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Commissioners present ani under the special circumstances 
set forth in the section. 

For these reasons I am unable to accept tile amendments 
which have been moved. 

The motion "as then 'put ,lOd lost . 

• 
Sup»l,. of Wa.ter to Ocoupiers. 

Babu AMULYA DRONE ADDY :--1 move the 
following ;-

(I) "That in clause 225, lines 3 and 4, for the words 
'fifteen hundred' the words 'two thou!>dnd' be ~llbstjtuted . .. 

(2) /I That in d,\Use 225, proVISO (a', Ime 4:, for the words 
4twenty-five, or more tit,m fitty the word 'twenty' b~ . 
substituted. 

Under the existing Act a person :s entitled to 4,000 gallons 
of water per exery rupee of the water-rate paid, but here It 
is stated that a person get., only 1,500 gallons for every rupee 
of the consolidated rate paid. The: clause ~orre~ponds to 
the law under the existing Act. But I beg to subll1it that the 
quantity of water which a person is entitled to get should be 
increased. So I would ~uggest that it should be increased 
from 1,500 to 2,000 gallons per rupee. I submit th'lt Cakutt's 
is a hot climate and the Hindu" consume 0101 e water tlllln 
Christians for they have to observe religious ceremonies 
month by month. These people are obliged to consume 
water and ~ls() to pay tax in addItion to the water·ratc; The 
Corporation has already sanctIOned a scheme for Improving 
the water-supply and 1 do not, therefOle, see any reason why 
the extra quantity should not be allowed. 
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As regards amendment No. 374, I suggest to sUbstitute for 
the words "twenty-five or more than fifty" the words • twenty 
gallons." Sir, 'Under the existing Act there is no restriction, 
neitheer a minimum nor a maximum. Sir, a person is entitl­
ed to get sufficient quantiQr of \\'ater in accordance with the 
valuation of his property. But, Sir, the Corporat·on has 
resoh'ed tiat the minirvum supply may be 20 gallons per head 
irrespecttve of the valuation of the property. What is the 
result? J'he people of the northern division of Calcutta 
have been getting sufiil.if'nt filtered water at the cost of the 
people of the southern division. 

Sir, if \\e accept the suggestions cuntained in the Bill on 
this subject the result would be that the pressure of filtered 
water in the southern division will be materially less than 
~hat it is even now. It may be said that the supply of 
filtered water is going to be increased very soon, but, Sir, it 
will take not less than seven years. Within th~se seven 
years, the people will not get allY increased supply of water. 
,:\t present thele is no such maximum as regards the supply. 
It is only based 011 the valuation of the property. Then 
why do you put down a maximum limit of water-supply f 
N ow there is no maximum, no limit, r~garding amount of 
rates and taxes. 

If we increase the supply of water from 20 to 85 gallons 
per head it will be an injustice to the people of the sou~hern 
part of Calcutta. If we put a restriction and fix a m~ximum 
at 50 gallons it will be doing injustice to those persons who 
have been paying heavy taxes. 
• Mr. S. W. Goode :-It is always a pleasure to be able 

to agree with Mr. Addy and we seldom have that pleasure. 
He says that Chetla would suffer if the free allowance per 
head i:t raised and I entirely agree. 

All the amendments under this clause ignore the fact that 
the present Act gives 4,000 gallons of water to a person per 
rupee of water-rate. Now the water-rate is levied at 5 or 6 
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per cent and the consolidated rate at 19t per cent; so 1,500 

gallons for every rupee of the consolidated rate is worth 
rather more than 4;000 gallons for every rupee of the water-

-rate. Actually, therefore, a householder will get a more 
liberal allowance of water under the present Bill, even when 

. the allowance is determined by the1irst part of this clause. 
But in practice it will be per capita ration which will ordinari­
ly govern free al1owance. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

CALC'O'T'r A .'O'lfICIP AI. BILL. 

Filtered Water for Ships. 

BABU AMULYA DHONE ADDY :-1 move that for 
clause 233, the following be sub~tituted, namely :-

"2'33 (I) Filtered water for domestic purposes on ships 
for the time being lying in the Port of Calcutta may be 
taken free of charge from public standposts or from any taps 
on the Port Commissinoers' premises which ships may be 
allowed to use. 

(z) The Corporation shall on demand supply every ship 
leaving the Port of Calcutta with a reasonable supply of 
filtered water for use on the voyage at such price not exceed­
ing five rupees for every thousand gallons as the Corpor­
ation may determine." 

I beg to draw. your attention to the fact that the 
suggestion embodied in my amendment are also the 
suggestions of. the Calcutta Port Trust as well as of the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce. The drafting of the clause 
as it stands is derective. It has been rightly pointed out by 
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce that sub·clause (2) should 
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be enlarged by substituting the words "lying in the port of' 
Calcutta" for the words "leaving the jetties or the Docks of 
the Commissioners for the Port of Calcutta" and by inserting 
the words "while in the Port and" after the word "use" 
in line 4. That is their iuggeslion, Sir, and I need not 
repeat them. 

As rega~s the last part of sub-clause (2) of the BiII, the 
maximum rate that can now be levied upon the Port Commi­
ssioners is Its. 5 per 1,1)00 gallons, and in the Bill revised by 
the Select Committee there is no limit. So I heg to submit 
that when the cost of filtered waler i~ only 4 annas per 1,000 

gailons if Rs. 5 is charged upon the 1'0rt Commissioners it 
will suffice. I am afraid that if the Corporation raise the 
rates further, it will affect the commerce of Calcutta. 

·SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT 
OF LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr.S. W.Good~:-As 
regards sub. section lI) we would propo<;e that the words Uat 
the jetties or. in the Docks of the Commissioner for" be 
omitted and that the clause run thus :-

"Filtered water from public stand-}Jostc;; may be used free 
of charge, for domestic purposes on ships for the tirlJe being 
lying in the port of Calcutta". 

As regards sub-clause (2) we are prepared to accept the 
amendment of Babu Amulya Dhone Addy as it stands. 

The motion (I), as amended was then put and agreed to. 

The motion (2) was then put and agreed to. 



Building within Street-a.ll,DDlent •. 
BABU AMULYA DRONE 4DDY :-1 move that clause 

304 (3) and (4) be omitted. 
These sub-clauses are new. ThW are n<?! in, the existing 

Act. Under these sub-clauses, no person shall erect or add to 
.any building between a street alignment and UJe building 
line without first obtaining the permission of the Corporation 
to do so. First of all, 1 t will state the difference between a 
street alignment and a building line. A street alignment is 
an alignment for the widening of an existing street and no 
person is allowed to erect any building or make an addition 
to an existing building without the express permis::.ion of the 
Corporation. The Corporation has a right to acquire it and 
widen. a street. At the same time the person or persons 
affected have a right to get adequate comptmsation for 
the acquisition of that plot of land. But a building line 
is quite different from a street alignment. It is a line 

,for the erection of buildings and no person is allowed to el eet 
any building line between a street alignment of the existing 
street and the building line. The owner of that plot of land, 
apart from the question of any building in that strip of land, 
has no right to claim any compensation for the reiusal of the 
Corporation to grant sanction for the erection of a building. 
So, it appears that in the case of refusal of sanctic,n for the 
erection of a building between a street alignment and the 

. existing street, the party is entitled to get compensation, but 
ill the case. of a building line, the party is not entitled to get 
any compensation. It may be said that it may be required 
:to widen the street in course of time, but I may be allowed 
to say that even in the case of street alignments which were 
prescribed years ago, I do not think there is any chance of 
the streets being widened in accordance with street align­
'tllents even after 10 yeats. In the case of building Jines, 1 
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do not know whether the Corporation will ever be in a p0si.­
tion to widen the streets in accordance of keeping open 
spaces. I beg to submit that the Bengal National Chamber 
of Commerce and the British Indian Association have expres­
sed the opinion that the. puroahnasbin ladies prefer open 
spaces at the back of a building and not in front of it. 
Therefore the enforce~ent of this open space between the 
building line and the existing street will be a source of great 
hardship l,nd will reduce the market value of land unneces­
sarily. With these remarks I beg to move that these two­
!-:I1tb-clauses which relate to buildin/:t lines be omitted altoge­
ther. It may be said that the amendment for the omission 
of the definition of a building line has not been accepted by 
tIm Council, but that is nu reason as to why, in the absence 
of specific provisions, these sub-clauses should not be 
.omitted. 

file motiol1 wa ... then put and lost. 

El[BIIIPTIOll FEE. 

Rai MAHE:\DRA CHANDRA MITTRA Bahadur :­
i move that in dause 312 \4), ill lille 5. for the word .. two­
thirds the word" one-h,tlf" be ..,ub~tituted. 

My reason fot thi~ amendment is that we find that hy 
the opening out of a new road, the owner ot the adjoining 
land is benefited as well as the public. I find from the report 
of the Building Commission which was presided over by 
:\lr. Justice Trevelyan, that half of the cost of the improve­
ment was realized from the owner. In these circumstances, 
I submit that it would be a bare act of justice jf we fix one­
half instead of two-thirds. 
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Babu A MUL YA DRONE ADDY :-I have much plea­
sure in supporting this amendm~l1t. The mover has vert 
justly pointed out to us that the Calcutta Building Commf­
ssion-a Commission which was appointed by Governmf'nt 
and was presided over by the Hon'ble Justice Trevelyan­
recommended that one-half of the increment in value should 
be reaalized from the owners of the adjoining..jand:" I also 
find. on reference to the proceedin~s of the meeting of this 
Council while the C,t1cutta Improvement Bill "«'as under 
disCllssion, that this is also the law in England. As will 
appear from section 61 'of the London COtlnty Council 
Improvement Act of 1899. it is only one-half which i~ realiz­
ed from the owuers of the adjoining lemos. Under '>ection 
58 of the Tower Bridge Improvement Act of 1897, that is 
the law. Under the Town Pl<1l1ning- Act of 1899 that is also 
the law. .\ow, what is the reason that the whole amount 
should flot be realized from the owners of adjoining lands 
and buildings? The reason is obvious; by the opening of 
a road it is not only the owners of the adjoining lands allJ 

buildings who are !:>pecially benefited, but the public at large 
are also benefited. By the upening of a road we improve 
the sanitation of the locality, and there is also a legal obli­
gation on the Corporation to open up roads. The owners of 
lands and buildings in a congested area have a right to call 
upon the Corporation to open up roads. Therefore it is right 
and just that not more than one·half of the increment in 
value should be realized from the owners of the adjoining 
lands or buildings. I am really sorry to find that Shah Syed 
Emadadul Haq has not moved his amendment No. 445. 
Had he done so, I would have ::.upported it, because it re­
quires the special sanction of the Government to authorize 
the Corporation to acquire surplus lands. Under the Act of 
1888, there was a restriction to the authority of the Corpo­
ration in the acquisition of surplus lands ; in the case of sur­
plus lands of more than one hundred feet in depth the sped-
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.al sanction of the Govemment was necessary. But under 
the law as it is, there is no such restriction; the Corporation 
of Calcutta is authorised to acquire surplus lands irrespective 
of depth. I am sorry t~ .inform you that it is not only to 
recoup the cost of .costruction of roads but also to make 
profit tha. surplus la~d and e,'en ancestral dwelling houses 
are acquired. Take the case of the Lansdowne Road exten­
sion, Tl~ length of the road is J ,200 feet; 51' bighas of 
land were necessary for the opening of the road, but 24 

bighas of land were acquired, and 18t bighas of lanii were 
acquired not only to recoup the .cl)~t of the construction of 
the road, but also to make a profit out of it. It will appear 
from the estimate which was prepared by the Surveyor him­
~elf that the estimate profit \\ as Rs. 12,000. It may be said 
that it is to the interest of the public and to the interest of 
the CorpOJation itself that the surplus lands were..acquired 
but at the same time, ~llOuld the Corporation trample down 
private rights in this way? It may be also said that the 
whole of this amount is not going to be realized from the 
owners of the lalJd~-jt is only two-thirds of the increment 
in value. I be~ to submit that this cuncpssion is not a real 
one. It is apparent. If you do not exempt these lauris from 
acquisition you shall have to pay the ~tatutory allowance of 
IS per cent and it will take at least two years to execute 
that improvement work. We shall have also to pay interest 
on the amount inve::.ted ill the acquisition of those lands, 
and taking the interest at 6 per cent per annum, in two years 
it will be 12 per cent; then for the loss of earnings the 
Corporation shall have tl) pay compensation; therefore 
about one-third of the increased value of the land will be 
lost by the acquisition by way of statutory allowance, by 
way of interest for two years, and by way of compensation 
for the loss of earnings. Therefore it will appear that this 
concession that appears in the Bill and which is at present 
allowed by the Corporation is no concession at all ; it is an 
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apparent one simply to throw dust in the eyes of the public 
at large. Therefore the suggestion that has beel~ made by 
Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Babadur is a ~ound one; he 
does not mean to say that no exrmption fee should be reali­
zed • what he says is that the owners of these lands, esped .. 
ally of these ancestral dwelling h{,)uses, shoulci be given 
relief to the extent of 50 per cent on accou~t of the impro­
ved value of the land. With these words, I beg to support 
this amendment. 

The amtndment \Va:. lost. 

Width of a. Street. 

BABU AMULYA DHONE ADDY :-1 move that for 
the proviso to c1au~e 315 (2), the following be substituted. 
namely:-

H Provided that the Corporation may allow a private 
street to be made or laid out of a width of less than 20 feet." 

It will appear from the provisions of clause 309 that the 
width of a projected public street shall not be less than 40 
feet and that because the provisions of this Act as regards the 
width of a public street shall apply in the case of private 
streets. It will appear that under this definition even. a 
common passage is n private street. Ifthere is a passage lead­
ihg to four of five houses even belonging to the same person, 
:t is a private street. But under clause 2 I:' the width of this 
common passage is to be 40 feet. But there is a proviso 
unaer which the Corporation may allow n private street to 
be made of a width less than 40 feet but not less than 20 feet;. 
and if the street is less than 200 feet in length, the maximum 
width of such street may ordinarily be taken to be 3t? feet 
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instead of 40 feet. What I beg to submi t is that in the caS8' 
of a private street the Corporation should be authorized t6 
reduce the width even to less than 20 feet. I admit that there­
should be some restriction in the case of width of private 
streets. Suppose a persoft has 1\ big plot of land, generallr 
a common passage of 5 to 7 feet in width. This migbt 
increase tht, congestion 'bf the locality and that is the reasolt 
why some provision should be made. At the same time, if, 
under th;\ clause the width of a street is 40 feet, that wiJJ 
debar a person from Jeveloping his own property, That is· 
the reason why the numbel of pr1vate streets which have 
been constructed under the existing Act is very limited. 
What I submit is that we should han' sump. provision utldeT 
which the owners of priYate properties might be encouraged 
to construct private streets. What j", done by the Calcutta 
Corporation itself in the case of back lands? The Corpora­
tion keeps a passage leading to the back land, but tM widtb, 
of that passage is not 30 or 40 feet as contemplated by this 
Bill but is only 8 feet; but if a pnvette person keeps such a· 
passage, th~ wicith of that passage is to be 20 to 40 feet. 
There are several amendm~nts under the clause. Rai FanindJa 
Lal De Bahadur has suggested 15 feet and Dr. Prarnathnath 
Banerjea has suggested 12 feet. So it wIll appear that my. 
suggestion is very moderate. What I beg to submit is that 
it should be left to the dbcletion of the Corporation to fix 
the width of the street, and in special circum~tances the 
Corporation may be authorized to reduce the width of the 
street to even below 20 feet. 

The motion was put and lost. 



Rela.xa.t1on of Building Regulations. 
BABU AMULYA DHONE' ADDY :-1 move that in 

clause 329A proviso (i) be omitted. 

Under section 391 of the exisp;ng' Act it i~ left to the 

discretion of the General Committee to make any relaxation 

whatever in the case of additions to, or alterations tf, an exis­

ting bUilding. III the else of a new building a p~rson must 

comply with all the bui1d~ng r0guJ ations, but ill ca:,c oj addi­

tions to, or alterations, of existing huildillgs it is left to the 

discretion of the General Committee to make any relax.ltion 

and the reason is obvious, because under the Act of 1888 the 

building regulations were nomin.tl. lJ nder that Act a perwn 

intending to erect a building bad to keep a back ~pace of 

only 4 fe!"t and at the side all open space of 4 feet only. but 

under the Act of 1899, that is, the existillg Act, vcry htring­

ent regulation" have been pre~cribed. In the case of a dwel­
ling hou"e he has to keep a '\ery big open space the mini­

mum of which is 10 feet. Therefore, ill t he case of additions 

to, or altelations, of existing buildingh and the building ... erect­

ed bdllll' the ex;sting Act c.nne into force with the sanction 

of the lllunicipal authorities under the Act ot 1881'\, it would 

be a !:-oourC'0 of hardship. That if, the rta~Oll why the Legis­

lature have authorized the Gellelal Committee 01 the Corpo­

ration to make relaxation ... ot the building rt'gulaliolls ill the 

case of th()~t: houses. But you will find that untIer c;au!>e 

3:l9 the l'nrpOI.ltio\l will bl' divested ul these power:,. It 
&ays that In the rase of stich arlditiolls no relaxation is to be 
lll,\de Howt'ycr, ()11 my rt·present;:ti(li;. the Select Com­

mittee wc~re good enough to make hOme 1 elaxation as would 

apptlar from rule 96 of Schedule X VI. r lldel this rule the 

Corporation may make relaxation, but eyen this PO\\ er of 

relaxation has been restricted. Rules 30 and 32 may be rt:· 

laxed so as to prevent the demoliti" 11 of any material part of 
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any masonry building in existence, but sufficient space is 
required to be kept open under that rule. Rule 29 may be 
relaxed provided the buildings conform to the provisions of 
rule 23 and 30. So it ",ill appear that even the po,,'er of 
relaxation of the Corporation has been taken away except 
in these "matters. I 4protested at the meeting of the Select 
Committee and as it is the unanimous recommendation of 
the Corl"Oration ot Calcutta, I think I may be justified in 
pre~sing thiS before this House.' 

As regards the ~econd prov~o I have not the slightest 
objection. On the contlary I must admit that it is a sound 
one. It runs as follows :-

"Such relaxations are lIot likely to plcjudidally affect the 
sanitation or velltilatloll of the builtllllg or other buddings in 
its vicinity:' -Therefore, if the adJition or alteration does not prejudi-
ciaJly aired the ::.allitatioll or ventilation of the uUlldlllgs, 
then the Corporation Illay be authorized to make relaxations. 
Not only that. It says il it does not affect the sanitation 
not only of the building in que:,llon Lut abo of other buildings 
in its vicinity, then relax<ltiull may be made; theu ,'\ here is 
the harm ill giving thi~ powel of rt::ltlxatioll to the Corpora­
tion ot Ca lcutLt-a Cvrpor,ltion wlllch will cOllsi~t of the 
representatin~~ ot the people, a Corporation which will COll­

sist of 12 repre<;entati"es of the Bengal Chamber of Com­
merce and such other public bodies? 

Now, the question is whether this power of relaxation 
has been abu~ed by the Gener,tl Committee or not. 1 may 
say that it has IIOt been abUSed. As a member of the Buil­
dillgs Sub·Committee of the CorporatIon for the la~t 15 or 
16 Years, I may be allowed to say that in a very sm~ll 
number of cases such relaxation has been made. It is on 
the strong recommendation of the City Architect or of the 
Chairman of the Corporation that such relaxations are allowM 
ed anct even in certain cases their recommendations have rot 
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been accepted by the Sub-Committee. That being the case, 
why should the Corporation be deprived of the right which 
they have been exercising since 1899- It is very difficult 
to comply with all these buildi'lg regulations especially in 
the case of building which has been in existence before 1888 
and even in the case of a building which has be~, erected . -with the previous permission of the municipal authorities 
under the Act of 1888. 

A 

As regards the added area, I mean Maniktala, Cossipore-
Chitpore, and Garden Reach,it will be a source of great hard­
ship_ PractIcally there are no building regulations, they 
have constructed buildings at heavy cost and now, if they 
are called upon to comply with all the stringent building 
regulations in the case of additions to, or alterations of, the 
existing buildings, will it not be a source of great hardship to 
them f ... In the case of the city proper it might be said that 
the buildings were constructed in accordance with the buil­
ding regulations under which the people were forced to keep 
certain open spaces. So it will not be so great a hardship to 
them if they are now asked to comply with the proposed 
regulations, but in the case of the newly added area it will 
be so. There are other classes of buildings. In the deta­
ched area it will appear thl\t under rule 24 of Schedule XVI 
a person going to erect a building in a town area shan have to 
keep an open space of two-thirds of the total area. Now, 
if certain localities in these newly added areas are declared 
as detached areas, certainly they will be a source of great 
hardship. If they are called upon t.o comply with rule 24 of 
Schedule XVI to leave an open space of two-thirds of the 
entire area, it would be a source of greatest hardship to them. 
Leave it to the discretion of the Corporation. If you have 
a'hy confidence in them you must give this discretionary 
power to them, If you have no confidence, abolish the 
Local Self-Government. 

The Motion was lost. 



lIn.tee Begulatlon •. 
• 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY :-1 beg to mo,-e that 
in clause 3154 {3J, line, 'or the words "six months" the worde 
"one year" be substituted. 

It w8uld appear that under the bustee regulations the 
bustee-owner is called to open o·ut roads, and remove huts or 
portions thereof for the improvem·ent of the bustee, but the 
penod within which he is to do thIs work in only six months. 
I may say that this is the present law, and that is the reason 
why it is impossIble for a bustee-owner to comply with the 
municipal requisition, and the re~ult is that he is dragged 
before the municipal magi~trate and heavily fined. Now, 
Sir, in the the suburban area tt"nants are not -generally 
tenants at WIll, they erect buildings on leaseholds which are, 
instead of monthly tenancies, yearly tenancies, but in case 
the bustee-o\\ ner doe!:> not manage to remove the huts, he is 
under the painful nece!:>sity of instituting suits against the 
tenants fm ejectment, but before institutlDg :::uch suits he 
serves a notice to quit, but in the case of a yearly tenancy, 
the period of notice must be six months, so it is impossible 
for a person to comply with the !:taid municipal regula~ioti 

"ithin six months. Apart trom that he has to incur heavy 
expenses for the construction of streets and other works. 
It may be said that in the Select Committee some conces­
sion has been made, Ilamely- "within six months after the 
date of such notice or withit. such further time as the Corpor­
ation may from time to time allow." I admit this is a 
concession, but why should a person be at the sweet wilL of 
the Corporation of Calcutta, when it is well-known, as a 
matter of fact, that he cannot be expected to comply with 
the requisition within a period of six months. 

If.a person is willing to erect masonry building on his 
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bustee land by the removal of huts, he will not be allowed 
to do so ; he is enforced to open out roads at his own cost 
for the convenience not only of his tenants but of the tenants 
of the bustees adjoining his owrt. What I beg to submit is 
is that he should be paid adequate compensation for this. 
But under sub-clause (7) adequate ce:mpensattbn r\vlll not be 
paid. Under this sub-clause the Corporation shall campen· 
sate the owner of such land for any such area that t; included 
in the street which is in exces~ of one-seventh of the entire 
area of the land which cea!>es to be included in tht: bu~tee. 
That is to say, only a portion of the amonut of compenl:!ation 
will be paid to him. I think, ~ir, he ought to be tully c')m­
pen sated for the damage or loss that h( will suffer for opening 
up certain portions of his land for roads wh;ch will not ben~­
fit his own tenants but tho!>e of the adjoining bustees. 

The amendment was lost. 

Prohibition of Sla.ughter of Cows. 

RAI MAHENDRA CHANDRA ~lITRA BAHADUR:­
I beg to move-

(1) that for clause 388 (2) the following be substit\lted, 
namely, 

(2) The Corporation may, at any tUlle, prevent, restnct 
or regulate the slaughter of any kind or clas~ of c,lttle in a 
municipal or private slaughter house in Calcutta as may seem 
to them proper, 

(jj) that in clause 388 (2), line 6, for the words 

,. in a municipal or private slaughter-house of f>uch kind 
or class of cows and calves as may to them seem PJop~r" 
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the following be substituted, namely :-" of any kind or, 
class of cattle in the municipal slaughter houses," and 

(iii) that for clause 3 (63) the following be substituted, 
namely,-"Slaughter-house." 

(63) "Slaughter-house' 'means any place used for the 
slaughter of such cattle, goats, kids or pigs as the Corpora­
tion may a'low". 

Babu tiMULY A. DHONE ADDY:-I beg to support the 
Rai Bahadur's first amendment wJlich also stands in my name. 
I also move that if this motion be Jlot carried, then in clause 
388 (2), lines 3 to a, the ",ord~ Hoy a resolution in fa"our of 
which not less than two-thirds of the members present and 
voting have voted" be omitted. 

I further move that to clause 389(1\ the following proviso 
be added after the existing proviso :-

"prO\'ided also that the Corporation shall not grant 
license for sale of meat of such kinds or tlasses of animals 
as the Corporation have prohibited from slaughter." 

First of all I will explain my position as to why I beg 
to move these amendments. It will appear from a represen­
tation whie!) has been made by the All-India Cow CO!lference 
Association as well as the Cow Protection Society that they 
have suggested the following amendment to the Bill, "that 
the Corporation may at any time prevent, restrict or regulate 
the slaughter of any kind or class of cattle in the municipal 
slaughter-house in Calcutta as may seem to them proper." I 
will first of all state that this All-India Cow Conference 
Association consists not only of Indians but also of 
Europeans; not only of Hindus but also of Muhammadans. 
The Hon'ble Jnstice Sir John Woodroffe was the President 
and the Hon'ble j<lstice Greaves is the present President...of 
this Association. It will appear that the object of this 
representation is not a political one. It is also not a relegioUB 
one, but is simply an economic one. That is the reason why 



!" U2 , 
L. ~ 

the Cow Protection Society has al:;o made thiSl representation. 
The Hon'ble Justice Sir Aushutosh Mookherjee is the 
President ofthis Soeiety and Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhury 
is the Vice·President. He is a cousin of the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of AgricU'iture. the Hon'ble Nawab 
Sayid Nawab Ali Choudhury. Had it been a religious 
one, I am sure he would not have joi~d this A-ssoeiation and 
1 may be allowed to say to my Muhammadan brethren that 
I would not have taken it up. I lldmit that I am a hindu but 
had it been a religious question, I would not hltve moveu the 
prohibition of slaughtering of Cows only. What about 
bullocks? I do not object to the slaughter of bullocks. In 
Calcutta 90,000 bullocks and cows used to be slaughter~d. 

Out of this 90,000, 60,000 are bullocks. Also 10,000 calves 
used to be slaughtered. I have never raised my voice against 
the slaughter of these bullocks. Therefore, it will be apparent 
that, had 1 considered it a religious one, I would not IHl"e 
moved these am!ndments. Simply on economic grounds I 
have brought forward thiQ matter. With regard to pregnant 
cows, about 700 pregnant cows used to be slaughterell in 
Calcutta. It was on the suggestion of Dr. Pierce, the teamed 
Health officer of the Calcutta Corporation, that the Corpora­
tion has prohibited the slaughter of pregnant cows and as 
regards the calves, it was on the suggestion of our esteemed 
friend, Mr. Jones-l am really glaft that he is now a member 
of this Council-the editor of the statesman and Friend of 
India, who is really a frielld of India. that the Corporation 
has prohibited the slau~hter of calves, with the exception of 
t.hose which are used for vaccination purposes. Now it will 
,lppear that this ;s purely all economic question, and the 
S?6Cial reason why I advocate this measure is to ilJcrease the 
supply of mil~ and develop agriculture. Is it not a fact that 
the prices of food-grains have increased during the last 
f~w years T What is the reason? Shortage of cattle. Is it 
not a fact that the price of milk has become too dear? There 
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was a time when we used to gel milk even at 40 seers a rupee, 
but now in Calcutta we cannot get even 2t seers for a rupee. 
What is the resu)t? The result is disastrous. The shortage 
of mi)1Z supply is one of the principal reasons for the bigh 
rate of mortality in Calcutta. So far as tuberculosis is concern­
ed, in 1902, the number of deaths from this disease was 38, 
000, and· in 1917, it· has gone up to 100,000. So far as 
general mortality is concerned, in New Zealand the rate of 
mortalit' is 10 per 1,000; even in Japan it is 2 I per 1,000, 

but in India it is 38 peT I 10OO~ As regards infant mortality 
in India it is 260 per 1,000 and su rar as Calcutta is concerned 
it is more than 300 per 1,000. It wac; 386 per 1,000 in 1920 

and the rate of infant mortality is much higher amongst 
Muhammadans than amongst Hindus, not to speak of Anglo­
·Indians. Therefore, if any step is taken for reducing the rate 
()f infant mortality in Calcutta, it is the Muhammadans who 
will be more btmefited. If any step is taken for tlie develop­
ment of agriculture, it is the Muhammadans again who will 
he specially benefited, and it any step is taken to reduce the 
prices of food.glaills, it is they who would be more benefited 
because most of them are \ el y poor. That is the reason 
why I have suggested that we must take the lite "!lary steps 
for reducing the rate of infant mortality, for reducing tb~ 
plices of food·grains especially in Calcutta. It may be satd 
that there are other steps also which may be taken, viz., 
provision of pasture grounds, stud-bulls, establishment and 
maintenance of veterinary dispensaries, prohibition of the 
export ot cows from India to foreign countries. 1 am grate­
ful to the Government, especially to the Hon'ble the 
Minister tn charge of this Bill, for his having accepted these 
suggestions of the Corporation and for having already provided 
them in the Bill now under consideration. But that is not 
enough. You must take the radical step by which we-can 
leduce the rate of infant mortality. Had it been the case 
that these cows are slaughtered simply for the supply of food 
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to the poor Anglo-Indians and Muhammadans of Calcutta, 
the case would have been quite ditrerent. But as a Jrultter of 
fact, cows are slaughtered not only for human consumption 
but also for the supply of dried meat which is e~ported 

in large quantities in Burma. Not ~nly that. A very large 
number of cows are slaughtered in Calcutta for the supply of 
hides which are exported in heavy qu~tities tQ., t~ foreign 
ports. It will appear from the administration reports of the 
Corporation of Calcutta that whenever the price.of hides 
goes up, the number of cows illaughtered also goes ur. And 
whenever the price comes down the number of cows slaught­
ered also comes down. 

Then, Sir, had it been a religious question, the leilding 
Muhammadan gentlemen of India would not have taken 
part in it. I would draw your attention to the memorable 
speech of Mr. Mazharul Haq, as the Chairman of the Recep­
tion Committee of the An-India Cow Conference Associa­
tion who, at the meeting held at Patna in 1919, strongly 
urged that the slaughter of cows should be prohibited. Then 
Hakim Ajmal Khan, as President of the All-India Moslem 
League, in the year 1919 at the lllt"'ting held at Amritsar, 
declared that the only step which should be taken for 
reducing the rate of mortality in India is the prevention of 
th~ slaughter of cows, 

In the year 1921, on the 7th of February, I put a ques­
tion to the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of Local Self­
Government as regards the high prices and scarcity of milk 
and also about the rate of infant mortality, and he was kind 
enough to qay that Government were aware that the scarcity 
of good cow's milk was one of the causes of high infantile 
mortality. Then, Sir, it was stated tha~ the local bodies 
wer~ taking the necessary steps, as it was their duty to do 
so. That is the reason why I have suggested that the Cor­
poration of Calcutta should be authorized to prohibit the 
slaughter of cows or certain classes of cows. 
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This question was raised in I 9Z I in the House of LordS~ 
by Lord Tenterdum, and the then Under Secretary of State­
I mean HIs Excellency. Lord Lytton, who is our present 
Governor and of whom we are proud-was kind enough to" 
give a reply that this questi.n was f'mtrusted to the Ministers 
under the Government of India Act. That ir;; the reason why. 
I appeal to the Hon'ble \he Minister in charge of agriculture 
to take the necessary steps, so tbat the rate of mortality, 
especially !'bfant mortality in Calcutta, may be reduct'd. 

Then, even the Amir of Afghanistan, who i3 an ideal 
• Muhammadan, has been kind enough to legalize to the effect 

that the slaughter of cows should be prohibited. His 
Exalted Higtmes<; the Nizam of HyderabC}d ha!> abo prohibit­
ed the ·slaughter of cows in hIs own l>ominion, and in Bengal, 
several municipalities have also prohihite<l the slaughter of 
cows and ca1ves. It may be said that mo"t of the Commi­
ssioner') there are Hindus hut what about the· Amir of 
Afghanistan and His Exalted Highness the Nizam of 
Hyderabad? Ale they not true Muhammadan<;: What is 

our obj{'ct in plOlllbiting the slaughter 01 cows and not 
bullock.,? It i!' wIth a "jew not ollly to increa!>e the supply 
of milk. but abo to increa<;e the supply of bed though in 
course of time. That is the reason why ::.he-goats are nut 
slaughtered by the Hindu,>. The tle!>h of he-goats is their 
food. But in order to keep the supply ot goat's fie!>h, they 
do not slaughter she-goats. It may be said, and it has been 
said by our esteemed friend Maulvi Syed Nasim Ali, for 
w1l0:,e opil1lon I have high re~ard-that this legislation will 
interfere with private rights. Is it not a fact that building 
regulations have been enactM in the Bill? Is it not' a fact 
that the:"e regulations will trample down the fights of 
priv,,;te per~OltS? Take the case of acquisition of land und~r . 
the Land Acquisition Act. Is it not an infrigement upon 
provate rights-certainly it is, but it must be done because jt. 

is absolutely necessary. 

10 
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<At this stage the member reached the time-limit.) 

1 shall be very grateful if you would kindly allow me 
five minutes more. 

Mr. President :-Amulya BaJJu, you had a full quarter of 
an hour and in that time you have made a Yery long speech. 
Yvu have taken us to ~ew Zealand.. Japan, and ...,ther places. 

Babu AMUL YA DHONE ADDY:-Sir, I _ have got 
another amendment and I hope to compr~ss my remarks 
as much as possible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT :-1 shall allow you only a minute 
more and you should try to compress your remarks as much 
as possible. 

BABU AMULYA DHONE ADDY:-Very well, SIT. 

The Corporation, as I have said, has already prohibited the 
slaughter of calves and pregnant cows ; and if this c1am,e be 
omitted altugether. the Commissioners will be in a falsp 
'Position. because, in order to leli!alize it, the Select committee 
have lJlade this provision which is a very n:asonable one. 
There are many safeguards. for instance, there is the prl)­
vision of two-thirds majority. My object is to increase the 
milk supp!y. The rec(lmmendation of the Select Committee 
is a very cautious one and I would appeal to mv :\1'uh;\IlJ­
madan friends to accept it as a compromise. 

The amendments were put and lost. 



Tax on La.ndholders. 

Balm Surendra Nathe Mullick moved an amendment for 
license-tax on landholder. 

Babu A:\lULYA DHO~E ADDY :-1 opoese the 
amenunlPnt. I tear it will probably be said that I do gO be­
cause I am one of the landlorJ~ But Sir, being one of them, 
I know their grievances. The qut'eStion is whether such a tax 
should he levied upon them or not. It will appear from the 
schedule that under the exi~ting Ad a vakil of the High 
Court of Calcutta is to pay a licen~t, fee of H-;. 50 irrespect­
j\'e of hi" income. and even jf hi" lIlcome be more than Rs. 
50,000 he 1:' to pay 0111" Rs 50. However, our estet>med 
frielld Me l\falilk who wac; a leading member of t,lle Alip(\rt~ 

Belr, sought to redress their gl ievances and IH' said that a ... 
thelt' wt're a large number ot vakil:, ",hose income was onh' 
lil,)!l1ill:t1 the amount payahle Dy them might be reduced . 
..\:" will appear from the <;ch.·c1ule of the Bill, in the case of 
tho~e valdIs who do not pay anv income ta~. the amount has 
h:::'en lcduct"d 1rol11 Rs. 50 to Ro;. 25 per annum. rllcrdoJe, 
Sir, as voicing the grievances ot the landholders I cannot but 
oppose the amendment. 

Sir, the iandholders of Calcutta have already been suf· 
fering much owing to the operation of the Calcutta Ht::nt 
Act. It may be said that the Act would last for another 
year only, but there is 110 knowing that it wiII not last (or 
ever. I do not find any ::uch provision in the Madra., Act. 
Bombay Act ur any Municipal Act in any ot the provinces 
of India or even in the Engli&h Country Council Act. lht' 
Acting Chairman ~ys that eVen the hawkers will have to 
pay a license fee of Re. I per annum. I am strongly opposed 
to it and I am really sorry that my objection has been dis­
allowed by the Select Committee. So far ar this is concern-
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ed, it was thoroughly discussed in the Select Committee and 
was rejected by an overwhelming majority of votes. Sir r 
the landholders of Calcutta pay very heavy rates and though 
the maximum rate is 23 per ce1i't and I am afraid that, in 
course of time, the Corporation shall be under the painful 
necessity of increasing the rates. III addition, t(1' this con­
solidated rate the landholders have to pay a transfer dt;ty of 
z per cent. I beg to submit that the money wl9ich they 
inve:-t in land and buildings ib inve~ttnent money. If a man 
invests a Jakh of rupees rin bui1din~s and has to pay this 
tax, in addition to his income-tax ;;Uld municipal rates, it will 
be a source of great hardship to him. ~ut It a man invests 
his mono), in Joans on landed property or any other hu:,ine:,~' 

he shall have to pay income-tax. 

The Aye being I and the noes 50, the amendment was lost. 

Ta.x on Newspapers. 

BABU AMUL YA DHONE A DDY :-1 beg to move 
that in Scbedule V, rule I. 'item TO be omitted, and that ill 

Schedule Y, rule I, item 2() be omitted. 

It will appear from this Schedule that the proprietor of a 
newspaper periodical or journal would be called UpOh to take 
ont a license and pay a fee of l{3. 50 or Rs. 100 per annum. 
1 beg to submit that ·there is no such proYisiun under the 
existing Act. A newspaper is an organ through which we 
are ;n a po~ition to ascertain the views and grievances of 
the public at large, and it is also through these newspapers 
that people also know the views of the GO'rernment. These 
papers help not only the people but also the Government, 
therefore it is not desirable that the proprietors of these 
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newspapers should be taxed ; some' of these papers, so far as 
1 know, are not paying; therefore, apart from the question 
of the amount of taxation, I beg to submit that it is highly 
objectionable, and i' is on that principle that I object to it. 

The amendment was put and lost. 

Wa.ter Auppl,. . 
• 

Babu JATINDRA XATH BOSE moved that dause 
248 (1) <a) be onlitted. 

Babu AMUL YA DHONE ADDY :-First of all I would . 
. support the amendment No. 396, and if it is not carried, then 

I would insist on my amendment No. 326, and if it i'5 n6t 
carried, then 1 wlJuld insist on my amendment ~ o. c;99, but 
1 must strongly oppose No .. 393. 

I fail to understand as to why the water supply should 
not be cut olf from a house which is unoccupied. Because 
in the case at a \ aC,tut holding thf> supply of filtered water 
will be nothing hut a mere waste and, tmther. as soon as a 
house is vacant, it would be the proper duty of the Curror­
ation to cut off the water supply from that house. As 
regards sub-clause (b), I beg to submit that it should be 
omitted altogether. Under the sub-clause "the Corporation 
may cut off the water connection if ( in the case of a bustee 
the owner, or ( in other ca ~e) the occupier, of the premises 
fails, for IS days after the due presentation of a bill or the 
due service of notice, to pay any sum due to the Corporation 
from him in respect of such permises," that is to say, jf a 
person fails to pay any rates and taxes,due from him,then the 
water conection will be cut off not in re!;pect of such premises 
lor which he fails to pay rates and taxes, but in respect of 
other premises. Suppose a person has got a landed property 
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in Ward No. I and he resides in Ward No. 25. If he does 
not pay the rates and taxes in respect of his property in Ward 
No. I, then the Corporation may cut off the water c,)nneC­
tion from his dwelling house' situated in Ward No. 25. I 
submit that it would be a source ~f great hardship on him. 
The Indian Association have expressed the opinion that ., it 
would be barbarous to cut off the wate. supply on--tlte ~round 
of the failure of the owner to pay rates and taxes. Then, 
~ir, there arc other measures which can be taken- by the 
Corporation. If he does not {:lay the rates in respect of any 
premises, the Corporation -:::an bring a suit against him fOl 
default and can attach his movea-ble property for the arrear:.. 
But, Sir, let the Corporation take whatever coercive measures 
they may take under the law, let not the Corporation cy.t off 
the water connection on the ground of the failure on the part 
of the owner to pay rates and taxes in reepect of those 
premises or !my other premises. In the case of a bustee, who 
is to suffer? It is not the bustee 6wner. But if the bustee 
owner does not pay municipal rates ana taxes he will 
not suffer. It is the poor hut owners, the poor people who 
will suffer. If you do not supply the filtered water to the 
bustee pepole, the result would be rather disastrous. Cholera 
will break out; and, as we all know the death-rate is already 
yer)' high in bustees, it will go up further. Then, Sir, when 
the Calcutta Municipal Bill of 1899 was under discussion all 
the hon'ble Indian members of t he Council strongly opposed 
the proposal and suggested that this clause should be omitted 
altogether. They strongly pointed out that it would be 
dangerous to cut off the water connection if the owner fails 
to pay the rates. The Bill may not be duly presented to 
the person concerned. I know of several ..:ases in which 
notice is not properly served, so as to enable the owner to­
contest'the amount of the Bill. Suppose Rs. 500 is the Bill 
presented to him for not filling up an insanitary tank and the 
l)Wner contests that amount may not be due from him. The" 
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Corporation under this sub-clause may cut off the supply of' 
filtered water from his dwelling house. I have already drawn 

attention to the fact that, if the Corporation cut off the water 

supply of building in respect of which he b ill arrears, there 
may be some justification. But jf a person has got 100 

houses and if he pays rates in re!>pect of 99 huuses but be in. 
arrears for one house .. 'hich may not be due to neglt'ct on 
hi!> part, would the Corporation be justified in cutting off the 

water supp'y flOm hi" very dwelling hous~ on this ground! 

With these lew word.., I !>trongly.support my anll:ndmellt 
and oppo~e the Illation for omis".'>l011 ot sub-c1au::-c (I) (a), 

The motiol1 was carried. 

BE.OVAL OF HUT~ 
WITHIN STREET ALIGliMENTS. 

BABe AMULYA DHONE .\lJDY .- I tnOVe-

(i) That in clause 356, :,ub-clause (I), lllle 2, lor the 

"ords "five year~" the follo\\ illg wOld:, ut: substituted, 

Il,imely :-

"seven yeals in the ca!>e of a go\pata hut and ten years­

in the case of a tiled hut;" 

(ii) That in clause 356, sub-c1au::.e (J), line 7, for the 
words "owner of the land or the owner:. or occupier!)" the 

"owner" be substituted, and 

(iii) that in clause 356, snb-c1ause (2), line~ 4 to 6, all the 
words beglnnin~ with the words "but such compen~ati~n" 
be omitted. ' 

Sir, thia is a new section and there is no !)uch provision 
either ill the existing Act or in the Bombay Municipal Act 
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or in any other Municipal Act of India. It clearly shows 
that there is going to be one law for the rich and another for 
the voor. Under this clause the owner of a bustee is called 
upon to remove huts within five years so as to comply with 
bustee street alignment lines. 111 the case of masonry bui]-

. dings, if a person happens to be the owner of a block of 
masonry buildings he cannot be can~d upon 'ro \emove his 
buildings or any portion thereof which falls within the align­
ment of a ~treet unless he is paid adequate compensation for 
the removal of his buiIdi~gs and for the acquisition of his 
lands. But If he happens to be the owner of a block of 
huts alJd if some of the huts fall within the alignment of a 
bustee street or even hut alignment line, he can be calied 
to remove those huts or portion thereof within five years. 
Sub-clause (2) says-

"Wh<Nl a hut has been lemoved under the provisions of 
sub-c1ausl"' (i), the CorpOlation shall pay to the owner there­
of su('h compensation as they may consider to be leasonable. 

It i~ alright, Sir, up to this point, but I would draw atten­
tion to the words "but such compen~ation shall in no case 
exceed the value of the hut Jess the value of the materials 
thereof." I sugge::.t that this portion should be omitted alto­
gether. Then~ is no such provision in the case of masonry 
buildings. In the case of masonry buildings the ovmer is 
paid compensa1ion for the acqisition of land as also compen­
sation for the removal of any portion of masonry buildings. 
But in the case of huts the owner of the land or the owner 
or occupier of the huts is called upon to remove the huts or 
portion thereof and' the compensation whi~h will be paid to 
the owner of the huts will be quite inadequate. 

~rhen, as regards the period, in the original Bill the period 
was seven' years, but the Select Committee have reduced it 

-;to five years. Is it to be presumed that the life of a hut is 
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.only five years? Of course in the case of a golpata hut it 
may be five or six years. But what about tiled huts? Is 
the life of a tiled hut only five years? Certainly not. I 
would draw attention to the very defective wording of this 
clause. It says that the C.rporation may require the owner 
of the land to remove the hut. I may say here that the 
owner of the land maY4l10t necessarily be the owner of the 
hut. It is the tenants who are the owners of the huts. 
Therefor~ the owner of the land should be called upon to 
remove the hut. How can youlCxpect a person 'to remove a 
building which does not belong to- him? Then again this 
clause caIl" upon an occupier to remove the hut. How can 
you expect him to remove a hut which does not belong to 
him? What interest has he except to liye therein for a few 
days only? How can you call upon him to vacate? So it 
appears that this clause is not only defective but highly objec­
tionable. Under titis clause you call upon the- owner or 
occupier to remO\'e the hut and you will pay him only such 
compensation a~ shall in no case exceed the value of the 
materials. Why will you 110t pay the value of the materials! 
It may be argued that the owtltr gets the materials. But 
what is the valut: of the materials? Further, I may point 
IJut that this clause has been objeted to by several public 
bodies of Calcutta. Therefore, I suggest that this clause be 
omitted altogether and it it i!:o retained then it should be 
improved ill tile terms .IS set forth in my amendment. 

The amendment was put and lost. 

--



Compensa.tion for the destruction of huts. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY:-I move that in 
clause 433 (2), line 2, the word" substantial" be omitted. 

Under this clause if the Health ()fficer is ot opimon that 
the destruction of any hut is necessary to prevent tge spread 
of any dangerous disease, he may take measures for baving 

, . 
such a hut destroyed. V oder sub-c1auc;e (2), compe11sation 

• 
shaH be paid by the Corporation to any person who sustains-
l>ubstantial damage by the destruction of such hut. What I 
object to is the word II substantial." If a hut is destroyed 
for the prevention of the spread of any infectious disease r 

the owner of such a hut (who may be a very poor man) 
would not be entitled to get any compensation for its des­
truction u~lless the damage be a substantial one. I fail to 
understand why he should not be entitled to any compen­
sation for the destruction 0 f a hut unless the loss is a subs­
tantial oue. Is it because he is a poor man? In the case of 
masonry building, if the Corporation insists on its removal 
for any purpose, the owner is entitled to full compensation. 
Why make this invidious distinction between a poor man 
who happens to own a hut, and a rich man who owns a 
masonry building? The word" substantial" is a vague term. 
Who will find out whether the damage is substantial or not? 
The Health Oflicer or IllS subordinate will decide whetht"r 
the damage is substantial. 1 know of cases in w}.ich nO 
compensation was paid to poor men fOl the destruction of 
their huts simply On the ground that the rlamage was not 
substantial. 1 therefore appea 1 on behalf of the poor to 
grant. compensation for the destruction of their huts, 
however trifling the amount may be. 

Mr. S. W. GOODE :-In a former clause of this Bill it 
has been provided that compensation amounting to the value 
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of the hut, less the value of the materials thereof, should be 
aw~rded when huts are demolished. I think that might 'be 
a reasonable compromise ill the present case. Government 
would be prepared to move lhat the clause be ,amended as 
follows ., Compensation shallllbe paid lIot exceeding 'the value 
of the hut, less the value of the materials thereof .. 

It has been pointed out by a friend of mine-it is one of 
the travesti~ of hasty legislation-- that it will bc improper to 
insert the words 4. vahH~ of the .hut le~s the value of the 
materials thereof" because ex-l'ypoth~sj the materials would 
have been destroyed. We would, therefore, accept the 
amendment in this form-" Compensation not exceeding the 
value of the hut shall be paid by the Corporation to any 

'per!>on who sustains loss," omitting- the word II substantial." 
J ... inderstand that Bahll .\mulya Ohone Addy will accept 
this suggestion. 

The modified amendment was thcn put and agreed to. 

Fee For Butlding-Surveyors. 

Babu AMULYA DHO~E ADDY:-1 move that in 
the table appended to clause 47H after the entry relating to 
section 3II, sub-section (I). the following new entry be insert­
ed in columns 1, 2, and 3 respetively, namely :-

J ____ ~ I 
--- I 

I Sectl\ln 3%'&, I Prt,h. bltlOD on Lict'nsed 
Sub-lIection building-surwyor demand· 

(%) I ing or recelvm~ more than 
the prescrlbt>d fee 

Two hundred 
and 

fifty rupees, 
I 
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It will appear from clause 322 tilat the Corporation have 
been authorized. to grant licenses to building-surveyors and 

1n the next clause tht>y have been authorized to -prescribe a 
scale of fees which may be charged by these surveyors. B\.tt 
there is, no penalty clause un~r which these surveyors may 
be punished for their charging more that the prescribed rate. 
There is a similar provision in tl18- case of *Jllsed plumbers 
where the Corporation may prescribe a scale of fees and if a 
plumber charges more than that fee he is liable to criminal 
prosecution. There is a 9Ipecific provision to this effect under 
the Act. I fail to u'1derstand why no such provision has 
been made in the case of licensed building surveyors. Most 
probably it is an oversight, and in order to rectify it, I make 
this sugges~ion for the consideration of the House. 

Mr. S. W. Goode :-1 was prepared to argue that the 
. amendment was qnite unnecessary first because a person froill 

whom ·an excessive fee is demanud might rt'fuse to pay it , 
anil secondly, because the license of the building surw'yor 
may be cancelled if he acts improperly. But I admit that 
th.ere is great force in the analogy to which Bahu Amulya 
Dhone Addy has dra wn our attention and I would, therefore, 
accept the proposal. 

1 would accept it witLl the change that the penalty should 
be Rs. 100 which is what we provided in the case of licensed 
plumbers, and the words "in the absence of a written 
,contract "be added after the words contained in the secoud 
column. 

The amended motion was theu_ put and agreed to. 

--0--



Tall: on Palanquins. 

Babu AMULYA DHON£. ADDY:-1 move· that in 
Schedule VII, Item No. I I be omitted. 

Under tIns item a l~ense fee of Rs 2 is to be imposed 
every half-year. I admit that it i~ a small amount, but 1 
object to it ·on principle as it would be a tax on labour, and 1 
want to show my sympatlty for lht! poor labourers. 

Mr. S. W. Goode ;-Sir, 1 wcm'd be prepared to accept 
the amendment, but with a slj~ht IIlOliifi f 'atioll l that is, we 
will omIt ilpaJanquins" but would retain "rick~ha\\ s" . 

• 
Babl! AMULYA DHONI\ .\DDY:-l accept the 

modification, 
The amended motion W;1::' then p\lt agreed to . 

. A REGISTER OF PREMISES. 

Balm AMCLS.\ DHONE .\Vf>Y:-l move thai to 
Schedule XV, after rule ~, the followmg new rule be added, 
namely:-

"9. The Corporation ~hall j,cell a register of all altera· 
tions made by them in the names of streets and in the 
numbers of houses thex ein, alld "Hell register shall be kept in 
such a form as to show tht. date of every such alteration, 
and the name of, the ~trcet and the number of the premises 
previous to such alteration as well as the new name of the 
street and the new number of the premises. It shall be la'\v­
iul for any person to inspect such regibter and to take a copy 
of any portion thereof upon payment of such reasonable 
fee as the Corporation may [10m time to time determine." 
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In this connection 1 would draw the attention of the 
Council to the note of Babu Bepin Chandra Mallik which he 
submitted to the Corporation and which will be found in the 
Corporation minutes. The numbers of premises are gene­
rally chaHged by the Corporati~l and I have received serious 
complaints ~rom many gentlemen about these not being kept 
in a proper form in the CorpoJetioll otJj~s:' Therefore I 
move this amendment. 

Mr. S. W. GOODE : .... 1 am afraid this proposal would 
entail a great deal 0' labour 011 the Corpol ation ul'd the 
hon'hie member should remember that already ill the Corpo­
ration Proceedings we haye got a recant of the changes in 
the names of streets. If the Corpora ~ion has to I econi all 
these details of the changes in numbers which may be (' 0 115-

equential upon the changes in tht names of !.treets, it woul<1 , 
as I hav,!:! already said, ellta 11 a great deal of labour 011 the 
Corporation. It seems to llIe that it would be a n :ry ::,illlple 
matter for the owner of the property to keep a lti stOIY 01 
the premises himself. Why should he depend 011 the Corpo­
ration fOJ this? 

The motion was then put and a divi!:>ioll taken with the 

foHowing result :-

The Ayes being 39 alld the ~oes 25, the motion was 
carried. 



CALCUTTA II"O'B'ICIPAL BILL. 
CODclusloD. 

Babu A.Ml7LYA DHONE ADDY :-1 beg to give my 
fullest support to the jill as amended by this Council. Sir, 
when this Bill was introduced here and especially by the 
Hon'ble -the Minister in charge of Local Self·Government, 
who is really the fathp,T of agitation for Home Rule for 
India, I was under the impressiofl that this Bill would be 
an ideal one, but I am sorry to find that it has still certain 
defects. I admit, Sir, that the existing Act is a highly de­
ftctive one. I admit that material improvements have been 
made in the Bill. I admit that hu<;tee, street, and buildinl! 
regulations have been materiallv improved. I admit that 
steps have been tak<>ll under which the Corporation will he 
in a position to improve the quality of milk, oil. and other 
food-stuffs. I also admit that the Corporation is gning to be 
authorized to e~tabli"h veterinary charitable dispensaries, 
dairy farms, etc., I also admit that the constitution provided 
for the Corporation of Calcutta is going to be materially 
improved. Under the E'xisting Act there are three municipal 
authorities. But under the Bill the Corporation will be the 
supreme authority. Under the existing Act the Chairman is 
a municipal authority. he i<; not bound even to accept the 
suggestion of the Corporation but under the Bill as amended 
by the Council the Chairman will be nothing but the Execu­
tive Officer of the Corporation, and is bound to obey the 
orders of the Corporation. But, Sir, notwithstanding all 
these improvements, I beg to submit that injustice has been 
done to 4 classes of persons. 

Though the franchise has been lowered and extended qut 
the right of plural voting which has been enjoyed by the 
landholders since J 888 is going to be abolished. Then, Sir, 
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injustIce has peen done to the Indian merchants and traders· 
of Calcutta. Though the number of seats allotted to the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce has been increased, I am 
sorry to say that no seat has been allotted to the Bengal 
National ctlamber of Commerce." Thus invidious distinction 
has been made between European merchants and traders 
and Indian merchants and traders~f Calcutta. ,. I also find 
that injustice has been done to the non-Muhammadans of 
Calcutta, and though the ~ uhammadans contriDute only 
one-tenth of the total mlin ici pal revenue of Calct:tta) 16 
seats have heen allotted t·o them. It is a case of glaring in­
justice to the non-Muhammadans of Calcutta. I also find that 
injustice has been done to the poor infants of Calcutta. Th<j 
Corporation has not been authorized to prohibit or even to 
restrict the slaughter of calves or pregnant cows, though it 
was with a vic\v .to increase the ~upply of milk, the dearth 
ot which is well-known to everybody. The rate of infant 
mortality in this city is one of the heaviest in th!:: world. 
Notwithstanding these cases of injustice, I must say that 
material improvement has been made to the Bill and, Sir, 
I may be allowed to say that most of the ~uggestions of the 
Corporation as well as of my humble self have been accept­
ed by the Gov{'rnment and I take this opportunity of thank­
ing from the bottom of my heart l\Ir. Goode for his having 
kindly given so patient a hearing to our suggestions and for 
accepting those suggestions which appeared to him to be 
reasonable. 

I hase pointed out the defects, because I am strollgly of 
opinion that these are the defects of the municipal la w as it 
'5 going to be enacted; awl I hope and trust that in course 
of time the Hon'ble the ~Iinister in charge will be coin-inced 
of my arguments and will introduce a Bill for the amend­
mer.t of the law. Sir, I haye the greatest confidence in him 
ai he is my political guru and it is through his exertions that 
the municipal law has been materially improved. Sir, with 
these remarks 1 strongly support this BilL 



To 

Sir, 

.l.ppendlz .I.. 

THE HON'BLE FINANCE MEMBER, 

GOV&RNMENT OF INDI~. 

I have me nonour'o submit the following note for your 
favourable consideration :-• 

Under the statutes of 183i & 1858 alllhe revenues 
ra.ised in any province from whate.ver sources it might have 
been raised, belonged to the Government of J ndia and tbe 
Local Governments got what they wen~ allowed by the 
Supreme Government. This division of revenue was known 
as the financial settlement which used to be made from year 
'to year~ then in some provinces were made for 5 years and 
in other province3 for less periods. This division.was at the 
absolute deseretion of the Government of India and every 
province was allowed certain sum as was supposed in the 
opmioll of thp Government of India to be its du~. The result 
showc<l that there had been inequalities in the revenues 
distributed by the Government of India. Under this system, 
our province always was under a great pressure of fin~ncial 
difficulties and our ordinary dole wa" supplemented by the 
Supreme Government by uccac;;onal grants in matters of 
greatest need and urgency, but this was few and far between. 
With the reform proposal, it was inevitable that that system 
was to be abolished and that each province would be made 
independent in the matter of finance. 

In order to effect the dt"c;ired separation of Central from 
Provincial Finance the Montagu Chelmsford Report (Chapter 
Vlll para 203\ proposed that the central exchequer should 
receive the whole of the Income Tax, and the revenue from 
general stamps and Customs, and the Provincial Govern-

II 
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ments should Jetain the entire recPipt from land revenue, 
irrigation, excise and judicial stamps. To meet the deficit in 
the Imperial Rev~nue, it was proposed that every province 
tlhould pay to the Government of India 87;: ot the additional 
revenue which it got under the rearrange4.ent. In assessing 
this, the authors of the report met with a serious obstacle in 
the disparity, whi-;h alread'y exists between Local Govern­
ments in the pitch of their revellUes and the !£ale of their 
expenditure-a disparity deep-rooted in the economic posi­
tion of the. different provinces, their revenue hbtcfry and the 
tale of their oft-revised ¢inanc;al arrangenlent with the 
Central Government. (Chapter I of Meston Committee 
report prt-amble). 

Their ultimate choice fell upon all assessment in the 
ratio of the gross surplus which they estimated that each 
province would enJoy under the new allocation of resources. 
They advised that the whole question should be investigated 
by the Statutory Commission after ten years' working. 

But IIll the earnest repre!:>entation by the GoveTllment of 
India for an earlier treatnwnt of the matter, the :'wleston 
Committee was appointed to investigate the matter. 
Before the Meston Committee, the Finance Committee of 
the late Bengal Council propo!:>ed that the !>hare of the 
Government of India in land reVelOtle' should remain as it 
was, with the respoll,>ibility of that Government regarding 
famine-relief and that duties on exports and revenues from 
110n.ju<licial stamps be made provincial and that the deficIt 
in the Government of India was to be met by proportionate 
contribution from each province. 

The proposal of the Mestun Committee practIcally 
endorsed the distribution of revenues proposed in the 
Montagu Chelmsfora repoTt except that ., Non·Judicial 
Stamps)l was made provmcial. The report also proposed a 
Dew proportion regarding the contribution to be paid by 
each Local.Goyernment to the Central Government. 
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By this new proposal B~ngal which was most adversely 
affec~ed by the new adjustment and had to begin. \lith a.. 
heavy deficit, was to pay permanently the largest share in 

the deficit of Government of India. 

Stundara. of ContributiOn •. 

Pro"ince 
;'\Iadra~ 

-Sombay 
Bengal 

Per cent cotributioil to deficit. 

17 

19 
Un~tetl Provinces IS 

Punjab 9 

Behar & Orissa 10 

'1 he Fmallce Committee as aforesaid lodged a strong 
'prote~t agaill~t this Mestoll Committee's leport. Important 
Associations like the British Indian As~ociation. the Indian· 
A~~ociatjon, the National Liberal League. the Bengal 

~atiollal Chamber of Comlllerce, the ;.\1arwari Association, 

tile :'\hl\\,ilri Chamuer of Commerce also sent in representa­

tIOIl:>. The I .. te Council abo expres!:>ed their dissatisfaction 

and pre"c;ed for the adoption of the Vlew~. put forward l>y 
the Financial Committee a~ afore~aid. 

. The joint Parliamentary Select Committee made certain 

modifications but main points were not conceded and in a 
hurry, adoptf>d the Meston COO1::.ittee report as amended 

by them. The Committee ho\\ ever, recognised the financial 

difficulty of Bengal and commended it to the special consi.­
deration ot the Government ofI ndia. This Council in February 
last passed a resolution on this point and the Government of 

Bengal also sent a strong representatiolol for the ~all1e. 

For detailed ac,~ount see "C" 

This Council, in the February session, unanimously pa~i· 

ed the following resolution :-
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41 This Council rer.ommends to the Governm-ent that the 
Government of India be appr oached immediately with the 
request that the early effect be given to the following: 
recommendation contained in the second report of the 
Parlimelltary Joint Select Committee i. e. "The Committe~ 
desire to ~dd their recognition" of the peculiar financial 
difficulties of the Presidency of BengaI,which they accordingly 
commend to the special consideratftm of the Government of 
India." 

Well, this resolution was passed a few days before 
the presentation of the. Budget under the shadow ant! 
apprehenc;ioll of huge deficit in our financial position, and 
this fear was realised, for we are 111 a deficit of 2 crore5 of 
rupees. The worst, still is that this deficit is to be a 
permanent feature of our Budgfit, unless the Governme~t 
of Illdia comes to our rescue as recommended by the Parlia· 
mentary Committee. 

The resolution passed by this Council was forwarded to 
the Government of India with recommendation by the 
13engJ.I Government but no reply as yet. It is l>are jU5tice 
which we want and dem,mtl. The Justice of our cause has 
been acknowledged by the British parliament and the 
recommendatit)\l of the Joillt Parliamentary Committee is 
therefore binding upon tlJe Government of India. The delay 
the Supreme Government IS making is disastrous. The shape 
whirh the financial as~i5tatlce is to take, has been placed 
before tilt" Government of India by the public hodie~, the 
pres!> and the Bengal Government. Our popular Minister, 
the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter while Secretary of the 
7'Jational Liberal League, in his excellent memorial submitted 
tact:, and figures which can not be challenged and has not 
be~n challenged even by the Government of India. 

Contributions to the Government of India from Bengal 
under the heads of customs and income tax are several times 
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lbigheI than those of all other provinces including even Bom­
bay and though the Land Revenue in Bengal is permanently 
.fixed and therefore inexpansive and is lower than the Land 
Revenue of other big proviftces, and though Beng\l contribu­
tes more to the Imperial exchequer ou the heads of income­
Tax and ct1stom duties ,.et Bengal has been made to pay the 
largest percentage to meet the deficit of the Supreme 

• Government. • 
PrOf'osals are therefOtc madt! to make income-tax raised 

ill this province alloted to it wholl)' or partly or export duty 
on jute made provincial. This jute ilHhlqtry is purely a Ben­
gaJ industry and the income-tax derived from firms purely 
confined to Bengal can be ascert'!ined without difiiculty, it 
may be that some special forms of returns may be necessary. 

The logic of this demand is simplv unanswerable, it would - . 
he mere waste of time to go into details on that score here 
..over again. 

N. B. It has been ascertained that the export duty 011 

jute will be about 2 crores just to meet our deficit. In the 
1\1 ontagu Chelm'sford report I neome-Tax is propm,cd to be 
made wholly Imperial for (I) maintaing a unifoflu rate 
throughout the country and (2) because in case of ramifying 
enterprizes with their business centre in some locality, the 
province in which the tax is paid is not necessarily the 
province in which the income is earned. 

To this, the reply is as follows :-
As to the first ground, that obj ection can be met if the 

legislation regarding the tax is kept in the l1ands of the 
Central Go,'ernment. As to the second ground, that is no 
doubt complex but the difficulty is not unsurmountable. The 
difficulty is in respect of firms having business centlieS in 
mor.e than one province, but this question can be confined so 
far as Bengal is concerned to certain Mines in Behar and 
Tea gardens in Assam, the managing agents of all these 
.concerns are the same and located in Calcutta. 
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That is a question of apportionment between Bengal, 
Behar & Assam which can satisfactorily be ascertained and 
determined t.y these provinces am~ng themselves and tbat 
can not be the reason why the income-tax levied from those 
firms and the income-tax as a whole sjoutd be '!!lade imperial 
source of revenue. 

Again the Bengal Government submitted certaitf returns 
o~ the income-tax levied ~011 business firm!:> havbg head 
quarters in Calcutta, but hl.lVing coa 1 fields ill Behar and tea 
gardens in Assam. About 80% of the local revenue is derh"ed 
from B~ngal and only about 20% outside Bengal. So, if 
the Government is disposed to locate the income-tax in the 
different provinces, it can do so without much difficulty. 

I want to make one sugge stion more, the Government 
of India was also in deficit and there is no prospect of better 
days unless strictest economy is practised all round. My 
suggestion is that duties may be imposed on the export of 
new produces that are exported from our country to foreign 
countries. That will minimise export and stimulate home­
industries on those produces and at the same time bring ill' 
some additional revenue to the Government. See H A." 

In this connection I beg to point out that the prohibition 
of the export of food-gra ins or control over it does not al­
ways conduce to the welfare of our country. 

Take one instance only that of rice, I have been in the 
rice-business throught my iife, in fact it is my hereditary 
business i.e. export of rice chiefly old hard table rice. In the 
prewar days and some years before it, there was no restric­
tion to export, 011 the contrary there was export on large 
scale,; inspite of that heavy export, price of rice was much 
lower than that at present. Therefore it can easily be seen 
that the high price of rice is not due to export. The stati­
stics will show that the production is not now on the whole 
less than before, rather in the increase every year. (See ~'B'') 
So, if all restrictions to the export of food-grains be with-
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drawn and duty is imposed on the export of tood-grain., 
this will curtail export and bring in some revenues and at the 
same time benefit the growers by exporting the surplue­
which the country does n?terequire. 

Let the4iuties, hereb: proposed, upon the export of raW' 
pl'oguce for manufacturing purposes and those on the export 
of food-g&ains be made imperial sources of revenue. Then 
there will bl! no ditfirulty in Illocating the same to thO' 
d.jffierent provinces and the Cent~l Goyernment may give 
up income-tax to Bengal. 

Export of Indian Kel'chandla •. 
19~O, £bs, 

Rice 
Wheat 
Lac 
Coal 
Groundnut seeds 
Cotton Seed 
Linseed 
Sesumum 
Rape 
Wool raw 
Cotton raw 
Bones 

GeDeral Summary. 

190 4-0 5 
Rs. in lakhs 

Wheat raised <in 1000 tons) 7582 " 
Rice" ,,22423 " 

Cotton " ,. 3791" 

" 7400 " 

8Y'5 2 S8 

7'2735 
31999 27 
270237 

1660398 
138561 6-

580054 
1077900 

15 201ti3 
935261 

980"544 
582073 

1912- 13 
Rs. in la.kblt 

9853 
28484 

4610 

9843 

" 
" 
" 
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Injustioe done to Bengal under the old .!'.tem.. 
"C" 

'Under the otd system-

1. Bengal (in 1920) with a po~ulation -of 4'; millions 
was allowed by the Government of India, an income of 
Rs. 8 crores and 95 Jakhs, while Bombay with a pQpulation 
of 19 millions was allowet! an income of Rs. 13t crores. 
Madras with a population ~f 4 I millions with an inrome of, 
Rs. IO! croTes--the United Provinces with a population of 
47 millions Vllth R!:.. 111 clOres:"""tbe Punjab with a popula­
tion of 20 millions with Rs. 71 clOre's and Burma with a 
population of 82 millions with Rs 7t ('fores. 

2. Comparing the sources ot revenue controlled by the 
Bengal Gavernment it appears that the total revenue raised 
in 1919-20 was Rs. 3ti CroftS, in Madras it was Rs. 20 

crores, in the r nited Provinces, it VI as R!:>. 131 crores. It 
will thus be seen that although Bengal ral:,ed the highest 
amouut of revenue <tb!:>olute1y as well u:. proportIOnately to 
-population, 1t was paid the minimum amount to meet its 
own u<imllli:,tratlve needs. '1 he le~ult wa!'> that ill Bengal, 
nlore th,m any other province, the need!'> ot sanit.ltJOn and 
education have been s)'!'>tematically starved. This was the 
initial inju..,tlce under whIch Bengal was suffenng before the 
1'efonns alld tIle r"form!:> did not nght the wrong::.. 

'Under the lteform Scheme. 
Montague Chelmsford Report-

In chapter Vll the question of changing the system of 
nnancial relations between the Central and the provincial 
Governments so as to make the Provincial Governments 
independent of the central Government for the means of 
prOVincial development is dealt with. 
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The principle laid down (in para 201) is that an estimate 
should at first be nfade of the scale of expenditure required 
for the up-keep and devel0p.ment of the services which clear-• •• Iy appertain to the Indian sphere, that reSl)urces with which 
to meet thi¥xpendit ure should be secured to the Government 

• • of !.ndla and that all other revenues should then be handed 
over to the Provincial Governments which would thence­
forth be held wholly responsible for the development of all 
provincial services. 

But without proper enquiry, as to the actual needs of the 
Imperial and Provincial Governments, the authors of the 
lepolt, simply maintained the main heads of revenue which 
\\~ere derived between the Central and Provincial Govern­
ments. So, Bengal, though sutfering under the old system, 
suffers more by the new arrangement also. 

The excise revenue i~ made Provincial and so also land 
revenue. 

Land Revenue is made provincial on the ground that its 
asses"ment and collection are intimately connected with 
ldministration 111 rural areas. Irrigation is made provincial 
as this should materially follow Land Revenue. 

But why shoUld income-tax be made Imperial? Is it 
because as they say, it is necessary to maitain an uniform 
rate throughout the country and because the income is not 
derived from an industry confined in one province only? 
But as regards other Imperi31 heads such as customs, salt & 
nothing is said as to why it wa~ necessary to be Imperial. 

Now as to Land Revenue-

Land Rev~nue in Bengal is permanently settled or 
reassessed. 

The revenue derived from these sources in different 
• provlIlces are :-
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In 1919-20. 

Imperial Share Provincii\l Share Total 
Rs. in lakhs Rs. in lakhs Rs. in lakhs 

I, Bengal 130 166 296 
2. Madras 305 305 610 

3· Bombay JI7 372 5&9 
4· United Provinces 396 261 657 
6. The Punjab 15 F 15 1 30a 

:Exoise. 

Imperial Share Provincial Share Total 
Rs. in lakhs Rs. in lakhs Rs. in lakhs. 

t. Madras- 234 335 568 
2. Bombay nil 395 395 
3· Bengal nil 187 187 
4· United Provinces 49 14 63 
5· The Punjab 55 55 110 

.ajor irrigation including land 
revenue to irrigation. 

Imperial Provincial Tota.l 
Rs. in lakhs Rs. in lakhs Rs. in lakhs. 

I. Madras 55 55 110 

1. Bombay 21 21 42 
3. Bengal It It 3 
4. qnited Provinces 25 101 uS 
5. Punjab 214 214 428 

N. B.-AU these heads are now provincial, but Bengal's­
income under these heads is far less than that of the other 
provinces. 
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.ow take the caae of Income-tax 
1919-20. 

I 111 per~.l1 Provincial Total 
Rs. in lakhs Rs. in lakhs Rs. in lakh' 

Bengal 763 88 851 

Madras 82 39 121 

Bomb~ 602 122 724 
United Provinces C:;~ 25 82 
The Punjab 26 20 46 

Thus heads of revenue selected to be made Provincial are 
those in which Madras, the United Provinces ana the Punjab 
greatly benefit, but Bengal is the greatest loser, and income­
tax which was formerly divided, is now made wholly 
Imperial, as the amount rabed in Bengal is very high. 

YOURS TRULY, 

Appendix B. 
Mmutes of the Proceedmgs oj an Ad10urned Meeting 

0/ the Corporatioll oj Calcutta, held at·the Central 
Mmtlcipa/ O/ftce, 011 Saturday the JIst May, 

I9I9, at 4-30 P.M. 

1. RICE PROBLEM IN CALCUTTA :-The Corpora~ 
tion were asked to further consider the following resolutionlt 
moved by Mr. Jalr'es Wyness, President of the Markets 
Special Committee, at the meeting of the Corporation held 
on the 29th instant. 

(I) That the Corporation do address the Government 
of India, through the Government of Bengal, on the dim-

• culties of the present situation as regards the price of rico 
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and other food-stuffs and suggest for their consideration 
whether by some substantial reduction in the extra provinci­
al or maritime exports or by arrangement for concerted 
purchase fo" other provinces or b~ commandeering of stocks 
or by any other means the present alarming ~holesale prices 
of rice in Calcutta cannot be reduceiP. 

(2) That as regards retail prices, the figures ~ubmitted 

do not point to any profiteering, but the Corporati:)I1 are of 
• opinion that further speci~1 investigation should be made by 

their officers before the 'position is accepted. 
The abovf,! resolution~ were moved at the instance of the 

Markets Special Committee, and Were still under discussbn 
when the meeting adjom\led. 

Bdbu Priya Nath Mallik said that thi" was a matter upon 
which thete were no two opinion". He thanked ",!th all his 
heart Mr. Wyness Presicient of the Markets Committee, for 
coming forward on behalf of the poor and middle classes 
who were in ab"olute dilhc1llties. He was aware that there 
were people ('ven in Calcutta \\ ho did not get more than 
one meal a day. He had been told by Babll Amul) a Dhone 
Addy that thcTt~ were Y-lriuu<, rea<,ons why there had been 
this rise in the plire 01 rice He remembered the two 
famines in Bengal and he could a~~ure the House that the 
price of rice on those occasion~ did not rise to what it was 
now. Then the price was not more than Rs. 6 per maund. 
Now they could not get the ('oarst'st rice at less than Rs. 8 
'Per maunrl while ordinary rice was Rs. 9 per maund. How 
could the poor pay Rs.8 and Rs. 10 per lllaunel for rice and 
live in Calcutta? There was the same trouble in the mofu­
ssil. The prh1dpal reason for this difficulty was that export 
bad 110t been stopped while the freight for Burma rice had 
been increased from Rs. 5 to Rs. 22 and had now been reduc­
ed to RS.20. Apparently the Home Goyernment had been 
wrongly informed that there was a bumper crop in Bengal. 
fie bad opportunities of going over most portions of BtngaJ 
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in his professional capacity and he had seen that there had 
not been a bumper crop but a failure of the crop in many 
place::.. The failures of the Government to prohibit export of 
rice as well as the people being forced to cultivate jute in • place of rice, had brought about this catastrophe. It was a 
catastrophe because rice .which was the stapleefood of the 
people, could not be had at a reasonable price. The resolu­
tion move" by Mr. Wyaess should be carried . 

• Babu.Amulyadhone Addy thanked the Markets Commi-
ttee and specially ll~ worthy President for having drawn the 
~pecial attention of the Corpora~on to the abnormal price of 

• 
rice in Calcutta and having taken the initiative in making 
suggestions for d. representation to Government so as to 
reduce the price of rice. 1\1r. Wyness had made certain 
suggestions for the consideration 01 the Government. These 
suggestio,1s appeared to him to be vague. The suggestions 
of this corporatioll were expected to be practicable as this­
Corporation consi::.ted ot the leading members ~f the mer­
cantile community of Calcutt.t. The first suggestion made 
was t(j h.LVC (I substantial rt'duclion in the extra provincial 
exports namcly, to ha \ e turLi1er re"trictlon in the export of 
rice from Bengal to other PIOvin('e~ of hlliia He was sorry 
to state that he obj ectetl to that 'luggestion. The cun/lition 
of the the other proviuce~ wa~ more deplorable than that ot 
Bengal. From the Indian Trade Journal it would be found 
that the crop in Bengal was 23 per cent le~s than last year, 
Madras35 per cent l es~, the Cnited Provinces 47 per cent 
less an 1 the Celltral ProvilJ{'es 60 per cent les~. It might be 
said that charity t, '--gan at hOllle and that they should see 
that the pricc of rice in Bengal, especially in Calcutta, was 
reasonably reduced and should not considt'r the grievances 
of the people of other Provinces. He submitted that if 
they mad!:' further restriction in the export of rice. from 
Bengal to other Pnwinces the result would be that other 
Provincess would also make further restriction in the export 
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of other food grains from those Provinces into Bengal. He 

would give two instances. 
Take the case of wheat. A very small quantity of wheat 

was grown in Bengal. The Calcutta Gazette showed that 
during the last official year 37 lakbs-of maunds of wheat 
were imported from the other Provinces into Calcutta and a 
certain q~antity was exported to foreign countries. In the 
case of gram and pulses, 33 lakhs of maUlIck,. ,~er-e imported 
from the United Provinces and oth~r Provinces into Calcutta . 

• 
Notwithstanding the present restriction in the impprt ot these 
food grains from other Provinces into Calcutta, the price of 

• wheat in Calcutta had gone up to Rs. 7 per maulJd and ill the 
• 

case of gram from Rs 5.8-1 I to Rs 7 per maund. The result 
would be that the suffering of the people of Bengal would be 
more than at present. 

But there was another suggestion ma(ie, llarndy th,lt a 
substantial reduction should made ill maritime export. He 
wanted {o go further. The propu::'dl '" as that they shoulu 
restrict the export of rice to foreign cuuntries. He <;ubmittl'tl 
that they should prohibit it altogether. That \\" ;15 why he' 
moved an amendment that a representation be made to the 
Government to prohibit th e export of rice ft :)lll Burma and 
India to foreign countries. Ot comse, a;; sugge:.ted by the 
Marketil Committee representation should be ma<\e to the 
Government of India through tilt' Go\'erllllH'nt ot Bengal. He 
gathered from page 27 of th e I :Hlian 'I racie J ouroal published 
by the Government of India th :lt a very heavy quantity of 
rice used to be exported (rl)m BUIIlI<l to foreign COlllltries In 
1918 from January to May the total qualltity of rice exported 
from Rangooll to foreign countries was 7,05,000 tOilS. The 
quantity had been materially reduced so that the slig-gestion 
of the Markets Committee had already been given effect to 
by the Government but notwithstanding that a Yery heavy 
qua1ltity had been allowed to be exported from Rangoon to 
foreign countries. As would appear from the Indian Trade 
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Journal from the 1St January last up to the 24th Miy, 
2,21,000 tons of rice had been allowed to be exported from 
R~ngoon alone to foreign countries. That corresponded to 
55" lakhs of maullds during the last four months aud certainly 
the quantity wo~ld materially go up during the next four 
months. That was coarse iice. Tllat was the riae consumed 
by Ir.dians during famine. There was a gIeat deficit in the 
rice crop ilt India this fear and there was a bumper crop in 
Bwma. Burma was the only country which could meet the 
deficit irtlndia. Was it advisable ill the circumstances to 
allow the export of flee from Buvna to foreign countries? He 
was an exporter of rice but he mu«t say on behalf of Bengal 
that it wal> not advisable at present to aHow the export of 
rice from Burma to foreign countries. A certain quantity of 
rice was allowed to be exported to Australia. There might 
be some ju!>tification for that because they had got wheat 
from Australia. A certain quantity of rice was exported to 
Java. There was some justification for that alio becaus~ 
they got sugar fr0111 ] ava. Sugar was a luxury to 1 ndian 
while rice was a nece&sity. He did not find any justification 
for the export of Burma rice to the Straits Settlements. 
There was no justification whatevtr for the export of Burma 
rice to Europe as it was not used there for lamlan consum· 
ption but fer the manufacture of starch and for distillation 
purposes. Was it aJvisable in the circumstances to allow 
the export of rice from Burma to' Europe for the manufactur~ 
of starch and for distillation purposes initead of the import 
of this rice into India whose people were starving for want 
of it ? Even from Bengal a eertain quantity had been allo­
wed to be exported. During the last four months 49,000 tons 
of rice had been exported from Calcutta alone to foreign 
countries. Bengal rice was con!.umed in Europe but it was 
a luxury there whereas it was a nece~sitv of life in India. He 
therefore moved as an amendment (I) "That a representation 
be made to the Government to prevent the export of rice 



from Burma and India to foreign countries." He had five 
amendments in all and he asked that each one may be put 
separately. 

The second amendment was (2) ttThat a representation be 
made to the Government to permit the ifttport of Burma rice 
for consumption in Bengal." Tpey would be astonished to 
hear that not a single grain of Burma rice was allcwed to be 
consumed in Bengal. It passed J.hrough 'tal~utta and the 
public were under the impression that a certain portion .st it 
was con'Sumed in Bengal but that was not a fact. It was 
exported to the Provinces,.other than Bengal. That was the 
reason the price of CQ';lrse rice in Bengal had so materially 
gone up. In Bengal coarse rice was 10rmetly not mOle than 
Rs. 5 per maund. Now it was not available in Calcutta and 
the price had gone up to Rs. 7 per maund. There was no 
competition, and the absence of competition with Bt!rr~1a 

was responsible for the high price especially coarse rice in 

Bengal. It might btl said that tilt:: price in otht:r Provinces 
was higher. It was absolutely necessary that the Government 
should allow the import of Burma rice which was the cheap­
est rice in the world for consumption in Bengal. If they 
were 1avoured with that, the plice of rice suitable lor 
consumption of the poor would materially come down, not 
less than a rupee in a day. No reason had been gi\"cn 
why they should not purchase Burma rice here. He asked 
for the reason and was informed that was the goyernment 

order. 

The third amendment was (3) 'That a represelltatiol1 be 
made to the Government to reduce the rate of freight on 
rice from Burma to Calcutta." This was a technical question 
and it should be referred to a Committee but the question 
was a very urgent one and they should not make any delay 
in their submission to Government. The problem was an 
exceptionally complex one and the solution was extremely 
difficult, if not impossible. The rate of treight on· rice from 
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R,lng0~a to Cllcutta w as Rs 5 per ton before the war. It 
wont up to R~. 22-8-0 per ton durin~ the war. That was 

natural because there was a scarcity of tonnage throughout the 
world. Eventually i~ was reduced by Rs. 2-8-0. The present 
rate of freight on rice frum Rangoon to Cakulta was Rs. 20 

per tOil les., a rebate of Rs. 2,-S0 that the rate was ~s. I I. In 

the case of Bombay it was last year Rs. 65 per ton. This 
year, it had-been reduceft to Rs. 35 per ton. In the case ot 
Sill~Jre the r,lte was Rs. 87 per ton. It had been redllced 

to Rs. 27-8~o per ton. I .. the case of Pt'nang it was Rs. 84-S·() 
per ton. 1t has been reduced to h~ 25 per tOil. What was 

the 1l1:!.lning ol that? The rate of fr~jght had been material. 

ly reduc:d ill the caS<! of Bombay alJd tOltiL:(1I couulrics but 
.l ~ re~ ,lfJs C.llclltl.l there hac! heen no reductiOIl at all hut an 

inrrea!>e trom Rs. 16 to 20. That \\,<1;0; olle of the reasons 

wlr'l the price u/ rice ill Calcutta \\'a~ !>o high. 11 the 

GOY~fIllllellt do reduce the freight 011 the rice from Uangootl 
tn CtlCllttl ,to.; h.d U~ell done ill tht, ('a~e 01 Bombay, Singa­

pore <tllll P<~n .\llg . the rate at which riCe \\a<; !>old in Caklilta 
w) i1ll b .. l.llL'.:!ri,lll\' rcd~lce l l. Tile ~hipptlS thel11selves wt:rc 

110'. re"p,)1\';lble lor this aun.)T1nal rate of freight but it waS 

un L'r till! onl~rs of the HOIll.! (ilwerIlIlH.:n t that they had 
tixcll the freight. That r.lLe h,lli been fixed by the Home 

GO\·efllmellt. Theretore they would make a rqllc~clltatio" 

thorough the Govelllllwnt of Bengal to the Government ot 

In.1;,t for the reduction of the rate 01 freight from Rangoon 

to Calcutta so that they might get R.tIIgooll rict! ill Calcutta 
at a cheap rate. 

The fourth amendment was 4) "That a reprc~e\1tation be 
made to the Govern mellt to w;tke the deci~ioll of the Vilec­

tor f)f Civil Supplies appealable to a Committt:e (;ollsbtillR ot 
<lfficials and Ilon-oflicials to ue appointed by the GoVeTllment." 

This WilS a delicate que!>tion but they should Illake a tr~nk 
expression of their opinion. Aftt:!r the outbreak of war it 
Director of Civil S';1pplies was appoillted for Bengal. A 
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fe~p(;'cta01(! European merchant :\1r. Bendel, ~,enior partner 

.of Mc!)srs. Becker Gray and Co., was appointed tl,t he posl, 

.and an Advi!,ory Board cOlllpa"ed of repr~sel11.atives Qf the 

I3ellgal Chamber of Commerce and llle Bengal National 

Chami>el: of Commerce was oabo appointed to advise him. 

Mr. Bc-adel, 1I00\'('\'('r, was lc1ieted of hi~ Ow.ies and the 

Advi"ory BO{lHl (li",ch.tT ged. l'J OW"the wo:i'1t ha~l been entrus­

ted to a ci\' iJi ,t1l. He failed to lllltler:. lnnd why the d~ri;;ion 

of till: lJlI<.:ctol of Civil Suppli('" ~1)()lIld )lot b,t' n/ade appeal­

able clllJel to the hight'l tiIUllloIit;l'., t,r to a COllimittee con­

si"ting of rcpre::.entaliv'" (,f ll'e pCOp1t· alld c;' jll'ciall)' of the 
merccllltiie (I lI1l IllUllily. '1 ktl \\(lUlll Cl('at ,~;\ !!rt'ater c~)J)li­

dence ill the oUicers of the tlOH>f\lIlH~llt. 

The Chairm.lIl :-1<; tll ,lt \\ itll le~arrf to the plicc of rice? 

B,lbu Amu!y.ldllOnc .\d fly: -- Ye", SIr. \YitllOUt tbe Ij(,c;l~e 
of the I~ile('tor 0/ Ci\ Ii SlIprlit'~, ,'(III C IIIll0t illlport lice tlOm 

one Pwnllce to allotht I. 

Continning Thbu .-\JT1ul) ,ui1101)t' .\Ildy "1\;(1 that the deci· 

sion of all (JUice l, h()\\'(:'\'er ('1ll1IH: lIt Ill' might be, ~ho111d be 

made appeaJ.lble to a hiL',her (ll1lc('r 0 1 a COUI t at justice. He 

was oppo..;ed tn the ~llg!.!""tl(m m.lfle hy the !\1all,ets COlllmi­
ttee, namely, t.lIe comrn<llldt:'cliJ:g (It ~to('kt>, That was 1I0t 

practic,lhlc in Calcutta. CIlder m:lltiallaw that Wet" done 

in the PUJljab, articies Wele ellt()JCt'd to be ~old at a certain 

rate and thal was why when ~tucks \\ele exhau"ted, shop­

keepers 1 efllsed to impOl t any more and the people suffered. 
The stock of rice in Calcutta \\'<1<; yery limited Jt had been 

said that the rt'tail dealers h,ld been profiteering unreason­
ably. III this c(:)tlllt'ction he drew att('ntion to the note of 

the Vice-Chairn1cltl on this subjeet and referred to the last 

t>auglaph of that Hote which stakd :-" It will be seen from 

on~ of the gr:lphs that there is no excessive or unreasonable 

profiteering by retail dealers, the margin between wholesale 

and retail prices being very narrow .• It is therefore hardly 
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possible to improye the c;ituation ill Calcutta b\' bringing the 
sale of rice under control." 

• 
Dr. S. K. MaJllk :..- fh f' Ylce Chalfmall ~a, ... nothing about 

the wholesale dealt f,>. 

Babu Amlllvadholl e .t\(1(1\-· Ti\(~ rt;:;qlullon ~lOyt'd br 
l\Ir. vVynesc; i ... ~l'lll'r (tl .llld h .lpplll.,\ble not only to retail 

• but to whoh ...... alt' (k,lh' l 
~ 
COlltill~i'lf; Rlhll r\ IIlU I \ , I (1iIOIlt' ,\<1(1\' ... ;ticl th;!t It appe-

ared (lorn the l.t1cutt I (, I/dLe tll.lt the \\hole ... aie pllce ot 
CO,ll " t' rWl r,tn(~ ,-' I tWill I~". 7-4-t ttl H .... 7 11-0 pel IlhlUIHl 

\\ LJle thl Tet III 1'1 J( .: ",I" R, i-~ n !~) R'> B-2 0 pt \ JIl'lI\11d 
<,0 th.t! tb~ IlllJrltlH\ 1111 .11\ 1)( \\\(1'1\ til' llL\'} ,\llll \\hole­

~ ,de l.tL.: \\ ,J:, L.llh tU\,- '111 I" lil I I11U,1\.1 • 

. The h!ll! l'lWJ1lh /( lit '\,l., ( , ) , III tl "t 'po., \w t(lk , )1 for the 

plll ch.I'l' ,ml ,. Llil '> 11. 1)\ I" 1 Jll J ( • III l' tlllltLI Oil ~Uf'h 

t L II11'> .11HI (OIHlltIOll " \'> lIll\ 1)(' I ut! dil\\ It 11\ tlth ('Olpor­

Ilion Ill , \ 11 lel d II ', I II ,111 1' 11 t:H" (.h,· ot kl rl~'>t'I1( Oil. 
If tho \" \\U , ,1 ' 10\\ \ '\ 1\) P 1( , " , (1 1lllnolt B1I1111,lll(e in 

C,t\('UU.l t'l(', llli ht ") 11" 1, till , .d. 01 \ Il'': Ir~(' 'c~P"\ Llhle 

~I ntl III 11 (,j t 1< (f\ III l Ir '\11 k\ t-. t )J th ' It Ltd ' .. de' of 

BI" In' J «~ .It .I r,lte .llill (\ I ( 1. III ,ll'''' to /l 11\\ d 1>\ t\J~ 

I 'lt ti' III III 111 l~ , I~JIII) i \ [11 ( I 0/ J I( (' \\ { -. j{" 3SJ lot l O () 

!J 1"']. ( h "hl(') \\ h J~, 1 ; \) p , 111111111. 1 he (lJ,lll lllcll\­

dd1~ III l~ht \\', )~ , I I) () P • ))) 1I 11lfl 0,0 tll'lt t i l L (I '>l ,t\lu­

g.'t\Wf \\ ,I'" l{ '> . 3 II 0 Jl 1 11 \\"Id 1'1(\ II tIl/'\ ,old til It TI('e ill 

C ,l l('\\tl \ ,\I l \L 11 ,\\"( tit III j "'1 \ 1,1'" 1W1 \ll,ltlll (l It \\ollid 

bL le", tl1,\1 1< , (, I'tl 111 \\1 I h t h ,11l11(j('r \If (.1(t It \\,\S 

sold at I~o.,. 7 p(r IllUtIld \\!t1( 11 \\ , __ till 1J1'11l1l\11l1 pile,· h"It'. 

:'Ifr \V"llc,,>,,>:- T", thll t" ·pt'Ct' ,It the Jl1e-'l'nt high ],tte 
of fl e ight? 11 t 1),,( nt, of I),·,...;ilt W,l~ ICdllC <: d tilt pilce 

would 1)1> It " .... ? 

R\UU .\,:,IGLY\. DHO"E ~D/)Y:-Yt''' ' Ac;<;umillg 
til(> r,lte of freight to bt R" 2(' pe r tOil, file ('o<-t prJ( e would 

be 1<. 5 5-12 0 per mall .Hi (it tll(; 1ll 0.,t If we !o>cJJ Jt at Hs. 6 
pel' maulld we m,lke a profit OJ IoU! anna~ per m,lllud. At the 
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same time we can reduce the price of rice in Calcu~ta by one­
rupee in a single day. 

Continuing Babu Amulya Dhone Addy said that two days. 
ago the Darjeeling Planter~ Association consisting of the 
leading Europeans of that place resolved :-.." That in view 
of the scarcity in the garden di:.h IC~ the Committee earnest­
ly request the Government to take steps to prohibit ['he 
t'xport of rice altogether." ' 

Dr. S. C. Mallik :-What would be the price at the vre 
war tonnage of ri ce in Ca1cutt41 from Burma? 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY :-Rs. 3 8 0 per m~und 
and in famine years R~ 4 per maund were the rates before 
the war, Rs 5-3-0 would be the price at the prt'-war rate ?f 
freight. 

Mr. Hooper :-Have you gone into the question of the 
export fr{;m Call1l1tta ? 

Babu Amulya Dhone Add y :-Yes. 
Mr. Hooper :-74,000 tons were exported last year. 

Amulya Dhone Arldy :-From the Indian Trade Journal 
I find from the 1st January last up to the 24th May, 49,000 

tons of rice were exported from Calcutta to foreign countries. 
That corresponds to 12 lakhs of maunds. 

Mr. Hooper :-My information is that it was 74,000 
tons. 

Babu Amulya Dhone Addy :-That is still worse. 

Mr. Hooper said that the figures he had obtained from 
the Calcutta Custom:. showed th,\t before the war the average 
"'xport of rice to foreign countries was 144,000 tons. In the 
first three years of the war it was 56,000 tons and last year it 
went up to 74,000 tons. 

The Hon'ble Rai Radha Cltaran Pal Bahadur in second­
ing the amendments remarked that they would have been 
mo\'ed even if the recommendations of the Markets Com­
mittee had not come up before the Corporation. ,The 
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matter had received the mo!'t earnest attention of Babu 
At1\ulyadhone Add)" who had carefully collect~d facts and • • figures and he congratnalted B.lhu Amulydhone Addy on Ills 
ahle and well informed spefilCll. 

The HOll'ble Sir Den Plosad Sarvadhicary congratulated 
the Chair~an on bein~ able to secure more than a bale 
q~um ~r the consideration of thii>-what to some might 
appear to be a vel Y ne~ligible question. He hoped that 
some of them did not think that'f rice in abundance could 

• not be had the people might h.e given pi/ao. It reminded 
one of the story of the French Queen who when told that 
the people had no bread, remalked that they might have 
cakes. He expected that much greater interest would be 
taken by the Commissioners in a body on this important 
occasion. He also congratulated the Chairman on having 

• 
been able to get 50 ton:, of Burma rice for the Corporation 
coolie labourers and the po~sibility of obtaining a larger 
quantity for general consumption the distribution of which 
the Chairman had, with the ac!,pnt of the General Com­
mittee, decided should be in the hands of the Markets Com­
mittee. Reference had been made to the resolutiou passed 
by the Darjeeling Planter~' Association but other public 
bodies had also been moving in the matter. The attention 
of members had not been called to the action taken by the 
Indian Association and the very ~ympathetic attitude of the 
Government as indicated in their reply to the Indian As&o­
ciation. The Government were moving in the matter and 
had assured the Indian As~ociation that they were commu­
nicatiug with the Government of India, and last nigbt he 
found a Government notification calling for a census of rice. 
They were all indebted to Mr. Wyness for bringing uP. the 
question with such \'igour and promptitude and to Babu 
Amulyadhone Addy fer placing an abundance of information 
at the disposal of t he Commissioners to assi3t them to come 
to SOl1le decision. 
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Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur seconded the Hon'hle 
Sir Deva Prosad Sarvadhicary's amendment whic~ practL-. 
cally meant the linkiug togetht:r ot the twe resolutions now 
before the <;orporation namely, t1.e original resolution of the 
Markets Committee and Babu Amulyadhone Addy's amend­
ment. In doing so he must expr~ss bis satisfiction that 
Babu J\mulyadhone Addy had done very good service~ 
this Corporation by placing before them all the ~cts and 
figures which he had collect~ with so great all am{)unt of 
trouble in connection with.this rice question. The Corpora­
tion could not but expres::; their thanks to Hahu Amulya 
dhone Addy for what he had done in tim connection. He 
was not prepared to find Bahu Aon..lyallhone Addy, "ho 
was one of the richest and biggest rice merchants in Cal-, 
cutta, come forward helc and he ready to help them in 
going up tQ and asking Goyernmcnt to intenrene. It rel'lect­
ed great credit on 13abu Amulyadhone Addy and sho,,"ed 
that although he W,l<; bent on making money he had not lo~t 

sight of th(· tact that he was required to do what he cvtlld 
for the ratcpa yers of Calcutta. 

Mr. Wyness C'll behalf of the Malkets Committee accep­
ted the advice given by Sir Dev <l Probad Setrvadhicari as he 
thought that it would be a useful way to lormulate the 
resolutiolls. He did not think that Sir D1wa Pro~ad S,lna­
dhicary's amendment departed materially from the resolution 
he had propos<-d but as he had said when introducill~ his 
resolution there was no quebtion as worrying oycr the wor-
" ding. They wanted a resolution so worded that it would 
I'estilt in effective action. They wished to represent the 
general situation and all the suggestions put forward could 
fitly be appreciated as suggestions for dealing with a difficult 
situation. In case Babu Amulyadhone Addy had nothing 
very much more to say he would like to congratulate Babu 
Amulyadhone Addy on what the latter had said to them. He 
had heard Babu Amulyadhone Addy speak on many occa-
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sions in this Chamber but never bad he heard a speech from 
hIm so chock-full of useful stuff for the city of Calcut~ 
He thought that Babu Amu!yadhone Addy fully deserved 
the compliments'ddres::.ed to h!m. 

Mr. Cotton thought tbRt there was a greaP deal to be 
said for what SIr Deva Prasad Sarvadhicary had stated. He 
W,lS only ~orry that they had not got a fuller House to hear 
~n Amulyadhone Addy. In regard to the recOlnmt'ftdations 
that Ba~u r'\l11lllY,ltll'one Addy had made there "a~ Oll~ that 
he (the c;peaker) v. a" nlther a.~r!:le flom bemg included in 
t'leir re.,oluwm when (li afted alld 41; hat was amendment NO.4. 

It would be ,\ gre,\t mistake "to illcludp anything which 
might be f(wi or construed as a vote of ceu:,ure on the 
Director of CIVIl Supplie::.. He did not thlllk that amendment 

. NO.4 wa<, rc,tlly matt·ri,ti. He wished to statt' a ft.w facts 
ahout til .... e\.port ... I)t rice. As regards the forei~ll e\rort::. the 
PllllClp.ll pl.lf'C to which 11('0 was exportt.(l "a",-Cl:ylol1 Rnd 

he Iud reC('l\ t·(l ordel'-, th,lt up to octubf'T next 110t more 
than 10000 tOllS 01 net' \\ eJ (! to be ::.hlpped. S( mt' nce.was 
also (''{porteel to the We..,t In(ilec; but not much. fhere was 
only one other point and that wa~ th,H he w)..,hed to add to 
what B,{l>l1 AmulY,ldhollc Addy httd saId about the (:>.jJort of 
rice from Bur rna. 

The f1 eight at prtlsent (Rs. 18 per ton) worked out at 
nearly annas I I per maund but If they got it reduced to 
about Rs. 10 It would be possible to land Rangoon rice in 
Calcutta at Rs. 5 per maund. He believed that there was 
tremendou<; profiteeting gomg on ill regard to Burma rice. 
E\ en at the present rate of freight people were going about 
trying to t-uy import licenses. It was mainly owing to 
profiteering that rice was sold here at a wholesale rate of 
Rs. 7 per maund. 

The Chairman said that as regards Babu AmuJyadhone 
Addy's amendments he agreed with Mr. Cotton that it 
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would not be proper to include in the resolution relating to 
the Director of Civil 5upplit'S "uch as has been prop6sed. It 
would cause some presumption that the :;);lector of Civil 

• Supplies contributed to the high price of ry.e which was not 

the case. As regards the fifth ,1Inendment he thought it \\ as 

unnecessary because if the Goventment agreed to permit the 
import of Burma rice for con~l1mption 111 Bl!ngal it would 
then simply be a matter for local 1\rra"l'!gemtnt," and there 

was no necessity to worry the Government of llld~'l 01l-ffi'is 
point. It was possible that they would get Burma rice and 
the suggestion might be f,;>\" (t'allotments of Burma rice being 

made for Bengal as for other Provinces." If they got the 
allotments then in consultation with the Local Government 
they might be able to arrange fOl its sale ill Calcutta. file 
Government might fix the price. It was ullIlfces~ary to 
worry Government about the pr'ce for retaIl sale . It WOU'(r 

be better on the whole, to carry Sir De\"a Prosad Saryadhi­
cary's amendment and bring in all the points, reductiol: of 
of expenses, arrangement for dltfclent places, allotments of 
Burma rice for consumption in Bengal and reduction 111 the 
rate of freight. He agreed with Btl\.HI '\ mulyadhone :\ddy 
that the commandeering of ~lock would be rather Inlpractj. 
cable in Beng.:ll. If the memb c:rs d~1 t'eel the resolutlOlI they 
adopted could be sent at alice by telegram to the Goyern­
ment at Darjeeling while a copy of the proceedings of this 
meeting would tollow whell ready. 

The Han'ble Sir Deva Prf).,ad Sarvadillcary thought that 

it would meet the Hon'ble R.u Radha Chalan P(d BAhadur's 
view if they added after the \\ ortis (/ as regards the price of 
rice" the words "and othel lood~tuff::." and he amended his 
amendment accordingly. 

Babu Amulya Dhone Addy th,lIlked the Chairman for 
havittg accepted his first tinee ~\.I~gestio\ls. Objection had 
becn taken to his fourth amendment. He had the greatest 

. confidence in the Director of CiVIl Supplies but he ru<lde the 
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.wggestion in the fourth amendment on principle. Th, 

.decision of an officer, however eminent he might be, should . . 
be made appealaJ.ze to his superior officer. Whencwer a 
question was asked of the Director of Civil Sup~1ies as to 
his reason for a decision he! referred tf) a clause pointing out 
that it was at his discretion. 

The Chairman :-If y-ou can explain to us how that affectt • • tne price 6lf rice it will be more to the point. 

Babu Amulyadhonc Addy slfl9 that the ~istribution of 
rice in J ndia has been entrusted 1ty the Government to the 
Directors of Civil Supplies. The lifth suggestion concerned 
the disposal of Burma rice iu Calcutta. The Madras Corpora­
tion had already laid down that rule without reference to the 
Government. It had been importing Burma rice and selling 
in Madras as at rates fixed by the Chairmau of the Madra. 
Corporation. He IS very sorry that some undtlled for 
remarks had been mede by Sir Deva Prosad Sarvadhicary 
who had referred to this Corporation as an amateur economic 
Society. Was this (;orporation to be treated as an amateur 
body! It had been said that the wholesale dealers were 
making huge profits. 

As a matter of fact paddy was very scarce in the mofu· 
ssi), it is Rs. 4 to Rs. 5 per maund. Government had alrea"y 
prohibited the export of wheat from India to foreign countri­
es. Howeverf he accepted Sir Deva Pased Sarvadhicary', 
amendment and withdrew his amendments. 

Mr. Rhodes said that he wanted to point out something 
·in connection with amendment NO.4, He quite saw Babu 
Amulyadhone Addy's point. 

The Hon'ble Sir Deva Prosad Sarvadhicary :-l3abu 
Amu]yadhone Addy has withdrawn that. 

Mr. Rhodes said that what he wanted to poin~ out was 
.that where control of any sort had been exercised in Eng-
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1and, experts from the trades concerned weN called in. ~ 
-there was no question that it had been very successful. i.ut 
,year ·they caned in experts in the piece ,tads trade to advise 
-them whcn an enquiry was Ji1&de into the high prices of 
·eotton lOods and he thought that the Advisory Committee 
did a great deal of good. The wesent Dfreator of Civil 
-Supplies would be velY glad to be supported by such p-1lIio­
rtie members of the trade as Babu Amulya Dhone -AddY. It 
was his impression that ~" Wyness' original motion started 
~to draw atte~tion to ancJher m~tter. The position was )ike-
ly to get worse instead of 'better. It would give great temp­
'tation '0 people not interested in th~ rice trade to come in 
and profiteer, The great danger of that was this. The 
<present rice dealers were limited in number and could ol\ly 
hold a certain amount of rice but if the Corporation brought 
in the general public gambling'in rice they could get hold of 
from the market an unlimited quantity. When he was in 
l'ombay on the piece Goods Committee last year he'found a 
,parsee widow holding up the -Clothing of 20,000 people as a 
-small speculation. Therefore with a view of keeping those 
l'People out, and in view of Government getting the service of 
those best able to advise them he suggested that the Govern­
ment of Bengal be asked to form an Advisory Committee 
consisting of persons connected with the rice trade and on 
which this Corporation should also be repressented and to 
see that recognised dealers only were licensed with a view 
,to the elimination of profiteers. If the llouse though that 
\here was anything in that suggestion he should like to put 
it,up. 

Mr. Wyness congratulated the Corporation on th-ei\ 
pr~ent attitude and regretted the paucity of the attendance. 
There was a remarkable absence of those who were usually 
,-ery voluble in the expression of attachment to the interest 
of th~ 'atepayers. He also wished on behaif of the Corpo­
"tiara to congratulate Mr. Rhodes on his maiden ~h in 

c 
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this CoUDciL~, It was perfectly evident that Mr. Rhodf)t, 
advice on this aDd all other subjects would be of gNat value. 
ne suggestion tha\..Mr. Rbodes bad made was an uceUesit 
one but Mr. Rhodes was probably not aware th,t for 101M 

time there baa been a Fooil Advisory Committee appointed 
by the Gov«;,nment of Bengal so that, as for as words went,~ 
tKeGovemment oould at once say that there was a Com. 
mi!e\Je. Whether they were experts in rice.on it be woufd not 
uy .. Wee took it that Mr. Rhodes' propoiat and remek!! 
"'Puld be included in their prooeedirags and sent to Govern­
ment and that expression of opinj~n would carry very con~ 
siderable weight. 

The Chairman:-It is rather a matter of provincial impor­
tance than Imperial necessasity. 

Mr. Rhodes :-All I ask is'that this should be included a. 
one of ~he sugge5tiolls made at this meeting. 

~ ~ -5tM'}, il 

Natiuoaillblti.y, t-.".'-:i!~ 


