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LEWI S T -HE S I X_T 'EE.N T H'_ 

, !LJ1)A'S_ • , 

A: D, 1774,] su e H was the joy difpbyed by the people on the death of thei1"
hte monarch, thot they ullallimou Gy hailed his fuccelror by the fiattering 3p~l1ation of ; 
Lewis Jbe D rji,.rd .. bu t the youthful king-then only ill his twentieth year wifely r __ 
jeeled a dill inelion that can fo fevere a reB~elion on hi. predecelror. 

-
The cont>gious diflcmper which hnd put n peripd ' to the exiGenee of Lewis, tbe F i(-

ttenth, was [00 11 comm unicated to his th ree daughters, lhe pri ncefi"es Adela ide, Sophia, ;mcl . 
ViCloire, whore tl.ndcrn efs and ~lffl!aion Jor a fath er had, during his illnt:fl, funnollnteu 
tlleir fears of that dreadful diforder. As fOlDe ph ylical writers Jud propagated the opi. 
nion, th;u the fame caurcs which proo\lcC! that diforder in all individ ual, molY? probably, 
operate, :l t the fame time, upon others of the fame blood and family, at whatcvcrdHhnce" 
and without :lOy direa: cor?ununication of the infeClioll , the nation now trcmbkd for 
tbe fOlfcty of the king and his brothers; :md it was deemed by many no improbable e\'cnt. 
that the whole loyal fami ly might have beea carried olf by tha~ f>tal pen, which l""' ·lon • 
been its .nveterate ,eotmy. 

Th prince/re., howeyer, recovered froll~ the ".tur"l diforder, and inoculation WIll hap-
• pi ly called in fo the pre[ervatiol) of the ren of the family . The king, with his two br .... 

thers, and the counters d'Artois, wife to t he yo ungeG,,, til ~Il inoculated Ihe Inm<> 
time, nnd p.lr<d through t lje diforder with the greateCl eafe :lOd (afery. Thil enmpJ<> 

ufullicleot IQ remove the prejudices whic.h had hitherto clWlcd apiult th'lt i,"port.n 
, A. ~_ ' JifeovefY. 
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~if«>very, nnd to extend the pr.aice frolu the court, where it immediately became f'!l2>icn
obi" througbout the province, of Fran~e. 

No fooller W1l' the heallh of Lew!'. confirmed, than he fcdulou!ly apl,lied himfelf to 
conciliate the.alfeaions of hi s people. For this purpofe he prudently rcfolved to repeal 
'the moll: obnoxi ous meafores of the late reign. and to remove thofe perfons frolll the 
.management of public aR:airs, whofe (IIi/lakes ormis(prtuoes had reudored them oifagree
~ble to the, natto,,_ 

• 

One of the moll: popular meafures th.t was adoptel; wos the recal of the count de 
Maurepas to court, whence he had been banifl1ed three-and-twenty years. This noble
'I)lan bad formerly veen mini ne r for the ,marlne department, a !lation f9r which he was 
-eminently qualifieo, and wa" in an refpeas, ,can fide red as a man of great abilities. It is 
-faid, that, in fum~ papers wh ich the rlauphin, father to Lewis the Sixteenth, left behind 
J1im for the ufe of his fan, and which was only to be delivered on his acceClion to the 
th rone, M, de MaureJl~' . was Q:rongly recom mended, .s being'l,ofrdfcd of fuperior ta. 
lents for prefi di ng in hiS council. U pon hi:) TCturn to court, he dec lin ed refoming the 
'fuperintendency of the marine, but ac~epted a feat in the privy-council ; and continued, 
<w ithout any particular title, to ve trye m?ver of al) public afF.irs . 

Severqllodies of lIigh quality, who, from their fcrvile affiduities to the !Jte mvourit., 
'bad long balked. in the fmiles of the cou rt, -were now uaoill,ed from theoce ; while oth." 

. ,\vho· h.dovfcrvetl a dill'e ro,, ~ Iinc of cooduCt: ...-ere reca lled, and hono ured with part icular 
, narks of royal fa vour. M atters, ~rivia1 in oppearance, are " feful ly attended to by 
.pdoceS when they contribute;i " airy «gree, to &a,n tho good-will and love of their peo· 
pie, Small con iidcrations cre;\le great funds of gratitud~ and alf"Ction. The yo ung ,! 
mooMch, in paffillg through P aris On his way tq M'llette, WOS fU!rounded by illcredible 
'Dumve rs of people, who ren ded the air witlt their acclamotions of .. Long live the 
" kill!: I" Strickell with thefe unCaught tellimon ies of zeal and alfcaion, he put his hea<\ 
-out of the co,ch, , nd repeated ly excl.1imeJ, .. Long live my people! YOl1rhapl'inefs{hall 
•• be the princip.1 obj tCt: of my cate." • 

Though _, ,hang". of council~ took place immedi,tely after the occoRion of Lewi~, fome 
lime w'as Cuffe red to elupfe before the .aual removal of the old miliillers. The duke u' Aiguil. 

" on ", os the hd't to refigl~ hi, office of I'rime~",illill:er, which was Cpcedily followed by the 
dir'jlHliOfl of 'Ih'" choneellor ac Maureou, and 'the obbe Terroy, comptrollel'-genr.ral of lhe • 
finances, who had jl1ll:ly inc'urr,d the tktelbtion of the peopk. Yet, even 00 this occa. 
fi on, whon !lIe mon fevere exertions of rigour would hove been jllriiliable, tbe madera. 
tiol1 of the .killS .was confpicuou's; th e pl1niOlinertt of Maufltou was limited to the lora 
lO( his tll>l'lol'lncnt; he W_'¥ permitted to relire to Ills dbte in N mian.ly, and to enjoy 

1ithout ,efirJint the fruib of h~ ini'luit)'. The fcals were delivercd to M. d. 1\1lfO-
• rumi], 
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LEWIS THE SIX EENTft. s 
nt of the parli.ment of Rouen; the COUllt de Vergenne., who h ~",lJed 

on the poft of .mb.lfador at the courts of Coolbrltinople .nd Stockholl", 
preli over the foreign departlllent; and thc count, afrClwards marefeh.ll, 

• nOloill t<d fccreury of war. 
• • 

T~e j that "a. Ixcited by the remonl of thefe unpopular ';;iniflers, to ,,,hom were 
jullly.r. bed th. d flraair.., of the parliament" and all the olher obnoxioUJ me.fur .. 
of the I reign, en. be mar< ~a{jly conceived than expreWed. Nor lIIere tll . hopes IcC. 
ar~ent t were for led with regard to the foture m.ln.gement of public a ITS. The 
,lifmiffioA of tbedakc d'Aiguillon Illd filled the p"rtif.n, of the duke de Choif.u l with 
the ; lhey were f.nguin. ill theirexpeaations that he would again be en-

"'1,vl!rnment of the n.tiol1; while thofe who "iOted (or a continuance of 
pe:,ce:, ~lld thofe wllo were jealous of h is power, were e'l uall y apprehen Ii ve of that event. Dut 
nelthel'the hopes of the former nor the fears of the latter were realized; he .. >s, indeed, 
ree.1 ta coart, and honoured with the flnile, of hi. fovereign; hut the f.vour h. en
jOl'ed.'w .. only "tended to him .\ a private perfon, and he w~s carefully excluded from 
all in matte ... of fI.te. 

popularity of the king was encreafed by th ... public.tion of an ediC}, in which he 
en,g/l:ed to pay unremitting attention to the m;an.1gcll'lcnr of the finances; . to rcflorc the 
di~cha rge of the public deht, which qad heen intercepted hy his predeeelfor; .nd to m,ke 

compenCation to fuch as had fufFered I,y th ,t injurious meafu re. At Ihe r.lIne 
ti vorious fehtmes of economy , .. re adopted; and though thefe were more ple.ling 

th eir appearance th.1I Ileneneial in thei ~ etreas, the people received wi th tranfrort 
nS which promifcd fame future ,tt<nlioll to their ~apriIlCC" and, at le31l, ,Hpl'y<d a 
rc of rcie, ung thelll from their burdens. The ~rice of hread, which had rilen to an 

~ccl1ive height, was reduced by the prudent m.nagement of the new mininers; and tholC 
ho, in the co"rulioll of th e Iafi-reign, had treafu red ai' the corn in tueir ~r.nJries, .nd 

Jhc:rel,y occafioned an artificial fc.reity, were now prevailed UpOIl to bring it to Ulorke'. 

Thefe attelltions were rtwarded hy the appl.ufe of the n,t;on, and o"ly .one circam
/1I:mee 'I'peared now to he w3nting it! order to complet ·, the geno131 joy. This was the 

of the ancient parliaments. The mcafures hitherto purC""d feellled to en
cOllrage t he expctbt;on that it would fpe~dily rake place; .nd equally roifed the hop~s 
and .ugOlent~d the anxiety of thepeopJr. As the change of l11inifl~rs did not imlTle
tliately produce the defired effeas, .nd th~ condpa of the CaUl"! be=e more 'n1big,uou~, 
t tw .gitation of their minds enereafed, until (e.n ,nd difeontents feemed. at length, 10 

preponderate. J n this Ihte of .ffJi", a foleml\ity approlched, which afforded the duke 
of Orle",,, ll1 opportunity qf fign.lizing th.t zeal for the .neicllt eonOitutioll, and th~ 
reltoration of d,e parliaments, wh ich he h d difl'hyed upon former occafiolls • 

• 
• 

, ft 
• 
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ll!>,.as necdrary th.t the p.rli.ment, the p~inces of the blood, the great oIBcers oHbt ... 
together witli thofe of (ome particul,r d-pal'lments, Ihould .ttend the celebt:ation of the 
folcmn funer.1 fervice for th~ lat~ king. wl,'th wa. performed, on the t"enty-fe~enth of 
July, in the church of the ropl .bhey of Saint Denis, where the religiousicrvice is i~ 
t crmixed or Mtended with fever.1 publ ic ceremoni als, rel,ti ve t.o the demi(e of lbe late. 
and the ackuowledg.nent of the reignin&, moo. r<:h-rnatt<rs, whjch, like m. IlY olhers, 
clerive their illll'0r.r:,nce from ,ntiquity and forms. But the duke of Orleans, UPO" thi~ 

q('ca,Cion, refuCe.d to attend t or to :let, in :lny manner, ill conjun8ion with the new parli3" 
mellt; ,nd , in , kUer to the king, he fl,etined the motiv(S of his refufal, alld cnlered 
into a jufii6oation of his condu&. 

Lewi., difguficd with this unexpeCltd oppofition, and uncert.in W!13t elfta t might 
produce upon the other princes of the hlood, hanilhed the duke of Orleans, and lis fon, 
the duke of Ch~rlres, from court. The other princc$, in general, attended the eremo
nil!; the prince of Coudo, having found a (,(Yo for his fcruplcs, by a.diClinaion, hat hs 
<l id not.a in confeq~ence of his tirle or birth, but, officially, as gr.nd maCler f thc 
king's houfhold. The pia .. of the duke of Orleans..wa. fupplied by t he cluke of Bour. 
bon, who went through thofe P.'fts of the c;.eremol1i~1 which wcre allotted t.o tI fitft 
IlTince of the blood. • 

This incident cn.re.fed the.gtner.! difcont.nt; :lDd the king, wlltn he next rep ired 
to the metropol is, in lle.cI of IOcetillg \V.lh tire ufual .nark. of 'pplaure, W3S rceeive lIy 
the inh:lbitants in awful Ci icnee; deje8 fon "was ltrol1gly lu;).rked on every couutena . e ; . 
a!ld t.he youthful monarch, deeply afiea.ed ·by this fuddcn .ch.g~c, determivcd to com Iy 
wilh the wilhes of his fubjeCls. • 

Prepar.tion, ,vere. inlfn«liaroly made to rfttisfy thc:.peop!e; the duke of O rleans s 
rccalled to COAlrt, .Ild ag.in in vitecl to .ttend the royal council.; the Icttrts-de e.ch 
j{fucd .g, wll the 'llcrnbers or" the .pcien t parli'\llcnt, _re reyoked; .nel guard. wer 
poll ed to rt cure. the obnoxious perfons.who compored the prefenr, . from the rage of th 

pulaet. Th twdfth of November w.s the d.y .ppointed for the formal re·eClablifh 
ment of the olcl . p~. rli.men t . The king's entry i.fto the c.pit.!, aoC\)mltanied by h. 

outhful contort, his brothers, and the prineas of'lhe blood. ",ilL the .ppc.r.nce of the 
hI e exiled me".hers, OOIV proceeding .to their rellotation, with all the mag ni fice nce they 

'erc: capahlc of .exhibiting, .ml the Il:reelS lined with gu"oI., and filled with innumerahle 
crowds, "ho loaded the houfes c"et> to their roofs, convey d all the fl'l endour of • trio' 
\lII\ph, Jod cx~it.d morc joy th. n the gr at Cl viClgry. Lewis, 01> t\li. happy <l .. y, riv.l. 
l 'd the mon ,lIuClr,ous ond moli popular of his pr~dec.lfor ... 

. 
Rut thollgh pruclence .nd inclilL.,tion had concurred in le"ding t he .king te cone,li.t. 
be wiods of his p~ople by the recal of the p~fli.mell J, ·he was equally .verfe with his. 

prcdec~[pr ... , 



'774·J . LEWIS TIlE SrxTE'ENTI-!'; • r 
predece(I"or from admitting .ny extenlion of ~uthori;y th~t might tend to circumfcribe 
the plenitude of hi s own power. The fpeech, which he delivered UpOIl this occafion in 
the bed of juftice, was fufficiently explnnatory of his intelltions. He 'ohferved that the 

• • 
flep which he had t,kc!) might ferve as a proof of his regard for his people, whore tran-
quility and happinefs required the prefervation of the royal authority, exempt from di
minution or reftraint; and he hoped, .frolll the attachment and zeal of the prefent .trem
bly, an example of fubmiAion to the reft of \Jis fubjeCls. Their repeated relin.nce tl) 
the commands,of his grlndfather, had compelled that monarch to h.ve reeourfe to exer
tions of feverity in order to maintoin \lis own authority, and to fulfil the obl igations he 
lay under of rendering juftice to his fubjects: that he had 110.0 recalled them, in the e1(
pea.tion th.t they would coniine themfelves to the exercife of thofe funaiolls which 
they were appointed to difchnrge, and which they ought never to have forfaken; .nd he 
expre1Ted his defire that the.y would place a j uft value on his favours, and never forget 
their extent. 

He proceeded to clcc\are, th.t it was his will th.t all paft grievances Otould be conlign
eel to oblivion; .nd that he fhoulcl behold, with extreme difapprohation. whatever might 
lend to crc.te diviuons, or difturb the good order .Ifd lr~nquility which he wifhed to fee 
preferved in his parliament; he recollllnended to the m.gillrates to limit their .ttention 
to the faithful oi(charge of their refpcaive duties, and to co-operate with his wifhes. 
which wrre direCled to promote the welfare and h.ppinefs of his fubjeas; .nd he cOltc1ud
ed hy informing them that his chancellor wo~ld re.d his ordinance to the a1Tembly, (rDrn 
which they might be .1Tured he would not Cu·ffer the fm.lleft deviation to be ,made . 

• 
This ordinance, which may be conudered as a code of clifcipli."e fo r the condua and 

government of the parliament, \vas immediately regillered by the king's command. It 
contained .bout fixty article~, limited the pOlVer and pretenuons of that body within 
very narrow bounds. The members were forbi,ldeo to t!anfmit any remollftT:lllCe or 
arret, concerning fuch alfairs .s might be t"nfmitted to their confideration. to any other 
porli.ments, except in the cafes fptcilied by the ordinance : they were enjoined never to 
relinquifh the adminHlntion of puhli~jllnice, except in caf .. of ab(ol"te ncceaity. for 
which the fidl preudent w.s to be refpouf,ble to the king; relignations, in confequence 
of premeditated pion", were declared to incur the petlllty of for feiture, and the guilt of 
petty treafon; and the grond coullcil, it was added, might reJ.l13ce tbe p.tliamenr, with
~ , '1Y new edia for the purpofe. 

, 

They were iill, however, permitted to enjay the right of remonOnting. previous to 
tIle regiflr.tion of any edia or letters-p.tent, which they might conceive injurious to 
the welfare of t he peop!e, provided they preferved, in their reprefenutioll~, the rerpc~ 
due to the throne. But the repetition of thefe remonllrances were forbidden; and the por
JiafllCnt, if lbey pro\'ed inelfeauaJ, 'were to r~gifter the arret to which they had ohjeaed 

. withi" 

• 
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wilhin. month, at f.,rthe(l, from the fidl ,by of it. publieotion. They were llriClly pro
hibited from iIruing nny arr(llthat might tenll to excite trouble, or, in any manner, ret,m1 
the execution of the king'. ordinances; anu they were aIrured, by the king himCelf, ot 
the conclufion of tbis code, thot:is long ns they odhered to the bounds prcfcribed, and 
",oue no attempt to ext~nd their power, they might depenu opon Jlis prot aion and coun-, 

I 
tcnonce. 

Thus hy ° forldnate c6mllination of circumfl.ncel w.s Lewis the Sixteenth enablcd. 
at the commencement of his reign, not only to (hake olf the odium which had been in
curred by the violent mcofure. of his grandfather, but to Call vert it into a Cource of. 1'0-

pubrity for himCelf; and ot the fame time, without deflroying the nome of parlia,nentr. 
to define the boUIHI. of their .uthority, which hall bitherro heen ind.finite. Hod the. 
magiflrote~ conceived this limit.tion <;>f their power to be 3 violation of the rights f.cured
to them.by th e con.llitution, it was, imliCputably, th",r duty to enter a protcll: againfl the 
condua: of the king; but h~ving once occepted rhe term, of their rell:orotioll, th ey were) . 
certainly precluded, in !o,ojmtitur:, from urging any prct IU~oD,in. furu e heyorul t11efpi
lit of the' ordinance. 

• 
Some altere.tions, however, foon arofe between them and the king. on the interpret •• 

tjon of the articte refpeCting remonlhance, which was doubtfully worded ; they difplayed' 
on this occalion thc fpirit of the ancient pallioment, and endeavoured to enforce th~lr 
former cla ims; but their infant oppofition \ as cruflled hy the decilion of the monarch . " 
and hia anCwer to Ih i~ rellrefent.lions, nat he mllfl be oboyed, was conc1uf,v.e • 

• 
Having thus lilenced the magifirJ.cy, his next efForts wore direCted to the falutory pur

P?fe of rcfirainillg the intemper,te l.eal of rhe clergy. The archbi(hop of Pari. having 
renewed the commotions e~ci ted by the bull Uni.rtnitus. and opf><Ir. cJ rhe admini!!rarion of 
1he facrament, th~ king fent for him to VerCaillc!, and in the flcrn language of offended 
maj~fly reprovrd tbe oBicious priefl; declaring, that inllcad of conligning him to tb,t 
,-xile, \\ hieh ule lote monarch had repeatedly in/liClea, on his again difiurhing the tran
quility of the killgtlqm, he \ 'oulu give bim over to\he utmon rigolll of tl:e Ilw, . 

TlJe provi.lteial rarliJmenls of Def~n9on, Bourdeau", Aix, Touloufc, ,nd Erittalw. 
which had been fuppreIred lty the dece~fed monarch. were olCo reflored by hi$ fucccllo;; 
and unanimity being eflablilhed at home, FroQc. had leifur. to direa her attention 10 her 
late con'luefl of Corlica, wbich llillllrugglcd to throw of the yoke and tcfume ber n3-, ' . tlve independence. 

The cruel fev~ritie$ which werc afterwards proClifc<l againll: tho(c; brave bat unfortll
nate iii.nders, were difgraceful to , civilized nation. For though thebarb:lroa. fierce
,,~f~ of the Co;-lic~ ,\S /lIould be ur&ed in jullific.tion, and (bown to be {cfiraioed by nonc. 

Ilf 



L~Wrs THE SIlCTEENTR. • 9, . 
of thofe ,conventions which collom has efla.blilhed .mong'm.nliind. The caure of it£ 
exertion, the defence of their n.tur.1 rights .nd liberties, will, in a great meafure, ex
culpate them with refpeCt to its irregularity, while thebrigin.I, flagrant, and unc"loureel 
injuflice and ufurp3tion on the other fide, tokes .l\v.y ever~ claim to the right of re
tali.tion. . 

To jullify their cruelty, the court of Verfailles Iud indullrioufiy propagaled a report, 
that a plot had been formed by the natives to nulraere all the French in the ifiand on 
A feenlion.day; but th.t this horrid cleGgn was fOl'tun.tel y difcovered by a young wo
m. n to a Frc.nehru.n, who was her gallant. As the account of this plot, however, is 
extremely vague, and dellimt. of every mark of .uthenticity, the rea lity of it has evor 
been quellioned; and it is more th.n probable that thcJevolt of the Coruc.ns origi
nated in the oppreffion of their governo .... and was rathee the reCu lt-of moment.ry indig
nation, th.n the cOl1fequence of .ny feuled plan. 

Certain it is, that the .verfion of the n.tives from the French was (0 invincible. that 
no benefits could difguife, nor fcar reflrain, its effeCls; and the cooduCt of the latter 
lbewed. that they confidered extermination as the OI, ly efficacious remedy for this mort.al 
antip.thy. Voriol1s were the effons exerted, in the courfe of the preCeot campaign, by 
t-heCe intrepid defenders of their country, and alrerters of tbeir liberties, whom the I.wlef, 
ufurpers of their rights fiigmativ.ed under the odious appellation of banditti. To parti
cul.,.ife th.c me.ns that were employed for their defeat WOUld. be to wound I, umanity by 
needlefs repetition of cruelties.' • 

Suffice it to obCerve, that the f.llle deCultor), kind vf war which had before been cnrrie,l 
on was flill continued; that the oefeClion was fo general. th.t a great part of the Codical~ 
regiment. which had been raifed on purpof. by France •• s a provifion and employment fot: 
r.elllefs and daring {pirits, and to engage the lIobility in its ioterens. joined the maJeron-

, tents; that the lolres of the French were fo confider.ble. th.t they were nccea:,rily 
r.einforced by fever.1 regiments; th.t their communic.tions hetween the <liii'erent 
p.ns "f the 'fiand were frequently cut"off; .nd that the war •• t length. finally degene
rated, through the weaknefs and dellruClion of the nat ives-after many aCts of the moll: 
defpente valour-into the n.ture and refembl.nce of" general hunting, in which. l.rgo 
portion of country is fUl'rounded by a great body of armed men, who narrow.the circle 
by degrees. until every thing within it becomes al\ illevitable prey. 

But Ihe iah.bitants of that part of the ilbnd knO\'"" by the name of the Pieve ,Ii 
Niolo. from Iheir .verlion from fi.very. and the natur.l Ill'ength of t heir country, had 
continued lingle and unconquered. ;n the general (ubjllgation of Corfic.. Their central 
Jituation. from whtch the approaches were tediou, and difficult, operating with the 
caufes we have alfl!';nw, had rendered .11 the efforts of the French for th cir conqu fi, 

B {ince 
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J;nce that period, eqp,lty fruitlefs, Threats of the fevcrefi puniihmcnts, eveR of a ge
neral ,Icfiruellon. having been repeatedly applied in vain, to intimidate thefe heroic ,f. 
~ rtors of their country's freedom, the inllucnee of relislon was, at length, profiituted 

10 bring them. to Cubmi/lion, • 

For this purpofe Aqui viva, on~ of their prien" a powerf al and popalar preacher, was 
/ira- deceived himrelf, and thcn rendered an innram. nt to the deception and rain of his 
friends and countrymen. TNis man was perru.ded to hold O\lt the olive-branch to th 
;eople; and. hi .. perfu.five eloquence, upon a fubiet\; to which religion fo IIJPpily '1'
"lied, and for which e,fe ane} fecllrity were prom I)\; . <lvocates with his aud.itors, WISfOOIl' 
proda6live of the deli red, e/Feel, and the inh.biunts of Pieve de Niolo, upon the mon un
~'1uivoeal and rolemn alTuro.\Ces, not only of • full and unlimited pardon for their palb. 
r~lifu\llce, but of kindo fs and frieudOlip for their prc.fe,"t canduel, volumaril! fubmittc<i , 
to the French go .. rumcnr. 

A bodJl of troolls were accordi"llgly acJn.itte J>".ceabl'y into the difiriCl, who bad no. 
Cooner taken pofl,,/Iion of their natural defences, thotn thoy treacheroufiy murdc<cd two
aIJd-forty of the p.rincipaL i,Ah.l>itanas, who had fonnerly difj>layed. the noll adivity and 
courage io tbe defence of tbeir country. Amongll thole, who were thus Itafely circum. 
vM ted, were one of the two chief lIlagi!1:rotes .'Id j.udges of the difiriel, alld!'Wo nephews 
of, the very Llldreuger of peace, the wretched pricll, Aq~iviva, or thefe unbappy ~ic • . 
tims, ~Ieyeo, including the judgo and the priell's nephews, expired upon the wheel,amid!!: 
til weeping eyes and bleeding heam of tl'leir deilldedfriends, who, in vain adjuredhc.v 
n!ld earth tQ..VCl1ge thi ~ pedidy, 

• The far ' vors were fent to augment the groant, and Merur. the a/Billions of thei 
cOuntrymen, who .Jrc.1dy filled the dungeons of Ballia. 'Nor was the fate of the re
maining inhabitants of Niolo much h.ppier. A bitter f.nfe of the 10lT.s they had for- . 
merly fullaiQed, in varioUi con/lid:i with this mifer.ble people. unfortun.tdy prevailed .. _ 
w i'th tbe 1':rcllc)1, ovep, e,very {enfe of humanity aDd junice. The ..... hole dillrit\; was . 
ruined andoddiroyed; !J,e boufes WCTC burned, snd tbee.ttle carrie.! olf in trtumj,h by 
tue foldiers as a prey. One C.pracint. was dj/tinguilhcd (or defending his Mllfe, linglv, . 
~gJinn hi~ numerllus.,a{fai)anta, :1I)d, af(cr . killing feveral, peri1h.cd, u/lfubdued, amidll; 
the llaIMs.. ' 

A. D., 177 51J T)1e.expences incurred by thi:l.difgr~ceful expedition tl!l1ded to enlarg~ • 
the wounds which Iud. been il\/lic'led by, the lhnmeful profufipn of the I.te I1IOnarch; and 
lI,e cI~vation of Twgot to Jhe office of. cOlllptrollcr-gen~r.1 of the nnances, afforded no... 
{1l1~1I, /hare of difeonrcnt to the polftrful body of tho fArRIers-general. That minifler, . 
• Iike diflinguilb~d {or hi. integrity and tlllenu, had !'Cleafed the coatmerce 0( .grain (rom . 
lIIany injudioiolU rdlrIClioJ\s, both with reg:u-d to the illtO{nal cr.aic and to foreign ell-- -

l'Pna\iQO;, • 
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port.tion; hut. fcarcily of corn unfortunately occurring.t the moment /of !iis regula
rlons, thore effeCl's which proceeded from dearth were afcribcd to the lnnovation, Tle ha;1 
fnggelled. Hi. feeret enemies feduloufiy propagated Teporrs, tllat the 'public dif
trefs w:u the c0'lfequence of certain pOlitical comuilf1ltions; and the people, whofe'l'e.l 
.nifery w •• augmented by a millaken ide. of the incapacity and dppreffitm tlf' their 
rulers, tumultuouBy ,trembled ill large and formidable bodies. They iufulre,hhe m.gif. 
tr.tes, plundered the houfes, and, in the commiffion of thefe outrages, not only dellro),ed 
v.1l qu.ntities of corn .lId Bour, which ,nigbt have nlleyiated th!fir wanta; but encreafed 
the general dillrds, by deterring the proprietors of provifions frOlll bringiug them tb' 
market. 

A dinemper which had extended its fatal ravages among the cnttlc through the heart of 
the kingdom, ~du.ed to the public gloom; and at Dijon, the cnpital of Burgundy, the in
furreaioll of the poput.ce w~s .ttended with the moll fatal efreCls. ,Ihe uuhappy peo
ple, Ilimulated by want, had pilbg~d the haufe, of the intendant, \vbo with difficolty ef
e.ped from their fury. To check their progrefs it w.s necc(J'ary to fumm,ons to the Cuppore 
of government a hody of regubr troops; yet the fami/hed infurgents for fame time fuc
cefsfully refilled the efforts of difcirlined valour, an~ five hUlldred of fbem pertfi,ed be
fore they reJin'luifiled the ineifeaual conBia. 

" This dillrefs, and the commotions it excited, re:\,Ched the metropolis; and Lewis, .frer 
having exerted in vain all th~ al'tS thnt bClleyolence could fuggen for foothing the 'milldi 
of the people, was rc1uClantl YCOlupelled' to repr s thei r out"'ges oy the mon decifive mea
fures, lJaving fummoneo tne parliament to attend him at Ver[.,iJles, he explained to thern 
the urgency of ule circuml1:inces \vhieh ohllgl:d .him to deYi ,~te from the comillon cou,fe 
of jultice, and thtn forbade them to make any I'emonllhncc, 'on the menful-csbi:'was about 
to purf"e_ The magiltrntes, renGhle of the l,eceRityof adopting fon'e fpecdy 'aod vigo
TOUS fyllem, filently acquicfced in the mandate of their (overcign. 

The king, having thus fortified tbe royal authority loy the tacit approbation of his 
parli .. m.nt, commiffioned the martrhatllfe, a regular regiment of thief.t ker~, to difperfc 
the feditiou. multitude, and to execute fummary julHce on t ile moll guilty. At the 
fame time a pardon was promifed to fuch as {hould retum hOll1e, and make (ltisf.Clio,,' • 
for the corn they had fe:7 .. d. The good dfeas of thefe reg1llations were foon difcern
able; numbers endea",?ured to effirce their mifconduC\ by reimbu[Gng the perfons whom 
they had plundered; fome few expiated their olfencn wilh their lives; 3nd 3 I>lentiful . 
haryefi whicb .nfued banl/hed the diftrefa'bf the I'cilple, and rellored tr~llqllillity to the 
kingdom. . • . ' 

The kin, availed himfdf of thil opportunity to eelcll13te, with royal magnificence . .. ,I 

the ~ertmony of, ~i. ·coronOltiOll. which waf performed, ;,', ufu31, :It RIJ i",l. ,'Twenty 
B, • 'million • 

• 
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n>illionlof livres, opportunely fuppl ied by the clergy, preventeo the expence from bei~ 
Ii II by the people; and, on this ocealion, .he a"cicnt dignities of the kingdom were re-

iveo. The count de Provence f'preCcnled the duke of Burgundy; the count d'Artoi.,. 
tIle duke of Normandy; the duke- of Orleans, Ihe ~ke of Aquilaine; the duke of 
c;,;hartres, the <:ount of TouJoufe ; the p,inte of Conde, the count of Flanders; ~I\d tbe. 
duke of B!>u,lK>n. the count of ' Cbampagne. 

This ceremony was fbllO'weu by the publicatiOll of an edict which n difplayed. 
the hD"~llity of LewIs: the punilhmcnt of death . hitherto n.unexed to t crime of <1e-, 
fc:l'tiGlt, was changed> into the IcCs rigorous fentence of working •• n.ve. upon the pub-, 
lie roads. With equal attention to th. gener.1 welfare of his Cubjca., the king nailct! · 
hioielf of the f:tvour.bl~ mamcnt of peace to reduce a part of his numm:>us forces, and 
tefulfil thofe prom'ifes of ecol1omy, which, on his aceeffion to the throne, he had made. 
to his people. The de,th of the mareCeha l de Muy ,,;a. rueeceded by the appointment· 
'If the count de Saint Germaill, an ablo and popuJ..~ o/Ji.er. to thl! vacant poll: of feere. 
llU'y ~t war, 

This noblem;>n, intent on /i'gn~lizing Ili! mhniniltration by (ome afr of ie/cl, ven-. 
tur (Ion a reform which expoCed h1m to the rerentment of the firll fa'llilies in rance 
The mooCquetaires, a military corps, infiituted for the fpee i.1 protcCtiIlll f)f the royd 
penon, we"e wholly compofcd of young men, of high birth; anJ though moll 
We been highly grateful to We fpvereigo, ye~ the expellee attendin it felt, 
:IIld deeply regretted. The fapprellion of his.eorps had been frelillcl\t~ :.gi~~. 
Illi"iner had yet becn foulltl fufficicntly bold to expofe himfeJf to thc.oJi.u .. 

mufi ncceWarily incQr. The count de Saint Germain, I~'~ 
c welfare of his country required. his exrrtiolls, rcprefented 

derived fr.onl wle fa~in" that mull 3CCr4le from thc~re,dll4l 
~'Ice of thefe, reprefeDtalions'&l\ CIlia was puillilhed 

alld tbofe ~". ~ated for 
new otthei"di~illMlolll'" 

dljllftl, however, 
'tio, .. woulJr 

!,latiQIl in a war highljr,,'cj",., 
at.,.. Britain and h 

\G'1btr'thtP of. 
hiD. 
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his ancenolS; ~nd. ~fter ~ feries of altern~te .Jifnfiers and fuccelres, equ~lIy calcu13ted' to ' 
irrit.te the minds of either party, the confliCt now raged with ruch fury, that ~JL ho~s of 
accommodntion fcemed to be at an end. Th:u clefpic~ble a"cl dilhoncfi fyUem of policy •. 
which f~nc\io". the perpetual enco.ragement of internal commotiolls in a rival kingdom; 
"polky which h~d occ~r.on"lly prevailed in almon all the European courts, ~nd .... hid~ 
11~d been fuJfcrod. too invariably, to fway the councils of Vt,f.illes, now i"Suencod the 
minifi-ers'Of lice to interfere in the difpute (ubfifiing between Engl.nd aod her North 
Americ.n -';~Ct.. T,he. opportunity of humhling a rival, of rep.iri'lg . I Jplru . 
{unained in t preceding war, and, .tthe (JlI1e time, of monopoli7.ing the AmeriCOill 
comm rcc, was not, in the o»iniol1 of men who were ever willing to f.criliee jul!" 0 
policy, lobe negleCted. But.s too early an avowal of their cleGgns might {rufirate 
ohjeCt they had in view, they determil1ecl, ~t lirn, to a!lord only private .r.(tancc to b,. 
Americans. 

Befo.re the c10fe of die ye~r 1776, the French' ports in Europe Ilegan to fwarm tv 

Amcric.n private .. s, and to be crouded with the prizes t.~en by thofe velrd. (rom tho 
linSlilh, which weie at lim openly (old without the {mollea colour of difguife •• On re
peated remonfironces from the Britilb court, the obfer .. nce of ~ littl e m"re decorum W.Ir' 

enforced, fome check was given to the open and avo~ed {ale o{ prius; but the prnaic~ 
flil! contiQued. In all the French colonies in the Wen-Indies, the AIDoric.n c1epreda~ 
tions we~mllch more ~voweclly counten~nced. Even French Ihips took American com. 
mini and with few, .nd • .fometimes, no American (eamen 011 board, carried on a w,ae 

in 

he B tilh comlllerce with impunity. 1;he temporifing policy, ~nd indecifiye mea-
of tJi ili court, prevellted,;lt this uufortWlatc period, lbe prop~r ~lrcrtion oc: 
aI , • 

i .reveral French offieeri were permitted 10 ferve jn the AlnClIlil 
the marquis de la Fayette, a young .nthuu.fl. QII.~ 

ich prey.iied jll the days of chivalry; who w:ldrd~ 
~".'ith military fiores (in which llloen.b"rk'I!!i:!l\'ili:ll,'IW,,1 

American jndec.l, 
w~ now {o 11111,"" 

with the A •• riel! 
:It P'.ri,-.,!lYa'~cetlr· ;1 
}lI)int when lll e, toemll h. "f. " 
II;lte perfeverance wOl~ld _ic:iR'~ 
tilncjonll!f 10 d:fa: •. 

reluoed;".in Certaill11 

lin:e" •• that an obfli -• 
wiilicu for folUe. 
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Thus, when ~n American atlventurer 1134 talcen ~nd carrie~ into Dunkirk, .it,h a I'ri~ 
' yateer fitted out at that port, the Englilb pacltet from ~01l2nd, and fent the mall to the 
American ani'nifier. at P.ris, it then feeaned necdr.ry, 10 fome degree, to dlfcounten.nc. 
\fo flagrant a "io:.tion of good neithbour'hood, as well as of the fi · ndin? tre.ties ~twe~~ 
the two nations, ani! even of the particular marine I.ws and regubtlons enabltlhed In 
France, in regard to her eondu'a with the people of o,ther cout~triel. 'fhe capl3i~ and 
'hi. crew <were accordingly committed for foane Ibort tlJl'le to pnfon. ~et even thIS ap
pe.rance'of falisfacHon was obliterated by the circumfiances which attended it: for the 

tlmprifonment of the captain w.s repr~fcntcd to the Americans, os proceeding merely from 
forne informality in his commiffion, and irregullrity in his proceedings, which had 

'brought him to, if not within, the ver~e of piracy, and which were too glaring to be en
ttircly palfcd over without notice. And he was, with his crew, not only (peedily releafed 
11'rom his mock confinement, but he was permitted to purchafe, fit out, and arm a ninch 
.flronger vdrel, and better failer, than the former,for tbe avowed purpofe of continu ing 
lllls <lepredat ions on the Britilb commerce. 

It was in the fame line of policy, that when the Frellch Newfoundland /ilhery would • 
'have bern tot alty intercepted and <lefiroyed in cafe of an immediate rupture, and that the 

• 
'capture of their feamen would have been ruore ruinous and irreparable than the lofs even 
..,r the /hips and carrooes, the 'Engli /h amb.lfador ebtained, in that critjcal fituation, an, 
order from the mininers, that all the American ,Privateers, with their prizes, /houlJ im
mediately dep"t the kingdom. Yet, fatisfaaoryas this compliance, and cOllclu/ive 

-:IS this order appeared, it was comhaled'Wilh fuch ingenuity, and fuch expedients were 
'!' .. aifed to defeat its efreas, that it W31 not complied with, in a fingle inft.nce, through
out the kingdom. It, lIowever, anfwered the purpoft for which it was illtended, by ' 
-gaining time, and opening 3 fubjea of tedious and indccifive·controverfy, until the French 
ihips wer'e 'f:i{e in their refpeaive potts. 

"But though M. de Sartine was the principal advoc.'te for the American caure, he was 
<determined th.t the charges of duplicity which filch a line of condoa mun inevitably 

ring upon his country /holtld not ren perf 01 ally with h,mfelf. He, therefore, upon 
"fome reportl which tended to difcourag. the COOllllerce with the Americ.n., by enf~rcing 
,a heltef th:tt the protedion o( the court would not be extended to French vetrels convey
ing the produas of that continent, .,Id th.t fuch velfels mun, of courfe, if taken, be. 
~orne legal p.rill.CI to the Eo ngli/h, .trured the feveral chambers of commerce, by a public. 
IIlfirumcnt, (,([ued on the fourth of July, 1777) and in direa contravention of all til. 
lEnglith navigation laws, that the king was determined to .fford the fullen proteaion to 
'their commerce, and would raclaim ~ll the Ibips that !hould be captured under th;at 
~ text. 

o 
-Upon the whole, '\vhatever evalion or duplicity might bave appeared in the language' 

oar ,profeliioBi of the French miniftcrs, tbeir conlluct haJ becolUe fo unequivoc~1 u fcarcc. 

11 
• 
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I~ to admit of a double ioterpretation. It was eafy to PFrceiye d ... t, belide, thofe pow
erful motives which had tbeir fource in "'enmity and revenge, they l]Od nolV aC'luired fo 
thorough a relin, for the fweets of the American commerce, that nothing lefs than the ' 
moft irrelillible ne¢e)lity could indllce them to 'forego t11e poffelIion of what they had ob
tained, aOlI the vafillope. with which they had Jlaltered themCdves in future. The Eng
liih council, however, expre/I'ed their conyiClion, .that the harmony which fubfilled be
tween the two nations would not be interrupted; and their confidence was founded on · 
the idea that the houCe of Bourbon would not Cupport the A!nericans. on the double ac
~Utlt, that it would be teaching an evil Idroll againfi themCe!yes which might be too 
foon praCliCed in their own colon ies; and that the etlabliihUl.ent of an indepeodent fbte 
and riling empire in the New World would be dangJ! rous to their future interel\! both 
in Europe and America. This doClrine, it mull be:, confeffed, was more folid than. many 
people, at that time, were wilting to acknowledge; as a fuhjea of fpeculativc controver
fy, it would undoubtedly afford room for ample difculIion; but, un(orturt~tcly, mini. , 
fters, like the refi of mank.ind, are lefs inclined to look to (uture and romote contiugell- ' 
cies. than to the greaten preCeot ,advantages, and to the gratification of. the moll ulgcnt~ 
and powerful pallions. 

• 
At length, the deligns of FTance heing brought , to maturity, the moM was thrown . 

off, and a treaty, evemual and defenGve, was concluded at Paris, on the fixt h of Febru
ary, 1778, between Lewis the Sixteenth and tbe United States of America. The pre
~mble feu forth ... That his Mofi Chrif1:ian m~jelly alld the United States having con
.. eluded a treaty of amity and commtya', for'lhe reciprocal aduolage of their fubjech node 
" citizens, have thought it nece{fary to t.ke into conlideration tbe means of f1:rength
." et1ing thofe engagements, and of rendering thelll ufefDI to the fafety aod,tranquility" 
" of the · two parti"s; , particul3rly .in cafe Great Briuin, iJl refcntment of that connec
.. tion, andoC the good correfpondence which is the objea of the faid treaty, lhould break 
.. the peace witb France, either by direa hof1:ilities, or by obfiruCl illg bel' comlnerceo · 
" ~lld navigation, in a manner contrary to the rights of nalions, and the peace fublilling . 
.. between the two crowns.-And his majelly and the faid United States baving reColved \ 
., in that cafe to, join Lhci.r councils :I'Ild elforts agai.t\ft the enterprizea of tbe commoll. , 
enemy." 

The treaty cooGfis of he following artirles: 

I. If a war !bouM break out between France and Great..Britain, during tIle continu~· 
:IDee of the prerent war between the United States and England, bis majelly and the raid _ 
UnitGd States ihall m~kc it a coromon caufc. and aid eaeb other OIQtually ,with their go 

• ~ On the aotb. or ):111'>1'1, 11(/S. ' 

ollie .' 
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<Clllices, their councils, ~nd their forces, according to the' exigency of conjunCtures, a. be-, 
oeomes.,good and faithful allies, . 

• 
• 

· lI. The ,e!fenti.l ~nd direa ena of the prefellt lIefenli VI! :tlliance 15, to maintain elFeau-
~lly the liberty, fo\'ereignty, and independence, .bfol ute 'aIld unlimited, of the faid Unit
ed States, as .Ivell in matters of government as of commerce. 

3' The 'two ':contraaing parties 1h .. 1l each on Its own part, and in {he manner it may 
j .udge moIl: ,proper, make all the e/forts in its power 'Olgainfi thcir 'commtm enemy, in or
<cler to attain the .end propofed. 

4. The contraCting parties agree, tl13t in dfe eitlrer of them '/houlll form a particulal' 
-enterprize, in which the concurrence of the other may he defrrcd, the parry whore con
<currwce is ,Iefirec!, Ihall readily and with 1:0od "faith join lo '3a in CGneert for that l'ur
'l:lOfe, as faras circumfiances and its own particular'fituation will permit, and in that cafe 
"hey 'fh an regulate, by a panicular convention, the quantity and kind of fuccour to be 
<i'utni/hed, and the t imeand manner of its be~n~ brou~ht into aCtion, as well.ai the aelvan-

ages which are ·to be it, cOllU'enfalion. 

;'5 lf the United States /hould thinK fit to .Hempt ihe reauCtion of the Britin. pOwel', 
'remaining in the norther~ parts of America, or the iflands of Bermudas, thofe countries 
'Or ifhnds, in cafe of fuccers /Jt.1I be.confederated w.ith, or dependeRt upon, Ihe folid 
;U nited 'States • 

• 

,. The Moll Chrifii.n ki ng-renounces 'for e\'enhe polrellion of the iflands of Bermudas, 
::IS well 0$ of any part of the continent of America, which before the treaty of Paris, in 
.1763, or ,ill virtue of that treat y, were acknowledged to belong to the crown of Great 
,Britain, or to th~ United States,. hrretofore called Briti/h colonies, orwhlth are, at thil 
-time, or haveJateLy been, under the,powcr ofth. king and crown of Great Britain. 

, 

7, Hhi'Mofi Chrifiian majefby Ihall think proper to atr.ck any of the iaands lituated 
'n the ,gu lph of Mexico, or near that gulph, which ale at prefent under the power CIf 
IG rear Britain, all the faid iaes, in cafe of Cuccef., lhall ap'pertain to II ~ c:rown of 
France.. 

.8. Neitherofthe two-parties !ban conc1uiJe,eit'her tro'ce or peace wiih Great Britain, 
"",jehoue the formal confent of the other, firll obtained; and Ihey mutualty engage not .to 
'Ioy down their arms, until the independence of the United States /haJJ have been formal
D'y or tacitly alrured b.r the trealY or treaties t~t n.alJ wrmillatc the war • 

• 
, 

• 
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9. The contr.aing p.rties decl.rc, that, being refo~vcd to fulfil~ e.ch ?n its own part, 

the cl.ufes and conditions of the prefent treaty .of allt.nce, .ccordmg to Its (hvn power 
and circulTIllances, there {\, .11 be no after·c1aims of Gompenfation, 011 olle fiue or the 

other, whatever may be the evellt of the War. • 

10. The Mon Chricti.n king and the United St.tes agree to invite or admit olher 
powers, who may have receivcd injuri r.s from Eugland, to. make a common caufc Wil l\ 
them, and to accede to the prefent .lIi.nce, under fuch conditions as fh.l1 be freel y asreell 

to, .nd fettled between )Ill the parties. 

II. The two parties gu.rantee mutually, from the prefent t ime, and for ever, .gainfl: 
.11 other powers, to wit-the United StMes to his Moll Chrl/lian m.je/ly, the pl<fent 
. £feffions of the crown of Fronce in America. as well .s thofe which it nul' .cquire hy 
the future tre.ty of p .. ce; .nd his Moll Chrillian majelly guarantee. 011 hi ' part to the 
United States, their liherty, fovereignty, and independence, abrolute and unlimited, as 
well in matters of government as commerce, and alfo their po([dlions, and [he addition; 
Or conquells th.t their confederation may obtain doring the war, from any of the domi
nions now or heretofore polI'e([ed by Great Eri!'in in North -America, conform.ble to 
the fifth .nd /ixth articles above-written, the whole as their 1'0iTeffion, /hall be fixed. 
and ,,([ured to the faid States, at the moment of the celI'ation of the pre[ent war witk 

Ensland, 

12, Tn order to fix Illore precifely the feveral applications of th e preceding ortieles, the ' 
contr.aing parties declare, th,t in cafe of a rupture between France and England. the 
reciprocal guarantee declared in the faid miele {hall haye irs full force and eflea the 
moment fuch war /hall hreak out; and if foch ropture nlall not take place, the motuat 
obligation of the faid guaraMtees nlall not commence until the moment of the cetr.1tion 
of the prefent ",ar &etween the Uniled States and England, n,all have afcertained tbeir 
pofi'eflions. 

It is impoffible to perofe tbis treaty without confiJering it as tantamount to • declara
tion of war againn Enghnd; and : indeed, there can be little doubt but that it was in
tended to operate as fuch. To the honour of 'Lewis the Sixteenth, however. be it 
{poken, tb.t far fro:n encouraging the infidious projefu of bis minifiers, he difcountc
Ilanced them to the utmon; and th.t, uniformly .vcrfe from every thipS that was unjufl: 
or ungenerous, aDd, confidering this treaty .< a meafure of that defcription, he indig
Ilantly threw away the pen, when urged to fanClion it with his fign.ture. But in all 
evil hour for himfelf, his f"'nil y, and his kingdom, he unfortunately yielded to the. impor
lunate perfuaficms of a party, whore folicitations are faid to have Deen {econded by the 

• 
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powerful influence of his ropl conforr, "nd ligned that' fatal inRrumellt which involved 
bolh hemifphercs in lhe horrors of war ' . • 

The duke ele No.illes, amba1fador to the court of London, ""5, iiI the month of 
)\.hreh, inttru<!icd to acquaint the milliners of Great Britain ", itlt the purport of this 
'treaty, w.hieh h. accordingly ratili.d Co the'r~ in ' the foll owing manner: . 

.. The underr.gnecl :unhatr.dor of his Moll Chritti;rn majd1:y has received exprefs or
" dcr ... to make the following deel.cotion to the court of London. 

" The tJllir'ecJ. tates of North America., who al'C in full potrcffion of independence, 
" as pronounced h tl.t ln, 011 the fourt h of July, 1776, having propofed to the king It> 

... confolid<U'C, by a (orm,l cnnvenlion, the eontlcClio" begun 10 be ella liihed bet .. 

.. the two nalions, the re~)eClive I'lcnipottnti<lries have ugned a treaty of friendlbip and 
U comlllerce, dcfigned to fcrve as a foundation for their mut~:U goQ(\ eorrefpondcnee • 

.. His maje y, being. determined to cl>ltivate the good underfianding fubfifiing be
e, tween Fr lice ond Great Britain, by.every means compatihle wilh his dignity and the 
" good of his Cuhjed., thinks .it necetrary to make his proceeding kno,vl> to the court of 
.. London; ;lI1d 'to declare, at the fame time, th3t the eonlTa6\ing parties have ?aid great 
e' attention not to Ilipulate any excluGve advant.ges in· fa~our of the Frcneh nation; 
.. and th t the United States have refervcd the liberty of ttealing with every nation 
.. ",hatever, "i>on. the fame footing of equ31fty and reciprocity. 

" In making thi:..communication to ~he court of Lonclon, the ]Jng is /irrllIY'l'erf{)~d
.. ~i1 it will lind new proofs of his majelly's eonfbnt and lineere difpofition for peace;. 
.. and that· his Britannic ,,!Ojelly, a"imateJ. hy the fame femim«n", will equally avoid 
.. eve.ry thing that may alter their good harmony; and that he will panicularly take ef
" fcClual mea Cures to prevent the COmll)(:rce between his rnajcfly's CubjeCts and the United 
" Slates of North America from being illterrupted; and to cau.fo all the ufagesroceived 
.. hetwccn cornmereialn3tions to be, in this refj><:6l,.obferved, and all thUle rules which. 
" C1n be raid to foblift between tbe two crowns of France and.Gre:tt Britain • 

. .. In this,juil confidence, the underugned :unhl![ldor t1.i;lks it fuperlluous ta.2CqUlillt 
., the BritillJ Illiniller ... that>the k.ing his mafler ht:ing determined t(> afford elf.CluJI P">
" tcaion to the I~wful COmmerce of his fubjcCl~ a/ld to rnainuill the dig."ty of his 

1 lr is wC'lrthy of renu.l'k, tbat tho Frenl:b nobility, who h:lVo (lIIce been fti:m:ttiud Ol' vt(ermined frH':'. to Ii
~h', were the nmCl (ol'w.:ml, Ull thb oc.cl(:nn, tD e(pouf~.,. tJu(o Whith they confU!CHI.I-_'i'11tt;lCJ jult)y or unjuft.., 
lV w Jl\lU not bt"tt f:Jl(lIliu-ai lbe c;:lu(c u! f('e( ,lom .. •• • 
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.. Sag, h is majd1:y h~s, in conf.quence, t.kcu eventual meafures, in concert with the 
.. "C'nited States of North America." 

r This rlecbr~tion, by which infult was added 'to injury, waS received by the Britinl 
court with evident marks of indignation; an~ the recall of· the EngliOl amball"aclor from 
Vafaillcs, a meafure which lVas now renoered ,lmon a matter of ne<;cfIity, WlS the figlllr 
for the commencement of honilities. • 

As tile French minifhy had long preplrcd for this evellt, they beg.n the wat with con~ 
fiderable advantage. In the month of April, the count o'Elbing failed from Toulon 
with twelye filip. of the line and four frigates. On hoard this tleet was embdrked a bodt 
of land forces; and Silas Deane, the Am"ricln envoy at the court of V.rfailles, anJ 

nrad Alexander Gerard, fecretary to the council of fiate, who had ligncd the Inte 
treaty, in the name of his fovereign, and was now appointed minifie.'· plenipotentiary to' 
the United States of America, accompanied the COUllt on board th e LangucJoe. 

This armament was defiined to firike an important hi ow agJinfl: the EllgliOl ill A,ncri
ca, who, at the period of irs arrival on that coolr, were Ibtiolled ill th e environs of'Slnd y
Hook, whence th ey afterwards paired over to N ew YOlk . Had not d'Etlaing he-cn .le> 
byed by bad weather, and other unexpeCled impediments which he met with 011 hi'S voy
age, he would have hod an opportunity of metting the Engliil, trJllfports ill the D ela
ware, or on the pairage from thence, extremely loaded .nd encumbered, and convoyed 
ollly by two {hips of the line, and fome fr~gates , The BritiOI Reec mull confequelltly' 
have been dellroyed; and as the enemy could not theil, hy any poilible mean<. have profe
cuted its way to New York. and would have been enelafed. on one lide, by the Anlerica'l ' 
army, alld, on the other, by tho French fleet, cut off from all fllpply of provifions ;md 
deiliLute of every reCource, a limilar difgrace to that fuilnined by the EII&lilb, at Sararos a, 
in the preceding campaign. llluiLneceira.ily have been incurted, ' 

Indeed, had d'Eilaing, evcnth.n, direClcd his cOllrfe immedial'ely to New- York, in
fi ead oC the Chef.peak or Delaware .. he nill might have fccured the mof! impo.tan! ad. 
val\tage~, as he would, in that caCe, have encountered tho Ellgliil, flcet and army, whell 
they were entlngled, either with the hying or pafIing or the bridgb of borrts, which hnd 
heen confiruCted for tht; ?Urpofc of conveying the lroop~ from the conlinent to S~lldy
Hook, recently become an itland hy a "iolent bre"h of the fea. In eithet circomfbnce 
he mun hale crulbed the enemy; but his great ohjea was thcfurprife of the £l1g111h 
ft cet in the D elaware, 311\1 the eonlcqucnt welofurc of the army at Philadelphia, a ddign • 
which, providentially for the Englifh, was frunrated by the winds and weather. 

On the el eventh.of July d'EtI.ing made his appearance off Sandy.Hook, where IJY 
the 13ritilb fleet, conGtlitlg of fix fixty-four gun fuips, three of fiflY, two of forty guns. 
with fome frigates and Ooors, )lnder the command of lord Howe. • But the Cupeliorit.)' 
oC the French IVa ,in fome l11e~fure, counterbalanced hy tile "duntage which the Eng-

C a Itlh 
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lilh enjoyed in the polreffion of th~t port or h.rhour which is formed by S~ndy- Hook; 
t he entronce of which is narrow, and the navigatioll for large fh ips rendered dangerou~ 
by a bar which crolres it, and from whence the inlet palres to Ntw- ¥ ork. The expeCt
ell and avowed objeCt of d'Ellaing w"" to force that polr.-.ge, and to attack the Englilh 
f< uadron in the harbour. Notwithllandiog the utmoll exertion. of preparatio n made 
~y lord [lowe, that the time conlJ poffibly admit, yet frOIll a variety of unavoidahle in
cicltnlS, llis Ihips were not arrived in their refpeCtivc lituations of defence, nor had there 
been {u ffieie nt time to chufe their lituotions with proper judgn;ent, when d'EIlJing ap
l"'ared without the Hook. Under thefe circumllancc., which, with re{peCt to effeCt, 
might he co nlidrred, in fo me degree, lS o/Fording the odvantages of a furprize, if he had 
punled 00 direCtly to p.fs the blt and force the palrase, it would feelll, thlt the advan
tage of litualion could not he capable of counteraCting the v.n fuperiority of his force. 
J;lut as d'Ellaing was of opinion that his large fil ips could not pars, in fafety, through 
t,he Ilreights and over the har, he can anchor on the' Jcrfcy lide, ahout four milcs without 
tbe Hook, and in tho vicinity of the fmall town of Shrcwlbury. 

In tllis polition the French fleet remained at anchor eleven days, which were (lalred in 
_ t aking in a fupply of w>ter and provifi9ns. The Englilh feet waf thus blocked up, and 

many velrels undcr Englilh colours (who were ignorant of the lofs of their ufual pro
teCtion) werc doily captured by the French. On the twenty-fecond of Jul y d'Enaing 
left his fiatiO/l, and foregoing th e probable ad van!.ge of a defperate attack on the Britilll 
4eet at SaDdy-Hook, which ao unuru.aL rife of the water would have enabled him to 
~llakc, without danger to his filip. palling t~e bar, fleered toward RhodcIlIanJ, the in
valio n of which he had planncd in concert with the United States. The American ge
neral S"lIivoo a(l'eml1lcd a body. of troops, in the neighbourhood of Providence, with a 
'1iew. to make a defcent on th~ north cud of the illand; whilll d'EIl:ting 'vas to cnter 
the harbour of Newport, ncar its fouthern extremity, and, after defiroying the Illipping, . 
hy a powerful a(faull on the wQrk,s facing the fea, to Elacc. the Britilh forc.es between, 
t,IVO fires 

The French Bee eitho~ blocked up or enterrd the (eveta! ih!ets, lletwoen which R hocle, 
ajld its adjoining fmaller ifidnds, arc enclofed, and which form a communication more or 
lefs na>ig.blc in the differen t branches, between the 0l.en fea and the bock continent; on 
the tw~nty-J1il)th of July, the main botly call anchor ",ithout Brenton's Ledge, about 
five miles. from Newport. Two of thoir Jine of hattie /hips ron up the N3r3gallfct ' 
palr.1g(, a'ld a(tchored ofF the rlOrth. end of the illand of· <i:orumicot, wher .. they were 
Ilrcvtnted for r.ver.l days, hy contrary winds, from rejoining the fl eet: while fome of 
their frigates, entering the Seeconet 1'3lfagc, cOlnpelled th: Englilh to burn tbree fmall, 
lI(jm<t veJrcl$, wJlicl\ .mull .otherwjre h~yc b.cen captured. . 

• 
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Two oppoli'te bays, in clte inlets,on the eaflern and wellenl lid .. s of the in.nd, com

prefs it fo much, as to form a kindof illhlOus, by which the fouthern end, that'fpread. inte>
the ocean, is connected. with the main body. The town of Newport lies jufl within this 
p.ninfula, at the opening of the iflhlOus, Oil the .w.Item lid~ of the ifiJnd, andoppolite 
the ifiand of Conanicut; the fpace between both forming a bay, which includes, or forms, 
the harhour. The inlet to the harbour from the fea, called the middle channel, is n.r
r.ow, and enclofcel by Brenton's point, and the oppo!ite pointof Conanicut, which forms-. 
the fouthean exrremities of both ifiands. A chain of high grounds, which cro(fes the ifth
milS frolll chann el to channel above Newport, was ftrongly covered by lincs, redouuts, 
..,cI artillery; fo that the peninfula might he conlidered as a garrifon, dillinct from the 
refl of the ifiand; and, under the protection of a fuperior naval force, might, in a great 
meafure, defy any attempts from th e northern lide, fuppoling that an enemy had e/fected' 
:t landing, in fuch circumflance,. Il~t the French, being mafier, by Tea, rendered the ta lk.: 
of defence, Ul1dtr the appr.henllon of an attack on, both fid~, at Ule fame time" exceed
ingly arduous , 

General' sum van alremblcd a body of ten thonf:md men--of whom onc half were vo-· 
Juntec," from New England and Connecticut-to feco,;d the eBort s of d'EfI.ing. As lhe' 
Oller"tilJl1s of th e F rench fl eet were regulateJ by tho~e of the army. on land, they contin ued. 
jj\Qctive, until Sul)ivan was ill a condition to pafs over from Mte continent to the north end· 
of the illanel. On tbe eighth of Augull, finding that meafure in forwardnds, and the wine! ' 
being favourable, th ey encered the ha rbour undtr an cafy fail, can nonading the batteries_ 
:utd town a. tbey palfed, and receiving their fil'<!, without any materi .1 eilect on either fid e. 
They anchored above t he town, hetween Go.t Wanu and Cononicut, but nearer to the 
~tter, on which both the French and Americ.all" had partie", for fome days 1'.fI_ 

. D'Efiaing, by thus. entering the harbour, reduced the Englin, . to the necellity of de
Il.roying fix of their frigates, whic!) muft otherwifc have fallen into his I "!ld,s; but he. 
w:as prevenled from reaping any fartller .dvantage, by a fudden .olnlllge of wind, wl1:ci," 
induced him toput to fea; and, after fome Ih"p but inoecifive aClions between ling'" 
lhips, he deemed it prudent to fail to Boflon, in order to replir the <l3mages he bad fullaill . 
ed during a violent lempell, whicli, by difpcrling. both fleets, hld prevented a genera 
c"gagemcn t. 

If d'Ellaing, inflead of going to Bollon, had te.enterci'the haroour, and co· operated • 
with the Americans, in conformity \\lith thei r mon carnell (olicitations, the fiate of tbe
Enclifil garnfon ill Rhode ilbntl wou ld have been extremely perilous; and he had a fai.
profpect of retrieving, by " Ilroke ofnofmall importance, the failbre of-Cuccefs in hi . 
grand object. Such a fucccfsfuJ co-opeention would likewife have hac! a wondel fu l effect' 
in conciliating Ihe minds of his new allies, alld in giving them an idea wl,ich they were 
aot. much dilpofea to entertain, of the vili?ur 31ld effieacy' of tbe. fre.u~ councils an 
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• :lrms. The d.parture 01 <I'Elhing eG.Clually frunraled lhe attempt on the ilund, and 

Sullivan, Coon after, withdrew his troops. 

• 
In the mean time, the EngliOl adonir.l, on the Newfoundland nation, 11aving received 

intelligence of the commencement of hofiilities by d'Enaing, djCpatched a hody of troop' 
"ith orders to reduc< the {mall i,fionds of Saint Pierre and Miquelon, whi~h bad beel'\. 

:allotted to fcal\ce hy the l.n treaty of peace, for the purpofe of curing and drying their nih,. 
nd ferving as a fiore-houfe and Iholter for the velI'eb employed in their filbery. 

, 
As France had been particularly renriaed by the tre.ty from fortifying thofe ill.nds, 

-:lnd equally tied down Crornany encreaCe of a fmalllimited number of troops in them, 
.vhich were only adapted to the fupport of the civil gov-.rnment, alld not-to any pur., 
-pofes of defence, againll whallver might def~rve the name of enemy, this Cervice was . 
.;lccordingly performed without diffi culty. A capitulation was granted, in confequence 
<of which the governor, with the inhabital>ts and the garrifon, amounting. in the whole. 
-to about two thouCand, were tra"Cmitted to France: all the .ccommo ations of habi • 
. ution, trade. and nibery were denroyed; alld the illands thrown back into lhei r origin

.:II fiate. 
• 

"from the continent of America the flame of war h.d been rapidly communicated to 
-the 'WeIl-India illands. The marquis de Bouillo, gnvernor-general of Martinico. was 
informed of the defe nceleC. n ate of the illand of Dominica, which. by the treaty of 
Paris had been ceded hy France to Englanc1. The Britilll government had, indeed. in
,ccrred • conlider.ble cxpence in fortifying the ill.nd. and in fupplying the works with 
a nUlnerou., artillery, but the garrifon was totally incompetent to the defence of the one, . 
or to the \lCe (If the other. Th. marquis, accordingly. landed on the ilhnd, 011 the fe
venth of September. J 778, at dawn of day, with about two thoufand men, and proceed· 
cd to attack the dilferent batteries and forts by land. as the lnarine force whic!) accom. 
panied him did hy Cea. The few regular troops, not exceeding one hundred men, to
gether with tl e n)ilitia and inhabitants in gener.II, <lid .11 that could be expeCled againll 
fuch a fuperiorityof Corce.and under Cueh circumfl.ncesof furprize. But the French 
having •• lily reduced thoCe batteries which lay li,~n in their \,<ay •• nd which IV re but \ 
holf.n.,,"'cu, and advanced co attack tbe little capital of ~ofcau. by fel and land, which' 
JikewiCe comprehended the principal fortifications of the iIland. the comm.nder of the 
Englifll .roops. perc iv ing the futility 'Of defence, prudently determined to {ave the in
llabi c.nts from rlunder and ruin, by entering into a capitulation. 

The terms, by t he generality of the marquis de Bouillc, were rendercd highly favour
allie to the inhabitants_ Beliclcs the honours of war, and the liberty of Tetaining their 
an).IS, wjlh the fullen [eCllfity to their cfiates. property of ~very fort, rights, privileges, 

.. and • 
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and immuni ties, · tlley were allowed to retai n ever y part of iheir civil and rel igiour go
vernment, With all their laws, enfioms, ordinances, courts, and min it'ters of jull:ice, untiL 
t he eooclulion of. peace; and, at tb t period, if the inanu Ihoulu,be ceded.. ' 0 Fraucc~ 
[liey had the li bel'ty of choice, wherher to aclhere to ihei r own political form. of govern. 
ment, or to accept that ell:ablifiw) in t be Frenel, IlIano,. Anll ill either event, {uch of 
the inhabi tants as did not chuff to coii[hi ue \lIldcr.a French government; were to ue at 
liberty to fell 'all their dht.s rcal .,')d pe,fon.I, amI to ret ire with their e!felts wberever 
they pk.fed. Not file fmallen di[order lIor pillage was ,llowed.; and the nlarqui$ de· 
llonillc, iulieu of planoef, dill rib utad a cOlllider:lhle fum of monoy. ',uong his troops. 

D' Eflai n g, Juri n g thefe tran faaions, bOld heen buli I y employed in reli'! tin g his Ih i PSi. 
nnd having campleMed this ohjea, he ql!ired, .~rly.in November, tIe hatbollrof Donon •. 
with a ful L determin"lion to reduce a\1 the Briti lli polTeffioils in the W eft· Illdies. Pre
vious to his departure, he pllblilhcd a declaralion, intended to be difpcr{ed among the · 
French inhabitants of C anada, to whom it wasaddrelred, in the name of their ancient 
fovereign, the king of France. The objea of thit publication was to recall the ,,/f;"'_. 
tlon to their fOflner government, and to revive all the national attachments of that 1'00-, 
pie, th'f.by to prep'are them (or an illvauon either (, m France or America, and t o.ra(f"" 
their expectation and hope to' ,1<, dillant change of mafie rs. Fol" thefe p,,,pofes th ey 
w ere applied to ancl invoked, by all the endea r, ng nud Battering ties of cOl>ntry, blood 
language, common Io'"s. cu/1om, and religion; b}: their former friendD,ip!, nnc ie nt!: 
glory, and fello w/h ip in arms;, nnd e v~n by ~heir commC?" participatio'l in the danger ... 
and mi sfo rtuI1es of tfHi lotl woe. To touch tf,. v"'li ty oC "people excced,ngly pI'Onc to 
that fa iling, they were flattered by remfll dil1!l lhcm of thore peculinr jniIi t '\ry hOllours" 
dillinaions, and royal decorations, which would have conllitu tetl the glorious rewards 
of their prow. f. in tlle French fervice; from which they had !><en fo long deh"rrr~I , .,mli 
wh ich were held to tlear by all Ih ~i r coull trY·l1lell. Th~y were t.lught to confider the 
French and Americans as equally fri ends, and nlmon as one people; whofe invalio" vf 
Canada, whether join tl y or feperately, in llead of conveying honility or defolation tO~ 
them, would have, for its fol e .ohject, their liberation from the galling yoke of • foreig' 
power, whore r.f,denee:. WM fixed in . Ilo,her hemifphere; thei r emancipation frolll fu bjec
tion toa people wbo dilfered wholl y from theln in rel igion, in manners, in langu.age, .il~ 
every . thing ; ~\Vhofe jealous and defFotic government would, fooner or later, trca~ lhc'J~ 
as • conquered ptople, 311d undoubtedly much worfe t han th ey 11.\(1 done their o'\' n bte 
countrymen, the Americans, to whom they we're indebted fo r their fonllci victories. 
'their future condition, in the evc11t of this propofed mancil'ation (rom the governn~nt 
()f Gre.1t Briuin, was left almoll: entirc.ly io the dock; "Ithough fome f:lint and dillant.
:lllulion 'Was ho l,len out, to a limil.r. Ihte of freedom to that polfdr.d by tho Btitilh 
colonie.. D'Ellaing feemed not .ltog.ether a"thorife,1 to gi~e up 'he idea of the rdlo
ration of Can.d3 · to t he dominion of France; b'lIt he wos ;I\vare th"t aD avowa l of th oCe 
fwltime'lts might have been yel ,imp'rudem w ith . refpe~ to that people, aud wouldbJvc. 

. lnca. 
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oeen tlifgulling and alarming, ill the highdl. degree, to (he Americans. He, however. 
ll1rured the Canadians, ill the name of the French king, that all hi. former [ubi"ct" who, 
',hould relinquilh their dependence 011 Great Bmain, mi ght d ·.~e nd Oil his fupport 21ld 

• 
,proteClion. 

AWJre of the danger to which the Weft-India in,tnd, would be exportd from the ru
l'erioriryof the French in thatquirter, the ElIglin, commander at New York had, ~oon 
-"fter the rtdu~iion Df Dominica, detached a body of five thGurand troops for their pi ". 
'te£t iolJ, und~r the cOOllll3nd of general Grant. -Tile firn expedition undertaken by thefe
forces, whore opcraliolls were -(ecGnded by a Britilh n"ct, undor admiral Bal'ringtol), was 
-the redu&ion of the French ilblld of Saiut Lucia; an ente~prize of the utmon importance 
in .1I lhe .nfbing opcratioJ\s of the war. Th~ referve of the Bl'itilli army, with the grena
diers and light infantry, under the command of gene,,1 Matthews, was landed at the 
glanil Cui de Sac in the evening of tbe thirteenth of December. That officer with his 
delachment, immediately pullied forward to the heights upon the llorth fide of the bay, -
which wcre occupied by the chevalier de Micoud, the l'rcnch.:ommand.nt, with the regular 
forces and militia of the illand. Thefe pofis, though difficuh of accefs, were foon forced 
'by the fuperior numbers of the Eng1in" who alfo look porr~llioo of a field-piece, with 
which the french fired upou the boats employed ill landing the troops, and a four-gun 
b,ttery, which had been fucccfsfully dire&ed ilgoinft the thipping at he entrance of 
!lhe haruour. 

Gen .. rrr\ P'refcot, meanwhile, lla<llalla~d with five regiments, wid1 wl1;ch he guarded 
,the environs of ehe bay, and, at the famc time, puChed on his advanced FoIl:" fo as to' 
.prefcrve a commul1ic~tion during the llightwith the Tcfcrve. The next morning the re- ' 
-ferve followed, and fupported by general Prefcot, advanced to the little capital of Marne ' 
Fortune, of which they took porre1Iion. The chevalier de Micoud made ,the heil defence ' 

-that his lituation would admit of, but, confiantly prc(fed hy ruperior n umbers, he was com·' 
pelled to retire before the Britilli troops, frolO pan to pon. As the referve advanced, ' 
gener"l Prefcot exerted the utmon diligence and circul1lfpcc'lion in fopplying th 1'0/4 
_.nd batteries in their rear with every pomble means of defence. 

'Vhile there meafures of fecurity were carrying into exeelllion, general Meadows puCh
~d forwa rd and took porrellion of the importan~ pofi of the Viegie, which commanded 
<the north lide of the carecn"ge harbour; while another Briti/h officer, with 'the remain: 
.. Ier of the troops, guarded the landing (llace, kept up the communication wit'h the fl.eet, , . 
~nd lent detachments lo occupy fcveral pofis upon the mOUntains, which ~verlooked ana 
.commanded the routh lide of the gralld Cui de Sac. 

The Jan French /lag, on thof! (lOlls which were in fight among the neighbouring hills, 
.. .as fcarcdy ilrickcll. when d'Elbinz, with 3£onliderolblc force, appearc.d in view~the 
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Britilh fleet ~nd army. Bolides his original fqu.dron of twelve brge /hips of the JiDC, 
he was DOW accompanied by a numerous IIcet of frigates, privateers, and t"m[pons, wid. 
a l~nJ force, .mounting to eight thouf.nd men. 'fhefe were intended for the reuuction 
of .11 the Britilh Leew.rd fettlements; from the immediate purruit of which project 
d'Eftaing had been deterred by the intelligence bc receiv~d of the attack on Saint Lucia, 
II circumlboce which he confidered as fiogularly (ortun.te, it reeming to offord him.n 
opportunity of crullJing. at a fiog]. blow, the whole Briti/h force hy fen .ndland; .nd, 
indeed, had he arrived but fOur.and.tweoty hours foonel', hi. mon f.ngnine hopes muft, 
in all hUlnan probability. have been completely gratified. As it ,waS, the day being br 
aJVl1nced, d'Eftail)g deferred his operations till the enfuing morning: . 

The .Briti/h fleet. which confifted only of one Iflip off.ventY·four guns, one offeven
'y, two oflixty-Iour, three of fifty, and three frigates, was ftationecl in the moll fouthern 
jnlet, called the grand Cui de Sac; the tr .. tfport. filling tbe interior part of the bay. 
:old the fllips of war drawn up in a line .crofs the entrance, which was ftil! farther fc
cured hy a battery 00 th~ fouthern, and another on the northern oppofite points of land. 
The careenage bay which led up towards Morne F;ort"ne, lay between two a lId three miles 
to the northward of the granel Cui de Sac; and the peninful3 of the Viegie, occupied by 

, geneml M eadows, formed the northern boun<bry of the clfcenage, and covel'eel i~ el'
trance 'Oil thaI lide ; Choc bay, nnd Gros lflet bay lay fiill farther north. 

Strange as 1t may apl,ear, it 11 certain (1,Ct the intelligence received by d'EJ!uing w3t 

Afo imperfcEl:, that h~ did ,not eve" know that the flritilh forces had extended their opera
tions fo fa. ;IS to have taken polTeffioll of tl'e Viegie, and othcr 1'0A:s "Yoil1ing to the 

' care"n"ge; and,. \lnder this delulion, his "r/lll)otion in the morning was ttl {land in, witll 
Ilis whole fieet of /hips of war and tranfpoftS, for that hay. Bot ~ ,,,ell.directed /ire 
wl1ich his -own /hip, the Languedoc, received (rom om! of thOle bat~rics which had fo 
Iatdy changed mailers, f60n convinced him of his milbke. Difcollccrtc<l by n cire\l"'. 
llance fo wholly unexpeClcd, he was, for (ollle time, at a lofs how to ~a, At length, 
however, d'En.ing, Wilh ten ["i1 cI the line, fiood on for Ihe enemy's fquadron. A 
w.um con8lClcllfued) butthc EngJi/h~dmiral fufiained the .t.tackwitb the utmoll6rm. 
ods, and, being al>ly {<cpnded by the battery {rom the northern /h-or., which co,nplc:rtly 
rak.d the encmies /h.!'. as tlte.)' bore '''1'. compelled tllelll to fall fO leeward, anel di~ 
continue the engagement, • 

At four in lhe .ftemOon, ~'Ellalng, havingmaclc a lit", difpo(ition, rentwed the aCtion. 
\\ ith twelve fail of the Une. This attack w •• better fupponed and ,longer cOlltilll, •• l 
th.n the lirll.\ the cannon.ae was cl<cetdingly heavy, nnd its whole weight cOllcdnliatcd 
w~hin ~·n.rto~r di~aion than beiol'~l bu( ' neirherthe 'change of po/ltiol1, nor tlte ad. 
ditional force, wue capabJc 'If rendering ~his drort more fucccfsfdl th.u the (orll1<l'. 
After a long au" c1ofeeng'gemellt, the French tleer fell into con(ufio\1, ,lId rctirr.d fro •• 
lIdiOll, Im'in& flillained ,oofidcrabJ~ d.mage, without haying bc:en able to make thq 
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fmallell: elFeaive illlprellion on the Britifh Iillc. The next day the whole Iteet plied 
to windward, and anchored in rhe eveulng o!r Grofs IOet, :IIJouI two leagues to the 

northward, , 

D'Eftniog now re(olvcd to malee 3 clefeent upon the ilhllo, and, accordingly, landed 
his troops, during the nlghL alld the following morning, in Choc h.y, which lay between 
Grofs Illet and the careenagc. The country which \V.I' now the fcene o( .ruon w.n as 
difficult nnd ilnpr,c\icnllle, \vhether with refpcC\ to ils (ace, or to t~e climate, io which 
jt ",ould fcem that war coultl, iT). any mJllner, be conduC\cd. It prefooled no regular 
face, but 3 broken and confu[ed heap of lieep and abrupt hills, fcatrered among greater 
mountains, every were difti:C\cd b'y narrow winding vallie., dcop defiles, and difficult 
gullies. The Englifh goneral, Gmnt. wilh Ihe ' bulk- of his (olce~, occupied all the 'I 
lirong holds among the I,ills on either fide of the grnnd Cui de Sac and commanded. 
by feverol detached pons, the ground that e~tencltd [rom thence to Ihe careenage, whiclr 
lay,t a din,nce of .bollt IWO lniles, A h.tt~ly on the;" fide, andat the (outh point of 
the careen.ge, with another on the oppoGtc point of the Viegic, defended the entrance 
into tI..tboy, a"d, as wc have beforc {bred, checked the attempt of the l'renc11 fleet to 
att.in that ohjot\. Thefe troops were ;\1('0 poa-erred o[ two other batteries, ne,r the 
bOItOO1 of Ibe bay, where it narrows ;nto, or is i<>ined by a creek, which, palling Morno 
Fortune, ihlenea. the country (or lome way fMther lip. Thefe batteries IVcre covered 
in frollt by the creek, and (;ommanded. in :l.collflllcr"ble degree, tht land approaches 10-

the Viegie. 

Thus general Meadows, VI ho, with the referve, was fhtioned, nnd. n. it wert, /hut up 
in thaL peninfula. w~s, by dinJ.llce ~nrl fituation, as well a&that decided (uperiority wilid" e 
Ihe I".mbers "fthe French enabled them to mJintain in all rhe parts of wh~'ever fervico 
they undertook, lotally cut 01F (rom the (upport of the main body, any farther than what 
might be derived fronl Ihe batteries above mentioned. He was, in pofJ"cffioi1 of 
very [hong ground, hut there were circum/hllces to couOIerbal.nee tlut advantage. A 
~etreat, however preWed or overpowered he might be, was impollible; ~nd Ihe very cir
cumn.nce of fituation, which alf'orded Ihength to the renio[ula. in on. Teepea, rendered 
it liable to danger in another, as he was expofed 10 a landing and atLack frOID the fea ill 
the rear, at the nry inll:ant that he might have been defper.tdy engaged. or perhaps over_ 
borne, in the front. But, fortunately for the Englilh, his rroops, though {mall 
in number (not exceeding. thirteen. hundred men) had been trained to difdl'line, inured 
to (atigue, and accunolDed rt> exertions of courage in thc plainl of America I while their 
bofom. were fired with the faane vallion for glory which fo ardently glowed in the brull 
of their comro~llder. 

• 
The French were extr~meJy difappointed when, after their landing, they difcovered 

that the EngliJh \liefe in polIeJlion of the nIOQntailll on the fOQth fide of 1m gr.lod Cui 
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de Sac; for the bombarding of the Britifu Beets from thofe heights, which (0 elFeau~lIy 
~o!nmanded that bay, was the firft great objea of their landing; which, from the (hong 
pofition occupied 'by that part of the enemy's troo;s, was now totally unattain.l>le, with
out. gener.1 engagement, which d'Enaingwas not yet difpo[ed to rifi<.. 

After an ~!!entive confideration of the dilFerent circumn.nces, the French command
ers determined to direa their fidt e.ITort (eparntely againft general Meadows; and to attack 
the peninfula, at the fame time, by bnd anu fea. Fo~ the /irfi of thefe p.urpofes, about 
five thoufaod of the ben troops were duwl\.out (on the eighteenth of OQcember) :md 
advanced in three col "mns to attack the Britifu Jines, ,which were drawn acrofs the 
Hlhmus th.t joins the penillful. to the continent. That on the right was led by the 
count d'Eftaiug; the centre by the count de Lovendh.l ; and the left col~mn by the 
marquis tie !louill':, governor of Martinico. The remainder of the (orces were kept 
difengaged, to watch the moti'ma of the Englin, troop. that were fiati6ned in the other , 
pons, aud to check nny attempt tbey might make to fuceour general Meadows. 

On the near approach of tne columns, they were enfiladed, witb great e.ITect by the 
batteries on the fouth of the bay; but, notwithflanding t~is impediment, they rufi.ed on 
to the ch.rg~, with that impetuofity w'lli.h (0 firongly cbar,Clcri,,,,,, tlleir n~tioo. They • 
were received with" coolners, tleadinds, and immoveable (!.mncfs, which even exceeded 
'the expeCtation, of thofe who were moft verfed in the temper and (haraCler of their ene
'fiy. The French troops were (offered t~ advance fp clofe to the entrenchments, with •. 
"Out <>ppofition, that the ntitifu front l,ine /ired but once, and then received the enemy on 
<the bayonet. That ,fire had, of co~&, a dreadful effea; bot tbe French notwith
ftanding, ("pported the conflict with great refolulion, and fu.ITeredextremely before thfY 
were entirely repulfed. 

As foon 3. they had recovered their breath and order, they renewed tbe attock with 
lhe f.me e.gerncf. and impetuoJity os before I and were again encountered wilh the fame 
.f1etcrmined refolution and irrBexible obftinocy. Although they had fuffered (e"erely in 
'there two attack., they ngain rallft:d, and returned to the charge ibc third time. But 
the alfair wa. now foon decided. They were totally broken. aud obliged to retire in the 
ulmoft diforder, .,.<1 confuGol!, leaving their dead and wounded in the power ofthe vic
to,s'. The diverGon aitempted hy fea produced little or no effea 

Iln a (on'Venation which rhe nUlh~ _ It;l,d "'ith the count do Lovendh.tl, on tho (ubje6i o( thi. arl!ililiM, t"'h 

yeo.fa arlor it toc'Ik place, he IY.\d the (acld'a&ion '0 hear lhilt n~ltmah declare, thlt' a more ~ble ~(ld n'l2.lterJy (lit., 
politit'J\ (or the tcte,rtiollor AD enemYt mtlle invincible: nrmnef'in (pfurining, of,more; iQttc'pid cO\J)'Wl,re II), tc .. 

pellin, .10 attack, th:m waf that day dirplayea by ,he En&1ifh c:omnllmder I\nd hit (roops, DO offi(ftr Illd eYer wit. 

ncffcd. Tha to"nt pturetfed tbe higllcft adlniration and cfttem for puent Meadcrwt, and preClitltd, {.om whnt h. 'ad. fee.n or Jail cODch!\· in thil .ainn, that he would wnae one of the fir£t IcneralJ in Europe. The whOle [c .. 
"our or tbat pUao, _. ""II.'· ...... _. IV juftify .n. opiJliGo ..... <iI •• d of rum b7 the co u.t, 
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The 10rsru J~aine\1 b1 the French exceeded any tlainJ tlllt could h~ve heen foppofed ot 
apprehended, whether frol11 the numbers enlPgco, or from the d ,1f;Hion of tht: ,aion. 
Na lefs tban four bun~red mell were killed 'upon the fpot; five hundred were [6 defpe
ntclv wounued as to he rendured inCol>lble of f.rvice ; and fix hundred more were Gig!)t. - , 
Iy woundc'J ; the whole ,mounting to a number confiderahly fuperior to that of t il e ene· 
,"y wliom they had encountered. rhe lofs of the viaors WJscolnl'uative.!y as Iinall. 

• as that on the lide of the vanqu in,eo ",as great. and bcyond UfUll examl,le; not one Bri
tilb oJlicel'- though \uai,y ' were wounded-loll his pre ill the aaioo. 

, 

Count d'EIl.ing, continued ten (i~ ys longer on the ithn'd, withput nuking .any f.1fther-
r .ttetnP.t, hy roa or I~I'\II, to r£cove~ polfdlion of it, nl'twithllanoing the v~ft fup. riority 

dr his naval force, which hourly acquired an acceOion of firengt", by the .rrival .of' 
-French nrld AllIerjcan priv,teers, which noeked thither from all qu.rters, to partake of' 
the [pOll, if nor of ',he glory, QJ the coterprize. Ife, at length, however, found ·him· 
felf reduced to the necellity of relinqui!hing 3 contei!, which had proved eq,ually barrel~ 
of profi t and of honour. Hq, accordingly, embarke.l his trI:>dps, on the night of the twen
ty-eighth, and, on Ihe fo llowing day, .bandoned tbe iOand to its delliny. The cheval ie,, ' 
d. Micoud, thus de~rived of .11 c"peClation of fuccour, gave up the idea of further r .... 
£jbnce, and furrend.red totbe E'ngJiJh.· 

• 

• 

• 
In order to prevent .ny i'llCerruption of the thread of our narration, we deemed it ere_ 

pedient to preCent under one poin.t of view ,all the military operations in America nnd 
·the wen xndies; though ma~y of then! were ponerior to d,e hqnile events which oc
curred ,in -Ellrope, to which we lh~H advert. Th~ ,lid\: .a of hollility~oml1littcd 
however, wlder circumlbncps which peculiarly juflified the attempt_was the capt ore of 
the pcorM frigate, by the EngJiJh, on tlie feventeenth of June, This, which was ilD, 
mediately follow •• 1 by other aexs, of. a fimilar n,ature, was made ufe of by thl> French mi. ' 
ninry as the ollenfible ground for ,itruing out orders for reprifals on the Ihips of G~~at 
Britain; and all ordlliance to~ the dinribution of prizes-which had 'been tigncd 01) the 
twentJ eighth of Marfh, though, from political inotives, it had hitherto lain dormant
r" HOW immedi.te l ~ pulililb~d, Some~ays after its fublication, the French Beet failed 
from Bre I, amounting to thirty-two fall o~ .tbe lone, and a great nllmber of frigate •• 
They we,e c11V'I(lcd "\ three fqiladrolll or dly,fions. the whole being UDder the command 
of t1~e CO~l1t d'Orvill iers, who was allifted, in hi.s own p;articul3\'- diYitiotl, by admir:al. 

• count de Guichen, TI,e fecond was com'!',nded hy cou ot du ChaE.ult, .Billed by M. 
de ltocllCchouart: and the third by the duke de Chartre., a prince of the blood. wbo , 
w.s f.eonded by >clinical count de Gralfe. M. de Ja Mottc-Plquet, though bearing tho' 
rank of admiral, aacd as firll captain in the duke iIe Chartres'lhip, On their depar- . 
lure from Br,·n they captured aD ltnglilh frigate, tbe l.ivcly, which bad been Cent to 
walch their motion;. ' , , 

• 
• 
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On the twenty-third of July the count d'Orvilliers defcried the Eng1i!h fleet. under 
th~commandor admir.1 Keppel; bur.$ his principal obje.9: was to huercept the ene~y's 
trade, ."d to protea that of his own eounrry. he fimliouOy a¥oided ao engagement. 
llntil the tweoty-fevcnth, when th~ efforts of the Englifh to bring him to aaion, at 
rength. provcJ fucecfsful. n~ring this interval two French {hips 6f the line h.ad been 
leparnted from the fl eet, (0 th!,t the t\Vo admirals 'engaged on equal terms, each having 
thirty f.i1 of the line. The . c\101\, hpwever, being rdua.ntly entered upon, 011 the 
p,lrt of the I"rcnch, IV" --:holly inaeciGve: ~ount d'OrviJli~rs availed himfelf of the ap
pronch 01 night to retum to rhe port of Bref!; and the EnSlinl. fooo afrer. retired 
within their h:l'rbou,r, ro refit. ' , 

t 
It is a matter of extrcln. regret, inafmuch as it tends to dell roy the repofe of 3 great 

, part of m~llkind, thot while the .aive fpirit of enterprize, which forms 10 prominent a 
feature in the chu.aer of Europeans, h~s e~ended tbeir commerce nnd intereourf. to the 
moll dilbnt regions of the world, their contcntiolls and .nimoGrie, have kept an equal 
p.ce with thdr difeover\cs; and hove been eitller dilfemin.ted .mongll, or ill ("me degree 
a.lfeClcd, Ibe remoteft nations; experience' thereby cxpoling rhe f.Haey of th.t liberal 
fl:llem of general .dv.nt.,~e, which a fp,culative p1!i!ofophcr \night, othcrwife h.ve hoped 
from th<: efbl>lifhment of 3 free and .eary communication betweell all thc difFerent ¢om
muniries of men It has been obl'crved-and the obren.tion Ius, Jlnhappily, but too 
much truth in it-tlllt fueh Is the n.ture of maJl, that it rna)" he ~ '1uellion of no (in.lt' 
doubt, whether the pref~ri[>tive laws or policy of Chin~ .nd J'pan, ag.inft the admiffion 
,offoreigller., have nOt true wifdom for thelt bah'i an4, however fatal they m.x be 10 

the progref. of' fcienee .,)d ·. ru, and the diiflllion 'of 'gcnerd ktl,owlcdge, whet he', they 
do not I .. y ~ olDre rolid nnd llerm.oclll (00110'[;0" "f public ' (c<:uriey aDd private happi
nofs, than fyltclO' more rclill~d, .nd in{bluriorts mOle li/'cr~ l. Thus much is certainly ' 
clclr, that theJldol'ti on of th is policy would have f:\Ved m.ny gre,l narions from ulle,," , 
pelted 'Uin,Mdf.om general defolarloll. 

While the effea$ of the contell between Frallce and England were gradually (pre~ing 
through the d.fteront parts of the 9,1<1 and the new Wellern worlo, its lage WaS fpcedily 
coml11,unicated \0 rhe relDorer regions Df rhe call: ; to a quarrel' of the globe, narurally· and 
originally apl'ert.i"'ng to the moll peaceabre, as well as to the molt unmixed and primi
tiv'c r~ce of lDankind ; ~ race more .bbor.rent of blood nnd CIUClty th~n .:lny otller. 

Th. fettie,nents of France in the Eof! Indies had been totally {ubdlled in the lall: 
war, and thollah rello'red on the peace, wete, hy the c.onditions of tIle treaty, left in a 
ft:Ite of wc.kne(, 3Ild u"gr:ul:!tipn,Previous to any 11Ilblio decl.ration of W3r, the En&
lllb F. .• ft Indld company, ap'prizrd of the dirpontioh. of the court of Vcrf.1illes to vj~di
eate the indepcndfnce o( America, difpatchcc orders to ,iheir govclnors to anticipate all 
clanger ill tllat qu~rter by all imIDcdiato aIl3~Jr. 011 tbe l'0lli:1Jions of the Fren~h. In con-
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requence of thefe inllruCtions, preparations were made by the goveroment of M3dus 
for ~3king the field with all poffible difp.tc'h; but before the Bri\i/h forces could pro
ceed on their intended exptdition. the bollile Oeets of France and El1glond. under the 
cO'nmaocl of monfieur Tronjolly and admiral Vernon. met near the read of Pondicberry; 
when an ohftinate c:pnAiClenfued, which. though attended with no mateli.llofs on either 
fide. proved highly advantageous to the Englilh, inafml1ch as it it induced tbe French 
commodore to leave the coaft. and enabled his adverfary to fuHil the objea of his expe
dition. in formin& the blockade of Pondic\) erry_ 

Th::! city was completely ;nvelled by the Englilh army 'On the twenty-lirll of Au
gull; the deliciencies ariJing from the we.knefs pf its works were amply fupplied by the 
bravery of the g.rrifon, and rhe ability of the governor, M. de B.tlecomb., whQ. with 
about three thoufand men. of whom only nine hundred were Europeans. g,Jiantly refill
ed, for the fpace of a month, .11 the efforts of the Englilh army. amountiog, in tbe 
"hole, to ten thoufand five hunclred men. But the moa fpiritcd exerrions could only 
tena to protraCt the hou~ of fubmiflion; a pr.Cticable breach being made in ~he walls. 
and ev~ry_preparation for a general .!fault completed, the governor was reduced to the 
neeeflit), of averting the impending r"J;n by a timely ,capitulation. ,which was ligncd -on , 
the /i.teenth of OClol!er. The gallantry of his conduCt enfured him the moll bonoura
ble term~ from a generous foe; the .. el\imenr of Pondicherry were, at bis «quell. allowed 
to keep their colours; all private property was feeured ; the Ey'ojJean part of the s.rrifon 
were to be tranrported to France; alld tbe feapoys, or black troops, Were to be diiballded 

• in the country_ 

The viCtors •• t the fame time. took poll',ffion of the different faCtories of th~ French 
in Beng.l. and 'On the coofis of Coromandd" the Englilh flag was ereCted on the walls 
of Ch"iclernnsore. Gem .. in. Carical, and Mafulipatam: the fort of Mahie. in the do
minion~ of Hyder Ally, and proteCted hy the name onl that prince, witb the ill.nds of 
Mau ri tius and Bouroon. ftl'Ong in the number of their inhabitant., aad the advant.gu 

, oftlleir fitllatioll. alone defied the 1I0rm of war~ 

A. D. ]779.) Count d'Ellaiug. l,aving Teceived a -con'fiderable lICteliion of force 
during hh llay ~t Martinico. whithe~ lie had returned .fter hi. unfuccefsful attempt to 
recover the i)1a'I~ of Saint Lucia. wos enabled to open rhe prefellt campaign with vigour 
and c/f<Ct, and induced to projeCt .~pedi rions the moll daring and decifivc. St. Vincent's. 
one of the neotral iOand., and which had been cedtd to England. at the condulion of the 
lall wor, was 'be nrft objea of hi. enterprize. alld breame an ufy conquell. He 
tb~n purfued his eourfe (or Crenad .... Ind arrived olf , that ilbnd. on the lecoDd 
of ]t,ly, with a fteet of five-~nd-twenty fail 01 the line •• nd twelve frig.tes. baving on 
board boo)' 01 fOlces. which, including marines. amounted to ten thclufand men. T". 
ifl.nd did not contain more th.n one hundred:md fifty regular tecopa, aud about four 

hundred 

• 
• 
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hundred armcd 
commanded the 

inh.bitants j while its wholo Ihength conlilled in a fortified hill, which 
fort. h~rbour. ond town of Slint George. ' 

, . 
-The French bnded between two .nd three thonC."d \ncn, under tbe conduCl: of count 

Dillon, who the ntlltcfay 'nvelled tne hill, ~nd' made the neccffary prcplriltion, for 'carry. 
jng it by norm on the followlng night. The governor, lord M acartney, had ploced 
great rclia~ce on the natural and .,·tillci.1 (hength of this pofi: 1Ind by tbe inhabitan's it • 
was deemed to .fiord Co perfea a fecurity, that .t \v.s rendered 0 depolit for pi re, jewels, 
and other .mon v.lua~le move.blos. Their 'refinance was proportioned to th e hooty it 
cOIHained j rtnd though d' Ef\ai'1g 1,~a\led a column of t~'e French troops in perf 011, they 
were repulfed ot the nrll' onCet. The fuperiprity <)f their numb~rs, however, proved 
finally decireve, ami tl,ey forc~d t~e lines, ':Ifter • fevere contefi, whieh lolled about all ' 
hour and nn half. • '. 

The c.ooo" which they had taken 00 the, top of the hill were 110'. direaed againfi the 
tort: and the gC)veroor, fcofillie of the inutility of fo.ther rordhnoe, proPQfco • c~Jlitu
larion; but d'E/hing. inflated witll the pride of conquefl, r.jcClcd with difdain the prcof. 
fered terms; and illnanlly prcfcrfbcd (\lch ar)litr~ry colHh\ions, os the governor and in· 
haPitants thoullhUt better to trult to the law .nd cuflolO' of notions tllan accept'; they 
the"cfore furrcn<lcreu whhout any nipulations whatlocrer. and aba ndoned them/elves to 
the diferction of the viaor. 

. )f'- , .. . 
The feverity and oV!'reffion extrcifed I>y d'Efi.;ng, atter the reduaion of tlie rflal;ld, 

{lillied the Cpleodour of his conquefl; but his arbitrary 11roccedings WCre fooll fu(~ended 
by the 'p),earallce of the Englifh admir~1. Byron. 011 his r(lUrll to Soine Lucia, had 
been informed ofthc lofs of Saint Vincent's. and, in cOlljuncl\uII with gener.1 Grant, 
had concerted a plan for the recovery ofth.dn.nd; but, while Lhey w~reo" tluir p.r. 
{'ge, they received the dif.1gre e.ole intclligcllc~ of the illvaGoll of Grenada, and ;'11>110-

diatelycha~lled their deJigl!, in the hope of being fiill .ble to preferve t!iat. v.1 uable 
fettlement. 

• 
A lignal from a b.ttery on the illand firfi .p'prized the French comllllllder of the ene· 

roy's al'l>f03ch : he imm.:-iiately ilfued orders fqr, his whot" fleeteo n.lld out to (co; ,"d, 
though greatly fuperior ill numbers to admiral Byron. d~emed it more prudent to Cecllre 
llis prefenl .cquifition, than to hOlZ:1rd it in fearch of fre lll laurels. The Ii:,lllli fil ifl nin 
~ndeayourcd to bring on :I ~cneral ,Clioo j d'Elbing con/1onlly .Ild ruccoIsful! y el uded 
their elforts; ~nd Ihe con tell: that enfued lVas partiol .lId illuccifive. During tlie .aiol! 
the ElIglilh were 1i1Cl: in(olmed ~f the tot~1 reoluaion of the illalld of Grenadn: the oh': 
jeClof the ~ntcrp,'iz<e was thot at an end j fome of their {hips hod fulf.red confiderobly in 
the eggagcUlCDf; :u;deth.y determined to retreat to S~tnt {)hrillopher'sl while cl'Ef. 

~&. uingt 

• 

• 
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t.ing, fatla6ed with lhe proteaion ht had afionled 10 IIi, new eonqueft, returned, during 

the night, to Grenada. 

• 
But ,no fooner J .. d he regulated the government of th.t i11on(\, than he fleered fdr 

Martinico; and, having thert taken in .n 'lnple fupply of nav.1 nores, proceeded towards 
Saint Chrinopher'., .nd de6cd the Engli/h to battle. Incap.h of forcing them in 
their own horbour, .nd h.ving thus retorted the infult that had bLOC!' formerly ofFered to 
him at Martinico! he direaed his ell"orts to a difii:rcnl quarter. 

America h.d'hitherlo received bo vety eITent1.1 f.rVice, with r.fpea to the direa ope
rations o( lhe w~r, from any co-operation of the Fren"h arms. The '!tempt at!. 
Rhode 10.nd, in conjuncuon with u'E/bing, was produai"e of expenee, danger, .ne! 
Jof., ullcompenf.ted by the (m.lld!: bclldit. Nor wos ·the condua of that .comm.nder 
more f.ti sfaaory to the Americans than tbe expedition itf.lf was advantageous. On the 
other hand, much mifchi.f and danger to the four',elll ptovinces Iud .rifen dating tht 
height of the conneaion, and were perhaps fcareel y counterbalanced by the recovery of 
Philadelphia \ even admitting that event to h.ve been .n indirea conf.quence of the 
French alliance\ and f"ppofing thal' the Britilh (orces would not otherwife- have evacu
ated that c'pit:ll. It alfo aflorde'! a jufi fubjdl of compl.int to the Amerieaf'., Ihat the' 
jlrote8ion,equipment, and fupplrafForded to the French fleet at Bollon, Ihould produce 
no better cirect, th.n that inlloedi.te defertion of their co.n" which e"pofed them to the 
fouihern in.afion. Upon the . whole theif "eW alli.nce had not as yet produced thofe 
import .. 't advantages which had been certainly holden out if I the warmth of fpecul.
tioh; nor even that proportion of them, which might have heen reafon.bly expeaed, as 
w411 (rom a confideration oj the motives whi~h lecl to the conneaion, as of the gCfleroJ 
fiate of all".ir$, and the meanS and power of the ally. 

lmpre1fed by thefe confide rations, the French court now detet minea to afford {orne 
eITential aid to tbeir new alli.s, by direaing d'Ellaing's whole fOlce 10 lheir .ffiflance. 
That commander, nccotdingly, h.,"ng t;rn w.ited to fee the homeward· bound Wen In_ 
dia trade clear of danger, proceeded, with I\vo-an~-t"enty filip' of the line and ten fri
get", to the coan of North Afoeric.. His 6rfl objea whicb was expeaed to he .c
eomph~hed with little difficulty, wa' the dell:tuClion of th~ force under tbe Englilh 
tencla! 1'revoll:, and the cOllfequent fitferation of th e fouthern colonics from .11 their 
prefeot lIanger and alarm. The (ccond w.s of greater import~nce, and likely to be at
tended with much greater difficulty and dangcr : it was 11 de/ig~ to at tack, in conjunc
tion with genetol Walhington, the Brltilh force .t New-York, by fCOl and land.t the 
lame time; .nd thus, by the reduCtIon of tb.t ifl.nd and Its dependencies, tozether with 
the.confcquent ruin of the enemy's fleet 3nd :utny, to bring Ihe war ~u that tOt\tineat It. 
11 final conc1ufioll, 

• 
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A. (oon ~s d'.Efl~illg h~d '~rived O!l the coafl of A merip, he was informed th"! gener,l 
Lincol", who commanded at Charles-Towll, had I'eceived orders to aa in concert with 
him: lome rew days were co,,[e~uently loft in adjufling 'the futUl'e operations of their 
combined (orees ; nnd it waS not till more' than a wc~k after his liro, apl)Cl)r~nCe ih~t he 
~nchored off the b. r of tpe Tyh~e, 3t the mouth ofth. river Savannah. The tlOOpS were 
landed at Bcaulieu, abounhirteen milts from Savannah town; the fri$3tes were ftatiolwl 
fo '~s to fecure the different inlets of,the ,rivcr; and the Frel\eh, with the American lillht. 
horf. having drivcl,l in ,(11e out-pofls!if the el1elllY, C\lont d'Eflaing [uOlmooe,d general 
Pro volt to furrender the place to the arms ~'f 11is Molt Clniftian Mujelty, ' 

• 

This rurolllon~ waS conveye" in terms the moll haughty 'Ind imperiou" thl: count 
",.unted, ill high I ~ "guilg., th.t he comm3nQed the famc troops, a dctachment of whom 
.h~d recently taken (he Hofpi tnl-Jiill, in Grenada, by norm, Ilotwithll nding itffl ,ongth 
was fo gteat as to be ,Ieerped hy its '~erenders imprcgllijble. , He held out the circum
fiances of that tranf,,,,t;oll a. 3 ,Iefi'on of cnutlon, to Ihew the futility, and th~ very great 
<langer, with the forcd'\vhich the El1glilb gcner~1 had, and ru~h works as he 1.ad to de
lcnd, of reHilling the ",rd~ur nf thof~ conquering troops, whoCe pillag~ he was himf.lf 

• unable tn rdhain. GOlle,·.11)rC"911 was warn~d, ~.) ratller commandi ng terms, that he 
Ihould be po.(onally. rcfJlonfible for all the unhappy or I~tal confegutl1ce, which might bo 
the refult of I,is 9b/lin~cy, in venturing a fruitIer, rdillallcc agaill'ft a force, with which 

~~,. \Vas wholly incapable of oontending. 

Though gcncr.ll:'rcvol\· h,d .litigeo\ly c~'lployed ihe interval between ,the ~rriy. l 01 
'th~ frC\lch anti the ,I'eccip t of,lbis lu,~mQJ1S, i1, frrtngthening tIle impcrfca (onjfi~.tlonl 
..:>f Ihe town, he yet was in hOU9Y e"pe~.tion of being joil1~d b'y,a eOl1uqcrable del.eh
ment, then al,cellt on M expedition .gainll. South Carolina, This cireull1ft~nce jnduccd 
him to r,turn an ambiguo"s anlw<r; and CO'1l1! d'En.ing, in hopes of o~taiuing )JolTcf
flOD of the .own v;itllout bfoodfhed, conlentcd to a truce (or tweljty .foll r h"""s, He 
had foon , .afon to Jam"nt the .Jdrefs. Ih nt had deceived him into' Ibis fufpenGo,) of h9f
tilities ; in the (hOlt Iroce mentioned, the expeCled detachment entered SaVanna,h, ~nd 
\he anfw I' of the El1gli/h general aanounced his Tcfolntion to defend himr.l f to the laJ,l 
extremity. 

The FrtnCh forces contOed of nCar iive·thoufand regular troops, and fome hundreds 
t'f mulattoes "'flU free negroes, whom they b~u brought with th~m /Tom the,Wefl·Indics ': 
the Aluerienll ' , whoJoined them uncler th): conuuCl of General Lincoln, fwalled the 
"umbe,s of lh. belieging .. my t'1 eight thouf'l nd men: Tne BeiliO, s~.riron thar defend-
't,l S~vann,h di.1 I'ot exc~d t!.ree Ihoufmd, D 'Elhil1g, h.ying previ()u Oy pulh~d a (31) ' • 

to within thrce hundred yards of the al\batis, to the I.(t of tbe I1rjtilh ceoter, began to 
• bomhalli the wvrn," in ti,e ni!lht of 'he third oI OClober; nod, on the enfuing'moro, be 

'Op~ncd a violent clUloonade, Wilh thirty·fev!n pieces oi huvy artijlery, and nille mor-
E h~ 

• 
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tlr! from his loncll)ltteries, and fixte ... can nOll frO'T1 the 19ater, which was continued for 
five [uccefflve days. The town and its iohabitanU fullered gre.til" from the fire of ~he 
French; but neither tht "troop" nor .the works they defended, fu(hinecl any material in
jury. With a view to encrca(e the dilhd, of the beliegeJ, rhe allied gen~ulB, d~fiitute 
of that couttefy and hUlllanity which fa Hrongly charaaeriu the military operations of 
civili7 .• d nation., rcfulcd, in 1~lIguagc the moll: brutal and iofu1tiog, a paiJ:'ge through 
tbeir lillcs to lhe womell allli children of Sav.nnah, which was r<queficd by gencul 
.P I'e)' 0 Il. 

The regular approaches that had been firn determined on but ill fuited the impetuolity 
of ih French cOlUml",le,; he WaS f.nfible 01 the danger to which his £hips were e,,
}lofed, 1u ,mo(l critical fc.fon of the y.", upon a coall which could aJrord them no pof 
fihle Ihelter; he obler •• d chat his '''tter;es had produced but little e/fed on tl,e Britilh 
works i he wos impatient to proceed in quefi of n~w entcrprize,; and he rdied, with 
illlpll ci~ confidence, on tbe fupcriority of his force, ""Ii tbe goodnefs of his troops • 

• 
~ 

Thefe various motives fuperinduced a rerolution which, had it be." adopted previous 
to the leturn and jun6l;ion of t,he BritWb detachment co genera l Prevofi, might hav~ been , 
attended with fuecefs. The works, then weak and iUlpcrfed, were open ·to an affaulr, 
""d would probably h.ve been fMced by the impetuous va)our of the French: but they 
h~!1110W been Ilrengthened hy the affiduoos boour of tht .. weeks, 3nd were cO"ered with 
a numerou~ artiJlery, partly brought fro,,} the Enghlh lhip., .mounting to ne.r one 
hundred piecqs, alld direCted by Capt.in MOilcrielfe, .n engineer of approved and coufum. 
mate JkiU. Yet thefe obfiacles, though they efeaped not tbe ohrervation, could not ",bate 
the 3rdor, of coltnt d' Ellain,. 

, On the nilllh of Oaoher, before the dawn of day, the allies began thtir attack on the · 
Britinl lines, .ftcr a very heavy 9annon.de and bomhard,"cnt, which ha'd becn continued 
during [he grearer part of the preceding night. D'ElIaing in perfon led the flower of 
both 3rmies, and was occomp.nicd by all tbe princip,l officm of e3ch. Thev advanud 
in three columns; the att.ck' was made with grea~ fpirit, and fllppottcd with .n extro
ordinary degree at obfiin.te bravery; but they were receive<\ with rucb undaunted cou, 
.r.se, .nd finn perreveronce, that, after a dreadful <:onilia of leveral hours, they were 
obliged to relire with conflde~able loIS. -

ThePolllh count Pol~Jki, who hoel grearly difiin&ui/hed himfeJr ill the Amcrican 
war, w,s mortally wounded in the aaion, in which twelve hundred of the allies are faid 
to have fallen M. ,I'En.ing himfdf 11''' fevcrely wou!'ded it> two pl3ccs. M3jor. 
gene,...1 Fontange, with fome other French officers of difiiuaion, was Iikewife wOllnded. 
This repulle ent,rely (rufirated the deligas of the French command.'r, who immediately 
nifcd rbe liei', and abandoned the unpropitiOlls coafr. After detaching .0Re fquadron of 

hia 
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lIb fleet to S.int Domingo, • fccond, under M. de la Motte Piquet" to Martin;eo : .n,d 
a third, under Monlieur de V.udreuil, to the 'CheC.peak, wll!)fe proCellc,: p.'cvetltcd Ill. 
iovalion of Virginia, .nd retarded that of Cardlin •• > COUllt d'E/l:aing himfelf, with the 
fhips leall fit for fervice. failed for Europe. ' 

, 

B,ut the difappoiotmcnts experienced by France in this ~uarter of the g:lbbe were 
amply compenCated IJy the fuccers of her negociations in Europe; where, 'by the in. , 
trigues o( hcr"minifiers,. Sp.in -was induced to relign the oAite of mediator, which (h~ 

· had in vain .ifumed, and, by' becoming a principal in the wbr, to fulfil the conditions of 
the Family CompaCt. The combination ' ag.in!): England Cec'll." now too Iloo/erful to 
lie reli!l:ed; ,,,hile Ihe French minillry,' n"xiqus to .. epolthe charg. of per6dy ,which had 
ueell lirongly urged ~gainll tl,lem by Great Britai." melnpted':t jullificatlon of their 
concluCt in a Ill.nifcllo,' which they publillled af Paris in the noune of their Cover~;gll. , 

• 
This manifdlo Ceu forth, .. Th.t at the acetffion of Lewis the Sixteenth to the throno 

" of his ancellorS. France enjoyed the moll profound peaee, his' c1eC"e to pcrpt:tuate the 
,; bleffings whereof the king immediately lignified to the ditferent powers of Europe, 

." This difpofition of hiJ tn.jetty was generallY' appl:audc41 the king of England in par-
" tieular teftified his fatis(.aion, and gave the molt cxpreflive alI'urances of fincere 
"irielld/hip_ Such a recipr9city of (entim1:n~ jullinc" hi$ Inajclly in believ iJ1g, th;! 
c' the court of London was \It lall difpo{cc! to adopt a mode of condua 'more tljuitablc 
.. and frien<Uy th~1l th~r which had been p~.rued fince tIle conclufio'l of the peace of 
" 1700; and th.t a final /top would be PUt to tbo(~ aas of Iyran,." which his fubjeCts 

'" had, in ~"ery quatter of t)le globe, e1:perienced, pn the part of Erl!;I,"~, (rom the era 
..... boye mentioned. I1 is majelly perClladed himfdf l!'at I)e cOITIc1 pl.ce'a fiilL greMer 
" reliance on the king o( England's proteU.tions,.s the ' primordial feed Grtlle Amari. 
" can xevolution \>es>n to unfOld itfelf in 11 m.nner highly alnrll,llng to the iutcrell of 

"" Great Bril~ill . 

• , Bur the court o( London, vainly imputing that 10 renr or wcakneft, wliich wa. but 
.. , the natunl "fult of his majellis I"'cifi c di[pofition, ltriClly .dhered to her cuRom.ry 
., fyfiem, anJ coutinued every h~raffing aa of of violeoce againll the commerce al\d navi. 
" gation -of the fubjet>. of France, His majelly, reprefenled thofe outT:lges to tbe king 
" o( England with tbe ulmon cJodour~.nd, judging of hit fe\ltiments by his OIVII, had 

• 
.. the greaten. con6denee, that the grievances wou ld no fooner he marIe known th an re· 
.. dr.if.d. N1Y. further, his majelly, being ll)orougllly acquainted "lith the .lObafrair, 
" ment which the all-ai.s of North America h.1l occafioned the court of Londol), ch.ri
•• fahly forbor" to eher.aCelpac embarr~Ifmellr, by itlfilting too hallily on thoCe r~par •• 
.. lio,.. of injuries, which the EllllliJh mlnifters bad never ceared to promifc, nor ev~r 
.. failed' to c v.de. • 

, ~ . Such • , 
- • 
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" Such WlS th: n lte of alF.irs b~tWe~ll the tw:> court!, whon the tne.furcs of tl,e 
court of Lonuoll compdlelthe Englirh cOlolllllo co h~ve rccOl ... Ce t ~1'n1S for the p{e

" [.n'3tiou of their ri~hrs, their p;·ivi.eg's, anu their freedo ,n. T!'e whol e world kllows 
" the e,. Wi,e t his brit/i .iIIl .v"" Onn: forth; the multiplied ~nd unrucccf,fu! efforti 
.. m,de by the Americnns t!' be reinfiJtcd in the borom oC their mother country ; the 
.. difulinful Il'anner in which tley were (purne" by England; 3nd, finally, the ad: of 
" il\" 'l'e""~ Il.:e , whith was at length, and could not but h~ve been, the naturaLrefuJt of 

h loch" rr.e. tlUCllt • 

.. The war ill which tire Vnitci\ States or N otth AlI,erica fonnd themfdvcs i;,vohed .. 
, I ~. 

II with ruga I'd to E'llgl.!llil, necelflrilr c:>mpi:lled tl le m t9 explore !' Ie me.na of (orming 
.. cOlln'61io)'~ with tl\o other .powers of Europe, 3nd of openi ng a dirte\ commerce with 
., them. H s m:f;ell)' 1V00ld have neg leCted the mo(\; clrcnti.1 inttrells of his kingdom, 
co Ivere he to h,ve r.r"l.d the Americans ""million into his port., Or that participation of 
.. commeltlal ntl!".nt.g.s wbieh is enjuyed by every otllc.r ,,'tion • 

.. This condua , fo m uch the rcfult of ju/tice and of \Vif,lom, w.s adopted by far the ' • 
• " gr •• ter I>ort of the eommdrd.1 ll~tOO of Europe; yet it gave Qcc.lion to the c~urt of . 
" Lanrlo~ to prefer her ,"~rcfentlt ion~1 3"d give vent \(, all the bitternafs of comp"in t. 
.. he imaginE-d , nb dOlih!"that ille had buf to elTJplo)" her ufu al Ilile o( haughtiners ancl 
L< ambitlon to. obtain ot Frapec an I1nboun dcd deference to b" will. But, to the moll: 
.. unre.follable , propotitions, and the, mo~ ' intemperate meafur~l, his m.jell y oppofed 
.. I~othlllg but the co/mll'.!s ifjujJi", and tilt moderatioll q!"reafon. H e govc .the kLng of 
" E~gtnl)d pl ~inly tq, ullderlt.lnd, that he fieilh.,· was, nor did 'he pretend to be, n judge · 
" of the difpu[c& with his colonies; much lef. would it . become hinl to avenge the qunr
" le~ of that monarch: tb.~ in (X.ofequellee he wa, under no obligation to treat the 
... meric.ns 3. rebds; to exclude them from his. ports: and t~ pr hibit them fro",. alt 
" commertiql intercourfe, with his (uhj~Cls. Nevcrthclef. his majcJly w:l3'very re~dy to 

" {hackle, as much 2S d~pelldccl Oil him, the exportation of arms 3ud \llilitary ll:ores ; ~nd 
" gave the m()11 poli tive .. lfur3nc~, nOt only th.t he would n ot protect thi. '(pecies of 
•• commOICC, b"t tlo at he wou1d alfo allow Eoglnp,d free pCltll iffiou to ~pp tholi: of IllS 

" ful>ficts who lI)ould h~ deteCted in carrying on (ueh illicit tlaflic, obfervlIlg only th.e 
" lailh of Ctcntl .. , nd rhe 1.",S' and nfages of the feJ. His majell:y wcotJl:ill,l.tther: be 
" was (.rlli'u louny elead: ill abfervlog every cOlDlllere'.1 {l,pulatiol1 ttl t he treaty of Utrecht, 

• « although it w.",d~i lrviolated by the court of London; alul Eogl.,jd, atlh~ oery time, . 
" ha<l rcfu Ced to r3ti fy it in all its l).rts. As a confc'lueooe of the amicable t> I't thus tnlten 
.. Iry hI, m;l}ell:y, he i?terdi6\ed t!le Amedcan privateers from arming'n h;t lIons; h~ 
" would " ' Ith ... (ufter rhem to lell their pri •. co, nor to ' r ma'll oue mOIll~llt longer 'ili 
" th e 1'''' IS 01 Fran<;/' IIwl . was e .. nlillen! with th~ ftipulntiol1l of rhe above Heaty. He 
" n,ICl ly ' "jOIIlt'd his '[ubjects not to purchJfe. ruch prize.; .lIel, In bfe of uill .. b.:,liencc 
.. they wer. tlireatened with eouiilcatioll. Thefe Acts had the dcired .Irea: IJVt thoug~ 

' : dllling,utihetl 



• 
H dillinguin\cd as well by their cOf.defcenfi on. as by thei r flriCt· adherence to the fpirit 
fC antt Idler of :1 treaty, wi)ich his majefty (h):r1 he (lee" fo dir~red) might have conli
n dereJ :IS nOlloeailli ng; ;tIl there. :la. wen!: (:It from fa thfyirtg the COMt of L·mdon. 
" That court :.1F.:t"ted to cOllfi let his m~jeA:y a. re;fpoIl6b1e (Of :.11 tr:lllfgrdTiOIlS, al
" thrll1~h Ib3 king of e"ghmJ, notwith{bndil1~ :1 fole ,nn 3d. of p:lfli:unenr, roulll not 
.. !umfelfprevent hi. owr,"ru:rch?nt, from rurnilhing 'thc~ North Americ<1u colonict. 
U with nl..!tchJn Illo;!, :Uld evcn mUit.1ry fiores'. 

H It is c"(y to, con ceive how 11;10 ref\,lfallo rielr! to the .aG'uming demands. 'Ind orbitr4rJ 
" preten(j')'l$ of£ngtmd, \,.ould l11()flify th e fclf-fufficicllcy arthaf power, lIud r~vivc 
t. lIS lIUeiCOllt :lnil11ofi1y fO France. She wa.Jlh~ more irriCi\ted (rohl h~rh;lvinghcgun t.o 
w. expe-rklH.'t' (v,lle c:hee1., in luneric:'l .. \'IIb ich prognofltc;trcd 10 hn the irrevoc..ple (ep" .. 
H r.ltlun or I.cr coloOll::'. allll from fo rc.fe.:ing tl)(: i\'le~iuble ealami[ics\nd 1()1IN fcful["! 
.. ill:.; Ifo,n futh :'I fcp~r;lIl()11 ~ and (JbfC:fYihg France profiting I'Iy tflat commc:rce, \vhich 
.. Ihr. With ~U\ inconfil.1C:rJtc haud, hold tl \rown aW3Y. and adopting every IOt .l", lO rendCT . 
.. her,ftag ndp~~ .. bJc . . 

II The(e arc lhe combined caufcs which have- enere:lfcd tl1c dtfp:lir of the co~rt .of 
u LondO. im~ h.we It-d her to cover the feu with pr!v:lU:cfI. f",rniOu:d with letleu or 
.. marque, conceived in the moll: ofrellfivc te rl)'l ll (~ "iol:lte, without (cruple, the faith 
fj of [,caties i to hantl:, untler the moll: frivoluus allrl-ahfurd pretence., the tr;uJe and ml~ 
.. v i~a l ion of hil m:1jell-y·s fUhje6h ito DUlum: to hufclf a tynnnic:tl cnt l)ire of the fel;' 
h to prc:(ellhc unknown ;!.nd in:leJlli iffiple b~. and reguIJtion.; to inCult .. on m:m y"OCC.1. 
" (iOnt, the French 0.1;&; In (o".t, to il't-fringe on IllS In ,tjdly'. territories,~. w~U'in 
•• b:urope 3' in Ameuc.11 In a ftyle of it,rlli t tht: mo!lm:uked .Uld ch:a ... ~crifLe. 

,e Irhi1 In :tjeAy h:ad heen ltfs mcmive 'to tht f.,ered rights of hu,n:anity; ir he h:td 
"been morc p10digal of ,Itt' blood or his (bI1e.st.; ill OlGrt, i(, in li. c:~d of fQllo\l,' in~ the 
., henevolent iml1ulll" ofhjs ,l.Itule, he hatl (uuSht 1f1 '!1venge III$. \\ ~lun\It'.tl /lOIlour; l.~ Ct)uld 
H not. for:t momeor, h:lve: hef t.lled to make reptifall, o.lId to Icrt:! hofe illfuit. which 
U h:i.t.I \Ken oIrere.d 10 hi. d;~'Hty by the lorce o~ hill arm.. Bllt he I\if\ed even his juti: 
., rekntments. He wu delirO\11 \h:rt the mC::IioN of his ,001ne18 fIli~hl oyed\oWt I~ 
" c;tufe he fhll' rct:tlnt d foch an 01'1nlon of hf, cl'icmiu :I. to el'jx6\ they woull! yield 
.. th ;!,t to m~lc l' atlm. -and amieJblc ;ldj lll1l1ltJH.OI\ his V:ln. \'I' t.;eh thei r UIV" intcfcft • 
.. rCCitl lrc;d of thcmo-

.. T1tcre- were thQ con{i,lerations \\ hich moltf:d his rn-ajelly to ,Ict:iil the whole of hi; 
" ootnplaint. to the c.ourt (;~ London, This I'euil Wtt. aceOft\I).lllied With th t moB (el iou • 
•• repre(cllutu:uu,l)ls miliJell.y heing defirout Ih:n the "11~g or El1si.lrll OlOuld 110t b.; let, In 
'" an, uncertDin~, ~I to hi. mlljdtj"s ~lt"al,letemll/l;a"OII 4D n'lal,u.tui hi, OWII dignity 
.. inviolate, to proteCt tbe risha ;md intclctca or lIis {uhJe!U. ;lnd to makl: hi, fl1g re~ 

'j {peeled .. 
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, 
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(' fpe6\ed , ,: But the colfr! of London a,lfcCled to ubfetve ~I\ oifcn(jye fiknce ,on every 
" grieY~nce reprercnred by ~he French ,omb:Urador ; ,un when it ,,'a, determined to, 
" vouclJl'afc on an[wer, it was .n cafy matta rO deny che hell allthel)licatFd fnCls; to ad
" vance princi\>les contrary to th'= la~ ~r 11_<ltIOnSt to p~ iit,ye rrraties, ~o marine uGge; 
.. oml to C11COUrogt judgementS without jufiic~, ,and confifc'ations wiihou!. mercy, uot 
.. JQaving to lhe i'njure~ even the' means 0/ appeal: At, the ·fame time th at the cOlrrt of 
." London put the' mode ration and torbe"."ce o~ the kil'g to the fcvereft tr,ial , prep,r.
" t ions were maki ng, and mnaments . equippil1g, in ' the Englilh puns, which could 'not 

, \ ' • I' . ,. 

" have America for the,r ohjcrft; ,the defi&n 'was too Uaterminale to he mifl aken. His 
. r miljefty, therefore; found it indifpcIlfibl9 tl' make fuel, ditpotitions, on his pJrt .. as 
,~ i}lighr, be fuRident to (lrel'(:n~ :t11e evil cleGgos a f' ll is enemy, und" ~t t!le ,fnrne tim,~ • 
.. to pr~vitte .gai~O: dt predJtiol1s and i.,[uIIO fimil.r to thofe' cO'nlllimd ' jn 17~5. ' .. .' .' 

( ~)~ this fia!e of thing, Iris mnjd1y, \~'ho had hith'erto rejeaed ille ol'ertur~s of the 
, " Voi'ted 'States b£ North A metica, (al,d tll0t in contr.di6\iOo to his mbft preffing in
"terells) now pe")'coived lhat I,e had not a moment to lofe in concludit\~ a Healy.with 

, " them. , Their ii\depcndencc had betn declared and d/abilfoed; England herf. lf had, ill 
.. fo.1' degree, recognized th:lt,indepenilence, by pcrmitting the exi fience of uas which 

• • • • 4 

.. carried n\Vny every iropli~ution of Col'ereignty: Hall it bee n tire in~eotion of bis rna.-
':, jeny to deceive' England, and to adopt meaCures for the purpofc ' of cOlice'alill~ the de~ 
" coption,'li. _might have,lrawn the \'eil of fecr~~y over hi s fngogements ",itli his jnetent 
" 3~lic$; butche p. 'il1cipl~s o( jujlitf,"w"ieh , h~l'e el'erAireCtcd his l1l aj~fry, .and hi s fi'l-

" ," eere de,IHe of pre[er l'i, ll ~ peace, opcratct! as' d~cillve iilducements for him (0 purCu ~ a 
, !( coadu,a more g~ner6u s"ancl 11 ~~l e : he cOllc6 ved it a ~uty which he owed to hiIl1C~ ll' . 

" to 'notify to th~ ,king ~f Engla~1C1 the allia.I'ce he bad formed with the United States, , ' , 

," Nothing could' be 1110re limpl. [lor lefs oifenfive th?n the refeript d~livered by tbe 
, " Fr~hch 31l'lt.all'ador to·the BriLllh 'milliner. l;!llt' the cou\lcil of Saint' J al1les's were 110t 
.. bl' thi s opitiion; and the 'king of .Engla';~, after Iral'i ng firll broken the peace, by re
o( calliflg hi. amh:$.elor, anno"nced to his parl iament tne declaration of1lis m~jefty, as 
U an aCt of ho£!i1ily. :1s a formal and. p(tlneditatcd 'ggr.flioD, tt would be lnfulting 
~' credulity to ["Vpof. it cao be belieoed, that his ''JAjefry' s ~ecognltioJi ot the ind~pcn
.. denee of the T.hirtj!en Vnited States of Atnerica Jliould of ilrelf have fo i>l'itated the 
'\ king of F.nglaod; thut prill('e, ,without dou,bt. is well acquainted with all thofo ill_ 
" ftan,ces of the 1 ind which not only the Brililh annals, but his own reIsn, can fu'rnilh. 
" .H is' refentment l. founded on ~nolber pri llciple. 1'11e French treaty defearcd and ren
," (lrl~1i ufeleC. the pIa,! formed ar Londo!) for'the Cudden and prec:.rioos co~li,tion that 
" 'v's abO'ut to he forined' with America, and· il l;.!Rcd thoCe fctret projeds aclopted by 

'. ~ hi. Britllnnic Majefiy for that llUrpote, The rca) ~aulc of that extrc~e animo/tty' 
" I ... hich th", king of Engla nd has manifeftcd, and ~vhich he has communicated to hi, 
", 'IJ~rlianlepti was bis inability 10 rtcol'er Americ., and Lo t~rn hcr arm~ again£! Franco. 

• 

• . , 
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" A cooduC} thus extraordinary taught hi. majefiy what he Iud to expeCl from the 
,., court of London; ."hd, even had there reimined a pofiibility of joubr, tho immellfe 
•• preporations carrying Oil in 'the dilferent port~ of E;'gland, with redoubled vigour, 
" would hove fuit;ced to folve the ,loubt. Menr~re. fo maoifelHy direCled agninlt 
.. France hod tho .!lea of imp.oung a law ppon his ",.jelly I ho put himrelt in a condi
" tion to repel f~rcc by force I it 'w:\$ with this view that he lufiened the cquipm~nt of • 
" his armaments, and that he di-f1'3tchcd, f'l,u3droll to America un~er tbe command of 

\ 

•• count d'E/bing. 

I 
II It is notorious thaf the armaments of France, were in a condition to aa olfenGvely 

,. long be.lore tl19fe of Englno<l 'yere [enay. It was ill his maje.ffy's po~.e r to In.)to 1\ 

. .. (udden anl moll fenlibl. imprelJjon 'on England. The king was lvowedly engage"d ill 
" the elHerp' ize, and his Ilbns were . 01\ the point of being carried iotoexecntion, when 
" the bare whifper 'of peace I\ayed ' hi~ hand, "nei fufpended their ,ccompliOlinent. His 
" Catholic majeny imparted to ' ~he kinllthe deureof the court of London to avail her
" felf of the mediation of Spain on the fubjed of conciliation. But his Catholic ma
" jeIly would not engage to aCl as mediator without. previous ,,[uranee of hi good 
.. offices being uneq uivocally accepted, in ~ cafe ' v here he interrofed without being mad<: 
.. acquainted with tbe p,incip'!,l obje,~. wJ.ich were to ferve as fhe balis' of negoeiation . . 

f 

.. The king received the overture with a fatisf.aion proportioned to the wiJh he bad 
" uniformly exprdI'cd for 0 the conti nuanCe I'f peace. Notwithfianding the king' or Spain 
"had rofetTed it to he •• marter of per(e& indiJrerence to him, whether his Uledi.~ion w's 
.. ~cecpt"d or \lot ; and that notwithl1anJillg tho overture. he m:)de, h"lcft the king.' hi' 
.. lIcphew,entirely at liberty to .aas he tho~ght l'rop"r. yct lI,i$ lII~jefry not only con
U fented to the medi~tion . but. he. iJ!l'llcdiarely coun.erm3,\ded the failing of the .Breit 
.. fleet. and agreed to cO,llIounic,t. his comlition8 of pC3c.e tllc moment th,t England 
.. /bonld eoprda-, in polit~.e terms, n defire of reconciliation, ill which the United Sl~t"S 
.. of North America were to be comprehended; France vy no means entortnining ar1 

U idea of abandoning thel11: there could not furely be any thing more conformable to 

u the ofienfible wiJhc~ of the collrt of London, than this "fopof.l. .Hi~ Catholic l11a· 
.. jefiy loft not a moment in the difcuffion of the bu(jnefs with the Ic ing ofEngl.nd ~nd 
.. J.is mini/rer; bu~;· wa • .<j.uickly dlfeovered by thccour( of M~dtid, that 11 .. Engli/l, 
.. minHlen; wele notfineere in their 8 vertures for peace. ThcyjnfiJlcdon th~ncceffily 
.. of hi. m;jefty'J WIthdrawing the refcript which had beel) ,Ielivered by hi.,amb.a'acl,nr 
" on the thirteenth of March, 1778, a. a prdilOinary and ind ifp.nfible O:ep to recollci. 
II liatieR; Sllch on .nfw~r lVas injurious to $pain as well,s France; aod it 'levelopcd 
to the hoftile intenlions of{l:ngland in the cleardl point of view. Both Illon.~chs view-
04 cd each otlier wieh am,wnent 1 and .lthough his Ill.jelly (ever animnied wilh • love 
.. oof pe~ce) left die Catholic king to.Cl as he thought moll: prudent Witll..rdpeCt lo.::on-

• . • 
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.. tinuing hi. mediation. yet he judged it exp.,]ien! to recommend his chnrge d~.s .lfaires 
.. at London to obCerve a profoul.ld jjlencc 011 the tubjca 

, 
_ •• The hope of peace. however, continu~u to flatter the \lifpa/hion of hi. ",.j.fij, 

.. ul1til the Aeers commanded hy ' the admi t.ls [(eppel .n.! B}ron Caileu C)ut of,pott • 

.. 'I'hen itw", that the".il of deception, which had [ervcd to cover rhe tell intel,tion$ 
• 

.. of the eO\lrt of Londoll, wa,s ,ellt ,111 0 lId .. " It \Vos no longer poffible to place ~on6· \ 

• .. denee ,in her infldi OUS profeffions, nor couJ.d her ag&reffi ve deflgll he any 'longel',doubt- , 
.. ed. ' The face of th:ngs being thus changed, hi. m"Jelly toull(I1,1nlfdf ob)igea to' 

, .. m,ke an altcr~tion in thofe mca/ures whl~h he had p,ev[ouOy adop~d. fr.r -the I~curity 
" of his polfeffions, .11<1 t,fle preferv 'tion of the cootlnerec of his 'h,bjofts. l 'he tve,,! 
" will ,;ery foon dCIJIO'rlJlr:tte his ",~jc 1l y's fareflght to Mvc! l>,<Cll jun. The WOII,\ can 
.. wiwef$ in' what manner his maj<1ly's fri gate, tl)e B~!k.PD;IIt, W,IS ,1([Jckerl hy 'an Eng

.," lHh (rigat", withen view of the French coalt; nor is, it Ids notorious that two orber 
• "f,igatu, anti a fmallel' velrel, wore fur"riz",l and c~rricd info Iho port!> ot FJOgbnd. 
, .. :rhe departure of the fieet uJluer count d'Orvillier. b~calnc ablol1Jtely nccdrary to 

.. fruthate the ~cl'igos of the el1emi.s of his m.je1ly's crown, and 10 revenge the infullS 
" his Bug h.d' rcceive<l. , Providonce ' e1ifpored Ike triumph ill/av.,,,. of (he .F;p~cb O"IlS; 

l' count d'Orvi lli ers, after oeil)g attackell by the EI!glith ficet.jofccd them 10 retr,'a.! with 
, 

," eD'!fider,abl. dolnag,. • 

.. Sioce that period nollil:ties have been cond llu a<! wilhout aoy ..declaration of war. 
/' The colin pfl-ondon has Ilot decHu'Cd it, hocaufe lite wants re.fons to jullify her con
"du8. Nor ,had Ihe dar~d to dccofe Frauce pobl'ickly of being the .g~relror, ~fter 
.. three of his majcfry's v,elrels had been captured hy the Englith fieet ; and th. ft.lt that 
.. n lC would have ~Ulple toufe to blulh, ",hen the execution ofthofe orclers fi le had fmt 
" cl ;nddlinely to India mould have opened the eyes of Jll Europe ' to U;c deg(ee of re
.. Hallce whi ch can be placed in her pacine (J'rofeffi6ns, '3'l1d /hould /"VC enabled every 

' .. ecutt in it to dtternti,1e which' of the two power'S, Fr.ooe or En. '-and, the term of 
... t'< 'fidjo~J mo1l R'operly al)plies, an epithet which the Engli/h minili'o' lorc~ nooppor. 
&< (unity of beft,owing upon France. • , 

• ., As to the king, if he 1m ,deferred notif~ing to the world mu,tiplied injuries he 
(C has f ufluin«l flom the court o( London i if b~ has ~clayed dtmollfirating the ~bfolute 
" nece/li lyof his having lec\lurrc 10 rtrms; foch a Ploct~ftinatiqn, 01) Ille ~' part 9f h~ 
" 1\I~j,Jly, has b~en owing to ~ f~ntllfope that the Engli/h rtlini1ler would at lall I'teol. 
" I(Ct him(df, and, that either jun ice; Or the ~riticall'ituatioJ\s iltlowhkh he has plunged 

j, 

.. his ~ountry, \\ ould hdve prev~iJed 011 him \0 change ,hi. cOllduCt . • . , 
• 

• ." time 

" Th i, 11 ope "PP ·ared to h~ve been tbe b~tter [ounon!, .s the Engli/h rnini4ler'w:!! 
l' eontiuttally difl'atchi/lg bis eniUliuies to found his 1l1~jdly '$ dirpofition, at the .cry , 
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OJ time the king of Sr' in negoci"ltillg with hill. fot peace. His mAjelly, fo (<l.r from 
.. belying thof. fentimcnts whicb 'he h.d invariably exprelfed, lillcned with e.geroors 
.. to the advice of tbe king, his uncle; and, to ooovince th.t prince of his pe(fevering 
.. lincerity, bis majefry entrulted him, wi thout referve, with thofe 'lltry m.dtrate c<lndi~ 
" tion3, on which his m.jcl1:y -would moll ~laqJ y have lain down his arms. 

" The Catholic king COlnmunicated to the court of London tb~ .ifu .. nccl he had 
" Y .. eived (rom his m.j eny ; and ,he urged th.t court to perfea the reconciliation which 
c. lbe had long (0 earnd\J.y fJjfdled to deGre. .t;\ut the Engliib miniller, although co'!
" Itantly (eigniog a wilh for peace, 'never returned an ilfgmuDus anfwer to the klllg of 
" Spain, but was perpetually i'!fuiling his Catholic lI1ajell:pvith n tender of iliadmiffiblo 
" Pl'opoGtion&, quite foreign from tile {ubjea of dirpute, 

" , 

.. It was now clear, (rom the moa JndifputabJe evidence, th.tEngland did nct wiib (or 
•• pe.ce, and rhat n,e negociated for no othe~ pUl'pofe but tbat of garning time to moh , 

I ' "tbe necelfary preparations fur war: The king of Spain was perfealy fenGbJe of thil 
.. truth; nor wa. he lers fenuble how mtlcb his own dignity was committed ; yer hi, 

•• .. Iil;3rt anticipated the cabmitie. of war, and he torgot his own tprongs. in his anxious 
.. wiib for peace. He even fuggetred a new plan (or a celTation of :lrms for. term of 1 
.. years. This phn was per~c'lJy agreeable to his majelly, on condition that tb~ United 

• 

•• States of A,nerica fhould be comprifed in the propofal. and that, during the truce, 
" they ibould lle trC\;lted as independent. To render it more cafy ~or the king or Eng-
.. land to fubfcribe to t1,is elfenti al nipulation, his majefty confented that he fuould 
... -either treat immediatery with congrefs, or through the mediation of the king 
" of Spain. 

, 
" In conrelluenc.' of theCe overture., his Catholic maje!ly difpatchecl hi, plan (I: .he 

o. court o( London. Belides the time limited (or the fufpcnli.on of hofiiliries (during 
.. which the UI)! t:d States were to b. cOIJGdered a. ind~pendent d. follil)' hi. Catholic 
" majelly took: it upon himfclf to propofe, relative to Americ., tMt each party Ihould 
U have the polfe/lion 01 what they oc'cupied at the time of Ggning the treaty of {ufpen
" liol1, gualantted to IllelIt. Such infinite pains did the king of Spain take to Itop the 
.. etruuon of human blood. ' • 

.. 'There is not a doubt but thefe condition. mull: appear to every well-jud~;ng 
.. perlon, fuch ;II wDuld J13ve been accepted ; they were, however, {ormal!y rej.aed by 
"the court of London, nor has that court file" n any d\fpofition to peaoe, unler. 
" on the 4b/u"d conditionnhat hi. majelly ibou ld ab.ndon the Americans; .nd l¢ave 
.. tIIcm to tllemfel,e •• , 

.. After tbi. a8litling dec1a.n.tllln, 'tbe contihuation i. become ;"1"i/a61., and the~erorc 
... his m~ell:y Ito invited the Catholic king to join bim in virtue of tbelr rec.procalen4 

f ,. g.gemenu, 

, 
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" gagem,e!)t., to avenge their "efpe8ive i~juri", .lId to ?lIt . ao ena to th~t tyrannic.r 
, • empire which England h.s u[u.pod, and preti:nds,to maintain, uPO" tbe ocean, 

• 
. ., This' fuccina e<po(uro of the political views, and the pro;:reffive feries of events- " 

.. which hare oecafiollcd the prefent rupture hetween tbe courts of Verfailles and. Londo,l 
•• will en.hle ~ll Europe to draw a parallel between the conduct or his m.jeftv, and that 

•• of the king 'of England; to rend., juliiee to the puri/) and di"tlnefs ojjnlMli~n which, 
.. during th~ whole of the c1ifput., has cltara6\.rize~ his majelly; '011, finally, all Eu-
•• rope will be enabled , hy th is publication, to judge, wbich o[ tlto two fovereigns is th~ 
.. real author of the war which alllich tbeir kingdoms; and which of the tWO 1\0\0 11'

•• totes 'will he a"flVerable, 1It th~ tribun:,1 of Heaven, fo.r that train of calamities 6cc.:' 

.. fioned by tlle wor I" .> 

" 

• Such is. th~ language of. m.llifefto, which /lands .I.no/l 'wilhout 3> p,rallel in the .n-
nals ofEurop.; tliofe annals mon certainly profellt noi a more /lagratlt attempt to imporl: ~ 
on the credulity, or rather . a more daring infult to tbe CDmm~~ftnft ofmak.ind , The 
lll.nife(to exhibit~ an impotent effort \0 'an&ion viplence and injullice; and to co!)vert 
aCl.. of agg"effioll t Ibe moO: hollile .nd·~nequivoc,al ; i'llo proofs :of. pa~i6e diij)ofition. " 
Ilut manifcfioes, however unfounded in truth, mun be conlidered as a kind of faeffice to 
~ecency ; for, ill every war, it is {obe prefumed· that on' party mull be guilty of a lIumeful 
violll ion 01 every principle ofjuftice and humanity ;-toIay nothing of' the direa. and 
politiye precepts of Ihe Chrifil.n religiol1';-and it is probably a ~nfcioufnefs of the 
elf.6\: which fucb • violation mull produce on .11 welt-judging mind~, that giyes rife .to the
pUblicati,?n of manifcll:oes caicu·IJlled to transfer the "Jium to an adyerf~ry . 

. , , 
A" Jullifyiqg M emorial" foon appeared on tbe plrt of England, in reply to the un

founded dccl~fdl.ons of the French; it was explanatory, fl'ecific, ~lId conclulive ; faille' 
parts of it are .worthy to be recorded in hiftory :-After tracing the origin of rh~ unhappy 
llifpute with the Americ,n co\o»ies, it is remarleed, Ihat the court of V'trfaillel had 
• • 61y forgotten t'he f.ith of tre~ti.I, the outies of .. lIies, ano tbe right of wfereigns, tG' 
enGeavollr 10 profit by circllmll.nces ",bith appeared favOllrable to ill ambitious deligos; , 
tbat it di.1 not blulh to <1ebafe its dignity -by tbe {ecret I)onneCl.ions it formed with rebel~ ' 

, lious fu~ject. ; Ind, after ,h.viog nhaofied all the fuameful refourees o'f pe.6dy and dir-
fimuJation, it dared to ayo~, in the face ot Europe ([all of indignation at its condua.) 
lbe folemn treaties which tbe minill.erlof the Moll Chriaian king had figned with the 
dark .gents of the Englilh cojonies, who founded their pretendcdindependcnc;c on nothing 
~Ilt tbe d~ingne£s of their revolt. 

, , 
It enforced th. neee/T.ry difcrimination bet"een the oppofilC duties ,impoftod on nation. 

'by war and 'peace; which duties, it was mainlained, had been pe1'petuaJly confounded in. 
'the lIIi1nifefto ptlblilhctl by iran~e, who prctcllllcd to jullity h" couduS, in mat-iag the 
• bell', 

• 
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bell:, by turns, lIay, .Imon .t. the Came time, of thofe rights which 311' enemy only is 
• P!'rmitted to claim, and of thoCe maxims which regulate the ohligation and procedure of 

national rfien.dlhip: it was obfcrved, that the fineifc of -the court of Vetfailles, in ulend-. , , 
i)1g inceif.ntly tIVO oppolitions which have no cOllllcClion, was the natural conl.quellce 
ofa falfe and treacherous policy, which could not bear the Iigbt of the day. • 

". 

The Englinl mininer inlill:ed, tlllt the full juni Mcation -of his maller, and the inde. 
Iible condemnation of France, might be reduced to the proof~f two limpl., and 0111'0/1: 
(elf.evident principle.. The firll: or thefe was-that a profqund, permanent, and all 
Ihe-part of England, a lincere mId ~rue peace, fubfill:ed' betwccil the two nation., when 
France formed conll~Cl:ions with the revolted colonic., recret at firll:, 'but afterward'llub. 
lic and avowed: the fecond--that according to the ben .cknowledged maxims of the 
rights of nations, and even according to the tenor of treatios .auall y fubfiiling between 
the t'vo crowns, thefe conneClioos might be regarded as infraCliol1' df the peace; and lhe 
publick avowal of thefe conneClions was e<J.uivalent t6 a declaration of war on II.e I'"l o£ 
the IIloll Chrilliao king. 

, 

- The court' of VetCailles was challenged to pro"e, that any of the vaglle complaint • . ~ 
, which were focopiouny fcattered over the maolf.llo had the fmallenroundatlon io truth; 

the ac~urations of treachery were fuceefsfully repelled; and the charge of 11aughtinefs . 
and ambition ,,,as holdly retorted. It waS urged that, i fro Inc faCls, which France en-

• • 
"'anced.s the ground of tlleir complaints, were built on a lecs fand): balis, the Englilh mi. 
nine~s h.d cleared them without deJay. by a moll: 'clear and entire jollification at . ,the 
inotives and rights of their fovercigo, . who might puni/h. contraband trade on I,is coafl, 
without wounding Ihe public repofe ~; and to whom tho law of nations gave an indirpu- , 
table right to feize .11 vcIrcls wliicb c.rried arms or warlike /totes ~o his enemi~s or re
bellious, fuhjcCl:s; t1pt the courts Qf juiliee were always open to ;,ldiv;dual$ ·of .11 n.
tions, and thofe mun be very ignorant of the Britifll coniliution, wbo could fuppore 
that the royal autbority was capable oC fllutti,ng up the means bfappe.1 i tb.t every 
time th.t the court of Verfaille, b,ad been nble to enablin, tho truth of any renl injuries I' 'whicb iis CubjeCls h.d fuitaincd, witbout the knowledge or approbation of the king of 
England, his majefty hnd . given the moll fpeedy and dl'e6\:uai orders to ftop.o .bufe. 

" whicb was equally inju:ious to his OlVn dignity and to the interen of bis oelghbou~. 

• 

It wa. ~{ked, Whether prob~biJity fanClioned the conjeClure, -that wbiHl the (orces . of 
E'ngland were employed in bringini back to their duty the revolt~d colonies of Am«ica, 
Ibe Ihould h.ve chofen that moment to irritate themon refpecuble powers of Eu1'Opt, by 
(he injuflite and lioJence of her conduct ' I ' 

, , 
In order to ellnblifll clearly the pacific fyllem which fubfiftcd between the two na

tions, the tcftimuny of the coort of Vorf.il)es was 'Jlpealed to. It WM aifertcd. 
cbat at the Yrry lime in which tll.t COCTt did not blulh to place all thofe J>rctended in-

F fraffions 
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fr.aions of the publick pe~ce, which woold have engaged a prince, lefs f\luing of hi. 
fubjeas' blood, to make, withouthefitation, teprifal., and to rep< I infuh ~y force.of.rms-'
the miniller of the Moll Chrilli.n killg (poke the langu.ge of confidence and fnendfhlp; 
and that, in/lead of d~nouDcing any defign of vonge.nce, with that haughty tone, which 
at le.1l fp;,es injullice from the repro.ch •• of p<rfidy a~d diffimulation, the court ofV. r. 
faill.s concealed the moll treacherous condua undcr the (moot hell profeffioll!-profef. 
)ions which now fervcd to belie iu declaration, .nd to call to mind thofe f.ntimentl, 
which ought to have regulated iu conuua, It was called upon to acknowledge, that 
tiU the moment that it dicbted to the marquis de Noaillclthat declaration which h.a 
been received ., the lignal of war, it did n'ot know any ground of complaint, fu fficiently 
real or important, to authorize a violation of the oblig.tions of peace, and the faith of 
'treatie., to which it had fworn both in the face of heaven and earth; and to difengage 
from that .mity, of which, to the bfi moment, it had repeated the moll folemn and 
livelyalTor.nce., 

The w.rlike preparation. of England were declared to have been the <Dnfig"'"Ct and 
not the caly. of the proceedings of France, whofe d.n,erou. policy, without. motive, 
~I\d without an enemy, precipitoted fhe building and arming of Ihips in all her portt; 

~lId which employed a confiderable part of her revenue. in the expence ofthof. military 
'prep. rations, the necemry or objea of which il was impoffible to declare: in th" reo 
{pea the king of England 001,. followed the council of Ili, prudence, and the ':rompl, of 
his neighbours, and that with a view to qlainuin the general tranquillity of.Europc • 

• 

Adverting to the declar,ation of the French minifier, th.t the Britrfh mon~rch, .. in· 
.. Read.of confining himfelf within the limits of a bwful defence, gave himfelf up to a , , 
.. hope of conquefi ; and that th. 'recolleiliolion of Great Britain with her colonies an-
.. nounced on her part, a flxed projea of .. -allying them witb her crown, to arm them 
.. againll France," tbe court of Verraill.s was (ummoned, in the f.ce of Europe, to 
produce a proof of.n alTertion a. odious as it was bold, and to develope thof. public ope. 
rations, or I<:c:ret intrigues, that could authorize the (ufpicion. of Fronc"" that Great. 
Britain, .fter • long .nd painful difpute, offered P;ac~ to her fubjea., with Do othor de. 
£gll than fO lI,ndertake a {rdh war againfi a refp<aable power witb which {he had pre. 
ferved.1I th., .pp<arances of friendihip. 

To prove that Fraoce ..... bound b,. nery oblig.tion of friendlbip .nd treaty witb tbe
lUng of England, wbo had never failed in hillegitimate eng.gement, the Freoch miniller 
was refened to the tre.ry ligned at Pari., on the tenth of Fern u.ry, 1763, between their 
Britannic, Molt Chrillia .. , Catholic, and Molt raithful ,majeftiu, which confirm. in 
Ihemofi pc,dfeand folemn manner, tbe obligations which naturol jullice impore. on all 
nation. which are in mutual friend/hip. After having cOlJlprifed, in'.Ieneral orb!, all 
the fiate. and fuhjeCb of the high coDtrading power., they dcc1l1fcU their molution. 

.. DOt. 
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II no! 'only never to permit any holtili!ies 'by land or fOJ, bat even to procure recipro 
, . .. . cally. on every occafion, all that can contribute to their m,utual glory. interen, and 

, " 'advantage,s, without gi . ing any fuc:co.ur or prot~Cl;ion. dire81y Or indir~cUy. to thofe 
0' who would do any prejudice to onc or oth~r of the high conr •• 8ing pmiel," Such 
was the facred engagement which France -had contra8ed with Great Britain; and the 
latter ve'ry jufUy mainrained, that fuch a promife ought to bind with greoter firengt11 ~nd 

,energy ·againn: the domen,c rebels. than the foreign enemies of the two crowns. The 
revolt of the Americans, it was cont~nded, put the fidelity oftbe COU1'I of yerfaill~s to 

, the proof; ,if France had intended to' fulfil her duty. it, WJS impoffible for her to haye 
mi-!bken it ; ,the fpirit ,as \Vell as the letter of the t,eaty of Paris impofed on ber a ll ob. 
ligatioh 'to b~r herports .gninfl the American 'lefT cis; to forbid )ler '(ubje8, tO,have any . 
commerce with that rebellious pe6ple .. and not to 'H:ord eithe, fuccoQr or prote8io1\ to , 
the demen)c enemies o( a ' crown with wbom Jhe had [WOI'I\ a .lincere auto! Inviolablo 
friendO)ip. 

• 
, It was obCetved. that after the declaration of ind~pe ndance, the age,,!" of the revolted 

colonies, who were anxious to draw from ,Europe thoCe military aids. without which it » was i mpem~le forthem to cQntin"e lhe 'war. endeaYO'Hed to pellelrate into and fettle ;'1 

tho dillerent ' frates. but that Franc~ WaS the only power which would alford tbem all 

, .fylulIl, hopes, and .ffilla"ce. 'The .qiffi~ult,)' of preventing, in all cafes, illicit Com
. merce. was ro"'Iil,Y ackllOwJedged;, ~ ut it wqs inlified, that the conduC\ of tIle French, 
m~rchant., who furni/hod Amerio. not -only .with uCeful ~n cl necelTary !l1ercb •• ,di"e, but ' 
even witll faltpotr., gunpowde • ., orms, and artill ery, 10,udly procf.imed tb.t tbey .'~~re 
.fTurcd not only pi impunity, but of the jlroleCtint1 and bvour of the )Tlinificrs of the 
court of Verfail\es. ' 

, 

To elhhliCh b~yona the reach of confutation, the hO,fiile difpofilion, alld :ggrcOil'c 
~'mdu8 of France, the Eoglilh lU i ni/le~s advert • .tI to f.as. of (ueh proC.jfed notoriety, 
;s to preclude the chance of co.; tr'~18ion; t bcy mentioned the proceedins. of a como, 
~ny. alfoc ialcd for the expreCs purpoft or fupplying the Americans witb whatever could 
.,uriCh ,nd maintain the lire of ~volt ; the chief of tho enterprize w~s puhl ickly 

.., namc,l: his houfe wa~ efi. li!hed at Paris; hi~ correfllondeors ,at Dunkirk. Nantz, and 
Bourch:aux, were equall), known: the ;l\1mellfe m.galines wh ich they formed. ~l\d . 
which tl><ly rcpleniOled every day, were laden in /hips that they built or bought; aod . 
they fc:arcel1 dilfembled th~ir objeCl., or tbe place of their defiitmion. • , 

, . 
Thefe faas which could he Lon/idered only as ma"ir. n, breaches of the f./th of Irea-' 

• tiel, were c:oJltinually Inultipl).d, and the BtitiUl .",bnfT.der had diligently cOlllmuni:cate~ 

hi,·complaint .. apd proQfs to the court of V.rf. illes: he even pointed 6ut tbe names, ' 
n\lolb.r •• nd quallty of lhe /hips. t1!lIt the cOlPmerci.1 .. genu of America h.ad nrled our· 

"ill tbe port. \If Frll\ce. to "'ry to tbe~rebals arm., waJ ilkc tiores, and eytn French olli. 
cen 

• 

• 
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cers who' hiJ · e"g1gc~ in tlle Cervice of the revolted cok,nies: the duties, place., and 
perCon. wtre always fpecified, with n prccilion that aGOrded the minifrers of ,his Mon 
CIlIilti .. ;' ,niljdl y the grcatefr faci lity, of beil1g-alfared oftheCc reporl S, and o( nopping 
in lime the progreC. of thefe illicit armaments;' Numerous examples, demon rative of 

, the negllla.of the court of Verfail1cs to ful fi lthecollditions of peace, and df its conlbnt 
:lftcntion ~o nnurl/h fear and ,lifcord, were cited . ano the foll owing quot,;ltion W il'S maUe 

, ' 

• 

from a {hol't memori al prefe ll t«1 by Jord Stormont to the COUllt de Vergen nes, in the 
month ofNo"emher, 1777, a. giving" jult, tho ugh vcry imperfect idea of the wroogs 
which B-ritaillllad (0 often' fu(bin ed :-" There ,is ' a iixry-gun Ihi l' at Rochefort, and all 
" Ean-Illdin Jhip, pierced for fixty guns, at l'Orient, which ore rldlin.d fo( , Ihe ' fervi~c 
" of the rebels,' They a~e l.dell '''Ivith different merchandize,. anti freighted by Me'lrrs. 
(, Chaumont. Hollten , .nd S~\>a ti er, The Ihi I' I' Heuroux failed (Jom Mancillas , the 
' ! twent'y.tiKth of September, ullder anolher name: {he goes Il:raight to New aamp
,. D,ire, though i~ is pretended Ibe is bound to the French iJ)nnd" They bave bee n 
.. permitted tei t:Vee on board three thournnd mufqucrs, an~ twenty-live thouf~nd pounds 
" of fulphur; a mcrchanllize ;1S necelf.ry to 'the Americans, &$ ufelefs 10 the ifhnlis. 
" Tbis Jllip i$ commanded by M, Lundi, a French dfficer of diflindion, formerly lieu-
" teuant to M, de Dougai nville/ 'L' nippopot.me, beiongiJ1g to the Sieur Be.umarchais, ( 
" will have on board iour thour. nu murquelS, and m.ny warlike flores (or .the ufe of the 
•• rebels. There are .boutFifty Frenel,llhil'sladen with .mmunition (or he ufe of -the 
ce. rebel. , preparjng to fai l to 'North America. They will go ftOIl1 Nantz, POrtent, • 
" Sainr 'Malo, Ha,vre,.Bourdc.UlC, B~yotln~. al)d othrr dilFarcnl 'pom,'l_ Then followea 
the))amcs of th. 'perrons l'rindpally i.ote~encd. ' 

Vnrious other ads of ~ggrc,lJion were fpecified and del.fled, Ships, it Was d!ilmcd, 
had been I'urchafed and arrived' in l;'rance to cr,ui:.e in i he' European feas, nay, even on 
tile coafls of Gre.t Britain" 10 {ave appearances, the c.ptains 01 thefe torfain ,hoWed the 

• Alflcrican"f1ag., liot their crews were always compofed of • great numb« of F rellcbrilen, ' 
who entered with.impunity, .under the very "yca of the governors and o£!icers of tbe 
Jl)ar,ilimt> provinces: .. lIumerous fwarm of thefe corC .. irs, animated by a fpi,it 'of T'pine, 
faikd from the French po~ts~ ""d, afrer .;ruiling i the Britilh fe.s, Je-eotercd, 0' too'.\ 

, Ibclter ill rhe f. me Pflrts: thither they brought their I'rizc5, Ind under a Tude, weak ani
nee, Yihich they fOJlletimu vauchfafed to employ, the pri7,es Were {old, publicly and 
cummodioully enuugh, in thdight of the ropl officer, al".y. difpafed to protea the 
commerce of thof. !radefs. who violated the law I, to conform to the French minifrry. 
The corr.\rsenriehed themfeln. witb tbe fpoils of Ihe Britifi. fubjee.; and, .(te, hav. 
ing J"ofited of full Ijbeny to repair their loire., provide for rh<ir tv.nu, and procure all 
warlike flores, gunpowder, cannol); and rigging, which migbt ICrve for new ~ulerprize., 
tlley ~ep.rted fretly (rom the f.me porU 10 mue \leW crui7.ec. 'Ibe Repril8l privateer, 
which h~i brought Franklin, agent to Ihe revolted colonies, to Europe, was received, with 
t.wo priw;.s Jhe lUll) tlken, ill ber polfcJlion ; /he remained in the port of Nantz as 10l1g n 
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fbe thollgl lt ,convclli.nt; put twice to fea to plunder the fllbje8s of E.ngland; and went 
qu'ietl y into l'Orient with the new prizes /he liad made • 

• 

NotlVithlhnding the Ilrongell reprefentations of the Britilh 3mbalbdor, notwithlland
ing the moll folemn .(furonces of the French mininers, the capuin of that corf.ir wns 
permitted to nay at l'Orient. 3S 10llg •• it \Vas nece(fary to refit hi, lhip, to provide /ixtT 
barrels of gunpowder .. 3nd to receive-as m"ny French re3men as chofe to engage wit!> 
him. Furnilhed with.. thefe reinforcements, the R.cprif.1 railed a third time from the 
ports of Fronce, and prefently formed a littl e fquadron of pintes, by the cOllnea.d 
jun8ion of the Lexington and the Dolphinl two privatcers, the fira of which had .1. 
ready carried more tlun one prize into the river of Bourdenux ; and the ethel', filled out . 
at Nantz, :ond manned ehtirely by Frencl"n.n, h3d nothing American but the com
mander. Thefe three Illip., which fo publickly enjoyed the prote8ion of the court of 
Verfailles, in • Ihort time aft.rwards toolo. fifteen Br.i tifil vell'eh, the greaten part of 
which were taken into the ports of France, and iecretly folt!. Similar illlbnces of ag
gre(livc: coudu8 were adduced in the Erenclt iflands in the Wen-Indies. 

~ To the li,n reprefcnlatiena of the B.itilli "onbalfador, on the fobje8 of the privaleers
which were fitted out in the F,eneb' poru under Ame rica n colours, the minin.rs of h,. 

~hrifiian onajelly replied, with expreffions of furprize and ind ignation, and hya. 
~filive declaration, tbat attempts, fo contrary to the faith of treaties, l nd the public 

tranqu,J1,ty, /boold l1eyer be fuffered. But t~e tr,in of events foon manif.lled tllhlcon
n ancy, or rather the fallhood of the court of Verf.illes ; and the Englilh .1Il~all'a~r, 
was ordered to reprefent to the French minine" the crious, but inevitable coofeqllence, 
ortheir policy. He {nlfilled his comoniffion With .lItheconlidcrotion due to :l.rcfpe8.blo 
power, the preferiJtlon of whofe fri . ndlliip wal ddire'll, but with a friendlhip worthy of 
a fovere igll, and a natIon little a .. ufiollJed to do or to fuRcr injJlflice. The court of 
Verl.illes was c.lI.d upon to explain ill condu8, and its il)tentions, without dd.yor 
/:va600; and tile king of EnJand propored to it the ahtrnotive of peace or war. 

~
.nce chofe pe.ce, in Older to wound her enelny more furely ano fccretly, w i thou~ 

ing any thing to d .... d frOID her junice. 5h fevorely con,lcmncd thoft fuccou rs and 
armaments, which the principi<s of publIC equity would not permi t het to j ull ifr. Site 
dccbrcd to the Britilh alllbaa: dor, that Ihe wa. refolved to b~uiD, the Americ.n corfairs 
immediately from all the ~m of France, n •• er to return again; and th.t Ihe would 
taie, ill future, the mon r\orool prec.utions to pre .. nt the laic of prius taken from 
tbe fu~jedl of Great Briuin. \ The orders given to that .fTea alloniD,cd the partif:u ... of 
the ",bel., andfeelDeJ to check ltoe progrefs of the evil: but fubjcGi s of complaint. (prang 
"p again daily; ,,"d the manlier in which thefe orders were lirll eluded, then ~ Iolated, 
and, at length. entirely fo~onen, by the Itl(!rchants, privateers, nay, even by the ro1'l 
alicers, wu net enulable by tbe prot.llations of fri~"dalib willI which the court of 

Verfailk 
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Verfailles ~ccomp.nied thofe infraaions of pe3ce. until the very moment th.t tt"e treaty 
of alliance, which it had ligned with the :..gent. of the revolted Amertcan colontes, was ' 
announced by the French ambalfado in London . 

• 

• 

If a foreign enemy, acknowledged by .11 the powers of Europe, had conquered the 
llriti!h America., dominions; .nd if Fr~ncc had confirmed, by. fole",n treaty, .n .a o£ 
vi~lence, that had plundered, in the midll: of a profound peace, • refpeaable neighbour of 
whom Il,e fiiled herf.lf the friend a"d ally; all Europe would h.ve Ilood up againn the 
injullice of her conduCl, which !hamefully violated all that is ,"oft facred among men. 
The firfi difcovery, !.he uninterrupted poff< Olon of two "unrlred years, and the confent 
of all nationl, were fuffieient to afcertain the rights of Grent Britain over the lands of 
North America, and its fovereignfy ovenhe people tbat h.d fetLled there, with the per. 
millio!" and unrler the government of the pred.celfors of the king of England. If eveR 
tbis people had dared to fluke oft' the ),okc-of authority, or Tather of the laws; if they 
h~d ufurped the provinces and prer0!l~tives of their fo.ereign; and if they bad fongbt the 
alli~r\ce of firangers to fupport their pretended independence: tbofe ftranger. could not, it 
'was contended, accept their alliance, ratify their ufurp.tions, and acknowledge their in
dependence, without fuppoling that re".lt b~th more extenftve rlghll th.n th.pfe of u'ori ( 
and witbout granting to rebellious fubjecb a bwful title to conquen, wbich they could 
not have made. but in contempt both of bw and jufiice. The fccret enemies of ,ret ... 
-faid the BI iti!h mininer-of England, and.l'er"ol" if F,.""" lur/tlf, had nevenhe- \ 
lefs t~imin.1 dexterity to perfuade his Mofi Chrini.n majen" that he could, with
out violnting the fAith of treaties, publickly declare, that he reeeived the re"olted fubjefu 
of a king, his neighbour and ally, ioto the nllmher of his allieo. The profeffions of 
ftiendfilil' 'which accompanied that declaration, which the marquis de Noailles wos or. 
deled to make to the court of London, only fervcd to aggravat'e the injury by the in
{olt; ond it was referved for Fronce to boan of pacific difpofitions, ill the very inftant that 
her ambition inftigated her to tXeeute and avow an aa of perfidy, unexampled in tbe bif. 
tOIY of nations. , 

In a"fwer to tbe .lfe/t~n that it w", not the acknowledgment of the indepelldenc. -f 
America that bad enraged the king of Englond, wbo could not be ignoront of all the 
examples ortbe like kind tbat the Britifh annals, even of his own reign, furui!h, it was 
properly obferv,,~, lbat no fuch examples exifitd; that the )dng of England never ,ac
knewledeed the ,"dependence of a people, who had ihaen.,{,fF the yoke of their lawful 
pri nce; and a concern was exprelTed, that the minillertlof hi. Moll Chtillian majefiy 
fhould have ch.oted the piety of thelr {overeign, to COY 'r, with ro tefpea.ble a nam .. 
aOettion., without any fouotlation or lik~lihoodJ which w ,C contradiacci b.y tbe mclJlOl7 
.fall Europe. ' • 

• 

• 
• 



• 
:rbe memorial condl1<led ,,'itll a well-founded ohftrvation. that the d~c1atatioll dtll 

1Il.~quis de ~oail1es was a lignal of the public iD(~aClion of tho peace-i" cO.llfequence oK 
wInch, fhe icing oft.Englalld dire6\ly proclaimed . to ollo.\ioll$ that ~ accepted th9 war. 

,which Frallce ()lfere~; theJaft pr\>Ceedings of hi~ !I).ielly. ~t \Vas m~intaiQed, was raUler 
the offspring of his prudencQ thall his juftice; and Europe' wa left to lullge if the oour~ 
qfL,ondon wanted I"e~ns to .. j,ufHfy a declaratiol\ Q{ war, 3nd, ({ fue die! no~ <lare t\\ 
." accufe France publlckly of being tbe aggtelfor. " 

Such is th~ f\lhtl'lnce of the l\ritiJh memori~l. pubJill\ed as ~ reply to the Fr.ne" 
rn.nifc(to; the faas it exhibits are ftrong, pointed, nnll unallfwerable, and the argu\l\el,1t~ 
it contains are gcncul1y conclulive; but unhappily there is no e.rthly tribunal ,·ndued. 
witll power to ol)force, 0.1\ fucb oc:cafiolU, the verdiCt which junice wO!lld' di6late; to 
checlc t)le deft;ru6live efforts of .mbition i to. refir.in the lufi of conquel! ; to avert tho 
de.dly dfeCl' of oalion.1 enmity I and' to frufirate the fatal projeCls of renoge. The 
die was ~lready can I the flames of war wer~ widely diiF\I(ed; and amidl! th¢ clang of 
arms, {cafon bUI feldQII) ~an e~ert her f~b .. tary fway. 

• • • 
The Intrigues of FUDce b~d prevailed in thO cabinet oJ Madrid; and tile Spani/h am.-

balf.dor having quitted London, tbe two branches of tbe houfe of Bourbon formed l, 

."'~lOajon of their naval forces, amounting to fixty -fix fail of the line, with which they 
tClumrhantly entered the Briti/h ·t1lannel. Thi~ deciuve fuperiority compelled the 
Engli/h fleet to reek for refuge i~ it. Olfn ports; while th.e inha~i.tants Briti~ _ 
coaft 'wer.<: in momentary expechtioll that the enemy would ~lFecfi ~ defcent; a :11 '\J 
Plymouth trembled for her fafetv. But the dread of the approac;hing equinoxial fior'mll'--"-

I fuperinduced a reparation of th.c combined lIeets, after they Imd captured the Ardent, an 
Engli/h /hip of the line; and the French {ailors, in their return to port, communicatecl 
to their countrymen a pellHential difo(dcr, whi~h raged for {ome tim.e in ~ i/Ferent part' 

of the kmgdom. 

, With a view to ellOTene tbcem1>arralfments of England/ and to divide ber force, Spain, 
with a confiderable army, formed the memorable liege ot G ibraltar; an enterprize which 
had a contrary effeel t that it wu ,nteoded to prod ace, and finally terminated in the 
difgroce of Spain, and tho exultation of her foe. The land forces,,,,cre.enlrllncd to the 
command of Don AI re-z..; Don Barcello blocked up the harbour With a Ilumber of 
lIebecquet and frigares ; hile Don Lrwi. de Cordova, with Hvche jhip. of tbe Jine, wal 
A.t.ioned near \0 afford fu rt 10 its operation •• 

AmidR the rage ofw ewi. rhe Sixt~ent\1 difp\ayed that regard for fci~nce w~ich had 
urly formed rt.c prorrunent feature of hi, reign ; aod whil~ hi. o~erallOIU .g"nllthe 
,eoemy were matled by the utmoll vigour of ellertion,two fblptobt'IOed a vOI.untary and 
'iulJ10W:oIb1e>cxemption from tile hollilc auempts ofw. French Bccu. PrevIous to the 
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. c6mme'lcement of holhlitica, the Englilh h~d fent t",o velTe!, into the Soutb S'eas,com~. 
m31\ded by C31;tains C ok and Clerke, to .explor.e the coalls .nd,ifiallds of Japan and Ca. 
lifornia; the return ohhofe veJI"els wa.9 ltoudy txpe,Cled ill Eu rope; and L.I'w is : with. 
tl1M conlider~t h~mani~y which reR.<els .tbe brighteflJuQre'on ·h;s .charn~ r,()omm3nd~ 
ed his naval officers, by a circular lotter-,- to ablhin from hofi·iIities againlhhore {h ips, and 
to treat them, in ill ,.Cpeels, ' as· nO'!tr.1 velfels. T-h ... lette" alCo mentioncil 'captai" • 
Cook. who had long dillinguirhed bimfelf ill r"ccelli>:e voyages of difcovery, io terms 'or. 
the higheil: refpeel; but that celebrated navigator did not live to enjoy this grateful Ie/H-_ 
mon}t ~F his 'merit; having , already :fallep a vil!itll}o tbe blind fqry of rhe: fav;ig~s";'l, 
on~ of tbe newly.difcovered illan!!. ' l • , 

• • 

• 
A. D. 178'0.) . To .Uliment thofe r.fourtes·which were ,irldifrlenlillly requilite for the

Iupport of the war, M. Neckar. whq now prelided ovenhe financesuf France, exerteu, . 
his talents in the ton.. of reTorm. Not n lingle department ... f ·toe revenue efcaped his' 
vigilance .oJ att~ntion; rigid economy-and judicious improvements .precluded the neeet ... 
lily of addilional' impoil:s; an,d. variety .of '\nneeelfar,y ollices in the 1l0uCoho!u of the· 
lting and, queen were abolHhed; at the- .xrrefs requilitioll of the;" m.' jefries, whore con-

• cern for the ea.fe of their fubjeels, and thogen.ral vyclfarc-ofthe kingdom; led ta'tbC'; _ 
lIdop.tion of many otlier imp~rtaut r~SJlatiQl1' .••.• 

\ 

, The Zeal' and 'indufiry of the direCtor-genernlllt .the finances ·were rivalled ~y tbe ad 
jlrefs of e }'rench minifiers at the dilfere-nt.c06r,ls-ofEu;ope. F.arf"lleft thl''; ntim.tel. 

f c . • 01\ wJlich had fublified between.othe E"glilh and R ullians migbt lead, to~n ali i 
-"lI~nce hofil!e to tI\e illtcrefts of Franc,e, tJ,. ·}'rencn ambalfador ar,th •. court of P~terffiUlgn, . 

was inft(uac(~: at Ih'is criticnlJunelure, to -conc illare the ,il1ciin .~ions of the .empI'CrS, bY'1 
evcry comp'liance that the hOllour of his ,country would permit; an<hh.e fe31'",or F~hnce 
were foon extinguifbed by • m~nife{l:o,"",favourabJe- to the .v.iews of .the court 0/ Ver- . 
{.i1les, 3S it was unpropitipus ,to thpre of St. James's. Th~jealoufy that had been ex., . 
cited by the former afctndancy ot Greqt B,itain, and the dominion to which rhe bad atp . 
hined on the fea, had even eX~llded. and ·been nourill~ed , by, tbe moft ~illan power. of (.; 
the north l the c:npre)s' of Rum. embraced the opportunity to emancipate her comme(c,,- ' . . ' 

from the cOlltroul oftbe. Englifu1 .nd · w,s readiIY. 4'erfuaded, by . the ,amb.fi'ador off . 
Fran.ce. to place heifelf at the head of a-c~nfederacy formed of.)Jer no;'\hem neighbours , 
She nccordinl:!y ,addrelfed a deci".tion to t~e courts.of LOJ),loll.. .rrailles, and M.dr; I, . . 
i,\ which, after expatiating at large on the j ullic. and ,moderatio f which rhe had given. _ 
loch cOllvincing.proofs in the courfe 0(. her war with the Q Inan Porte. al\d, the Ihi~ . ' 
~ega"l w,hich rhe'had alwaystl\ewn for tbcrights of neutrality a d of comme ,ee in -.geoeral" 
lbe lamented that her ~xample bad not Qeen pcrmitied to iollue • tbe p~f~/lrb~Uigcrent 
powers, but that her fubje~s bad been precluded from the PI';l<;e.~le. .cD~yment , of the,' ' 
'fruits of their indufrry, ,md the advantages befonging to neutri\1 natioos; th~t they h~d. 
\leen molcfud in tlleir navigatioJ,jlnd rctijrd~4 in IlwU'op~r3tioJ1l, by the ip! and pri!., 

vatJe~li. , 
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'v,teers of tl!e contending Covereign.; and th.t /he fo"unu ' herfelf, with COftl;'ertl, unlle 
the necdlit y of removing thofe vexations whic" were olfere.1 to the commerce of RuC, 
l!.3 in panic?lor, and to that of Eo rope in genera!. ~y 1Il1 the . ~~~ns oOlllpa\ibl~ with he( 
Own dis.nlty. and with lbe weHue .. of her CubjeCls. 

• 

She proteeded to demand th,t neutral /h i!» filould enjoy 4 free navig,tion, even fron, 
, }Jort to port, .nd on tbe co.ns of the belligerent pow.rs; that all tbe effeas belongi", 

'to thofe po,vcrs /hould be looked upon", free on boord/ uch "eutnl /hips, excepting only 
thofe goods that were .gr.eed to be contraband·, as arms, ammun ition, and warlike nores; 
'that if any Cucb were found, beyond what might properly appertain to the-Illip'. cre,vor 
paaengen, they might be, {eisco and ~onfi lc.ted accordi'lJ?: to law; but neitb .. · thq 
velfell, po{fengers, nor the reft of the goods. were to he detained for thlt ... fon, nor hin_ 
dered fro.n purflling their voyage; til at thefe pri\lciples were to Ctrve os rules iii the ju, 
dicial proceedings and felliences UpOIl the legality of prizes; and her imperial m.jelly 
declared. ihat to Tehder them nin more refpoCled, and to "rotea the honour 01 her Bag. 
1he had given orders t<> lit out. confider.ble nav.l fon;e. The king. of Denmark and ' 
Sweden immediately acceded to the declarations of tbe empreCs of Ruffi.; rhe States-., 

'general of the ,United Provinces, after that dolay which gentlally prev.ils in tltoe delibe-
ntions ",f the ~epublic. followed their example ; and this formiuable confederacy .C
~ncd the title 'Of the Armed Neutrality. and engaged to make a common caufe of it at 
• ofea. again!t any of the powers that lbQuld viQI.t~ Ihc principles hiro had been Jaill 

oiIown in the Ruffian memorial. • 

'The king oi France ha!telled publickly 'to declor. his ~ntire approb.tion ofa me.rur ........... 
<the adoption of whicb his mininers h.d been long Cecretly endeavouring to promote. He 
declared that w.hat her imperial majelly cbimed from the belliger.el\t p,,:wera was OOlhin( 
elfe tban the rule. prefcribed to the French navy; the execution of whicb wa, enforced 
with '" ... ands knOWD a~d applauded by all Europe. He hear:ily coincided willi 
the principl", and viewl oftbe elOprefs; and he a1fertea, thai from tbe me.fures /he had 

> now adopted. folid .dvaDuge8 would UJlj\o\lbtcdly rcfult not only to b~r fubjelh, bllt 
Jikewife to all.natioIU. • 

• • 

Wbile Funce, tbus fucecfsful in thr <.binct, Cecured tlfe frlend/hil! or the northern 
potentates, the arms of {ler kindred ~l y received a deep and defperate check. A Spanilh 
:fteet of eleven /hips of\ Ie l ine and two frigates, cruiCIlI~ near Cape Saint Vincents, 
under the command of Dc I uan de Lang.ra, were e~countered, on the lixteenth of 
Jaa!'ar>:. by a Britilh fleet 'foperior force. commanded by admiral Rodney, th~ objdl 
of whofe denination lVas I e relief of Gi~ralt.r. The Spaniards difplayed J:rear gaUantry 
in maiDtai~III.1or a confiderable time. the unequal cOlleia, but ihey wt re unable to 
aVert thatlfue which an inferior force muft ever expeCt to incur. , Olle Q( theIr Illip •• 
'lbe Saint Domingo, of (eveDty gun. aDd fix hundred men, was blown uj> iD the a¢lion. 
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Th~ admiral's /hip, the Phc!nix of eighty guns, with fOQ r more !hips of feventy gu ns, 
were taken; another of the fame rate was driven albore and deftroycd ; and tbe reft of t he 
1Ieet, after fu ft.ioing confide"ble damage, efc.ped with difficulty into the ~cigbbouring 
ports. Admir~ Rodney im",ediately purfued his courfe to C .hraltar; reJi~ed the gar
ri fon of that fort refs ; then repaaing the ftre igll ts, fteered to the W ell Indies, after de. 
t acbing admir.1 Dighy, with his pri .. e, and p .. t of hi, fquadron to C leat B ri tain, who, 
on hil palr.ge, (ell iD with and captured Ihe Prothe, a French man of war cf liny.rolJl' 
gUDI , 

Nor was this the only dif.fter which arofe from the foolllh petfev.rance of Spain in , 
the frui tlers fiege of Gibraltar. France had, dur, nll the winter, at an IInmellf~expence. 

continued thofe preparations. the ohj.a of wh ich was to give the alHes. decifive fuperi. 
eSllty at fea; but the meditated junaion of the combined Beets waf retarded by the ob. 
lI inacy of the Span iards. who confined their hoftile .ttelDpts Co that impregnable for .. 
trefs; and the /hips of France were confined in their hOlbou l •• by tbe fupcrior'force of 
Great Britain. whofe n3val '11llamcnl& £he was not ahl~ to etlcollnter fio ly. Admir~l 
G eary, wilh the Engl iTh lI~et, continued ,jgilanlly to obf.r.e thei. 0101 ion •• and rhe 
Artois. Ihe Pearl, the Capricieufe. the ymphe. and the Bdle-Poule, fwelled the num • 
ber offrigatel. loll to France in the (pace of. few monthl. to eight. beG-des the count 
cl·Artoi., a private 'llip of w .... carrying fitty-four gUAI. ThechtIVolier- de Kerg>ri 
who commaoded tbe Belle·Poule. dilli ngui Orcd hlmfdfby. hloolly and.gallant ftll: ........ 

/-.nce : ugh Ilis . lbip mounted on ly thirty.two guns. and the enemy he encoonure.l 
'/}u,"l'I<ti·(our, he m.i~tained the com!>.t with undaunted ,.folulion; when mortally 
~'-'wounded. ho continued fo exclaim " C.tJ'PI'. Illes In/ans! ,,~,a!, '" and eltpir~d while 

animating to farther exettlons,h is cou rageous Cr<! W. On hisdcatl, [he eommanddeyolvcd I 
OJ! his fi l ft Iieut naIl! , Mi Ja Motte T.Oourel. who emulated the h .... oic v:dour of hi. 
captain. and. for. thre~ qu.rten of.n hour, defended the Belre.Poule with equal vigour. 
He then r Gl~ntly llruck; hi$ Bag. the /hip being on the point of finkiD.It. Sil( feet · 
water "ere in the hold; Ii~teen /hot in 'he hull of the fh ip : the maltt and yard. 
brok.n; the fail' nd rigging .cut .to piecel; the co~tain and twenty· (our men x,lIed I >" 
and the fe",ond captain. " ith fifty men. wounded. The chevalier du Rem.rn, in the . 
N ymplie. had dilp;. ycd lim!"r bu very in the defence of his /hip; equ~l in force to the . 
enemy. he only yi Jded t~ htr fuperior fonune ; before Ihe coloon of Ihe NY'l'Iphe Wl!re 
firicket. two thi rds of her crew were killed and wounlled; .nd ong tho. focqKf 'rat.. 
lhe dlew;tlier du Remain hilp.felf. 

Finding there was 00 prorpea-<>f heing joined by the Sp ifril •• the Frencb lbiP.' of , 
war had tfcaped from Brell: in fmall diviJlol1', and rep~ired l\ Cadiz; and as the .cOOl .. . 

bined Beets were croiling olf Cap" St, Vincellt. fortune leemed dirpof~ to =ke the .. . 
-:ample amends (or their furoncr difappointments. A ricb and cx~n/ive convoy (or the 

Iitifh poJreJlicfn. in the E~ft and W ~ft Indic. had' failed fl'Olll Englaml unde; the feeble 
- . iP~OICC\io.tJ • 
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pro.teaioo of'a Gngle /hlp of the line. aQd only two frigate.; and .Don I.ouitde Cor~ 
dov., who commanded the allied {quadrons, was agreeably furprifed, 011 the ehhth of 
Augun, " .it" the figh~ of this valuable and defencel.r. Beet. A /igna!' ,va, made for .Il 
,eneral c1uce; the fh,pI ... f war efcaped by their fuperior failing; but five Eon India_ 
men, and fifty vetrels bound to the Well ,Indies, .... ere 13ken .nd carried into Cadiz; the 
former. betides arms .n.d ammunition. "ith • train ·of .rtillery. conveyed naval /lor'es for 
the fopplyof the Britifh fquadroA in that quarter; 3nd the btter contained ItntS and 
ClImp eq uipage for the troops defigned (or aClive fervice in the Leeward In.mds, but the 
gre.telliors which Great Britain fullain.d, on this occ,lion, was that of fifteen hu ndred 

• and twenty reamen, and twelve bundred and Jilty-lil·. foldiers, who I..came the cDp"ve • • 
of Ih. !1Q.U Ce oC Bourbon. 

In the wen Illdies. M de b . Motte Piquet, with (our Olip' of tl •• line, attocked. Olt 

the t .. e~tieth of March, a fmaller fqu oclron of the Engl'/b und r commodore Corn
""",IIi. ; tbe adion, ,,!.ich continued til. whol . night ,nd P'rT of tht follo\\', II day. 
_8 totally jndec,five, not a Olip being taken on e,ther liJe. The French .dmiral, hlv
ing/u .ined co,,/iderable damag~, and being 'OliOUS to hin the gund fl et, left the "r,.
my in a dllabltd Ibte, and bore away for Cape .Fra"~~i.. The count de (}; \ichen had 
fail ed from B"ren to Cl\pply the plac~ of rount d'Efi ., ing; the .fl eet under his command. 

.JIIIl..en united, ,conlified of twenty ,thre. lb ips 01 'he Ilile. hdid.s (rigates; and, on t~c 
r"""fev~nteen'h of April, he f<ll in with admiral Rodney. whoC. force did not e xce~d twenty 

~hips of the ).ne. An engagement enCueo, which, Ioke the orher. was maintaioed- ';'ith 
great obfiinacy, and proved eqllolly indeci .ve. The French retl .. d to Guacla o. e, fOl' '. 
the PUrpOr" of refitting their fhatte.tO vctrc1s; while Ille Engli/b, refulut. to rene 
;dion, prefervcd their n~~iWl offt"e ifi.nd of MartinicO. 

A. foon as the count de' Guichen hjd repai,ed his Chips. he agoin r.lIed to encounter' 
,the. enemy: on the evening of rhe nlt.enrh of M.y the hall de fi er erlg.ged, but af.:r 
• fruiller. e/fuuon oC human blood, night pJrted tho comb.lOlIts; who agnin met, on the: 
nineteenth ofthe f.me mooth, '{Ihen a third. . Clion enfued, equally partiAl and indeciuvc:. 

)But thongh the French. in thde di trent <:Dgag~mcntl, h.ad .no advantag to boan, they 
~vertllelers convinced the.Engltfh that the d<:c,d.J fupenonty on wh.ch they had been 
accufiomed to reckon, in r" .. 1 encoonters, 110 lonl!.Cf e:£illed; for whatever inferiority 
tbere might be on the part. of t he common {eamtn 01 rh French fltet. there appeared 
tethe no Inferiority, wi~ r"'pea either tQnav~llki\,l Of cou,age, in the FI·toch oBice ... 

The <quot de Guichen ~joined, in the month 'Of June, ~Y a Spanilh fquadron. hut 
tlie nC: ~ of its admird ((/concur in an y attack oli the Eogl.fh f.culeroent;, tot,lIlly clef-
tr~y.d the e/fed, of the ri1periorlty which that jundion.a/ford d him • • Thu$ de~arred= • 
by the fuper.lluou. caution of his colleague, from all hon.1e atlempu, he {e.zeu lh ... o~ 
-tllniry to efcort t , e homeward·bound trade towarda EurojIC; the J!ckly filte of h,.~ 
~ JIlI:~ 
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men induce'! him to continue his voyage, ,ml he conduded the rich lIeer he II d und~r, 
taken to convoy in f.fety ro Codiz. He wos there joine,\ hy the count d'Ellolng. wh~ 
alI'umed the ch'ef comm.nd; the fleet of Fral,":'" b this ullion, was fwelled 't. ftt . ond. 
thi"y fail of the line; hut the /hips themCelv". were foul.:.od out of ~ep'i', and th .. 
feeble c'lndition of the crews fa far precluded the poffibility of attack, that, though the . 
French odmiral, on his palrage. 'fell in ,with .n E\lghn, neet af only twenty !hips of 
the liDe, he lludioully avoided .an eng~em.llt, and purfu d his courfe to ~h. portS oi 
Fnn= ' • 

The Englilh. meanwhile, h~d bee n .nx~ous to avail themfelve. of tllO illaClivity of 
the Frepch in Americ •• and. fly the reduelion of eh.rles 1'OWIl, had cxcited • confide
able alarm thmughout that continent. The earnell follcitations of the Onited Stotes. 
at length, awakened tbe French mininry to • jail (e,ofe of rbe imPOlt.IICe of aiford,"~ 
effectuol furport to theit allie • . ; 'lOd, ·in .the begillning of May. the count de Rocham
beou wa. detached ITom Breft with a nrong body of troop'. an.1 the chevalier de Ternar 
with feven /hips of the line and fever.1 frigatcs. Six thonf.nd of the troops wae land. 
ed, on the tenth of July, at Rhode IOand. which. during the caurfe of the precedin!: 
year, had been evacuated by. the Briti!}l. and now .cknowleQged the authority of the; 
·United Sutes • 

• . . 
Count Roehambeau ",as high1y flattered with the ·reception l,e experienCed from rr.e 

American. who oppointed a con;lllittee from the general alrembly of Rhode Tllafld t~ 
I con u\ate him on his arrival; and the fat.i.raClion evinced by the lattor was greatly en. 

tea ed by the declaration of the french commander. that his fovereign would never 
Ibeath ,the Cword until the indenendenee of America "'as fecured i th.t the troops he had 
brought over wer. only thevanguarn of a much , gre.ter force that was dellined to their 
aid i and that he hod the king's orden to alrute them that the whole power of France 
Ibould be exerted for their (upport; he added. th.t the French tropp. were under the 
ftrieleCl: difciplint, nnd, {u"jeel to the orde" of gene tal Wa/hington, w.ouJd live with 
the Americans as their brethren. 

• 
Rhode' lOan:! was ,matted, as a place of arms, 'by the Unitea States, to their allies i 

and count Roch;\Olbcau, while he awaited the l'romifed reinforcement, diligently em. 
ployed hi, troop. in repairing aDd llrengtbeniJ1g the works on the ipand; a preqution 
011 which hell.dfoon .nfter reofol1 to congratulate himfclf. Greral Clinton and ad.mi_ 
•• 1 Arbuthnot, returned, .fter the dedu&ion'Of Charles TO~!1, to New Yo(k. formed a 
plan of attack ag~inll the Frenc.h aect anli army i but ~'lral Wafhingtoll, havV'g dif. 
covered their intention <folTed the North }ti'V~r witll tw v~ thoufan~ men; and the 
Englifh commander, fenflble of die danger to which Ilil abfenc~ mull expofe New York, 

• abandoned his projeet. • 

Api .. -
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l1. pI"", fotrl1ed hy the Frencll and their allies, proved equally; abortive. It was ex-
11"C\ed tbat Monfieur ele Gui~hen, from tke Well. India iU.nds, would fieer hi. co urfe 
to America, 10 join tj,e frelh /hips of M . Tern.y ;' .nd that the gf.nd army. un tl r ge_ 
neral W;Uhington, being alf~ reinforced by the froaps of Roch.mbeau, an: .tt.Ckhy fca 
and lond might be made on the Briti/h troops at New York, with fuch • fuperior.ty of ' 
force, as mila have enfured fuccefs; the reduC\ion of lQl"d Cornwalli,'s detadllnent to 
the fourhlVard mua naturally have enfued; anel the marqllis de b Fayette was to have 
proceeded, with a confiderable army, on ... winte~ expedition againll: Canada. 

, . 
In expeaatiOI~ of tl)ef" events, 1 • .Ftiyette, publinled a 1',"p.I'atory 'memorial, ~ddrelJ'r.cl , 

to the Frenc.h Canadi,ns, and calling upon them~ by all the ancient ties of .lIegbnc." 
blood, religion, and count rY" as well as hy the n.turah.ddire of recovering their loft Ii- , 
bertie., to be ready-to joi n. and offill hrm; .nd holding 'out· aI)' the feverities of war, ,nd 
all the terrors of military execution, to thore: if .ny fueh there were. who; blindly per
verfe to th eir ' own intereft" and forge t ful of .11 thofo, ties and duties, th~uld, in ariy 
manner. oppof. the ~rms or irn\>cde. the.generous ddigns of their deliverers; but when 
the diligence or Wafilil1~!on , hau fwelled his army . to twenty thoufand men, the whole 

' . projdl wos,dirconcerled by the departu,e of the count de Guichen for I!:urope, whicl\ ' 
c:xpofed the Amerie, ns to as ,fevere .. dif.ppoiJltment as any they had experienced durinr; , 

~·.:j~~w.,e:Ceou ,fe of tile w~r. _ ., ' 
• 

/ . -
The count's deljJttur~ which waijultifiell by the bad Ibte of hi. nlips, preferved i!i.aJ: 

from thofe. calamitie, in wbich the w~n lnuia iflund, were foon .f,er involved. A 
hurrie.ne, which raged,witTI a degree of violence that botHes, II ,defcripli on,(pICJld deto
l~tion, both hy reo and land, throug~out that quar ter of the world. At Mpninic~, the ' 
beautiful tOW,D of Saint Pierre, built UpOIl the /hare, was eutir<>1y o<erwhclmea and
w.lhed awoy; ,the (own of Halfe.te". in Guadalo,upt /lured the fame fate: lixty fail of 
t,.nfj>ortsfrolll Fbnce, ju/l .rrivc~ at Martinico wi th fiores, .3nd two Ilwur'lId ft." hurt-

• 
dr." t roops on )loa,d, were drivert our 10 rea, .ntl'ohnofi nil f ... !lowed Up by' the wa~es, 

~he Expo.im.nt of fifty guns. with the Juno of forty, and reveral other French ft'igates, 
-""ere totally loll:. 6,eO'ld. and Sain Vincent's, equally prefent d a (ceoeof terror anr! 

de ol.tion ; ~nd in the'latte r ~ot a {jogle boufe was capable of with£lanrling the fury of 
the /loTln, The Britilh fetdements and m'nrine fuiferec1alfo, in a propor,tron.te,degree: 
Jam,ica, Blr~ado." . • nd "SJint Lucia, were the princip.l , vi6\ims to its nge: admiraL 
Rp"ney, ~ith elev(n filips of the line • . had fortun.tely proccdet! to the coaft !If Ame
rAca; out th e Andromed, and l'.MtlIeI. Britilli frigates, were both w,recket! on the coan o£ 

'Martinico , The human ity of t at galla nt' officer, t ht m;\T(luis de Rouill., ~ovw\~r £e~eraL 
<of Ihe Fr~ncb 'Well India'lfinnds. Ih one forth, on thil oee,fion, w.rh cllllrngulJhed 
lultre ; thirty-one tngli/ll failors, the (c.nty remnant that was faved from ,the c~e\v. of~he 
.t.lldromcda and Laurel , WCI:C {cot by lIlC marquis t under a Rag of truce, to tne Brrttn 

commodore • 

• 

, 



• 
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commodore at S"int Lucia, with a letter, in wbich he declared, that he cou~ not conGo 
Ger in the light of enemies, men who. bad fo narrowly e(caped in a contelllion with the> 
force of the elements; b. dprelfed his concern that tbtir n,!mber was fo fmall, and tbat 
none of the oBicen bad heen faved. 

The 'event. of the CJlmpaign, though by 'no means adverf., had neither .nf\~ered the 
fanguiDe upeClations of the court of Vet failles, nor been produCtive of thofe decUive 
advantages which the minifien ,bf FraBc. had hoped to deri,'. from ihe uoited force of . 
tbe houfe of Bo';rooll. But that confederacy {OOIl acquired add itional firength from Ihe 
daring boldnefs of tbeir ,enem,y. Great Britain, 'by the capture of an American packet, 

. on board o"f which was Mr. Laurens, hte pre6dent of the Cougre'fs, "Obrai ned polfeffiolt 
of the {ketch of a treaty of amity and commerce, between tile Republic of H olland and 
tt.e United States of' America, which appeared to be in a train of negoc;,tioll, and was 
lIPprov.ed by Van Berkel, a chief magi/hate ohlle city of Amfierdam. Tbis dlfeovery 
gave fo ml:cb dfi'ence to the co!}rt of London, that the En~l i '" ambalf3dor at the Hogue 
.leceived orders to prefent a memoriaL, dated ~he tenth of N ove'1lher. 'n which 'the State. 
General w.ere -informed, tht it appeaced, fruro ,the papers of Mr. Laurens, that" the 
.. Statel of Amllerdam had entered into a chndefiine correfpondence with the Ameriqn 
" rehels, fo .ea(ly anhe month ·of Augufl, 1788; that infiruCtion~ a"d 'powers had been 
.c, given by them, .cor the purpofe of entering into a tre.IY of il1dillbluhle friendlhi J.. 

I .. wi~ the- faid rebels, natural fubjeCts of a/overeign to whom the 'Republic IV.S un ited 
~..by the firiCtefi ties of fdcnd lh ip;" his Britannic "'.jetty, 'therefore, rrquir,ed th.t Co 

. ./ irregular a ,conduCt might be formally difavowed; .nd aICo ilJ/ilted c. on fl'eedy fatisrac-
... tion, arjequate to the ojfenc~ ancl tbe 'exemplary punilbment of the penlionary Vall 
.. , Berkel and his accomplices, as difiurben of the pubJrc peace, and yiol.tors of the 
A'· rights of 1I.lions."-The Slates General not giving aft immediate anfwer to tbis me
morial, the demand contailled in it w,sjlrelfed by the ,Britifh .m'b.,lfador, in rrpented con. 
ferences, and in a fecond memorial. Their recorder was then direaed to w.it on him, 
aud to inform him, that .his memoria! had been uken od r.e/ertnilum by the ,leputiet ._ 
of the refpeCtille provinces, according 'to the recei"".! cullom and cOllfiitution of gover". 
ment ; aod tllat ,!!Jey would endeavour to fratn~ an 'lofw.r to his memori.], a. foc.n as tho . , 
nature of theil gove'"lI1ent wolild permit. This gave fo lit Ie fati,f.Ction to the Bri-
tilb ~ourt, who had the moll convincing proof, of the t1'cachery, of the Dutch, Ihat 
their ambaffidor was ordered to withdraw from the Hague, and a declaration of war 
againfi Holland was publilhtd on the twentietb of December; a _afure which was re • 
.c:eived at Pari. with open exult.tioll, .and which DecelfAJ~y threw that republic intq the 
arm' of France, 

'0 
\ 

A. D . 1781.1 Thr Frenol, minifiert, anxioul to haraf. tbe eneRfy in every quarter, 
ilnaioned wilh Ib,eir approbation a Ccherne, 'propofcd by tjle baron de Rull,ccOllll, for 

takin, 
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taking the ifiand Of Jerrey by a cOllp-d,-mQill. For this purpofe twelve hundred wen o~ 
the legion of Luxembourg were entru(\cd to the commaod of the baron, who, in'the 
night of the lixth of January, trayerftd, in tI;at-bottomed boats, tbe fp~ce that [eparate, 
the i!bnd fmm the continent; and, having elfefied a landing, at tbe Ba'lk du Vi"let, 
wholly unperceived by he enemy, though not without the lofs of two. hundred men, fuf. 
'tained in confequenee-of a privateer, with fOllr tmnfports, beiog wrecked upon the rocks, 
he pulbed forward to the little tow'!. of St, H ellier, the capital of Jerfey, and drew uR 
his troops in the market-place. whence he detached ~ parly to 111e houfe of tbe lieule
nant-governor, major Corbetf, who wa, immediately {ccured, but not before he had 
·found mean. to convey information of the fiate of things to three regiments, which were 
'ftationed in (lif!erenl paris of tbe iOand. The baron de- Ruli eeoL1l't p.opofed to the 
lieutenant-governor, to fign ",rtieles of capitu.latiOl\; ~hrcatcning, in cafe be .rcfufed, to 
Ict "fire to the town, and put the inhabitants to the {word; and. at the (am time, in or
-der to prevail on him to comply, falfely .ffured him, that be ha~ I.tided above live thou_ 
fan'a men on the iOand. The lieutenant-governor reprefented, that, being a pI ;[')ner, lIe 
was in con[eq ence deprived of all authority, and that, thcrelore, his Cogning ally terms of 
capitulation, Or proceeding to give any orders, could anfwer uo purpore. Tue Frc:uch 
general, ilowever, perfitled in his requiGtion: an~ major Corbett, influenced by bis me
.n .. ees refpeCting the town ~nd its inhabitanls) and paying too much rCglIrd to his repre: 
fentalions, was, at length, prevailed UpOD to lign ,be arlicles and to (end orders to fOOle 
officers under his cOlJlmand to comply with the capitulation • 

• 
But whem Elizabeth caflle was fummonod, by tbe Ii rench, to [urrender, capl~in" yl

-Ward, wbo commanded the Englilh garrifoll, not only ,peremptorily refufed, but /i,ed . 
UpOll them, and compelled them to retire. In the mean tlm-, the Bdlinl lrQOps, under 
'fhe command of major Pierfon, who was nc)(t in fcnior i(y to the llclllenanl.-goveroQr, 
together with the 'mililia of tbe Wand; affembled upon thc beights ncar tbe tbw!J. The 
baron de RullecollrL fent to them .. requiliuoll tbat Ihey Owuld conform 10 the capitoi. 
tion; but received for anfwer, .. That, if Ihe French di$! not lay down thcir arms, and 
"forrcoder themfclvcs prifoneTl, in twenty minutes they would he att"eked." Accord
ingl)', major Pierf~n, having maete a very judicious difpolition of the Bri,jlb troops, at
tachd the French with great vigour and impetuofuy, During tloe beat of the .etion, 
the baron de Rullecourl compelled major Corbett to fland c10ft by him, faring that he 
fhould /hate hi, fate. But lhe Frelleh general received a mortal wound, from a mulket 
bal~ which bloke his lower jaw. bone ; al\d. in IcC$ than hal f all bour from the .eommcllcc
ment of the aaioa, iu which the brave major PierCon was .Ifu killed, the Frencll Cutrcndcr. 
ed thclnfelves pl'iConers of war. 

The attcnti~n oftl)e French w~s diverted from tlle (uvjet! of this difappoil1tmenr, b)' 
the famous (Jomplt rmdu, or f,,,te of tbo Jiu"nccs of France, ,.hich M. Neckar, dircHo.
general of tbe - t:nances, n?1V laid before th. lting. and c.ufed to be printed for the 

H public 

• • • 
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publi'c infpe&ion; a m~.rure which excited the greater anoninlmept, rnafilluch, as (hI' 

Ihilileli fccrecy had generally beel) obfcrved. with r.fpea to .11 the ~p~~ations of tbe go
v¢rnment. In this memorial Nt Neclar auferved, that he had been ,"duced to render tg, 
hi~ majelly a public account of the f".cccC. Of hi. J.boijrs, and of the. a~ual l l\ate. of ~he 
]<'rench finances by the canficleration, that the openners ancl authenllel!)' of tuch an ac· 
COUnt might len:1 gl'eatly to promote the welfare of his maie(\y's. af[~lrs. .S"c~ a !\:ate. 
IDent of accounts might . 1[0 put every perCon who was concerned," hIS maJtlly. coun
dIs in a filuation to Itudy. .nd (0 attend to the fiate of tile linances; a [pecie. o ' kllow~. 

I' Il;dgc important ill ilfelf; and having either conncCliol\ with, or relation ta, all dclibera-. 
I ;ion$ of moment. J!le took notice, that a prineipdl caufe of the great credit of England 

was. the public notoriety to which the linte of her nndnce, was ful>milleu; thi, ~ccount· 
was every ),cJr pre rented to part'iament, an,l afterwards printed; and the n'loney 1~llde .. , 
being thus regularly made ,acquainted with the proportion maintained between (be re
ceipts and diiburfements. were not ren~ered uDeafy by lhofe ch;merical [ufpicion' and. 
fears which were the inCeparable concomitants of a more dirguif~d conduct B~t in 
France, the Ilate of lhe fiIianees had conll:antly been made a matter of mynery; or, if. 
it WDS fomclimes fpoken of, it was in the preamble, of e<lias; and always at the moment 
when there was occafion to botrow. ]JUt it, was of gren rooment to fix the public eo;!-. 
Jidc~ upon a mo're [olid balls. The fovereign of fucb a kingdom a$ France might al. 
~ays, at bis pleafure, maintain the balance between his ordinary e"'pences and revenues/. 
The diminutlon of the former, ever feconded by the public willi, was in his own hands" 
and, when cireumltallces required it, the augmentation of the impolls was fubmitted to 
his power'. BliL the l1;l"tl dangerou$. as well as ' the 1I10/l unjuft gf -a\1 rC[Ilurees, wa$. 
tllat of reeking tempol.arr aids in a blifjd con6denc~, and engaging for loaDs, wit bout, 
.having, either by an augmentation of tbe revenue, Or by a retrellchmenr of expenees, pro • . 
viclod f(u the iuterell. Such an adminiClration, as reduced. by proeratlinating the mo_ 
ment of c,nitarrafrment, only increafed the evil, and made fanher advance, in under_ 
mining the pn·cipice; whU ft a dilfel'ent condua, more fimple and marc liberal, would. 
multiply ule rdources 01 the fovereign, and pel'ectually rell:rain him from ever), fpecies 
of injufiicc, 

. . . 
M, l\Ied,~r divided hi, account of the French finances into three parts; the lirll. eon~. 

cerning the .au.l a de o( t~~c liqances, and .11 the operations which related to the royal, 
lfcafury, ant! to publtc eretht; the recond wa~ intended 10 ullfeld abe operations which 
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.had united important me.rures of economy Wilh great advantagel In gov~r(\ment: and, 
3n the tbird, he gave an account of fome difl'oliiions and regulations whleh had 10101y 
'taken place, "n~ which had fq.r tbeir object th" gener .. 1 welfare of th~ people, and the 
proiperhy of the lIatc. At the elofe of his add refs to the Flench monarch. M. J:\ecl,ar 
exprdTec1 hin.rclf in ',he following Lerrns :-" My whofe time has been de"otea, witholll 
.. ,ntermilTioll, to e1Je exelCif~ of the impOTlanl funaions which )'our n,.je~)' has en
.. truQ.d to·my charp;e. I have neither [dcrinted to latne, not to power; and I have dif_ 
.. dained the trapping. of vanity. J have renounced even the dearell private fati,faEliQn, 
" Lha{ of ferving my friends. or obtaining the gratitude of thofe who fUrrO'l/ld me, If 
.. any p~' fou 01'.' to my ungle fallollr ~ither a penuon, a pl •. ~ •• Of .n ctnpluyment, 
.. le\ hiul be narued. I I,.v~ h.d no otber abjea. Ihan my duty. and the hOp~5 01 Ineril
.. iog the approl;.tion of mr mafler, new to me; but my devotion and zeal for his f~l'_ 
.. vice /h~1I not be qceetled by any of his fubje8s: and r alfo avow. that I have 'pro~d_ 
.. ly relied on the public approbation, of whicb wicked men have en,blVC/urcd to d~_ 
•• fpoil lne; but, in fpite of their .!forts, truth and juflice w.ill prevail." 

• 
In the third part of lhi$ pub1icauon, M. Neckar eXjlreITes very flrongly hi, r.gret, 

that, in confequencc of the commencement elf the war, the introdu8iory of reform, end 
tbe promotion of economy, i).ad ,<ot been productive of all thofe benclidal cITe8 to tl;e 
people, which they might have received from them, if peace had been con\inu~d. l-tad 
.no war broken out, maoy of the bunhem might have been lightcne4, their Laxes might 
have been reduced, the national debt kll'cned, canals opened, trad~ pronlbted and extend
ed, new and ufeful cHablilhmcnts founded in the killgdom. and varjous hlelling. cammlJ • 
.nicated to th~ nation. On this fubje€l. M. Ned.a, cxprdred himeel!, witll the ",ifdom of. 
~a fialesman, and exhibited the benevolent and ell!;trgcd views of a real ,Patriot. who had 
tl,e good of his country at l,eart, 

Toward, the end of June •. the fleet of France, confining of eightoen O,ip' of the linc, 
under the command of the count de GUlchen, failed from Bretl, and elleNc.! a jultttion 
wit~ the Spaniards at Cadiz. The uniLed fquadrolll, amoullllng to no lefs than lifty 
/hip, of the line fieere(\ fouth·ean: and detached two large lI.ip., with feveral fril;atc., 
to deart tbe d\lke de Crillon, and a confidentble body of' bnd forces, '0 M,norca, the in
\~lion .,r which ilhn'! had bten determined on by the courtS'of Verfailf., dnd Maclrid. 

• Arter ~r£urllling this.(erv'cc, the combined fleets direEled 1"~1t coulfe towama tbe J:;ng
liIh channel. Admiral Darby. wbo h~d but twcnt,,-thr~e Ih7ps of the li~c under hiJ 

. .:ommand, r-.tired at tbeir appro.eh; but the element.< worred in fal'our or the l<:ngHlh; 
Q \li()l~t ,ctr..p"fI difperfed .he French and Sp" liard" and ClJOlp~Ucd tIlem to (e~" 101 

.lbelter in tl)eir rcfpe ivc pottl. 

But the prirTcipal effortl of Ibe combined pow." w~re dire&ed ag.infi the' llriti lh pol
feffions ill Amdric lIIId tbe ''1en·lndies, At the lotter end 01 March, 11lonfieur tie. 
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~. GraWe failed, with twenty lhips of the line, one of fifty-four guns, andf."eral fTigatd,. 
with fi~ thouCand land forces; from Brell for Martillicc. OffFolt Royal he defcried the 
B ritilh fteet, confdl ing of fevent.en fa i ~ of the line, under the commi\tld 01 admir.l 
Hood. The convoy wi th wh iob de Grafte was encumbered compdled ~im at /ir{t to 
preparefor aCtion with caulion; but four"lhips of the line having eluded the ,.igilance of 
the Britin. nd miral, alTd joined the French from Eort Royal, he now doteJinlned to avail 

, ll imfcl f ofth is' decided fup~riol'i t y, and to bring Oli 3 general engagement. · I n the mean ' 
time, the E ngli lh had b;en :tIfo reinforced by a /hip of feventy-Iourguns; and their cOln
'Jl1 ander difl'layed admirable /ki ll in his man(euvres ; yet the advantages of the Frencll 
were n ~njt-tD\l S and . yident, 'and ,,1 .ClioQ of Ihtte hOUfS, fought 011 the l\yel1ty-~inth 
of ~ pril, "'05,,,lIly terminated by the approach Of night. On the return of d,)', M. de 

•• G ralfe would have renew ed tb~ engagement, bUt the EnS-Hih bore .way to Antigu., to 
·'rep.ir the dam ages they had {ut1ailled in the unequal con.filCt; while the French direCted 
their operat ions to the red?Ction of, tile Britilh fetllelnertts. ' 

The lof. of Saint Lucia n ill continued a fubjeCt of extreme regret to the French, who 
once more reColved to attempt Its recovery'; for this purpofe, the marquis de BO.lilJe, . 
*'Vhofe enterp[ifillg fpirit had already been repeatedly dlfplay cd , with the vifeount Damas . ' 
and a ~onfi.derable body of.t roop,s. laeded on the illand, dud ng the abfence of a great port 
of the Englifh garriton, wh,ieh had» een drafted away for the capture of the Dutch let
tlemellt of St. Eun.ti us. They immediately occupied the town ' of Grot; lnet, .lId 
fumlpone<\ brigadier-general Saint L eger, the c07nm.nding officer, to furrender; but the l 

. mar~uis, be ing (oon convinced that the ftrength of the Engll/h was f,r fuperior to what 
the IIntiv,es, i!"p.tient to return ,\lOder the French government, had taught him td be
lieve, ab.ndoned th.-projeCt; and, haYing f~ddenly re-embarked bls troops iii the night, . 
fleered his courfe towards Tob.go. 

Againft that ifland he had previoully detached a fm.ll fquadron, with a conliderable
body of troops, under the ccnduCt of moufieur de Blanchelande, late goverl)or of s",int 
Vincent'.. The fmall garrifon of Tobago, amouurin/tto little more than four hundred 
men, gradually «tired be:ore the invaden to Concordia, il high grouDd, Daturally flrong. , 
and "b,ch commands a Ylel\, of both lides?f the iO.nd. They were there invened by 
mODlieur de Blanchel.ncle; aod the marq alS de Bouill6, foon after arriving with .tbe 
French .fIeeh alfumed the fu~reme command. 

' \ . 
,ThougJ. that nobleman was polfe/Ted ,of fuch . a fuperiority in the number of hie 

_troo!;'s, yet th~ rc~fiance of the gar~if~n of Tobago was long and obltinat.: during lilt 
days, they malllt.'l1ed them(elve~, With undaunted counge, in the pon of Concorqia; 
and when tbe French h.d oecupied the adjacen t hUll, which, in fome·mea{ure, .com

. manded the poll, the EngJiih on a (udden quitted it, Iud retreated to another Ration, alw 
molt equally firoog, and at a c:onliclerablo diJlancc • 

• But 
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But thefe eIForts, though they protraCted, eould not avert, the final fubmillion of tile 
jQand~ the ardour of the nurquis de Bouil1e-was encreaCed by the difficulties he had 10 

./lcounter: under a burning fun, he, in perfon, ~nduCt.d his troopl t hroogh the moll: 
jntricate patrJg"~ of the iII.nd ; to unite terrtlr to force he rcdllce'~ tw o of the neigh bour
ing plantations to albes I and the inhabitants, hOII.kfs of fuccour, .t length conrentecl 
to furrender. The marquis, ~eith .. r elated by (ucetfs. nor provoked by 'the obn.c/es 
their perfevernnce had prd.nted, ret an example of gencrofity 10 aJI other commanders, 
in a limi!>r fitu.tion, and· gr'\lted to the vanquilh.d the fame favourable conditions as, 
had been extended to the in'habi,an1' of. :Oomini ... 

Tobago hat! no foc-nei' fubmitted to the dominion of Fr.nce, thnn the Britifh ileet, 
under.dmiral Rodney, appeared in jight, M , de Gra/fc'immcdiatcly got under (.il'-and 
offered try. enemy battle; but the EngliOl, fdi~ed in their .fFor,(s tp prevent the reduCtion 
of the inand, declined Ibe encounter; 'nlHI the F~e"ch adoniral re·conveyed tne marquis 
de Bouille to Mortinieo, touched at the Havannah to receive a fupply of mOD~y, ~IJJ. , 
with twenty-eight f.iI of the line, and feveral frigates, direCted his courfe towards Ame~ 
ric., and anchored in the C hefapeak tbe Ian day in AUjlun • 

• 
Gener.l Arnold, who had lately forfnken tl,. A'merican eaufe and joined the Britilh, -

troop', had been detached f/om'New-York, with a feleCt body of forces, to make an ir
fuptiol'l into the province of Virgipia, the exte"live pl.ntations of wbieh h.d IargelT 
contributed to (UI nin, the refouree, :of (""grefs. The French, wllo were .(tatlO/loo at 
Rhode I fland, deemed this a proper opportunity for atOlling {or thei r paft inaaivity, .nd 
for rendering an elrential fervice to thei r allies, by cutting olF the retr~.t of J\rnold_ .,\<1 
his party from the Ch~(Jpeak. To reconnoitre that baY!l il.ip of th e line and [ome fri-, 
gates Were difpatched, which fell in with alJd captured the RomUrU8, ~ BritiOl man of 
wor, of forty-four guns; .nd foon after count Roehanlb.au failed with tbe. laud fof!C« 
from Rhode Uland. under convoy of monGeur Ternay's iJoet. 

_ Oit Cape Henry, the French .dmiral W:\.S furprifed by the unexpeCted appearance of 
the Britilh {qoad)'t)" under .dmir.1 Craves; an aCtion immediately enfaed, whieh, though 
partial :md indceifive, f~ far difabled the Frellch Ihips ns to render their retarn to Rh~c 

I1Iand a mmcr of neceffity, by which means t~e projeCt of giving .Bittance to the Ame
ricans was wh~Uy difconcerted, and an opportunity olfered to the Englifu to complet~ 
with impunity, the devanation of Virginia. 

To that country the attention of Lord Cornwallis, who could no longer (ublifi in.the 
exhaan~d province of Carolina, was alfo dil'e&ed; having traverfe~ a !lo/tile couotfy of 
aboy. 1hree hundJ·cd miles, hearlived at Pl:ter!bmgh fome few days after general Philips 
had fallen a viCtim to the heat of the climate. He ilOll)caiately.trumed Ihe chief com· 
mand, antllf3' enailled by a reinforcement of two wou[and men (rom New York, to 

~ difpl:l1 
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clifpJay ,that aElh'c vigour which form' ~he prominent feature 01 his dl~aer, He ,pene~ 
trated as far as William£bu,gh, tbe capital of Vjrginia; defeated, on ItlS retTeat, a confi. 
derable corps under the m.rquis de la ,Fayette, fent to difpute hjs palr.g. of j ames River, 
and eflabli!hcd his pl~ce of anns at Yor~ town, li~uated on the banks of the fiver of that 
,name, ~yhich, beiog navigable forlbip. oj gr~atJizc ,aod burt?cn, coablea hilll to· recllive 
any !m;,cours OJ [upport by [ea. 

This p!,fi Lorcl .Cornwaliis appl)ed him[.1f, with great diligence, LO 'forrify, ,in the hope 
, tbat it. would eiFettualJy feclire him £rom all hOllile a!templ.' I blll, unh~ppiJy, he was' 

I defiined to 6nd ruin wher~ he looked for prbtection, By a rapid fucceffion of the molt 
judicious , mOVements, Walhington bad conl1'jved to deceive his aJll.1gonii Clinton; 

! • while count Rocharobeau p~.lTed oyer from Rbode Wand, and, in ~onjwnaion wilh t1\e 
I American armY, m~na.ced New York with an immediate aLlacf. That poj!., with its de
I pendencies, w~s kept in ~ fl:ate of continual alarm for al,ove fix weeks , wh~" th~ cpm· 

bined army rapidly It.verred the Jerreys. c.'olred the 1), I aware, pafTed through Phila· 
delphia, and arrived at ~he b.cad of '\he riv.er Elk, at the bpllPm of the Cbefape~, 

, • I 

On the fame day, monfieur de Gralfe,. witlihis fleetirom the Well: lodies, arrived .Ife> 
in the bay, where, after blocking up York River, he in(bntly applied himfelf fa ,eoure 
the River James, which he occupied wi .. ), his armed velfels and hisJ;ruifer., to a con{j_ 
ier~le dift.n,ce, By titi, manceuvr~, he not only pre~luded the poffibilit):' of a retreat t() 
the ear(llina,~! but alfo epableq hin.rolf.o convey, -in fecurily, tbe mar'luis de Saio 
'Slmon, wilh three thoufand tbree hUlldr~d land for~es from the Weft ~ndies, eighteea. 
!eagues up that riv~r, where he, e/fc6lcd a junEt.ion wi,th 13 Fayette, who hid been pre • 
... ioully reinforecli by general Wayne, and Ih~ [uc,cours Crolu PellCYlvania. 

. The French fleet confill:ed of twenty-four Ihip$,of the line, wbiHl tllat of (he enemy, 

, 

<which now approached, -under the command of the ,dllliral! Grave, and H~od , did not 
exceed nineteen; but the cbief obje& of M. de GraUe was .he capture of lord Corn. 
wallis', army; he expeEled, moreover, every hour to be joined by tbe fquadron ftom 
Rhode lfiand, .comm,nded, fince tbe death of M, .~ ern.y, uy mooiicur d~· arras, ,vho, 
he knew, bad ·Iately, failed with feveral, tranfports. anrt a train of .rtillery, for. the liege of • 
New York; 'IDd liltecn hundr~do[ hIS own feame~ were frill employed in tranfporting 
tbe 'French troop. up James R.ver, Under thefe ctrcum'fI:,noes he ,Prudently determined 
to aa with caution, and. ra,ther t.O avoid defeat tb~ ~ 10 Ceek l"or conquell; acchrdiOllly, 
though 'Ie frood out to fea, and engagod the Engltflt fleet, he w~s fatislitd with main
uining the bonout of r:he French nag; and, wilitout attempting to impr6ve his advan • 
• tII.ge, he r.(ired to his former -flatiOD in Chefapeak Bay, where he wa., foon after, 
Jlre.ngtbened by (he prrival of monlicur de Barras, 

• 
• 

• • • 
• 
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, Lord CornwalltJ, who, with feven tlrouf.ad fele& troops, Ilin occupied York Town, 
was DOW c1bfely invefred by- the united forces of France and America. The count de 
Rvcbllmbeau, and the marquis de la Fayette, wilb.n equal number of Fr.l1ch, extended 
f~om a ril'er above the town, to,. moraf. in the center, where tbey were met by the Arne • . , 
ficans under Wafhington, WJ10 occupied the ,oppofite fide from the ri"cr to tbat fpot. 
M, de Graffe was entirely mafier' of Chefopeak Bar.; and the duke de Lau~lIn, wi tlt 
' l1is legion, anti a body of Vi,!; inia militia under general Wieden, already preffed the 
Britifh poG at Gloucefter Point: which was defended by colonel Tarleton, witb about Ii"" 
Iiundred infantry and cavalry. 

, 

• The commanele" o[lh~ allIed forces, having thus (urrounded their enemy 01) all fi(!e.!;. 

Began 10 prefs their attack. with a degree of vivacity. that precluded every hope of relief; , 
the works of the Englilh were penetrated ))y an hundred piece. of heavy ordnance; 
their defences wer~ in many plucts rumed, and moll ot their guns were ,filcnce(l. Two' 
redo."bts, whicb Ilill incommoded Ibe progrer., of the alhed arm)" , were attacked and car· 
,ied during Ille night; -and the fate of l.ord Cornwalli" from that moment, appeareel 
unavoidllble. Some damages , occ.fioned by twoJudicious and fpirited fallies made by tIre< 
Engli{h commander. were fpeedily repaired; .ad his attempt to efcapc to the oppofite 
fide of the river was frufrratcd by the tempelluous weather, aod ' th e vigilance of the. 

French Uli!,s of . war. , ' .. 

Matters were now brouJ;ht to a crifis : tep days after tTle trenches were li'rfl: opened, 
every prcparatio!l was made for a linol a~ault; but,.,tbis fcene of carnag~ \"as averted by 
the prudence of the BritiOl comm~nder, who, COUVi ;lCeU of his inability to r.n,t force fo 
fuperior, dc terlnioed not wantonly to facrin ee the lives of ,h.,. gallant tnen entrunccl tet 
his care; be, a~cordinsly, opened a negociation; by wl,ich the troops under his command 
fubmitted, on the thirteeuth of ORober, to become priCone" of war • . The GuaJruollpc' 
frigate, of twenty-four guns, w ilh fevera!. trun fports, and fifteen hundred fea'llen were, 
in. the ciivilloll "f Ihe fpoil, .fijgned to M. de Graff\!, in return for th e French naval 

. ')lower and affill.nee; but the land f. rces amounting to L~t\V.cn five and fix thoufand 
J;Ilen, became the captives of the AtIleriealls. , 

This decifive atchieven.-nt mQR elfentially contributed to eRabliOl the ind~pendence 
of America. The French officers difiinguiOled themfelves as much by their humanity, 
in tbe moment of viRory. as by their courage in tbe hour of danger; and lord , Corn
walli., in his o/liei.1 difpatehes, bote rhe moll honourable tellimony' to their merit
.. Their delicate fen(ibility of ollr lituation,"-Iaid the Englilh Gommander-" their 
.. generous and prelling offers of money, ' both public ~nd I'riv~te, to any amounl, bas 
.. really gone beyond what I call polliblu dcfc(ibe; ao,d will, I hope, make an impreffion 
.( on tbe breal!: of every Briulh olticer wheneve.· tbe fortJnc 01 war {houJd put any .oE 
.. them, into our pow.r.': 

Tlli. - , 

• 
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This was not .the only advantage obtained ,by the houle of Bourbon during the pre-

fent ·campaign. The arms of Spain were fo fucccffiul in America, as to reHuce :ill the 
Britilh fettlements on the Miffiiippi. and to elrea rhe total reduClion ortk rovince.s of 
Wen: Florida. Penlacola fur rendered to Don Bernardo de Galvez, the Sp.llifh governor 
of Louifiane, oh . the ninth of May. The reduC\illn of the place was facilitated by a 
iliell from the Spapiards. which accidentall.y burfi bI the door of the m.g~"'ine of.n ad. 
vaneed redoubt. fet fir. to tbe powder with'n, and r~dueed. in .n inlbnt. th body of the 
redoubt to a heap of rubl,illl.. By the e~plo['Oll. feventy-fix ["ldiers and failors loll their . 
lives alld twenty-four we<e dang.roullY wounded. Even after this unfortunate difaller. " . . the garrifon continued to defend the ,place with great gallantry. put were obliged to {ui>- • 
mit to tile very [uperiae force of I,he enemy. The Sp.niili commander granted thetn. 
Ijollourable terms of capitulation, ancl, in other refpeCls, ,trtated his vanquiJhed fMs with , 
great generolity and humanity. 

~ 

But Gibraltar, the favourite CI\>jea of tne court of Madrid, Ilil! continued to deride 
her attempts, though planned with prudence, and conduCl~d witA vigour. 011 the 
fwcAty.Ieventh of November, a moll: [pirited fally was made by tbe Britifh garrifon. 
with a view to fiorm and dellroy the whole of the ac1.allced works of the Span;ards. 
which, after illlmenfe labour and expence, wer~ arrived at the highefl: fiate of pcrfdlion. 
The ~etachment which was appointed for this enterprize was formed in three columns, 
and marched.from the g.lr.rifon at the fetting of the moon, about three o'clock in the . -
Jllorning. Tbe column! w~re [eve,rally oompofed of all ad.vanced corps. a body of 
piol,1eers, anillery-mcll carrying combuJ1;i,bles7 and a fu(hining corps. witb a ref.rve at 
the rear • . The pi'oncers of the left column were framen; they attacked the Spanifu 
wor~ with {nch irreliltib1e (ury. that the troops \,\,,110 Wt're appoitlted to defend them 
gave way on aU fides. and abandoned their fiupenclou5 works withgteat precipitation, and ' 
in the utmofi CGlnll:crnation. The pioneers and artiUerY-Olen exerted th~Olfelyes in fC? 

• 
w~:mderful 3 m,nner, and fpread their fire with fuch am:lZing r>pidity, that. in half an 
hour, two morur.batterics, often thirteen-inch mortars. and tInee batteries of fix gune 
eacb. with all the lines ~f approach . comOlunic,ltio", and iraverfe. were in /lames, and 
were entirely reduced to nlhes. The mortan and C;ulnon were IVik;ed, "nd their heds. car
riaBes, and pbtiorms de/hoyed. The aaollifbed Sl'aniards, feting all oppofition to be 
fruitlefs. offered no other refifl:ancc tban an ill difea"d lire of round and grape Ihot from 
the forts of St. BarbarJ. Saint Philip •• aocllbc ~atteriel on the lines; and remained in 
dleir CAmp fpcC\ators of the conll.gration. The \ hole of this brave detachment. 
which had fuil.Jined.very little lof~, \'Iat in the fomefs again by five o'clock', jufr before 
the bre~iI: of day, • 

HoIla'")J unprep3!rd abroad and d;funited at hOlne. was an ally that claimed the more 
immeaiate attentlOll .n<l,ful'Port of the court of Verl:,dles, the Briliili commandcrs had 
eagerly in~de'd the iJhnd of Saint Eu!tatius, ill the Well: Indies, wbich had become the 

general 

• 



• 
, 

. .. - . 
. general mngazin~ of all nations ;. bllt the COl <juerors. re~.ped not th at. advantage th~y ex-. 
pe6l.ed from Ihe_general confifcation;, feveral of the vfllrels richl y laden with fpoil were 
intercepted on their vonge to :/):urope, and eV$l.l il) light of the ~rit i lh coan, by M on
'fieur de la Motte Piquet, who was cluizing off the Lizard with fix /b ips of t he li ne and 
five /! igates. And before the elofe.ofthe year,the ill.nd itfelfwas recovered by the ~c-. 
tivity .ofthe marquis de Bouille , who f<,ld~enly landed witb a feleC!: body of troops from 
Martinico, furprizcd the Engli/h commandant, and reilored Saint Eullatius to the domi
nion of the DulCh the - very day before COUllt de <;pU:-e call ~.lIchor at Fort R oyal, afte~ 
h" dccilive triwnph on the coaJ1 ofA..merica. 

• 

Dut it was in tbe call, tb~t the Repllblic of Holland was moll open to attaok ; ~nd her , . 
elColulive polTeffions .of tl' e Spice Ill.ands, her we.!thy and populpus fettlement of Ba
tavia, afforded the mof! f.fcinat inj1; alinreO'lcnts to hcr enemies. In the_ beginning of tho 
war France had the mortification to iearn that her fettlem.nn throughout AliA hnd been 
.reduced by the luperior power of the Eogh/». ; fit., therefore, r ... iily lill.nod to propof. ls 
'Which tended to rellore her own colonies, in that quarter of tbe globe, and to fecure 
thofe of her ally. She accordingly fign.d a treaty with the R epublic, by whkh.l,cr 
~roops were to be put in polreGion of the Cape of Good Hope, a port on the A frican. 
coaA:, panitularly commodious for refre/bments on the long voyage to 1[\(lia ; ODd Ib.e 
<11fo engaged to detach an arO'la~ent to aC!: in conjunaion with the D,utch forc.s in 

~E~ - .-• . , 
In order to fu161 this treat,., at tl,,~ f3me lime that the Count de Gram: failed from 

Bref! to the Welt-IndIes, Monfieitr -de Su'lfrein. wi t h five !hips of the line and ~ confi- -
derable body of land forces, was fellt to tho Eail: lodies and the Cape of Good Hope. 
<>0 his arrival at ~aint J ago,one of rhe Cape de V crd iO.nds-on th; iiktecnth of April..,... 
lie deferied a Britiih fquadrOll, of l)early equat force, :It anchor with in the l13rboo:,: Ihis 
had failed from Eogl:l,lld,1lnder the cooduC\- of co[nmodore Johnllone, m uch about the 
f:lme lime as Suffrein had quitted Brell, and waS deligllcd -to !oke by (urprizc the Durell 
1ettlements at the Cape of GC<¥I ' Hope. The imp~tuofity of Bulfrci n prevailed over 
l1is ref pea to the crOWl) of Portugal, and he made no [crupI. to enler a neutral har
jJour 3S an enemy, :lnJ to attack the EngJi/b. But though, in this enterprize, he difplay
~d the moll: dAring {pirit o!ld undauot~d r~folution, yet all the elrorts of courage only 
ferved to expoCe bis /hips to the defrruC\-ive fire of the enemy. who.derived from his fi tu
;ltion advanuges that peither !kill nor courage ~ould cornpcnr.le. The Fr~nch com
mauder was relu6l.a(ltly co"'pe\led to abandon t\le .ttack, and "t"!'touchillg at the O.pe 
of Good Hope, and reinforcing that fettlemeut with a fufficient number of Iroops to (c-

-cure it from infult, he fleered toothe i(1.nd of 'Mauritius, to joil! the count d'Orv.!, 
who. after the'lofs ofPondicherry, had alrembl ed at iliat p l~ce the f!?l[ter.a reDloanl o~ 

<the F rettch f\lrees. 
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Bot while France rather lwped thon expeCted to ellablifi, her ancient po,ve( ~nc1 ilt~ 

fluente 011 the coan of Corom.ndel, her ambitious , views were r.tonded by a 11 and 
formidable en~lny to Great Britain, who fIJddenly burnll1g through the uoguard d paffes,. 
cleluged with his troops tll& fettlements of the Englifh: This dar'llg invader .W,IS Hyder 
Ally, regent of the kingdom of Myrorc, whore fuccefsful ambitiorl had,t.ifei\ him flom 
the humble litn.tion of a foldie. of fortune to the · ~ommand ofa valuable, .... ell-regubted. 
and extenfive country; 'Qd who h.d .fi.blill,ed fuch a military force as India had never 
beheld, and wa" indeed, th09ght incapable of producing. He had, moreth.n once, dif. 
puted the honour of viCtory with the Englifh E~1l Indi. compally; an,l. though fre, 
quelltly defeated, he lIill appe.recl formidable, and had even menaced, with his . mmial 
fqu.drons, the capital of the viCtors, who were confounded by the r~llid evolutions of a 
c:avak.y that pr~cluded allllight,. and derided .11 purfuif. 

, 
:rhe Englinl had ~J(cited t.he refentment of this Eallern chieftain by the rrduCtion of 

M~he •• fettlesnent cilablin,~d withiu hi. ,dominions, but belonging to the French. En
courog'od by the negleCt of the government of Madras, he p.enetrated through th.e 
Ga.ult-narrow pnO'h in the moontains, which feparate his tcrrito~ies ,frOlU Iho~ of the 

• Englifh-ancl, with incredible ceterity. extended hill f'nguinary depredatio.llS over the 
face of the Carnatic. A conf,derablo del3chment, the flower of the Englifh army, w~s 
overwhelmed, after a. gallant 1'efill~nce, by th", irrefifiible weight of his, ca.valr,. The 
Englifh gencral~unro, who con,l!nanded the principal army belonging to the f~ttlemen.t 
of Madras,. \fas compelled to retreat .bcf'2re his:foccefsful .rms: Madras even tr~mbled 

for her fafety; .ndthe progrefs of tl'e."i&r was only, checked, by tbt arrival .of general 
• Coote, with :l large reinforcement from the province of Beng.l. On the firll: of J uOy 

that gollaot 9ffictr hrought Hydor to a general .aion bet"e~n ~orto Novo and Mo(>tea
pollom : . .. h n, after all abfiin.te confliCt, the latter fufiained a total defeat; his nume
rous cavalry, bowever, W.$ lIilJ fpread over the fertile 6SJds of tI e C.arn~tic. and eJ(
tendrd on every lide tlu: terror ofltis name. 

. 
, It Wat a thit.cr:tioaljunllure, that tbe E'ngliO, firll.received the intelligtnce of a rllp

ture with · the Un:ted tates of Holland, ;'od tbey.difpl.,.ed DO flUaU degree of vigour in 
atucking the fettlemenu of the Dutch before they could co.opt'rate with, or receive af
flOance from Hy<lcr. In Bengal. Chinfur.; on the coaft of Gor mandel, Negapatnam; 

,and Triatomal':, in Lhe iOand of Ceylon, were furprized or reduc'td by the Eoglifb land 
Holland bebeld. with terror. that norm which threatened her feulemeDlS ii, Sumall:a, 
;ava, and the Moluctal. . 

Thouglt the Frepeh had gre3t reafon.to be ~pntented with the operations of the calli
paigll, the fatisf.~ion they derived from thence was more thali count~rbabnced by the 
difpleafure tbey e~)leliencc~ on Ihe difmiffal of a minill:er in whom tbey placed the mofi 
lInbounded confidence. Monlieur Ncchr, by hi' management of the finances. had ac -

• quired ' 
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fluired the e'!lcem and applaufe of the n~tion; bul tbe aulterity 9f hi. letnper had excited 
llifgufi in th: mi,nds of thofe who enjoyed the confidence of their fov~reign. BY,them, 
the repeated reforms he had reeOl1llUend~d were; reprefented as inconliftent with the dig
'nity oftbe c~own; and he was at, length difmi{[ed from his office of direCtor-general of 
the finances, which was conferred on monlieur J oli de Fleuri, counfellor of Itate. , , 

The memorable occurrences of this year were e10fed by the birth of the dauphin, In 
event whicb caufed the greatc/\ rejoicings .tbroughout the kingdom; the young pr!"CC 
was baptized hy the cardinai de Roban; the count de Provence and the princers Eliznbetll 

, repretented, os fponfors, the emperor of Geflnany and the princefs of Piedmont, and b~. 
dowel on th~ir royal nephew, tht nallle$ of Lewis, Jof~pb , Xavier, and ;Frand" 

, • 
• • 

A. ·D. 1782. J The iiege of Mino[c3, which had be\!n undert.ken in the lall cam- . 

• 

paign. was terminat.d in the heginning of the prefenl, J>y the furrender of Saint Ph i
lip's. Ibe garrifon were .nade prifoners of war; and their coonm.nder, gorreral Murray. 
acknow ledged, in tbe moft exprefs terms, tbe humane tre~tonent ·they expecienced froCll 
tbe viCl.orioas leaders, the duke de Crilloo, and the baron de Folkenhayen. 

• • 
• 

The capture of the arlny under lord COrJlw.llis had (.0 far enere.fed the independence 
of America, that tl1. fubfequent operations in tliat quarter ' were confined 10 fome f.,int 
ftrugglcs m.de by the EI1&liOI in the Carolinas and Georgia . France_\\,as, tberefote, at
leifare to direB her attention ro the Eall alld Weft Indies; and mOl lieurde Gr~{ft from 
the Chefapeak had fteered hisl courfe to Martinico; his naval force when colleC\.ed, con. 
£llled ofthirty /hips of the line, but ,bci had alre~dy detaclted four io.collYoy from Saint 
Domingo the homeward-bound trade to Europe. The COllrt of Vcrfai~s, to fupVly 
thjs deficiency, had fitted out at Brell: t~ ine fbips of tbe line; und .. the commanq of tho 
m .rquia de \f.nudreuil; thefe were accolnp.nied by a numerous fleet of tronfports, <\"ilinetl, 
Ior the fervice oj the French ~ttlement. in the EaO: .nd Weil; ~nd they were pf~ortcd 

·by. the count de Guichen, who 'failed, at 'the fame time, witb ten fbips of the line, 
to join the grand fleet of Spain .t Cadiz. On their palfage they wer~ met by the l!,og
Jifb Beet of twelve /hips of the line, under ~dmiral Kempenfelt: the admirahle man""u_ , . 
Yle, of that officer wercj'ecoodcd by tbe favourabl<: flate of lhe wind; and the count de 
Guichen had ~he lno,tifi.atiol) to behold his convoy difperfed, and fourteen 'of thelll, 

~ 

laden with .rti1Jery and ordnance flores, -and haYing on bo~rcl one thou[.1I\<1 and Ii xty. 
two foldiers, and five hundred and forty· eight feamen, taken by.t) inferior force. He bim
felt continued hi, courfe to Cadiz; while the marquis de Vaudreuil, h~ving detachea part 
of his fquldrOn, to the .Cape of G90d Hop., with the reft )oine4 M . de Graffe at M~r • 
. tinic~ , 

Th.t .,aive commander imm.diately prepared to proDt by thedeci/iyc (upel10rliy given 
1,im hy thit reinforcement over the Engli/h (qu.droll in thofe (..,s. In conjulICl.'on with 
,Jhc marquis de J3ouille, who had.lre.dy reduced the illand of Saint Nevis, he plaDned 

" I ~ the 
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the ~tlack of Saint Chriitophe." , one of the moO: con(jderal,l~ of the Wen Indi~ Hl..nd$, 
tlut yet remained in the polreffion of Gre.t nrit~in. The m •• quit landed \ Ith eight 
thoufand men and 3 formidable train of ~rtillery . while the count de Gr £R occupied 

• wilh hi, fleet B alfet.rre R oad, and feemed to preclude all hopes of relief. General Fra· 
2.U, the Englinl cOlllmander, immedi>tely retired to Brimllone-J:lill, a firong poll, which 
l,e exprelfed his determination of defending to the I.n ex tremiry. , But the or:rations of 
the French were foon interrJlpted by the appe:Jr~nce , of a Brjtifh fquadron of twenty· two • 
fuips of the line, conduCted hy Arlmiral Hood, an officer ofapprov~d /kill and courage • . 
The coun t de Grnlfe, ... hofe naval force confified of. twenty-ni ne large fhips, immediate- . 

'ly q~itted his Ihtion to encounter his daring adverf.w. The aCtion waS por)ial and inde • . 
cHive; but, in the courfe of it, the En~lin, ~dmiral .. by a fudden change of difpofitiol1, . 
deceived his antagonifl, eluded his attack, and preffiog towards the ifla,nd, gained the, very 
anchouge in Balfete,re Ro~d that the .F:rencllllc;et had quitted. . ' 

Though the count de Gtacre could not refufe his .dmiration to the fuperior dex terity 
of his adverfary, he was by no me,ns difpoJ'ed to leave him in quiet polf.mon <?fhis ad
vantage. The nnt morni ng he att.dedl with hi. whole force, the Englifh fquadron 

• from van to rear; but thefe funained with a neady .lire the repeoted efforts of the French ; • 
and though the count, in the comfe of the evening, renewed the attempt, tbe damage 
which))i! fh ips had fullained compelled him reluCtantly to d./ill. 

, . 
• 

The marquis de Bouille watched, with extreme .nxiety, the. operations of the rival 
lI tets, on the ,eful t of which his own fate feemed In materially to depend; but, uud iC. 
ro ayed by the cheek which M, de G r.atre had experienced, he continued to prefs his .t
tacks wi th nddi tionol ardour. Brimfrone· HiIl was dofely invefied on every fide, and 
whil he confided the blockade of t hat important pofi to the marquis rlt Sain t Simon, 

• 
he hitnfclf marched, with four tboufand troops, to encounter 3 detachment that bad been 
landed from the Briti1h fi' ips. Althougb t-he number of the fe, amounting only to two , . 
thoufaud fOllr hundred men, was by no means formidable, yet their fitaat io~ rendered an 
attack imprudent ; and tbe marquis contented himfelf with a vigilant ohfervancc ofrhcir 
motions, WhiCh, debarring them -of aU hopes of either elFeCling 0 junCtion with, or af
fording fuccour t.) their countrymen, induced theln to reimbark : In the mean time, • 
every moment W3J all'lduoufly employed in the annoyance of tbe Englifh intrenched at 
Brimfione.Hill; the marquis de Bouillc! again refumed the command of the belieger.; 
and the incetrant lire of bis artillery reduced the works and building. to a heap of ruins. 
In this fitu.rion, the enen)y confented to furrender a place that was no longer tenable ; 
~nc1 the hum anity of 'the marquis gran ted the -fame f3vour.bl~ terms of capitulation as 

, llad been accorded to the garrifona and inhabitants of the other jflands whicb tbe French . , 
arm. had red uced. 

A • 
• 
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As foon ~s the T!.n~lilh ~dmir.1 Ins infonned of the f,lte of 5'int Clirinopher's, he 
determincd to ah~ndon ~ litUltioll which was no longer either ufefal or fecure; ~nd th.s 
refolution he exreuted with. feereey ~nd celerity th.t prevented all danger from the fu-

: perior force of the COUllt de Groffe. He c/ut hIs cobles during the night, .nd, failing 
from Boffeterre Ro.d, Iteered his courfe towards B~r~aJoe$, in the hopeof joining a Con
flder.ble fquadron ,h.t was hourly e>pe6\et! from England; while the COUllt de GrJlro 
and the Marquis do Bouille, after reducing the fmall in and of Montferrat, returned to 1 

Martinico. 

In that road one hundred .no hrty tr.nfports', with a I~rge quantity of ~rtillery, and 
a conlidorable body of 1,lj1d.force., h.d heen .lremhled for the purpofe of accompli/hing 
a rcheme which had (or in ohjeC\ the total e"tinaion of the Britilh power in the Wen. 
Indies. The Count de Graffe, whofe fleet .lre.dy ~mounted to thirty.li" f~i l of the 
line, wo. to ha.e been joi ned by a {!rong Spanin. fquad,on froOl the Hov.nn.h i and' 
the united force of the houfe of BOI"bon w •• to b.ve been direaed .gainft I.m<lie.,; ~hc 
mon 1I0uri/hing fetdemen t belonging to the Englilh in th.t qu~rter of the globe. 

In f>urruancc of this deGgn, the count quitte~ Fort Royal Boy, abou~ the beginnin,.; 
of April, to proceed to the ploee of his denination ; but he h.d fcarce loft Gght of the • 

' in~nd o( Martinico, pefore he defcricd the Britin. fteet, comm. nded by Adminl Rooney; 
aDd, by IJtc reit)forcements from Eur"p., encreafed to thirty-fix f .. 1 of the lin. He 

• immediately hoifted the lignal (or b.ttle, 'J1d fun.lneo. with gre.t intrepitlity, the attack 
of the enemy; bllt, intent on the grand ohjea of his COllrt, he Wifely .vailud himfelf of 
a (.wourlble wind, and bore .way tow~rds Guadoloupc. 

B~t fortune, which had hitherto fmiled on .11 the enterprize. o( Fronce, now deigned 
to can. propitiolls look on her .dve, fory, The Z 1\ • feventy. four gU ll {hip, h~d fuf. 
t.ined confider.ble damage in the late .aion; ~nd though the count de Gr.ff. Iud glined 
• confiderJblc n.n of admiral Rodney, h. w.s 1I0W reduced to the uopleaf.n r .ltern.tive 
of facrificing the Ill'ltered veffel, which was ullahle to keep pace with the 1I.'et, or ot 
hazarding the fuetefs of his tlCpedi\ioo by a fecond engagement. 

The road which ptOdeDee pointed nut was too pl.in to be min.ken,· hut. high, though, 
OD this occalion, a m!JIaken, fenfe of honour, ilnpclled him to rejea her di6\at<S, .nd he 
detcrmliled ratber to rilk the failure of the imporunt expedition witb w1>icb he W",' cn· 
trolled, th.n quietly to folfer the lofs of a lingle /hip: be, therefore, bore down to the 
luccour-of the Zele, .nd refcued her frolll fome Il,i,ps of -the enemy who wcre on the 
point of attacking her. The appro.eh of, night prevented • n immediate ~6\ion ~ but·in 
the morning of the twelfth of April the French admiral found that the EngliO, h~d 

• g~in.d the wind of him, and that be.lnull: flake the fortune of France on a d cilive 
ells·gemen!. 
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, 
Thebattlebegnn at feven in the}norning. andhlled, with unremitti ng fjlJ"Y, ti1l half pall: 

Ii" in the evening, when the fett ing fun put an end to t1", conttll. The FreQch fullain. 
cd a total defeat; the Ville de Paris of ~ne hundred and ten gunf, commanded by count 
de Gra(l". himfclf, the Glorieux, the HeClor, and the Ca:rJr of feventy-four. with tile 
Ardent of lixty, were compelled to llrike their colours to the BritillJ lIag: thcCzfar fooll 
after cau,ght fire and blew.up; while the J'narquis de V.udr"uil ~olleClcd part of the 
fcauercd fleer, and, with !linerecn f~ il of the line, elFeacd his clcapc to Martinico; the 
ron, lhaltereu and difper(ed, en eavoure.d to reach the neorell ports, and dude tbe purfuit 
of the viaors. The number of men !oll Oil th is occafion h;u never been .fcert.ined, as 
the political caution of France in cOllce:liing the .. 'tent of her difullers precl ude. th~ 
poffibil tty of invelligating lim'lar faa,. The (hips thJ! were taken had 011 board, at the , 
cllmon.ncement of the aClion, four thoufand feven hundred and fifty men, including, 
.ttOOps; and, by tbeiropture, the Englilh wele fo fortunate "5 to m~ke themfelve. m)f
ters of the battering cannon. travelling cnrri.ges. and train of artillery; which had been 
dellined for the reduClion ?f J amaiea. but which were now .levoted 10 the purj/ole of 
.nerealing the ,firength of that valuable feltl.ment. But as the aClion was fo defper te . , 
ami decilive, the French had rather r.ea{on to congrat~late themfdves on the efcape of 
fo many 1I1ip$: than to deplore Ule magnitude of their lofs, great as it undoubtedly was. 
As the filips in the rCJr d;vifiOlI of the Engl,!b, uncler admiral Rood, had I'ull.ioeil. 
comparitivdy, but litue damage in the aClion, it (eems p,obqole that, if they had been 
full.red t0i'u,!ue theJ1ying fqu~dron of.M. de Yaudreu,l, the viClory might ha.e heea 
much more complete. .Bur, in , naval ac!li; l1s, fo I.ueil depends UpOIl circumllances 
which none but profellional men 'are cotnpe,ent to appreeiat., that nil _conjeCture as to 
the conduCl of. commander jhould be ra/hly hazarded. 

, . 
• , 

It is cert~in that the.count de Gr.LTe endeavoured to ma'ke amends for his want ~f 
i'rudence in haz~rding an I ngagement, by a difplay of the mprl:' intrepid counge during 
the ~Clion; though woundc<l, he continued to defend his filip to the hll extremity, and, 
before he confeDted to ,Jirik< his.Bag, the Ville de Paris refembled a wreck, He was re-, 
cei cd on board the BarBeur with thofe marlr., of refp<d which the truly hr.ve nevor faU 

• to Ihew each.o other; .Iter rem.ining • .DlOrt tion< at J Jm.ic., he was conveye~ to E'lg
land, .nd w., tl,ere honoured by the conti.nt attention of the royal family; while the 
appJ~ofe of the .nultitude, who admired the perron.1 gallantry of olhe;, enemy, contr", 
buted to footh the painful rccollcdio.n of defeat. , 

, 

The mi.fortunes of France ended not with ... he twelflh of Apr~. T1,C Cato and the 
lafon, two men of war of lixty-four guns each, with the Ainlnble of thirty-two, and the 

oCere. of eighteen, were uk en by a fquadron unaer admiral Hood, detached fo late as the i 
lighlU' tII. ot April, from the ro.in Enghll' Beet. )l.or were the Fren~h mor; fortunate 
;n Europe. for, in lh~t mODth, the-Prg.re, of feventy-four tuns, .nd the AClionn;Uf~. of 

lixly. 
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filtty.four, which had failed (rom Brell for the Enn·jndies, with ten /hip. of their con. 
voy, were captured' by the Englilh off Ulhant • 

• 

The marquis de Vauareujl, ~fter the late defeat, fi,eered, with all the fhips he could col. 
lea, (Tom Cape Franfois to America; but not till he ha.1 detached monlieur Peroufe, in 
the Sceptre, of (eventy-four guos, with two large frigates, againfr the re'note polreaion • 

• of the EngliJh Hudeon's Say Company. As the marquis was unacquainted with the de-
fencelefs (hte of the feltlem~nts, he added three hundred fohlicrs, with fame mortars ~nd 

• • 
Cannon. for tbe. purpoft.of belieg,ing any pbee thaI' might offer re!ilboce. -. 

~ .~ ~ 

But the greate1f. and, indeed, the only dilllcillties which monfieur Perouee was der-
tined to encounter, wrre thofe \vhicll attended the n.vigation of ohCeure nraits nm. 
gulph •• among the fr.ozen reg ~ons of the north; and, for three weeks, frolO the moment 
that tbey paired the ilbnd. of Rerolution. which mark the en trance into Hudfon'a 

• 
{!railS, they were incdrantly expoCed to the mort immiue,udanger. NO"'Pithllauding the 
po\~er or the fun, in the month of July, the !IIip8, at one time, were fa fan locked up 

, in the ic.e, that the feamen walked frolll one to the otner\ and, even after they had ex. 
tricated ,themfelves, things appe.1Ted fO' hopelef., lbat monfieur Peroufe beg.n to entertain 
thoughts of fendIng bac:,k hi. own fhip, the Sceptre, with one of the frigate •• to the 
Wen-Indies, and of wintering himfel{, with the other frigate and a part of the troops, 
in the bay. So fevere a trial of his conJhncy was, however, prevcntedJ>.r the appear
ance of a fmall opening io the ice two d.),. "fterwards. Through th is th t lbips forced . 
their way with a pref. of fail, and foon after difcoverecl, to their 110 {mall 10y, the 
E"glifh colo.urs BY)l1g from a fort on the bankJ of Chllrcl il l river • . 

Some compenf:ition for tbe toiU .no .dangers of the voyage was a£rorded by the faci. 
lity, though not by the importance, "f the conque£r: the (arts of the Hudfon'. 1hj com
pany were wholly, unprovided with troops, nod their only gJrrifon con~lIed of .. motley 
crew of norekeepers. c1eak., and fcrvants, who furrendered 9n tlie firft appearance of an 
European enemy. Some feVi Couiht Ihelter in the deep and impenetrable woods; anti 
moofieur Peroufe hav ing, by thc denruaion 01 the forts an~ merchandize, completed 
the objea of his expe<li t ion, had yet t he humane precaution to preferve one of tr,e maga
'zin 5, in "bich he Ilepolited provilion., anns, and ammunitioLl. for tbe ufe and fublin
ence of the fugitives who had eluded his purfult, no.! who, during the long and app,on~u
ing wintc.r, could not have received allY rclieffrom England. 

While France rofe furerior to lhe pretrure of cnl.mity, and difplayed, in ev~ry qUJrter 
of the globe, tllnt "Clive fpiait which could not be reprelred by def •• t; that lef. ;10-
~tnoll'. but mewe patient, courn&.e of the Spaniards ~as ftill exercifed ;n the inceJrant 
liege of Gibralur. The duJ,e de CriIJon. after the reduaion or MinorcJ, w., entrulled 
'II'i th the conduEl of this more arduous enterprize, and the count d'hrtoi, and the dolce 

do 
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e~f~ -and luxury of Verfaillc9, nnd .repairedc to tlle Spa-

• 

'But they had fcarce mived be'fore tl{ey 'h~d the mOl tification of heholdin~' the princ;" 
p.l .dv,anced works ,?f the be6egers dellroyed. A heavy fire of carcalres, hot·/hot and 
,thdJs, from the batteries of the garrifoo, in the morning of the ei~hth of Ssptembe .. , 
.had the moll dread ful elfa.'t on th~, batteries and works of the Spaniards, many of which 
'fu1bined irrcp.:able damage. The enruing morn the Spaniards in vain endeavoured,to 
,etaliate the injuvy, hy playing, with onc hundred pi.ces of cannon a.;ld lil\ty !'Ilorlnrs. 
upon ' the garriCon,; but the impenetr.able,' rock derided tl)oir .lfo<ls; and rhe [,rc'mMure 
attempt was only prodllCl:i\:e of incoovenience to the alr.iI.uts. 

yet the court of ,Madrid, though <!lften b.mcd, ~ill ,perfevcred; :ma to cut 01F the 
garrifon ,0f'Gibraltar from all hapes of relict, th c'- m~in.d (leets of -France and .spain. 
confifHng of forty-four fbips of the line. were lireeled to block up the · harbour. This 
was but the prelude to a new wd dilferellt moue of attack, which had been ,planned by. 
the chevalier d':A.~on. ~ n officer of dilHnClion :" the fervice of France, ' and on wldeh 
the mon taoguine expcelations wer~ founded. Ten th ips of di£Ft~ent Ii",es. frolll fi" 
hund"red to fourteen hundred tons butlhen, wore converted into floatin!: batteries. They
were fccured by every art which the ingenuity of man could dcvife, and provided wiU\ 
every oft"enlivil"or defenfi vc material that exp;rience fuggeRed, or the wealth of Spaitl 
~ould fupply. The.r mafl} decks were furnifbed with one hundred and forty"two brafs • 
gnns. eacb of them carrying balls of tweol,y. lix peunds, for immed~~tc ufe, and Ceventy 
more, for the purpofe of repl.cing occa(,onal defi~ieocies. They were fupporfed bV It 

1uBirient numbe. of {d&ntes,; and three -hundred large boats were .Ifo colleCl:ed for tIle 
purp'Ofe of conveying the troops th.t were ready to avail th emfelves of the confuGon of 
the garrifol1. and the breaches which it w.a. ex peeled the foatin~ batteriea mun foon oc~ 
cafion But the defence of that impo)'tal1t CortreCs was .ntroned to an o.Bicer, whofe vi
gilance, courage, ;nd refolutiol1 were never excelled; and who united the fpirit and ac
-tivity of you til with the caution and experience of .... ge. 

" On thC1hirtfenth ofSepten1ber. the floating batteries being f'lIlly prep.red , ~nd the wind 
-{'1vour.hle. thole f.tal cngmes of ddhuCljon proceeded to talce their Rations oppofite the 
New and Old Moles. and the encamll.nem at Europa Point, wofe under the command of 
jDon MOll'np and the p.ince of N~tr,.u leading the vall: and, after fulhining a heavy fire 
from th. h.ltel1CS of the enemy. tlley fucceeded ill the attempt to moor themfelve. a~ I 

;the dilhnce of one hun<lrcd '111U forty toif.s from the rock. While t llefe bntteriesmain
-ta.oed a IIcavy and w<ll dire~e<1 tire, "pan the garriton, the §panifu lines and advanced 
bmcries.oll !hore fup,portcd them, witll a view of dividing the enclu]"s attentiun. 

, 
It 
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It was intended that feveral divilion. of gan and morUr boats {bould proceed, (0 as to 
Dank the garrifon along the front, and to direa their fire to fueh pallicular fJlolI a, 
'night feem proper, in order that the troops-efj~ci.lly tbofe cmployed on t he botteries- ' 
rnight receive all the .nnoyanct: poffible; but a meafure, fo drcnti.! to the fuceefs of the 
{cherne. could not poffibly he c.rried into execution, on account of the violence of the 
wind. and the confequcnt fwell of rhe fea. Other material ob/beles alfo oceul'nd to de
fc.t the- intemion offending filips to make a diverGon towards Europa Point. Hence all 
the enemy's hatteries, that were unexpofed to the fire of the Spaniards fronl the land. 
were employed, uninterruptedly. againll the lIoating batteries. into which fileH" round 
and grape filOt, and red-hot ualls w<tc incelI'antly poured. 

Though this dr~adful fire was returned without intcrmiffion. tbe contin ual difeharge 
()f hot balls kept up by the en~llly wa fuch. as-rendered all the prccalltion, taken in the 
conll:rndion of the lIoating batterics of no e/Fea; for tbe bl\lIs, by JQ&zing i tn.jt 
fides. nece{farily occafioned the fire to fJlread throughout the velrel. But, during the 
«lur, the lIames thus enl<indled, were fpccdily extinf;uilhed; os night. however, appro.ch- . 
.ed. and the fire of the Engli/b. by no means reJaxed. all the l,loating batteries, with the 
gun and mortar boalS. became ullmanageable ; and thofe commanded hy Don Moreno and • 
dle prince of NalI'au. began to burn with fuch violence a& l'eJ\d~red their prefervation 
impeffible. . , , 

The enemy'S lire having now no ol'poJ'ition, WaS .ttended , .. ith more f.,tal elreas, and 
.in a few hours all the /loating batteries were in flameS, while the gun-boau of the El1glifil 
~revented the Span iards from approaehjng to the affift~nce of their_countrymen: to 
",void the rapid progrefs of one defrruaive eJem.At, the miferable men were oompelled 
to confide themfelves to another; eart ~eriJh,ed by the fire; p.art were overwhelmed by 
the fea i and the fcanty remnant was only Caved by the Britiih fcamen. who ()ifplayeJ 
their humanity in riiking their own lives in the .ttem"!>' to preferve thofe of their ene
llliel. Every ol1e of tbe floating batteriea were defiroyed. • • • 

One refource ftil .emained ror the accomplilhmen\ of the objea wh ich the hliUre of 
Bourbon (cerned ~o have fo much at heart; and the befieger •• thos fotally rep~lfcd in 
~~ry alI'ault. nO'w rejb:ved to wait with patience the flow but certain e/Ji a. of 6mint. 
With ~ view to prevQnt the garrifon from receiving any fuppli.,. the comhined acct. 
were diredcd to ftreteh .crof. the bay, b~t even thi, c1ifpo(ition could not enfure fuccer" 
:I -,.iolent tempell th.t -arofe Jh~ttered their ihips, and drove on /hore the Triumphant. a 
Bpaniih mao of w-ar of fev.nty-four suna; and the Eugli/h Bcet of thirry (our {ail of 
the line. Wit "conful.rable convoy. ent~r(d the llraits. ill the monlh of OCtober, and 

- landed the troo(lS and ,rovilions for the relief of Gibraltar. On lheir return a pnrtial 
.lIDd indecilivc aaion top'k place off the ftr.iu mourh ; but the Engllh had al ready cr 
feC\cd the object o(their expedition; and {he French and Spaniih commanders judged 

K it 
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jt not prodent to prefs Qn engal(ement which, if ad.verCe, might be attended with tlie mo~ 
faul confequences, nnd, if fuecef,fu', could not tend to th~ immediate red~aion of the 
fortrefs . _ 

• 

The war, meanwhile, w.s maintained in the E.{\ with inert.fc 6f .relour,.and the coaae 
ofCorom.ndel were {\.ined with the blood of the contending powers . . From the Cape 
of Good Hope monfieur Sulfrein bad Ill'oceded,. with favouuble wind~, to the illand of 
lVIaur,tius, where he rdigned the command lo.his funerior olli~r, count d'Orves; and 

• the French fleet, encreafed by this junCtion ,to ten ihips of tl,e line, and one of fifty guns. 
belides fevera l large frigates. (ailed for the coalt of CoromandeJ', accompanied oy a numher 
of tranfports and ltol'elliips. with a confiderable body of land forces. On the voyage, the 
count d'Orv<s, whore zeal for the rOlvice had riCen fl1Jlerior to the in firmities of an im
p~ir.t1 conllitution, ex pi red, nnd the fole command of the Sect devolved on monfieur, Suf~ 
frein, whore lkill and courage eotitle him' to 3 plac~ among the moll difiinguilhcu naval 
commanders.o( the ag,e. 

, 

On his pa{fage lie feJl in with the Hannibal, a B'rilifh 'llnn of war of,6fty guns, w'hiiili, 
after a gallant but /Tuitlef. rdiltance, was compelled to (urrender, and (welled the uum-

- bcr of the French fqua~ron. wtth t h.is addition to his nrength he direCted his cou~fe 
~long the Coromandel coall, .nil entered Madras roads, in th~ hope of furpriziug, 
accordingto .the intelligence he had r~ceived, the Englifh admiral, Sir Edward Hughes, 
with only fix !tips of the line. The enfy deMofrion ohhis force he confidered himfelf. • 
capable of elFeCling; tile lofs of the numerous trading illips and t"nfports in the road 
mult have btlen the inevitable conlcquence of fuch a difafier; and while by 'that meanr 
tertor would have been fpread tbroug·h the town of Mauras, the FrCllch forces, jOined b1 
Hyder Ally's numetous army, would have carried on their attacks agaiufi it by Jand; and 
the viCtorious fquadron would have alI'ailed it by fea •. 

But this flattering illulion, which mon(lcur Suifrein li.d· fa fondly cherifhed, W<ll 

.rpced'ly difpelled. and his hopes of fil1ifhing the war ~ ooe decifive blow (oon v.nilbed,; 
for, to his uUerfurprize, he found that the Englilh fquadron had, fome:few dna before,. 
been joined by a J'einforcemeot from Europe. Admiral Hllgbes had, at the fame time, L 
been. appri'l.td of Ihe appro:rch of SufFrein; his crews had been ltreogthened by the .c
reffion of three hundred land forces from Madras' anrl the French commander now be-. . -
held, iultcad of the defencclefs fquadron he had hoped to furpri~e, uino Ibips of·the line •. 
dr3wn up in proper order, and ready to receive him • 

• 
Under thefe circumltances, monfieuf Suifrein /:ave up his intention of attacking the 

enemy, and flood out to fe., with the intention of difembarking tbe !anI! forces deltio." _ 
to fupport ' Hyder Ally. The Englilb, wbo penetrated' his deugn, immediately folloW'_ 
cd; in the coUlfe of the pllrfuit they took fix tranfpol'ts, ODC of which had three Iiun-

elred 



• 

• 

1782.J 
, 

LEWIS THE SIXTEENTH'. 
, 

75 
~red troops on board; and on the feventetnth of February, the two fleets came rulli. 
eienlly near each other to engage; the aClioo, however; was but partial, for the wind 
was fa favourable to the French th.t they were. en.bled to bring eight of their ben O,ip, 
to bear upon five 01 the enemy's, while ti,e rem,inlier of the EngiiOI f'juadroll were 
prevented (rom fb>ring in the "Clion. This un equal conOia was mainuilletl. with great 
.. folution, for fever.1 hou rs: night only p.rted the combatants; the Englinl admiral di· 
reCl.ed his courfe to rincomale. while monfieur Suifcein, anxious to [ecure the f(:trcat 
of hi, COIIVOY, Rood off to the n'orth·cail:. 

The French commander, having attained this important objell:, <?nce mo~ fet f.i1 in 
,karch of the enemy. Th .. latter, <Iutiog this interval. had been ceinforced from Europe, 
by two men of war of reventy-four gUlls each; but this (ormidable accellioo of llrength • 
did not alter the refotution of Sl1ifreill, who had Il:ill a fupcrlority in point of numben. 
00 the. twel fth of April he'attacked the Engli/h fleet with gre.t intrepi.dity; leading 
lhe anack himf.lfin the Heres of rev.nty-four gun" alldcontinuine; to enlloge tl ,o Eng. 
1,0, .dmi.,l, for a conf,dcnble time. wi'thin pillol !bot. The damages fu(bined by the 
Hero induced him to /hift his Bag into the Hannibal. a French fh ip of equal force, and, 
by his ruperior fire, he dil'.bled and drov~ out' of !l,e lin~ the Monmouth of filty.four 
i.uns. But though every ellort was made to bo.rd that Ill ip, /he was refcued by the m.f. 
terly 1113no:-\lVre, and courageous exertiom of the Engli/h i and the hollile fleets, after a 
~Ioody contell, in which they had difl>layed equal valou r, and fuifered cquallofs, fel'" 
mted as if lIy mmual con rent. They ket>t fight, however, of each other for feve~al d.ys 
iollowing. hut theic reciprocal dam.ges I"fponded on both fidel all idea of attack. The 
.Engl,Jh again retired to Trinc'1ll31e. and the french rquadron proceeded to Batac.lo, 
~ Dutch port in the illand of Ceylon, about twenty ieag".s to the fouthIV3rd of 

Trincamaic. 

I The 2T on ' . nd had raged with equal fury. In tile gener.1 dellruClion of the FrencL 
fettlcments, on the commencement of bol1ilities. a fmall band had lied for O,elter to the 

.cIominions of H)dtr AJly, ana Jvld ever fince, under the command of monfieur Lally, 
given vi~our to fhe opeutiom of that entM"prifing prince. They nolO, ;n eonjunClion 
with Tippoo aib. 'h~ fon ot Hyd<r) who inherifed tht tiering Ipirit 01 h" father, at· 
t_,eked, on the fixteenth of }'ebr u'fY, a BeitiO, detachment under Colonel Braithwaite, 
that had etlCllJ1\ped 00 tile banks of the Collcroen, for the )l('Oteaion of Tanjesre anol the 
.djJcw! provinces. his maU but fei~a corp', confillcd of two thouf.md ,·tteran in· 
fantry , w,th tlmtcen field pieces, and two hundred and fifty covalry. For two (ut cef. 
live days they r.pulfeQ" wilh undaunted refolution, the reiLerotcd atta k. ot Hyder's 
.cavalry. though Imoullting to the formidable number of twcnty thouf.' nd ; hut on the 
~hird they we!\: broken by Ibe charf,e of four hundred French, who .advallcetl with 
bayoue" Ii" •• and weee ltd on by monIieur Lally himfclf. The hum.nuy 01 that om. 
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aer wal no lefl confpicuoul than his courago; ho not only iITued rden for puttinS an 
imm ,liJ'C fl op to _the carnage, but 1 .. llened per[onally, and wIth .pparent hazlrd, to 
ch. Il ,re and rclluin the cruel fory of Ih,e black cavalry, five of whom periOled by hi. 
own hand in the generous exertion. He alfo prevailed on Tippoo Saih to commit the' 
prifancrs to his cure, and cnde\lVoured 14 footh their misfortunes by every mark c1f ten- ' 
dernefs and refpect: indeed, it cannot efcape obfervation, that, during th~ whole coulfe 
of this war, the Frencn and EngliJh did oot lefs vje with each other iii' acts of generou 
compaaion than in deeds of daring valuur.-Ala. I when will lhat time atri vc, at whicl 
tIle fpirit of emuhtion al\long kingdoms Ihall have rilllJ virtue for ir s ohjcct i 

Thc land forcel which monlicur 5·ufTr. in had bnded at Porto Novo, after his fjrfl en
gagement with the E nglilh lIeer, were JOIned by. body of native troops bel nging to 
Hyder Ally: and the combined ormy ilnmediately marched to the 6ege of Cudd.lo(e. 
The garrifon of that fortrefs, be ing too weak to relill lhe arms of tbe allies, opened their 
gaus to the victors, on the fixth of April __ and monutur Duchemin, the French com
mander, having fecured a poO: for the reception of fuceour ,an dvantage of which 
Franco was before d ftltute, pooceeded to more dillaot conqudls, He, aceordingl • ' n
vened Peemacoli to the northward. aD~, .fter the reduction of that place, elF.ct~d 

- junction with the main army of Hyder, and, in concert with that prince, meditated a~ 
attaclr. on V.ndiw.lb. 

The approacT, of the Englllh compelled tlletn to abandon that enterprize; and the , 
combined army, l!.rong in tbeir nU!nbe." poITcITed themC, Ivrs offuch advaDtageous pon., 
31 precluded tbe po/libility of attack. Bot the Britifh commander. general Coote, de
termined, if peaible, to bring them to action, had recourfe to a mana.uvre. w'hich effec
tually anfwered his purpofo, He marched with hi, whole force to Arnee. 3 firo"g for_ 
trefs, in which Hydt r 's principa l magazines were depolited; and that prince, anxious for 
the fafory of f. valuable a poITellion, relinqu ilhed hi. fituation on the Red Hill s, and 
marcbed to the rdief of the garrifon. Ever rapid in his motions. and concealing the 
march of hil infantry by his nomerous bodies of hotf .... he took the en my by furprize. 
on the ("cond of June; but tbe lkill of tbe EnSliO, commander, and tbe brave, y of hi. 
troops were fuctefsfully uerted for the rellor:ition of order; the attack was returnecl 
with fpiri t and e/fi ct ; and the allie. were driven from the field with conlider.ble O.ugh
ter. But the native troops, cbieBy compofed of cavalry, ealily eluded the purfoit of the 
victors ; and monfieur Duchemin ft.d cautioully avo(ded expoling the French, tiU tbe ar
rival of thI: marquis de BuITy, with a flrong reinforcement, an event that was daily ex.
peCted, might en~ble them to act with efficacy. 

- o 
III confequence of this phn, he retired to Cuddalore, which he Ilrengthened by addi-

tional work" and reudered fI cure frolll any fuddtn infult. tbe indifpofition of general 

C .. 
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* Coote, Gbout the fame time, joined to a want of provifions, compcl/eJ him to q o it the 
- fie ld; [0 th.t no event of any confiderabl importance tuck place in the Camatic, ~uring 

the remainder of the year, 

Bu lough the armies of either po'ver were thos compelled to ab(bin frotn honilitie., 
the rival fquadron. of France", d England Gill continued th eir bloody ~tt3Cks_ ~Mon. 
fieur ufficin had returned from Baut.lo to the co.ft of Coroman~l ; and, having re
frdhcd his Beet at tl.e Danilh fettlemenr of Tranquebar, he proceeded from thence to 
Cuddalore, which the French had r~ndeled their chief place .t arms, both for th e land 
and fea f~ry - _ It was his objeCl to attack the Ellglilh lI ect, before the arrival of a re
inforcement, which he knew had failed from Engl~ncl, and was im,"tiently expeacd at 
Madras. He was furnilhcd at Cuddalore with four hu~c1red French, and as many fea
pOJs ; and to thefe w re added three hundred artillery-men, who wcre of the molt elrentid 
fervice to him. 

Thus firengthened, he appeared 01F Ne~apatnam, ,.,here the Englilh Beet lay at anchaft 
IIno Admir I Hughes no foon r defclreu hi. rival, than he refigHed the fecurity of hi ' fta. 
tion to meet him. In this aClio n, fou ght on the fix th of April, the number of lhips 011 
~ach fide W AS the fame as in the lall engagelllent ; the fame 1kiJl aoil courage were dif
played; the French lIeet, however, fuffer.d t he grearell damage, retired lirn from aaion. 

_and would, probably, have funained a total defeat, had not a favourable lh ift of win4 

refeutd them from impending danger. lOhe caplllin of e Se? re, of flxty.four guns. 
c,'cn nruck hi. colours, but bavi ng by tl t means efcapcd the deftruaive lire of the. 
Sultan, an Englilh !hip of feventy-four guns, to which he firuck, be renewed the en
gagement without hoining hi. colours, and retired for lafdy, into the midll of hi s 01V1l 

Beet. The French commander retreated to Cud lalore, while admiral Hughes, havin!; 
kept the fea about ,a fortnight longer, proceeded to Madr.3. 

Monueur de SulFrein exerted hi. ufual induftry in relitting hi. lijuadron ; and having 
Teceived advice from the Sieur "'Aymar, that he wnarrived at Point .Ic Galle., IVhicl\ 

• 
lies on the routh fide 01 the ilbnd of Cey lon, in his OWII filip. th. Saint Michul of 
fixty.four gunl, a 'Ilpanied by the lIlunrc of fevcnty.four; and the fecond divu.on 0 
the marquis de Burry's troops, the f ' rench adoniral imonedi,t Iy r .. led from Cuddnlore. 

""d having joined this fquadron, proceeded with hi. whol force to the attack of Trinca

JlWe, wbcre he 4rrived toward. the clld of ~\Jgu(t. 

Having braved the lire Of the Englilh batteries, he ancho red his Beob in tfie 100ft .d
"Tontlgeous Ilation for the annoyance of the garrifon ; the bnding of the troops, under , 
the conduCl of ,the baron d'Agoult, wa. eifeCled the ,,<xt day, an.! the pl~ce \v ... mone-
<liatdy in.ened_ After two d,ys, employed in the crcaion Orballerie., thofe on the 

Jeft-were opened early in the morning. and (0!ln g.illed fuch a dccifive fuperiority. thH 
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I the Eng'i Ih 1:3nnOn were lilenced before night. On the following d,y, monfi'eur Suf
frein, encouraged by this fuccefs, [ummoned the g.rrifon to furrenuer; .,d the Britilb 
commandant, convinced of the inutility ,of far ther refinance, con fen ted to capitulate. 

• 

The moO f.vour,Me condirions were fubfcrihed by the Frenck oomlllandert. Tbe 
honou rs of waf wer~ granted in the full eft exttnt : the garrifon w,s to be immediatelf 
conv-.yed to Mauro., in /h ips provided,t the upence 01 france; the Dutch inhabit3nu, 
:IS well .s the garrifon, were to be feeored in their private property; and all the rights ,nd 
privileges of the former were, to be preferved inviobt .. 

• 
M onlieur de Suffitin had fcaree taken th e necdhry mcafur.s for fecuring his neW' 

acquintion, when the Englilh fleet app~ared off Trinc.mole. , Adm iral Hughes h.d 
been 1.:e1y joined by a Ch ip of feventy- four guns; but frill the ad.y.n:age was on the 
fide of the F, ench, and they were {uperior to their , dverfari.s by One Ol ip of the line, 
and two of fifty guns. "In the hope of en.abli~ling the domini ~ 1I of France, on t he 
Eallern Oce.lI , by a decifive viCtory, monfieur de Sulfrei;, frood out to fea, ,nd, aboot 
three o'c1od:. in the .fternoon of the third of September, the ,Ction bee. me gener~. 
Monfieur de Suffiein himfdf in the Heros again encountered admiral Hughes in the 
Superh., and the t i •• 1 comm.nders maintained a c10fe and blood y confliCt rill the e\'enin~ 
was far ad.anced. tioon after fix o'clock the French admiral's Ill.in and mizen malls 
were Olot away .by the board, and nn, bour after he relinquifhcd the ~ontdt Un
der CBver of the night he retirfl to Trinealll''';, whence he ft nt fIX of his captains, 
whom he nceufed of forfaking him in the hour ofdong.r, under arrell: to the iOand of 
M auri tius. T.he approach of thofe hnrricanes which, at a certain feafon of the year, fweep, • with denruCtive rng •• the eoafts of Coromalldel, compelled thQ hollil!! fquadrons to con. 
{"It dlcir mutual fa 'ety ; and while the French fought Ill elter.t Achem, a port belol1gin~ 
to the iOand of Sumaira, the EngliCh retired to the harbour of Bombay. 

While tlle forces of France were thus occupied in the .. n, the attention of her mini
fltr at horTIe was direCted to the commotions which ,agitated the republic of Geoeva. 
By tho general c,,,,lHtution of Geneva, the fovereign pOlYer of the ft ate was invtlled in 
the general council, which confifted of all the eitiuns and 6urg;g,s 6 a/ferub!cd together; 

, but 

6 The atcl)lbcTI or this repUblic :lro djvided into (our claft"c l-Tbe lnhabiunts, BUflcll"et,Native&, and Citizens. 
(Jiuler the denomination of Jltha"it~'111 is comprChelltltJ:lit ftt:lngcrt, \\ho e1bbtith lhei r rtfide.nco witl\in the 
hOOD\1I of the ..Repubijc, either (or a limited time or for life. Thefe h.:wc no fharc in the 1~s:in3ture, flor can t.hey 
bol,1 any of the offices of the mng,ftr:lcy. Upon their Arrivil th ey LIe brc their QUeglance, and rCUI vo proteaioQ.. 
and detef.lcc. 

The c~arat\:e~ of ,BII'r~fl is d.eemeJ nlOfC honourable and lun.nt;\&co\\S ttlln fh!tt of lnA.hif.:U. It confers pll'ti. 
C'Illart pl'lvlle&cs III the plO(COUU"u of trade :lIld commercc, or which tho I:ntcr are dcprivefl. It is a ran~, bv.v
.vor, tb.a11m1 be 4iUt{ulred, either bI d1nt of favour, or tbrouc;b. the medium of money. A. 1lranger, fcutil'll ~t 

Gencv., 
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but, by degrees( the ~cquilitiol) of wealth, that never-fail ing fource of oppreffian. en
abled the magilhates and fenate to extend their own' power. by an unconfiitutiooal io. 
£ringement on the ptivileges of the people. T~efe encroachments occaGoncd frequent 
corrlplaints. th e negleCl of which, of courfe. gave rife to ferious difconteots. The fen ate 
occalionaJly impofcd ta .. s without the confent ~f the gener~1 council; aod the [everity 

~ exerted by the mJgiJ1r~tes and fenate agai.llfi thofe who cenfured and oppofed their at
tempts to c:xtend the bounds of their ~uthority, h.d gre.tly c"n tributed to enc;tea[e the 
number of Inalcontents. To prevent a continuance of thore difputes, which naturally 
refuhed from fuch a fiate of thing'S, the democratical party TO ired the efiablilblnent of 
a regular co<le of laws, whicb thould be for the rule .. the fou ndation of their authority. 
anti for the people the known lbndard of lhei r obedience. But at the moment when the 
relloration of tranqu illity w.s.about to be elteCled, and mlltuQI confidence on the point 
of being fettled on th is finn b.li, of public order and COmnlOn fccurity, the falutatr 
projea woo defeated by the intrigue of the arillocntic porty. Tile mag!llrntes b3d not 
only recourfe to the mon unjunifiable pnaic., for maintaining the autholity t ley had 
,ufurped, and to lhe monex,ggerated reprefcntat ion.ofthe Oppofllion they had experienced 
from their fellow c;tizens ; but, rathet tlun luffer aay abridgment of thaI authority, tl\~ 
courted and obtained the interferel1cc of foreigr1l'owers. O f thefe the molt conlidcubl" 
was the king" of FrlUlce, who, as proteClor of the Repuhlic, concerted with the king of 
Sardi nia, and the Swifs cantolls of Zurich and Bernt , the meant 9f reGoring peate to 
G eneva, After mnny "nfuccef,ful efforts~ they, at length, formed 3 code. which lodged 
the [upreme pOlyer in the ma&illrates; ""d, to give wci,ght to thei r \Deaiation,.n army 
of twelve thoufancl. men, belol'ging to Ihe king of Fr.nce, the king of Sarninia, and the 
Swifs C'OIQtons, encamped under the \V.Us of tbe city. The leaders of the democratic 
party were unable to contend with their rivals, thus formidobly fUPPorlcd ; the gotes 'of 
the city were opened to the combin d forces, and the I' rctenliQns of the fyn~i cs were ef. 
tabliRled by the count tie Juncourt. the count de Marmora, and meffieur. Stci!;,)ier and 
Valtcvalle, tbe mini ners plcnipotcnt.i:lJ'y' o( the mediating powers. A general omnofiy 

• 
Ccne\'~, :md wilhing to carry on his: tt.a\le oxempt from ,'cAriaions, may. Ort paym'nt of a certain film. be aelmit· 
ted into the B(nl1,-l{t" Tho titlo of Burge!! may al(o be conferred, in an honorllry wly , even on (orei&ncJ'l and 
non.re6dcnu; but no Duree{, can bold any office in the magiO:racr, though he l~', a voj~ in the goocn1 100embJy 
of the peoplo. • 

T.hc Natif.Ho deriVC$ his nppell:ttion (rom lh. circum!lancc of being born in tho pbcr ; but tbough tbl. Ihould 
tertainly ent·ida him t() thc'poff'cffion of particl.\lar Jlr.ivileges, ho has no pOlitical powor or capacity what(o.vcr;o 
tUo nato; be i;, in faa, a 1\l"anger in the midft of tbat country in which,.ho wa. born and cdoc:ated~ 

To be a Ci';~ it' is ne~eff'3ry n Ot only to be born in the republic, but aJ(o to be the (on of a Cjli%lll or B'''IP, OJ) 

01 a N."iw, '\Vb rc ratber and grandf.1tber have had the fame charaatr. For it i, not tho rOD, but the anndfon or 
:l NIlJt'W, whO has the privilege or Ctti&m by birth. Tho number 01 tbi. cla(s was, in the yoar J 78:, eJtimared :At 

.I'b ..... bUnlrctl. The ciuze •• eoj.". the privll",. of bolilio! public oJlicn, .o~ of formiD, part of Ihe 1b,liIa. 
Quo. 

• 

• 
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wa., at the {~me lime, pl\hlilhed, out of, which only llineteell per (OilS Ivere excepted: 
two of thefe were deprivc<l of their employments; feven were condemned to perpetual 
exile; alld the reft were banHhed for to\,_ye3rs; bur the fpiri u of the inhabitants were 
Jevercly.,-epreired-by thefe new regulations; and a great numb<;r of tb.m ratht:r thor~ to 
. quit for e~er their native cOU.ntry, tbun to {ubmit to thole io./litUlJons which they con-

iiotred as 3 violJ!llt infringement Df their privileges, and as a Jbgrnnt illvauon of their 

liberties. , -
During the admininrati,m of monlieur Fleury, who, on the difmillioll or M. Neckar, 

had fucceeded to the office of comptroller.general of the finances, many of the reforms 
whi.h the latter IlJd carried into executioll w.ere fuperfeded, and fome of the abllfu 
which he had denroyed were unhappily reltored. The publication of variouscdiCls and 
iml'o/ts; ncee/rary but onerous, inereafed the re!l"et of the people for the lo(s of the hte 
millifte<, who had wifely adopted the beft of all maxim! of l1oancc, that economy il th~ 
fureft fource of abundance: 

To multiply the refources of the government, without cncreaong the burthens of the 
public, the ininiften cmtoavQurcd to killene, throughout the capital, and ill the different 

• provillees, a fl~me of cntbulialin, which, if produClive of no foJid advantage, might yet 
il~zzle tlle eyea of the mult itude, and awe ·tbe enemies of France. The defeat o(th 

. count de Gralfc bad impreircd the kingdom with general grief and confternatlon; alld~ in 
order to repair file lofs ""llich the national maritie had {)lllained, feveral {!atel and wealthy 
communities were prevailed up"n to difplay their zoal in the conftruCtion and equipment 
of Jl1ip. of war, acco/diug to tbeir refpeClive qrengtll and aJBl,lence. 

The c1trgy were more p.1rticularly dillinguilhed hy their liberality, difpJayed . ill a 
/lIanner bighlycoJl filtent with their facred proteffion . They 110t only granted tothepi. 
geocies of the Jbt~ a free gjft of Jiflm~mil/'ons of livrel, but: at the fame-time, requelled 
th';r fovefeign to accept an additional million, to be inviolably applied to the c:omfolt and 
inaintonance o£ thofe feaolen who bad been woul:'ded in the courfe of the W'I, and \0 the 

• 
fupport of the w,idows and orphans of fuch as hadJ.llen, gallantly ligh ting in the d.fence 
of the nanlglory 01 Prance. 

;.. D. 1783') Yet thefe .cootrjbutions, though they relleded the highelt honour on, 
tile do~ors, could afford but a partial and fcanty fupply , while the imcuenfe prepa
,.atioos of France called for the moft folid and .clfeCtual~ fupport. 111 conjonClion witla 
his allies, LelVi~ 'Vas determined this year, to make tile moft powerful efforts, tor the 
purpoft of prollloti'1g a fpeedy termination of the war. The combined Beets of tho 
!Joufe of Dourboll, though unable to atchieve any enterprize of import.uce, (lill rn;Iin. 

in 9 their fuperiority. in EuroJle. over the Engliih. The marquis de Butry, witb 

three 
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three fhips of the Jinc, three thouf.nd troops, and a coAfider.able train of artillery, (up
ported the hopes of FUllce in the E Jft, and already afpired to the conqu ft of the Ellg
nih polk:ffions on the .coaft of Coromandel. Nine nlil'S of the line, and thirty tranf. 
port., ill which was embJrked " fdeCl corps of feven t1loM, nd five hundred 1,,1.I,.rs, 
fa iled Crom B,en to Am.",,,, ul><Ier the condua of IhOlllicuc de ViJli$, to rei,rrorce Ihe 
marqu is de Vaudreuil, allli to complete thc cxpullion 01 the Englilh from th.~conti"ellt. 
while thc S tJtes· General of Holl.md "greed to Cupply at their own expen<:e tcn /h ips of 
the I'ne, which were' to Cail to Il refl. and to 3Cl in COil ert -with the (quadrans of F.ance. 
The countd'Elhing was appoinl~d to tit fupremecomlnand ,ol the combined a.ets. 

, 
Such were the preparatio,," for th~e enfuing campaign, OIl which the miniftcn of 

France founded the moft r.nguine expeaations 01 fuecer, i but, fortunately. th';r p,o
j~as of amhition were fruftrated hy the p.cific d,fpof,tioo of their fovcreign, who pre
ferred to the oggrandifement of his crnwn ~hc e.fe onel "'"pinefs 0 his ful~eas. A 
change- in the adminiftration of England h.d dfeClod .n alteration in tho fmliments and 
proceedings of the Britifu counCIl, and all .dea of farther oppoution to the <:I.,ima of 
Americ. were difclaioned by the Il'CW minillere. The emancipuion of the Americans 

. from the domination of Gre:tt Bmain had hee;> the grand objeCl of France; lbe clereat i 
.the W1:O:,Indies, and the repulfe at Gibraltar, were /lill imprdTed on the mind of Lewi,; 
and though his vaft armaments, and the re(ources of his allies, prefented the {.ircft pro
{pea offuceef, in Ih. enfuing campaign, they were Ilill infufficient to pcrfuaJe him to 
cOlltinue the war; when the grand ohjeCl of it was already obtained,. and when peace 

• ,ould be. procured on terms ),ollol1rabl~ to himfeJf, and lldv.ntageo u, to his kingdom • . 
Induced by thefe conuelerations, he lillened to tile proff-red and powe rful mediation of 

the two Iii ft potentates in Europe. the emperor of Germa ny, and the conplefs of Rulli.; 
~nd the count de Vergennes, who /till prelided over the department of tor.ign alf. in, 
\vos appointed to treat with Mr. Fit2.Ioerbert, the Engti/h mrn iller at Hru/TcJs, h", '. 100 
h.u lately proceeded toP.ris. to conduCt this important negociation. The way nt al
ready rmoothed (or the rellor. tion of public tranq~ illity hy provifional arti~les , Ggned, 
at the concl.lion 0 the lall year, ~ctween Great Britain and the State, of America •• n~ 
which were to cOI .llitule a treaty of pcace finall y to be cOllcludcd, when thaI b:tlveeu 

irJnce.;md Great Brouin lOOK pl4ee. 

By theCe articles the freedom, fovereig1)ty, anti innependence of the Thirteen United 
States ".'e. individually, hy name, ,ml in "t!.e lu llch .nd moll el"r.r. lernlS, ac~now
ledged, .nd all cla;,Ol' to ,lIt il governlllen, and territorial rights were for ever Id,l1qU,(h
ed by Ir,~ cr"wn 01 Grtat Britain. S, vcrJI lines wcre dlOWIl fOI the !,u'pofe of pre
venting all tIJt"'c difputes about 'bound ries; an~, on rhe (eJ cOJft.-as the Hrilllh 
fp rce were t<> be .. irlodrilwn from all the terrltorie. of the Un itc" StJtt,-lV.w York, 
LOIIP IO.nd Staten Uland and Chicles lowo, with all their dcpend,ncie5, were g,ven . ' , . 

L ~ 


