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HMemo. showing value of work dome by the Famine lahourers written back from the kead
33—Fanine Relief Works to that of 49=—Capital, Fhelum Canal Works,
for the year 1899-00,

Rs. A, P,

1,691 Chains dédgbelling and lungle ‘clearance @ Re. 1-4-0
per chain s we 2116 0 ©

1,043'78 Chains dégbel!mg and jungle clearance @ Re. 1-8-0
per chain . e we 5,565 0 0

1,691 Chains construction of boundary roads (@ Re. 0-8-0
per chain oo - 846 o o

1,043'78 Chains construction of bou ndary roads @ Re. 0-4-0

per chain - . 261 o o
24 Miles root clearance (@ Rs. .§ per mile ... oo 850 o o
21 ditto ditto e vee 52§ 0 O

17,086,685 Cubic feet earthwork @ Ra. 2-10-0 per :,o:)o
cubic feet .y o 31727 8 9

12,522,960 Cubic feet earthwork (@ Rs, 2-13-0 per 1,000

cubic feet - e 30,938 2 3
2,884,975 Cubic feet earthwork @ Rs. 2-8-0 per 1,000

L] cubi(. fCCt e sen e 7.2[2 7. 0

Cost of establishment (subscqu.ently written back) - 14 0 0

Total «. 85055 2 o

Total expenditure for the year w 1,86,344 0 o

Written back to Canal Works ... - ... 85055 o0 o

————(————————

Net amount charged to Famine ... . w Loni8g o0 o



[ See Head 14. ]

Statement showing Famine Relief Works carried out in the Shahpur District during the year 1900-0Y up to the end of Fune 1900 both under the charges of
Cioil Department and Public Works Department, prepared sn accordance with Section 152, Punjab Famine Code.

—_— - = = =
ETAIL OF EXPENDITURE. DETAIL OF WORKING RATE. =
D e | 2
. - 2 5
- [ -] — - . Y i v - e o o
k] E- i 2E€'F .2 Expenditure | L 1 & e REMARKS.
= = 122 | | @ jin wages after! i Rate perunit | 2 a
~ &€ 5 gq; 12219 ., deducting 2 of work dene for S 2 s (Here state the
g £= FE2ly | 3 ) amownt ac- | Quantity of wagesonly | o = g extent to which the
- . = 5= | Ye = 3 ” s e workdonz ® a4 L4~ L » |works are of perma-
Name of work = e tggls 0 : ally e ‘ | (m‘;;ns H 3 a5 B nent nature and
] e -~ 8 = = ‘ [ o S * ! on accotnbe i and 132) - e .
§ = - S‘E l 2912 18 | % 5 | of Sundays | . l . - % 1 &E* of ?E:il:;torpzl;hc
= 5 @ 3 el B & v = : > . <] g
o o <, W= | o@. s =] ] 0 ts A g 4 ] e . 2 = - temporary value
B AR RLEE R TR A T R CR PR
= i o | : . &, 2w e 2y 22D -1 = — i il
z i e | =S¢ (Sz|sg w4 2| 5 FESEEFE REE 3B ~EE | 5F | 35 g | petteni)
] 2 =2 g & 1 o BT Ly D ] 08 B oe o & s "
. £ & 253 ([ BE: EZ g5 2 g 2,288 T=zd & »3& 22 L8 5
= Z S g 1o o = = @ = | @ = o« = [ Z
1 2 3 4 5 i 6 1 7 1 8 } 9 10 . o1z 1 13 | 14 115 . 16 17 18 i 19 20
o N |
. i i
Rs. Rs.| Rs.| Rs.| Rs. Rs. Rs. 1 i Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P, Rs. A. P.
i o | | H
o, : Famine Rel.ef Works. |
! oo :
(142275 3.981) 6,675 4,076, 780 63,787 .. 1 48,275, ... 15._:.;;1,300t - 3 2 315371800 4 2 5L 210 g
" | b H ] ' per, 1,000 per 1,000 | per 1,000
Jhelarm Canal & E i : cubic feet. cubic feet. | cubic feet.
b | um Canal ... | Major |Excava- ! i i
Work. | tion of | | i
branches i ‘ Famine :Test| Works.
{ | i
(2)9.826 20, s | 2 g,a;si 1 9826 ... | 3453200 .| 213 9| 34532000 213 7| 210 9
l . | ! per 1,000 per 1,000 | per 1,000
1 i i i cubic feet. cubic feet. | cubic feet.
(«) No Sunday wages were paid to workmen, as the wark was doue after the peljy contract System and the rate was a very liberal one,

- SHAHPUR DISTRICT :

The 15th November 1900.

;

C. L. DUNDAS,
Deputy Commissioner.

9t
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Memo. showing value of work done by the Famine labourers during 1900-ot and other
charges wrstten back from the head 33—Famne Relief Works to that of
49—Capital, Fhelum Canal Works, in ¢ he accounts for the year 190001,

Rs. A. P.
1,233,111 Cubic feet carthworh @ Rs. 3-10-0 per 1,000
cubic feet w 18084 4 5
9,719,499 Cubic feet earthwork @ Rs. 2-12-0 per 1,000
cubic feet vis we 236,728 10 o
1,873,457 Cubic feet earthwork @ Rs. 3-12-0 per i,000
cubic feet aee e 4,433 10 3
Baskets and other materials ... 79 © o
Tools and Plant, normal cost of we 6847 0 o
Total e 57072 8 8
Total expenditure for the yeat .4 730635 o o
Written back to Canal Works ... e 57,072 0 o
. I
Nct amount charged to Famine . 16,563 o0 o

Add net amount charged to Famine on account of
. 1899-00 we LOoLISG 0 o

*
Total charged to Famine as chanty from Government 1,17,752 © o

1t 18 further estimated that some five thousand rupees would hereafter be obtaindd
by sale of old stores and matcrials belonging to Famine during the current year, and the
sale proceeds will also be written back from Famine to Canal Works.
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[ Bee Head 16 ]

Table showing Advances under Agriculturists’ Loans Act and Famine Fund.

Chenab

Rir

Bar

Ara

Thal

Mohfr

Hills

Bhera,

Shahpur

Niwshal

o

[
.|
S
|
LS

Months, Loans. | Famine Total,
Fund.
Rs. Rs. Rs,

... | September 1900 ... 19,500 12,040 31,540
Tuly 1900 - 11,000 7,300 18,300
J uly 1goo e 2 9o 2,800 ?.

,790
September 1¢oc v Goo 1,400 j hid
October 18yy 4 000 ]
July 1900 6,400 4,200 [ e 15,600
eptember 1goe 700 300 J
July 1900 4,500 5,500 10,000
May 1900 10,615 5,080 1
July 1900 7,865 5,460 34,020
|
November 1900 ... 5,000 J
May 1900 .2 10,540 5:460 [
July 1900 - 3,460 1,040 23,500
October 1900 5,000 vee
Total - 93,170 50,580 1,432,750




{See Head 19.?

Cemparative Statement of Erime.

eSm\m’ua DISTRICT :

The 15tk November 1900, }

e

! . . TOTAL THREE
IST QUARTER. E 2ND QUAKTER. 3RD QUARTER. QUARTERS. 4TH QUARTER.
o B
NAME OF YEAR. : . } REMARKS.
E .f - ::
Reported. | Admitted. | Reported, { Admitted. Reported. | Admitted. Reported. | Admitted. | Reported. | Admitted.
| i !
i ' |
e
;
5 i
1899 . : T 198 17: ! 240 195 | 233 1ol 673 | 557 262 133
; : .
‘ : := % i
1goo ] 265 326 | 152 i 160, 194 18p g 62g” 569
! E !

C. L. DUNDAS, -

Deputy Commissioner.

61
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Consolidated Statement of Pamine Expendsiure in the Shahpur

I.—TrsT aNDp REriz? Works, IL. —~Grarturrous
ol a
=0 Aa g =e
B2 | g ¢2 | 59
g E e D
§_ g =] - =X
5% | 84 o 55 | 5%
Monrn, LI ~ o o - 58
= o, E'E g 5 - B""’
ek g8 . L
gEE | Ea @ 2 B8z Bxs
UT?‘" O&a g g 'g Pl aa
= O i~ - = -
a8 (&3 8 g (g2 SE2
s o8 | g8 | B < |FE8| g5
8% | 2a% 3 % [FE8i 28
) =) = © A | 8
1 | 2 | 3 | & | s
. Rs.” Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
December 189y ... 27,933 6oy 28,540 1,923 | ... 158
L L ]
January 1900 ... v 17,768 17,768 1,305 | ... 395
February 1900 ... * .. |. 20707 30,707 781 | .. 172
42,298 42,298 . °
March 1900 ... fe 1 522 | 195
+ 114 + 114 |
Total for the financial | 1,08,8z0 607 | 1,09.427 4,530 | oo 920
year 1899-co.
April 100 - " 35,529 - 25,529 388 | ... 128
May 1900 e | 32,536 22,536 370 | .. “156
une 1900 . 10,376 . 10,376 263 | .. 131
] 3 3
]uly 1900 “ee e wer ;.. ee wae 10 sae
A.‘ug'l:lsl 1900 .er . wes was ane e ew e ane
s:plembﬂ ‘gw LLL) e - ne ans ;.- e u-o‘
October 1900  we O I it . Y i 4
Total for the financial 58,441 i 58,441 1,03t | ... 415
year 1900-0l.
©
Granp Totar .| 1,67,361 6oy | 1,67,868 5,551 | ou 1,335
{a) Additi wade wide this office No. ted ;
(‘3 Dbnmma:lms t‘:ll:nl:gwmiP n:d' mb:e:;ne:tl;s:;f'f:dod.‘“h v
() Includes allowances paid to sick persons,
SHAHPUR?

Ths 12tk November 1000.



District for the whole period of scarcily during 1899-00.

: DISTRIBUTION OF AMOUNY
Reveer, - IN COLUMN 13.
1V.—Mis- "é
2 a IIT.—Es- | cELLANE- =
= TABLISH- | OUS, KOT -
§‘S MENT, NOT | INCLUDED S
INCLUDED N iy
3 -4 . N PREVIOUS -
I S COLUMAS | COLUMNS | Y
888 e 2, 3 anD | (coLuMNs 8
= i ] 9 (coLumn } g, 18 AND 3 3
= a 27 or Fau-| ~ 28 or ° e . %
¢ g g ] iNg Forxt | Famixe @ -1 =] &
gas S No.39), } Foru 3 & g P
2 B= n : No.29). | g 5 M % R
%"a = % o 'i .g _g
S8 @ § 8 ] g
C = = 3 4 A =
8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15 16
c .
Rs. Rs Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. . Rs. Rs. | Rs.
968 3,048 Gis | . 754 33,957 | . 33,318 | 645
ane ’l?SS 4:455 933 9?0 34.155 24-136 e L1l)
g
. e 263 1,218 510 781 33,216 33,216 | ... -
¢ { 33,441 34,158 7032 123 »7,280 } * 77,280
1 ()
+ 0312 | +09312 | + 1538 |+ 20680 | + 31,644 | + 31,644
pes 46,741 53,191 4,298 23,307 | 1,809,223 | 1,88,578 | 645
574 '
516 624 { ) } 26,734 26,714
= 519
, 516 130 23,596 23,596 | e -
. 2,002
9,093 9,456 4,579 { (8) } 25,746 25,746 | o wie
- 757
16,837
.. s wes e (6) 15’964 1 5,96‘ wee e
- 8§73
] ‘]
e s )] ’ - 345 — 3451
- 349
- - (11 Ll { (a) } L 5,639 — 5.689 (T u:
= 5,703
o 9,003 10,528 5:333 11,6y4 85.996 85,996 | ...
55,833 62,719 9,631 35001 | 2,75,219 | 3,74,574 | 645
3 1 ,

]
1990, to the Commissioner, Riwalpindi Division.

C. L DUNDAS,
Deputy Commissioner.
Punjab Government Press, Lahorawi §1-1903=310.



Final Report on Famine Relief Operations, Shahpur District, during
the years 1899-00 and 1900-0I.

CHAPTER I,

1. This report is divided into two main heads, »ss., * Famine Relief
Works” and “ Test Works.” The former is dealt with in this chapter.

FAMINE RELIEF WORKS.
3. Only people from the Hissar District were employed on the * Famine
Eraute B Relief Works.” The work consisted of the ex-
z | cavation of the Northern and Southern Branches
and the Feeder R4jbaha of the Jhelum Canal.

3. Early in October 1899 information was received by the Executive
Engineer, II Division, Jhelum Canal, that the
— earthwork of his Division was to be done by fa-
mlg:nfg:nt:tmrz'“‘uz work by mine labour, and at once he made all neces-

S sary preparations for starting the work. The
jungle was cleared along the three channels and the bed widths marked out
with lockspits. So that no delay should occur in getting the people to work
after their arrival at the camps. :

4. In all 11,029 units, including non-working children and dependents,
were sent to Bhera by the Deputy Commissioner
— of Hissar under the direct tharge of Mr. B. N,
*Arrigal of the labourers from Hissar.  Bogyorth-Smith, Assistant Commissioner, The
people were conveyed in seven special trains, the first of which arrived at Bhera
on the 14th November and the last on the 20th of the same month.

Close to the railway atation at Bhera a rest camp consisting of 250 grass
huts had been provided. The trains generally anjived in the forenoon, and on
Jeaving the trains the coolies were marched direct to the rest camr, where
both food and water had been provided in the neighbourhood. The coolies were
allowed to rest here till the next morning. .They were then ‘marched off to tneir
respective camps under the charge of the Sub-Overseers and Mistrfs. As there
were a good number of cripples and very old people, afew camels were supplied
for each train-load to convey them to their camps. Most of these camels were
supplied by one of the local Honorary Magistrates at his own cost.

5. The Jhelum Canal at R, D. 196,000 trifurcates into 1st Northern
Location of campson the Jhelum Branch. 2nd Southern Branch, and 3rd Feeder
Canal, Réjbaha.

This point is close to a village called Faqiridn and is about 15 miles from
Bhera. The camps were arranged along the Northern and Southern Branches at
a distance of two miles apart. The average distance of the camps on the
Northern Branch from Bhera was about 13 miles. On the Southern Branch
Camp No, 1 was 15 miles from Bhera, and each subsequent camp two miles further
on. The further camps were reached in two marches, the people resting at Cam
No. [ for the night, where there was an ample supply of food and water. In all
‘nine camps on the Northern Branch and seven on the Southern Branch were
occupied. On the former Camps IV and V were soon vacated and the people
were sent on to Camps Nos. VI and VI ‘

On an average 690 units were sent to _each camp, though some had con-
siderably more than this number to begin with, it being impossible to separate
people who came from the same neighbourhood:

6. Each camp consisted of 60 grass huts } for *thé coolies, 3 for the
_ _ bania's shop, ¢ for tools and baskets, and
Rttty - 3 extra huts for sick people whom it would be

Pormation;af the camps. advisable to isolate at 'some diktance froh the
‘main camp. Each hut was 124 feet in length, and the_sloping. sides were each
8 feet. . The back of the hut was closed in with 4 t¥angular piece of the same

Hissar Head 7.

Hissar Head 7.



material. The “front or door was made like the back of the hut, but could
be put up or taken down at will by the inmates. The camps were fixed as
close as possible to the site of the work and each was laid out as a rettangie.
There were two main streets 50 feet wide crossing each other at right angles
in the centre of the camp. The width of the camp was further divided up
by two other streets, 20 feet wide, one on either side of the main street. The
huts were 12 feet apart and 5 feet from the edge of the roads. All cooking had
to be done outside.

Each hut was intended to hold 10 units, but owing to caste prejudices
there was a good dezl of difficulty over this.

7. As the camps were in most cases far away from villages, the Deputy
Commissioner of Shahpur arranged to provide a

Hissar Head g. bania’s shop at each camp. The prices of the
Food supphes. food stuffs were fixed each week by the Tah-
sflddr of Bhera, and a copy of the prices

in the vernacular was hung up at each shap door. The rates were fixed
somewhat higher than those prevailing at Bhera in orderto recompense the
men for carrying their grain, &c., to the camps. These men did not enjoy the
monopoly of providing the camps with food for very long; attracted by the
steady sale other banias opened out shops in the vicinity of the camps; and
owing to the competition the prices very soon came down to the same level as
those prevailing at Bhera or Shabpur. No restriction was imposed on the
coolies buying provisions from any one. Chaukiddrs were emp'lo(i/ed to guard
each shop, but those were very soon dismissed as they were considered unneces-

sary,

-

8. A well was provided at each camp for drinking water; herever

e possible the exigting village wells were utilized

Hissar Head 9 for this purpose, but in most cases, especially

Wy along the Northern Branch, new katcha wells had
STy to be excavated.

The wells were about 300 yards from the camps and on the opposite side
to the latrines. The depth to water surface averaged about 65 feet.

On the Northern Branch nearly all the water was brackish. At the
village wells alluded to the water was raised by means of a Persian wheel,
while at the katcha wells buckets and ropes were used for this purpose, worked by
either a camel or a pair of bullocks.

At first Rs. 50 a month was paid for working each well, but this was
subsequently reduced to Rs. 30.

Two pacca masonry tanks were built at each well for drinking purposes
(size 5'X 5"X"4), one for Mutiammadans and the other for Hindds. The water
reached these tanks, through a pacca drain {rom the well. After the Sanitary
Commissioner had visited the camps early in December the wells and tanks were
provided with wooden lids at his suggestion and kept locked at night to prevent
the water being polluted. The tanks were provided with taps and the water
was drawn off by means of these ; no one was allowed to dip his vessel into the
tanks. The tops of the wells were slightly raised above the natural surface of
the ground to prevent drainage water flowing intoit. A separate shallow tagk
at some distance from the others was also provided.for washing purposes. One
special chaukiddr was appointed at each well to guard the water-supply and to
see that all orders in connection with it were carried owt. Though expensive this
system had to be adopted owing to the outbreak of cholera in the early stage
of the famine operations.

Q. Separate lawrines for men and women: were: provided at each

Hissar Hed 7. camp abowt 300 yards away and on the opposite

Conservanty arrangeshents sidé to the well. The latrines consisted of

trenches 11'X 1"and were screened by mats. Two sweepers were appointed for

each camp from among the Hissaris,: the Jamadir being held responsible that

they -did their work. The 1ahsilddrs in charge of the camps had: strict orders’
to punish by fines all breaches of ‘sanitary rules.
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Arrangements for disposing of the dead wers alséd made. A'site was
fixéd on, and six graves at each camp were always kept ready, while for Hindds

thére was ample fuel in the neighbourhood of evety camp. This burial ground
wili'500 yards from the camp.

10. The only serious epidemic which visited the camps was an outbreak

Diseases and sacitary measwes Of cholera. The day after the coolies reached
adopted. Camp No. V on the Northern Branch I went to
put them on to their work and found a good number ill and a few had died
during the night. The Civil Surgeon, who was out here on tour that day, was
asked by me to visit this camp, and the same evening he sent me a letter say-
ing he suspected it was cholera, and was going to Shalipur at once to gend out
medicines and medical aid. This was on the 25th November. At this time
there was only one Hospital Assistant in charge of all the camps, stretching over
a distance of 32 miles. On receiving the Civil Surgeon's note [ ordered the
Hospital Assistant to go at once to Camp No., V, and sent his box of medicines
with him on a swari camel Th2 next morning he reported that the disease was
unmistakeably cholera, and that Camp No. 1V had also been attacked. The same
day reports came in that cholera had als> broken out in Camps IV and V of the
Southern Branch. Mr. Bosworth-Smith, Assistant Commissioner, at once
decided to remove the healthy people from Gamps IV gnd V, North Branch,

to camps further dowa the line, and they were eventually removed to Camps VI
and VIL .

Unfortunately the disease spread very rapidly, and two new camps, VIII
and IX, were attacked simultaneously. The inmates of these had arrived after
the Joutbreak had occurred in Camps Nos. IV and V. Mr. Bosworth-Smith
removed his tents to Bhulwal to be near the cholera camps, and did all he could
to cheer the people and prevent them running away. In spite of all the efforts
made, a very large number of people ran away from one camp to another, and
some of these deserted altogether and did not come back.

Medical aid began now to arrive, and the strength of the Medical staff
was raised to one Assistant Surgeon, six Hospital Assistants and four Com-
pounders, The Civil Surgeon himself stayed out here during the worst of the
outbreak and worked very hard.

The chief measures adopted towcheck the spread of the disease were
isolating the sick and protecting the water-supply. Where the wells were con-
taminated the water for drinking purposes was brought from other wells on
cafrals and permanganate of potash was liberally used.

The sick were given special food, and a large number of goats were
provided for this purpuse and put in charge of the Hospital Assistant of each:
camp.

The epidemic lasted from 25th November tilt 8th January ; in all about
65t persons died in the different camps during this time. Ihe number of those
that died in'the junglé will never be ascertained, as their bodies were very soon
disposed of by voltures and jackals. That a large number did die in the jungle
is [ think proved by the fact of nine bodies having béen discovered Ly the

: t officers in charge here, and in one case a2 man who ran away from

amp Noi I1X in company with eight others returned after a few days with a
sad tale to the effect that he has lust all his companions in & few days, and it
seemed hopeless for him to try and escape the disease so he came back.

When the epidemic was at its height the greatest difficulty was ex-
perienced in disposin of the dead, even sweepers refuging to touch the bodies,
although very libera payments were oﬁgre To any one who did not see the
camps at their worst it would be impossible®o convey any *dca of troable and
dificulties experienced by those in charge.
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Colonel Montgomery, the Commissioner and Superintendent of the
Réwalpindi Division, visited all the cholera camps, and it was only due to his
being on the spot and promising higher rates for earthwork than the people were

etting at the time that we managed to keep them together, and but very few
geserted after his visit,

To help in disposing of the dead a special constable was at last appointed
at each camp, as, unless carefully supervised, the bodies were either buried in
shallow trenches where the jackals devoured them at night or left only half burnt
on the funeral pyres.

Every cffort was made to overcome the difficulties and to enforce sanitary
measures in checking the disease. Py

¥

Blankets and clothing to the value of Rs 4,500 were provided and cerved
out to the sick and needy. Gratuitous relief was also given to the orphans and
those unable to work.

As each camp was free from cholera the clothing of those who had been
sick was washed under the supervision of the Assistant Surgeon.

The Sanitary Commissioner visited the camps on the 1s5th December
and expressed himself satisfied with what had beer. done, and all his suggestions
were promptly carried out. ’

When the cholera disappeared the Medical staff was reduced to one
Assistant Surgeon, oge Hospital Assistant and one Compounder..

The subordinates who did well were given sanads and money rewards. *
No other diseasé worth recard occutied.
Accidents by fire, 11.  No accidents by fire were reparted,

12. The relief operations were first in «harge of Mr. Bosworth-Smith,
the Public Works Department officials only
making the bills and measurements., This dual
control was considered waste of power and necessitated the up-keep of a larger
staff than was actually necessary, so it was decided to put the relief works
under the charge of the Canal Engineer on the spot. This was eventually
doéze, and the Ndib Tahsildirs who made the payments were put under his
orders.

The N4ib Tahsfld4rs in charge ofﬁ;‘he camps had to distribute the wages
and gratuitous relief, enquire into complaints, and to generally look after and
control every one in therr camps.

13. For the first fortnight the people were paid on muster rolls, the
daily wages being paid in accordance with the
Famine Code. It was clearly imoressed on them
that these payments were werely advances and would be deducted when their
work was measured up and paid for.

On measuring up the work it was found that barely 10 per cent. of the coolies
had done enough work to cover the money advanced them on the muster rolls.
This was not entirely due to laziness ; a very grest proportion of the people were
emaciated and could not do a full day's task, and the 1ates fixed by the Chief
Engineer were too low for people weakened by famine.

Colonel Montgomery when visiting the camps at the end of November
went thoroughly into the question of rates and recommended that the rates to be
paid on the Northern Branch should be—

Excavation down to 3’ Re. 0-5-0 per hundred cubic feet.
Excavation down from 3’ to 4' Re. 0+6-0 per hundred cubic feet,
Excavation down below 4’ Re. 0-7-0 per hundred cubic feet.

For the Soathern Branch he recommended that these rates should in every case
be inqreased by ong anna on account of extra lead and lift, as all the earth that
went into spoil wascto be deposited on the left side only, This was done at a

Manzgemeat of the reliof woks.

Wages,
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time wh;;tlla choléra was ravaging both tmmﬁ«; and Sm:;l;m Bnnm
were running away in great num order seemed to put
wm the m induced them to stay en the works.

+ These rates remained in force till March, when a reddction of half anha

per hundred cubic fest was niade, and again in April another reduction of half anna
was made.

The people fast improved in condition, and each month the amount of
work done steadily increased. Although a reduction of one anna per hundred cubic
feet was made by the end of March the people earned practically the same
amount of money as they did in February. *

The people had come here with the idea that they were to be paid some-

thing ov%and above the usual famine wages, and in this they were not disap-

ted, the piece work rates were liberal, and most of the coolies must have
saved a little money before they returned home,

The money was disbursed by the N4ib Tahsildars in cHarge of the camps.
The measurements and bills were made out by the subordinates once a week and
handed over to the N4ib Tahsfld4rs for payent.

The officer in charge constantly helped in the payments and checked the
measurements of the subordinates from time to time. All workers were expected
to support every member of their families, and gratuitous relief was only given
after a very searching enquiry and the officer in charge. was thoroughly satisfied
that the person was unable to work and had no one to support him The aver-
age daily wages earned varied from 2} annas to 3 annas, «As the workers had
to support the non-working members of their families, it was a distinct saving
to Government to work on this system. .

« , Appendix No I of this report gives the daily average number of each
elass of the warking units ard the wages earned by them in each month,

Mates were selected from among the labourers to look a?ter the gangs,
to help in making measurements and enforcing orders  These mates were paid
2} annas a day and their gangs varied from 30 to 100 units, During their leisure
hours they were alloned to work as diggers and were pad for this at the uspal
rates. .

[

Kassies and baskets were supplied to all the workers free of cost.

When the eoolies first arrived one digger and two carriers could barely
do 100 cubic feet, but later on as they improved in condition the average out-
turn was about 150 cubic feet per day.

14. Gratuitous relief was given to nen-workers and dependents, both in
p——— the different camps and in the poor-house. This
niukougggplinl. poor-house was centrally situated and consisted of

a5 grass huts placed side by side in a circle, the whole being enclosed by a
feace of thorns,

In the camps gratuitous reliel was given by means of cash payments, the
amount for each class being the minimum wages as laid down in the Famine
Code. In a few cases where the workers owing to weakness were unable to earn
even the minimum famipe wage their rates for task work were slightly raised,

 The average daily wages thus paid as gratuitous relief varied from three-
foutths of an anna to one anna per head.

Ap) m II of this re ives the daily avera .
gratustously relieved and the wtﬁagga paid to tbgn mag':o:g:.nber of uits

Some of the sick were also gratuitously relieved, either by bein given
suoney, or wher especially recommended by Assistant Surgeorn by "Means
of rations. This last was only done where the sick petson was too ilf o prepare
¥is or her own food o when special diet was necessary,
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The poor-house was opened on the 16th December 1899: it was
sitnated near the village of Dhori about three miles from Faqingn. OUrphans and
those too old or unable to work who had no near relative in any of the camps were
the anly people admitted into the poor-house. .

The water-supply was obtained from the village well, which was about
800 yards away, and the owner was paid Rs, 10 a month for raising all the water
needed for the poor-house establishment.

The poor-house was placed it charge of Malik Fateh Muhammad Kh.an,
N4ib Tahsild4r, in addition to his other duties. He had under him the following
establishment :— ‘

1 Superintendent (@ Rs. § per month,

1 COOk @ w 4 » ”
1 Chaukid4r @ n 3 4 n
1 Sweeper @ Re.1 "

These men were also given food in addition to their wages.

The kitchen was on the north side of the poor-house, cooking vessels
were purchased in Bhera, and food supplies were arranged for by the Naib
Tahsilddr. Twice daily ﬁhe inmateg were given their meals, once at 9’30 in the
morning and again just before dark. The food consis'ed of wheat bread and
vegetables or d4l alternately  Adults were given 11 chataks and minors 6 chatsks
daly. Special diet wgs given to those recommended for it by the Assistant

Surgeon.

Malik Fateh Muhammad Khé4n made himself very popular with the children;;
he instituted a kind o* hockey for their aguusement in which he also used o
join Nearly all these chlfdren had | thewr parents during the cholera
epidemic. v . .

For the first three weeks after the poor-house was opened the numbers
fed daily were 1,6, 108 and 106 respectively. From time to time the inmates
were inspected, and those whose health had returned were sent back to work in
one or other of the campg. The numbers giadually were thus reduced, and at
the close of the famme *works only 59 units remained in the poor-house. Of
these 34 were men, 16 women and 19 children

A list of the orphans was sent to the Deputy Commiscioner of Hissar
to find out whether they had any relauves living in that district, and if o,
were these relatives willing 1o adopt them, Ol course in some cases enquiry was
hopeless, as the children were too young to remember anything about their
people or homes and no information could be obtained from them.

Out of the 14 orphans mentioned in the list the relatives 3 only 7
wete discovered and these agreed to adopt the children. At the close of the
famine operations here all the orphans were seat back to Hissar by rail on the
7th June,

The total amount of money spent on the maintenance of the poor-house
was Rs 1,335-1-3. The details of this expenditure are given in Appendix No, 111,
The average daily cost of food for the inmates was about ope anna per head.

The poor-house was inspected by His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor,
who expressed himself as satisfied with all he saw.

One of the canal contractors, Dhari Mal, supplied all the inmates with
shoes, and the Assistant Surgeon supplied the children with caps.

15. The prices of food stuffs have been nearly stationary the whole
Prices. time the Hissarls worked in this district,

" Appendix 1V gives the prices of the different kinds of food stuffs for each
month.
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16, On three different occasions a count was wmade of all the Hiaaarh
“Cons. working on the jhelum Canal.

The ﬁrst census was taken on the aoth December 1895, the next on the
soth February, and the last on the 1st April. The results are shown below 1

Date on which census Number of persons
was aken, on that date.
goth December . R whe 7,356
2oth February - w 6,780
15t April e ben 6,510

“The first of these is not quite reliable.

i@ 17, ltis very unsatisfactory to note that the figures for births and

. deaths are incomplete. e Civil Surgeon is

unable to help in the matter, as no figures were

sent to him lately. The registers ke Jlt by the officers in char, lge of the camps
are with the Deputy Commissioner and the figures can be taken from them.

There was no serious epidémic after the cholera disappeared. A few
cases of measles and small pox occurred, but by careful isolatien the Assistant
Surgeon succeeded in stamping out these diseases.

On the works no person died of starvation, and only one accidental
death occurred, when a woman fell down the well at Camp No. V,

‘The birth and death registers were kept by the paying , officer and were
written up daily by the Camp Mubharrir or Mistri.

-

. 18. At the commencement of the famine relief operations in this
Estabiishméht. district, one'(l:ahs{ldar one‘hcandrdate :or an Extra
. A551stant ommissionership and four Ndib

nn.'fﬂ?c?:“?.L"‘."":ﬁfi’ii“ﬁ:‘;‘!:.‘f-ﬁﬂ Tahstld4rs were deputed for lt)he work. When the
g llcwaoee beluy:drawn; cholera somewhat decreased the candidate for an
Extra Assistant Commissionership was relieved of his duties, and as long as the
operations were under the charge of Mr, Bosworth-Smith lhe following establish-
ment was kept up :—

t Clerk and Head Munshi (@ Rs. 50 per mensem,

s Head Cashier @ , 20 .

1 Head Muharrirg @ %15 "

5 Cashiers @ , 16 %

12 Mubharrirs @ ,, 12 »  one for each camp,
84 Chaukiddrs @ ,, 7 o twofor each shop,
48 Ditto @ ., 7 » four for each camp

and well,

16 Police Chaukid4rs @ ., 6

4 Dak-runners @ v 7 w

3 Camel Sowirs @ n,30 ,

i1 Special mgn to carry medi-
pcmes n;bir the Assistant

s urgeon @ n 7 ”
P The Public Works Department establishment at the same time comnstad
t Clerk (@ Rs, a5iper mensem.
13 Mistrls @ ,, 15 -
234 Mates @ , » )
" When the operations were put in charge of the Canal Qfficer the establish-
ment mgrutly reduced, as owing to the disappeargnce of the qholera and the



reduction in the number of coolies so lurge a staff was no longer necessary. With
the consent of the Deputy Commissioner the following reductions were made:—

81 Camp Muharrirs were dismissed and their work made over to the
bglstris. Only one Muharrir was kept on; he being a Hissari
and having come from that district with a promise of service,
was not dismissed.

36 Well and camp chaukiddrs were dismissed. The wells were pro-
vided with wooden lids and colild be locked, so one man for
each well was considered ample.

t Cashier at Rs. 16 was dismissed, only one for each paying officer
being necessary. ’

4 Dak-runners were dismissed as the post could be carried by the
existing canal dik-runners, .

The Camel Sowirs were not dismissed, but their pay was reduced from
Rs. 20 per mensem to Rs. 10,

As mentioned in a previous part of this report, there was one bania’s.
shop at each camp, and to guard the supplies two chaukidirs were engaged
for each shop. Very soon the Hissaris found they could buy cheaper elsewhere,
and the camp baniag lelt whep they saw they no longer had the monopoly.
As the chaukidars were then no longer necessary, they were dismissed as each:
bania closed his shop.

With the cénsent of the Civil Surgeon of Shahpur 13 of the well chauki-
dérs were also dismiss:d in April.

The Police chaukid4rs were also dispensed with in April, and the Hissajis:
were told to arrange themselves for the protection of their goods. «

The total expenditure on accoupt of work-charged establishment
amounted to Rs 1.,089-0-7 for the whole period.

The amount charged to establishment was high, but as the work
stretched over a lc pih of 32 miles and the prevalence of cholera during the
earlier perior s much cco- omy could not b: practised. Every care was taken to
reduce the establishment to the lowest possible figure,

19 Tke conduct of the establishment was exceptionally good: only
o bl ' or$ case of fraud was reported. A Muharnr
- taking advantage®f his position informed all the
coolies in one of the camps that he had bren authorized to take down the
names of those deserving to get blankets, and for every name he put down
he took sums of money varying from four annas to eight annas. These sums
were naturally only forthcoming from the better classes of the Hissarfs, and
when the blankets were distributed only the poorest people were given them,
The subscribers demanded back their money from the Muharrir and eventually
reported the matter. The man was tried by Mr. Bosworth-Smith and
sentenced to a term of imprisonment, but was acquitted on appeal.

No separate accounts were kept for November ; they were incorporated in
Accounts, December’s accounts,

Owing to the want of any definite orders on the subject of payments
having been issued, a certain amount of confusion reigned for the first few days.
It was taken for granted at first that all sums disbursed on account of wages,
gratuitous relief and the establishment employed by the Civil Officers were
to be accounted for separately by the Civil Department, and only the amounts
expended by the Public Works Qfficers dirugy' for “Works” (cost of hutting,
tools, work-charged establishment and water-supply)} were to be accounted for
by the Public Works Department. This ;.ystem. dual accounts remained in
practicg till the 3otk April, when the Examiner of Public Works Aecounts
vuted that all ¢ iture whether incurred through the Civil Officers or by
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the Public Works Department directly was to be included in- the accounts:
of the Public Works Department, Irrigation Branch. In compliance with this
ruling all expenditure was included in the Public Works Department Accounts
from the 1st May 1900. v _

- The cash for payments was drawn by means of cheques, issued by the
Canal Officer, from the Bhera Sub-Treasury. The money was escorted to
Faqiridn by a Police guard and deposited in the treasur® chest there.
One key of this treasure chest was kept by the Canal Officer and the other
by the Head Cashier. This treasure was in charge of a Police guard con-
sisting of a Ser%‘eant and eight Constables. A cash book for daily transactions
was kept by the Cashier. Whenever cash was required for Iayments the
paying officer came to Faqiridn and drew it and gave a printed hand-recei
to the Cashier for the amount drawn. These receipts were to check the
cash book kept by the Head Cashier and the expenditure and balances of the

aying officers. The paying officers had to submit a copy of their cash
Eooks with vouchers at the end of each week ; all these were carefully checked
in the office of the officer in charge.

The bills were prepared by the Public Works Department subordinates
on Form No. 1 lr, and were then handed over to the paying officer for disburse-
ment. The bill showed the man’s name, the exact positipn of his work, the
quantity of work done, the rate and the amount to be paid.

When the work in any chain was finished, the total amount paid for
in that chain was checked with the estimated quantity. * For this purpose
separate ledgers were kept. The number of those given gratuitous relief
was fixed for each camp ; their names were entered in a register ; payments were
madesthgm once a weeﬂ.

All stationery was supplied by the officer in chdrge to the paying
officer, Muharrirs and Mistris. ¢

Disbursing officers were not allowed to pay miscellaneous items of more
than Re. 1 without special sanction. :

The amounts due for hutting, water-supply, tools .and plant and other
works were paid direct by the officer in charge. :

According to the books of the Public Works Department the expendi-
ture on famine relief works was Rs. 3,43,066-15-9 and on test works
Rs. 16,826-5-0, making a total of Rs. 2,59,892-4-9. Of this sum, Rs, 1,35,187-10-8
were written off to the capital sanctioned for the excavation of the Jhelum
Canal, and the balance Rs. 1,24,705-10-1 to “ 33—Famine Relief Works.”

The total cost of tools and baskets amounted to Rs. 13,334-11-0, but
these are being gradually sold to contractors, and up to date Rs. 3,329-5-6 have

been realized and credited to famine relief works,

Out of a total expenditure of Rs. 3,59,893-4-9 onl%_ Rs. 1,83-2323-2-1
was disbursed through the subordinate Civil Officers. The details of this
are—

Rs. A. P
1. Wages paid for work done ... . 1,63031 3 11
3. Poor-house charges 1,335 1 3
3. Gratuitous relief .. .. e 14605 9 1
4 Work-charged IEstahli'shrnent 3981 4 7
5. Miscellaneous charges ... 269 1§ 3

Total ':..83,933'_ CY-




10

_ “The balance Rs. 76,670-2-8 was disbursed ‘through the officers of the
Public Works Department, the details of which are—

2 Rs. A P.
1. Dagbelling and jungle clearance 6885 9 o
3. Preparation of sites for camps 328 12 3
3. Qost of huts .., - i we 30,008 11 3
4. Baskets, &c, ... -~ - 3163 2 o
5. Water-supply wos s 7,477 1 3
6. Conservancy charges ... vos 725 12 3
7. Work-charged Establishment wes 7,107 13 ©
8. Registers ... oon oo 62 11 2
9. Tools and Plant 12,334 11 O
10. Miscellaneous charges such as con-
: structing temporary treasury
building, &ec. oor woa 516 o 6
Total e 76670 3 8

Appendix No. V shows the distribution of expenditure under the proper
head. ¢ :

21. On the receipt of orders that the people were to be sent back
) to their own district lists were made out show-
. ing the numbers of each class,—those under 3
years, those between the years of 3 and 12, and adults. Also a list was made
of the animals owhed by the Hissaris as those were also to be taken
by train. e °

These lists ‘showed that in all there were 6,480 units in the camps.
OI these 5,957 asked to be sent back to thelt homes, 23 decided to stay on
and work here, and the remaining 500 did not deserve the concession of being
sent home at Government expense, as they had come here of their own
accord and had not been sent by the Deputy Commissioner of Hissar.

Return of the people to Hissar.

Three special, trains were arranged for, to leave Bhera on the 7th, gth and
t1th of June, respectively. The Hissaris were marched back to Bhera in the same
way as they had been marched out, those from the further camps resting for the night
at Camp No. 1 in the way and continuing their march the next morning. They
were allowed to stay in Bhera for one night in the rest camp and were entrained
the next morning. A few camels were again supplied to carry the lame and sick
from the different camps to Bhera. As the weather was getting warm, a gharra of
water was provided in each compartment of the train. The Deputy Commis-
sioner and Major Scott-Moncrieff personally made all the necessary arrange-
ments at Bhera,

The poor-house was sent to Bhera a few days before ; nine camels and
three carts were supplied for carrying the inmates and cooking vessels, &c.

At Bhera the Hissarfs were paid three days’' wages in advance by the
Deputy Commissioner.
Each train was sent in charge of a N4ib Tahs{ld4r ; he was given a small
advance of money to defray any unforeseen expenditure en route.
General Remarks. _
22. The famine relief operations were not a success financially. The
reagons for the failure are—
1. Cost of hutting.
2. Outbreak of cholera.
Arrangements to give work to ao,aoo units were made and hutting accom-
modation for this number provided. Owing to the serious outbreak of cholera
further importation was stopped by the Commissioner of the Division. Had the

original number arranged for been sent to the Jhelum Canal, in all probability the
scheme would have been a decided success. The people worked very well, and
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the quality of their work was much better than that done by the average con-
tractor. The cost of hutting might have been reduced to a very low figure had
the coolies been sent here a month earlier ; the weather was then warm, and as
jungle wood was abundant they could have erected shelters for themselves with-
out any trouble and saved the Government the expenses of erecting costly huts.
One reason for the excessive amount spent on hutting was the high price of grass
owing to the fodder famine in this district. .

The people themselves were very emiciated when they arrived, and it was
only after being on the work some time they were able to do a fair day's task.
Had they been in better condition the chances are they would not have fallen
victims in such large numbers to the cholera and would have been able to work
at the rates originally fixed by the Chief Engineer. The wells on the Northern
Branch are more or less brackish, and new arrivals in this loculity are usually
attacked with diarrhcea : this was one of the reasons stated by the Civil Surgeon
for the high mortality from cholera. That the cholera was brought by the people
themselves from Hissar can hardly be doubted ; there was none in this district at
the time, and but very féw local people contracted the disease.

The following officials worked splendidly and deserve mention, As it was
understood that the Hissaris were coming to this district accompanied by a full
staff of paying officers, clerks, &c., no arrangements were made here for any
such emergency. When it was found that neither Ndih Tahsfldirs, Mubharrirs or
Clerks had come, hasty arrangements were made tn supply the want, and there
is great credit due to these men for the able and prompt @manner “in which the
work was done :— y

Malik Muhammad Hay4t Khdn, a member of the Nin family and a
‘candidgte for an Extra Assistant Commissionership. Stayed out here during the
worst of the cholera epidemic and looked after some of the camps. His help
was very acceptable, .

Bakhshi Ghanishdm Dds, Tahsilddr, was most energetic and helpful
throughout. Hearranged for all the food-supplies for the camps, His knowledge
of the people of the Hissar District made him especially useful.

Malik Fateh Muhammad Khén, Nun, Ndib Tahsi'd4r, is also a member
of the Nun family, He made himself most useful in looking after the cholera-
stricken Hissaris and showed a special aptitude for work in coannection with
famine camps. His management of the poor-house was all that could be
desired.

Amir Singh, Ndib Tahsfld4r, had certainly the most disagreeable and
trying work to do during the cholera outbreak. In his camps the disease made
the greatest havoc ; the work was made particularly trying, as disposing of the
dead was no easy matter ; and his conduct throughout was most praiseworthy.

Harbakhsh Ré4i, N4ib Tahsilddr, also had a very hard time of it during
the cholera, and he proved himself a capable and trustworthy officer.

Jamidt R4i and Bishen D4s, Hospital Assistants, both worked exceedingly
well, and their exertions must have been the means of saving many lives.

Kesho R4m, Sub-Overseer, was associated with Amir Singh in looking after
Camps Nos. VIII and IX, Northern Branch. Owing to the panic among the
Hissaris everything was disorganised, and great creditis due to Kesho R4m for
his carrying on the work as well as he did. He gave able help with the sick and
in every other possible way.

awdhir L4l, Sub-Overseer, had also a trying time during the cholera
epidemic and worked very well.

Pahelwdn Khén, Sub-Divisional Clerk, behaved splendidly, but the hard
work nearly cost him his life, as it left him little or no time for rest, which resulted
in a serious illness. He rendered valuable service. .

" Devi Diyal, Famine Clerk, also worked very well, and deserves great
credit for the way in which he acquitted himself,
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Final Report of the Famine Operations on the Jhelum Canals
during the years 1899-00 and 1900-01.

CHAPTER JL
TesT WORKS.

SINCE July 1898 but little rain fell in this district, and the results were
Causes which led to the opening of disastrous to the inhabitants of the B4r and the
tost works, Thal tracts, who depend to a very great extent on
their cattle. Large numbers of animals died in this district from starvation. The
villages were quite deserted and the people flocked to the Jhelum and Chenab
Rivers with their cattle in the hopes of getting some fodder there. This coupled
with the high prices prevailing for food stuffs led to the opening of the test
works in March last.

On receipt of orders fo open test works on the Jhelum Canal notices
were given to the Lambarddrs and Zailddrs of
nearly all the villages in the district that test
works were to be opened near Bhulwal at Camp No. X on the Northern Branch,
This camp is about twoymiles from. Bhulwal and lies due west, The rates fixed
for the work were—

Opening of test works.

For eﬁcavati?n down to 2 feet «» Rs 2-4-0 per 1,000 cubic feet.
1" ” from 2 to 4 » s ” 3-8-0 " ]
” " T on 40 6 1 eee » 3-12-0 n 1]

On the 25th February 265 persons came on the work ; they were swpplied
with kassies and baskets, and were allowed to live in the huts that had been
erected for the Hissarfs. The quality of th® water was very bad and the
people were constantly complaining that it made them ill. This added
very considerably to the severity of the test, and after a while three other camps
were opened for test workers where the water-supply was better in quality.

The average daily attendance for the 1st week ending 3rd March 1900
was 274 units.

For the 2nd week - vy 068
For the 3rd week nxse ves ee 1,563
For the 4th week e 1,049
For the 5th week . - we 1,960
For the 6th week ending 7th April ... o 1,087

After the 8th April the numbers began to decrease steadily and fell to 329
during the week ending 2nd June 1900 ; it was decided then to close the works.

Of those who came to the test works and were classed as local
labourers, about one-third were residents of other districts; the balance was
composed of agriculturists and menials of this district in about equal proportions.
The comparatively small attendance seemed to show that the people were not
as yet very hard pressed by famine.

Villages situated near the aivel:s and those .irrigatetil 3):1 the Government

neral disinclination to 2N private inundation canals did not in any wa
mc“o:.t:‘et::ﬂpof n.led pao.::lli:‘ of tl:is feel lt)he: effects of the scarcity; it was only thg
district, villages situated in the Thal, B4r and parts of
the Salt Range that were affected. These people depend almost entirely on
their cattle for subsistence, and while the test works lasted they were occupied
in driving their starving animals from place to place along the rivers, trying if
ossible to save the lives of even a few. In the villages, which to all appearances

ooked ‘quite deseried, were found only the aged and a few women and children,
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Those who first felt the effects of the scarcity found occupation on the
m:.cellaneous works, such as buildings and brick-fields, which were then going
on. These works were very popular, as the wages were good, and no great
bodily exertion was required, %vances too could always be obtained from the
céntractars. '

The zam{ndérs of this district seemed to look on manual labour of the
kind ofiered them as derogatory, and those who could sold their lands to keep
themselves and their families in food rather than go to the test works, which had
been opened for their benefit. The amount of land that changed hands during
the period must have been enormous,

No arrangements of any kind were made for the supply of fuod stuffs,
> , the labourcrs were expected to get their own
ood-supply. : . !

supplies from the village banias.

P _ No gratuitous relief of any kind was given,
as it was intended to make the test a severe one,

The amounts earned daily varied from two
to three annas a head.

The establishment employed consisted of one Mistri at Rs. 15 per mensem
Batablishaest., and one Mate at Rs.” 8 per mensem for each
camp ; also one Cashier on Rs. 16 and one Sowir

on Rs. 10 werc employed to carry money from the trgasury to the different
camps. .

Daily earnings.

y — The sum expemded on the test works
. amounted to Rs. 16,826-5-c, and is included in
* Appendix VI,

*General Remarks.

The opening of test works here seemed to emphasise the aversion that
the people of this district have to hard manual labor, and this is not to be won-
dered at, considering the free and easy lives they  are accustomed to lead,
their chief occupation being grazing cattle and stealing from their neighbours.

A good number of work people took away the kassies they had been
supplied with, but these were in every case recovered through the Lambarddrs.
J. N. TAYLOR,
Assistant Engineer,

BHULWAL : }
Officer in Charge.

The 14th October 1900.

Punjab Government Press, Lahoree=]5e1+1901==210,
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Statement showing the daily average mumber of woyking men among the Hissari Famine Labourers, and the wages earned by them
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Statement showing the number of nou-mrkfng_c&r’ldren and dependents reliev:d by Government and 8y working labourers respectively, and the
total minimum famine wages paid by Government by way of gratuitous relief in each month.

APPENDIX No. IL

Naxe or MONTH.

Average daily
number of non-
working children
and dependents
relieved by working
famine laboarers.

Average daily
number of non-
working children
and dependents

other than in poor-
house reiieved by

Amount paid b
Government as
gratuitous reliet.

e Daily average
famine wages paid
to sach person.

Rexarxs.

Government.

Rs. A. P. R; A. P
December 1899 ... . o 1,210 753 1,647 1 O o1 o
January 1900 - - P, 1,142 333 581 5 2 o1 0
Febreary ,, vee ous . 1,273 302 *538 3 6 o110
March ” P aay aae 1,563 175 361 12 ¢ o ort
April " ses e 1,491 144 230 7 o o1
May » = o 1,478 125 196 7 o o omn
June (13t 10 19th) 1900 5 - 1,453 138 144 2 © o1 1

Tetal 5,373 281 3,689 8 11 * 1 o0

*These figures represent daily aderage.

J. N. TAYLOR,

Fadline Officer.



APPENDIX No. IIL

Statement showing number of persons relieved sn the poor-house and theyamount spent by Government sn eack month.

e
ExPENDITURE
% Number of Averag;;nst
AME OF MONTH. persons re- of fi REsAnEs,
lieved in On Estab- G On other per head.
ouse.| On food. lishmene, | On clothing. purposes. Total, .
Rs. A.P.{ Rs. A.P.| Rs. A.P.|] R A.P.| Rs. A.P.| Rs. AP
december 1899 ... v - 132 158 o 7 i - v 158 o 7 o111
hnwy 1900 o " " 031 193 5 3 2515 6 9212 9 83 © 3| 395 1 9 ot 1
- Tebruary . oot e o 8] 15714 31 14 3 9O "o 172 2 © ot 1
ultﬂl ™ o vor . 69 19§ 0 I e re o~ 19 o 1 o1 3
April . - e = 59| 11513 9 12 0 © o - 12713 © ot 1
‘fay » . . voe 58| 121 6 97 15 0 o & 20 0 o] 136 6 ¢ o1 2 ‘lnc!ndaRs.s.s-u-sglaid'm]m 1900 oft stiKourt
) of the previous months.
june W o e o 33/%93 511 2 5 5 3413 o! 130-8 41- o 1 3|t Includes Rs 3-14-2 adjusted long after the dis-
) - E:;gh of pcor-house inmates and consequently
. not beer. shown in any weekly retarn No. 17.
Total - s 1034 14 7 6g 8 8 9212 9| 13713 3 1,335 1 3 e
I

J. N. TAYLOR,
Famine Officer.
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APPENDIX No. IV,

Statement showing average daily prices of food-grains curvent in Fomine Camps
from December 1899 fo Fune 1900,

Pricks PER RUPEE.
NaMz or MONTH. Floar Rxuanxs.

Wheat, i, Bijra. Maize. Gram. .
Mds. 8. C./Mds. S. C.|Mds. S. C./Mds. S. C.{Mds. S, C,
December 1899... we| O Q14| O 9 4| 01011 | O1OI4)| O 10 I1
January 1920 .. | 0912} 0 9 2| 011 5| or1rt 6} o1r 5
Febma%y 1900 ... w| 0 ¢ 91 0 B1o]|] o1014} 0o1014)| 010 14
March 1900 ... .| o111 7| 0 9g14| 011 15| O I1 15| O 11 15
April 1900 ... wl o013 :41 otr 0| 012 23! 01213 o114 8
May 1900 ‘o el O1211, 010 8| 011 4| o011 4| 012 o
June 18t to 1gth, 1900 ...}, o1r 12| 010 0| o111 ©| 011 ©of 012 ©

J. N. TAYLOR,
Famine Officer.

ey s

APPENDIX No, V.
Statement showing the distribution of expenditure under the proper heads,

i Name:'of Snb.Heads. Amount, Rexanxs.
E
Rs. A. P
1 | Wages paid for famine relief works 1,46,204 14 11
2 | On test works o o 16826 § o
3 | On poor-house oo - 1,335 1 3
4 | On gratuitous relief s 14,605 9 1
5 | On work-charged establishment 1108 o 7
6 | On millcellnneous charges 785 15 9
7 | On dégbelling and jungle clearance 6835 9 o
. 8 | On preparation of sites for t.;ampn 328 12 3
o | On cost of huts ... o, 39,008 11 3
10 | On baskets, &, ... ;;. :’.'. 3,163 3 o
11 | On water-supply ... v o 7,477 1 3
13 | On conservancy charges R ©* - 715 13 3
13 | On registers e - 6211 3
34 | On tools and plant ... ‘ - - :3;334 u o
L ' Total 259803 4 9
J. N. TAYLOR,



APPENDIX No. Vi

Sta’ement showing the tatal expendilure up to the end of Fune 1g00 on IyvigalionlWorks chrrged to 33-——Famme Relief Works”

and values calculated at ncrmal rates froposed to be written éa.d‘frcm “33—Famine Relief Works”

Lo ordinary heads,

Amount charged |

VALUE GF WORK AT NORMAL RATES CHARGEABLE
TO ORDINARY HEADS,

Balarce to remain
at debit of 33—

Particulars of works. tlc{'n_gli?a?::ﬂ? Famine Relief REMARKS,
Quantity. Rate, Amount, Works.
| i
”—Famng RELIEF WORKS IN CHARGE OF I’ UBLIC | i
WORKS DEPARTMENT—IMPERIAL. 5 Rs A P ‘Rs. A. P, Rs. A.P. Rs. A.P.
Il.—lIrrigation W.rks. !
{d) CariTAL EXPENDITURE PRODUCTIVE PUBLIC | q
WORKS, JHELUM CaANaL. 1
I —Works.
(2) Maiy CANAL AND BRANCHES.
(L) ER thwork.
Excag,mon OF NORTHERN BRANCH. !
Expenditure incurred divectly by Public Works !
Department Officers. ;
(a). Dégbelliog and jungle cleanmce 1,6g1 chains ... 1 4 o perchain 2,116 o o
(4) Boundary Roads . - 3:939 14 o© |4 1.691 chains ... © 8 o do i 846 o op%
{¢) Root clearance o ass 34 miles .25 o opermile ..’ 80 o o {
}l} Preparation of Famine Camps o 154 10 © 1
e) Snp y of huts for labourers — " 24,229 13 6 i
(7) Baskets and other materials s | 81313 3
l{) Water-supply wos | 4,268 3 b
(A) Conservancy cba v aen | 314 11 3
“) Work-thnrged establishuwent - el 4265 2 g
‘) HWIEMI '11] any *hs 362 '3 3
Total - | 38,349 1 6 |

9Thnamémhnbmuknfmtheuncﬁonedmimudmmopucdwbetnndmauo eapital in full, Thbﬂhﬂa‘ﬂﬁ_ﬂ&fﬁdﬁ:)—?miu Refief Works, B



APFENDIX No. Vi—COKRCLUDED.

Statement showing the total expenditure up to the erd of Fune 19oo sn Irrigation Works charged to * 33—Famine Relief Works" and values calcule ted
af normal rates proposed (o bc writren back from < 33—Fimine Relie Works” ¢o ordinary heads—concluded.

TO ORDINARY HEADS.
Amount charged

VALUCE OF WORK AT NORMAL RATES CHARGEABLE

Balance to remain
at debit of 33—

Particu’ars of wo.ks. lﬁg?e? &g::;{r:‘ Famine Reliet REMARKS.
Quantity. Rate. Amount. Works.
EXCAVATION OF NORTHERN BRANCH—concluded
Rs. A P. |-« Rs ,A. P Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P,
Expend: ure incurved by Civil Officers acting as -
Public Works Disbui sers.
Earthwork i
(#) Wages of labour 66294 2 o' 19318,795¢c.ft. | 2 10 ©O per 1,000 | 50,71% 13 2
(7) Poor-house charges vii 133 1 3,
(m) Gratuitou: Rrlief . 5 9067 o 4 |
{n) Work charged establishment 1750 5 4 E
(¢) Miscellaneous.., vee 165 5 6 ;
Total 78611 15 2 E
GRAND TOTAL OF NORTHERN BRANCH vl 116751 o0 8 . 54,523 13 2 6247 3 6

EXCAVATION OF SOUTHERN BRANCH AND FEEDER Southern Branch,

Expenditure incurred dirvectlv by Public Works

Depariment Offcers.
(a) Digbelling and jungle clearance . s 1 04378 chains | 1 8 o perchain...| 1,565 0 o
(#) Boundary Roads . v 2045 11 o 2 1,04338chams | o 4 o do. .. 261 0 0¥
{c) Root clearance . . 21 miles ... 125 o o per mile ... 525 0 o©
(d) Preparation of Famine Camps v 174 3 3
%;% Supply of huts for labourers e . 14838 13 9
ets and other materials 1349 4 9 |
(2) Water-supply... - 3,208 13 ¢ .
(A) Conservancy charges 411 1 o}
(r) Work-charged establishment 5 2842 9 3 !
(7) Miscellaneous = v 153 3 3
Total . 1 o 1

25,923




Espendilure incarred by Civil Officers acting as

Public Works Disbursers.

{#) Wages of labour o
(/) Poor-bouse charges . ove
(=) Gratuitous Relief

(») Work-charged establishment
{¢) Miscellaneous

Total
Grand total of Southern Branch & Feeder
Grand Total of 1—Works on Fhelum Canal
a;l---.&’:ubtimml
Hi—Tools and Plant ...

GRrAND ToOTAL

e

was

96,737 1 2
5538 8 9

2,230 15
104 9

0w

1,04,611 32 11

1,30,534 13 11

2,47,395 14 7,

12,334 11 ©

250803 4 9

Earthwork
24,242,459 c. ft.

Feeder Réjtaha. )

Earthwork
4,658,332 cft. ...

(11

2 12 © per 1,000
c. ft.
Total Southern
Branch,

2 8 o per 1,000
c. ft.

66,666 12 3

69,017 12 3

15,646 1t 3

80,663 13 6

———

4987t o §

1,35,187 10 8

n1z,308 3 11

62 11 2

12,334 11 o

1,35,187 10 8

1,24,705 10 1 |

* These amounts have been takes from the saactioned estimate aad are propossd to be transferred to capual 1n full.  Tbe balance bas beea charged to 33—Famine Re.tef Works

Punjab Government Press, Lahore—15-1-1901 310,

J. N. TAYLOR,

Famine Officer.



No, 45871, dated ¢7th December 1900,

From=—Lissteaant-Colonel ]. A L Monrcouzay, Commissioner and Saperintendent, Rdwalpindi Division,
To~—The Reveaue asd Financial Secretary to Government, Punjab.

IN continpation of my No. 43532, dated a1st ultimo, 1 have the honor to
s¢end the report on the famine relief operations in the Gujrdt District required by
your No. 1244, dated 18th September. A report on the closing of the test
works was submitted with my No. 1557, dated i1gth April last. The present
report is very full, and reflects credit on L4la Paira Ram, Extra Assistant
qummiasioner, who is said by the Deputy Commissioner to have written most
of it.

a. This district is not so entirely dependent on rain as Jhelum., The
consequence is that the distress, though undoubtedly great in parts, was not as
a whole so serious as in Jhelum. The mortality of cattle was less ; for, whereas
in that district the cattle mortality amounted to half the %otal numbei, %here it
. was roughly a quarter. The greatest losses were naturally in the young stock.
The main reason for the smaller mortality is that many of the owners in the
distressed tracts had friends or relatives near the niver, and large numbers of
cattle were driven to the riverain tracts; while some were taken to the Chenab
Colony. When the monsoon rains of 1goo had established sufficient folder,
the cattle thus saved were brought back. It was stated to me at that time that
when a man brought back his hardly rescued bullock he looked as proud as if he
was in possession of an elephant . . v

3. Thetest works nowhere attracted a large number of labourers, and
the majority of these were from the neighbourhood of the works. When the
task was made stricter the numbers fell off. In fact there Was never a famine in
the district. The test works did undoubtedly relieve a good deal of distress,
but the people relied mainly on emigration aud work in other districts The
Chenab Colony and the works on the Jhelum Canal saved many families from
destitution, and here, as in Jhelum, the bread-winners often went far afield, but
regularly sent thewr earnings for the support of their women, children and infirm
folk. Jrime did not increase ; nor did the agitation regarding the Land Aliena-
tion Legislation spread to this district. Mortgages and sales did not increase to
any great extent. °

4. As much help as possible was given to the district under the Agricul-
turists’ Loans Act and from the Charitable Relief Fund. The first advances were
made for seed for late rabi sowings, but most of these sowings unfortunately
failed. Subsequent advances and all gifts from the Charitable Fund were dis-
tnbuted for the purchase of cattle. The report shows the money given to have
been as follows :—

Rs.

for seed s . 23,361
Advances{for bullocks ... v ve 50,110
Gifts from Charitable Fund for bullocks : oe  §3,000

The Rs. 1,03,110 given for bullocks was allotted for the purchase of 4,985 head
of cattle, and 1 have no doubt that most of the money was spent as it was

intended to be.

s. The acknowledgments of Government have already been conveyed to
the Deputy Commissioner (Mr. A. C. Elliott) and to L4la Paira R4m, Extra
Assistant Commissioner, for their good work (see your No. 714, dated 11th May
1900). Both officers thoroughly deserve the praise. Ldla Paira Rdm worked
with great zeal, and insisted on the rules of the Famine Code being strictly
observed ; Mr. Elliott supervised him with judgment and sound discretion.

Enclosuses.
(1) Deputy Commissioner Gujrdt's No. 338, dated 15th November 1900,
(2) Ditto ditta No. 710, dated 3213t ditto.
(3) Ditto ditto No. 345, dated a6th ditto,

Punjsb Government Press, Labore—36-1-5901~810



No, 338, dated 1 5th Novembar 1900,

From—Lientenant A. C. ELrtorr, Dmt&nmmum. Gujrit,
To—The Commissioner and Soperintendent, Riwslpindi Division.

: IN compliance with Revenue and Financial Secretary’s No. 1244, dated
18th September 19oo, I have the honor to forward a feneral report on relief
operations in this district during the past year as directed in the memorandum
sent with that letter. The majority of the report is written by Léla Paira Rdm,
and 1 think you will agree with me that it is good.

2. The report should have reached you to-day, but owing to mfr bein
busy in camp, and also owing to the extraordinary number of reports all calle
for together at the time when the Revenue Report was being got ready, 1 have
been obliged to cause a delay of a day or two.

Famine Report of the Gujrat District for 1899-1900 by Lieutenant
A. C, Elliott, lJeputg:l Commissioner, Gujrat, dated 15th
ovember 1900.

1—Brief reference to past famine and their history.

The people recall four great famines, three of which were before the
British administration, They were— . =

(1) “ Sét propia” or “ San ch4lis "~~Sambat 1839-42 or A. D. 1733.
(2) The " Pdiwala” Famine—A.D. 1815, Sambat 1870.

(3) The *Markanwala ” Famine—Sambat 1588 to 1889 autumn, or
A.D. 1831, .

(4) Sattarhdwala—Sam!at 1917, A.D. 1863.

(1)—The ** Sat propia” is so called because the price of grain reached
seven paropia or 1§ topa or 3§ seers per rupee. It is sometimes called “ San
chélis” from the year Sambat 1840. It lasted from autumn 1839 to spring
of 1842, no crops being reaped from absolute lack of rain for five harvests.
Mortality was excessive, and the majority emigrated who could. In 1843
heavy rain fell and the famine called generally ** The Great Famine " ended.

(3)—The * Pdiwdla” famine Jasted from spring of Sambat 1869 tili end
of Sambat 1870. Emigration was large, but mortality and distress were not
nearly so great as in The Great Famine, grain reached 4 topds or 8 seers==1 péi
per rupee. Hence the name * Pdiwéla.” '

(3)—The * Markanwdla” Famine lasted three harvests from autumn of
Sambat 1888 to autumn of Sambat 1889. Distress was not great, and grain
was never dearer than 12 seers per ripee. No emigration took place; but on
the other hand there was very large immigration from Kashmir, where the
famine was very severe, A plant called “ Markan” came up in great quantities
before the rabi of Sambat 1890 ripened, and was utilised for fodder and
mixed with their grain by the people. The famine is therefore called the
“ Markanwala K4l"

(4)—The famine of Sambat 1917 or “ Sattarhdw4la” lasted one year.
Grain reached 13 to 14 seers per rupee. There was some emigration, but assist-
ance was given by employment on public works, A.D. 1863. '

Besides these famines of which no records exist we have those now
given below :—

(a) ZFamsne of 1868-69.—This reached the point of great scarcity only,
but not actual famine. The kharif of 1868 was poor, and rabi sowings were
so contracted as to cause grave anxiety, What was sown, however, matured
well owing to good, though late, rains. A fair kharif followed and good rains
secured a good rabi. A total of 10,064 persons were relieved, 8 5 on works
and 9,199 gratuitously.

' (#) The Great Famine of 1877-78 caused anxiety, but,no more in this
district. The kbarif of 1877 was very poor on all bérdni lands, Wheas rose
to 13 seers per rupee. There was a certain amount of mortalitv. but most



of the deaths were of starving persons from Kashmir. A large number were
given gratuitous relief or employed on works. The actual numbers cannot be
ascertained, but the maximum numbers on any day was 1,050.

(¢) Famine of 1896-97.—Actual relief works were opened on 15th
August 1896, Beginning with an average attendance of 1,190 workers and
335 dependants the numbers, after a short strike when grain was ordered instead
of wheat as the staple cereal for calculating the wage, rose to 15,608 workers
with 6,567 dependants on the 13th September. The road works were closed
on 26th December when the canal work began. On the canal works the
labour was done by task parties, and class segregation was ultimately carried
out successfully, though it could not be done on the roads. One strikin
{eature of the opening of the canal works was the enormous increase in depend-
ants which gradually rose to 18800, They are the largest numbers recorded,
after which they sank very rapidly. There seems to be little doubt that over-
liberality, too light a task, and no means of enforcing even that task being
completed caused a rush to the works and created a famine where only scarcity
existed. Had Mr. Thorburn’s orders for grain flour to be held the staple
continued in force, those people only would have come to work who were reall
in need. As it was when numbers had reached 2,279 workers and 934 depend{
ants, they struck, and hot a man in the district would come for a wage calcu-
lated cn gram flour from 26th August till 10th September. Thus true famine
does not appear to have been shown.

«2——Causes of presen! famine,

The immediat? cause of the pre.ent famine is the failure of monsoon
and winter rains, but as the scarcity ﬁeriod of 1896-98, which crippled the
resources of the people, must be held to have contributed to the seventy of the
distress, 1t is necessary to give ‘a short review of the harvests of that period.
The annexed table] APpendix A, shows the rainfall in each month for the past
ten years at the three rain-gauge stations of Gujrdt, Kharidn and Ph4lia,

The first indication of distress is observable in the monsoon rains of
1895, when the fall in Phdlia was much below average. It was, however, sufficient
for sowing, but September being rainless, crops suffered much, especially in Ph4lia
where 28 per cent. of the area sown failed. The winter rains (October to Decem-
ber) entirely failed, and sowings for rabi shrank, and a considerable portion of
what was sown failed The rabi was a little better than half an average crop
and Rs 71,045 were suspended, almost all in Philia. '

In the monsoon months of 1896 (June—August) the fall of rain was about
two-thirds of the average, and was not well distributed. A large area (348,117
acres) was, however, sown, but only three-fifths of it came to maturity. The
faslure in Phélia was complete, where out of a total of 99,979 acres, 63,979
acres or 64 per cent failed. The same was the state of crops in the Maira
Circle of the Khdiridn Tahsfl. The winter rains also failed, and although
238,604 acres of barini crops were sown, 98,979 acres or 38 per cent was
thardba. Inthe year 1896-97 a total sum of Rs. 2,06,726 was suspended, and
the distress was considered so great that famine works had to be started for
the B4r and Maira people.

The year 1897-98 was on the whole a fair one, but not throughout the
district The Maira Circle of the Khdridn Tahsil suffered from drought and
did not mature much area A sum of Rs 44,846 was suspended in this year,
mostly in Khéridn

The year 1898-99 may be said to be the first year alter the scarcit

period of 1896-98, and the crops were on the whole good. But in the khar&

of that year a severe hailstorm visited the district and destroyed crops in

137 villages, 96 of which were those in which suspensions had been granted in

the preceding harvests The total amount suspended in the year was

ll;?i 20,449, of which Rs. 39,407 were remitted on account of damage caused by
ustorm.
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It will thus be seen that the condition of a large number of villages in the
hdrién Maira as well as in the Philia Bfr was weak before the advent of
the monsoon in 1899. The monsoon commenced very well, and the current was
strong. The fall in June 1899 was above average in Gujrat and Phé4lia, and
only slightly below average in Khéridn. The fall was, however, not general, as
the western half of Khéridn and a considerable portion of Phlia did not receive
any showers worth the name, and these were the parts which were most in
distress. The fall in July was much below average, or nearly half in Gujrit and
Khérian. Sowings, however, were satisfactory, and up to the end of july the
ospects were not gloomy, though bdrdni crops began to wither even then,
he first fortnight of August was rainless, and crops dried everywhere and fodder
became scarce. The fall of rain in August was scantier than even the scarcity
period of 18y6-98 and amounted to % inch in Gujrit and Khéridn against
the average of 6 inches and 7 inches, respectively. In Ph4lia the fall was
less than one-third of the average. The month of September was also very bad,
the fall being nowhere more than a third of an inch, and that too confined to a
single date. There was thus no moisture for early sowings for the rabi, and
as October, November, December and the first fortnight of {anuar)r passed
absolutely rainless, the prospects of the sgring harvest became gloomy. There
was no pasture in the grazing grounds both in the Mfafra and the Béar, and a
large number of cattle were removed to the Belds, Jummoo Territory and
Gurd4spur and other places. There was food scarcity no doubt, especially in
the Maira tract of Khdridn, but the real calamity of the present famine was the
severe lack of fodder, the immediate cause of which was the abrupt cessation of
the monsoon and the failure of the winter rains, coupled with the fact that the
outturn of straw in the rabi of 1899 was very light, and there was a depletion of
fodter stocks when the distress commenced.

The disastrous consequences of the famine on cattle will be seen {rom
the following statement which compares the figures for cattle as found in
February 1899 when a general census was taken and in September 1900 when
an enumeration was made to ascertain the actual mortality amongst cattle in

sthe present famine : — .
Accomping TO cENsus or Fesnuany ifge ACCORDING TO CEMSUS Or BarTauash 1900 Lossns,
- ] T # T
TanmL, 2 . ! i g f g
] Elg g .. ]2 LA I 3
I IEIE I IE IR R R AR AR
sl §]z21 R £ -
A A A AR A AR AR AL
Guyrin we | 1,008 | 37,000 | 9,838 | 23,504 | 35,00 [ 150,000 | 44,300 | 31,630 | 7,404 | 50,007 | 88,703 | 120,887 n,Ba7 | 12,081

Khirlbn v ] 4B,004 | 26,008 | 3,434 | 24,350 | 37,708 [ 530,574 1 3708 | w4882 | 1,790 | sn,378 | 16,007 | 85,888 | 10,870 | 23018
»

Philla e 33,901 | 30,000 | 14,541 | 10,304 | 96,080 [ 130,003 2R068 | 53,000 | 0,316 | wa,isd | 19,080 | 94,005 782 19,400

Totsl . irgnter| 84,000 | 27,000 | 64,348 | 90,480 | 401,547 | 050G | Goety | w000 | 30,108 | 62,201 | gof40d | Joado | Gp,80y
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The decrease in the bovine stock is more than a lakh of animals. Of these
30,280 were young stock, which being of comgaratively little value and requiring
better fodder than the matured animals, die wholesale in a famine year. Nearly
47,000 bullocks and cows and 23,000 buffaloes would z:{)pear to have died or
been slaughtered, when lean and hopelessly weak, for food. As a check to the
figures obtained by the census of September 1900, statistics of export of hides
and bones were obtained from the Railway Department. The loss in Kbharidn
and Phélia is 52,483 old animals and 18,453 young stock. The total quantity
of hides exported from stations in these two tahsfls from February 1899, when
the last cattle enumeration was made, to the end of August 1900 was 6,213
maunds, and over 20,000 maunds of bones were exported for the same period.
A buffalo’s hide weighs from 10 to 12 seers and a cow’s from 6 to 8 seers.
Taking 10 seers as the average weight of cattle over two years of age, the export
of hides from Khdridn and Ph4lia represents the death of nearly 25,000 cattle,
a little less than half the decrease shown by cur catile cersus, These are deaths,
however, which occurred within the district, and we can never know what has
occurred elsewhere, There can thus be no doubt that our losses in cattle have
been very heavy, and it will take some years before the district recovers its
position,



5
APPENDIX A.

Statement showing rasnfall in each month since 1890 for the ihree yain-gauge station in Gujréi,

e

MONTHS OF THE YEAR,

Rain-gauge station. Year. b . ] . j ) j j?
I HANI NN K
S le | |l R ETE |- ° | = P
(| 1890 we «w] 85| 33| B6| -Bg| rss| 62 1170 [!:m vBg | s3] 30| 345 [ara7
1891 ... w| 363 ) 380 | 168 ga] ta3] 23] BB9| 376 1239 w3 ! ‘10| = |25
1893 ... wl 700 90| 80| w |10 | wol1t8iligno| w0 | 0| w | ‘903943
1893 ... we] 338 | 15| 'S6] B | 177 | 785 [1509 | 332 | 470 e e 17 | 39'49
1804 e wel 600) 144 104 | 66| 11| aag {1614 { ¢ I' 870w | e ‘97 | 3846
e 1 1895 . | 982 202 176 96| w [ 2s3{ 2871128 i | s | we | = [246p
1806 ... | - ‘83] 70| ‘20 | 15| 12 .505 3wl 64 09| ‘10| ‘mo i3y
1897 .0 w] 1720] 60| 147 95| e -ga- 1'24 | 513 | 1'30 - ‘BB | 1418
1808 ... w] 33| 493 o 135 ] 10| 884 440 | 998 .. ¥ *56 | 2348
| 1899 ... ‘97| ‘55, ‘o8| ‘s0 3'08" 3‘35 68| g0 03| o1 . | 989
Printed average ... | 156 | 140 | 213 | 1n2| ‘9o | 918 656 | o 24| 273 's6| 36| -s2 |s63s
({1800 ... el 60| 300 gt] rag| 96| a65) 06 135, 87 w6} 16 996 | 3067
Bgt ~ w | 368| 396 259 | 21! 96| 07) 574 844 | 145 vy | e6| . |2Byry
1892 o w| vae| vsi| 06| .. | Bs| 3] 724 (2593 | 55 53| w | 1S5 {3858
1893 ... | 590 393| 88| B4 465 750 [1678 | 444 3'93' s | e | 1'OB 4004
Khdridn + o 1894 o | 649 184 2481 71| 68| 908 (1702 | 6111 403 | 13| . | 170 |§0By
1898 ... wo | 3270 301 | 400 | 133 ( 23| vE9 | 240 1241 | ‘04 | e ‘03 | v [ 98¢7
1895 o w i 1'S3 61 691 931 ow 164 | w62 7861 178 | 38| ‘¥4 49 1179t
1897 . wo| a1 | 39| 1B8) 53| ww | 96| 4Br| 447 | 367 | wm | = | 135]2097
1898 .. w!] 39| go3| . w | 76| 85| 983 | 475 | 286 | .. | o | 18 [ages.
L} 1859 . oo | e 63| 76| 93| 114 ] 328 303 179 e 0§ | e w1061
Printad averoge v | 195 | 153 i64 | B3| ‘83| 45| 713 726 | 317! ‘st ‘31 ‘43 | 2B
r! 1890 . el 'a3] 30 10| ‘55| 50| wsa| 79| 640 ) 175 23| ‘35| 993 |agew
1891 ... | 3790 1757 | 213 | ‘35| 23| 17| 498 ) 193 44| .. - we | 1408
1893 ... | g9 25! e | qo| 85| 665| 608 69| .. | 63 | 1603
1893 . en| 237 ] 997 | ‘41| 193 | 318 | 491 (110 | 330 | @65 | . [ e | 75 (3188
_— ] 1894 wl 418 190 158 | w47 48| 985 | 873 | 144 | 85| 15| ‘29 | 9391
1895 v wlvagt ol 165 Re| as| 9Br| 60| 5381 wi | Bo! o | o [184p
1896 e w) 381 53! ‘o] @3} tas) a3 | ¥y Gia) ;| ., 39 16 j11're
1897 o | 1B1]| 66| 205]| B4 19| 130 ) B9 | 43| ‘13| w0 | . | V45 [19W9
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g—Arez affected.

) I order to understand the situation in a famine year:it is necéssay. to
give here a brief description of the different regions into which the district may
be classified according as the lands are secure, insecure or partiallly secure.

The following classification may be adopted :—
A. Riverain villages.

B. Phalia Hithér,

C. Biér,

D. Jatétar.

E. Fringe of villages on the Bhimbar torrént.
F. Submontane or—

+ (1) Pabbi villages.
(2) Balandi villages.
(3) Maira villages.

A.—There are 248 riverain willages in the district with an area of 207,354
acres or 17 per cent. of the district total where the crops never fail and which
are therefore secure. In the present scarcity the crops in all these villages were
good, and there was good pasture for cattle which were taken there from the B4r
and the Maira. :

B.—The Phalia* Hithdr has 13< villages with an area of 145,248 or 11 per
cent, of the district. It depends mainly on the working of wells, and the p4sdni
cultivation here is always more or less of a speculative character. The lack of
fodder was keenly felt {nere, but otherwise the tract gave no cause for anxiety
beyond the fact that liberal suspensions of revenue were granted This tract is,
therefore, classed as secure.

C —Bér has 113 villages with an area of 214,671 or 17 per cent. of the
district total, Of the total cultination 123,694 acres, 33,068 acres or over 26
per cent. is chahi, but If the monsoon rains fail, as they did in the year 1899-19o0,
fodder becomes scarce and wells cannot be properly worked for the spring
harvest The tract is only parually insecure, but as the condition of crops in the
past few harvests has been bad, the people had less power of resistance than they
otherwise would have, and, therefore, for purposes of the present scarcity, the
whole B4r must be considercd as an affected area.

D.—]Jatatar has 165 villages with an area of 106,363 acres or g per cent.
of the district. It has a total cultivated area of go,147 acres, of which 42,081
acres or 46 per cent. is served by wells. The tract is therefore partially secure,
and as many villaﬁes reccive flood water from the hill torrents, no anxiety is
usually felt for this tract in years of drought. In the early part of the season
zamind4rs sold bhisa, and though latterly they had themselves to purchase
fodder at high prices, yet the tract as a whole may be said to have escaped
the worst consequences of a year of scarcity.

E —The Bhimbar villages in Khéridn had a separate assessment circle
in the old settlement, but have now been dmalgamated with the Maira They
are 76 in number with an area of 49,498 acres or 4 per cent of the district. The
tract has wells along the bank of the Bhimbar, and is therefore only partially
insecure,

F.—The submontane region may be roughly divided into two parts, (a)
the one lying to the east of the Trunk Road and (5) that situated west of that
road. It has an drea of 507,450 acres or 42 per cent. of the district total. The
whole of this is dependent on rain, as thete is practically little irsigation from
wells, The climatic conditions are, however, not uniform. The tract to the east
of the road receives very heavy fall of rain, but the quantity diminishes as we
go westward.
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In the scarqitr period of 12‘?6798 the condition of eastern villages way
enerally very satisfactory, and the pinch of faming was not much felt in them.
hey were thus better able to face the distress caused by the present sclircity,

and suspension of revenue was therefore all that was considered necessary in

these vi cannot therefore be included in the affected -area. )I"-he
case was, however, different with the Western Maira. The tract has never since
1895 reaped a .really good harvest, and as the famine of 1896-97 crippled the
resources of the people, and the climatic conditions of the monsoon months were
worst in this tract, great anxiety was felt for the people at an early stage. As
early as July 1899 it became almost certain that there would be no autumn crop,
#nd consequently large numbers of people emigrated to where there was pasture
or the prices were easy, Had it not been for the fact that the Jhelum Canal
afforded work to any who sought it, it would have been necessary to open some
work both for the Bdr and the Western Maira These two tracts, therefore,
must be taken to be the area which is held to be affected for purposes of the
present scarcity, The area of the 13 villages in the Béris, as noted under

C, 214,671 acres. The Western Maira consists of 194 villages with an area of

166,737 acres, so that the total arca of the affected parts is 381,408 acres or 31
percent. of the district total,

4—Ryief history of the time cf scarc?fy.

The rainfall in the monsoon months of 1899 being scanty and
badly distributed prospects were gloomy . from ‘the very beginning.
There was absolutely no moisture in the whole Afajra of the Kharidn
Tahsil, and little or no area was sown with millets in this track. Fodder

ot

scarcitfy began to be keenly felt even as early as July, and large
numbers of cattle from the Eastern B4r of Phdlia and the whole of the Kharidn
Gojra were removed to where there was some hope of getting pasture. The
only anxiety for the people, however, was felt in the Western Maira where it
was known that for the last few years no good crops were harvested, and the
stock with the zamindars had besn wholly exhausted. After the harvest time
for the autumn crops was over the prospects for the rabi also became gloomy,
as there was no moisture, and no sowings could be attempted f. r the early sorin

crops. A large number of zamindérs left their homes in search of labour, and
though emigration in a purely 6drdrs tract like the #airais not an undesirable
thing, it was considered necessary to start some work for those who were left be-
hind. Accordingly towards the end of October a test work was started at Baradls
in the heart of the worst affected part of Maira. The mistake here, however, was
that orders were given for the payment of minimum wages to those who did not
perform their tasks. This attracted a large number of labourers from the neighs
bouring villages and the number swelled to over 1,000 in a few days. The highest
number on any day at work in Barndli was 1,006, but none came from a dis-
tance of more than 3 miles, and this in spite of the fact that minimum rate
of wages was allowed to all the labourers. It was, therefore, clear tha.t the
distress, if any, did not assume an acute form in the worst affected area. In
the meantime new rules were issued by Government which laid down that at the
test work stage payment should be made strictly at task rate, and that as far
as possible the work should not be too near one of the large villages in the
affected area. Another test work was thereforc started, and regulated strictly
according to the Code rules. This was the raising of a section of the Lila
Musa-Dinga Road. As the cold increased some of the absenjees returned.
Enquiry showed that people were helping their relatives and large amounts of
emittances were being received in the affected parts through the post
office. The people of the Bir and the part of Maira not vety far away irom
the Jhelum 8:?13] were engaged there. General relief operations were there
fore hot called for, but it was considered necessary tohave a work in progress
which, though ‘not ‘attractive for those who worked in’ other places, would
afford work to those who wers really peedy and who did not ‘know where to ‘g

.i”, “aw



8

for labour. The following table shows the average attendance of each week
w he work was in progress, and the classes of labourers attending the

work =

AVERAOB DAILY ATTENDANCE,
Percen.ta
Name of work. Week ending ¥ o3 g
& E‘ total.
B S
3 2
3 s i
" s
ba -]
2| 8
Lala Mysa-Dinga Road, ;:': Decet:l'l‘l:::; 1899 " i‘gﬂ ;g? g:g gg
Raimng of— 16th ditto - 438 273 710 62
{| 23rd December 1899 308 277 675 59
joth ditto 539 312 851 63
oth January 1goo 481 343 734 66
1¢h  ditto o, 590 306 o5 66
:otll: gltto 372 220 503 63
. a7 itto .. o7 376 783 53
Raising of Khiri4n- ||3rd February 1900 ;79 576 1,355 57
Dinga Road and an {4 10th ditto - 1,046 17 1,703 59
embankment, 17th dito ; Lot 15 1,686 [
24th ditt 839 573 1,362 61
rd Mareh 1 G 659 382 1,041 63
oth ditto e o 517 457 1,344 60
1th  ditto 683 373 1055 o « 05
24th  ditto .., % 497 300 797 62
|| 3ust d&w 144 177 221 65
Daily average for whole p‘eriod i 501 372 (963 65

The largest number of workers were in the month of February, The
rain of the 17th of Jaouary raised some hope, and the Maira people returned
to their homes and sowed late crops, like barely, rape-seed, &c. These were all,
however, of a gambling nature, and it soon became evident that nothing would
be reaped. But owing to the cold emigration was difficult and, therefore, the
needy amongst the people came to our works and had the satisfaction of finding
that they had not been driven to take their children away from their homes.
The attendance exceeded 1,500 in ten days from sth to 17th February, and the
highest number reached on any day was 1,04 on the 10th of February.
Throughout the time three fifths of the workers belonged to agriculturists ;
their number fell to one-half after the rain of 17th January, when agricultura
operations became necessary, and it rose to two-thirds for the first-half of
January and the first ten days of March. The agriculturists were mostly Gujars,
as the works were in progress in their country. The Aamins belonged to the
following classes :—

Mochis.

Musallis.
Machhfs.

Kasbis (weavers).
Nais,

Tirkhéns.

A few Mirdsis, Lohdrs and Jhewars sometimes sought work, but their
number was very small, and they did not remain long. The bulk of the non-
agricultural labourers belonged to Musallis and Mochis, No towns people
came. to the works, nor did any men from the Native States seek labour.
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§==Prices and smports of grain,

The outturn of grain in the rabi of 1899 was good, thou%h the straw was
light, and prices were rather easy as long as it was not known what the character
the monsoon would be. Towards the end of July 1899 wheat was selling

at 20 seers, but the tendency was upwards, and as the failure of the autumn cro
became certain, prices rose, and by the middle of September 1899 wheat sold
at li seers per rupee. [t rose to 11 seers in October and touched 10 seers
in the middle of November. Large importations of maize were made from
Jullundur, Chenab Colonies and other places, and this reduced the price to
i1 seers, where it remained stationary from 15th November to the middle of
January. The rain of 17th January created a demand for seed, and the price

rose to 10} seers by the end of that month, retreating to 11 seers by the t5th of
February.

The rabi of 1goo in the district was a poor harvest, but a bumper crop
was expected from the colonies, which, with the desire to dispose of old stocks,
caused prices to fall to 14 seers by April 15th.

Thus throughout the period of the scarcity prices have ruled high, though
they did not rise up as high as in 18g6-97, when wheat touched 3 seers per
rupee for several months. ¢ %

The yield o! food-grains in the district was totdlly insufficient for local

requirements Traders in central places had grain, buj the stocks with the
zamind4rs were insufficient even for the winter months.,

The following table shows from the Railway Department statistics the
movement of food-grains from May 1899 to end of September 1900 : =

L i i R —

Moath, Exports, Imports,
Mds. Mds,

May 189 . - - - - - 306 4510
Jooo - - - - 7884 2809
July - = e - - o - 18,504 6,828
August - - e -~ - o 6,891 1,359
September , - - - . - - 8,285 28 400
October , o - o o o . 2,941 9,107
November ,, - - - - o e 1,850 36650
December ,, o - e oo - 1,670 Go,708
January 1900 o - e - - - o0 45,763
Fobroary ,, - - - - a~ - 966 38,648
March o - - - - - 2,034 71,988
Aprit “ - o son - - - 1,088 20,378
May " - - - - o~ v 88 30444
Juoe " - - o L - 't 2,037 1,00,358
jy . - - - - » - »973 Gaus8
Mgty - - - - - - ars 8079
September , oce e - e L e 515 66,07
Total = -1 = ssh 691650

The figures show how grain was imported in h‘?ze Juantities how
early the necessity for replenishing food stocks arose. The gbovc ﬁgur;‘go not
include importations from Jummoo Territory and the Sidlkot District from which

the bulandi or sub-mountain tracts received their supplies in large quantities, 4
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From May 1899 to September the district imported by rail alone no
less than 64450 maunds. Butlarge as these figures are they would have
been larger, but for the humbers that emigrated to other districts where pasture
was to be found and cheaper prices prevailed. Bhiisa was also imported in
large quantities and was sold at very high prices. It rose at a time to Re. 1-8-0
per maund.

No failure of carrying power of railways came to my notice, nor were
ever complaints made by traders or others of any difficulty in connection with
the import of grain or fodder. Sometimes zaminddrs combined their small
amounts and brought bAsisa trom the Colones without having to wait much at
the starting staions,

The only complaint heard was that the Railway B4dbu at the starting
stations had to be paid a small fee before the truck or carriage was placed at ths

importer’s disposal.
6—Nature of the works utiliscd for relief.

Excepting the clearing and deepening of the Barndli Tank, which is a
village work, District Board roads and protective works for the road were utilhized
for the relicf. ¢ .

The work was done on the test work system.

Two tanks were constructed, and 21 miles of road were raised. In
addition to this a large embankment was constructed for the protection of the
Kharidn-Minga Road from'a torrent from the Pabbi Range and for diverting water,
which used to go waste, to cultivated fields of a group of villages near Barnéli.

7 - Management of the works, and tasks prescribed. "

With the exception of the Barndli Tank which was supervised by

Lala Kesho D4+, Extra Assistant Commissioner, the management of the works was

Y in charge of Léla Paira Rdm, Revenue Assistant, who was under the immediate
control of the Deputy Commissioner. No Extra Nibib Tahsilddrs were
employed The District Overscer was the professional offic er under the Revenue
Assistant. There was one Caslier employed for keeping accounts and the
money, whose salary Rs. 15 per mensem was charged to the works under
head Establishment.

As regards the tasks, Section 115 of the Famine Code lays down that
the ta<k required from the workers <hould not be less than 75 per rent. of that
usually required from able-bodied lubourers on ordinary works W hat each able-
bodied labourer must do in a day was to be determined. Where the sol is
soft the task work of road-coolies employed by the District Board in this
district was 100 cybic feet digging from the roadside and putting the earth
on the road. Thue soil of the place wheie the test works were started was
chhamb or rohi or hard. The tasks were fixed with reference to the instructions
given in Appendix B of the Code, as the new classification of workers in
Section 115 had not as yet been ordered  In the table of standard tasks given in
Appendix B adult males are diwvided into three classes The majority of the.
zaminddrs and kamins who came to the work belonged to persons
“accustomed to labour, but not of the kin’ requited "’ for whom 85 cubic feet
of excavation and 136 cubic feet of carriage only is provided for. This means
that if 136 cubic feet were 30 be duyg and carried by one man, he would do the
work in (I -+ 332 or 2§} days. Tus gives a daily task for digging and carrying
of 52} cubic feet for an able-bodied man. But as the average lead and lift at
our works was small, 60 cubic feet of earthwork was fixed for Class I, whose
task must be 50 per cent. in excess of that required from Class 1.  For Clasa Il
therefore 40 cubic fcet was fixed. This gave 100 cubic feet of digging and
carrying for a man and a woman, which agreed with the formula in Appendix B.
For Class I11, working children, 25 cubic feet was fixed, but as it was seen
that those parties who had children amongst them never earned full wages, the
children’s task was subsequently reduced to 20 cubic feet or half of Class II,
as ordered.in Seouan. 119 of the Code.
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The task ormed by the labourers fangéd from 70 to Ba per cent. of
what was allotted, but this does not show that the task requittd was heavy,
because a large number of labourers, generally three-fourths of the total, received
full wages, No camps were formed, and the people who came from a distance
attended late and left the work sooner, and therefote these persons did only
part of the full day’s work.

Besides, new admissions used to be made almost the whole day, which

swelled the number of actual workers, though many of them were not whole-day
labourers,

8— Non-working children and dependants.

At the first test work, excavation of the Barngli Tank, non-working
children and dependants were allowed the minimum wage, and there was a
rush of people sceking relicf. But on other works wapes were paid strictly
at task work rates, and nothing was atlowed for dependants or for Sundays.

o—Wages, )

At the Barndli Tank wages were calculated as given in the ready rec koner
at pages 83-9 of the Codz= on the basis of the price of jowir and bijra which
were selling at 12 seers per rupee. The wages fixed were therefore as follows : —

Pies.

A “.s L . a

B LT ] LESL ] LR ] Iq

Male Class ... cC .. e 16
D s 14

-~ A o Lid ] e '9
- B T I 7
Femal‘e Class asw C sar ls
g! a:. LET] LY} 13

. . aximum ase 1

Working children { Minsimum - lg

But at the other works calculation was made according to the scale of rations
laid down in Sections 166 and 167 see Correction Slip Nao. 28).

The grain equivalent was 40 ounces or 1} seers. The grain in common
use at the time was maize and to a certain extent bdjra and jowdr, all of which

were selling at 12 seers per rupee. This gave the foillowing scale of wages for
the different clas-es of workers :~

Class [--Diggers - woe 7 pice (1§ annas).
, N—Carriers vus 5 o (13 annas).
., I1I=Working children 3 . (2 anna).
As fraction= of pice are not now used, the wages fixed were equal to —
Class | - 42 ounces of grain,
i U o -
'. lll wes L XY} ls

" "

That is, Classes 1 and III' received two and three ounces respectively in
excess of the Code maximum.

For some weeks this scale was adhered to, but advantage was taken of

" Bactiih @b A the Code rule* to reduce the wages of Classes | and

' 11 by one pice each to see what effect it would have

on the number attending the work, and as the number did not diminish to any
appreciable extent, the reduced scale remained in force till the work was closed,

The scale of diet prescribed by Section 174 of the Code (Correction Slip

No. 28) is adequate for diggers and carriers, but not for working children, especi-

ally if they are over .0 years of age. They should certainly get half of the

altowance of Class I, whatever that may be,

Payments used to be made bi-weekly, but no wagss were paid for
Sundays or holidays. “ Pa:

The average daily earnings of workers was 13} pies or. nearly 4 pice
This was less than a half of what labourers employed elsewhere could {:et
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The works were therefore nnattractive and did not draw labourers from
other works, When work was started at Barndli some of the labourers doing
work at the canal and elsewhere returned, but this was because minimum wages
were paid to non-working children and dependants, and people thought that they
wouldp be fed at their homes for doing nothing. This notion, however, did not
last long, as from the next work, started on 2nd December 1899, the Code rule
was strictly followed regarding payment being made by results at the test work
stage.

No labourers came from a distance, Those at work used to return to
their homes in the evening, though a few arranged to live in the villages' close to
the works, No difficulty whatever was felt by them in getting supply of flour
and grain.

10—Gratustous relief,
11— Poor-houses.
. 12— Miscellaneous forms of relief.

These subjects do not concern the Gujrdt District, as we did not have
any occasion to go beyond the test work stage of the relief.

15— Health of the affected tracts.

The health of the people has remained uniformly good throughout the
scarcity period, There was some distress no doubt, but people generally got
sufficient to eat and did not lose bodily strength, though they had to give up
luxuries like ghi, milk gnd Jusss.

14—LExpenditure, e

The total work and cost on the test works, including the cost of Barn4li
Tank, is given in the following statement :—

AS ESTIMATRD. As EXECUTED
. Expendsture,
NaMx oF WORK, o h
. L]
€ o o
= K > E 2 5
£ B F | g 2| % | =
e [ L0 :
R - I O I - I B O B
o o« < o Z w = = =
C.F. |R.AP| Rs | C. F Rs. Rs, Rs, Rs. Rs.
Barndl Tank wr| 860,0000 3 0 of 1,034 219,524 1,126 36 t6| 1 1,307
Lala Misa-Dinga Road | 44583 |2 8 1,170 418,:9;‘ 097, 56| :3‘ sj 1,086
N:lh Lie:ta::;d. Dinga- | 464640( 2 8 of 1,200] 464,64c| 861 48 194 17l e
No. Il Section, Dinga- i
o Ry ga 1393920/ 3 4 4.7493,110,8601 3,914 2 531 Bi] 4746
Dinga-Khori Road  ...| 871,900/ 3 8 2,387| 525,385 97 343[ 23] 1,308
Dinga-Maghowal Road {1,743 2 8 457 | 263,43 43:1 32 187 B’ 7is

Total ... mml 8357 a7l 1.0 lﬂ] to,a63

Re A.PRs. A.P|{Re. A.P.{Re. A. P A.P.
Averige rate per 1,000 cubic feet ...| ... 21 o1 9§ 30 0 2 90 9
Average rate excluding Baredli  ...| .., l:u L | q

08 40 0 73 6

]
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Excluding Barndli, where work was not carried out in accordance with the
test work rules, the average rate per 1,000 cubic feet including all expenses of
establishment and tools comes to Rs. 2-6-3.

The cost of tools and plant in all famine works is heavy. In our case it
amounted to Re, 0-5-4 per 1,000 cubic feet, so that the rate of wages and
establishment amounts to Rs. 3-0-11, The cost of Barndli Tank has nearly
been double of the ordinary rates, resulting in a loss of some Rs. 60o.

The cost of tools and plant (Rs. 1,293) is not a real expenditure,
because with the exception of baskets and 20 per cent. of spades everything
else is in store, and therefore the whole expenditure is not a proper charge to the
works, But even if we take the whole cost of tools and plant into calculation,
as well as what has been lost at Barndli, the average rate for all the works
amounts to Rs. 3-9-0 per 1,000 cubic feet, which is lower by 7 annas per 1,000
cubic feet than the rate of the Public Works Department. The total expendi-
ture was Rs. 10,263 and was met from the following sources :—

Rs.
4,354

aew ‘ ase § 5’9@

The amount of Provincial Funds was spent from the grant of Rs, 10,000
made by Goverument for test works in this district. (See telegram No 4o,
dated 10th January 1goo, from Government, to Deputy Commissioner, Gujrat.)

]

District Funds e -
Provincial Funds ..,

15— Suspensions of Revenue.

The following statement gives all the necessary’information regarding
suspensions that were granted botn in kharif 1899 and rabt 1900 :—

h
1
!

*f*'u.. E AREAN OF CROPS IN VILLAGPS IN l ﬁfag AMOUNT OF REVENUR
= = W H SUS FNSIONS WFRE —: = SUSPENDRED
= e GRANTED =2
2 |sg s 00
|73 | —— — e e on -
2 F g 28
Z | ¥ ¢ i |,
TaasiL, & 23 S £5
=] s E £ =
B oroB Te| DB
T2 Q£ 2
Sslyt 3 oge| o2
_f‘g 28 P 9 g €21 3% d T
LERE Z = a £ §c E 3 §
= z m (% T o o = &
Kharif 1899.
Acres | Acres.| Acres R oy Rs. Rs Rs.
Gujrét we| 5420 180 37,611 32,680 4,02 13} 43850 34,940 733 0
Khdridn e 543 205 §4,0% 52,207 1,800 4 gzﬂqs 43248 1 ﬁ.ﬁn
Phélia w| 3431 207 74000 55316] 18600 3| 80,503 50,955 7,030 7,085
Total o | 14270 593 105 ;'20: 140,302 ns.m‘ 16} 1,76,751 1.28.5431 9,159] 1,37,702
Rabijigoo,
Gujrst oo 542|173 30727] 20817] 99v0 32| 48,870 27,3 735 28,108
Khéridn ool 543) 223 40,9180  34,336] 6,562 160 566580 42,4470 1,431 43,868
Phdlia 3421 140 27,075 7,360 19,806 73] 8,68 4519 31,228
Total .. 1,427 535{ 98,720 63442 36278 37| L6437 96,210 6975 103,104
Total | for 18 | gg«10jon.
Gujrdt el sS4l e 68,338 353504 14.8 22| 02,330 .6:.7oBJ ] 174
Khfridn 54_:.] w | 93021 '36.653 33 €} 1,00,056 85,605 z::?g £8,512
Phélia o] 3438 oo | 101,081 38, 3% 139,192 77,301 11,849 89,310
Total  eee | 14270 oo | 264,440 zoz.uzl 6!.695' 2. w.gﬁﬂ] ﬂ.ﬂ.;ﬁl‘ gu] 2go,8g6
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The percentage of failed area in Phélia is 63 per cent., but 64 per cent. of
the demmcreo? willaag;ges viring relie fwas grante%e. In Hithdr and Bér of
Phdlia there are a large nmer of wells which require more tender treatment
than purely bardni tracts, and therefore they wecre granted suspensioms very
liberally. "In all the tahsils there were outstanding large arrears on account of
suspended revenue of former years, and as the present scarcity had added a
heavy load of debt on the zaminddrs, proposals were submitted for the remission

of all balances which were three years old. These were duly sanctioned, and a
total amount of Rs. 2,16,644 was remitted as follows ;—

Outstanding of

' Total
remitted.

Tahsfl.

Rabi 1896. | Kharff 1896.; Rabi 1897
«
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs,
.

Gujrat " " 7,552 10,128 17,680
Khéridn [T see " e '6.653 ’5!64‘9 "5’:307
Phdlis - - Wi 50,293 74,580 31,775 1,46,657
Total 50,293 1,08,799 57,552 | 216644

16-—Advances and gifts to agriculturists.

The agricultural condition described under Head a rendered it impossi-
ble to undertake early sowings for the spring crops on birdni lands, but an
allotment of Rs 60,000 was made to the district for seed advances should rain
fall in time, The first shower fell on the 17th of January, and though the sowing
t imehad passed, sowinis of barley, tdrdmira and even wheat were freely made
by those who had seed. It was, therefore, considered advisable to supply
seed to those zamind4rs who were unable to raise it without great difficulty.
Accordingly Rs 23,261 were distributed for seed for rabi 1goo.

The results, however, were not satisfactory owing to subsequent unfavour-
able condition of the weather. Of the 98,013 acres sown later, 74,469 acres
or 76 per cent. failed,

Rain in the monsoon months of 19oo being good, the emfgrants returned,
and extensive sowings for kharif 1900 were made, but no advances for seed
were held necessary. A fresh allotment of Rs. 60,000 was made by the Com-
missioner, and Rs. 53,090 were received from the Charitable Relieft Fund. All
was kept for cattle. As soon as there was abundant pasture available, money
was distributed for the purchase of cattle. No distinction was made between
Provincial and chari:able grant at the time of distribution, but {ists of persoas it
for charity have been prepared and sanads will now be given to them to the
Eﬁect that the amount advanced to them is a gift from the Charitable Relief

ommitt
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Altogether Rs. §3,coc have thus been made gifts to agriculturists
and Rs. 50,110 have been advanced as loans by Government. The following table
shows the distribution of the total sum ;—

-y o
3 |$o| arroeso | arhees | AtRen0 | &
Eg E ] per animal | per animal, | per animal. an mal, E
Tahsfland wact. (5 | 55 — = T ]
RHEH P
E.C S E s 3 H 3 ]
z° 2% = E z | S 12| 2|2 |<| &8
Rs Rs Rs. Rs. Rs.
. [Jatdtar oo w] WG| 49| .. | . | 389 7235 | 181033301 9| 135 |raglo
L
2 J Balandi . o) 546 ) S0z W | .. 2| 5ol 295]5900| 9208|3070 | goi0
2
G l Total w | 992] g8t 201 {7,975 | 476 |o.530 | 314 [3,205 | 20,000
£ T Maira we | 2,005 | 20029 | .. 150 {3,750 {1,879 [31580 | ... we 141,330
A ¥ Pabbi ... .| 1Rg| 189} .. . . 13y | 3,780 we | 3,780
. l- Total w {2,214 12,218 | ... | 150 | 7,750 [ 2088 {41,360 | . | . (4800
L]
[ North Nakka .. | 410} 363 18| 540 e 345 16900 | .. we | Teddo
Eastern Bir .. | B86] 741 | 155 (4650 | 44 |',000 541 JioBa0| .., 10 116,580
4 -
3 y South Nakka .. | ast| 327{ 27| Bio| sti1,995| 2,0 |a780| .. | .. | 6,865
& | Hithdrand Bet .| 376 | 355 3| 75| 3852|7040 we | 7018
Total s |2,023 11,786 | 200 | 6,000 | 98 | 2,450 10477 {29,540 ] 10 [38,000
.
Grand Total s {5229 | 4985 | 200 [6,000 | 539 |13,475] 4,081 [B0,420| 215 | 3,215 |103,110

17—Increase of debt and aliemation.

The following table shows the transfers by mortgage, redempticn and
sales for the year 1899-1900 :—

———a

£

YEAR

5 years' average,

1839 —1894

5 years’ avernge |

1894—~1599

to yeurs’ aver-
age 188,~1599

¥899-1900

MORTGAGES RepevrTIONS, SaLrs,

Area. g Area, g’ Area.
=
" —

T || E tRIFRE. T | ¢
BEEERE SRR R AR A
A AE AR AR AR AR AR RE RN AR
b= O L] ) [ S

Acres {Acres | Rs Rs Acres {Acres.| Rs Rs Acres. | Acres | Fs. Rs.

12,640 {11,843 14.7%004,722,1015 | 4,609 | 4,180 | 6,567 [1,35.662 | 3,280 | 2,654 | 34375 [1.57,381

6,610 |15,654 |1 8,783 9:32.461 | 8,704 {8,193 10,089 {1,60,233 | 5,108 | 4,296 | 5,205 [3,72,181

14,526 {13,749 16,72 (7,02,288 | 6,702 {6,287 | 8,028 |3,.82.443 (4,530 | 3,475 | 4,226 [2,64,781
i

ts.ul!]rmso 14,078 8,54,080 {7,565 | 7,111 |9,031 18.78,9%1 | 4,834 | 4,284 | 5043 |4.14:389

Deducting the amount of debt discharged by redemptions the amount of
mortgage money and that realized by sale of land was Rs. 8 90,658 in the year

1899-1goo against the quing

uennial average of 1894—1899 ot Rs 9,354/ lat

exceeds the decennial average by Rs 1,76,032 which in ordinary course wo
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be attributed to the scarcity that prevailed during the year. But the introduc-
tion of the Land Alienation Bill stirred up the creditors to secure their loans by
obtaining mortgages, and therefore the increase of the amount of debt over the
decennial average is mostly due to that cause and does not represent the increase
of debt on account of the scarcity. Indeed in the pure barini tracts sdidiédrs
were disinclined to invest capital in the land, though they made small advances
if their old debts could by that course be secured.

18=eLosses of stock
This subject has been discussed under Head 2, Causes of present famine.
The loss of well and plough animals amounts to 41,576 anmals, and it will take
some years before this number is made up.

The large importations of bhisa from the colonies during the present scar-
city proves that if prices of fodder rise abnormally high, it is always possible to
import it at the principal railway stations for sale to zamindars.

19—Crime

The actual distress commenced with the failure of the monsoon
rains of 1869, but July was the month when all hope of a kharif crop
was lost i the worst affected parts, and therefore the state of crime
from that month to the time of the monsoon rains of 1goo has to be
reviewed to see what effect the distress had gn the conduct of the people.
From July 18¢g to end of June 1900, 1,3t0 cases of cognizable crime were
reported, but of those aog have been struck off, leaving 1,251 as admitted to
have occurred  The following table shows the number of cases in each police
statton Irom July to June for the past five ycars :—

Name ¢ f police station ‘o a = & %‘

el vt g < % 3

= % < 2 el
Ikhindn 94 13 71 5 03
[4a Mdisa .. \ 144 120 102 go 9o
Do Ralway i g 63 77 71 70 74
Dinga @ 1y 129 97 122 93
Kuthfila n e Y 149 151 135 108 140
Pahnidnwdli .. . . o 130 93 120 210
Kédirah d i . 29 73 30 56 83
Guyrit Gty ., & s 7t 97 63 44 68
Do adar 3 154 169 158 20 212
nléTur vee . 17 23 21 18 29
dndnwdla ... yis 127 19 122 126 | ¥ 119
Saras Aurangabad v . 50 83 £0 47 63
lotal ; 1,125 1,313 1.013 992 1,251

The total number, though above the average, falls short of the year 1896-97
by 62. Kbaridn, Lala Midsa and Dinga are the stations in the Maira or Gojra
country, and the total number of cases in these stations is the shortest of the
q inquennial period. A large number of people had emigrated from these parts,
and as there were very few cattle left behind, crime has actually decreased.
There arc a few bad villages which are notorious thieves, and complaints were
heard that during the time of the scarcity they robbed the travellers who passed
by their vilages alone. This was, however, not due to any want on their part,
but being idle their thieving propensities caused them to commit small robberies.
Beyond this complaint there was no indication of the increase of crime in the
whole Gojra country. The case is different with the Bir and Hithdr. The
Gonddls, an%hés Kudhdrs, and other J4t tribes of the Bir and Nakka are
notorious cattle-lifters and have connections with thieves in distant parts.

Both Kuthdla Sheikhan and P4hridnwéli stations, as well as K4dirabad,
show an increase in the number of cognizable offences. The total number
of casesin these three stations is 433 against an average of 289 cases of
the preceding four years. Both Pahridnwdli and Kadiribad extend to the
Chenab bank. Kuthdla Sheikhan has villages on the Jhelum border. These
were all in a most prosperous condition where the Bir people took their cattle
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antl also committed offerices whenever an opportunity dccurred. It must: there-
fore. be admitted that as far as the Gojra country is concerned the scarcity has
actually been the means of a decrease of crime, but the conduct of the Bdr people.
who have still pastoral instincts has not been satisfactory. This is specially the
case with Chhimmiin Sshna, Chelidnwili, Manjidnwali, Sohdwa and some of the
adjoining villages. No offence of a concerted nature, however, has occurred,
timed at graindealers or others possessing stocks of grain, which might be attribut«
ed to want of distress,

go—Efect of the famine on the people.

The worst affected parts were the Eastern Bar of Ph4lia which is inhabited
by Jats and the western half of Maira inhabited by the Gujars. Both these
tribes have connections in the two Bet circles, and it is an usual arrangement
amongst the people of the two tracts to help each other in times of distress.
In the present scarcity this arrangement has in no way been impaired. As
soon as fodder became scarce both the J4ts and Gujars took their cattle to
where :lhey had friends and relatives, and it is reported that they were hospitably
received. :

A rough enumeration showed that over 80,000 persons emigrated and
received assistance and protection from theis friends i better circumstances.
The absentees sent large remittances to their families to .tide over the difficult
times. All this shows that social obligations have been fulfilled to the fullest
extent. From the very beginning people seemed to have «been prepared for
the distress, and the power of resistance shown by them was good. If people
are not interfered with, they would continue to help each other as they
have been hitherto doing. )\'Ne carefully watched the extent of distress that
actually’ prevailed, and as it did not assume such an acute form as to render
the opening of famine relief works necessary, only test works were conducted.
The political effect of all this has been good. People now know that they
must help themselves as far as lies in their power, and the Government aid
would come only when their own resources fail.

a1—LForecast of future of district.
The amount of suspended revenue that is outstanding is shown below :~

Hacvest for which the smount is due, Gujrét. Rbdrida. Phdlia. Total.
Rs. Rs. Rs. Ra,
Kharff I”’ e - e ‘o“’? 10,610 2,475 19148
Rnbl tm e "y Lol SM i‘.”ﬁ ‘nm .'r”l
Khatff 1898 o o " o " 1,048 1,048
Kharff 1890  dee o " 34,486 44,644 57,985 1,37.118
Radiigos .. - - 8,101 43,808 088 | 103,504
Total - 732,088 1,518,337 93069 281,584
L

Kbdle ° m'

Detall v { : . "
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1t is difficult to make an accurate forecast as to the time which will be
required to collect this balance, In addition to the Rs. 3,81,584 due on account
of revenue a sum of Rs. 1,34,915 is outstanding on account of advances made
for seedand cattle,

The instalments for the latter are such that they are payable after two years,
and if nothing unforeseen happens, they will be cleared by kharif 190z = The
present kharif %khan’f 19c0) is good everywhere, but as it 1s the first harvest
after the scarcity, it is proposed to make no demand for the suspended revenue.
In future harvests also the suspended items will be collected by easy instal-
ments. Supposing the harvests to be ordinary or normal, it is expected that
outstanding balance will be recovered before the year 19o3-03 closes. If we
have good or bumper crops, a year will be saved ; but if the crops turn out to
be bad, it will be found neceseary to recommend further remissions.

23-=Notices of officers.

The work was begun under the orders of my predecessor, Diwdn Tek
Chand, Officiating Deputy Commissioner, In his incumbency the Barndli Tank
work was carried out by Lila Kesho D4s, Extra Assistant Commissioner.
That officer being incapacitated.by a fall from his horse, the Revenue Assistant,
Lala Paira R4dm, was put in charge, and when | took over charge of the district
the Barndli Tank had just been completed and affairs were being wound up.
The rest of the test. works were carried on under my direction and control,
but under the supervision of Lala Paira Rdm. 1 need say little about this
excellent officer ; his character, his ability and his energy are well known, and
I can only add that I found him to be all that could be desired. His weekly
reports were clear and concise, and his supervision was excellent, =

The entire management of the works was in the hands of the District
Overseer, Bibu Jian Muhammad. From first to last he laboured incessantly
and cheerfully, and I could wish for no better man in charge. He was
responsible for all tasks, for all work done and for all projects undertaken. 1
found him painstaking, careful and thorough, and my opinion of him is very
high, not only for his ability, but for his strict honesty. His intimate acquaintance
from former experience with the Famine Code was of the greatest assistance.
During Léla gaira R4m’s absence on casual leave in March he was in sole
charge and wrote two weekly reports which were both very good.



No. 710 L.F, dated Gujrét, 815t November 1900,
From—Lisutemant A. C. ErLiorT, Deputy Commissiomer, Gajrt,
To-=The Commissioner and Superintendent, Rfwalpindi Division,
WITH reference to your Circular No. 339——413%, dated gth November 1900,
I have the honor to submit a report on test works carnied out by Civil Agency,
together with the statement prescribed by the Chief Engineer.

Report on Test Works in the Gujrat District as required by
' Section 152, Punjab Famine Code, by Lieutenant
A. C. Elliott, Deputy Commissioner, Gujrat.

THE annexed statement prepared in accordance with Government Cir-
cular No. 1334, dated and October 1goo, shows the nature of works executed
and the cost incurred thereon. .

A brief description of each work is given below :—

ta Barndli Tank.~This was the first test work started to gauge the
extent of distress, but the instructions laid down in the Famine Code for test
works were not strictly adhered to. Wages were paid for Sundays, and depend-
ants and non-working children were also paid at the minimum rate. Hence
the cost of the work is nearly Rs. 5-8-0 per thousand cubic feet, which is nearly
double the .narket rate. Barndli is a large village in the heart of the * Maira,”
and has no irrigation wells. This tank has proved of great public utility not
only to Barndli, but to neighbouring villages also.

3. Ldla Misa-Dinga Road.—This work was carried out strictly in
accordance with the provisions of Section 43 A of the Code, and wages were
paid at the task rate, no payment being made for Sundays or dependants. The
cost is therefore only Rs. 2-6-0 per thousand cubic feet, if calculated on wages
only but amounts to Rs. 2-9-7 if the cost of establishment, tools and plants
and miscellaneous charges be included. This is slightly in excess of the
estimated rate, and is due to the fact that in framing the estimate the actual
market rate was taken and not the usual Public Works Department rate.

3. Dinga-Khdridn Road, Section I.—In order to ascertain how far
the workers were actually needy or in need of relief, advantage was taken of
the provision of the Code by which wages of diggers and carriers can be reduced,
and orders were passed for a reduction of one pice a day *for each. Hence the
rate of wages is only Re. 1-13-7 per thousand cubic feet, and if all other charges
are added, the cost is only Rs. 32.6-6 against the market rate of Rs, 2-8-0.
The cost of tools charged to this work amounts to Rs. 194. The actual charge,
however, is on account of baskets. If the cost of other tools be deducted,
the rate would not be more than Re. 1-15-10 per thousand cubic feet, which is
much less than the normal rate.

4. Dinga-Khiridn Road, Section 1l, Dinga-Khori and Dinga-
Maghowdl Roads.~The above remarks equally apply to these works., The
rate per thousand cubic feet of wages is the same, and the difference in rate
calculated on total outlay is due to the charges on account of tools, which if
deducted would give about Re. 1-15-11 per thousand.

The works cannot be properly called of a permanent nature, as the
earthwork is liable to be carried away by rain water, but the improvement in the
state of the roads is certainly of public utility. A large embankment was
constructed on Section 11 of Dinga-Kh4ridn Road to protect it from a torrent
from the Pabbi Hills and to utilize for irrigation the water which previously ran
to waste by directing it over land where a continuous slope carried it off. The
embankment has proved of the greatest henefit to some ten villages and has
irrigated with sail4b some 1,300 acres of land round about Barndli where the
autumn crops this year have been exceptionally good. :

There was a deep ravine on this road which obstructed traffic during
the mains, and this has been filled up with earth excavaged from a new tank dug
up on the side of the road, so that this tank has actually cost nothing, but
has proved very useful to the neighbouring villages and to the travelling public.
" Ahou; ai_miles of ro?.cllzs have baen.-lrai:dd dai:g it&)roved'afit ac%tlat :f

085, thus giving a rate of Rs. 431 per mile, inclu the cost of establish-
mm‘?.' s and plants, and miscellaneous charges.  ° '

The total cost of tools and plasts charged to the,roads amounts to
__-MR;M__chhhededw&omthewul-outhy.the rate per mile comes
toRs 3L e . _ _
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Statesnt showing Famine Relicf Test Works carried ot in Gujrét Distyict under the
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work, earth-work. P13 . & 0
4 -
'y L4l4 Misa-Dinga]| Ditto Barth-work ... 997 56 13 20 1,086
ao 1]
4
3 | Dinga.-Khéridn Road,| Ditto Di;to 861 8 17 1,120
Section I, Backénan- ¢ 194
wéla to Attowdla.
4 | Dinga-Khéridn Road,| Ditto Ditto .. 1 220 I 81 4745
Section 11. Sa14 530
5 Dinga-Khorl Road... Ditto Ditto i 974 55 - 343 21 1,392
6 | Dinga-Maghowdl| Ditto Ditto .. 485 32 vau 187 8 | 712
- Road. |
It {
. * No separate account for Sundays was kept, but Rs. 159 hlive :
GujraT: } e
The 215t November 1900, :



3

charge of Csvil Depariment prepared in accordance with Section 1 53, Punjab Famine Code.

© -
DRTAIL OF WORKING RATES. - 3
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. 6 6| .« | 200524| 5.7 9| 8 0 0 Thistankis for the use of
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997 dae 418,104 | .. a 6 2 e a1%104 | 2 9 71 2 8 oy
861 " 464,640 ) 117 7 " 464600 2 6 6, 2 8 o
I
|
. . 8 - 2,110,869 | 2 31t | 3 O ©OLAllithese works are nmt
3,014 2,110,869 113 of A permanent nature,
but of distinct public
utility, espec.ally for the
l travelling public.
974 | o 525385 | e 113 L, 5253351 210 5| 2 8 o
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been deducted from this amount in proportion to the working days.

Punjab Government Press, Lalior  15-1 19ot==310,

A. C ELLIOT1, Ligur,

Deputy Commissioner,
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No == dated 213t November 1900
G.-ll.-38

Prom—Lieutenant-Colare! J. A. L. MoxTaoxgny, Commissioner and Superiatendent, Réwalplndi Division,
To—The Reveaue and Financial Secretacy to Goverament, Punjab.

1 HAVE the honor to forward, in original, the report of the Deputy
Commissioner of Jhelum on the relief operations of the past year, called for in
your No. 1344, dated 18th September.

3. The district is almost entirely dependent upon rain for its crops;
not more than 3 per cent. of the cultivation is
irrigated. When therefore the rains failed, or
were unseasonable, for three harvests in succession the result was ncoessarily
disastrous. The wonder is that the state of things was not worse than it was.
There was no real famine as regards human beings, but there was acute distress.
The death-rate was nowhere abnormal, and there is no reason to believe that
deaths took place from starvation. The effcct of the scarcity was felt in the
great mortality among cattle, A cattle census taken in March 1900 showed
that half the total number had disappeared. When the fodder famine became
acute, some of the cattle were killed for food, and some taken off to any places
where grazing or fodder could be obtained, such as* the low h:ﬁs near
Jummoo, the canal irngated tracts on the Chenab Canal, &c. But a great many
died of starvation, and the waders in hides made large profits.

Acate distress, bat oo famine,

3. To show the great shrinkage in the area which bore crops, I attach
R a statement giving the ascertained facts for the
o last tl ree harvests. .

~4. Notwithstanding the distress, the people kept themselves alive in
various ways. Lest works did not attract many,
and when a work of some importance was com-
menced in the Pind Dddan Khan Tahsil the majority of the labourers were
found to be ma‘inlﬁ; from the neighbouring villages. The people are self-reliant
and ready to seek a hving anywhere, There are many soldiers in the army
from Jhelum, and residents of the district are found.in Cbina, the Straits
Settlement, and even in East Africa. Many went off to the Chenab Colony for
a living. The villages were very largely deserted, but the bread-winners
brought or sent home their earnings from time to time to support the women,
children or old people that had stayed behind. It can be asserted without fear
of contradiction that the people of the district have been in no way demoralised
by famine, The spirit of self-help is strong.

Self-reliance of the people,

5. But a good deal of charitable relief money has been distributed for
Distribution of money for seed and the purchase of seed, fodder or cattle ; and large
cattle. advances have been given for seed and cattle,
The amount so given could of course relieve only a comparatively small number,
1 believe that in many villages the right to get the gift or advance was appor-
tioned by lot among the most deserving. And those who had cattle were not
slow to lend them when they could be spared. When rain came and sowing
was possible great exertivns were made to put as much land under crops as
ossible. Some people even dug their fields with their own hands; and an
instance is reported of a man harnessing himself with a donkey to a plough, Two
facts have been established in the late distress : The people are ready to help
themselves and each other, and notwithstanding the great mortality in cattle,
when rain came it was possible to put a large area under crops.

6. The district report shows (paragdraph 3) that the revenue was

. freely suspended, amounting from Rs. 18,158 in

BSOSy ——"_. kharif 189% to Rs. 2,88,805 in rabislgoo, or an
ate of Rs. 579,490. The Settlement Officer informs me that it will

pr % be necessary to suspend a third of the demand for kharif 1900 also
in Tahsil Talagang, and a few thousands in the other tahsils. « As a whole, the



présent kharff has been very good; but in parts of the district the rains were
unseasonable, and further help will be needed. Meanwhile no attempt will be
made to collect suspended revenue this harvest. : .y

2. The figures in paragraph 17 show that sales increased by 68 per cent,

| and  mortgages by 66 per cent. during 1899-1g0o,
Tl ianionisd prims and that tﬁe prices realized were rat_ergag; than

in the previous year. The common saying was that the Land Alienation Bill
had stopped the money-lenders from giving momney except on sales, and that
very little land was being taken on mortgage. The figures do not establish this
assertion. [ believe it is very probable that the Land Alienation Bill did to
some extent stop alienations, that is, that the prospect of the Act prevented more
land from changing hands than was actually the case; and so far the result
was good. It is also doubtless true that the money-lenders themselves felt the

inch of hard times, and in many cases had not the money to 'end. Crime did
Increase at one time, especially crime of a violent nature, 1 believe the true
causes have been given in Mr. Estcourt’s report. Strong measures were taken
to stop |dacoities, and as soon as the leaders' were captured robberies almost
entirely ceased.

8. All the famine works v:rlere fSt w{‘cl)]rke]-.. The majority of them'w'ercii
N . small works, e largest was the Jaldlpur Canal
EETpRa mEks. in’ the Pind Dédan Khan Tahsfl . The number,
of labourers on the latter at no time exceeded 3,000 ; they were paid at low
piece-work rates ; nothing was paid to dependents. The outbreak of cholera
necessitated the closing of the work on the canal, and when good rain fell it was
considered unnecessary to continue the work as a test work. The result is that
the canal has been only half dug. 1 hopeit will be possible soon to finish it ;
it will be a boon to the people, and remuneraitve to the Government. .

9. The officers named by Mr. Estcourt in paragraph 22 all did well.
Mr, Yeoman supervised the work on the canal
: with zeal and efficiency ; and of the Tahsild4rs,
Pandit Sri Kishan, of Chakwdl, is especially deserving of commendation for the
manner in which he distributed famine relief, whether in the shape of fodder or
of money for'the purchase of seed or cattle. Mr. Estcourt, who was officiating
1s Deputy Commissioner for most of the time when the distress was most acute,
ilso did very well. a

Notice of officers,
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i - Pamine Report, ]he_lm Distriet, 189p-1900. : :
* 1. During the year of 1896-97 there was considerable distress in the district, but

Briet rafsrence of pest famive and their history, ;iar:a:n; otfa:i?iﬁd wm““f.’“’ré’i
works were started, but were not largely attended. '

3, The cause of the present famine was failure of the rains during tﬁe whole

, . year of 1899 continuing down to

A S pren oo {xokion i I g, Wi b the raius of tgoo. This continued
drought exhausted the stocks of

fodder to such an extent that half the cattle in the district died during 1899. A cattle
census was taken in March 190n, showing that 53,962 bullocks and 61,936 cows died durin
the year, and the losses under other heads was equally serious. Liberal suspensions o

land reveoue were given throughout the distsict. The amounts suspen(‘l‘ed were, for

the whole district, as follows :—

R-"
Kharif 1898 e - 18,158
RAbi '899 (L1 LLL] 48;’69’
Klfarff 1899 4 e 3,24,258
Rabi lgoo‘ ee e see 2,88’805

3. The parts wqrst affected were the tahsils of Jhelum and Pind DAdan Khan
in all tracts away from the river,

Area affected (refer to an

areas), Rainfall and proportion of area irrigated,

Onl

was as follows :—

clashes specially affected in these

but the tabsils of

Chakwél and

Talagang were also badly affected.

y a slight portion of the tahsil of Pind Dddan Khan is irrigated by canals,
The rainfall in the different tabsils from January 1899 up to end of Septembgr. 1goo

From 1st "
From tst ; Fromy st | From 1st April
Tahall. October 1868 Al:.:‘so‘tgw October 1900 | 1900 to j0th
to 31st March September to 3ist March | September
. 18g9. 1899, 1900. 1900,
Jhelym oo & s 184 12'50 626 G
Pind Dédan Khan ™ - rso l 579 37 151§
Chakwkl = - o 389 9ot 319 an78
Talagsng o - e 2ol L 28s 1583

4 The effect of the drought was more severe on the cattle than on the people, and
though test works were opened,
it was not found necessary to

Brief history of the time of scarcity. What classes (zamio

kam{ns or towanspeople) mostly resorted to the works.

Test works were first ope

&

dérs,

turn

them

into famine works.
ned at Sohawa on 1gth November 1899 and in Pind Dédan

Khan on 3and November 1899. The Jaldlpur Canal was opened as a test work under

The numbers on the

latter work fluctuated considerably, but were never much more than 3.000. The numbers
June to about 500, when work bhad to be temporarily closed owing to an

outbreak of cholera in the vicinity of the works. Good rain fell in J{ly and August, and

the works were formally closed on 11th August 1900, The works were attended by -

samindécs and kamins. There were no people attending the works from Native States.

the Canal Irrigation De

fell off durin

g, Prices were not so high as they were i

' Prives and | of graia (any falkre of carrying-power of
saflways should A gl e this)e

P&

rtment on 3rd February 1goo.

u the famine of 1896-97. whelt
was gencrally above 10 seers to

the rupee and maize about 12
seers, Grain was freely impested

inp the district, and the railways were fully able to cope with all the demands.
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The imports and exports from April 1898 to February 1900 were as follows i

April 1898 to April 18gg—
Imports. Exports,
186,660 maunds, 64,633 maunds,
April 1899 te February 1900=—=
Imports, Exporte.
403,373 maunds. 16,367 maunds,
n:‘;’l:. n;‘,d"" ::rh ‘:“mm ':I.;‘ ,.(,‘;i:.h;‘k s ordinary I 6. The works on which
o b o o k] oo, T et of aln hour was employed were as

(;). One tank at Sohawa,

(2). Breaking metal for road from Lilla Station to Lilla Town,
(3). Road from Haranpur to Pind Dédan Khkan to Lilla.

{4). Road beyond Bhlowsl

(5). Jaldlpur Canal.

7. The first four works were under Civil Officers and the latter under Pubhc
Works Officers. Two Famine Néib Tahsfldérs ,were employed on the last work, one
being reduced when the numbers fell in April. No tasks were prescribed, work
completed being paid fer at rates such as were calculated from time to time to enable
the workers to purchage the amount of food regulated in the Famine Code,

Noo-working chiidran and dependants, " 8". There were no non-work-
ing children or dependants,

9 As noted above there was no fixed amount paid per diem to labourers. All

Wages Scale of dist employed and its .dmuaer or "‘.deq“ey‘ “Ol‘ks Compltted wel:e pa‘d fOt'
Methed of payment How often paid—weekly b1 weekly or daily. at fixed rates; and it was cal-
Wages for Sundays und holidays Ellrnmgu of re!:efdilabuumrl k“ culated that as a rule the average
compared with labourers employed elsewhere on ordinary works da.:'ly wage carned varied between

Were any complaints made of famine works attracting labour from 5
other works ® Effect of fines and reduction to mimmum wage. one anna two pies and one anna

Supply of flour and grain at relicf works four pies. The people were paid
n gangs twice a week. It was not found that the carnings of relief labourers were so
high as to induce labourers from other works to come to the relicf works for employment.

10. "No gra‘uitous reliel was

Gratuitous relief and eharitable relief (numbers of deaths of .
persons in receipt of grataitous reliel to be noted) distributed.

Poor-bouses (death-rate to be specially noticed), 1t. No  poor-houses  were
oprned.

p PP— 12 No miscellaneous forms
Miscellaneous forms relief, such as spinoing and weaviog 3 rted.
Disposal of products of such labour, of relief were start

13. The health of the labourers was generally good, and there was no rise in the
death-rate. There was an out-

»
Health of the affected tract - death-rate, break of cholera in the ﬂ.dioiniﬂg

villages about July and August owing to the foul water pcople were drinking, but the

outbreak confined itself to the villages and did not appear on the works.
14. The expenditure incur-

Expenditure, red was as follows =~
Rs, A. P,
By Civil Officers e §2063 4 9
On Jalélpur canal . . 26592 2 9
Tml Ll 381655 7 6
15, There wete free sus-
Sdbponaions of sovenve, nsin’:;t of revepue granted se
ollows i=
Kbarif 1899

Rabi 1900



16, The following- amounts

Advances snd gifts to agricultarista were given to ag scultiriste a8
advances and giftse=-
Giftg—
Rs,
In May 1goo for bhdsa for cattle ... o ws 10,000
In August 1900 for cattle aila e - 00,000
Advances—=
For seed for rabi 1900 ... 40,500
For cattle, July 1900, and for seed, July 1900 ... eee 1,00,000
For seed, October 1900 ... ver - 18,000
For cattle, October 1900 ... vee ose 7,000

17. Itis almost impossible to estimate the increase in debt and alienation due to
famine. It was a common com-
plaint for me to hear in the
district that money-lenders would not any longer lend money on land security for fear
of the operation ofsthe Punjab Land Alienation Act, but statistics which have been
gathered from time to time do not really bear out that contention, though they do show
that at one time there was a preference for sales compared with mortgages.

The figures below for 1898-09 and 1899-1900 show that there was a considerable
increase in both sales and mortgages :—

Increase of debt and alienation (very briefly).

1898-99. 1899-00,
r A N - \
Value. Value.
Rs, Rs.
Salcs we 2,333 675,642 3,030 ;24,763
Mortgages o e 2,484 5,%1,087 4,080  7,43.875%

Personally I am inclined to think that though the prospects of the new law may
tend to make the sfhukir rather more tight-fisted than he used to be, he has himseif
been affccted by famine in the same way as the zaminddr, and that since his realizations
must with the succession of bad harvests bave been poor, he has not had so much money
to lend out as formerly, -

18, As I have pointed out in paragraph 2 above the losses of stock have been very

o ' heavy, and it is difficult to see how

disl::?l’s:::!cge:?;k. (The possibility of importing fodder may be . could have been prevented.

The means of communication into

the middle of the district are very poor, and when bhisa was selling at a maund and over

‘0 the rupee in Jhelum it was fetching two rupees a maund at Chakwil. Opening up

the Talagang Tahsil by a good road from Talagang to Injara would be of great use.

Fodder can be imported, and in fact when a grant of Rs. 10,000 was made to the district

irom the Charitabfc Relief Fund for the purchase of bhisa the whole of this money was

spent in buying bhidsa and getting it conveyed out to the tahsils, The cost incurred in
carriage and waste was, however, very heavy,

19. The three months of December 1899 and January and February 1goo saw a
_ great outbreak of crime. Thirty
Cxiames cases of dacoity were reported -in
these three months ; whereas during the preceding year there had only been one such case,
[t is not possible to account for this merely as due to the influence of famine, as many of
the perpetrators were fairly well off. It was, 1 believe, due to a great extent to the
influence of one Karimén of the RAwalpindi District, who with his associates committed
one of the early dacoities in this district and defied capture for some time, The outbreak
of crime collapsed as quickly as it began,

-30. During July, August and September of the present year there bave been
Effect of the famine on the people, demoralization or power P]ﬂﬂt’f'ﬂ! rains, and sowings have
of resistance shown by them, and the political effect of relief been will above the average. The
mentures, excessive rain in September and
the delay of the rairs in July have to a great extent spoilt what would otherwise have been
a bumper harvest ; but the area sown and the area prepared for the rabi sowings have clearly
shown how well prepared the-dpaople are to endeavour to retrieve the losses of the late
harveats. Throughout thejr distress they have shown great patience, only clamouring for
help when the rains came, and it was important that relie in the way of advance far
grain should be quickly, distributed.
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21. The prospects for the rabi are at present ver{ and provided there s
Poreoust of future of the district, the amount due to Govern- 8 little rain about the end of
tent as tevenus and advances, and the period within which it can December there should be no need
be recovaced. for anxiety. The total amount due
to Government on account of

arrears is as follows t=—

Rs.
Revenue P we 5,069,854
Advances - Py we 84,101

. A great part of this will probably be realized in April 1gor, but I do not think we
can in any way expect to realize the whole till a year later,

22. The works iu this district were not of any great size and call for no patticular
- " comment. Mr. Yeoman, Public¢
stices of elioncs, Works Department, was in charge
of the works on the Jallpur Canal, and was indefatiguable in his exertions to personally
supervise all that was going on. R&m Tikéya, the Hospital Assistant on the works, had
very trying and hard work which he did without complaining, and he did particularly good
work when cholera broke out in the villages near the works, walking from village to
village and treating all he could. Other officers who, I think, did particularly good work
are Pandit Sri Kishen, tahsildar, Chakw4l, who worked hard to derive the maximum of
benefit for his tahsil from the allowances granted to him for bhusa, cattle and sced,
C{h;udlhn Sultdn Ahmed, Tahsildir of Pind Diddan Khan, and * Nawib Khén, Tahsfldér
of JThelum,

E. A, ESTCOURT,
The 19ti October 1900. Deputy Commissioncr, Fhelum,

Punjab Government Press, Latine ~11-13-1900-310,



