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pai my soul wanders ; T demand it back -

To meditate nrongst deeay, and stand

A ruin amidst ruing ; there to track

Fallen states and buried greatness, o’er a land

Which was miglitiest in its old command,

And is the loveliost, and rust ever be (—

The master-mould of naturc’s heavenly hand,

‘Wherein were cast the beroie and the free,

The beautiful, the brave, the lords of the earth

and sea
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SPROTIBHA—by Baruda Kants Sen Glupta,

Like the other two works noticed above (Bengali Mey
and Chira Shangini) this one is slso written  with ;. soply
PUrPOBE, In wtructure and  exceution,  howewer,:. itr;j
upmemely superior to the two preceding works, . -8
coitrve ‘of events in thix story is of ‘the most nitargl kix
and, dows not, like the tvo storigs examined ‘sboye, confiip
with any “custom, usage or practice’ ot Hindoo Societ:
Protibl is a model Hindoo Girl, gll sbove, a1l smplisit]
all obedicuoe and all” resignation. Shoe.is pottid

7

true dramatic akill. "As a child, ‘she is sweet and ghss




a8 & grown up girl, she is charming, noble and grand.
Her calm resignation under hor early misfortunes moves
ns fir more strougly and effectively against infant marriage
‘than all the rebellions movements, the theatrical laments
and hystirienl harangues of heroines like those of Chira
Shangini or Bengali Meye. Babu Barads Kanta Sen Gupta
has written a tale which 8 thoroughly Bengali, éxeept. in

‘su¢ partienlar, and that is why his tale bas been 8o charming
and impressive. The tale though short and unpretending -
will havea chastening and elevating influence on the mind.

We shall never forget Protibha for she is one of the swoe-

tost, Joveliest and noblest charactors in Bengali litarature,

Wo have not seen children’s love delineated any where

olso of Bengali litarature with such easc and grace and

fidelity to nature, as we do in Protibha. The only un-

Bengali part-of the story is the very last portion, in which

Protibha i4 represented as writing a letter to Gunendra,

desiving an-inferview with him. A Bengali widow of the

slavated type of Protiblia is a genuine Stoic, who will

hary for ever her fondest desires and remembrances with

commencement of her widowhood and £l up the - neasare

of her .moble svlf-sacrifice by calmly suppressing the most

anored fire that may be burning in her heart. The un-

Bongali turp given to the story in this part, is due to -the

author’'s English education and is indicative of a kind

of montal weakness, which in Kuropo in the present day

is misstyled “refinemont of. feeling.” Taken by itseld,

however, it is not a very bad turn and may be excused.

W therefore recommend Protibha to all our rewders and

espocially to the many Bongali novelists who write novels

with  a soocial purpese, Those novelists may. geét many

good ‘und useful hints by reading DProtibha with care and

aftention”,
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