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PREFACE TQ THE PERSIAN AND BENGALEER
VOCABULARY.

It is now necarly ninc hundred years since the Moo-
~ulmans came to India ; and with them came also in-
to this sacred land, the Persian and the Arabic lan-
guages. As thc dominions of the Mahomedans be-
came extended, so the language of the conquerors
became honourable, and these Moosulinan languages
acquired such a predominance, that it cast the other
langnages into the shade. In ‘many places it expol-
led the Bengalee language, and obtained the complete
ascendancy. In the transaction of business, and more
especially in the Courts, no other language had any
currency, If any other language existed, it was
only in appearance. Of course, as our Bengalee
language did not enjoy any great respect, much of the
elegance of this tongue has been lost; and from want
of use, the language itself has almost heen forgotten.
Though it may be difficult to restore it, yet I bave
collected together words with greétt labour, and have
now published this Persian Vocabulary, with the in-
tention of substituting elcgant Bengalee words, in lieu
of the Persian terms, which havebeen in use. The wise
will thus be able to see how many foreign words have
got themselves into tho Bengalee language, and have
made themselves manifest. They will be able now,
without any reference to this foreign language, to
enjoy the pleasurc of employing in reading and writ-
ing only thcir own language ; and they will be deliver-
ed from the shame which follows the appropriation
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of another’s property, while one is in possession of
property of his own, Morcover, the public order which
has recently been jssued, that in the chief and
subordinate tribunals, the languages and the charac-
ter of the province shall be used instead of the Per-
sian, which was formerly in vogue, will be greatly as-
sisted by this compilation.

This work contains about two thousand five hun-
dred current words, arranged in alphabetical order.
The greater part of them are Persian, though somemay
be Arabic. And those who are“well acquainted with
both languages, know that where it is necessary to put
the words down in alphabetical order, it is extrcmely
difficult to put down the Persian words in their right
places, according to their correct pronunciation;
as the Bepgalec alpbabet does not supply letters
for representing both the Persian letters Kwaf and
Kaf, and Jeem and Jal.  Thouvgh there is much differ-
ence betwcen the Bengalec letters under which they
have been placed, yet there was no remedy. Bat this
does not affect the meaning of the words, for these
Persian words have always been represented in Ben-
galee by these letters ; and no censure can, therefore,
atfach to me. In this work, when it appeared diffi-
calt to obtain suitable Bengalee words for the Persian
cxpressions to designate the thing, Persian words
have been used. Thus Seeak and Soonee, Juvun, &c.
are still retained, as the Hindoos have nothing like
Seeahs and Sooneces they have not the name; and the
words are inserted without alteration. 'L'his rule will
apply also to other words.
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