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10 TIHE ARMENIAN COMMUNITY OF CALCUTTA.

(ENTLEMEN,

To cossir is a part and portion of the human nature. .
No nation or individual is free from this failing, which so long as,it
is of a harmless nature does .not cause much mischief; but which it
‘descends to insinuations and accusations, and that against the :’Emd, it
then becomes iniquitous. I am led to make the above remarks, from
- having latterly heard more than once, from différent individuals, that
there is at present a rumour current amongst you to the effect, that, on
‘the last occasion when the late Mr., C. A. Vertannes resigned the office
of Warden of the I{oly Church of Nazareth, the Church Property was
“involved to the extent of some thousands of rupees. Knowing full
well that such was not the case, I deem it my duty to address these
few lines to you, in order not only to vindicate the management of the
Church Property by the late Warden, but also to save you from the
sin of inconscientiously maligning the memory of one who-is no longer
in this world to defend his acts, and who has besides in his time, on

several different occasions, gratuitously served you honestly. and”

diligently for years. .

To show you the state of the Church Property both at the time the
late Warden resigned his charge, and what it is at present, I annex to
this, Abstracts from the Balance Sheets of the Church Accounts,
showing the state of the Church Property on the 3lst December
1867, and on the 81st December 1875, The Abstract of the Accounts,
ending the 31st December 1867 and marked A, has been taken from
a statement of the Church Accounts, prepared by the late Warden,
just before he made over charge of the Church Property to the present
incumbent, This statement of accounts was submitted by the late
Warden to a General DMeeting of the Community; on ‘the 15th of
March 1868, and was accepted as correct by the Meeting, which not
- only approved of the account, but also ordered %t to be filed amongst

_ the rgeords of the Vestry Room for the guidance of the future Wardenﬂ.m ?
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- In addition to this the meeting unanimously passed a vote of thanks
to the late Warden for his very efficient and honest management of
the Church Property. The above facts can be proved from.the Pro-

ceedings of the Meeting mentioned above as filed amongst the re—-i5
at the Vestry Room of the Church.

The Abstract of the Accounts, ending the 31st December 1875, and

marked B, has been prepared from a Statement of the Church Accounts,
~ which the present Warden has lately wvery . Lindly condescended to
pﬁblish for your information. Not having had an opportunity of com-
paring this Account with the Church Books, I cannot of course vouch
for 1ts accuracy, bubt for my present purpose, assume it to be correct,
¥From the Abstract of the Balance Sheet marked A, you will perceive
that there was a surplus of 7,943 rupees, or say in round number 8,000
rupees, on the 31st of December 1867, just before the late Warden
made over charge of the Church Property, to the present incumbent.
If you now refer to the Abstract of Balance Sheet marked B, you will
see that on the 31st of December 1875, in the eight year of the Pre-
sent Warden’s incumbency instead of the surplus left by the late
Warden being left intact or increased there was actually, a deficit of
13,900 rupees. So that during the eight years that the present

Warden has so very kindly for your benefit held charge of the
Church, its Property has suffered to the extent of 22,000 rupees

gnee it started with a surplus of 8,000 Rupees at the beginning
of 1868, and ends with a deficit of 14,000 rupees nearly on the
31st of December 1875. This deficit, it is to be observed, has
oceurred, in spite of the warning contained in the statement of Accounts,
published by the Jate Warden who specially cautioned his successor,
not only to husband the resources of the Church, but also to reduce
the expenditure as much as possible. In addition to the facts stated
in the preceding paragraphs, I have to draw your serious attention to -
the alarming and apparently unaccountable increase, in the undermen-
tioned items of accounts, 2iz,,

I.—Cost of New Cemetery at Tangra.
II.—Expenses incurred on acsount of St. John’s Church at Chinsurah.

> .
111.—Amounf of bad and irrecoverable debts,
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- The Tangra Cémetery was originally a Garden House, and was
purchased for 12,000 rupees by the late Warden, who expended a
fi;rther sum of 3,651 Rupees on if, in converting the building into a
Church, and in laying out the grounds for burial purposes.

On nﬁmparing the amount entered in the Statement marked A and B
agalvust this cemetery, you will see that during the eight years, the
present Warden has had chzfrﬂ'é of the Church P’roperty, a further sum
. of no less than 10,671 rupees or 30 per cent of its original cost, has been

expended on it. What can be shown for this enormons e:\pendlture nf
- over 10,000 Rupees, and why the present Warden has dared to expend
- g0 large an amount, without your consent, lie can best explain. . I only
mention 1t here to show you how very careful the late Warden was of
the interests of the Church.

Then as regards the expenses incurred on account of the Chinsurah
Church, From the amounts entered opposite this item, tn the State-
ments A and B, you will see, that since the 81st of December 1867,
a further sum of 6,775 rupees, or say 7,000 rupees in round number,

has been expended on the Chinsurah Church, which has besides an
*income of its own, about 1,600 Rupees per annum, and quite sufficient

for its limited wants. The present Warden can of course explain
why he has without your consent misappropriated as it were, o sum of
7,000 rupees nearly from the {funds of ﬂm Church of Nazareth, and -
expended 1t on account of another Church, which already i3 1]10]7.1(1&(1‘
with a sufficient income of its own.

Then with reference to the increase in the amount of bad and irre-
coverable debts, I'rom the amounts entered opposite this iters, in the
Statements, marked A and B, you will see that there has been an in-
crease of over 1,000 rupees, which, considering that the Church Income
is principally from Government Securitics and Landed Property,
should not have occurred. In addition to the 1,000 rupees shown
above, 1t is very much feared, that there will be a further loss of over
3,000 rupees, due to the defaleations of the late Collecting Sircar. This
- man embezzled the Church Funds, to the extent of S,ODG‘Rupees'nearly.
- He has not only been left unmolested, ut also been permitted to have

one of his relatives employed as a clerk in the Thurch Vestry Office
and from whose salary it is, T believe, proposed to recover the balance,
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still due, on account of the amount embezzled. Thé'salﬂry of the subs-

. titute is about 25 rupees per month, and the amount to.beé récnvéred
over 3,000 rupees, 1 leave it to you to calculate, in how many ]rears :
the substitute can liquidate the 3,000 rupees, and at the same‘"ﬁme |
support himself and his family, on a magnificent salary of rupees 25.
per month. Why the amount he can probably contribute from his
salary, will barely cover the interest of the sum due by his erring
relative to the Church. The present Warden has not only been anable
t8 prevent the defalcation of the Church Funds, but has as it were
becn compounding with felony, by not prosecuting both criminally as
well as civilly the defaulting Sircar. In addition to the losses noted in
preceding Para, I have fo bring to your notice that the value of the
Church Plate has been decrcased by nearly 4000 rupees as will be
seen on referring to the amounts entered opposite this item, in State-
ments marked A and B. This is owing to the present Warden
having on his oin responsibility and without even asking for your con-
sent, sold & portion of the Church Plate. This is clearly an illegal
act, as no property belonging to the Church, can be sold except with -
thé consent of the community, obtained at a meeting convened fore
the purpose. Considering that there was a surplus of nearly 8,000
rupees when the present Warden took charge, and that the Church
has an annual income of 30,000 rupees, there does not appear to be
- any necessxty, for the sale of the Church Plate, and that too without
your ®consent.

To further illustrate the careful and honest management of the
Church Property by the late Warden, I have to bring io }'{}111" nofice
the following additional facts, viz.—

The Church Property was involved to the extent of abent 22,000
rupecs on the 31st of December 1866, just after the late Warden
assumed charge of the Church affairs. From the Statement mgrked A,
1t will be seen that on the 31st of December 1867, or a little over
12 months after he lield charge, there was a surplus of nearly 8,000
- rupees. Now from the Statement marked B, it will be seen that on the

318t December 1873, or at the end of the 8th year of the present
Warden’s inlcum_bency:there is & deficit of nearly 14,000 'rupees, and
- this in the face of the magnificent ordinary income of 30,000 rupees per
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annum, and in addition to it, a further sum of over 9,000 rupees,
' remvered from extraordinary sources as noted below, viz :—

. -Hrom Mrs, Bijohn, Senior, for permitting her to desﬁcrate

the old cemetery at Colootollah by building stables
over the gr'a?es of the dead .. Rs. 3,000

- From Mrs. G. Peterﬂ for permitting her to turn the
Turkish Bath belonging to the Church into a
dwelling house ... Rs 1,500

From sale of Church Plate ... ... Rs 3,890
From amount recovered from the Moorshedabad Church |
on pccount. of expenses incurred for it by the  *

- Calcutéa Church - .. Rs. 760
Torar Rupms... 9,_i50

‘The amounts for the sale of Church Plate and that from the Moor-
shedabad Church is the difference Between the sums entered in the
Statements A and B, opposite these two items.

From the facts brought to your notice in the preceding Paragraphs,
1 trust, I have been successful in clearly showing you, that whilst the
late Warden commencing with a deficit of 22,000 rupees nearly, left in
the course of 12 months, a surplus of 8000 rupees, the present Wirden
on the contrary starting with a surplus of 8000 rupees and leaving an
additional surplns of over 3000 rapees as income from extraordinary
~ sources, has'in the course of eight years, shown by the accounts published”

by himseif, the Church Property to be involved to the extent of 14,000

rupees nearly, So that whilst the late Warden after clearing off a debt
of 22,000 rupees left a surplus of 8,000 rupees nearly in the course of
one y'éug,the present Warden after spending the surplus of 8,000 Tupees -
loft by his Predecessor and also one of 9,000 rapees received from other
sources, has shown the Church to be Involved to the extent of 14,000
rupees or in other words the Church Property has suffered a loss of over
- 84,300 rupees during the 8 years underghis cha,_rge_. This will, T trust,
remove all doubts from your minds, as to whether ar not, the late
Warden mismanaged the Church Property. 1In conclasion, I hope you-

b
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“-will after carefully perusing the above few lines, and the annexed 't-'gm
Statements not only absolve the late Warden from all blame.in the manage-

- went of the Church Property, but also be induced to take some interest in_
- the management of the . affairs of your unforiunate Church, and of the

| Prﬂperty_ held in trust by it for the benefit of your kelpless poor,

I am, Gentlemen,

Your most Obedient Servant,

A. GALSTIN.

Calcutta, 15th July, 1876.



| ABSTPAF’T ﬁ*nm the Bualance Sheet showing the State of the Capital Account on
Dr. * Armenian Churches E)f Nazareth of Caleutta, and of St. John ¢

|
.__-]h ._ _1_’ ! + . . . .
Partionlars, Amount Prarticuloars

i}’m ‘319# Df’cember 18.:;7 af tfw

i Clansurah. O

! Amount.

e e - -—

* s, As L _ |

To ?JS%EEHE]TE}D?\qﬂﬂlﬁft? 111 (Caleutin he]ﬂnfrnwh? o 0 14595 o Iy Capital Accmmt_ being FI-J.l't‘.HIS‘. mﬂ I.andml;‘l’rn- s, AS" b

"’ the Ch?t:]ﬂnr::lh Chnr{t{]llnx::f St. Jnhndﬂ' *}Tﬂﬂﬁfﬁ_ﬂg m | 14,656 I[ 5 W‘F’ e, | 3 4,765,763 1 4. 21

» n;?lféun;df:]fﬁ;2:;&:::::.1&?“;mﬁﬂgﬁltgltﬂn{{_;E::gli:lr:}s ;’:E - ; . amount of Trust Aecounts | . 304164 1{1= S

N Madras Egd Caleutta do. I in the hands Df HR,{-‘,II * Tl - do.  of Gronnd in thc.Clmrrr; of Nazareth | :

. valuo of Cttareh Fiates and Omments - oy |7y | O for el perposes R

o Lﬁﬁﬁ,ﬁfntﬁ‘ﬁu?ﬁg‘n‘;“ﬁ;ﬁ,;‘;f;':,j;' e o hurch o 15.651 . 8 . do. due to the poor of Tiflis we ' .. 4760 6 9

;, -ag;:]l??;ﬁle by the "'rTnnrqheﬂlemﬂ f‘hurch 1 42::;(: ; i;r t " do. dac to M.iscelImmpus A‘?mfjllts e 3,200 | 5 1 N

v Amount of bad and irrccoverable debts ... : 1140 ' 10

» amount of Government Scenrities in the hands of the S T j |

Truastees belonging te the Revenue Account of the

. Total of Liabilities 8,000 | 11: 3

Churugﬂl ¢ Bill R“. Lo A 7 wee 3,600 0 0 ; J i
. amount of Bills Receivable emnnL 3, 22 0 0 S ‘ _ e . . . .
. do. a further suin of GO0 O O ; _ y amotnt due to the Fand for the reli t of itencrant .
4328 0 @ | neni | |
vy @momnt in the Bank of Bengal oo 403 13 B : Armenians . 1.116 Ui 4
Cash in hand GOT.13. T | i
12083 110710 | T ’
Total Ry, ..|517.236 | 4 8 tomal fts. o) 517,236 1t 8
— S e 1 _ L
E. & 0. E,
8d. C. A, VERTANNES,
| Warden.
o '3 .
REMARRS.

Amonnt available on the 1st of January 1868, in the hands of tle Warden. composing as foll

In the Bank of Bengal
Cash in hand

Government Securities, u]nrh were subscequentiy qu]d by the present Warden
Bills rcecivable, since realized Ly i ‘

Amouut due by J. Ozicer and others  do,

L W] e ds's anr's and

. I i - 11, o . ) r .
- Liess amount due to Miscellnneons Accounts, including the amount due to the poor of Tiflis

WS e

Rs. 4,103 13 3
ey B0T 13 T
e . 3B 0 0
ey 4322 0 0
3050 0 0 |

— 15933 10 10

N 050 11 3

Leaving a balance of Re. 7,042 15 7

E &Q K

SR



ABST RAC’T from the Balance Sheet s owing the Siate of the Capital Account on the| Slst December 1875 0_}" tke |
D?‘. Armema,n Churches ﬂf Nazareth of Caleutta, and of St John's| of Cfmasw'ah | Cr.

LParticwlars. Amquut‘ ' Pﬂ?t‘iﬂ?ﬁz&#‘.ﬁ. Amount.
o I__ﬂ_ - ] . ) o . . L
To value of Landed Property in Caleutta beloncine s As.| P |
to the Church of Nazareth ... T e * . Rs. A P
" St. John's Church of Chinsurey: belonging to ~#* <« +d 364500 | 0] 0 | A e I
ohn's Church of Chinsurah ' ‘ ; : i ~ :
w amount of Government Secautrities in the hnmin of the ey 14,556 9 By Cavital Account, being Funds and Landed Property, &e. ... 16,30,869 | 7 110}
Addmliljigltmmr and Accountant General of Madras ' )
and Caleutta .., .. :
e s amonnt of ; . ; ,
, do. . do. in the Tands of the ~ ~ ®"**es ggg1y | 7| gy 7 Ontor Trust Account o | 30,446 10 | B
Church 1'rustees ... e & ? z |
»» value of Church Plates and Ornaments ... re g O tveel . - :
, do. of the new Cemotery at Tangra ... -_ R ";?Egg ]g; g i 4y value of eround in ihe Church -J)f Nazareth sold for burial
. '121112-1111!; Dfl current expenses of St. John's Church ﬂf fred .‘—36:224 Q] 6
insurah . . ‘ s : oo |
" _dﬂ. due b? t-he B‘iﬂ{}l‘ﬁhﬂd'}ljﬂd Church ::: ' . : : : 1 7 446 8 2 I'"Tpn&rfﬁs aee : “er "r wrw e ]!ﬂﬂU 0 0
» amount of bad and irrecoverable debts ... ..75,38 13 Ton 3395 @ o g |
.  do. due by defaulting Sircar e 208 T ﬁl Iy, amouut due to Miscellaneons Aceoupts ... 3,811 |10 | 1
» amount of Bills receivable ... ‘e % 12 {;.I 77,323 o i
» amount in the Bauk of Bengal 1i : .
Cash in hand IO% _ . - i
1,824 ] 4.8 | |
TDtﬂl s, ... H,TE_,ITT —1‘2' _7; | Total Rs. ... éB,TE,ITT 12 | 7%
E. & 0. E,
. Sd. THOMAS MALCOLM,
: Warden.
REMARKS. |
Amount due to Miscellancons Accounts . g 1' R 9811
Do. to the poor of Tiflis up to Dﬁrcmber 1867 e oo IA3 , 10 1
' Rs, 4, -
Do, do. | from 1868 to 1873, being 8 j’ﬂ.lh at Bs. 144 er annum . | . 1 ggg g g '
| v 1
. : | 0,912 6 2
| —
To meet the above payments the following sums arc available, ri~.— I Rs. 15724 0 3
Cush in hand ' i' ,
Bills Receivable .. T s, 1,045 13 1
Bank of Bengal .. . TS . . ’Fég ]1,% f
~uy ' P - aae : “aa sy
' 1,824 4 R
_ Plates sold, say abont ' | Remaining still due of Rs, 13,899 11 7
Cash received from Mra, A, Bijolin Rs. 4,000 0 ¢
Do. front Mrs, Geo. Peters ’ ” 5,000 0 0
Amount realized from Moorshedabad Church ‘ 1 1500 O O
Do. of bad debts increascd . ; " 79.5 5 3
Surplus amount which were available on the 1st of Jm"‘“! 1868 " ?ﬁfza %} ?
: . \ 5
h 20421 0 1

Deficit in 8 years, Rs. 34,320 11 8§

count h"t%h@l‘*n reduced in 8 years hy this sum, |
prescnt Warden up to 31st Deecember 1875, appears fo be e Rs. 6,30,869 1
Warden in his Bulance Sheet of 1567, was PR E oy 4:75:Tﬂ3 3 g

enfl 1 N » 1,05,106 & 8
made by pmtessmnnl meu at the latter end of that ye*u ‘the prcmtses having been asscssed over the Original

or Rs. 4,200 per annum, or to say in other words the Capital A
l‘he Capital ALcnuut as shhown by the Balance bheet of thy
'Whmﬂa.s the amount of the same Account shown by the Ia

- thus shawing a difference or increase in val
which is the result of the kmluntiuu of the Landed Propert

Cost by that sum,
- N,.BL.—8hould any mistake be found in my caleulations i

Tanls and Acoorntits of the 'hinrals aed #02  iarcecit b oS d vy

anrr np thmv statements of facts, 1 trust the charitable rcadfls will attribute the error to the ahzonee of ihe

I L



