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“The old Hindoo polytheism is a present basis of moral order
and rests upon foundations so plastic that it can be monlded
into the. most diverse forms adapting itself equally to the
intellect of the subtle metaphysicican ang to the emotions of
the unlettered peasant, It combines in itself all the elements
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of intensity, regularity and permanence. Its chief attribute is
stability. The system of castet far from being the source of
all the troubles which can be traced in Hindoo sodety, has
rendered the most important services in the past and still
continues to sustain order and solidarity. The admirable order
of Hinduism is too valuable to be ° rashly sacrificed .hefors
any Moloch of progress. Better is order without progress, if
that were possiple, than progress with disorder. Hindooism is
atill vigorous and the strength of its metaphysical subtlety and
wide range of influence are yet instinet with life. In the
future its distinctive conceptions will be preserved and incor-
porated into a higher faith, but at present we are utterly
incapable of replacing it by a religion which shall at once
reflect the national life and be competent to form a nucleus
round which the love and reverence of its votaries may cluster.””
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“The vast majonty of Hindoo thinkers have formed them-
selves into a party of reaction against the voice of a crude and
empirical rationalism which seeks only to deery the social
monuments raised in ancient times by Brahmin theocrats and
legislators, to vilify the past inorder to glorify the present, and
to sing the shallow glories of an immature civilisation with
praises never accorded to the greatest triumphs of Humanity in
the past. The innate conservatism of the nation is beyond
the power of any foreign civilisation to shat.ter The stability
of the Hindoo character could have shown itself in-no way
more conspicnously than by the wisdom with which it has bent
itself before the irresistible rush of *Western thought and has
still preserved amidst all the havoc of destruetion an underly-
ing current of religious sentnuent and a firm conviction that
social and moral order can only rest upon a religious basis.”

[ T oz f5fa caaet af sfagies, gl S0gr T

5 fore Afimiee oigry fowg o7 |ty | ¢ 3@ ARI A
¥% s Ffirsfi)



088 L<DER

“The Hinda mind. natarally, runs in a religious groove of
thought and recoils from any solation of its prasent difficulties
which do#s not arise from the past religious history of the
nation. And, therefore the vast majority of Hindoo thinkers do
not venture to reject the supernatural from their belief. They
adopt Theism in some form or other and endeavour in this
way to give permanence and vitality to what they conceive
to be the religion of their ancient scriptures. At'the same time
they manage to reconcile with this teaching the ceremonial
observdnces of a strictly orthodox Polytheism., They argue
that these rights are embedded in the traditions and customs
of the people, that they are harmless in themselves and that
their observance tends to bridge over the chasm which other-
wise separates the educated classes from the bulk of the popula~
tion. Their action is thus animated by a spirit of large-hearted
tolerance.”
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