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JI,,,,tI, s"fJ'llJi"c 'IIa/"" ()f 1J)()1'k tlD"t oy tn' F.""',,, 1''''''''''1 .,.,'U,,, lad /1'1. tl' A,.tl 

33-'am;", Rlliif Work. tD Iltat of 49-Capitc, ,k,I •• C"".l Worh, 
/Dr tlu yeti' 1899-00. 

R .. A. P. 

J,6<)1 Chains d!gbelling and jungle 'clearance @ Re, 1-4-0 
per chain ••• .,. ... ••• 2,u6 0 0 

',043'78 Chains dagbelling and jungle clearance @ Re, 1·8-0 
per chain h. ••• ... ... 1,565 0 0 

1,691 Chains construction of boundary roads @ Re,o·8-o 
per chain •. , .. I '" ... 846 0 0 

r ,04 '3'78 Chains construction of boundary roads @ Re, 0-4-0 
per chain ,.. ... ,.. ... 261 0 0 

34 Miles root clearance (a1 Rs, .5 per mile ... 
21 ditto ditto 

• 11,086,685 Cubic f.:et earthwork @ Rq. 2-10-0 pl'r 1,000 
cubic- feet .... 

• 
14,522,960 Cubic feet earthwork ~ Re;. 2-12-0 per .,000 

cubic feet 
'. 

2,884,c/75 Cubic feet earthwork @ Rs. 2·8'0 per .,000 
• cubiC feet 

• Cost of establishment (subsequently written back) ... 

Total 

Total e>..pcnditurc for the year 

Written back to Canal Works 

8so 0 0 

525 0 0 

14 0 0 

85,055 2 0 

1,86,'44 0 0 

85,055 0 0 

Net amount charg('d to Famine ... ... 1,01,189 0 0 



[ See Head 14. ) 

Statement ,no'lll;n: Famine Relief Works carried ou! in tlte S Ilahpur D£strict during the year 1900-01 up to the tnd (If 'June 1900 60th under 'he charges of 
Civil Department and Public Works Departm ::n!, prepared i1l accordance with Section 152, Punjab Famine Code. 
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Ma j 0 r ! ElC C a v a- t 
Work. i lion 0 { 

branche~ 

. 1 Jbelum Canal ... 

. SHAHPUR DISTRICT: } 

Tht 15th Nove","er 1900. 

(tt}9.8l6 

I 
'l t3 '1 

per 1.000 
cubic feet. 

3453.200 

>.. 
..!! 
:; 
o 

~ 
1 

RBMARr.S. 

(Here state the 
extent to which the 
works are of perma

nent nature and 
of distinct public 

utility or of 
temporary ,value 

and doubtful 
public utility.) 

2 1'3 1: 2 to 9' 
per J.<'OO 'I' per '.000 
cubic feet. cubic feet . 

C. L. DUNDAS, 

Deputy Co",missitJNe,.. 

.... 
0\ 



Jlnnfl. ,UflJu.g '(Ja/u, ,/ flJDr/t unl iJ7 tA, FII"dlll /dou",,' 'u""'''C 1900-01 ""d DIA,,. 
en.r"s _ntten h.d fro". th, Im.d 33-Fa"un, R'litf JVorks to that of 
1t9-Capita/, 1ltetu", CIIII,,1 Works, i" tM "eeo""t, !Dr 'hi "ar 19°0-01. 

Rs. A. P. 

1,23',111 Cubic feet cartbworJ,. @ Rs. ~HO-O per 1,000 
cubic feet ... ••• ••• J 8)984 4 5 

9,719,499 Cubic feet earthwork @ Rs. 2-12-0 per 1,000 
cubic feet ... ••• ••• J6,7~8 10 0 

1,873,457 Cubic feet earthwork @ B.s. 2-ll-O per 1,000 

cubic feel ... ... ••• 4,"33 10 J 

Baskets and other materials 

Tool!; and Plant, normal cost of 

Total 

Tot.\l ('xpenditure for the yCJ.t 

Written ba<.k to Cdnal Works ... 

N< t amount charged to Fanllne 

Add net amount charged to FJ.mmc on J.c(,ount 
• 1899-00 

• 

... 

.J6 

of' 
.... 

79 0 0 

6,847 0 0 

57,072 8 8 

--
73,(i35 0 ° 
57,°12 .0 0 

• 
16)563 0 () 

1,01, 189 a 0 

. --
"'olal charged to F.lmint" a ... chanty from Government 1,17,752 -0 0 

It IS further eshmated that sornt" five thousand rupC'es would hert"after be ohtain( d 
uy sale of old !>ton's and matertals belongIng to F.lmlnf' during tht- current JCd.rl and the 
sale proceeds Will albO bc wnttcn back from Famine to Canal Worlts. 
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[ Set Head 16. 1 

Months. 

Bkcl'a. 

Chcnab S('pte~ber 1900 

Bdf '" Tuly 1900 

. \ 

" 

I Sh a 1I1'1I 1 

I 

• { July 1900 .. ~ 
Bar , .. 

... S('[lkmbrr 1000 ... 1 

r o etoher IS!},) ,,\ . . f I 
Ara • ~ July 1900 .... ! 

I 
l ,septC'mbcf '900 .. 

1\ /11\ ",Il 
j 
I 

. 
I 

ThaI '" ... July 1900 ... 
rl M,ty 1900 ... 

MoMr ... '''1.1 July 19
00 . .. 

November 1900 ... 
( May Igoo ... 
I 

Hilla ... '''i July 1900 ... 
l October 1900 ... 

Total ... 
, , . 

Loans. 

Rs. 

19,500 

11,000 

2990 

Gno 

4 f')oO 

6!~0() 

700 

4,500 

10,61 5 

7,865 

5,000 

10,540 

3,460 

5,000 

9 2 ,110 

Famine 
Fond. 

Total. 

----
R!>. Rs. 

12,040 31,540 

7,300 18,300 

I 
2,800 ! l 
1.40 0 I j 7,79° 

.,. 1 
4,200 r 15,(ioo 

300 j 

5,500 10,000 

5,080 1 5,460 34,0:il0 
I 

, .. J 
5,460 ") 

} 1,040 25,500 

... 

-
5°,580 1,42,150 

, 



1899 

i900 

1ST QUARTER. 

NAMI OF YEAR. 

rSe~ Head 19.J 

Ccmparnft've Statemenf of ~,i11lt' . 

. ~ -

2ND QUAI-:TER. 3RD QUART E R. 
TOTAL THREB 

QUARTERS . 

. _-----. _ ._--- ----
i ; 

I 
! 1 

4TH QUARTER. 

REMARKS. 

Reported. Admitted. Reported. ~\t.lmittcd. Repor te ,l. i Admitted . 
R,portedol Admittedol Repoded./ AdmUt,do : _____ -

SHAHPUR DISTRICT: 
~ 

Til IstA NtreemlJer 19oo. 

; . 
. -. --:-------- ;------. 

198 I J 7' 2 4!') 195 23 5 

•

65

1 
229 -7° : to . .; 194 

• 

19 1 

.. I 
i • 

18, : 
• 

i 
! 

673
1 
; 
I 

I 
1 

62~1 
i 

I , 

557 263 

569 

13:1 

------------~------ ... ... -.- --.. -------'--------'------'-----~-----

} C. L. DUNDAS, 

Depllty Commisswner. 

-~ 
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C(}nlolidated Statement if Pamin, Expenditure in/he SAd""" 

__ '=::::m::========;:=====::;:::::======-:Z:==-==-

f 
I.-TEST AND Rnu' Wous. I 

"0 ";0 0 goo .. z .... 
8"0 C a 

...., 

15 ~ .. ;> .. ...:. 8~ .. 
'Il .. Q\ th Q.I 

A .... a 
MONTH. .. . ......0 "0 '" ... 0 D'J.! ~ .c: 

.>4 ""z B8 r.) ... c .. 
~ e e e~ vi ... 

.Bls '" ... 01> 
0'0 .:: "0 

,~ 8~ ~ ~ J:l 
_'-01> ~ .. s= :;:I 
,J:l C '0 
&:! ~ 's .~ .. 

J:! 
It> 

{.)"O u 01> 

... 8~ ... ~ . .... ~ 0 "ii 
C1>1f.l 411 fit '0: S ~ ";: ~0't5 15 ..... 

~ 
C 

C P P 0 ...... 

I. -GUTVIfous 

---
3 4 5 7 ___ --------1'----;,----]1---------,---

• Rt.," Rs. 

December 1899' ... ... 27.933 607 
• 

January 1900 ... 17,768 ... 
February 1900 .. ... 

" 20,707 ... 

.~ .. 'f 42,298 I J ~ ~Iarch IgoO 
. ... 

+ II. 

R:s, Rs. 

28,540 1,923 

170768 1,305 

20,707 781 I 
43.298 } I 

522 

+ II4 I 
-

Rs . 

... 

. .. 

. .. i 
I 

... 

--

• 

• 

Rs. 

158 

395 

• • 
195 

-
Total for the financial, __ I,_08_,_82_0_; ___ 607 !_1,o9,4 27 t __ --, 

year 1899-00. ,_ 

I 

4,530 '" 9ao 

• -. 
April 1900 

• ... 

... 
June 1900 ... 

July 1900 

August 1900 

September 1900 .,. 

October 1900 _ 

Total for the financial 
year 1900-01. 

GIl.AND TOTAL 

SHAHPUR: ) 

TlIA lItiA NDfJl!fII./)er 1000. r 

35.5 29 

32,536 

10,376 

... 

..... -; ... ·e. 
.•. j 

601 ) 

388 

370 

263 

... 

-:; ....... . , . .. . .. 
58,.41 1,031 -

1,67,868 
(c) 
5,55 1 

,., 128 

... " 156 

. .. I 131 

~ .. . .. 

... 

-0 . .. 
..... I ... 

'--:-1 
... 

p 

.15 

... I 1,335 

(a) Additions _de 'Didl'this office No.IIS4. ,dated loth September, 
(b) Denote Bums charged and aobsequently refunde4. 
(#) hlCiuc\es &Ilowallces paid to lick perSOllI. 
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• D,'sldel fir' t lit flhDle pel't'~ ()f scare;'? tlUy;"g 18~.oo. 
; _ ... =: -- -

Rnm. .. DIST1UIIUTION 01' AIiOUft .. IN COt.tI1lN 1 S • 
~ IV.-Mls-

lII.-Es- ~ -.. . C'ELLANE-

-;~ TABLISH- ous. NOT 
.. .. 

~~ ONT. NOT lNCLtlDED 0 
INCLUDEll IN .. 

~ ... IN PIUtvlOUS .. 
e" . 0- COLUlI(/IoS COLlilIINS 

.. 
a~~ 

a 
0 

3, 3 AMD (COLUIilNS 9 0;" -V\ 9 (COLUMN 9. IS AND .... 1n0 .. "0 g .. :z; a 17 or FAll' 28 OF '" 
~ 9 nnt FOIl1l FAIUlUl -or,c EI 0 

No. '9). FOI.Il ~ c ..... 
4) '8 4>a~ a No. 39). .CIa 
~ - £-0 

~"4) 0 
:;'0 .9 1 ] v 
~a .~ 

oS .... 
f-< (;) ,.,:; 

~. >0_ 

-
8 II 1:1 13 -- - -. • 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Ra .. 

... 968 3,048 61 5 ,( 754 33.957 . 
34,1;6 i ... J,755 4,455 933 97° 

... 
• .63 1,318 510 781 23.316 

• • 34,158 77,·80 f 33,Ul 703 ].'ill 

• ... • + 9,313 + 9,3 12 + J,538 + 20.680 + 3J,644 

... 46,74 [ 5',19 1 4. 298 23.3°7 -;:s;,U3,\ --
{ 574 

J ... . .. 516 624 (6) .6.724 
- 519 

y. 
536 130 404 33.596 ... ... • f' 2.062 1 .. ' 9,09* 9,4S6 40579 (6) 25,746 

- 757 

t J6.837 1 ... ... . .. ... (6) \ 15,964 
- ~13 

f 4 'J . - (h) - 345 ... ... .. . .. 
- 349 

f 14 }- 5,689 (&) , .. 

I 
. - ... ... 

- 5,70 3 
... -- ... ... ... . .. . .. --- I 9,091 10,528 5,333 11,694 85.996 --
.•. I 55,833 63,,19 9,63 1 I 35,oor I,7s,n9 

I 
• • 

'900, to the COIllQail.rollOl", RAwalplDdl DI,ilioo. 

, 
.g .,; 

"0 wi a 
Q "0 P 

~ 
r::z sa. 
~ f 1 :i :; .. 'a 8. 

.§ CI 
Q )1 

14 15 16 --
Ra. R •. R •• 

0 

• 32,3 11 645 ... 
24.136 ... . .. 
23.316 ... I .. . 

. 
77,280 1 
(a) .•. '" 

+ 31.644 1 

1,88,578\ 645 . .. 
-• 

26.714 , .. ... 

23.596 
. , ... .e • 

'5,746 ... "0 

15,964 . .. . .. 

- 345 ... .. . 

- 5,689 
. . .. ... 

. . " ... ... . .. -
85,996 ... ... -

',74,514 645 ... 
! 

c. r! DUNDAS,· 

D,PId, CommislilfU'. 



Pi11a1 Report OD Famine Relief Operation a, Shahpur Diltrictt during 
the "ears 1899-00 and 1900-01. 

CHAPTER I. 
. J. This report is divided into two main heads, 'l)i6, , "Famine Relief 

Works" and" Test Works." The former is dealt with in this chapter. 

FAMINE RELIEF WORKS. 

2. Only people from the Hissar Oistrict were: employed on the U Famine 
HI Head Relief Works." The work consisted of the ex-

aat 7· cavation of the Northern and Southern Branches 
and the Feeder RAjbaha of the Jhelum Canal. 

3- Early in October 1899 information was received by the Executive 

H ' H d Engineer, II Division, Jhelum Canal. that th" 
.... r ea 7, h k f h' 0··'· L .. d b f ean wor 0 IS lVlSlon was to 1.10 one y a· 

Arrang.mentt for begh'''ing Wlotk b, mine labour and at once he made all necea. 
the Calla! Department. , • • 

sary preparatlOns for starting the work. The 
jungle was cleared along the three channels and the b~ width! marked out 
with lockspits. So that no delay should occur in gettmg the people to work 
after their arrival at the camps. 

4. In all 11,029 units, including non-\'C"orking cj1ildren and dependents, 
were sent to Bhera by the Deputy Commissioner 
of Hissar under the direct charge of Mr. B, N. 

Hlssar Head '}. 

OArrj,Yal o~the labourtrs from HlUlr, Bosworth-Smith, Assistant Commis'iioner. The 
people were conveyed in seven special trains, the first of whrch arrived at Bhera 
on the 14th November and the last ~n the 20th of the same month. 

Close to the railway station at Bhera a rest camp consisting of 250 grass 
huts had been provided. The trains generally arrived in the forenoon, and on 
Jeaving the trains the coolies were marched direct to the rest camp, where 
both food and water h~1d been provided in the neighbourhood. The coolies were 
allowed to rest here till the next morning. ~ They were then °m:lrched off to their 
respective camps under the charge of the Sub· Overseers and Mistrfs. As there 
were a good number of cripples and very old people, a few camels were supplied 
for each train-load to convey them to their camps. Most of these camels were 
supplied by one of the local Honorary Magistrates at his own cost. 

S. The Jhelum Canal at R. D. 196,000 trifurcates into 1st Northern 
Location of ca.mp,on the JhelulIl Branch. 2nd Southern Branch, and 3rd Fe~der 

CanaL RA jbaha. 

This point is close to a village caned Faqiricin and is about 15 miles from 
Bhera. The camps were arran,t!ed along the Northern and Southern Branches at 
a distance of two miles apart. The average distance of the camps on the 
Northern Branch (rom Bhera was about 13 miles. On the Southern Branch 
C,mp No. I was 15 miles from Bhera, and each subsequent camp two miles further 
on. The further camps were reached in two marches, the people resting at Camp 
No. I for the night, where there was an ample supply ~ffood and water. In all 

. nine campa on the Northern Branch and seven on the Southern Branch were 
octupied. On the former Camps IV and V were soon vacated and the people 
were &enton to Camp" Nos. VI and VII. f 

On an average 690 units were sent to each camp, though some had con .. 
siderablymore than this number to begin with, it being impossible to separate 
people who came from the same neighbourhood. 

6. E~ camp consisted of 60 grass huts) for • the coolies, ~. for the 
baniats shop. \ for tools and bUkets •. and 

a'-.r Haa ,. 3 extra huts for sick· people wham it wouldpe 
,...,.tiolliOf tbe campi. advisable to isolate at ~somed&tancefy;()tfl the 

.••. m.Il1.·uca. m. np .•. Eachh.ut was 121 feet.in. l.eu~h,. and the"lopiog.Sid~. w.ere...ea. ch 
8. feet. , Tbeback of the but was c\osedin wIth ~.tfiangutar piece of tbeUnte 



material. The "'front or door was made like the back of the hut, but could 
be put up or taken down at will by the inmates. The camps were fiXled as 
dose u possible to the site O'f the work and each was laid out a9 a rectangle. 
There were two main streets 50 feet wide crossing each other at right angles 
in the centre of the camp. The width of the camp was further divided up 
by two other streets, 20 feet wide, one on either side of the main street. The 
buts were 12 feet apart and 5 feet from the edge of the roads. All cooking had 
to be done outside. 

Each hut was intended to hold 10 units, but owing to caste prejudices 
there was a good de:!} of difficulty over this. 

7. As the camps were in most cases far away from villages, the Deputy 
Commissioner of Shahpur arranged to provide a 

Hlssar Hpad 9. bania's shop at each camp. The price::s of the 
Food .llppb.l. food stuffs were fixed each week by the Tab-

sHdar of Bhera, and a copy of the prices 
in the vernacular was hung up at each shop cloor. The rates were fixed 
somewhat higher than those prevailing at Bhera in order to recompense the 
men for carrying their gram, 8tc., to the camps. These men did not enjoy the 
monopoly of providing the camps.with food for very long; attracted by the 
steady sale other banla' opened out shop9 in the vicinity of the camps; and 
owing to the competition' the prices very soon came down to the same level as 
those prevailing at :ehera or Shah pur. No restriction was impo ... ed on the 
coolies buying proviSIOns. from anyone. Chaukld!i.rs were employed to guard 
each shop, but those \tere very !loon dismissed as they were considered unneces
sary. • 

• 
8. A weU was provided at each camp for drinking wkter; «-herever 

• possible the ex~ting village wells were utilized 
for thiS purpose, but in mo.,t cases, especially 
along the Northern Branch, new katcha wens had 
to be excavated. 

Hissar Head 9 

Water.supply. 

The wells were ~bout 300 yards from the camps and on the opposite side 
to the latrines. The tiepth to water surface averaged about 65 feet. 

On the Northern Branch nearly all the water was brackish. At the 
vtlla.ge wells alluded to t he wa~er was raised by means of a Persian wheel, 
while at the katch3. wells buckets and ropes were used {or this purpose, worked by 
either a camel or a pair of bullocks. 

At first Rs. 50 a month was paid for working each well, but this was 
subt,equently reduced LO Rs. 30. 

Two pacca masonry tanks were built at each well for drinking purposes 
(size 5' X 5' X '4), one for Muhammadans and the other for Hindus. The water 
reached these tanks, through a pacca drain from the well. After the Sanitary 
Commio;sioner had visited the camps early in December the wells and tanks were 
provided with wooden lids at his suggestIOn and kept locked at night to prevent 
the water being polluttd. The tan.ks were provided with taps and the water 
was drawn off by means of these; no one was allowed to dip his vessel into the 
tanks. The tops of the wells were slightly raised above the natural surface of 
the ground to. prevent drainage water flowmg into it. A separate shallow ta'lk 
at some distance from the olhers was also provided ,(or washing purposes. One 
special chaukidar was appointed at each well to guard the water-supply and to 
see that aU orders in connection with it wer~ carried oOlt. Though expensive tbis 
system had to be ado-pted owing to the outbreak of cholera in the early stew! 
of the famine operations. 

Q. Separate laaints for men and WO~I w«e' provivled at each 
Hlftar Held 7· caUl,p aham 300 yards away and on the opposite 
C:O"iet'f&II'e'J anal'lpfilen" side to the well. The latrines consisted of 

trenches I I' X I" and welle screeMd rby mats. Two swt'epers were 'appointf!d 'for 
each cam, from among the Hissaris, ,the Ja"-dlir being held respoMibie _ 
they'did theit' work. Tht:< lahsrIdbs in charge oj tbo CMnpI baal strlet ord ... · 
to punish by fiocs all breaches of 'aanitary rules . .. 
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Arr.fige.'\1ettt! fOr disposing of the dead were ats& ntatt~. A!'site Will 
fi~ on, and sij( gra'fes at each camp w~re always kept ready. while for Hindd.s 
theft! was ample fuel in the neighbourhoGd of evety camp. This burial ground 
wU \500 ,.ards from the camp. 

10. The only serious epidemic which visited the can1ps was an outbreak 
Dln__ aad AAitary me&1III'tS of cholera. The day after the coolies reached 

adopted. Camp No, V on the Northern Branch I went to 
put them on to their work and found a good number ill and a few had died 
during the night. The Civil Surgeon, who was out here on tour that day, was 
asked by me to visit this camp, and the same e'leq,ing he sent me a letter say
ing he suspected it was cholera, and was going to Shahpur at once to !lend odt 
medicines and medical aid. This W(lS on the 25th Novemher. At this time 
there was only one Hospital A<;sistant in charge of all the camps, stretching over 
a distance of 32 miles. On recdving the Civil Surgeon's note I ordered the 
Hospital Assistant to go at once to Camp No. V, and sent his box of medIcines 
with him on a swAri camel Th~ next morning he reported that the disease was 
unmistakeably cholera, and that Ccimp No. lV had also been attacked. The same 
day reports came in that cholera hld als") broken out in Campi IV and V of the 
Southern Branch. Mr. Bosworth·Smith, Assi~tant Commi'lsioner, at oroce 
decided to remove th~ healthy people from Camps IV 8-nd V, North Branch, 
to camps further down the line, and they were eventuall:r relnt>ved to Camps VI 
and VII. 

Unfortunately the di.sease spread very r:tpidly, ao'd t,,'o new camps, V(n 
and IX, were attacked simultaneou<;ly. The inmate'l of tke5e had arrived after 
the.outbreak had occurred in Camps Nos. IV and V. Mr. Bosw,)rth·~mit h 
remti)vea his tents to Bhulwal to be near the cholera camps, and did all he coul d 
to cheer the people and prevent t,hem running away. 11'1 spite of all the efforts 
made, a very large number of people ran away from O'1e camp to anoth~r, and 
some of these deserted altogether and did not come back. 

Medical aid be~ao now to arrive, and the strength of the Mt·dical staff 
was raised to one A'Ssiitant SLlr~e')n, six H'Hpital AS'list,anls and four Com
pounders. The Civil Surgeon himself stayt::d out hert! during the wor'lt 0( the 
outbreak and worked very hard. 

The chief measures adopted to~heck the spread of the dise.1.'1e were 
isolating the sick and protecting the water-supply, Where the wells were con
taminated the water for drinking purpo<;e'l was brought from other wdls on 
canals and permangJRate of pota~h was Ilberatly u!ed. 

The sick were given specia.l food, and a large number of goats were 
provided for this purpuse and put in cha.rge of the Hospital Atlistant of eacb l 

camp. 

The epidemic lasted from 25th November tilt 8th January i in ali abnut 
~I 'person~ died in the nifferent camp'! during this tim!!. !'he number of those 
that died in 'the jungle will never be allcertained, as their bodies were very loon 
~isposed of by vultures and jackals .• That ~ large s:sumber did die in the janglo 
IS I think proved by the fact of mne bodies havmg bet-n discovered by the 
~t officers in charge heTe, and in one case a man who ran away from 
Camp No. IX in company with eight oth~1 retu~ af~er a few days with a 
ad tale to the effect that he has lust aU hIS C()l&'pantOni m a few days, and it 
seemed hopeless for him to try and escape the disease- so he came back. 

When the eJlldemic was at its height the greatest difficulty was ex· 
perienced in di-sposing of the- dead, even sweepers refujin3 to touch the bodies • 
• 1tho~b very liberal payments were offer~4r. To anyone who didiOOt see the 
~!N'5 at their worst It would be impossible4'io convey any ~dea of ttOsble and 
dUticulti..cs experienced by those in charge. 



Colonel Montgomery, the Commitsioner and Superintendsnt of the 
RAwalpindi Division, visited aU the ch"lera camps, and it was only due to hi. 
being on the spot and promising higher rates for earthwork than the people were 
getting at thl'" time that we managed to keep them together, and but very lew 
deserted after hi!t visit. 

To help in disposing of the dead a special constable was at last appointed 
at each camp, as, unless carefully sl,lpervised, the bodies were either buried in 
shallow trenches where the jackals devoured them at night or left only half burnt 
on the funeral pyres. 

Every dlort was made $0 overcome the difficulties and to enforce ~anitary 
measures in checking the disease. • , 

Blankets and clothing to the value of Rs 4,500 wert" provided and ~erved 
out to the sick and needy. Gratuitous relief was also given to the orphans and 
those unable to work. 

As each camp was free from choll!ra the clothing of those who had been 
sick was washed under the supervision of the Assistant Surgeon. 

The Sanitary Commissioner vi-;ited the camps on the 15th Dec,ember 
and expre'ised himself satisfied with what had beer. done, and all his suggestions 
were promptly carried ~t. • 

When the cholera' disappeared the Medical staff was reduced to one 
Assistant Surgeon, Oie Hospital Assistant and one Compounder .• 

The subordinates who did well were given sanads and money rewards. " 
No other diseasl> ,\ nrlh recorci occulit!d. 

Accidents by fire.. I J. No accidents by firf' were rep~tcd. 
• 

12. The relief operations were first in .::harge of Mr. Bosworth-Smith, 
the Public Works Department officials only 
making th~ hills and measurements. This dual 

control was considered wao:;te of power .md necessitated the up' kf'ep of a larger 
staff than was actually necessary, so it "as decided to put the relief works 
under the charge of tb~ Canal Engineer on the spot. This was eventually 
done, and the Keith Tahsfldars who made the payments were put under his 
orders. 

tdanall,meRt of the IfOhof wo·k •• 

The Nc1ib Tahslldars in charge of the camps had to distribute the luges 
and gratuitous relief, enqUire IOta complafnts, and to generally look after and 
control everyone in their camps. 

J 3. For the first fortnight the people were paid on muster rolls, the 
daily wages being paid in accordanc~ with the 
Famine Code. It was clearly imoressed nn them 

\hat theS'e payments were tl'erely advances and would be deducted when their 
work was measured up and paid for. 

Wage •. 

On measuring up the work it was found that barely 10 per cent. of the coolies 
had done enough work to cover \he money advanceJ them on the muster roUs. 
This was not entirely due to laziness j a very great proportion of the people were 
emaciated and could not do a full day's task, and the laits fixed by the Chief 
Engineer wefe too low for people weakened by fclmine. 

Colonel Montgomery when visiting thf" C:1mps at the end of November 
v:ent thoToughly into the question of rates and recommended that the rates to be 
paid on the Northern Branch should be-

Excavation down to :a' Re. 0-5-0 per hundred cubic feet. 
Excavation down from iii' to 4' Re. 0-6-0 per hundred cubic feet. 

III Excavation dowp below 4' Re. 0-,-0 per hundred cubic feet. 
For tbe Soathern Branch he recommended that thC$e fates should in e .. , cue 
be increased by (ln~ anna on account of elttra lead and tift. as all the earth that 
went in\p spoil wasilto be deposited on the left side only. This was done at a 
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time wbert t1ll clio'" ". ratagin, both the Northern and Sbatbem Stanches 
lad peop" were NnmJl& away in (reat numbera. Thh or_ .med to p\lt nn 
• into the WorHrl and induced them to ,tay an the works. 

~ These rates temained in force tID Mireh, wben, redu~ion of & .. U anb' 
,.. humirrd cubic: fettt Wat made. aJld apin in April another reduction of faalf anna 
... made. 

The people fast improved in condition, and each mont!! the amnUt'lt of 
..ork done steadily increased. Although a reduction of one anna per hundred cubic 
filet waf made by the end of March the people earned practicall, the am. 
amount of money as they did in February. .-

The people had come here "ith the idea that they were to be paid some
thing o'W' and above the usual famine wages, and in thIS they were not disap
pcnnted, lhe piece work rates were liberal, and most of the coolies must have 
laved a little money before they returned home. 

The money was disbursed by the N~lb Tahslldars in eftarge of the camps. 
The measurements and bills were made out by the subordinates once" week and 
handed over to the Naib TahsndMs for paYli~nt. 

The officer in chargf constantly helped in the payments and checked the 
measurements of the subordinates from time to time. All workers were expectecf 
10 support every member of their families, and gratuitou1 relief was only Jiven 
after Ii very searching enquiry and the officer in charge. was thoroughl}' ,ausSed 
fh*t the person was unable to work and han no one to support h}m The aver
age daily \'Iages earned vatied from :at annas to 3 annllS. -As the workers Ila4 
to suppor.t the non-working members of their familie~, it was a distinct saving 
to Government to work on this system. • 

• • AppendiX No J of this report .~es the daily average number of each 
elass of the working units ard the wages earned by them in t!ach month. . ~ 

tvf ates were selectt'd from among the labourers to look after the gangs, 
to help in making mea~urement::. and t nfoTcing orders These m~tes were paid 
,t annas a day and their gangs varied from 50 to 100 units. During their leisure 
hours they were al1Q\\ed to WoJrk as dIggers. and were paId for this itt the usual 
rates. • 

Kas3ies and baskets were supplied to aU the workers (re& of cost. 

When the eoolies first arrived one digger and two carriers could baret, 
do 100 cubIC feet, but later on as they' improved in condition the average out
kim "'as about J 50 cubic feet per day. 

14. Gratuitous relief was given to non-workers and dependent&:, both an 
G' I I the different camps and in the poor-house. Thi. 

n.
bJ1toutN·· poor-house was centrally situated and consisted of !I, grass huts placed side by side in a circle, the whole being enclosed by • 

ace of thorns. 

In the camps gratuitous relief was given by means of cash payments, t'ftd 
amount for each class being the minimum wages as laid down in the Famine
Co.e. In a few cases where the workers owing to weakness were unable to earn 
even the minimulD fa~e wage their rates. for tuk wlo)l'k were slightly railed, 

. The average daily wages thus paid as gratuitous relief faried from three. 
foun1ls of an anna to one anna per head. 

Appendix II of thi& report gives the daily a_. number of units 
cratwtouSly reIie?ed and the to~J wages paid to them each monttt. 

Seine of the sick were also gratuitously refie'fed, either b, hem" pen J\lcmer. or .. ben etpee$l1y reeotl\tnlmded by the Assistant Surgeon by"1ritaris 
of ratiOns. this t .. t fla. only done w~ the I," pet_ w" tOOc if to prepare au or her Otnl food or wben _peePt diet "as neceslatJ .. 



The poor.hou!e was o~ed on the 16th December 11199; it was 
.,itaated Mar the vi1lage of Dhon about 1 bree milt •• rom Faq inan. Orf-hatts an4 
those too old or unable to work who had no near relative in any of the camps., .. 
the only people admitted into the poor-house. .. 

The \\ater-!upply was obtained from the village wen, which was about 
SOO yards away, and the owner wa .. paid Rs. 10 a month for raising all the water 
needed for the poor· house establishment. . 

The poor~h('luse was placed in charge of Malik Fateh Muhammad KhAn, 
NAib TahsfJdar, in addition to his other duties. He had under him the followin, 
establishment :- • 

I Superintendent @ Rs. 5 per month. 

I Cook @ " 4" " 
I ChaukfdAr @ " ~ II II 

r Sweeper @ Re. I" " 

These men were also given food in addition to their wages. 

The kitchen was on the nortff side of the poor,house, cooking vessel, 
were purchased in Bhera, and food supplies were arranged for by the NAib 
TahsildAr. Twice daily J:he inmate~ \I ere given their meals, once at 9'30 in the 
morning and again just before dark. The food consis'ed of wheat bread and 
vegetables or d~1 alternately Adults were given J 1 chataks and minors 6 chatAk. 
da\ly. Special diet w,s given to those recommt'ndcd for it by the As<;istant 
Surgeon. 

Malik Fatt:h MuhQmmad Khan maue Ilimself very popular \\ith the children; 
he instituted a kind 0· hockey for lhC'ir amu~e\llent in \\ hlch he also u'>ed .to 
join Nearly all the~e chlldrf'n had loft their parents during the cflolera 
epidemic. " •. 

For the first three weeks after the poor-house was opened the numbers 
fed daily were 1)6, IOI:! and 106 respectlvdy. From time to tant! the inmates 
were inspectrd, alld those whose health had returlled were sent back to work in 
one or other of the cr.lmp~. 1 he number.:; gradually wt:re thus reduced, and at 
the close of the famme -works only 59 units rl:'mained in the poor-house. Of 
these ~4 were mtn, 16 women and 19 children 

A list of the orphans was sent to the Deputy Commis~ioner of Hisstf.t 
to find out whf."ther thq had any relatives living in that district, and if so, 
were these relative.;; willing to adopt them. 01 course in some ca<;es enquiry was 
hopeless, as the children were too young to remember anythlO~ about their 
~eople or homes and no information could be obtained from them. 

Out of the 14 orphans mentioned in the list the relath'es , only 7 
wele discovered and these agreed to adopl the children. At the close of the 
famine operations here all the orphans were sent back to Hissar by rail on the 
7th June. 

The total amount of money spent on the maintenance of the poor-house 
was Rs 1,335-1-3. The details of thIS expenditure are given in Appendix No. 111. 
The average daily cost of food for the inmates was about ope anna per head. 

The poor-house was inspected by His Honor the Lieutenant .. Gov~l}or. 
who expressed himself as satisfied with aU he saw. 

One of the canal contractors, Dhari Mal. supplied all the inmates with 
shoes, and t he Assistant Surgeon supplied the ch!ldren with caps. 

I S. The prices of food stuffs have bet:n nearly stationarr the whole 
Ptk-. tiQle the Hissarfs worked in this distnct. 

Appe,ndix IV gives \be pricea of the 4ifferent kinds of {9od .tuff. to{.ac~ 
"",nt~. 
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,!'-Gnareedifferent oceasions a countwls mldeof all the Hissart. 
~ working on the Jbelum Canal. 

The first cen sus was taken on the =roth Dece.mDer 1899, the next on the 
IIOthFe.bruary, and the last on the lit April. The results are shown below 1-

Dall on 'IIIltich emS"J /Vum/J,,. of '",'6'., 
'llJIJS tak,". Oft thai (Jatl, 

floth December. ...... 7..3S6 
20th february..... on 6,180 
I st April ... 6,5'0 

'The first of these is not quite reliable. 

\~ I,. It is very unsatisfactory to note that the figures tor ;births and 
'.Irth' aDd deaths. deaths are in~omplete. The ,Civil Surgeon is 
; unable to help.ln the matter, as no figures were 

stnt to him lately. The registers kept by the officers in charge of the camps 
are with the Deputy Commissioner and the figures Cdn be taken from them. 

There was no serious epiamicafter the .cholera disappeared. A few 
eases of measles and small pox occurred, but by careful isolation the Assistant 
Surgeon suce:eeded in .stamping out these djseas~. • 
, On the works 1'10 person died of starvation, and. only one accidental 

death occurred, when a woman fell down the well at ~amp No. V.' ' 

'The birth and death registers were kept by the pa.ying officer and were 
written up daily by the Camp M uharrir or Mistri. ' . . 

IS. At the commencement of the famine reHef operations in this 
Establ~.hm&t. district, one TabsHd4r, one- can.didate for an Extra 
'''Mallk Mubm;;:d Hay5.t Kbb. ~~n. AssisJant Commissionership and four N.1ib 

Hi, sen-ices were hcnrary, only travell. TahslLdars were deputed for the work. When the 
IDe allowance being drawn. cholera somewhat decreased the candidate for an 
Extra Assistant Commic;sionership was relieved of his duties, and as long as the 
operations were under the charge of Mr. Bosworth-Smith the following establish-
ment was kept up:- . ' 

I Clerk and Head Munshi @ Rs. 50 per mensem. 
I Head Cashier @ ,,~O " 

I Head Muharrir,~; @ Ii 15 tI 

S Cashiers @ "J6 " 
Ii Muharrirs @ "J' " 
'4 Chaukidars @ ,,7 " , 
.. S Ditto @ " 7 " 
16 Police CbaukrdArs @" 6 " ... OAk-runners @ ,. 7 " 3 Camel Sowars @ IJ 20 .. 

I Special ~n to carry medi-
cines for the Assistant 
Surgeon @ ,,1 " 

one for each camp. 
two for each shop. 
four {or each camp 

and well. 

The PubJie Works Department establishment at the same time conaiste4 . ...;... 

I Cletk@ RI. 'ster mensem. 

II Mistds @ It IS .' 
'4 MAtes @ n 8 " " 

":w::ea~; '':d:!d:s:~~=\~ tt:1a:a~~<;:'!lt~~t!:t.~·:t; 



• 
rtftctiora in the n umber of coolies so l~rge a .taff wu DO longer aecessaq. Witlt 
Uk. consent of the Depllty Commissioner the following reductions were ••• :-

II Camp Mubarrirs were dismissed ani their work made over to the 
Mlstrls. Only one Muharrir was kept on j, he being a Hilsari 
and having come from that district with a promise of service. 
was not dismissed. 

36 Well and camp chaukfc!Ars, were'dismissed. The wells. were pro!> 
vided with wooden lids and could be locked, so one man for
each well was. considered ample. 

I Cashier at Rs. J6 was dismissed, only one for each paying oBicer
being necessary. 

.. DAk-runners, were dismissed as the post could be carried by 'If 
existing c~nal dl'ak·runners. ' 

The Camel Sowan were not dismissed, but their pay was reduced from 
lb. !IO per llleniem to Rs. 10. 

As mentioned in a previous part of I*his report, there was one bania's. 
shop at each camp, anti to guard the supplies twochaukfdars were engaged 
for each shop. Very soon the Hissarfs found they could buy cheaper elsewhere" 
and the camp bania, lelt wheo they saw they no longer had the monopoly. 
As the chauk(dars wer~ then no longer necessary, they were dismissed a.s each; 
bania closed his shop. 

With the c6nsent of the Civil Surgeon of Shabpur 11 of the wen chauki·· 
dArs were also di5mis5~d in April. 

The Police cl13ukidars were also dispensed with i.n April.~ and the Hi ssaris: 
were told to arrange themselves for the prolPclion of their goods. ". 

The total expendit ure on acc:ou"t of work· charged establisbment 
amounted to Rs 1,,089"<>-7 for the whole period. 

The amount charged to establi'ihlOent was high, but as the work 
stretched over a It;~lh 01 32 miles and the prevalence of cholera during the
eather perio, s rnuch .\~co' OIllY could not b: pract ised. Every care was taken to. 
reduce the establi~hnlent to the lowest possible figure. 

19 TI-.e conduct of the establishment was exceptionally good: only 
Cale of fraud. . o~ ca~e of fraud was reported. A Muhamr' 

talti:ng advantag.'f his position informed all the 
coolies in one of the camps that he had been authorized to take down ,lie 
names of those deserving to get blankets, and for every name he put down 
he took sums of money varying from four annas to eight annas. These sums· 
were naturally only forthcoming from the better classes of the Hissar(s, and, 
wPten the blankets were distributed only the poorest people were glven thera. 
The subscribers demanded back their money from the Muharrir and eventually
reportt2d the matter. The man was tried by Mr. Bos.worth-Smith and 
sentenced to a term of intprisonlltent, but was acquitted 00 appeal. 

No separate a~counts were kept for November;. they were incorporated in 
AccOIants. December's accounts. 

Owing to the want of any definite orders on the subject of payments 
baving been issued, a certain amount of confusion reigned far the first few days. 
It was taken £Or granted al6.rst that all sums disbursed 00.' acCOUftt of' wag ... , 
gratuitous reuet and the establishmen\ eri;mloyed by the Civil Officers ... 
to be accounted for st'paratel.y by the Civil .. ' .•. epartmeD. t, and onty the amoo ... n. t8. 
t'xpended by the Public Works Officers dir . lor H Works" (cost of hutting. 
tools, work-charged establishment and water-supply) wee to ,be accounted for' 
by the Public Works Department. This system. of dual 8ceount&. remaioe4:in, 
practice till the~o~~ April, when the Ibaminer of Public W ..... Qrks ... Aec.OUl'1tl'. 
tukct that all !xpeaclitu.re whether mcwted tl\rOUCP ttlcCitil olicer., ot bJ 
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the Public ' Works Department ,directly was \tobe included in the aceounts' 
of the Public Works Departmentt Irrigation Brat1cb.Jn cnmpliance with this 
rutingaU ex.penditure was included in the · f'ubHc Works Department Accounts 
fr()~ .the. st May '900. ' 

" . Tbe cash for payments was drawn by means of cheques, issued by the 
Canal Officer, from the Bhera Sub-Treasury. The money WM escorted to 
FaqiriAnby , a Police guard and deposited in thetreasut'l chest there. 
One 'key of this ~sure c~est was kept by. the Canal Officer .aud the other 
bV the Head Cashter. ThIs treasure was In charge of aPohce guard con
sisting of a Sergeant and eight Constables. A cuh book for daily tran.sactions 
w.as kept by the Cashier. Whenever cash was required for layments the 
payin2 officer came to Faqiri.in and drew it and gave a printe band-r~ceipt 
to the Cashier for the amount dra1m. These receipts were to check the 
cash book kept by the Head Cashier and the expenditure ar.dbalances of the 
paying officers. The paying officers had . to submit a copy of · tbeir cash 
books with vouchers at the end of each week i all these were carefully checked 
in the office of the officer in charge. 

The bills were prepared by the Public Works Department subordil'lates 
on Form No: J 5 and were then handed over to the paying officer for disburse
ment. The'bill showed the man's name, the e.xact positiPn of his work,the 
quantity of work done, the rate and the amount to be paiq. 

When the wt)rk in any chain W4Sfinished, the total amoul'lt paid (or 
in that chain was checked with the estimated quantitr. a For this purpose 
separate ledgers were kept. The number of those given gratuitous relief 
was fixed for each camp j their names were entered in a rp.gister i payments were 
made.th,m once a week. 

All stationery was supplieu by the officer in charge to the paying 
officer, Muharrirs and Mistris. .. 

Disbursing officers were not allowed to pay miscellaneous items of more 
than Re. I without special sanction. 

The amounts due for hutting, water-supply, tools .and plant and other 
works were paid direct by the officer in charge. • 

According to the books of the Public Works Department the expendi. 
ture on famine relief works was Rs. ',43,066-15"9 and on test works 
Rs. 16,826'5-0, making a total orRs. 2,59,892-4'90 Of this sum, Rs. .,35, tIi7-10-8 
were written off to the capital sanctioned for the excavation of the Jhelum 
Canal, Il1?d the balance Rs .• ,24,7°5-10-1 to " 33-Famine Relief Works." 

The total cost of tools and baskeh amounted to Rs. u,334-II-o, but 
these are being raduatly sold to contractors, and up to date Its. ~,329'5-6 have 
been realized an credited to famine relief works. 

Out of a total expenditure of Rs. 2,~9,893-4-9 only RS.I.83·u 3- 2-' 
was disbursed through the subordinate Civil Officers. Th~ details of this 
arc-

Rs. A. P. 

r. Wages paid for work done 1,63,031 3 II . 

s. PO()r~house charges ... 1,335 I 3 
3. Gratuitous relief ••• ••• 14,605 9, I 

4. Work-charged ,Estahli~hment .... 3,981 4 7 
5. Miscella~ous charges ... .... : 1&69 ,15 3 

. . Total 
• . « 

.~. 1,~3f~~3 ,; ,:!" • ,~ 
t~.; 
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Tbe balanceRs. 76.6i().~·8 was disbursed 'through the offieersof the 
Public Works Department. the detaits ofwhieh aTe-

I Rs. A. P. 
J. Dagbelli~g and jungle clearance '0' 6,885 9 0 
St. Preparation of Sltes for camps '0' 3,8 l:l 3 
3. 4;ost of huts "0 •• , ... 39,068 t, 3 
4. Baskets, &c. ... .., •• , " s 63 2 0 

5· Water-supply ••• 7.477 3 
6. Conservancy charges •• e 'e, 725 nJ 3 
7. Work-charged Establishment ... 7.1°7 f:J 0 
8. Regis! ers ••• ..e ee, 62 I t !I 

9. Tools and Plant '" 12,334 II 0 
10. Miscellaneous charges such as con-

structing temporary treasury 
building, &c.... 5 J 6 0 6 

Total '" ---
Appendix No. V shows the distribution of expenditure unner the proper 

head. C' 

2 I. On the receipt of orders that the people were to be sent back 

R ta f th 
• 1 t ~. to their own district lists were made out show-

I rn 0 e peop.e 0 ""ssar. • h b f h I h d . lng t e num ers 0 eac c ass,-t ase un er 3 
years, those between the years of 3 and 12, and adults. Also a list was made 
of the animals owhed by the Hissaris as those were also to be taken 
by train. • • • 

These lists' showed that in all there were 6,480 units in the camps. 
Of these 5,957 asked to be sent back to theft- homes, :13 decided to stay on 
and work here, and the remaining 500 did not deserve the concession of· being 
sent home at Government expense. as they had come here of their own 
accord and had not been sent by the Deputy Commissioner of Hissar. 

Three special ttains were arranged for, to leave Bhera on the 7th, 9th and 
11th of June, respectively. The Hissarls were marched back to Bhera in the same 
way as they had been marched out, those from the further camps resting for the night 
at Camp No. I in the way and continuing their march the next morning. They 
were allowed to stay in Bhera for one night in the rest camp and were entrained 
the next morning. A few camels were again supplied to carry the lame and sick 
from the different camps to Bhera. As the weather was getting warm. a gharra of 
water was provided in each compartment of the train. The Deputy Commis
sioner and Major Scott·Moncrieff personally made all the necessary arrange
ments at Bhera. 

The poor-house was sent to Bhera a few days before j nine camels and 
three carts were supplied for carrying the inmates and cooking vessels, &c. 

At Bhera the Hissaris were paid three days' wages in advance by the 
Deputy Commissioner. 

Each train was sent in charge of a NAib Tahslldar i he was given a small 
advance of money to defray any unforeseen expenditure en route. 

G,ne,.al Remarks. 
u. The famine relief operations 

Tea,ons for the failure are-

J. Cost of hutting. 
11. Outbreak of cholera. 

were not a success financially. The 

Arrangements t~ give work to 30,000 Qnits were made and huttingaccom
modation for th\~ number provided. Owing to the serious outbreak of cholera 
furtht.r impoTtatlcm was stopped by the Commissioner of the Division. Hadt.he 
original number arranged for been sent to the Jhelum Canal, in all probability ~be ' 
8c:li~me wO\lld hay~ been a decided success. The people workedverv well. and 



tbe quality Of tbeirworkwasm.chbettor ~~hat done by tbeave.rage con
tractor.The cost of huttiRgmight havebeea J~du.ced toa very low figure had 
the coolies been sent here a month earlier I the weather was then warm, and as 
jungle wood was abundant they could have erected shelters for themselves with
out any trouble and saved the Government the expenses of erecting costly huts. 
One reason for the excessive amount spent on butting waS the high price of grass 
owing to the fodder famine in this district. 

The people themseh'es were very emaciated when they arrived, and it was 
only after being on the work some time they were able to do a fair day's task. 
Had they been in better condition the chances are they would not havefaUen 
victims in such large numbers to the cholera and would have been able to work 
at the rates originally fixed by the Chief Engineer. The welts on the Northern 
Branch are more or less brackish, and new arrivals in this locality are usuaU, 
attacked wilh diarrhcea : this was one of the reasons stated by the Civil Surgeon 
for the high mortality from cholera. That the cholera wa$ brought by the people 
themselves from Hissar can hardly be doubted i there was none in this district at 
the time, and but very few local people contracted tffi: disease. 

The following officials worked splendidly and deserve mention. As it was 
understood that the Hissaris were coming to this district accompanied by a full 
staff of paying officers, clerks, &c., no arrangements ~re made here for any 
such emergency. When it was found that neither Naih TahsOdars, Muharrirs or 
Clerks had come, hasty arr.angements were made tn supply the want, and there 
is great credit due to these men for the able and prompt cnanner . in which the 
work was done : - . 

Malik Muhammad HayAt Khan, a member of tfle Nun family and a 
'caooidite for an Extra Assistant Commissionership. Stayed out here during the 
worst of the cholera epidemic and looked after some of the camps. His help 
was very acceptable. • 

Bakhshi Ghanisham Dis, TahsildAr, was most energetic and helpful 
throughout. He arranged for all the food·supplies for the camps. H is knowledge 
of the people of the Hissar District made him especially useful. 

Malik Fateh Muhammad KhAn, Nun, Naib Tahsll,dar, is also a member 
of the Nun family. He made himself most useful in looking after the chc"lera
stricken Hissaris and showed a special aptitude for wOlk in connection with 
famine camps. His management of the poor-house was all that could be 
desired. 

Amfr Singh, NAib TahslldAr, had certainly the most disagreeable and 
trying work to do during the cholera outbreak. In his camps the disease made 
the greatest havoc j the work was made particularly trying, as disposing of the 
dead was no easy matter; and his conduct throughout was most praiseworthy. 

Harbakhsh Rai, NAib Tahsildar. also had a very hard time of it during 
the cholera, and he proved himself a capable and trustworthy officer. 

Jamiat Rai and Bishen Das, Hospital Assistants, both worked exceedingly 
well, and their exertions must have been the means of saving many lives. 

Kesho Ram, Sub·Overseer, was associated with Amir SIngh in looking after 
Camps NOI. Vill and IX, Northern Branch. Owin~ to the panic among the 
Hissarfs everything was disorganised, and great credIt is due to Kesho Ram for 
his carrying on the work as well as he did. He gave able help with the sick and 
in every other possible way. 

)awahir LAI, Sub.Overseer, had also a trying time during the cholera 
epidemiC and worked very well. 

PahelwAn Khan, Sub .. Divisional Clerk, behaved .• ptendidly, but the hard 
work nearly cost him his life, as it left him little or no time for rest, which resulted 
in a serious illness. He rendered valuable service.' 

. Devi Diy.11; Famine Clerk, also worked very wetl.und deserves great 
creditfor·the way ·in whicbhe acquitted bimseU. 
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Final Report of the Famine Operations on the Jhelum CaAal, 
during the years 1899-00 and 1900-01. 

CRAPTER ,II. 

TEST WORKS. 

SINCE July 189~ but little rain feU in this district, and the results were 
Cau ... which Jed to the openin, of disastrous to the inhabitants of the B~r and the 

tett "ork.. ThaI tracts, who depend to a very great extent on 
their cattle. Large numbers of animals died in this district from starvation. The 
villages were quite deserted and the people flocked to the Jhelum and Chenab 
Rivers with their cattle in the hopes of getting some fodder there. This coupled 
with the high prices prevailing for food stuffs led to the opening of the test 
works in March last. 

On receipt of orders ~o open lest works on the. Jhelum Canal notices 
were given to the Lambardars and Zaildars of 
nearly all the villages in the district that test 

works were to be opened near Bhulwal at Camp No. X on the Northern Branch. 
This camp is about two.miles from. Bhulwal and lies due west. The rates fixed 
for the work were- . 

Openin, or test work •. 

For excavation down to 2 feet 
• ... Rs 2-4-0 per 1,000- cubic feet. 

" " from 2 to 4 " ... " 2·8-0 " " 
" " " 4 tu 6" ..." 2-12-0" " 

On the 25th February 265 persons came on the work; they were s.ppt'ied 
with kassies and baskets, and were allowed to live in the huts that had been 
erected for the Hissarfs. The quality of th~ water was very bad and the 
people were constantly complaining that it made them ill. This added 
very considerably to the severity of the test, and after a while three other camps 
were opened for test workers where the water-supply was better in quality. 

The average daily attendance for the 1st week ending 3rd March 1900 

was 274 units. 

For the 2nd week 

For the 3rd week 

For the 4th week ... 
... 
••• 

F or the 5th week ••• .. . 

For the 6th week ending 7th April .. . 

... 968 

. .. 
... 1,949 

... 

. .. 
After the 8th April the numbers began to decrease steadily and fell to 329 

during the week ending 2nd June 1900 i it was decided then to close the works. 

Of those who came to the test works and were classed as local 
labourers, about one-third were resident'3 of other districts j the balance wu 
composed of agriculturists and menials of this district in about equal proportions. 
The comparatively small attendance seemed to show that the people were not 
as yet very hard pressed by famine. 

Villages situated near the rivers and those irrigated by the Govemment 
CauH. of the general disinclillation to and private inundation canal~ did .not in any way 

Wotlr nn the part of the people or thi, feel the effects of the scarcltl; It was only the 
dlltrlct. villages situated in the Tba, BAr and parts of 
the Salt Range that were affected. These people depend almost entirely on 
their cattle for subsistence, and while the test works lasted they were occupied 
in driving their starving animals from place to place along the rivers, trying if 
possible to save the lives of even a few. In the villages. which to all appearances 
looked ~qu;te deserted, were found only the aged and a few women and childMl. 
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Those who first felt the effects of the scarcity found occupation on the 
m:.:ace.llaneous works, such as buildings and brick-fle1as, which were then going 
on. These works were very popular, as the wages were good, and no great 
bodily exertion was required. Advances too could always be obtained from the 
contractars. 'I 

The- zamrndlirs of this district seemed to look on manual labour of the 
kind offered them as derogatory, and those who could sold their lands to keep 
themselves and their families in food rather than go to the test works, which had 
been opened (or their benefit. The amount of land that changed hands during 
the period must have been enormous. 

No arrangements of any kind were made for the supply "f food. stuffs, 
Food I tbe labourers were expected to get thear own 

·npp ,. supplies from the village banias. 

Grataltoul relief. 

Daily tarnio£,. 

No gratuitous relief of any kind was given, 
as it was intended to make the test a severe one. 

The amounts earned daily varied from two 
to three annas a head. 

The establishment employed consist~d of one %fistri at Rs. J 5 per mensem 
Ettll.bllsbmut. and one Male at R~. 8 per m~nsem for each 

camp; also one Cashier on Rs. 10 and one Sowar 
on Rs. 10 wert employed to carry money from the tr;asury' to the different 
camps. 

Accollota. 

• • 

The sum expeJlded on the test works 
amounted to Rs. 16J8~6·5·C', and is included in 
Appendix VI. 

-General Remarks. 

The opening of test works here seemed to emphasise the aversion that 
the people of this district have to hard manual labor, and this is not to be won
dered at, considering the free and easy lives they. are accustomed to lead, 
their chief occupation being grazing cattle and stealing from their neighbo.urs. 

A good number of work people took away the kassies they had been 
supplied with, but these were in every case recovered through the Lambardars. 

BHULWAL: 

The I'll II October IgoO. 

J. N. TAYLOR, 
Assis/ant E"g;neer, 

Office,. in C"arll. 
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APPENDIX No. II. 

Stllt~tttent SM1II;"g tl.t ".",he,. Df Mlt-'tl1(Jrking children and dependents relievc-d by Goz'crnmenf and "y ",ork'''! ldoure,.s t'tsjtctieely IU&Il tM. 
tota/ ",i"imum famine wages paid by Go'urnment by 'Way of gratuitous rcHef in eaen mont". ~ 

Average daily I I Average daily 
number of non- number of non-

working children I working chjldren 
and dependents and dependCIlts NAn OY XC1I11I. 

Amount paid b: 
GO\'ernment &'; 

gratuitous reJiei. • 

I 
I. Daily avenge 

famine ~ges paid 
to each person. 

REXUXS. 
relieved by working other than in poor

famine laboarers. I house reiiel'ed by 

_____ ----------.... -l.-------l Government. 0 ,_ I ; o--·~---tl-----~----.-----

December 1899 

J~lgoo 

'''''1' 
)latch 

April .,. 
., 

" 
" 

JUDe (ntao .9th).9OO 

... 

Tttal 

1,210 

- 1,14' 

1,273 

1,56l 

1,491 

1,478 

1,453 

-1,373 

153 

33' 

30
' 

)75 

144 

us 
J38 

1--:::-' 

Rs. A. P. 

1,647 1 0 

581 5 2 

• 518 3 6 

361 12 9 

230 1 6 

196 7 0 

144 ... 0 

3.689 8 1 t 

-These ligures represent dail, a:erage. 

• 

Rs. A. P. 

o , 0 

010 

010 

o 0 ft 

o 0" 
o 0 n 

o I t 

·0 I 0 

J. N. TAYLOR • 

Flllilll O#t".. 

• 



APPENDIX No, lIf. 

SlalltlUlII slu>eitlg 1Iullf6er of pers01lf relit'tJea in t he poor-house ana t""'amount spent /)7 GOfler1l",elll i1l cac" ",0111". 

EltPB!IlDITORI I i 

Numbet' 0' 
o •• ,,,,,,.1

0 
h' 

!Average cost 
-NA.' O. IIIOItrR. persons re- of food a ....... 

lieved in 
On food. On other Total. I per bead. 

poor-house. lishment. I n clot mg. purposes, 
I 

" I -I I 
I .-i 

Rs. A.P. Rs. A.P., Rs. A.P. Rs. A. P., Rs. A.P. Rs. A. P. 

bori899 132 158 0 7 158 0 7 0 1 1 ... ... ... . .. ... . .. 
y 1900 ... ... ... 103 193 5 3 25 I;; 6 92 12 9 83 0 3 395 1 9 0 

, I eo. 

~ 

..ry • ... ... . .. 8. 151 14 3
1 

14 3 9 ... .. . 172 2 0 0 1 I 
~ I • ... ". ... 69 195 0 1 I ... .., . .. 195 0 1 0 1 3 

59 
I I t -, ••• ... ... 11S 13 91 u o 0 ... ... 121 13 9 0 

I 1 
1 

• ... - ... sa I 121 6 9 1 IS 0 0, ... 30 0 °1 1;;6 6 9 0 1 2 • Includes as. ~8-14-S s,ald in J1ine 191»06 atICOVt 

~3 01 of the preYiaus mon t. 

• • ... ',- , .. 2 S 5 ... t 34 13 130·8 4 0 I , t Includes Rs. 1-1-4-' adjuaed tong alter the nm-
1 

I - ... rateh of poor-bouse inmates and eOD!ltqtlent1, 
. as not beer, shown in any weekly ret.am ~. 17 • 

I I 
i 

Total ... ... t,D34 14 
7 i fig 8 S 92 U 9 137 13 3 /1.335 I 3 ... 

I 
" 

. 
-- - --~- ---------~ ---

]. N. T~YLOR, 

F.t1I.i1lt 0lMn-. 
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APPENDIX No. IV. 

Slale",ttU slaofIJi", average dail, pdees of food'l'f'at'nj current ,'" Fam;", C..,p 
from Decemoer 1899 to 1une 1900, 

PRICES PIJl ~UP;&B. 

NAKX 0' MONTH. 
Wheat. I Float 

wheat. 

RUIAIU. 

December 1899 •• ~ 

January 1900 ._ 

February J 900 ... 

Ma.rch '900 

April 1900 

May 11)00 

, 

e. 

D41ra. Maize. Gram. 

Mds. S. C. Mds. S. C. Mds. S. C. Mds. S. C. Mds. S. C. 

o 9 14 

o 9 I2 

099 

o IJ 7 

o u 14j 
OUJI 

094 

o 9 2 

o 8 10 

° 9 14 
o II 0 

o 10 8 

o 10 II 

OIlS 

o 10 14 

o II 15 

o J2 2 

o II 4 

o 10 14 

° II 6 

o 10 14 

o II 15 

o u u 

o II 4 

o 10 II 

o It S 

o 10 14 

o 11 IS 

o 14 8 

012 0 

. 
• 

J_u_n_e _1.8_t_.t_O_I_9_th_, _t_90_0 __ .,._ .... ~ '-=-.' _0_'_1 __ 1_2...:...-_0_10 __ 0 ___ 0_1_1 _0-,- .~_.:.~I_O_l_2_0-,-____ _ 
]. N. TAYLOR, 

~. 

Famine OjJicer. --
APP~NDIX No. V. 

Statement skowt'1rl tlte distrt'olition of expenditure under tke proper heads. 

Nllme;of Sub. Heads. Amount. RzKAJlXS. 

-----1---------------------------------: 
I Wages paid for famine relief works 

I On test works 

3 On poor.house 

4 On gratuitous relief '0' 

5 On work-charged establishment 

6 On miscellaneous charges 

7 On d'gbelling and jungle clearance 

8 On preparation of sites for camps 

9 On cost of huts -
10 On baskets, &c. . . ... ... 
II On water-supply -
II On conservancy charlet -
13 On registers ... 
14 On tools anll plant ••• -

Totl1 

. . .. 

Rs. A. P. 

1,46,204 14 II 

16,826 5 0 

1,335 I 3 

14,605 9 1 

1I,08g 0 'I 

785 IS 9 

6,885 9 0 

3.8 u 3 

39.068 II , 

1,163 I 0 

_. '1,.,7 I 3 

1'5 II 3 

"n. I 

U.U4 II 0 

J. N. TAYLOa. 
, F •• i",· 0.lft:tr:~ 



APPENDIX No. VI 

$11I'~me,,' shcrint tlu tatllZ txpe'!Jiiurt up to Ihe enJ 017t1lfe 1<; 00 on lrrigalio"JVJrh 'h 7rget/ to II 33-Fami"e ReUel Worh," .,.J 'VfJINtSta/cu/altti III "ermal rates In'jJosed 10 be '/JJrith'" ba!k f rcm" 33-Famifle Relief Works" 10 ortli"ary luatl •• 
• ,,.........,,. . 

I i 

Particulars of works. 

I ! 
VALUE OF WORK AT NORMAL RATES CHARGEABLE 

TO OR DINARY HEADS. I Amount charged ; ______ -,-________ -.,-_______ _ 

I
to 33- Famine 
Rdief Works. 

I 
QU:lntitv. Rate. Amount. 

Balar.ce to remain 
at debit of 33-
famine Relief 

Works. 

RI~AItU, 

• t ;;;F.~~~~l -------1 I ,---1-----1---
WORKS DEPARl'MEf'l'-IMPERIAL. I Rs A. P. : R s. A. P. 

I 
I 

1I.-lrrigalifJ" Wrks. 
! 

(l) CAt"lTAt. EXPENDITURE PRODUCTIVE PUBLIC i 
WORKS, JHELt:M CAN-\L. I 

/ ,-WDrls. 

(2) MAIN CANAL AND BRAr\CHES. ! 
(l) E~ ,/"'1:(1,-1. I 

EXCAVATION OF NORTHERN BRANCH. ! 

6xjnuli,':t ;",_,.,.e) t/;recU, fly Pdlic Worls I 
DeparlflU,./ Officers. • .. 1 . .. 

(.) D'gbelliDg and jungle clearance 
(I) BoUndary R~ds •.. 
~) Root clearance ... 
(.I) Preparation of Famine Camps 
(I) S8fply of buts fot labourers 
(I) Baskets 'and other materi",ls en Water-supply ... 
(1) Conservancy charges .•• 

... /'} ... 

••• ! 

'0' 

3:939 14 
j f 1,691 cba~ns 1 4 0 per chain 

o j 1.6g1 cha.ns 0 8 0 do 
I 34 milell 25 0 0 per mile 

154 to 0 I 
24,229 13 6 

813 13 3 ' 
4,268 3 6 

3'4 t1 3 
4,:65 2 9 (J) W .. . otk-~ged ~iall1iie.nt 

V) 'tiaceUueoQs .00 ••• ••. ! 362 13 3 I 

, 38,349· 61 Total ... '''1 

Rs. A. P. 

I 
! 

2,n6 0 

846 0 

Sso 0 n*1 
1 

Rs. A. P. 

• n. alQO ~_ t.a ... beeo. taJreJI 'rora t~ sucqooeoi itstiJD&te aod ate propoaed tQ be · traasf.mId &0 capital ia. fall. Tbe ~ ... lIMa claarpd to 3J-Famitte Refief W«b. 

I 
I 

I 

tft' 



APFENDtX No. VI-COKCLUI)!D. 

SllIIe","" sAflfltr'l flu ult'll expelldilure up 1(1 the e"d tif 1uffe '900 91'1 !;-rit.tt,,,,, ~~jjr.h charged tD II 33-Famt',,~ Relief W,r,h," ",,1 fl4/." e.lc.l6tel 
tIl 1uJrmai rates proposed to 6.: .cnt'en lltJck jrr)m " 33-F-;mtlle Relse lVeJrks" to ordznary he.lds-C'onc!uded. 

I VALt:E OF WORK AT NOR'HL RUES CHARGEABLE 
TO ORDINARY HEADS. 

Partlculars of ,,0. b. 
Amount charged ~' ____________ ~~------------__ __ 

to 33-Famtne 
Rehef Works. 

Quantity. Rate. 

EXCAVATIO~ OF I\ORTUERN BR~-=:;;;;uded-I 1-------
1

. 

Rs. A P. ! < Rs A.? 
Expndt Ur" £"turred by Ct1J11 Offhers ac/tlfg as I I· • 

PuIl/.t Worh D1S0UI s~rs. I 
Earth\\ork 

(k) Wages of labour 
(I) Poor-house charges 
(m) Gratultou:- Rdh·f 

66294 2 9 I :9318,79'5 c. ft. I 2 to 0 per 1,000 

1.3 5 3 I 

ell) Work chargf'd establishment 
(_) Miscellaneous ... 

Total 

GRAND TOTAL OF NORTHERN BRA~CH 

9 06 7 0 4 
I 75(' 5 4 

... : 165 5 6 

· .. 1 ;8,611 15 2 i 
----____ 1 
, I 

... I IrI6,75, 0 8 I 
I 

EXCAVATION OF SOUTHERN BRA~CH AND FEEDER '-----1 
Expelldilare incurred directly by Publ,c Works 

Depar/me"t Officers. 

(a) O£gbeIling and jungle clearance 

~ 
Boundary Roads ... 

(e Root clearance •.. 
( j Preparation of Famine Camps 
(t') ~:'lly of huts for Jaoourf'rs 
(f) eta aDd otLer materials en Water--sapply... • .• 
(A) CbnservaDcy cbarges 
(.) Work-charged establishment 
ti) Misc:eUaneo. • •• 

Total 

... } ... 

'''1 ... 
... I 

{ t °43'78 chains 
2 9-l5 I I o l,a.u·,8 chalDs 

I 21 mIles ... 
1].1- :3 3 I ; 

t4 838 13 
9 ; I 1349 4 9

1 3,20g 13 91 

411 1 ~I 2,842 9 
153 3 :1 25,923 (t 

I 

Southern Branch. 

8 0 per chain .•. 
o 4 0 do. 

25 0 0 per mile ... 

Balance to remain I 
I at debit of 33- I 

Famme Rehef 
Amount. Works. 

REMARKS. 

--- . 
Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. 

50,7 (J 13 2 

54,52 3 13 J. 62,4 7 3 6 

1,565 0 O} I a61 0 o * 
52 5 0 0 

I I 
} 

0\ 



6#/#fIIliItJf!1 (lUll,.,." ~ Ci",1 0,#e,,.3 1It1i1l§ III 
P.fJlit W,,.jl J)i,lIII,.sl"s. 

") Wage. of labour 
(l) Poor-bone cbar~ea 
(.) Gratuitous Rebef 

... 

(.) Worlt-charged establishment 
,*) Miscellaneous ... 

Total 

Earthwork 
96.731 I 2 24,24 2,459 c. ft'l 2 12 0 per 1,000 

c. ft. 
5.538 8 9 • Total Southern 

Feeder Railaha. 

Earthwork 
15 3 I 4.658>432 C Ct .... 
9 9 I 

. I 
I- -I 

2,230 

104 

I 1,04,611 :I II 

.. 
:I 8 

Branch. 

o per 1,000 

c. ft. 

. 

j 
I 

66,666 12 3 -
69,017 u 3 -

11,6,.6 t 3 

1 

--
80.663 13 6 49.871 0 5 

--
1,35,187 10 8 1,12,3°8 31t 

... 62 II 2 

-
I ... 12,334 1 I 0 

• I I ___________ l, __________ ~ 

1,35,187 10 8 \ 1,24,705 10 I 

• n ... UllIQIlts han ben take. &.a the I&IIctioned estimate aad are propo5'!d to be traMferred to c:aplLallD (WI. Tbe baiaDce l1li. beea cbal"&ed tQ n-Famiae 1W,lef Works 

PlIAjIb Gomnmeat I'mst ~JS·.·',.I .... JO. 

J. N. TAYLOR, 

F"",'-",O#e". 

.... 



Mo. 4!!11t7,. .... fflll Dtcetraber rp 

PYe .... U ...... at·Co1oael J. A L MolH'GO ••• v. Commltlloaer _114 Sapett ..... ,. Rlwalpln41 !lltisloa. 
T .... 1M ~ ... FlIIUCi&l Secret.ar1lo GoYlrOJllftt, Pujab. 

IN continpation of my No. 41S'. dated .iet ultimo. t have the bonor to 
.nd the report on the famme relief operations in the Gujr4t District required bv 
your No. 1144. dated 18th September. A report on the closing of the te.;t 
works was submitted with my No. 1557. dated '9th April last. The present 
report is very full, and re8ects credit on Ula Paira R4m, Extra Assistant 
Commissioner, who is said by the Deputy Commissioner to have written most. 
of it. 

•• This district is not so entirely dependent on rain as Jhelum. The 
consequence is that the distress, though undoubtedly great in parts, was not as 
a whole so serious as in Jhelum. The mortality of cattle was less i fort whereas 
in that district the cattle mortality amounted to half the "total numbel, 'ere it 
was roughly a quarter. The greatest losses were naturally in the young stock. 
The main reason for the smaller mortality is that many of the owners in the 
distressed tracts had friends or relatives near the nver, ,lind large numbC"rs of 
cattle were driven to the riverain tracts; while some were taken to the Chenab 
Colony. When the monsoon rains of 1900 had established sufficient foader, 
the cattle thus saved were brought back. It was .. tated to me at that time that 
when a man brought back his hardly rescued bullock he looked as proud as if he 
was in possession of an elephant • • " 

3. The test works nowhere attracted a large number of labourers, and 
the majority of these were from the nf"ighbourhood of the works. When the 
task was made stncter the numbt'rs fell off. In fact there fas never a famine in 
the district. The test works did undoubtedly relieve a good deal of distress t 
but the people relted mainly on emigration aud work in other districts The 
Chtnab Colony and the works on the Jhelum Canal saved many fa"tnilie, from 
destitution, and here, as to Jhelum, the bread·winners often went far afield, but 
regularly sent theIr earnings for the support of t heir women, children and infirm 
folk. Crime did not increase i nor did the agitation regarding the Land Aliena
tion Legislation spread to thlS district. Mortgages and sales did not increase to 
any great extellt. • 

4. As much help as posc;ible was given to .he district under the Agricul
turists' Loans Act and from the Charitable Relief Fund. 'fhe first advances were 
made for seed for late rabi so wings, but most of these sowings unfortunately 
failed. Subsequent advances and all gifts from the Charitable Fund were dis. 
tnbuted for the purchase of caltle. The report lihows the money given to have 
been as follows :-

Ra. 

Ad {
for seed ••• 

vances for bullocks ... 
... 23.261 ... . .. 50,i 10 

Gifts from Charit/lble Fund for bullocks .. - 53,000 
The Rs. I,03,JIO given for bullocks was allotted for the purchase of 4.985 head 
of cat lie, and 1 have no doubt that most of the money was spent as it was 
intended to he. 

S. The acknowledgments of Government have already been conveyed to 
the Deputy: Commissioner (Mr. A. C. Elliott) and to L41a Paira Ram, Extra 
Assi.tant Commissioner, for their good work (see your No. 714, dated 11th May 
J900). Both officers thoroughly deserve the praise. Ula Paira R~m worked 
with great :leal, and insisted on the rules of the Famine Code being strictly 
observed j Mr. EU;ott supervised him with Judgment and sound discretion. 

£ i 

E",IoI",.". 
(I) Deputy Commissioner GujrAt" No. 338, d.\ted. 15tb November .goo. 
(Q) Ditto ditto No. 7Jo. dated 21St ditto. 
(3) Ditto ditto No. 345, dated 86tb ditto, 

hllJ4b ~t ' ..... 1,aboce-." .... gDl-I'O 



No. 3311, dated 15th Noveaiboer 1$100. 

Ft'om-Lklllteeaat A. C. ELLIOTT, Deplit~lII\n\l_OMf. G.'f.t, 
T_The COlllml.tioaet and SDperilltendeat. lUwalptadl Divl.ioa. 

. IN compliance'with Revenue and Financial Secretary's No. I "44, dated 
18th September 1900, I have the honor to forward a general report on relief 
operations in this district during the past year as directed in the memorandum 
sent with that letter. The majority of the report is written by Lala Paira Ram, 
and I think you will agree with me that it is good. 

2. The report should have reached you to-day, but owing to mr being 
busy in camp, and also owing to the extraordinary number of reports al called 
for together at the time when the Re\'enue Report was being got ready,' I have 
been obliged to cause a delay of a day or two. 

Famine Report of the Gujrat District for 1899-1900 by Lieutenant 
A. C. Elliott, Deputy Commissioner, Gujrat, dated 15th 

November 1900. 
I-Brief refer,,,ce to pasJ jam in, Dnd tI";r hidf>ry. 

The people recall four great famines, three of which were before the 
British administration. They were- • • 

(1) /I Sat propia IJ or /I San challs "--Sambat 1839-42 or A. D. 1733. 
(2) The" Paiwala IJ Famine-A.D. 18J5, Samb:tt 1870. 
(s) The·' Markanwala" Famine-Sambat iS88 to 1889 autumn, or 

A.D. 1831. • 
(4) SattarhAwala-Saml at 19'7, A.D. 1863. 

(I)-The" Sat propia IJ is so called.because the price of grain reached 
seven paropia or I! topa or 3t seers per rupee. It is s0'Vetimes called U San 
chairs" from the year Sambat 1840. It lasted from autumn 1839 to spring 
of 1842, no crops being reaped from absolute lack of rain for five harvests. 
Mortality was excessive, and the majority emigrated who could. In 184:1 
heavy rain fell and the famine called generally" The Great Famine" ended. 

(2)-The" P.iiwaJp." famine lasted {rom spring of ·Sambat 1869 tm c~nd 
of Sambat 1870. Emigration wa~ large, but mortality and distress were not 
nearly so great as in The Great Famine, grain reached 4 tf)pas or 8 seers==1 pai 
per rupee. Hence the name" paiwcila." . 

(3)-The "Markanwcila II Famine lasted three harvesh (rom autumn 01 
Sambat 1888 to autumn of Sambat 1889. Distress was not ~reat, and grain 
was never dearer than 12 seers per rUpee. No emigration took place; but on 
the other hand there was very large immigration (rom Kashmir: where the 
famine was very severe. A plant called II ~Jarkan " came up ill great quantities 
before the rabi of Sambat 1890 ripened, and was utilised for fodder and 
mixed with their grain by the people. The famine is therefore called the 
(I Markanwala Ka1." 

(4)-The famine of Sam bat '91, or II Sattarhawala" lasted one year. 
Grain reached III to 14 seers per rupee. There was some emigration, but assist
ance was given by employment on public works, A.D. 1863. 

Besides these famines of which no records exist we have those now 
given below:-

(a) Falni", of 1868·69.-This reached tho point of great scarcity only, 
but not actual famine. The kharif of 1868 was poor, and rabi sowings were 
so contracted as to cause grave anxiety. What was lIown, however, matured 
weU owing to good, though late, rains. A fair kharif followed and good rains 
secured a good rabi. A total of 10,064 persons were relieved, 8 5 on works 
and 9,199 gratuitously. • 

. (/1) The Great Famine of 18n-78 caused anxiety, but.nomore in this 
district. The kbarlf 0·£ 11377 was very poor on ~U barani lands. WbeM rOBe 
to 11 seers per rupee. There was a certain amount of mortalitv.· but matt 



I 

of the deaths were of starving persons (rom Kashmir. A large number were 
given gratuitous relief or emplo~d on works. The actual numbers cannot ~e 
ascertained, but the maximum numbers on any day was .,050. 

c.,,) Pam;", 0/ 18g6-97.-Actual relief works were opened on 15th 
August f 8¢. Beginning with an average attendance of 1,190 worms aod 
335 dependant!! the numbers, after a short strike when grain was ordered instead 
of wheat as the staple cereal for calculating the wage, rose to 15,608 workers 
with 6,567 dependants on the 12th September. The road works were closed 
on 26th December when the canat work began. On the canal works the 
labour was done by task parties, and class segregation was ultimately carried 
out successfully, though it could not be done on the roads. One striking 
feature of the opening of the canat works \\'as the enormous increase in depend
ants which gradually rose to 18,800. They are the largest numbers recorded, 
after which they sank very rapidly. There seems to be little doubt that over
Itberality, too light a ta'lk, and no means of enforcing e\·en that task being 
completed caused a rush to the works and created a famine where only scarcity 
existed. Had Mr. Thorburn's orders for grain flour to be held the staple 
continued in force, those people only would have come to work who were really 
in need. As it was when numbers had reached 2,279 workprs and 934 depend
anto;, they struck, and "at a man ;n the district would come for a wage ralcu
lated cn gram flour from 26th August till loth September. Thus true famine 
does not appear to have been shown • 

• 
.2-Causcs of present jam in,. 

The immediat" cause of the prt"'ent famine is the failure of monsoon 
and winter rains, but as the scarcity period of 1896"'98, which crippled the 
resources of the people, must be held to have contributed to the sevpnty of the 
distress, It is necessary to give·a short review of the harvests of that period. 
the annexed tablEt! Appendix A, shows the rainfall in each month for the past 
ten years at the three rain-gauge stations of GujrAt, KhAriAn and PhAHa. 

The first indication of distress is observable in the monsoon rains 9f 
1895. when the fall in PhAlia was much below average. It was, however, sufficient 
for sowing, but September being rainles~, crops suffered. much, e'lpe<'ially in PhAlia 
where 28 per cent. of the area sown failed. The winter rains (October to Decem: 
ber) entirely failed, and sowings for rabi shrank, and a considt:rable portion of 
what was 'lown failed The rabi was a little better than half an average crop 
and Rs 7 1,045 were suspended, almost all in PhAlia. ' 

In the monsoon months of 1896 (June-August) the fall of rain was about 
two-thirds of the average, and was not wen distributed. A large area (348, 1 17 
aert's) was, however, sown, but only three·fifths of it came to maturity. The 
fallure in Ph~1ia was complete, where out of a total of 99,979 acres, 63,t)79 
acres or 64 per cent failed. The same was the state of crops in the Maira 
Circle of the KhAriAn Tah...rl. The winter rains also failed, and although 
258,604 acres of barani crl)ps were sown, 98,979 acres or 38 per cent was 
~Ila"dha. In the year 1896-97 a total sum of Rs. ~,06,726 was suspended, and 
the distress was con"idered so great that famine works had to be started for 
the Ear and Maira people. 

The year 1897-98 was on the whole a fair one, but not throughout the 
district The Maira Circle of the Kh.1riAn TahsU suffered from drought and 
did not mature much area A sum of Rs 44,846 waf' suspended in this year, 
mostly in KhariAn 

The year 1898'99 may he said to be the fir.;t year after the scarcity 
period of 1896-98. and the crops were on the whole good. But in the khar£f 
of that year a severe hailstorm visited the district and destroyed crops in 
137 vil1agts, 96 of which were those in which suspensions had been granted in 
the precedmg harvests The total Rmount suspended in the year was 
Rs ::10,449, of which Rs. ;19,40 7 ~re remitted on acco\,\Jlt of da~ caused by 
hailstnfm. 
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'It will thus be seen that the condition of a large number of villages in the 
Khbia", Maira .as well as in the Ph4lia Ba,. was weak before the advent of 
the monsoon in 1899. The monsoon commenced very we}), and the current wa.'i 
strong. The fan in June 1899 was above average in Gujr4t and Pb4lia, anJ 
only slightly below average in Khari4n. The fall wal, fIowever, not AeneraJ, as 
the western half of KhariAn and a considerable portion of Phitia did not reeeiVf! 
any showers worth the name, and these were the parts which were most in 
distress. The faU in July was much below average, or nearly haH in GujrAt and 
KhArian. Sowings, however, were satisfactory, and up to the end of july the 
prospects were not gluomy, though bar4ni crops began to wilher even then. 
The first fortnight of Au~ust was rainless, and crops dried everywhere and fodder 
became scarce. The fall of rain in August was scantier than even the scarcity 
period of 18y6'98 and amounted to t inch in Gujtat and KMri4n against 
the average of 6 inches and 7 inches, respectively. In Phatia the fall was 
lesl than (:me-third of the average. ~he month of September was also very bad, 
the fan bemg nowhere more than a third of an inch. and that too confined to a 
single date. There was thus no moisture for early sowings for the rabi, and 
as October, November, December and the first fortnight of January passed 
absolutely rainless, the prospects of the spring harvest became gloomy. There 
was no pasture in the grazing ground'1 botj1 in the JJ.(,pira and the Bar, and a 
large number of cattle were removed to the BeJtis, Jummoo Tt:rritory and 
Gurdaspur and other places. There was food scarcity no doubt, especially in 
the Moira tract of KMrian, but the real calamity of the wesent famine was the 
severe lack of fodder, the immediate cause of which was the abrupt cessation of 
the monsoon and the failure of the winter rains, coupled with the fact th~t the 
outtum of straw in the rabi of 1899 was very light, and there was a depletion of 
fodtie. stocks when the distress commenced. 

The disastrous consequences of the famine on cattle will be seen from 
the following statement which compares the figures foJ' cattle as found in 
February 1899 when a general census was taken and in September 1900 when 
an enumeration was made to ascertain the actual mortality amongst cattle in 

.he present famine:- .. 

AccoaDIWO TO CU'U' 0' F ... uu 18g9 Ac<:01lDINO TO caN'U' 0, SIPTUUaa 'po.) Loo .... 

TAHlIL. ill! -j- j I--~- J ---
= ~: 1 "il~ 1 j J i 1 i 
~ ~ ~ t 11', ]o~ ! f ;Ii i or -:1 r ~ 
.:: ~ :2 Ii: >0 .... .: .s ~ ~ )0 ! ~ S ----1--------------------

Klat,'" ... .8 •• 0. a5,GN1 ".3. 1 •• '50 ',.1~ 130.51. ".?OS t4.... 1,1110 IS.S15 'o.u1 .s.... U,f$11 ",01, 
• 

- ........... -.-.----------------..----.....-...~I-----' 

- -1'- -- ,,~, ..... - -1'- -r: -I-I'""" ~ .. ~ 
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The decrease in the bovine stock is more than a lakh of animals. Of these 
30,280 were young stock, which being of comparativel1little value and requiring 
bettet: fodder than the matured animals, die wholesale an a famine year. Nearly 
47,000 bullocks and cows and 23,000 buffaloes would appear to have died or 
been slaughtered, when lean and hopelessly weak, for food. As a check to the 
figures obtained by the census of September 1900, statistics of export of hi:les 
and bones were obtained from the Railway Department. The loss in KhArian 
and PhAlia is 52,483 old animals and 18,453 young stock. The total quantity 
of hines exported from ~tations in these two tahslls from February 1899, when 
the last cattle enumeration was made, to the end of August 1900 was 6,212 
rnaunds, and over 20,000 maunds of bones were exported for t he same period. 
A buffalo's hide weighs from 10 to u seers and a cow's from 6 to 8 seers. 
Taking 10 seers as the average weight of cattle over two years of age, the export 
of hides from KhArian and PMlia represents the death of nearly 25,000 cattle, 
a little less than half the decrease shown by cur cattle cersus. These are deaths, 
however, which occurred within the district, and we can never know what has 
occurred elsewhere. There can thus be no doubt that our losses in cattle have 
bee~. very heavy, and it will take some years before the district reco\'crs its 
posItion. 
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3-A,.,a flfflcled. 

fh order to understand the situation in a famine year ,it is necessary.-to 
give here a brief description of the different regions into ..,ich the district may 
be classified according as the lands are secure, insecure or partiallIy secure. 

The following classification may be adopted 1-

A. Riverain villages. 

B. Phalia HitM.r. 

C. Bar. 

D. Jatatar. 

E. Fringe of vilIages on the Bhimbar torrent. 

F. Sub montane or-

• (I) Pabbi villages. 
(2) Balandi villages. 
(3) M aira villages. 

A.-There are 2!J8 riverain .villages in the district with an area of 207,354 
acrer; or J 7 per cent. of the di<;tnct total where the crops never fail and which 
are therefore secure. In the presf>nt scarcity the crops in all these villages were 
good, and there was good pasture for cattle which were taken there from the Bar 
and the Maira. • 

8.-The PhAlia' Hithar has 13:: villages with an area of t45,:J43 or (t per 
cent. of the dlbtrlct. It depends mainly on the working of wells, and the 'pa..1ni 
('ultiv.ltion here is always Inure or less of a speculative character. The lack of 
fodder was keenly felt here, but otherwise the tract gave no cause for anxiety 
beyond the fact that liberal su.,pensions of revenue were granted This tract is, 
therefore, c1as'led as secure. 

C -Bar har; 113 vi!i<lg{'c; with an area of 214,671 or J 7 per cent. of the 
district total. Of the total cultl\ ation J 23,694 acres, 33,068 acres or over 26 
per cent. is chahi, but \f the mOIl<.,oon rains fall, as they did in the year 1899-'900, 
fodder becomes scarce and wells cannot be property worked for the spring 
harvest The tract is only partially insecure, but a., the condition of crops in the 
past few harve<;l, has been b ld, the people had le<;s power of resistance than they 
otherwise would have, and, therefore, for purposes of the present scarcity, the 
whole Bar must be considerl.d as all affected area. 

D.-Jatatar has 165 vilhges with an art'a of 106,26~ acres or 9 per cent. 
of the district. It ha., a tMat cultivated area of 90,147 acres, of which 42,081 
acres or 46 per cent. is sen'ed by Wf'lIs. The tract ir; therefore partially secure, 
and as many villages recci\'e flood water from the hill torrents, no anxiety is 
usually felt for this tract in years of drought. In the early part of the season 
zam£nd4rs sold bhUsa, and though latterly they had themselves to purchase 
fodder at high prices, yet the tract as a whole may be said to have escaped 
the worst consequences of a year of scarcity. 

E.-The Bhimbar villages in Kharian had a separate assessment circle 
in the old settlement, but have now been ama\gamated with the Maira They 
are 76 in number with an. ar~.a of 49.498 acres or 4 per cent of the district. The 
tract has wells along the bank of the Bhimbar, and is therefore only partially 
insecure. 

F.-The submontane region may be roughly divided into two parts, (d) 
the one lying to the east of the Trunk Road and (6) that situated west of that 
road. It has an area of ~o7,450 acres or 42 pel' cent. of rile district total. The 
"hole of this is dependent on rain, as there is practically very little imgation from 
wens. The climatic conditions are, however, not uniform. The tract to the east 
q1 the road receives very heavy fall bf rain, but the quantity diminist1es as we 
go westward. 
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In the , scar~~ypetiodQf 18g~98 lh,~col)di~ion ,of, east~rn " villa,oa wa" 
geRe~llJ ,very satJsf~tPry, aod thepi:nchol (atnio~, ~as no~ ~U9~f~ltJn, ~ern,. 
'fhey were t~us better able to face the distress calilsedby the pres,lnt'.fci~llJ 
and suspensIOn , of revenue was therefore all that was considered necessary In 

these vitiages.·· They cannot therefore be -inc1udeJin, tM affeetod 'ftrea. The 
case was, however, -diffe1'lentw.i.thlhe Western Maira. The tract has never since 
1895 reaped a .reaUy good harvest, and as the famine ofl8g6-97 cdppled the 
res~u:rces of the people, and the climatic conditions of the monsoon months were 
worstJri this tract, great anxiety was felt for the· people at an early .stage; As 
early as July 1899 it became almost certain that there would be no autumn crop, 

.,.nd consequently large numbers ot people emigrated to where there was pasture 
'or the prices were easy. Had it not been for the fact that the Jhelum Canal 
afforded work to any who sought it, it would have been nece"isary to open some 
work both for the Bar and the Western Maira These two tracts,therefore, 
must be taken to be the area which is held to be affected ,for purposes of the 
present scarcity. The area of the 13 villages intbe Bar i~,.as noted under 
C, 214,671 acres. The Western Maira consists of 19. villages with an area' oE 
166,737 acres, so that the total area of the affected parts is 381,408 acres or 31 
percent. of the district tolal. 

4-R,.iej hisfol'Y of the ti"ic cf scarc:'y. 

The rainfall in the monsoon months of 1899 heing scanty and 
badly distributed prospects w~re gloomy """from ·t he very beginning. 
There was absolutely no moisture in the whole Maira of the KhArijn 
Tahsil, and little or no area was sown with millets in this track. Fodder 
scarc~t! began to be keenly felt even w.; early as . July, and large 
numbers of cattlt: from the Eastern Bar of t-'h<llia aqp the whole of th~ Kharian 
Gojra were removed to wh~re there was some hop~ of getting pasturt>. The 
only anxiety for the people, however, wa$ felt in the Western Maira where it. 
was known that for the last few years no good cr')ps were harvested, and the 
stock with the zarniildars had be~~n wholly exhausted, After the h;uvest time 
for the autumn crops was over the prospect s for the rabi also bectlme gloomy, 
as, there was no moisture, and no sowings could be attempted f,r the early s1lt"ing 
crops. A large number, of zamlndars left their homes in search ()f labour, arid 
though emigration in a purely banin; tra~t like the Maira is not an undesirable 
thing, it was considered necessary to start some wt)rk for those who were left be
hind'.Accordingly towards the end of October a test work was start~d at Baniali 
in the heart of the worst afft:cted part of Maira. The mistake here, however, was 
that orders were given for the payment of minimum wage" to those who did not 
perForm their tasks. This attracted a large number of labourers from the lIejgh~ 
bouring vma~el and the number swelled to oyer ',000 in a few days. The highest 
number on any day at work in Barnali was .,0::>6, but none came {r0111 a dis~ 
tance of more than 3 miles, ana this in spite of the fact that minimum rate 
Of wages' was allowed toaH the labourers. It was, therefore, cleat:' that the 
distress, if any, did not assu~e an acute form in the ~or:1t .affected ' area. In 
the meantime new rules were 1!':5ued by Government whIch laId down that at tbl! 
test work stage payment should be made strictly at talk rate, and that as far 
as possible the work ,hould not be too near one of the I~rge vil1ages in the 
affected area. Another te!t work was therefore started, and regulated strictly 
according to the Code rules. This was the raising of aseetion of the Lala 
Musa~Dinga Road. As the cold increased some of th,e ~s«;n.eos returned, 
Enquiry .howed that people were helping their relatives and large amounts 01 
ernittanceswere , being received in ,the affected. parts th, rou"gh the post 
office. The people of the Bar and the part of M alra not "I.«Y , far away from 
t~Jhel~m Canal, were eng~ged there. Gener~l r~~ef oper~~j<?,nl ~ere there
foJ.-ebot ca11¢, fort"ut it '!~ ~o9si,der~dnece~~a.rvto, ~,v~awork I~ prog~:~8! 
~lCll, t~oUgJi - 'D~ 'attta~~l!e fo/ th~se ~h~ wcrk~. '!, ' O~~~ . p'la~~, 1V~utd 
"Ordwor~ ~~! ~ ~ .~, ~11~~X a~ wb~ ~1~ ~o.t '~,n~~ w~~~t~·~ 

. . . ~' -... , ' . ' .1 . ' ... " . . j '.' , : , -_ . • ' ~ " ' • • ' • \ ... . t,~ !;- ~ .j - , 
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for labour. The following table shows the ;werage attendance of each week 
when..the wprk was in progress, and the classes of labou refS attending the 
work" .... 

AV&R"O. DAILY ATTIIIOAIfCI. 

Name 01 work. Week endinr 

Percenta~e 
0\ of a&'ricu-

" turilts to .. 'C total • E .1 ] l:; 

'B 
.. 
till , 

~ ·c c 
tIO 0 

< Z. 1-+ ---
Lal M 0' { 2nd December 1899 a, u .. · mga Road, 9th ditto 

Railing 01- 16th ditto 

358 260 618 58 
"'94 351 s..s 58 
438 271 710 Cb 

r 23t d December ISw 
30th d,tto 
11th January 1900 
'!th ditto ~, 
20th ditto ... 
:f7tlf ditto •• 

Ilaitlng of Khi l' ian- 3rd Februnry J90V 
Dinga Road and an loth ditto 
embankment. 171\ ditto 

:f4tn dlttl1 
lrd Ma11:h IgdO 

l
iOth dlt. to ". 
17th ditto .. . 

'24th ditto .. . 
3111t d~to .. . 

Daily average for whole period ... 

398 'A77 675 S9 
519 312 8sr 63 
.. I 243 11~ (16 

599 306 905 66 
372 220 593 63 
4°7 376 781 sa 
779 576 1,355 51 

1,046 717 1.763 59 
.,011 675 1.6116 60 

8,~9 513 '.16a 61 
659 38J 1,041 63 
817 4571 ·,344 66 
683 3711 1,055 , • 65 

<0, ~ 797 
• 61 

'44 77 211 65 

---;;- 37:1 ~ I 6S 

The largest number of workers were in the month of February, The 
rain of the 17th of January raised some hope, and the Maira people returned 
to their homes and s<Med Idte crops, like barelv, rape-seed, &c. These were aU, 
however, of a gambling nature, and it !ooon became evident that nothing would 
be reaped. But owing to the cold emigration was difficult and, therefore, the 
needy amongst the people carne to our works and had the satisfaction of finding 
that they had not been driven to take their children aw.lY from their homes. 
The attendance exceeded 1,500 in ten days from 5th to 17th February, and the 
highest number reached on any day was J .904 on the 10\ h of February. 
Throughout the time three fifths of the workers belonged to agriculturists; 
their number feU to one-half after the ra.in of .,th January t when agricultura 
operations became neces<;ary, and it rose to two·thirds for the first-half of 
January and the first ten days of March. The agriculturists were mostly Gujarst 

as the works were in progress in their country. The RtJmi'ls belonged t() the 
following classes:-

Moehfs. 

MusalHs. 

Machhrs. 

Kasbls ( weavers). 

NAis. 
Tirkhins. 

A few MirAsi'St LQh'rs and Jhewars sometimes soug&t work, but their 
number was very small, and they did not remain long. The bulk of the non .. 
agricultural laboQrers belonged to Musallis and Mochts. No to1JGl people 
came. to the works, nor did any men from the Native States seek Iabout. 



9 

S";'P,,'tlllJfttl i""m-II t/ IN;" 

The outtum of grain in the rabi of 1899 was good. thought1le straw wu 
Ii~ht, and prices were rather easy as long as it was not known what the character 
of the monsoon would be. Towards the end of Jul1, 1899 wheat was seDing 
at 20 seers, hut the tendency was upwards, and as the faIlure of the autumn crops 
became certain, prices rose, and by the middle of September r 899 wheat sold 
at '3i seers per rupee. It rose to 'I seers in October and touched 10 seers 
in the middle of November. Large importations of maize were made from 
Jutlunduf, Chenab Cotonies and other places, and this reduced the price to 
J I Iter'S, where it remained stationary from, sth November to the middle of 
January. The rain of 17th Janu.uy created a detitand for seed. and the price 
rose to 101 seers by the end of that month, retreating to II seers by the 15th of 
February. 

The rabi of I QOO in the district was a poor harvest. but a bumper crop 
was expected from the colonies, which, with the desire to dispose of old stocks, 
caused prices to fall to 14 seers by April 15th, 

Thus throughout the period of the scarcity prices have ruled high, though 
they did nnt ri"e up a~ high as in 1896-97J when wheat touched 8 seers per 
rupee for several months. •• 

The yield o! fOlJd·grain~ in the di ;trict was totany insufficient for local 
requirements Tradf'rs in central places had grain, bu~ the stocks with the 
zam(ndars were in:)ufficient even for the winter months .• 

The following . table shows from the Railway D~partment statistics the 
movement of food-graIns from May 1899 to end of September 1900 :
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... ... - ... 
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- - - ... 
... - ... . .. 
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ElpOrt .. Impottt. 

-
Md .. Mch. . - - • ,,076 .,51Q 

- ... ,.884 "..., 
- - 11,594 e. ... 

- - 15,891 II". 

- ... ',.$ ..... 
." ... "943 8.IOf 

... - 1,8$0 3CS,. 

- ... .,070 Oo,70S 

... - pSt 45.7f2 

... - g6CS :J8,f48 

... - ',034 'I,ll • 

- - 1.018 .,,571 

- - IIJ 5444 - -• .,0J? 1,00,''-

... - t,81, ...-- ... 371 10.679 - - "'SI MM' 

-~ - ~ " •• elO 

. 

The figures show how grain was imported in latlte q·uantities awt how 
earl,. the necessity for replenishing food stoCk, arose. 'the aboYe figures do not 
iactude importations from Jummoo Territory and the Sijlkot District frC'm which 
the t*andi or sub·lnOflntaiD tqcts received their IUppU. in large quantitiel. .. 
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From Ma.y 1899 to s.ptetnNr the district i~ported by rail alone no 
Jess than 64.59 maunds. But large as these figures are they would havo 
been larger ;'but for the bumbers that emigrated to other districts where pasture 
was to be found and cheaper prices prevailed. B'husa was also imported in 
large quantities and was sold at very high prices. It rose at a time to Re, 1 .. 8-0 
poe maund. 

No failure of carrying power of railways came to my noti~e, nor were 
ever complaints made by traders or others of any difficulty ;n connection with 
the import of grain or fodder. Sometime.:; ~amlndars combined their small 
amounts and brought MU8/J trom the Colomes without having to wait much at 
the btarting stations. 

The only complaint heard was that the Railway Babu at tf',e starting 
stations had to be paid a small fee before the truck or carriage was placed at th3 
importer's disposal. 

, 6-Nature cf tilt 'IlJor!J$ ut£/z'scd for relief. 

Excepting the clearing and deepening of the Barnali Tank, which is a 
village work, DIstrict Board ruads and prottctlve works for the road were utihzed 
for the relief. It • 

The work was don~ on the test work system. 
Two tanks were cOllstru('ted, and 21 miles of road Wf're raised. In 

addition to t his a largt: embankment wao; conc;truct~d for the protection of the 
KhArian·f)mga Road from'a torrent from the Pabbi Ran!!e and for diverting water, 
which u!:>ed to go wclste, to cultivated fields of a gf()UP of villages nt:ar Barnall. 

7 - lI1Muigemenf of the works. and tasks prescribed, ... 
With the exception of the Barnali Tank which was supervisf'd by 

L'la Kebho DA", Extra A..,sistant Commis"ioner, the management of the works was 
, in charge of L~\a Pclira Ram, Revenue Assi.,tant, who was under the immediate 

control of the Deputy Commis.,loner. No Extra Naib Tah..,fldArc; were 
employed The Distnct Overs~er WdS the profes"ion,d offie er under the Revenue 
Assl!'ltant. There was one Cast.ier employed for keeping accountc; and the 
money, whose salary Rs. J 5 per mensem was (h.uged to the works under 
head hstablishment. 

As regards the tac;ks, Section I r 5 ()f the Famine Code lays down that 
the ta',k required from the worKers ... hnuld not be les ... than 75 per ('ent. of that 
uc;u~lJy rt'qUlrcd {rom able-bodied Ictbourers on ordinary works ~ hat each able
bodied labourer mu~t do in a drty was to be determined. \Vhere the SOl) is 
soft the tdsk work of road-coohes employt'd by the DIstrict Board in this 
district was 100 Gijbic feet diggiTlg from the roadside and putting the earth 
on the road. T!le sOli 01 the place where the test workc; "ere started w .. s 
chhamh or rohi or hard. 1 ht' tasks were fixed with reference to the instructions 
given in Appendix B of the Code, as the new classificatIOn of workers in 
Section 11.1:i had not a, yet been ordered In the table of standard tasks given in 
Appendix B adult mr;l\t"s are divided in~o three clallses The majority of the, 
zamtndars and kamlns who came to the work belonged to persons 
,. accustomed to labour, but not of the kin'~ requiJed " for whom 85 cubic feet 
of ex:oavation and 136 cubic feet of carriage only is provided for. This means 
that if 136 cupic feet we're to be d4g and carried by one man, he would do the 
work in (I + ls\1l. ) or 2~! days. 'I'hlS gives a daily task fnc digging and carrying 
of 5'2t cubic feet for an able· bodied man. But as the average lead and lift at 
our works was small, 60 cuLic jee~ of earthwork was fixed for Ctar;8 I, whose 
ta"k m.~t be So p~\'" cent. in fXcess Qf that required trom Class II. For CI". U 
therefore 40 cubic ft el ,,-as fixed. This gavu 100 cubic feet of digging and 
carrYll1g for a man and ~ woman, which agreed with the formula in Appendix 8. 
For Cla$s III, working children, 25 cubic feet Wile; fixed, but as it was seen 
that- tbose parties who had 'Children amon~t them never earned fuU wages, the 
children) task was ;ub~uently ~CKluoed to Ie) cubi¢ fftt or hall 01 Class II, 
.a Qrdtt~,m Seotian, ug..of t.co Coc:le. 
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The task .,enormeil by the tabtruMh ftnl6d frtjm·7otb 10 per cent. of 
wbat was allotted, but this does not show that the task teqai"'d was heavy. 
MeaGSe a large number of labourers, generally three-fourths or the total, received 
full wages. No eamps were formed. and the people who Cllme from a distance 
attended late and left the work sooner, and therefote these perlons did only 
part of the fuIt day's work. 

Besides. new admissions used to be made almost the whole day, which 
swelled the number of actual workers, though many of them were not whole-day 
labourers. 

8-Non-"ltJDr!linl cMldren ant/. d'f,,,dll,,ls. 

At the first test work, excavation of the Bam~li Tank, non'iWOfking 
children and dependants were allowed the minimum wage, and there was a 
rush of people seeking relief, But on other works wa~e!l were paid strictly 
at task work rates, and nothing was allowed for dependants or for Sundays. 

9-Wag#I. ., 

At the Barnali Tank wage<; were calculated as given in the ready rec koner 
at page.; 8 '-9 of the Code on the ba.,i"l of the price of jowAr and Mjra which 
lfcre seJ1in~ at 12 seers per rupee. The wa~es fixed wer~ therefore as follows:-

Pies. 

Male CI... • •• a ... ... ::: ;~ 

, F emak Clas. ... a'::: ::: ::: ~1 
W k' h'ld {Maximum ••• 15 

or mg c 1 ren Minimum ... ••• 10 

But at the other works calculation was made according to the scale of rations 
laid down in Section.; 166 and 167 see Correction Slip No. 28). 

The ~rain equivalent was 40 ounces or 1 t seer"l. The grain in cO"l1mon 
use at the time wa'> maize and to a ct-'rtain extellt bAjra and jowar, all of which 
were sellillg at 1:3 seers per rupee. This gave the following scale of wages for 
the ddferent c1as'es of workers :-

Class 1--Diggers ••• ••• 7 pice (I f annas). 
" II-Carriers ... 5 II (It ann<l8). 
" Ill-Working children 3 1/ (1 anna). 

As fraction .. of pice are not now. used, the wages fixed were equal to-
Class I ••• 42 ounces of grain. 

" t I .. . ... 30" " 
" III ... J8" " 

That is, Classes I and III' received tWB and three ounces respectively in 
excess of the Code maximum. 

F or some weeks this scale was adhered to, but advantage was taken of 
• Sei:tt A the Code rule- to reduce the. wages of Classes I and 

OR.p • II by one pice each to see what effect it would have 
on the number attending the work, and as the number did not diminish to liny 
appreciable extent, the reduced scale remamed 10 force till the work was closed. 

The scale- of diet prescribed by Section 17 ... of the Code (Correction Slip 
No. a8) is adequate for <Eggers and carriei'll, but not for working children, especi
ally if they are over .0 years of llge. They should c~rainly get half of the 
allowance of Class I, whatever that may be. 

Payments used to be made hi-weekly, but no wag'" wer. paid for 
Su'Oday. or holidays. c, 

The average daily earning. of workers \fa. 131 piet or· nearly 41 pice 
This was leu tbaLl a half of what labourers empl4yed. elsewhere could get. • 
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The work. were therefore nnattractive and did not draw labourers from 

other works. When work was started at Barnall some of the labourers doing 
work at the canal and elsewhere returned, but this was because minimum wages 
werelaid to non-working children and dependants, and people thought that they 
waul be fed at their homes for doing nothing. This notion, however, did not 
last )(JDg, as from the next work, started on 2nd December 1899, the Code rule 
was strictly followed regarding payment being made by results at the test work 
stage. 

No labourers came from a distance. Those at work used to return to 
their homes in the ev~ning, though a few arranged to live in the villclges' .. c1ose to 
the wor~s. No difficulty whatever was felt by them in getting supply of flour 
and gram. 

lo-Gra!u;loUI r,lief. 

II-POO,-!Jouses. 

12-Mfscella",ous forms of "elie(. 

These subjects 00 not concern the GujTAt District, as we did not have 
any occasion to go beyond the test work stage of the relief. 

{3-Heallh 'of IllI atlect,d tracts. 

The health of the people has remained uniformly good throughout the 
scarcity period. There was some distress no doubt, but people gent-rally got 
sufficient to eat and dId not lose bodily strength, though they had to gIve up 
luxuries like ghi, mIlk 9nd 'un;. 

IIJ,.-Expenditu,.e. .-
The total work and cost on the test works, including the cost of Barnali 

Tank, is given to the following statement :-
======~-=-==-~-~~~======~========~==========-~-

As ESTIMATED. As 11.£CUTID 

--
EJ&jJend.tu,., • 

• 
NAMI 0' WOlllt. oJ c: 

..; " c: s: 01 

" " 
.~ ;:., E ." i ..s ~ li c 

c .~ 

~ 
.! 

C ! 
::I C :a '" § ;i 0 ~ s " " '8 ... :I 11; ~ ~ C¥: < ~ ~ tr.l E-< ~ .- - -- -

C. F. R-.A.P. Rio C. F ~s. Rs. Rs. R •• Rio 
RarnAh Tank ... 360,000 3 0 0 1.134 219.524 I.nt 36 16 

:~ 
10207 

Ula Musa*Dinga ROAd 44S.83( , 8 Cl 1.170 4 !S.IO.l 997 Sf 13 1,086 

No I &-clion, Ding •• 46 ... 640 :I 8 I) 1,200 46".64c 861 48 194 17 1,'" KUrt'" Road. 

No. 11 Section. Dinp- 10393-920 3 4 ~ .. ,~ "I'O~ 3t91~ 1111 53' 8, 40146 Khjn'n «oad. 

Dlnp. Khori Road ... '7'1' 8 2,a8i S25.38S 97~ 55 34' II 10391 
Dinp.M.,ho.,.l Road 1.74'04 I a 4057 2630431 48~ 32 187 I 7'· 

Total ... ~1,g60 8035' "'7 ',203 .6Ci to.-6s 

R. A.P R .. A.P RLA.P RLA.P. ~A.P. 
A....,. rate per 1.000 cubic felt ... ... I I ! 0 I 9 0 5 s 0 o I • 9 • , . 
A ..... rue .. dudl", B .. ",U ... - I • '. , 0 

I ~ • 5 4 o 0 ~ • 6 
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Excluding Barn41i, where work was not earried out in accordance with the 
test work rules, the average rate per 1,000 cubic feet including all expenses of 
-establishment and tools comes to Rs. .-6-3. 

The cost of tools and plant in all famine works is heavy. In our case it 
amounted to Re. 0-5'4 per 1,000 cubic feet, so that the rate of wages and 
establishment amounts to Rs. !I·O-II. The cost of Barn.41i Tank has nearly 
been double of the ordinary rates, resulting in a loss of some Rs. 600 • . 

The cost of tools and plant (Rs. ..293) is not a real expenditure, 
because with the exception of baskets and 20 per cent. of spades everything 
else is in store, and therefore the whole expenditure is not a proper charge to the 
works. But even if we take the whole cost of tools and plant into calculation, 
as well as what has been lost at Barncili, the average rate for all the works 
amounts to Rs. !I'9-0 per 1,000 cubic feet, which is lower by 7 annas per 1,000 
cubic feet than the rate of the Public Works Department. The total expendi
ture was Rs. 10,263 and was met from the following sourccs:-

District Funds 

Provincial Funds 

Rs. 

4,354 
•.•• 5,90 9 

The amount of Provincial Funds was spent from the grant of Rs. 10,000 
made by GoverlllT'ent for test works in thl<; district. (See telegram No 40, 
dated loth J.muary 1900, from Govt'rnmcnt, to Deputy C?rnl'~issioner, Gujrat.) 

'5-Stlsle?ISiOfJS of Revenue. . 
The folJowin~ <;tatement give'> all the' neces<;ary:information regarding 

suspen;;Qns that were granted botn In kh.uH 1899 and rabt 1900 :-

TAHSIL. 

Gujr6t 
Kh4tiin 
Pb41ia 

Telal 

GujrAt 
KUMn 
fh411a 

Toeat 

... ... ... 

.. 

... ... ... 

... 

... ... ... 
-

Acres Acres. Acre'! . 
542 ISo 37.611 32 •689 4,9~ IJ 
543 205 54./ 0 1 5J •l C)1 1.8 I ~ 

34' 207 74.006, 55,316 18,690 ,~ -- . 
115.420\ 16 1.427 51}2j lOS 7201 14°,302 

~ 
, 

"J R"b) '1)00. 

542 30 .727 20,81, 9-910 32 
S4J 11:12 41),918 34,356 6,,62 10 
342 140: 27,015 7,269 19.806 73 -- I-

"~7r 98.720 620442 36.2781~ -
T"tal 1M 18 91)-19 

54,1... 68.338 itlJ04 140833 2. 

54~'" ."... 6" ~ ~ 342... 101,08, 62,585 38"'9 38 

r--~--
61.691 

-
'0411 ... I 264. IIQ:a.742 I. 

AMOUNT or RXVENUB 
<,UhPIINDKD 

I----~-----------I I 

Rill R •• R!I RI • 

43.850 34,'14° 133 35 073 
52.398 4,.248 t"W6 44.644 
80.50 1 50 ,955 7,030 570985 -

1,76.751 1.118.543 9,159 1,3707°1 

48.870 117036G 735 :a8,101 
56.658 420447 Ij21 43.86. 
!8.689 16406 40 19 11,135 

• 
1.64.:n7 96,:aIO 6.915 1,03,194 

00. 

92.,110 .61.706 104M :t174 
1,0<).056 8s,69S 1,817 8.5u 
1.39,192 77.361 U"'49 89.110 

• 3040,g68 ~762 WS4 ,,,0, iI96 
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The }'ereentage of failed area in Philia is 61 per cent., but 64 gef -cent. of 
the demand of ",illages reqlliri1lg relie fwas granted. In Hith4r and 8ft of 
PMlia there are a large number of welts whiCh require more tender treatmeftt 
than purely b.1rani tracts, and therefore they "ere granted suspenSitl)RS yery 
liberally. In an the tahsns there were outstanding large arrears on account of 
suspended revenue of former years, and as the pre!§ent scarcity had added a 
heavy load of debt on the zamindars, proposals were submitted for the remission 
of all balances which were three years old. These were duly llanctioned, and a 
total amount of Rs. ~, ,6,644 was remitted as follows :-

.=-=e- - ~--~ --===: 

I Outstanainc of . 
Total 

remitted. 

Tah5fl. 

Rabi 1896. Kharff 1896. Rabi 1897 

, 
, ..... - II 

( . 
Rs • Rs. Rs. R .. 

• . 
Gujrat ... ... ... ... .. . .. . 7.S52 10.128 17.680 . 
KhAri:in .6.658 '5.649 

.. ... ... ... ... too .. . . .. 52.107 

Ph'lia ... ... ". tt • ... 50.293 '4.sS9 2t.775 1046•6S7 

--- - --
TotAl ... 50 ,293 l.n8.799 570552 2,16.644 

16-Advances and gifts to agricultl,rists. 

The agricultural condition described under Head 2 rendered it impossi
ble to undertake early sowings for the spring crops on Mrani lands, but an 
aHotment of Rs 60,000 was made to the district for seed advance<; should rain 
fall in time. The first ~hower fell on the J 7th of January, and though the sowing 
t imehad passed, sowin14s of barley, Uramrra and even wheat were freely made 
by those who had sf:'ed. It was, therefore, considered advisable to supply 
seed to those l'lmindars who were unable to raise it without great difficulty. 
Accordingly Rs ~3,26J were distributed for seed for rabi 1900. 

The resultc;, however, were not satisfactory owing to subse~ent unfavour
able condition of the weather. Of the 98,0) 3 acres sown later, 74,469 acres 
or 76 per cent. failed. 

Rain in the monsoon months of '900 being good, the em(grants returned, 
and extensive sowings for kharif 1900 were made, but no advances for seed 
were hdd necesc;ary. A fresh allotment of Rs. 60,000 was made by the .com
missioner, and Rs. 53,0')0 were received from the Charitable Relief Fund. All 
was kept for cattle. As soon as there was abundant pasture available, money 
was distributed for the purchase of cattle. No distinction was made betweep 
Provincial and chari.:able grant at the time of distribution, but lists of perlOils lit 
for oharity have been prepared and .aw.ads will flow be givon to them to t!te 
effect that the 'amount advanced to them is a gift from t~ Charitable Relief 
CommiU. 
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Altogether Rs. 53,000 'have thus been made gifts to agrleutt:urtsts 
H(i Rs. 50,110 have been advanced as loans1ty Government. lhe following table 
shows the distribution of the total sum;-

-==- -= r::m-

Tahsfl and tract. 

------,---1--- ------ --- --- ---j---1---i'-

r Jat4tar ... 
.: ' 
~ ~ Balandi ... 

(; l Total 

~ f Maka 

3 ~ Pabbl 

• 
.t . 

992 

... 2,°15 

479 

502 1 .. . 

981 I .. . 

7,0291 ... 
189 

Rs 

::c: l Total ... 2.214 1,218 

• 
( North N;.kka 410 

355 

810 
J 

Eastern Bir 
;! :;l i South N akka 

:. ~ithar and Bet ... 

886 

32i 

ISS 4,650 

RI. 

:I SO 20S Moo 

'91 7,"75 476 9.510 

34S 6,goo 

44 ',100 541 10,820 . 
3 75 

RI. R .. 
o IJS lo.gSo 

10$ 31070 0.030 

41.33° 

3,780 

45.\10 

10 16,58.> 

L Total ••• =- .. ,86 -=- ~_ ~ ,~SO '~n ::I~_:= 
.oo S.:l~9 4.985 200 \ 6,000 539 13.475 4,011 1)0.420 \ :11 5 13,21 ~ 10 3.110 Grand Total 

17-lncrease of debt and alienatlrm. 
The following table shows the transfers by mortgage, redemption and 

c;ales for the year 1899.1900:-

-=--= ....,.'1:----===... __ 
-'=' 'G' """' ':t 

MO[{TGAOE~ RIIDB'dPTIONS. SALIS. 

- -- ---._----- ~- - ... --
6 

, 
Arta. A", II. ~ .Aria. S cu 

YEAR J:; 

r:.: -- -- .M 1! 't:l 
~ ] II 

\ 

g <IJ <11 ::: "0 
i1 c 1:1/) <ii c .. ... ii If C 

i <'I E <IJ t>, ] i; II 
.~ II 

'" :. i'ti '" '0 11/ c .. 
", 11/ CS II 

!-- :; 
" ~c !-- "iii ~ QII foo ii " u U u -- --- -- --- ---- - - ----

II,crcs Atrcs Rn Hs Acret Acres. RII Rs Acres. Acres fl •. RII. 
S ,)Iears' aver.1gE • 

1889-18~4 
,2,6 ... 6 11,84. 14.780 ~.72,1IS 4,w9 4,160 6.167 1,35<662 3,280 2,654 3t:IJS 1.57.sSa 

5 year.' averngt. 6,610 150654 ! 8,78 l 9.32,461 8,794 8.393 10,089 3,69,233 S,lgS 4.'Ig6 S.205 ],7'.181 
'fi94-lt91) .,.,.+",.,,, 10 y.vs· aver· 14,',:af. '3.749 6,702 6,287 8,028 1,s1,443 '.539 3.415 4,236 ,,41" 

lijfe .1!8)1-I~ 

-'... "'I'~"'l""'" 14,078 r'S4'980 7oS6S 7,I'll 9.03t 3018.11t 4,83" lion" ,s,043 4014.319 

"--"--"'--- .... 
Deducting the amount of debt disCharged by f6demptions the amount of 

mortgage money and tbat realized by sale of land was Rs. 8 gq,6SS in the ,e. 
r899·'900 againgt the quinquennial.-verage of 1894-1899 ot Rs ',.3SJ4~. It 
exoeeds the decennial ''fcrage by Rs l,76,032 which in ordinary course ",out! 



16 

be attributed to the scarcity that ~evaiJed during the year. But the introduc
tion of the Land Alienation Bill stirred up the crtditcofs to secure their loans by 
obtaining mortgages, and therefore the increase of the amount of debt over the 
decennial average is mostly due to that cause and does not represent the increase 
of debt on account of the scarcity. Indeed in the pure bArani tracts stJ,It'4R4", 
were disinclined to invest capital in the land, though they made small advances 
if their old debts could by that course be secured. 

J e-lossls of stoGIe 
This subject has been discussed under Head " Causes of present famine. 

The loss of well and plough animals amounts to 41,576 anmals, and it will tak.e 
some years before this number is made up. 

The large importations of bhusa from the colonies during the present scar
city proves that if prices of fodder rise abnormally high, it is always possible to 
import it at the principal railway stations for sale to zamtndars. 

19-Cr,me 

The actual distress commenced with the failure of the monsoon 
rains of 11399, but July was the month when all hope of a kharif crop 
was lost Ul the worst affected parts, and therefore the state of crime 
from that month to tile tIme oj the monsoon rains of 1900 has to be 
reviewed to see what effect the di"tress had gil the conduct of the people. 
From July 18S9 to elid of June 1900, 1,3(0 ca~es of cognizable cri~e were 
rtported, but of those ,109 have been ... truck off, leaving 1,251 as admItted to 
have occurrtd The follov.mg table ~h(l\\ s the number of cases in each police 
"tatlOn from J ul y to June for th~ past the year.;; :-

---~----

"htin!ln 
1A'/I Musn 

no R.llh~'ly 
Ding-II 
Kuthtila 
Pflhnfil1\\all 
Kadlr.lh .d , 
GIIJrtit lily .. 

Do Sadar 
l l1lAlpur 
r'anAn\\ala ... 
~arlU Aurallg.lbad 

fotA! 

n 

... 

... 
. .. 

... .. .. ... .. 
-

==~~========~~==~-

\~ 

I 
"" ~ 0- t In ..:.. 

C.I (I) 0\ 
~ I (I.l ... ~ ------------

9~ I 1"' 71 
lJ4 120 \02 
63 77 71 

117 129 97 
149 151 135 
9\ 120 9, 
29 73 30 

71 I 97 6, 
164 199 158 

17 I 23 2\ 
12; H91 12.l 

59

1 

83 50 

1,125 1.3" 1.013 

8: ro 
0-

CO .. --
75 
tio 
70 

122 
108 
120 

56 
44 
20 
Iii 

u6 If 

47 

992 1-

Os 
90 

74 
98 

140 

210 
8~ 
68 

212 

29 
119 
63 

The total number, though above the average, falls short of the year J 896-97 
by 62. KhArian, Lala Musa and Dmga are the stations in the Maira or Gojra 
country, and the total number of cases in these stations is the shortest of the 
q' inqutnnial period. A large number of people had emigrated from these parts, 
and as there ",ere very few cattle left behind, crime has actually decreased. 
1 here arc a few bad villages "hieh are notorious thieves, and complaints were 
heard that during the time of the scarcity they robbed the travellers who passed 
by the-ir vil\ages alone. This was, however, not due to any want on their part, 
but being idle their thieving propensities caused them to commit small robberies. 
Beyond this complaint there was no indication of the increase of crime in the 
whole Gojl'a country. The case is different with the Bar and HitM,r. The 
GondAls, RanjhAs Kudnars, and other }At tribes of the BAr and Nakka are 
notorious cattle· lifters and ha\'e connections with thieves in distant parts. 

Both Kuth.1la Sheikhan and PahriAnwAli stations, as well as KAdirabad, 
show an increase in tnt' number of cognizable offences. The total number 
of cases in these three stations is 433 against an average of ~89 cases of 
the preceding fOlu years. Both PahriAnwali and KAdirabad extend to the 
Chenab bank. KuthAla Sheikhan has villages on the Jhelum border. These 
were all in a most prosperous condition where the BAr people took their cattle 

\ 



I, 
and.lso con.r,aitted.olfertces"henever. a~ . oPportunit1<Jccurted: It must: there
forebeadmlt~d that as far as the GO)fa country !sconcerned the IcarClty hal 
.ctuallybeen the means of a decrease of crime, but the con~uct oftbe B4." people. 
\1\Ihobave sti11pastoral. instincts has not been satisfactory. This is speciaUythe. 
case with Chhimmun Sihna. Chelianwali, ManjianwAli, Sohawa and some of the 
adjoining ,·itlagf!s. No offence of a concerted nature, however, has occurred, 
aimed at graindeaJers or others possessing stocks of grain, which might beattribut.· 
ed to want (!)f distress. 

to-Efflcl tJj I"e /am'-", ,. th'IIOI/', 
The worst affected P.8rts were the Eastern BAr of Ph4lia which ;s inhabited 

by J.1ts and the western haH of Maira inhabited by the Guiars. Both these 
tribes have connections in the two Bet circles, and it is an usual arransetnent 
rsmongst the people of the two tracts to help each other in times of distress; 
In the present scarcity this arrangement hag in no way been impaired. As 
soon as fodder became scarce both the J;1ts and Gujars took their cattle to 
\Vhere they had friends and relatives, and it is reported that they were hospitably 
received. 
. A rough enumeration showed that over 00,000 persona emigrated and 

received assistance and protection from thej~ friends ir, better circumstances. 
The absentees sent large remittances to their families to .tide over the difficult 
times. All this shows that social obligations have been fulfilled to the fullest 
extent. From the very beginning people seemed to have .been prepared for 
the distress, and the power of resistance shown by them _as good. If people 
are not interfered with, they would continue to help ~ach other as they 
have been hitherto doing. We carefully watched the extent of distress that 
actuallY prevailed, and as it did not assume such an acute form as to render 
the opening of famine relief works necessary, only test works were conducted. 
The politicaJ effect of all this has been good. People now know that they 
must help themselves as far as lies in their power, and the Government aid 
would come only when their own resources fail. 

II-Forlcasl of future of district. 

The amount of suspended revenue that is outstanding is shown below:-
===r=== = az_ ." ::;::::::Z::M:::S::c:tulL .• ".~ ( at !U .ucm.,t .,s •.. " ~ .. :ce: .c::::a .• ,~ -
Hacftlt for whlcb the .1II0cuat I., due. GuJr.t. Kb'rlu. PUIIa. Totti. 

-- ----- - - -
lb. Rt. Rio RIo 

tuff 1897 ... ... - tf,0!7 10,610 1.47$ 151 '41 

bil898 ... - - 3.644 16,105 .... 1 
., ,Oft 

ba.r Sf 18s18 ... - ... - - 1P4I I .041 

barHl899 .. ... - 34.486 44.644 57,SlBs ,II, 1,37 

.. bl 1(Il00 ... - - .,101 43,8GB ,1,1'5 IP,J 

,. I -1----L '-I 
-{ KbiJa • -.t3M' .. 

DttaU • 
JIt" .. , .... " • , 



· It is difficult to make an accurate forecast as to tbe time which will be 
n~llired to conect this balance. In addition to the Rs. g,St,SS.., due on account 
of revenue a sum of Rs. 1,34,915 is outstanding on account of advances maGe 
for leedand cattle. 

The instalments for the latter are such that they are payable after two years, 
and if nothing: unforeseen happens, tlsey will be cleared by kharU 190' The 
present kharff (kharlf I gco) is good e\'erywhere, but as it IS the first harvest 
after the scarcity, it is proposed to make no demand for the suspended revenue. 
In future harvests also the suspended items will be collected by easy instal
ments. Supposing the harvests to be ordinary or normal, it is expected that 
outstanding balance will be recovered before the year 190',03 doses. If we 
have good or bumper crops, a ye-ar will be saved i hut if the crops tum out to 
be bad, it w111 be found neceseary to recommend further remissions. 

~2-NoliclI olofficer$. 

The work "'as begun under the orders of my predecessor, Diw~n Tek 
Chand, Officiating Deputy Commissioner. In his incumbency the Barn41i Tank 
work was carried out by L~la Kesho Das, Extra Assistant Commissioner. 
That officer being inc.apacitated.by a £all from his horse, the Revenue Assistant, 
Lala Paira RAm, was put in charge, and when I took over charge of the district 
the Barn41i Tank had just been completed and affairs were being wound up. 
The rest of the test. works were carried on under my direction and control 
but under the supervision of Leila Paira Ram. I need say little about thj~ 
excellent officer i hiS character, his ability and hi5 «"nergy are well known, and 
I can only add that I found him to be an that could be desired. His weekly 
reports were clear and concise, and his supervision was excellent. ... 

The entire management of the works was in the hands of the District 
Overseer, BAbu J4n Muhammad. From first to last he laboured inc~ssantly 
and cheerfully, and I could wish for no better man In charge. He was 
responsible for all tasks, for all work done and for all projects undertaken. I 
found him painstaking, careful and thorou~h, and my opinion of him is very 
high, not only for his ability, but for his stnct honesty. HIS intimate acquaintance 
from former experience WIth the Famine Code was of the greatest assistance. 
During L~la Paira RAm's absence on casual leave in March he was in sole 
charge and wfote two weekly re~orts which were both very good. 



No. ,to L.r ~ aated'Cullit •• tat NCMtIIMr lpoo. 
From-LInteMat A. C. ELLiott, Deput1 eo...lnioller, GajrAt, 
To-1'heCollUlliaiotler aDC! Saperl ... dont, R._a1pladl Difltloa. 

WITH reference to your Circular No. u9-4u7, dated 9th November 1900, 
I have the honor to submit a report on test works carried out by Civil Agency, 
together with the statement prescribed by the Chief Engineer. 

Report on Test Works in the Gujrat District as required by 
Section 152, Punjab Famine Code, by Lieutenant 

A. C. Elliott, Deputy Commissioner, Gujrat. 
THE annexed statement prepared in accordance with Government Cir

cular No. 13~4, dated ~nd October 1900, shows the nature of works executed 
and the cost incurred thereon. 

A brief description of each work is given below:-
1. Barndli Tank.-This was the first test work started to gauge the 

extent of distress, but the instructions laid down in the Famine Code for lest 
works were not strictly adhered to. Wages were paid for Sundays, and depend. 
ants and non-working children were also paid at the minimum rate. Hence 
the cost of the work is nearly Rs. 5-8.0 per thousand cubic feet, which is nearly 
double the ,narket rate. BarnAIi is a large village in ~e heart of the Ie Maira," 
and has no irrigation wells. This tank has proved of great public utility not 
only to Barnali, hut to neighbouring villages also. ' 

11. Ltila Masa·Dinga Road.-This work was C'Jlrried out strictly in 
accordance with the prov!sions of Section 42 A of the Code, and wages were 
paid at the task rate, no payment being made for Sundays or dependants. The 
cost is therefore only Rs. 11·6-0 per thousand cubic feet, if calculated on wages 
onl1;'" but amounts to Rs. 2-9-1 if the cost of establishment, tools and plants 
and miscellaneous charges be included. This is slightly in excess of the 
estimated rate, and is due to the fact that in framing the estimate the actual 
market rate was taken and not the usual Public Works Department rate. 

3. Dinga-/Ol.dridn Road, Section I.-In order to ascertain how far 
the workers were actually needy or in need of relief, advantage was taken of 
the provision of the Code by which wages of diggers and carriers can be reduced, 
and orders were passed for a reduction of one pice a day· for each. Htmce the 
rate of wages is only Re. 1,13'7 per thousand cubic feet, and if all other charges 
are added, the cost is only Rs. 2·6·6 against the market rate of Rs. 2-8-0. 
The cost of tools charged to this work amounts to Rs. 194. The actual chargt:, 
however, is on account of baskets. If the cost of other tools be deduct~d, 
the rate would not be more than Re. 1-15-10 per thousand cubic feet, which is 
much less than the normal rate. 

4. Dinga·Khdridn Road, Se:tion II, Dinga-Kho,.i and Ding a' 
Magho'lt)dl Roads.-The above remarks equally apply to these works. The 
rate per thousand cubic feet of wages is the same, and the difference in ratt~ 
calculated on tot~l outlay is due to the charges on account of tools, which if 
deducted would give about Re .• -15-11 per thousand. 

The works cannot be properly called of a permanent nature, as the 
earthworlc is liable to be carried away by rain water. but the improvement in the 
state of the roads is certainly of public utility. A large embankment was 
constructed on Section I I of Dinga-Khari.1n Road to protect it from a torrent 
from the Pabbi Hills and to utilize for irrigation the water which previously ran 
to waste by directing it over land where a continuous slope carried it off. The 
QIlbaukment has proved of the greate~t benefit to some ten villages and has 
irrigated witb sail,ib some 1,300 acres of land round about '. Barn.11i where the 
autumn crops this year have been exceptionally good. ., 

There was a deep ravine on this road which obstructed traffic during 
the min., and this has been filled up with earth excavated .from a new tank dug 
up on the side of the road, so that this tank has actually COlt nothing. but 
has proved very useful to the neighbouring villages and to th4 travelling public. 

About a~)~ ~nes of roads have been. r~sed . ancl improved 'at a. co~of 
Rt'9;055! thus ~V1n& a·rate C?f Rs •• U. per mlle, including the costaf establISh .. 
_eDt, . tool. and plan~ and mlScellaoeous ~hatges. • 

The tota1~.oftool."p"t.J .~.to the.roads amounts to lb....... U W. bec1edUClOd from tbetotal outlay, the· rat~ ~mi1e' C()tne. 
,,,,1;1.31 •• 
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StatclAmt sno'IDitig Famt"neReUif Test Wo''''es c4""t'ed out t'n Gu;r,)t District u1Ui4rtlie 

ttG 

OXTAil, OP EXP.ENllJTURE. 

~------. ---_._--_._-----
c u! 

;;z' 1 
c;; 

Whether a 
, .... 

o 

Name of work. major or Nature of 
minor work. 
work. 

1--------1---1------1-----1-----------:-----
I 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

__ l---------------l'-------,·----------·l-~~----li--------I'--~----l--------I--------I----------

lI. 

I Barn!li Tank Minor 
work. 

• Uia Mllsa·D i n g a Ditto 
Road. 

3 Dinga-KhAriAn Road, Ditto 
Section I, Back4nan. 
walla to Attowala. 

4- Oinga.KhariAn Road, Ditto 
Section II. 

S Dinia-Khori Road... Ditto 

t-

tbe'll vjltion of 
earth,wGlrk. 

Barth-work ... 

. 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

6 Dingll-M a g how' I Ditto Ditto '''1 Road. 
! 
I 

I 

I 
GUJ~AT,: 

T4I aut NOfJcml",,' 1900. } 

Its. RSl Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

1,073 36 ,54 26 19 1,201 

." 

991 S6 13 20 1,086 

861 194 17 1,120 

220 530 81 

974 5:; 21 

71:t 

• No separate account for Sundays Willi kept. but Rs. ~S9 h~l'e 
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Clult"gl of Cwil Depart.eN p,.epat"ed in accordalttc ;"r"tJ~ Stclto" 152, Palljd Ftt';itte ttlile. 

DaT.ltL O. WORXING RAT"' 
fI) .. 

1-----------------__ _ • c 
E 

E1&;'"4It"r, on _4gI 
IIft,r d,aucf'''K 

jJmoullt ClCtually "old 
Oil oteO."l of Sund"ys 

Ollantlt)' of VJo"k 
dOHe 

1-----:----1------ -. 

By I By 
By Public Pj Public 

Civil De- Works CI\ 1 De- I Works 

menlo ment 

Raf't,r fIIut of 
"'0" Jan, for 

fIIIaps o~l)' 
(colulllns II 

and n) 

Ry 
R) Pnbhc 

::> 

"8 
'-' -= g 

" 1 ! 
-~ "8 
8': j 

~ I] ~ .~ 
..... C'G _ ." 

~~ ~ ~ :; 
menlo 0"" ~ ~ iii 

('1\'11 De- Works 
partmcnt DODart-

R."ARItIC. 

(Here al :lh~ the extent to 
"hleh the worlul are of 

• permanf'nt nature 
an<1 of dIStinct public 

utility or of tllmporary 
value and doubtful 

public utilIty.) 

I 
~l i! ~ 

-----1-------11

- --~-----I-------I-------------------
16 '7 1 S 19 20 -----------'1-------

~ 

I ."'m..... D."",,- •• t, .. '-Io., .. ,-

I .. 'I-~-I:--'3 ~- ."-

Rs. Rs C ft. eft. Rs. A. P Rs. 

... 466 

1-

997 418.104 , (j 2 

861 4"4.640 1 11 7 ... 
, 

3.914 2.110,869 

i 

I 13 8 ... 

) 

974 525,385 ... I 13 ! ... 

485 1630438 ... I 13 , ... 

C ft Rs. A. PRe. A P. 

I 
S.7 9 3 G 0 ThiS tank is for the ISle ot 

one of the Inrgest vII. 
tagt's of Malra (.ircle, 
(.oJ II of dlstlllct publIC 
utllu y. 

41~.I04- :z 9 7 :a 8 0 

I 
I 

464.640 2 6 6/ 2 8 0 

I 1 

I 

2.110.86') :a J 11 3 0 oj A I! these works Ire not 
of /I permanent nature, 
but of dl5tlllCt "ubllC 

I 
ullhty. espec,aIJ) urtbe 
ttavelill'" puLlsc. 

525.385 1 :z 10 5 . 2 8 0 

I 
I 

2630438 12 II 4 :I 8 o ) 

------------
btIn dcdlietecl froM thilamount in proportion to the ~king da)'tl. 

A. C ELLlOT'I, LIEUT. 

PlmJab Covermnenl Pres., Labof l$" 1901-2'" 
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No --, dated 2itt NOftaIller 1$100 

G.-U •• JI 

Prom-LteuteMnt.Colonel J. A. L. MOIfTOOXaRY, COIIII.I .. loner aad Sopet'loteDdent. R'wall'lndl Dlfl.ioa, 
To-TIMI Renalle ud '1 uncial Secretary to Go"rolllant, Panjab. 

I HAVE the honor to forward, in original, the report of the Deputy 
Commissioner of Jhelum on the relief operations of the past year, called for in 
your No. 1:144, dated 18th September. . 

:I. The district is almost entirely dependent upon rain for its crops; 

A t cU.... .. t fa' not more than 3 per cent. of the cultivation is 
011 a......... DO IIllne. •• d Wh h ( h . f I d lrngate . en t ere ore t e falnS al e • or 

were unseasonable, for three harvests in succession the result was nc.l.~ssarily 
disastrous. The wonder is that the state of things was not worse than it was. 
There was no real famine as regards human beings, but there was acute distress. 
The death-rate was nowhere abnormal, and there is no reason to believe that 
deaths took place from starvation. The eff( ct of the scarcity was felt in the 
great mortahty among cattle. A cattle census take:l in March 1900 showed 
that half the total number had disappeared. When the fodder famine became 
acute, some of the ra.ttle were killed for food. and some taken off to any placets 
where grazing or fodder could be obtainf-G, such as- the low hills near 
Jummoo, the canal irrigated tracts on the Chenab Canal,.&c. But a great many 
c1ied of starvation, and the traders in hides tndde large profits. 

3. To show the great shrinkage in the area whicp bore crops, I attach 
r II of a statement giving the ascertained facts for the 

• ure crops. lasl tl ree harvests. • 

'"'"4. Notwithstanding thf> di~tress, the people kept. themselves alive in 

S If 11 ftb 1 
vanous ways. Test works did not attract many, 

e ·re aace 0 e peop •• d h k f . an w en a wor 0 some Importance was com-
menced in thf" Pind DAdan Khan Tahsll the majority of the labourers were 
found to be malnly from the neighbouring villages. The people are self·reliant 
and ready to seek a hving ~nywhere. There are many soldiers in the army 
from Jhelum, and residents of the district are found. in China, the Straits 
Settlement, and even in East Africa. Many went off to the- Chenab Colony for 
a living. The Villages were very largdy deserted, but the bread.winners 
brought or sent home their earnings from time to time to support the women, 
children or old people that had stayed behind. It can be asserted without fear 
of contradiction that the people of the district have been in no way demoralised 
by famine. The spirit of self-help is strong. 

5. But a good deal of charitable relief money has been distributed for 
Diltl'lbutiOD of money for Meed and the purchase of seed, fodder or cattle; and large 

cllttle. advancec; have been gIven for seed and cattle. 
The amount so given could of course relieve only a comparatively sman number. 
I believe that in many villages the right to get the gift or adv.lnce was appor
tioned by lot among the most deserving. And those who had cattle wc::re flot 
slow to lend them when they could be spared. When rain came and sowing 
was ~ssible great exertions were made to put as much land under crops as 
pOSSible. Some people even dug their fields with their own bands j and an 
Instance is reported of a man harnessing himself with a donkey to a plough. Two 
facti have bt.en established in the late distress: The people are ready to help 
themselves and each other, and notwithstanding the grea~ mortality in cattle, 
when rain came it was possible to put a large area under crops. 

6. The district report shows (paragraph J) that the revenut' was 
S Ii of demand freely suspended, amounting from j.t. J 8,158 10 
.. ,.. au _Olle • kharif 18913 to Rs. 2,88,805 in ubi 1900, or an 

aggregate of RI. 5,79,490. The Settlement Officer informs me that it will 
probably be necessary to suspend a third of the demand for kharif 1900 also 
m TabsD TaIagang, and a few thousands in the other tahsils. • As a whole, the 



presentkharf( has been very good; but in parts of the district the rains were 
uilteasonable, and further help will be needed. Meanwhile DO attempt will be 
ID8de tocotlect ;fUspended revenue this harvest. : 

1. The figures in paragraph'7show that sales increased by. 6~ per, ~nt.' 
and· mortgages by 66 per cent. during 18Qc).,goo, 

LuI! afieDatloa aad «lase. and that the prices realized were rattler. f .. than 
in the previoDs year. The common say~ng was that the Land A1lena~on B,il\ 
had s~pped the mon~y-lenders frum giving money except on sales, a~d th~ 
very bttle land was bemg taken on mortgage. The figures do not estabhshthls 
assertion. I believe it is very probable that the Land Alienation Bill did to 
some extent stop alienations, that is, that 'the prospect of the Act prevented more 
land from chan~ing hands than was actually the case; and so far the resUlt 
was good. It 1S also doubtless true that the money-lenders themseh·es. felt th~ 
pinch of hard times, and in many cases had not the money to lend. Crime did 
Increase at one time, especially crime of a violent nature. 1 believe .. the true 
causes have been given in Mr. Estcourt's. report. Strong measures were tak~n 
to stop Idacoities, and as soon as the leaders' were captured robberies almost 
entirely ceased. 

8. All the famine works were test works. The majority of them were 
small works. The largest was the Jalalpur Canal 
in· the Pind Dadan Khan TahsIl. The number. 

of labourers on the latter at no time exceeded 3,000; they were paid at low' 
piece-work rates; nothing was paid to dependents. The outbreak of cholera 
necessitated the cloSing.of the work on the canal, and when good ratn fell it was 
considered unnecessary to continue the work as a test work. The result is that 
the canal has been only half dug. 1 hope it wilt be possible soon· to finish it ; 
it will- be a boon to the people, and remuneraitve to the Government. .."" 

V.miD,tllt worlu. 

9. The officers named by Mr. Estcourt in paragraph 22 a1\ did well. 
Noti ., f iii Mr. Yeoman supervised the work on the canal 

• 0 0 cera. with zeal and efficiency; a'nd of the'Tahslldars, 
Pandit Sri Kishan, of Chakwal) is especially deservin~ of comm~ndation for the 
manner in which he distributed famine relief, whether m the shape of fodder or 
)f money fonhe pu~chase of seed or caU}e. Mr. Estco~rt, who was officiating 
lS Deputy-Commlss1oner for most of the tune when th'c dIstress was most acute. 
llso dId very well. 
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" Paaal .. ke9ort, JbelolD Dlltric:t, .t;9-19OO. 

"' .. Duriot tbe ,eat of 18~ there was coDsiderable 'distresslnthe district, bllt 
it W'u pot foundn~ceBSal! t~ 

Brief ,efmIOCe ol..,t falftloe and thefr hlltor,. start any famine work.. Test 
w«I", were .tatted, but were not largely attended. 

I. The cause of the present famine was failure of the rain. during the wbole 
. "year of 1899 continuing down to 

Call ... 01 p ..... at fami"e (IIOtlce llllpeulo.., if aIl1.II"D ID the rains of 1900 This continued .1D81J9. 10-. of cattle, &c.) . ' 
drought exhausted the stocks of 

fodder to .uch an extent that half the cattle in the district died during ,899. A cattle 
ceDlUI was taken in March r /)nO, showing that 53,962 bullocks and 61,936 cows died during 
the year, and the losses under other beads was equally serious. Liberal suspensions of 
land revenue were given throughout the district. The amounts suspended were, fOf 
the whole district, as follows :- .... 

Kharif 1898 

Rabi 1899 

Kharff 1899 

Rabi .goo 
Il 

... 

... 

-
. .. 

Ra. 
18,158 

... 48,269 

2/24,258 

... 2,8S,~o5 

3. The parts wQrst affected were the tahsns of Jbelum and Pind D'dan Khw 
in all tracts away from the river, 

Area affected (refet' to any cla.e. spe:iany affeeted in the.. but the tabslla of Chakwal and 
a .... ). Rainfall and proportloo of area irtlgated, T 1 ls b dl ff d • a agang were a 0 a y a ecte • 
Only a .light portion of the tahsl1 of Pind Dadan Khan is irrigated by canals. 
The raiofall in the different taht;Us from January 1899 up to end of Septembc;r. Igoo 
W'aI as loDo". :-

I .~ .. Froln 1St From lit From lit Apri 
October rB98 April 1899- Octobf.r 1\)00 ltoo to 30th Tahlll. to 31st March to 30th to :lilt March September September 

1899, 11J99, 
1900, lpoG, 

- ._---------,... 

lhellllD 1'84 u'S<> 6'16 31'61 

Pind D'4an Khan - "SO S'19 1'27 IS'I5 

Chap" - 3'89 9'01 3'19 111'78 

Talaplll - - - - .'08 11'43 .'81 13'~ 

.. The effect of the drought was more ae~re OD the cattle than on the people, anll 
though test works were opened, 

Brief hlltory of the time of lcarcity. What cIa.... (a.mfDcUr., it was not fou'nd necessarY to-
laml.' or tOWII'people) InOltl1 .. Iorted to the worb, .!\ t th • t f' . J k urn em 1ft 0 amIDe worII. 
Teat work. were first opened at Sohawa on 19th November 1899 and in Pind Didan 
Khan on 12nd November 1899. The JaJaJpur Canal was opened as a test work ander 
the Canal Irrigation Department on 3rd February 1900. The number. 00 the 
latter work ftuctuated conSiderably, but were never much more than 3.000,' The numbers 
fell oft during June to about 500, when work bad to be temporari!y closed owing to an 
outbreak of cholera in the vicinity of the works, Good rain fell in July aad August, aDd 
the works were'formally closed on 11th .. August 1 goo, 'fhe works were at.tended ..,. 
l&aUlld6.ra aad kamlus. Tbere were no people attending the works from Native States. 

5. Prices were Dot so high u they were iu the famine of 1896-91,Wbeat 
, . was generally above r 0 teer' te 

, ...... aad ,-porte 01 1:1• ta, fal1IIre 0( carr,..,-power 01 the rupee and maise abMt.· ·.fa 
.n_,...olll4be aotedu tldt). seen. Grain wasfree1y h.~ 
lito ~ district, ana the ral1wa,Iwere foUy able to cope with aU the demuds.. . ' 



5 
11ae Importa aad export. from AprU 18gS to F'obrvasy 1900 were &I follows ~ 

April 18g8 to A"ilr8gg-

I.;"tl. 
186,660 maunda. 

Ap'11899 tl Fdr"lIr? 19oa

l."rtl. 
405,373 mauDds. 

Ex,"tl. 
'4,651 mauDds. 

EXI'''I'I· 
16.361 maaDd .. 

Nature of the work. atlllaed for relief, whther .. ordlllllr, 
Dllleriat Board work. or teet or fellef word. Namller of taoka 
..... u. of .-d or canal cooitnacied. 

6. The work. on whieb 
labour Wal employed were u 
fol1o".:-

(I). One tank at Sohawa. 

(2). 

(3)· 

Breaking metal {or road from Lilla Station to Lilla ToWll. 

Road from Haranpur to Pind D'dan Kiwi to LiIlL 

(4). Road beyond Bhllow'l. 

(5). Ja18.1pur Canal. 

7. The first tour works were undt"l' Ctvil Officers and the latter under PubliC" 
Works Officf'rs. Tw.:> Famine N:iib Tahsrldars ,were emp19yed on the last work, one 
being rcnucf'd when the numbers fell in April. No tasks wert" prescribed, work 
comple-ted being paid fer at rates such as were calculated from timt" to time to enable 
tbe workers to I!urch'lst" the amount of food regulatt!d an the Famine Code. 

NOll·n-orkln&, children and depelld,mts. 

, 
8. 1ht·rt" wert' no non-work

ing children or dept'ndants. 

9 As noted above there was no fixed amount paid per' diem to labourerq. AU 
Wagl!S Scale of d,"t employed and Its adeqllRey or Inadequacy. \\orks completC'd were paid for 

Method of payment Hnw often paid-weekly bl weekly or dally. at fixed rates; and it was ral· 
Wages for Sundays and ho1id .. y. EarnIngs of rell,,! labourera Il.S culated that as a rule the average 
compared Wltlt labOilrer~ employed elsewhere on ordinary works dId . d b 
Were any complaints made of famlM works attracllng hbour from ,\I Y wage ('arne vatle t"tw('C'n 
other works ~ Effect of nnel Bnl\ reduction to mlOlmUIII wage. one anna two pies and one anlla 
Supply of Bour and grain at rell~f works four pies. The people were paid 
10 gangs twic-e a wt'ck. It was not found that the carning!'> of r('lief labourers were 10 

high as to Induce labourers from other ,",orks to come to the relief works for employment. 

Gratultnus relief and charttable relief (numbers 0( death' of 
persons III receipt of grata,tous rebef to be noted) 

to. 'No gra'uitous relie' was 
distributed. 

Poor·bouses (death·rate to be speclaUy noticed). 
1 t. No poor.houses were 

opt'ned. 

" No mil'ct"IJaneaul forms 
M1Sc .. llatleo1l~ forms of relt.r, such at 'pioo,"g Hd Wl'at'iog oC relief were started. 

Disposal of ptoductll of such labour. 

13. The health of the labourers was generally good, and therp was no rise in the 
.... death-rate. Ther(' \\as an ou.t. 

Health of the Affected tract· deatb-rate. vreak of cholera in the adjolnioi 

villages about July and August o1Ving to the foul water people were drinking, but the 
outbreak confined ibelf to the villages and did not appear 011 the works. 

Exptod!tu .... 

By Civil 0 ffieers 
On ]aJalpur caul 

...... of ....... 

Total 

14. The- expenditure incur. 
red was a.s {"lIow. :-

Rs. A. p. 
12,063 4 9 
:.;J6,S9:3 :a 9 --... 

, 5. There .,,~e free IU.· 
peosionJI of revenu, jp'aDte4 .. 
followl:-
Kbanf '899 
Rabi 1900 



Gijl,-

In May 1900 (or bMsa for cattle 

In August Igoo for cattle 

Advances-

For seed for rabi 1<)00 

... 

'16. Tbe,follQllfiag" amounts 
were given to, agticultariJtI as 

advance. and giftS : .... ,. 

I.' . .. 
Rs. 

10,000 

90,000 

For cattle, July 1900, and for ,seed, JUlY19~O 1,00,000 

18/000 

7,000 

For seed, October Igoo .. . ... 
For cattle, October 1900 .. . ... 

17. It is almost impossible to estimate the increase in debt and alienation due to 
Increase of debt and alienation (ver,. briefly). famine. It was a common com

plaint for me to hear in the 
district that mon~y·lenders would not any longer lend money on land security for fear 
of the operation orehe Punjab Land Alienation Act, but statistics which have been 
gathered from time to time do not really bear out that contention, thougb they do show 
that at one time there was a preference for sales compared -with· mortgages. 

The figures below for J 89R.99 and .1899-1900 show that there was a considerable 
increase in both sales and mortgages;.,... 

IS98-99. 1899-0 0. 

r--..A ,,- A. "-\ 

Yalu,. Value. 

Rs. Rs. 

Sales 2,333 6;75,642 3,930 9i 2.4,76r 
Mortgages 2,454 5,51,°31 4,080 7,43.875 

Personally I am inclined to think that though the prospects of the now Jaw may 
tend to make the s~hukar rather more tight-fisted than he used to be, he has himself 
been affected by [amine in the same way as the zamindar, and that since his realizations 
must with the succession of bad harvests have been poor, he has not had so much money 
to lend out as formerly. ' 

18. As I have pointed out in paragraph 2 above the losses of stock have been very 
, heavy, and it is difficult to see how 

,Loase, of stock. (The possibility of Importing fodder may be this could have been revent d 
dllCUSIerd bere.) • P e • 

The means of communication into 
the middle of tile district are very poor, and when bhUsa was selling at a maund and over 
~o the rupee in Jh("Jum it was fetching .two rupees a maund at Chakwal. Opening up 
:he Talagsng Tahsil by a good road from Talagang to Injara would be of great use. 
Fodder can be imported, and in fact whe-n a ~rant of Rs. 10,000 was made to the dietricl 
from the Charitable Relief Fund for the purchase of bhUsa the whole of this money was 
;pent in buying bhusa and getting it conveyed (lut to the tahsils. The cost incurred in 
~arriage and waste was, however, very heavy. 

19. The three months of December 1899 and January and February '900 saw a 
great outbreak of crime. Thirty 

Crime. casrs of dacoity were reported, in 
th~se three months j whereas during the preceding year there had only been one such case, 
It is not possible to account for this merely as due to the influence of famine, as many of 
the perpetrators were fairly well off. It was, 1 believe, due to a great extent to the 
influence of one Karimall of the Rawalpindi District, who with his associates committed 
one of the early dacoities in this district and defied capture for some time. The outbreak 
of crime collapsed as quickly as it bt'gan. 

" '0. During July, August and September of the present year there have been-
Effect of the famitle oatho piIOpl~_ demorallaation or power plentifu~ rains, and sowil1gs have 

of resistance sbown by them, alld tho political eifoct of reliel been will above the average. The 
meatllrea. excessive rain in September and 
the delay of theraitis in Jul)baveto a great extent spoilt what would otherwise, b",.been 
a. bumper harvest; but the aua sown alld the area prepared for ~e rabi sowings have clearly 
shown how well prepared the, people are to endeavour to retrieve the losses of the late 
harvl!;3ts. Throughout their digtresB they have sbo",;n great patience, only clamouring for 
hel~ when tbe rains came. and 'it was important that relief in the way of advance 'fot 
grain should be quickl! di"tributed. 



.. t. The. prOlpects for the tabi are at present 
FGII'IQUt of fGt1lre of the tll_rlet, tIM &mODllt due to Gcmtrll' 
~ U tc'ft ... u4.4,,"e ... alld tbe period wlthl. which It CIUI 
_ncoYered.. 

Revenue 

Advances ... ••• 

very srooci. an d provided there Is 
a little· raiD abOut the end of 
Decembet there should be DO need 
(or anxiety. The total amount due 
to Government on account of 
arrears is a8 follow. :-

. .. 
R •• 

5,69,854 

A great part of this will probably be realized in April 19o1, but I do Dot think W4!! 
can in any way l'xpect to r~alize the whole till a yl'ar later. 

22. The works ill this district were not of any great eilte and call for DO pal ticular 
comment. Mr. Yeoman. Public 

Notices of oftieer.. Works Df'partme-nt, wa. in cbarge 
of the works on the JalAJpur Canal, and was inde-fatiguable in his t'xf"rtions to personlllly 
supervise 311 that was going on. Ram Tlkiiya, the Hospital Assistant on the works, bad 
very trying and hard work which he did WIthout complaining, and hf' did particularly good 
work when cholera broke out in the villages near the works. walking from village to 
VIllage and treating all be could. Other offic<'rs who, I think, did particularly good work 
are ?andit Sri Kishen, tahsildllr, Chakwal, who \\orked bard to derive the maximum of 
benefit for his tahsil from tht" allowanc<,s granted to him for bhusa, cattle :tnd seed, 
Chaudhn Sultan Ahmed, T ahslldar of Pmd Dadan Khan, and' Nawab Khan, Tahatldar 
of Ihelum. 

E. A. ESTCOURT, 

DtpII'l Co".missioner, 'J",I.",. 


