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To -

H. H. LOCKE Eso.
PRINCIPAL OF THE GovT. SCHOOL OF ART.

Sir,

It is a source of mwuch pleasure and pride to me, your
pupil, to express publicly my gratitude for your kind-
ness and my admiration for your high talents. Feelings
of duc respect and regéird: prompt me to dedicate to you
this my little work—the first fruit of the valuable ins-
truction I have received under you. Permit me therefore,
with your usual kindﬁ‘e.s_s," to inscribe to you this little
book intended to reflect, though in a very small degree,
on the minds of my countrymen the lustre of the Artistic
works of our venerable Fore-fathers, which you cultivate
with so much zeal and pleasure.

Calcntin, l I remain,
61, Simlak Strect, Dear Sir,
31st January 1874. 5 Your most obedient pupil,

Syama Charana Srimani,



The Author has much satisfaction to publish,” by permis-
sion, the following lines from the worthy gentleman, to whom
this work is dedicated.

6, Loudon Street.
4th February 1874.

My dear Sham Babuy,

T accept the dedication of your book with very great
pleasure.

The suhject of it is one which demands for its proper
treatment opportunities for investigation and for technical
study which have not hitherto been easily attainable by your
countrymen, and the consequence is that while the paths of
Literature and Science are being perseveringly and worthily
trodden by scholarly Bengalis that of Art is almost wholly
neclected by them. I am not forgetting that there has been
a Biam Raz and «that there still is a much more able Art-critic
than Ram Raz, namely Babu Rajendralala Mittra,—these
exceptions serve to point the rule, which certainly has been
the neglect of the study of Art among educated Hindus.

A thorough and critical examination of Ancient and
Mediaval Hindu Art wowdd require a very much greater amount
of leisure than I know to be at your disposal as well as fuller
opportunities of study tharn to my knowledge you have had.
1t will not therefore be surprising (and I trust not discouraging
to you) if your book should be found to have any short-
comings which ampler time and deeper study might have



(2)

enabled you to avoid. Asitis written in Bengali T shall not
so easily be able to criticise it for you 'in this respect as I
might do were it in English; but the very fact that you have
attempted to engage the attention of those of your countrymen
to whom the vernacular is the only vehicle for knowledge, and
through their mother tongue to teach them somewhat (however
little it may be when compared with the entire field which
the subject covers) of the admirable Art of your fore-fathers
should to my mind secure for you the Very hearty commen-
dation of all who are interested in the spread of Art-knowledge
in India. ‘ '

That such may be the result of your little work is the
sincere wish of,

Yours very truly

H. H. LOCKE.

Babu Shamacharan Shrimani.
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