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Tne object of this Trticl:. is to give a brief account
of the prophecies by which our Yord was fovetohl, and
of his birth, life, miracles, disconrses, death, and re-
surrection, Tt has been my aim to write clearly andd
plainly, to put erery thing in a way in whicl it will be
easily understood by persens pravieugly izuorant of the
subject, and to supply all nccossary explanations,
Sanskrit verse has Deon employod (as hevetolure by
Dr. Mill in his Christa Sangiti) as the medium most
acceptable to learned [lindus; but as the mwjority of
persons called Pundits are not sufliciently nsters of
Sanskrit to make oul covrvectly the meaning oversf |
such a simple vomposition, & Bengali version is anth
joined at the fool of te page.  Another edition with
the Sanskrit printed® in the IIiut]i chavaeter, and
Ilmdt translason,« has just “hoon published, *l'ht*
'lrnct, it is hoped, ia long enougleto givg o el lea
of Th& character of the wrophecias by which oy Fopls
coming was predicted, and of the tenor of his life and
docirines to p class of readersswhose indifftrence o
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Lostility might indispose them to read with attention a

composition of greater extent,

Free use has been made of the renderings of terms
in Dr, Mill’s Christa Sangitd and in Dr, Yate's Sans.
krit New Testament, and some centire Slokes of the
former have beenf?.mplogetl. H

The Sanskrit titie of the Tractis Sri- Yeshi-Khrishs
ta-Mdhdtinyam. The word Mdlhdimya means great-
ness or glory, and is employed as the title of scetions
of the Purdnas, written to celebrate the praise of some
god, or goddess, or sacred spot. The well known
Devt Mahdimya of the Margandéya Purdna, or glovi-
fication of Devi, may be mentioned as an instance, The
use of this tgrm, as the title of a poem descriptive of
our Lord’s life and character, seems unobjectionable,
and may excite attention,

The Tract 1s divided into eight seetions, which will
now be analysed in their order. Those parts which
are-not translations of Scripture, pr sketches of Serip-
ture History, will generally be_given &t length in this

English shstract. 3
\

I. The first section is &ntitled Sri-Mghdmokiri-pra-
iihsha, or the expectation of a great Redeemer, and
comprises 108 Anushtpbh Slokes, in which gimple 1pe-
tre the whole T'ract is composed, It opens thus j-
I, who am .of feeblg voice, being intent to sing the

»
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praises of tho world's Redeemer, implore Goll 1o
grant me significant and attractive language.”

¢ A certaln youthful seeker after trath, appronching
aJearned man of great experience and skilled iu fo-
reign Sdstras, said te him~—Sir, I have repeatedly henrd
the name of a great Tenchey, callefl Cluist, from thL
mewuth of his followdrs. Now, lt.fé'm,tl men ouglil Lo
be acquainted with the agcounts of those gréal persons
whose famo at present pervades the whole world, My
curiosity, therefore, in regard Lo the history of Christ,
appears to me o be every way laudable, and not hlame-
able, And knbwing yop to bo acequainted with that
history, 1 have come here, and deﬂua through your
kindness to hear its substance. ‘Tho Jeapued man re-
plies: I appland your desive to know the acls of greal
men, and will gladly satiate you with the neotar of the
history. DBut it is & most momentons theme, which I,
feeble in understanding, s about to treat,=~the fall of
the world into the qeean of sin, and tho achievementy —
of its Deliverer, IIuw can that infinito Being, whose
greatness passes thg knowledge of the holy hosts of
heaven, be worthily celebrated by one such as [ am?
But taking fivm the ocean (m mine of gems) of reyo-
lntwn the gems of kuowledge,*l shald endenavour tn
siring them together iR the nockluce of my narrative,
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"¥] shall therefore narrnte with joy the wonderful
story of Christ, the Son of God, the eternal Lord of
the world, who descended among men, veiling the
marks of Ilis deity j~~who was born of a virgia mother,
and assumed the body of an infant, was untouched by
the least taint of sjh, bul endured its consequences i
the teacher, friend, redeemer, aid lord of the wontd,
the author of the world’s welfare, the benecfactor of all
nations j—impelled to my task Dy supreme love for that
noble-minded Being.”

The narrative then beging with the creation of our
first parents, and proceeds with theic fall through the
temptation of Sataz;l,r (who, it is explained, was an an-
gel, once obedient, but who had rebelled against God ;)
their expulsion from Iiden, and the doom pronounced
together with the promise vouchsafed of the woman’s
Seed who should bruise the serpent’s head, The con-
tinuity of the expectation which was entertained of
this- Deliverer is then alluded to,, and an account of
the further predictions of Iis coming is introducod by
a sketeh of the contimued corruption and wickodness
of mankind, and their destruction, except Noah and
his family, by the delugo. After stating® that Noah's
descendants at-fivst péhsessed the true knowledge, and
practised the pure worship, of ®od, but that both be-

* 'I'his gentence, consisling of four Slokes, is imiinted fiom a possage
st the commoncement of the wotl known poem of Kéhiddsa, the Raghies

Yanaa. -
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came cormapted by idolatry,~—the narrative deseribng
the eall of Abraham, designed ag & means of restoring
true veligion, the covenant entered inte with him by
the Almighty, and the promises made to him of a son,
and of the blessing' to be conferred on all nalions
through his seed, The listory of his descendanea is
(ten traced ; the dying predietion of Jacob in vogard
to Shiloh is noticed; angl the oppression of his des-
cendants in Baypt, the exodusy, and the delivery of the
Law from Sinai, are narrated. The sacvifices of the
Mosaic dispensation, it is obscrved, had no inheren,
power to put away sin, aud were hut shadows of the
expiation to be afterwards made by tho death of Clirist,
These sacrifices, therefore, were not designed by the
Almighty to he perpeiually celebrated.,  But the Mo«
. saic institulions were "intended to train tho Israclites,
and (it them for thé veception of a more perfect, veligion,
The prediction of Moses about the prophet dikeo to him.
self who was to arise, i then cited, The arrival of the
Israclites in Cannan is noticed ; the design of Giod, that
they should be the conservators of true religion and o
light to the surrounding nations, is stateds and theip
ingratitude and idolatries, thelr cousequent punish-
ment, and their subsequent recoveries* and rolapses,
ave adverted to, Mention is nokt made of the appear-
ance of a series of prophets who inairncted and warn-
ed their countrymen, and a}md‘sl; all foratold w grout
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future Deliverer of their race, The prophecy to Das

vid about the perpetuity of his line and throne is first
quoted, with mention of his own DPsalws, then the
predictions of Isalah, deseribing the diguity {Ch, it.)
wd sufferings (Ch, liil,) of Christ; then that of Mical
Ch. v.) about Ilis birth-place, and that of D;ﬂcl
Ch. ix.) about the time of Ilis advent, are cited nearly
o length, but some of thema.samewhat modified in form,
I'he existence of the collection of these Jewish Serip«
ures, in their original tongue, till the present day, and
heir translation inte Greek, about 300 years before
Christ, are then mentioned,~ The e;:pectutiun of a
yreat Deliverer whigh thence arose in other countries
of the Wests the corraption of religion in those na-
ions, though distinguished for their intellectual culs
ure;¥ the idolatry of the vulgar, and the ineflectual
search of the philosophers after the highest truth;
hhe diffusion of a knowledge of the Jewish Scriptures
oy the Jews who seltled in foreig countiies; and the
hope of the coping Saviour thenee embraced by many
good men sensible of their own ‘misery, are then ad-
verted to. The doctrine of a divine incarnntion, was
also always received, it is added, in 'Indﬂl, a8 appears
from these words of Wrishne in the Bhagavad (34,
“ Whenever, oh Bhérdta, rightéousness declines, and

¥ Part of asloke from the Mahdbhdrata iz here quetnd, in which the
Greeks are thus celebrated: "The Yavanns, O Kiog, aro omniseient and
pre-eminetly herawe,” e
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unrighlcousness springs up, then I ereste mysells  For

* Y
the deliverance of the good, and destruetion ol the
wicked, I am born in every Yugo.”

II. The socond secfion, entitled Yeshitt patii-varna-
nam, or @ narration of the birth of Jesus, begins wilh
thissgerse: “That Sur of 1igf1tummneﬁﬁ, Ly tha rays
of whose advent the sky had before heen reddened, at
length arosc at the fore-ordained time.” The lineage
of the Virgin Mary, the annunciation, the suspicions of
Joseph, the angelic vision by which tlmy were removed,
the journey to Bethlchem, and the birth of Jehua
there, the apparition of Angels to the shepherds, and
the angelic ITymn, are then recodnted in"Lwentlyssix
Slokes. )

The scholar then enguires how this incarnate Sa-
viour was God and the Son of God, The teacher in
reply quotes St. John i. 1—~8, 14, 18, 10, antl 12
Coloss. 1. 15—17: Plulhpp. it, 7. The circumeision
of Jesus, the visit of the Magi, the presentation of
Jesus in the templo, the flight into Iigypt, with the
slauglhiter of the innocents, zmr.l the incidents of the
visit of Jesus avhen twelve years ald to tho tmnplﬂ,
thh Llis return to Nazaveth and aubjeetion to Ilis o
pui®@ parents, arve them narrated in order,  This sec.
tion consists of sixty-lwo Slokes,
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%IIL The third section, entitled Adbhuta-kyiyd-var-
sanam, or an aceount of the wonderful works, gives
some account of the miracles of Jesus, aned exiends to .
187 Slokes. It begins Ly stating, that Ile did mot
take upon Ilim the office of a®public instructor till
IHe attained the age of thirty years. The appearance
of John, as the forermnner of (he Chvist, and hiftes-
timony {Matth. i, 11, 12) tp his Lord’s superior dig-
nity, the baptism of Jesus, and the further witness
borne by John (John i, 19, 20, 29 iii, 27, 28, 30—8%,
34—386,) to his mgster’s glory, are next recorded.®
Jesus then, the narrative mrocecds, entered on His
office, and traversed the whole of Galilee, proclaiming
His new kingdom of righteousness; calling on men
to embrace the good tidings; by words of power, yet
with gentleness, leading them to the consideration of
their highest interest; and working tnnumerable mira-
cles to-prove His Divine mission. Of these miracles
a select number are related in detail, viz, the cure of
the leper, Matth. viii. 2, 8; of the two blind men,
Matth, xx, 80-—34 (and the parallel passages); the
feading of the five thonsand, Matth, xiv, 15~21, &e¢.;
the casting out of the devil from the "Syrophconiciane
woman's danghter, “Matth, xv. 22—23; the xgising
from the dead of the widow &f Nain's son (Luke vii.

* 11 is lo bo understoad, that these and the following pasgages of Serip.
tura which are indieated, are tnostly given at loength in the Sanshrit.
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11-—16,) of the dnughter of Jairus (Matih. ix, 18,"T9,
2325, &c.,) and of Lazarus, (Joln xi) *By such
wonderful works,” itis obscrved, ** Jesus manifestod 1lis
auperhmmhl power, and proved Ilis divine commission
o promulgale a ney revelation. By the display of
these miracles Ile nlgo incited men to attend to Xlis
ingfructions. Anothaer result of these aets was to illus-
trate Ilis words, Jesus deelared, that Ile came to
save and not to destroy ‘mankind 3 and in conlormity
with this saying, the course of Ilis netions is bhenefi-
cent, removing suflering, and :ILlivm'ing the wretehed,
Possessed of inflnile power, ITe" always acted with
gentlcness, and never destroyed the wicked with ap-
palling visitations,” “I'his is il trated by Ilis for-
bearance o the inhospituble Sumaritans” deseribed in
Luke ix. 5256, ‘T'he following remarks are then
subjoined: ¢ DBut the Son of God did nol descend
{rom heaven to promote men's bodily wellure only, but
to heal the soul, their nobler part, the conlrouler and
lord of the hody, which laboured under the malwly of
sin, By the bodily cures Ilo performed, the healing
of the soul is illustrated, ‘Lhe cleansing of the lapers
is an imago of thq cleansing of the soul, and the giving
of sight to the blind, of the puwilying of the menthl
vifttn, The miraculoqs increase of {ood is a shadow
of that spiritun] ambrosin which Jesus gavo to sntisfy
the soul, By the power whigh raised the dead, is
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iilistrated that greater power which vivifies those who
are destitute of the life of righteousness.”

IV. The fourth section, entitled Jagndﬁﬁwipadem-
mdlé, or the gavland of instruelions by lhe World's
Teacher, and extending to 285-Slokes, contains a se-
lection of our Lord's moral precepts and statemgpts
of religioys doctrine, including several of Ilis parables.
The passages quoted will*bé indicated, with the re-
marks by which they are introduced.

“Seeing many men satisfied with outward observans
ces, and regardless of inward righteongness, the heart-
searching Lord thus spake: "Matth, v. 2124, 27, 28.
The Holy Teachertenjoined the practice of righteous-
ness not fob the sake of ostentation, but to plense
God, Matth, vi. 16, 17, 18, DBeholding some men,
from a conceit of their own holiness, despising others,
the Liord reproved them thus by a parable: Luke xviii,
10—14, Performing the part of a servant, the Lord
showed by the following illustrative act, that humility,
and the sexvice of the poor, are to be practised even
by those of high estate, John xiit, 4, 5, 12—17: Tiuke
xxil. 27, He showed i disciples who,should be the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven, Matth, xviii, 2—d, "
He instructed them to forgive,, and not to revengs in-
juries though repeatedly committed, Matth, v, 14,15
xvifl. 21—3856, DBy the following malice-destroying
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words He tanght that men ave to show kindncas urun
to their encnies, Matth, v, 4348, The Jows, priding
themselvesNon their descent from a holy stock, nud
thair posséssion of the 1uly Seviptuves, despined moen
of othor races,  Witha view to remove thia ovil par-
tiality, the Lord thus et fortlt the duty of general be-
neficence, Luke x. 80—87. Seeing men dintreased
with anxiety about thetrebedily sustennnce, e thus
taught them trust in God, Matth, vi, 26582, 1leillua-
trated the care of Geod for our proscrvation, Matth, x.
29, 30, Ile showed by three parabes that Grod desives
the conversion of men from sth, Tonke xv, &8, o
set forth God's willingness to heaw (he prayers of all,
and (o grant the supplicated biessings, Matth, vii, T--11,
Bat that prayer for the ohjects of our desive must be
intent, ecarnest, and repeated, Ile thus made clear’s
Like xviii, 2—7; xi. 0-+8, Being asked which was
the greateat of God's commandments, It replied,
Mark xii. 30—33. "Che Jews of that period alwaya
assembled in the Ioly City of Jorusalem to worship
God at the times presevibed in the Law; but ather
heretical inliahitants of that couniry, ealled Samuvitnny,
set up in their own land a new temple.  The Tiord
haweg once come into,the country of thess hevedes,
entered into conversation with a certain woman of that
place. She, porceiving by His words thar He was pos-

sessed of mirnculous knowlgdge, thus mentioaed het
II
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doubts in regard to the difference of creeds, John iv.
20, and rececived from Jesus the following reply, sig-
nifying that the wotship of devout men, wh@l:ever per-
formed, is acceptable to God, qnlm iv. 21, 28, 241,
Originally mankind was crented,in the image of God,
perfectly pure, and possessed of divine knnwlﬂdg_e.
'Whence geeognizing the holy nature of God, and de-
lighting in the eontemplation df Him, they were devoted
to His service, But from the time when the Parents
of the human raee fell from their first estate, the origi-
nal Divine image in them became defaced. Thence
their descendants losing the "true knowledge of God,
began to imagine, "ahd to serve many gods; and ever
those persons who, owing to divine instruction, possessed
true: knowledge, almost forgat God, being much devot-
ed to earthly objects. Fow, then, can the flame of love
to God, which has become nearly extinguished, be re.
kindled in’the hearts of men? And how ecan the soul,
which is'now devoted to earthly objects of trifling mo-
ment, be led again to ponder the grand chief-object ¢
Wise men of all countvies sought an answer to this
question, but could not discover the trth. But that
means of perfecting the soul, which they sought for in
vain, was set forth by Christ, véz regeneration, JShn
i, 1—8, But regeneration and other spiritual blessings
ave all granted by God to men through His Son, Ile
it is wlo is appointed by the father to be the Savious
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of mankind, and salvation is obtained by faith in ITim,
This Ile himself stated, John iii, 16—&1, Jesus de-
clared IIid owninfinite dignity, and [lis ineltalle oue.
noss with God the Father, Matth, xi. 27, Turiher,
by the comparison ofs a shepherd and his sheep, the
Lord explained His welation o those who tuke refuge
with Ilim; and from Ilis oneness with 1lis Iather
made clear Ilis own poweér to protect them, John x.
27—380, Again, He declared Ilis own eternity to the
Jews who were unwilling to admit Iis divine mission,
John viii. 56—§8. By illustratiorls derived from food
and other necessary thinks, HHe declared Iimself to he
the author of salvation, John vi. Sﬁ: a1 vill, 125 xiv
0O xvo 4y 5 %10, 11, Tle who was ealiéd the Son of
Man from IHis assumption of a hwuman body, thusmade
known the object of Ilis advent, Matth, xx 28, e
promised the gift of the Iloly Spirit to enlighten the
minds of Ilis disciples in discerning the Mysteries of
religion, John xiv. ™6, 17, 26. Ile thus explained (o
a band of devoted followers the perfection to which
those attnin who submit to Ilis copmnaaitds, John viii,
d1—306, Thpso who are digtressed by ealnuity, ervor,
and sin, find peace by taking vefygo witl Clivist ¢ t1fis
Ile-himself showed, Matth. xi, 280, e anuomeed
Ilis own return at the end of the world Lo determine
with justice the destinies of men, Matth, xxv, 41-~ {6,
fxod expeets service to ba rendeved in proportion b
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the atrength he has Lestowed 5 and those who turn to
no account the strength entrusied to themp shall be
punished in the next world, like sluthﬂi}lj . Servants,
That this is the rule by which, the destinies of men
shall be determined, was thus declared by the future
Judge of the world, Luke xii.e 47, 48: Matth, 3xv.
14—380. ,He declared what will be the doom of those
rich men whose hearts cledve to the world, and who
seek only their own pleasure, Luke xvi, 19—31, Thus
comiorting the meek, and terrifying the stony-hearted,
did this Great Teacher strive to lead all men to Sal-
vation, i

The pupil then Asks whether the Christian Scrip-
tures contain any other description of the supreme fe-
licity to be attained by the good in a future state,
The Teacher replies that St. Paul had explained the
difference of the earthly and heavenly states by an
illustratiofl drawn from childhood and manhood. 1.
Corinth, xii, 9—12. And St, Jrﬁm, another diseiple,
had described the present and future dignity of the
pious, I. John iii 2.

"
* L

V., The fifth sectian is entitled, Yeshwah prana sa-
marpanam, ov Jesus delivering wp his life, and corfSists
of 116 Slokes. It begins by the pupil referring to our
T.ord’s clear declaratien in Matth. xx, 8, in regard to

™

His ddath and its purpose, and enquiring how it was -
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fulfilled, The Teacher answers that after ciling some
other prnplmcms of our Lord in regard to Ilis dealh,
he will r ‘ﬁktu their fulfilment, Matth, xx. 18, 18,
John x, 18, xii. 28—24. and 81, 32, ara accordingly
quoted, Our Lord’s"triwmphant entvy into Jerusalem,
and the effect of this on thé rulers, nre then natmnd

and their hostility is thus explmncd.* “Thn [H‘ILSLH
and teachers of the law were famed in their own conn-
try for the purity of their religious practice. Ior by
the constant observance of the most minute ordinances
prescribed in the Scriptures, without omitting the
least tittle, they Sought afer the veputation of holiness,
Hence, though generally erafty apd corrupt in heart,
they obtained great honor among the people from the
sanctity of theiv outward conduct, But Jesus, unfold.
ing the true meaning of the ancient Scriptures, and
teaching a new doctrine, made their learning of no
avail, Tor, when a new and better divine.rgvelnilon is
proclaimed among men, the importance of those por-
sons who are skilled in the meaning of the ancient
Scriptures, will soon decline. Moreover, the hoart.
searching Jesus openly rebuled those who were ine
Jvardly impure, thbugh outwardly pure, Ineensed gt
these rebukes, and proud of their own wanctity, they
songht to revenge themselves on Ilim who unveiled
theiv deceits Ifurther, they mistook the true purport

* See on this subject Milman’y Ilistory, of Cluistianity, Vol. L, . 99104,
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of what the prophets had predicted in reference to
the future Redeemer. They vainly expected that he
would gppear with great might and royal dnyjesty, and
subjugate the world to their authority, But Jesus
did not desire to establish a tep;pnml empire, but an
empire of righteousness, which should destroy the
might of sin. But the Jews, indifferent to the jawel
of rightehusness, and devoted to the world, despised
such a kingdom of righteousness, They accordingly
sought an nppnrtunity to put Jesus to death.” The
treacherous proposals of Judas to the chief prieats,
the last supper, the eventstin the garden of Gethse-
mane, the captuteof Jesus, His trial before the high
priest and council, condemnation, arraignment before
Pilate (who, it is explained for the information of the
Hindu reader, was the governor appointed by the Ro-
man Emperor, to whose rule Jud®a was then subject),
IIis decleration of the nature of Ilis kingdom, the
efforts of the Jews to procure Hig punishment, Pilate’s
repeated declarations of His innoeence and endeavours
to release Him, the scourging He suffered, the insults
of the soldiers, the mock-worship with the purple robe
and the erown of thorns, Pilate’s atlempt to excite”
the pity of tlie Jews, and ﬁnul abandonment of Jdesus
to their will, after the s:gmﬁmnt act of washing his
hands in their presence, with the arrival of Jesus at
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the place of punishment, are then traced in some de-
tail.

The ]ﬁﬁaisllment of crucifixion is then deseribed
tlius, in much the sume tetms as by Dr. Mill in the
Christa Sangitd, *'I'he eross was construcled by the
Romans of two timhers, ond of them porpendicular,
and the other fastened to it at right angles. | ‘Lhe low.
er part of the instrument being firmly fastened in the
earth, the horizontal timber stood about nine feot from
the ground. Lo this hovizontal timber the extended
hands, and to tllE perpendicular ofie of the foet, of the
criminal were fastened %ith iron nails,  “The criminal
being thus suspended with his hamds and {oel pleveed,
after suffering severc torture, expired *by degrees.”
The crucifixion of Jesus between two thieves, Iig
prayer for I1is murderers, the taunts of the chief
priests and others, the prayer of the penitent robber,
and the Lord's consclatory answer, the stipernatural
darkness, the deatl? of Jesus with the accompanying
portents, the application of Joseph for Ilis body, and
1Xis burizl, are then narrated,

VI. The si:tth seotion is entitled Sri. Yeshwah Swar.
garohanam, or lhe ascension of Jesus nlo heaven, and
extends to 70 Slokes. I commeneeos by the pupil ask-
ing how the prediction of Jesuy, that e wonld rise
again on the third day, was fulfiiled, -Thesteachér
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veplies, that our Lord’s followers expected that He
would display great mirnculous powor and 1115jﬁa?:y, and -
quell the might of Elis enemies, But when yhey had ’
put Him to death, unresisting, the disci[‘:leﬁ became
disappointed and dejecied ﬂnglnentirﬂly forgot the
predictions which Ide, while alive, had repeatedly ut-
tered in regard to His own resurrection. T'he day on
which Jesus was buried was «&friday, and the succeed-
ing day was the day of rest: for the Jews always
regarded the Saturday as holy, and rested on that day
from worldly oceupfations.” The earthquake which
occurred on the following day} the descent and appan-
tion of the angel, the visit of the women to the sepul-
chre, (which~s described as excavated in the rock,)
the angel's address to them, their departure, the arri-
val of Peter and John, and their examination of the
empty tomb, the appearance of Jesus to one of the
women, the message she received to carry to the dis-
ciples, and their incredulity, are néxt narrated in ordenr,
The appearance of Jesus to the two disciples going to
Emmaus, and His subsequent apparition to the assem-
bled disciples, are then told nearly at full length. His
further appearances, Instruetions, commission to Ilis
disciples (in the wnrdf of 5t. Matth, xxviii, 1820,
and ascent into heaven, are then traced. The subse-
quent events after the return of the disciples to Jeru-
salem are thus told, *They remained there in faith,
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awaiting the descent of the ITely Spirit promised hy
Be Loriy - After ten days, indicated by miraculous
signs, tha? power-imparting Spirit descended into the
souls of the disciples, They thence acquired the
miraculous knowledge .of foreign tongues, and clear
ness of mental visionein perceiving the mysteries of
their fuith, And straightway with boldness.they pros
claimed the resurrection #nd ascension of their Lord,
even in the midst of the city of Ilis nwrderers (Acts
3. 36, v. 81, iv, 12). After this, cnergetically passing
over the limits of their own country, they made known
their Lord’s religion in thany fureign countries; and
exhorted the Idolatrouns inhabitunfs,‘tﬂ abandon their
own false deiiies and worship the true God.” The
substance of St. aul's discourse at Athens (Acts xviis
23—82b, 28—31) is then expressed as emhodying the
purport of their teachihg, with this addition, that ay
many as repent, batake themselves to the Redeemer,
and walk in the path®of righteousness, shall be saved,
The following Drief stalement of the progress of
Christianity closes the section: * By these and similar
exhortations, supported By °wonderful works, many
“pevsons were drawn {o bolieve iy Jesug Christ. Bt
the rulers of the world, beholding the rise of this
religion, endeavoured to stop s progress by violence
and other menns. In order, that by suffering, the
. Christians might be led to depy their Liord, eruel kingé
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afllicted them with various punishments, But many
of them being endued with firmness by t)gﬂ"' ﬂtmngth
of the Lord, endured afllictions with pnu'éllée, and did
not shrink from death itself, The seed of their blood,
sown as it were in the hearts of men, produced & har-
vest of new disciples. Tor, considering that that reli
gion must be most excellent, for which its adherents
sacrificed even life itself, others too were led to em-
brace it. So the Christian religion spread morve and
move, and other religions having disappeared, it aloune
pervaded the West.” .

[

r *

V1i. The seventh section, extending to 81 Slokes,
entitled K.&;'Esfiyu-mﬂztm-prﬁmmrirtkiﬁ:amnm, consists of
an argument to prove, in opposition to the dogmas of
Hindu theosophy, that the Christian religion aims at
the highest perfection of man; and is thus fitted to
satisfy the loftiest aspirations of the Hindumystic; the
reasoning being the same as thatinthe ‘ Course of Di.
vine Revelation,” towserds the close. 'This section is
here translated at length, The pupil asks il the sal-
vation propounded in the Clivistian seriptures is the
supreme beatitude of man, or if any higher is conceiv-
able? 'T'he teacher replies, thtt the salvation obtain-
ed by the sainls who take refoge in Christ is tho high-
est pmfeutmn attainable by man, Tor how can any
sublinter beatitude be céneeived than that which God
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Himsclf descended to bestow? Ile well knew wha
the higl r@t perfection attainable by man is, and {rom
His dwnm,c benignity desired our most cxalted well-
being, T e pupil then remarks that the enjoyment of
heavenly happiness isset forth in some places of Serip.
ture as the chief good to be soaght after by the wise,
But such lheavenly 1]]&115111‘03, he observes, (in confor-
mity with the ITiudu idegs of Swerga,) are by sages
considered to be gross, insignificant, and transitory ;
and are despised by such as aim at perfection, who
seek after some nobler condition, Kow, then, he asks,
can those scriptirves in which such a heaven is des.
eribed as the most perfect state attpinable by man, he
considered as atming at the ¢hief good? Khe teacher
answers that the employment of the word *heaven’ by
Christ for future beatitude must not be regdrded as
any proof that Ilis Scriptures do not aim at the highest
good, The heaven which 18 there deseribgd as the
future abode of the righteous is not to be regarded as
atransitory scenc of worlhless bodily enjoyments, hut
as a condition ‘of pure happiness, free from sin, suflers
ing, and error; its chief charvgetevistic bhoing, not the
fruition of external’ objects, but the perfection of 1
ternal dispositions, ” ’

The pupil remarks that the Chvistian seriptures hold
the resurrection of the body and its eternal union with
the soul, Ile then observes, that the wise rerard tha
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body as being by its nature gross, impure, and the
cause of the soul's imperfection; and asks J:ow the
soul, while conmected with such a body, ghuﬁst}urce of
sin and other evils, can attain perfection in"the world
to come. The teacher replieg*thnt this doetrine of
the body being, in virtue of its nature, the source of
sin and other evils is not proved either by the Chris.
tian Scriptures or by reason., 1t cannot be determined
by any proof that disjunction from the body is neces-
sary to the soul's purity. In this world the soul can-
not act successfully without the body: how then can
it be inferred that in the noxt world it will attain to
perfection withofit~ an instrument? Moreover, God
Himself descending from 1ilis own abode of glorvy,
assumed a human body, and acted as an embedied
being. If the mere body had been the grand source
of impurity, it is inconceivable that God should have
assumed it. I shall now, the teacher proceeds, explain
to you what is the real cause of thie universal sinfulness
of the human race. At the creation, the body, with
all its senses, was subject, like an inst;ument, to its
master, the soul, DBut'from the time when the first
man transgressed Gpd's commandment, dire disorder”
entered into his nature. Hence the innate power of
the governing soul diminished, and the senses, former~
ly subject, strove for,independence. From that time
the padsions have continwed to wage a contest with the
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soul, like subjects with a feoble sovereign. Dt Christ
having wgeome man, and redeomed mankind by Ilis
death, endowed humanity with the capacity of perfec.
tioh and glory, By the might of the Iloly Spirit,
removing the old disoyder, Ile has established a new
harmony in the souly of his® devoted followera. In
them, even on carth, the power of tho senses is gra-
dually diminished, and the*soul resumes its own pro-
per authoritg. And in the world to come, the body,
with the senses, having become perfectly etherinlized
and submissive, shall serve the sounl, as its instrument.
Hence an eternal conjurfetion with the body in the
world to come shall in no way ii{‘lpiﬁt“tht} perfeetion of
the soul, And thus there is no doubt witatover that
the salvation propounded in the Christian seriptures
is the supreme good of humanity.

VIII, The eighth section is entitled Prdrhand-pad-
dhatill, or the manual ¥f prayor, Tho pupil exprosses his
desire to attain the supreme beatitude describod in the
Christian seriptures, and asks what o must do in order
to gain his objeet. The teachor replios, that he muat

*confess and repent of his sins, and by faith take rofuge
in Jesus the Saviour: and then having obtained the
ordained initiation by water, he must dedicate himself
openly to the Lord as his servant. For IXo is the
only destroyer of sin, and soyree of parfection j toxcepl
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through Him noone can attain to the ehief good. DBut
by your own efforts, without the grace of Gerd, you
cannot renounce the ways of sin, and obtpin, redemp-
tion, To obtain this grace, you must call vipon Ged,
The following is a specimen of the manner in which
God is to be invoked.,” " (The prayer is the same as
that given at the close of the ¢ Course of Divine Re-
velation,’ corrected, and ~with the addition of two

verses:)

PRAYER. "

Grory be to Thée, O God, the holy and mereiful
creator, preserver, and governor of the worlds. Ilow
infinitely is Thy inconceivable purity removed from
my sinfulness! I, polluted with guilt, am not worthy
to address my supplications to Thee. How boundless
is the distance between Thy greatness, and my insig-
nifieance! 1 am unable to celebrate or to comprehend
Thy perfect attxibutes, But to whom ecan the
wratched have recourse, save to Thee, O God?
Thou only knowest my misery; it is Thine only to_
rescue me. Thy sugreme excellencies, O Lord, are’
manifested by the works which "Phou hast framed upon
the earth, as by clear written characters, And from
Thy constantkmdnesatnwards me who am undeserving,
I diseern Thine astonislling mercy, My wonderful
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body formed by the juncture ofso many limbs, has beon
framed hy Thee;and by Thy will, all its members pors
form their fynetions, My soul, too, the body’s governor,
has been crealed by Thee; with my subtile under-
standing, the recipient of knowledge, ang all its various
powers, It is Thou, :f) Lordy who, liko a father, hast
preserved me {rom my birth; and Thou beneficently
bestowest on me innumerghle pleasures, By rocetving
all this goodness, I have become Thy debtor, and
ought to have rendered to Theen devoted sexvico from
my childhood, But though so greatdy blessed and con-
stantly preserved, I havos not from the heart praised
"Thee, the giver of innumerable benefits. Lhou O Lord,
hast never forgotten to protect me; but the remembrance
of Thee has but rvarely been retained in my heart,
Inchained in the bondage of this perishable world,
I have not served Thee, its everlasting Creator, Cons
fessing Thy being in words, O God, I have for the
most part lived like an atheist, Bent upon tho pursuit
of trifling ends, I have not fixed my mind upon the
momentons supreme-end. Robelliously transgressing
the boundaries of duty prescribed by Thee, the course
*of my aotions flows polluted by sin.  Voluntaxily suk.
mitting to the dominion of Hl-will, pride; covetousness
and other passions, and engaging in vicious practices,
I have become greatly gnilty, O Loxd, Thou, O Om-
niscient Nearcher of hearts, knowest all mmy ejns and
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all my evil thoughts. I confess my guilt and my ill-
deserts, and know that Thou, who hatest sipf"art dis-
pleased at my oflences, Thou art a just Judge, re.
warding every man according to his works, and inflict-
est terrible pdhishment on impqﬁitent offenders. But
it is my hope that Thon wilt pardon the fault of those
who repent and grieve for their transgressions. Be-
cause Thine eternal Son, ef ,an infinite majesty, Idim.
self descended to deliver the sin-ruined race of manj
and Himself became an offering, the pure for the im-
pure, the guiltless for the guilty, God for man. By
the virtue of that great sacrifice, all who believe in it,
are rendered holy and capable of salvation. And the
Son of God still regards the world with mercy, and
seeks to rescue those who, like me, are tossed on the
waves of this earthly existence. Wherefore I would
in faith take refuge in him, the source of mercy: for

He is the~ only fountain of happiness and author of
salvation. O Lord Christ, wh, in Thine infinite

magnanimity, didst offer up Thyself fo endure the

congequences of the sins of others,~to Thee be glory.

How wonderful is thy Jowe, who, pigrce(] in body, and

afflicted in soul, didst endure bitter agony and anguish,*
to ransom us I" Rescue me, who am shut up in dreadful

gloom by the tyranny of the prince of darkness, and

introduce me into the light of Thine own kingdom of
righteousness. O Thou gonqueror of sin, release me
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who am bound in the chains of sinj rescue my soul
from ths violence of the senses by which it is beset,
Restore hammony in my disordered natuwre: instal
rig‘htﬁausnlass in the empire of my heart, to govern my
affections. When Thouw didst dwel), ingarnate, amongst
men on earth, Thou didst display a perfect example of
righteousness. So, too, let me, who have been placed
on earth to practise good works, walk in that pure
path which is marked by Thy footsieps. And Thou,
too, O eternal Spivit, Sanctifier of the heart, be graci-
ous to me. 1escend, O Dispﬂllef of darkncss, into
my darkened soul. Vouthsafe to me, who amnt blind,
a clear vision in things divine., IJctach my thoughis
from the world and fix them on the Supreme Spirit,
Renew my heart after the divine Image. Create me
again, and make me meet for eternal blessedness,

*

L]

The above synopsis of the contents of tho T'ract
will have shown, that excepting section 7, it is almost
entirely of a narratjve and expository character, with
Yery little of direct argument; and that the statoments
of Chx:iat;ian doctrines ~re chiefly given in the words
of our Lord or His Apostles, prefaced by very brief
explantions of their purport. Yor a summary of the

evidences of Christianity, and a dogmatical statement

»
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of its doetrines, the * Course of Divine Revelation,”

lately published in English and Sanskrit, andn a Ben-

gali version with additions, by the present translator,

may be referred to,
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