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LEWIS THE SIXTEENTH:

2

A:D. 1974.] SUCH was the joy difplayed by the pcople on the death of their-
1ate monarch, that they unanimoufly hailed his fucceflor by the flattering ap -ﬁauon oft
Lew:s the Defired; but the youthful king—then only in his twentieth year ﬁly%;
je€ted a diftinétion that caft fo fevere a refle€tion on his predecefior,. v

The contagious diftemper which had put a period *to the exiflence of Lewis the Fifs®
teenth, was foon communicated to his three daughters, the princefles-Adelaide, Sophi:

i+
Vi&oire, whofe tendernefs and affeétion fora father had, during his illnefs, ﬁrm& i
hr fears of that dreadful diforder. As ﬁwﬁcal writers had propagated tlﬂtopl- '
nion, that the fame caufes which produce that diforder in an individual, may, probably,

operatc, at the fame time, upon others of the fameblood and famil y»at whatcvcnqhﬂmce, |
and without any-diret communication of the infeGtion, the nation now tremhdfoc
the fafety of the king and his brothers ; and it was deemed by many no improbable event, .

tha ghowhole royal family might have been carried off b; that W » whl%b h:ulyng

A i R
s, however, recovercd from:the naty diforder, ar 1“ ;' 1
the prefervation of the reft o -lr Che king, b hia the
A 'p_%c émlntcfs "Arto:s, wife to .thc ymm em i "“Y#ﬁ h d
B tmc, nnd paffed throu r m;h the grcareﬂ *h mm -:.; n _
&&lfvﬁcu' ; m ﬁﬂwm hqdh: ? 2 ﬁ,_ﬁ.,-;v-*
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o
difeovery, and to extend the prallice from the court, w'llerentlmmedmdy Wﬁy&m-
«abley throughout the provinces of France. \ ;
“No l'ooner was the health of Lcwh conﬁrtncd. thm he feduloufly tpilied h’imfclf to
~sconciliate the affeftions of his people. For this purpofe he prudently refolved to repeal
~the moft obnoxiows meafares of the late reign, and to remove thofe p&fomﬁmfh
“ mu:gement of public a&'mn, whofe miflakes or misfortunes had rendered them M"

a : 'gbte to the nation. ! 8 .. '?
One of the moft popular meafures that was adopted, was the recal of the count do
Maurepas to court, whence he had been banifhed three-and-twenty years, This aqbla-
aman had formerly been miniffer for the mari ne depmmmt, a ftation | iﬂ;whlgh hwq
- cemiinently ualified, and was, in all refpeds, -conﬁdmd asa man of great abilities. Itis
 faid, that, in fome papers which the dauphin, father to Lewis the Sixteenth, leﬁ tﬂl‘uad
him for the ufe of his fon, and which was only to be delivered on his ncceﬁbn :p-thc
throne, M. de Maurcpkmw; recommended, as being poflcfed of fuperior
lents for prefiding in his council. Upon his rcturn to court, he declined refamin
fuperintendency of the marine, but acgepted a feat in the privy-council; and mfqu,
_ without any particular title, to be the. mover of all public affairs. s L EA

. Scveral ladies of hlgh quality, who, from their ﬁ“.h lﬁd Kies to the];ugﬁ' 2
“had long bafked in the fmiles of the court, were now haniibaq,fmm thence ; while others
< awho had obferved a different ling of condud were recalled, and honoured with Pﬂ’tmﬁ_ P o
marks of royal favour. Matters, trivial in W@B, are ufefully attend d\
~ princes when they mtrnbute,imiﬁy%ﬁ;ém thhe good: will and love of theinpen
~ ple. Small confiderations create m iqnd gmttqde ma Mm 'I"hg eE
~ monarch, in pafling throogh - Paris on his v g e
~ mumbers of people, who rended the air wi
< King 1" Stricken with thefe unfought tef
* out of the conch, and repeatedly exclaimed,
| bethe eincipal mummm o
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b of the parliament of Rouven ; the count de Vergennes, who had#illed
on the' poﬁ of ambaffador at the courts of Conftantinople and Stockholar,
prefide over the foreign department; and the count, afteywards marefchal,
d fecretary of war.

Wwa xcited by the removal of thefle unpopular minifters, to whom were
deltru@ion of the parliaments, and all the other obnoxious meafures
i, may be more éafily conceived than expreffed. Norwere the hopes lefs
ghae were formed with regard to the foture management of public affairs.  The
‘of theduke d’Aiguillon had filled the partifans of the duke de Choifeul with
% ; they were fanguine in their expectations that he would again be en-
Fovernment of the nation ; while thofe who wifhed for a continuance of
N y were jealousof his power, were equally apprehenfive of thatevent. But
ther the hopes-of the former nor the fears of the latter were realized; he was, indeed,
- lled to court, and honoured with the fmiles of his fovereign ; but the favour he en~ -
- joyed was only extended to him as a private perfon, and he was carefully excluded from
tmpaucm in matters of flate.

all
e popularity of the king was encreafed by thespublication of an edi&, in wﬁiph he
to pay unrem:ttmg attennon to the ‘management of tﬁc finances ; to reftore the

'c compenfatlon to fuch as had fuffered by that injurious rncafure At the fl.nc

inke, various fchemes of econoiny were adoP:ed and though thefe were more pleasing

1 ﬂ'mr appearance than beneficial in theif effels, the people received with tranfport

- phns which promifed fome future attention to their happinefs, and, at leaft, difplayed a

dgfire of releafing them from their burdens.  “F'he Price of bread, which had rifen to an

sceflive height, was reduced by the prudent management of the new minifiers ; and thofe

#ho, in the confufion of the laft-reign, had treafured up the corn in their granaries, and
hereby mﬁoad an artificial fm-cnty, were now prev:uled upon to bring it to wmarket.

5 2 hefa amnttom were nwmled by the 1pplnufc of the nat:on, and oaly one ,ermm.
Ihnc. appenred now to be wanting i order to complete the general )o,.i "This was the
u&emim, of &hg ;ncmnt; parliaments. The meafures hitherto purfued feemed to en-
he e xpel v that- it would fpeedily take place ; and equally raifed the hopes

mented thy w:’m of the people.  As the changoof minifters did not imme-

yd uc N_ﬂle defired c&'e&q, awl ‘the conduét of the court bccang more ambiguous,

hof ¥ '_ thieir minds encreafed, until fears and difcontents feemed, at length, to

. _t‘I'gjhu ftate of affairs, a folemnity approached, ‘which afforded the duke

! umt .qf fignalizing that zeal for the ancient conflitution, and the

M.iwhld :d;f[da’ed upn ﬁrm'.r occaﬁom.
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It was neceflary that the parliament, the prmecs of the blood, the greatoﬁcert of fate,
together with thofe of fome particular departments, fhould attend the celebration of the
folemn funeral fervice for the late king, which was performed, on the twenty-fe!enth of
July, in the church of the royal abbey of Saint Denis, where the religious fervice is in=
termixed or attended with feyeral public ccremonials, relative to the demife of the late,
and the acknowledgment of the reigning monarch—matters, which, like many others,
derive their impostance from antiquity and forms. But the doke of Orleans, upon this
accafion, refufed to attend, or to afl, in any manner, in conjunétion withthe new parlia-
ment; and, in a letter to the king, he fpecified the motives of his refufal, and entered
into a juftification of his conduct. \

Lewis, difgufted with this unexpeéted oppofition, and uncertain what effe it might
produce wpon the other princes of the blood, banifhed the duke of Orleans, and his fon,
the duke of Chartres, from court. The other princes, in.general, attended the ceremo-
nial; the prince of Condg, having found a falyo for his fcruples, by a.diftin&ion, ihat he
did not act in confequence of his. title or birth, but, officially, as grand mafter pf the
king's houfhold. The placcof the duke of Orleans.was fupplied by the duke of Bouzs
bon, who went through thofe parts of the cercmonial which were allotted tntlf. firflt
prince of the blood, ¢

This incident encreafed the.general difcontent; and the King, when he next rep ired
to the metropolis, inftead of meeting with the vfual marks of applaufe, was receiv
the inhabitants in awful filence ; deje¢tion was {trongly marked on every countena
and the youthful monarch, deeply affefted by this fudden chaoge, determined o com lj‘
with the withes of his fubje&ts, s '

Preparations were immediately made to fatisfy the.people ; the duke of Orleans
recalled to court, and again invited to attend the royal councils; the lettres-de cache
iffued agamft the members of the apecient parliament, were reveked ; and guards we
~ polied to fecure the cbnoxious perfons.who compofed the prefent,. from the rage of the.
populace, The twelfth of November was the day appointed for the formal re-eltablith
ment of the old .parliament. The king’s entry ito the -capital, accompanied by hi,

youthful confort, his brothers, and the princes of:the blood, with ‘the appearance of. the
lm: exiled members, now proceeding to their reftoration, with all the magnificence they
were capableof .exhibiting, and the fireets lined with guards, and filled with innumerabie -
crowds, ! who loaded the houfes even. to their- roofs, conveyed all the (plendour of a tri~
umph, and excited more joy than the greateft viCory. Lewis, on this ,happy qliy,, mgla 3
Jed the mofk illuftrious and'moit papular of his predeceflors..

Bat though. prudence and inclination had concurred in Mmtheeﬁag ncom;li f
the winds of his people by the recal of the parliament, he was cqually averfe ’ml s
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predeceffor from admitting any extenfion of authority that might tend to circumfcribe
the plenitade of his own power. The {peech, which he delivered upon this occafion in
the bed of juftice, was fufficiently explanatory of his intentions. Heohferyed that the
ftep which he had taken might ferve as a proof of his regard for his people, whofe tran-
quility and happinefs required the prefervation of the royal authority, excmpt from di-
minution or reftraint ; and he hoped, from the attachment and zeal of the prelent alfem-
bly, an example of fubmiffion to the reft of his fubjefs. Their repeated refiltance to
the commands.of his grandfather, had compelled that monarch to have recourfe to exer-
tions of feverity in order to maintain his own authority, and to fulfil the obligations he
lay under of rendering juftice to his fubje€ts: that he had now recalled them, in the ex-
peétation that they would confine themfelves to the exercife of thofe functions which
they were appointed to difcharge, and which they ought never to have forlaken ; and he
exprefled his defire that they would place a juft value on his favours, and never forget

their extent.

. He proceeded to declare, that it was his will that all paft grievances thould be confign=
ed to oblivion ; and that he fhould behold, with extreme difapprobation, whatever might
tend to create divifions, or difturb the good order artd tranquility which he wifhed to fee
preferved in his parliament; he recommended to the magiftrates to limit their attention
ta the faithful difcharge of their refpective duties, and to co-operate with his wifhes,
which were directed to promote the welfare and happinefs of his fubjeéts; and he conclud-
ed by informing them that his chancellor would read his ordinance to the aflembly, from
which they might be aflured he would not { affer the fmalleft deviation to be;made.

‘This ordinance, which may be confidered as a code of difci pline for the condut and
government of the parliament, was immediately regiftered by the king’s command, It
contained about fixty articles, limited the power and pretenfions of that body within
very narrow bounds. The members were forbidden to tranfmit any remonilrance or
arrét, concerning fuch affairs as might be tranfmitted to their confideration, to any other
parliaments, except in the cafes fpecified by the ordinance : they were enjoined never to
relinquifh the adminiftration of publiejuftice, except in cafes of abfolate neceffity, for
which the firft prefident was to be refponfible to the king; refignations, in confequence
of premeditated plans, were declared to incur the penalty of forfeiture, and the guilt of
petty treafon ; and the grand council, it was added, might replace the parliament, with-
owt sy new edict for the purpofe.

~ They were ill, however, permitted to enjoy the right of remonftrating, previous to
the regifiration of any edi& or letters-patent, which they might conceive injurious to
the welfare of the people, provided they preferved, in their reprefentations, the refpet
dﬂetoﬂi‘aﬁmg, But the repetition of thefe remonftrances were forbidden ; and the par-
mt’ ifib"f@?w; ineffeCtual, were to regifter the areét to which they had objc&cd"
e ' i " withia

-
)



» . '  REIGN oF [1774.

within a month, at fartheft, from the fitk day of its publieation. They were firily pro~
hibited from iffuing any arrét that might tend to excite trouble, or, in any maunner, retard
the execution of the king’s ordinances; and they were aflured, \by the king himfelf, at
the conclufion of this code, that ds long as they adhered to the bounds preferibed, and
made no attempt to extend their power, they might depend apon his protetion and coun~

tcnance.

Thus by a fortunate cdmbination of circumftances was Lewis the Sixteenth enabled,
at the commencementof his reign, not only to fhake off the odium which had been in-
curred by the violent meafures of his grandfather, but to convert it into a fource of' po=«
pularity for himfelf; and at the fame time, without deftroying the'name of parliaments,
todefine the bounds of their authority, which had hitherto been indefinite, Had the
magiftrates conceived this limitation of their power to be a violation of the rights fecured
to them by the conflitution, it was, indifputably, their duty toentér a protelt againft the
conduct of the king; but having once accepted the terms of their reftoration, they were -
certainly precluded, in foro justitie, from urging any pretenfionsin future beyond the fpi-
rit of the ordinance. ' _

Some altercations, however, foon arofe between them and the king, on the interpreta=
tion of the article refpecting remonfirance, which was doubtfully worded; they difplayed
on this occafion the fpirit of the ancient parliament, and endeavoured to enforee their
" former claims; but their nfant oppoﬁtiOn.wac crufhed by the decifion of the mo nzu‘Eh, .

and his anfwer to theis reprefentations, That be muft be obeyed, was conclufive, -

Having thus filenced the magiltracy, his next efforts were directed to the falutary pur-
pole of reftraining the intemperare zeal of the clergy. The archbifhop of Paris :H'nving
renewed the commotions excited by the bull Unigenitus, and oppafed the admit;iﬁr‘.itioh of
the facrament, the king fent for him to Verfailles, and in the ﬁcm'la'nguage of ommd,'q.
majefty reproved the offcious prieft; declaring, that inflead of eonfigning hini to that
exile, which the late monarch had repeatedly inflited, on his lﬁ'id d}ﬁurb'i i T bt

-quility of the Kingdom, he would give him over to the utmolt 'f%ﬁ’éfﬁlh#ﬁw;" ‘. RV

3 "
' ¥ B 1 s
¢ s et 4 i
o &l

‘The provincial parliaments of Befangon, Boqﬁe'nu';_,: Aig,"'x‘g;]_m{f':’f m‘ B

which had been fupprefled by the deceafed monarch, were alfo reftored by his fuc
;:d unanim‘i;y fbrzi:ng cftablifhed at home, Fragce had leil%% to dircct hﬂiyttentxonto g
te canqueft of Corfica, which flill firuggled to throw of the | e
St v bl e oo n Ao poadimibemet Y,
o TR ¢ 91 =)

i The cruel feverities which were afterwards Pﬁ&iﬁiuﬁnaﬂpo&m e

nate iftanders, were difgraceful to a civilized nation. For Shorieh e huthia ot
wfs of the Carficans thould be urged in julifcation, and fhown tobe reflained by none.
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of thofe conventions which cuftom has eftablifhed among mankind. The caufe of its
exertion, the defence of their natural rights and liberties, will, in a great meafure, ex-
culpate them with refpet to its irregularity, while the original, flagrant, and uncoloured
injuftice and ufurpation on the other fide, takes away every claim to the right of re-
taliation. -

To juftify their cruelty, the court of Verfailles had induftrioufly propagated a report,
that a plot had been formed by the natives to maffacre all the French in the ifland on
Afcenfion-day; but that this horrid defign was fortunately difcovered by a young wo-
man to a Frenchman, who was her gallant. As the account of this plot, however, is
extremely vague, and deftitute of every mark of authenticity, the reality of it has ever
been queftioned 3 and it is more than probable that the revolt of the Corficans origi=
nated in the oppreffion of their governors, and was rather the refultof momentary indig=
nation, than the confequence of any fettled plan.

Certain it is, that the averfion of the natives from the French was fo invincible, that
no benefits could difguife, nor fear reftrain, its effefls ; and the condu® of the latter
fhewed, that they confidered extermination as the omly efficacious remedy for this mortal
antipathy. Various were the efforts exerted, in the courfe of the prefent campaign, by
thefe intrepid defenders of their country, and afferters of their liberties, whom the Jawlefs

ufurpers of their rights (ligmatized under the odious appellation of banditti. To parti=
cularife the means that were employed for thc:r defeat would be to wound humanity by
needlefs repetition of cruelties. _ >

Suffice it to obferve, that the fame defultory kind of war which had before been carried
on was ftill continued ; that the defection was fo general, that a great part of the Corfican
regiment, which had been raifed on purpofe by France, asa provifion and employment for
reftlefs and daring fpirits, and to engage the nobility in its interefts, joined the malecon=
* tents; that the lofles of the French were {o confiderable, that they were neceflarily
reinforced by feveral regiments; that their communications between the different
parts of the ifland were frequently cut®off; and that the war, at length, finally degene- -
rated, through the weaknefs and deftruction of the natives—after many alls of the molt
defperate valour—into the nature and refemblance of a general hunting, in which a large
portion of country is furrounded by a great body of arimed men, who narrow the circle
_ by degrecs, until every thing within it becomes an incvitable prey. '

" Bat the inhzbitants of that part of the ifland known by the name of the Pieve di
Niolo, from their averfion from flavery, and the natural firength of their country, had
continued fingle and unconquered, in the general fubjugation of Corfica. Their central
&unmn. from which the approaches were tedious and difficult, operating with the

cndfec we have ﬁgued. andercd all the efforts of the French for their conqueft,
B fince

L]
-



e . -  REIGN OF '  "[rgrs

fince that period, equally fruitlefs. Threats of the fevereft punifhments, even of a ge-
neral deftruion, having been repeatedly applied in vain, to intimidate thefe heroic afs
fertors of their country’s freedom, the influence of religion was, at length, proftituted
to bring them to fubmiflion. y -

For this purpofe Aquiviva, one of their priefts, a powerful and popular preacher, was
frit deceived himflelf, and then rendered an inftrament to the deception and ruin of his
friends and countrymen. This man was perfuaded to hold oat the olive-branch to the
people ; and his perfuafive eloquence, upon a fubject to which religion fo happily ap-
plied, and for which eafe and fecurity were prompt advocates with his auditors, was foon-
produ@ive of the defired effe&, and the inhabitantsof Pieve de Niolo, upon the moft un-
equivocal and folemn affurances, not only of a full and unlimited pardon for their pafk
refiftance, but of kindoels and friendfhip for their prefent condu&, voluntarily fubmitted.
to the French government,

A body of troops were accordingly admitted peaceably into the diftri&, who had no.
fooner taken pofleffion of their natural defences, than they treacheroufly murdered two-
and-forty of the principal inhabitanws, who had formerly difplayed the moft adivity and.
courage in the defence of their country.  Amongft thofe, who were thus bafely circum-
vented, were one of the two chicf magiltrates and judges of the diftriét, and two nephews .
of the very meflenger of peace, the wretched prielt, Aquiviva., Of thefe mhappy,vin;.‘
tims, eleven, includiog the judge and the prieft’s nephews, expired upon the wheel, amidf-
the weeping cyes and bleeding heasts of their delpded friends, who, in vain.aﬂjumibe&mL
and earth to, avenge this. perfidy,

. The farvivors were fent to.augment the groans and encreafle the afliQions of- their
countrymen, who already filled the dungeons of Baftia. 'Nor was the fate of the re.
maining inhabitants of Niolo much happier. A bitter fenfe of the loffes they had for-
merly {uftained, in various confliés with this miferable people, unfortunately. prevailed,
with the French, over every fenfe of humanity and jultice, The whole diftrit was .
ruined andwefiroyed; the houfes were burned, &nd the cattle carried off in triumph by

the foldiers as a prey.  Qne Capracinta was diftinguifhed for defending his houfe, fingly,

againlt his numerous.affailants, and, afeer killing feveral, perifhed, unfubdued, amidft

A.D. 1795] Theexpences incurred by thisdifzraceful expedition tend ' :
the wounds which had hnﬂﬁ“h&?ﬁmﬁ%ﬁ%&hﬁm:
the clevation of Tuargot to the office of comptroller-general of the finances, afford "Hﬂ-
~ fwall fhare of difcontent to the powerful body of the farmers-general. That minifler,

alike ditinguifhed for his integrity and talents, had releafed the contmerce of grain from ,
many injudicious reflzictions, hoth with regard to_ the internal traffic and to foreign ex-

e | e o
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portation ; but a fearcity of corn unfortunately occurring at the moment of his regula-
tions, thole effe@s which proceeded from dearth were afcribed to the innovations he had
foggefted. His fecret encmies feduloufly propagated reports, that the public dif-
trefs was the confequence of certain political combirtations; and the people, whofc real
mifery was augmented by a miftaken idea of the incapacity and oppreffion of theic
rulers, tumultuoufly affembled in large and formidable bodies. They infulted the ‘magil-
trates, plundered the houfes, and, in the commiffion of thefe outrages, not only deftroyed
vaft quantities of corn and flour, which might have alleviated their wants, but encreafed
the general diftrefs, by deterring the proprietors of provifions from bringing them to
market.

A diftemper which had extended its fatal ravages among the cattle through the heart of
the kingdom, added tothe public gloom; and at Dijon, the capital of Burgundy, thein-
furre&ion of the populace was attended with the moft fatal effects. The wihappy peo-
ple, ftimulated by want, had pillaged the houfe of the intendant, who with difficolty ef-
caped from theirfury. To check their progrefs it was neceffary to fummons to the fupport
of government a body of regular troops; yet the famiflied infurgents for fome time fuc-
cefsfully refified the efforts of difciplined valour, and five hundred of them perifhed be-

fore they relinquifhed the ineffe@ual confliét.

This diftrefs, and the commotions it excited, reached the metropolis; and Lewis, after
having exerted in vain all the arts that benevolence could fuggeft for foothing the minds
of the people, was rciu&antlycompellcd’to reprofs their outrages by the moft decifive mea-
fures. Having fummoned the parliament to attend him at Verfailles, he explained to them
the urgeney of the circumitances which obliged him to deviate from the common courfe
of juftice, and then forbade them to make any remonfirances on the meafures hé was about
to purfue. ‘The magiftrates, fenfible of the neceflity of adopting fome fpeedy and vigo=
rous fyftem, filently acquiefeed in the mandate of their fovereign.

/’

The king, having thas' fortified the royal authority hy the tacit approbation of his
parliament, commiffioned the Mcrbq{é'a, a regular regiment of thief-takers, to difperfe
the fediticus multitude, and to execute fummary juftice on the moft guilty. At the
fame time a pardon was pre to fuch as fhould rctasn liome, and make fatisfaltion

for the corn they had feized.  The good effe@s of thefe regulations were foon difcern-
able; IWW'QO a&ﬂffwbondua by réimburfing the ptﬂ"m whom
they had ﬁ“& few expiated their offences with their lives; and a plentiful
harveft vw mm&q the peopl_e, hd ru‘tured tranquillity to the

]

opportunity to celebrate, with royal mgmﬁcence,_
wﬁi@& wﬁm llllfl‘lll, at Rhcims. «Twenty
s millions
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" milliongiof livres, opp&nnely fupplied by the clergy,
1 fclt by the people ; and, on this occafion, the ancient ignities, of the kmgdom were ré=
Tlu‘,count *-Pm:nce reprefented the duke of Burgundy ; the count d’Artois,.

o ' ne; the duke of

; " ' TFeuloufe ; the prince of Conde, tln @n
puibon, the count of Champagnc.

e

' Lewls: wng.gmemd' death, h:thenq;mc-
on, Was changcdp into the lefs rigo entence of working as flave
W:thvequaxmntmn to the general welfare of his fllb_lc% :
', £ of #he favourable moment of peace to redhec a pnrt of his numerous.

: his peoplt The daauhaf }'hg marclchal de Muy was ﬁ.rccecdcd by tbe 1 ent:
of th counide Samtéuﬂhmmﬁ able and popular officer,, to.lhc‘ﬂcant pe d' fc;u.- .

' at wWar., t- : LY e

ture which c:pofad him to the refentment of the ﬁ!ﬁ

. imquueca_ S, a mn[itary corps, inftituted for the fpecial pre f the roy

on, were whb“ compofed of youngmen of high birth; and thoug "ﬁ :

h | Jmighwamful-m the fovereign, yet the expence attending it W felg.
AN _decplhl'egretted. The effion of this.corps had been. frequer itate e
wigifter had yct been fo ;\ ently bold to expofe huag (%&hg E& r % >

ncceﬂ'mk . Theycount de Saint ficenflire,

G wel uof h;gc y T ‘k’- Im mrtnom.-ipr ' '

‘. '4‘;

-_, Thm nobl'eml!u mlpnton ﬁggnlmng his adminiftration

‘._.
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his anceftors; and, aftera feﬂqpf alternate difafters and fucceffes, equally calculated to-
irritate the minds of either party, t fli&k now raged with fuch fary, that all hopes of

accommodation fecmed to be at an end,  That defpicable and difhongft fyitem of poliey,.
: g mcnt of internal commotions arival kmgdom;

0 invariably, to fway the councils of Verfailles, now influeng
ge to interfere in the difpute {ubfifting between England s 1d her N
The. opportunity of humbling a rival, of repairing the
receding war, and, atthe fame time g!mpohzmgdw \m
_ :, Was not, in the opinion of men who were ever willing to facrifice jul
__policy, to i-‘"-- gleGed. But as too early i%a wal of their defigns might fruftrag
el bin view, they determined, at firft, to afford only pmatea.ﬁm

s

ican privateers, and to be crouded with the pnm taken by thofe veffels from «_'

wl:uéh wcﬁd"c openly fold without the {malleft colour of difguife.. On re="

" the Britifh court, the obfervance of a little mete decorum wags

1_ eck was given ta the open and avowed fale of - ‘prizes; but the pratice:
In all the French coloniesiin the Weft-Indies, the American depre

' .’ ore avowedly countenanced.  Even French ﬂ;@tmmerm ,

'-.‘_1 th few, and, fometimmes, no American fcamenonaboand‘:'mqledml

- wpom the Briti y commerce with impunity, Khe temponﬁng pdccy, and*ind%w!m
F"‘ a0 ”}1* court, Mcntcd, at. tlusunfn:tqnﬂo#pethd, pfOPFl.'ﬁﬂ'CQ of:
o '_.- v h - \o : A ~

'_s
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Thus, when an American adventurer had taken and carried into Dunkirk, with a pri-
wateer fitted out at that port, the Englifh packet from Holland, and fent the mail to the
American minifters at Paris, it then feemed neceflary, in fome degree, to difcountenance
o flagrant a violation of good neighbourhood, as well as of the ftanding treaties between
wthe two nations, and even of the particular marine lawsand regulations eftablifhed in
France, in regard to her condu@ with the people of other countries. The captain and
‘his crew ‘were accordingly committed for fome fhort time to prifon. ¥et even this ap-
‘pearance of Tatisfation was obliterated by the circumftances which attended it : for the
imprifonment of the captain was reprefented to the Americans, as proceeding merely from
fome ‘informality in his commiffion, and irregularity in his proceedings, which had
‘brought him to, if not within, the verge of piracy, and which were too glaring to be en-
wtirely paffed over without notice. And he was, with his crew, not only fpeedily releafed
#rom his mock confinement, but he was permitted to purchafe, fit out, and arm a much
dtronger veflel, and better failer, than the former, for the avowed purpofe of continuing
this depredations on the Britifh commerce.

It was in the fame line of policy, that when the French Newfoundland fithery would -
have been totally intercepted and deftroyed incafe of an immediate rupture, and that the
«capture of their feamen would have been more ruinous and irreparable than the lofs even
«of the fhips and cargoes, the Englifh ambaffador ebtained, in that critical fituation, an
order from the minifters, that all the American Privateers, with their prizes, fhould im-
mediately depart the kingdom. Yet, fatisfaftory as this compliance, and co'n;:lufr%
as this order appeared, it was combatedswith fuch ingenuity, and fuch expedients were
practifed to defeat its effedls, that it was not complied with, ina fingle in&anﬁe; through-
out the kingdom. It, however, anfwered the purpofe for which it was intended, b‘y'
gaining time, and opening a fubject of tedious and indecifive-controverfy, until the French
dhips were fafe in their refpelive ports. : i

‘But though M. de Sartine was the principal advocate for the American caufe, he was.
«etermined that the charges of duplicity which fuch a line of condu@ '
- “bring uwpon his country fhould not reft perfonally with hiw

foma reots which tended 14 difeouéage the Commoraiil N R e bt Br cntives
2 beliefthat the protection of the court would nat be extended to French veflelsco w
M _-”i-_ r' >

ing the produéts of that continent, and that fuch veflels muft, of courfe, if taken, be~

<come legal prizes tothe Englifh, affured the feveral "'-ém,w‘,t-"?--, -’-‘f*‘ﬁ‘f‘.’ “"m |

inflroment, (iffued on' the fourth of July, 1777) and in dire& contravention of all the

‘Englifh navigation laws, that the king was determined to afford the fulleft protedlion to.

Atheir commerce, and would reclaim all the fhips that fhould be captured under that

pretext. , Riel, " 1 i
ey

Upon the whale, #hltem efwupliéé o TAC Lo e $hdia
or profeflions pf the Ffmhnlnﬁm their conduét hmﬂﬂﬁé‘imew w}ﬂwﬁh‘ “mm’
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ly to admit:of a doubleinterpretation. Tt was eafy to perceive that, befides thofe pow-

erful motives which had their fource in'enmity and revenge, they had now acquired fo

thorough a relith for the {weets of the American commerce, that nothing lefs than the -
moft irrefiftible neceffity could indace them to forego the poflefiion of what they had ob.

tained, and the vaft hopes with which they had flactered themfelves in future, The Eng-

lith council, however, exprefled their convi&ion, that the harmony which fubfifted be-

tween the two nations would not be interrupted ; and their confidence was founded on.
the idea that the houfe of Bourbon would not fupport the Americans, on the double ac-

count, that it would be teaching an evil leffon againft themfelves which might be too.
foon pra&ifed in their own colonies; and that the eftablifhment of an independent ftate

and rifing empire in the New World would be dangerous to their future interefls both

in Europe and America. This doctrine, it muft be confefled, was more folid than.many

people, at that time, were willing to acknowledge ; as a fubject of fpeculative controver-

fy, it would undoubtedly afford room for ample difcuflion ; but, unfortunately, mini--
fiers, like the reft of mankind, are Jefs inclined to look to future and remote contingens -
cics, than to the greateft prefent advantages, and to the gratification of the moit wigents
and powerful paflions.

At length, the defigns of France being brought to matarity, the mafk' was thrown.
off, and a treaty, eventual and defenfive, was concluded at Paris, on the fixth of Februs
ary, 1778, between Lewis the Sixteenth and the United States of America. The pre=-
amble fets forth, ¢ That his Moft Chriftian majeflty aed the United States having con=

- cluded atreaty of wmity and commerce *, for the reciprocal advantage of their fubjeéts and
4% citizens, have thought it neceflary to take into confideration the means of ftrength-
* ening thofe engagements, and of rendering them ufeful to the fafety and tranquility.
* of the-two partics;  particularly in cafe Great Britain, in refentment of that connec-
¢ tion, and of the good correfpondence which is the objeé of the faid treaty, fhould break .
“ the peace with France, either by dire& hoftilities, or by obftru&ing her comunerce -
‘¢ and pavigation, in a manner contrary to the rights of nations, and the peace fubfifting -
‘¢ between the two crowns,—And his majefty and the faid United States having refolved
“in -tl’:at cale to join their councils nd efforts againft the enterprizes of the common,
ciaemy.

'I'he treaty confifts of the following articles:  *

ﬁ 1. If a war fhould break out between France and Great Britain, during the continu~-
ance of the prefent war between the United States and England, his majefty and the faid |
Wﬁ?ﬂt fhall make it a common caufe, and aid each cther mutually with their gooda
y ¥ On the goth. of January, 1708, .

- officess
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wffices, their councils, and their forces, according to the exigency of conjunétures, as be-"
«omes good and faithful allies. - '

‘2. The effential and dire& end of the prefent defenfive alliance is, to maintain effetu-
ally the liberty, fovereignty, and independence, abfol ute and unlimited, of the faid Unit~
«d States, as well in matters of government as of commerce.

g. The two contralting parties {hall each on its own part, and in the manner it may

Judge moft proper, make all the efforts in its power againft their common enemy, in or-
«der to attain the end propofed.

4. The contraéting parties agree, that in cife eitlier of them Thould form a particular
wenterprize, in which the concurrence of the other may be defired, the party whof® con-
«arrence is defired, fhall readily and with good faith join to a& in cencert for that pur-
wpofe, as faras circum{tances and its own particularGituation will permit, and in that cafe
they ‘thall regulate, by a particular convention, the quantity and kind of fuccour to be
fuenifhed, and the timeand manner of its being brought into action, as well as the advan-
ttages whidh areto be ite compenfation.

5 If the United States fhould think fit to attempt the reduétion of the Britifh power,
wemaining in the northern parts of America, or the iflands of Bermudas, thofe countries

cor iflands, in caleof fuccefs, fhall be confedcrated with, or dependent upon, the faid
United States.

6. The Moft Chriftian king renounces for everthe pofleffion of the iflands of Bermudas,
as well asof any part of the continent of America, which before the treaty of Paris, in
27068, or in virtue of that treaty, were acknowledged to belong to the crown of Great
Britain, or to the United States, - heretofore called Britifh colonies, orwhich are, at this
time, or have Jately been, under the power of the king and crown of Great Britain,

7+ Ifhis Moft Chriftian majefty fhall think properto attack any of the iflands fitvated
in the ygulph of Mexico, or near that gulph, which are at prefent under the power of

?reat Britain, all the faid ifles, in cafc of ﬁxccefs, ihall appertain to thp crown of
rance, .

‘8. Neither of the two parties Thall conclude_either truce or peme mtb Great B 'ta'm,
-without the formal confent of the other, firft obtained ; and they mutually engage not to
Hzy down their arms, until the independence of the Umted States fhall have been formal-
2y or tacitly afured by the treaty or treatics that fhall terminate the war.

C 9. The
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9. The contra&ing parties declare, that, being refolved to fulfil, each on its own part,
the claufes and conditions of the prefent treaty of alliance, according to its 6wn power,
and circumftances, there fhall be no after-claims of compenfation, on one fide or the
other, whatever may be the event of the war.  °

1o. The Moft Chiiftian king and the United States agree to invite or admit other
powers, who may have received injurics from England, to make a common caufe with
them, and to accede to the prefent alliance, under fuch conditions as {hall be frecly agreed
to, and fettled between all the parties. -

11. The two parties guarantee mutually, from the prefent time, and for ever, againft
all other powers, to wit—the United States to his Moft Chrtftian majefty, the prefent
goffeflions of the crown of France in America, as well as thofe which it may acquire by
the future treaty of peace ; and his Moft Chriftian majefty guarantees on his part to the
United States, their liberty, fovereignty, and independence, abfolute and unlimited, as
well in matters of government as commerce, and alfo their poffeflions, and the additions
or conquefts that their confederation may obtain during the war, from any of the domi-
nions now or heretofore poffeffed by Great Britain in North- America, conformable to
the fifth and fixth articles above-written, the whole as their pofleflions fhall be fixed

and affured to the faid States, at the moment of the ceflation of the prefent war with
England.

12. In order to fix more precifely the feveral applications of the preceding articles, the
contralting parties declare, that in cafe of a rupture between France and England, the
reciprocal guarantee declared in the faid article fhall have its full force and effect the
moment fuch war fhall break out ; and if fuch rupture fhall not take place, the mutval
obligation of the faid guarantees fhall not commence until the moment of the ceffation
of the prefent war between the United States and England, fhall have afcertained their
* pofleflions. '

It is impoffible to perufe this treaty without confidering it as tantamount to a declara-
tion of war againft England; and} indeed, there can be little doubt but that it was in-
tended to operate as fuch. To the honour of Lewis the Sixteenth, however, be it
fpoken, that far from encouraging the infidious projecs of his minifters, he difcounte-
nanced them to the utmoft ; and that, uniformly averfe from every thing that was unjuft
or ungenerous, and, confidering this treaty as a meafure of that defcription, he indig-
- nantly threw away the pen, when urged to fanion it with his fignature, But in an
e_*v_il hour for himfelf, his family, and his kingdom, he unfortunately yielded to the impor-
tunate pufu}{im of a party, whofe folicitations are faid to have been feconded by the

‘ C . ~ powerful
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powerful influence of h:s royal cnnfon, and ﬁgned that fatal inflrament which mvol'ved
both hemifphcres in the horrors of war®, | .

The duke de Noailles, amhaflador to the eourt of London, was, in the month of
March, inftrufted to acquaint the minifters of Great Britain with: the purport of this
treaty, whichi i accordingly ratified to them in the followmg manner :

“ The underfigned ambaffador of his Moft Chriftian majefty has received exprefs or-
¢« ders to make the following declaration to the court of London,

¢ The United States of North America, who are in full pofleffion of independence,
« a5 pronounced by tirem, on the fourth of July, 1776, having propoled to the king to
“ confolidate, by a formal convention, the connellion begun to be eftabliffied betwelh
“ the two nations, the refpe@ive plenipotentiaries have figued a treaty of friendfhip and
« commerce, defigned to ferve asa foundation for their mutwal goed correfpondence.

« His majefty, being determined to cultivate the good underftanding fubfifting be-
« tween France and Great Britain, by every means compatible with his dignity and the
“ good of his fubjecls, thinks it neccffary to make his proceeding known to the court of
« London; and to declare, at the fame time, that the conrra&ing parties have paid great
* attention not to ftipulate any exclufive advantages in favour of the French nation ;
~ % and that the United States have referved the liberty of treating with every nation
« whatever, upon-the fame footing of equality and reciprocity.

"« In making thiscommunieation to the court of Londen, the king is firmlysperfuad-
* edit will find new proofs of his majefty’s conftant and fincere difpofition for peace ;
+ and that his Britannic majelty, animated by the fame fentunents, will equally avoid
« every thing that may alter their good harmony ; and that he will pasticularly take of-
¢ fectual meafures to prevent the commerce between his majefty’s fubjeéts and the United
« States of North America from being interrupted; and to caufe all the ufages receiyed
“ hetween commercial nations to be, in this Tefpe&,.nbfmed. and all thofe rules which
** can be faid to fubfift between the two crowns of maﬂw :

© ¢ In this Juﬁ confidence, the umhrﬁgmd amb:ﬂ.’xdor thinks it fupetﬂuouﬂoacqumnt
* the Britifh minifter, that,the king his mafter being determined to afford effe@ual pro-
“ u&mn te. the lawful commerce of his f:d))e'ch, ani‘ o lﬂa(ﬁuin ﬁf dtgmgyof hll. |

" % qtis worthy of remark, that the French uﬂﬁlhy, who bmwﬁnce‘hun aimmlml udmmlutimmﬂw |

beuty, were the moft forward, on this occafion, to efpoufes caufe whtﬁﬂm :onﬁduad—whhhu- Juftly wm
ly wie thall nat Aece engylive ~asthe. mnfcnt,fm A ’

‘C |‘
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“ flag, hi; majelty has, in confequence, taken eventual mealures, in concert with the
- & United States of North America.” .

I This declaration, by which infult was added %o injury, was received by the Britith
court with evident marks of indignation ; and the recall of ‘the Englifh ambaffador from
Verfailles, a meafure which was now rendered almoft a matter of neceflity, was the fignal

for the commencement of hoftilities,

As the French miniftry had long prepared for this event, they began the wat with con«
fiderable advantage. In the month of April, the count d’Eftaing failed from Toulon
with twelve fhips of the line and four frigates. On board this fleet was embarked a body
of land forces; and Silas Deane, the American envoy at the court of Verfailles, and
Qonrad Alexander Gerard, fecretary to the council of ftate, who had figned the Iate
treaty, in the name of his fovereign, and was now appointed minifter- plenipotentiary :o
the United States of Azncnca, accompanied the coant on board the Languedoc:

T his armament was deftined to ftrike an important blow againft the Englith in Ameri-
ca, who, at the period of its arrival on that coaft, were ftationed in the environs of Sandy-
Hook, wience they afterwards paffed over to New York. Had not d’Effaing been des
layed by bad weather, and other unexpected impediments which be met with on his voy-
age, he would have had an opportunity of meeting the Engli{h tranfports in the Dela-
ware, or on the paffage from thence, cxtremcly loaded and encumbered, and convoyed .
only by two fhips of the line, and fome frigates. The Britifh fleet muft confequently
have been deftroyed ; and as the enemy could not then, by any poffible means, have profe-
cuted its way to New York, and would have been enclofed, on one fide, by the American
army, and, on the other, by the French fleet, cut off from all fupply of provifions and
deftitute of every refource, a fimilar difgrace to that fuftained by the Englifh, at Saratoga,
in the preceding campaign, muft neceflarily have been incurred.

Indeed, had d’Eftaing, even then, direéted his courfe immediately to New-York, in-
fiead of the Chefapeak or Delaware, he ftill might have fecured the moft important ade
vantages, as he would, in that cafe, have encountered the Englith ficet and army, when
they were entangled, either with the laying or pafling of the bridge of boats, which had
been confiruéted for the purpofe of conveying the troops from the continent to Sundy-
Hook, recently become an ifland by a violent breach of the fea, - In cither circum(tmce
he muft have crufhed the enemy ; but his great objeét was the furprife of the Englifia '
ﬂect in the Delaware, and the confequent enclofure of the army at Philadelphia, a deﬁgu *

MW&H} for the Englifh, was fruftrated by the winds and weather.

Onﬂlcdevnﬁ: of July d'E&aing made his appear:mcc off Sandy -Hook where hy
- the Pritifh flcet, mﬁﬁmg of fix fixty-four gun fhips, three of ﬁfty, two of forty guns,
with fome frigates and floops, pnder the command of lord Howe. __ But the fuperiority

~of the Funp‘h waz, in fome meafurc, counterbalanced' by”&iﬂ adnntage which the Eng-
AFE PR s ‘ : Cz : Ll
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lith enjoyed in the poffeffion of that port or harbour which is formed by Sandy-Hook ;
the entrance of which is narrow, and the navigation for large fhips rendered dangerous
by a bar which croffes it, and from whence the inlet pafles to New-York. The expeét-
¢d and avowed obje& of d’Eftaing wi to force that paflage, and to attack the Englifh
fquadron in the harbour. Notwithftanding the utmoft exertions of preparation made
by lord Howe, that the time conld poffibly admit, yet from a varicty of unavoidable in-
cidents, his fhips were not arrived in their refpe&ive fituations gf defence, nor had there
been fufficient time to chufe  their fituations with proper judgment, when d'Eftaing ap-
peared without the Hook, Under thefe circamftances, which, with refpeét to effect,
might be confidered, in fome degree, as affording the advantages of a {urprize, if he had
pufhed on dire€lly to pafs the bar and force the paflage, it would feem, that the advan-
tage of fityation could not be capable of counteraing the vaft fuperiority of his force.
But as d’Eftaing was of opinion that his large fhips could not pafs, in fafety, through
the ftreights and over the bar, he caft anchoron the Jerfey fide, about four miles without
the Hook, and in the vicinity of the fmall town of Shrewfbury,

20

~ In this pofition the French fleet remained at anchor eleven days, which were paffed in

_taking in a fupply of water and provifigns. The Englifh fleet was thus blocked up, and
many vellels under Englifh colours ( who were ignorant of the lofs of their ufual pro-
tection) were daily captured by the French., On the twenty-fecond of July d’Eftaing
Jeft his ftation, and foregoing the probable advaatage of a defperate attack on the Britifh
fleet at Sandy-Hook, which an unufual rife of the water would have enabled him to.

" make, without danger to his fhips pafling the bar, fteered toward Rhode Ifland, the in~
vafion of which he had planned in concert with the United States. The American ge-
neral Sellivan affembled a body of troops, in the neighbourhood of Providence, with a,
view. to make a defcent on the north end of the ifland ; whilft d’Eftaing was to enter
the harbour of Newport, near its fouthern extremity, and, after deftroying the fhipping, .
by a powerful affault on the works facing the fea, to place the Britifh forces between,
two fires,

The French ficet either blocked up or entered the feveral inlets, between which Rhode,
and its adjoining fmaller iflands, are enclofed, and which form a communication more or-
lefs navigable in the different branches, between the open fea and the back continent ; on.
the twenty-ninth of July, the main body caft anchor without Brenton’s Ledge, about-
five miles, from Newport, Two of their line of Imtl@ﬂu’pgmup the Naraganfet.
paflage, and anchored ofF the north, end of the ifland of Goam;qm where they were:
prevented for feveral days, by contrary winds, from rejoining the fleet: while fome of
their frigates, entering the Secconet paffage, compelled the Englifh to burn three, fmalk;
auncd veflels, which muft otherwife bave been captured,  * : "
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Two oppofite bays, inthe inlets on the eaftern and weltern fides of the ifland, com=
prefs it fo much, asto form a kind of ifthmus, by which the {fouthern end, that fpreads into
the ocean, is connected with the main body. The town of Newport lies jult within this
peninfula, at the opening of the ifthmus, on the weftern fide of the ifland, and oppofite
the ifland of Conanicat ; the fpace between both forming a bay, which includes, or forms,
the harbour. The inlet to the harbour from the fea, called the middle channel, isnar-
sow, and enclofed by Brenton’s point, and the oppofite point of Conanicut, which forms:
the fouthern extremities of both iflands. A chain of high grounds, which crofles the ifth-
mus from chanucl to channel above Newport, was ftrongly covered by lines, redoubts,
and artillery ; fo that the peninfula might be confidered as a garrifon, diftin& from the-
reft of the ifland; and, under the protection of a fuperior naval force, might, in a great
meafure, defy any attempts from the northern fide, fuppofing that an enemy had effeéted
a landing, in fuch circumftances. But the French, being mafters by Tea, rendered the tafk:
of defence, under the apprehenfion of an attack an both fides at the fame time,, exceced-
ingly arduous.

General Sullivan aflembled a body of ten thenfand men—of whom one half were vo--
lunteers from New England and Connefticut—to fecond the efforts of d’Eftaing. As the:
operatiuns of the I'rench fleet were regulated by thole of the army on land, they continued:
ina&ive, until Sullivan was in a condition to pafs over from the continent to the north end:
of the ifland. On theeighthof Auguft, finding that meafure in forwardnefs, and the wind’
being favourable, they entered the harbour under an eafy fail, cannonading the batteries:
and town as they pafled, and receiving their fire, without apy material effet on either fide.
They anchored above the town, between Goat ifland and Conanicut, but nearer to the:
- latter, on which both the French and Americans had parties for fome days paft..

- D’Eftaing, by thus entering the harbour, reduced the Englifh te the neceflity of de~
ftroying fix of their frigates, which muft otherwife have falien into his hands ; but he:
was prevented from reaping any farther advantage, by a fudden-ehange of wind, whichs
induced him toput to fea; and, after fome fharp but indecifive aGions between fingle-
fhips, lic deemed it prudent to fail to Bofton, in order to repair the damages he had fuftain-
ed during a violent tempeft, whicl;,.by difperfing both fleets, had prevented a generak:
epgagement, .

.' 1If d’Eftaing, inftead of going to Bofton, Had-fe-entered'the harbour, and co-operated*
with the Americans, in conformity with their moft earnelt {olicitations, the fiare of the-
- Englifh garrifon in Rhode ifland would have been extremely perilous ; and he had a fair-
profpet of retrieving, by a. firoke of no fmall importance, the failure of fuccefs in his-
grand obje. Such a fuccefsful co-operation would likewife have had a wonderful efieét:
in conciliating the minds of his new allies, and in giving them an idea which the y were:
mat. much difpofed to entertain, of the vigour and efficacy of the. French councils ands
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arms. The departure of 'Eftaing effeCtually fruftrated the attempt on the ifland, and
Sallivan, foon after, withdrew his troops,

In the mean time, the Englith admiral, on the Newfoundland fation, having rece:ved
mtcllsgcnce of the commencement of hoftilities by d’Eftaing, difpatched a body of troops
awith orders to reduce the fmall iflands of Saint Pierre and Miquelon, which had been,
allotted to France by the laft treaty of peace, for the purpofe of curing and drying their fith,,
-and ferving as a flore-houfe and fhelter for the veflels employed in their fithery.

As France had been particularly rcﬁri&cd by the treaty from fortifying thofe iflands,
and equally tied down fromany encreafe of a{mall limited number of troops in them,
which were only adapted to the fupport of the civil government, and not to any purs
pofes of defence, againlt whagever might deferve the name of enemy, this fervice was,
accordingly performed without difficulty. A capitulation was granted, in confequence
of which the governor, with the inhabitants and the garrifon, amounting in the whole,
2o about two thoufand, were tran(mitted to France: all the accommodations of habi-
tation, trade, and fifhery were deftroyed; and the iflands thrown back into their origin-

al ftate.

From the continent of America the flame of war had been rapidly communicated to.
the Welft-India iflands, The marquis de Bouillé, governor-general of Martinico, was
informed of the defencelefls ftate of the ifland of Dominica, which, by the treaty of:
- Paris had been ceded by France to England. The Britifh government had, indeed, in-:
curred a confiderable expence in fortifying the ifland, and in {upplying the works with
a numerous artillery, but the garrifon was totally incompetent to the defence of the oune, .
or to the ufe of the other. The marquis, accordingly, landed on the ifland, on the fe-
venth of September, 1778, at dawn of day, with about two thoufand men, and proceed-
ed to attack the different batteries and forts by land, as the marine force which accom«
panied him did by fea. The few regular troaps, not exceeding one hundred men, to-
gether with the militia and inhabitants in general, did all that could be expe&ed -agninﬂ:
fuch a fuperiority of force, and under fuch circumftances of furprize. Bat the French

having eafily reduced thofe batterics which lay firlt.in their: way, :nd_ﬂneh were but *
half-manned, and advanced to attack the little cap1al of Roleau, by fea lnd land, which *
Jikewife comprehended the principal fortifications of the ifland, the commander of tbe
Englilh iroops, perceiving the fatility %of defence, pmdentlyiduc;mmed to fave the in=-
habitants from plunder and rum, by entermg into a capitula Y

The terms, by the generofity of thema:qnu de Bomllé, wefemmlemd hpghly f“m A
able to the inhabitants. Befides the honours of war, and the liberty of retaining

arms, th the fulleft fecurity to their eftates, PWW of -emy fort. pgim. pmlie;q.
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and immunities, -they were allowed to retain every part of their civil and religious go=
vernment, with all their laws, cuftoms, ordinances, courts, and minifters of juftice, untik
the conclufion of a peace; and, at that period, if the ifland fhould be ceded 10 Frauce,
thiey had the liberty of choice, whether to adhere to their own political form of govern-
ment, or to accept that eftablifhed in the French iflands.  And in either event, fuch of
the inhabitants as did not chufe to continue undera Fréench government, were to be at
liberty to fell all their eftates real and perfonal, and to rctire with their effeCts wherever
they pleafed. Not the fmalleft diforder nor pillage was allowed; and the marquis de-
Bouillé, in lieu of plander, diftributed a confideruble fum of mouey among his troops..

D’Eftaing, during thefe tranfa@ions, had beén bufily employed in refitting liis fhips;.
and having compleated this obje®, he quited, early in November, the harbour of Bofton,.
with a full determination to reduce all the Britith poffeflions in the Weft-Indies. Pre-
vious to his departure, he publifhed a declaration, intended to be difperfed among ".h""

French inhabitants of Canada, to whom it wasaddrefled, in the nameof their ancient

fovereign, the king of France. The objeft of this publication was to recall the affec-.
tion to their former government, and to revive all the national attachments of that pro-
ple, thereby to prepare them for an invafion either ftom France or America, and to raife-
their expetation and hope to no diftant change of mafters. For thefe purpofes they:
were applied to and invoked, by all the endearing and flattering ties of country, blood,.
language, common laws, cufiom, and religion ; by their former friendthips, ancient
glory, and fellowfhip in arms; and even by their common participation in the dangers.
and' misforturtes of the laft war. To touch the vanity of a people exceedingly prone to.
that failing, they were flattered by remimding them of thofe peculiar military honours,.
 diftin¢ions, and royal decorations, which would have conftituted the glorious rewards.
of their prowefs in the French fervice; from which they had been fe long debarred, ands
which were held fo dear by all their countrymen.  They were taught to confider the
French and Americans as equally friends, and almoft as one people ; whofe invafion of
Canada, whether jointly or feperately, inftead of conveying hoftility or defolation to-
them, would have, for its fole obje®, their liberation from the galling yoke of a foreigne
power, whofe refidence was fixed in anoslier hemifphere  their emancipation from fubjec—
tion toa people who differed wholly from them in religion, in manners, inlanguage, in-
every thmg 5 whofe jealous and defpotic government would, fooner or later; treat them-
| ed people, and undoubtedly much worfe than they had done their own late
counuqun, t‘hﬁ Amnmn, to whom they. were indebted for their former vitories.
Their Wncmnou, in the event of this ptopofed gmancipation from the government
- of Grea ]Rﬁmim was- Mbalmoﬁtnml\ym the dark ; although fome faint and diftant:
: on. wh- .boldoﬁ_ out, to a fimilar fate of freedom to that poffcfed by thie Britith
. D’Eftaing feemed not “altogether authorifed to give up the idea of the refto-
‘she domin “-tﬁ’ ’Fﬂﬂd&; hthn was aware that an avowal of thoﬁ:

n ﬁﬂ:"ufpt‘& to that people, and would hve: |
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been dTguflmg and alarming, in the !ughe& dcgnee. to the Americans.  He, however,
aflured the Canadians, in the name of the French king, that all his former fubjeéts, who,
“fhould relinquifh thexr dependence on Great Briwain, might depend on his fupport and
protetion. "

Aware of the danger to which the Weft-Tndiaiflands would be expofed from the fu-
periority of the Frenchin that quarter, the Englifh commander at New York had, foon
after the redu&ion of Dominica, detached a body of five thoufand troops for their pro-
te&lion, under the command of general Grant. ‘Thc firft expedition undertaken by thele
forces, whofe operations were feconded by a Britifh fleet, under admiral Barrington, was
the redu@ion of the French ifland of Saint Lucia ; an entegprize of the utmolt importance
in all the enfuing operations of the war. The referve of the Britifh army, with the grena~
dicrs and light infantry, under the command of general Matthews, was landed at the
grand Cul de Sac in the evening of the thirteenth of December. That officer with his
detachment, immediately pufhed forward to the heights upon the north fide of the bay,
which wereoccupied by the chevalier de Micoud, the French commandant, with the regular
forces and militia of the ifland. Thefe pofts, though difficult of accefs, were foon forced
by the fuperior numbers of the Englifh, who alfo took poffeffion of a ficld-piece, with
which the French fired upon the boats employed in landing the troops, and a four-gun
battery, which had been fuccefsfully dire@ed againft the fhipping at che entrance of
the harbour.

General Prefcot, meanwhile, had landed with five regiments, with which he guarded
the environs of the bay, and, at the fame time, pufhed on his advanced pofts, fo as to’
preferve a communication during the night with the referve.  The next morning the re-
ferve followed, and {upported by general Prefcot, advanced to the little capital of Morne
Fortune, of which they took pofleffion. The chevalier de Micoud made the beft defence
‘that his fituation'would admit of, but, conftantly prefled by fuperior numbers, he wascom -
pelled to retire before the Britifh troops, from poft to poft, As the referve advanced,’
general Prefcot exerted the utmoft diligence and c:rcomfpe&m in fqiplymg‘tbc ﬁoﬁa
“and batterics in their rear with every poffible means of ﬁ&m

A \u‘f" o i

" While thefe meafures of fecuﬁty qurlag into m:awm Mm pllih-
ed forwatd and took poffeffion of the important poft of the Viegie, which commanded
the north fide of the careenage harbour ; while another Britifh officer, with the remain-

er of the troops, guarded the landing place, kept npwmiﬁ’wiﬁl ‘ﬂle ficet,
and fent detachments to occupy feveral pofts d and
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fequence of thel’e inftruflions, preparations were “made by the government of Madras
for talr.mg the field with all pofible difpatch ; but before the Brmﬂl forces could pro-
ceed ‘on their intended expedition, the hoftile fleets of France and England. under the
. con,'lmnnd of mon{i@r Tronjolly and admiral Vernon, met near the road of Pondicherry ;
when an obftinate confliét enfued, which, though attended with no materlnl lofs on cither
 fide, proved highly advantageous to the Englifh, inafmuch as it it induced the French

commodore to leave the coaft, and enabled his adverfary to fu].ﬁl the obp& of his expe-
dition, in forming the blockade of Pondicierry. | : :

That city was completely inyefted by the Englith army on the twenty-firft of Au-
gull ; the deficiencies arifing from the weaknels of its works were amply fupplied by the
bravery of the garrifon, and the abnhty of the governor, M. de Bellecombe, wha, ‘with
about three thoufand men, of whom only nine hundred were Europeans, gallmtly refift-

~ed, for the fpace of a month, all the efforts of the Englifh army, amounting, in the

whole, to ten thoufand five hundred men. But the moft fpirited exertions could only
tena to protra@ the hour of fubmiffion; a praticable breach being made in_the walls,
and every, preparation for a general affault. completed, the governor was reduced to the

neceflity of averting the impending rain by a timely capitulation, which was figned on .

the fixteenth of O&tober. The gallantry of his condu enfured him the moft honoura-
ble terms from a generous foe ; the regiment of Pondicherry were, at his rcqueﬁ, allowed
to keep their colours ; all private property was fecured the Europcan part of the garrifon
were to be wanfported to France; and the fcapoys, or black troog:, were to be dnibandcd
in nhc conntry. ks LA _

The vitors, at the fame time, teok poﬂ'eﬂlon of the dx&'erent fa&mm of the F rend\
~in Bengal, and on the coufts of Coromandel , the Englifh flag was ere@ed on the walls
- of Chandcmagore, Gemain, Carical, and Mafuhpntam + the fort of Mahle, in the do-

minjons of Hyder Ally, and prote@ed by the name -of that prince, with the iflands of

‘Mauritivs and Bourben, ftrong in the number of thl:u' nnhlbstanug and tbe ad'vanuges
of thenr ﬁtuat:on, aloned:ﬁed the ﬁormof wu:. A :

oy D. 1779.] Count d’ERalng, bavmg memz_t; a confi mmtm offﬁ;m
during his ftay at Mart;mco, whither he had réturne ﬂm ; unfucc fgﬁu.l

~ recover the illand of Saint Lucia, w "'w.-.na%‘ld to open the p&ﬁnt W mtﬁ ﬁ?our '

 and effect, and mduccd 1o projed expcdmom the m& darir md M _ ;:.-
. mgﬂ the nem:al dlnnda, and whwh an T S TR
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1laudkdtd m! mmm more. “than onel:nm&hi and w ular troops st four
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ng, ﬁttiﬁed with the prote&tion he had :&'orded to his new eonqte&, re!umd, dunng
the mght to Grenada.
. ! l ok >
But .no fooner had he rcgulated the: governm:nt of that ifland, than ‘he ﬁeeml I'dr_
Martinico ; and, having there taken in an ample fopply of naval ftores, proceeded towards
Saint Chriftopher’s, and defied the Englith to battle, Incapable of forcing them in’

their own harbour, and having thus retorted the infolt that had bren fotmcrly oﬂ'cn:d to
him at Mart:mco' he dire@ed his efforts to a different qnartcr. b oy,

America had: hltherto reccived mo very cllential fervice, with ref pc& to the dire&l ope-~
rations of the war, from any co-operation of the French arins. The attempt on
Rhode Ifland, in conjun&tion with d’Eftaing, was produ&ivc of e:pencc, danger, and
lofs, uncompenfated by the (mallcft benefit. Nor was ‘the conduét of that commander

 more fatisfaélory to the Americans than the expedition itfelf was advantageous. On the
other hand, much mifchief and danger to the fouthern provinces had arifen durmg the
height of the conneétion, and were perhaps fearcely counterbalanced by the recovery of
Philadelphia; even admitting that event to have been an. indire&t confequence of the
French alliances and fuppofing thar the Britifh forees would not otherwife have evicu-
“ated that capital. It alfo afforded a juft fubjedt of complaint to the Americms. that the
proteclion, equipment, and fupply-afforded to the French flcet at Bofton, fhould produce
no better cffe&, than that immediate defertion of‘thcsr coafts, which expofed them to ﬂ\t
fouthern invafion. Upon the whole theij niew alliance had not as yet produced thofe
~ important advantages which had been certainly holden out in the 'warmth of fpecula-
tioh ; nor even that proportion of them, which might have been reafonably expected, as

well from a confideration of the - mvu which led to the conne&m, al 'of the general
, ihle of affairs, and the means and P pf the ‘ally, 5
lmprcﬂ'ed by thefe eonﬁdcmwm. the “Fiench court now ae:mwa‘fo an-"d fome
: eflential 2id to their new allies, by direéting d’Elhmg s whole fow:e 1&.‘&%' "ﬂ@me. \
© That commander, accordingly, having firlt waited to fee the homeward: bour m Ta-
dia trade clear of danger, proceeded, with two-and-twent "W __ "'_fmm‘j,,_. _.
gates, to the coaft of North America. His mu}a which was expeéted to '
complrhed with little difficulty; was the deftruétion of the force under En‘m
~ general Prevoft, and the confequent libieration of the fouthern mmfm thel?t'
 prefent danger and alarm.  The fecond was of g o ‘
- tended with much greater difficulty and danger ;- ﬁ‘%w efign ‘-,.-'
. tion with-general Wafhington, the Britifh ’ﬁ‘ﬁe"&t i\ﬁe v-York; by
 fame time ; and thus, by the reduion of that ifland a and its depe .. i '
tlle-cmfequcmrmof :umwmww,%
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“ time the king of Spwl a!cgocutmg with him for peace. His majelly, fo far from
L~ bclymg thofe fentiments which he had invariably exprefled, liftened with cagernefs
 to the advice of the king, his uncle ; and, to eonvince that prince of his perfevering
* fincerity, his majelty entrufted him, without referve, with thofe very moderate condi=
¢ tiong, on whu'.h his majefty would moft gladly have lain down hisarms.

Vi The C:t.hollc kmgoommnnmd to tho court of Lonién the.aﬂ?uranw he had
¢ yeceived from his majelty ; and he urged that court to perfe& the reconciliation which
¢ fhe had long fo earncfily affesied to defire. . But the Englifh minifter, although con-
« ftantly feigning a wifh for peace, never returned an ingenuaus anfwer  to the king of
“ Spain, but was perpetually imfulting his Catholic majefty with a tender of madmﬁbh
“ propofitions; qum: foreign from the fubjeét of difpute. :

« It was now clear, from the moft mdnfputa.ble evidence, that England did net wifh for
¢ peacey and that fhe negociated for no other purpofe but that of gaining time to make,
* the necellary preparations for war: T'he king of Spain was perfe@ly fenfible of this
# truth ; nor was he lefs fenfible how mach his own dignity was committed ; yet his
.+ * hicart anticipated the calamities of war, and he Yorgot his own wrongs, in his anxious
¢ wifh for peace. He even fuggefted a new plan for a ceflation of arms for a term of
« years, This plan was perfeétly agreeable to his majefly, on condition that the United
<« States of America fhould be comprifed in the propofal, and that, during the truce,
* they fhould be treated as independent, To render it more eafy for the king of Eng-
¢ land to fubfcribe to this effential ftipulation, his majefty confented that he fhould
“ either treat immediately with congrefs, or through the mediation of the king
“ of Spanu. P

u In mn[:qme of thefe overtures, his Catholic majefty d:fpatched hu plan to the

® court of Befides the time limited for the fufpenfion of hoftilities (during
« which the Stm_m to be confidered as independent de faé?o) bis Catholic
« majefty took “himfelf to propofe, relative to America, that each party fhould

“ haye thopd'cﬁpn ot what they occupied at the time of figning the treaty of fufpen-
“ﬁqn., nntm tothem. Such infinite paulddthehngof Spainuketoﬁopthe

o | f,'mwpnld Mhn mted ; they were, however, formally nje&ed by
Loudon. nor has that court fhewn any difpofition to peace, unlefs
_ éqndﬂmﬂm Im meﬁy lhonld abandon the Amermnc, and leave
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o gagemﬂﬁtl. to avenge their N/jeﬂme injuries, and toput ln ‘end to that tyranmcal
dd's: cmp'i'r'e whnchEngland has ufurped, and prmndsto mmnt:mf, upomheqpcah

"% This fucein ctpbfnre of the pohucal views, and the pro‘ft‘éﬁvc feml of events
« which have occafioned the prefent rupture between the courts of Verfailles and London
« will enable all Europe to draw a parallel between the condu@ of his majefty, and that
¢¢ of the king of Engl:md ; to render juftice to the purity and daru‘lpgﬁ quamcu which,
« during the whole of the difpute, has chnra&tnqu his majefty ; uul, ﬁm‘ly. all Eu-
« ¢« rope will be enabled, by this publication, to judge, which of the two fmreigm is the
« real author of the war which aflifts their kingdomns; ‘and which of the two poten-
¢ tates will be anfwerable, at th: trtbuml of Htaven, icr tbu'tmpcf calﬂnmu o«:aa-
* fioned by the war ! gl el . St A ;

- Such is the language of a manifeflo, which ftands almoﬂ: without a paulicl in the an-
nals of Evrope ; thofe annals moft certainly prefent not a more flagrant attempt tdtmpofe
on the credulity, or rather a more daring infult to the common fenfe of makind.  The
manifefto exhibits an impotent effort to fanction violence nmt-m)uﬁm,; and to convert
afts of aggreffion, the moft hoftile and’ uneqquul into proofs of a pacific’ dlfpoﬁmn.
But manifeftoes, however unfounded in truth, muft be confidered 45 a kmd of facrifice to
decency ; for, in every war,it is tobe prefumed ‘that one party mult be guilry of a fhameful
violation ot every principle of juftice and humanity 3—to fay ‘nothing of the dire& and
pofitive precepts of the Chriftian . religions;—and. it is probably a confcioufnefs of the
effe& which fuch a violation muft produce on all wel/judging minds, that gives rife tothe
publicmon of manifeftoes calculated to transfer the odium to an adyerfary.

A« juﬂ:f’ymg Memorial” foon appeared on the part of Bngllnd. in mply to the un-
founded declarations of the French ; it wasexplanatory, fpecific, and conclufive ; fome
 parts of itare worthy to be recorded in hiftory :—After tracing the origin of the nnhappy
difpute with the American colonies, it is remarked, that the cour ,,9[ Vufaillu
eafily forgotten the faith oftmmthdnties altm. gndﬂthamﬁtoc' Ve . o
endeavour ta profit by circumftances whcltw favourable to it W dtﬁgm 3
that it did not blufh to debafe. tmligmty by the feeret connecious it formed with rebel-
+ lious, fnlge&t 3 and, after having exhaufted all the ﬂmnc(ul nfo‘]cescf@erﬁdganﬂ d;f-

fimulation, it dared to avew, in the face of 2 , .
Ghﬁlmlhﬁ; had ﬁgnd.&'l h the

the fdm treaties which the mimnqg,@f. Me
,ﬁl‘l 'gﬂm of the Euglllb colonm. mkww

""“NML ’ was maintained
mmwtmﬂwbmﬁdwm;-_ er condult, in ma
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beﬁ by tarns, nay, almoft at the fame time, of lhofc rights which an enemy only is
.permmedtochlm. and of thofe maxims which regulate the obligation and pracedure of
national ffiendfhip: it was obferved, that the fincffe of the court of Verfailles, in blend-
ing nnc:ﬂ'antly two oppoﬁtuom which have no conietion, was the natural confequence
ol-' a falle anJ treacherous pohcy, whach could not bear the light of the day. "

The Engl:lh mnn"ﬁer infifted, that the full Juﬂuﬁcauon of his mafter, and the mde-
lible condemnatnon of France, might be reduced 1o the proof of two fimple, and almoft
felf.cvident prmcuplca. “The firlt of thefe was—that a profound, permanent, and on
the- mof ‘Engiand afincere and true peace, fubfifted between the two' nations, when
F'rance formed connections with the revolted colonics, fecret at firll, but afterwards pub-
lic and avowcd the fecond-ﬂ'ut mordmg to the beft acknowledged maxims of the
vights of natnons, and even according to the tenor of treaties aétually fubfifting between
the two crowns, thefe conne@ions might be regarded as infradions of the peace : and the

_publick avowal of thele connetions was equivalent to a dcclmt:on of war on the part ot'
the moft Chn!han king. ' :

The court of Verlailles was cballcnged to proye, that any of the vague enmplmm
which were focopioully feattered over the manifefto had the fmalleft foundation in truth ;
the accufaiaom of treachery were fuccefsfully repelled; and the charge of haughtmer._
and ambition wac boldly rctorted It was urged that, iffome faéls, which France en-

; hanced as the ground of their complaints, were built on a lefs fandy bafis, the Englith mi-

-

niflers had cleared thcm without delay. byi moft clear and entire juflification of the
motives and rights of their fovercign, who mrght punifh contraband trade on his coaft,
without woundmg the public repofe ; and to whom the law of nations gave an indifpu-
table nght to feize all veflels which carried arms or warlike {tores to his enemies or re-
bcll':ous, fubjecds ; that the courts of juftice were always open to individuals -of all na-
tions, and thofe muft be very ignorant . of the Britifh conﬂmtion, who could I'uppofe
that the royal authority was capable of ﬂmttmg up the means of appeal ; that every
t:me thu the court of Vetl’adles had been able to eftablifh the truth of any real injuries
“whichits fubjed@s had fuftained, ‘without the knowledge or approbation of the king of
E lmd, His majefly had given the moft fpeedy and cffectual orders to fop an' abufe,
was eq"nilly injurious to his own dignity and to the intereft of his neighbours.

lt iﬂ‘sﬁta %ﬂm‘ probability fan&ioned the conjeéture, that whilft the forces of
ngland were emg loyed in brmpn‘back to'their duty the revolted colonies of America,
fhould o(en that momt'nrtb :mwé the moft rdpe&abkpowcn of Europe, by

.:t 'J'n'. r '“

y the ptcaﬁe f;!h‘m which fubfifted between the two na-
court of Verfailles was appealed to. It was aflerted,

purt did “blnﬁ | “hfe etended in-
"ﬁéﬁ‘fﬂ“ﬂwﬁ,. hU‘J( “fi4 w?m S g ‘fﬂ&!::&
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frattions of the publick peace, which would have engaged a prince, lefs f] Farmg of his
fubjeds’ blood, to make, withouthefitation, reprifals, and to repel infult Ly orce,of arms—-
the minifter of the Moft Chriftian king fpoke the language of confidence and friendfhlp ;
and that, inflead of denouncing any defign of vengeance, with that haughty tone, which
at Jeaft fparcs injuftice from the reproaches of perfidy and diffimulation, the court of Ver-
failles concealed the moft treacherous conduét under the fmootheft profeffions—ptofef-
fions which now ferved to belie its declaration, and to call to mind thofe fentiments,
which ought to have regulated its conduét, It was called upon to acknowlcdgc, that
til] the moment that it dictated to the marquu de Noailles that declaration which had
been received as the fignal of war, it did not know any ground of comg‘-lmnt, {ufficiently
real or important, to authorize a violation of the obligations.of peace, and the faith of
treaties, to which it had fworn both in the face of heaven and earth ; and to dnfengage

from that amity, of which, to the laft moment, it had rcpeated the moft folemn and
lively alfarances.

The warlike preparations of England were declared to have been the confeguence and
not the canfe of the proceedings of France, whofe dangerous policy, without a motive,
and without an enemy, precipitated’ !he building and arming of fhips in all her ports ;
and which employed a confiderable part of her revenues in the expence of thofe'military
preparations, the neceflity or ohje& of which it was impoffible to declare : in this re-
{pe& the king of England only followed the council of his prudence, and the I'Wk of
* his neighbours, and that w:th a view to mainain the general tranquillity of Europe.

Advemng to the declaration of the French. mnuﬁer, that the Britifh luonqrch, “in-
« ftead of confining himfelf within the limits of a lawful defence, gave himfelf uptoa
“ hope of conqueft ; and that the reconciliation of Great Britain with her colomet an-
*¢ nounced on her part, a fixed projeét of re-allying them with her crown, to arm them
*¢ againft France,” the court of Verfailles was fummoned, in the face of Europe, to
produce a proof of an affertion as odious as it was bold, and to develope thofe public ope-
rations, or fecret intrigues, that could authorize the fufpicions of France, that Great,
Beitain, after along and painful difpute, offered péace to her fibje@s, with no other de.

fign than 1o wndertake a frefh wagm& a md'pe&ahlepbﬁrﬁtb wbtchﬂchad pu-'
ferudllltheamﬁ'anmofﬁ’lendhp- i '_ £ .

T6 prové thit Franceswas: mna by uqmw ﬁﬁfnmpmwwmm
king of England, who had never failed in his legitimate engagement, the French minifter

was referied to the treaty figned at Paris, on the tenth of February, 1768, mmw i
- Brtannic, Moft Cbn&im. Qatholm. :ml Mot !’gmbtnl .mpﬁm.
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¢ not only never to permit any hoftilities by land or fea, but even to procure recipro=
“@ cally, on every occafion, all that can contribute to their mutual glory, intercht, and
_* advantages, without giving any fuccour or protc&aon, dnmﬂl or indirectly, to thofe
“ who would do any prejudice to one or other of the high contu&mg parties.” Such
was the {acred engagement which France had contradted with Great Britain ; ‘and the
latter very juftly maintained, that fuch a pmafc ought to bind with greater {trength and
energy againft the domeﬂuc rebels, than the torengn enemies of the two crowns, The
revolt of the Americans, it was contended, put the fidelity of the court of Verfailles to
the proof; if France had intended to fulfil her duty, it was unpoﬂible for her to have
miftaken it ; the fpirit.as well as the letter of the treaty of Paris impofed on her an ob-.
ligation'té big her ports againft the American veflelsy to forbid her fubjeéts to have any .
commerce with that rebellious people 5 and not to afford either fucconr or protetlion to.
the domeftic enemics of a crown with whom fhe had fworn a fincere and inviolable

friendfhip. ' et
It was obferved, that after the declaration of independance, the agents of the revolted
colonies, who were anxious to draw from Europe thofe military aids, without which it
P was impoffible for them to continue the war, endeavoured to penetrate into and fertle in
the diffcrent ftates; but that France was the only power which would afford them an
, afylum. hopes, and affiftance. The difficulty.of preventing, in all cafes, illicit com=~
. merce, was readily acknowledged ; but it was infifted, that the condu@ of the French
merchanu, who furnifhed America not only with ufeful and neceflary merchandmc but
even with faltpem. gunpowder, arms, and art:llery, loudly proclaimed that they were
affured not only of impunity, but of the prote&tion and favour of the minifters of the
court of Verfailles. '

To eﬁahhfh beyond the reach of confnntuou. the hoftile difpofition, and aggreﬂivc
coudu& of. France,,;ho Englith minifters adverted to fa@s, of fuch profeffed notoriety,
as to prednde the chance of t;ontrad;&non ; they mentioned the proceedings of a com«

ny, affociated for the exprefs purpofe of fupplying the Americans with whatever could

$Wl& and maintain the fire of mevolt; the chief of the enterprize was publickly

o named : his hqufc was cﬁahhlhed at Paris; his. comfpoudems at Dunkitk, Nantz, and
Bonr&wx, were equally koown : the immenfe magmnuwhuch they formed, and.
which rhey replcu;ﬁmd every day, m laden in fhips that they built’ or honght, and
they fearcely mmwm or :heym of their Mmumm boihe |

__¢‘..‘l, l,!fl%ﬁ‘ .;' ’j;t\

" Thefe faéts which emld hamﬁdmd only as mmﬁﬂ: quohu of the fmh of trea«
\ Qﬂnm @llﬁiqm,ﬂ; inukiplied, and the Britifh ambaffador had diligently communicated

iy .

hl 8 and proofs to the court of Vcrﬁqllen .he even pointed out the names,
"‘,be‘& | qualily of the fhips, that'the.commercial agents of America had fitted out'
“in the ports of mu..u mmmm wailike flores, and even French offie:
TN cers,
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cers whe' had - én’.':gcd in the fervice of the revolted colonies: the duties, places, and
perfons were always fpecified, with a precifion that afforded the minifters of his Moft
Chuiftian’ majefty the greate@ facility, of being affured of thefe reports, and of| ftopping -
in time the progrefs of thefe illicit armaments. Numerous examples, demonfirative of
the negle@ of the court of Verfaillesto fulfil the conditions of peace, and of its conftant
attention to nourifh fear and difcord, were cited ; and the following quotation was made
from a fhort memorial prefented by lord Stormont. to the count de Vergennes, in the
mouth of November, 1777, as giving a juft, though very imperfe idea of the wrongs
which Britain had fo often fuftained :—¢ There is a fixty-gun fhip at Rochefort, and an
« Eafi-India fhip, pierced for fixty guns, at 1'Orient, which are deftined for the fervice
« of the rebels, They are laden with different merchandize, and freighted by Meflrs.
¢« Chaumont, Holken, and Sabaticr. The fhip )’Heureux failed friom Marfeilles the
« twenty-fixth of September, wnder another nawe: fhe goes ftraight to New Hamp-
¢ fhire, though it is pretended fhe is bound to the French ilands; They have been
« permitted to take on board three thoufand mufquets, and twenty-five thoufand pounds
¢ of fulphur ; a merchandize as neceflary to ‘the Americans, a5 ufelefs to the iflands,
¢¢ This thip is commanded by M. Lundi, a French officer of diftinétion, formerly lieu-
“ tevant to M. de Bougainville. 1.’Hippopotame, belooging to the Sicur Beaumarchais,
¢ will have on board four thoulsnd mufquets, and many warlike ftores for the ufe of the
*¢ rebels. There are about Fifty French fhips laden with ammunition for the ufe of the
¢¢ rebels, preparing to fail to North America, They will go from Nantz, 'Orient,
« Sdint Malo, Havre, Bourdeaux, Bayonne, and other dMﬁﬂt&"—waen followed
the names of the perfons gruu:tpally mwrcﬂcd. - 3

Various other a&s of agyeﬁan wem‘l'pm&ed and dem'lod Shqu. it was nﬁrmed,
had been purchafed and acrived in France to cruize in the European fcas, nay, even on
the coalts of Great Britain : to fave appearances, the captains ot thefe corfairs hoified the
- American. flag, but their crews were always compofed of a great number of Frenchmen,
who entered with impunity, under the very eyes of the govemors and officers of the
maritime provinces : @ numerous {warm of thcﬁeot&-'l,mm&y a fwmdwm‘
failed from the French ports: and, after cruifing it the Bri :
{belter in the fame ports : thither they brovught their pﬁwmtm 1eakdm-
fice, which they fometimes vouchfafed to employ, the prizes were fold, publicly and
commodionfly enough, in the fight of the royal officer, always iﬂ'pﬁﬁ to protcét the
commerce of thofe traders, who violated the laws, to conform to the French miniftry.
The corfairs enriched themfelves with the fpoils of M,ﬂttm C*Hs-*and, after have.
ing profited of full liberty to repair their lofles, pﬁth%wm and prouu all
warlike flores, gunpowder, cannon, and rigging, which might ferve for new cuterprizes,
they departed freely from the fame ports to make uew cruizes. The Reprifal privateer,
which had brought Franklin, agent to the revolted colonies, to Europe, was received, with
1wo prizes fhe had takcn, in her poflcdlion ; fhe remluml in the port of Nantz as h&; as

fhe
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fhe thought convenient; put twice to fea to plander the fubjef&ts of England ; and went -
quietly into I'Orient with the new prizes fhe hiad made.

Notwithftanding the (trongelt reprefentations of the Britifh ambaflador, notwithftand-
ing the moft folemn affurances of the French minifters, the captain of that corfair was
permitted to ftay at ’Orient as long as it was neceffary to refit his fhip, to provide fixty-
barrels of gunpowder, and to receive:as many French feamen as chofe to engage with
him. Furnithed with. thefe reinforcements, the Reprifal failed a third time from the
ports of France, and prefently formed a little fquadron of pirates, by the conneéted
junétion of the Lexington and the Dolphin, two privatcers, the firft of which had al-
ready. carried more than one prize into the river of Bourdeaux ; and the other, fitted out
at Nantz, and manned entircly by Frenchmen, had nothing American but the coms
mander. Thefe three fhips, which fo publickly enjoyed the protetion of the court of
Verfailles, in a fhort time afterwards took. fifteen Britifh veflels, the greareft part of
which were taken into the ports of France, and fecretly fold. Similar inftances -of ag-
grefive conduét were adduced in the Erench lﬂands in the Welt-Indies. R

To the fuft reprefentations of the Britith ambaﬂ'ador. on the fubje@ of the privateers
which were fitted out in the French:ports under American colours, the miniflers of his
hriftian majefty replied, with expreffions of furprize and indignation, and by a
&i&:v‘i declaration, that attempts, fo contrary to the faith of treaties, and the public
tranquillity, fhould never be fuffered.  But the train of events foon manifelted th~mcon-
ftancy, or rather the falfhood of the court of Verfailles; and the Englifli ambaffador.
was ordered to reprefent to the French minifters the ferious, but inevitable confequences
of their policy, He fulfilled his commiffion with all the confideration due to a refpectable
power, the prefervation of whofe friendfhip was defired, but with a friendfhip worthy of
a fovereign, and a nation little accuftomed todo or to fuffer injuftice. The court of
Verlailles was called upon to explain. its conduét, and its intentions, without dclay or
evafion ; and the king of Encland propoled to it the aliernative of peace or war,
rance chofe peace, in order to wound her enemy more furely and fecretly, withoue
-}m; any thing to dread from her jultice. She feverely condemned thofe fuccoars and
armaments, which the principles of public equity would not perait her to jultify, She -
declared to the Britifh ambaffador, that fhe was refolved to banifth the American corfairs
immediately from all thé ports of France, never to return again ; and that fhe would
take, in future, the moft precautions to prevent the fale of prizes taken from
the fuhjedts of Great Britain. \The orders given to that effe aftonifhed the partifans of
the rebels, andfeemed to check ghe progrefs of the evil: but fubjets of complaint fprang
up again daily ; nd :ﬂ# in which thefe orders were firft cluded, then violated,
ngth, ent ' by rb merchants, privateers, nay, even by the royal

.” by‘wm 01 frlendlbap, mth which the court of
-~ Verfailles
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Verfailles accompanied thofe mfra&uons of peace, until the very moment that the treaty
of alliance, which it had figned with the agents of the revolted American: colonies, was'

announced by the Frcnch nmb:ﬂ'ador in London.

If a foreign enemy, acknowledged by all the powers of Europe, had conqu:red the
Britifh American dominions ; and if France had confirmed, by a folemn treaty, an aé of
violence, that had plundered, in the midft of a profound peace, a refpectable néighbour of
whom fhe ftiled herfelf the friend and ally; all Europe would have flood up againft the
injuftice of her condu, which fhamefully violated all that is moft facred among men,
The firfl difcovery, the uninterrupted poficfion of two hundred years, and the confent
of all nations, were fufficient to afcertain the rights of Great Britain over the lands of
North America, and its fovereignty over the people that had fettled there, with the per-
miffion, and under the government of the predeceflors of the king of England. Ifeven
this people had dared to fhake off the yokeof authority, or rather of the laws; if they
had ufurped the provinees and prerogatives of their fovercign ; and if they had fonght the
alliarice of ftrangers to fupport their pretended independence : thofe firangers could not, it
was contended, accept their alliance, ratify their ufurpations, and acknowledge their in-
dependence, without fuppofing that revelr hath more extenfive rights than thofe of war;
‘and without granting to rebellions fubjeéts a lawful title to conqueft, which they could
not have made, but in contempt both of law and juftice. The fecret encmies of ptz~e
—faid the Britifh minifter—of England, and, perkaps of France herfelf, had neverthe-"

s, riecriminal dexterity to perfuade his dVioft Chriftian majefty, that he could, with-

out violating the faith of treaties, publickly declare, that he received the revolted {ubjects
of a king, his neighbour.and ally, into the number of his allies. The profeflions of
friendfhip ‘which accompanied that declaration, which the marquis de Noailles was or-
deied to make to the court of London, only ferved to aggravate the injury by the in-
fult ; and it was referyved for France to boaft of pacific difpofitions, in the very inftant that
~ her ambition inftigated her to execute and avow an a& of perfidy, nnempled in the hif-
to:y of nations. : .
~In mfm to the offertion that it "ml not tho«a&mwlﬂgiwmﬂ} ﬂé. nceﬁ\f
-+ America that had enraged the king of England, who could not be wt of all the

~ examples of the like kind that the Britifh annals, even of his own mgn. furnifh, it was
propesly obferved, that no fuch examples exifted; that the g of England never ac-
knowledged the mdependenoe of a people, who had thaken Aff the y&e t’ﬁenrlaw‘ful
prince ; and a concern was exprefled, that the ‘miniftersof | “Moft Chrifti: naje&y
- dhould have cheated the piety of their Iovérmgnﬂbm .wﬁ_ fo refpeétable a name,
-~ allerticns, without any fomﬂauon or likchhobd, which were contra ited by the memory
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- The memorial concluded with a well-founded obfervation, that the declaration of the
marquis de Noailles was afignal of the public infralion of the peace—in confequence of
which the king of England dire@ly proclaimed | to all natiops that he accepted the war
‘which France offered ; the laft proceedings of his majefty, it was maintained, was rather -
the offspring of his prudence than his juftice ; and Europe was left to judge if the court
of London wanted means to- * juftify a declaration of war, and if fbe did not dare to
* accufe France publickly of being the aggreffor.” ‘

Such is the fubflance of the Britith memorial, publifhed a5 a reply to the French
manifefto ; the falls it exhibits are ftrong, pointed, and unanfwerable, and the arjamqtq
it containg are gencrally conclufive ; but unhappily there is no earthly tribunal endued
with power to enforce, on fuch occafions, the verdi& which jultice would di®ate ; to
check the dc&m&iu efforts of ambition ; to reftrain the luft of conqueit ; to avert the
deadly effeCls of national enmity ; and to fruftrate the fatal proje@s of revenge. The
die was already calt ; the flames of war were widely diffufed; and amidft the clang of
arms, reafon but feldom can exert her falutary fway. - ¢ _

The intrigues of France had prevailed in thé cabinet of Madrid ; and the Spanifh am
baflador having quitted London, the two branches of the houfe of Bourbon formed a *

» Tun&ion of their naval forces, amounting to fixty-fix fail of the line, with which they

triumphantly entered the Britith-channel. This decifive fuperiority compelled the

Englifh fleet to feek for refuge in its own ports ; while the inhabitants Briti
coafl were in momentary expe@ation that the enemy would effeék a defce%
Plymouth trembled for her fafety. But the dread of the approaching equinoxial ftor
fuperinduced a {feparation of the combined fleets, after they had captured the Ardent, an
Englifh fhip of the line ; and the French failors, in their return to port, communicated

to their countrymen a peftilential diforder, which raged for fome time in differcat parts
of the kingdom, ' . _

) Witha view to encreafe the emparraflments of England, and to divide her force, Spain,
" with a confiderable army, formed the memorable fiege ot Gibraltar ; an enterprize which
had a contrary effeét to that it was intended to produce, and finally terminated in the

' ﬁfjm.ﬂf Spain, and the exultation of her foe. The land forces were entrufted to the
eochumul of Don Altarez; Don Barcello blocked vp the harbour with a number of

| ' ile Don Lewis de Cordova, with twelve fhips of the line, was

to its operations.

" Amidf the rage of waw/Lewis the Sixteenth difplayed that regard for ience which had
uﬂyformcdlﬁem feature of his reign ; and while his operations againft the
_enemy were marked by the vtmoft vigour of exertion, two fhips obtained l:; voluntary a,l]:
'hmnulﬂc' nourdbl eumpt‘ sotion from the hoftile attempts of the French flects, FPreviousto t
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‘cémmencement of hoftilitics, the Englifh had fent two velTels into the South Seas, com-.
manded by-apuins Cook and Clerke, to explore the ‘coalts and ‘iflands of japan and Ca-
liforria ; the return of thofe veffels was hourly expe@ed in Europe ; and Lewis, with-
that confiderate. humanity which refiects the brighteft luftre on his.chara&er, command-
ed his naval officers, by a circular Jetter, to abftain from hoftilities againft thofe fhips; and
26 treat them, in all refpedts, as neutral veflels. "The letters alfo mentioned captain |
Cook, who had long diftinguifhed himfelf in fucceflive voyages of difcove‘rydn terms of
the higheft refpeét; but that celebrated navigator did not live to enjoy this grateful tefti-
mony of his merit; having already fallen a vi&tim to the blind fury of the faviges, in,
ong of the newly-difcovered iflands,

A.D, 1780, ] To augment thofe refources which' were indifpenfibly requtc for the -
fupport of the war, M, Neckar, who now prefided over the finances of France, exerted
his talents in the tafk of rcform. Not afingle department of the revenue efcaped his:
vigilance and attention ; rigid economy- and judicious improvements precluded the necef~
fity of additional/impofts ; and a variety of dnneceflary offices in the houf¢hold of the:

~ king and gueen were abolifhed, at the. exrrefs requifition of their mqeﬂnu, whole con-
, cern for the eafe of their fubjeéts, and the general welfare of the kingdom, led to the -
adopuon of many other important regulatiom.. -
L ' o
The ual and 1ndnﬁry of the direCtor-general ot the finances were rivalled by the ad-
refs of rench minifters at the different coirts of Europe.  Fearful left the intimate
/ﬁ on wluch had fubfifted between the Englith and Ruflians might lead to-an alli=
ance hoﬂ:lc to the interelts of France, the French ambaffador at the court of Pcterfburg‘n
was mﬁru&cd at this critical juncture; to conciliate the inclinations of the .emprefs, by:
 every compl:ancc that the honour of his country would permit; andthe fearsof France
* were foon extinguifhed by a manifefto as favourable to the views of the court of Ver- .
failles, as it was unpropitious to thofe of St. James’s.  The jealoufy that had been ex-,
cited by the former afccndancy of Great Britain, and the dominion to which fhe had at-
tained on the fea, had even extended, and-been nourifljed by, the m&dlﬁmbpwawf {
the north 3 the emprefs of Ruflia embraced the : opportunity to emndiptte'lier commeree, "‘
from the controul of the. Engh{hg and was readily. perfuaded, by . the ;ambaffador oE
France, to place herfelf at the head of a.confederacy formed of.hm' northern nelghbonl’l..
She nccordm;ty ;addreffed a decliration to the courtsof Lbndon t’rfa“r’lld!‘, and hllthﬁl
in which, after expatiating at large on the juftice and mederatiopSf which fhe bad g‘:’un. :
fuch convincing proofs in the courfe of her war with the Quyb an'"*:f'm‘t‘:; and the ftrict -
regard which fhe had always fhewa for the rights of neutrality a lti?cunmdae in gencral,’
fhe lamented that her example had not h&n.pcrmim&-togiﬁﬂ;u tiee the prefent belligerent .
powers, but that her fubjes had been precluded from the peace ¢ enjoymer A
fruits of their induftry, and the advantages helonging to neutral nations ; ‘that they had |
heen molelted in their navngat:on, and retarded in their operations, by the ips lnﬂ»'H‘b
. vlm,
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watcers of the contending fovéreigns; and that (he found: herfelf, with concern, undée
the neceffity of removing thofe yexations which were offered to the commerce of Ruf-
fiain particular, and to that of Europe in general, by all the means compatible with heg
own dignity, and with the welfare of her fubjecis. "
She proceeded to demand that neutral fhips fhould enjoy a free navigation, even from,
port to port, and on the coafts of the belligerent powers ; that all the effeds belonging
- to thofe powers thould be looked upon as free on board fuch neatral fhips, excepting only
thofe goods that were agreed to be contraband, as arms, ammunition, and warlike flores;
that if any fuch were found, beyond what might properly appertain to the fhip's crew or
paflengers, they might be feized and confilcated according to law; but neither the
vefiels, paffengers, nor the reft of the goods, were to be detained for that reafon, nor hine
dered from purfuing their voyage ; that thefe principles were to ferve as rules in the ju;
dicial proceedings and femtences upon the legality of prizes; and ber imperial majefly
declared, that to render them &ill more refpeéted, and to protect the honour of her flag,
fhe had given orders to fit out a confiderable naval force. The kings of Denmark and
Sweden immediately acceded to the declarations of the emprefs of Ruffia; rhe States-
» general of the United Provinces, after that delay which geneally prevails in the delibe-
zations of the Republic, followed their example ; and this formidable confederacy af= .

ed the title of the Armed Neutrality, and engaged to make a common caufe of it at

*# fea, againft any of the powers that fhould violate the principles %hich had been laid

down in the Ruffian memorial, b \\l
“The king of France haftened publickly to deciare his entire approbation of a meafu ;

the adoption of which his minifters had been long fecretly endeayouring to promote. Ho
declared that what her imperial majefty claimed from the belligerent puwers was nothing
elfe than the rules prefcribed to the French navy ; the execution of which was enfou'c_:d
- with an exa@nefs known and applauded by all Europe. He heartily coincided withi -
the principles and views of the emprefs ; and he aflerted, that from the meafures fhe had
now adopted, folid advantages would undoubtedly refult not only to her fubjeélts, but
>’likewifc to all nations, " ot : ‘« 4

‘While France, thus fuceefsful in the cabinet, fecured the friendfhip of the northsrn
potentates, the arms of her kindred ally received a deep and defperate check, A §pam£h
fleet of eleven thips of Yhe line and two frigates, cruifing near Cape Saint Vincents,
under the command of DY Juan de Langara, were encountered, on the fixteenth of
January, by a Britith fieet 5 fuperior force, commanded by admiral Rodney, the obje
of whofe deftinavion was the relief of Gibraltar. The Spaniards difp}aycd great gallantry
in maintaining, Jor a confiderable time, the unequal conflié@t; but they were una’b!c. 80 .
avert that fate which an inferior force muft ever expe@ to incur. . Onc of their _ﬁ_tlp!, :

~ the Saint Domingo, of feventy guns and fix hundred men, was blown up in the nﬁ;;

G2
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The admiral’s fhip, the Phetnix of eighty guns, with four more fhips of feventy guns,
- were taken ; another of the fame rate was driven afhore and defiroyed ; and the reft of the
fleer, after fuftaining confiderable damage, efcaped with difficulty into the nmgbbounng
ports. Admiral Rodney immediately purfued his courfe to G braltar ; relieved the gar-
rifon of that fortrefs ; then repaffing the ftreights, fteered to the Weft Indies, after de-
taching admiral Digby, with his prizes and part of his fquadron to 'Great Britain, who,
on his pallage, fell in with and captured the Prothé, a French man of war ef fixvy-four

guns.

Nor was this the only difafter which arofe from the foolifh perfeverance of Spain in -
the fruitlefs fiege of Gibraltar, France had, during the winter, at an iinmenfe expence,
continued thofe preparations, the obje& of which was togrve the allies a decifive fuperi-
drity at fea; but the medirated jun@ion of the combined flcets was retarded by the ob-
flinacy of the Spaniards, who confined their hoftile attempts to that impregnable for«
trefs ; and the fhips of France were confined in their haibours, by the fuperior force of
Great Britain, whofe naval armaments. the was not able to encounter fingly. Admiral
Geary, with the Englifh fleet, continued vigilantly to ~obferve their motions, and the
Anms. the Pearl, the Capricienfe, the. Nymphe, and the Belle- Poule, fwelled the nume
ber of frigates, loft to France in the fpace of a few monthl. to eight, befrdes the count
d’Artois,, a private {Rip of war, carrying fixty-four guns. The chevalier de Kerg"trtcm,\__‘
who commaoded the Belle-Poule, diftinguifhed. himfclf by a bloody and gallant refift-
ance : pGugh. his_thip. mounted only. thirtystwo guns, and the enemy he encountered -

\/)f&.l, he mamtamcd the combat with undaunted refolution : when mortally
wounded, he continued to exclaim ¢ Courage, mes enfans I vourage I" and expired while
animating to farther exertions his courageous crew. On hisdeath the command devolved |
op his firft Jicurenant, M. la Motte Tabourel, who emulated the heroic valour of his .

_ . captain, and, for three quarters of an hour, defended the BellesPoule with equal vigour,

" He then reluantly firuck his flag, the fhip being on the point of finking, = Six. feet -

water were in the hold ; fixteen fhot in the hull of the fhip: the mafls and yards .

- broken ; the fails and rigging cut to pieces ; the captain and twenty-four men killed ; "
and the fecond captain, with fifty men, wounded. The chevalier du Reémainy in the

Nymphe, had difpiayed fimilar bravery.in the defence of his fhip; equal in force to the .

enemy, he only yiclded to her fnpenor fortune ; before the colours of lhe Nymphe were

ftricken, two.thirds of her crew were killed and wounded ; and

the chevalier du Remain himfelf,

war had efcaped from Breft in fmall divifions, and repwbd  Cadiz ; and as the cope -
bined fleets were cruifing off €ape St, Vincent, formne\ feemed difpofed to make them
ample amends for their former difappointments, A rich and extenfive convoy for the

Britith poficfions in the Ealt and Wedt Indies had wmwmmw
qom,

-
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prote&ion of s fingle fhip of the line, and only two frigates ; and Don Louis de Core
dova, who commanded the allied fguadrons, was agrecably furprifed, on the cighth of
Avgult, with the fight of this valuable and defencelefs fleet. A fignal was made for a
general chace ; the fhips of war efcaped by their Tuperior failing ; bot five Eaft India.
men, and fifty veffels bound to the Weft Indies, were taken and carried into Cadiz ; the
former, befides arms and ammunition, with a train-of artillery, conveyed naval ftores for
the fapply of the Britith fquadron-in that quarter ; and the latter contained tents and
camp equipage for the troops defigned for altive fervice in the Leeward 1flinds; bur the
greateft lofs which Great Britain {uftained, on this occafion, was that of fifteen hundred
and twenty feamen, and twelve hundred and fifty-fiye foldiers, who became the caprives .

of the houfe of Bourbon,

In the Well Indies, M, de la Motte Piquet, with four {Kips of the line, attacked, on
the twentieth of March, a {maller fquadron of the Englifh under commodore Corne
wallis ; the ation, which continued. the whole night and partof ‘the following day,
was totally indecifive, not a fhip beingtaken on either fide,  The Freneh admiral, hay-
ing fuflained confiderable damage, and being anxious to join the grand fleet, left the ene-
my in.a difabled fiate, and bore away for Cape Frangois. The countde Giiichen had
failed from Breft to fupply the placc-of count d’Eftuing ; the fleet under his command, | |

P‘}I.'.;,cn united, confifted of twenty-three fhips of the line, befides frigates ; and, on the
feventeenth of April, he fell in with admiral Rodney, whofe force did not exceed twenty .
fhips of the line.  Anengagement enfued, which, like the other, was maintained with
great obflinacy, and proved equally indecifive. “The French retired to Guadalodge, for \‘
the purpofe of refitting their fhattered veflels ; while the Enghifh, refolute to iﬁﬁ\ _

aftion, preferved their ftation off the ifland of Martinico. o BeL
As foon as the count de’Guichen had repaired his fhips, he again failed to encounter’
the enemy : on the evening of the filicenth of May the hoftile flects engaged, but afier

a fruitlefs effafion of human blood, night pirted the combatants ; who again met,on the -

pineteenth of the fame month, when a third aétion enf. ued, equally partial and indecifive.
ut though the Freoch, in thele different engagements, had. no advantage to hoa&. they..
neverthelefs convinced the-Englifh that the decided (uperiority on which they had heen
accuftomed to reckon, in naval encounters, no longer exifted ; for whatever inferiority
there. mi.ﬂfl‘ jhe.‘o(n' g_h'g part of thc cpmmon-feamen of the French fieet, there appeared
to be no inferiority, Wih‘tfpe&, either to naval fkill or courage, in the French officers.

A

c i joined, in : ilh fquadron, hut
The count de Guichen wie joined, in the menth of June, by Spanifh {q ,

the refufal of its admiral tofconcur in any attack o the Englifh fertlements, totally def- -
UM!MBM;#% periority which that junétion.afforded him.. 'I'h'un dcbmcd.' )
by the fuperflaous caution of his colleague, from all hoftile mcmpu,ﬁ l;: 1fcl;:tl ﬂ;;‘:'
ity to efcort the homeward-bound trade towards Europe ; the fickly fiate of his..
mmmmﬂ bou va :
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men induced him to continue his voyage, and he condu®ed the rich flcet he had undere

taken to convoy in fafety to Cadiz. He was there Joined by the count d’Eftning, who

-affumed the chief command ; the fleet of France, by this.union, was fwelled te fix-and-

thirty fail of the line; but the thips themfelves were foul and out of sepait, and the

feeble condition of the crews fo far precluded the poffibility of attack, that, though the .
French admiral, on his paflage, fell in with an Eoglifh flicet of only twenty fhips of

the line, he ﬂud:ouﬂy avonded an engagement, and purfued hu courle ' to the ports of

France.

The Englifh, meanwhile, had been anxious to avail themfelves of the inallivity of
the French in America, and, hy the redu@ion of Charles Town, had excited a confide=
able alarm throughout that continent. The earneft folicitations of the United States,
at length, awakened the French minifiry to a juft feofe of the importance of affording

~ effeftual fupport to their allies ; and, in the beginning of May, the count de Rochams
beau was detached from Breft with a firong body of troops, and the chevalier de Temay
with feven fhips of the line and feveral frigates.  Six thonfand of the troops were land-
- ed, on the tenth of July, at Rhode Ifland, which, during the courfe of the preceding
year, had been evacuated by the Britifh, and now acknowledged the authority of the

. United States.

Count Rochambeau was highily flattered with the reception he experientced from fhe~
Americans, who appointed a committee from the general affembly of Rhode Ifland to
congpffulate him on his arrival ; and the fatisfation evinced by the latter was greatly en»

teafed by the declaration of the French commander, that his fovereign would never
fheath the {fword until the independence of America was fecured; that the troops he had
brought over were only the vanguand of a much greater forec that was deftined to their
aid ; and that he had the king’s orders to aflure them that the whole power of France
fhould be exerted for their {upport; he added, that the French tropps were under the
firi@elt difcipline, and, fubje& to the orders of general Walhington, would live with
the Americans as their brethren. _ . :

Rhode 1fland was allotted, as a place of arms, by the United States, to their allies;
and count Rochambean, while he awaited the promifed reinforcement, diligently ema
ployed his troops in repairing and firengthening the works on the ifland ; a precaution

~ on which he had foon after reafon to congratulate himfelf, )qmal Clinton and admi-
ral Arbuthnot, returned, after the dedu&ion of Charles Tovya to New York, formed a
plan of attack againft the French fleet and army ; but al Waﬂwlg:on. having dif-
covered their intentions, croffed the North River mthggz thoufand men ; and the
'Englifh commander, fenfible of the dauger to which his abfen qn& exppfe New York,
nbnndonedhnptoje&. ¢ Ch ki e ety G iy ol
=g , ' ' FErE T : ke 1
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Wourfc_.of the war..

Vi
Al

A plan, fotmed by the French and their allies, proved equally abortive. Tt Was ex=

pe@ed that Monficur de Guichen, from tke Weft India iflands, would fteer his courfe -

to America, to join the frefh fhips of M. Ternay » and that the grand army, under ge-
neral Wafthington, being alfo reinforced by the troops of Rochambeau, an attack by fea

and land might be made on the Britith troops at New York, with fuch a fuperiority of -

force, as muft have enfured fuceefs ; the redu@ion of lard Cornwallis’s detachment to
the fouthward muft naturally have enfued ; and the marquis de la Fayerte was to have
proceeded, with a confiderable army, on a winter, expedition againft Canada.

In expeQation of thefe events, la Fayette publifhied a preparatory memorial, addreffed .

s

to the French Canadians; and calling upon them, by all the ancient ties of allegiance, . |

blood, religion, and country; as well as by the natural-defire of recovering their loft li-.
berties, ta be ready to join and afift him ; and holding out all the feverities of war, and

all the:terrors of military execution, to thole, if any fuch there were, who, blindly per-

verfe to-their-own interefts, and forgetful of all thofe. ties and duties, fhould, in any
manner: oppofe the arms or impede the:generous defigns of their deliverers; but when.
the diligence of Wathington had fwelled his armys to twenty thoufand men, the whole:
projeét wasdifconeerted by the departure of the count de Guichen for Europe, which -
expofed the Americans to as fevere a dilappointment as any they had experienced during

’ B -
The count’s departure, which was juftified by the bad flate of his fhips, prcferve;!"him;
from thofe. calamities' in which the Weit lndia illands were foon after involved. A
hurricane, which raged with a degree of violence that baffles all defcription, (pread defo-
lation, both by fea-and land, throughout that quatter of the world. At Maninice, the
beautiful town of Saint Picrre, built upon the fhore, was entirely overwhelmed and-

wafhed away ; the fown of Balfe-terre in Guadaloope fhared the fame fate : fixty fail of

tranfports from France, jult arrived at Martinico with ftores, and two thoufand five hun-

dred troops on hoard, were driven out to fea, and almoft all fwallowed up by the waves.
he Experiment of fifty guns, with the Juno of forty, and feveral other French ffigates,
ere totally loft. - Grenada and Saint-Vincent's, equally prefented a fcene of terror and
defolation ; “and i the latter oot a fingle houle was capable of withftanding the fury of
the florm: ~ The Britifh fettlements and marine fuffered alfo, in a proportionate degree :
lamﬁ'n, 'Btrbado«,- and ‘Saint Lucia, were the principal 'vi@tims to-its rage : admiral
Rydn&,,“ﬁiﬁ'ii&uﬁ""!hih of the line, had fortunately proceded to the coaft of Ame~
rica ; but.the Andromeda and &H.Bﬁﬁmﬁi‘gﬁus, were both wrecked on the coaft of
‘Martinico. The humanity of Ihat{glﬂaht' officer, th marquis de Bouillé, governor gefncral
of the French "Weft India+iflands, fhone forth, on this occafion, with diftinguifhed
Juftre ;'&hkty-oﬁe ﬁghﬂ!fadou, the fcanty remnant that was {aved from ‘thc crews of-l;he ;
Aodromeda and Laurel, wese fent by the marquis, under a flag of trucc, to the B:;;f:‘
cisdy 1 - ' comin :

4
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commodore at Saint Lucia, with a lettcr. in which ke doelami, that he could not conﬁ.
der in the light of enemies, men who had fo narrowly efcaped in a contention with the
force of the clements ; he expreffed his concern that their number was !’o qull. and that

none of the officers had been faved.

- mr

The events of the campaign, though by ne means adverfé; bad neither anfwered the
fanguine expedtations of the court of Verlailles, nar been produétive of thofe decifive

advantages which the minifters of France had hoped to derive from the united force of

the houfe of Bourbon. But that confederacy foon acquired additional ftrength from the
daring beldnefs of their encimy. Great Britain, by the capture of an American packet,
. on board of which was Mr, Laurens, late préfident of the Congrefs,dbtalmd pofleflion
of the fketch of a treaty of amity and commerce, hetween the Republic of Holland and
the United Srates of America, which appeared to be in a train of negociation, and was
approved by Van Berkel, a chief magifirate of the city of Amfterdam. This difcovery
gave fo much offence to the court of London, that the Englifh ambaffador at the Hague
received ordersto prefent a memorial, dated the tenth of November, in which the States
General were informed, that it appeaced, from the papers of Mr. Laurens, that ¢ the
* States of Amflerdam had entered into a clandeftine correfpondence with the American
“ rebels, fo carly asthe month of Auguft, 1788 ; rhatinfiruftions and powers had been

“ given by them, for the purpofe of entering into a treaty of indiffoluble inendnup-rl

“ with the faid rebels, natural fubjects of a fovereign to whom the Republic was united
“.by the ftri€left ties of friendfhip ;* his Britannic ‘majefty, therefore, reqmred that fo
- irregular a.condud® might be formally difavowed ; and alfo infifted ¢ on fpeedy fatisfac-
* tion, adeguate to the offence, and the exemplary pumﬁxmm of the penfionary Van
& Bcrl:cl and his accomplices, as difturbers of ‘the public ‘peace, and wiolators of the
4 rights of nations.”~—The States' General not giving an immediate anfwer to this me-
morial, the demand centained in it was prefled by the Britifh ambaffador, in repeated cone
ferences, and in a fecond memorial. Their recorder was then dire@ed to wait on him,
aud to inform him, that his memoridl had been taken ad referendum by the deputtu
of the refpeftive provinces, according to the received cuftom and conftitution of gover .

ment ; and that chey would endeavour to frame.an anfwer tohumnd,‘u foon asthe

nature of their government would permit.  This gave fo little fatisfation to the Bris

tith court, who had the moft convincing proofs of the treachery of the Dutch, that
their ambaflador was ordered to withdraw d'nqadnﬂ:gu:. and ;rﬂecknt‘mwéf war

againft Holland was publifhed on the twentieth of December ; a meafure dmh was re-

«ccived at Paris with apey exultation, and which nmﬂ'miy thm-thlt npnbh into the
arms of Frmc, L 4

A.D, 1781, 1" The French minifters, aﬂmtolpul'nhcmﬂy in eve
fan&ioned with their approbation a fcheme, propofed. by the bml;!l'

- -

y quarter, |
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effor thgy promﬂd. could not avert, the final fubmtﬁenrof the

M r,heuﬂour ef the marquis de Bouillé-was encreafed by the dificulties he had to

encounter: qn;lu?hram‘ fun, he, in perfon, ocmdn&ed his troops throngh the mon:

lntrmm of the ifland ; to unite terror to forcc he reduced two of the neighbour-

plantations to afhes ; and the mhabltants. hopelcﬁ of fuccour, at Iength confented

rrender.  The marquis, neither elated hy {uccefls, nor provoked by ‘the obltacles

‘. ﬁmr perfennnta had prefented, ft an example of gencerofity to a)l other commanders,

in a fimilar fituation, and granted to the vanquifhed the fame favourable condmons as,.
'had beu euendcd to the mhab:tanta of. Dominica,

'rebqo l‘m! no fp,aner fubmlm& to tbe dominion of France, than the Britifh fleet,
under admiral Rodney, appeared in fight. M. de Graffe immediately got under fail, amL .
offered tha enemy battle ; but the Englifh, foiled in their efforts to prevent the reduion
of the iﬂand declined the encounter; and the French admiral re-conveyed the marquis
de Bouillé to Martinico, touched at the Havannah to receive a fupply of money, and,.
with twenty-eight fail of the line, and feveral frigates, dire@ed his courfe towards Ame-
-nca, and anchomd in the Chefapeak the laft day in Auguft.

Generﬂ Amold, who had lately forfaken the American caufe and joined the Britiflx
tmbps ‘had been dotached from New-York, with a feleét body of forces, to make an ir-

T iun into the province of Virginia, the extenfive plantations of which had largely

A coﬁwbmed to furnifh the refources of congrels., The French, who wei€ Rationed at
| Rho& Ifland, deemed this a proper opportunity for atoning for their paft inadtivity, and
‘renaermg an cﬂ'cntzal fervice to their allies, by cntting off the retreat of Arnoid and

his puiy from the Chefapeak. To reconnoitre that bay a fhip of the line and fome fri-

" gates were difpatched, which fell in with and captured the Romulus, 2 Britifh man of
‘war, of forty-four guns ; and foon after count Rochambeau failed with the Jaud forces

ﬁpﬂ:{MImﬂd’ nnder mwy of monficur Temay’a floct. . .
£ 'dﬂf(ﬁ:péf 3 fhe D‘-rench admxral was furprifed by the nnexpo&ed appearance of

the Britifh {q uhict admiral Graves; an adtion immediately enfaed, which, though
partial an mdcr.’nﬁu, In far difabled the French fhips as to render their return to Rhode
matter eflity, by which means the project of giving affiftance to the Ame-
certed, and an. opponlmty offered to d:e Engl:lh to complcte,

L 4

as alfo directed ; lnﬁu traverfed a hoftile country of

e atl’eterfhurgh {ome few days after general Philips
t of the He lmmedlately affumed the chief coms
reinforceme 3 of (w0 thoufand men from New York, ég
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difplay M&a‘mgwr which forms the prominent feature of hii . 1Bler, “ e A
trated as far as Williamfburgh, the capital of Virginia ; defeated,, .+ a confie

derable ¢ s under the marquis de la Fayette, fent to'difpute his, fage | } '
and g&ll:{ed his place of arms at York town, fituated on thc-hu; !
name, which, being navigable for fhips of great fize: and'bun.hcn,

: bay fuccours or fupport by fea. , ATl

~ ‘This poft Lord Comwallu applied himfelf, with yeal. c_l(.hgmc, __ '
“that it would cffetually fecure him from all hofile attempts .‘_,_bm, ”WM& he was-
deflined to find ruin where he looked for prote@ion, By a rapid fucceflion of the moft -
judicious movements, Wathington had contrived to. deque,jm W H;LCW;
~while count Rochambeau pafled over from Rhode Ifland, ~and, in conjunétion with the
American army, menaced New York with an 1mmedulem “That pnﬂ, \nd! its de~
pendencies, was kept in a ftate of continual alarm for above fix weeks ; when dw com=
bined army rapidly traverfed the jcrfeys, croffed the Delaware, paﬁ'uddhmqgh ,Phlll'v
delphm, and arrived at th h:;d of the nvpr FA& at thubou.m of lhg WA
M 0N -
- Onthe !'ume day, monfieur Je Gmﬂ'e. with hn ﬁeet fmm m Wp& Indies, arrived nlfn.
in the bay, where, after blocking up York River, he inftan:ly applied Iupfell to {ecurc
the River James, which hé occupied with his armed veffels and his qrmfm, 10 a confie
: derable diftance. By this maneeuvre, he not only precluded the paﬂiblht.y of aretreat to
the Carolinas, but allo enabled himfelf to convey, .in {ecurity, the qu-ms demt,
Simon, with three thoufand three hundred 14nd forces from the Weft Indies " |
feagues up that river, where he effefted a junélion with la F ayette, who M w:l"ﬁ'
vioufly runfom:d by general Wayne, and the fuqcours from Pcnl}lvm GL10
' The French fleet confifted of Wenty-four thips.of the ltué,, whm M af ﬂ;e engm,‘,
which now approached under the command of the adfnrah G;am and. Hood, M%
exceed nineteén ; but the chief objeét of M. de Grafle was d,e capture. qgmd G’aim
 wallis’s army ; he expeéted, moreover, every bour;obc ‘ JPMb? he, § i,
 Rhode 1fland, commanded, fince the death of M. TW RS " ﬁ""' i ‘{
he knew, had lately failed with feveral tranf} ports, sa’ ﬁmﬁ : ,{ ' for. the Tae
New York ; and fifteen hundred of his own fe r moloved . ir
the ¥rench troops up James an. Under ;hn&:d:t;’a t: ____'
to aét with caution, and rather to avoid. defeat than (o | ﬁgg or cont

A

though he flood out 10 fea, and engaged the M‘ﬂf a«.g s ik

mmg%he honour of the French flag ; and, witho
he 'nnrbd to hu former ﬂat:on m».
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Lm:i Corawalll, ‘who, ‘with feven thoafand feloft troops, ftill occupied Yotk Town,

was now clofely invefted by the united forces of France and America, The count de

Rochambeau, and the marquis de la Fayette, with an equal number of French, extended

from a river above the town, to.a morafs in the center, where they were met by the Ame-
ricans under ‘Walhington, who occupled the oppofite fide from the river to that fpot.
M, de Grafle was entirely mafier of Chefapeak Bay; and the duke de Lauzun, with
‘his legion, and a body of Virginia militia under general Wieden, already prefled the

Britifh poft at Gloucefler Point, which was deiendcd by colonel Tarleton, with about fix -

. hundned mfantry and cavalry.

The oommmders of the allied fo&-ces, having thus farrounded their enemy on all mlexy

Beg.m to prefs thieir attacks with a degree of vivacity that precluded every hope of relief ;. :

the works of the Englifh were pénctrated by an hundred pieces of heavy orduance ;
their defences werg in many plices ruined, and molt of their guns were filenced. Two
‘yedoubts, which ftill incommoded the progrefs of the.allied army, were attacked and car-
 ried dunngihe night ; and the fate of l.ord Cornwallis, from that moment, nppeared
unavoidible, * Some damages, occafioned by two judicious and {pirited fallies made by the
Englith commander, were fpeedily repaired ; and his attempt to elcape to the oppofite
' fide of the river was fruftrated by the tempefluous weather, and the wgtlance of the
Frencb ﬂugs of mr. NENS .

< : , ’ -
l ‘ 1.

]ﬁtteﬂ were now brought to a crifis : tep days afier the trenches were Tirft opened,
,m ‘preparation was made for a final affault; but gb:s fcene of. carnagg was averted by
the prudence of the Britifh commander, who, convinced of his inability to refift force fo
fuperior, determined not wantonly to facrifice the lives of the gallant men entrufled to

his care he, accordingly, opened a negociation, by which the troops under his command

- fubmitted; on the thirteenth of Oé&lober, to become prifoners ot war. The Guadzloupe
_fw ‘wwenty-four guns, witﬁ‘fevural tranfports, and fifieen hundyed feamen were,
in'the divifion of the fpoil, affigned to M. de Graffe, in retarn for the French naval

. power and afliftance; but the land firces amounting to between five and fix thoufand
men, hmamuln uptim oF the Apcucam : |

St Le o4 - W

‘ ,qu atdumt mqﬁ cﬂ'enuall)r contributed toeftablifh the independence

of America. mhw:ﬁmMmgmﬂied themfelves as much by their humanity,
‘ | - , as by their courage in the hour of danger; and lord Corna

| mﬁmsm

uﬂd ﬁuﬁhhly of our fituation,”—faid the Englsﬂl commander—** their
_ 'ofﬂ‘l pf money, “both public and private, to any amount, has
' can poffible defcribe ; and will, T hope, make an impreffion
gr th.neyu the buw of war fhould put m}toﬁ
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official difpatches, bote' the moft honourable teflimony to their merit—
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"!"huilf ﬁ&ﬂﬁ anly advantage obtained bythe hchfé“af E Ilr v durin,
fem m;mgu The arms of Spain were fo fuccef: nfnl in fmetlﬁ. as ‘to reduc
& fettlements on the Miffifippi, afid to c{feét the total Mﬁa‘im provi
| i ~ Weft Florida. Penfacola furrendered to Don Bernardo de mﬁe Spanifh go :
" of Louifiane, on the ninth of May. The reduian of %’ﬂ ihcéﬁﬂn fa lmﬂ by a
_dhell from the Spaniards, which accidentally burft b t'ha r df ﬁle ag -m ¢ o!"au ad-,
" yanced redoubt, fet fire to the powder withia, and reduced, in an M ?;}J' body  of the
~ redoubt to a heap of rubbifh. By the explofion, ﬁhntrﬁ& ‘f% bﬁtheu'.._

Tives, and twenty-four were dangeroufly wounded. | Eved‘lfér'%h im?oﬂu,lia‘fe difafter,

the garrifon continued to defend the place mt'h gmt allantry, but w - oblige to—fub-
mit to the very fuperior force of the enemy. Thg g,,, (h comma; gran A4
Honourable terms of capitulation, amd, mot.her refge&al\ pate: h,.L aquifl ﬁ!ﬁ#-?lth

' gmatgcneroﬁty and humamty ' i PALE RN e bl 3

“&0‘:‘ Oiﬂthc‘

"~ But Gibraltar, t‘he fmwhe oxuaa of the cmu-téf_ ads
hcr attempts, though plh‘nm with prudence, tﬁl tha&d’ ﬁi&
t;Jévcm& of %‘” éuib&r, a-moft fpirited fally was llhﬁ?by the Bri ,
wht‘ﬁ view to ftorm and deﬂmy the whole of the advanced works of the Snnnnq:. .
"which, after immenfe labour and expence, were arrived at the Mgﬁaﬁllmoﬁm
* Thedetachment which was appointcd for this enterprize was formed in “ﬂm
and marched-from the gamfon at the fetqng of the :ioon, about WM&:
- morning. The columns were feverally l:ompofed of an advanced corps, a body of |
- pioneers, artillery-men carryu‘lg ccia'buﬁ:bles,’md a fultaining corps, with a referve
~ the rear, . The pioneers of the left column *tre feamen ; M;Wth p
* works with fuch irrefiftible ﬁn-y; that the mpém m w ‘,,m ..h. -
. gave way. onmﬁda.audmwtmﬁu ; reat p yand
in the utmoft confternation, mpmmy tillery-men exerted t
wenderfulamaw. and. fpread their auwuhmm'_ - rap ty
hour, two mortar. batterics,. ol'tcu»thq:umgh yatt
~ each, with all the lines of approach, ‘communic -
~ were entirely reduced to alhes. The mortars a
:;..'_muammww WW
Mﬁuﬁnﬂm other refiftance than an i d fir
 the forts'of St. Barbara, smmw uaﬁauﬂ-ﬁi
~ their camp fpeQatars of the undngtm&n. fﬂ&nﬂ
qu lindep loﬁ, wai in tm

v
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general maglzme of all nations ; but the conquerors, rcapcd not that advantage thcy CXa,

pefled from the general confifcation ; feveral of the veflels richly laden with fpoil were
intercepted on their voyage to Europe, and evgn in fight of the Britifh coaft, by Mon-
ficur de Ja Motte Piquet, who was cruizing off the Lizard with fix fhips of the line and
five frigates.  And before the clofe of the year, the ifland itfelf was recovered by the ac.
tivity of the marquis de Bouillé, who f{uddenly landed with a felet body of troops from
Martinico, furprized the Enghﬂl commandant, and reftored Saint Euftatius to the domi-
nion of the Durch the- very day before count de Grafle caft qnchor at Fort Royal, after
his decifive triumph on the coalt of America.
But it was in the eaft that t’he chcublicof Holland was mofl open to attack ; and her
exclufive poffeflions of the Spice Iflands, ber wealthy and populous fettlement of Ba-
tavia, afforded the moit fafcinating allnregents to her enemies, In the beginning of the
war France had the mortification to fearn that her fettlements throughout Afiahad been
reduced by the fuperior power of the Englih ; fhe, therefore, readily lifiencd to propofals
which tended to reftore her own colonies, in that quarter of the globe, and to fecurc
‘thofe of her ally, She accordingly figned a treaty with the Republic, by which her
troops were to be put in pofleflion of the Cape of Good Hope, a port on the African
coaft, particularly commodious for refrefhments on the long voyage to India; and fhe
alfo engaged to detach an armament to a& in conjunction with the Dutch forces in

the Eaft. _ | o

In oriel' to fulfil thil treaty, at the fame time that the Count de Grafle failed from
Brefl to the Weft-Indies, Monfieur de Suffrein, with five fhips of the line and a confi- -

* derable body of land forces, was fent to the Eaft Indies and the Cape of Good Hope.

‘On his arrival at Saiut Jago,one of the Cape de Verd ilands—on the fixteenth of April——
he déferied a Britifh fquadson, of nearly equal force, at anchor within the harboar ; this
had failed from England, under the condut of commodore Johmiftone, much about the
fame time as Suffiein had quitted Breft, and was defigned to take by furprize the Dutch

“fettlements at the Cape of Gogd Hope. The impetuofity of Suffrein prevailed over
‘his refpe& to the crown of ' Portugal, and he made no fcruple to enter a neutral har-
bour as an enemy, and to attack the Englifh. But though, in this enterprize, he difplay-

ed the moft daring fpirit and undaunted refolution | yet all the efforts of courage only
 ferved to expofe his (hips to the deftrutive fire of the encmy, who derived from his fitu-
Mnnupth:mnher 4kill nor courage gould compenfate. The French com-
‘mander was reluantly compelled to abandon the attack, and aiter touching at the Cape
deﬁﬂm‘md reinforcing that fettlement with a fufficient number of troops to fe-

..m t" from »Nult. he ficered tothe ifland of Mavritius, to join the count d*Orves,

-*sﬁ- . '#Mq:hm) haﬂﬂmb}zd at that place the [cattered ummenf '

"R
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" Bat while France rather hoped than expe@ed to eftablifh her ancient power and in-
fluence on the coalt of Coromandel, her ambitious. views were feconded by a new and
formidable enemy to Great Britain, who {uddenly burfting through the unguarded pafles,,
deluged with his troops the fettlements of the Englith.  This daring invader was Hyder
Ally, regent of ‘the kingdom of Myfore, whofe fuccefsful ambition had raifed him from -
the humble fituation of a foldier of fortune to the.command of a valuable, well-regulated,
and extenfive country; and who had eftablifhed fuch a military force as India had never
beheld, and was, indeed, thought incapable of producing. He had, more than once, difs
puted the honour of victory 'with the Englith Ealt India company ; and, though fre.
quently defeated, he ftill appeared formidable, and had even menaced, with his. martial
fquadrons, the capital of the vi&ors, who were confounded by the rapid evolutions of a
" cavalry that precluded all flight, and derided all purfuir.

The Englifth had excited the refentment of this Eaftern chieftain. by the reduction of
Mahé, a fettlement eflablifhed within his dominions, but belonging to the French. En-
couraged by the negleé of the government of Madras, he penetrated through the
Gauts—narrow pafles in the mountains, ‘which feparate his territories.from thefe of the
. Englifh—and, with incredible celerity, extended his fanguinary depredations over the
face of. the Carnatic, A confiderable detachment, the flower of the Englifh army, was
‘overwhelmed, after a. gallant refiftance, by the: irrefiftible weight of his, cavalry, ‘The
* Englifh general Munro, who commanded the principal army belonging to the fettlement
of Madras, was compelled to retreat before histfuccefsful arms: Madras even trembled
for her fafety; andthe progrefs of thevictor waa.only_ checked by the arrival of general
Coote, with a large reinforcement from the province of Bengal, On the firft of July
that gallant officer brought Hyder to a general action betwegn Porto Novo and Mootea-
_pollom : when, after an abftinate confli&, the latter fuftained a total defeat ; his nume-
rous cavalry, however, was ftill fpread over the festile ficlds of tl;e Carnatic, and ex-
_ tended on every fide the terror of his name.. -

>

| Jt was at this critical jun&ure, that- the Englifh firft received thennwl‘hgmd l.l‘l!'
ture with. the United States of Holland, and they difplayed no fmall degree of vignnr,m
~attacking the fettlements of the Dutch before they could co-operate with, or receive af-

~Aiftance from Hyder. In Bengal; Chinfura; on the coaft of Coromandel, Negapatnam;.
-and Trincomalé, in the ifland of Ceylon, were furprized or reduced by the Englifh; and.

-Holland beheld, with terror, that ftorm which. thremnecl her fettlements in. Sumatea,
Java, and the Moluccas.. a4 - digReRitm it Ty
F ’ %L, L3 ’ -
Thouglf the French had great reafon.to be cpntanwd with the omrmom of the came
paign, the fatisfaltion they derived from thence was more than countﬁrbalaany the
difpleafure they experienced on the difmiffal. of a minifter in whom they placed the maft

. unbounded confidence, Monfieur Neckar, by hn management of the finances, had ac«
o -qplmlf

AN
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quired the efleem and applaufe of the nation ; but the aufterity of hns temper had excited
~difguft in the minds of thofe who CNJOM the confidence of their fovercign, By them,
the repeated reforms he had recommended were, reprefented as inconfiftent with the dig-
nity of the crown ; and he was at length difmiffed from his office of dire@or-general of
the finances, which was conferred on monficur Joli de Fleuri, counfellor of ftate,

The memorable occurrences of this year were clofed by the birth of the dauphin, an
event which caufed the greateft rejoicings throughout the kingdom ; the young prince
was baptized by the cardinal de Rohan ; the count de Provence and the prince(s Elizabeth
reprefented, as fponfors, the emperor of Germany and the prineefs of Piedmont, and be«
fiowed on their royal nephew, the names of Lewis, Jolepb, Xavier, and Francis,

A.D. 1782.] The fiege of Minorca, which had been undertaken in the laft cams '
paign, was terminated in the beginning of the prefent, by the furrender of Saint Phi-
lip’s ; the garrifon were made prifoncrs of war ; and their commander, gereral Murray,
acknowledged, in the moft exprefs terms, the humane treatment they experienced from
the vi@orious leaders, the duke de Crillon, and the baron de Falkenhayen,

The capture of the army under lord Cornwallis had fo far encreafed the independence
of America, that the fubfequent operations in that quarter were confined to fome faint
firuggles made by the Englifh in the Carolinas and Georgia. France was, therefoie, at
feifure to direft her attention to the Ealf and Weft Indies ; and monfieur de Graffe from
the Chefapeak had fteered his courfe to Martinico ; ; his naval force when colleéted, con-
fifted of thirty fhips of the lines but he had already detached four to-convoy from Saint
Domingo the homeward-bound trade to Europe. The court of Verfaillés, to fupply
this deficiency, had fitted out at Breft nine fhips of the line ; under the command of the
marquisde Vaudreuil ; thefe were accompanied by a numerous fleet of tranfports, deflined
for the fervice of the French fettlements in the Eaft and Weft ; and they were efcorted
by the count de Guichen, who ‘failed, at ‘the fame time, with ten fhips of the line,
20 join the grand fleet of Spain 3t Cadiz. On their paffage they were met by the Eng-

lifh fleet of twelve fhipsof the line, under admiral Kempenfelt : the admirable manecu-

vres of that officer were feconded by the favounbh: flate of the wind ; and the count de

Gtuchcn had the mortification to behold his convoy difperfed, and fourteen of them,

artillery and ordnance ftores, and having on board one thoufand and fixty-

two fold - and five hundred and forty-eight {feamen, taken by an inferior force. He him-

- felt continued his courfe to Cadun. while the marquis de Vaudreuil, having detached part

of his fqubﬂrgn to the Cﬁpe of Gwd HOP!, with the reft joined M. de Grafle at Mar-
m i By " T . | -

Tha;' '. _ manila' :mmuﬁately pﬂpll'ﬂd to profit by thedecifive fuperiority glven
“him by this reinforcement over the Englifh fquadron in thofe feas, In conjunéion with-
: ’Jbﬂ ﬂll‘qlm de Boul!lé, who had already reduced the ifland of Saint Ncﬂs. he planned
“ ) r- . the
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the attack of Saint. Chnﬁo;)hcr 5, one of the mo& confiderable of the Wegt Tndfa Ilands.
_that yet remained in the poflefion of Great Britain. The maiquis landed with eight
thoufand men and a formidable train of artillery, while the count de Graflé occupied

*  with his flect Bafleterre Road, and feemed to preclude all hopes. of relief. General Fra-
- aer, the Englifh commander, immediately retired to Brimftone-Hill, a ftrong poft, which

© he expreffed his determination of defending to the Jaft cxtremlry But the operations of
the French were foon interrupted by the appearance,of a Britifh fquadron of twenty-two .
fhips of the line, conduéted by Admiral Hood, an officer of approved fkill and courage.
‘The count de Graffe, whofe naval force confifted of twenty-nine large fhips, immediate= .
ly quitted his ftation to encounter his daring adverfary, The action was partial and inde- .
, cifive ; but, in the courfe of it, the Englifh admiral, by a fudden change of difpofition,
deceived his antagonift, eluded his attack, and preffing towards the. 1ﬂand gained the very
anchorage in Bafleterre Road that the French fleet had quitted,

Though the count de Grafie could not refufe his admiration to the fuperior dexterity
of his adverfary, he was by no means difpofed to leave him in quiet poffeflion of his ad-
vantage. The next morning he attacked, with his whole force, the Englifh fqnadron .

«from van to rear ; but thefe fultained with afteady fire the repeated efforts of the French ;' 3
and though the count, in'the courfe of the evening, r renewed the attempt, the @mabg
- which his fhips had fuftained compelled him rel u&antly to defift, ;
. The m_arqms de Bouillé watched, with extreme anxncty, the operations of the rival |
; fleets, on the refult of which his own fate feemed fo materially todepend ; but, undif-
mayed by the check which M, de Graffe had experienced, he continued to prefs his at-
tacks with additional ardour. Brimitone Hill was clofely invefted on cvery fide, and
while he conﬂded the blockade of that important poft to the marquis de Saint Simon,
he himfelf marched with four thoufand troops, to encounter a detachment that had been .
landed from the Britith fhips, Although the number of thefe, amounting only to twe .
thoufand four hundred men, was by no means formidable, yet their fituation rendeved an .
attack imprudent ; and the marquis contented himfelf with a yigilmvh&mnce of their
motions, which, debarring them of all hopes of cither cffecting a Jun&xon with, or af-
fordmg fuccour to their countrymen, induced them to reimbark. In the mean time,
every moment was affiduoufly employed in the annoyance of the Englifh "nitranchedat
Brimftone-Hill ; the marquis de Bouillé again refumed the command of the befiegers ; -
and the inceflant fire of his artillery rcduced the works and buildings to a heap of ruing..
In this fituation, the enemy confented to furrender a place that was no longer tenable; -
and the humanity of the marquis granted the fame favourable terms of capitulation as .
*. had been accorded to the gamfom and :nh;bmnu of theother iﬂwd! wb:cb thc th
arms had redmd- ) At B . %
2 .,3(

LA ; 4> B8 e -4
’ ¢ - T-!'-r :
. " . 4 + i \' .A. -

-



. ;.?“‘;"' . ,‘ T ~ --- o "‘L".‘
1_ hm&’ . LewiIs 'P-Hz “XT!EN“rm. KA &9

As foon as the Engh(h admiral was informed of the fate of Saint Chrlﬂopher 5, he
determined to abandon a fituation which was no longer either ufeful or fecure ; and this
refolution he executed with a fecrecy and celerity that prevented all danger from the fu=
© perior force of the Count de Graffe. He cut hls cables during the night, and, fallmg

from Baffeterre Road, fteered his courfe towards Barbadoes, in the hope ‘of joining a con~
fiderable fquadron that was hourly expected from England ; while the Count de Graffe -
and the Marquis de Bouillé, after reducing the fmall ifland of Mo:uferrat, rcturned to |

Martinico.

In that road one hundred and fifty tranfports, with a large quantity of artillery, and.
a confiderable body of land-forces, had been affembled for the purpofe of accomplifhing
afcheme which had for its object the sotal extinétion of the Britifh power in the Weft-
Indies. The Count de Grafle, whofe flcet already amounted to thirty-fix fail of the
line, was to have been joined by a ftrong Spanifh fquadron from the Havannah; and .
the united force of the houfe of Bourbon was to have been dire@ed againft Jamaica ; the
moft flourifhing fettlement belonging to the Englifh in that quarter of the globe, '

In purfuance of this defign, the count quitted Fort Royal Bay, about the beginning -
of April, to proceed to the place of. his deftination ; but he had fearce loft fight of the
‘ifland of Martinico, before he defcried the Britifh fleet, commanded by Admiral Rodney, .
and, by late reinforcements from Europe, encreafed to thirty-fix fail of the line. He.
immediately hmﬂcd the Egaal for battle, apd fultained, with great intrepidity, the attack
of the enemy ; but, intent on on the grand obje€t of his cout, he wifely availed himfelf of
a favourable wind, and bore away towards Guadaloupc .

Bat fortune, which had hathcrtq.fmxlcd on all'the enterprizes of France, now deigned
to calt a propitious look on her adverfary,  The Zelé, a feventy-four gun fhip, had fuf-
tained confiderable damage inthe late a&ion ; and thovgh the count de Graffe had gained -
a confiderable fart of admiral Rodney, he was now reduced to the unpleafant alternative -
of facrificing the fhattered veflel, which was unable tp keep pace with the ﬂeer, or of -

luz;rdmg the fuccefs of his expedition by a fecond engagement, e

The road which pradence pointed nut was too plain to be miftaken, but 2 h:;h thougb, b
ott'ﬁh occafion, a miflaken, fenfe of honour, impelled him to rejed her diCtates, and he -
~ determined rather to rifk the- failure of the important expedition with.which he was en-
iw&d than quietly to fuffer the lofsof a fingle fhip: he, therefore, bore down to the
tﬁeZﬂ‘, qd refcued her from fome fhips of the enemy who were. on the
nt of at “u?. The approach of night prevented an immediate aétion ; butin
orning . ﬂu Awglfth of April the French admiral found that the Euglnlh had 44
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- "Thebattlebegan at feven in the morning, andlafted, with unremlttlng fary, till half paft
fix in the evening, when the fetting {un puc an end to the conteft.  The French fultain.
- eda total defeat ; the Ville de Paris of ene hundred and ten guns, commanded by count
de Graffe himfclf, the Glorieux, the Heétor, and the Cafar of feventy-four, with the
Ardent of fixty, were compelled to ftrike their colours to the Britifh flag : the Cazfar foon
after caught fire and blew up ; while the marquis de Vaudreuil celle€ted part of the
fcattered fleety and, with nineteen fail of the line, effected his efeape to Martinico; the
reft, fhattered and difperfed, endeavoured to reach the neareft ports, and elude the purfuit
of the viGtors, - The number of men loft on this occafion has never been afcertained, as
the political caution of France in concealing the extent of her difaflers precludes the
poffibility of inveftigating fimilar facts. The fhips that were taken had on beard, at the
commencement of the action, four thoufand feven hundred and fifty men, including
troops; and, by theircapture, the Englith weie (o fortunate as to make themfelves mal-
ters of the battering cannon, travelling carriages, and train of artillery; which had been
deflined for the redution of Jamaica, but which were now tlevoted to the purpofe of
encreafing the firength of that valuable fettlement. But as the aflion was [o defperate
and decifive, the Freneh had rather reafon to oongratulate themfelves on the efcape of
fo many ﬂ'llpl, than to deplore the magnitude of their lofs, great as it undoubtedly was,
As the fhips in the rear divifion of the Englith, under admiral Hood, had fuftaioed,
~ comparitively, but little damage in the attion, it feems probable that, if they had been
fuffered to purfue the flying fquadron of M. de Vaudreuil, the vitory might have been
much more complete, But, in naval a&ions, fo much depends upon circumftances

which none but profeffional men‘are competent to appreciate, that no conjeure as to
the conduét of a commander fhould be rafhly hazarded,

It is certain that the count de Grafle endeavoured to make amends for his want of
prudence in hazarding an engagement, by a difplay of the moft intrepid coarage during
the a&ion ; though wounded, he continned to defend his fhip to the laft extremity, and,
before he confented to firike his flag, the Ville de Paris refembled a wreck. He was re-

: Ly ceived on board the Barfleur with thofe marks of refpet which the traly brave never fail

_to fhiew each *o other; after remaining a fhort time at Jamaica, he was conveyed to Eng-
hnd. and was there honoured by the conftant attention of the royal family ; while the

~applaufe of the multitude, who admired the perfonal gallamq cfahcl.r em.my, contris
-buted to footh the painful rccolle&mn of defeat. B b

The misfortunes of France ended not with the tmlﬁh of April. Tho Cato and the
jifoﬁ. two. men of war of fixty-four guns each, with the Aim*lmd*thmyxtwo, and the
- Ceres of cighteen, were taken by a fquadron under admiral Hood, detached folah al»th j
cighteenth of April, from the main Englifh fleet, Nor were the French momfam
in Europe, for, in that month, the Pegafe, of l‘evcnty-four funs, lnd theﬁ&nmor
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fixty-four, which had failed from Breft for the Eaft- Indies, with ten fhi ps of thdr eon- 4

~ yoy, were captured by the Englifh off Ulhant,

' <)

T he marquis de Vandreuil, after the late defcat, fteered, with all the fhips he coul{l eol- |

le&, from Cape Frangois to America; but not till he had detached monfieur Peroufe, in
the Sceptre, of feventy-four guus, with two large frigates, again(k the remote poffeffions
of the Englith Hudfon’s Bay Company. As the marquis was unacquainted with the de=
fencelefs ftate of the fettlements, he added three hundred l'old;crs, with fome mortars and.
cannon, for the purpofe-of befieging any place that might ‘offer refiftance..

But the greateft, and, indeed, the only difficelties which monfieur Peroufé was def>
tined to encounter, were thofe whicli attended the mnavigation of ebfcure ftraits and
gulphs, among the frozen regions of the north ; and, for three weeks, from the moment
that they pafled the iflands of Refolution, which mark the entrance into Hudfon’s
ftraits, they were inceffantly expofed to the moft imminent danger. - Notwithftanding the
power of the fun, in the month of July, the fhips, at one time, were {o faft locked up

" in the ice, that the feamen Wwalked from one to the other; and, even after they had ex«

tricated themfelves; things appeared o hopelefs, that monfieur Peroufe began to entertain
thoughts of fending back his own fhip, the Sceptre, with one of the frigates, to the
Weft-Indies, and of wintering himfclf, with the other frigate and a part of the troops,
in the bay.. So fevere a trial of his conftancy was, however, prevented by the appears
ance of a fmall opening in the jce two dags afterwards, ‘Through this the fhips forced -
their way with a prefs of fail, and foon after difcovered, to their no fmall j joy, the
Evglifh colours flying from a fort on the banb of Churclull mer.

Somecompenfatwn for the toil§ and dangers of the voyage was afforded by the faci-
lity, though not by the importance, of the conqueft : the forts of the Hudfon’s Bay coms
pany were wholly, unprovided with troops, and their only garrifon confifted of a motley
crew of florckeepers, clerks, and fervants, who furrendered on the firft appearance of an
European enemy. Some few fought fhelter in the deep and impenctrable woods; and
monfieur Peroufe having, by the deftruction of the forts and merchandize, completed

“the: objc& of his expedition, had yet the hmnane precaution to preferve one of the maga-
zines, in !bx‘:b he ¥epofited provifions, arms, and ammunition, for the ufe and fubfift- -

o
.m!,w'
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¢ f)::gmm who had eluded his purfuit, and who, during the long and approagh-
em!d not. havc received any relief from England,

ile am rofa fmnot.to lhz preﬂ"urc of ca!amnty. and dif] played in cvcry quarter
gf’shq _ Y;bﬁaﬂua {pirit w could not be reprefled by defeat; that lefs ime
but mor »P‘“‘#ﬂ W of the Spamlrds was flill exercifed in the mceﬂ'ant

braltar. - The duke de Cnllon. after the mdn&nn of Minorca, was entrufted

- ' ot this mote arduous enterprize, and the count d'Artois and the doke

-
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“dc Boutbon, vefigned the eafe -and luxury of Vcr&zl’le., and‘ mm&w tba Spa«
—mlh calnp. : 1

L)

: ’But they had fcarcé arrived béfore t‘hey had the moutnicatnoa of beholdmg the pfln(:r-
'pal advanced works of the befiegers defiroyed. A heavy fire of carcaffes, hot-fhot and
Aliclls, from the batteries of the garrifon, in the morning of the eighth of September,
had the moft dreadful effed on the batteries and works of the Spaniards, many of which
fuftained irreparable damage. The enfuing morn the Spamard»d in vain endeavoured to
retaliate the injury, by playmg. with one hundred pieces of cannon a.n‘d fixty mortars,
upon-the garrifon; but the impenetrable. rock derided their efforts ; md the premature
,ammpt was only productive of incenvenience to thc lﬂ'ulanu. |

Yet thc court of Madrid, thongh often baﬁed. Rll! perl'ewred and to cut off the
garrlfon of Gibraltar from all hopes of reliet, tke cembined fleets of France and Spain,
confifting of forty-four fhips of the line, were directed to block up the- harbour. This
was but the prelude to a new nd different mode of attack, which had been planned by
the chevalier d"Argon. an officer of diftin&ion in the fervice of France, and on which
the moft fanguine expeétations were founded. Ten Thips of diffcrent fizes, from fix
hundred to fourteen hundred tons burthen, were converted into floating batteries.  They
‘were fecured by every art which the mgcnunty of man could devife, and provided with
every offenfivéor defenfive mateml'ﬁbat expgrience fuggcﬁcd or the wealth of Spain
could fupply. Their mafly decks were furnifhed with one hindred and forty-two brafs -

~guns, each of them carrying balls of twenty-fix pounds, for immediate ufe, and feventy
‘more, for the purpofe of replacing occafional deficiencies. They were fupported by a
fufficient number of frigates; and three hundred large boats were alfo colleéted for the
purpole of conveying the troops that were ready to avail themfelves of the confufion of
the garrifon, and-the breaches which it was cxpeéted the foating batteries mult foon oc-
cafion Bt the dﬂfcme of that oinpnrtanl fortrefs was entrofted to an qﬁc&. whofe vi-
;g;lm, courage, and rcfolutpon were n;ver exeelleds and who WWW tnhe-
-tmg of youth vmh the caution 353 experience of tﬁ g oidhin e R, Y,

2,
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ommhm Semmbet. he floati b&mbﬂn filly prepared, and the wind
favourable, thofe au]ugmeg deftru@tion proceeded to take their fations oppofite the |
~New and Old Moles, andd:eqmmn | -n it, thofe under the command of
| -qm anmdﬁcpmmeof'ﬁbﬂiu‘,laﬂi d, after fultaining a heavy fire
from the bartenies of the enemy, thq fnmuﬂ ﬂlt wmmg at
dgd;ﬁmcpdom.hm‘ﬂfei.mtlm;;' viles i ‘.
tained o heavy and wel dieded fre pon the
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. Tt was intended that feveral divifions of gun and mortar boats fhould proceed, o as tU'
ﬂank the garrifon along the front, and to dire& their fire to fuch particular fpots as
might feem proper, in order that the troops—cfpecially thofe employed on the batteries—
might receive all the annoyance poffible; but a meafure, fo effential to the fuccefs of the
fcheme, could not poffibly be carried into execution, on account of the violence of the
wind, and the confequent fwell of the fea. Other material obftacles alfo occurred to de-
feat the-intention of fending fhips to make a diverfion towards Europa Point. Hence all
the enemy’s batteries, that were unexpofed to the fire of the Spaniards from the land,
were employed, uninterruptedly, againft the floating batteries, into which fhells, round
and grape fhot, and red-hot balls were inceffantly poured,

Though this dreadful fire was returned without intermiffion, the continual diﬁ:hﬂ'gfi
of hot balls kept up by the enemy was fuch, as'rendered all the precautions taken in the
confiruélion of the floating batteries of no effet; for the balls, by lodging in_their
fides, néceffarily occafioned the fire to fpread throughout the veficl, But, during the .
day, the flames thus enkindled, were fpeedily extinguifhed ; as night, however, approach=
ed, and the fire of the Englifh by no means relaxed, all the floating batteries, with the
gun and mortar boats, became unmanageable ; and thofe commanded by Don Moreno and
the prince of Naffau, began to burn with fuch violence as rendered their prefervation

lmp!ﬂ)l':. ’

The enemy s fire having now no oppoﬁtuon, was attended with more fatal effes, and
in a few hours all the floating batteries were in flames, while the gun-boats of the Englifh
prevented the Spaniards from approaching to the affiftance of their countrymen: to
avoid the rapid progrefs of one deftructive element, the milerable men were compelled
to confide themfclves to another ; part perifhed by the fire; part were overwielmed by

i the fea; and the fcanty remnant was only {aved by the Britith feamen, who difplayed
their humanity in rifking their own lives in the attempt to preferve thole of their enc-
miess Every one of the floating Batteries were deftroyed.

-

.On Wﬁlu ummed for the accomplifhment of the obje@& which the houfe of
mm Jhave, fo much at heart ; and the beficgers, thus fatally repulied in
_affault, now refolved to wait with patience the flow but certain effeés of famine.

MJI ‘view. to prevent the garrifon from receiving any fupplies, the combined flects

: werc to ftretch acrofs the bay; but even this difpofition could not enfure fuceels;
a‘uola: ;empoﬂ. that arofe fhattered their fhips, and drove on fhore the Triumphaot, a

mmm Qf ﬁﬂ!ﬂ!-lf‘ﬂrgnni aiid the Euglifh flect of thirty four fail of
derable convoy, entered the ftraits, in the month of O&oabery and

oy 1 | iﬁom for the relicfof Gibraltar. Oa their return a partial

ﬂﬂ mdmfm ﬁﬁl place off the ftraits mouth ; but the Englifh had already ef«
feQed the objet of their expedition ; and the French and Spanifh commanders judged
K : it
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it not pradent to prefs an engagement which, if adverfe, might be attended with the moft
fatal confequences, and, if fuccefsful, could not tend to the immediate redud}ion of the

fortrefs. .

The war, meanwhile, was maintained in the Eaft with increafe of ardour,.and the coafts
of Coromandel were ftained with the blood of the contending powers, * Fram the Cape
of Good Hope monficur Suffrein had proceeded, with favourable winfdg, to the ifland of
Mauritius, where he refigned the command to. his fuperior officer, count d’Orves ; and
" the French fleet, encreafed by this junion to ten fhips of the line, and one of fifty guns,
befides feveral large frigates, failed for the coaft of Coromandel, accompanied by a number
of tran(ports and ftorefhips, with a confiderable body of land forces. = On the voyage, the
count d’Orves, whofe zeal for the fervice had rifen fuperior to the infirmities of an im-
_ paired conftitution, expired, and the fole command of the flect devolved on monficur Suf-
frein, whofe fkill and courage entitle him to a place among the moft diftinguifhed naval
commanders of the age. :

On his paflage he fell in with the Hannibal, a Britifh man of war of fifty guns, which,
after a gallant but fruitlefs refiftance, was compelled to furrender, and f{welled the num-
ber of the French fquadron. With this addition to his firength he direed his. courfe
along the Coromandel coaft, and entered Madras roads, in the hope of furprizing,
according to the intelligence he had received, the Englifh admiral, Sir Edward Hughes,

with only fix fhips of the line. The eafly deftfuion of this force he confidered himfelf

capable of effefting ; the lofs of the numerous trading fliips and'tranfports in the road
muft have been the inevitable confequence of fuch adifafter ; and while by that means
terror 'would have been fpread through the town of Madras, the French forees, joined by
Hyder Ally’s numerous army, would have carried on their attacks againft it' by land ; and
the vi€torious fquadron would have aflailed it by fea.. : ' 4

But this flattering illufion, which monfieur Suffrein had fo fondly cherifhed, was
fpeedily difpelled, and his hopes of finifhing the war hy one decifive blow foon vanifhed
for, to his utter furprize, he found that the Englifh fquadron had, fome few days before,.

%
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been joined by a reinforcement from Europe. - Admiral Hughes had, at the fame time, |

been apprized of the approach of Suffrein ; his crews had been ftrengthened by the ace
ceffion of three hundred land forces from Madras ; and the French commander now be~
held, inftead of the defencelefs fquadron he had hoped'to furprize, nine fhips ofthe line,

drawn up in proper order, and ready to receive him.

Under thefe circumftances, monfieur Suffrein gave wp his intention of attlcki'ng:-uhc

enemy, and ftood out to fea, with the intention of difembarking the lanfl forces deftined

to fupport Hyder Ally, = The Englifh, who penetrated his defign, immediately follows

ed; in the courfe of the purfuit they took fix tranfports, one of which had three Hun- -

|
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dred troops on board ; and on the feventeenth of February, the two fleets came fuffi
eiently near each other to engage ; the altion, however; was but partial, for the wind
was{o favourable to the French that they were enabled to bring cight of their beft fhips
to bear vpon five of the encmy’s, while the remainder of the Englifh fquadron were
prevented from fharing in the action.  This unequal confli® was maintained, with great
refolation, for feveral hours : night only parted the combatants ; the Englith admiral di-
refted his courfe to Trincomalé, while monficur Suffrein, anxious to fecure the getreat
of his couvoy, Rood off to the north-cait. - “

The French commander, having attained this important objeét, once mors fet fail in
fearch of the enemy. The )atter, during this interval, had been reinforced from Eurojae.
by two men of war of feventy-four guns each ; but this formidable acceflion of ftrength -
did not alter the refolution of Suffrein, who had fill a fuperiority in point of numbers.
On the twelfth of April he'attacked the Englith fleet with great intrepidity ; leading
the attack himf{clf in the Heres of feventy-four guns, and continuing to engagé the Enge
lifh admiral, for a confiderable time, within piftol fhot. The damages fuftained by the
Heros induced him to fhift his flag into the Hannibal, a French fhip of equal force, and,
by his fuperior fire, he difabled and drove out’ of the line the Monmouth of fixty-four
guns. But though every effort was made to board that thip, fhe was refcued by the maf-
terly manceuvres and courageous exertions of the Englifh ; and the hoftile fleets, after a
bloody conteft, in which they had difplayed equal valour, and fuffered equal lofs, fepa-
* zated-as if by mutual confent. They kept fight, however, of each other for feveral days
following, but their reciprocal damages fufpended on both fides all idea of attack. The
Englifh again retired to Trincamalé, and the French fquadron proceeded to Batacalo,
a Dutch port in the ifland of Ceylon, about twenty leagues to the fouthward of
'_I‘rimmﬂé. -

. Thewar on land had raged with equal fury. In the general deftrution of the French
fettlements, onthe commencement . of hoftilities, a fmall band had fled for fhelter to the
dominions of Hyder Ally, and had ever fince,  under the command of monfieur Lally,
given vigour to the operations of that enterprifing prince. They now, in conjunélion
with Tippoo Saib, {rhe fon of Hyder) who inherited the daring fpirit of his father, at-
@chqj, on the fixteenth ot Febroary, a Britifh detachment under Colonel Braithwairte,
_ *ﬂ“ encamped on the banksof the Colleroon, for the protection of Tanjore and the
adjucen ‘pl‘Oiillt;et. . This {mall but feleét corps, confified of two thoufand veteran in-
fantryy; with thirteen field picces, and two hundred and fifty cavalry., For two fuccel-
five days they rcpulfed, with undaunted refolution, the reiterated attacks ot Hyder's
"*""Wi -tl_lhn‘gh amounting to the formidable number of twenty thoufand ; but on the
‘third they weit broken by the charge of four hundred French, who advanced with
fixec, ~and were led on by monficur Lally himfelf. The humanity of that ofi-
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cer was no lcfs confpicuous than his courage j heuot only iffued orders for putting any
jmmediate (lop to-the carnage, but haftened perfonally, and with apparent hazard, to
chaftife and refirain the cruel fury of the black cavalry, five of -whom perifhed by his
own hand in the generous exertions. He alfo prevailed on Tippoo Saib to commit the
prifoners to his care, and endeavoured o footh their misfortunes by every mark of ten<’
dernefs and refpect : indeed, it cannot efcape obfervation, that, during the whole coutie
of this war, the French and Englifh did not lefs vie with each other inf aéts'of generous
compaffion than in deeds of daring valour.—Alas | when will that time arrive, at whicly
the {pirit of emulation among kingdoms fhall have only virtue for its objeét ? -

The land forces which monfieur Suffrein had landed at Porto Nove, after his firftens
gagement with the Englifh fleet, were joined by a-body of native troops belonging to
Hyder Ally: and the combined army immediately marched to the fiege of Caddalore.
The garrifon of that fortrefs, being too weak to refift the arms of the allies, opened their
gates to the victors, om the fixth of April; and monfiear Dnehcmin, the French com-
mander, baving fecured a poft for the reception of fuceours, an advantage of which
France was before deflitute, proceeded to more diftant conquefls. ' He, aceordingly, ine
vefted Pecmacoli to the northward, and, after the reduétion of that place, effelled a
jun&ion with the main army of Hyder, and, in concert with that prince, meditated an
attack on Vandiwafh, : ‘ 2k | |

«The approach of the Englifh compelled them to abandon that enterprize ; and'the
combined army, ftrong in their numbersypofleflfed themfelves of fuch advantageous polis,
. as precluded the pofibility of attack. “But the Britifh commander, general Coote, de«
termined, if poffible, to bring them to a@ion, had recourfe to a maneceuvre, which effec~
tually anfwered his purpofe. He marched with his whole force to Arnee, a firong for-
trefs, in which Hyder’s principal magazines were depofited ; and that prince, anxious for
the fafety of fe valuable a poffeffion, relinquithed his fituation on the Red Hills, and
marched to the relief of the garrifon. Ever rapid in his ‘motions, and“concealing the
march of his infantry by his numerous bodies of horfe, e took the enemy by {drprize.
on the fecond of June ; but the fkill of the Englifh ¢commander, and the bravery of his
troops were fuccefsfully exerted for the reftoration of order ; the attack was returned
with fpirit and effeét ; and the allies were driven from the field with confiderable flaugh-
ter. But the native troops, chiefly compofed of cavalry, eafily eluded the purfuit of the
vi@ors ; and monfieur Duchemin had cautioufly avoided expofing the French, till the ar-
rival of the marquis de Bufly, with a ftrong reinforcement, an. event that was daily ex~
pe&ted, might enable them to a& with efficacy, N IR 2
In confequence of this plan, he retired to Cuddalore, which he firengthened by addi
tional works, and rendered fccure from any fudden infult, The indifpofition of gener

-




| 1782.] “LEWIS THE SIXTEBENTH, SR | |

(h@»-ahm-ﬁn fame time, joined to a want of provifions, compelled him to quit the
field ; fo that no event of any confiderable importance took placc in the Carnatic, dtmu‘

the mnunder of the year,

Buﬂiloﬁgh thcamﬂm of either pwcr were thus eompelled to lbfhnn from hoftilities,
the rival fguadrons of France aud England {till continued their bloody attacks. Mon.
ficur Suffrein had returned from Batacalo to the coaft of Coromandel ; and, having re-
frefhed his fleet at the Danifh fettlement of Tranquebar, he proceeded from thénce to
Cuddalore, which the French had rendered their chief place at arms, both for the land
and fea fervige. It was his object to attack the Englifh fleet, before the arrival of a re~
inforcementy, which he knew had failed from England, and was impatiently expeed at
Madras, He was furnifhed at Cuddalore with four humdred French, and as many fea-
poys ;. and to thefe were added three handred artillery-men, who were of the moft effential

fervice to him.

Thus ftrengthened, he appeared off Negapatnam, where the Englifh fleet lay atancl;org
and Admiral Hughes no fooner defcried his rival, than he religned the fecurity of his ftas
tion to meet him, « In this action, fought on the fixth of April, the number of fhips on
«ch fide was the fame as in the laft engagement ; the fame fkill and courage were dif= *
phypd ; the French flect, however, fuffered the greateft damage, retired firft from adion,

~and wou&d,.pwbably, have fuftained a total defeat, had not a favourable fhift of wind
refcued. them from impending danger,. Bhe captain of the Severe, of fixty-four guns,
. even ftruck -his colours, but baving by that means clcaped the deftrudlive fire of the
Sultan, an Englith fhip of {eventy-four guns, (o which he ftruck, he renewed the en=

ment without hoifting his colours, and retired for fafcty, into the midit of his own
ﬂm . The French commander retreated to Cuddalore, while admiral Hughes, hav:ng
kept the fea about a fortnight longer, pracceded to Madras.

Mop{;ew de Su&'rem exerted his ufual induftry in refitting his fguadron ; and having
'reqewed advice from the Sieur d’Aymar, that he was arrived at Point de Galln, which
l}a on the fouth fide of the nﬂand of Ceylon, in his own fhip, the Saint Michael of
fixi x&fpu gupn.\accom.pmlcd by the llluftre of feventy-four; and the fecond divifion of

jarquis de Buffy’s troops, the French admiral immediately failed from Cuddalore, .
?assh“ n 'Jomed this fquadron, proceeded with his whole force to the attack of Trinca-

i€ he arrived towards the end o“ugnﬁ. |

 braved the fire of the Enghfb batteries, he anchored his flect in the moft ad-
eous flation for the annoyance of the garrifon ; the landing of the troops, under
the cmdu of .the baron d’Agoult. was effeéted the next day, and the place was imme=
diately ‘invefted.  Afer two days, employed in the ereélion of batteries, thofe on the

Jeft were ‘opencd eaﬂ; in the morning, and foon gained fuch a decifive fuperiority, that
the

-
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| the Englifh cannon were filenced before night. ~On the following day, monficur Sufy
frein, mMged by this fuccefs, fummoned the garrifon to furrender ; and the Britifh
commandant convinced of the inutility of farther reﬁﬂmcc, confented to cap\itu-late.

“h\'emoﬂ favourible condirions were fubferibed by the French wmmanden’ The
Wonours of war were granted in the fulleft extent : the garrifon was to be immediately
conveyed to Madras, in fhips provided at the expence ot $rance; the Dutch inhabitants,
as well as the garrifon, wereto be fecared in their private property; md all the rights and
prmlcgcs of the former were to be preferved inviolate.

- |

Monfieur de Suffiein had fearce taken the neceflary meafures fur fecuring his new
acquifition, when the Englith fleet appcalcd off Trincamalé. Admiral Hughes had
been lazely joined by a fhip of feveaty-four guns; but ftill the advaontage was on the
fide of the Fiench, and they were fuperior to their adverfaries by one fhip of the line,
and two of fifty guns. Tn the hope of eflablifhing the dominion of France, on the
Eaftern Ocean, by a decifive viGtory, monfieur de Buffrein food out to fea, and, about
three o'clock in the afternoon of the third of September, the altion became general.
Monfieur de Suffiein himfelf in the Heros again encountered admiral Hughes in the
Superbe, and the tival commanders maintained aclofe and bloody confliét till the evening
was far advanced. Soonafter fix o’clock the French admiral’s main and mizen mafts
were fhot away by the board, and an hour after he relinquifhed the conteft. Un-
der cover of the night he retirld to Trincamal, whence he fent fix of his captains,
whom he accufed of forfaking ‘him in+ the hour ofdanger, under arreft to the ifland of
+ Mauritins, The approach of thofe hnrricanes which, at a certain feafon of the year, fweep,

with deftruétive rage, the coafts of Coromandel, compelled the hoftile fquadrons 1 to cons

fult their mutual {afety ; and while the French fought fhelter at Achem, a port belonging
to the ifland of Sumatra, the Englifh retired to the harbour of Bombay.

While the forces of France were thus occuptcd in the cafl, the attention of her mini-
fiers at homie was dire@ed to the commotions which agitated the rquhlk of Geneva.
By the general conftitution of Geneva, the fovcrelgn power of the ftate was' invefied in
the gencral council, which confifted of all the citizens and hrgeja aﬂ'cmblcd wgether &

S | lmt
¢ ] 1 e 'y 3 _f
\ i

6 The members of this republic are divided into four e“l-i-'l"hc !nhllunnu. Mﬂﬁu,mw m
* Under the denomination of Inbabitarss is comprehended all firangers, who eftablith their refidence within the
- bounds of the Republic, cither for a limited time or for life, Thefe have no fhare in the legifature, nor can they
hold mm the offices of the magiftracy. Upon their arrival theydochrs their u.inwm, and rgmpm
and de
The chara@ter of Burgess is deemed more honourable and ndnatwluntlm of Tubabitant, Tt confers par 1‘-
culaciprivileges in the profecution of trade and commerce, of which the latter are deprived. ltilin*, o
@ver, that may be acquired, -either by dint of favour, or through the medium of moncy. A ftranger, fetdling 3¢ -
. : Geneva,

|
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but, by.degrees, the acquifition of wealthy that never-failing fource of oppreffion, ene |

abled the magiftrates and fenate to extend their own'poWwer, by an unconftitutional ins
fringement on the privileges of the people. Thefe encrodachments occalioned frequent

complaints, the negle of which, of courfe, gave rife to ferious difcontents, The fenate

occafionally impofed taxes without the confent of the general council ; and the feverity
- exerted by the magiftrates and fenate againft thofe who cenfured and oppofed their at«
tempts to extend the bounds of their authority, had greatly contributed to encreafe the
number. of malcontents. To prevent a continuance of thofe difputes, which naturally
refulted from fuch a Rate of things, the demoeratical party reggired the eftablifhment of
a regular code of laws, which fhould be for the rulers the foundation of their authority,
and for the people the known flandard of their obedience. But at the moment when the
reftoration of tranquillity was about to be effeéted, and mutual confidence on the point
of being fettled on this firm bafis of public order and common fecurity, the falutary
pro_]c& was deféated by the intrigues.of the ariftoeratic party, ~ The magiftrates had not
only recourfe to the moft unjuftifiable pradtices for maintaining the authority théy bad
ufurped, and to the moft exaggerated reprefentations of the oppofition they had experienced
{rom their fellow citizens ; but, rather than fuffer amy abridgment of that authority, they
courted and obtained the interference of foreigrt powers. Of thefe the molt confiderable
was. thc king of France, who, as protector of the Republic, concerted with the king of
Sardinia, and the Swifs cantons of Zurich and Berne, the means of refloring peate to
Geneva. After many unfucceflsful efforts, they, at length, formed a code, which lodged
the fupreme power in the magiftrates ; and, to give weight to their mediation, an army
of twelve thoufand men, belonging to the king of France, the king of Sarninia, and the
Swifs cantons, encamped under the walls of the city. The leaders of the democratic
party were unable to contend with their rivals, thus formidably fupported ; the gates of
the city were opened to the combined forces, and the pretenfions of the fyndics were ef.
tablifhed by the count de Jancourt, the count de Marmora, and meflicurs Steignier and
Valtevalle, the minifters plenipotentiary of the mediating powers. A general amnefty

" RSV

Geneva, and withing to carry on his trade exempt from reftri@ions, may, on payroent of a certain fum, be admit.
ted into the Bowgaeifie. The title of Burgeff may alfo be conferred, in an honorary way, even on foreigners and
non.refidents ; but no Burgefs can hold any office i in the magifteacy, though he has a voice inthe gencral allembly
of the peaple, .

“The Native derives his appellation from the circumftance of Being born in the place; but though this fhould
dttalnfy enticle him to the poffeffion of particular privileges, he has ao political power or capacity whatfoever in
" the fiate; ‘laeh. in falt, a ih'angnr in the midft of that country in which he was born and educated.

“Tobea mkhmautonly to be born in the republic, but alfo to be the fon of a Citizen or Burgefs, or

of a Native, father and grandfather have had the fame charafler. For it is not the fon, but the grandfon of
:& III lhe privilege of Citizen by birth. The number of this clafs was, in the year 1782, eftimated at

m 2 mﬁdlnlmmﬁapﬂmm of holding public offices, and of forming part of the legiflas
By Iy Wi \
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was, at the fame time, publithed, out of which only nineteen perfons were excepted ;
two of thefe were deprived of their employments ; feven were condemned to perpetual
~ exile; and the reft were banifhed for tén-years; but the fpirits of the inhabitants were
fcvewlyfepreﬁ'ed by thefe new rcgulmons ; and a great number of them rather chofe to
_quit for ever their native country, than to {ubmit to thofe inftitut.ons which they con-
fidered as a violent mfrmgcmcnt of their privileges, and as a ﬂagrant invafion of their
liberties. ‘ b

5\

-

During the adminiftratien of monfieur Fleury, who, on the difinifion of M. Neckar,
had fucceeded to the office of comptrollér-general of the finances, many of the reforms
which the latter had earried into execution were fuperfeded, and fome of the abufes
wh'sch he had deftroyed were unhappily reftored. The publication of variousediéts and

impofts, neceffary but onerous, increafed the regret of the people for the lofs of the late
minifter, who had wifely adopted the beft of all maxims of .ﬁmncc, that economy is the
{ureft fource of abundance.’ |

To multiply the refources of the government, without encreafing the burthens of the
public, the minifters endeavoured to kindle, throughout the capital, and in the different
provinces; a flame of enthufialm, which, if produive of no folid advantage, might yeﬁ
dazzle the eyes of the multitude, and awe the enemies of Frances: The defeat oﬂhé

- count de Graffe had imprefled the kingdom with general gricf and confternation 3 and, in
order to repair the lofs which the national marifie had {uftained, feveral ftates and wealthy

communities were prevailed upon to difplay their zeal in the conftru@ion and eqmpment
of fhips of war, according to their refpective &rcngth and affluence.

-~

| The c]crgy were more particularly diflinguifhed by their liberality, di Lin a
mananer highly confiftent with their facred profeffion, They uot only gzuteﬁ’:ge exis

gencics of the flate a free gift of fifteen-millions of livres, but, at the fame-timo, requéﬁed
their fovereign to accept an additional million, to be inviolably applied to the comfon and
maintenance of thofe feamen who had been wounded m the courle &tbcﬁwﬁ:f_ .l}'&;bc'

fupport of the widows and orph:ms of fnch as had fa.ucn, Eﬂnaﬂtiﬁ é@iiﬂi;&if - |
of themaval glory of Frarice. e
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A.D. 1783.] Yet thefe conmbutmm, though they reﬂe&eﬂ’!.l}e h@gﬂhqmmqn, --
the doaors, could afford but a partial ‘and fCant fuppl;, mb;h;“&q immenke prepa-
rations'of France called for the moft folid and a&uh{qm In conjunétion with
his allies, Lewis was determined this year, to make - ahmonwérﬂnl e&‘nng;wtﬁn
purpofe of promoting afpeedy termination of the war. “The combined fleets of the,
houfe of Bourbon. though unable to atchieve any enterprize of importance, ﬂl&ﬂ w ;
sained their fuperiority, in Europe, over the Englifh, The. ,marqms 49 - :
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throc l‘hups of the line, thrcc thoufand troops, and a conﬁdcmblc train of wllgq, fup-
rted the hopes of France in the Euft, and alrca:!y aﬁgg.:ﬂ to thc conqueft of the E
pofiefions on the coalt of Corontatdel. Nine fhips of'the line, and thirty tran
'pdrto, in which was embarked a fcle& corps of feven thoﬁl’and five. hundred Iolllm.
failed from Bieft to America, under the condué of n;onﬁclu de Vulu\ to rmu'l'orcc the
marqﬁm de Vaudreuil, and to complete the expulfion of thc Engltih from thar continent,
while the States- General of Holland agreed to fupply at tﬁc;r own expence ten {hips of
thc I'ne, which were to fail to Brc(t andto alt in concert with the: {quadrons of France.
Th: count d’Eﬁmqg was appointed (0 the fupreme command ol the combined fleets,

S Such were the prcparatuom for the tnrfunng campasgn. on which the mnpul}cn of
ance founded the moft fanguine cxpc&auons of fuccefs ; but, fortunatcly, their pm-
je&s of ambition were fruftrated by the pacific difpofition of their fovcrclgn, who pre-
ferréd to the aggrandifement of his crown the eafe and happmcfs of his fubjedts, A
change in the adminiftration of England had effe@ed an alteration in the fentiments and
pmmdmgs of the Britith -council, and all idea of farther oppofition te the clmmof
America were difclaimed by the new minifters.. The emancipation of the Americans

. “f[om the domination of Great Britain had beep the grand objeét of France ; the defeat in
the Weft Indies, and the repulfe st Gibraltar, were flill imprefled on the mind of Lewis; -
“and though his vaft armaments, and the refources of hisallics, prefented the faireft pro-
dpedt of fuccels. in the enfuing campaign, they were flill infufficient to perfuade him to
continue the war; when the grand objc& of it was dlready obtained, and when peace
W Mprocﬂredm term: hmouub.iq to himfelf, and advmtagcous to his kingdom.

L] T o K o
Indnced by thefc conﬁdtrlttom. e liftened to the proffered and powerfal mediation of ;
tbeum ﬁ’i‘ﬂupotemntel in Europe, the emperor of Germany, and the emprefs of Ruflia;

: ant de W‘BC!MI, who ftill prefided over the departinent of foreign affairs,

-bh‘rqpblnuiw treat with' Mr. Fitzherbert, the Englifb minifter at Bruflcls, but who

‘had lately proceeded to Paris, to conduét this important negociation. - The way s al-
ready {moothed for the reftoration of public tranquillity by provifional aruclcs, figned,
atihc conclafion of the laft year, between Great Brnam and the States of America, and
which were to ‘coriflitute i treaty of peace finally to be concluded, when that between

'?meuntl Gmt Bmm took plm. '
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Jﬂﬂ't e ml“ tbe fmdom. fow.mgﬂty' and mdgpcmlence of the Thirteen United

were, individually, by name, and i the folleft and moft exprefls terms, acknow-

Joed 'lﬁl Hﬂma to their gc%rnmcm and tcrri’tortal rights were for ever rehinguifhe

by the n”ﬂ’lﬁﬁrﬁm. bwml Irncs were drawn for the puipole of pre-

' ﬁl’ﬁlﬂu about hmd:rms : and on the fea co.fts—as the Britifh

fe to be '. '“Qwi hmn all the territories of the United States— New York,
Stater ]‘nihd. iad ‘Charles Town, with all their dependencics, were given

" L up,




