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To the Right Honourablg

CHARLES TOWNSEND, Efg;

STR,

AST year you indnlged me
with an opportunity of com-
municating to you, {ome anecdotes
(little known) relative to the Mogul
Empire, and the ftate of our Egf?
India trade;-—-in the courfe of that
conference, you manifefted to me
fuch profound penetration, and fuch
a ready comprelenfion of thefe fub-
i s, that I could not refift cherifh-
1 o a defire, to {ubmit to the pub-
my future labours on thefe inter-
_-ang matters, under the aufpices of

yOUI‘



DEDICATION.,.

your name, I lately intimated that
wifh and intention, when you moft
obligingly and politely favored me,
waf~  -_ur permiflion to dedicate to
you his Firft Part of a Work,
which at prefent employs my leifure
hours : I now avail myfelf of the
licence you have honoured me with
and beg lcave to {ubfcribe myfelf;
with true refpect,

ST R,
Your'moﬁ obliged
and moit obedient

humbie fervant,

Mount Felix in Surry,
Asgult 218, 1765,

j. Z, HOLWELL
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TO THE

PUBLTIC

PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE.

) ¢ HEN a man, excited by an irrefift-
' able and laudable impuife for the
good of his country, firf? fpeaks before an
Auguft Affembly; he feels a certain kind of
dread, awe, and trepidation, which he finds
himfelf unable immediately to conquer ; ef-
pecially if h~ has not been much ufed to {peak
in public, or perchance poffefles {ome fhare
of modefty in his compofition.——Thus, I
conceive, it fares -with every confiderate
- author, on his firlt appearance before that
£ uguft Affembly THE PUBLIC.

this plight I felt myfelf in the year
- when I exhibited to you a fcene of
B un-
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unparalleled horror and diftrefs, which I
judged not unworthy a place in out annals;
juftice, and the neceflity of the times,
lately urged my fecond appearance, and
obligad-me to draw my pen in defence of
inﬁﬁ,%ﬁé’fth and charater: but now, by
ufe and indulgence grown bolder, (a very
common cafe) 1 prefent myfelf before you
of my own voluntary choice.

Independency, and a pleafing retirement,
however deleftable in themfelves, have yet
their feafons of wacancy and leifure, that
may want filling up.—And happy! ought
that man to efteem himfelf, who can em-
ploy thofe woids and blanks in time to the
emolument, or even literary amufement of
mankind. -

Such is my fituation, and fuch are my
motives, for taking up the pen again; mo-
tives, fo laudable n themfelves, will, I
truft, engage the candor ard indulgence of
“my readers for any defects in the following
performance. "

The Eafi-Indies, and particularly Bengg
.re now become fo important an objegt ¥ d
concern to Great-Britain, that every Gl
dation thereof, muft, I think, be accepti®

3



(3)
~ that is fotinded on fals, jqﬂ: oi:fervaﬁons;
and faithful recitals, .

Through & courfe of thirty years refi-
dence in Bemgall, my leifure hoy=T were
employed in colle@ing materim*uve to
the tranfa@ions, revolutions and occurrena
ces of that invaluable country; and the re-
ligious teriets of its inhabitants, natives of
Indoflan; which 1 flattered myfelf, when

reduced to form apd order, might prove
worthy your attention.

It is well known that at the ‘capture of
Colcutia, A. D. 1736, I loft many curious
Gentoo manufcripts, and among them two
very correct and valuable copies of the Gen-
200 Shafiab. They were procured by me
with {o much trouble and expence, that
even the commiflioners of reftitution,
though not at all difpofed to favour me, al-
lowed me two thoufand Mudrgs rupees in
recompence for this particylar lofs; but the
moft irreparable damage I fuffered under
this head of grievances, was a tranflation
- made of a confiderable part of the Shaf-
.25, which had coft me eighteen months
Layd labour: as that work opened upon me,
J ditin&®ly faw, that the Mythology, as
Wl oas the Cry}fzangy of the Egyptians,
Greeks and Romans, were borrowed from

B 2 | the
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Srides of the Bramins, contained i

the do ' 1€
copyingtheir €X-

this book ; even to the. _
ceriors of worf{hip, and the diftribution of

sheir idols, though grofsly mutilated and
~dulte=~red. But more of this in the courfe

of Ty ,nidlent work.

1 (hould in the compafs of one year more,
with the clofe application, I intended be-
ftowing on it, have accomplifhed a complete
¢ranflation of the whole Shaftab; that would,
I flattered myfelf, have been a valuable. ac-

Jifition to the learned world ; had not the
fatal cataftrophe of ffty-fix put it totally
out of my power ever to-agtempt 1t agar.

From that change in our affairs abroad,
2 new chain of puriuaits engrofied my time
and attention ; fo that I could no lopger
devote either, to the tudies I had before {o
much at heart———however, during the laft
eight months of my refidence in Bengall,
being freed from the plagues of govetn-
ment, (thanks to my very bonourable maj-
ters for 1t) 1 reaflomed my refearches with
tolerable fuccefs; which, joined to {ome m -
nufcripts recovered by an unforefeen, a id

extracrdinary event (that poflibly 1:%.3y
hereafter recite) enables me to under ke,

the tafk 1 now affign mylelt.
1

It
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- T astope T intended a much nebler enter~
tainment for my readers; but as that-is now
irregpverably beyond my reach, without
once more doubling the CGape of Good Hope,
(to which I feel not the leaft inclination)
we muft content ourfelves with ‘the~Romely
fare we have before us, ranged M&ﬂ%e&_
manner our ftraitened circumftances will
admit of——as it is effentially neceffary at
this mterefting period, that we fhould be
able to form fome clearer ideas of a people,
with whom we have had f{uch important
“tranfadtions 5. and .of whom fo ditle is truely

- ®

Having ftudioufly perufed all that has
been written of tbe empire of Indoftan,
both as to its ancient, as well as more mo-
dern ftate; as allorthe wvarious accounts
tran{mitted to us, by authors in almoft all
ages (from Arrian, down to the Abbé de
Guyon) concerning the Hindoos, and the re-
higious tenets of the Bramins, 1 venture to
pronounce them all very defe&ive, falla-
cious, and unfatisfaCtory to an inquifitive
{earcher after truth; and only tending to
convey a very imperfect and injurious refem-

o Here I would be underftood to mean the Gentoss
“7ily, now labouring under Adabsmetan tyranny, but
/. .ed, I hope, foon to feel the bleflings of a mild Bri-
ifh government,

B 3 " blance
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times have been an ornament to the cregs
tion—if {o much can with proprietybe faid
of any known people upon earth.

All-the modern writers reprefent the
Hindoo, 2= a race of ftupid and grofs Jdo/a-
ters: from the ancients indeed thefe people
met with- better treatment; although they
too, as well as the others, were equally 1g-
norant in the fubjets they treated of.

The modern authors who have wrote on
the principles and worfhip of the Hindoos,
are chiefly of the Romifb communion; there-
fore we need wonder the-lefs thut they
(from a fuperftitious zeal infeparable from
that communion) fhould depreciate and
traduce the mythology of the venerable
ancient Bramins, on fo {lender 3 founda-
tion as a few infignificant literal tranflations
of the Viedam; and thefe, not made from
the ‘book itfelf, but from unconnefted fcraps
and bits, picked np here and there by hear-
{ay from Hindoos, probably as ignorant ag
~ delves, | |

From fuch weak grounds and evidencr
as this, and by the help of a few exh. '-
tions of the feemingly monftrons idols of t’
Hindoos, the Popifb authors hefitate not tu
o ftigmatize
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fligmatize thofe moft venerable fages the
Bramins, as having inftituted do&rines. and
worfhip, which if believed, would reduce
them below the level of the brute creation;;
as every reader muit have obferved, who has
miffpent his time in the perufal of them.  In
the way of their proper calling and func-
tion, they were however right; as baving
been appointed to propagate their own
fyftem of theology abroad ; though ftrictly
{peaking, their own tenets were more ido-
latrous than the fyftem they travelled fo far
to fligmatize, On thismiflaken method and
falfe zeal of propagating any faith at any
rate, 1 beg to be indulged in making the
following general refletions, which natu-
rally arife from the fubject before us.

In the firft place; T obierve, ignorance,
fuperflition and partiality to ourfelves, are
too commonly the caufe of prefumption and
contempt of others——Secondly, That thofe
whofe knowledge. of ftates and kingdoms
extends no further than the limits of theis
native land, often imagine all, beyond 1,
{carce werth their thoughts; or at leafi great-
ly inferior in comparifon with their own; a
~amclufion natural, though abfurd-—Third-

If from clime and country, we proceed

individuals; we fhall fee the fame un-
warrantable prepofieflion, and preference to
' B 4 - felf
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felf take place; .and procesding ftill fusther
in-our refle@ions, Wmay sisidrve, the fame
confined way of thidking -z judging;
ldadéthe multitude (andF wwifh < eould fay
thé multitude only) of - eveny' pation - and
fe@ to arraign and have in-atter: detefta-
tion and.;.,.nntempt, the: religious - principles
and worfhip of -all that Wappen to be out
of the;r'pﬁ:le of  their own’ churchy or mode

of faith,

That every nation and fz& fhould have 2
high and even fuperior opinion of the reli-
gious principles, under which they were
borr and educated, is*extremely natural and
juft; provided they ‘do not; from an:imtéhn-
perate zeal of*religious vanity (now fo much
the fafhion) prefume to condemn, depre-
ciate or invade€ the teligious principles of
others—this condemning fpirit can proceed
only from: one of the -three sfollowing
caufes; a defe@ in underftanding; 2 want
of knowledge of the world (in men and
things;) or a bad (and reftlefs) heart. The
{falvation of mankind, fo. much pretended,
has no place in the wifhes or labougs of thefe
zeaiots; or they would not go about feck -
ing whom they can confound in fpirit, tds -
ftroying the peace and tranqmlllty of =it
peor fellow chnﬁlans.

Mien
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- Men who have been converfant. with: for
~ reign countries, .and made propér and benevo-
lent remarks on- the manners and principles
of their inhabhitants ; will not deipife orcon-~
demn the different ways by which they ap-
- proach the Deity; but revere it flill as a di-
yine worfhip, though -they . may . pioufly la-

ment it deviates {o much from their own.

To refcue diftant nations from the grofs
conceptions entertained of them by the
multitude, of all other per{uafions, is the true
bufinefs and indifpenfable duty of a Trave/-
lers ~or-elle his travels and -remarks, can
only amufe his readers, without COnYRyipg

to them any ufeful inftruction or folid fatis-
faction,

A mere defcription of the exterior man-
ners and religion of a people, will no more
give us a true idea of them ; than a geogra-
phical defcription of a country can convey
a jult conception of: their laws.and . govesn-
ment. The traveller mufk fink:desper in his
refearches, would he feaft the mind of an
underftanding reader.—His telling us fuch
and fuch a people, in the Eaft or: Wefl-Indses,
worfhip this ftock, or that ftone, or mon-
»tvous idol; only ferves to reduce in.our
<fteem, our fellow creatures, to the. moft
abject and defpicable point of light, Where-

as,
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s5, was he fkilled in:the langusge of the

people e deferibes, fufficiendy to tgace the

etymology of their words and phrafes, and
capable of diving into the myfteries of their
theology s he would probably be able to
evince us, that fuch feemingly prepofterous
worthip, had: the moft fublime rational fource
and foundation, | " |

The traveller, who without thefe efien-
tial tequifites, (as well as induftry and a
Clear underftanding) pretends to deferibe and
fix the religious tenets of any nation what-
ever, dithoneftly impofes his own reveries on
the world ; and does the greateft in; ry and
viglence to letters, and the caufe o huma-
nity—How far the produions of moft tra-
vellers may juftly fall under this cenfure,
fubmit to the public. -

To the want of this attention and capa-
city in the traveller, we may aferibe in a
great” meafure, the difbicable, and I dare
fay unworthy notion, we too aptly enter-
tain of moft nations vegy .remote from us;
whereas were we better informed, we fhould
find our minds opened ; our underftandings
enlarged ; and ourfelves infpired with that
benevolence for our fpecies ; without whic -
the human form becomes rather a difgrac
than ornament.

Iam

S
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I am forry to fay, that in general the ac-
counts publithed of the manners and reli-
gious principles of zbe Eaff and Wefi-In-
dies, have been in the light and {uperficial
way before objected to: but as my know-
ledge extends only to the former, I fhall
confine my remarks to them ; apd-endea-
vor to extricate them in fome degree from
the grofs abfurdities we have conceived of
them : confefling myfelf amazed that we
fhould fo readily believe the people of In-
doftan a -ace of ftupid Idolaters ; when, to
our coft, in a political and commercial
view, we have found them f{uperios to us.

Having tranfiently mentioned the #7e-
dam and Shaflab, (the Gentoss feriptures)
it is neceffary, I fhould inform you—The
book firft named, is {ollowed by the Gensoos
of the Mallabar and Cormandel coafts ; and
alfo by thofe of the Ifland of Ceylon—The
Shaftab is followed by the Gentoos of the
provinces of Bengalls and by all the Gen-
toos of the reft of India, ecommonly called
India proper ; that is to fay—the greateil
.part of Orifla, Bengall proper, Babar, Ba-
naras, Oud, Eleabas, Agra, Delby, &c. all
along the courfe of the rivers Ganges, and
£ amna, to the Indus.

Both
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Both thefe books.. contain the inflitutes
of their refpedtive religion and worthip ;
often couched under allegory and fable ; as
well as the hiftory of their ancient Rajahs
and Princes—their antiquity is contended for
by the partifans of each—but the fimilitude
of their names, idols, and great part of their
worfhip, leaves little room to doubt, nay
plainly evinces, that both thefe fcriptures
were originally one.—And if -we compare
the great purity and chafte manners of the
Shafiab, with the great abfurdities and im-
purities of the Yzedam 3 we need not hefitate
to pronounce, the lafter a corruption of the
former.—All that I need add here, 1s, that
my remarks follow the Shaflab only.

Tafte, in reading, differs as much as in
the choice of viaads. What proves a delici-
ous morfel to one, is diguftfel to another.
I was never invited to a feaft in my life,
that I did not regret the abfence. of a bili
of fare :—Therefore to fave you from the
fame regret, I here prefent you with a lift
of what is provided for your entertainment
in the following fheets, in eight courfes ; {o
that if your ftomach does not {timulate you
to tafte the whole; you will be enabled- to
fail to, on that dith, which may belt £
your appetite. -
I. Unde.



(13)

I. Under the Firft general head is con-
tained—A fhort hiftory of the fucceflion to
the empire of Indoffan, trom Aurenge Zebe
to Mabomet Shaw. This {ubject has been
already touched upon by my i -1enious friend
Mr. Fames Frofer ;3 but eing foreign to
his more immediate concern (the 1nvafion of
Nadir Shaw) he has touched it {o flightly, as
to convey a very imperfect idea of the cir-
cumflances attending the many aftonifhing
changes that happened in this fhort and me-
morable period.  Thefe particulars I was fa-
vored with at Patna, A. D. 1733, by a fen-
fible Armenian, who refided alternately at
Agra and Delby, in a civil poft of fome truft,
under the Emperors ; during the courfe of
thefe tranfactions.

1I. Tranfa@ions in the fubahdaary of
Bengall; from the period that Faffer Kban
ruled thefe provinces, to the ufurpation of
the government by Aliverdi Kban ; with
the extraordinary circumftances attending
_the rife of this laft mentioned Soubab, and
his brother Hodjee Hamet *.

IIL. A

* The world has been already treated with this
part of my fubjedt, by a gentleman in his lucubra-
tions, printed in Edinbargh 17671, under the title of
<& Reflections on the government of [ndeftan, and a fhort

“ fRetch,
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II. A fummary account of the provinces
of Bengall, (preperly fo called }) it’s princi-
pal towns ; their bearings and diftance from
cach other, and from Calcutta ; with an eiti-

mate of their revenues; and a feafonable

and perfwafive hint to the gentlemen in the
Eaft-India direGion,

“Jretch of the hiffory of Bengall, from the year 739s
“ 2 1756.” This little piece fell into my hands, about
3 year and a half after it was printed.——On perufing
it, I could not avoid being furprized at finding The
Author’s $¢ Short fketch, &c.” was taken from part of
he MManufiripts herein before-mentioned, and makes
from page 33 to 50, of his fecond epiftlesmwmThele
Manuferipts were penned by me in the year 1750, in
my paflage to Europe, from materials colle@ed abroad.,
I communicated them, during my fhort ftay in Eng-
land, to my friends, Sir William Baker, Mr. Mabbst,
Mr. R. Drakey, Mr. Davis and Do&or Campbell, ~omem
The original was loft at the capture of Calutta, but
after my fecond return in 1757, Ilearnt, a copy had
been taken of it without my knowledge, by a gentle-
man to whom 1 lent it abroad—from this copy I was
permitted to take another. How. the duthor of the Re-
flections came by it, he beft knows He honours me
in tranfcribing from it, but he would have honoured him-
(elf more, had he acknowledged from whence he took
it; and had not taken fuch fruitlefs pains to difg‘lgife
his (yet obvious) plagiarifm ; by mangling, maiming’
and curtailing my fubje@s in the manner I conceive
has done,

iv. A .
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1V. A fummidty view of the fundamen-
tal religious tenets of the Gentoos, follow-
ers of the Shaflab.

V. A fhort account, from the Shaflab; of
the creation of the weorlds, or univerfe, -

VI. The Gentoo manner of computing
time ; and their conceptions touching the
age of the worlds; and the period of their
diflolution.

VII. An account and explanation of the
Gentoo fafts and feftivals ; with a repre-
fentation of their grand feaft of the Dru-
gab : comprifing a view of their principal
idols, and the genealogy of their fubordi-
nate desties. If -the fafts and feftivals
of any nation are once clearly underftood ;
there wants little more to convey to us a
diftin@® idea of their religious principles ;
th;e one, being the only true criterion of the
otixr,

VIII. A diflertation on the Gentoo doc-
trine of the metempfycofis ; improperly called
Pythagorean, by all who have wrote on this
fabject, hitherto fo little underftood.

Having |
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Having thus fet forth my real motives
for taking up the pen again, and opened
the plan of my intended work ; I (hall here
clofe this preliminary difcourfe : the favor-
able acceptance of my labors, by the candid

public, is all the recompence hoped, or wifh-
ed for, by their

Obedient humble fervant,

J.Z. HOLWELL.

CHAP.



CHAP LI

The fucceffion of the Mogull Emperors from
Auring Zebe.

‘ N FHOEVER has attentively perufed
| ~ the hiftories of the rife of ftates and
kingdoms, muft have made this melancholy
obfervation; that the approaches to ufurped
royalty, dominion and power, are genme-
rally founded, in the firlt inftance, on the
{ubduction of every virtue from the human
breaft; as, the facred tyes of juftice, natu-
ral aﬁ%gﬁ:ion, oratitude and #7re benevolence.
A few exceptions may poflibly fubfift in the
courfe of many thoufand years, againft our
conclufion; but they are (o very few, that
we think they caunot in the leaft invalidate
our general aflestion,

The glittering profpe@s of a crown, fo
dazzle and dim the eye of cool refleétion
" and reafon, that it becomes llind to every
other confideration of humanity.

% Am-
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Ambition, or a rettlels thirft after power
and dominion, has ever been the dane of the
civil rights and liberties of miankiad; and
feems to be a paffion implanted in the original
natyre and conftre&ion of man:—if other-
wife, his condult is wholly unaccountable -
for we {ec that every individual of the fpecies,
in every rank and degiee, is grafping and la-
bouring to poflefs that which every indi-
vidual 1s {o materially concerned to pre-
vent ; zerzher of them adverting to this in-
vartable truth: That 5 who invades the
liberty, rights and property of another,
gives, at thie fame time, a4 leflon and juft
caufe for difpofieflny %mp%?fm—-Why this
eternal warfare and contention for dominion
‘between man and man, colle&ively or fe-
parately, (from his creation to this nour)
was originally fuplaited in him, we may,
in a futare diflertation, attempt to folve ;
here ‘we will only lament, that fo it unde-
niably is. |

T'he miferable effes of this fatal paflion
for rule, is no where_more ftrongly exem-
plify’d, than in the fhort recital we are
coing to make of the fucceflors of Auring
Zebe to the throne of fndsflan; to which
he himfelf did not arrive without wading
through a fea of blood, and a continded
chain of almoft unparalicl’d religious fraud,

po¥-
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perfidy and cruclty: leaving on record a
flagrant proof, That po tyes, however fa-
cred, ¥an refift, or come Ip competition
with, the charms of rovalty,  Eas bloody
example was very exactly copied by his
defcendants.

Auring Zebe deceafing the 2.1t of Fe-
bruary 1707, was fucceeded in the throne
by his fecond fon Mabemmed Mouzm for,
notwithftanding the pefitive irjunction in
Auring Zebe's laft Will, in favour of his
fon, Mabommed Azem Shaw, Nabommed
Mauzm adopting the fuccefsful example of

Aune
1767,

his father, difputed the crown with his Auring

elder brother; who, in battle near Agra,
was defeated and killed. Mabommed Mauzm
was immediately procliimed Emperor, and
affomed (among(t other titles méntioned by
Mr. Frofér) the title of Shaw Allum, King
of the 7tr/d. 1 have, in my collection,

two gold Mohurs ftruck in this Emperor’s |
Reign, Anno 1709, and 17115 on the firft

‘15 imprefled Shaw, Allum - on the other,
Babadr Shaw, The Valiant King; which

title he was, latterly, fondeft of.

His rei'gn, though extended to the term
of fix years, was unhappy and turbulent.

The fortune of war gave him the fuccetfion

to his father’s dominions; but he fucceeded
r N
¢ 2 1ot

Zf&‘j |
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not to his capacity and fame: perplexed
$haw Al with the reftlefs ambition of his four fons
s who in his life time fhewed themfelves
competitprs for his crown, he died of dif-
content and grief, Anno 1713,

~ 'Their names were, Mauz O’din, Mabor

med Azim, Raffeeil al Kaddr, and Khojifia

~ Awmo Akbter: they had heen fome years Gover-

713+ nors of diftinét provinces, and wese each,

at the death of their father, at the bead of

a puiflant army to {upport their feveral pre-
tenfions to the throne,

Mabommed Azim, being fuperior in force,
wealth, and reputation;*to tﬁc other sthree
brothers;. they joined in league againft him ;
taking the moft folemn oath on Kboran, to-
be faithful to~each wther, and to fubmit to
an equal partition of the Empire, in thirds,
as {oon as they fhould defeat and fucceed
againft their brother. .- |

In confequence of this compa&, the three
brothers united their refpective armies ; and -
a general battle enfued ; in the firlt heat of
which, Mabommed Azim was killed by the
fhot of an arrow, as he was gallantly charg-
4o 10g, on his elephant, the center of his bro-
1714 thers army; which he was informed was
COM=-
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| wzmanded, in perfon, by his eldeft bro-
th@r Mauz O’din. ’

The treafures of Muborzaed Hzim, by
the dexterity of Zulfecar Kban, an Omrah
in the interett of Mauz O’din, fell into tne
hands of the latter; with which having
privately bought over moft of the troops of
his two remaining brothers, he attacked
them on the field of battle, in violation of

his folemn oath.

‘The brothers being no ways prepared for
this f{udden, unfufpeCted and perfidious
ftroke ; were capable of making but {mall
refiftance : the elder of the two, Raffeci/ al
Kaddr, was prefently killed ; and, what 1s
worthy remark, fell upon the body of his
brother Mabommed Azim. Kbojifla Akbter,
the youngeft of the four, colleCting {fome
few of his own and Raffee:z/ al Kadar's
troops, fled towards the province of Deccan,
his government ; but being purfued and at-
tacked by Mauz O'din, thared the fame fate
with his brothers. |

Thus Mauz O'din became, like his father
and grandfather, poflefled of the throne of
Indofian, by the perfidious deftruétion of
his brothers; one circumfitance however
sight be pleaded in behalf of Mauz O’din,

| C 3 which
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which neither of the other two could lay
any claim to, —for he was the legal heir to
the crown: but it may alfo juftly be faid,
that he had vaayed and given up his legal
right, when he -=ntered into the voluntary
compalt with his brethren. He was pro-
claimed Emperor by the flile and title of
Mauz O'din “febandar Shaw, The King who

poffeffes the World; and appointed Zulfecar
Kban nis Yiar,

jﬁ‘f?ﬂ?&'dff’ was 2 weak Prince; and very
foon sfter he thought himfelf in fecure poi-

1715, {effion of the throne, be funk and loft him-

felf in the luxurics and debaucherics of the
Seraglio: fo whoily devetlng his hours to-a
famcd courtefan calied Lo/ Kafzr (better
known in Dudoflan-by the pame of Lo/l
Kooree) that he negicied every duty which

onght to diltinguith the Man, and the King.

This courtefan was of exquifite beauty,
and highly excelled as a dancer and finger,
in which profeifion the was originally bred;
befides thefe qualifications, 1t is faid, bher
converfation was engaging and bewitching.
‘The Monarch, mtoxicated with her altijre-
ments, had no will but hers: by her in-
fluence fhe filled all places of the higheft
truft and honour, with her bafe relations.
‘This infatuated condudt, brought the Em-

peor
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peror #itid Empire into the loweft con-
tempt; and gave umverfal difguft to all the
Omrahs and great officers off the kingdom

who one by one, under_yarious pretexts,
withdrew themfelves frgfvcourt and me-

ditated a favourable gonjecture to depofe
their fovereign.

Amongft the dliafﬁ:&ed were two Gene-
rals and Omrahs of t'ne court, of diftinguith-
ed charalter and U*hmity named Hqﬁzﬂz
Aly Kban ; and Abdellab Khan; brothers of
the tribe of the Seyds, for whom Mabame-
tans bear a relmous veneration.  Thefe,
concert with othcls of the Cmrahs, deter-
mined to raife Mabommed Fyrrukbsir to the
throne ; and fuddenly, at the head of a
chotce body of troops, retired towards Ben-
gal, where Furrukhsir then refided.

This young Prince was the fon of Ma-

HAuno

lommed Azim, already mentioned, and ne- 1715«

phew to the Emperor; he had refided fome

years at Dacca, (then ihe metropolis of

Bengal) by the appointment of his grand-
father Shaw Allum, where he was fo much

*loved, that the inhabitants of that city,
,to this day, in their common {ongs lament
"his tate, with tears; and celebrate his me-
mory. |

C 4 thn
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 When Furrukbsir firft received advice of
Shaw Allum's death, and the fatal cata-
ftrophe of his tather and uncles; he with-
drew from Dacca ; knowing his uncle, Fe-
bandar, would niver think himfelf- fecure
on the throne, whit (s near a pretender tg
it was in being. M .ch perplexed, and ir
refolute what courfe to take, as he was at
the head of an inconfiderable, but faithful
body of horfe, retiring-out of the province,
he was met by exprefs meflengers from the
revolters; urging his immediate advance to
Patna in the province of Babaar ; where on
his arrival he was received by Seyd Ho/fax
Aly Kban, Seyd Abdallah Khan, and "other
principal Omrahs and Officers; who in-

flantly proclaimed him Emperor of I-
doftan. |

On the firft news of this revolt and com-
etitor, the court was ftruck with 2 panick ;
gut the Emperor, buried in the embraces
of his beloved I.¢// Kcoree, treated it as an
impotent attempt hardly worth his notice
contenting  himf{7If with fending his fon
Eas O'din, at the head of 15000 horfe, to
fupprefs him; with orders to bring the trai

tor’s head. |

Exprefs after exprefs arriving with ip-
teiligence that Lurrukbsir's  party gained

ftrengtl
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firength every hour ; and that he was in full
march towards Agra ; the Emperor re-in-
forced his fon with a large Lody of troops,
wnder the joint command of his Vizir Zul-
Jecar Kban, and his favouvrite Gokuldas Kban
- between whom there fuofifted much private
jealoufy and enmity, .
/
Furrukbsir had by this time drawn to- Anns
gether a refpe@able army; and thought 1715,
himfelf ftrong enough to quit Patza ; which
he accordingly did, and by forced marches
advanced as’far as Chrvalram .in the pro-
vince of Eleabas, where he was metby Eas
O'din, at the head of his 15000 horfes
This young Prince, after a fhort conteft,
perceiving the f{uperiority of the enemy’s
forces; thought it advifeable to retreat to-
wards Agra, which he did in good order;
and in a few days was joined near Agra by
the troops, fent by the Emperor under the
command of the Vizir and Gokuldas Kbhan,
to reinforce them : here it was refolved to
wait the approach of the enemy, for which
they did not wait long ; and a general battle
quickly enfued. | |

,-i'l The Emperor’s forces, by the advice of
Ziulfecar Khan, were formed into three di-
vifions, The center was commanded by

- Eas
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Eas O’'din ; the right by Gokuldas Khan ; and
the left by Zaltecar Khan.

Furrukbsir (bierved the like divifion of
his forces. He give the command of his
center to Seyd Hoflen Aly Kban ; the right
to Seyd Abdallel Phan; and led on the
left himlelf ;5 preferung this, as the potft
of the greatelt 110110!; becaufe 1t was the
polt of greateft dange-, as being oppofed
to Gokuldas Khan ; who commanded the
right divifion of the Emperor’s forces; and
was Juftly efteemned the moft confummate
general and intrepid foldier in the Em-
pire.

Mr. Frafer in his fhort narrative inti-
mates, that the Emperor was in perfon 1n
this engagement ; but herein his intelhgence
deceived him : for it is a known fa&, that
he was never roufed fo far from the lethar-
gic pleafures he was immerfed in, as once
to quit the Seraglio; and indeed the flat-
tering informations that were hourly con-
veyed to him of the "defeat of the rebels,
by Lo/l Kooree (who dreaded his abfence)
prevented his ever beftowing a thoﬂ?hl;_
that way ; until it was too late to think >t
it to any purpofe. But to refume outr {uH~
1ect.

The
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The battle was fought w'th great obfti-
nacy and gallantry on both{des.~—Wonders
are recorded of the ipiritedyactions and per-
fonal bravery of FEas (ein and Goluldas
Kban ; and not lefs rq;;nrted of the valour
of Furrukbsir, and Ceyd Hoffan Ay Koan
but the decifive {trokc of victory was given
by Sevd Abdallab Kfan : this General, ob-
{ferving the Vizir djaw off and retire with
his divifion, wheel=d and vigorouily attack-
ed Eas O'din in flank ; whilft he was hard
prefled in front by Se d Hoffan Aly Kban,
Eas O’'din at the fame tlme learning that the
brave Gokuldss Kban was killed, and his
right wing deteated by Furrukbsir ; a gene-
ral rout foon followed.— Fas O’(Zz}z elcaped
with difhiculty from the battle; and by a
change of {wift horfes reached Deibv where
in the prcﬁnce of his father, he died of his

wounds 1 an hour.

Furrukisir prudently ordered the troops
to be fpared in the purfuit. This clemency,
and the addrefles of {fome emiffaries fent
among{t them, Operated {o ftrongly on them ;
that, to 2 man, they revolted from the Em-

;T)/eror and joined Furrukbsir : whofe tri-
I‘umph on this happy fuccefs, was greatly
abated by the abfence and f{uppofed death
of Seyd Hoffan Aly Khan. Short fighted
morstal ! little dld[’c thou at that time know,

1 that
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that thou wert regretting the lofs and life
of the man, v'ho in a very thort period
would deprive tliee of thine own !—A large
reward being proiifed by the Prince; and
fearch being made; Seyd Hoflan Aly Kban
was found amongft the {lain with figns of
life, and his recovery effeted.

'The treacherous ccndu& of the Vizir
Zulfecar Khan, it was fa.d, proceeded from
cowardice, and refentment at Gokuldas Khan's
being joined in the command with him
{a fource from which the greatelt defigns
have often proved abortive.) When he re-
tired with his divifion, he made the beft
of his way to Delby ; where, foon after, the
arrival of the unfortunate Eas O’din, too

lainly fpoke the deftiny of the Emperor

is Father.

Some feeble attempts were made to raife
frefh troops, and put the city in a pofture
of defence; but the fudden approach of
Furrukhsir, put a period to every hope,
"The Emperor, his uncle, fell into his hands
without refiftance. His head was imme-
diately cut off ; and his trunk being fixed u} -
on an elephant, was expofed round the city,
His Vizir, Zulfecar Kban, was tied by the
feet to the tail of the {fame elephant, and

dragged until he expired : a death cruel,
alig,
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and efteemed the moft difhonourable that
can be infli¢ted upon a criminqll ;- but {carcely
fevere enough for that minifier who facrifices
the intereft, and caufe of his King, to hisown
private refentments. He—vas little lament-
ed; for by his mal-adiminiftration, whilft
Vizir, he had acquired the univerfal hatred
of the people:

Mauz O'din febynder Shaw thus falling  Ame
a facrifice to love-and indolence ; Muabom- M:_j::f
med Purrukbsir was proclaimed Emperor of ,.q Fus
Indofian, without oppofition. The firft alls rekbsir.
of his government confifted, in rewarding
thofe who had raifed him to the throne.
He appointed Seyd Abdallah Kban his Vi-
zir 3 and Seyd Hoffan Aly Khan his Bukfb,
or Pay-Mafter General, with the title of
Emir al Omrab; (The Prince of Princes)
and beftowed upon him the government of
Deccan ; fuitably rewarding the other Om-
rahs that had rendred him fervice.

But before we enter on the reign of Fur-
rukbsir, we beg to be indulged a few words
on the late murdered Emperor Febander ;

whofe charaCter very minutely refembled
jtnat of the unfortunate and licentious Ro-
mman, Marcus Antonius.

He
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crown : who (with a very few exceptions}
were intirely devoted to their intereft.

Furtukbsir very foon faw, and felt his
defpicable ftate™~f dependance ; but could
not eafily forget, how much he owed to the
fpirited conduct and! friendfhip of thefe am-
bitious brothers. F'e patiently fubmitted to
the many indignities 1e labored under : with-
out meditating any thing againft them ; the
hife and crown they had given him, he knew,
{till depended too much on their will and
difpofal : he dreaded their power, which in-
decd was greater than any fubje@s in this de-
fpotic gevernment can pofiefs, with fafety to
their Prince ; or than can be confiftent with.
his honor.

Wearied at length, at finding himfelf
this cypher of a King ; he nobly determined
to free himfelf from the fhackles with which
he had been bound fo long ; by having both
the brothers aflaflinated at the fame time :
Abdallab Khar .at Delby ; and Hoffan Ay
Kban, as he was upon hjs march to his go~ |
vernment at Deccan ; where he was going
to difpoflefs Nizam ol Muluck. |

A defign, {o complicated in its natuss
could not be carried on without being com-
municated:
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municated to many ; amongft thefe the Em-
peror chiefly infrufted and depended on the
two Omrahs, Kbondoran Kbas, and Mbir
Jumla, for the execution of it ; they being-
almoft the only two officers about the court,
who had been negleéted by the powerful
oeyds.  Khondoran was fufpected of betray-
ing the wholé to Abdallab Khan : whether
this was the fa&, is uncertain ; but it is very
certain, both the brothers had carly intelli-
gence of the defign againft them ; and de-
termined to have the ftart, by depofing the
Emperor.

The Vizir immediately withdrew from
court; fent exprefs upon exprefs to recal his
brother; and put himfelf at the head of a
body of troops, whofe commander he was,
by virtue of his pott.

Furrukbsir finding his intentions againft
the Seyds difcovered ; had recourfe to diffi-
mulation : He fent his mother to the Vizir;
charged with his folemn proteftations of the
falfhood of the information the Vizir had
received 5 and with profeffions- of -inviolable
friendfhip and affeétion intreating, that he
would retarn to court; and contradit any
advices he might have difpatched to his bro-
ther. | |

| D The
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- The Vizir having no room to doubt-#f
his intelligence of the Emperor’s projeted
affaflination, returned for an{fwer~—That, as
-a mark of the fincerity' of his, profeffions,
he thould difcharge his guards and {fervants;
and {ubmit to receive fuch as he, the Vi
zir, thould think proper to place about him.
This hard condition the Emperor abjeétly
and unadvifedly confented to; and the Vi-
zir, contented with this fecurity, waited the
arrival of his brother, without proceeding
further. ‘Thefe events fell out about the be-
ginning of the year 171g.

Seyd Hoffan Ali Khan returned - at  the
head of a ftrong body of horfe, immediately
on the receipt of his brother’s- letters ; and
arrived at Delby the 14thof February 1719 ;
where after a"fhort conference with the Vi-
zir, and Ajeet Singh (Mabab Rajab, and
father-in-law to the Emperor) and with
feveral principal Omrahs j they all proceed-
ed to the apartment of Auring Zebe's
~ daughter in the cattle of Se/imgur ; and de-

- manded the delivery of. Raffers! al Dirjaat,
(fon of Raffeci! al Kaddy, third {on of Babadr ™~
‘Shaw) a youth about :7 years of age ; pio-
ciaimed him Emperor of Indsftan ; andiwore
atleziance to him.

Pro-
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Proceeding thence to the palace with their  Jure
new King, as foon as they came into thc"}e%t?faz
prefence of Furrukbsir; the Seyds upbraid- Dirjaats
ed him with -perhdy and ingratitude ; and
Ajeet Singh, with the breach of his coroha~
tion oath ; in impofing the Jefcrah (or. poll
tax) upon the Hindoos : they then divefted
him of his {word, and enfigns of royalty ;.
and, with little ceremony, informed him-
they had raifed Raffeci/ Dirjaat to the throne;
to whom they forced him to pay obeifance ;

and then imprifoned him in a tower over

The day after his imprifonment, he was
milerably deprived of his fight. On the
fecond, he attempted to finifh his torments
by a dofe of poifon ; but it proved ineffectual ;
on the third day, the Vizir {ent execationers
to ftrangle him : butas foon as he felt the
cord about his neck ({till wretchedly defirous
of life) he interpofed his hands, and forcibly
broke it ; dragging on, thus, a miferabie
being, until the next day, the 24th Febru-
ery 17193 when hewas at laft ftrangled, af-
ter a reign- of little more thane four years.
M. Frafer fays, feven ; but this cannot be;
for, by his own account, Auring Zebe de-
cafed in the beginning of the year (707
his fon, Shaw Allum, reigned fix years ; thag
is;<to the beginning of the year 1713. Far-’

o | D2 rukbsir
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rukbsir was murdered in the beginning of the
year 1719 ; -fo that if his fucceflion had
been uninterrupted, it could have been no-
more than fix years: but the intervening
reign of his uncle, Mouz O’din Yebandar
Shaw, who fat on the throne 18 months, re-

duces the reign of Furrukbsir to four years
and fix months. - |

The Seyds finding they had miftaken the
genius of the young Emperor Dirjaat,
(whom they had raifed to the throne in pre-
ference to his elder brother Raffeeid at Dow-
lat, as judging his youth would be more -

Ane fubfervient to their views)“toak him off by

R%:?fia! poifon ; when he had reigned about three

Dowlar. months : and raiied to the throne his eldeft

,aw Je- brother, juft abovementioned, who aflumed

" the ftile and title of Shaw Fevan, (King of
the World.) L |

The brothers, intoxicated with their ex-
cefs of power, began by various ads of
oppreflion to create themfelves enednies from
all quarters : the univerfal Hatred of the
people, for sheizr repeated gnurders, co-opera-
ting with the envy of the principal Rajabs
and Omrabs, (who could endure no longer
to fee the Seyds engrofs wholly a power 4z
authority in the Empire, which they them-

felves
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{elves wanted a fhare in) a powerful party
was now formed againft them. |

At the head of this confeceracy were Sa-
vejee Feet Singh, (more commonly known
by the name of Rajab Faij Singh) Gopaus
Singh Bowderee, and Chivalram Roy; all
puiffant Rajahs, The firft named being he-
reditary governor of the fortrefs of Agra.—
Here it is appofite that we recite an anec-

dote of this empire, which is not generally
known. -

When the Hindoo Rajahs, or Princes of
Indofian, fubmitted to Tamerlane ; it was on
thefe capital ftipulations: That the Empe-
rors thould marry a daughter of Rajab feet
Singh’s houfe : that the head of this houfe
thould be, in perpetuity,” governors of the
citadel of Agra ; and anoint the King at his
coronation :. and, that the Emperors fhould

never impofe the jefferah (or poll tax) upon
the Hindoes. -

Thefe three powerful Rbaafepoot Rajabs, Ao
with fome difcontented Omrabs, withdrew. 1719
themfelves ; and aflembled together in the

*_neighbourhood of Agra : and, on the firft
intelligence of the murder of Rafee:! Dir-
jaat, releafed (from a forty years imprifon-
ment in the cattle of Agra) Nicosir ; a fon

D j of
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of the great Ekhbar ; and proclaimed him
Emperor : ard raifed a refpectable army to

Afupport their eleGtion againft that of the
Seyds, 'in favor >f Shaw j’fba?: o

- On the firlt notice of this. form:dable
tompft!to: Seyd Hoffan Ali Kban ‘was dif-
patched at the hcad of forty thoufand hotfe
towards Aygra; and was met, within four
miles of that city, by Nicosir’s forces, under
the command of Feet Singh: who puttmg
himfelf at the head of his Rbaafepoots, in-
trepidly cha-oed Seyd Hoffan Aly Khan's army.
A long and bisody conﬂlét enfued ; wherein,
at laf¥, Ncos?r's forces bétan "6 gWE Tway ;
when the Rbaafepoots, by_ the example of
their Rajah Feer Singh, difplayed the yel-
low ﬁmf (the Rbaafepoots fignal for con-
queft or death) by which means the battle
had a fudden wrn. Hoffan Aly Kban's trtx;?
ftruck with terror at feeing that dreaded
nal, and the fury with whlch the Rbaafepoots
returned to the charge, foon tuined " their
backs and fled ; difregarding as well the he-
roic, example, as menaces of their General 5
who, finding all endeavours to rally them
fmltlefs, madc the beft retrcat he cmﬂd with
them,

Shaw Feban wifely proﬁung by tht: crmr |
| whi-;.h had proved fatal to Mauz Odin; 1n a
ﬁtua-

Y
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feuation fimilar to his own; immediately
took the field with the Vizir_Seyd Abdallab
Kbhan : and with a large and chofen body of
men marched to fupport and re-inforce Seyd

Hoflan Aly Kban.

_ "This General, in his retreat, or rather flight,
ﬁad been vigoroufly purfued by Rajab feet
Singh, and his nominal Emperor Nicostr ;
follicitous, if pofﬁb]e, to prevent his vnion
with Shaw Feban and his brother ; who were

rr -

(they had learned) on their march to- his
fuccour.—In this judicious intention they
failed ; for Hoffan Ali Kban, with his beaten
troops, joined the Emperor before the Rajah
 could overtake him. Both armies being
greatly harrafled with their fevere marches,
the decifive battle, which was to determine
the pofleflion of this mighty Empire, was
delayed until the next day. o

: ﬁ@ﬁ&rz _Jﬂf Kban, 1t was faid_,_,_ fcle&cd, the
evening befote the battle, a body of 2000
horfe ; compofed all of fubaltern officess ;
to whom he gave {trict command, that they
thould -pay regard to nothing elfe in the ap-
proaching engagement, but the catting off,
or taking prifoner Nicosir, Of feet Stngh.

"The battle began foen -after {up-rife ‘the
& PExt morning ; and- was .fought with in-
| D 4 . credible
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tredible fury and obflinacy, for the fpate of
three hours ¥ bat, at length, the party abeve.
mentioned fo well executed what they had
in charge, that they took Nicosir prifoner |
which being im mediately knaﬁiﬂdm his Party;
they were (oon after defeated, or rather put to
fight : for in thefe eaftern battles, if the Prige
¢ipal on either fide is killed or taken- prifonef,
there is ai 6ﬁd'generally to the CONte{t,mmraas
The iffue of this battle, which was' fought
about the middle of June 1719, on 't &
plains of Fatteabad, put Sbaﬁ}--yfﬁéag.in trana
- quil pofleflion of the Empire.

The Em peror pave Niroifs twﬁu&e of
death, or lofs of fight: he preferred the lat.
tery. which Was executed on bim in the field
of battle ; and he then was conducted. back
to-his prifon at' Ayrg ; 4 melancholy vickim'
to the ambition of ethers,

recoveged Agra; and was {oon after -récon
ciled to the King and admitted to favour
conformable to the fteady policy of this go-
vernment ; in keeping a° good underftanding
with the principal Rajahs 5 and mere tipe-
cially with the head of this houfe; who is
¢ver tapable of riiflng and fordenting g very
formidable party, upon any intended fevos

- - lutiony
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lution- i this defpotic and precarios. mo-
nanhy

Shaw Feban lived not long to enjoy his
high digsity ; for he died a natural death,
foon affer his return to Dd@, towards the
latter end of the year (710. Happyl we

may {gy, i havmg made this quiet and eafy
exit ; for had he difcovered a with to make
hlmfelf a Km% indeed ; it is more than pro-
babl®, “he' would have thared the fame fate
with his three prcdgceﬂ"ors

“is death, for fome days, was concedled
y . the fingular, addrels of the ‘Seyds ; and
H’ﬂmz Al Kbﬂﬂ on.the night that Séﬂg?
Feban_ deceal-d, prlvafe]y fet ontwith
{mall, but fele@ party of howles b Agra,
where he publlfbed bls death: and, withithe
participation of the Mbaabak Ra_]ah Savajee
Feet Singh immediatsly préclaimed Mabom-
med Shaw, Emperor of Ind:flan ; 'who was:
by the Ra_]ah anointed accordingly.  Mabom-
- med Shaw was the .only fon of Kbhgiftah
Akbter, before mentioned ; the youngeft fon
of Shaw Alium. Soon afte.r, the Vizit amd*®
the other great officers of the crown a.mvﬂd'--
.at Agra, to pay their fubmiffion to the new "
‘Emperor ; and were all confirmed in- thei:
pofis.

- Mea-
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Mabsmmed Shaw was foon convinced,
by the firft niovements of the Seyds, that
though-he was raifed to the poffeffion of the
enfigns and exteiiors of royalty ; he was in
effet little better than a prifoner of Qate ;
whillt the two brothers exercifed the un-
controuled authority they had fo long and
{uccefstfully ufurped. He did not want
- courage ; but plainly faw their power was
too great to be attacked by open force : he
thercfore wifely, for fome time, diffembled
his fentiments and refentments ; until he
could form a proper judgment who, amongft
the Omrahs and officers, were truit worthy ;
and 11 whom he could with {afety to hime
felf put a perfect confidence.

It was not long Dbefore his penetration
pointed out the perfons he fought for, Ma-
bommed Amin Kkan, Heydr Kuli Kban, and
Kendoran, all Omrahs of the firft rank, he
was well affured, were inveterate, though
concealed enemiies to the Seyds ¢ to thefe Om-
rahs thercfore he ventured to open himfelf,
about the middle of ‘Seprember 1720 ; and
moft pathetically lamented his abject depen-
dant ftate, under the tyranny of the Seyds s
imploring their affiftance to extricate and
frec him; themfelves 5 and his people from
their ufurped power.

! This



( 43 )

‘This overture from the Emperor met
with a warm reception from the Omrahs;
they {wore fidelity to him; and he, on his
part, {wore that Muabommed Amim Kbhan
thould fucceed to the Vizirut; Kbondoran to
the Mbir Bukbfpi; and be created Embur al
Omrab: and that Heydr Kuli Kban, (who
was at this time General of the Ordnance)

-thould obtain the Soubahdary of Abmeda-
bad. _

Thefe preliminaries {ettled ; and the fide-
lity of thefe Omrahs fecured, more by .
making it their own intereft, than from
any attachment to the royal family; a fa-
. vourable occafion was only wanting: and
the Seyds themfelves contributed in fome de-
oree to their own downfal,—for now the
meafure of their iniquity was full,—too
Jong had they reigned the oppreflors of their
Kings, and of the people.

The firft a&t of the Seyds power, after
the acceflion of Mabommed Shaw, : was to
oblige him to deciare Nizam al. Muluck a
traytor; and demand his appearance at
court, |

Nizam had been long obnoxious to ...t,h'e.
~ Seyds : the infurrection raifed by Rajab: feer
Singh 1n favour of Nicosir, had prevented

their
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their looking towards him fooner; but
now, having fixed Mabowmed Shaw on the
* throne, ey deternined to {upprefs him.

Nizam, well knowing there was no me-
dium between death and the jealoufy of the
Seyds, in place of paying obedience to the
royal mandate, killed the gurfburdars (mef-
fengers) that brought it: advanced - from
his government of Malva to Eugon; where
he feized the royal treafure: from thence
he penetrated into Deccan, the government
of Seyd Hoffan Al Kbhan; attacked the ca-
pital of the province and took .its affumed
the Soubathip ; and fending bfs Neabs, or
deputy governors to every part, difplaced
thofe of Hyffan Ali Khan; and treated even
his women with great indignities, After
thefe exploits (to which it was faid he was
privateiy-infligated: by ‘the Emperor, pur-
polcly ‘to exafperate the Seyds) he wrote the
moft fubmiffive letter to the Emperor; exte-
nuating and palliating the neccflity of a
conduct, to which the tyranny and injufs
tice of the Seyds had drove him.

On news of the outrages' committed
by Nizam in the Deccan, the Emperor put
on 2 well diflembled rage; and fwore by
Mahomet, he would take the field againft the
rebel himfelf, This refolution was the refult

of
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of a private conference with his affociated
Omrahs; it being judged, the firft neceflary
ftep for the reducion of thefe dangerous
brathers was, to feparate ‘hem: accordingly
the Emperor ordered the Vizir Seyd dbdal-
lab Khan to return to Delby, to {uperintend
the civil adminiftration; and preferve the
peace of that city during his abfence: and
himfelf, with Seyd Hoffan Ali Kban, and
the reft of the Omrahs, took the field on
the 28th of Seprember 1720, with a royal
and pdwerful army, for the pretended re-
du&ion of the rebel Nizam al Muluk.

The Emperor made a long march that
day towards Deccan, and encamped late 1n
the evening. Here the means for affaffi-
nating Seyd Hyffan Ali Kban were adjufted
by the three Omrahs, to whom the King
left the execution of this important event :
- they found it neceflary now to difcover their
defign to “fcveral other Omrahs, who they
knew had been deeply injured by the Seyds,
and were as inveterate as th=mfelves. Amongit
thefe, one Hyddr Kbhan, a {mall Munfub-
dar of diftinguithed courage, was pitched
upon to perpetrate the deed ; and as the at-
tempt muft be attended with apparent ha-
 zard to Hyddr Kban, Mabommed Amim
Khan, and Heydr Kuli Kban, to encourage
him they folemnly engaged to be at hand

| ~ with
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witlr 1 fele& party to refcue him from the
rage of Hoffan Al Khan's followers.

Early the next morning the fignal was
made for decamping, and Seyd Hoflan went
intc the Emperot’s tent to pay his obeifance
and receive his orders ¢ all the Omrahs and
officers, as cuftomaty, were round his tent
Hyddr Kban placed himfelf at the door with
a petition in his hand : as foon as Seyd Hof~
Jan came out of his tent, and had feated
himfelf in his pallenkeen, Hyddr Khan pre-
fented his petition ; and whillt Seyd Hoffan
was attentively perufing it, the affaffin ftab-
bed him with his kunjaar {dagger) ‘between
the neck and collar bone, of which wound
he inftantly expired.

. Notwithftanding the folemn engagement
to relcue Hyddr Kban, it was judged expe-
dient to facrifice this daring man, that his
death might blunt and fatiate, in fome mea-
{ure, the wrath of thofe guards who were in -
immediate attendance on the General's per-
fon; by whom Hyddr Xkan was affaulted
with the utmoft fury; and though, draw-
ing his fcymitar, he defended himfelf with
aftonifhing bravery for fome time; yet, over~
owered by numbers, he was cut to pieces.
Rleverthelefs the tumult raifed about the body
did not ceafe, until Mabommed Amim Kbhan,
| Khon-
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Khondoran, Heydr Kuli Kban, and their troops
came up to quell it. The Emperor mount-
ing his elephant and caufing proclamatiorr to
be made to the army, that the Embir 4l Omrab
killed by his order, the confufion {ubfid-
edm-€xcept in one quarter ; where five thou-
fand troops, commanded by Fieratt Kban,
nephew to the deceafed General, breathed
nothing but revenge: between thefe and the
royal troops a fharp confli¢t enfued, in which
“many were killed (on both: fides) among(t
whom was a fon of Mabommed Amin Kbans
but Fieratt Khan falling by an arrow dif~
charged by the King, (who it was faid emp-
tied three quivers in the engagement) the
reft called for quarter,

The Emperor proceeding to the tent of
Seyd Hoffan Ali Kkan, fat upon his elepbant
and faw the foldiers, by his permiffion, plua-
der it of a khorore of Rupees*. The
jewels, focund there to an equal amount,
were appropriated to his own ulfe. |

Mabommed Shaw. fenfible that but half
the work was done, whillt Seyd Abdallah
Kbhan farvived, immediately direGed his
march towards Delby; declaring Mabommed

- Amim Kban Vizir, and Kbhondoran, Embir
el Omrab, o

* One Million Sterling. .
/2
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Abdallab Khan was not far from Delby,

when an exprefs from Yeratt Kban overs
took him, advifing him of the tragical death
of his rother : "ie faw his own danger, and
inftantly difpatched a trufty officer with 3
party of horfe to that city, with %o
return  immediately with ' Switan Ibrabim,
younger brother of the Emperars, Raffeci/ af
Dirjaat, and Raffees! al Dowlat. The of.
hcer executed his commiffion with great
celerity ; "and being returned with- Sultan
Iorabim, Abdallab proclaimed that young
Prince Emperor of Indoflan : then putting
himfelf at the head of ‘a numerous army,

he marched back to meet Mabommed Shaw.

The two armies met the latter end of
Qltober, Anno 1720, and a bloody battle
enfued. F7éory food doubtful a long time,
to which fhe fhould give the day; but
when Abdallab was on the verge of {natch-
Ing a certain conquefl, a feafomable re-if-
forcement turned the iffue in favor of the
Emperor: for during the heat of the en-
gagement Divbabady (nephew of ___Cgfwalmﬂ;
Governor of Eleabas) arrived with a frefh -
body of traops ; thefe affaulting the rear and
flank of Abdallab's army with the greateft
Intrepidity, a total defeaf and rout foon fol-
lowed, Seyd Abdallah Kban was taken pri
loner ; the Emperor {pared his lifé, in con-

fideration
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{ideration of his owing him the crown hé
twore; but condemned him o perpetual
imprifonment (as recited more minutcly by
Mr. Frafer) fequeftring his vaft pofleflions
and wealth to his own ufe.

Thus fell the Seyds Hojfan Al Khan,
and Adallab Khan, by a reverfe of fortune
too common to be very remarkable. The
wonder is, that they fhould have mamtain-
ed themfelves fo long (in this defpotic and
violent goverriment) in a degree of abfolute
power and authority, hardly equalled in fto-
ry; and that, during the reigns of five fuc-
ceflive Emperors, four of whom they tber-
Jfelves had placed upon the throne.

The laft decifive ftroke put Mabommed
Shaw into the quiet poffeflion of the Emi-
pite of Indeflan. A long peace enfued;
and the Emperor gave a loofe to the 1n-
dulgence of his natural propenfities, which
centered only in the exceflive ufe of wine,
women, and hunting, Toevery thing elfc he
“bécame regardlefs: the reins of govern-
ment in time f{lackened; confufion in the
Empire followed: every Omrab was plan-
ning for himfelf; and none thought of the
public. 'Thefe univerfal diforders endanger-
ed, in confequence, the health and well-

L being -
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being of the ftate; and paved the way for
the invafion of the Empire by Nadir Sbﬂw,
in the year 1738; (fo accurately inveftigat-
ed by Mr. [rafer] which was brought
about by the intrigues of Nizam al Mulluck.
-'This minifter, after the redu&ion of the
Seyds, was {oon taken into favour, and con-
firmed in the government of Deccan; or ra-
ther maintained himfelf there by his own
firength, as an independant fovereign,

My readers will eafily perceive, that in
the foregoing recital I have followed the
thread of Mr. Frafér’s concile narrative;
and have only deviated from him in thofe
parts, where my materials afforded me
fuller intelligence ; and in variety of tran{-
actions WhICh he (obvioufly) thought Iay
out of the way of his main oljeét: his
intention being, very evideatly, no more
than to give a connefted catalogue of the
Mogulls from T7mur Lung ; (7 amarlam }-and
at the fame time to convey a {light view
of the progrefive {tate and condition of the
Empire of /ndoffan. as neceflarily prepara-
tive to the period of Nadir Shaw’s invafion’
of it; without embarrafling himfelf with
-any more of the particular circumftances
~attending the facceffions, than were con-
fitent with, and 1mmcd1ate]y in point to

his
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his defign. All that I with or hope for
from #his production is, that it may be
efteemed an illuftration orly of that inge-
nious and learned gentleman’s work ; com-
prifed within the fpace, from Auring Zebe's
demife, to the reduction of the Seyds, -

E 2 CHAP.
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CHAP I

Tranfailions in the Subahdary ¢f Bengal,

Jrom the year 1717 to the year 1750,
anclufive.

UR prefent fubjet calls us back to
the reign of Furrukbsir, when Faffir
Klan, an Omrab of great confideration and
intereft at court, ruled thofe provinces with
a rod of ron. His name, to this day, is
- rem®mbered with deteftation; to fill his
coffers, he inflicted the moft cruel punith-
ments. on the Rgrabs and Zizindars, by
ways and means unheard of, and unknown,
but in this Ealtern government. He alfo
highly opprefled the, Europeans fettled ir
thefe parts; vyet, notwithftanding his very
mal-adminiftration, he had the addrefs to
obtain the governments of Babar and Orif-
Ja, united with that of Bengal in his per-
{fon ; which ever before had been diftin& and
{eparate Nabobihips.
With
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With this new acquifition of power, he
removed from Dacca; which, until that
time, had been the chief refidence of the
Soubahs, to Morfhadabad ; aad this city now
became the capsral of the provmces.

Yafftr Kban had a favourite daughter,
whom he married to Soujab Kban, a native
of Delby ot fome diftinction; this perfon
was appointed N7ab, or deputy governor of
Orifla, when Fajfir Kban changed the f{eat
of his chief refidence, and quitted Dacca.

Soujab Kban, by his marriage w1th the
Soubah’s daughter, had two ions born to
him ; the eldeft named Maobommed Tukbet
Iibafz the younger Stffraaz Khan. The
firft had conftantly refided with his father
at Cuitack, the capital of Oriffa, and the
other, with his grandfather at Morfhadabad.

Yaffir Khar's fondnefs for S_::Lfraaz -
Kbhan was {fo prevalent, that when he ob-

tained an order from ccurt for Sowjab
Khan’s {ucceeding him in the Soubahihip;
he procured at the fame time Suﬁmz
Kbhan to be appmmud King’s Dewan of the
pmmnces in prejucice to “the juft preten-

‘1ions of his elder brother, Mabammf’d Takbee
Kban.

E 3 | This
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This ill-judged mark of affe@ion and
preference in the old Soubab, was the eaufe
of declared and unabating enmity between
the two brothers; though s effect, pro-
bably without #bat canfe, would have na-
turally refulted from the difference of their-
genius and difpofitions; aGtuated by the dif-
terent examples they had long before them,
in the father, and grandfathet.——Soujask
Kban was bold ; rigid in government; but,
withal, complaifant and affeCionate.— M-
bommned Tuklee Kban was brave and gene-
rous; delighting in the exercifes of a foldier,
and the art of war——Yaffir Khan was
nveterate ; avaritious; and a monfter of
cruelty ——Suffrias Kban was Impetuous,
overbearing and vindi@ive ; and as he had
been a ftranger to contradiction from his
infancy, fo in-his more advanced age, he

could not bear it in the leaft degree, even
from the mouth of wifdom.

4re Inthe year 1725 Yaffir Kban deceafed,

1725. to the general ioy of the provinces; and
Sougab Kban, haftening to the capital, took~
upon him the government. In the journey, he
wasaccompanied by Mzbommed Tubbee Kban,

When the brbthers met, the embers of .
difguft and hatred, which had been only
{mothered by abfence, now burft into a

2 flame,
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flame, that had well nigh confumed them
both ; had not the prudence and authority
of the Soubah interpofed; who, finding it
impofﬁble to accampli{h a reconciliation be-
tween them, refolved to part them; and
immediately appointed Mabammed Tukbee
Khan, his Niab of Oriffa;. with orders, to
{et out the next day for his government.
There in a few months he died univerfally |
lamented. His death gave his father the
deepeft forrow ; for he loved him with a juik
and truely paternal tendeérness.

On Sowjab Khen's fixceeflion-to the go-
vernment, he releafed all the Rajabs anc.
Zenmindars that had been imprifoned by his
faiher-in-law ; and eafed them of fundry
heavy taxes and impofitions, that they had
heen loaded with. Calling them all before
him, he enjoined them to attend carefully
o the cultivation of their lands, and the
improvement of the manufactures : affuring
them that, in future, they fhould he exempt
from the feverities they had juffered under
SALE predeceﬁbrs: remminding them, that as
they themfclves had long felt the hand of
opprefiion ; he depended 1t would be a lef-
{on to them, not to opprels the tenants  de-
Jpendant on them. Then with aperemplory
tone telling them, that if any were found
deficient in thew annual payments, their
r 4 lands
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fands fhould be taken from them, ang gives

to others; afterwards he gracioufly difmiffed
them to their_ cefpedt difiris.

ooujab Khan taking into confideration the
fmall ftanding force of the provinces, that
yntil his time never exceeded the number
of five or fix hundred horfe ; determined to
enlarge it to as many thoufands, which he
foon accomplifhed. He then made {undry
regulations refpeting the trade of the pro-
vinces, both inland and foreign ; cafting his
eyes particularly o the BEuropeans ; and . at-
tentive that they thould not clandeﬁine!y par=
take of greater immunities and .advantages,
than the terms of their Lbirmaunds, or grants,
gave them a title to,

"To this end,-he encreafed the number of
Chowkee's (or places for the receipts of cuf-
toms) to twenty, upon the feveral rivers ;
whereas, befere his government,- there were
only two ; Buxfb Bundar, and Azimgunge.

This wife and folid condu@, had it’s natu-_
ral and proper effects; the provinces foon wore
3 different face ; commerce and manufactures
touriflied ; and in a very few years he was
enabled greatly to increafe the royal revenue,
and flipulate to pay into the royal treafury
annually, one Khorore, one Lac, one thou-

fand
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fand one hundred and one ficca Rupees 5 over
and above forty Lacs of Rupees, annually
remitted to court, to different Omrabs re-

fiding there, on account of their Saghir

lands. In confequence, his intereft at court
was {trengthened ; himfelf eftablithed 1n his
government ; and the fucceflion, by grant,
fccured in his family.,

Having brought the Soubah  Sowjah
Kban to this happy and honourable period;

and given a general view of the ftate of

‘thefe opulent provinces; we next propofe
to trace the caufes, circumftances, and. pro-
grefs of an extraordinary ufurpation of ‘this
government, in the beginning of the year

1742

Though the ambition, avarice, ingrati-

tude, treachery and violence of two artful

adventurers, were the feemungly apparent
caufes of - this ufurpation ; yet, withcut
other co-operating incidents, thofe (too
common fuccefsful auvxilizries in the Inva-

~fion of right) would have proved  inet-
fectual.

The fecret {prings of the above-mentioned
~incidents, were known but to few; and

we venture to aver, were never put together
before the penning of the manuferipts, A. D.

17505

Arno.
1 ? Sﬂi
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1750 ; alluded to in the preliminary dif-
courfe to this wark ; from which manuofcript
the author of the Reflections, as before re-
marked, difingenuoufly took as his own,
what he calls his ¢¢ Short {ketch of the f-
““ tory of Bengal, from the year 1739 to
¢ the year 1750%.”

Alverdi Kban and Hodice Hamef, were
brothers ; natives of Tartary ; and fol-
fowers of fortune. In this pur{uit they ar-
rived at the court of Delby, about the
year 1721 ; and put themfelves under-the
proteGtion of the then Vizir Kbondoian.
In their genius and qualifications they dif-
fered extremely. 'The elder, Hodjce Hamet,
was of a cowardly, but deeply intrighing
difpofition ; wel} fkilled in political learning ;
and a profound judge of the nature of man-
kind, With thefe talents, he poflcfled not a
fingle moral principle, capable of imped-
ing them in their full career ; ana therefore
became every way qualified for the tranfac-
tions of zhis Eaffern (or indeed any other)
court,

* For he recites the fame chain of falls as they ftand
in the manufcript, with little variation, except the poor
difguife of, here and there, a different mode of exprefs
fion ; interfperfed with a few trite reflzéirons, which are
purely his own. We thought this note highly neceflary,
left we fhould incur the undeferved cenfure of retailing,
at fecond hand, the labors of another, -

Aliverds
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- Aliverd? Khan was bold and daring ; bred
¢o arms ; and fkilled in all the duties of a
{oldier ; enterprifing ; of ready underftand-
ing ; and naturaliy virtuous and honorable ;
until thefe amiable qualitics were perverted
and tubdued, by the inftigations and ewil
counfels of his brother ; and his other ta-
lents were made fubfervient to Hamet’s am=

bitious views of aggrandifing their oblcuge
ﬂlmily.;‘

Hodjee acquired this title from his hav-
ing in his carly years mede a pilgrimage to
Hodge, (or the tomb of AMahommed at Mecea. )
A duty which the Kberan unpofes on every
Muffelman once in his life, either in perfon
or by proxy; and he who performs 1t in
perfon, thereby obtains, for life, the hono-
rary appellation of Hodjee; and is much re-
verenced by the true believers.

It has been confidently aflerted, and as
currently believed in Bengal, that Hodjee
Hamet had been preferred at Delby, to the
“poft of mafter, or keeper of the crown
jewels: with the moft valuable of which
it was faid he eloped, and afterwards fanc-
tified this theft by a pilgrimage to Mecca.
But, upon the ftricteft enquiry, we pronounce
this report an afperfion of his enemes ;

having the beft authority for faying, ncither
of
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of the brothers appeared at court before the
year 1721 :—but the improbability of the
fa&t fpeaks it a calumny—their original ob-
fcurity is allowed on all hands; can it then
poilibly gain credit, that either of them
{hould be preferred to a poft, which is ufual-
ly beftowed on one of the firft Omrahs of
the Empire ?

But if we fhould admit (what alfo has
been afferted) that Fodjee was for a fhort
fpace in the fervice of the kegper of the
crown jewels; and mlght have it in his
power to commit the theft alledged againft
him ; yet the fatt remains equally impro= -
bable : for can it be believed that after fo
atrocious a crime, both the brother {hould
obtain the patronage and recommendation of
Khendoran 2—Which they certainly brought
with them to Cuffec (the refidence of the
Nabob Sezjah Kban) nno 1722.

Mo On their arrival, they were taken into
¥722,  the fervice of Sojan Dowla, as immediate
attendants on his perfon: Hudjee, in capacity”
of his firft Kgimusgar (or velet) and Al-
verdi, bis Chilum Purdaar (drefler or rather
keeper of his fmoaking pipe) with the ad-
ditional pay and denomination of a feapoy,

or foot {oldier. .
| Theig



( 61)

Their rife from thefe menial flations was
rapid, but not aftonifhing; in a country
where fuperior talents ever-make their way
to {peedy promotion. The Nabob very
foon difcovered in Hodjee an extenfive ge-
nius and underftanding in men and things-;
and Hodgjee, as foon found out the great, and
almoft only foible of his mafter ; which was
an ungovernable appetite for variery of wo-
men.

Hogjee benefited himfelf of this ruling
pafiion; and by indefatigable attention and
induftry out-ran even the Nabob’s “defires.
—The compiler of zbe Reflections fays,
Hodjee proftituted, ¢ and made a facrifice of
““ his own daughter to his mafter’s loft:”
we confels we never heard of it before ; be
this as it may, it is moft certain that
Hodjee by indulging and feeding this paffion,
quickly gained an afcendant over his maf-
ter; and Had the difpofal of all places of
fmall importance ; and as he was obferved
to be the growing favourite, all fuits and
“petitions were preferred through his media-
“tion.

Alrverd]  Khan's  extraordinary military
genius did not efcape his mafter’s notice.
He was foon promoted to be Yemmautdar
of the Nabob’s foot guards; and not long
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after preferred to a command of horfe, at
the interceffion of his brother.—~The ryling
paffion of Houdjeg, was an unbounded thirit
of riches; but whilt he labored -to extend
his influence over his mafter, as conducive
to the fatisfying this vice; he was ever
watchful and attentive, that his brother’s in~
tereflt went -hand in hand with his own.

To thefe ends, he daily made himfelf
more and more ufeful to Soujah Kbhan: and
being well verfed in the erts of financing,
and the invention of ways and means, his
importance was confirmed : (this being the
moit uleful and effential duty of a minifter
in the Eaff, as well as in the #¢f.) He was
alfo an exquifite and penetrating /py upon
the actions of all the Niabs and other offi-
cers employed under the Nabob; with
whom he fecretly planted his own emifia-
ries ; {o that nothing was tranfatted in any
part of the province of Orzjja, that his

mafter had not the moft early intelligence
of, |

The government of Indgflan is perhaps
the only government in the world,. where
the charaer of a /Py 15 not attended, with
reproach, and infamy: here it is honour-
able and dignified. The Emperor and all the
Soubahs of the provinces entertain an offi-

cer
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cer with this title, who is always a perfon
of confideration ; but like Sazan he 1s more
generally feared than loved. Hodjee pof-
{efled not the title of the Nabob’s "Hircar-
rab, (fpy) but he virtually was fo; and by
this practice, did not a [ittle gain upon his
mafter’s confidence, and thereby {moothed
the way to defigns, which about this time,
Anno 1724, began to open upon him s

though he yet concealed them even from
his brother.

The influence and power of the two
brothers acquired new f{trength every days
in fuch fort, that at the clofe of this year
they had gained a full dominion over the
actions and inclinations of the Nabob : who
at this period fucceeded to the government
of the three provinces by the demife of the
Soubah Faffir Kban, as before recited in the
formes part of this chapter. The brothers
attended him to the capital, where the {cene
of a&ion became enlarged and more ade-
quate to their different, though equally en-
terprizing fpirits. Hodjee Hamet was loon
declared prime minifter ; and Alverd? pro-

moted to a command of horfe of the firft
diftinétion.

The firft judicious movements made by
Soujah Khan on his coming to the Sou-
bahfthip,

HAnne
1724

Huno
1725,
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bahthip, (already recorded) were, it was faid
the refult of the falutary councils of Hodjes
}Imf:ez‘.-;-:But if we admit the fa&, let us not
too haftily conclude that this advice flowed
from any principle of affe@ioft to his tmaf-
ter, or regard to his honor; or from a com-
miferation of the fuficring Rajabs : no, thefe
worthy confiderations were foreign to his
heart, as appeared from the whole tenor of
his future condu@®. The moderate councils
and meafures adopted by the Soubah, raifed
the credit of the miniffer only, who (by re-
ports of his emiflaries difperfed about the city
and country) had the fole honor of clemency,
ftrictly due to the Soubah’s goodnefs of heart ;
who always thew’d an averfion to the prac-
tices of his predecefior. |

The minifter by this artful procedure
gained many friends ; and by fecret ftipula-
tions with the enlarged Rajabs,. he filled his
own coffers, to the injury of the public
revenue. In the degree that the miniftér
gained credit and infloence in  the provincés
—the Soubah f{unk in-the opinion of the
people (a very natural confequence) and
refting fecure in the fuppoled integrity and
extenfive abilities of Hodjee Hamet, he
abandoned bimfelf to the full enjoyment of -
his ruling paffion ; and the government, to the
- abfolute difpolal of the minifter ; who with-
Oue
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out controud, put in; put out; removed 3
difplaced, "and preferred to every poft of
profit, whomfoever he pleafed. And by this
traffie he foon acquired immenfe wealth
taking care to keep his mafter buried in
fenfuality ; ftill fupplying the flame that had
pofleffion of him with freth fewel; ran-
facking the provinces, and obtalnmg (no
matter at what price} the moft beautifol
women that could be procured to anfwer his
purpofes: and it was confidently (and we
believe truely) faid, that he carried his pan=
derifm fo far, as never to appear at the Sou-
bah's no&urnal levee, without forrthig of
this kind in his hand ; formed to attract and;
engage his attention.

Whilt Hodjee Hamet was thus employed
in eftablifhing his own power-and fortune,
and blinding the Soubah during the firft three
or four years of his government; his bro-.
ther Abwerdi- Kban begen to think himiclf
neglected ; but Hodjee foon convinced him
of his miftake.

Hitherto Alverd? had not, in his own
perfon, acquired any confiderable luitre, €x-
cept from the light thrown upon i, by re-
flection, from his brother’s being the minifter.
In his military capacity he had indeed a
few opportunities  given him of . fhining

| - F alone,
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alone, both at Orjffla and Bengal, juft fuf~
Bicient to gain the-belief of his being an in~

trepid- officer T but now the time was come
to bring his.talefits upon the ftage in 2 more
«confpicuous view ; an occafion offering, for

- which- his brotifer had with impatience long
walted,

Fha . ' ; " ‘ '
:;;;. Having for fome time lofk fight of the

Soubah’s only - furviving: fon Suffreaz Khan,
we here think it neceflary to bring him to
the remembrance of the reader, by a flight
mention of him. His chara&er has been
already delineated : he poffefied the poft of
King's Dewan, by-appoiniment fipm court,
and was fucceflor apparent to the Sonbah-,
1hip : he had long looked with an evil eye
on the growing power and influence of
- Hodjee Hamet, which he thought beeame
pregnant with danger, both to his father
and bimfelf-—but he had not ‘the_means of
reducing it. The impetuofity of his temper
burft forth fometimes in abufes, and.in infults
to the minifler:- who bore themm with pa-
tient fubmiffion: but heavy refentment from
the Soubah, againft Eis’?bli, zlways foliow-"
ed {uch abufe. The crafty Hodjee treafured
them up in his memory, for a future rec-
koning; he daily inftilled into the ears of
the Soubah the many cxtravagancies his
{.n was guilty of ; which had too muche
truth
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seuth for their foundation ; but if that Had
not been the cafe, the Soubah was too ready
to liften to any thing to his prejudice ; for
he loved him not—ever fayinig that his un-
bridled infolence occafioned the lofs of his

favorite and beloved fon Mabomined Tukbee
Fhan. “

Anno 1729; the Nabobthip of Pafna be-
coming vacant, Hodjes, without appearing
in it himfelf, influenced the thien reigning
favourite miiftrefs of the Soubah (who wis
~deeply in his intereft) to folicit it for his
brother ;; who was dtcordingly the next
day nominated to that government. Szy‘-:-
fraaz Kbar apon this appointment, had the
courage to tell his father in public Dwa-
bar, * he was warming and cherithing two
<« {nakes, that would {ting him and his’ fa-
¢ mily to death.” The Soubah ordeted him
immediately to be taken into cuftedy; but
by Hodjee's artful interpofition he w:s ap-
pealed.

The following night, the brothers held
long and private conference ; to which feve-
ral Rajalis and officers 1n their confidence
were admited. Here the wicked plan
of Aljverdi Kban's government was fettled,
and he departed the next day for Patna;
where in a few days he arrived, and put in

¥ 2 . eXecu-
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execution the political maxims and inflrucs

tions he had received from his brother.

-~

The.exploits of the firft fix years of his
government—that is from the year 1729
to the year 1735 _inclufive, were thefe fol-
lowing. By force, treachery, craft and

policy, he fubdued moft of the Rajubs of

the province of Babar ; fome, by the bafeft
diffimulation and profeffions of friendfhip,
he drew to Patna; were he murdered them
and {eized their poffeflions; as the brave
Sonder Shaw, &c.——~—He then carried his
arms againft the Chukwaars, a brave and
warlike Genfoo race, who poflefled a tract
of country oppofite Mongheer ; up ‘the river
Samboo : the prince or Rajub of this country
had never paid tribute, or acknoWleged any

A{ubjection to the Soubahs of Bengal ; or in-

deed to the Mogul himfelf. He laid every
thing that pafied on the river, by Mongheer,
under- contribution’; and put ‘the Bhiropear
fettlements to an annual heavy expence of a
large armament, to efcort their trade to, and

from Patna. -

The old brave Rajahﬂ of thefe people

(who had many times fought hand to hand,
with the intrepid commander of Gli'r"ii'aops,
Major Hunt) deceafed, in the year 1730 ;
and was fucceeded by his fon, a youth of

i
» i,

feven- ~
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feventeen. Thig ,young prince, intimidated
by the examplzs made of feveral of the
Babcr Rajahs, alter a fhort Eiftance {ub-
mitted ; acknowledged allegiance to the Em-
peror ; and {ubjeClion to the Soubah. Awn
annual tribute was ftipulated, and regularly
paid for four years—a fpot was fixed on, five
miles from the mouth of Samboo, and thifty
from the capital of the Chubwaars; where
the prince every year met the Nabob's of-
ficer on a certain day : the one to pay; the
other to receive the tribute ;-and it was agreed
that they fhould have only thirty atten-
dants cn each fide.

The twentieth of O&ober (Anno 1735)
was the day of payment; at which tme
the Englyh army, under the command: of
commandant Holcombe, lay encamped in
Mongbeer grove, with the company’s trade
for the Pa¢na fatory.——At eleven in the
forenoon, we ‘obferved a boat, which had
come out of Samboo iver, making. for
Patna : the commandant difpatched two
light pulwaars after her, with orders to
bring her to———imagining fhe had a cargo
qof. fifr———:the boat being brought to, and
laid alongfide the commandant’s budgerow
—Guefs, reader, our aftonithment | when
in place of a cargoe of fifh, it contained a

I3 cargoe
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This confirmation of the ingratitude and
treachery of the fwo brothers ftruck deeply
to the heart oy Sowjab Kban. He had,
however, the refolution and pradence to dif-
guife his fentiments ; knowing their power
was too great to be attacked openly; or ca~
pable of being reduced by any weapons, but

thofc of diffimulation and craft. By the af-

fiftance of thefe, he planned, and was juft
on the point of executing, a f{afe and cer-
tain revenge on both the brothers; when
death put a period to his intentions. It
1s more than probable, that Hodjee, who
ftill preferved his influence in the Seragiio,
received intimation by this channel of the
Soubah’s defigns ; for his death was fudden,
and judged to be by poifon.

His fon Suffraaz Kban immediately fuc-
ceeded his father in the government of
Bengal and Oriffa ; as well as in his refent-
ment to th¢ brothers. |

- Independant power, ouly increafed the
bad qualities, which had already taken too
deep pofleflion of Sufraaz Kbhan : his ex-
cefles 1n {pirituous liquors and women,
werc~tsond controul and example; his
infolence and impetuofity of temper be-
came intolerable to all about him; his
principal officers were treated wih infult(si
_= ~ an

Anne
1738,
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and indignities: moft of thefe had been
difgufted with the family for the preference
given o Adizverdl Kban,/in the governa
ment of Patna though ]fyfwe' could not
lay this charge asainlt Suffraaz Khan.

There then refided at Ris court a Gentoo
named Alum Chund, who had been many
years Dewan to Seujalb Kban; by whom he
was much revered for his greatage, wifdom,
and faithful fervices. Thls minifter was
the only man who had courage and honeﬂy_
enough ‘to attempt mﬂiammﬂ the extrava-
gances of Suffraazx Kban ; duty he thought
owing to the memory of his late maﬁer.f_
He accordingly, with the greateft circum-
fpetion and humulity, and with tears in
his eyes, reprefented-to him the fatal ten-
dency of his condut, which if not changed,
mufl inevitably eftrange the hearts of the
few remaining friends to his houfe ; and at
the fame time favour and promote thﬂ evil
defigns of his enemies.

Suffraaz Kban, inftead of profiting by
this wholcfome remonftrance and admoni-
tion, highly refented his pre{umption ; and
ever after trezted him with great m@ﬁs
and contempt; and ther‘(eby loit the heart
of the only man in the provinces, who by
his fince:ity, capacity and authority, was

capable
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capable of 'countera&ing and fruftrating the

pernicious machis{é’zions of Hodjee and his
brother. |

Though Suffraaz Kkan™Gid not imme-
diately degrade Hodjee Hamet from the poft’
of prime .minifter { yet he took every op~
portunity of fhowing an Inveterate hatred
to him. In public Durbar he commonly
called him by the appellation of, ‘¢ His
« father’s pander,” and treated him with
fuch infults and indignities, that he feldom
frequented ‘the Durbar; being ill- able to
brook fuch treatment in a place where he
-had for fo many years been accuftomed to 2
degree of deference and refpect, equal to
his mafter. Nor is it much to be wondered
at, that he fhould meditate vengeance, when
a fair occafion offered: this he was not long
without ; for Sufraaz Kban's own folly and
rathnefs {unplied him with the means, and
gave him a nearer, and more encouraging

profpe&, . of an event which he for fome
time paﬁ:‘ had in view.

A few months after Suffraaz Kban came g,
to_thg government, he threw a difgrace on 1739

Futtuah Chund’s houfe, which laid the foun-
dation of his: prebipitatg fall. The faét,
though well known to a few, was only
whifpered, out of refpect to the pawer and
| | | credit
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credit of that family, ‘which had maip.
tained, even from the “reign of Auring
ZLebey 2-chara@ér of dift‘nguithed confide.
ration; from Furruksbir, Futtyah Chund
recetved the uile of Jaggaut Scet; and
might be juftly efteemed the greateft ban-

ker, and mott opulent fubje@ in the.
world, |

He had about this time married his
youngeft grandfon, named Seer Motk
Koy, to a young creature of €xquifite beauty;
aged about eleven: years. The fame of her
beauty coming to the ears of the Soubah,
he burned with curiofity and luft for the.
pofleflion of her; and tending. for: Fagrous
Seet, demanded a hight of her—The old
man (then compleat fourfcore) begged and
intreated, that the Soubah would not ftain
the honour and credit of his houfe ; nor load
his laft days with thame ; by perfitting in
a demand which he knew the principles of
his caft, forbid a.compliance with. |

Neither the tears nog remon{trances of
the old man had any weight on the Sou-
bah; who growing outrageous at the refu-
fal, ordered, in his prefence, his houfe to
be immediately furrounded with a body of
horfe; and fwore on the Kboran, that if he

~ complied in fending  his grand-daughter,

that
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he was aCtuated by another, yet more pre-
valent one, the further 1ggrandifing his fas
mily ; the hopes of which he had hitherto
only feun a¢ a diftance ; but now thought the
conjuncture favorable for carrying his long
projeted plan into execution: which was
to cut off the fon of his late mafler; friend
and benefactor ; and plale his brother .zﬂz-
verdi Kban in his ftead.

Hua}ee loft no time in procuring .a pric
vate conference with the difaffeCted Seess
and . Alium Chund ; in the courfe of which he
reprefented in the moft lively manner, the
“ apprelﬁon and extravagant government of
‘ Suffraaz Kban; and that nothing but the
‘“ moft deplorable confequences to the pro-
« vinces could be expected from fuch an
¢« unbridled and “tyrannic difpofition
¢« that if he.already treated with fuch in-
+«¢ {ults and contempt, thofe for whom his
« father had the higheft veneration and
‘¢ friendfhip—what might not others dread
““ from his futere violences?” He then
expatiated on, and with bitter exaggeration
painted their own particular injuries; which
‘had all the effe@ vpon them that he mtght
naturally expect or conld with, ___ -

L |

He fuffered not their refentment to cot:ﬂ

but fupported this con ference with many
2 others..
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others : and the 1.nanimous conclifion of
the triumvirate v-as; < That none could
«¢ be fecure in their lives, honour or pro-
« perty, whillt Suffraaz Kba.~ emained
¢ invefted with the Soubahthip.”—— Hodjee
managed the paflions of thefe men with
fuch art and addrefs in the promotion of
his own views———that they themfelves
fir(t propofed, ¢ his brother Akverdi Kpan,
«« a5 the only one capable of refcuing the
« provinces from apparent and 1nevitable
¢ ruin.~~—That he thould be immediately
« advifed of their fentiments, and intreated
«« to concur with their hopes by preparing
¢« for a {fpeedy march nto Bengal, to take
“ gpon him the government.”

Hodjee, with expreflions. of gratitude for
their favourable opinioa.of his brother, con-
{ented to their propofal with a well diffem-
bled reluétance; declaring, ¢ nothing but
¢« the neceffity of the timey and the peril
<« of the country could have influenced
« him to meditate aught againft the {on
¢« of his late malter.”

It being objected by Faggaut Scet, that
ap_intercourfe by letter with Alverdr Was
liable to accident and difcovery; 1t was on
further deliberation refolved, that Hodjee
thould repair to Patna, where he could better

inform



( 8o }

/

inform his brother of tle flate of things;
and benefit him by bis co wncil at this criti-
cal pertod: but gs his fudden 4nd private
retreat fruas eourt would raife a fufpicion
in the Soubah,- that fomething was in agi-
tation again{t him, Alum Chund and “fag-
gaut Seet engaged to make his departure an
alt of the Soubah’s own weaknefs.

The plan of operations being thus agreed
on, their next ftep was to engage in the
con{piracy the Soubah’s Tope Khonnah De-
rogher (or mafter of bis ordnance) with
feveral other difaffeCted officers, which was
very {foon accomplithed. st was a.{aying
of a great and brave king, ¢ that one drop
“ of honey caught and engaged more flies,
“ than a ton of vinegar.” Suffraaz Kbhan,
in place of {weetnels ‘of difpofition and af-
fability, unhappily fubftituted a morofe,
fevere and infolent carriage to all- around
him ; which (at this moft important junc-
ture) left him not more than two or three
officers of any cosfideration, who bore the
leaft attachment to his perfon, family, or
government.

Matters becoming thus ripe for ewecu.
tion ; Hodjee began to grow impatient for an
Interview with his brother; and urged the

| promile
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promife made to him by Allum Chund and
Jaggaut Seet, of- procuring his difmiffion
tfrom the capital. - -

Thefe embraced the fir® opportunity,
when the Soubah was, according to cuftom;
reviling Hodjee (then abfent) in public Dur-
bar 5 to reprefent to him, ¢ that it was a dife
¢ grace to his court the fuffering Hodjee to
*“ appear there, confidering the infamous em-
“ploy he bore under his father.—Drive
““ him (continued they) from your prefence,
"“ court, and city ; and let him go to his
“ ungrateful brother.” This council being
echoed and applauded by the Tape Kbonnak
Dcrogher, and others in the confederacy :
the unwary Soubah inftantly fent an order
to Hodjee Hamet to quit the provinces; who,
not thinking it prudent to wait for a fecond
order, departed without delay; and made
the beft of his way to Patna, where in a

few days he arrived with fome of his faith-
ful attendants.

Suffraaz Kban, by this falfe ftep, depriv-
~ed himielf of the great fecurity he bhad in

his hands y for the good behaviour of A/i-
vemd=Kbasz, swhofe ambition, he had caufe
~epough to think, would not {top with the

Nabobthip of Patna ; depended npon the
detention of Hidjee. :

-

0 Ca
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" On Hodjee's arrival at Patna, he pa'inted
the whole condué& of the Soubah in the
moft - hideous colours : he employed his
whole art and eloquence in the exaggera-
tion of the “indignities. himfelf had en-
Jured : he told his brother that he might
reft affured ¢ Suffrasz Kban could never
«« forget, nor forgive his obtaining the go-
<« yernment of Babar, independant of the
« Soubah{hip, whereby fo large a portion
e« of the revenues was lopt from himfelf
« and family: that he was, from good au-
«¢ “thority convinced, the Soubah only wait-
« ed a favourable gccafion to cut him off,.
« and feize and reunite his goversment to
<« the Soubahfhip ; to which purpofe he
« knew he had forwarded "difpatches to
« court.—That he had gone too far to ftop;
« that Suffraaz Kban was univerfally de-
« tefted in the provinces; and finally that
¢ no fecurity for hinfeif and family remain-
¢ ed, but in afluming the wiole Soubah-
«« dary, which hc might do with very little
¢« difticulty.”

- Hodjee then opened to his brother, the
- progrefs he had made in this neceflary ftep

. below ; recited the feveral coniereptcs~he

had. with the Seers and Alum Chund; and
the refult of their deliberations ; recounting
| at
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at the fame time th: names of the Soubah’s
officers, who had ceclared themfelves wholly
devoted to his premotion to the tbrone.

It was f{aid ; Akverd? expretied much
compunction on this overteie’s being firft
made to him, to difpoflefs the fon of his
mafter and benefadtor : but if we form our
conclufion from his AfHons, both antece-
dent and fubfequent to this period, we {hall
have no foundation to encourage our belief
in that report: forif hg really had at firft
any fcruples to combat with ; it is certain
he very foon fubdaed them; and determined
to march into Bengal ; of which, full advice
‘was immediately difpatched to -their confe-
derate friends there. | -

It was however thought eligible, that
Suffraaz Khan fhould be lulled into {ecuri-
ty ; to which end, Aliverdi (at the time he
was levying additional troops) wrote the
“moft fuﬁm'ifﬁve letter to him,——¢¢ affuribg
¢« him he was as much the f{lave of his
¢« houfe, as he was in” the time of his
¢ father: humblv intreating his permiffion
<« to throw himfelf at his feet, and plead
¢« the caufe of his unfortunate brother ;
-who, he had with grief learned, had in-
¢ carred his difpleafure ; hoping- by his

o | - 2 ¢ per-
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« perfonal fapplications, his unhappy bro-
¢« ther would be reftored to the Soubah’s
¢« favor *.”

He departed from Patna the latter end
of the year 1741, at the head of about
30,000 horfe and foot ; leaving his brother
Hodjee Hamet, his Niab, or deputy gover-
nor of Babar. We will leave Aliverd? on
his march, and return to the court of the
Soubah.

Suffraaz Khan had fiill about his perfon
 three officers of diftin&ion, that remained
faithful to his intereft——theugh from dif-
ferent motives : their names were Muffas
Khooli Kban, Goas Kbhan, and Banteer At
Kbhan; (more commonly known by the
name of Baaker Al Khan.) The ficft, was
married to a fifter of the Scubah, and ap-
pointed Nabob of Oriffa; for which go-
vernment he was in a few days to fet out,
with a {mall body of treops.———His in-
tereft conne@ed him firmly to the Soubah,
on-whofe well being his own fortunes de-
pended. -

* This was the fpecious pretext publickly avowed
for Aliverd’s march into Bengal, which e begairfeon
after the difpatch of the above letter, and before he
could poffibly reccive any reply to it.
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The other two had been proved faithful
fervants to Soujab Kbhan ;5 and were attached
to the prefent Soubah, more from princt-
ples of gratitude, honor, ana affeétion to
the memory of their old msafter, than to
any love they could poffibly bear to him-
{elf—they fupported the charatter of brave
officers ; were in confiderable commands
under the Vice-roy ; and, in truth, were the
only perfons in his court, for whom he ob-

{erved the leaft refpect or regard.

Thefe officers, after the departure of
Hodjee, had received imperfect intelligence
of the frequent meetings of FHodjee, Fag-
gaut Seet, and Allum Chund ; which they
ventured to communicate to the Vice-roy :
intimating, at the fame time, their opinzon
or fentiments, that fuch meetings, compofed
of perfons, which they feared were difaffet-
ed to his government, called for his atten-
tion; and advifed the immediate feizure of
the Seets, Allum Chund, and the command-
ing officer of the artillery. But Suffraaz
Khan, doomed to deftru&tion, hearkened not
to thefe faithful admonitions, which he treat-
ed as idle apprehenfions, without any real
foundation ; thinking them friendly endea-
vours only, to draw him from his pleafures;

G 3 which




which befe faithful monitcrs had before ate
tempted, but in vain. | |

By this fatal delufion, the Soubah loft the
only opportunity "of exerting that power
which might have {aved him from approach-
ing ruin : for the bo'd ftef advifed by Goas
and Baaker Khans, of {eizing thole heads of
the confpiracy, would have ftruck terrorinto
the whole party ; and effeétually put a ftop
to Aliverd?s intended invafion ; and probably
a period alfo to his hopés.”

Aliverd;  Khan © foltowelahe. letter he
wrote the Soubah, with fuch expeditidmey
that he gained the pafs”of ~Siclyesily; and
entered Benoal before the leaft intimation of
his departure from latna had rcached the
court of the Soubah.
 The pafs of Sichgully divides the pro-
vinces of Bengal and Babar; is of conii-
derable lenpth, and only about ten to
‘twelve feet wide; fituate on the top of a
mountain, with a fteep aicent both ways.
"The courfe of the pafs is N.urth and South ;
flanked to the W fflwardby an impenectrable
wood ; and to the Eaffward by the prin-
gipalk'branch of the river Ganges. ‘Thus
circumftanced it was capable of being de=

fended
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fended by a fmall number of men; but it

was left unguarded by the infatuated Suf-

fraaz Kban; and without auy defence at
all. |

Aliverd? knew the importance of this
pafs ; and therefore determined, by forcea
marches, to gain the poflefiion of it, before
it could poflibly be put in a ftate of de-
fence {ufficient to oppofe his entrance into
Bengal. This he accomplifhed as above, and
found it neceffary to halt for fome days to
refreth his fatigued troops,

On the firft advice that the Nabob of Patna
had paffed Siclygully; the court of the Soubzh
was fruck with the deepeft confternation ;
every one feeing further into the confequen-
ces of his approach, than the unhappy and
thort-fighted Suffraaz Kban: who having,
at firft, no conception, that Alverdi was at
the head of an army ; expreffed only high
rage and relentment at his daring to enter
the province without his permiffion.—DBut
when, foon after, Goas and Buaaker Kbans
informed him of ‘the number of troops he
had with him and that they were con-
vinced (by intelligence from {pies they had
placed near his perfon) the defign of Ah-
werd? was to depofe him; 1t is impofh-

" G4 ble
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ble to paint his fury.—— He immediately
fent for Faggaut Seet, and Ailum Chund,
and demanded of them ; how they dared
fuffer fuch a body of troops to enter the
province, without giving early notice of
it ? averring 'hat he knew fuch a ftep was
not taken without their privacy and coun-

{el,

The accufed, who expe@ed this attack,
came prepared 5 having previoufly concerted
their replies, left they fhould have been
{eparately examined — - They fuffered the
Soubah’s rage to expend itelf in words,
and then {ubmiffively affured him < That
““ had there been the fmalleft foundation
“ for the belief of the reports falfly {pread
“ of Alrverdi Kban, they would have been
“ the firft of his flaves to advife him of
““ his danger.—That the forces of Alverds
* were greatly exaggerated by fome evil
““ minded people near the Soubah’s perfon,
““ who were declared enemies to Hodyee's
““ houfe. me——r That their intelligence (on
““ which they could depend) f2id, he was
“ only accompanied by his common at-
““ tendants, and a {mall guard to defend
“ bim apsinft the petty Rajahs, and free-
““ booters of the mountains,———That they
‘“ were themfelves perfe@tly fatisfied, the

‘“ conduét
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« condul of Aliverdi was greatly mifre=
« preferted ; and that his oply defign was
¢« to throw himfelf at the Soubah’s feet,
« and plead the caufe of his unnappy dif-
s graced brother Hodree Hamet.”

To corroborate this fpecious and deceit-
ful harangue, they each produced letters
from Aliverdi, and from other {eemingly in-
different perfons in his train, calculated pur-
polely to fupport the deceptions; which
being compared with others, wrote to the
Soubah from Siclygully, he was thereby
again lulled into a ftupid fecurity; and was
influenced fo far by the combined traitors,
as to cenfure Goas Kban, and Baaker Al
Khan ; as aiming to ftir up troubles and a

war in the province, that they might bene-
fit themfelves in the confufion.

We left Aliverd? Kban to the Soutbward

of Siclygully pafs, halting to refrefh his
troops after their fatiguing march.—Here

he met with an impediment, that was well

nigh making his whole fcheme prove
abortive.

His principal Jemmautdaars, officers and
foldiers, had been promifed four months ad-
vanced pay, (befides their old arrears) and

4 a gra-
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a gratuity of three Lacs of Rupees, as foon
as.they entered. the province of Bengal.—
The Jemmautduars, in a body, prefented
themiclves before the Nabob; and demand-
ed the promifed pay and gratuity for them-
felves and their people ; declaring if it was
with-held from. them, they ‘would not
march a foot further.

This demand threw Alverd? into the ut-
moft: perplexity, "as knowing-his inability
to comply with it.. For, what with the
large bribes remitted to Delby, for the pur-
chafe of his independant government of Ba-
bar.;.-and what with ofher ¢onfidesable fums
juft difburfed, to corrupt and keep firm the
principal cofficers in the fervice® of the “Sbu-
bah ; his coffers were drained, and at a
very low ebb, o

- However, without difcovering the dif-
ficulty he was under, he with his uvfual
dignity, and a voice of authority,  order-
¢ ed them to withdraw, and wait without,
“ and they thould be fatisfied.” Then
calling ‘a private Durbar, confifting of his
Dewan Chinkumumnny, and a few of his
chief confidants, he informed them of
- the demand of his Jemmaautdaars, and re-
prefented in lively colours, ¢ the rifgue

¢ himfelf
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i Himfelf and they ran, of being deliver-
¢ ed up to Suffraaz Khan, unlels fome.
¢ expedient was devifed 4o raife to the
¢« amount of three Lacks, wit. which he
¢« Joubted not to quiet them for the pre-
« ent.’ To this the Dewan replied, the
whole fum in his hands did not exceed
45000 Rupees; and that he knew of no
means of raifing mor¢.—-

This unfavourable report of the Dewan,
proved a fevere thock to Aliverdi and his
- dherents.—Vartous alternatives .were (as
ufual in thefe cafes) propofed, without any
having the appearance of fucceeding:
amongft the reft, it was firenuoufly urged
by the Dewan, that an exprefs fthould be
fent to Faggaut Seet; but this was oppofed
by the Nabob,—who afferted, “ fuch a de-
¢ lay would prove fatal to the whole en-
¢« terprize.’—And he was juft on the point
of refolving to retreat with thofe troops he
~ could depend on; when the evil genius of
Suffraaz Kban, 1n the perfon of one of
Aliverdr’s tollowers, conciliated all matters
by a device, which merits being particu-
larly recited.

There were two brothers, merchants of

Patna, well known by the names of Omy
Cbund,
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Chaund, and Diep Chund: the former of
thefe new attcnded the camp, and was ge-
nerally of Aljverdfs private councils; and
much in his confidence.

- One of the occupations of this Omy
Chund was, to advance occafionally ready
fnoney to the officers and foldiers at a very
high premium; this is an allowed practice
in all Eaftern camps, and poflibly, at leaft
for aught we know, it may be the prac-
tice in the Weftern alfo~~i<<however, the
greatnefs of the ri{que certainly juflifies the
Jargenefs of the premiym; for the repay-
ment not only depends upon the lives of the
borrowers, but aifo upon their {uccefs.

Omy Chund had brought with him only
20,000 rupees, for this game at hazard:
he defired the Nabob would order his De-
'wan to pay him immediately the 45,000 ru-
pees, which were in his hanas; which being
complied with, he inftru&ted the Nabob,
*“ To call in the Jemmautdaars———and
“ order them to bring in an account of
« their refpective claims, and to tell them
« that he would give them draughts on
““ Omy Chund; taking care to give billets
¢ firft to thofe who had the {fmallet fums to
¢ receive; and that in the clofe of the

¢ evening
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«« evening he fhould (on pretence of frefh
“ intelligence by his {pies- that Suffraaz
« Khan was in full march towards him)
¢ caufe the INodut to be beat, and iffue his
« orders for enyaging the enémy garly n
¢ the morning, 2ad leave.the reft to him.”

The Jemmautcaars were called and or-
dered to bring in their claims, which they
did in lefs than an hour: for they generally
have them ready made up on a fcrap of
paper, which they conceal either .in. their
girdle or turband. When all the clailhs were
1aid before the Nabob—he ordered his De-
wan to give them billets-upon Omy Chund;
the Dewan, according to .private inftruc-
tions, made what delay he could, not to oc-
cafion fufpicion; and gave thofe frft who
had the leaft to receive,

When the Jemmautdaars tendered their
billets to Omy Chund, he paid feveral of the
leaft confidéradle fums readily, and without
any deduétions: then, as he had accounts
to fettle with moft of them, he prolonged
the'time by many- artful blunders and de-
fipned ‘errors, until the day was far {pent,
and not more than one eighth part of their
accounts was adjufted. Then excufing him-
{elf on account of the great fatigue he had

un-
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undergone, he deferred the further pay-

ments until the’ next morning:

As foon as the day c'ofed, Alverds or-
dered the Nodut to be ber.; and iflued out
his commands to his Fem. 2autdaars to hold
themfelves In readinefs "}:'bI' engaging the
next day; telling them that Sujfraaz Kban's
army was not far diftant.

This unexpetted alarm had the effe&,
which Qmy Chund had foreleen: thofe who
had feceived the amount of their billets, in
all hafte returned it into his cuftody; and
the others depofited their billets in his hands,
In the morning the Nabob refumed his
march ; took the rout to Morfbadabad, and
kept up the alarm and expetance of a bat-
tle; until he, in reality, encountered the
Soubah; to whom we once again return.

Baaker Ali Khan and Geas Khan, receiv-
ing hourly intelligence fror their {pies of
Alwerd?s motions, and the number of his
forces, had ftill the courage to reprefent to
the Soubah, the danger his perfon and go-
" vernment were in—and humbly befought
him, ¢ to provide for fafety whilft in his
““ power;” urging that if the defigns
‘¢ of Aljverd; were honourable, the moft

« eligible
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« eligibfe way to preferve him ‘i “thofe
¢ feptiments, was to let him fee he was
¢« in a conditior. ard pofture to oppofe and
¢ crufth him. 7 natif on the contrary the
« defigns of Al verdi were -aimed againft
« the governmer t; his fupine conduct mui}
« inevitably fecu e his fuccefs, That from
<« the face of thesr intelligence, and. the
«« whole procedure of Alrverds, they had
¢ no room to doubt the wickednefs of his
‘“ intentions.” o

Thefe remonftrances joined to advices
the Soubah had himfelf received of the
real number of Aliverdi’s troops, at laft
roufed him from his ftupor ; and he direct-
ly ordered his Jemmautdaars and forces to
take the field, and rendezvous 1n the plains
of Gyria, about three miles to the North
of Morfbadabad ; himfelf following the next
‘morning. He had hardly time to marfhal
his troops ir arder of battle, when Alrver-
di’s army appeared. )

 'Their forces was nearly equal; each about
120,000 mMen ; 20,000 foot, and 10,000
horfe. Suffraaz Khan had twenty pieces
of artillery, from twelve to fix and four
pounders : . Aliverdi had none.

Suffraaz
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Suffracz Kbay planted his cannen in. his
front; with ri@® orders nod 1o fire, until
the enemy alvanced wittin half mufket
{hot ; “for canfiding on hi. artillery, he reft.
ed {ecure of viGtory— 4k serdi ordered his
troops to receive the difck irge of the ¢an-
non, and then to rufh in 1.pon the Soubsh’s
army fword in hand. Fe iffued thefe .or-
ders wath great fecurity ; for he apd his
troops knew that by the treachery of the
Tope Khonnab Droger, the cannon were load-
ed with powder only. He alfo iffued his
inftructions to his officers, to regard nothing
but attacking thofe pofts, which were com-
manded by Muflat Kbooli Kpan, Baaker Al
Khan, and Goas Khaxn : well knowing that
none of the Soubah’s traapsior offiéksswriiild
engage, but thofe which were immediately
under their commard, |

When the engagement began, all but
five ar fix thoufand of the Soubah’s troops
ftood idle {pectators of the battle. Ahverdss
beft troops advanced without the leaft ap-
prehenfion ; ftood the difchatge of artillery ;
and vigoroufly attacking the divifion ,of
Baaker Ak Kban, (behind which the Sou-
bah was ftationed) they were twice mapuifed
with much flaughter: but Bocker Aii’s
troops being-overpowered by frefh num-

bers,
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bers, thig-Bfave man was killed; and-moft
of his paety cuv to picees.

Goas Kban per _trating to the center of
the cnemy, ‘wit, a few brave followers,
was near killing dfiverd? with his own
hand ; when Sedu+ Hazzaary, commander
of his Burkundafjes, interpofed and faved
him 5 obliging Goas Khan to retire with his
cammand ; who, foon after being furround-
ed by Aliverd!s troops, and difdaining to

receive quarter, were to a man killed.

MufJat Khooli Khan, and the troops under
his command, for fome time exerted them-
felves with great courage and fidelity in de-
fence of the Soubah's perfon; who being
now, for the-firft time, informed of the
treachery of the Tope Klsunal Droger, and
the defection and perfidy of moft of his offi-
cers and troops ; and that he was betrayed
on all hands; and learning als the-fate wof:
his two faithtul generals —— he 2hrdered
 Muflat Khosli Kban to retire from the bat.
““ tle; to make the beft retreat he cauld to
« Luttack; and fave, if - poflible, the pro-
“ vince of Orifla from the traytor ' and
¢ ulurper dliverd?;” telling him ¢ he faw
“ 1t was vain for him alone to atteinpt
*¢ ftemming the current of Lis adverfe forw

| 1] *¢ tune.”
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e« tane.” Muflat Khooli Khan obeyed, and

with a {mall faithful party retired, and elud-
ed the purfuit of the enemy.

The Soubah, thusabanc .ned, determined,
it (hould feem, to-efface b a glorious death
the remembrance of hil inglorious life—
At this junéture it was, Lhat the leader of
his elephant propofed to him to return to
the capital, ¢ telling him that he would en-
« gage, on the forfeiture of his head, to
“«« convey him fafe thither, where he had
¢« 1ill fome friends that would be able to
« make a fland for him;” but he nobly
replied, ¢ It never {hould be faid that Suf-
¢ fraaz Kbon fled from rebels and traytors.”
Hec then ordered him to plunge into the
thicket of the enemy; where, with a few
of his guards, that.fhll remained fteady to
him, he for fome time maintained an obfti-
nate engagement like an enraged lion
he fought to a degree of defperation: it
was faid he emptied a whoiwc quiver of ar-
rows; and difcharged more than a dozen
javelins ; belides the execation he did with
the fice arms be had with him, on the ele-
phant. But at laft teing weary with {laugh-
ter, and not able any longer to lift an arm,
a period was put to his life and Tortune, by
a mufket ball from a diftance; faid to be

di{charged
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difcharged b one of his own people, With

this wound he fell dead from his elephant;;
and with his dEfétJ;-:thc conteft ceafed.

Thus fell th¢ fon of Sorjab Khan, tef-
titying by his et from life, that he pof-
fefled a foul cap!ble of producing great ac-

tions, had the foil been carly and properly
cultivated.

Aliverdi Kban pofleffed himfelf of the late
boubah’s tent and baggage; the plunder of
which, amounting to between nine and ten
lacs of rupees, he beftowed upon his prin-
cipal officers and foldiers—FHe received Suf
Sfraax Khan's perfidions officers and foldiers
into his fervice ; and marching to the capi-
tal, entered it without refiftance through the
icclamations of the people.  Proceeding to
the palace, he feated himfelf upon the
Muztnud, and received the fubmitlion of
‘the Rajabs, Jecmmautdaars, and other great
otficers, who acknowledged and faluted him
Soubah of the Three provinces.

The fate of one of the three principal
confpirators, having {omething remarkable
m it, calls for our particular mention.
Allum Chund returned from the - invefting
Aliverd? to his own houfe ; and being bit-

H 2 | tt::]y
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terly reproached by his wife, dor his per-
fidy and treafon to the fon of his prince
and mafter, and predi€~e "¢ that he would
“ {hortly receive from the #furper the re-
«« ward due to every 7 aytor,” he was
thereby fo much affeted,. :hat he {fwallow-

ed diainond powder, and 11a few hours ex-
pired.

- Aliverdi Kban entertaining no favourable
opinion of the military prowefs and capa-
city of the Bengal foldiery; and having fo
very lately feen a glaring proof of their na-
tural perfidy, as well as cowardice, in the
unhappy fall of his predeceflor ; determined
to put no truft or confidence in them: and
in order to guard againft their treachery,
which he knew micht be eafily parchafed
againft him, as 1t had been for him, he en-
ter:ained Immediately in his fervice a felect
body of three thoufand Pafans, with their
commander Mufiapha Khan. a foldier of
fortune ; who zbout this time arrived 1n
Benoal with recommendatory letters from
court, He bore the charaéter of a confum-
mate general; and his {ublequent altions
verified the report.—Thefe new troops the
Soubah kept always on duty near his per-
{on; and their chief was admitted to his
counclls and favour,

il
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His next i.°p was to difplace all ofhicers,
throughout the nrovinces, that he had rea-
fon to think re ‘ned any afretion to the
late Soubah’s he Jfe: and when he thought
himfelf fecure againft -all attempts that
might endanger v.is newly acquired goverti-
ment, he appoin:ed a Niab pro tempore, for
the government of Bahar and its capital ;
and recalled his brother Hodjee Hamet, that
he might bencfit him{elf of his counfel, and
afliftance, in his arduous fituation,

' Hodjee being arrived, all matters were de-
bated and concerted relative to the govern-
ment of the provinces. Hodjee was invefted
with the government of Morfbadabad, in
the abfence of his brother; who without
delay took the field, -and directed his rout
towards Orifla, on the thirtieth of March,
1742 ¥ —We will leave the Soubah on his
march, and for a few minutes attend on the

Nabob of U7iffa.

This fugitive, and unfortunate brother-in-
law to the late Scubah, (with whom I was

% Suffraaz Khan's defeat and death was on the
twenty-cvigath of Famuary, 1741-2, and not on the
thirti=th of AMarch, 1742, as the author of the Refiec-
tions vrroncoufly fays, confounding the <ate of one
event witl ancther,

ot

i it~
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intimately acquainted) efcapes from the
battle with a few foliowers, as before re-
cited. .Hein a few ¢ ~"ciched the ca-
pital of Orifl., where mar « of the friends
ot Suffraaz Kian's houfe . -forted to him
he made fome attempts to- ortity, and enlift
troops for the defence of the place : but
being ill fupplied with cannon and ammu-
nition, and receiving certain inteliigence of
the viurper’s approach, with g very f{upe-
riour {orce to his cwn; he thought 1t pra-
dent to provide fo- his own fatety, by re-
treating cnt of the province with his family.
He left Auiiack icur days before the Sou-
bal’s van-guard reached it; and found an

alylum 10 the Deccan, under Nizzam Af
Mulk.

Aztlack opened its gates to the Ulurper 3
but he had fearcely fettled the government of
Oriffa, when he was alarmed with the News,
that an army of 82,c00 Maka«.. for horle had
entered the province of Bengal, by a paflage
over the Bwrbobeen hills s and had already
penetrated into the Burdomaan ceuntry.

The Ulfurper received this unexp: ed
{hock with manifeft afton'fhmeni: he im-

nediately faw, not only his retrcat, but
every communicaion vwith his brother and

-
(1S
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his capital cut of In this dilemma we
will leave him for a_while, and inveftigate
s well the cau'es 7 this invafion, as con-
vey f{ome idea o, :he people cdlled Maha-
rattors s who for . few years laft pail, have
been as much the dread and terror of the-
Eaft, as the Goths and Vandals of old were
of the Weft: with this eflential difference
however in their characters, that whereas
thefe were the barbarous invaders of the
rights and property of others ; thofe are mak-

ing juftifiable efforts to recover that, which

their anceftors had been, for ages, 1n peace-
able and juft poffeffion of.

When the Empire of Indoffan was invad-
ed; and, in part, conquered by the Mo~
oul Tartdrs, about the beginning of the
fifteenth century : many of the Rajahs, or
Hindoo princes of the country, fubmitted
with little gppoﬁtien to the invaders, on
condition of iwlding their lands and princl-
palities, paying a flipalated annual tobute.
But others of them, difdaimng this tribu-
tary ftate of flavery, retired to the fouth-
ward ; and pofiefling themfelves of the moft
fouthern parts of Deccan, they remained
unmolefled, until about the year 1054 ; the
latter end of the reign of the Emperol

Shaw febawn.

H 4 His
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- His third fon Auring Zebr, being at that
pcriod Soubah of the Dercan, (or fouth)
made- a fruitlels~attemp. " on Goleonda ; in-
thgated thereto by Mbir Femla, who re~
volted to him frem the hen reigning Ra-
-jah of that famous city, 'nd the adjoining
country.

Auring Zete, fucceeding to the. throne
of Indoftan, in the year 1659; purfued by.
his Geuerals his former defigns againft the
independant” Rajahs, .en ‘the-coatk.of Cor-
mandel; being cunicd chiefly by the counfel
and anttructions of - Méber Femla ; by whole
valour Goleorla voes reduced s and the whole
coatt iubdued, from Gamam. tosbeleraom.si-
ver, thatis, from the latitude of 11°, 4¢”
to y9°. 30, north, _

The other promontory of JTudia, calied
the coalt of Mallabar, from the borders of
tue province ot Guzerat to cape Comorin,
was never conquered by the Mogul Em-
perors: but the independant pofleffion of it,
was maintained by various Rajahs ; the chief
of whonm was the Rajah of Sizzarab.

To iiefe independant princes, the dif-
trefled and dupoflfefled Rajahs of Cormarn-
del applicd for fuccour, They, alarmed at

the
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the rapid progrefs of the Mogul arms, im-
mediately united themfelves under the ban-
nars of the Rajan Ot Stttarab.

Thefe united { rinces ard people, are thofe
which are know . by the general name or
Mabarattors ; a word compounded of Raf-
tor and Maabab : the firft being the name
of a particular Raazpoot (or Rojpoot) tribe;
and the latter, fignifying greatr or mighty ;
(as explained by Mr. Frafer) a term we
have had occafion to make ufe of before;

and frequentdy-fhall again.

The acquifitions thus gained to the Em-
pire, by the Generals of Auring Zebe, coft
fo much blood and treafure, that the dia-
mond mines of Golozda hardly proved an
equivalent : for the confederate princes
made {uch vigorous efforts to regain what
they had doft, as obliged Auring Zebe
to keep up io large an armament, that
the expence of preferving his new’ conqueft
exceeded the whole revenues acquired by
it. 'The glorious vanity, however, of hav-
ing carried his conquefts "of this Empire
further than any of his predecefiors, deter-
mined him not to abandon them:; until
finding at laft, he fhould rifque the lofs of
the whole, he bezan to meditate coming

{o
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to a treaty with them: which refolution
was haftened by feveral bold attacks, made
on different parts of his Cminions by the
Mabarattors at the fame t me. On the
fide of his new foathern a quifitions, they
carried fire and {word for.etimes into the
province of Dewlatabad ; and attacked the
capital Auringabad; and from Sitrarab they
penetrated through the province of Guzerat'
and fometimes alarmed eveén the court of
Delby ; ftriking a panick wherever they
came.

Auring Zicbe, feeing, at length, no prof=
pect of extending his conquefts farther
over thefe intrepid natives; thomght it a
wife meafure to fecare, and keep if pof-
fible, what he had got.—To :this end, he
entered into a treaty with the confederate
Rajahs; and by a fecret valuable confider-
ation given to the Sehoo Rajash, King of
Sittarab, a peace was concluded between
them on the following terms. ¢ That
“ Auring Zebe thould remain in quiet
“ pofleflion of his foutkiern: conquefts as
¢ far as the river Coleroon, before mention-
“ ed, and the port of Surar; and that in
‘“ freu thereof, the Muobarertors thould re-
“ ceive, and be intidded to, for ever, a
“ Choyt (that is, the yourth part) of the

* reve-
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¢« cevenues of Deccany” to which Saxbah-

fhip, thefe new {outhern conqusfts were an-
nexed by the Empe or,

Thus a period was put ta a war, that had
chiefly employed 11e attention of near two
thirds of Auring .lebe’s long and fortunate
reign ; by which, fo important an addition
of territory and revenue was obtained, that
had it been duly and honeftly govern-
ed and adminiftered ; and the treaty kept
inviolate on both fides, would have yielded
a perpetual fource of riches to all fucceed-

ing Emperors, on every emergency of the
flate.

As long as Auring Zebe lived, the Choilt
was duely paid to the Mabarattors; but on
his deceafe the treaty began to be infring-
ed, though it fuffered no open rupture un-
til the death of Shaw Allum ; when the
Empire falling-into a ftate of univerfal con-
fufion, (by the contentions that arofe be-
tween his fons for the fucceffion to the
throne, and by the fubfequent diftrations
during the defpotic tyranny of the Seyds)

little regard was paid to it, on the part of
the government. |

Things being in ihis fituation, the Maba-
rattors determinec fo pay themlelves; by

making
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making incurfions on different fides of the
Empire; and laying the city of Surat under
contribution : i whici, warfare ‘they met
with fuch {uccefs from th continued pufil-
lanimity and diftraction of the government,

“that at length, they extern.led their claim and
demand, from the ftipu.ated Cho#t of the
revenues of the Deccan ; to a Cheiit of the
whole revenues of the Empire,

However, when Mabommed Shaw, by the
overthrow of the Seyds, arrived to the fe-
cure poflefiion of the throne, Anm 171g;
fome check was put to their, invafion : and
terms of accommodation being made to them,
they for fome years acquiefced in the terms
of Auring Zebe's treaty ; and annually re-
ceived the Choit of the revenues of the
Deccan, by their agents out of the royal
treatury at Delby ;5 long after thefe revenues
had loft their way to court, by the ufurpa-
tion and mdependance of the traytor Nizam

al Mulb.

In the year 1740, the deputies of the
King of Sittarab, arrived as ufual at Delby
to reccive the Chudt 5 when they were given
to underftand by the Afzul’s miniftry, < That
“ Nadir Shawh:d lately {0 exhauited thetrea-
“ fury, that the fliape or was rendered ut-

“ terly
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« terly incapable of fatisfying their demands :
« the more efpecially, as the revenues of
¢ the Bengal provinces had been witheld
« from the year 1738, by the rebellion of
«¢ Aliverds Kban ; ‘who in coniun&tion with
«« his brother Hodjee Hamet, had ufurped
¢ the government-of that Soubahdary : they
« requefting at the fame time that the de-
<« puties’ would intreat their mafter in the
‘« Emperor’s name, to fend an army of {uf-
¢ ficient force to exact the amount of the
o« Choitt, that was due to them; and alfo to
<« take the heads of Ahverdi and his bro-
« ther ; and-reftore the family Sowjab Koan
< to the Soubahthip ; as the then difiratted
“« ftate of the Empire put it out of his power
s to fend a force, ftrong enough, to reduce
<< the two rebels.”

With this anfwer, and a&fual powers from
the Emperor, the deputies departed for Siz-
tarab—A falt_that fully confutes the affer-
tion of Aliverd?s having received a Phir-
maund, confirming him in the government ;
as was pubiithed by beat of drum, and in-
~duftrioufly circulaed by the Seefs the latter
end of the year 1739 *.

The

* Alivo-di is reportea to have fat in ftate a whole
day to receive the tham I birma:nd, with the ufual cere-
monials
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The Mabarattor deputies 2 rivin g at Sita
tarab, reported the refult of their deputa-
tion, and tae Emreror’s requeft, The
King™ of Sittarad “did not ruminate long
what reflolution to take: he now had ob-
tained a juftifiable plea to attack the Mo-
“gul’s dominions with kis own confent ;
therefore, without lofs of time, he ordered ap
army of 80,000 horfe to take the field, and
march into Bengal; under the command of
Bofchar Pundit, a general of fome repi-
tation, and favorite of the Sebos Rajah
King of Sittarab. ‘This general, and army,
we left in the Burdomaan country between
the ufurper and his capital ; to whom we

monials on fuch oceafions ; but this js 2 farge that has
been fince played in fome parts of the province of
Bengal, and laughed af, as much as it was then,.—-For
the Sects could always cook sp a8 Phirmaund from court
when ever it was wanted.” That Aliverds was wever
confirmed in the government by a real Phivmaund, is a
fa&l that admits of no doubt ; and it is well known,
that fo late as Fune, Anno 1750, th= Vizir Monfosr Al
Khan, (father of Soujab Dowlat, the prefent Soubah
of Oude) was advanced at the head of 100,000 hotfe,
within eight days march of Patna, purpofely to reflore
thefe fo long difmembered provinges to the Empire, and
punith the ufurper :—but differences ariling between the
young Emperor Amet Shaw, (fon and fucceflor to M-
bommed Shaw ) and Rajah Feet Sing, the Vizir was
recalled from this fervice ; or, 2; others more probably

faid, his retreat was bought «ff by Aliyerdi, at the
price of fifty Lac of Rupees.

muft
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muft again return ; and point cut the errors
that drew him into the perilous fituation
and dilemma we left him in, before we
thew how bravely nc extricated bimfelf
from it.

Some fhort time before he departed
from Morfbadabad, a {light rumour pre-
vailed of the intended invafion of the Ma-
barattors ; to which no credit was given,
either by the ufurper or his brother. But
flight as the report was, it ought to have
merited their attention at a juncture when
he was departing with all the ftrength of
the provinces to the moft extreme part of
his government : and as he muft have
known, no enemy could enter the province
of Bengal, fo as to cut off his communi-
cation with his capital, but by the weftern
hills of Bierbobeen ; prudence dictated that
he fhould have fecured the fidelity of the
Rajahs of Bierbobeen an& Bifnapore ; who
were alone capable of harraffing and retard-

ing, if not of preventing the Mabarattor
army from entering on that {ide.

But (as if Fortune had purpofed, that
the negle&t of this wife precaution fhould
be conducive to the higher exaltation of
the charaGer of this her favorite fon) {fo far

were

4
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were the brothers from advesting to the
neceflity of {uch a fecurity in their rear, that
both thefe Rajahs had been highly incenfed
by fomne acts of opp:ctlion exercifed towards
them {oon after Alverd?’s ufurpation of the
government ; and were readily difpofed, in
place of obftructing the enemy, to give
them a free entrance into the heart of Bene
gal; which they did without the leaft op-
pofition : though in purfuing their refent-
ment, they entailed a Jong feries of heavy
calamities on their unhappy country. |

We lett Alrverdi Khan at Cuttack, in deep
aftonithment at the news of this dangerous
invafion.  Without difcovering the leaft ap-
prehenfion or alarm, he withdrew -for the
{pace of half an hour; in confultation only
with Muftapba Khan : and then ordered his
peopie to prepare for marching. He quit-
ted Cuftack the fame day; and by forced
marches arrived near Burdwan, the principal
town of Burdomaan ; (within five days march
of the capital) two days after the Mabarat-
fors took poffeflion of it, Here he intrench-
ed himielf ; and was {oon furrounded by the
enemy ; who though they had at leaft the
{uperiority of cight to one, had not the
courage to attack him,

Bofchar
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ny?:béf'wl’kndfz‘, however, fent Aliverds
n letter; explaining the nature of the
powers he was inve2ed with; demanding
¢ three years arrears of the Choit; the
< treafures of the two late -Soubabs; and
« that in future, an ofhcer of their own
thould have a feat in every Cutcberry
« throughout the provinces; to collect the
« fourth part of the cuftoms, on their be-
“¢ half.”

£L

The ufurper received thefe fersms with
the higheft indignation and 1mpatience ; in-
ftantly’ oovlbanding the meflenger to leave
his camp, without deigning to fend any re-
ply to zhem : and finding by the propofitions

magde to him, that there remained {mall
hope of effe@ing any accommodation with
the Mabarattor General ; he determined to

make one vigorous effort, to break through
the enemy, and regain a communication
with his brother. To this refolution he
was flimulated, by obferving an univerfal

panic amongft his Benga/ troops, many

of which deferted him, by favour of the
night. _

In purfuancc of this refolution, he ifflued
the neceflary ord>rs; omitting nothing that
could fpeak the cunfummate General ; pro-

1 mifing
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mifing moft liberal rewards to thofe who
maintained, in this exigency, the chara@er
of {oldiers: and well judging that his
principal dependance refted upon the Pg-
tans; he beftowed the higheft encomiums
and promifes on «hat body ; by whom he
began to be loved and revered; for being
themfzlves brave, they admired thofe ine
trepid qualities in Alverdf, which fo nearly
refembled their own. - - - - -

All things being prepared, the ufurper
directed that part of the trench to be level-
ed with the utmoft iilence, which looked to-
‘waras Cutwabh,  Then putting-himfelf with
Muftapha Kbhan at the head of the P
tans half an hour before “day.sbsealé=<te
marched out; and with amazing courage
charged that part of the cnemy that In-

- he

e

tercepted his rout towards the laft mier
tioned town. - S

His rear being compofed entirely of his.
Bengal troops, (then efteemed the worft
foldicrs of the Empire) was foon fur-
rounded and pat to flicht; but the Patams
exhibited a glorious effort: thefe led on
(as before obferved) by the Soubab, and
their gallant chicf Muftat ba; and their rear
commanded by the biave Zeynd? Amer

Khan,
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Kpan, (Hodjee's fecond fon) with much
{laughter cut themfclves a pafiage throuch
the enemy; and gemed the Curwab road -
In the courfe of which, they maintaized a
moft memorable retreat for near three davs
and nights : being often Turrounded and at_
tacked on all fides, by the whole Muba-
ratter army, and as ofien repuliing  and
forcing their paflase until they arrived at
Cutwab.

At this place theé ufurper muflered his
froops, and found that of 2 5,000 fighting
men; wikh which he departed from his
capital, he had only remaining 2500 Pg-
fans s and abont 150C of bi; Sieiaf ioldire,
Including their officers :  thefa la/ n-maed
- troops,. fimulated by the example or the
Patans, and the intrepid behaviour of their
Jemmautdaar  Yaofier Kien %, viere Fept
firm to their duty,

At Cutwab, Aliverd? found it necefiary
to halt for a thort {pace to refreth his har.
raffed treops ; who, during the term of this
aftonifthing retredt, had in a manaer been
ftrangers to food; reit; or {leep. ——Here

*® Since better kno vn by the name of A4k Failier
Ali Kban Soubah of Lengal,

I 2 thé}r
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they were again {urrounded on all fides,
except on that of the river; which Alrverds
was informed was in ~ue place fordable ; a
circumftance upfufpected by the enemy.

It was now univerfally believed that the
ufurper muft {urrender himfelf, or be cut to
pieces with the few that remained with,
him. And indeed a report ran through the
province that he was actually taken prifo-
ner; but the a&ions of this handful of
men, in their vetreat from Burdwan, had
ftruck {uch terror and amazement into the
whole Mabaratror army; that they gazed |
upon them as fo many enraged tygers in a
net, without daring to approach the touls
that enclofed them; and contented them-
felves with the profpeét of ftarving them to
a furrender; little dreaming that Alwerds
would attempt fording the river, with peo-

ple nearly exhaufted by continued labour
and watching,.

The ufurper taking advantage of this
vifible panic in the enemy, and unwilling
to let the triumphant ardour of his own
fold'ers cool; refolved to attempt the. river
without further delay: and knowing there
was a defil¢ leading from the village to the
river, through which the enemy might in-

tercept
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tercept his paffage, he judged it neceflary
to fecure it; thereby alfo to prevent his
rear’s being attacked Crfore they coutd gain
the river.

The defence of this dangerous poft was
given to Muftapha Khan, {upported by Feyu-
di Amet Kban, and Faffier Kban, with eighty

feleét Patans; who- immediately departed
to take poffeflion of the Defili—As foon as
they were polted, Muflapha Khan difpatched
a meflenger to the Soubah to advife him,
he might attempt the river whenever he
pléafed.

Aliverd baving previouily made the ne-
ceffary difpofitions, put himfelf at the head
of the Patans; and gave the fignal for
marching to the river; which they entered
without moleflation, preceded by well in-
ftruted guides.

 As foon as the enemy perceived him in
motion, they inftantly attacked the Dejile
with great violenge ; hoping {till to ¢circum-
vent him.—They at firft {eemed to deride
and defpife the {mall number left for the
défence of it; but foon found their errcr, In
- répeated repulfes with heavy flaughter ; from

this determined, though {mall body of men:
I3 each
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each of their leaders, on this momentous-
cecation,’ giving -proofs of valour worthy the

greateft~heroes of anti juity, - |

They maintamed their poft, for a full
F=ur, againft reiterated attacks of frefh
troops ; widhout giving the leaft way; and
until they judged the Soubah had fafely
paft the river.  They then began to retreat
by flow degrees through the Deffd, withe
out turning tiicir backs; and having gaimed
about the middle: part of-it#, gdvice was
brought to Afuflupla Kban, that his -feas.
was attacked by the enemy +.~—This ge-
neral, without hefitating 2 moment, com-
mitted the charge of his front to,Feyndee
Amel Kbeny and Faffier Khan : and order-
g the forty men that compofed his réac
to face about, he put himfelf at their head,
forming two fronts to oppofe the enemy ;
and lendingorders to Yeyndee Amet to con-
tinue his retreat, he bravely” charged his
new antagonitd, and forced them to retire
with much lofs, When the whole party

-

* "The Deflz was about eighty yards in length and

ten wide. . g
T Vhisevent happened thus—a body of the Mea
porarters, about one thoufind men, forced an entragce
into the town, and had made a fruitlefs attack udBn
Aiiveral’s rear, as they pafled the river, from which
Ley were new returned, ‘ |
had

-
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had cleared the Def?, he commanded hi®
men to form in one line on the (hore, with
their backs to the rive~; and making a feint
to give a general aflault; the enemy, as he
expe€ed, was itruck with terrer, and reti-
red many paces. Muflapta taking advantage
of their diftance, inftantly commanded his
~troops to face about aud take the river ; 1nfo
which they plunged, and gained tixe oppofite
fhore, with the ofs, on the whole, of only
fifteen men.

If we confider the retreat of tiefe Ve-
‘teranis (from Burdwan to the oppofite fhore
of Cutced river) in all its circumitances;
it will appear as amazing an effort of human
bravery, as the hiftory of any age or peo-
ple have chrenicled ; and we think it me-
rits as much being recorded and tranfmitted
to pofterity, as zbaz of the celebrated Arbe-
nian general and hiftorian.

Muftapha Khan, Feyndee Amet Kban, and
Faffier Khau were received by the Soubab,
“with all the marks of the higheft affetion
and eftecm. He beftowed great encommims
on the valour of FafZer Khan, who was
ever after ditinguithed by his favour. Iie
faluted, and thanked by name, every one of
the Patans, who fought under thele com-

1 4 manders
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manders at the memorable defence of - the.
Defife: and having refrefhed his troops,
proceceded on his march to the capital,
where he was recaved with aftonithment
and-reverence. His firft a&s were, to pre-

fent Muflapba Kian with ten lac of “Fa-
- pees; and proportionably to reward the reft
of his brave defenders, | .

Whillt the ufurper Was gaining everlafl-
ing renown as a foldicr, his brother Hodsiw
Hamet was em loyed in putting the city
of Mborfbadabad in a ‘pofture"of defence.
With extraordinary expedition he {funk a
ditch round it; formed a rampast angd, para-
pets and planted cannon in thofe parts
where the city Was' moft open to.the -ene-
mies attacks. Alverd? reproaching himr,
‘¢ with having abandoned him to the ene
“ my; and with being folicitous only for
“ s own fafety; by negle@ing to fend a
““ ‘body of troops to favour his retreat”—
Hodjee replied, ¢ that concluding (from the
““ number of the enemy, his forlorh fitua.
£ tion, and the repeated reports of h's
““ being taken prifoner 2nd kilied) he was
 no more; he thought it more advife-
f: able to {trengthen the city, than to wea~
* ken the defence of it, by parting with
¢* any of the few forces he had been able

“ ¥ 1t
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“ to raife for its prefervation.” And in
trath, Alverd/ found it in 2 much better
flate of defence than 1.~ expe@ed.

L

Before the ufurper had fet out on his
expedition for the redution of Oriffla, he
had ®ent orders to his deputy governor of
Patna, to levy troops in the province of
“Babar. But thefe forces being not yet ar-
rived In Bengal, he was, to the great moiti-
fication of his. ‘enterprifing and military
genius, reduced to the neceflity of fhutting
him{elf up in his capital ; and was em ployed
#h pf ’id%"g'fﬁfthér for its {ecurity, -

The Mabarattors recavering from 4thei'r
confternation and panic, and acquiring a
better ‘knowledge of -the river, paﬂ'cg it
with their whole force; advanced to M-
Shadabad ; and furrounded it without at-
tempting to affault it. They detached. parties
nto the environs; plundering and deftroy-
ing wherever they came; they fent fame
bodies of horfe into the ifland of Cofmbuzar;
who cotnmitted there the moft horrid deva-
ftation and cruelties: they fed their horfes
and cattle with mulberry plantatioris; and
thereby irreparably injured the filk mang-
facture: in fhort, after committing every

hoftije
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broke up (which they generally do about

the latter end of Seprember or ihe middle of
Oclober.)

It was l;y moft believed that the enemy

B 2

had taken their departure for their own Zm
country ; and it is certain they had formed 3743

that refclution : when on a f{udden, to the
uttet “amazement of all, Bofchar Pundir if-
fued orders to march into Bengul ; —f{o his
il} deftiny prompted himy, that he might by his
fall pay a fecrifice for the cruel enormities

committed: of:all ranks, by thofe under his
command.

ney returned about the latter end of
Fuly ; and pitched their tents on the higheft
parts of the Burdomaan country ; and fettled

themfelves there for the remawnder of the
rainy {eafon.

On this event, a general face of ruin fuc-
ceeded. Many of the inhabitants ; weavers ;
and hufbandmen fled. The A’r.fmgs- were in
‘a great degree deferted ; the lands untiticd ;
and the wretched fumtwes who had ¢ mped
with nothing but thc. ir wives and chmren,
and whatever they could carry in iheir
hands, thought there was no f{afaty for

them, until thr’:y arrived on the Eajfern (hore

of
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of the Ganges; to which they flocked in
thoals, withoat intermifflion for many days
together.

‘The manufadtures of the Arungs received
“{o 1njurious a blow at this period, that they
have ever fince loft their original purity and
eftimation ; and probably will never recover
them again. But it is neceflary we explain
what influenced Bofeher -Pundit, to take the
extraordinary and unexpected ftep above-
mentioned. | |

‘There was an officer employed .in the
receipts of the revenues at Dacca, named
Mbir Hubbeeb, who had embezzled a con-
fiderable fum ; and had otherways been
guilty of mal-adminiftration in the execu-
tion of his trutt. 'This man had been orde-
“ved, foon after Aliverd?’s ferzing the govern-
ment, to repair to the capital, and render
an account of the branch committed to
him. He was bold and enterprifing ; of
folid judgment ; minutely acquainted with
the ftate of the provinces and courfe and
pature of the revenues.. To draw his cha-
rater, 1n fhort, we need only fay, he was
In political wvirtug the very counterpart of
Hodiee Hamet,

Con-
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Confcious that his condué& at Dacea would
not bear the teft of examination, he availed
himfelf of the prefens- junfure of confu-
fion; and in place of repairing to the capi-
tal, he fled to Bofchar Pundit; and arrived
in his camp, at the very period when that

general refolved to quit the provinces, and
return to Sittarab.

His known charater and abilities procu-
red him a ready and welcome reception ;
and his mifchievous talents made hitrt a
dangerous inftrument in the hands of thefe
invaders ; to -accomplifh, in a manser, the
utter deftruction of the country. Herepre-
{ented to Bofchar Pundit, ‘“ That in the
«« prefent ftate of the provinces, he might
« with facility and fecurity affume the go-
<« yernment of the Soubahdaary himfelf;
< that it would be inglorious for him zo 7e-
¢ treat with the calf, when be could take the
‘“ cow alfo; that the rains would foon break
<« up, and fet his cavalry at liberty ; and that
he had no caufe to apprehend the ufurper
would ever have any power or force capable
of oppofing him.” Bofcbar Pundir greedily
hearkened to this pernicious advice ; immedi-
ately changed his rout; and returned from B:-
erboheen to Burdomaan, as before remarked :
and having fixed his head quarters at Burd-

W,

¢
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awan, he fent proper officers at the head ‘of
fmall parties to collect-the revenues at every
{feat of cuftom ; and ~his they did for fome
time with as muca tranquillity, as if they
‘had been tae natural fovereigns of the

. countty.

During thefe tranfactions the ufurper was
not idle. As foon as he had certain intelli-
zence that the enemy had repafled the Cur-
wab river, le quitted the city; and being
foon after re-inforced by the Patnag levies,
and the number of his Parans being encreafed
from the Nortaward, he formed his camp
in the neighbourhood of Morfhadabad. —
The Englifb, French and Dusch, thought it

neceflary, during the rains, by various means
to forufy alfo, and add to the firength of
their feveral fettlements, at Fort William,
Chundernagore, Hougly and Cofimbuzar ;
though they were hitherto unmolefted in their
perfons, or property, by the encmy.

Early in Oéfcher the cnemy, by the ad-
vice of Mbir Hubbeeb, threw a {trong bridge
of boats over the Cutwab river ; the de-
fence of which was civen to him. By his
affiftance alfo the enemy was new fupplied
with fome {mall cannon ; fire arms ; and am-
munition, He conftructed for the defence

of
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of his bridge two large boats; the one cons
ticuous above ; the osher below the bridge,
on the Ploffey fide. On thefe hie threw. plat-
forms, on which he platted a few carriage
pieces ; forming effectual baiiicadoes whth
loop holes, for the fecurity of his cwn people, |
as well as for the apnoyance of the ulurper’s
troops, in cafe they fhculd prove hardy
epobgh to attack the bridge ; for the defence
of which he embarked with him the beft
mark{men he could {eledt,—

This difpofition  being completed, the
wehole -of the Maharattor army crofied over,
and began their incusfions to different parts
of the ifland; where ever the  waters would
admit their 1marching : fometimes {howing
themfelves in firong bodies round the ufur-
per’s camp ;- and infulting him with oppro-

~brious language, without daring to attack
him.

The latter end of O oher, the rains broke
up; the waters decreafed hourly 5 and the
roads foon became paffable every where. It
was now the enemy thought it advi{eable
to recall their detached parties, and unite
“their whole force ; which they drew up be-
tween the ulurper’s camp and Plaffey grove,
fecure of a retreat to their bridge. Here

| they



( 128 )
they halted three days ; and reported they

wounld wait ‘there and give the ufurp
battle, : |

l/rverdi, Clated at this report, took the
field, and advanced towards the cnemy ; not
doubting but that if he could once brin
them to a general engagement, it woul
prove decifive in his favor. His whole
force amounted to about forty-eight thon-
fand men; of whom barely twenty thoufand
were horfe.  Whereas the enemy’s force
was wholly compofed of “cavalry ; an ad-
vantage they had the wifdom fully to avail
themfelves of, by the {agacious cougfel of
Mbir Hubbeeb | through the courfe of this
deftructive and long-conteft.

As the vfurper advanced, they retreated
towards the bridge, which they now refolv-
ed to repafs. This they could not effe&
without their rear’s being warmly attacked
and harraffed by Alwverd/; who, for this
purpofe, advanced with a chofen body of

horfe, fome hours before the main body of
his army.

The enemy had gained the -bridge, ano
pafled over three fourths of their army ; when
Aliverdi made a furious affault upon the

remainder,
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remajnder, and threw them into confufion.
Byf notwithftanding a heavy flaughter made
amongft them, the greateft part of them
recovered the bridge 5 ani A/iverd? was ob-
liged to draw off his people -(who began
to be feverely’galled by the fire from Mbir
Hubbeeb's floating machine) and retire out
of the feach of the fhot, where he ftayed
until his heavy cannon was brought up to
him.

Had Mbir Hubbeeh, in obedience to Bof-
¢har Pundit's orders, drawn off his party ;
and deftroyed the bridge, as foon as the
rear of the Mubarattor army paft it; and
Aliverd? retired ; he would have gained
great reputation in the action. But not fuf-
pecting that the ufurper’s cannon could pof-
fibly be {o near, asit reslly was; he was {o
rafh as to remain on his poft, until Alverd?
had, with aftonithing expedition, open-
ed a battery of three fix pounders upon
it——aPMPbBir Hubbeeh ftood one difcharge
from the battery; and now perceiving his
error, attempted to efcape with his party :
but Aliverd/ had pefted a body of horfe o
advantageoufly, that immediately upon the
difcharge from his battery, they fell in pell
rnill with the enemy on the bridge; and a
futigus engagement enfued : in which Mpir

o K Hubbeed's
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Hubbeeh's party, three eéxcepted, was cut to
pieces. Himfelf and thofe three gained the
Cutwab {hore; and by the advantage of a
fleet horfe that waited for him, he efcaped
to the Mabarattor army. A melancholy
event clofed the ation : Alverdi’s troops
crouding, in too great numbers, upon the
- bridge ; it failed under them ; and a thoufand
brave fellows perifhed in the river.

The ufurper repaired the bridge with all
poffible diligence, and crofled over his troops
and artillery in purfuit of the enemy; who
artfully eluded every attempt he made to
bring them to a general action. Thus, by
continual marches and counter-marches,
his troops, particularly his foot, were al-
moft exhaufted by fatigue : whillt the Mala-
rattors, in detached-parties, ranged the pro-
vinces at large ; collecting the revenues with-
out the leaft interruption: the ufurper not
daring to divide his army further than re-
inforcing the garrifon of Bukchs Bunder on
the Ganges, with goo horle, and 1000 gun
men ; under the command of Serafdi Ma-

bomet.

Ahverdi, touched with deep chagrin at
{feeing his {o laely ufurped dominions a

prey to his enemies, without heing able to
| protect



(131) |
proteCt them, or bring the Muabarattos to
any decifive action ; at laft refolved to treat.
with Bofchar Pundit. ~“But that Generai was
fo elated with fuccefs, that he.now added,
at the inftigation of Mhbir Hubbeeb, a new
article to thofe already offered at Burdwan,
vrz. ¢ that the ufurper fhould alfo reftore
““ the Soubahthip to Seujab Kban's family ;
“ and refign the government he had fo
“ wickedly ufurped to Suffraaz Khan's el-
‘““ deft fon.” Mbir Hubbeeh, who knew that
any treaty of peace would be fatal to him-
felf, artfully threw this ftumbling block in
the way ; which he forefaw would render
the treaty of none effect : and to carry this
point, he infinuated to Bofchar Pundit,
¢ that unlefs this article was infifted on,
““ the moft eflential and pofitive part of the
“ Emperor’s orders would appear totally
“ negleCted ; and withed him, with great
“ humility, to refle& how he would anfwer

‘“ this negle€t 1o his mafter, the King of
‘¢ Siuttarab.”

This additional article produced the ef-
fet that Mbir FHuhbeeh expeed ; for it
vras refufed by the brothers with marks of
efentment and difdain 5 and hoftilities were
immediately commence § again on both fides,
—~—Several {kirmithe, happened between

K 2 them,
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them, in which the ufurper’s Thorfe always

gained {cme advantage : but thefe produced
nothing decifive.

Hodjee Hanet, who never fuffered any
{cruples of confcience to oppofe the fouleft
means to accomplith his views; in a ‘private
letter {ent to his brother, urged the neceflity
in their prefent fituation, of attempting that
by treachery, which they had failed in ob-
taining by every other means. Aliverds,
who faw the hazardous and neceflitous pof-
ture of their affairs, as well as his brother,
did not long oppofe the motion. Hodjee
formed the plan; and it was executed in
manner following. |

A treaty was fet on foot by Aliverds, who,
under pretence of making it more conclufive
and lefs liable to Interruptions, propofed. a
conference with Bofchar Pundit. The over-
ture was accepted by that General ; contrary
to the opinion of Mbir Hubbeeb and the
reft of his principal officers.

It was agreed that a fmacious tent fhould
be preparcd and erected by the ufurper, mid-
w1y between the two armies, were the chiefs
were to Imeet on a cértain ddy and hour ;

attended each with cighty followers only ;
| and
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and that in the mean time hoftilities.on both
fides fhould ceafe.

The appointed time being come, and_all
things prepared for the reception of the
chiefs ; they advanced with the ftipulated
number of followers, confifling on both {ides
of principal officers. When they approached
near the tent, f/iverds entered firft, and was
followed by Bofechar Pundit, without the
leaft fuipicion of treachery.

The ufual falutations and ceremonials be-
ing over, and both parties feated ; on a fignal
given, two hundred fcle¢t men who had
been concealed by Aliverd? between a dou-
ble lining of the tent, {uddenly rufhed out ;
and cut the Mabarartyr General and his
party to pieces, before they were able to
draw their fcymiters; two or three only
efcaping in the confufion.

At the fame inftant a fignal was difplay-
ed from the tent (before agreed on) for the
{fpeedy advance of the ufurper’s army 2 this
being obferved by the Mabarattor army,
they alfo began to be in motion, not know-
Ing as yet what bad happened. But being not
long after joined by thofe who had efcaped
the flaughter, and informed of the fate of

K 3 ther
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their general and officers, they breathed noe
thing but fury and revenge.

In the firft tranfports of their rage they
advanced, and feemed refoulved to avenge the
treachery; by giving immediate battle to the

ufurper, But here, the wifdom and addrefs
of Mbir Hubbeeb interpofed : he reprefent-

ed to them, ‘¢ that the only means to fruf-
““ trate the great obje&t the ufurper had in
““view by this treacherous affaffination,
*¢ was, to avoid coming to a general aion
“ with him.” His arguments gained force
and influence from the diftracted ftate of the
army ; which was now under no head, or
any regular command : and obferving the
ufurper advancing towards them in full
march, they fuddenly retired ; to his great
mortification and difappointment,

As foon as the diforder in the Mabarat-
zor army fubfided, they eleded unanimoufly
Allee Bey for their General ; an officer that
held the next rank to Bofchar Pundit 3 and
who bore a confiderable degree of reputa-
tion amongft them. And now their conduct
fcemed to thew that t'ey had refolved to
cxecute that vengeance on the diftrefled
country and inhabitants ; which they could
not cxecute on the ufurper himfelf, To

this
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this end, they planted fmall parties of ob-
fervation about the fkirts of his army to
report his motions ; and cppointing iVagur,
the capital of Bierbokeen, for their general
rendezvous, they divided their army and
carried fire and fword in all their different
Touts. They detached a ftrong body to
Bukchs Bunder, which they attacked ; took;
and plundered: perpetrating every where
the moft execrable cruelties that revenge
and inhumanity could di€tate ; cutting off
the ears, nofes, and hands, of any of the
inhabitants whom they fufpeted of con-
cealing their wealth, or valuable move-
ables ; {ometimes carrying their barbarity fo
far, as cutting off the breafts of women, on
the fame pretence ; neither fex nor age pro-
ving any fecurity againft thefe enraged bar-
barians.

During thefe horrid fcenes of defolation,
the uturper left no firatagems uneflayed to
bring the enemy to a battle; but all his
endeavours proved ineffeCtual. He was in
-continual chace of them from the beginning
of December 174, to the end of February
1742-3; and at length, with aftonithing
bravery and perleverance, he obliged them to
repatr to their general rendezvous ; and to

retire out of the proviaces over the Bierbo~
K 4 - hen
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Peen hills ; from whence they foon took their
departure for Sittarab, to render an account
of thrir expedition—Ileaving many of their
brethren behind them in the hands of k-

“wera?, who had been taken prifoners in dif-

ferent actions. Amonuft the prioners, was
an oflicer of diftin¢tion, character, and au-
thority, named Seflarow, of whom we fhall
again have occafion to make mention.

The ufurper had hardly time to breathe
and fnrm fome hopes of recefs, and eafe to
himfelf; and tranquillity to his harraffed and
defolate country ; when he was again alarm-
ed by advices from Or//fz, that another army
of Mabarattors had entered the provinces
by the way of Cuttack, commanded by
Ragosee : and to compleat his diftrefs, and
put his fortitude to the utmoft proof, he
fhortly after received intelligence by ex-
prefs from FHodjee, that a third army of
Mabarattors had entered by the fide of
Patna commanded by Ballerew, and had
already penetrated within a day or two’s
march cof Siwlhyg Jly. Thefe Generals led
cach an army of 60,000 Vorfe ; the firft had
been difpatched from Si/tarab, to enforce
the orders before given to Bofchar Pundit,
and to fupport him in the execution
of them: the latter, marched out later freﬁn

tne
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the fame city with inftructions to join Re-
gojee, and avenge the murder of Bofchar
Pundit ; of which, advice had been received
at Sittaran, by exprefles fent from Bierdy- .
been 1mmediately after that event,

The ufurper thus befet, and apprehenfive
of being hemmed in by the two armies, and
again cut off from his capital ; dire¢r d his
march with the utmoft celerity to Curwab
bitdge ; which he gained:; pafled over hig
wiiole army ;5 deftroyed the bridge ; and pro-
ceeded to his capital ; with a mind greatly
agitated and opprefled, by the refleGion of -
being again forced to abandon his country
to mercilels enemies, whom he was not
able to oppote with troops, enfeebled by
continual labour and hardihips.

The reader may remember of how great
mportance the pafs of Siclygully might have
been to the unfortunate Suffravz Khan, had
it been properly put in a ftate of defence.
‘The ufurper well knew it’s confeqnence ;
and therefore, foon after his poﬁ’cﬂing him-
felt of the Soubai fhip, he ftationed there
a trufty ofhicer with proved troops, and three
picces of cannon— lepending that a vigo-
rous ftand would there be made apainft the
invaders on the fide of Parma, and their

Clh-



( 132 ) |
entrance into Bengal at leaft retarded, if the
pafs was as will defended as it was capable
ot : not fufpeCting- that there was a pofii-
- bility of their obtaining an inlet by any
other paffage, unlefs they marched far to
the Weftward by the Pachet road, and en-
tered by Bierbobeen; as Bofchar Pundit had
done the preceding year; flattering himfelf,
fhould they attempt it, that by {fo long 2
march they would not be able to reach the
province before the annual rains fet in: but
herein his forefight failed him.

Ballajee Row, more commonly (though
improperly) known by the name of Ba/-
lerow, on his arrival in the neighbourhood
of Boglypore; received intelligence from
thofe who had joired him, and were de-
clared enemies of the ufurper’s houfe, that
by his attempting to force the pafs of Sicy-
gully he would hazard the lofs of a multi
tude of his men; and probably in the end
be obliged to relinquith the defign with dif-
arace to his arms.—The Pachet road was
propofed, but he declined hearkening to it/
urging ¢ that thereby he fhould lofc his
« harveft of plunder for that year; all
«« which would be appropriated by his
«« friend Ragojee to fatten himfelf and fol-
lowers ; whilft be and Ass people would

¢ bhe
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¢ be left to ﬂamezon the Pﬂt_fff’&' (pal;ry)

t contributions, he-had been able to raife in
¢< Babar.”’

Whilft he was under this difficulty, the
evil genius of the ufurper (and of unhappy
Bengal) ditated a meafure, that extricated
him out of it without danger to himfelf or
followers. He fent for fome of the petty
Rajahs from the neighbouring Colgong hills;
and queftioning them concerning a paffage
through the hills to Benga/, he offered them
a large reward if any of them would {fup-
ply him with guides to anfwer that purpofe.
The Rajahs, to a man, were well enough
difpofed to comply with his wifhes; for the
ufurper’s treacherous condu, during the
firlt fix years of his government of Babar,
had rendered bis name as hatefu} as dread-
ful to them all: yet none of them had
knowledge enough of the three ranges of
mountains that feparated Babar from Ben-
gal, to engage in {0 hazardous an under-

taking.

The enquiry ar.d reward being, however,
bruited abroad, I came to the ears of an
old peafant an inh-bitant of Colgong hills,
This man came to the Mabarattor camp,
and detired to be introduced to the prefence

of
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of the General; which having obtained, he
boldly undertack, on the forfeiture of his
head, to guide his army through fecret paf-
fes into Bengal, for a reward of one Lac of
Rupees, paid down to his family.

The General taking two of the Rajahs
afide, to whom the peafant was known ; and
enquiring of them touching the character
of the man; and what degree of credit
might be given to his veracity and know-
ledge ; he received fuch encouragement that
he no longer doubted; and accordingly paid
down the money, and iffued his orders for
marching the next day.

The guide, with faithfulnefs and dexteri-
ty, led the whole Mabarattor army ; at firfk
Weflward, a point or two Southerly; until
he found a pafi, which he fought for about
the center c:f the range of the Colgonz hills,
This pafs being found, it was his mark for
the remainder of the expedition ; and he
carricd them through it by very praticable
roads with much facility, until the mouth -
of it opened upon the lev:l country between
the Colgong and Telliag.rry hills.  From
hence his courfe was d ie South, "which led
to the fecond pafs through the laft-men-
tioned hills: this pafs he accomplifhed with

equal



( 141 )

equal eafe; and from hence for two days
he croflfed the level country, that lies be-
tween the Telliagurry and Rajambol rmoun-
tains ; fthaping his courfe about South-Eaft -
at night he told the General he muft -halc
until the morning fun appeared. In the
morning he led them due South; and in
the evening of the fame day gntered a pafs
which. guided them throughithe Rajambol
mountains; and landed (if we may be al-
lowed the expreflion) the whole army, with-
out the lofs either of man or horfe, in Besn-
gal; on the plains, Wefl of the city of Re-
jambol, at a little town called Baniar Gang.
Having performed his obligation in fix days,
from leaving Bogulpore (more commonly by
the Englith called Boglypore) through ways
uptil this period deemed totally impaffible ;
he was farther rewarded with handfome
prefents by Ballajee Row, and departed to
his home: his name was Siztaram Roy; a
Gentos of the Raazpeot tribe, Ballajee
Row reached Banian Gang the 13th of
March, Anno 1742-3.

The ufurper, who had received exprefs
intelligence of Ballajee Row's departure
from Boguipere, ard of the march of his.
army Weltward; d.c not entertain the leaft
doubt but he was gone round the’ moun-

tains
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tains to enter Bengal by the Pachet or Biore
bobeen ; and was fo much convinced of it,
that b= began to prepare again for taking
the field ; projeing that he might be able
« bring the other army under Ragogee to an
engagement, and defeat him before he could

poilibly be joined by Ballgjee Row: but he
had hardly formed this refolution, when he

was advifed by a courier, from his Governor
of Rajambol, ¢ That Ballajee Row had en-
“ tered Bengal by paffes through the moun-

“ tains, and was by that time, he believed,
* joined with Ragosee.”

This intelligence fhocked the nfurper’s
prefent hopes, but not his courage and con-
ftancy : he laid afide the proje& of repaffing
the Cutwab river—but determined not to
coop himf{elf up again in his capital; for the
defence of which having made every necef-
firy provifion, he formed a ftrong camp not

far from the city; preferving a ready com-
munication with it,

The two Mabarattor Generals met in
the Burdomaan country, the 17th  March,
1742-3; and after a private conference, the
following agreement war publifhed, * that
“ an equal partition of the revenues and
“ plunder thould be made between the two

¢ armies,
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« armies, who neverthelefs were to al
« diftin@ly under their refpe@ive Generals
«« and officers.” They then fettled the dif-
ferent routs of their detached fmall parties,
and took intire pofleflion of the country,
Then uniting the main bodies of their ar-
mics, they marched to Cutwab ; conftruét-
ed a new bridge; and pafled over with their
whole force. Here they again feparated,
and renewed the depredations every where,
that Bofchar Pundit had begun the preced-
ing year.

During thefe tranfa&tions, the ufurper
kept himfelf within his entrenchments ; yet
he was not idle. Convinced he could not
oppofe them by force, he had nothing left
but to combat them with fraud and ftrata-
gem; weapons which he was as great a mal-
ter of, as of arms. His firft movement was,
to acquire a2 minute knowledge of the tem-
per, genius, capacity, and characters of the
two leaders of-the enemy; and how they
affe@ed each other. In all thefe particulars
he obtained perfe@ fatisfa&ion, by the
means of his pr.foner Sefarcw. before men-
tioned ; whom he had diftinguifhed by every
mark of favor and r=fpe& from the time he
firlt fell into his hands; forefeeing he might
be of future ufe to hin: = and from the arrival

of
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of the two armiés he had rédoubled his

carefles ; and of an enemy, had made him
a fait friend. '

Diwvide and conguer, was one of the ufur-
per’s favorite maxims in politics, as well as
war. By the lights he had received from
Seflaroiw, he rightly judged the minds of
the enemies Generals were fitly difpofed to
take the impreflion he intended to ftamp on
them—h¢ learnt that Ballajee Row, was
hot; infolent; and withal avaritious to an
extreme degree: that Ragojee was the bra-
veft foldier, but irritated and jealous at Ba/-
lajee Row’s being fent equal in command
with him, as he bore a fuperior rank to the
other. And more to flatter - the ufurper’s
artful views, he was informed that already
there fubfiited fome -mifunderftandings be~
tween them and their refpective troopss
touching fufpicions of an unjuft divifion of
their plunder on both fides.

With thefe materials he began to work;
laboring to enlarge a breach that' was not
yet wide enough for an attack. His plan
was; by ¢very means to promote the growth
of th-{e feeds of divifion and jealoufy which

ad already taken root amongft them: to
tius end, he dire@eC fome capable emif-
i 8 faries
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faries (fully  inftructed) to defert to both
armies ; thefe executed his purpofes fo well,
that they produced the effect he wilied ¢
they prepoficfled the enemy againft them-
felyes; who accufed each other of illicit
practices i1n the divifion both of the revenues
and plunder; and the. {pies were fo well
prepared, that they produced proofs and
vouchers of many inftances of what they in-
finuated (on both fides) that would not ad-
mit of contradié¢tion. This oecafioned mu-
tual hed's and animofizies between the two
armies, *and an open rupture {oon followed ;
cach refolving to a& in future on a feparate
and independant footing. The vfurper feized
this favorable occafion; and knowing e/
Jarow had an influence over Ballajec Row,
(to whom he was related) he employed him
to negotiate, in the moft fecret manner, a
feparate treaty of peace with that General.

Seffarow exertgd his power with fuch fuc.
cefs, that he foon difpofed his relation to
receive favorable imprefiions of the ufurper,
and readily to hearken to a peace with him.
Uo this he was the more eafily induced, as
“hereby he indulged his ruling paffion in the
hopes of making his own advantage of the
Ulurper, without the participation of his
rival Ragojee.
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The preliminaries of this- treaty were
{oon adjufted, < the nfurper was to cede
 to~Ballajee Row alone, the Chout of two
‘¢ years revenues ; “nd Ba/lajec Row engaged
~¢¢ on his part, to join the Ufurper with his
¥ force, and affift him in driving Ragojee
‘“ and his army out of the provinces.” It
was further agreed, that to keep up the ap-
pearance of enmity and deceive Ragojee ;
Ballajee Row’s army fthould advance nearer
to the Ufurper’s camp,—and make a thew
of attacking it: this movement was not
only made to amufe Ragojes, but alfo to fa-
cilitate a perfonal conference between the
Ulurper and the General ; which was *to

take place on the thirtieth of March 1747,
near Plaffey.

On the twenty-ninth of March, the ufur-
per quitted his camp, and directed his masch
towards Plzffey. He was not far advanced,
before his{piesbrought him intelligence, that
Ragojee’s army was in motion, as well as
Ballajee Row’s : this raifed a {ufpicion in /-
verds, that the treaty was only affented to,
to amufe him, and draw him out of his
camp: therefore he immediately retired to
it again ; and the treaty was ret.rded until -
the motions of the two armies were ex-
plained to him. |

Seflaromw,
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Seffar#w, deeply chagrined at fufpicions
which refleGted on his own Jimcerity, enga=
ged on the forfeiture of his head for #4a2
~of hiscoufin ; which engagement being {up-
ported by a folemn oath (the Ganges) on
the part of Ballajer Row, Aliverds's doubts
fubfided ; the treaty was refumed ;" and the
conference gppointed on the third of April
but the place of meeting was changed to

midway between Ply/fy and Burwab ; a few
miles nearer his camp ax;'d capital ¥,

On the fecond of Aprs/, the ufurper again
“uitted his camp, and began his march;
having draughted off a felect body of 10,000
horfe; commanded by Muflapha Kban ;
that moved on his flank, to be an occafional
check on Ragajee.-

Onthe third, the chiefs metat theappoint-
ed place, in a tent (previoufly examined by
deputies from~both parties) about two
corfe diftant from each of their Armies, ——
'The condition openly infifted upon by the
Mabarattor was, ¢ that twenty’-—ﬁve‘ Iaclof‘

* The caufe that gave rife to Mliverd?s {ufpicions,
was this.~——Ragojce hiving heard that Ballajee Row
intended to uttack AverdPs camp, and judging the
city would fall a prey to him ifhe fucceeded, he put his

army in motion, that he might be near at hand, o
come in for a fhare of the plunder,

L 2 “ rupees,
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“ rupees, for two years Chout of the reve-
““ nues, {hould be paid~down in goid;”
to this the Ulurper seplied, © that howfo-
““ ever unreafonable the demand was, con-
¢ {idering they themfelves had colleGed
““ the whole of the revenues and cuftoms
‘““ for the lalt two years; yet, he would
“ not make any obje@ion, provided that
““ Raggee could be brought # fign the
‘¢ treaty ; otherwife he could not {fubmit
“to it:” This unexpected propofil wae
highly difgufiful to Ballajee Row, and had
well nigh broke off the treaty; but by -the
witerpofition of Seffarow, he was at lafts
prevailed on to fend the overture to Rago-
Jee 3 but not untit he -had been made eafy
by the promife of a privatc grawaty for
himfelf. | |

Ragoree ymmediately returned for an{wer,
“ that he would hearken to no terms of ac-
¢ commodation, unlefs the-nayment of the
¢ Chout 1 perpetuity, was eftablithed to
¢ them ; as a preliminary article for treat-
“ ing at alk*)”

When the meflenger returned with this
laconic reply, the treaty fecmed for fome

* This preliminary wa: diQated to 'him by Mbir
Hubbeeb, who joined Ragopes as foon as he entered the
province of Bengall, |

time
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time fufpended.—However, by the addrefs
and mediation of S¢/arew, a_feparate peace
was at faft concluded with Ballojee Row, on
the following terms—< That the Ufurper
¢¢ fhall pay down two years Chout, eftimat-
¢ ed at twenty-two lac of rupees in gold ;
¢ and that Ballajee Row fhould either fatisfy
““ Ragojee, or join the Ufurper to drive
¢ oim out of the country.” To the per-
formance of which they both folemnly en-
gaged themielves by the moft obligatory
oaths ; this done, and mutual compliments
and Prefcn,ts made, they parted. -

The Ufurper with great pun@uality perw
formed his part of the treaty in two days;
and Ballajee Row {o far reparded it, that he
drew off his armv ; repaffed Cutwab river;
and retired to Burdomaan, followed by Ra-
gojee ; who thought himfelf no match for
the Ulurper on equal terms.

Ballagjee  Row, recalled all his detached
parties ; and making a dividend amongft his
troops of part of the Ufurper’s contribution,
according to their different ranks, he quitted
Bengall ; and marched by way of Bierbobeen
to Sittarab ; leaving (in breach of his fo-
lemn oath) Ragosee to make the beft terms
he could for himfelf.

L 17 This
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This General made the motft of his time ;
and immediately took -poffeffion of thofe
parts af the cotntry, which had been lately
evacuated by Baflaiee Row’s flying parties.
He fent Mbir Fubbeeh, with the title and
authority of General, to take poffeflion of
Orifla; who accordingly feated himfelf at

Cuttack, where he ruled as {fovereign of
the province.

The Ufurper, called upon by the univer-
fal clamour of the people, and diftreffes
of his country, once more quitted his ca-
pital, croffed over Cuzawab river; and mar-
ched in jurfuit of Ragoejee : in which chace
he was employed all the remaining part of
April, and until the middle of Mayswithout
being able, by any art or ftratagem, to bring
himtoa general action.  And the rains fet-
ting 1n earlier than ufuval this year, and the
roads becoming impaﬂ‘ablc; ‘both armies
were obliged to go into quarters, about the
twentieth of Aay. At the clofe of this
campaign the enemy remained in quiet pof-
feflion of Oriffa ; and of all the countryon _
the Weftern fhore of the Hougley river ;
from Rallafore, to within a few miles of

Tanna's Forz, near the Englfh fcttlement
of Fort William *. |

* Alrverdi retired with his army to Mer/badabad, and
Ragsjec with his main body te Bierbeon during the rains.

Thou gh
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Though the treaty of peace with Balla-
jee Row anfwered a prefent purpofe, and re-
lieved the Ufurper from the more imme-
diate danger which threatzned himfelf, his
capital and family ; yet it afforded no relief
to the provinces. The partial execution of
the treaty on the part of the Muabarattor,
he could not be much furprifed at;as him-
{elf had fet them an example of perfidy and
treachery.

Every evil attending deftrucive war,
was felt by this unhappy country in the
moft eminent degree. A f{carcity of grain
in all parts ; the wages of labor oreatly en-
hanced ; trade ; foreign and inland, laboring
under every difadvantange and ovpreflion:
—and although during the recefles of the
enemy, from fuie to Oéfober, the manu-
factures of this »pulent kingdom raifed
their drooping heads, yet the duration of
their reprieves from danger was {o (hort,
that every fpecies of cloth at the Arungs
was haftily, and confequently badly fabri-
cated ; thouph immenfely ratfed 10 1ts prices
and from thelc cantes came into difrepute
at all the forcign markets ; particularly at
the Weftern ports of Suddab, Mocha, and
Bufforab.

1. 4 The
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The trade of the Ewropeans became greatly
embarraffed and injured ; their effe@s were
oftcin- plundered by the enemy ; and thefe
grievances were much heightened by oppref-
five exaltions of the Ulurpefr. But in this
- they were not fingalar ; for the whole of the
people who ftill remained within the  reach
of his grafp, fuffered equally in this re{peé :
even Fuggaat Seet’s houfe, which fo emi-
nently promoted his ufurpation, was often
fleeced ; to the malicious y of all, who
were friends to Soujab Kban's family.

For thefe opprefiive meafures the Ulurper
~ bad nothing. to plead in exteényiation, but
toe neceffities of bis {z’mz‘z‘m : and in truth,
had he not been the ungrateful traytor he
was, they were fuch, as would have merited
the deepeft commileratior ; for although by
his ufurpation he becarie pofleflfed of the
treafures of the three .aft Seubahs, yet fo
immenfe were his ~ontinual expences and
difburfements, that little of them remained ;
it being pretty well known, that he, notwith-
ftanding what has been faid of the treaty -
with Ballajee Row, did not buy the abfence
and retreat of that General, for a fum lefs
than five Zorore of rupees *; although the
twenty-two lac, for two years Chout only,
were {pecioully publifhed to the world; to
3 Fve Million S.fﬁ'rfir.rg._ )
lavg
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fave the €fedit of the Ufurper, and to afford
an opportunity to the- Makarattor of fecrating
from his followers all above that fum; which
he appropriated to his own ufe; befides the
lions fhare of the twenty-two lac: thercfore
he was well enabled at his departure to pre-
fent to Feyndi Amet Khan, Hodjed's fecond
foh, a fingle compleat drefs (for Seerpah)
valued at two lac of rupees. |

In Octeber 1747, the next campaign
opened; when the Ufarper again took the
field: and Ragoiee defcending from the
heights of Bierbobeen, aflembled his forces
about Bwrdwan—The fucceeding moriths
exhibited the fame fcenes of marches, coutt=
termarches, retreats and fkirmifhes, with va.
riowns fueces ; but-with uniform mifery to the
people; who new for the firft time, began to
be plundered, and crnelly treated ; as well
by the detached pat ies of the Ufurper, as
of the enemy: the fC'mer afluming the
drefs and accoutrements of the Mabarat-
fors, to cover and conceal their villaisies,

In March 1744, thefe ifivadet: ontered
the provinces in frefh fhoals, by Untzach,
Bierbobeern: and Patna, excited by bz im-
menfe booty carried off bv their brcthren,
the two preceding years—and thus this miie

{erable
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ferable country fell annually a prey to the
depredations of the Muabarattors, under
vartous leaders, for the fix fucceeding years ;
receiving no effecteal check, but from the
fuccefhon of the ufual rainy feafons. During
thefe intermediate f{paces the country was
- left to fatten, that it might again be worth
devouring. In the mean while, the Ufur-
per fuftained himfelf with amazing con-
ftancy, intrepidity and addrefs ; though often
reduced to the deepeft diftrefles ; parts of his
capital being frequently attacked and plun-
dered.

In the latter part of the year 1744, by in-
defatigable and {fudden marches he attacked
and beat up all the quartersof the enemy; and
obliged themto retire much fooner than ufual.
Oriffa only remaining ir. their pofleffion;
carly in December 1744, 1e marched to that
province ; where with :xpedition hardly to
be conceived, he -.took Cutfack, and re-
covered the province ; obliging the enemy
to retreat to the hills. Then leaving forces
for the defence of it, he returned, and ar- .
nived at the capital, the beginning of Fe-
bruary 1744-5; crowned with laurels; and
received with wonder. Here, revolving ip
his mind the confufion of affairs in the

province of Babar and city of Patna; and
| it
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its importance to him, as being one of the
enemies keys into hiseountry; and determin-
ing to have a Governor there, whofe cou age,
capacity and integrity be might repofe a
perfect confidence in, he fixed upon his ne-
phew Feyndee Amet Khar for this poft of
truft, who poflefled thefe qualities in a very
high degree. He {oon after fet out for his

- government, efcorted by a ftrong body of
hor!e.

We fhall omit entering more minutely
into the particular occurrences of thefe an-
nual invafions, which would only exhibit
an irkfome detail of murders, oppreflions,
and diftrefles, fimilar to thofe already re-
cited: but as we cannot help viewing this
Ufurper in an extraordinary light, we fhould
be 1nexcufable in 1egleCting to lay before
the public and jofterity thofe ftriking
events, which werc interefting in them-
felves ; and which mo: ~ ftrongly mark the
charatter and genius of this great, though
wicked man, in the courfe of a deftruc-
tive eight years war. With this intent only
we again refume our narrative from the
clofe of the year 1745; a period which
gave birth. to an cident, that eventually
proved not only the deftruction of his hi-

therto
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therto favorite General ; but alfo that of his
brother and nephew. -

It was, at the trme juft mentioned above,
that the Ufurper firft began to entertain {uf-
picions and jealouiles of the great reputation
and power of Mujflapha Kban; who had, by
his malfter’s liberality and other means, at
diffc-ent times acquired great wealth; which
he profufely beftowed on the foldiery, but
chicfly on the Pafars; thereby gaining a dan-
~ gerous popularity, that bore too much the
appearance of ambitious views. Whether he
really had any defigns againft his mafter is
not known; but his being the idol of the ar-
INy was caufe fufficient to make him obnoxi-
ous; in a government where no fubject can
with fafety to himfelf, or to his prince, be
poffefled of a fuperior d:gree of power or
renown.

The Ufurper hac . eceived intelligence from
his brother Hedjee, that Muftapha Kbhar was
forming defigns to his prejudice; and that he
had a&ually concerted meafures with the Ma--
barattors, for cutting him off the enfuing
year; and placing himfeif 1n the government.

Whether this intelligence had truth for

'v’s foundation, or was only afterwards de-
vifed
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viled to cover the ftep, that was premedis
tated againit Mujlapba Kéan, is uncertain,
Hodjee, however, had the aedrefs to pno-
duce vouchers for his fuipicions that ap-
proached to falts; and thefe acquiring
weight from the brother’s apprehenfions of
that General’s known talents, reputation,
and popularity ; it was refolved at all events-
that he fthould be aflaflinated the next time
he appeared at court: afifaflins were accord-
ingly provided, and ftationed for his recep-
tion.

But Muflapha Kban being -generally be-
loved, the defign againft him could not be
{fo fecretly condulted, as to prevent his re-~
ceiving hints to provide for his fafety; and
though thefe were imperfect, they were yet
{ufficiently alarmin v to urge his inmediate
departure from the city, with 3000 Paten
horfe. In about t.-elve hours after, he
was followed by Sum, ~r Khan, a Patan
General next 1n command to him, with
about 2000 more of their country-men.
The whole being joined, by rapid marches,
they arrived at Siclygally, before any fuf-
picion or intelligence of a breach between
them and- the Ulurper had reached the
commander of that pafs; and by a well
teigned ftory of their being difpatched to

join
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join and re-inforce Feyndee Amet Kbhar, |
they were permitted to advance into Babar
withéut interruption; intending to pafs
through that .prcvince into the Pazran
country.

S0 great a defetion of his beft troops,
with two officers of fuch reputation at their
head, ftruck the Ufurper with the deepeft
apprehenfions, and this on a double feore.
He had the greateft caufe to dread a union
between the Mabarattors and Muftapha
Kban ; and by the fecret flight of that General,
he became convinced that fome traytors were
about his perfon: but ftill himfelf, under
every exigency and difficulty, he loft not a
moment—Dby large prefents, and larger pro-
mifes, he fecured the filelity of the re-
maining Patans fent exprefs upon ex-
prefs to his nephew Fer 1di Amet Kban, in-
forming him of this r itoward event, with
orders ¢ to take tt._ field with what troops
““ he could get together, and endeavour to
““ intercept the fugitive Patans—and that
“ himfelf would go in purfuit of .them, -
‘““ and probably they might be hemmed
“ 1n between them,”

‘The Ufurper immediately put himfelf at
tiie head of a ftrong body of forces, who
were
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were beft attached to his perfon and go-
vernment ; and with the greateft expedition
arrived at Siclygully; where he only fiayed
to firike off the head of- that commander,

who had fuffered the Pazans to pafs his
poit. -

Had the unfortunate Muflapha Kbar
made the {ame expedition from the pafs of
Siclygully, as he did to 1it; he would, in all
human probability, bave eluded the purfuit,
and pafled through Babar before he could
poflibly have been intercepted by Feynd? Amet
Kban, or overtaken by the Ufurper. . But
for a particular reafon, to be hereafier men-
tioned; and not fufpecting he was purfued,
he proceeded through Babar by fuch flow
marches, that the Ufurper came up with
him between M:ughir and Patnaz; and
fent a meflenger *o him with offers of
pardon, to himfelf nd followers; if they

would {ubmit, -and en.“race again his fer-
vice.

Mufiapha Khan difdaining all terms of
accommodation, returned the Ufurper’s mef~
fenger, with a brave defiance to him ; and
receiving intelligence at the fame time, that
Feyndi Amet was within a few hours march
of him, he thought it moft advifcable to

face
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facé about, and fight the Ufurper firft; hay»
ing learrit his troops were very little {fuperior
in nutmber to his own; therefore without
hefitation he diffributed the neceflary or-
ders; and gave the fignal for battle,

The conflit was bloody, but of rio long
duration. Valour and refentment took full
pofleffion of the foul of Myffaphe Khan, and
left no place for prudence or precagtion: fired
with the hope of executing his vengeance on
the Ulurper, he thowght all elfe unworthy
his fword ; and attempting with too much
impetuofity to penetrate to that part where
Aliwerdi fought, and not being well fup-
ported, he was {oon {urronnded, overpowes-
ed and flain—his head was {eparated from
his body, and elevated upen a fpear his
death being known to th. Patans, Sumfeer
Kban, with thofe that firvived the battle,
made a fpeedy flight; - ad taking a rout dif-
ferent from that, b which Feyndi Amet
Kban was advancing, hey efcaped out of
the province ; notwithftanding the eager pur-
{uit that was made after them:.

The Ufurper returned to his capital morg
dreaded, but lefs belovea by the people, for
this laft firoke of his policy. The jealaudy,
and (generally believed) upjult motives,

7 .ﬁ for
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for aflaflinating the Pason General were now
blazed abread ; and the Ulurper became the
obje&t of deteftation to fome- of his beft
friends, who drew a conclefion (from this
a¢t of bafe mgratitude 1o the man, who had
lo often preferved hislife and government)—
very unfavorable, and alarming to them-
felves; as the merits of their greateft fer-
vices, might on the {lighteft {ufpiciens or
feary 1n the cowardly breaft of Hodjee, only
draw on their own deftruction.

Hodyee, who had accompanied his bro-
ther in this expedition againft Muflapha
Kban, advanced with the head of the Ge-
neraly to meet his {on Feyndi Amet Khan.
With him he retorned to Patna ; and after
beftowing many indignities upon the head
of that brave man, “whofe face he could not
have beheld the day before, without fink-
ing nto abje&t fear an i terror ; he had now
the coward bravery, to ~der it to be carried
in triumph three times round the city ;—
unworthy and indecent nfults ! from which
the remembrance of his former fignal fer-
v.ces fhould have defended his fenfelefs
remalins.———Fu/fice feemed to intereft her-
felf 1n avenging the.death of this gallant
man, by favoring 1n an extraordinary maon-
ner the efcape of her deflined infiroment

M - Sumfeer
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Sumjer Kban : and the brave Foyndi Amef
Khan, at the fight of the barbarous infults
excreifed by~his father, could” not refrain
from tears; for great friendthip {ubfifted be-
tween him and the deceafed ; and his me-
mory was dear to Jum.

We will leave Hodjee on his return to
Morﬂxzdabﬂd . exulting for a thort time over
the {uccels of his treacherous machinations ;
and advert to Sumfeer Khan.

This Patan General arriving fafe with his
faw followers in their own country, began
immediately to levy troops ; and with fuch
{uccels, that in the year 1747, he was en-
hled to advance towards Pafra, at the head
of 8ooo choice horle.

Llere it is neceffary to advertife the rea-
der, that the two Prtan Geuerals on their
fudden retreat fror the city of Merfbadabad,
had opened a correfpondence with Mbpir
Fubbeeh, informing him < that they fhould
¢« return the next year, to attempt the cap-
<« ture and plunder of Patna ; then march
¢ by the hills and join the Mabarattor
« army; and with +heir united force at-
« tack the Ulurper ; declaring themfelves
¢ jultly abfolved from all allegiance to Zbe

«“ affaffin.”

L L]
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“ affaffin.”  Mbir Hullech improved upon
this pian and advifed *“ to encounter Hadsee
““ and the Ulurper with their swn Wearons,
“ craft and treachery ; for that, by addrefs
““ and management, and a well feigned con-
“ tritton for their former condud, and a
““ frefh tender of their troops, they might
“ cafily obtain an interview with the Nabob
«“ of Patna; at which they fhould cut him
““ off : a circumftance that would much fa-
“ cilitate the taking and plundering that city
¢ {which feemed to be their principal ob-
““ ject) as fuch an event mufll neceflarily
‘“ caufe the greateft confufion and confler-
‘“ pation in the place.”

It was this intercourle of letters, that
proved fatal to Muflapba Kban ; by retarding
his efcape through Babar, as already men-
tioned—but the cownfel of Mbir Hubbeeb
was not loft upon Sumjier Kban; who was
a man, poilefled of ever~ requifite, for carry-
ing it into effetral executiCn. He was brave ;
artful ; beloved and highly efteemed by his
officers and {oldiers; who, to a man, were
antted to him 1y a lolemn vow, to take an
exemplary revenge for the death and iadig-
‘nities of their late lamented commander ; or
perith in the attempt.

M 2 " With
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With this determined view, Sumnfeer Kbhar
began his march; and being arrived within
a teaw hours of Parna, on the oppofite thore
of the river, he difpatched a letter to
Feyndi Amet Khan, couched in the follow-
Ing terms, ‘¢ that his heart had felt the
¢ deepeft compunction for his paft conduct,
““ to which he had been inftigated by the
“ rath counfels of his late commanding of-
‘““ ficer; that he appealed to Feynds Anet
“ himfelf, to witnefs for the proved fidelity
he had always thown for the fervice and
‘¢ interelt of the Soubah his uncles that he
““ bad now ratfed a faithfal and tried body
of officers and troops; who, with him,
were rcady to devote their lives to his
commands, againit the common enemies
of his houfe and country: hoping he
{(hould obtain permriion to vifit him
and i a perfonal conference, give him

more convincing proofs of his attachment
‘ and f{ubmifiion.”

€
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Feyndi Amnct Kban immediately com-
municated the contents of this letter to his
father Hodjee, who was very lately arrived
at Parna 3 brought thither by {fome informa-
tions the nmtherc had rececived of the con-
certed fcheme between Sumfeer Khan and
Mbir Hubbeeh, for the plunder of that capi-

tal—
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tal—Hodjee, without a moment’s hefitation,
crdered his fon to encourage Sumfeer Klan's
vifit, and cut him off; tellicg him, he him-
{elf would direct the means.

Feynai Amet Khan, much averfe to obey
thefe orders, determined to walt thofe of
his uncle to whom ke wrote, and tranfmitted
a copy cf Sumforr Khan's letter 5 and in the
mean time he returned 1 cwvi terms a reply
to the Patan General, telling him < he
‘“ had forwarded the purport of his requeft
¢ to the Soubah, but that he could not give
‘“ any conclufive anfwer thereto, before the
““ Soubah’s pleafure was known.” ‘This
foon reached him, in thefe few, but pe-
remptory words, “ Regarding the bufinefs
‘“ between us and Sumfeer Kban, follow the
‘““ orders of your faher.” |

Flodjee direCted Foudi Amet Khan to
write to the Paran Gereral, ¢ that he thould
¢ with pleafure receive his vifits, and re-
“ Joice to cmbrace him ; as the Soubah had
- readily accepted the tender of bis fervices,
“ and withed his fpeedy march to Mor/hada-
“ bad.’ To which purport the Ufurper
“had likewile wrote to him in prefling terms

thereby intending to lull him into the greater
jecurity,

M 1 We
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VWe have already hinted the method pro-
poled by Mpir Hulbeeh to. the-two Patan
Generals, for taking off the [INabob of
Patna, and plundering the city. . The intelli-
génce the brothers had received extended
only to the latter part of their {cheme; of
the intended affaflination of the Nabob they
had not the leaft conception.———Hodee's
ccunter-plot  for the murder of Sumjfeer
Khan, was concerted it manper-following.
A day was appointed for the General’s vifit
to Yeyndi Amet Kban, on a plain a fmall
diftance INorth of the city ; where a {ump-
tUcas tent was prepared for his reception ;
in the fuor of which a mine was {unk,
whofe train extended fome diftance from:the
tenit, The {ignal for putting fire to the train,
was Fevudi dnet Kian'y withdrawing a cer-
tain ipace from the ten, ~——EVEry circum-
ftance of which was betrayed to pumjfeer
Kkan, by a Patan ‘n the fervice and con:
fidence of Iogyer. |

On the receipt of the Ulurper’s and the
Nabob’s leticrs, Sumfeer - Kban pafled th

s river with his tioops, about two miles to the
;747 Northward of the city ; and being advanced,
| an the day appointed, within -a furlong of
the tent; he received a polite meflage from
the Nabob, requeiting ‘¢ that he would
| | - ‘¢ favor
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« favér him in ordering his troops to halt;
¢« that they ‘might not in their conference
« be incommaded by the duft ; for that he
<« himfelf was only attended by fifty fol-
¢ lowers. This requett was inftantly
complied with, and the Latan General pro-
ceeded to the tent with a few feleCted atten-
dants only ; all of whom were provided with

armour under their coats.

They met in matual embraces, and with
the mot affectionate compliments ; - thefe
over . they feated themiclves, and began to
confer upon the operations of the war,
againft the common encmy the Mabarat-
fors, After about an hout’s di{courfe, a
fervant came and whifpered the Nabob,
who foon after arofe, telling the General
«« that he was jult going to give fome ne-
<« ceffary crders for his reception and en-
« tertainment in th= city, and (hould at-
« tend him 2gain in a-few minutes,”
When he had got half way to the door of
the tent, Sumfeer Kban and his attendants
drew their fcymitars, fell upon Feynds Adinet
Kban, killed him, and all that were in the
tent, before they had ume to make any
refittance : fome in:tantly flew to the head
of the train, to which they were perfectly
inftructed, and prevented fire being put to

M 4 i.ti
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it; for on the alarm, thofe who were on
the cutfide of the tent, and thereby efcap-
ed the ﬂaughter,_ fled with all fp:cd to the
city.

Sz;mﬁer Klan made a fignal for his troops
to advance ; and mounting his horfe gained
the city almoft as foon as the fugitives, and
entered 1t fword in hand with his foldiers ;
before Hodjce Hamet had received the leaﬂ;
intelligence of the uniappy fate of his be-
loved {on.

He proceeded immediately to the palace,
where, with little refiitance, he toock Hodyee
Hamet priloner, at the very. moment he
was (in difguife) making his efcape ; and
after “fecuring him pander a firong guard,
he went in ﬁ:arch of tne principal trea~
Jures of the city, (to which.-he  was i~
nutely dire@ted by bis {pies) thefe he de-
pofited 1n the paJﬂc and gave up the town
to be plund ered by the foldiers ; who, for
the fpace of three days, commutted every
ravage and outrage that revenge and avarice,
backed by uncontrolled power, could medi-
tate and execute ; except agamit the Eng-
lith, French, and Dutch fallori€s ; which
alone remained exempt frem ruin and un-

an_: led] cd
Hodjee
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Hodjee Hamet, after {uffering the heavieft
reproaches and revilings from- Sumfeer "Chan,
for his bafe ingratitude, treachery, and
cruelty to Muflapha Kban; and after un-
dergeing a hundred and ooe lathes from
the fevere difcipline of the Khorah, was by
order of the genernl fet on an afs, with his
legs tied under the belly of the animal; and
his face painted half black, half white ; and
thus led round the city, the fame route him-
{elt had appointed for the head of- the un-
fortunate Muflaphba Kian.—Returning from
this difgraceful progrefs, the dilcipiine of
the Khorah was again inflicted on him;
not only 2s a punithment, but with a view
to c¢xtort from him a confeflion and dif-
covery of a large fum in gold and diamonds;
which, it was faid, he- had buried or other~
wile fecreted ;—but he bore the lath with
amazing conftancy ; and made not the dif-
covery that wag aimed at—After this he
was chained to the leg™s-an elephant,—
to that very elephant, on which the head
of Mufiapha Kban was expofed and elvat-
cd. Sumfeer Kban had doomed him to a
cruel and lingering death; but-one of his
guards,  touched with his great age; the
high dignity he had born; his cruel fuffer-
ings; and heavy lamentations for his mur-
dered fon; conveyed; in pity to him, a dofe

of



(170)
of poifon ; which he greedily fevallowed and
nut an end to fits miferable being.

Sumfeer Kban, after this exemplary ven-
geance, made a fhnrt ftay at Pafna, and re-
tired to his country with an immenfe booty ;
but without paying any further regard, at
leaft for the prefent, to the engagements that
fubfifted between him and Mbir Hubbeeb,

The fates of H.djee Hamet and feynd?
Hamet Kban, met a very different regard
from thc world ; the latter being as much
lamented, as the memory of his father was
detefted. But it may be very eafily con-
‘ceived that the lofs of both proved a heavy
ftroke of afflition to the Ufurper ; who now
became 2s eminently wretched as he was
orcat. His grief on the arrival of the news
‘was fuch, that it was with the greateft dif-
ficulty he was preveated fcllowing them.—
However; couu refleCtion foon took place ;
and his ufoal fortrtude furmounted, in a few
days, the firft violent imprefiions of his ir-
reparable misfortune; and obliged him to
attend the concerns of his government; to
which he was roufed and ftimulated by the
{pirited, wile and affeCtionate reprefentations
of his Begum— A woman whofe wifdom,
magnanimity, benevolence, and every ami-

able
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able quality, refleCted high honour on her
fex and flation. She much influencad the
Ulurper’s councils, and was ever confulted
by him in every matertal movement in the
ftate; except when fagnguinary and trea-
cherous meafures were judged neceflary ;
which he knew the would oppofe, as fhe
ever condemned them when perpetrated,
howfoever fuccefsful,——predicting always

that fuch politics would end in the ruin of
his family. |

Though the Ufurper’s critical fituation
called him to aftion ; yet the death of his .
nephew ever after remained a heavy pref-
ture upon his heart.  He greatly loved him,
and had deligned him his fucceffor in the
government of the Seubahthip, in preference
to Hodyee’s eldeft fon; who then bore the
title of the Emperor’s Dewan, (to which
he had juft as.muckh right as his uncle had
to that of Soubah,) butthis defign being
blafted by the untimely deceafe of Feynd?
Amet ; and that occafioned by the pernici-
ous policy of his brother and. himfelf: the
only amends in his power to ‘make to the
manes of his murdered nephew was, to
transfer the affection he ever bore him, to
b5 cldeft fon Mbirza Mabommed ; whom he
immediately adopted as his own: and this

youth
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youth was, from that period, looked upon
as his (ucceflor.

Fofer - Ugtil the rains broke up in OfFober 1747,
'7+7- the Ufurper remained unmolefted ; but now
the Mgbaratiors re-entered the province of
Bengal by tie Bierdobeen hills; and Sumfeer
Kben having fafely lodged his Patna plun-
dger returned and entered Babar; at laft re-
mindful of his epgagement to Mbir Hub-
beeh, and hoping by an union with the Ma-

barattors, to fhare at leaft the plunder alfo
of Morfhadabad.

The Ufurper had taken the feld vé-ry
early-—and on the firft advice that Sumfeer
Khban had entered Babar, he advanced to-
wards him by rapid .marcies; thirfling to
revenge his brother’s and nephew’s deaths;
and depending that he fhould be able to
engage and defeat him, before the Muaba-
rattors could po™Lly join him. Whilft he
was in this puarfuit, the Mabarattors, who
did not think it eligible to rifque an a&ion
with the Ulfurper until they had joined
their new allies, were on full march to the
fettled rendczvous at Bogolpore ; near which
piace the three armies arrived about the
fume time in the night. The Ufurper en-
camped, and {ent out his fpies for intelli-

gence,
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vence.  They foon returned and informed
him he was encamoed between the enemices
armies ; the Pgfans a corfe to the North-
ward of him; and the Mabaratiors abount
the fame diftance to the Southward.—This
perilous fituation would, bave {truck any but
this brave Ufurper with alarm and terror:
fome of his general officers propofed his
taking the advantage of the night, and at-
tempting a filent retreat to Siclygully ; but he
rejeCted this overture with high indignation.
—He was perfectly acquainted with the dif-
ferent genius and difpofition of the enemies
he had to encounter ; and from this know-
ledge formed his refolutions; the only re-
fource left him was inftantly obvious to this
confummate general and foldier.

At midnight he held a council of war,
of three or four of his principal officers
only. To thefe he opened his defigns, and
dire¢ted them to ifloe orders for the troops
to be ready to march, iiSan hour before
day break; without firiking their tents—
firitly prohibiting they fhould encumber
themielves with aught but their arms; for
that his own, his officers, and “oldiers bag-
gage {hould be left in the camp; for which
he himfelf would be accountable to them.

— T hefe
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w—euThefe orders diftributed, he went to
reft. |

Betore day break the Ufurper put himfelf
at the head of his *roops, and marched to
attack the Partans ; leaving his camp ftand-
ing he found them prepated to receive
bim; not doubting but their allies, whofe
fituation they had learnt, would attack his
rear. A bloody engagement enfued, in
which the Ufurper might juftly fay, with
another ‘great ufurper,  that he had many
<* times fought for Empire, but in this bat-
« tle, for L:fe.”—After an obftinate con-
teflt Sumfeer Kban was flain, and the Patans
put to flight——inftead of purfuing them, he
immediately returned in good order to his
camp; where, as he had forefeen, he found
the Muabarattors plundering it, confufedly
difperfed, and regardlefs of the commands
of their General or Officers :—In this fita-
ation the Ufurper fell upon them, and after
a great flaughter _cave them a total defeat
and rout. Af.cr thefe exploits he returned
triumphantly to his capital.

Notwithitanding thefe glorious fuccefles,
he was inceflantly harrafled by, and forced
to be ever in the field againft the- Mabarat-

tors,
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sors, ungil the year 1756; when he made a
lafting peace with them on the terms recited
in the *¢ Short fketch of the hiftory of Ben-
¢¢ gal,” before-mentioned ; to which we beg
leave to refer. ‘There-the reader may if
he pleafes follow this great wicked man,
<« through the more pleafing feemes of domefiic
« [ife and public trangquillity.” * We fhall
content ourfelves in clofing this chapter, and
fecond general head, with afew circumitan-
ces which happened in confequence of his
natural demife, Anno 1756i<——It 1s pretty
well known, and has been by us feverely
felt, that he was fucceeded by, Mbirza Ma-
bommed his adopted fon and grandfon (who
affumed the title of Swrajad Dowla) in the
government : that after he had quelled an
oppofition that was made to his {ucceflion by
part of his own Tamily, he directed his arms
againft our {ettlements; took, and deftroy-
ed them.—The caufes for that invafion ef
property, have been faithfully inveftigated
and prefented to the public in a {fecond edi-
tion of *¢ India Tralls,” pudlithed March,
1764. This fhort recapitulation would
have had no place here, but to introduce a
circumftance not fo well know 1 as the fore-

going.

When Surajad Dowla declared his refo-

lution to attack and drive the Engli-(h out
of
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of Nengal, he was oppofed by the affé@tio=
nate remonftrances of the decealed Aliverdf
Kban'. Begum, -already mentioned——with
every argument which love and maternal
authqrity could dewvife, the labored to dif-
{wade him from his purpofe ; but labored to
no end: for though the young tyrant- pre-
ferved fome reverence for her perfon, yet
her influence was not great: but when fhe
found bim deaf to. her .entreaties, the had
the courage to tell him, ¢ She faw his own
« fate was blended with, and waited on
< the deftrution i€ was aimigg 0 accom-
¢ plifh againft the Englifh; and that if he
¢ perfifted, his rafhnefs and injuftice would
<« not only be the caufe of his own death,
«« but the total ruin of his family”  Her
wifdom and forefight was {o great and ex-
tenfive, that it was commonly faid by the
Ufurper, ¢ He never knew her judgment

« or predictions fail.”

We hope to p~~2t with pardon for doing
honour to the charater of this extraordinary
woman ; efpecially as we thereby embrace
a favourable opportunity of difcharging the
tribute of fircere gratitude particularly due
from us,—the author owing life and liberty
to her humane and fuccefsful intercefizon.

CHAP.
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[ Y AVING in the preceeding chapter
thewn from what caufes, and by what
gradations the provintes of Bengal fell under
the ufurpation of Alverd; Kban; our plan
leads us next to-convey:#femmary account
of their produce ; the divifion of their princi-
pals ; diftricts; and towns; with their fitu-
ation refpecting each other ; and their com-
monly eftimated diftance from our principal
{ettlement of Calcutta, - .

Geographers have diftinguifhed thefe pro-
vinces by the title of the rich Kingdom of
Bengal 5 an epithet it high>- merited when
confidered in its original ftate of opulence
and tranquillity ; in which point of view we
intend to exhibit it, for this prevalent rea-
fon only ; that we think it perfetly capable
of being re-infltated and improved ; -a cir-

cumitance well worthy our prefent know-
ledze and attention.

N To
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Lo form a juft eftimate 0f the value and
impurtance of thefe provinces, we muft con-
fider them at the period, when they were
governed by the younger princes of the
Blood Royal; that is, fome years before
Faffier Kban’s Soubahthip ; for in his time
they firft began to decline and decreafe in-
their worth ; from caufes already inveftigat~
ed in our latt general head,

From his demife, the country for a few
years recovered, and began to flouri(h, un-
til within two years of the deceafe of Swjab
Kbair; when, by the rapacity of Hodee
Hamet, the Rajahs and Zemindars were
-again cruelly opprefled and plundered ; and
were thereby difabled from making good their
contra@s to the government, Soon after
this period, ccmmenced the ufurpation of
Aliverdi Kbhan ; that drew on the Mabarai-
for invafion ; which overwhelmed the coun-
try 1n miferies .f every kind for the full
{pace of eigat years.

The peice which the Ufurper made with
thefe inva.ers, Anuo 1750 3 leemed, for four
or five years, to promife the reftoration of
vigour to this harafled country : but its
fhattered conftitution was {carcely beginning

to revive, when the rath conduét of the
{uc-
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fiicceeding young tyrant reduced it agein to
eminent peril. A jult vengeince and ne-
ceflity drew the Englifh arms- againft him
and his country; which produced a revolu-
tion fatal to himfelf and family ;—neceffity
again, produced a fecond revolution ;
wantonnefs a third ; and when we thall ftop,
time alone can difclofe.~~A few individuals
imay benefit by this fhifting fyftem ; but
total ruin to the trade of the provinces, and
to the Company, muft manifeftly in the end
be the confequence of this continued war-
fate; if not timely prevented ; notwithftand-
ing the flattering, fallacious fuccefs of our
arms.

The foregoing - fhort recapitulation we
thought neceffary, to vindicate our conclu-
fron ; that no perfet judgment can be made
of the value of this ineftimable countiy from
any period of tithc within the laft forty
years ; during which {pace, with few and
fhort interruptions, it has been ‘nvolved in
war, and labored under difficulties that have
_impaired it's very vitals, ‘Thence, the necel-
fity of our giving a piure of it 1n a per-
manent {ettled government ; when the lands
were permitted to yicld their produce un-
molefted ; when the manufa@ures and every
branch of trade tlourithed ; and when the
rents, revenues, and culfoms retulting fromn

N2 ihiat
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that bappy ftate, prove it to have been as
valuavle a fpot as any upon this globe ; if
not the moft fo.

‘"Tothis defirable ftate, we repeat, from our
perfe& knowledge and experience, it Is capa-
ble of being reftored under a proper govern-
ment 3 if it was not, our prefent labors were
vain ; and could anfwer no end or purpole.
What eflential end and purpofe they are
calculated to obtain, we fhall now venture
to open ; and as 1 have no motive to in-
Aucnce me but fincere gratitude to my for-
mer employers, and true love for my coun-
try, I traft my endeavours will meet with
candour and thanks—at leaft from the pub-
lic, if not from that refpeifable body of men,
for whoft benefit they are more particularly
intended. |

NTtwithftanding the plaufible face of
{uccels, our »fllis in Bengal may wear at
prefent, bt late advices from thicnce ; it 1s
as demondrable as apy propofition i Eu-
clid, tha they cannot produce the great
and efferdal end aimed at, vz, a lafting
peace  and {ettled  government ; without
which, the Company muoft fink andef the -
prefiure of a loog expenfive war; which
not only {wallows up their new acquired

rEvenues ;
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revepues ; but impedes and fhackles cheir
trade in every inftance, fhape, and form.
In profecution of this war, the heads of
their {ervants abroad are turned and bewil-
dered ; and their mercantile bufinefs (which
only can fupport the Company in the end)
maft {affer under unavoidable neglects and
abufes. The gentlemen at home in the di-
reétion of affairs, muft labor under heavy em-
barrafiments in condu&ing the two branches
of war and trade; either of which would
fully employ thetr whole time and attén-
fton,

A trading and a fighting company, is’ a
two headed monfter in nature, that cannot
exift long ; as the expence and inexperience
of the latter, muft exceed, confound, and
deftroy every profit or advantage gained by
the former.—New femporary viCtories, fh-
mulate and pufh us on to grafp at new ac-
quifitions of territory ; thefe call for a Jarge
increafe of military force to ~defend them ;
and thus we fhall go on, graiding and ex-
- pending, until we cram our Pands {o full
that they become cramped and r umbed ; and
we fhall be obliged to quit, and relinguith
even that part, which we might have held
faft ; if bounds had been {et to our progrefs :

N 3 which
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whivh (upon the. plefent fyflem) we now
fee i utterly impoffible ; therefore a total’

change in ouf politics becomes indifpenia-
bly neceflary.

The gentlemen in the direftion muft
furely fee this fatal tendency of their affairs,
and muft tremble at it—but where’s the
remedy they wiil fay >—it has been already
pointed out and no regard paid to It—pof-
fibly, though convinced, they want the pub-
lic fan&iun to a fiep they may toink fo ex-
traordinary- though every d‘ly they are
taking ftups more e;rrarnd nary, i fnpport-
ine their fervants in a war againit the Mo-
gul his Vice-Roys, and {ubjelts, which .an
the prefent plan muft unavmdahlv prove
the ruin of the company.- ¢ have a con-

fiderable concern 1" this ﬂoct{ and there-
fore claim a rz;bht to fpeak——wtlen prwate

remonfirances fail, public ones may acquire
a due influence,

Why w-. fhould wantonly perfift in a
ftate of dettrutive war, with a Potentate,
whofe alli. nce 15 fo mqtcnally neceflary to
us ; when we have it {o much 1n our power
to make a ufefu! friend of him 2and his fuc-
ceffors ; is a conduét that {urpafles human

under-
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undggﬁm&ng ; and yet that fuch has bren
dus.gonduct for five years paft is molt cer-

et iy

e
.
1 .

Let us have done with this ringing
changes upon Soubahs; there’s no end to
it. Let ys boldly dare to be Soubah our-
Jedves ; -our own terms have been more than
once offered to us by the Emperor ;3 why
fhould we longer hefitate to accept them ?
We have not {crupled to feize and poflefs
part of his territory with violence; furely
it would be more conlfcientious, and more
confiftent with the laws of nature and na-
tions, to hold the whole of thefe provinces
under him, by his ownappointment.—That
this would be readily aflented to on his
part, if a proper.overture came from us, is
not to be doubted : the confideration .of his
own great and obvious advantages, and the
neceflities of his fituation would leave him
no room for choxe.

- We have already convinced him, we are
able, when we have a mind to [et our own
ruin and the hives of our fellow f{ubjets at
nought, to hold this part of his country from
him, 1n {pite of his ftrongeft efforts againft

us : nay, poffibly we might retain it under
our iubjeltion for {ome thort time at leaft ;

N a4 but
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but the confequence to him, and us, is obvig
ous " a wanton expence of blood and trea-
fure; while tne obje@® we are .contendin
for is daily more.and more defolated by
this-contention ; and, bye and bye, will not
be worth the pofleflion of either for
every movement that does not tend to a
lafting and firm peace by advantaging both,
1s fruitlefs; and can have no permanent
or falutary effect: and moft fure it is, that
the plan we have hitherto purfued, and are

thll purfuing, cannot accomplhifh that dcfir-
able iffue. | X

It 15 true, we have feen our forces in the
Eaft, under the condué of an able .and
altive commander, drive the Mogul’s Vice-
Roys out of the provinces. jt is alfo true,
that we have {cen a {pirited condu@& and
bravery in the Mogul's troops, that ought
jultly to firike us with apprehenfion of fu-
ture confequences. The Ruffians when firfk
attacked by Sweaen, did not pofigfs a tenth
part of the courage and difcipline that thefe
our enemies have now acquired ; and yel
the event s known to the world.—Let us
reafon upon very probable fuppofitions ; and
not reft i a too great and Hattering fecuri-

ty, at a time when we have the greateft
¢aufe to be alarmed. |

Sup=
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Suppofe the Mogul’s Vice-Roys flould,
from expetience, at laft evidently fee; that
the only way to conquer us, and render our
courage and difcipline af none effedt, is to
avoid ever coming to a gemeral aftion with
us : with the great {uperiority of numbers
they will ever be able to bring into the field,
they may by this precaution and dividing
their army (which confifts chiefly of caval-
rv) into fmall bodies; cut off our provifions
and forage; beat up our quarters; harrals
our handful of men without ceafing; and
finally deftroy us without danger to them-
felves—and is it improbable they fhould at
laft adopt this conduct? we pronounce, no;
it is moft probable they will, as the only
refource left for them.

Let us again, fuppofe a rupture with
France, whillt we are engaged mn this war
with the Mogul; our prefidency of Fort
William, and our other faltories in a man-
ner deferted ; and the chief- ftrength of all
our fettlements aCting at the ¢ ftance of eight
or nine hundred miles from the center of
our pofleflions.——We will not {uppofe a
rupture with France near; but let 1t come
when it will, 1t fets at nought the article
in the laft treaty of peace, which gave us
an cxclufive right to Benga/,; and therefore

ought
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opgit to be attended to: for it is not to
be 1rapined, that they will negle@t fo fa-
vourabic an-occafion of attacking a fettlement,
which conititutes, in thé Eaft, the very ef-
{ence of our being ;" when they find it left
defencelefs by the abfence of our troops.

In fbort, every confideration calls aloud
for a period being pnt to this unprofitable,
and precarious war, by {fome other plan of
operations ; and we affert none is fo eligible,
honourable or practicable, as that we have
now hinted at,—We have nibbled at thefe
provinces for eight years ; and notwithftand-
ing an immenie acquifition of territory and
revenue, what benefit has refulted from oug
fuccefles, to the company? are their divi-
dends raifed to the late ftandard of eight per
Cent 2 no——it 1s impoflible they fhauld,
whilit this deftructive expenfive conteft ex-
its—and {hall we thus 20 on, nibbling and
nibbling at the dazz, until the trap falls and
crufhes us ?—but to coie more immediately
to the point.

Permit us, Gentlemen, moft humbly to ad-
vife, that exprefs orders be fent without de-
lay to your Prefident and Governor of Fors
William ; to make the following overture of
peace to the Mogull ; viz. ¢ That on con-

““ dition
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#¢ dition of his appointing and invefting (to
« -all intents and purpofes) your Governor
« for the time being, Soubzh of the Pro-
‘s vinces of Bengal, Babar, and Oriffa; you
« will engage on your part, that the fii-
« pulated fum of one_khorore of rupees,
¢ {hall be annually paid into the royal trea-
“« fury; frec of all dedutions.”

As this fum nearly doubles the ftipulation
made by the ulurper dliverdi Kban, with the
Vizic Munfoor Ali Kban, Anno 1750, (a
tythe of which by the bye was never paid)
and we venture-to fay, re-doubles in one year,
any advantages the Emperors have received
from the revenues of thefe provinces, for the
{pace of forty years laft paft; we cannot ens
tertain 2 doubt of his moft readily acceding
to the terms propofed ; as thereby he would
alfo fecure a2 powerful ally, who could be
occafionally of fervice to him on any emer-
gency, in his government.

When we are invefted with ‘his Sovereign-
ty and empowered to dilplay the Mogul’s
royal ftandard ; the provinces 'vill be eafily
governed and kept in {ubjection, at a lefs an-
nual expence and force, than the Company
are now from neceflity loaded with—but
fuppofe 1t double, the ffake 1s amply {uffi-
cient, as we fhall prefently demonftrate.

Some
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S sme parrow minded people, firangers to
the nature of the couniry and government,
will ftart; and make the greatnefs of the ob-
ject a bugbear to their hopes and wifhes—
Was it pofiible, that the Company -could
unmolefted enjoy what they have got, and
purfue their trade without interruption ; we
{hould be amongft the firft that might juftly
exclaim againft their extending their views;
~—but, that this was impracticable, we have
long forefeen and publicly declared ;~—and
if we thipk at all, we muft .now be con-
vinced there i1s no medium, or alternative,
but this; that can be adopted with any
appearance of fecurity or permanency=——
aut Soubab, aut nullus, muft now be eur
“motto, | "

We cannot enough applaud the feafonable
meafure of fending out Liord Clve, which
“we efteem a happy event; notwithftanding,
what could be done upon the prefent plan
of politics, bas been done witheug hig—
“the weight « 7 his Lordfhip’s reputation and
experience, in thofe parts, will moft effen- -
tially promec:e this our new plan: he 1s the
beft qualified to negotiate it; the fitteft to
be firft invefted with that high power; and
the moft capable of fixing and leaving 1t
upon a folid bals. That thefe are *‘Qui'

rea
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real (entm‘lents, flowing from a juft regard
to his Lordfhip’s chzracter, I think the pub-
lic will not doubt; as they "already know,
we lie under no obligations to that quarter,
that might excite our partiality.

We are very fenfible, our rulers at home
do not like to have the affairs of the Com-
pany, the fubject of pubhc difquifition. But
as 7hey and their affairs, are now truly be-
come a vgry important national concern ;
and their own inteftine quarrels have glven
a latitude to make their condu& the {port
of every pen; we think there needs the lefs
apology for the liberty we now take; as one
of our chief motives s, to extricate Zhem
from the difficultics, we imagine they muft
be plunged in ai thls period. And no drown-
ing man will be angry at another, who
ftretches’ out a friendly hand to fave him
from finking '—The pointing out a meafure
to them that muft, if it takes place, in a
very fho=t {fpace, mount their ftock in {ub-
{tantial real value to five hur dred; will not
hurt them or the proprietors.

But it may be afked us, if thefe only are
your motives, why not ntimate the meafyre
in private to our chairman or court of direc-
tors? Why not communicate it, and. en-

force
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force it, at a quarterly general court? Why
not call a genéral court on fpecial matiers?
Why are our affairs and fchemes to be can<
vaffed by the public? Have patience, my
friends, and we will anfwer thefe interroga-
tories by one prevalent reafon that deter-
mines us, to adopt none of them.— Private
intimations for public good, leave the par-
t1es entrufled, at large; and without public
check, to concur with, or rejeé? and lay
afide, the means propofed; as caprice, want
of comprehenfion, particular private views,
or divided counfels, may chance to inffu-
ence i—but when publicly made, they then
become accountable #0 the world—In af-
figning this reafon, we muft not be thought
to infinuate any doubt, injurious to the ho-
nour and integrity of the prefent Chairman,
or prefent court of Directors; whom, from
the fincerity of our heart, we believe as
much attached to the true intereft of the
Eaft India Company, as any feit of gentle~
men who ever-fat at that board,

Our wifh s, to promote the well being
of the Eaft india Company; and not in-
tentionally to give offence to any; and if
our propofed plan meets not the approba~
tion and concurrence of thofe who will
moft benefit by the event, we can only la-

/ meng
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ment their lofs and our own.—It aripears
by a correfpondence laid before the public,
laft year, that we urged the neceflity of #hss
meafure in the year 176¢; Glorious! would
have been the iffue for the company, had it
been then carried into execution ; and happy
for many unfortunate individuals, who fince
perithed by a contrary {yftem of politics t+—
There would then have been no call or nes
ceflity, for this Nabob-changing {cheme;
the provinces would have been eftablithed
in peace; and war, revolutions, murders,
and maffacres, without a being—however,
froth a thorough conviftion we fay, it is not
now too late to regain the happy opportu-
nity we then loft: nay, {ubfequent events,
rather encourage and afford a more favor-
able afpect ; as things may be accomplithed
now under lefs difficulties, than we fhonid
at that period have had to encounter and
ftruggle with.—In this confidence we fhall
proceed, and by a rough fketch of the pro-
duce of ¢lie revenues, fhow thrs vaft ftake we
throw for. If we win, the ga n will be im-
menfe : if we fail in the attempt, we are
but where we were; and ut the worlt,
{hall have 1t In our power to refume our
old Dog Trot policy again. |

At
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At Natoor, about ten days travel North.
Eaft o f Calcutta, refides the family of the
moft ancien® and opulent of the Hindis
Princes of Bengalt; Rajah Rbaam Khaunt ;
of the race of Bramins ; who decealed in
the year 1743, and was fucceeded by his
wife, a Princefs named Bowanny Rbaanee ,
whofe Dewan, or Minifter, was Diaram
of the Teely caft, or Tribe. They pofiefs
a tract of country of about th’irty_-ﬁve days
travel *; and under a fettled government,
their ftipulated annual rents to the crown
were feventy lac of Sicca rupees, the
real revenues, about one khorore and an

half.

The chief towns of thefe diftrids ﬁré,
Malda, Hurrial, Seerpore, Balekoofby, and

Cogmarry ; all {eparately famous for mants-
faCturing the following fpecies of piece
goods, ‘viz. for the Europe markets, coffacs,
clatches, hummums, chowtahs, ootally foo-
fies, feerfuchers and raw-filk :

} -—~—for the
markets of 7 wfforab, Mocha, Judda, Pegu,

* The Gentess eftimate diftances by corfes, but more

~commonly by a day’s journey, which they reckon fivé
corfe, but as the co:fe varies in different dillrifts, from
otic and a half to two and a half miles Engli/b, we take
the medium days travels at ten Englifb miles. |

HAcheen
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Hebeenn and Malacca, the different forts of

cofla’s, baftas, fannoofe, mulmulls, tanjebs,
ordinary kenchees, &c. &.

This country produces alfo, copofs, or
Bengal cotton; with which the above fort-
ments of goods are 1n part manufactured ;
but the produce does not bear any propor-
tion to the confumption, fo that they are
indebted to foreign markets for this article ;
and chiefly to the port of Surat.

The towns of Bowangunge, Sicogunge,
Sorupgunge, and Jummaalgunge, are all ta-
mous markets for grain; as their names

impiy *,

- Contiguous to” this_lat mentioned dif-
tric, but ftill more to the North-Eaft, lie
the lands of Rajab Praunaut of the Koyt
or Scribe Caft., His diftrict extends about
fifty days travel; confilts moftly of low-
lands; ands in great part anpually over-
flowed. His ftipulated yearly -ayment is
twenty lac; the real produce of | is revenue,
from fixty to feventy——the chief prodults of
his country are grain, oil, and ghee, (an
article much ufed in Indian cookery) it like-
wife yields fome {pecies of piece goods and

* The meaning of Gunze being a grain market,
O Faw



(194 )
raw fiik; allo fooole fugar, lump jaggre,
git ger, long pepper, and piplysaol-——articles
that ufually compofe the graff cargoes of
our outward bound fhipping.

The principal towns of this diftri@, are
Rungpore, Gooragat; and Santofe Buddaal,
the capital refidence of the head of :this fa-
mily : from thefe Arungs, the Eoft nflia
companies are fupplied with fannoos; mul-
‘mulls, tanjebs and raw-filk. |

The great market of Bugwan Gola *, is
fupplied from this diftri&, with the three
important articles of grain, oif, and ghe¢,—
and now we have occaflion to mention this
mart, it is not foreign to our purpeie to
dwell a little longer on it it is fituate on
the Ganges,abouta day and a half North from
Morfhadabad ; and two days South Eafterly
of Rajambol; and i1s the greateft market for
the above mentioned articles in Indoffan; or
poflibly in the known world. The cuftoms
on grain oaly, amount to three~lag of rupees
per Annu n—-all the cuftoms and duties of
Bigiean sola, rank in the lift of revenues,
under the head of Kbofs Mbol, that is, du-
ties which are kept 1n the government’s
hands; and not farmed out.

* Golz fignifies a granary,

This
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This place is defended on the land {ide by
a ditch and pallifadoes; and is alway ., In
troublefome times, gartifoned by a thoufand
horfe and a thoufand foort. In the year
1743, 1t was four times aitacked by the Az
haraticrs, under Bofchar Pundit and Alibeg,
who were as often repulied—aIt is a place of
fuch importance to the Soubah, that the
command of the garrifon is alwiays beftowed
on the moft experienced and trofl worthy
ofhcer he has in his fervice: the whole of
its revenues being ufually valued, in peace-
able times, at thirty lac per Anzuwm. In the
beginning of the year 1750, it was again
attacked by the Mubarattors, tiken and
plundered of an immenfe booty.

- North-Welt of Forr 2illiarn, and abott
three days and a half diftant, lie the lands
of Rojab Tilluck Chund. extending twelve
days travel. The ftipulated rents of thefa
lands are thirty-twvo lac per Timum; but
their real produce and value, from eighty
lac to one ‘Khorore. This is the principal
of the three diftrics, ceded in peTpetuity to
the company; by the treaty with Cofin A%
Kbhan, in the year 1700.

The principal towns of this difiri@ arc
Burdwan, Kirpy, Radnagcre, Deanpunge
O 2 and
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and B f!ﬂ:{’”idgﬂ!‘ thefe fupply the Egff In-
dia companies with the following fortments
of piece goads, Viz . 'doorcas, terrandams,
cuttapies iboﬁcs, foot romaah gurras, fef-
terfoys, {anton coupees, chemdcrrlea, chilys,
Luﬂas and doefoota’s.. The capltal DBurd-
wwan, may be p *mpm]y called the center of

the trade . of the provinces.  In tranquil
times, thys place afforded an annual large

vend for the valuable ﬁaples of lead, Cop-—-
per, broad cloth, tin, pepper and toota-
nague” The P. :qgwb merchants from Defby
and Agra, reforted Vearly to this' ereat
mart ; and would again, 1f peace was eftab-
lithed in the country : they purchafed
the above {ftaples, either * with money; or
in buarter for opium, tincal, falt petre and

horfes.

This diftrict produces raw-filk and co-
pofs, futficient only for manufa&uring their
foofies, cuttanees and gurras.—The leiler
towns manufactare other inferior fortments
of cloth, a, f::erbunds, gollabunde. &e.

i pr oduce grain, equal to the confumption
of the peuple only.

Burdumaan (the proper name of the dif-
trict) 15 high; better peopled, and better
cultivated than any part of the three pro-

vinces.



( 197 )
vinces. Bleflings! that cauled it every vear,

more particularly, to become a prey to the
Mabharattors ; as before recited.

- The family of this Rajah farmed lands
to the amount of four lac per Aunum ; con-
tiguous to the bounds of Calcutta; and had
a palace at Beallab, about feven miles South
of it—the Fort of Buzbudjee, on the Gan-
ges, was alfo their property.

To the Welt of Burdwan, {omething
Northerly, lie the lands belonging to the
family of Rajab Gopaul Sing, of the Raaz-

 poot Bramin tribe. They poflefs an extent of
fixteen days travel; this diftri€t produces an
annual revenue of between thirty and forty
~lac; but from the happinefs of their fitua-
tion, he is perbaps the moft independant
Rajah of Indoflan ; having it always in his
power to overflow his country, and drown
any enemy that comes againft him: as
happened =Cthe beginning of Soujabh Kban's
government; who fent a ftrong body of
“horfe to reduce him: thefe he {uffered to
advance far into his country; then opening
the dams of the rivers he deftroyed them to
a man. This action difcouraged any fubfe-
quent attempts to reduce him but if the
frontiers of the diftrict were fo invefled, as

U 3 to
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to prevent the exit of the merchandize of hig
country, which might eafily be done; he
would be prefently brought to obedience ;
and would be glad” to compound for a tri-
bute of twenty lac per Aunum. As it is; he
can hardly be faid to acknowledge any
allegiance to the Mogul or Soubah ; fome
years deigning to fend to him dn acknow-
ledgement, by way of falaamy (or prefent).
of 15,000 rupees; fometimes 20,0C0 ; and
fome years rot any thing at all; as he hap-
pens to be difpofed,

But, in truth, it would be almoft cruelty,
to moleft thefe happy people; for in.this
diftrict, are the only. veftiges of . the beauty,.
purity, piety, regularity, _cqi,lit}; and ftrict-
nels of the ancient. Tudofan government.
Here the property, as well as the liberty of,
the people, are inviolate. Here, no robberies
are heard of, either private or public: the
travelier, either with, or without merchan-
gize, on his entering this diftrict, becomes
the Immediate care of the government ;-
which allo:s him guards without any ex-
peace, to conduct him from flage to ftage
and thefe are accountable for the fafety and.
accommodaticn of his perfon and effets.—
stthe end of the rft ﬁagc, he is delivered
«vur wth certain benevolent formalities, to

the
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thc@lﬁafds of the next; who after interro=
gating the traveller, as to-the ~ufage he had
received in his journey, -difmifs the firft
cuard with a written certificate of their
behaviour; -and a receipt for the traveller
and his effects; which certificate or receipt
are returnableito the commanding officer of
the firft ftage; who regifters the fame, and
regularly reports it to the Rajah.

In this form, the traveller is paffed through
the country ; and if he only paffes, he is not
{uffered to be.at any expence for food, ac-
commodation, or carriage for his merchan-
dize or baggage. But it is otherwife, if he
1s permitted to make any refidence in one
place above three days; unlefs occafioned
by ficknefs, or any unavoidable accident.—
If any thing is. loft in this diftri¢t; for in-
ftance, a bag of money or other valuable;
the perfon who finds it, hangs it upon the
next tree, and gives notice to the neareft
Chowkcy or place of guard; tne officer of
_which, orders immediate publication of the
fame by beat of tomtom, or drum.

There are in this precinét, no lefs than
three hundred and fixty confiderable Pago-
da’s, or places of public worthip; eretted
by this Rajaly, and his anceftors.——The

worfhip of the cow is here carried to {o
O 4 oreat
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great an extreme ; that if that animal meets
witl. a wviplent ~death, the city, or village,
to which it belonged, goes into a general
mourning and faft, for three days; and all
are.obliged, from the Rajah to the meaneft
of the people, to remain on the fpot, where
they firft heard the publication of the ac-
cident; and are employed, during that fpace,
“1n performing various expiations, as direct-
ed in the Shaftab. But more of this under
a fubfequent general head. :

Bifnapore, the capital, and chief refidence
cf the Rajah, and which gives a name to the
whole difirict, is alfo the chief feat of trade.
The produce of the country confifts of fhaal
timbers (a wood equal in quality to the beft
of our oak) dammer lacca’s, an inferior fort-
ment of raw-filk. and copofs and grain,
{uthcient only for their confumption ; it is
from this diftriét that the Eaff Iudia Com-

panies are chiefly fupplied with the article
of theil laccea, '

North-Weft of Bifsapore, contiguous.
lie the territories of Buddeir famma Kban,
fon and fucceflor to Affesla Kban, a Mogul,
and Prince of Bierbobeen.——How this
Mabomme.an family, originally crept in
among thc Hindeo Rajabs, we never could

' ' ~ learn
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learn with any precifion; but think it pro-
ceeded from it's importance to the Mogul
government ; as being the pals into Bengal,
f-om which moft danger of invaders was
to be apprehended 5 anc therefore the Em-
peror judged it expedient to have-the govern-
ment of this pafs in tne hands of a Ma-
bommedan Prince : the conquered Rajahs
not being deemed truit worthy.

The lands formerly poflefled by this fa-
mily, equalled in extent thofe of Bifnapore ;
and yielded nearly the {ame articles of mer-
chandize, and about the {ame revenue :
bat as foon as Alverd] Khan vfurped the
government of the Soubahthip, he divefted
this Rajah (for fo he 1s commonly called}
of a great part of his country, and other-
ways opprefled him,; which he had after-
wards caufe to repent, as we -have before
{hewn, but notwithftanding that, he remain-
ed taxed at ten-lac per Annum.

Thke fertile part of his -~country 1s n
the center of the Bierbobeen mountains.
His chief refidence is the fortrefs of Nagur ;
and his principal town of tiade, is lllum-
buzar s trom whence the Egff India Com-
‘panies ufually had tie oreateft part of their
eurras provided :- but the Mabarattor inva-

: - fiom,
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fon occafioned, in. a great meafure, thig
‘branch of trade tq be transferred to the
town of Curwab,

Narth Eat of Caleutta, diftant abous
three days journey, HLes Kiffnagur ; the fort

and capital of Rgjab Kifen Chund. He pof-

!

fefles a tra@ of country..of. about twelve
days journey ; and is taxed at nine Lac per
annum; though his.revemges exceed twenty
five Lac. His principal towns are Santipore,-
Nuddeab, Bouren, &c. where mullmulls, cof-
faes, and cotton yarn are manunfa@ured for.
the Europe markets : the country produces
copofs and grain, but not fufficient for CXpors
tatian, |

The revenues of the city of Dacca (once,
the capital of Bengal) at a low eltimation,
amount annually to two Khorore proced-
ing from cuftoms and duties l2vied on cloths,
grain, oil, ghee, beetlenut, chank-metals,
falt, and tobacro, &c. )

L]

The foregoing inflances of the value of
the lands, in the province of Bengal only,
held by the Rajahs fhall {uffice ; without
our Earticu]ariﬁng thofe held by the Zemin-
dars, {cattered through the province : fome
of whom are very confiderable Jand holders,

Thefe



(203 )
Thefe are generally taxed nearer the real va-

lue of their lands, than thofe which are held
by the Rajahs.

Time prefles, and will not permit us. to
enter minutely into a detail of the other
branches of the revenues of this opulent
couniry, in times of fettled peace; a bare
mention of the principal remaining fources
will fully and amply juftify the point we

aim at, and fthew the valt importance of the
ﬁake we are pufhing for,

Under this head are the revenues of the
city of Patna, and thofe of the province of:
Babar—the government of Purnea, a rich

Nabobfhip—the revenues of the capital of
Mﬂrjbadaéad the city of Rajabmbol ; the
towns and diftricts of Coffimbuzar, Cutwab,
Mercha, Buxbunder, Azimgunge, Filinghee,
Baaker Gunge, Rajapore ; {everal petty Na—-
bobfhips agd Fowfaaarys, &c, &c. &
the governments and diftrits ~f Midnapore,
and Chitygongh, already ceded to us by the
treaty of 1760——and the Purgunnabs ceded
by the treaty 1757, all held by a moft pre-
carious tepure, whilft this war with the o0~
vernment {ubfifts,

We make no account of the province of
Oriffa, ufually eftimated at one Khorore
| | and
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and a half, becaufe it is a2 moot point, whe-
ther the Emperor will €ngage 1n any equi-
valent plan of.fatisfaGion for the Mabarat-
fors evacuating it. . Be this as it may, if our
genegal {cheme {ucceeds, it would be worth
our while to attempt.the geting rid of them
by fair means; as this province is greatly
improvable, and conftitutes a neceflary fron-
tier barrier to Bengal on the South., We
fay nothing’ neither of the Jagghier lands,
which are not taken into our eftimate,

though thefe are objecls may be worth a
future confideration. |

To fum up the whole, we venture to
ftake our credit and veracity on the affer-
tion, that the two provinces of Bengal and
Babar, will fully yield a revenue of sleves
Khorore per annum, cr 13,750,000 pounds
fterling—if it yields this under a defpotic
and tyrannic government, in times of peace
and currency of trade, what may 7we not
more expet from it’s improveients, under
a mild and Eiitith one >—We beg lcave to
repeat, by way of conclufion, that

If we fhould fucceed in the attempt,
great and glorious will be the Britifh name
in thofe parts; and immenfe the gain to the
company and nation—if we tail—nothing

remains,
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retnains, but to obtain a lafting peace on al-
moft any terms—for if this war continues
much longer, on the prefent ineffetual -and
expenfive footing, the company, as a com-
pany, cannot potitbly fuppost it ; and there-
fore they mufl be reduced to the neceflity of
applying to our own government, for more
powerful and potent 2ids than they hither-
to have been indulged and favored with;
though this has, we confefs, been pretty con-
fiderable already. What right we have (I
{peak as a proprietor) to claim or expect
more—we leave to be refolved by our ho-
norable rulers,

With the above obvious conclufion, we
clofe this our third general head, and fr/f
part of our wark ; and fhall proceed to the
difcuflion of our remaining five general
heads, in a fecond part, as {peedily as leifure
and opportunity will permit.

POSTSCRIPT.

- Having received intimaticn that a cer-

tain party intended again to make application

to parliament, for an at to lay the fplirsing
of Eaft India ftock under fome reftrictions ;

and having ferioufly confidered this fubject
in, we think, a new point of view ; we

1 beg
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beg leave to be heard a few words relas
tive to this matter ; and 3 few more, touch-
ing the prefent mode of ‘governing this com-
pany.

It.is extraordinary that in the courfe of
fo much altercation” before the general elec-
tion, laft year, on the propriety or impro-
priety of fplitting ftock ; two obvious confi-
derations fhould not (a3 we remember) have
been ever vrged.in defence of this praitice :
which; if duly weighed, we humbly ima-
gine would determine parliament to dif-
countenance, and throw out, any bill brought
before them for the abeve-mentioned pur-
pofe.

‘That both parties, in the laft year’s direc-
tion,- benefited them{elves by this practice,
15 inconteftable . notWi-thﬂanding the hcld
aflfertion and fallacious realoninig on one fide ;
and the unmafked hypocrify of #2e/r. clan-
pion Verax. |

It was aﬁ"e?ted, ““ that neither the ttock-
“ holder cou'd fplit nor .transfer, .nor the
“ transfer accept .and vate, confiftently
““.with a good confcience as 2 chriftian, or
““ an honeft man.”-—To examine the foun-
dation of this heavy charge, let us confider

| the
S
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the fituation of every Eaft India proprietor
on the -eommon plan of voting, at general
courts or general elections. )

The proprietor who-holds ¢o,000 /. ori-
ginal ftock, and he who holds. 500/ are,
touching the government of this company,
upon an equal footing, Strange! that a
regulation {o repugnant to equity and the.
nature.of things, thould have o long {ubfift-
ed without amendment.

‘The attachment and attention, which every
individual owes to the particular communi-
ty he belongs to, will, nay, muft be in
proportion to the f{pecific concern and part
he holds therein ;' therefore the proprie-
tor who holds only soo/. ftock, will be
lefs attached and ‘attentive, and more liable
tdbe {wayed and influenced to join in bad
meafures with defigning men, than the
proprictor who-holds go,0co /. frock.
Thorefore whilft this inconfiftent regula-
tion Qbints, and the letter of it 15 firictly
adhercd to, what remedy or means has the
proprictor of 8o,00c /. ftock, to obtain an
influence in the government- of this com-
pany on any critical emergency mn their
affairs, adequate to his comcern and rifgue,
but this very method of {plitting and divid-

Ny
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ing his ftock ? confequently, every attempt
to deprive him of this only refource “is,
beyond doubt, "moft unjuft ; and may tend
to the deftrufion-of the company, if they
fhoutd ever fall into the hands of a de-
figning, felf-interefted, and wicked fet of di-
rectors,

To refute the charge of dithonefty in the
action itfelf, we need only confider it in
comparifon with a tranfaction much more

common ; yet, we conceive, (tri¢tly fimilar
to it.

A. borrows gsool of B. on mote of band
payable in. any flipulated time ;—will any
man be hardy enough to fay, that this
money i1s not the property of A. to all in-
tents and purpofes, during the time of poffef-
fion ¢ —and could not A. confcientioufly and
honeftly fwear it was o ?——where then_is
the eflential difference between borre wing
500 /. cafh, . or gool ftock ? — Vera: will
tell you (though he laughs in his feeve at
the fame tiine) < that A. borrows th
““ 500/ cafh to convert it to his own pri-
‘ vate occafions : but that the ftock lent
““ and transferred to A. is the confequence of
““ a pnvate compa& and collufion between

“ A. and B. to enable and qualify A. to
‘““ vote
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‘“vote on that fide of the queftion A. to
‘““ point out to him” Be it {o—yet the
moment B. transfers, and 2. accepts, this
individual 500/ ftock becomes the property
of A. it has every eilential of property, that
property can have annexed to it—he can
feli, difpofe of, give 1t away, and expend it
In any manner he pleafes ; and though he
determines to hold it, yet it remains totally
in his own breaft on which fide he will bew
ftow his vote, (as a certain party we believe
found the laft eleGion, to their oreat dif-
appointment and difgrace.) Verax will
again tell you, there is a counter obliga~
tion for A’s replacing this individual ftock.
—-In like manner A is obliged to repay his
too /. cath, and tuke up his note ; if in
cither cafe he fails, B. has his remedy at law
—but A. may moft truely fwear either to be
bena fide his property, whilft they continue
1n his pofleition ; though he 1s accountable
in+beone cafe for payment, and the oth:r
tor re;lacing - |

To. hing the mode of gcverning this
company, we beg leave to fay, it never
was, nor ever can be well governed on it’s
prefent inftitution.—Would you have-your
court of directors refpectable ¢ reduce their
number to fourieen ; raife the qualification

I for
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for a dire&tor to 10,000/ original ftock ;
and their falaries to 600 /. fer annum. Op
this plan, the dire&ion «f your affairs would
become an object worthy of being courted
by men of the moft diftinguithed charac-
ters; abilities, and property : which the pre-
fent great impor-ance of this company loudly
calls to be at their head—men who would
not be thackled by their neceffary attention
to their own little concerns; and thereby,
obliged to abandon thofe of the company to
the condudt and ditpofal of one, two, or
three members of their body ; which un-
happily has been the fate of this company
from it’s firft inftitation. |

£ U P



SUPPLEMENT.

To HENRY CRABB BOULTON, Elg;

CHAIRMA N,
AND THE RLEST OF THE GENTLEMEN,

At prefent in the Dire&tion of the Affairs of the
Eaft- India Company.

GENTLEMEN,

-H . many vears I refided in luiia; the

many offices T bore in the Cﬂmpany’s fer-
vice ; the natural bent of my genius to obferva-
tion and inquiry, and the various occafions that
called forth a particular exertion of it, with the
fruits of all tho®e taken together, having been,
. -ry interval of leifure and retlrement the
fubjec - of mrzch meditation and recollection ; I
have .°en induced to give to v, Public my _
thoughts on the affairs of that Conntry +0 goic-
ral, and of Bewugall (with which 1 am beft ac-
quainted) in particular. My 1nten*ion was {urely
Jlaudable from its utility to you, to your Confti-
tuents, and my Country; I fay, for this reafon
my intention was laudable, whatever defells
might be in the execution.

I was
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I was very confcious of the difficu'ty of the
undertaking, and not lefs fo, that there were
man. gentlemn, who had mented and raifed to
themieives borhe honours and fortunes in the fer-
vice, more able to.have performed fuch a taik,
Yet deetng thetr neglect, and well knowing that
the greateit capacity, the moft uwaweariod dili-
gence in a Board of Direftors, could never fup-
ply them with thoie lithts, wiich experience on-
ly can turnifh, or open to them the large and
extenfive views fo requilite to perfons in their fta-
tion; I judged it expedient, or rather a duty in-
cumbent on me, to make an offering to you and
the Public o taar knowled e, which with un-
cealing diligence 1 had labored to obtain,- and
not futier 10 1o become altogether ultlefs, by be-
ing buried 11 cblivion: More eipeciaily, as the
cricical copjundiure of your affairs in [adia feem-
ed to cail aloud for every affiftance of the kind,
for the better information of you, Gentlemen,
who are intrufted with the inlerefts of the whale
body of the Proprietors; and not ¢f them only,
but aifo with the intereil the Nation in general
has, and muft always have, in her commerce to
the Igfl-Indics. '

Thele apathele only were my motive* to the
swesde 1 #70lhed in Angni laft. I lewve you to
judge, Gentlemen, how great my furprize and
chagrin at being informed it has been privately
milnvated to you (and probably foms of your
opinicns nfiuenced to believe) that in the cfti-
mate [ have there given, the value of the rich
provinces of Beigal, is highly exagaerated and

nuch beyond the trodh,

Althal%r_;h
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Although my Chapter on this fubject was more
particularly addrefled to you, yet as I had given
it to the Public, I might reafonably have expec-
ted, if any one was better informed, or doubted
on plaufible grounds the authenticity of my ~om-
putation, it would have been publickly impeach-
ed, and an opportunity afforded me thereby of
vindicating its truth, by laying before the Pub-
lic the grounds on which it is formed.

I hold myfelf much obliged to thofe friends,
who by giving me timely intelligence of thole
infinuations, have put it in my power to do my-
felf juftice, and which is of far greater confe-
quence, to do juflice to the fubjedt, by giving
you fuch further information, as may remove
cvery fhadow of objeflion, and leave you tho-
roughly perfuaded ot the truth of what 1 have
afferted to you and the Public; for although 1t
is of no great moment to me, to you, or the
Public to inquire, whether thofe infinuations arofe
from envy, felf intereft, or perlonal malevolence;
from whatfoever fource they flowed, 1t 15 of great
*_upe. cance to the welfare of the Eafl-Iraiz Com
pany, nd to the intereft of the Nation in general,
as welt as in juftice to my veracll> that by a
{peedy difcuflion their fatal tendency . w oo =F7
fe@tually removed. 1 beg leave to add, that at
this time it is particularly neceffary-that all undue
influence thould be eraied from your minds, asit
is the feafon when Benya/l affairs come in courle
under your immediate infpection; allow me there-
fore to prefume there s great propriety (as my
heart afiures me there is great fincerity) in my
r.refent addrels.

E 2 By
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By dedicating the Chapter in queftion, regard-
1ng the revenues, more parxicularly to you, I ap-
pealed as it were to you, who have in your hands
vouchers, that by parity of reafoning (as will be
fhewn hereafter) would confirm my affertion, and
thereby as 1 thought made it unneceffary to en-
ter minutely into thoie proofs in fupport of it,
which a bare ip/e dixit in an addrefs to the Pub-
lic might have required. Without referring to
fuch evidence, might I not reafonably hope to
have had credit for my affertion with you, as I
was confcious you very well knew that none of
the Company’s fervants had ever applied with
more diligence to this branch of your concerns,
or met with more (if {0 many) repeated opportu-
nities of profecuting fuch inquiries: I entered on
them early, I took my informations from thofe
who were the beft verfed in thefe matters; I la-
boured hard to obtain intelligence of this fort,
long before there was the leaft probability of my
making ufe of that intelligence in a practical way,
and afterwards my duty lead me to verify many
points relating to the fubje@. by the unerring
light of experience; and the more my e Jers
ence, the fuller were the evidences, ard the
Atronger my”vaviction of the juflnels of *hat in-
15..25c;1?‘%adacquired. Might I not then ra-
tionally prefume, under a full and firm convic-
tion, that what I was writing was thoroughly
well founded, (which could alone have prompted
me to a tafk, to which I was not otherwife called)
that 1 might make the offering to you and the
Public, without apprehenfion of any impeach-
ment of its veracity, but on the cleareft and full-
eft evidence: as a confiderable Proprietor, s
4 might
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smight have an interelt in giving you juft infor-
mation ; 1 could have none in mifleading you.

The only method of leading us to the truth,
that the {ubject will admit. is reafoning by ana-
logy from thofe things of which we are moft
certain, to thofe of a 1ke nature, 1n regard to
which we wifth to be certain. This then is the
method I fhall purfue, and I hope and will en-
deavour to do it, with as much accuracy and
verfpicuity as you can reafonably expeét— T hefe
previous points being fettled, we will now, Gens
tlemen, proceed to the bufiuels.

On a candid and attentive perufal of my third
Chapter, it will be obvious from the whole te-
nor of it, that it is calculated to excite you to
attempt the pofliffion of this country, in truft
for the Emperor, and thereby put a period to a
deftructive and inadequate war; but can you
imagine I excite you to this from the confidera-
tion of the worth of theic Provinces, according
to the rates ftanding vpoen the King’s books ¢ no,
1o 7rom the confideration of their real value,
and &%twal pioduce; and the farther confidera-
tion of how much this produce 7. ld certainly
be increafed under an L»g/ih Soubah., =~

You have been told, Gentlemen, {or my in-
formation is wrong) that the revenues of Bengall
are rated en the King’s books under three kho-
rore of Sicca rupees: If it is faid, the rents of
the lands are {o rated, you have been told the
truth; thefe only go into the Royal Treafury,
and to the bel of my remembrance are rated at
" ¥ o4 two
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two khorore, feventy five, or feventy-fix lac,
and fome odd thoufands. Should this informa-
tion {without looking fu~ther) be taken as a
proof of my exaggeration, when my eftimate ex-
prefsly includes the .rents of the lands, and the
revenues arifing from their produce? which I
have eftimated conjunétly at eleven khorore; and
now proceed to the prouf, refling it upon what
thofe who are converfant in your affairs in [udig
will admit to be an indifpuiable fa@, that the
lands throughout the provinces, bear nearly a
proportional value to each other,

I cannot with any precifion charge my memo-
ry (having none of my papers with me) as ta
what the lands of the Company’s original zemin-
dary Calcutta ftood rated in the King’s books; it
i1s enough for my purpofe, that you and I know,
they and the revenues arifing from them, for
many years after the Company was invefted with
them, fcarcely yielded a net profit that recoms-
penfed the expences of cdlkéting them.  In pro-
cefs of time, as their {fervants became better ac-
quainted with the nature of them, they became
an obje¢t more and more worthy of attey =3
and being divided into {mall farms, foor pro-
- duced a net g~oual revenue from twenty to twen-
ey-fiuethrTiand rupees; as the knowledge of
their natuce and value ircreafed, fo did the rents
and farms 3 until they brought in a net revenue
of near forty thoufafld rupees per ammem. Flere
they feemed to be at their we plus uitra, though
the tenants were daily increafing, and the lands
grew more fuily occupied and culrivated; confe-
quently their produce, and the confumption of

thay
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that produce, enlarged ; which rationally indi-

cated there fhould have been an increafe of the
rents and revenues. -

This not being the cafe; the Gentlemen then
m the Dire€tion at home, ordered a fcrutiny to
be made in the office; and upon an average
taken of the net proceeds for fifteen years pre-
ceding the year 1752, they appeared to have
produced the Company barely thirty-nine thou-
fand rupees per amum.  In confequence of vari-
ous rcforms and the deteétion of glaring frauds,
the farms for the firft time were put up to a
public and unbiaffed fale, to the higheft bidder ;
and though fix; by order of the then Court of
Directors, were abolithed, as grievous and ops
preiflive to the tenants, yet thefe very lands pro-
duced at the clofe of this year, net, feventy-
three thoufand rupees; at the clofe of the fecond,
one lac and thirteen thoufand; at the clofe of
the third, one lac and -fourteen thoufand; and
would at the clofe of the fourth year, to demon-
ftration, have procuced ore lac, and twenty thou-
fand; and from the nature of the thing, would
~liave vone on annually increafing,

The lands of the twenty-four 1l gp-=ahs>
ceded to the Company by tiie treaty ot 175,
which {ubfequently became Colonel Clive’s Jagg-
hicr; were rated on the King's beoks at two
fac, and twenty two thoufand rupees. Thefe
ian.s were, for the fpace of fixteen months, re-
tained 1n hand on the Company’s account, un-
der the infpeftion and fuperintendence of ,a col-
IeFor, Mr. Fravklard, whole allivity, atrifities,

and_
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and integrity, in the execution of that truft, ftood
unimpeached. But the Cempany’s agents find-
ing that by that faethod they thould never arrive
at the knowledge of the real value of thefa
tands: determined to divide them into fifteen
farms, and-put chem up to public fale, referv-
ing the royalties in their own hands, from an
apprehenfion the farmers, by being invefled with
them, might have it in their power to opprefs
the tenants. This refolution was carried into
execution, 1 think, in July 1756, and the farms
let for the term of three years; when thofe very
lands which had produced for fixteen months
only three lac, eighty-four thoufond rupees, {oid
at this unbiafied fale for feven lac, fixty-five thou-
fand Sicca rupees, per anmum, exclufive of the
royalties : and thirteen at leaft of the fifteen pur-
chafers, to my knowledge, were annual gainers
by their bargains. In bidding to keep up two
of the farms to what I had reafon to think was
their value, they fell upon my hands: as I had
not leifure to fuperintend them myfelf, I difpofed
of them a few days after, for an advance of five
thoufand Sicca rupees, per anmum, during th=
term of my leafe. I only mention this as a
corroboratip” proof of my laft affertion.

What he Purgunnahs produced at their fe-
cond fale, ycu, Gentlemen, know better than
I, as Dbefore the expiration of the term of their
firft leafe, I had the honor to be recalled.

To particularize every inftance that might be
brought in proof, or rather juftification of .ny
general eftimate, would be to protract this ad-

drefs
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drefs to 2 tedious length: thofe already proi
duced, afford full evidence, that the revenues of
the lands are very neatly in a quadruple propot-
tion, to the rents of them ; and that fo far from
having exaggerated, 1 have rather depreciated the
real and intrinfic value of thefe provinces ; efpe-
cially when it is remembered, that my eftimate is
drawn, exclufive of the royalnes, which alone
are a very confiderable revenue; and alfo that I
have made no account of the many Jaggbiers,
nor of the immenfe trats of Burmuttu lands, ({o
called from being fet apart for the-{fuppert of the
Bramins) nor of many other pofleffions which
pay no rents; in the grants and inveftitures of
which, there are more frauds and collufions prac-
tifed, than in cvery other branch of the reve-
nues. From a fcrutiny into thefe, a new and
confiderable income would arife, that has hither-
to never found its way, either into the royal trea-
fury, or into the Soubah’s coffers.

I repeat then, and infift on my eftimate, that
exclufive of the royalties, upon an obvious and
fair calculation, the whole lands of the three pro-
vinces have never yielded lefs than eleven kho-
rore, forty thouland Sirca rupees, “aer aﬂhf»f?ﬁ,
and deducting for Oriffz one khor=re ar, 2 haii,”
at which the lands and revenues ot that provincc
are ufually efiimated, there will- remain nine
khorore and a half for Bengel! and Babar, to
which annez the royalties, and they will more

than make gocd the above deduction for Oriffa.

Though I have, in my general eliimate, con-
ﬁned myﬁ:lf to the confidcration of the krown
and
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and eftablithed rents and revenues of the pro-
vinces, yet the extra itenis fpecified above, no
lefs conftitute a part of their value; and though
thofe items have for a long courfe of years been
concealed and embezzled from the government,
that is no reafon why they may not-in future be
brought to account by a Britith Soubah at the

head of it; an event which I will Rill hope is not
far diftant. |

Whoever attempts to depreciate this object at
this jun€ture, can be no friend to you, your con-
ftituents, or his country; and fhould feem mov-
ed only by private views to proleng a war, that
can benefit none, but the principal ators in it,
It it has been infinuated to you, that the pro-
vinces of Beugall are not alonz worthy your pof-
feflion, you are now 1 truft, fully convinced of
the contrary ; and will fee the neceflity of putting
a ftop at laft to the {trides, your fervants are
daily making towards acquifitions, which cannot
pollibly be maintained : the provinces of Bengall
you may maintain and defend, upon the plan I
have prefumed already to hint to you. I will
turther communicate a few anecdotes relative to
the lands 20" revenues of this country, and clofe
Pl g )

The rents cf the lands are the property of the
Emperor. In confequence of which he has a
royal Dewan, in every Soubahdaary, who ought
to be accountable to the royal treatury for the
whole amount of the rents, as rated upon the
King’s books: but as there 1s always a good €n-
derftanding between the Dewan and the Soubah,

they
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they never are at a lofs in pretending reafons fot
the rents falling fhort, though the whole is ftrit-
ly and fully collefted. What is diverted from
the royal treafury, is divided between the Dewan
and the Soubah, of which the latter always takes
the lion’s fhare.

Though the amount of the rents of the lands
is near three kKhorore per annum ; yet the higheft
ftipulation made with the Emperor was that
mentioned in another place, of one khorore, one
lac, one thouland, one hundred, and one rupee,
by the Soubah Soujah Khan: and this was re-
gularly tranimitted to the royal treafury, until
the ufurpation of Llverd;. He, on pretence of
the diftreflss of the provinces (to which diftref-
fed ftate he himfelf had brought them) made a
new ftipulation of fifty-two lac per anmum ; to
which he paid no regard longer than the Vizir
Monfoor Ali Kbaw's ariny was within a few days
march of Patna, ~A. D. 1450, nor has the royal
treafury benefited a rupee from thele provinces
fince that period. This I mention, or fhould
rather fay, repeat, to fhow how gladly the Em-
peror would embrace any overture, that would
" infure to him annually one-third of the rents of
thefe provinces.

The eftablithed ground rent is threr dicca ru-
pec per Begah (about one third of an Englih
acre) thHroughout the empire; but Aliverdi Kban
made the firft innovation in this eftablithed law,
and afleffed the land four annas Sicca, or a quar-
ter of a rupce upon each Begah, on pretence of
the Chout paid to the AMabarattors, and railed

‘ the
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fents of the Rajahs and Zemindaars in that pro-
portion ; thefe had no other means of reimburfing
themielves, but levying it upon the farmers, and
they again on the tenants. Subfequently the
lands were on various pretended exigencies, at
different periods, afiefled to 10-16ths of a rupee,
thoush every additional tax on land, above three
Sicca ropess per annum, is contrary to the ftand-
ing law of the empire; which, until Aliverds’s
ufurpation, had been held facred, and inviolable,
In the year 1732, your Governor and Council
had in agitation the raifing the rents-of your
own Zemindary of Caliutiay which being ru-
moured abroad, tiwey received a peremptory Per-
wannah, from the Soubah, forbidding them ; in
which the Soubah told them, that they were
prefuming to do a thing, which he himfelf had
not power to do; and that if they perfitied, they
would, by the laws of the empire, forfeit their
lands. |

Frauds throughout the empire in letting the
lands, are manifold : for inftance: The Rajal’s,
and Zemindaars, by private compaét, with the
Soubah’s officers, who are charged with the ma-
nagement of this deparunent, obtain more lands
than by their Synods (or grants, which are com-
monly called Pottahs) appeary and confequently
Pay né—ent t= the King for the furplus .and.
The fame artifice is praétifed between the De-
wans of the Rajahs and Zemindaars, aia! the
Izardaars or farmers ; and the tenants, or com-
mon Pottahholders under them, by bribing the
officers of the Jummah Bundi, and thole intruft-
ed with the meaturements of the lands, that they

1ay
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may enjoy among them the benefit of the fur-
plus land; and 1 may jultly aver, there is not a
tenant In /zaoffan, but poflefle§ and occupies a
greater quantty of land, thaa his Portah ex-
preffcs. or tan ve pays rept for: Co.fequently,
it is the tenant that ultimiately enjoys the bene-
fic of the furplus land, thus gained by corrup-
ti n, from the Soubah’s Minifters, while the
King {pedcificallv fuffers in his rents. It extreme-
ly weli anfwers the tenant’s purpofe, to pofiefs,
if he can by a fmall bribe, more land than he
pays tor. becaufe himfuIf and his heirs enjoy the
prcfic of it in perpetuity ;3 fince, by a funda-
mengal law of the empire, their Pottahs are irre-
vocable, as long as they pay the rent, rated in
them refpectively ; and fo tender and indulgent
are the laws of Indofian in this particular, that no
tenant forfeits his land, before he has failed in his
payments for twelve months; though the land-

tax by the fame laws, is to be paid every three
months.

This method of fecreting or purloining the
land from the King and the Soubah, ha. been
prattifed time our of mind; and it is quite in
point, to mention a flagrant inftance that appear-
ed in the year 1753; when in confequence of
he-general {crutiny, made by your oraz- in ycur
Zervindary Caleutta, it was demonfl ated, that
in ) our {mall diftrit, upon a favourable new
meaiurement of your land, there were near five
hundred Begah fecreted in this way, and: fraudu-
lently enjoyed, by your tenants, for which you
had received no ground rent from your being
invelted with the Zemindary; of this you may

b
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be convinced by turning to your Jummah Bun-
di, or regifter of your lands fubfequently by me
tranimitted to you. As vou, Gentlemen, have
by that meafurerent gained five hundred Begah
of ground, upon a poflelion only of fix thou-
fand gwo hundred ; you may judge from thence,
what an aftonithing additional revenue would
arife to you, when Soubah of the provinces, from

a new (though favorable) meafurement of the
whole lands.

When the revenues, arifing from the lands
of this country, are retained in the proprietors
hands (that is, not farmed out) one univerfal
chain of roguery runs through the whole, as well
as in the rents of the lands; and there is a fel-
low-fecling between every one employed in the
colicctions, from the Dewan to the lowelt Mo-
ree, or writer; and this the Rajahs and Zemin-
daars (the great proprictors of the lands) are no
more exempt from, than the Company is, 10t-
withitanding the utmofl integrity of their cove-
nanted fervants: buc I have fo clearly tr_;égd,
and lawd open the nature of thofe frauds (wiiich
zre {imilar throughout the empire) in my ftate of
the Company’s revenues Zemindary, dated the
15th of December, 1952, that I need not treub'=
you further op- that fubjed, than to refer /you
thereto. ™~ "

. ~

The whole intention and aim of thefe com-
munications, is to perfwade and convince you,
that be tie Company’s pofleflions in that cc  ry
what tney will, either lefs or more; you will ae-
ver ot oat their true value, or derive to your-

fclves
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felves and conftituents the half of their net ad-
vantages, by keeping them in hand : the remedy
1s obvious. If they are divided into farms,
in value from five thoufand rupees, to one lac per
annym, and put up to public fale to rhe higheft
bidder, under the fame reftrictions 3%d exclufions
as were {tipulated at the fale of your twenty-four
Purgunnahs, then-moft probably, five-fixths of
their real value would refult to the Company.
. And { tannot enough congratulate your haviog
happily appointed a Gentleman (Mr, S«waer) to
{ucceed Lord Clve in the government, who is
intimately acquainted with, and converfant in all
matters relative to the lands and revenues; and

moft capable of carrying your orders ‘on thefe
heads into execution,

To fave you the trouble of references, I will

fubjoin two letters, the one addreffed to the then
baard of Calcutta, the other to a former chair-

man; as they are both ftritly conne&ed with

t - fubjet, and will add ftrength and weight to
my arguments. .

[‘_‘__have the honour to be with moft perfe& refpeét,

Gentlemen,

Your moft Obedient Humble Servant,

Bath,
bodeg, 1765,

J.Z. HOLWELL.
2



( 226 )

To C. Mannﬁ‘-gham, Liqs Calcutta,
&c. Coundil. June 11, 1759,

Str and Siws, |
I Beg leave to trouble you with a few fenti-
ments on the dir;olal of the company’s lands,
which have, for fome time pafl, been the objeft
of oar Councils; the fubjet is of importance to
S

our honourable employers, and canaot e300
much deliberated on.

I believe we are all unanimous, in fome <ir-
cumftances, which more particularly require our
attention in this affairs to wit, the honour of the
Company, the acquirie g a perfelt knowledge in
the value of the lands ; the making this branch
of the revenues lefs complicate and intricate, as
well as lefs expenfive in the colleéting ;——but
with refpedt to the means, we leam not quite {0
clear. Any one gentleman declaring fully his
opinion on your confultations, may poflibly
make us unanimeus here aifo.

-t
i
1.1'\.
.3

]

The {tep we are already determined in, of U1--
velting the. farmers of all power in the royalt”s
and judicia; wuthorities 1n the Purgunnahs, biis
fair for the fecurity of the Company’s honars 4s
thele articles being herctofore allo farmed, be-
come the fource of heavy cruelties and oppr -
fions on the tenants,——But (i}l there — emsito
he fomething wanting to give us 2 perfecy avils
rity in this particular . ——and that 15, 10 tane
Cihe urmofl care in our power, that the whole

body
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body of the lands do not, by any junto, or
private confederacy, fall into the hands of peo-
ple, with whom we fhould nottruft any part of
our fortunes or confidence. 1am urged to this
precaution, from the propofal laid before you
the fourth inftant, by fix ‘or {even . con{picuous
natives of the fettlement, of an 2lvance of
110,001 rupees on the whole lands.. Miith re-
fpeét to their propofal, 1 will enly add an offer
of 10,000 rupees more per annum on their
terms :——not that I with myfelf, or any one

elfe,~vpofieflion of them, on terms fo vague
and artful.

That keeping the lands in our own hands, will
never lead to a knowledge of their real value, is
now (to me) proved beyond contradittion,——-—
Some of thofg who {igned the propofal of the
fourth, are well converfant in the nature of their
undertaking ; and better judges (as I am inform-
ed) are concerned, though as yet they aét behind
the curtain ; and to me it is inconceivable, that
thefe Faftern Machiavels in fineffe, would offer
fuch an annual advance, without a moral cers
tainty of adequate gains. {n this pofition, I am
flill more confirmed, by the advance offered
from other quarters, on diftant and garbled parts

~ f the Purgunnahs, which in fa®t exceeds the
' ther., |

1. we have been hitherto kept fo faf from the
.-nowledge of the real value of thefe lands, after
i.xteen ,months poflcffion, what are we to expect
%' " 7.ifom the courfe of the fervice, they are
no longer under the conduét of the prefent col-

Q 2 Jeltor ?
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leCtor ?—whofe knowledge of this branch, muft
be greatly fuperior to any Gentleman that fue-
ceeds hint; and whofe vigilance in the execution
of this truff, canpot be exceeded. From the ex-
perience I have had, in infinitely a lefs, though
fimilar object, I know it is impoffible for any
one Gent'{ﬁman, with the moft extenfive talents
dnd ieprity, to fuperintend this revenue in fuch
manner as to pre «n~the Company being injured.
His attention cannot be every where, confidence
muft be placed in a multitude; and it happens
unluckily that this confidence centers {¥9=i ne-
ceflity, in a race of people, who. from their in-
fancy, are utter firangers to the idea of common
faith, or honefty.

The other plan of difpofing of the lands, to
the multitude of people who have offered an
advance on particular parts of the purgunnahss
I have ftrong, and equal objeftions to: I am
fenfible thefe objections fhould have been laid be-
fore you fooncr, and would, had I thought my-
felf {ooner mafter of the fubje®. We know not
what, or who thefe people are; I forefee a very
great rilque of deficiencies in the rents, as well ag
much confufion, and needlefs expence, entailed
on this expedient; and ourfelves removed as~ar.
as ever, from galning a knowledge of the r &
valve of th's-new and important acquifition. + )n
the whole thercfore T am of opinion, that th re
1s no effeCtual ‘method to arrive at the Xno v-
ledge of, and make the lands yield every adv: n-
tage to our honourable employers, but by pit-
ting them up to public fale, in fingle Purgu1-
nahs; under the reftriCtions already publifhed.- -

' People
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People of fubftance will then be the only bid-
ders for an intire Porgunnah; the bad and un-
profitable parts, will go with the good and va-
luable ; and the rifque of deficiencies in the
rents, be guarded againils the expence of col-
leting will in a mapner be reduced to nothing;
and this branch of the fervice be rendcvd -dars
complicated and intricate, b»having twenty-
four purchkiers to account with only, in place of

five or £ix hundred.
"

I am, with refpect, &c.

y. Z. H.
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To Joun Pavrng; Efg; Calcutia,
| Dec. 30, 1759.

Dear Sir,

Tﬂﬁortﬁ:a@y remarks on the important fub-

- Jet of ‘you. dapds, linclofe you a copy of
my letter to the Council, of the vaeh _of Fure,
when the Colonel was upon the Patra expedi-
tion 3 it produced no ather effe, than Loftpon-
Ing our refolves, until his arrival; when the af-
fair being refumed, he did me the honour, with
the reft of the board, of thinking my-reafons for
the public fale of the lands by aulion, unan-
fwerable ; and the fame was refolved on unani-
moufly. The event more than anfwered my ex-
pectatron. I had taken great pains in ferretting
out the real value of the lands, which was cover-
ed with almoft impenctrable okfcurity, and dif-
ficulties ; and by an eilimate T gave the Colo-
nel at his return, venwwred to pronounce they
would yield feven lac and a half; and the total
of their fale on the 13th of Fuly, amounted to
feven lac, fixey-five thoufand feven hundred Sic-
£a Yupies, per o, ¢Xxcluiive of feveral refe, ves.
in favour of the Company; {uch as a confid
able tract <£ land taken from the Purgunna s,
adjoining to Caliuita, to extend it’s bounds; r 1d
all advantages relulting from holding the roy il-
ties, and yudicial proceedings, &c. in our o vn
hands on the Company’s account, fo that I juc ge
the whole preduce of thefe lands (the befe re
ment-oned referves included) will be annually ta-
tweed nine and ten lac; the fum I guefled (in

2 v Englend)
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England) they would produce, when once in con-
fercnce with you wvpon the fubje@t. From this
the Colonel’s Jagghir of two lac, twenty-two
thorfand rupees being deduéted, there will re-
man a aet annual revenue to the Company of
about feven lac, eighty thoufand rupees Sices 2ox
annum, on the fame lands, W welied the laft
year when the revenues ~7¢ cofle@ed on the
goverawcnt’s plan, only three lac, eighty-four
thoufar d. or thercabout ; as you will learn from
the accounts of this revenue now tranfmitted to
the Company. -1 f{ee the court of Directors ftare
with aftonifhment at this increafe ; you will ftare
too, my dear Sir, as a proprietor. Methinks 1
hear them and you cry out! What the Devil be-
came of this difference the laft year? as it muft
have been collefted beyond a doubt; or from
whence can this advance anf{wer to the prefent
farmers ?  The anfwer is eafy and obvious ;—s
the difference fell thort, in its way to the Compa-
pany’s treafury, by the felf-fame roads, your for-
mer revenues were diflipated, prior to the reform
In your Zemindary.—— As your former Zemin-
dars could not juftly be deemed culpable in that
cafe, from the frequent change of the poft ; fo
in che prefent no blame properly falls on your
< lleGor, the truft being tol :xtenfive for any.
0. ¢ man exilting ; though the frauus are equally
ol ’ious, from the extraordinary increafe at a fair
ar 1 public {ale, where the farmers were laid un-
de * every. poffible check and reftraint, that can
eitier prevent their debafing their lands, or op-
p1:fling the tenants; and yer there is a moral cer-
tnty of profit 1o him, at the expiration o€ the

| thrée
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three years; and that they will then yield a furs
ther increafe to the Company.—- |

Before 1 »ntirely quit the fubjeé of the lards,
I_moft “clear up a circumftance, that pofBbly
'fn-ﬁ")?"‘::‘fﬂufcf-'::f wonder- to you, viz. by what
means 1 arri--.a .+ tpeir real value. In the
firlt place, 1 had long and full convigtion, that
the fame fyftem of fraud and chicane, ran_aTough
every Zemindary of the provinces; and -from a
oeneral knowledge of the country granted to us,
it appeared to me moft aftonithing, they fhould
yield no more than was brought to thg Compa-
ny’s credit, at the clofe of the year in April lalt;
when fo fmall a territory as Galcutia, produced,
on a fcrutiny and reform, an increafe of 73 tO
80,000 Sicca Tupees per anniim. I tried va-
rious means to trace out a fatisfaltory reafon,
and to account to myfelf for 1t but without fuc-
cefs, until T learnt by accident that three or four
of the old ftandards employed as tax-gatherers,
.nd writers in the Purguanahs, had been difmif-
{ed, at the inftigation of the new OpCrators. I
fent privately for one or two of the moft credit=
able of them, and enquired into the caufe of their
Jifmiffion ; and this brought on an opening of
the whole feene ; and gave me fufficient foun a-
vion for forming my letter of the I ith of 71 .
— Thus, Sir; having made you mafter =& nis
fubject, in as hort a detail as poffible, I {iall
clof it with this remark ; that the {am.e chair of
frauds runs through the whole empire, but m ore
part,~ularly 1n thefe provinces, to the heavy in-
rmﬁ lofs of the crown; a circumftance which

may
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may in a future favorable conjunture, be well
worth conlideration : at prefen:” we have but to
afk and have a more ealy acguifition of the Sou-
bahjlary, than that we have already- obtained of
the'Purgunnahs; but the times are not yet ripe
for fo great a grafp, nor have we {uficient
ftrength to hold it; though it i ceprimo—werc:
we Soubahs of the provinreg},dTe/ _.peror would
regularly receive more than double the revenues
thefe Trovinces ever produced to him; and the
Eafi-India Company become, in a fhort time,
the richeft body of fubje@s in the world.——

1 am,
Sir, &e.
J. Z. H.

The Enp of the Firsy Parr,
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fetting forth, the unavoidable Neceflity, and real
Motives for the Revolution in Bengal, 1760.

II. A Refutation of a Letter from a certain Gentleman
of the Council at Bengal, to the Honourable the
Secret Committee.

III. Important Falls reparding the FEaff-India Come
pany’s Affairs in Benga?, from the Years 1752 to
1760, with Copies of feveral very intercfing Letters,

IV. A Narrative of the deplorable Deaths of the Exnglifh
(Gentlemen who were {uffocated in the Black-Hole
in Fort Willsam, at Calcutta, fune 1756,

V. A Defence of Mr. Vanfiiiar: s Condud, illuftrated
vith a Frontifpiece, reprefenting the Monument
¢ zu.cd at Calcutta, in Memory of the Sufterers in

t.e Black- Hole Prifon.

Priited for T. BeckeT and P. A. Dz Hoxo1,
near Surry-Street, in the Strand,
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