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In later if not earlier times individual actors
enjoyed a wide-spread reputation. The direc-
~ tors were usually Brahmins.”
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4 The distinctive excellence of the Indian
Drama is tobe sought in the poetic robe which

envelopes it as flowers over-spread the bosom
of the earth in the season of spring. Inits
nobler production at least it is never untrue
to its halt religious, half moral origin; it
weaves the wreaths of the fancies in an un-

. broken chain, adding to its favourite familiar
" blossoms ever fresh beauties from an inex-
- haustible garden. Nor is it unequal to depict-

[ .!qg grand aspect of nature in her mighty
iomts and the shores of the ocean. The
| poetic beauty of the Indian drama reveals it-
 self in the mystrious charm of its outline, if
- mot in its full glow, even to the untrained, nor
 the study of it, for which materials may
~ yet increase, be left aside by any nobler lite-
! rat.ure."
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