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PART A

WAGER

 The statistics of wages presented in table No. 28, and its subsidiary tables Nos. 29 and 30, are compiled from
half-yarly returns, received from District officers, purporting to show for each district the average for the preced-
ing six months of the wages per month of certain labourers and artizans. By far the mostimportant clags of
bour is agricultural, and the record obtained entirely fails to give a reliabls indication of the remuneration of
labourers. This result is due to the inherent difficulties of the problem, and the practical impossibility of
getting the untrained reporting agency to make the necessary allowances for the varying conditions of employ-
‘ment. Payment in kind is commonly practised, either for the entire wages, or a¢ a supplement to cash wages,
‘and the supplements vary according to the season and the nature of the employment. The regularity of +
_employment also varies greatly, and employment is practically nowhere continuous throughout the yeer. The
most common expedient for avoiding these, and other diffienlties, is to return cash wages for labourers emplom
~in towns or their neighbourhood, which are in no way typical of the rates prevailing throughout the district. )
~ same difficulties are also encountered in collecting information as to the wages earned by village artizans, and
the Yesults are further vitiated by assuming that masons, carpenters, and blacksmiths necessarly earn the same
~ wages. The wages of horse-keepers are recorded with the least inaccuracy, but even if they are taken as typical
~ of the wages of domestic service generally, the class represented i$ unimportant.
- The selection of the districts, for which figures are published in the tables, is also faulty, as the districis are
~ not typical of tracts having similar economic conditions, but are those originally selected according to their climatie
- character and rainfall for making returns of the prices of food-grains. '
~ Measures are now being taken to replace the present faulty returns by more scientific methods of investiga-
tion, whose object will be to ascertain the standard rates of wages in each district or homogeneous tract, and to
0 permanent changes in those standard rates as distinet from short period fluctuations. The most import-
_ant feature of the new method is a regular wage census to be conducted unce in five years, the first of which will
be taken in 1911.
. Tables Nos. 31 and 32 are the record of wages paid in certain State Railways and Government Establish-
‘gents as well as in some Industrial Establishments in various parts of the country. '

~ The figures in table No. 31 are reported annually by the Director General of Post Office, the Agent to
‘the East Indian Railway Company, the Manager of the Norch Western Railway, the Irrigation Department of
the Government of Bengal, vhe Public Works Department of the Government of the United Provinces and the

ccountant General, Military Department ; and those in table No, 32 are supplied by the owners or managers of

' different industrial concerus. 1 )
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