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he gave orders to the royal attendants, to appoint him to the duty of sentinel.
Agrecably to this command, the officers fixed him in that post.

‘ It was the custom of this man to stand every night, resting on one foot, with
his face directed towards the King’s upper apartments. It chanced one night,
that the King was pacing back and forwards on the terraced roof of the pa.
lace, and looking out on every side, he obscrved some one standing below, rest-
ing on one foot. When the King perceived this, he called out to know who
it was, and for what purpose he was standing on one foot. The Sentinel replied,
¢ that he was anxious to get a sight of the royal countenance, and that now, by
the assistance of his good fortune, having obtained it, he was overjoyed.” While
this conversation passed between the King and the Sentinel, a voice was heard
from the plain, as of a person saying, ‘1 am going! where Is the person who
is able to bring me back ?” The King, on hearing this, was extremcly sur-
prised, and enquired of the Sentinel whether he knew any thing of the cause
of this exclamation. The Sentinel replied, ¢ Great Prince ! for some time past,
at night-fall, I hear this exclamation, but owing to my duty of sentincl, 1
am unable to ascertain whose voice it is; but if your Majesty permit me, |
will go without delay, and having accurately ascertained the cause, will return
and explain the matter to your Majesty’s' attendants.’

 The moment the Sentinel obtained the King’s permission, he departed;
and the King, immediately after, having covered himself up in a black blanket,
followed the Sentinel.  When the Sentinel reached the place from whence the
voice proceeded, he found a beautiful woman standing in the road, crying out,
“ Lam going! who i§ able to bring me back ?” On hearing this, the Sentinel
inquired of the female who she was, and why she uttered these words. The

“woman replied, ¢ T am the visible form: of the King’s life, which being now

¥2p come

* It is usual, in Hindustan, when an inferior is addressing a great man, for him to speak oy if
he was directing his conversation to the great man’s attendants ; apparently, to mark his own in-
feriority and unworthiness to address himself personally to one so much his superior. In the samc

way, an inferier directs his letters to the “ Attendants” of the person for whose perusal they are
really designed.
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come to a close, I am about to de[)art." The Sentinel, on heuring this, said,
¢ How may you, who are the King’s life, be made to return?” The Shade re-
plied, <If you will offer up your son’s life, in exchange for that of the King, 1
will then certainly return, and the King having yet survived for some time, shall
not quickly die.’ ,This-_intelligcnce very much pleased the Sentinel when he
heard it, and he answered, ¢ If by giving my own life, and my son’s life, I way
})rescrvc the King, I will certainly give them ; but do you stay for an hour, that
I may go home to my house and fetch my son, to offer him up.’ On saying
this the Sentinel set off' for his own house, and explained the matter to his
cldest son.  As soon as the Sentinel’s son, who was a person of discriminaticn,
heard all, he replied: ¢ The King of Tabristan is an upright monarch, a
cherisher of his subjects, and one who alleviates the miserics and distresses of
his people ; if by my being offcred up he should be preserved, it would be a
most excellent thing, because by my death there can be no loss; but should any
evil befal the King, some worthless person may bocome our sovereign in his
place, through whose tyranny thousands upon theusands may perish, and the
country be ruined ; but by the King of Tabristan surviving, thousands upon
thousands of the people will experience happiness, and the country will flou-
rish in prosperity. Besides, I have heard from my tcacher, who one day
addressed his scholars to this effect : ¢ that if one of the attendants of a just
King should be put to death to preserve the monarch’s life, there would be no
.crime in the act” God grant that so good a sovercign may not perish, and
be succeeded by some unjust King. Take me, therefore, instautly into the
presence of the S‘hndé, and cut off my head.” The Sentitel then took his sou
before the Shade, and baving bound him hand and foot, and his son’s hcad
being bent down, he was ready to strike it off. The Shade, on secing this, in-
stantly seized hold of the Sentinel’s hand, and exclaimed, ‘Do net behead thy
child! God, who is the maker of all things, being highly satisfied with your
disinterestedness and worth, has with great compassion permitted me to return,
and exist for sixty centuries,” The Sentinel, on hearing these glad tidings, was

very much delighted. ‘
“The
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* The King having overheard all this conversation, which took place be-
tween the Sentinel and the Shade, and having beheld cvery thing, reached
home before the Sentinel, and began to pace up and down on the terrace as
before.

“ A short time having elapsed, the Sentinel presented himself before the
King, and having made his obeisance, invoked a blessing on his Majesty, say-
ing, ¢ May there be an increase of the King’s lifc and power, and of his empirn?
and army ! The King then enquired of the Sentinel, what he had ascertained
with regard to the sound.  The Sentinel replied, ¢ Great King! command that
it may be heard.! A lovely female, of exquisite symmetry, who had deserted
her abede, was scated in the middle of the road, and bewailing her misfortunes,
saying, ‘I am going! is there no one who will bring me back ?” When 1 got
to this female, I effected a reconciliation between her and her Lord, by meauns
of mild and conciliating language. This female has now agrecd not to quit
her dwelling place for sixty centuries.” The King being delighted with the noble
conduct and address of the Sentinel, said to him, ¢ Sentinel, the very moment
you left the vicinity of the palace I followed you, and from a distance overheard
the conversation that passed between you and the Shade, as well as that be-
tween you and your son, and 1 likewise beheld every thing which took place.
God will reward you, and T will implore from Him that I may remove your
poverty, and render you affluent.’

¢ Shortly after, the King having taken his seat on his throne, and being sur-
rounded by all the judges and nobles of the land, he in their presence installed
the Sentinel in theoffice of prime minister and treasurer, and confided to his
care all the keys belonging to his office.” '

The night was at an ¢nd, and the morning dawned, just as the Parrot finished
this story. On this account Khojesta was unable to go to her lover; aund as she
“had been awake the whole night, listening to the story of the Parrot, she retired

to rest upon a velvet couch.
THE
¢ Here, asin note 1, page 93, the Sentinel speaks as if he addressed himself to the attendants of
the King.
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THE THIRD STORY.

Of a Goldsmith and « Carpenter, who hid some Golden Images which they

had stolen.

. As soon as the sun had set and the moon arose, Khojesta, having aderncd
herself with many jewels, went into the presence of the Parrot, and requested
permission from him that she might go and visit her lover. The Parrot
answered her, saying, “ On the very first night even, I gave you permission,
why, therefore, have you made any delay ? Go quickly; butif he to whom vou
are going covered with all these jewels, should covet them, and forget the love
and csteem which he has for you, just as the Goldsmith who, through a desire
to possess some golden images, relinquished a friendship that had long sub-
sisted between him and the Carpenter, then what will you do?”

Khojesta, anxious to know the particulars of the story of the Goldsmith and
the Carpenter, requested the Parrot to detail all the circumstances.

The Parrot began his relation, by saying: “ In a certain city there was a
Goldsmith and a Carpenter, between whom there existed so great an affection.
that cvery one who saw them concluded they must be two brothers. It hap-
pened that the Goldsmith and Carpenter travelled together into a foreign coun-
try, and having arrived in a certain city, and being destitute of bills of exchange,
they determined that, as there was an idol-temple in the city, in which were
nmany golden images, it would be advisable to assume the garb of brahmans,
and then to repair to the temple to perform the various rites of adoration to
the divinities, so that, when an opportunity should offer, they might purlvin &
few images. .

¢ Having formed this contrivance, these two persons, having dressed them-
selves like brahmans, went into the temple, where they began to perform the
ritual of worship. The other-brahmans, seeing their extreme piety, became
ashamed, and a few of them ceased to attend the temple; and if any one asked
them why they had abandoned the place, they would reply, ¢ that two brahmans

who
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who had arrived, did pray and revercunce the gods in such a way, that they, not
being able to equal them, were ashamed, and consequently left the temple.

¢ In this way all the former brahmans gradually quitted the place, and the
Goldsmith and Carpeater, laying hold of the opportunity, took all the idols, and
departed for their own country. When they arrived near their native city, they
buried the images under 2 tree, and went to their own dwellings.

¢ One night the Goldsmith having gone alonc, ook all the images out of
the ground, and carried them to his own house; and going in the morning to
the Carpenter, he said : ¢ Oh, Carpenter, you have forgotten former friendship,
and have taken the whole of my share ; how long do you think you wili enjoy
such wealth " The Carpenter, on hearing this, was astonished, and immed:ately
understood that the Goldsmith had deceived him, and taken all the images.
In consequence, the Carpenter said to him: ¢ Ol, Goldsmith, what you have
done, that I comprchend; but you not having kept God in sight, have fixed
this false imputation upon me; however, thereis a God!  Saying this, he
began to think bow he might obtain redress: as it was evident to the Car-
peuter that nothing was to be gained by quarrelling with the Goldsmit’s, he
remained silent.

“ A few days after, the Carpenter carved a wooden image to resemble the
Goldsmith, and he dressed it likewise in cloaths similar to his. He then got
two little bear’s cubs, and was in the habit of putting the food of these cubs in
the skirts and sleeves of the image ; and out of these, wheu bungry, the young
bears would go and feed.

“ As soon as the Carpenter saw that the young bears had conceived a great
fondness for the image, he one day invited the Goldsmith and his wife, as well
as many of the neighbouring females. The Goldsmith’s wife brought her two
children with her. The Carpenter took the two children, and bid them ; and
having vroduced the bear’s cubs, screamed out, ¢ What a marvellous thing is
this I see, the Goldsmith’s children have suddenly become like bears ; this is a
most afflicting circumstance!” The Goldsmith, on hearing this exclamation,
went to the spot, and having looked, exclained, ¢ Never, Carpenter, has it

“2c¢ happencd
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happened that a human being has become a bear ; this is all a feint.” In short,
the Goldsmith- and Carpenter. having quarrelled, went before the Cazy, who
wn§ the judge of that placé. ‘The Cazy called on the Carpenter to explain how
it was 'ppssib_le that » human being could become. a bear. The Carpenter re-
plicd, that the two children were playing together, when all on a sudden
they fell on the ground, and were turned into bears. The Cazy asked him
how such a story could be credited without some proof. - The Carpenter an+
swered: < I have read in ancient books of one animal being transformed into
another, but still retaining its former understanding ; now, if these have be-
come bears, they will recognise the Goldsmith, and my assertion will be
verified ; and if they have not been transformed, they will not go necar him.’
The Cazy having agreed to abide by this mode of proof, ordered the enbs to be
brought. The Carpenter, in obedience to the order of the Judge, brought the
young bears, aud sct them loosc i the hall of justice, before all the people, of
* whom there were many present. The young bears, paying no attention to any
thing clse, but seeing the dress aud form of the Goldsmith the same as that of
the image, began to play and rub their heads against his feet. The Cazy seeing
this before his face, said to the Goldsmith, I am fully convinced that your
children have become bear’s cubs. Take them home. Why have you use-
lessly quarrelled with the Carpenter ?’
¢ The Goldsmith, secing there was no remedy, went to the house of the
Carpenter; and having prostrated himself at his feet, said: ¢ Because I did no
restore you your share, you have acted in this way; now do you, having
pardoned me, take your share, and restore me my children.” The Carpenter
replied : ¢ You have acted treacherously with me, ‘and have consequently been
guilty of a great offence, which you ought never to repeat ; but having turned
your thoughts away from it, there isa possibility that your children may quit
the form of bears, and take that they bad before.” The Carpenter then hinted
at his share of the gold; and having received it, he restored the two children to
the Goldsmith.” L
When the Parrot hiad finished this story, he enjoined Khojesta not to go
near
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near her lover coverced with her jewels; for, says the Parrot, “ if he, like these
two, should forget his affection, what then would you do?”  When Khojesta
licurd this, she toeok off her jewels, and was just ready to go to her lover, but

at this moment the morning began to dawn, and she deferred going that day.

THE FOURTH STORY.

Of a Young Nobleman, who formed an erroneous Opinion of the Conduct of a

certain Soldier’s Wife.

Wugn the sun bad set and the moon arose, Khojesta came into the presence
of the Parrot, and said : “ You scem little aware of what } suffer ; 1 am quite
restless thruu:gh love for the Prince; give me, therefore, permission to go to
wy lover to-night.”” The Parrot replicd: “1 am very much afflicted at your
distress; you pass whole nights in listening to stories; but why don’t you
rather go to your lover? Still I have this apprchension, that if in the midst of
this your Lord should come back, then you, not being able to visit your best
beloved, will feel extremely mortified ; just as the Nobleman’s son was made
by the Soldier’s wife: so will it be with you.,” Khojesta, on hearing this,
enquired the particulars respecting the Soldier’s wife and the Nobleman’s son.
The Parrot began his relation as follows, :

“ In a certain city there was a Soldier, who had a very handsome wife; bhut
the Soldier, fearful that she might go astray, never for a moment ccased to
watch her most carefally. “He for this reason would not leave his wife behind
him, and go abroad to scek a livelihood. Having in consequence become
miscrably poor, his wife one day addressed him to this cffect: ¢ Oh, my lord,
why do you not go abroad ; and why-is it that you have given up service ¥
Her husband answered : ¢ Lest, when I am gone for employment, you should
do what is improper; and through this idea I have not fixed you in any place,
that 1 might go and seek service.” His wife replied: ¢ It is not right to form
such an- opinion, because the virtuous woman is not to be fooled by any one;

while
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while she who is depraved cannot be guarded by all the caution of her hushand.
In proof of this listen to the following story.

¢ ¢ There was a Magician in a certain country, who, having transformed him-
self into an elcphant, used to carry his wife on his back, and roam about from
forest to forest ; yet, in spite of all this vigilance of her husband, she contrived
to form an intimacy with another man.” The Soldier enquired how the wo-
‘man had managed to do so. His wife began her narration thus: © A man,
seeing an elcphant with a canopy on its back, in the midst of a certain forest,
being very much afraid, climbed up a tree. All on a sudden the elephant
stopped under that very tree, and having taken ofl’ the canopy, went to graze.
The man secing that there wus a beautiful woman under the canopy, came
down from the tree, and the woman observing the man, came out from her
canopy ; and after an interchange of seutiments, they both reposed themselves
under the tree, and passed their time as was most agreable to themsclves.
Shortl); after this, the female took out a string covered with knots from a bag,
and put another knot upon it. 'When the man saw this, he asked her for what
purpose it was intended. The damsel replied: ¢ My master is u great ma-
gician, and by means of his art he changes himself into an elephant, and then
he puts me on his back, and roams about from forest to forest, to the end that
I may not converse with aﬁy other man ; yet, notwithstanding all his caution,
I have contrived to be intimate with a hnundred men; and by way of remem-
brance, 1 have tied a hundred knots upon this cord, and through your kind-
ness I have added another 3 and it has now, altogether, one hundred and one
knots.” When the Soldier’s wife had finished her story, the Soldier asked her
what she reccommended him to do. The wife replied : ¢ Hear, my husband !
this is my advice. Do you try to procure a service in a foreign country; and 1
will give you this nosegay, by which, as long as it remains fresh, you may know
that I have in no way fallen from virtue; but when it shall be withered, you
may then be sure that I have done something wrong.” The Soldier having
heard the advice given him by his wife, determined upon going abroad; and at

the moment of departure she gave him the nosegay, and dismissed him.
« Shortly -
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¢ Shortly after the Soldier, having arrived in a certain city, took service under
one of the nobles of the place. At the same time, he carefully preserved the
nosegay given him by his wife. It being the winter zeason, the young Noble-
man remarked te his companions, that at that scason there was not a fresh
flower to be seen in any garden, nor was it possible even for the most wealthy
to obtain onc ; it was therefore most astonishing from whence this poor Seldier
could obtain a fresh nosegay every day. His companions replied, that they too
were very much puzzled by the same thing.

“ The young Nobleman, in conse(iﬂencc, -enquired «of the Soldier from
whence and in what manner he ' got the nosegay. The Soldier told him™ how
his wife bad given it to him, and how she had informed him, tbat as long as it
remained fresh, he might be certain that she continued virtuous, but that when
he should find it faded, he might be sure that she had gone wrong ; and that
she, on saying this, had dismissed him. 7The young Nobleman, on hearing this,
began to laugh, and told the Soldier that his wife must be a sorceress, and that
by her charms she made the nosegay appear ever fresh.

““ There were two cooks in the service of the young Nobleman, who were
very clever and shrewd; to one of these he gave orders to go to. the Soldier’s
house, and by somc stratagem to get acquainted with his wife, and then to
return immediately and explain every thing, when it would be seen whether
the nosegay was fresh or faded. L N

¢ Agrecably to the orders of the Nobléhmn, the Cook set off for the Soldicr’s
city, where, on his arrival, he commissioned an old woman-to go to the Soldjer’s
house. ‘The old woman contrived some way or other to make known the
wishes of the Cook to the Soldier’s wife. She, after some ‘conversation with
the old woman, told her that she should first bring the man, that she might
sce whether he was a suitable pérsou or not. The old woman in consequence
conducted the Cook to the Soldier’s house.  The wife whispered in the Cook’s
~ear: Do you leave this housc instantly, and say to the old woman that you
do not like this woman, and that you cannot form any intimacy with such a
peréon; but you can come alone to my house ; because, when these go-betweens

*2»p are
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acquainted with these private affairs, they are sure to divulge ‘them, therefore
do not say a word to her on the subject.” - The Cook just did as he was directed.

““ There was in the Soldier’s house a dry well, over ‘which his wifc placed a
bed made of old rope, und covered the whole with u sheet, and had every thing
ready before the Cook made Lis appearance. On the arrival of the Cook, the
Soldier’s wife made him a sign to sit down on the bed ; but the instant hc
attempted to sit on it, he fell into the well, and began to roar out. The Soldier’s
wife then interrogated him as to who he was, and from whence he came. The
Cook, sceing there was no help for it, rclated every thing regarding the Soldier
and the young Nobleman ; and being thus overtaken by misfortunc, was unable
to return home. - The young-Nobleman, surprised at the delay, dispatched the
other Cook, giving him much money, and fitting him out like a merchant.
When this Cook reached the Soldier’s city, he fell, like the former one, into
the well, where they both remained.

“The young Nobleman having reflected that not one of the two individuals
whom he had sent had returned, was quite unable to conceive the cause of it
he thercfore determined in his vwn mind to go bimsclf.  As soon as he had
made up his mind to do so, he ouc.du_v, under the pretence of going a hunting,
left his house, and taking the Soldier with him, he reached the native country
of the latter. The Soldier immediately went to his own house, and laid his nose-
gay béfore his wife, and related to her every thing that had taken place ; and
shie, in return, informed her husband of every thing.

“ The next day the Soldier invited the Nobleman to his house, and shewed him
all the rites of ‘hospitality. The wife took the two Cooks out.of the well, and

“tlirected them to dress themselves like women ; and that, as she had some
gucsts, they should wait upon them, and serve up the dishes, and that after-
“wards she would set then at liberty.

“The two Cooks dressed themsclves like women, and earried in the dinner;
“but owing to their vaing“*rmbainod in the well, and through bad food, all the
hair of their heads and beards had fallen off : on'this account the young Noble-
man at first was not able to rccognize them, and he asked the Soldier why

he
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he had shaved their heads 2 The Soldier said that he should explain, presently,
the offence they had committed. The young Nobleman, on looking aut them
more attentively, discovered that they were his Cooks ;- and they likewise wept
bitterly, and fell at his feet, _
¢ At that very moment the Soldier’s wife called out from her apartments:
‘ When you saw a noscgay in my husband’s hand you laughed, and sent these
two persons to try the rectitude of my conduct; you now know by your own
cyes what kind of a woman I am.” The young Nobleman, heing very much
ashamed, hesought forgiveness.” ‘
The Parrot having finished the story of the Soldier’s wife, told Khojesta to go
at once to her lover, otherwise she would feel ashamed, in the same way as the
' young Noblemau was made by the Soldier’s wife. Just as Khojesta was on the

point of setting off, the cock crew, and the morning broke, which prevented
Khgjesta from going that day.

THE FIFTH STORY.

Of « Goldsmith, a Carpenter, a Tuilor, and a Dilgrim, who guarrelled about a

Wooden Image.

WugN the sun sank in the west and the maoon shone forth in the cast, Kho-
jesta, having gone to the Parrot, requésted permission ‘Lo pay a visit to her
lover. TheParrotanswered : < Oh, my mistress ! I nightly give you permission,
why do you make delay ?  1fcel apprehensive through this, lest your Laord should
return in the interval, and that you and he should have a quarrel,. as, fruitless
as that which took place between the Goldsmith, the Carpenter, the Thailor, and
the Pilgrim.” Khojesta, on hearing this, asked what was the cause of the.quarrel
between those four persons? - o et
..The Parrot rcplicd.: ‘“ Once.on a time, a Goldsmith, ¥ Carpenter, a Tailor,
s a Pilgrim journied together into a foreign country ; aud having one night
~reached an extensive plain, they thus communed with themsclves: €It js not

safe
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safe that we should all go to sleep at once: let ms therctore watch by turns,
during the four watches of the night.” Such was the determination of these four
individuals.
© ““The Cnfpcnter took the first watch, and, by way of keeping off sleep, took
out his adz, and emj)loyccl himself in forming the figure of a woman out of u
block of wood which bubponed to be there, The Goldsmith having taken his
station the sccond watch, pereeived the image, and guessed that it had been cut
out by the Carpenter, who had thus sbowt{ his skill : but it struck llfm; that with-
out ornaments- it would not look handsome; he therefore thought he would
make some for its neck, liands, and feet, and bedeck it with them. The Gold-
smith having formed a resolution to this effect, made some beautiful ornaments,
and put them on the image. When the third watch had come, the Tailor being
roused from sleep, and beginning to perfdrm his watch, he saw there the wooden
figure of a female, and adorned with jewels; but standing naked, the Tailor in
consequence sewed some gurménts, beautiful as those for a bride, and dressed
the image with them, when it had a most lovely appearance. At the fourth
watch, the Pilgrim having awakened from sleep, and taken his tour of duty,
beheld this most fascinating figure.. Immediately having purified his hands and
fect by ablution, he implored of God that he would bestow life on the wooden
image. - That instant God bestowed life on 1t. The wmoment it obtained hfo, it
began to talk like a human being.

“ When the mght began to declinc and the sun appearcd those four persons
arosc frum sleep, and all became enamoured with the figure, nay, frantick.
First, the Carpenter asserted that baving shaped the wood and given it a form,
he, was couscqucnt‘y cnmled to her. The Goldsmith affirmed, that by his
jewels sh" had been made as beautiful as a bride ; while the Tailor contendul
that as he had made the clathes which covered her nudu,y, and had thereby
prescrved her from shnmr, he ought on that account to possess her. Lo this
it was answered by the legnm, that she was but a wuoden image till, by his
intercession, she had obtamcd hfc, and become a human being; and that he

would conscquwtly take po,saessxon of her,
“ Thus
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« Thus were these four persons contending with one another, when suddenly
a stranger arrived at that place. On this they all hegan to ask him to whom she
belonged of right 2 The stranger replied : ¢ This is my wife, whom you, having
seduced from my house, have brought here.” He in consequence took the four,
together with the female, before the magistrate.  The magistrate, on looking at
hLer, declared that she was his own brother’s wife, whom his brother took abroad
with him, but that they bad killed his brother and taken his wife, The magis-
trate, in consequence, took them all prisoners, and carried them hefore the Cazy.
The moment the Judge beheld her, he said: ¢ From whence have you brought
Lier ? for this woman was for a long time my slave ; but, having robbed my house
of much propcﬂy and ready mouey, she ran away. Now I have recovered her s
hut the goods and ready money, where are they? This instant produce them.

“ In this manner there was a most fierce dispute on all sides ; and many people
collected around to enjoy the sport.  Among tbese an old man cried out, ¢ This
dispute can be settled by none of you; but in a certain place there is an old
and very large tree; and when it happens that a cause cannot be determined
by human decision, it is usual to repair into the presence of that tree, when
these words, € it is true,” or ¢ it is false,” issue from it.”

“ On hearing this, these seven persons, having taken the maiden with them,
went to the tree, and stated the case. The tree split asunder of itself, and the
damsel stepped nimbly into the middle of it, when the tree immediately re-
united as it was before, and the jewels and cloaths of the female's persou re-
mained outside. The tree then announced that cach had obtained what belonged
to him.” _

The Parrot baving finished this, addressed Khojesta, saying: ¢ My dear
mistress! I fear lest your lord should return and then confine you, in which
cuse you will fall into disgrace'with ybux‘ lover. Therefore, arise quickly, and
go to 'him.” Just as Khojesta was on the point of setting off, the morning
dawned, and the cock began to crow, and, in consequence, she deferred going.

2x THE
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THE SIXTH STORY.
Of a certain Fakir, who fell in love with the Daughler of the King of Canouge.

WHEeN the sun had sunk in the west, and the moon arose in the cast, Kho-
Jesta, being adorned with many ornaments, went into the pr._esenc»c of the
Parrot, and said to him : “ I nightly come to yqu, and give you the troubl,é of
telling me ximusing storics, and you likewise -arc prevented from going to
sleep ; I therefore feel very much distressed, and, indeed, the  praisc of your
kindness exceeds, descri pti(m.”

The Parrot replicd: “ I am your devoted servant, and yet cannot find an
opportunity to make myself useful to you. There was a king named Ray
Rayan, whose lﬁstm"y you most probably have heard : just in that way T will
very speedily effect a union between you and your best beloved.” Khojesta
cnquircd.wh.at were the c‘ir'cumstanccsi of Ruy Rayaun’s hisgpry.

The Parrot said: « The King of Cnnougé had a most beautiful and lovely
daughter. A certain Fakir, beholding the beauty of the damsel, became
enamoured with hci‘, and was even like one frantick for her.  'When he became

a little more composed in mind, "he bethought himsélf to this effect: < I am
but a Fakir, and she.is the King’s daughter. I am in no’ way her cqual ; it
i5 a very foolish thing that 1 should pretend to miarry the duughter of a king.’
Then again he reflected, that love, whether of a king or a beggar, was just
the same, and that - by making his case known to the King, he should un-
doubtedly obtain the Princess. The Falur “having scttled all this in his own
mind, a few days after scnt a message to the King, demanding his daughter.

- The King, on hearing 'tbe fcquest, got very at;gl"y, and gave orders-to his
Miuister to ‘punish _ the Fakir 'T;he Minister ro'presented that_it, was not a
royal duty to gnc pain to a holy man ; but that if hxs Majesty should order it,
he would contr ive some’ way of removmg him from the city The King ap-

proved of thc Mi uuster 8 suggeetwn, and dwred h1m 1o put it in practice.
“ The
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¢« The Minister then summoned the Fakir into his presence, and told him,
that if he would bring an elephant’s load of gold coin into the royal assembly,
he should theén obtain the Princess. The Fakir, being very anxious about the
business, never failed to ask whoever he met. for some way of attaining his
wishes. Some one seeing him vefy much distressed, said to him: ¢ Oh, Fakir !
your desire will never, be fulfilled by any other person than by Ray Rayan,
who is a most generouvs'ma-n; by merely asking him, you will obtain the
clephant’s Joad of g-o]d coin.’ - The Fakir having heard this, after making en-
quiry, reached the presence of Ray Rayan, and having represented bis situa-
tion, begged for an clephant’s load of gold coin. Ray Rayan that instant
complicd with bhis wishes. The Fakir immediately took the loaded ck-phaﬁt
before the King, who turned to his Minister and said : ¢ No good has resultetl
from your device, for he has brought the elephant’s load of gold. Now, what
is to be done ?’ - The Minister hearing this, replied: I am well aware " from
whenee he has got $2> much wealth; he rr;ust have heen given it by Ray
Rayan 3 for, except himsclf,v there is no other mortal who would make such a
gift. 1t is now neccssary, therefore, to try some other expedient.” He then
addressed the ﬁakir, and said: ¢ You cannot possibly obtain the King's
daughter for a load of gold coin.’ The Fakir then asked him, what more
he wished for: he had but to .mention it, aud he would bring it. The
Minister replied, that if he would bring Ray Rayan’s heud, he should un-
doubtedly obtain the Princess.

¢ The Fakir returned into the presence of Ray Rayan, and told him that
the King wanted his head, which, if he would give, he should then obtain the
Princess.  When Ray Rayah heard this request, he said to the Fakir, ¢ Keep up
your spirits ; and as to iy head, be under no uncasiness about it 3 for I have put
it in my hands, and whosoever wishes for it, to him will I'give it. My advice
thercfore is, that you bind my neck with a rope, and take me into that King’s
presence, and say to him: ¢ The person about whosc head you spoké,‘ him 1
have brought to you: in your presence I will cut off his head’ On hearing
this, if he should consent to it; that instant strike off my head from my body ;

but
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but if he should desire any other thing whatdeever, that having made ready, 1
will give it to him.’

“ The Fakir, having in that way bound a rope round Ray Rayan’s neck, took
him before the King, and eaid : ¢ The person for whese head you expressed a
wish, him 1 have brouglit in person. | Speak but the word, and I will strike oft
his head before you,” When the King beheld the greatness of soul of Ray
Rayan, he threw himsclf at his feet, and said : “Iu humanity, and in heroick
feeling, there is no mortal greater than thyself in the whole earth. . How is it
possible that I should take your head ? My daughter is your purchased slave,
give her to wbom vou list.”  Ou saying this the King sent for his daughier:
and gave her over into the band of Ray Rayan.” ' '

The Parrot having finished this story, said: ¢ Oh, my dcar mistress! if, by
wy head even I should be of service to you, I awould even give that, and feel no
regret at its loss.  Go, quickly, to your best beloved.” ‘

When Khojesta, who was anxious to go, got up for that purpose, the morning

had dawned, and on this account she was prevented from going that day.

THU SEVENTH STORY.
| (f a Merchant who tost his Davglter.

WugN the sun set and the moon arose, Khojesta, being very pencive, went
and sat down by the Parrot. The Parrot said to her: * My dear mistress,
why ave vou so thoughtful to-night?”  Khojesta nuswcred.: “ It occurred to
my mind last night, is my beloved sensible or foolish, learned or illiterate? [
will endeavour to find this ont ; for if he is foolish, I will not live with himj
as it is death to dwell with a fool or bleckhead.” - The Parrot recommended
her ta go to her fover’s. abode, and try his judgmeut by telling him the story
of the Merchant’s daughter ; when, if he should makéa suitable reply, she
might then be certain that he was. really élevcr_. Khojesta then enguired the
particulars of the story of the Merchant’s daughter.

' The
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The Parrot, on hearing her question, began thus: < There lived in the king-
dotn of Cabool a wealthy Merchant, who had a beautiful daughter, named
Johera. All the wealthy men 'of the city werc desirous of marrying the
maiden ; but she'declined making choice of any of them, declaring to her father,
that she would only marry some Wox‘thy and well-informed person.  Thix de-
termination became known every where.

“ In a certain city therc were three young men, who were profoundly skilled
in the sciences, and having heard this report, repaired to the city of Cabool,
and said to the father: ¢ We have heard that your daughter wishes to have a
well-informed busband: now we three have in consequence come here: do
you make trial of our attainments, One is deeply versed in the science of
astrology : he can reveal the very spot where any thing is deposited which has
been losty, and by whom it has been taken. The second is so skilful in me-
chanicks, that he can make a horse out of wood, upon which whoever mounts,
can go with the rapidity of the wind wherever he wishes. The third is very
expert in archery: at whomsoever he shoots an arrow, he pierces his body
through and through, and there does not remain a mark of the size of half
a mustard-seed. I have now made known to you our qualifications ; let your
daughter make choice of whom she likes best among us.’

¢ The Merchant, on hearing this accouut of the accomplishments of thesc
three persons, made it known to his daughter, who replied: ¢ I will consider
the matter in my mind, and will give them my answer to-morrow.” Still she
had fixed in her own mind to make choice of one of them. But when the
damsel went to sleep at night, u'fairy came and carried her off, and placed her
on a high mountain, ' ‘ |

“ In the morning the Merchant sought for his daughter, but not finding her
any where, he addressed himself to the .astrologér to learn where she was.
The Astrologer, having‘ meditated for a short time, said: ¢ Your daughter bas
heen carried away by a fairy, who has placed her on an exceedingly high
mountain, which is inaccessible to man,’ The Merchant then having got the
Mechanician to make a horse, and having mounted the Archer upon it, he sent

2r ' him
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him to the mountan. 1ne Arcner peing mounted on the hofse; arrived with
the velocity of the wind ou the' mountain, and having killed the fairy with an
arrow, he conducted the damsel to he”r'ﬁtgcr'g house ; and li?x'ewisc told the
father, that he must have the damsel. ‘The Astrologer contended that he was
entitled to her, as he had ascertained the spot where she was ; while the Me-
“chanician asserted that he ought to possess her, ms it was by mounting the
horse made by him that the Archer had reached the mountain. In this manner
a violent contest arose among these four persons.” '

The Parrot having finished the story, said :  Now ask your lover which of
the three persons was best entitled to' the damscl. If he gives you the right
answer, then you may be certain that he is a man of sense.”

 When Khojesta heard this, she said : “ Oh, Parrot! do you tell me first who
should possess her,”  The Parrot answered, ¢ That the person who killed the
fairy with an arvow should gain her.” Khojesta asked, “ Why should the per-
son who made the calculation not possess her, or he who made the horse ?”

“The Parrot answered, “ That these two persous had merely displayed their
skill ; but that the Archer, despising déath, went to a place full of danger, and
after suffering much hardship, killed the fairy, and brought back the maiden :
on this account he should obtain her.”

The “Parrot- having finished the story, told Khojesta to go to her lover; but
just as she got up to depart, the cock crew, and the morning dawned, and on
this uccqunt'Khojestu did not go that day.

THE EIGHTH STORY.
of aAI'rinoe of Babylon, who became Enaﬁaured with ccrtaiﬁ Damsel,

Waen the sun had departed for the west, and the moon shone forth in the east,
thjasta_' drew near the Parrot and said : “ Oh, Parrot! fam about to go into
the presence of my best beloved, to try his understanding, whether he is truly

‘ imel!igent ornot. 1If he is really clever, I shall then conceive an affection for

him>
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hilln, otherwise 1 shall bear with the affliction of my heart, and remain quict.
Because the-wise have said, ¢ That it is not proper to put-trust in the affection
of these three, uamely, women, children, and foolish people.’”” The Parrot,
on hcarmg this, replied : ¢ O, mistress, your remark is just ; but it is proper
that you should go to-night to your lover and tell him some tale, aud then ask
him for an answer ; if he should give such an answer -as you wish, you may
then believe him to be wise.””  To this Khojesta replied, ““ Tell me what stor y
1 should ask him about?” The Parrot began as follows.

¢ The son of the hmg of Babylon one day having entered a temple, saw a
most_lovely female, with a face resplendent as the full moon, having raven-
coloured locks, an éyc like a deer, lips red as the Bimba fruit, a slender waist
and a motion graccful as a swan ; and becoming enamoured with her, he placed
his head at the fect of the divinity of the place, and after pruise'-‘a_nd adoration
thus addressed him : ¢ Oh, mighty Lord! if you will marry me to this damsei,
I will make my head an offering in your presence.”  He afterwards sent to the
father of the damsel by the means of an agent, saying that he was . desirous of
marrying his daughter. The person employed represented this to the father,
who gave his consent, and married his daughter to the Px;ince, according to
the custom of his caste, and in conformity to the ordinances. The Prinee
afterwards, accompanicd by his bride, returned to his palace, where they dwelt
together.  Some days afterwards the maiden’s father sent a message, inviting
his daughter and his son-in-law to his house. The Prince, when he had re-
ceived the invitation, being accompanied by his wife, and taking a Br;thml
who was one of his companions along with him, went to his faihcr-in-law’é
house. When he arrived near the temple of the bivinity, it occurred to the
Prince that he'had promised the God; that if he would_,be'sﬁéw the damsel Bpon
“him, ‘he would then give his head as an offering : now having'got the dém-
s¢l, it was but right that he should keep his promise. - The Prince having
thus resoi\ ed, -entercd the temple by himself, and having cut off his own head
placed it.at the feet of the God, Afterwards the Brahman, who was his com-
panion, .n entering the temple and 5eéii§g._his head cut off, became very much

terrified,
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terrified, fearing that it would be said T have killed the Prince, through desire
of possessing the Princess; it is better, thereforc, that 1 cut-off my head.
Having thus determined, he cut off his head, and fell at the feet of the Divi-
nity of the place. Shortly after, ‘the damsel being surprised at the delay in
her husband’s coming out, went into the temple, when secing her husband
and the Brahman’s head cut off, she was confounded, and exclaimed :
¢ What a calamity has befallen me in the way, that _Asuch a fate should have
overtaken my Lord. There is now no farther utility in life, I will cut ofl my
own head, and will be burned with him.” On saying this she was about to cut
off her head, when on the ihstant.thcsc words issued from the God: ¢ Ob,
damsel! cut not off your head, but take up the severed heads of these, and
quickly fix them on their bodies, and they shall again live” When the damsel
heard these words, she being in a great state of agitation, joined her husband’s
head to the body of the Brahman, and the Brahman’s head. to her husband’s
body. The moment they were joined, they both regained life, ;:x:(l stood
before the damsél. Shortly after a fierce dispute arose between' the body
of the King’s son and the head of the Brahman. The head says: ¢ She is my

3

wife, and I will have her :* and the body says: ¢ She is mine, and ')l take

her.””

When the Parrot had related this story to Khojesta, he said: ¢ Now,
xﬁistress', if you desire to judge of the ability of your lover, tell him this story,
and ask him who should possess the damsel ; if he is clever, he will be abie to
answer you correctly, otherwise he will not give a proper reply.” Khojesta
said:  But do you first tell me who should obtain the damsel.” The Parrot
replied : * Then hcaf-, oh mistress ! the head is the seat of intellect and- the

sovereign

* This is an oversight, and it should . be, “ between the head and body of lthe King’s son ;»
because it is not oniy rcquu‘ed by the sensc, but is clcar!y mtcnded by the wntcr, as is shewn in
this passage, w}uch occurs shortly after : « The hcml is the seat of mtellect and the boverengn of
the body ; therefore on whatever body was the head of the Prince of Babylon, that body was
entitled to the damsel” The same mistake occurs in the Persian T4 Némah, and in the Hin-
doostanny Tota Kaként, |
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sovereign of the body ; therefore, on whatever body was the hiead of the Priuce
of Baby]bn, that body was entitled to the damsel.”

When Khojesta Lcard this story, she was prepared. to go to her lover, but
the morning broke, and the cock began to crow ; on this account her departure

for that day was deferred.

THE NINTH STORY.
Of a King, who did not accej:t a Merchant’s Daughter.

Waen the sun was sct’ and the moon arose, Khojesta, bheing very mucli
ashamed, went to the Parrot, and said : ¢ Oh, Parrot ! listen to the state of my
mind ; the wise have said, ¢ That the woman who has no shame is worse ‘thaiu
all other women;' 1 will thercfore not go near a strange man, but wait
with patience at home, because this is a shamelcss transdction.”” The Parrot
replied : ¢ Oh, mistress! whatever you say is undoubtedly true; but I am
afraid, lest that if you suffer with patience, ‘you will be distressed and afflicted
like the King.” Khojesta, on hearing this, enquired the cause of the King's
distress. ' '

The Parrot replied : “ In a certain city there was a Merchant, who possessed
much money, goods, horses, and clephants, and who had likewise a beautiful
daughter. The report of her beauty spread from country to country, and all
the respectable people of the place, through desire of marrying the maid, went

to the father’s house, and used. every entreaty, ‘but the Merchant would not
glve his consent. When the damsel became marriagable, the Merchant
addressed a letter to the King of the country, saying: ¢ My daughter is ex-
tn,mely beautiful, having a facc loi'ely asthe full moon, an cye like a deer,
Jetty locks, and a walk majestick as an elephant The feathcbéd race are over-
powered and fascinated on heamig the nectar of her words The maiden 'is
_every way worthy of becommg a queen. If your Magesty should kmdly accept

of “her, then ILam exalted in nature, and a common man is ennobled 2
“2¢ ¢« When
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 When the King had perused this letter, and listened to the messenger, he
became very much pleased, and reflected in his own mind, that when the des-
tiny of any person was fuvou'rublc,' every desirable thing then came of its own
accord to him. After this ideh, he directed four of his confidential Ministers to
go to the Merchant’s house, and see if his daugliter was ‘a suitable person ; and
if so, imh«.edlatcly to conduot/bér to him. In consequence, the Ministers hav-
ing gone to the Merchant’s house, and having ‘strictly cxamined her beauty,
became confounded  in intellect. . Shortly after, having recovered themselves,
they thus debated together: ¢ If the King should behold so beautiful a wo-
man he would lose his scnses, and never quit her day and night, ‘nor apply
himsclfto the affairs of the empire, and consequently all public business would
be ruined.” The Ministers having thus reflected, came back to the King’s
presence, and represented: ¢ Oh, great King! thc damsel is not so very
beautiful ; there arc many .women as handsome as her in the royal palace; for
- this reason we bave not brought her.” The King having heard their answer,
roplied: ¢ If the matter is as you say, in that case 1 have no desire for the
maiden.” - ‘ ,

S The Merchant becoming very hmch distressed at the .King not having
made choice of his daughter, gave her in marriage to the Superintendent of
the police of the ecity. But the maid thought in her own mind, that it was
very extraordinary, that though she was so very beautiful the King had not
accepted of her, | ‘

‘It happened some time after this, that he was taking a tour towards
the house of the Suf)erhxtendem of police, and that the damsel, having dis-
played all her beauty, was scated on the top -of the house. The‘Ki'ng, fas-
cinated, eaquired from the neighbours who she was. They informed him that
<he was the daughter of such a Merchant, and had been e'spouséd hy the
Superintendent of police. . The King, on hearing this intelligence, summoned
his M@ms,and told them that they had committed a great offence, h; falsely
representing 0 beautiful 8 girl to be ugly. - The Ministers pleaded, that on
beholding the extreme beauty of the maid, they had apprchended that on

' ' taking
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taking her to his Majesty he would abandon his royal dutics, and lose his
senses; and on that account they had represented the matter falsely. The
King accepted . their excuse, and said: ¢ You have so far done well; but I,
having secn the damsel, cannot contain myself.” His courtiers represented to
him, that he should first demand her from the Superintendent of police, and
that if _he would not surrender her, then his Majesty should take her by force.
The King replied: ¢ I am the King ; such an actas this would be highly im-
proper, because it is unjust and oppressive : ‘neither is it the duty of a monarch
to afflict his subjects.’

¢ After this the King’s thoughts were continually fixed upon the damsel, and
in the course of a short time, falling very ill, he suffered uncommon distn'css;
and died.”

The Parrot having finished this story, said to Khojesta: * Oh, my niistress!
it is not, my recommendation that you should depend upon patience, but that
you shiould arise and go to your best beloved ;- for if you, like the King, should
not have an interview with him, you too will be afflicted by sickness.” On this
Khojesta was ready to set out, when the cock began to crow, and the 'morning
dawned, and on this account she was unable to go that day.

THE TENTH STORY.
Of a Merchant and a Barher, who beat some Brahmans with a Staff.

WaeN the ‘sun had 'set, and thé moon with all the starry host ai'osc, Khojeéta
being dressed in cloths of satin brocaded with gold, and ornamented with
jewels, went to the Parrot to get-his permission, and said: ¢ Oh, Parrot! 1
wish this xmdmght to go to my best beloved, tell me, therefore, ‘whatever story
remains.’”’ On heqrmg this, the Parrot began as follows.

¢ In a certain city there dwelt a.wealthy Merchant; but he was chﬂdle&
and on thie account he considered in his own mitid : ¢ I have ox coming into
this world collected much, wealth together, but 1 have no offspring, and on

ny
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my death some other will enjoy these riches ; it is ‘then belm to give all this
pxopcrty to the. whgnous mendicant, the poor man, and the w:do“; " Th(
Merchant having conudexed this in his own mind, dhtnbuf(d all his wculth
in dm.nty ; and. nt night, on gomg’ to slcep he had adrcmn, in whldn a p(‘rs(m'
said to him : ¢ Oh, vsealthv man ! Inm your destiny s you have this day be-
nmned all your property upon the poor, how will you be ablc w support )om

worldly expenses ? T]ns consxdcratlon las not made 3ou reserve any thing ;
on this account I have come for the purpo‘:e of giving you advice. To-morrow
I will assume the form of a brahman, and w hen 1 shall appear before you, at
that instant do you break my head mth 3 =taﬂ' 1 shall through that bemmq—
fall on the ground, apd on dying my body will turn to gold. Do you then

cut up.my bbdy-and take the gold, which will be in quuntity equal to my size.’
“ The next day, when the Mérchant’s destiny, which had assumed the form
uf a bx;ahm%m arrived, the Barber was shaving the Merchant. The Merchant
ithediatolv got up and struck the brahman a few blows on the head, when he
dropt down dead, and was turm)d into gold As the Barber had seen tlns, the
Merchant gave him a few pieces of goid and told him to tell no one. The
Barbel condudul in lns own mind, that brahmans might be converted into
gold by btenkmg thelr heads The Barber havmq taken up this ulea, on re-
turning home mv:ted several brabmam, and conducted .them to his house,
wherc he belabourc«l them with 8 staff s0 that theu: lmads were pounded : to
pleces, and blood began to fall in streams. T hey t00, on bemg beaten, roared
out; and many people on hearing them bung collected together, carried the
Barber before the Judge of the *pla.co. - The Judge inter rogated the Barber as
to the reason why he“had beatcn the brahmans The Barber pleaded that be
ha(] gone to the Merch:mts housc, ‘when a brahmnu nmdc his appcaranco,
and that the Merchant gme the brahman a fcw blows wnh a staﬁ', by wlnch
the brahmsn was lulled nnd his. body turncd mto gold ’X‘hat havmx; seen
this lumse]f he concewed that if he were to. gwc some brahmans a sound
drubbmg wuh a staff, he should then gct plenty of gold !n conscqucnce of
tlus he had beaten the brahmans ; but that mstead of any one of them turn-
ing
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ing to gold, the only result was a great uproar. When the Judge heard this
from the Barber he éum‘mor.:cd'the Merchant ihto bis presence, and asked
hll‘l\ what story was this which the Barber told. The Merchant answered,
that the Bm ber had been his qervant, “but that for some time puqt he bad been
(razy " The Judge, trustmg to the Merchant’s smtement, ‘commanded the
Barber to be driven away.”

The Parrot baving finished this story, smd to Khojesta: Oh, mistress ! do
you go to your lover.” On this Khojesta rose up to depart, but ;ust at that mo-
ment the cuck erew, and the morning dawned, and on this account Khmesta'
was unable to go that day.

The End of the Stories taken from the Tales of a Parrot.

FOUR STORIES
THE COLLECTION
ENTITLED THE

STORIES OF THE THIRTY-TWO IMAGES OF VICRAMADITYA.

THE STORY OF THE »mmzm IMAGE.

Acar, on another: day, King Bhoj apploached the T hrone for the pur pose
of bemg mstallcd '3 that. 1ﬁ=tant the Elghtccnth Image addressed the King,
qaymg “ Hear, oh ,ng Bhoj ! he aione who possesses greamcas sumlar to -
I&ing Vlcr'uuédxt)a, may ascend this throne.” King Bhoj replied: “ Ob,
Im.xgu' of what nature was the greamew of King Vicram4ditya ?”

The Image madc answer : ¢ Hcm', oh ng th;' in the reign of Vicra-
-mﬁdxtya there was a wealthy Mcrchaut, named Bhadm Sen The Merchant

*2n. having
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having accumnlated great riches, his son Purandar, on his father's death, began
to squander the property, ‘and quickly dissipated the whole of it : he paid no
attention to the remonstrances of his neighbours. ,

¢ A learned Brabhman, who was a friend of the father of Purandar, having
called one day on Purandar, said to him : ¢ Oh, son of ‘my deccased friend !
that wealth which is acquired after many toils, and never steadfastly abides by
any one, that wealth you are remorselessly squandering away. The greatness
‘of a man ‘consists in the permanence of his wealth. This wealth has been
allegorised in the sacred books as Fortune ; and Pishnu having been made the
husband of Fortuue, is représented as the lord of the three worlds.  Fortune
is described to have sprung from the Ocean, which has thus been called Rat-
adkar, or the mine of gems; from Fortune, Candarpa, god of love, was born ;
hence it is that Candarpa lords it over even Brahmd, and the other gods,
Believe, therefore, that whatever greatness and glory is possessed by man, all
is derived from Fortune. Hence it is that I say, that that wealth which is
Fortune, should not be wasted.” To this specch of the Brahman, Purandar
replied : ¢ Oh ‘Brahman, listen! wealth certainly will exist: even without
excrtion it is found, just in the manner as the milk is in the cocoanut; and
it will depart, for no one can say with certainty when any thing goes, nor
how it goes; just as the kernels disappear from the wood-apple, which is
the food of the elephant. Therefore, where is the advantage of hoarding up
riches? ' '

““ In this way, having disregarded the admonition of the Brahman, he kept
squandering his money away from day to day, till in a short time he became
extremely poor, and no onc to whom he went shewed him the least respect.
Purandar, Leing extremely disheartened by receiving no attchtion wherever he
went, reflected in his own mind that it was better for him, who_ was destitute
of wealth, to inhabit a forest, the abode of tigers and other "feroci(')us heasts,
having the roots of trecs for a.dwelling, leaves and fruit for food, the bark of
trees for his vestment, and grass for his bed, than tb_ dwell &t any time with
purse-proud relations.

“ Various
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‘ Various reflections of this nature having passed through his mind, Pu-
randar travelled into the interior of the country. Having passed through many
places, he at length arrived in a town called Pitapira. On arriving in that
place, he heard at night-time the plaintive cry of a female,  Afterwards, whep
it was morning, he made enquiry of the inhabitants of the town what wowan it
was whose cries he had heard the night before.  The town’s people informed
him, that they too bad every night heard the cries of some woman wecping ;
that they knew not what woman it was, but that they all were seized with
the greatest dread on hearing them, and felt very uneasy.,

“ Purandar having a few days after returned to his own country, related all
these circumstances to the King. When Vieramdditya heard them, being
seized with a desire to ascertain the cause of the woman’s lamentation, he
mounted his enchanted slipper, and taking Purandar in company, arrived in
the city of PitapGra. On reaching the place, after continual research, he got
a clue that the eries of the woman proceeded from a very thick forest, which
was at a little distance from the town. As soon then as he heard the woman
cry, he rushed sword in hand into the forest on the instant, and got to
the spot where she was,  On reaching the place, he beheld a most beautiful
and youthful female, whom a werciless Demon, of terrifick form, was engaged
in beating. King Vicramdditya having scen ihis, and being greatly moved to
compassion, began to upbraid the demon, and said: * Ho, vile Demon! what
claim hast thou to generous fecling, in thus striking a helpless female? It thou
hast auy might, come forth and fight with me.’ “When the Demon heard the
challenge from the King, being extremely enraged, he prepared tw fight with
him. The King fought with the Demon for some time, and at last struck off
his head with his sword, and killed him.

“ The female was as much delighted as a dead person would be on recover-
ing life, and having come into the King's presence, thanked him with joined
bands, saying: ¢ Ob, King of kings! just as the heron, beneficent of its own
nature, having destroyed the serpent, releases the frog which has fallen into his
mouth, in a similagway, you having destroyed the Demon, have delivered me

from
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from him, How shall I ever make you an adequate returs 2 Iam c}uldlese
but if 1hada son I would' gnve him, that Hé ‘might be your servant.” Having
uttered the:e humble exprcsenoms, she plostruted hexself at the fect of the
-Monarcb. Then rising up, she said: ¢ Conceive me from this ‘day 3oul
handmald I possess nine hundred \essels ﬁlled with gold ; consider them all
your own.’ " The ng havmg in this way hstcned to the humble wprcscntatmn
af the female, acceded to her wnahtvs, and havmg gwm the wboh. of the wealth,
as well as the woman her -clf to Purandar, he estabhshed him in that place
and then mountod his enchantcd shpper. and returned to liis own capltnl ik

The E:gbtecntb Tmage hav;ng related this story to King Bhoj, said: ¢ Ob,
[\mg Bho_\ 1 you havc heard of the greatness of soul of King Vicraméditya, if
you possess such coine and seat yourself on this throne.” King Bhoj, having
heard these words, was quieted for that day i

The End of the Bighteenth Story.

THE ‘STORY OF THE TWEN'I‘Y~EIGH'1‘H IMAGE.

Tur Twent) elghth Image began thus to doscnbo the great qualities of the
'g‘lonous I\mg Vicraméditya, to deter King Bho; from ascending the Throne.
« Lis(en, oh ng Bhoj! One day a certain lcarned man, who was skilled in
the 84 mudrak science, being fatigued with travelling, sat down on the roots of
a tree clos__c to the town to rést himsclf. This Pandit was able _truly to know,
by the’ marks on any man or woman’s ﬁerson, whatever related to their good
or evil fortune, Hc havmg scen the print of a man’ § fuot on the dust in‘that
place,, nml that i; was vndo\\cd w:th the . mark called the lows-form, thought
in his own mmd ¢ Whate\ er pen son’s foot is marked with the lotos, that per-
son is undoubted lyto be a King ; therefore this footstep is certainlv that of a
. King. But, if he be indeed a King, why should he walk on foot in thc out-
. el\n'ts of the cuv » Ht was thus d:scou(.crtcd in mmd by this doubt, when at
the moment a very poor man, carrymg a load of wood on his head, passed hy
on



121

on the road. The print of this man’s foot, and that of the former footstep,
were exactly similar in form, which, on being observed by the Pandit, he was
firmly convineed that the two footsteps both belonged to this man : of this he
had no doubt; but what surprized him was, how a person having such a mark
on his foot could be so poor. The Pandit was sitting very much dejected in
countenance at this idea, when at that moment King Vicraméditya reached
the spot, and seeing the Pandit very much downcast, he asked him who he
was, and why he was sitting so dejected. The Pandit replied: ¢ T am one
learned in the Sémudrak science, and being futigued by travelling, sat down
here; but baving seen an extremely poor person with the lotos-form on his
right foot, I am thoughtful on account of this disagrcement with the rules of
the science.

“ The King on hearing this made no reply, but returned to his palace,
and having assembled his Pandits, sat in Council 3 and having, by means of a
messenger, procured the attendance of the Pandit whom he had seen on the
road, he said to him: ¢ Well, Pandit, where is the poor man to be found
whom you saw with the lotos-form on his foot?* The Pandit replied, that
the man was carrying a load of wood, and had entered the city, and that con-
sequently he must be somewhere in it. The King then asked him if he knew
his name.  To this he answered that he did not; but. that his nppcamucc was
so and so. The King, on bearing the reply of the Pandit, having caused a
search to be made by his messengers, had the man brought into his presence,
and saw with his own eves that the matter was as the Pandit had stated. The
King thercfore said to the Paudit: ¢ It is not possible to determine the mean-
ing of the rules of the science without limiting what is general by that which is
special. Be certaws. therefore, that if you accurately examine the rules of the
science, this man must undoubtedly have some powerful inauspicious mark,
which does not allow the géod mark to be of any advautage.”

 The Pandit having heard this remark from the King, carefully examined
the rules of the science, and said : ¢ Great Monarch ! in whom the, lotos-form

*2 1 is
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is found, he certainly is a King : this is the gencral rule, Where the mark
of a crow’s foot is found at the lower part of the palate, it renders many kind -
of royal marks of no avail, and the man continues poor: this i is the special
rule.’ :

“ The King havmg heard the opmxon of the Pandit, and having by some
contrivance seen that the mark of a crow’s foot was quite evident on the
lower part of the man’s palate, he dismissed him; and addressing himself to
the Pandit, said : ¢ Pandit, 1 am convinced that you are truly skilful in the
Stmudrak science; now, tell me, what regal mark is on my person?’ The
Pandit having again and again cxamincd the King’s person, was unable to find
any mark. The King told him to reflecct upon the rules of the science, and
ascertain what was the special “exception in his case. The Pandit replied :
¢ Oh, great King! if there shall be no visibly auspicious mark on a man’s
body, or if there should be an evident bad mark, and if he should have the
mark called the karbura mantra, or variegated charm, within the left side of
the ,bod)‘(, !hen_ the good or evil marks mentioned in the science become of
no .ai:ail, and the other produces every good consequence of an auspicious
mark.” The King, for the sake of ascertaining the truth of the science, took
a razor in his hand, and was on the point of cutting open his left side. The
Pandit scized hold of the King’s hand, and said: ¢ Great Prince! so much
temerity is improper. Thoge essences which are beyond the veach of the
senses, arg ascertained by their effects ; just as God is an essence, yet to
whom is he visible? Yet, through the means of this world, there is as per-
fect a proof of ‘him as if he were before our eyes. All the fruits of visible
good marks arc 'indecd 'pcricct, in you likewisc ;- the karbura mantra must con-
sequently be in your Majesty’s left side; what use therefore can there be in
cutting opén your person to. make it visible ?’  When the King heard these
words- from the Pandit, he thought that the sacred books were not to be
doubted ; and having therefore desisted from opening his side, he gave many
presents of.a gratifying nature to the Paudit, and dismissed him.”

The
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The Twenty-eighth Image said: “ Oh, King Bhoj! that King is worthy to
sit on this throne ‘who possesses similar resolution.” Sri Bhoj, having heard

this narration, remained quict for that day.

The End of the Twenty-eighth Story.

THE STORY OF THE. TWENTY-NINTH IMAGE.

Tue Twenty-ninth Image, sceing King Bhoj approaching the Throne for
the purpose of being installed, said: “ Ob, King Bhoj! the glorious Kihg‘
Vieramdditya sat on this Throne ; I am about to relate a story respecting him :
listen! One day a Necromancer arrived at King Vicramdditya’s gate, and
said to the porter: ¢ Oh, Porter, I having heard the renown of 'Ithe gloi-ioils
Vicraiadditya, King of kings, am come from a very distant land for the pur--
pose of béihg introduced in' the royal presence; make my’ rel)reﬁcntdﬁorl
known to the King.” The Gentleman-Usher having represented the case to
his Mujesty, in conformity to the royal orders; commanded the Porter to con--
duct him in. The Necromancer being made aware of the court-etiquette by
hundreds of Goldsticks, _reuchcd the margin of the royal court, and began to
gaze at the spiendmxr of the well-ordered assembly. When he' beheld the g"lo-
rious Vicraméditya, King of kinge, scated on his thr’oﬁe, fanned with the white
chamar, adorned with variods gems, and waited on with the golden sceptre,
and the argent canopy, surrounded by hundreds of discriminating ana fearned-
Ministers, as well for consultation as for business, ahd‘by Kélidds and the other
Pandits renowned for various knowledge, he represented, with joined hands,
that if his M:ﬁesty,-‘togét?her with his MiniSt’ers, would look with attention, he
would exhibit some surprisitig sights to them. When the King heaid the re-
quest of the Necromancer, he gave orders to begin.

“ Scarcely had the Necromancer recelved the ng s permlsslon when a'man
w:ch asword in ene hand, and holdmg"h beauuful young’ WOman by'the other,
suddenly made his appearance before the King, and thus nddressed him : ¢ Oh,

King
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King of kings! some declarc that the object of the higliest importance in this
world is knowledge ; but to this T cannot assent ; for my own opinion is, that
lovely females and abundance of wealth are the things of the greatest consee
quence : for this reason no one willingly trusts these into the hands of another.
But to-day there is to be a battle in the cthereal regions between the Gods and
Titans, and it is my duty to-go to the assistance of fudra. This is my Wife,
dearer to me than life itself. It is not fitting to go to a ficld of battle accom-
panicd by a woman. I have not sufficient confidence to depart after+having
entrusted her to some one clse ; but knowing that the King of kings is truly
pious, cherishing a stranger as he would his own family, one who keeps his
senses under subjection, and possesses the most benevolent feelings, [ plh&:
my Wife in his ém’e, and depart for the ficld of battle. My request is, that till
my return yoin- Mzjesty will make cvery effort to proteet her, and confer so
important a favour on me.’

“ When the King heard this request he complied with it ; and the Husband
having given his wife in charge to the Monarch, took leave of the King, and
before the eyes of all present, he ascended into the air from the place of the
royal assembly. Till the moment he was out of sight, the King and the whole
of his courtiers continued with upraised eyes fixed in astonishment.  After he

'had become invisible to all, the heavens were iilled as it were with the war-
shout of combatants. On hcaring these sounds, the King and all bis court
Dhecame like statues from surprise. At this instant the two hands of the Hus-
bard dropt in the assembly ; next fell his two feet; and after a short delay,
his se\'érqd head eame tumbling down. When the Wife beheld her Husband’s
head, after bitter lamentation, she thus addressed the King: ¢ Oh, great
Monarch! just as the moon-neam disappears with the moon, and in the same
way as the lightning vanishes with the cloud, exactly so-is it the first duty of
a wife to attend upon her Lord ; I am determined, thcrefofe, to follow my Hus-
band. Let an order be issucd to prepare the funeral pile and the other re-
quisites.” 'The King, who was most-tender hearted, replied to her: ¢ Most
devoted of wives! the engagements we enter into in this life are only binding.

as
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as long as life continues. While your Lord wus alive, so long was he your
Husband ; at present, what‘com‘wction subsists between you ? Where consists
the virtue of abandoning life for a person with whom all connection has ceased?
Hcere is now what is at your option: if you no longer desire enjoyments,
take refuge in practising the rites of those who study the Divine perfections,
and devote yourself to the worship of God; if, however, you still take delight
in the pursuit of pleasure, you shall be married 1o whatever worthy men you
will select, and enjoy the highest state of bliss. "I will give abundance of
wealth : want you shall in ne way feel.’
 This devoted Wife, on hearing the King’s words, replied : ¢ Great King !
your Majesty is an evident incernation of Religion, therefore religion must be
encouraged by youxl Majesty. Even though it is possible to practise the rites
of those who study the Divine perfections, by abandoning our passions, still
the duties of a faithful wife are to be uplu:ld.- Yet in this human frame therce
is an unstcadiness, cven on making the greatest effort, in the acq'uisit.ion of
salutary anvlcdgo; and in the exercise of discretion, the powerful foe to Tust
and the other passions. Difficult is it, therefore, to maintain the duties of
widowhood as laid down in the Seriptures! Masy is it to deviate from the
duties of a widow ! And just as the wife has a'right over the wealth acquired
by her husband, even so should the death of the wife follow that of her lord.
Besides, at the nuptial hour, in the presence of Fire, with the recitation of
sacred texts, the marriage is completed by the promise of the wite's hushand
to be faithful ¢ to the dissolution of the body.” - The energy of a man is typified
imder a female form, yet man can exist without his energy; but the energy
cannot. subsist ‘without ‘man. As an illustration of this, the fire which is
formed of the ]l[mumaﬁtm and Mahaushadha, &c., subsists without its inflam-
mau')ry' power, but the inﬂammatory power is never kfound without fire,
TFurther, gre_ﬂt Prince, it is experienced in this world, that for whatever reason
life is quitted, therc must be an extremity of affection for that object. There-
fore, oh great King! by popular belief, by seripture, and by rcason, what I
design shouid be aécomplishcd. And under what idea would s’our Majesty
*2 x forbid
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forbid any voluntary act?> Upon whatever object the mind is steadfastly in-
tent, the prohibition of ‘any one else is altogether nugatory ; just as much as
the attempt to arrest the stream of a river rushing downwards.’

“ The King, being convinced by this discourse, that the Wife was resolved
to be burned with her Husband, said to her: ¢ Oh, faithful Wife! all which
you have declared is perfectly true; as to what I recommended, it was only to
try your constancy.” The King, after saying these few words to this devoted
Wife, gave orders preparatory to the funeral rites, and the woman being
extremely agitated, cntered the pit of the funeral pile in pursuit of her Hus-
band, with as much alacrity as a person burnt up by the hcat of the warm
scason, enters the most refreshing water.

“ Whilst the King and all his courtiers were engaged in applauding the
chastity, piety, and noble conduct of the Wife, the Husband appeared in the
assembly, wounded in cvery part of his body, and covered with streams of
blood. The King and bis courtiers being perfectly astonished, began to stare
at one another.  The Husband addressed the King, saying: ¢ Ob, great King !
the affair about which I went being now accomplisbed, and having likewise
obtained renown from it, I am returned ; give orders, therefore, that my Wife
be now restored to me; 1 am about to return to my own country.”  When the
King heard these words, not being able to fix in his own mind what answer he
should give, he began to Jook at his Miuisters. The Ministers, guessing what
were the King’s wishes, said to the man: ¢ Most renowned warrior! a little
while after you left this, a head resembling yours dropt down-before us.  Your
Wife, beholding your head, after much lamentagion, not paying any attention
to his Majesty’s remonstrances, burnt herself along with it. The place of the
funeral pile is visibie, go and sec it.’

“ The Hurband, on hearing the reply of the Ministers, remained silent for a
short time; then Leaving a deep sigh, he addressed the King : ¢ Great King!
must all the praise of the exalted justice which is attributed to your Majesty by
the inhabitants of the Threec Worlds,* be falsified by the untowardness of my

fate?

¥ Viz. Heaven, Earth, and Tartarus.
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fate > But if your Majesty, knowing my Wife to be extremely beloved by me,
is only sporting with me, then, such sport shiould not be practised.  Not having
scen my beloved Wife for a long time, I am extremely uneasy in mind.”  The
King replied that it was no trick, it was nothing but the truth.  The Husbhand
answered : ¢ Great King! I well know the extent of your Majesty’s equity ;
it is now incumbent on you to restore my Wifeé to me, or to give me your own.’
The King, on hearing this, through drcad of injuring his fume for justice, went
that instant into the Queen’s apartments, and taking the Queen-Consort by
the hand, led her into the assembly,  When be got there, the man had disap-
peared, At that moment the Necromancer presented himself before the King,
and represented with joined hands: ¢ Oh, King of kings! T exhibited this il-
lusion by mcans of magick : every thing you have seen was deceptive : put away
all uncasiness, and regain your tranquillity.” The King being very much de-
lighted with these words of the Necromaneer, sent the Queen back to her own
apartinents, and seated himself in the assembly.. Just at this time a present
arrived in the presence of the King, which was sent by the King of the land of
Pandya, counsisting of a collection of varicus riches, together with hundreds
of clephants, horses, &e. King Vieramiditya gave all these to the Necro-
mancer, and having thus gratified hiw, he dismissed him.”

The Twenty-ninth Image then said : “ Oh, King Bhoj! whatever Monarch
is thus in awe of justice, he is worthy to sit on this throue.”

The glorious King Bhoj was stopped by these words for that day.

The End of the Twenty-ninth Story.

THE STORY OF THE THIRTY-FIRST IMAGE.

AcaiwN, on another day, the Thirty-first Imdge said to King Bhoj who was
standing near the Throne: “ Oh, King Bhoj! listen a little to an account of
the greatness of soul of Vieram, to whom this Throne belonged.

* Onc day a Merchant’s son, who had come to the city of _fvanti, for the

purpose
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purpdse of traffick from the village of Prdn Satwa, having beheid ‘the custom
of the people of the city, and of King Vicramdditya, on returning to his.own
village, related every thing to his father, sayiug : “ Ob, father! 1 observed a
wonderfual circumstance in Avanti. For all the articles which are ekposed in
the shops for sale, and which are not bought by purchasers, King Vicram(iditya
gives a suitable price and takes them himself, through apprehension that the
city may have a bad name.’ On hearing this account from his son’s mbuth,
that crafty Merchant formed an iron image called Poverty, and expdsed it for
sale in the market in the eity of Avanti. The chapmen who came to this
knavish Merchant, asked what the thing was, and its price. The Mércham,
on hearing their question, replied, that its name was Poverty, and its price ten
thousand picces of gold ; and that the moment that any onc should purchase it,
Fortune would that instant dezert him. When the bayers heard this answer,
they all retired disconcerted, wishing that it might belong to their enemy.
The whole day being past in this way, when the evening came, the royal
scouts represented the whole affair in the presence of the King; who to
preserve his word, gave the ten thousand pieces of gold for the irou image, and
put it in his umé,:aziné. '

€ At the close of that very night, the Fortune of the State, having assumed
a form, begged leave to depart.  The King having joined his bands, began to
recite her praise, and thus addressed her @ ¢ Oh, Mother, Fortune of the State !
what is my fault? why do you quit me without any offence ¥’  Fortune replied:
* You have not committed any offence 5 but Poverty and I cannot dwell in the
same ahbode. On this account I am going.’ When the King hecard these
words, he said: ¢ If you are going on this account, then you may ﬂcpart 3 1
canuot “deviate from my 'word.” Fortune, on hearing this reply, departed.
Immediately after, all those qualitics which ennoble man, consisting of Judg-
went, Resignaticn, Forbearande, Compassion, Understanding, &e. departed in
the same way, - Still the King was not shaken from his promise. Then came
the personified form of Truth, and begged leave to depart. The King not
allowing ker to quit him, besought her by every humble expression not to

desert
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descrt him ; and said to her: ¢ For you I have given up the Fortune of the
State, Judgment, &c.; on what cousideration are you about to leave me ¥’
Truth replied : ¢ I am the devoted attendant upon Judgment and the other
qualities, and am not able to subsist without them. Therefore, ol great Princc,
if you do not really desert me, depart from the promise by which you guard
that being, Poverty; or with your own hand cut off your head, and abandon
this body : in another frame I will abide with you.” On hearing these words,
throngh the dread of breaking his vow of truth, and being incapable of de-
viating from his word, he took his sword in his hand. At the moment thut he
was ready to cut off his own head, Truth seized hold of his hand, and :aid :
¢ Great Prince ! 1 only spoke these words to try the extent of your steadfast-
ness in religion : 1 now know that you are truly religious. The heart: of man
is my dwelling-placc : I will not therefore in any way desert you; I am entirely
yours.” A short time after this, the Fortune of the State, Judgment, and the
other qualities, being bound by Truth, all returned.”

The Thirty-first Image then addressed King Bhoj to this effect : « The man
who in this mauner has truth for his aim, is worthy to sit on this throne.”

King Bhoj was disconcerted for that day by these words.

The End of the Thirty-first Story.

215 FOUR
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FOUR STORIES

TAREN PROM
THE WORK

ENTITLED

THE TOUCHSTONE OF MEN.

THE STORY OF THE TENDER-HEARTED HERO.

Tee man of fecling is the worthiest of all men, and is a benefactor to the
whole world : the reciting his praise is every where auspicious. This is an ac-
count of one.

.There is a city on the banks of the river Cdlindi, called Yoginipura, the
Yavan King of which was 4ldhuddin. He on a certain occasion became
enraged with his General, Mahimdsib, who, knowing his angry master to be
given to take away life, reflected, that no reliance could be placed in a furious
Monarch. The wise have declared, that no trust should be put in a king,
a spy, and a serpent; for at the moment they appear to shew you every re-
spect, and betore any apprehension ¢an be entertained, they may destroy you.
Now thercfore, before 1am confined, I should preserve my life by retiring to
some other place. On forming this resolution, he fled with his family ; and
during his flight he reflected that they would be unable to go to a distance;
and that escape. without them was impossible. It has been remarked, that
for a person to desert his family for the sake of preserving his own life, is like
departing for the next world ; and of what value is life to him? Now;, in this
place there is King Hambir Dév, a warriour of great compassion, I will remain
under his protection. . . .

Having thus determined, the Mahometan General went to King Mahimésdh,
and represented to him: ‘. Oh, great Princc ! I'have taken refuge with you
through fear of being put to death by my Sovereign, who is cnraged against

me
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me without a cauge, If you can protect me, afford me encouragement, and if
not, I will depart from this for some other place.” King Hambir Dév, on
hearing his request, answered : “ Yavan, you have sought an asylum with me :
as long as life endures, the God of death himself shall not oppress you. What
then is the Yavan King? he is contemptible : dwell here in safety.””  Mahi-
mésih encouraged by these words, began to'dwell without dread in the fortress
of Ranstambhan, or the stay of war.

When the Yavan King learnt that Mahimdsdh was in the fortress, becoming
inflamed with choler against King Hambir Dév, he caused the earth to trem-
ble with his elephants, horse, and infantry ; and having made the neighbcuring
nations deaf with the sound of all his chariots, he surmounted the distance of
the road in one day ; and having reached the gate of the fortress, he poured in
a shower of arrows, similar to the torrents which fall from the clouds at the
dissolution of the world. - King Hambir Dév having his fortress provided with
& ditch on all sides, and being guarded by walls constructed with battlements,
and ornamented with flags, poured back such a volley of arrows, that the
twanging. of the bowstrings was intolerable to the ear, and the- heavens were
darkencd by their flight.

After the first assgult, the Yavan King despatched a Herald to Hambir Dév.
When the messenger arrived, he annouvnced : ¢ Oh, King! the most august
Lord of the Faithful thus commands you: ¢ Surrender Mahimdsih, or [ will
to-morrow morning reduce your fortress to dust, and send you and him to the
abode of death.” ”  King Hambir Dév Laving heard this summons, answered :
* Herald, what reply can I make to thee? T will answer thy master with the
cdge of the sword ; it shall not be in words simply. Listen! even Death cannot
shew himself in the nature of an enemy to those to whom I have granted an
asylum ; what then can the Yavan King effcct?” When his despised Herald
returned, the Yavan King becoming greatly enraged, again commenced the
assault,

1In the contests which took place between both armies, many brave men
fought face to fuce ; some took to flight; others were killed, and many fought

with
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with desperation. In this way three years elapsed in daily combats. The
Yavan King having only half his army remaining, and finding himself unable
to take the fortress, began to ‘prepare to return to his own capital. At this
moment two wicked Ministers of Hambir Dév, called Rdy Malla and Réy Péla,
having agreed together, went to the Yavan Sovereign, and thus addressed him :
““ Let not your Majesty depart from this for any other place ; a famine has tuken
place among us; we two know the true state of every thing regarding our
fortress, To-morrow or the day after we will contrive to make the place your
own.” The Mahometan King having rewarded these two Ministers, blocked
up the gate of the fortress.

King Hambir Dév, sceing impending misfortune, thus addressed his soldiers :
¢ Oh, native warriours of India! What can be cffected in battle by a limited
force against the Yavan King, accompanied as he is by so large an army?
Neither have we the approbation of those best skilled in the knowledge of war.
Do you therefore retire to a distance from the fortress.” His soldiers implored
him, saying: “ Great King! through your benevolence to a Mahometan, and
owing to your great tenderness of heart, you have detcrﬁnined to perish in
battle : now we are devoted to you. How can we abandon a master like you,
and tread in the path of infamy? It is impossible. The Yavan King is a person
of no importance ; we will force him to seek another place, and by that means
we shall be able to preserve those who have taken refuge here. Therefore the
first consideration is, that means be taken to sgve those who have sought an
asylum.”

The Moslim General immediately replied : ¢ Great Prince! T am a forcigner
and a man of no distinction, why therefore will you destroy your wife, your
offspring, your kingdom, and your own life, for the purpose of saving me?”
Hambir Dév replied: “ Mabiméssh ! use mot such an argument as this. If
durable fame could be acquired by this perishable body, formed as it is of
elemental matter, who then would desire to quitit? 1f you will attend to my
words, I can send you to a place of. safety.” The Yavan General answered :

“ Let not your Majesty lay these commands on me ; I will before all make an
' attack
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attack, sword in band, on the encmy ; but remove the females from the for-
tress.” The women all replied: “ Our lords are determined to go to the
heavenly mansions in defence of a refugee ; how shall we exist on carth without
them ? Just as the'tendril cannot support itself without clasping the tree, in the
same way the wife canvot subsist without her husband in this life. In this
world the. existcuce of the virtuous wife is connected with the life of her lord ;
we, therefore, who are the partners of heroes, will do that which is worthy of
us; we wil perish in fire. And because that King Hambir Déy has resolved
to abandon life for the sake of an alien, and that his warriours have determined
on battle, for the same reason their wives have made choice of perishing by
fire.”

The next morning, King Hambir Dév, being dressed in armour and mounted
on his clephant, issued out from his fortress, joined by his. chosen warriours.
Hé then destroyed with the sword the encmy’s army, as well as the elephants,
and all the cavalry ; and having attacked the iufantry, he filled them with
terrour, and put those monsters to flight. The earth was flushed by him with
streams of ‘blood ; but being wounded by an arrow, he fell from the back of
his elephant with his face to the foe; and quitting his mortal frame, he was
absorbed in the =olar sphere. '

The Poets sung his praises; and exclaimed: “ No King is sble to quit a
magnificent palace, a youthful queen endowed with every grace, and ample
treasures ; yet Hambir Dév surrendered all these, and fell in battle to preserve

the life of one who had taken refuge with him.”

The Iind of the Story of the Tender-hearted Hero.

THE TALE OF THE HERO WHO WAS DEVOTED TO TRUTH.

In the Iron Age, mankind being drowned in lust and other passions, will
become speakers of falsehood ; but by hearing this story of the Hero who was
deyoto‘d to t.ru,ﬂ\, they will be delivered from every sin.
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In forwer times there reigned in the city of Hamndnagar & Yavan King,
called Mah4 Malla ; he ruled the whale land as far as the shorcs' of the. ocean.
King Képhar, bemg unable to endure the pxedommancc of Mah4 Malla, havmg
collected together 2all his forces, marched to attack him, Thp’Y avan Monarch, ,
knowing that King Képhar had arrived in his neighbourhood, collected round
him many hundred thousand of the ﬁnest cavalry from Balkh and other quar-
ters, and accepted battle in the: ouuklrts of his capital. ' In the engagement
that took place between both armies, the - troop« ‘under Mahé Malla being
defeated by the brave soldiers of King Képhar, fled from the field of battle.
When the ¥avan Monarch beheld his own warriours fleeing through fear of

~ death, as so many lions would from a herd of ‘ele'phunﬁa, ‘he exclaimed : © My
warriours | is there no Prince 6r Réjput among you who, by the force of his
arm, ¢an for a short. tinte arrest the flight of the troops, broken by the fear of
the ¢nemy ?”  On hearing these words of their Sovercign, two Réjputs, called
Nara Singh Dév, of the Carnatick, and Chachik Dév, of the Chihuvén caste,
addressed the King, saying: “ Ob, Lord! who now can check the flight of
your troops ? through fear of the enemy they are now fleeing with the rapidity
of a falling torrent. .lf your Majesty will move _aB'out back and forward, and
then return here again, we in the mean time will make the enemy acquainted
‘with the edge of the sword, or cause them to repose on the funeral pile.” The
Yavan Sovercign replied: “ Worthy are you of applause | none but yoursclves
could act with such intrepedity !”’

Then Nara Singh Dév, with the bared arm of valour, having impelled his

horse to move like a thunderbolt, dashed forward, and being unobserved by
the enemy, penetrated to the very centre of King Képhar’s army, when he
thrust his spear:into the Heart of King Kdphar, whom be found beneath a
glowing argent canopy. !'\"in'q Képhar fell dead upon the carth hy the blow.
At that very instant Chéchik Dév, secing him' fallen on the ground, ‘and de-
serted by life, cut off his head, and-carried it into the preeence of his Sovereign.
The Yavan Monarch, - on beholding this severed hcad,ﬁnqmred to whom it
belanged - Chéchik: Dév told. him it. was the: head of King Képhar.  The

Yavan
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Yavan King then enquired what Hero had killed him. Chéchik Dév an-
swered: ¢ Oh, King of kings! the immortal Nara Singh Dév, of unequelled
vnlour; and the first of mén, killed King Képhar : I having followed him, cut
W‘Kiphar'g head:””. The Yavan Lord'-then enquired, where is Nara Singh
Déy? Chéchik Dév replied: “ Oh, Kiug of the land! | saw Nara Singh Dév
nearly dcpr.ivéd of life by the guards of King Kédphar, who were trembling with
rage at their master’s death. Where he has gone, or where he is now, I know
‘not.”” The Yavan King secing the Leader dead and the enemy in full flight, was
highly delighted, and called out to his own troops, who were engaged in the
pursuit : “ My brave men! why do you destroy a flying foe ? Briag me now
the saviour of my empire, and the destroyer of King Kdphar ; bring me Nara
Singh Dév, the noblest of men.” ‘ ‘

At length, after much search, the King discovered Nara Singh Dév pierced
through and through the body by many iron arrows, having thousands of
flowing streams of blood, resembling the budding blossoms of the Butea
Frondosa, aund fainting from excessive pain. The moment that he saw him be
alighted from his horse, and said to him: “ Nara Singh Dév, can you survive
this?” He replied: “ Oh, King of kings! has your Majesty been made
acquainted with what I have i)cx'lbrnled?” The King answered: ¢ Chéchik
Dév informed me that you destroyed my enemy ; through him I have learnt
all that you have accomplished.” Nara Singh Dév answered: ¢ If he for
whose welfare I undertook an enterprise of great difficulty, knows all regarding
it, then, indeed, has the tree of my exertions borne fruit, and 1 shall live for a
long time.” After this, the Yavan Monarch having caused the many arrcws
which-were sunk in Nara Singh D¢év’s body to be extracted, he, by administer-
ing wany kinds of remedies, and the use of regimen, in the course of a short
time perfectly cured him, '

A’ﬁler'this the Yavan King presented thousands of the finest horses, innu-
mcrab.ﬂé golden canopies, and chdmars as well as much money to Nara Singh
‘Dév; who having recejved these favours, represented to his Sovereign :  Oh,
King of kings ! fighting is the natural duty of Rdjputs. What surprising deed

therefore
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therefore have I performed, that I should be so distinguished?  Be that as it is,
if my reward has been decrecd, then let Chdchik Dév be likewisc honoured.
He, actuated by a love of truth, brought the head of your foe into your pre-
‘sence, and extolled my fame. 1le made no ostentatious displax of his own
generous feeling. Having brought the head of a foe, who had been destroyed,
he did not say ¢ I have slain him ;’ thereforc you should in the first place re-
ward Chéchik Dév.” To this Chéichik Dév replied: “ Rdjput! such praise
should not be spoken on my account : why should I reccive the reward of your
valour, or cnjoy that which has been rejected by anotber?”  On hearing this
Nara Singh Dév replied: ¢ Oh, heroick Chéchik Dév, devoted to truth,
worthy art thou of applause. I discern by this love of truth, that thou art
endowed with wisdom, the son of a virtuous mother,. a noble spirit, worth.y of-
the highest applause!” The Yavau King being delightéd by this mutual in-
terchange of approbation between these two Rdjputs, bestowced equal rewards

on them hoth.

The End of the Story of the Hero who was devated to Truth.

A TALE IN PRAISE OF THE SCIENCE OF ARMS.

Tae science of books is naturally subordinate to the science of arms; for
when an empire is protected by arms, then literature begins to be cultivated.
There was a royal city named Dhard, in which there dwelt a Brahman called
Sarmd the Discreet, who had a son named Nirvivék, or the Thoughtless, who
being averse to the study of the Véda, and destitute of good habits, was de-
voted to hunting along with those wretched people who follow it as a live-
lihood. On a certain occasion this Brahman, in compliance with his mather’s
request, not having gone to the forest to hunt, staid at home. Jus‘g}.. then,
heuring the coving of some doves, and secing them in a hole in an Idol-Tem-
“ple, he thought to himself, that he would climb up on-the top of it, and get
possession of them by throwing them. all down. It has been remarked in the
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Sastres, that the lustful man has no delight in any other object but women,
and the crafty man is never pleased except when he is engaged in some base
act; the mischievous man, too, is never happy except he is committing
mischicf.

The Brahman having climbed up the Temple to possess himself of the
pigeons, put his hand into the hole, when imagining that a snake which was
in it, was a pigeon, he drew it to him ; immediately the snake twined itself round
the Brahman’s arm.  The Brahman considered : ¢ If 1 do not let the snake go,
1 shall never be able to get down, supporting myself by one hand ; and if 1 let
the snake go, it will bite, me; now what shall I do?” Being thus involved
in misfortune, he began to roar out from terrour, “ Oh, good people! save
me I Moralist writers have observed, that those persons who do not forego
their errours, and continue to be engaged in a vicious course of conduct, suffer-
ing from the fruit of their actions, are always in aflliction. On hearing the
cries of the Brahman, many people assembled around the place.  King Bhoj
rik(r\\'isl', having heard of the circumstance, came to the spot to preserve the
life of a Braliman ; but the crowd, owing to agitation and hurry, were unable
to fix upon any means for his relief, and remained quite inactive.

King Bhoj sccing the Brahman hanging from the summit of a Temple, re-
sembling the peak of a mountain, and with the other arm enveloped in the
folds of a snake, called out to the people : ¢ Oh, assembled multitude, is there
any onc among you who is able to save this Brahman; and in such a way that
he, being rescued from danger, may safely ‘descend from this Temple? |
will give a hundred thousand picees of gold to whoever is able to effect ibis.”
On hearing these words, a Rdjput named Singhala, who was extremely cexpert
in archery, replied : ¢ Oh, Chief of men! it is not necessary to employ much
exertion ; with very listle pains 1 will bring the Brahman to the bottum. But,
he! Brahman shew me the arm which is surrounded by the snake.” The
Brahman immediately did so.  The Rdjput fixed an iron arrow in his bow, and
having drawn the weapon to his ear, then let fly, and cut off’ the snake’s head
from his body. The snake’s body being loosed by the blow, fell to the ground.
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The Brahman imme«lfﬁtcly let go the crest of the snake; and being free from
apprehension, and having the command of himself, descended from the Temple.
King Bhoj, on seeing this, being highly pleased, bestowed the promised reward
upon the Réjput ; and having presented him likewise with costly garments, and
many kinds of ornaments, made him bappy. A Poet, who was present and wit-
nessed the circumstance, recited some poetry on the occasion, of which the sig-
pification is this: « Singhula,:tbc Réjput, having rescued the Brahman, and
obtained a hundred thousand pieces of gold, was honoured by his Sovercign ;
what advantages, therefore, may not a man derive by skill in arms? That is to

>

say, he may obtain even an empire as well as other valuable acquisitions.’

The End of the Tale in Praise of Arms.

A TALE SHEWING THE USE OFF DROLLERY.

Such people as are able to make the wealthy laugh by their gesticulation,
or by a play upon words, arc celebrated every where for their drollery. Here
is an illustration.

There was a King named Supratdp, inthe city of Kdnchipuri. In this city
.four Robbers had entered a weahlny man’s house by means of a mine which
they had dug into it, and were all taken as they came out at the mouth of
the mine with their property, by the watchmen of the city, and carried before
the King. When the King learnt their offence, he, in a legal way, sentenced
+hem to be empaled, and gdvc orders to that cftect to the Excentioner, Those
who are aecquainted with the principles of morality have declared, that the
encouragement of the virtuous, and the punishment of the vicious, constitute
the duty of a monarch. The Executioncr, agrecably to the King’s decree,
conducted these four Robbers outside the city, and put three of them to death
on the stake. The fourth then began to think, that as death was near at haud,
it would be as well to devisé some means for his own preservation, for when
death takes place, all endeavour is fruitless. Moreover, if any man who is

tortured
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tortured by discase, or dying under the King's sceptre, can contrive the means
of his own preservation, then such a man rescues himself from the gates of
death, 1 should therefore make some cffort to save my life. Having fixed on
this, be said to the Executioner : Ixecutioner, you have now put three of
us to death, bnt do you procure me for a moment an interview with the King,
and afterwards put me to death. The reason is this, that I am acquainted with
a most admirable piece of knowledge, which on my being put to death would
perish ; T would first, therefore, reveal this knowledge to the King, aud after-
wards you can exccute your office ; by that mcans this knowledge will remain
in the world.”

When the Executioner heard this relation he said : * Oh, Thief, thou arta
great blockhead ! Having come to the place of exccution, thou entertainest a
wish to live ! thou art the vilest of men ; why should the King wish to learn
thy knowledge?”  The Robber again said: ¢ Executioner! what injury shall
1 do to the King's affairs?  If the King shall hear my secret, he will be glad of
it; nay, he will be pleased with you, and reward you.”  The Executioner being
moved by the Robber’s entreaty, informed the King about this sccret. The
King having heard of it, for his amusement summoned the Robber before him,
and enquired of him: * What secret is this you know ?”  The Robber having
respeetfully joined his hands, represented ;¢ Please your Majesty, I am ac-
quainted with the sceret of growing gold.”” The King, on hearing this, having
smiled a little, said it was very surprising.  The Kobber stated: ¢ Oh, King
of kings! by sowing a grain of gold about the size of a mustard seed, in the
usual way, it will in the course of one month be as big as the trunk of a tree,
and will bear about a pal' weight of golden blossom; but your'Majcsty can
judge for yourself on beholding it.””  The King affecting astonishment, said :
« Robber, is thi- true?”  The Robber, who had a rope round his neck, joining
his hands, made answer: “ Who dare utter a falsehood in the presence of your
Majesty ? If my asscrtion is false, my life will be forfeited at the end of a month;
and if it be verificd, favour will be manifested towards me.” The King, for
the sake of enjoying the amusement, told him he might undertake it.

The
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“The Robber then had a grain of gold of the size of a mustard seed, made by
a gwold'smitin, and having. cleared away a spot of gronnd within the. confines of
the palace, and close to the pleasurc-pond, he addressed the King, saying :
“ Please your Majesty, every thing is ready, who do you command to sow this
seed?” The King directed him to.sow it himself. The Robber replicd :
“ Please your Majesty, it is not _in»vt’n‘y province to sow the seed; had it been'so,
1 bad not been thus misemble:‘ Whoever has never at any time stolen any
thing, can alone sow this sced ;. therefore let your Majesty sow it.” The King
having reﬂccted.for a short time, said: “ I remember to have taken sowc
money from my father to bestow upo;) veligious mendicants, and part I kept for
myself. This was, in some measure, a theft; I cannot therefore sow it.” The
Robber then said: “ Let your Minister sow it.” The Minister answered : “ 1
am engaged in the King’s affairs, how can I therefore say that 1 have never
stolen any thing?” The Robber, on this said: “ Let the Chief Justice sow it.”
The Chief Justice replied : < I used, when a child, to’steal the sweetncats
which my mother laid by.” .

When the Robber hetrd all these replies, he said: ¢ Alas! why then should
my life alone be forfeited 2 All the courticrs began to langh when they heard
his exclamation ; and the King having smiled, said: ¢ And your life, Robber,
shall not be forfeited.”” The King then looked towards his Ministers, and said :
“ This Robber isa shrewd intelligent fellow, and an adept in drollery; he shall
remain near my person, and exhilarate me by his stories.” The Robber heing
saved from destruction by the King's order, remained near his Majesty. At
that time every one reflected, that there was not in the world one more vile
than a thief, and yet this one had saved himsclf from death by his droliery, which

‘was, consequently, a more useful quality than many other petty attaininents.

THE END OF THE TRANSLATIONS.





