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GEOGRAPHY.

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS ON THE PROGRESS OF
GEOGRAPHICAL INVESTIGATION.

Geography is a description of the surface of our globe,
and treats of the divisions of that surface, natural and
artificial, as well as of the varieties of the human race
inhabiting it, and of the climate, scil, and productions
of :he different countries spread over it.

As our knowledge of the earth’s surface, beyond the
limits of our own experience, must necessarily depend
* upon the accounts of voyagers and travellers, geography
could not be very successfully cultivated before the
invention of the mariner’s compass, and while the art
of navigation was consequehtlyajn a rude state. By
contemplating the phenomena of \ and night, and
the circular form of the shadow cast upqv’the mbon’s
disk at the time of a lunar eclipse, scientific men might
find out the shapg of our globe ; but they could not
determine the divisions of itsesurface without actual
observation. Mere conjécture could not ¢discover
the boundaries of seas and oceans thit were not
-explored by navigation, nor depict Mﬁmﬁon» of
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C

g).untries and cities, of ntains, lakes, and rivers,
that were unseen aad unknqwn
Ancient inquirers whether of .Europe or Asia,
unable to explore any but the Mediterranean and a
few other inland seas, or to penetrate into the recesses
of countries not under the political influence of their
own governments, were acquainted with a small portion
only of the earth they inhabited. Not only America,
and the large clusters of islands scattered over our three
great oceans, but numerous districts, towns, and villages
in the old continent itself, were excluded from their
Yorbis terrarum. Enterprize, warlike and commercial,
had, mdeed contributed to important discoveries both
by #a and fand, but the information thereby acquired
would be considered a very moderate knowledge of
geography in our days.
“ Homer had figured the world.as a circle begirt
by “the great strength of ocean,” and this belief in
" a circumambient flood long continued to prevanl It
was implicitly received by wany geographers, and,
being carried onwards with the aﬁ\rence of science,
was from time to time reconciled ‘to t vanying
theones and conjecturfs of the increased k nowledge
“of succeeding ages. Thus, long after the spherical
form of the earth wak taught, thgexistence of its ocean-
girdle was credited ; and in the geo\rraphlcal sygtems of
Eratosthenes, Strabo, Mela, and o.thers,%he waters
of the Atlantic were depicted as laving gn #heOne hand
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3 « G PHY, .
th.e shores of Europe, and encircking on the other the
mystetious regionstof Stythia and India. Nay, so far
‘'had the speculations of philosophy oytstripped the rude
navigation of the times, that the possibility of crossing
this unknown ocean was more than once contemplated.
Having formed an estimate of the circumference of the
globe, Aristotle conceived that the distance between the
pillars of Hercules and India must be Small, and that
a communication might be effected between them.
Seneca with more confidence affirmed, that with a fair
wind a ship would sail from Spain to the Indies in a few
“days. But these notions were far from being universally
received. Herodotus had early denied the existence of
this ircle o? waters; and those who maintained the
affirmative, reasoned on grounds manifestly hypothetical,
and beyond the narrow limits of their knowledge. Of
the northern countries of Asia they knew nothing, nor
were they acquainted with the extensive regions beyond
the Ganges,—a vast space which they filled with their
eastern sea, which thus comménced where their inform-
ation stopped, and all beyond was dark. The progress
of discovery at length brought to licht the .‘e@isten(!e of
Jands in those portion$ of the globe supposed to be
covered by the ocean ; but proceeding with undue haste,
it was next imagined that Asia extended eastwards in
an indefinite expanse. It was figured thus by Rtolemy,

the last and greatest of the ancient geogrdphers. He
. " - ¢ ,
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4 GE PHY. .

n;maved from his map t:l::tlanticum Mare Orientale
(the eastern Atlantic,) which had so long marked the
confines of geographical research, artd exhibited the
continent as stretching far beyond the limits previously
assigned to it. His knowledge did not enable him to
delineate its eastern extremity, or the ocean beyond:
he was, therefore, induced to terminate it by a boundary
of “ unknown land.”

«With Ptolemy ceased not only fhe advance of
science, but even the memory of almost all that had
been formerly known. The long night which succeeded

sthe decline of the Roman Empire was now closing in,
and a dreary space intervened before its shadows were
disptlled by‘the dawn of a brighter day than the world
had yet witnessed.

“The first gleam of light came from the East, where
the Arabs pursued the study of geography with the
utmost ardour. Their systems again revived the belief
in a circumambient ocean, which bound the ear'th like
a zone, and in which the world floated like an egg in a
basin. That portion in this belt of Waters which was
imagined to flow round the north easterng shores of
Asia, they called by the'name of “The Sea of Pitchy
“Darkness.” The Atlantic had by the Greeks been
regarded as a fairy scene, whave the Islands of the
Blest were placed, in which under calm skies, surpounded
by unraffled seas and amid groves. oz' the sweetest
odour, the favored of the gods enjoged® e\'rerlasting

PRERE . §
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5 GEOGRAPHY. .

peuce and happiness. Thid fable feund no place among
the Arabs, who bestowtd on that ocean the name of
&The sea of Darkness,” and filled tHtir imaginations
with appalling pictures of its storms and dangers.
Xerif al Edrisi, one of the most eminent of -their
geographers, who wrote about the middle of the twelfth
century, observes,—“No one has been able to verify
any thing concerning it, on account of its difficult and
perilous navigation, its great obscurity, its profound
depth and frequent tempests ; through fear of its mighty
fishes and its haughty winds ; yet there are many islands
®in it, some peopled, others uninhabited. There is no
manger who dares to enter into its deep water; or, if
any " have done so, they have merely kept along its
coasts, fearful of departing from them. The waves
of .this ocean, although they roll as high as mountains,
yet maintain themselves without breaking; if they
broke, it would be impossible for a ship to plough
them.”*

The Hindus were still less succe;(&l in their geo-
graphical researches than the Greeks or the Arabians.

« Content with the wealth and plenty which their own

fertile plains produced, they felt no anxiety for
transmarine commerce ; and fhough not devoid -of
. ©
. .
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courage or military skill, they felt ‘no thirst for foreign
conquests; no Sesoftris, or Alexander, or Cesar animated
them with the prospects of victory and triumph beyond
the limits of their native land, or promised possessions
in any country richer than their own Aryavarta,
. The spirit of adventure was totally unknown. Neither
the merchant, nor the hero, nor yet the philosophical
inquirer felt a desire of investigating the political, or
physical aspects of any kingdom on the other side of
the Indus, or the Brahmaputra, or of the Himalaya.
‘The natural boundaries of Hindustan set limits also to
the curiosity of the Indian mind.

A.qcordingly no traces can be discovered in the
ancient chronicles of the Hindus of the geography
or history of countries not included in India.
Bhaskaracharya himself, the celebrated author of the
Siddhanta Siromani, who entertained right notions
of the spherical shape of our globe, and successfully
combated the vulgar theory of its being a plain, fell
into strange mistakes when ‘he undertook to describe
the earth’s surface. Not only did ¢ghe place Lanka
(Ceylon) and Romakapattan (Rome) on, the equator

« at adistance of 90 degrees from each other, but he
likewise imagined two other cities, Siddhipura and
Yomakoti, as the antipodes of Lz(!hka and Romakapattan,
which probably never existed except in the geographer’s
own fancy. He also assented, though apﬁarently with
great reluctance, to the mythological lége‘nd of the

© . \
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Ly
seven concentric continents, with’as many circumam-=
bient ‘floods of various liquids intervening between
them. ° '

The poets placed Hindustan in a continent which
they called the Jambu Dwipa, and supposed to be
surrounded by a sea of salt. They fancied six other
insular continents which they named the Plaksha, the
Salmali, the Kusa, the Krauncha, the, Saka, and the
Pushkara; encircled respectively by six oceans, the
Ikshu (juice of the Sugar cane), the Sura (winé), the

o Sarpi (clarified butter), the Dadhi (curds), the Dugdha
(milk), and the Jala (fresh water). Some scholars
havesattempéed to verify these continents; the Kusa is
supposed to be indicative of Cush, and the Saka of
northern Asia, the land of the Scythians or Sacas.
The analogy in the names is not, perhaps, so far
chimerical ; thonugh the fantastic description of tne
contents of most of the seas, and of the complete
isolation of the continents from one another is a
formidable obstacle to their verification consistently
with the legends. The poets have, ghowever, spoken
of the seven imaginafy continents and (seas, and of

« the rivers, mountains, cities, in Plaksha and others,
with the same seriousness and confidence, as of the
real mountains, cities, and riv.trs of Hindustan ; and
this compound of true topography and ® fictitious
geography is often found in the same chapter ~or
division of a poem. ® .5

® \
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Bpt thoucrh the ancient Greeks and the Romans,
; o.pd still more the Hindus, failed to explore the
surface of our globe, modern resgarches have since
been crowned with the most brilliant success. The
invention of the Compass opened a way for unrex
stncted navigation on the boundless ocean ; and
kmdled a spirit of enterprize in Europe, which led to
the actual circumnavigation of the earth, and brought
to hght vast tracts of land and new races of men
theretofore unknown. Already were the nations of
the West possessed with fascinating ideas of the
“wealth of India, and longed to discover a way to that
land of gold and plenty, at once short and convenient.
The invention of the compass added fuel to the flame
and emboldened them to realize their long cherished
hopes.

At length arose Christopher Columbus, a man to
whom a large and beautiful world, by him introduced
to the notice of civilized Europe,'ls, (notwithstanding
the sufferings of its abongmal nations from the cruelty
of rapacious colonists), indebted for th&splendid empires
spread over its surfaceg,and for the develepment of its

« best resources. From the spherical shape of  the globe,
he concluded, like Avistotle and beueca, that the ocean
which bounded the western Qoasts of Europe, must
hkewnse'\vash the castern shores of Asia, ; and" that the
most direct and. convenient way to Indla‘m;lst neces-
sar |ly lie across the Atlantic. He accbrdingly set sail
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~ ftbm Spain in the hope of discovering a new road to the
' n&eq of the East, and though he did not gain the
fertile shores of China or India, he gonferred a boon
still nobler on the human species, by adding a new and
a vast world, till then unknown, to the scope of our
knowledge. Thus was America discovered—a contin-
i ent, which has lost and profited so remarkably from
European adventure, and witnessed with equal wonder
both the cruelty and selfishness, and‘the energy and
activity of its new colonists.
Not long after Columbus, the vast ocean intervening
« between America and Asia was explored, and the
earth itself circumnavigated by Magellan and other
entefprising® navigators, whose voyages of discovery
have performed the most signal services to the science
of  geography. Indeed, with the exception of the
inaccessible seas in the immediate vicinity of the
poles the whole surface of the globe may now be
considered as entirely traversed ; so that a child may
form a sketch of the superficial divisions of our planet,
and depict, without great difficulty, the mountains
cities, seas, and rivers which it contails.
It is remarkable tkat though the Hifidus made no
* great progress in geographical investigation, nor exhi-
bited much curiosity on the subject beyond their own
- eountry ; mankind is, nevertheless, iargely indebted to
the, nafural wealth of Hindustan for‘the pl‘esent fall
knowledge of the earth’s surfase It wasethe riches
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; o! ﬂ)e East which stimulated the first great adventure

across the waters of the Atlantic. . * Columbus proposéd
p other object to his enteprising mipd than to open

a new and direct road to the fruitful plains of India,

when he undertook his memorable voyage, and braved

' ,the ~perils of an unexplored sea. He congratulated

hmself at the close of his labours, not on the
discovery of a new Continent, but on that of a direct
‘ine of communication, as he believed it, between the
western and eastern shores of the Old World. And
it was his success which encouraged subsequent
,ptvngators to emulate his glory by engaging in similar
adventures. Perhaps, it may not be too much to
remtk that had not the hope of participating in the
riches of India animated the nations of Europe, in the
ﬁrst instance, with the spirit of enterprize, the Atlantic
t still have continued unexplored, and the Pacific
unheard of. It is likewise a curious fact, that the name
Indian, originally applied by Columbus, to thesnatives
of the lands he discovered, afterwards became a com-
mon designation for the abori‘ginal inhabitants, not only
of America, but also of numerous isld on the Pacific.
o © \
DEFINITIONS OF TERMS.

The main divisions of the surface of the earth are
land and water. .

In consequence of the different app&u'ances, which
hni and water assume in different posmons,.gwgraphers



. GINT 79T | e

w0
W 2as AIGA ST A% orf7 2R0S T I,
7ea fefr wizim Qi Aiga'y#@e @ 7S Aytwa
sacwioifa i@l Ffve eve T wew St @®
¥ig 7%y fga T SlaenTa $€a (wig SoNls 23-
3 4T FXF A4 I FHAA 20 T4 B AT
@3 7tE v TR Afem Ava miw sEERER
AN OF YT AR &A@ ¥IANCEA B2 A gifawl
@37 AT AT 9F Afesa o Tiere A
ToR %Y AT gRA @ Bifaul wistite peid @iy
saTtiema | wagy wana afess Sz Ty
A% (ATl ST AP qeatSted 22 AT
QF9 T 7Y BT @gE TI | FTSraNT coewAl”
e grow) seads qf wre A, AT gY@
TG AR $LFE 1 gReeA 0q (G B Aal-
(A3 73 BT WLY ANATTE ATACIT SR FUAT
TS A, (A1 TT 9IHA @ T @ anaia sfws
AFGITA] | ST 4 TATAA VAT 9T T FAGA
SISV AIY TRINER @iy 3727 [A 7 @tz ifrs eIy
wafeaars “Bfgma” s srasadta @3 atv fraf-
ferzm i et natwRARFR €Iz AafEE
*T7% B2 Todaa caisfaeag Matay Sstifg 23t
AL TN

% #(f3S1 | 34

qATTH W @qR T G g2 AT Bieet e |
gy wa wer o wigfe z3al A
aiFe gt @ fafay wtwican tamwe @



1% . GEOGRAPHY. ;

.
make use of ‘a number of techfiical terms in order
1o defignate their various forms, which it is necessary
to understand for a clear knowledge of geography.

A large and continuous tract of land spread over a
great portion of the earth’s surface, and inhabited by
various races and containing various kingdoms, is
called a continent. There are two tracts in the world
(unless Australia be considered a third continent,)
answering to this deseription—one called the Old or
Eastern continent, the other the New or Western
Jcontinent.

An island is a portion of land entirely surrounded
by water; ae Ceylon, Sumatra, Borneo, Great Britain,
Ireland, Jamaica, &c.

A number of islands at short distances from each
other is called a group ; as the Maldives, Laccadives, the
Philippines, the Canaries, &c. \

A great number of islands or of groups of“islands
situated near each other is called an Archipelago ; as
the Eastern Archipelago, the Grecian Archipelago, &c.
The sea or part of a sea which contails such islands is
also designated by thessame nawe. . ‘

* A peninsula is a portion of land almost surreunded
by water ; as the peninsulzzs of Malaya, Corea
Kamschatka, &c. .

An isthmus is a narrow neck ofe lapd 3oining a
peninsula to a continent, or any two largg portions of
land to each other ; as the isthmus of Suez which joins

. « .
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\ GEOGRAPHY. 0
m and Africa, the uthmns of Kraw which  connects
~ Malaya with the main land of Asia.

A promontory is a range of high ] lahd prqectmg into
thes ea.

A cape is the extremity of a promontory or a penin-
Isua; as Cape Comorin, the Cape of Good Hope, Cape
Horn, &c. o

A mountain is an eminence on the surface of the
earth considerably higher than the surroundmcr plains ;
as the Himalya, the Vindhya, the Nilgiri.

"A Hill is a small mountain.
* A volcano is a mountain which occasionally” emits
ﬁr_e,.stones,.a.nd a liquid matter called lava. Mount
- Vesuvius in Naples, /Etna in Sicily, and a few others are
of this description.
A pass or defile is a narrow passage over a mountain,
or hill, or between two mountains.
A valley vale or dale signifies low land between
mountains or hills.
-The top of a mountain is called its peak or summit.
A tract of land on an eminence is galled table land.
When a side of a mountain is perpendicular, or
« hearly so, it is called a precipice.
A marsh, morass, Bog or Fen is a tract of'low
~ swampy ground. -
. 3 ‘
The lartre body of water whichs covers the greater
s pen of the earth’s surface is called the Ucean, an;i;s

. « «



‘ Seetter 7wty | : Sif

@ oAt wf, Swin T e wwen afes.
’R'i@ | Y ; G

@ BT 9 gy orfis R T2t stzfes
wfgsrs 7zl 77 "

¢ ARSIF WA @ty ooy Wt Shw waRer zTl
T g

AT T W by w g oy
$% g7 Sizhs o w7l 17 | Tt ey, fagy,
Nafifz Beitfr | ' £

RY AT AT Boroigrs |

@A LS 2R Wy W @ty el otal wiew
s 73 79 frofs 3@ stope AT 2 2z |
oA oot g {en, Gifafer ool aba erefe
TOFB1 AT AHS ey | ‘

TS B wata 72 €S TG WA AP wrx
T Stgtes 2aa 1 7 Ty i
e &9 Sotvrdrey wafzs ffa st Sorerat
Tl T | > it &
oGS s wtw o sl sl

titato SfitE e 3zl 3ty |
PRaTe fiey @vsita qaq SeAtTen  Atfem
SiZitE b fagl we 3l 7y
ﬁzrm’tiﬁmmmmn il
ARy, SF o @ v 7trs T SizhE
N 21 711 a8 w7 steefie Tai ST, wis-

b




PR e

| ‘,“_',"_ SIS &

: D dloo“?“.
| mdered under five divisions ; viz. the Indian, the
Atlantic, the Paclﬁc, the Northern, gnd the Southern.
The waters of the ocean are all saltish.

A sea is @ portion of water smaller than an ocean
a.nd almost enclosed by land ; as the Red Sea, the
Mediterranean Sea, '&c. The word sea is sometxmes
also applied collectively to the ocean.

~ The gulph is an armyof the sea extending more or
less into the land ; the Persian gulph, the gulph of

enice.

"'A bay is a part of the sea running into land w1der
thaw a gulph ; as the Bay of Bengal.

A Hurbour or haven is a small gulph nearly sur-
rounded by land, and affording shelter for shipping.

A road is a part of the sea where ships may remain in
safety, as the Madras roads. \

A strait is a narrow passage of water joininé one sea
to. another, as the straits of Malacca, the straits of
Sunday &ec. .

A channel is a wide passage of water gonnectitg one
sea with another ; as the British channel.

A lake is a portion of water, either salt or fresh,
entxrely surrounded by land, as Manasarovara in Tibet.

| A river is a large stream of inland- water mmg
among mountains and flowing into g se#, & lake, o; a
la.rge river ; as the Ganges, the Jumna, the Thames,
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" “The part of a river where it rises is called its source ;
*the ollow in whith it flows is called its ckannel or bed:
* The mouth of the river is its jungtion with the 8ea;
‘the direction in which it runs is called its course.
Streams. of water flowing into a large river are called
 its tributary streams ; thus the Goomty is a tributary
of the Ganges. When a river is divided into two or
more channels, those channels are called its branches.”
“When the mouthssof a river are numerous, the
‘country through which its branches flow is called a
Del'a, from its assuming a triangular form or the shape
" of the Greek letter a Delta; as the Delta of the
Gapges, the Delta of the Nile.
A rivulet, Brook, or Nullak is a small river; as
Tully’s Nullah.
A canal is an artificial narrow channel of water.
The junction of two rivers is called their confluence ;
‘the widening of a river, on its approach to the sea, is
called an Estuary or Frith,
. o
The eguator is an imaginary line encompassing the
globe, east and west, and dividing it into two “equal
parts. These parts are called the northern and southerr
Hemispheres. Hindustan is situated in the northem
Hemlsphere N
- The distance of any place from the equatdr is called
its latttudc and is reckoned either norfh or sbufh
“Latitude  is measured by degrees tand® mmutes A
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2 is a 90th part of the distance of the equator
""‘ﬁ&m «ach pole; and s divided into sixty minutes,
- The latitude is marked in maps ot the sides; the
- lmes drawn across right and left are called parallclc

 of latitude.

_The axis of the earth is an imaginary wire or line -
passmg north and south through its centre on which

"lt turns. The extremities of the axis are called poles.

; The meridian of a place is an imaginary line passing
over it, north and south, from pole to pole.

« The distance of one plage, east or west, from the

mendlan of another place is called its longitude. British

; geog}aphers reckon longitude from the meridian of

Greenwich, which they call the first meridian, We shall

adopt the same calculation here ; when we speak. of

. the longitude of a place we are tobe understood to mean

Jits distance from the meridian of Greenwich. Longitude

«is measured like latitude by degrees and minutes, and
“wis marked in maps on the top,and bottom.

as the annual revolution of the Earth round the
- sun make this luminary seemingly to declzne, north and
south of the equatorf throughout the year, the ima-
".""gi'n_ary, circles which denote the extreme limits of his
_ apparent path are called tropicsy; the northern is called
* the tropic of Cancer, the southerh the tropic of Qapricorn.
* The tropics are both parallél to the equshm'and are each
© 23° 28/ distant from it. ; O3 A1y
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R
"Hn same cause which makes the sun seemingly to
- decling from the eqpatorsgives. rise occasionally to the
. phenomena of continual days and contitual nights in the
. vicinity of the poles. The imaginary" lines which mark

the farthest distance from the poles where such

phenomena are visible, are called polar circles ; the
¢ northern is called the arctic circle, the Southern the
antarctic circle. The polar circles are parallel to the
equator, and are respectively 23° 28’ distant from the
Poles.

e s |

f :
o The surface of the earth iggdivided into five zones ;
“viz. the forrid zone, the north and south temperate
gones,‘and thé*north and south JSrigid zones.

 Those places on the surface of the giobe which are
included between the tropics, that is to say, those which
- may have the sun vertical over them twice in the year;
are said to lie in the torrid zone. Those which are
between either of the tropics gnd of the polar circles
are said to be situated in the temperate zones ; their
inhabitants can never see the sun vertical over them,
and they always find kim either northward or south-
“ward. Those places again which are between the polar
circles and the poles are said to lig in the frigid zones.
- The inhabitants of the frigid zenes, when they have
continual* days, see the sun in all difections. This
luminary appears to them on such occasions o' describe
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- acirele almost parallel to the horizon every twenty-four
- hours. . e e

A GENERAL VIEW OF THE GLOBE.
. There are, as it has been already mentioned, two great
continents in the world, viz. the old or Eastern, and the

 New or Western. The old continent is divided into

- three parts, Europe, Asia, and Africa, and is that in
- which Hindustan is situated ; the New Continent

¢

comprises America which is the fourth quarter of
the globe. gThe old continent has from the earliest
“times been the seat of learning and civilization. It
was inhabited in the days of yore by the scholars
and heroes “of India, China, Egypt, Greece, Rome ;
and it is still distinguished by the literature, science,
~and civilization of modern Europe.
* Hindustan is situated in a corner of the great Eastern
continent. There is no other land connected with it to
the south of Hindustan; the sea that weshes Cape
Comorin extends as far as the Bouth pole itself. Cape
Comorin is not, however, the most,, southern point
of the whole continent., In Africa it stretches nfuch
farther in that direction in the form of a peninsuia, and
the Cape of Good Hope is there its utmost extremity.
Taking a view of the whole tcontinent from Hin-
stan, we find that the extent of lgnd is mot so
great eastward as it is northward. and * westwards
Burmah and China are the only tracts eastWard of the
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. GEOGRAPHY.

- Brahmaputra, and they stretch «as far as the ocean
which washes the &astetn shores of the continent.
~ Northward of Hindustan, the conj.iﬁent contains the
- vast plains of Tartary, Independent and Chinese, so
remarkable in history for the pastoral hordes it poxired
into different countries in all directions, and for the
revolutions it caused in Europe by the irruption of the
Goths and Huns. The Asiatic dominions of Russia,
which are still more northward, extend as far as the
Frozen ' ocean, and constitute the northern frontiers of
the continegg.

* The vast tracts northward of Hindustan are crossed
by si:upendous ranges of mountains such as the Hima«
laya and the Altaian chains.

The extent of the continent westward of Hindustan is
still larger. Contiguous to Beloochistan and Afgha'nisfan,‘
~ which are immediately bordering on the Indus, is the
kingdom of Persia—the land of Zoroaster and the Magi,
of Cyrus and his successors, who were at one time lords
paramount in Asia and Africa. Westward of Persia
again are the eastern territories of the, Turkish Sultan,
which, together with Arabia, the cradle of Islamism, and
of Georgia, a provincE of Russia, extend as far as the
B westem boundaries of Asia.
The continent does not, however, terminate with Asia.
Throubh the extensive tracts u?terposuég between the
 Black sea and the Northern Ocean, it communicates

w Europe It there presents to, the traveller's
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19 GEOGRAPHY.

admiring eyes “that great clustet of enetrgetic nations,
which, spread over Europe, from the frozen Ocean to
the Mediterranean, are for ever cpntesting with each
other the palm of learning of art and civilization.”
The eastern traveller would, on entering Europe, find
himself still in the dominions of the Czar, which
extending over a half of that quarter, and covering
the whole of Northern Asia are apt to impress the mind
with the idea of a monster empire, equalling, if not
exceeding, in its magnitude the wide extent of the
ancient Roman World. Adjacent to the frontiers of
Russia are Lapland, Prussia, Poland, Hungary, Turkey.
The last mentioned is a Mahometan power—the only
representative of that religion in Europe. The preva-
lence of the crescent in the midst of Christendom is a
standing memorial of the success with which the
followers of Islam propagated their faith and establish-
ed their dominion in the three quarters of the-Eastern
Continent.

In the south of Turkey lits Greece, once the cradle
of learning and civilization, and ‘the home of the
Muses. In the cgntre of Europe are situated the
states of Germany, long noted in the republic of letters
for their schools of recondite philosophy and their
researches into the literaturg“ and antiquities of the
East. . Contiguous to Germany aggin are’ Holland,
Belgium, France, and Switzerland, the ﬁrslt and the third
celebrated for their contests with - the .Englmh for

©
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supremacy in the East. The peninsula of Italy, promi-
nent'in the records of hlstory, both ancient and modern,
for the influence which Rome has ex.ercmed in a political
and religious point of view, extends from the foot of
the Alps to the straits of Messina. Denmark of which
Serampore¢ until lately was a dependency is situated
to the north of Germany. The Scandinavian penin-
sula, separated from Denmark by nargow inlets of the
sea, and subdivided by mountains into Sweden and
Norway carries the continent still further north, pene-
trating beyond the polar circle into the land where the
summer is one continued day and the winter one
conginued gight. Spain and Portugal on the other
hand, form in the south west of Europe a remarkable
peninsula, the scene of many a hard fought battle
between France and England. Great Britain is not an
integral part of the continent of which we are speaking,
but is, nevertheless, included among the powers of
Europe, being an island separated only by a narrow
channel from the main land. *

The eastern continent is likewi% connected with
Africa, by a narrow, neck of land between the Medi-
terranean and the Red Sea. Africa, though anciently
the seat of Egyptian learning and civilization, and there-
fore, in some respects the tutofess of Europe, scarcely
‘exhibits any marks of human energy and a‘ctivity in
the present day. Egypt has, however, sugmned her
m;portance and fame by the advantage of ‘her natural
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~position as a convenient gate to the fertile plains of ‘the
eastand by the tare ahd assiduity with which the Pa-
shu have consolidated their power, ;

Africa stretches very far to the south,—so far, indeed,

that European ' naivgators had for a long time failed
in their attempts to explore its shores, and were ignor-
ant of the passage to India round the Cape of Good
Hope. :
- The New continent does not present so broad a sur-
Mace as the Old, but is greater in its length which Tuns
north to south. Both extend to an equally high lati-
tude in’ the North, but the southem extremity of the
New stretches further than the Old. The new continemnt
is naturally divided into two parts called North and
South America. These parts become narrower as
they approximate to each other, and would have
‘become entirely isolated but for a nartow neck connect-
ing them together, called the isthmus of Panama,
.+ America, when discovered by navigators from the
old *continent, presented bt faint traces of human
improvement or skill. With the exciption, perhaps, of
Mexico and Peru, it was peopled by rude savages in
the lowest state of degradation. European colonists
were, however, attracted by the richness of its soil
and the abundance of the precious metals to adopt it
for their home.  The new settlers contributed by their
industry to the development of its wealth and complete-
ly changed its aspect, It became the seat of literature,
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iilization and commercial entéfprize. ~Of the new
states founded by foreign settlers, the most remarkable
are the United States of North Amepca.

- The two continents though completely isolated, and
sxtna;ted like two different worlds, are about Behring's
straits, not further from one another than France and
' England America is in that part almost contiguous fo
Asia; Russia has given a practical proof of this con-
' tiguity by crossing the strait and extending her dominion
to the New Continent.

" Besides the two continents of which we have spoken,
there is a large island named Australia between the
pacific and Indian Oceans, which from its magnitude
might be considered a third continent. 1t is in its
dimensions equal to three-fourths of Europe, and is

! included among the territories of the Queen of
England.
~_ There are also numerous habitable lands scattered
6_vqn: the Ocean and inhabited by various races of men.
Some of these islands age adjacent to the continents.
Those which are situated in the Patific Ocean at a
distance from the main land are generally known by
the name of Polynesia.
£ ale ASIA. ¢
~“The concurrent testimony of History and “l:radmon
points to Asia as the primeval seat of the hvamm race.
- Literature, science, and the arts flourished. in’ this

< o
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quarter earlier than the others. * The Egyptians them-
selvés, who could' so confidently boast that the Greeks
were children in their estimation, gppear to have been
juniors in their turn to some of the Asiatics. “ Ere
yet the pyramids looked down upon the valley of the
Nile—when Greece and Italy, those cradles of Euro-
pean civilization, nursed only the tenants of the wild-
erness, India was the seat of wealth and grandeur.”*

Asia is bounded on the North by the Northern
Ocean; on the south by the Indian ©Ocean; on the
East by the Pacific O®ean; on the west by the Red
sea, the isthmus of Suez, the Mediterranean, the
strajts of the Dardanelles, the sea of Marmora, the
straits of Constantinople, the Black sea, the sea of
Azof, the rivers Don and Volga and the Uralian moun-
tains,

The principal kingdoms in Asia, are 1 Asiatic Russia,
2 Asiatic Turkey, 3 Arabia, 4 Persia, 5 Afghanistan,
6 Hindustan, 7 Independent Tartary, 8 China, 9
Burmah, 10 Siam, 11 Cambodia, 12 Cochin China,
and the neighbouring islands. ¢

The islands belonging to Asia are these which are
scattered over the Indian and Pacific oceans, in the
vicinity of the Continent ; such as Ceylon, the Lacca-
dives, the Maldives, in the Indidn Ocean ; the Eastern
Archipelago including Sumatra, Javg, 'BoPheo, &e.

* Thornton’s History of British Indf. :
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between the Indian and the Pacific oceans; Japan,
Saghalien, &c. in the Pdcific. The Seas, Gulphs, Bays
in Asia are the Red Sea between Arabia and Egypt,
the Persian Gulph between Arabia and Persia, the
Arabian Sea between Arabia and Hindustan, the Bay
of Bengal to the south of Saugor and between
Hindustan and Burmah ; the gulphs of Siam and
Tenquin ; the seas of China, J apan, Okhotsk, Kamts-
chatka ; the yellow sea, &c. The ‘-Caspian though
called a sea is properly a lake, because of its being dis-
connected jvith the Oceap.

The straits attached to this quarter are the straits
of Babel Mandel at the entrance of the Red Sea:
of Ormus, at the entrance of the Persian Gulph ; of
Manaar, Palk, or Cheloa, between the coast of Coro-
mandel and Ceylon; of Malacca, between the penin-
sula of Malacca and the island of Sumatra ; of Sunda,
between Sumatra and Java, &c. The Behring’s straits
separate Asia from America.

The principal lakes in Asiu are the Caspian : Aral
Baikal ; Durrah ; Van; the Dead §ea in Palestine ;
the Rahwun Rhud and Mansorovara (the latter' held
so sacred in the Hindu shasters) in Tibet.

The capes in Asia are Ras-al-had on the south east of
Arabia; Cape Comorin the Southern extremity of
India ;, Cape Romania ; Cape Nyppo, &c. The
principal rivers in Asia are the Obe, ‘the Yenisei
or Enisei, the Lena, the Tigris, the Edphrates, the

.
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