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+ Vide Hicky’s Gazettee 24th Nov. 1781. Vol XLIV.
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living—Colonel Sleeman Writes in Modern Hinduism by

W. J. Wilkins p. 225, :
* The Hindoo p- 23.

-t The Hindu Mythology p.. 107,
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- * Vide Mpythology of the Hindoos pp. 166—174. by
Charles Coleman Esq. and also Wards Hindoo - Mythology
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* Vide Mr., Poynder's resolution regarding the burning
of widows in India as discussed at India House on the 28 th.
March 1827. Also see Good old days of Hon'ble John Company
p. 193 by Mr. Carey. ; N



- AW : ve'
w@idfr 3w @ oival e wWiAe ewfs ot fows
*fam | a7 2SR ARG & 13T AT MBS 6B TR
AFLT AFLAY GIFH PAAN A, SARNAT 9F AMCS SfefA
AT qreAta S wfa ffm ' ‘

@Re (FiNe I foora wrwd cifuaria swg e
eftasits Ffas 3 wWA 2331 4% WA (7% WIFNSE SIEF
13T 7% 331 38w | e uHv Barme Weld AT | @A
GFBIWG B% T 227 | +—3 938 4BNT ThYH AW wyife
ARLATS! AT ST QTG A (AMFI TP@ Siery o 373
wF A ATT! T30S w1 et 3fae, sififiee oW @3l
Beran Aol oAfem om ) @I Sarw YR wEwive
FAfe Jerrz AT NFET Teq  IAZI ANIS FA9H I
WO AEIA R AZA 5N | oIS @F AR,
78} 7 TR WP 0w | w@ W N AN
faarEal e @ds A JFAT WA 782 A} T4 TN ToA-
7% 2%a, wua foutassi @sfe wia =feml i@ A @ @
227 0w ; wrern ez, Sam g crfamt Aww @ifege
eieieif sizne w13 22re aifzz =l #faedy 4ufad o3
Fiw F3MRA 723 WA @3 wAFRIT SR (e 23S SuAMEA,
A farR siEte ool wet a%ut o | | SiEE ww

emsfrs el fim aw Iwwew Al e ww AW ey
- fRfém g | sz 2qaifes, ty Avs fwt o Rt

' Vide Hindoo. pp 244—94,



T - ASMIE -

foetaterta  wioet foc, steta acan 798 wwta SoAifes
g87 ax fool @afrd FfaarE iR 3@ wwix 230 wats Afew
O @3 WA (72 WIS SiBF red AfES 7% Ffa@
cwfem 1
FRe F4Ae foot=nl s2ul =A%y Iga zW t%cs 'rﬁrm
“I18teIe FAtea fawd wiwd Brofirst g2yl fauata SRa faaww
amfer 22y Afes | TIe SR TAY LW N N6
frz  ond Srewets s w2, qure! waE oS w3
afen =tz waty NIA T IS 2B 1+ GT YRS
Eforter Rz e | cwtS Bxomw wrME @ulR mFStOE
TR W AT @RFA @5 GA oo sfafEram ) 4
@€ cwea fostas! A wse I vge Jfee eaifem 1 oHa
@ag M3 %6 z8rs oot 3w o 9vex yAANR AfgoR
| Boerd 22aifee |
faf% A&tz svrv 92icwy 9% Fwewa sifacy mﬂtm qi
@B BAT @G3R IR FfAAEA ;1—“9% qCSHI WA
ptteaa faabast At aF @A Ty ofes 23 etetm

* @ UE TGS TR T (FAG (FIAG ABHHHT BrAE AR
@, wifs aterts 34 wAw, Tz mqwe‘rﬁsmﬁmn gfaate
' Missionary Rev Ward w@®,—“This I imagine, must have been
an empty threat ; as it does not any where appear that I am
aware o& that a loss of casts can attach to tha relative of a psrty
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Vide the Hindu Mpythology by Ward. vol. II p. 104 >

+ Vide Mythology of the Hindoos by C. Coleman. pp. 166—174.

t+ Vide Wanderings of pilgrimage Vol. I, p. 91.
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JOB CHARNOCK’S SATI

An Old Myth,

The “Hindu Patriot” writes!—Old myths die hard. In the
course of an article on Job Charnock, the founder of Caloutta, the
Englishman gives a fresh lease of lifs to the long exploded fiction
that “Charnock married a beautiful Hindu widow whom he had
rescued from “ Sati” She was no Hindu widow nor was there
any rescue from the funeral pyre. She was merely a “ Kahar®
woman whom Job had picked up at Patna and who eventually
eloped with him and bzeame the mother of his children, Sha
sleeps side by side with her long sufforing Job in St. John’s
Churchyard and the seventeenth century monumant which
protects her remains is about the oldest piece of building to be
found in Caleutta. It wasthe practice of Job to sacrifice a
' “cock at her tomb on the anniversary of her death—a practice
upon which  8ir William Hunter has founded a surmise
that she probably belonged to the sect of Pabelch-pir Kahar who
are half Hindu and half Mahomedan. :

Regarding Mr. Charnock William Hedges, who was
the predecessor of Job Charnock in the post of British Agent
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at Hughli writes under dute,(_tha last Desember 4§82, in his
Diary published by the Hakluyt Society)—I was farther informed
by this and divers other persons that when Mr. Charnock
lived at Patna, upon complaint made to ye Nabob that he kept
a Gentoo's wife (her husband being still liviog or but lately
dead ) who was run away from her husband and stolen all his
mony and jewels to a gréat valus, the said Nabob sent 12 soulders
to size Mrs. Charnock ; but he escaping (or bribing ye men )
they took his Vakeel and kept him 2 months in prison, ye soulders
lying all this while at ye factory gate till Mr. Charnock
compounded the business for R+, 3,000 in mony, 5 Pieces of
Broad cloth and som2 sword blades,

% WAF wI oifF IEF I@ Al Aatd ol Aw| 220 TH-
%114 faeg siasisia 7 o4ts 251337 | St-Johns Church 43 Pilot
Jownsend AT @WAF AMGT C¥ta atwd Ay woen fratfaft
T2 T AW BT WYty AT A7 Tgfes Ay, —

* * *
" *“Shoulder to Shoulder Job my boy
{ )"‘Into the crowds like a wedge
Out with your hangers, messmate,
-~ But do not strike with the edge,
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Cries Charnock—"rcatter the faggots !
Double that Brahmins into two
The tall pale widow is mine,” }
- Job the little browu girl’s for you.” ‘
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¢Before the Moghul’'s war Mr. Charnock went one time his
ordinary guards of soldiers tosee a young widow act that
tragical catostrophee. By force he rescued her and conducted
her to his lodging. They lived lovingly many years and had several
children.” 5
. % “At length she died after he had settled in Calcutta
(1790 A. D) but instead of converting her to christanity she made
a proselyte o Paganism + * The story was realy true matter
of fact.”

- Early records of British India. by Wheeler. p. 189,
* Vide Calcutta Past and Present p. 10 by K. Balchandra.
. % 'The Hindusthan Review, September 19110 p, 1541,



»8 oW

gy (TS C¥IRS o fenn | e, @t e
= faradies son; 35, T 3w @ 3w fr=nes
5 3 CwiAe SRR Afran et 3 AT o4 e W
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At @fefis S A <feml @ e ot g wm B
Ffcen | @ of  Aehrde: S TE e W fAfes,
FEIR I FERA I oAty Awfiwre weg Fewa
Rt Atew zRAne ; FH cwrere g3 SRR fRowm
Qifeyl, SIFTFI WA IS OHIA SIX FEW  WARTER
TY WEF IS WIS (AT 2P FEA gFiRy Afang
@I @A QAR SewWFE e} wIhE el fiffs
3 e wifis =23fen e wifee fog oy fomda
ee  zeal I fFw S wame  wfeIW| @
AR @35 7S W W A9 oVt Bom et
- g afeang | § Aeoesz A7 Ifoe @y vaw Fhis
TR | Tare atwe 2R e whaum W Wt wfee
e | «gFt N waw  Ffasren  flhme  afrs
ZRINE | IR INA AT A AR AW g9 zReAe,

§ “Two roads of four which meet a little north of Jagat Seth’s
house from which the place takes its name have boen cut away
by the river. Near the junction Stands Suttee Mandir built to
commomorate the Hindoo widow who became suttee. The templo
is over 200 Years old ;. the stone door frames & communication
slab have been removed and the temple is in disrepair.” '

Musnad of Murshidabad p 157.
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anefas Son 132 anv Afeses of fem1 @ wws wafis
T FARaed e «am fafas A @
*AF qAAE e qfza, Srzrz g sveE A
R, “NGPIT A @F I O OB 93 T FFIAG
Afos 797 3 AfFwa cafurs =ngama ) e werE aRAel
¢ amq afes forma @z fefme Envns Fwa fa
e, afeqfs wfgs fer) «@ afwan wwfeqs 3%
& 9 ¥ &7 ¢ wrened e feal e fafas adiaf

* 3aae ABIHT > FAZ wifgdn Caleutta Gazettee g T. M.
FHIFA] QI A1ZT 93 73 39w fafwy “FO\w{wa Ayvw «Fw
faf¥utegs,—“From the many :pots that I have seen raited in with
bamboos and brick bhuildings called Suttee Mandir which are
remarkable from being small and open on the four sides, these
buildings and the fense of bamboos always denote the fatal £pot, 3
on which unhappy women have devoted themselves to the ﬂames
accompanying their deceased husband,”

* Fanney Parks (Me Archer) was the daughter of one of
Lord Comberenires Aides. The distingnished lady was wife of
Mr, Charles Grawford Parks of the Bengal Civil Service, who
died in London in 1854, She came to India first time in 1822,
returned to Enrgland in 1839 and came back five years latter and
left India for gocd in 1854, She was lover ¢f Nature and habit
and wrote the most mtemntmg book “Wanderirgs cf Pilgrimage

“in search of picturetque during four and twenty yearsin the
East with revealation cf life in the Zenana,”
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* Vide Suttee’ cry to Britain. p. 25.
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* Vide Continental -Tndia by Massie M. L. I. A. Vol II
pp 1756—177. '
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Regulation XVII of 1829, -

1. The practice of Sati or of burning or burying alive the
widows of Hindus is revlolting to the feelings of human
nature, it is nowhere enjoined by the religion of the Hindus
-as an imperative duty, on the contrary a life of purity #nd
retirement on the part of the widow is more especially and prefer-
ably inculcated, and by a vast majority of that people through-

" out India the prasties i< not kept up nor observed. In some exten-
sive distriets it does not exist. In those in which it has been most
frequent it is notorious that in many instances acts of atracity
have been perpetrated which have been shocking to the Hindus
themselves and in their eyes unlawful and wicked. The measures
hitherto adopted to disconrage and prevent such acts have
failed of success and the Governor-Cteneral-in-Council is deeply
impressed with the conviction that the abuses in question
cannot bs effectually put an end to without abolishing the prac—
tice altogether. Actuated by these considerations the Governor-
‘General-in-Council without intending to depart from one -
of the firet and most important principles of the system of”
British Government in India that all classes of the people be.
‘secure in the observance of their religious usages so long as
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that system can be adhered to without violLtion of the paramount.
- -dictates of justice and humanity, has deemed it right to establish .

the following rules, which are heveby enacted to be in force

from the time of their promulgation throughout territories
" immediatly subject to the Presidency of Fort William,

II. The practice of Sati or cf burning or burying alive the
widows of Hindus is hereby declared illegal and punishable
by the criminal courts, : -

First. All Zemindars, Talukdars or other proprietors of land
whether malguzari or lakhiraj, all sadar farmers and undei-
renters of land of every descriptlon, all dependent Talukdars,
all Naijs and other; local agents, all native offizers employed in
the collection of the revenue and rents of land: on the part of
Government or the Court of Wards and all Mandals or other
Headmen of the Villages are hers by declared especially acountable
for the immediate commanication to the officers cf the nearest.
Ploice Station of any intended Zanifice «f the nature described
in the foregoing wection, and any/Zemindar or other dereription
of per-ons, above noticed, to whom such respon.ibility is declared
to attach,who may be convicted of wilfully neglecting or delaying:
to furrsih the information above required, :hall be liable to-
be fined by the Magistite or Joint Magi trate in any sum
not exceeding two hundred rupees, and in default of paymeut to
ba confinea for any period of impriconment not exceeding

. #dx Wonthes, > v

~econd. Tmmediaty on receiving intelligence, that the
sacrifice declared illegal by this Regulation, is likely to ocour, the
Police Daragha shall either repair in person to the rpot or',d,epu_h
his Muharrir or Jumadar accompanied by one or more Barkandaz.
of the Hindu religion and it shall be the duty of the police
officers to announce to the persons assembled for the performance
of the ceremony that it is illegal and to endeavour to prevail on

~ them to ditperse explaining to them that in the event of their-
_ penisting in it they will involve themselves in & crime and



ASWIZ AR

become . tubject to punishment by the ciimirval courts. Sheuld
- the parties assembled proceed in defiance of thore ramons t1ar ces
to carry the ceremony into effect it :hall be the duty. «f the
police cfficers to use all lawful means in their power to prevent
the eacrifice frcm takirg place and to apprehcnd the principal
perronx aidirg and abettiig the pexformance f it ard in the
event of the Police cfficers being unable to appreherd thom they
ehall endeavour te a:certain their names and places of abude and
shall immediately communicate the whole of the particulars to
_agistrate or Joint Magistrate for his orders,

Third. Should intelligence of :acrifice declared illegal by
this Regulationn, or reach the Police officers untill zfter it +hall
have actually taken place or thould the raciifice have been cariied

. into effect before their arival av the spot, they will nevertheless
i nstitute a full exquiry in to the circum: tances (f the ca:e in like
manner as on all other occasions of unnatural death, and report
them for the information and orders f the Magistiate or Jcint
. Majistrate to whom they may be subordinate.

Inscription on the Pedestrian statue of

Lord William Bentinck erected on
the Calcutta Maidan.

To William Cavendish Bentinck, who during seven years ruled
India with eminent prodence intcgrity and benevolence, who
placed at the head of the great empire, never laid aside the
. simplicity and moderation of a private citizen, who infused into
oriental derpotiim the s pirit cf British freedom, who never fo1got
that the end of Government is the welfare of the governed;.
who abolished .cruel rites; who effaced humiliating di-tinctions,
who allowed liberty to the expresiion cf public opinion, whase
constant study it was to elevate the moral and intellectual
character of the nation commited to his charge this monument.
was crected by men, who differing from each other in race, in



TS - AewiE 1

"manners, in language and in religion cherish with equal veneration
- and gratitude the mamory of his wise, upright and “pmrul
- administration. Calcutta the 4th February, 1885 i

RESUME

The abolition of the rites of sati (i. e. the burning alive of
widows on the funeral pyeres of their deceased husbands) is
perhaps the boldest of ail the social reforms inaugurated by the
enlightened British Raj since India has passed under the benign
influence of its administration. From time immemorial this
custom had undoubtedly done havoc among Hindu widows young
- as well as aged, the extent of which it is hardly possible to

estimate. Prolonged warfare the great destroyer of social
equilibrium, plague and pestilence, extensive floods, volcanio
. eruptions, fearful earthquakes or such other visitations of God as
decimate a whole country cannot, it is feared, do so much lasting
injury to human society as has been the result of the prevalence
of sati. The British Raj has really earned the gratitude of the -
Hindu community by stampting out this shocking rite.

A careful perusal of the past history in connection with this
rite will show, beyond all questions, that this was never enjoined
as & part of the religious life of the Hindus but was only a ocustom
that had like many others crept slowly into there social life. The
religious life of a Hindu is a series of rites performed from day to
-day according to the injunctions of the Shastras, Thus sati which
had the appearance of a Shastric rite soon got hold of the soft and

- pious heart of a Hindu. Once introduced into a Hindu family,
it had every facility for being handed down from generation to
' generation as the bounden duty of a pious Hindu widow. In fact
~ history shows that the nonobservance of this rite in a respectable
family came in time to be regaided as a mishap or misfortune in
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s#hat family. The celebration of this rite by a widow in one Hindu

w wa« followed by another in the same or in a

.m“nng ilocality and thuslike a fearfnlly contagious disease
found its way from village to village and from one part of the
country to another., Fortunately, however, it did not find a place
“in every Hindu family, but not.wmhmandmg the stray cases
that used to be celebrated in a year in the different parts of t.he
o’nntry amounted to no mean figure.

Traces of this pernicious custom are to b> found even in the
remote Vedic age but the Vedas give no account of an actual
celebration. The same applies to the age of the Ramayana, The
Mahabharata, the great Sankrit epis, ha: howaver innumosrable
instances of the actual performance of the rite. In fact, the
bereaved consorts of Sree-Krishna—the living incarnation of
God—:ays the Mahabharata, had their lives sacrificed on burning
pyres after their Great husband had cast off his earthly abode.
Manu, the great Hindu law-giver, does not enjoin nor does he
make any mention of this unhuman rite; abstinance dnly is

reseribed for widow: Less eminent lawgivers speak well
§(Pf this i-it.ual and mention it as a permissable or desirable rite to
be perfomed:by pious widows. Thay do not howaver preseribe it as
the last duty of woman towards her deceated husband, aswas
‘generally supposed to be the case. Roghunandan known as
the Manu of Bengal, was the first to prescribe it as the best and
the most important duty of a Hindu widow. This must acsount
for the comparatively warm recaption given to it by ths zatuvally .
softer people of Bengale.

The accounts of eminent wrifers who witnessed the actual
performaacs of the rits show that in a majority of the instanc es
widows cheerfully mounted the funeral pyres of their husbands
and burnt to death while abiorbad in ths thoughts of their
departed husbands whom they were wont to revere almost as
the living incarnation of diety. Very rare exceptions were
notised here and there and it;must b admitted, that there ware
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instances in which cﬂpable homiside was committed in the name
of Sati, Although such instances wore rare they ttood atno

mean figure at the end of the year. They have all been recorded
in this compilation from the writings of e e witneses,
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