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CHAP. VI

A Dyffertation on the Metempfychofis of the
Bramins, or Tranfinigrations of the fallen
Angele Spirits; with a Defence of the
original Scriptures of Bramah, and an
occafional comparifan betiween them and the
Chriftian Doétrines.

INTRODUCTION.

PART L

TE have hitherto floated upon the
¥ - materials which the wreck of Cal
‘cutta inthe year 176 5 afforded us, and now
for the firft time, launch cut into the ocean
of hypothefis and {peculation spon our own
bottom. Difficult and hazardous as our
courfe 1s, we will hope cur voyage may
not be unprofperous. We invoke po aid
to lead us on our way, but ihat Powgr
ALoNE, which can ALoNE ENLIGHTEN;
“that Power ! which in every age (but more
particularly in fome) has gracioutly been

B pieafed,



pleafed to convey a divine revelation to the
HEART OF MAN. -

2. Various foils and climates, as they
influence -the conftitutions, {o they do in
part the difpofitions of mankind ; and this
it is, that may have made it necefiary to
difpenfe diffcrent modes of revealing the
WiLt oF Gobp to the different parts of this
(and poflibly every other) habitable globe;
and as the minds of focieties, and even
‘nations, are fubject, with all things elfe, to
revolution and change; it may alfo have
‘been neceflary to vary the mode of revela-
tion o the fame people, at different periods
of time, 2s the immoral flate, or imper-
fections of mankind may have indicated,
“The hiftory of the world is pregnant with
many inftances in {upport of thefe probable
conclufions, befides that of the dduble re-
velation to the Hebrews, the Mdhaic, and
the Chriftian : the minds: of men are 1m-
prefled by, and open to conviétion, and the
acceptance ¢f TRUTH, under —one peculiar
form, which they will reject under another:
How deeply then ought we toadore and re-
verence that fupreme Being, who thus con-
defcends to model his commands, . and
infpire his chofen writers, in conformity
to the weaknefs, and fajlings of his crea-

tures ?
7 It
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3. It is'an allowed truth, that there never
was yet any {yftem of theology broached to
mankind, whofe firft profeflors and pro-
pagators did not announce s defeent from
Gop ; and Gop forbid, we thould doubt
of, or impeach the divine origin, of any of
them ; for fuch culogium they pofiibly all
merited in their primitive purity, could
theybe traced up to that ftate, notwith-
ftanding many learned pens have labored to
prove, that fuch a claim was generally 2
political inpofition only; a fuggeftion that
we think has not much contributed to the
advancement of either the piety, or morals
of mankind, -and therefore better had it
been {upprefied, and kept from their know-
ledge, as we hope to make appear prefently,

——Various as we may obferve the religi-
ous {yftems {cattered throughout the world,
and fingular as our following opinion, and
our reafoning thereon may appear to be;
we fhall not héfitate to lay it down as a
principle, That—howi{oever mankind, ei-
ther of Europe, Afia, Africa or America,
may differ in the exterior modes of worfhip
paid to.the DEerTy, according to their va-
rious genius ; yet, that there are fome_fus-
damental points of every f{yftem, wherein
all agree and profefs unanimous faith ; as
may be gathered, either from their exprefs
dodlrines, or evidently implied, from their

b 2 modes,




- (4) _.
modes, or ceremonials of worfhip, how-
foever differing in manner and form, from
cach other, - |

4. The fundamental points of religion
above alluded to, we chufe to diftinguifh
by the title of PRIMITIVE TRUTHS, truths !
which forceably ftruck, and impreffed the
human heart at the period of man’s crea-
tion, and although from an original un-

happy taint, be in fucceeding times, ftrange-

ly deviated from them, yet he never-has,
~ nor ever will be able, wholly to obliterate
and efface -them, however he may fome-
times for a greater, or lefler {pace, utterly
lofe fight of them. We wili enumerate
the principal of thefe primitive trutbs
1/2, The being of a Gob, eternal, creator,
and confervator of all things, animate and
1nanimate ; 2dly, The exiftence of three
- prime created celeftial beings, either con-
founded with the Deity, or exclufive of, |
and {ubordinate to him ; 1dly, The crea-
tion of angelic beings ; 4thly, A defec-
tion, or rebellion of a portion of thofe be-
INgS ; ctily, Their expulfion from the
heavenly regions ; 6¢hly, The 1mmor-
tality of the human foul ; sthly, A fu-
ture ftate of rewards and punithments of the
human foul ; ~8¢bly, That man is here

in a {tate of punithment and probation, for
a tranf-




(.5 ) o
a tranfgreffion committed i a prior flate of
exiftence againft his Creator; gthly,
That there exifts a Being, who inftigated
the revolt of the angelic {pirits, and ftill
continues the enemy and deceiver of man-
kind ; 1othly, The neceflity of a medi-
ator, or mediators, between Gop and man,
over and above repentance and good works,
for the expiation of fin, and obtaining a
reftoration to a ftate, from which he mow-
{tands expelled ; 11#bly, That there is
an intermediate ftate of punvhment and
purification between death and the perfect
reftoration of the human foul; 12thly,
The exiftence of a golden age; 13¢hly,
That there exifted a period when mankind
was fuftained by, and {ubfifted only en the
fruits of the earth; and /zftly, The doc-
trine « f the miniftration of angels, in hu-
man- affairs.  Thele were the primitive
truths revealed by a gracious Gobp to man,
in the early days of his creation, at a time
when it may be reafonably sprefomed he
retained a lively fenfe of his foul’s former
tranfgreffion; as well as of the grace thed
offered to him, That thefe are the only pri-
mitive fruths neceflary to man’s {alvation,
and reftoration, appears from hence, that
they have, from the earlieft records of time
to this day, remained more or lefs the Sock

upon which the blindnefs, or wickednefs
B 3 of




( 6 ) |
of man has engrafted very extravagant,
unprofitable, as well as unintelligible doc-
trines, to delude their fellow-creatures, and
feduce them from a {tri€t adherence to, and
reliance on, thole primitive truths only.

¢. This being the cafe, how much is 1t
to be lamented, that our learned divines,
fome of whom are the greateft ornaments
of our church and profefiion, have not
taken the advantage of the concurring tefli-
mony of all mankind, touching thefe fun-
damental principles, to enforce their relative
duties, in their preaching and w:ritings,?,iu
place of which, moved by a vain oftenta-
tion, and {hew of deep learning, the rubbifh
of antiquity is raked up, and fifted, to
prove that nations, and individuals amongft
the ancients, and {ome of the wifeft and
beft of mankind, were infidels with .re-
fpet to any fincere faith in religion ggall;
and that the fable of religion was. iavent-
ed by lawgivers, purely to keep the popu-
lace in awe: and we are told by thefe
profound refearchers, that the great Socrazes
was the only one amongft the aneient phi-
lofophers, who believed what he taught,
the unity of the Godbead, the immortality of
the foul, and a future [flate of rewards and’
punifbments : a ftrange mode this, of
enlightening modern times! ta record and
| circulate




(7)) .
circulate fuck fentiments in the rdther
tongue of a Chriftian people, although-on
fuppofition  only, that fuch principles ever
exifted ifi“any country or age whatfoever.

-~ 6. We are aware that the motives and
plea urged in defence of the publication of
the infidel opinions of the ancient-philofo-
phers are, the reputation of modern atheilts,
deifts, and free-thinkers: vain pretence,
and no lefs vain the attempt, where the
flighteft review of the bent and genius ¢f .
man would have convinced them, that when
once a writer, can fo far get the better of
fhame and-decorum, as to dare publith opi-
nions, not only contrary to, but fubverfive
of all religious faith, that man 1s incorrigi-
ble, and beyond the reach of conviction.
To reafon with writers of that {tamp, carries
as miuch propriety with it, as if our divines
would go and difplay their oratory upon the
miferable inhabitants of Bedlam ; and their
endeavors would be as falutaty. The {fame
may be faid of fanatics in every religion 5-as
the one believes nothing at all, thele be-
lieve too much, and both have always
thrived, and acquired ftrength from difpu-
tation-and perfecution.

7. Religious controverfy never yet did,
for ever will do good to the caufe of true
B 4 « religion,
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religion, for this plain and cogent reafon ;
convi@ion on either fide cannot follow, be-
caufe the nature of the fubje® matter in
difpute cannot, like a propofition in Euclid,
admit of demonfitration ; befides ang-
ther mifchievous confequence refults from
the canvaffing arid laying open the opinions
of the ancient philofophers touching facred
matters, for it puts weapons into the hands
of the modern enemies of religion, which
probably they would otherwife never have
~ been 1n pofleffion of ; and it muft be the
height of glory to infidels and free-thinkers,
to find themfelves claffed with the Plasos;

Plutarchs, Giceros, ¢c. of antiquity.ee—e
A fimilar mode of reputation pofieflfed the
primitive fathers of the church, which,
added to an inflamed miftaken zeal and
dod&rines never diftated by their divine
malter, laid the foundation of thofe {chifms,
and heretical evils, which have ever fince
diftracted and divided the Chriftian ftates, -
fo that they may with more propriety be
{uled zhe deftroyers, than the fathers of it.

8. For how long a fpace man after his
creation retained a lively fenfe of the fpecial
grace offered to him by his Creator, or be~
nefited himfelf by a ftri& adherence to, and
oblervance of the divine primitive truths,

then revealed to him, are circumftances not
. | determinable ;
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determinable ; but we may with reafon con-
clude, that a long feries of time pafled
away, before he poflibly could, from the
nature of things lofe fight of them. All
nations have by tradition a conception that
there once exilted @ golden or comparative

~ age-of innocence; and if there ever did

exitt fuch a period (which we think highly
probable at leaft) it fhould appear to have

‘been the {pace juft above hinted at, between

man’s creation, and the time when firft he
began to fet at nought the {aving precepts
which had been gracionfly delivered to him.,
Although mankind differ {o widely refpect-
ing the epocha of the creation of the uni-
verfe and man, yet they are generally
agreed, that they were coeval; the enlight-
encd Mofes did not venture to- fay when,
nor is it very material to us, g we believe
that- Gop made it for wife and neceflary
purpofes, fubfequently to be confidered in
a new point of view.

9. When we attentively perufe Mofes's
detail of the creation and fall of man, we
find it clogged with tco many incompre-

- henfible difficultics to gain our belief, that

that confummate legiflator ever intended It
thould be underliood in a literal fenfe;
and as a part of the law of Mofes was
«“ typical to the Yews of the coming of

| -~ ¢ ther
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<t their Mefliah, and calculated to prepare
¢« them for it,” (as has been proved by the
Author of the Divine Legation) {o we hope
- to prove that his detail of zbe fall of wman
was typical only of the angelic fall; to
which, we doubt not, but Mofes believed
(2nd had good grounds for that belief ) that
man! had a much nearer relation than 1s
eommonly imagined.

10. It is pretty manifeft, that the go/den
age of innocence and truth was not a con-
fequent of Mofes’s fuppofed creation; for,
excepting a very few individuals, mankind
by his own fhewing were far gone In
wickednefs, almoft as foon as created;
therefore, we muft look higher for it,
which we will do in good time, for we
cannot relinquifh the fact, that._}:hﬁrﬁ,ﬂas a
period of time, in which fuch an age really
exited,

11. We tind that mankind throve and
grew in vice until Gob, perceiving the
meafure of their wickednefs was full,
thought it neceflary to bring about a ftu-
pendous change on the face of this habit-
able globe, by which we are told the whole
race of animated beings, faving a remnant
of each, were deftroyed ; and of thefe, that
the human fpecies fcarcely emerged drip-

ping
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ping from the deluge, than they were again
drewned in finy and from the earlieft ac-
counts which can be depended upon, free
from fable, we learn that the fuppofed moft
aneient inhabitants in the world, to wit,
the Chaldeans, Egyptians, Hebrews, Phee-
nicians, &c. were all profoundly funk in
rank idolatries, and every {pecies of wic-
kednefs; and we find, that the {o much
boafted and celebrated wifdom of Egypt,
confifted only in their fuperior art and cun-
ning in political legiflation; whereby they
were better enabled to deceive and infiave
the unhappy people, who fe¢ll ynder their
oovernment : thus we fee that all the be-
nefit. we gain by our deep and learned re-
{earches into the antiguities of thole nations,
is, to be afcertained that men were as bad
in the moft early known times as they well
counld be ; a piece of knowledge for which
 we need not have travelled farther than our
own fcriptures.  If the Egyptians muft have
the honor of being the moft wife of the an-
cients, they have undoubtedly the honor alfo
of being the moft wicked and f{uperftitious,
not excepting the ancient pofleffors of the
land of Canaan. This part of their character
we will not conteft with thelearned explorers
of their tenets; but we think ourfelves well
warranted to difpute, bosh the f{uperiority

o | of
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of their wifdom and antiquity *, Indeed
the conteft refpecting the wifdom of the
Egyptians, as well as the Perfian Magi, and
the whole tribe of the Grecian and Roman
philofophers, who copied from them (So-
crates alone excepted) may be reduced into
a very narrow compafs ; for the whole total
of it, upon fumming up the evidence
produced by the advocates in its favor,
amoants to Forry ; and folly of {o egre-
gious a nature, that nothing lefs than the
wit of @ Lucien is equal to the expofing it
i a jult point of ridicule.~Of what atility
12 that kind of wifdom (howfoever pro-
found) either to the poficflors, or to man-
kind, which leads to the cftablithment of
laws, do&rincs, and worfhip, moft un-
worthy the conceptions we ought to harbor
of the Divine Nature, and his attributes ?
—-Such was the wifdom of the Egyptians,
&c. and yet thefe men acquired the vene-
rable tities of Sages and Philofophers, to the
ucter violation of the true {pirit and mean-
ing of the words; for every fpecies of
what is commonly called wifdom, that does
not lead us into juft ideas of Gop, and of
ourfelves, is folly,—It is faid—they were #be
Jir/f who cultivated the arts and fciences ;-
fuppofeit granted, were they the better men

~® Vid. Introduction to Part ii, from page 23. to 24.
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for it ? It is proved they were not, but ra-
ther worfe, by thofe very pens who la-
bored to demonftrate that prior claim,.——
Indeed the hiftory of mankind aftords us
this melancholy truth, that the moft en-
lightened ages, in the kind of {purious and
ufelefs wifdom we have been fpeaking of,
have been. the moft «wicked, and we could
with the application did not reach the
prefent age.

‘12. That the Egypfians were an ancient
race. we-donot deny, and yet modern fimes
have brought us to the knowledge of an
empire of people, who, from the moit pro-
bable concutring circumitances, were a

otent and numerous nation in the earlieft
Enown times, although from caulfes pecu-
liar to themiclves, which we have before
recited in our fecond Part, rbey «were little
kagwn.to the world, Our readers will not
be at a lofs to guefs, that we here mean the
people of Indoflan, a people that exifted @
fetarate and unmixed nation, without any -’
intercommunity of manners or religious
worfhip, from the period of the fr/l mzyra-
tions of the inhabitants of the earth;
(a period, which is hid, as well from our
knowledge, as our conceptions) and {o con-
tinue to this day, notwithftanding they
groan under Muabomedan tyranny : a firong

prefumption,
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prefumption, almoft amounting to proof, of
- this people being, as @ nation, more ancient
than any other.—Such z fzparation was the
great aim of the infpired Legiflator of the
Hebrews, although he was never able to
accomplifh it : he was able to feparate their
bodies, but their fouls ftill languifhed for
the fle/b-pots of Egypt, and their infamous
1dolatries, until captivity had foftened thejr
hearts, and made them look (when it was
too late) towards their ONE Gop, and Kin o,
—The difference between the cafes of the
Gentoos and the Hebrews was, that where-
as' the former for a deviation from their
primitive truths were enflaved at home, and
the latter were driven for deviating from
the law into captivity in a foreign land ;
as a greater punifbment (we may raticnally
{uppofe) for the greater crime. F or,

13. Although the Gertoos had offended
by raifing an idolatrous fuperftructure upon
the primitive fruths of Bramab, (which they
had held facred and inviolate for the fpace
of a thoufand years, as elfewhere {hewn)
yet, his fundamentals, v7z. the unity of the
Godhead, the Metempfychofis, and its con-
comitant effential doGrines. the angelic
origin, and immortality of the human {oyl,
and its prefent and future ftate of rewards
and punithments, &¢, fill kept their

) ground ;



ground ; and rcméine_d,- as they do to thig
day, the bafis of their faith and worthip,

‘14. The angelic fall, and the doG@rine of
the Metem piychofis, the one the crime, the

Gentoo fyftem, it is incumbent upon us
t0 prove from reafon and the nature of
things, that e Jyts0r was the original
growth of Indyfan, and not borrowed by
them from the Egyptians, as has been more
than .once infinuated by that learned cafuift
and divine, the Author of the Divinc Lega-
tion of Mofes, and inveftigator of the 1/e-
Sinian myfteries.—When his Lordthip, with
great ftrength of argument, labors to refyte
the fuppofition that the Egyptians borrowed
any of their fuperftitions from the Hebrews,
he urges with great propriety, < the utter
“ im-probability of a potent, and powerful
““ nation, borrowing any part of their re-
“ ligious worthip from a people, who was
““ then in a flate of flavery to them, and
“ held by them in the higheft dete(tation;™
or words to this effeé 3———now, furely it
1s much more improbable to conceive, that a
potent, and powerful nation (for fuch Indofian
was found to be at the firft known inter-
courfe with them) fhould borrow a funda-
#ental, on which the whole {yflem of their

moft



mo(t ancient worfhip hinged; from a few
ftraggling . Egyptians.—If we grant that it is
probable the reft of the world adopted the
do&rine of the Metempfychofis from the
Egyptians, atter they had ftolen it from the
Gentoo Bramins, and impofed it as their
own, we grant a circumftance which 1s not
clearly proved ;—but another circumitance
is pretty evident, and will be fubfequently
proved, that, at the time they flole this
doctrine, they alfo purloined other funda-
mentals of the Chartab Bbade-8haflab,
namely, the unity of the Godbead, the smmor-
tality of the foul, a gencral and particular
Providence, and a future flate of rewards
and punifbments. |

15, As a proof of the boafted wifdom of
of the Egyptian Magi, we fhall fee the ufe
they nobly made of the above fundamentals :
—they inftituted 72es to their two principal
fabulous divinities Jfs and Qftris, of whith
(amongf(t others, truly diabolical, of tHeir
own invention) thofe fundamentals, and the
doCtrine of the Metempfychofis, Wwere the
chief, and grand myfieries ; to which (as the
learned inveftigator has fhewn) none were
admitted but K ings,Princes, Lawgivers, and
Heroes, and that admiffion not granted, but
under the moit folemn oaths and ties of
fecrecy ; for “~thefe were truths of too 1m-

‘¢ portant



(17)

¢« nature to be entrufted with the people,
«c who, it was fuppofed, were better kept
‘““ 1 {fubjection by a belief 1n their titulary,
¢ and local Deities.”—Thus thefe deteftable
race of Governors kept the knowledge of
the TRUE Gop from their people, -as well
as thofe other zmyﬁarfﬁmr truths, {o necefla-
ry for their falvation, in which thole Magi
had been inftructed by the Bramins.-—DBut
how are we moved to a mixture of laughter
and compaflion, when we are ultimately
told, (by the fame learned enquirer into an-
cient Theology) that not one of the Egyp-
ttan Magi, and all of the Grecian or Ro~
man legiflators, or philofophers (Socrates ex-
cepted) really believed in one Gob, or the
immortality of the foul, or a future ftate of
rewards and punithments, a/though they all
taugbt themn in their ﬂnﬁemm and 1n {up-
port of the falt, his Lordil:ip produces ma-
ny evidences, as well as learned arguments,
---We cannot quit this {ubject withﬂut (ay-
ing, that we can by no means entertain that
hlgh opinion of theé wifdom of the Egypti-
ans in their legiflative capacity, which his
Lordfhip fcems to do; for by their fecreting
the being of oNE GOD and a foture flate
of rewards and punifhments {(whether they
themfelves believed them or not), they af-
furedly quitted the faiteft hold they had
upon the obedience of rational minds, on

whomffcé principles, if firmly maz‘ed muft
C operate
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operate. more powerfully, in fecuring fub-
jection to government, than any others,
which the wit or wifdom ¢f man could poi-
fibly devife. * It will probably be urged
againft us, that thefe doltrines are feen to
lofe their influence in ftates where they are
profefled, and form a part of their religious
code.—If man is iacorrigible we cannot
help it; but we fhouvld rather think, that
in thefe cafes~————rthey are not firmly rooted.

16. But fuffer us, candid reader, to
change the unpleafing fcene, and, in con-
tralt to Egyptran wi{dom, to turn our eyes
towards the great Legiflator, Prince, and
High-prielt of the Gentsos, who, 1n his [crip-
tures, taught not only the four great fun-
damentals, of the unity of the Goghead, his
providence, the immortality of the feul, and
a future ftate of rewards and punifhments,
but alfo every other divine and premitive
rruth, neceflary for man’s knowlgdge in his
prefent ftate of miferable exiftence; and
thefe he tauzht (as elfewhere we had occas
ilon to remark), not as myfteries confined to
a felec? few, but as public religious tenets,
known and received as {uch 4y @// ;—and fo
forcible and efficacious was the influence
of thefe dotrines upon the people, that
they adhbered f{irictly to them, and kept
them inviolate for the fpace of one thoufand

yeary
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years (as before remarked), and until they
were perverted by their own priefts, and
led to new modes of worfhip, before un-
known to themfelves and their forefathers.
In thefe innovations on their original pure
feriptures, we will not difpute but that the
Bramins might have taken fome hiuts for
reducing the people under facerdotal domi-
nion from the infamous political {yftems
of their brethren the Egyptian Magi, who,
1t 1s more than probable, did, about this
period, firft firaggle into Indoftan (i, e, at
the promulgation of the Charab Bhade).

17. Here we cannot help obferving, that
the learned author of the Divine Le-ation
kaboured unwittingly under two other mi-
ftakes, in {uppofing the Hebrews were the
only nation in the ancient world who wor-
{thipped one God, and in whofe government
religron and the magytracy were wnited; for
by thefe the Genzoos were cinently diftin-
guifhed in the moit carly known times:
but of this his Lordftip was ignorant, and
therefore ftands not accountable. The la.
bored apologies his Lordfhip makes for the
umperfeit miffion of Mofes may require cur
future notice; we fhail only remark here,
the difficulty the mind bas to encounter in
comprehending, how vy muffon didiaied
by God himf:lf can poliibly be zperfect !
o ' )y

- -~
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1f the milion of Mofes contained a_fpiritual,
as well as zemporal allufion to the f{alvation
of the Hebrews, and the {piritual fenfe was
hidden from them, it was then indeed 1m-
eric, and the Gentfoos {hould {feem to
i’mvc been zhe chofen people of God, 1n place
of the Ifraclites; tor to them was revealed
by Bramah, with God’s permiffion, not on-
ly the real flate and cond.tion of iman, but
his do@rines alfo taught, the exiftence of
One Eternal God, and #cinporal as well as
Future rewards and punithments, Thisbeing
the cafe, although we admit, with his
Lordfhip, that ¢ the myftery of lifc, and
« immortality, and a future ftate; which
““ had been hid for ages, and from gene-
“ ration to generation; was Zpoen made ma-
«« nifeft to the faints” in the gofpel-difpen-
fation; yet, at the fame time, we think we
haveundouhted authority for {aying, thrat thefe
myfterics, as before fhewn, werc taught, and
unive: fally profeffed fome thoufands of years
“antecedent to thar period, by 2 diftant, di-
Yin&, and numcrous nation, with whom -
indeed his Lordfhip was not acquainted ;
which is to be the more lamented, becaule,
with his profound abilities, unwearied ap-
vlication, and confummate learning, he
would have been enabled, by a knowledge
of the original tenets of Bramab, high--
ly to have dluftrated his {ubje&t, and his
~ perform-
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performance, weconceive, wouldhaveboine
a very different afpe&. For

13. Wecannot help again regretting, that
fo much learned pains has been taken to
prove, that there ever exifted any nation of
people, who did not profefs, or rcally be-
lieve in, a future flate of rewards and pu-
nithments. Faéts of this nature, which have
fo manifeft and dangerous a tendency to in-
fluence the minds and manners of mankind,
cannot be hid from tbe learned ; but they
might eafily have been obfcured to the bulk
of the fpecies, by all controverfy relative to
them being ~confined to, and carried on in
the original.dead languages; whereas the
contrary practice of every nation in Europe
for the laft century, by bringing thefe dan-
gerous {ubjects home to us, as we may lay,
into our native tongucs, unavoidably con-
founds, and raifes doubts in the foul, and
leads it into a train of thinking, which
otherwife, moft probably, would never have
ftruck the imagination.

19. Infidelity treads clofe upon the heels
of {cepticifm ; and notwithftanding fo much
has been faid to juflify the wife purpoics of
Mofes, ¢ in fudioufly rejecting the dorine
«« of a future flate in his law to the He-
¢.brews;” yet the event fhewed, and the

C 3 falt
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fa& is confirmed by the greateft  part Of |
their hiftory, that they remained without
any chccls upon their hearts or conduct. In
the belief of a future ftate they were not-in-
ftru&ted, and therefore, they naturally doubt-
ed, and could not be brought to adhere for
any time together in the belief of One Efer-
nal God; nor could it be rationally thought
they would, when the on¢ fo abfolutily
and mutually depended on the other. The
«« wife provifion” (as it is ftiled) made by
Mofes to fupply the want of this doétrine of
a future ftate, to wit, the menace of “ God’s
¢ vifiting the fins and difobedience of the
<¢ fathers upon the children, unto the third
¢ and fourth generation,” we have: fedn
had none effeét upon either ; and he mauft
be very little acquainted with the amgmﬁl,
and continued dcp;aﬂty of the-daan foul,
who thinks it can be reftrained from ' evil
by any other check than that of a.cpn-
firmed belief, and expeation of o' fémporal
as well as a future flate of rewards and pu-~

nifbments, which brings the matter home
to the breaft of every individual,

- 20. We fhall now proceed with our Difs
fertation on the Dolrine of the Mefemp-
Jychofis, as a confequent of the angelic fatl;
and we hope in the courfe of it, to point
out, and elucidate vpon a rat:onal hypo- -

6 thcﬁs,
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théfis, miany important truths ; and account
for,.and explain {fome appearances in this

ftite of Ruiman and ahimal exiftence, which
are, we conceive, utterly unaccountable,

and inetpllcablt without the aﬂiﬁancc of
tﬁnf Ekczeﬂf daﬁﬂm. S |

Cs A DIS-
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A DISSERTATION, &..

21, H E prophets, philofophers, mora-
| lifts, and fages of all ages; whether,
moved by the infpiration of Gop himfelf,
or by other intelligent agents ; or aCtuated
by the mere force of their own rational
powers ; howfoever they may have differed
in other fpeculative points, yet agree unani-
moufly in this important, and interefting
one; namely, that the buman foul carries the
flamp of original depravity, and is naturally
prone to evil.--Deplorable as this fort.of hu-
manity is, it is rendered much more fo, by
that almoft univerfal propenfity in the {pe-
cies, either to a total difiipation of their
time and talents ; or, employing both, in
Jrustlefs fludies, in place of devoting all his
intelleGtual powers, to pry into, and -exa-
mine the real flate of bis own exifience;. for
which he difcovers an unaccountable aver-

fion, and backwardnefs.

2.2. It has been wifely faid, that the fum-
mit of human wif{dom is comprifed, in this
fhort adage, MAN kNOow THY SELF; but,
inftead of dedicating all his refearches. to
this eflential purfuit, Man Znowg every thing,
put bimfelf ;———he goes on, from age |

..1-,\..';-"4_--
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age, and from day to day, in cultivating
the arts and {ciences, with a view only to
the better accommodation and enjoyment
of his prefent fojourn. With this unhappy
delufion, and with thefe non-effential ac-
quirements, he refts perfe@ly eaty, and fa-~
tisfied ; bere be pitches bis tent, as if he was
never to decamp.—Man knows not who he
is, what he is, how he came by his exiftence
in this world, nor for what real purpofes he
was brought originally intoit; nor does he
feem much to concern himfelf about 1it, fo
long as he pafles fmoothly, and {upinely,
through 1t,” .
Haié'* The doubts and difficulties .which
man éncounters, and labors under, in form-
ing any precife judgment refpeting tbe
nature.and obligations of bis prefent exiftence,
we. conceive to have always been the great
smpeding caufes, thathaveeverw ith-held him
from deep reflection, and a proper retrofpect
‘into himfelf ; could therefore, zbat nature,
‘and thefe obligations, be clearly afcertained
to him, the relative duties of his deftina-
tion would be alfo clear and pofitive;
and mankind would no longer infeparably
attach themfelves to the tranfient confidera-

tions, and enjoyments of this life only.
£t - : .

24. How
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2 4.How far the do@rines of the Metemp
fychofis tend, upon a cool and unpreji«
dxh;d hearing, to clear up the doubts and
difficolties above alluded to, is the impor-
tant {ubje@ of our enquiry. In this difqui-
fition we [hall not hefitate to affert, that the
dollrine 1s far from being new in this our
hemiiphere; it was profeffed by our ana
ceftors, when the fage druids led and go-
verned their faith and politics, as the moit

learred records of our ancient hiftory
- vouch, although it does not appear from
their thewing, that it was taught by the
ancient Brifons (for the firft Britens wé
know nothing of ) in that fimple purity,
snd extent, as it was originally by the
Bramins of Indofian, |

25. Tender confciences have no caufe of
elarm from our reviving the confideration
of a do@rine, which in the moft early
known ages was followed by at leaft four-
ifths of the inhabitants of the earth; the
more efpecially as we hope to prove, that
this dottrine is not repugnant to the doc-
trines of Chriftianity.

26. Communications between the Deity
and man, either perfonally, or by his angels
or prophets, was, in early times, no un- .
common event: thefe recorded facts we
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muft believe, or rejet and fet at nought
our own fcriptures; and fhall we fuppofe
the children of the Eaft to have been lefs
the care of God, than the children.of Ifrae/?
or that the whole of his creatures, how{o-
ever difperfed and feparated from each other,
were not equally the unhappy objedts of
his benevolence and attention ? Such
a {uppofition would arraign his juftice
and impartial difpenfations to all s
creatures : it i1s not becoming us to doubt
the authority and divinity of any original
religious fyftem, unlels 1t evidently s repug-
nant te the idea of a juft and omnipotent
GoDee .. -~ |

27. To bring our Effay to method and
perfpicuity, we muft again have a fhort te-
tiofpect to the feveral effential concomitant
parts of the docrine of the Metempfychofis,

as' promulged by Bramsb; and we fhall
proceed to the difcuffion of each, reduced,
as follows, under five general heads, wez.

FirsT GeENERAL HEAD.

The exiftence of angelic beings.
Their rebellion, or fail.
' Their
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Their expulfion from the heavenly res
gions.

"Their punifhments.

SEcoND GENERAL HEeAD.

The univerfe formed by God, for the re-

fidence, fuftenance, and imprifonment of
the apoftate angels. -

THirRD GENERAL HrAbp.

" Mortal organized bodies formed for
their more immediate, or clofer confine-
ment, |

Their tranfinigrations through thofe mor-
tal forms,

. ..ﬁ-a

Thofe tran{migrations: their ftate of pur-
gation as well as punithment. o

The human form their chief ftate of t‘rié.l.
and probation,

FourTu GENERAL HrAD.

Liberty given to .the apoftate angels to
pervade the univerfe,

Permif-
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Permiffion given to the faithful angelic
beings to countera& them.

FirTHe GENERAL HEeAD.

The feven regions of purification, where-
in the fallen angels ceafe from their mortal
tran{migrations. |

The diflolution of the univerfe, or mate-
rial worlds. |

28. Before we enter upon the difcuffion
of thefe five gencral heads, we beg leave to
be indulged in a few preparatory reflections
firft, thatitisobvious, from the above par-
ticulars colletively confidered, one general
conclufion may be formed. as the bafis of
this ancient doirine of the Metemp{ycho-
fis, viz. That the fouls, or fpirits, of every
buman or other organifed mortal body, inba-
biting this globe, and all the regrons of the
material univerfe, are precifely the remainder
of the unpurified angels, who fell from their
obedience in beaven, and that ftill [tand out in
contempt of their Creator.

'29. Strange as this fyffem may appear in
thefc our days, and howfoever feemingly
clawed with difficulties, 1t is worth confi-

deration,
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deration, how far it will elucidate, and
account for, many theological myfteries,
and other phenomena that are annexed to
this our prefent ftate of exiftence ; and which
are, we conceive, otherwife unaccountable,
as before hinted.~——<1f, in the courfe of our
enquiry, we advance no opinions contrary to
our own pure original feriptures (to which
we profefs ourfelf, an unworthy, although
zealous _fubfcriber), nor endeavour to pro-
pagate any {yltem, but what may co-incide
with every #eligious Creed, that bas been, or
s now profefled throughout the known
world, we are then void of offence, both to
Gop and max, Endlefs have been the
ddputes about religion, whilft we fee the
chief contention is, Who fhall the leaft
praltife its precepts ;:—therefore how laud-
able is the purduit of that man, who labors
to point out one unrverfal faith, that would
infallibly reconcile all jarring principles, and
unite all mankind in the bands of mutual love
and benevolence. We writenot to this, orthat
{fe€t, or toshis, or that nation, but to man-
kind in general; who feem not to advert to,
or be in any degree acquainted, either with
the real dignity of their original nature, or
the relation in which they ftand, to their
-Gob, totheir brethren, or to the reft of the
animal creation. ““ Let us read, let us
¢ meditate, let us reafon, let us difpute;

‘ but
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¢ Bbut all for the fake of TrRuTH, which is
s¢ the great property of mankind, confli-

¢ tutes all our happinefs, and therefare our
¢« common intereft to purfue.”

FirsT GENERAL HEeap,

30, In our remarks, p. 36, of our fecond 1 Gen
part, we have given our conceptions of the "
fublime caufes affigned by Bramab for the
creation and exiftence of angels; nor need
we dwell long on a fa&, the firm belief of
which has been received by all mankind, a
fingle inconfiderable fe& amongf{t the Fews
alone excopted. There muft undoubt-
edly, and confequently have fubfifted, fome
[firiking evidence of this great truth in the
carlg and later times exhibited 7o man, that
fhould influence and determine him o this
general belief, and the propagation of it ta
his pofterity ; which evzdence (for caufes befk
known to Gop himfelf) he is now, and
has been for near eighteen centuries back,
deprived of. |

31. On recoiletion, we find we have
been too hafty in. our conclufion teuching
this truth;—-a modern philefopher, more
temagkable and famed for geaius, and the
fprightly irony of his wit, than for folidityf

of
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of argmrw:nt,:E or found philofophy, and who
has all his life endeavoured to laugh reli-
gion out of countenance, has been bold
enough to ridicule the exiftence of angels,
as beings purely ideal, and an invention of
the poets; and alleges the filence of Mpyfes
in proof, who, he fays, in his law to the
“fews, nowhere mentions their exiftence;
and urges alfo his filence touching #hezr
fall, which he infinuates is equally fabulous

as their exiftence. .

32 To fay nothing of the inconfiftency
of this rherry philofopher's drawing his ne-
gative proofs and conclufions. from a book
he puts no faith in, nor allows to be of any
authority, we will confider the force of
his reafoning; for thould we fubfcribe to
this author’s affertion touching the filence
of Mofes in the law to the Fews; it by no
means amounts even to a negative proof. of
the non-exiftence of angelic beings, nor -¢f
their fall being only fabulous.

33. Whatfoever may have been the opi-
nion of Mofes on thefe fubjects, 1t would
have been more extraordinarv had he made
mention of them, than his filence can pof-
fibly appear to be as it 1s moft evident,
that thefe were matters that lay utterly out

of his way, commiffioned, as he only feems
to
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to be, to preach the unity of the Godbead to
the Fews; a people under #be fole protec-
tion of the Deity, their King and Gover-
nor, a fituation wherein the introduétion of
angelic beings would have been imperti-
-nent, and not in point to zbe law he was
di&ating to them. After all, that Mo/es
did believe the exiftence of angels, although
he makes no mention of them 7z #be law,
is obvious from his 24th verfe of the 3d
chapter of Genefis: “So he (God) drove out
““ the ' man; and he placed cherubims at the
“ eaft end of the garden of Eden,” &ec.
~ And that Mofes was alfo as well acquainted
with the angelic fall, we doubt not our be-
ing able to prove, in a fubfequent part of
our Differtation, notwithftanding the infi-
nuations of our modern Democritus; who,
it 15 no wonder, thould difcountenance the
notion of the exiftence of angels, when he

owns that the gofpel-difpenfation is_founded
on their fall.

34. It 1s not necefliry to recite the parti-
cular concurring teftimony of all antiquity
to the fuppofed exiftence of angels, when
. we have fo much greater authorities to fup-
port us; the Old Teftament, throughout
the whole hiftoric parts, and the gofpel of
Chrift, afford us fo many ftriking inftances of
thetebeings employed occafionallybyGop i]ei-

tacy
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ther as a&ive inftruments againft the wick-
ednels of man, or as agents, faviors.and. com-
forters to the jult and good, that we may
with equal propriety, whep we are about
it, as well deny the exiftence of God him-
{cIf, as of his angels.

3¢, A belief of Ixiniftring angels under
corporeal forms, fuffers no impeachment
from their fpiritual nature; for, asthey are
endued by an omnipotent Gop with all
powers neceflary for the execution of their
refpe@ive commiflions, i1t 1s no great mar-
vel, if we conceive them capable of affum-
ing every fhape and form needful for thofe
ends and purpofes for which they are dele=
gated; and, notwithftanding they are in
their own nature and efifence fpiritual and
immaterial, yet it is no great firain of faith
to conclude they can occafionally aflume
corporeal forms, functions, and faculties,
and diveft themfielves of them again at plea-
fure, as in the inftances of thole that fo-
journed wifh Abraham, and Lot; and thus
Crxrist manifefted himielf after his refur-
reétion. But more of this, when we
come to difcufs this fubje&t in 1its proper-
place, under our fourth general head.

36. On this fundamental dodtrine of ex-
iftence of angels, and their rebellion, expuls
{ion,
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fion, and punifbment, refts not only the
Metempfychofis,” but the whole religion of
the ancient, as well as modern Bramins;
the text of Bramab fays, that ¢ the ETgr
““ NaL ONE, i1n the fulnefs of time, firft
“ created BirmAwn, Biffnos, and Sieh, then
““ Moifafoor, -and all the Debtab-Logue, and
« davided the Drcbtab into different bands
- ¢ and ranks, and placed a leader, or chief,
‘¢ overeach: he gave pre-eminence to Bir-
“ MAH, and appainted Moifafoor chief of
“ the firft angelic band, &c.”—Thele origi-
nal tenets and principles are confirmed by
- our own fimuar Chriftian doétrines and be-
lief, with the difference of names only:
thus the creation and exiftence of angels
ftand manifefted beyond controverfy, by
two of the greateft authorities of ancient and
'modcm times.

37. Refpe&ing the fall of thefe beings,
the text of Bramal.further fays, * That
““ envy and jealoufy taking pofleflion of the
‘““ hearts of Mosfafoor, and Rbaboon (the
¢ next in dignity to him), and of other lead- -
‘“ ers of the angelic bands, they flood, in
““ contempt of the commands of their
¢ Creator, threw off their allegiance, and
¢ drew with them into difobediencc alarge

¢« portion of their angelic brethren.” The
text alfo adds, ¢ that before the expulﬁon

D 2 . &§ Of
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« of the rebels from the heavenly regions,
¢ the three prime created beings, Birmar,
&« Bifinoa, and Sich, were fent to admonith
« them, but that they continued in con-
¢ tempt.” |

28. As the gofpel-difpenfation is allowed
by our moft learned divines to be Jounded
upon the angelic fall, great is the degree .of
veneration which every Chriftian owes to the
Gentoo feriptures, which taught minutely
circumftances of that fall, more than three
thoufand years a priori.———The gofpei-dif-
penfation, being undoubtedly the moit per-
fed, fublime, yet plain fyftem of ‘divinity
and morals hitherto promulged to man
(when divefted of the dreams and reveries
of its early and latter profeflors), we can-
not too highly prize the great rudiments 1t
conveys to us, of the love of Gop, repent-
ance for fin, mutual love from™ man- to
 man, and a proper faith and reyssence
for that divine being, who was delégated
from the prefence of his Gop to preach-thefe
great primitive truths as neceflary, not on-
ty for man’s happinefs here, but hereafter.

39. Yet, divine and effential as thefe doe-
trines are, and neceflary to our falvation,
permit us to afk, How can this gofpel-dif-
penfation, which /o nearly affecis ﬂ:an,‘k;

' | all
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faid with any propriety to be founded upon
the angelic fall 2—unlefs there is a nearer
relation between man and angel, than ap-<
pears to have hitherto been imagined or ad-
verted to by the profeffors of Chriftianity ?
—if man has not this nearer relationthip,
what has he to do with #Zerr fall2—ot how
can that fall ferve as a foundation for a doc-~
- trine on which his future falvation depends ?
—This {otherwife) incomprehenfible dif-
ficulty 1s folved only by the dotrine of the
Bramins, which teaches, that the -apoftate
angelic and human fouls are one and the
fame {pirit; nor can we, upon any other
rational principle, conceive how the gofpel-
difpenfation can be founded upon the an-
gelic fall.

40. An ingenious, {peculative, and learn-
ed divine of our church, publithed, in the
year 51702, a treatife, entitled, ¢ A Pre-
« extitent Lapfe of Human Souls ¥, &c.”
This truly valuable performance relieves ug
from much labor in the profecution of our
work, as it confirms, from our own forip-
tures, many leading and eflential points of
the Metemp(ychofis, as, the exiftence of
angels, their rebellion, their expulfion from

- ® Printed for Whifton and White in FleetaStreet,
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their blefled abodes, the coval creation of
the angelic and human {pirits, and the al-
{ociation of the latter with the former in
their apoftacy; that their fituation on earth
is a ftate of degradation and probairen for
“that lapfe, and that original fin is not that
which is erroneoufly imputed to us from
Adam, but f{prings from a much higher
fource, wviz. the pre-exiftent lapie of the
(human) fpirit from its primzval purity.

41. In fuppost of this hypothefis, the
Rev. Author exhibits many clear, firiking,
and convincing texts of fcripture, as well as
the opinions of the moft anciert and modern
philofophers and theologians.,  The autho-
rities quoted by this writer, and his {fubfe-
quent reafoning on his fubject are fo full
and conclufive, that nothing can be added
by us to illuftrate it. Therefore we beg
leave to refer our readers to the book itfelf,
(and particularly to hislaft chapter, in refu~
tation of the ftrongeft objections that can be
raifed againft his fyltem), which contains
every proof and confirmation fromour own
{criptures which we ftand in need of to {up-
port the Gentoo do€trine of our firft general
head, namely, The exiftence of angels, their
fall, their expulfion, and their punifh-
ments. |

42, In
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-4, In the year 1729, an Effay-was pub-
lithed, dedicated to the then Lord Mayor,
bearing the title of an Cration, by one Mr.
J. Hive, under four general heads, viz. en-
deavouring to prove, /f, The plurality of
worlds. zdly, That this earth 1s the only
hell,  3diy, That the fouls of men are the
apoftate angels. 424/, That the fire, which
wi!l punith thofc who thall be confined to
this globe at the day of judgment, will be
immaterial. We juft mention this ex-
treordinary oration here, but we thall fub-
fequently have occalion to notice 1t fare

ther. ‘

43. Before we take leave of this part of
our fubjeét, we will remind our readers of
what we advanced in our 4th paragraph,
where, enumerating the fundry primitive
fruths which had forcibly been imprefled
-on the mind of man, in the beginning ; one
of the molt important was, the notion of
- three prime created celefiial beings, either
confounded with, or exclufive of, and fubor-
dinate to the Deity . thus the Bramins have
their - Birmab, Bifinoo, and Sieh; the Per
pans their Oromazes, Mythra, and Mythras;
the Egyptians their Ofyris, Ifs, and Oras;
the ancient Arabs their Allat, Al Uzza,
and Manab, or the Goddeffes; the Pbans-
cians and Tyrians, their Belus, Urama, and

D 4 Adonis ;
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Adonit; the Greeks and Romans their Jupi-
ter Olympus, Minerva, and- #Apollo} the
Chriftians their Fatiber, Son, and Holy
Gheft; the Americans their Otkon, Meffou,
and Atabauta, &c. &c. And we doubt
not but a fimilar do&rine might be traced
amongft all the different nations of the earth,
hHad we iuthentic records of their primitiyg
rchgmua inftitutes; it was a principle a-
dopted by all the ancient weftern world,
probably introduced by the P)f?.a:z?mczm{:,
and confirmed to them by the Remans.
Vide  Herodotus, Plutarch, Cicero, on the
nature of the Gods; the A4bbé Banter’s My-
thology of the Ancients; Wariurton’s Di-
vine Legation of Mo/s; the Chevalier Ram-
fay's Difcourfe on the Theology and My-—
thology of the Pagans, &c. |

~ 44. To a notion fo univetfal in the firfk
tlmes, we think ourfelves warranted in. gi-
ving the title of a primltzve truth ; which
muft have nad unerring fadt, and a divine
revelation for its fource and foundation, as
well as the other primitive truths of the re-
bellion, fall, and punithment of part of the
angehc hoft, under the inftigation and lead-
ing of an arch apoftate of the firft rank ;
hence the Meifafoor of the Bramins; the
Arimanius of the Perfians; the Typhon }?f
the
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the Egyptians, Greeks, &c. and the Satan
of the Chriftians.—And that other great
truth, the neceffity of a mediator, or me-
diators, employed either in imploring the
divine mercy in behalf of the delinquent
angels, or in combating or counteracting
the wiles and influence of the arch:spoftate,
and his prime adherents;—hencesshe Bir-
mab, 8c. of the Bramins; the Mj#bras of
the Perfrans; the Orus of the Egyptians;
the Adonis of the Tyrians; the Apollo of the
Greeks, &c. and the M /ffiab of the Chrifti-
ans, whofe glorious and voluntary tafk it is,
to work out the reftoration of the golden age,
by the {fubdultion of #be firft author of evil.

4%, From hence it is manifeft, that the
notion of a golden age, fo frequently men-
tioned, and minutely defcribed by all the
ancient philofophers and poets, was purely
idéal, refpecting either any part of this ma-
-terial world, or any period of time fubfe-
- quent to its creation; but obvioufly could
only be allufive to that ftate of beatftude
and harmony which reigned in the hebven-
“ly abbdes until the fall of the angelic inha-
bitants; for, notwithftanding the variety
and confufion of opinions touching the or;-
gin of evil, we mdy confidently fay it never
had exiftence, until (from the gracious root
of freedom) 1t firft fprang up, in the'bofom
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of the buft grand traitor.—As the remem-
brance of this celeftial golden age of the firit
crcatmn of beings, muit have been firongly

refled on the minds of the delinquents
-at their fall, it was hence by a tradition ea-
“fily conceived, handed down to later times,
and Joft in the ideal concelt of a golden age
1n this terreftrial globe.

| 46. We have already been accufed of par-
tiality. to the dotrines of Bramab, but that
thall not deter us from afferting, what be-
fore we only hinted at, namely, that that
prophet and divine legiflator firft taught, b
writtén precepts, the pure theology of z4e
unity of the Godhead, the three primecrea-
ted beings, the creation of .angelic intelli-
gents, their fall, and the reft of the prisu-
t1ve trutts that were followed by all the an-
cient world. From this conviétion it was,
that in the foregoing paragraphs, where we
had occafion to mention the theology of the
- ancients, we have given precedence to-that
of ¢be Bramins; and that we are mnot fingu-
lar in-our opinion, we could cite many. atk=
thorities, but a few fthall fuffice : the Chew
valier Ram_/é:_y, who has, with great {trength
of genius, and accuracy, labored to ehac:i-
date this fubje&t, in the 88th page of his
Difcourfe on the Theology of the Pagaus,

ipeaking of the atheiftical. tenets of Anaxi-
mander,
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wander, fays,  Pythagoras, Anaxagoras,
« Socrates, Plato, Ariytotle, and all the
¢ great men of Greece, oppofed the im-
« pious dodrine, and endeavored to re-
« eftablith the ancient theology of tbe orien-
“ tals.” Page 135 of his Difcourfe on the
Pagan Mythology, he has this conclulion,
that, ¢ as the doltrine of the Perfans is
“ only the fequel of the Indian Bramins,
¢ _we muft confult the one, to put the other
“ in a clear light.” Again, p. 39, fpeak-
ing of Pythagoras, he fays, “ This philofo-
« pher taught nothing to the Greeks, but
¢« what.he learnt from zbe Gymofopbyfts.”
-—To thefe we will juft add the fentiments
of the very ingenious and learned Mr. Famses
Howell, in the 11th Letter of his 2d vol,
where he reports, from Digdorus Siculus,
¢« That the Egyptians had Kings 18,000
¢« years fince, yet, for the matter of Philo-
« fophy and Science, he (the Egyptian)
¢<_had it from the Chaldean, and he from
t¢ the Gymnofophsfts and Brachmans of  In-
 dig.”’—~—Which country, az itis the next
“neighbor to the rifing Sun, fo the beams of
Learning (and confequently of Religion) did
Sfirft enlighten ber. Thus we have 'thewn,
‘that we are not. fingular in believing that
‘the religion of Bramab is the moft ancient,
and confequently moft pare.. For

- 47. It
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- '4%. It has been well remarked, that the
nearer we approach to the origin of nations;
the more pure we thall find their Theology,
and the reafon of things fpeaks the juftnefs
of the remark ; becaufe zbe period when
the angelic {pirits were doomed to take up-
on them mortal forms, was doubtlefs the
origin of all nations ; and at that time, as
the nature of their tranfgreffion and the
terms of their reftoration, were freth upon
their memories, their Theology was pure,
univerfal and unerring ; * profeffing one un:-
verfal faith, which they had as we {ay from
- the mouth of Gop himfelf.—Surely there
.muft have been a .time, when all natiofs
had but one fjflem of Theology, or elfe¥it is
impofiible to affign a caule for the uniform
concurrence of all people touching the
primitive truths, we have f{o often. had oc-
cafion to mention; but here the caufe is
found in the rational fuppofition of “orxe
faith at the origin of all nations s—and-we
may without deferving the imputation of
too great prefumption boldly pronotince,
that until that 15 again the cafe, there will
be neither pure uninterrupted joy in “hea-
ven, nor peace on earth.—If the notion of
a terreftrial golden age has any foundation, it
can be only applicable to that feafon, which
we rather think-ought to be ftiled, the ape
of repentance and forrow, and poffibly is
the
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the only fhort period and pure picty fince
the creation of the univerie.

48. This leads us naturally to another
remark ; namely, that the farther. any fyf-
tem of Theology flows from its fource, the
more its pure pellucid {tream IS vitiated,
 difturbed and rendered muddy, and unin-
telligible. This is verified by the ecclefiattic
hiftory of all nations, but none with more
ftriking evidence than in that of the an-
' cient Bramins, unlefs we except our own.
. When we compare the original, auguft,
although fimple doctrines of the unity of
the Godh=ad, .nd the three fubordinate
celeftial perfonages, &¢. of Bramah, with
the later dotrines of his fucceflors 1n the
priefthood, how amazingly do we behold
the fublimity and purity of them mutilated
and loft | The Text of Bramah fays, © God
¢ is one, Creator of all that is.———1he
« eternal One frft made Birmab, then
«¢ Bifinao and Sieh, then Moifafoor and the
« reflt of the angelic hoft;- he made his
¢ firft created Birmab, Prince of the an-
«« gelic bands, and his occafional vice-
¢t gerent, deftined him to aQs of power,
¢« glory, and dominion ; and appointed the
¢« two next created beings Biftnoo and Sieb
¢ his coadjutors 3~ and when in procefs of
time (by the defeQion and rebellion of

Moifafoor )
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Motfafoor ) God in his mercy refolved to
form the material univerfe, thefe three Di-
vine Beings became the a&ive reprefenta-
tives and executors of his three {upreme
attributes ; his power to create, his power
to preferve, and his power to change or de-
ftroy, as their names fignify.

49. Heré the people were prefented with
a doCtrine plain, comprehenfible, and fuited
to the capacity of every intelligent being,
although 1m prifoned under a material form
the fucceflors of Bramah did not indeed
confound the three divine perfonages with
the Godhead, but they at length did every
thing elfe to cloud and obfcure every other
of his primitive truths, until they became as
deeply plunged in idolatry, and in what we
may call the ufelefs parade of religion, as
any people upon earth, and fo continue to
this day : thos the miffion of Bramab was
rendered fruitle(s, but the pure fpring-head
of his dotrines (that is, the firft great pri-
mitive truths now ander our confideration)
were more {ullied by the priefts of other
nations, who formed monftrous copies from
the fublime original of Bramab.

50. The Perfian Magi were the firlt who
confounded the three prime created, fub-
ordinate celeftial beings of the ancient Brfz-'-'-

- mins
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mins with the Godhead, to hide him from
the vulgar; and not fatisfied with this, they
gave the eternal One a wife m the fecond
perfon. In this domeflic oeconomy - they
were followed by the Esyprians, Chaldcans,
Tyrians, Phanicians, Grecks and Rowians;
and as the Egyptian Magi exceeded the
Perfian in rendering thefe onginal promtrve
¢ruths ncomprebenfible, fo thele were fur-
pafled by the Tyrians, and they again by
the Greeks, and the Romans outwent them
all. Thefe inftances afford a tiriking proot
of the remark we made above, that the
farther any divine {yftem of Theology tlows
from its original {ource, the more it {uffers
and 1s corrupted.

51. Thus we fee the two firft moft effen-
tial primitive truths, to wit, the unity of
the Godhead, and the creation of the three
fuperior Divine Beings fubordinate to him,
as originally taught by Bramab, were firlt
loaded with fuperftitious and idolatrous rites
by his fucceflors, after it had fabfifted 1n-
viol.te for the long {pace of a thouland years,
and the {ublime {pirit of it utterly eva-
porated and loft in.the various fyftems of
the Perfuan and Egyptran Magi and their
followers, and funk at laft into incompre-
hentible jargon; as any one who has dei-
fure and curiofity may convince himfelf,

5 by
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by confulting the authors who have exhi-
bited the religious tenets of thefe nations.

52. Would to heaven, that that confound- -
ing incomprehenfible fpirit had ftopped,
and vanifhed with the heatben priefthood !
and that we ourfelves had not, by dividing
that fupreme adoration, which is due alone
to the One ETernaL Gob, given rife to
a fchifm in Chriflianity, that has fapped the
very root of its {imple, exalted and divine
doctrines,and proved the fource of a thoufand
herefies, as well as one of the great ftum-
bling blocks, to the univerfal propagation
of a religion, that fpeaks the Anger of God
In every fentence, without one fingle elance
at a Trinity in Unity, or Unity in Trinity, an
unintelligible dogma, in which the heathen
leaven prevailed, and raifed a fermentation |
in the church of Chrift that probably will
never fubfide, until God himfelf is pleafed
to exert and manifeflt once more his own
fupremacy in power and vengeance, for the
daily repested blafphemies uttered againft
his awful name; for the {pirit of man will

neither regard the words of God himf{elf,
nor thofe of his Chrift, For,

53. “ God fpake thefe words, and faid,
“ I am the Lord thy God, Thou fhalt have

“ none other Gods but me,” and the con-
gregation
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gregation replies, ¢ Lord have mercy upon
« us, and incline our hearts to keep this
o« law ” although they know they fhall
Egrcglouﬂy break it more than once in
the courfe of the liturgy : and God him-
(elf, {peaking of the Mefliah, which he
purpofed fending into the world to pro-
mulge a new revelation of his Wlll fays
unte Mofes, ¢ 1 will raife them up a Pro-
““ PHET from among their brethren, LIKE
‘¢ yNTO THEE, and will put my words in-
‘““ to his mouth and he fhall {peak unto
« them a]l ghmgs I thall commazrd bim.
«« And it thall come to pafs, that whofoever
 will not hearken unto my words, which
« he fhall fpeak in my name, I will require
‘ it of him.”

«

54. When we confider the many and va-
rious declarations which dropped from the
mouth of Chrift, fo firongly expreflive of
his own dependent ftate and fubordination.
to the will of God, how can we account for
that degree of infatuation which firft moved
the heart of man to utter and propagate the
blafphemous do&rine of his co-equality,
and co-eternity with God ? although the
fame extravagant rhapfody of faith, pro-
nounces him begotten of the Fatber, and
confequently both c¢reated and made, if

words have any meaning. Where rehgmn
- E is
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is fhrouded under the difguife of myfleries,
{fymbols, allegories, hieroglyphics, and fa-
bles they are fure and infallible criterions
of that rc]:gmn being {purious, and not of
divine origin. ‘Thefe, as before remarked,

were the inventions of the ancient prieft-
hood and lawgivers, to cover, obfcure, and
hide the Truve Gop from the rPeoPLE;
and indeed they could not have concerted a
more effeGtual and iniquitous {yftem. .. That
reltgmn which {peaks not to the level of
every degree of human underftanding;-as.
well as to the heart, we will pronounce,
never came from God; " the reafon is ebvious,

for high and low, learned and unleafned,
rich and poor, are all equal obje@s of. his
care and providence, and cqually mtcrcﬂed
in the event of {alvation, which is the fole
aim of the Moft High in every divine reve-
lation of his will, , |

s¢. The religions which manrfeﬁ‘ly car-
ry the divine ftamp of -God, are, firft,; that
which Bramab was appomted to dedar,e to
the ancient Hindoos; {econdly, that law
which Mofes was deftined to delwﬁr tg the
ancient Hebrews; and thirdly, that which
Chrift was delegated to preach to the latter -
Fews and Gentiles, or the Pagan world.
Thefe, and thefe on]y, bear the ﬁgnatqre of
divine origin; for the precepts they con-
tain
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tain, are plaif, fimple, and pofitive, not
difguifed by myfteries, allegories, &c. but
adapted to every capacity of underftanding,
although the laft 1s fo utterly mutilated and
defaced fince the afcenfion, that Chrift him-
felf, when he defcends again on earth, will
difown it, and know it not to be his; and
in Chriftian charity we with he may not al-
fo difown thofe unhappy beings who have
been inftrumental, from time to time, in
the aduhteration of it, by introducing my-
fteries“to be received as matter of faith ne-
ceflary to falvation, which he never dictat-
ed, preached, or enjoined to his followers ;
‘as the Creed of Athanafius, &c. But, for
the prefent, we will drop a Creed, which
we believe every pious rational Chriftian
withes was ftruck out of the Liturgy (as
well as fome other articles, which alfo have
proved obffructions to the etrly univerfal
propagation of the gofpel), and attend to
what Chift himfelf fays to théfe {ubje@s,
whoni we think ourfelves well warranted in
believing, in preference to any cquivocal
expreflions or fentiments, or reveries of ei-
ther-his apoftles or difciples, or of thofe
who are too liberally (tiled #be faints, and
fathers of the church, whofe diflentions,
dreams, and dofrines, have been wrefted
by-Satan and his difciples for a lafting foun-
B B dation



{ 52 )
‘dation to build their extenfive king&om up-
OI1l. . '

¢6. We are here under fome apprehen-
fion, that we may be charged with ftepping
out of our way, and with ftumbling againft
what lics not in our path. To obviate
which, we fay, that as our view 1s to re-
wive and re-eftablifh the primitive. truths
"which conftituted the ground-work of the
fir(t univer{al religion, at the period of the
creation of the matenal worlds and man, it
became neceffary to &rip them of all difguile,
myftery, and fable: in order to that, we
found ourfelves under a neceflity, occafion-
ally to analize in part the three divine {y-
ftems noted in our laft paragraph, not un-
der the guife in which they now appear be-
fore us, but as they really were at their firt
promulgation; for of all the theologic {y-
ftems that have been broached to mankind,
“we think we are well fupported in, mark-
ing thefe alone as true originals ; but our be-
nevolent view extends ftill farther, and we
flatter ourfelves (howewer chimerical it may
appear) mankind may be réftored again to
that one unerring original faith, from which,
by undue influence in every age -of the
world, they have unhappily fwerved : we
are convinced, if they confulted their prefent
E and
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and future felicity, they would fly to em-
brace a rational hypothefis, that leads to
{uch a blefled iffue. And here we cannot
help deeply regretting the want of that ffu-
pendous gift of tongues, that our fyftem might
theréby be conveyed to every corner of the
habitable globe. Vain regret! fays the {cep-
tic, Vain as it4s, it is the vanity of doing
good which is the moit pardonable of all
vanities.. Havmg thus, we hope, guarded
agamﬁ any imputation of waritonly deviat-

- ing from our fubje@®, we will refume the
track of our enquiries.

~ &7. It is our purpofe to trace our divine
Mediator through every text of the four
,Gofpe]s fuccefﬁvely, wherein he exprefsly
declares and maintaips the unity and {upre-
macy of God, and his own fubordination ;
and that in" fuch terms as leaves it beyond a
| peﬁiblllty of being mifunderftood. Indeed,

it appears every where, that he was mott
-anxioufly folicitous that mankind fhould be
quite clear in a do&trine f{o eflential; and
that his apoltles and difciples, who were to
preach and - propagate his Gofpel, fhould
- not be liable to error in a matter of fuch 1m-
‘portance to Heaven and earth; and this
wife precaution became the more neceflary,
" as they themfelves were but juft emerged

E 3 from,
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from, and furrounded with, infidelity and
Paganifm. | -

58. We will begin with St. Masthbew,
chap. xix. ver{. 17. where Chrift replies to
the man who afked him the interefting que-
ftion—*¢ Good Mafter, what good thing
¢¢ fhall 1 do to attain eternal life r”-—he faid
unto him, “ Why calleft thou me good?
‘¢ there is none good but Ong, that is
“ Gon.” Chap. xx. ver{l 23. when the
- motherof Zebedee's children petitioned Chryf?
that her two fons thould fit, the one on his
right hand, the other on his left, in his
kingdom, he faid unto her, ¢ Tofit on.my
“ right hand, and on my left, is not mine
‘‘ to give, but it {hall be given to thofe for
““ whom it is prepared of my Father) And’
verfe 28th of the fame chapter, recom-
mending humility to his difciples, he faith,
““ Even as the Son of man came nof to be
““ miniftered unto, but fo minifier.” Again,
chap xxiv. verf. 36. fpeaking of the day of
judgment, he fays,—¢ But of that day and
* hour knoweth no man, no not the angels
“ of heaven, fut the Father only.”  And
chap. xxvii. verf, 46. in the extremity of
his paffion on the crofs, he cried with a
loud voice, “ My God! my God! why haft
‘ thou forfaken me?” than which, as na-

| ' - thing
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thing could more powerfully denote the laft
influence of bis buman nature, {o nothing
could more forceably imply his abfolute and
avowed dependance oz b Ged.

59. We fhall confider next the declara-
tions of Chrift, as they ftand recorded in his
Gofpel according to St. Mark, chap. xii.
verf. 29. when the Scribe alked him which
was the firft of alt the commandments 7 Fe-
Sfus anfwered and faid, ¢ The firft of all the
« commandments is, Hear, O Ifrael, the
« Lord our God 15 one Lord ;" and the Scribe
anfwered and faid, ver{. g2. ¢ Well, Ma-
« fter, “thou haft faid the truth, for there is
“« One God, and there is none other but
“ ue;” and when he {ubjoins, verl 33.
that *¢ the love of that One God, and his
“ peighbor, is more than all burnt-offer-
““ ings and facrifice.” Fefus applauds his an-
fwering difcreetly, by telling him, verf. 34.
«« Thou art not far from the kingdom af

< God,” thereby confirming him in his be-

lief of One God only. Chap. xni. verf. 32,
Fefus, {peaking of the day of judgment, is
more particular than ftands recorded in St,
Mattheww, for here he declares, that ¢ of
« that day and hour knoweth no man, no
‘“ not the angels which are in heaven, zes-
« ther the Son, but the Father.” Hence 1t
appears, by Chri/t’s’own {howing, that one

E 4 moft
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moft important fecret was bid from bim,
therefore not omnifcient, and confequently
not God, but a diftint created being. In-
deed, how{oever confcious he appears to be
of his own divine origin, yet he in no wife
arrogates worfhip as due to himfelf, but di-
rects it all to his God and Father.

60. The courfe of our enquiry leads us
next to the Gofpel according to St. Luke,
chap, v, ver{ 43. where Jefus being prefled
by the people not to depart from them, fays
unto them, “ I muft preach the kingdom of
““ God to other cities, for therefore was. I
¢ fent.” Chap. x. verf. 16. Tefus tells his
apoftles, ‘ He that defpifeth you, defpifeth
“ me, and he that defpifeth me, defpifeth
“ bim that fent me.” Verf, 21. Chrift, af-
ter gently rebuking the feventy difciples for
having exprefled, with toe much joy and
exultation, their fuccefs in cafting out devils
or evil {pirits in his name, breaks forth in
the following pathetic ftrain of fubmif-
five devotion, the poetic and infpired evan-
gelift, opening the verfe with this fhort ex-
ordium, ¢ In that hour Fefus rejoiced in
¢ {pint, and faid, I thank thee, O Father;
‘¢ Lord of keaven and eartd that thou haft
““ hid thefe things from the wife and pru-
* dent, and haft revealed them to baﬁes;
“ even fo, Father, for"fo it feemed good

““ 1n
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¢ in thy fight.” He then proceeds, verf.
22. to declare to them his delegated powers
from his God. ¢ A/l things are delyvered fo
““ me of my Fatber ; and no man knoweth
¢« who the Son is, but the Father; and
¢« who the Father is, but the Son, and he
¢« to whom the Son will reveal him.” Chap.
xi. verf. 2. when one of his difciples be-
fought him to teach them to pray, he faid
unto them, ¢ When ye pray, fay, Our Fa-
¢« ther which art in heaven, hallowed be
‘“ thy pame; thy kingdom come, thy will
*« be done, as in heaven, fo on earth, &c.”
Here 1t is worthy remark, that 1n {o very
effential and interelting a matter as a pro-
per' addrefs in prayer, Chrift direts the
followers of his Gofpel to point their {up-
plications and praifes #0 God alone. Chap,
xviii. ver{. 19. records the fame rebuke that
we have already quoted from Sz. Matthew,
with a fmall variation of expreflion—<« Why
¢ callelt thou mr grod 2 none 1s good, Jave
“ one, that is, Gop.” Chap. xxii. verf. g2.
when Chrift had feparated himfélf from his
diﬁ:iplcs on the mount of Olives, he kneel-
¢d down and prayed, ¢ Father, if thou Je
“ swling, remove this cup from me; ne-
« verthelefs, notr my will, but thine be

¢ dope,” p
1. We
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é1. We come now to the Gofpel of our
divine Mediator and Saviour, according to
St. Fobn, which exhibits more numerous
and ftriking declarations of Chrif?, in {up-
port of the unity and fupremacy of God,
and his own fubordination to his will, than
all the other three put together.  Chap.1v.
verf. 34. Fefus, in an{wér to his difciples,
touching his cating, fays, ** My meat is to
¢ do the will of &/m that {ent me, and to
st finith Ais work.” Chap. v. verf. 19. je-
Jus, in anfwer to the Fews, who accufed
him of breaking the Sat-bath by healing the
man at the pool of Bethefia, {ays, « Verily,
« verily, 1 fay unto you, the Son'cas do
« nothing of himfelf, but what he feeth the
¢ Father doy for what things {foever he do-
<« eth, thefe things doth the Son likewife,”
Verf. 20. “ For the Father Joveth the Son,
““ and fheweth him all things that himfelf
¢« _doeth, and he will fhew bim greater won-
¢t ders than thofe, that ye may. magvel.” -
Verf, 22. ¢ For the Father judgeth noman,
 put bath committed all judgment to the
« Son.” Verf, 23.  That all men fhould
«« honor the Son, even as they honor the
«¢ Father, for he that honoreth not the
¢ Son, honoreth not the Father which hath -
« fent bim.” Verf. 26. to the fame fews
Fefus faith, “ For as the Father hath life in
¢ himfelf,
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«« himfelf, fo bath be given to the Son to
¢« have life in himfelf.” -Again, verl j3o0.
«“ Ican of myfelf do nothing: as 1 hear I
““ judge, and my judgment is juit, becaufe
«« T feek not mine own will, but £be will of
‘« the Father, who fent me.”” Chap. vii.
ver(. 16. when Chrifi preached in the tem-
ple, the Fews marvelled, faying, « How
< knoweth this man letters, having never -
¢ learnt?” fefus anfwered them, and faid,
“« My do&rine 7 not mine, but bis that fent
¢ me.” Chap. viii. verf, 28, * Then faid
““ “efus unto them, When you have lift up
<« the Son of man, then (hall ye know that
<« T am he, and that I do nothing of myfelf,
“but as t_he Father has_mugbf me:”’ and
verl. 42. Fefus faid unto them, ¢ If God
~« were your Pather, ye would love me,
<« for I proceed firth, and came from Ged;
“ ncither camé 1 of myflfy but be font me.”
Chass %vw8if."18. Chrifi, {peaking of the
~ facrifice of his life, fays, ¢ No man taketh
¢« it from me, but Ilay it down of myfelf.
« 1 have power to lay it down, and I have
« power to take it up again. This coni=
S mandment 1 bave recerved of my Fatber.”
Chap, xi. verf. 41. Fefus, after the a&t of
reftoring Lazarus, addrefles God in thefe
words, ¢ Father, I thank thee, that theu
“ baft heard me” Chap. xii. verl. 27.

Chrift, after baving declared to his difciples
| the

[
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¢he hour was come in which the Son of man
thould be glorified, breaks out into this
doubtful interrogation with himfelf, ¢ Now
«« is my foul troubled, and what fhall 1 fay ?
¢« Father, fave me from this hour !—but for
¢« this caufe, came I unto this hour.” Cbrift,
after declaring to the Fews he came not to
judge the world, but to favent, {ubjoins; ver{.
49. ¢ For I have not {poke of myfelf, but
¢ the Father which [ent me, be gave me ot -
« mandmnt what 1 fhould fay.” - Verf. s0.
« And I know that his commandment is
« life everlafting; whatfoever I fpeak there-
e« fore, even asthe Father faid unto me, {o 1
« fpeak.” Chap. xiv. verl. 28, Chrift,
fpeaking to his difciples, <« Ye have heard
« how 1 faid unto you, I go away, and
¢ come 'again unto you; if you }oved me,
« you would rejoice, becaufe I faid unto
““ you, I go to the Father, roR mY Fa-
¢ 'THER 18 GREATER tuan 1.7 Chap.
xvii. verf. 3. Chrift, in the mott {olemn in-
vocation to the Deity, fays, “ And this 18
¢ life eternal, that they may know THEE,
¢« Tup oNLY TRUE Gob, and Fefus Chrift
s« whom thou haft fent.” He proceeds,
ver{. 5. * And now, O Father, gfaréfj}fz‘baa
«« e with thine own fclf, with the glor
‘¢ which I had with thee, defore the world
<« qpgs,”  Chap. xx. verf. 17. in his fhort
difcourfe with Mary Magdalen, after - his

S refur-
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refurre@ion, Chriyff faid unto hér, ¢ Touch
« me not, for I am ot yet afcended to my
¢ ‘Father; butgo to my brethren, and fay un-
« o them, 1 afcend to my Fatbher, and your
c«« Father, to my God, and your God.” The
divine fcribe clofes this chapter with thefe
words, ¢ But thefe things were written, that
«_ye might believe, that Fefus 1s the Corft,
¢ the Son of God; and that believing ye
«« might have life everlalting.” And God
of his mercy and fpiritual grace forbid, that
- any of us {hould believe otherwife. =

" 62. We are not ignorant of the reveries
of St. Paul, nor of the few texts in the firft
chapter of St Jfohn's Gofpel, which feem
to countenance the unintelligible and Pagan
rhapfodies of the Athanafian Creed; but we
think ourfelves well juftified in deeming
them of little eftimation, when contrafted
“with- the nummttous ip/é dikits of Chrifi, re-

corded in all the four Gofpels, and mmore
particularly by the fame Evangelift, all of
which are exprefsly repugnant to fuch a
‘dodrine; and if thofe texts are to be under-
tood in the fenfe ufually applied to them,
then this Evangehft witneffeth againft him-
{elf, in the many texts quoted from him 1n
our laft paragraph ; and he'muit either ftand
felf-condemned of recording contrary doc-
trines, of W€ muft conclude his fenfe of
: | S e pHE
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t« vyg woRD” has been mifunderftood and
mifapplied; the laft is the moft favorable
fentence that can be paffed upon this infpi-~
red writer, and is worth examining below.

63. We purpofely avoid a recital of the
many pbilofophical arguments, and logical
difcuffions,. that have been urged both in the
early days of Chriftanity, and more modern
times, by a multitude of learned pens, 1n
refutation of the ‘doftrine of a_'Tff?zs'{y I
Unity, and Unity in Trimity, as being not fuit-
ed to every common underftanding; and
therefore have firiétly confined ourfelves to
the lights that every one may, receive from
the plain diGates of Chrif!, who powerfully
and exprefsly enforces to his followets zbe
belief of ONE Gob, the belief of his own
miffion, and divine, althou  inferior, ori-
gin, as proceeding from God; and the be-
Jief of the Holy Ghoft, as the*divine attri-
bute, Spirit, or Effence of God, operatifig
upon -all things, and on a/f betngs, in ‘the
proportion he is pleafed to-infule or thed
upon them, and &y which Chriff himfelf, in
proof of his divine miffion, wrought his ftu-
pendous miracles, always dire@ing the.ob-
jets of them, « to give the glory # God
“ alone” by the puiffance-of whofe Holy
Spirit he was enabled to accomplifh them.
Thefe do&rines are fublime, yet plain, {irln- ,

ple, ...
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ple, and intelligible ; they bear not the fem-
blance of myftery, but are open to a ready
faith: Chrift neither deifies himfelf, nor the
Holy Ghoft ; the making an attribute of the
Duty a God, bears aglaring ftamp of Hea-
thenifm: no rational being would fay, in
an abfolute and literal fenfe, that the forss-
tude, or chaftity, or any other virtue of a
King, was the King himfelf, although it
is, in a relative fenfe, a part or quality of
hlm nor would any man in his fenfes aver,
that thc fon is the father, and the father the
fon, as oné individual, when he knows the
fon muft have proceeded from the father,
and that the father muft have preceded the
fon, and that therefore they cannot be onNE;
the contrary belief would be a confounding
of all ideas and things, as well as caufes and
effe@s, and muft neceffarily fhock all ra-
tional faith, Therefore, when Chrift fays,
“ T am in the Father, and the Father in
“ me ;—I and my Father are one,” &c.
he ean be only underftood in a relative fenfe,
to be confiftent with himfeif; for he ever
appears particularly anxious in marking his
charalter, as a diftin¢t being from God, in
the relation of a fon to a father; and, ata
moft interefting period, he declares to thofe
who were foon after to be intrufted with the
propagation of his golpel, *“ My Fatber is
“ greater than 1"

64—1 Thﬁfﬂ"
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. 64. Therefore, fince God has told us,
¢ 1 am the Lord thy God, thou fhalt have
““ nonc other gods but me,” and as Chri/n
has alfo told us, there is only one God, and
one Son, which is Chrif, and one Holy Ghoft;
let us abide by, and intrench ourfelves un-
der this {irong evidence, and for the fake of
God, let us, with one accord, ftrike out,
not only the A'banafian Creed, but every
other part of our Liturgy, which fo pal-
pably gives the lie both to God and Chrifz.
We are aware we fhall be told that we .t~
terly miftake the thing, for that the fame
Creed teaches, that God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Ghoft, thofe
three Gods, and no three Gods, thofe three
Subftances under one Effence, thofe three In-
comprehenfibles, Co-almighties, Co-~equals,
and Co-eternals, are but one Incomprehen-
fible, &c.; and to be worthipped as oNE
Gobp. If, after all; this is the cafe, to what
end thofe incomprehendble, contradictory
jumble of words and ideas, that have only
ferved for fo many centuries to cenfound,
perplex, and puzzle, every comamon as well
as uncommon underftanding, and ftagger
the faith of every well-difpofed Chriftian ?
not adverting, that #Ais fenfe of that Creed
flatly contradicts the folemn declaration of
Chrift, recited at the clofe of our laflt para-
graph ; for if God the Father be (as he af-

{ures
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fires is) gréater than God the Son, then
‘God the Son cannot be co-equal, nor have
been co~eternal with him : the Holy Ghoft
“may with propriety be {aid to have been co-
cternal with God, as being the eflence of
the Deity, infeparable from him, but not
co-equal, becaufe every attribute of God 1s
{fubordinate to, and dependent on bus will.

65, < Glory be to the Father, and to the
¢¢ Son, and to the Holy Ghoft;” to this we.
fay, Amen: buot let us not, like the mii-
guided church of Rome, forget God, by tran{-
ferring that worfhip and adoration to Cérif,
and the chofen veflel of his incarnation,
which are only due to b, and to his Holy
Spirit, his firlt and great attribute, to which
Chrift eminently gives pre-eminence over
bimfelf, -Matth. xii. 31, 32. < Wherefore
¢ 1 fay unto you, all manner of fin and
¢¢. blafphemy fhall be forgiven unto men;
“ but the blafphemy againit the Holy Ghott
-¢¢ {hall not be forgiven unto men.- And
¢« whofoever {peaketh a word agamfi the
¢ Son of man, 1t {hall be forgiven him; but
““ whofoever fpeaketh againft 2k Holy
“ Ghofl,-it fnall not be forgiven him, nei-
« ther in this world, ncr in the world to
« come.” And in this place we cannot do
better, than to endeavor to clear the Evan-
gelift St. fobn from the chalge of contra-
1 | di&ion,
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diction, by urging, with all humble defe-
rence, the conception which leads us to
imagine his term -or phrafe ¢ THE worp”
has been mifunderftood, and confequently
mifa;plied; and that his record, to be con-
fitent with itfelf, muft allude to zbe Holy
Ghojt : and we fubmit 1t to the candor of
cvery Chriftian, who, with unprejudiced
heart and attention, perufes the firft chap-
ter of St. fobn’s Gofpel, whether or not
cvery text of that chapter, which has been
ufoally applied to Chriff, may not be more
jultly applied to fignify the Holy Ghoft. And
thus the Gofpel of this infpired writer will
ftand unimpeached, which otherwife remains
a witnefs againft tfelf, as thewn in our 62d
paragraph.

66. The other various contradi&ions and
cvil tendency of the Creed now under con-
fideration (firlt eftablithed by perfecution,
hire, and fword), are fo obvious they call.
for .no further comment; its origin only
wants to be accounted for, which is na very
difficult tafk. SaTAN, finding his kingdami
on earth muft fall, and come to an end; if
the pure doétrines of rbe gofpel obtained uni- -
verfally, had no means left to guard againit,
and prevent a cataftrophe fo fatal to his.
power, but exerting his influence to vi-

tuate 1ts pure fiream at the fountain head ;
in
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in order to this he moft effectually attachs
ed him{elf and his emiffaries to the primi-
mitive Chriftian difputants, and the reverend
Jants and fathers ot the church, as they are
calied: thefe he well knew had not tho-
roughly fhook off from their hearts the im-
preflions of the Grecian and Roman mytho-
logy and Polytheifin ; on this knowledge he
founded his hopes, and by the event thowed
he was no bad politician, for his fuccefs was
anf{werable to the moft fanguine withes of
his bad foul, and he foon had the malicious
Joy of beholding #hree gods frart up in the
Chriftian fyftem, in violation of the doérine
of their divine Leader, who had fo often
preached to his followers there was but
oNE. Itis well known the advantages Sz
tan and Mabomet, and his f{ucceflors, took
of the Polytheifin introduced into the Chri-
ftian faith, not only to the downfal and de-
ftruction of the feven churches of 4%, and
the empire of the Romans, but alfo to the
obftru&ting the univerfal progrefs of Chri-
ftianity ; 'and we may, with juft boldnefs
fay, that had it not been for that opening
given to that enterprifing enemy of our
faith, neither Mabommed as a prophet, not
tbe Koran as a religion, would ever have
had exiftence, but the pure do&rines of
Chrift would have overthadowéd the face

of the earth, and its iphabitants pro-
F 2 bably,
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bably, at this day, have been of one only
univerfal church, unmixed with f{chifms,
{ects, or feparations, to the faving of mil-
lions of fouls, and delages of blood. The
ground-work of Aabonzed’s feriptures was
the pure unity of the Godbead. (Koran,
chap iv.j ¢ Surely God will not pardon the
“ giving him an equal; but will pardon any
-« other {in, except that, to whom he plea-
¢ {eth: and whofo giveth a companien unto
¢« God, .hath devifed a great wickednels.”
Again, ‘ Say not there are thiree gods ; for
¢ bear #his, it will be better for you; God
¢ is but one Gop.” And upon the effica-
cy of this divine principle we may conceive,
that God permitted the {fo amazing and ra-
pid, as well as extenfive progrefs, of Ma-
bommed’'s Koran., -

67. Another ftumbling-block to the uni-
verfal propagation of Chry/f's gofpel, is the
{uppofed fupernatural mode of his conception
and sncarnation; which f{uppofition has af-
forded a nandle to the enemies of Chriftia-
nity, to {tamp 1t with the imputation of
prieft-craft, the fac being only recorded by
two of the evangelifts, Mar4 and Jobm be-
ing entirely filent on the {ubject ; and Chrift
himfelf, in all that ftands recorded of him,
gives not the {malleft intimation of his mi-
raculous or fupernatural conception. Here-

in
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in our free-thinkers outdo AMalommed; for,
in the xixth chapter of his Koran, he ac-
cedes to the fact, and condemns the Fews
for their difbelief; byt we imagine the ob-
je&ors might, fomehow or other, have ar-
rived at the knowledge, that the miraculous
conception of a virgin was a very ancient
piece of Pagan priclt-craft; it was firft in-
troduced by the adulterers of Bramabs Shaf~
zab, and afterwards adopted by the compi-
lers of the Viedam, in the perfon of their
Vifinoo ; and from this origin might pofii-
‘bly defcend to later times. Be this as 1t
mav, it is moft certain, that the {tupendous
example, life, miracles, and doctrines of
Chrift ftood in no need of a myfiery of this
niture to prop and give it weight and evi-
dence; and therefore, by adding an incum-

brance it did not want, rather weakened, .

than ftrengthened the whole fabric of Chri-
ftianity. Had this myftery been a neceflary
article of faith to falvation, moft affuredly
Chrift himfelf would have given {ome 1n-
timation of it to his followers: we do not
find the miffion of E/jab (who was invefted
by God with powers on earth near equal
with Chriff ), nor any other of the infpired
prophets ftand impeached, becaufe his or
their conceptions were according to the na-
tural courfe of generation, then why thonld
that of Chrif# 2 So that the objectors gain
nothing in the conteft, {uppofing we fhould

o F3 give
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give up the argument to them: although the
conception and birth of Cbrzf may in one
indifputable fenfe be truly termed miracu-
lous! when we f{ce f{uch an abundant por-
tion of the {piritual effence of God in Chrift,
was thereby fubjected by his permifiion to
the fleth, for the falvation of mankind ; but
we truft we {hall not offend, when we fay,
the event would not have been lefs miracu-
lous, nor efficacious, had it happened ac-
cording to the ufual courfe of nature.

68. God forbid it fhould be thought,
from the tenor of thefe our difquifitions,
‘that, with Hobbes, Tindal, Bolingbroke, and
others, our intent 1s to fap the foundation,
or ipjure the root of Chriftianity. Candor
and benevolence avert from us {o unchari-
able and ill-grounded an imputation! On
the contrary, our fole aim is fo reflore its pu-
rity and vigor, by having thofe luxuriant in-
jurious branches and fhoots lopped off and
pruned, which have fo obvioufly obftru@-
ed, ftinted, and prevented its natural, uni-
verfal growth and progrefs; and as we have
aflumed to ourfelves the title of 2ke reform-
ed church, by judicioufly and pioufly abjuring
fome of the impious, 1dolatrous extravagan.
cies and tenets of the church of Rome, let
us bolely, m the caufe of God and bis_fupre-
macy, urifirmly delerve the charaler we
have afiamed, " | |

6g9. From I



. (71 )

« 69. From all that has hitherto been ad-
wanced (fupported with what will occafion-
“ally follow), three moft important truths
- may be clearly gathered, lmprimis, that
the rirsT and rAsT revelation of God's
will, that is to fay, the Hmdoo and the
Chriflian difpenfation, are the moft perfect
that have been promulged to offend:ng man;
fecondly, that the FirsT was to amoral cer-
tainty the original doctrines, and terms of re-
fioration, delivered from God him{elf by the
mouth of hisfirftcreated Birm A m tomankind
at his firft creation 1o the form ¢f man; and
that, after many fuccefiive ages in fin, and
every kind of wickednefs, Gop, n his ten-
der mercy, reminded mankind of tbeir frue
[fiate and nature, of their original fin ; and
by the defcent of BRamAH, gave to the
Hindoos the firft written manifeftation of his
will, which (by the common fate of all oral
traditions), had moft probably, from various
caufes, been effaced from their minds and
‘memories : Thirdly, that every interme-
diate fyftem of religion in the world be-
tween that of BramMan and CHRIST are

~ corruptly branched from the former, as is
to demonftration evident, from their being
founded on, and partaking of, with more or
lefs purigy thofe primitive truths. Vide 3d
and 4th paragraphs. .

F 4 ~70. Lét
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7o, L et us next fee how far the fimili-
tude of do@rines, preached firlt by Bramab,
and afterwards by Chrifl, at the diftinét pe-
riod of above three thoufand years, corro-
borate our conclufions; if they mutually
{fupport each other, it amounts to proof of
the authenticity and divine origin of both.
Bramab preached the exiftence of oNE ‘ON-
L1y, ETERNAL Gop, his firft created ange-
lic being, Birmawu, Biftnoo, Sieb, and Mor-
Jafoor 5 the pure gofpel-difpenfation teaches
"ONE ONLY, #TERNAL Gop, his firlt begot-
ten of the Father, CurisT; the angelic be-
ings, Gabriel, Michzel, and Satan, all thefs
correfponding under different names, mi-
nusely with each other, in their refpective .
dignities, funCtions, and characters: Bir-
mab is made prince and governor of -all the
angclic bands, and the occafional vicegerent
of the FEicrnal One y Ckhri? 1s invefted with
all powwer by the Father 3 Birmal is deftined
to works of power and glory, fo1s €brst;
‘Fiftnoo to alts of benevolence, {ois Gabrrel ;
Sieb to alts of terror and deftruction, fo is
Mictael 5 the Holy Ghoft 1s exprefsly figni-
fied in Brum, the Spirit or Effence of Gob,
abundantly difplayed in all the operations
and bchefls of the Eternal Ong. The
Shaftah of Bramab records the rebellion of
a portion of the angelic hoft, and their ex-
pulfion from heaven; the fact-is alfo incul-
| | cated
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cated by the gofpel ; Mos/afsor is reprefent
ed as a prime angel, and the inftigator and
leader of the revolt in heaven, fo is the Sg-
tan of the gofpel; miniftering angels, or the
interpofition of the heavenly beings in hu-
man affairs, is a principle of Bramah’s Shai-
tah, fo it is of the goipel-di{penfation ; the
necefiary duties of repentance, good works,
univerfal love, and charity, are indifpenfably
enjoined in the Shattah, fo they are in the
gofpel inftitutes ; but ina more forcible, ela-
borate, and eminent degree, as being the
laft and moft perfect miflion that God in his
mercy delivered to man. The immortality
of the foul, and its future ftate of rewards
and punifhments, are fundamentals of the
Shaftah, fo they are of the gofpel; that
man is here 1n a fate of purgation, puntfh-
ment, and trial, is alfo a fundamental of the
Shaftah, fo it is of the gofpel, fupported by
the opinions of the moft learned divines and
philofophers. That man is doomed to #4zs
ftate, for an unhappy LAPSE in 2 PRE-EX=~
ISTENT ONE, is another fundamental of the
Shaftah, and is evidently implied'in the go-
fpel. See the Rev. Mr. Berrow’s Treatife
on that fubject before alluded to in our 4oth
paragraph. . The neceflity of mediators be-
‘tween God and man, and voluntary facrifi-
ces for the tranfgeflions of the latter in the
| ?crfﬂns of Birmab, Biftueo, and Sieb, and

| | others
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others of the faithful angelic hoft, are doc-
trines of the Shaftah ; and are all fully com-
prifed in the gofpel, by the fole voluntary
facrifice of CurisT, our conftant Mediator.
'That there is an intermediate {tate of puwus/b-

ment and purification between death and the .

perfect reftoration of the human foul, isa
pofitive tenet of the Shaftah, and is coun-
tenanced by the gofpel, notwithftanding the
church of Rome makes fo bad a ufe of the
firlt, in their fyftem of purgatory. God’s
general providence over his whole creation,
1s an exprefs doltrine of the Shaftah ; and
his particular providence over individuals 1s
obvioufly implied, from its doltrine of the
vifible, or invifible miniftration and inter-
pofition of the angelic beings in human af-
fairs; thefe are alfo fundamental dogmas of
the Chriftian fyftem.

71. The comparifon mighﬁ)e extended
to a much greater length, but the above,
we think, will fuffice to prove, that the
miffion of Chrift is the ftrongelt confirmation
of the authenticity and divine origin of the °
Chartah Bbade Shaftah of Bramah; and that
they dozh contain all the great primitrve
¢ruths in their original purity that confti-
tuted the firf# and unsverfal religion ; and that
the very ancient {criptures now underourcon-

fideration, exhibit alfo the ftrongeft convic-
tion
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tion of the truth of the celeftial origin of
Chryft's miflion. Yet the former is the {yftem

of divinity and ethics which the Critical Re-
- viewers have indifcriminately (as a fpecimen,
of their candor, erudition, and penetration)
ftigmatifed with the opprobrious epithets of
‘“ nonfenfe, rbapfodies, and abfurdities;” and
in_proof of their profound judgment, they un-
faithfully took the liberty of re-printing our
fecond part, without the errata prefixed to
the 1ft page, by which defigned emiffion,
they indeed circulate nonfenfe enough of
fherr cwn making ; but, requefting eur read-
ers pardon for beftowing fo many lines up-
on a matter fo little worth our notice, we
will purfue our fubje@. |

72. In two points of do&rine the Hin-
doo and the Chriftian fyftem differ (but
the one in mode only), 1#, The punith-
ment_of the damned, or thofe fouls that
fhall remain reprobate at the diffolution of
the univerfe, or expiration of their zerm of
probation. 2dly, The refurre@ion of the
fame body. Touching the firlt, zbe Shaflab
teaches, that thofe reprobate {pirits fhall be
caft out, and languith for ever in intenfe
darknefi, in a particular region prepared for
them; tde Gofpel, that they fhall perifh
everlafingly in affual fire. - Without dif-
cufling the point how, or by what mode of
o 3 ~ action
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“adtion fire will operate on fpiritual beings s
we will only fay, that pofiibly the latter fen-
tence may a& more 7n ferrorem, than in the
-other; not-that we think there 15 a pin to
chufe between them, nor that the matter
of difference is of much importance, whilft
they both agree in the fundamental point,
that thofe unhappy delinquents will be given
over to everlafting punithment.

72. Touching the fecond, which. is 2
matter of deeper concernment to be clear
in, the Hindoo f{yftem teaches, - that the
corporeal part, or prifon of the foul or {pi-
rit, being compofed of the four clements,
each again receives 75 part at the difiolution
of the body, or death; and that the fpirit,
‘according to its merits Or demersts, is either
conveyed to the firft region of purification,
or punifhed for a {pace, and doomed to en-
ter and animate another corporeal form; bo-
dy, or prifon, that fthall be prepared foriits
reception, The Chriftian fyftem, without
oiving us any lights touching the ftate or
exiftence of the foul or {pirit, during the
long intermediate fpace between death and
the day of judgment, fays, that at that day
the graves fhall give up their dead, and that
there thall be a refurrection of the fame body,
to which its {cul fhall be re-united, and both
-receive judgment. By both thefe fyﬁe:'i?s

, tng
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the .dotrines of fututre judgment, rewards
‘aed punifhments, are clearly revealed to
us, but with this difference, that the Hin-
doo dogma pronounces, as we may fay, a
- datly judgment of the foul (for multitudes
are {ubject to'death each revolving fun), as
well as a final one, and the Chriftian poft-
pones it to the day of refurrection, leaving
the foul during the intermediate flate to
exift the Lord knows where.. The re-
{furrection of the fame body is a’ do&rine ob-
vioufly repugnant to the Hindoo {yftem,

~ 74. The refurre®ion of Chriff, or the
re-union of his {pirit to the body on the
third day, is a ftupendous proof of his di-
vine  miffion, for he had Jdefore declared,
“ He had power to lay down his life, and
%c bad power to take it up again; for that
- ¢ commandment (or power) he had receiv-
“ ed from the Father.” But this fingle in-
ftance, peculiar to C4rif, does not, we con-
ceive, countenance the general dorine, as
ftated above, which is far from being uni-
verdally believed or received; many learned
pens have been drawn againit it, and many
texts of {cripture urged in oppofition, befides
unpfurmountable arguments and difficulties
that we have to encounter, which ftagger
the ftrongeft faith; fuch as the ftate and
_exiftence of the foul during the fpace above
| hinted
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hinted at; the confideration that matter, of
which the body is compofed, being in its
nature paflive and inactive, cannot be the
obje&t of either rewards or punithment. Bat
the fperit alone, which is the altive, deferv-
ing, or offending part, can be the only ob-
je& of judgment; the wom-identity of the
body (if we may be allowed the expreffion),
which continues not the fame body one hour
« together, will have its full force on every
rational mind, notwithftanding the fpecicus
cafuiftry of a Liebnitz dnd Locke to invalis -
date the obje@ion. How far the Metemp-
{fychofis of Bramah will folve thefe pro-
blems, and how far that do&rine will be fup-
ported by the gofpel-difpenfation, will ap-
pear when we come clofer to that main
ipring of all out movements.

75. From what has been advanced in
our 7oth, and part of our 71{t paragraph,.
we find that Chriftianity is, bons fide, asoid
as the creation, although in a very different
fenfe from tHat of the libertine freethinker,
who publifthed, fome years fince, a labored
treatife to undermine the gofpel-difpenfa~
tion, under that title: yet, let us not, al« -
though it {prings from a truly learned and -
prous zeal, pretend #o prove, that ¢ the want
““ of umverfality is no objeétion to the Chri-
‘¢ {lian religion,” by bringing a chain of
| EVEnts,
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events, taken upon truft, frem a fpuri-
ous caftérn {cripture, as applicable to the
conception, birth, miracles, and death of
- Chryff, that are utterly deftitute of true

chronology to {fupport it, left it-Thould give
a handle to freethinkers of the comple&ion
juft mentioned to fay, that the Chriftian
fyltém is only a copy of an eaflern fable, as
one of the Popes of the church of Rome is
recorded to have faid, or fomething like it.
That the circumfiances attending the walk
of Chriy? on earth have been tran{mitted to
the Eaft we do not difpute, but that they
could ftand recorded in an eaflern {cripture,
whith was compiled fome thoufands of
years.before Chriff’s appearance in Fudea, is
not poflible: the falts could not be before
they had exiftence. But the misfortune is,
that in difquifitions of this nature we are ge-
- nerally. too apt #0 prove oo much, and there-
by hart the caufe we are laboring to defend.
Had the learned and revered fupporter of
Chriftianity whom we allude to above, ex-
tended his view, and been acquainted with,
the original Chartah Bhade of Bramah, he
would have found that it is a fundamental
doCtrine of that {cripture, that the angelic
beings, prior to' the Kolee Yoque or age of
corruption, frequently defcended to the
carth, and volungarily fubjected themfelves
| 1o
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to undergo the eighty-cight tranfinigrations
to animate the form of man, :thereby to
guard him from a fecond feduction of Mo:-
Jafoor or Satan; that even Birmab, Biftneo,
and Sieb, did not exempt themfelves from
thofe voluntary facrifices.

~6. This being premifed, it isno violenee .
to faith, if we believe that Bwmab and
Chrift is one and the fame individual ccele-
ftial being, the firft begotten of the Father,
who has moft probably appeared- at dgférens
periods of time, in diffant parts ofsthe
éarth, under various mortal forms of huma-
nity, and denominations : thus we mag ve-
ry rationally conceive, that it was by the
mouth of Chrifi (tiled Birmab by the eaft-
erns), that God delivered the great primitrve
fruths to man at his creation, as infallible
guides for his conduét and reftoration :-but
the purity of zhefe truths being effaced by
time, and the indufirious inﬂuence}‘oﬂaﬂa-
tan, affitted by the natural unhappy bent of
the human foul to evil, 1t became -ne¢eflary
that they fhould be given on record td.a na~
tion that was moft probably at that «period
much more extenfive than we can at prefent
form any idea of ; and it appears as near o
demontftration as a circumftance of this-na-
ture can admit of, thatit was owing to this

’ - drvine
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divine revelation delivered #o them, that this
people acquired o juftly that early reputa-
tion for wifdom and theology, which the
whole learned world has afcribed to them:
but this by the bye.

77. The fame cayfes {ubfifting, the above
trutbs foon loft agasm, their original purity
and fimplicity, and a multitude of different
refég:faa.r.]]f}w}?em: were propagated through the
warld, having more- or lefs (as intimated
paragraph 3d) of ¢befe truths for a bafis, ac-
cording to the bent and genius of men, and
talents of the firft impoftors that broached
them, excited and furthered poffibly, alfo,
by the adventitious circumftances of air,
foil, climate, fituation, regimen, &c. By
this deviation, wickednefs continued to

ather increafe through every region of
the earth, but ftill the mercy and forbear-
- ance of Gop was not exhaufted; for in the
fulnefs of time, as bis laft grace, he once
more delegated his firft begotten fon, under
the mortal form of JEsus, to reftore thefe
truths to their full primitive fultre, and
pitched upon Fudea as a proper center from
whence the beams of the Sun of righteouf-
nefs fhould be {cattered, and fpread over the
face of the whole world,. How.the univer-
fality of this intended ftupendous blefling
was prevented, we have already thewn in
| G part,
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part, and (hall more fully hereafter ; ebferva
ing that the gepuine fcriptures of Bramab

and Chrift have fhared the: fame fate; mauti-
lated and betrayed by thofe who were ap-
pointed the guardians and fuppﬂrtcrsuf‘them.
We fhall clofe this paragraph with ‘4 “fag-
geftion that appears to us moft probable and
rational, viz. that every individual of the
angelic beings who have occafionally viﬁji‘f&:_
the earth, under the mortal form of huma-
nity, either by fpecial voluntary licence, or
fpecial appointment of God, for the exam-
ple, defence, admonition, eanifdre, and
corretion of mankind, have each - afiugie:

different forms and names," 4t ¥@ifferent fuc-
ceeding times, in different regions; in fiich
wife as Eljab and St. fobn the Baptift is
fuppofed by fome to have been one and the
fame {pirit, from the intimation of the pro-
phet Malachi. (Vide part the {fecond, pages
71 and 72.) R

28. In our laft parairaph we promifed.to
fhew more fully how the bleflings of the go-
{pel were converted into a curfe, as the pro-
phetic {pirit of Chrift foretold it Wo;lld?bﬂg
from his obfervation of the general corrup-
tion and incorrigibility of the human fonl;
for otherwife it would not have been pof«
fible that his plain diGates could have been
miftaken, or perverted to any other pur-
| | _pofes
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Eofes. than he benevolently defigned them ¢
but he had hardly left his followers to them-
felves, than religious diffentions took placs;
that blafted all his hopes, and rendered his
miflion of none effe@t; fo that, withirn the
fpace of a very few centuries, and almoft as
foon as they had afluined to themfelves the
general name of Chriftians, he faw, with
heart-felt grief, his plain, fimple, and di-
vine dotrine {plit into more jarring fe@s
and fchifms than any religious fyftem had
fuffered fince the creation.

79. Chrift had preached, as eflential pre-
Iiminaries to the falvation of his followers 7
a future lfe, peace, charity, and mutual
love 1z this. But the differing fe&s of Chri-
ftians thought it more available to whirl
damnation at each other’s head; and in
g]ace‘ of thofe godlike virtues, to fubflitute

atred, revenge, and perfecution; fome
conftrued particular texts of fcripture lite-
rally, others allegorically, others fymboli-
cally ; and fome broached, as Chriftian doc»
trines, diabolical fyftems, which rafhly fa.
vored of that Paganifin from which they
had been fo lately reclaimed and converted s
and each thought themfelves warranted 4y
thofe wery feriptures’ of peace, to cut the
throat, for God’s fake, of every .one who did
not fublcribe to their opinions: witnefs the
G2 _ever
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ever memorable and bloody contefts be-
tween' the early bithops of the church, about
the eftablithment of the Arbanafian Creed,
and the contention for {upremacy between
the Greek and Latin churches, which came
to a drawn battle at laft; as alfo in later
times, the unchriftian and inhuman dif-
putes between the Romanifts and Prote-
ftants, cach exerting their infernal fpirit of
perfecution, as power afforded them the
means ; a conteft in which deluges of blood
have been fpilt, and are fpilling to this.
hour, infomuch that we may juftly aver,
lamentable as the truth is, that there exafts
not upon the face of the Chriftian world,
more than oNe sEcT of mankind, who
preferve any appearance of having a true
claim to the title of Chriftians. . Here our
teaders cannot be at a lofs to know, that we
mean that refpe¢table body of people,, com-
monly, although ludicroufly, ftiled Qua-
KERs, a people that in their Princip}es and
pradtice do honour to primitive Chriftiani-
ty and humanity. But, to refume the
thread of our fubje@®, and analize in few
words (as neceflary to our main view) the
caufes, nature, and progrefs of the laft-
mentioned conteft between Chriftians-{no-
minally {o) originally of the fame church,
although an idolatrous and {uperftitious one:

° 8o. After
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8o. After the feparation of the Greek
apd Latin churches, the laft fupported her
fupremacy in the Weft for fome ages; at
length avarice and tyrannic exac&ions (and
partial favor thewn to one fet of monks in
the colleCtion of thofe exa@ions), in the
Pope ; {piritual pride, refentment, revenge,
and an affectation of fingularity in the breafls
of Luther and Calvin ; and luft and wrath
againft the Pope in the heart of our Hayry
VIII. brought about a partial Reforma-
tion of the Chbriftan church. Thus God
{ometimes works out his purpofes of good,
by moft evs/ tools. This defertion gave a
‘“ perilous gath to the body of the church
‘¢ of Rome, and many a profitable limb was
‘“ Jopt off,” and lof}, never to be recovered.
But Luther and Calvin, not according to
the principles and modes of Reformation,
became the leaders of two oppofite re-
ligious Proteftant fations, with about an
equal number of profelytes, who foon began
to harbor as mutual and cordial a hatred,
and unchriftian-like animofity againft each
- other; as they both bore to their mother
church of Rome : then bifbops and no bifhaps
proved the fource of freth, bloody, and
cruel contefts. Spiritnal pride, joined to
temporal political maxims, have kept alive
an unceafing rancour in the heurts of thofe
two Proteitant fects, that muit ever keep

G 2 -~ them
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 them afunder, although nothing i gafier ta
 be effe@ted than a union, were 1f ;Pq{’ﬁbl.e
to bring them back to Chriftianity, from
which they have doth {werved 1n principle
and pradtice ; whilft Rome is not 'without
her hopes from thefe divifions, and waits a
favorable conjunture to re-unite them to
the bofom of her church, either by force,
or fraud, or both; ap alarming event!
which poffibly may not be fo far diftant as
fome fondly imagine. But the feuds and '
differences between the Lytherans and Cal-
vmifts hurt the caufe of Thyyf {hill more
deeply; for many of each perfuafion, ob-
ferving theeafy fuccefs of thofe leaders, and
how glorjous and profitable it was go be-
- _come the head, the primum mobile of a fe&k,

deferted again their colours, and fetting up
for themfelves, formed innumerable _/fbdz-
vifions of faith, under various fﬁdfﬁfﬂdfﬂﬂ
denominations; and each leader had his fol-
lowers. Thus old herefies were revived, and
new ones inftituted, and fanaticifm of every
abfurd and extravagant {pecies had-a quick
‘and dangerpus growth; each fet audaci-
oufly affirming, from the fame fcriptures,
that theirs, and theirs only, was the true
orthodox faith, and the right road to falva-
tion: vet, with fuchdo@rines, they brought
e head of 2 good, moral, and pious, but
N ) mifguided
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tifguided Prince, to the block, and over-
tarned the ¢onititution of a kingdom.

81. Such is the whole prefent ftate of
Chriff's church militant here on this weftern
earth; and the above, added to fome before
noted, are the reproachful fatal canfes that
have obftruéted and utterly choked the
univerfal growth and progrefs of the gofpel;
and hence we are urged, by a fpirit of true
benevolence to mankind, to promulge the
following reflettions : |

. 82, During our non-age, we naturally
receive and adopt the notions and principles
inftilled by our parents dnd teachers; but
when man arrives at maturity, he will as
paturally affert his great privilege of reafon,
and think for himfelf. But what muft be
‘the'confufion ard perplexity of his reflec-
tions and ideas, when he begins the necef-
fary inquiry after TRUTH, in fo eflential a
matter as the worfhip of his Gop ? when
he finds, 'we fay (in what is vainly and fal-
lacioufly called a Chriftian country), every
- Chriftian church divided againt itfelf, and
the profeflors of Chriftianity purfuing each
other with concealed 6T open execrations,

~ malice, and all uncharitablenefs, that mif.

guided zeal, terpporal intereited views, op
enthufiaftic page can poflibly dictate. Thug
G4 ~ clrcum,
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circumftanced, @ zbinking being has-no re-
{fource, but erzber totally to abjure Chriftia-
nity, or to endeavour to work out his own
falvation, according to the lights which
pure feripture, and his own unbiafed reafon
affords him, without adhering to any one
Chriftian church or fyftem whatfoever as
now profefled in any part of the world, as
they have cne and all proved defeétive, and
inefficacious to cement the bands of mutual
love, charity, forbearance, and peace a-
mongft men; which relative duties aré,. the
quinteflence, the fine gua non of the gofpel.
difpenfation. But——as the different inter-
pretations of the fame fcriptures have been
the great, the mifchievous caufe of the nu~
merous jarring fects of Chriftians (the leads
ers of each drawing a miffive weapon from’.
the fame text); and as the fatal effecis of
thefe fe¢ts and {chifms in Chriftianity have
been truly diabolical in every inch of Eurcpe
(infomuch that a ftander-by might be well:

.. excufed if he was induced to think the Devil

# himfelf hads been the author of it, in place
of Gop), we muft go farther, and utterly
reject all that has been written by the apo-
files and difciples, and every paraphrafe,
expofition, and vifionary doétrine that has
been tortured from them, excepr the exprefs
declarations and dofirines which fell from: -
the mouth of Chrit himfelf, as they ftand

o recorded
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recorded in the four Gofpels: by thefe let
us abide, be thefe the fandard of our faith,
and theet anchor of our bope, and thefe only.
His Janguage is plain, his words cannot be
mif-interprefed, nor perverted to different
meanings; he fpeaks to the level of every
underftanding, as well as to the heart, and
cannot be mifunderftood. To this it may
be obje@ted by freethinkers, that herein
we are ftill at no certainty that thefe gofpels

~were penned after Chriff’s afcenfion; that

- poffibly thofe his declarations and doctrines
may not have been faithfully recorded ; that
we ftill take them upon truft, &c. To this
we anfwer, and lay our appeal to the doc-
trines themfelves 3 then let every one who

doubts knock at his breaft, and fay, if he

.~ gan, from the convittion of his own heart,
that fuch do&rines, confidered as a fyftem
ef theology and ethics, are not of divine
origin. Let this be the text, and {ceptics
will no longer have exiftence. -

83. Ob Man! Ob Chriftian! *Emperors,
Kings, Princes, Potentates, and Powers;
Rulers, and Leaders, under what{oever de-
nomination of Chriftians you have conti-
nued to difgrace thofe originally refpectable

- names, whether Papift or Proteftant, Lu-
~theran or Calvinift, &c. &c. no longer fuf-

fér to be feverally applied to you that pre-
| ~diction
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diction which Clrifz applied to the barden-
ed Jews, réfpeting his perfecuted apoftles,
"« Yea, the time cometh, that whofuévcr
<< billeth Yoty will think he doeth God fer-
‘< vlce, -—-no longer, we fay, adopt fuch
an impious dorine and {uppofition (for
herein you are worfe than the Fews, for
you prefend to believe in Chrift and his
do&rines, which they did not) but muta-
ally labor to te-eftablifh peace on earth, and
harmony in heaven, by reftoring- once more
the true {pirit of thofe primitive truths, .
which were, as the firft and loft g‘rﬁﬂf of
Gonp, delivered to you at your creation ofi-
gmally by Birmam, and fubfequently by
CuRIST, the one and the fame individual, firft
begotten of the Father, as before fuggefted,
Our candid teadet will now {ee the neceflity
we were under of analifing the modern Chis-
Stian tenets and pradtice, and of ex ﬁﬁng the
fatal innovations that brought it ﬁrﬂ: 1Htd
dlfreputf: and that ftill continue to obftruct
its univerfality : we are fenfible that we
hereby lay ourfelves open to the cenfure of
fuperficial thinkers, who will be ready e-
nough, although un_]u{’cly, to accufe us of -
Dez/m accordmg to the common accepta-
tion of the phrafe; but as we think we
Lave as indifputable a right as Dr. Clarke
or others, to txtend or rriw., a new fignifica-
tion to the word Desf?, fo WE pronounce,

that -
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that-a man may, with ftri propriety, be
an orthodox Chriflian Deiff ; that is, that he
may, cafyf/iem‘{y, have a firm faith in #be
umiy of the Godbead, and in the pure and or:-
ginal doélrines of Chriff. 1n this fenfe alone
we glory in avowing ourfelf—A CHRISTIAN
DEisT.

84. Having thus fubmitted to onr intelli-
gent readers all that we thought neceflary
~ to the elucidation of our Firft General
Head, to wit, the exiftence, the rebellion,
the expulfion and punithment of the apa-
ftate angels, according to the minute hifto- -
I'K of that great and fatal event, given 1n
the Chartab Bhade of Bramab, from which
all antiquity borrowed their conceptions of
this effential piece of knowledge, and which
alfo ftands confirmed by the gofpel-difpen-
fation; and having likewife, occafionally,
as we purpofed, drawn fome (we hope)
ufeful and moft neceflary conclufions and
doCrines, from the comparifon between
thcfe two divine fcriptures, tle courfe of
our purfuit leads us to the inveftigation of
our Second General Head, ¢ The creation of
““ the univerfe, for the reception and refi-
¢ dence of the expelled angels, after their
““ emerging from the Onderab, or place of
¢ sntenfe darknefs, into which they had been

3 ¢ precipi-

-~
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“ precipitated, upon their expulfion from
“ heaven.” S

‘Seconp GeNErRaL Heabp.

85. The eternity, or non.eternity of
matter (a queftion which exercifed. the
brains of Plato, Arifietle, Epicurus, .and
others of the ancients and moderns to little
purpofe), is a fubje, the difcuflion. of
which would be foreign to our defign; bug

_the eternity of the wor/d, which fome phis,

lofophers have held as a principle dedfc;d
from the pofition of the eternity of matter,
is furely one of the greateft, of the moft
daring, and ‘inconfiflent extravagancies of
the ancients; a conclufion, that is neither
fupported by found philofophy, reafon, or
probability. Nor is it lefs extravagant in
man, to {uppofe, that this world, and all
that is in it, was made for him ; thatis, if

- we confider him in the light in which he

{eems (by the whole tenor of his aCtions) to
view himfelf, the mufhroom of a day. And
indeed it thould alfo feem, that man, from
his blind and thoughtlefs eftimation of the
world, was likewife perfetly convinced,
that he himfelf was made only for 1t. With
this grovelling*conception of his nature and

origin,
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origin, it is no wonder that his purfuits
thould be adequate, and difgrace his intel-
lectual faculties. Man is a free agent, and
may fay whatfoever he pleafes to amufe hin-
felf; he may plume himfelf in afferting the
immortality of his foul, his fuperior form,
and intelleCtual powers, in comparifon with
the reft of the animal creation: he may 2/f6
Jay, that he looks up to a life beyond this,
a-fotpse life of rewards and punifhments ;—
but we maintain againft him, that he-nei-
ther defieves the one or the other ;™ fa@s
ftare him in the face and refute him, his
daily practice contradit his words,* and
prove his attachments and views are folel
limited to, and circum{cribed by the folici-
tudes and fenfual indulgences of zbis world,
which, with all its annexed appurtenances,
he arrogantly and prefumptuoufly conceits
was made for his ufe and—abufe. Strange
and irrational conceit, for a being thus cir-
cumftanced!

86. In combating and difayowing the
pofiibility of man’s firm faith in the primi-.
tive truths juft aboveffpeciﬁed;/ée think we
pay the higheft, the moft favorable com-
plimentand conftruction to his underftand-
ing and condud®, that is in our power; for
if he really and truly befieves, and ferioufly
thinks himfelf entitled to hold that fuperior

rank
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rank in the. fcale of terreftrial beings, by
virtue of his fuperior intellectual powers and
faculties, and ftill degrades and debafes him-
felf, by the perverfion of thofe bleflings, bew
low the level of the brute; fo much the
more deplorable s his ftate: nonbelief afe
fords fome plea, as faith is nat always withe
in the compafs of our reach; but to fay we
truely believe, and ftill perfift in evil, leaves
us without excufe : £ercfor¢: we repeat,
that our judgment is more favorable to mar;,
when we pronounce, He does mot Baliews;
than to fay hedoes; and the only apologg
that can be framed for him, either in-the
one cafe, or the other, is the ignorance he
ftands in of Ais real fate an earth, and the
nature of his relative obligations as waen,
which we now purpefe to elucidate, for:bis
prefent benefit, and his future felicity. In
the profecation of this our benevolent pur- .
fuit, we again invoke the afliftance of that
Being, WHO CAN ALONE ENLIGHTEN us,

3-87. We have fhewn, that man cannot
rationally or confiltently flatter himfelf, that
this world was made for him only, upon
the footing of his commonly fuppofed exift-
ence. In trath, did not a vain pride and
partiality obfcure his reafon and his optics, -
he would perceive, that the world was made

for the fly, as much as for him ; the for-
mer
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mer poffefling every fenfual enjoyment fuit-
ed 1o his rank in the fcale of beings, in as
fall perfe@ion as mere man can boaft of :
but if he extends his profpe&, looks
higher, and conceives of himfelf, as he truly
is (according to the fcriptures of Bramab )
one of thofe very identical ceeleftial {pirits
that were banifled heaven, he may then ereét
his head, and without offence either to
mod;ﬂy or probability, think the world, and
every comfortable production of ‘it, - was
made ﬁr bim, as moft aﬁ'urcd]y it was,
Here we difcover a moft noble caufe, wor-
thy of TnE ETernaL ONE, for fo flupen- -
dous a creation, as that of the upiverfal
planetary f{yftem: the angels had finned,
they were degraded, they were fallen; but
—ftill they were angels, and 1mm0rtal'
and had borne a glorious rank in heaven |
and 1t affords the higheft illuftration of
Gods mercy, that when he was moved to
mitigate their punﬂhment, and give them
an opportunity of regaining their loft feats
In a flate of probation ; that he, with fuch
“infinite powers and wifdom fhould conftru&t”
fo wonderful an edifice as this world for
their reception and refidence, befitting a
race of cceleftials, although in a ftate of de-
gradation ; for fuch undoubtedly was the
face of the commonly called antediluvian

] carth,
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carth, when a fecond defe@ion made Tur
rTERNAL ONE juftly determine it was too
good for them; and was provoked to leave
it at the deluge, or fome other equally
tremendous thock, as we now find it, ™"

88. How the angelic beings, deftined to
inhabit the other regions or planets of the
- extended univerfe, continued to deferve this
exalted grace of their Creator, or what
changes they may have juftly und@pone,
Gop only knows; but refpeting thig
globe, bad as it is, we may (without

i

~ breach of Chriftian charity) aver, it is

=

-

. abundantly better than we merit ; aﬁd_-ﬂiﬁ‘g‘ﬁ] q

‘it grow worfe and worfe, and lefs comfort-
able, (which appears to have been the cufe
for fome centuries back in every region of
the earth, by remarkable variations of fta-
- fons, frequency of earthquakes, ftorms,
inundations, &c. &c.) ftill the juftice of
God ftands unimpeached, by the .increafe
of fin, and continuance of reprobation. Af-
ter all, in this world of natural evils, ra-
‘tronal mart, if he looked up to his divine
Origin, and moved confiftenitly thereto,

" . might {pin out, in a very comfortable ex-

iltence, bis deflined term of probation, and
{ecurc to himfelf felicity here and hereafter ;
{o that in truth it is no bad world, but as

B (-
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we ourfelves make it {o; and blind, infa-
tuated Man, as if he thought the zatural
evi/s of this world were not f{ufficient,
feems refolved to exert thofe intelletual
powers that were given him for very differ-
cnt purpofes, to make up the deficiency by
the addition of moral ones ; thereby exceed-
ing the meafure of his punithments to a de-
gree that God never intended he fhould {uf-
fer. Bat to illuftrate farther the tenor of
our four laft paragraphs by way of expofi-
tion.on the text of Bramab.

89. Learned philofophers and divines
‘have been deeply puzzled and perplexed,

how to reconcile the juftice of God with
the creation of a rational being out of no-
thing, or from matter, yet {fubject to natu-
ral and moral evils; and apparently, from
every confideration of his exiftence (from
the cradle to the grave viewed under the
moft favorable afpect), placed here in a ftate
of fucceflive punithments which he cannot
potlibly as mere man have deferved, by any
adequate tran(greflion committed during
his prefent ftate of exiftence; for his pu-
nithments comnience with his birth, and
purfue him through infancy, permds during
which neither his corporeal or mental pow-

ers can be fuppofed capable of tranfgrethion
H or
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or fin. ‘Thus the juftice of God muft ever.
ftand arraigned, if the pofition refts there;
but—the very confideration zhat God 15 and
muft be juft, tells us that cannot be the faét;
and that therefore there muft have been a
prior, fome anterior caufe, for fuch (other-
wife unmerited) punithments. But when?
where? The anfwer is obvious and indif~
putable in fome antecedent ftate of the
foul’s exiftence; this truth, natural reafon
and the laws of common juftice conviace us
of, without the affiftance of the mafy texts
of fcripture advanced by the ingenious M.
Berrow to prove the pre-exiflent lapfe of the
buman foul: to which we may add an argu~
ment drawn from the immortality of the
{oul; for if the foul is immortal, and ng-
ceffarily exifts in a feparate ftate after the
d:fiolution of the body, it muft have necef-
{:rily exifted fomewhere before its union to
it, unlefs we fuppofe God is employed.in a
daily, we may fay hourly, creation of fouls;™
an opinion not lefs extravagant than the
fuppofed etgrnity of the world, an opinion
that would ftill leave the jultice of God in
the fame predicament liable to impeach-
ment.

go. Although a pre-exiftent {tate, .a_ﬂ,ff:f
lapfe of the human {foul, are do&trines that
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have been avowed by all antiquity, and by
many learned moderns (fee the authorities
produced by the Reverend Mr. Berrow),
yet 2 difficulty remained of what nature that
ftate and lapfe was? This embarrafiment
can only be accounted for by mankind hav-
ing, in procefs of time, utterly loft the re-
membrance of thofe primitive truths, which
cleatly laid open to him bis real fiate and
#ature, both in his prefent and pre-exiftent
ftate. Some have endeavored to folve the
difficulty, by fuppofing that man was crea-
ted fo fill up the vacant feats in heaven, and
that his lapfe or crime was, Ais wickedly affo-
crating with the apoftate angels, in place of
aiming at the pofieflion of their feats: but
this round-about fuppofition leaves the dif-
ficulty juft where it found it, and gives an
~opemng {till to arraign the juftice of God.
But Mr. George Ihive came moft certainly
~nearer the mark (howfoever he came to hit
it), in pronouncing * that the fouls or fpi-
““ rits of men are the identical apoflate an~
‘““ gels themfelves,” without knéwing that
he was fupported in fuch a conclyfion by the
mdft ancient divine {cripture that had been
delivered to the inhabitants of this globe:
here then we are to lock up for the pre-
exiftent ftate and lapfe of the human foul,
the original fin in the angelicfall, typified
by Msfes in his biftory of the fall of man ;

IH 2 ) and
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and hence is every one * born in fin, the
< children of wrath,” and hence onlyis the
juftice of God reconcilable with his creation
of man at all; a creation, which by this
hypothefis highly exalts and illuftrates, not
only his jusTICE, but his MERCY. -'

91. And here, candid reader, {uffer us,
from the feelings of a general philanthropy
that warms our bofom, to congratulate cur
fellow-creatures upon the reftoration and
recovery of this great, this eflential, this
divine truth, {o long loft to our remems-
brance. A primitive truth, which enlight-
ens mankind with the knowledge of their
real fate, the true relation in which they
{tand towards their God and Creator, and
the relative duties which they owe to the
{pecies in general, from all which they have
deeply and dangeroufly fwerved for a {eries
of ages paft, from ignorance of their origimal
dignity, original fin, and the naturc and
terms of their earthly fojourn: to that igno-

srance alome {and to the ready bent of the
=®aman foul to evil in confequence of it)
muft be afcribed the fmall efficacy which
the preaching and do&rines of Chryf has
had upon the weorld; the feed was good,
but fown in unprofitable ground, and al-
though it was not poflible to inculcate the
neceflary do&riaes of the love of God, and
‘ of
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of our neighbor as ourfelves, in ftronger
terms than Chrift enforced thofe duties;
yet men ftill perfevere in plandering, op-
prefling, perfecuting, and butchering one
another without mercy, in open violation
of all that 1s good or holy. The truth is,
man knew not Mimfelf, nor the relation he
ftood in to his God and neighbor, although,
had he diligently fearched the fciiptures, he
would therein have found full fatisfaction
~in both, either exprefsly, or by plain and
direct 1mplication. David {eems to have
been very clear in his conceptions touching
his own pre-exiftent ftate, as well as that
of his Ifraelites, when he pathetically ad-
drefles his God in thefe words of his xcth
pfalm, ¢ Lord, thou haft been our refuge,
‘““ from one generation to another, before
““ the mountains were brought forth, or even
“ theearthand the world were made.” Now,
as all mankind are unanimous in opinion,
- that there was no creation of beings prior
to the creation of the earth and world {or
the univerfe) but that of the angels, {o it
is plain he could allude 0 no other; the
inference 1s obvious—~Davzd and the Ifrael-
1tes were the apoftate angels, And in truth
that moft remarkable, and feemingly in-
comprehenfible favor and partiality which
God in a2 long feries of evepts manifeftly
thewed to that race of people, can be only.

H 3 accounted
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accounted for, by thelir having been one of
the leaft offending of the angelic tribes,
drawn off from their allegiance, not by the
pride and malice of the heart, but probably
from the influence and impulfes of a divine.
love and friendfhip for fome of the other rg-
volted tribes : thus the {uppoled partial far
wor of God o that people no longer remaing
a charge againft our eternal IMPARTIAL
JupGE, nor that he fhould not have, from
the fame canfe, his chofen and elec? of other
nations. And here we cannot help enter-
ing into a fhort expofiulation with mankind
upon their univerfal evil treatment of that
once favorite people of God, the Fewyh
race, who are the common butt of oppref-
fion in all nations; we brand them with
the epithets of frawdulent and anfamous,
whilit the crucl hardfkips every {late im=
pofes on them, lays them under afatal necef-
fity of perpetriting vices for their own de-
fence and fecurity, and to retaliate in fome
meafure the injuftice they everywhere labor
undcer. Religion and humanity would
think and fay, 1t is enough that they are
outcafls, and f{cattered over the face of the
earth, without rule or domain; let us not
therefore burden them with greater grie-
vances than they can, or than God intend-
ed they fhould, bear:——had thofe whao
profefled themfelves Chriftians, been truly
| - fo,
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Ao, it is more than probable there would
-fiot at this day be one Few exifting in the
- world, But what encouragement can any
of that tribe have to forfake his errors, or
enter into the fold of Chnftianity, when
they fee themfclves from age to age op-
prefled, hunted, and their fubftance de-
voured by the Chriftian wolves of every
ftate, in direct violation of the gofpel they
profefs. Although God has been pleafed
to difperfe them, we are told on good autbo-
rity he has not abandoned them; and we
know not how far the evil treatment
of that people may have been, and ftill
is, one (among{t many others) of the
great caufes of the calamitous figns of
God’s difpleafure, in his fignal vifitations
for a long feries paft to every Chriftian ftate
under one tremendous form or other; for
we think, refpefing the evil ufage of that
forlorn unhappy race, no ftate in Chriften-

dom 1s exempt.

92. Having thus, we truft, *fuccefsfully
thewn to the higheft moral certainty, that
the untverfe was conftru&ed by God for the
reception, refidence, and {uftenance of the
apoftate angelic tribes; and that mankind
are the very identical remains of thofe un-
“purified {pirits, who have mot as yet re-
gained their loft {eats, we haften to the con-
H a4 o <lufion
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clufion of this our Second General Head,
requefting only that our candid read-
er will accompany us in the contem-
plation of that {ublime pi¢ture of the hu-
man f{pecies, as drawn by our great mafter
of reafon and nature, Shakefpeare, from the
mouth of his Hamlet « What a work
¢« js man! how noble in nature! how infi-
¢« pite in faculty! in form and moving how
¢ cxpreflive and admirable! in all like an
«« angel! in comprehenfion like a god!”
—Now fay, reader, can {uch a beingibe
aught lefs than angel? Surely NO, ey A flie
gel he muft be, and an apoftate one, or we
pronounce he 18 nothing. Indeed there
are many movements and emctions of the
buman foul, that are utterly inexplicable
but upon this hypothefis, as, fudden and
inftantaneous violent love, friendfhip, anti-
pathy, diflike, hatred, &c. af firf} fight;
which can only {pring from a {ympathetic
fenfation of the {pirit’s prior knowledge or
intimacy in their angelic pre-exiftent {tate.
One of theegreat comforts of a departing
foul in death, and of thofe that furvive, who
are mutually dear to each other, is the hope,
that their (pirits will foon be re-united, in
a future ftate of lafting blifs, which here is
only imperfect .and’ tranfitory: but fuch
hope 1s obvioufly ili-founded, unlefs ‘built
upon this hypothefis, We hope and pray

for
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fot a refloration {Reftore us, O Lord, that
are penitent)——Whatreltoration? What
can we be reftored to, as man ¢ what as
mere man have we loft ~—~—Nothing; but
as apoftate angels, we have {oft much in-
deed, and may with propriety both hope
and pray for a reftoration, otherwife we
pray and hope for we know not what.
We are told, “ that there is more joy in
¢ heaven for one finner that repenteth,

¢ than for ninety-nine that are juit ;"
what relative concern can the angelic beings
have for man, ?}‘IE?“’:?[}! as fich, that his re-
pentance fhould occafion fuch an extraordi~
nary effet ¢ None furely that with proprie-
ty can be conceived ; but—when we look
up to our hypothefis, and view zbe finner in
the light of one of their brethren reftored,
whom they had realon to fear was cternally
loft to them, fhen the excefs of joy is natu-
ral, and ﬁands well accounted for., Re-
{peCting the wvarious {pecious arguments. .
that have been ftarted againft the pre-exift-
ent ftate and lapfe of the human®{oul, parti-

cularly that of the foul’s not being confrrous

of {uch a ftate, we again refer our readersto

the Jabors of the reverend and ingenious

M:. Berrow, who has fully refuted #hat,

and every other obje&ion that can be raifed

to that dotrine; to whiche we will juft

. add,
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add, that the foul of every thinking being
would be {foon confcious of that great and
eflential truth, if man would be ‘brought
to refietion, and fink decper into bimfelf.”

THIRD GENERAL Hrap.,

93. We are now arrived at our Third
General Head, the Mezempfichofis of Bramab,
fromwhich we have been kept back by fundfy,
yet neceffary digreflions, and difcuffions of
many interefting objects and points of doc«
trine, which ftarted up upon us in our way,
and retarded our {peedier paflage; although
hereby we may appear to fome deferving
the cenfure of prolixity, yet we truft it wil
be acknowledged in the end, that without
them our aim and endeavors would niot have
been attended with thar general utility
which we flatter ourfelves they now affu-
redly will,——Before we {ubmit our own
fentiments to the world on a doérine fo
Little attended to in modern times in this
our hemifphere, it becomes neceffary (to
fave our readers the trouble of turning back
to our fecond part, p. 49, &c.) that we re-
cite the texts of Bramab, who firt, by di-
vine authority, promulged that ancient fy-

| ftem
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ftem . ¢ And TuHE ETernaL Owe
¢ fpake again unto Biffnco, and faid, ¥ will
¢t form mortal bodies for each of the delin-
¢ quent debtab (or angels), which fhall for
¢ g {pace be their prifon and habitation, in
“ the confines of which they fhall be {fubje&
‘¢ to natural evils, in proportion to the de-
““ gree of their original guilt.———"The bo-
“ dies which I fhall prepare for the recep-
‘““ tion of the rebellious debrah, fhall be
“ fubiet to change, decay, death, and re-
¢ newal, from the principles wherewith I
¢¢ {hall form them ; and through thefe mor-
“ tal bodies fhall the delinquent. debzab un-
“ dergo alternately eighty-{even tran{mi-
¢ grations, {ubject more or lefs to the con-
¢« {equences of natural and moral evils, in a
‘¢ jull proportion to the degree of original
¢ guilt, and as their actions through thofe
¢ f{ucceflive forms fhall correfpond with the
“ Jimited powers which 1 {hall anhex fo
«¢« each j——and this fhall be their ftate of
“ punifbment and purgation.—And 1t fhall
¢ be—that (after pafling the gighty-eiﬁ?ht»-
 tranfmigrations) the delinquent deb-
“ fgh, from my more abundant favor,
¢ fhall animate the form of mhurd (man)
“ w——and iz this form, 1 will enlarge thewr
“ intellectual powers, even as when I firft
““ made them free y—and this fhall be theix
¢ chief ftate of TR1AL and ProBATION.”

94. As
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04. As the foregoing do&rine of Bramak
Seems glaringly-to clafh with Mofes’s hiftory
of the creation of man, it is previoufly. ne-
ceflary to account for this feemingly great
difference; for they appear to agree only in
one circumiltance, namely, that man wais
the /aft work of the material and animal
creation. By this difcuflion we purpofe to
avoid the imputation of flighting a feriptural
detail that has for a fuccefiion of ages been
received as orthodox by both Fews and
Chriftians ; a detail, that by being takenli=
terally and mifunderftood, has proved the
fource of many egregious and fatal errors,
highly injurious to God’s juftice and cle-
mency; the moft enormous of which is,
that infatuated belicf, that a race of unmsf-
fending beings thould fland accurfed fot* the
guilt and difobedience of one man and one
wwonan.

g¢. The miffion of Mofes may without
offence be confidered as a.very imperfect.
one, {o defigned by God himfelf; not only
for that it was limited to one tribe of be--
ings particularly favored of God, but alfo
as 1t is totally filent upon all the primitive
truths but one, v7z. THE UNITY OF THE
Gopueap. This divine truth he was {pe-
- cially commiffjoned to declare to his people,
as well to refcue them from the idolatrous

fuperfti-
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fuperftitions of the land he led them from,
as from thofe of the promifed land he was
leading them to. As Mofes was allowed to
be moft profoundly fkilled in all the learn-
ing of the Egyptians, and confequently in
that of the Bramins (which had been per-
verted by thofe Magi, as before fhewn, to
myfterious purpofes), we cannot fuppofe
him to have been ignorant that the ozber
primitive truths had been already revealed,
and: that in fulnefs of time they would be
confirmed to mankind; but he alfo knew
that was a tafk referved for a more exalted
being than himfelf; therefore we are not to

wonder that he is utterly filent on thofe
heads of falvation,

06. Refpe&ting Mofes’s fhort narration
of the creation and fall of man, it fhould
{fecem, if taken literally, to be a matfer fo-
“reign to his commiflion; but on a nearer
view, and confidered as zypical of the ange-
lic fall, it carries a very different and eflen~
tial afpe; and if not typical, it is moft
certainly laughable. We cannot, without
violence to our conceptions of the wifdom
of God, fuppofe, thathe would propagate the
human fpecies by a horrid inceftuous union,
which pure human nature ftarts at, and
which by his Holy Spirit ftads condemned
in-his gofpel- difpenfation; for thus man-

kind

k
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kind muft bave increafed, if propagated aca
cording to the literal fenfe of Mjyfes, from
one man and one woman ; {o that it is felf-
evident he never intended it fhould be taken
literally, but as typical of a prior and much
greater event: nor have we.the fmalleft
doubt but that, in the days he penn’d it,
the allegory was well and commonly under-
ftood by all; and we think we fhall be
able, without much difficulty, to prove to
a demonfiration, by analifing this allegdty,
that it affords the fulleft confirmation of“thé
truth of the Bramanical doftrines of the
creation of man, that man can be no othes
than the apoftate angels, and that the Me-
templychofis is a well-founded truth, ne- .
ceflarily refulting from thefe premifes ; and

we fhall alfo thew, that Mofes was well ac-.

quainted with thofe dottrines; nay it is more
than ‘Probable that he himfelf was the very
identical {pirit, fele¢ted and deputedin anear-
lier age, to deliver thofe truths free from al--
legory, under the ftile and title of Bramab,
as before mtimated. Buot to our proof,
from Mofes’s narrative. | .

97. Lve is beguiled by the ferpent, the

eats, and tempts Adam to do the like,’and -
thereby both become guilty of the fin of
d:{obedience againft an exprefs law and or-
der of their God and Creator: Saefar 1s

| tempted
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tempted by Evi/, the affociate of bis bofom.
The firpent reprefents the infidious arguments
and wﬂesof Satantoengage the angelic tribes
to become affociates in his revolt and rebel-
lion, which it may be very naturally fup-
pofed were fimilar to thofe made ufe of by the
Sferpent to Ewe.  Paradife marks the beauty
of the original earth, and the garden of
Eden is the {ymbol of heaven; Adam and
Ewe for their difobedience are driven out of
- Bden, and Satan and bis affociates are ba-
nifhed from heaven for their rebellion. The
gates of Eden are thut, and guarded on
every fide by angelic powers, to prevent
the re-entrance of Adam and Eve and their
pofterity ; the heavenly regions are impervi-
ous to Safan and his confederates. The
curfe of {orrow, labor, and death, are ens
tailed ypon Adam and Ew and; then' pafteri-
ty ; wherein is ﬁguratwely (hewn thige
ginal fentence, doom, and punithmefit of
the apoftate angels in their mortal fojourn on
carth. Mofes introduces God curfing the
ground for their fakes, allufive of the change
brought about in this globe at the deluge,
&c. eccafioned by the fecond defection of the
apoftate angels in their ftate of probation.
The brutes being the clder brothers of the
creation, and prior to the formation of man
(the doé‘trme both of Bramab and Mzfes),

5 fhews
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fhews them to have been a preparatory crea«
tion for future .purpofes’s and Mofes tacitly
coinaides with Bramab as to the intended
ufe of this prior animal creation ; otherwife
man, who is evidently fuperior in form and
antellet, would, upon arational fuppofitios,
have been the firft obje& of all 2animal crea-
tion. God’s being faid by Mpfes to have.
“breathed the breath of life into all his ariimal
creation, 1s a happy figurative illuftration of
that paflage in tbe Shaftab (part 2. pagiago),
where ‘“ the ETERNAL OnE fpake again,
‘¢ and faid Do thou Birmau (thefirft
“ created, the Chrift), arrayed in my glo=
“ ry, and armed with my power, defcend <
““ to the lowelt boboon (region) of puanifths
“ ment and purgation, and make kpown
% to the rebellious debtah the words- that I
¢ have uttered, and the decrees which I
hgwe pronounced againft them, and fee
- % tBat they enter into the bodies that I buwe
¢ prepared for them. And Birmab {iocod-
¢ before the throne and faid, ETERNAL
¢ One, 1 have done as thou baft com-
“ manded —The delinquent debtab rejoicein
‘¢ thy mercy, confefs the juftice of thy de-
¢ crees, avow their forrow and repentance,.
¢ and bave entered into the mortal: badies”

#* whick thou baft prepared for them.” :
98 . ’fhc
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- .98. The perfonages which Mo/es calls by
| t{he names of Abel and Cain, faid to be the
“immediate defcendantfof Adam and Eve, ara
‘obvioufly types of good and evil, or vice and
virtue, that were to guide and govern the
actions of the human fpecies, in the courfe
of their trial, fromm generation to genetation.
In the murder of Abe/ by Cain, Mofes pro-
phetically points oat (what his knowledge
of the race then made clear to him), that
ree would totally fubdue and 'deﬁrbyi"vi?a
tue; a prediCtion that is now, we fear,
very near being accomplithed, as (he may
be too truly faid to be at the /2 gafp, and
on the verge of expiring. By fin, our fcrip-
*tures fay, death entered into the world, that
is by the fin of Satan, not of Adam (vide
the Rev. Mr. Berrow), and as in Sad¥
'gr;atﬂ in Adam}, all men die, that js, are
ubjeted by fenténce to death, fo itlBri?
(deftined toconfirm to mankind the pAMr#se *
triths of falvation) thall all be made alive,
‘¢ a confummation devoutly to be wifhéd,”
but of which we have yet #o figns or tokens.
Why Mofes has made woman the fubftitute
of evil, 1s not very clear, unlefs from his
. profound wifdom and knowledge of haman
“iature, we fuppofe he had obferved, that
no obje¢t had {o powerful an influence to
feduce man from his duty and allegiance,
as woman; and from thencé he poflibly
| | thought
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thought her the fitteft fymibal he could ufe
on that occafion, without (we dare fay) in-
tending it thould be taken as 2 geperal re-
fleticn upon the fex. R
 g9. It is here worth ﬁﬁﬁﬂfy that _the
creation and propagation of the human fgin -
according to the feriptures of Bramab, dre
clogged with no difficulties, 2o /udicrous-un-
intclligible  circumflances or inconfiflencies.
Gop previoully conftructs mortal’ bodies of
‘both fexes, for the reception of,ihéagiétic |
fpirits proportioned to their number, which .
were to animate or give life to thoféﬁ?__@s%ta :
inamimate machines, and thefe were éﬁ "'
doomed, without exception, to pafs thiou
_maany fucceflive tranfmigrations in;* thete
“mortal prifons, as aftate of punithment and
| tmn, before they received thc_,gr;_ic;f:fbf
. arigeating the human form, which was to
be-their chief ftate of probation and trigl:
thus it is rationally fuppofed, that multi-
tudes of them might arrive at the famé pe-
riod to that fuperior degree; and that male
and female forms, by the infantaneous fiat
of the De1Ty, were ready for their recep-
‘tion.  'Thus the propagation of the {peciog
Wocos naturally on, as well as that of the
ther animal forms, Refpecing the nim-
ber of angelic beings firlt created by _tﬂn, 1;
the {criptures of Lramab, the OId Tefta-
ment,:
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ment, and Chrif, are filent, confining
themfelves to the fat only; but if we form
our calcalation and judgment upon the
multitude of organized mortal bodics in the
world, we muft conclude the original crea-
tion to bave been amazingly immenfe!
when we fuppole, that only ‘a portion of
them rebelled, ufually fuppofed (but upon
what foundation we know not) to haye
been about one third. Be this as it may,
it 3s a {peculative point of little import to
us, it being as eafy to Ompi potence to create
tany hundred thoufands of millions as
one. -
* |
- 100. We now flatter ourfelves that we
have fully proved, to the conviion and fa«
tistaltion of our intelligent and unpreju-
diced reader, that Mojes’s hiftory.of th $§va-
2iom and fall of man, was purely typoeal of -
tie angelie fall, and made ufe of by him j#-
guratively to denote that great and prior
event with its fatal confequences; and at
the. fame time to point out tbe fecond defec-
ton of thofe unhappy delinguents, after
they had been placed by the grace and favor
of Gop in a fufferable probationary {tate,
beyond their merits or juft expectation : als
fo to give a ufeful and neceflary admonition
to his people, that temptation was no plea
Iz for
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Jor fin and difobedience. As to the actors
Mofes employs, under the denominations of
Adam, Ewve, Cain, and Abel, itis plain they
never hadany realperfonal exifience; itis there-
fore evident that zbe creation of man, accor-
ding to the fcriptures of Bramab, is the
only real and original one; and that man
was not, as fome have advanced, coeval
with the angelic creation, but fubfequent to
their fall. Mofes appears to us to have had
an under plot (if we may be allowed the
expreflion), in the circumftantial hiftory he
gives of the defcendants of his fuppofed
Adam and Eve; he politically faw, that for
the prefervation of the religion and moral#
of his people, it was abfolutely neceflary to

.keep them a feparate nation as much as pof-
fible; to effect this he thought nothing
would more powerfully conduce than rai-

LTy

- fingthe ideas of their own dignity,. put in
comparifon with the nations around them ;
they already had ftupendous proofs of their
being a chofen race peculiarly favored of
Gob, and Moafes traces their genealogy toas
diftant a root as poffible, and carries it up
to his typical creation of the firlt man and
woman: thofe who know what influgnce
this vanity of zhe antiquity of nations has in
modern times, will applaud the fagacity of
Moyjes. And here we cannot help regretting

that he has not left us his opinion of zbe ag¢

of
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of the umiverfe; he has left it pretty clear,
that the creation of #bat and man were
nearly coeval, but there he has left both
to exercile our fruitlefs guefles. On this
fubject we will only add, that the ancients
may bave exaggerated, but he that dreams
with the moderns, that the world is not yet
fix thoufand years old, may very eafily ac-
quire faith {ufficient to believe the grofleft
of abfurdities, or, with fome of the ancient
philofophers, that the heavens arg made of
brafs oriron. Having fulfilled our engage.
ment refpecting that ancient typical Mo/aic
hiftory of the creation and fall of man, we
proceed with our {ubject.

101. We have feen a noble and exalted
caufe for the formation of the material uni="
verfe, in which we behold man placed in
the fupreme degree over all animated ghor-
tal beings; but—ftill we obferve many my-
rtads of thofe beings, formed with no lefs
ftupendous wifdom and art, and endued
(although in an inferior proportion) with
the fame rational intelligent faculties as
himfelf, concerning whom we feem to be
utterly at a lofs; nor is there any abftrufe
point, in which the learned of all ages have-
been more divided than touching the ftate
and nature of the brute creation. The pride
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of man thudders at claffing them with him~
felf, yet his confcious reafon, on refleftion,
in fpite of himfelf, checks his prefumption,
Thus the inimitable and philofophic Prior
{weetly fings to our. purpole:

«« By what immediate caufe tbey are inchr’d,

« Jn many ats, ’tis hard 1 own to find;

« [ fee in others, or I think 1 {ee,

< That ftrong rheir principles and ours agree :

« Evil, like us they fhun, and covet good,

¢¢ Abhor the poifon, and receive the food 3

¢« Tike us they love or hate, like us they know,

¢« To joy the friend, or grapple with thefoe;

¢« With feeming thought, their actions they

“ gntend, | | | c

And ufe the means proportion’d to the end;

Then vainly the philofopher avers,

That rcafon guides our deeds, and inftinct
A theirs ; | B

« How can we juftly different canfes frame?

«« When 2be effects intirely are the fame;

¢¢ Inftinf? and reafon how can we divide ?—

# >Tis the fool's ignorance, and the pedant’s pride.”.

4

™

14

14

102. It is amufing to trace the different
and bewildered fentiments of mankind on
this fubjet; butif 1t was m‘berwg'/é, yet it
is neceflary to the execution of our plan.—
The Cartefians maintain that brutes have no
intelligent foul, but are mere machines, and

unfeelng pieces of clock-work ; and indeed,

7 by



(113 Y

by the treatment they receive in the workd,
1t thould feem that mankind in general
were difciples to that inhuman and itapid
doltrine :=—However Mefl. Ywor and Bousi-
let refute the Cartefian hypothefis, by ma-
fterly indifputable philofophic arguments,
and prove that brutes have a rational in-
telligent foul, and then—Ileave that foul to
perith with the body. Some have imagined
the fou/s of brutes to be material; flat non-
fenfe in Zerwns, as well as in phslofoply,
Arifiotle, who fuppofed the fouls of brutes
to be fubflantial forms, is not a whit more
intelligible.  Cicero, who, great as he was,
pofiefied 2 portion of that pride and vanity
which flefh is heir to, made no fmall con-
ceflion, when he fays, ‘¢ In levery effence
““ that is not fimple, but compounded of
““ paris, there mult be {ome predominant
“ quality; in man ’tis reqfon, in brutes it
“ AS———fomething like it.” A late perform-
ance,  faid to be a tranflation from the
French, makes all anunal life, not man ex-
cepted, a feuw D'Efpriz; or an amufement
of the Deity, and for no other end or pur-
pofe. Thus brutes reafon upon brutes,
fays Foltarre. Another well-intended and
ingenious late performance gives to the fouls
of brutes immortality, and a future lite of
rewards and punithments, and takes its
Pmofs fram f{cripture, but 18 vtterly at a
' I - lofs
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lofs to account for the predicament in which
they ftand on carth, liable as they are zo
mifery, without the authors being able to
conceive by what mode of tranfgreflion they
could poflibly deferve it; touching which
we hope to fatisfy his doubts and curiofity.
Another divine, in a late treatife upon the
general deluge, boldly cuts the matter thort
at one ftroke, as Alexander did the Gordian
knot. He fuppofes, ¢ that as the brute
¢ creation was made folely for man’s ule,
¢ and that when they could be of no fur-
¢« ther fervice fo bim, they became ufelefs in
¢« the creation, and fuffered as matter in the
¢ general dcluge, and it became requifite
« they fhould perifh together—as it cannot
+¢ pe fuppofed they were punithed on their
¢ gaun account.’—Here, reader, you have
a choice fpecimen of clofe reafoning exhi-
bited-to you; and a flriking inftance of God’s
juftice and clemency ! delivered by a fervant
of the Most Hicu !—Montaigne thinks
more honorably eof the brute creation ;
«« What kind of fufficiency,” fays he, ¢ 1S
¢« there in us, which we do not obferve 1n
¢« the operations of the animals ?” To which
he afcribes deliberation, thought, and con-
clufion; and from thence gives the fuperio-
rity to beafts over man, infomuch as the
works of nature excel thofe of art. e goes
further, and pronounces the animals free

agents,
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agents, as well as mankind ;—* I {ay there-
« fore, that there is no appearance of rea-
¢« {on to fuppole that the beafts fhould, by
¢ a natural and forced inclination (inﬂin&),
 do the fame things that we do by our
“ choice and endeavor; we ought from Zie
<« effects to conclude Z.uée faculties, and from
¢ richer effelts, richer faculties; and by con-
«“ fequence to confefs, that ¢bis fame reafon,
 this fame method by which we operate, is
¢« common alfo to the animals, or fome
¢« other zhat is better.” The whole rea-
foning on this fubjet of that acute but ir-
regular writer, is worth perufal, as it lies
{cattered through his apology for his learn-
ed friend Raymond de Sobonde. 'This indu-
ftrious author feems quite clear as to the
pre—exiﬁent ftate of the human f{oul:
““ Death,” fays he, *“is the beginning of
““ another life; fo did we weep, and fo-
¢« much did it coft us, 7o enter into this;
st and fo did we put off our former wveil,
¢ when we entered the prefent ftate.” And
by the courfe of his reafoning jnft above re-
ferred to, it thould al{o {eem, that he favored
the fame opinion of the brute foul, as well
as the doctrine of the Metempfychofis.—
Our learned and philofophic Baxzer (in his
Treatife of the Nature of the Soul), after
proviag that the foul neceffarily lives after
its feparation from the body, proceeds and

adds,



( 122 )

adds,~f¢ As man 152 being compounded of
‘< [prit and muatter, the /laff an mmpeding
“ and obftruting caufe on the altivity and
< perfection of reafoning in the fir/l, as the
« the miniftering organs of the Zg/f may
« happen to be maimed, defetive, or dif-
« grdered; and as afeparation of the union
% leaves the firfi difengaged and at hiberty,
¢ it is a rational {uppofition, that either the
¢« foul is in an abfolute {tate of {eparation
¢« from gl maticr; or (when it {hall pleafe
“ our infinitely wife Creator) se-unmited to
¢ matter of a more fevorable kind, that
¢ {hall be lefs obftructive to our immateriak
“ powers.—Omnipoience admits of no h-
¢« mitation, fouls may be united to fyftems
< of matter, according to the purpofes of
« infinite wifdom, that will be vaflly mere
¢ advantageous, and the union with them
- «¢ mere pleafing, than with our prefent bo-
‘¢ dies; our prefent union being equally -
¢ conceivable, although we cannot but be
¢ confcions of the fa&, however unac-
¢« countable by our limited conceptions.”»—
Again, “ Men who bold the immatenality
“ of the foul, need not be embarrafied how
“ to difpofe of the zmmaterial fouls of
“ bru:es, or be concerned what powers they
““ may have after the diffolution of their
t« bodies, but leave all: to the Being that
¢« made them.”’—=*¢ It 18 to be oblerved,

¥ thﬁiﬁ;
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s¢ ‘that the adtivity of the human foul 15 of
¢« ¢wo kinds, that which is exerted in the
« fpontapeons moving the limbs, and that
f¢ power whereby we turn back our percep-
““ tive capacity to our paft perceptions, lo
‘¢ a5 to compare them together: the per-
« ceptivity alfo of it is twofold, for it is
¢ percipient of the action of matter upon
« jtfelf, and percipient of its own internal
« gperation in thinking, Brutes have the
¢« firft of thefe powers, but want the fecond
“ gltogether, which conftitutes the drffzuc-
¢« fion between man and beaft; they who
¢ run the parallel between the human foul
¢« and that of the brutes farther, iuppole
¢« fti}l the fame powers in both. But furely
““ rationality mutt be found in fome powers
¢« which the brutes as fuch have not. This
¢ argument thercfore docs not prove the
“ adtivity of the brute foul when feparat-
“ ed althouph, if any one could prove if,
@ e would do no differvice perbaps to philo-
“ fopby.” Again, “ It is felf-evident, that
* the wide-cxtended univerfe, though
““ firetched beyond imagination, with all
« the wonders of wifdom and power 1n i,
“ is folely defigned for the fake of intelh-
“ gent beings, 7o train them up for a ra-
¢ tional eternity.”—That the general fenu-
ments of this truly pious and learned divine
{upport the probabledottrme of the Metemp-
b fycholis
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fychofis is fo plain, it hardly needs point-
ing out to the obferving reader; therefore
we thall only add, that if #be aéf of dream-
ing proves (as he afferts it does) the feparate
exiftence and a&ive percipient powers of
the human foul, after the diffolution of the
body, it equally proves the brute fouls to be
endued with the fame powers—for undoubt-
edly—they dream. Unwilling as we are
upon any occafion to diffent from the rea-
{foning of this truly great and good man, yet
we find ourfelves under that neceflity, when
he fays, “ the human foul is form’d at firft
«« without knowledge or experience, but
¢ hath the power of attaining both.———
¢ Brutes are incapable of improvement, fi-
¢« nifhed in their fpecific perfetlion all af
“ gnce.” So ftrange a pofition as the fore-
going, could proceed only from non-atten-
tion to the progrefs of the intelligent facul-
ties in both fpecies from their ftate of infan-
cy, or—from thofe feelings of human pride
that will fpring up in the belt heart, when
the qupofcd dignity of his fuperior nature1s
brought into competition.~—The fentiments
of the ingenious Mr. Berrow ({0 often re-
ferred to) upon the brute creation, may be
clearly gathered from his own words, which
we fhall prefent to our readers, as a curious
and uncommon {pecimen of wnpreudiced
reafowing in a Chriftian divine.———<¢ If it
| « thould
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« fhould be urged, that the afligning {oals
¢ to one part of the brute creation, will re-
‘< duce us to the neceffity of fuppofing the
«¢ [ike to atuate the moft minute fpecies of
¢ vyital natare alfo; I thall only remind the
“¢ {peculative and philofophic part of man-
¢« kind, that there is difcernible, by the
¢ microfcopic eye, as exquifite a due pro-
¢ portioned difpofition of organs, fibres,
« &c. (the more amazing in proportion ag
‘¢ they are more minute) in the one as in
¢¢ the other That, again, the foul has
‘¢ the power of felf-contrattion, to an mfi-
“ niteffimal degree, as well as that of fe/f-
“ dilatation——That fuppofing, in the next
¢¢ place, every organized body, as well in
¢* the brute as in the rational, to be an al-
s¢ lotted femporary prifon for a pre-delinquent
¢« {oul [an hypothefis, than whick there can-
“ ot 1 think be one more rational), it is eafy
*¢ to conceive how and why fime may be
* made here prifoners more at large as we
«* fay, and entrufted with privileges and
« faculties more numerous, extenfive, and
« exalted than others: and that, laftly, it
“ is impofible to fay into how many differ-
< ent kinds of vehicles a _foul may tranfmi-
¢ grate, ere \ts plaflic faculty be rcined
¢« enough to inform one, wherein to perform
¢« the fun@&ions of an ntellicent and rational

“« life,”

A
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¢ Jife.”—Here we fee a learned divine,
to the honor of the church of Emgland,
fcruples not to avouch, without referve, one
moift material part of Bramab’s doltrive of
the Metempfychofis; and it is a pity he
was not further enlightened ; he then would
not {with many others of the learned) have
been drove to the fubterfuge of making a
new creation to animate and actuate all
mortal forms, when there were a race of
angche delinguent beings ready made to his
hands,———Having thus thrown together,
under one. paragraph, the different fenti-
ments of mankind touching the ftate and
mature of the brute creation, we wil next
proceed to confider ther ufe, and the intent
of their creation; a matter in which we
fhall not find mankind fo much divided,
but on the contrary (the bulk of ;thsm at
leafl) pretty unanunuus _

103. Man’s prefumption 1a fuppﬂﬁng
the brute creation was intended folely for bis
ufe, may be afcribed to two caufes: the firft
his pride, or natural unbounded #burff of
power ; an intelleCtual faculty he picked not
up here, but brought with him from abeve,
from his pre-exiftent angelic ftate : there it
had proved his bane, and here, having not

immediately the governing powers of hea-
ven
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ven to combat againft, to keep his ruling
paffion in altion, he exercies it, not only
on the unoffending brute creation, but on
his own fpecies. The fecond caufe we
confider as a plea and fantion taken from
the 26th verfe of the firft chapter of Gexefs,
whcrf: Mofes fays, that < God faid, Let us
¢ make man in our image, after our like-

s« nels; and & them bave deminion over the
¢ fith of the fea, and over the fowl of the
« air, and over the cattle, and over all the
 earth, and over every creeping thing that
* creepeth upon the earth.” To com-
bat the fr/? caufe, would prove a labor
truly Herculean, without the fmaleft chance
- of vi@ory, and therefore we avoid the bat-
tle; and touching the fecond, we might
avaﬂ ourfelves of the demonftrative pmafs
already ftated, that the Mpfa:c hiftory of
the creation of terreftrial animals-was pure-
ly typical; but we will wave that juft pri-
vilege, and examine the facl, as it literally
ftands; premifing, that man has no right
to chufe his texts, but if he thinks to be=~
nefit himfelf 4y one, he ought to acknow-
lcdge the force and efficacy of anotber, and
abide with equal ftrictnefs by both; that he
has not preferved this equity towards a more
exprefs diftate of this {criptare is certain;
for, verfe 2gth cf the fame chapter, « God
‘“ {ad (to man), DBchold, I have given you
““ every
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< every berb bearing feed, which is upon
¢t the face of all the earth, and every Zree,
¢ in the which is the fruit of a tree, yield-
“ ing feed: to you it fhall be for meat.”
Which words convey a palpable although
tacit interdiGion of all other food: but more
of this hereafter, when we have no doubt
of proving indifputably that the breach of
this pofitive injunction, or rather this firff
Jiw of nature, has been one of the great, if
not chief fource of phyfical as well as moral
evil. We now return to our more imine-
diate fubjelt.

104. That the brute creation was defigns
ed to be {fubfervient to, or made for the ulé
of man, is a conceit incompatible not only
with the juftice of God, but allo his wil=
dom; and that, therefore, the ufurped
{fenfe of the phrafe, ¢ Let them have do-
¢ minion,” (on which fo much firefs has
been laid) 1s not well-founded, and im=<
plies only, Let them have pre-eniinences
predominance, fuperiority, 1n intelleitual
Jaculties gver the reft of the animal creation.
Thus Bramab, * And in this form I will
«« enlarge their intelleCtual powers, even as
¢« when I firt made them free.” In this
fenfe only can the above phrafe be poffibly
underftood, for the following reafons : firfd,
Mofes nowhere intimates, that the brute

creagon
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cWpdtion was made for the ufe of man. Se-
condly, the very fmall proportion of zhe
avhole he has been able to reduce under his
domin:on, and even that modicum not {ub-
dued,~but by the cxertion, or rather per-
verfiofi of thofe fupcricr sntelleéinal faculties
into craft and wviolence, which were moft
certainly given him for very different pur-
{uits,  Thirdly, that, {o far from there bew
ing the fimalleft appearance that the animdl
creation was {ubjected ctther to the domiw
nion or fervice of man, according to the
fenf{c that he has wantonly and craelly af-
fumad, that the majority of them, zimoft
to an infinite degree, are obnoxious to him,
and at emniiy with him, and in no wife,
thape, or form, under his rule and domi-
nion. On the contrary, it may be juitly
{aid, that *“ men are more {laves to man,
*¢ than beaits to him.” Fourthly, can it
poflibly be concerved, without dﬁing ViO-
lence to the juflice, goodnefs, and wifdom
of ‘God, that he would inveit man with g
dominion to drve 0uf, at his coprice and plea-
fure, that dreath of iife, which he had for
his wife purpofes {o bountifully breatbed in-
to all his animal creation? for although
Mpfis particularly applies this fublime fen-
tence to Adam-.alone in the 7th verfe of his
2d chapter, In thefe words, < And the Lord
¢ (God created man of the duft of ths

; ¢ ground,



.<¢ ground, and breathed into bis nofirils i
“ breath of life, and man became a living fouls’
yet it is felf-evident, that this operation
and divine infufion of a living {oul or fpir
rit, mult have been, g priori, general to the
whole animal creation.  Fifthly, what idea
muft we form of the wifdom and defigns of
Gop, if we fuppofe that, after his blefling
his animal creation, and laying a pofitive
injunction upon them to sncreafe and multi-
tly and replenifh the earth, he thould, af the:
Jame time, give to man dominion and power
to countera&t his purpofes, by decreafing,
diminifbing, and deftroying them ¢

105. Having thewn above, that we can-
not without violence to God and naturg
conclude, that the brute creation was made
for the ufe-of man, it follows,.that his pre-
tended right of dominion is an ufurpation
over a race of intelligent beings, inmigent,
at leaft, refpe@ing him ; whofe lot 13 this.
world is fofficiently painful and miferable,
without any additional load from man,
Here we will once more give our readers
the {entiments of the Rev. Mr. Berraw, as
{trongly expreffive of our own, and apt to
cur {ubje@. After a pathetic and truly Chri-
ftian-like apoftrophe on that noble animal
the horfe, which is equally applicable “to
gvery other animal under man’s tyranny,
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h# fubjoins,——< But wherefore all this
<« wretchednefs ?—wherefore all thefe ago-
« nizing pains and miferies heaped on an
< helplefs offspring of divine providence f
#"are they not flefth and blood#” ( Have
they mot their REAL grievances and appre~
benfions 2) ¢ Do they not, as well as we,
¢« know what forrow means? were they
« brought into a fenfbie exiffence for nothing
¢« but he fervice, or rather to gratify the
¢ pride, the wantonnefs, the cruelty of
«'man'? fhall one being be created, even
«¢ under the bare poflibility of being made
«« miferable, folely for the ufé or pleafure of
¢ another ? f.ord, what is man? or
¢« rather, what are not brutes ¢” “« The
« fudians alk, if brutes have not fouls? if
¢t pot, then, fay they, matter thinks. Ci-
« coro fays, < That God himfelf is the {oul
«« of brates;” therefore, fays the Indian,
¢ fhall they be fonnd fuffering without a
W cayse, or without a recompence 2”
Sarely no; the do&rine of the Metempfy-
chofis alone points out the caufe *or their fuf-
fering natural evils, and at the fame time

thews the promifed recompence. |

106. Notwithftanding all that has been
(iid, we fee it will be ftill objected to us,
that Mofes, in the controverted phrafc be-

fore us (¢ Let them have dominion”), muft
K 2 have
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have meant therebv abfolute dominiongnd
unaccountable rule, or he would not, in his
law to the Fleorcews, have devoted the ani-
mal creotion to the fubje€tion of man, in
the various facrifices «f them inftituted by
the law. To which we fay, that thofe
cruel facrifices were {ubfequently condemn-
cd and difcountenanced, as -barbarous .and
inefircacious, both by Gop and Curisr ;
and we may fairly lay it down as-dn incon-
teftabic principle, that any 2a& which Gop
and Cur1sT have at any one time. proncan-
ced cv, could never have been good ; and
therefore, that Mofes, in that inflitute, de-
viated from the commiffion he had received
from Gop, as he did unwarily in other
particulars, which drew on him the difplea-
ture of his Creator, and deprived him of
the premifed felicity of fettling his people
in the land to which he was appointed to
conduct them. Nor does it at all appear
difficalt to point out the caufes that led
Mofes into this error 1 he knew that -their
appetites had for-a long feries of - ages
been vitiated by the tafte of animal food ;
he hoped to reclaim them from it, by fhew-
ing them, 1o the 29th verfe of the firft
cacpicr of Genefis beiore recited, that that
was 5ot thelr oniginally deftined meat, and
tizat by the ufe of animal food they had di-
greficd irom thcir primitive nature, and had

tran{-
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traglgreficd againtt #£e very firff law of their
Maker ; but——very foon finding every ad-
monition of the kind was loft upon them,
he weakly thought it might prove in fome
fort an extenuation of thefe common murders,
and a kind of fan&ification of them, by in-
troducing them -as part of their religious-
worfhip. To this he probably had a further
interefting and pious motive; he could not
- but remark the depravity of, and the ftrong
bent in his people towards the fuperftitious
warﬂnp, A{aerifices and Jd{)lames of the
Egyptians, Chaldeans, Tyrians, Canaanites,
&c. amenght whom he knew that buman fa-
crifices were as common as thofe of the brute
“creation ; therefore, to guard his people |
againft a” greater evil, he inftituted, as he
vainly imagined, @ /efs; not adverting that
it belonged To Gop ArLonNg, to permit
evil, that gosd may come of it. The vifion
of $t. Peter may al{o be objetted againft us,
and that Chriff himfelf winked at thefe mur-
deroas practices, and even partook of them.
To-this we anfwer, that Chriff knew too
well the total and confirmed depravity of
man to combat fo long-eftablithed an enor-
mity ; therefore the chief aim of his mif-
fion was, fir/t to corre&t his morals, and, if
poffible, bring him to a ftate of fenfibility and
_ﬁfﬁz:‘wce, that once obtained, the aboli-
| K 3 tion
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tion of that, and many other enormitics, e
knew, would follow of courfe. B

107. Let us now hear the words of Gop
himfelf on this fubject by the mouth of hys
infpired Bramab: « ‘The martal forms,
« wherewith I fhall encompafs. the delin-
« guent debtab, are the work of my bands
«« they fEall not be difiroyed, but left to their
« natural decay; therefore whichfogver-of
< the debtab fhall by defigned violence bring
<« gbout the diffolution of the mortal forms
-« gnimated by their delinquent brethregrr
< thou, Sieh, fhalt plunge the offending
« fpirit into the onderah for a fpace, and
« he fhall be doomed to pafs again the
“ eighty-nine tran{migrations, whatfoever
“ flage he may be arrived to at the time
‘ of fuch his offence.”. . A

108. Having thus, -in. 3 gegular. feries,
difcufied the feveral events of the creatign
and exiftence of angels, their rebellign aad
fall; and baving fhewn that the material
aniverfe was conftruGed for their habita-
tion and fuftenance, and that mortal bodies
were formed for their more immediate pu-
nithment and imprifonment ; - and baving
alfo made it fufficiently clear, that man can
poflibly be no other than thofe identicy
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faflen angels; and laftly, that the brote
creation could not have been made {ubject
to him, nor deftined for his ufe and fervice
in the fenfe he has erroncouilv, not to fay
wickedly, converted them to; it follows that
we next take it into Conﬁderauon to what
other ufe or purpofe were they brought into
exiftence ? The ancient do&trine of the
Metempfychofis of Bramah, at onc~ in{wers
the matter in queftion, and would afford
full {atisfallion to a Gentoo, a Tartar, or a
Chinefe, but not to a Chriftian. (Here by-
the-bye it is proper to note, that although
the Tartars and Chinefe believe in the tran{-
migration of the foul, yet they feem, as
well as our ancient druids, to have totally
loft fight of the fource, theroot, the origi-
nal principle from whence the doétrine of
the Metempfychofis fprung, viz. the angelic
fall and doom, which has been retained in
its primitive purity only by the Gentoos.)

- ——The cafe ftanding thus, it remains to

examine whether the ftate and predicament
in which the brute creation appear and
exiff, can be accounted for upon any other
rational fyftem. In order to which it will
be neceflary to confider them under two
points of view; firlt, as mmtelligent, ration-
al beings, and free agents ; and fecondly, as

- beings fubjected to m/éry

K 4 - 109. The
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16g. The man who aflerts hisowrt g
tional intelleGual faculties and free agency,
nud denies them to the brutes, either thinks
not at all, oris actuated by pride and {elt-
{fufhcient pre-eminence, or has been very
deficient in his obfervations and refleCtions
upon that numerous creation. When
we feea race of beings endued with the paf-
fions of rage, revenge, dominion, wDZO=-
vernable” luift, jealoufy, hatred, envy, and
every other vice fimilar to our own, “except
ingratitude ; and when we behold them en-
Zued with the virtues (we had almoit faid
the Chriflian virtues) of love, fidelity, grati-
tude, friendfhip, courage, parental tender-
nafs, filial affe€ion, patience, fubmifiion,
innocence and meeknefs, allin as high-per-
feGion, if not higher, than in ourfelves ;
and when we further obferve them nvefted
with the powers of happinefs, mifery, re-
J=lion, recoliection, forefight, forecaft,
prodigics of art, without rule, line, {quare,
or cownpals; fagacious in contriving, poli«
tical in government; the amazing beauty of
{ome, and ttupendous conftruction and ani-
rr.al ccconomy of all te———All which wvices,
wirtnes, powers and properties, are exempli-
fied in the varicus {pecies of the animal
creation———When we daily fee, or may
fve, all this verified, and flilk appropriate
. | | cogitation

e
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cagfmtian and 7eafon to man alone, we fce
with the eyes of fo/ly and prejudice.

‘110, That man 1s endued with higher
intelle¢tual powers, and capable of carrying
his reafoning faculties to a more tranicen-
dent pitch, we readily grant; but———why
will not human pride reft fatisfied with this
fuperiority, without aiming to diveft the
next great work of his Creator of the por-
tion which he has gracioufly and evidently
beftowed upon it, as neceffary to their tem-~
poral exiftence ! [f therefore the brute
foul, as fome (we will not call them philo-
fophers) have taught, is material, and pe-
rifhes with the body, it is time to tremble
for the foul of man; for it is too true and
melancholy a faét, that it ftands not entitled
-t a better lot:—the fpirituality and future .
* feparate exiftence of zhe one, refts on no
furer a foundation than zbe atbeﬁ‘, and all
appearanees are as firong 1n favor of the
one as of the other.— Thus our pre-
Judices and falfe reafoning, arifing ‘from
ignorance of our real flate and natare,
leads us 1nto an uncomfortable dilemma,
and we are plinged into a labyrinth of con-
fufion, from which nothing can difentangle
and extricate us, but—the do@rine’ of the
Metempfycnoﬁs, which elucidates and re-
conciles every difficnlty by teaching, that
the {foul of iman and brutc is onc and the

{fame
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fame fpirit, firlt in a ftate of greater degrg-
dation, a preparatory flate of punifisinent
and purgatin, previoufly neceflary to his
pafling into his ftate of probation, in the fu-
perior and more enlightened form of man.
In further fupport of this conclufion, it re-
" mains that we confider the brute creation
as betngs fubjedled to mifery. -

111. The juftice, the goodnefs of Gop
ftands moft evidently impeached in the wild
{uppofition that he could poffibly create a
race of beings fubjefted to mifery, without
fome caufe of offence on their parts.—Let
us with a becoming indignation rejet an
opinion {o unworthy our Gop, and con-
clude there muft have been ¢ canfe, and an
efficient one, althongh no bypothefis-hither-
. to produced has pointed it out to the fatis-
faction of a rational enquirer. The ftate
and exiftence of man ftands in the fame pre-
dicament, doomed through the progrefs of
his life to a feries of natural and moral
evils, withgut any apparent caufe, or with-
out poffibly having been capable of deferv-
ing them by any tranfgreﬂiq& bere; there-
fore our firm belief in God’s juftice, and our
reafon directed us to fearch for that caufe of
offence in fome former flate of the foul’s ex~
iftence, in which we happily fucceeded, at
leat to our full convi@ion, and we hope to
that of our candid readers. To that fource
T . we
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we muflt again apply to folve the prefent dif-
#eulty refpeing zbe brute fiul, which muft
undoubtedly have finned in a pre-exiftent
ftate, to reconcile its many Jfufferings bere
with the idea of a juft and good Gop.———
The {enfible refleGions and fentiments of
the ingenious Mr. Dean of M:iddleton, are -
appofite to our fubjeét, and fo pertinent to
what we have further to allege, that we
will take the freedom of tran{planting them.
After pre-fuppofing that pains,, difeafes,
death, &c. evils got entrance into the world
by fin, he proceedsas follows : ¢ Now brutes
“ as well as men are fubje&t to the fame
« forts of pains and difeafes; fo far their
« cafes coincide. In all general defolations
« they have fuffered together ; in this they
‘« conform. They fuffered with man #be
“ injurics of the fall (we wifh he had faid
“ the angelic fall ; poflibly he meant it).—
¢ They have perithed with him in delages,
“ in conflagrations, in famines, in peft:-
¢ lences, in defirucions of the fword; 1n
« fhort, in all capital calamities they have
¢ had their thare, as well as man (to which
‘¢ he might have added, the many miferies
¢ they endure from the tyranny of man).
¢« Now, if there is any reafon to believe,
« that fuch evils are of God's appointment,
¢¢ and occafioned by f{in, muft not brutes
¢ then in fome refpect or other be fuppofed
9 1 t[}




( 140 )
« to be faulty ? We do not pretend to. fay;
¢ or even to infinuate, that they aré th
¢ pable of moral rules, and become Crimi-
<« nal after the manner of men; but weal-
“ lege, that they muit have fbme kind of
«“ demerit, they muft have contralted de-
“ filements fome way or other. If we can-
““ not fhew bow this is, it s only an_infiance,
< among i many octhers, of our ignorance.
«“ The fa&ts infifted on are deductble
““ from the preceding cafes, and  the
“ juftice of God. —God cannot pu-
““ nifh his creatures without a caufe, - and
““ this caufe muft be guilt or demerit of
“ {ome kind or other; infinite juftice necef-
“ farily fuppofes it.” This Gentleman
ftops not here, but goesa ftep much bigher
in his conclufion from the above premifes :
¢ that as brute animals have attended man
« 1n all great and capltal calamities, {o-they
¢ will a]fO attend him in bz final deliver-
““ ance, and be reftored with bim.” How
he proves this from fcripture, we refer our
readers to lus «“ Effay on the Future Life
¢ of Brutes,” whillt we proceed on our
way. |

"\.I'.;.
b N
-

112, Thus have we demonfirated, the
creation and ftare of man and beaft are ut-
terly inexplicable upon any other hypothé-
{1s than the ancient doctrine of the Mctemp-

{ychofis,
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#ehofis, which alone rationally accounts

- for, and reconciles their exiftence, as intel-
ligent free agents doomed to mifery, in
every ftage and circumfitance of it, to be
ftrictly confiftent with the goodnefs, the juf-
tice, and mercy of Gop; the flate of the
brute creation, and the caufe of their {uffer-
1ngs no longer remains a matter of difhiculty,
nor incompatible with divine juftice, but
cosformable thereto; their mortal bodies
being formed for no other end or purpofe
but the punifhment and vehicles of convey-
ance for the fame gffending fpirit, to a form,
which, although ftill a prifon for the foul,
was yet {o marveloufly fabricated (by a mo-
dus and conftruction imperceptible to us),
as to afford a greater fcope and latitude to
the exertion of thofe intelle@tual faculties
and free agency, which it was only capable
of exerting iz a limited degree, whilft 1n its
ftate of deeper degradation ; for, touching
“the portion of cogitation and confeientiouf-
nefs the brute creation are poffefied of| it
15 impoflible for us to fay ; it may, for aught
we know to the contrary, be equal to our
own: we are barely authorized in our con-
ception drawn from vifible phenomena, that
their powers are under fome kind of re<
ftraint, but of what nature we know not ;
nor does it follow from the: premifes, 1f
granted,
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granted, that their cogitative faculties fliowld
be under any reftra¥at at all. We fee that
they are in: aeneral miferable, without re-
medy or comfort; but that man is only fo
by predilection, having refources within
himielf, if he pleafes' to employ them, that -
are capable at ail times of conftituting his
felicity; and this privilege marks te us the
fpecific difference and fupsriority of the fame
Joul i1 brute and man. Tn the firft it may: be
faid to be in a clofé prifen, and in the laft, a
prifoner more af large, and capable of
working out its full and final lberty s a pri-
vilege it ¢annot obtain by iffuing from the
mortal brute form, which is deftined-to be
its ftate of punifbment and purgation; 4s be-
fore obferved, and that of man only, igs ftate
of trial and probation; from which form
alone it can pofitbly emerge to its priftine
celeftial ftate. It feems to have been -the
fentiments of Lucian, as well 4s of Pyshi="

goras, and many others of the ancien:phib~
fophers, that what conftitates the gdeawed
punithment of the brutes, is thair. 8oRfEs0n/~
nefs of having animdted the for# of #idn, and
ot not having benefited thereby ; and that
it is Ly their retaining the ideas of their
former fiate of humanity, that many of
their {pecies, by fmall training, {o readily
comprehend his language and inftraétions.

Chimﬂﬁ
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Glirmerical as this opinion may feem to fome,
it dppears in our judgnfent to have a good
foundation.

113. From what has been faid, we have
- the pleafure of thinking the philofophic rea-
foning of the learned Baxzer ftands con.
firmed and illuftrated ; the fenfible fuggef~
tions of the Rev. Mr. Berrow enforced and
verified ; the doubts and perplexities of the
Rev. Mr. Dean, touching the caufe for
which the brutes are doomed to mifery,
fully fatisfied; and the bold aflertions of
Mr. Jobn Ilive well grounded, from whom
‘we candidly confefs we took our firft hints,
and became a thorough convert to his hy-
pothefis, upon finding on enquiry, and the
exertion of our own reafon, that it was
built on the firft divine revelation that had
- been gracioufly delivered to man, to wit,

THE CuARrTAH BHADE oOF Bramau;
although it is very plain Mr. Jive was igno-’
rant of the do&rine of the Metemp{ych: fis,
by confining his conceptions only to the an-
gelic fall, man’s being the apoftate angels,
and that this earth was the only hell ; pafl-
ing over in filence the reft of the gnimal
- creaton.

I14. As
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114. As the ancient do&rine of the Me-
tempfychoﬁs Jlone* accounts, as has been
faid, for the creation, pature, and ftate of
man and beaft, fo it alfo ciears up many
dificulties and objetions that have fre-
quently been ftarted concerning the frue na-
ture of Chrift; fome conceiving him to be
“« wery God of very Ged,” that is, God bim-
Self, 1f they mean any thing : others con-
ceive him to be Ged and man, but in what
{enfe we belicve infinite wifdem itfelf could
not explan to e s:ompr::henﬁon of a finite
underitanding Others conceive Chrift to
have Deen mere man, enlightened or infpired
by God to 2 Juperiative degrec, and ditfavow
the pre-exiftent {tate of his foul or fpurit,
Touching the twwo firft of thefe opinions, We
have already given oui conceptions, elteem-
ing themn enthulialtic, if not blafphemous ;
but refpecling the {upporiers of the third,
they thun (we fear) Syld, and fall uwpon
Carybais. | .

.

115, A Treatife (which we never faw
or heard of before we had clofed our Second
General Head, although pubiithed m 1707)
intitled, ¢ The true Dodirine of the New
¢ Teftament concerning Fefus Chryé con-
¢¢ {idered,” contamns a plaufible chain of
objeCtions t2 his fuppeled pre-exiffence. Al-

| "~ though



( 145 )

- though in that book, and the appendix,

we have the fingular plafure of finding our
fentiments upon the evil tendency of the
Athanafian doGrine, and the true meaning
and reading of the firlt chapter of St. obn’s
Gofpel, fupported by fo learned and judici-
ous an advocate for fruth; yet—we cannot
avoid thinking that this aathor hurts the
cauft of Chriftianity in a moft tender part,
by contefting the pre-exiftent ftate of Chrifly
and thereby divefting him of his ¢rigznal gi-
vinity, the criterion, the fine qua #on of his
doétrines; for when he confiders him as on-
Iy mere enlighteried #any, he moft certainly
goes counter to the exprefs declarations of
Chrift, in many places of the Gofpels touch-
ing himfelf, his pre-exiftency, and nature
of hi¢ miffion, as being a delegate imme~
diately fromh Heaven ;-but more particularly

ih St. Yebn’s Gofpel, chap. 1ii. 16, 17,

. ‘and 18th veifes. We concur in fentiment
- with this writer, and feel very difhinct ideéas

relpefling the DeiTy of the Father, and
the divisty of the Son; but whin he could
withoat fcruple admit, that divinity and bu-
mdnity may uvite, or rather, as the learned
Baxter ftates it, that God, by his omnipo-
tency, can unite a {piritual being to any ma-
terial form he pleafes; we cannot concetve
why he fhould ftumble at allowing the pre-

exiftence of the drvine Spirit of Ghrift. The
L _creation
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creation and miferable exifience of every
mortal  intcllicent gbeing, we have fully
proved, can only bz compatible with the ju-
{lice of God, upon the fuppofition of the
pre-exiftent {late of their fpiritual part or
foul; then where lies the difficulty of fup-
pofing the pre-exiftent nature of Chrift ? as
the firft created, the firft begotten of God of
all celeftial beings, before all worids, dele-
gated by the Father to unite for a tune with
‘the mortal form of man, for the great pur-
pofe of falvation to a race of offending in-
telligent beings Thus Chrift may lite-
rally, with propriety, and without any my-
ftery or confuiion of ideas, be ftiled and
acknowledged THE Son orF Gop AND
M an, as he himfelf occafionally ufes both
thofe titles. When this learned and in-
genious writer gives an unprejudiced hear-
ing, and full force to the do&rines of the
Metempfychofis, and duly weighs the in-
fufficiency of every other’human hypothe-
ﬁs, to account for the pbf}zomm{z of our pre-
feit exiftence, and indeed of all nature; he
will, we flatter ourfelves, receive full con-
viction that his doubts and difbelief of the
pre-cxiftent ftate and original divintty of
Chrift, were ill-founded, and not zbe truc
| dodlrine of the New Teftament.

116, It
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116. If reafon and religion are deemed
worthy a place in thé*argument, man has
now the fullelt convi&tion from deth, of the
true relation in which he flands to the whole
brute creation, and that he can lay no rational
claim to the power he has aflumed for a
multitude of ages palt over fome of theit
{pecies; nor has he any the fmallett jufti-
fiable pretence for the ufes to which he has
converted others of them, murdering fome
for the gratification of his depraved unpa-
tural appetites, f{ubjeCting others to the
moft cruel labors without humanity or re-
morfe, devoting others for his wanton fport
to premeditated deaths, attended with all
the cruel and affe@ting circumftances of pro-
tracled tervor; traiming, exafperating, aide
g, and abetting others to bloody combats
of death againft one another of the fume fpe-
cies; {piriting up and encouraging others of
them, of different Jpectes, to di‘ceed, con-

“tention, and battle, worrving cach other,

fometimes to death itfelf, for man’s inhu-
man diverfion; imprifoaing and dgivelting
others of the {pecies of 7hut liberdy which
was criginally given to them by their Crea-
tor, upon a tenure equal with man’s own;
and this only for the fake of 2 trifiing ainufe-
ment and indulgence to the ear ; exbhauiting
the {trength, and abridging the lives of mul-
- e N |
titudes of the moft noble of the brute crea-

e 1,2 ~ tion
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tion in contentions of fpeed, for the bafe pur-

pofes of iniquitous gain and worthlefs fame,
acquired not without the application of ma-
ny cruel ruthlefs ftripes, gaping wounds,
and languid {weats, that human pity, if i

bad exiftence, would thudder at.

117. The above catalogue of evils, which
man has hitherto, without fcruple or feel-
ing, wantonly loaded the brute creation
with, we will fuppofe may be afcribed to
his Iraving loft fight of beir original digmty,
and the relation they truly ftand in to him-
{elf ; and therefore this ignorance may, in
fome degree, be pleaded in extennation of
his guilt : but now he is fully evinced of
both, he in fature remains without excufe,
if he does not recede from pralices that
are neither warranted by réafon, religion,
juflice, or the common ditates of humani-
ty. The further to induce him to this
worthy receffion, we beg leave to remind
him, that every brute is animated with a
fou! identical to Ais own, advancing only
a progréffive ftate To MaN; and that he
has no right either to haften or retard £bat;
progreffion, that being an act which God
has referved to himfelf alone: Gop has
faid, « Thou fhalt do No murder,” and
man has had the boldnefs, either totally to
difregard this commandment, or by pdtting

his
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his own conftruction upen it, has infringed
it in every fenfe, where power gave him the
means : how could we then expelt mercy
for the brute creation, when he has thewn
none for his own f{pecies ! But this is a kind
of murder we fhall not fpeak to here, in-
tending in this place further to examine his
pretenfions zof only to murder, but to eat the
animal beings, and the fatal confequenees of
this tranfgreflion to the world, requeiting
our readers will have the goodnefs to advert
to what has been already prefented to them
“on this fabject in our 103d and few follow-
ing paragraphs, We know, that in this
difcuffion we fhall meet with potent ene-
mies to contend with, no lefs than a moft
formidable train of all the fenfual appetites
and paffions, but that fhall not deter us;
human reafon, although long debafed, and
{ubjected to the dominion of Circe, is not
quite extin&, and only wants to be roufed
by application of the celeftial Ma{{, to {hine
forth in its native and original luftre.

118. Befides man’s conceit of his right
of dominion over the brute creation (which
has been fufliciently refuted) he urges fwo
“other pleas in fupport of his practice of kill-
ing and- eating bis fellow-creatures ; thele he
thinks are unanf{werable The firft is the
obvious courfe and deftination of Providence,

L 3 whereby
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whereby we fee that every race of the animal
creation are in a perpetual ftate of war, and
doomed to be a prey, the one to nourith
and fuflain the other ¥ ;—the faét, if laid
down as a gizeral pofition, may be admit-
ted, but with large exceptions, as many
tribes of quadrupeds are exempted from that
general law of nature, as the horfe, the
the cow, the dcer, thc goat, the theep,
&c. but allowing this plea to have its fulh
force refpe@ing the carnivorous tribes of
the brute creation, yet man cannot avail
himfelf of this law; #hey deviate not from
the line prefcribed them by the God of na-
ture, but man, in becoming a beaft of prey,
acts not only in violation of his order and
rank in the fcale of beings, but alfo in op-
pofition to an exprefs interdict of Gop, as
promulged in the Bramanical and Mofaic
Lislory of his creation before cited ; and in-
deed, upon a furvey of the natural confiruc.
tion of hits form, the quadrupeds above {pe-
cified micht yorge and regale their appetites’
upon animal food with equal proprniety as
man, who cannot plead the law of neceffity,
which carnivorous animals feem to be {ub-
jected to for their daily {ubfiftence. "

119. Let us not, however, in our abun-
dant zedl for the brute creation, be wanting

* Vide Part 11, from page 77. to 86,

-

i
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in our due applaufe to the amazing and un-
accountable moderation and forbearance of
man, in that he has not in Exrope yet ar-
rived, to what moft certainly muft be the
hlgheﬁ perfeCtion of good eating, fhe flefh
of bis own [pectes; ‘W}]ICh from the nature
ot its regimen, and the rep]etmn of animal
falts and juices, muft yield a much more
exalted flavor, and higher enjoyment, than
any other kind of édrutal flefb can poflibly
afford.—Seesft, of ever witty and farcaftic
memory, was ludicrous on this {ubjet; but
we are quite ferious, and think man’s abfti-
nence from this fipreme indulgence the more
to be honored, and the more wonderful, as
he is not. without precedents for the prac-
tice, on the authentic records of America,
and other fuvage nations; befides his

virtue {hines brighter in this greas felf-de-
mal, when he may with propriety urge
very cogent poltical reafons, that would
fully juftify his tran{planting that. Zufcious
delicacy and fathion into Europe, to wit, the
increafing fearcity and bigh price of all ani-
mal food, both which evils would be effec-
tually and {peedily averted from us, by the
project of—KILLING AND EATING THE
CONSUMERS ; from whicn practice, the too
. great populagion of the human fpecies would

alio be prevemed A conﬁderation which
L 4 le.ds
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leads us to man’s fecond plea for klllmg and
devouring the brute creation.

120. The immenfe increafe of the animal
creation, which it has been fuppofed wauld
over-run the world, and endanger man’s
fafety and exiftence, has been urged as an
unan{werable plea :y" ﬂf:&ﬁz‘y for their de-
ftru&ion;;—to fay nothing of the wicked-
nefs of this argument, which directly and
openly arraigns the wifdom, goodncfs and
mercy of Gop, we will conﬁder the force
of it, and hope to prove it as 1ll-ggouqded
as the former; for 1n the firft place, {qp-
pofing (although not allowing) the fa&, it
can only give a fan&ion to man for kill-
ing, but not for eating: nor can- this argu-
ment poflibly be applied, even with. the
femblance of propriety, againft any f{pecies.
of the brutes, but thofe that are obvioufly
obnoxious to hlm, and thefe fhun his fo-
clety. Any fuperabundant increafe of
the fiany race cannot poflibly affe@ man’s
fafety or exiftence, yet he. dﬂﬂ:ro s and de~
vours them in common with theu' terreieial
and aerial brethren.- -But to. thaw the,
fallacy of this plea, we ﬁnd it levelfed gnly

arainit thofe unoffending animals which
man has deflined for bis prey, spd po pie-
tended mcomcmcncc 1s felt from, the in-

creafe
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creale of thofe feletted for our pleafure or
our labor, as witnefs the elephant, the
horfe, &c.——But to cut this plea fhort,
and diveft it even of plaufibility, let us ap-
peal to falts, which {et all reafoning at de-
hance ;—let us caft our eyes back on the an-
cient extenfive empire of Idoflan, where,
for a long {ucceffion of ages, to the late pe-
riod of their fubjection to Tameriane, no
animal was ever bereaved of life, but left to
its natural decay and diffolution, and. yet
their increafe was never found, or objetted
to as an evil, or obnoxious to man.—On
the contrary, it is moft evident, throughout
the whole animal creation, man not except-
ed, that Gop has wifely adjufted the prin-
ciples of decay in each, in a juft proportion
to their increafe or prolific qualities, in fuch
an equipoie, that the one fhall not exceed
the other, to the confufion or detriment of
his works.—If we admit, that fome parts
may be overftocked, and that the increafe
may exceed the means for their fupport, yet
this affords no plea or fan&ion for flaugh-
tering and eating them ;—fince man has,
without any authority from Gop or nature,
doomed them to labor, to evade and fet at
nought that part of his fentence which de-
creed ¢ that be fhould till the ground by the
¥ fweat of bis own brow,” let him, in cafe

ef a fuperabundant increafe, as the Jeaft fin-
| . Jul,
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ful, export them to other regions that may:
ftand in need of them for fimilar purpofes,- °
in place of devoting them to death, for the
gratification of his unnatural appetites.
There may be one fituation,-and one only,
wherein man can pofiibly, with feeming juf-
tice, deftroy the animal creation; and that
is, when there thould be fuch an increafe of
thefe fpecies of fimilar conftruttion with
his own refpecting maftication, 8cc. that
thould rob or divelt him of that food which
God and his own nature originally marked
and pointed out for his {ole fubfiftence ; 1n
fuch a cafe, provided he had no other means'
of freeing himfelf of them, he pofiibly
might ftand vindicated in killing, but z no
cafe in eating them. What has been
above alledged refpecting the empire of fn-
doftan, may be as jultly applied to other re-
aions and people of early times, as we fhall
have occafion to {pecify below, where we
purpole to enquire, when the vice of {laugh--
tering and devouring the brute creation be-
gan, and confider its fatal confequences, as
one of the great rosts of phyfical and moral
evil in the world. But before we proceed:
to this enquiry, it is neceflary to obviate an-
other plea in detence of this error, which
jufts now ftarts up, and arrefts our intended

courfe.

121. Man,.
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121. Man, when hard prefled, and at a
lofs for rational argument (for he cannot
eafily and with a good grace give up the
favory fleth-pots of Egyps ), has advanc'd a
third plea in fupport of his prattice, which
he would alfo fanétify into a plea of neceffi=
¢y, which is, that without the ufe of ani-
mal food, and vinous and fpiritous pota~
~ tions, the human form cculd not be fuftain-
ed in full health and vigor., Surely man
cannot be in earnelt, when he urges thisas
argument, for not only the experience of
nations, but daily inftances in multitudes of
individuals are againft him, The {uper-
Jatively wife and infpired DanNiEL, in his
firft chapter, exhibits to mankind a fine lef-
fon, which comes in point to invalidate
this futile plea. The King of Babylon,
defirous of having fome youths of the royal
Hebrew line trained up in his court, * #o fland
““ before the King,” he appointed them a
daily provifion of the King’s meat, and the
wine which he drank; but Danse/, anxious
that neither himfelf nor the rayal youths
fhould be defiled, rejelted the meat and
wine, andmaking an intereft with the gover-
nor that was fet over them, ¢ befeeched
““ him to give them pulfe to cat; and water to
“ drink;” the refult was, that at the expi-
ration of the time prefixed by way of expe-
siment, “ thear countenances appeared fairer,
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“ and fatter in flefb than all the children who
“ bad eat the portion of the King's meat.” wew
'Thus we humbly conceive that we have
fairly driven man from every fubterfuge,
cvery retrenchment, which he has caft up
in defence of the cruel and pnnatural prac-
tice of 4iling and eating his fellow- brethren
of the animal creation, wishout any necsfi-
Ly, or otber rational plea, for fo dorng.

122. When, or in what period of the
world, man fell into the fatal error of mur-
dering and feeding upon his elder brethren
of the creation, is difficult to fix with any
precifion, although we may with much pro-
bability conclude it had a very early nie;
as it has been obferved, man grows not
wicked all at once, fo we may rationally
conjeCture this vice became not general, un-
~4il within the fpace of three thoufand years
back ;—that copidus fountain of wifdom
and knowledge, that inceffant advocate for
the. rationality and morals of the brute
creation, the learned author of the Turkifh
Spy, recites many authorities in proof, ‘that
this vice was not practifed in the firff tumes,
but was an innovation on the primitive man-
ners of mankind; he honors the Brachmans
of India. and feems to be a convert to the
doétrine of the Metempfychofis ; he {tands
amazed at the fignal circumitances, Pef'u‘

7 iar
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liar only to the SanscriT, and the four
books of the law (i e. zbe Chartab Bhade
of Bramah), written in that language ; he
thinks it firange that no hiftory thould men-
tion /o divine a_[peech, and draws his con-
clufion of the fuperior antiquity of the Bra-
mins, their language and books, to the refk
of the world,—** iz regard that they fall not
 aquithin any records, fave their own.”
He then, with great trath, remarks, that
the people of Indoffan are the only people
in the world who have, in all ages to this
dey, paid a ftri&t obedience to that firft in-
junction and law of Gob, Thou fhalt neitber
kill, nor eat thy fellow-creatures of the brute
creation. He alfo inftances, that the primi-
tive Perfan smd Egyptian Magt abftained
from'and prohibited this vice to their fol-
lowers, and this abftinence remained invio-
late fo long as they retained the pure theo-
logy which had been communicated to them.
by their neighbors the Bramins of Indgflan.
weweeHe 2lfo notes, that the ancient Druids
of Gaul and Britain, who taught 'the doc-
trine of the Metempfychofis, abftained from
killing and eating animal food, and remarks
likewife, that the firlt people of the world
fnade offerings to the gods only of the fruits
and flowers of the earth, which has been,
and is uniformly the pratice of the people

| of
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of Indoflan to this time.—He recites, that
the precepts of Triptolemus and Draco, the
firt law-givers of the Atbhenzans, compre-
hended the whole fyftem of virtue and piety
in practifing thefe few following rules: ¢ Let
¢ it bean eternal fanction to the Arbenians,
¢ toadore the immortal Gods, to revere the
¢« departed heroes, to celebrate their praife
“ with fongs, and the firfl-fruits of the
““ earth, and ncither to kill man or beaft.”

123. In whatfoever age this depravity
took its rife, it is plain it obtained not ge-
nerally all at once, but by flow degrees;
and as every ober {pecies of wickednels
gained footing and flourifhed in the world,
io we may {uppofe this alfo grew to matu-
rity with them, and became univerfal, ex-
cept in the fingle inftance of a whole na-
tion, marked above. The ufe of vinous, and
afterwards f{piritous potations, we conceive
had a later rife, and was a natural confe-
quent of an appetite previoully vitiated by
the unnatural relith of animal food; and
we think it moft probable, that both thefe
vices firft took pofleflion of man in fome
period of what Bramab calls the Tirtal

Jogue, or fecond age, immediately fucceed-
ang the Suttee Fogue, or age of truth and
richteoufnefs;. for it was in the Tirzab

3 , Fogue
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Fogue * (which may be properly fliled the
firft age of evil) that the influence of Mo:-
Jafoor or Satan broughtiabout the fecond de-
fection of one-third of the angelic {pirits;
and as his power. increafed during the fuc-
ceeding Duapaar and Kolee “fogues +, fo
we may rationally couclude the zwo wvices
under confideration became univerfal (ex-
cepting the Gentoos) about the middle of the
Kolee Jogue or age of corruption, that is,
about three thoufand years ago: how it
happened that the Genfoos alone, either ne-
- ver fell into the vice of killing and eating the
animal beings, or were reclaimed from it,
1s eafily accounted for, from God’s pofitive
injunctions againfl. it }, delivered by the
-mouth and fcriptures of Bramab; for as to
the ufe of vinous and {piritous liquors, it
fhould feem that was a vice not in being at
‘the pericd in which that infpired legiflator
revealed his Chartab Bbade Shaflab to the
Gentoos, to wit, 4870 years ago, for if it
had, it i1s moft probable it would not have
c¢fcaped his notice and prohibition ;~—and
yet the Genroos abflain as religioufly from
the one vice as the other, probably from
fome pofitive injunions laid upon them

* Vide Part II. p. 63 and 6q.
+ Ibid, p. 70 and 71.
1 1bid, p. 51 and g2,
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in the Infoff Bbade, or fourth book of Bra-
mab’s Shaftah.

124. To give the devil his due, it muft
in juftice be acknowledged, that the intro-
duion of thefe two fir/fi-rate wvices was a
mafter-piece of politics in Mosfafoor or Sa-
tan, who alone was capable of working fb
diabolical a change in rational intelletual
beings, He had prefcience enough to fore-
fece, by reafoning from caufes to effedts,
that if he fucceeded in the attempt, he
fhould be able in time to counteract 2nd ut-
terly circumvent the merciful intentions 'of
Gop towards the delinquent fpirits. To this
he was ftimulated by feveral different mo-
tives, all tending to the fame endj-—he
confidered them, from their perfevering in
penttenrce and hohinefs throughout the Suz~
tee Yogue, as in a ftate of rebellion againft
himfelf, and with good teafon, as they had
acknowledged him for their King and Lead-
er in heaven ;~—he had alfo, with grief and
indignatior. obferved, that during zbat age
multitudes of them (on whofe fidelity ke
had depended) had efcaped out of his feach,
and were advancing through the regions of
purification towards their loft feats, and
that probably the next age would leave him
without any other fubjets but thofe ef Zus
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pwen ¢r1be, whofe allegiance to him he knew
was mviolubie; therefore, effeGually to
guard againit a farther revolt of his old af-
fociates, he meditated the infernal fcheme
of tempting them to the ufe of animal food,
and intoxigating drinks, zs an infallible ex-
pedient that would fally anfwer all his dia-
bolical purpofes. For, Jfirft, he knew he
fhould thereby lead them into fin and dif-
obediepce, by a breach, of an exprefs com-
mand and prohibition’ of their Gop. Se-
condly, -he was fenfible that thofe unnatural

' aliments would inflame and exalt the defires

of the flefh, above the rule and dominion of
¢pe fpirit, - Thirdly, he-knew alfo, that by
natural conlequence difeafes would enfue,
that muft affuredly Z77dge their term of pro=
batiwon 1n the form of man, which would be
00 1nconfiderable point gained. Fourthly,
his penetration made it obvious to him, that
this inflamed ftate of the human body (from
the continued acceffion of animal falts and
juices, heated and fermented by the auxi-
liary force of fpiritous liquors) ‘would be
propagated through the fpecies; and that
the fure effects would be, their giving bireh
amongflt them to a train of monitrous, un-
natural, violent, and confequently ungo-
vernable paffions, as lufts of every kind and
ipecies, ambition, avarice, eavy, hatred,
and malice, &c. that would regularly pro-
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duce a progeny of concomitant actions and
effeGs; as, invafions of property, conten-
tions, wars, battles, murders, and {udden
deaths. Fiftbly, he forefaw a farther favor-
able confequence from the indulgence of
thefe pafiions, as that they would, by the
natural force of their opefation, engage and
confine their purfuits to the temporary f¢én-
{ual enjoyments and acquifitions of #bis
world only, and caufe them to lofe fight of
the next, as well as of the means by which
they were deftined to regain it. 'Thefe de-
viations from the path marked ot for them,
Satan knew would in the end eéftrange thi€ir
Gop from them, and that they and their
pofterity would become 4bzs owsn, from ge-
neration to generation.

125. Tt is worth enquiry, by what fy{tem
of ccaft Mosfafoor, or Satan, could poflibly
induce rational beings fo widely to fwerve
from their obedience, and from ‘their ori-
ginal nature and dignity, into that of lions,
tigers, wolves, &c. beafts of prey; ndy,
to exceed them in every kind of vicibus.re-
finement, and to leave them fo far behind
in the race of luxurious, voluptuous glut-
tony, befides the exalted invention of either
entirely divefting themfelves of their fenfes
and reafon, or of turning them from their
bias, by the licentious guzzle of wine and
| “ fpirits ;
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ati enchanting relith and enjoyment, which
the brutes have not yet arrived to, one fpe-
cies of them only excepted, which approach
m -kind the neareft to our own, viz. the
Satyr, Oronootan, Baboon, and others of
the {ame race, all of which (the firft except~
ed) we have {een {moke and drink until they
became as-completely beafts as man bimfelf s
fo that man has not fo much caufe to plume
himfelf upon this glorious acquifition, as
he pofiibly and vainly may have flattered
himfelf withal.—But, not to lofe fight of
our enquiry by any farther refle@ions on
thefe grievous truths, {o degrading to hu.
manity,—~we may {appofe, that Satan, ha-
ving had experience that the angelic fpirits,
- 1n their fuperior and pre-exiftent ftate, had
net been proof againft his artful feduions,
began his- operations, ‘and exerted his ine
fluence, firft upon thofe who were appoint-
ed to prefide over the ceremonies of religious
wotfhip, rightly judging, that if he could
corrupt thofe who had the lead on earth, the
reft would fall an eafy prey; he was aware,
that if he abruptly propofed the deftrution
of their fellow-creatures, without fome fpe-
cious plea, human nature might ftart at the
propofition: he therefore cunningly fug-
getted the {anCtifying their murder by of<
fering them up in facrifice, as a work that

M 2 would
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would be moft acceptable to the Deity ; he
doubtlefs likewife infinuated, they would
thereby not only do a thing plealing to Gop,
but alfo render a fignal fervice to their de<
linquent brethren, who they knew were
imprifoned in the brute forms, the fhorten~
ing whofe lives would expedite their «pro-
greflive advance to that of man, from which
form alone they could regain their loft fta-
tions in the celeftial regions. 'That this was
an argument Safan laid no {malil ftrefs on,
appears obvious from this, that it has been
trequently made ule of by {feveral ancient
priefts and philofophers, bis faithful deputies,
in juftification of the inhuman practice.—
This great point gained, Satan met with
little difficulty in prevailing on them to
tafte: and thus by degrees the killing and -
cating the wmoft 1nnocent (pecies of thele
devoted miferable beings, became an efta-
blithed refizious cuftom all over the world ;
a pralice, fay the Bramins, which the de~
vil himnfelf could snly have forged.——Yet.
Sstan thought himfelf not quite fecure of his
votaries, without playing an after-game
that would infallibly work out their future
iperdition ; therefore his next {tep, was to 1n-
fluence them to extend their religious facri-
fices to their own fpecies: to bring them to
shis fupreme pitch of wicked fuperftition,

he
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ke found fome difficulty, but at length pre-
vailed, by infinuating, that they would
thereby not only more eﬁ‘e&ua}ly deprecate
the difpleafure and vengeance of the gods,

but alfo free the fouls of thofe who were
thus devoted, from future tranfmigrations
through the mortal brute forms of punifh-
ment and purgation.—If any of our readers
doubt the addrels and fuccels of Safax in
this arduous attempt, we have only to re-
commend them to the perufal of the hifto-
ries of the ancient Phenicians, Tyrians, and
Carthaginmans, who were all fboots from the
Chaldean ftock, and alfo the hiflory of the
Canaanites in our Old Teftament. Satan
ftill thinking his {cheme defective, gave the
finifhing firoke to it, by fuggelting the prac=
tice of pouring out Jibations of wine to the
gods, without which the ceremonies of re-
ligious facrifices would be imperfect; this
obtaired, he left them to themfelves, know-
ing, that as they had {o readily been in-
duced to eat of the one, they would of courfe
make as licentious a ufe of the other; and
that he fhould, from the patural united ef-~
fects of both, always find them in a proper

flate to receive any diabolical imprefiions he
{hould in future fugge& to them, by his
own immediate operation on them ‘or by

thﬁﬁ: of his infernal agents :—and thus, al-
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though he had failed of acquiring fupreme
wworfbip in heaven, he at length eﬁe&ually
obtaméd it on earth,

126. We may with probability conclude,
that fome ages (although not many) mighg
have elapfed before the laity came in either
for a bit or a fup of thofe religious facrifices;
that thefe obfervmg (by the mﬁlgatlon of
Satan) how their priefts pioufly devoured
them, began to demur againft fupplying
them with vittims, unlefs they alfo came n
for a thare, which at laft they obtained; the
priefts ftill referving the molt delicious mos-
{els for themielves. And thus, in pro-
cefs of time, both priefts and laity killed
and eat the brutc creation in common, with-
out even the pretence of rehglous motives,
or indeed any principie at all; a point which
Satan forelaw they would in the end ar-
five at, and the event confirmed the fagaci-
ty of his judgment in forming 2 plan which
at once aﬁ‘brded hlm a triumph over Gon
aﬂd man. -

7. Having above, we humbly con-
ccwc madc it manifeftly appear, to the full
conv:&:on of every unprejudiced reader,
that the' zwo vices which we are combating
havc becn, and fhll are, the pernicious
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roots from which all moral evils {prang, and
continue to flourith in the world; permit
us next to repeat, that (according to the
thewing of the philofophers, moralifts, di-
vines, and hiflorians - of all nations) tzhere
bas been an titter depravity in mankind in
every part of the known carth, from the ear-
l1eft records of fime, Let any cafuift athgn
any otbher adequate caufe for this univerfal
depravity and corruption of the {pecies, that
will account for this phenomenon, better
than thofe which we have above attributed
it to, and we will moft readily give up our
{yltem;—a caufe there muft be {omewhere,
and that a general one too, that could pro-
duce fuch wmiform effecis. Divines point
out no other caufe than that we are un-
doubtedly under zhe influence of the devil.
This we know as well as they, but they {eem
not to know Asw it happened that we came
under that dire&ifon; all the learned of the
world concur in the opinion that there was
@ time when primitive man was not under
his dominion : the angels contumued good for
a long {pace before they fell a facrifice to
his fedu&ions, and their own ambitious
folly; and fo they did again for an age,
when doomed to animate mortal forms on
carth, for their firft tranfgreflion ; and they
perfevered in angelic virtue until Sazan pro-
jected the introduction of thofe rweo wices,
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which he was fenfible would infallibly.
werk fuch a chunge in the human body as
would pf courfe impair it, and cunfequently.
that the free ufe, exercife, and operation
of the L/}zrn 5 mtelleé’cuﬂ.l powers of recti-
tude would be impeded, and liable to per-
verfion by foreign influence, which other-
wife Would hav remained in full force and
vigor, as is verified by many inflances on
record, where man, by abftain’ ng from
thele cepital vices, has kept his foul in fuch
a {vate as to refifl every effort of Satan to
provoie him to fin.
\Vhp the caufe of any dueafe 1S
di covered, it amounts to more than halfa
curc.  Would man exert his mtelle&ual
powers, hie would foon pull down what Sa-
farn has been fo many ages erecting; his ems
pire has acquired no Pablllty but from our
cafy fubmifilon to his diabolical fuwgeﬁlons,
and that 1n fuch 1ﬁ3 th"it we can now
hardly be faid to have any claim to that ori-,
ginal free agency given to us, for the very
purpofe of  withitanding his influence ;
reimove  the caufe, the effe@ ceaﬁ:s.-

wlﬁ'-i.

W hen man returns to his natura] pri-
m:tive, fimple aliments, his mordmatc de-
{ires, his paffions, and theu direful iffue,
will as naturally fubfidé, as they rofe; then
we may form a well- crrounded “hope of the
- - rcnewa];
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renewal and reftoration of the primitive age
of -purity and holinefs; that halcyon age,
when man banqueted with innocenee and
content upon the delicious produce of his
parent earth, without a thought of killing
and eating his fellow animals;—that age,
wherein the feathered tribe could in free-
dom and fecurity range in their proper ele-
ment without dread or apprehenfion of the
cruel fowler ;—when the roes and hinds,
with the timorous hares, might gambol
and {camper at pleafure over the boundlefs
plains, without the rifk of being feattered
and druyve, in protraéted terrors and difmay,
to the mountains, rocks, and brakes for
{anGuary againft the purfuit of the ruthlefs
hunter;~—when the fcaly independent race
enjoyed at large their watery courfe, with-
out moleftation, from the artful wiles of
the infidious angler ;—when the fea re-
mained yet unexplored, and CoMMERCE,
that bane (falfely called the cement) of man-
kind, had not a being, and was not, as
now, an inftrument in the hands of Satan
to excite the {pecies to invafions, fraud, and
blood ; the natural produce of the earth in
every, region fupplied its offspring with all
that was ufeful and neceflary, becaufe men
were firangers to irregular defires, and we
have no fo/1d reafon to imagine its inhabi-
fants were lefs numerous then, than NOWy.
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As the wickednefs and unbounded violence
of man brought on a rueful change on the
face of the globe, fo we might rationally
hope and expect, that on an univerfal return
to his primitive goodnefi, Gop would reftore
to him his habitation, in all its onginal
beauty and natural fertiity. This hap-
py reftoration would man eafily accomplith,
if he prevailed with himfelf to abftain from’
thefe two capital vices, which were, as be-
fore obferved, the parents of every other
{fubfequent tranfgreffion on earth ;— JUSTICE
would then return in frefh luftre from her
~ long banithment, accompanied by the love-
ly train of temperance, harmony, reciprocal
Benevolence, and lafling peace; HAGGARD.
Diseask would be drove into a longer ba-
nithment than even TFuffyce fuffered, and
- (like het) only be known by name.—
Deata would be commanded to ftand a-
loof, that man’s happy term of probation
on earth might be extended to a greater
length, as a means for his future falvation.
Then, and then only, may we hope
to fee and feel the facred doltrines of
Chrifi's gofpel operate univerfally on man-
kind, by producing a general reGitude of
morals and piety.——We are not fo fan-
guine as to expect that this wondrous change
would be brcught about in oze generation,
but the nexz would moft fenfibly experience
: 1S
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its happy effefts, and Safan would foon find
himfelf repulfed and baffled in .all his cun-
ing and deep planned machinations, and be.
obliged to retteat with difgrace, and feek
an empire in fome other region of the uni-
verfe.

12qg. Now, as it appears beyond a con.
troverly, that the depraviry herein lament-
ed began in the priefthood, who firft un-
happily fell under the influence of Sazan’s
wicked fuggeftions; fo it is undoubtedly
incumbent on popes;, patriarchs, cardinals,
archbifhops, bithops, priefts, paftors, and
rulers of every.church on earth, to fet the
pious example of beginning a general re-
formation of thefe two execrable evils, the
killing and eating the rational brute crea-
tion, and guzzling vinous, &c. potations,
They would do well to confides,
that the perfevering in thefe vices thém-
{felves, burdens zbem with a double weight
of fin, as being the firlt aggreflors, and as.
being fpecially commiflioned tc guard the
morals, and pointout the right road of wor-
{hipping the Deity to the laity; confidera-
tions which, joined to their known afiiduity
and anxiety for the,falvation of mankind,
leaves us not the {malleft room to fufpect,
- that they would hefitate a moment to {ct {0
jaudable and effentially neceflary a prece-
S , dent,
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dent. 'To one unikilled in the workings of
human nature, and the powerful {way of
the prince of the air, it may appear. afto-
nithing, that fo learned and holy a body of
men fhould continue fo long immerfed in
fuch grofs erormities ;—but when we re-
flect, that the (now buman) angelic {pirit
fell when it was more pure, and endued
with more fuperior and enlarged powers,’
let us ceafe to wonder at 1ts errorsin: s pre-
{tnt degraded itate, and aim.only at the cor-
rection of them.—As an’ encouragement to
attempt and profecute this great work-(we
may juftly fay) of falvation, we Yhall re-
mark, that as the laity too readily followed
the example of their ancient reverénd teach-
ers, {o it may be reafonably prefumed, they
will as readily, in thefe our times, joyfully
fubfcribé to and fupport théir facerdotal
leaders in the pious reformation of thefe-un-
nataral and impious practices, as it -would
{o manifeftly infure to them their prefent, as
well as future bappy exiftence. -

130. Before we quit this our Third Ge-
reral Head, we will, to enforce our argu-
ments, take leave to prefent our readers
with a lively pi¢ure of man’s premetive flate
in the age which we are laboring to reftore
him to; and alfo the progrefs of evil, {u-
perftition, and idolatry which Satan re-.

duced:-
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duced mankind to, after he bad preparetl
them, as above, to receive any imprefltons
he was pleafed to meditate for their defiruc-
tion.—Both thefe are drawo by an author
profoundly fkilled in every {pecies of learn-
ing and wifdom. ““ They went out and
“ in, flept and waked, labored and refted,
 in {afety and quiet. Avarice, envy, and
¢ injuftice, had not as yet corrupted the
“ minds of mortals, The earth brought
“ forth corn, herbage, and fruits, without
¢ the hufbandman’s @r gardener’s labor. All
“ places abounded with plenty of znocent
<« refrethments, and thofe primitive inha-
< bitants coveged no mearg, The cattle
¢ and the bees afforded*i%tc:‘n milk and
* honey, and the fountain-waters were ge-
¢« perous as wine. 'This globe was a com-
¢ plete paradife, and no miftaken zeal had
“ taught men religioufly to invade another's
¢ pights, and in a pious jury to murdcr thew
‘¢ -neighbors, in bopes of meriting beaven
“ bereafter. The law of nature was in
« univerfal force. IEvery man-purfued the
‘« dictates of Reafon, without hearkening
““ to religious fophiftry, and facred fables.”
—“ Bat when (at Safan’s inftigation)
<« the lucre of gold had corrupted men’s
< manners, and they, not contented with
¢ the riches and {weets which the furiace
¢ of the carth daily aforded them, had

«« found
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found a way to defcend into her bowels,
ftung with an infatiable defire of hidden
treafures ; then began injuftice, oppref-
fion, and cruelty to take place. Men
made 1nclofures for themfelves, and en-
compafled a certain portion of land, with
hedges, ditches, and pales, to fence them
from the invafions of others; for the

‘¢ guilt of their own vicious inclinations
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filled them with fears, and made them

jealous of one another. They built them-

felves ftrong holds, fortreffes, caftles,
and cities; and their terrors :increafing
with their criminal pofleflions, they per-
{uaded them{elves that the very elements
would prove their enemies, if not pacified
by bribes and prefents. Hence {prang
the firft invention of altars and {acrifices,
and from th:fe pannic fears of mortals,
the gods derived their pedigree; for one
built a temple to the Sun, another to‘the

Moon, a third to Fupiter, Mars, or the

reft of the planets. Some adored the
Fire, others the Water or Wind. Every
one fet up to himielf fuch a god as he
fancied would be propitious te him,
Thus error, being equally propagated -
with human nature, they created an infi-
nite rabble of imaginary deities, paying

‘ to thofe idols the fuprems ‘incommuni-

¢« cable
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* cable honors due only to the Eternal
¢« Effence, Father, and Source of all things.”

FourTH GENERAL HEAD.

131. With our readers permiffion, wegup ge.
will open this head with the following texts neral Head.
of Bramak's Chartah Bhade * ,——— THE
** ETerNAL OnE {poke again and faid—

“ 1 have not with-held my mercy from
¢ Moifafoor, Rbabson, and the reft of the
* rebellious debiab;—but as they thirfted
¢ for power, I will enlarge their powers of
“ evi/;—they fhall have liberty to pervade
the eight boboons of purgation and proba-
« tion, and the delinquent debzadh thall be
¢ expofed and open to the fame temptations
¢ that firft inftigated their revolt: but the
“ exertion of thole enlarged powers which
¢ 1 will give to the rebellious leaders fhall
be fo them the fource of aggravated guilt
¢ and punifhment; and the refitance made
“ to their temptations by the perverted
“ debtab, (hall be To ME the great proof of
“ the fincerity of their forrow and repent-
¢ ance.’—— THE ETERNAL ONE ceaf-
“ ed—And the faithful hoft fthouted forth
““ fongs of praife and adoration, mixed with
 grief and lamentation for the fate of their
* Vide Parc 1] p. <=,

ci

“ Japfed
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« lapfed brethren.—=—They communed
«« .amongft themfielves, and with one voice,
‘““ by the mouth of Biffnos, befought TuEe
“ ETERNAL oNEg, that they might have
‘“ permifiion to defcend occalionally to the
““ eight boboons of punifhment, purgation,
“ and probation, to aflame the form of
“ Mpurd, and by their prefence, counci}
¢ and example, guard the unhappy and
“ perverted debtfab, againft the further
““ temntations of Moi/afeor and the rebel-
“ lious leaders,—THuE ETERNAL ONE af-
¢ {fented, and the faithful heavenlvy bands
““ fhouted their fongsof gladnefs and thanki

“ giving
gIVll’l‘J.

132. Before we proceed, it may to fome
appear neceflary that we clear up a feeming
contradition :n this part of Braman’s fcrip-
tures. It may be objefted, that Gobp,
firlt by his fentence expofes the delinquent
angeis to thc fame temptations that in-
flucnced their revolt ; and then, immediately
after, perm:ts the faithful hoft occafionally
to defcend, and guard themm from the art-
ful wiles of the tempters, or in other
words, to countcradt his own decrees.~e
To reconciie this feeming abfurdity, we
have only to conceive that the faithful hoft
forefaw, that the dclinquents might not of
themfelves be able to withfland the fuperior

facultics

—
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faculties of the revolted leaders¥ who, it
may rationally be {uppofed, were endued
with higher powers in proportion to their
original rank :—-this circumftance premifed,
we fay, it is ealy to umagine why Gob
thould relent at the warm and pious 1nter-
ceffion of his faithful angels, and affent to
the auxihary force petrt;oned for by the
{ame interceflion HE had before been pre-
vailed upon to reverfe their firfl doom, and
emerge them from their place of uzter dark-
nefs and anguifh, into a pleafing flate of
probation, comparatively confidered; for,
although they were fentenced to a ﬁatc of
degradation in their paffage through the
brute forms, yet being conicious, hum the
fentence pronounced to them bv Birmab,
that through thefe they thould arrive at a
form, wherein they fhould have powers to
work out their reftoration, their prefent.
{tate muft have dppeared delectable to
them, put in comparifon with the former,
a {tate of eternal defpair and bitternefs.
Now, as the faithful hoft had fucceeded 1n
the fr/t mflance, why thould they not in the
{zcond ?—They did.—Thus the feeming
contradiétion in the text vanifthes, and at
the fame time conveys to us a ufeful and
comfortable moral, to wit, that the prayers
and ardent folicitations of good beings are

not without their effe&t with a merciful
N deity,—
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:-deity.--#---The ipprehenfions too of the
faithful hoft were well grounded; for even -
with their affiftance, Sazan proved an over-

match for them both, and {o continues to
this day.

133. The vifible or invifible miniftration,
or interpofition of angelic beings in the
concerns of mortals, is a2 do&rine which
carries with it the fap&ion of the three
great divine revelations, the Shaffab, the
Old and New Teflament, as well as the con-
curring opinion of all mankind; and there-
fore we may juftly rank it as one of the
pramitive truths, which had the moft un-
doubted evidence for its birth and propaga-
tion in the firf} times—From this doctrine
(a relative of the Metempfychofis) lowed
the firlt principle of the Manichean {yltem
originally brcached by the Perfian Magi,
amongit other mutilated tenets of the Ghar-
tah Bbade ;—the firft principles of this pri-
mitive truth were {imple and intelligible, but
(in common withsthe refl of the primibive
truths) mankipd in procefs of time loft
fight of it ; and being unable to account for
the mixture of geod and evi/ whichappear-
ed in their exiftence, they rafhly propagated
the horrible do&trine of two abfolute and
independent divinities that governed the
univerfe, cach of diametrically oppoiite

6 * natures ;
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. patures 3 not adver!;ing, that asfingle con-
fideration which Prefented itfelf daily to

~ them, was f{ufficient to refute a dolrire

‘which at once wickedly deftroyed the very
exiftence of a Detty and Providence ; where-
as, had not Safe: hoodwinked thewr un-
derftanding, they might have feen, that as
no {late whatfoever could poflibly be go-
verned by two independent powers, with-
out falling into anarchy and confufion; fo
- much lefs could the univerfe :—but from
the caules above and elfewhere affigned, it
18 no wonder that mankind fell into a mil-
lion of abiurdities, not lef{s inmiquitous than
this. |

174. The mixture of good and evil
thiz world Howed naturally from the fecond
angelic defection in the human form, as-
inevitable effects from adequate caufes; for
thefe beings were fo firuck with the unex-
pected mercy of their Creator, in affording
them a trial and term of probation, in a
world replete with every beauty and accom-
modation beyond their defert; that they
continued truly feniible of that grace for a
Ppace, diftinguifhed by the ancient poets and
philofophers by the title of the golden age,
by Bramab, as the age of truth and holi-
nefs; and it is reafonable to belicve, that
during that period, many of them regained

- N 2 their
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their celeftial habitations ; and equally pro-
bable, that whilft they continued in this
ftate of general contrition, neither natural
or moral evil had a footing in this globe,
but.that the former commenced and kept
pace with the latter; and it is a well
grounded opinion of philofophers and di-
vines, that during the promative age, this
globe was not fubje to thofe convulfive vi-
ciffitudes of ftorms, earthquakes, deluges,
&c. nor the animal forms to peftilential or
other difeafes, which moral evils produced
at the beginning of the fecond age, when
the fecond defection of the angelic beings
under mortal forms took place as before no-
ticed: then it was, that man began to kill
and eat his brethren of the creation, the
brute anumals; and in procefs of time to
kill and eat one another ;—then began
contentions for property and power, which
produced 1nvafions, murders, and every {pe-
cies of cruelty amongft themfelves ;—then
began the contention between the elements
ﬁy the defignation of Gob, for the punifh-
ment of thie ungrateful delinquents; and
then alfo began the contention between the
good and evil {piritual beings, the ope la-
boring to-recover them to their duty, the
other to feduce, them from it. Here we
would ftrenuoulfly recommend toour readers
the perufal of-the pious, forcible, and ju-

| dicious
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dicious reafoning of the Rev. Mr. Dean,
(before cited) in the firft volume of his effay
on the future lives of the brute creation,
where he unan{werably proves that moral
tranfgreflions were the caufes of phyfical
evils, although he feems a {tranger to the

true reafon, a priors, why they fhould be fo.

175. The learned Baxter concurs w'th
the Bramins, touching the exiflence of evil
{pirits ; and reafon, joined to the confider-
ation of the goodnefs of Gob, naturally
leads us to conclude, that if evil {pirits have
exiftence and power, there muit alfo be
good ones. —tis words are theie: ¢ The
““ eqflern philolophers affert, thi: rhere are
‘“ living beings exifting leparte ivon mat-
‘“ ter; that they a&t iu that ftate upon our
““ bodies, and provoke our ficeping vifions.”
—And he cites Plurarch in the inftances of
Brutus and Dion, faving, << We muft cwn
‘“ with the old philojophers, that there are
¢“ bad fpirits who envy good men, and en-
“ deavour to flumbie them. left going on
‘“ 1n the ways of virtue, tney fhould enjoy
“ a better lot than themielves.” And our
tearned divine adds in another place, ¢¢ That
““ thefe bad ftirits are permitted to excite
¢ dreams that {requently degenerate into
‘“ awaking pofleflions, madnefs, idiotifin,

f« &c. and by {uch an aftendance, miflead
N 3
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“ the foul:"B-From the fame eaftern fages,
he might have known that there exift alfo
geod fpirits who voluntarily endeavor tg
countera&t the bad. |

136. During the primitive age, it thould
fecm that Saram and his aflociate leaders
had fmall, if any influence in the world;
he appears (like an able politician) only to
wait for proper times and fealons to exert .
his abiliiies 1n :—he could not but know
that the delinquents were now as much
ftunned with the unhoped-for mercy of
Gop, as they bad been before by his ven-
geance, and therefore that this could be
no favoravle junCture to operate upon
thern :—-Bat he aliv knew (as is the cafe
with all rebels) that mercy would have no
lang ettedt upon them; that the embers of
rebellion in them were only fmothered,
bat not extinguifhed ; and that there was
only wanting a proper period and occafion
to blow them up, and make them blaze
again with greater fury: he judged that
they would in time (allured by the delicious
enjoyments of their region of probation)
forget both the torments and defpairing
anguifh they had fuffered in the region of
utter darknefs, as well as the mercy that
had redeemed them from it; and he was:
Perfe;?dy right in his conclufion.——The

1ncans

-
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means this arch-traitor adoﬂed to bring
about his purpofes of evil, both matural
and moral, we have developed in our fore-
ooing (eneral Head, omitting one circum-
ftance of encouragement as more properly
applicable here—>Sazan and his lcaders, al-
though fenfible that the powers of the faith-
ful angelic beings they had to contend with,
were equal with their own, yet they were
not difmayed ; knowing that the propen-
fity to evil in the obje&ts on whom their ef-

forts were to be tried, would turn the ba-
lance in their favor.

137. It is moft probable, that the earliett
records that we have of the world, and the
tranfactions of it, may be properly termed
modern times, when putin comparifon with’
thofe that preceded; at leaft we have no
folid reafons, or 'certain guldes, for our
thinking otherwife. Howfoever the ancient
records of the univerfe afferted to be in the
poflefiion of the Indians, Chinefe, and Egyp-
tians, ftand difcountenanced by the narrow
and limited conjeltures of the modergs,
yet unprejudiced reafon (as before hinted)
recoils at the fuppofition of the worid's
being in the juvenile fizte given to it by the
chronologers of Europe; when, from «ll
its interior and external ph@nomesna, it ap-
pears to {tand on its laft legs, or rather {up-

N 4 norted



( 184 )

ported only #n its crutches ;— Herodotus
was certainly a wife man, and although he
rccites many extravagant legends of the
Egypiian priclls, yet 1t 1s eafy to diftinguith
by his manner of tmnfﬂitting thiem to po-
ﬂulty, what he really baa {utiicient grounds
to credit, and what to lavzh at, as fabu-
Ious: amonaft the *mmer, 15 z‘lu, anliguily
of  therr records ;- ii thele extended
cightcen theufahd years back from the pe-
riod in which he wrote, then who knows
what revolutions in flates, empires, learn-
ing, arts and {cicnces may not have hap-

pened 1 the tunies preceding éberr records 2
il ,,,,/g/& pm TrHomea, ke birds uf pajflage,

taking their fight from one rcgion to fettle
fora time in another, or, to purfue our
{imile 10 a different fpecies of thofe animals,
diving and iinking in one place to rife in
ai:other far diftant; as we have obferved to
have happened #o them a/l, within the pe-
riod of our {fcanty and imperfet chronicles :
and yet, fcanty as they are, itis from #hefe
alone, we areenabled to form a rational {ur-
mife, or judge with any precifion of the
paft; from thefe then we are fupported in
faying, that zbe foundation of every known
empire, kmﬂdﬁm and ftate of the world,

Was arfgzm/{y Jaid in blood and car nage s and
by thefe rofe to the fummit of their great-
nefs, and by thele fell to Ptrdmon

138 On
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138, On a retrofpe& into #ithentic hif-
tory, we f{urvey the fatal and f{anguinary
iffuz of the civil wars of all nations ; where-
in thofe allied by the moft facred ties, en-
gaging on different parties, cut the throats
of each other, and gloried 1n the facri-
fice Lct us next take a view of the la-
mentable effedts of invation, from the Pa-
gan and idolatrous Sefiffrzs, to the Chriftian
Spanierd’s invahion of Peru and Mexico, 1In
the profecution of which laft only, no lefs
than twenty millions of unoffending people
were flaughtered without mercy,———Let
us obferve the horrid concomitan:s of thofe
contentions, impioufly ftited, religious wars;
wherein religion, intended to correét our
morals, and eftablith peace on earth; has
been made the ftalking-horfe, to cover the
perpetration of the moft cruel and atrocious
crimes, diftated by ambition, and an 1a-
fatiable thirft for dominion and property ;
witnefs the progrefs of the Koran, eflta-
blithed by fire and f{word throughout the
grcatell part of the world, the crufades, (let
us not call them Chriltian) and the endlefs
contentions between the profeflors ot Chri-
{tianity themielves, and the dire maflacres
they have been the caufe of ;—religious wars
had no exiftence in the annals of antiquity ;
this was a f{pecies of wickednefs referved
for later, and more enlightened times, 1n-

troduced
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troduced byﬁw perverfion of Chrift’s go-
fpel.—Let us laftly confider the difmal cf-
felts of a// wars, even to the prefent hour,
and the univerfal deprdvity of man; and
then fee if we can find any adeguv ie caufe
for thefe horrible enormous cfedds, than
that above affigned, namely, #be mflucnce of
Satan, under which the whole race of an-
gelic delinquent human beings unhappily
tell, at the clofe of the primitive cge; a do-
minion he has preferved ever fince over the
{pecies, a very few individuals in every age
and every region excepted, who have nobly
with{ood his wicked machinations, and
vtmoft efforts, to pervert them ; a confider-
ation which amounts to proof, that a/f might
partake of this celeftial triomph #f' 2hey
would, by joining the exertion of their own
powers with the faithful angelic beings, who
are ever at their call ; for we have no more -
caufe to doubt their exiftence and adivity,
than we have io doubt thofe of the air and
wind, although invifible to us.

139. Gob, confcious that he has endow-
ed us with fufhcient powers of refiftance,
abandons us to curfelves; and it is by the
neglet of thofe powers that (tiHl mam goes on
as the devil drives bim, and muft neceflarily
{o ccntinue, -until he again, by the full ex-
ertion of his divine intellectual faculties, re-

COVeErs
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covers that purity he poffefi‘etﬁn the primi-
tive age; the full exertion of thofe powers
he can only acquire, by refforing the body,
and its plaflic juices, to their primitive na-
tures, thereby freeing the foul from thofe
impeding chains which he himfelf has for-
ged for her ; the fure means for accomplifh-
ing this great end, and fetting Safan at de-
fiance, we have already pointed out; until
then, we remain entangled in the fnares and
nets of the devil, and, like other animals
fo caught, thall perfit in biting, {cratching,
worrying and murdering one another to the
end of time.———~Here we beg leave to dif-
fent from the too generally received opinion,
that the ancient and modern heroes, con-
~ querors, leaders of battles and invafion, ai-
lies of death and the devil, {o much cele-
brated in ftory (as your Sefefirifes, Semira-
mifes, Cyrufes, Crefufes, Cambyfes, Darujes,
Xerxes, rAlexanders, Cafars, Mabommeds,
and a very long &c, &c. &t.), were orare
inftrauments, or a fcourge in the hands of
Gop for the chaftifement of rmankind, be-
caufe we think thére appears no neceffity for
fuch an interpofition ; nor can we bring our-
felves to believe that Gobp ever did, or does
confent, to thofe furious maflacres of the
{pecies, recorded in the annals of the world,
and perpetrated to this day: why fhould
we




O

( 188 )
we be driverfto {o unneceflary a conclufion,
when we fee, that the genius of man, by
the guidance of Saran, is quite adeqguate to
the purpofe? nor have we a doubt, but that .
he takes fpecial care, firfl to infufe inio his
hero a proper difpofition for blood and con-
queft, and then places a prime leader of bis
own at his elbow, to kecp him fteady, and
proof againf{t the horrid aud piercing groans,
fhricks, and cries, of flaughtered parents,
hufbands, and brothers, ravithed wives and
daughters, entertained at the fame time
with the heart-rending {crcams of their ex-
piring infants; for howloever heroes and
their blood-thirfly followers may, by cuf-
tcm and practice, be inured to thefe glor:-
ous fcenes, yet 1t might {ometimes fo hap-
pen, that the feelings of humanity would
ftart up in their breaft, and were they not
immediately {upprefled, Sefan’s main pur-
pofe would be defeated; for the greater
number of the {pecies cut off thort of  #beir
term of provation, the farther his iniquitous.
end is anfwered; and therefore he never
fails to excite to murder upon every favor-
able occafion, no matter of what kind,
whether of man or brute; we likewife
think it moft probable, that, upon extraor-
dinary incidents, where ‘he might have
doubts of the addrefs or influence of a de-

_pury,
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puty, he did fome of the firfl-rate beroes the
honor of accompanying them Aimfe/fin their
expeditions, particularly Cyrus, Alexander,
Czfar, Muabommed, and Fernando Cortez,
with other captains both of ancient and
modern date, needlefs to mention. Re-
{pecting the deftruction of Babylon, fo mi-
nutely foretold by the prophets Yeremiah
and lfaizh, where  their young men and
“ their hoft were to be utterly cut off by
‘“ the {word, their houfes {poiled, their
““ wives and virgins ravithed, thofe in the
““ womb not {pared, and their children’s
“¢ brains dafthed out againft the flones be-
‘“ fore-their eyes;” if we allow the pro-
phets to have been juftly infpired in the cir-
cumitances of this defolation, yet they cer-

tainly were miftaken as to the firf mover of
¢, and, by fome egregious error or other,
deprived Safan of the honor of this glorious
enterprize.

-t

140. By what has been faid, and with a
reference to the Metempfychofis, it need not
appear ftrange, that the world has at all
times been equally populous, refpeing both
man and beaft, or very nearly fo; for {o few
of the delinquent fpirits in every age have
tranfmigrated to heaven, that they have
been hardly mifled on earth. Here, we
know, will be objeéted to us Mofis’s account

of
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of the deluge, and the new propagation of
all the animal {pecies, from the ftock which
Noab faved in the ark.——=To this we fay,
that there have been many folid arguments
urged againft the univerfality of Mofes’s deluge,
which have never been refuted to the full
fatisfaction of inquifitive reafon,.—It is true,
we have Mofes's ipfe dixit tor. the deftruc-
tion of all, 1n whofe noftrils were the breath
of life; but how came it to pafs, that 4
race of 4nimals, as numerous, if not more
{o, than thofe of the earth, efcaped his no-
tice {fo far, as not even to be worthy the
mention, - namely, the fithes of the {eas and
rivers ! in their noftrils were furely the
breath of life. But the caufe of Mo/fes’s fi-
lence refpecting them is obvious; he knew
the difficulty of conceiving how their de-
ftruction could be accomplithed in their pro-
per element, on which the moft tremendous
ftorms and hurricanes are matters of fport
and paftime to them; therefore he took the
wifer part in pafling them over in filence,
as having no exiftence in the fcale of be-
ings. This confideration proves, that what-
foever the deluge might have been, the de-
{truction of the animal creation was tot uni-
verfal ; then fuffer us to afk, in jultice tothe
reft of the devoted animals, what exemp-
tion this peculiar race was intitled to, that
they did not participate in the general

wreck ?
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wreck P-=@oDn’s juftice,. mercy, and provi-
dence areequal to all, “a {parrow falls not
¢¢ to the ground unnoticed of him”—there-
fore it thould feem, that the {pirits animat-
“ing the inhabitants of the waters, {hould at
that period have been /fs gwuilty than the
other terreftrial fpecies ; but that that might
not have been the cafe, we fhail fhew pre-
fently, and demonftrate, that the feeming
partial favor of Providence for tnat race can
be only accounted for from the dotrine of
the Metempfychofis.

141. Let us {uppofe, for argument-fake
only (making a large allowance for the l-
beral genius of travellers), thatevery nation
" in the world retains a tradition of a deloge,
yet this by no means invalidates the opinion
that that of Mpyfes was only local and par-
tial.——Men had finned, although probably
not in equal degree, nor at the fame period
of time, in every region of the habitable
world, and therefore all might merit the
chattifement of Gop, {ome at one time, and’
fome at another; therefore why may we.
not fuppofe, that he was pleafed to make
ufe of a imilar mode of punifhment to them
all at different periods :~—thus, in _cur own
times, we fece fome-nations fuffer under
earthquakes, florms, inundations, and pe-

{tilences,
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fiilerices, &c. at one time, and others at
another; and thus all nations may have re.
tained a tradition of a deluge; univerfal as
to cach particular, but firictly and properly
fpeaking, local only.—On this probable fur-
mife we need no longer puzzle ourfelves
with the difficulty of peopling America
either with man or beafls, or any of thofe
numerous iflands which lie very far detach-
ed from any continent, and yet at their firft
difcovery were found populous and flourifh-
ing in both.——But leavipg this difputed
point of the univerfality of Moyfes’s deluge,
as mgny others have done before us, juft as
. we found 1t, and as one of thofe occult
events in which mankind will never univer-
fally concur, we will fuppofe it to have been
precifely and minutely as Mo/fes has defcribed

1t. -

142. Then it follows, that the fouls of
every being were oufted of their mortal ha-
bitation for a fpace, except thofe which ani-

‘mated the marine forms. Now, by Mofes’s
fhewing, Gop attributes no evil or wicked-
nefs to any of the brute creation ; nor to the
myriads of infant innocents ftruggling under
the bitter pangs of death in that dreadful
cataftrophe ; and yet thefe fuffered indifcri-

minately, and in common with guity man.
' Now,
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Now, ye divines, philofophers, fages, and
moralilts of the world! account for this ge-
meral and undiftinguithed ruin of animal
life, copfiftent with our ideas of a su# and
merciful Gop, upon any other hypothefis
than that of the Metempfychofis of Bramab,
and ye fhall be to us more than our Mag-
nus Apollo.—On the principles of this doc-
trine alone, thofe two divine attributes of
the Deity ftand confefled, and vindicated,
whether applied to an univerfal, or partial
deluge on the earth, or to any other marks
of his difpleafure:—death, to which man
was doomed at the deluge, was no more
than he was fubje to before; but the de-
{troction being fo general, made it more fig-
nal: the meafure of man’s iniquity was
more than full, it ran over ; and God feem-
ed determined, at one tremendous blow, to
try if terror would not in future operate
more powerfully upon them than his good~
nefs had done. The brutes, animated by the
fame delinquent {pirits, although under
other mortal forms, had been equally guilty
“in their former tran{migration of man, and
therefore juftly fuffered; the infant human
race were taken off, and the term of the
{pirits probation, with that of their parents,
cut thort, as the {fevereft ftroke of Gop’s
difpleafure to man. The fith, although

exempted for the prefent from their fhare of
O the
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the general calamity, yet partook of its coria
fequences equal with the reft, in their fu-
ture courfe of tran{iigration through other
mortal forms, from the dire change in the
nature of this habitable globe, whofe de=
lightful furface became rugged and inhofpi-
table; its pure circumambient atmof{phere,
{o eflential to health and longevity, became
vitiated; which, with other new and inju-.
rious phenomena in nature, contributed to.
fhorten the date of animal life. Then
peftilence, famine, earthguakes, tempefts,
innndations, &c. became inftruments im
the hands of Gop for the chaftifement of,
. the delinquent {pirit's fecond apoftacy : and
thus man brought upon himfelf accumulated
ratural evils, in confequence of his moral
tranfpreffions; oppreflion, war, ambition,
and their cruel efte@s, .in the hands of thofe
{poilers of mankind callea beroes, were infli-,
oated, as before fhewn, by another mover.

143. We have faid above, that the cutv
ting {iiort man’s term of probation was the
fovereft ftroke of Gop’s difpleafure; for he -
alone knows how many direful viciflitudes,
and varicty of irkfome forms the delinguent
] moft pafs through, before it receives the
grace of ve-entering the buman form, tor a
new combat betwixt vice and virtue.—e—
The Egyptions, according to Herodotus, 1;11::

,. " the



i;f!f:' precife term of three thoufand years be-
tween the fpirit’s banithment from the hu-
man form, and its regaining that fafe of
probatwon, from which only they can hope to
tranfmigrate to heaven. In this opinion
they were followed by Pythagoras, who
averred his {pirit animated the mortal form
of Eupborbus, flain’ at the fiege of Troy —-
'f[lié‘* Bramins affix no precife {pace of time
or the completion of this event; and teach
only,that the delinguent [pirit pafles through
eighty-eight mortal forms, zbe fiecies ap-
pointéd by Gop aloné; fo that, according
to this docGtrine, the fpace may be long of
thort, in proportion to the longevity or
quick decay (confiftent with the common
courfe of nature) of the mortal bodies it ig
doomed to animate. That the determined
fpace affigned by the Egyptians, was void
of any folid foundation, and an innovation
on the original dodtrine of the Metempfy-
chofis, appears from the confideration of the
uncertain term between the diffolution of
the human form, and the fpirit’s being al:
lowed the grace of re:entering any mortal
form at all}——Thus Tue ETERNAL
ONEe, fpeaking in the text of Bramab, part
2d, p..55. ““ But it thall be,——that if
‘s the rebellious debtah do not benefit of my
‘¢ favor in the eighty-ninth tran{migration
-4 of mpurd (mman) according to the powers

' Oz ¢ where-
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¢« wherewith T will inveft them ;==eathou,
¢ Sich, (halt return thenifor a fpace into the
s onderah, and from thence, after a timg
* which I fkall appoint, B iffnoo. fhall re-
¢ place them in the lﬁweﬁ bobaon of pumfh—
‘“ ment and purgation for a fecond trial:——
< and in this wile fball they fuffer, until, by
¢ their repeatance and per{everance in good
““ works during their eighty-ninth trapfmi-
«« gration of mburd, they fhall attain the pintb
¢ boboon,eventhefirft of the feven boboons of
¢ pursﬁ:ﬂnan —For it is decreed, that -the
¢« rebellious dedrab (hall not enter thc mahab
“ furgo, nor behold my face,.until they have
¢ pafled the eight bodoons of Hﬁ{ﬂ“mﬁ’ﬂf; and
« the feven boboons of pzaryicarm: '—Now.
it is moft rational to conclude, that the term,,
or fpace and degree of the {pirit’s fufferings,
both before it is permitted to enter any mor-
tal body, and during its imprifongnent there-
in, .are (conformable to infinite juftice and
mercy) pruportmned to its greater or leffer
degree of guilt, 1a its lapfed fiate of probation.
in the bumar form. This being the cale,
how grcatly incumbent is it not on man-
kind, to exert with vigor that portion-. of
Gop’s divine {pirit with which he is R
~ dowed, that he may rife from this gracious
flate of trial, 1o thofe manfions of blifs ffll.
kept open for him; the more efpecially.as.
he has a meoral certainty, that thould his owa.
' powers
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Euwers (from impeding caufes to which he
ands felf-fubjected) prove infufficient, there
15 an nvifible angelic aid ready to fecond and
fuppott his pious endeavors. S

 FirTH AND LAST GeNERAL HEAD.

144. It may be remarked, that there are Fifth ge-
fwo points of Bramah's do@rine, refpe&ing "™
the flate of the {pirit, after the diffolution
of the human body; tbe fir/}; its refidence
Jor.a fpace in the onderah, the feat of dark-
nefs and anguith, before it is fuffered to
animate any mortal form at all;—The fecond,
its ftate of purification, when by a life of
purity and virtue, during its previous flate
of probation, it ceafes from its mortal tranf-
migrations. We need not expatiate on
the temporal pecuniary trade and advan-
tages the church of Rome makes of zbe firf?
of thefe do@rines; the leaders of that
church will anfwer before a fupreme and
infaliible judge, for that, and the multitude
of other grofs and extravagant principles of
faith, by which they pervert the pure doc-
trines of Chrift, and miflead the people
committed to their charge; from whom the
true Gop, and his worthip, are as effe¢tual-
ly obfcured, as ever they were from the
- Canaanites, Egyptians, and Tyrians of old.

. O3 —But
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e—But this by the bye; .nor thould swe have
been provoked to thefe refletions, had we
not fo lately been an eye-witnefs of the
corruptions, idolatries, vicious parade, and
legerdemain of that mother-church of Eu-
rope. That there is an intermediate {late
of the fpirit’s purificaticn between its deli-
verance from the human body, and its ad-
miflion to the prefence of Gop, is the
~opinion of all divines and philofophers; and
countenanced by the Chriftian {yftem: ng
wonder then,. that thefe two points of docs
trine fhould have fo univerfally obtained,
when it appears, that they hold a rank
among(t the primitive trutbs, revealed to
the apoftate angels, when doomed to take
the mortal forms upon them, and are confe-
 guently relative tenets of the Metempfy~
chofis, _ :

145. The do&rine of the fpirit’s purifis
cation is evidently founded on' the rational
conclufion, that its various and many de-
filements contralted in the flefh, render
it an object unworthy of admiffion to Gon,
of of the fociety of thofe pure beings whao
had nat known pollution, until it under-
goes a perfe@ depuration; to accomplifh
which, it was neceflary it fhould pafls
through feven. regions or ftages of purificas
tion, ‘according to thz text of Bramah:

) GyRARits f S atter
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matter, we know, when grofsly foiled, can-
not be fufficiently cleanfed a# once; but will
require the frequent reiteration of the fame
procefs ; and thus we may cenceive of the
foul : but why precifely Sever gradations of
cleanfings, we wiil not pretend to explain,
nor 15 1t a matter of much importance, —
It 1s reafonable to inagine, that the {pirit’s
paflage through thefe feven pure regions is-
retarded, or expedited, in proportion to the
ftains it had contralted during its abode in
the fleth, and the degree of its origral
tranfgreflion ; for we have no {olid reafon
fer thinking, that the apoftate angels all
equally finned; the firff movers to fedition
and rebellion being certainly moff calpabie,
~That fewen was a myftical number with
all antiquity appears beyond all doubt:
Gob refted on the Sevensd day according to
Mopfes ; the univerfe js divided by aftrono-
mers into feven primary planets; the feven
angels, and the fever vials of the Revela-
tions; the feven wife men; the ffven won-
ders of the world; the feven divifions, or
parts of the world, according to Zorogfler,
fpecified in the voyage of the curious, and
induftrious Monfieur de Perron; wherein
the reader, if he has nothing better to do,
may amufe himfelf with the rhapfodies,
and theological dreams of that legiflator of
the Perfians; and when he has dene, we

| 04 dare
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dare promife him he will not find either
his heart or his underftanding much en-
lightened:—The feven -heavens, and the
~ beaven of beavens fo frequently mentioned
'by the Jewith Rabbis, and by Mabommed,
~and the Arabian do&ors, to correfpondent
with Bramab's feven celeflial regions aof purt=
fication, and the mabab furgo, or lupreme
heaven; and it is pretty plain, that Ma-
bommed, whofe olio, or hodge-podge of re-
Jigion, was compofed from every f{yftem
~ then extant, borrowed his feven heavens,
and beaven of beavens, from the Branuns,

146. Refpeéting the difiolution or de-
firuction of the univerfe, or fifteen boboons
of punithment and purification, Bramab’s
doétrine differs from all others ; in that he
teaches, the deltruétion. of the firff eight
will precede that of the /aff feven; at the
deftruction of the fir/, he marks the final
day of judgment, but his text will fpeak
better for him than we can.———¢“ When
¢ all was huthed! Ture ETERNAL ONE
¢¢ faid,—It fhall be—that, when the {pace
¢« of time, which I have decreed for the
‘¢ duration of the Dunneaboudah, and the
¢« fpace which my mercy has allotted for
‘“ the probation of the fallen debtab, fhall
“ be accomplithed by the revolutions of

¢¢ the four Jfoques—in that day, thould therg
5 , , “ bg
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“- be -atty .of thém, who, PERAINING repro=
 bate, have not paflfed the eighth. boboon
“ of punifhment and probation, and have
““ not entered the mintd boboon, even the
- ¢ firft boboon of purification ; ~—— thou,
% Sres, fhalt, armed with my power,
“ CAST THEM INTO THE ONDERAH
¢ FOR EVER.——And thou fhalt then de«
““ ftroy the eight boboons of punithment,
‘“ purgation and probation, and THEY
‘¢ SHALL BE No MoRE.—And thou, Bifnoo,
¢ {halt yet for a fpace preferve the fewen
* bobeons of purification, until the debtab,
““ who have bencfited of my grace and
‘ mercy, have by tbec been purified from
¢ their fin :—and in the day when that thall
‘“ be accomplifhed, and they are reftored
* tg thewr fiate, and admitted to my pre-
¢ fence,—thou, Sied, thalt then deftroy tée
¢ fiven boboons of purification, and—THEY
““ SHALL BE No MoRe.”~———Thus, accord-
ing to Bramah, as Gop has conflru&@ed the
firft eight regions for the reception, pu-
nithment, and probation of the apoftate
angels ; fo, when the term allotted for ##s
duration, and zber trial, expires, and the
remaining reprobates are plunged into the
place of darknefs and anguith, thefe eight
regions becoming ufelefs, their form is def~
tined for deltrution, whilft the other feven
are yet to be preferved for the gracieus puts
pofes exprefied in the text. '

147. This
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 14%. This partial deftruGtion of part of
the univerfe carries nothing with it, incon.
gruous to the wifdom and goodnefsof Gop,
but rather exalts both. Of all the nu-
merous {pheres or {ubdivifions of the fifteen
primary boboons of Bramab, fabricated for
the reception of the myriads of apoftate
beings, no mortal can know how many #ill
exilt in their original form, or what
changes they may not have undergone ;—
many of them fcattered through the vaft
expanfe, may have been long (for.aught
we know to the contrary) reduced to their
primitive chaos, without being mifled by
us, notwithftanding our bufy, prying, ar-
tificial optics, to explore what does not be-
long to us; which refearches only afford
us futile matter of conjecture, whereon to
found imaginary planetary fyftems; the one
exploded, as foon as birth i1s given to an-
other with more plaufible appearances;
thereby drawing off man’s wifdom and
attention from matters of more immediate
and important concern to him.—Man has
nothing to do in this world, if he keeps
his talents properly employed, but fo ex-
plore bimjelf, and fecure his immortal part
(at its exit from the body) from future mor- -
tal chains, cither in the brute or human
forms. Had that profufion of wifdom,
-apd -divine powers in -man, which has in
2 ,. o all
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~ alt ages heen fquandered away in the pur-
fuit of non-eflentials; been applied to its
proper objeCts ; the primitive truths of his
{alvatton” would not have lain fo long hid |
from him, nor he fo long been a ftranger

g0 his real flate and relative nature.

148. The ancient Gentoos celebrated the
aniverfary of their birth with folemn fafls
and thankfgiving, fucceeded by a feaft of
joy : this they did, upon the pious reflec-
tion, that the {pirit had cealed from its
tranfmigrations through the brute forms,
and had attained to its ftate of probation in
man ; and upon this principle it was, that
théy celebrated in like manner the birth
~ of their children. We likewife celebrate
the birth of our children, and theirs, and
our own anniverfaries ; but alas! in a very
different manner, and upon very different
confiderations ;j—the man who celebrates a
birth-day, upon any other principle than
that of the Metempfychofis, does it either

from the incentives of folly, pride, felf-
“love, and vanity, or from interefted views

of fucceflion ; motives, all moft unworthy

of a rational being: for man, abfirailedly
© ¢onfidered, has, Gop knows, little caufe for
- pluming him{elf, or celebrating and rejoicing -
for an event which introduces him into g -
life fraught with many evils, inevitable, oF -

of
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of his own procuring; fo that the beft of
us would more fenfibly commemorate the
day of his nativity, as the poet Dryden
makes Marcus Antonius, in double pomp of
fadnefs ; but, when we confider the
~ fame event with a retrofpect to the Metem-
pfychofis, and behold an offending angelic
being freed from the brutal mortal chains,
and entering into a flate wherein, by pro-
greflive degrees, he arrives to the full ex-
ercife of his divine intelleGtual powers, and
18 enabled thereby to re-afcend to thofe re-
gions of blifs, which he had too juftly for:-
feited, then he may with Well-gmund..-
~ ed reafon annually celebrate {o gracious an
iricident with pious praife and thank(giv-
ing, and temperate focial joy and feftivity ;
whether ourfelves, or any conneted to us,
are the objelts: otherwife, a cere~
monial of this kind muft appear to cvery
thinking being, an empty parade of vain-
glory; and a mark of unaccountable in
fatuation, repugnant to commeon fenfe,

CON-
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"CONCLUSION.

- 140. Wehave now, candid reader, bmu-ght
. our five General Heads to a clofes in the
difcufiion of which, our chief aim has been
the reftoring to' mankind thofe effential
PRIMITIVE TRUTHs, on which his real
- ftate and ‘nature originally exifted, and flilk
exifts ; and on a due regard to which, his
temporal and fpiritual happinefs ever did,
and ever muft depend;—but yet, our tafk
is not finithed; it remains, that we difci-
pline the principal fubjeéts of our labor, and
draw them together in one compact body,
that they may thergby acquire more ftrength
and influence than they poflibly can, {cat-
tered as they are, at fuch a diftance fram,
" each other, as the nature of our difquifition
required : it is alfo requifite that we obviate
fome objetions and difficulties attending
our general fyftem, which have not yet been
noticed, although we know they will ftart
up againft us, in prejudiced, narrow, and
felf interefted minds ;—but zbefe are no lefs
the objects of our bencvolence, than the
~ more enlarged and enlightened: we fhall;
| then



( 206 }

then conclude with a few perfuafive reﬂ:&i
tions, that will naturally rife from our fubd
Jett,

150. With all humility we conceive,
that we have proved beyond the power of
refutation, 1ft, That original fin took its rife
in heaven, and that we have no grounds to
ook ‘for it in the tranfgreffions of Adan?
and Fve; or any where elfe,—~—2dly, 'Thag
man and.beaff are eithet animated by the
apoftate angels, 0r,—-that they are nmhmg_
—3 mere vegctatwe portion of matter int
the creation, and that their exiftence at all,

as intelligent beings, can only rationally be
accounited for, fram the pure dotrine of the
Mﬁz‘mpjjfﬁb@f si——3dly, That the brite
création was not made either for the ufe of:
dominion of man, in thefenfe he has bcenf
pleafed toadopt and praltife.—4thly, That
man, by murdering and- eating the brate’
animals, was gmlty of a manifeft viclation
of his-creator’s commands, and of his own®
original natuie.——rthly, That thofe un~
natural violations, with the auxiliary force:
of mtoxwatmg potations, proved the {otrce-
on earth of all evil, both phyfical and moral 3+
producing ‘the fecond’ defe@ion from Gopf
of the angelic delinquents in their mortal’
form of ‘probation in man, and thereby af-

'férdmg Satan an open fiz ld and full {cope,-
: for
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for all his diabolical purpofes againft the
{pecies.—6thly, That man has na chance for
{etting Satan at defiance, and for {ubduing
the univerfal depravity of the fpecies, and
reftoring piety and morals, and confequently
no chance for falvation, but by pitting a to-
tal flop to thefe two (or rather three, in-
cluding murder) primary vices :=—cut off
the root, and the branches will neceffarily
perith ; hereby the primitive age would be
reftored, and a reform im morals would
ptobably reftore alfo the globe to its prife
tine beauty and natural fertility as before
urged,—7thly, That it refts on tbe Clergy
of all nations to begin this general reform;
for reafons before given. |

151.. We are fenfible that there are many
tribes amongf{t the inhabitants of CVErY
kingdom on the globe, who will be more
deeply affeted than ethers, fhould our ge«
neral {yftem of reducing mankind. to their
primitive regimen take place. Ubpon the
return of moral reQitude inta the world,
laws woiuld become ufelefs, and confe«
quently lawyers, and their mifchievous traim
of retainers, will have no employment, s,
Phyficians and their coadjutors, upon the
reftoration of the human body to its ofi=
ginal nature, will, in the fecond generation

| at -
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at leaft, have no friendly difeafe for their
fupport.--Wine-merchants, diftillers, brew-
ers, vintners, dealers in fpiritous’ liquors,
cooks, (thofe dangerous infiruments of
luxury, difeafe and death) and butchers,
-&c. will all be turned a-drift, and be forced
to, feck for other means of fubfiftence.
When we become, bona fide, Chriftians, the
art and deftru@ive practice of war would
ceafe to be the bane of mankind, and the
inoftenfive brute.creation ; and a humerous
race of able-bodied beings, who have hi-
therto been employed only to work out the
perdition of the fpecics, would contribute
to their fupport and maintenance, by being
employed in the cultivation of - the lands of
the ftate they belong to; a work they would
moft certainly prefer to the trade of fpil-
ling the blood of their fellow-creatures,
they know not why, or in fupport of the ty-
sanny and wanton ambition of others.

. 152. Relpeing the firft of the two learn-
¢d: profcffions, it has long been the opinion
of wife men, zbat luwws, which were at firft
intended for the fecurity of property and
peace, are, by a ftrange fatality in the courfe
“of-human affairs, become the greateft caufe
of manifold grievances to the fubje@s of all
natons, and the-great fomentors of difcord:
= ihe
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the caufe of this general perverfion is beft
known to the learned profeflors; whilft the
effells are felt only by their clients: and
yet we think it is no very difficult tafk to
account for, and explain this {feeming para-
dox.————That there is a litigious, craving, .
Satanic fpirit in man, that too generally
takes the rule and guidance of his actions,
we believe no one will be hardy enough to
difpute with us : this unhappy difpofition is
encouraged by the chicane of the laws, and
the addrefs of making black appear white,
and wb:ﬁ}‘f blatk; but far be it from us to
impute thefe evils to the profeflors of the
Jaw, or to any dofect in the laws them-
felves, which can only be juftly applied in
the firft inftance to the client’s litigioufnefs,
who defervedly fuffers when 2hat fprrit will
not allow him to fubmit the decifion of any
rnatters in difpute to two or three of his ra-
tional neighbors. The one half of mankind
{fubfit and grow opulent by the flupidity,
wickednefs, and follg of the other: man is
man’s natural prey; and he that has the beft
talents will be beft fed. Be this as it
may, we think, when our fyftem takes
place, mankind will not fuffer any great lofs
by the demolition of this learned tribe. e
It is faid of a wife Emperor, when on a vi-
fit to this and a neighboring kingdom,

P where
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where he attended the courts of juflice, *< that
¢ he declared he had but two lawyers -in
“ his kingdom, and that he would bang up
“ ome of them as foon as he got bome.” Our
hiftorians record one of our parliaments that
obtained the title of zbe boly parfiament, be-
caufe there was not one lawyer that had a
feat in i, But -thefe are featiments and
fuggeftions moft unworthy, and can be on-
ly excufed by the favagenefs and barbarity
of thole times. "

~ 13§3. Touching the fecond of the learned
profefflions, it has ever been a moot point,
whether it has not, at all times, and in all
nations, been rather injurious than benefi-
cial to mankind; and it has been eftecmed
a mark of the beft regulated governments,
where the feweft of this tribe have bgen. tos
lerated : but this muft have been in. barba-~
Ious times too. - o

. 154. With regard to the next fix tribes
upon the lift, and their confederates, we,
in Chriftian charity, congratulate: them up-
on the inexpreflible joy and comfort they
mult experience, upon the near profpedt ‘of
being freced from that daily load of guils
which. muft opprefs and be a heavy weight
upon their confciences, for poifonng their
o ' - Sellow-
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fellow-fubjests : an unhappy netefiity this,
which they-labor under, in order to {uit their
liquors and catables to the vitiated tafte of
their cuitomers.—As the proteflors of
thefe ¢rafts are generally men fkilled in
cunning devices, We earneftly recommend
them to turn their genias to the imptove-
ment of their country’s manufactures and
agriculture, in which neceflary branches
hands are wanting: moving in thefé falu-
tary {pheres, they would become an univer-
fal benefit and honor to their countryy
whereas hitherto they have only been the
dangerous inflruments of deftruétion: to
their {pecies.——DBut now, they will (fome
of them at leaft) be the happy infiruments
of increafe i every fpecies of grain, fo ef~
fential to the life of man; and thereby make
fome atonement for the immenfe quantities
confumed in fiery diftillations, compofi-
tions, and potations, calculated for no other
purpofe but to burn out, with wicked fpeed,
the thread of human life. . e

138 RefpeQing the butchers, who ment
a paragraph to themfclves; as being a tribe
for whoma we find curfelves more deeply
toncerned than for all the reft put togethes,
beeavfe—— bumanity and tender feeiings bes
ing their peculiar characteriftic, what muit
they niot endure, at finding themiclves ugr

P2 T der
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der the fatal neceflity of daily, nay hourly,
fhedding torrents of innocent blood, to gra~
tify the unnatural appetites of man ? We
folemnly proteft, that we think there are
no fpecies of mankind more the objeéts of
commiferation ; we have known many
of the moft confcientious among them
deeply and pioufly lament, that ever fbe
trade of killing and butchering the animal
creation was transferred from z4e priefthood,
by whom it was firt fet up.———But we
truft the time 1s not far diftant, when we
fhall be able to felicitate their being relieved
from their fonguinary tafk,* for which we
arc moft fenfible they entertain a well-root-
ed and righteous averfion :»———when that
happy-day arrives,- we warmly recommend
to them fo turn bakers, for which craft an
increafe of profeflors will be much wanted;
and, to atone in fome degree for the deluges
of inpocent blood they have fpilt, we ear-
neftly intreat that they will put a fto '
Yo the adulteration of bread, that neceflary
ftaff of life.~~—1n recompence for the pre-
fent difficulties and inconveniencies which
every one of thefe tribes will be liable to at-
their firlt fetting oft from their old track,
we will flart one foggeftion of comfort,
which will be applicable to them all, and o
- all mankind ;~——~whatfoever property they
inay be pofleflfed of when our general fyftem
o COMmIMmences,
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cemmences, it will. be preferved-to ‘them
for the noble purpofes of (upport for them~ -
{clves and families, and to difiribute in adts
of charity and benevolence to their poor
neighbors : for now they will no longer be
under the temptation, nor be ftimulated to
any defire of gormandizing and guzzling
their {ubftance away in' what is too com-
monly, but erroneoufly, termed good living
and good fellowflsp ; terms vague and un-
meaning, as we hourly {ee them the fource
of the deepeft miferies to multitudes of in-
dividuals, whom we behold reduced from
opulence to.penury and want by this mode
_nf evid living. and evil fellowfhbip.

. 1£6.. Havmg thus obviated and removed,
we gchpe to the fatisfaltiop of our readers,
the few foregoing difficulties which fecmed
to obftru& our conclufion, -we.think -it-ne-
ceflary to add, 2bat woman, that great mover
of man, whofe truc charadteriftics are f{o-
briety, mercy, delicacy, and tendernef#
will prove the ftrongelt fuppert to the: R::-
verend Clergy in the reform of thofe twa
(three we fhould fay again) deadly vices we
are meditating to abolith; and this for many
other reafgps than barely the confideration
of -thofe :amiable qualities juft enumerated,
although thefe cannot fail of their due in-
flyence.~—On the principles of the Me-~

| P 3 tempfychofis
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téﬁii:iﬁfhoﬁ's they ‘will have a purer- enjoy-
" mesnt and amuféement in their favorite ani-
mals, when 1t proceeds from, not oaly ra-
tional, but pious motives ; an intellectual fe-
Yicity they have never yet tafted——in this
way ;«——they wiil have the unfpeakable
pleafure of imagining, upon folid grounds,
that the fpirifs which now animate their fa-
vorite lap-dogs, cdts, parrots, f{quirrels,
monkies, &c, &c. berefofore animated the
form of a beloved friend, tender parent,
hufhand, ‘brother, child, lover, &c. and
their extravagant (and now irrational) fond-
‘neis for thefc'anitals will then appear to be
founded on prneiple: mankind alfo,
by their humane example, will cherith the
brute creation, and become their defenders,
in place of mu:dering them for fport and
piftime, and then devouring them; a fport
and-pattime (il more wmbuman.

G
Py

I'-_‘;%. We have hitherto fpoken to man-
%kind in general, but we now, with all hu-
mility- and deference, addrefs ourfelves to
‘the inhabitanite of GREAT BrrTain and
‘I¢ELAND, but more particularly to their
clergy of every denomination,~———As- you,
Moft Reverend, Right Reveremd, and Re-
verend Sirs, are jufily celebratddfor your
profound learning and abilities ; atid (what
is much more to your honor and glory) dy-"

. fupguifhed
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dtingaithed for the fanétity of your lives and
smanners aboveany body of priefthood in the
knownworld ; fo it is themoreincumbent on
you fo ffand forth te that world, as the firft
champions tor the univerfal refloration of
amorals; and by your example to fupprefs
three capital vices, which are the only incen-
tives to debauchery of every {pecies, 1n every
rank of mankind; the great fountain from
.which the torrent of immorality overflows
all bounds, and muft foon overwhelm us
all, unlefs the timely check of {ome power-
ful dam be erected againit it. -This has
‘been the language of all times; divines have
-preached, moralits have wrote, for {uccei-
{ive ages, but all in vain: immorality flill
acquired frefh force. Is not ‘the reafon of

this failure moft obvious?—the drreful cau-
fes of this general depravity have never been
attended to.———The foul (as before urged)

reafons, and moves in conformity to thepre-

{fent ftate of the organs and fluids of the bo-
dy which it animates, and from which =t
_receives its powers of altien: this 1s evi-

- dent from frequent inftances of idiotilm and
infanity: when the organs and fluids are vi-
‘tiated, and reduced to any unnatural ftate,
“the fonl lofes, in a proportionate degree, its
freedom and rational active powers; their
-jnfluence on each other is invariable and re-.
P 4 - ciprocal :
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ciprocal: hence it is, that mankind by the
ule of unnatural aliment, may be jJuftly faid
to have been in one uninterrupted faze of
delirium from the expiration of #he primitiv
age; therefore it is no wonder that all [€a-
foning is caft away vpon beings whofe intel-
leGual facultics are difordered, and in no
capacity of receiving it ie——mankind muft
be firft brought to their fenfes. ‘before rea-
fon, or your pious exhortations, Reve-
rend Sirs, can pofiibly operate upon thems;
but this once accomplifhed, they will then
be open to every falutary difcipline both of
divines and moralifts: but this moft defire-
able ftate can be only obtained by the imme-
diate prohibition of all animnal food, and in-
toxicating drinks, as before often  but nat
too qlfen) forcibly urged i vntil this is done,
the daily marks of Gop's difpleafure, in his
vifitations . of peftilences, ftorms,. inunda-
‘tions, famines, and earthquakes, brought
to our very doors, and your fpiritual re-
monftrances will have noneeffeét. This
being manifeflly the cafe, and as the indul-
gence of any fenfual apretites ought not to
ftand in competition with the prefent and
future falvation of the fouls committed to
your care and guidance, you will, Meft
Reverend, Right Reverend, and Reverend
Sirs, no longer give a fancion by your prac-

o ey
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tice to daily murders and vices, which have
proved the bane of mankind in all ages, to
the prefent hour; but nobly fuftain the fu-
perior charalter you have fo worthily ac-
quired, by prefenting yourlelves as the firft
great example of reformation. |

158, As it has evidently been the gene-
ral courfe of Gop’s providence, tbat a righ-
teous nation fhall be happy, it is no marvek
that the inhabitants of the globe thould have
been, from the earlieft accounts.of time to’
the prefent, plunged in diftradtions, and
vifited by dire calamities ; for nonc have
been righteous, no notone; at lealt to per-
feverance. The whole contipued hiftory
of the Fews affords a ftriking - inftance m
point: whilit they walked in righteoulnefs,
they profpered and were bappy ; when they
deviated from that path, they were punifh-
ed, by Gop’s withdrawing from them his
immediate -protection, and leaving them a
prey to their enemies, which we conceive
to be his ufual mode of punithment; for,
as to the portrait of him exhibited by Mo~
fes, Jeremiab, Ifaiah, Samuel, and others of
the prophets, who repre{ent him asa being
fubjet to the pafiions of revenge, wrath,
batred, and viclence; we cannot help cons
cluding they exceeded their commifiions,
and Aumanized their Gop to an unpardon-~

~ able
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able degree, to cover their own fanguinary
difpofitions and views: therefore we cannot
prevail on ourfelves to pay a compliment to
the veracity of thofe prophets, at the ex-
pence of our Gop ;- for we cannot con~-
fiftently conceive that Gop can be. endued
with any pafiions but thofe of Awe and pity,
‘without derogating from his divine nature :
when he finds it neceflary to punith us for
our offences, in hopes of turning us to our
duty, it 1s not done from motives of réevenge
and wrath, but thofe of Jsve; accompanied
by commiferation for gur blindnefs and
folly——whom the Lord leveth he chaiti-
{eth.—In the above predicament ftood
the primitive Hindoos, who {ubfifted for a
long feries of ages in holinefs, peae, tran-
quility, and happinefs; but in procefs of
time, although they flill kept themfelves
free from the ftains of murdering and eat-
ing therr fellow-creatures, -and the ufe of
fafcinating drinks; yet, by blending idola-
trous worfhip with that due only to the true
Gop, and their negleét of the primitsve
truths bequeathed to them by their infpired
prophet and legiflator Bramah; they, in the
end loft the protection of Gop, who gave
them up a prey to inteftine divifions, and to
the Mahommedan invaders. Thus alfo it
is recorded of the primitive Scythians, whofe -
extreme purity in morals and manners pro-

| cured
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pured them the prote@tion of Gop, but a
deviation from that ftate of purity left them
at laft open to the fuccefsful invafions of
many nations.——Thefe fignal inftances,
with many more which might be cited to
the fame purpofe, prove, that no nation can
expect or hope to profper, or be happy, but
by perfevering in rightecufnefs; and that the
ftake, although great, may be eafily won.

129. Piety and Virtue, with tears and
Ioud laments, call out for a reform through-
out all the earth! Reformation muft be-
gin {omewhere, Euraope, the moft en-
hightened portion of it a* prefent, prefump-
tuoufly ufurps the title of CarisTIAN, UN-
til (he exert all her powers to effect this
great work : the way is cleared for her,
the reign of fuperftition and fanaticifm
are nearly extinét, the curfed [pirit of
religious perfecution {that wicked weapon
in the hands of Satan ) is Jasd,——philofo~
phy has enlarged the minds of the fuperior
ranks of people, and a dawn of nnprejudiced
reafon begins to fhine upon the inferior,
leaving themropen to the reception of truth,
when conveyed to them free from unintel-
ligible myfteries. Great Britain flands
jn.the firft rank of religious reformers; {he
has now an opportunity of taking the lead to
| Eurafe in the reform and reftoration of mo-

' *f&lS-
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Fais,—— All reforms which men may me=
ditate in matters of religion, are purely ideal
and vague; and will prove, alas! noreform
at all, buta mere pretence to one, without
a reform in morals ; -as faith without works
will affuredly ftand ps 1n little ftead.—
Great Britain and her refpectable clergy
have it now 1n their power to fhine forth in
celeftial luftre, 2 new flar of guidance and in-
firuCtion to Europe; and, by the refletion
of her example, to enlighten the reft of the
world :—1n order to this, we moft anxioufly
- recommend the confideration of -this moft
important of all fubje@s To THE BEST oF
Kines AND MEN, and to the Legiflature
and people of Great Britain and Irefond in
general; but our firft hope refts on the
pious example and preaching of our Mot
' Reverend, Right Reverend, and Reverend
Paftors: by their unwearied endeavors, we
doubt not but we thall foon fee effectually
(although not literally) verified, the {pirit of
‘that remarkable prophecy of the famous
wandering - Few, recorded in the Turkith
Spy, which conveys a fuggeftion o greatly
honorable to the Britifh nation *,

160. As areform in fpiritual matters (as
above hinted) without a previous reform of

* Vide Turkifh Spy, vol. vii. p. 216. .
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motals, as the ftate of human nature now
ftands, is, as it were, beginning at the
wrong end of things; fo, when our Reve-
rend Clergy obferve, that, by a return to
natural aliments, the return of reafon and
fnorals make a tapid progrefs amongft their
“countrymer ; then will be the happy time
to make a thorough reform in the ceremo-
hialsand principles of religious worthip ; for
then, and not before, will they be 1n a2 pro-
per frame of mind to recetve it ; their bodies
being ternperate and cool, their fouls will

not be inflamed nor excited to irregular and

violent paffions or defires; but in their place
calm and unclouded reafon and rectitude
will take the rule. Qur Reverend Paf-
tors will then doubtlefs abolith, not only
the ufe of the Athanafian Creed, but the
Nicene alfo, and correc that commonly call-
ed The Apoftles.~——They will pay fome
regard to the injuniions of Chryf, who
fays, ¢ But when ye pray, do not ufe van
s yepetitions, as the Heatbens do, for they
-« think they fhall be heard &y much Jpeai-
¢ jng,” and cut fhort the tedious tautology
and worrying of the Deity in the courfe of
the Liturgy, and lcave not the {malleft fem-
blance of polytheifm in any part of our
worthip. They will ftudioufly garble
the unintelligible Thirey-nine Articles: of
' | Fath,
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Faith, and corre@ the modes of ordimdtivi
and alfolution; and no longer fwear to the
belief and obfervance of temets which they
neither can, or do believe or obferve ; nor
prefume to be endued with powers which
they linow they have not, and which they
alfo know belong to no being on earth,——-—
Thefe, and many more dregs of Paganifm
and Popery, which we fill erroneoully re-
tain, zbey will affuredly caft away from us;
and thus—on the vwhole, we thould becomne
anew people: by quick gradations the pure
{prrit of Chriff's doctrines would take root
in our hearts; power would no longer con-
ftitute the rule of juffice; the primitive truths
and the primitrve age- wourld be reftored;
mankind, who has from that period hithers
to been, by nature, principle, and practice,
very devils, would revert to a perfe&t fenfe
of their original dignity and angelic fource,
and no longer difgrace it; all jarring fets
would be reconciled ; peace and harmony
wonld return to the earth; an effectual ftop
would be put to the carnage of man and
brote; and o/ united, would produce . fure
and happy tranfinigration to eternity. ——:
GRrAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND would
blaze out as the torch of righteoufnef to all
the world; her nations would profper; heg
people be happy; their pious flame would be

- | caug bt
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caught by their neighboring ftates, and
from thence be fpread over the face of the .
whole earth; and Tue Kingpom oF Sa-
#AN WOULD BE NO MORE.

161. We are moft fenfible, that in this
age of diflipation, infidelity, and fenfuality,
our labors and fyftem will be deemed. by
the diffolute and unthinking part of man-
kind, utterly chimerical and impracticables
be it fo; it is not frem thote we expelt a
reform: our hopes reft on the efforts of the
many, who, although they {wim with the
carrent of vice, have yet af beart a reve-
rence for the {ublime truths of religion and
morality, and would gladly join in fltem=
ming the tide, howfoever they are, by a
fatal complacence, borne down by the pre~
vailing torrent of folly and fafhion: would
thefe but exert their powers in the caufe of
virtue ; . 2bofe would {oon be athamed of be-
ing out of the mode. The marks of the
divine difpleafure which hovers round us
are tremendous! we know not how {foon
they may light upon us; therefore let us,
by a general reform, effeCtually deprecate
the < peftilence that walketh in darknefs,”
and thereby excite our Gop to * give his
¢ angels charge over us.” | x

162. Thus
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162, Thus we have finithed 2 Diflerta-
- tiom; begun from no other motives duz 75
- glory of God, and the prefent and Juture good
of all mankind, and the reff of the animal in- |
zellgent beings :m——it muft be allowed' that
out attempt i1s laudable, howfoever imper-
fedt the execution. And now we take
our final leave of the Public, to whon fome
apology is dye, for the tardy performance
of our engagement, owing to unavoidable
hindrances, as, bad health, 2 neceflity for
change of climate, &c.

- 163. We could have fwelled the fize of
our book with the addition of many more
learned quotations and notes, from ancient
and modern produions, to illuftrate and
{upsort our fyltem; but, as we benefit not
- ourfelves in any fhape by the fale of our pub-
lications, fo we have ftudioufly avoided
taxing the Public for the emolument of out
book{eller. |

164. Before we put an abfolute rinis
to our work, we think fome apology is al-
fo due to thofe individuals amongft our
readers, who, either from a weak mind;
hard head, or foft and tender conicience,
may poflibly be offended with fome partsof
our do&trines which bear a tendency fo dia-
metrically oppofite to the fenfual paﬂionda_

an
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and appetites of one clafs, and to others {o
fepugnant to the opinions they have imbibed
in the carly ftages of life, which they have
been taught to cherith, and look upon as
orthodox and eftablithed articles of fatth:—
to fuch we only recommend, that they would
endeavor to enlarge their intellettuals, by
divefting their fouls of a// prejudice, and
thinking for them{elves ; and then we re(t
affured that we fhall ftand exculpated from
21l intention of offence——We have alrea-
dy had occafion, more than once, to aflert,
that our great and leading motive for this
Effay was the revival of the PRIMITIVE
TrUTHS, as the only fure bafis for the re-
ftoration of morals and true religion; and
with this principle we clofe : conceiving,
at the fame time, that our Jaudable endea-
vors mufl fhare the fame fate with thofe of
others ‘much more equal to 2 talk of this
nature’ and prove abotive of the end pro-
pofed, whil{t 2 common error in the politi-
cal inftitutes of all nations fubfifts, namely,
the provifion of penal laws for the public
punithment OF VICE,. without eftablithing
laws for the encouragement and public re~
ward of VIRTUE. The principles of
{hame, and thirt of applaufe, fo firmly ",

implanted in every human breaft, feem to

~ have been utterly neglected; whillt they
might, in the hands-of a wife legiflator or

adminiftration, be converted to the moit {a-

Q_ lutary
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. lutary purpofes of every.well-poverned ftate,
. =——Some untverfal ng]éx there maft be,
why every age proves more depraved than
the laft: fome of the moft fatal’ we have
occafionally. marked in the - body . of our

wosrk, but the political error above noticed -
- 1s not amongft the leat—The tendency of
all human Jaws feems ‘calculated, nor to
make mankind Jetfer, but to prevent their
growing worfe: how ineffectual all penal
laws have proved to anfwer this partial pur-
pofe, every day’s experience evinces; and
yet we perfevere without varying our {yftem,
although thereby we_ tacitly give up the
caufe of humanity; declaithy in effe@, that
buman nature is incapable of amendment, :
without trying whether in fact it is fo, or
not. Gop himfelf has pointed out a
fhort inftitute of laws for man’'s example,
which man has never yet followed ; he has
decreed punifment for fin, and rewards for
righteoufnefs: nran punifhes evil actions,
but rewards not good ones, by any eftablifh-
~ed laws : hcrein Gop proves himfelf a ju/?
jzm’ge,l and man fhews himifelf an unfuft one,
by leaving virtuous actions to their own re-
ward in this life, in the breaft only of the
pofleflor, which, 7» general, proves but a -
weak excitement to univer{al practice.—All .
government is {uppofed to have taken its
rife from parental authority ; although th>
jult parent, in imitation of Gop, chaftifes
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the faults of his children, yet he rewards
them for being good, notwithftanding duty,
and their own intereft, prompt them to be
{o, for their own fakes.—Hence it is moft
“obvious, that in the eflablifhed laws of all
nations, legiflators have deviated from the
~invariable @conomy of Gop, as well as
from ‘the firft maxims of human govern-
ment in the world, in punithing crimes,
without eftablithing laws, either pecuniary
or bonorary, or both, for the reward and en-
couragement of wirfue, in whatfoever ob-
jects or lights the may appear.—Herein a//s,
we would ftimulate the legiflatdre of our
country ro take the lead to Eurcpe: let vir-
tue be bonored and rewarded by authority,
and vice would foon fall into difeftcem, as

unprofitable.

We make no apology to the Public for
the matter of our Effay, but as many inad-
vertencies may have elcaped us in the exe-
cution, refpecting want of firict connec-
tion, diction, &c. for thefe we rely on the
good-nature and indulgence of the learned
world :(—we have wrote from the full con-
viction of our heart and underftanding;
thercfore, thould our ftile fometimes appear
too dogmatic and diftaterial, we hope (the
caufc confidered) candor will kindly over-
look it, |

Milfotd Haven, nemr Haveritord Wed,
Scuth Wales, 18 Nov, 1700,
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