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PREFACE.

THis narrative, originally written to utilize the other-
‘wisg, vacant hours of an Afghén captivity, has been
long ofit of print, having been withdrawn from publica-
tion by the author, with a view to subsequent revision
and gepublication, should opportunity offer. But
amid the vicissitudes of an Indian career, new duties
and more attrattive subjects gradually withdrew his
thoughts from the saddening reminiscences of the
- K4bul catastrophe. Meanwhile the public mind seemed
to have grown weary of the matter, and the cotem-
porary journal of the author’s distingmshed fellow-
captive, Lady Sale, seemed amply sufficient to supply
whatever popular appetite might still survive for so
plentitul a ¢ supper of horrors.”

But now that history seems to be to some extent re-
peating itself, and with a new Afghin war actually on
our hands, there has been naturally a general rush to
the book-shelves in search of the dusty records of past
transagfions and adventures beyond the Indus, and thus

the quondam captive of Akbar Khén finds himself, not
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~ without some reluctance, yielding to the newly
awakened popular impulse and to the pressure of the
times, and figuring, perhaps superfiuously, as a “ yeteran
on the stage ” in the evening of hfe,

The narrative was originally published simulttneously
with Lady Sale’s volume, and passed rapidly through
several editions before the writer himself had an oppor- |
tunity of reading it in print. His supply of stationery
being scanfy, the manuscript was cramped into the
smallest possible space, and thus admitted of being
conveyed by stealth to General Pollock’s  calop at
Jallalabad. Omn one occasion a considéerable pﬂrtmn
was lost 11 transit and had to be entirely re-written,
no copy having becen kept. After perusal by General
Pollock it was transmitted by him t& Lord Ellen-
borough’s private secretary, the late Sir Henry
Durand, and was then, at his Lordship’s suggestion,
transmitted to the writer’s family in England with a
view to immediate publication.

It may, in fact, be said to have supplied the Brltlsh
public with the first regularly detailed accounts of
the British military and political operations at Kabul
from the outbreak of the insurrection on the 2nd
November, 1841, to the final catastrophe in January,
1842. Tt was written under circumstances more
than usually favourable to ensure strict historic
fidelity ; for, besides having been peraﬂuailjr an eye-
witness throughout, the author found himself in daily
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close proximity with many of the chief survivors,
among whom were the unfortunate General himself
and his second in command, hesides several members
of the military and political stafl. He was thus 1mn a
position te hear and to record much that would other
wise have been beyond his reach ; and, by a diligent and
careful comparison of their various statements and
experiences, as well as by access to the public docu-
ments in their possession, to combine the whole into a
faithinl and; he hopes, impartial narrative, which has so
sahsfaﬂtﬁrﬂv stood the crucial test of time as to be
dedmed worthy to be interwoven with the standard
. histories of that memorable period.

1t has been considered advisable, for the benefit of
reader§ of the pwescnt day, to prefix two preliminary
chapters, the first containing a brief description of
the geography and the mhabitants of Afghdnistin,
derived partly from his own notes, but chiefly from
the best pﬁbﬁshed sources avallable to him while
wintering 1n Italy.

The second chapter gives a retrospective summary
of the first Afghin war, and contains the substance
of a lecture delivered by the author at the Royal
United Service Institution in 1869. It is to be hoped
the reader will thus be alded to a more complete under-
standing of the main narrative,

As a plain relation of facts, he has found but little
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in the fervid ardour of youth, some of his own com-
mentaries on the acts of officers far his superiors m
rank, though made in fearless honesty ok 1purpﬂse,
do not altogether meet the approval of his maturer
judgment, and are, moreover, no longer aeeded to
instigate public inquiry, they have, in the present
" edition, been either modified or altogether omitted.
Tt is hoped that the occasional omission of those
“ youthful indiscretions”” may not be found to detra.ct
from the vital interest of the main na,rratwe, and, that
this revival of an < over-true tale” may be not"without
its public use, even in the midst of present tnumig)hs,
on account of the solemn warnings it conveys, The
valnable 'aid so ‘generously afforded by the author’s
friend Colonel Malleson in superintending this volume.
through the press, in the midst of his own pressing
literary, avocations, demands an expression of more

than ordinary gratitude.
VinceENT EYRE,

Mujor-General, late Royal Artillery (Bengal).
Rome, 1st January 1879.
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THE KABUL INSURRECTION
OF 1841-42.

OHAPTER 1.

Barxr AcocOUNT OF AFGHANISTAN AND s INEABITANTS,

GroerarmIcAL Posirion.—The country now inha-
bited by the numerous tribes known by the common
name of Afghins may be briefly said to be bounded on
the north and north-west by the stupendous mountain
range of Hindd-Khush, or Indian Caucasus, on the
south by Bilichistdn and part of Sindh, on the east
by the great river Indus, and on the west by the ex-
tensive desert tracts that border the Persian cmpire, -
on all sides to an invading army, surrounded as it is by
vast tracts of mountain and desert, the former only to
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narrow defiles where a few hundreds of well aitmed and
resolute men could effectually oppose the passage-of as
many thousands, entitle i} to be considered, “n a mih-
tary sense, as one of the strongest countries in the
whole world, whilst the manly independence of its
hardy inhabitants, their sturdy valour, and their skill
in the use of weapons of war, to which they are trarned
from early boyhood, combine to render theni. far 'from
despicable opponents, especially on their own ground
for even the disciplined wargpiors of Europe.
Citigs.—The chief cities of Afghﬁn;stﬂn are Kﬁbul,
Ghazni, Kandahdr, Hirat, Jallslib4d, and Peshdwai,
each situated 1 a fertile and well-Watered"ira]lej}, en-
closed more or less by lofty hills, and fortified in the -
usual oriental style with high walls, either <f mud,
stone, or brick, with round or polygonal _ﬂankm_n'
towers. Pecshdwar became a Sikh possession in 1823,
and has formed part of the British Indian 'dﬂlﬂiﬂiﬂﬂﬂ
since 1849. -
MounTtains.—The three prmmpal mountain ranges,
from which innnmerable branches diverge in all direc-
tions, are those of Hindd-Khush, Safaid Koh, and
Sulaimén. The first, under which I include the great
Paropamisan chain which forms the northern barrier
extending from east to west, is a continuation of the
great Himélayan range of northern India, the last of
whose long line of giant snow-clad peaks, the Kok-i-
Baba, rears its hoary head about seventy miles to the
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GEOGRAPHICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE. 3

north-west of Kdbul. Its height is cighteen thousand
feet above the sca. Thence to its termination in the
vicinity ~f Hirdt this prodigious rampart of mountains
loses much of its sublimity. The race of people called
Hazdras are dispersed among its valleys, where they
have been scttled from time immemorial.

The Surarp Kom, or great “ White Mountain®’ range,
whose culminating snow-clad peak attains an elevation
~ of fifteen .thousand six hundred and twenty-two feet,
stretches. from eﬁfst to west, between the Khaibar hills
and “Ghazni, like a stupenduus Impassable barrier,
whose minimum height is said to be twelve thousand
five hundred feet, and from whose long uniform ridge
are thrown off an infinity of spurs on either flank to
north and south. At intervals along 1ts course it sends
forth long mountainous ramifications in a southerly
dircction towards Bildchistén, and g1ves rise to several
rivers, including the Arghanddd (a fecder of the Hel-
mand), flowing west towards Kandahir; the Kdbul
niver, flowing north fowards the capital und thence
turning eastward to Peshdawar; the Kuram and Gomdl
rivers, flowing south -and east through the famous
valleys and passes so named, to mingle their respective
 waters with those of the great river Indus in the vicinity
of Isakbel and Derd Ismail Khan.

The Sutarmany range runs in a direction nearly
parallel with the Indus and perpendicular to that of
Sufaid Koh. Its highest peak, the Takht-1-Sulaiman,
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or ““ Throne of Solomon,” 1s eleven thousand five hun-
dred feet above the sea, and -the average height of the
whole range is about equal to that of the Pyrenees.

The vaileys enclosed within these vast mountain
ranges, and their numerous ramifications, are peopled
by almost as many distinct tribes, each governed m a
great mcasure by its own simple laws and customs: of
these a brief account will be given from the best sources
available.

Passgs.-—There are four principal routes available for
military purposes and general traffic between India and
Afghdnistin from along the line of our Indus frontier,
between Peshawar in the north and Rori in the south.
These are known as the Khaibar, the Kurom, the
Gomal, and the Bolan passes. ' -

The direct route from Peshdwar to Kébul lies through
the Khaibar pass, over a total distance of one hundred
and nincty miles.  The pass itself is thirty-three miles
long, and 1s defended, at n distance of eight miles from
its castern entrance, by the fort of Ali Masjid. Sixty-
seven miles beyond that 1s the walled town and fertile
valley of Jallalibad, about one thousand nine hundred
and sixty-four feet above the sea. 'Thence.to Kabul
the route presents a continuous series of ascents and
of tedious and difficult passes; those chiefly worthy of
mention being Ganddmak, Jagdallak, Tizin, Haft Kotul,
and Khurd Kdbul; the latter only ten miles from K4bul
itself, and all have been the scenes of deadly struggles
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with British forces during the first Afghan campaign,
‘with its series of successes, disasters, and final retribu-
tive trivmphs. |

The Kuram valley is entered at Thal s1xty-six miles
from the British fortress of Kohat. A march of fifty
miles along the bank of the river leads to Kurgm fort,
and sixty miles beyond that is the Paiwar pass, at a
height of eight thousand feet above the sea. Thence
to the summit of the Shatar Gardan pass, on the ndge
of the Sufaid Koh, the route lies between precipitous
peaks ~nd over rugged spurs of a most formidable cha-
racter, if defended by 2 skilful and resolute enemy.
The descent to the valley of the Liogar on the northern
side '3 of a similar character, and leads eventually
through a comparatively easy route to Kébul.

The GomaL pass penetrates the Sulaimin range
about sixteen miles west of Tank, through a narrow
defile, with a continuous ascent to Kotal-i-Sarmand,
seven thousand five hundred feet above the sea, one
hundred and forty-five miles by road. Thence following
the course of the river another easy pass leads to the
final ascent .of the crest of a steep mountam range,
beyond which the city of Ghazni is reached.

This route has been followed during many centuries
by the mercantile clan known as Powvindaks, in their
annual journeys to and from India with merchandise,
and who Bﬂldly encounter considerable peril from the
robber tribes that persistently beset their path through
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the passes, obliging them to fight their way with loss of
life and property, and yet stﬂl adhere {o their favounte
time-honoured. route. o -

The Boldn pass has its éntrance near-the town of
Didar, seven huvndred and forty-two feet above the
sea, and five hundred miles south of the thib@? pass.
There is a continuous ascent through the- Hél4 moup-
tains for sixty miles to the crest of the pass, whlch 18-
five thousand eight hundred feet ﬂbﬂVE the s6a, and |
thence to Qetta, which has an elevation of five thﬂusand
five hundred and fﬂrty feet. The Bolén rive= tlows
through the greater portion of the pass. - The l'aat-t-hreel _
miles are very contracted, between *tﬂwermg preclp1touﬂ .
cliffs.

Qerra has lately become - an advanced Bntmh
frontier post, and is distant one hundred and fifty miles
from Kandahér; to reach which it is necessary to
traverse the Pishin valley and the lofty Khojak pass,
which reaches an elevation of seven thousand four huxn-
dred and fifty feet; whence to the plain of Kandahar
there is a long descent of four thousand feet.

Crimate.—The superior coolness and salubrity of the
climate in most parts of Afghénistin would appear to
be due less to the differences of latitude than of eleva-
tion. The following table exhibits the comparative |
heights of the principal places on the two grand routes
lately travelled by our armies, and, as a general rule,
the climate may be said to improve in proportion to
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the increase of altitude. (I derive the heights here
given from Major Hough’s valuable narrative of the
march and operations of the army of the Indus. )

. E "'P v Ahfvg {;%1% seq.| Above the sean.
- eshawar ., . geb.d .4 -y
£ |Janétbéa . . 1964 ,, | B.E %ﬁﬁ‘;rpur L 2o feet
,g | Bultdnpur . . 2,300 ,, [% 3 S bolin 4, »
S5 | Fathébéd . . 3,008 ., |B® |Sivibolin . . 4494
oy B abas ’ ? Hay | Qettah(inthe val-

& )} Genddmak. . 4,616 ,, LEI ey of Shawl) 5,837
EM Jagdallak . .. 5875 g'ﬂ Koj gk’ ARS 7,487 )
HQITizin . .. 6488 °,, [ AT Jak Pass . . »

+ oo = | Kandahar ., 3,484,
g |HaftKotal . 8178 ,, |93 | (NENG e S
% | Khird-Kébol . 7,466 ,, |5M Ghazoi . . . woog
S (Kébal . . . 6247 , |88 ™™ e b &

At PesLiwar and Jallalibad the summer heat, though
less intense than in India,-is still dreadfully oppressive
and unfavourable in its effects on the European consti-
tation.” On. the Kabul route the temperate climate
b‘eé‘ina -at Gandémak, beyond which snow usually
covers the ground during the middle of ‘winter, when
few travellers expose themselves voluntarily to the
risks and inconveniences of the road. On the route
from Shikérpur to Kandahar the Bolin pass forms a
stmilar boundary between the hot and cold climates ;
Dédar, which lies on the south side, being insufferably
hot, whilst' the splendid valley of Shawl, at the northern
extremity, enjoys a delightfully cool and healthy tem-
perature. The Khojak pass, through which lies the
direct iin_e of communication between Qettah and
Kandahér, being blocked up by snow during winter, all
traffic along that route is suspended. Nevertheless,
the riecorous winters for which Kibul and Ghazni are
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so notorious are unknown at Kandahir, where snow
seldom falls, and where an army can with ease keep
the field throughout the year. Snow begins to cover
the hills around Kdbul about the beginning of October,
but seldom visits the plain before December, when it
accumulates fast upon the ground until the end of
January or middle of February, from which period to
the end of April rain falls in great abundance. The
remainder of the year is dry. | .
Trises.—The principal Afghéin tribes, of whom 1t is
desirable to give some account in this work, a8 Ccom-
prised 1n four ereat divisions, viz, — "
1. The Abdalis, or Dirénis.. o
2. The Ghalzis. L
3. The Birdirinis. -
4. The Kaukars.
The two' first are distributed over that portion of
Afghénistin which lies west of the" Sulaimin range,
whilst the two last occupy the less civilized tracts on
the opposite side of it. |
Duranis,—The Abdélls, or Dirdnis, as they are
more commonly designated, arc divided into nine great
clans, of which the four principal are the Popalzis,
Alakhzis, Baurikzis, and Achikzis. These again  are
subdivided into Kheils, or families, of which by far the
most eminent is that of the Sadifzfs, a branch of .
the Popalzis, which, from  a very remote period, has:
been reearded as the head of all the Diranis.

-
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From %13 distinguished stock s]_:mra,ng the celebrated
Ahmad Shéh, the founder of the Duréni monarchy,
by whose talents, energy, and pmdence the Afghan
nation was for the first timc united under a native
king, and-whose grandson, Shih ShuJa-ul-Mulk was
destined, a century later, to become a tool in the
hands of European politicians, and to experience some
of the most extraordinary reverses of fortune that are
recorded in the annals of the world.

The: whole Dﬁr&ni population is conjectured to fall
little sort of one million souls. |
" The khéns, or chiefs, hold their lands by military
tenure, originally granted by their Persian congueror,
Nadir~ Shah, -on the express Lstipulatiﬂn that they
should ~furnish a horseman for every plough, the per-
formance of which engagement has been exacted as
rigidly as circumstances would admit by every sub-
sequent occupant of the throne. Under the Saduai

dynasty all the great offices of state were monopolized
by chiefs of the Ddrdni tribe, who having been
mainly instrumental in. the original constitution of the

empire, and being bound by the ties of clanship to
their monarch, were naturally considered to have a
primary claim to honorary rewards and courtly dis-
tmctmns Fach of the great Durani clans has, or
had, its own Sirddr, or commander chosen by the king
out of the head family, the Sirdir in his turn appoint-
ine some of the leading khins to the chief civil and
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military control of each whis, or subdiviston of a
clan. -
The administration- of justice in crimapal. Ea;md civil
cases 18 not, hDWEVEI‘ except 1n la.rge towns - and: GltlES
entrusted to any one individual, but has, ﬁ’aﬁif tlIIlE ,
immemorial, been vested in a ﬁrga ‘01‘ ﬂﬂumn]y com-~
posed, in the more important cases, of the’khéfs,
elders, and mullas of the n31ghhuurhnﬂﬂ “hut mlimr'
offcnces and disputes are settled by wllage ﬁrgas,
elected by the people themselves. = |

This primitive system of Judmamre is. lmt lﬁ'ucuhar
to the Dirinis, but is common to . all ‘the; Afghin
tribes.

The title of Khdn was held, ander t]':l& s moriarcay, by
a patent from the klng, but 1s beajzowm{ by genera]
courtesy on the petty chiefs of each small comrunity.
Every such titular khan mvarmbly resides in -his own
little fort, or castle, commonly built in a square form,
with high mud walls about twelve feet thick, atthe base
and tapering to the same number of inches at. the top,
having numerous loopholes for musketry;and flanked
at each angle by substantial towers or:bastions. These
forts, scattered far and wide over the fa,pe of the whole
country, each having its little orchard a.ttached and
surrounded by verdant fields of cultivation, with per-
chance a gushing rivulet shaded by the willow, poplar,
-and oleaster, in graceful groups, form one of the most
pleasing characteristics of Afghdn sﬂenery
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The Ddrénis, like the majority of Afghdn tribes,
are divided into agricultural and pastoral classcs, the
former having their fixed places of residence, and the
latter dwelling altogether in tents, with which they
form largc camps and move about with their flocks and
herds to find pasture. The Achikzis are almost wholly
'pa,stnral and possess a large portion of the mountaln
range of Khojd -Amram as well as of the neighbouring
plains, They are greatly-addicted to plunder, and arc
the least civilized of all the Durdnis ; yet as soldiers
they rank high, and their Sirdars have generally exer-
cised a more than .ordinary share of mﬂuence in the
Lﬂuntry o

Each Ddréni  village has its mulld, or Muhamma-
dan teacher, by whom the offices of religion are per-
formed.  Caonsiderable attention and regularity is
evinced by the commonalty in offermg up their
daily stated prayers. Hospitality ‘is one of the most
pleasing traits in . the popular character, every
stranger being secure of a ready wclcome to such
entertainment as they ean provide. To these
remarks the Achikzis form a solitary exception,
being alike careless nf the rites of hospitality and of

religion.

The personal appearance of the Diranis is manly
and prepossessing, their features are generally well
formed and strongly defined, and their .manners are
Cealdar atherwice than frank. social. and friendly 1n
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the extreme. The conversation of the upper orders is
olten renmrkablj animated, intelligent, and free from
prejudice and bigotry, a freedom which constitutes
them, on the whole, very agrecable companions., These
cxcellent traits are somewhat counterbalanced by the
vices common, in a greater or less degree, to all
Asiatics, among the most prominent of which ma.jf be
ciumerated avarice, duplicity, sensuality, meanness,
and revenge, but in these, as in most other respects,
they exhibit a manifest superiority to all other Afghén
tribes, by whom they are in conscquence I'Ega.rdud with
a proportionate degree of respect. |

(ruanzis.—The Ghalzis next claim our attention.
They were formerly the most powerful, and are still the
most numerous, of all the Afghdn tribes. Their name
is supposed to indicate a Turkish origin, but their settle-
ment 1n Afghdnistdn is referred to a very remote
period, and their militai*y power and prowess are re-
corded by some of the earliest Muhammadan writers.
[n the carly invasions of India by the Afghéns they
tcok a prominent part, but their fame reached its
ciimax by their conquest of Persia early in the last
century, over which country, after having defeated in
successton the armies of the Ottoman empire, they
cstablished their dominion under three consecutive
kings, |

The last of these Ghalsi monarchs was driven from
his throne by Nadir Shih. then in the mornine of his
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fame, ﬂmugh not without a prolonged and desperate
resistance on the part of the former.

- With Lim the power of the Ghalafs expired, but they
nevertheless maintained a fierce and obstinate struggle
for their liberties in Afghdnistdn on the invasion of
that country by the samc ambitious warrior. Their
defenc:e'ﬂf_ Kandahédr lasted for eighteen months, and
was only terminated by a desperate but unsuccessful
sortie, 1 which great numbers were slain. Their
ascendancy reccived its final blow by the rise of the
rival tr'be of Dirénis to supreme power under Ahmad
Shib. '

The remembrance of their supersession still cmi-
bitters-the minds of the Ghalzi nobles, who regard their
successful rivals with undisguised jealousy and dislike,
although in some of the leading families of the present
day these inimical feelings have been mmuch abated by
judicious intermarriages. The Ghalzi chiefs excreise
but little influence or authority in their own tribes
beyond the circle of their own immediate dependants.
In this respect. their position differs from that of the
Durini nobles, who derived additional powers from
the crown, the stability of which must however in a
great measure depend on the maintenance of a settled
government in the country., Under the monarchy
a Ddrdni governor was appointed by the King over
the whole Ghalzi tribe, in whom authority was vested
for the management of the rev enue, the maintenance
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of troops, and the administra,tiun of juatice_ix_i all cases
requiring his interference. | |

Under such a system the influence of the G]:lalm
khins gradually dcelined, the people hecommg ACTUS- -
tomed to act independently of them, and refemng
almost every dispute to the village yirga. |

The absence of any minor local cﬂntrn]]mg autho-
rities renders blood feuds of common GCCHI‘I‘BHGB, both
between private individuals and whole cﬂmmumtleq-
The Ghalzis to the west of Ghazni conférm more
nearly to the Ddrdnis in. their general hab ta than
those to the cast of that city. They are,. taken a8 a
whole, a brave, hardy, warlike, and hanﬁsame race,
simple and frugal in their fare, ]JE}ESBSEHIg grea., bodily
strength, stern, violent, vindictive, 1mpa,tleut of con-
trol, intelligcent, energctic, and ever rea,dy ta unite
under their own chiefs against a’ cnmmﬂn fme or in a
popular cause. - ~ |

Though all are either husbandmen or shepherds_, yet
cvery man can, on emergency, at once transform him-
self into a soldier. They are more ignorant and bar-
barous than the Didrinis, and possess a large share of
their virtues and vices in common, h |

Under the restraining and improving mﬂuence of a
strong and civilized government they might probably
be transformed into valuable subjects, but there seems
little likelihood of any such desirable metamorphosis
at present. The following table exhibits the distribu-
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e

tion, numbers and ﬂcﬂupatmns of the different divi-
sions nf the tribe :—

. -.J)IETRIBHTIDN OF THE GHALZI TrIiBEs.

™ e

w77 No. of 5 -
‘Family.) - Clan, - Fl?m i  Locality. Genteral observations,
i, |- Hes. .

. 1 Hotaki - . 6,000 Bmlth of Mu-~ | Chiefly fc-ﬂnw agneulture and
TN N - kur range. commeree, but live much in
< [ Tokhi .7 12,000 | Qalit-i- Ghalzi, | tentsand feed floeks,

JE P | valley of Tar- :
*'ﬂf-d : - : nak, and Thill
é & ct}untr}r on edye
% _ of Paropamisan
N I . mountains.
"'.__E"ln.imﬁ.nh 85,000 | Eagt and north ~—Aﬁmﬂdma in Altimir
- Khail, |- 1 - of Ghazni, ' a;ucl Spaiza, and are pastoral.
- L ' . : Stanizis, north of Ghazni; ngri-

cultaral.

5 o | Quisar XKhail and Tgmailzis,
2 L o south and east of Ghaznf,
E _ R ' and part of Zurmat; agrl-
ko T _ 1 cultural and pastoral.
H ABkhail . 8,000 | Plain of Zurmat Agrmultml
& ||Bahdk: ,| 6,000 | Pughmdn ard | Agricultural and pastoral.
g Jy .1 - Kharwar,
e Andar .1 12,000 | Shilghar . . .| Agrioultural.
o Taraki . | 12,000 | Mukirand neigh-| Agricultura] and pastoral,
v L .~ 1 bourhood, .
*. Kharoti ~ | 6,000 | Hills between | Agricultural and pastoral.
R ' Gomdl  river ' '
é [ and  Sulaimdn
Shirdn. -~ | 6,000 | Part of Koh-D4- | Agricultural and pastoral,

man and along
| bank of Kdbnul
o river.

— ~—

Birouranis.—The Birdirani tribes are next to
be considered. They are strictly an agricultural
people, and inhabit the hills and plains east and north
of the Sulmmén range, extendmg from the foot of the
Indian Caucasas to the latitude of Dera Ismail Khian,
and including every imaginable variety of climate from
the bleak. wintrv. and searcelv hahitahle vaginiha af
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vercnnial snow, to the equally uncomfortable extreme
of excessive heat..

The only clans requiring particular mencion here
are the Yidsufzis and the Khaibaris, the former inha-
biting the mountains and vallcys north of Peshiwar,
and the latter the 111111 regions on the right bank of
ihe Kabul river between Jalldlibdd and the Indus.
South of these arve the Khattaks, Bangashis, Tirts,
and Wazfrts, together with the numerous. clans of
Ddmdm, which latter are considered altogether dis-
tinet from the Birdirdnis. To the left of thke Kibul
river arc the Momands and Tarkaldinis, the latter
nossessing the country called Bajur. |

Yusurzis.—Llphinstone estimates the Yisufef popu-
lation at seven lmmlf_ed thousand souls. They are
the most vielous and barbarous of all the_MQh:ius,
and being perpetually engaged in intestine strife are
in o state but little removed from anarchy, blood
feuds being so numerous that there are few villages
whenee the husbandman dares to venture forth to
plough and sow unarmicd with his sword and rifle.
The collection of revenue has ﬂ'eﬂerally beén found
impracticable. Yct,sunk as they are 1n the very depths
- of depravity, m no part of Afghinistan are the ontward
observances of the Muhammadan religion so strictly
observed and intolerance so unhappily prevalent.

The Sikks, during their rule 1n the Panjab, found the
Visufzis to be brave and formidable opponents, ren-
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dering the' .continued presence of a large force at and
around Peshdwar necessary to inspire dread and enforce
submxsm@n._ 1 .may add that the Ydsufz soldiers who
were Enlisféd' in the British service during our first
ﬂampalgn n Afghénistén, performed excellent and
faithful ‘service on various occasions under Captain
Fems and uth&r English officers. |

Kuasaris. — The Khaibari tribes are so called
from inhabiting the Khaibar mountains, separating the
| va]ley of Peshawar from that of Jalldldbad.

Th}é range, in fact, forms the north-eastern barrier
of Afghﬁnistﬁﬁ through whose stupendous defiles the
tide of invasion was wont to pour its predatory hordes
of hardy warriors from.the north-west into the rich
and fertlle plains of Hinddst4n. The Khatbaxris,
firmly -established cs the acknﬂwledged ‘guardians of
this 1mpnrt&11t thﬂrﬂughfare have not failed to reap
every pusalble advantage from their pﬂmtmn by
levying ‘a heavy tollon'every traveller, from the in-
vading conqueror at the head of his armed hosts down
to the solitary and peaceful wayfarer venturing
with his little stock of merchandize to a distant
market, = - -

Besldes the toll levied on travellers, the Khalbarls
have for many generations past received an annual
stipend from the ruler of Kdabul for the benefits derived
from an opexn road for commerce, | |

The three principal clans are the Afrzdz.s' the
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Shainwaris, and the Urakzis, nmumbering altogether
about twelve thonsand souls. o

They are esteemed excellent marksmen - with the
Afghén jazail, or rifle, which has an iron or wooden
projection at the end of the barrel, which they rest on
the ground, and thus take steady and effectual aim at a
distance of eight hundred yards. They are prover-
bially faithless in their engagements, being constantly
tempted by the hope of plunder, to attack parties
whose safety they have previously guarantged. .

-

INDEPENDENT PaTHAN TRIBES ON THE PANGAB FRONTIER.

L I n '
Tribes. Frontier Districts adj Dini;::.g-.
Hussainzis . . . . . . . . Hazira. -
Jadans ™ n
Bonairwaig a g
Swatis .
FRiin ‘i $ . - + - .- - FPeshiwar

Uamankhailis
Upper Momands | | | o
Afridis . . . . . .. Te . Peghaiwar and Knhr:ih. '

Bazotis - R ’

Sipahs

Urakzis .. . . . . Kohat.

Zimasht Afghans

Tharls J

Waziris L e e e e e Kohat and Dera Ismail Khan.
%};ﬂf:;;?ﬂ ; Dera Ismail Khdn.
Khitrdns . . + . - - « « . Dera Ghazi Khin.

These people are barbarians of a rude patriarchal type
—without any government beyond the ¢ jirgas,’” or
Councils of Elders, and without any religion beyond
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the worst form of Muhammadanism. Blood for blood,
and fire and sword against all mﬁdels_, are their ruling
1deas, rThey are priest-ridden, sensual, avaricious, and
predatory ; faithless, also, and blﬂudthlraty. Each
tribe and section of a tribe has its internecine WArS,
each family its hereditary blood feuds, and each indi-
‘vidual his personal foes. Consequently they are
always armed, even while grazing cattle, driving beasts
of burden, or tilling the soil. They. will undertake
military service, but are impatient of discipline,
and are true to their salt unless led away by fana-
“ticism.

The task of establishing friendly relations with tribes
so fickle and treacherous is one of extreme difficulty—
fI'lE:IldEhlP with one tribe is apt to be enmity with
another; and treaties ratified .one day are repudiated
the next. Nnthmg unites them but a common danger,
and & common jealousy of the intrusion of strangers.

These tribes always resisted Sikh rule, under which
such heavy duties were levied as to reduce trade to the
lowest ‘ebb, and heavy revenue was demanded from

those tribes within the Sikh border.
~ Conciliatory measures have been adopted under
British rule, transit duties have been abolished, tax-
ation reduced, and friendly relations cultivated.

The border Pathdns are freely admitted into the publm
service, military, police, or ¢ivil, Charitable dispen-
saries have been established all along the border. open,
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free of charge, to all nafionalities and creeds, and
patients are often fed at the pubhe expenae Land and
water communications have been improved, nﬂw roads
cnnstructed serals and restmg places set 1113 Where
required, and weekly steamers established. . m:_l_.._ the
Indus. . | '-_f
Satisfactory results have  followed. The fﬂrmer
hatred against the ruling power is passing away, raids,’
once chronic, arc now exceptional; cultivation is‘rapidly’
extending ; and many frontier clans pray for prutectmn
and permission to settle in British territory- . The
trade through the Pcshiwar passes is rap1d1y uwreaﬂ*
ing. The tolls on the Indus ferries have risen frDm
four thousand rupees in 1857 to twenty-five thouﬂa,nd .
in 1867. The tonnage on the Upper Indus: ha& n-
creased from eight hundred boats with ca,rgnes aggre- f
gating two hundred and sixty-five thousand maunds in
1855, to more - than three thmusand boats mth nea.rly
one million and a quarter maunds in 1865—66 '
Mercantile fairs are about to be established at Pesh—
awar and Dera Ismail Khin. The study of Pushtd
is encouraged by rewards, and Pushtd schools “in the
interior of frontier districts are aiding in the wnrk ﬂf L
civilization. -
Kdkars.—The Kékar tribes occupy a Ia,rge tract
of country to the south of the Khoja Ammﬂ moun-
tains and to the.north-west of Bildchistén. They
are chiefly a pastoral people, yet possessing many small
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hlghly-cultwated valleys | Though more rude and
ignorant,: they ' are far - less turbulent than other
Afghﬁus, but owing to their remote position they
are” aléo. less known and appreciated ; nor are they
of Elﬂﬁﬂl“ﬂt mmportance, in a political or IIHlltﬂl‘jF
view, tﬂ reqmre a more Ienﬂthened nﬂtme in t]:ns
work. m

Tn the four great tribes already described the com-
" mon name of Afghdn strictly appertains, but besides
theséﬁfghﬁnistﬁn has other inhabitants, of an.origin
a.ltogeﬁler distinet, of whom 1t is expedient to give a
- separate account. The most important of these are
the Tmﬁks and the Hazdras. ~

Taﬂks ~The Tajiks, though now fﬂrmug a part
a.nd parcel of the Afghan nation, were formerly a dis-
tinet people, and are supposed by Mr. Elphinstone to
be d_escanded from those Arabian soldiers of the
Prophet who; in the first century of Muhammadanism,
after overrunning the whole of Persia and Tirkistén,
and iimpa’g'ating their Taith by force of arms in those
cnuutrmﬂ carried the war into Afghénistin, where
théy obtamed possession of the plains, but the inha-
bltants subsequently, cullectmg their forces in the
mountains and descending upon their invaders, par-
tially reduced them to a state of dependence from
which they have never since emerged. |

These are now mixed up with the Afghin popula-
tion. to whom thev have hecome in most resnects
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assimilated, and ‘with whom th_ey freqnentl'y inter-
marry.

They possess but little landed property, anu reside
principally in the meighbourhood of the large towns,
where they employ themselves in manufactures or
trade, or as servants to Afghdn masters, They are
usnally denominated Pdrsiwdns. |

Kohistinis.—Of those Téajiks who retained. the1r
independence and landed possessions, the ‘people now
called Kokistdnis are the modern representatives,
These differ widely from their subjugated brethren,
and possess the strong, fertile, and extensive *preﬁneeﬁ
of Kohistdn, to the north of Kdbul, comprising the,
valleys of Panjshir, Ghurband, and Nijrdo.” The
Kohist4ni population has been estimated at forty
thousand. 'The principal town is Istdlif, situated at the
hase of the Ghurband mountains, and unsurpassed in
picturesque beauty. .

The houses being bwlt on the slope of a hili, and
rising 1n a succession of irregular terraces, one above
another, form an imposing spectacle, the beauty and
ecrandeur of which 1s greatly augmented hy the 1nnu-
merable orchards and vineyards that enliven the sur-
rounding landscape, and the magnificent snow-clad
peaks of Hindd-Khush, with its mountainous pro-
geny spreading their mazy branches far and wide,
towering in the rear and perfecting a picture that has
but few parallels in nature. Istilif is celebrated for
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the auperitjr éxcellence of its fruit, but more especially
of its grapes, which are grown in prodigious abun-
dance, aud in size, flavour, and variety are perhaps
equal to any in the world. Apples, pears, peaches, |
apricots, plums, cherries, and other European fruits,
grow. in the greatest profusion, but the mulberry tree
is more extensively planted than any other, the dried
frait- being ground into flour and converted into bread,
- which forms a cheap and wholesome article of food for
the common people. The XKohistanis are rude,
violent,"and contentious, their chief delight being in
war. They are very efficient as infantry, especially in
mountain warfare, and can take the field in large
bodies, at the shortest notice, subsisting for 'weeks
together on dried mulberries alone, of which each
soldier carries a bagful. The people are more com-
pletely. under the control of their khéns than is the
~case with any of the tribes before noticed.

They are regarded by their neighbours with mingled
feelings of dread, distrust, and aversion. They have
generally resisted every attempt to render them tribu-
tary to the Kabul rulers, and have alwa.}rs enjoyed a
considerable degreﬂ of 1ndependence.

Hazdras.—The Hazdras inhabit the Paropamisan
mountains between Hirat and Kébul, and though for-
merly composing but one people have long been
divided by religious schism into two sects or branches,
the Sunis and the Shiahs, the former occupying the
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western, and the latter the eastern, half of. their wild
and rugged country. The Suni Haziras are usually
called dimdks, whilst the Sﬁzeh branch alone retelne
the name of Hazdras. S

Their square Tatar features eumeiently dlstmg‘meh
~them from the Afghdns, independent of their many
essential differences in other vespects. The  Aimdks
dwell almost wholly in tents, feeding flocks eﬁd calti- -
vating the few arable strips of land that n;atura has

allotted them. Their chiefs possess many stronghelds
in the most inaccessible parts of the meﬁntﬁine ef.nd ~
exercise an almost despotic sway over thelr own
tribes. | L

The Hazdras dwell in open vﬂlegee defended by
high towers, and the chiefs in -small forta:. _ Their
country 18 more rugged and barren, and 11;_e_ climate
more mclement, than that of the Aimégks. They are
umple, good humoured, and sociable, but hot ‘tém-
pered, and, when their enmity is aroused, at once stub-
born, fierce, and revengeful. They are een_eten_ﬂy +
engaged in strife, either amongst themselves or against
the Aiméks, Uzbegs, and Afghdns, sturdily resisting
the payment of tribute to the Kébul government when-
ever opportunity offers. In religion they are zealously
attached to their own sect, and uncompromising in
their hatred of all Sunis. Their chiefs are, with a
few exceptions, equally despotic as those of. their
Ar 2k hrathren - R
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Kamlba&kzs —1I next prnceed to notice the principal
foreign settlers whose numbers, wealth, and influence,
qﬁtltle_ ._.,them to distinct consideration. Foremost

among these are the Kazilbdshis, or Persian colonists,
 who emigrated from their own country in the time of
| Nﬁdlr Shah, and of whom not less than twelve thou-

sand dwell in the city of Kabul alone, where they

-occupy a fortified quarter called the Chandaul. They
~ have smaller settlements in the towns of Kandahér and
.Hll'ﬁt and have obtained several small erants of land
ih various other parts of'the country.

Mﬂny of the chiefs held situations of trust and im-
partance under the PDurini monarchs.

“Amid the frequent struggles for the empire that
‘have distracted the land after the death of Ahmad
Shéh, their usual policy has been to ma,intaiﬁ an armed
neutralltjr, cautiously abstaining from joning either
party untll the issue of the struggle seemed no longer
doubtful, wheti they of course declared in favour of
the strongest. But although politically timid, they are
peraﬂnally brave, and, being able to muster a strong
force i in the field, they are always certain of being wel-
- comed 'as acceptable auxiliaries to whichever party they -
attach themselves. |

The sectarian differences in religion between them
and the Afghdns must _ever prevent anyfﬁing like

real cordiality on either side, the - Kazilb4shis being
JQIJ;HIIEI"E}I# +ha Paveiare whilet all +ha ﬁfﬁ]‘iﬁﬂﬁ s
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Sunts in faith, The Kazilbashis are vain and fond
of display. They usually dress well, and attend more
to domestic comfort and personal cleanliness than the
Afghéns, who are very careless of such matters.” They
also surpass the latter in general refinement-and civili-
zation, but are inferior to them in manly virl:ues al_ld .
in religious toleration. . S
Arabs.—The drabs are the only other fﬂrmgn settlera |
of any importance. They are computed at two thou-
sand families, and a large portion of their number were
employed under the Durinf monarchs to garrison
the B4ld Hisar, or royal citadel, of Kabul. | )
Shih Shuji, on his restoration to the throne n
1839, enlisted several hundreds in his service, Whn
remained faithful to him amid his subsequent dis-
asters. "
Description of Kdbul.—The city of K4bul haa ‘been
so often described that its principal features must be
already pretty familiar to the majority of English
readers. The traveller who for the first time ap--
proaches it from the direction of Jalldlabdd, after
having passed through the savage defiles and toiled
over the barren steeps that intervene, feels both re-
lieved and delighted, on entering the plain of Kébul,
by the cheerful and picturesque aspect of the distant
city, descried afar off in a gorge between two lofty
hills, up and along whose steep and rocky ridges 1s
iscermihle a lone line of massive wall, with numerous
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half-ruined towers, once forming an imposing barrier
- of defence against the sudden and devasta.tmg 111rnadﬂ
of the western tribes.

On the left, or eastern extremity, occupying a low
spur of hill and commanding the entire town, the B4la
Misér, or citadel, with its lofty stone walls, bulky bas-
tiens, and enclosed crowd of high-storied dwellings,
forms a striking ohject. The mountains of Pughmdn
and Koh Ddmdn, covered with snow during two-thirds
of the year, form a magnificent background to the
scene. Green fields of various kinds of grain and
clover, blossammg orchards, and small square forts,
are thickly interspersed over the adjacent plains, which,
however,” are intersected on the eastern side by low
barren hills that somewhat mjure the otherwise rich
and -extensive prospect. On the western side of the
city, and separated from it by the gorge through which
the Kdbul river flows, is a most beautiful valley, vary-
ing in width from eight to twelve miles, encircled by a
succession of mountain ranges whose most distant
summits reflect a dazzling glare from their white
mantles of perennial snow. On the gentle slopes at
the hase. are well-stocked orchards, cultiva_ted terraces,
and villages embosomed in wood, whilst] the plain
below presents to view one vast garden of lavish plenty
through which the river of Kébul and its tributary

streams pursue their winding courses, distributing their
crvetal waters en ronte amang innnmerahls aviifacal
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canals that diverge in all directions to irrigate’ the
upland fields. .

Castles, villages, orchards, and pla.ntatmns of pﬂplar,
willow, and other trees, are thickly scattered over the
diversified landscape, the view of whick from an
eminence near Bdbar’s tomb deservedly cﬂnstltutea :
one of the chief boasts of Kabul. The city is very ifTée-
gularly laid - out, and, with exception of the cele-
" brated covered bazar and the tomb of Talmur Shﬁh
ﬂnnt&med no public buildings at all stmkmﬂ' * The
streets are narrow, and the houses lotty - with fiat roofs,
To many of the better sort of private dweflmgs a
garden is attached. The la,rgest portion of the mty'"
stands on the right bank of the miver, ‘the nppumte mde_ '
being principally lined with walled gardens a.Pd prwa.te
forts of the upper classes. |

The covered bazar consisted of five ﬂpen squares-
connected by four arcades, down the centre of which a
marble - aqueduct conveyed a small running stream.
The sides were lined with shops exhlbltmg a Wealthy-
display of home and foreign produce. N

That which most excited a stranger s adrniration was
the number of fruiterers’ shops, where every variety of
tempting and delicious fruit was piled up in matchless
profusion. | |

#® The former no longer exists, having heen deatmyed b}' Ganera.l
Pollock in October, 1842, as an act of retributive vengeance for the
msult thnre offered to the body of a British envoy on -the 23rd of

Ml o d =uk
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Crowds of busy merchants and lounging idlers, in
the various costumes of Asia, thronged this favourite
mart, durmg the greater part of the day and night, ex-
cepting on FI‘]I'].EI}'S when the shops of all true believers
‘were shut and business suspended, whilst the inhabi-
tants attended to their religious duties, or- enjoyed
thmr._dwarﬁsmn_,s m the gardens and fields of the
suburbs. The garden that contains the tomb of the
Emperﬂr Bébar was theu usual place of resort on these
oceasions; and they cnuld not possibly have selected a
more svithble spot. One of the strangest sights in
Ké’thul is that of the ladics gliding about the crowded -
streets enveloped: from head to feet in white sheets,
haﬂng a very small network in front of.the eyes to
peep through. This ghostly costume affords the most
perfect concealment to both face and figure, and has a
tendency to excite a feeling of curiosity in all foreign
beholders.. That is, under the circumstances, VEry ex-
cusable, their reputation for beauty being amply sus.
tamed by the handsome features and rosy complexions
of their offspring. So impenctrable is the disguise of
this out-door dress, the fashion of which is never
varied, that it is impossible for a man to dmtmgulsh
his own wife when he mects her abroad.

The facility thus afforded for Intrigue may he easily
. coneeived, ﬂlth{}'llﬂ‘}l it is probable that even the most :
fertile imagination of an Englishman would fall short-
of the reahty - -
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The plains to the north and east of Kabul are low
and swampy in many places, being subject, during the
rainy months, to inundation from the river.

Much more might be written illustrative of a cﬂuutry
and people that recent events have rendered so n-
teresting to Englishmen, hut I believe there is aﬂa.rcely
anything of importance on these subjects that may not
be found most ably and adequately described in -the
admirable work of the Hon. Mountstuart Elphinstone,
‘the corrcetness of whose mformation has now been
fully tested, and in hardly a single instance impugned.

iy
+
. r
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CHAPTER IL

A BeTrosPECT or TRE FIrst ArcumaN WAR.

PerraP3 no Governor-General of India ever assumed
the reing of office with more benevolent inclinations
and more peaceable intentions than Lord Auckland in
1836; yet, within less than two years, he plunged
headlong into a war to which, there is reason to believe,
he was all along -secretly averse, and which has been
since stamped by universal public opinion as the most
unjust, ill-advised, and unnecessary that had ever
_engaged the energies of a British army, or risked the
honourable reputation of the British name throughout
the East, .

It is now a well-established fact that the initiative
in the Afghin war was taken in opposition to the
opinion, and even in defiance of the protests, of the
Court of Directors, who were-at that time the nominal
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‘trustees of Indid ; and that a large share of the respon-
sibility belongs to Her Majesty’s Ministers' i England,
who, in common -with Lord Auckland’s official advisers,
believed that the stability of our Indian empire” was
being so seriously threatened by the warlike ﬂpﬂfaﬁé&m
of Persia, secretly influenced by Russian diplomacy in
‘Central Asia, as to render it absolutely necessary. for
the rulers of India to arousc themselves to ward off the

impending danger by some outward demnn%trﬁtion of
power In that quarter. o

" A new monarch had recently succeeded to the thrcm{,
of Persia, whose partialities had betrayed themselves in-
favour of a Russian alliance, in opposition to the in-
terests of (ireat Britain, whose influence had heretofore
prevailed over all rivals' at the Court of Tehran ;, m;d
among the earlicst results of this “hange, was the deter-
mination to hurl a Persian army against the fortress. of
Hir4t, which had long been in possession of the Afgh4ns,
but to which an old claim on the part of Persia was
now cenveniently revived. )

A general belief prevailed among Eurnpea,n and
Asiatic diplomatists of that period that the possession
of Hirat by Persia must necessarily threaten hot only
. the safety of Afghdnistan, but of the rich plains of the
Panjib (at that time in-possession of the great Sikh
ruler Ranjit Singh)} and of British India lying beyond.
Therefore it was but natural that Afghdns, Sikhs, and
English should be ‘anxious for some sort of alliance
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for PIII‘PUEES. of mutnal defence againatl a Ccominon
eneniy

But, when it is considered what large disciplined
forces might have been easily concentrated on any
threatened point of our Indian frontier, how powerful
an army of friendly Sikhs at that time occupied the
Panjib, and what formidable physical obstacles the
mtervening country presents at all times to the march
of a large invading force, hampered with artlllery:,
commissariat, and other nccessary impedimenta, it is
difficult_to account for the panic that s0 generally
prevailed, on any other rational ground than a con-
sciousness of some weak and combustible points 1n
the heterogeneous fabric of our Indian empire, which
might cause it to collapse or explode suddenly and
disastrously on the” application of any sufficiently
.exciting forces from without.

It 1s to be hoped that the interval of forty vears
which has since elapsed has gradually placed our
moral and material hold of India upon a much sounder
basis than then existed, h

At that time the chief power in Afghdnistin was
in the able hands of Dost Muhammad Khén, whose
capital was Kdbul and three of whose brothers 20-
verned at Kandahar. Hirdt itself was held as an inde-
pendent prineipality by Shih Kdmran, a Saddzf prinee,
whose father and uncles once reigned over Afghdnistin,
betraying and supplanting each other by turns, until
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themselves. betrayed and supplanted by the . great
Bérakzi chiefs, whose power now predominated, and
whose elder brother, Fath Khan, had lﬂng acted the
part of minister and king-maker, until at- length
treacherously put to a cruel death by Shih K:imran,
against whom Dost Mubammad and the other surviving
~ brothers of Fath Khin accordingly chenshed wthe
" bitterest feclings of hatred and revenge. = - -

To gratify this dire hostility, the Kandahér brﬂthem .
. were now willing to lend themseclves to the demgns of
Persia, not without hope of some benefit reswlting to
themselves. But their great chieftain at Kébul, more
far-sightcd and patriotic than they, had sulemniy can-
tioned them against the danger of incurring the enmﬂsj |
of the British, to the superior value of whc:ﬂe a.lhﬂ.nce'
he was fully alive, although Russia was at that very
-time bidding high for his adherence. | |

Matters werc 1n this unsatisfactory state When, in
September, 1837, Sir Alexander Burnes _,presented
himself before Dost Muhammad at Kabul, ﬁﬂ.-__tha
accredited agent of the Indian Governnient, on a so-
styled ¢ commcrcial 7 mission, the real object of” thh
was, however, sufficiently transparent,

The two men were already personally known tu
each other ; Burnes having, about five years preﬁuusly,'
‘been most hospitably entertained by the Kdbul chief
when passing through that city as a pmvate tra-.vﬂﬂer
en route to Europe; hence his reappearance.. ai’ the
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_ present momentous crisis could not but be hailed as
a,' fﬁfdﬁr&blxe omen of the friendly intentions of the
British Government, whose representative he nOwW was,
His. receptwn was, accordingly, of the most cordial
and flattering desenptmn, and to all appearance he
* had ‘an easy game to play ; and it is probable that had
he been allowed to arrange matters in his own way, all
dlﬂicultles would have beecn smoothed over, and all -
mﬂtwe for hostilities removed.

.. The obvious policy of the British Gnvernment at
that peiod was to conciliate the goodwill of the Afghén
natmn (of whom Dost Mubhammad was the acknowledged
and popular de facto ruler), as the most effective
barrier- we could raisc against present and future
Inovations Df the Western powers ; and this we had
now ‘a glﬂrlmus nppﬂrtumty of effecting through the
tlmely instrumentality of Burnes, than whom no agent
could have been found so appositely qualified for .such
a task, or more zealous to consummate so deslrable a,
result, | "
| But it was not so to be! Lord Au{,kla,nd and hlﬂ
official advisers had, from the very first, conceived an "
mveterate distrust of Dost Muhammad for the diffi-
cuItles of whose position they failed to make due .
allﬂwance and’ whose many sterling qualities as a
ruler they equa.lly failed to understand and appreciate.
In point -of fact, they had meanwhile cuncewed a
favourite policy of their own, entirely opposed tb that
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so earnestly recommended by Burnes, and the result
was his summary recal from Kidbul early in 1838, and
the temporary trinmph of Russian ‘and Persian
interests in the counecils of Kdbul and Kandahér.

A Persian army, with some Russian officers in 1t8
train, had meanwhile already laid siege to Hirat, and
all Tndia looked on in wonder and alarm at the eventful
drama enacting at her distant portal in the north-east.
Fortunately, few Asiatic powers understand how fo
conduct siege operations; and Persia, even with the
aid of Russian officers, andt with its own mortarch in
person at the head of a sufficiently powerful army

and battering train, formed no exccption to the rule:
The sicge lingercd on from November, 1837, until

September, 1838, affording ample time for intermediate
action on the part of the British.
The credit of this prolonged defence was due, in
an eminent degree, to the aceidental presence within
the walls of Hirit of a young British officer of the
 Bombay Artillery, Eldred Pottinger by name. His
professional skill and personal energy were of the
utmost use in directing the defensive operations,
and keeping alive the martial spirit of the oarrison.
On more than one occasion the Afghin cumﬁmnder,
Y4r Muhammad (who was also Shah Kémrin’s prime
mninister), was on the point of yielding to his assail-
ants, but was shamed into a show, at least, of fresh
courage by the entreaties, reproaches, and even




THE FIRST AFGHAN WAR, 37

friendly violence of Pottinger, who would not suffer
him to retreat from the breach when retreat on his
part must have been the signal for general flight, but
Literally dragged him forcibly again and again to the
front, untll the enemy, in despair at the pertinacity
of resistance encountcred, rectired discomfited and
crestfallen to their trenches, |

According to the authority of Russian officers en-
gaged in the siege, the Shéh of Persia’s army amounted
to ft:ﬁ:rty'thtjusand men, with sixty guns ; and among the
former ‘was a Russian battalion, which I understand
to have been composed of Russian refugees settled
in Persia,  Not content with cighteen-pounder and
twenty-four-pounder siege guns, the fire from which,
if properly concentrated and sustained, must have
speedily effected a practicable breach, the Persian
engineer entrusted with the sicge operations estabhished
a foundry 1 the midst of the camp, wherein four
monster seventy-pounder guns were cast, from whose
fire vast and immediate results were expected. Two
of these burst on trial, killing several bystanders;
the other two stood the test better, and several days
were then occupied in hewing stone halls of the required
calibre from the marble supplied by the monuments
of a neighbouring burial-place; and it may have been
the periodical advent of these unfriendly, though

tortunately harmless visitors, which Pottinger likens in
hie 1anorirnal +a the C4+hvos chote a1 daw whickh tha Snarnteh
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army before Glbr,&ltar fired fur some tu:ue, a.nd whloh
. the garrison called after ¢ The Trinity.” » e

The garrison of Hirdt possessed very few plﬂces ﬂf- |
ordnance wherewith to return these bmaterﬂus eomph-'
‘ments; but, happily for them, it was not 11111:11 five
mﬂnths had elapsed that Persian wself-conceit ct‘mld |
brmg itself to take council from the Russian Gﬁcer.?,**
by erecting regular breaching batteries -against par- -
ticular points of the fortifications. The sﬂ:uatmn of
the defenders then bceame more criticdl, and Pﬂt--il'
tinger’s profesmmnal abilities were called into cunstan -
request. |

The walls of Hirdit, as then existing,- fﬂl‘tﬂﬂd & large
quadrangle, enclosing a space of nearly one SquATE "'r’_,_';__e_,-- |
being about one thousand six hundred yards lonz by one’
thousand four hundred broad, each face having ab:}ut' _'
thirty round bastions ; those at the four a.nglea aur-’ |
passihg the rest in height and bulk; a deep wet dltch.:'
having a fausse-braye, surrounding the whale, The

walls, which were from twenty-five to thirty feet hlgh
stood on an elevated mound of earth, varymg from
forty to sixty feet above the level of the ground, and
were of unburnt brick. There were five gates, each
"defended by a small outwork. On the north side stood -
‘the citadel, overlooking the city and enclosed - by: lﬂfty
defences of a similar character, but in a very dilapl-_

dated condition. The defenders of Hiréit Jusfly felt
wnra faith im thetr ‘dannhle mea?-hl‘&?ﬂ ﬂlml m’ then'
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walls, which now bega,n to crumble rap1d1y under the
cﬂncentra,ted fire of the enemy’s round shot,

| At lengﬂl on the 24th of June, the Iung-threat-
_gﬂed assault took place, which was conﬁdently
expected to ‘carry all before it. The Persian astro-
lngers after closely consulting the stars, had predlcted
a signal trmmph for their monarch on that day. The.
asaa.ultlng force was to advance in five divisions,
aach under its own independent coramander. Th!e
RIEHI&H battahun formed the forlorn hope of one ﬂf
“them; wut its leader (General Borowski)® was ‘shet
“down at the very first onset, and, by some accident,
the men composing 1t contrived fo get under the fire
c'ifft-]':ie Persian batterics, in addition to the bullets
and’ I[IIESIIES of the_Afghans, and were obliged to
beat a retreat, with a loss of four officers and two
hundred and fifty men killed and wounded. Better
success for some time seemed in store for another of
the Htﬂl‘l‘ﬂlﬂg columns, which actually penetrated the de-
ferices, carrying all before it, but heing feebly supported
frnm behind, was again and again driven back, thuugh
more ‘than once on the very verge of vietory, but was-
as - ﬂften baffied by the indomitable pluck of Eldred
| Pﬂttlnger whg, when all seemed lost, drove the falnt- -_
hearted Yéh Muhammad before him: to the rescue, as
already relatéd.  Russian accounts do not hesitate to -
give the young English officer full credit for the result,,
so triumphant to the Afghans, so humiliating to their
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opponents ; and one of them adds, * The Shah was m
a violent rage at the failure, and gave orders to encom-
pass the placc with a high wall of mud, afmed with
towers, in order to starve the garrison out.”

This desperate struggle was succecded by « prolonged
lull, during which famine and discord seemed but too
likely to effcct that whercin ordinary appliances -of
war had failed ; when at a most critical juncture,' the
Shah took alarm at some open hostilities of the British.
on the Persian coast, and suddenly withdrew his forces,
being carcful, however, before his departure; to saw
asunder the scventy-pounder guns which were to ;ha;e
accomplished such wonders, each weighing five tons,
and which he was unwilling to leave behind as an
additional trophy for the now exvlting Hirstis.

As FEldred Pottinger, whom history will always
celebrate as the < llero of Hirat,” was subsequently
my honoured friend and associate in the eventful
episode of my own carly experiences during the . Kibul
“troubles, I have been unable to resist the temptation,
at the risk of repeating what some may deem a thread-
bare tale, of eutering into the above details (partly
obtained from original sources) relating to the first
great drama whercin he so conspicuvusly and so
honourably figured, and whercupon, in fact, the chief
interest of the war was so long concentrated.- Should
any similar crisis occur, whether in India or elsewhere,
1ot e home that another such British hero as Eldred
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Pottinger may as opportunely start forth into the fall
blaze of fame, fired by his example, animated by his
spirit, and as competent to uphold the glory of his
country, and to disconcert the ambitious schemes of
its enemies, | o

It is time 1 should now rcturn to Lord Auckland
and his new project, whereby the future safety of our
north-west frontier was to be secured against the designs
of Russian and Persian ambition. This consisted
~ originally of a tri-partite treaty, wherein the British
Indian Government, Ranjit Singh, the ruler of the
Panjiib, and Shih Shuji, the long-dethroned monarch
of Afghdnistin, were the principal partics concerned.
Thirty years had elapsed since the last-named person-

age had been driven from his throne to find, after
some years of perilous adventurc in Kashmir and the
Panjab, a hospitable asylum in British territory ; from
which he twice issued forth at long intervals to engage
in ineffectual efforts to regain his lost dominions.
Meanwhile, Dost Muhammad, a younger brother of
the murdercd Iath Khdn, had risen to supreme power
through his military ability and irrepressible force of
character. Since 1826, he had contrived to hold -his
own against .all antagonists, and had, by his frank
urbanity of demeanour, his aptitude for busine’s;s, man-
liness, and uniform success in the “attainment of his
aims, acquired a strong hold on the hearts and minds
of the great mass of the Afehin people. - Shibh Shuid,
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on the contrary, was remembered chiefly for the absence
of all those high qualities as a man and a ruler which
shone so cﬂnspicunusljr in his rival ; nor was his return
to pnwer a subject of desire to any save a féﬁr' self-
- interested partizans and needy relatives. Tn: E]_)ltﬂ of
these drawbacks, however, it had been determlned b}r
‘the British Indian Government to suit their ﬂWIl pﬂhcy’
by dispossessing the one and reinstating th& nther -

- without any real defercnce to the wishes and asplratmns, -

of the people most interested in the matter. |
~Accordingly, 1n a mamfesto dated the Ist October,
1838, this new policy was publicly set forth, whﬁrﬂhy |
our Sikh ally, Ran JIt Singh, heing guaranteed n hlﬂ,- '
| present possessions, bound himself' to cnnnpernte mth |
‘the British for the restoration (Jf Shah Shuia tﬂr the
throne of his ancestors.” On the 8th of Nﬂvember:-
following, the news of the retircment of the ParslaIl:s
from Hirit was published by Government, but was not
" allowed to alter the political programme whlch had
been already determined, further than by ca.umng' a
* diminution of the numerical strength of the ‘British
force to be employed, which afforded the Cnmma.uder-“
in-Chief, Sir Henry Fane, a ptetext for mth&rawmgi_
from ihe personal command of the expedition, the
policy of which he had never approved, his pl&ce ‘being
filled by Sir John Keane. -
"On the 10th Deccmber the Bengal fnrce under Sir
Wﬂluughby Cotton, marched from Fa,rnzpur prﬂceed-
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ing by-the left bank of the river Satlaj to Rohri, where .
that river joins the Indus. Shih Shujd had already
started in advance to Shikdpur, escorted by Hinddstani -
leﬁéé'nuﬁlbefing six thousand men, raised and dis-
mplmed by-British officers for his special service. He '_
Wia ‘accompanied by Sir William MacNaghten, whn__-
ha.d been appointed envoy and minister at his court,
and who had been one of the chief promoters of the __
expedltmn Another force, five thousand six hundred
-ﬂtrﬂng, imﬂve& from Bombay through Sindh to the .
same pomt, where an admirable bridge of boats had
been prepared by officers of the Bengal Engmeers for
the pasaage of the whole over the great river Indus.
The entire invading force, when combined, amounted
to twenty-ﬂne thousand, together with abuut four

times that number of camp followers and upwards of
thirty thousand camels. This long miscellaneous
array, cunsmtmg of cavalry, infantry, artillery, with
their attendant impedimenta of wheeled carriages and
laden animals of every description, filed over the bridge
in perfect order, presenting a picturesque and memo-
rable spectacle.

Omﬂg to the undisguised dislike’ mamfeated by the
Aniirs of Sindh to the passage of so many Bl‘ltlﬁh;-_
troops thrﬂugh their country, there seemed every pro- :
h&bﬂltj’ of hostilities breaking out in that quarter at.
the very" ‘commencement of the campaign, which must
necessarily have delayed the onward progress of the
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army towards Afghénistdn; but yielding to the force
of circumstances, backed by the undeniable arguments
of strong battalions eager for the plunder of the rich
capital of Haldaribdd, they had the good sense to

succumb before compromising themselves too far,
“although they thereby obtained but a brief respite
from the hard and inevitable fate in store, and Whlch
overtook them about four years later.,

It is needless that I should dwell minutely on the
military events of a campaign so well known as that
which replaced Shih Shujd on his throne : but it may,
nevertheless, be uscful to glance, en passant, at some
of the physical difficultics which the country opposed
to the passage of our army. Having safely crﬂs_séd
the Indus, the vast invading host.dragged its seemingly
interminable length over one hundred and forty-six
miles of dreary desert, bordering Biluchistén on the
east; and there many hundreds of poor hﬂrses; camels,
and bullocks perished from weariness and thirst, leav-
ing their skeletons to mark unmistakably to future
travellers the track of the invaders, ;
" Then came the formidable Boldn Pass, sixty miles
in length, where fortunately no enemy occupied the
‘heights,. although stragglers ran considerable risk from
stray Bildchi robbers, ever on the watch behind the
rocks for pasaing prey. Here the animals suffered
severely, and perished by hundreds. Emerging from
this dismal roree into the lovelv and invitine vallev of
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Shawl, Eeenied like passing from purgatory to para-
dise ; but here, owing partly to a scanty harvest and
partly to the wanton devastation caused by some of
the trdc-ps themselves, provisions fell alarmingly short
for so.great, a multitude, and famine prices prevailed.
The neighbouring Khin of Kalit was suspected of
aggravating these difficulties, and was marked for'
future punishment.

Pushmg on,.theretore, with the least possible delay, |
the Khujak Pass was reachod, presenting a long suc-
cession ¢f steep and difficult ascents and descents, with
scme exceedingly narrow gorges where no draught
cattle could work with effect. The artillery, including
a heavy battering-train, was thereforo dragged up and
lowered down by the persevering manual labour of the
English soldiers, occupying five days. The summit of
the pass is seven thousand four hundred and forty-nine
feet above the sea. Here, too, much loss was sustained
in commissariat baggage-animals, and much valuable
property sacrificed m consequence, Fortunately, the
~ Afghdns werc too disunited among themselves to offer -
any organized resistance, and the army reached Kanda-
har. on the 25th April, 1839, without any show of
opposition. The Kandahfir chiefs had fled for refuge
to Persia without striking a blow, and the inhabitants
tendered their reluctant homage to the old monarch,
who was thus unceremoniously thrust upon them by
foreign bayonets,



46 THE KABUL IH&URREOTIOH OF 1841-—42

011 the 27th June died RacﬂJlt Singh, the famuuﬂ.
old “ Lion of the Panjib,” and our ally in the presept,
expedition. - On the self-same day Sir John Keﬁné'
leaving behind him a strong garrison at Kand&har, a,nd
even the siege-train which had been brought st far
with such heavy cost and labour, pursued his: mq,rch to
Ghazni, where he encountered his first Gpenfy deﬁant |
foe in the person of Prince Haidar, a son "of Dﬂst
Muhammad, who, with a gar rison of three thﬂuﬂand'-
five hundred Afghdns, defended the fortress: a,nﬂ';
citadel, which were of formidable strength and susceps
‘tible of a prolonged defence. Now was discovered the
extraordinary blunder that had been cﬂmmltted in
.ieavmg behind the battering-train, without ﬁhe ﬂ.ld Df
“which the risk of utter failure seemed 1mm1ne‘.ut At.
" this crisis Major George Thomson, of the 3engal~
Engincers, came to the rescuc with the happy. propﬂﬂa.l .
“to blow open the only accessible gate with gunpowder .
This was successfully accumphshed in the- pa;rtlal
. ohscnrity of carly dawn by a party of sappers; hea,ded
by Lieutenant Durand, of the Bengal Engmeer&, who
volunteered for the duty, and who survived the Elnn-.
gerous hazard to attain high rank and distinction amung |
those illustrious soldier-statesmen who have contri-
“buted so largely to the maintenance of our; -nationgl
honour in India.*

Ij * He becams widely known to fame as Sir HEDIT’ Duraa::ﬂ, and
" was Governor of -the Panjab, when an saccidentad da&i‘.h nvértook -
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The governor, Haidar Khen, was taken prisoner, and
| 'euch was -he panic predueed among the troops of Dost
Muhemmed who had taken up a position at Arghandi
to dlepute the British advance to Kabul, that, aban.

:denmg fer the time all hope of maintaining his
snvermgﬁty, he fled with about two thousand faithful
adherents towards Bimfin. A select party of British
officers, headed by the since illustrious Outram, and es-
corted oy twe thousand Afghin horse under command of
Hégi Khﬁn Kikar, a notorious turncoat, velunteere&:'
to. gtert iIl pursuit, and, pushing their way by forced
mﬁre;_lee over stupendous mountain passes, must have
over dken the fugitive Amir, encumbered as he was
'iﬁth' hig family and baggage, before he could reach
the fruntler had not the aforesaid “ Haji” proved
]mnee]f a treiter whose real object was to throw every
ehetacle in the way of their progress and success. Thus
Dﬂet Muhemmed escaped to Bukhdra, not without the
eympethiee of many British hearts, unfil the wheel of
fortune should once more give a revolution in his
f;'avﬂllr

01:1 the 6th of August, Shah Shujs, attended by Sir

Wﬂham MacNaghten, and escorted hy the Brltleh
'trmpe ‘made his triumphal entry into K4bul, and took
up * his - ebede in the B4ld Hisir, or Royal Citadel.:

There on the 8th ef September he was Jemed by hlﬂ-_

-hml in. the midat ef an useful career that promised to eulmme.te i
» gtill loffier sphere of action,
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eldest son, Prince Timdr, who had meanwhile pene-
trated through the Khaibar Pass from Peshfivar, under
" the escort of a Sikh contingent furnished by Ranjit
Singh, and nunder the political control of Colonel, after-
wards Sir Clande, Wade, encountering but little oppo-
sition. And thus was the first act of this wondrous
drama of real life brought to a successful termination, |
Sir Henry Fane, the experienced general to whom
the eonduct of the Afghin expedition had been’ origin-
ally offered, had been also among the first to caution
Lord Auckland of the daugers and difficulfies. that |
would incvitably besct the British treops 1n that
country after the first suceesslul result should ‘have
been achieved. Sir Willimn MacNaghten, the B itish
envoy, upon whom the chict political managemert of*
affairs was theneoforth to fall, Yas not long’ in. €3 pe-
viencing the prophetic nature of that counsel. It scon
beeame cvident that Shdh Shuja could only be mawm-
tained on his throne by the continued presence of a
British foree. This was, however, reduced to a molcty
by the return of nearly the whole Bombay and a por-
tion of the Bengal divistons to India.  With the latter
went Sir John Keane, soon to be made a peer for the
conguest of (Ghazni, leaving Sir W 1lluughby Cotton 1,
chief command of the remaining troops across the
Indus, amounting to about ten thousand men, distri-
buted over a wide extent of country, to oaTTISON the !

chief cities and such other places as required their
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protecting presence. Advantage was taken of the
return of the Bombay column to punish Mihrdb Khan,
the unlucky Khan of Kalit, for his so-called refractory
conduct, to which allusion has alrcady been made. He
now offered an obstinate but incffectnal resistance to
the attack on his stronghold, which Wi taken by
assault by General Wiltshire on the 15th October,
wherein the brave chicf himself was killed. His death
must have occasioned some pangs of remorse to Shah
Shuja, whom he had formerly befriended in distress.
The two ycars which followed the establishment of
Stah Shuja at Kiabul were chicefly remarkable for the
activity of our political officers, great and small, who
were scattered far aud wide over the land to assist in
carrymg out, as far as in them lay, the policy of our
Government, which scems to have main y consisted 1n
consolidating the power of the Shih, and in extending,
as Lord Auckland himself expressed it, “ the salutary
nfluence of the British name.” The most prominent
of these political agents, hoth in ability and influence,
were D’Arcy Todd at Mirit; Rawlinson (now Sir
Henry) and Lecch at Kandahdr; Eldred Pottinger in
Kohistin ; Macgregor (now Sir George) at Jallilabid ;
Arthur Conolly, on a special mission at Khukand ;
and Sir Alexander Burnes at Kébul. But hesides these
was a host of minor stars, each of whom added his
quota to the grand work of ¢ consolidation,” which
was not always synonymous with ¢ pacification,” and
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very generally ended in carving out sm'ne active . work
for the military in his immecdiate ﬂmmty

Foremost of those worthy of honourable fmention
was D’Arcy Todd, who had succeeded Pottinger as
 British representative at 1lirvdt, on the departure. of

‘the latter to recruit his health after the swege. 0f
~ Todd’s long scries of political encounters’ with. the
arch-intriguer Yar Muhammad, whose sole object
seemed to be to extort money by working on our puh- |
tical fears and jealousies, 1 refrain from entering into
the unedifying particulars; but that  whieh really
formed the distingnishing feature of his mission t0
Hirdt was his successiul effort to induce the Khén of
Khaiva to set at liberty some four hundred and sixteen
unfortunate Russian captives whose detention as slaves
in Khaiva had been made a convenient and, it must
“be admitted, a perfectly just, pretext by Russia for
invading that country. Thisnoble triumph of humamty |
and of sound policy he accomplished by twice deputing
. British officer, entirely on his own responsibility, to |
work on the fcars and hopes of the Khaivan chief.
The negotiations auspiciously begun by James -_Abﬁ;}tt
were judiciously followed up and brought to a suctess-
ful issue by Richmond Shakespear, hoth being at. that
time subalterns of the Bengal Artillery ; and to the
~latter fell the enviable lot of escorting the whole party
of emancipated captives to the Russian frﬂntmr at
Oranburgh, wherc they were safely delivered over to
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the commandant for restoration to their friends. The
Russians, not to be outdone in acts that grace hu-
manity, restored to the Khaivans merchandize valued
‘at two millions sterling, and, more precious than all °
beside, forty prisoners, among whom were represen-
tatives of the wealthicst families in Khaiva. Seldom,
if éver, has a negotiation been cffccted in the East so
. creditable to all parties concerned ; nor since the
'b'righ_téat days of chivalry have the honours of knight-
hood which rewarded Shakespear heen more worthily “
won. Siv Richmond Shakespear amply fulfilled the
promise of his youth, and rose to high political position |
in India; dying in 1861. But James Abbott is still ~
to the fore, with the rank of general in the army,
and during our subscoucnt struggles with the Sikhs
in the Panjib rendered emincntly good service: at -
a critical period and in a manner well deserving
of honourable remembrance. |

Thus the Afghin campaign, with all its faults and
drawbacks, bore some really good fruit, and evidenced -
in a remarkable manner what a store of excellent raw
meatériel for the manufacture of heroes and statesmen
had been previously lying dormant in the Indian army.
" In this respect, indeed, it may be said to have awakened -
‘to new life the latent but laundable ambition of our
officers, young and old, and to have transmitted a for- -
ward impulse even to the present generation—an im-
pulse which I earnestly hope may ncver cease to ﬂpéra.tﬂ
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fnr their own and the puble gcmd Many I'E]Ildrkﬂblﬂ

episodes, accompanicd by gallant deeds and victorious
.issues, imparted an interest to the first year of our.
occupation of Afghdnistin, and the temporary success
of our policy may he said to have reached its culmi-
nating point on the delcat of Dost Muhammad at
Bamiin, and his subsequent unconditional surrender
on the 3rd November, 1810,  As an old Bengal artil-
leryman, T cannot pass by in silence the successful
passage of Major Garbett’s troop of horse artillery
over the stupendous ;mqws of Hindi Khusa, at a,nr
altitude little below that of Mont Blane, although the
feat (of which we were then so proud) has very recently
been creditably rivalled by some British batteries n
Lord Napicr’s glorious Abyssinian expedition.

The vear 1811 opened with a smiling prospect of
peace and tranqguillity, to be soon rudely disturbed by
rebellious risings in various dircctions. The faults of
our policy and the real weakness of our position began
to grow more and more manifest to friends and foes.
Had but Shith Shuji, our puppet king, proved himself
a proper man for the position into which we had thrust
him, all might have gone on swimmingly until such
time as we could, with a good grace, have lett him to
the loyal care of his own subjeets, with all the éelat
due to our own success and moderation. But his un-
popularity naturally extended to us as his supporters,
although our political leaders were wilfully blind to
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the fact ; and, in the fulness of time, just as a winter
of Siberian severity was setting in, the popular volcano
suddenly burst forth, and found us unprepared. The

result 1s too well known and too bitterly remembered
- to need repetition here. 1t was my own youthful fate
to be the first to narratc the dismal tragedy to my
countrymen in all its miserable details. I have been
since 1nformed, by competent authority, that my
humble volame had the unprecedented and perhaps
unpardﬂna.ble effect of depriving the great Duke of
Wellington of a whole night’s slumber; and severe
might have been the penalty for the author (then only
a youthful subaltern of artillery) had not his state-
mcnts, wherein many unwelcome truths were faithfuily
though perhaps indise»eetly blurted out, been so abun-
dantly confirmed by the concurrent testimony of trust-
worthy witnesses as to have held their ground in the
pages of history down to the present day.

I have often since thought that perhaps too much
importance has been attached to the Kdbul disaster,
viewed in its military aspects. DPolitically and morally
its awful lessons can never be over-rated, and cer-
tainly should never be forgotten ; but regarded simply '_
as a military discomfiture, it was in fact the result of
a surprise, somewhat like that whereby the celebrated |
Gulliver found himself tied and bound during sleep,
and at the mercy of the Lilliputians. We English
went - on slimhberinge contentediv as theounoh +he -
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Afghans whﬂse country we had so cﬂnlly ﬂccupled
were our very best friends in the world, and quite con-.
tent to-be our obedient servants to boot, until one. cnld
* morning in November we woke up to the unpleasant
- sounds of bullets in the air, and an infuriated people’s
voices in revolt, like thie great ocean’s distant, angry
roar, in a rising tempest. The best troops and the
.ablest generals in the world must ever find thems&lvﬁ-ﬂ
. Placed at a great disadvantage under such circum-
stances. It should always be remembered that t}ﬁr
" winter supplies of food, and firewood, and forage, ha.d |
not yet been laid in; that the few days’ supply in
store was 1ndifferc 111;[1 guarded, and fell an easy prey -
~ to the enemy before we had quite recovered our sehses
from the first scarc of our rudc awakening; that thencel-'
forward we had to turn out and fight daily aga_ln_st
greatly superior numbers, hacked by the strong forts
wherewith the Kibul valley was studded, and whmh
latter we had to batter and carry by storm one ﬂfter
thie other, in order thereby to obtain the needful
“supplies for our daily wants ; so that, while our pﬂSltl{]Il
was in a general scuse dcfensive, we were obliged, in
point of fact, to act continnally on the offensive,
whichs we nevertheless contrived to do with success
until such time as we had exhausted the supplies laid
up 1 the forts within our reach. Then, indeed, our
~ position became, for the first time, hﬂpelesé- ; for even
soldiers cannot sustain life on cannon balls aﬁ_d.-. leaden
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bullem" a.nd s0 1t came to pass that our destiny became
emntually dependent on the persuasive powers of our-
political officers in their attempts to treat with. wily.
and embittered Afehin chiefs.

And this induces me to say that my own hisﬁ_nrical-'
recollections and experiences have not 1mpressed me -
with a profound confidence i the efficacy of mere |
dliplﬂm&cy, conducted by even the most talented and
- sag&cmus of political agents, with Oriental potentates..
These latter are far greater proficients than ourselves -
in that geculla,r use of language which consists lhl-
siccessfully “ coneealing the thoughts ;” and 1 entirely
coincide with the view tuken of such matters by the
honest artillery gunnck who was overheard, during
one of our Indian campaigns, to say to a comrade,
while pmntmg exultingly to a field battery of big guns
drawn by elephants, “ I say, Bill | The’s the Politicals 1
At all events, matters farcd very badly with us at
Kibul when the arguments of big guns ceased t0
prevail : and ‘we were soon made to cxpericnce the
| tl‘uth long ago enunciated by the old Roman poet :—

| | “Domec eris feliv multos numerabis AMICOS,
.
) X

Tempora si tuerint nubily, solns erig !

Whlle, therefore, I freely concedec all due honour
to the illustrious garrisons of Kandahar and Jallalabsd,
whmh under Nott and Sale, so gallantly held those
important posts against all opponents during the revolt,
I claim for the defenders of K4bul that fair allowance.
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should be madec for the serious disadvantages under
which they struggled from the very first, and beneath
which they eventually succumbed, so far at least as
to become the unconsenting victims of a hollow treaty
formed with the assassin of our envoy—a treatylwhﬂse
solc object on his part was to lure our garrison
outside of its defences into those savage and formidable
- passes which form the highway from Kabul to Peshawar,
and where treachery, cold, aud famine would, they
well knew, effectually combine for its destruction.
Still, their trivmph-was but of brief dutatiom—a few
short months sufficed to place Kabul again in our
possession. Sir George Pollock, with his noble army
of retribution, amply retrieved past disasters, and
happily effected the liberation of those British captives
(myself included) who had meanwhile been the un-
willing recipients of rough Afghdn hospitality—some-
. times confined closely to lofty forts, sometimes "hurried
about from spot to spot on the backs of horses and
camels 11 narrow valleys, as nomadic wanderers amid
precipitous mountain-passes; lodging the while in
such rude huts as they could construct for themselves
from the branches of juniper bushes, or in the mud
‘hovels of the primitive inhabitants ; sometimes treated
-with friendly deference, at others with Syé.tema,tiﬂ
rudeness ; and finally, when Gieneral Pollock approached
Kibul, forced to fly, escorted by a strong guard of
soldiers, over those sclf-same lofty mountain-passes
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leading to Kullum, in Uzbeg Tartary, across which
Major Garbett had in happier times, as previously re-
lated, dragged his horse-artillery guns. Had we once
got into the clutches of the Uzhegs, T opine this chap.
ter would never have been written, but, in a happj
moment of inspiration, my old hero Pottinger (for he
was of the party) betook to mesmerising our keeper with
the prospect of a sufliciency of gold to keep him in
comfort for the remainder of his life; and one fine
morning, in the valley of Bdmiin, within sight of those’
gigantic images cut in the perpendicnlar rock which
excite the wonder of travellers, we found ourselves all
at once 1 the position of frec agents,  General Pollock,
learning- how affairs stood, despatched Sir Richmond
Shakespear to our apl with six hundred Kazzilbish
horsemen from Kdbul; and thus the latter officer
enjoyed oncc more the triumph and éclat of taking a

conspicuous part in proclaiming “liberty to the cap-
tives;” his own countrymen and countrywomen being
this time the favoured objects of his zeal. |

Kébul reconquered, we might possibly have maintained
our military hold upon Afghdnistan cven to the present
day ; but our game there had been played out. Shih
Shujs was dead, having been basely murdered by one
of his own trusted followers about two months after:
the British rctreat from his capital. There was no
longer any .object to gain by remaining against the
wishes of the people, whilst the drain upon our Indian



58 _THE KABUL INSURREGTIDN OF 1841 42

'ﬁnances caused by this war had already awelled the
public debt by fifteen millions, and every month’s delay
threatened but to accelerate our financial ruin. - Lord
- Ellenborough, therefore, wiscly determined tn'evacﬂat_e
the country, and to restore the exiled Amir Dost Mu--
hammad Khin ; an act of retributive justice ﬁhi‘ﬂh’.ﬁﬁz |
have never had cause to repent ; for he proved himself
a most able and politic ruler till his death, which tuok
Pplace so late as June 1863.
No onc now doubts that our position in Afgha,msté.n
- was a false one—and fraught with danger in mnre
ways than one. Apprchensive of Russian. aggressmn
and intrigue, and counting on the fears and fﬂrhearance«j
of our powerful neighbours and rivals, the Sikhs, we |
+ had the temerity to march an svmy past thelr.connﬁry
into the wild and unknown regions of Af-ghﬁ,nistﬁmj;
and thus to risk our force being eut off from its base
of operations, and fromn its ncarest available supports;
and although no such catastrophe actually occurred,
and temporary success attended the hap-hazard inva-
sion of a friendly country, still we eventually were
taught a lesson in the school of adversity which ought
assuredly to suffice as a salutary caution in the future..
But matters have meanwhile become very _‘]Iiﬁﬁh
altered for the better on our north-western frontier.
The great Sikh army no longer exists; and British
rule extends throughout the Paﬂ]ab even up tﬂ the
“yery borders of Afghénistan. |
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Our north-western frontier is by nature one of the
strdngem- in the world, being protected along its whole
length' by the great and rapid river Indus, which
wuuld of course, in case of necessity, be strongly:
*fﬂﬂrdﬁd at’ its few assailable points; whilst imme-
diately beyond its banks lie the rugged mountains of
Afghénistéan, only to be penetrated by a few formidable

defiles, which we could occupy on very short notice,
| md s&fﬂly bid defiance to all comers. The Sulfﬂmﬁn_f
I'ﬂ'ﬂgﬁ runs nearly parallel with the Indus, and ItB_i.
'avevage aeight is about the same as that of the Py-.
renees, the lofty pLHkS attaining from six thousand to
eleven thousand five hundred feet. To these natural
defences may be added those vast desert tracts that
border our possessionsan Sindh crossed by our, ﬂfmy in
1838, and of which I have already given some account;
and when, 1n addition to all these obstacles to the pro-.
gress of an invading arny, we take into consideration
‘the immense facilitics at our disposal for concentrating -
"trunps and munitions of war by river, road, and ra.ll-_-'.
way, at any particular pomt of attack, of which we
niust” necessarlly have ample means of &&.certammg'_
suﬁi}ienﬂy beforehand to afford ample time for prepa-
ratiﬂﬁ and the strong British reserves which could so
readlly be poured in by sea from our various colonies,
I cannot bring myself to believe that any -Russian
general would risk his own and his country’s rePutatmn
in any such Quixotic adventure. |
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But 1t may be urged that Russia might possibly
count on the near approach of her army being the-
signal for a gencral revolt and rising among our own
native soldiers and subjects., If so, I firmly believe
she would reckon without her host. The character of
Russian rule, as popularly described, has not failed to
reach the cars of the inhabitants of India, who are
gencrally very shrewd judges of their own worldly
interests ; and when the question merely turned on a
change of Luropean masters, I believe their answer
would be somewhat similar to that given by our own
Charles 1I. to his brother James, when the latter re-
monstrated with the former for heedlessly exposing
his life by walking unguarded about the Ldndﬂn parks.
.““ Brother,” replicd the merry m-onarch, ““ don’t distress

yourself ! Rest assured that my subjects will never

take my life to make you king!” It may suffice to
recur to the formidable Sikh invasion of 1845-46, and

our subsequent desperate struggles with that nation in
1848-49, which offercd such favourable opportunities
to our nafive subjects for revolt, had any such disposi-
tion been widely prevalent; yet, even with such tempt-
ing opportunifies, they remained perfectly quiescent.
No stronger proof could be required that, for the mere
alternative of a change of masters {(and that a change
for the worse), an insurrectionary movement, as an
aid to invasion, would be a very unwisc and unsafe
- dependence. |
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Doubtless there are, among the millions who popu-
late India, many unwise and ignorant bigots, hoth
Muhammadan and Hindd, to whom a Christian and
foreign rule must be distasteful, and numberless reck- -
leéss and unruly spirits who sigh for the good old times
of anarchy and universal plunder, such as existed
when we first took the ficld to repress the marauding
Mahrattas who levied black mail throughout the best
part of Hindustin, and ammed at its universal con-
quest. But, on the whole, I believe that India has
never bein so wiscly, unselfishly, and heneficently go-
verned as since our gracious Queen assumed -the
supreme sway. Never has there been manilested such
an ecarnest and universal desire to do justice to its
people, by improving their general condition, by clevat-
ing them in the moral and social scale of being, and
so preparing the way for their gradual admission to
offices of trust and power. |

The storm of the great mutiny of 1857 has cffected
~wonders 1 clearing the political atwosphere, and in
giviig an Impulse to civilization, with its beneficent
train of matcrial hlessings, such as the natives are fast
learnmg to appreciate, and which ean scarce fail to-
render them more and more contented with our sway. |
- Well may they pause and. reflect whether it is likely
that Russia, similarly circumstanced and with her well-
known antecedents 1n an opposite direction, cither
would or could do as much.
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- Tt cannot, however, be denied that the Russian pro-
_"gress i’ Central Asia since the Crimean 'war, and espe-
- cially during the last ten years, has been of a starthng
" and even of an aggressive character, so far as’ Brltish'
India is concerned. But the conditions of warfare and-
the capacity of India to resist an invader ha.ve ma.te—”
rially altered since Timdr and Bébar ﬂbtmued their
‘easy triumphs, at the head of rude, undlsmphned
T4tir, hordes. They had no siege guns, with their
cumbrous appendages of heavy ordnance-stores, 1:0-'
impede their progress across the long suceéssion | ﬂf‘
-mﬂuntam ranges that intervene hetween Centrai Aﬁlﬂf
and the British Indian possessions; and t;husﬂ whﬂ'-
venture to predict a successful 1ssue to ﬂ.ny ‘mudm:n,
dnvadmg force from that quarter must altogeth&:r';
"'-.lgn{}re or undervalue not only the formidable phystcai'
“difficultics but also the strength and Bfﬁelency of -our:
magnificent army in India, which I believe to be mure_-
than a match for the best troops that cnuld be brnught-
into the field against us.

To attack a country so situated, with any chance of
success, an overwhelming force would. be neccessary,
'_.accnmpanmd by heavy artillery, and with supports. and
“grsenals within moderate distance 1n 1ts rear. But it
“has been well said by an able writer in the Edmburgh |
. Review,” when referring to the difficulty of cnnductmg
L-mlhtary operations 1n Afghdmstén: Take a- ﬂr.uall
-force, and you arc beaten ; take a large ong, aﬂd ynu' |
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are; &tm&d ”  The stern lesson enforced by the Ruﬂg
ﬂlﬂ.llﬁ on the great Napoleon at Moscow will scarcely
be lﬂst upon themsclves. Afghénistin is the great
| brpakw&ter established by nature against an 1111111(1&1:1{:11_"
of northern forces in these times, -

~ Lord Napier’s success in surmonuting the physmal'
di ficulties of Abyssinia furnishes no practical precedent,
*inasmuch as bis march was almost unopposed ; but the
El;ua.]l bill of mine millions sterling which accrued, not-
.WIthstanﬂmg this favourablc cireumstance, ought to-
operate a3-a caution to rulers ambitious of invading the
north-west frontier of India, by cven the easiest mutE:-
aavaﬂable .

By general conscut such a route is most hikely to be .
found in the direction of Mcry, and thence by Hirat
to Kandah4r, and should Russia show unmistakable
indications of aggressive intentions in the direction nf

[ W—

Persia and Hirit, it may serve as a fresh stimulus fnr
us. to strengthcn to the utmost that double line {}f
hamer which 1s so fortunately within our grasp in the
Sulalman range and in the rver Indus hehind it, a.nd
calaly and fearlessly defy the foe, should he really u_ﬁ..
derl;ake 80 vast and so perilous an expedition. Hﬂ,ppy _.
Eh&ll we then be if, in addition to our physical sources
- of strength we are reinforced by a third moral barrier
behind us—the barrier of a loyal aud contented people!

At the same time, viewed apart from international
‘rivalries and jealousies, and those vast schemes of un-:
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scrupulous and restless ambition wherewith Russia is
accredited by the world at large, it may be fairly ad-
mitted, on the -other hand, that the legitimate objects
of opening out new sources of commerce, and 1fs atten-
dant civilized advantages, are sufficiently worthy in
" themselves to cnlist our sympathy as the consistent
advocates of human progress ; and in no region of the
earth have thosce blessings been heretofore more at ' a
discount than in the savage wilds and among the cruel
slave-making Khanates of Central Asia.

With these advantazes sceured, and witk the 1n-
crcased protection to life and property which the con-
tinued presence of a dominant civilizeq power cannot
fail to realize, it may be confidently expected. (and we
English should rejoice m the cxpectation) that the
long-dormant, though fertile resources of Bukhira,
Samarkand, Khukand, and neighbouring states, will be
rapidly devcloped, and therewithal open ont new fields |
for enterprise and new trinmphs for civilization.
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CHAPTER IlL

CONDITION OF AFGHANISTAN IN 184]l. — FIRSET SYMPTOMS
OF 'DISTURBANCE. — EXPEDITION TO THE ZURMAT
VALLEY.— ARRIVAL OF MUHAMMAD AKPBAR KHAN AT

B.&MI&N.—-—FUHGE O THE DPASS AT BUTA-I-KHAK. —
PERSONAL DISLIKE OF

TREACHERY OF HAMZA KITAN.
SEUROPEANS EVINCED BY THE AFGHANS, — MARCH OF

GENERAL SALE NO GANDAMAK. — INSURRECTION AT
KABUL,

Waen Major-General Eiphustone assumed the com-
mand of the troops in Afghinistdn in April, 1841, the
country enjoyed a state of apparent tranquillity to
which it had for many years heen a stranger. This
remark applies more particularly to those provinces
which lie north-east of Ghasni, comprehending Kébul
proper, Kohistin, Jallalibad, and the neighbquring
districts. The Ghalzi tribes, occupying a large portion
of the countrv between Ghazni and Kandahir., had
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"never been properly subdued, and the permanent occu-
~pation of Kaldt-i-Ghalzi by our troops had so a:la‘.__fn;n?d_'
* their jealous love of independence, as to cause, durmg.
“%he months of July and August, a partial risiig Puf the |
11:1'1]:)(33, which, however, the valour of our Hlnduﬂtﬁm'
" troops under Colonel Wymer at Haft-asir, and of tﬁe.__
5th Bengal Cavalry under Colonel Chambers at :l’tfi:lljp’.?t"lrjr :
_ speedily suppressed.  Some of the principal - chlpi_fa'.
~delivered themselves up as hostages, and quiet was

restored. To the west of Kandahdr, a notorions freea 5
| .bﬂﬂter named Aktar Khdn, having collected ﬂhouf
~seven thousand followers, horse and foot, was_ slgnallyh_'
defeated near Girishk, on the banks of the lemalld
. in the month of July, by a detachment of thc Shﬁh’ :'
- regular troops under Captain W-oodburn, eﬂuﬂmtmg i:.df:- ,'
only one infantry regiment, two horse-artillery gunﬁ_
under Lieutenant Cooper, besides two regiments.. of
Janbdz, or Afghin horse: the latter, however, hehaved
ill, . and can hardly be said to have shared in the glory
of the unecqual conflict. Captain Griffin, with the
‘Bengal 2nd Wamu :[nfcm’c:nJr was, a Few days a.ft&r,

same quarter Aktar lemn fled to the ]11113 mth a'
few followers, and the land agamm enjoyed repuﬁe
Kohistan, whose wild and turbulent chiefs had sturd,;ly‘
-'-mamtamed their independence against the Iate rulﬂr, |
Dost Muhammad Khin, seemed at last to ]:laJre setﬂed
down into a state of quiet, though unwilling, subijec-
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tion to' Shih Shujé. The Nijrdo chiefs formed an
| _'alnmst smhta,ry exception to this show of outward sub-"
migsion ; and Sir William I "\f[*umghten had strﬂngly'
urged, at an early period of the year, the expediency
of- Eendlng a force 1nto that country as soon as prac-
ticable. Since our first occupation of Kébul, Nijréo’
‘had become a resort for all such restless and discon-:
tented characters as had rendered themselves obnoxious.
to the emstmg government. The fact of our haﬂng1,'
- perlmtted them so Jong to hrave us with 11npun1t}r, ha;d
‘doutbtless been regarded by the sceret enemies of the.
new rule as a mark of conscious weakness, and ,may-.
have encouraged them, in no slight degree, to hatch
those tfeasonable designs against the State which WEre
-s0 suddenly developed-in November, 1811, and whlﬂh
_iwere: for the time, unhappily, but too snccessful.

- Major Pottinger, having been appointed political
~agent in Kohistan, arrived from Caleutta in May, 1841,
and was one of thie first to prognosticate the comin:g""
- storm. He lost no time in representing to the anﬂy
- thB msufficicney of our wilitary force in Kﬂhlsta.n
cunmstmg at that time of merely two 6-pounder guns,
and the - Kohistdni regiment raised by Lleutenant
‘Maule; of the Bengal Artillery, which excellent young
officer was on the first. outhreak of the rebellion :
cruglly butchered by his own men, or, which is the
same thing, with their consent. 'This regiment was
stationed at Charikir, a post of no strength, and ill
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adapted for making a protracted defence, as was after-
wards proved. The Major was, however, considered in
the light of an alarmist, and he only succeeded 1 pro-
curing a few Hézirbash horsemen and a 17—pﬂu11der
gun, with a small dctachment of the Shah’s Artlllery,
‘and a very scanty supply of ammunition, ,
About the end of Scptember, Major Pottinger came
to K4bul for the purpose of impressing on the Envoy
that, unless strong measurcs of prevention were speedily
adopted, he considercd a risc i Kohistin as in the
highest degrce probable. His apprehensions were cOn- |
sidered by the Envoy as not altogcther unfounded, and |
he was cmpowered to retain as hostages the sons of the
leading chiefs whose fidelity he bquected T‘he first
interruption to the state of outward tr anqmlhty, which
I have described above, occurrved early in September.
Captain 1ay, in command ol some 114zirbishes, and
Lieutenant Maule, with his Kohistini regiment (which
had been relieved at Chirikdr by the Gurkah, or 4th
Regiment, Shih’s Subsidized Iloree, officered from: the
line, under Captain Codrington), and two 6-pounder
guns; had been =xent into the Zurmat valley to collect
the annual revenue, with orders likewisc to make an
attempt to seize certain noted plunderers, among whom |
~were some of the murderers ol Colonel Herring, who
had long infested the road between Ghazni and Kibul.
The revenue was in the course of being quietly Eaid,
when Captain Hay was mischievously informed by
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Muil4 Mumin, collector of revenue in Zurmat (who
shortly after distinguished himself as one of our bit-
terest foes), that the men whom he wished to seize
were harboured in a certain neighbouring fort of no
strength whatever, and that the inhabitants would -
doubtless give them up rather than risk a rupture
with the Government. Captain Ilay immediately pro-
ceeded thither, but found the place much stronger
than he had been led to expect, and the people obsti-
nately prepared to resist his demands. On approach-.
ing the fort he was fired upon; and finding the
" 6-pounder shot, of which he gave a few rounds in
return, made no impression on the mud walls, he had
no alternative but to retreat, |

The Envoy, on veceiving Captain Hay’s report,
immediately despatched a sufficient force to punish the
rebels. Tt consisted of two hundred of Her Majesty’s
44th Infantry, 5th Native Infantry, 6th Rcgiment-
Shah’s Subsidized Force, four guns of Abbot’s battery,
~two iron 9-pounders Mountain Train, two campﬂnmﬂ :
of Shak’s Sappers, and two squadrons of Anderson’s
Horse.. These werc under the command of Lieutenant-
Colonel Oliver, and wcre accompanied by Captamn G,
H. Macgregor,* the political agent at Gandémak, who -
happened to be then at Kabul on business. The force
IGDIIIIIIIEHEB(I its march on the 27th Scptember, and -

. % Now Major-General Sir George H. Macgrecor, K.C.B.
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“veached the Zurmat valley without the shghtest inter-
‘ruption. On the approach of our troops the rebels. had:
fled to the hills in the greatest consternation, leaving
.t}lﬁ‘lr forts at our mercy. The principal strdngholdég'
were destroyed with powder, and the force preparéd - 10
| return to Kabul. |
Meanwhﬂe the hydra of rehellion had reared its hﬂa,d-;
in ‘another far morc formidable quarter. Early-in

- Qctober three Ghalzi chiefs of note snddenly quittt’:df
"K4bul, after plundering a rich kifila at Tizin, and 00k
up a strong position i the difficult defile of “Khurd:
Kabul, about ten miles from the capital, thus blncklng::
. up the pass, and cutting off our ﬂﬂmmumcatmn mﬁh_
- Hindustin. Intelligence had not very long prevu)uslm
been received that Muhammad Akbar Khén, EBchdg
.-:Hﬂn of the ex-ruler Dost Muhammad Khén, had a,rnveél_:
“at Bamidn from Khulum for the supposed purpose. of
carrying on intrigues against the (vovernment. It is
" remarkable that he was nearly connected by marriage
with Muhammad Shih Khin and Dost Muhammad
"Khén,* also Ghalzis, who almost immediately jniﬁ_ﬁd_
the above-mentioned chiefs. Muhammad Akbar ha,él1F
~since the deposition of his father, never ceased to.
foster feelings of intense hatred towards the Enghsh':
nation ; and, though often urged by the fallen ruler to
'dehver himself up, had resolutcly preferred the life 'of

) ‘. This chief must not™ be confnundad with the ex-ruler ofiihe
, saine name.
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a hﬂﬁséless exile to one of mean dependence on the:
h{iunty of his enemies. *It seems therefore i the
| ]:nghest degree probable that this Lostile movement on.
‘the pm’t of the Eastern (ihalzls was the result. of his
'_mﬂuence over them, combined with other causes 15?5&:11113}1.j
will be hereafter mentioned. The march of General
‘Sale’s brigade to their winter quarters at Jallﬁlﬁbﬁd,-
and ultimately to India, had only been deferred until
_the return of the force from Zurmat, but was now
"'hastened in consequence of this unwelcome news. 011
“the 9th October the 35th Regiment Native Infﬂntry,,
“ander Colonel Mounteath, C.B., one hundred of "the.
- Shigh’s Sappers, under Captain G Broadfoot, a squa-,
‘dron of thc 5th Cavalry, under Captain Oldfield, and
* §W0 guns of Captain Abbot’s battery, under Lieutenant
"Dawes were sent on in advance to the entrance of the:
: -‘pass at Buta-i-khik, where, on the following night, they
were attacked by a large number of rebels, who, ta.kmg
“advantage of the high ground and deep ravines in the
""Ilﬂlghbﬂurhﬂﬂd of the camp, maintamed a sharp ﬁré
“upont them for several hours, by which thirty-five Sepﬂya
were killed and wounded.

On the morning of the 11th General Sale marched:
-frnm Kéabul with er Majesty’s 13th Laght Infantry
to joip the camp at Bita-i-khik, and on the following
morning the whole proceeded toforce the pass of Khurd-
Kébul. Intelligence had been received that the enemy,
bealdes occupying the heights of this truly fﬂrmldablq
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defile, which in many places approach to within-ﬁfty
- yards of each other, rising up almost perpendicularly to
.an elevation of five hundred or six hundred feet, had
erected a sunga, or stone hreastwork, in the n&rr{iweét
part of the gorge, flanked by a strong tower’™ . The
~ advance guard, consisting of the Shiah’s Sappersj a
company of Iler Majesty’s 13th Foot, another of the “
85th Native Infantry, and two guns under Lieutenant =
Dawes, was mct about midway through the pass; which,-
i1s nearly five miles long, hy a sharp. and ﬂﬂniinued ..
~discharge of jazdils from the strong posts* of ‘the
enemy. 'This was returned by our men with. precision
- and effeet, notwithstanding the disadvantages of their
situation ; flanking partics gallantly struggled- up the
height to dislodge the cnemy from thence, while the .
Sappers rushed on to destroy the nbﬂve-ﬁéntiﬂnéd_
- breastwork. Through this, however, the stream Whiﬂh
flows down the middle of the defile had already 'fﬂrcﬁd |
a passage, and, as the encmy abandoned it, as well as

the flanking tower, on the approach of our troops,

Lieutenant Dawes passed his guns through the mterval

at full speed, getting them under the shelter of a- rock |
“beyond the sustained and murderous fire of the
 enemy’s jaziilchis, it heing impossible to elevate the
- guns sufficiently to bear upon them. The flankers did
their duty nobly, and the fizht had lasted fﬂr abﬂut
half an hour, during which the conduct of the Shah’s
~Sappers, under Captain Broadfoot, was creditable in
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the highest degree, when the approach of the- main'
,column, under General Sale, who had been already
shﬂt through the leg, enabled Captain Seaton® of the
35th Reglment who commanded the advance guard, to
| push on. This he did, running the gauntlet to the end
of the pass, by which time the enemy, fearful of being
tﬁk{—fm in rear, abandoned their position and retired
towards  Khabar-i-Jabir, on the road to Tizin. The
35th Regiment, Shih’s Sappers, Licutenant Dawes’s
guns, and a party of Hazirbish under Captain Trevor,
encamped at Khurd-Ksbul, Her Majesty’s 13th Light
Infantry returning to Buta-i-khik. During t;?tieii’ |
return, partics who still lurked among the rocks fired
upon the-column, thereby doing some mischief. |
In these positions the divided force remained en-
camped for several days, awaiting the rcturn to Kébul
of the troops from Zurmat. During this time several
shab-khins, or night attacks, were made on the two
camps, that on the 35th Regiment at Khurd-Kébul. -
being peculiarly disastrous from the treachery of the -
Afghin Horse, who admitted the cnemy within their -
lines, by which our troops were exposed to a fire from -
the least suspected quarter: many of our gallant
- Sepoys and Lieutenant Jenkins thus met their death, -
On the 20th October General Sale moved with his -
force to Khurd-Kabul, having been previously joined

* Aftaﬂrwa,rdﬂ known as Major-General Sir T. Beaton, K.C.B.
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'by th’e 371;]1 Regiment under Major Gril ﬁths., Ca.ptaln
Abbot’s guns, the Mountain- Train unider Ca,ptam
‘Backhouse, one hundred of Anderson’s Irregula.r Horse
under Licutenant Mayne, and the remainder Df ‘the
Shah’s Sappers and Mincrs, About the 22nd the-
whole force therc assembled, with Captain Ma.cgregﬁ‘r
political agent, marched to Tizin, EIlﬂﬂulltBTIIlg much"
-determined opposition on the road.

By this time it was too cvident that the whole Gf.;
the eastern Ghalzis had risen in one common league;
against us. Their governor, or viceroy, Humza. Khéﬂ,_f__
had in the interval gone forth under pretence t:f,
bringing back the chicefs to their aIIEglanue ﬂn:lua.
return, however, which took place nearly at the tm:ie_f
at which General Sale marcted from Khurd*KﬁfbuL-.
,the treacherous naturc of his proceedings had bean.._
discovered, and he was placed by the Shéh in cnnﬁn&-;
ment ; he had been suspected, indeed, before. Generalé?
‘Sale rcmade at Tizin until the 26th OCtﬂbBr

It must be remarked that, for some time preﬂuus 1o
these overt acts of rebellion, the always strong and’ 111--5-
repressed personal dislike of the Afghdns towards
Europeans had been manifested in a more than usually"
~open manner in and about Kgbul. Officers had. been
insulted and attempts made to assassinate them. | Two'
hurnpeans had been murdercd, as also several camp
- followers ; but these and other signs of the apprﬂach— |
"111g storm had unfortunately been passed over.as ‘here
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ebﬂlitiﬂng of privﬂté angry feeling. This iucredulitjr
and aj;:athy is the more to be lamented, as 1t was pret.
WBH known that on the occasion of the shab- kfmn,
ﬁrat mght attack on the 35th Native Infantry at
Buta.-l khak, a Targe portion of our assailants cuuﬁmted
Gf the armed retamers of the different men of cﬂnae-
_quence in Kabul itsclf, large partics of W]JOIIL had.
been’ seen 'proceeding from the city to the ﬂcene of
aﬂtmu on the evening of the attack, and afﬁerwaa'ds
raEurnmg Although thesc men had to paas mther .
thrclugh the heart or round the skirts of our camp H.t;_
Sly&h Sang, it was not deemed cxpedicnt even to qués-
tlﬂn them, far less to detain them.

| 011 the~- 26th Octobor, General Sale startéd in thE
dlrectmn of Gandimak,—Captaiu Macgregor, Pﬂlltﬂ'}ﬂl
agent having, during the halt at Tizin, half fmghtened
half ccajoled, the refractory Ghalzi chiefs into what the
sequel proved to have been a most hollow truce; fnr
the term freaty can scarcely he applied to any agree- .‘
mBHt mﬁde with moen so prm erbially treacherous as the,ﬁ_"-'
frt)m our ﬁrat knnwlndge nf ﬂlmr existence up to théﬁ
_prese’nt moment. OF the difficulties experienced by
General Sale during his march to Ganddmak, and of:
the necesmt}r whicli induced him suhsequently to push-'
on to Jalldlibad, the public are aware. On the day of .
his departure fzmm Tizin the 37th Native Infa,ntry,
-thrée companies of the Shih’s Sappers, under Captain-
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Walsh, and three guns of the Mountiin Train, under.

\'eutenant Green, retraced their steps towards Kabul,
nd encamped at Khabar-i-Jabér, to wait as an escort
;0 the' sick aud convalescent. The Sappers continued
-heir naarch back to Kébul unopposed; the rest re-
mained Lere unmolested until the 1st November, when
“they broke ground for Khurd-Kédbul. Here, in the
afternoon o.f the 2nd, Major Griffiths, who comnianded

the detachm ent, reccived a peremptory order from
General Elphinstone to force his way without loss of
time to Kdibul, where the insurrcetion had already
bioken out in all its violence. While striking his-
camp he was attac’ed by the mountaineers, who now
began to assemble 011 the neighbouring heights n. great
numbers, and his march throvgh the pass from Buta-i-
khik to Kibul was one continued conflict, nﬂthmg
saving him from heavy Jloss but the steadiness- and
gallantry of his troops, and the excellence of his own
dispositions. He arrived 112 cantonments before day-
“break on the morning of the 3rd November,

The two great leaders of thw rebellion: were Amin-
ullah Khin, the chicf of Logae, and Abd-ullah .Kha.n
Achakzoe, a chicf of great influcnce, and possessing a
large portion of the Pishin valley.

Amin-ullah Khiin had hitherto been considered one

of the siaunchest friends of the existing Government ;
and such was the confidence placed in him by the
Wazir, that he had selected him to take charge of
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Humza Khén, the lately superseded governor ::rf: the
Ghalzis, as a prisoner to Ghazni. This man now’
distinguished himself as one of our most inveterate
enemies. To illusirate the character of his coadjutor,
Abdnullah Khan, 1t will be sufficient to relate the follow-
ing anecdote. In order to get rid of his elder brother,
who stood between him and the inheritance, he caused
him to be seized and buried up to the chin in the earth.
A rope was then fastencd round his neck, and to.the
end of it was haltered a wild horse: the animal was
‘then driven round in a circle, until the unhappy .
victim’s head was twisted from his shoulders. This.-
same man 1s also mentioned in terms of just abhorrence -
by Captair A. Counolly in his Travels. -
But though the two-~ahove-named chiefs took 2
leading part in the rcbellion, there can be little doubt
that it had its origin in the decp offence aiven to the -
Ghalzis by the ill-advised reduction of their annual |
stipends—a measure which had apparent] y been forced
upon Sir William Macnaghten by the pecuniary ne. -
cessities of the king. This they considered, apd with
some ‘show of justice, as a breach of faith on the part
of our Government: at all events, that was surely
mistaken economy which raised into hostility men -
‘whose determined spirit under a sense of wrong the
following anecdote may illustrate. When - oppressed .
by Nadir Shah, the Ghalzi tribes, rather than succumb
to the' tyrant’s will, took refuge in the mouniains
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._ amzdst the snow, where with their families they 1 fed for
“months on roots alone: of these they sent a. ‘handful
h_htn Nadir, with the message, that, so long as such roots
-~ could be procured, they would contmue to resmt hlﬂ
tyranny. = Such were many of the men now.. leaguﬂedl
~ together by onc common feeling of hatred agamﬂt us,
A passage occurring in a posthumous | memﬂrandum-
- by the Envoy, now 1n Lady Macnaghten’s pﬂaséaslon,
requircs scriion here. '
- “The immediate cansc of the outhreak i fhe_'
capital was a seditious letter addresscd h} Abd- uﬂa,h_'
- Khan to several chiefs of influence at Kébul, Etatmg
that it was the design of the Envoy to selze. and, ﬂénﬂ
.them all to London! The principal rebels met ﬁn.'
‘the previous night, and, rel,ing on the mﬂammah]e
feehng% of the people of Kibul, they: pretended thﬂ.t'
‘the king had issued an order to put all infidels to de:afh
having previously forged an order from him for our
destruction, by the common process ' of W‘{iShl]lg_ out -
; ‘the contents of a genuine paper, with the eiceﬁﬁ;}n.
of the seal, and substituting their own wicked :_i,nﬁ&ﬁ-
tions.” -
Such at least 1s the genuaﬂy 1ec£,ne{1 versmn nf

~rashly prmmum;u the lung gullty of the dea]gn lmputed :
- to him.

~ But, however that may be, it is certam th,&t the
Cavents which I have alreadv narrated Guﬂ.‘ht tn have
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been enough to arousé the authnntles from their blmdt
| sec:urlty It ought, however, to be stated that, alarmed by .
certain symptoms of disaffection in different parts of the’
_cnuntry, and conscious of the inadequacy of the means
he: then possessed to quell any determined and general
ms‘l:lrrectmn Sir William had, a few months prevmusly,'_‘:
rétiulred the presence of several more regiments :
‘e *was, however, induced to cancel this wise precan-
tmnary measure. But, cven had this additional force
'amved 1t is next to certain that the loss of Brltls]:r;
honﬂur subsequently sustained, could only have been
deferred for a period. A fearfully severe lesson was .
:ﬁéqéésary to remove the veil from the eyes of those
ﬁ]:iﬂ',}.’ﬂrﬂ,%ﬂinn' their conclusions from their wishes,
would consider Afghiinistin as a settled country,
It is; but justice to Sir William Macnaghten to say.
ﬂlat auch recommendations from him as were Incom--
p:a,tlble with the retrenching system were not received -
at head-quarters in a way cneouraging to him as g
public officer.
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CHAPTER 1V,

FOPULAR OUTBREAK IN KANBUL, — MURDER OF STR ALEX-
ANDER BURNES,—UNHAPPY WANT OF PROMPTITUDE 'IN
CHECKING THE REBULLION, — ATTACK ON CAPTAIN
LAWRHENCE AND TIEUTENA.T STURT. é-cHAR'AGTER OF
GENTRAL ELPHINSTONE.~-UNMILTTARY POSITION AND
CONSTRUCTION OF THE CANTONMENT AT KABUL.

November 2nd, 1811L.—Ar an carly hour this morning
the startling mtelhgence was brought from the (_.’:]..tj'.
that a popular outhreak had taken place; that the
shops were all closed ; andthatag ocncral attack had been
made on the houses of all British officers residing in
Kabul. Abont 8 a.M. o hurried note was received by
the Enw}y in cantonments from Sir Alexander Burnes,*
stating that the minds of the people had been/ str{}ngly

* 'Z?_he Envoy lived in the cantonment, and Sir A. Burnes in the

L Y



UPRISING OF THE PEOPLE. . =~ 8l

excited by some mischicvous reports, but expressing a
hope that he should succeed in quelling the commotion..
About 9 a.m., however, a rumour was circulated, which
afterwards proved but too well founded, that Sir Alex-
ander had been murdered, and Captain  Johnson’s
treasury plundered. TFlames were now seen to issue:
from that part of the city where they dwelt, and it was
tﬂo ‘apparent that the endeavour to appease the people
by quiet means had failed, and that it would be neces- :

sary to have recourse to stronger measures. The re- .
- port of fire-arms was incessant, and scemed to extend
through the town from end to end.

Sir William Macnaghten now called upon General
Elphmstbne to act. An order was accordingly sent to
Brigadier Shelton, then cncamped at Siydh Sang, -
about a mile and a half distant from cantonments,, to
march forthwith to the Bild Hisdr, or royal citadel,
where his Majesty Shih Shuja resided, commanding a
'Iargﬂ pﬂﬁiﬂﬂ of the city, with the following troops,
viz., one company of Iler Majesty’s 44th Foot, a wmg |
of the 54th Regiment Native Infantry under Ma;nrj
Ewart, the 6th Regiment Shih’s Infantry under Cap-
tain Hopkins, and four Horse Artillery guns under
Ca,pta.m Nicholl ; and on arrival there to act according
to his own Judgment atter consulting with the king.

The remainder of the troops encamped at Slyah
Sang were at the same time ordered into cantonments ;
viz., Her Majesty’s 44th Foot under Lle_utenant—



82 THE KABUL INSURREOTION OF 184142,

Colonel Mackerell, two Horsc Artillery guns under
J.neutcnnnt Waller, and Anderson’s Trregular Horse,
A messenger was likewise despatched to recall the 87th
Native Infantry from Khurd-Kébul without delay:
The troops at this time in cantonments were as folloys :
viz., 5th Regiment Native Infantry, under Lieutenant-
Colonel Oliver: a wing of 5ith Native In.fant'!'y,.
five' 6-pounder field guns, with a detachment of the
Shih’s Artillerv, under Licutenant Warburton ; the
Envoy’s body-gnard ; a troop of Skinner’s Horse, and.
another of local Horse, under Lieutenant Walker ;

three companies of the Shih’s Sappers, under. Captiqn-
Walsh ; and about twenty men of the- Cﬁmpﬂ'g’n
Sappers, attached to Captain Paton, Assistant Quarter-

master-Gieneral.

Widely spread and formidable as this insurrection
proved to be afterwards, 1t was at first a mere mmgm
ficant cbullition of discontent on the part of a few
desperate and restless men, which military energy ahd '
promptitude ought to have crushed in the bud. Its
colnmencement was an attack by certainly not three
hundred men on the dwellings of Sir Alexander Bum
and Captain Johnson, paymaster to the Shah’s fom,
and so little did Sir Alexander himsclf apprehefid
ae.rmus consequences, that he not only refused, on Itu.
fisrt breaking out, to comply with the earnest entmm
-of the wazir to accompany him to the B4ld Hisér, *bpt
actually forbade his guard to fire on the mnm_s,
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attelﬁphng to check what he supposed to be a mere
not”by haranguing the attacking party from the gallery
. UFi:hn house. The result was fatal to himself; for, 1n
spite of the devoted gallantry of the Sepoys, who com-
' posed his guard and that of the paymaster’s office and
treasury on the opposite side of the strect, who yielded
their trust only with their latest breath, the latter were
plundered,and his two companions, Licutcnant William
~ Broadfoot, of the Bengal Luropean Regiment, and his
‘brother, Lieutenant Burnes, of the Bombay Army, wﬁ
maskdered, in common with every man, woman, " and’
t:hlld found on the premises, by these blﬂodfhzraty
miscreants, Licutenant Breadfoot killed five or six
men with his own hand before he was shot down.

No man, surely, in a“highly responsible public sitha-
tion-—especially in such a one as that held by the late
‘Sir"Alexander Burnes—ought ever to indulge in a state’
-of blind sccurity, or to neglect salutary warnings, how-
eﬁ'ﬁ- small. Tt is indisputable that such warnings had.
;m*gwen to him; cspecially by a respectable Afghén:
named T4j- \’Iulnmnmd on the very previous nlght,:
‘who' went in person to Sir A. Burnes to put him on’
his ‘guard, but retired disgusted by the incredulity
mt'h which bis assertions werce received. It is not for
me to comment on his public character. It is the pro-
perty of the civilized portion of the world; but it is
-due to another, little known bevond the immediate
svhere in which he maved ta env that had +hie antd
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| break been prﬂductwe of no effects beyund the death
of Lieutenant William Broadfoot, it could not “be
 sufficiently deplored : i him was lost to the State not
only onc of its bravest and most inteﬂigént officers,
but a man who for honesty of purpose and sﬂundlresa
of judgment, I may boldly aver, could not be. sm*-_
passed. B
 The king, who was in the Bali Hisér, being sﬁﬁ]'e-;_
~ what startled hy the tnercasing number of the rioters,
although not at the tine aware, so tar as we ci_lli judge,
~of the assassination of Sir A. Burnes, despatched one
of his sons with a wumber of his immediate Afghén
“retainers, and that corps of Hinddstanis cnmmunly;-l
_- called Campbell’s Regiment, with two guus, to restore:
“order: no support, however, was rendered to these by
our troops, whose Icaders apprared so thunderstruck
"1)}’ the intelligence of the outhreak, as to be incapable -
of adopting more thay the most pucrile defensive mea-
sures. Diven Sir Willimve Muacnaghten seemed, from'a
note received at this t'me from him by Captain Trevor,
" to apprehend little danger, as he thercin expressed his
perfeet confidence as to the speedy and cﬂ_mp'lété-
success of Campbell’s Hindudstanis in putting.an end to
~the disturbance. Such, however, was not the case;
for the enemy, cncouraged by our inaction, increased
.'rapidly n é.pirit and numbers, and drove back the

“king’s guard with great slanghter, the guns bemg mth
difficuliv saved.
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1t Iﬁgst be understood that Captain Trevor lived at
this time with his family in a strong &irj, or tower,
sifuéted by the river side, ncar the Kazilbash quarter,
'Whlﬂh on the west, is wholly distinct from the re-
mmnder of the city. Within musket shot, on the
.ﬂppnsife side of the river, in the direction of the strong
| H.nd populous village of Dih Afghdn, is a fort of some
size, then used as a godown, or storchouse, by the
' Shél’s commissariat, part of it being occupied by
‘Brigadier Anquetil, commauding the Shab’s force.
Close to this fort, divided by a narrow watercourse, Waal
‘the house of Captain Troup, brigade major of thé'
Shﬁh’s force, perfectly defensible against musketry
‘Both Brigadier Anquctil and Captain Troup had gone-
out on horseback early in the morning towards canton- -
ments, and were unable to return ; but the above fort
and house contained the usual guard of Sepoys Me,g(
in a garden close at hand, called the Ydbi- Khdna, or
lines of the baggage-cattle, was a small detachment of’
the Shah’s Sappers and Miners, and a party of Captain
Ferrig’s jazailchis. Captain Trevor’s tower was capable
- of being made good agamst a much stronger fdrc'e\_'-
than the rebels at this present time could have ﬂﬂl- _‘
lected, had it been properly garrisoned. .

As it was, the Hézirbash, or King’s Life-guards,
were, under Captain Trevor, congregated round their
leader, to protect him and his family ; which duty, it
‘will be seen, they well performed under very trying |
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circumstances.  For what took place in this quarter I
beg to refer to a communication made to me at my
request by Captain Colin Mackenzie, Assistant Political
Agent at Peshiwar, who then occupied the godown
portion of the fort above mentioned, which will be
found hereafter,

I have alrcady stated that Brigadier Shelton ‘was
early in the day directed to proceed with part .of the
Stydh Sang force to occupy the Bila Hisdr, and,
requisite, to lead his troops agatnst the lnsurgenta
Captain Lawrence, niilitary secretary to the Envcly,
was at the samce time sent forward to prepare the k.‘l.ug
for that ofticer’s reception. Taking with him Eg‘u.l:
troopers of the Body-guard, he was galloping a'ldﬁ_gﬂlq
main road, when, shortly after crossing the l"l?erfg.'lle
was suddenly attacked by an Afghin, who, rusluiig
krom hchind a wall, made a desperate cut at hlm with

a large two-handed knife.  He dexterously avoided
the blow by spurring his horse on one side; but, pas-
sing onwards, he was fired upon by about fifty men';'
who, having seen his approach, ran out from the
Léahor gate of the city to intercept hint. He reachati
the Bila Hisir safe, where he found the king apparently
In a state of great agitation, he having witnessed the
assauit from the window of his palace. His Mh_]ﬂﬂty
expressed an eager desire to conform to the Envoy’s
‘wishes in all respects in this emergency.

- Captain Lawrence was still conferring with the king

2
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when Lieutenant Sturt, our executive engineer, rushed
intd the palace, stabbed in three places about the face
and neck. 1e had heen sent by Brnigadier Shelton to
make arrangcments for the accommodation of the
troops, and had reached the gute of the Diwan Khana,
ar hall of audicnce, when the attempt at s life was
made by somc onc who had concealed himself there
for that purpose, and who immediately cffected his
eacape. The wounds were tortunately not dangerous,
and Lieutenant Sturt was conveved back to canton-
ments 1n the king’s own palanquin, under a strong
escort. Soon after this, Brigadhier Shelton’s force ar-
rived ; but the day was sufiered to puss without amy<
thing being done demonsirative of British cnergy and
sower. 'The murder of nur conutrymen, and the spolia-
-tion of public and private property, was prepetrated
with impunity within a nnle of our cantonment, and,

under the very walls of the Bila Hsar,

Such an exhibition of weakness on our part tauglit
the enemy their strengtli-—confirmed against us thode
who, however disposed to join 1 the rebellion, hagd
‘hitherto kept sloof from prudential motives, and ulth
mately encouraged the nation to unite as one man fof
our destruction.

It was, in fact, the crisis of all others calculated
test the qualitics of a mulitary commander, to bngg
forth genius from its lurking place, or to detect tige
absence of that rarest of nature’s gifts. 1t would Ee
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the height of injustice to 2 most amiable and gallant
- officer not to notice the long course of painful and
wearing illness, which had materially affected the
| nerves, and probably even the intellect, of General
Elphmstone ; cruclly incapacitating him, so far as he
was personally concerned, from acting in this sudden
emergency with the promptitude and vigour necessﬂ;y
-for our preservation. Major-General Elphinai:ane had
some time before represented to Tord Auckland the
shattered state of his health, stating plainly and
- honestly that it had unfitted him to continue in cuﬂi{ |
mand, and rcquesting permission to resign., Lord
Auckland acceded to his wishes; and the ‘General was
on the point of returning to India, thence to. embark
for England, when the rebellion unhappily broke uut
No one, who knew General Elphinstone, could fail to
esteem his many exccilent qualities both in public and
private hife. T'o all under his command, not excePtinig
the youngest subaltern, he was ever accessible, and in |
the highest degree courteous and considerate : nor did .
he ever exhibit, either in word or practice, the slightest
partlallty for officers of his own servieg over those of
the Company. His professional knowledge was exten-
~dive; and, before discase had too much impared his
firame for active exertion, he had zealously applied
. Himself to improve and stimulate cvery branch of the'
~dervice. He had, indced, but onc unhappy fault as a
' general—the result, probably, of age and infirmity—
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and this was a want of confidence in his own judgment,
leading him too often to prefer the opinions of others
~to his own, until, amidst the conflicting views of a
multitude of counsellors, he was at a loss which course
to take.* Hence much of that indecision, procrasti-
nation, and want of method which occasionally para-
lyzed our efforts, gradually dishcartened the troops,
and ultimately proved a source of calamity to all con-
céi‘nf}ld. I will nevertheless add, that during the ﬁiége
no onagexposed himself more fearlessly or frequently
to the -EIIBIII}’?S firc than General Elphinstone : but
" his gallantry was never doubted.  Unhappily, Sir Wil-
liam Macnaghten at first made lght of the insurrec-
tion, and, by his rcpresentations as to the general
feeling of the pgeple tovaards us, not only deluded him- -
self, but mised the General in council. The unwel-
come truth was soon forced upon us, that in the whole -
Afghdn nation we could not reckon on a single friend.
But though no active measures of aggression were
taken, all necessary preparations were made to secure -
the cantonment against attack. It fcll to my own lot

* Lady Bale writes 1o the sume effect :--*“ We are now in circum-
stances which require a man of energy to cope with them, Major -
Thain is said to be a good adviser, but, unfortunately, it is not.
always in the multitude of counsellors that there is wisdom ; and'
50 many proffered their advice and crossed his, that Thain withdrew
his, and only now answers such guestions as are put to him.” . . . |
“ General Elphinstone vacillates on every point. His own jndg-
ment appears to be good, but he 18 swayed by the last speaker.”
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to place every available gun in position round the
works, Besides the guns already mentioned, we had
in the magazine six 9-pounder iron guns, three 23-
pounder howitzers, onc 12 J.pounder ditto, and thrée
54-inch mortars; but the detail of artlllerymen fell
very short of what was required to man qll- these
efficiently, consisting of only cighty Panjibis belonging
to the Shih, under Licutenant Warburton, very insaffi-
aently istructed, aud of doubtful fidelity.

To render our position intelligible, it is nacessaty
to describe the cantonment, or fortified lines so called.
It is uncertain to whom the blame justly Bttach&!
for the faults which I am ahout to describe, but ﬂ:e
credit of having selected a site for the can.onméntu
or controlled the execution of its works, is not a dﬂ-
tinction now likely to be claimed exclusively bycﬂly
one. Butit must always remain a wonder that aEy
Government, or any officer or set of officers, who had
either scicnce or experience in the field, should, in -a
half.conquered country, fix their forces (already in-
adequate to the scrvices to which they might be called)
in 80 extraordinary aud injudicious a military posi-
tion. Every engincer officer who had been dunhulféﬂ,
since the first oceupation of Kébul by our troops, kad
pointed io the Bili Hisar as the only suitable' place
for a garrison which was to keep in subjection ‘the
city and the surrounding country; but, above ull, _-it
‘was surely the only proper site for the magabise,
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on ‘hlch the army’s efliciency depended. In defiance,
huwever of rule and precedent, the position eventually
fixed mpou for our magazing and cautonment was a
p;ﬂce of low swampy ground, commanded on all sides
by hills or forts. It consisted of a low rampart and a
narrow ditch in the form of a parallelogram, thrown
up along the line of the Kohistin road, one thousand
yards long and six hundred broad, with round flanking
baaﬁi:_rna at cach corner, every one of which was com.-
manded by some fort or hill. To one end of thid
work was attached a space ncarly half as large again,:
and surrounded by a simple wall. This was called the
“Mission Compound :” hall of it was appropriated:
for the residence of the Envoy, the other half being
crowded with buildings~ erected without any attempt
at regularity, for the accommodation of the officers
and’ dssistants of the mission, and the Envoy’s body-
guard. This large space required in time of sicge
to be. defended, and thus materially weakened the
garfison ; while its very cxistence rendered the whole
face.,of the cantonment, to which it was annexed;
| nugatory for purposes of defence. Besides these
disadvantages, the lines were a great deal too ex-
tended, so that the ramparts could not be properly
manned without Larassing the garrison. On the east-
érn. side, about a quarter of a mile off, flowed the
Kébul river in a direction parallel with the Kohistdn
road, Between the river and cantouments, about
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~one hundred and fifty yards from the latter, whs a
wide canal. General Elphinstone, on his arrival 1in
April, 1841, perceived at a glance the utter unfitness
of the cantonment for purposes of protracted defence,

~and when a new fort was about to be built for-the
magazine on the south side, he liberally nﬁered to

purchase for the Government, out of his own funds,

a large portion of the land in the vicinity, with the
view of removing somc very objectionable imclosures
and gardens, which offered shelter to oue ,“euemj
within two hundred yards of our ramparts ; but neither

~ was his offer accepted, nor were his 1*Epresentatiﬂné
on the subject attended with any good result. He
lost no time, however, 1 throwing a bridge-over the
river, in a direct line between the cantonments and
the Siydh Sang camp, and in rendering the bridge over

the canal passable for guns ; which judicious ‘measure
shortcned the distance for artillery and infantry by at
least two miles, sparing, too, the necessity which
existed previously of moving to and [ro by the main
road, which was commanded by three or four forts
as well as from the city walls. Moreover, the Kibul

River being liable to sudden rises, and almost always
unfordable during the rainy season (March and April},
it will easily be understood that the erection of this
bridge was a4 work of much importance. But the most
unaccountable oversight of all, and that which:may
be said to have contributed most largely to’ nﬁr._'sub-
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sequent disasters, was that of having the commissariat
stﬂresrdéraﬂﬁ,ed from cantonmeuts, In an old fort which,
in an outbreak, would be almost indefensible. Cap-
tain Skinner, the chief commissariat officer, at the fime
when this arrangement was made, earnestly solicited
from the authorities a place within the cantonment for
his stores, but reccived for answer that ““no such place
could be given him, as they were far too busy in
erecting barracks for the men, to think of commissariat

stores.” The Fnvoy himsclf pressed this point very |
urgently, but without avail. At the south-west angle

of cantonments was the bizir village, surrounded by a2 ©

low wall, and so crowded with mud huts as to form a
perfect maze. Nearly opposite, with only the high
road between, was the snimll fort of Muhammad Shartf,
which perfectly commanded our south-west bastion.
Attached to this fort was the Shih Bagh, or king’s
garden, surrounded by a high wall, and comprising a.
space of about half a square mile.  About two hundred
yards highcer up the road towards the city, was the

commissartat fort, the gate of which stood very nearly =

opposite the entrance of the Shik Bagh. There were
- vartous other forts at different points of our works,
which will be mentioned in the course of events. On
the east, at the distance of about a mile, was a range
of low 'ﬁills dividing us from the Siyih Sang camp;
and - on the west, about the same distance ﬂﬁ, was
another somewhat higher range, at the north-east
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flank of which, by the road-side, was the village of
Bemdri, commanding a great part of the Mission
Compound. In fact, we were so hemmed In on all
sides, that, when the rcbellion hecame general, the
troops could not move out a dozen paces from eithex
gatc, without being exposed to the fire of some
neighbouring hostile fort, garrisoned too by marku-
men who scldom missed their amm. The country
around us was likewise full of impediments to the
movements of artillery and cavalry, being in many
places flooded, and everywhere closely intersected “by
decp water-cuts. -

I cannot help adding, in conclusion, that almost all.
the calamities that befel our ill-starred force may be
traced more or less to the defects of our position ;- and
that our cantonment st Kibul, whether we look to its
situation or construction, must ever be spoken of as
discreditable to the military skill and judgment of
those responsible for the faults above described.

[The author’s description of the faulty and insecure
construction and position of the cantonment was fully.
verified by the present Major-General Sir Frederie -
Abbot, when serving as Chiel Engincer with General .
Pollock’s army, and after a careful survey of the spot
in September, 1842.  He thus reports upon it :—

“ One glance of the accompanying plan is sufficient
el gl el £l sl of the Doaiticn. The
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cantgnment appears to have been purposely surrounded
wﬂ:h dlﬁcultles indeed, a stranger might suppose that

y of the mud forts, approaching so clﬂsely to the
_-wails must have been built for the express purpose of
beslegmg it.  With this full knowledge of the diffi-
culties of their position, it is a matter of surprise that
our mihitary authorities did not throw themselves into
the Bild - Hisér, a movement that might have been
eﬁected mth little loss at any period of the siege, by
hﬂldlng “the heights of Siyih Sang whilst passing the
‘maunitions. from place to place; and even had carriage

been wanting for the commissariat stores, our troops,
hmldmg the town of Kiabul at their mercey, could have*
secured -provisions to any amount,” |

. No higher corroboratiye testimony than the above
could be ‘wished or expected. Tt may, however, now
be. Btated without hesitation, that what have been
deemed ““mihitary ” errors had a “ political ” origin,
and ‘were the natural result of regarding Afghénistdn -
asaaettled country, and the British force as a mere
];}Ollce Eltabhshmcnt When employed against a.n'f:“
open.’ ﬁnemy in the field, military commanders knﬂw'
-what is. expected of them, and arrange their plans ac-
curdmgly, but when their every action, involving ex-
penditure, is subject to civil control, so that not even
the slmplest field-work can be undertaken without a -
reference to that controlling power, which, in its turn
must perhaps refer the matter to a thrifty Gnvernment
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some two thousand miles distant, and when they are
authoritatively assured that all around them breathes
peace and lasting quict, even the wisest gencrals may
be tempted hy a love of ease, or by a distaste for petty
interference, to become callous in allowing that wliich
they sceretly disapprove ; and, being dependent on the
civil authoritics for information, may he lmperceptlbly |
ensnarcd 1nto a state of latal security.

And thus it was at Kibul, and to that fruitful source
of mischief may he traced those faulty military ar-
rangements whose disastrous tendency was but  too
truly foreseen and honestly pointed out by Brigadier
Roberts and others, while vet there was time to renfiedy'
the evil. | . |

When Sir Willoughby Cot?on, on his return march
from Kibul, met his successor, General Elphinstnnej
~in the Panjib, he congratulated the latter on having
obtained so.pleasant a post, where all was in a state of
peaceiul repose, httle dreaming that the:paradise of
ease and quiet he thus confidently bequeathed was like
that of a mine of gunpowder to which the hghted slﬂw~
match had already been applied.’ '
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CHAPTER V.

THE 37TH REGIMENT ATTACKED ON ITS RETURN FROM

 EHURD-KABUL. — MURDER OF LIEUTENANTS MAULE.
'AND WHEELER. — LOSS OF THE COMMISSARTAT FORT
— SUCCESSFUL ATTACK ON . THE FORT OF MUHAMMAD
 SHARIP, — ENGAGEMPNTS WITH AFGHAN HORSE AND:
FOOT.—THE ENEMY'S PLAN TO REDUCE THE BRITISH
'BY STARVATION. — BRIGADIER SHELTON SENT TPOR
FROM BALA HISAR.

November 3rd.—~Ar 3 a.m. the alarm was sounded a;t:.f
thé eastern gate of cantonments, in consequence of a
brigk file-firing in the direction of Siyih Sang, which::
Lturned out to proceed from the 37th Regiment Native .
Infﬂ,ntrjr on 1ts return from Khurd-Kdbul, having been

closely followed up the whole way by a body of about
three thousand Ghalzis. The regiment managed, never-
theless, to savé all its baggage excepting a few tents,
‘which were left on the ground for want of carriage,
and to bring in all the wounded safe. : |
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A more orderly march was never made under such
trying circumstances, and 1t reflects the highest credit
on Major Griffiths and all coucerned. This regiment
was a .valnable acquisition to our garmson, bcing'de‘-_-
servedly esteemed one of the best in the service. Thres-
guns of the Mountain Tram, under Licutenant. Gi-e:en,
accornpanicd them, and were of the greatest usé ‘m
defending the vear on the line of march. In EUIIEE-
quence of their arrival, a reinforcement was sent ‘into-
the Bili Ilixir, consisting of the left wing 54th Native
Infantry, with Licutenant Green’s guns, one iron
9-pounder, one 2 t-pounder howitzer, two 5! -inclil
mortars, and a supplv of magazine stores. They all
reached it 1n safcty, though a few shots were fired at
the rear-gnard from some orchards near the Clt]f.
Brigadier Shelton was ordered to maintain a sharp
fire upon the city from the howitzers and guns, and to
endeavour to fire the houses by means of shells and
carcasses' from the two mortars : should he also find
it practicable to send o foree into the city, he was to’
do so. |

Early in the afternoon a detachment under Major
Swayne, consisting of two companies 5th Native In<
fantry, one of Her Majestv’s -tith, amd two Hnr‘n:g
Artillery guns under Licutenant Waller, proceeded out
of the western gate towards the city, to effect, if pos.
sible, a junction at the Lihor gate with a part of Bri-
gadier Shelton’s force from the Béld Hisdr. “Fhey
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M§e‘bmk and defeated a party of the enemy who
Opcupxed the road near the Shih Bigh, but had to en-
“counter a sharp fire from the Kohistan gatec of the
city, and from the walls of various enclosures, behind-
‘which a number of marksmen had concealed them-
selves, as also from the fort of Mahmdd Khén com-
manding the road along which they had to pass.
Lientenant Waller and several Scpovs were wounded.
Major Swayne, observing the whole line of road to-
-wards the Libhor gate strongly occupied by some
'Afghdin horse and jazailchis, and fearing that he would
be unable to cficet the object in view with so small a.
force unsupported by cavalry, retired into cantonments.
Shortly after this, a large body of the rebels having
issued from the fort of Mahmid Khan, nine hundred.
yards sputh-ecast of cantonments, extended thcmselvéfs
in a line along the bank of the river, displaying a flag;
gn iron 9-pounder was brought to bear on them from
ﬂur south-east hastion, and a round or two of shrapnel
ﬁlmgd them to seck shelter behind some neighbouring
banks, whence, after some desultory firing on both-
md&u they retired.

Whatever hopes may have been entertained, up to
this period, of a speedy termination to the insurrection,
they began now to wax fainter every hour, and an order
was despﬂchud to the officer commanding at Kandahdr
to lose no time 1n sending to our assistance the 16th and

43rd Regiments Native Infantry (which were under
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orders for India), together with a trnup of I-Inrse Artﬂ- |
lery, and half a regiment of Cavalry; an order was
likewise sent off to recall General Sale with his bmgade;,
from Ganddmak. Captain John Conolly, political
assistant to the Envoy, went into the Bald Hisdr’
early this morning, to remain with the king, _and.:-
to render every assistance in his power to Brlgadler.
-Shelton.

On this day Lieutenant Richard Maule, commanding
the Kohistdni Regiment, which on its return From
‘Zurmat had been stationed at Kacdara in Kohistdn,
about twenty miles north-west of Kébul, with the ob-
‘ject of keeping down disaffection m that quar_tf:'r;,
‘being deserted by his men, was, together with local
‘TLieutenant Wheeler, his adjulant, barbarously niur-
-dered by a band of rehels. They defended themselves
resolutely for several minutes, but at length fell under
‘the fire of some jazails. Lieutcnant Maule had been
previously informed of his danger by a friendly natwe,
‘but chose rather to run the risk of being aacmﬁced
“than desert the post assigned him. Thus fell a nnble-
: hearted soldier and a devout Christian, B
November -Ith-—The cnemy having taken strﬂng
"‘pﬂlsessmn of the Shdh Bdgh, or King’s Garden,’ and
“thrown a garrison into the fort of Muhammad Sharlf
nearly opposite the bazar, effectually prevented any
- communication betwecn the cantonment and commis-
Ha.nat fort, the gate of which latter was commanded
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by thﬁ gate of the Shih Bégh on the other mde of thE
__rﬂad. ~

Enslgn Warren, of the 5th Native Infantry, at this
tlme {}ECHPIE(]_ the commissariat fort with one hundred
men, and having reportcd that he was very hard
pressed by the enemy, and in danger of being cnm-
pletely cut off, the General, either forgetful or unaware
at the moment of the important fact that upon the
.PGEEBHSIDII of this fort we were entircly dependent for
provisions, and anxious only to save the lives of | men
whom he believed to be in imminent peril, hastily gave
directions that a party under the command of Captain
Bwayne, of Her Majesty’s 44th Regiment, should pro-
ceed immediately to bring off Ensign Warren and his
gﬂrrlscm to cantonments, abandoning the fort to the
enemy. ‘A few minutes previously an attempt to reheve'
him had been made by Ensign Gordon, with a com«
pany of the 37th Native Infantry and eleven camefé:
3laden with ammunition ; but the party were driven
Back and Ensign G{erml killed. Captain Swayne;
r;_nnw accordingly proceeded towards the spot with twn?
_'écﬂmpﬂ.nnm of Her Majesty’s 44th ; scarcely had theyﬁz
5'13511&(1 from cantonments cre a sharp and destructlve:f
fire: wag pourcd upon them from Muhammad Sharlf’s
fort, which, as they proceeded, was taken up by the_
marksmen in the Shih Bégh, under whose deadly-aim
both officers and men suffered severely ; ; Captains.
Swavne and Bobinson of the 44th being killed. and
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Lieutenants Hallahan, Evans, and Fortye wounded, in’
this disastrous husiness. It now scemed, to the officer
on whom the command had devolved, impracticable to
bring off Ensign Warren’s party, without risking the
annihilation of hix own, which had alrcady suat.aine&;
5O rapld and severe a loss 1 oflicers ; he therefnrc'i'e- -
turned forthwith to cantonments, In the course ﬂf
the evening, another.attempt was made by a pa.rtyof
the 5th Light Cavalry; but they encountered so severe
a fire from the neighbouring enclosares as ﬂbliged"'.
them to return without effecting their desired object,
with the loss of cight troopers killed and fourteen bnd]y*._
wounded. Captasn Bovd, the Assistant Cummisaa._ry-

Gencral, having meanwhile been made acquainted with
the General’s intention to give up the fort, hastened
to lay hefore him the disastrous consequences that
would ensuc from ~o doing., He stated that the plﬁcﬁ_
contained, hesides large supplics of wheat and 4t4, all
his stores of rum, medicine, clothing, &e., the yalue of
which might he estimated at four lues uf ripis; that
to abandon such valuable property would not unl'y
-expose the force to the immediate want of the neces-
-saries of lifc, but would iufallibly inspire the enemy
‘with tenfold courage. He added that we had not
above two days’ supply of provisions in cnntﬂnmenﬁﬁ
and that neither himself nor Caprain Juhusnn, qf
the Shah’s commissariat, had any prospeet of p:n-
curing them elsewhere under existing clrcumatﬁnoeu.
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In -ﬁ@nﬂequence of this strong rcpresentation on the
]foa,rt of Captain Boyd, the General secnt immediate
orders to Ensign Warren to hold out the fort wo the
last extremity. (Ensign Warren, it must be remarked, _
denied having received this note.)  Farly in the night
a letter was received from him to the cffect that he be-
lieved the enemy were busily enzaged in mining one of.
the towers, and that such was the alarm among the
Sepoys that scveral of them had actually made their
ﬁc&pe.over the wall to cantonments; that the enemy
* were making preparations to barn dowu the gate; and
that, considering the temper of his men, he did not
expect to be able to Lold out many hours longer,
unless reinforced without delay. In reply to this he
was informed that he would be reinforeed by 2 aa. i'

At about 9 o’clock p.m. there was an assembly of
staff and other oflicers at the General’s housc, when .
the Envoy came i and cxpressed his serious conviction
that, unless Muhammad Sharif’s fort were taken that
very night, we should lose the commissariat fort, or.
'a.*.. all events he unable to hring out of 1t provisions for
the troops. The disaster of the morning rendered the”
Genera] extremely unwilling to exposce his officers and
men to any similar peril; but, on the other hand, it -
was urgrd that the darkness of the nmight would nullify
the enemy’s fire, who would also most likely be
‘taken unawares, as it was not the custom of the
Afghfns to mgintain a very strict watch at night. A.
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man in Captam Johnson’s employ was accﬂrdmgly aent‘.

-out t0 reconnoitre the place ; he returned in a few
-'.'“"mluutes with the intelligence that about twenty men'_:_
-were seated outside the fort near the gate, smoking and
"'talkmg;, and from what he overhcard of their cnnver-'-'
‘sation, he judged the garrison to be very small, and::'
‘unable to resist a sudden ouset. The dehate was new
“resumed, but another hour passed and the General c@uld’-’
not make up his mind. A second spy was despatched, J
~whose report tended to corroborate what the first had

-sald. I was then sent to Lieutenant Sturt, the ensc
gineer, who was nearly recovered from his wounds, for.
his opinion. Ile at first expressed himself in favﬂur nf.,.}
“an immediate attack, but, on hearing that sonie of the

enemy were on the watch at the gate, he pldged 1t

prudent to defer the assault till an early hour in ﬂ:le

morning : this decided the General, though not. ]:)efure-
‘several hours had slipped away in frurtless dlscusslon
~ Orders were at last given for a detachment to be 111"'
-readiness at 4 o.m. at the Kohist4n gate; and Captamj
“Bellew, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster- General, mlun-!
teered to blow open the gate; another party of HE]:-'
Majesty s 44th were at the same time to issue by o
cut in the south face of the rampart, and march smul-r;
g taneoubly' towards the commissariat fort, to reinforce

the garrison. Morning had, however, well da.wned?

_ere the men could be got under arms; and they were:
on the point of marching off, when it was reported
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that Euslgn Wﬂrren had just arrived in ca,ntnnmentsff.
~with his garrison, having evacuated the fort. It seems
that the enemy had actually set fire to the gate; and:
Ensign Warren, sceing no prospect of a reinforcement,
and expecting the cuemy every moment to rush 111,~"f’-
led out his men by a hole which he had prepared 111:'?"'
the wall. ‘Being called upon in a public letter from
‘the Assistant Adiutant-(}enci"al to state his reasons for
abandoning his post, he replied that he was ready to
“do so before a court of inquiry, which he requeated*:’_
rr.ught be assembled to investigate his conduct; it was_
not, however, decmed Expedmnt to comply ﬁlth ]113_.-.'
_-rcquest e
It is keyond a donbt that our feeble and 1ﬂeﬂ'ectual
defence of this fort, and-the valuable bouty 1t yielded,
was the first fatal blow to our supremacy at Kdbul, and -
atronce determined those chicfs—and more particularly -
the Kamlbdshess—w]m had hitherto remained neutral, .
tn join in thc gmmrai combination to drive us from thel__'____.
. muntry .. ;
- Captain Tlemr having held out his house agamat
'the rebels until all hope of relief was at an end; was
safely escorted into cantonments this morning, with .
his wife and seven children, by his H4zirbash horsemen,
who behaved faithfully, but now, out of regard for -
their famlhes dispersed to their houses. (,aptam_'
Ma,ckenzm likewise, after defending his fort until his _'
aramunition was expended, fought his way into canton- -



];0_6__":.&113}- 'KABUL INSURRECTION OoF 1841-42.,

.ments late last might, having received a glicht wound
'-"}jﬁ'"the road. His men had behaved with the utmost
’ffb'i'avery, and made scveral successful sallies. (S_ea. his
own account,) . .
November 5th.—It no sooner became generally k]:mwn,
‘that the commissariat fort, upon which we were ﬂe-
~pendent for supplies, had been abandoned, tha,n GIIE
cruniversal feeling of indignation pervaded the ga.rrlsﬂn
nor can I describe the impatience of the troops, but
especially the native portion, to be led out for its re-
capturc—a feeling that was by no means d]Hlll‘llEhEd b}r
their sceing the Afghdns crossing and re-crossing the
road between the commissariat fort and the gate of. the
- Shah Bdgh, laden with the provisions upon w;uch had
. depended our ability to mal:c a lwlﬂtla,cted defenﬂﬁ'
- Observing this disposition among the troops, and f_ﬂ_ﬂl_f
~ipg the importance of checking the trimmph GIf th'e
-“enemy in 1ts infancy, 1 %trﬂnumhhr urged the Geuera]
1o send out a party to capturc Muhammad Sha.nf’;s
- fort by blowing open the gate, and Tfﬂhmteered myself
“to keep the road clear from any sudden advance of
“cavalry, with two Horse Artillery guns, under cﬂver ﬁf
- whose fire the storming party could advance alnng the
'ruad, protected from the fire of the fort by a low wall
“~which hined the road the whole way. The General
: agreed ; a storming party from the 5th Native Infantry
was ordered; the powder bags were got I'eady} and
. at about 12 mid-day we issued from the western g&te
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the guna led the way, and were brnught into actmn
I'Imﬂer the partial cover of some trees, within one hun-:
_'drea yards of the fort. For the space of twenfy’
| mmutea the artillery continued to work the guns under't

Ia,n “excessively sharp fire from the walls of the fc:rt'f"
~but the storming party, probably in uncertainty as to
an entrance having been sccured, had in the meantime
remamed stationary under cover of the wall by the
rﬂad side. The Gencral, who was watching pmceedmga_
_frﬂm the gateway, ohserving that the gun ;unmumtu}n_,'
was running short, and that the troops had from some
unknﬂwn_ cause failed to take advantage of the beat':
opportunity for advancing, vecalled us into canton-
ments : 1hus the cnemy enjoyed their triumph undi-
minished. .

- November 6th.—1t was now determined to take the
fort of Muhammad Sharif by regular breach and assault.
At’ an earlj hour, three iron 9-pounder guns werel
'_brtmght to bear upon its north-east bastion, and two
_hﬂW]tEEI‘S upon the contiguous curtain. T took chargek'
(}f the fﬂrmer and Lieutenant Warburton of the latter.-
I‘ﬂ the space of about two hours a practicable breach
'waﬂ eﬁ’ected during which time a hot fire was poured.
~upon’ “the artillerymen from the enemy’s sharpshooters,
statmned in a couple of high towers which com-
;pletely cﬂrﬂmanded the battery, whereby, as the em
brasures crumbled away from the constant concussion,
it bﬁcame at length a difficult task to work the guns.:




‘108 THE KABUL INSURRECTION OF 1841-42.

"
L

-_A sturmmg party, cnmpnsed of three companies, viz,
one company of Her Majesty’s 44th under Ensﬂgn
Raban, one company 5th Native Infantry uuder"r
Lieutenant Deas, one company 37th under Lieutenant
Steer, the whole commanded by Major G'rrlﬂithﬂf,"'
speedily carried the place. Poor Raban was. shot
‘through * the heart, when conspicuously Waﬂug a
flag on the summit of the breach. -

~ As this fort adjoined the Shih Bigh, it was deemed
advisable to dislodge the enemy from the latter, if
possible. Learning that there was a large opening in
‘the wall in the north side of the garden, and being: IEfI:' |
to excrcise my own discretion, I took a 6-pm:mde:r
gun thither, and fired several rounds of grape and
shrapnell upon parties of the enemy assembled within
under the trces, whigh speedily drove them out; and
had a detachment of infantry been ordered to take
._advantage of the opportunity thus afforded to thrﬂw'
‘themselves into the building at the principal entra_nce'
by the road side, the place might have been Easily
‘carried permanently, and immediate repossession could_
have been then taken of the commissariat fort opposite,
which had not yct been emptied of half its contents.
While this was going on, a reconnoitring party ur_ider_
~Major Thain, Aide-de-Camp, consisting of ﬂné" Hﬂfﬂﬂ
-Artillery gun, one troop 5th Cavalry, and two cump,amea"-
of infantry, scoured the plain to the west of canton--
ments; and having driven the enemy frﬂm several- |
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enclnsures, were returmng homeward, WhEIl la.rge_'
numbers of Afghén horse and foot were obsérved to
prne_,eeq from the direction of the. city towards the
+ sdﬂ'i:thes‘t extremity of a hill, which runs in a diagonal
'dlrectmn from north-east to south-west across the
plmn, to the west of cantonments. A risilah of
Anderson’s Horse had been stationed on the summit
of this*hill all the morning as a picket, whence they
had Just been recalled, when a large body of the
énémy’s horse reached the base, and proceeded to crown
- the summit. Major Thain’s party, observing this,
came to a halt; and a few minutes afterwards a rein-
forcement Dppﬂrtunelw arrived, consisting of one risilah’
of Irregular Horse under Captain Anderson, one troop
of ditto under Lieutenant Walker, and two troops 5th
CEW&].I'}; under Captains Collyer and Bott, I now
considered it my duty to join the Horsc Artillery gun,
| ‘E‘Fhlﬂh had no officer with it, and I accordingly left the
6—pﬂunder gun under the protection of Captain W[ac-
kenzie, who, with a few of his jazailchis, had now :_[ﬂlIle
mé, having been engaged in skirmishing across the
plain towards the west end of the Shih Bagh, where,
finding an opening, he had crept in with his men, and
xclear-ed‘: that part of the garden, but, not being sup-
ported, had been obliged to retire with ‘2 loss of fifteen
killed.out of ninety-five. |

T now advanced with the Horse Artillery gun, sup-
'pcirbed by a troop of the 5th Cavalry, to the foot of
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the hill, and ﬂpened fire upon the enemy, while the
‘rest of the cavalry, headed by Anderson’s Hm‘se rﬂde
‘briskly up the slope to force them off. The o ICEI'E
gallantly headed their men, and encountered. a.bout a:u.
equal number of the cnemy, who aﬂvanc&d to meﬂtﬁ
them. A hand-to-hand encounter now took pl&ce
which ended in the Afghin Horse retreating to the
*plain, leaving the il in our possession. In this a.ﬂ'alr -
Captain Anderson personally engaged, - and alew the\_
‘brother-in-law of Abd-ullah Khén. “\’Ieanwhlle the
‘enemy began to muster strong on the plain to the West -_
of the Shah Bigh, whence they appeared to be gra.dua,lly'
extending themselves towards the cantonments, as- if to-
intercept our rcturn ; it was therefore deemed prudent;
to recall the cavalry from the height, and show ﬁ'ﬂnt
1in the plain, where they could act with more eﬁ'ect. A
reinforcement of two companies of infantry and ﬂne'
‘Horse Artillery gun was sent out, and the whole fnrce' |
'_wa,s drawn up in order of hattle, anticipating an :a,ttack |
with one gun on either flank. In this pnmtmn B
distant fire was kept up by the enemy’s jazailchis, thh |
‘was answered principally by discharges of shrapnﬂ]l
and round shot from the guns; the heights, too, were
again crowned by the Afghdn horse, but no dlﬁpomlﬂn- |
was manifested by them to encounter us in open..
ﬁght and, as the mnight gradually closed 111_,;!:113;
slowly retired to the city. On this ﬂcca,smn abmitj
one hundred of the enemv fell on the hill w:hﬂe “the
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Loss on our side was eight troopers killed and fourteen
1Wﬂunded X

It will be remembercd that I left a 6- pmmder gu.n_
i"a}t the opemng in the wall of the Shih Bigh. After
'--_my departure large numbers of the enemy’s mfa.ntry_{j
| 'ha.d ﬁlled the west end of the Shih Bégh, and, stealing
up amﬂnfr the trees, and close to the high wall, towards
_the gun, kept up so hot and precise a fire as to render
Adts removal absolutely necessary. Captain Mackenzle__'___
;had been joined by a party of Her Majesty’s 4dth ;
mth whﬂm and with a few of his own men, he endea—'-’_
.vﬂured to cover the operation, which was extremely
-dlﬂicult it being necessary to drag the gun by hand

“over bad ground. Scveral of the Shih’s SUNNEYS Were
'kxlled and many of the covering party knocked over,
the gun.being barcly saved. I may here add, ' that
fmm this time forward the jazallchis, under the able'.
'-dlrectmn of Captain Mackenzie, who volunteered to
lead them ~were forward to distinguish themselves on
all “occasions, and continued to the very last a most,
'_.uﬂeful part of ouir force.

November 8th.—An attempt was made by the enemy .
{0 mme GHB of the towers of the fort we captured on
’the 6th whmh could not have happened had we ta.kenf'
pﬂssessmn of the gate of the Shah Bégh at the same:
time. “Our chief cause of anxiety now was the empty
ﬂtate nf our graunary. Even with high bribes and
hBeral payment the Envoy cuuld only procure a scanty;
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supply, insufficient for daily consumption, from the
village of Bemary, about half 2 mile down the Kohistdn
road, to the north, The ohject of the cnemy un-
"doubtedly was to starve us out; to cffect which, the
~ chiefs exerted their whole influence to prevent our being
supplied from any of the neighbouring forts. Their
game was a sure onc; and so long as they held
" firmly together, it could not fail to be sooner
or later successful. During the short interval of
quict which cusued after our ecapture of the fort, the
rebels managed to rig out a couple of guus which they
procured from the work-yard of Licutenant Warburton
(in charge of the Shik’s gunsj, situated, unfortunately,
in the city. These they placed 1 a position near
" Mahmid Khin’s fort, opposice the south-cast bastion
- of cantonmeuts,  All this time¢ a csnnonade was
daily kept up on the town by Captain Nicholl of the
Horse Artillery 1 the Bali Hisiar; but, though con-
siderable damage was thereby done, and many of the
enemy killed, 1t required a much more i}{}WEI:fU.]. battery
than he possessed to rum a place of such extent. * On
the morning of the 2nd, when the rebellion commenced,
the two guns, which were sent with Camphell’s Hindii-
~ stanis into the city, had been left outside the gate . of
the Bald Hisar in the confusion and hurry of retreat,
where they had ever since remained,  So J&alo;m a
watch was kept over these by the enemy from the huusnﬂ

of the Shih Bizir, that it was found impossible. ﬁo get
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them"_'bai:k into the fort; and it was nCeessary 'fﬂr_'oﬁr'_:
- troops'to maintain an equally strict watch to prevent.
their being removed by the cnemy, who made several
"-r&é'sperate' efforts to obtain them. An attempt of this
“kind took place to-day, when the rebels were driven b&ck '_
mto the city with considerable loss. |

November 9th.—The General’s weak state of health*
-r&ndemnw the prescuce of a  coadjutor ﬂhanlutﬂly’f
necessary , to rchicve him from the command of the
‘garrison, DBrigadier Shelton, the second aﬂm_ma,nd,'f
'i_’r‘aﬁ; ﬂ.ﬁ the earncest request of the Lnvoy, summt}nﬁdf
in from the B4ld Hisdr, in the hope that, by heartily co-
operating with the Envoy and General, he would
strengthen their hands and rouse the sinking confidence
of the troops. lle entered cantonments this mﬂrniﬂg;‘.—
brmgmg with him one Horse Artillery gun, ﬂné"
Mountain Train ditto, one company of iler Majesty’s
441:}1 the Shal’s 6th Infantry, and a small supply of 4t4.

[The following memorandum of Brigadier Shel-
ton’s services, extracted from the “Naval and ] Mllltary'
Gazette of the following vear, bears strong evidence
Gf s previous experience m war, and gallantry in
the field :—

¢ General Shelton entered the Army in November,
18{]5 In 1808, e was present at the battles of Roleica
and Vlmmm In 1809, in the retreat to Corunna and
in the expedition to Walcheren. In 1810, at the battle
of Busaco. In 1811-12, at the sieges of Badajos. In-

F a1
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1812, at the battle of Salamanca, the taking of Madrnd,
and in the retreat from Burgos. In 1813, at the battle
of Vittoria, and at the sicge of San Sebastian, where
he lost his right arm. In 181J, i opcrations before
Bayonne. In Canada (Lake Ontario). In 1824,
employed in the operations and capture of Arracan.
In 1841, he marched with a brigade to Afghémstan,
and in February was despatched to the Nazian Valley,
and undertook military opcrations there, after which
he marched to Kdbul. Except three months’ leave
on account of his wound, he served during thé whole of
the Peninsular war; and, as he was a Captain 1n 1812,
he had more than Swubalfern experience in that war !
‘At the end of the war he went to Sandhu-st, and
obtained the usual certificate  He has been twenty

years in India.”]
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CHAPTER VL

DIFFERENCE OF OPINION BETWEEN BRIGADIER SHRLTON
ANDR SIR WILLTAM MACNAGHTEN.—ANNOYANCE FROM
THE FIRE OF THF, ENEMY OUT OF SEVERAL FORTS.—
STORMING OF THE RTKA-BASHI FORYT, UNDER BRIGA-
DIER SHELTON.—PERILOUS SITUATION AND RBRAVERY
OF LIEUTENANT BIRD.—FURTHER ENGAGEMENTS WITH
THE ENEMY.—SUPERIORITY OF THE AFGHANS IN THE
USE OF FIRE-ARDMS,

November 10th.—Hexcirorwarp  Bricadier  Shelton
bore a conspicuous part in the drama upon the issue of
. which s0 much depended. 1le had, however, from the
very first, seemed to despair of the force being able
to hold out the winter at Kibul, and strenuously adve--
cated an immediate retreat to Jalldlibhad.
Sir Wiliam Macnaghten and his snite were alto-
gether opposed to Brigadier Shelton in this matter, 1t
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"hemg in bis {the Envoy’s) estimation a duty we: owed
the Government to retain our post, at wha.tsaever risk..
This difference of opinion, on a guestion of such vital
- importance, wus attended with unhappy results, inas-
“much as it deprived the General, i s hour of need
- of the steengil which unanimity imparts, and prﬂduceﬂ |
an uncomniuicative and {.h:-:hemtemug Ieserve 111__ a:;f.'
~emergency which demanded the freest intercha:rige _l:_l'f.{
counsel and weas. | -
[Acting on the prineple © audi alteram partem, d I"
. here insert the avgnments used by one of Brlgadler |
Sheltorr's ublest apologists :— o
- “We are told that he from the first ﬂdvﬂcated ah__-_,.
immediate retreat to Jallildbdd, and that Sir-William -
‘Macnaghten and his suite wese altogether opposed. to
Brigadicr Shelton in this matter. We find G‘reneral‘_
Shelton uever altering  this opinien, but at last
Licitenant Start, upon 20th December, and Major
Pottinger, 26th December, advocating it, the - chief
~military authoritics having also adopted 1t. The Envoy
had, however, opposcd it—and Licutenant Eyl‘el con-
demns it. But the Duke of Wellington 1s rﬂpﬂrted,
{o have said in the House of Lovds: © dfter the first
few days, particularly after the negotiations at K4bul

" had commenced, 1t, beeame hopeless for Inm (Genﬂral
‘Elphinstone) to maintain his position : it became evi-.
*dent that sovner or later a movement, which might pﬂa-
-~ gibly fail, to march the troops from Kabul, must be



'STORMING OF THE RIKA-BASHI FORT. ¥17°

‘undertaken, and that an atfempt must be made to
move them to a place of safety.” Hear, also, what that:
“ga'l'la.nt soldier, Sir Robert Sale, says, who had a few .
“days previously left Kabul, and evidently knew that .
| suﬂh a move ought to have heen made on Jalldlabéd,
for N pawc 17 of the Blue Book, he writes trom that
place so early as the 15th Nov mnhm, Under these
{'zrcumstanmﬂs 7 Tr*qard for the hononr and interest
of our Government rmnpfi@ me {o adhere fo my plﬂn
Calready formed, of pulting this pluce into a state of
defence, and holding i, if possible, until the Kébul
force falls bock wpon me”  The natural conclusion of
“the above is, that had General Shelton been m com-~
_;fmm’d ne would, regardless of the opinion of the
Envﬂy} have retreated at an carly period on Jalla-
14b4d, and therc is cvery reason to believe that he'.;
" would have saved the areater part of the force.

% The facts appear to be these—DBrigadier Shelton
was ordered mto the cantonment by lis superior -
officer, Major-General Elphinstone, when the dlricul;_.f'
ties, dangers, and deranged discipline of the force under_l
that officer’s command appear to have already attaimed
a power bevond the encrgics of his failing health to .
contend with ; but the Major-Geuneral did not resign
.hlﬂ command nor quit the cantonment; and, although
' the Brigadier’s adviee may have been asked, and even
ta,ken yet no responsibility could have justly attached
"ta that advice. even thoueh it were bad and unsound, .
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‘so long as his superior officer continued in the com-
pand. The great fault attending the fearful crisis
appears to have been (what in moments of hazard and
danger is almost always the case) too many advisers;
and it is a surprise to me that the step was not taken
of removing all the non-effectives to the Bala Hisar.
At the head of thesc was Sir W. Macnaghten., Why
was His Bxcellency in the military cantonment instead *
of being at the Darbir of Shih Shunji-ul-Mulk, at which |
he was the representative of Iler Majesty 7 Had the
sick General, the Envoy, and all the women and chil-
dren, been removed, as so many embarrassments to a
place already cxposed to the constant attacks of a-
vigorous cnemy, discipline might have been restored to
the British forces ; but was the Brigadier i a situation to
adopt this encrgetic step? or, had he suggested 1t, 1s there
any reason to believe that it would have heen obeyed?
““ Some say the Brigadier ought to have assumed the
command. If the Envoy thought <0, he might have .
interfered. The assuming command must be at the
risk of an officer’s commission, if he faills! The defect
in the General, Lieutenant liyre points out; before
Brigadier Sheiton was consulted all our supplies were
gone

the cnemy were on the Yth November too strong
to be attacked and the cantonment defended -at the
same time. Let people recollect Buenos Ayres, in 1807,
and a crowded city; Kibul having, also, ﬂat-rdﬂfﬂd

hamane Foariaa thvan +hoacand oaven oven [ Whitalanslko bad
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a much larger force), entering a city, with twenty =
thousand to thirty thousand men, armed to the feeth—
guns could not firc on those on the tops of houses—
the streets might be clear, but even at Ghazni it was
so—but the house-tops were crowded with men—awe
took them by surprise.  We had enriched the people,
and the chiefs, become rich, could pay numerous fol-
lowers; the feeling against ns was too strong to be
changed after cight days of rebellion; and soldiers be-
come dispirited when they find the prospect of starva-
~ tion, and no means of averting their destruction. The
delay of Sir John Moore’s retreat, and through a
dreadful winter,—because political cxpediency advised
a marcu on Madrid,—in the horrors of which General
Shelton shared, and tho terrible retreat from Moscow,
must have been in his recollection ; and he thercfore
wished to retrcat before the snow should fall, and |
beforc the last day’s provisions were served out.”] |
But T am digressing.—About 9 a.m. on-the 10th the
E:nen:iy crowned the heights to the west in great force,
and almost simultancously alarge body of horse and foot,
supposed to be Ghalzis, who had just arrived, made their
appearance on the Siyih Sang hills to the east, and,
after firing a feu-de-joic, sct up a loud shout, which
was answercd i a similar way by those on the oppo-
sité side of us. This was supposed to be a preconcerted
signal for a joint attack on the cantonments. No
 movement was, however, made on the western side to
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Iﬂﬂ].LEt us, bul on the castern quarter parties of the’
.' ,:enemy, moving down into the plain, took pﬂssessmn-
of all the forts in that direction. One of these, called.
the Rik4-Dashi fort , was situated directly opposite lﬂli}'"
Mission Compound, at the north-cast angle of ﬂﬂ.ﬁtﬁnﬁf
: ments, within musket-shot of our works, into which
- the enemy soon began to pour a very annoying ﬁre, ..a.__.-*'

‘party of sharp-shooters at the same time, concealing

themselves among the rnins of a house immediately

opposite the north-cast bastion, took deadly aim at the

| fﬂl‘ two hours.

~European artillerymen who were working the guns,

one poor fellow heing shot through the temple in the.

‘act of sponging. Irom two liowitzers and a 5%-‘iﬂﬂli
.mortar, a discharge of shells Hlt{} the fort was kept up

-l

At this thne not above two days’ supply of provisions

remanied 1n garrison, and it was very clear that, unless.

the enemy were quickly driven out from their new
pﬂssesamn we should soon be completely hemmed in
on all sides. At the Euvoy’s urgent desire, he ta.kmg,

the entire responsibility on himself, the General ordered

- a force to hold themselves in readiness, under Brigadier

Shelton, to storm the Rikd-bdshi fort. About 12 a.m.

the following troops assembled at the castern gate :—

“two Horse Artillery guns, one Mountain Train gun §
‘Walker’s Horse, Iler Majesty’s tith Foot. under:
“Colonel Mackerell, 37th Native Infantry under Major;

C-Griffiths. B8th Reciment of Shik’s Foree nnder Olamtain
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ngkiilis'-.” The whole issued from cantonments, a
3tﬂrming ‘party consisting of two companies {from each.
reglment taking the lead, preceded by Captain Bellew,
~who hurried 'forward to blow open the gate. Missing
" the .gate, however, he blew open a wicket of such
small dimensions as to render it impossible for more
“than two or three men to enter ahreast, and these in
ﬂ; stooping posture. This, it will he scen, was one
cause of discomfiture in the first instance; for the
hearts of the men failed them when they saw their fDI'B—
tost comrades struck down, cndeavouring to force an,
“entrance under such disadvantageous circumstances,
'_w11:hmut bmnw able to help them.  The signal, however,
was given for the storming party, headed Dy Colonel
Mackerel}, Onnearing the wicket, the detachment en-
; qﬁunte'red an excessively sharp fire from the walls, and
the small passagc, through which they endeavoured, to
rosh in, merely served to expose the bravest to almost
certain death from the lot fire of the defenders. Colonel
M'ﬂ.éker.ell however, and Tieutenant Bird of Shih’s
6th. Infantrv accompanied by a handfal of Europeans
“and a few Sepoys, forced their way in; Captain West-
‘macott of the 37th being shot down outside, and Cap~
tain - M‘Crae sabred in the cntrance. The garrison,
supposing that these few gallant men were backed by
the whole attacking party, fled in consternation out of
the gate, which was on the opposite side of the fort,
Cand which roht +0 have heen the noint assailed. Une o
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fortunately, at this instant a number of the Afghén
cavalry charged suddenly round the corner of the fort
next the wicket: the cry of ©“Cavalry!” was raised ; a
bugler sounded the retreat, and it became for the time
a scene of sauee qui peut. The officers, knowing the
fearful predicament of their commander, exhorted their

men to charge forward ; bat a private of the 44th, named

Steward, who was afterwards promoted for his gallahtry,
alone obeyed the call. At this eritical juncture Briga-
dier Shelton’s acknowledyged courage redeemed the day ;
for, exposing liis own person to a hot fire, he stood firm
amidst the crowd of fugitives, and by his exhortations
and example at last rallicd them; advancing again to -
the attack, again owr men faltered, notwithstanding that
the fire of the great guns from the cantonments, and
that of Captain Mackenzic’s jazailchis from the north-
east angle of the Mission Compound, together with a
demonstration o the part of our cavalry, had ‘greatly
abated the ardour of the Afghan horse. A third time
did the Brigadier hring on his men to the assault,
which now proved successful.  We became masters
of the fort.* But what, in the meantime, had been

* The lollowing romarks of the ™ Naval and Military Gazette ¥’
are worthy of consideration i—

“ Wo would here observe, with respect fo the panic amongst the
troops at the Rikd-bdshi fort, althongh not immodiately connected
with our subjecr, that, whilst it iz the especial office of dis-

cipline to correct the tendency to such disasters, instances of the
gort may be adduced, even in the ranks of the bravest of the brave.

B W L B I [ L I - o 'I'"I"i'l'i":l"'l'l""l fa % 1 Fah ol 5.'.':—‘1-11‘!‘. 'Fn“i'.h hrﬂvp'ﬂ
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passing inside the fort, where, it will be remembered,
several of our brave brethren had been shut up, as 1t
were, in the lion’s den ? .

On the first retreat of our mecn, Lieutcnant Bird,
with Colonel Mackercll and several Huropeans, had
hastily shut the gate by which the garrison had for
the most part cvacuated the place, sccuring the chain
with a bayonet; the repulse outside, however, en-
couraged the cnemy to return in great numbers, and,
it bemg impossible to remain near the gate on account
of the hot fire poured 1 through the erevices, our
few heroes speedily lhad the mortification to see
their foes not ouly rve-entering the wicket, but,
having drawn the bayonet, rush in with loud shouts
through the now re-opened gate. Poor Mackerell, having
fallen, was lhterally hacked to picces, although still
alive at thc termination of the contest. Licutenant
Bird, with two 'Sepnya, retreated mto a stable, the
door of which they closed; all the rest of the men,
endeavouring to cscape through the wicket, were met

troops to battle thau those wito stormed Buadajos.”  Yoet, the same
eminent writer relates, that, during the raging of that storm, ‘ some
of the soldiers, perceiving « lighted match on the ground, eried ont,
“ A mine ! At that word, such i3 the power of imaginuation, those
troops whom neither the strong barrier, nor deep ditch, nor the
high walls, nor the dendly fire of the enemy, could stop, staggered
back, appalled by a chimera of their own raising; and, in this dis.
order, & French reservo drove on them with a firm and rapid charge,
and pitching some men over the walls, and killing others ontright

acoin claarod 1hoe raomrarte aven Fo the =+ Vincant 7 1
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j"'-a.ud slaughtered.  Bird’s place of concealment at ﬁrat :. j
:in the confusion, escaped the observation of the tem-_'_~
porarily trinmphant Afghdns; at last 1t was discovered,
and an attack commenced at the door. This, bemg.
harricaded with logs of wood, and whatever “else the :
tenants of the stable could find, resisted their Effnrts,
while Bird and his now solitary companion;’a Sepoy of
the 37th Native Infuntry (the other having been Struck
down), maintained as hot afire as they could, each shot.
taking deadly effect from the proximity of the party
engaged. The fall of their cowpuanions deterred ﬂleil
mass of the assailants from a simultavecons rush, Whlch'
must have succceded; and thus that truly ehwalrous-j
voung officer stood at hay with his equally brave com- -
rade for upwards of a qlmrtm‘ of an hour, when, haﬂng-
only five cartridges left, in spite of having rifled thei
pouch of the dead man, thm were rescued as related_
above. Our troops literally found the pair gnm a:ﬂd '.

lonely there,”

upwards of thirty of the enemy hﬂ:ﬁfmg'
fallen by their unassisted pr owpss, ¥ _ .'
Our loss on this oceasion was not less than two h‘un-
dred killed and wounded. Iour ncighbouring ,fm‘tﬂ
‘were immeoediately evacnated by the enemy, and ﬂcﬂupi_éﬂ- -
hy our troops: they were fouud to contain 'a.bpu't-'_l'ﬂﬂé' '
thousand four hundred maynds of gram; m re;n;)ﬁng'

* Licutenant Bird’s promiging career was tragically ﬂﬂﬂéﬂ‘*if}n,
. the subsequent retroat, when almost within gight of Jallatdbad,
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whlch 10 time was lost, but as’ 1t “was not found prac-
tlca.ble to bring off more than half before night-fall
Ca.ptam Boyd, thc Assistant Commissary-General,
requestLd Brigadicr Shelton that a guard might be
-._t];\_lfﬂwn into a small fort, where i1t must be left for
..ihé'...lli“___‘;ht ;-this was, however, refused, and on the
_f{}]loﬁ-*ing moruing, as might have been expected, the..
grain was all gone: permanent possession was, however,
taken of the Rikd-bishiand Zuifikir forvs, the towers.
ﬂf the remainder being blown up on the following day..
- Numbers of Ghalzi horse and foot still maintaming
their position on the Siyih Sang heights, Brigadi&r'%
Shelton moved his foree towards that quarter. On.
reaching the base of the hill, ive was opencd from the
two Horse Artillery guns, which, with the firm front
‘presented by our troops, caused the enemy shortly
toretire towards the city, and ere we turned lmmewm‘d
:nﬂt a man remained in sight, |
. November 130h.—The cuemy appeared in great foree
on the western Lieights, where, having posted two ﬂ‘lms,r
they fired into cantonments with considerable precision.:
At the earnest cutreaty of the Envoy, it was determined
that a party} under Brigadicr Shelton, should sally fﬂ;'tll.
1o attack them, and, if possible, capture their guns.

- [Lady Sale observes :—
It was with great difficulty the Envoy persuaded
the General and Brigadier to consent to a force going
tmt'._; _H_;Ild it was late before the troops were ready.” . .
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“The General again “(as in the late attack -on the
Rik4-bashi fort) asked the Envoy if he would take the
“responsibility of sending out the troops on himself;
and, on his conceding, the force was sent. The Envoy
had also much angry discussion on this point with
Brigadier Shelton. | \ |
- “ But all these delays of conference lost much time,
and it was between 4 and 5 .M. before operations
commenced.” | |

The force ordercd for this serivee was not ready until
3 p.m. It consisted of the following troops:—two
squadrons 5th Light Cavalry, under Colonel Chambers ;
one squadron Shiah’s 2nd Irregular ITorse, under Lieu-
tenant Le Geyt;one troop of Skinner’s Horse, under
Licutenant Walker; the Body Guard; six companies
Her Majesty’s 4:4th, under Major Scott ; six companies
37th, under Major Swayne ; four companies Shéh’s 6th
Infantry, under Captain Hopkins; and one Horse
Artillery gun and one Mountain Train do. under myself,
escorted by a company of Gth Shih’s under Captain
- Marshall. After quitting cantonments, the truc;ps- took
the direction of a gorge hetween the two hills bounding
the plain, distant about a mile (the enemy’s horse
crowning that to the left), and advanced m separate
columns at so brisk a pace, that 1t seemed a race which |
should arrive first at the scene of action, The infantiry
had actually reached the foot of the hill, and were on
the point of ascending to the charge, ere 't'he,H_m"ﬁe :
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Artillery gun, which had been detained in the rear by :'
sticking fast in a canal, could be got ready for action;
nor had more than oae round of grape heen fired, Efe':
the advance, led on by the gallant Major Thain, had
closed upon the foe, who resolutcly stood their ground
on the summit of the ridge, and unflinchingly received
the discharge of our musketry, which, strange to say,
even at the short range of ten or twelve yards, scemed
to do little execution! From this cause the cnemy,
erowing bolder every moment, advanced close up to
the bayonets of our infantry, upou whom they pressed
so perseveringly, as to succeed 1 driving them back-
wards to the foot of the hill, wounding Major Thain
on the léft shoulder and sabring several of the men.
Several roands of grape aznd shrapnell were now poured
iz, and threw them into some confusion, whereupon a
timely charge of our cavalry, Anderson’s Horse taking
the lead, drove them again up the hill, when our in-
fantry once morc advancing carried the height, the
enemy retreating along the ridge, closely followed by |
our troops, and abandoning their gnns to us. The Horse -
Artillery gun now took up a position in the middle of
the gorge, whence 1t played with eifcet on a large
body of horse assembled on the plain west of the hill,
who forthwith retreated to a distance. |
[Lady Sale, eye-witness to this scene, writes thus :—
“The Afghdn cavalry charged furiously down the
hill upon our troops in close column. The 37th Native
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5Infantry were leadmg, the 44th in the centre :a.nd thF-
'Shaha 6th in the rear. No square or balls were
formed to receive them. All was a regular confusion ;
my very heart fell as if il leapt to my teeth when I saw |
the .siff;umm ride clean through them. The onset was
fearful. They looked hike a cluster of bees; but* ‘wa,
beat them, and drove them up again. S
«“The 5th Cavalry and  Anderson’s Horse . charged
them up the hill again, and drove them along the rldge 3
Licutenant Evre quickly got the Horse Artillery gumn
into the gorge, between the Bemira lulls and that to
the left (the gorge leading to the plain towards’ the
luke). From this position, he soon cleared that plain,

N
\ )

which was covered with horsemen.”] e

Qur troops had wow got 2nto eround where it” Wﬂs
1mp1*tu,tu,, able for Horse Artillery to follow. 1 accc}rd-
ingly pushed forward with one artilleryman and a
supply of drag-ropes and spikes, to Jook out for the .
deserted guns of the enemy ; one of these, a 4~pounder,
was casily removed along the ridge by a party. of the .
Shah’s $th Infantry; but the other, a 6-pounder, Was
awkwardly situated in" a ravine half-way down: the-
side of the hill, our troops, with the Mountam Tralll
3-pounder, being drawn up along the ridge Just abuve if.
The evening was now fast closing in, and a large bmdy
of Afghén infantry occupied some enclosures nn t]:le
plain below, whence they kept up so hot a ﬁre ugﬂn
the gun, as to render its removal by no means &n eaay
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task ; but the FEnvoy having sent us a message of
entreaty that no exertions might be spared to 'cﬂmplete
the triumph of the day by bringing off bofh the
enemy’s guns, and the further detention of the troops
being attended with risk, as the encmy, though driven
from the hill, still maimntained a threatening attij:ude :'
“below, T descended with the Horse Artillery gunner,

and, having driven in a spike, returncd to assist in
-making surc of the captured 4-pounder. This, from,

the steepness of the hill, and the numerous water-cuts -
 which everywhere intersected the plain, proved a some- |
what troublesome business. Licutenant Macartney,
however, with a company of the Shih’s 6th Infantry,”
urged on his men with zeal, and we at last had the :
satisfacton to deposit our prize safe withun the canton-

ment gates. Mcanwhile the enemy, favoured by the
darkness, pressed hard upon our refurning troops, and
by dint of incessant firing and shoufing rendered their
homeward march somewhat disorderly, cffecting, how-
~ever, hut little damage.

It was no small disadvantage under which we la~
boured, that no temporary success of our troops nvﬂr-.
those of the cnemy could he followed up, nor even pos- -
session be retained of the ground gained by us at the
point of the bayonet, owing to the necessity of with-
drawing our men into their quarters at night. On
reaching the cantonment, we found the garrison in a
state of considerable alarm, and a continual blaze of
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musketry illuminating the whole ine of rampart. This
had arisen from a demonstration of attack having been
made by the enemy on the south-west bastion, which
had been immediately checked by a few rounds of grape
from the guns, aud by a well-divected fire from the
jaggilchis under Captamn Mackenzic ; but it was long ere
quiet could he restored, the men continuing to dlschn.i'ga
“their picces at they knew not what,

Our infantry soldiers, hoth  lLuropean and Natwe,
mizht have taken a salutary lesson from the Afghéins
‘0 the use of their firccarms; the latter, as a general-
rule, taking steady deliberate aim, and seldom throwing
away a single shot; whereas our men scemed to ﬁre'
entirely at random, without any aim at all ; hence the
impunity with which the Afghin horsemen hraved the
discharge of omr musketry i thas day’s action within
twelve vards, not one shot, to all appearance, takiﬂg
effect.

‘[Lady Sale remarks as follows :—

“Phere is also a pecuhiarity in the Afghén mode of
fichting —that of every horseman  carrving a foot-
soldier Dhehind him to the seene of action, where .he
is dropped, without the futigue of walking to his post
The horsemen have two or three match-locks or jazails
cach, slunge at their hacks, and are very expert 111 ﬁnng
at the zallop.  These jazails carry much furthér than
our muskets.””|

In this affair Captain Paton, Assistant Quaﬂemﬁster-
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| General had the misfortune to receive 2 wound in the
fIéft arm, which rendered amputation necessary, and the
L valuable services of one of our most efficient staff o ﬁcersl
'ﬁrere thus lost. 'This was the last success our a.rmai
fiawere destincd to experience. Henceforward it becomﬂﬂ;
‘ftﬂy weary task to relate a catalogue of misfortunes and
difficulties, which, following close upon each other, dis-
*:heartened our officers and soldiers, and finally sunk.
i all into irvetrievable ruin, as though Ifeaven itself;
;;fﬁr its- own inscrutable purposes, had doomed ﬂm'?
“--domlfall But here 1t i1s fit I should relate the : sceneg
'-5'1:11&1: had all this while been enacting at our sﬂhtary
‘outpost in Kohistdn.
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CHAPTER VIL

EVENTS IN KOHISTAN, AS RELATED BY MAJOR POTTINGER.
 PREACHERY OF THE NIJRAQ CHIEFS.— MURDER 0%
LIKUTENANT RATTRAY. — GALLANTRY OF LIEUTENANT
HAUGHTON, — ATTACK BY FHL ENLWTY ON THE CHAR-~-
IKAR CANTONMENT.— MAJOR POTTINGER WOUNDED,
— DEATH OF CAPTAIN CDHRIT\{}TDN.—"—I}EFLORA.ELE
SOARCTTY OF WATHR.—DISAPIEARANCE OF DR. GRANT.
o RETLTAT TOWARDS KABUL, — PERILS OF MAJOR
POTTINGER AND TIEUTENANT HAUGHTON., — THEY
ESCATE TO CANTONMENT.

On the 13th November, Major Pottinger, C.B.,” and
Licutenant 1laughton, Adjutant of the Shédh’s 4th or
Girkah Regiment, came in from Chérikar, hoth severely

“wounded, the former in the leg, and the latter haviﬂg
had his right hand amputated, hesides séveral cuts n
the neck and left arm. Their escape was wonderful.:

e £lleweine Ge an outline of what had taken place
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. : L
in Kohistan, from the commencement of the insurrec-

tion up to the present date. |

It appears, from Major Pottinger’s account of _thé
transactions of that period, that it was not without
reason he had so urgently applied to Sir William Mac-
naghten for reinforeements.  Towards the end of Octo-
her, premonitory signs of the coming tempest had
become so uncquivocally threatening as to  contirm
Major Pottinger in his worst suspicions, and in hs
conviction that order could not possibly be restored
without a departire on the part of Government
from the long-suffering system which had heen obsti-- |
nately pursued with respect to Nijrio m particular;
but his convietion alone conld do hittle to stem the
torrent of coming cvent-

About this time Mir Masjidi, a contumacious rebel
ﬂgai‘hst the Shil’s authority, who had been cxpelled
from Kohistin during General Sale’s eampaign 1n that
country in 1840, and who had taken refuge 1 Nijrdo
after the fashion of many other men of similar stamp:, i
obstinately refusing to make lis snbmission to the Shéh
even upon the most favourable terms, openty put him.-
self at the head of a powerful and well-organized party,
with the avowed intention of expelling the Firingls and
overturning the cxisting government. He was speedily
joined by the most influential of the Nijrdo chiefs. . A
few of these made their appearance before Laghméani,
where Major Pottinger resided, and proficred their ser-
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vwes towards the maintenance of the public tranquﬂlii:jr.-
It will be secn that their object was. the blackest
treachery.

1 shall here relate Major Pottinger’s story, a,lmﬁat m:’

j--lle own words, as nn cn to me, |
In the course of the forenoon of the 3rd nf Nﬂ-

vember, Major Pottinger had an interview with &
number of the more influential chiefs 1n his house oi'-';,;
fort, and, ahout noon, went into the garden to recelv’&'.
those of inferior rank, accompanied by his visitors:
here they were joined by Licutenant Charles Rattray,
Major Pottinger’s Assistant. In discussing the ques-
“tion of the rewards to which their services might entitle
-"%ﬂm the head men declared that, although they Wﬂl‘ﬂ-
'Wﬂlmg to agree to Major Pottinger’s propositions, they_
could not unswer for their clansmen, and -the abqve--
‘mentioned petty chiets, who w erc awaiting the expected
‘econference at somc little distance. Mr. Rattray, ac-
“cordingly, in company with several of the principal,
joined the latter, and, shortly after, proceeded mth"
them to an adjoining ficld, wherc numbers of i:hEIr
“armed vretaincrs werc assembled, for the Imrpﬂse Of
“ascertaining their sentiments on the subject of the con:
‘ference. While thus cngaged, this most promising and:
f brave young officer apparcntly became aware of intended:
“foul play, and turned to leave the field, when he Waﬂ
“immediately shot down. At this time Major Pottmger
wag still sitting in his earden. in company with séveral
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of the: abﬂve-mentmned chiefs, and had Just received
'-'mtelllgence of the purposed treachery from Muhammadg
V.Kﬁ&lm Khén, a dibashi of Hazirbish, a small detach-;
ment of which composed a part of his escort: he had
_t-_-wlth difficulty comprehended the man’s meaning, whmh;
_:\'Was conveyed by hints, when the sound of firmg was
~heard :—the chicfs that were with him rose and fled,
.and he escaped into the fort by the postern gate; which
ilamng secured, he, from the terre-plein of the rampart,
“saw, poor Mr. Ratfray lying badly wounded in the ﬁeld
at the distance of some three hundred yards, and the
late pretended ne-'rﬂtmtﬂm making off in all d1reet10ns‘
_with the plunder of the camp of the Hazirbish deta,ch-
~ment., ~ Of thesc plunderers a party passing close t&
 Mr. Rattray, and observing that lifc was not Eltlﬂﬂt
"';nne of them put his gun close to his head, and blew
_' l:us brams out,—several others discharging thewr pieces
l“lltﬂ different parts of his body.

" Major Pottinger’s guard, being by this time on the
:alert, opened a fire, which speedily cleared the ﬂpen
5pace but the encmy, seeking shelter i the numercmﬁ
-_.watercnurﬂea} and under the low walls surmundmg the |
fort, harassed them incessantly until the appearance of
'_L_I_gutenant Haughton, Adjutant of the Gurkah Regi-
- ment, who, advancing from Chérikdr, where the corps.
was ca.ntnned distant about three miles, speedily drﬂve;.
: __'the assailants from their cover. Captain Codrington,
who commanded the regiment, chanced to be 1n Lag]:‘f‘-{
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‘méni at this very time; and, on Mr. Haughton’s ap-
proach, he led out a sortic and joined him : the skirmish
was sharp, and the cnemy suffered severely, Captain
Codrington remaining i possession of an adjacent
- canal, the bank of which was immediately cut to supply
the tank of the fort with water m case of aceidents.

The evening had now closed in, and the enemy had
fTDtlI‘Gﬂ taking up a position which secmed to threaten
the Charikir road. Captain Codrington accordingly
‘left Laghmdn{ in haste, strengthening Major Pottinger’s
party to about onc hundred men, these having to gar-
rison four small forts. He promised, however, ta relieve
them the next morning, and to send a further Suppl}_
of ammunition, of which there only remained one
thousand five hnndred rownds. Captain Cﬂunngtﬂn
reached Chiarkiar nnmolested ; aud the enemy, return-
mg to their former point of attack, carvied off their.
dead with impunity, the garrison being too weak to

make a sally. On the momung of the -ith, Captain:
- Codrington despatched  four companies with a 6-
pounder gun, according to promise. Their march
‘caused nnmbers of the cnemy now assembled on all
sides to retreat; but .onc large body remained in posi-
tion on the skirts of the mountain range to their right,
and threatened their flank. Iieutenant Haughton, who
- commanded, detached Ensign Salusbury with a company
to dispersc them, which, in spite of thc disparity of
numbers, was effected in good style. Unhappily the
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Gurkahs, being young soldiers, and flushed with success,
présSEﬂ forward in pursuit with too much eagerness,
regardless of the recalling bugle, when at last Mr. |
Salusbury with difficulty halted them, and endeavoured -
to retrace his steps. The enemy, observing the error -
they had committed in separating themsclves too far
from their main body, rallied and followed them in
their retreat so closcly, as to ohlige Mr. Salusbury
to halt his little band’ frequently, and face about.
Lieutenant Haughton, consequently, in order to extri-

cate the compromised company, halted his convoy, and
despatched the greatest part of his men in the direction
of the skirmisl. All this encouraged the other parties
of the enemy who had retired to return, against whom,
in numbers not Iess than <our thousand men, Haughton
maihtained his ground until rejoined by his subaltern,
when, seeing the hopeclessness of making good his way
to Laghmini, he retreated, and regaingd in safety the
fortificd barracks at Chirikar., Many of the men fell
n t]:l_is'expeﬂitim]‘, which would have proved infinifely
more disastrous, {rom the number of the enemy’s
cavalry, who latterly seemed to gam confidence at every
stage, but for the extraordinary gallantry and conduct .
of Lieutenant Haughton, who, with a handful of men
and a gun, protected the rear of our over-matched
troops. ~ Mr. Salusbury was mortally wounded, and the
trail of the gun gave way just as the party reached
Charikar. | |
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-This disappointment led Major Pottinger t0 believe
'that no second attempt would be made to relieve _thegl'_-;'.
and as he had no ammunition beyond the supply.in the-
men’s pouches, he determined to retrcat on Chérikﬁr--
after dark : the better to hide his intention, he ﬂrdered_
grain to be brought into the fort. Meantime th&'_-
' Chérikdr cantonment was attacked on all sides, and e
the afternoon large bodies of the enemy were dﬂtached ';
thence, and joining others from that part of the v_a-'lle_y,-
recommenced their investment of Laghmédni. That
part of thc Major’s garrison, which occupied:ithe s'maﬂ
fort to the cast of the principal onc, defended hy’ h1m~
self, although their orders were not to vacate. theh,
‘posts until after dark, being panic-stricken, d1d 80 ai;
once, gaining the stronger position, but leaving beh:tn&-u.
several wounded comrades and their havildar, who I&z-_
mained staunch to his duty: these, however, were:
‘brought off. Major Pottinger then strengthened the
- garrison of a cluster of adjacent huts, whach, bemg sur-_
rounded by a sort of rude fortification, formed a toler--
ably good outwork ; but the want of European ﬂﬂicerﬂ
to control the men was soon lamentably apparent a.nd'_'
‘in a short time the Gurkahs, headed by therr natwef

officer, abandoned the hamlet, followed as a matter of
_course by the few Afghin soldiers attached to Capfam--

-Cﬂdrmgtun s person, who had remained falthful il

‘then. This last misfortune gave the enemy cﬂmm upf

e

to ‘the verv zate of the main stronghold, and, before
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tla:rk th.ey had succeeded in getting possession of a
gun-ﬂhed built against its outer wall, whence they com-
mEHGEd mining.

CLAS soon as night had fairly closed in, Major Pnttmgei
drew tﬂgether_ the Guarkah garrison outside the postern
'ga_té, under pretence of making a sortic, and thus sepa-
rated them from the Afehins and their followers, who
remained 1nside; he then marched for Charikér, the
g@rfi?_ﬂn of the remaining fort joining him as he drew
on; he passed by the investing posts in perfect silence,
taking his route along the skirts of the mountains to
~avoid the main road, and arrived in safety at Charik4r.
In Laghmini he abandoned the hostages whom he had
tdkﬂn from the Kohistin chiets, two boxes of treasure
contaimning two thousand "rupees, about sixty stand of
, jaﬁ;—aﬂ‘s, all s office records, Mr. Rattray’s, Dr. Grant’s,
and his own personal property, and a number of horses
belonging to himself, and the above-mentioned two
officers, and to some horsemen who had not deserted ;
_for :I:he greater part of his mounted escort had ﬂed_
in - the beginning of the afftay. The Hirdtls, and:___.__ﬁ;_
seven or eight Peshiwarls, were the only Afghﬁ;né
ﬁ‘lin adhered to him ; the Kibulis had deserted to a ma.u.'-_::f
- 1mmed1ately on tIlL murder of Mr. Rattray; they -
had  been much disgusted the preceding month, as
well sas their comrades who proved unfaithful too, -
by the sudden reduction of a portion of his escort; .
which naturallv led them 0 anvnrehend that thetr
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*

livelihood from the British service was of a precarious
nature.

On the morning of 5th November large bﬂdlcs of the
encmyv closed 1 round the Charikdr bﬂITE,{':LS} and
about 7 o’clock they attacked the ontposts with a spirit
engendered by the suceess of the preceding evening.
Captain Codrington reguested Major Pottinger. to take
charge of what artillery e had, and to move a squadrou
in support of the skirmishers, which he did.  The
skirmishers were driven in, and, while retreating, Major
Pottinger was wounded In the leg by a musket. shot.
Encouraged by this, and by the anfinished state of the
works round the barracks, in the entrance of which
there was no gate, the euemy advanced with g'reat_d;-
termination to the attack, and distodged the- Gurkahs
from some mnd hulx outside, which were still ocenpied
by a part of the reciment,  In this aftaiy Captain Cod-
rington, an officer of whose merits it 1s difficult to speak
too highly, fell mortally wounded. The main post
was, however, snccessfully defended, and the eﬁemy
driven back with considerable loss; upon which Lieu-
tenant flaughton (who had now succeeded to the com-

mand, thc only remammning officey being Mr. Rose, a
merc youth), made a sortie and drove the e:ucmy out
of the gardens oceupied by them in the morning, main-
taining his eground against their most desperate eﬁhi’tq
until after dark. Relief was then sent to the garnsnn
(cnnmstmg of about fifty men) of Khoja Mir’s fort,
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which it had been found expedient to occupy previously,
because it commanded the interor of the barracks on
the southern side.

From this time the unfortunate horses and cattle of
the garrison were obliged to endure the extremity of
thirst, there being w»o water for {hem, and the supply
for even the fighting-men scantv in the cextreme, ob-
tained only from a few pools in the diteh of the ram-
part, which had been formed by a scasonable fall of
rain. During the 6th the enemy renewed their attack -
in augmented numbers, the whole population of the.
-country apparcntly swarmimg to the scenc of actign.,
Hﬂtwithﬂtﬂnding two suceesstul sorties, all the ontposts

were driven e by dark, and thenceforth the garrison

was confiried to the barrick itself.

On the 7th the enemy got possession of Khoja Mir’s
fort : the regimental mdushi had been gained over, and
through him the native officer was indueed to surrender.
From the towers of that fort, on the 8th, the cuemy
offered terms, on the condition that all the infidels
stiould embrace Muhammadanism.  Major DPottinger
replied that they had come to ald a Muhammadan |
sovercign 1n the recovery of Lis rights; that they GGI_I;-
sequently were within the pale of Islim, and cxempt
from coercion on the scove of religion. The enemy
| xrejﬂi‘;ﬂe'd , that the king himself had ordered them to
attack the Kafirs, and wished to kuow if Major Pot-
tinger would yleld on receiving an order. He refused to
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‘do*%o, except on the production of a written dﬂmmiéjit
‘All this time the garrison was sorely galled frnm thﬂ
post of vantage in possession of the enemy. |

On the 9th, the enemy were enabled by the careless-
ness of the guard to blow up a part of the south-west
- tower of the barracks; but, hefore they could prﬂﬁt by
the breach and the panic of the men, Mr. Ha,ughtﬂn
rallied the fugitives, and, leading them back, Becured
the top of the parapet wall with a barricade Df bua,rﬁa
and sand-hags. S

On the 10th, the officers drew their last pool of water
and served out Aelf ¢ wineglass to cach fighting-man.” :
~ On the 11th, all could not share even in that mlaerable-
."PI"OPDI tion, and their sufferings from thirst wére: drﬂaﬂ-
ful. During the night a sorlic was made, ard some of
the followers brought in o hittle water from a" dls*l:ant
place, the sight of which only served to aggravate the
distress of the majority ; still, however, the fortitude of
these brave and hardy soldiers remained unshaken,
although apathy, the result of mtense sulfering, eép'e-
cially among Hindds, began to benumb their f&culties
On the 12th; aftér dark, Mr. Haughton ordered . @ut
a party to cover the water-carriers in an attempt £0
obtain a supply; but the over-har assed Sepoys, unable
to restrain themselves, dashed out of the ranks on. ap-
proaching the coveted clement, instead of sta,ndmg 10
- their arms to repel the enemy, and, m}nsequenﬂ?’, the
- expedition failed in its object. Another sorties consist-
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.ulg "of twn companies under Enswn Rose, was then
ﬂrﬂ;ered out, one of which, having separated from the
Dt'her dispersed in search of water ; that under Mr. Rose
_hmisalf fell on a post of the bemegers every man of
_'w'hlch they bayouncted ; but, being unaccountably st‘ruck
‘With a panic, the men fled back to the barracks, leaving
Mt Rose almost alone, who was then ohliged to return,
havmg accomplished his object but partially, These
circumstances were communicated by Mr. Haughton to
Ma;jor Pﬂttmger (whose wound had disabled him from
‘active bodily eo-operation in these last events), together
_thh the startling intelligence that the corps was almost
whollv disorganized from the large amount of killed
and wennded, the hardships it had uudergone, the
“utter 111t_fﬁmency of the native officers, who had no
gort of control over the soldiers, the exhaustion of the
'J_men from constant duty, and the total want of water
__nnd provisions, '

“Relief from Kibul, for which Major Pottinger had

ttenrepeatedh scemec now hopeless, and an attempt-
'_-'at prntracted defence of the post appeared llkely
Eﬂﬂlire the destruction of its hrave defenders. Ma,.]ﬂr:-f
-Puttmger considered that the only remaining chance
of saving any portion of the regiment was a retreat to
Kﬂb‘{ﬂ ;"and, although that was abundantly periious,
he entertained a hope that a few of the most active
men who were not encumbered with wives and children
'mlight escape. -Then was felt most bitterly the impolicy
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of the encﬂura,gnment which had been held out to a,ll
the recrnits to bring their families with them, on
what, cven at the time of their being raised, was
looked on by the most able officers™as likely to prqve
a campaign of scveral years. Mr. Haughton coincided
in the Major’s views, and it was agreed, to ensure
secrecy, that the men shonld not be informed of their
intentions until paraded for the march.

This wretehed state of things continued until the after-
noon of the 13th, when Mr, Haughton discovered amﬂngst
the Paujibi artillerymen two who had deserted a.few
days previously, and who apparently had returned for
the purposc of seducing their comrades. He rmme-
diatcly scized them; but, while he was n toe act - of
thelr apprchension, t]m jemauvar of the artillery, himself
a Panidbi Mussulmin, snatehed a sword from a by-
stander, and cut down that officer, repeating his blows.
as he lay on the ground. DBefore the astonished
Ghirkahs could draw thelr knives or handle their
muskets, this miscreant, followed by all the artillery-
men and the greater number of the Muhammadans
in the barracks, rushed out of the gate and escaped.
The tumult and confusion occasioned by this im.-
presscd Major Pottinger with the idea that the enemy
had driven the men from the walls; under this
impression he caused himsclf to be carried to the
main gate, but on his arrival he found that Dr..Grant
had secured that point, and rallied the men. The
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native officers immediately gathered round him, with
many of the Sepoys, to assert their fidelity; but de-
moralization had evidently progressed fearfully, as
may be judged from the fact that the garrison had
plundered the treasure and the quarters of the deceased
Captam Codrington the instant the Major had left
them, and that in the face of the cnemy’s ﬁ]E: they had
pulled down the officers’ boxes, which had been piled
up as traverses to protect the doorway, broken them -
open; and pillaged them. Dr. Grani. then amputated
Mr. Haughton’s right hand, and hastily dressed the
severe wounds which he had received on his left arm .
'and' on his neck. In the cvening the doctor spiked
all the guns with his own hands, and the garrison
then left the barracks by the postern gate.  The advance
was led by Major Pottinger (Mr. Haughton, who
accompanied him, heing unable to do more than sit
pa,saively on his horse), Dr. Grant brought out the -
main body, and Ensign Rosc, with the Quartermaster
Sergeant, commanded the rear, o
Nﬂtﬁithﬁtamling the previous sufferings of these
unfortunate men, it may be said that liecre commenced
their real disasters., In vain did Major Pottinger
attempt-to lead his men to seize a building generally
-. occupied by the cnemy after mnight-fall, by the
possession of which the cxit of the main body from
the barracks might be covered. In fact, it was with
much difficulty that he eventually succceded in halé.
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mg ‘them - st about half a mile from .the barracks
'-;.'untll the main body and rear should close np. The.
“men were naturally occupied entirely with ther
~familics, aud such property as it had heen 1mp0531ble
" to prevent their bringing away; and dlsmplme, the |
only. source of hope under such circumstances, was at
an end.

~ After the junction of the main body and rear, Dr.
Grant suddenly disappeared, and was not aftﬂrwﬂi‘(ia'

- SEEiLL.

The regiment then proceeded along the road to Sinjii:'
Dara, where Major Pottinger knew that water c(mld-_
_be procured. On reaching the first stream the Iasi;.
“remnant of control over this disorderly mob was lﬂE '3
- much delay took place, and, in moving on, the advanee
- became suddenly scparated from the main body. After_-
an anxious scarch Major Pottinger effected a re.]uuctwn |

At Sinjit Dara they quitied the road, to avoid alarm-
ing the villages and any outposts that might he’ Etﬂ-
tioned there; and much time was lost 1 regmmng thﬂ
track from the other side; at Istdlif the same ma?ll-
ceuvre was practised. Major Pottinger now fﬂund very--
few inchined to push on; exhaustion from the p&m ‘of-
his wound precluded the possibility of his bemng Df ﬂ,ny': |
further usc as 2 leader ; and he determined to- puah'
~on with Mr. aughton towards Ribul, althﬂugh wlt,h
' faint hope that the stremgth of either would prmre
‘adequate to the exertion. Having no guldﬁ they got



_THE ATTACK ON CHARIKAR. - 147

| into many difficulties; and day was breaking by the
‘time ‘they reached the runge of mountains half way.:
‘between Chdirikar and Kibul. Men and horses were
by this time incapable of further endurance : the latter,
_'.11: mast be remembered, had been ten days withont
~water previously to starfing, and five days without
food ; they were still upwards of twenty miles from
any place of safety ; their sufferings from their wounds,
_-fa,tigue, hunger, and thirst, made life a burden, and at_j;
“this time despair had almost obtained a victory—but.
God 'sustained them. By Mr. Haughton’s advice
"'thﬂy sought shelter in a very decp bhut dry ravine,

- clage to a small village, hoping that their pi‘mximit}r':
1o danger might prove.a source of safety; as it was
probable that the inhahitants, who by this time must

“have been on the alert, would scarcely thiunk of looking -
for their prey close to their own doors. The com-
‘panions of Major Pottinger and Mr. Haughton were:
_'a Sepoy of the regiment, a munshi, and the regimental
banigh. In the forenoon they were alarmed by .a”
~ firing .on the mountains above them: the cause of
thiﬂ as 1t appeared afterwards, was that a few of thﬂf-'_
_fugltwe Garkahs had ascended the hills for safety
(which, indeed, 1t was Major Pottinger’s wish to do,
until he yielded to the arguments of his companion),
whither thoy were pursued and massacred by the
country people. The rest of the day passed in tran-
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" darkness, having previously caleulated their exact
- position, did this sorely-bestead little party resume
‘their dangerous route. It was providential that Major
Pottinger had, from his habits as a traveller through
anknown and difficult regions, accustomed himself
to ascertain and remember the hearmgs of the most
conspicuous landmarks of the countries he traversed,
it was therefore comparatively easy for m to lead the
way over the steep and rucged peaks, by which alone
they might hope to find a safe path,—for the main
road, and cven the more accessible tracks across the
tops of the mountains, were closely beset, and watch-.
fires gleamed m all dircetions. Indeed Ghuldm-Muyan
ud-dir, a distinguished partizan in the service of the
rehels, had been despatched from K4bul, with a numbef
of his most active followers, purposcly to intercept
and scize the Major, of whose flight intelligence had
been carly reecived, and actually was at that time
patrolling those very heights over which the fugitives
passed. But the protecting hand of Providence was
displayed not only in leading tliem unharmed through
the midst of their cnemies. but in supplying them
with mental fortitude and bodily strength. Weak and

~ exhausted, their hardy and usually surc-footed Turkmén

horses could searcely strain up the almost impracticable
" gide of the mountain, or prescrve ther equilibrium 1n
the sharp, sudden descents which they encountered,
e —oth there was none. On one occasion Mr
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Haughton, whose desperaté wounds 1 have already
described, fell off, and, being unable to rise, declared .
his determination of awaiting his fate where he lay.
The Major refused to desert him, and both slept for
about one hour, when, naturc being a little restored,
~ they pushed on until they descended into the plain
" of Alifit, which they crossed, avoiding the fort of that
name, and struggling up the remaining ridge that
separated them from the plain of Kébul, they entered
it by the southern end of the Kibul lake. Intending
now to cross the cultivation, and to reach cantonments
by the back of the Shih’s garden, Major Pﬂttingef'
missed his road close to Qila-i-buland, and found
himseif within the enemy’s sentries; but bemng un-
willing 40 alarm them- by retracing his steps, after
~discovering his mistake, he led the way towards Dih
 Afghdn. Here they were challenged by various out-
posts, to whom they answered after the fashion of Afghan
horsemen; but they were compelled, 1n order to
avoid suspicion, actually to enter the aty of Kébul,
“their only hope now being in the slumberous security
‘of the inhabitants at that hour (1t being now about
3a.M.), and in the protection of their Afghin dress and -
equipments, The Gurkah sepoy, who, strange to say,”
had kept up with them on foof, had his outward man
concealed by a large posiiin, or sheep-skin cloak. They -'
pursued their way through the lanes and bazar of the
cit’y‘,' without any interruption, except the occasional
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gmﬁ challenge of a sleepy watchman, until they
‘gained the skirts of the city. There they were hike
_’_?-tﬂ have heen stopped by a picket which lay between
them and the cantoument. The disposition to - a
‘relaxation of vigilance as the moring apprﬂachEE,
which marks the Afghin soldier, again befriended -
them; they had nearly passed the post before they were:
pursued. Desperation enabled them to urge their
wearied horses into a pace, which barcly gave '‘them-
‘the advantage over their cnemics who were on foot;
'anﬂ they cscaped with a volley from the now aronsed
picket, the little Garkah freshening his way in the
most  surprising  manner, considering his previous
"jmlrnf*y A few hundred yards further brought them -
within' the ramparts of onr cantonment, where they
‘were received by their brethren in arms as men risen

from the dead.

[The gallant Haughton still survives, as a Major--
‘General and Companion of the Star of India, ” in the
- Bengal Staff Corps, having filled with great {:redlt
“several important posts. -
2 - Major Eldred Pottinger, C.B., the hero of I‘Iiré_,f;,f
-having been compelled by failing health to seek a
rch‘ange of climate, was attacked by malignant fever at
‘Hong-kong, where he dicd, aged 32, on the 13th’
‘November 1843, the anniversary of his retreat fmm
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Chérikdr. A monument was erected to his memory, in
the cathedral of Bombay, by public subscription, “in
-_mken of the admiration and respeet in which his

: _'char&cter as a soldier and his conduet as a man are_
-'_hﬂld by his friends in the Presidency.”]
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CHAPTER VI1II,

CONTEMPLATED WITHDRAWAL FROM THE CANTONMENT AT
KABUL, AND REMOVAL TO THE BALA HISAR—THIS
MOVEMENT OPPOSED RY BRIGADIER SHELTON—DIS-
APPOINTED EXPECTATION OF RECEIVING AID FROM
GENERAL SALE. — MAHMUD EHAN'S FORT STRANGELY
ALLOWED TO REMAIN TN - THE POSSESSION OF THE
ENEMY.—LETTER FROM THE ENVOY TO THE GENERAL.
— UNPROFITABLE OPERATIONS AT THE VILLAGE OF

BREMARU,—ARRIVAL OF MUHAMMAD AEKEBAR EKHAN AT
KABUL.

November 16th.—Tus 1mpression made on the enqmy
by the action of the 13th was so far salutary, that
they did not venture to annoy us again for s&.wéral
days. Advantage was taken of this respite to th:mw
magazinc supplies from time to time into the Bal4
Hisdr, a duty which was ably performed by Lieutenant
Walker, with a risilah of Irregular Horse under: cover
of night. But cven in this short interval of com-
parative rest, such was the wretched construction of
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the cantonment, that thc mere ordinary routine of
garrison duty, and the nccessity of closely manning
our long line of rampart both by day and mght, was
a severc trial to the health and patience of the troops;
especially now that the winter hegan to show symptoms .
of unusual scverity. There scemed. indeed, every
probahility of an carly fall of snow, to which all looked -
forward with drcad, as the harbinger of fresh difficul-
ties and of angmented suffering. |

These considerations, and the manifest superiority
‘of the Bald Ilisar as a military position, led to the early
“discussion of the expediency of abandowing the can-
~ tonment and consolidating our forces 1w the above-
mentioned stronghold,  The Envoy himsclf was, from
the firsty greatly in favory of this move, until over-ruled
it]y the many objections urged against it by the military
authorities ; to which, as will be scen by a letter from
- him prescutly quoted, he learnt by degrees to attach
some weight limself ; but to the very last it was a
. measure that had many advocates, and 1 venture to
- gtate my own firm helief that, had we at this time
“moved into the Bdld IHigir, Kabul might have been :
still m our possession. The chief objections urged:
were, lst, the difficulty of conveying our sick and
~wounded ; 2ndly, the want of fire-wood ; Srdly, the want
of forage for the cavalry; 4thly, the triumph that
our. abandonment of cantonments would afford the
.B!:_u_amy; bthly, the rsk of defeat on the way thither. -
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On the nther hand it was advanced, 1st, that, though
'_rr_i_:ﬂ_ carry the sick would be difficult, it still was not.
* implossible ; for so short a distance two, or even three,
“men could be conveycd on cach dili; some might:
‘manage to walk, and the rest could be mounted on-
| the yabus and camels, on top of thewr loads; fo'ﬁdly_,"-
although wood was scarce 1n the Bila Hisdr, there was
';Enuugh for purposes of cooking, and for the want of
fires the troops would be amply compensated by 'the__‘
comparative case and comfort they would enjoy in ﬂther_?
respects ; 3rdly, the Lorses must, in the case of there
being mo forage, have been shot; but the want of
~cavalry would have been little felt in such a. situ._l-J
ation; 4thly, as we should have destroyed all that was
valuable before leaving, the sipposed  friumph ﬂ_f-..ﬂ'lq |
‘enemy would have been very short-lived, and would
“soon have given way to a fecling of disappointment - at
‘the valuciess nature of their acquisition, aud of diﬁﬂlﬂ}}::-
at the strength and sceurity of our new position ; 5fhly,l,"
‘the distance did not cxceed two miles, and one-half
of that distance was protected by the guns of the B%ﬂa’.
Hisdr. If we had occupicd the Siyih Sang hills mth
- a strong party, placing guns there to sweep the plam*{_._-'
- on the cantonment side, the encmy conld have dmle__-

ittle to impede our march, without risking a ba.tﬂﬂi

__ .‘Wlth our. whoic force i a fair field, to which they':j'
~were generally averse, but which would, perhaps, hﬂ.’ve-’
. ‘been the best mode for us of deciding the Etruggle
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To- remwe 80 large a foree, clogged with so many
thousands of camp followers, without loss of some
kind,: Waq ‘of course, next to impossible; but onght
such ‘considerations to have interfered with a step
which-would have been attended in the long run with
such great military and political advantages? QOur
tl‘ﬂﬂpﬂ; once colleeted i the BAald IHisdr, could have
been spared for offensive operations against the city
and the meighbouring forts, by whuh means plenty
of food and forage would in all probability have heen
“readily procured, while the commanding nature of
the position would have caused the cnemy to despair
of dl:iving us out, and a large party would probably
havalteen erc long formed in our favour. Such were
ing chief argnments employed on cither side; but
Brigadier Shelton having firmly set his face against
the movement from the first moment of its proposition,
all serious idea of it was gradually abandoned, though it
continued to the very last a subject of common dis-
Cuss1on,

- November 18th.—Accounts were this day recerved’
from* Jalldlabid, that Goneral Sale, having sallied
from the town, had repulsed the enemy with con-
siderable loss. At the beginning of the insurrection,
General Sale’s brigade was at Gand.;unak ~and I have
already ' mentioned, that an order recalling it to Kibul
was immediately despatched by the Envoy. General
Sale, on receipt of it, summoned a council of war, by



156 THE EABUL INSURRECTION OF 184]1-42.

, wﬁich it was unanimously agreed to be impracticable to
obey the order. The circumstances of his march to
Jallalabad are already well known to the public. The
hope of his return had tended much to support our
spirits ; our disappointment was therefore great to learn
that all expectation of awd from that quarter was. at an
end. QOur eyes were now turned towards the Kandahsr
force as our last resource, though an advance from that
-quarter scemed scarcely practicable so late in the year.
Much discussion took place this evening regardilig
the cxpediency of taking Mahmud Khan’s fort. There
were many rcusons to urge in favour of making the
attempt., It was onc of the chief resorts of the
rebels during the day, and they had eatahuaﬂeﬁ ‘a
battery of two guns under tle walls, from which they
~constantly fircd upon our foraging parties, and upon
the southi-cast bastion of cantonments. It was about
nine lundred yards distant from our rampart, which was
too far for brcaching with the 9Y-pounders, but a dry
canal, which ran towards 1t 1m a zigzag direction,
afforded facilitics for a regular approach within three
~ hundred yards, of which advantage might have been
taken to cnable the artillery to make a breach.
Secondly, this fort commanded the road all the way
up to the Bald Hisar and the posscssion of it would

at once have sccured to us an easy communiestion
TS TS R T e TR TR T '3 1) T & T S N
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derived from its possession would be more likely to
create a diversion in our favour, than any other blow
we could strike, as the Afghdns had always attached
gréat importance to its occupation and had a super-:
stitious opinion that whatever party held possession
of it were sure to be masters of Kdbul. These
considerations had decided the General in favour of
making the attempt this very night, by blowing
open the gate, and a storming party was actually
warned for the duty; but some sudden objections
being raised, the plan was given up, and never after-
wards resumed by the military. 1t was, however, the
cause of no small astonishment to the officers in the -
__Bala Risar, who, from thelr commanding sitnation,
could obscrve all that took place on both sides, that
Mahmid Khéan’s fort should have been sulffered to
remain in the hands of the enemy, though at night
it was often garrisoncd by a mere handful of men,
This fort, nevertheless, gave abundant ﬂeeupatiﬁn
to the artillery, who, when nothing clse . was going on,
were frequently cmployed in disturbmg the enemy:
in that. quarter with one of theiron 9-pounders, and an
occasional shelling from the mortar. |
November 19th.—A letter was this day received by
ﬂi_e General from the Envoy to the following etfect :—
««That, all hope of assistance from Jalldlabiad being
over, it behoved us to take our future proceedings mto
consideration. He himself conceived it our imperative
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duty to hold on as long as possible in. our present
position, and he thought we might even struggle-
through the whole winter by making the Mahomedans
and Christians live chiefly upon flesh, supposing our
supplies of grain to fail; by which means, a8 the
essentials of wood and water were abun_daﬁt,."he
considered our posttion might be rendercd impregnable.
A retreat towards Jallilibid would teem not only with
disaster, but dishonour, and ought not to be contem-
plated until the very Lmt extremity.  In ecight or ttﬂl
days we should he better able to judge whether snch
extremity should be resorted to. In that case, we
~should have to sacrifice not only the valuable pmnerty
of Government, but his majesty Shih Shujs, to support
whose authority we were employed by Gﬂvernment
and even were we to meke good our retreat to Ja]laJ-
abid, we should have no shelter for our troops, and
our camp followers would all he sacrificed.  He had
frequently thought of uegotiating, but there was no
party of sufficient power and influence to protect us,
Another alternative would to be throw ourselves mtn
the Bali Ilisir; but he feared that would he' alio ‘a
disastrous retre "Lt to effect which much property must
- be mnecessarily sacrificed. Our heavy guns mlght
be turned against us, and food and fuel might he Ec&fﬁe
_~f‘;f_:f___fﬂr a further supply of which we might be depende:nt
. on'sorties into the city, in which, if be*&ten we. muﬁt
~of course be ruincd. On the whole, he wag d&tﬂdﬁdly
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of opinion that we should hold ﬂl‘lt it was still pnsmble
that _reinforcements might arrive from Kandahér, or
MEthmg might turn up i our favour; there were.
hﬂpes too, that on the setting in of winter the
enemy would disperse.  He had been long disposed
tq recommend a blow being struck to retrieve our
furtunes such as  taking Mahmud Khan’s fort ; but he
-had since reason to helicve this would not answer,
Inelght or ten days, he concluded, it would remai]i
for ‘the military authorities to determine whether
ther& was any chance of improving our pﬂSltID]l and
tﬂ decide whether it would be more prudent to attempt -
a retreat to Jallilibad, or to the Bdald Hisar., If°
~provision suflicicnt for the winter could be procured,

on no actouni would he icave the cantonment.”
%Navember 23nd.—The village of Bemdrd (or ¢ fus-
bandless,” from a beautiful virgin. who was buried
'.tfl'elre) was situated about half a mile to the north of
'.:cantonmenta on the Kolistin road, at the north-
_east extr{.,mity of a hill which bounded <¢he plain to the
Weﬁt.j__ As it was built on a slope, and within musket- -
sh{}t the upper houses commanded a large portion Gf
the MIBBIDH Compound. Trom this village we for a
lﬂng tlme drew supplies, the Envoy largely bribing the
pmprletﬂr, to which, however, the on cmy 1m some
‘measure put a stop, by taking possession of it eVEry
day. This morning, large bodies of Afghdn horse and
foot, having again issued from the city, proceeded to
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crown the summit of the above-mentioned hill. Tt
' was determined, at the recommendation of the Envoy,
to send a party of our troops to forestall the enemy in.
'fthe occupation of the village, and Major Swayne, Hth
Native Infantry, was appointed to that duty, with a
detachment composed as follows :—a Wing 5th Native
Infantry, two risdlas Irregular Horse, one risila 5th
Light Cavalry, and one Mountain Train gun. The.
“party had already vcached the village, when it was
deemed proper to send afier it a Horse Artillery
gun, which 1 was requested by the General to accom- .
pany. Major Swayuce, however, 1t would seem, found
the village already occupied by a body of Kohisténis,

ﬂ

and the entrance blocked up in such a manner that _
he considered it out of his power to forez a pﬁs-
~sage. On arriving at the place with the Horse
Artillery gun, 1 found bim in an orchard on the
road-side, the trees of which partially protected the
men from a very sharp fire, poured in amu'ngst
them from the houses. There heing no shelter for
the gun here, nor any mode of employing it to
advantage, it was ordercd to cross some fields to
the right, and take up a position where it could
. best fire upon the village, and "upon the heights
above it, which were now crowded with the enemy’s
" infantry. In order to protecet the horses; T°drew up
the gun near the fort of Zulfa Khin, under the
walls of which they had shelter; but for the gun
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itself 1o’ other position could be found than in the
.bpen ﬁeld where it was exposed to the full fire of
-';the enemy posted in the village and behind ‘the
_jnﬂlghbﬂurmﬂ‘ walls. The Mountain’ Train gun was.
also’ with me, and both did some exccution among
'_J_the people on the summit of the hill, though to
:"llttle purpose.

-Ma;ur Swayne, whose orders were to storm the:
-village, would neither go forward nor retire; but cun:
":cea.hﬂg his men under the cover of some low wall

e all day long maintained a musketry fire on theﬁ
-houses of Bemiird, but without satisfactory result. The
‘eavalry were drawn up in rear of the gun on the open |
_plam,” as a comspicuous mark for the Kohistdnis, and
where, as therc was notlting for them to do, they accord.
ingly did nothing. Thus we remained for five or six-
“hours, during which time ‘the artillery stood expﬂsed'
to: the deliberate aim of the numerous marksmen who:
oucupled the village and its immediate uumty, whnse'
buﬂetﬂ continually sang in our ears, often striking th&
gun, an(l grazing the ground on which we stood. Onlyg
'Itwu gmlners however, out of six were wounded, bat
the ‘cavalry in our rear had many casualties bnth'
amﬂng men and heorses,

“Late in the evening, a party of Afghén horse moving.
round from behind chd,ru procecded towards a fort
in our rear whence a cross fire was opened upon us.’
Brigadier Shelton now joined, bringing with him a
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| reinfdrcement from the Bth Native Infantry, under

"Colonel Oliver. Major Swayne, with two companies,

was then sent to reconnoitre the fort whence the
fire proceeded, and the Horsc Artillery gun was at
" the same time moved round, so as to bear upon the
Afohén cavalry, who hovercd among the trees in the
"same quarter. While engaged in this ﬂperatiﬂil, 1
~ received a bullet through the left hand, which for the

~ present terminated my active services. Shortly after

this the troops were recalled into cantonments.

It was worthy of note, that Muhammad Akbar
Khén, second son of the late Amir Dost Muhammad
Khan, arrived in K4bul this night from Bamidn,
This man was destined to exercise an evil influenco over
our future fortunes. The crizis of our struggle was

already nigh at hand.
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CHAPTER IX.

- SECOND EXPEDITION TO BEMARU. — MAJOR SWAYNE
TAYES A WRONG DIRECTION.—INCREASING NUMBERS
AND VIGILANCE OF THE ENEMY.—OUR FORCE DRIVEN
BACK WITH SEVERE LOSS.—THE ENEMY CARRY OFF A
GUN.-— REINFORCEMENTS UNFORTUNATELY COUNTER-
MANDED.—OBSERVATIONS,

November 23rd.—Tnis day decided the fate of the
Kébul force. At a council held at the Gencral’s house
on the night"of the 22nd it was determined, on the
special recommendation of the Envoy, that, in con-
sequence of the inconvenience sustained by the enemy
so frequently taking possession of Bemird, and in-
terrupting our foraging parties, a force, under Briga-
dier Shelton, should on the following morning take
the village by assault, and maintain the hill above it
against whatever number of the enemv mioht arnoos
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‘Accordingly, at 2 a.m. the under-mentioned tmups"‘
.:_Iﬁbved out of cantonments in perfect silence by thﬂ
Kohistin gate, and skirting the maspd immeﬂiatélf-f--_
opposite, which was held by a company ‘of Her
Majesty’s 44th, took the direction of the gorge: a.t'-__
the farther cxtremity of the Bemdrd hill, which - t}iey"
ascended, dragging the gun to the top with great
‘difficulty, from the rogged and steep nature - of the'
side, which labour was greatly facilitated by the
éxertions of two hundred commissariat sarwans, Whﬂ“'
‘had voluntcered for the occasion. The whole ft}rﬂe-'
‘then moved to the knoll at the north-east k-
tremity of the hill, which overhung the willage - uf_%
Bemdrd. The gun was placed m position command-..
ing an inclosure . the village, which, from its ﬁrea,'
was judged to be the principal bivouac ot the enemy,
and a sharp fire of grape commenced, which eﬂ-'
dently created great confusion, but 1t was preaauﬂy
answered by a discharge of jazails; the enemy for..
saking the open space, and covering themselves in
the houses and towers: to this we replied 111 fhe'

% 1 H. A. gun, ander Sergt. Mulhal.
5 Cos. IT. M. 44th, under Capt. nghmn
6 Cos. 5th N. 1., under Lieut.-Col. Oliver.
6 Cos. 37th N.1., under Major Kershaw, . M. 13th
Sappers, 100 men, under Liecut. Laing. -
1 8quadron 5th Lt. Cav., under Capt. Bott.
1 Do. Irregular Horse, under Lieut. Walker.
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mteﬁds of the cannonade by discharges of musketry.
-,Iﬁ was suggested by Captain Bellew and others to
Bngadler Shelton to storm the village, while the
'-mdent panic of the enemy lasted, under cover of the
_":da.rkness therc being no moon: to this the Brigadier
.did not accede. -
- When the day broke, parties of the cnemy were
“descried hurrying from the village, and making across
'_ﬁhﬂ'plain towards the distant fort, their fire hzwing _'
'_prﬁﬂuusly slackened from the failure of their ammu-
‘nition.- At this time, certainly, not above forty meni‘%
remained in the village. A storming party, cﬂnsmtmg;
of two companics 37th Native Infantry, and some
Eurcscans, under Majors Swayne and Kershaw, were:
ordered .to carry the xillage; but Major Swayne,
takmg a wrong direction, missed the principal en-
-trance which was open, and arrived at a small
khirkhi, or wicket, which was barricaded, and which
he-had no means of forcing, so that he was obliged to
| c‘ﬁ#er himself and his men as well as he could from
the. Eure aim of the encmy’s marksmen, by whose fire
his - part}r suffered considerably, himself heing shutf
thmugh the neck. .

- After remammg_thus for about half an hour, he was:
recalled by the Brigadier, who observed large bodies
of armed men pouring out from the caty towards
the scene of conflict. Mecanwhile Licutenant Walker
had been directed to lead his Irregular Horse down
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info the plain on the west side of the hill, to cut off
" such fugitives from the village as he might be .able to
intercept, and to cover himself from the fire of infantry
under the walls of an old fort not far from the base
~ of the hill. Brigadicr Shelton, leaving three companies
of the 37th Native Infantry in the knoll above Bemdrd
as a reserve, under Major Kershaw, moved back with
the troops and guns to the part of the hill which
overlooked the gorge. | -

Shortly after this it was suggested to raise a sanga,
or stonc breastwork, for the protection of the troops
wholly exposed to the distant fire of the cnemy’s jazails,
Cbut this proposition was not acted on. Immense
numbers of the enemy, issuing from the city, had-now
crowned the summits of the oll opposite the gorge,~-
in all, probably ten thousand men. The plain on thé
west of the two hills was swept by swarms of their
cavalry, who evidently designed to cut off the small
party of Ifregular [Torse under Lieutenant Walker;
Whi]f" the failure of our attempt to storm the village
- had rendered it casy for the encmy to throw strong
- reinforcements into it, and to supply the ammunition of
which they had been in great want.

About 7 a.m. the fire from the enemy’s hill was
s0 galling that - the few skirmishers sent to the

brow of our hill could with difficulty retain their posts.
 As an instance of the backwardness which now began
“to develop 1itself among our men, it must be men-
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tioned that Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver endeavoured to
induce & party of his own regiment to follow him to
the brow of the hill, to kcep down the sharp fire of a
number of the enemy, who had ensconced themselves
1n a small ravine commanding the foremost square ;
not a man would follow him,—and 1t was only after
that brave officer had gone forward himself into the
thickest of the fire, saying, ¢ Although my men
desert me, 1 myself will do my duty,” that about &
“dozen were shamed into performing theirs. The

- remainder of the troops (the infantry formed into
two squares, and the cavalry being drawn up en masse

immediately in their rear,) suflered severely without
being ahle to rctaliate, from the comparatively short
range of the musket. ©ur single gnn maintained as
hot a fire on the masses of the enemy as possible,
doing great execution ; but the want of a second gun
to take up the fire was sensibly felt, masmuch as after
a short time the vent became too hot for the artillerymen
to ﬂ.erve. This state of things continued until between
9 and 10 a’clock, when a large party of the enemy’s
cavalry threatened our rmght flank, and, to prevent
his destruction, Lieutenant Walker was recalled.
This demonstration, however, was repulsed by a
well-directed discharge of shrapnell from the Horse -
- Artillery gun, by one of which a chief of consequence,
supposed to be Abd-ullah Khin, Achakzae, was mor-
tally wounded. |
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4By the recall of Lieutenant Walker the enemy were:
eﬁabled to surround our position at all points, exceptf
f’that facing the cantonments; our gun ammunition
'was almost expended, and the men were faint Withf
zufﬂtlgue and thirst (no water being procurablg), ‘Whllﬂf
f:'-the number of killed and wounded was swelled every-
‘nstant.
~ About this time (between 10 and 11 a.m.) largﬁ
‘bodies of the enemy’s infantry advanced across :th::a:"
plam from the Shih Bigh to the end of the hill, to
cut off the bupph{‘b of ammnnition coming from can-;
tonments, as also the dhilis on which we endea<
voured to send off a2 few of the wounded. These_,
{?huwever were checked by a party of our trﬂnpa :
the masjid, opposite the Kolictin gate, and by ahnutf-
“fifty jazailchis under the temporary command of Cap-
tain Trevor, (Captain Mackenzic, their leader, haﬂug:;
-.}sbeen requested by Brigadier Shelton to act as: one.
.of the staff for the day,) who lined some low walls and“;:
watercourses, as well as by frequent dlscharges nf ‘
round shot and shrapnell from the cantorment gums:.
under Lieutenant Warburton.

- Previously to this, numbers of the most daring
_Gha.ms had descended into the gerge, and, takmg
advantage of some ‘hillocks on the ascent t{}wards our
'fpomtmn had crept gradually up, maintaining a. deati_f"ﬁjﬂ_.f
fire on our skirmishers, who were, unfortunately, Whﬂlly
;gxpnsed they became at length dlshem'teued, a:n&. rave
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wa.yg ~At this moment the Brigadier offered a rew&rdh;
ﬂf diie ‘hundred ripis to any man who should take
a. ﬂag of the encmy which had been planted behind.
A tumulus about thirty yards in front of the square,
':anﬂ he fruitlessly endeavoured to indnce the men to
_"Bhﬂrge bayonets ; several of the officers at the same-
_':tu:ﬂe advanced to the front, and actually pelted the.
.Enemy with stones. All attempts, lhowever, to.
fen_pﬂurage our men were 1n vamn. The attacking party
';'-w'ere now emboldened to make a rush upon our gun" .
our cavalry were ordered to charge, but again in vam
fﬂl‘ the men would not follow their officers, Théf
papic spread, and our troops gave way, cxccpt the
second squarc, which had been formed ahout two
'-hﬁ‘ndrled ~vards 1n the rcar, and three companics. under
Magnr Kershaw at the other extremity of the hill;
behind this second square the officers with great diffi--
:'culty rallied the fugitives, leaving the gun m the
hands of the enemy, who lost no time 1n walking {}E_,'
mth the imber and horses.

| B}f ﬂ'ﬂ‘«‘\ tune the news of Abd-ullah Khian's Wﬂund;
'-_had spread among the ranks of the enemy, ca,uﬁmg;;
great confusion, which extended to the Ghazis ncjw-;’:
111 possession of 4he gun. This, and the tolerably
firm . attitude rcsumed by our troops, induced them
to- cﬂntent_ themselves with the limber and horses,
and retire. Their retreat gave fresh courage to qur
’ﬂishjéarten"ed soldiers, who again took possession of.
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the gun, and advanced to the brow of the hill, where
were found the bodies of Captain Macintosh and
Lacutenant Laing, as well as those of the soldiers
slain in the ousct, including two Horse Artillery men,
who, with a devotedness worthy of British soldiers, had
perished while vainly endeavouring to defend their
charge. Some fresh gun-ammunition having now
arrived {from cantonments, carried by Lascars, a fire
~ was again opened on the ranks of the enemy; but we
were unable to push the advantage gained by the
momentary disorder alluded to ahove, because, in fact,
the cavalry would not act. In the observations om
- this action, made hercafter, there will be found some
palliation for -the backwardness of the cavalry on this
occasion, in spite of the zallant bearing - of their
leaders; the infantry were too few, and too much
worn out and disheartened, to be able to make a for-
 ward movement. The consequence was, that not nnl}?
did the whole force of the enemy come on with
rencwed vigour and spirits, maintaining at the same
time the fatal jazail fire which had already so grie-
vously thinned our ranks, but fresh numbers poured
out of the city, and from the surrounding v_illa%es,
until the hill occupled by them scarcely afforded room
for them to stand. S
This unequal conflict having lasted until past noon,
during which period reinforcements and an additional
_gun had been in vain solicited from the cantonments,
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Brigﬁdier Shelton “sent Captain Mackenzie to request
Major Kershaw to wove np his reserve (which could
scarcely so be called, having been the whole day hard
,preas.led'by large bodies of the enemy in the village,
and by partics occupying ruins and broken ground
on the skirts of his position). The Major, fcaring
that, if he abandoned the knoll on which he had been
stationed, our retreat to the cantonments (then be-
commg more and morc imperatively necessary) might be
cut off, made answer, that  he hegged to suggest that
the Brigadier should fall back upon him.” Before
this message could be delivered, the front ranks of the
advanced square, at the Brigadier’s cxtremity of the
hill, had been literally mowed down ;—most of the
artillerymen, who performed their duty in a manner
which 1s beyond praise, shared the same fate. The
manceuvre practiscd by the Ghizis previously was
repeated by still greater numbers. The cvident un--
steadiness of our troops, and the imminent danger

to '_ﬁ'r'hich the gun was a sccond time exposed, induced
the Brigadier, after repeated suggestions from Sergeant
Mulkall, who commanded the battery, to order the '
gun to be limbered up—a second Hmber having arrived
from cantonments—and to rctire towards Major
Kershaw’s position. Scarcely had this movement
been {jnmmenced, when a rush from the Ghdzis com- -
pletely broke the square ;~—all order was at an end :—
the entreaties and commands of the officers, endea-__
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vouring to rally the men, were not even -listened
.”t{} and an utter rout cnsucd down the hill n the
direction of cantonments, the enemy closely follnwmg,_
whose cavalry, in particular, made a fearful slaughter
among the unresisting fugitives. Major Kershaﬁw’ﬂ"
party, perceiving this disaster, endcavoured to escape,.
but strong parties, issuing from the village, cut off,
their retreat, and thus great numbcrs of our Sepoys
perished : the grenadicr company, especially, was. all
but amnihilated. The wmingled tide of flight and
pursuit secmed, to those who rmanned the walls' uf
cantonment, to be about to cnter the gate tﬂgether;
and, by somec f{atality, the ammunition of the grea.t;
_'guns i battery within the ecantonments was almgst:
expended. A heavy fire, hcwever, was ﬂpﬂﬂﬂd fmm:;
the Shalb’s Sth Infantry in the Mission (‘ﬂmp{}unﬂ

a fresh troop of the 5th Cavalry, under Lieutenant
Hardyman, charged across the plain towards. the
"_Enemy, joined by Licutenant Walker, who had rallied
fiftcen or twenty of his own men ; dll]i'ln*f which gallant

effort this most promising and brave voung officer
received a mortal wound. These operations, aaslsteﬂ.
by a sharp discharge from the jazailchis under Cap-' -
tain Trevor, contributed to check the pursuit;:and it
was observed at the time, and afterwards aacertamed_

:.tn be correet, that a chief (Usm4n Khan) vﬂluntanly .
halted his followers, who were among the fﬂremn&t'
’and led them off; which may ‘be reckoned; m&éeﬂ
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the ehlefgrea:ann why the mass of our people who on

that ﬂa.y went forth to battle were not destroyed. Our

_losﬂ ms tremendous ; the principal part of the wounded

-h&mg been left in the field, including Lientenant- |
| Cﬂlonel Oliver, where they were miserably cut' to

pieces. Our gun and sccond Hmber, which, while

‘endeavouring to gallop down the hill, had ov erturned
" on réugh ground, we had the mortification to behﬂld
mumphant}y carried off by the encmy. "
> About half an hour previous to the flight of mu'-;
-'_tm'}t)ps, a notc had been written to the Assistant. Ad-ff
jutant-General by Captain Troup, earnestly requesting’
that the Mountain Train gun, which had by that time
been repaircd, might be sent out with the least possible
délﬂ.y, antt the first ideathat suggested itsclf to that
officer after our defeat was, that by quickly brinrring
thls gun to bear upon the Iorse Artillery gun, then
in ‘the hands of the enemy, the latter might still be
saved -He therefore galloped with speed to canton.-
| mﬂltS ‘where finding the Mountain Train gun just rertdy
to 3tart he was on the point of feading 1t out of the ga.te,if
when his progress was interrupted by the Assistant
AdJutant—(reneraI, on the plea that it would new be
of no use. This is<he more to be lamented, as from the
spot occupied by Captain Trevor’s jazailchis, who, prﬂ-
tected by alow wall, still kept up a sharp arld effectual
fire on the enemy, the range to the side of the hill
whence the Afshins were endeavouring to carry off the
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captured gun, about which they clustered in thousands
‘was so short, that grape, even from a small calibre,
must have prevented the execution of their intentions.
~ Had the company of fresh infantry which was drawn
up outsidc the gate, under command of Lieutenant
Alexander, moved forward in company with the moun-
tain gun to the support of the above gallant handful
of jazailchis, excellent service might have been ren-
dercd. But it scemed as if we were under the ban of
Heaven.

ORSERVATIONS.

In this miserable and disastrous affair no less than
81X great errors must present themsclves, even to the
most unpractised military eye, each of which contri-
buted 1n no shght degree to the defeat of our troops,
opposed as they were by overwhelming numbers.
1st. The first and perhaps most fatal mestake of all
was the taking out a single gun. The General Order
by the Marquess of Hastings, expressly forbidding less
_t.han two guns to take the field, under any circumstances
or on any pretence whatever, when another is available,
must be well kunown at least to every officer w,hq-hﬁa
- served in India. This positive prohibition W_a._:;ff_the
offspring of dearly-bought experience, and the action
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of Bemérd affords another convincing example of the
risk to which a single gun is exposed when unsupported
by the fire of a second. It was certainly the Brigadier’s
intention to take the mountain gun also; but this had
unfortunately been disabled on the previous day, and
it had been twice specially reported, both to the
Brigadier and to the General the foregoing night, by
Captain Troup, that it could not be got ready before
12 A.M. on the following day.

2ndly. The second error is scarcely less evident
than the first. Had immediate advantage been taken
of the panic which our unexpected cannonade created
among the posscssors of the wilage, whose slack fire
_aﬁn}ded suffictent evidence of the actual fact that
they weremot only contemptible in numbers, but short
of ammunition,—had, T say, a storming party been
led to the attack under cover of the darkness,
which would have nullified the advantage they pos-
sessed 1n being under cover, the place must inevit-
ably have fallen into our hands, and thus would the
principal object of the sally have been gained, and a
good line of retreat securced for our troops in case of
necessity. |

3rdly. The third <rror was so manifest as to be quite
unaccountable. A party of one hundred sappers had
accompanied the force for the express purpose of
raising a sanga. The fittest place for such a work
would have been half-way along the ridge occupied by
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us, where our troops would then have been Whﬂlly :
prntected from the fire of the jazails from the oppusﬂ:e
hill, while the enemy could not have advanced to the
attack without exposing themsclves to the fall effects_
of our musketry and grape. It would, in fact, hﬂ.ve'
infused into our troops a sense of sceurity frnm any
sudden charee of the cnemy’s horse, and at the’ sime
time have cnabled our own B&Vﬂh‘y to 1ssue ﬂ)rt]i Wlﬂl‘,
the assurance of having in their rear a place of de-
fence on which to fall back if hard pressed by t]:le
encmy. It has haen scen that no such defenﬂe Was
raised.

4t¢hly. All have heard of the British squangs-at
Waterloo, which defied the repeated desperate ouigets
of Napoleon’s choicest cavalry. At Bemdris: e
formed squares to resist the distant fire of tnfanh’y,
thus presenting a solid mass against the aim - of per-
haps the best marksmen in the world, the said squa.res
being securely perched on the summit of a steep
and narrow ridge wup which no ﬂavairy cﬂuld
charge with cffect. A Peninsular General would con-
sider this to be a novel fashion; yet Brigadier Shﬁltﬁn
had the bencfit of Peninsular experience in his }roultger
days, and, it must be owned, wa= ncver surpassed in
“dauntless bravery.
5thly., Our cavalry, instead of being fﬂury:l %@on_
‘the plain, where they might have been useful m pm-_
"tectmg our line of cc}mmumcatmns mth the cahton-
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-meﬁts -and would have been able t6 advance readily
_ta m.ly point where their services might have been
equired, were hemmed in between two infantry squares, -
-_ a.nd exposed for several hours to a destructive fire from-

‘the enemy’s jazails, on ground where, cven under the
mﬁst favourable circamstances, they could mnot have
aeted with effect. This false and unsatisfactory position
of course discouraged the troopers; and, when the_
11nfantry finally gave way, the two arms of the serviee-
"becdme mixed up in a way that greatly increased the
general confusion, and rendered it impossible for ﬁhe_._"'
infantry to rally, even had they beenso disposed. The'
truth is, that the cavalry were not allowed fair play,
and such a position must have disgusted and dispirited
any troops.

- 6thly. Shortly after our regaining possession of
the -gun, one of the Brigadier’s staff, Captain Mac-
kﬂilzié feeling convinced that, from the temper of the
trmpa and from the impossibility of rectifying the false
posltwn in which the force was placed, not only was
suceess. beyand hope, but that defeat in its most
disastrous shape was fast approaching, proposed to the.
]ffrigedier' to endeavour to effect a retreat while it was
yet in his power to-do so with comparative impunity.
His réplyl was, “Oh, no! we will hold the hill some
time -longer.” At that time, even if the slaughter of
the soldiery, the loss of officers, the evident panic in
our ranks, and the worse than false nature of our
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position, had not been sufficient to open all eyes as to
“the * impossibility cven of partial success, (for the
real object of the expedition, viz. the possession of the
village of Demird, had been, as it were, abandoned
from the very first)) the weakness and exhaustion of
both men and horses, who were not only worn out by
bodily fatigue, but suffering grievously from extreme
thirst and the debility attendant on long fasting, ought
to have banished all idea of further delaying a movement "
in which alone lay the slightest chance of preserving
to their country lives, by the eventual sacrifice of which
not even the only solace to the soldier in the hour of
misfortmie, the consciousness of unimpaired honour,
was likely to be gained. )
These criticisis gave rise to much discussion in the -
English papers.  On behalf of Brigadier Shelton they
may be summed up as follows :— |
1. Tt is admitted in the narrative that the Brigadier
< ipm wain solicited an additional gun” to be sent from
cantonments, and ought not therefore to be held respon-
sible on that score. Owing to the paucity of Furopean
Artillery gunners only one of the IHorse Aftil_lery
guns could be manned for field operations at one time,
" as it was cousidered by the General essential to retain
a small reserve of European artillerymen for defensive
purposes within the long extent of ramparts. Hence
the Mountain Train gun was usually substituted, Tmt
chanced on this occasion to be out of repair. -
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2. The Brlgadler seemns to have objected to risk a
mght attack, on principle, and’ cannot be held respon-
sible for the failurc of the storming party at daybreak,
which arosc solely from missing the proper entrance
to the village, which was open, and time was thus’
given to the cnemy to pour forth from the city in
overwhelming numbers.

3. With regard to the omission to raisc a “sanga,”
or breastwork, for which purpose one hundred sappers
had been sent out with the force, it has been alleged
that  these men were to0 busily employed in fighting to
be available for such o work.” |

4 and 5. It has been asserted that what the author
. has termed ““ Squures ” were not squares at all, < The
enemy wére trymg to turn our flanks, and the Afghdn
horsemen were pushing up hill, so the flanks were
thrown back o give a flanking fire”’—the odds against
us bemng about 15;000 to 800!

On the other Lhand Lady Sale, who was an eye-witness
of the day’s proccedings, describes what occurred as
follows :— - |

~“1 had taken up my post of observation, as usnal,
on the top of the house, whenee I had a fine view of
the field of action,~and where, by keeping bchind the
chimneys, I escaped the bullets that continually
whizzed past me. DBrigadier Shelton having brought
forward shirmishers to the brow of the hill, formed the
remainder of his infantry. into two squares—the one
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_about two hundred ya,rdf; in rear of the ﬂther the mi;er- |
_yening space being crammed with our cavalry, who,
“from the nature of the ground, were exposed to the
full fire of the enemy without being able to act them_-"_
selves.”
- “The number of the encmy’s footmen must have
‘been upwards of ten thousand (some say fifteen thoa-
sand), and the plain, on the north-west of the Inlls
was swept by not less than three thousand or four t]ll}'l.l:-.-.
sand Afchin cavalry. . . . The fight cﬂnti'ﬁue'ﬂ'
“till about 10 o’clock, by which time our killed and
| Wnunded became very numerous. In spite of- the
execution done by our shrapnell, the fire of. the enemy;
told considerably morc than ours did, from the aupﬁﬂ
riority of their jazails and jingéls over our musketa.;-.

. . . They also foaght from behind Sﬂﬂg&ﬂ and'
~ hillocks, whilst our men were perfeetly exposed ; our
“troops also lahouring under the disadvantage of ben}g
drawn up in square, from an apprchension of an attack
from the Afghan cavalry.” o

«“The vent of the gun became too-hot for the
artillerymen to serve it.

«“ At this fime (half-past 9 a.m.) a party of Ghﬁz:aa
~ascended the brow of the hill. .- . . Itis pt)smble
that the Brigadicr micht not have seen thewr advanee ;
but when they had nearly attained the Summlt, ﬂlﬂy
““had an evident advantage over wus, as theus' Bhé}ts
. generally told in firing up at_our men, W]ilDEB
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Were . wholly exposed whllst r.:mly a few of their heads
wera visible to our troops, and ‘tke old fault of firing
tqa kigk most probably sent all our shots harmlessly
‘over their heads, for to hit them it was requisite to
fire on the ground. When they fairly appeared abﬂv#,
ground, it was very evident that our men were not
inclined to meet them. Every field-glass was now
ﬁainted to the hill with intense anxiety by us m can-
i:‘onmeﬁts, and we saw the officers urging their 1hen to
‘advance on the enemy. Most conspicuous. were
Mackintosh, Laing, Troup, Mackenzie, and Layton ,
.’.E'_Fhﬂ, to encourage the men, pelted the Ghazids with
‘stones as they climbed the hill; and, fo do the
fanatics justice, they returned the assaull with the same
weapons, Nothing would do; our men would not
advance, though this party did not appear to be a
‘hundred and fifty in number. At length one of the
Ghazigs rished forward, waving his sword over his head ;
a"Sipﬁ,hi' of the 37th darted forth and met him with his |
bayonet ; but instead of a straight charge, he gave him a
kind of sidestroke with 1t, and they both fell, and both
rose - again. Both werc killed eventually, the Ghdzid
a was shot by another man. 1t was very like the scenes *
d&picfed in the baitles of the Crusaders. The enemy
rushed on—drove our men before them very like a flock
of E.heEP, with a wolf at their heels. They captured
one gun. The artillerymen fought like heroes; two
were killed at the gun ; Sergeant Mulhall received three
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wounds ; poor La,iﬁg' was shot whilst waving his sword
over the gun, and cheering the men. . . . Brigadier
Shelton says that when our men ran he ordered the.
halt to be sounded ; at which' the troops mechamca.lly '-
arrested their flight, and fell into their places! |
~ “They ran till they gained the second square, which
had not broken ; and the men finding a stand, turned
‘gzhout, gave a shout, and then the Ghaziis were, in
their turn, panic-struck, abandoned the gun, but made.
off with the limher and horses. On this we re-took
the gun, without resistance. . . . At this time I
was standing on the ramparts, and heard the Envoy, in"
my presence, ask the General (Elphirnstﬂne) to ]:_)ursﬁe_
the flying troops into the city, which he refused,
saying, ‘it was a wild scheme, and not feasible:”

This account comeides exdcetly with the statements
‘made by those officers engaged in the action whom'
I had opportunities of consulting. The reader can
thereforz form his own judgment. |

6. T* must be admitted, in Brigadier Shelton’s famur
that {he odds were fearfully against him, although had
reiniorcements been sent out to his aid at the eritical
time the result might have heen widely different; and .
he would have been deservedly extolled as a hero. ]



183

CHAPTER X.

OUR PASSIVENESS, — CONFERENCES AND NEGOTIATIONS

"WITH THE INSURGENT CHIEF&.-—LOS8 OF MUHAMMAD
SHARIFS FORT.—TERDS AGREEFD ON.

November 24¢h.—OvUR troops had now lost all con-
fidence ; and even such of the officers as had hitherto -
indulged the hope of a favourable turn in our affairs, |
.began at last rcluctantly to cutertan gloomy fore-
bodings as to our future fate. Our force reaembled_
a.ship in dahger of wrecking among rocks and shoals,
for want of an able pilot to guide it safely through
them. KEven now, at the eleventh hour, had the helm
of affairs been grasped by a hand competent to the
important task, we might perhaps have steered clear
of destruction; but, in the absence of any such de-
liverer, it was but too evident that Heaven alone could
zave 18 hv some unforeseen interposition. "
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1 have already mentioned the new brldgé thrownl;
fﬂver the river by (xeneral Elphinstone : this the Enemy,"'
fadvﬂ.ncmg up the bed of the river under cover of the’
“bank, to-day began to demolish, I must do Brlgadler_
Shelton the justice to say that he, seeing the vast.
-importance of the bridge in case of a retreat (an alter-'.,_
-native of which he never lost sight), had strongly urg
"the erection of a ficid-work for its protection ; in fact
there was a small unfinished fort near at hand, whlch one:
night’s work of the sappers would have rendered fit' for;-.::
the purposc, and a small detachment thrown mtﬂ it
would have perfectly commanded the bridge. But

this simple precaution was neglected, and the result:
will be seen in the sequel.

- Captain Conolly now wrote in from the Balé, Hisér,
ﬁtrnngh advising an immediate retreat thither, on whwh
movement several of the chief military and all the
. political officers considercd our only hope of hﬂldmg
out through the winter to depend. But the old ohjec-
tions were still urged against the measure by Bmg’adlel‘
- Shelton and others ; and the General, in ¢ letter t}uﬂ..
~day addressed to the Envoy, expressed his opinion tha.t.{
““the movement, 1f not altogether impossible, W{ﬂ.]ld.
be attended with great difficulty, =ncumbered as’ ‘We.
-should be with numerous sick and wounded. T]:,e
enemy would doubtless opposc us with their whole fur@a,.
and the greater part of the troops would be reqqn'ﬂﬂ'}_
_-1.1-,0 cover the operation, thus leaving the cantﬂnmeptsx'
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imperfectly defended; that the men were harassed,
-dispirited, and greatly reduced in numbers ; and failure
I'wmﬂd be attended with certain destruction to the
'whule force. To remove the ammunition and stores-
R wnuld be the work of several days, during which the
~enemy would hover around, and offer every obstacle
to. our operations. Our wounded were increased,
".'B‘Ehllﬂt our means of conveying them were diminished.
-:Wﬂuld the Bala Hisdr hold the force with all the fol-
lowers? Water was already said to be selling there at a
hlgh price.* We had barely twenty days’ supply ﬂf |
provisions in the cantonments ; and, cven supposing wo
_ﬁﬂuld fird mecans to carry it with us, there was mno
prospect of obtaining more in the Bdld Hisar. A retreat’
thence would be worse than from our present position,
after having abandoned our cattle; and the sick and’
wounded must be left behind us,” *
Brigadier Shelton entirely concurred. An appalling.
list of objections, it must be confessed, hut mmsuofficient

In these opinions

to shake my helief that a removal of the force mto.
the B4ls Hisdr was not ouly practicable but nccessary
for our safety and honour, while the risks attending it,’
thq'ﬁgh_ formidable, were only such as we ounght, as
soldiers, to have uresitatingly incurred. Sh#h Shuj4
ha&-mbreov?r declared himself impatient to receive us;
and, even had the dreaded ruin overwhelmed us in

* This report was entirely untrus.
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the attempt, would it not have been a more manly
and honourable course, than the inglorious treaty we
shortly afterwards entered into with a treacherous band
of rebels, by which we deserted the sovereign whom
it was our duty to protect to the last drop of our blood?
“Had we boldly sallied forth, preferring death to- dis- -
honour, would not the fate of our poor fellows ha.ve'
been a huundredfold happier than that they aubslef_ |
quently experienced, in their miscrable retreat, inas-
much as they would have died in the conscionsness of
‘having bravely done their duty? Never were troops
exposed to greater hardships and dangers; yet, sad to
say, never did soldiers shed their blood w lth less bene-
ficial result than during the investment of the Bl‘itiﬁh._'
lines at Kabul. |

But, to return to my narrative.

A letter to the address of the Envoy was this day
received from Usman Khan*, Barakzl, a near relative
. of the new king, and generally supposed to have a
favourable leaning towards us, wherein he took credit
‘to himself for having ¢ checked the ardous of. his fol-
lowers in their pursuit of onr flying troops on the .PI‘B-
ceding day, when, by following up their success, the
loss of onr cantonments and the destruction of our
force was inevitable ; but that it was not uthe wish _' of

% Thig chief had gheltered Captain Drommond in hig own hﬂuaﬂ |
gince the first day of the outbreak.
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the chiefs to proceed to such dreadful extremities, their
sole desire being that we should quietly evacuate the
~country, leaving them to govern it according to their
own rules, and with a king of their own choosing.”
- On the receipt of this friendly communication, the
Envoy requested the General to statc his opinion re-
garding the possibility, in a military point of view, of
retaining our position in the cantonments ; as, in case
of a negative reply, he might be able to enter into
negﬂtié,tiﬂns with the existing rulers of the country.

The General replied to the effect that “we had now
been in a state of siege for three weeks; our provisions
were nearly expended, and our forage centirely cona
sumed, without the prospect of procuring a fresh
supply ; that our troops wcre much reduced by
casualfies, and the large number of sick and wounded
increased almost daily; and that, considering the
difficulty of defending the cxtensive and ill-situated
cantonment, the near approach of winter, the fact of
our communications being cut off, and that we had no

prospect of rcinforcement, with the whole country in
arms against us; he did not think i1t possible to retain
our present position in the country, and therefore
thought the Envoy ught to avail himself of the offer
to negotiate, which had been made him.”

November 27th.—Nothing else of conzequence took
place until this morning, when two deputies from
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the bmdge were ushered into cantonments by Captains
Lawrence and Trevor, the Envoy having agreed fo
confer with them, on condition that nﬂthlng should be
proposed which® it wo