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about Rs. 8,000 (excluding latrino fees), g0 that it seems out of the question to go in for a
drainage soheme costing a large sum. A much simpler scheme for letting off by oulverts
under roads all the water that collects on the higher.land is all that is required. As to tho
burning ghéts, I ara glad to say that the matter has heen settled, as both the burning ghats
(1) for the fair-weather, (2) for the monsoon, are now to bo regulated under soction 254.
The other points noticed by Mr. Bourdillon in June, 1895, have been recerving attention.

I looked into the collections under the head “ Tax on persous and for latrine fees.” A
statement of the collections, demands and arrears is attached. It is evident that the colleo-
tions are not good and that the arrears are toc high. Much greater attention must be paid to

collecting properly. Asto water-supply, Iam .old that there are five tanks sot apart for
drinking water, named :-—

Baruipara wo  (Munieipal )
Kassaripara . sis - (itto.)
Bamajdighi ats e oo (Burdwan Raj.)
Laldighi ¥l ois es (Ditto.)
Mandopakhur o wr  (Benodo Lal Sen’s)

Theso five tanks aro not watched by chaukidars. | No prosecutions arc ever instituted for
soiling these tanks. It seems fo me that the adminSstration of the water-supply is very
lax, and the Municipality should do much more tb preserve the purity of tho water. I is
all nonsense to tell me that the order of the Munieipaiity that certain tanks are to be preserved
for drinking water is never disobeyed. I saw some lof these tanks. The Laldighi losked
fairly good. The Baruipara tank is very bad. The SBamajdighi is very largo., Thore was
much dirt of animals on the bank, 1n fact thero is ng real attempt made to keep the water
olear. A chaukidar should be appointed for cach tank to enforco the notice prohilating
bathing, washing, &o., and to keep animals off tho ba+k. The tanks should also be fencerd.

_ There are 248 tanks in all, of which 46 are classdd as wholesome and 202 as uwnwhole-
some. I see nothing to prevent anybody in tho| muniocipality from drinking from any
of these_sources of supply if they choose to do so.

+  There are two sets of public latrines, and a third been sanctioned. Thoy are clenred
by sweepers, and the night-soil romoved in carts{ The trenching-ground is 1} mile off.
There are 16 sweepers in the town altogether. The tdwn was as clean as any I havo seen.
I spoke also to the Cheirman of the importance of ipreventing the pucka drains from being
built over by encroachments. N permanent structure pver the drains should be allowed, and
all in existence should be removed by due process; If such little “ bridges” are allowed,
it becomes impossible to clear the drains properly.

KaLwa; C. E. Bucknaxb,
The 6th January, 1897, Officiating Commissioner.
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Abstraot statement showing demand, collection, remission, and outstanding balance of tax upon persons and Initrine foes devicd
within the Kalna Municipality during the firer three quariers of 1896-97.

DENAND, "’ljntal ‘;ollec— Total 1
jonaduring | Total remis-
! fivst threa | slons grant- h?“'i,','mdc‘e
guartersof | ed dunng £ !
PARTICTLABS. 1806-D7, firat three | 08 close of BRMARES.
Total of 1st an .)e unrters of 818t Decem-
18t quarter | 2nd quarter | 8rd quarter three qu m'{ m-liy 4 1806.97 ber, 1896,
g L .
ol 1886-47, | ol 1896-87, | of 180607, qum-wrs ol' ‘ statemont,
e ! 2 l 3 4 ’ 5 l 2 7 8 Y
f
Tax wpon persons., Ry, &, 1, Re, 4, P, Rs, A, P, Rs, a. P Bs. A, 7. Rs. A, P, Rs. A, P, | (@) This smount shows total collection as
romitted 10 treasury, besidos Rs, 118.14
Cirelo No. 1 ., . 70118 0 512 6 697 3 0| 200414 6 on account of oom-rflon on 31t Decem
w No 1 . . 85414 3 350 1 9 3 1 8] 1,054 1 8 ber, 1896 remained 1 hand of tax.
» No 111, . 851 7 0 34911 lJ .'m 12 61 3,051 2 0 dnrogn and credited on  Ynd Jannary,
s s ‘ — %97, hend o reducing the netusl outstand |
Totnl of Municipaltty... ] 1,8 4 3 1.3"5 ll 9 1,3‘)6 0 0] 4200 1 9 !(a)3,85 B © 0630 81 100714 9 hulg on (11350 of 318t Decomber, 1898 to
— E PO BH1.1-
‘ | (b} Thas swmount shows total collection as
Latrine fees undeor remitted to trensury, besides Re. 60.18
sretion 390, on necount of collection on 818t December
18068 remamed 1 hand of  tax«dnrogs
Circle No. 1 .. . 25 4 8 24 ¢ @ 24 7 ¢ 750 01 6 sud remitied on 2nd January, 1867, henes
v o I, 121 8 6 121 2 0 18018 0 3% 4 8 reducing the actual outstanding on clowe |
. Mo 111 . 2t 1 8| 12311 8 29 99 37t ¢ 8 of #1st Uecember, 1866 to Ks. 3044, *
Total of Mumerpality . | 600 12 3} o ¢ n!‘ w313 5| 1,493 12 8 |(hL,100 15 «; 1L 9| 985 1 0 .
| R B | L ~
S. N. BARVADHIKARI,
)
Karma Monicieat. OrricE ; /n Chatrman.
The 6th January. 1897. i
) e e

No. 114M, dated Chmsum the Gih February, 1897.
From - C. E. Buoxrann, Isq. ,( c.LE., Offg. Commissioner of the Burdwan Division,
To—The Becretary to the Gov&arnment of Bengal, Municipal Department.

WirH reference to your letter| No, 615M, dated 5th February, 1897, calling
for certain papers connected Wltix the resignation tendered by Babu Surjya
Narain Sarbadhikari of his pfnce 88 Cheirman of tho Kalna Municipality, I
have the honour to submit herewit thapapers in question, und to express my,
regret that, contrary to my expregs orders, my office should have omitted tek
forward them with my letter No. 05M of the 2nd instant. '

No. 186, dated tho 13th January, 1897.

From—Basu Bursva Nanamx ﬁmmnmmm, Chairman of tho Kalna Munmlpalﬂ:y,
To—The Mugistrate of Bu

Ix pursuance of the provisions M Mon 27A (1) of the amended Bengal Munwlpdl
Aot, 1 have the homour to forward horewith an application of my resignation from the
office of Chairman of the Kalus Municipaliky, and to request that you will be kind enough
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to forward the same to the Loral Government for acoeptance. A copy of the minutes of
the proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners, passed at n special miceling held on the 12th
instant, is herewith enclosed. As the Municipal Cemmissioners have expressed their willing-
ness in that meeting that a copy of their proceodiugs recorded therein should accompany my
application of resignation to Government, I beg t, solicit, on behalf of the Municipal Commis-
stoners, that you will he so kind as to forward the enclosed copy of the minutes of the
proceedings of the said meeting, along with my application of resignation, to the Local
Government.

4 Spearal Meoling oy the Commissionors of the IKulna Mumcipality was held on 18th
Junuwrn, 1897,

Presun :

Babu Mohendra Nath Singh oo Vice-Chatrman.
Aghore Nuth Chatterjee 0es )

Ram Lal Mukerjee 5
Madhab Chand Mehera
Bidhu Bhusan Mukerjea e
Bunwar Lol Biswas ves p Members.
Nilmoni Mukerjea

Taradhone Dhattacharjee
. Durga Churn Ganguly
Sheik Babulla ' o

"

”

1. The Vice-Chairman presided in the absenco of the Chairman,

2. This mocting hasbeen convened at tho roqu?st of tho Chairman, Babu Surjya Narain
Sarbadhikari, to forward his letter of resignation 'of his offico of Chairman ot the Kalna

Municipality. :I
3. Read his resignation letter addressed to Hm Honour the Lioutenant-Governor of

Bengal. {

4. The Commissioners deeply regret at the rosi#nnﬁan of Babu Burjya Narain Sarba-
dlikari who has been serving this Municipality as its worthy Cheirman for a good many
years with ability, honesty, officiency, and devotedness to the satisfaction of {he public as
well as of the saperior authorities, especially as the res n is due only to the harsh and
msulting Seatment receivod at the hands of they Divisional Commissioner, Mr. C, E.
Buckland, c.s., .LE., during his inspection of the Municipal Offico on the 6th January last.

5. The Commissioners as & body feel it & deep | bunsiliation at the improper treatment
to thair Chairman by the Divisional Commissioner.
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6. Resolved that a copy of the proceedings of this meeting be annexed to the
Chairman’s letter of resignation, and that they be sent to the Distriot Magistrate for forward-
ing them to the Local Government through proper channel.

Mouexnpra Naty Binan,
Vice-Charrman, Presiding.,
Ram LaL MugLrITA,
Busxwari LiaL Biswas,
Bionv Brvan Mukeriea.
TARADHONE BUOATTACHARIRE.
Durca Cnurn GancuLy.
AcsoxE NATH CHATTERILE.
Sneix Banvrra (in Bengali),
Niumont MUKRRIEA.
Mavnan Cnaso Menzra (in Bengali)

S
Dated Kalna{ the 10th January, 1897.

From—8uriva Narain Sansapmigart, Chairman of the Kalna Muniopshty,
To—His Honour the Lieutenait-Governor of Bengal.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR HONOUR— )

T beg most respectfully to tender resignation of my post of Chairman of the Kalaa
Munioipality on socount of the unnecessarily harsh and insulting mannor with which the
Commissioner of the Burdwan Division, Mr. C. E. Buckland, c.s, ¢.1.1 , was pleased to troat
me during his inspection of the Municipality on the Gth January, 1897.

L]

MURRAY TRUST BILL.

The Hon’ble Mr. Finucane presented the Report of the Solect Committee
on the Bill to enlargethe scope of the Charitable Trust created by the Will of the

late Mrs, Sally Murray, and movedi that the Report be taken into consideration.
He said :—

“ The Select Committee met
been in the hands of Hon’ble Members for some time. The Comumittee Liad no
changes to propose in the Bill, jand, as I belicve there can be no objection
to its provisions, I now move that the Report be taken into consideration.”

The Motion was put and ag to.
The Hon’ble Mr. Finucane moved that the Bill be passed.
The Motion was put and agredd to.
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PUBLIC DEMANDS RECOVERY ACT, 1895, AMENDMENT BILL.

The Hon’ble Mr. Finucane also presented the Report of the Select Com-
mittee on the Bill to amend the Public Demands Recovery Act, 1895, Ile
said :—

“Tho Select Committce met on numerous occasions and carefully con-
sidered the provisions of the Bill, Their Report has only just been circulated,
and it is proposed at the next mecting to take the clauses of the Bill into
consideration, and I hope that on that occasion the Bill will also be passed.”

CIIUTIA NAGPUR TENANCY BILL.

The Hon’ble Mr. Grimley moved that the Bill to regulate the enliancement
of rents, the commutation of predial conditions or services, and the registration
and resumption of intermediate tenures, in parts of Chutia Nagpur bo referred
to a Sclect Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Sir Charles Paul, tho IIon’ble
Mr. Risley, the Ilon’ble Mr. Finucane, the Hon’ble Mr. Wilkins, the Hon’ble
Mr. A. M. Bose, tho ITon’ble Rai Eshan Chundra Mittra Bahadur, the Hon vle
Mr. M. S. Das and the Mover. e said:—

“I have already givén a brief sketch of the land-question in Chota Nagpur
from the earliest time when the Kols cleared the jungle and became the first cultiva-
tors of the soil down to the year 1887, and with your perinission, Sir, I will now
resume the story. In that year the Mundas and Uraons, who had been most
persistent in memorialising Government, began to withhold payment of rents,
asserting the existence of a decree which had been granted by the Ilome
Government, but suppressed by thoe authorities in India, to the effect that they
were the maliks of the soil and in no way bound to pay rent through any
intervenor, but direct to Government. This movement seems to have been
made by members of the German Lutheran Church, who at the same time
presented a petition to the heads of that Mission requesting their assistance
in support of their claims, When the Missionaries declared their inability
to suppott them, they took umbrage and threatened to sever their connection
with the Mission, and began to abuse the Missionaries, and went so far as
to accuse them of having, in collusion with the authorities, stolen and secreted
the decree. The ringleaders of the movement then proceeded to call meefings
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in order to induce the people to secede from the Church, to collect subscrip-
tiens, and to excito them to take possession of the majhihas Jand.

“The agitation gave much anxiety to the local authoritivs, but was even-
tually checked and kept under until the beginning of the cold scason of 1889,
when the unsettled relations between the Kols and their landlords again began
to attract attention. This time, however,the excitement arose out of the
action of Roman Catholic converts, who were reported to be moving about
the district in large bands and compclling people to become Christians by
cutting off their chundi or topknot of hair, as woll as by threats of damage
to their crops. The rapidity with which the so-called conversion of vast
multitudes was effected caused much alarm in the minds of the zamindars, who
began to fear for their cropsas the harvest season was at hand, and some disturb-
ances took place, and the aid of the Military Police had to be called in and various
other repressive measures were resorted to,  Anonquiry was made into the cause
of the agitation, and the conclusion arrived at by Government was that the spirit of
antagonism betwoen the landlords and raiyats was so strong and deep-rooted, and
so generally diffused throughout the district, that thore wasno prospect of the parties
arriving by themselves at anyamicable settlement. The fault of the zamindars was
that of the Dutch—in giving too little and asking too much—whilo tho raiyatsin
some parts were cven worse, ignoring the zamindars, refusing to pay rent, declining
to cultivate the majhihas lands or to render any kind of service, and seeking to
go back several centuries and rovert to a time whon Rajas and rents were
uuknown. « In order to bring about a modus vivendi between the parties, it
became nccesssry to notify to zamindars that they would not be permitted to
exact labour from their tenants without any limits whatever, and to warn the
lattor of their unreasonable conduct in refusing to render service really due; to
this ond, in my capacity as Commissioner, I issued a Proclamation drawing
goneral attention to the custom of the country as recognised by Government
and the Courts, and warning zamindars of the penal consequence of forcibly
exaoting lubour in excess of the amount prescribed by custom, and urging the
raiyats to perform their customary tasks willingly and ungrudgingly. An
ofticer was also deputed to make enquiries in certain of the villages in the dis
affected parts, as to the character and extent of these dispntes, but these
measures, though effectual in restoring order and in showing both parties that
their claims were receiving attention, could not be expected to have & lasting
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result. In the meanwhile, I was in correspondence with Government as to the
best means of bringing about a bettor understanding between landlord and
tenant. [ will not weary the Council by reciting the details of that correspohd-
ence, but the conclusion arrived at, with the concurrence of the Government of
India, was that the object in view might bo attained by extending the Bengal
Tenancy Act to Chota Nagpur and giving Government the power of ordering
commutation of services whenever it considered that the adoption of such
a course would be caiculated to avert scrious dispute. *

“ Tho existing disputes chicfly fall under threo heads—

(1) The asscssment of rent on excess lands, that is, cortain lands which thoe
_ holders have somchow managed to retain possession of without payment of rent
aftor failing to prove a bhuinhari title ;

(2) the enhancement of rents paid by the tenants ; and

(3) the exaction of excessive service and rakumats by tho zamindar. The
sottlement of the first two classes of disputes will be much facilitated by
tho introduction of the Bengal Tenancy Act into Chota Nagpur, while, as
regards the last, tho main object of the present Bill is tho preparation of
a rocord of the predial services and conditions rendered by the touants
and their commutation into money rents when found necessary for tho
preservation of the pedco of the country. The landlords mostly favour the
system of services and cesses, and the raiyats are not opposed to it when they
are on good terms with their zamindars. There is therefore no need for
interfercnce when the parties can arrange their differences amicably among
therselves. It is not proposed, then, to make commutation absolutely obli-
gatory, but only where the parties have recourse to the authorities to settle
their disputes, or where tho disputes are likely to induce a breach of the
peace. , 'T'his is provided for in Chapter 111 of the Bill. It may at first sight
appear that the provisions of this Chapter trench on those of Chapter X of the
Tenancy Act, and that two concurrent procedures will, if this Bill be adopted,
be provided for the sanie object; but this is not strictly correct: for whereas
Chaptor X of tho Tenancy Act requires a survey to precede the record of rights,
a survey i8 not indispensable under Chapter III. Where there has already been
a regular survey, as in the Khalsa villages of the Chota Nagpur estate in the
Lohardaga district, in the Barkagarh estato in the same district, and in the Dhan-
war estate in Hazaribagh, a fresh measuromeunt will be unnecessary, 1t will
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equally not be required where there is no difference of opinion between
the zamindar and the raiyats as to the quantity of land held, whether
such quantity is expressed in bighas or acres, or in the local standard
of annas, powas, khuris, or kats. As to the rates, conditions, and pre-
dial services, the Revenue Officer can certainly ascertain and enter these in
the record without measuring the land. 1t would undoubtedly be an advantage
to have a survey before a record is made, but the survey would often entail a
heavy cost, and it must be borne in mind that in Chota Nagpur the zamindars
and tenants are comparatively very poor, and that few of them would be able
to afford the expenditure. The rocord of existing rents is indispensable,
because it is provided in the Bill that in commuting predial conditions and
services, the Revenue Officer shall limit the money value of them to one-fourth
the existing rent paid by ecach tcnunt concerned, a limit of this kind being
necessary in order to prevent the incidence of commutation falling heavily on
raiyats with small rentals. Where there are chronic disputes as to the existing
rents, while it will be the duty of the Revonue Officer to do his best to
ascortain and record what those rents are, i1t is not necessary to make any
provision in the Bill for the determination of new, fair and equitable rents.
Whera such a course is found necessary, the provisions of the Tenancy Act
should be followed. In the present Act a distinction is maintained between
executive proceedings and suits, appeals in the former being dealt with
by Revenue Officers, and in the latter by Judicial Officers, and it has
been thought necessary to prescrve a like distinction as regards the pro-
ceedings under this Chapter. While ordinarily an appeal will lie to the
Commissioner, and both the Commissioner and the Board have powers of
revision, the Bill provides that, where any question of title or status or right of
possession to land is at issue, an appeal shall lie from the order of the
Commissioner to the High Court. Section 16 of the Bill pl‘OVil‘fGﬂ for the ;iefray-
ing of the costs of ecommutation proceedings and follows section 114 of the
Tenancy Act, with the difference that it authorises the Revenue Officer to
require & deposit in advance from the person applying for commutation.
“Chapter 11 of the Bill is a reproduction with a slight modifiéation of }
sections 19 and 20 of the present Act, which prescribe the incidents as regards
liability to enhancement of certain tenures peculiar to Chota Nagpur. The
holders of Xkiuntkati tenmures are men whose ancestors by their own
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exertions cleared the forest by cutting away the khunt or stumps of trees,
and brought the land into cultivation. Koikar, which is also known by the
other terms mentioned in section 5, is low rice land which has been prepared
from high land by the expenditure of much labour. All these lands have special
privileges as regards liability to enhancement of rent. Tuke Korkar for ins-
tance, The rent cannot be enhanced except under the terms of a written con-
tract, or in accordance with the custom of the village. But in practice it 18
difficult to prove what the gencral custom of a village is, and thercfore if is
proposed to alter the law by providing that, where the custom cannot be
ascertained in a particular village, the custom in the neighbouring village may
be considered.

“Chapter 1V relates to the registration and resumption of intermediate
tenures, which are defined in Chapter I to mean a dependent taluk, and any
other permanent or heritable interest in land intermediate between the
zamindar and the cultivator and to include a resumable tenure. A definition
is givon of a ‘ rosumablo tenure’ so as to include a large class of tenures peculiar
to Chota Nagpur, which owo their originto grantsmade by the Rajas, and which
are held conditionally on the survival of a male heir of the original grartee.
The Chapter has been added to the Bill with a view to romove difficulties
under which zamindars and tenure-holders in Chota Nagpur both labour.
Tho matter is somewhat complicated, but it may serve to elucidate it if I
quote from a description of this Chapter which I gave as Commissioner in a
letter addressed to Grovernment.

¢“The zamindar requires that all transfers of under-tenures within his zemin-
dari should be registered in his sarishta, so that he may have no difficulty in
finding -out the person who is responsible to him for the rent of the under-
tenure. Section 34 of ActI (B.C.) of 1879 arms him with a very efficacious
method ‘of enforcifg registration of transfers by succession or inheritance. This
section can be taken advantage of by any one obtaining possession of a taluk or
tenure by succession or inheritance only, be the taluk or tenure one saleable
under section 123 or one in which the right and interests only of the tenure-
holder are saleable under section 124. Section 35 would seem to indicate that
the transfer by private sale of a transferabic tenure or taluk, saleablo absolutely
under section 123, can also be registered under section 34 ; but iy the case of
tenures held conditionally on the survival of male heirs of the original grantees,
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transfor by private sale cannot Le registered under sections 34 and 35, even if
tho transferees be willing to have fheir names rogistered, unless the zamindar
chooses to do 80 on receipt of a large bonus in the shape of a salami. Again,
while mukarrari and other permanent tenures, which are saleable under
section 123, when sold for arrcars of rent, are sold free of all encumbrances
created by the tenure-holder, the offect of the existing law is that jagirs and
other tenures which are held conditionally on the survival of male heirs of the
original grantees, and which are admittedly of an inferior status when they fall
into arrears, cannot be sold free of all encumbrances by the grantees or their
male heirs. In such tenures only the rights and interests of the grantees or
their malo heirs are saleable. The result of this anomaly is that, while a zamin-
dar can, under the existing law in Chota Nagpur, very easily recover
arrears of rent due by a permanent transferable tenure, by putting it up to
sale in execution of a decree for arrears of rent, and selling it free of all en-
cumbrances created by the tenure-holder, he has no such means of recovering
his arrears from the holders of tenures held conditionally on the survival of
male heirs, for it very often happens that, knowing the defect in the existing
law, the grantees or their male heirs let out their tenures in sub-lease or
mortgage, reserving only a nominal rent, which is often less than the rent they
have to pay to the superior landlord. For instance, A, the jagirdar of a
tenure, has to pay an annual rent of Rs. 100 to his superior zamindar, but he
lets out his whole tenure either in mukarari or zaripeshgi for 2 nominal rent of
Rs. 5 to B. B enjoys the rents and profits derived from the tenure aud pays
only Rs. 5 per annum to A. But A defaults in paying the Rs. 100 payable
to his superior landlord. The superior landlord sues A and obtains a decree
against him and puts up his tenure to sale under section 124 of Act I (B.C.)
of 1879. No one comes forward to purchase the tenure, for it is only the
rights and interests of A which can be sold under that section, and the
purchase of these meens the acquisition of the right of receiving Rs. 5
per snnum from B, with a liability of paying Rs. 100 per annum to the
superior landlord. To remove this anomaly in the rules framed for carrying
on the sule of the rights and interests of an under-tenure-holder of the.
class referred to in section 124 of Aect I (B.C.) of 1879, under instructions.
of the Board of Revenue, provision was made for making B, or any other
sub-tenure-hglder under him, a party to the suit to be instituted by the
zamindur for the recovery of the rents due to him from A. It was held that



1897.] Chutia Nagpur Tenancy Bill. 67
[(Mr. Grimley.)

when section 124 authorised the sale of the right and title of any person in
the tenure, the rights and interests of any subordinate tenure-holder under
A can be sold ander that section, but that, in order to enable the zamindar to
effect such sale, it is essential that he should make all such sub-tenure-holders
parties to the suit to be instituted by him against A. The High Court
of Calcutta, however, has held that such a procedure is perfectly illegal and
is not authorized by law.

L] L » L] L] L] - -

“ A purchaser can be easily ousted from his holding in the event of a
collusion between the zawindar and the original jagirdar or his male heirs,
The purchaser has no right to apply for the registration of his name in the
zamindar’s sarishta, neither does the zamindar consider it safe on his part to
admit him to registration, for, by doing so, he endangers his right of resumnp-
tion in the event of a failure of the male heirs of the original grantoes. After
having once parted with their interests, the original grantees or their heirs
coase to have any interest in having their names registered in the event
of succession or inheritance in their families, and if the zamindar can
induce the heirs of the original grantees to sit idle and keep themselves away,
the zamindar can very easily obtain khas possession of the tenure. The
power given by section 34 of Act I (B.C.) of 1879 is a tremendous lever it the
hands of the zamindar, and can be excrcised in a way which can cause ruin to
the purchaser of a tenure. The object of Chapter 1V of the proposed Bill is to
remove the difficulty which the zamindar now labours under in the matter of the
recovery of his rents, and at the same time to save purcha.sers from the inevit-
able ruin which awaitsthem whenever there is a succession in the families of the
original grantees and the heirs of the latter are bought off by the zamindar. 1t
will make all tenures held conditionally on the survival of male heirs of the ori-
ginal grantees freely transferable, as any other permanent under-tenure saleable
under sdéction 123 &f Act I (B.C.) of 1879, and will give the purchasers the privi-
lege of having their names registered in the zamindar’s sarishta and of enjoying
their tenures 8o long as there are male heirsof the original grantees, and so
long as they pay the rents due to the zamindar with regularity, and at the
same timg of preserving the zamindar’s right of resumption on failure of male
heirs of the original grantees intact.

“With this explanation of the provisions of the Bill, I beg to.move that it
be referred to a Belect Committee.”
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The Hon’ble Babu Guru Proshad Sen said:—“1 do not understand why
it should be necessary for the Government to take more powers under this Bill.
Ordinarily parties have got the right to move for commutation of services under
section 7. It is not the case that the raiyats in Chutia Nagpur are very weak
and unable to dofend their rights. From the Hon’ble Member’s own statement
it appoars that the Missionarics have taken the raiyats by the hand and are
fostering a spirit of independence among them and reviving the traditiouns of
olden times when each person was in a manncr the proprietor of thesoil which
he cultivated, and have encouraged aspirations which aro not likely to be re-
alised, and, further, it appears that all the Missions in Chutia Nagpur—the
Anglican, the German Lutheran, and the Roman Catholic—are supporting the
cause of these Kols. If therefore they thought that commutations would be
advantageous to them, they would move for it of themsclves. I do not there-

fore understand why it is nccessary to take further powers under section. 8
of this Bill.”

~/The Hon’ble Mr. M. 8. Das said:=—¢As the Bill is going before a Sclcet
Cowmittee, they will consider the point which has been raised by the
Hon'ble Member. 1 understand thut thore may be cases in which it may be
necessary to exercise such a power in the interests both of zamindars and tenants.
But as the learncd Advocate-Generalis here, I would ask whether the provisions
of section 14 can legally find a place in this Bill: whether this Legislature has
the power to take away the jurisdiction of the Civil Courts? ”

The Hon’ble Sir Charles ’aul said :—* As this Bill is to be referred to
a Sclect Committee of which [ am to be a member, tho question can be considered
there. I am not prepared to give an opinion at once.”

The Hon’ble Mr, Risley said :—*‘ The Hon’ble Member who spoke last but
one has challenged the right of the Government to intervene*between zamindars
and raiyats in rospect of the commutation of predial conditions or services.
Having some personal experience in the Chutia Nagpur Division, I can say with
confidence that if there is one place in the world where it is necessary to resort
to legislation to give a right of intervention in such cases, it is in Chutin Nugpur,
where you have a class of raiyats who possess a power of combination
and aro well able to take care of themselves; and they have been in the past,
though I hope not in the future, to some extent supported by the missionaries.
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If the parties would by combined sction come to a settleraent, there may be
no reason for tho Grovernment to exerciso the power here proposed to be given.
A further reason is that in all the districls of that division the arrangemepts
relating to land are in a state which can only be described as closely approach-
ing to chaos. I know of estates in which thero is absolutely no systom cf land
registration, and the unit upon which rent is ascertained is not the bigha or
the acre, but by the maund of seed: the people paid their rents in maunds of
paddy or other produce. In my memory in certain groups of villages, the
area of land represented by this arbitrary sced unit varied from 7 to 35 bighas,
and the mere fact of the existence of such a state of things is conclusive proof
of the necessity for a power of interference to sottle disputes which in that
part of the country often end in actual bloodshed.”

. The Ilon’ble Mr. Grimley said :=—*‘‘I have only one word to add. I pointed
out on the very first occasion on which I explained the objects and reasons
of this Bill, that section 25 of the existing Act I (B.C.) of 1879, which provides
for the voluntary commatation of predial conditions or services, is not
found sufficient where thore are serious disputes betwecen the parties, and that
it was decided after due consideration to allow the Government to intervene
whenever thoy find it necessary to do so in order to preservo the peace of the
country. That is the only reason why it is proposed to give this power.”

The Hon’ble the President said :—‘ It i# only nocessary for me to
say, with reference to the observation which fell from the Hon’ble Mr. Das
as to the power of this Council to touch the jurisdiction of the Civil Courts,
that this Bill has been introduced with the sanction of the Government
of India, and is therefore quito within the powers of this Council.”

The Motion was put and agreed to.
The Council adjourned to Saturday, the 27th instant.

F. G. WIGLEY,

Oflg. Asst. Secy. to the Govi. of Bengal,

CavLcoTTA 5 )
} Legislative, Department,

The Srd March, 1897,
Reg. No. 1037G—800—4-8.97.



Abstract of the DProceedings of the Council of the Lisufenant-Governor of Dengal,
assembled for the purpose of malking Laws and Regulations under the provisions
of the Indian Councils Acts, 1861 and 1897,

Tae Council met &t the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 27th February,
1897.
Present:
The Hon’ble Sk Arcxanpor MACKEMIE, R.C.8.1., Lieutonant-Goveiner of
Bongal, presiding.
The How’ble Siz Cuarnrs Pavr, k.c.1.E., Advocate-General of Bengal.
The Hon’ble H. I1. Ristry, ¢ 1.1,
The ITon’ble Rar Durca Gair BaNeriea BAuapur, c.Lr.
The Hon'ble Nawan Syvp Ayreer Hossein, c.1.e.
The Hon’ble C. E. Buckraxp, c.1.E.
The Hon’ble M. Fixucise.
The ITon’ble C. W. Bovrron.
The Hon’ble W. II. Grrurey
The Hon'ble J. G. Tl. Grass, c.LI.F.
The Hon'ble C. A. WiLxins,
The Hon’ble SURENDRANATH BANLRIEL,
The ITon'ble A. M. Boss.
The Hon'ble Rar Esgan Cunuxpra Mirrra Bauanur.
The Hou'ble Gurvu Prosuap Sew.
The Hon’ble M. S. Das.
The Hon'ble Sammzans ManoMED BARHTYAR Sitau.

PUBLIC DEMANDS RECOVERY ACT, 1895, AMENDMENT BILL.

The Ilon’ble Mr. Xinvcane moved that the Report of the Select Com-
mittee on the Billsto amend the Public Demands Recovery Act, 1895, be taken
into consideration,

The Motion was put and agreed to.

The, Hon’ble M. Fivucane also moved that the clauses of the Bill be
congidered for settlement in tho form recommended by the Select Committee.

The Motion was put and agreed to.
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The Hon’ble Mg. Fivucane said : —¢ The Report has been in the hands of
ITon'ble Members for some timo, and I hope it sufficiently explains what we
havo done.

“When introducing this Bill T stated that the role object of it was to correct
certain clerical crrors and to supply certain omissions which had inadver-
tently oceurred in the Act of 1895, so as to give effcet to the intention of
the framers of that Act. It was thon proposed that instcad of a small amending
Bill an altogether new Bill should be introduced embodying all the provisions
of.Lhc law for recovery of public demands, and in reply to that proposal, I said
that the object and intention of this Bill was not to re-open discussion on the
substantive law, or to make a new law on the subject, but merely to give effect
10 the intention of the existing law.

«T should not have thought it necessary to occupy the time of the Council
by entering into an explanation of the details of the manner in which we propose
to cffect the object of the Bill, or to say anything on the prosent occasion
more than to make a formal motion, were it not that I sce a formidable number
of amendments on the list of business which seem to me to be based on a
misapprehension of the scope of this Bill and to be entirely inconsistent with its
principle, and thercfore, as I shall presently submit, out of order.,

« “My object in doing so is not to stifle discussion, for all but one of
the questions which it is proposed to raise now in an irregular manner, were
fully discussed when the Act was under considoration ; conclusions were deli-
berately como to on them, and it would be obviously most inconvenint and
contrary to precedent, when a small Bill is introduced amending an existing
Act, with'a view to correct clerical mastakes, to permit the whole of the Act
to be brought again under consideration.  All that would result from allowing
a procedure of this kind would be wanton waste of the time of the Council.
The very same arguments would be advanced and refuted as were advanced
and refuted less than two years ago (when the personnel, of the non-official
clements of the Council, was very much tho same as it now is), and with the
same results.

I think I may appeal to the Hon’ble the Advocate-General, the oldest and
most experienced Member of this Council, and ask if this view be correct. If it
be then the only amendment on the Billus settlod by the Sclect Committee in the
long list of- amendments before us—is the first amendment proposed by the
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Hon’ble Guru Proshad Sen. That amendment would, if carried, have theeffect
of omitting clauses (¢) and (¢) of section 6 of the Bill. These clouses are new
and of little importance, By them it {s proposed to make the certificpte
procedure applicable to the recovery of pleaders’ and mukhtears’ {fees and costs
when awarded by Revenuo Officers under any law or rulo having the force of
law, in revenuc proceedings before these officers, and where the award is final.
Under the law as it stands the fees and costs in such cases, if not voluntarily
paid, can Dbe recovered only by suit in a Civil Court. The Select Commdttce
were of opinion that the Certifieate Procedure shonld obviously apply in these
cases, and thought that it was only by an oversight that it had not been made
applicable before, [ admit that the clauses are new and so far inconsistent with
tho principle of the Bill.  If they are not unanimously accepted, I am prepared
to withdraw them.

+ %I hope in lighi of this explanation that all the amendments will be with-
drawn, and that the Bill will be at once passod.

¢If the amendments are pressed, I shall submit in respect of cach of
them seréatim that it is out of order and have to give my reasons.”

The Hon’ble tor Presipent said :—“1 may say at onco in connections with
this Biil that I cannot allow the substantive law which was settled so recently to
be re-opened. It is entirely out of order, as the How'ble Mr, Finucane rightly
submitted, that we should travel again over the whole ground of the discussion
which took place before. This Bill was introduced for eertain definite limited
purposes, and we have not the consent of the Government of Indid to re-opon
legislation which was settlod so short a timo ago and which has received the
sanction of the Vicoroy and is the settled law of the land. I hLold, thercfore,
that unless it can be shown that the amendments which are on the notice paper
deal with new mmtters which have been introduced by the Sclect Committee,
they are out of order, and I cannot allow them to be discusscd. If any
Ion'ble Member can show that any particular amendment of his does not fall
within the scope of the bar which I feel bound, as a matter of order, to place
over thoge proposals, I shall be prepared tc comsider it; but anything which
atteinpts to re-open the subslantive law as it stands cannot be considered

at all.”
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The Tlon’ble Banu SurReNDRANATH BANERJEE said :—¢‘I desire, with your
Honour's permission, to point out that, although the Hon’ble Member in charge
of the Bill has observed that the Bill as it was introduced was intended to be
a ‘non-contentious Bill, merely giving cffect to the intentions of tho existing
law, yet matters which are altogether outside the scope of a mere amending
Act which only secks to rectify clerical orrors have found their way into
the Bill.  That being so, it strikes me, with all deference to the ruling of
the chair, that we might perhaps travel outside tho limits imposed upon us
by ‘the IIon’ble Mr. Finucane in his opening speech. A With reference to
precedonts, I wish to point out that when the Bill to amend tho Bengal
Municipal Act was introduced, we were permitted to deal with sections of the
Act which were referred to in the Bill as it was introduced, and sometimes
oven with sections which were not so referred to, and I think we ought to
be pormitted to follow the principle laid down by that precedent, und at
any rate to deal with sections in the Public Demands Recovery Act which are
included in this Bill.”

The Hon’ble Tie PrEsipENT said :—““I have no doubt whatever as to the
Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee’s particular amendment, becausc it
would bo re-opening a cardinal question which has been carefully discussed
before. It is mot an amendment upon any provision which has been intro-
duced by the Select Committee. I am not, however, quito clear as to some of
the amendments standing in the name of the Hon’ble Babu Guru Proshad Sen.”

Tho Hon’ble Banu Guru Prosmap SeN said:—“I am not particularly
anxious to‘press my first amendment. I put it on the notice paper simply to
show how the Select Committee in their report have gone beyond the terms of
the referonce. When this Bill was introduced into Council it was what the
outside public called a ‘tinkering Bill,” a meoasure which the Ilon’ble
Membor in charge of the Bill characterised as a very smallc one—a nton-con.
tentious measure in which no question of principle was involved. But I submit
that the clauses (¢) and (¢), which were proposed by section 6 of the Bill to be
inserted in scotion 7 of the Act, do involve questionsof principle. By clause (¢)
sums awarded as componsation are made rccoverable under the proyisions of
the Public Demands Recovery Act. I have to remind the Council that though -
compensations are mado recovorable under the Revenue Sale Laws, in the event
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of a sale being cancelled even when Act VII (B C.) of 1808, inttoducing for the
first time the Certificate Procedure, awards of compensation in sale cases under
the Act were not made recoverable. Since 1863 about thirty years had clapsed,
and dming the whole of that period the wunt has not been felt of a summary®
power for the recovery of such compensation. 1t is, however, now for the
first time proposcd to supplement the alleged defoct in the law of 186&. This
is certainly open to the remark that it is per foctly new to the m inciple of the
Bill. As, however, I am not entitled, under your Honowm'’s ruling, to move
any of the other amendments of which I have given notico, and which I consid®dr
to be much more important, I think I may as well withdiaw my amendment
No. 1 to owit the new clauses.”

The Hon’ble Tiic. PrEsIvINT said:—*This is, as the Ilon’ble Babu Guru
Proshad Sen says, a tinkering Bill, and I think it was open to the Select
Committee to do any additional tinkering which may have appeared necessary
to them in the further examination of the law. It was not open to them to
introduce any substantive legislation; but it was open to them to supply any
defect or omission that they may have diseovered, and in this respect I think
it is opon to the IHon’ble Member, if he desires 1o pross it, to move his first
amendment, which is a perfectly legitimate one. 1f he desires to argue this
amendment, 1 have not the least objection.” .

The Hon’ble Mr. FiNucANE said :—¢“I understand the Hon'ble Member has
no objection to these provisions on the merits, and*that he is willing to with-
draw his amendmnent No. 1 with regard to them.”

The Hon'ble Banu Guru Prosuap Sex asked if the President would permit
him to move his amendment No. 9, which was also an addition and which stood
thus :(— )
¢ Seetson 6 of the ‘B.*!!.-]'f the above nmendments numbered (1) to (6) be lost, that the
following clause ho added to the proposed new scction 7 of the Act, namely :—

¢(y) any arrears of rent or cess due to a registered proprietor with regard to lands in an
estate w hich hos been surveyed and settled under the Bengal Tenancy Act, and the records
kept up and mutations registered.’ ”

The *Hon'ble 18E DPrResineNT said:—“The amendment No. 9 is not a

tinkering amendment. It opens up a very large guestion of principle An
entirely new Bill would have to be introduced after leave obtained,”
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The 1Ton’ble Sir CuARLES PAUL said :—* Permit me to point out that the
Public Demands Recovery Act is rather in alleviation of the subject. If that
Act was not passed, Government demands could be levied in a much more
summary way; therefore that Act is in derogation of the rights of the Crown.
The principle of the Act has been extended to Wards’ Estates. To extend these
provisions to demands in zamindars’ estates would need the introduction of
a separate Bill.”

The Hon'ble the President baving declared the following amendments of
tis Hon'ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee to be out of order, they were not
brought forward :—

(). Section 6.—That clause (%) in soction 8 of the Bill be omitted.

(2). That corresponding changes be made in all sections of the Bill which
refor to the aforesaid clause.

The Hon’ble the I’resident having also declared the following amendments
of the Llon’ble Babu Guru Proshad Sen to be out of order, thoy were not
proposed :—

(2). Rection 6 of the Bill.—That the new clauses (¢) and {¢) which it is pro-
posed to inscrt in section 7 of the Act bo omittoed.

(2).  Section 6 of the Bill.—That clause (£) and sub-section (2) of the pro-
posod new section 7 of the Act be omitted.

(3). Section G of the Bill.—That the proviso appearing after clause (%) of
the proposcd new section 7 of the Act be placed after clause (g) of that section.

(4). Section 6 of the Bill.—That the words “or any Local Authority” in
clause (7),of the proposed new soction 7 of the Act be omitted.

(5). Rection 7 of the Bill.—That the words from ““in the case specified in
clauso (%) of tho said section” to * the said Local Authority shall be deemed to
be the decrce-holder ” be omitted.

(6). Section 8 (1) of the Bill.—~That the words from ¢ cx tq a Local Autho-
rity ”” to ‘‘as tho case may be” be omitted.

(7). If the above amendments be lost, that the words * and there shall be
payable in respect thercof a court-fee of tho same amount as is payable under
tho Court-fees Act for the time being in force in respect of a plgint for the
recovery of a sum of money equal to that stated in such requisition,” in section
9 (2) of the Act, be repealed.
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(8). If tho last foregoing amendm ‘nt be carried, vhat tho words “together
with the cost of any court-fee paid in ruspect of such requisition under sub-
section (2) of this section,” in section 9i ;) of the Act, be repcaled.

(9). Rection 6 of the Bill.—If the uhuve amendments numbordd (1) to ¢6)
be lost, that the following clause he added to the proposed now soction 7 of the
Act, namely :—

“(J) any arrears of rent or cess due to a registored proprietor with regard
to lands in an estate which has been surveyed and settled undor the Bongal
Tenancy Act, and the records kept up and mutations registered.” B

(10).  Section 12 of the Bill.—That the words ““ one-twonticth” or the words
“fivo per cent.” bo substituted for the words ¢ onc-tenth” in clauso (2) of the
proposed new section 21 of the Act [corrospording with clause () of the existing
gection 19 of the Act.]

(11). Section 16 of the Bill.—~That the following portion of this soction be
omitted, namoly :—

“the words ¢ Local Authority, Manager or Revenue Authority?’ shall bo, and
be deemed to havo always been, substituted for tho words ‘other than a Certi-
ficate Officer, or from & manager appointed by the Court of Wards.””

(12). Section 17 of the Bill.~That, instead of inserting the words “or as
the case may be”” in Form No. 2 in tho Schedule to the Act, the words  or to
A, B, a Ward of Court or a minor, or a lunatic, by his next friond C. D.” in
that Form should be repealed.

The Hon’ble Mr. FinvcaNe thor moved that tho Bill, as amended, be
passed. .

Tho Motion was put and agreed to.

The Council adjourned to Saturday, the 20th March, 1897.

CALCUTTA § } F. G. WIGLEY,
The 22nd March, 1897. Ofy. Asst. Secy. to the Qovt. of .Ben{;az,
Legislative Dept.

Reg, No, 1009G~800=13.8-07.



Absiract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lisutenant-Governor of Bengal,
assembled for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations under the provisions
of the Indian Councils Acts, 1861 and 1892,

TeE Council met at the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 20th March,
1897,

Present:

?I‘he Hon’ble Str ALEXANDER MACKENZIE, K.C.8.1., Lieutenant-Governor of
Bengal, presiding,

The Hon’ble Sir CuirLes PAuL, K.C. L E., Advocate-General of Bengal.

The Hon’ble H. H. RisLry, c.1.E.

The Hon’ble Rar Durca GATr BANERIEA, BAHADUR, C.LE.

The Hon’ble Nawas Syun Ameer Hossgiw, C.ILE,

The Hon’ble M. FiNuCANE.

The Hon’ble C. W. Borron.

The Hon’ble W. H. GriMLEY.

The Hon’ble C. A. WiLKINS.

The Hon’ble SURENDRANATH BANERJEE.

The Hon’ble Ra1r Esuan CrunprA MiTTRA, BAHADUR,

The Hon'ble Guru Prosnap SEN.

The Hon’ble M. S. Das.

The Hon’ble A. H. WALLIR,

The Hon’ble Saniszapa MAROMED BAKATYAR SHAH.

PROVINCIAL SERVICE,

The Hon’ble BABU SURENDRANATH BANERJEE asked—

I have the honour to call attention to the fact that in the North-
Western Provinces there are eight members of the Provincial Service, who hold
substantively or officiate in posts which are ordinarily reserved for the Civil
Service, India, listed as open to the Provincial Service. Is it the case that
in Benge there is only one member of the Provincial Service who holds an
: a.ppozntmem. ordinarily reserved for the Cuvenanted Service, viz., that of Dis-
trict Magistrate; and he, too, Mr. Batabyal, was originally a member of the
Btatutory Service, and has elected the Provmm;l Service? Having regard to



80  Provincial Service; South Suburban Municipality, [20rm Mazcs,
(Babu Surendranat Banerjee ; Mr. Bolton.)

the all-but-total exclusion of members of the Proviucial Service from the posts
listed as open to the members of that service, will the Government be pleased
to take such stops as to the Government may seem fit, with a view to give effect
to the recommendations of the Public Service Commission in that behalf ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BurtoN replied :—

“ The Hon’ble Member asked a similar question on the 22nd July, 1893,
which was answered by the Hon’ble Mr. Cotton. 1t was then explained;®and
the explanation still applies, that the effect of the notification of this Govern-
ment published in the Calcuita Gazeite of the 5th April of that year, specifying
the posts ordinarily reserved for the (livil Servico of India to which Members
of the Provincial Service can be properly appointed, was qualified by para-
graph 6 of the Resolution of the Government of India, No. ;3C. Rev., dated
the 21st April 1892, which declared that until all the existing Statatory Civil
Servants were provided for either by promotion or by amalgamation with
the new Provincial Service, and until the prior claims of officers of the Civil
Service of India and Commissions had been satisfied, tho twenty posts
thrown open to members of the Provincial Service could not be brought into
the general cadre of that service. In filling up the vacancies which have since
occurred these orders of the Government of India have been adhered to,
and only one vacancy in the superior appointments has fallen to the Provincial
Service, to which Mr. Batabyal was appointed. There are eleven Statutory
Civilians, and the majority of them must still be provided with substantive
supenor appointments before the jnumber of members of the Provincial Service
in these posts can be increased. !

“ The Civil List of the l\ort]'l-Western Provinces and Oudh for the present
quarter shows five and not eight members of the Provincial Service occupying
posts ordinarily reserved for the Iivil Service of India.”

SOUTH SUBURBAN MUNICIPALITY.

The Hon’ble Basu SURENDRAI:\NATH Baxersee asked—
(a) With reference to the |Government Notification published in ghe

Caleutta Gazetle of the 28th Octpber last, regarding the sub-division of the

present South Suburban Municipality, is the Government aware that such &
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sub-division is at variance with the boundariex, as set forth in the Resolution of
the Commissioners of the aforesaid Municipality, dated the 4th February, 1896,
upon which the Government has taken action, and which runs as follows:—

“That the municipality be divided into two parts following the Diamond Harbour Road,
as the common boundary of the two munieipalities.”

(3) Ie the Government aware that the Resolution has the approval of the
Commissioner of the Division and of the Ilon’ble Mr. Bolton when he whs
District Magistrate of the 24-Parganas?

(¢) Is it not the case that under section 9 of tho Bengal Municipal Act,
the Government can only take action in any matter affecting the sub-division
of a municipality on the recommendation of the Commissioners at a meeting,
and is therefore & fortiors bound by the terms of the recommendation ?

(@) Is it not the case that the sub-division, as proposed in the Govern-
ment Notification, takes away from the South Suburban Municipality the
richest and the most populous wards and the only dispensary situated in the
Municipality ?

(¢) Is the Government aware that the sub-division of the municipality, as
proposed by the Government, is strongly opposed to local feeling, and that
the Commissioners and the rate-payers have submitted memorials against the
proposed sub-division?

(/) Having regard to all these considerations, will the Government be
pleased to re-consider the mattor and issue a Notification in accordance with the
terms of the recommendation of the Commissioners ?

The Houn’ble ME. RisLey replied :—

“The Lieutenant-Governor is advised that Government is not bound by
the specification of boundaries annexed to the Resolution of the Commissioners,
and can proceed to subdivide the Municipality in the manner that appears
most likelygto conduce to good administration. The subdivision now proposed
~is the one best suited to the present circumstances of the Municipality ; it has

been duly notified, and no valid objections have been received. The Lieuten-
. ant-Grovernor is not prepared to re-consider the matter.”
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Provincwal Budgets ; Provineial Contracts.
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(Babu Surendranath Banesjee ; Mr. Risley.)
PROVINCIAL BUDGETS.

The Hon’ble BaBu SURENDRANATI BANERIEE asked —

I have the honour to call attention to the romarks quoted in the mar-

These budgets (Provincial budgets), after a careful examination
by the Financial Department and tho Secretaries of the Departments
which have admimstrative conirol in each case, are compled and
forwarded to the Government of India, as a whole on the 16th Janu-
ary, through the Accountant-Genoral, who, by that tune, has before
him the actual fignres for nine months. Soon after the close of
February, the acinals for two more mouths, or eleven in all, arc
available, and on or about the 10th of March, a final revised estimale
for the expiring year, together with a final forecast for the year
beginning on the 18t of April, are lmd boforo the Government of Iudia,
for approval and for incorporation 1n the great Imperial budget
for the whole of India (vide Council Procsed.ngs of the 31st March,
1884).

gin made by the Hon'ble
Mr. DBourdillon, then
Financial Secretary to
the Government, and to
enquire whether, having
regard to the fact that
the budget is submitted
for the consideration of
the Supreme Government
on the 10th Marchk or
thereabouts, it would not

be possible to lay the budget before this Council before it is sent to the
Government of India for final approval, with the remarks of Members of
Council thereon, for the consideration of the Supreme Government ?

The Hon’ble Mr. RisLry replied :—

“Under the orders of the Government of India, the Financial statement
of a Local Government cannot be presented to, or discussed by, the local Legis-
lative Council until it has received the sanction of the Government of India.”

PROVINCIAL CONTRACTS.
The Hon’ble BABU SURENDRANATH BANERJEE asked—

Will the Government be pleased to state (1) the total sum which the
Government of Bengal has obtained from the Provincial contracts, owing to
the normal expansion of the Revenue over and above the contract figure, that
is to say the amount cxpected to be realized to meet the expenditure; (2) the
total sum which the Governtnent of Bengal would have obtained if the-
contract of 1877 had been in force ; (3) the total appropriations of tne Govern ]
ment of India over and above ithe sumsto which the Government of India
was entitled under the contracl:si? Have these sums been restored ?
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The Hon’ble Mr. RisLeY replied :—

“ The Hon’ble Momber will find the information which he requires in the
Financial statement of 1st April, 1893, and the Financial Resolution of 10th
October, 1896.”

FAMINE RELIEF WORKS IN BIHAR.

Thoe Hon’ble Banu SUuRENDRANATH BANERJEE asked—

Will the Governmert be pleased to give the names and salaries of
Superintondents and Assistant Superintendents employed upon relief works
in the affected tracts in Bihar?

Che Hon'’ble Basu Gury Prosuap Son asked—

Will it please Government to place jon the table a list of persons, not
being Government servants, who have becn specially appointed for the purpose
of Famine Relief in the atflicted districts of North Gangetic Bihar, as charge
Superintendents and Assistant charge Suporiq'bendents, with their respective
salaries and allowances ?

The Hon’ble MR. FINUCANE replied :~—
¢ The Statement called for by the Hon’ble Mémbers is laid on the table.”

Superintendents and Assistant Superintendents on Famine Reliof Works in the Paina

Droision,

A.—NoN-OrrFi01AL=—

District Shahabad—
Pay.  Horso allowance.,  Total.
Res. Rs, Rs,
-ur. G- 0. B' Bimh (11 ves 200 + 100 = 800
» Do Bmith san aen 20'0 -+ 100 = 800

L ]

Disirict Saran——
Mr.W. O.Lang . » 200 4+ 100 = -800
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District Champayan—

Pay.
Rs.
Mr, Q. Btill
3 J- Finzol 11} e 600
»» H. Christian . 300
Distriot Muzqffarpur—
Mr. C. C. Olare e 55 300
s J. 0. Crozier oos whe 300
» A. E. Gibson ose 300
y» B. E. Lomax s a%s 300
» H. B. Wileox i - 200
Astriot Darbhanga—
Mr. J. Burton o _— 300
” (J J Wr]gh{ e e 300
P -‘V L DlWlEB s wes 200
. 0 A, Mﬁnmu . ane 2{10
,» H.E Wild 200
» O. Kelly e ne 200

B.—Orricia1 8—

District Saran—
Mr. A Garroti, c.s

s 3.V, Rynn, Assistant bupermtendent of Police.
» J. C. Twidell, c.s.

Iustrict Champaran—
Mr II F.E. B Tostor, cs
,» L. E. Forroster, cs.
y» L. Boxwull, Assistant SBuperintendent of Police.
» R Tydo, Assistant Buperintendent of Policc,
w J.B. Woad, cs.

Dastrict Musqffarpur—

Mr. W. Y. Reily, Assistant Superintendent of Police.

» R. Sheopshanks, ¢ s.
» L. O. Clarko, c.s.

Bustriot Darbhanya—

Mr. T.Pl\ili. Browne, Assistant Superintendent of
olice.
»» G. P, Whalley, Assistant Superintendent of
Police (on sick leave).
» J. R Blackwood, c.s.
» W.B. Hayuook, [\:8
» P, Kloyn, Inspector of Police.

(20TH MaRoH,
Horss allowanoe, Total,
Res. Rs.
+ 100 = 700
+ 100 = 400
+ 100 = 400
+ 100 = 400
+ 100 = 300
+ 100 = 400
+~ 100 = 400
+ 100 = 300
+ 100 = 300
+ 100 = 800
+ 100 = 300
> These officers get their (]
pey + Rs. 100 &r:‘s;-

allowance in
travelling allowance,

lien of all
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O.—8ubdivisional Officors, Assistant Magqstrates and Josnt-Magistrates engaged in Famine
Work wn addition to thewr vrdinary dutbies.

District Shahabad—— )
Mr. H. L. Stephenson, Bhabua
Distriot Saran—
My, E. P. Chopman.
5 F. F. Lyall.
» 5. Lister.
Distriet Champaran—

Mr. F. R. Roe »These officers get their grade
T . pay and ordinary travel-
» J. H. Kerr. ling allowance.
Dustr irt Musaffarpur—
Mr. O. L. S. Luussell.
» J.F Grumng
» A.H Clayton,

District Darbhanga—

Mr. M Smither.
» C. P. Beachorolt. J

D.— Besdes the abore, certwn officers, whosc numbers arr approzimatily gioen below are employcd
as % Curole Qfficers” and * Officers w chargs ™ of works.

CircLe Orricrrs. . Otvrcoes 18 CHARrGE. .
Name of distriof. S, ———
No. » Pay. *| No. Pay.
1 2 3 4 *H
Shahabad 25 f ¥rom Rs. 35 on small
Saran ) | 45 ] 15 ] works to Rs. 70
Champaran . 75 Fr:;omni'[{s;‘;s%j 40 [» on Elia.t' 0 \\srorka:
Muzaffarpur ... 76 s 30 11 Re 100 in fow
Darbhanga ... s 65 66 |J cases,
Total 285 145

The namesgof thesa officers cannot bo given all or nearly all of thom are natives of India
Tha sorvices of Deputy and Bub-Doputy Collectors and of ltural sub-Ileguatrars have also been utihisod on lamine work.
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DISTRICT OFFICER IN KHULNA.
The Hon’ble Basu SURENDRANA.TH BaxerIEE asked—
Is it the case that since July, 1893, no fewer than nine District Magis-

trates have from ti
* Mr, Bompas, District Magistrate, from July, 1898 to October, 1883, - time

. Maguire, ,, w  » Ooctober, 1893 to April, 1894, t0 time been in charge

, Bell, » % » April, 1894 to October, 1894. of the district of

o B‘rowr:, - " - Octi?ber, 1894 1o April, 1895, Khulna, many of whom
«,, Fisher, . " » April, 1895 to October, 1895.

" Drown, " " ” OBtObBr,lsgﬁtrO Mﬂl'l.}h, 1886, lloldlng Oﬁice for Only
Binco March, 1896, three Magistrates, Mr. Fisher, Mr. Phillimoro and & few months? Is the
Mr. Vincont have held charge of the district one after enother. Mr. gtatement noted in the

Vincont, tho prosent Magistrate, has been in charge sinoe January last. e gin shewin g the fre-

quent transfers of district officers from Khulna substantially correct? Are
not these frequent transfors calculated seriously to interfere with the efficiency
of district administration, and will the Government be pleased to take steps to
- prevent them ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BorLToN replicd :—

“ For various rcasons it was found necessary in the past three years to
change the District Officer of Khulna as often as the Hon’ble Member mentions,
The'Lioutcnant-Governor_ agrees that such frequent changes are detrimental
to the efficient administration of a district, and it is the endeavour of the
Government to avoid them es much as possible. The necessity for retaining
the same officer at Khulna for a longer period than has been the case in recent
years has not escaped the notice of the Government.”

PUBLIC DEMANDS RECOVERY ACT.
The Hon'ble Basu Guru ProsgAD SFN asked—

Will the Government be pleased to state under what.circumstances and
under what representations it was found necessary to permit the Court of
Wards to relax the stringency of the Circular orders No. 3 of May, 1892, and
8 of October, 1895, prohibiting the issue of certificates under the Public
Demands Recovery Act in estates of which a survey has not been made, and to.
vest it with powers to use the certificate pmoedum even inthe case of an
unsurveyed estate ?
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Tho Hon’ble MR, FINUCANE replied :—

““The existing orders are in accordance with the instructions of the
Govornment of India, which directed that Collectors should issue no certificates
on the application of a Court of Wards, except where a record of rights had
been made and disputes between landlords and tenants settled, or in estates
declared by a formal order of the Board of Revenue to have a seftled rent-roll
and to be ripe for the application of the certificate procedure.”

The Hon’ble Basu Guru ProsHADp SEN asked—

Will the Government be pleased to order a strict enforcemont of these
Circular orders, the last of which appears to have boen issucd as the result of the
discussions in Council on the 8rd April, 18957

The Hon’ble Mz, FINUCANE replied :—

_ “The Government has no intention of further altering theso orders,
which are perfectly reasonable.”

RAIN-GAMBLING BILL.

The Hon’ble Mr. Bor.roNn moved for leave tointroduce a Bill for the suppres-
sion of rain-gambling. He said:—

“Full enquiry has been made into the practice of rain-gambling, and
the evil has boen found to exist to an oxtent which demands early action
on the part of the Government. Publie bodieg representing various sections
of the community in Calcutta have bien consulted, and opinion is strongly
and almost unaniwously in favour of legislation, The matter can thus
be dealt with at once, end dclay is neither necessary nor desirable. In
viow of the fact that tho session of the Council is, in the ordinary course,
drawing ‘to its close, I propose to ask Your Ilonour to suspend the Rules, to
admit of my introducing the Bill and moving that it be referred to a Solect
Committee. Undér your order, Sir, the Bill has already been published in the
Calcutta Gazette, with the Statoment of Objects and Reasons, and copies have
bheen placed in the hands of Hon’ble Membors, Its provisions are brief and
simple, and I venture to anticipate that they will not provoke prolonged
discussion,in the Council or in the Select Committee.”

The Motion was put and agreed to.
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The Hon’ble Mr. BorTox also applied to the President to suspend the Rules
of Business for the purpose of introducing the Bill and referring it to a
Select Committee.

The Hon’ble THE PRrESIDENT having declared the Rules suspended —

The Hof’ble Mr. Borrox introduced the Bill and also moved that it be read
in Council,

The Motion was put and agreed to.
The Bill was read accordingly.

The Hon’ble Mr. Bolton also moved that the Bill be referred to a Select
Committeo consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. Wilkins, the Hon’ble Babu Surendra-
nath Banerjeo, the Hon'ble Mr. M. S. Das, the Hon’hle Mr. Wallis, the Hon’blo
Sahibzada Mahomed Bakhtyar Shah and the Mover, with instructions to report
in one week. He said:—

“8ir, the Bill of which I am in charge is a small, but not unimportant,
measure. It sccks to put an end to a form of public gambling which has attained
considerable magnitude, which has already done much harm among certain classes
of the community in Calcutta} and which tends to affect larger and larger
numbers. I trust, and cannot byt believe, that its object will commend itself
to every Member of this Council.

“Rain-gambling was iniroduced into this City many years since by the
Marwaris, who are much addicted to play and wagering of one kind or another,
and is practised in the Bara Bazar quarter, where they chiefly reside. For some
years it was confined to one house containing a large courtyard where the gam-
blers can assemble. Two more houses were subsequently opened, and faci-
lities for gambling are now offered at three establishments. The system of play
followed at these places has been thus described. Attached #o the houses are a
number of men who register bets for the proprietors, charging them or the
successful wagerersa commission of one pice or of one anna, respectively, on each
rupee won. Tho bets are made on the occurrence of rain within a certain time,
and they aro registered three or four times daily. The proprietors of the
premises offer odds against rain, and these depend chiefly on the state of thd
weather, ranging from level money to 2 to 1, 3 to 1, and so on, sometimes np
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to 50 to 1. 'Those who back the rain do not win unless the fall suffices to cause
an overflow from a small raised tank through a spout, which is visible from
the courtyard. A clock is kept on the premises to regulate the time.

“For many years after its introduction rain-gambling was practised mainly
by the Marwaris; but, though it doubtless brought much pecuniary loss and
misery to members of that community, as is inevitable with the systematic
pursuit of gambling, the evil did not attain such proportions as to attract public
notice and call imperatively for the interference of the Government.. Recent
years, however, have seen a marked development of this vice; and crowds *of
all nationalities are now ohserved at the gambling establishments. The Com-
missioner of Police has reported that they aro frequented by KEuropeans, East
Indians, West Indians, Native Christians, Jews, Hindus and Muhammadans—
no doubt, chiefly the poorer and less respectable of those classes—and that
native women and even children take part in tho betting. So systematised
and general has rain-gambling, in fact
published in the past year, which p1 ¥ to instruct the public in the
study and forecast of the weather and .  Arnish- tips for the rainy season.
It appears that bets are made for small sums of fow annas as well as for many
hundreds of rupees, and temptation is thus offered to the poor and the
wealthy alike. The gambling-houses and the strects where they are situcted
are frequently crowded from morning till midnight, and stalls for registering
bets are kept in the street as well as inside the premises, causing much
obstruction to traffic. A public nuisance thuseexists, and, apart from the
annoyance to persons residing in, or using, the streets who do not take part
in the gambling, the Police fear that there may, at any time, be a serious
breach of the peace. The attention of the Government was drawn to this
gambling by a question asked in this Council by the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath
Banerjee in July, 1895, but Sir Charles Elliott was not disposed to undertake
legislation, on thg grounds that betting in private houses could not be put
‘down, and that it was not desirable to devise a law to stop this form
cf betting when -other forms were left untouched. Last year the matter
was again brought before the Government by a memorial submitted by a
considersble number of residents of the neighbourhood of the gambhng-
houses, complaining of the injury done to (hose who resorted to them, and
praying for their suppression, His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor was

ome, that a guide to it was
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satisfied that a state of things existed which demanded further considera-
tion, and aftor the receipt of a report from the Commissioner of DPolice,
the Calcutta Corporafion, the British Indian Association, the Central National
Muhammadan Association, the Muhammadan Literary Society and the Indian
Association were invited to express their opinion whether the evil of rain-
gambling is confined to the Marwari community, or whether it is so far-reaching
and disastrous in its effects as to warrant recourse to legislation. With one
exception, all these reprosentative bodies have replied that rain-gambling
extends to other classes than Marwaris, and strongly recommend legislation.
T4 is stated by one of tho Muhammadan bodies that many purde-nashin ladies
of certain soctions of their Sommunity are being drawn into this gambling
through the agency of fomale brokers secretly employed by the proprietors of
the establishments in DBara Bazar. 'I'he only dissenticnt opinion has been
expressed by the British Indian Association. Thoy rccognize that the evil
exists and is very demoralising, and that others than Marwaris are affocted;
but they object on general g1 nda to any legislation unless mcans could
he devised for checking all o mds of gammbling whether public or
private. The Hon’ble Mcmbe will observo that the caistence of a
serious evil is generally admitted; and, apat from the testimony thus
10ceived, it is manifost that an organized system of public gambling such
as this cannot be kept up without injury to many if not the majority
of those whom it attracts, Instances of ruin and crime resulting from
indulgence in rain-gumbling have been mentioned, and it is impossible to
doubt that many such cases have occurred. In the memorial presented last
year, to which I have alrcady alluded, it was stated that native bankers and
merchants and young women of respectable families had ruined them-
selves by this pernicious habit. If the Council desires to hear of specific
cases, I would mention two. In 1892 a young man ¢ mmitted suicide in
consequenco of his inability to repay a sum of money embezzled from his
employer for the purpose of meeting losses at rain-gambling. Two years later
another caso camo to notice in which & son lbad stolen ornaments of large
value and money from his father forthe same purpose. In the former case
the Jury which sat in the Coroner’s Court mado a presentment recommending
that measures should be taken to stop rain-gambling. In the presence of the
clear evidence of the widespread evil which is being done by these gamblni’g
establishments of Bara Bazar, not only among the Marwaris, rich and poor,
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but slso among the poorer members in particular of other communities, the
Lieutenant-Governor could entertain no doubt as to the necessity for legislation
for the suppression of rain-gambling, and this Bill is the outcome of his
consideration of the matter. It has been submitted to tho Governor-General
in Council, and sanction to its introduction in this Council has been received.

- “I have mentioned the objection taken by the British Indian Asseciation to
legislation for this form of gambling while other kinds of gambling are left
unchecked. Betting on horse races has beom spocified as equally perniciqus,
and it has been argued that so long as such bettipg is pormitted logislation for
the suppression of rain-gan bling caanot be justified. It is not my desire to
attempt to mgnimise the mischievous consequences of betting on the Turf; butl
would draw attention {0 a broad distinction between it and the gambling
which this Bill is designed to suppross. Racing is held for a few hours on only
a few days of the year; rain-gambling contir- ¢s daily and practically all day
for six months. It is a legitimate inference Lt the mischief done by betting
in the one case must be far less than in tho o®for. But whatevor may be the
fact as regards betting on the race-courses, it is, I venture to think, on the
present occasion a sufficient reply to tho objcction to partial legislation
tqsay that it is unreasonable to abstain from dealing with a particular form of
betting which can be reached and suppressed because attempts to suppiess
other forms appear wundesirable or impracticable. Legislation sagainst
rain-gambling has been undortaken in Bombay and undertaken with
success, and there is no roason to anticipate failure in this Presidency.
I confess my inability to understand the attitude of those who, while admitting
the very demoralising effects of rain-gambling, would permit it to flourish in
this City and draw more and more of the poorer classes under its baneful
influence. They cannot desire to defend it as a legitimate pastime, or deny
that it is possible to enforce a law for the suppression of the gambling houses,
and their objectidhs to legislation must, therefore. he characterized as purely

academic.

“It remains for me, before explaining the provisions of the Bill, to
notice that a memorial, largely signed by Marwaris, including some heads of
firms, andPmany managers and servants of other firms whose ownors were absent
from Calcutta, has recently been received protesting against legislation. The
memorialists traverse the statements made in the memorial of .]last year in
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condemnation of rain-gambling, assert that this form of gambling is compara-
tively innocuous or not more injurious than others, and that if suppressed
gambling in some new form will take its place, and pray that it may not be
interfored with. I have already, I trust, satisfied the Council that the character
of an innocent pastime which the memorialists claim for rain-gambling cannot be
rightly ascribed to it. It is possible, as they anticipato, that the Marwaris will
devise some new form of gambling on its suppression. They have, the
memorialists stato, introduced in Bombay a system of betting on the number of
cotton bales sold daily in the London market, not unlike the well-known betting
on the pricos realised at the Gdernment opium sales in Calcutta. The suppres-
sion of rain-gambling will, however, at least protoct from ruin and misery many
outside the Marwari community who have been drawn into the gafabling estab-
lishments, DBut the Governmenf has reason to know that the more respectable
Marwari residents themselves would be glad to sec this gambling suppressed,
although they are prevented by « te obligations from openly announcing their
view. In any case, it would i entiroly inconsistent with the principle of
English administration in regard .o gambling to tolerate the existence of public
gambling houses in Calcutta or any other town of this Province.

“The provisions of the Bill may be very briefly explained. In Bombay
legislntion took the form of a short Act amending the General Gambling Act
of the Presidency by including ¢ wagering’ in the definition of ¢gaming,’
and ‘any article used as a subject or means of gaming’ in the definition of
‘instruments of gaming.” Wagoring on yainfall thus became illegal, and water-
spouts and clocks watched for the degision of the bets, if within the premises
of the ganiing house, became instruments of gaming. In the present Bill it is
proposed to effect the object in view by directly prohibiting rain-gambling.
The definition of ‘common gaming house’ in the Bengal Acts is, therefore,
to be amended by the addition of words which will bring within it any
premises in which rain-gambling, specified as ¢the form ol wagering called
rain-gambling,’ is carritd on; ‘gaming ' is to be defined as including rain-
gambling; and within the definition ‘instruments of gaming’ are to be
included books or registers in which rain-gambling wagers are entered, and all
documents containing evidence of such wagers. These amendments will, it,is
bolioved, be effective against rain-gambling as it is now conducted, “If
gambling is hereaftor practised in private honses it could be done only



1897.] Rasn-Gambling Bill, 93
[ Mr. Bolton ; Mr. Wallis.]

on a small scale, and the harm would be proportionately small. The
risk of prosecution would be a strong check against attempts to revive the
gambling establishments in private residences. But while provision is made
for suppressing tho rain-gambling whicn actually exists in Calcutta, it id
obviously essential to guard against the setting up of similar establishments
in the vicinity or in any town of the interior. The amendments which I havo
described are, thercfore, to be introduced in the following Acts, which provide
for the punishment of gambling in this Irovince, that is, Aot XXI of 1857,
so far as it rclates to Howrah, Act IV (B.C.) of 1806, relating to the Town of
Calcutta, and the general Act, II (B.C.) of 186Y which operates in particular

places on extension.”
L

The Hon’ble MR, WarLie said :—“1 belicve I am in order in referring at
this stage of the proccedings to the general provjsions of tho Bill which is now
befote tho Hon’ble Membors, and which it is f gposed to refer to a Select Com-
mittee. I do not wish, sir, for one moment § stand here as the champion
of rain-gambling or of wagering or bettin ,of any description; but I would
desire to submit that the proposal at this meeting to introduce the Bill, to
suspend the Rules of Business, to move ~** it bo read in Council, and to
appoint a Sclect Committeo with instru : to report in a week, has, to say
the very least of it, the appearance of nndue haste. Personally I must almit
that I am not prepared at such short notice to refer in detail to the principles
of the Bill, or to express an opinion one way or the other; for up to the present
the memorial which was referred to by the ITon’ble Member in charge of the
Bill, and which I understand was submitted to Your Honour last year, praying
that rain-gambling should be suppressed, has not reached my hands, and it
was _only on Tuesday last that I received official notice that I would be asked
to sif on the Select Commitieo. Since then I have ondeavoured to find out
something about this form of wagering. I have interviewed several gontlemen
who are eapable of giving an unbiased opinion, and I have visited one of the
betting houses. I am compelled to say that in my opinion the betting is carried
on in & very systematic and open way. I certainly hold with the opinion
expressed by Sir Charles Elliott through kis Chief Secretary as recently as
July 186, that it would be practically impossible to put down betting in
private houses, and if this particular form were stopped, it would break out
in some other, and if drivgn into secrecy, might be more barmful than if
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practised openly. Further, ho did not think it possible to devise a law which
would stop the form of betting known as rain-gambling without also bringing
guch practices as betting on races or on other events of chance within its
prohibition. This, sir, seems to mo the correct view of the matter; for it is
manifestly undesirable to legislate for one particular form of wagering and to
leave untouched 8o many othors which are known to cxist. I do mnot think,
sir, that this Bill hasbeen sent to the European Associations for opinion. I am
almost certain that the Bengal Chamber of Commerce has not been consulted,
and I know the Trades Association have not, I would therefore bog, Sir, that
you will exercise the discretion which is given you under scction 22 of the Rules
of Business, and allow me to put forward an amendment that the discussion
of the general principles of the Bill be postponed, and that the Bill be referred
to all the Associations and public bodies in Caleutia for an expression of their
opinion with a request that the roport as carly as possible. In support of. my
amendment, I would urge that : ‘*his form of wagering has been carried on

for upwards of three quarters o -y, it is certainly not desirable to hurry
the Bill through, even if my ame. t should lead to the postponement of
the question until the autumn sessic even until next cold season.”

The Hou'ble Sir Crarres « said :—“1 desire to make one observa-

tion. I find that objection is taken o this Bill on the ground that no
legislation should be undertaken in regard to one form of gambling until we
are also propared to take iato consideration legislation in respect of other
forms of gambling. I hope this Bill may be the commencement of an attack
upon gambling of every description. The objection taken does not commend
itself to my mind, we must make a beginning.”

~ The Hon'ble Mz. M. 5. Das said :— A good deal has been written in"the
papers and said about this Bill, but one thing I do not understand, namely, why
there should be so much opposition to this Bill. The existing law on the
subject contains a provision against keeping a common gaming-house, and the
amendment proposed by this Bill only aims at enlarging the definition of the
ferm ‘ common gaming-houses.”Z I do not see how there can be any analogy
between betting at races and the system of gambling for the auppi.ssion of
which this Bill has been introduced ; because certainly there is a certain amount
of difference between people betting in their owy houses and the systematic
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betting carried on in establishments which are open to the public where any
one can go and indulge in botting. The law aims at putting down such
common gaming-houses. A legislative asscuibly does not undertake to improve
the morality of the people. We do not sit here to do the work of preachers
and moralists ; but in all countrics tho Legislature does undertake to put a
certain amount of restraint upon places of public resort for the protection of
the public. The Marwari community are of course quite welcome to indulgo
in betting in their own houses; but if they require certain appliances for tho
purpose, a reservoir and a spout through which water must flow, they reduco
it to the form of a common gaming-house. I do not think it is the inteution
of this Bill to stop Marwaris or any other persons from gambling about rain
falling, or staking their purses upon prognostications of 1uin; but it is this
particular system of gambling which it is proposed to suppress by means of
this' Bill.

“While we are on this subject, I beg respectfully to submit that this
opportunity should be utilised to introduce a small amendmeut in the Gambling
Act which affects the mufassal. There isa differcnce in tho provisions of
the two Acts,—the Act which affects Caleutta, and the Act which affects the
mufassal, with regard to tho power of the Magistrate to order tho saarch
of a house on suspicion that it is a common gaming-houso. A Magistrate in
Calcutta can take the initial proceeding when he receives information upon
oath; whereas under tho Mufassal Act no such thing is necessary to enable
the Magistrate to take the initial procecding. It has often boen remarked
that in carrying out the provisions of this Act, some zoolum is dcne by the
mufassal police; and as it is the duty of this Council to protect tho intercsts
of the public by preventing gambling, I think it is the duty of the Council as
well to see that some person should be held responsible for any annoyance
or insult to whick an innocent person may be put when the scarch of his
house is made on ioformation which porhaps proceeds from malico or spito.
This would not be the case if tho information was on outh. This is a
suggestion I beg to make, and I hope the Hon'ble Momber in chargo of the
Bill will tgke this mattor into consideration. It is a very small matter,
and I hope the Hon'ble Member will seo his way to introduce such an

amendment. ”’
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The ITon’ble Rar Esuax CrUNDRA MirTRA BAHADURsaid :—¢ Up to yesterday
1 thought of opposing this Bill, but after hearing thoe instances of ruin which the
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill has adduced, I consider the object of this
Bill to be extremely bencvolent. I think, however, that the Bill may be made
a little more comprehensive in its provisions. I am not one of those who think
that becauso the Government cannot touch gambling upon horse-racing or on
opium Zejimundis, the Legislature should not be in a position to put a stop to the
evil which this Bill is intended to meet. Evils must be met gradually, and
beéause one particular form of gambling cannot be dealt with at once, that is not
a reason which should provent legislation regarding another particular evil. I
therefore think the legislation now proposed is one which ought to be supported.
No doubt there are certain scctions of the law which confer too much power
upon the police, but at the same timo the police must have some power for the
suppression of this evil, and I would suggest that the definition of gaming-
house should beamended in Sclect Committeo, I the mere fact of finding cards
in a house is sufficient to raise a presumpiion that it is a gaming-house, no house
would be freo from suspicion. Tho law as it stands provides that the finding
of cards is evidence of a house being a gaming-house. I submit that the law
goes too far in this respect, and I have no doubt the Council will be able to
introduce a modification which would lead to goneral satisfaction. ”

The Ton’ble Banu SurLypraNArg Bascrore said :— I shall not be doing
justico to mysclf if T do not accord my cordial support to this Bill. I have not
been ablo to follow the observutions of the 1lon’ble gentloman who has asked
for the postponement of the Bill. His chief grievance scems to be that certain
European ‘Associations were not consulted. He does not say that the enquiry
instituted by the Government was not oxhaustive, but that particular Associa-
tions representing particular interests were not consulted. I should like to
ask the Ifon'blo gentleman what interest the European Associations have
in a Bill of this description. Suppose the Government were to introduce
a Bill relating to mercantilo matters, would it he any answer to the Bill being
proceeded with that the British Indian Association and the Indian Association
or the two distingunished Muhammadan Associations which are so ably re-
presentod here, had not been consulted ? 1 do not suppose the Hon’h'a Membe
in charge of the Bill would waste his time in sending such a Bill round for
the consideretion of bodies who could not be presumed to have any particular
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knowledge of such matters. The European community have not the
smallest interest in tho Bill now beforo the Council. It is not pretended
that European merchants or tradesmen fieycent places liko these or tiko pait
in rain-gambling transactions The European Associations woro not consulted
because it was not thought necessary to do so. The Caleutta Corporation
considered the matter at a meeting of the general committee, the executive
body of the Corporation. I hold in my hands the proceedings of that meeting
when the voto in favour of legislation was practically unanimous, there beifg
only two dissentionts. The Bill was also considered by the Indian Association
with the Hon’ble Membor for tho University in the Chair, and the vote there
was absolutely unanimous. ‘lhe Muhammadan Literary Associution and the
Central Muhammadan Association also sapported legislation in connection
with this matter. I confess I cannot undeistand the other argument which
has been urged Ly the same Ilon’ble Member, namely, that this practice has
been in force for the last reventy-five ycars, and thercfore it may be allowed
to continue for some time longer Prescription does not consocrato an cvil.
No matter how long an evil has been in existence, if it is an evil which is
growing and is expanding, if it is proving detrimental to a substantial portion of
the community, it is the duty of the Government and of the Legislature to pat
it down. It has been urged that because wo cannot suppress betting on theYurf,
therefore we must not ihterfere with rain-gambling.” I would rejoico if wo
could see our way to suppress betling on the turf; but does it stand to reason
and common scnse that because wo cannot suppress both these evils wo must
not suppress one of them when itisin our power to do so? The two forms of
gambling do not indeed stand on the same footing. Betling on the turf is
supported by the opinion of the civilized world, and a legislator wastes his
breath who legislates in violent opposition to public sentiment. It would be
futile to do so. Betting on the turf is suppcrted by a large body of public
opinion, and canoris and rules have come into existence which act as safe-
guards against abuse. I should like to krow if any such safeguards oxist as
torain-gambling. Then I am told that if rain-gambling be suppressed in
public, it will be carried on insecret. This is precisely one of those forms of
gambling #hich cannot be carried on in secret. If it rains tho bet is won; if
it does not, it is lost. The gamblers mustlook at the clouds. They can
hardly do so in secret. Further, if an evil practice is suppressed by-legeslation,
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and if such legistation is not very much in advance of public sentiment, the
evil ig sure to be minimized and must eventually disappear. Let me give a
concrete instance. The Government has put down those dens of iniquity in
which opium smoking was practised. Opium smoking has not indeed dis-
appeared. But the evil has been minimised. The number of opium-smokers
has become less, and in the course of the next twenty or thirty years the
evil will have disappeared. It will be the samo in the case of rain-gambling.
If you fail to deal with the ovil now, it will strike a firm root in tho soil,
vestod interests will gather round it, and it will gradually enlist the support
of a sympathetic public opinion. I have discussed this question with men of
light and leading in Bara Bazar, and I have heaid no opinion except
such as condemned the practice. Culcutta society was not long ago convulsed
by the tale of an atrocious murder committed by a Bengali named Annoda
Prosad Ghose, He murdered his sons. And when the story of his life was
published, what was the most startling fact which it disclosed? He was a con-
firmed rain-gambler, and lost the whole of his fortune, amounting to two lakhs of
rupees, in the rain-gambling establishment. Only the other day I was having
a conversation with onec of tho foremost men in the Marwari community,
He said there was a respectable lady living in  Bara Bazar who had
taken to rain-gambling; she wont through the whole of her money, and then
went astray ; another person ombezzled his master’s money, and then expiated
his guilt in the Presidency jail, and there arc no doubt other cases which have
not seen the light. 1 have no hesitation in saying that it is the bounden duty
of the Government and the Legislature to suppress an evil which is spreading
fast. It is not confined to the Marwari community: it has epread to the
Bengali community, to Eurasians, Armecnians and Jews. I know there are
clerks employed in the Bengal Office who frequent these gaming-houses, I hope
and trust this Bill will be passed into law before the rains set in, and a Gov-
ernment which places such a law as this upon the statuto-book will be entitled
not only to the lasting gratitude of the Marwari community, but to the appro-
bation of the thinking and the good among all sections of the people.”

The Hon'ble Nawan Syup Amurr Hossein said : —‘ While according my sup=
portto this Bill, I must protest against any delay in passing the measury, for thag
will mean to allow another full season for the practice of rain-gambling, which
begins from about the middle of the month of May, Next to the Commissioner
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of Police, I, as Magistrate of the Northern Division of the Town, have had fre-
quent opportunities of observing the evil effects of rain-gambling. It is carried
on within my jurisdiction, and I have had several cases of honest gomashtas,
durwans and other servants falling into the temptation, and after losing all
they possess, committing either theft or criminal breach of trust. In addition
to the two cases of suicide mentioned by the Hon’ble Member in charge of the
Bill, I had, while acting as Coroner last yoar, another case, in which a man
commltted suicide eimply because he was ruined by rain gambling. I had also
before me the case of Annoda Prosad Mitter, the real cause of whose ruin was
rain-gambling. I thereforae strongly support this Bill.”

The Hon’ble Rar Durca Gart BanerjEA BAHADUR said:~-“With Your
Honour’s permission I will say a word or two in support of this Bill. The ex-
haustive and lucid speech of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill gives an
adequate idea of the pernicious effocts of rain-gambling. 1 have personal know.
ledge of the ruin which this baneful system of gambling has caused to many
families in Calcutta, This evil is not confined to Marwaris, but extends also to
other sections of the community. In fact, it is a public nuisance, as has heen
remarked by the Hon'ble Mover ; and tho sooner it is suppressod, the better for
society. It is an acknowledged ovil, and there is no _reason why it should not
be suppressed because other smular evils exist. There seoms to be nothing in
the system of rain-gambling which can commend if either from a social or moral
point of view, The sooner therefore this seriousand growingevil is suppressed
the better. This has already been done by legislation in Bombay, and 1 do not
see why this Council should not follow the example set by that Legislature.”

The Hon’ble Basu Guxu Prosaap SeN said :—‘I hope the Hon’ble Member
in charge of the Bill will seerhis way to include section 6 of the Gambling Act
in his scheme of amendment. That section provides that when any cards, dice
or.ether instrament of gaming are found in any honse, tent, room, space, or
walled enclosure entered or searched under the provisions of the last preceding
section, or about the person of any of those who are found therein, it shall be
evidenve, Mntil the contrary is proved, that such house is used as & gaming-
house. Here the accused has to prove his innocence when a case is brought
aguinst him. That Act was passed in 1867. Probably the emergency of the
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case at the time required a provision like that; but when the Legislature is
engaged in amending the Gambling Act there is no reason why this particalar
section should not come under revision,”

The Hon’ble Mz. BouroN in reply said :—¢ The support which this Bill has
received from the Council is very gratifying to myself as its Mover. The Hon’ble
Mr. Wallis has taken objection to the haste with which legislation is being pressed.
The sole reason for passing rapidly through the early stages of the Bill is
that the Session of the Council will come to an end shortly, and that, therefore,
if the measure is to be passed now, the Council must ga through the preliminary
stages quickly. For delay in passing this Bill I can conceive no possible reason.
In addition to the cases which 1 have mentioned to the Council, other instances
of the very serious evil done by rain gambling have been mentioned by
the Hon’ble Babu SBurendranath Banerjee and the Hon’ble Nawab Syud Ameer
Hossoin, and there can be no rearon for allowing this form of public gambling to
continue for one day longer than can be avoided. The Bill will cause injury to
nonoe but the keepers of the gambling-houses, who, no doubt, bénefit very largely
by the recklessness or want of intelligenco of the unfortunate people who resort
to their houses. To the gamblers, and others who might hereafter have been
tempted to follow their example, this Bill will be an incalculable boon, If the
Marwari community, as those who have memorialised against legislation have
themselves declared, cannot repress their passion for betting, the Bill will/not
be open to the reproach of adding to the many ways in which they indulge
that passion : on their own admission it will only result in one form of gambling
being substituted for another. Inquisitorial interference with gambling in
private houses is not proposed. The kill deals only with public gambling,
for the suppression of which the law already provides. All that it insists upon
is that if the Marwaris choose to indulge in gambling, they shall not be per-
mitted to do so in houses to which the public are invited. While making these
remarks about the Marwaris, however, I must repeat that it is known to the
Government that the most respectable men of that community are most anxiops
that legislation on this subject should be carried through, and that they would
hail with the greatest satisfaction the passing of this Bill. The action of the
Government in pushing this Bill through the Council, therefore,aneeds o
defence. I have already, in my opening speech, replied to the argument that
this legislation is unjustifiable while we abstain from interfering with other.
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forms of gambling, and other Hon’blo Members have also pointed out the
futility of that argument. The Hon’ble Mr. Wallis took exception to the
Government not having invited the opinions of the Chamber of Commerce and
the Trades Association on the necessity for legislation in this case. As I have
already informed the Council, various native Associations have been consulted,
and with a single exception they strongly and unanimously recommen1 legisla-
tion, It did not occur to the Government to consult the Chamber of Commerce
and the Trades Association, becauso Europeans are not concerned with this
matter. The fact, as reported by the Commissioner of Police, that Europegns
and Eurasians resort to these rain-gambling houses can afford no ground for a
countention that the interests of Europeans in general wro affected by the
provisions of this Bill. It appears to me, therefore, entirely unnecessary to
postpone the consideration of this Bill in order to invite the opinions of the
Chamber of Commerce and the Trades Association. As opinions have already
been invited and received from the Associations which are really concorned
with this measure, and which it was necessary to consult as reprosentatives of
different sections of the nativo community in Caleutta, I must oppose the
amendment which the Hon’ble Member desires to move for postponing the
consideration of the Bill to another Session of the Council. During that
interval a serious public nuisance will continue, and further evil will be dono
among the people who are drawn to these gaming-houses. The Hon’ble
Mr. Das, Babu Gruru Proshad Sen, and Rai Eshan Chundra Mittra have suggested
that the Council should also take into consideration certain provisions of
the Acts dealing with public gambling, but it is not necessary to examine
those provisions of the law at present, and I must object to our travelling
beyond the scope of this Bill, which has been framed simply for the purpose of
including rain-gambling as practised in Bara Bazar among the different forms
of public gambling which are prohibited by the existing law. We are not here
to undertake the general revision of the gambling law. For such a revision
of the law a sepatrate measure must be introduced, in connection with which
the principles which regulate the law could be discussed. I am not prepared,
therefore, to support the suggestion of the Hon’ble Members that the desirability
of amending the sections to which they have referred should be considered. If
any Honsle Member desires to bring forward in Select Committee any
particular amendment of the law, he will be at liberty to do so, but personally I
shall etrongly oppose any amendment in the direction which has beensuggested.”
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The Hon’ble THE PRESIDENT said:—* Before putting the motion, it is
perhaps as well that 1 should express my own personal views in regard to this
measure. 1 am afraid I do not risé a very great height of moral elevation in
connection with this Bill. Personally, I have no sympathy whatever with
gambling in any shape or form. I never made a bet in my life; I do not play
cards for monecy; and the only gambling I eover indulged in, if it can be
80 called, was when I took some tickets in Lady Mackenzie’s lucky bag at the
Fancy Fair at Boelvedore a few days ago. Iam no believer in enforcing
merality by legislation. I Jook upon this Bill simply as a measure of police.
1 havo been convinced by the reports of the Commissioner of Police that the
practice of rain-gamuling has grown to the dimensions of a large and growing
public nuisance It is soicly in that light that I approach the question. At
home and in most civilised countries common gaming-houses are looked upon
with disfavour, and are supprossed by legislation. The mode in which this
form of gambling i8 conducted in Bara Bazar has become so intolerable as
to call for the intorvention of the police. Thoy are common gaming-houses of
a most notorious desciiption, and ought, as a matktor of police pure and simple,
to be suppressed. This is simply the light in which I view the question.

“T am not prepared to accept the amendment of the Hon’ble Mr. Wallis,
though of course it is open to him to ask that it should be put to the Council
should he consider it necessary to do so. This Bill has been before the public
for a long time. It did not occur to me to refer it to the Ewtopean Associa-
tions, but it was open to those Associations, if they were interested in the
measuroe, to approach the Government without any special invitation. They
havo often done so in the past, and will, I trust, continue to do so in the
future. I do not know what the Hon'ble Mr. Wallis saw in Bara Bazar in
the middle of the hot weather,—probably not very much, but if he visits it in
the rains or reads a description of it in the rains, I think he will be convinced
that this is a measure which, in the interests of good order in the city, we are
bound to press forward. The delay in introducing this Bill into Council is
not altogether the fault of the Government of Bengal. We had to secure the
approval of the Governor-General and of the Government of India to this
legislation before we could introduce it, and the Government of India amidst
its many duties necessarily and unayoidably loat some time in replving, ?e
must push it through now, because we consider that when once the detormina-
tion has been come to to put down the evil, we ought not fo allow it
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to continue for another rainy season. As a matter of fact no delay could add
to the information which the Select Committee will have before them. I have in
the drafting of this Bill, which follows largely my own suggestions,avoided as far
as I could the difficulties which arose from tlie introduction of the form of words
which found favour in Bombay. I soughtto raise no general question as to
the propriety of other forms of wagering, but to make the Bill deal directly
and simply with the particular evil which we sought to control, rain gambling
in common betting houses. Hence the shape which it assumes, and I trust the

Select Committee will see their way to return it to the Council without any
materiul altoration in its form.

““The Hon’ble gentlemen who have suggested that we should take this
opportunity of amending other portions of the Act have aiso pressed upon us
the inadvisability of delaying the passing of this Bill. But T must call
attention to tho™act that if we do tamper with or alter the Act as a whole and
the general principles of it, we must necessarily hang it up until opinons upon
those alterations are received from all over Bengal. Therefore I trust that
when this Bill goes before the Select Committee, they will confine their attention
to the Bill as it is now laid before them.”

The Hon’ble Mg. Warvts said :—*“ I still desire, with Your Honour’s per-
mission, notwithstanding all that has been said by the respective speakers,
respectfully to put the #mendment I have brought forward. I should have
refrained from making any further remarks but, for one or two observations
which have fallen from the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee. He said
that this Council would not think of referring commercial questions for the con-
sideration of the Muhammadan Literary or other kindred Associations, but the
Hon’ble Member surely doos not seriously mean to compare this piece of general
legislation to legislation confined to commercial questions pure and simple.
He must remember that the Chamber of Commerce, holding the position it
does in Caloutta, has nat been built up by taking into consideration questions
which concern them alone as commercial men, but their views have been
asked and sought for by the Government, and they have taken up questions
entirely outside the interest of Commerce, and have done so in the interests of all
classes of gociety. And I may also be allowed to say that the Trades Associs-
tien, though in a much less degree, have ventured to do the same. I therefore
still consider, notwithstanding what has fallen from the Hon’ble Members
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who have spoken and the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill, that this

Bill should be referred to the Chamber of Commerce and the Trades Associa-
tion for an expression of their views.

“I prefaced the remarks which I first made by saying that I was not
championing rain-gambling or gambling or betting of any sort, and I.
purposely avoided expressing my opinion either on the question directly before
me or upon any other form of wagering or betting. I said that I was not in
a position to discuss the general provisions of the Bill simply because I did
not know sufficiently about the matter. I must, however, now frankly admit
that the attitude which I took in respect of this Bill has been considerably
altered by what I had sinco heard of the crimes which have resulted from the
effects of this vice of rain-gambling. The Hon’ble Member in charge of the
Bill has been good enough to put my name on the Select Gommittee, and I
shall therefore have the opportunity of considering any further information
which may be placed before us. I could, however, still desire, with Your
Honour’s permission, that my amendment should be put to the Council.”

The Hon’ble Mr. WaLris’s motion that the Bill be referred to all
Associations and Public Bodies in Calcutta for an expression of their views upon

it, with a request to report thereon as early as possible, was put to the vote and
negatived.

The Hon’ble Mr. BorTox’s motion that the Bill be referred to a Select
Committee was then put and agreed to.

AMENDMENT OF CERTAIN SECTIONS OF BENGAL TENANCY
ACT, 1885.

The Hon’ble Mg, FinucaNe moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend

sections 30, 31, 39, 52 and 119 and Chapter X of the Behgal Tenancy Act,
1885. He said:—

“This Bill with its Statement of Objects and reasons will be circulated
and placed in the hands of Hon’ble Members in a day or two. The Bill is an
important one—perhaps one of the most important Bills introduced in hi
Council for many years past, but I do not propose to detain fire ‘Couheil
to-day in attempting to explain its provisions or its objects and veasons. I
ehall, with the permission of the Council, do so when Hon’ble Members have
bad time to read the Bill and sce what its provisions are.”
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The Hon'ble Rar Esnax Cronpra MirTRa Bahadur said:—‘“Ag I have great
doubts upon the point, may I ask Your Honour's permission to put a question
tothe Hon’ble Member in charge of this Bill, namely, whether this Council,
has the power to curtail or to modify the jurisdiction of the High Court.”

The Hon'ble Sie CrarLis PAuL said:—‘ As the question of the power
of this Council to interfere with the jurisdiction of the High Court has been
mentioned, I wish to state that I have lately had occasion to consider the
question. The Bengal Council has no power to cut down any Act of Parlih-
ment, and so far as the High Court receives any jurisdiction from an Act of
Parliament, this Council cannot modify or control such jurisdiction, but all
jurisdiction which the High Cowrt receives from the Acts of the Governor-
Genersl in Council or from any Act of this Legislature can, with the consent
of the Governor-&eneral in Council, be controlled or modified or abrogated by
this Council.”

The Hon’ble ToE PrESIDENT 8aid :—*¢ The Bill is not before the Council at
present, and none of the members know at present what it contains, A refer-
ence to the Bengal Tenancy Act will show that this Council has the power to
amend that Act, and therefore the objection which has been taken is premature
at this stage. The only question at present before the Council is that leave be
given to introduce & Bill, contents unknown, to amend.the Bengal Tenancy Act.
The Bill, as the Hon'ble Mr. Finucane has said, is a very important one, and
I have no intention of rushing it through. It*will at present be simply
introduced and explained ; it will then be published and referred for opinion
to all public officers and local bodies, and there will be ample time, before the
Council takes up the Bill in its later stages, to know what the Bill proposes to
do, what it does not do and what the Council ought to do.

«] will also take this opportunity to say that I bave no intention of
hurrying throngh the further stages of the Partition Bill, but I hope the Select
Committee will be able to submit its report before the Council parts, as my
intention is to republish the Bill and to refer it to public officers and local
bodies, and to await the receipt of their opinions before the Council proceeds
to considersthe Select Committee’s report.”

The Motion was put and agreed to.
The Council adjourned to Saturday, the 27th instant.

F. G. WIGLEY,
CALCUTTA ; } Of . Asst. Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal,

The 7¢k April, 1897, Legisiative Depariment,
Reg. Mo- 316 M0b— 0447,



Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of* the Lieutenant-@Qovernor of Bengal,
assembled for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations under the provisions
of the Indian Qouncils Acts, 1861 and 1892.

Tre Council met at the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 27th March,
1897.
Present:

The Hon’ble SiR AvLexsNDER Mackenzie, ®.c.s.I., Lieutenant-Governor of
Benpal, presiding.

The Hon’ble Stk CrarLes PavL, K.0.1.E.,, Advocate-General of Bengal,

The Hon’ble II. H. RistEY, C.I.E.

. The Hon’ble Rat DurgA GaTi BaNcriea BAHADUR, C.LE.

The Hon'ble Nawan Syup AMeer HosseN, C.ILE.

The Hon’ble M. FINUCANE.

The Hon’ble C. W. Bovrrox.

The Hon’ble W. H. GrMLEY.

The Hon’ble J. G. H. Guass, c.LE,

The Hon'’ble C. A. WiLriNs,

The Hon’ble SURENDRANATE BANERIEL,

The Hon’ble A. M. Bosk.

The Hon’ble Rar Esgan Crunpga MiTTRA BARADUR.

The Hon’ble Guru ProsHAD SEN.

The Hon’ble ManarasA BaHADUR S1r RAvANEsSHWAR PROSHAD SINGA, R.C.LE.,
of Gidhaur.

The Hon’ble M. 8. Das.

The Hon’ble A, H. WavLris,

The Hon’ble Sanipzapa ManoMED BARKATYAR SHAnH,

RAIN-GAMBLING BILL.
The Hon’ble Mr. BoLtoN presented the Report of the Select Committee
on the Bilt*for the suppression of rain-gambling. He said :—

¢ At the next meeting of the Council I propose to move that ths Report be
taken into consideration, and that the Bill be passed into law.”
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The Hon'ble Basu Guru Prosmap Sen said :—¢ With Your Honowr’s per-
mission 1 wish to give notice, under Rule 21 of the Rules for the Conduct of
Business, that I shall move for the introduction of a section to repeal section

6 of Bengal Act II of 1867, and the corresponding Scction 47 of Bengal Act 1V
of 1866.”

The Hon'ble THE PRESIDENT said:~~“ Do you propose to move it as an
amondment to the Bill before the Council 77

The Hon’ble Basu Guru Prosuan SeN replied :—¢ It is rather an addition
to the Bill.”

The Hon'ble 711 PrEsinpent said:—*“ I do not think we can go beyond the
provisions of this Bill, which ig a Bill for the suppression of rain-gambling; and
what you propose to do is to move a substantial addition to the Bill by way of
amendment of the Gambling Act. I have not the permission of the Govern-
ment of India to introduce such a provision in this Bill.”

Tho Hon’ble Basu Guru Prosaan Sen said :— Your Honour has the per-
mission of the Government of India to amend the Gambling Act by way of

addition. 1 do not propose to go further. I simply ask permission for the
repeal of section 6 of the Gambling Act.”

The Hon’ble taE PrEsmpent said :—“The Hon’ble Member can bring
forward his motion, but I shall oppose the amendment as going beyond the scope

of the present Bill. It will make a serious alteration in a law, which is on
all fours with the English law on the subject.”

|
BENGAIL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1897-98.

The Hon'ble Mg, Risrey lai
for 1807-98 with explanatory no

PART I}—QGeneral Review.
(1) ACQOUNTS OF 1896-96.

1. The closed accounts for 1895-86 show that the Provineial receipts of
the ycar amounted to Rs. 4,58,51,020 against the revised estimate of -
Rs. 4,56,39,000, and the Provincial expenditure to Rs. 4,43,53,440 against the
rovised estimate of Rs. ,44,10,000, thus working out to a surplus of

} on the table the Bengal Financial Statement
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Rs. 14,98,080 against Rs. 12,29,000 anticipated when the revised estimate was
framed. The main causes of this imprdvement were the increase in the
Provincial share of the net earnings of tho Eastorn Bengal State Railway
system, due to the heavy jute traffic during the last quarter of tho year, and
the decrease in expenditure under Stationery and Printing.

(2) REVISED ESTIMATE IFOR 18986-97.

2. The Budget Estimate for 1896-97, as adopted by the Government of
India, assumed that the year would open with a credit balance of Iis. 55,51 ,000,
that the total revenue would amount to Rs. 4,46,36,000, and the total expendi-
ture to Rs. 4,67,47,000, so that the ycar would close with & balance of
Rs. 34,40,000. Tho latest estimate available for the accounts of the year shows
that the total receipts will probably be Rs. 4,63,81,000, which is better than
was originally expected by Rs. 17,45,000, and that the expenditure will be
Rs. 4,80,94,000, which gives an increasc of Rs. 13,47,000: the result is a net
improvement of Rs. 3,98,000, and as thore is an increase of Rs. 2,60,000 in the
expocted amount of the opening balance, the total improvement on the original
estimate 18 Rs. 6,67,000. The large increase of rovenuo in the revised, as com-
pared with the original, cstimate is mainly due to an increase of Rs. 7,87,000 in
the Provincial sharo of the net earnings of tho Lastern Bengal State Railway.
There is also a considerable increase under Stnmps (Rs. 4,84,000), Provincial
Rates (Rs. 1,10,000), Asscssed Taxes (Rs. 1,25,000), and Irrigation (Rs, 1,42,000).
Smaller adva.nces also appear under Land Revenue (Rs. 76,000), Excise
(Rs. 62,000), Registration (Rs. 68,000), Miscollaneous heads (Rs. 50,000), and Civil
Works (Rs. 60,000). On the other hand there is a special payment of Rs. 2,00,000
adjusted under Land Revenue, being half the amount of deferred interest on the
Kidderpore Dock loans remitted by the Governmont of India on the recom-
mendation of this Government. The main increase in expendituroc is the provi-
gion of Rs. 18,50,000 for the relicf of distress arising from the prevailing famine, a
calamity which was not anticipated when the budget was originally framed, and
against this increase there are decreases of about 2 lakhs under ¢ Direct demands
on the revenues,” of nearly a lakh under Irrigation, and of more than 1} lakh
under Public Works, taking together the works under direct management and
those unde: local authorities. Tha net result of these variations from the
Budget of 1896-97 is an increase in the closing balance of Rs. 6,67,000, from
Rs. 34,40,000 to Rs. 41,07,000.
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(3) PROVINCIAL CONTRACT, 1897.1902.

3. 1 now turn to the Provineial Contract which will begin to take effect
from the 1st April 1897. The chief alteration wade in the conditions
of the current contract which expires on the 81st of this month is the imperial-
isation of the receipts and expenditure of the Eastern Bengal State Railway,
one-half of the net revenue of which is now assigned to this Province. By
way of compensation for this loss of growing revenue the provincial share of the
receipts from Excise has been raised from omne-fourth to one-half. The only
additional charges which have beon provincialised in the new contract are the
Survey and Scttlement expenditure other than that in Bihar, and the expendi-
ture on account of Marine pensioners of the Imperial Department, mainly
dockyard employ¢és, and of the pensions of Branch Pilots and other Provinecial
Marinoe officers, and of their widows and orphans. The inter-provincial adjust-
ments hitherto allowed with Upper Rurma have also been stopped. On the other
hand, as important administrative changes in the Salt Department are under
conisderation, the recoipts and expenditure of this Department have been
reserved for tho present as Imperial. The contract passed by the Government
of India provides for an annual contribution of Rs. 14,19,000 to the Imperial

treasury, from the assigned revenues of this Province, against Rs. 14,39,000 paid
during the currency of the expiring contract.

(#) BUDGET ESTIMATE, 1897-98.

4. The Budgot Estimate for 1897-98 under the terms of the new contract
as sct forth above, and as finally passed by the Government of India, accepts
Rs. 41,07,000 as the opening balance, and provides for receipts aggregating
Rs. 4,54,83,000 and expenditure Rs. 4,85,90,000, including a provision of
Rs. 22,18,000 as the provincial share of the outlay on Famine Relief, leaving a
closing balance of Rs. 10,00,000. It is estimated that on the whole the reccipts,
which under the new arrangement are only Rs. 3,68,000 less than the actuals of
1895-96, will be less by Rs. 8,898,000 than the revised estimate for the current
yoar. Taking this year as the standard of comparison, it will be seen that
Bengal loses Rs. 44,50,000 under railway reccipts, an item of revenue which
tends to develope rapidly without adding to the P’rovincial expenditure, except
in the form of feeder roads. In exchange for the share of railway receipts
which was made over in 1892, the province gets under the new contract an
extra quarter of the cxcise revenue estimated at Rs. 33,62,000. The loss of
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revenue alone comes therefore to nearly.11 lakhs, while the expenditure on
excise risos at the same time by Rs. 1,78,000. On the whole transaction,
therefore, putling each source of revenue at its present value, Bengal is worse
off by more than 12} lakhs; while tle prospective loss is probably much
greater, for it is unlikely that excise rovenue will expand in the same propor-
tion as the railway receipts. On the expenditure side the estimate, excluding
famine outlay, Las been passed for a total grant of Rs. 4,63,72,000 agginst
Rs. 4,62,44,000, tho revised estimate of 1896-97. The estimate of 1897-98
includes Rs. 8,06,000 for Survey and Settlemont charges and Rs. 57,000 for
marine pensions which have been provincialised under the contract. The
budget is explained in somewhat fuller detail in next part.

PART II.—-Details of the Budget Estimate for 1897-98.
Rxcrrrrs,

1. Land Revenue~—The total collections under Land Revonue in 1895-96
amounted to Rs. 8,90,52,000 and the estimate for 1806-97, as passed by the
Governmgnt of India, is Rs. 3,92,50,000, which includes Rs. 3,00,000 for
recoveries of survey and scttlement charges in Bihar. The 12 per cent. on
collections from Government cstates yielded in 1895-96 Rs. 5,05,000, while the
estimate for 1897-98 stands at Rs. 5,40,000. The Adjustments between Imperial
and Provincial generally cease on the sottlement of a new arrangement, and the
figures shown under the head represent the fixed-contribution of Rs. 14,19,000
to Imperial, less a special temporary assignment of Rs. 6,23,000 made in order
to enable the Local Government to carry out the heavy programme of the
Survey Department in the first year of the contract.

9. Stamps.—The estimate of Stamp revenue for 1806-97 was passed
by the Government of India for Rs. 1,67,80,000. The latest returns from
the Comptroller-General show that the receipts during the first eleven months
of the year exceeded those of the corresponding period of last year by about
Rs. 6,56,000. In view of the increase that has already occurred, both the
revised estimate for 1896-97 and the estimates for 1897-98 have been placed
at Rs. 1,74,25,000, and the Provincial sharo of three-fourths amounts to
Rs. 1,30,69,000. The increase is almost wholly under general stamps,

8. Excise.—The revenue from Excise for 1896-87 was *estimated at
Rs, 1,33,00,000. The actuals of 1895-96 amounted to Rs. 1,33,78,000, and the
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figures of the first 11 months of 1896-97 show an increase of Rs. 1,74,000
over the actusls of the corresponding period of the preceding year. The
cstimate has accordingly been raised to Rs. 1,35,50,000 for 1896-97, but in
consequence of a change in the system of levying duty on ganja exported
to the North-Western Provinces, the estimate for next year has been passed at
a lakh less than that for 1896-97. The Provincial share of excise revenue has
beon raised under the new contract to one-half.

"4. Provincial Rates.—The actual collections of the Public Works Cess in
1895-96 amounted to Rs. 41,37,000, and the average actuals of tho past there
years were Rs. 41,41,000. The actuals of the first tcn months of the current
year show an increase of Kg. 1,27,000 over those of the corresponding period of
last year. 'I'he revised estimate for the current year has accordingly been
placed at Rs. 42,90,000. The prevailing scarcity will, it is anticipated, affect
the collections during next year, and the estimate for that year has been
taken at Rs. 40,60,000. The estimate of receipts under ‘“General rates for
tlie management of private estates ” is Rs. 1,40,000.

5. Assessed Tazes—The budget estimate of receipts from Income Tax for
1896-97 was passed by the Goyernment of India for Rs. 46,50, 000. The
actual rolloctions of lust year amounted to Rs. 46,60,000, and those of the
twelve months ending 28th February were Rs. 49,53,000. Both the revised
estimate for 1896-97 and the estimate for 1897-98 have been placed at
Rs. 49,00,000. The Provincial share of ono-half is Rs. 24,50,000.

6. ZForest.—The receipts of the Forest Department arc now ostimated at
Rs. 12,80,000 for 1896-97 and Rs. 13,00,000 for 1897-98, against Rs. 9,19,000,
the actuals of 1895-96. The increase over the actuals of 1895-96 is due to
contracts undertaken by the department for the supply of sleepers to the
Rai Barcili-Benares Railway. Increased provision has also been made on the
expenditure side for the cutting and carriage of these sleepers, so that the
not receipts are estimated at Rs. 6,15,000 for 1896-97 and Rs. 5,983,000 for
1897-98 against Rs. 4,53,000, the actuals of 1895-98. The lower estimate of
net receipts for 1897-98 is due to a provision made to give effect to the scheme
of the rc-organization of the subordinate Forest staff sanctioned by the
Socretary of State. The Provincial share is one-half,

7. Regisiration.—The budget estimate of receipts for 1896-97 was
Rs. 13,865,000 against Rs, 13,41,000, the actuals of 1895-96, The actuals of the
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first ten months, compared with those of the corresponding period of last year,
show an increase of Rs. 1,28,000, part of which represents an increase in the
registration of mortgage deeds due to the prevailing scarcity. The revised
estimate is Rs. 15,00,000. The increase in registrations is not expected to
continue during next year, and the estimate for 1897.98 has accordingly been
taken at less than the revised estimate for the proceding year.

8. Intercst,—The estimate of loans for 1897-98, as passed by the Govern-
ment of India, provides for a return of Rs. 3,09,000 under Interest in 1897-98,
thus :—

Ras.
Interest on advances to cultivators e B7,000
Do. on drainago and embankment advances ... . 52,000
Do. on loans to notabilities i b .. 1,000

Do. onloans to municipalitics and other local authorities 1,45,000

Miscellaneous, including interest on Government securities in
deposit for the Education Degartment e 54,000

3,09,000

9. Post Office.—The Provineial receipts consisted of recoveries made<rom
the Zamindari Dék Fund on account of establishment employed in the Post-
master-General’s office, but these are now adjusted in the books of the Postal
Department, and do not pass through the Provincidl accounts.

10. Law and Justice— Courts of Law.,—The receipts from magisterial
fines have steadily declined since 1893-94. The estimate has been placed at
Rs. 8,30,000 against Rs. 8,41,000, the actuals of 1895-96.

11. Law and Justice—Jails.—The estimato under this head is Rs. 9,08,000
against Rs. 8,58,000, the actuals of 1895-96. The increase is mainly due tothe
supply of police clothing by the Jail Department.

12. Marine —The budget estimate of total receipts for 1896-97 was
Rs. 9,85,000. This has been raised to Rs. 9,864,000 in the revised estimate,
with reference to the actuals of the 12 months ending 31st January 1897, which
amounted to Bs, 9,64,000, owing to the unusuully high receipts under Pilotage.
The estimate for 1897-9 i Rs. 9,54,000, and is based on the average actuals of

past years.
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13. [Education.—The estimate under this head amounts to Rs. 6,27,000
against Rs. 5,69,000, the estimaté for 1896-97. The increase is due to the
inclusion of receipts from the Eden Hindu Hostel (Rs. 40,000), which it has
since boen decided to keep outside the Provincial accounts, and to inoreased
feo-receipts (Rs. 17,000) from the Kurseong Boarding School, which has been
enlarged to provide for a larger number of students.

14. Mecdical.—The estimate of Rs. 2,11,000 follows the actuals of
1895-96.

15. Scientific and other Minor Depariments.—The estimate for 1897-98
amounts to Rs. 2,23,000 against Rs. 2,08,000, the revised estimaté for 1898-97,
and Rs. 2,35,000, the uctuals of 18Y5-96, The decrease, compared with the
actuals of 1895-96, is due to an anticipatoed falling off in the receipts from the
sale of quinine, in conscquence of the prevailing searcity.

16. Superannuation receipts.—The ecstimale of Provincial receipts for
1896-97 umounts to Rs. 70,000, which has boen reduced to Rs. 49,000 in the
revised estimate, in consequence of a change in the modec of adjusting contribu-
tions for the pension and leave allowances of cortain officers. The estimate for
1897-98 has been fixed with reference to the actual demands as calculated by
the Accountant-Greneral.

17.  Miscellancous,—~The receipts under this head fluctuate largely from
year to year. The actuals were as follows:—

Rs.
1890-91 e 7,70,000
1891-92 we  8,36,000
1892-93 e 827,000
1893-94 .. .. 8,63,000
1894.95 .. 10,12,000
1895-96 ... 10,23,000

The estimate for 1897-98 is Rs. 9,35,000, while the revised estimate for
1896-97 is Rs. 9,28,000,

ExPENDITURE.
18. Land Revenue.~The totel expenditure under Land Revenne ¥or

1897-98 is estimated at Rs, 45,71,000 against Rs, 37,290,000, the budget grant
for 1896-97. The increase is due to a provision of Rs. 8,06,000 for survey
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and settlements now provincialised, and to a larger grant for management and
improvement of Government estates in proportion to the anticipated increase
of revenue from those estates. ’ '

19. Stamps.—The estimate of expenditure for 1897-98 amounts to
Rs. 7,02,000 against Rs. 6,67,000, the budget estimate for the current year, and
Rs. 6,567,000, the actuals of 1893-96. The increase is under *“Stamp paper
supplied from Central Stores,” the estimate under this head being Rs. 3,67,000
against Rs. 3.34.000, the actugls of 1895-06. The Provincial share is three-
fourths.

20. Ezeise.—The total expenditure for 1897-98 is estimated at Rs. 7,13,000
against Rs. 7,11,000, the budget grant for 1896-97. The budget provides a larger
grant for additional Preventive Sub-Inspectors and travelling allowances against
a reduction of Rs. 25,000 in the construction of distillery buildings. ' These
buildings will now be transferred to the books of the Public Works Department.
The Provincial share has, however, been incrgased from one-fourth to one-half,
and this accounts for the increase from Rs. 1, 77,000 for 1896-97 to Rs. 3,567,000
for noxt year. ¢

21. Provincial Rates.—The Provineial expenditure for 1807-98 has been
provisionally estimated at Rs, 1,19,000 against Rs. 85,000, the grapt for the
current year. The amount includes a provision for revaluations in a number
of districts, and also for revising the arrangement under which the cost of
collecting the Public Works Department coss is divided between Provincial
revenues and District funds. In settling the terms of the contract the Govern-
ment of India were asked to make an assignment for the latter purpose; but
this they have refused to do, and in view of the diminished resources of the
Government it is uncertain whether the change contemplated will not have to
be deferred at any rate for the present.

22. Customs.~The expenditure for the year 1897-98 is estimated at
Rs. 8,00,000 against Rs. 3,02,000, the budget estimate for 1896-97, and
Rs. 7,98,000, the actuals for 1895-96, The provision in the current year’s
budget for purchase and repairs of preventive service boats and petty cons-
truction and repairs has not been fully utilised, and there have also been savings
under exchange compensation allowance. These account for small provision in
the revised estimate for the year. :

. .23, Registration~The estimate for 1897-08 is Re. 8,73,000 againat
Ra. 8,038,000, the actuals of 1895-96. The increase is due chiefly fo provisien
being made for larger payments under the heads of commission to Rural Sub-
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Registrars and of contingent charges owing to the opening of new registration

offices.

94, Interest.—The rate of interest payable on the Provineial loans has
been reduced by the Government of India from 4 to 3} per cent. with effect
from next year. The budget grant has been reduced accordingly.

25, Administration,~Tho cstimate under this head amountsto Rs. 17,28,000,
against Rs. 17,062,000, the rovised estimate for 1896-97, and Rs. 17,50,000,
the actuals of 1895-96. The fluctuations are mostly dae to privilege leave
allowances of officers. .

926. Law and Justice— Courls of Law.—The original cstimate of expendi-
ture for 1896-97 amounted to Rs. 89,81,000, against Rs. 88,26,000, the actuals
for 1805-9G. 'I'he cstimate has been reduced to Rs. 88,90,000 in the revised
estimate for the year, with rcforenco to tho uctuals of the first 10 months of
the year, which amounted to Rs. 73,091,000 against Rs, 73,090,000 in the
corrosponding period of the preceding year. The estimate for 1897-98 is
Rs. 89,42,000. ;

7. Jails.--The estimate of kotal expenditume for 1897-98 has been placed
at Rs. 22,32,000, against Rs. 24,70,000, the revisod estimate for 1896 97, The
revisod cstimate includes a Jarger provision for dietary charges consequent on
the rise of prices of food-gruins.

25. DPolice.—The estimate for 1887-08 amounts to Rs. 61,18,000, against
Rs. 60,40,000, the budgot grant for 18¢6-97. The increase is due to a
provision for the grant of compensation for tho dearncss of food-grains, for the
progressive annual increase of Ls, 28,000 on account of the substitution of
Sub-Inspectors for Head-Constables as investigating officers, in accordance with
the recommendations of the olico Commission, and larger grants for petty
construction, roewards, &c.

20, Marine,—The estimate of expenditure for 1897-98 is Rs. 9,11,000,
against Re. 9,21,000, the sanctioned estimate for 1896-97. The decreasc is
under contributions to the Orissa Port Funds,

30. [Education.—The grant for expouditure under the direct control of the
Kdueation Department was Rs. 27,76,000 in the budget estimate for 1896-97.
This has been reduced to Rs. 26,75,000 in the revised estimate, partly in conse-
quence of the absence of officers on furlough, partly owing to grants for appa-
ratus, &c., for the Civil Enginecring College not being fully utilized, and partly
by reason of savings in the grants for normal or training schools. The estimate
for 1897-98 provides for an increase of Rs. 71,000 over the revised estimate,
inclading the following items :—-



1897.) Bengal Pnancial Siatement for 1897-98. 117
' " [Mr. Risiey.) |

| Hs.

(1) Kurseong Boarding School o 17,000
(2) Bihar 8chool of Engineering ... oo e 12,000
(3) Reorganisation of the Education Department 17,000

31. Medical.—The estimate for 1897-98 amounts to Rs.19,18,000, against
Rs, 19,683,000, the sanctioned estimate for 1896-97. The decrease is due to
smaller provision having been made for the renewal of bedding, clothing and
instruments in the Calcutta hospitals, and to a reduction in the grant for the
Bhawanipur Hospital, the equipment of which was provided for last ycar.

82. Scisntific and other Minor Departments.—The estimate for 1897-98 is
Rs. 4,55,000, ugainst Rs, 4,35,000, the revised estimate for 1896-97. The
decrease in the revised estimate is dne to the provisien for tho up-keep of
cinchona plantations and for the purchase of bark not having been fully
utilised. BN

83. Stationery and Printing.—Tho estimate for 1897-98 is Rs. 11,34,000
against Rs. 12,22,000, the estimate for 1896-67. The fluctuations are chiefly
in the value of Stationery supﬁ\lied from Central Stores.

84, Famine Relicf.—The total expenditure on Famine Reliof, as passed
by the Government of India, amounts to Rs. 23,00,000 for 1896-97 and
Rs. 1,00,48,000 for 1897-98, and their distribution 1s as follows :—

1896-97. 1897-98. »

\ Rs. Rs.

Imporial ... C e N eesrse . 70,13,000
Provinoial ... o 18,50,000 92,18,000
Local 4,50,000 8,17,000
Total 28,00,000 1,00,48,000

The distribution of the grant v 33, Famine Relief, for 1897-98 in
detail of the minor heads is as follow
. . Rs,
1. Salaries and establishment in Cf¥il Department v 5,64,000
2(a). Relief works in charge of Public Works Department ...  39,13,000
2(d). Establishment, tools and plant for Public Works Depart-

ment e ave 2,756,000

8. Relief works in charge of Civil Departmen we  21,71,000
4. Relief to people employed otherwiso than vn relief works  10,93,000
8. Gratuitous Relief . e 20,290,000
8. Misoollaneouns - 8,000
Total v 1,00,48,000

e
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35. Irrigaticn Minor Works and Navigation.—The chief work included
under this head is the conversion into a navigable canal of the Bhangore khal,
which forms a portion of the boat route between Calcutta and Eastern Bengal.
This was commenced last year and will be completed during 1897-98 at a
cost of Rs. 3,78,000. Under agricultural works a provision of Rs. 63,000
has been made for tho Bhagwangola embankment designed to control the floods
on the Bhagirathi river. .

86. Ciwil works in charge of Public Works Depariment.—The Provincial
expenditure under this head has been greatly reduced owing to the restriction
of the programme rendered nececessary by the reduction of the ’rovincial
balance in consequence of famine outluy, The allotmoent includes the followe
ing grants for original works :—

Rs.

Residences for Munsifs - 40,000
Repeirs of excise buildings 60,000
Parsonage, St. John's Church 25,000
Jail Barracks at Buxar and Bhagalpur - v 96,000
Subdivisional Residence, Berampore ... 25,000
Residence for Distriot Superinfondent of Police, Noakhah 20,000
Land for quarters of Military students of Medical College ... 19,000
Now Chemical Block, Medical (ollege, Caloutta ... .. 1,25,000
New Pathological and Physiological Block, Caloutta 50,000
Fittings, Chemioal Block 40,000
Central Liunatio Asylum o 1,00,000
Outpatient Department, Medical Cr - e 48,000
Ditto Campbell d s «w 20,000
Prosidency Genoral Hospital ' .. 1,00,000
Land for ditto e 45,000
Roads in Western Duars sbs 5ui 50,000
Government offices at Chinsura we 87,000
Rebuilding Darjeeling Cutcherry ... we 50,000
Record-room, Musaffarpur #si . 21,000
Total we  9,61,000

H. H RISLEY,

Secy. o the Govi. of Beng
The 87th March 1897.
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BENGAL PROVINCIAL REVENUE.
(In Bupees, omitting 000’s, excepting in the Actuals, where 0 is omitted.)

Budget | Revised
Hzaps. ﬁ;g'g;’ Estunate, | Mstimate, ‘?g;l%:"
‘ 1846-97. 189€.97. e
1 2 8 4 6
- .
Rs. Rs Rs. Ras.
Opening Balance ’ 43,22,060 66,61 58,20 41,07
Prnciral Heads of Rovenue— B —— S - "
roper ver ,01,18, WY, ALy 1,01,4
I—Land Kevenue { )3 vstments  ..| —7.19.26 | =12,00 | —13.84 —17,46
IIT.—8alt ' s 1,78,41 1,76 1,68 —_
1V.—Stamps v | 1,95.78.73 1,25,86 1,30,09 1,30%9
V.—Euue . ¥ o 33,44 63 84,26 33,87 67,26
V1.—Provincia] Rates . 42,77,33 43,20 44,30 42,00
VIil.—Customs 21,19 81 4 a1
VILI —Assessod Toaxes g . 23,30,05 24,256 24,60 24,60
IX —1orests axs av 4,69,35 8,36 6,40 0,60
X.—Regstration ... 6,70,76 6,82 7,60 7.10
Total we | 8,83,47.36 1- 3,20,82 8,37,39 3,73,41
XII.—Iutorost v 2,12,09 2,67 245 3,08
Post-office, Telegraph and Mint—
XIIl.—Post-Ofiico 6,20 5 i
Receipts by Civil Department—
x%'l.—-—-l.nw and J ustice—
Courts ot Law e 8.41,22 B.RO 8,26 8,30
Jals i 8,58,31 8,68 8,89 9,08
XVII.—~Polico e 1,88,76 2,01 1,01 ¢ 1.80
XVI1I —Marme \-. 9,67 99 9.85 9,64 9,64,
XIX.- Education " 6,6%,41 6,69 5,89 = 6,27
XX —Medzeal v i L | 2,09,61 L2035 2,12 2,11
XXJ.—~Sciennfic and othor Minor Departments 2,80,49 2,34 2,08 2,28
Total oo | 8806879 | 3882 38,68 39,33
Miscellaneous—
XXI1.—Recoipts in md of Superannuation ... 75,60 70 49 60
XXIII.—S8tationery and Printing .. i 1,85,66 1,32 1,60 1,34
XXV.—Miscellaneous o 10,2441 8,76 9,28 9,35
Total W 12,84,47 10,77 11,27 11,29
Railwa;_g—-
XXVI. —Btate Ralways (not earnings) 43,68,00 36,63 44,60 -
TR — Major Works (@ ipts) 16,15,32
~=Major Works (direct recei +16, 16,00 168,90 16,60
XXX.~Minor Works and N mgmﬁﬁ—- .
By Public Works D)epartment .. 7,10,64 7,80 8,76 6,60
,. Oivd Department ... 84,26 1,09 1,16 1,16
Total 231012 23,39 24,81 24,26
Buildings and Roads—
Oy Bablie Works D 9 '
- y Public Works Department ... 2,64,6 1,80 2,28 1,08
» Civil Department .., w| 25388 2,41 2,63 2,62
Total w.| 61842 421 4,81 4,45
Total | 4685168 | 44638 | 483,81 | 45488

.

GuavTonr . .| 60,7862, | 60187 8,22,01 4,95,00
L]
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(In Rupees, omttmg 000’5, oxeepting i in the A.otun]s where 0 is omitted.,

(271a Masén

S :

Budgat Revised - .
HEeaps. f;;g’gg‘ TYetimate, | KEstimate, ?W’
e 1840-97. 1898-97. i
1 2 8 4 [
Direct demand on the Revenues— Rs. Rs, Rx, Ras,
1. Refunds and Drawbacks ... 1,62,93 1,69 1,89 1,71
2. Assignments and Compensations ... - 1,72,77 1,62 1,68 1,64
8. Land Kevenue - 87,16.09 87,29 886,70 45,71
6. Salt .. e e - e . 652,84 1,08 638 T
6. Stamps 4,93.01 6,01 5,09 5,27
7. Excise - a5 i 1,88,01 1,77 1,72 8,67
o, Provineinl Rﬂtas a5a o3 Wi e 60,79 86 76 1,18
9. Customs - 7,07,93 8,02 7,61 8,0
10. Asscssed Tuxes Vou . 92,09 96 80 98
11. Torests 2,:3,08 B,85 8,34 8,68
12, Registration .., o 4,01,27 4,30 4,17 4,87
Total 63,39,79 66.28 64,17 76.95
Interest— )
18. Interest on ordinary debt ... 1,91,18 2,36 2,18 2,15
Post-office, Telegraph and Mint— | } )
16. Post-offico ... awe 477 |, 10 b 10
Salaries and expenses of Civil Do]mrtment— |
18, General J\(hmmslrntés‘on &5 - 17,49,68 17,03 17,02 17,28
Jourts of Lnw 88,26,34 89,81 88,90 - 89,42
19. _L“"" and Justioe {Jn ils ... e | 22,6806 22,36 21,70 929
20. Police - 60,38,93 60,40 61,10 61,18
21. Marino o 8,78,77 9,21 8,76 9,11
22, Edueation 26,07,89 27,76 26,76 27,46
24, Meaienl . IS.Z(E:, 19,63 19,44 19,18
25. Political o 28 19 25
26." Beientifie and other Minor I}epnrtmonts slon.t3 4,49 4,35 4,65
Total | 247,2628 | 2,61,08 2,61,80 2,60,75
Miscollaneons— ]
29, Buperannuation, &e. - 18,47,06 18,90 19,16 20,82
80. Siationery and Printing . 10,598,143 12.22 11,00 11,34
82. Miscollancous .. e 2.81,86 2,47 2,60 2,57
Total o 32,18,26 83,69 82,66 84,28
Famine Relief and Insurance—
83, Famine Relief .., e “ f— FACA 18,60 28,18
Bulwuys {Revenue Acoount)—
Miscellaneous Railway Expenditure ... 66 55 Tnees -
Irrigation—
42, Major Works—
Working Expenses | 129841 14,66 18,75 14,48
Interest on debt - 24,64,95 24,67 24,64 24,64
48, Minor Works and Navigation—
By Public Works Departmont o 15,684,683 18,n8 18,00 16,35
w Uivil Department ... 4,11 4 4 : 8
Total o 53,32,00 57,99 56,43 54,48
45, Civil Works—
By Public Works Department 80,80,76 48,00 87,17 32,60
s Civil Department ... 1,8t,40 2,80 E 1,86
Total .| 827616 45,8 8077 85,86
Contributions i 12,66.60 10,43 15,39 12,38
Total w | 4485344 | 46747 | 48006 | 48690
Closing Balance | 883008 84,40 4,07 | 10,
Gzaxp Tomar ‘os _‘6;0'1.78.82 60187 | 5886Y |
2 Pmndd Surplus (+) or deficit («) | .. [ F140808 |, —ata1 |, —anam
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APPENDIX A.
Bengal Provincial Receipts in detail of miney heads.

[The figures in columns 4 and 5 are those accepted by the Government of India.)
I.—~Land Revenuo—

f Hndg t Revised .
HzaDs, Acusl . pitia e, | Estinate, | Estimato, REMARKS,
da-H ’ o7 || isstgr, | 189788,
1 ‘ 4 ] 8
Re | m Ra Ra,
Gross Land Revenue W B,90,62,218 3,450,357 000 | ¥,02,00,000 | 3,02,50,000
Dednet 12 per cent on nutimumi colleotions from
Governmoud. cstates (Provincwl) 5,05,14° 4.9 000 4,110,000 5,40,000
Doduct on account of reconeries of Bihar nmu-y
end settiement chargea (lmpeal) . 22,692 2,060,000 1,50,000 8,00,000 | The revised estimate for
180607 has botu‘:': reduced
q o P
ing scaroity.
Total dednt tion b27,T0 @ 0,000 0,40,000 8,40,000 .
Net amonnt divisible between Impsrrlul and Pro-
vinowl Fouds P v e | 38524402 | 348,567,000 | 8 A5,60,000 | 3,84,10,000
Provincial share of shove {onu fourth) MBI TS| 0% Es 000 [ 640,000 | 06 02,000
Deduct on secount of adjustments ¢ 7,00, 6 | —1L00,000 | —13,68,000 | —7,08,000
Nol ... | BOIL,s51] 6344,001| §2,76,000 | 88,08,000
Add 18 per cent, collections - 5,005,004 4,900,000 4 80,000 5,40,000
Total Provineal share - 14,10,010 &40 000 H7,66,000 3,406,000
II.— Adjustments — -
— == . b o e S ] ==
- L]
Flxed contribution to Imperal ]I.avenurl undu 1
the terins of contract 14,30 000 | 11,30,000 13,ao.m 14,10,000

Add (papalle to Imperial Funds)— |
Il{iargl on thu’nd\anm\ for the Hijili Tidal

25,503 000 20,000
Contribution towards the cost of a tower clock |
to bo set at the Grooral Post Oftice .. 1,000 6,000 [N
Contribution to Imperisl Funds on ac ount of
the remissnon of tho defwrrcd Interett on Kid- p— i i 2,00,000
derpore Dock Louns .

Total to bo deducted from the Provinciul share .. | 14,6588 1475000 | 16,7500 | 14,189,000

Deduct (to ba recerved from Tmperial Funds =
Adv&nm for the remodslling of the Hipn Tidal
Oanal 1,486,000 24,000 24,000 e
Grant on aounmnt ot Imperinl bwldings placed
under local bod 84,181 ¢ 10,000 45,000
Salary of 8 mhﬂloner gardener &t Bibpar Gk 2 0
mmmt of the epecial contribution taken in

N

1,000 usnan

00,000 . Prrg [
Gennt for the additional esiablichment enter- |
tajned in the Osleutte Custom Houswe und in
Bom‘d s Office on the intmdnr.tmn of I.hu
m 'I'.'n Ant i 2,988,186 | 212000 |  2,13,000 o
’u hotas 10 060 10,MM) won | L.
W tho Guatong I’oliee 15,000 14,0y 18,000 iy
He transter of Ihokulopa Hil
to l..ahon Olmonmmt 11,000 "o sanus
i'}hl«rv r{vhuildmsﬁ.. o the ch;.r‘n
“?ﬂﬂ'hﬂ‘hl Public Works Department o, " 1,000 aeunr
1 ment on socount of Surveyand
Xpenddure W  wr s Lol e . e 6,23,000

Total .., 7,405,001 2,74,000 a.l‘ﬂ'.m' 6,238,000
Nobsum to be translerred .. | 7,10,202| 12,060,000 | 18,64,000 | 7,06 i
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111 —Balt—
Bndget | Revisd
Hzaps, ‘:w' Enmw. Rlsttma.m. E;;éﬁé?' REMARKS,
. 1 2 3 4 -] a
Ra, Ra. Re Bs,
1,42,000 1,348,000 1,17,000 ™ The recerpts 1n 1505.08, were
Rent of Warehouses,.. .. wr 143, ! ' wnnsnally Righ.
Miscellanecus e 86,000 37,000 84,000 ™
. 1,78,000 1,76,000 1,583,000 The receipte have been made
Toml 8 > = llinlpulldPr the terma cf
the new contract.
~ —— S
1V.—Stamps.—
Bals of general stamps i~ $6,44,000 | daum00 | B0O,86,000 | 80,b6,000 |3 The revenue continues to
} shiow a progressive annual
Bale of court-fen stampa 1,19,20,000 | 1,10,01,000 | 1,20,70,000 | 1,20,70,000 nere age,
Hale of plain paper to be ueed with court-tee’ la.mps 2,40 000 2,40,000 2,465,000 2,45, 000
Duty on ympressing documonts £ oee e 29,000 1,000 28,000 £5,000
Fines and penalties v 25,000 80,000 26,000 26,000
Miscellaneons & u i i ol 11 009 2,000 3,000 4,004 | The u:tunlln ﬁ' 1!'?:-{-90 included
— B BpColn T .
Total 1,67,72,000 | 1,87,80,000 | 1,74,2%5,000 | 1,74,25,000 mplru;anhng 1he -nanrlt:r
di‘ponil of the Inte Treasurer
Baukura  forfeited io

Provinoial share (three-fourths) 1,25,79,000 | 1,25,85,000 | 1,80,00,000 | 1,30,00,000 Gwerntnuni for the loss of
# large conmgnmint of ope
rupwe Cour t-fee stamps.

V.—Excise—
s e e = -h = R ._"'—'.- e i - e
d ..stillery fees and Duties for tho sule |
iy iead 1,01,38,000 | 1,005,000 | 1,02,80,000 | 1,02,30,000
Gain on aale- meud.s of exoise npium . 772,000 [ 17,835,000 | 17,556,000 | 17,05,000
Duty on gan - - 14,54,000 1 72,40,000 | 35,860,000 | 14,60 000 | The duty on ga‘Ja M]\oﬂed
Fines, oomhut!on and miscollaneons ... P 14,000 2,000 16, 00H) | 16000 | to the North-Western
vinces will henceforth 'be
Total . [ 1,84,78,000 | 1.38,00,000 | 1,85,50,000 | 1,34,50,000 Ievied . those inces
: and this it 18 anticipated will
| ! Nt;.oe the receipts by one
AKD.

Provinnal share - 89,45,000 33,258,000 88,87,000 67,25,000 | Under the terms of the new Pro=
vinciul Contract half of these
receipts will be Provinosl fne

* stead of one-fourth na hitherto.
V1.—Provincial Ratos——
o » s, e 2 [y g -
Public Works Cess 41,387,000 | 41,850,000 | 42,00,000 { 40,060,000 - aio'timmad mn 150708
lur soarcity,
Goneral rates for management of private estates 1,40,000 1,40,000 1,40,000 1,440,000 L.
Total e 42,77,000 43,20,000 44,30,000 43,00,000
VII. == Customs—
— O R e .
Warehouso and Wart Réats . 6,000 0 000 10,0 7,000
Miscellansous .. W " 86,600 75,000 64,000 84,000
Total . #1000 61,000 94,000 91,000
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VIIT =—Assessed Tazcs —
Actanls Budget ised Estimate, 1
HuiDs. + | Hstimate, | Estimate, I RrMARKS.
189696, | “Ldore | Cigesgr. | 1897-86.
1 2 s 4 5 [
Dodnoﬂum by Government from salaries and pen- RBa, Rs. Bs, Re.
Muetlons by ‘Government from interest on Go- o i . } 5,18,000 5,135,000
sernment pocuritios 15,000 10,000 - o~
De'?!luﬂmkumnlulm &c. pnid by locai ‘autho.
Imm m securities of Toeal authoruy or vom- } 00,000 52,800
D&Msbyeovm?:nant from ptoﬂ!:. of Railwuy 2,000 . 43,856,000 | 43,85,000
Oxdlm collections W R | 40,48,000 |  40,40,000
Penalties B S i 26,000 26,000
Misosllaneons - 14,000 14,000 | §
Total 40,680,000 |  4€,50,000 |  49,00,000 |  4D,00,000
Provincial shere (one-half) ... | 23,80,000 | 23,256,000 | 24,00,000 | 24,50,000
IX.~— Forest—
L~Timber and other produce removed from the
* foroats by Government agoncy 24,000 4,607,800 4,44,300 4,850,000 | The increase is due to the
1I,—Timber .‘:;d other produce rau;uvnd from tho 8,08,000 ,61.400 - SG.SN i sale of sal sleepurs to the Radl-
forests oones or purchagers ... ) LA
I --Oonﬂ.mtu{, drafufx':imhnll‘.t wood £ 9,000 10,300 1,600 e
~~Miscellaneous we s we e e 23,000 24,100 29&00 23,400 | The revised ostimate for 1806.97
includes Ra, 5,000 hoins the
Total ; 0,190,000 12,70,060 12,80,000 13,00,000 !'ﬁmd mu:gx n Di Ill
Provindial share (ope-half) ... 4,580,000 6,35,000 0,40,000 6,560,000 ° Rt
X = Registration—
B = ey
Foos 1 atering dorumaenta ... ol e | 12,R7,000 ls.ll}.ﬂm 14,458,000 13,05,000 | The wvailin has led
P:: Ino'r e‘%'!i:hs ol? IK'Lsill'lorell documanta o 21,000 20,000 20,000+ a’sm, lm tratinr:? m‘{m
Miwosllaneous a " “ " 83,000 85,000 85,000 ‘97 :Jbut this is not expected to
— “
Total 18,41,000 | 13,65,000 | 15,00,000 | 14,20,000
Proviocial share lone-hall) .., 0,71,000 6,82,000 7,80,000 7.10,000
XII~—Intercst— .
—_— =5
m[,—lmmt advances to enltivators—
On udo:mn;: %o cultivators nnder Land
fmprovement Loans dct ... 11,000
edvances to cultivators under Agri- } 24,000 24,000
enltorista’ Act X XTI of 1804 12,000
Class Il.~TInterest on mdvonces under Bpocisl
Onnmlnm and Embankment Ad- 500
Giaes IIZ.~Tnterest on loans to jandh mm.a 000 o ’s‘.'m " Becrease dus to the
~In on loans to 0] 0., i i i W
Olass IV~ h%ﬂﬂnm' unieiptl o other of the loan to the Deo Estate,
F m
ponuou) e e £3,000 1,41,000 1,25,000
_Intersst on Government w4 11,000 11,900 12,000 11,000
o md o ; . on loans of Public Works 20000 .00 000
Interest on’ the eniiul cost _of 23,000
s b el i) 10| 20000 1,800 | Beed o actuals,
. - e e y .
O%hu'itag nais ‘ 2,000 1,700 2,000 1,700 .
Te0OTEries, &0, 2,000 1,000 2,008 1,700
TMW - 29,000 4,000 | 47000 43,700
Oxaxp ToTAL .| SI8000 1 207,000 | 845,000 |  9,00,000




124 Bengal Hinanceal Negiement for 1897-98. | ZITE MARCH, -

XI I1.—Post Offios—
Hudget | Revised
Actuals, 5 Brtimate,
Hzaps, ‘“"‘."‘ limmt.e. B;Ilmnt?, 1807-66, Bawazgs.
1 2 3 4 &
4
Ra. Ra. Ra Rs,
Recoverios on account of mhhlhhmant mplogod 5,000 5,000 PR These recoveries areé now sl
inthl’omnu .General’s office ... usted in the bookw of tt
mptroller of Post Offces. :
XVIA.—Law and Justice— Courts of Law —
fals ds of laimed and escheated property 20,000 38,000 £8,000 35,000
Qourt-loes realised m canh ws o we 41,000 S4,000 58,000 48,000
General feon, fines and forfeitures ... e 7,91,000 7,70, 8,605,000 47,32,000 | The sctoals show »
Pleadership examinailon foss ... ... .. .. 148,000 28,000 39,000 s, 008 | uecroase siuce
Migoellgnoous ... ... ... . o a ae 8,000 0,Hon 10,000 8,000
Total .| 84,000 | $80,000| 8,25000] 8,830,000 l
XVI1B,~dJaiis—
Jalla s o r i 8,000 8,000 9,000 B, 000
Joll manufactures ... .. .. i 8,80,000 8,50, 000 s.suow B,00,u00 | Larger roced anticipated om
[P I S, e T ) rpllm to the
Total 8,588,000 8, 58,000 8.89,000 9,08,000 l-'tui:: sud llll tary Depart-
men
X VI1.>-Police—
oo luppllul to Mupicipal, Cantomment and
16,000 9,000 10,000 10,000
Police I|IDPIM to Pnblio Dopartmenu priuh
mt'nrnlu snd persons .. 30,000 38,000 45,000 #.000 | | Based on actuals.
enoy Polise ., & 91,000 80,000 3,060,000 0,000
ries on aocount of \fm-g. Polloe 3,000 3000 3,000 $,0u0
Feos, fnee snd torfeitores .., ... 87,000 88,000 34,000 28,000 | The sctusale ohow »
Inwmmhn voceipts ... .. 1,000 1,000 2,000 1400 | 1ve decrense
MWiscellansous R 8,000 40,000 7,10 8,000 | The estimate lor 1896.97 ip-
‘ 1 TR0 | BOLOW | IIL000 | 180000 | cecovoriee” from Froatier
) , 80, recoveriea ‘ron
e % Polioe for the ooat of
which are now ul‘J‘
g-;m wm:ﬂh by adwth-
scoonnt of retions.
X VIII—Marine—
s 0f veessols and stores . y 4 3,000 3,000 3,000 2,000
iy - - N AP £
w{ i ann e e [} ¥ 3 ?.'m }Th
Obittagong ... .. .. .. 18,00 17,000 " 18,000 the tonnaxs of vesssls
Lead-money of Volunteers o o P 7,000 B, 7,000 ing and leaving the port, .
Hisodlansens,
Deduntions tor mess 10,000 13,000 10,200
Oontribution to litesbont -hblhhmt. Gonmﬁo “¥i000 . o0 “'gg
OfactemsY .. momomomomom em]  %Ee %800
Total Misceligneons ... 41,000 47,000 41,000 80,000
Total .. 9,808,000 9.38 %00 9,04,000 |- 9,564,000
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XIX.~— Edusation—
Astusle Budget Revised | poyimale
HuaDs, * | Estiunte, | Bstimute, . BEMARES,
190896, | “luogr.’ | 1sder. | LVT-HE.
1 2 3 4 L [}
¥ t Colleges, General aew | Uiee| wmow| 120
vernmen’ Bl o e 4 8, .84, 68,

Foos, Goverument Collegun, Profamional o | 30000 | - Sw0| 88000 | i || Based on actuals,

Pos, Bchools, General ... .. 0w .| BOB000] 310000 3,115,000 8,27,000 | increased recoiple are expeot
ed {from the new boarding
school for boys wt Kurseonp.

hu. Bohools, Bpacisl 19,000 16,000 18,000 18,000

Contributions from Nl&n Buiu. pﬂnto porwm N
and Municlpalities e 15,000 12,000 12,000 8,00
me from hnuwmoml W e wn e 8,100 10,00 3,000 8,000
lsvellanecus ... e v 16,000 13,000 18,000 18,000 | Inoreasrd  provision o
with reference to /]
which show & progressive in
Ol BEE.
Pess from boarders in Bden Hindn Hoatel . 3 o 40,000 'l‘hl;n hus been ontered for the
first (lme in the budgot, but
— will ba kept outside the Pro
vinoisl morounis ns the corre
spouding charges have beer
Total 5,064,000 5,560,000 5,89, 000 8,27,000 | kupt outside,
XX —-—Med:m!—

Modioal Bchool and Qollege Foes... sy 52,000 48,000 58,000 65,000 | Increasad  provision made
with reference to asctumls
which whow & progre-sive in-
Croand,

Hospital Receipta ... .. ... .. 88,000 90,000 1,00,000 84,000

}:Bue:l on_aotuals for 3 yeary

Lmnatio Asylum Receipta . P 81,000 28,000 24,000 20,000 ending 1890-06,

tributions imm llunic‘lpdil.iai aod  private

e 38,000 34,000 32,000 80,000

lﬁ"’" Inneous .. .. we o 8,000 5,000 4,000 4,000

Totul .| 910,000 | 206000 212,000 | 21,000

XX I.—8oientific and 0¢faer Minor Depurtment s .

Mnbmd ot har gardens - s e £,000 5,000 8,000 4,850

“Veterinary and Bwuliion muiptt o s em 4,000 4,000 4,000 XU
b na Plant+tion o T . 1,87,000 1,86,000 1,680,000 1,74 100 | Boduced provision a. [
perimental cultivetion . 3,000 3,000 2,000 2,000 | wearcity will pwbnhl_v noe

Emigration {soe v weny o mee e 81,000 82,000 82,000 83,000 | the demand for gquinine in

thon fess oW v o e 7,000 4, 5,0 B0u | pice- a
- ™ ™ - - . - [ 228
Dednot for rounding — R e !.23.1‘;5
]
Total . 2,385,000 2,54,000 1,08,000 8,3,000
XXXII,—Superannuation—s .
- . —— NE—— -

Wﬂ 1Buﬂnm" mm"m d the 2,000 1,650 2,000 1,000

Deduotion from Puumn Fund, Yiari o . ! :

Oontributions of officers lent to l(uiclpdiﬂu or g o s |y g.ooo

don«mknt mminmmk‘;c P 85,000 80,000
o praglen gl d o 19,000 11,000 | {47000 1,000
¢ﬂlﬁ-_ Me eeb s e am } 1,000 850 i 00

- "o The smaller ostimate vnder

Total .. 78,000 70,000 40,000 60,000 { this head fadue to s uu.-n'.

in 1lu aystem of adjust-

ing the recoveries of ocons

tributions for and

leave. ;.I‘liowum'nt udg

em on
ement operationdtin
%n estates, mnd in the col
i of Cess.
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XXII1I~=~Blationery and Printing —
_— o e S
Actuals, | ,Bndset Estimate,
Hpars 18950g | Estimate, | Estimate, | o7 o0 BEMARES.
180087, .
o -
1 \ 2 ‘ 8 4 1] 8
v Ba Ba, Ke, Tes
Stationery roceipta . 1,000 1000 1 000
Bale of Gazatios and otho puhlmtlﬂns s 5,000 08 000 98,000
Othor press recalpts 86,000 88,000 85,000
Total 1,865,000 1,532,000 1,50,000 1,34, 000
XX V.—Muscellaneous—
el mad deposita o P 4,64,000 38,70,000 3,88,000 8,060,000
pa i F| | Cum) Com| T
sale of o materlals . .. . ,
Salo of Jands and houses, &6, 0,000 7,000 7,000 7,000 | [ Basod ou past actuals,
Poeos Iy Government audits (of Hunlcmnl aud In-
corporated Locul Funds) 69,000 76,000 76,000 70,000
Tianta 20, 25 000 28 000 £7,000
Misoellaneons tou fines and lmtu:mreg 2 (5,000 1 84 Ouo 2,230,000 , 56,000 e partition fees were very
Misoellanvous - - 1,448,000 1,650,000 1 468,000 1,681,000 hlgb 1 1808 96,
Total 10,23,000 8,75,000 ¥,28,000 9,35,000
XX VI —State Ralhﬂays (&astern Bengal State Railway System)—
Giross mnipu . 1,43 16,000 | 1,30 00 000 | Detalamot| :
Working expenses . 06, 10,000 86 75,000 | known.
Nat receipts - AT,00 000 | 73 25,000 | B8 00,000 TPue lig'? ;;mm l?ﬂ:hlﬁm 1
Provmcial ghare (ono-half) 43,088,000 ' 30,83,000 |  44,80,000 Jf'fﬂn new w‘:t:lt'rirc’l’.
XXIX —Irrigation Meor Woils (Dircet _Recelpts)—»
f— - o ——— e — —_— ————— r— e Jrgee—
Orinsa Canals " £17,000 | 2,45,000 | 415000 | 440000
Midpapore (anal .. . S o . 20000 | 240000 | 8,483,000 2,383,000 ]
Hifih Tidm vanal .. & 62,000 80, 85 000 74,000
Yono (Cannls ) 7,724,000 8,056,000 BAT,000 8,094,000 | The increane in 1896-97
chiefly in water rates of
Total 15,165,000 | 16,00,000 {  10,00,000 | 10,580,000 | Bone Cunals dus to the
increase in the area under
rabt crops, the water ra
in which did not fall duo #ill
April 1898, '
XXX.~—Mmnor Worka :md Namgatwn in charge of the Pubha Works Department—
Irﬂaa!iau and Navigation Works, |
W;rk;f_or which Onpital snd Bevenue acoounts are
"’ i e B O o “5:'333 50,000 || 430000 | The decrease is
“uhoutta wo uom als . ’e . ! il dne to
Orlsan Const Candl o e 885000 | 70,000 78,000 | of tho ;nm:"inm to Dotng
Total  ny| 5468000 | 520,000 anany| euried bieall nd enness
6,368,100
Works lg‘t :hinli: only Bevense acoountu ave kepte= —— — 5 00,000 e NI.I
A r'ivers . sty " ] lﬂli
Gaighatta and Buxi Khal 000 5,000 4,000 g‘uﬂy m gE
Total . 1,85,000 1,765,000 1,04,000 partly
‘Works for which neither Capital nor Revengue ao-
pounts are kept—
Eden Cﬁal & 31 000 90,000 33,500 3,800
Tolal 8 0o 29,000 83,8500 33,000
Total Irrigation and Navigation Works T T02000 | 738000 | 6,60600 |  6,85,000
Agrieutiural Works.
wmulw which nelther Oapital nor Bevenue aor
Oormmimm i 6,000 4,000 A0 000
Takavi embaskments upder contract 4,000 1,000 ?'.m ::m
Total Agriculiura! Works ., | @ 9,00 5.000 6,400 5,000
GRAND TOTAL 71,000 7,%0,000 6,175,000 4,090,000
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Budget Revigod
Hzaoe, ctusls, | poyiiio, | Battmate, | Dstimate, REMARES.
fmm. ieogor,” | asewy, | 180708
| e <
1 2 3 4 5 &
Ba, Ras. Bs, Ra.
Recoveries on acoount of hnﬁa benefited 'by em-

bankmentd ... . e oo 75,000 1,05,000 1,08,000 1,08,000 | The low sctusls of 1805-98 were
dup to tho part realisation of
the fixed demand of tho yesr
in Midnaporo and Obamperan.
Tho revised estimnte for 1808
Lol lm-ludeg arrear recoveries

o of Tho catizlite for
1807-88 is b on the fix
Reqoveries on ¢ ot copitalizad mainten i
Actoun [&.} main! Lhalelt)

charges of tbe Dunkuni dmp;sga i “ i 4,000 2,000 2,000 i Thmm will }m u!\uﬂmlptl on
1 necount,

iim:a will be made in tull In
1 .
Miscalluneous leneipta of tha I)amkrun Homh &c ay
drainsges .. 5,000 2,000 5,000 8,000 { The estimate for 1807.98
made up thus. Re
w drainage... " -&r{r:
re w3
Dankuni o o 4000
Total e TTH0
Boooveries im| unglj: of tn:lmnliuad rr;agitegmmt e
8 {0 1y n B 1)

::Erg:mlnsancha » :.. - ?g-e .: autinhmen - e o 5,000 | Anticipated  recoveries on
acoount of mainlenance, &c.,
charges of the lhjn.poro drain-
ago soleme capital

Total " 1,16,000 1,106,000

84,000 l 1,00,000

XXXII.==Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Department—

. N S A vy —
Totel groas recoipts ... .. .. - e 2,886,000 1,850,000 2,28,000 48,000 | The incrense in the revised
estimate fr 1 over the
budget estimate s due to
thn hwrouso ln n':au of
Rnilwag urins thum.;m
e e e iR
Qalcutts Worklhops..
L]
| XXXIL—Cioil Works in charge of Civil Officers—
T e =
on ¥ . £,52,600 2,389,000 2,850,000 8,50,
%’m“ 5 o 3,000 2,000 2,000 '1’3003
p i 1,000 1,000 | ...
fotal .| 284000 | 24,000 988000 512,000
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Bengal Provincial Expendsture in detarl of minor heads.

(The figures in columns 4 and 5 are those acoepted by the Government of India.]
-—Refunds and mebncks—-

Budgot Ravised i
Hzaps: Actuals, | ooinnte, | cstimnte, | Estimato, REMARKS,
189580, | Sygueun, | 15007, 189798,
1 l_
1 ] 3 4 5 e
|
y Ra. Ra. ‘Ra‘ Ra.

Land Revenne {one.fourth) o . 10,000 16,000 23,000 14,000 | The actnals of 188500 wers
unusurlly low, wher as those
of  1896-07  aro  exeeption-
ally high and include &

gpecial refund of Re, 18,000 to

Rumar Narapat Bingh, of

vorahat, representing the

snrplus balanes of his estate

winch wes  confiseated and
i subseguently restored to him,
|

Stamps (ihree-fourihe) 1,156,000 1,270,000 1,23,000 117,000 Y

Exvisc l.mm fourth} o 1,500 12,004 B,04m G000 | ) Will be one half frowm 180748,

Asscgsed Taxes (one-lall) PR RS % 12,000 10,000 1400 | 16,00 woder the terms of tha now

Fraesl (one-hnlf) - - l 1,00 . 1,000 contrael,

Heg tstration (one-half) 1,000 | 1,000 0 2,000 | % Hosed on actunls,

'rovincinl Rutes 18,0410 B0 24,000 14,000 i

Customs (other than ¢ xpnrl'. “und |mporr, dul Y ; - 1,000 1,000 1,000 000

— i il
Totul 1.5:;,000] 1,608,000 F 1,600,000 1,71,000 J
ST NS — DU | J—— 1
—Asslgnmnts and Oumponsafwns-——
- ——— e e l e ol TR

Mualiksns 4 W wEe K eM a0 o 1-73,“““! 1,562,000 1,568,000 1,04,000 | The actunla of 180508 include

f large arroavyin the districts of
Gayn, Mor:{‘b\rﬂsﬂrm. I!u'l:l{
FTRINIEE, nzsaliarpor, an
Noakliali. Thoe ctimate for
1897-98 is baged on the nverage
actuals of the pust five vears,

9 -—-Laud Rercrmsm

Burvcy and Bottloment

sassar 806,000 | Reprosents charges other than

Charges of District Adminiairation B1,60,000 82,025,004 #1.61,000 92,495,000 | thosoe inonrred in Bihar,which
Managnment of Government ostutes .. 4,561,000 420,000 4,530,000 4,680,000 | will bemade J-'rcrvtn {under
and m:du una Agriculture 14,000 5LO00 | O, 000 77,000 | thoterms of the new contract.

Tolal .. | &7.10,0001 87,20, 1;5 50,70,000 |  45,T,000

5.—Salf——
T TR S e S T L T, T L R e S S R T
Balarios, establishient and contingencios - 53,000 | 1,08,000 63000 | ... |Tho estimate for 189607 in-

cluded ti!ion D( BU.
for & p;’grmhvo hﬁa
m"snt m 1.'heb l:!'}h' “lh-
Blde h‘, 141 ﬂlfr‘b d
ment hes not been mno.
tioned. The ¢ 1&&1 will be
Imperial from 1R97.98, uuder
the terms of the new eul.
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6,—8tamps—
Bndgat Revised y
1s, i : Estimate
Hzraps, Actuals, | oiite, | eatimato, i REMARKS,
184596, 97, | 1seeer, | 1807-98.
1 8 1 { 4 [ ' [ .
Ba, R, 1 Rs.
Buporintendence ... - 84,000 00,000 78,000 83,000 | The decrease fn 1506-07 19 due
{;mrtly to {eaw sulary drawn
¥ the Offlelating  Bupoerin.
tendont of Btunph und Bta.
~ tionery und aleo to sevings in
the charges for freight ami
contingencies,
Ohargos for the sale of general stamps .., 1,08,000 1,07,000 1,00,000 1,10,000 3
ghnmuu un sale of !!Ollrt-tue stamps e - 1,21,0n0 1,22 000 1,232,000 1,26, 000 }Buscll on actuals.
Iycount on plain Fu 15,06 15,00 16,000 148,000 »
Stamp paper supplied trnm Central Btorcs 3,34,000 | 8,448,000 3,585,000 §,67,000 | Estimnte fornished by the
—— — -—| Buperintendent of Ssemps.
Tolal . 8,857,000 | 607,000 | 010,000 | 7,082,000
Provineial share (three.fourths) " 408,000 8,0, 00 5,08,000 5,27,000

7. —Ezxcise—
e e R B R
Superintendonce i oawy  aEm (b o000 m,n'-un 69,000 77,000
Providency Katabllshment . o e e 07,000 8,000 1,602,000 08,000 | There  woere  ineroased  pay-
ments of rowmds in 1S0G.UT,
District Executive Estahlishment 8,08,000 #,70,000 A,68,000 4,481,000
Diutillories we  we s an s e 1,581,000 Ls000 | 1,88,000 1,067,000 | In the sstimntos for 1800.07
| R, 40,000 was providoed for the
} constraction and repnire of
Total  wn | 072,000 | 75000 | 680,000 | 713,000 | Distillery Buildings, whiie in
| | the  estimatps for 150748,
Proviocial share ... .. . 1,068,000 1,717,000 1,72,000 5,067,000 | Ry, 5000 iy has  been
entered nnder this ead,
I—— _— [ A— - -
8.—Provincial Ratos=—
i AL | - - ———— L e 14 ":T"-—-'_E
Colleotion of ratos ond cesse ...  we v e 44,500 £5,000
Valoatkn snd re-valuation work,.. ... o e 40,500 34,000
Tolal v 1,000 ‘ 85,000 | 75,000 | 1,19,000
9.=— Customs—
g s . 7,068,100 7,5, 000 7,606,700
Srbowcre e S S B S0 6,700 Lo
il - ™ e s v
o, o e B B R s 7800 7,600 7,400
Darea e - e e e Tu0 H00 To0
Pati e wr me e e 1500 1,600 1,500
: Total 798,000 | 802,000 | 78,000 | 800,000 | The Qecrense in 150697 in
= * duo_to reduced charges for
Exchange Compensation Al-
lowanco and purchase and
repulr of boats.




