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* Vide Cunningham’s History of the Shiks p. 47.
Also History of the Punijab vol. I. P. 170,
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* Vide Travels of Taveniers vol. ii pp. 211.

+ Jehangir legislated for the abolition of this practice by succes~
sive ordinances. At first he comanded that no woman being mother
of a family should under any circumstances be permitted how-
«ever willing to immolate herself, and subsequently the prohibition
was made entire when the slightest compulsion was required,
whatever the assurances of the people might be. Vide Tod’s
History of the Rajput tribes vol. 1. p. 500.
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rather to increase than to dimini:h the frequency of the praetice.
Such a tendency is, at least, not unnaturally ascribed to a Regula-
tion which, prohibiting a practice only in certain cases, appears to
sancion it in all others, It is to be apprehended that where the
people have not previoutly a very enthu:iastic attachment to the
custom, a law which shall explain to them the cases in which
it ought not to be followed, may be taken as a direction for adopt-
ing it in all others. It is, moreover, with. much reluctance that
we can concent tomake the British Government, by a specific
permission of the Suttee an osten:ible party to the sacrifice ;
we are averse also to the practice of making British Courts
expourders ard virdicators ¢f the Hindu religion, when it leads
to acts which, not less as legiclators, than as Christians, we
abounnate, '
Vide Parliamentary Papers vol. III, p. 45.
* Vide Parliamentary Papers vol. V, p 1568, ;
+ Vide Bombay Courier, October, 1824 ;also Pum
papers, p 242.
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+ Vide Poynder’s speech pp 66-69.
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Vide Parliamentary Papers, Vol, I p, 212,
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#* A Regulation prohibiting the burying of a widow alive,
_ 'was promulgated, Sep. 1817 :— :

1. It having been ascertained that the sastra contains no
authority for a practice which has prevailed amongst the Jogee .
tribe in some parts of the country especially in the Dists of
Tipperah of burying alive the widows of persons of that tribe,
who desire to be interred with the hodies of their husbands, such
practice must necessarily be regarded as a criminal offence under
the general Laws and Ragulations of Government, .

2. The Magistrate and Police officers in every district where
tha practice above mentioned has been known to exist, shall be
caveful to make the present prohibition as publicly known as
possible ; and if any person after being advised of it, shall appear
to have been concerned in burying a woman alive in oppositidn
thereto, he shall be apprehended and brought to trial for the

offence before the Court of Circuit .

3. The Magistrate and Police officers are fa.rther direcetd to -
use all practicable means for preventing any such illegal aot ;
and an attempt to commit the same, after the promulgation of
these rules, though not carried completely into effect, will on
conviction, bs punished by the city magistrate or by the Court
of Cireuit accordmg to the degrae of orlmmaht.y and clrcumstunoe
of the case.

+ Vide Sati’s cry to Bntun, p 81; also Poynder’l speech p 220.
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* Bati’s ory to Britain p. 93,

+ Meeting at Bedford, in 1823, iu the village of Crail near
. Edinburgh, in 1825 and in the following places in 1827 :—
Ashbourn East Retford Newyork Sutton Ashfleld

Belper Hinckby Newbury Stanies
Belfast Hinton Northampten - York
Chester Loughborough Reading o R R
Colchester Manchester Rochade x ¥

Derby Melbourn Salisbury R
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* Specimen of petition adopted in Manchester :—

“To the Right and Honble Lords spiritual and Temporal and
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament
assembled.

The humble petition of the mha.bxt,anta of Manchester and its
vieinity, adopted at public meeting convened by the Boroughrueve
and constables of Manchester and held in the townhall, on the 9th
of May, 1827.

Sheweth—That your petitioners have learned with t.he great-
est regret that the burning of widows with the dead bodiss of
their husbands, and other customs by which human lifs is wanton-
ly sacrificed, continue to be practised in varions parts OF British
India, with undiminished frequsncy, in gross violation of ths law
of God and of the riglts and feelings of humanity.

That it further appears to your petitioners that the existing
regulation of the Satee, cni-cuh.ted by the Bengal Government, in
one thon-and eight hundred and fifteen, have rather tended to
increase than to diminish the number of human sacrifices, it baing
understood by the Natives, that by these regulations the ~sanction
of the ruling power is mow sdded to the commentation ol the
Sastras.

That it ‘appears from documeuts submitted to your Right
Hon’ble House and since laid before the public that the practice

_of burning Hindu widows alive, if prohibitad by Govsrnmant,
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miéhtbe eﬁ'eotually. suppressed, without any ground of appre-
hension of evil consequences,

That your Petitioners deeply impressed with the obligation of
the inhabitants of Britain to promote the civilizaion and improve-
ment of their fellow-subjects in India, as expressed by the resolu-
tion of your Right Honble House in the year one thousand eight
hundred and thirteen, most earnestly implore your Right Hon’ble
House to adopt such measures as may be deemed most expedient
and effectual for the suppression of customs so abhorrent from
British charactér and so opposed to the welfare of our Indian
possessions and  thus remove the stigma which at present
attashes to our national character and relisve the inhabitants
of British India from this sconrge.

; “  And your petitioners will ever pray,

* Vide Boulgers Bentinck, p. 85. !
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Vide Civil and Military Gazette. March 30th 1908.
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Vide Engli hman 17th, Januvary 1905,
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* As to the case in Privy Council, it was fully argued in June
1832 and after careful consideration of the arguments advanced
on both sides, the petition of the Hindu appelants was dismissed
and the Act of Goyt of India received a formal legal ratification ;
with regard to this case Mr. Greville (Greville’s memoirs
No. 11 pp 314-16 ) who was clerk of the council, declared that
"the court were half hearted in the matter, but practically un-
animous in thinking that the Governor-General’s orders could not
be set aside”, Vide Boulgers Bentink.

s



f‘ feren wiEw TEA o0, Beaw v v Tt
7 Ifere few, Bu 3w e Atanwd  wfwRee
wig feal Tonfe fomaed wiamsal e¥w;  @wid WiRE
fafias " o301 Tearm w17 Tarad iin @ wWAifte zErs
atfie, | v Bew TRANe AN, (IT WEEA S @ @
P oviw wfam | e oy A @R AW 9F
BT ‘@b wq ferl SiEE” ANE qued G @R
woi fafiaies @ AowWE it @Y Ao bl sfmt
WiE FEA AT | S TF AT @ AT TR WEE
3fita A, WIE Rt S et @ iy g
T SRy VoS @it WA WP $4A TR S
whwte sfacefen | avwa 39w T wEtaw fawcs ataty
b WA (ord @efe e I T, TUR W KA A
Tefaaw ez areigran ofs pows! ez o7 wfewwra
@ emm IfaT | e wfewwa cta AAw AARCAME I,
Y ARG A, AN AT I WA SR TG,
Ffereld g wfreEie siga, MG Afeeotam wfaw
C @Sfe sie TR AZHY NI TOS @A WY (IS ENF
FFY I AL |

+ Mr. Shore, & friend of Bentinck, writes inhis “Notes on
Indian affairs” to diminish the value of the regulation:—“Regar-
ding the sati question Lord William Bentinck did not go far enough

* In saddition to sbolishing that heriible Tite he should have
executed some rules to provide for maintenance of widows.”
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* “Violance was seldom used to compel woman to ascend pile,
nay that after she has declared her resolution, her freinds use
various arguments to discover whether she be likely to persevere
or not. ( If she goes to water side and then refuse to burn, they
consider it a disgrace to family). It is not uncommon for them to
demand proof of her resolution by obliging her to hold her finger
in fire if able safe, if otherwise they remain deaf to whatever
she says”.

Vide Ward’s Hindu Mythology p. 113.

“But with a very rare exception, the Suttee has been a volun-
tary victim”--The Quarterly Review Vol. 89-1851 p. 262.

“In all cases they are understood to be willing vietims.”

History of the Punjab Vol. I p. 170.

“Abul Fozel informs us that-“all his wives embrace the corpse
and notwithstanding their resolutions advice them against it,
they expire in flames with greatest cheerfulness.” :

Ayeeni Achbury V. p. 529.
Col. Tod taking nearly the same view of the subject says in
his Rajstan Vol. I Chap. XXIV, “that the stimulant of religion
. requires no aid even in the timid female of Bengal,who,relying on
the promise of regeneration lays her hand on the pyre with the mo:t
phylosophic compo:ure.”’--Diboi: Description of the manners
etc of the people of India. pp 240-45. Also Vide Hindu p. 297.
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* Ward's Hindu Mythology p-108
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* Ward's Hindu Mythology p.-109.








