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BRAHMA SOMAJ OF THE PUNJAB.
Dated Lahore, the 22rd Jume, 1878.

No.
From
The Secretary of the Brahma Somaj
of the Punjab, Lalore.
To

The Secrctury,

Adv Brakma ;S(mm;,
Culeutta
S,

In accordance with a resolution passed
at a mecting of the members of the Brabmo
Somaj Punjab held on the 19th Instant, I
beg to send you copy of the following resolu-
tion and request s insertion fn youg organ
for the information of the other Samajes,

Proposed by Babu Brojolal Ghose and
seconded by Pundit Shiva Narayn and passed
unanimously.

That the Punjab Brahma Somaj has acted
independently up to this time and desires to
act m the same way for the future, conse-

quently it will continue to co-operate with all
t ¢ Br hmo Somajes for the diffusion of
Theism and other beneficent work.

I bave the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obdt. Servant
BANEE PERsHAD.

It is highly deroga.tory to enlightened Hin~
dus that they resort to hypocrisy. The Hindu
Shastres have plainly stated that there is only .
One God and that He is. immaterial. It is
obviously for the uneducated that the worship,
of the Deity in imaginary forms has "bggm‘
allowed. But it is highly derogatory to the
educated Hindus that they voluntarily de-
grade themselves to the level of their unedu-
cated brethren inasmuch as they do not evinee
the moral courage of stating that they believe
according to the instructions of the Shastras,
in a figureless Deity. This behaviour is quite
opposed to Hindooism and ignores the distine-
tion of the educated and uneducated made in
the Shasters, It is a matter of deep regret
that Non-Hinduism is non-adays passing for
Hinduism so much so that an orthodox
Hindu will net venture to acknowledge that
he worships a formless God in aecordance
with the higher portion of the Shasters. He
will rather dissemnble his opinicn or resort te
silence in an enquiry concerning his religion.
This silence or hypocrisyis not at all demanded
by orthodoxy which allows a broad margin for
the most refined faith tha ~ - can possibly
have. Hypoerisy or sile aing faith -
and that too resorted to giutuitously, is fertile
in mischief. It is supremely hostile to truth
and its propagation and consequently to a heal-
thy development of society. 1f Hinduism be
faithfully followed, then there will be very
little doctrinal distinction between Brahmas
and the enlightened Hindus. The Adi Somaj,
as a writer in the Tattwabodhini Putrika haa
truly called it, is the refined Hindu Somaj
but strange to say that even enlightened
Hindus shrink from identifying themselves
with that Somaj. The sacrifice of truth to
interest is a gigantic calamity and is made
without any imperious necessity. as stated
hereinbefore. Such a sacrifice, thgugh for
the sake of some necessity, is not justifiable '
and how much the mischief is aggravated in
a case where there is no sort of neoosslty
needs scarcely be mentioned.

(To be continued. ) ,
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Paris, Juns 81, 1878.
Degr Sm

fThe encloged was commeneed and the
greater part of it written in the beginning
of February. Pressure of my regular studies
rendered it impossible to finish what Ihave
begun and it was laid quite aside. In the
meantime some of my desk apprehensions
have been realised. The Vemwnlar Press

! Act hes beon passed. Thmking that snchv



outspoken. thoughts might be of some service
to our countrymen in the existing circum-
gtances, I have in spite of excessive pressure
of work, brought what I had to say, to a clese

and I hasten to send it to your address.
* » . *

»
* * »

The more T know of our old Hindu life, the
meore I learn to love and respect it—the more
1 appreciate the feeling with which you once
so oloquently pleaded for the “ Hindu Nume’
in the sequel of your Lecture: “fom guffz
(wBT.” “We cannot—dare not give it up.—
it is to unite us All once more” you so justly
said. And those who know what our old
Hindu life once was—who do all they can
to know more and see the immeasurable bear-

THE NATIVE OF INDIA.

9

seem already to have caught at least partially
that spirit of independence which is such a
characteristic of «ll European nations, especi-
ally of the Teutonic races. India, even in the
days of her glorious Past, has been said by no
less an autherity than Professor Max Muller
to have not been particularly prominent in

' this fecling—political interests were alien to

ings of that knowledge on the development :

of the future Hindu mnationality in India—
should all the more draw to each
other—should unite thomselves in the
bonds of brotherly sympathy and fellow ship,
We are all working to the same noble cause.
Unity should give us also here as everywhere
else more efficiency—should greatly acccle-
rate our progress.

*

close

* * * *

» * * #* L]
How the enclosed ought to be published 1
leave it entirely to you to decide.
L L - »

As for my studies I am now engaged in a
work en our great Hindi Poet Chand, but
the werk is not likely to be done until some
time to come! Chand was a very great poet
and yet so-little known in Bengal. , ¢
The new Brahmo movement interests me
greatly but its anti-Hindu spirit I can not
quite approve of. * *

: ' I remain,
Bir,
Respectfullz your's, .

POLITICAL LIBERTY AND THE BEST
MEANS FOR ITS ATTAINMENT BY
THE NATIVES OF INDIA.

From the few quotations which the Caleutta
Correspondunt of the « Times” lately made
from some native journals, it is easy to see
that there ig at least aspirit of bold speculation

-amongst the educated natives of India, They

—

a people who directed all their energies to the
problems of Life and Death or to those which
concern Man's relation to “The AN” as the
Vedantic Rishis would express it. Tt is there-
fore a very hopeful sign, a feeling which it 1s
impossible to notice without sincere delight,
that India is also taking into herself a spint
of political liberty and if it be laid at the
door of England that she has done nothing
but impoverished India, this creating as it
were a new element in the Indian national
life must at least be recorded in her favour.
Granted that England’s monarchy in India has
verily been that which Mr. Bright in his late
Manchester speech attributed to her, granted
that all the rhetorical epithets which that
eloquent statesman applied were subject to no
qualification, has not England at least done
thig one thing for India which the Mahome.
tans, not to say anything of the Grecks, werc
incapable of doing in theirsway of 1000 years;
And how long is it that England reigns in
Tndia? A century—no more. Nay, her
proper reign might be said to have begun only
since half-a-century. Ts not that at least an
auspicious beginuirg ?

But however one might congratulate India
and her young patriots on their growing feei-

! ing of national independence——however one

might sympathise with their just and laud-
able enthusiasm for the rights of their coun-
try, there is nevertheloss a different side of
this matter which it is essential to bring
home to them. National liberty is an object
which every individual is bound to strive after
and fight for. But there are certain conditions
which we regard as essential—inevitable to its
realisation. And therefore the question of the
most essential importance is: Are the modem
Patriots of India endeavouring to fulfil those
conditions or are they venting their patriotism
merely in dithyrambs and sonnets to Liber-
ty—in patriotic associationsor in such sen-
gational journalistic productions as those ex-
tracts from which have been alluded to in the
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beginning ? Do the modern Patriots of India
really think that they should be able to do much
in the way of their national independence
morely by such literary efforts, unless the
latter be at the same time accompanied by
those practical means which it is the real
object of the former to give an impulse to ?
Not that we do not know how to value car-
nestness of soul. It has its great value but
what we contend for and we simply repeat
what we have said above that there are cer-
tain inevitable conditions, which alone en-
title & nation to political independence or
endow it with the might, and hence with the
right, of governing itself. It is necessary to
be clearer. Our studies in History and its
cognate branches have gradually brought us to
the conviction that the Law of Natural
Selection whose action is so fearfully promi-
nent in the vegetable and animal worlds
obtains equally in human society with scarcely
any perceptible modification. And we all
know what that Law moans. It means that
only the fittost Ceserve to, and will, survive, and,
by the fittest, nature seems to mean in the first
place the strongest in body and soul. She seems
to abhor the weak and the imbecile no less
than the fancied vacuum of old and her pro-
ceeding with them is one of total annilila-
tion or of merited dogradation to the position
they should justly occupy. Only he dares
speak of right or rights who has might, exclaims
she in her Book of Revelations which we term
History. And if man—foolish man, mis-
led either by metaphysical subtleties or theo-
logical fanoies, misreads thal Book,—refuses
to - listen to Nature's solemn audible voice
across the dust of ompires and the din of
centuries, oh! then she knows well enough
how to flog her truant child back to his proper
senses, and her admonitions are not quite
those of a carcssing Bengali mothor, but
consist as wo all know in fearful convulsive
revolutions until Rome finds her Caesar,
England her Cromwell and France her Na-
poleon (not of course “ Le Petit”). In these
Nature once more asserts her eternal
lawess nce more gives the Hero who reigna
not. by the so-called right of conven-
tional  inheritance but of might which
alone gives you the right! The imbeciles
and weak-lings or worse still the sham-heroes
who brought the nation. to its miserable plight

have been scattered to the winds by her
vocanic foroe—~the almost inundating lava-

[ streams of the people’s blood have now been

stemmed, and look how the nation blooms
and flourishes once more under the sway
of its just rightful King, because chosen by
Nature on account of his acknowledged might
and therefore his inviolable right to rule. (See
the very well-known works: (1) Mommsen’s
“ Geschichte Roms,” (2) Carlyle’s “ Cromwell’s
Lettersand Speeches” and (8) “Thier’s Histoire
du Consulat”). And what the great philo-

gophical historians we have just named have

8o conclusively proved by an immeénse mass
of facts and the rare force of their logical
powers in the case of individual men, holds
equally good in the case of individual nations
whose community forms the human race.
Here also, it is the most heroic that should
reign—the wisest and the strongest that
should rule, and abundant blessings flow to
the conquered in spite of the bloody resistance
they might offer, or curses and imprecations
they might heap on their hated conquerrors.

‘Read only what David Hume says on the effects

of the Roman Conquest in Britain and if you
will appeal to the facts of Universal History
(Wellgeschichte) you will be convinced that
similar effocts have taken place in all coun-
tries and in all climes—all the more in pro-
portion to the higher civilisation of the con-
quering and the wise teachableness of the
conquered. Nay, History proves more. It
proves that even if the conquering race
occupy an inferior scale of civilisation—even
if it be destitute of those arts and
sciences which are generally recognised as the
inevitable concomitants of a civilised life
and have no other qualities to recommend
itself but manly courage, abounding energy
and undisguised frankness, its hammering
down the tottering remnants of a highly ecivi-
lised but exceedingly corrupt nation is of
rare service to humanity as a whole. It is
hardly necessary to allude to those whom we
mean. We mean of course the Franks, the
Goths and the Vandals: those “ barbarians
of the North” who battered down the effete
civilisation of the Roman Empire, If the
all sweeping, all-devastating Mongolic hardes
had not once, under their well-known leaders,
over-spread locust-like all the countries lying
between Pekin and ' Moscow, Punjab and
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Silesia, we ghould have been deprived of those
exemaplary Mogul rulers whose great me-
mories we must cherish with perpetual grati-
tude and who conferred blessings of civili-
gation on our land which every strebt, nay every
mouldering stone of Delhi, Agra and Lucknow
still bears a magnificent and no less a touching
witness of. We mean of course our Baber,
ouwr Akbar (Glory to his name—perhaps the
very beau~ideal of a Ruler and hence also of
a man that has ever lived ) and our Shahje-
han—rulers in whose presence we feel
as if we were before our Rama, Vikramaditya
and Chandragupta|

If such be then the verdiet of Universal
History —if such be Nature’s inexorable Law,
it is meet that we, the Hindus, should re-
cognise it in due time and try to wrest out of
Fate all the good she is able to yield. And
if without allowing oursclves to be hurried
away by the impetuosity of a blind patriotism
which we are afraid has begun to infect the
rising generation of India, we should calmly
and thoughtfully weigh the facts as they are,
we should go out with the conviction, that
for India, no other foreign conquest could be
more favorable——more suited to supply her
with all that she most needs than that of
England. And what is it that our country
stands most in need of 2 Certainly: (1) In-
dustry (2) Commerce (3) Political Spirit
and above all (4) Tho Physical Sciences.
These, we say are the crying needs of India,
needs which must be met with or we must
perish  most miserably—like Peru or
Mexico. And those who have taken most
pains to study what India once was, and what
s hotbed of famine, pestilence, ignorance,
superstition, and of brutality she now 15, shall
accede most to this opinion, as for example
that gifted nobleman who, with a discri-
mination proportionate to his good will,
holds now the rudder of our government.’
In a speech which His Excellency delivered
quite in the beginning of his gracious reign
(it was, we believe before the Convocation of
the Calcutta University) he observed that
what India wanted was not meta-physical
philosophy 'but, physical science, for ho
strongly suspected that the Hindus might
even ‘excel the Europeans in the subtleties
of their dialectical ingenuity! (the words
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may not be quite exact, for we quote from
memory). And what His Excellency said about
dialectical skill, he might have said with
still greater truth about Philology, Poetrv
and Religion. How extromely valuable were
the achievements of the ancient Hindus in
all tkese branches of knowledge, is well-
known to every Furopean who is ac-
quainted with the chefs-docuvre of the emi-
nent savants who began their work of enlighten-
mont (ex oriente lux!) a contury ago under
Jones and Colebrooke and are now o worthily
represented by men  like Max Muller and
Albrecht Weber. Though transforred from
one political slavery to another, India has
nevertheless continued to dominate over by
far the greatest part of Asia by the rare
vigourand the abundant richness of her spiri-
tual life. And what the Hindo mind has
been doing for long long centuries for China
Japan, {Thibet, Mongolia and Siheria, for
Burmah, Siam and some of the islands of
the mneighbouring Archipelago, it has now be-
gun to do for Europe, if we are to interpret it
by the influence which it has already exer-
cised on some of hor most cultured minds
and acknowledged leaders of thought. Max-
Muller never speaks of our Language—of its
influence on Philological Science—of our
“ divine” grammarian Panini but in words
of iapturous enthusiasm and those who
would measure the influence of our Poetical
Literature on some of the greatest poets and
poctical philosophers of Europe nced only
recollect the well-known eulogic words of
Goethe, Schilegel, Ruckert and the Hum-
boldts, not to forget at the sametime that
noble Italian, Qorresioc who, in his Intro-
duction to the Ramayana, evinces such a rare
kinship to our pious and poetical ancestors.
Passing by the voluminous works of the
Orientalists themselves like Burnouf, Stanis-
las Julien, Foucaux and others—of popular
expounders like Kppen and St. Hilaire, the
inflnence of Buddhism on the religious and
philosophical thought of Europe which has
but just begun is best gauged by referring to
the works of one solitary thinker who, whe-
ther we agree with his opinions or not, is
certainly exercising a vast influence not only
on the rising generation of his own land but
on the civilised world. We mean of course



Arthur Schopenhauer whose pages abound

with extracts from the Buddhist Literature
and whose Weltanschanung seems to have
been so considerably influenced by the teach-
ings of the Prophet of Kapilavastu. Thus
it is not Dialectics, par Philology nor Poetry
and Religion that we need; nay, as it would
seem, we have enough of them not only for
-ourselves but even to spare a good deal for
our neighbours, What then are our real and
inevitable needs? Certainly that which
Lord Lytton so wisely mooted in his Speech
before the Convocation, namely: Physical
Science. Yes, Physical Science is that which
we verily want, andlet us add also :
. merce, Industry and Political Spirit.

Com-

Now,

how could we be thrown into the contact of |

a nation worthier to supply us with all these ?
What other nation could boast of greater
progress in Science, of more extensive and
successful Commerce, of more officient In-
dustry and of freer Political Institutions more
normally developed than England? What
other nation, we ask, could count more uni-
versally acknowledged leaders of Science than
Bacon, Newton, Darwin, (Charles), more suc-
cessful reprosentatives of Commerce than the
Company which, beginning with small sea~
coast factories, gradually established an empire
groater than cven that of Asoka or Akbar,
more efficient leaders of Industry than Ark-
wright, Watt and Stephenson, and worthier
heroes of Political Liberty than the Fathers
of the Magna Charta down to their worthy
successors : The Hampdens, the Pyms, the

Elliots, the Miltons and the Sydneys of a |

later age ? If such be our veritable needs and
such the nation with which we have by a
concourse of rare circumstances been brought
into such intimate inextricable relations,
what is it that we, the Hindus, should direct
our efforts to do? Certainly to learn from
our rulers and through them from the whole
civilized world in a spirit of wise teachable-
ness all that they have to teach us. And
what England and Europe have to teach us is
verily what we most latk of as has already
been intimated. We should therefore do all
we can to oultivate and master the Physical
Sciences—make the most of those opportu-
nities of acquiring them which have now been
placed at' our disposal. I the firsl place direct
all our energies to be a svientific “ nation”

under the gumance of the master-minds of
Europe and then we should have every thing

else we want. The growth of Commerce and
Industry shall go hand in hand with the
growth of Science: they are twin-sisters—rin~
separable companions. And does not India
of all countries in the world deserve it that
her children should particularly occupy them-
selves with Science—should kuow the vast
incoraparable physical resources she possesses .
most that these might be developed and
utilised as much as powible? What other
country has ever been so provorbial on account
of the fertility of its soil and the exuberance
of its natural productions? What other
country could boast of minerals, plants and
animals more precious, more abundant and
more diversified—of rivers wider and more
navigable, mountains higher in altitude and
richer in productions—coasts more extensive
or more suited to the establishment of trading
factories and cfficient shipping? The ma-
terial resources of our country, its fabulous
richness, “ the wealth of India” has been
attracting foreign nations, either as merchants
or invaders from time beyond mind. The
first Mahometan conquerors moeusured away
its gold and diamonds in mauns and not in
piuces. We therefore owe it to onr rarely
gifted country to study the Physical Sci-
ences, to know whsat physical resources she
has, utilise them as much as possible and thus
open the way to the highest development of
our commercial and political interests. And
in the broad day-light of scientific research
shall pass away those gloomy spectres which
now cause so much terror and agony to our
now utterly wretched mind. Pestilence and
Famine, Yellow Fever and Epidemic, with their
attendant evils, shall pass away., No less shall
those grim superstitions and ghastly usages

| pass away which are hardly less fatal in their

consequences than the evils mentioned above.
And if there be further any truth in the
assertion made by almost all great Orientalists
without exception that the Hindus bave
& mystical, unpractical tendency of mind,
nothing is so likly, to care us of the same
as a thorough acquaintance with the physi-
cal phenomena of Nature and the orders.of
sequence which they mvmably follow. Thus
Science—that which our present wise and
beneficent Ruler has already proposed seems
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to be.the chief remedy~yea—the panacea to
say to all - the frightful maladies which our
dear country is so intensely suffering frorm.
Following then his advice, let us direct
our efforts to a thorough cultivation, and as
much as possible to a wide diffusion of
Scienco. It is Science—it is “ Culture” in
the German scnse of that word that should
now engage our best energies inorder that
we may iu due time reap its golden fruits
which are: National Prosperity, National
Laberty and, as the full mature outcome of
all, afree, vigorous and noble National
Literature. Do you think if we descrve
Liberty, that is to say, if we have slowly
but surely developed those conditions which
alone entitle a nation to that grand golden
privilege, England would be willing to with-

hold us from 1t? FKogland—the land of
. . . . . »
free political institutions-~the home of

Then
untrue to the deepest, the holiest instinets of

noble, hervic patriots ? must she be
her soul-—then must she be utterly faithless
to the noblest of her traditions and the most
1t she
wight indeed ever go down so Jow—-if foregoing

cherished of her spiritusl experiences.

all that which makes her voice to-day so
mueh respected in  all  countries—infuses
such strong confidence in all nations fallen or
about to full, she might one day be so despi-
eably corrupt—such a blagueur as the ¥reuch
say, oh ! then should she be no more capa-
ble of holding us in bondage than the later
Roman emperors their Asiatic Empire or the
statesmen of George the Third's reign a
century ago their noble heroic Puritanic
brothers across the Atantic? We should
then assert our just rights in spite of all
English Caesars and certainly with the living
sympathy of the whole civilised world for us
and its unmitigated execrations for them!
Let us then in the first place do all we can—
make use of all our present opportunities to
deserve Liberty and we will—must have it.
But if instead of trying to deserve Liberty by
the adoption of those practical means which
we have indicated above, we would permit
ourselves to indulge in vituperative, scurri-
Tous journalism or in seditious incendiary
- brochurisra—in descanting with frothy, extra-
vagant grand-cloquence on the supposed
dotage and the consequent imbecility of

¥
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England, we should only ii%ﬁ{;oke qin‘ rulers
—we should only tighten our chains—wo
should only deserve to be treated as all con-
guered and disloyel races have ever bt&er;.;
They might treat us as our Aryan fathers
treated the aborigines of India (Sudras), as
the Dorian Conquerors treated the original
inhabitants of Greece (Helots), as the Rowans ™
treated their foreigm, and cspecially their
Asiatic, prisoners (Slaves and Gladiators), as
Charlemagne otherwise so humane was com-
pelled to treat the Saxons under Wittikind,
as the Anglo-Saxons treated the Britons, as
the Normans treated the Anglo-Saxons, and
the compound of both, that is to say, the
English treated not long ago the imhabitants -
Nay, the most siguiflcant as
well as the most touching instance of the

of Treland.

kind is afforded by a people who,gifted, conra-
geous  and patriotic bevond the ordinary
run, have nevertheless ceased to have national
existence and are now exiles and emigrants
in all parts of Europe, if not of the whole
world. We mean of course the Poles whose
history is full of unmistakeable warning to
All, espeeially to us in onr prosent civenm-
stances. Our “ Hindn Patriots” should seri-
oudly reflect on all these instances especially
on the last to draw lessons of wise conduct
from them. If they are silly enough to
fancy that the British Lion has grown old
and therefore imeeile, they should, at the
some time, never forget that a Lion even
on his deathbed is capable of putting to
flight nay, tearing to picces whole herds of
sheep and cows—of cowards and dastards
who have neither the strengh of individuality
nor the power of unanimity. It is not the
number but the quality of that number
which makes a nation, 7The number of men
who founded the Athenian, the Roman and
the Florentine Republics—the number of
men who fonght for snd developed the Eng-
lish Constitution, would sink into utter in-
significance before those vast, unwieldy masves
whieh encumber the fertile plains of India.
Corapare only the 200,000,000 of your Indian
population and the 20,000,000 of that brave
energetic people who inhabit England (we,
except Wales). An American hero (of course
of the North) once said that one Socrates
was worth all the South Carolina States! one
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Rajpoot, one Sikh, one Hindoostani or one
Mauharafti is more worth than one thousand
of your typical Bengali Baboo in his costume
du chef de cuisine—fit only to make brilli-
ant specches and write seditious feuilletons!
Ten and seven horsemen under an ill-formed
fanatical slave came in by the front-door, and
your bonafide Bengali Rajah went out im
peace (Santis!) by the back-door inorder
that no injury might be done to any living
creature~no disturbance might take place
inthe fecling of wniversal Maitre) What
a glaring humiliating contrast to those decds
of stirring heroism which our Ramayana
and our Mahabharata cclcbrate, as does no
less our Chand———the greatest and the
noblest of anr modern Hindu Poets—in his
immortal Poem! Read--read those grand
Epics of old aud the “Prithiraj Charita” and
you will see how low—how despicably low
you are fallen, |

We should therefore try to improve tho
quality of our number, for of quantity wo
have enough  to spare, If then we have
the real interests of our country at heart—if
we are not mere declamatory lip-patriots
but patriots in the sense in - which Hampden
was once in England, Washington a century
ago in America, Thiers but yesterday in
France, Bismark now is in Gormany, we should
direet all our present efforts to master the
Physical Sciences—to develope the vast and
the various resonrces of our gifted country us
much as possible——to learn and introduce
from Europe its Science, Industry, Commerco
Political Spirit—to remedy all those grave
flaws whieh are to be detected in the most
diversified ramifications of our National Lifc
and when we have slowly but surely (for the
process as every process of devolopment must
be nccessarily slow, developoed all those in-

% Tlhose who cannot understand the « Prithi-
raj Charita” in its grand original which is in
old Hindi are requested to read by all means
Todd’s “ Rajasthan” whero considerable mate-
rials have been drawn from our great Bard's
Poem—although it is curiously suggestive
that &0 many of us should read English and
some of us even French so well and our own
Hindi or Hindui (hence its name) so ill or
probably not at all}

IR,

evitable conditions which ‘alone entitle a
nation to Liberty, we will have it, because
we deserve it.  Until that time we must be
content with “such definitions of justice or
rather of England’s justice to India as Sir
F. J. Stephen in his late long letter to the
“Times” condescended to enunciate. We are
children and must therefore be treated as such.
If we would foolishly give ourselves the airs of
manhnod we should simply make ourselves
ridiculous or worse still should be flogged back
into surly obedience. Or if we be found quite
incorrigible, we should be treated as all in-
corrigible children once were under the old
Spartan Law-—we should be ulterly exter-
minated without cven a trace to tell our
wretched talo. That whole races can be ex-
terminated is a fact quito crediblo to those
who are acquainted with what great histori-
ans relato about the Red Indians of Ameriea,
about the aboriginal inhabitants of Peru
“ and Mexico. (See among others Drapor's
“History of the Intelloctual Development of
Europe,”) and about many other races whose
simple existence wo are now able to conjec-
ture only as the zoologists do that of those
half-reptilian or half-aerial Moesozuic Sauria,
or that gigantic Pigeon called Dodo (dtdus
ineptus—the very name tells yon why it was
extinct) or that of those well-known Mam-
moths and Mastodons of the Tertiary Period.
We should therefore be wise in due time if
we are not to share a similar fate—we should
constautly remember and act up to the old
adage “ First deserve and then desire.”

A Young Hinnu,
Feb. 10. 1878.

Fontainbleau.
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India. Here a rich goldsmith
with his caste-men, Thowever
' 'my be. | It is, therefora. evi-

of wealth, whose demands are no

us and exacting than those of the
em’ of caste” The American ladies
: OVel ‘who had been all along ho-

1 Chuzzlewit as a great man, ut-
- te s'-tlmek of horror when they heard that
-ﬂ ad come asa deck-passenger on board,
whmh he had sailed over from
merica. The influence of the
;u ably illustrated by the
ickens in this story. Tf caste
f(mEl in every country,

" that is, the pmmple ofmmg. respect o
| piety and learning. Inordinate respect for

wuajth makes the mind mean and sordid,

| while such respect for piety and learning
ennobles it. \L-admit that some evil conse-

quences have resulted from the institution
of caste in India, but still the foundation on
which the superstructure is built must be
considered to be nobler than that on which
the caste system of Europe rests. JNo country,
I repeat, can exist without distinetions of
caste. If we abolish our present system of
caste, it is sure to be succeeded by nwom
one, that is, the caste of wealth, from the

~evils of which Europe and America are now

suffering. Certainly the aristocracy of piety

~and learning is preferable to the aristocracy of

wealth. We can improve the ' present system
of caste, but should not abolish it altogether.
As society improves, the 'Brahmins of India
may be gradually expected to improve also
as a class, ) If proper encouragement be held
out to students of toles, they may be expocted
to combine vernacular learning with Sanskrit.
Vernacular learning of the present day will
give them an insight into the history, the
science and the philosopy of Europe. As
Theism makes progress in the country, learned
Brahmins may be expected to make a full
profession of Brahmoism, they being now half
Brahmos, the name of Brahma being used in
almost all the mantras repeated by them,
especially the Gayatri. You must admit the
great advantages of the existence in the
country of a class of men solely devoted to
the profession of religion and learning. 1f the
existence of such a class be necessary, why

| not improve the indigenous one already

existing? The superstitious reverence which
is paid to Brahmins, is gradually disappearing
with tLe progress of education and enlighten-

ment. The reforms which I have mentioned
¢ | above have already begun to manifest them-
_ ul\m, though in. a faint degree, in t.hathody,.: _




* zation,” must be admitted. The Brahnsios, | %
from their antecedents, pursuits and superior
intelligence to the rest of the community of
which more anon, are entitled to constitute,
and already do constitute, that caste..f
 Proceeding on Darwin's Theory of Natural
Selection, Galton, the learned author of the

“Theory of Development,”

recommends the

_introduction of the custom of intelligent men

marrying intelligent women with the view of
preventing the occurence of dearth of talent

‘in a country, which is now complained of by
_ Englishmen as having already set in in theirs.

In our country the custom already exists,
men of the higher castes being the intelligent

among the people, and invariably marrying

" into their own caste.

We find men of the

* higher castes succeed in obtaining the univer-

/

sity degrees of India, and those England-going
Natives, who obtain success in the examina-
tions in England, are also generally high
caste men, High caste men are generally
found to rise to the highest posts in tho ser-
vice of Government, through the natural
buoyancy of their hereditary genius and talents.
The most successful Pleaders of the High Court
are all high-caste men. The greatest religious
and social reformers of our country, as well as
the most eminent English scholars, have been
Brahmins. Chaitanya was a Brahmin, Ram-
mohun Roy was a Brahmin, Debendra Nath
Tagere is a Brahmin, Iswara Chunder Vidya-
sagar is a Brahmin, Ram Tanu Lahiri is a
Brahmin, and Krishna Mohun Bannerji is a
Brahmin. When we want to abolish caste
altogether, we should consider the mischief
that we might commit by abolishing a system
that prevents the occurrence of dearth of
talent in a country. \

| Caste might be used as a powerful instru-
ment for the moral improvement of the coun-
try. A generation or twe ago, adulterers and
drunkards in a village were punished by
social excommunication. This acted as a great
moral deterrent. If the bonds of society were
not relaxed under the influence of European
education and civilization, the custom of pun-

ishing drunkards by social ex-communication

would have still existed and prevented the

banaful practice of drinking that is awfully |

increasing in the country. Let the moembers
~of acaste punish the immoral mwioftheu
mtemthsomﬂﬂ ' ’_aadt‘hen

-!ial

you will see what aa.lumy oomequm ﬂow
from the preservation of the institution of
caste. [ A European writer in the Statesman,
in his description of Assam, published in
that journal about a year ago, says :—<It is
surprising what an influence caste has amongst
those half-savage people. Tt is the g;mt»eﬁ{ o
moral ruler without which the country would
be a moral pest-house,it possesses an influence \
for good which one does not find in other
lands under their vauhted clmhz.a.non a.nd
religious culture,” .

- The present system of caste certa:in]y"ad- "
mits of modifications.  For instance, the sub-
castes, that is, the castes within a caste,may be
abolished with advantage, and the extremely
rigorous rules about dining with people of
other castes, may be also relaxed with bene-
fit to society. We can also follow other pro-
fessions than our hereditary ones, if necessity
requires us to do s0; but the system of caste
should mot be materially changed for the
reasons stated above.

One of the evils, that are now afilicting our
country, is that people do not think indepen-
dently, but judge of things through an Eng-
lish medium. We should not it Europeus
civilization to make us totally blind to the
benefits of Native institution,and allow the tide
of reformation that has set in ia the country
to wash away whatever there is of good in
the venerable institutions of our forefathers.
We should say to it :—“Thus far shalt thou
come and no further, ”

Yours &ac.,

: Boske.
The 8rd September, 1878.
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