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A LETTER to 2 FRIE.N.“D..,-

S IR,
31 7 OU found it 1mpr;}ﬁible youh trﬂd

-me, to form clear concepnons of
thofe ; mportant matters which {o ,ncag_ |
Iy affe® the interefts of. the Eaﬂ:—-Indla
Company, without lookmw back to thf:
Enghth tranfaé’cmns in the Camatlc,
and their cunne&mns wnh the an{h
and Indian pzmces “of Indaﬁaniwfgvom
the beginning of their competition with
the French power in thofe regions. You

could not take the trouble of perufing
bulky volumes, and were defirous to .
have a {hort account of the moft im-

portant events, that you might take a
comprehenfive view of the whole.

2 - | Thisr
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This account 1 have endeavouredgto,
draw up, in the moft impartial manner,

—

from the narratives of  thefe events that
are given by perfons who were enga-
ged in them, and by thofe Englifh and
French writers who {feem to have had

the beft 1nformation conceming them.,
To all this I intend to annex {ome re-
‘marks on the grounds of Mahomed-
~Aily-Khan’s claim of the kmgdom or

principality of Tanjore, as this claim is
fet forth 1n his Lettei‘, addreffed _tb the
Court of Diréé’cors ; to which is added
“ A ftate of faé’cs ¥ relatwe to that

provmce

I am, &e.

- % Quarto of 72 pages, lately printed.



ORIGIN and PROGRESS

PRESENT DISPUTES
I N T H E

EASTINDIA COMPANY.

Lyost all that valt tra& of
A country in Indoftan, which, to-
wards the clofe of the laft cen-

tury, was conquered by Aurengzebe,. is
at prefent under the government of a
viceroy, who, in the language of that
country, is ftyled a Subab-dar, or Su-
bab ; and the provinces over which he
A prefides
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prefides are, from their fituation, called
the Decan. b

The governors of other large territo-
ries aflume the fame title of Subab-dar;

and their deputies that of Nabob.

Indoftan 1s not governed by one Uni-
form fyftem of written laws; and its

courts of juftice are directed by general
maxims, and eftablithed cuftoms.

Thofe provinces which are governed
by Mahomedans, of Perfian, of Turkiih,
or of Tartar extration, are entirely fub-
jected to the laws of the empire. Thole
provinces, on the other hand, which re-
main under the government of their o-
riginal Indian princes, or rajas, are per-
mitted to follow their ancient cival and
religious cuftoms, upon the condition of
paying a ftipulated annual tribute to the
court of Delhi.

The emperors of the Mahomedan race

divided Indoftan into large provinces,
and appointed fubahs. Thele provinces
were foon after fubdivided into nabob-
{hips; and cach nabob was accountable

to
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to his fubah, as the fubah was to the Ema

peror. |
Since the conquefts of Nadir Shah in

1748, which weakened all the {prings

of government, the ancient fubordina-
tion and mftltutmns have been very

little regarded. - Subahs, within thefe

forty years, have f{upported themfelves ‘
in their governments, in oppofition even .
to the Emperor, and have appointed ng-
bobs under them, with as little regard
to his authority; and at prefent, both
fubahs and nabobs, except in paying a
certain-tribute, are become almoft inde-
pendent of hlm whom they acknowledos
to be Emperor.

The revenue of the Mogul is derived
trom his great property in lands, and |
from the various duties levied on com-
merce ; “but through the extreme feeble-
nefs of the government, thofe taxes
which the Emperor had formerly been
accuftomed to raife by the authority of
his provincial officers, and which had
been immediately colle&ed into his own
treafury, are now regarded as a tribute,

A 2 which
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which muft be annually paid, not to the
Emperor, but to thofe who have fucceed-
ed to the government of the provinces,
and who have ufurped all the r1ghts of
fwermgnty |

The nabobs, in a word, though they
receive from the Emperor a territory,
called a jaghire, as an annual penfion;
yet they do not hold themfelves bound
to pay the revenue charged upon them
by the chancery of Delhi, but only
what part of it they think proper, after
the deduction of what they call the ne-
ceflary expences of government, Their
engagements to the Emperor formerly
confifted, in colleCting and paying the
annual revenue of the provinces; in di-
{tributing juftice; in keeping up the po- .
lice, each in his own diftri@; in de-
fending the country from the enemy;
“and in furnithing a certain number of
troops to the Emperor, when he had oc-
cafion for them,

But the turbulence, and the weaknef,
of the government, is fuch, that force
alone can oblige them to fulfil their en-

o gagements,
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gagements, Hence Indoftan, from be- ’
. ingoneof the beﬁ-regulated governments
1n the world, is now become a theatre of
oppreflion, ftratagems, ﬂavery, and af-
{afhination. |

The territory of the Decan compre-
hends the kingdoms of Vihapour, Nar-
zing, and Golconda ; and contains many
rich and populous provinces. Among o-
thers is that of Arcot, the capital of the
Carnatic; the government of which is
difpofed of by the Subah of the Decan

at pleafure; atleaft he claims the power
of appointing the nabob, and of giving
a legal confirmation to -any one who is
in pofleflion of that high dignity..

The limits of the modern Carnatic
are greatly inferior to thofe which bound~
ed it before 1t was conquered by Aureng-
zebe.

L

A.D. 1710, SabpaTuLLA, a regular
and much refpected nabob of Arcot, died
without iffue. Some time before his
death he had adopted the two fons of his
brother: the elder, Doaft-Ally, to fuc-

ceed
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ceed in the nabobthip of Arcot; and Bo-
ker-Ally, the younger, to the govern--
ment of Velore, Gulam Haflzin, a fa-
vourite, but a man of mean abilities,
was appointed dewan, or prime mini-
fter, to his fucceflor.

All thefe difpofitions, however, had
been made and executed without con-
fu]tlng leam-al-Muluck the Subah of

the Decan.  This avowed contempt of
his authority at once awakened his jea-
loufy, and excited his indignation. Af-
fairs of greater importance hindered

him, at tlns time, from wreaking his
vengeance upon the head of Doaft-Ally;

but he prevented his being regularly
confirmed ; in the nabobihip by the im-

perial court.

., A.D. 1732, DoasT-ALLY had a fon,
Subder-Ally, whom he appointed to
fucceed him in the nabobthip of Arcot.
He gave one of his daughters in mar-
riage to Mortiz-Ally, his brother’s fon,
and prince of Velore; and another to

Chunda-Saheb, a diftant relation of his
own
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own family. Chunda-Saheb gave one
cof his daughters in marriage to the
dewan Gulam Haflain. Ambition alone
pmmpted him to form this alliance.
Chunda-Saheb, well knowing that his
fon-in-law was more devoted to . plea-
fure than to buﬁnefs, tﬂok thc firft op-
portunity of rendermg him obnoxious
to the nabob; and, by a wellﬂa&ed
{cene of dlfﬁmulatmn prevaﬂed upon
the nabob to inftall ‘him in the office
of dewan, which was then held by h1s
own {on-in-law,

Tritchanopoly and Tanjore, though
tributary’ to the Emperor were, how-
ever, governed by prmces of Indlan.
extraGtion. The nabobs of Arcot have
the charge of CPlleé’cmg the tribute due
by thefe two princes to the Emperor;
but it hath fometimes been neceflary to
fend an army to compel the collection.

A.D. 1736. Urox the death of the
King of Tritchanopoly, a fierce conteft
arofe betwixt the queen-dowager and a
prince of the royal line, which produ-

| e ced
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ced a ferment in the government, {uffi-
‘cient to infpire the nabob of Arcot with- ,
fome hopes of becoming lord of that
kingdom. He raifed an army; and,
to facilitate the enterprife, he gave out,
that the colle@ing of the taxes was the
‘only intention of his expedition. This
‘army he fent under the command of
‘his fon Subdér-Ally ;- but, in reality,
Chunda-Saheb took upon him the whole
authonty, and du‘eé’ted Evcry opera,— -
tion.

When he approached with his army,
the queen-dowager, juftly apprehenﬁve
of danger, refufed to admit him into
the city. To affure her, however, of his
good intentions, Chundg.fSahcb took an
oath on the Koran, that he would att
in nothing to her difadvantage. He is
~ permitted to enter: he bribes the garri-
{on, and imprifons the queen ; who foon
after dying of grief, the whole kingdom
{ubmits to the arms of Chunda-Saheb.

The moft undifcerning eafily pene-
trated his views; the nabob alene feem-
ed infatuated, Neither thefe open adls
p of

hmt
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of perjury, vielence, and treachery,
nor the remonftrances of the injured,
" could prevail upon the nabob to check
the dangerous ambition of his fon-in-
law.

The nabob at length attempted to do
{o when it was too late. Chunda-Saheb,
not lefs a politician than a’ foldier,
took care to fecure himfelf 1n his new
acquifitions, by putting® the city of
Tritchanopoly in a good ftate of dé-
fence, and by placing his two brotliers
in the {trongeft towns dependent on this
prmmpahty

The growing power of Doaft-Ally and
Chunda-Saheb {ferved only to fharpen
the refentment of Nizam-al-Mzuluck a-
oainft them, He could eafily have re-
:'luced them to obedience ; but, at this
time, he was contriving new revolu-
tions in the empire. His experience,”
his- courage, his talents, and his in-
trigues, confpired to render him the
terror and {courge of the court of Delhi;
and whilft-he was preparing, 1n appear-
ance, to join the Mogul againft Nadir

B Shah,



[ 10 ]

sShah, vyet 1t i1s believed that he fe-
cretly encouraged that conqueror to in-
vade the empire. '

F

™

A.D. 1739. IT was his attention to
this grand obje&, which hindered him
from executing a long-meditated revenge
againft Doaft-Ally and his family; but
what he could not effe@ in perfon, he
gave in commiflion to the Marattoes,

- The Marattoes, of whole origin and
hiftory we have very imperfeét accounts,
are the moft hardy and enterprifing fol-
diers in Indoftan. | -

They came originally from the m_oun-;
is their profeflion; and their only ob-
iect, plunder and devaftation, Their ca-
valry form the beft troops in India,
Tor the agility and exacinels of their e-
“volutions, they are excelled hardly by
any troops in the world; and for un-
dergoing the dangers and fatigue of
long marches, they are equalled by none,
They ferve as mercenaries; and, when
comranded by able g_'cm;rals, the throne

of
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of Delhi hath trembled at their approach.
+ They are faid to be perfidiqus, revenge-
ful, avaritious, and creel: regardlefs
of the faith of treaties, they will change
{ides for a lack of rupees.

Beftore Indoftan was conquered by
Aurengzebe, the Marattoes, by various
predatory mcurfions, had reduced fe-
veral towns and forts in the Carnatic.
- Thefe conquefts-they promifed to aban-
don, provided the "nabobs of Arcot
{hould pay them an annual tribute,

Promifes were given to this purpofe ;
but the nabobs had long negle@ed to
pay the tribute, This omiffion, toge-
ther with the folicitations of Nizam-al-
Muluck, prompted thefe freebooters to
make reprifals by a frefh invafion of the
Carnatic. The Rajas of Tanjore and
Myfore, who had fuffered much under the ,
oppreflion of their neighbour Chunda-
Saheb, rejoiced to have it in their poweyr
to avenge themfelves of one who had
made frequerit irruptions into their
countrv. and in thefe irraotione had

;
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often infulted thf:lI‘ gods, and plundered
their temples. | .

A. D. 1740. IN the month of -May,
one hundred thoufand Marattoes, under
the command of Rago-jee-Bonfalo, made
a defcent upon the Carnatic. A battle
was fought, in which victory declared
for the Marattoes.. After the engage-
ment Doaft-Ally and one of his fons
were found amongit the flain., =

A.D. 174r. CHUNDA-SAHEB, alarm-
ed at the fate of his father-in-law, took
meafures for his own {ecurity, by putting
his chief city, Tritchanopoly, 1n a pro-
per ftate of defence. The city was
clofely invefted ; and the garrifon, be-
ing cut off from fupplies and reinforce~
_ments, was obliged to {furrender. Chun-
da-Saheb, after having difcovered .all
the prefence of mind, and all the va-
lour of - an . experienced general was
him{elf taken prifoner, - y

Subder-Ally, who had fucceeded hrs

" father in the nabobihip of Arcot, finding
himfelf
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himfelf much in arrear to Nizam-al-
.Muluck . began to dread h;lS refent-
ment . o
 Frauds and {iratagems are not pecu-
liar to European courts: they are
known, and pradtifed, both at the In-
dian and Mahomedan courts of Indo-
flan. The nabob, though r1ch pre-
tended, that he could not pay his ar-
rears. - He amufed Nizam-al-Muluck,
by tellmg hlm, that the ‘incurfion of
the Marattoes had ruined his finances ;
and that it now behoved him to {pend
the remainder of his days at the tomb
of the Holy Prophet.

Bur, left this d1ﬁngenumls apology
and pretence {hould not fatisfy the Su-
bah, he found it neceflary, that fome
meafures for his- own fafety thould be
{peedily adopted. = Arcot, though the
capital, was an open and defencelefs
city : he therefore took up his refi-
dence in Velore, by far the firongeft
and beft fortified town in the Carnatic.

‘A.D.
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A.D. 1742. IN this fituation, and af=
fured, as he thought, of the friendthip.
and afliftance of its prince, Mortiz=
Ally, his brother-in-law, he feemed to
bid defiance to the arms of the Subah;
but where crowns, treafures, and mde—-
pendence, are to be reaped, the ties of
kindred have bften been d ﬂender {fecu-~
I‘lt}? ST a0 Wl |

Moruz-AHy, W1thom abilities, and
without perfonal courage, “had, how-
ever,  an uncommon thare of avarice,
cunning, and ambition. He fecretly a-

fpired at the nabobfhip, "A confpiracy
was formed, and well conduéted; and

the unfufpicious nabob fell a victm to
his own imprudence, and 111—gr0unded |

confidence.
Mortiz-Ally ‘encamped Without the
gate of Velore, and in a fhort time
~caufed himfelf to be proclaimed Nabob
of the Carnatic. In November, he
made his entry into the city of Arcot,
with all the pomp and equipage of
royalty.
Upon this great elevation of fortune,
1t
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it might have been expelted, that his
government would have been mild and
‘gentle:  but as, in his principality of
Velore, his extortions afid unmalitary
{pirit had made him contemptible; his
bafenefs, his treachery, and his cruelty,
rendered him now the oh_}e& of Juﬁ,
and of univerfal abhorrence. - - 7

The principal oflicers of the Carnatic,
the Englith at Madrafs, and even the Ma-
rattoes, nmtred to protect the fon and fa-'
mily of Subder-Ally B

This formidable alliance, the pref'cr-.
vation of his perfon, and a.confciouf~
nefs of his own. Anabuility to fupport his
new acqmﬁtmns, {oon determmed the
ufurper to drop his pretenfions. Difgui-
fed 1n the habit of a woman, .and e~
{corted by a troop of females, he quit-
ted Arcot 1n the night, and regained
his fort of Velore without interruption.

The young prince Seid Mahomed, fon
of Subder-Ally, who, during thefe con-
vulfions, had been under the prote&tion
of the Englith at Madrafs, was brought
forth, and, amid the applaufes and ac-

clamations
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clamations of the people, was proclaim-
ed Nabob in the city of Arcot..
~Nizam-al-Muluck, defirous of reflo-
ring peace and good order in the Car-
natic, left Golconda in the beginning of
the year 1743, with an army confifting
of eighty thoufand cavalry, and twa
hundred thoufand infantry. He effe&-
ed, however, this falutary purpofe, with-
out the effufion of blood.
- That tranquillity might be thoroughn
ly re-eftablithed, it now only remained,
that a proper, perfon {hould be chofen as
guardian to the young prince.. This im-
portant truft was committed to Ana-war-
di-Khan *

As this geat man makes no inconfi-
derable figure in the hiftory of the Car-
natic, it 16 neceflary, notwithftanding
the propofed brevity of this narrative,
- to give a {hort account of his or:gm and
character.

His father, by his extraordinary eru~ |

* Father of Mahomed-Ally-Khan, the PI‘.E-
ent Nahob of Arcos.

I ' dition,
b
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dition, by a pilgrimage to Mecca, and
by the fan&tity of his manmers, had
raifed himfelf to a very confiderable rank
in the army, This promotion, whilft
1t ennobled the father, procured at the
fame time to the fon an eaf‘y admittance -
at the court of Delhi. -
Ana—war—dl-Khan however 1nde-
pendent of the advantages he derived
from his father’s reputation, was quali-
fied to hold the Arft employments, el-
ther in the cabinet or in the field.” His
military talents, and his addrefs, gain-
ed ‘him the confidence and efteem of
‘Nizam-al-Muluck. © He had attended
the Subah wpon his expedition into the
Carnatic, and had approved himafelf an
experienced and gallant commander.
His active, cautious, and enterprifing
genius, feemed to mark him  out as
the fitteft perfon to prefide over pro-"
vinces which had, for fome tume paft,
been'torn by the violence of contending
~ parties.
~ Thefe motives, it is probable and not

'aregard to the fafety of the young prince,
‘ C had
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had induced the Subah to eftablifh him
1n the regency. S

- The ambitious, ever diffatisfied with
the prefent, nfuft meditate new projeéts
of aggrandifement. Worth and innocence
afford a- flender defence to him whois
expofed-to the affaults of artifice, and of
‘unrelenting power, . . |
- Ana-war-di-Khan faw himfelf indeed
promoted to the regency; but his reft-
Jefs mind prompted him to ftill higher
aim$.  The young prince remained .the
only obftacle to his- future greatnefs.

In June 1744, the marriage of a rela-
tion of the prince was to be falemnized
within the fort of Arcot. Some. Pittan
foldiers, who had been 1n the fervice of
Subder-Ally, prefented themfelves, and
demanded the arrears which, they pre-
tended, were fill due to them. The
- young prince, Seid Mahomed, ordered
them to retire. 'The Pittans, apparent~
ly forry for their infolence, returned the
fame day, and made an apalogy, which
ferved to remove any fufpicions of their
real “defign, ‘The _c;@é_z}iﬁg; now. being

| | come,
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come, and the greater part of the guefis
" being aflembled, Seid :Mahomed -went
eut-into the court to reckive and com-
-pliment Ana-war-di-Khan, his protec-
tor and guardian. The Pittans, who in
the morning had apologized for their
condu®, now appeared without; among
the reft of the {pectators, and feemed to
pay the young princé the greateft re-
fpect ; whillt their chief, affuming the
appearance of one deeply fenfible of his
fault, came up to him, as if to profirate
himfelf before him. ‘The young prince
was off-his'guard ; and the wretch plun-
ged a poinard into his heart. -

This tragical event armed ‘the” people
with the keeneft indignation &gainft
Ana-war-di-Khan, and JMort"iz-Allyi‘,
uncle of the aﬂ'amnated prince. Every
one believed, that both were acceflory
to the crime. Mortiz-Ally faved him-
felf, by retreating to his fort at Velore ;
and the regegt Ana-war-di-Khan' found
means to {often the relentment of the
people, by difmiffing  the Pittans from

C 2 his
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his fervice, and by levelling thewr houles

with the ground.
It is extremely merobable, however,

that the regent could have cemwinced
Nizam-al-Muluck, that he was: altoge-
ther unacquainted with the plot againft
the life of the young prince. Be thatas
it may, it would feem that he. thamed

of Nizam-al-Muluck a regular mmm.tf
fion, appointing him Nabob of Arcot,

C H AP I,

A, D 1744. AT this time a war broke
out between Great Britain and France,
the effects of which were not conﬁned
to Europe alone. The plains of Indo-
~ ftan were foon to become the theatre of
action between thefe two rival powers,
Moft part of the firft two years was

{pent in mutual altereations, in unde-
ciiive ﬂurxmﬂles, and In making prepa-
rations for war,
Upon
\“P ERM‘L

i L
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" Upon. the .10th of September 1746,
- Mr de la Bourdonnais, a gallant fea-of-
ficer, with a fuperior Jforce, attacked
.the Enghih fettlement at Madrafs, ob-
liged the garrifon to capitulate, and to
{urrender; themf{elves , prifogers of war.
He ag::g:cd, hﬁwevel.’ﬁ te, .evacyate the
-town before the end of the enfuing Ja-
nuary, upon condition, that the gover-
nor and counctl thould oblige themfelves
to pay the fum of four hundred and
forty thoufand pounds Sterling. Upon
‘thefe terms a treaty was concluded ; and
the Englith gave hoﬁages for the per-
formance of it.: ~ - -

Meantime <hefe proceedings of - the
‘Frénch company were by ‘no' means
agreeable to Ana-war-di-Khan.  He faw
with pain' the growing power of the
French, and dreaded the towering am-,
bition of Mr Dupleix, | governor of Pon-
dicherry,

Madrafs belng within the jurifdiéion
of the Nabob, and having been befieged
by the French, not only againft his con-

fent, butin contradiction to their ex-
prefs
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prefs ftipulation with him, he thought
it inconfiftent with the duty and regard
he owed to himfelf, not to revenge this
affront, and contempt of his authority.

Hitherto 1o European . nation ‘had
proceeded to open  hottilities againft the
- great officers of the Mogul government,
and Ama-war-di-Khan was weak e-
nough to afcribe this to the great fupe-
rionity of their national troops,
~ Fluthed with the charms of conqueft,
and confident of fucceﬁ, he {ent out
an army of ten thoufand men, under
the command -of Maphufe-Khan, his
eldeft fon, with orders to inveft the town
on all fides. - The Moorith troops, after

being twice repulfed in two feveral en-
gagements near St Thomas, made the

beft retreat they were able to Aréot. It
was now feen, for the firft time, that
the Moors were not fo formidable as it
was formerly apprehéﬁded and that a
ﬁngle battalion of difciplined Eumpeans
were more than a match for fome thous
{fands of Indians. o

Mr Dupleix was the firft who taught
European
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LEuropean troops to reap the laurels of
victory in the Carnatic,
~ His genjus was cumprehcnﬁve bold
and original; and his Views were like
his genius. By his fagacity, his difli-
mulation, and addrefs, he became po-
pular amongft the Indlaa and Mahome-
dan chiefs ; and; by his vigifance, act~
vity, and perfeverance he feldom fail-
ed to fruftrate the defigns of his adver-
faries. Vigour, ﬂ:eadmefs, novelty, amd
- aipint of enterprife, ftrongly marked
his plans. His anrbition rendered him
formidable to all; his pride acceflible
to few; and hls vamty, and love of
parade, led him INto  enormous ex-
pence.  Had "this great man and Mr
de la Bourdonnais a&ed in concert, it
is probable, that the French, under
their aufpices, would have Ia1d the
foundations of a lafting empire in In-"
doftan, agreeably to the grand {chemes
which Mr Dupleix had formed : but,
unluckily for France, Mr de la Bour-
donnais, in conduding his operations,
was obliged to follow the mandates of

the
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the dire@ors in Europe. Hence the jea-

loufies and {fufpicions which grew up
~ between them fmn termmated 1N an open

rupture,

Mr Dupleix refufed to rat1fy the trea-

ty made between the French admiral
and the Englith at Madrafs; and, upon
the departure of the admiral, he com-
miflioned Paradis, -a -Swifs officer,  to
treat the Englifh garrifon, council, and
inhabitants, with "great  feverity, and
without any regard to the terms of their
furrendry. The Swifs executed his
‘commiflion in its full extent. The
principal inhabitants were turned -out
of the city; and their eitates and ef-
fe@s, together with the ammunition and
provifions of the garrifon, were formally
declared the property of the French com-
pany. -
Mr Dupleix now began openly to
{trike at the root of the Englifh interefts
in the Carnatic, and had meditated an
expedition agamﬁ: their fort of St Da—-
vid. | |

'The d1f’crefsful fituation of the Enrr-
2 llfh

o
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lith determined them, as therr laft re-
_ fource, to {olicit the affiftance of Ana-
war-di-Khan, Nabob of . Arcot, The
Nabob, who had not yet forgotten the
difgrace brought upon his arms by his
defeat before St Thomas, was, without
‘much difficulty, prevailed ypon to en-
ter into an alliance with™ the - Englifh,
provided they fhould contribute a {hare
in defraying the expence ot the war.
"The preliminary articles were agreed
upon; and the Nabob fent an army, un-
der the joint comniand of his two {ons,
Maphufe-Khan and Mahomed-Ally-
Khan. Thefiege of Fort St David was
railed.

b |

A.D. 1747. Mr DurLErX, ever fruit-
ful of expedients, was refolved, if pof-
fible, to detach the Nabob from the
Englifh intereft. He had the art 0
perintade him, that the affairs of the
Englith ‘were in a defperate fituation,
even when ‘the return. of their {qua-
dron was cvery day expedted; and the

D Nabob
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- Nabob recalled his army from Fort St
David. | - |

The reinforcement fent from Eng-
land, in the be{ginning of the year 1748,
feemed to change the face of the Eng-
ith affairs in . India. The land-forces
were commanded by Major Lawrence,
the fleet by Admiral Bofcawen. Never,
tul now, had the Englith -appeared for-
midable upon the coaft of Coromandel.
Twelve hundred chofen men, eght
hundred marines, befides a fine train of
artillery, compofed “the regular troops.
The whole forces, including the Dutch
auxiliaries, and the troops in the Compa-
ny's fervice, amounted to five thoufand
men, ,

Ana~war-di-Khan, perceiving the ba-
lance of power in favour of the Eng-
ifh, did not long hefitate to break his
engagements with the French. It was
his maxim to join the firongeft; and,
as a proof of his willingnefs to oblige
the Englith, he fent them a body of
two thoufand cavalry,

The
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The Englifh Company now thought
.themfelves in a condition to befiege
Pondicherry, by far the richeft, the
moft beautiful, and the beft-fortified
town, belonging to the French in In-
dia. The French, however, made a
noble refiftance; and what - they could

not perform by their lﬂfCI‘IOI‘ numbers,
they effected by their fuperior fkill in

conducting their defence. Admiral
Bofcawen, who had the care of thfs
expedition, though a brave and expe=
rienced {ea-officer, did not, at this time,
{uthciently underftand the operations of

a regular fiege. The Englith, there-
fore, after having thown great bravery

and little ﬂ{IH ralfed the ﬁef‘r of Pon-

dicherry, and marched back to Fort St
David,

D2 "CHAP.
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 Ix recapitulating thefe events, it is
niot 1ntended to enter into a full detail
of the various intrigues, and military
operations, of the French and Englifh
trading companies in India.” 'This hath
been already done, by writers of no i-
confiderable reputation *,  Little more
is intended, than an account of the
moft 1mportant revolutions which have
happened among the nabobs and rajas
in the Carnatic, and the caules which
have contributed to bring about thefe
revolutions, Dut as the two companies
cngaged themfelves 1 the contefts of
thefe princes, 1t will be mmpoflible al-
togcther to avoid entering upon {uch

%* Memoires de Mr Dunleix, Orime’s Hiftory

af the wars of Coreomandcl, of al.

military
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military tranfadtions as are neceflary to
. throw Light upon the whole,

"A.D. 1749. THE ceffation of arms
between Great Britain and France did
not put an end to the hoftilities of thele
two nations in India, Each'company -
had .now a f{trong m111tary force, and
each had refolved upon new adventures.
An increafe of territory, they faw, might
{till be acquired ; and a colourable pre-
text was only wanting to draw the
{word, fcarce yet {heathed from flaugh-
ter. |

The Englifh, - it mufl be acknow-
ledged, fet the example, by unpo]m..
cally enteruw into the quarrel of two
Indian princes, about the kingdom of
Tanjore. '

. Saujohee, who, about the year 1742,
had been difpofiefied of his kingdom of
Tanjore, applied to the Englifh for their
affiftance in reftoring him, The Eng-
lith, without duly examining the juftice
of his claims, e{poufed his quarrel, pro-
vided that, upon his reftoration, he

would
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would cede to them a certain part of
the territories of Tanjor¢. Devi-cottah,
a large town on the fea-coaft, was ac-
cordingly appropriated to the company,
The kingdom of Tanjore is in length
near feventy miles, and not much lefs.
1 breadth ; and is efteemed one of the
richeft and moit fertile provinces upon.
the coaft of Coromandel, . L
- The expedition of the Epglifh againft
Tenjore was equally imprudent and un-
{fuccefsful. By the violence of the fouth-
ern monfoon, two thips of the line,  be-
fides an hofpital-thip, were driven on.
the coaft, and wrecked. Of thefe, the
Namur, a fhip of feventy-four guns,
perifhed, with feven hundred and fifty
men on board; and, to add to.their
misfortunes, the Englith found, con-
“trary to what they were made to expect,
chat the Tanjorines, inftead of flocking
to the ftandard of the expelled prince,
were unanimouily determined to oppofe
him. His adminiftration, they gave out,
had been both weak and wicked.
At any rate, the company were refol-
, ved
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ved to befiege the fort of Devi-cottah.
. Major Lawrence held the command.

The fiege was carried qn with equal
ﬂull vigour, and fuccefs; and the Tan-

jorines, thﬂu‘?h greatly fuperior 111 NUM-
bers, ihamefully abandoned the fort.
The next refolution was, to ger poflef-
{ion of the pagoda of Acheveram. -

All the Indian pagodas, or temples,
are conftructed nearly upon the f{amec
plan, " The area is a large {quare, érT-
compafled with walls: ‘within this area
are the temples, which feldom are raj-
{ed hlgher than the furrounding wall.
In one of the fides 1s a gate, upon

which 1s erccled a very high tower.
The tower 1s decorated with four Fu-

gades, exhibiting, in alto relievo, the i-
mages, the artributes, and the heroic
atchievements of their gods. Many of

them are {urrounded with deep ditches,

and are eahly made forts of great
{trength.

The ghoftly Brahmins in the p'a-godu
of Acheveram furrendered themfelves to
the
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the Englith without oppofition. “All
they requefted of them-was, that they.
would not approach the innermoft parts
of the temple, | o

‘But the Tanjorines were not f{} eaﬁly
fatisfied: Stung with the warme(t indig-
nation at-the pollutions and facrilege-of
the Englifh, they inftantly run to arms,
flew from their *camp,:fm;drattai;kéd{.xhe
Eagoda in the mght.

The Englith, wcll aware, that if: they
{uffered the T anjormesm ‘make a breach,
they muft every man of theém-be.cut to
picces, made a fplmted and vigorous ree
{itance. The Tanjorines bemg rePulfed
with the lofs of two hwndred and fifey

men, and the ardour of thewr zeal’ bemcr

a little abated, returned to their ¢amp,
without making any more *1tt<:1npt5 to
recover the p'if‘fod't - T

A peace was concluded. between the
Englifh and the King of Tanjore. The

King agreced to cede to the Company the
fort of Devl-cottah with the produce of
a certain part of its territory ; to defray

1

the expence of the war; and to grant the

1 expelled
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expelled prince an annual penﬁon of
four thoufand rupees. |
[t was not the terror of the Englifh
arms that compelled the Raja to comply
with thefe requifitions ; it was an event
which had happened fome days before
the peace, and which was foon to render
that unhappy country onice moré a {cene
of animofities, intrigues, murders, and

defolation.

Chunda-Saheb had, fince the year
1741, remained a clofe prifoner among
the Marattoes. His.wife and fon, du~

ring this interval, had been entruited to
Mr Dupleix, who treated them with all

the tendernefs, refpe@, and deference,
due to their high rank. The friends of
Chunda-Saheb had long been negoti-
ating Wlth the Marattoes for his ran=

fom ; but what they could not do, was
eff'e&ed by the fuperior &&wlty of the
French governor.

Mr Dupleix forefaw that the ftorm of
war was beginning to thicken : and the
connections which he had already efta-

blithed, partly by bribes, and partly by
g promifes,
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promifes, pointed out to him the pofl-
blhty of aggrandizing the French na-
“tion 1n India,

Ana-war-di-Khan, Nabob of Arcot,
by a rigorous exercife of POWET, Was oW
become odious to the people. The grcat
lords regretted the lofs of that fecun_ty
and peace which they had enjoyed un-
der the former reigns, and recalled o
their remembrance the a{laffination of
the young prince, Seid Mahomed, the
darling of the people, and of .all who
knew him. They withed to eﬁ:abllﬂl in
the government a brother of the’ miur-
dered prince: but mnone appeared who
thought themfelves able to oppcfe thf:
arms of the Nabob.,

Mr Duplerx, who had long been me-
ditating proje&ts of empire in the Car-
natic, {aw, in Chunda-Saheb, all thofe
. great qualities which promifed him' fuc-
cefs in a competition with Ana-war-di-
Khan for the nabobfhip of Arcot.

- Chunda-Saheb, by his fword and his
perfeverance alone, had formerly raifed
himfelf to the firft offices in the govern-

ment.

-
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ment. In him, the addrefs and pehey

of the eenfummate ﬁateﬁnan were u-
nited with the prewefé and coolnefs of
the aeeemph{hed general But thefe
quahtles ferved only as a fpur to his
ambition ; and we have already feen
his laure]s blafted by the: moft. flagrant
a@ls of treachery, perjury, diffimulation,
and eruelty However, as the expeted

{uccefs of his arms agam{’c Ana-war-di-
Khan would not be fufficient to fecure
to him the undifturbed poﬁefﬁon of ‘the
nabobifhip, it was alfo neceflary, that he
{hould -obtain a regular cenﬁrmatmn
from the Subah of the Decan; and, at’
this time, the fucceffion to. thc fubahﬂup
was itfelf difputed.

~ Upon the death of Nizam-al-Muluck,
Nazar-Zing his frm, and Muza-far-
Zing his grandfon, prefented themfelves
as candidates for the fubahfhip of the’
Decan. Eaeh of them produced royal
patents, which, it was boldly pretended
he had legally obtained from the impe-
rial court; and both were refolved to

fupport their pretenfions by the fword.
E 2 ‘Nazar-
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‘Nazar-Zing, who had been a rebel
againft his father, and who was a {live
to pleafure, feemed, at this juncture, to
have advantages, which, if feafonably
and vigoroufly purfued, might have
rendered him victorious in the conteft.
He had fecured all his father’s treafures,
and had, by that precaution, won over
to his interefts the prmr:lpal officers of
the ftate.  Gold and filver, in Indoftan,

form the fureft and moft lafting bafis of

alliance. The poffeffor needs only to
take care of his perfon; and, lat his caufe

be ever {fo bad, while he hath money,'
he may have troops. |
Young Muza-far-Zing,. on ‘the other
hand, had littde elfe to appofe to  hig
uncle’s treafures and authority, but me-
naces, charters, and patents, He found
{réfource's, however, in an alliance which
he had contraéted with Chunda-8aheb.
Both thefe princes were determined to
hazard their fortunes and their lives, in
the profecutipn of purpofes, from the
fuccefs of which, they hoped to have it in
- . 2= their
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their power to give laws even to the im-
perial throne, -

Their firft obje® wass the redu&ion
of the Carnatic. This refolution they
communicated to Mr Dupleix; and they.
folicited his affiftance and protection.
As a reward of his compliance, his cof-
fers were to be filled, and the territories
of the French company were to be enlar-
ged.  The temptation was too ftrong o
be refifted ;  and Mr- Dupleix imme-
diately difpatched tp their afliftance 2
body of four hundred Europeans, and
two thoufand Seapoys. - o

Ana-war-di-Khan, againft whom this
expedition was deftined, refolved to de-
fend the entrance of the Carnatic to
the laft extremity ; and, with an army
of twelve thoufand cavalry and eight
thoufand infantry, dared to make head
againft the united forces of the two
princes, and the French, amounting to
above forty thoufand men.

He formed 2 firong camp under the
fort of Amour, ‘and fecured himfelf with-
1 good intrenchments,

'Mr-
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Mr D’Auteunil, the commander of the
French detachment, propofed to Chunda-
Saheb to begim by ftorming thefe -
trenchments. It was, agreed. The
French foldiers, encouraged by the hopes
of rich plunder, began the onfet with
that impetuofity which is the characte-
* riftic of their nation. They were fol-
lowed by the other troops. The na-
bob’s artillery being well ferved, and
well direGted, did great execusion.
The French, twice repulfed, rally as
often; but, at length, give way. . Sup-~
ported, however, by the Moors, with
redoubled ardour they return to the
charge; they gain the breaﬁ-work and
force the intrenchiments, . |

Ana-war-di-Khan, upon hIS part
difcovered equal valour, intrepidity, and
. prefence of mind. He endeavours to rally
his broken troops ; but in vain: the
centre alone, where himfelf was pofted,
and where his ftandard was difplayed,
remains unfhaken. The confederate ar-
my, having now routed both wings,

furround and attack the nabob .upon ail
fides.
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fides. ‘The nabob, by his words, and
ftill more by his example, roufes the
defponding courage of the few who ftood
firm in his caufe. The carnage becomes
general and dreadful. Falfe intelhigence
is brought him that his fon- was flain.
Pride, revenge; and defpair -agitate his
yet undaunted’ {onl.” “He ldoks around
for Chunda-Saheb, the author of all
the calamites of that difaftrous day. He
defcries him.” Pifdaining to furvive an
inglorious defeat, he rufhes into . the
thickeft of the battle. - A mufket-{hot
pierces the nabob’s heart: he falls,

‘Theé viQorious princes, without lofs
of time, fet ocut for the city of Arcot.
Upon their * arrival, Muza-far-Zing,
who now allumed: the titlé and honouts
of Subah, gave the firft proofs of his
authority, by formally appointing Chun-
da-Saheb nabob of the Carnatic. .
~ 'The news of the defeat, and death, of
Ana-war-di-Khan, had reached Tanjore
while the Englith, under the command
of Major Lawrence, were in that coun-
try. " N

The
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The Raja of Tanjore, whe hated thé
perfon, and dreaded the power, of Chun-
da-Saheb, might, at this tume, have
been eafily induced to cede to the Eng-
lith much more important. acquifitions
than the fort and teiritory of Devi-
cottah. Major Lawrence, howgver,
contenting himfelf with what they had
obtained, and leaving behind him a
-flender garrifon, returned to Fort St
David ; where he received mtelhgence
that peace had, laft year, been reftored
to Great Bl‘ltalll and France, _by the
treaty of Alx-la-Chapelle » |

One of the articles of this peace, fa-

vourable to the Englith, was the refto-
ration of Madrafs; and Admiral Bofs

cawen took poﬂ"eﬁion Of;_ltf about the
beginning of Auguft, in terms of the
treaty.

The news of the revolution of Arcot

equally aftonithed and mortified the
Englith. They were now convinced,
that, inftead of affifting a dethroned Ra-
ja of Tanjore, the glory of England, the
interefts, nay the very exiftence of the

2 COmMpiilyy



. [ 41 ]
company, loudly demanded, ‘that they
{hould have fupported Ana-war~di-Khan

with all their forces.

The two princes gmtefully acknow-
ledged themfielves highly indebted fo

Mr Duplelx for his attention, zeal, and
activity in effectuating this. revolution -
~in their favour : ‘and, to teftify their
fenfe of his merit, and compenfate him
for his fervices, they beftowed on him
a large fam of ‘money; and on ghe
French company, the princpality of
cighty-one fmall towns in ‘the néigh-
bourhood and territory of Pondicherry.
Thefe valuable donations, the expeétation
of ftill more impbrtatit: emuluments,
gether with the reputation whick - the
French, by the fuccefs of their arms,
“had already acquired in India,” eafily
~ prevailed upon Mr Dupleix to enter
very earneftly. and a{ﬁduﬂuﬂy mto aﬂ'
their concernments.

A plan of future operations bemg
concerted and {ettled with',the princes,
it was refolved, that they fhould attack
Trltchanopoly, te which place Maho-
| F med-
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med-Ally-Khan had retired . after “hig
father’s death. The princes, at the head
of a powerful and viflorious army,
might eafily have driven him out of the
Carnatic; but, inftead of marching di-
rectly to Tritchanopaly,: they entered
into a quarrel with the Raji of Tanjore,
He had not, they faid, for a long time,
paid the tribute dug¢ to them.; and,
from the hopes of raifing great fums of
money, they invefted Tanjore, the can
pital of his dominions.

This egregiaus blunder in -thesr poh-—e
tics ferved to turn the ndc of fortune
againft them: and though, by a treaty
with the Raja, after they had received
from him many. lacks of rupees, he had
been compelled to ftipulate great, advan-~
tages to them, and to  the French com-
pany; yet, by the artful inanagement
-of the Englith, thefe engagements were,
in a good meafure rendered abortive,

A.D. 1750, Nazar-ZING, who hath
been already mentioned ‘as one of the
candidates - £Q( the fubahthip, upon ‘the

report ,
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report of thefe commotions, began to a-
wake from his pleafures, and to be
roufed from his indolence. He now no
longer confidered his nephew as a ro-
mantic adventurer, but as a rival from
whom he had every thing to fear, With
a numerous and well-appointed army,
he left Golconda : he 1flued orders to all-
the nabobs and rajas fouth of the river
Kriftna to accompany him into the Car-
natic : he fummoned his friend Mahe-"
med-Ally-Khan to levy all the for{fes he?
was able, and requefted of the Engh{h
to difpatch to him a body of Europe-
an troops. Hisarmy,; including the al=
lies, confifted of three hundred thoufand
men, with a vaft number of elephants,
and eight hundred pieces of cannon,
Gingee was the place of rendezvous.
This formidable army, joined by the
Englifh detachment under the command
of Major Lawrence, ftruek the troops
of the princes with fo great, and fo
general a panic, that mutiny and defer-~
tions thinned their numbers every day.
Thirteen French officers, difcontented

with the harth ufage they had received,
Foa oave
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gave up their commiffions at the famre
time. The f{oldiers, as from this ex-
ample of their, officers might well be ex-
pected, became difpirited, infolent, and
outrageous. | |

Nazar-Zing, inftead of feizing this
opportunity of ftriking a decifive blow,
‘made overtures of accommodation, and,
as it is reported, and believed, fwore up-
ot the Koran, that, if his nephew
{fflould voluntarily fubmit, he would
neither make him a prifoner, nor de-
prive him :of *the - governments which
he had formerly held under his father.
Muza-far-Zing, relying upon promifes
and oaths which were never intended to
be fulfilled, rafhly fubmitted himielt to
his uncle; who immediatély put him
into clofe confinement, and laid him in
1rons.,

The periodical rains having now be-
gun to fall, both armues, duting two
months, were obliged to remain in a
flate of inadion. Mr Dupleix availed
Lhimfelf of this interval, and eftablifhed
a fecret and clofe correfpondence with

fome
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{fome difcontented leaders in Nazar-
Zing’s army. Of thefe, the princes of
 Caneul, Coudapa, and ‘bavanere, were
the chief, Motives of intereft, not of
loyalty or affe@ion, had led them to

follow the ftandard of Nazar-Zing.
They had flattered themfelves, that up-

on his eftablifhment in the fubahﬂnp,

he would grant them, agreeably to his
- promife, a full remiflion of their arrears
to government: but the late inftance of
his perfidy and bafenefs, convinced them

that no confidence could be repofed in
a. man who had avowedly, and openly,

dlfregarded the falth of thc moft {olemn
ﬁlpulatlon |

Under thefe circumftances Mr Du-
pleix found it an eafy matter to bribe
their avarice and rapacity, and, by that
means, to attach them to his own in-
terefts. A correfpondence with . themy
‘as criminal as it was bafe and unge-
nerous, had been, accordingly, carried
on for the fpace of feven months, with
the utmoft fecrecy. Thefe three Pittan
lords, and twenty othér officers of dil-
| tindiion,
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tinction, agreed to abandon their prmc&
1n the time of adtion.

Upon the fourth of December buth-
armies took the field, and a barttle was
fought near _Gingee.__- The Pittans, and
the aother conipiratars, pafted themfelves, -
according to agreement, in the rear of
the army. The French, by a heavy and

well-diftributed fire,. threw the enemy’s
firlt Lipe into great diforder. The Pittan

ppppp

lords, in whofe approved courage and
condu® Nazar-Zing had placed:: his
chief hope, sofiead rof - fupperting the
charge, were now feen drawn up in or-
der of battle, at a confiderable ditance
from the main body of the forces. En-
raged at this perfidions condud, Nazar~
Zing rode up to the traitors,. c;,ang thes:
- daftardly cowards;, whe. had ignomini~
oufly betrayed the interefts of the Mo-=
gul, of their country, ax:}g of thewr
prince, ta a contemptuible handful of
Europeans. The Raja of Coudapa re~
plied,. that he knew no enemy but Na-
zar-Zing; .and, at the faine time, dif-
charged a carabine at his prince. The
unfortunate
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unfortunate Nyzar-Zing fell dead upon
the plain. His head was fevered® from
his - body, and carried to Muza-far-
Zing, “who was now freed from his
fetters. 'The young prince, -elated by
favage notions of power and revenge,
ordered his uncle’s head to be fixed up-

on a pole, and to be carried in procef-
fion through the confederate army,

It is-a melancholy truth, that hiftory
15 too often a regifter of crimes, frduds,
and maflacres. The misfortunes, even
of bafe and worthlefs men, melt the
feeling. heart, when infult hath been
added to crieky, - Ambition, though -
uncontrouled by reafon, hath furely no -
right to render men more {avage than
wolves and tygers; and yet the annals
of almoft every age and country furnith
little elfe than a fatire upan human na-
ture.

The annals of Indoftan, however
have given a deeper and more gloomy
fhade to the piCture. There, crimes
have been patronized or committed by

a fet of men who-boaft of fuperior hu-
manity,
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mapity, refinement, ‘and- benevolence,
‘Thiere; outrage, violence, and depreda-
tion, have found fhelter, under the fane-
tion of 4n awthority which profeffes itfclf
to be guided by 'the ifivariable difhinc-
tions of right ‘and wrong: “There, “the
lives and fortunes of princes have been
facrificed, to gratify the infatiable cra-
vings of vanity;- of avartee, snd -hixury ;
while crowns, fceptres, and govern=
ments, have been wrefted from theeir
rightful owners,’ with -all'sthe ¢grions
CITC armRtanées sf awanton critlty. .

But to return to our narratives The
death of Nazar-Zing will remain aft in-
delible ftain upon the character-and me-<
mory of Mr Dupléix. - The immenfe
freafures of this prince~were; by hisiar-
bitration, - divided ‘between the Pittan
princes and the French troops. In the
partition, however, his own fervices
were not forgotten ; for, befides jewels
to a very confiderable amount, he 1s fard
o have received two hundred thoufand
goundskiﬂrmﬁne}r. SR

i - The
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‘The. Pittans were by no means well
pleafed with their | proportion. of the
booty : . they . reprefented, how. much
their - condué’t had conmbutcd to effec-
tuate the revolution ; but being over-
awed by Mr Duplelx, they, for the pre-
fent, . dlﬂ'cmblcd fansfa&u;g.

A. D. 1751. Muz &-FAR-ZINEJ the
newy Sgbah;, having performed the cere«

monies of his inftalment, and having re-
ceived the homage and allegmnce of the

feveral nabobs and princes, fet out for
Aurung-abad.
The Pittan lards, though among o-

thers they had ‘paid ‘him homg’ge, and
had taken the ifhal oaths, prepared ho-

ftilities againft him, upon his return
through their dominions to. Golconda.
They feized a Pproper occafion, and be-

gan . the attack with great intrepidity.
The ranks of Muza—far-ng S army

were thrown into the utmoft confufion
at this unexpected onfet ; when the
French troops, coming up under the

G command
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mmmand of Mr Buff')’r, chang’ed the f&n‘-
tunc of the da}f

The Pittans, after one of their princes
had been killed, and another &cfphmte—
ly wounded, were férced to retreat.

Muza-far-Zing, regardiéfs of thé ve-
monftrances ‘of Mr Bufly, purfugd:the
flying troops ; left the French battahon
far behind ; rode up to'the pritice”of
Canoul, and foutrht him in fi ntrle com-
bat. But the prince diretted 2 “javelin
with fo aood an aim againft his": antago-ﬁ
nift, that it piércad’ 1“115 ‘forehead, and
entered his brain: He fell dead upon
his elephant, R

Salabad-Zing, Brofhﬂ: Uf Nazar—Zin o,
was inftantly, with the univerfal con-

fent of thie : army, prc}clmmed Subah of
the Decan.

His elevation, however, did not re-
ftore peace to the Carnatic. The claims
of Mahomed-Ally-Khan, and of Chun-
‘da-Saheb, il re‘mamed m a doubtful
ftate. | .

"~ Some of the great lords acknowledged
‘the former, and others the latter, to be
Nabob
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Nabob of Arcot; while their attachment
to either was, for the moft, part, dicta~
red by prejudice,. intered, or fear The
pretenfions of Chunda-Saheb were {e-
conded by the French ; thofe of Maho-
med-Ally-Khan, by the Epglith: but
neither the Freach, the Englifh, ‘the Ra-
jas, 10T the great lords of that coumr};
could be well facisfied, that the claims
of . thﬁff-: twao : candidates, deragatery
the rlghts of .Sl'i‘ld Mah@meds family,
were founded 1n reafon or eqmty The
objects, ‘however, ¢f the Enghih and
Fremch, .were opulence, confideration,
dominion ; - and no body any longer
wonders, that the remonftranges of Ju~
ftice fhould havc been drowned amid
the contentions, and fierce anunofiies,
which fubfifted between thefe two na-
{10I15,. SR

At the begmnmg o.f the war. Whlﬂh
Mﬁhﬂmed-ﬂlly-ﬂhan and Chunda-Sa-
 heb had waged againft each other, for-
cune feemed to declare for the latter;
but after the Eaglifh kad, in good ear-
| G 2 - - nelt,
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neft, embarked themfelves in the caufe
of the former, the affairs of Chunda-
Saheb foon became defperate, and with-
out remedy .

A. D. 1752. His rival, -having pro-
mifed them what he neither intended,
nor was able to perform, had now made
a powerful alliance ‘with fome -of - the
princes of the Carnatic. He was joined
by the Raja of Myfore, and by Morari-
Row, a Marattoe prince: but Pertaub-
Sing, the Raja of Tanjore, alone, from
more difinterefted views than either,
fent him a reinforcement of three thou-
iand horfe, and two thoufand foot, un-
der the command of Monack-jee, a ge-
neral of approved courage and experi.-
ence.

The redu&mn of the forts poflefled by
- the French upon both fides of the river
Caveri, was the grand obje@ of this
campaign. Meanwhile the part which
the Englifh had already taken in the war,
had very much exhaufted their funds:

nor
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nor were the finances of Mahomcd AHy-
Khan“in 2 better fituation."

At this critical conjun&ure, ‘an En g-
Lith hero arofe, whofe amazing fuccefles
revived the drooping hopes.of his coun-
trymen, and whofe bold plans were foon
to render him the ]cg"ﬂatﬁr ‘of Indoftan.
This was Mr Clive, who had been bred
to bufinefs, and the commercial affairs
of the Comipiny, ‘and now, happﬂy,
turned his attention to the oper&tmns
0f war, ‘ '

Major Lawrence, who could open his
~‘eyes”~ upon- merit without feeling the
{tings of envy; 4and, what as rarely hap-
pens, could reward it, had already dif-
tinguifhed this young gentleman with
an uncommon fhare of his intimacy,
friendfhip, and confidence.

He fuggefted to Major Lawrence the,
expediency of dividing the army into
two bodies: the one to alt upon the
north of the river Coleroon ; the other,
upon the fouth of the CR"JEI‘I The Ma-
jor did not hefitate to adopt a pmpofal
which, though hardy, and, in appear-

ance,
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ance, rath, yet feemed to huma the moft
eligible, {peedily to terminate a tedmus,
bloedy, and expenfive - war. He him-
felf, with half of the forces, remained
to the fouth of the Caveri, while Captam
Clive was honoured with the command
of the troops deftined to the north of the
- Coleroon.

Every thing bemg fettled Gaptmu
Clive, upon the 6th of April, began his

march, and crofled the two rivers, ha-
ving in his route experienced almoft all
variety of -diftrefs, difficulty, and dan-~
ger. After a train of rapid fuccefles, m
which himfelf had performed prodigies
of valour, the garrifons of Samiavaram,
Munfurpett, Lalguddy, and Pitchandah,
ﬁlrrendered themf{elves to the viftor.” -
But this harveft of victories was not
‘confined to the north of the Coleroon ;
the fuccefles of Major Lawrence, though
not {o brilliant, were, at leaft, as ufeful.

The gallant Monack-jee, who acted un-
der the immediate dire@ion of the Ma-
jor, at the head of his Tanjorines, re-
duced the fort of Coilady, where the e-

nemy
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nemy had their laft, and belt maga-
zine of provifions, and mihtary itores.
Chuckley-apollam fell next into the hands
of the troops of Tanjore.
‘Thefe dawnings of good fortune uprm

the arms of Mahomed-Ally-Khan, de-
prefled the coarage of the French, and
had a manifeft influence on: all their mea-
fures during this campaign.

- Mr Law had the command of the
French forces upon the fouth of «he
Coleroon. He and Chunda—Sahcb ‘ha-
ving been driven from one Pagoda to
another, as their laft and only refou;*ce,.
fhut themfelves up in Jumbakifina,
fort in the ifland of Seringham. Here,
from the unaccountable irrefolition of
Mr Law, they underwent all the painful
viciflitndes of hope and difappointment ;
and were, at length, reduced to -the
moft diftrefsful ftate. By the vigilance
of Major Lawrence, their prwiﬁbﬂs
and remforcements were cut off, and
their correfpondence with Mr Dupleix
effeCtually 1mercePted They were,
however, from an equality of numbers,

{1
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iull 1n a condition to have made a vi-
gorous, and, as the French themfelves
give out, a {uccefsful affault upon the
befiegers : but it was Mr Law who com-~
manded the troops. In vain did Chun-
da-Saheb reprefent to him the abfolute
neceflity of making one laft, bold, and
defperate effort,

This obftinacy and m.t:fcondu& Gf ME
Law had a vifible effe@ upon both the
health and temper of Chunda-Saheb.
His uiual firmnefs and equanimiry. gave
way to an_anxiety, that ingreafed with
the profpect of calamities, from which,
he forefaw, 1t would be impoilible to ex-
tricate himfelf, N

A furrendry, or a vigorous defence,
feemed now to be the only alterna-
tives, The firft would, inevitably, have
put him in the power of his rival;
rhe other Mr Law thought 1mpra&1—-
cable.

In this extremity, Mr Law fuggeﬂcd
to him the neceflity of bribing fome
chiet of the allied army, to allow him
to efcape through his quarters in the

2 . " night,
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hight. This refolution, as delicate as
it was dangerous, and which could have
been dictated and juftified only by the
ﬁmnge{‘t neceflity, was, notW1thf’cand-
ing, inftantly adopted.

Every reafon forbade them to make
this propofal to the Marattoe, or M}’-
{oread, general. It was made_ there-
fore, to Monack-jee, the commander of
the Tan_]c:rme troops. He received the
overture with great pohtenefs, and, by
his addrefs, and an affected fhew of
compaflion, he fecured the confi-
dence of the unfortunate prince. Great
fums were paid him in ready money,
and ftill more important emoluinents
were {tipulated to him.,

Chunda-Saheb was, accordingly, con-
ducted toMonack-jee’s quarters; where,
inftead of the efcort he expeted, he wids
immediately put in 1rons.

The news of this tranfaction foon

reached Mahomed-Ally-Khan, the Ma-
rattuE and the Myforean. The two
laft held a conference upon the fate of
(’hunda-Saheb, Theéy agreed, how-

H ever,.
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.ever, 1In ﬁothing, but that the prize
thould not remain in the cuftody of
the Tanjoring general: Motives very
mterefting to Monack-jee prevented
him from furrendering his prifoner. .

- This brave officer, by -the intrigues
of Succo-jee, the prime minifter, had,
for fome time, loft the confidence of
‘his prince; and, tqbe'_ref’tnred_ '_.ito; the
royal favour, he knew, that he muft
frgnalize himfelf by fome daring exploit.
The opportunity now prefented itfelf.

Chunda-Saheb, " during his ufurpa-
tion of the government of Tritchanopo-
ly, had rendered himfclf equally dread-~
ed and detefted at the conrt of Tanjore.
Monack-jee, therefore, the more effec-
tually to ingratiate himfelf with his
prince, and to raife himfelf in the efti-
mation of Mahomed-ally-Khan, gave
orders to ftrike off the head of Chunda-
Saheb: one proof among a thoufand

befide, that bravery and humanity are
not infeparable, |

-

The executioner of this inglorious
deed was a Pittan. He found the un-
' happy
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happy vicim an old man already half
dead with ficknefs, -and bending under
the infirmities of a life which had been
ipent in fatigue, anxiety: and ‘danger.,
Chunda-Saheb, - from the ftern afpe&t of

the affaflin, eafily di{covering the pur-

pole for which he was fent, earneftly
defired to fpeak with Monack-jee and

then, he faid, he fhould be willing to
ie.  The butcher flabbed him to the
heart, and f{evered: hl& head from his
body. -

Monack-jee, fenfible that the head of
the murdered prince would not be an
unacceptable prefent to Mahomed-Ally-
Khan, {ent it immediately to Tritchano-
poly, The blobdy pledge was received
with every demonitrauon of {avage
triumph.  He ordered it to be tied to
the neck of a camel, and to be carried
five times round the walls of the city,
amid the infults and invedtives of an
hundred thoufand {pe&ators.

Such was the fate of this unfortunate
prince. In his private character, he is
generally allowed to have been bengvo-

H 2 - .1{3111'1
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lent, humane, generous. His fuperior
fagacity, conduél, and bravery, mark-
ed him for the command of armies
With thefe qualifications, it is pro-
"bable,” be might have lived and dice

_happy, had he not afpired ataktng
dom,

We with to fee the gentle arts o
peace {ucceed to the ftorms and ravage:
of war : but neither the death of Chun-
da-Saheb, the redu@ion of his forts
mor the diftrefs to which the Frénct

were - reduced, lrad. hitherto - reftorec
tranquillity to the Carnatic : and Ma.

homed-Ally-Khan had the mortifica-
tion to find, that, notwithftanding hi
fignal fuccefles, he, as yet, was volun:
tarily acknowledged by none, -but by
the leat.fignificant chiefs of. the pro-
vince of Arcot; At the opening of thi
laft campaign, he had promfed, tha
upon the fuccefs of his arms, he woulc
put the regent of Myfore in pofleffion o:
‘Tritchanopoly. The Mpyforean,- now
peremptorily demanded the wages of hi
alliance,

Mahomed_-
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Mahomed-Ally-Khan attempted to

{pin out the time by evafive anfwers.
‘Tritchanopoly, he faid, -was the pro-
perty of the Great Mogul, and humielf
no more than a viceroy. Every body
{faw, that a rupture was inevitable; and
Mr Dupleix, availing himfelf of this
ground of quarrel, artfully widened the
breach.
. Morari-row foon followed the ex-
ample of the Myforean; ~and, by pro-
mifes, largefles, and hopes of plunder,
was eafily brought over to the French
‘anterefts.,  Thus, except the Englifh,
‘and the Tamorines, - the -other -allies of
Mahomed-Ally-Khan not only aban-
doned his caufe, but entered into a war
againft him, which, from its duration
and expence, threatened the utter ruin
of all his fortunes. o
Neceflary preparations being made
upon both fides, the two armies took
the field, and within a few months the
French, with their new allies, totally
reduced the ifland of Seringham,

A. D.
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A.D. 1753. TRITCHANOPOLY Was
ftill in the pofleflion of Mahomed—ﬁlly- |
Khan and the Englith; bur it was, at
this time, defended by a weak garrifon,
The oconfederate army refolved to begin
their operations by the reduétion of this
rich and populous city; and, if the at-
tempt thould be crowned with fuccefs,

they were confident that the other forts.
upon the Caveri would furrender with-

out paking any confiderable refiftance.
The French, to’ facilitate an uader-

taking upon which all theif hﬁp&s de-
peitded] wére earheftly-defirous to gain

over to their alliance the Raja of Tan-
jore. - S

They {faw how much the gddrefa and
areat military- abilities of -Ménack-jee
had contribiated ovo.. the overthrow of
Chnnda-Saheb, and to the re~eftablifh~
ment of thé affairs of Mahomed-Al]y_
Khan. Advantageous- propofals were,
accordingly, made to the Raja; but he
rejeﬁtd' them. - Finding every other
means . unfuccefsful, they themfelves,

the Marattoes, and the Myforean,
threatened
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threatened him with an invafion of his
dominions. This was no rhodomantade.
The Raja, therefore, to-prevent the im-
‘minent danger to which he was cxppled,
promifed an adherence to a firi@ neu-
trality ; but as this promife had been ex-
torted by fear, he afterward'.s_._'rq}ﬁilngd
the arms of the Englith and Mahomed-
Ally-Khan, | o

Thumf&imte;army fat down before
“Fritchanopoly ; and, after warious Qn-
decifive battles and fkirmithes, victory
at length declared far the Englith, and
the French. were obliged to raife. the
fiege. | | |

A.D. 1754. THE Englith and French
being now weary of a war_carried on at
the expence of 1o much blood and trea-
fure, agreed to hold a conference. Tha
deputies were appointed to meet at Sa-
drafs, a town belonging to the Dutch,
fituated between Madrafs and Pondj-
cherry, | | S

Thofe upon the fide of the. Enghih,
‘were Mr Palk and Mr Vanfittart; Fa-

11 i
E-A.J.'l-.....-.i._



[ 64 ]

ther Lavaur and Mr Kirjean, apon that
of the French : but as each fide had pre-
vioufly refolved to give up no part of
thejr refpedive claims, it was 1mpofhible,
that an amicable adjuftment of dif-
ferences fhould be the refult of this ne-
gotiation.

The Englifh deputies opened the con-
ference. 'They began by propofing,
that Mahomed-Ally-Khan fhould be ac-
kpﬂwledged Nabob of the Carnauc,
with the fame authority as had been
held by any former nabob:. The French
deputies, upon the other hand, infifted,
that Salabad-Zing fhould be acknow-
ledged Subah of the Decan, and that
Mahomed-Ally-Khan thould give up
the city of Tritchanopoly to the Raja of
Myfore.

. This was, in reality, beginning the

bufinefs where it fhould have ended ;
for if the Englifh had acknowledged Sa-
labad-Zing to be Subah of the Decan,
the French would have become arbiters
of their fate in the Carnatic ; and if- the

French had admitted the preteniions of
1 Mahomed-
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Mahomed-Ally-Khan, it would have
been equally prejudicial to all their in-
terefls. u |

Their proceedings, however, did not
{top here. The French produced fewen
patents, impowering them, as they faid,
to intermeddle in the affairs of the Mogul
government. By one of thefe, Mr Du-
pleix him{fclf had been appointed com-
mander in all the countries from the ri-
ver Kriftna to- Cape Comorin.

They afked the Englith deputies ~ED
produce their patents. It was replied,
that they had patents both from the
Emperor and from Nazar-Zing, ap-
pointing Mahomed-Ally-Khan Nabob
of the Carnatit: but that thefe patents
were at 1Tritchanopoly.

The French, from an unguarded for-
wardnefs, allowed the Englifth deputies
an examination of their patents ; which
were found, upon a flight {crutiny, to
want the ufual feal of fignature, and o-
ther marks of authenticity. This very
few wondered at, as it was generally
believed that they had not been iffued

1 from
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from the fecretary's office at Delht,
Irem mutual infinuations of forgery,
both fides defcended to the meannefs of
ungenteel. abufe; and. the c_nuference
broke up without. coming . Into any o-
ther refolutton, than that-of carrying
on, with additional fiercenefs, an ex-
hauﬁm,g and deftrudtive war,

- Mcanwhile the, Marattoes, ulﬁlgaj,cd
«by the French and the Myforean,” were
committing horrid devaftations n the
kingdom of Tdnjore. ; The Rajactfaw
his grain deﬁroyﬂ;i h;@ cattle driven
from the paftures, his country depopu-
lated, and his beft. towns pillaged and

burnt. Calamides fo diftrefling apd. fe-

vere roufed him from that neutrality
which he had lately pledged to-the

French, . and whigh. ftothing but the

dread of an invafion could have extort-
¢d from him,

It deferves to be rcmamed that the:
vicinity . of this prince’s territory to

Tritchanopoly, which then was, and had
long before been the feat of the war,

rendered his fitwation peculiarly inte-
refling,
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refang; pu:w:bic, dangemus ‘and  un-
happy.: R _

He was not a- prmcipal iR:the war,
Contented with the territories cvhich
had be¢n tranimitted o hinx by a res
ipeCtable anceftry, - he did: not - feck to
enlarge them -by- énforeisy pretended
claims,” A fmall fanding ATy Was
fufhicient to have pmte&ed his indu-
Lrious '{fubjedls, and .to have.defended
his own darmnmns- but - the aflerupg
of the long-difputed claim of Mahs-
med-Ally-Khan, oblging him to aug-
meqt the pumber of his troops, raifed

murmurs angd - difcontents’ among his
fubjects, embarraffed his: meztﬁlres, and

exhaufted his revenue. ‘
The Raja, perceiving that his domi-
nions were likely to become the prey of
the Marattoes, and being convinced
that he had not a moment to lofe, im->»
mediately reinftated the gallant Mo-
nack-je¢ in the command of the army.
This general, unafhifted by the Eng-
-1ilh, whofe intereft it was to have fent
him a {peedy reinforcement, marched
1 2 Quk
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out at the head of his troops, and, by 4
malterly {troke of generalfhip, fhut up
the enemy in an angle of the ifland
Seringham, =~ The Marattoes exerted
themfelves with their ufual bravery,
augmented by all the horrors -of - de-
fpair. ~ Viftory, however, was wup-
on the {ide of the Tanjorines, through
the fuperior f{kill of: their ' general.
Eight hundred were left dead upon
the field, and moft of the relt were

wounded, and taken pr:.foncrs “'This
blow efleGually chiched the progrefs of
the Marattoes towards Tritchanopoly, at

that time the refidence of Mahomed-
Ally~-Khan,

As the kingdom of Tan]ore and the
neighbouring territories of-the Gentoo
prince of Tondeman,: were, from their
extraordinary fertility, efieemed the
- granaries of provifions for the garn{‘on

-dnd the camp, the Englith found it an
unportant object, to keep an open com-
munication between thefe countries and
“Tritchanopoly. In {pite, however, of
-all their precaution, the Frepch, and

- their
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their allies, took poffeffion of the fort |
of Elimiferum, and, by that means,
not only galled the reconnoitring par-
ties, but dreadfully haraflfed th&- ¢cm-
panies {ent out upon forage. As a fuf=
ficient mumber of troops- could not; at
this time, be mnvementl‘y {pared; ei-
ther from the garrifon, “or - frof ‘the
camp, Monack-jee, by himfelf, under=
took the: hardy enterprlfe and, havmg
cut off or difperféd feéveral partice of
frecbooters, he invefted Elimiferim,
- and within threé days the garrifon ﬁlr-
réridered themf{elves pnfmers at dxﬁ:re-
tion, S

Much about this time, a fquadmn of
three thips of war, under the command
of Admiral Watfon, arrived upon  the
coaft, having on board a confiderable
quantity of military flores, with a re-
inforcement of a thoufand Europear
troops. The French oo, durmg this
feafon, had received an: addition of
twelve -hundred men; but the gredter
part of thefe were undifciplined, and,
-confequently, 1l qualified to take the

ficld
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field againft the vetcran treops from
Lngland. Itis very probable,  and al-
lowed by the French themfelves, that
another ,campai'gn. would have ;hreaten—-
ed thejr influence, wealth, and empire,
in that part of the world; with. irmpa—:
rable ruin. |
~ Thefe expenfive preparations, how-
ever, were rendered fruitlefs,. by com~
mifhions which  Mr Saunders, governor
of Madrafs, and Mr Godeheu, now go-
vernor of Pondicherry, had -jufk recei-
ved from Bugepe, - ‘anthorifing and en-
joining them to fettle the bafis of a con-
" ditional treaty, and to publifth a fuf-
penfion of hoftilities for eighteen
months :© but this treztff .Was not to
be deemed definitive, tll 1t had -recei-
ved -the fandlion of .the .two companies
in Europe, who had referved to them-~
delves the conflitutional power of apnul-
ling or altering the Whﬂle, or al;ly part
of it," -
"The grand articles 1n which both ﬁdes
agreed were, That the two companies
{hould retain the pefleflion of the towns,
- and
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and forts which now belonged to them?
that they thould renounce the titles and
powers peculiar to the princes of that
country, and thould not interferein any
differences amongft them. A treaty tb
this purpofe was accordingly framed.

The Myforean, notwithftanding this
tranfadtion, could not be perfoaded,
that he was no longer at liberty to com-
mit hoftilitrtes againft Mahomed—A]Iy-
‘Khany, and the Englﬁ'h and when: ear-
neftly folicited to return- to his oewn
country, he told- them, that he was un-
der nmo obligation to regard treatics
which ke had not made himfelf; and
that he was refolved 1ot to leave Sering-
‘ham till -he thould take poffeflion of
Tricchanopoly.

Without refources in money, in am-
Munition, in troops, or in provifions,
and abandoned-by the French, this-ob-
ftinate prince flill flattered himfelf, that
he was able, fingly, to car Iy on the war
with f{uccefs. @ fruitlefs and weak
eflorts of a very fhort campaign unde-
ceived him and at length, after ha-

'511'1‘"-‘
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ving wafted three years, abfent from hig
own country, at the head of a nume-
rous army, he was obliged to return
without having received the leaft com-
penfatlon for the expences he had incur-~
red, or any fecurity for ‘the- reimburfe-

ment of them.
~ Tranquillity being now re-eftablithed
in the Carnatic, the prcﬁdency of Ma-
drafs recommended to Mﬁhomed—AIly-
Khan to fettle with his family at Ar-
. cot. He acquiéfced 1n their advice,
 Upon the gth of July he left Tritchano-
poly, accompanied by the principal of-
ficers and gentlemen in the Company’s
fervice; and upon the .21ft made a
pompous and {plendid entry into his ca~
pital.
The fruits of peace, however, were
not long to be enjoyed in that unfettled
~country : for the conditional treaty be- .
tween the Englifh and French prefiden-
cies was unacceptable to the court of
Verfailles, and hoftilities were ordered

to be renewed. +
In the year 1758, the French King
2 ~ fent
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fent a coniiderable reinforcement to the

Eaft Indies, under the command of Ge-
neral Lally, a foldier of fortune, and of

Irifth extraction, brave, honeft, rath, ob-
ftinate, and inacceflible. With the land-
forces he invefted Fort St David, while
the {quadron under Admiral D’ Apche
blocked it up by fea. A combination
of circumftances unfavourable to the
Englith, obliged them to furrender up-
on capitulation:- The capture of Ma-
drafs remained to complete the glory of
the French arms, and entirely to reduce
the dominions of the Englilh upon the
coaft of Coromandel. | |
This town, though the feat of the
prefidency, was utterly unprepared to
fuftain a fiege. The fortifications were
unfinithed, particularly the north front;
the gateways and curtains were open ;
the garrifon were difpirited by the {ud-
den furrender of  the fort of St David,
whilft a fcarcity of provifions and war-
" like ftores ferved to increafe their fear,
and fenfe of danger. Mr Lally needed,
K or
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or thought he needed, a {upply of
money and troops for fuch an import.
ant undertaking. He applied to the
Raja of Tanjore. That prince, being
refolved to draw upon himfelf the whole
force of the French fooner thAn re-
nounce his alliance with the Englith, ab-
iolutely refufed him the fupply L:a.lljrt
impatient of contradiétion, and exaipe-
rated at the Raja’s s,attachment to the 1n-
tereits of the Englith, marched with a
bod}' o three thonfand men 111t0 hag do-
ININIONS ; plundered Na,gme, a rsradmg
town apornrthe coaft; and afterwards in-
velted the capital. He profecuted the
fiege till a breach was made; but his
proviions and ammunitien beginning
to fail, and being diftrefled by the vi-
gorous fallies of the garrifon, he found

himfelf obllged to raife the fiege, and
fo retreat with precipitation. |

I\othmg could have been more feafon-
able, nothing more advantageous, to the
Eng *rhfh at Madrafs, than this fudden and

unexpe&ed dwerﬁon of the French arms.
They
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They émiployed this propitious interval
in {trengthening the garrifon, in repair-
ing the fortifications, in ereCling batte-
ties, atid in laying up a {ufficient quan-
tity of ammunition and provifions,
However, upon the 6th of January
1759, the Freneh fat down before it.
A brifk difcharge of fhot and thells was
maintained for twenty days, while they
continued to advance their trenches un-
der cover of this fire, till they reached
the breaft of the glacis., Here they
ereted a battery of tour pieces of can~
non, which they opened upon the laft
day of the month: but the fuperior fire
of the forc obliged them to abandon
it. An unfuccefstul attempt was made
to intimidate the inhabitants, by bom-
barding the town, and demolilhing the
houfes. The mutiny and ddorders
which this illiberal and cruel conduct,
was intended to create, were, happily,
prevented by the uncommon vigilance,
refolution, and fagacity of Governor
Pigot; and by the intrepidity of the of-
ficers, which, upon this occafion, was

K 2 _ exertect
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exerted 1n the moft diftinguifhed man-
ner.

While thefe operations were carried
on before the*town, a body of Tanjo-
rine, together with fome European, ca-
valry, arrived to the relief of the befieged.
They hovered at the diftance of a few
miles from the French camp, blocked up
their roads, and cut off their provifions.
This unexpeéted event at once diicon-
certed the meafures of Lally, and dif~
couraged his troops. He accordingly
drew off his forces that very night, a-
‘bandoned forty pieces of cannon, and
retreated to the territory of Arcot..

Soon after, the Englifh ftrengthened
the garrifons they had upon that coaft,
fent thither a f{trong reinforcement of
troops, and were now in a condition to
befiege Pondicherry by fea and land.
- Their operations being well condudted,
and the garrifon being cut off from all
{upply of provifions, Lally was at length
compelled to furrender, and the city tell
into the hands of the Englith, By this

grand
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grand event the French power upon that
coaft was annihilated.

In the year 1762, Mr Pigot, Governor
of Madrafs, was appointed by the autho-
rity of the court of direftors, to guaran-
tee a treaty between the Raja of Tanjore
and Mahomed-~Ally-Khan. By this trea-
ty, the former was to pay to the latter
the fum of twenty-two lacks of rupees
in place of all arrears, and the annual
tribute of four lacks in time to come,

In 1763, by one of the articles of the
definitive treaty between Great Britain
and Franee, Mahomed-Ally-Khan was
declared-lawful Nabob of Arcot.

It 15 unneceflfary 'to give an account
of Hyder-Ally’s irruption into the Car-
natic, and of his military operations a-
gainft the Nabob in fome following
years. This prince was obliged to ex-
pend very confiderable fums in defend~
mg his country, and getting rid of the
arms of the mvader. His demands of
money from the Raja of Tanjore, were,
on that account, very great; and, at
the fame time, he complained, that he

had.
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had not given that afliftance which hé
ought then to have afforded him. As
the Raja did not comply with his de-
mands, and nlade an apology for what
was thought blameable in his conduli,
the matter was brought by the Nabob
before the governor and council of Ma-~
drafs, and he prevailed with them to
join the troops of the Company with his
own, in an expedition again{t Tanjore.
Orders were accordingly iflued to Gene-
ral Smith ; the town of Tanjﬂm:w&ﬁ-in-'-‘
vefted, and the Raja was obliged to fub-
mit to the hard conditions which were
impofed upon him. This happened in
the year 1771.

As thefe conditions were not punc-
tually fulfilled, and the Nabob had other
grounds of complaint agamfl him, the
governor and council were again pre-
- yailed with to fend their troops, in con-
junétion with thofe ot the Nabob, to
befiege Tanjore, in the month of July
1773. It was furrendered in 2 few
weeks ; the Raja was taken prifonery

and



L 79 ]

and the Nabob pu¢ in pofleflion of his .
capital.

Things remained in thig {tate tll the
Eaft-India Company thought proper to
difapprove of the condud of their fer-
vants at Madrafs, and refslved that the
Raja fhould be reftored to his dominions.
The execution of this order was entrufts
ed to Lord Pigot; and the Raja was re-
ftored about the beginning of laft year:
Difputes have fince- arifen among the
members of the counpil of Madraf,
which now le before the Eaﬁ-lﬁdia
Company, and will; in a Proper time
Feceive their determination, |



S 1R,

H Promifed to clofe this narrative with
{fome remarks upon the grounds of
Mahomed-Ally-Khan’s claim of the
kingdom, or principality, of Tanjore, as
this claim is fet forth in-his ¢ Letter to
“ the court of direGors;” to which is
annexed, ¢ A fiate of falts relative to
““ Tanjore.” The letter:Heing now laid
before the public, every one muit be at
liberty to offer his {fentiments concern-
ing it. Whether mine are right or
wrong, 1t is certain, thdt they are dic-
tated neither by intereft, nor partiality.
In that letter, and in the fubfequent
ftate of fats, there is a great difplay of
- the diftinguifhed generofity and friend-
fhip of Mahomed-Ally-Khan to the
Faglith Eaft-India Company, and of
the fignal obligations they were under
to him, in all their efforts againft the

French power.
; R
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" Tam the firft friend to the Englifh
nation, and the Company; and I
have {pent the beft part of my days
in their friendthip. In all times of
profperity and adverfity, and in the
battles with the Company’s enemies,
I have been joined with the Englifh
nation, and I did not hefitate in offer-
ing my hfe and fortune, and in {a-
crificing my fons and friends, in their
fervice ; and I have always ufed my
beft endeavours to add to the honour,
profperity, and advantage, of the

““ The zeal of Anwar—ul-Dlen for the
Englith caufe could only terminate

with his life;

tor on the 23d of July

1749 he was flain 1n battle, bravely
fighting for his allies and friends +.”
““ His life” [ that of the prefent Nabob]

was often in danger; his troops, on

various occalions,

cut to pieces ; his

country depopulated, his revenues ex~

haufted, in fighting our battles 1.”

* Letter, p. 2.

= 1b. p. 24,

L

1 Statc of Fadls, p.18.

Many
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Many other paflages of the hke im-
vort are to be found in the letter, and
the {tate of fats ; and 1t is argued, up-
on the whol¢, that, in point of grati-
tude, the Enghfh ought now to fhew
him their diftinguithed favour, Be
it fo; but not to the extent of expelling
a neighbouring prince from his domi-
nions, and beftowing them- upon the
Nabob of Arcot. After all, was not the
friendthip which he and his father al-
ways exprefled to the E;ngliﬂ:t nation 1in-
timately connected with their own in-
tereft ?  Ilis father was, undoubtedly,
a prince of approved courage, and great
abilities, Thefe he had occafion fre-

quently to exercife, in defence of his
power and dignity: but never were they
more illufirioufly difplayed than in the
laft war, which he fuftained againft the
» combined power of his enemies, and in
the fatal battle of Amour, where hec

bravely fell, fighting in 55 owon caufe,
Hig fon, the prefent Nabob, was, at
that ttme, in a very perilous fituation,
Deprived of the refources of treafure,
~ and
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and unable to keep the field, he fhut
himfelf up in the firong town of Trit=
chanopoly. His rival Chunda-Saheb is
declared Nabob of Arcot” by the Subah
- Muza-far-Zing, at the head of a victo-
rious army ; and almoft the whole coun-
try {fubmits to him. The French too
were united on the {ame fide; and the
fortunes of the prefent Nabob were then
at a very low ebb.

But he was not wantung to himf{elf,
and bravely maintainied the firuggle.
The Englith foon difcerned their true
intereft, heartily imbarked 1n his caufe,
exerted themielves with the utmoft vi-
gour; and the tude of fortune, in a
fhort time, turned in his favour, |

The Enghth, and their Eaft-India
Company, carried on the war at great
expence, by fea and land; and the
French being entirely fubdued, Mahosy
med-Ally-Khan, in the defimitive treaty
between the two nations in 1763, was
declared to be the lawful Nabob of the
Carnatic. Their attachment to him
was fteady, as was his friendfthip to

L 2 them,
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them. Mutual intereft cemented this
union. Immenfe fums were, undoubt-
edly, expended by him in the courfe of
the war: but itis more than ridicu-
lous to afhrm, that * he fupported #/¢
** whole expences of the laff war upon the
“ coaft of Coromandel, againft the
common enemy *.” The contr ary 15
well known; and fuch exaggerations
ferve only to hurt any caufe in which

they are employed.

In fhort, let the amity betwmt the
Nabob of Arcot and the Eaft-India
Company remain inviolable. Effo per-
petua! but may 1t never be a {an&ion
to difhonourable and unhallowed aéts
of ambition, avarice, and oppreflion !
If the unfortunate Prince of Tanjore
doth not merit the fevere ufage he hatl
met with, let no other confideration pre-
xail with the Company to declare againit

ki

him. |
But, 1if not in gratitude for his paft
fervices, yet from a due regard to -his

* State of Fadls, p. 19.
jufl
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juft claims, the Nabob, it is faid, may
well hope, that the Englith will concur
with ‘him in his defigns againft the
Raja of Tanjore. This prince, and his
father, we are told, have frequently re-
tufed obedience to his orders, given af-
fiftance to thofe who invaded his coun-
try, and have failed in the paymernt of
that annual tribute which was required
of them: fo ‘that, upon account of
thefe, and other alts of flagrant difre-
gard and difabedience, Tuljagee, the
prefent Raja, hath fallen under a for-

feiture: of all his rights to him as hig
teudal lord *,

Matters of” fa@ are hefe combined
with a claim of right. “The former would
require a large difcuflion; the latter ad-
muts of an eafy reply.

It is evident, that, during the ‘con-
tefts between the Englith and e
Yrench, the Raja of Tanjore was in a
very fingular and dangerous fituation,
and’ likely to be crufhed by the weight

¥ State of Falls, p. 19, ez a2,
of
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of thefe two contending pawers., As
his territories lay in the mmdit be-
tween Madrafs and Pondicherry, they
were open to the incurfions of the ar-
mies upon. both fides, and many a tume
fuffered feverely from thefe incurfions,
Whatever might have been his own {en-
tynents and wifhes, he was obliged to

exercife much policy, in order to guard
again{l thofe imminent dangers with
whieh he was often threatened. Yet it
cannot be denied, that he reje@ed many
tempting offers from the French, and
effeCtually aflifted the Englilh upon fe~
veral very fignal occafions, But all this
is now to be forgotten; -and the pre-
fent Raja’s defeéts and- mifcarriages,
whatever they were, and thofe of his fa-
ther, are now to be bronght into judge-
ment agamit him,
" But did not his father gen,erouﬂy
{upport the mtereﬁs of Mahomed-Ally-
Khan againft his rival, even when that
rival was 1n poﬁ'efﬁon of the Nabob’s
throne ? Did he not then join his
troops to the Englifh forces, and with
them
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them maintain the confli¢t in his fa-
vour, till their arms at length prevail-
ed? Was it not at the rilk of his
own fortunes, that he‘then flrove to
raife the prefent Nabob of Arcot to that
power, which is now, not very grate-
fully, exerted agawnit his fon? Are the
failures of fuch a friend to be minutely
marked, and all memory of his paft fer~
vices to- be entirely obliterated ? Is it
any way {urprifing, that he thould have
refented fome heavy demands of tribate,
and other harlh ufage that he received
from the Nabob? Pertaub-Sing, for
that was the Raja’s name, might well
be filled with.indignation at this treat-
ment, which {eems to have been very
difpleafing to the Eaft-India Company.

Nay, the original right of this fa-
mily to the principality of Tanjore is
now called in queftion: for though
they have been 1n pofiefhion for an hun-

~ dred years paft, yet we are told, that
Fckogee, of the Marattoe nation, who
was the firft of that family, was no o-

ther than an ufurper, who, by force and
fraud,
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traud, obtained the dominion of that
country ¥,

It may be {o; for fuch events are not
uncommon 1n Ifidoftan. But this {fame
Yckogee was confirmed in his poflef-
fion by the Emperor Aureng-zebe ;
and his family have retained their dig-
nity through the courfe of four or five
generations. This is more than can be
faid of many kingdoms, 'governments,
and _ principalities, in that country.
Mahomed-Ally-Khan himfelf is the fe-
cond perfon of his . family in the na-
bobfhip of Arcot: and it is not, fure-
Iy, expedient for him, and for fome o~
ther nabobs and princes, in Indoftan,
that there {hould be a ftrict inveftigation
of their rights of dominion over thofe
countries which are at prefent fubjected
to them. |
, Neither 1s 1t necefliry to enter into
an examination of their charadters, and
manner of government. In the *“ Let-
¢ ter, and State of falls,” a delineation

* State of Faltsy p. 3. 23,

2 of
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of this kind 1s given of the Tanjorine
princes *; but it is plainly the caricatum
of an enemy. There, too, * manu-
*¢ {cript-records in the Nabnb’s poflef~
“ fion” are frequently referred to, in
fupport of fadts difgraceful to the cha-
racters and adminiftration: of thefe
princes. ~But can fuch records be ad-
mitted as authentic evidence againft
them 2 Can the court of Direors,
and an impartial public, make the un-
fortunate Tuljagee refponfible for ' the
faults, or even cruel deeds, of his an-
ceftors ? Why, then, are they now fo
mduﬂ:rmuﬂv infifted on, in a manner
that {eems to be altogethw unprmcely,
and illiberal ?

Notw:lthﬂandmg high pfofe{ﬁons of
refpect and gratitude to the India Com-~
pany, heavy complaints are made, on
account of the terms of a treaty ofs
peace, which they promoted in the year
1702, betwixt Mahomed - Ally - Khan
and- the Raja of Tanjore, and which

* State of Fadls, p. 21. 23. 23. et al.

M : Was

i !
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was fettled under their guarantee. In
the ¢ State of fadls,” the obfervations
upon 1t are 111tr0duced by this extraor-
dmary paragraph:  During the late
war between Great Britain and
Frq_.m;e, on the coaft of Coromandel,
when the prefent Nabob was fo much
weakened that he could not enforce
the obedience of his vaffals and tri-
butaries, Pertaub-Sing with-held his
feudal duties as Zemindar of Tan~-
““.jore; and abfolutely refufed to fur-
* nith hus quota for the defence of the
coyntry *.”’ |

How can any agent of the Nabob
venture to aflert what is fo inconfiftent
with the truth of faéls, "and with the
Raja’s exertions and {uflerings in that
war ! Is 1t not well known, that very
eliential fervices were performed by his
,troops, during the courfe of it, under
the command of his brave u*eneral Mo-
nack-jec ?  Did he not, afterwards, by

uis adherence to the Englith intereft,

€L
L34
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¢ State of Fadls, p. 23,
draw
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s:li*g*_:#_ dovwn upon ‘himfelf the whoie
welght of Lally’s refentment at the

head of the French forces ¥ Was 1t not

this feafonable diverfion to his arms
which faved Fort St George from a

fiege, for which it was not at all pre-
pared ?  ltis ﬁnneceﬂ'dry to r&peat the
partlculars that you have juft now read
in the preceding narrative. That

the Raja did ndt then comply with all
the exorbitant dcmands of tribute which
were made upon him by the Nabob,
imay be readily grinted; but cannot,
furély, be a matter of juft accufation
againft him:

After this introduction, however, the
author of the  State of facts™ proceeds
in the following manner.

‘“ Notwithftanding this condu&, {o
“ hoftile to the Englifh, as well as to
““ their faithful friend, and ftrenuous’
““ ally, a treaty, highly favourable to
¢¢ Pertaub-Sing, and ruinous to the
“ juft rights of Mahomed-Al, was
“ concluded 1n the year 1762‘.' 'The

‘“ Raja’s tribute, by this treaty, was
M 2 “ reduced
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reduced to four lacks; and the {fum
of twenty-two lacks was taken in
place of all arrears, ~——A debt of
feven lacks'of rupees, for which Per-
taub had given his bond te the pre-
“ fent Nabob’s father, was declared to
* be cancelled.— Governor Pigot gua-
ranteed this treaty in the name of the
Company ¥

It is added, That * the Eaﬁ famous

¢ for unaccountable treaties, can fcarce-
“ly produce ‘one equally ax,traard;t-'
““ nary.” And then we have a decla-
mation againft it, and a repeated pane-
gyric upon the Nabob’s charaéter ;

‘“ whofe Iife,” we are told, * was often
“ 1n danger, his troops, on various oc-
“ cafions, cut to pieces, his country de-

‘ populated, his revennes exhaufted, in
““ fighting our battles.” Is this high

generofity to be again celebrated, when
all the world knows, that he fought in
his own caufe, and for his oo intereft, in

¢t
L 14
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* State of Fadls, p. 24.
oppo-
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oppofitton to thofe who meant to de-
throne him ? . -

For my part, I cannot fail to applaud
the condu@ of the India Company in
that. treaty ; ithe motives with which
they feem to ‘have been animated, and
their regard to juftice and gratitude to-
wards Pertaub-Sing, in the terms that
appeared to be favourable to him. |

After all the tumults, the expences,
and dangers, of ‘a tedious war, .they
were defirous to eftablifh 'peace in‘the
Carnatic upon equitable and lafting
toupdations,. This could never be the
cafe, if the Nabob fhould continue to
demand of she Raja what tribute - he
pleafed, and to exa& it in an imperious
manner. It was neceflary alfo to make

a reafenable adjuftment of the debt
whlch the latter owed to the former.
Both thefe points are fettled in thas
treaty. Twenty-two lacks of rupees are
- allowed for paft arrears ; and four lacks

are determined to be the annual tri-
bute.

But the Nabob was 1nwardly diflatf-
fied
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fied with this allotment. I doubt it hot;

for avarice is infatiable. - Thefe great

{fums too, it is to be remarked, are all

to pafs into his own coffers, and what-
cver mote can be ralfed 1  the Cama-

“tic ; as if he had an original 4nd an un-

dlﬂded right to the whole : for it 1s ob=.
fervable, that, in all his claims, not the
leaft mention is tmade of the court of
Delhi, to which the revenues that he
rectives as nabob, from-the provinces
under his jurifdi@ion, do-of right be-
long. He is ready; ds ‘other nabobs
and {ubahs, to avail himfelf of all the
powers and privileges of his high dig-
nity : but both he and tHey, fuch is thé
fallen ftate of imperial power, appro-

priate to themfelves, in dn open and a-=

vowed manner, thofe revenues which
the Indian rajas were accuftomed to pay
to the Emperor of Indeftan. How ri-
diculous, indeed, to hear fuch perfons
gravely pleading, upon the footing of
richt and juftice, againft the poor'op-
prefled princes of that country, and a-

gainit
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gainft thole who K would, at any time,
éttempt to alleviate their bonds'!

This alleviation they never can hope
to obtain, with the good-will of their
haughty {uperiors ; a'nd if 1t 1s procured
for them by the favour of allies, and a
happy combination of circumf{tances,
they may be affured, that no means
will be left untried to wreft from them
what they have acquired, and to render
the force even of folemn agreements al-
together ineffectual,

There. 1s a notoriqus inftance of this
in the cafe before us. All matters feem-
ed to be adjufted between the Nabob
and Raja by the treaty in the year 1762.
The India Company approved of the ar-
ticles as reafonable, and thought the
treaty definitive.  But it is now urged,
* That the treaty {ubfifted between the
** Nabob and Pertaub-Sing only; and.

** that there is not an expreffion, a word,
in the whole, which extends to the
defcendents of either party *,”

- b

&G

* State of Falts, p. 27,

The
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The meaning is perfe@ly evident ;
that the Nabob fhould be freed from the
obhgations of that treaty, and be fuffer-
ed to make 'v;rhat demands he pleafed
upon the fon and fucceflor of Pertaub-
Sing, without controul. 'Was this the
~ antention of the India Company? Did
they provide only for a temporary peace,

that might laft a few months, and not
for one that fhould be firm and per-

mapent ! Is it the Nabob’s opinion,
that the treaties which they have made
with him are to,reath no further than
the term of his own life, and to be of
no benefit to his fon and family ? How
many treaties have there been in the
Tame ftyle, which the fons and fuccef-
fors of the contra@ing parties held them-
felves bound to perform? The Raja of
Tanjore declares to this purpofe ; not fo
the Nabob of Arcot. |

- It is further ueged, That allowing him
an intereft in this treaty, yet he hath
forfeited all right to the advantages a-
rifing from 1t, and to the favour of the

guarantees.  But thele guarantees da
I not



L 97 ]
not think fo; for they have ordered hig
reftoration, upon the footing eof that
treaty. |

In fupport, however, of this general
charge many partlcular articles of ac-
cufation are exhibited. |

““ When I—Iyder—AIIy—-Cawn invaded

‘ the Carnatic, the Governor'and Coun-

“‘cil, and I, repeatedly wrote to Tulja~
‘ gee to fend his troops to join ours;
" but he paid not the }gaﬂ atten-
‘“ tion *.” L ’

Tt would appear, that, in a {hort time
after, he did pay attentmn to thefe let-
ters ; for it is added; “‘ that in the be-
¢ ginning of the war with Hyder, he
*“ fent only a few of his troops to join
" Colonel Wood ; and thongh the Co-
““ lonel repeatedl'y wrote to him to fend
" money for the fupport of his troops;
““’he did not fend any; therefore the
** Colonel was obliged to fupply them
““ out'of his own pocket,~— Tuljagee

* State of FH&S, P 5 |
N I yet
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““ yet owes the money that the Colanel
“¢ advanced to his troops *.” |
What are we to conclude from ai
this, but that there lhies an a&ion a-
gainft him, at the inftance of the Colo-~
nel, for payment of the money which
he laid oyt for him upon this occafion ?
But if this accufation i1s not to be
confidered as a matter of very high im-
portzmcc, we are further told, *‘ that he
‘ entered into a clofe connection with
¢ H'yder Ally., He gave him va_lp%bla
‘" prefents, and he furnifhed him
* with provifians,’ which enabled him
to carry the war to the gates of Ma-
*¢ drafs 1.7
The truth is, that Hyder Ally, at
that time, had the whole country under
his command; and that Tuljagee, - as
well as others, ‘was obliged to compound
with him, upon the beft terms he was
able to obtain. Nay, did not the Na-
bob himfelf, foon after, enter into a fi-
milar negotiation with Hyder Ally, that

£

* State of Fadls, p. 6. 1 Ib. p. 25.
- his
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his dominions might be freed from the
miferies and devaftations brought upon
them by the troops of that fuccefsful
plunderer ? | :

At this perlod the Raja’s finances
muft have been fo much exhaufted, that
it i1s no wonder he could not pay the fii-
pulated annual tribute to the Nabob ;
yet this too is exhibited as an article of
charge againft him*. The one which
immediately follows, all things confi-
dered, might well have been fupprefl~
ed. |

““ He marched his army ag&i‘nﬁ the
““ Marwar, and other countries who
““ are my tributaries, and depend-<
“ ent upon Tritchanopoly,” and raifed
great fums there 1. | '

But hath not the Raja many tributa<
ries in thefe fouthern parts? Do not
the people of the countries here referred
to, fometimes make incurfions into the
territories of Tanjore, to the great di-
firefs of thofe who inhabit the borders ?

Shall 1t not be in his power to proteét

* State of Fafls, p. 6. + Ib. p. 6.
N a himfelf
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himfelf againft the invafion of enemies,
and to fecure the allegiance due to him
ffom his dependents and tributaries ?

““ The Marwar, and other countries
“ who are my tributaries; and depen-
““ dent upon Tritchanopoly.” . -

- Alas ! doth not this ferve to remind
us of the manner in which he hath ac-
quired his pretended right to that king-
dom and its' dependencies ? We have
feen *, that his father’s rival Chunda-
Saheb, in the year 1739, poffeffed liim-~
{elf of Tritchanopoly, by the bafeft per-
fidy, 'and flagrant" pérjury, expelled the
reigning family, and {eized upon their
dominions. The Nabt}b of Arcot in-
herits his {poils.

The annual tribute to be pald by the
Raja -had been fized -in -the- treaty of
1762, at four lacks of rupees: but a

. great deal more was demanded, from
time to time, under the name of °¢ ex-
““ traordinary aids T.” ‘When thefe de-
mands were not complied with, the

~* Pag. 8. of this Narrative.

+ Letter and State, p. 4. |
Nabob



[ 101 ]

Nabob found means to engage the Go=
vernor and Council of Madrafs to {end
General Smith, at the head of the Com-~
pany’s troops, to inveft-Tanjore. but
as the Nabob only intended, we are
- told ¥, that the Raja {hould fubmit to
him, and difcharge the tribute, peace
was concluded.-on the 26th of October
r771 3 and we may reft aflured, that the
articles of that peace were abundantly
advantageous to. the Nabob, whillt it
fufficiently drained the Raja’s finances.

That prince can, never be without
blame, if all the misfortunes of the Na-
bob, and the ills which befall the Car-
natic, are to be imputed to him.  Ie
doth not, {urely, confult his own 1nte-
reft, if he is the caufe of fuch diforders
as will afford a plauﬁble pretence to the
requifitions of ** extraordinary a1d5, for
““ reftoring peace to the country.”

This eminent degree of folly, is, how-
gver, charged upon him in the ftrongelt

terms. *° Tuljagee foon broke his a-

* Letter and State, p. 8.

1

““ oreement,
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“ greement. The rear of our army had

¢ fcarce cedfed to be feen from the
““ walls of Tanjore, when the Raja be-
‘“ gan to encoufage the Marattoes to in~
““ vade the Carnatic. In complance
¢ with hisfolicitations, twenty thoufand
““ of their horfe appeared on the fron-
““ tiers of the province, under the com-
‘ mand of Trimbuck Row, and threa-
““ tened the whole country with fire and
“ fword. They entered it on the 3d of
“ December 177:. To gratify thefe:
““ marauders, the Nabob. was obliged
“ w pay down ‘& confiderable fum of
““ money, belides prefents of jewels,
““ fire-arms, and elephants *.”

Do the Marattoes then ftand in need
of bemng mf’cxgat:ed to thefe predatory
expeditions, from which a great part of
their riches is derived ? Is it likely, that
the Raja, immediately after his delwcr—’
ance from imminent danger, would thus
inftigate them ? Can we believe, that
the negotiations with Trimbuck Row,

* Letter and State, p. 8. 29.
and
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and his invafion of the Carnatic at the
head of a great army, could have taken
place in the {pace of a few weeks ? The
dates thould have been f{upprefled ; for
they render the accufation altogether
incredible.

In this year 1771, the Raja was re-
duced to circumftances of great difirefs,
and, by the terms of the treaty in Qc-
tober, was bound to pay an immenfe
fum of money to the Nabob. To
difcharge a part of his debt, he fold
{fome diftrits on the fea-coaft to the
Dutch, and mortgaged other diftrids
to the French and Danes ¥, And had
not his anceftors, in the fame man-
ner, fold to- the trading companies
of thefe nations, as well as to the Eng-
lifh, the territories which they now pof=-
fefs 1 that country ? In doing fo, they
met with no obfiru&tion from the na-
bobs of former times. But the tran{~
actions of the prefent Raja muft all be

* Letter and State, p. ¢.
controlled,
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controlled, and then be afcribed to the
worf{t of purpofes.
“ His view,” it is afhirmed, ° in
“ foliciting all this afliftance, and in
‘“ affembling troops, was, to get poflef-
‘““ fion of the whole Carnatic*.” But

is it not evident that he was then 1n too
low a condition to entertain {uch lofty
projects ? The truth feems to be, that

as he clearly perceived it to be the Na-
bob’s intention to reduce him, by de-
grees, to a ftate of thraldom, and finaily
to dethrone him; and as the Governor
and Council of Madrafs had hitherto
favoured that prince’s meafures; he
thought himfelf intitled, in {elt-d efence,

to caft about for pmte&mn where-ever
he could find it. But all this was
vain; for, in the year 1773, the city of
Tanjore ‘was befieged by the Nabob’s
and the Company’s troops. It foon fell
into their hands; the Raja was taken
prifoner, and fo continued, till the In-
dia Company, after mature deliberation,

* Letter and State, p. .

2 determined,
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determined, that he fhould be reftored

to his dominions, and ull their orders
were executed by Lord Pigot in thf::
courle of laft year,

But the Nabob remonftrates againft
them; and to the detail of complaints
which have juft now fallen under our
review, he adds a claim founded upon
the principles of the Feudal law; as if,
by his {fuppofed tranigreffions, the Raja
had forfeited his principality to him, as
* his feudal lord *.” | | .

Though great firefs 1s laid upon this
claim, vyet I may Dbe allowed to ailk,
why {hould the language and 1deas of the
feudal fyftem be forced into this caufe?
What have they to do in the matter ?
The original grounds upon which the
Feudal law was eftablifhed, never had an
exiftence in Indoftan. Its principles,
and 1ts maxims, are unknown and un-
heard of there. | >

The kingdoms of Tan ;jore, Tritchano-
poly, Madura, and other countries 1in
Indoftan, were, heretofore, under the

* Letter and State, p. 17. 20. ¢t al

O gevéfn-—'
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government of independent Gentoo
princes. Their ftate of independence
was only affeCted by the inroads of more
powerful princes, who, at times, in-
vaded their territories, and, after the
manner of the prefent Marattoes, raifed
great fums by thefe violent incurfions.
When the arms of the Emperor Aureng-
zebe had prevailed againft the Kings of
Vifiapour, Bifnagar, and Golconda, their
kingdoms were made provinces of his
emipire, and were governed by the great
officers of that empire, who were called
Sfubabs and nabebs.” One of the anceftors
~of Tuljagee, being threatened bv the
arms of this Emperor, fubmitted to pay
him an annual tribute ; «and it belonged
to the nabob of the Carnatic to receive
this tribute, and to remit it to the im-
perial chancery. But the Raja retained
the pofleflion of his own dominions.
Thefe never became a province of the
empire, and ought not to be confidered
in this light: and if it were to be ad-
mitted, for the fake of argument, that
Tanjore fhould be fo confidered, the

Rara
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Raja would then be a vaflal of the em-
pire, not of any one of its great officers;

the Emperor of Indoftan would be his
* feudal lord,” and not the Nabob of
Arcot, |

Let it be fuppofed, that one of the
great families in Ireland fhould be fo
unhappy as to incur the forfeiture of
their eftate ; to whom doth that f{)rfeit?-
ed eftate belong ? Not furcly to the Lord
Lieutenant of lIreland, but to the King
of Great Brit.in. The application to the
prefent cafe is {o plain, that I will not in-
fift upon it. And yet, if this is rightly
attended to, a good deal of redfomng mn
the *° Letter “and of declamation in

the ** State of Fals,” will at once fall
to the ground., o

It s urged, laft of all, That 1t will be
highly advantageous to the India Com-
pany, that the dominions of the Raja_
fhould be transferred to the Nabob.

This 18 an argument that muft be
thrown into the political fcale, not into
the balance of juftice and equity. It is,
however, well known to be a weight of

O 2 preponde-
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preponderating power.  But a wrong
mark is often {tamped upon it, and we
are in danger of being cgregioufly de-
ceived by the falfe 1*I1p1*eﬂion What is
fpecious at firlt fight, 1s frequently
found, upon a ]uﬁ examination, to be
hollow and delufive. This is the cafe, if
I miftake it not, of the propofed {cheme
of advantage to the Honourable Com—
pany.

~ Itis-laid before us n the following
p‘xra graph. “ O'n the other hand, fhould
* the country” (of Tanjore) « 'remam
in the poflefion of the Nabob, the in-
veftments of the Company might be
increafed ; the refourees of Tanjore,

“.‘
L4
“é

< Inftead of ﬂrengthcnmg the enemies

““ of the Nabob, would provide the
" means of mdmg his friends with fuc-

cels ; our LCI‘I‘]IDI‘V, and conf‘equ&ntly
our cominerce, ‘would extend from
the Gdngcs (o Ca[}e Commrn the fea.

on the one fide, the weftern mc}un—
““ tains on the other would form a- bar-
*“ rier for our protct’hon and the Na-

. ‘bob, by the addition made to his re-

*“ venue,
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venue, would be able to entertain a
““ body of horfe, to fecure the country
* from - the dEpI‘Ed’ltGI‘y incurfions of

* the Marattoes *.”

Surely the inveftments of the Com-
pany 1n that country, if they fo pleafe,
may be increafed, whether it be under
the government of the Nabob, or the
Raja. It doth not appear, that this can
- make any material alteration in the cafe.
~— ** Our territory would extend, from
" the Ganges to Cape Comorin,”* and
have the fea, and weftern mountains
for its barrier. This is quite unin-
telligible ; unlefs it be {uppofed, that
the Subah of the Decan, the Nabob of
Arcot and the other princes of Indo-
ftan, thould agree to give up their do-
mintons to the Faft-India Company, —
* Our commerce alfo would be fo ex-
“ tended.” And doth not the Company,
at prefent, enjoy this commerce; without
the leaft thought, indeed, of a mono-

poly, and of excluding other European
nations from -an 1*1terei’c in 1t? This

£C

* Letter and State, p. 37.
would
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would be a proje&t altogether unjuft, ir-
cational, and impracticable. — * And
““ the Nabob, by the addition made to
“ his revenue, would be able to enter-
‘“ tain a body of horfe, to fecure the
““ country from the incurfions of the
““ Marattoes.” Do not the revenues of
Arcot enable him to keep up a fufhcient
force for this purpofe ? And is it not the
duty and intereft of the reftored Raja,
to defend his country in like manner?
Will it not be the more eafy for him
thus to protect his fubje&s, that he hath
not the misfortune, as the Nabob, to be
the objet of hatred and ftrong averfion
to that powerful nation ?

Elfewhere the Company s afked, *Is
“¢ it a matter of no confequence, to be
““ deprived of the pay of three additional
““ battalions of Seapoys *¥:1” Itwill, in
all probability, be unneceflary to keep up
thefe three battalions, now that the Tan-
jorines have their natural prince reftored
to them : and if it fhall be thought ex-
pedient, on whatever account, to retain
them in the fervice, the Raja will furely

# Letter and State, p- 39,
be
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be ready to adjuft this matter with the
Company.

‘““ Is it a trifling confideration to the
““ proprietors ¥, to lofe the free gift of
‘““ four hundred thoufand pounds A |
afk in my turn, Is this offer now made
to them, that they may be hereby n-
duced to difpoflefs the Raja of his do-
minions, to which they have fo lately
reftored him ? and as a reward for thetr
doing {fo? If this 1s the cafe, let the
difhonourable gift he rejected, “as the
wages of mmquily.

Predictions concerning the bad ufe
which the Raja will make of his power
are finally {ubjoined.
~ ** Your now reinftating Tuljagee, is
“ juft the fame as eﬁabliﬂling the French
““ in this country; becaufe, when they
bring their forces here, and intend
hoftilities, Tuljagee will provide
them with bullocks, cooleys, provi-
fions, &c. which will much add to
their firength.”—*“ You will, Gentle-
men, remember, that | now foretell
what is to happen 17,

{6
€L
¢
1
11
i
£d

Letter and State, Pr39. 1 State; p. 13. 14,
| But
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~ But a French war, itis to be hopeci,-
15 at a great diftance; and if that event
were to happen, might it not be ex-
peted of the prefent Raja, that his
conduét towards the Engliﬁl his pro-
teCtors, would be, at leaft, as favour-
able, as was that of his father in the
laft war? His circumfitances placed
him above the reach of fuch obliga-
tions as his fon is now laid under. For
the continued and important fervices
that -were then performed by Pertaub-
Sing, the Englifh’ owe a la{hng kmd-
nefs to his family.” And if the Raja,
in any after time, thould begin to act.a
part directly oppofite to his true 1nte-
reft, and inconfiftent with his prefent
obligations, 1t is evident, that it would
be no difficult matter to check his pro-
grefs, and to bring him .under an effec<
tual controul.

s

"LET us now throw a few weights
into the other fide of the political {cale,
and attend, for a little, to the inexpe-
diency of complying with the Nabob’s

I , - requeft;
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requeft. Here the following plain que-
ftions may be atked,

Is 1t conducive to the intereflt of the
India Company, to raifec the Nabob of
Arcot to fuch a height of exorbitant
power, as that all muft bow down be-
fore him ? and that their commerce,
nay their eftablifhments on the coaft of
Coromandel, fhould depend, almoft en-
tirely, on his good-will towards them 2
Who can fecure the continuance of 1t
when his friend{hip to them fhall ceafe
to be conne@ed with' his own interefl ?
And how can it be afcertalined to the
India Company, that his fons and fuc-
ceflors thall be animated with this {pirit
of friendthip, and will not be terapted
by avarice and ambition to befiege their
forts, and to expel them out of the coun-
try ! Would not the execution of “this
defign be the lefs difficult, if the Englifh-
had no friends or allies in thele fouthern
regions, and had left no balance of
power there ? Is it wife, 1s it expe-
dient, for the India Company, to fix
their confidence upon uncertain con-
tingencies ! and to raie the family of

P AnY
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any prince to fo great power, as will
bc extremely dangerous to their fettle-
ments, and commercial intereft? The -
1aexpedienicy, the imprudence, the e-
gregious folly of fuch a condud, is gla-
ring, and mufl ftrike every one at: firft
fight.  Yet this is the condu@®, which
{ome are {o earneflly defirous that the
Company fhould hold at this time.

Nay, further, if they were perfuad"ed
to a compliance with the Nabob’s mea-
iures, they muft, at the fame tifne;" ]ay
their account with their being foon put
to heavy expence in keeping up their
mihitary force in that country, This
expence is, at prefent, defrayed joint-
ly by them, and the Nabob, ds it ferves
tor their mutual defence. Buticither
he, or his fucceffor, ' would naturally
endeavour to get rid of an unneceflary
“load, to at by himfelf apart, and to
leave the Company to pay their own
roops. That they may be in a proper
ftate of defence, an additional number
muil be raifed, and the expence of. the
whole become an intolerable burden on
the commerce of the Company., Some

flight
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dlight prelent advantages are to be ba-
lanced by the profpeét of future heavy
ills,

Befides, even thefe advantages are
not all upon the Nabob’s. fide in this
queftion. The peace of the Carnatic,
it is likely,: would “foon be affeCted by
his increafe of power and dominion,
‘The Subah of the Decan looks upon him
with a«jealous eye, and holds a corre-
fpondence ‘with  the Raja of Tanjore.
Iiyder-Ally, and the Marattoes, feem
to be favourably difpofed towards the
Raja; and ghey are the avowed en¢mies
of the Nabob of Arcot, It would be
long before the Tanjorines could be
brought to {fubmt to his government,
who 1s neither of their nation, nor of
their religion ; and it 1s painful to
think of -employing force and violence,
i this caufe, againft an induftrious”
peopie.

- In a word, Sir, when I take a view
of the whole, I am fully perfuaded, in
oppofition to what is pleaded in {upport
of the Nabob’s requeft, that the deter-
mination of the India Company, to re-
ftore
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{tore the Raja of Tanjore to his domi-
nions, 1s a juft and wife meafure, b‘j?'
which they ought to abide. This is the
capital point; and their attention thould
be fixed here. | - ;

- As to the diffenfiogs which have, un-
happily, arifen among the fervants of
the Company in, Madrafs, thefe, I hope,

will {oon be bfought to a period.
Meanwhile, the detail.of fa&s is fo

complicated, that it would be very im-
proper for any one haﬁiiy 1o interpofe.
his opinion. The gentlemen chiefly
congerned will, 1n due time, have it in
their power to give a full reprefenta-
tion of their condu&, ta wipe off a-
fperfions that are now thrown upon
fome of them with a liberal -hand,:to
~ make an apology for whatever may have
been rath and blameable, and to fet be-

fore the Honourable Company, and the
public, a clear view of tranfactions,
which are not, at prefent, thomugh]y_
underftood. | |
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