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PREFACE,

Inn publishing these biographies, the writer need hardly
offer *.;.iny apology. The Lives of the most enmripent amongst
his countrymen, whether living or dead, must always be a
priceless treasure to the countty, The struggles and triump k
of Hurish Chunder Mukherjea, the indomitable persever-
ance and the noble patience”of Shyama Churn Sirkar, the
eloquence of Ram Gopal Gfligse and his devotion to the true
interest of his country, not to speak of the achievements of
those now living, form the brightest page in the annals of mo-
dern Bengal. The author is conscious of the imperfect char-
acter of hiswork, and of the defects in matter and manner from
which the work suffers; but he can fruly affirm that he has made
ati honest attempt, with what little success, it is not for him to
say, to preserve in a durable form, the work of some of the
greatest amongst his countrymet. The Lives of the living
are to be found side by side with those of the dead, and
this may seem to be ananomaly. But it is veally not so, if
the matter is somewhat carefully examined. There is no
record to speak of, of the lives of Hurish chunder Mukher-
jea, Shyama Churn Sirkar, Degumbgg Mitter, and Ram Gopalf
hose. The™ author feit that before he wrote cf‘Tthe'Iiving,z
he owed an yet unredeemed duty to the dead. In the in-
terest of biography and for the sake of preserving~-in a du-
rable form, the work of such men as Raja Degumber Mitter,
Shyama Churn Sirkar, FHurish Chunder H\Eiuichcer]‘aa, and{
Ram Gopal Ghose, he has ventured to include in one worlk {
the Lives of the dead "with those of the living. It i= _I:lardlyfi
pecessary for. him-to offer an explanation as tq" why it should;
be considered desirable to publish so early,. the. Lives o
living celehirities, many of whom are still in the vigour D‘f,ﬁfﬂzﬁ
and manhood, and who, we trust, have fret many long yearﬁ

of veefulness before them, The writer may refer to the Li*ﬁ@
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of eminent Englishmen still living fm a precedent, But'the
circumstances cf this country farnish even a stronger reason
for such a course than what may be said to exist in the con-
ditions of England or of any other countty. In publishi‘i:jg the
life of Kristo Das Pal,” the wiiter was confronted with diffi-
lculties of serious magnitude which would not have occured, if
ﬂ?ﬁad undertaken the task during the life-time of that illus-
. trious journalist, Points whichrare now obscute in the bio-
graphy of Kristo Das Pal might thus have been cleared up,
and a fre§h light thrown upon the life of that great man,
[t is obviously the dictate of prudent and sound sense {o
prevent such obscurity and confusion, in connexion with
the Lives of those emineni men who are treading in the
foot-steps of that illustrious Patriot, and are endeavouring
to serve their country, according to the measure of their
abilities and of their oppoitunities. This werk therefore
is not to be viewed in the light of a complete biography in
respect of the eminent living men concerned, It is much
less pretentious in its character, It secks to throw into shape,-
not always perhaps, the most consistent, or the most harmoni-
ous, the leading details of their lives, It will thus help the fu-
ture blographer in the perfarmance of his task, and obviate
difficurites~ayhich otherivise wonld have been insurmotntable, -
This is the only claim which may rightly be preferred on N
behalf of this work,
It wﬂl occur to the reader that there are some important
omissions™n tpe‘ list of eminent living™ celchrities, But itis”
necessaty  to point out that this is only the first part of the
work, and as soon asthe necessaly materials will be forth.
 coming, il the otftissions will be supplied. With these temar ks,
"the wnter'-tluﬁ'w,% himsel{ on the indulgence of the reader.

“CALCUTTA,

11th Nov, 1880

JOPAL SANVAL.



RAIL DEGUMBUR MITTER C. 5.1

CHAPTER I

LTS BIRTI—I"“PARDNTAGE AND
HARILY ILIEFL.

Or the brilliant galaxy of educated and self-mad
men of the pre-University period of English education
in Bengal, Raja Degumber was one. He, by his own
exertions and thorough honesty of purpose, coupled
with patience and perseverance, rose from the rank of
middle-class men to the exalted position of one of the
premier Zemindars of Bengal. An account of the life
of this architect of his own fortune cannot, therefore,
fail to be an interesting and profitable study, not only
to this generation, but as well to those yet unborn,

Babu Degumber (afterwards Raja) was born at
Konenaggur, in the district of<glughly nif,JwSIy, of a
very respectable and ancient Kyasiha family known a
the Mundira Bati Mitters, His fathel Babubhlb Churt
Mitter was a godown Sirkar under Messts. G1sbum
and Co., and had two sons of whom Degumber waﬁ
the eldest.

IHis grand-father Babu Ram Chundei~MVhtter wa
also uuder the employ of a Calcutta Merdantile Fir
and earned a decefit livelihood, and a great .p’ |/
of what the father and grand- father E.\un?"‘%- [
spent in charity and religious performances. In thas
days, orthodex IHindoos had no mordmate gtCEdt
gaip, and never thc.ughi. of making any savings fr o
thelr small incomés for the henefit of their posterity, ¢
that, when Babu Degumber was Lorn, he inhen




LIFE OF RAJA DEGUMBER MITTER.
"_%t a very large foﬁiune from his ancestors who were
) tolerably good circumstances, and in the enjoyment
fof competence only. The immense fortune and the”
diast-anded properties which Babu Degumber after-
litals possessed; wetre the hard-éarned, and ndt the
ouss deserved, fruits of his own labour, and not the
yich hejitage obtained from his ancestors. How he came
¢ acguire this property, how poor Degumber became
a rich man, and how, throughout his life, he made an
faxcellent use of his money for"the benefit of his coun-
“rymen, we shall describe hereufter. *
Degumber was fortunate enough in receiving a
frood education in his youth, His father used to
teside in a lodging somewhere in Raja Naba Krishna's
fStreet at Sova Bazar, and boy Degumber was
educated in a palshale, and at the age of twelve,
took his admission into the school kept by David
[fare, the father of English Education in Bengal,
e then joined the Hindoo College, and having
passed the Senior Scholarship Examination, he left
i in search of employment to provide for his family,
then consisting of his old father, mother, and his wife, -
thefore he was twenty, In 1834 he served as an English
teacher af.the’ Nizernut School at Moorshidabad,
here in later if€™Te came to playan important part
10t only as a tutor and Manager of the vast Estates
f Raja Kishennath, the husband of the illustrious .
Mohararnee Surnomoyee of Kashim Bazar at Berham-
pore, but also as a silk-manufactarer and merchant
Sof greatreierprize and pluck. The school-master-
”%\'p in the Nlzamut School was not to his liking, and so-
wor %(e:ft it, amrl.got an employmedt under the Magis~
zomiky, gifif Cdfilector of Rajshaye as®head elerk Jof the
ollectayate - there, on a salary of Rs, 80 or 100 per
nensem. It isgaid by his fow surviving friends that he
\Wd the post for, a short period of six mouths ogly,
'lm, it is'now impossible to determin® with any' degiree
Laccuracy why*hegegave up “the appointment. * A
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- correspondent sigpned  “B” wrote to the Jndien
" Mzrvor on the 29th April 187d, immedjately after his
that Babu Degumber havingd,given up the
d<lerkship at Rajshaye, came back to Moorshi-
dabad, \and ‘‘ was appointed a Tehsildar of the
Governmbdnt Kkas Mahkal, Hudaramda¥hpur, under
the then CBitector, Mr. Robert Torrens While he-
‘held this post, he fell into a scrape, One of his,
submdmates an amin, made some alteratlc:rns,r—ff
(Buruper) in the description of lands in a meas jre-
ment (hife, t. ¢ some basty or (habitable) lands ware
described as garas (unlulturable holes).™" He was
prbsecuted for this offence of his subordinate, but was
Ilanor"tbly acquitted, He therefore gave up the ap-
pointment n disgust, The correspondent says that at
this {ime “he was in great distress and lived with
the late Babu Ganga Churn Sen, who was then
head clerk of the Moorshidabad Collectorate. In 1838,
he served as a clerk for a short time~in the Native
[nfantry stationed at Berhampore.”

But though his great intellectual powers, his
attainments as-«an Bnglish scholar, his unflinching
devotion to work and his persevelance——-faﬂed to be
duly appreciated by the English officials of Rajshaye
and Moorshidabad, it was by virtue of these qualities
he became - tutor of Raja Kivskennath, and after-
wards* Manager of his vast estatie RS princely

#t of a lac of rupees to him by his pupil formed the
nucleus of his futlure fortune, "
, It is said by Babu Amrita Lal Banerjee, his old
companion, that Babu Degumber held th¢ office of
tutor on two different occasions. Itis nanmposmble
in the absence of authentic records, to ascer,tmn the
exact dates of thec;e momentous eveants in Lhe‘"”gt‘? .0f
Babu Degumber™~ But an approximate g‘dea of the
time may be formed from the fact that Wajd Kishen.

Nath Roy “Bahadur committed 5L110W011 the 31st
Oct@bm 1844, and Lalculatmg from- this year {hs
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time when Babu Degumber réceived a donation of
alac of Rupecs from® the Raja, as his tutor and
Manager, the(éift must have been made between the
vears 1838 and 1844. Raja IKishennath attai/néclr his
majority in 1838, and perhaps, from that yesr, Babu
Degumber <€ommenced his tutorship for the second
~time till the time of the Rajah’s death in"7844. And
sthe first time when he served the Rajah as his tutor,
inost have been previous to the year 1838. .
tLike the late Hon'ble Kristo Das Pal, Babu
Dégumber found no scope for the, display of his rare
talents i’ Goveinment Service, and had to rely upop
his inherent resources and his-intellectual and moyal
qualities to chalk out a career for himself, first asa
trader and manufacturer of silk and indigo, then as a
kind and sympathetic Zemindar pogsessing vast landed
properties in many districts of Bengal, and lastly as a
patriot and statesman in the arena of political life,

[t is said that the gift of alac of rupees, he had
received from Raja Kishennath, he invested in the
Union Bank. In 1849, the Bank having failed, he lost
almost all his money except a small residue of Rs,
28000, with which he began to trade as a silk and in.
digo manufacturer, stock-jobber, and so forth., He had -
silk factofies in Moorshidabad, at Ramkholla, and
Rajaputy. The angsrymous correspondent, who wrote a
letter o W& Paghm Mirror, on the 20th April; 1879,
says that Babu Degumber establishd a silk factory A
Sunlur Mirzapur, near Jungypoor, and another at
Dowlut Bazar in the district of Moorshidabad, The
same coffgspondent positively asserts that Babu
Degumbef was never a private tutor to Raja Kishén-
nath, Fle saysthat one Mr. Lambrick was private
tuytg-in the Raja, and Babu Degumber was his dewan.
We ate notln a position to decide bétween these two
contratlictory statements ; but it appeays from the
abituary notice of Raja Degumber writfen by theblate
Hon'ble Kriste Das Pal, who was Yery thick andthin
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with him, that the appoiniment in question had been.
dctually held by the Raja. [

The silk manufacturing business soo \made him
;}‘egam Mg lost wealth, which he invested,” this time,
in buying X emindaries in Orissa, in the 24~ Pelgunahs
5nd in Some\ other districts of Bengal. 'The Judtan
Mirror of April’ 22nd, 1879, containing an obituary
hotice of the Raja, says that ¢‘in this trade he achieved
mest remarkable success—ahis trade mark D M., we ba—
Fleve having given special vglue to the silk of Berha-
pote which was then in great demand.,” After th
China War, his trade fell cff gonsiderably, and. Babu
Deg mber removed to Caleutta where, during the

utiny, when the Government paper was at a ruinous
liscount, Babu Degumber speculated in buying them
f.lp, which afterwards brought him a good profit,

CHAPTER 1],

n HIS POLITICAL CAREER AND DEATH,

ﬂ "We prefer to describe the Raja’s closing career in
the burning and eloquent words of Kristo Das Pal, his
Wyreat colleague, friend, and fellow-worker,in the British
{[ ndian Association, Kristo Das Teus wrote on the
'ubject (vide [lindoo Putriof of the 2156 APFL, 187G —)

r*t “He was now consetous of his approaching end; his lasi

;mds bo the writer were:-«“My time is come, balce care of
yur health I ann‘aspulhumhab he did not fear Li@’lbl’"‘ he
}mked upon denth ag the gate to a higher and b-:-attm world,
ghme those who had beon here would meet Il-ﬂ*iLlll Has rnul
Yinged ifis way yesterday at 7-30 A M. ((e. on the 201l
Eripril 1879). He was about 63 yoars of age.” &, &c - &e.
if “Deff"‘un'lbm ' vas early inducted into public 11f'e Wlulﬂ
yet in Liis teens, he was thrown into the coterie RE the “Hlu
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Lrious Dwarkanath Tagore, which aftorwards proved’s nursery’
of tho leading minds of\Bengal. Degumber, by his close and
intimate aﬁa?aﬁu.tmn with the Tagoras, became one n 1em 111 ‘E

habit, thoughi, and spirit. He Toarnt politics at Ahe faeb of !
Dwmkuuath Tagore ; he was a personal friond an cogdjutor of
both Proggtinne Koomar and Ramanath Tagom?; for {wo clﬂ.ys
in the woek ho had a fixed place at the splendid table of the'
former, and h¢ was the right-hand man of the latier, inall
cdancils on public wmatters. On the establishment nf the’ r!
ritish Indian Association, Degumber was its first Aﬂﬂlﬂt&llt
Secretary, of which he ultinatély Bbeoame the honored If)’ﬂﬂl—;
dent, ' In early life he mixed motc with the non-official than)
with the official Europeans, He was familiar with the Gordons,
and the Caldears, the Stocquelors, and the Hurrys, and took an: |
active part with them in the political warfare of the day. He |
generally fought unseen, for he did not like to push himself /‘ |
forward, o was a most intelligent and active membor of the
cominittes of the British Indian Association, and his vaued{ |
experience lent much weight to his counecils, but he rarely atg
the time wo refer to came to the fore, His first appearance 11. ;
public was in connection with the so-called Black Act 111c3et111g
of 1856, .Thore woro four Mibler speakors at the meeting, of }
whom he was dubbed No. 1, by Mr. Cobb Hurry, ; In 1864
e ballgve#;wtu ned by the British Indian Association ony P
the mvitatibn’ of Government as its represontative inthe ]]pl
demic Fever Comunision, and from that iime his' talenis mnd
ahilitios became known Lo Government. They were soon afber
enlisbad iy the Legislutive Council of Bung&l. , ‘
Ho had heen previously appointed a jusiice of the pnucu ane
_g}'qgfglmy Magistrate for Caleutla, and a visitor of the Wards
Indecd, from this time his services were oftor

Ty vy e oy g e

lnamtutmn |
pressed info 1eqmalbmn for this committee and that, by Govorn *’;
atfont, " He WS nominated io the Dengal Om\nml three
Lmqsﬂmu{, Govornors of Bengal, successively, by Bit Ceoil' B

IS POLITICAT CAREER. AND frATI, i

eadon, Siwr William Grey, and Sir George Campbell, all of"

hom considered him a most useful and vahmﬂ,ig couneillor.
Lhe hadJived, he would ‘have probably been honored with a

at in tlmx Viceregal Council. In consideration of his distin-

iished publicy services he was made a Companion of the most
alted Ordai}i\‘?ﬁe Star of India in 1876‘, and honored with

*title of Raja in 1877, :
~%e have already stated thatl e was appmuted i 1864 «
iember of the Fipidemic Fever Cﬂmmlsqmn * Hig clear intelledy
' onee sawW that the doctors word ‘pursuing a wrong donrse 11}
saPhog to trace the cause of the disease. Ib was neither the
[eea, nor the tank, nor the IIGEﬁEId‘H, which had given birth to
i malady. He~laid his hand upon the right place, and
id thal the fever being of an endemic character and also of
ie same type, which had decimated Gour and Cassim Bazar, in
nes past, cannot be new, and that it must have originated
ym the same cause, that had produced the disease in those
ywns. Accordingly he held that it was sub-gsoil humidity,
owever cansed, which lay at the root of the disease,

"He wrote a series of articles on the subject in this paper,
lhl{"h ho reprinted in a pamphlet form, and which were re-
ived with much favour. He had the satisfaction fo see hig
weory embraced with open arms by the® dggﬁg_l_ﬁ who had
itherto shewn it a cold shoulder. The government also ac-
phod this theory, and recognized it in a legislative enactment,
o mean the Embankment Ael, and also issued instructions for
s practical enforcement in towns and municipalities, * If Raja

gufpber had done nothing clse, the service, whig h€thus
lndered to the cause of hwipanity would enshrine ~his name in
¢ memory of his counjrymen, In the Orissa Famine of 1586,

zealously cnhnpemtﬂd with Government in devising measures
‘velief. Ho possessed tstales in Cuttack, and was thug'in a
sition fto obtaif” acaurate information regarding e cnudmmm\

[ the ﬂeupla in the famine-stricken dwmwts And his “Jirst!
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 hand information secmed to embarass Government sometime r‘
In order to iﬁilize him, 4the Government appointed him a mond
ber of the Exacutive commiltoe of the Orissn (aming, to whide

he rendered invaluable scrvices,

In other public maitters his services were )40 conspreuotp?
In 1862° or thereahout, the Government tndia invited s
co-operation of the British Indian Association in the amdlﬂgl
mont of the Income Tax Agt of 1860 ; Sir ITenry :H&rriug’ajd/f
ﬁ'aa the representative of the Government, and the Associati j
vas askod fo nominate two’inembors for conference, and aﬁf
returned Maharajah Romanath Tagore and Bdja Degp’ﬁbr‘.}
Mitter, The subsequent amendment of the Aot was mnteri&h}
based upon the suggestions < made by the declogates of th;
British Indian Association,  Rajah Degumber was the defacy)
author of the road-cess schome. IIe was a nomince of th
British Indian Association to the road-cess Commiitee, ﬂ.ppniutfg
by (tovernmeni, and although he was strongly opposed |
the principle of the 10ad-cess, he considered it his duty, as
loyal subject, to render every assistance in his power to ‘uhfn
easy colloclion of the cess.

If the road-cess scheme ig o sclf-acting one, the wmern iy
crecht of devising i6 belonged to the late Raja Degumbe
Mitter._. It was sor”bwhat modified in delails by Mr, Schalel
but the ﬂi‘rfﬂﬁ design was his, In the Legislative Coupeil h !
practical common sense and intimate knowledge of the counti
wore conspicuous in the many snggestions he offered, Ie f_
an netive port in shaping the Bmbankment Ack, The grc#
bone-of zentention in connection with tho Embankment Bill w
the cliatiﬁgﬁiﬂn made between public and privato omban
mcate ; this distinction was recogunized . in theory, bul not i}
frequently disregarded in piactico, The steady oppositicgd
which h¢ and his colleague Mabarajah  Jotindra Muhu
’ff&gm% offcved, extorted fiom M, Sehaleh “the, mojnber
‘sharge of the "bill, the schodule of public embatkmeni®
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maintained at the exp&me of ‘the Stare which has once for.all
setfled the difficulty, Raja Degumber also fnu?ﬂlt hard againgt
oir William Grey’s Irrigation and Drainage Bill, In order to root
out the epidemic fever, some officialy conceived the scheme of
nnmblmug egricultural improvement with sanitation by irrigation.
Raja Degumbbs» in a thoroughly practical speech, pointed oub
that what might contribute to agricultural improvement would
not necossarily contribute to sanilary improvement. Agrieul-
tural improyementwouldr ﬂquue the supply of water, bul sanitary
improvement would requiie ti8 draining out of Lhe “wvater, Sir
Wlliam was convinced of his logic, and abandoned the general
3chame, and substituted iv lieu of it a project of agiicultural
.mprovement by the reclamation of the Dancooni beel in the
District of Hooghly. - By his determined opposition to the ori-
ginal scheme, he saved considerable public money and much
wivate suffering. In the rencwal of the thirty years’ sebtle-
nent of Orissa after the famine of 1866, he took an active
yart.  The Government was not quite chsposed to continue the
ettlement without an increase of the assessment, but ho
showed by inefragable facts and logic, that if any measurs
oould resuscitate the miserable people of Orissa, it was the
continuance of the seltlement on the originalr basis, and
the Government accepted his recommt 1datuxpeuenne
has shewn that the measure has proved a boon to Orisss. He
was’ o mostintelligent advocate of the Permanent Sottlemont.
[’IIE speeches at the anti road-cess meeting to petition Parlia-
nent was ons of the ablest vindications of the advaninges of the
Permanent detllement, He showed that the loss ifn tha State
by the fixation of the revenue in perpetuity Wfts much les
ompared with the gain to the communily at Imge. -

Raja Degumber was neither a ready nor an eloquen} speaker,
yut he was ﬂfwa}w.j Gﬁlnpa{}tl Eﬂﬂslblﬁj and pi?ﬂﬂtlﬂﬂ.}

]
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CHAPTER 111
11S OHARACTER AND IDEAS,

Kristo. Das, who had a splendid oppg-rtunitp}r to
study his friend’s character both as a private and

public man, wrotc as follows :— .

“Ag an example of his boldness and firmness we might mef-
t1on the movement he mado almost aloye and unassisted against
Mz, Latdeﬁr, the then judge of 24 Porgunnahas, for his judicial
hias, Others would have shyunk from such a hazardous L&éf:,
bub nothing daunted he impeached the Judge hefore govern-
ment in an ably drawn up memorial, Ho had fixed ideas on |
almost every public gquestion. ['or instance, while the ecluca,{:ed:;
natives were to o man opposed to the annexation policy of Lord}
Dalhousic, ho supported it, because he had no faith in thcif,g
Native princes,and no sympathy for the cry of Native Govern. |
ment as & national instibution,

He was a thorough-going utilitarian, and made the great-n
est, good of the greatest number his motto, and as he felt that
tho British Government followed that prhmipb, he consi-
dered the substitubion,. of that Government for a Native ad- "
ministrating, bentemofint to the redemplion of a whole papula-;ih
tion. His sympatblos wero rapublican, but at the samo_time han,
did not care much for representative institutions in this‘,i}
country,

In this respect he was ofton at variance with his oducated
cmmtr?vmaii, 1n matlers of voligion and social intercourse he
wns cotholic end cosmopolilan in bis viows, To lim the old
Hincﬁ::n and Mahomedan, the Cliistion «convert, the Brahmosf]
and tlia England-returned Indinns wore equally weleome, His
sympabhics’ ware, however, entirely consorvative on the subject |
of fomale emancipation and improvoment.”
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- “If the object of femalé education, he used te say, be to make
the household happy, there was far_ greater hippiness in the
Hindoo home under the old than under the new system.
l\fevm‘bhalqsﬁs he did not refuse aid to female schools, He was o
staunch, advocate of the freedom of the press, and held that the~
best vindication of the paramountey of tlie British Power in the
East was the concession of this privilege to the people of this
country, and he was deeply grieved when Loxd ﬁyttﬁn’ﬁ Press
Act was passed. He greatly valued the pilgrimage of Indian
youths to the temples of Knotwiedge in Burope and .-America,
ar ag a proof of his own earnestness in the matter, he sent to
ingland his only son, Babu Giish Chandra Mitter, alas ! now -
10 more, for the completion of his education. Being in the
h‘nut-rank of the community, his purse was as a matter of
*uurse open to woiks of public usefulness, bhut the greatest
ind most useful charity which he founded was the maintenanco
f about 80 poor students whom he gave their “daily bread.”
He was one of the Honorary Secretaries to the Native coms
nittee of the District Charitable Society in which h ~ontii-
outed & fund called after his name, the proceeds of which are
wpplied to tho support of some twenty poor persons every month,
His private chatity to distrossed relatives, friends, and depond-
inis, was also large,” L

2L TN T
| Such, in brief, were the main features ot the charac-
ter of this great and noble man.” But the most conspi-
suous and valuable trait of his character was the ihdo-
mitable energy, patience and perseverance with which
1e” worked his way up from a very small; beginning.
[t. avas in the dull drudgery of the early part of his

sareer, that he laid the foundation of his fature great.
1ess and success. Possessd of strong physic, as Babu
Kristo Das told us, Degumber worked .hard in

aly life amidst many adverse circu1nst§1§:e§_:“ We
toye already aliuded to the fact that Babu . egumber,
Giilerholding the ‘office of a Tehsildar in a Khas,
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Mehal in Mbvorshidabad, "was “hauled up before a’
criminal cofirt on the suspicion that he had had a
hand in the alteration of a public. document in collu-
sion with his subordinate. For a young man of no
~certain position in society, such criminal prosccution

often tantamounts 1o his ruin, But Degumber, though

honorably acquitted, outlived the shock, and came out

of the trial as a hero. With positive disgust, pei-

haps, he left the Government Service for ever and for

good. He rook to the business of indigo and silk manu-

facturer; and even in this' he had to compete with

Messrs, Watson and Co. As a business man, he,

acquired a thorough knowledge of human nature and of;

the material resources of the country, and his inherent.

capacity for work and organization gradually dEVeltJPEd:

:n him. As a Zemindar, he used to work hard, and to

inspect his landed properties personally, And thig

was the secret of his success as a landlord. Riches

and affluence generally make men luxurious and idle;

but in the case of Rajah Degumber, the glitter of gola

could not make him swerve an inch from his long‘

acquired habit of assiduity and patient inr:lus,'tr:_yi.‘*lr
He worked on till his death for the benefit of his cout-
frymen, and we hope and trust his noble example wil"{
serve as a guide tq our youngmen.

e

CHHAPTER 1V,

ANECDOTTS,

Babu Raj Narain Bose of the Adi I

haskindly furnished us with the following anectiotes
of Raja,Degumber, "

1. the was a very affable, polite, and courteec
man. When he went to visit his Zemindary at Ori
he returned the visits of all the native gentlether
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Cuttack, even the podrest among them. He used to
jay the-poorest deserved the greatest attention,

2, He was a very hospitable man, and kept an
ypen table to which even the best men of Calcutta
society did not hesitate to attend at times. He was
kind and courieous to all. : "

3. He was a man of strong passions, and slander
wids very wide-mouthed against his character, He
nsed Lo express his greatest regret to me that he
could not control his passions. IHe knew the wrong,
but still the wrong pursued, ” 1 used to give him reli-
ziaus and moral advice to the best of my power.

Babu Mohendra Nath Bose, the Small Cause Court
judge of Narail, and the cousin of Rajah Degumber

ays, in connexion with this anecdote, that Raja
egumber was somewhat rough in exterior, but at
eart he was a very kind-hearted man.

4. He used always to narrate to me (Babu Raj

arain) the great opposition he met with to histheory
f the cause of the epidemic fever in Bengal from the
ther members of the Epidemic Fever Commission,
specially the medicals among them ; but a layman as
e was, his views were at last adopted by Goveérn-
ent, As a proof of the truth of his theory, he used
.0 instance his native village of Kenenugger, the cli-
mate of which improved on its drainagorbeing pro-
perly atfended to. With reference to the said oppo-
sition, he used to remark that the English were rather
ul intellectually dull nation. He also used to say
that no nation is so selfish as the English.
5, He was a spiritualist, Spiritualism was his
‘eligion. Such was his firm belief in spifitualism,
hat he used to say that, in the future worfld, heawill
dine with his friends exactly as he did here, but, of
sourse, on gthereal food.  When one of his grand.sons
was providentiglly saved from falling dowa™Nfiem the
op of his house, he said that his departed father
(rrish Chundra saved him. ‘
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. 6. H wasa very strongtminded man.” Wher
his only s ;| Grish Chundra, died of a fall from his
horse, the first thing that occurred to Degumber was
to give nottce to the police. He was very muchi
gricved, but not to the extent that ordinary men. are, ’

7. He was a yery popular man and highly liked
by his friends. When he was attacked by severe
nervous debility and retired to Babu Heralal Seaf's;
villa at Burranaggur, for a time, all his friends fmm{
the highest to the lowest flocked to see him. He
was highly delighted attlii§ proof of the attachment{
of his friends. He was very fond of music. P

9. Ie practised deep breathing, a kind of I’"agzﬁ
He taught me the same. The practice has salutary,|
effect on the bodily system, but not to the exteniﬁ
he believed. He recommended me books ot

spiritualism.
10. The following anecdotes we have heard from”

other sources.

¢

THE AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA AND RAJA DEGUMBER,

It was in the year 1872 that this newspaper whicl
"had been hitherto published from the native villag:-
of its well-known editor, Babu Shishir Kumar Ghose
in the district of« Jessore, had to be transferred tc
CalcuteaT2estilence, epedemic fever, and other causes
compelled Babu Shishir Kumar and his -brother:
to adopt this course. He stood in nced of patronage
and encouragement in his new career; and the first
man to whom he applied for moral help was Rajs
Degumber: Babu Shishir Kumar knew the Rajr
to be a Broad-minded and far-sighted statesman rwhe
would readily sympathize with" his political aﬂpnatmn:‘
_and the aims of his journalistic career. Ile 'Lppraalev
£0 tl1e Iu.,*:ga, and the appeal was not nmc]e in valn{
The Raje lent his moral support Lo the paper as l‘\lai

3

I.hought that an outspoken and fearless journal lik
~the” Amrita Bazar was a desideratum at the ime



ANECDOTES. 1b

Afthough Raja Degurihber was a staunch supportel
f the~ British Indian Association, some of whose
nembers looked with, jealousy upon this new aspirant
or journalistic distinction, he never hesitated to ac-
sord his support to the advancement of the best intet-
ssts Of the 4dmerztae Bazar Putrifa.
~ Instances of such magnanimity are rare in, these
lays. Here was one of the founders of the British
ndian Association pushing ~up an editor whose paper
vas rising as a rival,of the Ilindoo Pafrigf, the
rgan of the Association’ 'which represenfed the
terests of his own class. The foundations of the
ower which the Pafrtka has subsequently built up
s an organ of Native opinion, were thus laid ; and
o Raja Degumber Mitter is to be attributed not a
ittle of the credit of placing in the possession of
ucated Indians, a journal which has done such
Es.unch and invaluable services to this country.

THE HON'BLE KRISTODAS PAL AND BABU DIGUMBLER
MITTER,

The late Hon'ble Kristo Das Pal once told the
iggrapher himself that, one night, at about 2 A.n, hei
f/as all on a sudden awakened from his sleep by his‘
ervants. On enquiry, he came to lcn%v}rg}?elg Raja
’}egumber had sent a note to him asking ¢ iame or
omething of that kind which the Raja had forgotten.

. Thernote was readily answered, and the Raja Wag
atisfled. This circumstance is an evidence of the
lose friendship that existed between Raja Degumber
litter and the Hon'ble Kristo Das Pal, both in-pri-

tes relations and in public life. The late ®ditor of
e Idindoo Patriof was renowned for the Strength of
s memory, and was always referred to by his asso--
ates in politics whenever any fact was the subject of
estion. Digumber Mitter and he were %l twa
raster minds whose union was the strength of the
aen political life of Bengal,

ﬂ
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THE LIFE OF Mr, MANOMOHUN GIIOSE.
BARRISTER-AT-LAW, CALCUTTA.

CHAPTLER L.

IIIS PARENTAGE AND BIRTII,

The two brothers Messrs, Manomohun Ghos'
and Lal Mohun Ghose,~whose name and fame havi
spread all over India, befong to a very old Kyasthi
family of Bikrampore, in the district of Dacca, Tlf
family has a history of its own, as we gather fro}
a manuscript note left by Babu Ram Lochun Ghos}
the father of Mr. Ghose :(—Ram DBhadra Ghose, ,
remote ancestor, was the proprietor of a village callew
Bhulladia, near Sumkote, in Bikrampore. That Vill.ﬂgi"i
which, together with Sumkote has long since disappeaﬁﬁ
ed by reason of the constant changes in the coursc ¢
the Kirtinasha or Pudma river, was the ancestral pre]
perty of the family which was known, at one time,

y the Ghoses of Bhulladia. Ram Bhadra Ghose diet)
leaving two infant sons, At this time, Raja Gopi,
Krishna, son of the famous Raja Raj Bullub concéiyel-
the idea of marrying his daughter by a Kayasths)
womail 10 one of the two minor sons left by Rar(ﬂ
Bhadra™~&Hase. He, accordingly, sent for the tws
boys who, however, lefi the village, and took shelted’
in the house of a powerful Zemindar, of Durgunalc
Idilpur, viz,, Komul Roy Chowdry, Raja Gopay
Krishna then made several ineffectual atlempts? ¢
obtain possession of the two boys, and it f -
recorded; that in consequence of the refusal. gq
the, Idilput Zemindar to make them over, Rapd
Lopal Kiishna sent a small army, with the result thed
there was a pitched battle faught on the banks (g
Bhairg, Khal between the adherents of, Idilpur Zemith
dar and the troops of Gopal Krishna, The Iattq
suffered a heavy defeat, several men having bee eﬁi

——
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killed and wounded ;*and Gopal Krishna was com-
belled to abandon the idea of getting possession of
the two sons of Ram, Bhadra Ghose., The Ruja, how-
':ver, tock his revenge by razing to the ground the
family house of the Ghoses at Bhulladia, and con-
fiscating all their property. The family eventually
ettled in another part of Bikrampur, on the banks
f the Dhalaswari river, about 15 miles -from the old
istoric town of Dacca, in a village called Bairagadi,
here Babu Ram Lochun Ghose, the father of Mr.
Tanomohun Ghose, was Porn in the year 1790 A. b,
e was a self-educated man,” there being no English

chools or colleges in those days. Alter filling vari-
us humble offices under the English Government,
je was selected in 1841, by Lord Auckland, then
overnor-Geeneral of India, to {ill the office of a
ubordinate Judge, then called chief Sudder Amin,
1e being one of the first batch of the Indian gentlemen
ho were appointed to the judicial office under
he British Goverifment. He was an intimate friend
nd coadjutor of the late Raja Ram Mohun Roy with
whose ideas of social and religious reforms, he was in
earty sympathy. Babu Ram Lochun Ghose was
nstrumental, to a great extent, in establishing the
nglish College at Dacca, at a time when the pre-

judices and superstitions of his~fellow-countrymen
cterred them from encowaging thes diffusion of
European education in Eastern Bengal. He made
a1iberal donation to the funds of that college “which
ledl the Government to found a scholarship in his
ame which is annually awarded to some student,

nchis known as the ““Ramlochun Ghose Prize.” While

e held the appointment of Principal Sudder Amin of

Krishnaghur, in the district of Nuddea, (which he did
’ v n " 1 . o

ip to within a few -years prior to his death), his eldest
son, Mr., Manomohun Ghose-was born at Bairagatl, in
Dacca, on the 13th March 1844, It was in’this
bld historic town of [{rishnaghug, whete Ramloohun
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hailt a house and resided till fhe time of his death,
“i.’ﬁat his second son, .the famous Mr. Lal Mohun

Ghose was born in 1849, the third and the youngest
being Murali Mohun Ghose.

by onn

CHAPTER I,

HIS EDUCATION.

¢ -

Mr. Manomohun Ghdse was educated, as a boy?*
in the Krishnaghur Collegiate School ; and in Marclﬂﬁ.
1859, he passed the Entrance Examination of thef
Calcutta University, and joined the Presidency Col-¥:
lege, in 1861. He studied here for the short perioc’
of one year only, as he left for England in the fc}l;fq
lowing year with Mr, Satyendra Nath Tagore to¥
compete for the Civil Service. He had, while yet a#g
boy of 12 or 13, conceived the idea of proceeding te!
England for purposes of education, and his friendshifhl
with Mr. Satyendra Tagore in Calcutta, enabled him .
to carry out the tdea, without much opposition fmn“
his parents, who would have naturally objected (g
send him to a foreign country without a friend of IL
companion, (J

The depature™f these two young men on such v
high educifional mission, marks an epoch in they
history of our country, for no other educated Bengalp
hadpreceded them for such »n important purposef
The success which attendedvheir efforts has since Enfl :
couraged many a native youth to follow in their footk
steps ; and the Indian Civil Service has now in its E}{ﬂltl
ed ranks, Natives of India who are in no way inferiolf
to their European brethern in éducation, administrath?r;‘
ability, probity and integrity, and the Bar is throngeit
witll Tative Barristers-at-Law  who, 1 g‘,e’ii‘era], hav)
proved themselves worthy of all the ndblest tradition

of their high proflcssion.  Politically, socially and mc
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wally, the country has gained from
Indian. youths hoth at the Bar and in ¢he Civil Sey

vice; and as a pioheer in this new field of adventure,
Mr. Ghose must have his due meed of praige,

the success

I

CHAPTER III.
HOW THE INDIAN MIRROR WAS ESTALLISHED,

Mr. Ghose, from his eardy youth, has taken a lively
nterest in politics. Ft was'in the year 1860, the ryots
and zemindars of Nuddea, ]essgye, Rajshay§, Moor-

nst the Indigo Plan.

p the cause of
anomohun, who as 3 Citizen

opportunity of knowing

committed upon them
oy the Indigo Planters, used to write almost every

veek, long letters to that journal, on thic 4’ absorbing
opic of the day. After the death of Hyjsh Chandra,
he Hindoo Patrior shewed signs of decadence, and

Ir. Ghose started the tortnightly Znasas Mirrop in

861, with the pecuniary assistance” of the Venerabla
rendra Nath Sep,

Jebendra Nath Tagore. Babu Ng:
' then contributed to its

s present rehowned Eclitm:,
olumns. Thus Mr, Ghose laid the foundatjon of%i?ur-
A which, in fulness of t_ime, bec:ame a powerful datly
rgan of educated Native public opinion in India.

of the*Native In.

Ir..Ghose is a staunch supporter
from time to"time, not

ian Press and has helped it, 1
ly with sound advice, but also by Occasionally con

ributing to its columns;
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CHAPTER IV,

HIS CAREER IN ERNGLAND AND AT TIE BAR.

In March 1862, he left for England with My
Satyendra Nath Tagore now a Judge in the Bombay
Civil Service. Ile appeared at she Civil Sert
vice examination in 1864 and 1865 ; and the mark!
for the Oriental languages being reduced, and othg,,
changes in the rules and rcgulations having been sud™
denly introduced by the (ivil Service Commissioners!
he was tnsuccessful in emcting the Service. He ther
published a pamphlet in England, and made an agita!
tion on the subject, which eventually had the effect o;
raising the marks for the Oriental languages. Thil%

pamphlet drew considerable public attention at th
time, and was very {avorably noticed by the press {
England, as well as in this country. As there is ari
unfortunate impression in the minds of our country-
men, regarding the influence which residence in En r
land is supposcd to exercise on the minds of ouy
youug men, it may be useful and interesting to quote
here the sentiments expressed by Mr. Ghose on thig
subject, when he was only 22 years of age, shorily

‘before his return to India :—

“Tho other <ipoction urgod by the opponents of thoe Orienta,
languages which we have above alluded to--namely, “thay,
[ndifng ought not Lo bo permilicd {o entor the Service 11111!'}5( |
they nre thovoughly Buropeanized——raises a very impoitfa
ragsbien, and‘deservos serious reflection, [for it involves eonse
[nences eﬂe}gdiug far beyond the legitimate sphero of tho' Pre
ent controversy. As wo havo already said, no one would rejoic
gore® than the present writer {o 5C0 hig counirymen ado;
Lt aplaL. 'ﬁx.mmer% and ldeas, and imitela bhose sterling qua
os “‘which have conlributod to thoe eivilizalion~of the Wee
Vo should lﬁ:o, by all means, o goe owr co\{ntrymcn vio will
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the most favored nations of Ewope in their political and sﬁcm{-
bnstltutmn and, above all, we should m‘]mce to have their
minds freed from the yoke of traditions, and  themselves
hbemted fiom the chain of thoso pernicions customs which
bontinto to keep them physically and Moy ally degraded. Bué
“ve confess, we should rogret mnothing mote than a system of
NMse education, which would impart %o us all the yices of tho
uupem extinguish in ug every spark of sympathy for our
*yn country, and make us losq all sense of duty towards our-
lves We could not b{,ﬁf look 3113}1 horior upon such & system
ztmlmnw as would 1esult in & total extinction in out'mind of

respect for the great Hindu name, and for that literature and
-ilizetion which ate indissolubly conneefed with that name,

Ea are afrald that the tendeuncy of Tnglish education in India

as alread y been, to some extent, to depiive many of us of thab
mpathy for our countrymen which is al prosent so necessary
our regeneration, and to alienate us from all those ties

hich ought to bind us o our own counlry., Is it desirable,
1en we agk, that English education should impart to us the
icesof the Kuropean, deprive us of our own virtues, and make
ibok down with contempt upon our own countrymen ? Lab
be Europeanized by all means, if that term means being
ove cuwlized 3 but let us not lose that  respock which we owe
» our country, our language, and our literatudeg*

. It mhy be satisfactory to note that Mr. Ghose has
tcau hout his career been guided by the views™~ex-
essed by him nearly 24 years ago.

Along with his preparation for the Civil Service,
e vas also a regular student at Lincoln’s Jnn, and in
me 1866, he was called to the Bara few months
ter his fathers deathl in India. He came back to
5 mothm qounhy, m November of the same-year with

. R

The Open Gnmpatltmn for the Civil Seivice of Incia by Manomohua

ode published by Morms, Trilhnal & Co, London, 1860, p. 13, 4




29 LIFE OF MR, MANOMOUUN GIIOSE.

Miss Mary Carpenter. Beforethis time, no othér I'ndia
/had qualified himself for the Bar except My, Gyanends.
Mohun Tagore, who however, never praciised /i
- this cc}unuy To Mr. Ghose, therefore, belongs th
credit of being the first Indian who has achievec
success In his profession. We shall describe her
after, how Mr. Ghose succeeded in Ziving a hcaltl;?
tone to the criminal administration of this countr*g
and what are {he real secrets of his marvellous succe
at the Bar. Mr. Ghose, at the beginning of his careé
at the Calcutta Bar, had, enml‘mus difficulties to coy
tend with, The members of the fnglish bar hesitatel
in those days, to mix on terms of social equality wug
a Bengali gentleman ; while on the other hand, hi
countrymen naturally disapproved of the adoptlou o1
his parf, of European modes and habits of life
The English members of the bar declined to recog:
nize him as one of their number, unless he was pre
pared to live like an Inglishman, while on the othe:
hand he was assured that, he had not the remotes
chance of getting any support from his countrymen
unless he was prepared to identify himsell witl
them in all social and religious matters, Mr, Ghas
however, resolved to steer a middle course, insteag
of being swayed by the prejudices and unreasonabl
suggestions of cither party. DBesides the social dil}
ficulties, alrexily referred to, Mr, Ghose, had scarccly
a friend in the profession to help him "in - thf
beginzing. IHe was, however, fortunate cnouglf
early in his mteer to win the esteem and confidend
of seme of the Judges of the High Court, such a
Mr. Justice Kemp, the late Mr. Justice DWﬁlF-I{
Nath Mittér, and Mr, Justice Phear who treated higf”
with marked consideration. dn 1869, while he wa
5till struggling in his profession, he'sent his renowr}
ed sécand hrother Mr, Lal Mohun Ghosge,to compat]i
fm the Civil Service and to gel called to the bar. |
“The first .celebrated case whhich Mr, Ghose coug
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ducted' with great ability anll renown was the wall-
known case of The Queen vs: Aminudin a6 reported
in 15 Weckly Reporter, Crimindl Rulings, page 2s.
In - this celchrated state trial, Mr, Ghose was called
upon to defend the prisoner somewhat suddenly as
Mr. Cratgh, his counsel dicd shortly before the casc
was heard, It was heard before Me, Justice Norman
andd M, Justice Bayley, in 1871, and thovgh M,
(rhose lost the appeal, the late lamented M, Justico
Norman, then officiating as Cl%el Justice, compliment-
cd Mr. Ghose highly fer the (dlity with which he had
rgued the case. This case created a sensation at

1¢ time, and securcd his reputation,  The other
piminal cases in which he achicved a distinction
e the celebrated Lal Chand Chowdry’s case at
ijittugnng‘ the Fenual case, the Shapur murder case,
¢ Nuddea Students’ case, the Rungpore Deer case,
¢ Jamalpur Mecela case, Mulukchand Chowkidar's
e, the Lokenathpur case, and so forth.  The bio-
apher has summarized the history of these celebrat-
| eases in a separale book (History of celebrated Cii-
inal Cases) and published it in 1888, In all of thesa
a5 mofusil Magistrates and the  Police both Tiuro-
wt‘L““ amd Native, erred gricvously in doing justice Lo
flmlggriwud parties, and Mr. Ghosg, with marvellous

05 : _
hil patience ad perseverance, and offtv times at
wiime sacvilice of time and money, sceured justice Lo

! l}!J:():Jf-ruml apricved partics, It can be safely sested
l},kmut any fear of coutradiction, that no other
yer, be lie a pleader or a Barrister, has done
ey when the cause and interest of justice required
fow the impartial administration of criminal*justice
the Mofusil, where, some times, the PPolice and
- Magristraey, unhoumpered by public opinion, ride,
wh shod over the weak and the poor. As a
ntleman~of the long-robe, he has a prestige "of
“wiy, and this prestige coupled with his other
e talents, his bonesty of purpose, his devotion
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to work, contributed larg¥ly to.his success in his pro-
fession. The secret of his success, he himself assuras
us is, that he never dppears in a case without carefully
studying all the facts, and that he invariably dissuades
his cl:ents from engaging him in cases which he con-
siders to be hopeless. To Mr, Ghose belongs the credit
of being the first Native Barristersat-law who has
done yeoman’s service to his country by checkmat-
ing the devices and vagaries of many Mofusil Poljce
and Magisterial officer The marvellous tact, |ghe
unexampled self-sacrifk hﬁ deep and genujne
sympathy he exhlbItﬂ:d in res uing a poor illiterdie
cultivator of Nuddea named Muluk Chand Chowked:-§
from the gallows, whom the ldte Mr. Dickens, the th{Zj
Sessions Judge of Nuddea condemned in 1882 jg&
death for murdering his child Nekjan of g years ™
age, have unmistakably shewn of what real st
he is made (vide “Romance of Criminal Admin
tration in Bengal.” published by Messrs. Thacke
Spink & Co. in 1887}

The fearless way in which he shewed the wea
ness of the Magistracy and the Police in the Nudd
Students’ case, in the Lokenathpore case, im t
Fenuah case, has enhanced his reputation both am

his eountrymen _and right-thinking ;.,nghsl?
and made hith the idol of the people at large.,
such a successful, irreproachable and glorious i
our #ising gener ation ought to look up as its.mo
The specralty of Mr. Ghose as a barrister, 119
the art of cross examining witnesses, He never ]
hise temper,-and with marvellous tact and thoror
knowledge of human character, he quickly digge
wherein Ifes the weakness of a case, The succes
an advocate in cross examinatiopn, especially in a
minalcase, liesin a thorough ‘and comprehen:
grasprofall the facts of a case, just.in‘thg same 1
as a thorough and full dl’lﬂ'ﬂ{)SIS of the condition

diseased man, by a doctor, males him master g
' r

{D
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dgituation. The natural serenity of his temper, his
Courtcous manners, and-above all his thorough insight
into human nature, have contributed, not a little, (o the
marvellous success of his carcer.  There i no chance
citherfor a hostile ora dishonest witness, or for a
stubborn and obstinate Judge to-escape from  the
charming influence of this great Indian Darrister.

CIIAPTI'R V.
1715 FAMTLY LIFIE AND IDIAR,

SMr. Ghosce is one of the best men of our society.
Ike is a loving husband, a dutiful son, an affectionate
buother and a worthy and respected citizen of Calcutia,
[Lis love towards Kis mother, sisters and brothers
isf unbounded, and he trics his best to keep themin com.
font,  In August 1885 he took his son Mr, Mahi
Mlohun then aged 13, to [ogland where he is now
Audying for the Civil Service, Mr. Ghose is a
-cat patron of Nalive Newspapers to almost all
ol.l which he subseribes, He is  courteous, affable
anfjjd-aceessible to all Pride and - hauteur cegendered by
wodalth and high, position he has none ; and the poor-
aﬂﬂ of hig neighbours are as accessible go him ds the
hig, ghest in social vank and position,  Iis respecet to-
wipds his mother borders on worship, Llis tdeas Elll‘-‘(}ui.
1.':.:1] rlon "may be summed up in one sentence, namely
thatht the highest veligion counsists in being a useful
mper of society, and in serving one’s fellow-crea-
os 10 the best of his power,  The spicit of asCeti-
thi Inherent in the life of Hindoos, should ig his opini-
be discouraged, and nan should try to be useful ta

!

*

O}
sodfticty, for the best svay to serve God, is, according: to.
My, 1o servey mankind, Ag pegards his pt}hf.tt:u[ ideas,
hedff has o diom “Gaith s the justice and hénesty. of

Htish Rulors, bhut the Anglo-Indian 1dea of vxelud-
the people from offices of great trust and s

..-’hl'-lu;._—i-
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ponsibility is a mistake., In course of time, Mr, Ghosg
expects the Indian constifution will be analdgous to
that of the colonies. As regards female education, he
is of opinion thata man who wants an intellectual
companion must educate his wife ; but in the case
of the vast body of his countrymen this want is not yet
felt. Mr, Ghose had been married in his early youth,
before heleft for England. On his return, he gave
his wife a good Englishs education. Mrs. Ghose has
twice accompanied him-o England, and she is athe
to mix in English society like any English ladyy
while retaining at the same time the inherent modesty
and the national instincts of a*Hindu woman,

[ —

CHAPTER VL

IS DELEGATION TO ENGLAND,

In August 1885, Mr. Ghose left for Englang
with his whole family for a chapnge. He had n
before that, given himself any rest from his ardua{?&
work during a period of nearly 18 years. At thi,
time, he had no idea that he would be called up(,;
by his counttymen? to discharge any public duty,
October of that year, however, while he wg’ n
England, the political associations all over Hlnj A{; "
view of the approaching dissolution of Parligdic .
resqlved upon sending to England, a delegate frd,
each of the three Presidencies—Bengal, Bombay, &
Madras—for the purpose of agitating Indian gui .
.tions in Hngland, and securing, if possible, great
attention to Indian affairs among the British Electo,.
- The Bombay Association deputed Mr. N. G. Chd,..
da -Varkur, while the Madras public bodies select,, -
Mr., Salem Rama Swamy Mudilier to "represd,q
them i KEngland ; and these gentlemen were acy,,

dingly sent “at the expense of their respective Pre,

n
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au’aﬁn,teﬂsn In Bengal, howaver, the Associations took
aavantage of Mr Ghose’s presence in Lngland, and

telegraphed to him,.requesting him  to join the
deputation: e, accordingly, complied with the re-
quest of his countrymen, and for several months, de-
voled himself to the cause of India, ad his own’expense,
by addrassing numerous public meetings in different
parts of the United Kingdom. This was the first orga-
nized attempt on the part of the people of the different
Presidencies to rouse public atteniion in England,
through the agency of thel own representatives.
cAnd the experiment was eminently successful,

CHAPTER VII.

ANECDOTES,

THE LOKENATIIPORE CASE AND IIOW
HE TOOK 1T UL,

In 1876, @ man named Ramgati Biswas was said
toflhave been murdered in the Lokenathpore Indigo
facYory. The ollicials of the Nuddea District came
to he extraordinary conclusion, after making a sceret
coguiry into this matter, that the may had, maliciously,
and\in order to aceuse Lthe factory people of murder,
comumit{cd suicide, by drowning himselfin a tank close
to thie fachory, and the matter was hughed up, as s
somy times the case in this country, A demi~official ro-
por], was sent up Lo Sir Ashley Itden, the then Licutes
nandit-Governor of Bengal, who with some reluctance,
accegpred the report, and the local authorities directed
the ) prosccution of two men named Ram Gidti Kahar,
nndt’f Troyluckya NathBiswas who had deposed belore.
the l‘*Mugier;ltc, thitt Mr, Glascott, the Manager of the
factgDry had detained the maa shortly before his deatl.

he biographer took compassion upon these poor
mep and cequested his friends Babu Okhoy Kumar
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Mukherjee and Babu Sree Gopal Chaterjee ‘of 442
Krishnaghur bar, to defend these poor men in the lofer
Courts, without any fees, and so they did. But these
poor men were convicted and sentenced to two monthg’
rigorous imprisonment. The local pleaders and the
entire fhative population of the district, disapproved
of this unjust action of the local executive, and advised
the bidgrapher to secure the services of a Barrister-at-
Law to move the High Court in the matter, .Ile
then asked Kristo Das Pal's opinion, and it was
he who suggested that Mr. Ghose should be induced
to take up the case. The biographer was ot then
personally known to Mr. Ghese ; and so one day, he
went to see him as a stranger, Mr. Ghose who had
acquainted himself with the facts of this ugly dase
from newspaper reports, carefully read its recoilds,
saw that the whole proceedings were illegal and unjust
and agreed to take up the case. He preferred an Ep-
peal to My, Lawford, then Sessions Judge of Nuddea,
and the Magistrate of the district of Nwvddea, when
called upon to support the conviction, intimated throygh
the Government pleader that he had nothing to say in
support of it!| The poor men were released .fifom
jail, and blessed Mr. Ghose. The case created a
considerable, sepsation at the time, and not only} the
educated public of the district of Nuddea nat fally
felt an interest in it, but the outside public clysely
watched its proceedings as reported in the Sipfes-
man, the Indian Miryor, and the FHindoo Paly
at the time, An unknown Calcutta gentleman;k
bdlieve, was so deeply impressed by the noble exary
of self-sagrifice and - patrotism shewn by Mr, M
mohun Ghose, in  this celebrated criminal case, onli
half of a set of ignorant, poors., rustics of his Pwn
di,strfc:t,-that he requested the late Hon'ble KlStO
Dias~ Pal to send three Volumes of the ¢ Life
Writings of Joseph Mazzini” gs a present not ¢nly
to Mr, Ghose, but also to Babu Okhoy Kumar
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kérjee, a pleader of the Krishnaghar bar who defend-
ed the poor helpless people in the lower Courts, We
subjoin.below the letter of Babu'Kristo Das addressed
to Mr, Ghose on this subject,

' Cancurra, 20-3-81
My Duant Girosr,

An admiror, who wishes to remain nnlenown, has forwardod ta
me for your kind accaptanes theso throo volumes ag % humblo rocog-
nition on his part of your patriolic services in the Tokenathpore
cage. Tt aflords mo wmuch pleasypos in " boing made the medium of

communication on this vory agreenhlo subjoet,
Youry Sinceraly,
KRISTO DAS PAL,
T
MANOMOIIUN GIIOSIL Hso.

[HHOW MULUK CIIAND CITOWKITIAR WAS SAVED
FROM TIIER GALLOWE,

o Inoa similar manner, Muluk Chand Chowkiday who
Bad been sentenced to be hanged by the Sessions
Jindge of Nuddes, in 1882, on the charge of having
nyurdered his own little daughter Nekjan only nine
yhars old, was saved,  The man was undefended, and
wihis to forleit his life for an offence falsely attributed
tod him, The Police had tutored “his little daughter
G?qlulmmni, Nekjan's sister, Lo say that she had scen
heff father trampling down to death, her poor  sistor
Nigkjan, The mother bad also been  induced to
com'mbnrum the same story, and the Sessions  Judgre,
ke the unanimus verdict of the Jury, conyicted him,
Some junior pleaders of the court, viz: Babus
nsanna Kumar Mitter, Tara Podo Benerjee and
¢choy Kumar Mykerjee thought that the man was
not really guilty In the matter, as it was exjremely
imaprobable that he should have murdered, his sown
Lt Lllu child without any cause, Se, they requested Mr,
Gighose to take up tht case,  1le agreed to  do s0 on
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being satisfied in his own mind. that the man.-was ‘in.
nocent, Lhe High Court quashed the conviction and
ardered a new trial which was held at Alipur in the
24-Pergunahs, and poor Muluk Chand was then de~
~fended by Mr. Ghose for three days with the, result
. Jthat the prisoner was acquitted, Poor Muluk Chand
still comes twice a year to Mr. Ghose with some
presents and acknowledges his gratitude to him.

- s,

CHAPTER VIIL
ANOTHER PERSONAIL ANECDOTE.

It was in the year 1880,, Babu Shyama Charan
Sanyal of Santipur incurred the displeasure of the
late Babu Chandra Shekhur Bannerjee, the then De-
puty-Magistrate of Ranaghat for having attacked the
judicial proceedings of the said Deputy-Magistrate in
the columns of the Statesman, as its mofussil corres-
pondent, Thus provoked, the Deputy-Magistra}e
one day arrested him, all on a sudden, in the Rana-
ghat Railway Station, on the . B. R.,, ona trumpen}y
charge. The clever and shrewd correspondent Palyun-
Shyama Charan wrote a letter to Mr. William Riadh,
‘he then editor of the Statesman, who wrote to us lghe

‘owing letter j— K

THE STATESMAN AND FRIEND OF INDIA
3 CHOWRINGHEE ROAD ..
Calcutin, Yot March, 1880}

HJ
an Clwrn Sanyal of Santipur was arvested yesterday ab #4
» Railway Station, as you may have heard, He had ke
ar, and blank paper signed by himself, and asked me
My, Manomohun Ghose on his Bebalf. I have seen 1
b1:11; A8 we are ignorant of the facts, Mr~ (those can §
2 ~We do not even know on what chorge he has 1y
3d, whether on the old warrant, or for a new offence. Besid
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bufmﬂ Ih.l‘ (fhoso could mako any application on hiu behalf Lo tlm
ng,ll C!ﬂu.tt ha wmugt have nu aflidavit lo presond. T Mr. Ghoso
hpg full information a8 Lo tho arvest, and! an affidavit as to the gir-
uunmmuﬂna on which ho conld bays his applieation, he iy willing to
apply to the Iligh Couri, and doubtlosy, Lo ablo o got hitn roloased
on hail, and Lis caeo transforred, 1f you know any frionds uf
Shyama Charan’s, will you kindly toll thom all this, and 4hat My,
(thoge, though very willing, ean do nothing until proporly ingbrueted,

Youis vary truly,
(Bd) Winniam’ Riaom,

On receipt of this letter which was addressed to
us confidentially, we moved in the matter, and helped
Babu Shyama Charan to be released on bail, with
the help of Babu Gyanendra l.al Roy mua. 8L, then
a pleader of Krishnaghur, Mr, Ghose then made a
mation to the High Court on behalf of Babu Shyama
Cli\’uau who was honorably acquitted of all the
chhrges brought against him, and the Deputy-Magis-
trajte was censured and degraded,
 While we helped Shyanm Charan, we tncurred the
wrhth* of the Deputy-Magistrate who, through the
(vicl Magpistrate of Nuddea threatened us with the
wing letter (—
taCT FROM TIE RANAGHAT DEPUTY-MAGISTRATIS
LULTIER NO, 133,

Dated rsd A i, 1880,

“{ T havo the honor {o raquost  thal you will oall upon liam
Cloputl Sunyul to mako n sbetoment ax to whothor hoig op Imt Lho
wiitghbr ul the Lwo lottory Ttom Kailshnaghur  which np[mmr:d in Lho
Sttelsman newspapor of tho 15th Muioh, und the Lindyo Latriot of
the L%9nd Maveh,” |

+No, 722 J, @,
],}(itml' Nudden, tho 9Lh April, 1880‘
Lﬁm watided Lo BW{;LHI Uopal Sunyad for 10ply,
(Bd) W, V., Taynee,
Magintrato of Nudden,
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being satisfied in his own mind. that the man.was ‘in-
nocent, Lhe High Court quashed the conviction and
ordered a new trial which was held at Alipur in the
24-Pergunahs, and poor Muluk Chand was then de
fended by Mr. Ghose for three days with the, result
ithat the prisoner was acquitted. Poor Muluk Chand
‘still comes iwice a year to Mr, Ghose with some
bresents and acknowledges his gratitude to him.

CHAPTER VIIL
ANOTHER PERSONAL ANECDOTE,

It was in the year 1880,, Babu Shyama Charan
Sanyal of Santipur incurred the displeasure of the
late Babu Chandra Shekhur Bannerjee, the then De-
puty-Magistrate of Ranaghat for having attacked the
judicial proceedings of the said Deputy-Magistrate in
the columns of the S‘'atesman, as its mofussil corres-
pondent. Thus provoked, the Deputy-Magistraje
one day arrested him, all on a sudden, "in the Rana-
ghat Railway Station, on the E, B. R., ona trumpe]iz;
charge, The clever and shrewd correspondent Ba
Shyama Charan wrote a letter to Mr. William Ria¢h,
“the then editor of the Statesman, who wrote to us the
following letter ;e

3 CHOWRINGHEE ROAR 2n#

THE STATESMAN AND FRIEND QF INDIA %aies-
Calcutta, 10th March, 1880

DEAR s1R,

Shyema Churn Sanyal of Santipur was arrvested yesterday b
Ronaghat Railway Btation, as you may have heard, He l:.ﬂf*i:{;ﬁ
me a letter, and blank paper signed by himself, and asked o
amploy Mr. Manomohun Ghose on his hehalf, I have seen
Cthose, but as we are ignorant of the facts, My, Ghose
nothing, 'ﬂVf?e do not sven know on whab ﬂh&l‘ga ke -

arvasted, whether on the old warrans, or for a new offences
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bolota Iﬂ'.l ‘Cthoso  could malko any application on his_ behelf to the
I_figh Couit, he musl have an allidavit to prosent, U Mr. (thoso
s _’Eull informpiion 0y to tho arost, andd an alidnvit 09 to tho olr
cuinslincod on which he could huya his appliention, ho 13 willing to
apply to tho ligh Court, and doubtlosd, ho ablo to get him voloased,
on boil, and hiy cwe transforvod. 10 you know any frionds of,
dhyama Ohwan’s, will you kindly toll thom ull this, and -that M,
Ghogo, though very willing, enn do nothing antil proporly instruoted,

Yous vory tiuly,
(5d) WinLian® Risow,

On receipt of this letter which was addressed to

thmimnﬁdﬁ”tiﬂ”}’, we moved in the matter, and helped
°Mhy Shyama Charan to be released on bail, with

P & help of Babu Gyanendra Lal Roy m,A. 8.1, then
i“”hlcader of Krishnaghur, Mr. Ghose then made a
"H”'R}Liou to tha [ligh Coutt on behalf of Babu Shyama
aran who was honorably acquitted of all the
Wrges brought against him, and the Deputy-Magis-
te was ceusured and degracded, |
While we helped Shyama Charan, we incurred the
jltll' ol the Deputy-Magistrate who, through the
on Mijer Magistrate of Nuddea threatened us with the
wing letter —
MY DIRACT FROM TILE RANAGUAT DEPUTY-MAGISTRATE'S
M ' LI1LIR NO. 133,
or ooy Dialed x5t April, 1880,

Mr BT have the honor Lo rogquost that you will oall upon Iiam
you Ini HSouyal to mako o stetomont ag Lo whother Lo i or not the
Ratnag L1 of tho bwo lettars Diom Krishnaghur  whiol apponred i tho
You HHHFHTHL newspaper of tho 15th Maeh, and tho Hindoo Pairiol of

LM, f Ind Mareh,”
hu

(foyor « No, 722 J, (L,
41 L (h ~ Dated Nudden, the 9th Apdl, 1889‘.,1

ARy uf}"fqm warded to Badu Rom Copal Sunyal for aoply.
A Bdy W, V. QG Tavreg,

Magistratod of Nuddea,
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On receipt of this most discourteous lettey from
the Ranaghat Deputy-Magistrate, forwarded: through
the District Magisjrate of Krishnaghur, we com-
municated the news to Mr. Riach and DBabu Kristo
Das Pal. ' o

The late laméented Kristo Das, on receipt of our

wletter, addressed us as follows i—

CaLcurTa
14-4-1880,
My Desar Sig,

I have received your letter and have shown it to Mr. Ghc
He will wiite to you on the subject. . Pleage act upon his advica;:

_ f
Yours sincerely, @

KRISTO DAS PAL. |,

Mr. Riach favoured us with the following letterje
CALCUTTA, n

14th April, 1880;5"

My DEAR SIR,

Mr. Ghose says, you should decline, on prineipls, to answer
question, though he says, he can see nothing libellous in yout le
to the Statesman, '

Yours very truly,

§d) WILLIAM RI Y

Give no reply of any kind till you hear again from me,,o0 Karey

Mr, Ghose.

i
The final letter at last came. It runs as follows: *

Cancurea,

14th April, 1880
My Droar S, ,

"My, Ghose and I think that you should veply to Mr, W, v

Tayler os fgi}uwa e .« 0
¥, 87 Please make no statement ab prey;bvﬂrhally to any
at Krishnaghur about the letters, ’ |

(Sd) . RIACH
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*1‘{,} »d
OTHE MAGISPRATE OF NUDDEA,
! KRISTINAGITUR,
theded, aorl April, 1880,
Sin,

T havo tho lionor 1o aokunowledge tho receipt of your momo
No. 723, datod the J9th  instant, ’furwnwﬁug o mwo for veply
an o extbenel of n lotter frone the Doputy-Magisteate | of, Raungiety
in wihish ho roguosts you to endl upon mo to mako w statoment/
whother or not T am the writor of cortnin Yoftors referred to tlmruiq‘:
sidd i veply, I beg rospeetfully to%idd that as 1 am not swaro Y
mny taw which authorizus tho Dopu!y-Magiatate, oither direotlyAt)
through you to call upon me poponiptordy, in his officlal enpac of
to mako nuy such stadomont, | must dechine to answer tho quu.':hat

pul to mo, which I should  probably hava vory rondily angwore? 1Y
in the first fnalunee, | had been anhod unoflicially, and in &

LN 0T, FS P;}}r
1 hiwve Uhe honor Lo HOLU NC
S1n, id one

Your most Obediend, Sv‘heaﬁ ‘?5
.I{.:"u“ {.:Ul'ﬂhgtv thlg
Te. Ghosa Civoured ue with the followine € Stands
' 'we shall

on Lhe subjedt / ‘
4 THRATRE Ijaometlung
Caleatl, 2132 2liom a4 very

| | prly settled
I\]vL y Vil Eor your kind Totter 1 havo hov exet ylha town

v s:alms.l8 shoude linve wiition to you long ago | dinfted ¢} Bonnerjee

MYy il sin,

Mr. Ttfuch wrote n my diol dion, und sent you u copwas at first
you  Ihnve sond the veply an wliiseds "Phe Deputyin of Messrs,
Tty had st o ouds of Wis mind to go on in the yemé Cou of
You Intﬂ‘ﬂ* alrnady hewd Cho voml ol Babu Bhyan I{idderpur in
onsee §0he Judges wa woig, o dand the Deputy /. C, Bonney ee
{hwtli‘ﬁi&\wuh, atud thoy havardishoboved o wfleday T D1 the 29“_]_,3
Y Ltr{ b degrasdud, if :}9"{, disminnesd, Lo proeoy M\Bonnerjee

¥ ..,.
Yy uihjlll*ﬁ{h yun nu‘htrﬂ_t:iu:n o rome fo ny and w skt S'Sh{}lﬂ :}Ild
) dkopunchanun o

(or, hig mather i
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High Court, My, Tayler seems to givein to his Deputy in almolt

every thing, " You must decline to talk to any of the officials it

Krishnaghur about the ﬂllthﬂlﬂhlp of ‘any lelters which have ap-
pesred in the newspapers, '

,  Please.keep me mfurmed of all that you lesr in, connection

| with the Ranaghat Deputy and Mr, Tayler, I do not think I can
conte to-Kyishnaghur within a fortnight,

With best regards, helieve me,
Youws sincerely,
(8d) WMaxomonun GHOsE.

~One word more in this connexion, and we have
Hél&. The concluding port:on of our reply to the
?15trate of Nuddea viz, the sentence * whick [
Id wprobably have very wveadily answewved if, in the
ﬂzmmﬂce, [ had been asked unofficially, and wm a .
manzner ' was omitted from our leiter at the

stion of Babu Kristo Das Pal,
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TIIE'LIFE OF Mr, WOOMES CITUNDER BONNERJEE,

Darynkr-al-Law, Cavuila,

CHAPTER I.
IT1S BIRTH, PARENTAGE, AND EARLY EDUCATIAN.

The remarkable history of the life of this great
Brahmin jurist and lawyér, ~who now deservedly
stands foremost and first in the rank of the Indian
advocatcs now practising in the High Court of
CalcuttLa, is as suggestive and insiructive, as any that
is Lo be found in the pages of Luropean biography.
Mr. W. C. DBonnetjee was, like Lord Eldon, an
indifferent and capricious, rather than a studious boy
in his youth ; a greal scapegracc at school, for he
once ran away from home to Raneegunj, and one
of his favourite pursuits in life was to attend theatres
and (o take part in theatrical shows, How this
theatre-loving, indilferent schoolboy became the Stand
ing ..Counscl to the Government of India, we shall
dﬁsc*;libe hereafier,  We now proceed Lo say something
of hiy ancestors. Mr. Donnerjec comes from a very
respelctable  Koolin Brahmin family who carly scitled
al I3 1;3;&11{'1..1, some 16 miles to the west of the town
of HKlowrah., Ilis grandfather, Pitanibur Bonnerjee
cam p 1o Caleutia and settled there, Fle was at first
woi-master, and then became DBanian of Messts.
Collliet Bird & Co., atiorneys of the Supremé Court of
Calgartia, Mo had a comntry houseat Kidderpur in
the ssuburbs, where his prand-son Mr. W, C) Bonner ec
the fsceond son of hiseldest son was horn pnthe 29ith_
Peglember 1844 ;j)‘tl his mother's side, MisBouncrjee
is djescended fegm the renowned Sanskrit ssholar‘and
phitIj osopher, Pancs Juggonath Turkopunchanun of
Trifbeny in the District of Iloogly, for. his mother is
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a great great-grand-daughtér of that famous lcaty

sayvant of Z“Benga]. " gatb

Babu Pitambur Bqnnerjee had considerable prg, p-
at Khidderpore and withinthe Metropolisitself, - _ ,
~ these he lost afterwards not from his prodigality ] .. ="
his inordinate expenses in charily and religious L{.pert:
m Grees Chunder Bonnerjee,, the father ¢ blut ,j;
: gnnerjee, was an alumn: of the old Iiﬂut'ifor
College, and died in the year 1868 at the early g . ©
45. Hewas an Attorney of the Caleusta High G ar
and hag four sons of whameMr, W. C. Bonnerjee fy, -
second, and Satya IDhone Bonnerjee, who is a Mas ( L}
Artsin Sanskrit ofthe Calcutta University, the yc}un’}%? ff
the other two having died while young., Mr. W, L}:I ‘
Bonnerjee was first sefat to a patshalla at' Siml Sﬂ 1:;
Calcutta ; and having learnt his mother-tongue ther E‘fi
was sent for English education to the branch sc “ﬁé"
attached to the Oriental Seminary, the alma mate '

there under Babu Mohesh Chunder Bonnerjee andj’ |
Carnduff. In 1861 he was in the first class of ’Bf?.o’
school, but did not appear even at the Matriculg CS'IJG?
Examination, 1(\:;1(

The boy, as we have already said, used te woif thal
fits and starts while at school, and never shewedy® t‘m
predisposition to win his spurs in the Universif* o
Calcutta, Capricious as he was, he did not make)

considerable advancement in his scholastic eag 11{ E‘;Y
though, it,is on record, that he used to get somety | atly
double prdmotions for his high proficiency. gﬂ‘;&

In hinwre see an example of a boy whose scl

'"'El‘ay careepAlid not at all indicate that the indiffe ot
thetre-boving and run-away studenyould once a NES
apply himself to the study of law, Iigg.ymafe, science, ol

politics, and take his stand amohg the greatest
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of his ttme. In July, 1861, the hoy fled to Ranigunj (or
spme family quarrel, and had to be taken bgck by his
father after a good deal of persuasion.

. My, W.,C. Boanerjee had a good charming face
in his Y{)lllh andd a “good face was a good recoms
mendation in his case.,”  Ile was liked muach, by the
late Babu Kally Prasana Singhee and Maharajaly Sie

Jotendra Mohun Tagorcat whose houses he-ploycd

the part of both male and female actresses s in their ama-
tenr theatrical partics.  The father, finding that it was
hopeless for his boy 1o make wany further progress in
1]14;, school, made him adopt his own profession, In No-
vember 1861, Mr. W. C, Bonnerjee was articled to Mr,
W. L\ lJowning, Attorney of the Supreme Couri of
Calcutta, In May 1802, he scvered his connection
with this gentleman and joined Me. W, F, Gillanders
as his clerk, In this arenn ol his new life, he saw the
mistakes he had committed 1n his carly life, and strove
hard to make ample reparation for them, e studied
hard and laid the foundation of his vast legal acquires
moents which bid fair 1o sccure for him the highest
prizes of his prolession,

It is not penerally known that the Beugales
llLW paper, which s now  edited by Babu Sureadra
:LlH Bounerjee was established about the month of
Mai), 1862, Me, Bonnerjee helped the late Babu
ih Chunder Ghose, its first editor, in various Wilys
in the eqablishment and  management of the paper,
and dftt?l wards procured from his friend, the latc
Babiu Kali Prasanna Singh, o press, typus and
othdr-materials for the purposes of the paper, A
[ 1864 n splendid opportunity preseyted itsell
and] made Bonnerjee what he now is. -

Flhowe 1y i e tp.tlw uTiLua ol man, b
“Whichy when tileen t the flood, leads on Lo fo U.\IEI{‘." .

The tide' nw‘*hu atfairs of Mr, W, C, Bonnetjeo

aneneet ﬁn?:\-\LQ'l;:. memorable year; and Re poy
sed all the necessdry qualitie to rse dong with it

-

¢On
5 1M+

st
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CHAPTER IL

HIS CAREER AS A BARRISTER-AT-LAW,

It was in the year 1864, Mr. Rustomjee Jamsetjee
Jeejeebhai of Bombaywmade over 3 lacs of rupees
to the Supreme Government for the purpose of es-
tablishing five scholarships, to be competed for by
Indian youths to study law in England. Out of
these five scholarships, three were to be given to
Bombay, and one respectively to Bengal and Madras.
The Supreme Government, in order to select a candi-
date from Bengal, appointed a representative com-
mittee having Mr. (afterwards Sir) George Campbell,
oneof the Judges, of the Calcutta High Courtas its
President, and Sir Henry Sumner Maine; Mr. {Johnt
Rose, Babu Prusuna Kumar Tagore, Nawab Amir Ali
Khan Bahadoor, and Mr. G. S. Fagan, the then*Ghief
judge of the Calcutta S, C. Court as some of] the
Membpers, and Mr, W, L. Heeley asits Secre
There were some twelve candidates for this schilar-
ship among whom Mr, W, C. Bonnerjee, the {late
Henry Raymond Fink and Babu Umbika Chyrn Bfose,
now a pleader of the Calcutta High Court, were prmi-
nent men. A wiva voce examination having been Reld,
Mr, W. C. Bonnerjee was considered to be the Pest
eligible capdidate, With this scholarship, he lef for
England on the 16th October 1864 to enter the Par-
He studied hard at the Middle Tgmple, and read u der
~such eminght jurists and distingyished legal prgcti-
tioners gs, the late Mr, J. Henry Da¥ then one of|the
conhveyancing Counsel to the Cour
(now Sir) Edward JYry, one

the Lord Justgces
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of the High Court, and with the help of his fathet’s
ffiends, and by dint of patience, perseverance, and
industry he made a rapid progress in his profession in
a comparatively short time, Among the Judges of the
High Court, the late lamented Mr. Justice Norman and
Mr. Justice Arthur Macpherson used to treat him with
every sort of consideration and helped him materially.
and so did Mr, J. Pitt Kennedy and several 6therdis-
tinguished English advocates of the Court. Before
his enrclment he had to appear, in 1868 we believe,
before Mr, W, F. Macdoneﬁ, V.c., then Sessions Judge
of Nuddea (Krishnaghur), in a criminal case in which
he ably defended a poor rustic woman on a charge
of perjury brought against.her by.a.CivilianM e
{vide~pmr—History of Criminal Gases” published in
888,15, 39). Mr. %onnerjee happened to be at Krish-
naghur to enjoy a holiday at the family dwelling house
of Mir. Manomohun Ghose. The case, which was to
llaw’fj been entrusted to Mr. Ghose, could not be taken
up Hg‘f him because of his friendship with the prosecutor,
and /so Mr, Bonnerji was engaged to defend the
poorf Jhelpless woman, She was acquitted of the
charfve brought against her, and Mr, Macdonell com-
plirp E’i\\'{ted Mr. Bonnerjee, in the highest terms of
prat a[ﬁ{’ for the ability with which- he defendel her,
The case created a considerable sensation at the
timg, and the success achieved in that cause celedre
ettbfinced his reputation not a little.
3ut it should be stated here that Mr, Bonnerjee
Malle, his dedut in his noble profession more as a civil
thal) 3 criminal lawyer, and maintains his grourd in
k.eezﬂcompetition with some of the ablest Epglish Bar-
“18% s of the High Court. It is giving no little credit
0 b as a professfonal man to say that} up to date.
no ‘Eher nativ:/qﬁ#l ndia has achieved such a~marvellous
SUCkss in thesDar as he has done. It is impossible
for oy ) ,
i.[_us, however, thin the short compass of this
bri sketch‘,_‘ to delincate, step 1"3' . step; the gradual
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development of his forensic’talents, sagacity and
foresight, S0 conspicuous in his remarkable carcer,
Suffice it to say, that his name will go down to pos.
terity for having defended, with great ability, and at
considerable sacrifice of time and money, such,popular
{man as Babu Surrendra Nath Bomerjee during the

tempt case in 1883, and that old, honest and true
friendof “India——we mean Mr. Robert Knight, the
veteran editor of the Stafesman and Friend of India,
in the famous Burdwan libgl case in 1887,

He*won his spurs by perseverance, knowledge, and
ability, diligently cultivated, till at last he rose steadily
upwards to one of the highest-offices that the Govern-
ment of India has to bestow—that of Stangding
Counsel, In this high post, he officiated on fous dif.
erent occasions, viz.,, (1) from the 2g9th March 1881
to 21st November 1882, (2) from 26th March 1882
to 215t December 1884, (3) from z2oth September
1564 to 215t November 1886, (4) from 16th March
to gth November 1884, '

In 1878, Sir Ashley Eden, then Lieuteiant-
Governor of Bengal, thought of appointing. }Mr.
Bonnerjee a Member of the Bengal Council, tand
privately requested the late Hon'ble Kristo Das {Pal
to sound him on the subject, but Me. Bonnerjee gres-
pectfully declined the offer. Naturally of a shy i
modest disposition, and not much given to fuss {and
noise, he refused (o take his seat on the Dengal C Hun-
cil. In the same way, when the post of a pl:ﬁ-ﬁnt’:
ge of the High Court fell temporarily vacanit in

Judg
18681 and 13882, and when a permanent vacancyi 0c-

curred in 1884, Sir Richard Garth, then chief Jusﬁi—i‘ﬂe
of the Calcutta High Court, did his best to induce
t&: accept tl)jﬂ post, but he declinedy, And the reasop is
notdar.tg Seek. It is said of Lord ™ansfield that{ he
knew mo interval between no businesg sl 3000l ay
and the same remark helds goodin<fie case of this Br

min jurist whose gnpual income is over alac a yepr.
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He is'néw in the zenith of his profession, highly
respected by all classes of people, both European
and Native, '

. CHAPTER IIIL

HIS POLITICAL CAREER,

"We have already said in a previous chapter, that
My, Bonnerjee had evinced .a strong desire to take
part in the politics of his country, long before he went
to England, It was he, who with Babu Bacharam’
Chatterjee helped the laté Babu Greash Chunder Ghose
to start the Bengalee newspaper. While, in England,
he took an active part in establishing the ‘“London
Indian Society,” having Mr. Dadabhoi Naoroji as its
President. Mr. Bonnerjee was the Secretlary. of this

- sociefy for some time ; and its inaugural meeting was
held .at the residence of Babu Gyanendra Mohun
Tagore in England, in 1865, This society was after-
wardsh amalgamated with the * East Indian Asso-
ciati

IHfappears from the Journal of the “East Indian

Assofifvation” (No. 1. for the quarter ending August
1867 ¢ that Mr. Bonnerjee delivered along and an

admil'yrable speech on *‘representative and responsible
Govaiement of India,” at a meeting held on the 25th
July 1867, the late Sir Herbert Edwards, K.C.B,.
C.5.1%, being in the chair, (vide page 158, Journal

E. 1§ -A.)) In this able and well-reasoned spegch
B_{Il'- L& onnerjee shewed that a representalive form of
Govefrnment was necessary alike for the permanency
of thit British rule in India, as well as for the welfare
of his'country, The'space at our disposal being t30
shorlly we remhin <ontent with the following eextract

. ye
{rom ﬁ}lﬂl&t me1'1*11013‘&.131%h speech :
“r ﬁ . " " 4 | " ]
Lishere is no time {o'tiscuss the Qarticular way inw hich
A




42 LIFE OF MR, WOOMESH-CHUNDER RBONNERFEE,

India should have representation and its details. Many 311;;;5-
gostions have been made. on the subject, requiring déep consi-
deration. My opinion is.that there ought to be g reprosentar
tive Assembly, and a sonate sitting im India, with a power of
veto to the GrovernorGeneral, but under the same restriction
&3 exists in America, with perhaps an absolute power of veto

o the"Crodn.” (See page 176, Journal E. 1. A.)
‘Then again he says i—

“T'o aanderstand the pecple, You must go to them divect, You
will then find that they possess a remarkable degree of intelli-
gence, ‘They are equal to any task, but the task must not be
imposed on them with a high hand. They must be properly
treated, If they are trusted in any way, however slight, their
gratitude knows no bounds, and a sense of responsibilit
works upon them that they are sure to execute any commgt

entrusted to them with great care and skill. This sgP€r

responsibilty on their part, it is, which will ensurc repr FCh
tive Government a thorough success in the country. I : e
mean to deny thab their education is very defectivyy,.
faot they might be said to possess no education at all, {nd
measuye education by a European standard. But compapPsl
their richer countrymen, who are, there can be no doubt fes-
ever, thoroughly capable of apprecinting ropresentative Gic nd
mont, they are not s whit less oducated than the" and
houscholders compared to the educated classes in ;:111;
eountry, The common people of Tndia may net ba_ﬂi i
understand Sanserit, or explain the bearings of the Sujpac.
philosophy, but in common walks of life they dre as sltice
and careful ps possible. They ‘are neither extravagafim
intemporate ; they are neither migra?i?ory not dissipated.|! IS
are asa‘rale family men, labouring haiy to mainfain he
selves in comfort, if not in affluenge. These qualitie Al

1h-

ruat_ba the 1'&5111_15‘0{ a}’vary extensive education, but thi .

oy
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féash show' the d"‘ the men wito possess them, though even unsble
to read and wis'g, are honest men—men who hiive practical
cpmmon sense, whe understand what is best for their own
intéreabg, not selfishly but with due consideration for all about
them, botl high and low, and therafore, who may be supposed
to understand the interests of their country, If any body could
be trusted with the franchise, surely these would bi~the men.
If these consderations are not gufficient-—I mean 1f they do not
prave that the peoplo of India are nob ignorant, Iam not afraid
to take my stand on their ignorante, and argue in the words
of the greatest jurist of modern times in England-—I mean the
Iate Mr. Zabez Austin, He asks :—In a political community,
not duly instructed, is not popular Government, with all its
awkward complexness legs inconvenient than monarchy ? And,
sydoas the Government be popular, can a political community

Frigh-

. socie tmily instructed, emerge from darkness to light ? From the
held "

~ach of political science which is the principal canse of
Tagggg‘:, to the knowledge of political science which were the
wardsejourity agaiust it 27 I see no reason whatever why the.
ciati of Tndia are not capable of understanding and exercising

Hyhed sns which naturally inhere in subjects possessing a

Asgson iy

; 8675' LJr ﬁ"ﬂﬁve Governnent,”  (vide p, 176, Journal I, L, A.)

admi {would thus appear that Mr. Bonnerjee's zeal
Govddydent desire for the reform of the existing bus-
deratic form of Government of India had develop-
i his mind while he was a student in England,
Jhefore he took an active and leading part in
recent Congress movement, -

HIS VISIT TO ENGLAND 1IN 1888, ,
YND HOW THE INDIAN AGENCY WAS ESTABLISHEDY «

Yin the middie of the year 1888, Mr. Bennefjee:
arliy to England, chiefly with a view to recruit his
fh in its bracing climate. yIle was then suffer-
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ing from a partial attack of diabetes, a : his state of
health wab such as tequired immediate#iclicf and res-
pite. But man proposes, God disposes.  As soon ag
he landed in England, afier taking a little rest, his
patriotism and ardent love to serve his mother coun-
try spurred him on to further work in the field of
politics,.., _ .

He éaw* Messrs. Digby and Dadabhat Naoroji,
and with their help started the London Agency and
took upon himself the _responsibility of raising funds
in India for its support. During his short stay, ex-
tending over a period of not more than 8 months, he
went to different centres of* intelligence and public
opinion in England, attended meetings called by
important political bodies, and delivered numerous
speeches,

At a meeting held at the Town Hall, Nortk
ton, in which Mr. Bradlaugh, . », and Dadge™
Naotoji made remarkable speeches, Mr, Bong
delivered the following eloquent speech (Vide §
Mirror, 13th September, 1888) 1—-

Mr, Bonnerjee, who was cordially welcomed, sniﬁ
Mayor, ladies and gentlemen,—Yon have come here
10 hear Indian grievnces disoussed before you, and
not, therefore, follow my friend, Mr. Nowroji, in stating £
the great benefits which most undonbtedly you havye cdn
apon my country. My task is to lay bofore you the gl‘:iﬂil )
of that country in order that you may consider them, an
for yourselves whether thore are no means by which o1 -
them, . >

{T

—

, NOW THE FIRST GRIEVANCE
“bhat we labor under ig that there is no responsible a8
ment for~lndia at all, (“Hear, hear” frem Mr, Bradl
The Government of India is in the hands of ono ¢
Majesty’s principal Scerglaries of State, called the Sea
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ﬂ_}" State' for India, who is assisted by a comeil, but would you
belicve it, that this gentleman, the Secretary of State and his.
Couneil are spmetimes ignorant of things which private mems-
bers of yvuliament are in full possession of 2 (Cries of “Shame ”
and laughiter), The other day I had she great® privilege
of listening to your tespected representative in the JHouse of
Commons—(loud cheers)—and in the coursc of his speech he
wag'able to tell the Under-Secrctary of State that he knew a
good deal more of whabt was goirg on in connection with tho
Irrawaddy Tlotilla Company than the Secretary and his advi-
sors did in this country. (Cheers,) When any question is asked
in the House of Commons of the Under-Secretary the answar
invariably is—‘The Secretary of State has no official knowledge
of the matter” (laughter)—and unless the hon, member putting
malllc question is persistent, and after a shorb time again puts
oy 2ption, it seems to me that the Secretary of Siate never
Reld % icial knowledge of anything under the sun in India,
T '1g01*1 «&r and cheers,) Theu tha Sametmy of State is enbirely

k) uly' ;} bﬂ:?:::m the information which from other sources you
C.S. fting daily. (Cheors) I don’ for onc moment mean to
%\:;I.l I}J* ‘uh the condition of India is like the condition of Ireland.
(Jové fegoodness, wo are ever so much better off, there than
of th joplo in Treland (hear, hear), but I bnng memd the
of hrsfﬂ TIreland for the pripose of showing you thab
shor t? »  OTFICIAL INFORMATION o
from | in every instance trus information, (Choes.) 'In
nr_‘]‘{f}i he supreme rule is*in the hands of the Viceroy and his
y Mil,  They, act from the informa¥on which they rogeive
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from the District officials. Howdver clever, howevby able,
however well-meaning, however inclined to do justice the
Viceroy may be, he is more or less in the hands of those who
have to administer the country in the Districts, in tho places
where the people congregnte, where the people lead ‘their daily
lives, and it is the officials who are entrusbed with tho chargo
of these “Districts who have the weal or woe of tho country
in their hands, and when you appeal againsl any action of
theirs to the Viceroy, you do ngb geti any reply for months and
and months, and as a magter of fact, the only reply vouchsafad
is that the Viceroy sees no reason to interfere, (Cries of
“shame.”) To a certain extent this state of things must be so,
but it need not be go in the hard and fast way in which it is
being caxried out, and if we had some veice in the government
of our conntry, there isno doubt we should be able g nie
questions of administrative details to the officers resyj™
in the Council for the Government, and we should be %
stir the members of the Government up to do, what I
doubt they conscientiously try to do—~namely, good to ?=
ple of India. (Cheers) Now, I will give you two i
to show how the present system of Government has, 'de
: INSTEAD OF ADVANCING THE COUNIRY, . &

done very much to retdrd ib to a certain timoe. The 1%
tiva Councils, as my friend Mr. Nowroji, has tol- ¥9no
lawg—~the local Councils for the provinees represent: i
the Supreme Council for the whole of India. Novwsnc
Councils, particularly the Viceroy’s Council, seem tio bef 1n
of hothouse for English gentlemen going oub there jﬂc"
out their own views. They try their theories in this m.) .
-and absolutely fail, but somehow they manage to get 2

1 1S
the Infilmn Council in Caleutta, and thé things that havl y .
soouted in this conntry are cawried oub thers, nd,
standing the opposition and clameur and protost
people, (“Shzimﬂ,.:) From 1861 to 1872 wg had infff:




TTI8 VISIT TO ENGLAND IN 1888, 4y

ﬂ'Cmnmal'Pl opedure Code” which had been drafted by no less
an suthority than the 111ust11uus Thomas Babingon Macaulay.
15 had been logked over vary carefully by no less an authority
than Sir Barnes Peacocl, whose name you may have heard as
being the Chief Justice in Bengal for many, years, and as now
being one of the members of Her Majesty’s Privy Council,
Several other persons well acquainted with the law  had
perfeatéd this code. Under this code we were allowed trial
by Jury in such Districts wherg the Local Government con-
sidered we wore fit fo have trial by Jury, (Cheers.) I may
mention there is no single District where trial by Jury may
not be safely introduced at the present time (chaers,) but thab
i, by the way, The verdicts of Juries were final,
THE PRISONER HAD THE RIGHT

*mymg his ease, if convicted, to higher courts if there were
#ngt?hrltﬂ of law to be urged on his behalf. That remained
held M ::-'.nd worked very well indeed to a very considerable
1In the year 1870, to our very greab misforiune, Sir
Wtziames Stephen was appointed law membar of the
1- Slouncil, He wontout to India and the first thing
2 &in hand was called “The amendment of the Criminal
ipre Code,” That Amendment congisted in thy. that ho
the finality from the verdiet of the Juries ; he
bl vower which no Judge in India had cever possessed
]uly; : >t oithancing sentonces on appeal; and he made the

C.S. 1

o ifal Procedure Code almost Draconian in its severity.
M 531*1&5 of “shame.”) You have, I have, no doubt, heard
G G;,e}ﬂ people of India are as law-abiding as any people of
of thi;d;h-—-(chaels)-—-ﬂud yeb in a country like that the
of highal Procedure Codg-has been made the severest of any:
shori.} mﬂhsac'i world, ("Shama and sﬂnsatluu) I will tell
{rom ‘I‘* ab ]mppened under this law. This is an 1nstnme, you

‘“:1 | f(ll it extreme instonce, but it took pluce, and there an

which tgke place every day, tohe ﬁleﬂt c:ppraasi&n of
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the people of tho country, who protest, but no body tisiens’to
their protest, (“Shame.”) A man was tried in one'of the Dis-
tricts in Bengal for murder., Tho trial took placo, not bofore
a Jury, but betore +what are onllod Assossord—two Assossors,
and a Judge. The Judge, concurring with tho two Assessors,
found the man
NOT ¢UILTY 0 MURDER,

but found him guilty of manslaughter, and senbtonced him to
hard labor for five years, 1o apponled against his convie-
tion—ho had the right of appeal, the trinl having boan hold
with the aid of Assessors and not with the aid of a jury., Tho
case camo heforo tho High Court of Caleutte. e was & poor
man and could not be properly represented, The Judges upset
the conviction as regards manslanghtor, found this man guilty
of murder, sentenced him {0 be hangod, and nolwithstanding
petitions for merey fiom nearly the whole country that x
hanged, (Great sensation, and loud eries of “shamo.”

ment, 50 that he was kept in rigoious imprisonment ¥
months, and at the end of that he was hanged. ( ““ Shear,
Now this ereated such a shock in the minds of the peoply
ib is 1mpossible to degeribe the sensation in tho countr
time, RBiverybody wept aloud almost, but there is nmfs'
take any hotice of that, Our Distriet Ofcers tliuug_gnd
the prestige of the High Court would be lost if the GTO?G;Q-" )
interfered and allowed that man to live, The High Cogne
the power and could have sentenced him to transportgdi; in
life 5 but ni:.—-the man was SENTENCED To BE MANGROC-
hanged he was accordingly, (“Shame, shame,”) There ardice
ingtances whee a man has been fined; after Sir James it
Stephen’s law he has appealed, and the vsult has been t11 15
Judges.instead of affirming the fine, have sent him to h he
bor for many months, (“Shame.”) Naw I saw the scenesl
¢d in this counlry when ib was reported, and truly reporte

ar,
-
A1
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some County Courl Judgesin Ireland had enhanced the senton-
cés on appeal, There was a tremendous outburst (cheersy, and tho
result was that even Mr, Balfour was obliged to send instrue-
tions to his County Court Judges not fo cnhanco sentences on
appeal. {(Cheers.) But a thing like this goes on in India almost
every day. The people cry aloud against it, but there is no body
tc pay heed lo their ory. (“Shame.”} The way in wiich legis-
lation is eonducted in India is such that if I gave you instances
you would cry “ Shame, ” Thgs very Sir James Fitzjamed
Stephen passed what is called the Ji¥idence Act for India, I
18 the substance of Pitt Taylor’s book boiled down considerably.
Well, one clause he has introduced is that at a criminal trial
the pravious convietion of any prisoncr may be given in evi-
dence at any stage. Thab is to say in the year of grace 1888
o man is charged with picking anothex person’s pocket.
*ehﬂﬁir“ YOU MAY GIVE EVIDENCE AGAINST HIM
:ﬁi 1 i 1830 ho was guilty of bigamy. (Taughter) And what
*ago s think is the reason given for this ? Sir James Fitzjames
11l . “8ays in his report to the Legislative Council: “It is
iati(g 14t ovitfence of this description may prejudice the prisor
I 3y ansswor is that if the prisoner i3 guilly”~—mark the
LSSD%!; -:J‘ '1f the prisoner iy guilty I do not see why he shodlt
86?{; iirejudiued, tho object of giving evidlence against a man
G b show whether ho is guilty or not.”” And laws of this
ion, have heen passed, people have protested, but there
ed paid Lo these protests, Representative institulions
3, Tdgher things which go to make up a civilised country ounly
Viv, [ ¢ the happiness and woll-being of the people. If without
P us representative institutions, you can disgever some-
By which the poople will be able to lead & happy and
ted life, have al} théir aspirations, humanly speaking,
nd, L &m“’i;erfeutly crl;:tain that my countrymgn: would
at the idea, but alf present, no one has been uble to

Tom’
r anybhing hetter than such institutions as ave possessed

Hl"_l’{'*f
4
f
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more @ less by other countiies in the eivilised world, - Bul i,
is
' NOT EVEN REPRESENTATIVE} INSTITUTIONS |
in the form that exist in this couniry that we want. We
sny, whether you admit it or nof, you are depondont
for the good Government of our counlsy upon tho advice
you wmusy necessarily seok from the people thomsolves.
(Cheers.) Officials in India do not admit i, but they do scek it
If they have a difficult quesbiﬂn‘tu deal with ; they call togothor
bhis man and that man, anfl thoy call together a third man,
being Natives of the country, with whom they discuss ihe
matter. Thesc persons, as has bech pointed oul o you, are nob
vesponsible to any body, and they may give such answers as
may chime in with the views known to be held by ihe Districl
Officor ; and instead of getting good advice from regponsible
persons, the District Officer genorally gets advice thaly leads
him to take agtion not in nccordance with the will of ¢ i{ﬁcuun-
try, The subject of India, ike the country itsclf i8”'s wvery
vash ono, and I am afraid, if I were to detain you fijom now
till the morning, I should nol be able to coxhaust it, ({Choers,
and & voice, “Goon) You will have, I am glad to gy, the
§pportunity of hearing my friend, My, BJL*:an,rfllr.:;agl};r (loud
cheers), and he will make that clear 10 you which T lg‘ububly
have been unable to do.

For Goon or For HviL, -
India has become bound up with you, (Cheors,) Yﬂii{\{ Cunnob
having carvied her so far, turn her adrify, and of her ¢ i will
India will never ask to be allowed to go adrift. (Loud ch Jl‘iﬂg-)
It is necessary for the peace of both cnuutriaam—thlj, | pront
country as well as her great dependency—that some gigobhod
should be devised by which the pecple™ill be more cojd onled,

¢
the peopls avill get more to 1t (chedis), the pe:}%ba wi]f?l |
to discharge the duties of citizenshap., (Cheers,) ’Y:I:,J

supelior nation, you are governing the country, und i{
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you, one gnd all, to take pride in measures which will he a
blessing not™pnly to India, but te this country., (Bénewed

choering.)

THE “NATIONAL CONGRESS” AND MR. BONNERJEE.

This great National movement, which is’ but the
most visible and remarkable embodiment of the com.
bined actions and energies of the educated Indians to
ameliorate their political, §ocial and religious condi-
tion,has found in Mr, Bonnerjee, an active, sympathiz-
ing friend and earnest worker. In its very incipient
stage, when the people of Bombay held its inangural
meeting in December 1885, Mr, Bonnerjee was_afre-
of the few Bengali gentlemen who, at considerable ex-
pense, and loss of time, went there to take part in the de«
liberations of that self-constituted Parliamentary body,
The people of Bombay, be it recorded to their credil,
honoured Mr. Bonnerjee by electing him to be the
President of the first National Congress ; and it is
needleﬁ’% for us to say that in this honoring Mr. Bon-
nerjquffghey did not only honor to themselves, but
paid ELLU;EI'Y high tribute of honor to the great Benggi_ﬁ;
race nil'which, he is one of its best and greatest men.”

M. g5 Bonnetjee, though not a platform orator—for
' platfo};fm .oratory is never in his line,~—delivered a
very fsensible, and sweet but compatt speech marked
withr jflashes of eloquence and sobriety of thought
quite8worthy of his high position in society, We
need ot unnecessarily fill up the short space at our
dispofsal by quoting it here in extenso as, we believe,
most} of our readers must have read it in th¢ Congress
Repepre of 9885, Besides, Mr. Bonneriee lent his
housd}: in Pajc Stufet {Calcutta, for the use .of the
delegitates tfi):f-tt assembled in the Metropolis,- i the-fol-
lowin'lo year, And wf's do not think it a breach™of ¢on-

fidenffce 10 state for the sake of truth that, besides all
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these extraneous help in furtherance of this great
National movement, he has always, and weghould say
very gladly, supplied the “sinews of war’ for it:,.
Those who know, under what tremendous' difficulties
these political and social agitations are carried* on in
this bacltward country, canuol but appreciate in their
true light, the secret and unostentativus gifts mace by
men like” My, Bonnerjee and others, in furtherance
of these National movements,

HIS FAMILY LITE

Mr. Bonnerjee married the daughter of DBabu
Nilmony Mutylal of Bow Bazar in 1859, at the
early age of 15. By this wife he has four sons of
whom the eldest Komul Kristo was born on the gth
March, 1870. Mr, Bonnerjee as befits his high
position, could have easily trained his son for the
Indian Civil Service, but as he is strongly of opinion
that none but a man of great intellectual and shoral
powers should ke allowed to enter the Civil Service,
he did notlike that his son should come out as )il Civil
Servant with vast irresponsible powers that are puettly
often much misused in this country, Such beinjg his

" ~€onvictions on this point, his eldest son is now |being
trained up as a “Barrister, As regards his slecond
son, he intends la train him up in the medicall pro-
fession. .o

My, Bonnerjee, as we have already said,} Wwas

married in early youth, He seems to be of opilhion,
in regard -to the question of early marriage, thhat it
1s injurious and pernicious to the extreme ; andd that
the leaders-of society and the educated people oughht to
exert themecelves, as they Rave been dging, toll era-
dicate the system from our soch:ty™ Heéucme his

L

(

hl:-:ﬂ-—-—-—-'"—"‘-'-h'"

wife imgwediately after his r&utn from™ Engjland.
Mrs, Bonnerjee is gn accompli}hed lady, possefpsing
all the virlues and good qualities ' ynan,
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HIS RELIGION, AND IDEAS ABOUT MEN, AND -~
MANNERS, )

. Mr. Bonnetjee believes that all established religions
are good in their own way, and that it is the height
of folly for a man born in one religion to change it for
another. Once he had an inclination to become a
christian, but after a good deal of study of theological
books, he changed his mind. Charity, He says,
should be the highest guiding principle of every man ;
and the best religious man is he who serves his
country well. Heis much opposed to the Hindoo joint-
family system which, in his opinion, is the parent of
all litigations in the cbuntry. As regards female
education, he is strongly of opinion that no female
should be given in marriage before she is thoroughly
well educated. He intends his daughters to be trained

as lady doctors.

HI§ CHARACTER,
I

Thiglhighest and noblest feature of hls character is
that ..H&,gu delights in doing good to others without
makind,o" ny fuss about it. IHeacts according to the-
sacrecwgispel truth that “let not thy left hand kaow, -
what 15 y right hand does.” HHe is affable, courteous,
and kit%ﬁd to all, The greatest service he rendered to
the catlise, of the freedom of the Press in this country
is well gillustrated by his noble defence of Mr, Robert
Knighft the veteran editor of the Statesman and the
Friengy® of Indin in the well-known defamation case of .
Mr. Hftugh Miller vs: Robert Knight, Ifthere is any man
amongly the Anglo-Indian editors in India S’ujuo has, by
his feqfirless apd able adVvocacy of the cause of India,
won l he gﬁgﬁtuda’ﬁf {Ehe Indians, itis Mr. Robert
Knight ’I“{;\put dowfs and ruin this old -fiend” of
India,§ a hase machifjation hatched up a conépiracy

againgft him, and gentle Reader ! who it was that came
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to the rescue of Mr. Robert, the Lion-hearted friend of
India “eom ruin and disgrace ? His ruig’ and dis-
“grace meant the disgrace of all India ; and it wasat this
critical time, this great Brahmin Jurist, with the trua
spirit of a Brahmin’s self-sacrifice, defended the man.
Then again turn to the case of Babu Surendra Nath
Bonnerjee in 1883, Within 24 hours short notice, he
had to-appear with his counsel to answer to the
charge of having libelled one of her Majesty’s Judges,
There was no time to lose, With hot haste the affi-
davit was drawn up, and the Brahmin advocate, with
an insight into the gravity of the situation, implored
for mercy for the Brahmin Editor and Patriot of the
day. Gentle Reader! What services could be more
valuable, splendid, enduring, and ennobling in their

moral effects than these.

MR. BONNERJEE'S LITERARY TASTE,

My, Bonnerjee assures us that he has read Sﬁ‘ikes-
peare and Milton several Limes, and among} other
English Poets, the works of Wordsworth and [Shelly
are among his favourite books of study. The old
~Aramatists of England and their immortal worl j have

as much fascinati®n for him as any other writillzs of
other equally celebrated authors of Greai Britain.
He is a voracious reader of the writings of Charles
Lamb whose “ Essays of Elia,” he has a gréat] fond-
ness for, Among the works of the Bengali novilists,
- Mr. Bonnerjee says, he feels a peculiar pleasyjre In
reading the “Durgesh Nandini” of the imgportal
Bunkim ;Chunder Chatterjee, Babu Shun:lhoo
)

Chunder Mukherjee tells us that Mr. Bonnerjeeireads
his newspaper, the Heis and ﬁﬂseé sof well-finown

fordts. lyrilliancy and picquangy of its ‘iting‘j‘S, for

seven days in the week, at his Nisure moments,
'}
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LIFL OF HURISH CHANDRA MUKHERJEE=
OF THE HINDOO PATRIOT.

CHAPTER 1.

HIS BIRTH AND PARENTAGE.

More than 28 years have elapsed since the death
of this Indian patriot; but within this long interval,
no one has yet attempted to,write a regular history of
his life. It was in 1863, Mr, Framji Bomanji a Parsee
gentleman of the Elphinstone College, Bombay, wrote
a book entitled the “ Lights and shades of the East,
or a study of the Life of Babu Hurish Chandra
Mukherjee, and passing thoughts on India, and its
people, their present and future” published from the
Alliance Press of that city, The book was dedicated
to the late Sir Henry Edward Bartle Frere k. c¢. B,, the
then Governor of Bombay, The book we have care-
fully ‘perused, but it contains very little of the details
of the lify of thisrenowned man, We therefore attempt-
ed a sh/gr"‘t sketch of his life in our biography of the
late larf *éfiteg Hon’ble K, D, Pal, published in Decem-
ber, Ialﬂg: Since then, in October of the year fol-
lowingpave brought out a separatg work on his-life,
in BejBrali, with the pecuniary assistance of FHis
Highndbss - the Maharajah of Joydebpur in  Dacea,
Saying{ this much, we now proceed to the narration
of the lfeading events and characteristics of the life of
this grékat man. '

Hulrish Chandra was born in the year 1824 in the
montt¥| of Bysak, (April) in the suburban town of
Bhowsknipur, near Calcutta, in the hogﬂe of his
materrhal un&‘]as Babus Beerashur and "Debnarain
Chattefyrjees, ,His fathey Babu Ram Dhun was a high
caste C¥oolif Brahmin, Avho was, to quote theefamdus
expresgfion of HurisliChandra himself, in retort to

fering term applied to him by the.famous Mis;
n
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siowéy?ioumalﬂthe Iviend of Indiag—, % Hindu

amoin e nations, a Brahmin among the Hinds,
a Kulid Zmong the Brahminsy and a Foola among
the Kulinsy His father had three wives, of whom
the last was Sreemutty Rukhini Dabee. By  this wife,
vhe had two sons, of whom Haran Chandra was the

eldest and Hurish the youngest,* °

CHAMIER 1l

HIs EDUCATION, AND STRUGGLES IN EARLY LIFE.

Hurish Chandra, being a Kulin Brahmin boy,
- was, as is generally the case with people of his
class, brought up in the house of his maternal uncles.
When he was five ycars of age, he was sent to a
patsiulle where he picked up knowledge of his njother
tongue ; and at the age of seven, he began {0 learn the
English alphabet with his eldest brother Haran Chan-
dra, Hc was then putin as a charity boy ingthe local
Unian School where he studied English for nfpre than
six years, and it is said, that he had to leave the]lnstitu-
“yon at the early age of fourteen, in search of &n em-
ployment to makg provision for himself andighis poot
family, The interesting delails of his schog{flife are
lost in obscurity, as there is now no one Yfing in
the family who could tell us how this sapicu] youth,
who, afterwards, in the heyday of his journalflic ca-
reer, proved himself to be a terror to Lord D |
for his annexation policy, and stood up asa #§ )
ssupporter of Lord Canning during the troublou®Himes
of the SJQDy Mutiny, and aga firm and truef ftiend
. of the ryots during the indigq. Ccrigis of ﬁﬁa, a1l was

uckyaNaam Mukejee HigGreat Giand-father,
Debm Prosad Do, Giang-fathe, ?
Ram Dhun 1o, Fath®. |

Hunsh Chandia Do,
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more than a match for the combined stw of
the entite planting community of Benggiiz~receivs.
ed his eleemosynary kind of education itzﬂ%is charity

school, and what progress he made therfin. But, of
this, we. are sure, that Hurish Chunder received

a scanty education at school which, adverse cir-

cumstances compelled him to leave, at the -compara-

tively early age of fourteen ; and that his’ real educa-

tion commenced afterwards when he entered the arena

of the world, On the ** broad stage of the world, "

where he, afterwards, came to play an ever-memorable

part, he first appeared bothas a diligent and laboris

ous student, and an O#edwar, or a candidate for an

appointment in a Government or a mercantile office,

When he left school in search of an employment, he

begged for a common clerk-ship, but he had the mor-

tification to find his school-passport or his merif tidia

culé] by the heads of offices. Born of a poor parent,

having, no influential friend to back him, he at Jast be-

took hirpself to the precarious profession of a writer
of petitiddns, bills and letters, which brought him, no

doubge ,‘;{;‘fatray rupee now and then, but the paltry in-

come dio¥ived from this source was not enough for his

purposid He had to provide for his family then,con-

sisting é { his old mother, brother and wife; and the

awful fifx in which he found himself at this time is

thus delscribed by Babu Shumbhoo Chunder Mukhetii,

the prespent editot of the Kezs and Rayyer, who tempora-

rily sugjceeded Hurish Chunder as editor of the Hindoo

Patrwoy after his death in 1861. Babu Shumbhoo Chun-

der hajard this doleful story from Hurish Chunder him--
self Whhich, we_transcribe below, from the Mukieryi's

Mugazline ofy1862, . °

“ Onl one qp‘mrtunage dry, when he had not a grain, ofriee
in bis hcluse for a simple 'ﬂ'nner, and the call of nature could
not be wittended to, he iﬂught, poor soul, of mortgaging a
brass p'lé\;ﬁa bo buy his simple fare. It was 1*;fi1§@11g hsﬁr‘:;;‘.- and
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farioudpqnd there was no umbrella To go oul undot: Pcnai{ﬂ
sind sad diFfhe famished youth sit jn the house, meditating
upon his unfc‘}\t\mnte lot=—not, howevdr, without g full relignce
in the providence of Him who oversees the needy wante of all,
providing with an uneparing hand for tho poor and the desti-
tute, e looked down upon Hurish, sitbing' alone and grievous,
and rescugd the unfortunate vietim of crucl fate from sheer
sharvation, by sending to him, just in the very nick of time,
the mookhtyar of a rich gouindlr with a document for transla-
tion. The fee was but two rupees—hut it was a god-send 1
like the marma m the wilderness to the wandering Israolities,
it proved to be the providential supplying of his pressing
~wants ; and Hurish, receiving i6, offered up his thanks to Him
who had so mysteriously saved his life.”

Such was the bitterness of poverty at the
outset of his memorable career. He was scarf ely
more than fourteen, when he obtained en emplwﬁent,
we do not know how, as a bill writer on Rs{ 10 per
mensem, in the now defunct firm of Messrs, \‘T ulluh
and Company, one of the auctioneers of C‘TEUtta.
Afrer sometime, he asked for a little increase bf pay,
but it was refused.e The self-reliant Brahmin 4youth
teok the refusal to be an msult and gave up the ap-
pointment in disgust. With a true Brahmidical spirit
6f self-abnegation which was the leading and by far
the most brilliant characteristic in his life, he \jostled
on and suffered all the miseries and privations\of an
adverse fortune till Providence, in his inéffable
mercy, copsrived means to relieve his distress, M
Framji Bbmanji in his book says that in 1§48, a
vacancy in the subordinate minjsterialfrank yorth
Rs, 25 per mensem occurred % the Milltgry A}dimr
General's Office.  FortunatelyNfor Hurish Chhder,
it was thrown open to compketition, and otSuc-
cesgfully passing the test he secured the appoinient.
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This was indeed the turning point in his , re-
markable career. In this office he *l.wﬂ::n'.if till
his lamentable death in 1861, and the Avcent NE
come earned from this office varying frofi Rs. 23 to
Rs. 400 a month, supplied him wzth he sinews of
war with which he faught for the cause of his country-
men during the Sepoy Mutiny and the Indigo crisis.
Here he came in contact with Colonels Clrampneys,
the Deputy, and Goldie, the Auditor-General, who,
to-quote the words of the late Babu Kristo Das Pal,
at once ‘‘discovered his Idtens powers, intelligence,
and extraordinary business capacity, and never failed
to encourage him with  friendly advice, reward, and
hope.” It was these noble hearted English gentle-
men who supplied him with books and newespapers
and periodicals from their own private library,
and encouraged him in every possible way to
acquire a knowledge of politics, of history, of jurispru-
dence and of law, Far from discouraging him in his
journalistic career, as is now unfortunately done
by Qfﬁ}cml; in general, Messrs, Champneys and
Goldig-&" . ceim every ossible encouragement consts;
tent \h L, official position, Since
leaving, the nion Sﬂfzaol Hurish Chunder had been
CRrryls %on private studies with ,the diligent devos-
tion &f an ardent student, and preparing himself
for a pominent place among men of “light and
leaditify ! in Bengal, Hurish Chunder was not a man
to be ¥:hilled by the damping influence of the dull
drudggry of a Karanee's life; and with admirable
self-saferifice, diligence, and perseverance, hie not only
rose, *istep by step, in the ranks of the ministerial
servicih then open to the natives of the qountr y, but
storedy his rhmd with varied knowledge to take lead
as ag{at journalist and politician in the dark days

of thej Sepoy Mutm} nd the Indigo crisis) *Colonels
Gold;

his i

and Champn ys were not slow in discerning
b intellectual powers, and readily conferred
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im, as opportunity presented itself, the highest

on
post atwtheir disposaly namely that of Assistant Mili-
“tary Auyglitar, worth Rupees 460 per mensem,--an

appointmendhitherto. held exclusively by Europeans, -
The details *of his office-career in Government
employ have fallen into darkness and cannot be now
known with any degree of tolerable. exactness, DBut,
we know that he was held in high estcem by
his official superiors for his manliness, independence,
and great capacity for business, An intelligent
and educated XKaranmee “in those days, , possess.
ing the necessary qualifications for the proper dis-
charge of the duties of his office was more respected
by his European office-masters than he is now.
And the reasons for this altered and deplorable
state of things are too many to be dwelt upon here,
at large. A sad change has now come over the
spirit of the policy of the Government itself, and of
its officials in general in regard to the treatment of
natives in its service shewing a natural desire to
take part in the political amelioration of their ‘mother-
countty. But such was not the case at the time of
Hurish Chunder. The number of educated me?m the.
time we are speaking of, was limited, and the ‘Anglo-
Indians and the Gavernment officials had notlping to
fear from them, But later on, with the growth of
education, when the educated Natives began to tread
on their toes, and to aspire for those high EP351$ of
emolument and responsibility which had been ¢n their
exclusive possession, they felt uneasy and beigan to
grumble at it.

Hurish Chunder, the Kerange will be kngjnt to
posterity not as a quill-driver ip the Auditor-Geferal’s
Office, but as «a great patriot, capabld of miaking
stupendous sacrifices for the sake of his countrymen,
as.a jaurnalist of great abilit;ftand honesty of put-
pose, and lastly as a politician of a very high lorder,
He played an important part in the history of
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Bengal in these capacitigs while retaining the post of
1 Keraneg in a Government Office. As a journalist, he
uthlessly attacked the-annexation policy, arf expdsed’
he. hasty .and ill-matured steps the Ez;wernmﬂnt
ook during the Mutiny time, but the “Government
wd its officials instead of checkmating him, shewed
1iim  all ,the indulgence worthy of a paternal
sovernment, Colonels Champneys and Guldie his
mmediate superiors, far from throwing obstacles in his
vay, treated him with all the kindness and respect he
leserved. But times have cotisiderably changed, and an
:mbargo has been put by Lord Northbrook and Sir
aeorge Campbell since the year 1875, upon the Go-
rernment servants taking part in Indian politics, or
vriting for the Press. But let that pass,

CHAPTER 11,

HiS SELTF-CULTURE.

Singe leaving school where he learnt very little,
s assid@busly applied himself from his fourteenth
r o e i acquirement of useful knowledge, He bor-
“Proqd DOJORs from his masters, Colonels Champneys
?f:aé.?,bﬂi e, \and read them with care and patience,
srcternéfs off circumstance served a8 a motive power
1 acquilri ore knowledge than what had been pick-
d ap i the uion School. He exercised the utmost
conomig in saving money from his small income of Rs.
o per honth,las a bill-writer in Messrs Talluh and
y's Office, to buy books with, And at last,
e secured a more lucrative post in the Military
\uditofr General’s Office, he became a regular subs-
riber jko the'Calcutta APublic Library, and began to
ead Wvith the avidity of a scholar, In ‘the ab-
ence ¢f authentic information, it is now imposseble
or us §o dwell upon the manner in which he tised to
ead. TWhe Hon'ble Rdja Peary Mohun Mukherji, tells

¥
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us that Hurish Chunder read %5 volumes of the’ old

Edin 4 Review, some three or four times over,
7 After Office hours, he -used to go to the
Caleutta Pylic Library, and spend two or three houis
a day there ih reading Newspapers and other books.
That he could read fast will be apparent from the
statement of his step-brother Babu Rajkishore
Mukherji of Utterpara that he read these volumes of
the Edinburqh Review within the short space of ;5
months, Possessed of maryellous memory, great energy
and patience, he, within a very short time, acquired
a thorough knowledge of the English and the Indian
history and politics. His knowledge of philosophy was
no less sound, His lectures at the Bhowanipur Brahmo
Somaj now published by Babu Brojo Lall Chucker-
butty bear ample testimony to his profficiency. Such
was his inextinguishable hankering after knowledge
that he often times walked from Bhowanipur to the
Cornwallis Square, a distance of about 4 miles, after
his office hours, to hear the lectures of D, Duff.
Eafly associated with Babu Sumbhoo Nat® Pundit
(afterwards a Judge of the Calcutta Hi - Lourt)
and other pleaders of Bhowanipur, he adjguired a
kirowledge of law which proved useful in this after
—~life. * Dr. Sumbhoo Chunder Mukherji, thd Editor
of the Reis and Rayyet says that when'in 13852 he
became a member of the British Indian. Asscoiation,
he, learnt all the Regulation Laws in’ ordefr to be
able to carry on discussion with Babu PYasanna
Kumar Tagore and Mr. W, Montrio, the Fat¥er of
the Calgutta Bar.

. .HIS MARRIAGE AND GLIMPSE OF HIS SOCIAL LIFE.

-Barlg.in life he married Sreemuty Muthoda
Debee~ the daughter of Gobinda Chundra Chitterji
of Utterpara ; and while he whs sixteen, a s Was
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born who died within *2 or 3 years after his birth,
His wife "also died immediately after. Hegtherefores,
marrried for the second time, a lady who sl survives
only to latment the death of her illuygtrious hus.
band, For want of reliable information, it is now
impossible to picture him out in ‘his domestic life,
But of this much we have heard that he enjoyed very
little of domestic peace in his life, Babu Kally Churn
Shdme, a citizen of Calcutta and now a pensioner who
had worked with Hurish +Chunder in the Military
Auditor’'s Office, is our informant on the subject.
His mother, it is said, was a garrulous and quarrel-
some lady who, sometimes, outraged the feelings of
her son and disturbed the peace of the family. But
Hurish Chunder was none the less respectful and
obedient to his mother. In those days, a habit of
drinking sometimes for consideration of health, and
sometimes for pleasure was a common vice among
almost all the English educated natives of Bengal,
and Hubh Chunder was no exception to the rule
Want domestic felicity sometimes led him into
other which it is now painful to reflect upon,
As a gjworker in the field of politics and journa-

lism, h<llf- 1 haps had to sustain his vigour with the
help of, ol, and sometimes in its use, he ran into
€ XS Modhoo Soodhun Roy, the first Proprie-
tor of - . andoe Patrit, tells us that on every
Thursdg@® “*"3% he used to come to the office of the
paper, §h ond red one sitting generally wrote all the

articlesgffice angand summary of European news,
but he, @horeover & do without wine. These were the
fittle bIF n his character which, to &e faithful,
we canffvas aboy, fronmymdur readers; but: he had so
n begoeh as a public and private man as.=a
set-off ¢ igfgﬂﬁt these minor defects in his chatagter that
in judgling of him we should rather overlook them and
lmitatehhis good and noble examples,
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HIS GAREER AS A JOURNALIST AND CONTRIBUTOR -
| TO THE PRESS.

From hid\early youth, Hurish Chundef, ag he ad-
vanced.in knowledge of politics, history and literature,
shewed a strong predilection for journalism, Babu
Kristo Das in his letter dated, Larkin’s lane, 25th
October 1862, to Mr TFramji Bomanji says that
Hurish Chunder first flashed his pen in the columns
of the Hindoo Intelligencers then conducted by Babu
Kashi Prosad Ghose, and ‘ practised public writing
in the columns of the Hnglishman, which was then edit-
ed by Mr, Cobb Hurry, who in those days was a
great friend of the Natives, ” Amidst the arduous
duties of his official life, he managed to make time
not only for extensive private studies but trained
himself up as a journalist by writing to the fvariuus
newspapers of the day, Long before he joined the Bri-
tish Indian Association in 1852, which was {the best
training ground for a young politician, and§™ug
fore he set himself up as a journalist, and t§ 8
of the Hindoo Patriot, he had acquiredf 3
command over the English language and g
have the authority of no less a personag
late Babu Ram Gopal Ghose, who in"
on the death of HMHurish Chunder sf.
famous petition sent from India protest]
renewal of the Charter of the East Indi
1853, was “drawn up” by Hurish Ci™

a3

THE ORIGIN OF THE AINDOO P4, AL

W transcribe below what we have wriur .

subject, in our work on the life of Kristo Das
Sumbhoo Chunder Mukherji the Editor of A

Kayyet is ourauthority and informant ot the sl
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“ Babu' Modhoo Shoodun Roy of Bara Bazar who had a
Fross ab Kalakur Street first conceived the 1dea gf“starting a.,
newspaper, and it was from his Press that the Hlndoo Pairiof
was first, issued in the beginning of the year JpgbB. The first,
Editors were the three well-known brothers of the Gthose
family at Simla, viz, Babus Srinath Ghose,. Givish Chunder
Glms%: and Khetra Chundea Ghose. Babu Srinath (Zhose wag
then head clerk of the Caleutta Collectorate, under Mr., Arthur
Grole, who has now vetived. ,They wero assisted now and
thery by Bahu Hurish Chunder Mukherjee, a clerk in the
Military Auditor General’s office (now called the Military
Conpteoller General’s offict) on a monthly salary of Rs, 100.
Afthr 8 or 4 months, the brothers Ghose gradually severed
thejr connection with the paper, and the entire task of editing
thyg fell on Hurish Chunder Mookherjes. In those dark days
ofjthe pre-University period of English Eduecation in Bengal,
tl on Nwye journalist had uphill work to perform. He had no

Pl to supporb and cheer him. The Europedn com-
pp pean com

¥

S‘Ma -
12 oy k no interest in Indian affairs, and native news-
rj b ' glish, howevar ably conducted, were little appre-

e a'q pablic, There were fow in those days who could
N0 @lish newspapers, and fewer sfill who could afford
e them, Even the bebbo classes were apb to think,
por edited by a native could not be up to the mark,
ho oirculation of the Hindoo Patrios was confined io a
B, and roceived very little public support, Tho location
hffica and the press in one of the back lanes of Bara
horeover stood in the way of its success” *  #* ¥

as about the year 1854 that Babhu Modhoo
un became sefiously ill and had t6 go up-
for a change., The press was therefore sold to
party, and the Hindu Patriot was "fublished
atyagyan Shupcharini Sova’s press at Lowani-
Huristy Chunder then established a press of his
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own, now known as the Ihindw [Patriof press, What
Aftegwardg took place is this described in otr life of

Babu K, Pal,

The ostanmbla proprietor was his brother Babu Maran
Chunder Mukherjes, who was appointed managor. The annual
subscription was then Rs. 10 1 but even at this rale the Aindoo
Patriot hat searcely a hundred subscribors, DBubt as might be
easily infarred the “oet up” of the paper was not very galis-
faotory, With the removal of thy Ihess, Lowever, to the naigh-
hourhood of the late Suddér Dewany Adaluf, its financial yrog-
pects beoame more pasuring. The eduoated Bhowanipora public
aud the native gentlemen connedted “with the bar andthe
office of the Sudder Court, (who mostly resided in that neiyh-
bourhood) felt a sart of local interest and pride in the papor
and began to palronize it. At that time there wns no other

Presidencies were the Madras Rising Sun, and &
Havbinger of Bombay. Amongst the earliest subserit)
Hindoo Patriet was the well-known Indian statd : i
Saship Shastri, now Regent of Puddocotta. TFrom
1853 down to the closé of the year 1855, Hurish Chun§
conducted his paper with grent ability, and m}naldemb
fice of time and money. In 1856 the Widow-Marria hst tha -
tion gceupied much publie attention and ITurish Chuxﬂmﬂ}’ in
his powerful pen to the advocacy of reform, But thﬂmmsﬂl « oh
independence with which the Patriof was not annduc{

exactly calculated to secure the good will of the publie
cularly the Indian public who,in matérs of veform, are
conservative—bhe Editor never swerved from what he co
to be his path of duty. No considerations, however im
ever led him to sell his conscience, and notwithstan
frequanti pecuniany losses he had fo bear he uz;\lfmml




TIHX ORIGIN OF THE HINDQO NPATRION 87

to rocoivo dutside assistanos, ovon when voluntarily offoved by
friends end edmivors,

. Thero aro only two inslances in which wo find him broaking
his l‘GEUlLlleﬂIl. It is snid, that on one occusign tho palriotic
zomindor Rajahs, Protap Chunder Singh and Ishur Chunder
oingl, of Dailepara proposed to meke him a grant of o comparas
tivoly large sum of monoy to veimburso his losses; "apd enable
himr to improve tho Ilindeo Hatriot. Bub nothing tewmpled,
ho declined the kind oflor, fhankfully yot fivmly. Whon,
howover, the typo showoed progressive signs of deeny and com-
plaints bogan to pour in, that the broken type nnd numerous
typographical errors unduly taxed tho oye of the roader, he nb
lngt consonted to rceeive the proffercd aid, Babu Ilurish
Chundor Mulkherjeo nover courted tho f{avour of any hody,
nor did ho rely upon outside help of any deseriplion in
conducling tho LPafriol, a journal thoe liko of which can
goarcely be now scen in any part of Indinn To nolico with
any appronch to minutoness all his writings seattored aboud
in the Ilindov Patriof, or to cvilicize thom minutely, is
imposgible within the narrow compass ab our command. Wo
shall rolor only to somo impurbnnb conbributlons of the gteni.
Drabmm publieist,  Borly in 1851 appeared o lenrned m‘id
philosophical article on “llindu and Bulopean civilizalion-—a
contrugh,” in which ho diyeriminatod the difforence boelwoen
tho Lwo, proved tho weak poinly of Kavopoans and dofended
his meufyman from the roproach of semi-barbarism, The
urticle could nol lndl Lo ableach notice, and wns answered in the
Auglo-Iudmn proys, bub indifforoutly, The suporiority of the
Hindoo Patriot in oradition and philosophy gs well as 1n
knowledgs of the difforged systems was obviond, Withoud
[ormally ' defending himsolf Murish followed up with othox
arbiclos on Iuropoan, speocinlly J.h*n.-mll sociologys A Thus ho’
compared UWughish “Stiikes” with Bengali Dhorfasghats,

Agein hi GKP}@%UHHH improssion of tho Lendencios of the
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British democracy in the course of & review of tha “B.-D[HGI’IE;F’
poriodionl His avticles on Annoxation were nob only learned,
and logical bul brilliant and cloquent, With his tiaunl single-
mindedness ancy honesty of purpose, untompled by fayour and
wndeterred by the frown of the “Powers that be,” Iro atiacked
the polioy of Lord Dalhousie. Nor did ke when the occasion
came, evey Shrink from oriticising the conduet ol Sir Lawrenco
Peel and Sir James Colvilleg Clief Justices of the Suprémo
Court, However highly he rgspoeted those high digniterios
for their talents and private virtues, he rogarded them as too
much of “courtier Judges.” (vide the “Life of Kristo Das Pal
p 5,6, 7,8) |
These are the brief outlines of his great journalis-
tic career from 1883 to 1856, The files of the Hindoo
Patriot for this period are now irrecoverably lost to
the country, as we could not find them either in the
Metcalfe Hall or in any other public or private Libra-
ries of Calcutta, And in the absence of these records,
ot any other authentic information about his career,

it is impossible for us to say anything more ou the
subject, )

CHAPTER I11.

HIS CAREER AS A JOURNALIST DURING THE
MUTINY OF 1857-58, ’I

Hurisht Chunder Mukherjee immortalized himself
by his noble defence of the policy of “Clemengy™ Can.
ing during this horrible crisis, It was in My 1857
that the hurricane of the Sepoy Mutiny swept ¢ver thoe
land, Discontent and disaffection engenderel by the
Impertalspolicy of distrust of the people in.general
and dispossession of the hereditary tights of soge Prif-

ces were among the chief causes that bxough about
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this revolt, bringing in its train untold miseries Lo the
nation. ‘Hurish Chuinder first wrole on the suibject in |
the Hindoo Patriot of the 215t May, 1857.

““The horrible details of the Muliny ?nd massacrae
of which rumours and reports have reached town
during the last few days have fallen upon a state of
public fecling uttetly unprepared to receive them even
after the seditious misconduct and disbandment of
two regiments of the line, It was certainly known
that a spirit of disaffection pervaded the entire native
army ; but there were specious teasons for supposing
that it could rise to the culminating point and mani-
fest itselfl by deeds only in the distant and disliked
cantonments of Bengal. The favourite stations of
Meerut and Delhi have, however, been the scene of
mulineering violence such as has no parallel in the
military history of British India, Full particulars
have not yet reached Government.”

In this very opening article Hurish Chunder took
the side of the Government and vindicated its policy
thus

“Government has been censured for dealing
too leniently with the Mutineers in Bengal, We can
scarcely conceive what other punishment than Tis=—
missal from a most desirable scrvice could be awarted:
to men who at worst were misbehaving under” a
delusion, and were guilty of passive Mutiny only. It
would have hardly been consistont with the principles
and the dignity, not to mention the policy of the Ine
dian Government, to have made cvery soldier of the
19th and 34th Regiments of Bengal Infantry martyrs
in the eyes of their countrymen, and such' they would
have bepn, if the forfeit of their lives or liberties were
exacted|from them for persisting in a course of pass~,
ive insubordination in obedience to what every one
bc]ievcsf}tu be the dictates of his conscience,” .

‘T'he'article was cancluded thus :—* The Govern-
ment may no' get with a rigour propostioned to the

3 fh .
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urgency of the case. If everynative soldie{ who has
had.a land in that appalling outrage, and who was
nof“compelled to join it by the intimidation of hjs
comrades, were to ‘pay with his life the forfeit of
violated duty‘, offence would be done neither to justice
nor to sound policy,”

Thusdt would appear that from the very begin-
ning of this national calamity, he took a sober,
statesman-like view of the whole affair, counselled
sobriety and patience to the Governmeni, and played
the part of a peace-maker between the enraged Native
soldiers and the Government, “The hurricane of the
Mutiny increased in velocity and strength among
the ignorant up-country men, partly drawn Lo
the rank and file of the Mutineers by temptation
of plunder, and partly by religious and other consi-
derations. The official and non-official Anglo-Indians,
the BEurasians, and the Native Christiang natur-
ally took alarm and confounded the Mutiny to be a
general rebellion assisted by the entire native popula-
tionsand Princes of India. With the gradual ywell
of the surging tide of the Mutiny, a deep panic arose
in their mind, Hurish Chunder in his serio-comic
and slashing style thus deseribed it ;-

“Never -since the day on which Sernjodowlah sont his
Pathans inte Calcutta to wrest the faclory from tho Iinsd
India Company and pui every white man to the sword proin
cords, was Caloutta-so beside itself with torvor as ab the presont
moment. The English have always been noted II\F looking
danger steadily in the face. * But at times an cxcesy of Qlt}ﬂ,iuﬁ
- assumes o rather ndiculous turn. Tho stale of fobling now
exhibited by the notabilities of Chowringhee and thofr numbor
of 'satelljbes in Casitolah is very muoch akin to il whicly
drew theslnughter of the world on the aldermen of London
and thefe militia whon Boney wag_o stalking ho?su in the
umagination of the British ,Peﬁpla.. Wﬁﬁh\b\hﬁ\]a% ?urtui ght,
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tho ‘gun-sijiths havo hoop deluged wilh custom, and their
forlunes have boen ag G{Tcacf;unlly made ne if tho dreaded oot .
of. Coleutta had beon poured into their lapy, Indeed gﬁnﬂ,
pistols, and rifles have turned up to famine p,}iuua, and many
o portly citizon who mnover bofore in all his life was guilty of
the least insight inle the mochenism of those murderous
woapons, may now bo daily ohsorved to look, ag ficree us a
hugsar, scrow up his mouth, twinge his oyes, and pull away
at Lho trigger till he grow red ineho [ace, and the smart crack
upon tho cap ‘warranted not to mifs fire, nor fly” told the

Qattoring talo of his invineibility.,” (vide Hindoo Putriot,

May 20th., 1857.) ‘
They therefore urged upow e wbamay o “Hda 15

advisability of adopting the p;mles presented an array
massacre of every naltive, bet the population thus
And, moreover, they wanted t9 deserved the severest
own hands, and to deal summiicted, we will not deny.
tents. A& 13'1'_“’*(“131'Ea of English
In the pages of the Frighch guilty should escape
cribed al the time t Laedd suffer—crrs less in ress
led from their an Lhe converse maxim of the
A renewed attack upon Benares wag

lving o1 L Ber
I}.ELI ..g A (QUENCC of the scverilies Qf,BFigﬂdlﬂt‘ Neill's.
oSG, Phat chronic disaffection of the villagrers

the readiness with which they have again joined
» rebely on both sides of the rviver attest the ill
ects. of similar proceedings on the part of our
lsﬂl.h(,‘;l‘itlﬁﬁ. Well  may, therefore, the Governor-
fle'nr: ral caution the local aathorities.”  (Vide Hindao
‘i’wa‘w}oﬁ, Scptember 1oth, 1857.) “\
[ The Native Press then in its infancy was
't slrong enough, as it is now, to resist the evil influ-
o Fthe combined agitation on the part of the An slo-
“111:11:;‘1 1 Press and the ‘non-official  Luropedie ‘com-
ity Under such circumstances Hurish Chunder
Yiedfthe part gf a sTWiour of his country by rightly
THerpreting Llﬂ‘,ﬁf’fﬁ:ws of the Natives towards the Go-
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as the Maliomedan Holidays, whioh aro appr(mhin g, tre
od of excitoment) it 3 desirablo that tho Nalivo

population of Caleutta and of tho suburbs should bo disnrmaod,
and that the sale of ayms and ammumition should be prohibited
except under ssuch rostrictions ag Government -may doon

desirable. Thereforo, the grand jury do. heroby roquosi, 1lox
ay this their presontment and to toko tho
(vide Ilindno Datriot

cinlly
~usuelly a peri

Majesty’s Justices to |
same 1nto its favourable considoralion.

July 80th, 1857 )
(Sd) J. H. Fergusson,

Foreman.

Fven the sober Judges of the Supreme Court did
mend the mecasure to the

sh Chundra contemptuously

derations j’I‘h :

. e official and

the Eurasians, and thedrﬂsed the Government not to
cry of ils own countrymen.

ally took alarm and confouy :

general rebellion assisted by, V25 11 danger however, and

tions and Princes of India8cd f0 838 the Press, pass
ther stringent and precau-

of the surging tide

. _ of the \ \
_in their ming. Hurish - D ging Act Hurish
ANd slashing style thus describ i invidious dis-

e om0~ I ndian

(] Cas o 1
Pﬂthia:im BHE}GE; t}tlﬂ day on which Sorjodowlalr donpy
© Urloutta to wrest the £ i
Ind y & lﬂuﬂtﬂl’y frﬂm u
ﬂordI: Samgallly and put every white man to Lho SWGP&G pEa:sh |
y Was Ualoutita 8o beside i . _ ¢ in
moment, The English h;vee Iziii;m; terror ag at the preseny  °
d lily ; een noted for ,
) :;gl;?r sheadily in the face, But at times an Excessﬂif IGUI?HH
Exhib‘:ﬂdﬂb rather ridiculous turn, The sipte N ]‘Qﬂ_u ion
of 'satl liit ’ -ﬁha notabilities of Chowringhee and thes llllg v
drew ih j? in Casitolah is very much akin o il tlunlzxfml.
and tha{:’a aughter of the world on the aldermen (f Lw i]l oh
® milibia when Boney was g stalking llmla on tlﬂln
M the

"gination of the British people.. Wigh fhel\Jast Jbrtuighﬁ
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THE ATROCITIES OF TUE MUTINY,

, "It 1s mpossible te deny that immediatal}}d? r”l;
the first successes over the rebels, the work of re
tribution was carried a little too far, and that too in
a manner not to be expected from thetﬁ agents of
civilized Government, At the town of Alfahabad only,
nearly eight hundyed men were hanged between the
6ih Junc and 16th July, The Sikhs were lef loose
upon the towns people to wreak summary vengeance
for the murder of a comrade. Brigadier Neill's
course from Benares to Allahapad was marked by
corpses of villagers all of whom did not approach his
force with hostile intentions. We will not speak of
other atrocities commited by soldiers over whom, if
discipline had becn exercised, it would have had its
sway. The river sides for miles presented an array
of demolished homes. That the population thus
punished harboured many who deserved the severest
punishment that could be inflicted, we will not deny.
But the result proved that the principle of English
law-that it were better that ten guilty should escape
than that onc innocent should sulfer—errs less in res
pect to sound policy than the converse maxim of the
blood-hunters, A renewed atlack upon Benares vwasg
the consequence of the severitics of Brigadier Neill's
course. That chronic disalfection of the villagors
and Lthe readiness with which they have again joined
the rebelg on both sides of the rviver attest the il
effects of similar procecdings on the part of our
authgrities. Well may, therefore, the  Governor-
General caution the local authorities.”  (Vide Mindoo
Pm‘vjﬁﬁi, Scptember roth, 1857.) “

The Native Press then in its infancy was
not stfong enough, as it is now, to resist the evil influ-
ence df the combined agitation on the partof the An jlo-
Indiap Press and the non-official Luropedir ‘com-
munify. Under such ciccumstances Furish Clunder
acted(the part gf a_30iour ol his countgy by rightly
interdreting Lgo féws of the Natives towards the Go-
L

10
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cielly agnent and wvice versa, e not only( faithfully
-usrepresented the native feelinfy on this subject, but
disproved, with a masterly pen, the fallacious natuce of
the serious ajlegations made against the loyalty of the
Natives and Princes of India. He was host in himself,
and proved himself a foeman worthy, of the stecl of the
entire Afglo-Indian Press headed by the Serampore
Friend of India, the Englishman, the Hurkara, and the
bloody Buist of the Bowbay Guasette. The Govern-
ment of Lord Canning gof a truer insight of the exact
state of Native feeling towards it from his writings than
from the rabid vapourings of the Anglo-Indian Press.
Week after week, he wrote in the Hindoo Patriol
masterly and clever articles on the Mutiny, with the sole
‘object of removing misapprehensions from the mind of
the Government, and sometimes with a bitter, sarcastic
spirit, and at other times with sober, sound judgement
and array of arguments, he convinced the Government,
of the arrant nonsense and malevolence thal invariably
disfigured the columns of the hostile Press, The conse-
quence was that the Government saw the state of
affairs in its true light, and avoided extremes. In
shert, Hurish Chunder stood as a  mediator
Letween the people and the Government and
saved both of them from headlong ruin., We
therefore call him the saviour of his cougtiry
during the horrible days of the Sepoy Mutiny, B ™y
he will be known to posterity as such. * The' B
Keranee in the Military Auditor General's Office plit
himself, unsolicited, as a mediator betweenr his B"
trymen angl the alien Government, and his med}
was accepted. What tribulations, what mental ag
~and anxieties, what sacrifices this poor DBrh
publicist had to make to represent the dumb nfk Y-
of his eduntrymen, in this crisis, it is now impd
for u8 adequately to delineate.

«  The history of the Sepoy i1V, Femains
be written from the national point \}\riew, Ang
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important part played by men like Hurish Chunder in
assuaging the rancosous feeling of hostility dis«,
Jplayed by an infuriated hbody of the ruling race,
partly from fear, and partly from selfish motives
is now almost forgotten, Hurish Chundir had early
discerned in the first oulbreak of the Mutiny what
Burke has magniloquently said * that in all, cfi,t-:-puteﬂ
between the people and their rulers the presumplion is
at least upon a par in favour of the people.,” That the
general body of the people of India had nothing
to do with these insurgents’ Yevolutionary actions.
which arose from their impatience of “ suffering, "
was a most palpable fact' which he sought to impress.
upon the rulers with all the foree and vehemence of lan-
guage he could command to save the Government
{rom a catastrophe, And, afier such a lapse of timg,.
the verdict of history is that he did-succeed in his noble
attempt. The Anglo-Indians convulsed with rage lost
their sense completely, and deliberately advised the Gom
vernment to dispossess all the landholding classes in.
India of their lands and make them over to Luropeans
ancd FEurasiaus ; and the chimerical proposal 6f making,
exlensive English colonization was sedately put forth.
Aund what was greatly to be deplored was that the
maddened  Anglo-Indians shewed cvery  disres.
peat and ¢ven menace to Lord Canning, and thought
che fdeporting  him  from India  when he firmly
elledised to listen to their wicked advice, It was
autlfuch a time of general horror, uncertainty, and trepi-
Genean when the fate of the L. I. Company’s Govern-
DPatrg <in India was trembling in the balance, that
Tish Chunder was the steersman of thé destiny of
not stiown countrymen, IHis words were half-battles
ence cht on the side of the dumb millions of India, and.
Tadiaf recorded to the glory of the Great Britisli natjon
munif with the moral support given by this Brahmin
actedficist, and by sush honesti journalist as My, Robert
infer;ght thenﬁdiiﬁr of the Bombay Iines, with the

-
t
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active and loyal co-operation of Jer Majesty's subjects
.and Princes of all classes, Britigh statesmanship and
British valour triumphed at last, and the Mutiny was
suppressed  The narrow limits of our book prevent
us from notifing with minuteness, all the writings
of Hurish Chunder and to criticize them at an elabor-
ate length. That requires a separate volume which
'we hope amd trust better writers would undertake
hereafter, But this much we must say that in trying
to suppress the Mutiny, Hurish Chunder did not only
a duty to the great British Government to which he in
common with the rest of his fellow countrymen owed
allegiance and a debt of deeg gratitude but rendered
valuable service to India, his mother country., The
Mutiny may have inflicted upon this country a thousand
losses but it has done some good to it as welll The
Proclamation of 1858 which stands as an imperish-
able monument of the large-heartedness of a conquer-
Ing nation towards the conquercd would not have been
promulgated so soon but for this execrable rising, It
moredver opened the eyes of Great Britain that in
order to make Britannia’s rule permanent in India, the
policy of distrust, of exclusion of people from offices of
great trust and responsibility, and from all share in the
Government of thefr country was a mistake. The illus.
trious subject of our memoir wrote an excellent article
in the Hindoo Patriot of December 315t 1858,
surimarizing the evil effects of this political event, from
which we extract the following.

“The year 1857 will form the date of an era nnswrpassed in .
importance By #ny in the history of mankind, For us Who aro
Wiving in the ‘midst of those scenes which have atompt this epochal
ehiaracter on the year, it is impossible to realize in ity fullost mensure
the jn’ngrﬂit S#hab will attach to it in the oyes of posterity, Our
mindd arp too full of the incidents of the rebellion—of thig alogo
and that magsacre, the battle, the rotreatydbq ambuscade, mutinies,
traacheries and Ypasons—they ave far too n'g‘etzuw,mto r800IVe &

¥
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fuir "imﬂgn of the presont. 'The vebellion came upon us with a
ghook for which no class of {he community wes propared. 1t
hog taken by surprise the couniry~—nof oxcepting the vust body
of the rebels themselvos, Tor oight lofig months il hasravaged
tho land in ifs length and breadth, spreading orim{} and misory of
evory hue and form. And whon now il stlrﬂngt’l has baen hrokon
and it4 ond has mude ilgolf vigible, il bida fair to leave tho nalion
n legacy of prolonged and  yol unknown trotbles,” (vido Life of
K. D. Pal, p. 187,

CIHAPTER IV.

THE INDIGO CRISIS IN 1860, AND HURISH
CIIUNDER MUKIERJEE.

The word Indigo with its Latin equivalent Jnd/eum
shews thal it is one of the indigenous products of tltis
country as much as rice or sugar-canc. As regards
its superior quality, it has been stated in the report of
the Indigo Commission that ¢ the Indigo manufactur-
ed” in Lower Bengrl, especially in Jessore and Nudder,
‘“is probably the very finest in the whole world ;"
and that the ‘annual outturn™ of it in the year
preceding the erisis in Bengal and Behar was 1,085,000
maunds valued at about two millions sterling, We
cite these figures to shew what enormous sums of
money was in circulation among the people of the
Indigo districts and benefitted them in more ways
titan one.~ With this thoney, large tracts of uncultiva-
ted lands, marshes and pestilential jungles were re
claimed, ponds and tanks were excavated, roads
were made, Bazars cstablished, schools openod, and
dispensarics flourished wherever the Iinglish Indigo
Planters settled since the beginning of thie Lentury,
But these indirect advantages devived from the sys-
tem of indigo cultivation were gradually eclipsed by
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quite sick of it. Rank oppressions on the part of iflpﬁ
majority of Indigo planters and its menial and factory
servants exasperated the people and led them to
rise in revolt. The Reverend .Alexander Duff, ‘the
Prince of Missionaries in India, in his memorable
fetter to the President of the Indigo Commis-
sion said .f that such discontent, as the natural re-
sult of oppression, did exist long previously, Is surely
the conclusion which every candid and impattial mind
must deduce from the fouteensemble of the miscellanc-
ous evidence given before the Commission,” (vide p, 4
Appendix No, III. I. C. R.) The cultivation of indigo
became unremunerative, and the ryots refused Lo havo
anything to do with it. A dispute thus arose between
the vast body of agricultural and land-holding classes
in Bengal and the great influential planting English
community having prestige and powcr of its own.
Some 20 lacs of poor ryots of the districts of Nuddea,
Jessore, Rajshaye, Pubna and the 24-Purgunnahs
combined and resolved, even at the sacrifice of their
hearth and home, nay of their.lives, not to cultix
vate their lands with indigo, nor to enter into any
fresh contract with the planters for the same, And
they 'stuck {o their resolution even {o the bitlerest end.
Such a gigantic combination of the tillers of the soil,
men inured to all sorts of hardships but less prone
to grumble and grudge, steeped in deep ignorance bui
free from the European vice of drunkenness’ ang dis-
orderliness, has no paralle!l in the history of India ex-
cept the disastrous Sepoy Mutiny of 1854, . Burke in
his famous speech has very rightly said that all such
popular risings must have their origin in oppression ;
and the ryots of Lower Bengal goaded by the un-
bearable tyranny of the White Planters of Bengal rose
enmased against them and threatened them with utter
extinction and ruin. The ruin was tantamount to a losg
of enormous British capital inveséed in the numberless
Indigo concerfis studded over the cc‘hmﬁ‘{\y ; it meant



THE INDIGO ORISIS 1N 1800, 79

qlléir loss of prestige, power, and position, In this
awful predicament, the planters, instead of adopting a
conciliatory course, as Dr, Duff very rightly observed at
the time, they should have done, made their position
wotse by taking recourse to harsher mpasures witha
view to coerce the refractory ryots® into submission.
They took the law into their own hands, kidnapped
the ring-leaders of the ryots, kept them illegally con-
fined in low, moist godowas for days together, burnt
villages and Bazars (market places), knocked down
houses of the poor ryots, forlibly took away their
cattles, wounded men sometimes, and outraged and ill-
treated women, And it {s our duty as an impartial
writer of history to say that in the commission of these
crimes, the aggrieved ryots did not suffer all these nu-
merous wrongs without giving #Z for fat. But being
the weaker party in the contest, their sufferings were
great and sometimes exceeded the limiis of human
patience. They were no match for the combinad
strength of the great planting community which osten-
sibly counted upon and actually received the sympa-
thy, direct or indirect, from the Government as well as
from the [Zuropean civilians holding sway over the
different districts of Bengal. The isolated body ot
civilians residing in the out-of-thesway places in the °
Mofusil reccived hospitality from their planter friends
and close friendship naturally oxisted between them,
The Government, on the other hand, from a political
point of view considering that the residence of non-
¢tficial Europeans in the interior, would, in hours of
dangger serve as a safeguard, did every thing that lay
in its power to foster the interests of the planting com-
munity. Such being the case, the natural conscious
superiority of the ruling race of which the Indigo
Planters formed a patt and parcel, conjoined-with the
sympathy they were sure to expect from the govern-
ing class, led the planters, as a general rule, io become
more opprepsive than before, &
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The late lamented Babu Srec Gopal Pal Chﬂwal‘y,
Zemindar of Ranaghat and the father of Babu Surendra
"Nath Pal Chowdry in his deposition before the
Commission said in-answer to the question put by
Babu Chu'ncl)ta Mohun Chatterjea, the representalive
of the B. I, ‘Association on the Commission,—why
did he give lease of his property to the planters—-
“that my first reason is the inequality of the laws ; the
planters enjoy equal rights with us, bui they arenot
amenable to the local courts. For similar olfences Ze-
mindars would be infhbrisoned, when the Europeans
would be fined. Besides the officials usually help the
planters ; therefore we are all anxious to avoid ¢olli-
sion with planters, to prevent affrays and disgrace.
Besides, [ know, for certain, if an European Assis-
tant planter who holds a lease from us, is summoned
into Court, he will get a chair near the Magistrate,
while we, the Zemindars, who created the lease, will
have to stand at a distance.” (Vide p. 92 Minutes of
the evidence taken before the Indigo Commission at
K rishnaghur.)
It wag at this hideous and appalling crisis.of an
agrarian rising of the entire mass of the agricultural
~people of Bengal, that Hurish Chunder came to their
rescue and fought their baitles, almost single handed
in the public press. Week aiter week, month after
month, he, with marvellous courage, thoroagh com-
prehensiveness and grasp of the intricate ‘relgtions
between the ryots and planters, dwelt in the columas
of the Hindoo Pairiot, on the manifold grievances afl
hardships endured by the former. The scene of the
., conflict is now changed from the wide plains of Ben-
gal to the -forum of public opinion as repre-
sentérl in the Press. In a coastitutional form of
ngaynrgept such as that we have the privilege of
enjoying, the momentous issues involved in this
hideous conflict were to be decided by the unbiasad

public opinion’ ereated and moulded by tlﬁ; Press, The
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leader of the Native Press at the time took the side
of 'the down-trodden peasantry and, sometimes with
sarcasm, and at other times with sobriety and
sound-sense, irrefragable logic, and incontrovertible
statement , of facts, he kept at bay thd aggressive
hostile party and helped the Governmenti to judge
of the affair in a’'calm and impartial spirit.  Im-
possible as it is for us within the short compass
of tHis concise general biography, to quote n ee-
tenso from his marvellous ~writings on this subject,
we remain content with making the following extract
from an article written on the Indigo crisis by the
subject of our memoir and published in our Life of
the Hon'ble Kristo Das Pal.

“ Anarchy in Bengal,—They speak what is liter-
ally a truth who speak of the prevalence of an-
archy in some of the districts of DBengal, It is
anarchy when a few men, by the mere force of the
strong arm lord it over millions, and bar them from
the benefits of government. The external show
of courts, policemen, and officials, is a mockery
in regions where the oppressed man cannot approach
the law but by permission of his oppressor. It
is anarchy there where lattialism is an institution
for the maintenance of which its patrons openly
contend with legislature—where the iron will, the
brave heart, and brute force will chsure their possess
sor complile supremacy.

And why should it be so? These districts, the
sext of thig anarchy, are within cyesight of a Govern-
+ ment the strongest in Asia, The people are a race
who require the least amount of government to keep
their society together, Itis a country of old tradi-
tions, which has Lknown regular laws and courts of-
justice for nearly a century, Oune single tax ,of four
millions is borne by the people themselvesslo the
public exchequer with a punctuality not observed
by the seasg?ls. Religion reigns in *the land with.

11
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more than ordinary force, And yet there is anarH:ny
-in Bengal,” (Vide Life of K., D. Pal p. 192.)

CHAPTER V.,

|HIS EVIDENCE BEFORE TIIE INDIGO COMMISSION.

The battle he waged and successfully fought against
the tyranny and wrong-ddings of the planters had
at last the effect of inducing the Govcrnment 10
appoint a2 Commission to make an enquiry into, and
report upon, the matter tnder Act XI. of 1860.
Mr, W. S, Seton-Karr, Esq., ¢ §., and Mr, ( after-
wards Sir ) Richard Temple, ¢, s, represented the
Government, Mr, W, I, TFergusson, LEsq, the planting
community, the Reverend Mr. J. Sale, the mis-
sionaries, while the late Babu Chundra Mohun
Chatterjee was the mouth~piece of the British Indian
Assoclation, Among the numerous witnesses suni-
moned and examined by the Commissian, Babu IHurish
Chunder was one, and he deposed as follows -

Mondny, 30th July, 1860,

PRrespNT,
W, B, Seton-Kaxr, Bsq, o, 8, Prosident.

MoynERs,
W. I, Fergusgon Ilsg, i Raverond J, 8ale,
Babu Chundra Mohun Chattorjee,

Behu Hitwish Chunder Mukhorjce, of Bhowanipur, in the diﬂtl‘inh
of the 24-Perglinnahe, called in and examined on oathe ™ ° I

President,] ‘What sifuation do you hold P—I am a'clork in tho
sprvice of Govermment in the Military Anditor Gonoral's offico,

Yon arg the editor of the Ifindoo Patreot I do not hold my-
self the ;responsible editor of the papor, but I havo sufliciont in

finence with the Proprietor to make him adopt any tone of polisy I
desm fit,
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You have had coonsion to watch with intorest tho late Indigo
origiy, have you not #-~Yag, During tho ovisis, havoe any ryolg, o
obher parlies applied to you for advieo }—Yes, numerous “persons,
zomindary, middle mon, and ryots have come to me for advise
from soveral dwtricts, Thay appliod to mo porgonally,

Will you glale tho guuahiuna on which thoy gonoerslly come to
geck your advice 7—Boforo the Aot tor the summary enforcoment of
Indigo oultivation wag passed, the point om which 1he majority of
ryots sought my advice was, Imw thay could best avoid sowing;
aftoer the Acl was passod the point on which they chiefly sought my
ndvice, was how thoy could Dest resist lho coercionary measurey
taken undor it. Tattorly, tho, point that thoy have generally
soughi my ndvies on is, how they can avoid taking advances, and
boing made 1o grow Tndigo next yoar, DBesides those thore have
beon particular oagoes in which I have assisted them with advics and
writton outb potitions and applications to various authoritios,

Can you ghate tho goneral lino of advice thalt you gava to the
ryots on the points abovo referved to P—IL invarinbly advised thom to
apply to thoe distriel authoritios in tho proper form for redress, and
to go to the noxl appellate anthority, if thoy found no redress af the
hands of {ho distriot suthorities, I ocautlioned them againgt evor
~oommilting any broachos of iho penoce, or commitbing themselvos in
any mannor by acking illegally, T oxplained to them that the
opoiation of tho Aok wag tomporary, and thal "boltor monsures would
bo deviged next your, whon 1 wag sure thoy wonld be free to take o
not to tako advanced, T genoradly advised thom to soolk for rodress
in the ¢ivil courty, a modo of proseeding whicli I found was much
]uﬂ‘i, sogorfed to, Lhon 16 should liave boen. I mean Elm Act for

H

ﬁdﬂmngﬂﬂ
Ag Tiditor of a paper published in Tnglish, and’ thur&fﬁra lilkoly

to he road by Tnglishmon, had you many communioalions by lotier
from parties in the Mofusil detailing their priovances, and asking for.
your advioo +—All letbors addressed lo thoe LSairiol wove reuui’ved and
oponed by mo, and many of them containod statemonty of t],la kind

roforred to in tho quushmn. -
Axe you in o épombmn 10 state whothor moro 1dbbors of the kind
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would ho likoly ta come Lo :guu; than would be likely to come o &
papor privrbed in the vornaoular, say the Bhaskur p—The probability
15, that more lettors of tho kind wore addressed to the Bdjtor of bho
Llindon Patriot than Lo the editor of pny vornacular jonrnal, ‘
Have you afany time visited any of the great Indigo Diglricts
yowmself, for instancd Jessore, Krishnaghur, or Moorshedabad, sud
are you personally known to many residents of those distviots 1-—INo,
T hawve notor visited any Indigo district, axcopt Bavaget and Iooghly.
1 am personally known to many inhabitants of the Nudden digbuiet,
" and {o gome of Rajshaye, snd t6 some of Mymensing, having made
their agquaintance in Bhowanipur,

| During the late indigo orisis have you had occasion to depute
any person or persons into the interior, in search of securate
iiifm*mmt-inn regarding the stata of the districts I—Not ospecinlly for
the purpose of news, I have recommended logal agonts to the ryots
to carry on these oases who have acted as correspondents of the
Hindoo Patriot then ; T have received acourate information from
time to time rospesting every proceeding or ocourrence of any note,
from persons in the district,

My, Fergusson ] But did you send from this tho logal agonts
whom you recommended the ryots to employ i—The ryots took
them uwp from here. I sebtled for pne of them tho torms on whioh
they were toact as Mukiear, This was ab a time, whon T was told
that no Mukiear in thedistrict of Krishuaghur, oxcopt in the Suddor
Station, could be induced to teke up a ryoet’s aase, in Songequenso of
& Muktear, Jitu, Chatterjee, practising in tha Damurhedn (how
Chooadangay Sub-division, baving been imprisonad on ﬂll.,_;lbnt}gﬂtl
charge of having instigated the ryots,

President.] Then you can distinetly stato that you nover {I{ap:ltml,
omizsaries witl divections 6o go from Thennal to Thannah, ‘Or-villago
to village, pointing out to the ryots the line they oughl o tako fwT

_Qistinotly deny having done so, and thank the Commission for
haying given me this opportunity of making this doninl,
. Mnr, ﬁ'ﬁlﬁ.] Can you gtate how many of theso logal ngents went
from Caleutta to the Indigo districts with your knowledge, to what
districh they woilk and what was the naturo of thé understanding you
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had-nwith them, provious to theit going ¥—Three in all, 1o tho
Nudden districh only, The understending was, that they should act
a8 Auliears for the ryots who should pay them, PRIR

" Mr, Fergusson,] Did you preparo ov assish in preparing oivoular
noticos vospecting Indigo, which wore said to be distributed in the
villagos of tlto Nudden distriot 3—I know nothing of them, nor have L
evor seen thom, '

Mr. Salo.] You havo steted that after tho,passing of the
guminery Aot, some of the ryols asked you how they could beat
rouist the cocroionary moasures taken underit; did they +wish to
know how they could rosist the operatidn of the At itsolf, or did
they desive to rvesist the coercionary mensures taken under the color
of the Aok %—~The ryots wishied to know how they could resist the
operation of the Act gencrally, I could only ndvise them how to
rogist the fearful amount of oppression committed undor cover of
that Act, by officials as well as planters,

What, kind of oppression do you refer o f—~-Imprisonment in
large num bors in low, filthy, narrow godowns, breaking int housos,
plunder of property, insult of women by oflicors of Poolice of
various grades, instigated by the planbers,

M, Fergusson,] Do you bhelieve thab those things have been
dono undoy Aot XI of 1860 91 do, afler having made enquiries
of overy kind in my power as lo the fact of imprisonment ; it has
beon judieially established that cason of the kind did ogour,

President.]| Ave you awaro that since the passing of tho Aet,
the Government of Bongal hos oxoreised close supervision over be-
locnl ‘opthoritios in ordor to provent injustice or opprossion boing
porpéivatod wndor its color 9—For the firss two or throo after the
puﬁfﬂing of {he Aot, the suporvision of the CGovornmons of Bengal
was nos such ag to provent tho provisions of the Act being extonsive-
ly abused, Since thon & closor supervision prevails, ,

Babu O, M, Chatterjeo,] It has beon stated by My Tarmou
before the Commission, that thore has beon a fooling of jealousy bo-
iwoen the members of tho British Indian Associationl end Ituligu
Flanters on account of somo of the Members of the latter Deing vast-

ol with tho powors of IIonorm*y Mogistente by the late Licutonant-
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Gavernor My, Holliday, now 8ir Iredoriek. As a Mombor ol
Britigh Indlan Aussocintion, do you wish to sny anything M,
“Larmouys statemont is not sliictly corveot, Tho Assoviation in
compotad bf Membors of varied polities, Somo of them ave fridndly
towards tlie Planters, others are hostilo bﬂ*:'.rm'dﬂ thom, 'The Asigocin
tion did address the Tientcnent-Governor on the inexpoediency of
the appoiniments at the time thoy were made, and I bog to lile »
oopy of the Assoolation's nddress on the subject datod 20Lh August,
1857, ’
President.] During the Tato disoussions on 1Indigo, have you
thought; ib your duty to form snd to express o cloar opinion ou the
soveral questions at issue, affecting {he welfare of o large portion of
the native population %—I have studied tho question with earo, and
have no doubt in stating that the preseni systom of Indige cultiva-
tion is injurious to the ryots m every way ; on all points avising oul
of these questions, I have formed definile opiniong which I havo
talcen every opportunity to express, On one point only I havo not
been able to foim an opinion, viz,, what are to be tho fuburo reln-
tions between ryot and planter. (vide p, 45, 48, 47, 1. O, Report.)

We have not space enough left to comment upon
and criticize the evidence of Hurish Chunder, »+ That
his demeanour as a wilness was bold, straightforward,
and respectful will be apparent to all who take the
trouble of reading the above extract. But the only
point'in his evidence which seems mysterioys Lo us is
his quibbling statement about his identity ds the
editor of the [lindoo Patriot. For what reasons,” he
vetled his editorship from the public we do not lcll\w,
but that was perhaps more owing 1o his official pOsi-
tion and to,the threatening attitude the planters
assutned towards him than to any want of candour on
his part. -~
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THE MISSIONARILES, TIIE FEW CIVILIANS, ARD
NATIVE GENTLEMEN AB I1IS CO-ADJUTORG~
IN TIIIE INDIGO CRISIS.

In this meagre sketch of the hero of the Indigo
crisis, we should be wanting in our duty, were we not
to allude to the valuable help rendered by these men to
the cause of the emancipation of the Indigo slaves, as
theryots were called at the time, in conjunction and co-
operation with the illustrious Hurish, The first and
foremost among the friends of the ryots was that noble
band of Christian missionaries to whose benevolent
exertions as pioneers of Knglish education in this
country, and as chief hourishers of the growih and de-
velopment of the vernacular Press in India we owe a
debt immense of endless gratitude, 1{ was these angc-
lic human beings, notably among them the late lament-
ed Reverend JamesLong, the Reverend C. Bomwetsch,
then a missionary of the C. M. Society at Santipur,
the late Rev., C, FH. Blumhardti, of the same
Socicty at Krishnaghur, the Rev. F. Schurr and
otheus,.casting aside all race prejudices, without fear
or favor, unswayed by any consideralion of friend-
ship, kinsmanship, or racial relationship, united in a
body, condemned in no uncertain *sound and langu-
age, the really reprehensible and ruthless course pur-
sued by the Indigo Planters of Bengal. Every student
of history’ must know, or at least is supposed Lo know,
howrthat sincere fricnd of Bengal peasants—-we mean
iha late Rev. James Long, was incarcerated in the

Presidgncy Jail of Caleutta for no other fault than
that, he, as a follower of Jesus of Nazareth, thought
it to be his prime duty to translate into English, the
great Bengall drama entitled the ¢ Neel Durpana” or
the “Mirror of Indigo Scandals, " which fhe late
Babw Dino Bondhu Miter wrole at the timg The
other missionaries, pariicularly the Rev. Mr, Bom.-

wctscl}ﬂ wrote a scries of scathing letiersio the /indoo
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Patriot, Pheonty, and ITurlfure, and denounced tho
-sanduct of the men of his own race. '
Then, were those lew noble-hearted civilians of qlﬁc}
bye-gone days, and prominent among therh were Sir
John Peter Grant, the late Sir Aﬁ!lley ILden, W,
|. Herschel, Esq.,, E. De Latour Esq, ¢. s, then
district Judge of the 24-Pergunahs, atd Mr. Totienham
now a High Court Judge of Calcutta, And these ho-
nest, upright civilians, without any political considdra-
tion, set a stern face against the wrong-doings of
the oppressors. It was Sir Ashley Iiden, be it record-
ed to his credit, who issued the famous FParwanwa from
the sub-district of Baraset, declaring to the ryots that
they were free agents, and that the cultivation of Indi-
go was quite optional with them, And at last we
find the few educated Native gentlemen who sup-
plied Hurish Chunder with authentic facts aboul the
Indigo oppressions, as his mufusil correspondents.
The late Babu Dino Bondhoo Miter, Babu Radhika
Prasuna Mukherjee, then Deputy-Inspector of Schools
at Nuddea, Babu Grish Chunder Bose, then a Police
Daroga of Krishnaghur, Mr, Mano Mohun Ghosg,
then a student of Krishnaghur, and several other
gentlemen anonymously wrote to the Hindoo Patriol,
on this all-absorbimg topic of the day,

HIS CIIARACTER,

Self-sacrifice and self-abnegation were . the graat
guiding principle and motto of his life.  All trough
out his magvellous but short career in life he made
tremendous’sacrifices for the sake of his countrynmen.
-His public career began in 1853 and came to an
abrupt dnd lamentable close in 1861 3 and within this
comparatively short period when the whole of India
passed through the fiery ordeal of a Revolution sccond
In importance”only to the ong of France, and when in
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Bengal, its millions of cultivators and land-holders
waged a regular crusade against the White Plapiess,-
it was this poor Brahmin clerk who made sapritice of
his time and money for the good of his mpther coun-
try.  DPor full eight years he conducted the [lmdoo
Patriot at a cost ruinous to himself without reward
or recompense from those whom he served so nobly.
Calculating the average cost of printing and publish.
ing ' this hebdomadal of small circulation at Rs,
too per mensem at the Jlowest, it  would
not be too much to say that Hurish Chundet
spent more than Rupees 10,000 for this purpose alone
within the short space of ‘8 years of his editorial life.
LEvery farthing of this money was saved with the ut-
most economy from his small earnings as a clerk, and
spent for conducting the journal for public good. Then
again during the Indigo crisis, he not only helped the
poor tyots, as he deposed before the I[adigo Come
mission, by drafting petitions and memorials for them,
but fed them, protected them, and befriended them i
every possible way. FHis house at Bhowanipur be-~
came an asylum for them, and they sung the rutal
ballad in great glee all over the wide fields of Bengal
that **One Hurish saved us while another IHurish
(a servant of an Indigo factory) killed.” Over and
above these, consider, genile reader! what tremendous
sacrifica hd made for these poor ryots ai the close of
his career. In 1860, some twelve months before his
fina} Aleparture from this world of sorrows, the Indi-
go, Planters instituted criminal and civil suits against
-him for, what he had written on behalf of the poor
rydts against the oppressions perpetrated upon -
them. He knew perfectly well that neither his country-
men nor the ryots would help him in the hour of trial,
Oue word of apology from him would have Fatisfied
the cpraged planters of Bengal, Yet he manfully stood
to his gun and refuscd-to recant his words, The con.
sequence wags that the Planters got a crce against

¥
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him from the Subordinate Judge of Alipury and*-his
use ‘was attached and put Lo the auctionect’s ham-
mer, lf this took place immediately after his death,
but he khdew all this before he shulfled off the mortal
coil. e died on the memorable day of 16th June,
186x, at the early age of 36, leaving liis widow,
mother and a brother as so many beggars in the
streets-of Bhowanipur, Lvery farthing Hurish Chun-
der spent in helping the ryots, and conducting his. pet
journal robbed his poor surviving mother and wife
of the provision he should have made for them;
and Hurish Chunder did this knowingly, for in his eyes
the claims of his countrymen and of the poor Indigo
serfs of Bengal upon him were held superior to those
of his surviving relatives. Gerntle reader! if this is
not self-sacrifice in its noblest and highest feature, we
do not know what it is, 'Hurish Chunder will live in
the pages of history as a great lover of his country
or his love stood the test and was found ge-
nuine, He sacrificed his self, his pleasures, peace,
comfort, health and what not at the altar of his
country. As long as the memory of the Mutiny and
the Indigo crisis will last, so long Hurish® will be
remembered as the benefactor of his country, and the
people of Bengal.will rue his untimely death in the
language of our Poet.

“Untimely did Hurish die, and Long was sent to
prison, and the golden Bengal was set on fire by blua
planters.” ‘ \ |

The following letter kindly addressed to us_by Babu Raj
Narain Bose of the Adi Brahmqo Somaj will throw further light-
on /the character of Hurish Chunder, K
ﬁ) ¢ Hurish was once travelling in a ratlway carviage with
2 friend  seated opposite ihe Dbench on which he was,
A militaty gentleman was on the bench on which Hurish sat
and strétohed forth his leg towards that on which H{lrishe’ﬂ
friend was, pleeing it close to his body, Hurish backoned him
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to come to the side on which ho sat.  On his doing the same;
lio' ccoupied hig friend’s seat om'the other side, and stratehed
hia leg towards the great son of Mars with the greatest :ﬁfﬁ}”?oﬁ
imaginable as'if he wore the Viceroy, or rathor b5 Governor-
Grenoral, theve heing no Vieoroy ab tho time, Tho mililary gen-
tleman went down from tho earvingo af the next station, mubber
ing: “ Let me be damned if X ever, enter a railway ocarviage
without n pair of pialols in my pocket,” ’ ‘

(2) Hurish being n practical man was still very fond of’
metaphysios and highly conversant wish that branch of know-
ledge. This was an astonishing trait of his mind. I had a
talle with him in 1859 about my “Dharma Tuttwa Dipika” or the
“ Lamp of Roligious Trath ” which is a highly metaphysical
work on ihe subject of the philosophy of religion, and very much
appreciated in Brahmo circles. On that oconsion lie fold me
that he did nob know that o man breaks down so onrly as
thivty-five (he wns of that age ab the time) in Bengal, but his
decline is to be attributed more to his free indulgonce in the
wine cup and bis excessive muental exerfion than to the climate
of our conntry.

(8) His gonorony office mastor (I forget his name, he was
o military gentleman) wanlod to it up the room in which he
workod during his office hours in & grand Style, but he modest-
ly deolined the kind offer saying ¢ The Bengaloo noeds vory

littlo jn the shapo of luxury, »
\ His mother was a very kind lady. She used'to cook witlh

her,own handg food for the poor ryots who freoly flooked fo
ﬂ@;ﬂ}’ﬂ‘houaﬁ to reprosont their grievances to, him, and he
ﬂffeiffgil hig agsistanco to thom vory liberally. ‘

(6) Some of his noighbours ab Bhowanipur wore yary jeas
lous of his succoss and used to say that it required bub & conge,
mon ﬂﬁnck of allainments bo edit a newspaper, Alag |+ {icy were
ignoraht what & giant they had in their midat, v ‘

(&) Anglo-Indians ab the bime of the Mubigy used to abuse
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the najived vory grossly end Sharaclovised bholr gonduch g
“Astatic.perfidy.” ILurish silenced them with » spicy re-
et the Iindoo Patriot, “Jesus was an Asiatio,”

(7) “Diwish was & Brahmo in his roligion,”

The late Babu Ram Gopal Ghose paid the {ol-
lowing tribute of praise in his speech at his memorial

meeting held on the 12th July 1861
“ He had the honour of the acquainianee of Tlurish Ohupﬂm:
Mookorjen for the last-10 yoors. Tho firsh time he mot him, i
shruck him that ho was angan of lntent genins which was juab de-
veloping itself, And his gonius did develope itgelf most remark-
ably. His connection with the British Indian Association did it
an immense deal of good. The resignation of Babu Progonnp Coo-
mar Tagara left g gap which was ably filled by Hurish Chunder,
o (the spesker) had been » good denl acoustomed to committee
work, and had noticed that members of a commifiee woro
naually divided into two sections, ong of which did the work and
the other merely conowrred and Hurish belonged to the formar,
He never complained of work, candle light, or no candle light,
Asg the edifor of the Hindoo Patriot he rondered invaluable sore
viges to the cause of native amelioration and advancemant,
When that paper was firsh started, o great gquostion came
under discussion, namely, the Charter Act, In tho elucidabion
of that measure he took an active and prominent pavt. Subse-
quently when the Mutiny broke out, the Pam‘:;{ proved ot
once source of strength both fo the country and to the State.
They were all aware, and they could not shut thein eyes £ the
fach, that that enormous evil had crealed = groat antagonistio
feoling betweerl the fwo mations, He would say as it
* possible on thnb brritating subjest, but he could nol help Ea'ﬁ;g,
that here their friend stemmed the tido with & beld front, and
ab the sarme time endeavoured in every possible way to promote
allegiance'to the Crown throughout the land, He adinirad
the singleness of the purpose to which ho was devotedw—s
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singleness .which ho belioved wag deop scated and un-
wavoling, | |

All hig time wos taken up in wriling petitions and- cnlhng
upon'his woalthy friends to advocate the cause of th pnor That
wag & bright, brait in his character. Now  thal ho was gone,
it bohoved them to do sometlhing (o parputunt:} his momory,
In o couniry like this, and undor a CGlovernmeoné such as they
liad, it was impossible to expoct native talont and nalive go-
niug Lo bo apprecinted and promoted. They were nol living
in & frec counbry; or under a ropreseaiailve government, llo
did not find fault with tho exigling rule ; perhaps it was the
best they could have under prosent eireninstances ; butb with an
exclusive Civil Sorvice and no outlot for career ihere was no
gtimulus to exertion, It was therefore extraordinary, that a
man of ITurish Chunder’s circumstances, could have done so
much ag he did, On one oceasion il was proposed that they
should depute a special native agent to Iingland., Hurish was
consulted, and they all thought he was the besi person whom
thoy could depute. Ile did make up his mind and he would
have gone, Lind not, as they wore all aware, social ties and soocial
customs prevented his doing so. Thab pondorouns machinery—
caghe—-has unforfunately been a bar to their improvomont and
advoncomont, and owing (o that misclilovous clog ho was
obligod to forogo a career which would have lod him on to fame
and forbung, The good government of his country was always
upperniost in his thoughts, and he made tho promotion of it
his life work. ITe could nob find words Lo describe how
thorqughly devoted was Iurish to make himse)f nsoful to his
oghiry. Iis pecunimy ciroumstances woro not of a very.,
choefing charactor. Though an unprofossional mansand not a
Rogulation lawyer, his intolligenco and his remarkable pene-
tration would have made him a fivst rato pleader in ‘tho "Suddor
Cowrt, He (the speakor) had once urged him to fellow the
ling of husiness, ho himsclf had been ongagoegh in for the last




94  LIFROF HURISH OMUNDER MUI{HEHJF

| 30 years Iu 1epIy Hurish lmtl anid tlmh his magter (hd did
LLqb know the name of tho donbloman) had boon Iind to hifh,
(the spoukor was informed that it was Colonel Olmmpuﬂyﬂ) angl
that if he wlug to follow the business of a lnwyer or n morchant,
‘he would have to dgvote all his time to his dosk. » “ I have,”

‘added he, “no money to givo ; only my ime and my labour.”
;lthe reply, was characteristic ; it ab onca gpoke the man.

" Mr. Montriou hore mlatad in corroboration of the teabmmny |
bmne by Baboo-Ramgopal Ghoso to the deliberation, and self-
aacuﬁcmg character and htbits of Hurish Chunder, A. circums-
tance which occurred some years ago, when an honorable -and
j,Iunmtwe _but secondary  position' was of‘fmed o him in con-

‘iection with the public press, and the speaker had pomtad out

that; having created a field and a kingdorm for himself (viz, ‘nha o

"Hzndau ‘Patriot) he should not forsake it to become even the
prime minister of another sovereign, and that s day, aftarwa,rdﬂ .
Hourish Clhiander accosted him with the phrase—fyou have con-

”quemd’-—and he accordingly remmned at his post. The spe&l:m |
remarked, that Hunah Chunder was not, as many have been,
made by or for an oceagion; he was equal to all ogeasions,
Those - who anm ved him- nlusaly, could not but aclcnmﬂedga,'
thﬂ.{-. hm superlorlty was intringie, and mua{; have shown itigelf
ﬂﬁ any-time and in any pluca: “If you plant an onk in‘a garden |
';_-__of oucumbers, ip w111 ﬁtlll SIOW UP an 08k fmd Bpm&d ulufh 1&3

_?I-;_",branuhes. -
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LIFE OF BABU SHYAMA CHURN SIRKAR, THF-
AUTHOR OF BYABASTHA DURPANA."
BYABASTHA CHANDRIKA "~ -
AND OTHER WORKS,

CHAPTER 1.
" HIS BIRTH AND PARENTAGE.

- Thelife of this great Brahmia sc¢holar and eminent. -
jurist is pregnant with wvaluable lessons which -
every Indian student ought to lay to heart and profit - -
‘by. I in the pages of European biographical litera- . :
~ ture, hosts of eminent men are to be found who have.
risen from low circumstances in life to the proud -
position of a scholar, lawyer, and jurist, we have our
own Shyama Churn who, from dire poverty rose toa -
very high position in the service of the Governiment,
and achieved great renown as a scholar of no ordinary
repute. Like every self-made man, he had to pass =
through the “apprenticeship of difficulty,” 'privations -
and poverty which called forth all his latent powers
and energies, chastened and disciplined him to rise as

“a great man, | B o
- Babu Shyama Churn Sirkar was born in March
1814, not-in his own ancestral village of Mamjoani,
situated on the river Matkhablianga (otherwise called’
Churai) in the district of Nuddea, but in the town of
Purneah, where his father Babu Hur Narain Sirkar -
(aliags Hur Chunder) held the office of Dewan "of the
Edtate of Rani Indravaty. The little beautiful village
of Mamjoani is situated, some seven .miles to the’
south-east corner of the town of Krishndghur, the
head-quarters of the Nuddea District. The family -
title * Sirkar " (Superintendent, or Dewars, a %itle
of respect bestowed on a person of high rank) is said
- to have been conferred upon his ancesgers who serv~ -

F
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ed with distinction under the Newab Nazims of
. Moorshedabad, His great-grand-father Babu Roma-
kanf™ Sirkar migrated from Krishnaghur and
settled ﬁ\%amjoani: While Shyama Churn was only
five years old, his father came to Caleutta as Dewan
of one Mr, Charles Reid, a Durasian Zemindar of
Purneah and there died of carbuncle, His fathes
was a man of great liberality, and like every pious
Hindu of those days, spent almost every thing he had
earned in charity and religious performances, and
left very little for the support of his‘ poor widow and
his only son Shyama Churn, On his death-bed, some
friends enquired of him, “‘what would become of your
son?” and he replied like a pious Hindu : “What!
Is there no God ? ‘The same God who has provided
for me would watch over and bless my son.” And
the forebodings of the father were fulfilled to the
very letter. Almighty God blessed Shyama Churn
with an iron constitution, indomitable couragre, oreat
patience, and presence of mind, apcl above all an un-
conquerable will to struggle with the bitterest cip.
cumstances in life ; and he succeeded, by exercise of
these manly virtues, to become one of the most djs-
tinguished men of Bengal, What ljttle competence
the fathér left to the family, was lost through success-
ive robbeties committed in their house., In those days
of the unsettled period of British administration, secu-
ity of life and property was unknown to the rurgl po-
pulation of Bengal, Under these adverse circumstances,
it is no wopder that the poor little boy Shyama Chuen
and his mother led a very miserable existence, -

CHAPTER II.
HIS BDUCATION

I:Iis*education, as a matler of.course, was neglected,
for inthose days schools for education were not to



IS TBARLY TIBRLL 07

be found in rural circles except in the great towns of
the different districts of Bengal, The boy, therefore,
remained in complete ignorance, till the memorable
14th year of his age. It was at this time, 11 is said,
he accidentally came to the great hisforic town
of Krishnaghur, and remained there with one IMuro
Chutider Sirkar, a relation of his, IHuro Chunder,
though not in affluent circumstances took pity en the
poor-boy, allowed him 1o remain in his house, and cn-
couraged him to study Persian, the language of the
Courts, the courtiers, and the e/itt of the community
at the time. This was the initial turning point in the
famous career of Shyama Churn. At that time, theve
was a great Persian scholar by the name of Babu Sree
Nath Lahiry, an uncle of the renowned moral man of
Bengal,—we mean Babu Ram Tonoo Lahiry of Krish-
naghur ; and 1t was this great Hindu Moulvi, taking
compassion upon poor Shyama Churn, consented to
give him a gratuitous education in Persian. In those
dark days, learned savanss like Babu Sreenath Lahiry
used to take great delight in imparting an eleemosy-
nary cducation to poor boys, The educated people had
not known yet how to make a trade of the profession
of teaching., The poor recipient of this gratuitous
education shewed all the necessary qualities of
a studeni—ithe qualities of earnestness, application,
patience, and industry—in acquiring an clementary
knowledge.of that language., Pundnama was the first
clementary book that he read, and within a few months
finished it. He then obtained a manuscript copy of
Gulisten from a neighbour, and copied. it out for
his use’ He borrowed books from the sons of
the rich Chowdhry Zemindar families 6f Krish-
naghur and copied them out with his own hand.
and tead them very carefully, The telatives and
rich neighbouring friends of the well-known “Lahiry
and Chowdhry familics no doubt took gredt pity
on him and somctimes asked him to edinner, Dut
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the young boy then growing into manliood, had
. scarcely sufficient food in a day, and in order Lo sustain
himsclf, and to appease his appetite whettened by hard
labour, he had to live regularly on soaked gram which
he regulaeltvy took as his tiffin. Sweetmeats, of which
our school-boys &re so much very fond, and for the
vegular supply of which they sometimes mulct their
guardians, were rare things to poor Shyama Churn,
In those days of so-called uncivilized state of Ilindu
society, such luxuries were not only beyond the reach
of those who were wtll-to-do, butl could be scarcely
had in Bazars, either for love or money, unless spe-
cially ordered for. In those days of inartificial life,
Hindu boys used to take their beliyful of rice, and
baked rice mixed with goo» or mollasses as tilfin, But
such was the indigent and doleful circumstance in which
Providence placed young Shyama Churn, that even
rice in sufficient quantity he could not get. In this
state he remained for full six years at Krishnaghur,
prosecuting his studies with the Hindu sgpenz Babu
oreenath Lahiry., It was during this period he came in
contact with Babu Ram Tonoo Lahiry whose  paternal
 dwelling house was situated close to the house of his
relative Huro Chunder Sirkar, The friendship thus
contracted proved a boon to him in his after life, as we
shall relate hereafter. It may not be amiss here (o
mention that when Shyama Churn in prodess of (ime
became a rich man, he, as a mark of deep gratitude to-
wards his old master, provided his son Omesh Chun-
der Lahiry with a suitable employment in the Caleptta
High Court, and paid regularly stated sums of money
to the widow and children of his deceased tutor. He
used to read day and night, never giving a moment’s
_rest to his mind and body, Hisassiduity, coupled with
simplicity, soon won the love of the neighbours. At
night ‘he had not the means of providing a oil-
lamp for himself, and so he went to the house 6f the
Chowdries agd read in their doitwkhanas, For want
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of 'authentic information on this subject ‘which,
it'is now impossible to obtain, any attempt on our part
to give a faithful description of the vissicitudes of
fortune, the 'sufferings and sacrifices made by this
intelligent youth, can not bui prove abortive.

CIIAPTER IIL.

IIIS MIGRATION TO CALCUTTA,

It was not till his twentietlf year that he came
down to Caleutta in search of an employment, Mr.
Charles Reid, the Eurasian Zemindar and his father's
employer, happened to reside at Kidderpur, and it
was this gentleman who employed him as a Munshi,
on a salary of Rs, 10 per mensem for the manage-
ment of certain suits he had been carrying on as an
agent in the late Sudder Dewany Court. The dis-
tress of his family consisting of his mother and sisters,
now reached its culminating point, The family had
hitherto lived upon the ‘charity of the Maharajah of
Bejoygobind of Purneah, but for reasons not known to
us, the scanty monthly allowance was discontinued at
this time, And we can easily imagine to what a
pitiable condition the family  was reduced solely
relying upon the precarious incomie that accrued
from the few liphas of lakderaj lands, they had in
Momjoani: The boy struggled on and made a
persistent eflort to improve his condition but to no
purpose.  After serving Mr. Charles Reid for a year
or 50 scruples of conscicnce made him sever his con-
nexion With his Master under the followine circums-
tance, Mr. Charles Reid dismissed onc'uMQni Lal
Khotp his trcasurer, from his service, and this dis-
misscil servant brought a suit against his elpploygt
for arrcars of pay. Babu Shyama Churn was cited
s a wilness in the case, and lest he should be lempi-
ed to give a false evidence in the case,%in f{avour of
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his master, it is said that he gave up his appointment.
Whether he voluntarily did so, or uader some sort of
compulsion, it is impossible now to ascertnin, e
now found himself utterly helpless without any ong (o
back him. *Calcutta was then a veritable Golgotha,
especially for a stranger (o live in without the help of
friends. It was at this time he dntroduced himself
to his. good friend Babu Ram Tonoo Lahiry and
his two younger brothers Babu Kally Churn.and
Sree Prosad who were then prosecuting  their studies
in the Hindoo College, Babu Ram Tonoo was then
a senjor scholar, drawing a stipend from the IHindoo
College, Kind-hearted as. these brothers were by
nature, and perhaps from a Hindu feeling of love
towards this poor neighbour whose ancestors were
held in high esteem by them, Babu Ram Tonoo
allowed him to remain in his lodgings, The bio-
grapher who is himself a son-in-law of these Lahiry
brothers (Babu Sree Prosad’s) has heard an anecdote
from his revered uncle-in-law, DBabu Kally Churn
Lahiry, regarding the behaviour of poor Shyama
Churn as their gratuitous co-lodger.  These brothers
used to cook their own food and manage other
domestic business themselves, as they were too
poor to pay for the luxury of having a cook
and a servant under them. Poor Shyama Churn
and these Lahiry brothers used to do all these busi-
ness by turns, Shyama Churn being thena young
man of about 21, with a robust and an iron' consti-
tution used to fetch water in large earthen pots
(or Kuls2s ), one on his head and the ‘other on "his
loins from the very tank in College Square} round
which, our -University graduates and school-boys take
their evening constitutional in every fashionableistyle.
~ Boys Kally Churn and Sree Prosad, being yet in
their téens, used to accompany Shyama Churn—the
drawel' of water~—with smaller earthen pots to help
him, Whatehe did afterwards we describe in the
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words of the Indian Mirror, of the 13lh December,

1879 t— .
“This young goniloman (Babu Ram Tonoo) with charactoristic

kinduess provided Shama Churn with accommodation in his own
lodgings and advisad him to onguge in the study of lnglish, to
which he still furiher stimualated by the atquaintance he then
formod with such ihlelligont, and enlightencd [frionds and
collego-follows of Babu Ram Tonu, as the lale Babu Ram
Gopal Ghoso, Babu Poary Chand Mitlra, and other gentlemon,
Shama Churn was about 21 years of, age when he began fo
loarn tho alphabol and rudiments of the Tnglish language,
I'eeling, however, that it wag incumbent on him o make some
provision for the support of his poor mother and sisteis in hig
notive village, Shama Churn, besides supplying his wants
and prosecubing his sindies, songht oul, in the course of his
avoning wallks on the maidan, then, as now, the resort of the
elite of Cnloutta, such genllomon as were likoly to ongage his
servicos as n Munshi, or Pundit, in learning the vernacular
languagos of Indip, In this way, he was forlunate enough in
soouring o fow pupily. About this timo too he was engaged by
the lato M. P 5, D"Rozario, tho booksellor, to translate inlo
Bengali and” Undu & v pockel dictionary wlnc-h Mz, (now Sir)
Charlos Treyolyan wished to bo published in the Roman charact-
or. Ilis services as o Munshi or Pundit woro rocomumonded by
tho latd Babu Ram Gopal Ghose to many Jluropean morcans
iilo pontlemen whe woro desirons of loarning tho Native
languages on their first arival in this country, Shama Churn's
lnbour connocled with tho Dictionary brought him into
confadt with Sir Charles Trovelyan, who appointed him as his
own Munshi, and employed him in the proparation of sevoral
Urdn works, printed in tho Roman charncter, Alhough  hig
limo wasg so engrossod with work after his arrival. :m ('J&.lcuﬁtn,
Shame Churn continued his study of tho Persian and "Urdu
languages undor Moulvi ‘Abdur-Iuhim of Dolhi, who was re-
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garded ag tho bosl Porsinn and Urda scholnr of sho duy, * bub
who had’ tnfortunatoly como to bo lookoed upon by the Mussl-
mansas Defriah, or an nvhoist, i consequoneo of iy disholiol

of tho prophet.”

SIIYAMA CUURN AS A PUNDIT IN TIHE CALCUTTA
MADRASSA )

“Tn July, 1887, shortly before Siv Charles Travelyan’s roburn
to Hngland, Shame Ohurn, was appointed Pundit of the Cal-
cutta Madrassa, whare ho attended from 6 to 10 A Iloro
he continued to serve for about six years, during which poriod
he studiod Arabie under two of the besi professors of that Ins-
titubion, namely, Moulvi Ghayasuddin, the thon Ilead FPro-
fossor, and Moulvi Abdur-Ruhim of Lucknow, professor of
Arabie, both of tho Madrassa With a view to the proscou-
tion of his Knglish studies, he fried to boe admitbted into the
Hindu College ; but his age proving a bar to his admission,
he joined the old St. Xavier’s College, where he was teught
Latin, Greek and French, in addition to English, besides taking
lessons in Italian privately, Having intermediately passed the
prescribed examination in the Fort William College, he used to
+ give lessons in Persian, Urdu, Hindi, and Bengali, {o young
Civil Servants on thelr srrivalin this country. Afler lving
for about two years with his friend; Babu Run Tonn Lahiry,
Shama Churn found he wag able to support himsclf, and ho
accordingly engaged soparate lodgings at Thunthunuia, whencg
he went daily*io the Madrassa st 6 A. y., and al 10 A. M, to tho
St. Xaviar's College, where he remained #ll 4 r, »r. Trom this
nour till 8 or §p.M, he atbended to his pupils. To fulfil thioso
angagem‘auiﬁ he nnderwent the most severo privations, It *lvug
ilﬁpnsfih]ga bo-geb a fresh coocked meal at the enrly hour he loft

home,  For saven long yemrs, Sundays excopted, Shama Churn
ate one regular meal at night, made n ropast of Native hands
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bredd, cookaed over-night, with o little buttor, at dawn, and then
went out for the day with hiy pockots full of dry gmin which
ho munched for his iiffin, At timos, in tho absenco of a eook,
he was forced to content himsolf with o menl cmlmﬂbmg of &
proparatior of only milk and {flour. His loyo of knowledge was
go intonse and absorbing thal ho practised a sclf-denial, which
would have done eredit to an anchorite, In ovdor that no part
of the day mighi pass unprofitably, he even sel apart the time
occupied in walking to and from his work to the mastory of tho
grammars of tho different languaghbs he wag studying ; and
during his whole career al Collego he allowod himself only two
or three hours at nighl for sléop. The Sunday of evory woek
was longingly looked forward to by him as an opportunity for
{aking the rest, so much needed o proserve his health | and
henco, he long enlled Sunday “ the happy day” To be neat
his work, he subsquontly removed o Tolbolah, where, in time,
he built his comfortable honse. In 1842, ho was appointed
Socond Tinglish Toncher in the Government Sanskyit College
on o salary of Rs, 70 per monsem, ITers, with the assistance of
the sevaral learned Pundits ailtached to tho Institution, he
continued to prosceute his studics in Sanskrit of which ho
had nlready acquired somo knowledge.”

With Pundit Ishur Chunder Bydyasagur he read
Dya Krama Shungraha written by Sreekrisio Turko-
lunkar, « After the school hours he began to read
Sanskrit literature and Grammar with Grish Bidya-
rutna, Gupga Dhur Turkobagish, and Prem Chand
l‘uxl{obﬂgmh all Professors of the said College. The
well-known Sanskrit savant Pundit Joy Narain Tur-
kolunkar taught him some parts of Sdven Upani-’
shads, S*unamasha Britti, and Sankaracharjit’s Sarixik

Bhashya,
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CHAPTLER 1V,

ms CAREER IN THE IIIGII COURT,

“In 1848, Shama Churn was recommendod by tha ITon’blo
C. 1L Onmewn, President of the Council of luduention, to the
notice of Mr, Charles Tuckor, Chiof Judgo "of the lnte Buaddor
Court, Being impressod favourably with Shama Churn’s abi-
lities and noquirements, My, Tuckor adyised him 1o act ng hiy
Poghkar for two years, in vrdor that he might bocomo fully
acquainted with the working of the Court, and promised to givo
him, ab the expiry of that timo, tho sunud of a Pleador, for
which Shama Churn had asked on his first inlroduciion,
Shama Churn accepted Mr. Tuoker’s advice, and went on work-
ing as a Poshkar, reading misbs and diawing rubuluries, Ce,
in Urdu and Bengali. Befors the oxpiry of the two yoavs, ill-
henlth compelled Mr. Tucker to go to the Capo, and ho was
succeeded in the Court by Mr. John Dunbar, who, finding
‘some difficulty in disposing of his work, asked Shama Chun
for his assistance as much as possible. In these circumgtancos,
Shamsa Churn hegan making translations of the records of cases
for disposal ; and these branslations were found so groal a con-
venience and advantage in the transactions of business, that the
practice became almost general in the Court. With .tho sane-
tion of Liord Dalhousie, the then Gﬂvm‘nthr'mmrM, M. John
Russel Colvin, the Chief Judge of the Sudider Court, appoint-
ed in 1850 Shama Churn Translator to tho Courd on & salary
of Rs, 400 per mensem, Tho pracéise of tr ansl&tmg tho rocords
of suits was aubﬂequent.ly initoduced for the first, timo, and tho
post of tranglator was eroated in every district Judge's Courb
in Bﬁng&ﬂ To Shama Churn is, therefore, duo {le GMMIlL1 for
this dmpow.ant improvemont in t]ua working of the Swdder n,nrl
Zillsh Comrts. The reform has been allowed the fullost «and
freest‘: soope undﬂrghe present High Court, InJ wne, 1857, he
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was promobed from the Tmnalniurship Lo the post of Chiof
Intorpreter of tho lale Supremo Court,

SHHYAMA CHURN AS TIHE CIHIER INTERPRETER OF
THE HIGH COURT.

In June, 185%, he was promoted from the Trans-
latorship to the post of Chief Interpreter of the late
Supreme Court in the place of Mr, Aviot who died at
the time ; but some objections having been raised to
the appointment, Shyama Churn, at the request of Sir
James Colville, the Chief Justice, produced certificates
of character from the Judges of the late Sudder Court
and from the late Sir Rajah Radha Kant Dev Baha-,
dur, Babus Prosunno Cumar Tagore, Ram Gopal
(xhose, and Ramaprasaud Roy, whereupon those ob-
jections were set aside, The implicit confidence of the
Judges which Shyama Churn enjoyed as Chief Inter-
preter of the late Supreme Court, t{:ll}r justified his ori-
ginal selection for the appointment. This was the first
time, we believe, when the post of the Chief Interpreter
was conkerred upon a native, When the post fell va~
cant, he made enquirics from the late Babu Prasuna
Kumar Tagore whether it would be thrown open to
the Natives or not, Being assured in the alfirmative,
he prepared himself for it and stood first among the
twelve competitors chielly coniposed of Luropeans.
Thus, the "credit of taking away one of the lucrative
appointments from the hold of Europeans belongs to
Shyama Churn, It 1s said that Babu Prosuna Kumar
recommended him several times, to Sir Jamhes Colville,
the then Chief Justice in general terms of praise, The
Judges of the Supreme Court were so much pleased
with the efficient and satisfactory discharge of, thé’
duties of the new post, that they allowed him toscharee
a commission fee of two gold mohurs per day, Wﬂ
he would be required to go out of Court to take"Evi-
dence in a case, ’
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An amusing anccdote is related of him, in connex-
ion, with the efficiency he displayed in this post. On the
first day (in July) when he took his appolintment, a
Jew appeared in a ease, but his language the other
inlerpretery and the lawyers could not understand.
Shyama Churn'was then sent for by the Chicf Justice,
and a free conversation took place between the Jew
and Shyama Churn in Persian, and the difficulty of the
Court was thus got over. '

One more anecdote in this connexion which is as
interesting as the above. One day, when he 'was in-
terpreting in Arabic what a party in a suit had to say,
the Counsel for the defence represented to the Court,
that Babu Shyama Churn had misinterpreted the mean-
ing of a certain Arabic word, The learned Counsel
moreover mentioned the name of a Moulvi who inter-
preted it otherwise, Thereupon Shyama Churn with
characteristic boldness said that Moulvi was the pupil
of his own pupil and indignantly refused to hear the
version of the learned Counsel. For the decision of the
mooted point, the case was adjourned, that day, and on
the next day, the learned Counsel apologized to Shyama
Churn for what he had said.

Such was the boldness and independence of Babuy
Shyama Churn, as the Chief Interpreter of the High-
est Court in the land. The Chief Justice used to say
often times that * Shyama Prosad and Roma Prosad
were the real Maliks (owners) of the supreme. Court,”
That Babu Shyama Churn was highly respected both
by the Bench and the Bar—nay, indeed, by all clagses
of people, for his learning, ability, honesty and integrit :
is a fact which does not admit of any doubt, Arter};j
distinguishied career in the High Court,—a career
- which sheds lustre not only on his own sacred mex;mr
but alsg on the nation to which he belonged, he retire{i

on a pension of Rs. 300 per mensem in the beginning
of fanuary, 1873. ’
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CHAPTER V.

BABU SIIYAMA CIIURN AS A TAGOREL
LAW-PROTFTESSOR, ‘

The Tagore Law-Professorship, with an annual
honorarium of Rs 10,000, is, according to the terms of
the bequest of the late Babu Prusuna Kumar Tagore,
who made an endowment of 3 lacs of rupees for the
creation of this Professional Chair in the Calcutta Pre-
sidency College is thrown open to public competition.
In those days, this and similar other high appointments
in the Education Department had to be filled up by
scholars indented from Europe, as no qualified native
could be found, competent enough to hold them. To
Babu Shyama Churn Sirkar is due, therefore the sole
credit of snatching away such a prize appointment from
the field of European competition, Since the creation
of this Chair, European Jurists and Barristers-at-law
had hitherto held the appointment ; and when Shyama
Churn stood as a candidate, in 1872, Mr, Cowell, Mr.
Piffard,’and Mr, Goodeve, Barrisiers-at-Law. conlest-
ed his claims. The question of eligibility to the post
was nol, as is now too often the case, between a Na-
tive and Native but between Europeans and Natives,
Europeans had a prestige of their own while the Na-
tive had none, Under these circumstances, Shyama
Churn the Native Jurist ventured to oust the Euro-
peans from the Chair for the first time in the history of
the Calcuttd University. He was first selected for the
post by the Faculty of Law, and the Senate afierward
ratified the selection. Itis said by his son.Babu Dep
Nath Sirkar that on the day when the Senase of the
Calcutta University met together in 1872, at the Town:
Hall, Babu Shyama Churn sent him to bring 2n eatly
news of the result of that day’s meeting. Sir Lharles

Hobhouse, the then Law Member of the Supreme
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Legislative Council, and Mr, Montriou of the Calcutta
Bar {ought tooth and nail for the bestowal of this ap-
pointment upon Shyama Churn. He held this appoint-
ment in 1873, and as the result of his learned dlsqum:-_
tion on Mahomedan Law of Inheritance for the Sumz
and Sk sects respectively, he published two big
volumes of his learned lectures on that subject,

CHAPTER IV.
HIS LITERARY WORKS,

In those days of the pre-University period, when
ecucation was in its infancy, and when there was no
stimulus or demand for books prepared by native
scholars, it was not to be expected of Babu Shyama
Churn that he should devote his time solely to writing
books, He had to work his way up afler a greav
struggle, and not being master of his own time', he
had not the learned leisure for too many literary
works, While he was a tutor or a (Munshi) in the
Fort William College, he wrote in 1840 we believe,
at the request of Mr, E, T. Marshall, the then Sce-
retary to the said College, an Anglo-Bengali Grammar
entitled  Introduction to the Bengali Language " for
the use of the civilian students of Bengal who sadly
stood in need of such a bhook, To quote the, words
of the author in his first preface to the book * the
work contains a Grammar not only of the Bengali
but of those words of the Sanskrit and other languages
already in tise, and capable of being used in Bengalj,
with copious notcs explanatory of idiomatic nfceties,
arg the proper application of words.” For this work,
he got aereward of Rs. rooo from the Government, It
was at this time that the venerable Pundit Ishur Chun-
der Vidyasagur published his “Besal Puncha Bingshats
for the use of these civilians studying in the Fort
W1111a;11; Colle%e, Calcutta, His next work ¢ Gram-
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ma ll,__‘ _Bengali” was published in 1267 correspond-
ing with 1861 A, ». This work he undertook at the
request of the Honb'le Drinkwater Bethune, one of
the greatest well-wishers of Native cgucation in
India, These were his minor works and arc now out
of print, But the best cristalized product of his master
mind and which could well stand comparision with a
European work of the same nature was lis Byabastia
Durpana. It was at the suggestion of Sir James
Colville in 1850, he undertook to write these two
Volumes of books which will serve as an everlasting
monument of his patience, perseverance, tadustry and
legal Jearning. The first' part of the Byabastha Dur.
pana, containing 68o pages of royal octavo size
was given oui to the world in 1859, In his preface to
the first edition of this volume, he acknowledges that
he derived great help from the late Babu Prasunna
Kumar Tagore, Mr. W. Montriou Barrister-at-Law,
and Pundit Bharat Chunder Siromony, the then Pro-
fessor of IHindoo Law in the Sanscrit College, The
second volume of the Digest of Hindoo Law dealing
with marriage, Streedlone, adoption, exclusion from
inheritancc and caste system, containing 983 pages
was published in a subscquent year,  This truly 4fag-
num opus, this repertory of IHindoo Law which hag
been bequeathed to his countiymen, does notstend in
need of praisc at our hands, L.earned jurists hoth of
this country and of Europe have praised it in terms
of the highest praise.

. His next.great work is his Vyabastha Clundrifa con~
taining 660 pages was publiched in the'year 1887, I
is a Digest of the Hindoo MittaKsiyara law as currgal, .
in the Schools of Mithila, Benares, Maharashtra, And
Dravira. The first volume of this work in English,
Sanskrit and Urdu was published in 1848 and thg se-
cond partin a subsequent year, For the publigation of
this great work, the late Moharajah Komul Krishna

1

Deb Bahadur of Sova Bazar, Calcutth, helped _him
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“ematerially”’ with money, Puodit Hurish Chunder
. Kapirutna, additional Profegsor of Sanscrit in the Pre-
- sideficy helped him in correcting his proof sheets, .Be-
sides these works, he wrote other works of minor im-

portange, D

HIS CHARACTER,

7 Shyama Churn was a man of great scholarship, a
sound-lawyer, well rdad in Hindu shastras and a lin-
.guist of no mean repute. He knew nine different lan-
.guages, Viz, Bengali, English, Sanskrit, Persian, Ara-

bigy Urdy, Hindi, Greek, and Latin, and the knowledge
“racquired by him in these classics and dialects, he was
~not indebted for, to any school-master or to a school
or academy of any kind, He was his own school-mas-
' ter, his strong will-power was his best teacher, and the
- dire poverty of his life was his best training ground,
. He began to study English at the advanced age of a1
~swhen our academicians of modern days come out full-
-fledged out-of the University, and yet what aré their
~dttainments compared to those of this self-cultured
- Byahmin as_reflected in the pages of his memorable

~works on Hindu Shastras. Early:deprived of the pro-

- tection of a kind Hindu father, he roamed about in the -
streets of Krishnagur with Gulistan in his arm-pit, and
~had to assuage pangs of hunger and fatigue with soak-
'ed-gram, half a sheer in quantity, admixed sometimes
-with a little salt or ginger of common quality. During -
i_:..-%}_;s-{fi;rs_t;appmrance.in the Metropolis itself; far, prior
. By the time of Lord Bentinck, hé used to do the busi-
_”?;!?ﬁﬁs-,’c?f a ‘'drawer of water” as we have already  des-
~eribed, butamidst this crushing poverty and tiresome
:“-j;-.-;ibu_js;g‘qe_is'stm used to go to the late Babu Peary Chand
Miter and Ramgopal Ghose to learn Eunglish fiom
“them, ‘For full seven years, while he was a Munshi in

[RF T

‘the Caleutta Madrassa, his eldest boy Babu Deno -
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- Nath assures ug distinctly, he had no regular meala
day and slept at night for a short time of three houts -
only, With the dawn of day, Shyama Churn roséfrom
his' bed, took his morning ablution, and a few chapaties
prepared the night before, and having done his duties
in the Calcutta Madrassa, he walked to Dum Dum to
- teach some- Burepean Military gentlemen residing
there and had to come back to town to .attend to his
duties at the Fort William College, With the setting
sun, his - Herculean task for the day cameé to a close,
~and poor Shyama Churn had to‘come back tohislodg-
ing, to prepare his own food with his hand, then to
partake of it and after taking alittle rest, read his books. -
-and went to bed at midnight, In this wise he struggl-
ed on with poverty till at last he conquered it,. -
- Nurtured in the lap of cold adversity, he knew
what a misfortune it was to be poor, and his sympathy
for the helpless and the distressed was as strong as
~ever. When after a hard struggle in life, fortune smils
ed on him, he :spent money like water-to benefit the. -
poor. In his own native vil}l’agé_as well ‘as in his resi- -
dence at Taltolah in Calcutta he was pretty often seen’;
taking a rupturous delight in feeding the poor and:giv- -
ing' . pecuniary assistance to the helpless widows, or<"
phans, and students. To the learned Sanskrit pundits -
and Moulovis of Bengal, from whom he receiveda gra-
‘tuitous éducation in classics, his ‘respect and ‘bounty
were unstinted, " Year after year he spent large sums of -
money in helping them without making any fuss about
(t. Ile was courteous and affable to al%rancl. his-amiabi-
lity, his urbanity and suavity of character won the ress,
‘pect of all classes of people. And he was a gentlenyén
in the highest sense of the term, Possessédof a sting’
physique and robust frame of body and mind} he was a
- .voracious eatet, more than halfa seer of rice.with'a pro- -
portionate quantity of vegetables,dal, and milk being
necessary for his mid-day dinner. Weé had:the honor
~of serving under him: as the head-mastay’ of hig B n glish
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School which he maintained for more than 15 years in
his own village of Mamjoani al a monthly cost of Ra.
100 per mensem togive gratutious education o the boys
of the neighbouring poos; and we saw hinvwork at his
desk for full swelve hours from morning till twilight, He
nevernslept during the day and used o hathe twice dai-
ly. He died in the month of September 1882 at the ad-
vanced age of 67, leaving his only son and a widow and
a large clrcle of friends to mourn his loss. And he was in
the full enjoyment of vigour till disease put an end to
his valuable life. Reading and writing became his se-
cond nature, and we never found him to pass his time
in idle enjoyment. Innocent recreations he no doubt
enjoyed, but he hated all frivolities and vain pleasures.
His pursuit in lifc was highly intellectual, and the cul-
tivation of his mental powers kept pace with the de-
velopment of his moral faculties, IHe was of a dark
complexion, stalwart and strongly built, with round
face, brilliant eyes and large foreliead.

He was abstemious in his habit and never adopted
English dress and mode of living., He was a Hindu
among the Hindus, a very dean ideul of a I1indu gentle-
man. Comte de Buffon used to say that * Genius is
patience”; and if there is any truth in his saying, the re-
markable career of Babu Shyama Churn, his patient
industry, his indomitable perseverance crowned with
such remarkable success afford a siriking illustration
of the soundness of the wise saying of the immortal
Buffon, We hope our Indian students should follow
the noble example of this immortal son of Bengal,

The followjng letter kindly placed at our disposal

“ : :

%{‘: Babu Nil Comul Basak, a relative of the late Babu

neqiﬁll'ld Chunder Basak will throw furtherlight on the
iﬁfactar"bf Babu Shyama Churn,

gisiﬁ AT Calcutta 26th May, 1848,
Mifar> Gobind,

them, 18 favomed by a pavbicular friend of mins, Baby Shyama
the Cdirkyr who lms proceeded to Midnapore as Bengalee Instiuc-
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tor to. M. Bayloy. As he has no frignd or aoquaintance theve, I hnve
heen roquosted to give him an introductory note to you, and 1 do so
with grent plensura. I can say withoul breach of truth that he,is not
an ordinary person in the country, Ile has a knowledge of Groeek,
Luting Avabie, Ferginn, Hindustaneo and -of couiso of Buglish and
Bongalee, and L have 1eason to {hink that his nograiniance with
these langnages I8 not morely superficial, You may have read in the
fonglishman sometimo ago, remarks highly commendaiory of Lisg Latin
oomposition, in the nobico that thal journal took of the Examinalion
of St. Znvier's College. Iig Latin Hvsny was tho lest of those pro-
ditced, Iie had no friends or parent’s care to superintendent over hiry
odlueation, When he came o town he biought with him some kni¢);q
ladgo of Persian and kmew almost no body. IHe has since acquire.
wll that I lhave above stated and the admiration and regard of
nol n fow among those whose gond opinion 1bis worth having, 1lis
perseverance and thirst after knowledge are truly wonderful, and
guch as ig vory rarve among the new class, d&e. do, &e.

Yours nffectionately,
Ram Tonoo LAHIRY.
To
Bobu Gobimmd Chander Basak,
Deputy-Collectosr,
MIDNAPORD

LIFE OF BABU SURENDRA NATH BANERJER
CHAPTLR I.
1118 BIRTI, PARENTAGE AND EDUCATION.

Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee, ithe orator, the life
and soul of all political agitation in Bengal, and ong of
the few active workers in the field of education, comes
from a very respectable family of Rarhee Brahmins,
Ilis ‘great grand-father, Babu Gour Kishore Banerjee
came from the Iaridpur District and sctided at Mogi-
rampur, a few miles from the Railway Station at Ba-
rrackpur, where the illustrious subject of this sketch
now resides, His grand-father Babu Goluck Thuder
held, an appointment in the Salt Deparumenrt under
the Bengal Board of Revenue, and it wgs in this capa.
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city that he came to reside in Caleutta, Fle was a man
of gredt liberality of heart and of strict orthodox prin-
ciples, and delighted in feeding the poor and giving
help to his poor friends and relations, IHis illustrious
son, Babu Durga Churn, the father of Babu Surendra
Nathy was born @t Monirampur in 1819, and was edu-
caled in the Hindoo College where he highly distin-
guished himgelf. He died in Ifebrnary 1870, when
by Surendra Nath Banerjee was still in England,
thelen the late Hon'ble Kristo Das Pal in his obitvary
hnotice, wrote as follows :

‘¢ He was the ablest Native Allopathic practition-
er, but he was something better—he was, as an Iing-
lish Assistant Surgeon, himself one of the largest prac-
titioners in Calcutta styled him— Nature's Doctor.”
Possessed of rare intellectual gifts, he gave early proofls
ot his future excellence. While a pupil of the Hindoo
College, a fellow-collegian tells us, he shewed his pre-
eminent superiority by the wonderful facility with
which he carried away the hiphest prizes. He wouldnot,
care to attend to his College studies for the whole year
round, spending his time at home by private studies,
but would appear at the time of the annual examina-
tion, and beat his {cllow-students, who had plodded for
the last twelve months, He was a voracious reader, and
was strong particularly in history and philosophy, He
was employed for sometime as a teacher in. David
Hare’s School, and then became a clerk in the Wort
William College. A sad case of cholera at home led
him to study the mysteries of the science of medicine,
but he had not the patience to complete the usual
wourse of five years at the Medical College. HE left it
wethout taking a diploma, and his success as a medical
practitiGner was asremarkable as it was rapid. He made
‘his pmfgssmnal reputation by saving the life of Babu
Nilkumu! Bannetjee, now® the Banian of Messrs,

* Smce dead +
. " Q

'.
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Jardine Skinner & Co., who had been attacked with
cholera of the deadliest type and given up’by the
best physicians of the city, both Native and Euro-
pean. e was equally strong in the diagnosis and
prognosts of diseases, A curious featurein his profes-
sional practice was that he never sought patients but
was sought for, The faith which he ifuspired in his
medical skill among all classes of natives, rich gr poor,
educated or uneducated, was so unbounded that his
very presence was considered half cure. Indeed tha
popr, who could not afford to call in European physt-
cians, felt thal if they could secure Duarga Churn's
presence, they secured al] that human knowledge and
skill could effect.” (Vide Hindoo Patriot, 215t Febru-
ary, 1870.))

Babu Surendra Nath, who bhas inherited the
father's qualities of energy and devotion to work, was
born at Calcutta in November 1848, Babu Durga
Churn had five sons, of whom Babu Surendra Nath
is the second., In his early youth, he was sentto a
paishalla at Patuldanga where he acquired a rudimen-
tary knowledge of Bengali and arithmetic ; and at the
ape of scven, he took his admission into the Doveton
College where he studied with diligence, The Doveton
Institution consisted then, as it does now for the most
part, of European and Kurasian boys, and when he
joined. this School he had just learnt the English al-
phabet, Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee ncver had a
private tutor except such help as he could occasion-
ally derive from a friend who used to live with the

family and oy tells us that he learnt. the langu;{ge‘

more éhi‘ﬂugh the ear than with the aid of the Graps
mar and the Dictionary, When he’went* up for g£heh
Entrance Examination, he had only learni™Lennig's
Grammar, and his knowledge of Highley, the+ stan-
dard Grammar of these days, did not extend beyond
the positive degree.  In 1863 he matriculated in the
Calcutta University in the first divisiog; havigg taken
-,
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up Latin as his second'language, and obtained a
Junior Scholarshlp, In the Littlego Examination,
two years latter, he was similarly successful and ob-
tained Senior Scholarship, e passed his. p.a. degree
in-1868 in the second division,  Why such an Intelli-
gent youth who had invariably secured high places in
the different University: Examinatjon passed. the n,a.
Examination in the second division may - be explained
by the fact that Babu Surendra Nath was in bad
health, having had two serious attacks of fever before
the Examination which seriously interfered with his
studies. All along Latin had been his second language:

CHAPTER IL - ..

HI§ DEPARTURE FOR ENGLAND TO COMPETE
© . . TOR THE CIVIL SERVICE. T

My, J, Sime, now an Inspector of Schools in the
Panjab, was the Principal of. the Doveton College
when My, Banetjee took his degree; and it is said
‘that it was this gentleman who suggested to him that
he should ‘go- to England: and compete for the Civil
Hervice, My, Sime used fo take a great interest in
the education of this precocious youth, in whom he eatly
discerned al] the elements of his future glorious carcer,
Agreeably to the advice of this European Professor,
though against the strongest remonstrances 'of his
mother and his aged grand-father, Mr.. Banerjee left for
‘England oy the 3rd March 1868 with: geeitw to coths.
xete for the Civil Service, With' that yiew, he studied
iU niversity Coliege,. London, His {unrivalled comw
‘mand ofthe English language may be  attributable to
the fact,”-that, while .in = University. College; ‘he

studied “English under Professor. 'I*Ie_t'r('}" ‘Morley, one
‘of thebest. English: Scholars. in" London, = He algo

leatnt Sanskrit under Professor Goldstucker. In 1869,



msﬁ-bmuwﬂm -’I'rdn'-mmnmn. | 1_1.'7.'*- o

.!

marc than thiea hundred canchclates appam ed at the

Civil Service Examination, and -four Indian ycmths
viz., Messrs, Romesh Chunder Dutt, Behary Lal Gup-
ta, Surendra.Nath Banerjee, and Sreepad Babaji Th’l,u'_
kur passed the test successfully. Babu Surendrapath
secured the 28th place in the list, In ovder -of merit,
while the Dthal three obtained the 3td 14th anEl the”
- 3oth places, respectively. -
PBut the success of My Banerjee s00f aftelwards#
proved a thorn on his side as the Civil Service Commi:
ssioners raised an objection to his admission on the
ground of his having exceeded the [Jlﬂ$CI’IbEd limit of
age viz,, twenty years, at the time of passing the Civil
Service Examination. They urged that if he was six«
teen years at the time of the Entrance Examination
in 1863, he would be more than 20 years at the:
time of passing the Civil Service in 1869, The Civil
Service Commissioners accmdmgly removed his name
from the list without making any adequate. enquiry
into the ‘matter, Mr. Banerjee,  thereupon, moved the
- Queen's Bench for a writ of mandamus which was
“readily granted by the Judges, among whom was the "
late  Cliief Jueuce Cockburn, The Judges cxpres&eclf -.
ﬂlﬂ!t‘ strongest surprize at the conduct of the Commis- -
sioners, upon whom a rule was issued to show cause
‘why they should not make a fresh enquiry into the
matter. The Civil Service Commissioners did.not'con-
test thé matter, They thought discretion was the better
part of-valour, and after the. strong expression of opi«
nion from the Judges of the highest Court In Eng-.

~land, the Commissioners without much furt‘her ado:res

- upon the same

admlt*ec'bu him\into the Civil. Service. Mr. - Sreepas
. Babajt. Thalcur'_ whose name had also heen.remio ,...'dé

| ground, “was re-admitted int@.the Bere
v1ce at the sagie time,

-+ The difaculty arose iaurely f1om A m:s.,,ppmnem
o ﬂ’fm as to the Hmr;loo method of calculating gge. We-
-;'-'.calcu]ate the age: in antxmpatlon of the approaching:
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birth-day. We take the child to be as many years old A3
that which he will attain at his next bivth-day. If he hj'gls
for example completed his second birth~ay and is in his
third year, we say he is three years old. The Furopcan
method is ifferent. The child is considered Lo be as
many years old as many birth-days he has completed.
Thus taking up the case which we have alrcady cited,
the child who is three years old according to our system
would be corsidered as being only two years aceord-
ing to the European method of computation. Babu
Surendra Nath Banegjea was thus according to our me-
thod of calculation 16 years of age at the time of his
appearing at the Entrance Examination, although re-
ally he was only fifteen according tothe Europcan way
of counting the age. His age enterced in the school rolls
at the time of his admission when he was a boy of only
seven years old shewed that he was fifteen when
he appeared at the Entrance Examination, and was
therefore quite within the limit of age (viz 20) when he
appeared at the Open Competitive Examination. The
Civil Service Commissioners did not sufficiently appres
hend the Hindoo method of counting the age, which
however was conclusively proved by over-whelming
testimony proceeding from such men as the late Moha-
raja Roma Nath Tagore, the late Babu Kristo Das Pal,
the venerable Pundit Iswara Chunder Vidyasagat, Mo-
haraja Sir Jotindra Mohun Tagore and others.- Equally
satisfactory was the evidencewith regard to Babu Suren-
dra Nath Banerjea’s age and the matter ended satisfacto-
rily. It was after a year’s hard contest,in February 1870,
that Babu Surepdra NathBanerjea’s nany¥as restored
<R the list of selected candidates,and hedvas calletl upon
#ovprepare himself for the IFinal Exanfination of 1871,
He had st a year and he was required Yo do two years'
work {n ofie year's time, But nothing d¥nnied, he res-
ponced t6 the call and his great power of work was of
signal use to him on this occasion, Babix Surend%
Nath's father did not live to hear of the good news of
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liis son’s success. IHe was on his death-bed while the
telegraphic news was on its way, He died on Sunday
the 2oth IFebruary; the bereaved family heard the news
of his re~adniission on the morning of the following day.
Babu Surendra Nath Banerjea came out {# this country
as a Member of the Bengal Civil Service in Septem-
ber 1871,

SURENDRA NATII AS A CIVIL SERVANT AND
1118 DIELLCULTES.

He came back to his mother country and was posted
ds an Assistant Magistrate at Sylhet, onc of the dis-
tricts now under the jurisdiction of the Chief Commis-
sioncr of Assam, but then under the Lieutenant-Go-
vernor of Bengal, Sir George Campbell was then on
the Bengal Musnad, and Lord Northbrook was then
the Viceroy and Governor-General of India, Scarcely
two years ¢lapsed since he had joined when unfortun-
ately for the Government, and fortunately for the coun-
iry, certain charges were brought against him,

*The sum and substance of these charges was that
in a particular case he had directed the transfer of a case
to the Ferars Register and hacd impropetrly (the official
word was “dishonestly,” though we fail to see where-
in the .dishonesty lics at least as far as this aspect of
the cage was concerned) issued a warrant, and when
called upon to explain it made false statement with re-
gard to it. _‘This was the sum and substance of the
allegations 11151{& against Babu Surendra Nath Baner-
jea, but it was Spun out inlo fourteen charges, and the
matler asaumedjjthe proportions of & state trial, Jdrs
O’'Kenealy whe had prosecuted the Wahabi A mirudin
was Surendra/Nath’s prosceutor, and Mr. Prinsep (theh

dge of Mugli) who was the judge in that® cas® was
also Surendra Nath's, Judge, “Is Surendrz Nath a
Wahabi" exclaimed Kristo Dass Pal ig'the clumns of
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the Hindoo Pairiot. Be that as it may, a Commission ¢f
enquiry was appointed to try Surendra Nath consigal-
ing of Mr. Prinsep as President, and Mr, Reysmolds
then Magistrate of Mymensing, and Major Hdolroyd,
then Depuwt Commissioner in Assam, as mep mbars,
The Lommissiorers met al Sylhet in Novembett 1873,
Babu Surendra Nath hadasked that the !.rizz'll should
be held in Calcutta in the full blaze of publis* OPInion,
and where proper legal assistance would be A" ailable,
The application was refused, but the Gover: 1t
expressed its willingress to_consider favourably anyw
proposal he might maﬁeﬁfving him legal help, He
suggested the name of several gentlemen whose ser-
vices might be lent to him, but nohelp was given him
by the Governmentin this respect. The trial Iasted for
several days and the Commissioners submitted their
report, finding Babu Surendra Nath guilty of the
charges brought against him, The Government of
Bengal and the Government of India substantially ac-
cepted the view of the matter, and Babu Surendra
-Nath Banerjea was dismissed from the Service of Go-
vernment 1n March 1874 with an allowance of 5o
Rupees a month, Wehave no desire Lo rake up a con-
troversy which is pasi and well nigh forgoticn, and
which probably would have been wholly forgotien,
but for the position which Surendra Nath has won for
himself in life and in the annals of his country. by his
subsequent work. Judging by that work, the charges
appear highly improbable. A man’s characler does not
change as if by miracle. Does it stand to reason
that he who has been found guilty by fhe Govern-
Tent of falsehood should exhibit th# devotioh, the
eilyrgy, the warnestness, and the manly and firm sél(-
reliance™vhich have been the leadind characteristics
of Surendra Nath throughout the whold. of his public
life ¥ The whole of Surendra Nath's public life has
conclusively shewn that he is an cssentially simcery
and earpest.nature, Is it likely that he was guilty of the
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charge which Mr. Prinsep and his Colleagues. found
against him ? Noris this all. The whole case may
be said to lie in a nutshelll Babu Surendra Naih
laqcsed the order in the cace complained of, with a
view to ayoid the necessity of giving an exp]cumtmn
in regard to the case which had becn pending for a
long time. That is the alleged motive for the transfer
of the case to the Ferarilist, His explanation was thas
he Knew nothing about the order, and that he signed it
along with other orders. That lm explanation must bé
ﬂccepted as correct is clear from what followed., Called
upon within a short time of this order to furnish an
explanation as to why another case was pending, and
not having the papers before him he furnished an ex-
planation with regard to this case. Now if he had
passcd the ferars order with the full l{nowledgpe of its
effect, and with the deliberate intention of avoiding
explanation, how came he to give an explanation about
this very case, in regard to which Dby reason of thd
ferar: order no explanation was needed? The mistake
in our judgment is conclusive cvidence of his innocence,
The most cminent Hindoo gentlemen ot the time took
precisely this view of the matter, and among others
Raja Degumber Mitter who wrote a statement which
is printed among a batch of papers which were circus
Jated at the time in connection with the case, Bethatas
it may, - and considering this matter at this distance of
time when we are free from the excitement of the case,
it will be admitted even by moderate members of the
Civil Serviee that the order for his dismissal was ex-
ceedingly cruel and hard. Looking at the matter from.
the broad point of public interests, we rejoice that S@:/l
rendea Nath was dismitssed. The public interagts e
thereby been g auly benefitted. If Sareadra Nath hadl.
b(..ml in the Civil Scrvice, he would probably heve heen
dstinguished Judge or a distinguished Magistiate §
uL He would not havebeen the eminentdours ist, the
preat orator, the devoted political refortner, thesfore-



122 LICE OF BABU SURENDRA NALIL DANERIEE.

most in fighting the baftles of his countty, Fe has won
for himself a name and a place in history which he
would not have won in the Government Setvice,
Before the order of dismissal was passed Surendra
Nath again 1&ft for England in March 1874 with a view
to repfresent his case to the authorities in Lngland, e
arrived in England in April 1874 3 the order for dis-
missal -had been passed on the 315t March, He was
thus too late to represent his interests, IHe now com-
pleted his terms in the Middle Temple; but the Bench-
ers refused to call hint to the Bar in view of the order
passed by the Government of India, He fought hard (o
obtain a reconsideration of his case by the Benchers in
which he was greatly assisted by the vencrable Mr,
John Cochrane of the Calcutta Bar who in old age
still retained his warm interest for India. DBut alf in
vain, Babu Surendranath returned to India in June
1875 to commence life again with prospedts as gloomy
as ever any man had been called upon to face, IHe
was now a ruined man, and the subsequent chapters will
show how his rare energy, devotion and self-reliance
enabled him to overcome all obstacles and to create

a new career for himself in which he is doing such
nseful work.

HIS PUBLIC CAREER AS A SCHOOL-MASTER AND
FOUNDER OF THE RIPON COLLLEGE.,

His dismissal from the public service proved an
immense gain to his own countrymen as we shall pre-
ﬁ@\ﬂl]}f describe. His failure instead of throwing a dam-
ﬁ)‘(r upon his ardent and enthusiastic spirvit brought
torth into active play all his inherent great qualities of
mind, and he took to the noble profession of a school-
master as Professor of English literature in the Metsp-
politan“lustitution now ably conducted by the Venel
able Puadit Iehur Chunder Vidyasagar, In January
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1876, tho Venerable veteran educationist who is always
ready to lend his helping hand to struggling merit,
offered him an appoiniment as a Professor in the new-
ly alGliated college classes attachéd to the Metropolitan
Institution on a salary of Rs. 200 a month. The ap-
pointment in question was bestowed on him by the lear-
ned Pundit partly 4/rom the consideration of friendship
which existed between him and Babu Surendra. Nath's
father, and partly from a desire to help a young man,
so hopelessly ruined, Babu Surendia Nath had am-
ple leisure while thus engaged, $o that when the Cily
School was established he joined that Institution with
the full concurrence of Pundit Vidyasagar. In 1881 he
left the Metropolitan Institution and joined the [ree
Church College. In this way he worked on still retains
ing however his appointment in the City College, to the
great satisfaction of the boys and his employers till the
year 1882 when he thought of establishing a school of
his own. And the time proved most opportune te him,
The entire school-going population was so much ena-
moured by his eloquence ag an orator, by his sympathy
with them and above all by his marvellous success asa
{eacher in the several Colleges of Calcutta that they be-
gan to worship him as a demi-god, and felt an unbound-
ed admiration for him. Previous to his time, no other
Native teacher exhibited such marvellous qualitics of
sustained effort, great energy, (luency in wriling and
speaking as he did, and his popularity increased among
the boys and their guardains, day DBy day, as he
appeared in all his strength and power before the public
both qn the public platform and the professorial chair,-
Taking advantage of this golden opportunity, Baln
Surendra Nath took charge of an insignificant scljool
in BowBazar, fcom January 1882 with little more than
100 boys on its roll,
By dint of perseverance, never-failing assiduity,
areal power of arganization and by the ytmost exercise
of cconomy and care, the little Institutian of Bgw_Bazar
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has/ been turned into a first-cluss  College knowu
as fhe ‘‘Ripon College,” now teaching over 1700 hoys
in the College and School department. "L'he success,
this private College has achieved within the short
space of sever years has been nol only acknowledged
by the highest officials in the land but refleets great
credit on Babu Surendra Nath, its founder and Pro-
prietor,.and also on those who are connected with it,
His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor in distributing
the Prizes of the Ripon College on the 31st March 1888
thus referred to Babu Surendya Nath Banerjee’s eflorts
in this direction —
“Meanwhile wherovor a frosh rexperiment liko that of the
Ripon College was succossiully started, it deserved the warm-

esh encouragoment, on tho part of the authorilics, as 1l exompli-
fied the wisdom of the policy of Clovernment thatl the further
dovelopment of higher educabion could now be saflely laft to tho
people themselves, Turning to the annual report ho was glad
to see such a capitel account of tho progress of tho institution.
It had talkon a large leap i numbers both in the Colloge and
School Department which was vory instructive, and the succoss
which it had metl in all the exmmninations of the Collopge and
. School, togother with ils branches, tonded Lo show that tho ins-
titution wad doing a highly useful work., Ile admired and con-
gralulated the proptictor for his energy and persoveranco in {he
amount of work he was doing for the inslitulion. "Pho supor-
vigion of the Ripon Institulion alone must bo a heavy burthon
but to that he has added the puidance of two branch schools at
ﬂ\\x(lidderpm‘e and ITowrah, and this in addition to his nwmoeronus
pﬁh{lic duties ,ond his labours ns a journalist is o rémavkable
Pr::}cff of epergy and industry,” (Vide Babu Raj Jogeshur Mit-
ter’s collection of spoeches of Sir Steuart Bayloy p.119,)

in tHis connection it is necessary to mention that
in 1886 Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee cstablished

Branch of the Ripon Collegiate School at Khidderpur,
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and in the following year he established another Branch
School at Howrah, Both the Branches are doing
well especially the one at Howrah,  Babu Surendra
Nclth inspects these Branches every weck, and takes
part in the work of teaching.  The number of pupils
in the Main Institution and the DBranches come tp to
nearly 2500—anumber that might form a small Uni-
vus1ty by itself,

BABU SURENDRA NATII AS A JOURNALIST.—ORIGIN OF
THI, DENGALEL NEWSPAPER,

It was in the year 1861, as we have already said
in a previous chapter in the life of Mr. W. C. Bon-
nerjee Barrister-at-Law, the Bengalee newspaper was
first ushered into existence under the fostering care
and management of Mr. Donnerjee and Babu Bacha-
ram Chatterjee. The late Babu Grish Chunder Ghose,
a valiant knight of the pen in those days and a collea-
gue of Hurish Chunder Muk herjee, conducted the jour-
nal for a, period of nearly cight years after which Babu
Bacharam Chatterjee, the late Deputy-Magistrate
Babu Tara Prosad Chatterjee, the late Babu Rajkristo
Mulkherjee m.a,n1, and a host of other writers wrote
for the paper and kept it afloat fora time, But it was
in the yoar 1878, Babu Surendranath cast a longing
look on the ficld of journalism, and he was the right
man for il, Never before his lime, a man having the
advantage of an Linglish training in Britain itself had
taken to Indian _]OLIIITILI]IHIH and with such a marked,
success as fell to the lot of Babu Surendra Nath, The
praiseworthy ambition of scrving his mother -coudty
in this capacily became predominant in his mind
as he rose in popular estimation by  his uniqug poyers
of oratory ; and a splendid opportunity presented itself
in his way, e beard- that Babu Bacharam vas wd]

c1ng o make over his Journal to any competeng p_m.son
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if any such could be found, Surendra Nath accord-
ingly-expressed his desire to take charge ol the paper
and to buy the proprietory right of it. The bargain
was struck and with little more than a hundred subscri-
bers he begah to conduct the Journal with his usual
ability, Within the short space of two ycars, the pa-
per regained its former prestige, ahd the Dengalee has
now a tirculation of nearly 1400, Amidst the arduous
and multifarious duties as an cducationist, political
[eader, Municipal Commissioner, Monorary Magis-
trate, he edits his paper with great ability, tacl, mo-
deration and judgment. Friday in the weck is his
busiest day, when he works almost the whole day and
night to get his paper ready on every Saturday morn-
ing, We had the honor of serving under Babu Suren-
dra Nath in connexion with the management of this
paper for a considerable time, and can bear testimony
to the fact that on several occasions he would deliver
a most eloquent speech in the Town Hall at a public
meeting, rove about the town in connexion with i,
and at 6 o'clock in the evening would write clever
articles for the Bengalee and al one stretch would finish
the proof-reading of the entire papertill 3 o'clock in the
morning.

HIS POLITICAL CARELR.

We have already opencd the first chapter of his life
by describing him to be “the life and soul” of all poli-
Jdical agitation in the country. That is a stubbqrn fact
which, even his enemies can not deny., Education com-
menced in this laid in the haleyon days of the immor-
tal David Hare and the pupils of this watch-maker,
notably aimong them, the immorial Ramgopal Ghose, and
the Rev, K., M. Banerjea were the first pioneers in the
field of political agitation, Then-came Hurish Chundey
Mukhetiee and Kristo Das Paland a host of other mets
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.too numerous to be mentioned here. But these great
men,however splendid and valuable their services might
have been (o the cause of the healthy development of
popular aspirations in politics, laid only the foundation
on which the colossal superstructure of nationgl and
poitical unity has been sought tobe raised by the’sub-
ject of this notice ; and the credit is all his ewn. “Ram
Gopal and Kristo Mohun, Hurish and-Kriste Das
worked from within ; bul Surendra Nath raised the
building from without. The sphere of work of the
former was confined te a limited few, but the lattet’s
work of usefuiness enembraced in its wide and broad
sphere the entire length and . breadth of India. Ram
Gopal, Hurish, and Kristo Das never went beyond the
few metropolitancentres of intclligence and education {o
preach the gospel of politics, but Sutendra Nath with
his banner aloft went from town to town, from village to
village, amidst unbearable heat anddrenching rain, un-
mindful of personal comfort and convenience, to rouse
Bengal, nay all India, from the slumber of ages
past., I'rom Madras in the South to Multan and Rawal-
Pindee i1 the North-west; from Dacca in the Iast
1o Puna, Ahmedabad and Surat in the Western Pre-
sidency, there is hardly a town of any note where Su-
rendra Nath has not been, like the Apostles and Monks
of the middle ages, to preach the lessons of politi
cal unity and of national cffort for political enfranchise-

ment,
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CHAPTER il

TUE GREAT CONTEMPI CASI IN 1484

“Stone walls da not o prison make,
Nov non bas a cagey
Alimds innocent and guret ke
Ihat fot & hentage ™ Lovely e,

Carlyle said that the greatest man is he who can
bear the heaviest weight of misfortune without stag-
gering, And it was the lot of Dabu Surendra Nath to
be placed in aserious dilemuma in his journalisticearcer,
and whal was ostensibly meant to cover him with
shame and ignominy proved a Dlessing to him and
shed a lustre around his life. Ile passed throuph the
fiery ordeal triumphing over his difficulties and earned
a world-wide renown undreami by those who meant
otherwise, [t was on the memorable 28th April 1883,
Babu Surendra Nath wrote an cditorial aote in his
Bengalee newspaper, on the authority of the now de-
funct hebdomadal the Drakmae Public Opinion, criti-
cizing the conduct of the Ilon'ble Justice John lrae-
mantle Norrig, a puisne Judge of - the Caleutta High
Court i connexion with a case in which a [Iindu idol
(Salipram) was brought into Court, The iralma
Public Opinion being then conducted by 1 Hative
Attorney of the Fligh Court, Babu Surendra Nath
naturally believed, as was alterwards stated in his
affidavit, that the statement contatned in that journal
was true; and as no contradiction appearcd in‘any of

"the, newspapers ja regard to its authenticity, he as a

Journalist natugally felt indignant, and in the interest
of publig.goad and with the purest of motives wrole
as follow® i—

v “Wo have now, however, amongst us a Judge, who, il hg
does ngh Qctually'i*ec@ll to mind the days of Juffreys and Seroggs,
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hag certainly dono cnough, within the short time thef ho hag
filled the Iligh Courl Bench, Lo shew how unworthy he is &e.”

Scarcely four days had elapsed since the appear-
ance of this para in the Bengalee, when qu the 2nd of
May, the Hon’ble Justice Norris took his sext-on the
Bench after lunch, and afier repudiating ¢he plmrge
that he had drdered the idol to be brough#" (im0 the
Court without the consent of the parties cancerned, and
against the fecling of the entire IHindu community,
issucd a rulc on Babu Surendranath and his Printer
Babu Ramkumar Dey to shew cause why they should
not be punished for contempt of Court, Only two
days’ time was allowed them to prepare to answer the
charge; and on the 4th of May, Mr. W. C, Bouanerjea
Barrister-at-Law nstructed by Babu Gonesh Chunder
Chunder, one of the best native attorneys of the IHigh
Court, and with whom. it is a pleasure to help his
countrymen in their difficulties, appeared for Babu Su-
rendranath, It was urged on his behalf that the “ob-
scrvations were made in perfect good faith, and with-
out any motive of any description whaisoever othep
than the, motive to promote the public good.” Babu
Surendranath morcover expressed regret and dpolo-
oized, but his apology was not accepted, The case
came to a speedy close,  Judgment was however re-
scrved ll the following morning, when Babu Suren-
dranath ®as scntenced to two months’ imprisonment
on tha.civil side of the Presidency Jail, Fine was
not imposcd on him on the ground that “it. would be
a mere nominal penalty,” Of the five Judges, viz, the
Hon'ble Sir Richard Garth, Chief Justice, the Hon’-
ble Mr. Justice Cunningham, the Hon’ble Mr. Justice
Mcdonell v, ¢., the Ho'nble Mr, ]uslt{i:e Noreis, agch”
the Hon'’ble Mr. Justice Romesh Chunder "Mitlety
the first four were unanimous in theig, opinion,
the last being the only dissentient Judge 1d the case.
My, Justice Mitler differcd from his brother Judges
¢n the ground that as in two previous gases @f_ congy’
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templ Lgainst Judges of the lligh Court commit-
ted by Mr, William Tayler, the then Commissioner
of Datna, and the 'Liditor of the Luglishman Cap-
tajn Fenwick, as also in another case reported in page
19 of Hexda’s Report, apology was not only suggested
to be(miade but-accepted, the same precedent ought
to hawzuide in this matter too which was of a less se-
rious character than tha cases cited. As regards the
Printer, Babit Ram Kumar Dey, he was left off, Babu
Surrendra Nath having taken the entire responsibi-
lity of the publication on his shoulders, The sen-
tence of imprisonment he took with calmness and
shewed much self-possession. IHe knew Dbeforehand
what the verdict would be in his case and was
fully prepared for 1, Ile had come from his home
at Manirampur that morning fully prepared for the
punishment of imprisonment,  ITe had brought down
with him inkis bag his favomitebooks and the necessary
articles of clothing &c, not omitting his brush and
comb, so that on the afternoon when his brothers went
to see him in jail they found that he was provided with
every necessary article (towels &c ) with the excep-
tion of the bedding which Babu Surcndeadath was
under the impression the jail authorities would provide
him with, He left the Iligh Court by the Judge's
entrance and not in the usual prison van, but in
company with one Mr. Browne, onc of the _bailifls,
from the strand side and amived safely in the Presi-
dency Jail without the vast crowd of men assembled
outside the High Court knowing whether he had gone
or not, From the very day, when he was summuonéd
to answer a charge of libel, down to the time of his in-
~catceration, natignal feeling was roused, as Kristo Das
hi?&@- it, $Loits i Great was the oxcite-
ment at the pane, and when the news of his incarce-
ration ®&Fknown, the educated Natives of Indin
expressed regret and sympathy for him; for Surendra
~Nath had already won Lheir affection and respect Ly the
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amiability of his character, the brilliancy of his oratory,
and above all by his public services as an exemplary
school-master, an active Municipal Commissioner and
as a great agitator and worker i the field.of political
reform.  On the day when he was jmprisohe?], some
four thousand persons asssembled outsi:{?ﬁtb% High
Court, and were refused admission on the groufid that
they would create a row there. To avoicdtthese crowds,
Babu dSurendranath was conveyed to the Jail by an

unusual route and under unusual precautions. What
afterwards happened we shall describe in the sober
words of the now defunct newspaper, Zie Indian Em-
pire. -

“Wo have, since the memorable 5th May, talked the matter
over with the oldest that live amongst usg-—such whose me-
mory carries them hack o the days of Lord Willlam Bentinel
and, wo havo been assured by them that the apifation which
has followed Babu Surendra Nath Banerji’s imprisohment has
boen quile unprocedented, Al first, people thought thei the
agilotion wag confined Lo thoso who, to wso an Anglo-Indien
conlomporary’s humorous language, *foan suceessfully plead
minorily in a Civil Court,” Bul, evoery hour, tho agitation
bogan to swoll, Uil it resembled a wild fire, and apread all over
the length and hroadth of the vast peninsula, among all shados
of arcods and casioy, and compassod men of differant ages and
of diffdrent positions in seciely, Tiis no oxpggoeration Lo say
that thoro iy searcoly any romarkable lown inallIndia that hasg
nob cehood tho sound of sorrow, sympathy and indigation ; and,
wo arc satriclly within the limits of Lrolh whon wo say that
thero is searcely an educated communily in India, that hag not
conlributed ils mito to swoll {he universel chorus, sy, gb??‘
masgos, proverbinlly inerd and indifforent as .lo the oulside
world, have apoken and mado signs,  There are" ity of %or -
xow and joy, despair and hopo, determinntion and emnesiness
on ovory inlolligent faco , the native Ualeubiagy all hystle pud,~
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talk and detion, and we are sure all othor cilies are nob othor-

wise.”
“Tho illustrious prisonor isliteinlly overllooded with lotfors

and telogiswas~pxpressing sympathy, conveying condolonce und
nffemF(ﬂf“'}gaoﬁuuim'y-lmlp. Nay, our ladios havo nol been slow
. In ﬁj,gmid.i‘%‘:‘gﬁthuir hoartfolt sympathy, with the wife of the
illustrious husband in her hours of giief and sorrow. ‘Tho L'vo.
siclency Tail has aJrcady, during tho fortnight, received visilors
the like of which so far as their position, character and res.
peotability are concernod, was nevor soen hefore. The rich and
the poor, the young and the old, the high and the low, ave all
of one mind, and of ono voice,” -

Babu Surendranath had now become the idol of
the nation, So profound was the impression created
by his imprisonment that even officers of Government
were affected by it, and some found it impossible to pro-
ceed with their work, and closed their offices, This was
no conventional sentiment, but the outcome of deep
and earnest feeling, Babu Surendranath was over-
whelmed with letters and telegrams which continued to
pour in in one continued stream. We belicve a special
peon had to be appointed by the Jail authoritics to bring
him his Ietters,

Lord Ripon who was then Viceroy was assailed,
every day and cvery week wilh countless telegrams
sent to him by different public bodies and private in-
dividuals, bescaching him to exercise the prerogative
of mercy in his case; and it is believed that he would
have done so if he possessed such power in contomyt
cases. ‘That Lord Ripon was greatly moved By the
ﬂnﬁual sight of a national agitation in Surendra-
tiAtl’'s favor, all over India, is a fact which admits of
no doubt. We believe frequent telegrams used to pass
between iy and the Sceretary of State for Indin on
the subject. The Bengal Government refused Lo ac-
<ept his resigdation as an Honorary Magisirate oft
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Calcutta, which he tendered as soon as he was™ impri-
soned, and we are in duty bound to say that it _was
Sir Henry Harrison, who wrote strongly to the Go-
vérimment that his resignation should not he acgepted,

IHere Et_is necessary to say one word with seeqrd to
the circumstances under which the apdlogy fvasnlsawn
up. On the 4th of May Babu Surendranath hECHpNay
with Babu Gonesh Chundra Chundra, the Attorney,
went to Mr, W, C. Bonnerjea, Barrister-at-Law, who
was then residing in a submban village. Ingreat hurry,
the affidavit was drawn up and read before the Judges.
In the cases of Mr. William Tayler and of the Editor
of the Znglishman Captain IFenwick, Sir Barnes
Peacock called upon these offending parties to apolo-
oize for having made serious reflections on the charaes
ter of Justice Dwarka Nath Miter and they were
pardoned. But in the case of Babu Surendra Nath,
his apology was not accepted and was considered in-
sufficient. The Judges did not seem to make much
allowance for the haste with which the affidavit was
drawn up, Be that as it may when Babu Surendra
Nath was in the Jail, & proposal was made (o him
from an influential quarter to submit another apo-
logy which he refused o do,

On the 4th of July he was released in a very
novel way. The officials knew that a great populas
demonstration would be made in his honor, and so
they thought of taking him out of the Jail in an un-
precedented way. The Jailor awoke him at 4 o'clock
in the morning, took him up in a hacknoy carriage
and drove him througl the Lower Circular Road
where * they konew the crowds would nol muster
strong to greet him and thus brought him o Jys™
house, * e

The proceadings of the anthoritles to prgven! the
appearance of a popular demonstration at” Barfackp
were still more extroordinary and produced ves
exactly the reverse of what was intengled, Pp
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evening of the grd July—the day preceding his reloase
- —Mr Stevens, the then Magistrate of the 24-Pergunds,
“had seen Babu Surendva Nath in Jail and had ascer-

tained from him all particulars regarding the reception
whichpwis proposed to- be accorded to him by his
friend, at Barrackpur, Mr. Stevens who was acting

‘undereignbrders of Mr, Monro -then Commissioner
‘of ‘the Presidency Division suggested that no
“meeting should be held in any house ‘in his honour
within  Cantonment limits. Babu Surendra Nath:
-replied that every man’s house was his castle and de-
.precated official interference with the undoubted right
‘of the people to held meetings in their own houses.

The meeting was held, but a body of Police was
‘drawn up in the front of theswouse which admirably
‘served the purposes of a guard of -honour. Dabu
Surendra Nath Banerjee arrived at Barrackpur by
~one of the afternoon trains. - The Magistrate was on
the platform and a strong body of  Police furnished
~with hand-cuffs guarded the approaches to the station.
“The wmilitary had been ordered to be in readiness the
‘whole day, Traffic was stopped along the way.through
“which Babu Sutrendra Nath had to pass, and when after
-the meeting at the friend’s house, he proceeded to his
-ownhouse, & native Agsistant Superintendent of Pelice
followed him. ‘behind in ' a carriage to sce that he had
“reached home without the peace of the Empire being
-disturbed ! The folly of these proceedings was" only -
tooclearly apparent, These preparations—the presence
-of the Magistrate of the District and Assistant Su-
-petintendents  with a large muster  of Police force
“created a great stirin the little town of Barrackpur, In
e attempt’ to suppress a demonstration, the officials

“od their best to stimulate'it’ - Men, womien, and chil-

 dren came: in thousands to see Surendranath, - and the”
11:1"‘5‘“3’ of*his incarceration. was heard- by those who,  if
it to tlremselves would never have heard - of it. - Such
“ePometimes the wisdom of our rulers in India
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The imprisonment of Babu Surendranathy’ Banet-
jea produced far reaching consequences, ludian uni-
fication has been one of the dreams of Babu Saen-
dranath’s life. No event within the last few years with'.
which we are acquainted has done so mech. 5 hasten
forward this great cansunn'nation'as.,the'_it)]'cat\zf:f;ratign
of this great Indian agitator, National {eelilo” was
roused to its utmost depths and meetings wére held in -
all parts of Indiato express sympathy with Surendra~-
nath from Delira Ismail Khan to Chittagong, and from -

Puna to Berhampur in Madras. National feeling re-"

cetved a distinet stimulus, and under God’s providence

the unificatton of the Indian races was advanced ina ™

manner which was as pleasing as it was unique. In
Bengal itself, Babu Surendranath’s imprisonment was
followed by great results : cheap journalism received.

a new impetus. The Dongabasi, we believe increased

its circulation at the time by leaps and bounds, The |

Sanjidant, and the Semaye were started at this tinve; - -

People began to feel a new interest in newspapersin the
desire to know all about Surendranath, The meet~

ings that were held in Calcutta to express sympathy

with Surendranath were unique spectacles of public ga-" .
thering, The Town Hall could not accommodate the =
audience, There were three meetings held at one .
on¢ and the same time, and the audienge mustered
more than 20,000 people. A sight was witnessed on the =
day of the mecting such as Calcutta had never before

seen, ~The shops in Radha Bazar and China Bazer
were all closed ; these busy haunts of trade and. com~

merce scemed to be deserted places, Busy men ab-
senteds themselves from their worle to obey an oveps

whelming call of duty and feeling



136 LIGE OF BABU SURENDRA NATIL BANTRJEE,

A PERSOMAL ANECDOI'E AND THE FIRST PUBLIC MERTING
HELD AT KRISHNAGIHUR TO EXPRESS SYMPATITY
: WITII BABU SURENDRA NATIH

Qn Saturday the 4ih of May 1883, Babu Surendri
Nath wadgent o Jail and the sad news of his incar-
ceratidn spread fike wild fire throughout the leagth
and-bué‘hﬁth}w of the land. On the morning of Sunday
following, while we were reading newspapers in the
lodging house of our csteemed friend DBabu Amrita
Lal-Chatterjea, then Sub-Judge of our native town of
Krishnaghur, a student shewed us a fletter contain-
ing the heart-rending news of the imprisonment of
Babu Surendranath, Ovegpowered with grief and
sorrow, we hastencd to the leaders of our society,
viz, the late lamented Rai Jadunath Roy Bahadur,
Zemindar of Krishnaghur, and Babu Prusunna Kumar
Bose A, B. L, one of the leading mcmbers of the
local Bar and other distinguished citizens who scemed
to be paralyzed by the shocking news just Lo the same
extenl as we were, We then requested Babus Jadu-
nath and Prusunna Kumar (o call a public meeting
on that very day, without any loss of timg to ux-
press sympathy with Sucendranath and they readily
acceded lo our request. Overpowered with griel and
sorrow and burning under a deep sense of wrong, we
ran from one end of the town to the other, visiting
all educated and sensible people of the town request-
ing them to muster strong al the time of the mesting
and by 6 o'clock in the evening, the entire educated
native community of Krishnaghur numbering over
one thousand persons, including influential Zemin-
dars, Pleaders, Doclors, Tradesmen, School-mastors
sassembled fn thelocal Public Library Hall to express
iympat’hy with Babu Surendranath. Rai Jadunath Roy
'I%aha:d%rﬁ took the chair on the occasion, and with
his ‘charactefistic sense of propricty, calmness and
‘moderation, expressed, on behalf of the entire native
~population of  the district of Nuddea, their sympathy.
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for’ Surendranath, A telegram expressing sympathy
for him was despatched that very night, and 1t was re-
solved at thg meeting that by way of shewing the ap-
preciation of Surendranath's services Lo the country,
16 copies of his newspaper (Bengalee) shouid be sub-
scribed, and the subscriber’'s names were announced

at the meeting. This was,we believe, thi: first pablic

meet ndia to express sympathy with him,

THE ORIGIN OF THE INDIAN ASSOCIATION AND
BABU SURENDRA NATH,

With the growth of English education in the
country, a strong desire arose in the mind of the
vast bulk of the educated middle-class that an orga-
nized political Association representing the intcrests
of all classes of the native society should be formed,
They were unwilling to ally themselves with the
British Indian Association which, in spite of its splendid
services Lo the cause of the country, became, from un-
avoidable circumstances, an apparently exclusive and
scclional represcntative body.

Acting under this feeling the middle~class educai-
ed Nalives with the active and willing sympathy of
the, Iingland~returned DBengalees, started the Indian
Association on the 26Lh July 1876. The day must be re-
garded a5 memorable in Babu Surendra Nath Baner-
jee's life: AL twelve o'clock of that day he had lost his
only son, yet he did not hesitate to come to the mect-
ing (which had chicfly been organized by him) at 4 e,
And not only was he present, but that when an amend-
ment was moved that the Association, should not be
formed, secing that there was a similar Asdociation, the
Indian League, he gavean clfective reply which carried
the meeting with him, The amendment was logl,and the
Indian Association was duly established, Babu &hma
Churn Sircar, the author of the V)javeitha #D.:u%:ah{; 1
Jpresided at the meeling, and among Jothers, the }" e

13
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Rabu Kristo Das Pal, Maharaja Nareadra Krishna
Bahadur and others were presenl. iminent men who
had made their marks in learned professions of law,
medicine and literature readily flocked to its standed
and enlisted tRemselves as members of this political
Assoc?ati011.{1\’.[e11 like Mr. M. M. Ghose, Barrister-at-
Law. Mr., Anunda Mohun Bose, s A, Barrister-at-Law,
and a Cambridge Wrangler, Babu Mohesh  Chupdra
Chowdry, a distinguished pleader of the Caleutta Tligh
Court, " ' wjee, theoratar, Babu
Akhoy Chunder Sirkar, the great Bengali and Sans-
krit Scholar and writer, and a host ol other men too
numerous to be mentioned, became its staunch suppor-
ters and Members, And Mi. Anunda Mohun Bose
than whom it is difficult to find a betier, cool-head-
et and modest scholar among the emolled Members,
was unanimously elected its Sceretary.

But in this countiy where apathy and indifference
soon set in after the first flush of success is over, an
energetic, indefatigable and enthuslastic worker is
essentially necessary to set the political engine in per-
petual motion, And that man was Babu Surendra Nath
Banerjee. He is not only the chicf-driver of this poli-
tical machine, but he is its fireman too. Ile brings coul
and firewood, kindles them into a ame with unabdied
breath, looks minutely into all the minutest parts of it,
keeps it in workable order with the skilfulicss of an
expert political mechanic, and sets the machine in mo-
tion whenever the best interests of the country re-
quires it. ~ The vast net work of Branch Political
Associations established in every nook and corner of
Bengal and, Northern Indiais the immediate result of
his unceasing effort for the last 14 years,  And for
this splendid and glorious work, he is called the ¢‘peo-

« pleshian® by his countrymen, and by his enemies as
Wiehe agi%atot‘.” The task of infusing political activity
~pt0 the ‘dormant state of Mofusil life is not his only

le te-our admiration, The sine guanon of a political-
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corporale body in a ¢onquered country lik¢" India, is
-that il should have a man or a number of men ready
at every emergency to write elaborate, well-reasoned
~and well-expressed memorials to the Government on
sundry matiers alfecting the well-being of the society
at large,  Surendranath as the Scersctary of "the Indian
Associatien is anadept in drawing up public memori-
als, and since the death of the Hon’ble Kyisto Das Pal
a.better memorial writer than Mr. Banerjee’we have
not found.

The first question which the Indian Association
took up was the raising..of.the limitof age.for the
Open Competitive Iixamination_for the Civil Scrvice
of India, Lord Salisbury had reduced the limit of age
from 21 {0 19 ycars. A great public meeling was
held in the Town Hall to protest apainst this reduction
and in connection with it an agttation was sct on foot
by the Indian Association the like of which had never
hefore been seen {n India.  Babu Surendranath with -
the mamorial which had been adopted at Calcutta tra-
velled through all the great towns of Northern India
holding mecetings and asking his countrymen to adopt
the memorial. He visited Bombay, Madias, Puna, Hu-
rat and Ahmedabad on the same mission and was
cqually successful. Tfor the first time it was practically
dgmons;tmtcd in modern Indian history that whatever
might be our diflerences in religion, ngmgu. or S0~
cial customs, the varied races of India can meetl upou
the same ground of action for political purposes. The
possibility of political unity was thas amply demons-
trated and it produced splendid resulls in the not very
distaht future in the stupendous organization of the
Congress, Mr. Lalmohan Ghose wend to Eagland
with these memorials as the Delegale of the Iian
Association and the result of his speech at Willis'
Room was thg ereation of the Staguory Civil-Secvice.
Ouce again in 1879. and in 1884 Babu Sugendrapaih
Banerjec made a tour through upper Ezldiu advancing



140 LFE OF DR RAM LALL CITUGKERBUTIY.

the cause of Indian unity and sowing the seeds of po-
fitical life ir. those parts of the country, It must here
be noted that Babu Surencranath Banerjep has often
shown cousiderable political insight., Thus the Indian
Assoefation tosk up the question of Local Self-Go-
weenment even DBefore Lord Ripon had made his
camous declaration at Dehra Dun -that he had it in
charge from Her Gracious Majesty the Queen IEm-
press to associate the people in the management of
thelr local affairs, and agents of the Association had
visited several places in the Mufosil with a view to
induce the Municipalities 10 pray for the Llective sys-
tem in their conslitution under the provisions of the
old law which has now Dbeen repealed. The Associa-
tion kept up a brisk agitation in connection with the
question of Local Self-Government and did much to
popularize it. It took a leading part in inducing the
Government Lo concede to the Municipalities the right
of electing their Chairman, Mectings were held all over
Bengal, and Lord Ripon's Government deferred to this
universal expression of public opinion and made this
important concession.

LIFE OF Da. RAM DALL CIIUQKERBUTTY RAI BAIIADUR.

CHAPTER 1,

IIIS PARENTAGE,

It has been said often times, both in seagon and
out of season, by the hostile Anglo-Indian Press and
by someoflicials that Bengalees out of Bengal arc meya
nonéhtitits ; that they are disliked and not respected
arid loved by the people of the North-West, and Pun-
jab where they’happen to hold high offices in the Go-
vernment Setvice ; and that thercfore the Bengalees
should on no agequnt be appointed to any post in
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these Provinces. To prove how fallacious is {his sort
of argument, we have thought fit to describe in this
part of our book the life of Dr. Ram Lall Chuckecbutty
whose marvellous success as a Medical Practitjoner in
the North-Western Provinces gives a lig diregt to the
mischiecvous statement made by the'enemies ofy the
Bengalce race, Besides, as Dr. Ram Lall is our persopal
fricnd and neighbour of high exemplary moral charac-
ter, gencrous and kind to the poor, affable and al-
ways ready and willing to help his poor friends, we give
a brief description of hisnoble and valuable life, so far
as itis knownio us.

Rai Ram Lall Chuckerbutty Bahadur was born
at Krishnaghur in the District of Nuddea on the
joth May 1843, and comes from a very respectable
Brahmin family, It is said that his ancestors scttl
ed at Krishnaghur in the timc of the illustrious
Maharajadhiraj Krishna Chundra Roy under whom
they served for a gencration or two. The noble
Maharaja once condescended (o honor Ram Lall's fa-
mily with his gracious presence during the Durga Puja
ceremony celebrated in his house.

We subjoin below a gencalogy showing Ram
Lall's descent,

Goopy Noth Chuckorbutby-—Ghent-giandfathor,
Iara Chundra Ghuokerbhutty—~Crand(athor,

Kailagh Chundor Chuckorbutty—Fathor,

Ram Lall Clinckorintty, —*

Kojlash Chundra the father of Babu Ram Lall
died in February 1881, leaving behind him his son to
look after the family. THe was a pentlemai of agpe~
able nature; and his large heartedness, amiabllity - of
character and disposition combined with hise geadipess

Bratan lve o B Iy skt i

"f,FRm;\ Linll n;i;umlg:ﬁt;lm;guﬂr thﬂ th; MuI:ﬁuprﬂih u.};n faruly 5 bud
tho title of “Ohuokobukty” whioh ho now bears way conferrad Hn il by tho
Jato Moharajadhivaj Krinhna Chunder Roy ag nomqrek gf distineiion, , v
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to help the poor and indigent won for him the love
and admiration of all.  Ile was twice married, By the
first wile he had 3 children, one son and two davght-
ers, of whom Ram. Lall is the celdest, By his sceond
wife he had fjve children of whom only ong son and one
dayghter are still living,  Ram Lall lost his mother at
the tender age of 9 years,  ‘Thus he was deprived of
the tender care and allection of a loving mother at an
age when he stood in neced of them for the {ormation
of-his character, and his education was naturally neg-

Jeeted.

-y

ITIS EDUCATION,

Ram Lall was scni toa local Zatsala at the age of
7 years where he remained till his fourteenth year, Babu
Beni Kanta Mullick of the Mullick family of Krishna-
ghur was his Guramwokashoye. Irom his boyhood Ram
Lall was zealous and persevering in his endeavours to
acquire knowledge, and showed an anwearicd encrgy
of body and mind, sharpncss of intelleet, and  tender-
ness of heart. His regard and csteem for his  tulors
were cxemplary and they still remain unabited, 1lis
relatives and his neighbours remarked that his appear-
ance and features apparently bore the stamp of his
future greatness, In his fourtcenth year he joined the
local Church Mission School which was therr under the
immediate control and supervision of the Rev.
Mr. Dyson, This noble minded and Christian gentle-
man had a very high opinion of Ram Lall's ability
and character. He used (o deliver leclures on
morals, and Ram Lall felt greal pleasure in atteatively
nearing them and deriving much benefit from his
tefchimgs, The venerable Missionarie’s teachings were
‘profitably sown on a fertile sotl, It was his strict ad-
herence “to the principles of morality and rectitude,
which were thus instilled into his youthful mind, that
made hig tlse to so emipent a position i life, They
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actuated him inall his actions and deeds. :

Although Ram Lall commenced his English
studies at an advanced age, yet his industry al capa-
city for work soon enabled him to risg to the prepara-
tory Buntrauge class of the Krishnaghur College, which
he joined in the year 1859, It is said that he at frrst
showed a little deficicncy in Mathematics when he was
ih the lower classes; but by his steady perseverance
and through the kind exertion of his able tutor Babu
Woomesh Chundra Dutt the late distinguished pro-
fessor of the Krishnaghur College, and now a pen-
sioner, he was soon able to make a tolerable progress
in that subject. In the year 1860, he passed his En-
trance Lt xamination in the first division and stood very
high 1n the list of successful candidates obtaining a
Junior scholarship. He then joined the College classes
to prepare himself for the I'. A. Examination ; bul he
could not continue his studies to his utter disappoint-
ment. It was the accursed dreadful malarious fever
of 1864 that devastated the town, and prostrated his
health and ultimately compelled him to give up his
studies al IKrishnaghur, while reading in the First Year
Class.

«1Ic now conceived the idea of joining the Calcutta,
Medical College but his father was opposed 1o it. He
then took the advice of Professor Woomesh Chun-
dra Dutt, his beloved teacher and a kind neighbour
and resolved upon going down to Calcutta, He woulc
not hear any body but prepared himself {o face any
obstacle that might come in his way. He now set
about devising means for the completion of his secret
object, Finding it hopeless to induce his fathey togacs
cede to his request, he could not think of no other
alternative than to bolt away from his father's hpuse
depending upon God who helps those who help them-

. L

selves. ; |
One night when all the membsrs of the. family

have been the guiding principles of his life and have
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were falt asleep Ram Lall escaped from his house
with,the avowed intention of never Yeturning home
until he reached the great goal of his life, Ile had no
money with him except Rs. 5 which he had managed
to obtain from his grandmother who had no know-
ledge of his sceret intentions. Thus Ram_Lll scarce-
ly -yet out of his teens, was drivewr adrift into the wide
world of which he had very littde cxperience. He
came down to Calcutta without the least delay™as a
stranger in an unknown place, He would have been
put Lo great troubles, had it not been for an old
acquaintance of his, Babu Upendra Chundra Mullick,
a cletk of the Caleutta High Court. lle knew the
place where his friend was living, and went straight to
his house where he met with a hearty welcome., When
Ram Lall's father came to know that his son had gone
to Calcutta and determined to join Medical College
he became all wrath, resolved not to advance a single
farthing in the shape of help to his runaway son, Dut
Ram Lall was not a man to yield. He would rather
sacrifice his life on the altar of knowledge than to be a
heavy burden on his family. The quarter in which
Ram Lall put up, being uuvhealthy he thought of re-
moving to better locality as soon as a favorable op-
portunity presented itself, Morcover his friend waseaot
so well off, as to allow him to remain in his lodging.
He was therefore anxious to relieve his friend but how
was he to bring it about? Ile had no other-friend
in the town to help him in this crisis. The only in-
ducement which made him come to Calcutta was the
hope of obtaining a scholarship which was then award-
ed to the first ten successful candidates who joined the
Medical College afier passing the Intrance Dxami-
tation, But on his arrival at Calcutta he heard that
no geliolarship was available, it having been stopped
from the session of 1864-65 when he had a mind Lo
get himself admitted into the College. He now came
‘to learp thatothe only concession in favor of such.

e |
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candidates was that they would be taken fite, He
now made up his mind to become a private tutor
to secure megns of livelihood before he entered the
Medical College.  And it was after considerable diffi-
culty he secured such an appointment. Qne afternoon
he accidenfally met a gentleman who took pily onshim
and pmmf?}?d to plage his two sons under his tuition on
a salary of Rs. 8 per month, This gentleman gener-
ously- advanced him one month’s pay which was a
great favor shown to him in those days of his dire he-
cessity, With this scanty means of subsistence Ram
Lall décided upon leaving his fricnd's house and go-
ing to the Hindu Hostel for students. In this Hos-
tel the charge was Rs, 10 for the upper story and Rs.
8 for the lower one; and he preferred the latter to the
former, and lived there with one of his friends having
had to pay Rs. 7 only as his own share. Thus he
saved onc rupee cvery month from his present income
for his pocket expenses such as tiffin, writing male-
rials &c. After this he got himself admitted free iato
the first yecar class of the Calcutta Medical College,
and with the money advanced him by his em-
ployer he purchased a book on “ IHuman Osteology ™
and some writing materials, TFor full one year Ram
Lall expericnced great hardships which to a young
maf of his age, who had seen betler days was more
than unbearable. His income heing too small he could
not pyrchasc all the books that werc taught in the
class. I@Hc used to copy out books he could not pay
for and prepare his daily lessons. With an unequal
zeal and perseverance he prosocuted his studies in the
class * which atiracted the atlention of his teachers.
One circumstiance worthy of note should be mentioned
here showing Ram Lall's yearning for scientificknol-
ledge. e had a natural taste for Anatomy and dis-’
section. Idc used to pay the Dom in charge ofthe
dissecting room something at times from his clear
saving of one rup~e, so that he mig;htdbe allowed to.

1)
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examine the dead bodies whenever necessary.  After
the College hours he used {o repair tnthe dissecting
room and carefully examine the bodies. ,

At ¢he final examination of the Arst year he ob-
tained ascholarship which added to his present income
enabled him to live with more case and ¢omfort. It
must be mentioned here that at the end ot one year,
his father’s indifference lowards him disappeared and
his sympathy for his once run-away son was evoked
by the unmistakable sign of Ram Lall's future great-
ness, His father now regularly commenced to help him
with moncy which enabled him to give up the tutorship
and direct his whole attention to the prosccution of his
studies. He had no longer to copy out books but was
in a position to buy them.

CHAPTER II.

RAM LALL'S MEDICAL COLLEGE CARELK.

Ram Lall read in the Medical College for full five
years during which period he was deligent, atientive
and obedient to his teachers to a remarkable degree,
By his strenuous exertions he retained a commendable
position in the class, He was a favorite pupil with the
Professors and his teachers and they had a high opinion
of his scholastic career. In all the examinations he held
high positions and obtained prizes. In his Fourth Year
Class examination which is generally held in competition
withthe Fifth Year Class he acquitted himself creditab-
1y and obtained honors in clinical medicine and surgéry
securing high marks in all other subjects, At his final
examination he was also equally successful. After
cdming out of the college, he constantly thought how
he could help his family which was then not in so pros-
perous a condition as it had been before owing to its
being divided into many sub-divisions. His fricads and
-relatives now advised him to commence his practice at
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Ranaghat, Ram Lall agreed to their t

before giving effact to it he thought it " pérformed
labouy and

down once again to Calcutta to consult 1
who were very much idterested in his w8© ﬂﬂﬂ"{bﬂr
hig arrival there he was offered tho post of V& ah 1m-
House Physicians of the Medical -Cbllcg‘rl}?s since
which was~reserved only for distinguished Hspensa-
His success both as a student and a House P 7

canuot be better depictedthan by giving extra®, mic-
a few certificates given to him by the then Prin’ispen-
the College, Dr. Norman Chevers and his coll$ Dr.

at the'time of Ram Lall's leaving them for Allah£°5[ﬁ“
rain-

. MEDICAL COLLEGPyo-
(Calantice, 89¢h June, 181t0
£

o
T pra to recommend to you Sub-Assistan{-Surgeon Ram TLa

Chuckerbutly, who has bean appointed to serve undoer your ovdoera,
I have walchod his progress as a papil here, and he has been for two
years ono of our House Physioinns.

My Duar DR, JoNs,

1 only say whit the whole of the stafl of this institution agree
with mo i thinking, that he 19 an oflicor of storling worth and gran
promise, wollinformad, unnssuming and trustworthy,

Bolieve me,
Yours vary sinogrely,’
(8d) NORMAN Ulllﬂ)ﬂ‘ﬁ'{ﬁ.

I 1iave much ploasure in stating that I have know finboo Ram
at the Mp.

1 the Moadionl
of him bolh ag

*

Lall Qhuckerbutty for nbout four yoars, firsl as a stud
dioal' Cullogo, and ofterwards as Houso Physicin
Qollege Tlospital; and T havo always thought hig .
1ogards good moval eonduct and  diligence, and for hig great pro-
evoss in the acquisition of profossional skill angitnowledges

(8dy  J. ;JféIvIITII, B DYy

UALooT?4; o
20tk June, 1871,
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o Mhe ¢ MEIEDICAT, COLLEGH
fﬁ; Ec?llequ Caloutts 27th Juno 1871, -

room and Lol Chuckerbubly wad o vory distinituished student

At the Colloge, and on loaving Colloge won for himself the

: ition of Physiolan’s assistonl in the MHospital, & pout

tained a 803004 Yith much erodit during tho past two yonrs, TTo

enabled Fpost to tako up o [Lospital appointment .o+ Allnhabad,

must be gh o junior in the sorvico, ho hes, on neoount of his pro-
hig fath0ility, boen solooted Lo iill,

his sy me great plonsura Lo bear testimony ta Baboo Rewr Lall
by th subty's professional ability and charactor, and Lo expiead my

Y Y16, that he will mako for himself n distinguishod pogition in
E8S. ,jse to which ho bolongs,

with (8d) 1 N, MACNAMARA, ., .,
and Praofessor, of Chemgstry,
Stu Medseal Gollege,
in

CHAPTER I1L
RAM LALL’S PROFESSIONAL CAREER.

The first scene of his professional carecr after
leaving Calcutta was at Allahabad. Sir William Muir
the then Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western
Provinces thought it expedient to havea second physi-
cian attached to the Colvin Dispensary at Allahabad,
Through the recommendation of Sir Joseph Fayrer
ksl and the late Dr, Norman Chevers, Ram Lhll
was selectedd o fill up such an important post and was
placed in charge of the Female ward of that, Dispen-
sary. 1lis great assiduity, professional ability and cons-
tant soliCtude for the well-being of his paticnts placed
wnder his tyre, at once made him very popular and the
daily attendece of patients at the Hospital consider-
ably increaset, The amount of medical and surgical
rélfef given to tie people of the Allahabad District was
very great and enbled him to obtain from the Govern-
ment its tHanks antupaises which he so richly deserved.
The first circumstanceof note in gonnection with his nse-
ful service in the Colvi: Hospital was that before 1871
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th ¢’ eye operations for cataracts was seldom péeformed
in these ProvipcCs, and it was through the labouy and
industry of Dr. J. Jones and Ram Lall'a large number
of cataract cascs was operated on.' This eave an im-

petus to this kind of surgical relief which has since

been adenied ona large scale in scveral dispensa-

ries in these Provinces, ?

The sacound circumstance of note was that a mid-

wifery class was opencd in connection with the Dispen-
sary. It was thought by such high authority as "Dr,

W. Wallker, the Iate Inspector General of Civil Hospi-
tals and dispensaries N, W.P,, and Oudh, that the train-
ing of mid-wives for the benefit of women of these Pro-
vinces was agreat wani, Ram Iall took this matter into
his head and opened the mid-wifery class which was en-
tirely under his conirol, It was supported by the liber:-
ality of the native gentlemen of that city and was a com-
plete success under Ram Lall's fostering care. He

worked for the class without any remuneration, and it

was only through his excrtions that the whole native

communily was induced Lo subscribe towards its

maintcnance. The following extracts from the official

records bear testimony (o the scrvices rendered by

the subject by our sketch,
WXACRACT FROM 'ITH REPORT ON TIIE DISPENSARIES OIF
PHE NORTIL-WESTERN PROVINCES FOR BITIE YRAR 1872,

To .
Tun SUPTRINTENDENT
ALLATABAD, Digpensgavies,

Duded Allahabad, the 7l Novembar, 18734
S,

L have to requost the favor of your communionting to Sub-Asgis-
toat Surgoon R [oll Ghuakorbutty, the annexed extraaty of G0,
No, 807A,; daled 29ud ullimo in the Medieal Dopartment.

(B1) W, WARKER,
Inspectar-Glenaral af Civil Hospitals
and Disponsaries N, W P:r'omfﬂces._
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Txtiaob from lotter No, 897 A., dated 22nd Qotober, 1873, fiom
ghe Boerotary to Govornment N, W, Py, to tho Fnypeotor Cenoral of
Oivil Hospilals and Disponsmies, N. W, I

TT, ©¥s ITonor again noticos with approbation Lho lnbove of
Sub-Assistant Swiroop Ram Loll Chuokerhutty, at Allahabad, and
the hbﬂrahty of the Nativo Uentlomen wlm supportodrapils ab the
Female School.”

The official, under whom he served, while at
Allzhabad thus spoke of him.

I map experionce of the work of Assiglant Surgeon Ram Lall
Chuckerbutty whilo acting as Civil Surgeon of Allnhabad, and am
able to lestify to his industry, zeal nad ability,  Ilo i3 & mosl dosory-
ing officer, and T ghall be glad to hear of his promotion. I feel coufi-
dent that ho will do crodit lo any Medical appointment to which ho
may ho nominated,

He managed a fomale Mid-wifory clasg ab the Allahabad Digpon-
gary, and hig exertiona in conneehion with it woro most praise-worthy
and regeivod special commendation fiom Govornment:

(Bid.y J. JONES, m, b,
Ofly. Cil Surgeon, Salien anpur,
17th Decomber, 1874,

ATLAITABAD,
January 3laf, 1875,

My Dear Dz, Brown,

Baboo Ram Lall Chuckerbatly, Assistant Sargoon, atiached o
the Colvin Hospital hore, Lasleatned that thore iy some pmﬂpuﬂt of
some Chvil Medical charge in Bengu beng made over Lo Assistant
ﬁmﬁmna mu[ he not, unnaturally is anxions to have his olnims
hiought forward, Ho distinguished himself highly ns a student, was
for tyyo yemsouge Physician at Modioal College ITospilal, and since

lus appoiniment here, has given every dntisfuotion to Dr, Jones,
Iwmg ahd mysclf;
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Baboo Ilam Lall has year Ly year received the thenks of tha
Governmont, NortlrWestern Provinees, for Ins zea! and efliciency,
and it wag suggostod in the last Annual Tleport of the Disponsarios
Novth-Wostern Provinces that “the Tioulenant CGoverner’s appre-
ciation of his unrequictod soivices should be cupununmﬁtml to the
Surgeon-Geagral of the Tudian Modieal Dopm Emons,

(True copy.)d
(8d) -H, 8 SMITH,

ITis success as a private practitioner at Allaknbad
was all that could be desired., His careful and judi-

cious treatment of cases cntrusted to his charge, and
his high moral character soon made him popular
amongst the native community, So much did the peo-
ple set a high value on his services that on the cve
of his departure they convened a public meeting to
express their great regret and presented him with a
oold walch and chain,

The Pioneer of the oth September, 18%6 wrote
as follows on the subject,

“Asgistant Smgeon Ram Tndl Chuokerbutty has boon transfortod
from Allababad to Moradabad  Tho Nabtive community of Allehas
bad, with whom ho was very populur, to mark thouw appuooiabion of
tlbgﬁul'viﬂuﬂ rendered by tho Asuslant Smigeon, presonted him with
a gold waloh und chuin previous to hus departuve, and forthor mus-
terad sbrong on tho radway platform fo tako loavo of him on the day
he was loaving for his now slation ; Lalla Gya Pexshad, one of the
reprosontative men of tho community nocompanying him o part of
the way.”

‘In September 1876, he was transferred from Al
habad to Moradabad, Here he succeeded to a great
extent in popularizing the European sysigm pf tyeat-
ment in that city. Ram Lall’s sterling qualities soon
eclipsed the fame and reputation of thesshtive physi-
cians, and people came in flocks to him for medical
help. His work in ihe Dispensary was al$o very sa-
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tisfactory: which attracted the notice of Government.
His reputation as a very good physieian spread fur
and wide throughout the Rohillkhund Division so much
so that the semi-independent chief of Rampore often
availed himself of Ram Lall’s scrvices and when he
was leaving for Benaves he expressed his cager desire
of retaining him in his employ on a high salary. But
Ram Lall could not be induced to give up Govern-
ment service. © How did Ram Lall won the love

of tha people of Moradabad will appear fiom the fol-
lowing extracts :—

The Pioneer of the 3rd September 1877 wrote as
follows on the public meeting held there in his honor,

A laige meeting of the native gentry of Moradabad was hold on
the evening of the 18th August in tho Moradabad Migsion Hcehool
hall, to present an address and some handsome presents to Assistant
Smigeon Ram Lall Chuckerbutty, who has hoon tiangforred to Bo-
nares, The Boropean Civil Smgeon ocoupied the ohair,  Baboo
Ram Lall induced the peoplo of Moiadabad gonerally lo adopt the
English mode of modical treatmont, and the systems followod by iLhe
nabtive practitioner (hakims nnfl baadus), which go long had o firm hold
upon the natives of tlus plase, have bhoen nearly abandoned.

EXTRACT FROM TIIE PROCERDINGS OF A MERILINg
, HELD AT MORADABAD, ON TILIE OCUASLON OF
RAM LALL CIIUCKERBUTTY'H TRANSTER
TO BENARIEY.

Wo havo agsombled heie thus night Lo presont you this address
onriho occasion of your leaving our city for Benatos.

In preyonting you this, we do nothing more thau what wo beliove
g our duty, You havo, during this shoib space of 12 months, dono
so muoh glod for ny, that the improssion produced by it upon onr
minds is wob to-ba ensily obliterated, 1

¥ R ' *
The details of tho benefits for which we stand indebted Lo YOu Ao
100 many L0 ho enumerated here,



NAM LALL'S PROTRSSIONAL OAREBR, 158

‘You have in tho first placo introduced English 111ELLiGi1.IEE into
families which never bofore touchod oven the dispensaly watber,
This you have accomplishad with no small labounr by proving o their
anligfnetion tho oifiensy of the Iinglish trontmont, which ore thig wasg
looked upon as far inforior to tho frentment of owr IIuliim‘E..

Tho oane and attention you have bostowed wpon your pgbients
(disregarding all porgonal,gains) bay convinced us that waudariaumy
be aceomplishod by woll-timed assiduity,

The mannor in which you have donp the work of the digpensary
must bo regardod as exomplary, and ihe poor as well as riclt have
hoth beon cqually hensfittod by you, Your private character in
vecoiving such of ug as have had occasion 1o go to your 1esidence has
workod so strongly wupon our faclings that wo are unasble to find
anficiontly stiong torms Lo expross it.

No suitable return for all these bonefits has boen made on oux
part, and wa are doubly giieved to find that o man of your charaotor
(we mean both in public and private capacity) is leaving our ity for
another, but as we lhave no hands in the affairs of our Government
% % % wo must bo conlent with giving you our best wishes
for prospority in this, and proper 1ewad in the woiuld to come. In
commomoration of your stay ab this place we make a prosent of tha
{ollowing mticles which wo hope will be aceoplablo i
Silver enpy, gold ring, silver atiardan,

(8d)) W, 1 MURDPILY, Orra. Crvin SORaLoN,
Pregudent of e Convmatice,

Rourrew Causn, v A,
Pleader, 1ligh Cousl, Secretary,
August 18th, 1877,

Puring his stay at Moradabad he was also placed
in charge of the Civil Medical duties of that station,
in addition (o his own, during the absengce on gle-
putation of Surgeon Major [. L Loch, the Civil

Surgcon, ._ _
In August 1877 he was transferred from Mora-
dabad to the Bhilapera dispensary at Dénares in which

20
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city too his success, both as a Government servant
and a privale practitioner, was equally great as will
appear from the extract given below :—

Para, 74, “The work at Moradahad is highly areditablo
" * , to Assisinnt Swigeon Ram Lall Chuokerbutty, whoso

work At Benares 1 have noticed is duo to the potformanee of o Inrgo
portion of the Swmgionl work provious to lus linnslor,”
-,

He was so much popular with the people of
Begares that when Dr., W, Walker wanted to get him
to the Bulrampur Hospital Lucknow on an increased
salary, several representatives of the native com-
munity waited upon him on deputation and expressed
their unwillingness to part with Ram Lall’s services,
Dr, W, R. Hooper, the Civil Surgeon of the station
spoke very highly of him :—

In February 1849, Dr, W, Walker thought it
proper 1o appoint a better man to the charge of the
Bulrampore Hocpital Lucknow—the largest IHospital
in these Provinces—and offered the post to Ram Lall
of whom he had always a very high opinion, When
Ram Lall came, he found the Hospital not at all popu-
lar. For these many yecars with what energy and assi-
duity he has been working for it necd not be dilated
upon. At present it ranks as one of the best and the
most popular hospitals in these Provincees, As a medical
practitioner he has earned the conlidence of the nobility
and the gentry of Lucknow, His fame and reputation as
a skilful physician,is not only confined to the District of
Lucknow but has spread far and wide throughout the
Province, and the late Moharaja of Bulrampore, Sir
Digbijoy Singh Bahadur K., C. S, L., the Hon'ble Raja
Amir Hussain Khan of Mahmudabad,and the IHon’ble
Maharaja, Protap Narain Singh of Mahdowna, in
Ajudhya obtained from Government his services for
atterding «9n them when they wereill. The Lady
Lyall lying-in Hospital and the Female Medical School
ppened Under' the auspices of Lady Dufferin have

Fal
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greatly prospered in his time and Dw J, Cleghben, the
Director and Supervisor of both publicly recogpized
his services in connection therewith at a grand Durdar
held in December 4th, 1888 uhider the Presidency of
H. E. the Countess of Dufferin and Ava.

RAM LALL'S DEPUTATION TO BULRAMPUR IN OUDI,

The late Moharaja Sir Dighijoy Singh Bahftlur
K. C. 5. 1. of Bulvampur had a fall from an ele-
phant while engaged in tiger-hunting at the foot of
the Himalayas in 1880, ,The injuries he sustained
were very serious and His Highness was in a dan-
gerous state from which there was little hope of his
recovery. Af first IHis Highness placed himself un.
der the skilful teatment of Dr. Higginson, the Civil
Surgeon of Gondah, but the talented officer was soon
called away to some other urgent duty and Ram Lall
was telegraphad to relieve him, Having received di-
rect orders from the Licutenant-Governor N, W, P,,
he at onge procceded Lo Bonkatwa, at the foot of the
Flimalayas, where the Hon'ble Mobharajo had taken
quarters after the accident. Under Ram Lall’s skilful and
consideraie treatment His Highness derived prompt
relicl, and in less than two months he was in a position
to be removed to his palace at Bulrampur, It took six
months before he could completely recover from the
injurics sustained. After His Highness' recovery Ram
Lall's services were still retained and he remained in
attendance on him for more than a year from May®
1880 16 November 188r, His urbanity, simplicity
of character, and endearing habits made *him very
popular at Bulrampur. At a grand Durbgr Held%in
honot of his birth-day festival, after hi .qomplebe.
recovery, In which several Talugdars of Qudh and: a
host of his friends and dependants including seme Eu-
topean officers of Gonda were present, [lis, Highness-
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r.

munificently pave Ram Lall valuable presents and
granted him a pension of Rs, 1oo per month, '

Scveral addresses were given on the occasion both
by the Maharaja himself and his awelasks expressive of
their appreciation of Ram Lall's services from which
we make the following extract t— "

EXTRACT FROM TIE ADDRESS PRESENTED TO RAM
LALL CIIUOKERBUTTY BY ITIS NIGLINESS I
“ MAHARAJA OF BALRAMPUR, K. ¢ § I,

ON 'PIIE OUCASION OF TIIE BIRTIL-DAY
FESTIVAL AFTER IIIS RECOVERY,

* % % Baboo Ram Lall renchod Bankatwe without
tho least delay, and sinee the day ho tool charge of mo, I have much
plonsuro to say that my sufferings gavo placo to oago and comford,

% 4 ¥

X have to thank Baboo Ram Lell CUhuckerbutty, Assislant Sup-
geon, not only for his very able, skiful and consideinte treatment,
bub for the preat sttention, rigid walch, nnd oxtinordinmy onro he
paid with hig best heact to mo, % % % T wigh al heart
that the rolations belweon myself nud Baboo Ram Lall wmay romain

oloso and cordind for ever, &c., &o, &o,

(S4.) DIGBITAT SINGII,

MAmARAIA 0¥ BathaMPULD
Nern Bacm, BAnzaneon,

12th OQctober, 1880,

1118 DEPUTATION TO MAIIMUDABAD,

When Rajah Amir Hussain Khan feel ill in ¥884,
he secured-Ram Lall’s services for one year from July
1884 (0 July 1885. Here also his efforts were crowned
with success. In recognition of his services, he was
prefented”with rich presents and obtained a pension
of Rs. 5p per month, On the eye of his departure from.
the place the following address was given i—-
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To
DABOON RAM LALL CIIUCKERBUTTY,

ABSISTANT SURGEON,

Docron SANIR-

I thank you not only on my bohalf, but nlso 8n be-
half of my cousin Rajeh Mohammad Kazim Iosein Khan Bﬂ,]k‘ﬁdnr
of Bilhara, my family, volations and o officers of my ataff, I
ghall always romombor with gratitndo and pleasure the bLenafits T
have derived fiom yowr able and skilful frentment. X have full
confidonce in you and have n vory high opinion of your profes
sional knowledge and skill, T have watehod with interest not only
your considorato licalmont but also the great attention you cheor-
fully bostow on your patients, Your affability and affection for
thoge who como undor your treabtment have become moverbial here,

2. Tt gives mo great plensure to declave, and I trust all prosent
in this Durbaar will conour with mo in snying that your uprightness
and good manners have oxiorted our respeet and admiration. You
leave in this stalion a host of friends and admirevs,~-nay, I thinlk
that thote, iy not o single person in this town who sposks unfavorably
of you.

4. TBofore conoluding, I consider it my duty to thank "Most
srcoroly 11is Tlonor the Lioutonant-Governoyy N. W. Provinoes, and
Ohiof Commissionor of Oudh, for his very kindly lending mo your

goYVioos,

6. T am aldo thankful to you, gontlemen, for yowr presence in
this Durbar and for tha assurances you givo ma of your respoct for
tho wor bhy genlloman to whom wo arg bidding far owoll, and for ypur

£00d- will towards mo and mine,
Youwrs sincorely,

AMIR ITASAN,

BLATIMUDABAD ¢ }
Rajal of T‘if'fzfmuumbﬂd.

The 17th March 188D,
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{118 DEPUTATION TO AJODIIYA.

In August 1886, he was deputed by Government
to treal Hon'ble Moharaja Proiap Narain Singh of
Mahdowna in Ajodhya, Here he was equally success-
ful and his services were remunerated by valuable pre-
sentsa The following address was given when he

wag leaving Ajoditya i— .

To
BARBOO RAM LAL CIIUCKERBUTTY,
Assistant Swigeon, Balrampora, lospilud,

LUCKNOW,
Docror SAHID,

Before alluding to the great bonefit which I have dorived from
your breatment, I feel it my bounden duty to oflor my sincore thanks
to the all-merciful God for Ilis gronl morey in rostoring mae to
health. I beg to thank moslt cordially, in the next placo, Iis
Tonor the Lieutenant Governor, the Inspoclor Goneral of Civil
Hospitals, North-Western Provinces and QOudh, for their kindly
lending your services to me,

To yow, who have beon oy medieal attendant in partieular, my
best thanks are dus for the vory grent osre and sblontion beslowed
on mG; a4 well ag for tho kind expresgions contained in your address
tome. I shall always romembor with “gratitude end plongsure tha
benefits which I have derived fiom your able and slkilful {rontment,

I feol vory happy to sny, and I teusl all pregont in this Durbar,
will fully agreo with me, that the many excollongios of your
oharacter have won our admiration, T wish hearbily that the rela-
tion between you and me may remain oordinl for evor, I tako thig
opplorbunily of assuring you that my respected father, Baboo Navsing
Nman Bingh Bahadur and my othor relationd, have the same regard
for you as Inlmvﬁ; and fully comour with me in all that I have sndd,

AﬂtﬁﬁjlYﬁ; } Yﬂurﬁ vﬂ.ry Hillﬂﬂl‘ﬂly,

a C e
The 28th August 1886, PROTAP NARAIN SINGH,

Zalugdar, Mahdowna and Raj Gonde de. de.
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+ Here we mention a circumetance showipg Dew
the Government has recognized Ram Lall’s services,’
In 1884-85 a circular was issued by the Surgeon-
General to the Government of India requiring Assis-
tant Surgeons to pass their Septennial HExamination,
without an exception, failing which they would snake
them selves liable to, stoppage of promotion, But such
were Ram Lall's good services that the Government of
Indid was pleased to exempt him from further profes-
sional examinations on the recommendation of the

Inspector General of N, W, P, and Oudh.

In view of the distinguished and meritorious
services, the Government, has of late conferred upon
Ram Lall the title of “Rai Bahadur” as a personal
distinction,

“Iis Excellency the Viceroy and Governor«Ge-
neral is pleased to conferupon Assistant-Surgeon Ram~
Lall Chakravatti, attached to the Bulrampur Hospital,
Lucknow, the title of “Rai Bahadur’ as a personal
distinction.

1., M. Duranp,
Seey. to the Govt, of Indio.

That the Government has conferred the litle
on a deserving man is beyond doubt. It pleased his
friends and admirers, and a grand evening party was
held at the premises of M, %\Iabi Ullah, Barrister-at-
Law in which his Europeafi, Mahomadan .and Hindu
friends assembled together to congratulate the doctdr
on thé title conferred on him.

RAM LALL'S MARRIAGE AND CHARAMNTER.

 Ram Lall was twice married, He married a
lady in the year 1860—who died within %2 years
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amarriagc. On the death of his first wife he deter-
- mined not to marry again, but he was persuaded by
his father and other relatives to do so in 1868 when he
was about to finish his College carcer. He accordingly
married his present wife Sreemutce Giree Bala Debi,
daughter of the late Babu Lall Mohun Ghosal of Rout.-
gram—a village in the district of Burdwan., By this
wifehe had six children of whom 2 sons and 2 daugh-
ters are now living, The two sons, Hari Das and warat
Chaadra are still very young, one being of 11, and the
other g years of age. Ram Lall's wifc is a good and
accomplished lady.

Generous to his poor relatives and friends, Ram
Lall's private lifc is extremely simple and pure. Flis
generosity to the helpless and the distresscd sometimes
degenerates inlo extravagance and his purse is often
times taxed to an extent which his ordinar income is
unable to bear. He has restored several fallen families
by helping them with money. Itis an innate principle
of his conduct to help the poor and the distressed.
In his private practice as a physician he is not only
well-known for his professional ability, but also for his
generosity and natural sympathy for the sick and
thepoor whom he attends gratuitously without accept-
ing any remuneration whatever. His high scnse of
duty, great public spirit, simple and unassuming charac-
tet, unhnpemhab%a honesty, and endearing socia
habits please all who come in contact with him.

In order to shew his self~sacrificing spirit onc cir-
cumstance yequires special mention, When Ram Lall’s
father was on his death-bed he volunatrily expressed
his desire of relinquishing the share of his antestral
property both movable and immovable. His late la-
merr-ed atker accordingly executed a Will which on
his death-bed wholly excluded him from the ancestral
propéity. 15 it not an cxiraordinary’ proof of Ram
Lall's nobility of heart and uncommon sell-sacrifice

which is very rare in these days,
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LIFE OF BABU RAM GOPAL GIIOSE.

CHAPTER 1,

HIS PARENTAGE AND EARLY EDUCATION,

Babkua Protap Chunder Mozoomdayr in his scele.
brated biographyof the immortal Keshub Chunder Sen,
in the introductory chapter, says that. before.tie es-
tablishment of the Hindu College in 1817, a batch of
English educated men like Raja Ram Mohun 'Roy,
Sir Raja Radhakant Deb (Dey ?) Bahadoor, and Dew-
an Ram Kamal Sen arose whom he calls the first ge.
neration of educated Ilindus. “The next generation
of men” included the illastrious subject of our sketch,
ancd moral men like Babu Ram Tonoo Lahiry, the
late lamented Rev. K. M. Banerjea, the late Babu
Rusik Kristo Mullick and a host of other equally
good men, whose names will appear in the private
lctters of Babu Ram Gopal Ghose published in an-
other chapter. “The late Ram Gopal Ghose,” Babu
Protap Chunder says, “was perhaps a prominent repre-
sentative” of his class, and ““retained some trace of
the original vigour of the Hindu mind.” .

Babu Ram Gopal and his associates, viz., Babu Ram
Tonoo Lahiry, the late Rev, K. M. Banerjea, Babus
Rusik Kristo Mullick, Radhanath Sikdar and others
were all representaiive men of the class o which they
belonged: In describing the time in which these men
lived, Babu Protap Chunder says “that when Keshub
Chunder Sen turned out of college in 1858, Hindu
Society in Bengal presented a chaos.” Now, with all due
delerence to the opinion of the learned biographer, we
are humbly of opinion that this is a statemepnt pot

‘ 4 17
quite correct, Whatever may have been the social ec-
centricities displayed by some thoughtless.gembers of
mushroont rich families in Calcutta, the Hindu Society
in Bengal, in those haleyon days, was .celebrated for
its deeg} religlougness, purity, benev‘cﬂgnce, E};.lcl self

21
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gactifioe. » With these préliminary remarks, we now
proceed Lo the narration of the chiel events in the life
of this illustrious man.

Babu Ram Gopal Ghose was the son of Babn
Gobind Chunder Ghoge, 2 man of some competence
but mot rich, His grand-father Babu Joge Mohun
Ghose was an employe in the IFirm of Mcessrs. King,
Hamilion & Co., of Caleutta, and was no better off
than the father of Ram Gopal, Dondipara in the dis.
trict ©f Hoogly was the original place from which the
family migrated to Bagatec, a village a mile off from
Tribeny, It was porhaps the orand-father of Ram
Gopal who migrated from Bagatee to Caleutta, where
Ram Gopal was born in the month of Ashin of the

JBengalee year 1221, corresponding to the month of
Qctobet, 1815, The father of Babu Ram Gopal had a
ﬁ.;hop in China Bazar as a Marine-Store-keeper and
passed his days in somewhat straitened circumstances.
It is said that he received the rudiments of Iinglish
education at a little school kept by one Mr., Sher.
bourne, an East-Indian, But his son-in-law, Babu Beer
Chundra Miter assures us that Ram Gopal reecived his
early education at the Hare preparatory School and join-
edThe Hindao College in 1824, when he was about nine
ears of age. Babu Ram Tonoo Lahiry, one of Bahu
am Gopal's intimate friends now living, tells us that
one Mr. Rogers, a LKuropean partner in the IMirm of
Messrs Hamilton & Co., used Lo pay his schooling-fee,
his father being o0 poor to pay all the expenses of his
education, Babu Koilash Chundra Bose in his lectwe
on Ram Gopal Ghose, delivered in 1868, says. that
Ram Gopal soon after his admission into the éﬁllege,
so endeared himself, by his lovely manners and display
of fntellect, to David Hare that the great philanthropist
put his name on the free list of students. The interest-
ing details of his scholastic caréer have now fallen into
obsecurity, and nothing can benow positively known
exceptzavhat men like Babu Koilash Chundra Bose
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had said on the subject. From the same authty;%r\we
come to learn that while Ram Gopal was “barely 14"

ygars old,” he was promoted 1o the second class of the
Hindu College, of which “one Mr, Halifax was then
the teacher,” ‘ ) :
It was about this time, viz., perhapsin the, year
1829, Henry Louis, Vivian Derozio was appointed
a teacher of the College, Every student of history
knows what moral revolution this model teacher )
effected in the minds of his distinguished pupils affong
whom, Bengal is proud to reckon such good and
motral men like Babu Ram Tonoo Lahiry, the late
Rev. K. M, Banerjea, Ram Gopal Ghose, Rusik
Kristo Mulik and others. Babu Koilash Chunder
rightly said that, “under the guidance of Derozio, they
laid the foundation of that solid learning and ability,”
and we should add, of that moral stamina “of which
they made the best possible use in after-life.” He
carried them through the pages of Locke, Reid, and:
Stewart with consummate skill,” so that—*he inoeuw
lated them with large and liberal ideas.” Ope day
Ram Gopal, while 1'ezfc1ing Locke with Derozio,
gave expression to a felicitous remark, “Lockr," he said
Cias written his Conduct of the Understanding, with,
the head of an old man, but with the tongue of n
¢fild” meaning thereby that he had been able t0 ex-
press the highest truths of philosophy, in ]anguage
which a child could understand,” “Ram Gopal’s highest -
studies within the College-walls were Locke’s and Ste.
wart's philosophy, Russel's Modern Europe, Shakes.
pearc’s plays, and the elements of Natural philosophy,*
And (utther more we learn from the same ay thort ty,that
Ram Gopal was delicient in mathematics, *This is the
brief summary of his great scholastic carter™ wHlal -
afterwards blossomed forth in all its politigﬁl andora~

torical grandeur and beauty.
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CHAPTER II.
1S MERCANTILE CARELR,

We are unfortunately left quite as much in the
datk as to the interesting details of this part of his
valuable Jife. Providence saved, howcver, the honor
of the much malinged Bengalee race by having des-
tined Ram Gopal to take to this noble profession
which inade him what he really was, And it was by
.pure accident that Ram Gopal, under Divine inspira-
tiom, was made to adopt this profession. It is said
that a Jewish merchant by the name of Mr. Joseph
“applied” to Mr. Anderson, of the IFirm of Colvin
- & Co,, for an intelligent young educated nalive as his
assistant,

Mr., Anderson, therefore, asked Mr, David Ilare
(o send one of his best pupils. The great philanthro-
pist with a prophetic vision saw the future destiny of
Ram Gopal and selected him as his nominee, The
young nominee, scarccly scventeen years old, in the
memorable year of 1832, we suppose, lcft the col-
lege and became a writer under Mr, Joseph on a
salary perhal:}s of Rs. 40 per mensem, Posscssed of
gigentic intellectual powers, it is no wonder thal Ram
Cxopal, within a very short time, mastered the routine
dutios of a mercantile office, and rose step by step, as
he acquired useful knowledge and proved his moral
and intellectual fitness, Within a short iime, it is
said, that one Mr. T. S, Kelsall joined Mr. Joseph as
a partner, and Ram Gopal was appointed banian, ,The
exact date of this imporiant event in the life of Ram
Gopal cannotl now be ascertained, The Firm went on
progressing, under Ram Gopal's “judicious manage-
mert” for some {ime, we cannot say how long, when
the twq partners separated,and another Firm was open-
ed by Mg~Kelsall himself under whom Ram Gopal
served as banian. IHe then became a partner to the
Firm which assumed the name of Kelsall, Ghose & Co.
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The cxact dates of these events, we have nqt yet heen
able to ascertain, In this way Ram Gopal carried on
his business wilth an immense fortune at his command
till the year 1846 when he withdrew from the firm with
more than 2 lacs of rupces. Some differcnces, "however,
arose between him and Mr. Kelsall “in 1848 which
rendered the continuance of their partnership no long-
cr possible. How this bitter feeling was engendered,
we. do not know, but it seems, from some stray copies
of private letters that are still to be found in the pos-
session of his son-in-law, that My, Kelsall attributed
dishonest motives, or carclessness to Ram Gopal in
regard tocertain sums of money lost to this Firm and
hence this estrangement.” We publish below the letter
of Ram Gopal addressed to Mr., Kelsall which will

partly explain our meaning,
To

Coloutte July 17th 1848.
T 8. Krensaun, Dy

SI,

Tho deop insult contained in your lotter ressivod on the 14th
inslant having boen yet unrecallod, ib i3 impossible for me any
‘ﬁngﬂr io rvolain your prosonts T cannot uge them ; it would De
painful oven to keep thom. Thoy wero valunblo only ag tolens ¢
vegard and fuiondship  The gilt is now off, tho charm is gone, an
the things nio 1oduced to their money value, It affords me therefore
n groat voliof lo roturn tho woithless pelfi Omno word of explanas
tion: T gnust add,

Tu sonding back the diamond ring I have no fﬁmnﬂ{ tio mn.kfa,
for it iy none tho wotso for weming. I have had soma ﬂsnl‘ugiaﬂ in
relurning the snme, since ib has beon worn for several yesrs. I
would have roadily, if pormitbed, handed you the ofigmnalecost of
tho shawl in Rupeos, After some hesitalion I retwn the hoise and
the Atlag, os tho formor wag a gift mado jointly with®your brother,
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and.ﬂfﬂa\y{'m} with your wife. Bul asg those prosents wero essontially

~ yours, I hope they will psrdon my relurning thonr
I cannot resist the temptation of telling you a fow parting wovdne
" on this last gceasion of my writing to you,

Whon I closed my business connexion with you long ago, you,
gir, pul® diamond ring on my fingor ag a token of fliondship,
The dhy that I mgned the deed of dissolution you shoole hands with
me with leais in your eyes, It was you, sir, who thon declared your

“belief that you naver hoped to bo again associated in portnorship
with one whosa connexion should be marked with as much natural
good feeling and sympathy as had ever subsisted between you and
me., Youiequested me to see you as often as I could, ¥You placed a
room at my digposal whenever I might choose to have o vesting place
in town, Was it to & rogue, Mr, Thomas Siddon Kelsall, that
you did all this? And when several months afterwards ot your own,
invitation, Ram Gopal Ghose sabt at yowr board and partook of
your hospitality, was it a rogue, ihat you thus introduced to your
family and friends? Was il a rogue, sir, I ask, on whom you res-
pectfully called, 6 or 8 months ago, asking advice and assistance ve-
sarding your own business | Was it a rogue whom you offered your
begt thanks for discovering fraud and irregularitios in your gsénblishe
ment Did you, sir, gecle tho mediation of one who had robbod you
{0 help you to make new arrangemonts for o DBanian] Was it
rogue, sir, whose servicos you entroaled not very many months apg
to relieve you of your pecuninry wauts ! Was it & roguo, I om-
phatically ask, to whom you seid botween 4 and b months ago, that he
had better come and resume his seal in ofiiee if he wounld but promise
work ¥ Was it one who had repoatodly abused your confidence that
only 3 months ago you read oxtracts from your English letters con
taining what you said to be the pith of yonr homs intelligence » Did
he, aiv, rob you who, at your solicitation, has repeatedly ronewod your
promigrory hoter; knowing ag ho did from your own staloment, you
ave in difficulties ¥ Was it only beenuso you had a purpose to
gain thaf you Tondeoended to address a hardened robber only six
weeks ago YDy dear Ram Gopal” ! This fs the man, sir, whom
your daved %5 write on the 14th July (alluding to sundry potty

r



HIS MERCANTILYE CARERR, 1607

agoounts amonnting to loss then e BOOO) thal you worg porfesily
intisfied that this,was only another case of rvobbory to andd {o
,ﬁmﬂa you had boforo ingtanced. Shame ! Shame | ien thowsand;
tinios 1opeated shame| % " “ ¥
YowsSinoersty,
Rax Gorar Gilonx,

Having thus severed his connection with thy Firm
of Messrs. Kelsall, Ghose & Co,, Ram Gopal set up
an independent Firm of his own, perhaps in the latter
end of the year 1848, under the name of R. G, Ghose
& Co. His old friend, Mr, Anderson, helped him a
great deal, aud his nephew eslablished a corresponding
housc in England through which he carried on a large
business as an Agency Iouse in Caleutta for English
merchants. Ile opened besides a branch Firm at
Akyab and engaged in a profitable trade with Arracan
and Burmese rice and other goods.

His enterprize was then crowned with marvellous
success, but the secret of that success lay in his
thorough honesty of purpose and unflinching devo-
tion to work., Ilis words were believed as Gospel
truths by the Mahajuns and other classes of people,
for he would not break his promises under any cifcums
stance, Babu Koilash Chunder Bose cites two ing
#nces only of his rectitude of purpose, No doubt,
there were such innumerable instances in his commer»
cial life,, bul the particulars of such noble examples of
his valuable life are now almost forgotten.

Babu Koilash says, it was in the year, 1847, that a
{errible commercial crisis darkened the prospects of
mahy Agcency Houses in Calcuita, and ruined them.
Ram Gopal “ had drawn bills to a large extent, on
Houses in England, and was doubtful whetherahey
would be honored at maturity. If dishqnoured, He
would be a ruined man, His fricnds therefore atlvised
him to make a bdenamee of his vast property,” which
he sternly refused to do. He said, with his gharacter-
istic love of truth and honesty, that he would zather
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part with cverything he Had, even the last cloth on
his back, to pay his debts than to defriud his creditors
.by such mean trickerics, On another occasiona
says Babu Koilash, a rich man lent him a loan’
of"a lac of rupees without taking any security from
him whatever, The creditor’s friends admonished him
for shis doing so, but he coolly said that Ram Gopal
wouldon no acceunt break his promiscs, even il Heaven
were to fall, Such in brief is a summary of his her-
"cantilé life, for we have not been able to collect facts
. to throw more light on the subject,

Amidst the arduous and difficult dutics of his
commercial life, he was as enthusiastic and persever-
ing in his literary and oratorical culture as he had been
while a student. In political agitation he was the fore-
most and the most worthy mouth-piece of the Hindu
community, And in the field of Indian Journalism
of his time he was its moving and guiding spirit.
Such was his ardent and genuine love of literature
that, when he was a mere clerk in Mr. Joseph's Firm,
he used to come regularly, after the office hours, to
the Hindu Colicge and fake exercise on dictatipn along
with other boys under o distinguished teacher, Mr,

G. I, Speede.

CHAPTER II1,

HIS LITERARY AND POLITICAL CARELR,

« Mr, Derozio, it is said, after his dismissal from thé
Hindu College for his so-~called iconoclastic prieciples
and views, -established a Debating Club called the
“Adaddmicr Institution,” for the improvement of his
pupils. ‘This Club was to Ram Gopal what the *Oxford
Club® has been to many an English orator, Here he
learnt and, practised the art of gratory in which he after-
wards bgeame a perfect master, Besides these, he'and
his gthe? educated friends established an “Lpistolary-
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Associatlon,” with a view (o write good lettérs 'to each-
other and thereby acquire facility in writing.

» There was another Society called “Society for the
the Acquisition of General Knowledge” ih  whigh
Ram Gopal and his friends read discotirses oh various
political, social, and economic questions as will Be ap-
parent from his private letters published below. The
exact dates when these Clubs and Sotieties whre es-
lablished cannot now be ascertained, but they. must
have sprung up betwecn the year 1833 when the great
Linglish Orator, Mr. George Thompson came to this
country, and the year 1838 from which period we have
got his private letters, As these private letters have
not yet been published by any body, we gladly make
room for theiwn in preference to other matters

CHAPTER IV,

IS PRIVATE LETTERS,
29tk Oelober 1833,
My denr Rusik,

Me, Andorson complained, on Sunday lagt, of your ang his
nobive fionds in general visiting him vory scarcoly. Ilo fold
s ho had ofton writton ehids and torn them away, fonring that
he might bo congidored to press invitabion too often. Will you
thereforo go to him to-morrow c¢vening, and agk Gobind Basack
Lo go with us, as My, Andorson wishes Lo soe him and agked
me to teke Gobind to his house onc ovening, ‘

My, Josoph and Mr, Burgoss will be invited by M, Andef-

gon 10 meol you thore, . )
Evaor yours nﬂ’ed‘mona,,yel}rh -

4
Rax Gorarn Gmodw,

Caloutte I7th May 1834,

My doar Gobind, . L
I have had the ploasure of rocciving bwo, or bhwae lotibors
from you, agd &g none of Lhem havg.beoy uglu}‘ﬂwluﬁgﬂdn}"m

22
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will b disposed, I am alfraid, to chargo me with negleet and
inattention. This, however, is nob the case, Be assurod that I am
fully sonsible of your exireme kindnoss towards me, which I
have no claim upon for anything that I possess. The atincli-
ments of generous mind are always sponlaneous and, warm, till
somothing positively offensive appears,, which at onco saps tli
foundstion of friendship, You will find, I trust, ample explang-
tion when I fell you thatthe lamonted loss of my only ehild, my
mother’s continued illness, and my own indifferent health have
combined to deaw awsy my atlention from the agiceable and
profitable coirespondence of my valued filends. But now let
me nolice few particulars, which I have no doubt will bo in-
teresting to you.

You have, I presume, been already apprised of the progross
that the new Society is making, yet I can not forboar giving
you » brief account of this. I send you one of our circulars,
The eirenlar was issued Lo tho senior students of all the prin-
cipal seminaiies as well as to the young students of the same,
I understand that about 800 young moen wore assembled (on
the 120h Match), What o gratifying sight this must have been
to all true friends of India | What o cirenmstande of congratula~
tion to us who wore desirous of making & propitious boeginning,

But the proceedings were not quile so gralifying as ono mifnt
wish, There was more talking than oratorieal speaking. Two

other good spoechos wero, nevertheless, made, which are so eg-
gsantial in attaching & due degrec of importance lo proceedings of
this nature, The following officors were chosen on this occasion.
President, Tara Chand (Sikdar), Viee-Paosident Kala Chand
Sobt and myself, Secrotarics Ram Tonoo Lahiry and Poary Chand
Mifta, Yvedsurer Raj Kristo Miter Comnitlos Membors are
Krishua Mchun Banexjee, Rusik Lal Sen, Madhub Mulik, Poary
Mohun Bosc, Tariny Churn Banerjea, and Bnj Krishna Dey.

Madhub lms sies. rosigned his post, Many important points
were ﬂVBiHOGkGd 5 4his gonoral moeebing owing to the want of
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previous merangement, Another obscervalion that liag been madg
{6 me by scveral g, that the leading fow did all themselved
withoul endeavouring to got all classes to take an active part
i tho matter. The result of this has bven, as [ gather from {J’le
report leh o disaflection towards several ig.genoal n.nmng% the
members of tha Society. This, however,, T hope and trusl, will
bo healed up before long, In ono of the meefings of the cmmmbtee,
I spoke rather warmly and perhaps harsKI§ about tho misman-
agemont of affairs, On {his account, 2 or 8 membery of the
commitiee havo, I suspeel, been so seriously offended that I do
nol know, if 16 wonld not be for tho intercst of the Society for
me to resign.  Bub I shall talee no such step without consnlting
some fiionds, Lot me drop thig unpleasant affair and procead on,
We have sccured the uso of the Sanscrit Colloge ITall for
our mounthly moetings, but they havo placed no furniture, and
lights at our disposal. We shall thorefore have to provido our-
selves with those. Wo have imposed no compulsoiy coulribu-
tion of any kind, Bul a voluniary subsciiption has been
openod 1o raise funds, Let us have from you and othor Roy
Buhadoor friends liberal remitiances. The Rov, Mr, Nor-
gato hos given us B 50 tlwough Krishna Mebun, (Banorjena)
and anothor Wuvopoan ealling hiwself o Friend {o the Socicty
Aad gont through me a donation of Re 650. T chonld have told
yon Lhat Mr, (David) ITare has beon mada the ITonorary visitor
of our Soeioty, The fist mecting took placo last night (16th
May 1838) and on tho wholo it was a gralifying one. I{ was a
yory dark night, and had been stormy and rainy in the evening,
nobpibhstanding which a 100 young men wote pregeni—and
heard with the ulmost atiention the discourse of the Rev.
Krishna (Mohun Banerjoa) “on tho advaninges of jthossludy of
history.” It was as romaovkable [or ils chaste angd clegant
Iangunge as woll for tho varied information with whidh it was
voplote.  "The illustraliong wore apt and Bteiking, and were
chioflly drawn fiom ancient History,
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THE PSEUDO PROTAP CHAND, A CLAIMANT TO THE
THRONE OF TIIR BURI)WAN RAJ.

I am vory busy, otherwise I intended to sond you o lon
account of the Culne mpassacro, Tho soidisent Protap Chand’
has proceoded up tp Culna (now a sub-division in tho district of
Burdwan and o fow miles off from Santipur on the behks of the
Iookly River) and ercatod some disturkance, The Magistrate
My, Ogilby on filiz- applicd to Governmont for orders, and he
was instructed to apprehend the Rajah. So, down ho procecded
to Culnn at night on the 1Isi instant (Ist Bay 1838) with o
treasure cgcort that he met under tho command of Captain
Little. -On the morning following, the troops wore drawn up in
n lina on the bank, and as Protap Chand attomptoed to got away
from his back in a Pangy (boat) the troops fired, and wounded
geveral men, two of whom have sinco died. Prolap is now in
the Hoogly Jail. His followors and friends amounting {0 800
poopla including some respectable men are in Burdwan jail.
Mz, Shaw, the Aftorney who accompanicd him was also im-
prisoned, hub ho has heon released on bail,

Thore is the grentest sonsation created about this affair.
The natives say that at the instigation of Poran Babu backed
by his rupess, the Magistrato attemptod to shool poor Prolap
Chand and thus make an end ol his dispute with tho roigning

powor,

Yours affeolionatoly
Babu Gobind Chundra Basak. Rast GoraL Girosk.

Calewtia 21st September 1836,

III5 IMPERTFECT KNOWLEDGHE O ILIS
MOTHER~-TONGUE,
My doar anlﬁt]

o the Senor of your lotior, it appoars to mo that you lay
too mugh’ sirgss on agitalion. Too many cools will spoil the

broth, STsiF YaHMCe AEA 78, If you spank to & great num-
ber of peopld) you Would have too much talk, too mueh fuss, and
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too manry proposals, Lyt the rosalt would ba “grosb ory and.
no wool,”

OTIER TOPICH.

I am happy to find that yowr coniribution Lo our Society ig
coming beforo long, ITuro Chundoy Ghoso’s topographical
and statistleal account of Bankura was read at the lush mCoting
by Peary (Chand Miter), It contained n great deal of yseful
iformption, and indeed an Interosting e Tnstructive’ 6880y
May we bo favoured with similay productions by all ony edu.
cated young mon now in the country I T perfectly agres with
you in thinking that the main spring of all institutions is pers
sovorance, o very small ehave of which unfortunately falls to
my lot,

TIIE EDITORSIIIP OF GYANANASE UN.

Busik (Kristo Mullick) is coming to Calcutta, Ram Tonoo
(Lohixi) 18 gone homo, ?.‘mairpcﬂli the principal Editoy of Gyana-
nashun has boen lucky cnough to gotb a Deputy Colloctorship
at llooghly. I wondor who will carty on the paper now,

Yours affoctionately,
Ram Gorar Grosy,

Caloutta O July 1837,
My doar Qobind,

I am glad to hear you nro como. I shall bty to sco you

boforo long,  Will you have o go hack to Loogly boforo you
arc finally soltled hore, T lhave a groat doalto tel] you about
tho Gyananasiun which aftor this wook will go to the hands
of Babu Dukhina (Runjan Mulherjoa), »

Mhig being {he last time that T shall have to ask you to
wrile in the Gyanancshun, pray sond mo something good,
You may pon o small arliclo giving the particulars of Mm'?in'a

conduch nb IIooglyr Sfours &C

Ram Goran Guosg,
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CalofPlil 1240 Auwgust 1838
My dear Gobind,
&o. e, &e. .

At the Tast meeting of our Sooieby one discourse on commeres by
G:u'u Olurhh Dutb Gafterwards & Doputy-Magistrato of th? 1ab clogg)
was read, It did not display much ability, thongh it certainly wny
nredituhla, Our friend ITuro (Iluro Chunder Cthoso, aflerwards a
Judge of the Caloutia small Cause Court) tho Sudder Ameon (who

“Thas lately been iransfarred to 1Leogly) will favour us with an account
of Bankoora. Nothing can be more useful than collection of local
fipformation in this manuer,

I am glad at the progpect of having your acoounlt of Chitlagong
at an early date. These kinds of communieations will above all
malee our Society intevesting in the eyes of Iiuropoans,

A PROJICT FOR POLTTICAL AGITATION IN ENGLAND WITIL
THE ASSISTANCE OF Mr. ADAM,

‘While upon this subject I may a8 woll tell you of the plang which
I heve lately been maturing in conjunction with Mr. Adam, or rathey
under hig direotion and advice, This gentleman, you aro perhaps
awnre has gone to America with a view to join his fumily at Bogl.on,
and then go to Fingland wheve he will probably bo sotblod in London
in connoeotion with o press. I had sevoral interviews with him pre-
vious Lo his departurs, and his carnest proposal was that wo might
gob about colleoting information which should guide the publia and
public measures, This ean bo chielly done by intelligent and notive
men like yourself who are placed in the mufusil. And our Govern-
ment boing so apathotio here, tho best plan would be to transit this
i%ful*mmtiﬂxl tor Mr, Adam in England, who would bring it prominont-
ly forward in the London Press, and arouso the aftonlign of the
Fnglish public to Indian subjoots. ‘When this is once eflvoted, Mr,
Adam Hegms determined to do all (if wo but do our duty and keep hin
supplied with the necessavy imformation) whether by wrlling in
tshe pf@pors, .or by publishing pamphlels, or giving public dis.
COULLs, thn wa bearin mind Mr, Adam's suporior abilitics, we
N hawa}hlj;ﬁla dauPt of the rosult. T will montion & fow of tho mub-
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gectd on which It was thought desirable to eollect new or nore detaildd
information, The real stato of tho Police, nud the means of improving®-
ity tho Abkori systom, its uscs and abuses,/the causos of the absence
of o spinib of ontorprizo in Bengal, and tho menns of roviving them,
i population Incrensing or ciminishing and, what are »the causes
operating. o produce eibhor cffuct T Is wealth incrcaging or decrens-
ing 7 Are the comforts df ihe groat body of the people increasing
or diminishing and what ore the couses ? Letife morality of the
grent body ol the people improving or detoriorating in towns and
in the country, amongst the Ilindoos and the Mahomedang, and how
far do the policy and mensures of Government and the nharautau;
and tho institutions of the people contribute to the improvement
or doterioration? What are the real effects of Missionary Jabours
and in what light avo they vegarded Dby the people t This will be
sufficient to give you an ides of what is meant to be dons, Can the
educatod natives employ their leisure hours better than in carying
into oflfect thiz proposal § Mr, Adam will not lay the information
before the Linglsh publio as his own, but he will distinetly tell how
and in whab mannor it comes to his hand, Petitions and public moef
ings do not produce their desived offects, only because 1t is known t«
bo tho doings of a few English agitators, but when they will see tha
tho natives thomselvos are ab work, seeking lo be relicved from the
griovancos undor which thoy labour, depend npon it, tho attention of
the British public and congequently of the Parlinment will be awaken-
od in suoh a manuoy that the roaction upon tho local Gavernment
will bo irvosistible. Wo will then and not 6ill then see nctive mensures
of amelioration pul into operation. Need I say to convinos you of the
wgefnlness, nay the nocessity of what is proposed Lo be done, &g, &o.
" 1 think you will be very wmoh disappointed, if yﬂ111 suppose that
more o the leading membors of our Society take, the better will be
their produstions, Thoy me vory idle and apatholie, (myself incluedpdy
and I do not know if they will evor mend, Peary Milte(® llﬂxf:'gffess
preparing himself, and will pavhaps make his appearange bafoyic ox-
You wish to know if the Soocvefary wrote in the Deaily 13({; morn-
uadey the Eligllﬂttul‘ﬂ of o meombar of tha 8. AF: Ch. I{:Srg“ng ladg
lottor was mine, and {lie second I do not know wlluse. "
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. he.Acedomie is getting on vory misorably, and I should not ho
‘suwprized if 1n one of these days it be systomatiically Ihbﬂhﬂhﬂﬂ Whn,t,
s pity it is that tlug old and chorished institution of our schogl- -dfys
ghould be thus Huﬁamd tg cie through tho indifferenco of the miu-
ealled edutated nn,bwaﬂ. :
W’all then I will tell you that wo formed an opistolary Aﬂﬂﬂnmtmu,
i, a,, writing letters to each othor, and oircalating thom among tho
membefs, There 187 limit to the nature of our subjocts, Soveral
good lotters havo already appeared, and the utmost freedom of dig-
ougsion s allowed upon the merity of these episties, May God bless

‘you, my dem friend
| you, ’ Livor yours affectionately,

Raym Gorarn Grogn,

I i ey Feljriki

Calenita 10th December, 1838,

My doear Gobind,
8o, &o, &e.

I have just roceived o lotter from home communicating to
me the news of my wifo (second wiloslill living) having safely
delivered a malo child, When is your good lady going to bless
you with a fruit ag thoy say ? Ave you geliing fab upon Chitta-

gong fowls and Turkeys T &o &e.
’ Yours affeclionatoly,

Rax Gorarn Gross,

Caleutia, 14th Januar y 1889,
My dear Gobind,

&0, &o, &,

+ The epistolary Asesocintion may I think bo revived, if a fow of our
frrends will exert themsolves, 'When I havo more loisure on Liand
I shall see what can be done, At prosont T am vory buﬁy,hhﬂviug
w8t talen up ~fhe business of anothey Liveipool ITouse that was

aupprﬁI to me,” You nre right in gaying that one of tho pupils of the
the ey f‘l; Uol]ﬂga iy dostined for Chittagong. I must have misin-
A The following 4 studonts have boon oxamined and a

courses.
con have Jf lﬂkl.ﬂ report has boon sonf by tlic exmminors to-Lord
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Raj Kuisto Doy, and Nobin Qhundea Mitra, (both my neighbouys
whom you may have seen at my houge) Dwarlanath Gupia, and Umex
Churn Sett, (pupils of Rasik Kiisto Mulik) ave to be stationed ab the
%, diatriots viz , Pabna, Moorshedabad, Dagon and Chitbagong, Bub X
nm o1y to hear o roport that these ave nol likely to take place ns
the Governbr, Colonol Morrison s opposed to the intersstnof the
Medionl Qolloga and will thwart this plan if he can, &e  &e ~&e.

Yixouge me for thig shorl and stupid letber. ¥ am busy- and not
vory well either, Bo generous to,

.
Yours aver affectionately,
Rax (oraxr, Glosn,

Caloutta 375t March 1839,
My dear Gobind,

The last meeting of the A-A. ( Academic Association) was
held yestorday night, and we fortunately had a discussion which
took place aflor three succossive meetings having failed, The
ablondance wag thin, and the speaking very ordinary, I have
little hope of the rovival of the palmy days of this Association.

"Tho fvsh annivorsary meoting of tho 8, A. G, K, was held
this month, and tho procoedings altogethor woro setisfaetory

and oncouraging. &o &e &o

» In aboub iwo months, anolher examination of the Medical
Collogo pupils is likely to take place, when a number of them
will no doubt be declated qualified to practise, Of the b young
mon who have passed through the ordeal, 2 or 3 are about to go
to the uppor Provineos, whoere they will awaib tho orders of tho
Governor-Gonoral.

The private oxaminabion of the Iindu Collego 18 not yeb
quito conoluded, This is o grent drawback tosthe“progross
of Lhis vory interesling institation, The day of the publio ex-
amination will ho ono of considerable amusemeont, In the morn-
ing the Town ITall will bb thronged by hundrods of young lads

23
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.mth gy dyesses, and  tho sonior classes will be examined on
general subjeols ; and in the evening the f¥ bntmge of the Oolla%
will exhibit o brilliant display of fire-womks. Ilore then is to
8. new featura in the College oxamination, viz, thero is fo
be no, recitations oftaoting as in former yoars. Yo

J do mot know if I informed you in my last that I have
given order for building an iron steam- boat. It is now being
built at Kashipore by an experienced European, I expeot it will
be completed in & or 4 months. I will of course let ity whon I do
not went it for my use, After this 1 may probably somo day
take o trip to Chittagong to do myself tho pleasure of squeozing
you by the hand.

&o, &e.
Yours affectionately,
Ram Goran Gnose,

8 miles to the North of Calcuits,

16¢h June 1839,

SUNDAY.
My dear Globind,

Hore am 1 at & beautiful place on the banks of tho River

-

in the company of sweet Tonoo (Babu Ram Tonoo Lahiry) and
“removed from busy life’s bewildered ways.” Turton, Dr. Bromby,
and My, Smith of the Sudder Court and other blgwiga have
occupied this garden bafme, and it 18 woll-known under the
mme of the Kamerhatty Groves, Since the beginning of lasb
morth I have had bad health, though not actually laid up, and
I came down- here last might in the hope of improving my

hea"‘bh by‘u tornight’s stay, though I must arrenge io attond
my offieé from to-morrow, o, &e, &

Ever Yours affectionately
Ram Gorat, GHosx,'
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Galoutia, @4th Novomber, 1889.
My dear Gobind,

. Amdbt night I had:the pleasure to reseive your fow lines of the
11th instant, in whish you very justly complain of my, prolonged
silence, L Yo nob know how o oxouse myaelf. T nave certairly been
overhead with business, and have not been very well either for the
Inst 2 months, having been troubled with that very obstinate disease,
the ple, I have also bad the misfortune lately to loose & young,
gister of mine. But notwithstanding all these paliiative ciroums-
tances I should have found time to reply to tho leftera of one Whﬂﬂﬁ.,.

corvespondence and friendahip ave, I can sincerely assure you; highly
estoomed. But I hope to be more regular in future and make smends

for the past

&o &o &o,

In the lagst meoting of the 8, A, G, K, (Sooiety for the acquisi
tion of gonewal knowledge ) our friend. Peavy Chand Mitey produced
the firgh portion of his History of India. It wan & very admipable
paper. It was well writlen, and shewed that he had been at great
pring to eollect information. In the Novomber mooiing, the sacond
portion way rend which suatained the ropulation he had alveady won.
Ile will continne to favour tho Society with a grent many more
numbera bofore his subject comoes to a conclusion, I am sorry to say -
Jhat tho altendance is nob quite so {ull an it used fobes T om afraid
wo may have another instance of thoe temporary zeal of the so.aalled
eduonted natives in the approaching deoline of this soclety,

A GLIMPSE OF HIS MERCANTILE LIFE.

. All our fiiends ave quite well, DBabu Kalachand, (Sett) Tarn
Chnnd, ( Cbuckorbuty } Peary ( Chand Mitber) Russik (I{fiﬂﬂna .

Mulik), Madhub Chundra Mullik, his nephow Bhola Nath have
all turned their attention to trading, And Tam’ vory, happy to
say, somo of them have mads vory fair profits, I an? alko thithkful
ta sy that my own drading operations with Inglond "hqve beon
very succssful, (The Italios arc ours) Shquld "I be equally
suocossful for 2 or 3 yonrs move, I will give up the htisiness of my
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mployor, agd become an independant merchant—an honourable’
?)I‘ﬂfﬂﬂﬂfﬂl], tho prospect of whish thrills me withi delight.

CORRERPON DENOE WITII Mr, W, ADAM,

* I have lmteljr mnawed a kind letter from Mr. W, Adam who ig
now liwing ab Baﬂton with his family, Ho sont mo dn Uniled
States Periodieal containing a characlerishic article from his pen,
dafending: the character and labors of Ram Mohun Roy from the
attacks of a missionary traveilsr Mr, Malcolm, I hope to corryon a
ragulur'corraspondanua with him, :

GYANANASHUN NEWSPAPER AND ITS EDITORIAL
WANAGEMENT.

I should mention to you before I conclude that at a meoting of a
fow goloct friends lately held in my house at the request of Bubu
Ram Chunder Miter, and IToro Mohun Ohatterjea ‘the present econ-
duetors of the Gyananashun, to take into consideration difforent points
connected with the management of that paper. I was requested to
take up the editorial management of i, I have not yot acceded to
the proposal, and I think, there are weighty reasons for declining it,
T have little leisure and less ability to eonduct if, and tho conge-
quence is, I will feel it fo be & great bore, And unl®hs it can be
hetter managed than it is ab present, 1t is not worth while 1o talko it
up. But after all, should the paper dovolve upon my hands, you nay
bo sure Lo be constantly bothoved by me for contributions. In faotwt
is the hope of being largely supplied with news by you that soms-
times induces me to change my mind, And I am quite sure that
I have no mufusil corvespondont who will *more ably and more choor-
fully respond to my call,

Ever Yours affsotionntely
Rax Goran Gros,
Babu Gebind Chuuder Bagalk
Dﬂput«y Gulluatur
Gultanpur, Chittegong,
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PROJECT FOR A NATIVE NEWSPAPER,

Caloutta, 10th January, 1849,
My doar Gobind,

&ro, &o, do,

"The noapasity of establishing a paper T had=ttiig besn convinded
of, and I- havo nover failed to agilato tho subject on all shitable
ocoasions, and when I heard of the extinction of tho Durpan, I hava
viowgd-it in the samo light as you have done, and after tich dis-
cussion, we have now come to a satisfsctory conclusion, »On lagt
Tuesday evening the 7th, Tata Chand, (Chuckerburty) Poary, (Chand
Mitor), myself met it Krishna's, (Rev K. M. Banerjea’s) and w,
resolved upon establishing a monthly Magazine in Bangs;,lee and
Finglish, and also the Dw pan in case the receipts on acoount of th
lattor will anable us to employ & competent pergon versed in English
and Hengalea tg undertalke, the translations of both the papers, / Thig
lmpottant duty ne one seamg willing to undettake and utless we can
seoure an intelligont young man to devote all his time whith would
perhaps cosb us By 100, ,We oan not venture to falke wp two Papers
And in my humnble opinion they me both, under mesent circumatane
oually neocessary, Tho magazine is to keep up a spirit of enquit_
arnongest the soducated natives, to revive their dying inatiiutions
suoh a8 the Library, the Socisty for A. G. K. ( acquirement of
gonoral knowledgo), 10 arouse themn fiom thoir lothargio state, to

»Aisouss such gubjoots as Fomele Bduention, tho re-marvinge of Hindoo
widows &o, It is in short to be owr peculiar organ. The Zurpan
on the othor hand is for the native community in general, to be easy
and simple in ity stylo not to run into any lengthenod diseussion of
any subjool-—to avoid abstract questions, te bo extromely cautious of
1n.wal§ing; the projudices of ihe orthodox, to give itcms of mews f
lilkoly*to be intovesting to the native community, and gradually to ex-
tend their information, quietly to purge them of their prejudices, and
apen their minds to the enlightenment of knowledge tnd Givilixation, °
It should maleo the extinet Durpan its model, The fwo ohjeots of
tho two papors are quite distinet, snd though I have Yery inadequate-
.y exprossed myself, you will perceive the differénee, snd T think you
will oonomr with mo a8 to the wisdom of the plan Iewe propesed.
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The Magazine is to appeay, if possible, on the 1st proximo, Krishng,
~MTaro Chand, and Peary are to bo regular contiibutors., They are
pledged cach of thom to give one article, ench numbor, Tata Chord
will also look over the arvticles goneielly, and I am to be the puppet
show of an Hditon,_and probably an oocecasional Euubblﬂr I do
not think we could make a better arrangement. But 11111m1m1 bant
as my shatre is in a literary point of view, It must ocoupy a good deal
of my time and attention, and I feel assured that unless T am 1olieved
in the course of b or 6 months by Rusikk ( Rusik Xrighna Mullilk )
coming here as he has talked of dong it, I will have to give it up,
"With this conviction you will think 1t gtrange and perhaps wrong in
mo to andertake what I haye done, Be asswmed [ have beon com-
pelled to do go, ag no one else would ontch the mows, and I have
thought it worth our while to have some discussion or aguiation
among our clags, even though it ghould be for a shor pﬁl‘lﬂd It will
be & shame indeed to have to give it up after a ghor b caveer, and this
orisis may infuse some decision into Rusik's mind, Would to God
it may,
A PROJECT FOR A TOWN HALL IN TIIE NATIVE
QUARTER,
For soma days past I have been thinking of another publie objsot,
A Town Hall m the native part of the Town, where wo might hold
our meeting, and place our hbraries, our pictures, and statuos, Wa
are yearly growing to be an important class, Wo shall, wo hopa,.
haversubjeots peouliprly native to disouss froquently in pubhe, Suok,
for instanee, as pelitioning government, T have made an estimats,
and find the oot 4o bo nearly 20,000, The question is how nio
we to got up so large an amount, What do you think of this.
preject ? ‘
Yours aflectionatoly
Rax Gorarn Grrosm,

Calcwtta 26th July 18438.
My dedr Gobind,

I have been ercouraged by our mufual friend Shyama Churn
(Sirkar,) | toﬂﬁute to you, I know how much I am to blame, and
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I shiink from meeting you ugmn "on the field of correspondence,
but I am assured of forgiveness, and have therefore deter-
nined to make & new opening with you, without, how
dver, promising to be & regular customer in the exchnnge of
epistles.

I onclose to you a pyintod series of questions by our Soclaty,
to which we shall all expect smple replies from you, The Socie-
ty, kowever, is almost dying, Two of the committes men have
socoded, Mr Roemfrey, and Mr, Ciow ) and there is a feeling
shat it will not and can not work—the worst symptom of a fatal
disense in such public institutions,

LORD ELLENBOROUGH.,
For tho first time I saw Lord Ellenborough the night
before last at Barrackpur when a grand Ball and supper was
given by the officers of tho station in his honor, I was on the
whole disappointed, There is nothing characteristically noble,
groat, or good in lus features, He looks like o chafed lion,
hamperod and worn out
Though more slovenly dressed than any gentleman in the
Hall, yet'you could discern in his suits and gestures that, he
was once f volupbuary. There may be intellect and briliancy
ebout him, bub thero 13 neithor digniiy nor ihe impressiveness
~of high principlos. Ths spoeches weie good,~—vary good as far
a8 fluency and choice of words went, but there was bad taste
and worse principlos. There was a dogree of egotism, and in.
flated vanity theb would nob go down with any class except the
Army over which he puts forth his protecting'wings, There
wag o atix smongst the company which was nob becoming in
their sorvant, (1) bub worsi of pll was the principlp ho advocated
in these words—"'By the sword we have won ify (Ti2dia) and
by tho sword wo shall keep it Ab the conclugion -of overy
sontence, there wes tremendous cheoring, but rerlernber throo-

fourths of the company prosent wore Militavy ﬁﬂ’lﬁ?&‘ﬂ.
&e &e &,
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You, might have heard that my senior partner goes to Bngs
“land " oit the 10th proximo, and I shall then have & good doal
more to do, and the whole of the responaiblity will rest on nfy

shoulders.
Babu Yours alfoctichatoly
" QopiNp CHUNDRA BASAR, Ram Goral Grosk,
Midnapore,

Caloutta 20th-3ay 1844

My dear Gobind,
oo &e &e

1 find by the Papers just rdeceived from England that My,

Sullivan had presented an address to the Court of Proprietors

regarding the omployment of natives in the Civil administration

of the country, No decision has yeb taken place,
Yours afféctionately

Ram Gorarn Glrosn,

Caloutla 22nd June 1844,
{y dear Gobind, "
- &o &e.

You will bo glad to hear there is o subscription on foot, callad
“The Have Prize Fund”, The plan is, if we gel al lecast Ref
4,000, we invest the amount in Government Socurity, or somo
othor nearly o8 safo investment and more profitablo: The pro-
ceeds to be applied as prize for the best vernacular cssays or
works, The subjects to be chosen by a committeo, and tho merits
of the production to be decided by them, If the amount-does
not reach Ra. 4,000, the thing will be dropped, as any thing that
i3 ngt permanent, should not be mixed with the namo of David
Hare, &c. Much talk of Lllenborough’s reeall,

i Your sincorely, in haste,
Ray Gopar Gupse,
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CHAPTER Y.
COPIES FROM III§ DIARY.
Caleutta 28th ﬂeﬂambm 1884,

The y\w s now diawing to a close, nnd "am purpmting to ra-
view tho journal which I, have kept during the greater part of the
prosent year. 1find that it 1s protty mgulm ly kept up.from lsb
Aprit 1839, On the lat January 1839, the Sooial meetmg of sonae
my npearest and doarest friends took placo at my house, and after
dinner we got up and made speeches, I vecollect, Hury, and Ram
Tonoo Laliry spoke on the oceagion. This speechifying p}.‘upenaity?
infected me, and I knew, one thing that I urged in my speech was
the importance of keeping a jowrnal. I have subsequently been con-
fitmed in thiz opinion by obscrving this system of watching time .~
producing on the character of two of England’s best men, I allude
to William Roscoe of Livarpool, and Whilliam Wilberfores, the eman.
cipator of Wost Indian slaves, whose life i3 written by Lheir respective
gons, L have lately being reading, May God enable me to profit by
the example of these two illustrious individuals!

January 26th.—Rose at half-past seven, Read nowspaper, refusing
Svwgad fiom a Durwan and Janadar who expected omploymant,

h i —
Ry

Hebruary 3rd—Talleed with Mohesh with whom, 1 hnd = plen-
“4ani drive, Grish, Mury, Raj Krishnn, Sham, Ramtonos, Gohind,
TDoorgndng, Moliesh camo, It was o ploasant party till mid-night,
Roud Chatanm’s colebratod speech about the American war,

JR—
1

&
| by

Aprid Jrd~I read somo corrcgpondence between  Dv, Rabovtson,
IIuma and QGibbon the illustrious Triumvirate of contemporaneus
historiets,  The former goems to bo held in the highest ndmivetfon, I

folt sbrong response to Gibbon's love of retived life,

!

2Tth dpril 1839.—Tho establishment of & Patshelle .nenr the
Hindoo College upon Europesn principles. Mr, Hars she:wed u & plan,
and n list of subacripion ta which I had made up my mllld to pnd
down Rs. 50 which Mr. Have did not seom fo like.

2k
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M.Juﬂe 1839,—Rend an eloquent, learnod and intorosting articig
from Dlackwood’s Magazina, 1t was tho woview of Dr, Anmqu;
Istory ﬂf Rome,  Soma idon might be deriged trom tho roview in

guostion aa to tho unpm.bmmn of tho study of tho IImLm*y i Romo,
- U

14%% June 1839,—AL 5 o'olock camo down to the Collbge to seo
the foundation stone of the Putshula Inid by David llare. One sione
was wade fast on the ground by masonry in which o hole wase lafsed.
In it o glass bottle, stoppered nnd sonlod, was dnpnalted conlaining
the newspapers of tho day, and as T wae told the modern coins.

¢ Above were two copper plates one of which was ingeiibed in Eng-
11511 and the other in Bengalee, giving the date and particulars of
“the Patshala with the names of those who formed the College Com-
mittes, and it was further added that the stone was laid by David
Hare Bsq.—an old and respoctable citizon ol the Meliopolls with a
few lines of well-deserved eulogiuin on this phiulanthropic individual,
After tha caremony of laying the stone wag over, Mr., Ilare ad-
lressed those who wore assembled arround him congratulating tha
saublic on the formation of this uwseful ngtitution, but ho was not
wdible, his voice being cholod by the feeling thal was uppormost in
him. He wnas followed by Sir Edward Ryan who explainoed the
object of the institution, laying great stross on the valuo of vernasulne
eduontion, and consluding by a tubute of applanse to Duavid IHaro,
Pragunne Kamar Tagovo spoko in Bongaloee, and expluaining the oljock,
of the Paishalle, and dwolling on the publio good which was likely to
regult from it Ile spolo good Bengalee, and aequittod hjmsolf vory
cereditably, considering le wag quite unpropared for the iask. I wasg
gtrongly reminded tho wholo of this evening, of Mr. Adaw’s views of

eﬂyemmn, and of his onthusinstio advacaoy of the vernaculny ayﬂtﬂm

T wish he had been here to witness tho ulmngn thint i nnmmg“inuud.

A ‘unknown writer publmhed a memoir, and
speeclms of Ram Gopal in 1871 from which we glean
the féllowing :
~ ¢He fuund tnna’*nlﬂn to write in the Gyananeshan,—a thon exist-

. in 18 r].tglut; anaamas uf artioles signed ¥ Civia ™ on the Indian ’l‘rnnmt
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Dusbics. Subsrqnontly he took on himeelf the editorship of the Paper,
—antd whon it consad Lo live, he starled another called Lhe Snenmtnr
I 1833 Goorge Thompson eamo out to Indin. ITe was a man whose
yiows and sentiments wete in perfact acogrdance with those of Ram
(topal, n&\l thoy conjointly founded the British Indan, Sooietys-a
Socioly xghmn the seeinl, cspocinlly the political'i im provement of Indin
formed the chief topie of discourse,

JIn the your 1848 or 1819, we do not know exactly, ho was offored
bhe seeond J udpeship of the Caleutta Court, of Small Causes, but ke re-
solved, ng lte smid “not {o eat the Company’s salt” ITs therefore res-
pectfully doclined tho ofler.

Ram Gropal way m every sense n public man, Thers waﬂ.hardlf’l
any inslitution, oduecational, commerciul, or political with which his
pname has not been inseparably assoointed, He was a very active
membor of the Bengal Chamber of Jommeree,—a Tellow of the Cals
gatta Universily, and n member of tho Biitish Indian: Association,
tho Agi-ITorticultural Society, and the Distrietr Charitable Society.
To crown all, ho was elected in the year 1861, o member of the Beng-
al Tegislative Couneil, bul owing to failing lealth he greatly dis
appointed the hopes ontertained of his carcer in the Council by his
eounteymen, Ilis physical ailmonts subsequently increased, and he
died on tho 25th of January 18G8 of n lingering fever attonded by

a wasting cough,

Ram Clopal stook the greatest interest in the education of his
sountrymon, ¢ {u faat” anyd Dr. Mound, labe Sacrebay to the Capneil
of Tdueatjon 1 can look back upon no part of my early eareer im
conmection with adueation which ig not azsocintod with him.” ( Ram
Ctopnl, ) “Lho smbject of our momoir,” says a wiiter in the Calentta
B{wunV, ( moaning Ram CGopal Ghose) *indited devernl ﬂlmbmmta
ausl vAlunble minnles showing the defoets of the principal edu,,gu,twnu

al iuslitutions,”

When the Belhuno Femalo School was fivst dpened,” and, nono
cnme Torward Lo risk the social ubloquy consequent upan sending
o native girl lo o public school, Ram Gopal was the* fipst man who

broke throngh all tenmmels of social fear, and gt hm d.;xuhhtur acL

i.
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mitted into tho institution. In -the grond movement for promoting
tho censmmmation of widow-marriage by tho naitves of Bengal, he also

took the groatest interest.

Bub the most eminent services done by Ram Gopal to hiy country
ware on gome of thﬂmE!ﬂﬂﬂEi{mH on whioh he delivered his lz['cmm'ubh}
spocclies. Tiis orntorical abilities wero not of an ordinary degeripiion,
and. extorted admiration from persons whose mother-longuo was
the langnage in which ho spoke. At the meoting of the inhabitants
of Caloutta for doing honour to Lord ITardinge, e carriod hig pro-
position of erecting a statue of the Governor-General agninst tho
three eloquent barristers of the time, viz., Mesnis. “Turton, Dickons,

“ond Mama” The next day the John Bulle—a periodical of the day
#¥made the startling announcement that a young Bengalee orator had
“flosred three Boglish barristers,” and called him ¢ the Indian
Demosthenes,” His speech on the Chartor Aet meeting was landed
by the Times ag a “master-piece of oratory.” Mr Iume, Editor
of the Indian Field highly praised his speech on tho occasion
of the Queen’s proclamation, and remarked that, if Ram Gopal
had been an Englishman, he would have beon knightod by the
Queen. Ior bis celebrated speech on the buraning-ghat question,
he will aver be held in grateful remoembrance by the Iindu commu-
nity ab large, as it saved them from Municipal opproession in what
accordfing to their belief, concorned their most gsnered intorests,
fervent were the blessings pronounced over him with heartfolt gra- :
itude by many an old Ilindu for tho signal trinmph ho achioved
o the Government on that momorable ocension,”

CHAPTER VI,
SPECIMENS OF IS PUBLIC SPEECIIES,

‘Tmpossible as it is for us to reproduce here all the
elebrated speeches he delivered on various momen-
tous occasiong, we remain content with making some
random €éxtracts from the collection of his speeches
published by Babu Deno Nath Bhunja of Calcutty, in
1871, To~notice them all, and criticize them in detail
requires a aeparate volume, and does not lic within
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the scope of this compressed biography. Ram Gopal
was a distinguished.orator of his time, but he nevesrande
any display of his oratory, except on rare immergent oc-
cysions, when the best interests of the nation of which
he was \p foremost representative, required it, It is
the noblest function of an orator to represent the grie-
vances and wants of the suffering humanity, and that
heavenly function, Ram Gopal has gloriously performed,
and achieved an imperis hable renown. )

1118 SPEECHES ON THE BURNING-GIIAT QUESTION.

“Personally I have the highest respect for the present Lieutenant-
Governor, and I believe if he wers aware how very objectionable is
the proposed order in & Tlindu point of view, how wounding and
exasperating it must be to all who bohieve in the sanetity of the holy
river, ho would Dbe fur from wishing to onforce that order, Ag for
mysolf, Siry 1 care not where my body may be burned after death,
but I consider it my duty to stand up here, on behalf of the vast
majority of my countryman, who would feel it to bhe a dive calamity,
if tho prospect, so roverentially contemplated, of their bodies being
dispaged of on tho banks of the Iloogly were lost to them.

It was Dfﬂy bhis morning, Sir, that two aged Bralmines eame to
me, and asked me if it wove veally true that Governmont were™hbount
to prohibit the Lurning of the dond on tho banks of the Gunga,
? told thiem in reply that tho Govornment had prssed such an order,
and you Inglish gontlemen, oan scavcoly roulize the effoct wiiich
this, to them astounding announcement, produced, One of them
shook from head to fool, breathing heavily ; the othor fell totiering
on a chair, and his eyes woro bedimmed with tears, Such, Gentiles
mon, Mo tho foolings which the nalives have on this subject, 2 RD-
jael™which to them las an intorest boyond this world, Ts il just,
T ask to wound thovo feelings ' Isab right to sow !klnﬁlﬁ googds of dis-
conbont among « vagt body of unolfonding peacoful subjects? ¥g it
policy, ix it Loleration to pursue suneh a course ? Agﬂud 'yok, Lhis is
proposod to he dane withoul even making out g ease™ As to tho
prguniont that the burning of dend bodies on tho bankseof the river

&
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divectly leads to tha (hrowing of corpyos into lhe Ioogly, il is

L
illogival.
#: ' * " Wi » £ -

I11S SPETRCII {‘JN THE MEMORIATL OF SIR nr,ﬁ:m.r
IIAHDIN(JJ‘ T H]ﬁ (:OV[‘ BINOK- (s]ﬁNhRﬂL .
.-1 O INDIA. .

A lnrgo meeting  of the Inhabitanis of Cileuttn assombled gb the
Town Iiall on the 94th Docember, 1817 Lo tnko into considoratin
the propriety of presonting an address to tho Governor-Grenoral upon
the occasion of his departure from Indin, and also for the purpose of
obtaining some personal memorial to commemornic his eminont serv-
ices*to the Kmpiie,-

™ The address being read, the Revorend 1¢, M. Bannerjen proposod
to add to it & fow more lines distinetly indieative of tho gratibude of
tho native community for the interest which tho (overnor-Genoral
had ever talen iu the cause of their educaton. Tha proposed amend-
ment elicited a warm discugsion in which Mosses, Turlon, ITumo, and’
Colville on one side, and Revd. K, M. Dannerjea, and Babu Ranu
xopal (thase on the other, took tho mosl prominent part,
Babu Ram Gopal said :—

Gentlemon, I regrot thal thore should be n discussion npon the
merits of tho address, I, for ono, think thnt in an addross from the
inhabitants of Calouttn, the want of any prominent allusion to tho
conduct of Lord IIardinge as {he friend of native Tduoestion is ru?
omission which I eannot but regrot.  Thig difference of opinion might
have been avoided, il the hoeads of the native communily~ly far the
larger portion of (ho inhabitants—had boen consultad in an address

«of this deserintion. Tam howevor willing to admit that tho tinto
ha§ oen too himited for taking the proper sbeps, If the pdeition
proposed cannot be nppended as it stands—at all events, somo Flﬂn
may be adc}[ﬁ;?l wheroby wo shall bo enabled to put nntters in
thef true 11u]1t g0 that Lord Ilnedinge may soce that tho characloey
he maix tmned a8 6ho friond of education endenrs him in the eyes of
»tl1o nation s "the heab friend of their intorests, 'Wo all foel that in

| extnudmgtl{ﬂ blesamgs of the British duvﬂmment, the prosperify and

T
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the happiness of the pesple ave greatly enhanced, It is ali vgfmxvell
to guy that in the comprebensive word ¢ peace.making” overy thing
i4 inoluded, but is il meant lo assers that the great causes of the
wdmnﬂmﬂﬁ (& of civilization, the education of the peoplo, Lhe 1m-
provowent of roads and the opening of canaly are”to sink into ingigni-
ficanco ¢ Bmvlty may bo tho soul of wit, but you attempt to sorew it
down in this instance j—it will not do. (Hear, hear) Tord Tar-
dinge dxpressed a glowing desirve for the advancement of Educatmn
among tho native population, and the feelings e expressed nmde a
deep impression upon me. From that moment I have felt a deep-
vooted esteem for the Govarnor-Geneval, and would he very sorry if no

allugion be made to Lord Ilavdingg as the friend and patron of native
eduecation,

The proposal was carried,

Thon with reaard to the pevsonal memorial 0 commemorate the
rorvicos of Lord TIardinge, Sir Thomas Turton propoged the Reso.
lution of obtaining a gervice of plate for Lord TTurdinge himself, and
- porbrait of him for tho Town 1lall,
Babu Ram Gopal rose and said ~—

Goentlemen, once woro I coma forward Lo objest to the Resolution
proposed, It 1 not for me Lo any thal a bebtor Governor-Goneral
than Tovd Havdingo naver gama to Indig, bt apon this wa e 211
agreed, that ho was o good Govornor-Uenernl, and therefore wo con-
1‘1@1: goma forward with anything less than a statne,  If there i any
thing else, surely tho munificent exampioe of tho Bishop of Calentin*
ghould embolden us to come forward with a statue. And surely a
more piaco of plate and a picture are not snough,

My, Turion.—-A gorvice of plate,

R, G, Gthoso,—DBao it so—a gervics of plate is not sufiicient. Vwould
thab T had purse a8 long as thab of the Raja of Burdwan, I ‘would
certninly not ho backward in putting down a goh{i:rm-;}n,d sum. £0e
wards tha oreclion of o statve,  Gentlemen, B3ir Thomas Tyrbm’? hag
allnded o the Sutley Column, but T oannot seo thn:kjhrﬁa is any

*‘Bmhup Wilson lad subgortbed o lm:'g& sum for the Qplﬂ‘ﬂﬁiﬂﬂrﬂtﬁ;
of the sorvicos of Lioid Iiardinpe.
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cmu}guhmi"hubwuvn that snd the momotisl under discussion  Tho Sul-
lay Clolmn 1 o tatbute ot esteom pmd to tho Govornor Gonory) by
his {louorable Mastors, bub what lug thed to do with the alltelion,
tho respeot, and tho gratitado of the (}'011111111111ty-—ft‘mhif.;ﬁ whieh it
would bo Imltry bo aGtompl to oxpross by anyblung losy bl st atuo
to tho metrigr y of our honolneton,
C'olonel Ramsay scconded the mofion and it was o1t

To Hig spocch is &ttributed the beaubiful Hgnestean, Stitug of
Lortd Huidings whish giacos the autidun of If'ort Willinm

AN ANLECDOTE.

[t was in the year 1850, Ram Gopal and Sir [fre-
derick Hnxlliday, then Licutenant-Governor of Bengal
went to Krishnaghur to disteibute prizes to the stu-
dents of the local College,  During the Licutenaunts
Governor's stay, Mr. Browne, the Civd and Sessions
Judge of Nuddea, asked both of them to a public din-
ner, but Ram Gopal was not present at the dinner.
Sir Frederick anxiously enquired about the reason of
his not coming, Ram Gopal felt o delicacy in the matter,
and said that he could nov come as he had made
a previous engagement with his esteemed friend, Babu,
Ram Tonoo Lahiry, But that was not the real veason,
MF. Browne was said Lo be a rough sort of hot-tem-
peted John Bull, He used to snatch away poor car-
penters’ tools when they worked vnder him, and mal-
Jreated them and other poor mechanics of the towm.
Tphis Ram Gopal had heard from his fiiend, and told
Sir Frederick afterwards, that his real reason was, that
Mr. Browne maltreated his poor countiymen.  Babu
Ram Tonosd Lahiry of Krishnaghur is our authority
on the subject.

IPINIS,



