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ACT III OF 1872
Sinee the enactment of Act ITI of 1872,

a heterogeneous medley of Brahmos, scep- | -

tics, and atheists have availed themselves
of its provisions.
Brahmos, having the least religious feeling,
can marry according to this act. We do not
know how they reconcile themselves to the
idea that marriages, solemnized in the
presence of God, are not valid and those
rformed in the presence of a human being
without the least mention of the name of
God, valid. If they say that the former kind
of marriage is not valid, and the latter valid,
in a social and not in a religious point of
view, we reply that. true religion admits no
difference between matters religious and mat-
ters social. 1n its eyes, every thing social is
‘religious, and every thing religious is social.
Marriages, solemmnized according to this act.
are reprehensible whether the Brahmic cere-
mony follows or precedes the registration, In
the former case, if the bride or bridegroom
dies in the interval between registration and
Brahmic ceremony, it becomes a gxurely godless
(Niriswara) marriage. If the registration
follows the Brahmic ceremony, it could be
asked, how could a marriage, a{ready celebra-
ted in the solemn presence of God, again
uire celebration before man ? Is not this

- dishonouring God ? These marriages, to say
the least of them, are very repulsive in either
way. The Act, asit at present stands, is

aifiea; g f6 @¥wel

We really wonder how |

for
Br‘ahmps.thv;ho gvs;i} ‘themselves of the Act
it.,:i.s amere form like other form ?&

pere o gy
registration, such as that of birth or death

but it is not so. It is a regular form of marri-
age before a human being, nﬂordﬁg-a?#'e{y
unfavourable contrast to the Brahmic marn-
age, solemnized in the presence of God. The

Hindus are an essentially religious people. How
could we expect them to ?ﬁﬂue Brahmoisni

if we act in such an irreligious ~ manner ?

The feeling of Hindus st m g
celebrated according to thi:ﬁt, h,m
by the cireumstance that they necessitate the
repudiation of the Hindu name which a man,
having the least patriotic feeling, would never
consent to do. This repudiation of the Hindu
name would moreover highly injure the
cause of Brahmoism by obstructing the success-
ful diffusion of that religion, %ur reverence
towards God aund our pious wish to promote
the successful diffusion of our religion should
dissuade us from having recourse to the pro--
visions of this irreligious act. We admit such a
step would involve worldly sacrifice but such
sacrifices should be cheerfully undergone for
the sake of religion. We wonder how Brahmos,
Brahmoism in other respects, suddenly turn
e time of marriage.
We are perhaps mistaken in saying that
Brahmo marriage, solemnized with Brahmic
rites only, is illegal and therefore requires
worldly sacrifice. = When marriages, taking
place among the different heterodox sects of
India, are reckoned valid in courts of law,
why should not Brahmo marriages be so ? 1f
e said that the former kind of marriages
have already settled down into a custom, the
same could be urged in favour of Bpahmo mar-
riages ; the first Brahmo marriage having taken
place so far back as 1861, and many ving
subsequently taken place since the same,
Some Brahmos might argue that there is a
probability of ordinary Brahmo marriages,
solemnized with Brahmic ceremonies ouly
and not according to the Act, being reckoned
valid in courts of law but intermarria,

can not be so. To this we answer that, when
intermarriages are recognized by the ancient

scoptics and atheists and not forwm

Hindu Shastras and are not uncommeon in '

East Bengal and among certain religious sects
of the country, and are reckoned wvalid in
courts of law, there cannot be any doubt of
such marriages among Brahmos being also
rockoned legal in courts of law. Such a high

legal authority as Fitz James Stephen is of

opinion that every marriage is a contract
and that Courts of Law must feel the greatest
difficulty in reckoning any kind of marriage
null and void.* sy,

* Sce Stephen's speech at the Legislative
gﬂumd?& at the end of Pundit Ananda
a1
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Vedantabagish’s pamphlet on Brah-
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firga ez 73, o ik afot @A ateaces |
aratew 1 acwana sfan fiatce Stel ae—
722 g% eirwa MR AT WA AR AF—
aue Tety @n o AT wifEDy A,
iR w¥cm or A v ofw TteAra Wi,
o1 o (3 WY Afe Ffaca stel «F @fwta Few
e 2ol ABCS AT | qaq FAwmiA-wGAATL
f argifers stom s —fawta 2Ry A
awgx 7w Bfacs oify b, fag (A TP WE
awfanl 3o | 20 cM WA Wl 229l S
faotrs Bparn w42t wevl fo w1 I @
Aterma T Are ) (AN WET (V] QT A
wisifa® affatrea (-—“Nay history proves
more—It proves that even if the conquering
race occupy an inferior scale of civilization,even
if it be destitute of those arts and sciences
which are generally recognized as the inevit-
able concommitants of a civilized life and
have no other qualities to recommend itself
but manly courage, abounding energy and |
undisguised frankness, its hammering down
the totteriug remnants of a highly civilized
but exceedingly corrupt nation is of rare ser-
vice to humanity as a whole. Tt is hardly
necessary to allude to those whom we mean.
We mean of course the Franks, the Goths
and the Vandals” ws@r fefa @ gta «iet-
fa® estarwa Do sfone @, stwtafes
AT ey olw Rwta MoAR o At
wre-—qae Efeetn et wtwrga | fog Rl
wia g% A f@tne @AY avwss g
sty affesesa— Thus science—that which
our present wise and benevolent Ruler has
already proposed seems to be the chief remedy
—yea the panacea to say to all the frightful
maladies which our dear country is so in-
tensely suffering from. Following his advice,
let us direct our efforts to a thorough culti-
vation sand as much as possible toa wide
diffusion of Secience. It«is Science, it is
‘Culture’ in the German sense of that word
that should now engage ocur best energies,
inorder that we m:a.y in due time reap its
golden fruits which are:—National Prosperity,
National Liberty, and as the full mature
outcome of all, a free vigorous and moble
National Literature” @sqy ¥% ® 72 7
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Aen weN IR ST oien gt wdes
CoEE | AR (et e Ay §R e cEir-
fag g AFAR Widfes war faand—
- WABHE 2T WY A 199 ¢ BT AT
. AR w19 sfarma Seta 2ty «pfer w
g4 @eia sl Wi sfam  wifAures—
«® 3ty @B @AStT Sfrs (A arwiAd
ca ot whta Ar-wifs TRy aF Wi T
s¥rw arFat g7 3w v few Ay o-
Fforae w7 Ifrs oa ox" W3 9B @
e Wfe Tgarr wgn fafes wie—eh
g e —Eugia Wi —agaannr “fe—ag

wiga @sia® wgued A AFfET wfews

sham Afren IO aF @A G sten
segre qWA AN ke sfes and 2Rane—
Taw wrgfrs 27w S oftes I
stfAnres—=Ay ANANFe WNHA WY -
fars AR TEANE | WiNA YT WT {7
afaafe on, Wfean gEAeR Wi ot
oy wEfey @gia ed 9N Tfy @t
TR THAD) FAT RGAATACIA—C AT
AtgifEs @Y aEegn eI @-amE, iR
Az AtafEs aens B fas shm—ieye
fagy o@T e AN 56 @FE Seity WA
wa Il WDNGEF W At s
s3m fo smal wa Aty gf agfen afes
aeiqa faredifaad afssn sfes  Atfa
qi9—azd @gfs fvwte @S sfaas
| Bty W A @I TF g3 @Afeum sy o5
wfanen voga ABRT fear szl wqarea
@t (1A foumila (Al wrqe afam AMeFa)
fauns 14w Bagehot ®tgta “Physics and
Polities” altga svo #Ew AW, “Climate
" and physsical surroundings, in the largest
sense, have unquestionably much influence;
they are one factor in the cause, but they
are not the only factor; for we find most

”Maadiﬂaehdby the same sarround-
idgs ; and we have every reason to believe
that those unlike races have so lived as neigh-
‘bours for, ages” . aiffs  WfSTAR fes

i i gt 1PN,
X .-.-’r. ¥ t

- races of men living in the same

Nl
— —— — '
Wallace #trga ataw Papuan @ Malay witfs
QTR aly-oura @THed Ja-yage TR oA
i afenre Wb Stefyo s 76 ety
fafewst fwmta 1 $tam magam wme e
T AW, el viowe ergfer agta
A, ATA P @ NI WYY @I AE |
fofi ama—“Borneo closely resembles New
Guinea, not only in its vast size and froedom
from volcanoes but in its variety of geological
structure, its uniformity of climate, and the .

- general aspect of the forest-vegetation that

clothes its surface. The Moluccas are the
counterpart of the Philipines in their vol-
canic structure. - their extreme fortility, their
luxuriant forests, and their froquent carth-
quages ; and Bali, with the east end of Java,
has a climate almost as arid as that of Timor.
Yet between those corresponding groups of
islands, constructed, as it were, after the same
patern, subjected to the same climate, and
bathed by the same oceans, there exists the
greatest possible contrast, when we compare
their animal production. Nowhere does the
ancient doctrine—that difference or similar-
ities in the various forms of life that inhabit
different countries are due to corresponding
physical differences or similarities themselves
—meet with so direct and palpable a con-
tradriction. Borneo and New Cuinea, as
alike physically as two distinet countries can
be, are zoologically as wide as the poles a-
sunder ; while Australia with its dry winds,
its open plains, its stouy deserts and its tem-
perable climate yet producess birds and
quadrupeds which are closely related to thouse
inhabiting the hot, damp, luxuriant forests
whsch everywhere clothe the plains and
mountains of New Guinea"—=%5qq atwiet
73mad A wganmAesia  UEEsH @-
e Tolftuy wgATd wAA, Ol CR0A (-
a8 3 A aw ezxfer aAsiz  wfemy
wfaml WAGE  woaewm  Ad LRy
fa® @2 ezt s o 74 fiew afs-
ats (afare weew, Stetal frwsad fat z8eaw
—3F 7, 7 g etwm AEodwa e
wrd7 Bwalfiwtd 22, o cfmw fanon
@S wtAw WAL WA AFe—AH-
aAFafaena g&a Wiifas 37 ¢ apfea T
afeatn B qrrata® watefs oZa @,
A% TN B UFAT (5B @ HOIAM CF)-
faz sfisran getuy sfoaa s And
TR | - -
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~ 7w ( Principlo of Heredity ) =fa @l Setrat-

firsty frnst ( Principlo of Adaptibility.) «%
32 Fraw® smwAare asF S IO |
eats foaBa erstra wiwai  opfetwee-
7 rtraten Swafiwtd g8, «r o
frraBy =gl wtnifrrern e s Wor-
firore w139 @ wharm Tewudt aw AR
awnel 2% atel Fatan &% Wity wiere
2w 3fFaty WA g7 wiete? wihg Awmra”
war @3fy fAew Aws B arw, wehw -
I cstaAiE-cem  wEfarE waw e
whaty Seatdh wfan wreet weew sifyadraa
frra—Bufen frce A% atv—qs vty azl
e A—ta @l offgadanty 1 aleta
@¥ 5% fraca wattwy (aQAs AY e
et ¢ Afers fafeas aifis 29 39w
FEA THA @ WITI-CANT WA QUIAUNCA Bl
fargl &t 1B, co\oms famw wifm gy @fs.
caty 6B a2 @wae (Afaw Gty @
(1A 2arE Tt At AAAtfrs eRaAty B,
Borratfirsta fraw wifm) steta Afaoares 6B
o7 ; @¥Wc «® u¥ fawowy wiv-etfsans
ARG Twrarea Tafea oy watwd 7y
=g e onm awfies W
frctd sifiomafinsts fsd w8rs  wn, o,
ot 1% 25fs wm raa Batliata ane of-
1y, (i3AY wtn @a fire Steffirra Stww,
fastrs ersfs crteare Swnfyatd) 2201f% |
a®wq @ qiwefn wmifieda s e3rs
wANs waats war 3tfecag whard @ waw
FTHT WEEA @ AT AN ways | AfaG
AER Bare-wifsn s o yRE awfis
A ¥ Bowy AR ofvew Soreara, (A¥HA
iz asws Tty qers| ety @fsza fs
af Stef wwifiesa |feasal a7 36471 Mill
fam Sieta we19) awe ek «F wwf  aw
@, Bl wersta arena Farwfion A
fix fast ¥ z®ewes | (B atag—"There
has erept over the refined classes. over the
whole class of gentlmen in England, a moral
effemminacy, an inaptitude for every kind
of struggle. They shrink from all effort, from
every thing which is troublesome aud dis-
agreeable, The same causes which render
them sluggish and unenterprising, make
them, it is true for the most part, stoical
under inevitable evils. But heroism is an
active, nota.pamve quality, and when it is
naeeaaarynot to bear pain but to seek it,
f

1

Meudadsp‘ﬁerpwh&. ted from the meﬂh

present day. They can not undergo Mbm-._-‘_.
they can mot brook ridicule, they can not
brave evil tongues: They have not hardi-
hood to say an unpleasant thing o any one
whom they are in the habit of secing, or to
face even with a nation at their back, the
coldness of some little coterie which sumumls
them.”
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(e Wy @3 7oA afmansT Do you
think if we deserve lihety, thatis to say, if
we have slowly but sirely developed those
conditions which alone entitle a nation to
that grand golden privilege, England would
be willing to withhold us from it—England,
the land of noble heroic patriots ¢’
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ACT IITI OF 1872,
The Tattwa Koumuadi and the Brahmo

Public Opinion have replied to our article |

on this subject published in our issue for
Agrahayan last. Our contemporaries con-
tend that what is required by the Act to be
done by the bride and the bridegroom before
the Registrar is a simple declaration and not
regular marriage. Granted. But the main
argument remains unanswered that, when the
marriage takes place in the solemn
of God, it is unnecessary, nay sacrilegious, to
bring in a human being to witness it fo seccure
its validity. We are surprised to note that
our God-fearing and God-honouring contem-
poraries do notxperoeive the above.

The Tattwa Kowmadi,in one of its articles
on the subject, says that the word “Brahmo”
denotes a difference between' Brahmos and
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the very

We urge that the word ummn?m i

the Hindu character of Brahmoism and
that the distinction which our friends make
between Brahmos and Hindus vitally injures
the cause of Brahmoism since it unneeeasarﬂg
isolates Ershmohmbe&om ﬂBmdum ::4
creates ill-feeling tween Brahmos

Hindus whereas there is no netessity
for such isolation and the creation of such
. There are two kinds of Hindu-
istm, idolatrons Hinduwism and non-idola-
trous Hinduism. The latter is Brahmoism
which, as inculeated by those old Theists, the

- ancient Rishis, has recently received certain

- ticketted as Brahmos b

modifications at the hands of Ram Mohun

~ Roy and Debendra Nath Tagore. This is
el wiAtam gy 7fas) Stetg oz -

owing to its progressive character as Theism.
Thengride and the bridegrocm are required
to say before the Registrar that bhez o not
believe in Hinduism. They are!thereby made
to utter a falsehood since the very term
“Brahmo” signifies they are Hindus and there-
fore believe in non-idolatrous Hinduism.
Those, who do mot believe that Brahmoism,
in addition to its catholic character, is Hindu-
ism, should renounce the name of Brahmo.
Our contemporaries say that the word
“Hinduism” in the Act means “popular Hindu-
ism” but,according to the genius of the English
language, it evidently means all kinds of
Hinduwism,

Our contemporaries charge us with ha_vinﬁ
attempted to have the designation of the Bi
which was atfirst named “the Brahmo Marri-
age Bill,” changed. We were obliged to do so
both on catholic and national grounds. The
Theists of England and America do not come
under the designation of Brahmos. The
Brahmos of the Adi Brahmo Samaj maintain
that Brahmos form a component part of the
Hindu community and do mnot wish to be
having a different
marriage law made for them. They observe the
old marri ritual, bereft of its idolatrous
portions and accompanied by Brahmo prayers.

We are really sorry for our contem ies
and the members of the j which they
represent. By placing th ves under a
Government Act in matter of marriage, they
have subjected their vital interests to the
whim and caprice of a foreign government.
The permission for divorce which the Act
grants is revolting to the national idea and is
likely to slacken the marriage bond and
introduce immorality among Brahmos,
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BURDWAN, 26th Des, 1878,

My dear Rajnarayan Babu,

In reply to your kind letter of the 24th,
I beg to assurc you, that I shall be most
happy indeed, todeem it an honour to be
allowed,to join the meeting on the 9th January
next, in honour of the memory of Rajah
Rammohun Roy, at the house of our revered
Pradhan Acharjya.

I must however teli you beforchand that
it shall be impossible for me in the present
state of my hcalth to takc any very active
part in your proceedings on the occasion.

Trusting you have becn well,

I remain yours truly,

C. S. Den.

t—————

BURDWAN, 18th January 1879.

Sunrise.

My dear Rajnarain Babu.
Having had an attack of asthma, since

' the night bofore last, T am afraid 3t shall be

impossible for me to attend the mecting at
Babu Devendra Nath Thakur's tormorrow after-

noon. You must thercfore excuse me if T

fail to go down in time.

1 remain yours very truly.

C. 8. Dgs.
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the sentiments they cntertain on any public
moasure, there are circurnstances when silence
would be carrying this respectful fecling to
culpable excess. The present rulers of India,
coming from a distance of many thousand
miles to govern a people whose langnage,
literature, manners, customs, and ideas, are
almost entirely new and strange to them,
cannot easily become so intimately acquaint-
ed with their real circumstances as the natives
of the country are themselves. We should

' therefore be guilty ef a gross dereliction of

duty to ourselves and afford our rulers just
grounds of complaint at our apathy, did we

. omit on occasions of importance like the
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«TO HIS ‘EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT
HONORABLE

LORD AMHERST,GOVERNOR GENERAL
IN COUNCIL :

My Lor, ‘
Humbly reluctant as the natives of India
are to obtrude upow the notice of Government

(ATt |

present, to supply them with sueh aceurate
information as might enable thain to devise
and adopt measures calculated to be beneficial
to the country, and thus second by our local
knowledge and experience their declared
benevolent intentions for its improvement.

“The establishment of a new Sanserit
School in Caleutta evinces the laudablo desire
of Government to improve the natives of
India by edueation,~-a blessing for which they
must ever be grateful, and every well.wisher
of the human race must be desirous that the
cfforts, made to promote it, should be guided
by the most enlightened principles so that
the strecam of intelligence may flow in the
most uscinl channels. )

“When this seminary of learning was pro-
posed, we understoed that the Government
in England had ordered a considerable sum of
money to be annually devoted to the instruc-
tion of its Indian subjects. We were filled
with sanguine hopes that this sum would be
laid out in employing KEuropcan gentlemen
of talents and cducation to instruct the natives
of India in Mathematics, Natural Philosophy,
Chemistry, Anatomy, and other useful sciences
which the natives of Europe have carried to a
degroe of perfection that has vaised them
above the inhabitants of other parts of the
world.

“While we looked forward with pleasing
hepe to the dawn of knowledge, thus promised
to the rising gencration, our hearts were filled
with mingled feelings of delight and gratitude,
we alrendy offered up thanks to Providence
for inspiring the most generous and enlight-
ened pations of the West with the glorious



ambition of planting in Asia the arts and
aciences of Modern Europe,

#Woe find that the Government are estab-
lishing & Sanskritschool under Hindu Pundits
to impart suchknowledge as is already current
in India. This seminary (similar in character
to those which existed in Kurope before the
time of Lord Bacon, can only be expected to
load the minds of youth with grammatical
niceties and metaphysical distinctions of little
or 1o practical use to the possessors or to so-
ciety. The pupils will there acquire what
was known two thousand years ago with the
addition of vain and empty subtleties since
then produced by speculative men such as
is already commonly taught in all parts of
India. :

“The Sanscrit language so difficult that
alnost a life time is necessary for its acquisi-
tion is well known to have been for agesa
lamentable check to the diffusion of know-
ledge, and the learning concealed under this
almost fimpervious veil, is far from sufficient
to reward the labour of acquiring it. But if
it were thonght necessary to perpetuate this
language for the sake of the portion of vulu-
able information it contains, this might be
much more easily accomplished, by other
means than the establishment of a new Sans-
crit College, for there have been always and
are now humerous professors of Sanscrit in
the different parts of ,the country engaged in
teaching this language as well as the other
branches "of litetature which are to be tho
object of the new 'seminary. Therefore their
more diligent cultivation, if desirable, would
be effectually proomoted, by holding out
premiums and granting certain allowances
to their most eminent professors, who have
already undertaken on their own account to
teach them, and would by such rewards be
stimulated to still greater exertion..

From these considerations, as the sum set
apart for the instruction of the natives of
India was intended by the Government in
England for the improvement of its Indian
subjects, 1 beg leave to state, with due de-
ference to your Lordship’s exalted situation,
that if the plan now adopted be followed, it
will completely defeat the object proposed’
since ne improvement can be expected from
inducing youg men to consumsa dozen of
years of the most valuable period of their
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lives in acquiring the niceties of Baikarana
or Senskrit Grammar. - For instance, in learn-
ing to discuss such points as the following ;
Iy da, signifying to eat, kha'dati he ot she or
it eats; query, whether does kha'dati taken
as o whole conveys the meaning he, she or
it eats, or are separate parts of this meaning
conveyed by distinctivns of the word. Asif
in the English language it were asked how
much meaning is there in the eaf and how
much in the 8? And is the whole meaning
of the word conveyed by these two :portions
of it distinctly or by them taken jointly ?
Neither can much improvement arise from
such speculations as the following which are

© the themes suggested by the Vedanta ;—in

what manner is the the soul absorbed in the
Deity ¢ What relation docs it bear to the
Divine Essence 7 Nor will youths be fitted
to be bettcr, members of society by the Ve-
dantic doctrines which teach them to believe,
that all visible things have no real existence.
that as father, brother, &c. have no actual

entity they consequently deserve no real
§

affection, and therefore the sooner we escape

from them and leave the world the better.

Again, no essential benefit can be derived

bv the student of the Mimansn from know-

ing what it is that makes the killer of a goat
sinless by pronouncing certain passages of
the Vedanta and what is the real nature and
operative influence of passages of the Vedas,
&e. '

The student of the Naya Shastra cannot
be said to have improved his mind after he
has learned from it into bhow many ideal
classes the objects in the universe are divided
and what speculative relation, the soul bears
ta the body, the budy to the soul, the eye to
the ear, &c. ,
 In order to enable your Lordship to ap-
prociate the utility of encouraging such imagi-
nary learning as above characteriesd, I beg
your Lordship will be pleased to compare
the state of science and literature in Europe
before the time of Lord Bacon with the pro-
gress of knowledge made since he wrote.

{_If it had been intended to keep the British
nation in ignorance of real knowledge, the
Baconian philosophy would not have been
allowed to displace the system of the school-
men which was the best calculated to per-

petuate ignorance, In the same manner the
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Sanscrit ‘system of education would be the
best caloulated to keep this country in dark-
ness if such had been the policy of the Bri-
tish legislature, But as the improvement
of the native population is the object of the
QGevernment, it will consequently promote a
more liberal and enlightened system of in-
struction, embracing Mathematics, Natural
Philosophy, Chemistry. Anatomy, with other
useful seiences, which may be accomplished
with the sume proposed by employing a few
gentlemen of talents fand learning educated
in Europe and providing a College furnished
with necessary books, instruments, and other
apparatus.”

In representing this subject to your Lord-
ship I conceive myself discharging a solemn
duty which I owe to my countrymen and also
to that enlightened sovereign and legslature
which 'have extended their benevolent care

to this distant land, actuated by a desire to

improve the inhabitants, and therefore hum-
bly trust you will excuse the liberty I have
taken in thus expressing my sentiments ‘to
your Lordship.

I have the honor &c,

Ram Monux Rov. *
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