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ANECDOTES.

1. Aristides.

ArisTIDES who lived in Athens before the
Christian era, was so equitable in all things
that he was honored with the sircame of
“just” and acquired great influence over his
fellow citizens. It was a custom among the
Athenians to cxpel those citizens who had
obtained such an ascendancy over the peo-
ple, as appeared to endanger the stability of
the government. On these occasions those
who had a right to give their votes wrote the
name of the person whom they desired to ba-
nish on a shell, and delivered it tu the offi-
cers. Aristides was held in such general cs-
teem, that it was determined thus to banish
him from the city. On the day appointed for
the decision of this question, he himself came
into the assembly ; and a man who stood
near him and was unable to write, asked
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Aristides, whom he did not know, to write
his name on a shell for him. Do you know
Aristides then ? asked he. No, replied the ig-
norant citizen. Has he injured you in any
thing? enquired Aristides. No ; but wherever
I go 1 hear of nothing but of the justice of
Aristides; and heing weary of this repetition,
I wish to have him banished.  Aristides,
without saying another word, took the shell
and wrote his own name upon it. The assem-
Dy decrced that the unoffending Aristides
should be banished for the excess of his yus-

tice.

2. Aristides’s reply.

Aristides having 1o judge a cause De-
tween two litigants, one of thew repeated
all the injurious language which his adversa-
ry had used respecting Aristides. Relate

rather, good friend, said he, the injury he
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hath done thee; for it is thy causc, and not

my own that I am to judge.

3. Aristides and tle poet.

A poet having a cause before Aristides,
entreated bim to strefch a point in his favor ;
on which Aristides replied, If you contract-
ed or lengthened your lines contrary to the
just measure of poetry, you would not be a
just poet ; how then could I be esteemed a
good judge, i’ I decided aught in opposnion to

law or justice.

4. Solon.

Anacharsis was accustomed to deride tho
mild laws of Solon, saying, that laws were
like cobwebs; as the weak fly is caught in
them, while the vigorous insect byeaks through
them, so the poor delinquent is caught in the
web of the law, while the rich man breaks
through it.
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5. Fabius and Hannibal.

In the war between the Carthaginians and
the Romans, Hannibal commanded the ar-
mies of the former, Fabius, those of the lat-
ter. An exchange of prisoners was agreed
on between them on this condition, that
he who had the fewer in number, should pay
down in money the ransom of the remainder.
On counting the prisoners, it was found that
the Roman captives in the hands of the Car-
thaginians were two hundred and forty in ex-
cess. Fabius informed the Roman Senate of
the particulars of the compact, and the excess
of the prisoners, but they refused to ratify tie
contract or to send the money.  'They more-
over reproached Fabius, with having engaged
to free men who by their cowardice had fallen
into disgrace, Fabius received the rebuke with
calmness, but judged in his own inind that
though it might be just to leave men in capti-
vity who had bebaved with such pusillanimi-
ty, yet it would be still more just to fulfil an
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engagement. Determining therefore that no
stain should be fixed on the Roman name
through any act of his, he sent his son to
Rome to sell all his lands.  His son having
sold them, returned with the money which
Fabius faithfully counted éut to Hanni-
bal.

6. The King of Persia.

An officer of one of the kings of Persia
solicited him for some place, which if confer-
red, would have been an act of injustice. The
king having afterwards heard, that it was in
the prospect of obtaining thirty thousand
rupees, that he had solicited the post, deter-
mined to pay that sum himself. Then
calling the officer he ordered him to goto
his treasurer for it, saying, receive it as a
token of my friendship for you; a gift of this
nature cannot make me poor, but to have
granted your inequitable request would have
made me poor indeed, for it would have
made me unjust.
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7. Noushirvan.

Noushirvan, the king of Persia, being out
hunting one day, became dcsirous of eating
some venison upon which some of his atten-
dants went to a neighbouring village and took
away a quantity of salt to season it with;
but the King suspecting that they had
brought the salt without paying for it, order-
ed them to return and pay its price. Then
turning to his attendants, he said, thisis a
small matter in itsclf, but itis a great ove as
it regards me; for a King is an example
to his subjects, and ought ever to be just; if
I were to pluck only a single fruit from a
poor man’s tree without paying forit, my ser-
vants would the next day strip the tree of all
its fruit.

8. A Sovereign’s duty.

Solyman, the emperor of the Turks, having
conquered the city of Belgrade, a poor woman
complained Dbitterly to him that some of his
soldiers had carricd off her cattle in which

her whole wealth consisted. You must have
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been in a deep sleep, said Solyman, not to
have heard the robber. T did indeed sleep
soundly, replied the woman, but it was in the
confidence that you watched for the public
safety. The Emperor, far from resenting her

speech, made her ample amends for herloss.

9. Hakim the Caliph.

Hakim, the Caliph wishing to enlarge his
palace, proposed to purchase from u poor
woman, a piece of ground that lay contiguous
to it, but as she refused to part with the in-
heritance of her forefathers, his officers seized
the ground for the Calipl’s use. The poor wo-
man immediately complained of this outrage
to the chief magistrate of the city who fore-
saw great difliculty in the affair. He therc-
fore took a large empty sack, and mount-
ing his horse, rode to the Caliph and besought
permission to fill it with earth from his new-
ly acquired garden. Hakim showed some
surprize at the request, but allowed him to
fll the sack. When this was completed, he
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farther besought the Caliph to assist him in
lifting it on the ass.  This extraordinary re-
quest surprized Hakim still more, but he on-
ly replxed to the magistrate that it was too
heawy The judge then with an undaunted
courage said, this sack, O sovereign, contains
but a small portion of the ground you took
by violence from the right owner. If you
find it too heavy to bear, how will you sus-
tain the weight of the whole, when you
come to be judged of God ?  The Caliph in-
stantiy restored to the poor woman all the
land he had taken from her.

10. Fatal effects of a brive.

A poor man in Turkey, had his house
seized by his rich neighbour ; he held deeds
which proved his right, hut his opponent had
hired a number of witnesscs to invalidate
them, and to secure his cause had presented
the Cuzi with 500 Rupees.
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When the cause came into court, the poor
man told his story, and produced his writings
but could bring forward no witnesses to sub-
stantiate them. His adversary, having. a
number of hired witnesses, laid the whole
weight of his cause on their evidence, and
requested the Cazi to decree the preperty in
his favor on the ground that the poor man
had failed to establish his right.

The Cazi on this drew from under his seat
the five Hundred Rupees which he had re-
ceived as abribe, and flinging the bag with in-
dignation at the opulent oppressor, said, if the
poor man has no witnesses to substantiate
his c;ase, Inow producefive hundred to invali-
date your claim. Having said this, he decrced

the cause in his favor.

11. The father and the son.

A grocer in the city of Smyrna had a
son who by his own talents and industry
rose to the rank of Naib Cazi; in this capacity
be visited the markets and wspected the
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weights and measures. His father was in the
habit of nsihg folse weights, but trusting to
his relationship refused to conceal them be-
fore the periodical inspection.  The Naib,
coming to his shop dexired him to produce
his weights; instcad of obeying, however,
he evaded the order with a laugh.  Bat his
son was inflexible and ordered his servants
to bring forth the weights, and alter an im-
partial examination finding them false, con-
demned them to be destroyed, and sentenced
the culprit to pay a fine, and to reccive 50

strokes of the ratan.

The punishment was inflicted in his pre-
sence, after which the Naib leaped from his
horse, threw himself at his fathei’s feet, and
bathing them with his tears, said, I have
discharged my duty father to God and to
my sovereign ; permit me now by isy respect
and submission to acquit myself of the debt
I owe to you. Justice is the attribute
of Geod; it is Dblind, it has no regard to
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the ties of kindred; you had offended a-
gainst the laws of your country, and thercfore
deserved the punishient you have received,
but that it was destined to be inflicted by
me is a matter of the most poignaqt grief. Be-
have better for the future, and instead of cen-
suring me, pity me for being reduced to so
distressing a condition.

The whole city was filled with astonish-
ment at this decision, and a report of it
having been made to the grand Signior, he

promoted the Naib to the oflice of Mufti.

12. Henry of England.

Henry the 5th of England, when prince,
was in the habit of associating with a band
of licentious men who lead him into all kinds
of vice. A servant of his was indicted for
a misdemeanor and condemned ic punish-
ment ; the prince was so incensed at the re-
sult of the trial that he rushed into the court

and commanded his scrvant to be set at li-
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berty. The presiding judge Gascoigne, mild.
ly reminded him of the respect due to the
ancient laws of the realm, and advised him
to apply to his father the king for a pardon,
since he alone had the power of granting it.
The prince unappeased by this just answer,
turned towards his servant and atteropted to
take him by force out of the hands of the offi-
cers; upon which the judge commanded him to
leave the court. Henry was roused to a fury,
and rushed to the judgment seat, with the in-
tention of assaulting the judge; but he sitting
unmoved, and regarding him with a stern
countenande thus addressed him ;“Sir, re-
member your own dignity. I here hold the
place of your father. In his name, thercfore,
1 command youto desist from this unlawful en-
terprize, and henceforth not to set such an ex-
ample before those who will hereafter be your
subjects. For the contemptof the court and dis-
obedience of the laws which you have shewn,

1 commit you to prison, where you are to res
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main until the pleasurc of your father L
known.”

The prince sensible by this time of the ir
sult he had offered to one invested with hi
father’s dignity, went with the officers to pri
son without resistance. Hisfather on hearin
of the circumstance released his son, exclaim
ing, “How happy is the king who has a judg
possessed of such courage ! Howmuch greate
is his happiness who possesses a son willing
to submit to the punishment inflicted on him
for a breach of the laws!”

‘When the prince on the death of his father
came to the throne, he thoroughly reformed
his conduct, and became onc of the noblest mo-
narchs who ever swayed the British sceptre,
He also sent for the chief justice and higl:ly
extolled his courage, and said, that if all hi:
judges possessed equal courage he should cs-
teem himself a fortunate monarch.

13. Fire purifies every thing.
Louisthe fourtcenth, the king of France, par
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doped @:mebleman;who had committed & very
beinows crime.. The ebgncellor, histened to
him, and said, Sire, if yon pardon him, jus-
tiéewill 'be violated.: The %king repliéd; I have
already ‘given him my promise, how can I re-
thact 7 fétch me the great seal. The seal hav-
i}ig been brought, the king affixed it to the par-
ti_o_n, and returned it to the chancellor. The
ﬁhknéellpr with a noble courage replicd, I can-
not xeceive it, Sire, it is polluted. Whata di-
lemma, exclaimed the king, you are an im-
practicable man. Having said this, he threw
the pardon into the fire. Now, replied the
chancellor, T will take the seal back with piea-
stite, for fire purifies all things.

14, Supremacy of the Laws.
A merchant in England brought a suit a-
.gainst the king of Spain, and obtained a decree
against him., The embassador of the Spanish
king, however, refgsqd te pay the monpy ; on
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which the Jadge. _,prqnpupced a, sentence of
ouglawry agaipst the king.-Qu hearigg this the
embassador immediately paid down: the mo-
Bmey, because there were at that time various
suits depending between <the king of Spain
and the English merchants in the Courts, and
!‘ill the sentence of outlawry should be revers-
ed the king could not plead in the court, and
would consequently be a great loser.

15 The Emperor of Russia.

‘When the embassador of Peter, the emper-
or of Russia, was arrested in England ior
debt, kis master expressed his astonishment
that the individual who represented him
should be treated with such indignity, Dut
when he was informed that the king of Eng-
lund hiwself had no power to dispense with
the laws of the kingdom, he was overcoime

with surprize.

16.. Impartiality.
One of .the judges of Lngland in passing
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through the country, chserved an elegant new
charch ; on hearing the name'of the indivi-
dual who had built it, he enquired whether
it were not the same man who had a suit in
his court, and being informed that it was, repli-
ed, he shall fare none the worse for having
builta church. The next day, the gentleman
bearing of the circumstance, sent the judge a
prescat of fruit and poultry. The judge sent
it back to him immediately, saying, Le shall
not fare the better for his fruit and poaltry.

17. Paying for a Buck.

About a hundred and fifty years ago an
English judge, remarkable for his equity-
received a present of a buck from a gentle-
man, who had a suit in court. When the
cause came to be heard, the judge enquired
whether the complainant was not the indivi-
dual who had sent him a buck, and on being
informed that it was, he refused to hear the
causc until he had paid for the buck., The
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plaintiff said that he mever sold his veni-
son, and appealed to the oflicers of the court,
whether he had not adopted the same prac-
tice towards all the judges who had sat on
the bench. Though his declaration was con-
firmed by them all, ¢he jndge continued infle-
xible, and ordered the price of the buck to be
counted out in court to the gentleman before

he would begin 1he cause.

18. The Dutch and the Hottentots.

In the year 1787 there happened a dispute
between the Dutch and the Hottentots at the
Cape of Good Ilope. A Dutchman had been
killed by a Hottentot, upon which the Dutch
summoned the chief of that people to find the
offender and to punish him according to their
own laws, The punishment was thus inflict-
ed;; The Hottentots making a great fire,
brdughut forward the criminal attendcd by his
friends and relations, who after enjoyinga
great feast and much dancing, took leave of

him. The culprit having hecn previously in-
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-toxicated, and made to dance till his strength
was exhausted, was thrown into the fire.

Someé time after, ohe of the Dutch factory
killed a Hottentot, upon which the chief men
of the tribe came and demanded the death
of the offender, but as he was the ablest
accountant in the whole factory, the Dutch
were anxious to §a§e him. They therefore
contrived this expedient. Having appointela
day for his execution, they erected a scaffold
-and set hing upon it.  Soon after the execu-
tioner presented him with a glass of brandy
get on fire. 'The criminal received the potion
with much pretended reluctance, with his
hands shaking, and his limbs trembling. At
last he swallowed the draft, and instantly
pretended to fall down dead, on which the
v Jutch speedily covered him with a blanket,
% removed him.  The Hotténtots seeing
t_hiq,'sat up a great shout and exclaimed, the
Dutch are more just than we.” We only put
our criminal into the fire, but they have put
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five ifito théir criminal. Let no one imagine
however that the Dutchmian died, forthe burn-

ing brandy occasioncil him no injury.

19. Thermopylee.

The Grecian history abounds with cxam-
ples of great heroism, but few actions havere-
ceived greater praise from all mankind, than
the'noble conduct of Leonidas and his three
hundred Spartans. Xerxes the monarch of
Persia, invaded Greece with a mighty armyy
which according to some historians amownted
to three millions of men. Leonidas was sent
with an army of seven thousand men to repel
the invaders. He placed himself in a narrow
defile between two mountains, through which
the Persians were constrained to pass before
ng could enter Greece.  The name of the.
defile was Thermopylee.

Xerxes advanced ‘with his whole army to
the ‘straits, and never fancyidg for a moment
that the Greeks would’ obstruct his passage,
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waited four days in expectation that they.
would certainly betake themselves to flight.
At length he sent to Leonidas and command-
ed him to deliver up his arms. “Come thyself
and take them,” replied the Spartan chief.
Transported with rage, he ordered his army to
fall on the Greeks, to take them alive and bring
them to him in fetters ; but the army of the
Persians had nosooner begun the attack than
it was speedily obliged to retire.  The next
day they renewed the combat, but withno bet-
ter success.

Xerxes having lost all hope of making his
way through the Greek troops who were deter-
mined to conquer or die, was greatly perplex-
ed, till one Epealtes informed him of another
path over the mountains by which the Greeks
might be attacked in the rear. Xerxes upon
this secretly dispatched ten thousand men
upon this expedition. In the mcan time
Leonidas, satisied in his own mind of the
inspossibility of bearing up against the enp~
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sy, desired his allies to return, while he with
his three hundred Spartans remained with
a determination to fight at the risk of their
lives. His allies having retired, Leonidas and
the three hundred who continued with him,
far from indulging any hopes of either con-
quering or escaping, looked upon Thermopylce
as their grave. When Leonidas advised them
to take some nourishment, saying that they
should all sup together at night with Pluto,
they set up with one accord a shout of joy.
Atthe dawn of the morning, Xerxes advan-
ced with his whole army again on the three
hundred Greeks. Leonidas advanced to the
broadest part of the pass, and bravely repuls-
ed the enemy, but fell in the combat. Two of
the brothers of Xerxes immediately advanced
to seize his body, but the Greeks covered it
with invincible courage; four times did the
Persians rush on the body, and four times
were they rcpulsed.  Both the brothers of
Xerxes and many other brave commanders
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fell under the swords of the Greeks. At thig
juncturc,the ten thousand troops sent with Epe-
altes, appeared inauspiciously on the brow of
the mountain behind the Greeks, who at the
sightof them retired into the narrowest part of
the pass and drew close to each other. The
Persians now pressed on these heroes in front
and in the rear, and a dreadful conflicténsued,
The Greeks overwhelmed but not conquered,
fought on till every individual save one, was
slain; and the single refugec on reaching his
own city with the news of the -action, was

treated as a coward with universal contempt.

20. Cesar.

When Cesar the Roman General was ad-
vised by his friends to be more cautious and
not to move about among the common people
without beifig armed, replied, “ He that lives
in fear of death, feels its torments every mo-

ment. I will feel its torments but once.”
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21. An English Earl..

" Seward, a noble English Earl, several hun-
dred years ago was famed for his undaunted
spirit. He had sent his sen to fight the Scots,
but the yonth fell in the battle.  His father
on hearing of his death only enquired, whe-
ther the wounds of which he died, were in the
face or iu the back. On being told that they
were all in the forepart; I am rejoiced to
hear it, replicd he; for who would wish no-

bler death for himself or his relatives.

22. A Spartan.

~ A Spartan had painted a fly on his shield ;

on which his friends rallied him, by saying
that he wished thereby to avoid being known,
You are deceived, replied he; I shall go so
near my enemiocs that they will not fail to re-
cognize me.
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28. General Meadows.

» General Meadows, who was renowned-for
bis valour,being out on a reconnoitering party
nedr Seringapatam, a large shot struck the
ground a little before him, and was moving
with much velocity against him. The gene-
fal instantly stopped his horse and moved
out of the way; he then took off his hat and
making a profound bow to the ball as it pass-
ed, said, 1 beg you to proceed, I never disputo‘
the road with any gentleman of your family.

24. Combat with a lion.

An English Earl in the reign of Edward
the Third of Englapd, was celebrated for his
bravery, and became a great favorite with
his sovereign. This naturally created envy,
and his enemies taking advantage of the
king’s absence, one day instigated the queen’
to try his courage by letting a lion in upon
him, saying that if the-Earl were truly noble,

the lion would not touch him. The queen lis-
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tened to their advice, and a lion was conse-
quently turaed in upon him early the next
morning. - The Earl awakening out of his
sleep, perceived the lion, growling mear him.
But not in the least daunted, he called out
with a commanding voice to the lion: Stand.
At these words, it is said the lion croauched at
his feet, to the great amazement of his envi-
ous enemies, who were looking in upon him
from a window. The Earl then seized the lion
by his mane, turned him into his cage, and
placing his night-cap on his head, came forth
without ever casting a look behind him. Then
looking round on his adversaries he exclaim-
ed, let him that has noble blood in his veins

now go inand fetch my night cap off his head.

25. Conflict at sea.
In the year 1756, an English ship of war
which carried two hundred men, attacked a
French vessel of war, and after a very smart

action took her. A few days after, another
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French vessel, of twice the sive of the Bng-
dish vessel, bore down upon her, and haviag
Rtwken the prize, put some of hér men into her,
and both the’ French-vesgels then attacked
‘he English ship; on this a most desperate
'engagement ensued, which Yasted an hour and
‘a’half. Initthe French captain, his lieute-
nant and two-thirds of the crew were kilied,and
.on the side of the English, the Captain, almost
-all his officersand nearly the whole of the crew
lost their lives. The English fought with such
‘gallantry that when their vessel was taken,
only twenty-six out of two hundred werealive,
and of these sixteen had lost either their arms
or legs, and the remaining ten were all woun-
ded.

26. The Dey of Algiers.

When Admiral Keppel was sent to the Dey
of Algiérs todemand therestitution of twoships
which had been taken by Algerine pirates, he
sailed intothe hatbour,and castanchor infront



[ ec )

73| ST MIT oY TRGAT WMTHw
TS fregd IF W0 4T FET 0w
*ifr JFIEF ST BT aww Lo
(AT T T ST R IS F
i SIS Wiez 358 ¢nis f’fAn @
XE THT T TANGOT wighws 8
xR | SIS O g@ THer w7
I v T it X | SIS
TIFIT FYIT 8 LIF gwiwT @ Wi
7 BT Wz g2 W s Ay |
Fongfeitrr farsh R ANTT @ FIFTF
WiNTE 8 ofy wire wWEim WE Ay |
Fog T ATS ATLA[H S T§ FFAAT T
ST T FISTNTART LINTSY ST
Y T S (AT WY @I Wi
TN FIET T 9T ST S04y @ter
FWZ FILIT LIS @ 21T #f 3fem forn
fzer @z S@HP W T PINE |

1 LR |

LY HTETE 1w |
T WA RiE @B ©
TNFET T TN RNSTIEFAL TS
fgter @om wwfeoia 7oz Was



[ 56 1

of the Dey’s palace. He then landed,with on-
'l:y lus .owxi Captain and the crew of his barge,
and demanded an audience of the Dey. On
being introduced to him, the English admiral
demanded satisfaction for the injuries which
had been done to his Brittanic Majesty’s sub-
jevts. Surprized at his boldness, the Dey
said, he wondered at the insolence of the
kinz of England in sending a beardless boy to
menace him. The admiral replied with a smile
that if the king of England had reflected that
wisdom resided in the beard, he would have
sent him a he-goat. Enraged at this reply,
the Dey ordered his executioner to attend
with the bow string, telling the admiral he
should pay for his insolence with his life.
Unmoved by this menace, the English admiral
took him to the window and openingit, show-
ed him the English ships of war lying at an-
chor, and said that if he touched a single
hair of his head, those vessels would in a sin-
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gle balf hour level his palace with the ground.
The Doy knowing that what the admiral
threatened the Engiish vessels would per-
form, made immediate restitution for all the
losses which the English merchantmen had
suffered.

27. Sailor’s wife.

In one of the engagements between the
French and the English, a woman assisted at
one of the guns'on the ship of the English ad-
miral. The admiral coming up to her enquir-
ed who she was, to which she replied that she
could not leave her husband and had there-
fore accompanied him by stealth on the ship;
that he was wounded and carried below to
the surgeon, and that she was supplying his
place at the gun. When the action was over,
the admiralreprimanded her for her breach of
orders, by coming on board,but rewarded her
with ten guineas for so gallantly supplying her
husband’s place. - |
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28. Courage of a soldier.

In the year 1743, a private in an English re-
giment of horse at a battle in Germany of the
name of Thomas Brown distinguished him-
self for his intrepidity. After baving had two
hor.ses killed under him and lost two fingers of
his left hand, seeing the regimental standard
borne off by one of the enemy, he gallopped
into the midst of them and shot the soldier
who had the ensign. Then seizing it he thrust
it in between his thigh and the saddle, and
fought his way alone through the hostile ranks,
and though covered with wounds bore it 1n
triumph to his comrades, who rent the air with
their cheers. In this valiant exploit, Brown
received eight wounds in his facc head and

.neck ; three balls went through his bat, and
two lodged inhisback., He recovered {romn his
wounds so far as to be able again to serve in
the army, but being ultimately found disquali-
fied for service, he retired on a pension.
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29. Fighting Quaker.

The Quakersa sect of religionistsin England
and America, hold it unlawful to fight on any
occasion. A few years ago an American
vessel was chased by a privateer, on which
the captain determined to turn round and
ficht, although his ship was inferior in size.
There was a Quaker passenger on hoard who
reiused to assist at the guns, but notwithstand-
ing the shower of bullets continued coolly
walk to up and down the deck of the ship.
‘The privateer at length came up to the ves-
scl, and attempted to board her; but the
Quaker approaching the first man of the ene-
my who had-entered the ship, seized him by
the collar and threw him overboard, saying,

Friend, what business hast thou here ?

80. Fidelity to a fallen mastcr.
In the ycar 1G88 happened the great revolu-

tion in England, by which king James was
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deprived of the throne and king William ad-
vanced toit. After this change, and the recog:-

nition' of William as king by the estates of the
realm, it 6f conrse became a treasonable of-
fenceto correspond with the exiled king. Onc
of the ministers of state, a particular friend
of James was defected in corresponding with
him, For this offence by the laws of the
kingdom he descrved death, but William
thought it wiser to make such a man his friend
than to destroy him. He therefore sent for the
Earl, produced those letters before him, and
commending his fidelity to his former master,
expressed a warm desire to have him for his
friend. Having said this he threw the letters
into thé:ﬁre, and thus delivered the Earl from
aﬁ i'earJ for there was no proof of his crime he-
side the letters. The Earl, delighted with this
magnanimity became one of the most {aithful

servants of the new king.
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31. Astonishing tenderness of the female sex.

The duke of Bavaria having made war on
the Emperor Conrad, the Emperor besciged
him in bis castle, and though the duke defend-
ed it to the last extremity, yet he was obliged
to capitulate. All those who were in the Cas-
tie feared the Emperor’s wrath; the wife of
the duke, therefore, sent to himto beg thatshe
and the ladies wi:o were with her might be
permitted to lcave the Castle without any
molestation, to proceed to a place of salety
and to take whatever they could carry with
them. The Emperor fancying that they de-
manded this favor only to save their gold, sil-
ver and jewels, granted his permission. But
he was struck with amazement when he per-
ceived the dutchess moving out of the Castle
with her hushand on her back,andall the ladies,
bending beneath the load of their respective
fords. The Emperor was touched with the
tengemess and courage of the ladies who consi-

dered their husbands as their true trcasures
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and esteemed them more than gold and jewels.
He commended their fidelity, and having treat-
ed them with a splendid feast, came to a sin-

cere accomodation with the Duke,

32. Fidelity of servants.

When Marius the Roman general returned
to Rome, he determined to extirpate his ene-
mies, and despatched his emissaries in every
direction to put them to death. The high
ways were filled with the monuments of his
cruelty. Among other persons whom he sought
to slay was Cornutus; but his servants were
attached to him with unshaken fidelity. They
concealed him in a safe place, and taking a
dead body, suspended it by a beam; then put-
ting a gold ring on its fingers pointed it out to
the executioners as the body of their master.
They afterwards buried it with great pomp;
no one suspected the truth, and their master
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was in the mean time conveyed beyond the

‘rcach of danger.

83. Damon and Pythias.

Dionysius the tyrant of Syracuse, a man
of unfecling disposition condemned Damon
to death. Damon obtained permission to vi-
sit his wife and children, and left his most
faithful friend Pythias in his room with: this
condition, that if he failed to return in thrco
days, his friend should be executed in hisstead.
Before the appointed time Dionysius visitel
Pythias in prison, and said, what a fool art
thou to have come under such an engage-
ment? Canst thou think that Damon will re-
turn and save thy life? My Lord, said Py-
thias with a firm voice, my friend cannot fail.
T am as certain of his fidelity as of my own
existence. But 1 bescech God to preserve
his life. I Descech the wind to detain him.
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May he not arrive till by my death I have
saved his lite, which is of so much more value
than mine. My life is of little service. ~His
is valuable to his friends, to his wife, to his
children. I have only one wish, that he may
be detained by adverse circumstances till the
period for his arrival bas passed. The tyrant
was struck with astonishment at this mag-
nanimity. He endeavoured to speak, but
his voice failed him, and he retired.

At length the day for the execution arrived,
but Damon had not returned. Pythias was
brought out of prison and with a cheerful
countenance ascended the scaflfold, and thus
addressed the assembled people, God has
heard my prayers and is propitious to me.
The \vinds‘ have been contrary.  Damon
could not arrive ; he will certainly be here
to-morrow, and my blood shall ransom that
of my friend. As he ﬁnishe(i thiese words, a
noise was hcard at the extremity of the
crowd, and a voice arose from a distance
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exclaiming, stop, executioner, stop. A man
came up covered with dust and sweat, and
in an instant leaped off his horse, and ascen-
ding the scaffold, embraced Pythias. This
was Damon ; he instantly exclaimed, you are
safe my fricnd, you are safc. =~ But Pythias
instead of testifying any pleasure at his arri-
val exclaimed, by what cruel haste have you
arri;'ed here to die? Why did not the winds
detain you one hour longer ?  But since I
cannot die to save you, I will die to accom-
pany you.  Dionysius the tyrant who was
present was touched with the scene; he de-
scended frem his throne, and ascending the
scaffold said, live, ye incomparable friends,
live ; you have demonstrated that virtue still
lives in the world. Live happy in your fricnd-
ship; but grant me this favor; receive me in.
to the number of your [riends, .f‘nd let me par-
ticipate in a friendship of so diviuc a charac-
ter.
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38." Royal Guardian:

Henry king of Sitily, left at his death his son
John, a child 22 months old, and entrusted
the guardianship of him to his brother Ferdi-
pand. No man enjoyed a fairer character
than Ferdinand. He was wise and resolute
in action, mild in his manners, distingunished a-
mong honorable men. Theeyesthereforeof the
whole peoplewere turncd upon him as the man
best calculated to govern the kingdom. But
Ferdinand had no other desire than that of ad-
ministering the government on hehalf of his in-
fant nephew. Hec was repeatedly requested
to take upon himsell the crown, but he never
listened to this request. When some of the no-
bles made this proposition to him, he reprov-
ed them with indignation, and told them that
as his nephew was too young to defend his
own right, they and he were the more bound
to maintain it. He was one day informed, that
the nebles intended in public council on the

next day, to propose his taking the crown up-
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