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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

Scope and Source of the Statistics. 
This Volume is the thirty-fourth of th s ri s whi h wa omm ne din 1 7. It in lud B statistios up to 

' t he year 1917, and in some as s up 0191 .'" In tb pp ndL - war pri sand fr i ht& bay b Jl brought 
up to D e rob r ]91 _ 

2. As in h thr 'e previous issues (which w re in r ali th first tIn of n w seri SA o.n att mpt h o. 
b en mad to summari, ,as W 11 as to analy ,th moy m nt in pri os during r nt y arR. Tb lum ia 

,. divid into three parts, mz. (1) Wholesale Prj ,(2) etail Pri s, ]ld (3) Wag , Th Appondi e in Iud 
(1) the average prices of ri ,wheat, cotton and jut , i h index num rs whi h form tll basi of hart 
No. 1 (Appendi A); (2) a Ii t of ar j I s for 'i bi h whole ale pri as ro r port d in the provin and th 
numb l' of mart in eaoh roporting provine ( pp ndi · ) ; (3) th area and o,-port statisti of cert&in tapl a, 
province by provinc · (Appendix ); (4) quinquenr ial wag ensus r turns ( . pp ndi F) ; and (5) as aIr ady 
noted, prices and freights in alcutta. from th nd £ Jul 1914 to ih nd of c rob r ] 91 (Appendi' ), 

Throo cbarts have be 11 ins rt d sh wing (1) inde' numb rs of pri of ri , h at, ott n, and jute, 
(2) dec unial av ra e index number of curt nc pric s, CUI! n y wa.g s, )' al wages, and prj s of f d
gra.ins, and (3) a.nnual veraer index numb 1'S of Clltl' nc ric 8, cun n y \Va es, r 0.1 wag s ftnd ri s of 
food-grain. . 

3. Wholesale Prices.- Th ourc s of the statistics in Tables 1 to ar mainly the fort,ni htly 
returns from 8 1 ted m rk ts in ach PI' vin e furnished by 10 al autboriti Band th m l'k t 1 uts 
publish d by hamb rs of omm rc. TlHI for nightly whol sale prices ar th s g min a wl101 0.1 
transaction on th last day .of a h f rtnight, or th n arest mark t day, and unl 8S whole 0.1 transa ti nR 
have actually tak n pIa e, no pric ar qnot d. Th pri sal' only qlloted for tho mark ts wh r tb 
artiel s in que tion are sto.pl~s f local trade. T11 ]. turns are f rwardcd by istri t :ffi 01'S to tb ir 
of Agricul me or L nd. R cords, and, in the ase f Madras, t th Board of R v nu. Aft l' X minati en 
retur ar for Maed to this cpartm n.t. It may b not d that a whol so,] tro.Dsa tiOll iF! tal' 'n to b on 
in hich. ot le8s tban,10 maunds of food-grains, ds, al'ass a!,d stro.w, 0.1 d 11 n 11lmd of otb r arti I s Sll 11 ns 
turmeri ,tobacco, t., chauge llands. In the se of live-sto' k, prices ar qu t d p l' flCOr ill t11 Of all p 
and p r pair in th case of bull ks. The total nllmber £ arti Jes for wbich whol snl p~'ire, 0.1' r port d, as 

• shown in App ndix ,is GO, and ther arc 120 R pamtc martA from wht h l' ports nre rer iv d. ricos for 
30 of these arti les Rbowing 71 marts are published f rtnigbtl in d,e SupplAID nt to t11 Ga~ tie 0/ !nelia, and 
tbos for 25 articles, showina transacti ns in 92 marts, aJ" record d in this Vohm1. 'J'11 p ·i cs qu t d fr 
the 'hamb rs' mark t reports are those for the fir t we k of J anllary and July in a h y ar' but wh l' 

quota.ti ns are not a ailable for th fil'flt w k, thos for th . s 'and or n at st w k 0.1' taken. 

Tables 9 to 12 d 0.1 maillly witb pri s { certa.in stapl comm diti s in tb nit d Kingdom whi h af 
compiled from the Ee nomist,. th om Trodf' N ws, et . I 

4. Annualav r g prie spaid b th upply and Trap R ort orps for 0.1 ti I s for on llmption of tro p at 
certain e1 ted at tions in India ar al gi 11 ill Tabl s ] 3 and] 4... Tb g 0,1' "contra t p.j 8" and do 
not always corr spond with th mark t pri es f similar al'ti 1 8m ntion d in Otll l' tables. Tl1is may b , t 
some extent, dli to tb fa t that tb grade of the ommodities is not th same in both co. s, an Iso to th 
fact that contra 'tors, owing to a stcady d mand £01' a omparativ ly Jar supply thr u hont the y al', n 
afford to s Jl a a. slightly cboap r pri . • 

5. Retail Prices.- (Tabl s 15 to 18), l'he til Pric s publi h d in this Volume ar th08 A inT-
ni h d fortni 'htl by I 0.1 authol'jti s uncleI' ord TS of th Oovernm n1, of India iuc ] 872 n] are th prj at 
the jstrict Head-quarter '. It may b not d that the distri is in arb Provin re l'ougbly gr uped tog thol' 
into homo n 011 ir Ie" with sp ial J' fer n to their limati ham t r and their l'ainfall. Av rag s ar 
sttn k for a gr s v II as for ach Ptovin . Th distri t return 0.1' supplied, o.s in the o.so of wb I -
sal prices, hy Dlstri ,t ffi. IS to the Director or Agricllltur or Land R 01'<1/01, and, in th s of Madras, to 
th Board of Revenu . nljk wh I sal prj s, th y arc in v ry cas the pl'j os in th Head-quart rs of tb 
distri ts and are qu t , usually in s rs (0£ tolas) per TUP e. For the sak f ompari 00, how v r, with 
\'I'oole Ie pri es th hay been quot d a, th prj 0 (in rupees) p r maund f 2'2 G Ibs. 

6. The Checking of Prices Returns.- Th s atisti s of pri s w}Jel1 furnish to this D p rtment 
llre nxamin d with the ri s in n ighbou1'ing distl'i ts an are also ompar d with tb whol sal pri of th 
same article for the sam, district and the n i bhQ rin distrj ts. Dis J' pan i s w11i h 0 Cllr ar brought to tb 
notice ')£ local auth ritieR from time to tim . 

7. Wage Statistics.-The Wa e stati ti s in Tab! 19 lor aJu histan a.nd c rtain Indian tat 
are complIed from half-ye J.Jy r turn furnish d by P liti al ffi rs. Th y ar 116 m nthly a. rag II of the 
wages paid to certai labourers and arti DS in e b dil4rict during tb last ix month 01 acb y aT. wing to 
the somewha.t probl mati '0.1 a UTa y of th ~ half-yearly returns, tb y h v been j contil1u d in all the Briti.,h 
Provinces in India xcept Briti h aluchistan. In their pIa a quinqu nrual \Va n us bas b en sub tituted 
exe pt in th ntr 1. Pr vince , \Vb re an annual eturn is in vogue·t Tb fir qujnllu l1Dial wag c nRUS was 
taken in 1911-12 and t.he cond in 19]6-17 t an til .Ii ur 8 of th hav b nons r d antI 

<. The prcviou volume h Oglll'es up to 1910 allel ill u, ca.' 8 up to 1917. 
t 'fTid Table" . 2 ,poI 162-107. 
t In C(lOTg tb cen U \Iii. tnken in August 191 . 
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ins rted m the Volume as Appendix F. Tables 21 and 22 ar compiled frolt1 retuxns furnished by 
th Post om e, tat , ailwaya, worksholls and bu ineas sto.blishmonts, collieri s, mills, tc,. 'Ibe qnestion of 
the improv ment of wage statistics, sp cially industrial wage~, has becn taken up by the overnmont of 
India. 

8. Furth r details on th 011 tion and compilation of thea statistics of Pric s and Wag s will be found 
in Appondic s B and in Volum I of the Pri s Enquiry Committ 's Boport. 

Fluctuations in Wholesale Prfces. 

All-India Pric in 1917 as compared with 1916 and 1913 
9. Comparison with 1916 (the rreceding year).-Th annual av ,rag whol sale pI'i e of 24 

artiel s f country P!oduc , including live-stock, in India was in 1917,4. P r cent hi rrher than in 1916. 

The articles which show d a rise were as follows :-Cotton (raw) (35 p 'nt), turmeric (28 per cent), ghee 
(9 p r cent), ragi (5 per cent), sugar (refined), wheat, wheat, (flour), ja var, and all).um (4 pe oent each), 
cotton se d and plough bullocks (3 per cent each), tobacco leaf (2 p r cent), and mustard ane. r p se d 
(1 per cent). Linseed and sheep showed no iluctuati n. 

Those, on the other hand which showed a £aU were :-Jute (raw) (13 per cent), arhar dal (1.1 per cent). 
ric (9 per c nt), b'ar! y (8 P r c nt), bajra (5 p r cent), maize (3 per cent), and gram, sugar (raw}, and poppy 
seed (1 per cent each). ' 

10. Comparison with 1913 (the pre-war year) ,-The annual averag whole~al pric of th U 
articl s r f rred to above, was in 1917, P rent hi 11 r than in the pre-war year, 1913. Turmerio Bhowcd a 
rise of 60 p r cent, surrar (reUn d) 50, urrar (raw) (gTlr) 32, cotton (raw) 20, <lOttOD s ed 12, plough bullocks 
18, wheat (flour) 16, wheat n.r~d gmm 15 each, 8h p 113, n.rhar dal 12, tobacc 1 af P, barl y o.Dd maize 6 
ach gh 4, n.nd jawn.r 2 p r c nt. 

Therew~,ontheotherhand,afal1inth pri so£ poppysed (27 p' r. nt), jute(raw) (25 per nt ), 
mu tard and rap s ed (19 p r nt), sesamum (1 p r 'ent), ric (9 p r nt), ragi (7 p r cent), and Hn/l ed 
(5 p r c nt). Bajra show d no ohange. 

In short, th averag pri es £ r all India in 1917 as 
of Ioodrrrains ( c pt ric, £O,rri , and bajra), surrar, 
I ai, and liv -stoel', but a fall in t xtil s, il B ds ( x 

ompared with pI -war pri s, show d a rise in the C8 e 
b e, eott n (raw) , 'otton s d, turm ric, toba c 

pt otton sed) rag; and rie , 

Wholesal Port Pric * in 1917 as compared with 1916 and 1913 
11. Comparison with 1916 (the preceding yeaJ').-As compar d with th year 

pri s f ric in 1917 h w d a fn.ll f 16 per c nt in Rangoon 13 p r cnt in Calcutta, and 1 per cent in 
Madr s. Wh at prj S TO Ly 1G P r nt in araclli, a d 10 rent in Calcutta. Jaw{jr and bajra 
show d a fall of 12 and G p l' C nt, resp ot.iv ly, in Karachi. al1d gram advanced by 2 P r nt in alcutta. 
'l'h r was , iall of ]0 p r nt in th pri of arhar dal and of 6 f r nt ill 1hlt of raw jut in nl utt8 . 

. Th p r nta rise ill th pric of raw cotton was 50 in al utta, 37 jn Karachi and 34 in " Madras. Raw 
sugar (gur) ndvanc d b [3 P r c nt in Calcutta but f 11 by 10 por cent in Madras. Th pri of h ' f!howed 
11 rise of 19 p r cent in a.Jcuita" hIlt a fall of 3 p r nt in Madro.s. Ther was a iall of 3 p r c t in the 
pri e of otton se d in Karachi. R p and mu t rd ' dhow d an &d ance of 5 per ent and rne d a 
d line of 6 p r c nt in ,alcutta. Tbere was a ri s of 23 per c t in the prj f turmeri nd of 2 pp-r 
cent in tho.t of tobacco 1 at in Madras. 

12. Comparison with 1913 (the pre-war year).- C mpar d with th pre-war year (19l3~ 
tho pri of wh at in 1917 howed ri s £ .... 3 pre nt in K fa hi and 18 p rent in alclltta, whil that 
of ri sh wed a {aU of 28 p r nt in Rang It , 8 per c nt in lal 'utta, nd OJ p r nt in Madras. 'Ih 
pric o£ Jaw r £ 11 by 8 P r nt and that of b jra by 1 per c nt in arachi. Arhar dal Ah w d a ri of 11 
per 0 nt and gram f 2 P r Pllt in alau tao l'h rise in th pri of raw ,ugar (our) was 40 p r nt in 
Cal u tta and 25 per ent in Madr S. Gh • bow d a ri of 1 G pIC 11 t jll al u tt and 3 per cent 
in fadras. Th pric of raw cotton advanc d by 43 per nt in Madras and 36 p r c lt in Karachi but 
fell by 1G P r nt in alcutta. Raw ju , rap and mustard s d , and lin. ed·al 0 show d a faU of G, 4, 
and 2 p r nt, r spectiv 1 , in alcutta. Prj cs of tUrm ri and t bacco lenf ad van d by 24 and 5 per 
cent, r sp t iv ly, in Madras. 

F~uctuations in Retail Prices 

All-India Price in 191r as compared urith 1916 and 1913 
I 

13. Th r was a g n ral d cli n in th retai l pri es of food-O'rains in 1917 a compared with the previous 
year, bat general advan ( pt with r aard to ic, jn..war, kaJ;lgni and maize) as ompared with 1913, 
th pI' -war yoar, tile av raa :fiu tuation for all In,dia in 1917 b inO' a faU of 2 p r c 'nt as compared with 
1916 but a ris of 5 p cent as compar d with 1913. ait showed ris in 1917 lUI ompar d with both 1916 
and 1 S. The rise i 1917 as om par d with J 91 ,th pr -war y ar, was in alt 51 pe oent, gram 
~4 p r cent, wh at and arhar d8.l 12 pre t eh, bar! y 7 P r c nt and . a and ragi 1 per cent 
ea h, Rice show u a fall f 4 P r c nt. Prio of jawar and maize I orded no fiuctu tion. 
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14. 

Pr~es and Freights in Calcutta at the end of December 1918. 

Kara hi roo e 

and 7 P r It in 
nt ill Cal utta, 

12 p I 

nt in 

16. Th Tabl sin App ndL G h w th m v m nt in 0.1 utta f wh 1 sal pri s of 75 prin ipal arti I 
of consumption and uf tail prie s of 46 articl s of fo d at th nd of aeh m nth sille th tl br ak 
of war, from July 1914 to ' e ,mb r '191. Tb yal showth rat s of fr ight ir 10 aJcutta durin th p fl d. 
Whol al prices ar mpil d from th aleutta Plic U,rI nt and Mon y Mark t p rt publisb d b th 
B n al amh I of orruu rand" apitIl.I," r tail pri . s ar compiled ir m th 10.1 utta MUl1icip 1 Mark t 

p rt, and th rat of ir ight from tJl 0.1 utta Pric urr nt and .Mon y Market. R p rt. 

17. Pricell.- Th av taO' ris in tb 'whol, al pric s of all tb 7Q articles was]2 1 r tat. th nd of th 
first year f war, 20 p r .ent at th n,d of th s cond y ar, 4.2 p r nt at th nd ()f th thjrd y ar, 7 p r 
c nt at the nd of th £ urth aI, and 8 per nt at th end of mb r 1918, boy tbe J vel f July 1914, 
th p riod just b for th outbr ak of war. 

Th most r mark ble rise in the groups of articl s at th nd of D c rob r ]91 , as 
tb pric at th nd of July 1914, was in otton roanufactur s (199 p r nt) and m t Is (1 p r nt). 
Tb ris iu co ton (raw) was 107 pcr c nt, u ar 2 p r cent, f d grain, jute manu! tur ,8 

nd th r t xtile 53 p r nt · a h, and ther raw and manuiactur d arti I II 9 pre nt. n th 
tb r hand, tea showed a. faU of 12 p r c nt. Th gr up oth r articles of f d omprising ndim uta, 

spic s, b. ; and salt, showed an in rase of 127 p r c nL. 

1 . The following articl S flhowed fluctuations ~bov GO per c nt :-
Por Oll t l1g of 1'180 . POJ'C ntag of ;ria. 

3 0 1 2 
29 0.2 1u 
26t1 95 
324 8(1 
~I:I~ /9 

birtingll . 254 , 1101's 79 
:!44 'op r 'Bl'LLzi ra 'k 
21 I 'ugl\.J', Mauritius 75 
.. 1.~ RAp 72 
189 Sugar Java.. T.M. 72 
J 3 ColtJ, 2nd 01 SA Jborria 71 
1 1. b ,2nd qUl1lity 9 
),7:; H SS ll\1\ ('loLh lO~ oz. \12 
172 Tin blook 62 
171 Arhardii.l . . 60 
J70 'altpetr (crud 10 r 0 nt) U() 

IG9 LiM cd ~ 
] 57 Maize 

ngl1l l(j~ Wool, n.w 1)6 
114 Mu taro. oil, 2nd qu llty 54 

show d ris { 34 
salt 
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19. The followin' statement c mpar s th' risl) in food-pnces in alcutta. at t\le nd of ecember, 1918, 
with that in certain oth r cOWltri s abroad as far as data ar available:-

Country r t,own. 

Bwou n (Oct. , 19)5) . 
Norway (D 0 ., 191 ) . 
Vi nna ( ug" 1917) . 
Hniy (Rom ~ ( 0,., ]91S) . 
]1'0.110 (Pa.ri ) (Jan., 1919). 

witz rlo.J1d (D 0., 191) . 
IJnitod 1 iugdom (l HtJan., 1919) 

lin (Nov., ] 916) . 

• )1"" nt. 
21 «(1,) 
175 
173 
149 
14S 
l:li!(/i) 
1::10 
III 

onniry 01' toWIl. 

RoU/Uui (Amst relam) (' c., 191 ) 
Denrnu.l"k (Jan" ]919) 

ano.d (Doo., 1 IS) . 
llited • 'tu.to (15 p., .1918) , 

N w Z a land (Jan., 1919) . . . 
outh Africa ( ap Town) (Nov., ]0)8) 
1I !1~r o.li& (D 0" 19) ) 

Cnl utto. (u nw('ightcd) (nec., 191 ) 

.P t outage riso 
us compared 
with July, 

1914 

Per Otlnt • 
10~ 

G 
84 
7:(c) 
45 
4'~ 
3u 
34 

Notc.-Thc IIg~res for Berlin nnd VI onn Are bll1cd on artiJloially Oxcd mnxlmum prioel I> Ollll.TC llot theTefore comparable with thOlOe tor t~A other 
countrl" . 

20. Freights.-Freights from alcutta, which r £1 t generally th rat s rulin a at he ther Indian ports 
show d a downward tend ney at tb end f D c m b r 1918. Th ro.tc for many ar iel s OWib1g to scarcity 
of t nage and restri tions in busine s wer nominal. The ir ight for jute to the United Kingdom, which 
advanc ,d as hl h as about 18 tim s th pr -war mte, am down to 11 times ill De mber 191 '£h 
followin tabl shows th 1 vel of fr ights at tb nd of a h y ar sin e 1914, as compar d with July, 1914 
(th pr -w r p ri d):-

Index numbers 01 11' 1'ght rate8 

Arti )' 

Rio am.1 wheat 
Ootton 
Tea. 
JTides 
Jute 
bUn, • 

End of July 
HH4. 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

END OF DlIOBMDBU. 

__ 1_9_14 _ _ ,1 H)15 _J ___ 19_1_G_-,"- _ __ 1_9_17_ 

I 0 
· 173 
120 
120 
)73 
1110 

'Wages. 

600 
547 
136 
:l12 
647 
3 0 

1,460 
1.300 

136 
I)tIO 

1.300 
1,067 

1,46 I 

1.$00 
57 

nou 
1,77 

NomiulI\ 

miuR1. 
D . 
00, 

1,120' 
1,111 
93~ 

21. Th half-yearly statisti of wages of skilL d and unskilled labour paid in districts £ British:r dia 
ar , £ r r asons air ady xplained, no long r I1vailabl: A quin u nnial wag 11SU J th fir t of 
which was tak nin 1911-12, andth s ond in 191G-17t,was institut d in pIa £ h e haH-y ady .returns. 
Th r turns for th ' entral rovin es ar , how v r, now annual. \Ya s in th ntral Provin s from] 909-10 
to 1916-17 will be fOWld in 'l'abl No. 20. Tl1 waf! statisti S 011 ct d in tb first and s cond quinqueunial 
wag nSus s hav b n incorporated in th ohun IiLS an pp ndix. 

~2. TIl wag stati ti s of th entral PI' vince for 1910-17 show that ther was n great fiu tuation 
in th rtf wag s as ompar d vith th pr vious y 801'. Th gen ral standard of wages was n t adv rs ly 
aft d ov r the great r. p r 01 h otton tract as th prj· of otton was hjgh throughout tb car, alld 
h lab ur availa.bl va not equal to th st a demand Lor it in th otton Mill tton Factori sand 
il Mills. Th abnormally high raiu£all of the year r sult d moreov r in a luxurious growth of we ds, and 

much mor labour than uSl1al s ]' qui)' d for th \ diJj of otton and jawar. All vcr th ri 0 tra t 
th rops w r go d and w ges remain d ormal through tit th Y ar. Pr viD~ other than th (' 11traJ 
Pro inees do not pr pare annual ;r turns. 

Indu t1'ial Wag . 
~3. It app rs fr ll} th r turns t iv d from 80m 1 ading industrial stablishments in India that 

xc pt in th pap r indu try of engal al d be ri milling indu try of Burma, th re wa. a g Jl oral ri 1D 

wag in 191 , a.s ompar d with last ar a w II a witlt th pr war period. The gan r 1 averag s of mdex 
numb 1'S ompu. d 011 th ratos of wage arners in difI 1; nt industri s durin Janua.ry of each year from 
1915 191 as mpar d with th pr war p ri d (January 1914) r tated b low :~ 

M01Je'1 ent 01 lnd'ustrial Wages . 

Industri(18. 191~ 

103 
112 

' ]0 

102 
If12 
101 

99 
lOO 

• Rolst to Moy 1018, Intor quointions not being !IV ilab! • 

11l1G 

103 
10 
100 
1 3 
)09 
100 
99 

100 

1917 

JOG 
117 
10 
If'9 
121 
JIH 

99 
100 

(a) T-o)uding fuel and ligbtin1. tIn COOl'g th ee".u~ wa t.ken in Augu tl91 • 
(b) Compared witb 1 t Juno 1914. (c) ou\pllr 1 with 15th 'epi mb r lillS, 

]91 

)29 
11 
116 
UI} 
130 
10:1 
100 
100 



-- . 
It would peat from he above tabl that, a,. ompar d with th pr \ ar p riod, wageH in 1918 incr a~ed 

by pet c nt III the brewing industry of th PllDjab 29 p r n in the tton industry of ombl1Y, 19 per 
cent in th. tea indu try of As .. atn 1 p rent in th woollen industry oI awn ore, l' P r nt in the 
mining industry and 3 p rent in th ju industry of B n at As mpar d with th PI' vious. ar, the 
a verag ris in th ootton industry was 22 p . c n t in th tea indu tr 9 P r nt, ill th mining and 
br wing iudu tries 7 per cent ach, in the ju industry 2 per Jlt and in th wool1 n nd pap r industl'ies 
1 p r cent. The rice in Ius try shows no hang. It should b no d, how ver that th l' tum d alt with 
reI l' generally to a r presentativ mill in th ,hi f 10 ality of the industr ,sin r turns ar not t, 
rec iv d of wag paid in th variou mill of ' h industry. Th GovernDl n I India hay ddr s d 
Local ov rnruents on the qu.estion of th systematic collection of information r lating to wag * 

Agricultural Wag . 

24. 1'h following extl'act~ from the Provincial as on and 1'0p R po)' for th y ar 1917-18 au pI -
mented by those from the Admini tration ports for th year, on th ages of th agri ultul'al popul ti u 
ar inter sting;- _ 

• 
Bengal.-Th general rates f agrioultural labourers ar reported to be practically tb) am a in 

the pr vious year although a lar~e number oI m i.l w r r cruited for" ork in nn xion with th war, 

B ihar and 'Ort:ssa.- The rat s of wag s of th previous y ar wero nerally maintained I\Tld he 
supply of labour was Oll tb whole equal to th demand,. The agrarian I developmen s in Cbamparan SOUL. 

what affected th rates of wages in that district. 

United Provinces.-Labour was in demand througbout th year, both £ r agri ulture a.nd indllatri s, 
and wag s show d a t nd ncy to 1'ise furtber. In th west rn di~trjcts th r w r omplaints of scar ity { 
]aboluer for field operations and ome difficulty wall xperi n ed in cuttin and 'rtl hing th sugarcan 
crop. Th labour corps offered ex eptional inducements to th younger and mote .ot rprising m'll. 

Puniab.-Th material prosperity of th agricultural popUlation mailJtained its form r 1 v~1. 
.Tb Rabi harvest was excellent, the prices of agricultural produc and wages w r high , and t1l ontilluoua 
recruitm nt for the army provid d tIl a ricultural population with 11 wid ning field of mploym nt, a.nd 
I,I.n expanding 80urc of income. • , Central Provinces and Bera,1'.- Wages were high during ' the year, and in moot parts of the provill s 
.too ondit~on of all ola, ses was I:!ati fa tory and p.mple emploYlIlnt wa' availabl . 

Bombay.t-·Scarcity of labour coupled with th r at ris in pric a o~ all commodities r nd r'd any 
low ring of wag a impossible. Th tend n y wa in th opposit direction (Lnd wag s rose {urth r in th 
year und r review in almost all the districts in the Pr sid DCY prop r. In Kolaba l\nd West Klul.nd 'h 
th y were .,stationary. In oth r distri t s the rate for un killed labour rang d g nerally from 6 0 

annaR a day, but in parts of Thana, Poona and Ahmednagar it went up to 10 and 12 anna,s. urin th 
wheat ho.rv st and ootton-picking s as on c'v n higher rates wer demand d and paid, and a dai ly wag of 
Re, 1 could be earn d in Ahmedabad, roach, and Ahm dnagar. In Sind, where wag s are generally high r 
than in the Presid ncy prop r , the high I v 1 wlti h they had r o.eh d. was ither ,maintained or raia d still 
fllrth r, the contributing eau es, besid s ris in prices, bing a smaller influx of labour rs if m utch and 
Marwar and the prevalence 9£ malu,ria. 

Madras·t - In tIl cotton tracts cooly lasses were getting ex 11 nt warY s up t9 8 sImas p r day for 
men in the cPded districts and 4 to 6 apnas r day for women in Tinnevelly. But tb cost of food grains 
and clothing \vas rapidly illcreasing also, and th l' can be nO ,doubt that th· wOl'kulg classes w r f eJillS 
the pin h in many places owing to the ris of wages ' not ke ping pac With the rise ill the cost of iiving. 
imilarly in the rice tracts the cooly classes, al though securing sufliciell t actuaJ f od h'um th ir wac's paid 

in kind , \v r hard put to 't to purchase cl ths. 

Delhi.t -·Thougb th r \V 'ie g neral complaints of a d arth of lab ur as a dire t re ult of Lh war, th 
wages of kill d and u,nskill d labour did not incr ase to any appre iabl x Ht. 

Burma.- Agri ultural wages r main d pra ti ally th same as last year. Ow-ing t..o th , difli 'ulty of 
transport and th' demand for 1a\>onr in India" th,l' wa~ a still furth r d r a.Ele i.n th lIumb r of n i n 
coolies oming to Burma, but th fi ct on the labour market was less than might hay b anLicipatcd, 
r: lllpOrary emigration ftom Upp r Burma to Lower Burma again d'creas d onsid rably, mainly no doubt 
in c n equence of the good harvests and tho reoruitment for the Labour orps and for Burma R gim Q,ts. 

D El'A.JtT \ , N'r OF l'Al')S'rr ', J OU, 

Galcluta, Jnly 7, 1919, 

,"" . PI 

.. 
• 'Vide Dopo.rtmeut of :rw ... t'J uo and ,Agrionltur iroul.o.r No. 673, dated the 12th lay 19l1), 
t Extrao made froD) th -Provinoia] Adminietrati n :Report for th yoar 111}7·18, 

, 
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WHOLESALE PRICES 
SUMMARY 

( 2 ) 

No. I.-AVERAGE ANNUAL WHOLEBALE PRI ES PER 

I 

.!:::::::C 

RICE 

1013 to) G 

- ....... 
Jill. Ita. 

'alcultt •• 

)tlll'achl • . 
)ladraa • 6· 487 0'143 

nangoon 3,0'7 3'701 

lJombllyl'rosld noy • 

)JA~ta.tl luclu~ u 
MIldr Ott). 

11ll.t(ll'rovlu I 

Dill t Alld OrlJo ... 

f) Ihl 

puoJab 

.Allain • 

Ind ,,,,IlURln h"tftn 
( IIIdlu8 IitAcJl11. 

JUJputan 

MYlor 0'662 0,740 
J 

CalouHa 

an hI 

Mad", 

DCIl ,,) (0 oludlnlt ,AI uit ) 

110lllbllY r 1<1 noy • 

Madr (cl\\d lll • rtll port 
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