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BOGUS MEDICAL DEGREES.

( Public Depariment. )

Read —the following paper ;—
Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr H. Wheeler, cL.E, Secretasy to
the Government of India, Home Department.
To—the Chief Secretary in the Government of Madras.
Dated—Simla, the 23rd May 1913
No.—305 {Medical).

I *am directed to invite the attention of the Governor in Council to
the question of legislating in order to penalisc the use of bogus medical
de‘grees. The Governor-General in Council is satisfied that there is a
growing opinion in this country in favour of the stricter supervision of
persons who practice Westein methods of medicine. Evidence of
the opinion is to be found in the general acceptance accorded in
Bombay to the Medical Registration Act which became law in that
Presidency last year, and in the initiation of legislation on similar lines
by the Government of Bengal Both these Provincial measures pro-
ceed on the principle of conferring privileges upon qualified persons
rather than of inflicting penalties on " the unqualified. They create
representative Medical Councils which will maintain a register’
of all medica] practitioners and ®f their qualifications ; and they
restrict the exercise of certain definite functions to those practitioners
whom the Medical Council has registered. The Governor-General in
Council, however, considers that it is now possible to take a step
further, and to proceed by means of a general Act to prohibit all insti-
tutions not affiliated to any University nor recognised by Government
from graoting any medical degrees and titles which bear a colourable
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resemblance to registrable qualifications and further to prohibit indivi-
dual practitioners from advertising that they hoid such degrees,

2, It is as much in the interest of the independent private practi-
tioners as in that of officers of the Indian Medical Service and of the
subordinate medical departments that the field of private practice
should not be overrun with untrained or hali-trained men,’ whose titles
may convey to the igngrant’that they hold degrees or qualifications to
which their actual attainments give them no claim whatever, The
mischief caused by the unscrupulous assumption of medical degrees by
men who had no right to them was observed as long ago as 1882, but
it did not assume serious dimensions for another twenty-five years,
The same aspect of the general question was again brought to notice
by the Government of Bengal in 1908 ; but the fact thht the evil was
comparatively recent development and practically confined te a single
city disposed the Government of India to a policy of caution. They
approved the principle of a Provincial Medical Registration Act, but
while'recognizing the evil of bogus dggrees they suggested to the Local
Government that an opportunity of reform should be first afforded to
those medical institutions whose privileges would be threatened by the
further legislation which the Government of Bengal had in view ; and
of combining their forces into one improved colleges which might
receive Government recognition. Unfortunately the experience of the
past few years has shown that no such spontaneous reform can be
expected , and the Government of India feel no longer any hesitatioh
in proposing to undertake general legislation.

3. In putting their suggestions for legislation before Local Govern-
ments the Government of India think it well to remove certain possible
misapprehensions. In the first place they have no desire to discourage
the growth of independent medical institutions. They would rather
wish to see such institutions extended ; for, in Calcutta and probably
elsewhere, the existing Government Medical Colleges are unable
4o meet the aemands for instruction, Private institutions should
provide valuable opportunities for grofessional and clir‘ical work to
private practitioners, which cannot fail to raise the standard and
promote the development of an independent medical profession ; and
provided that a minimum standard of efficiency in equipment and
training is insisted upon, the Government of India desire that every
possible encouragement may be given to them.

4. In the sccund place the Government of Ind'a have at present
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no intent of legislating to prevent ‘Ayurvedic’ Colleges and similar
mstltutions from conferring degrees, nor to penalise Kavirass, Hakims,

Vasds and such practitioners in the exercise of their profession. In
their judgment it is hopeless to attempt to protect the credulous aad
uneducated from employing whomsoever they choose. On the other
hand, they con51der that the public is clearl‘y entitled to be protected
against a practitioner who professes to treat his patients according to
the European system of medicine under cover of spuiious qualifications,
whether conferred by one of the correspondence colleges of America,
or by proprictary institutions such as exist in Calcutta or Dacca.

5. The Government of India have consideted carefully whether
the evil of bogps medical degrees should not be cheeked rather by
Provincial than® by Imperiat legislation. They find, however, that
private medical institutions in Calcutta are attended by pupils from
almost every part of India, and particularly by students whose general
educational attainments are inferior to those required for admission
to the Government medical collegcs of their own provinces © and that
students from these institutions return to their homes and there
compete with the better equipped candidates who have gone through
a recognized course under qualified teachers. In these circumstances
the Gevernment of India think that if the evil is to be effectually
combated, legislation in the Imperial Council is preferable.

6. The legislation which the Government of India have in view
wolld penalise the conferment of any medical diploma or degree by
an unrecognised institution and would permit persons who use such
degrees or diplomas or notify that they possess them to bz prosecuted.
I legislation were directed only against institutions which confer
degrees without proper authority, the mischief caused by the use of
bogus degrees issued by institutions outside india would remrain
untouched ; and inasmuch as the object,of penalising individuals who
assume degrees to which they have no claim or which have been
conferred by unrecognised instiutions is not to penalise professional
incfficiency bubto prevent fraud, thexGovernment of India think- that
the further remedy is justified.

7. Accordingly the Government of India propase that legislation
be undertaken

(1) to prohibit—

(@) unautharised persons or bodies from granting any degrees of

diplomas or licenses, or colourable imitations tﬁcreof, to
practise the Western methods of medicine, which are recog-
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nised by the Indian Universities and the General Coungil of
Medical Education and Registration in Great Britain ; and

() theissue by any person of any sucth degrees, diplomas of

licenses or colourable imitations of sach documents ; and

{(2) to penalise—

(@) the granting or isswe of such degrees, diplomas or licenses ; and

(3) the use of such degrees, diplomas or llcenses by medical practi-

tioners.

8. If the principle of the legislation is agreed to, the Goveriment
of India would ask the Goverument of Madras to consider further
whether a Bill to effect the registration of Medical practitianers should
not also be introduced in Madras with the object of proyiding that the
control of the registrarion of degrees in each provinc(el may be placed
in the hands of a Medical Council {such as has already come into
existence in Bombay) which will declare what degrees, licenses and
diplomas are registrable and will take disciplinary action agairst
medical practitioneis convicted of crime or of misconduct.

9. The Government of India anticipate indeed tnat before long it
may be desirable that the work of these Provincial Medical Councils

. should be co-ordinated by one supreme body, more particulaily if
the councils, in addition to performing their ordinary fuwctions
under the Registration Act of the province, are given power to
confer recognition upon those medical schools and colleges whose
training, staff, syllabuses and equipment merit it or to establish, subject
to their general supervision, a College of Physicians and Surgeons as
at Bombay, on the lincs of those in the United Kingdom, to appoint
examiners and grant diplomas such as the M R.C,S. or the L.R.C.P.
for persons whose means do not permit them to proceed to the
University degree in medicine.

10, The Government of India have now indicated the scope of the
legislation which they contemplate, an] the directions to which, as at
Present advised, they are disposed to look for a further development
of medical pclicy. They feel little doubt that reformsy on such lines
will commend themselves to all those who have no interests of medlcal
education in India at heart, but they would be glad to be favoured
with any criticisms which the Governor in Council may wish to offer,
after consulting associations or persons whose opinions are of value
with particular regard to the scope or aims of the proposed Bill. Iam
to request that, if possible, a reply may be sent to this letter by the
15th October next,



PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATION OF SUB-ASSISTANT
SURGEONS.
(1912, October).

MEDICAL JURISFRUDENCE AND HYGEINE.

[ In the 15t Professional Ezxamination 2 questions in Medical Jurispru-
dence and 3 in Hygiene should be answered. )

[ In the and Professional Examination 3 question in Medical Jurispru-
dence and 2 sn Hygiene should bz answered |

(1) Give the differential diagnosis between strychnine poiscning
and tetanus.

(2) What is rape ? What are the duties of a doctor when called
upon fo examine the accused and the victim in a case of rape ?

(3) Enumerate the different conditions which constitute grievous
hurt in the Indian Penal Code.

(4) What is mecant by the biological m=thod of dispasal of sewage.
Describe briefly one method.

(8) * Enumerate the different sources of water supply ; comment
on the purity of each,

(6) Cholera breaks out in a jail—Describe the precautions you
would take for stamping out thc disease. What is meant by a ““carier”
of cholera or typhoid fever ?

MEDICINE, &c

[ Only four questions to be answered. |

(1) Give the cause, symptoms, differential diagnosis, prognosis,
and treatment of a case of lobar pneumonia,

(2) Anchyloostomiasis—(zive a brief description of the worm ;des-
cribe mode of entrance to human body, symptoms, a nd treatment,

(3) Enpumerate the different causes of dropsy.

(4) Mention the expectorants in use ; divide into stimulant and
sedative, and state when each sheuld be used.

(5) How many kinds of dysentery are there ? Differentiate bet-
ween them.
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SURGRY, &c.

[ Only four questions to be answered, of whick No (1) is compulsory )

(1) Iritis—Give the causes, symptoms, differential diagnosis,
sequela and trcatment.

(2) Mention the different forms of inguinal hernia, anJ describe
one operation for the radica] cure. ;

(3) Stonc in the bladder—Give the symptoms; mention the
different methods of treatment, and discuss the advantages of each
method,

(4) Burns—Mention the different degrees and the treatment of
each,

(5) Differentiate between sarcoma and carcinoma.

Four questions only to be anwered.
TIME ALLOWED 2} HOURS.

Question r —What is “gangrene P’ Mes=ntion the varieties which
occur and give the symptoms and treatment of case arising in the
comse of diabctes.

Question 2—Give a bricf and concise account of the aseptic method
of treating wyunds.

" Queston 3. What kinds of fracture may occur at the lower end of
the humerus ? Give the diagnosis and treatment of separation of the
lower epiphysis of this bone.

Question 4.—State the surgical anatomy and relation of the spleea.

Question 5 —What ts ‘“pterygium P’  State its causation aod
treatment.

MEDICAL COLLEGE
HONOUR EXAMINATION,
1912.
MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE.
Each question cavries 100 marks
Only two questions to be aaswered in eack Half Daper.
Question 1 in eack paper is compulsory,

First Half,

1. How does the question of 4ge of Conscnt bear on an alleged
case of rape ? What are the precautions necessary to be taken on the
part of a medical man in examining a female alleged to have been
raped ?
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2. Strungulation.—Mention the methods in vogue in this country
of ‘committing the crime. Describe the gosz-mortem appearances,
drawing attention to special points according to mode of causation.

3. Classify the following poisons according to their toxicological
action, mentioning the natural orders to which thcy belong and the
chief active ‘principles they contain in, the case of the vegetabie
poisons : —

Arsenic; Lead , Opium . Aconite ; Oleander; Cyanides; Da-
tura ; Belladonna.

Second Half.

t. Describe the symptqms of strychnine poisoning With what
natural disease.s is it likely to be mistaken, and how would you make
a differential diagnosis ? How would you treat a casc of strychnine
poisoning ? Give the minimuln fatal dose of strychnine and the
average fatal period.

2. Distinguish between common, documentary and expert evidence,
and illustrate your answers by exgmples, Explain how you should
conduct yourself as a medical witness in a court of law.

3. Write all you know about specific fests for human blood,

SECOND L. M. S. EXAMINATION.,
MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE.
1911
Eacl question carries 100 marks.
.First Half,
Any two gueitions to be answered in each Half

1. Eeckymosis—Define the term. Explain the mode of its occur-
rence. Distinguish it from cadaveric lividity. What does its presence
on the cadaver signify ?

2. Cut-throat wounds.—State what points in the character of such
wounds afford presumptive evidence in favour of and against their
being (a) seldinflicted and (4) inflitted by another person.

. 3. Miscarriage.—~How is it classified ? Distinguish the significance
of the term as used in law from that as employed by medical writers
generally.

Second Half.

4 Starvation—Describe the symptoms and postemortem appear-
ances, How long ean an adult live after complete abstinence from
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(a) food alone and (J) food and water ? What have you tosay about
accidential, suicidal and homicidal stravation ?

5. Drowning—Describe concisely the chief post-mortem apper-
ances in death from drowning. It is a alleged that the deceased was
first killed by a blow on the abdomen and then thrown into the water.
What signs would help you tq disprove such an allegation ?

6  Arsenic poisoning -—Give the symptoms, treatment and post-
mortem appearances. State the mimimum fat.l dose of white arsenic
and discribe briefly the method of Reinsch for its detection in viscera.

SECOND L M. S RE-EXAMINATION.
MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE.
1911

Each question carries 100 marks

Any two questions to be answered in each Half paper.

First Half.

1. What is Cortosive Sublimate ? What is its minimum fatal
dose  What are the symptoms of poisoning with this substarce ?
How do the symptoms differ from those of arsenic poisoning ? Describe
the post-mortem appearances and state how you would detect the
poison in the viscera.

2. What is live birth, and what afe its post mortem signs ?

3. Describe the chaiactess of gunshot' wounds, carefully noticing
the points which would help you to decide that they were self-inflicted
in a fatal case,

Second ﬁalf.

4. In the course of a drunken brawl, a man is struck on the angle
of the right lower jaw with a clenched fist and fell to the ground,
falling backwards on the occiput on 3 marbled floor. Blgeding from
the right ear and unconsciousness supervene, and on post-mortem
examination, the skull is found to have a linear fracture abont 3 inches
long in the right middle fossa, extending along the petrous bone and
then laterally upwards, involving the temporal and parietal bones.
Discuss briefly the question of “blow versus fall” in the causation of
the fracture and of death, and the difference in legal bearings in each,
instance.
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5 Unconsciansness.—Mention some of the common causes of thiz
condition and discuss it along with associated symptoms in arriving at
a differential diagnosis.

6. Treatment of poisoning generally —Meation the priuciples on
which this should be based and state under what conditions the use of
(@) emetics and (6) the stomach tube ise«contraindicated State the
difference between a chemical and a physiélogic.al antidote,
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