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+ The Veda aseribing to God attributes
of eternity, wisdom, truth & shows that it
can explain him only by aseribing  those attri-
butes and applying those epithets that are
held by man in the highest estimation without
mtending to asscrt the adequacy of such des-
cription—(2d.  Defence of Vedas bv Ram
mohun Roy)

+ » » but abov® all

Hmt one GREAT ATTRIBUTE which is our
Principal concern is his goodness—Here les
the essence of Theism-—its practical differcnce
from every other creed in the world—(F. P
Cubbe.)

The very identity of God implies the co-
existence of the most perfect attributes? p: 9.
Vedantic Doctrines Vindicated.

» * He extends the permanent
benefits of hix justicc and of his love through
his infinite goodness-—ibid p. 10
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“ AHWEDABAD PRARTHANA SAMAJ.

The sixth anniversary of the Samag was oele-
brated on the 16th and 17th December, 1877.
The gate of the Samaj mandir was decorated
with & beautiful arch, bearing the inscription
neeay wRes and swrrounded with plantain
and otber leaves. ~The compound was or-
namented with gay-looking flags. On the
doors and galleries were hung garlands of
sweot—scented flowers, and fragrant incense
was burnt outside and perfumed the brecze
inside the temple where the devout worship-
pers were offering prayersto the All-Merciful
Creator of the Universe and the Beloved Hea-
venly Father of mankind. Appropriate music
both outside the mandir and inside at inter-
vals added its charms to the festive occasion.

On the morning of the 16th the Samajists
and their fricnds assembled at 8 o'clock
when tho Secretary read the annual report
of the Samaj and offered thanks on bebalf
of the Samajists to the Almighty Disposcr of
events for the success vouchsafed to the Samaj
during the year wunder report. He then doli-
vered a sermon on the dutics of the Samaj-
ists and  exhorted them to endeavour to
impart the truth to their less enlightened
countrymen. Then commenced the divine
service by the chanting of a hymn by the
songsters, followed by prayers in prose and
verse by the congregation and the singing of
hymuns by the singers and conciuded with Arti
or choral hymn in chanting which all joived. On
tle evening of the same day the service was
conducted by Rao Bahadur Chintamani 8.
Chitnis, the worthy President of the Kaira
Samaj. The mandir was beautifully lighted.

The number of the people who attended the

scrvice was so large ‘that many had to stand -
The subject of -
the sermon, “tzatsly” was illustrated by the

st the windows and doors.

Pao Bahadur with fitting Puranic stories,

which, being national, were quite plensing to

the erthodox of whom many influcntial per-
sonN Were present.
lusted for two howss.
For the morning and evening services of
the next day, special hymns were composed
by Reo Babadur Bholanath Sarabhai, the
learned President of the Samaj. The morning
Aetvice wos conducted by hxmself He taught

The sermon and service

‘very ably in his sermon that piety to God

| should always be combined with virtuous con-

duct in life in the intercourse between man
and man. He had trained & number of children,
inoluding his own, to sing'a hymn. They
were tastefully dressed and placed on aline
on a front bench. After the sermon, they sang,
a hymn so harmoniously and sweetly as to
oharm all. The members then unitedly sang
the praises of God and prayed. The singing
of holy songs by professional gingers increased
the offect of united prayer. In the evening
Babu Satyendranath. Tagore conducted the
divine service. - The gathering waa' so great
that not an inch was left occupied. Those,
who came a2 little, late covld find no room
~either to sit or to stand inside or outside the
temple, and had actually {0 return disappoin-
ted. The worthy son of the great man, who
reared the tender plant sown by Rammohan
Rai, the founder of the Brahmo Samaj in
Calcutta, delivered an excollent and a very
learned sermon. Babu Satyendra lucidly ex-
plained the great fundamental principles of
the Brahma Dhanna, quoting authorities for
our doctrines from the Veds, the Upanishads,
and tho Gita. He also tried to awaken the
Samajists to a sense of their duty to them-
selves, to their country and Lo God. He called
upon the sympathizers and all who can reason
rightly to declare themselves and join the
Samnj openly and advised the Samajists
to instruct the truth to their families and
bring them to the mandir so that they
may join in public worship. The sermon slone
lasted more than an hour. Though thedectrines,
that inculcate the Fatherhood of God and
the Brotherhood of man, were not quite
palatable to the erthodox portion of the
asudience, they joined us heartily in worship-
ping God, the Omnipotent Creator and Ruler
of the universe. The divine service, that had
commenced at 6 », M. ended at about '8-30.
On both days morning end ewening,wll the
proceedings were satisfactorly conducted,
The Samaj is making slow but steady pro-

{ gress notwithstanding the meny aud . serious

obstaclesin ity way. During thesixth. ymr of
its existence,it worked as satisfactorily as during
the previous years. The erection of & mandir du-
ring the preceding year st a cost.of s 12000,

has given n perwmancut foeting. %o the Simaj
and facilitated its operations. Nearly Rs 5500,
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werp contributed, to the Building Fund by
our feHow-citizen, Rao Bahadur Beheehurdas
Ambsidas, C. 8. L For this munificent
help we again express our hearty thanke.
Rao- Bahudur Bholanath Sarabhoy, who
had lent without interest. Rs. 1100 to the
building fund, bas generously intimated thet
the sum may be considered a present to the
Samaj, and has thereby conferred a fresh obli-
gation upon us. Several other male and
female members have sent in to the Samaj
presents in various shapes and the managing.
committee feel obliged to them for thus as-
sisting the good cause.

Many interesting questions, that engage the
attention of the Hindoo religious world, were
discoursed upon and discussed in the Samuyj
mandir and out of it. The fictions about
the intercalary month, called Adhik or
Purshotum Mas of which so much is made by
the interested Brahmins and which happened
to fall within this year, were taken up for a
series of diseourses; the Ekadashi, the Ram
nowmi and other holidays oun which people
observe fasts and vigils, were also made the
subjects of lectures delivered on those days
in the Mandir. The Samaj is indebted to
Babu Pratap Chunder Muzumdar who kindly
visited Ahmedabad and gave cdifying sermons
and condncted religious worship both public
and private. We feel grateful to Babu
Satyendranath Tagore, Rao Bahadurs Rhola
path and Gopal Rao, Messrs Waman Abaji
Moduc, Runchorlal Chetalal, Dhirupram V.
Kyas 8. A. Harilal Narausi, Bulakhidas Gonga
des Chotalal M. BaxiRevashunker Amba Ram
Pragovind Rajaram, Gevindlal Balaji and others
for the instructive sermons they deliverd
on Cod, Salvation, Relation between God
and Man, Charity, Piety, Practical Virtue,
Idol-Warship, Superstitics, Duties of Man,
Huaman Nature, &e. &e.

“The promoetion of Rao Bahadur Gopal
Rao Huri to the joint judgeship at Tana,
though s happy event in itself, deprived the
Samaj of the services of an active and influ-
ential member.

At the weekly prayer meetings the hall :
o the Mandir was generally crowded. More |
than twenty five members have signed a pledge
_vtobanmh idolatry .and nature-worship fxomk
$heir. d&b’ devotions, Otheps who, while they

aocept the principles of éhe Samaj theovetis
cally, are unable from worldly opposition to
take the pledge, bave agreed to offer daily
prayers,

A branch Samaj has been opened at Kaira
and its first anniversary was celebrated in
September last. An attempt, made to establish’
a Samaj at Broach, was defeated by the advo-
cates of idolatry and pantheism, who converted
it into an organ of their own. We must try
again. We are endeavounring to preach our
principles to our country-men in other places
also, and pray for God’s grace without which
such an underteking cannot succesd. The
extensive sale of our prayer-books is gretify-
ing. The income "of the Samaj during this
year was encouraging. Inmstead of the vary-
ing and uncertain monthly and yearly contri-
butious, upon which we have to depond at
present, we ought to have a permanent fund,
the interest of which can afford us a steady
and certain annual income besides the volun-
tary gifts, subscriptions and donations of
zealous membors and earnest friends. May
it please the Almighty to fulfil our wishes
in this respect and to make our Samaj strong-
er and more useful in propagating the true
principles of religion, and pure pioty.

Mahipat Ram R. Nilkanth.
Secretary, Ahmedabad
Prarthana Samaj.
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THE FAITHS OF INDIA ; HINDOOISM,
BRAHMOISM é&c.

(ExTrACTED FROM J, ROUTLEDGES “ ENGLISH
RULE AND NATIVE OPINION IN INDIA,” 18738)

“IN September 1872, the walls of Chleutta
were placarded with an advertisement of a
lecture to be given by the Minister of thLe
elder body of the Brahmists (termed the
“ Adi Somaj"~—Adi Church) on “ the Superi-
ority of Hindooism to all other religions.”
Reference has been made in an carlier chapter
to one essential and vital difference between
the two Brabmist Churches, both professing to
follow the great first Brahmist, Rajah Rata
Mohun Roy. The younger body, the Church
of Baboo Keshub Chunder Sen, raay be suid
to be very nearly akin to Unitarian Christi-
anity; the elder believe that Hindooism, al-
though overgrown with cxcrescences, has, for
its germ and origin, the worship and unity of
the One True God, and that a return to the
teaching of the Vedas would be a return to
a pure, though a poetical, deism. I had at
this time been in India about two years, and
had seut liome what I must term strietly and
rigorously accurate, though not unquestioned,
pictures of what may be seen at festivals of
Doorga and Juggernauth; I had also in
thosc two years formed an impression that
Englishmen do not rightly comprchend the
faiths, or the mon influenced by the faiths of
India. This advertisement, however was a
startling onc. Did the Minister of the Adi
Somaj (a scholar and a gentleman I after-
wards found) actually- mean to assert, in tho
face of the missionary and educated English
of Caleutta, that Hindooism is superior to
Christianity ¢ 1 found he’ zhd and before:
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the eontroversy which his lecturo caused. had
ended, I had come to the conclusion that the
Hindoos may, in God’s good providence, and
without an absolute adherence to Christian
channelsof faith or form, find their way back-
ward to the key to all truth, the Oncness of
the Most High God. I did not think, and do
not now think, of defending Hindooism. 1
did, and do, desire to show somewhat of the
character of many Hindoo scholars and think-
ers who still claim to be actuated and guided
by Hindooism. b

“ Since that time I have endeavoured in
different ways to draw attention to the liter-
sture of those two Brahmist bodies—u liter-
ature so marvellously
inspired with a spirit of love to God and men,

devotional, and so
that one might seck far for a parallel to it,
gave in the most devotional works of the old
Catholic
those; “Js not progress to be perceivad in

divines. I find such passages as
the sacrod writings of the Christians also?
Was it not o great transition from the Elohim
of Moses to the God of the New Testamont ?
¢ A change passes over the Jewish religion
from fear to love, from power to wisdom,
from the justice of God to the mercy of
God, from the nation to the individual, from
this world to another, from the visitation
of the sins of the father upon the children,
to cvery soul shall bear its own iniquity ; frem
the fire, the earth-quake, and the storm to
the still small voice. ...... Let us be pure
and holy in our lives. Let us make sacrifices
for our religion Lord God, Our Father,
our Saviour, our Redecmer! to Thee we
look up for succour, for we arc woak. Always
grant the light of Thy countenance, for that
light salone is our only consolation amid the
darkness amd dangers of our situation. For-
sake us not, but ‘nfuse patience, firmmess and
fortitude into our souls, so that we may stand

crases

as witnesses of Thy glory to generations to
come(l),”

«In the same spirit a writer of the samc
body claims for Brahmoism the words of Abou
Ben Adhem’s Dresm—“ Write me as one
who loves his fellow-men (2).” This literaiure

(1) These passages Mr. Routledge extracts
from Babu Rajnarain Bose’s pamphlet titled
“Defence of Brahmoism and the Brabmo So-
maj.” Ed T, P,

(8) The writer here slludes to a passege in

is ever growing, and its spirit portains to both
the Brahmo bodies. Each has its pamphlets,
its newspapers, its socicties fer moral and
social, as woll us religious, progress. Both
alike disown Christianity, save as one of the
good systoms of religion which “ the education
of the world” has produced from age to age.
“The minister of the Adi Somaj undertook
to prove, in the face of the younger Biahmo
body, as well as as of Christian Missionaries ;
‘That Hindooism is superior to all other
religions, because it owes its name to no man ;
beeause it acknowledges no mediator between
God and man ; because the Hindoo worships
God as the soul of the soul, and can worship

in every act of life—in business, in pleasure,
and in  social intercourse ;. because, while
other scriptures inculeate worship for the
rewards it may bring, or the punishment it
may avert, the Hindoo is taught to worship
God and practise virtue alone; because being
unscetarian, and belioving in the good of all
religions, Hindooism is non-proselytising and
tolerant, as it also is devotional to an entire
abstraction of the mind from time and senso
and possesses an antiquity which carries it
back to the fountain-head of all thought”
“Those are some of the points which the
lecturer endeavoured to illustrate from history
and by well-put references to existing facts,
“His position was disputed by a genial and
accomplished Missionary, the Rev. Dr. Mur-
ray Mitchell and by several members of the
younger Brahmo body. Dr. Mitehell claimed
to include the Tantras anong the sacred
books of the Hindoos, and adduced from
them immoral passages which the minister
of the Adi Somaj, Babu
promptly disowned.

Rajnarain  Bose,
“Iam not” he said “a
Tantrist, and therefore decline to onter into
3 dcussion on the morits and demerits of
any of the Tantras. The position which 1
took up in my lecture on the Supe;'iority
of Hindooism was this, that even the lowest
Shastras, the Tantras, not to mention the
Vedas. the Upanishads, the Smritis, and the
Puransas, contain monotheistic sentiments of
the most exalted description.” The younger
Brahmo body maintained that the Church
represented by Babu Rajnarain Bose had

Babu Rajnarain  Boso’s. “What is Brab-
moism ?” EA T, P,
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drifted from the teachings of Rajah Ram
Mohun Roy, and his successor Debendra
Nath Tagore, neither of whom confined his
‘search for truth to any one system, and the
latter of whom claimed all great and good
men as teachers, all “nature as revelation,”
and “pure resson as minister(3).” Babu Joten-
dro Nath Tagore (4) (a notable Caleutta
Zemindar, kinsman and successor of Rajah
‘Ram Mohun Roy’s distinguished disciple.
"Dwarka Nath Tagore) maintained that
Hindooism i3 an illimita,blﬁ fount of truth,
and, in confirmation of this view, produced
many beautiful passages from the Shasters,
This controversy produced little effect in
India, so far as making known the tenets of
the two Brahmist Churches was concerned
but it was valuable to me, and it may be so
to the reader in two ways. First, it shows
that, while the Church of Babu Keshub
Chunder Sen is drifting further from Hindoo-
ism, the older body is coming nearer to Hindu-
ism while, at the same time endeavouring to
raise it from an idolatry to a philosophy and
a Secondly, that the
younger body in drifting from Hindootsmx is
not drifting any the nearerto Christianity.
The forms of worship of both Churches are
thoroughly, and at festive times markedly,
Hindoo in the apparent intensity of the devo-
tion, and ip the appeals to the semscs by
rousic and flowers. An “Inquirer from the
Outside” during this controversy having asked
some questions indicating his view of the
greater simplicity, solemnity, devotion, chari-
ty, and purity of the Gospel of Christ, the

monotheistic faith.

(3) Bubu Debendra Nath Tagore, while
doing so,is more national in his views and
predilections than Mr. Routledge imagines. He
is of opinion that we need not resort to the
scriptures of other nations for religious instruc-
tion and that the ocean of the Hindu Shastras
is quize sufficient for the purpose. He presided
at the lecture of Babu Rajnarain Bose on the
superiority of Hinduism and expressed high
approbation of the same. Ed. T. P.

(4) The gentleman here alluded to b
Mr. Routledge is Babu Jyotirindra Nat
Tagore, the Secretary of the Adi Brahmo
Samaj. He is a son of Babu Debendra
Nath Tagore and a grandson of the late
Babu Dwarka Nath Tagore, His lettersto
the “¥riend of India” on the subject of
Hindooism alluded to by Mr. Routledge are
given towards the end of Babu Rajnarain
Bose's “Superiority of Hindooism.” Ed. T. P.

e —
National (Adi Somaj) Paper(5) replied
with some fine instances of Hindoo charity,

- of honor paid to parents and much besides ;

facts which may be freely admitted while at
the same time, a glimpse into these anciént
writings, as into the Koran, is sufficient to
show what a marked contrast they present to
the New Testament. I can not see whither
the spirit of inquiry now abroad in India
is tending, but I venture to ask the reader
to view it in a generous und kindly spirit.

It is now little more than a century since
Ram Mohun Roy (created Rajah by the King
of Delhi) was born of a high caste and
powerful family in Burdwan. Instructed in
all the learning of his caste, he nevertheless
began to doubt, as Sakya Muni ages before
bad doubted. He stndied, travelled, sought
communion with men of intelligence wherever

he could find them. Finally he began to
teach, and in one tract, “ Against the Idola-
try of all Religions” made himself a host of

! cnernies and opponents, including many mis-

sionaries, He certainly held that tho Vedas,
so far from inculcating -idolatry, established
the worship of the One God. He selected
portions of the words of Christ and wrote of
them with enthusiasm. His parity nover
was disputed. He died in Bristol in 1833 ;
and a little later his disciple and frieml,
Dwarka Nath Tagore, marked by a monument
the grave of one of the true teachers of men.
Aftor some years the mantle of the great
leader fell wpon Debender Nath Tagore.
About twenty years later still suspicions began
to creep into the body, chiefly through the
appeals of Keshub Chunder Sen, that the
Vedas were not sure ground (6). In 1866
the Progressive Somaj becarae an indepen-
dent Church.”

———

fazatoiat ¥

wiff ItwAnteaz Awwammr oze et
57w wn Powew Sretw wgae s
wRfsfRayste aferang sfan wifis sl
B e Siva

A |

(5) The “ National Paper” is not the organ

of the Adi Brahmo Somaj. Itisa journal
quite indopendent of that institution. Ed.
T. P

(b) These suspicions were not caused by the
appesls of Kexbub. Chunder Sen’ '
the BT&}}_TR Q a3 % 3 v~

ﬁmﬁfmt}l ‘ICO ik 'e .'-;:
are not revealed books in the sense in which
that phrase is usually taken, Ed. T. P.
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EXTRACT FROM A LETTER OF
PROFESSOR R. G. BHANDARKAR OF
Bomsay DATED THE 16TH APrIL, 1878.

“ON returning home late in the evening
yesterday, 1.was agreeably. surprised when
your letter and the valuable pamphlets that
accompanied it were put into my hands. The
leading members of the Prarthana Samaj
fully sympathize witn the views and princi-
ples of the Adi Brahmo Samaj but unfortu-
nately there has not boen much communica-
tion between us, « * e

»* L] » LJ Yes
T agroe with you in thinking that Hindooisia
is at bottom an clevating monotheism and,
under Hinduaism, I include the doctrines of
sects that have obtainad a footing in the coun-
try.  Amidst the apparent polytheism of the
older portion of the Vedas, a belief in a Su-
preme Power, fushioning and controlling the
universe and  swaying the destinios of man,
15 plainly observable, whether it be attri-
buted to Agniat one time, to Varuna at
another, or to Indra at a third, aceording to
the predilection of the worshipper. The
thought of this period culminated in the
Upanishads which gave us the Onc God (with
the names Indra, Varuna &c dropped) in his
immensity or infinitude reigning over the
universe in ineffable sweetness, the source
of all light, life, and joy ; and raisnd the con-
terplative devotee above the littlenesses of
this world, and made him a partaker of his
Joy—a joy that “ words can not express and
the mind cannot comprehend.”  qrITIITH)
faa&tr3. But the Upanishads took their stand
upon a very high ground and did not take into
aceount the infirmitics of ordinary mortals.
Hence wrose the Itihases and the Puranas
and the exquisite Bhagabad-Gita which brings
the Infinite Sovereign of the Universe nearcr
to us and make him our father and deliverer
whether it be Siva or Vishnu, Rama or Krish-
na to whom according to the inclination of the
Bhakta, these attributes are assigned, This
in brief is, I belicve, the history of Indian
religious thought; and our Sanskrit and
Vernacular literatures teem with sentiments
that are noble and not only will not yield
place to the sacred scriptires of other coun-
tries but will suocessfully claim decided su-
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periority over them. Then again certain
nations give prominence to certain religious
sentiments, The monotheism of Christianity
Mahomedanism, Hinduism have all such pe-
culiarities. For instance, perfect control of the
passions or universal sympathy (@, ®q
wifg, RISy sEe AR gif st are
idess that the Hindoo religious heart loves
devotedly, Mahomedanism and, to a certain
extont, Christianity not only do not shew much
care for them but would enjoin or allow
severity or even cruelty to get the sovereignty
of God acknowledged. Toloration is the
natural outcome of the Hindu idea,
Christian

’I’\(‘,TSU-
impaticnce of the
Christianity

cution  and
and the Mahomedan,
alinost  exclusively with sin and promises
freedom from it as its Moksha, and mostly by
Hinduism takes in the

deals

means of faith alonc.
ideas of man’s ignorance, littleness and mi-
sery also and promises not only purity but
knowledge, greatness, joy and happiness as its
Moksha, and requires faith as well as indivi-
dual cffort (A%, we, 7%, 7F, AFTIR) You
will thus sece that we agree with you in
thinking that our duty consists in proelaim-
ing the monotheism. that underliesthe reli-
gion of the Hindus and to give prominence to
those ideas that have a charm for the Hindu
heart. It weinsist on such ideas only as for-
cign religions lay stress upon, we shall fal to
make an impression on the Hindus, and our
own hearts which, notwithstanding the conting
of European culture it has received,we shall, in
the end, find to be Hindu, will be dissatis-
fied. Minc atany rate is dissatisficd with the
gloomy tonc consequent on the exclusive pro-
minence given to the idea of sin whieh per-
vades Christianity, and whiclh some of our
Brahimnos try or tried to reproduce.  So also
should our mode of propagation be in keep-
ing with our anteccdents, Hence our Ki'r-
tans apd Purans. 1 am so deeply sensible
of the sterling character of the religious in-
struction derivable fror: Hindu literature and
of the suitability of Hindu ideas to the
Hindu religious crayng that in my sermons
1 take Hindu texts, and treat them in a
Hindu style so far as possible. Our great
want herc is a person wiwo could devote his
whele time to the furtherance of the move-
ment. 'We have all our own proper work.”
L
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“No one could have more painfully, or
by the teaching of more bitter actual ex-
perience, learni the necossity of a proper
trust-deed  for the Mandir than Mr. Sen
himself, He and his friends had helenged
to the Adi Bruhmo Somaj and worked zeal-
ously on its behalf, never dreaming that the
Somaj could in one moment be removed {rom

the control of the worshippers or the general
Brahmo Community.  And yet when the
hour of trial came, and there happened to be a
difference of opinion between Babu D, N.
Tagore and those members of the Somaj who
were 1ts active workers, the latter found them-
selves ignominiously turned ous and the Somaj
with all its belongings taken possession of by
Mr. Tagore, simply because n. control over
it was given by any deed to the Brahmo
Public. With this painful experience fresh
in bis mind, with this legal assertion of ar-
bitrary individual authority over the moral
rights ef the community and its deplorable
results but recently enacted before him, one

would have naturally expected Mr. Sen to be i
Lspecially on the guara against a possible re- )
petition of the same scene.  One would have :
thought that he would feel a burning desire to |
take every imaginable precaution to securc ]\
the rights of the Brahmo Commumity over l

]

{

the buflding being raised by public subscrip- !
tion,”
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