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L | ol INTRODUCTORY N OTE. o ‘
“out S Scope and Source of the Statistics. i

This Volnme is the thirty-fourth of the series which was commenced in 1878. It includes statistics up to
paO the year 1917, and in some cases up to 1918* In the Appendix war prices and freights have been brought
~up to December 1918,

9. As in the three prevmus issues (.gvhxch were in reality the first three of & new series) an at mpt has

been made to summarise, as well as to analyse, the movement in prices during recent years. olume ig
- divided into three parts, viz. (1) Wholesale Prices, (2) Retail Prices, and (3) Wages. The Appendlces include
(1) the average prices of rice, wheat, cotton and jute, with index numbers which form the bams of chart
No. 1 (Appendlx A); (2) a list of articles for which wholesale prices are reported in the provinces gnd the
number of marts in each reporting province (Appendix B) ; (3) the area and export statistics of certain staples,
province by provineé (Appendix D); (4) quinquennial wage census returns (Appendix F); .and (5) as already
noted, prices and freights int Caleutta from the end ofyJuly 1914 to the end of December 1918 (Appendix G),

Three charts have been inserted showing (1) index numbers of prices of rice, wheat, cotton, and jute,"
(2) decennial average index numbers of currency prices, currency wages, real wages, and prices of foods
graing, and (3) annual average index numbers of currency prices, currency wages, real wages and‘mces of
food-grains.

3. Whoiesale Prices.—The sources of the statistics in Tables 1 to 8 are mainly the fortnightly
returns from selected markets in each province furnished by local authorities and the market repcrts
published by Chambers of Commerce. The fortnightly. wholesale prices are those governing a wholesale
transaction on the last day of each fortnight, or the nearest market day, and unless wholesale transactions
have actually taken place, no prices are quoted.  The prices are only quoted for those markets where the
articles in question are staples of local trade. = The returns are forwarded by District Officers to thé Director
of Agriculture or Land Records, and, in the case of Madras, to the Board of Revenue. After examination, the
returmg.ar forvfa-rded to this Department. It may be noted that a wholesale transaction is taken to be one
“in"which fot Jess than, 0 maunds of food-grains, sedds, grass and straw, and one _maund of other articles such as
turmeric, tobacco, etc., change hands.. In the case of live-stock, prices are quoted per score in the case of shaep
and per pair in the case of bullocks. The total number of articles for which wholesale prices are reported, as

+ shown in Appendix B, is 50, and there are 120 separate marts from which reports are received. Prices for
30 of these articlés showing 71 marts are pubhshed fortnightly in the Supplement to the Gazette of India, and

. those for 25 articles, showing transactions in 92 marts, are recorded in this Volume. The prices quoted from
the Chambers’ market reports are those for the first week of January and July in each year, but where
quotations are not available for the first week, those for the second or nearest week are taken.

Tables 9 to 12 deal mainly with prices of certain staple commodities in the United Kingdom which are
compiled from the Economist, the Corn Trade News, ete. , J

4% Annual average prices paid by the Supplv and Trapsport Corps for articles for consumption of troops at
cm:tal ehcmd'stgtlons in India are also given in Tables 13 and 14.. These are ‘‘ contract prices” and do
not always correspond with the market prices of similar articles mentioned in_other tables. This may be, to -
some extent, due to the fact that the grade of the commodities is not the same in both cages, and also to the
fact that contractors, owing to a steady demand for a compamhvely large supply t}\wughout the year, can
afford to sell at a slightly cheaper price. * i

5. Retail Prices.— (Tables 15 to 18). The Retail Prices published ‘in this Volume are those fur-
nished fortnightly by local authorities under orders of the Government of India since 1872 and are the prices at
the Digtrict Head-quarters. Tt may be noted that the districts in each Province are roughly grouped together
into homogeneous circles, with special reference to their climatic character and their rainfall. Averages are
struck for each group as well as for each Province. The district returns are supplied, asin the case of whole-

. sale prices, by Distriet Officers to the Director of Agriculture or Land Records, and, in the case of Madras, to

. the Board of Revenue. Unlike wholesale prices, they ave in every case the prices in the Head-quarters of the

' dlstﬂcts and are quotedusually in sers (of 80 tolas) per rupee. For the sake of comparison, however, with
'lesa.le prices they have been quoted as the price (in rupees) per maund of 82:286 Ibs.

Vg 6. The Checking of Prices Rotums —These statistics of prices when furnished to this Depattment
zre gxamined with the prices in neighbouring districts and are also compared with the wholesale prices of the
© same artlcle for the same district and the neighbeuring districts. Discrepancies which occur are brought to the
3 notice of local authorities from time to time. ‘I

. 1 w Statistics.—The Wage statistics in Table 19 for Baluchjstan and certain Indian Statesg
 are compiled from half-yearly returns furnished by Political Officers. They are the monthly a‘ragu of the
'. wages paid to certain labourers'and artisans in each district during the last six months of each year, Owing to

ﬂle shmewlut problematical accuracy of these Half-yearly retutns, they have been dm*ontma::l in all the Bn“ﬁ'
f:ovuweu India except British Baluchistan. 1In their place a quinquennial wage census been Subltltutod
oxeopt in ntral Pmﬁnces, where an annual return is in vogue.f The first qmnqnongml wage census was
uken in 1911-)3 and the second in 1916- 173; and; the ﬁgures of these censuses have been conmul um!

me had agnrn uep Eo'im and in wme cases up tn 1§17 : ; i B
Vm 'hblo m, 167. ‘ R E S
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inserted in the Volume as Appendix F. Tables 21 and 22 are compiled from" retums fumahod by
the Post Office, State Railways, workshops and business establishments, collieries, mills, ete. The qestion of

~ the improvement of wage statistics, especially industrial wages, has been taken up by the overnment of

India.

8. Further details on the collection and compilation of these statistics of Prices and Wages will be found

in Appendices B and G in Volume I of the Prices Enquiry Committee’s Report.
4 ; Fluctuations in Wholesale Prices. : .

o

; " All-India Prices in 1917 as compared with 1916 and 1913 )

‘v

9. Comparison with 1916 (the rreceding year).—The annual average wholesale price of 9

articles of country produce, including live-stock, in India was in 1917, 4 per cent higher than in 1916,

The articles which showed a rise were as follows :—Cotton (raw) (3o pes cent), turmeric (28 per cent), ghee
(9 per cent), ragi (5 per cent), sugar (refined), wheat, wheat (flour), jawar, and sesamum (4 per cent each),
cotton seed and plough bullocks (3 per cent each), tobacco leaf (2 per cent), and mustard and ripe seed
,(l per cent). Linseed and sheep showed no fluctuation.

Those, on the other hand, which showed a fall were :—Jute (raw) (13 per cent), arhar dal (11 per cent),

rice (9 per ‘cent), barley (8 per cent), bajra (5 per cent), maize (3 pet cent), and gram, sugar (raw), and poppy
geed (1 per cent each).

10. Comparison with 1913 (the pre-war year).—The annual average gvholesale price of the 24
articles referred to above, was in 1917, 8 per cent higher than in the pre-war year, "1913% Turmeric showed a
rise of 60 per cent, sugar (refined) 50, sugar (raw) (giir) 32, cotton (raw) 20, cotton seed 1Z, plough bullocks
18, wheat (flour) 16, wheat and gram 15 each, sheep 13, arhar dal 12, tobacco leaf @, barley and maize 6
each, ghee 4, and jawar 2 per cent.

There was, on the other hand; a fall in the prices of poppy seed (27 per cent), jute. (raw) (25 per cent),
mustard and rape seed (19 per cent), sesamum (18 per cent), rice (9 per cent), ragi (7 per cent), qd ﬁueed
(5 per cent). Bajra showed no change.

In short, the average prices for all India in 1917, as compared with pre-war pnces showed a rise in the case
of foodgrains (except rice, ragi, and bajra), sugar, ghee, cotton (raw), ‘cotton seed, turmeric, tobacco
leaf, and live-stock, but a fall in textiles, oil seeds (except cotton seed), ragi and rice.

Wholesale Port Prices* in 1917 as compared with 1916 and 1913

11, Comparison with 1916 (the preceding year).—As compared with the preceding year
prices of rice. in 1917 showed a fall of 16 per cent in Rangoon, 13 per cent in Calcutta, and 1 per cent in
Madras. Wheat prices rose by 16 per cent in Karacki, ard 10 per cent in Calcutta. Jawar ard bajra
© ghowed a fall of 12 and 6 per cent, respectively in Karachi, and gram advanccd by 2 per cent in Caleutta.

. There was a. fall of 10 per cent in the price of arhar.ddl and of 6 per cent in that of raw ]ute in Calcut(a
The Percentage rise in the price of raw cotton was 50 in Calcutta, 87 in Karachi and 34 in = Madraf. Raw
sugar (ghr) advanced by I3 per cent in Caleutta but fell by 10 per cent in Madras. The priceof ghee chowed
a rise of 19 per cent in Calcutta, but a fall of 3 per cent in Madras. There was a fall of 3 per cent in the
price of cotton seed in Karachi. Rape and mustard seed showed an cdvance of 5 per cent and linseed a
decline of 6 per cent in Calcutta. There was a rise of 23 per cent in the price of turmeric and of 2 per
cent in that of tobacco leat in Madras. ;

12. Comparison with 1918 (the pre-war year).—Compared with the pre-war year (1913)
the pnoe of wheat in 1917 showed a rise of 23 per cent in Karachi and 18 per cent in Caleutta, while that
“of rice showed a fall of 28 per cent in Rangoon, 8 per cent in Caleutta, and 3 per cent in Madras. The
price of Jawar fell by 8 per cent and that of bajra by 1 per cent in Karachi. Arhar ddl showed a rise of 11
per cent and gram of 2 per cent in Calentta. The rise in the price of raw sugar (ghr) was 40 per cent in
Calcutta and 25 per cent in Madras. Ghee ghowed a rise of 16 per cent in Caloutta and 3 per cent
in Madras. The prme of raw cotton advanced by 43 per cent in Madras and 36 per cent in Karachi, but
fell by 16 per cent in Caleutta. Raw jute, rape and mustard seed, and linseed also showed a fall of 6, 'M "

and 2 per gent, respectlvcly, in Calcutta. Prices of turmeric and t‘)baeco leaf advanced by 24 and 5 pat,
- cent, respéttively, in Madras,

Fluctnahons in Retail Prices ' ;
All-Tndia Pnces in 1917 as compared with 1916 and 1913

13. There was ‘a general decline in the retail prices of food-grains in 1917 as compared thh the previous
year, bgt a geneml advance (except with regard to rice, jawar, kangni and maize) as compared with 1913,
the pre-war yea.r the average fluctuation for all India in 1917 being a fall of 2 per cent as compared with
1916 but 4 rise of [ per cent as compared with 1913. Salt showed a rise in 1917 as compared with both 1916
and 1998. The rise in 1917 as compared with 1913, the pre-war year, was i alt bl ‘cent, gram
14 per cent, wheat and'arhar dal 12 per cent each, barley 7 per cent, and and mg 1 petoent
each. Rxce showed a fall of 4 per cent. Prices of jawar and maize recorded no ﬂ

"’Bll!d on fTables 1 and 2 of the volume wlnch are con piled in m, f-. wtrightly ;ehm s furrisl ed b b;*ul officers. !
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W i l ¥ & Rejad Port Prices * in 1917 as compared with 1916 and 1913. 2 '

mmﬂloa.mth 1916 (the preceding year).—The retail price of rme in Karachi rose
by 18 pet,cent on the other hand, it fell by 14 per cent in Calcutta, 17 per cent in Ra.ngOon, and 1 per
cent in Madras.. The increase in the price of wheat was 6 per cent in Bombay, and 16 per cent in Karachi.
- Jawar advanced by 18 per cent in Bombay but declined by 4 per cent in Karachi. The price of bajra
showed a rise of 5 per cent in Bombay but a fall of 10 per cent in Karachi. There was an advance of 4
per cent in the price of ragi in Madras. Gram prices rose by 14 per cent in Bombay and 7 per cent in
Karachi, but fell by 6 per cent in Rangoon. The price of arhardél declined by 10 per cent in Calcutta,
and 11 per cent in Karachi, but it roséby 3 per cent in Rangoon. The rise in the price of salt whs 12 per
cent in Caleutta, 27 per cent in Bombay, 17 per cent in Karachi, 13 per sweent in Madras andgz per cent in
Rangoon.

15. Comparison with 1913 (the pre-war year).—The retail price of rice in Caleutta, Madras
and Rangoon declined by 6, 1 and 28 per cent, respectively, but that in Bombay rose by 9 per cent and in
Karachi by 17 per cent. Wheat prxceé advanced by 6 per cent in Bombay and 29 per cent in Karachi.
The price of jawar rose by 9 per cent in Karachi and 1 per cent in Bombay. Bajra showed a rise of 29 per
cent in Bombay,and 2 per cent in Karachi. There was an increase of 7 per cent in the price of ragiin -
Bombay but a fall of 4 per cent m Madras. The advance in the price of gram was 28 per cent in Bombay,, *
24 per cent in Karachi, and 1 per cent in Rangoon. Arharddl showed a rise of 16 per cent in Caleutta,
28 per cent in Bombay, 26 per cent in Rangoon, and 8 per cent in Karachi. The price of salt rose by 94

- per cent in Chleutta, 42 per cent in Madras, 36 per cent in Karachi, 32 per cent in Bombay, and 27 per cent

in Rangoon. Ve .
and Freights in Calcutta at the end of December 1918.

16. The Tables in Appendix G shiow the movement in Caleutta of wholesale prices of 75 principal articles
of consumption and of retail prices of 46 articles of food at the end of each. month since the outbreak
of war, from July 1914 to December 1918. They also show the rates of freight from Calcutta during the period.
Wholesale prices are compiled from the Calcutta Price Current and Money Market Report published by the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce and ¢ Capital,” retail prices are compiled from the Calcutta Municipal Market
Report, and the rates of freight from the Calcutta Price Current and Money Market Report.

17. Pnces —The average rise in the wholesale prices of all the 75 articles was 12 per cent at the end of the
_first_year of war, 25 per cent at the end of the second year, 42 per cent at the end of the third year, 78 per
oent at the end of the fourth year, and 88 per cent at the end of December 1918, above the level of July 1914,
the period just before the outbreak of war.

The most remarkable rise in the groups of articles at the end of December 1918, as compared with
the pnce at the end of July 1914, was in cotton manufactures (199 per cent) and metals (188 per cent).

* The rise in cotton (raw) was 167 per cent, sugar 82 per cent, food grains, jute manufactures

and other textiles 53 per cent ‘each, and other raw and manufactured articles 89 per cent. On the
other hand, tea showed a fall of 12 per cent. The group other articles of food comprising condiments,
spices, ghee; and salt, showed an increase of 127 per cent.

18. The following articles showed fluctuations above 50 per cent :—

Percentage of rise. i " Percentage of rise.
Salt, Deshi, Bombay, Karkateh . . 380 Korosene oil (Chester) . . . 112
,»»  Spanish (ex goluh) fine #* . 208 Sugar, Cossipore, Grey, No. 2 . s
s Liverpeol (ex-golah) . i . 204 5 Wheat . . Tl o 95
Galvanised corrugated sheets . 324 Kerosene oil (Elephn.nt) . ’ ‘ 86
Iron hoops v . i . 492 Hessian cloth 11 oz 45" . J . 9
Bleached Cotton Sl'nrtmgn ‘ . . 254 ‘Oats P $ . . 79
Coloured Yarn:- 3 5 ’ . 244 3 Copper Bw.zwrs d . - . o
Shellae, T. N, . . : o . ) |} Sugar, Mauritius 4 4 . i 75
Grey Yarn- . . . ; . . 212 Rapeseed. p . N : Sy
Dal'mung, Sona : . 189 Sugar Java, T.M.O0 . ’ : vl i
Cotton; fully good ginned, Be ngal «v 1168 Coul, 20d class Jherria . . . 71

‘Bleached Cotton Mulls z . MR | Ghee, 2nd quality . ¥ s ; 69 't
tirey Shirtings . . 3 e YL . Hessian cloch 10§ oz. 40" . o i 62
Bleached Cotton Nainsooks ; LA TR Tin block ” < ; ‘ 62
Chillies . 3 4 g . AN Arhardal . i . q 60
i Turmenc . 0T A Saltpetre (crudo 10 pcr cent) ) S 1]

Sugar, Cossipore, 1st ola.u . Sh e Linseed . b : g
e Grey Cotton Mulls . : PG . Maize . . v : ’ .

fine ginned, Bengul g o o192 +  Wool, raw ! ¥ . 6
Indigo & . 114 Mustard oil, ond quahty = b4

The general level of Retail prwés of /ood stuffs in Calcutta at the end of December 1918 showed a rise of 34

iy per cent, as oompared with the period immediately before the outbreal: of war. Prices of sugar and salt
© rose by 91 and cent, respectively. Dairy products (milk, ete.) advanced by 64 per cent. P;loes of te;,
B ‘wheat flour, an “ fruits and vegetables ’ rose by 19, 59, ‘and 39 per cent reapectlvely good»gxaml

and pqlsaa) increased by 40 per cent. Pulses lepsmtely showed a rise of 49 per cent rice ' b

B . Thore was an dhohes Int 4 per cent in the priee of fowls, but a fall of 18 per cent in tﬁ# ofbﬁnh g por

Mmqggs;nd 6 per in meat. Mustard od‘ldvanced by 50 per cent . d “ & e
Iy v"imzon’fabhl 15 ¥ MVollmmemewmeﬂimmhwwwm s e
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P ‘mﬁ th&t in certain other countries abroad as far as data are available : e

( i ) R : S

1'9 The followmg statement compstes the risé in food-prwes in , Caloutta at the end oiv ’acember 1918

s ! Poroontage Tie] v ? “ “89 ﬂ"

W Country or town. :&gﬁﬁ;"d Counfry or town. . g with ?nly.‘
: . 1914 1914
il Pur cent. ; Per cent.

Sweden (Oct., 1918) . : { : .| 216(a) Holland (Amsterdam) (Dec., 1918) . | 103
Norwu (Dec., 1918) . K i s L Denmark, (Jan., 1919) . > « | 86
Vlennn'(Aug 1917) . e a3 Canada (Dec., 1918) . . . A s SRR
Itaiy (RomajdNov., 1018) . ' . M., .| 149 United States (15 Sep., 1018) .+ . | Ti(e)
France (Paris) (Jan., 1019). : ; .| 148 New Zealand (Jan., 1919) . . 45
Switzerland (Dec., 1918) . 4 L 182(h) South Africa (Cape Town) (Nov., 1918) 42
United Kingdom (1st Jan., 1919) ; .1 180" Australia (Dec., 1918) A 35
]ﬁ'lm (Nov., 1916) . - s i l]l Caleutta (unweighted) (Dec., 191&) .34

Note. ——Thoﬂnm for Berlin and Vienna are based on artificially fixed maximum prices and are not thersfore comparable with those for *loﬂm
countries.

20. Frexghts —Freights from Caleutta, which reflect generally the rates ruling at the othar Indian ports
showed a downward tendency at the end of December 1918. The rates for many articles owing ' to scarcity
of tomnage and restrictions in business were mominal. The freight for jute to the United Kingdom, which
advanced as high as about 18 times the pre-war rate, came down to 11 times in December 1918. 'The
following table shows the level of freights at the end of each year since 1914 as compared with July, 1914
(the pre-war period):— ,

Index nmumbers of freight rates from Caleutta to the Umtcd ngdom

Exd or DECEMBER.
Aticles. El\dl 3{43 uly

4 1914 19135 1916 1917 1918
Rice ana wheat 3 : 100 180 600 1,450 1,450 Nominal.
oEson 0 100 173 547 1.300 1,300 Do.
Tea * . . 3 100 120 136 136 857 Do,
Hides . » 4 X 100 120 312 900 000 1,320#
Jute ] 5 . 3 100 173 b47 1,300 > 1,778 j ik lﬂ *
S e N 100 160 380 1,067 Nomiinal o aag W

A
‘Wages. 4y

21. The half-yearly statistics of wages of skilled and unskilled labour paid in districts of British India
are, for reasons already explained, no longer available: A qumquenmal wage census, the firgt of
which was taken in 1911-12, and the second in 1916-17+, was instituted in place of these half-yearly returns.
The returns for the Central Provinces are, however, now annual. W ages in the Central Provinces from 1909-30
to 1916-17 will be found in Table No. 20. The wage statistics collected in the first and second gquinguennial
wage censuses have been incorporated in the Volume as an Appendix. ‘

22, The wage statistics of the Central Provinces for 1916-17 show that there was no great fluctuation
in the rate of wages as compared with the previous year. The general standard of wages was not adversely
affected over the greater part of the cotton tract as the price of cotton was high throughout the year, and
the labout available was not equal to the steady demand for it in the Cotton Mills, Cotton Factories and
Oil Mills. The abnormally high rainfall of the year resulted moreover in a luxurious growth of weeds, and
much more labour than usual was required for the weeding of cotton and jawar. All over the rice tract
the crops were good and wages remained normal throughout the year. Provinces other than the Central
Provinces do not prepare annual returns.

Industrial Wages.

23. It appears from the returns reeeived from some leading industrial establishments in India that,
except in the paper industry of Bengal and the rice milling industry of Burma, there was a general rise in
wages in 1918, as compared with last year as well as with the prewar period. The general averages of index
numbers computed on the rates of wage earners in different industries during January of each yearsfrom
1915 to 1918 as compared thh the prewar period (January 1914) are stated below :—

w
o Movement of Industrial Wagea
b Industries. . 4 1914 1915 18 af omer: 1918
Cotton, Bombay . v g ¥ e 100 ) + 103 106 129
%:ql. Ca T . A Y L ¥ 1& 119 % }g‘s’ ; I(l);l ‘F " llg“
ini )» Bengal . . ¥ i 1 100 Wil | 1 11
TOD,nA‘ll.m f R 2 4 " . 100 102 103 100 119
/Brewing, Punjab . . .t . . 100 02 109 121 S,
dule,Bongd Gk Ll L ey $100" . ¢ o1 100 101 R T s
. Paper? Bengal © . v : 5 X 100 : .99 G, | S Y 99 A 1 R
Rice, Rangoon . . L . 3 100 : 100 100 e - 200 o - 100 '

~~ *Relates to May 1918, Tater quotations not heing available,

(a) '.-‘oh;r;g fuel and lighting. eenm was taken in Angut 1918, -
(b) Compared with 1st June 1914, (c) Compared wlﬂl l&h Slp 1918 e, o




(M)

§ L e et }
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*by‘é@g' cent brewing i,ndustry e Pun]ab 29 per cent in the cotton industry of Bombay. 19 per

- cent in the tea mdustry of Assam, 18 per cent in the woollen industry of Cawnpore, 16 per cent in the

~ mining lndusu'y and 3 per cent in the jute mdustry of Bengal. As compared with the prevmus year, the

- average rise in the cotton mdustry was 22 per cent, in the tea mdustry 9 per cent, in the mining and
grewmg industries 7 per cent each, in the jute industry 2 per cent, and in the woollen and paper md*xstnes
1 per cent. The rice industry shows no change. It should be noted, however, that the returns dealt with
refer generally to a representanve mill in the chief locality of the industry, singe returns are not yet
received of wages paid in the various mills of each industry. The Government of India have addressed
Local Governments on the question of the systematic collection of information relating to wageg o

* s Agricultural Wages.

24, The following extracts from the Provincial Season and Crop Reports for the year 1917-18, supple-

“mented by those from the Administration Reports for the year, on the wages of the agncultura] population
are interesting :—
Bengal.—The general rates of agricultural labourers are reported to be practically the same as in
the previous year although a large number of men were recruited for work in connexion with the war.

Bihar and Orissa.—The rates of wages of the previous year were generally maintained and the

supply of labour was on the whole equal to the demand. The agrarian developments in Champaran some-
what affected the rates of wages in that district.

United Provinces.—Labour was in demand throughout the year, both for agriculture and industries,
and wages showed a tendency to rise further. 1In the western districts there were complaints of scarcity of

labourers for field operations and some difficulty was experienced in cutting and crushing the sugarcane

crop. The labour corps offered exceptional inducements to the younger and more enterprising men.
P P p young I g

Punjab.—The material prosperity of the agricultural population maintained its former level.
The Rabi haryest was excellent, the prices of agricultural produce and wages were high, and the continuous
recruitment for the army provided the agricultural population with a widening field of employment, and
an expandmg source of income.

entral Provinces and Berar.—Wages were high during the year, and in most parts of the provinces
~l.i‘,h'e’!!.ondlm(m of all classes was satisfactory and ample employment was available.

Bombay.t—Scarcity of labour coupled with the great rise in prices of all commodities rendered any
lowering of wages impossible. The t,er\dency was in the opposite direction and wages rose further in the
year under review in almost all the districts in the Presidency proper. In Koliba and West Khindesh
they were statmnary In other districts’ the rate for unskilled labour ranged generally from 6 to 8
annasa day, but in parts of Thénd, Poona and Ahmednagar it went up to 10 and 12 annas. During the
wheat harvest and ocotton-picking season even higher rates were demanded and paid, and a daily wage of
Re. 1 could be earned in Ahmedabad, Broach, and Ahmednagar. In Sind, where wages are generally higher
than in the Presidency proper, the high level which they had reached was either maintained or raised still
further, the contributing causes, besides rise in prices, being a smaller influx of labourers from Cutch and
Mérwar and the prevalence of malaria. #

Madras.t—In the cotton tracts cooly classes were getting excellent wages up to 8 annas per day for
men in the ceded districts and 4 to 6 annas per day for women in Tinnevelly.  But the cost of food grains
and clothmg was rapidly i mcreasmg also, and there can be no doubt that the working classes were feeling
the pmch in many places owing to the rise of wages‘not keeping pace with the rise in the cost of living.
Similarly in the rice tracts the cooly classes, although securing sufficient actual food from their wages paid
in kind, were hard put to it to purchase cloths. -

Delhi. ¥ —-Though there were general complamts of a dearth of labour as a direct result of the war, the
wages of skilled and unskilled labour did not increase to any appreciable extent.

Bwrm&.-——Agrwultural wages remained practlcally the same ag last year. Owing to the diﬁiclﬂty of
‘t}nnsport and the demand for labour in India there was a still further decrease in the number of Indian
coolies commg to Burma, but.the effect on the labour market was less than might have beed anticipated.
Tempoimry emigration from Upper Burma to Lower Burma again decreased considerably, mainly no déubt
in connequence of the good harvests and the recruitment for the Labour Corps and for Burma Reg{men.ts

$ §
3 p : T
»
- Derartaext or Swamisvics, Inota, : G. FINDLAY SHIRRAS,
~ Calcutta, July 7, 1919. 4 AT Director of Stalisties.
* Vide Deputment of Revenue and Agriculture Circular No. 673, d;tod the 12th May 1919,
) + Extraci made from the Provincial Administraticn Report for the year 1917-18, &
W ‘u "»l_‘” o ; ” Vg : . ]
: v 3 ', e, i . :‘:_ . 3
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