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From
A, C. Panerji, Esq,, I, E. S.,
M, A, (Cantab), M. Sc (Cal),
F. R. A. S (London)
Gyan Rutir, Katra,
ALLAHABAD.
Dated 29th October, 1929.
To ;
The Editor, of
' The Tattwa bodhini Patrika
Dear Sir,
Will you kindly publish the following set
of questions in your esteemed papert I
shall be much obliged if any of your readers,
acquainted with trye facts will, kindly, send
‘i, replies through the medium of Yyour
P‘ﬁﬁ ’;,gw !ure,aw}' Bnhmpgp inter

present moment there is such a dearth of

| Btahmo ministers and’ social workers that

any privilege and facility afforded by liberal

| religious bodies in the: West for the ;mm-

ing of our men, should, be; readily amled
of,
Youra: faithfully,

[QUESTIONS. )

(1) What has become of the Manchester -

College and the Meadville Theological
School Scholarships, Candidates for wlich
used to be selected by the Brahmo Samaj
Committee ¢

(2) Has any body been selected to
receive the Scholarship since 1925 ¢ If not,
why ?

(8) Notices of the offer of the Mead-
ville Scholarship appeared for the last time

| in Brahmo Samaj papers during the latter

half of 1926.
that year ¢ Why did not the notice reappear

Why was mo one selected

in the years following, if no candidate was

seleeted in 1825 ¢

(4) When was the last meeting of the
Brahmo Samaj Committee held ¢ Were
members representing all the three Samajes
present on the oeccasion ¢ Were notices
served ov them in time so that they could’
attend the meeting ?

(@) Several Ttustees of the Meadville
Theological School (including the Presid-
ent-Emeritus Dr. F. C. Southworth) visi-
ted India since 1926, Did the Brahmo
Samaj Committee meet them and discuss
the prospects of such scholarshipsy If so,
what was the result p If not, who is resp-
onsible for mot arranging any conference

| between the Meadville 'I‘rusm and the
) Brahmo Samaj Committee ?

(6) The Brahmo &maj Commxttae

: .,.gmongothm had for 1tsaxmzhebnnzmg

- about oﬁrﬁiendty relation  among" "o

' §



different Samujes. Was anything done by
the Committee to makea united celebra-

tion of the Centenary possible 3 1f nothing

was done, why was it not done {
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THE
‘Message of Buddhist India»
DHARMA ADITYA DHARMACHARYYA,

Yo day matks an epoch-making day in
the world's historv, because it was on this
day, the Full Moon Day of Vaisakh that
the greatest religious and social reformer,
the noblest harbinger of worldpeace and
human brotherhood appear«d in this mortal
world 2 553 years age. It wus then & period
of rank materia'ism, Brahminical sacer-
dotalism, caste bigotry, religious controver-
sies, The priests and people were engrossed
in offering animal sacrifices and were
in the name
of relivion, teligions controversies and
belief in diverse systems of religzion and
philosophy were the order of the day.
(aste had ceased to be a professional orga-
nisation ; the Brahmins had begun to make
it an air-tight department with limitations
and restrictions over the economic and
social affairs of public life. The priests and
people had grown pantheistic and every-
thing cosmic or phenowmenal they attributed
to the mercies of ‘an imaginary god whota
they had never seen. It was in such a
period that Buddha appeared on earth in
order to instil into the hearts of mankind
the true original spirit of human brother-
hood and spiritual cu'ture, To-day we arg
assembled here to commemorate this holy,
historic event connected with the Birth,
Buddlhiahood and Nirvana of Lord buddha,

It may be interesting to recall i » brief

space of time the life and ‘career of the

Sakya prince, Prince Siddbartha,  -wlhe
determined o give s life and soul to the
service of humanity, was burn at the
modern Rununindiha

lying within the Stae of  Nepal,

Bom in the lap of luxury, in the royul

family of the Sakyas, in the Ikshvakn
solar dynasty, he was 10 have become the

*» Aspeech of the Founder and Reli-

| gious president delivered on the Luddha
4| Day beld by the Buddhist India Society vm

the Vaisakh eighth bright day, May 16th

‘ "1929 under the Npresldem.shlp of Achary,rp
1 S0 K:hltmdm

uh'fagose. o r
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heir-apparent of hi< father, King Suddho- |
~ dana, who was reputed 10 be the ruler of
‘the first known republic state of Kapila-
vastu in India, From boyhood he had a
philosophical turn of mind and while medi-
tating under the Jambu tree, he realised
the utterly miserable state of this mortal
life, Married at the ripe proper age of
t wenty to a beautiful princess Yasodhara,
after passing through a test exhibition of
hi« skill in all manly aits, such as archery,
swordsmanship, belore the general assembly
of people snd princes, he was furnished

with royal accounodation in three royal
mansions to spend their s-asonal honey-
moon there,

the slent interpreter of the dumb wmillions
who are slaughtered before the altar
or in the batcher’s workshop to satisfy
the whims of the human beings who are
engrossed in the quagmire of religious
superstitions or selfish materialism, At the
age of tventy nine, he saw the four purva
nimittas or ominous signs which convinced
him of the futility or transiency of material,
mortal life, and found in the life of an
active, selfsacrificing monk the hopes of
permanent contentment and happiness,

At the age of twenty-nine he renounced
bis parents, beloved wife, fresh-bom child,
royal possessions and the prospects of
royal power, with the definite mission of
seeking oat a remedy for the inevitable

The sight of Devadatia’s |
killing of & swan inspired him to become ‘

ills of animal 1 fe. At the sacrifice of his
own self, he boldly marched out at the

dend of night to the Uruvilva forest neni'l

Guaya, cut off his hair with his own scimitar,
put on the robes of a wendicant, under-
‘went all sorts of penances for full six yenrs,
‘debated and discussed with the ascetics
and sages of his time, Unable to find out |
the solution of life’s problems, he gave up
ithe extreme forms of ascetic life, he took
food offered by the lady Suja.ta., walked off
to the Bolhior peepal tree at Buddha Gaya.

‘He meditated and meditated, overcame
“all the visible and invisible temptations of
Mlife that the so-called Mara represented

'aﬂd discovered tbe path leadmg to th-
* “solution of life’s s. He had now
mm Buddha, the Supremely Euligh-

{ehilr onfa:" . Lha'“:?iolf‘énﬁgnt'ene‘a“ﬁéﬂ’ng He

found that it is ignorance and lust that

led 10 the increase of Duhkha in the world
and pointed out the need of un erstanding
the law of Dependent causation and of |
following the Notle Eighifold Path,

Buddha did not remain content With the
Path but laid down that Seela (noble acti-
vities), Samadhi (meditation) and Pragna
(wisdom) form the three conper-stones of
Buddhism— of Nirvana or eternal peace
and bliss. He repudinted the then imagin-
ary notions sbout the idea of God, the
soul etc. and gave a clear, conviicing ana-
lytical view about Nivana oy Moksha
which forms the summum: bonwn of human
aspiration, or the goal of spiritual perfection
of every human being.

He, the Baddha then determined to pro-
clim to all that would hear Him, the Path
that 1le had chulked-eut for the guod and
welfare of mankind, It was in the Deer-
Park Benares that He first preached or
turned the wheel of the law to the five
Brihmins ascetic and to all others, When:
sixty di-ciples had gathered, he sent them
each to one direction or region saying
“Go ye O monks) wander forth for the
guin of the many, for the gain, good and
welfare of the whole mankind. Proclaim
ye, O mouks | the ductrine, glorious, per-
fect and pure.” Each of the sixty disciples
weut to different. parts of India and out-
side, made known to the people there of
the message of worldpeace, unity und
brotlerhood, Wide,; principled and simple:
was his message which appealed to all
who beard it and whe became followers of
this ideal, holy path.

At the age of thiry-five He began Lis
sacred mission of proclaiming to the princes.
and people the doctrine of spiritual' free-
dom and worldpeace, for fuil forty five
years. He went forth and. travelled in all
parts. of India, preaching to the masses the
gospel of a happy, enlightened life, He
uplifted the degraded and the demoralised,
gave consolation to the sick and the leper,
reformed the evil class of people who had_
soue astray from the path of duty, purified
the hearts of men and women who had
fallen to the path of vices, removed the
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doubts and misbeliefs of many a people
who had been led astray by people of
Mﬂ beliefs ‘lﬁd m-

Buddha did His utmost by able and
convincing arguments, to do away with the
later distinetions of caste that were created
between man and man, gave a deathblow
to the destructive belief of Washing away
sin by blood-sactifices to the so-called
angry gods or by a bath in the river
Ganges, declared to the masses that they
had their birth-right to un'ldefstand the
principles of Dharma which until then were
denicd to the people of lowprofessions,
proclaimed the freedom of all to under-
stand and realize the blessings of Dharma,
denounced the dogmatic, unprincipled
assertions of heretical teachers and gave a
message of unity and freedom to all that
were thirsty after spiritual knowledge.

Buddha was a rational thinker, He ex-
horted His fullowers not to believe anything
merely because it is recorded in the Scrip-
tures, or directed by certain priests or belie-
vers or because it is enjoined by some pro-
phets or supernatural beings, He enjoined
upon them the supreme advantages of
rational and analytical reasoning over the
vulgar, dogmatic, traditional assumptions,

Buddha is now regarded as the highest
philosopher because He condemned all
metaphysical speculations and imaginary
suppositions and concentrated His whole
attention to the practical solution of life's
problems, He exhorted the audience to
think of the problem ahead more than
the problems imaginary or conjectural,

Buddha was the greatest mystic, because~

by means of His supemormal visionary
power based on different procésses of - cons
templation, He had acquired the super-
psychical power to understand the past,
the present and the future, By samadhi
or mystic contemplation He had vanquishy
ed many heretical teachers and pointed ‘out’
the superior efficacy of samadhiand yoga.

F.

(With the quiet passing away of the; |

Buddha at Kusinagaf, modern Kasia,
‘Sonkhpore the Mallv’s Grove, at the ripe

age of elgltty after 43 years Of long minisfry,

© comes “to “close (the" lifé

d career
pritite shin? or e g

Rajarsi ‘who cleared the

dim vision of many a visionary, purified
the hearts of many unpurified beings, led
millions of people to ‘the - path of eternal
and true salvation, o ¥
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To THE EDITOR OF THE *STATESMAN.”

Sir—I shall try to reyiew briefly the
constitutional significatice of the Vicer-

10y’s Tecent -pronoupcement without. any |.
F"lmﬂﬂ -passion .or prejudice and purely
from'a constitutional point of - vmm The
party controversy. that has been saised in
England and ip loss dagres. in this pountry.|
fospolitical purposes has to. a great extent |-

minds of the lay public 4pd it may serve
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~as it relates to the attainment of Domi-
‘mion Status by India is-in no sense a new
declaration of  policy, The Declaration
“of August 191’7 and thé preamble to the
‘Government of India Act of 1019 admifs
‘of mo other interpretation from the con-
stitutional point of view. It is said that
Sir Malcolm Hailey in his speech in the
Legislative Assembly on the 8th of Feb-
ruary 1924 in  connection = with | Mr.
‘Rangachariar’s - resolution for “expediting
| the appointment of a Royal Commission
for securing to India full self-governing
Dominion Status gave a different intcr-
pretation to the Declaration of 1917
No donbt Sir Malcolm Hailey suggested
that the term respensible  goverument
did not necessarily imply ‘fnll Dominion
status.,” Buthe at the same time refer-
red to the Royal Warrant of Instructions
which stated “thus will India be fitted
to take her place amang the other Domi-
nions.” He admitted also that %it may
be that full Dominion Self-Government
is the logical outcome of responsible gov-
ernment, nay, it may be the inevitavle and
historicul development of responsible gov-
erument, but it is further and a final ‘step,”
Thus it will be seen that he did not
question that the implication of the
Declaration of 1917 was Dominion Status
for India. It lhas to be remembered that
he was then Lord Reading’s  Home Mem-
ber and must have said so with Lis
concurrence,

The Royal Warrant of Instructlons ta
‘the Governor-General asslgns to Iudia a
place amengst the ' Domiuvions,  Sir
- Maleolm: Hailey refers to it and Lord
Jrwin says that his. Instrument of In-
structions expressly says so, . In this
“connection I may point out that what is
“understood in constitutional law by Do-
‘minion Status is nowhere’ stated  or
provided for in the Statutes relating to

the constitution of Q@Qﬂd% Ne - Zealand
ﬂr emFAustml:i br frica but
mf kamm ﬂntvm mm
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condlusion of the Treaty of Versailles'if

1919 that Self-Government. had bmm '.

ed on India -and that, she should be
g@atory to the lgeaty like the otlhm'

Déminions and Lord SinHa signel it as
her plenipotentiary.” Tt 'was" oft a sitiilar
reptesentation that » India: - was. made - an
original member, of the  Assembly of the
League of Nations. _Since 1919 Indian
representatives have been summoned to
the Tmperial Conference’ which pirports
1o assign a place 1o India ‘amongst ‘the
Dominions. . Both . Sir Maleplm  Hailey
and Lord Reading have overlooked these
facts,

1 think that by the declarations, pro-
¢lamations and pronouncements Britain
i§ pledged to’ assign Dominion Status to
India. So Lord Parmoor s absolutely
correct in saying that Lord lrwin with
the concurrence of the presont Govern-
ment reaffirmed that pledge and Mr,
Wedgewood Benn in maintaining that he
has but reafirmed Mr. Montagu's policy.
Mr, Baldwin also states . that: the grant
of tesponsible  Government means equal-
ity with other Statesin the Empire, He
says “nobody dreamt of Self-Governing
1ndja without Self-Governing States,®

Sir Malcolm Hailey next proceeded to

int ont the difficulties that stood iu
roe way of our attmnment of the Dom-
nion Status. These were, he suid, prin-
ciply ‘(1) that India is'not yet'in’ arpoﬁt
time to -orgamise: sher self-defence ; «(2)
that - 1ndia. shall bave to reconcile her
communal dtﬁ‘erenoes
have to nﬁ;ust the Dominjon Status for

{udiz to  the” existing  relationship’ be-

tween British India and 'xlw states under

pddancralersee <0 gitmw Lol
1t is not my - purpose ‘to solve ﬂwpro-
blems. . But. it. 13 adu}lttegl on all hapds

-
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(8). that she will’

&80.

Conferenee for ﬁ*amnfg a smmﬂb constltuhdn
&Hlnd!l. i ™

The Viceroy  has now anapltncad that
the result of his mission to_England bas
been that the Prime Mlm*ter the secre-
tary of state and’ ‘the Britih Cabinet
with the concurrence of the ‘President of
the. statutory . .Royal . Commission have
agreed, that after the reports of .the
Commission and the Central Cumnut.tee
have been published and considered, a
conferance woulil * be “fcalled “in which
His Majesty's Government yshould imeet
representatives, both of British India
and of the states, for the purpose of
seeking ‘the greatest possible measure of
agreement < for final proposal which it
would later be the duty -of His Majesty’s
Government to submit to Parliament.”
This is the more importaut part of the
Vigeroy’s pronouncement, Not a word
of "dissent has been “uttered regarding it
by either the commission ‘or any political
party in England. should the Counference
be of a representative character and
should it be able to arrive at a raasonnbl}
common measure of agreement the present
Government is pledged to submit to Parlia-
ment and the  Parliamenet . will, surely,
give statutory effect to such an agreed
constitution as it did in the case of Canada
and Australia.—Yours, etc,,

J. CHAU“DHUR.L
STATESMAN 13.11, 29

Ball ygunge, Nov. 9.
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. the Receptien, Committee and
the President,

Saturday, the 28th Dec. 1929
9 A. M, Divine servige.
9.30 AM. Conference Meeting.

5P Addreszes by distinguished
persons on the message

of Thesm (Brahma Dbarma),

Sunday, the 29th Dec, 1929

9 4, M, Divine service in English im
the Brahma Mandir,
10 A, M, Conference Meeting.
5 p. M, Divine service in Hindi in the
( Brahma . Mandir,
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THE s
Message of Buddhist India,

(2)
(DHARMA ADITYA DHARMACHARYYA),

The end of this first universal teacher’s
life meant a fresh impetus to the noble
mission which He had entrusted to His
disciples. The three, four or five Bud-
dhist Councils "held at Rajagriha, Vaisali
and other places, gave a difinite shape to
His teachings which crystallised into the
Tri-pitakas or the Three Baskets. "The
Pitakas were later on translated into
ninety-six languages in ainety-six coun- -
tries, thus showing the greatest extension
of the doetrine. Lately these have been -
translated into many more languages
both in Asia and Europe,

Buddhism was the predominant religion
in India in the time of emperors Asoka,
Kanishka, till the reign of the last emperor
. Harshavardhana or Siladitya I1 in' whose
| time Hiouen Tsang the prince of” Chinese
| pilgrims came to Tndia in the seventh  cen-’
| tury A, D, After this Buddhism remained
| prevalent ‘in - various pmﬂnhu, Recent
| rescarches show ' that existed
in Bengal ‘upto the ' sixteenth céntury

| A, D. Itisthe advent of western icono- "
,';ﬂ clasts who' dealt destruction to the gl lories
dfmyanmiminmpamor
' ‘North-West,

ndia,
“But the recent ar-



' cliaeological researches ~and amm‘

 have brought to light the wide: prevalance
of Buddhism in Tvdia, Afghanistan; and Tu-

-~ kestan. asoka’s stone pillars and stupas
extending from Nepal to Mysore prove
the wide imperial policy of the suddhist
empetror to Bpﬂ.‘lﬁ Dham or - spiritual
culture,.

The .Buddhist universities of Yalanda
Vlk_r.amas;lg_ Odantapuri, and other places
testify to ths promotion of muddhist and
allied cuiture in India, The system of eluca-
tion developed in these institutions may be
traced in an almost identien] manmer in
the universities or monastic institutions
of Sera, Dhebung, Gaden and Tashilumpo
in Tibet even now.

Buddhist eulture incladed all arts and
crafts that gave an impetus to the promo-
tion of suddhism in all its aspects and
ramifieations and crystallized iato what
may now be called Buddhist civilization,
Medical science, surgery, arts and erafts,
and all usefil subjécts formed the carri-
culum of  Buddhist  studies, Chemistry
formed an, essential part of the Buddhist
Taotras. which came into promipence .in
Mahayana . mddhlst countries after their
introduction pamcularly from the Buidhist
universities of Vikramasila and Odautapuri
in nengai.

. suddhist monks have plzyed a prominent
part in the cultural conquest of the world,
Since . Buddba inaugurated the unique
system.. of sending . His disciples to preach
in as. many directions, Buddhism was intro-
duced into different regions of Asia by
suddhist monks who, sélfsaerificing and
highly | inspired as they 'were, went to
China, Mongolia, , Manchuria, Koria, Siam
An:nam,'l‘ahah,ﬂapﬂl,hnm and the
Malay  Archipelago, The -latest discovery

has led o the fact that ene:thousad years: |
before the. discovery of America by Colum- |

bus, a suddhist priest from Kabul bhad

gone to, China, ‘whence he went to Mexico, |

mgd to Tﬂut,wdm hrm
from South India, of Mahendra and Sangha-
mittra to Ceylon, of the Indian mouks to
surma, Nepal and other countries give a
glotivus vision of the part that suddhist
India played in expanding the all enligh.
tening, all-fraternizing culture of Lord-
Buddha, '

S0 on this mowentous occasion connec-
ted with the Advent, Buddha-hood, and
Decease of Lord Buddha, the message of
Buddhist India has some element of truth
‘.nehind it, The Buddha Day eelebration
is not a new innovationin the medern his-
tory of Buddhisw iu India. From the
records of Hiouen Tsang we learn that
upto the seventh century A, D, the
Buddba Day was celebrated by princes
and people of India and thousands of
people used to gather atall the saered places
connected with His life' and "TPeachings.
Although the Buddba Day appears to have
stopped for some centuries owing to eco-
nomic chaos and the persecutions that
Buddhisme underwent, it was observed in
all Buddhist countries outside India, - The
Nepalese; -where the descendants of the
Sakyas are still predeminant in number,
called it Vaisakha Swamya eor Flower
Festival, Burma called the month Kason
the Sinhalese  ealled ‘the month Wesak',
the Japanese called it Hana Matsusi or
Flower Festival, the Tibetans called the
Viisakh month ~Sakya-dawa, similarly
Buddha Day s observed in all other
Buddhist countries . according to  their
national chronology. It is not .strange to
hear that the Hindus have been helding
the Full Moon Dn.y in Kashmere even
now. Various societies and organisations
have begun to hold it, It u,f:m that
:ben:::tlh Rai Sasat Chandra Das Baha-

ur e Anagarika Dharmapala intro-
duced ahumiwummmﬁaw

'thehunbmém ot



them to udeﬁund’the *dneﬁess oﬂlﬁr
supérior efficacy of -spifitual ' brotherhood,
importance of intercommunal  goodwill
and unity, strenous self sacrifice in

cause of peace and freedom of India, :

Her message to the Buddhist institutions
and  individuals in India is peace and
goodwill and the exhortation for mutual
co-operation and understanding the principle
of unity as the basis of mnational strength,
This has been lately possible through the
all-India Buddhist conference which 1 have
been able to organize,

To the Buddhist countries her message
is keen sympathy in their strenuous
struggle for spiritual revival and the promo-
tion of spiritual culture, The time is fast
nearing for the fruition of the goodwill in
the shape of an All-World Buddhist Con-
gress to be held not later than 1932, '

To the Buddhists in the west, Buddhist
India seuds her cordial message of good-
will and fraternity, her assurance of mutual
co-operation and sympathy in the endeavour
of Western scholars and inquirers to under-
stand Truth in its altruistic aspects. She
sends her heart-felt greetiugs to the trans-
atlantic brethren who have taken vigo-
rous measures to understand the mystic
or supernormal stages of Buddhist Dhyana,

May all living beings be happy |
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