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up, and an uwnlimitted ﬂght of fithery, on the banks of Newfoundland, in the Gtﬂph of
Siint Laurence, and in all other places where both nations had been hitherto aiccnllome}
to E(h, was g‘nmed to the Americans, : et v, L2

i‘ﬁﬁce thus enjoyed the flerile fatisfaltion of defpoiling Great Br‘:‘mn of thole colo-
nies, on which her enemies vainly imagined her.commercial, if not her political i mpor- )
tanice, eflentially depended ; and of fecuring to herfelt, b‘y the ere€tion of a tew power
acrofs ‘the Atlantic, a grateful and potént ally.  This primary objeét was, therefore, no
fooner attained, than the count de Vergennes quickened ‘the negociations of his own
court: on the twentieth of January, the, prchm:mry articles of peace were figned at
Paris ; and, on the third of September, the deRinitive treaty was concluded, on the part
of their refpe€tive fovereigns, by that minifter and the duke of Mmcheﬁ:ct ‘I‘he condi-
tions of this treaty are compnsed in the foﬂowmg articles '

1. There Thall be a chriftian, univerfal, and perpehﬂfeat“é’ ‘u'ﬂeﬂby fea utyhﬂ
‘and a fincere and conftant friendfhip ﬁ!ail be re-efloblifhed, between their Britannick ‘and
Moft Chriftian Majeﬂ:es, and between their heirs and fuccéflors, kingdoms, dominious, -
provinces, counties, fubjefts and vaffals, of whatfoever quality’or ‘condition they be,
mthout exception either of places or perfons; fo that the high contrafting parties thall
gwe the greateft attention to the muintaining between themfelves, and their fiid domi-
nions and fubje€ls, this reciprocal friendfhip and imtercourfe; without pﬁﬂttiq;’h
either part, any. kind of hollilities to be committed, either’ by fea or land, for ‘any
caufe, or any pretence whatfoever: and they fhall carefully avoid, for the futire,

every thing which might prejudice the union happily re-eftablithed, endeavouring, on ﬁhe
" contrary, to procure reciprocally fer each other, on every occafion, whatever may con-
tribute to their mutual glory, interefis, and advantage, without giving anyaffiltance or
proteftion, direéily or indireftly, to théfe who would do uny injury to the high' con-
traéting parties. There fhall be a generaloblivion and amnefty of every thing which
may &\ ¢ been done or committed, before or lince the «m«m of the war. which
ISJUR ended. -‘-: L Wy

' feadac, goiy TRy w7 b s

2. The treasies of Weﬁphalm & !-6 &; themu nfpm .fwd%m
1679 of Ry fwick of 1697 ; thole cl'peace and of commerce-of Utrecht of 1713 ; that
of Baden of 1714; that of the triple alliance of the Hague of ; 17175 that of the Qua-
druple alliance of London of 1718; the mﬁrdmd#mmﬂ 1738 the defini-
tive treaty of Axx-la-Cblpelle of 1748 ; and that of Paris, ~of 1763, ferve as a bafis and
foundation to the peace, and to the piefent treaty ; and for this. pm& they mﬂu-
newéd and conﬁrmed in the befl fnru;u well as all - e ‘general which fub~
fifted between the high contralting partics before the \m-‘u ;( MMMM
wordfmword,nd\chhymwhqaﬁ&l}g '

-
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M«-ﬂwﬂy executed by both partics, in all the mnn whigh fhall whdm-
M&mby}&e prelent treaty of peace. STV
-g. Nhh prifoners taken on either fide, as welk by Jand as by, fea, and the holtages
carried away or given during the war, and to this day, fhall be reftored, without ranfom,
Jin fix weeks at fartheft, o be computed from the day of the exchange of the ratificas
tions of the, prefent treaty; each crown mfpu&wdgdgfphngmg the advances which fhall
‘have been made for the fubfiflence and maintenance of tbnzr:pn[uw. by ‘gn fovercign of
the country where they fhall have been detained, “according to the receipts and attefled
accounts, and other authentic. vouchers, which fhall, he funithed on each fide: and
fureties hall be reciprocally given for the payment of the debts which the pnfonen may
have contrafled in the countries where they may have been detained, until&heir entire
releale. And all thips, as well men of war as merchant {hips, which may hayve been
“taken fince the expiratiomof the terms ageeed upon for the ceffation of ho&uumb
. fea, fhall likewife be reftored bona fide, with all their crews:and cargoes. And the exe-
cution of this article fhall be procecded upon :mmcdmely after the exchmgc of the rau-

mﬁmﬂi thnlrnqu - .

,4,, H.m.h. W 0[' Gmg Bn,um is mamtuned in his right to the lﬂand of
*MM and to.the adjacent lﬂand#. as t.he whole were allured to him by the
~ thirteenth article of the WQL Utrecht ; excepung the iflands of Saint Pierre and
Miquelon, which are ceded, in full right, by the prefent treaty, to his Mot Lhm jan

nqe&p

'_"-! 3‘ deod :A,

. 5* Bhw% M Mng, gh,-m lsmg,, in ordcr topreveat the quamh wh:;b have
. wm n-the two nations of England and France, confents to renounce the
3 ‘which belongs to . him in_ wmc of the afurefald article of the trcat of
Utl“. h:on Cape Bonavifta to Cape Saint Ibhn. ltnated on the cafiern coaft of
" foundland, in filty degrees north latitude ; and his majefty the king of Great Bruam
 confents, on his-part, that the fihery afligned to the fubjets o his Molt Chrifiian ma-
. jefty, beginning at the foid Cape Saint. ;hg ypalling to thp porth, and defcending by the
7 Wﬂ' cmll ,thhg lﬂand of I ewfoundlund, fhall extend to the place called Cape Raye,

ﬁfq ‘mipgies Jau,tudc A he French filhermen fhall en-
e Gl o1 ich i to them by Lhc pvgl’cnt amcle, as they bad the right to
Y me ,,gthpm by the trca,ty of Um'.cbt.

| WY m;ﬂ;: ﬂll.lh Qr Snnt Laurcnce. the French fhall con- .
Wlx tg-&hc filth nruqlqﬂ th,c trealy of Paris.
‘ . 'Hﬁﬂnn‘ &oi‘eﬂo r;lli‘:&e ifland ol' Samt Lucia in }hé}oﬁ-

14
‘.":ij‘ h

»
o
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and gaarantees to h:rMol'l Chyriftian majefty the ifland of Tobago The Fmteﬁantm-
habitants of the fuid ifland, as well as thofe of -the fame religion, who fhall have fettled
at Saint Lucia, whilft that ifland was occupied by the Britifh, fhall not be molefled in
thé exercife of their worfhip ; and: the Britifh inhabitants, or others whe may have been
ﬁlbje&s to tlie king of Great Britain, in theaforefaid iflands, fhall retain. their pofiefions
upon the fame titles and' conditions by which they have acqumecl them ; or elfe.they may
retire, in full fccumy and liberty, where they fhall *think fit, and fhall' have the power of
felling their eflates, provided it be to fubjects of his Moft Chriftian, ma_pﬁy. and of re-
moving their effeéts, as well as their perfons, without being reftrained-in. their emigrae
tion, under any pretence whatloever, except on account of debt, or of eriminal profecus=
tions, The term limitted for this emigration is fixed to the fpace of cighteen months,
to be comfuted from the day of the exchange-of the ratifications of the prefent treaty.
And for the better fecuring the poffeffions of the inhabitants of the aforefaid ifland of . To.
bago, the Moft Chriftian King fhall 1ﬁ'uealctm-palent, wnmmug an. abolition. of. J.he-
Droitd Aubamc in the faul lﬂand  ' _ e\ s gy . ’

8. The Moft Chnﬂ:tan king refiores to Grcat Bntam the 1ﬂmdo ofﬁGmnadn anﬂ th.
vGrzmdmes, Saint Vincent’s, Dominica, Saint Chriflopher’s, Nevis, and Montferrat ;.
and the fortreffes of thele iflands Thall be delivered up in the:condition they were at the'
time of their redultion. The fame ftipulations inferted in the preceding articles fhall take
place in favour of the French fubje&s, with: refpe& to the iflands enumcrated in t];,e :
prefent article. g gt el

9. The Iung of Great Britain cedes, in full right, and guarautees to his moft C-hqﬁxm
majefty, the river Senegal, and its ‘dependencies, with the forts ‘of Saint Louis, Podor,.
Galam, Argum, and Portendic ; and his Britannic majeﬁ'y reftores to France the ifland of
Goree, which ﬂmll be delivered up i m the cond:tlon it was.in whmme conqn:& e! it wu- -
made.. - : b AR HIERY A

10. The Mot Chriftian kmg, on liis part, guarantees to &ie ng of G’rblt"m the-
poffellion of fort Jamcs, and of the mer Ga.mbm PG £ AR o 20 s 1, ﬁ'* o,

'. b - ||.'~"' '}'; s Anl"' _..:'.. APRLA 1

11, For preventing all difcuffion i that part bf tl:fe woﬂl the two high cc
parties fhall, within three months after the exchange of the ratifications of the
treaty, name commiffaries, who fhall be charged with the le&ﬁng’tﬂ&'ﬁﬂng’ﬂie“m
daries of the refpeétive poffeflions. As tothe - gum trade, the Ens}gﬂrﬂmll have the lib
of carrying it on, fromthe mouthof the river Saint Jd'hn to t‘ﬁeby and fort of Port
inclufively ; provided, however, that they fhall not form any permanent M&
what nature foever, in the fmd nm Sum Jolm, upon thscdaﬁ orm&ebqgéﬁ‘?’

Portendic, | T b
P J {A ’ i ._‘- g Y _M ﬂﬁ’f 'T'.‘ } i W{'m‘! |
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12 As to the reft of the African coaft, the Englifh and French fubje@s ﬂlaﬂ éonﬁnﬂt'
to refort thereto, according to the ufage which has hitherto- obtained. ‘

13. The king of Great Btitain reflores to his Moft Chriftian majefty all the fettlements
which belonged to him, at the beginning of the prefent war, upon the coaft of Orixa
and in Bengal, with liberty to furround Chandernagore with a ditch for carrying off the
waters ; and his Britannic Majefty engages to take fuch meafures as fhall be in his power
for fecuring to the fubjeéts of France, in that part of India, as well as on the coafts of
Orixa, Coromandel, and Malabar, a fafe, frce, and independent trade, fuch as was carrid
on‘by the F rench Eat-India Company, whether they exercife it individually, or asa

company. ~ : v

14. Pondicherry fhall be, in like manner, dclivered up ‘and guarantecd to Fr.mée, as
alfo Karikal: and his Britannic majefty fhall fecure, for an additional dependency to
Pondicherty, the two diftri&ls of Vclanour, and Bahour ; and to Karikal, the four Ma=

gans bordenng thercupon.

15. France fhall re-cnter into pollcffion of Mahé, as well as of its factory at Surar;
~ and the French fhall carry on their trade, in this part of India, conformably to the prin~
upiei éﬂiﬁhﬁled in the thnrtceuth article of"thnrtreaty

Y !6. Ordcrs having been fent to India by the high contra@ing parties, in purfuance to
the fixteenth article of the prclmumﬂes, it is further ugrccd that if, within the term of
four momhs, the refpef.lwc allies of their Britannic and Moft Chriftian majefties fhall
not ha\rc accedcd to thc prefent pacaﬁcmon. or concluded a feparate accommodation, their
faid rpajeﬂm ﬂmﬂ not give them any afiftance, dlrcaly or indireétly, againft the Britifh -
or French poﬂ'eﬁons, or agamﬂ: ‘the ancient polleflions of their refpective allies, fuch a8

thcy were in the year 1776..

tz The kmg of Great Biitain, ‘)cmg defirous to give his Moﬁ Chriftian chﬁy ¥
fincere proof of recongiliation and fiiendfhip, and to contribute to render folid the peace
u‘ehlﬂlﬂxed between their faid majelties, confents to the abrogation and fupprrﬂion of
“ élcb Rhtive to Damku'-'h fiom the tn:uy of peace concluded at Utrecht in

1 the ar

atg J a&er ihe elchange of the ratifications, the two high contradling -
name ieg to treat concerning net arrangements of commerce be-
__: . ne f on the bafil of reciprocity and mutual convenience ; which ars
rangements {h oﬁadcmcluded within the fpace of two years, to be computd
hn-tbe ﬁrﬂ.of]unry. in the year 1784,
f "_" (N 4 N 19. All
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19. Al the countiics and territories which may have been, or whsdt may, be conquer-
ed in any part of the world whatloever; by the arms of his Britannic majelty, as well as
by thofe of his Moft Chriftian majefty,"which are not included in the prelent ueaty, nei-
" ther under the head of cefiions, not under the head of reltitutions, ﬂnll bcu&arcdfvu.hout
dlﬁwlty, and without requiring any compenfation,

20. Asit is neceffury to appoint a certain period for the u&aummnd evm:taom t.o
be made by cach of the high contralling partics, it is agreed, that the king of Great Bria
tain fhall caufc to be evacuated the iflands of Saint Pierre and Miquelon, three months
after the ratification of the prefent/ treaty, or foouer, if it can be done ; Saint Lucia
(one of the Caribee Iflands) and Goree in Africa, three months after the ratification
of the prcfent treaty, or fooner, if it can be done. The kmg of Great Britain fhall,
in like manaer, at the end of three months after the msinuen of the prefent treaty,
or foaner, if it can be done, enter again into the pofleflion of the iflands of Grenada,
the Grenadines, Saint Viacent’s, nonunuca. Saint Chriftopher’s, Nevis, and Mont-
ferrat.  France fhall be put in poffeffion of the towns and faGories which are reftored
to her in the Eaft Indies, and of the tervitories which are proctired for her, as additional
dmmlemm te Pondicherry, and to Karikal, fix months after the ratification of the
prefent treaty, or fooner, if it can be done. France fhall deliver up, at the end of thp
like term of fix months, the towns and. territories which her arms may have taken
from the Englifh, or their allies, in the Eaft Indies. In confequence whereof, the
weceffary owders fhall be fent, by cach of the high contralting parties, with reci
paflports for the fhips which (hall carry themw, :uuncd:auly du:r the :quﬁminn mhs
pn&m treaty. _ _ :

28 Fhe decifion of the prizes and fe.-,zum made prior to the hnﬂﬂrﬁa fh;iu be rd"elr :
red to the relpeclive courts of juflice; fo that the 1-gality of the faid prizes and i'emnw,
fhall be decided according to the law of nations, and to treaties, in the couts of j

of the nation whlch fhall have made the captutc or ordeted thc quure. o

ag, For prcvem,m; the mnut of the h\h&ﬂ; whl:‘l have been n
conguered by either of the high contradling parties, it amm&mm th 0
. mounced in the laft refort, Mnhwhhvegcwhdﬂfam

be confirmed and exccuted according to theu’ foim and I:enm‘-; 5 , : j_-:' ' : ' ¥

- 23, Their Britannic and mcbnm majeflics, promife
-hﬂﬁdﬂ- all the articles coutained and ﬁﬂsbhﬂl. Lin ﬂi
not tuffer the fame to be intringed, direClly or *'P‘l!“#hh relpeive fo ’. '
the faid high contracing partics guarantce 1o each ,mmy md‘,
the ftipulations of the prefent treaty, Bt i v
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q. The folemn ratifications of the prefent treaty, prepared in good and due form, fhall
be&:changed in thiscity of Verfailles, between the high contradting parties, in the fpace
“ofa momh, or fq’oncr if pollible, to be computed from the day of the .ﬁguatn:c of thtm-

~ This treaty was followed by a declaration, on the part of the king of England, anda
counter-declaration, on the part of Lewis the Sixteenth, The former fet forth, that the
‘terms of the dcfinitive treaty having been finally concluded with his Moft Chriftian ma-
jefty, the king.of Great Britain would feck every means not only to enfure the execu-
tion thereof; with his accuftomed good faith and punuality, but would befides give,

«on'his part, all poffibly cfficacy to thofe principles which were caleulated to pfendt‘ e#cn

1he {malleft foundatuon of future difputes, {

‘I‘othat end and in order that the fithermen of the two nations might not give cmﬁ
for daily quarrels, | his Britannic majcfly exprefled his determination to adopt the moft pos
fitive meafures for preventing bis fubje@ts from interrupting, “in any mannper, by their
competntlon, the fithery of the French, during the temporary exercife thereof which
was granted to them, upon the coafts of the ifland of Newfoundland ; and for that purs
pole, he would caufe the fixed fetticments which might ve formed there to be removed,
His Brtum)lt majcﬂy would alfo give orders that the French fifhermen fhould not be

: :M; in cutting the wood neceffary for the repair of thelr ftages, hats, and fith-
-h'fg ‘vcﬁll. Eir e 4

The thlrtecnth article of the treaty of Utrecht, and-that method of carrying on ‘the
ﬁﬂ;ery, which had, at all times, betn acknowledged, was declared to be the plan uwpon
which the fifhery fhould be carried on in thole parts—a plan not to be deviated from by
either pgny'; the Freneh fithermen hmldmg only* their flages, confining themlelves to
the 1epair of their ﬁﬂ:mg wefels, and not wintering there ; the fubjeéts of his Biitannie
~maj- k¢, on their part, not molcfting, in any mander, ‘the French filhermen, during thebt

Bﬂamg, nor injwmg tﬁeir ﬁagca, during their abl’once.

;, ‘Fhe tmg of Great Britain obferved, that, in ceding the iflands of Saint Pierre and
| France, he regarded them as ceded for the purpofe of ferving as a real fhelter
.'. _‘ "Mmm and in {nﬂ nouﬁdenee that thefe poflefions would not becomc

1‘ - w C%mt Bntann having grantcd to France every thing which could

: sonfiriy ﬁ:de whlch the latter defired to carry on there, his majelty re-

the | 2 'Etum‘nf rhe court of Verfmllcs, that thc poncr
- of

. A »
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- of furroundmg Chandernagore with a ditch for carry ng off the waters, fhould not be
cxemfed.a Cﬁcquner as to render it an objeét of umbrage, : : ‘PR

=

Thg new‘ ﬁatc in whuch ¢ommerce might, perhaps, be found, m all parts oi' the world.
would demand revifions and explanations of the fublifting trcatucs ;. but an entire abro-
- gation of thofe treatics, at whatever period it might take plaoe, would, it was pro-

perly fuggefied, throw commerce into fuch confuﬁ.on as mult he 1uﬁn=tcly pl‘CJUdIGIJl
to it, , . A

In fome of the treaties of this defcription there were not only art:c]es which related
merely to commeice, but many others which enfured, rcc;procally, to the rcfpe&wc fub-
jeéts, privileges, facilities for conduéling their affairs, perfonal proteétions, and other ad-
vantages, which were not, and which fhould not be of a changeable nature ;—fuch ' as
the regulations relating to the value of goods and merchandize, variable from clrcum-
fances of every kind.

It was foggefted, thercfore, that when the ftate of the trade between the two rations
fhould be treated upon, it was requifite tobe under(tood, that the alteration which might’
be made in ghe fubfifting treatics were to extend only to arrangements merely com-
mercial ; and that the privileges and advantages, mutual and particular, fhould be not
only prelerved, on each fide, but even augmented, if that could be done.~In that view
his Britannic majefty had confented to the appointment of comxmﬂ‘anﬂ, on cach ﬁde,

who were to treat folely upon that objeél. _ 3

In reply to this declaration, Lewis declared, that the prmup!es hy whi¢h he had be:n
guided, in the whole courfe of the.negotiation which preceded the re-eftablifiment of
peace, muft have convinced the king of Great Britain, that he had had no other defign
than to render it folid and durable, by preventing, as much as po{‘iblc, in the four quay-
ters of the world, every' fubje of difcuffion, and every ground of difpute, Thakms
of Great Britain undoubtedly placed too much confidence in the reftitude of his ma-
jefty’s intentions, not to rely on his conftant artention to prevent the iﬂm#d(Si'mt
Pierre and Miquelon from bccommg an objed of 3ealo’ufy beween th&t!g nmpm. P

‘As to the fifhery on the coafts of Newfonndiand. wbich hai ll'.cn the Ob';(& of ﬂ:g
new arrangements fettled by the two fovereigns upon that matter, Lcru o‘bfewd(
was fafficiently afcertained by the fifth article of the definitive ﬁrm , and }

by the fubfequent declaration of his Brntar\mc majeﬂy 3 on thu Héad hé ﬂﬁew Mm-"'
felf to be fully fatuﬁed. | _ :

A

TR~ . 4'_.1

He aceepted lhe rquhti&m m(h n-gaﬂl to the ﬁ‘hry _
_ foundland dnd t.huk of St. an and Mtqueiom and wo




THEe R : N . : ‘ . > ‘\v
1933.‘);_ e anxs THE s:xumrn‘. o B

-ordegl,.;bu'ﬂu and; ffhermen Mould not exceed the bomtll preferibed ; bmg ﬁﬂlly
..'crl‘miled that thc king of Grcat Britain wonld gwe .ﬁmlu' orders to the Englﬁ

".l’he king s defire to maintain the peace, extcnded to India as'well as to the other parts
«of the workd ; his Britannic majefty might, therefore, be affured, that he would never
permit an “objeé fo inoffenfive and fo harmlefs, as the ditch, with which Chlndcmagom
was to ~b¢ furronnded to give any umbrage to thc court of London. .

|, L
#

Inpbggﬂag new mmercaal amngcments, the king had no other dcﬁgn tlun to u-
medy, by the rules of reciprocity and mutual convenience, whatever might be defeive
in the treaty of commerce, figned at Utrecht, in 1713, Thakmg of Great Britain might
judge from thence, that his majefty’s intention was not, in. any wife, tocancel all
the ﬁnpuhuom in that treaty ; he declared, on the contrary. that he was, thenceforth,
dlfpofcd to mamtaln all the privileges, facilities, and advantages, expreffed in the faid
treaty, as. far as fhould be reciprocal, or compenfated by equivalent advantages. It
was to, attam thn end, fo defirable to both paruu. that commiffaries were to be appoints
cd :o trr.at on the ﬂa&e of the trade between the two nations, and that a confiderable {pace
of time was to be allowed for the completion of their work. His majefty hoped that
M obdﬁ woyld be purfued with the fame good faith, and the. fame {pirit of concilia=
x%*{yhsch m:u'ked the difcuflion of all the other points comprifed in the definitive
treaty ; an& he cxpreﬁ'ed his firm conviion; that the refpeétive commillaries would em-
ploy - thc utmoft diligence in the accomplifiment of that lmportant work.

'rhrs ﬂpﬂl llﬁd caﬁdsd explananon tas admnrabl y calcul.tted for the prevention of fu-
'ture fpmi lgﬂ the king enjoyed the fatisfation—much. greater than any which
| thin’ like his could poﬁ'ibly derive ﬁ‘om the humiliation of a tival—of having reiiored
peace to hls fubjef@s, and tranquillity to Europe. Nor were the intercfls of hisally,
the king of Spam, negleéted upon this occafion ; that country, which had fo long been

uftomed to witnefs'the gradual reftricion of her boundaries, now tafled the fweets of
ac}]ulﬁuon. 'ﬁ':%gh inceffantly baffled in her attempts to reduce the fortrefs of Gib-
I'M 'bﬁl' pﬁdﬁ W“, 2 fome dagrcc, foothed by the ceflion of the ifland of Minorca,. in

mpcm and to th; extenfive pofleflions which fhe already enjoyed in South
r‘;‘ ' ‘now added the fertile provinces of Eaft and Weft Florida, on the northern
ontine: TM only retribution which fhe made, was the reftoration of the Bahama

 iflands to ¢ ﬂa‘sﬂ% e i ik
B ' :: er Vu mhtemthe vuﬁ, and had been evidently influenced by mo-
h a pat Mu Auch fupport from the court of Verfailles; the
h w'&i’ “to combat the difficulties in which they had involved

lh cunwb as well to individuals as to mercantile powers,
M | o tha
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that where felf-iaterc(t leads to a ;riolmm of plughtetf faith, it generally defeats its own
ohje&, and meets with the punifhment it deferves. That clofe conneétion which had

once fubfifted bztween the Englith and Datch, was now diffolved ; and the latter dif-
covcred, that they had loft an old ally, without acquiring. a new one.

Thou;hmaquillltg was thus nuored to Europe; Af; ica, and Amﬂtca. Afia, diftant
from the feene of negociation, continued (till expofed to the ravages of war. Tlppoo-
Saib, who, on the death of his father, had lately fucceeded to the governmrm of his ex-
tenfive dominions, bad alrdady diftinguithed himfelf by his fucceflive viftories over
colonel Baillie in the Carnatic, and colonel Braithwaite on the banks of the Coleroon ;
and his enemies were foon convinced that his acceflion to mydty had not dam}nd his
military ardour. ‘General Matthews, a Buitifly oﬁcer, had penetrated with a fcleét de-
tachment to Beduure, the capital of the wealthy kingdom of ‘Canore, where his conduct
had excited fuch difguft in the minds of his brother officers, as to induce many of them. -
to quit the fervice.  But before he had time: tofecare himfelf in his new congucﬂ, he
was alarmed by the approach of Tippoo Suih. who; with an ho& of cavalty, and the {mn
corps of “French under the command of monficur Lally, preﬂ'ed forward to chajhfc his
temerity. = The Englifh commander marched out to meet the enemy ; but neituer his
firength nor his fkill feemed propomoued to his prefumption ; hisranks were mn’auﬂy
broken by the rapid charge of the French j with the lofs of five hundred men he retired
within the wallsof Bednure, and foon after figned a capitulation, which, ona promife of.
their lives and liberties, delivered himfelf and his troops into the power of Tippoo Saib,
The capitulation, however, was foon violated by the treacherous and unprincipled vic-
tor ;: the garrifon were detained as prifoners; the general himfelf is reported to- have
perifhed by poifon ; feveral of the principal officers were barbaroufly murdered; and the

few that were releafed at the conclufion of the peace, had czg:nemul fufferirigs that rea-
dered the fate of their flaughtered companions enviable.

The hoftile fquadrons of France and England had, in order tp-savod..mn firuliv
-lury of the monfoons, retired to their refpeive mu:; but, as m fﬁtﬂt fon.
~ would permit. monficur de Suffrein *had proceeded from Trincamalé-to C

was there reirforced by twelve hundred European troops, which he d‘fprfed i;..
fhips, and was lying at anchor in the road of Pon&lehmy, 'Ken Iudd'novmd tl?o’l"-
proaehpf the Englith fleet indcra'lhmral H.uglm.» W SR il

) AR Mot 1% l‘&ﬂ o
~The Britifh fquadron had been Jomed by five fhips of -thc lh!hnwmu
now fuperior in number to the French by two ﬂupl,of the line; undif
this difparity, however, monficur de Suffrein refolved to enco
port the honour of the French flag; the a&ionbegm&buu‘t __ ‘ternoon, -
heavy cannonade was continued until feven ; at that hmd.q’e*‘” ceafed, withou
decifive confequences ; each fquadron had to hnm"me ﬁnhvi“t‘ufg‘i!aﬁ; er of a

J |
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ber of gallant men ;, and, with this fevere trial of his ftrength, concluded the naval-war-
fare io India.  Admiral Ht:ghes foon after retired to Madras, and monficur de Suffrein,
who, throughout the whole war, had maintained the qhau&ﬂ' of a bold and fkilful com=
marder, proceeded to Cuddalore to return the land forces with which he had been reine
forced, and to which he added two thoufand four hundred men from his own ficet,

This fuccour, though important, was not more than neceffary to the:immediate defence
of the place, The marquis de Bufly, who had lately arrived in India with a. confider-
able body of European troops, found his fituation far from enviable ; general Coote,
whofe fkill, experience, and enterprifing genius had heen confirmed. and difplayed in the
mﬂiof.kmg fervice, was indeed no more ; and by his death ‘the command of the Bri-
tifh forees had devolved on general Stuart. But!the marquis de Bufly foon perceived,
that though he had loft one formidable competitor, he had found another equally fpirited
and enterprifing ; and he was fcarce arrived at Cuddalore biefore he beheld himfelf inveft-
ed-by the Baitifh troops, condu@ed by thein new general, who had cagerly feized the fas
vmmbhx.opportumty afforded him byths motions ot Tlppoo Saib, by whom the Carﬁwc
imlm evacuated for the recovery of Bcénuse.

Thq Iuttﬁm:om of Cuddalore ‘had hecn conﬁdﬂahly ﬁrcngthened by the fkill and
1abour of the French ; and the marquis de Bufly was ftill employed in the conflru@ion

- of new warks, when his progtefs was interrapted by the approach of the Englifh, who
rapid}f-nd!mdm affault the lines before they could be completed. The attack and de»
fence were both maintained with a degree'of refolution that had feldomn been equalled in

# that quarter of the globey and perhaps never exceeded in Evrope : the aflailants, though
frequently repulfed, as conftantly returned to the charge; bur the French were at length

' ovc:mbshned by numbers, and were compelled to abandon their ont'poﬁs, with the leﬁ.

W.pﬁlmmd.ufm fix hundud Jof their beft troops, -

s .
The amva'.l. of the flect, undcr monfieur de Suffrein, and the rcinforccment which he

landed from. the fhips, determined “the marquis de Bufly to bazard a vigorous fally, in
- hopes_of  recoyering the- pofts that Be had: loft, and of making fome impreffion on the
wqdllaof t-he-bgﬁq.n,. The condu@ of this enterprize was entrulled to the chevalibr

X ﬁm a,hmg}mqf ‘Malta, and colonel of the regiment of Aquitaine, and the hour
g the execution of it was three o’clock in the morning. . Dut though fome ad--

Q!_ﬁrﬂ. Md, qndprcnnnoﬁ the darknefs, the Englifh were foon dlarmed ;
AHpIoac! hedy the light that enabled. thc:q to difcover the number of their foes,

iq:f r,qpl).mg them ; thp F'rcuch were pufhed on cury l,de a com-

........

Rt Mtﬁl fell o o the mﬂ;&. ,- LA
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It was at this critical jun@ure that the Medea frigate arrived from Madras at Cuddalbne,
~ and brought information of the conclufion of peace between the two nnriom a mutual’
ceflution of hoftilities, and exchange of prifoners, immediately took place ; and that trane
qmﬂrty which the French alteady enjoyed in the-other parnuf &he*globe Was DOW eX=
tended to their tottenng fettlements in the Eaft, -

" The fuccelles of France during the late war had been dearly purchaféd bytbe incona
~ veniencies it had produced. T'he retreat of monfieur Neckar from' the management of’
“1he ﬁn’ances,‘ had;, as we before had ocealion to obferve, diminifhed the public confie

dence : three different perfons who; fince his refignation, had tranfiently occupied the-
poft of comptroller-general, encreafed the jealoufies of the ‘people’; and the ﬁﬂm of the
celebrated C'ag% d'Efcompte, completed tﬁe univerfal GDMMJ e i b

- That bank had been eftablifhed; by a roynl edi&; on tl'be m-&con& of 'Scptem&r;
776, The plan was originally formed by acompany of private adventurers, and its ca--
pital was fixed at five hundred thoufand pounds fterling: hl@t&ﬂ:dddpmh&ﬂs
title implied—to difcount bills of exchange, payable at two or three months after date,
~ at the rate of four per cent. per annum. «Bat this intereft, from which it was neceﬁ.ry to:
dedut a confiderable expence and fome loffes, could neverconftitute an equivalent for the-
capital funk by the proprictors. An additional power was, thercfore, granted them, of
-iflying notes to the amount of their capital, which, as they were capable; at-any timey
of being converted into fpecie, might be oftepn voluntarily taken by their-cuftomers from
mere convenience. And as the managers of this concern chiefly confifted ‘of the mcft
opulent bakers, together with fome receivers-general of the revenues, they were able, .
by' a private agreement among themfelves, to take thefe notes in licu of cafh, to give
them a certain degree of circulation and currency. By means of the notes thus iffucd,
‘their original capital was donbled and thcmmpﬁcmnmm enabled to mal‘.e m“‘tntltul
deend of fix per cent, :
The excellent outline of this fyﬂem feemed to infure its ftﬂoetk 'l"h“&e
in the bank the fum of five hundred thoufand pourds, either in caﬁl”iﬁ’lﬁﬁb’”&f a
dhort date, equivalent to the notes mafcnlanom There mbeﬁﬂe"tliﬁ the original
i caprtal advanced iay the propruetora, and never wiﬂ:du’m: iﬂﬂ‘ 4 part of the dividend’ was
~ - alfo left in the bank for the pnrpofe of Iecumnhtfoﬁ. M%Mamm' i
the bank the higheft degree of reputation, and occafioned'its Mm‘ﬂ:ﬂ greatly abe
. par.  But notwithftanding thefe ﬂattbnng appcaunéés % tB! n&dmw of the na-
'ﬂbps on the fecond day of Ottober, it fu ed payr . caufe affigned
was an_uncommon fearcity of fpecie ; butt]npnl;héi" ~_ at
in a loan fecretly made to government ; a tha;téﬂ picion was, that
government, about the fame time, ﬁoyped paymtnt d’fthe Slhn Hu‘ ” »on them  k
the Americans. drbkge o
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- The prote&tion of the king was extended to the falling company, and the p.umm
of four royal edits tended to relieve the diftrefs under which it laboured, - By the firf
of thefe edicls, dated the twenty-feventh of September, the bank was authorized to gay‘
its notes in bills of exchange, with beneficial*difcount ; the currency of the notes was
limited to the Parifianr banks; and all profecution was forbidden, of the Caiffe d’Efe
compte, for payment in fpecie, and of Individuals for debts, the payment of which had

been tendered in notes of that bank. By the fecond—publifhed three days after—the

mawagmnft the exportation of fpecie were renewed ; the tranfport of fpecie from

- - province to province was {ubjeéted to infpeétion and a feé the bills with which the
* bank was permitted to pay its notes were fpecified to be bills payable in three months ;

- and the bank was allowed the option of paying its notes in fpecic. By the third—iflued

on the fourth of Ofober—an eftimate was declared to have been taken by the kiig’s

command, which confirmed the declaration of the firft edi€, with regard to the property
of the bank : the bank was allowed an option of difcounting bills as before, whenever

- they judged convenicnt ; and; as a farther encouragement, a lottery, with a ftock of one

‘million ferling, redeemable in eight years, being eftablifhed, the tickets were made pure
chafeable in notes of the Caifle d’Efcompte. In each of the cd:&s. much repetition is:
ﬁnd; and !he fnutth aontaml no orugmal matter..

* By thefe etpedtenn, aptly timed, and judicioufly adminiftered, the conﬁdcnce which'
tﬂd!plhl& had formerly repofed in the Caiffe d’Efcompte was revived ; its bufinefs ene
~ereafed ; and its ftock, in a fhort time, rofe to more than double the original fubferips:
“tion; the bills from America were at the {ame time put in a train of payment ; and pub-

-He*tredk was bappﬂy rcﬂ:nred tl'm:mghcm:u:r the kingdom.

»A'mm mth the United States of America afforded fome trifling compens
J mmw expences that had been incurred during the late war. The ftates engaged
to reimburfe France the fum of eighteen millions of livres, which had been advanced in
the hour of their diftrefs ; and Lewis agreed to confult their convenience, by allowing
w&fmu!ﬂ years for the payment. of the money, which was to be received in
uwlve equl annual mﬂalmm |

A 35&.,17351 But ﬂlnngb tqnqmlhty was reftored, the I;tumon of the
houring p the nation from exonerating herfell from the heayy bur-

tilﬁ cmd her military eftablifhment, all deficiencies in which

’ -ug w.& the utmoft diligence and v:gour, ‘While the four great maritime
@nﬂfhﬂz their. fivength in the profecution of that war which

fuch defolati on bothin the Old and the New World, Jofeph the Second,,
ipicd the Imp “'ai throne of Germany, was more happily employed in culti-
f peace yﬁmpumt of huutenﬁve dominions, and in cftab--

Jifhing
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" In, the. langhble purﬁut o{ thafc otgc&; hc wm qot qqnteptqdﬂmh a &;& adhqram
to the beaten traét marked out by others, nor yet with waiting the diftant cffect of ﬂow
and- pmn‘tcﬂ'wc {chemes of i {improvement, His plans, unmarked by that caption whu:,h,
the Wvd of rooted prejudices almoft invariably sequires, were no fgahcr conceived
executed ; and, as if he envied pofterity, the exclufjve .pa.ﬁeﬁpa vol' national advan-
ug«.,li; refolved to participate himfelf in the bencfits he. intended for hwomuy. Im-
grp&d with thele ideas, he was inceflantly ocoupied in the goncq,t:m, adqmqnhq;m
nation, orexecution of numberlefs projeéts of regulation, and, improvement, of lefs or
greater importance, but including fome of fuch magnitude, as to have for their ghjeét
the effential reform of the firft, departments of the flate and goyernment, whether ecclem
fiaftical, civily or military. This tafk, in itfelfufliciently mduous, was rendered il
more difficalt hy. the natwse of his dominions, compofed of feparate. kingdoms, and a
nugmber of diftinét provinces, obtained by different means, and- at differenc periods, fub-,
je& to their own peculiar forms of government, and fiill reraining many. of their original
rights and inftitutions, But though much diffatistallion and complaint werg, M
: hy thefe fchemes, which militated with popular opmrons and national practices, and teﬂ.l«- .
ed to the fubverfion of eftablifhments srendered venerable by their antiquity, and corfi-
dered as facred il their infiitution, this prince, neverthelefs, proceeded m.mﬁpwq his mw
rggq],ﬂ.qons. with unexampled facility .mdfuccefs. ot Saeni g b s i EE R S

Soon after his acceffion to andivided. power, by the death of his mt.har, tgw-cp;”e&

' queen, it became. apparent, that the redultion of the exorbitant power of the clergy
within bis own deminions, and their emancipation: from dependence. on chpmun of
Rome, with the foppreflion of the religious orders, and the nppumaﬁm of their |IIO-
perty, were among the great and dctcrmmed objeéls ofﬂ:o clnpruumlu:y. ALY L

T4
T»hough mmyofhn ptojo&l were too haﬂeln m:.;ﬂ'pm:thg me .
tion 10 confequences, refulting from local circumflances, and, the _ -
~ provement, the moft inveterate enemies of jofeph muft uck.mwlcdg‘e rha M ?ih
plans were well caleulated to promote the WMWIQ‘, he ¢ X!

; w&ﬁmeoftheﬁate Huugulmn,mrhrw-wﬂ 5 tole nd 1

- dﬂénﬁm of the l:beﬂy of the pttfo; hw&se“ﬁ
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Engl’umf, arnong its other :rrcparab1e i1 confequenm, Wah the means d"c
nakednefs of the republic, and, to the aftonithment of all ‘Europe, prefented fu '3
view of diforder and imbecility in the governdhent, and of radical weaknefs in the Rate,
as had not before Leen fufpe@ed, even by fuch of its nmg’hﬁbun as were moft tb'lcbf"dlef
for their acutencfs and penetration. The impreffions madc by this d’:fcovcry were cdu—
tinvally lncreaﬁug, as almoft every day of the war was marked with fome. new circame
' ftance of misfortunc or difgrace. "While they were thus expsfed to danger from’ with-
out, the ftate and the public were convulled and rent by m‘t’dﬁné diffenfions, the feeds.
of which were fo numerous and fo deeply laid as fearcely to admit the hope' m éffic-
| tive remedy, The differences between the prince Stadtholder and the States were mul-
tiplying fo faft, and encreafing fo much in’ degree and viralence, as to indicate a fp
and alarming crifis ; while the violence and animofity of the Frenchand Ofange ﬁ&iéﬁ
whlch included, between them, the whole body of the people, and all the dcpal‘tmdl‘!ts of
government, whether civil or mﬂltary, by fea or by land, feemed deftined to fubvert the
very foundations of the republic, Upon the whole, it ‘appeared clear to all obfervets, th
the reftoration of the réptblic, in any degree, to its former power and {plendour, wis
circemftance which would not admit of a moment’s fpeculation ;. and that fome coufia
' derabflc rcvoluuon was neceflary to prcfervc the union of its parts,

% !'t could nnt be expe@ed, upon any foundation of political know!cdge and exper}cncé
that the unexpedted difclofure of fuch asdeene, with the magnitude of the objeéts which
la‘t*c:htbstod, and the profpects of advantage it held out, fhould not attralt the views, and

exmu the ambition, of a powcrful,.n&avc, and neighbouring fovcrcngn, whole enterprifs
ing difpoﬁt:on, though hitherto {ubject to coaﬁdcublc reftraint, h.ul bccn, in other in-

ﬁ.mcei, renttmd l'nﬁc:cntly manifeft.

-
g .

Th@ refnmi»t!on of the Dutch barricr was one of the Rrlt advantages which thc ema
peror pmpo&q to draw from the prefent forlorn flate of their affairs. The prmcupﬂ for-
'tréﬂ'tﬁ of ti\e “Auftrian thhulandl, including feveral of their moft confiderable cnt‘wa,
M. ever ﬂnae the conelufion of the fieceflion ‘war, been depolited in the hands of the
teh, for the mutual fecurity of the court of Vienaa and themfelves; for, at the (ame

[& hat they“iormed a powerful barrier to cover the terricories of the States, they were
_ }2 RWWM defended by them ; and thus ferved to obviate the dangers apprc.
“hends y M ?rom tbc power and ambition of France.

ﬁccqeﬂhvg dqpreﬁion of the. houfe of Auflria, the advanhges #th{,
seatedly and fully experienced; and occafions offered, which mads it
hing le ,'gonld have prevented the thhe:.lands from being long .

{ gut of their hands. o Qu muﬂogar degmof pOPVCI and greataelg to
 sthich that houfe has, withi :hg ﬁm ofman, r:%cu.am.[, in_the ufqal vic.nmf. |
! sy .'.t,hd bcfon N o duﬁcod and felt as a (ablftantial benefit, came at lcngt

A58 )
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%0 be confidered as a ftigma and a grievance, The prefent emperor felt his ownr pqw
‘0 be fully competent to the protection and defence of his dom‘imom. With the great .
-armics he poflefled; he could not .oonqewo that lie wanted the cover of fortu&s 10 pre-,
vent the progrefs of an enemy. He confidered, that it. was ;xcecdmgly expenfive o
keep them in repair; that being, accordingly, negle@ed ire feafons of peace and Tecuiity,
they generally fell, with little trouble, into the hands of an invader, at the commence~
ment of hoftilities: when, befides the lofs of their garrifons, and the great prefent ad-
vantages which they afforded to the enemy, their recovery was frequeatly aucndcd wzth
more (hﬁcnlty than any other undertaking of the war. i
He, befides, thought it dcrogntory to his own honour, as weﬂ a8 r.o tlze J‘ gnity and
~ power of the empire,'that a number of his principal cities and fortreffcs lbouh‘l be garri-
foned, and at his own expence too, by foreigners, He confidered it as no lefs than pay-
ing a fhameful and ignomimious tribute for proteftion and. defence ; and that it would be,
in the laft degree, perfonally fhameful and degrading to himfelf, if  now, when the occa«
fion fo opportunely offered, he fhould fuffer fuch a ftanding mosument of paft w;akncfg,

dependence, or even oblngatmn, any Jonger to continue.. ‘ _ ,
b o
Nor were fevcnl [pecious arguments wanting, to juﬂify to the Datch, and to the
world at large, the intended meafure of taking the barrier into his own hands, and of
difmantling the fortrefles, It was fated, that-the revenues drawn from thefe cities gn;l _
their diftri@s were mifapplied ; that the fortificitions were falling to decay, and the gar-
rifons defective; and that the fhameful manner in which they were loft to the Dutch,
* in the war of 1744, was a fufficient evidence of their incapacity to maintain and defend
the bacrier. But that, - ndepcndent of all complaints with re.fpe& to thc dlfchnrge of
their trafl, the circumftances of things, and the ftate of affairs on all ﬁdu, wére now fo
cntmly altered, that none of the caufes or motives, which originally operated to the ef-
tablifbment of the barrier, were any longer inexiflence, That ancc. mﬁcad af bemg
the common encmy, as then, was now the common friend of both partles;}hqt ’hcl;,;h-,
bition was no longer dangerous, and, if it were, was dnc&ﬂ m . ‘:ﬁ‘hﬂt
the emperor and fhe were mutually bound, by the l‘tﬂ&eﬁ ties of fncndlluﬁ" 1
~ blood ; and, even admitting the poffibility of a change mt‘l{h ﬁgm ‘g{ mmam., lul _
territories would, at all times, form an effeGtual barrier to 'H’oM’tnd wauld ‘
mdlgreater fecurity to the Dul:ch b} being in lm'l'llt!clslL r'h?n in M Wn. SN

N"I‘*tl
vy e

_ ts of great weight, however, were addqud on tha.u'hq fide, The”im _
! qnﬂooﬂ ud'ilttmlfure.whlch!‘loﬂmjﬂhm' h along ¢ . of fucc : mﬁ. '
had endured, for the attainment, the eflablithment, a1 (bbm:mp nhlﬂ"
rier, was a matter of general notoriety, !@oum:;wbp hat to the extra=
ordinary exertions of G:ﬂtﬂnma and Holland was it omu]‘!!'m tﬂ:'_‘ 3 mperor, _" -
tmhddwymnbryupﬂ'cﬁm Mnnnth:hw(‘am; ~,- -4.‘-
.L:_f d&.
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had the principal fhare in wrefting from the houfe of Bourbon thefe provinees, guardedy -
as they then were, by the firongeft fortrefles in thie world, and defended by thofe numes *
rous and veteran armies which had fo long beensthe terror of Europe ; that as they were *
the gr?it leaders in the war, fo they compelled France and Spain, by thé peace, to fubmit
to the transfer of the Netherlands to the German line of the houfe of Auftria, and had
fince been the means of fecuring and preferving them to that tamily; ' that the fettlement
of the barrier was the only return to Holland for all thefe fervices, and for the immenfe
expences fhe had fi uﬂ'mn_cd, not only in that part of the war, but in her arivous endea-

- vours to place the anceltor of Jofeph  upon the throne of Spain, It ‘was farther urged,
that the ﬁmpofcd meafure, befides being a dire@ breach of treaty, and violation of faith,
would be a fhameful dereli€lion of every fenfe of paft férvice and obligation ; and that the
feafon. chofen for i its accomplifhment, under the prefent embarralled and dcprcﬂ'ed ftate of
the republ ic, would render it ftill more difgraceful.

M'nch more might have bcen faid: but firength of argument can avail but little agninft'
the wnght of power ; and experience has, unhappily, thewn that treaties are confidered '
but as .weak olligations, when intereft or ¢onveniénce calls for their violation. Great
Bntam, :he guardian of the barncr Was now ancnemy to Holland.

;Al an opening to this defign, the emperor had, in the beginning of the year 1781y,
peremptorily demanded from the States-Guneml precife accounts of the revenues which

they had drawn from ‘the barricry and of the fums which they had expended in the repair
or improvement of the fortrefies.  Thhis fudden and captious demand, of comingtoa
fewtlement upon fuch old, intricate, and long-neglelted accounts, and preferred at a feafon
{o critical and pecullar, feemed to betray very different difpofitions from thofe of friends
fhip or good-wxll to the ftates; and infpired them with other apprehenfions befides thofe
which related to the barriers - Cjrcumftanced, indeed, as they were, it may well he fip-
pofed, that this demand contributed not a little to facilitate their fubfequent compliance
with the ceflion of an obje, fo long holden dear by them, and whieb invelved in it the
:mqugau fen;nty of their country. Be that as it may, the bufinefs was foon decided,
nor could many obftrudlions have bcen raifed to its conclufion, for the negociation had
gm heen heard of, when, towards the clofe of the year, the Dutch g:m[ons and artile
ry were almoft filently withdpawn from the barrier, and the emperor’s order for dif-
atling !hﬂ ‘)ﬂrqﬂ'ﬂ, and ﬁ:tlmg the materials, feems to h:wc been the firft public come

was a meafur ft mﬁch unpprtanca. and on which fo much dcpcndcd carried
‘ frnootlﬂy;tm, notwtthﬂ:mdmg this fac:hty, it was cafily feen, that the
iy e of its dangetous t:hdcncg, although the unfortunate fitvation tin

ved co éd*tfu: ‘to fubmit, without  firuggle, to a power they

fa *'ﬁ gc:fctal alarm was fpread :h:ough ‘the, United ‘Pro2.

N vinces;
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vinc's ; and the great number of hands that were direétly employed, and “the correfpond-
ing meafures adopted, for putting their own fortreffes on the frontier; partichlarly thofe
- along the Schelde,in an immediate {tate of defence, {uficiently fhewed, that government
was 0o lefs affefted than the public upon this occafion. Thus was Holland ftripped of
its dearly-purchaled barrier, and, by the revolution of politics, expofed to the views of a
not lefs ambitious, and more dangerous, becaufe a nearer, neighbour than Frances

But though the court of Verfailles had tacitly acquiefced in aclaim, which it pro-
bably confidered as pregnant with beneficial confequences to the French, it did not re-
gard with equal indifference pretenfions which the emperor, foon aftef, preferred, to the
free navigation-of the Schelde, and to certain territorial poffeffions, on the fronticrs of
Holland, which the Dutch had peaceably enjoyed for centuries paft, Claims of thiis nature
could not poffibly have been made on the republic at a time when fhe was lefs able to.
refift them ; for the peace had neither reftored vigour nor unanimity at home, nor repu-
tition or importance abroad.. On the contrary, the civil diffentions of the Dutch ‘were
- daily encreafing in magnitude and virulence, fo as to fan&ion the belief that no femody
could be adopted, that would not at leaft prove as dangerous as the difeafe. The protec-
tion and apparent fervices which they had received from France during the war had
‘thrown into the hands of that power an evident preponderancy in all the affairs of the
republic ; and that influence being unceafingly, though covertly, exerted, in fupport of
the old Loveltein, or republican, fation, of w!nch the French intereft in Holland, for
the moft part, and at moft times, confifted, and whofe members were the hereditary ene-
mies of the Stadtholderian fyftem of government, as well as of the Orange family, it
was now become fo ftrong, that no fufficient counterpoife remained in the flate, to rcﬁrmn"
the exeefs and violence incident to the predormnancc of political paruc:.

Thus rent by domeftic diffentions, and convulfedin all its members, the circumftances
“and condition of the Republic coufd fcarcely have failed toattraét the views, and excite the
enterprize of powerful and ambitious neighbours. A dangerous rcfu&c; h.wem., Te~
mained, which, in this fituation, was eagerly grafpedtat. France having, th‘l"bugh ‘the
violence of partics, and the collifion of jarring views and mtereﬁt, accempanied by a
feries of unexpe@ed and fingular events, but all tending to the ﬂmceoucluﬁim obtain-
¢d an unbounded influence in the affairs of the republic, it 1dentlﬁed their interefts for
much, that fhe was bound, by every principle of pohcy. to mnn!eta& the daﬁ‘n;qt
others, and to afford her proteftion, at whatever rifque or expence, This ‘tended to-
gratify the utmoft withes of the ariftocratical party; fince the ftate would be,prote&ed |

from danger mthout. while they were at Ied'ure to new modsl tbe lnterm! govem;peag,,

' ii‘r&r

This peculiar fituation of affairs e France and Holland did o feas
degree, to operate upon the condut of the emperor. who placed a gmtter depender
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upon the friendfhip and clofenéfs of alliance between him and Franee, than more expe-
~ rienced politicians would have been inclined fo do upon the faith of any national cons
nellion, when that faith was to be put to the teft by fuperior interefts and temptation,
That prince repeatedly prefled hisdemands, in a haughty and imperious tone ; and, not-
withftanding the conciliatory difpofition evinced by the ftates, proceeded to the commif-
fion of an aé of 6pen violence and hoftility. Towards the latter end of the month of
April (1784}, without previous declaration or notice, a fmall detachment of Auftrian
foot, with four ficld-pieces, entered the tervitories of the Republic, and took poflefiion of
the fart of Old Lillo. Some few days after, when the negociations were a&ually com-
menced, and the Datch minifters appcarcd evidently difpofcd to give all reafenable fatif-
faltion with refpet to the emperor’s claims, a detachment of Aufirian dragoons ad-
vanced to Hartog-Eyk, ncar Heerle, where they demolifhed the barriers, pulled down
the Dutch flag from the cuftom-houfe, and charged the receiver of that department, in
the name of his lmperial majefty, not to obey nor execute any orders from the regency
‘of Heerle, who were his legal and vatural malters, nor to receive from any perfon what-
ever any money upon account or pretence of toll or duty; threatening, in cale of difos .
bedience, to fend him in fetters to the next Auftrian garrifon.

. Thele hoftile tranfaclions occafioned an univerfal alarmy in Holland, where the troops
were immediately put in motion, and-every preparation made for repelling fuch an un-
pruvoked attack, . Buteven inthis momen: of danger and difmay, when the public fafetv

~might l;avc depended fo much upon the celerity of movement and promptacefs of defign
and action, the meafures of defence were obitrulted by the difputes between the Statcs
and the prince Stadtholder, relative to the rights or limits of the executive power, So
deaf and obtufe is the citizen frequently rendered to the moft imminent dangers that
thrcnteu the Qatc, by the prevalence of civil dnfcord and the continuanice of inteftine
commqnonsl R

Lewh the S:xtccnth, who was now their only refugc, had been pre\ruouﬁy folicited by
the States, for his fncndly interpofition with his kinfman, the emperor, in foftening his
dlfpoﬁ tion tomrds the Republic, and to accept the office of mediator, in finally arranging
and l'ettlmg the dlfputcd limits and frootiers, as well as the other matters of difpute be-

: théhntthcm. He accoxdmgly mﬁru&cd his ambaffador, the duke de Vauguion, to com-
municate the _‘glc,aﬁng uuellugencc. that he hiad frankly and readily accepted the defired

C 'l'?dig,lfon. ) S .

&i cum! ance du'! not detcr the emperor from prcﬂing, nor even from encreals

o h

: _;l ldtlztgﬂﬂ to his former claims he now afferted hisright to the abfo-
’9‘ fwegesgmy of the Schelde frem Antwerp to Saffingen, and infified

th D dich ; Mﬁ} whlgh h:d been ufually {tationed at Fort Lillo fhould be with»
¥ ""_'-.?‘-" "-."‘. -'-"«.s"_' Foms ‘N2 | drawn,

‘ LA
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drawn, as he could not th1 nk of permitting theexercife of any fommamhomy wlmc..
ever within my part of his fovereignty on that river. ! AR,
In confequcncc of a communication, maJc to the, court of Vcrfmllm by !the Statesa
General of the memorial which they bad drawn, in anfwer to the claims and demands:
made by the emperor, and containing likewife a number of counter-cliims fet up by the
Datch, the French king took that opportunity, along with many commendations of their
paft and prefent moderation, and the defire which they had manifefted of prefesving the
public tranquillity, firongly to recommend a continuation of the fame prudent and equi-
table condu, particularly cautioning them to abftain fromvall meafures which: mighty in
any degree, be confidered as derogatory to the dignity of the emperor. He, likewife,
recommended, that, in order to give the greater efficacy to his own couciliatery endeas.
vours, and the better to enable biin to enforce all the means which his conaeétions with
that fovereign might admit of, they fhould furnifh and fupport him with fuch fpecific
propofitions as they were willing to. makc, for laying the foundmon of. anqmt:rbh 2l
lafting accommodanon. 305 Peail i SRR

[ ®

This was accordingly donc ; but the t!mc was not yct arrived whew the interpofition.
of France was to produce any favourable effe& on the condué of the emperor. Early:
in the autumn of 1784 every thing leemed rapidly. approaching to the moft decifive and-
alarming crifis ; three new and extraordinary  demands were added to th&:mpem’i fer-
mer wltimatume The firft was, ¢ The entire ‘and free nav:g'ttlon of the Schelde from-
“ Antwerp to the fea,” which was to be laid down-as a fine qud non; and was accom-
panied with a declnfmon, “ That in the intermediate time, until matters were ﬁmlly-.
¢ fettled, the emperor’s fubjects fhould occafionally excrcife their undoubted right of
« pavigating that river; and that two fhips were then in actual prepam::on for the pure
« pofe.”” This was further enforced by the Impcrlal minifter at Bruflels, who declared, .
that the firlt fhot fired upon the Schelde would be conﬁdered by hls maﬂe.r ua dech[a -
tion of war, and refented accordingly. L A2 i < RN
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The fuond artlc'le infifted on the demohtiun of lhe !om ﬁhleh b:ﬂ ‘b&n tu&ﬂl b
the Dutch, for the mdintenance of theu' monopoly in thc nnﬁpﬂm of dn &belde.

'I‘he third demand was fill more uttaordmary ; b&ag no llfl ﬂiln a frne avi Ation
aad uninterrupted commerce to and in beth the Eall and Weft Indies. This was |
__fa& claiming a moicty. of all the benefitg'which the Dutch donmd..ﬁ‘ontthejr qnhwap
~inthe New World, and their conquefts and fettlements in the Eaft; a re m@gb
taken in its full extent, would have reached to their mnqidyiof the Sp ﬂ Iﬂaadd,ﬂ '
even to their trade in }apan if that fieree and hlwmﬁd m.-.'
culation and adventure upon their forbndden eoahim It
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"T‘hc ftites of Holland infifted, that I'evcral of the emperor’s demands were'ih diret
contravention of the moft folemn treaties. That by the treaty of Munfter, concluded'
ontlie thxrtecuth of January, in the year 1648,.with his predeceflor, Philip the Fourth
of Spain; “doke of Burgundy and Brabant, and Earl of Flanders, that prince, befides ac-
knowledging, in the fullcft manner, the independerice of the United States, not’ only
confirmed to them all fuch poffeffions as they already held, and fuch barrier towns and
forts as were then affigned, but renouncéd, for himfelf and his fucceffors for ever, all’
claim and title to any fuch as they might hereafter, without infra&ion ‘of that treaty, .
acquire, by conqueft or otherwile : that by the fame treaty, he not only irrevocably eon-
firmed the charters and rights of the Dutch Eaft and Weeft Tadia companies, but ren-
dered himfelf and his fucceflors the perpetus] guarantees of their commerce in both:
parts of the world : that, by the fixth article of the fame treaty, it was farther provided,
that the faid kmg § own fuchCts fhould be reftriCted to continue their mvlgutton‘.m the
Eaft-Indies, in the fame mantier in ‘which they had hitherto exercifed it, und (hould, on
no account whatever, he' permitted to extend it beyond thofe limits :—that, by the four-
teenth article of the Taid treavy, it was exprefsly ﬂ:lpulated. that the We&crn or Lower
Scheldt, the canal of Sas, the Swin, and other, mouths of the fea bordering upon them,,
fliould be &_rp: clofed on the fide belonging to the States.

" “They maintaincd, that'the treaty of’ Munfter had been recognized and confirmed, and
the rights of tlic Stntes fortified and enlarged, by anumber of fubfequent treaties, That
By the barrier treaty, concluded in 1715, betsween the emperor, the king of Great Bris
tain, and the Republic, _tflc former ceded certain territofies therein fpecified to the latter,
‘in full and ccompletc fovereignty, for the fecurity and better exercife of their fovereignty
':irrd nghts on the Lower Scheldt, and for fac:htat:ng their communications -between Bra-
bant and Dutch Flanders te—That the faid ceffion was formally repeated and confirmed,
;md a finall farther additiog of tcrntory ceded, for the fame exprefs purpole, in the con-
'rcm:on ‘which waa conclnded between the fame three powers, in the year 1 7l8

C

That, with rcfpcé’t to their commercial rights, the fame emperor, Charlcs the Sixth,
Faving, in derogation of the treaty of Maniler, adopted the well-known project of cf-
fnﬁl thg'a cohgmy to trade trom Oftend to India, that prince, notwithiftanding, found
.' n r effary, after it had been carried on for fone years, to relinquifl the defign, and to
e the znmpany, For, by thq treaty of Vienna, concluded in 1731, between the

empere uﬂ*;u- Bn‘taﬂmc maje ﬁy, and to which the States General became parties by
an oe, the former was bound to abolifh the faid commerce and company
2 ‘ \. rc@;& ttﬂhc We&-lndu:a, the faid aét of concurrence ftates, on the
-. a3 .T :‘"""Z _w.}l con{orm w:th good faith to the regulations cl’lab-
o 0y y of Munfter, in &fery thmg' that is therein ftipulated with rcfpe& 30 )
H _. wand n 9 _'_"of' the We{l Indigs.” : | ;
e T | TS Y o
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It was ftrongly wrged, that therights of the Republic, and particularly her exclufive
fo\m‘cgngy of the Scheldt, had been confirmed and guaranteed. to ber by all the treaties
which fecure the political exiftence of Europe : that it was now near one humlted and
forty years fince the conclufion of the treaty of Munfler, during all which long period -
fhe bad holden unclaimed and unqueltioned, the exclufive navigation of that river: but
that it was no new claim nor novel exeicife of fovereignty or right, even'atthat very
tn,mc ;. for that the river had been equally fhut up, ewver fince the reduction of Antwerp,
by theduke of Parma, in the year 1585: that, therefore, fuppofing the treary of Mun-
fler had contained no {pecific article whatever upon that fubjed, yet the very omiffion,
in amatter of {uch vaft importance, and the acquiefeence in ameafure fo long and fo
noterioufly eftabliflied, muft have been confidered Ly all mankind as a full uknowlcdg-
ment and confirmation of the right. - Nor did this :xcluﬁvc right and benefit, ‘already
poflefled, and thus Jegalized and confirmed, want the fanlion of a fair and full compen-
fation in its purchafe; for it wasa part of the ptice paid by Spain for the prelervation of
thofe very Nethetlands, which are now holden by thc ' emperor, thz claims on which
would never atherwife have been telmquu[hcd by the States of Holland ; clamu, w© thc
eftablithment of which they were, both then and after, fully competent,

They farther infifted, that the bu[m:fa of the Scheldt was far from being mercly a
matter of commerce, as it was pretended : the queftion of opening that river was much .
more of a political than of a commereial nature. Things had undergone fuch _cham,ges.
and the circumftances of commerce were fo tosally altered, that Antwerp was not now
capahlc of becoming an object of jealoufy or envy : 'but th: opening of the Scheldt
would he bpening the gates of a broad and great road, into the' \'cry heart of their domi-
vions ; it would be laying the inmoit recefles, and the vital fources of the flate, open and
expofed ; and would at once include, not only the immediate fecurity, but the inde~
pendence and the very exiftence of the Republic, ,

On the other fide, it was an{wercd, om the part of the empé;ér, that the Spte.i had
been guilty of fo many infractions of the treaty of Munfter, in. -all thole parts of it
which fecured the rights, or were in any degree ubaqtageom to- the Auﬁ.um Nethery
lands, that they had thereby forfeited all claim to the perfors mpe gf,twgﬁupulum

- which were in their own favour. That he found ‘himfclf, therefélt', bot in rcakn ;nglar
equity, perfeély abfolved from paying any regard Yo thofe proﬁﬂﬁnt on #huch tlxeg
wifhed fo much to infift, That they, however, ﬂrmned tbe:tnﬂamb‘ (:lt thq;r dlﬂ
- fimilar cafes) to their own advantage, of that mldq u\;}p uehtycf Muu(&ﬁgﬁah
refatcd to the Scheldt, and which by no means mvpyedw '&lﬁ[ mm _ :
right that they pretended. But if every thing- ‘they advanced upon
pround of treaty had been cﬂn adn!ltte& fisll the . ul ‘
pofed upon the ﬂﬂhﬂ‘hndl was too uanaturn} andm &c;qqmm
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it, from thefz circumftances, be any longer poffibly endured, than while abfolute nece(s-
fity, arifing from the unfortanate fituation of public aﬁm, rendered a fubmiffion to ;g

iaewtable - =

All Europe was much interefted in this fubjed, and the fentiments and opinions of
mankind have feldom been fo much divided upon a queftion of a nature fo fimple and
confined as the navigation: of a river. The grounds of argument in fupport of the em-
peror’s claim were very {pecious, and capable of being dreffed in fo plaufive 4 guife, and
of puttiig on appearances fo interelting and engaging, that they were admirably calcu-
lated for feducing the opinions of the generality of mankind ; who, taking only a trin-
fient view of the fubje®, were influenced more by fcnnmcut than by any attention to

queftions of fate or policy in their decifions.

The bare relation of the a&, that an ancient and refpe@able people, who had beetr
long renowned for their indufiry, and celebrated for their fpirit and commercial enter=
prize, @had been reduced to ruin and beggary, by-the deprivation of their natural right to
the navigation and benefits 6f a river which runs through their territories, feemed at
once fufficient to decide the queltion in the minds of the hearers, and to unite them in a
general reprobation of fo flagrant an injuftice. Upon the fame principle, the deliverance
of a people from fo cruel a mark of bondige, and the reftitution of their natural rights
and former happinefs, feemed an atchievement fo glorious, as to be worthy and charac-
teriftic of a Hero. The former greatnefs,’ fplendour, and opulence of Antwerp, were
artfuﬂy dwelt upon, by way of appeal to the paffions ; and, with more effeét than either
truth or Ju‘ﬂzcc. its decline was attributed entirely to this odious meafure, to which the
Dutch were faid to be prompted by their jealoufy and avarice, inorder to monopolize all
commerce, and that Amfterdam in particular might rife to greatnels upon her ruins.
With an equal view to the paflions, and with flill lefs truth or jultice, the Scheldr’ was
magmﬁceutlf rcprcfcnted as the fineft river in Europe, as if its beauty could poffibly at-
fe& the queftions of right, or of political neceffity. It may eafily be fuppofed, that the_
general and eflablifhed chara&er of Javidity attributed to the Dutch, with the harfh, ar-
Bitrary, and monopolizing fpirit which they had ever difplayed in commercial concerns,
_ qpnlfuot but opcme gmtly to their dnfadvantagc upon the opinions and prejndncct of

Loty )kl

m howmrr had many ftrong arguments to urge, and many authenticated
s to ’pd‘eifo reprefentations plaufive and artful, or to opinions refulting from preju-
1 haflily iﬁoptcd It was faid—and ;qﬂly faid—to be abfurd, in the prefent flate of

ngs a r,_ woﬂd’ to recur to what was called natural rights, in order to over
: acls be:ween men, and thefe political conventions between

%Iﬂd m&xtutc the fecurity of all property, whether public or
' _ private..
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W‘ What 3 pn&gm woul;l&nmp: 'exlnhat. if sll;rs mm.ﬁoT mbhgcd to
_yecur to original principles, and to the laws of nature, and to relinquith all thofe poflel-
fionsswhich fram{or force, war or treaty’, through the revolution of a long feries of ages,
had umwm to acquire | Such a meature would cfic@ a total ‘dillolution of all the
hpn(l: by-which mankind are united; throwing them back again into a flate of favage

nature, and rendering the world a dreadiul fcene of endlefs confulion—a wild chaos: of
unwerfal diforder ! | .

(T IRAeE

. But it was.dénied that the mere p:lﬁ'mg of a river, in its m‘larul cnatfc d:rdqgweme
mrt of a prinee’s territory, conflituted any fuch nateral vight, whenits opéning to the
fea was in pofleflion of another power. At once, however, 1o controvert all the pathe-
tic declamation employed upon this fubjeét, it was frenvoully infifted, that the whole
courfe of the two branches of the Scheldt, which paffed within the dominions of Hol-
land, was ¢ntirély artificial 3 that it was formed by, and owed :nrexlﬁenqe‘lé. the bands
ql' Dutchmen ; that.its banks were the produce of ages of nmmmed ‘hhmt. and
that they, were ftill maintained by gieat and continual labour and expence, That ¥ it
had piot been for thofe fanding monuments of Dutch enterprize, thofe admirable dykes
which excite the aftonifhment of monkind, the waters of the Scheldt, ﬁagaatmg i
~ fhallow Jakes and immenfe marfhes, had never reached the feain any difliné or futh-
cient portion for the purpofes of navigation. That the Lower Scheldt being ﬂ}u Oris
- ginally made and [till preferved by Dutchmen, as they had before created and ﬂm pre-
ferved the two provinces of Holland and Friefland, fo it was equally their own mny;-
‘Thatas it could not even be imag' ned.p that thefe immenfe labours were intended for the
~ufeof oth@rs, fo thm benefits, as wellas the ﬁupendouswoﬂts themlclves, muftbe con-

fidered, vpon every principle of natural right, of law, mdnf ;.:ila:e.. al.chgrwm;p- '
five property, independent of all treatics,whatever,

In anfwu to the tragical roprcfcnmm:, by whwh tﬁg d%'miamm ‘M' «'lf'" Hﬁ'
werp from its ancient fplendour and greatnefs were afcribed to the avarice &
_of the Dutch, particularly in the meafure of ﬂmttm& up *thpiaehafdt, ig
“that the depasture of foreign commerce from Mww riginates
J&nown caules, mmyqfathem antecedent to, mgﬁnM' ..,‘gs exing widely
~only orie which was now nﬂigncd Antwerp had euptmucdﬁ apnl'dmlm fm\m'
~than a centuty before the comimencement of the mhlu mgwq!, Tand
¢ had branched out.into other channels S e .
! ;bld,wuﬂun;tha}peuod,m ts {uperior *"‘ & . Oa ﬁﬁk-&h& —.L..iﬂ =54
Mfm.ufen to.be the firft commercial city in Ew B, however, cc -ﬂh‘,
_great and Q]m]cm. and, notwithftanding Mw P BAREELL o
gy have been ftill confiderable, if its ruin had not beer
and means which fpread defolation throﬁglwnt Brugu,

. ’ . % -y
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Mmﬂ. The merchants and manufalurers were eomp.pclied, by the defpm cru-
clty, and religious perlecution of the Spaniards, to abandon. them all, and to carry their

- eommerce and their arts into other countries. It was obferved, as a curious circumftance,

with refpeél to this {ubjeét, Lhat-ﬁpam. the fofercign of Antwerp, had been no lef in=
terefled than Holland, in the meafure of fhutting up the Schelde ; for that, as the cele.
brated ftatelman John de Witt fays in his Memoirs, the@md; and qulmce of that
mmmbh with the views of Spamﬂ; delpotifm. .~ -~ J

The real clufe, Ilmvevez, of tbenr,ahrm, at_the demnd of om dp m m
fludioufly and wilely concealed by the States.  The different hranches of that river in~
terfeéled their dominions in fach a manner, and eflablithed fuch. an open communication
with their other numerous waters, that their harbours, docks, naval arfcnals, many of
their principal citics, and, in a great méalure, the whole interior of their country, would

‘be open and expoled to the poileflor of the Schelde; fo that their very exiftence ever

after muft be at the.mercy of fuch an inmate ;. and they mult fooner or later expeél to
falland conflantly- hteunder thzdred[uhpprehcnﬁon,a facrifice mambm w e

oumapme. s e o : | 7,8 T

Thgma.ot war or peace, mounagl.hy thq émpemr. without waiting the refult of c.bc'
which bad been opened at Bruflels, or regarding the mediation of France,

~ was pow to be put to the iffue ; although ftates, as a proof of their moderation and

conciliatory difpofition, had removed the obuoxious guardfhip at Lillo, and had even

rejefled the propofal of repairing the Msﬁcamm of Maeftricht—a ‘fortrefs to which

 the emperor had preferred a claim—left its adoption at fuch a feafon fhould give umbrage

‘to that prince. - The emperor had, however, previouily offered to remit the greater pare,
if not the whole, of bis other pretenfions, upon the condition of opening the Schelde,
g*muﬁwhbeh&m&uhd {o as .that the navigation might Le entirely free
and unlimited as in the'open feas, and no claim nor exercife of fovereignty pretcnded,
‘On the other hand, the ftatcs relaxed fo far in this maer, as to offera mwmem .

_ w&ﬂpmmmllﬂ conlined o bis ubjefis inthe Necherlands:

.y
o ‘T by -

uuha pmpﬂnohh Sum tBe empemdnre&cd a
brig to p W chelde trom Antwerp to the fea, and, at the fame time, con-
firmed the threat of his minifter, by declaring, that he would confider the firft infult of-

.’x.»wbh‘.&oubhuomﬁon nma& of formal hoftility, and a declaration of war,

mhm:ﬂomdrby-th Dutch nuval officer ;
unming his courle, fome (hot, though without any fatal
uwlplmlu- to defifl ; and he was deumed for fome dayu by.

the Schelde.
\"‘é 'm 0 el il ':FH o “‘."' 2L -
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‘Every thing now tended to an immediate Tupture ; the Imperial ambafTador was“re--
called from the Hague ; ‘the’ megociations at. Bruffels were broken up'; the trospsiin the:
Nethcl‘"lui(wel'ﬁbﬂ&'ed‘!o ‘be encreafed to feventy-fix ‘thoufind - men, and immenfe’
traing #ﬂlﬁy M&!{Mmr appal'atu: of ‘war were put -in'motion, The repib-
lic m thefe threatening appearances, redoubled their folicitations to the court of
Veerfuilles ; the duke of- Brunfwick having”been ' difmiffed through- thie efforts of the
faition hoftile to the ftadtholder, the States were redced to the neceflity of applying to-
France for a general, whofe abilities and experience might enable him to conduét their
atms with effe& in ‘the war they expeéled ; and Lewis dMﬂm the count
de Maillebois, an officer of approved  talents, ‘who had ferved with-diftinétion in the late.
reign, but whofe jealouly of marefchal d'Etrées, ‘in the latt German war, had ‘hurried him
info intrigues, which had drawn upon hun a- fwm celﬁumm thcm dﬂhc-
nuefcha.ls of-Ermcq- e b R, ¥ o e

rohd ¥ NG ".'—"m-l'\?i 859 LR YIRS ¥ "'—‘R" ]

In he et timb, mmhg\m aléft uﬁuiéﬂ; blihér wy&e-sm %m
failles, in their endeavours to divert the approaching florm. ~The former renewed their '
pacific propofals; and the latter began to ufe the ferious language of exhortation with-
the emperor. It was obferved in a memowal, prefemcd on this occafion, that the i.'m-
tere friendfhip which attached the kingto the empememma mmmwam the -
maintenance of the public tranquililty , rendered it-a duty in him to come to'an- apm-: |
tion with refpet to the prefent M}uwi' that \Mlt i! t-he foﬁeitauoa of both parties,”
he had employed his good offices for the purpofe ‘of ag- a. reconciliation, he had -
carefully abfeined from giving any epinion on the fwmhﬁmof the emperor’s -miiw
tenfions ; a filence, the oblervance of which he flill prefcribed to himfelf; MWW4
cern for the glory of the. emperor authorized him to obferve, that his'firft pretenfions,
and the demand for opening the Schelde, could not be confidered under the fame poiit of
view :—that the Dutch, in refufing .xwﬁmm,@w.@uf
which was fecured to them by folemn treaty, and which they looked upon as the bafis of
 their profperity, and even exiftence. - It mem%‘
~out an abfolute decifion in terms, that muumum '

the breaking off the nqgocmuom, any mwh“m : o8 : andif.
the claim itfelf wese. MM it was confidered as baving nothing tf" 3
with the gt a Al i b gl s feongly

mequMNMmhanurw ot by any
b NPT | e e "i 'ﬁ""’ s i _.‘ :
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_ mﬁmt‘m of the United” Provinces, nor _fu? v,hgm unded by open M”FM
mmd-goﬂ'eﬂ’lmt more efpecially at the pre he wason the p
: 1 alliance with the republic, the fun&m&hﬂf Imdtl of which hﬂ heeq {bt-
tleb,heﬁw&efe differences commenced: —that if, mve& b}cufﬁd&rmom of fuch great
importance,the emperor could be induced to fufpend all marks of hoftility, and liften to
the voice#f moderation and humanity, the king renewod, the offer of his‘mediation to
procure an equitable and fuitable accommodation, whch;" ould the mpre zealoufly en-
deavour to obt:un, as in fo dqmg he fhould obey the di of hu Perl'onnl fanumema
w‘kﬂ regard to the emperor, and would thereby have the fadlfn&m‘m cbnéhr 31: extin-
gm&m in its frlt feeds, a war, the confoqmce,. of which hq ‘husian flglth could
calcu

But the expoﬂ:ulatlom and remouﬁuuee! of Fraaoe were mcnpb le of fubdtﬁng the
inflexibility of the emperor, on ‘the fubjeft of the Schelde. He expreflled, indeed, his
willingnefs to accept the mediation of that power upon all other points of d'ﬂe'reﬂc
and u:cmﬂ-lnﬂrto chdfoht to the renotn;l of the negociations limitted to thofe o
b;mi[» free mavigation of that river he confidered as a right fo incontrovertible, that it

~ was not even to become the fubjeét of difcuffion. Lewis, therefore. wis compened to
lmeﬁcaad'e‘xo other means ior extris;ung hm‘ gl!y ﬂ-om the d‘iﬁculty in whxch the '

C el J.l:,,.
‘-IL":S‘.‘I_‘L.'" ".

ks !»;-,'u B e B "-34*1’0‘- Hs W EIT A, b | v
2 5 i R hhrmw*bnm&ioiu ﬁﬂtlrlfbntﬁd, could not, without Vio=
W, hofe W ‘policy “of which intereft dictated the ftricte(t obfervance be-
W‘n&mumghbm not  fufficiently ‘powerful o xcite her apf:réhen ons,
Lhe. t of another, already too fo " Thele" confide-
mm-hvem@ei withr the court as well as with the nation ; although the
: finity between the: two monarchs induced the former to ufe the moff tonciliatory
eafures, wwwamnmmm done confifténtly with reafon and policy,
avoid proceeding o extremities ; (but fhewing a full determination as to ‘the pm
ch they would take, if the emperor’s obftinacy fhould render that iffue mmme
he meafures purfued were accordingly in exaét conformity 10'this ‘mode of thinking,
g&:pg More than half the flanding forces of France had been early
ﬂr, } gymmhmd ‘Alface, ‘Lorraine, and ‘the Nethertands; and as
»d ' m
’t & O ripen. to an Wmmﬂw became ‘more ‘hoflile on the othér
ders wer i; w‘.a@l meafures taken, to prepare for-forming, in the enfuing fum-
> CAIPS 1IN . ~'~ i one of them of eighty thoufand men, in the ‘celebrated
' n }! _ .{gﬂmﬂew«:ﬁe tplmlm vigtorics o the
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of annexin uzwyn Lp& fes to the mo naéi.'h (Ao wites,
f?ffm i Wy °"m§:' Irwa *ﬁxf’" rf&w S el
tafte ﬁ ee!'i_' Ls&h ﬁr;-.'re tﬁﬁﬁl ri\dd ffoT e and?crtdc rohh 5, a5 Was

'bfhl,y tg v,ch lpl’ appgmc. t to exdite 3 % | conltant deﬁm??‘t‘he:r per-

_ oi. nqg Qme time that fh iﬁ'ﬁaﬂu Nc?herlandt inggbe war of
.“, hnd drawn, }Jy taxes “and contrifmhom, from thele provmcc ' A '

I anﬁﬂer g a ycar. 'It cannot, thcn, excuc onﬂar.fhat"ﬁe d “ﬁv 8 ]md&c
at ﬁnm!and tcmpt;lng anob qa \yhxch was Juﬂ ;ijlm ‘m‘ %- .;mj tfh“:‘& $::;:’ |

ﬁtuatnon, aud, at ﬁus part:cu ar time, a_train of conqurré'ﬁt c:rc

nary as they were ' unexpeded, fleemed to deftine to her poflefion..

Ttis fmgular that whde tha cmgcror was e d in é e of fuch qnpor&mce:
as to fanction xhe fupmﬁtuon f!}atjt' muﬁ l'}ecchfrgc rof ﬁlhﬁ;hgll,of hu m :
hummdlhould hm P“'hk“t;.@t lhc ;. e, on the ag
jells oialmﬁw ﬂ.ig‘#.r,,,'.‘“.-".‘s._ AL A
the «conlequence to lyis yiews.to_conc! ubjet
g S R el

. t0 nhm;tcther.{hqmq{ the w‘%tm@”mt%&‘ mmdmm Witha
degree of levity that materially affe@ed his reputation as a politician, he. M}m
fource of jealoufy and difcord in _Germany, by meditating to exchange for. the duc of

una ;hu'wﬂrm quthgr very Netberlands, upon whofe account he:
3 f enco W ﬂwmd‘a wme!hom

|u,aem qu uét equally impolitic, and. @ill more.
Jin all the. dtahhﬂml fmm ot;mmm;mq.amt
fringements on the civil and religious inflitutions of Hungary; umﬂm
of the fierce,. but loyal, inhabitants of that valuable part. '}mm
into aétual rebellion mgfammmmwmuw gnm-& patrio-
ﬁﬂ%wd.thaswjeﬁwa&mv g o v L -
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. Tn was impofiblethat the: queen- of Fri

~which {o clofely involved her neareft and deéreft connections, ui ﬂuutned Te-m |
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~ and perhaps irreparable a breach of the harmony and friendthip fubfi ting between them.
Tt was faid, that on the morning of a day upon which agrand council was to be holdeq,
the ‘refalt of which, it was fuppofed, would be conclufive, with refped to the part that
Franee fhoald take, if the emperor perfevered i pufhing his defigns again(t Holland to
the laft extremity, that ptincefs took an opportunity . of meeting: M. de Vergennes
on his way to.the council, and, with a countenance deeply expreflive of her anxiety and
difmiay, faid, fhe hoped he would not on that day forget that the emperor was her bro-
ther ! to which the minifter replied, that hie certainly fhould not; but that he wa¢ bound
likewife to remembtr, that the kmg of Franee was her hafband, andthﬁ h\l@hm her
fon, A o B fhablef air

- Thc mtapditmn and mndhtm of Franm was undonbtedly :pneh fncd:tated in ity
effed, by the ftate of affairs in Germany, and by the refolute conduék -of the: Proffian
‘monarch,, who ﬁrenmﬂy co-operated with the court of Verfailles in: refifting the
pmuﬁonl of the emperor, The inflexibility of Jofeph, however, was-not eafily fulw
dued ; and fo maﬂy difficulties were thrown in the way of an-accommodation, that,
-thmagh a great. pm of the year 1785, it'yet {eemed very doubtful what turn affairs
mlght finally take.  But, at length, he affamed the language of moderation, and, hav~
' ing granted an audience to the Dutch deputics, told them, he fhould order his ambaffador
a&?am 10 rdfume the ncgouatnom, under the mediation of his brother, the kmg of
France ; and he did not doubt but a fpeedy conclufion would prevent the \mhamw |
-qumw*whmh muﬁbc zhe mvoidalﬂe mfeqwenor oﬁa fmher dainy.

_ Thcﬁdﬂd'& and a%llitmc of the count de Vergemm contﬂbuud to remove every ob-
&M&sm.,aﬂ, pmlcr his aufpices, the preliminary articles of peace were fi gned at Paris,
‘ Mmgtmg& nf-Geptember In lefs than two months after, the definitive treaty was
ﬁzﬂg ’hm nnd ﬁgneJ at Fontdmebiuu'q‘ iytl’l 'the pamel, n’ﬁdef the gﬂarmtee,
-.w, | asimec , of his Moft Chﬁ&m; mljeﬁy.

- B S bkl o * hs
The treat'y of Munfter was Im&‘dm as the bafis of the Aprefclu:. inﬂ its ftipulations.
were to be in all cafes binding, where they were not exprefsly excepted by the new
Tﬁa‘ pmlmgal articles were—That the ftates acknowledged the emperor’s ab-
nt fovercignty overevéry part of the Schelde, fiom  Antwerp to the
G cmr‘nf Saffingen, conformably to a line ‘drawi in 1664 ; they, of
uncing the right of levying any tax or impoft on that part of the river, and
At _ 5 5ot amﬂm&,ﬁa sny‘manner,khdeomm - of navigation of his
n's 1&5#' ‘reft of the river, beyond thofe limits to the fea; together with

f » Swin, aod the other neighbouring mouths of the fea, were to
ﬁmmy of the States-General, ‘conformably to the treaty of

o1 mﬂ:d mm: thc‘foﬂ'l of Kruifchans and
Paili i e A B‘rdmc.
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ric Henry cede the territories sq.,&u,kwml majefty, That,.to give anew
::i: ﬂo&hpﬂtd&hﬂﬂhﬂm to eftablifh the moft pcde&.,nmlhynt between the
‘two countrics, the States confented to evacuate,. and 2o fubmit to his difcretion, the forts
of‘laﬁp and tf anﬂwnﬂ:ock. with the fortifications, in their prefent cqndum; only
m to thmfclm the nghtdwmhd:amag thmmllery and mummn 5

Thq States alfo ﬂ;pulnted to pay lm Immhmnpﬁm!m Iuma of nine lmlﬁom ami a
" half of florins, in the current money of Holland, in lieu of albhis rights and pretenfions
on Maeftricht and its adjacent terzitories 3 and half a million more as an indemnification
to his fubje@s for the damages they had fuftained from the inundations when the dyke
near Lillo had been broken down by the Dutchs The other articles went to feveral re-
nunciations of claims or rights on bot fides ; to mutaal ceffions of villages or diftridts ; -
to the adjuftment of limits ; and to various local or ‘internal regulations. It was fertled
that no forts nor batteries fhould in future be raifed within cannon~fhot of the limits on
cither fide; and that thofe already conftrudted fhould be demolifhed. Al pecuniary
dam,br debts between the refpedtive ftates were amnulled ; and the contralting parties
- were bound -to renounce, without any re[erlratmn. au farthpr mﬂeu m m
nght havc agmn.&.the n:her. ks ks iia
Whnlc the count de'Vcrgennec soqmnd the glorffof havmg bmght thu dd'm and
important affair to a fuccefsful termination, he was equally’ attentive to the more imme-
diate interefts of his own court. Two days after the treaty of peace between the emperor
and Holland had been figned, a new treaty of alliance between France and that Republic
was likewife concluded, and, on Chriftmas-day (1785) was finally ratified; the flipu-
lations were fuch as might be expecied. from the gratitude of the States, athu addrefs
of the court of Verfailles. It included ali ithe principles which can ferve to bind and
cement, in the clofeft and moft indiffeluble union of which they are capable, diftinét na-
tions under diftinék governments ; whereby they might mutually parti , in peace or
w,ofsoodorofewl. andm,dl c:lfcudminmuthe mo&prfea wnm, 0
fmoprlpaachothm e R bl ok 1T g Ee --&* e b g ST L
P '..'JT'l-t'a":"‘-?h 5§ L0, e 3
. Beﬁaq,;he m:nl &pulatwnwthn&ommm mwmdmgm their
~ power for mutual &olnty, and for their refpe@ive prefervation in tranquillity, peace,and
w;duty. they guaranteed.cach otherin the aétval mmw% J
1.ﬁ'anpblf=0. mdlthmmlﬂmmupm&&mmﬁr ther
m&hwmmﬁ:hswoﬂd.\lﬂhumhd ‘ ns fo
tion of peace,with refpe to cither, fhould prove ineffe
by fea and land, in the following proportions; vizi—Fra to furnifh Holland with
zen thoufand effe&tive infantry, and two thoufand cavalry,with tw f the line,and
fix Mamwwmmmﬂ » ance fbowld
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um&m confented to furnifh - fix fhips of the line and three frigates ; and, in
the event of an invafion of the F rmhwurmay. the States-General were allowed the 5
option of furnifhing their land contingent,. either in money ‘of troops, at the eftimate of
five thoufand infantry and.one thowfand cavalry. “The power which furnithed the fue- -
cours, whether in fhips or men, - was to pay and fupport them, wherever they might be
employed, or for whatever time, by the ally; and they were to be entirely at the difpo-
fal.of - the latter, being immediately fubjeck to theirown chief, but in‘all opefations un-
der the commander of the requiring party, and while the auxiliaries remained in the ports
- or country of the requiring party; they were tobie fupplied with provifions-and neceffaries |
upon the fame terms with his own fhips and troops.  The contraling parties, as foon as
either of them fhould have furnifhed the ftipulated fupply, were bound to keep an
equal number of. fhips and frigates armed and in- conftant readinefs, to replace fuch as."
might be loft by the accidents of war or fea.  If the fipulated fuccours: fhould prove ins '
 fufficient for the defence of the requiring party; or for the purpofe of procuring a pros-
per peace, they were to be augmented as neeeffity might require ; it was even ftipulated.
that they fhould afift each other with all their forces, if neceffary ; it being, however,:
agreed, that the contingent of troops to be farnifhed by the States General fhould not-
exceed twenty thoufand infantry, and four thoufand cavalry, 'and that they were, in all.
ule, to pufene the opt:on ol’ fumnﬂung money in the placc of land forces..

-

v -, e 'l

It m»mady t,ht; in the ulb of a naval war; in- which neitifer of the partiess

fhould be dire@ly concerned, they fhould mutually gésrantee to each other the liberty
of the feas, &c. thatif éither party were engaged in a war, in which the other fhould,
be obliged to takea dire@ past, they fhould concert together the moft cffe@tual means of
annoying the-enemy, and of obliging him to make peace; and neither of them _fhould have
M_&*&m (40 make or. recesve propofals of peace or' iruce, without the confent of the
other ; and that if a negociation fhould be opened, it fhould not be begun and followed:
by either of the parties, without the participation of the other ; and they fhould make’
each othxwwuh every thing that pafled in the faid negociation. They were:
wh‘llyqund to keep their forces, at all times, in good condition, and cither party had
m m require and obtain from the ‘other whatever fatisfaltion it might think neceflary
ng the fate of-its military force, and means of defence. Both parties were faitha
" pmmupicate to each other ‘thofe engagements which fabfifted betweén thems
ther powe r d M which were to remain in fatu quo 3 and they promifed not
' Sutur »erm. MMH be n‘tve&!yor mﬁc&'!y

[ -'1'. : !H"L .bz S LR - W O .1.;_.'L'
> cemer tbnwmﬁ hctwo powers fhll more arongly, atrettyoﬁ

& el _l)bqhnch.ﬂul'nbgeﬁ! on either fide were to be treated and
. Ww Mb!mcofthe&pamm
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of the prefent treaty, it was flipulated mmmm as much as poffible,. -
promote their mutual profperity and advantage, - bymncm every affiflance, both
i1 counfel and fuccour, upon all occafions, and not agree to any treaties or megociations which
might be detrimental o each other, but ‘fhould give notise of fuch negociations, . as foon
as they were propofed.  As the parties were at liberty to invoke fuch other powers as they
thought neceflary to join in- this treaty, it was evideat that Holand might be confidered
nmnuﬂy huulooboconea mwh&nmw n uiﬂlutcm. :

Thnl, by tteﬁlcceﬁfu‘! exertions of Gallic. policy, 'lnlﬂnl-hn& after fuﬁmng. for
a long ferics of years, all that the ravages of war, and the deftructive hand of defola-
tion, guided by the infatiate ambition of the houle of Bourbon, could infli®, now con-
verted intothe firmally of that very power, in oppofition to whofe daring encroachments
“fhe had formerly roufed the moft formidable kingdoms of Europe to arns : and thus,
were thofe fyftems of policy, which for. two centuries had been preferved by the mari-
-time powers, and all the confequent treaties and ties of union, founded on principles
that feemed peculiarly calculated to enfure their duration, and formed for the preferva-
tion of the balance of power, fo effential to the political welfare of Europe, at.once
" abrogated and diffolyed ; while Franoce, having afferted the independence of America
againft Great Britain; having refcued the States-General from the unjuft attempts of the
" houfe of '‘Auftria, and having changed an ancient and formidable foe into an ufeful friend,
appeared to have attained that influence over the nations of the c:mh, to wht:h, of late
years, fhe hul been but little acouftomed. »

© But this wﬂnence was more than ooumcrbalmmd by the difficulties and emquu ,
fhe had incurred by her efforts 10 procure it—efforts difproportioned to her power, and
pregnant with confequences fatal to her profperity. Monfieur de M,ﬂu fac-

ceflor of Neckar, had rctired from the management of the finances, in the yeu m‘hyh'
three, and the fubfequent adminiftration of monficur D'Ormeflon h

completion of the year that gave birth to it. On his retreat, monficur de

had fucceffively filled with acknowledged teputation, the office f intend: t 0

and, afterwards, .of the provinces of Flanders and Artois, where the urbanity of his man=

ners and his firi& attention to an impartial adminiftration of juftice, had rendered him

‘an ohjeék of univerfal efteem, was nominated to the vacant poft of comptroller, general.

But his numerous accomplifhments and ‘good qualitic ! : h
adﬁ m tha

- wour of his fovereign, proved inadequate to
* which had invarisbly accompanied him in all the wolden ;
‘ muceﬂ'u'y ﬁopmutthofemumm. wluchnw dlm.m, :. :
m . W L "'w 'i~-' *.‘:“ 1";;# waly o g &
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_to the head of the finances, was m!!ebtccl to his bold aﬁ&juﬂ'ésom exertions forilﬁHQ- f
. ration of its eredit.  He ftill merited a higher degrcbdf Qpphuﬁ for the eﬁahhﬂ‘Imm;a‘of
tlie Caiffe d*Armortiflement, o finking fund, which was formed on a fimple and Judmmn
plan ;«it was to pay annually, by gevernmenr, into ‘thchant}t of a board fet apart for that
purpofe, the entire intereft of the national debes, whether in flock or annuities, toﬁ’ethcr
wwithan additional fum of one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds. The annuities
that would be extinguifhed every year were cftimated at fifty thoufand pounds; and, in
- that proportion, the fum fet apart for the redemption of the national debt, would annus
““ally encreafe. The operation of this new fand was l:mttcd to the term of twenty-ﬁvc
‘years, and, during that term, the annual receipt of the Caiffe d*Amortiflement » was :le
chfod unalterable, and mcapablc of being d:vertcd to any other abgc&.

Fm the dil’cuﬂiou of thefe new regulations of finance, the public atte.m:on vm di-
n&td to the condu& of thofe officers who, during the courfe of the war, had hecq e
trufted with the naval forces of France. A council of war, which had been commil~

fioned to try the count de Grafle, and other captains of the flect defeated hy admiral
Roduey, honourably acquitted the commander, with the majority of the oficers, and
~flightly cenﬁm:d a fcw, among | whom was monficur Bougainville, the celebrated nas

. 4‘3‘!01‘.

On the more faccefsful courage and condu of monficur de Suffrcin the moﬁ ﬂn:;:r
ing applau'l'e was beftowed, All ranks and orders: of men vied with each ather in marks
- of gratitude and attachment to the man who had fo nobly fuftained the glory of the
~ French flag, and who had raifed the reputation of hig countrymen on an element which
- had fo )‘epc:télly witnefled their defeat and difgrace. . The queen difplayed at onge the
~fenfibility of her character and the elegance of her tafle, by the delicate compliment. fhe
{Nd‘ﬁs'f is &ﬁmgmﬂ:eﬂ commandcr mtroducmg hm: to the dauphin, then in Li¢
~ foutrth y’w, ﬁie added, ¢ This is monfienr de Suffrein, to ‘whom we arg under the greateft
% oh ‘o’lﬁ‘em him wcll, and remember his name, it is one of the ﬁlﬂ: you muft
& Jearn to T npcat, in onkr Iﬁﬁt yow may never iorgc; it” _

n_f.ql"l‘_';: ¥

wa lheeﬁablgﬂ;mem of ;u-,,Eaﬁ Jodia. compauy,m licu of that
ed mthc _year 177g. This cyent occafioned .great murars
eople, %hp,}'muw reafed namnl -importation fiom India, fince that
¢n 0] “had yqpip' gbe idea that fuch an.clteblifbment would prove
fis "i"hg gri\uiogg,of the new company was limited to-feven
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In the ;areamblc ei‘the n.Sl by wh;c | the fcheme was adoptc.l, it w:is alferted, © That'
** the commodities of Europe not having been reguhtcd by any co nmm ﬂ'mdafd nor

« proportioned to the demands of India, %ad'on the one hand (51d at a low i'mcc, while:
ot on the other the competition of the fubjeéts of France had raifed the prlcc of the ob-
"'.5@8 ofimportation; that, upon their return homg, a want of fyftem and affortment had®
* been univerfally complained of, the market being glutted with one fpcc;cs ofgoods and.
“ totally deftitute of another; that thefe defeds- muft ‘neceflarily continue as Iong as the
« trade remained in private hands ; and that, on thefe accounts, as well as of the capzral
rcqu:rcd the eftablifhingnt of a new company was abfolutely neceflary.’ 3

In anfwer to thefe reafons, which were far from fatlafa&ory to the mercantﬂe world,,
it was obferved, that the arguments of the preamble were no more appltcable to thetrade
of India than to any other trade ; and that, if they were admitted in their full forcc and
extent, they were calculated” to annibilate the freedom of commerce. A prowﬁon
in the a&, dire@ing that the prices of Eaft India goods in the iflands of Mau’ntlus and
Bourbon fhould be regulated by a tariff to be fixed by the court of Vcrl’adles, e:cu.
ed fill louder exclamations of difcontent; in this infance it was faid that the ﬁrﬁ prlq-
ciples of commerce were violated if a' manver the moft wantdn and abfiird s ; mﬁcad of
fuffering it to find its own level, by the mutual collifion of the wants of one pmty', :{ﬁd.
the labour of ‘another, it was arbitrarily to be fathioned by a power, whofc extreme dif-.
tancé muft naturally render its decifions ill-timed and mapplicable : the very mode pf i
troducing the monopoly was confidered as a jult fubjeét of compliint; it was. determmcd
by a refolution of the k'hg in courcil; inftead of alfuming the form of an edi, by which.
means it was exempted from thofe comments which it would probably have experienced
fiom the parliament, at the moment of regiftration. This was conﬁdcved, ,,by the difcon--
tented, as a clandeftine and-furreptitious proceeding, excluding the partm 0. be aﬂ'e&cd
- by the meafure from the prmlcge of being heard in oppofmon to :t.

. Thefe murmurs, and the difcuflions which they occaﬁongd,‘ mﬁ:m Iamnublqlg«
monfieur d= Calonne, who, in order ‘to make upthc deficit in the revuua.m

at the clofe of each year, to open a loan ; a meafare, the Wﬁ‘!i nf whu:h was fnll
demonttrated by the extraordinary expences that liad been incurred, as well .ﬂmng &ﬁe
war, as fince the conclufion of the peace, * It had been deemed: m; to raife an . _,,.,
tificial harbour. at Cherbourg, by works. of great: nagmmde, the mwmm of
which ta!k required the expenditure of immenfe l'mm;;thc wmm of M‘tﬁny{,

. inconfequence of the difpute hetween the emperor and the Mﬂmiﬂdmw l:pga
another  confiderable fource of expence ; and the MMMWEM mmm.-

nifter, the marquis de Caftries, for maintaining a formidable naval M‘, M;‘ g
oo fmall degfu. the amph cmlqpe of uﬁ"ﬂ W“’ Pk ais .
S A -p’. *'_.1" "4‘- %t
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~A. D. 1786.] It wasa grand misfortunc which attended the adminiitration of mon-

jba ﬁeur de Calonne, that all the meafures which he adopted, with a view to promote the

~ commereial interefts of his country, were confidered by thefe perfons who might be fup-
poled, from their fituation in life, to be moft chbnverfant in mercantile “matters, as highly

dm:neatal to that trade which they were evidently intended to enlarge and ex-

~tend.  Under this defeription muft be placed the: famous commercial treaty conclod-

~ ed with England, which was ﬁgned at Verfailles, on the twenty-fixth of Septems-

- ber, 1786,

The prearnble of this treaty fates, that his Britannic majefty and his moft Chriftian
majelty, heing equatly animated with the defire not only of confelidating the good har-
mony which actually fubfifts between them, but allo of extending the happy effecls
thereof to their refpeive fubje@s, have thought, that the moft efficacious means for
attaining thele objefls, conformably to the cighteenth article of the treaty of peace
figned on the fixth of September, 1783, would be to adopt a fyflem of commerce on, the
bafis of reciprocity and mutual convenience, which, by difcontinuing the prohibitions
,-zn&_.ppohibitory duties which have exifted for almofl a century between the two nations,
Isighf fecure the moft folid advantages, on bgth fides, to the national produ&ions of in«
“duftry, and put an end to contraband trade, no lefs injurious to the public revenue, than
to that lawful commarce which is alone entitled to protection,

~ ' The tnaty confifts of fifty-feven argicles; by the firfk of which it was pgrccd xhat
therc fhould be a reciprocal and eatirely perfeét liberty of navigation and commerce be-

- 'tween the fubjeés of the contralting partics, in all and every the kingdoms, ftates, pro-

: vmcel,.wd territories, fubje& to the kings of England and France in Europe, for all and

- fingular kinds of goods, in thofle places, upon the conditions fettled and adjulted in the

a fubf;qmurudes of the trcaty.

Thc feednd art:cle fett forth that “for tllc future fccunty of commerce and fnmdfhnp
hmm the fubjeaa of their fuid majefties, and to the end that this good correfpondence
may be pre(sned from all interfuption and diftuibance, it is concluded and agreed, that
.nf‘(at any time, there fhould arile any mifunderftanding, breach of frignd(hip, or rupture
et weer rowns of their majeliies—wbich God forénd l—(which ruptuic fhall not be
s *p eﬂ& mj the iecalling or fending home of the refpe&ive amballadors and mi-

of each of the two parties, refiding in the dominions of the otlier,
of temaining and continuing their trade therein, without any
rhance, o,lqu as they behave peaceably, and commit no offence againdt
wances : and mvgafc their conduét fhould render them fuflpected, and the
: " M be. obllggd to order them to remove, the term ol amclve
5 "?‘M {4 sthat: purpole, in order ghat they may rcu.ove, with

3 : QEF“Y’-W .ﬁnu;ﬁed to individuals, or to the ﬂatc. .ﬁ}thu
i 2 : - lame
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fame time ivis to be dﬁderﬂood, that thu favour is not to buttended to thfehha ﬁlll
_adt contmy_ to ihe é’fhbﬂﬂled Jaws. « ° " ,{

Wbe"ﬁlatary rcguhttom enforeed by thiis article, which tenﬂed soeh) lcmate the cvﬂa of

‘wir,'and to foften, in fome degree, the calamitics experienced by individuals from national
~ difputes, are deferving of applaufe, and worthy of imitation. The thied article is

founded on a fimilar principle. - By that itis agreed, that the {fubjets and inhabitants of

the kingdoms, provinces, and dominions of their m? geﬁues, fhall exercife no a&s of hofti..
lny or violence againlt each other, either by fea or by land, or in rivers, f’crcams, ports,

or havens, under any colour or pretence whatfoever 3 fo that the {ubjects of either pany

fhall receive no patent, commiffion, or inftrylion for armmg and acking at fea as privae.

teers, nor letters of reprifal, as they are called, from any princes or flates, cnemlcs\to'
the other partys nor, by virtue or under colour of fuch: patents,. commiffions of repri-
Sals, fhall they difturb, infeft, or any way prejudice or damage the aforefaid fubjeéls and

inhabitants of the King of Great Bntam, or of the Moft Chriftian king ; neither fhall

they arm fhips in fuch a manner as is abovefaid, or go out to fea therewith,. To which

end, as often as it is required by cither party, ﬁn& -and exprefs ‘prohibitions fhall bo«re-,
newed and pubhﬂ\cd in all the territories, countriesyand dominions of each party wherefo-

ever ; that no one fhall in any wife ufe fuch commiflions, or letters of reprifal, under the.

fevereft punifhment that can be infli€ted on the tran{greffiors, befides being liablé to make:
ful.l reftitution and fatisfaction to thofe to whom they have done any damage nuuhcr

fhall any letters of reprifal he hereafter granted by cither of the faid high conm&tmg

Partms, to the prejudice or detriment of the fubjefls of the other, except only in fuch-
* cafe wherein juftice is denied or dclayed ; which denial or' delay of juftice fhall: not be
regardcd as verified, unlefs the petitions of the perfon, who defires the faid letters of re-

prifal, be communicated to the minifter refiding there on the part’ of the prince againft:
whofe fubje@s they are not to be granted, that, within the {pace of four months, or fooner,
if it be poflible, he may manifeft the contrary, o piocure the famfa&:on which may ‘be:
~ juftly due. . AT S
\ : PRLLEAIE ERat L4 FO T, - ;Qu,;,:":“t"!,?\ .

By the fourth article, it is fpecified, that'the’ r&bjed‘una inbaiants of the re
~dominions of the two fovcmgns 'lh:lIL have n'beﬂy b . e

paffports, general or fpecsil by | land or by féa, or auy dﬁm ﬁﬁtﬁnm lilt o th& T
doms, dominions, provinces, countries, iflands, Gities, villag %?ﬁ.,
'

ed, fot;aﬁed or unfortified, ports or mrntorreu HMW, of dbh«'

“3 Empé, and to return from-thence, 1o rcmam\iha}i. ﬁ“lﬁ.-'_  throug ft’

the,mn to buy or' pnrdhafe as they pldafe,"aﬁ“‘ﬁ A et

e ;. ml they fhall mutually be mi*é'd with all kindnefs and favour. P,
ever, ‘that in all t fe maiters the behave and un,&‘" ‘bbétilfe!m conformably
laws and ﬁat% live w i‘t“h’éadx other in a friendly and peaceable manner, and
* mote reciprocal Eoi:cud, by mmntammgn mutual aﬁd‘&d&‘hn‘ nding,
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mmm& i cnlculated to facilitate the commereial intercourfe hetwn'thcm
countries, by authorizing the fubjefls of either to eftablifh ~magazines and w
and to purcﬁafc and vend merchandize, in the dornmlom of the other, without mo'leh-
tldh or imem:ptnom -1t terminates thus (—TFn matters: of religion, the fubje@s of the
two crowns fhall enjoy perfeét liberty : they fhall not be compelled to attend divine
fervice, whether in churches or clfcwhcre but, on the contrary, they fhall be permitted,
-+ without any moleftation, to perform the exercifes of their religion: privately in their
own houfes, and in their own way, Liberty fhall not be refufed to bury the fubjeéts of
either kingdom, who die in the territories of the other, in convenient places to be appro-
'praawd for that purpofe ; nor fhall the funerals or fepulehres of the deceafed be in any
ﬁfe diftarbed.—Thus was the faint dawn of religious tolcratton. fo friendly to the pene~
ration of libetal l'entunenrs, fo hoftile to the diffufion of noxious prejudices, and fo preg«
nant with benefits of great national importance, opened on that country, which ha:l
long, too long, been fwayed by the monopolizing fpirit of fupetftition ! -

“T'erdér to alcertain thie duties on the different obje@s of importation, in cither coun=
u-y, ‘the following tariff was fixed:

| '-" 1. The'wines of France, imported dire&ly from Francc into Great Britain, fhall, in-
-.no cafe, pay any higher duties than thofe which the wines of Portugal now pay.

2. Tke vinegars of France, inflead of fixty-feven pounds, five fhillings and three.
pence, and twelve-twentieths of a penuy fterling, which they now pay, fhall not, for the
- future, pny in Great Bumn any haghcr dutiesthan thirty=two pounds, c:ghtecn fhdlmg's-
aﬂd lempenct, and ﬁxtccn twcntzcthﬂ of a pcnny flerling, per ton.

". l' -

-3*‘Th' h'l“llﬂ' OfFl‘mce' m&cad of nine ﬂnllmgs aml ﬁx-pcnce, and twelve- ‘twen-
lloﬂi[ﬂﬂ penny flerling, [hall, for the future, pay in Great Britaip only féven fhillings
h"hﬂﬂ'ﬂ* ﬁuomumkmg four qum, Enghﬂl meafure.

“POOUR BT,

4 0l of'h}iuu,mmg dm&ly from France; fhall, for the future, pay no hn;hcr
qﬂl&t‘” t-bawmllht the fame from tha mofk favoured nations, |
L 2N #3 s 5% -
j&?'vf Mbm M..a duIyof thirty per cent, d valorems. .

.3 &
g i 1 Mlllﬂwgne; cutleq, cabmet ware, and turnery, and alfo all works,
L ' M,&gl, copper, “and. bral's, Athall be claﬂ'od and the higheit

‘ '.'n_.: I...‘ .f.‘_:.._.‘_:.,'-_a;‘.':_upg},ggwll._‘r TA
e ? 1., ,._,;.__f I' wﬂ‘m dmmom ofthe two,l'ovcrclgm ll‘l ﬁ-
ther *’ni;.'}-or wove, including boﬁery, fhall pay, in Goth» :
ek counma,

L
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countries, ah m)pott duty of twelve per cent. ad va'orem : all mnu&&u‘nr of cotton or
wool, mixed with filk; excepted, which fhall remain ‘pwhnb:ted on both ﬁdci.

8 Cambricks :md‘ lawns fhall pay, in “both countrics, an import du.ty of ﬁve fhsllmgt,
or fix livres Tournois, per demi-piece of feven yards and three quarters, Englith mea-
fnre; and linens, made of flax or hemp, manufa€tured in the dominions of the two fove-
'relgm in Euvrope, fhall pay no h:ghcr duties, either in Great Britain or in France, than
Tinens manufa&tured in Holland or in Flanders, imported into Great Britaln, now pay.
‘And linen made of flax or hemp, manufa@ured in lreland or France, fhall reciprocally
‘pay no higher duties than lmum manufaétured in Holland, imported iato Irdand,aow

Py
9. Sadlery thall reciprocally pay an import duty of fifteen per cent, advalorem. -
10. Gauzes of all forts fhall reciprocally pay ten per cent. ad valorem.

F* 11, Millinery, made up of muflin, lawn, cambrick, -or gauze of any kind, or of ang
_other article admitted under the prefent tariff, fhall pay, reciprocally, a duty of twelye
per cent, ad valorem : and if any articles {hall be ufed therein which are not fpecified in
the tariff, they fhall pay no higher duties than thofe paid forthe fame artrdlcu by ﬂ!:'
moft favoured nations.

12. Porcelain, earthcn-warc, and pottcry, fhall pay, reclproca‘lly, twc’lvz per cdm Jd
volorem. -

13. Plate-glafs, and glafs—ware in gcnernl, fhall he admu:ted on cach ﬁde, nnys;g a dqty
of twelve per cent. ad valorem. | el ot

'.t!

His Britannic majefty n-l'erves the nght of counwvadmg. by adaithm‘ clm on I;he
under-mentioned merchandizes, the internal dutics aétually up '
“faftures, or the import ‘duties which are charged on the ﬂ!*xﬂﬂhmﬁm Qu
linens or cottons, Rained or printed ; on beu.aghﬁ»m | _.' and '

" And his Moft Chr‘iﬂlan mqeﬂyreferthhc nyt ﬁm ﬂn Mi‘ﬂhm F ﬂ!‘- '.

. Iollofwmg merchandizes; namclp, cnttom, u‘on, and beer,
.' =14 39 b tnqu; 1( -; “i'._ q‘t,‘y
Mndfor the better fecuring the duesco'licﬁfw ﬂdﬂmmm;w

: ‘n fpecitied in-the above tari ff the. fai&-miagmm
as well the form of the declarations to be made, as alfo the proper means

fraud with Mp& mthdvddlaof*tlwﬁdylﬁuﬂmﬁm@e

i o

FEACH B s -_;f;ﬁ"j*‘riilﬁi-#rh '
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Bt if it fhall hereafter appear, that any mtﬂﬁkﬂhﬂmmﬂundr heﬂnmﬂl-h.ﬂﬂ |
above tariff, contrary to the principles on which it .is. (oundd,.-the two lovereigns will
oanwt. with good faith, the means-of reQifying them,

.T he feventh artnc}e declaves, that the duties above fpccnﬁed a{e not to be altered bnt
By mutual confent ; and the merchandizes not above fpecified (hall pay, in the.domis
nions of the two fovereigns, the import and. export doties, payable in each.of the faid
dominions by -the moft favoured Euaropean nations, at the time the prefent treaty bears
date 3 and the fhips belonging to the fubjects.of the faid dominions hall alfo refpe@ive-
ly enjoy therein all the privileges and advantages which are granted-to thofe of the moft
favoured European nationss

~«And it being the intention of the two high cantraling parties, that their refpe&ive

~ fubje@s fhould be in the dominions of each other upon a footing as advantageous as

thofe of other Eurgpean nations, they agree, that in cafe they fhall hereatter grant any
additional advantages in navigation or trade to any other European nations, they will re~
c.;plml.ly allow their faid fubjets to participate therein ; without prqud:cc, however,
to the advantages which they referve, viz. France in favour of Spain, in confequence of
the tweftyfourth article of the Family Compac, figned the tenth of May, r761 ; and

- England, according to what fhe has practifed in conformity.to, and in confequence of, the
- gonvention of 1703, between England and Portugal.

-

. By the eleventh article, it js ftipulatcd, thatin cafe cither of the two high-contrating
'pa!tm fhall think proper to eftablifh prohibitions, or to augment the import duties upon
any goods or merchandize of the growth or manufalure of the other, which are not
fpecified in the tariff, fuch prohibitions or augmentations fhall-be general, and fhall com-
prehend the like goods or merchandize of the other molt favoured European uations, as
well is thofe of either ftate ; and in cafe either of the two contracting parties Thall revoke
the pwbﬂm, grdimmtﬂl the daties, in favour of any other European nation, upon any

or merchandize of its gromh or manufaftare, whether on importation or exporta-
tmu; kch revocations or diminutions fhall be extended to the fubje&ts of the other par-
- tyson condition that the latter fhall grant to the fubjeds of the former the importation-
and tion.of the like goods and merchandizes under the fame duties ; the cafes re-

he hmhm:ch of the pmfeul: treaty always exceptcd. -

TR i "w “Y"’“‘m was lewed upon’ the fub]c&s of either nation in the
1, called, in England, bead-money; o France, argent du chef. "
b g A #Q’ o-i’-‘ah \" e :

o Starsenths wrsicles .,@w,tblt if either of the contnamgwtmpht

g -,m M ..,mm for encouraging the exportation of any articles,
- SR 2 lmng



being of the growth, pm Otalmfu&ure of his dommlom. ‘the other party (hall be
allowed to add to the duties already impofed, by virtugof the prefent treaty, on the faid

goods and. merchandizes, imported into his dominions, foch an import dutj as fhall be
equivalent to the faid bounty. This l'hpnht:on, however, was not to extend to draws

- hackun ctportdpall-,

The Aixteenth amclc fupplied a remedy for a grievance that iml long called for cor-
re@ion—It ftipulates that it fhall not be lawful for any foreign privateers, not being fub-
je&@s of cither crown, who have commiffions from any other prinee ot flate: in enmity
with cither nationy to arm their fhips in the pores of either.of the faid two kingdoms, to
fell what they have taken, or in any manner whatever to exchange the fame; neither
fhall they be allowed even to purchafe vituals, except fuch as fhall be neceflary for
their going to the nearefl port of that prince from whom they have obtained com-
miflions.

The twentieth article ftates, that it fhall be lawful for all the fubje&'s of the king of
Great Britain, and of the Moft Chriftian king, to fail with their fhips, with  perfedt fes
curity and liberty, no diftinétion being made who are the propricters of the merchandize
Jaden therein, from any port whatever, to the countries which are now, or fhall be here«
after, at war with the kingof Great Britain, or the Molt Chriftian king. Jt fhall likes
wife be Jawful for the aforefaid fubjefs to fail and traffic with their fhips and merchans
dizes, with the fame liberty and fecurity, from the countries, ports, and places, of thofe
who are enemies of both, or of either party, without any oppofition or difturhance whatfo-
ever, ‘and to pafs direétly not only from the places of the enemy aforementioned to neos
tral places, but alfo from one place belonging to an enemy to another place belonging to
an enemy, whether they be under the jurifdiélion of thefame, or of feveral princes.
And as it hys been ftipulated, concerning fhips and goods, thﬂ-mfy»tling fhall be deemed
Jree, which fhall be fcund on board the fhips-belonging to the fubjeéis of the refpedlive
kingdoms, although the whole lad:ng; or part thereof, WHW il" :

‘their majefties ; ‘contraband goods being always exc ﬁiﬁ Nikew | e
* fame liberty be extended to perfons who are on - , hip, to the ;'-_,, ' )
though they be enemies to both, or to- aﬂum WMWT&& |
~ fiee ﬁﬁpl. unlefs they are foldiers, a@ually in the fervice of the eneniies, and ‘on their -
wy:ge for the purpofe of being employd. in a nﬁim wwm

ormmu.
R -fwwm hwﬁ-(; imw
mmg«haumawumwa*“ are . e,
daumnltwnanmpnlmdeémm
grenades, fauciffes, earcafles, carriages faremc 1ufket.
mmﬂwﬂ%%fm
: ' *ﬂ'ﬂ v §
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Nolfters, belts, horfes and harnefs, and other like kind' of am, lnd mlikp m
i!’!'oz tha ufpof troops.

’l’he ﬁbﬂomng merchandizes are exempted from the exception amchei‘ to conmhm.
geod! vize—All forts of cloth, and all other manufa&tures of wool, flax, filk, cotton, or
any other materials ; all kinds of wearing apparel, together with the articles of which
they are ufually made, gold, filver, coined or uncoiued, tin, iron, lead, copper, brafs, coals,
asalfo wheat and barley, and any other kind of corn and pulfe, tobacco, and all kinds of
fpicél ; falted and {fmoaked flefh, falted fith, cheefe and butter, beer, oil, wines, fagar, all

forts of falt, and of provuﬁom which ferve for fuftenance and food to mnkmd ‘alfo all
kinds of cotton, coadage, cables, fails, fail-cloth, hemp, tallow, pitch, tar and rofin;-an~
chors and any parts of anchors, fhipmafls, planks, timber of all kinds of trees, andall
other things proper for building or repairing fhips. Nor fhall any other goods what-
ever—according to the twenty-third article—which have not been worked into the form
»of any inftrument or furniture for warlike ufe, by land or by fea, be reputed contrae
band, much lefs fuch as have been already wrought and made up for any other purpofle ;
all which things fhall be deemed goods not contraband, as likewife all others which are
not comprehended and particularly defcribed in fhe preceding article; fo that they may be
frecly carried by the fubje@s of both kingdoms, even to places belonging to an cncmy,
unephng oniy ﬁ:ch places as are bcﬁeged, blocked yp, or invelled.

Wi’d\ a view to the pfeventmn of difpdtes, on the fubje of contraband goods, it is,
by the twenty-fourth article, agreed, that in cale either of their majefties (hould be en~
gaged in a war, the fhips and veflels belonging to the fubjeés of the other fhall be fure
nifhed with fea-letters or pafiports, exprefling the name, property, and bulk of the fhip,
asalfo the name and place of abode of the mafter or commander of the faid fhip, that it
may WM} that the fhip really and truly belongs to the fubjeéls of onc of the
iprinces 3 which paffports fhall be made out and granted, according to the form annexed to
Ihcm treaty; they fhall likewife Be renewed every year, if the fhip happen to return

home within the fpace of a year: jt is alfo agreed, that fuch fhips when laden are to be
M not only with paffports as above-mentioned, but alfo with certificaies, containing
*w ‘particulurs of the cargo, the place from whence the fhip filed, and whither
ind, fo that it may be Mn wbetherﬁn castics any ot' the prolublted or con=

-

rticle, whid "Mlﬂﬁ&bﬁmhhaghgmﬂmfnhjv&amdm-
he refpe@live dominions of their moft ferene majefties, cither on the coaft,

' 1all meet with any men of war, belonging to their majcfties, or
o mea. for preventing any mmcnhubm,

AR - may
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may be met with, ‘and fhall enter her ta the number of two or three mzn only, to whom
the mafter or commander of fuch fhip or veffel fhall fhew his pallport, containing the
proof of the property of the fhip, male opt according to the form prefcribed by the pree
ﬁl&m and the thip which fhall have e&hihted the fame {hall have liberty to cone

tinue lier voyage ; ‘and it fhall be wholly unlawful any way to moleft or femhhcp, or to
cln& or tompel hcrto alter her courfe. -

Some fart her rcgulatnom, with regard to fhips carrying con-traband goods, am;qfoa;;r,d
hy the two fubflequent articles; by the ficlt it is ﬂupulat::d, that the merchant-fhips bes
longing to the fubjects of the two high-contraéting parties, which. intend to go to a port
at enmity with the other fovereign, concerning whofe voyage, and the fort of goods on.
board, there may be juft caufeof fufpicion, fhall be obliged toexhibit, as well on the high
feas, as in the ports and havens, not only her paflports, but alfo her certificates; exprell-

ing that the goods are not of the kind which are contubmd, as fpceified in a former are
ticle of this chnty.

i Nl I*

i

‘8

ngthe fecond, it is agreed ehauf. on exhnlmtmg the ahove-memwnetf czmﬁcate.econ»

taining a lift of the cargo, the other party fhould dilcoverany goods of that kind which -
are declared contraband, or prohibited by the twenty~fecond article of this treaty, and
which are defigned for a port fubjeé to his enemies,. it fhall be unlawful to break up or
open the hatches, chefts, cafks, bales, or other packages found on board fuch fhips, ot to.
remove even the {malleflt parcel of the goods, whether the faid fhip belong to the fubjeéls
of the king of Great Britain, or of the moft Chriftian king, unlefs the lading be brouglt
on fhore, in the prefence of the officers of the courtof admiralty, and an inventory
made by them of the faid goods : nor fhall it be lawful to fell, exchange, or alienate the
fame in any manner, unlefs after due and lawful procefs fhall have been had againft fuch
prohibited goods, and the judges of the admiralty relpe@ively fhall, by fentence pro-
nounced, have confifcated the fame ; faving always, as well the &lp “fd’ry as the other
goods found therein, which by this treaty are to be accounted free ;. neith er may M bc
detained on pretence of their being mixed with prohibited goods, mu lefs fhall they
confifcated as lawful prize : and if, when only part n{.ﬂwngﬁ,lhdimﬂbgf contrab —
goods, the midter of the fhip fhall agree, confent, and w«m wﬂn
- tor who has difcovered them ; mm,a&bhemmw ‘:a

Jawful prize, fhall forthwith releafe the fhip, and not hinder m i} any mh.
meecutmg her voyage to lhc place of her dc{hnltmn. . :

----- 119 ‘.'_.",' g T I & 13 '}l u&:

3:‘ tbmm-mk article, it ummm»m ound to be
the fubjecs and :ahahimefeubum hip. belo  the ene
other, although it be not contraband MM e canfifc

af it belmgc’fi tlcuclhmy himfelf, &ﬂlgtﬁm ﬂ‘lﬂ

mmhmiinuhhnblmthqddumﬁmm .

i
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. With a view to prevent depredations on the property of the fubjecls of cither party, by
tlwpqmdtln others, it is, very properly, fhipulated, by the thirty-firlt article, that
all commanders of - ‘privateers, before they receiye their patents, or fpecial commiffionsy,
fhall heveafter be obliged to give, before a competent judge, fufficient fecurity, by good
bail, ‘who are refponfible men, and have no intereft inthe faid‘fhip, each of whom fhall
be bound in the whale for the fum_of thirty-fix thoufand livres Tournois, or fifteen
humlml' pounds fterling ; or, if fuch fhip be provided with above one hundred and fifty .
feamen and foldiers, for the fum of feventy-two thoufand livres Tournois, or three thou-
fand pounds fterling, that they will make entire fatisfalion for all damages and injuries
whatloevery which they, or their officers, or others in their fervice, may commit during
their cruize, ‘contraty to the tenor of this prefent treaty ; or the edicts made in confe~
quence thercof by their moft ferene majefties, under penalty, likewife, of havmg thdlr
pmnu and fpocm!commrﬁom revoked md mlhd. : ,

1 &4
By thc thlrty-fourth atttcle. it is farthcr provnded an:l agreed. that tho fhips of eaM

~ of the two nagions, retaken by the privateers of the other, fhall be reftored to the fors
mer owner, if they have not been in the power of the enemy for the fpace of four-and-
twenty hours, fubjeét to the payment, by the faid owner, of one third of the value of
the fhip retaken, and of its cargo, guns, and apparel, which third part fhall be amicably

“adjulted by the parties conce:med ; but if not, and in cafe they fhould difagree, they fhall
make application to the officers of the admiralty of the place where the privatcer which
mbtlwcnptured veflel fhall have carried her. o

If t] lth rctaken has been in the power of the enemy above four-and- twenty - hours,
hﬂ.ll hqgly bdopg to thc privateer which retook her, |

fn&i‘e of a Thip bemg retaken by any man of war belonging to his Britannic ma;cﬂ v,

oﬂb’ '_ mu&nﬁmn ﬂh‘}cﬁy it fhall be reftored to the former owner, on payment of

th part oﬁ\c qfue of fuéh ﬂ:lp, and of its cargo, guns, and apparel, if it \\u

mm W 'i.n fuhr-m&-meﬂ:i hours ; and the tenth part, -if tetaken after the four-

mgﬂfﬁm ur: '“%scﬁ’bms fhall be drﬁﬂbuted, as a reward, ammg& the crews of the

ﬁ'p w‘i:ich *H bhave rct.a’ken fuch prize.’ The v:luatwn of the thirtieth and tenth’
'S %non:d lhpll be ft.ttled conformably to thc rcguhuam above preferibed.

>4

»3 1@:»

%Eﬁ article flates, that for the greater fecurlry and liberty of commerce
il ), itis ﬁ'mher :greed that ‘both the king of Great Britain, and the Moft
, fhall not reful'gto raoewe any pimcs or fea-rovers whatfoever into

15, po ""‘._ cﬂ:a, ‘or towns, or permit any of their fubjeéis, citizens, or
: bart fo m:bwe bt proteﬁ them in their pom, to mrhou: them i 5"
*'i i, aﬁy magner wharfocver but Tmhcr,thc) ﬂnallcaufc all
5 and i3 %ﬂ’{ﬂ ﬁerf‘qm who fhall receive, conceal, or afilt thcda, Yo

.i:b lign puniﬂ:ment, for a terror and example toothers.  And all their

f Vi - Q2 ’ fhips,
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fhips, with the goods or merchandize taken by them, and brought into|the ports of
either kingdom, fhall be feized, as far as they can be difcovered, and fhall be reftored to the

owners or their faflors, duly authorized or deputed by them in writing, proper evidence
M&gsﬁrﬁ given in the court of admiralty, for proving the property ; even in. cafe fuch
effeéts fhould haye paffed into other hands by fale, if it be proved that-the buyers knew,
or. might have known, that they had been piratically taken, And generally.all fhips and .

merchandizes, of what nature foever, which may be taken on the high feas, fhall be:

brought into fome port of either kingdom, and delivered into the cuftodv of the officers.

of that port, that they may be reftored entire to the proprictor, as foon as due and fuﬁmmc
proof thall have bem made concerning the property thereof,

By the forty-ficft article, it is ftipulated, that neither of their mnje&hs fhall permit the -
fhips or goods belonging to the fubjefts of the other to be taken within cannon«fhot of
the coaft, or in the ports or. rivers of .their dominions, by fhips of war, or others, having -
commiffion from any prince, republic, or city whatfocver ; but in cafe it fhouid fo hap-
pen, both parties fhall employ their, united force to obtain npnnﬂeup{the damagc

‘ lhereby occafioned,

The forty-fourth fets forth, that in wimtever. relates to the lading or uuladmg of .
fhips, the fafety of merchandize, goods, and effeéls, the fucceffion to perfonal eftates, as.
well as the prote&ion of individuals, and their perfonal liberty, as alfo the adminfteation
of juftice, the fubje@s of-the two high-contralng parties fhall enjoy, in their refpeétive .
dominions, the fame privileges, libertigs, and rights, as the moft favoured nation. Ny

The next article fates, that if hereafter. it fhall happen, through inadvertency ot
otherwife, that any infractions or contrayentions of the prefent treaty fhall be commit-
ted on either fide, the friendfhip and good underflanding fhall not immediately:thereupon .
be interrupted ; but this treaty fhall fubfiit in all its force, and proper remedies fhall be.
procured for removing the inconveniencies, and likewife for tbe reparation uf:r.hg con--

traventions ; and it the fubjeéts of either km M hﬁlllfl.ﬂﬂ: Bivel, they..
only, thall be E“ﬂlﬂlﬁd and feverely cha&:{ed., B R

..,-‘:’ ‘t _4‘ us e Al T LS
‘By the concluding article the contn&mg pm-cm reforve t‘be "-511! of mdin‘mnd :
re-examining the feveral ftipulations.of this treaty, after the m éﬁéd"a
 computed fram the day, of paffing laws for its execution in Great mﬁﬂ W
ﬂdwdy. to propofe.and make fuch alt,ernuoqaa ﬂw,_nmmdj_ irc :
ed.mccﬂ'aq for the. commercial interefts o{,ﬁnlr : e |
vifion is to | ed in thebw;nfmelﬁmq‘mhnﬁer which
treaty fhall be of no effe@ ; but, in that event, the good harmon ni i
Qondcnce bm!m the two nmﬁlﬂl mt Tuffer tha“ldt dmend.
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e was qj&gu#x circum@tance attending this important treaty, that; far from afford~

ing general action, it was much cenfured bymy of the fﬁbjc&p of either pom ;.
W;wqppurcd to_think. that it had granted too much to the other, or hlcf even
bicen qrer-:cadlcd,by it in fome parts of the confpact, ;gnd, pamcularly, in the rating ana'l
Maqn of the equivalents.. Bat thus very circumitance muft be conﬂered, by im-
partial obferyers, as affording a firong indication that the treaty was ‘founded on liberal
and equitable principles, particularly when they take mto the ﬁunate d:e du:p-rootcd
prejudices which it had, on both fides, to quconqte:.. ,

< S0 >
It cannnt, however, excite our a&omlhmem. that a difference of opinion ﬂabuhl be -

created on the fubje@, when we reflect-on the multiplicity of objeéts. which it emﬁmces .
oi.pmcreﬁa which it might affect; on its relation to the general fyftem of navigation and
trade eflablithed in Europe ;. its mt:rﬁ:rencc w:th the letter or fpmt of treaties already
exifting bet ween the parties and other powers ; and the uncertainty. of its future opera-
tions in many of- thefe refpeéts. But it was. natural to fuppofe that the motives upon
whu:h it was, ioundcd. and the political effe@s it was calcnlated to produce, by the ¢f-

54

uhhﬂuncnt of an amicable intercourfe between the rival nations, would extort generﬂ- :

commendation, 1t is certainly evident that a firong defire to bury ancient animofities,
to cure national prejudices, and to remove the partialities incident to jarring interefts,
pgrv‘adcs the Wwhole, and appears.to have been the leading objecls of the parties. . Recis
procity is the grand principle of the treaty, and it feems to have been- intended on both .
fides, that no conceflion {hould be made jon either, which was not balanced by a fup-
Rofcd equivalent on the other. But it exhibits. an ohject far more interefling to huma-
mt y than mere commercial regulanens, which have, mvnrmbly, intereft for their bafis;.
lhq.m themwetful kingdom of France &ccly facnﬁcmb. upon this occa.ﬁon, her an-
q‘qn;gchgnceg. civil and I'Cllglm.li, which had lmherto feemed fo c.lofcly interwoven in
qu conﬁ:;unon, as r.o appear almoft sn.&pmblc. :

ym wu tbus cndeavourmg to fecure the future friendfhip of ‘her an-
wl M‘B fehemes_for the extenfion of her commerce, both foreign and do-
“not fo far negle&&ul of her. own l'ecunty as to overlook thofe circom-
! mtght.tqnd_ to augment her {trength, in the event of a war. She fudi-
“oufly wmcu‘.\!‘e the number of her naval arfenals and ports on the g ean—in.,
hich fhe ture fadg&&we——fo: the. uceppon of fhips of the line, and tbc ftation.

A 1ré iy SN SRR

Cherbou rg Jn :be m& aENomﬂndy, from:it vmmny to England, am
ppofite pe tion to tbecplﬂ: of Hampﬂure. feemed immediately calculated for:
~ this purpofz; undoubtedly, d its natural defeéls be remedied by art, it would.

e Wtk A Pecagusia on to t.he Srench feets in & war with England and could

i 2 I e m
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not fail mlmane hﬁklj detrimental to that power: the fcheme was, accordingly,
adopted with great fpirit;and cairied on at an immenfe expence, For t I;oul. Beh;-
about a league and a half in length from cafl to weft, nmhﬂmtlmg the partial cover
of a low Alfand; which confiderably ferves to bieak the violence of the waves, is (il
chh,upoﬁad to the north and north-weft winds : to remedy which: it was propofed to.
cover the road entircly by a f{ucceflion of moles on that fide, leaving only two fufficient.
opcnmgt, one for the paffage of fhips of the largeft fize, and the other for trading vefels,
One of thefe moles was to be carried through the ifland (which was moftly overflown
in {pring-tides) and the others were to have their foundations laid, and their {uperitruc-
ture raifed, in a decp and boifterous fea, . Thelabour was vaft, but the ohle&washughl]
inviting ; for, if the fences could be completed, large fleets, compoftd of the mofl capi~
tal fhips, might ride fecurely at anchor within them in all weathers, ~ Forts, with batte-
ries of the heavicft cannon, were to beerc&ed onthe different moles, i Tuch ﬁt\iatwnl
as to be themfelves unpregnable, and to render the approach of an enemy uiterly im=
pra&icable. A capacious bafon, with docks, and all the other appendages to a great ma=
val' arfenal, were to be conflruéted in and adjoining to the harbour and town. Thc
number of hands employed in this vaft dcﬁgn was Tuited to its magnitude and impor-
tance ; and the removal and placing, by any number, of thole immenfe mafles of folid
rock, which, in fo rough a fea, could alone lay the foundations of fuch ftupendous piles
of building, would have appeared impoffible to any who had not before feen or hcaraaof X
fimilar exertions of human labour and at, |

Th is Herculean labour was deemed of l'uch natiomal importance, 'that the king, w‘hp.'
had never before travelied to any confiderable diftance from the metropolis, took ajour=
ney on purpole to behold its progiefs. Even now, as it might be faid, in its infant ftate,
he could not behold without furprize the ftupendous - parts of that mighty ﬁarkqhmﬁ:
were already vifible. The fupporters of the moles were in the form of cones, and of
prodigious a bulk, that the timber cafloons in. which they were Wzmm
French fathoms in diameter at the bottom, One of thefe was w} launched—
on the twenty-fgcond of Junc—in the king’s prefence, uﬂ,&“ re m

greater joy to the architedt, than fatisfadtion to the MW’ m “ 4 40 ‘l .
conceal his aftonifhment at this incredible exertion cf mmz S m _'

o t‘* 4 33
A

The prmf, aﬂ'ordcdby hmc of the ﬂ}pnlamud} | -' mmercia M
de.,gf the decreale of rehglous prejudices in France, mn M’b onfirn
fubfequent tran(alions of the prefent year. .. W per ting edi
e :r‘: 0 had formerly iffued againft its nm:ﬁiﬁ
pu,wm pel'iod was fignalized by an arrét, imﬁm.&m
religious pérfulﬂom whltcver, fettle in W,ﬁ!ﬂ%ﬁh to purch
md to enjoy all the common righta of citiggnn, 5 11 AL a8 St
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~Teafforded a fingular object of maral and’ ‘political confideration, to bechold '&nm'
!“m North America arrive together in the harbour of Dunkirk, freighted with -
the families, goods, and property of a colony of Quakers and Baptifts (the moft rigid,
perhaps; in their religious principles of any among the reformed) who came to fettle at
that place, in a Roman Catholic country, and under the government of the French
monarch ; two circumftances, the moft dire€lly oppofite to their ancient fentiments,
" whether political or religiouns, Thefe people amounted to about a hundred families, and
were deftined to the profecution of the whaleand other fifheries, in which they had long
been diftinguifhed for their eminence at home. M. de Calonne had the honour of form-~
ing the fcheme, of inviting them; and of giving them every encouragement they could
defire; particalarly in every poffibls fecurity for the prefervation of their civil rights and
religious freedom. The ruin which befel the American oil trade, and fifheries through
their unhappy feparation from England, afforded the opportunity on one fide, and ime
pofed the ncceﬁty on the other.

Anothor artét was nﬂ'ued about the fame time as the former, for thie encouragement d"

artifts and ‘manufa@urers: of all nations to fettle in France, by allowing them the fame

ivileges which they enjoyed in their native c8untrics, with exemption s from all duties
for a limited time, on any importation of the raw materials ufed in their manufatures,
a8 well as from the payment. of taxes, and all perfonal duties to themfelves and theic
workmen ; on thefe conditions they were bound to continue for a given namber of years
in the kingdom, and for the greater lecﬂ'rlty were not to form their fettlements within
feven leagues of the frontier ; but at the cxpiration of the preferibed term they were o
be at full liberty aodepnrt, when, and in whatever manner was moft convenient to them,
and to remove their property as well as their perfons wherever they fhould think proper,
‘b mm 'u-pthn dnu J'Jubaw entirely in their favour.

: lr rould be ;w foltciﬁn in policy te encourage and allure foreign Pu»
. umwﬁtﬂemkingdau. without reftoring the numerous natives of that perfuas
~ fion, in fome confiderable degree, Jo the rights of citizens, But though the king and
;mw inclined to grant every indulgence to the native Proteftants, #ill a
: : -aiﬂmam eoncurred to prevent a complete reflitution of the rights which
;-'tﬁj' yrmerly poflefl In cafes of this nature, it will ever be found extremely diffi-
 cult to deaw - fo £ d equal a liné between the public religious eftablifhment of the
., country, -ﬁnhk only tolerated, as can afford full fatisfaétion to both parties.
“ﬂ w upnl whatever is granted either as an encroachment on, or
: i H’me m,  the impatience of the other is apt to encreafe wi
"’"”"““‘m ty and paft conceffions only operate as a flimulus to futurc:h
mpummd mplcte. |
8y ¥ - Something
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“Something, MUI‘, was done in favour of the French Proteftants, though, probatly,
'hol fo much as was withed, or even intended. “I'he legitimacy of their marriages was
‘admitted; and the fights of inheritance gonfequently emun&nh condition of
thc mhmg regiftered in an office appointed for that purpofe at the Hétel de Ville.
. likewife permitted to inftitute places of public worfhip, on condition that fuch
“places thould bear only the outward appearance of private houfes; in thofe they were
‘entitled to the free exercife of their religious rites, fubje& to the fingle refiriction of
‘keeping the doors fhut during the fervice. Their paftors were of ‘courfe exonerated
“from 2ll the penalties preferibed by former laws. By this means, a confiderable opening
was made towards aﬂ'ordmg relief to that numerous body of people, who, after all the
Joffes they drad fufkained by wars, emigrations, and punifhifients, and the long and con-
tinued oppreflions they had endured, flill ammred to a fifth or fixth of the whoig in=
habitants of the kingdom, the loweft eflimates rating their anmher at foor miﬂ'mus.

’Some indalgencies were alfo extended, at this period, to the peafantry in France that
'inoﬁ valuable order of men, who conftitute the foundation of firengthy wealth, and
power, in every community that pofiefles them, and who had too long been defpifed
and opprefled, with an equal difregard of natural juftice and political wifdom, not only
in France, but in moft other countries. They were now relieved from that intelerable
bondage and continued oppreflion to which they had fo long been fubje@ed, under the
arbitrary domination of inferior mercenary oﬁouw—znvar:ably the worft of tyrants |—
with refpect to the heavy labour to which they were bound in the repair and eonftruc-
tion of the roads; thefe petty mmrﬁm of the civil power, cither haraffing them by the

" mofl fhamelefs extortion of money, which their poverty cotld fo ill fpare, or compell-

ing them, in an arbitrary manner, to attend with their carts and draught cattle to the
duty of the roads, at feafons when the ftate of their crops more peculiarly ealled for their
care and attention. A new fyftem was adopted with refpeét to the roads ; the farmers

‘were difcharged from the duty, mch‘he m was ww by labdrers hired at the
Pubhgm ) 280 eyl W8N N Giga s
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M c&& was hkemfe plﬂ'cd whick isfuidod s fecurity that was greatly wanting to the

‘eommunity in general, but merc particularly 10 MW&& Mmm

‘with mpe& both to their perfons ad pupngr.- Muty eities Me&pm offefled
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w mﬁgmg. that its exiftence for any length of time would appear Mm-
 eredible, if fimilar inflances of the long fufferance of evil, through the fupi

* “rulers, and the defe& of fpirit or power in the mjured, had not been obfcrvable ilull
mc it” was now, however, abolifhed, and tbu cmn; gmmwe c&'e&uaﬂy

thmgh thcfe ed:&a evmccd a ﬂrong dlfpoﬁuon. in the gnnmmnt to alhwntc the
M and promote the profperity of the fubjet, yet were the people but little inclined
to fubmit to thofc burthens which the fituation of the kmﬂlnn rendered indifpenfably
neceflary.  When the edi@t for regiftering the loan at the conclufion of the preceding
year, which amounted to the fum of three millions, three hundred and thirty thoufand
pounds, was prefented to the parliament of Paris, the murmurs of the people, and the
remonftrances of that affembly, feemed to threaten a determined refiftance to the mea-
fure. The kingy however, fignified to the felet deputation that were commiffioned to
convey their remounftrances to the throne, that he expe€ed to be obeyed without ﬁnhor
delay 3 accordingly the royal mandate was complied with, and the ceremony of the | re-
m&mog took place on the next day ; but it was. accompanied with a refolution, imports
ing that public economy was the only genuine fource of abundant revenue, the ‘only
means of providing for the neceffities of the ftate, and rcﬁonng that credit which was

- M anmhdnad hy f:qunt borrowing,

w u,thu pwudmg was knpwn, the king reqmrcd the attendance d' the grand
demumn of parliament; he crafed from their recoids the refolution that had been
W'ﬂda ﬁ!ld obferved, that, though it was his pleafure that the parliament fhould come
municate, by its refpe@ful reprefentations, whatever might intereft the good of the pub-
J’&Mm!!@“ confent that they fhould fo far abufe his confidence and clemency
as to ereé themfelyes into the cenfors of his adminiflration ; he expefled in futwre that
they fhould confine their expreffions within the limits of wifdom and loyalty 5 - he de
clared hqu,ﬁ.famﬁgd with the condud of the comptroller-general, and determined on
00 account to foffer groundlefs agprehenfions to interfere with thofe plans which had for
;qu‘uhlin obje& the good of the ftate and the eafe of the nation ; and, more ftrong-
%ﬂp“ﬁp Wm at their npn&nlumm he dire€ted thc d:ﬁmﬂion from farther
-1 m‘ P ey A T TR :

ﬁnén ?:ihiua.ha;uhnndw iafance of chacgs in the, entl
m of Sciences at Pais this year elofled, as one of their foreign

4 ‘_;z of ﬂuﬁuf!nm. who had diftinguifhed himfelf by a feries of cus

ous and ext v d mct abfervations ; thus breaking down, in fome degree, the ftrong
- d long.efablifbed "’w#""--‘: mmwwmummmnwm.mwu
ivate plilof *' y god the fcience mMMWquopqd to academical honours, whm
ly Without any regard w_MUﬂwﬂhp&mwwnﬂawt. .
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fervice of-one of tbéif omcers ‘who had- appeare.d moﬂ :r&ivé waoﬂmrdmg thc htey
rcfolution. Forlehr 4 | et

'ﬁmnghmonﬁeur de Cilonne could not f&ll to be highly ﬂancred By the upproba‘hon—
and fupport of his fovereign, yet the oppofition of the parliament, at a period when theis:
afliftance was peculiarly, neceflary, mortified him moft fenfibly. The alarming ftate of -
the finances demanded -the.moft ferious attention.  The taxes, though numerous, were .
wholly uneq ual to the fapply, of the carrent expences of ‘the ftate, and to the difcharge
of the intereft or annuitics nﬁng on the various funds. The c!tptﬂdltllle of courfe great-
ly exceeded the revenue’; and, as new funds could notbe raifed, ‘recoutfe was had to the
defperate meafure of mthholdmg the payment of the annuities to the pubilc creditors,.
for a fum equal tg the amount of th deficiency. The diftrefs and calamity occafioned.
thereby to numbers of people, excited great dxfcontcnts-, and the murmurs were encreaf=-
ed by the undue- prcfemncc fuppofed to be gu;n to thb(e clafles whofe.paymenu were
not ﬁoppcd. , ' .

o §

" The crown, with refpe&' to all thag lay within its own immediate cogmzm aﬂsﬁ‘
pom.va&cd the nobleft part during this ftate of public embarraffement and diftrefs, o=
capable of comprchending the complicated details, and the perplexed fituation ‘of. the
national finances, the king endeavoured to alleviate the difirefles of the people, by care.
tailing the_expences of his court, houfhold, and even of his royal perfon But thongh y
thefe reduétions were fo great as to trench dsepiy upon the hng-eﬁib‘h&%d {plendour of
the crown, and thouglrthe favings wereaccordingly very confiderable, yet they failed of
anfwering the patriotic.and generous intention of the monarch, when plunged into the .
abyls of publie debts, demands, and- neceffities. The free gifts granted by the clergy,
and other public bodies, produced as little pmment effe&t; and, amidft them&ltitﬂlwf
dommdi, could fcdrcaly aﬂ'ord rehef to any pecumzry mﬂty of the mi{':‘ e r _' .

Marcumﬁances, with the alarming clamour and dﬁntmmwm
mdut&ﬂleadol)tmn of fome fpeedy and declﬁfe mci&rgmﬂl 1

o5 X 4*0}- o ..'_..lh 440'& h..ﬂ‘bu ,'

lluppom, trmm:kmmmmmdwmhﬂnbmﬂ “'ﬁqﬂfamnd, _'* X
year 1783, the expenditure exceeded the revenue, eighty millions of livres; in r-ﬂ(, d&hmﬁnn&h@u in igB(,
‘one bundred riillions ; and in 1786, one hundred and mlnmﬂﬂénﬁ. or. 3"'-'-‘»'-*"1 (
© and fixty-fix thowtand pownds frerling ; mmaahwhmﬁb%u pay off th - _‘. bt, which 4l
mahlmllﬁomﬁurling,mdmher mrmrdhr;gmuﬁfgnuﬁ% e late w: ‘. #d fince the ¢

mmmﬂﬁt’md lh’fﬂ, or npwprd; Wenty- millions, eighty-three thoufand pounds £
mﬂaw wlth!uthe otthrh ;-em._ This circumfance arofe from tre walli

s poffible s—an injudisions mieafure, though proceeding From the befkofmotives,  Itis aiéamac) e
Wﬁﬂsﬂl&rthu true—thatthe humanity of this unfﬂmzhpdh«,mm, roved prejudicial to his
‘QWwn intereft and bappinefs, and mot unfrequently detgimental in its effeéls, to mumoaw M Ao

. > - X .I 3
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' q‘qvm, wearied out by the repeated failure and difappointment which it had experienced
in the {chemes and undertakings of minifters, and finding its difficultics every day en=
erealing, and becoming more infupportable, determined at Ieagth to throw itfelf upon ﬂ;g
affettion and wildom of the nation for fuccour And fupport. Though this falutary meas
furc was propoled by M, de Calonne, it was adopted by the king with fo good a grace,
xhat it feemed to flow fpontancouﬂy from his own good difpofition and will; and it would
have proved a moft happy circumftance for France—had fhe known how to profit by it—
that her prefent monarch néither poffel  he obftinate, overbelnng. arbitrary temper of
dome of his predeceffors, nor had configned his power into the hands of miftrefles and
favounm, and [uffered his mind to be co;mp,tecl by the vanity and plcafum of a volng-

tuom court. Gk

‘The pecumaxy  difficulties of the fate have, in many countries, rendered it neceﬂ‘ﬂy«
for menarchs to apply to the colletive fefources and colleéhive councils of the nation.
The modification of regal authority, and the admiffion of the public inte a participation
“of that authority, has generally been attended with confequences eafy and happy to both.
Few kings, hawever, have had recourfe to this expedient until they had exhaulled every
“other means of fupply ; they moft commonly confulted their fubjeéts after the adoption
of irregular or violent meafures for encrcaﬁng the revenue they already pofleffed, and -
thus loft the merit of a generous reliance on the a probation and -affeétion of their peo-
ple, feeming rather tobe driven to them by neceflity, than to be turned to them through
choice. This was not the cafe with the prefent government of France. Little refort,
.m qomparlfon with the exallions of former reigns, had been had to compulfory loans,
extenfion of taxes, alteration in (he value of the coin, or to any of thofe modes
of violence. and chicane which had been o frequently adopted by the French monarchs.
Qn the nontm-y; from the moment Léwis the Sixteenth tutaed his atteation ferioufly
to the mprov.emant of his revenues, the objeét had been to eftablifh a hafis of public
cmdh. “This was begun, as we have before fhewn, under the adminiftratiou of Mr,

Nechr,by a general expofure of the finances, The public were {olemnly called in to
ghq mcil p! the monarch ; and defired to judge for themfelves in a concem of fuch

: general importance. _A great flep, not to the forms but to the fubfiance of
mc ’ltbzr!y, and, perhaps, the guat.e& advance that ever was made by a king- towards

the cftablithment of a free conftitution. With more or lefs regulanty, this fyﬁem had
% W% fince, unnl by its natural operation, combined with the g gromngnc-
ies ment, it led to the] calling of the affembly of the Notables, and

e, mmivdﬂ'upplwauon to the fenfe of the pation.

;_uu et L8 W

i ..,_ w&;artheaﬂ'anbly of the Notablcl—-whofe objeét (to ufe the

b _.__'{.,..-a.. . ) i  ming Dfibepmlathemeﬁty ota ftrong and 959'““"
o & Rz . mnedy
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remedy for the diforders that prevailed thercin *—weve: dated on bhe’my-nmh of Des
cember, 1786: they were addrelled to feven - princes of the blood, nine ‘dukes and ‘peers.
of Ffmce. eight field-marfhals, twentv-two nobles, eight ‘counfellors of ftate, four
mafters of requelts, eleven prelates, thmy-fevcn of thie heads of the law, twelve deputies
of the Pays d'Erat, the licutenant-civil, and twenty-five ‘magiltrates of the different
towns of the kingdom. The number of rnembera was one hundred and forty-four; ind.
the twenty-ninth of January, 1787, was. thc day. appoxnu:d for their opemng; P i

A.D. 1987.] The ficknefs and death of M. de Vergennas, a minifter wlwfc polihcal |
intrigues and extenfive views, joined to a very intimate knowledge of the refpeétive -
firength or weaknels of foreign ftates, and of thofe invifible fprings of -aétion' by which-
they might be fiwayed or divided, rendered his lofs, at this eritical period, of the ulmoﬂf
confequence to the ftate, occafioned the meeting of the aﬂ'embly to be- poﬂponed to the -
twenty-fecond of February, In the mean' time, the marquis de- Montmorin, who had.
been long initiated in the political principles and defigns of the count de Vergennes, was,
at his own fpﬁClal recammendauon, appointed to be his fucceflor as mmtﬁer for ,foretgn
affairs.

The king went in the greatelt magmﬁcence accompamed by the pnﬂces of fbc bldoﬂ.
and attended by all the great officers of the ftate and honlnoid, to dlgmfy thé openmg bf
the new allembly of the Notables. W \

[ ]

To la,y:ng before this body. the various. matters. whxch were to become thé fubje&a of
their deliberation, it was neceffary that the minifter fhould give 2 : fatisfaBlory explanation .
of thofe caules which opened.the way.to the prefent frate of public emquﬁ’men& and

diftrefs. In doing this, M. de Calonne, with proper addrefs, endeavoured to make a fa~
vourable impreffion on the minds of his audience, by exhibiting the p]eaﬁagm bright -

fide of the pifture, before he was. under.the neceffity of difplaying the reverfe, }W th
this view, in his :ntroduaory {peech, he . enmmquxhe variols. Fg 1}#& | ;

well as the patriotic and. beneficial aéls, of the prefent ra&n in
cularly afcribed to the kmg the creation ofa mﬁnh d.s %

univerfally refpc&ed and the prow&:on and " confirmation of
“World, which, in cﬁn]‘eqqenc.c of its. feguaﬂmﬁhmtnﬂl
friend aad ally ; after having terminated mhmoqra]:lawbyt fo
he averred, had proved, hlmfel!'wonliytobc fidered as thg erator of :
‘h}emhd not ::xen ngn hufnfeliup: 10 a barren inaction ; he wm enfibl
remained to be done for the ha maflnfhum affurin
. -:h ?cmﬁ_gxle.nﬁ.ve commerce abrol::;, the mm“; - f '
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of his iwvariable parfuit, and (hould ever continue the point to which his views would.
- be direfted. The new treaties of commerce, concluded with Holhad Euglaul and
nm m-.admd as nlluﬂrauons of thefe poﬁtwm. . e

Mr‘ﬂm e:mlnum which he dwelt on mth oomplaceacy. the mmﬂnr had to merfe-

the fcene, and exhibit the dark fide of the pifture, He, accordingly, entered into long
details, to thew the deplorable ftate-in which he found the finances, when he was called
to the head of that department, at the conclufion of the American war. A vaft unfunded
debt ; all annuities and intereft greatly in arrgar; all the coffers empty. ; the public ftocks

i

fallen to the loweflt point; circulation: interrupted; and all credit and confidence de-

ftroyed. "He then fhewed the meafures which he had purfued, and the happy effells

- they had produced—{o far as his means could reach—in remedying this complication of -

evils; ‘Through thele efforts public credit was re-eftablithed, the ftocks brought a fair
price at market, moriey was plentiful, and the Caiffe &'Efcompte had now fsttled its credit

upon a firm bafis.  Greatand expenfive public works, of the utmoft national importance

* and utility, bad likewife'been undertzken, and were now far advanced towards comple~

tion; it would be needlefs to repeat to that alfembly what had been done, and was doiné,_ :

with rel'pc& to theharbours of Chcrburgh Havse, Rochelle, and Dunkirk.

Bfn vm.h all thefe pleafa.nt circumftances and favourable ‘appearances, an evil ftill re-
: mained behind of the moft alarming and ruinous nature : an evil which muft every year
encreafe in its magnitude, and, at length, become fatal in its effeét, if not timely correét-
ed : this was the great-annual deficiency -of the public revenue, with refpect to the fup-
ply of the current public expence. It was an evil which went far beyond the reach of
-mm’id'lut. and baffled all fchemes of mduﬂry and economy, Eternal borrowing would

mgﬁiy‘cpomn an eternal aggravation of the evil; additional axes would opprefs

s whom the king moft anxioufly wilbed to relieve; anticipation on the reve=

nue &mt years had nlrcady béen carried to a ruinous extent; and with refped
the reform of expences, the king had already, not only i in his houﬂrolcl.

: m&mdmm camea thefe points as far as could be done without weakenmg_
: mlﬂl government. It was Yhen in the reform of abufcs, that the king and his
mw ‘ﬁzw to find refources for exonerating the crown and the nation
hm;m grievance and evil. In.the abufes themlelves would be found a great

': fund whic "ﬂhﬁ w a right to reclaim. This was a fubjelt, the importance of

d all the colleéted wifdom, attention, and fagacity of the
cording -'reoomendul in. thcﬁmngeﬁ terms, to their delibe-

four principal objefls to which the attenticn of the tlfembly was invited, andon
fter had placec agélf relam:e for the redrefs of thofe evils on which.

L
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e had ftrongly expatiated, were—~The cltablithment of a geuneral uﬂ;aqm!-lnd 1ax,
from which no rank or order of men was to be exempted ; the pofleflions of the clergy,
and their exemption from impofts : the flate of internal taxation : and | the raifing of
money by morigaging the demelne lands of the crown, But the grand tnd effential ob-
jeét of reform, and that which the court hiad particularly at heart, was an equalization
of the public burthens, by rendering the taxes general, which would have made them
~ bearable, and comparatively ealy, inltead of their falling upon the lower and moft ufe~
#ul clafles of the people, to the difcouragement and ruin of enterprize -and indufiry,
whether with refpe@ to manufatures or agriculture, The ancient nobility and clergy
"had ever been free from all public affeffments, and, confidering this as.one of their moft
dxﬂmgun[hcd privileges, it was of courfe the moft difficult to be refigned. Had ﬂ:be evil
great as it undoubtedly was, gone no farther, it might fiill, pcrhaps. have been- patmntly
endured, from the mifchief it produced, being confined within certain fixed and cultomary
limits; but through the fhameful cuflom of felling patents of nobility, fuch crowds of
new noblefle ftarted up, that every province in the kingdom was filled with them ; for the
firft objefl with thofe who had acquired fortunes rapidly, by whatever means, was, next to
the purchafe of an_eftate, that of a patent, which, bcﬁdes the gratification of a vanity fo pe-
culiarly predominant with fuch people, aﬂ'ordcd an excmpuon to them and their pofterigy
from a proportionable contribution to thc exigencies of the flate, or from alleviating the
diftreffes of the public which many of them had contributed to augment. The magife
trates, likewife, throughout the kingdom, who were excecdmgly numerous, enjoyed their
fhare of thefe exemptions ; fo that the great welght of the taxes fell upon thofe vnho wgm
the leaft able to bear them. _

“That nothing could be more ju& and noble than'the pmje& of equahzmg the pub[u:
burthens, was unqueftionably true ; but how the minifler could hope for fuccefs in a
meafure which required the fanétion of thofe very perfons who were immediately inte-
relted in oppofing it cannot eafily be conceived. = The event was fuch as might ha

been cxpe&cd ; the moft decided oppofition appcarcd in the aﬂ'embly the ﬁgmeceﬁty
for the reforms fo firenuoufly nrged by M. deCalonne was denied by thofe inl whom per--
fonal intereft fuperfeded every other confideration 4 and the ﬂ.uwﬁm mm ~
+ which dxlfcred, in fome points, from the Compte  Rendu of M.Nw;mf bx.
monficur de Brienne, archbifhop of Touloufe, (the friend d‘ﬁ‘Qlt |

Bmon led Liim to afpire to the place now occupud lqr M. de Cﬂoﬁa

But the enemies of the mmxﬂ:cr. not. contseut mth ;
p'&ached his integrity : ard the count de Mtnbeau !w‘ho, in the fubfe ent e
:cvoluion, is deflined to appear in a vqry’*cot@:cm lqbt. ﬂm« f’@!‘“

*» ,compt:olle.a-gcneral amon alf thofe fordid wretches, who preferred. their fort
“honour; he added, that hnoxremmlbvrvﬁe hnpnfﬂtﬁ (m ah “‘ i
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tueh:md !:eullqupon the Notables, to addrefs their fovereign in the honeft lmmo |

of g;uth ¢+ Let them tell him,” faid he, “that a man who, was eftranged from every
“ principle of good faith, of fidelity in engugements, -of refpefd to property, was unfit

“ to be entrufted with the direflion of commerce, of contraéts, and of law. Let them

_@ te]l him, that pliancy of fpirit, facility of fiudy, correéinels of flyle, the elcgance of
“ his preambles, the charms of his elocution, were but fo many new crimes in a mini-

“ fier, who developetl, with fkill, the principles of an honeft policy, and'eluded and in-

“ fulted them in his praftice.” But the petulant inve€lives of a man whofe neglett

and violations of all focial, moral, and religious duties, were proverbial, would have
had l.u:fle eﬂ'e& on the reputation of de Calonne, had not a combination of con-
qumng mnu gurm force to the argumenu. and efficacy to the mnfum, of !uud-,-
vcrl'mu..

.'nie 'unit‘e'd_ efforts of the nobility, the clergy, and the magiftracy, were fuccelsfully
exerted to promote the deftruétion of a man who had conceived the falutary proje& of
deftroying fuch of their privileges as were hoflile to the public welfare. The people
were brought to believe, that he intended to.load them with new taxes ; and thus the.
blind and giddy multitude were rendered inftrumgental to the ruin of the firlt miniften
who hid ever attempted to do them any effential fervice. Sach has in general, but un-
fortunately, been the reward of thofe who—without having eftablifhed a previous confic
depce, which is indeed, not often gained without the aid of fome [pecious deceptione
Bive dtemptl!d to ferve the public at large., Effeétual meafures, were, at the fame lime, .
ufed fordxrm:mﬂﬂbg the king’s confidence in the minifter, which would, probably, have
been ﬂ:ﬁfiemly {haken, without fuch infidious attempts, by the public clamom'. .

e

3& d: Cnlcnnq ﬁhdmg it impoffible to flem the torrent, or in any manner to [creen
himw from w]oquy, which was direfted i‘gamﬂ him from all quarters, not only
found it necelfary to refign his office, in the middle of the fiiting of the Nowwbles, but o
retire to England | for reluge, from this ftorm of perfecution, which he faw gathering .
‘mh,ﬁnmnvmia{pe&. This event took place on the twelfth of April, and, af<
ter fome temporary appointment3, the archbifhop of Touloufe, was, in the monih of May,

v qpmmd 10 thnhwoe of qnmptroller-gencml of the finances. '
L e ,‘g.,-,..-.- .51_ e LR
7hile the mind o(&um was affiduioufly occupied by the rifing fpirit of difcontent at-
e, his mﬁ!y..:lbe republic of Holland; prefented a feene of anarchy and faétion,
‘called for his moft lhnewmeuuoh. The prince of Orange had been ftripped of alf

y by Wp‘ﬂy‘, who, forgetful of the obligations they owed to hisilluftri- .

wm wete indebted for the eﬁabhﬂ'lmtnt of their independence,
freedom lud‘rewhmrtn{he nccéﬂity of flying {rom the Haguq,
en, M b‘lhumllud the fhadow of a'court; yet fecble as
g his .




-

- years, fo proiufcly beflowed in. fupporting her influence in Holland, ilﬁwmh
« - contention. T his was afourcc of expence, fo. m‘ﬁmt N

.'egpendad,afuhadhenpfopady, .

\ : st iy 4
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his influefice m'ig‘ht appear in the united provinces, Tie was ftill formidable from his
powerrn.l comnedlions. His bio'her-in-law, the new King of Pruﬂz. ‘Frederic the
Great ‘had clofed his long and {plendid carcer, wag indefatigable in his efforts to promote
th: ihtprefts of the Stadt-holder, and had offcred, in concert with Frante, to undenﬁz
ﬂ!epd.uous tafk of compofng the differences which diftraQed the repuwc ot

“The court of Verfailles had, before this period, prcfcnted to the ﬂ:ms, by way of pre-
caution, a memorial couched in very equivocal terms, in which, after many profeffions of
friendfhip, regard, and attachment, the king of France declared “his wifhies to fee thofe
abufes reformed, which had oceafioned internal diffenfions in the repub’i!-., and o'bferved.
that he fhould be happy to fee tranquillity reftored upon the true principles of its con-
{titutign ; but that, without pretending to interfere with the internal government of the
feven provinces, he would, on the contrary, ufe his utmoft endeavours to prevent their
high mightinefles, from being troubled from withput, as wcll as wuhm; it was now
deemed expedient to adopt a different tone, and the propofal of the king of Pr uﬁ being
cmbraced, with apparent cordiality, monficur dc ancval who had already aogurred

ifiderable credic in negociation, particulary in concludmg the late treaty of com-

with England, was appointed to be the reprefentative of Lewis, in the oﬂm of |
medmnon. '

" But fair and ﬂattcrrng as thefe appearances  were, it was l:ttlo]mpedby thoﬁ, who '
looked clofely into the ftate and nature of lhmgs, that this negociation thould prot{\nn
the effe& fo ardently wilhed for by every true friend to the republic.  They eogH not
believe that France, who they knew to be not only the nurfe, protectrefs, and encourager
of the adverfc faion, but to have been the prime fomenter and infligator of all their
violences, fhould now at once undo the efteéts of all her former crafr mﬂ';khml by bze
coming the inflrument of reftoring the prince of Orange to any thing near that fhare of
weight and power which he before held in the republic, = This, would .Im&hg.:o &q;g,
fice her own immediate interefls to the gratification of the Pruffian monars
one of the deareft objeéts of her policy, bmifs&heml;w' “that b
curred of her eftablithing a fupreme and permanent controul in the affairs of the republic, -
and for ever to lofe, without benefit or effed, all that gold: which fhe M‘fﬁm :

‘appears to have poflefled very onufual fources of information, ore than a com.
mon fhare of political acumen, has mﬂl‘dm‘mﬂmﬁ oney

duced an influence there, infinitely more & cial in advancin b
pofes, than any thing fhe derived, or W@{ “

Jeaders, on whom it was beflowed®, - A AR R AT

-oxmauamnmnaammomom.zqu@.,& g
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. It was contended, that fuch a coincidence on the part of France with the views of
jhc king of Pruffia- would not «merely be a dereliction of the caufe and party which fhe
had lo long efpoufed, but a fcandalcus act of _treachery. She had urged them. to the

| adoption of viplent and indefenfible meafures, and confequently involyed them in circume
ftances of great danger ; and now to abandon them in the inflant of their warmeft hopes,
~when the object of their long and mutual purfuit feemed nearly within their grafp,
would fhock the feelings of all mankind, and appear alike foalifh and infamous. The
crooked policy which_fhe had too long purfued, by which fhe became to be confidered as
the common dlﬂ;utbcr of the tranquilkity of Europe, and as fncnﬁcmg alkfaith and prin-
ciple to her own advantage, had been the means of involving her in the greareft difficule
ties and moft dangerous fituationg, fothat her very exiltence at one time feemed little
lefs than trufted to the chance of a die.  She feemed of late,, it was faid, to adopt a fairer
poltcy. and to be ftudious of eftablithing a different charafter ; bae if fhe relapfed now,
it would have a worfe cffe@ than mercly overthrowing what fhe had Litherto done for

shat purpofe.

o .'Rhe nvmt foon confirmed the opinion of thofe who bad placed no confidence in the
fuceefls of the prefent negocimtion.  The terms fought to be impofed on the Stadtholder

~ by the republican faGtion were fuch,” as, if granted, muft have completely fecurcd to
France that afcendancy in the councils of Holland which it had been her conftant object

- to obtain 3 but however unequal the pnmof Orange might-be confidered to the difficul-
~ ties that furrounded him, cvery deficiency was fupplied by the genius, the fpirit, and the
- abilities of his royal confort, who inflexibly adhered to the refolution fhe had formed,
not to facrifice, to the feditious efforts of a falion, any.of the lawful rights that had
‘been attached to the office of Stadtbolder. M. de Rayneval, finding all his iofidious en~

deavours thus completely fruftrated, broke off, in.an abrupt manuer, the correlpondence
which had been maintained between the Hague and Nimeguen, and returacd to Paris

aboqtmnpddle of january, :787.
w7 vl ¢ s,,h“nq 3 RIN g

ol ..Thﬁrlfidm\,d this tuaty pmdnced, hetwcqn the contendmg parties, thg utmo& acrie

el watmwnmm the greateft birternefs of reproach.  On the fide of the
ﬂw%&m entirely afesibed to the precipitate arrogance, the haughty affe@ation
m M.&bﬂqm fpirit. of the French minifter. , It was faid, that he
Rt HA terms but thofe he preferibed himfelf, or fuch as were diclated by
3 that hpmmd»mher as the chofen advocate of ¢hat party, than mn

o ‘ _. ¢ webnmn f‘mnd,or acool and impartial mediator: thar he rather
‘ i adt asa guilty 'perfon. intereeding for favour and forgives

- e i
- iy,

"'" “‘“ m«mm by the condtitution at the head of the republiey
iy die ﬁ a0 demnding nednfsfor thevinjurcs he had fulined.
'*',‘; et ‘, ,mmmé VI T IR
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"On the other fide, it'was infifted, with great warmth, that the failure of fuccefs proa
ceeded entirely from the infl:xible ohitinacy of the court of Nimeguen. . That, far frome
paying any deference to the fates of Holland, who were his lawful fovereigns, the Stadt-
bolder had infifted, in the moft peremptory manner, upon every part of his claims, fhew=
ing'no greater difpofition to relax in the moft inconfiderable than in the moft material
articless that he difplayed no willingnefs to accommodate himfelf to the unfortunate fitu«
ation in which he was involved, nor to the temper and circumftances of the times: that
" ke had not fhewn the fmallelt regret for any of the unjuftifiable meafures into which he
had been precipitated, but on the contrary, feemed difpofed pertinacioufly to fupport and
defend them tothe laft : and, in a word, that a fingle conceffion had not even been hint-
ed at from his court ; but that all the advances which had been made, and all the ine
ftances of moderation, at any times given, had been d:fplayed by the States of Holhnd.

It was about this. period that the repubhcan party brought forward the propofal of
firipping the Stadtholder of thofe great offices of which he had not yet been defpoiled.
in the province of Holland; the queftion was agitated with the utmoft warmth and-
acrimony for two fucceflive days ; but thofe who had propofed it found, to their furprize,
the oppofition fo formidable, and the afpeét ot the independent members fo do-bﬁful, that

they did not choofe to hazard the decifion of a vote, \ e

Ttis highly probable, that the abfence of Van Beikel, the firft penfionary of Amfiet-
dam,’'greatly contributed to this defeat ; he had long been the oracle and foul of the re~
publican party, and was well qualified, by his various talents and endowments, to become
the leader of a fadtion : his ambition was boundlefs, but his luft of wealth even ex«
~ ceeded his love of power, and, ftimulated by avarice, he had facmﬁned his influence ar
home to the luerative appointment of reprel'ennng the rapﬂbltc as mm&er mheUnmd.
States of America, . :

. The abfence of this celebrated demagogue tended to enbarrlk tbe m of hnpm '
ty, whofe fituation now became extremely critical. hmmmmm 1
been completely foiled, In the fenate of Amfterdam their mfluence was Joft; in that
~ of Rotterdam they had been out-vored by a confiderable majority 5 the provinces of Zea«
land, triefland, Utrecht, and Guelderland, were decidedly againfk ‘them ; and they.
were now left in a minority in the affembly of the States of Holland ; fo Mﬂnw
provinces of Groningen and OVerﬂbl alane nnthmcd ﬁ!ﬂlg utwkm st triaade
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~ open violence and outrage, At Rotterdam they furrounded the fenate-houfe, compelled
the fenate to depofe feven of their body, whom they confidered as moft adverfe to their
defigns 5 aiid, veiling their violence under the form of an ele@ion, they filled the vacang
places with feven of the moft zealous of their own party ; and asthe degraded fenators
comprifed the deputies of the city in the affembly of the provincial ftates, the reprefen=

tation of Rotterdam was of courfe totally changed.

~*On the very Tame .day that the fenate of Rotterdam was purged, in this fummary
manner, by the armed burghers, fimilar meafures were purfued by their turbulent bree
thren at Amfterdam. They furrounded the fenate-houfc betimes in the morning, and the
affrighted magifirates entered into a negotiation with them, which was protracted till the
evening ; when, finding that they had no alternative, they were obliged to fubmit to the
demand of the burghers, by declaring that nine members of their affembly, whom the
republican party had profcribed, had abdicated their offices. Among thel= vi@ims to the
revolution, were three deputies to the affembly of the provincial ftates. who had lately
voted, on fome occafion, on the fide of the Stadtholder. At the fame time that they
were clearing the fenate from their adverfaries, the four colonels of the city militia,

- and confequently the only legal commanders %of the burghers, were deftined to experie
ence their perfecution, and obliged to fend in their refignations,

. Hitherto the coort.of Verfailles had folid grounds for exulting in the fuccefs of their
party : the republican faétion feemed, bf the energy of its meafures, to have recovered
its loft influence ; the trembling adherents of the prince of Orange daily expeéted to be
overwhelmed by the torrent ; but the turbulent difpofition of the people, evidently di-
efled to the fubverfion of the conftitutiod, had at length aroufed from their lethargy the
 States<General, who had hitherto preferved the molt guarded - neutrality through the
whole courfe of thefe diffentions. In faét, by the conftitution of that body, though their
and authority were great, they were dirced rather to general than to particular
- objeéts, Their high-mightinefles were the guardians of the republic as a whole ; it was
their peculiar province to regulawe its tranfations with foreign nations ; to watch the
rer of danger from without ; to eftimate its degree ; and to make a timely provie
‘n ';;; . the public fecurity. In war, their powers were extenfive, and their authority, in
Hurrve sl conclufive ; andy in peace, they were to prefcribe the force to be fup.
- ported w&muﬁ landy to infpeét the fate of the fleets and armies, and to look to every |
. of the public defence at home and abroad. But with refpet to internal affairs, or
erences between particular flates, their powers of controul, if not abfolutely Ii-
: aft noknown, as their exertion appears to be without a precedent.  But in
e hes flity, even 'i‘h“ﬂ?_&r to internal affairs, where the peace or unity .
seas endangered, the occafion would doubtlefs fandlify the application of
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T he prp!‘umpt:on of the city of Utrecht, in withdrawing its allotted q-mta of revenue
from their difpofal, feemeéd an object that merited immediate chaffifement § and a body of
troops wis commanded by the provincial ftates to befiege and humble the fa&ious inhae
iitants of that wealthy capital. A fkirmifl took place, on this occafion, between the
detachment of regulars, which was wholly inadequate to the purpofe it was fent rorefs
fe, and the armed burghers, in-which the latter acquired that advantage which a fupe~
riority of numbers generally affords.. But the trinmph of the party was of fhort duras
tion ; almoft immediately after the” fkirmifh near Utrecht, the provined of Holland was
alarmed by the defection of two-thirds of its regular forces, who quitted their pofts, and |
declared in favonr of the prince «of Orange.  To fupply this “deficiency, the volunteers
and arined burghérs were fummoned to the defence of their country; and were appointed
to guard the frontiers. ' :

While things were in this fituation, amevent took place which introduced new and:
more important aétors on the ftage, and abforhed, in its magnitude, every other conﬁder:-
tion, The princefs of Orange, whether from a confidence founded in a fenfe of her
abilitics, or on the influence which fhe expected might be derived from her fex, dignity,
and family, adopted the refolution of proceeding, unaccompanied by the prince her hufe
band, from Nimeguen, whither fhe had been driven by the violeénce of the adverfe pars
ty, to the Hague, with the intention, as fhe declared, cf commumcatmg with the States-
General, and bringing forward {uch conciliatety propofitions, in ‘the name of ﬂw pmcc,.
as might, if poflible, avert the evils and horrors ofa civil war, ! |

But the adverfe party, viewing this meafure with'a jealous eye, determined to imnede
her journey ; and, accordingly, the princefs had fearce pafled Schoonheven,-on the bors.
dgrs of Holland, before fhe was furrounded by 'a party of armed burglnn.‘md ‘was cone
veyed. with every mark of licentious brutality, to a fmall tows at aconfi detable difs
tance ; fhe was thence efcorted by the fame guards to Sehoonhoven, and, hopelefs of bes
ing perimitted to.purfue herj Joumey to the Hague, fhe fet out the nelbdﬁ for Nmm
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- The kmg-of Phifia o had Hidherts ramwaqam hough eertainly

diffcrent, fpeQator of the commotions in Holland, eagerly memﬁydimn' ~
~terference afforded him by the infult offéred to his fifter.  He mﬁn&tcﬂ“oﬁm de»
ambaflador to prefent a ﬂrong memorial to the ftates of Holland, !ﬂt |
-the moft fpeedy and ample; and at the fame time he ‘reprefente indignit 3
fuffered, in the perfon of the princefs, to the court of Verfailles: *“!n oﬁwm.' 1nter
a& the cffe@s of this reprefentation, the ﬁw 4 *‘*iﬁfw rere equally alert in
before thatcourt their anfwer to the Praffian memorial, ?Eiethet W

detail of the tranfactions, 'hem'in‘ihe%m&m y paffed upon ‘the occis
fion. But great was their mortl&utmn, on ﬁnﬂmg lhat t’hé&f.‘hﬁi king, theit be '
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ally, their Mﬁmpomr and friend, had, in ftrong tetml. condemned the trutmm
mhmdby thc.prmccfs, and juftified the king of Praflia’s demand of fatisfaltion s,
'Phc ﬁatca of Holland however, (till implicitly relied on the faith of France; and
bfoqacnt eveuts {ufficieatly demonfirated, that they had ﬁroug grounds for their belief
that fhe would finally interfere in their favour. During the whole fummer of 1787,
fhe was inceffant in "her endeavours furreptioully to afford every poffible affifiance to
the republican party.  Great numbers of French officers daily arcived in the province of
Holland, and either received commiffions in the fervice of the ftates, or aGed as volun.
teers in theit apmy.  But this being de¢med infufficient, feveral hundreds of veteran fol-
diers, of approved valeur, whofe fidelity and difcretion could be relied on, were felc&cd
from different regiments, and, being furnifhed with money for their journey, were dif="
patched in finall parties to juin the troops, and help to dlﬁ::plmc the ‘volanteers and
burghers of Holland. ' It was a new circumftance, that a corps of engincers fhould be
fmuggled, ih difguife, from one country to another; and it was rendered ftill more ex-
traordinary; by the refpeftive countrics not immediately berdering in any part.  Yet
this was now done. The private men were fupplied with cloath i of the common coe
lours, money, and proper anfwers ro make t3 any troublefome enquiries; and, thus
equipped, they were to proceed, in very fmall parties, to the place of their deftinationz
officers being flationed in fome of the mincipal towns on their way, to afford any farther .

fuccour or advice that might become neceflary.

#on

~ ] ’

. As foon as this influx of French ofhicers and foldiers into the territories of the Repube
_ lic became, from their pumber, an objet of general notiee, the States- Geaeral loft no
time in endeavouring at leaft to impede the growing progrefs of this enormity,  For this.
pnrpofe. they not only iffucd proclamations ftrongly forbidding the intrufion, but they
“made very ferious complaints on the fubje@, both to the French minifter at the Hagud,
a_;xd:d}t_ggjy the court of Verfailles, by their own mipifter at Paris, But thefc pro-
ings ha little effect on the republican party, who fill rejecled all language of fub-
-.mﬁon, and iffued orders gitat every preparation (hould be made for laying the country
;;gmlcr ,yat;t, thcmon:n,t any fomgn u'oops fhould enter the territories of the republic,

iu ﬂm hﬂauc;, :pgun rather extpaordinary, for the infule they :epm&ntad

lan was, ﬁnﬁhned by the prefence of a French officer of rank, who ate
) ﬂlllﬂgl apparent coatradiétion arofe from tho kilf“n
: _,'ﬁfl : bﬂnﬁ:mmlmpmm
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accommodauonl"for the roeepuon of an army of fixty thoufwd men; and the. celebrated.
hereditary duke of anfwnck who had lately fucceeded to the dominions of his father,

was called from l‘m retreat, to command the forces of his royal kinlman, th¢hn3°£
Pruﬂia. ;s ko4 et o< i)

. The prince of Orange himfelf had not remamed ina&tive during thcfe mﬂfa&m_
Having affembled a {mall army, he poflefled himfelf by a coup de main, of the fortified
town of Wick, fometimes called Duerftede, in the province of Utrecht; a place emis
nently noted, in the courfe of thefe troubles, for its carly rejeftion of all lawful authos
rity, its adoption of violent republican pﬂncxples. and its mvef.cratg ammoﬁtysmm
Stadtholder. This town was, particularly from its ﬁtuanon, an ﬁ;xm of great im=
portance to the prince ; being eftablifhed on the borders of Hollaq _ within twenty-four

iles of Amfierdam ; commanding the courfe of that part of the Rhine, here called
Tc Lech, on which it ftands ; and poflefling the command of feveral fluices. The
Stadtholder foon after reduced Harderwicke, a town in Guelderland, erefied on the Zuy-
der-Sea, was acknowledged by the city of Middleburg, and the whole provmcc of Zea-
land, which declared, without referve, in his favour ; blocked up the city of Utrecht; gnd, .
repulfed an attempt that was made by a, fuperior number of the gamfon and mhab:tam;
on one of his out-pofts. AR

iy ‘ =

Thefe fucceffes probably ferved to accelerate the motions of the Pruﬂiaus wfio, to the
amount of eighteen thoufand men, commanded.by the duke of Brunfwick, Itla furnihed
with a train ot light artillery, advanced from the duchy of Cleves, and, about the middle
of September, entered the province of Guelderland, in three columns that on the ngllt '
which direfted its courfe to the northward, was under the command of geuenl Lotcum; .
the centre was entrufted to the conduét of generals Waldeck and Gaudi ; 3 an& the Ieft,
which pointed its march to the foul.h was lcd by the duke in pcrfon. g

The fuccefs of each divifion was fuch as might be expe&ed from ibrirud coucéveg Qi
the Pruffian arms ; and no fupcnomy of numbers could encourage eilﬁit'ﬁ;b‘ i-: or.
irregular forces of the province to fuftain any Mphke t-cqnﬁeﬁ*. evé; bl
troops of the enemy. Gorcum, though in a good M of defen u
vernment of the célebrated colonel and chamberlain €
lence of his republican principles, furrendered after a- kw*ﬁm -
governor yiclded themfelves prifoners of war to the duke of Brunfw

Sghqqnhoven, both capable of a long refiftance, ‘wewbﬂlyi cn ted | Yare 3 | !
quem. fubmitted on the firft fummons; and Rotterdam, on the appearance 3
, threw open hugam,mdmvedd&m%m. oudeft acclamations, '

Nor nim’the ofs of thie & tré‘bpfum M :
:hefamous ‘3 ?Jgfr’v:ref&%’f& ﬁ: wn ﬁhﬁ'ﬁl ﬂ "n':
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and the prefervation of property fuperfeding every otbet Mﬁdenﬂon, the prlbvu
evacuated by all orders of armed men ; the artillery, which they had in vain endeamurﬂ
to render ufclefs, was left on the works withoug centinels or guards, and the prince of
Orange, without oppofition, poffeffed himfelf of a city which had long been confidered
as the great bulwark of the province of Holland, and, next to Amfterdam, as the princi-
pal feat and grand citadel of the republican party. -

The column led by General Lottum on the right, met with rather more refiftance &
Naarden, a ftrong place, fituate at the fouth end of the Zuayder Sea, within thirteen
miles of Amfterdam, rejected the fummons of the Pruffian commander, and prepared
for a vigorous defence. But general Lottum, whofe detachment wis by no means pro-
vided for a fiege, turned afide from the walls, and received the fubmiffion of ‘Nieuwers

Mluys, a ftrong fortrefs, with a garnfon of near eight hundred foldiers, who furrendered .
themfclves prnfoncrs of war,

But, during thefe military tranfa&tions, an unexpeted revolution had taken place at
the Hague, which greatly changed the face of internal affairs inthe province of Hol-
land. ‘The inhabitants of that town, the refidence of the States of Holland, were yet
ftrongly attached to the perfon and interefts of the prince of Orange ; and the governing'™
party, well aware of this difpofition, had introduced a ftrong body of volunteers to kecp
the ordinary garrifon in fnhjc&:on ; but, undcr the conflernation and difmay, which the
progrefs of the Pruffians, and the failure of the French fuccours, excited on the republi«
can fide, it was eafily feen that the volunteers would not be long able to overawe fo po-
pulous a place ; and feveral of the principal perfons of that party accordingly retired for
fafety to Amfterdam..

Tbtgnnqﬂﬁ:ﬁcd their precaution. The Swifs foldiers, who formerly compofed the
Stadtholder’s flate guard, holdly aflembled, and carsied off the two pieces of canpon that
had been affigned for the fupport of the volunteers, Their zeal foon communicated to
thhmhabm: ; the republicans on every fide were difarmed ; the moft violent members ,

“of the &Qtu fled to Amfterdan 5 and the reft of the affembly immediately fent a deputa«
ﬂﬂ& bﬁﬂl thptenu‘a of the pnaet of Orange.

" "_‘,'_nhu ﬂamngnrul unexpeted could not fail to be accepted with tranf-

- and "#!lr.ﬁtldlholller and his confort-having been received at the Hague with every
nf ' h_’-ﬁ$ '_ 7y the former was immediately reftored by the States to all thole
rights from which he hadbeen fufpended, and all proceedings which had been
thlt province were confequently anoulled. The States alfo
? expre .' mhdf Verfml with mfomnon that the difputes bew
“!'H Holland and the Stadtholdes were now happily terminated; and



Ke fuccour 'lngh they hadvng\:cﬂe& iz bu‘ napﬂy md naaﬂwm
ch}s ‘m-y likewife iffved an edi€ forbidding all attempts to. i e the countryy:
'Mﬂn&ly commanding the governors of all cities to give free adm%p-&hmm
troops. In confequence of this, baron Matha, governor of Namlm, *W#M‘ﬂtwﬁ

that city, on the fame principle of &uty oa-whlchhe had before k ;hctrm ,ﬁr

_All oppofition was now conﬁncd to the city of Amﬁﬂ'dnm and i m mvm@?ﬂm 4
tihe moft altive and obftinate of the-republican fa&ion had fled from all quarters, Th:
proud capital, undtﬁn:yad by the general defection, made’ every preparation. i'vmba ‘moft
defperate refiftance. The furrounding ‘country was laid pnder water | batteries
were ercéted on every fide ; all the pofts which-commanded lhcﬂliir}uﬂiqﬁomhe

. ‘were entrenched ;and fortified ; and the é:tWexpheﬂ'e&Jhbk determination of vdd’enﬁng

themfelves to the laft: cxtrcam,. A ] el ) e L f ‘K ~ 4k
. X . &

" The danger was, mdced, ahﬂy at'their gam 3 the m of w Mtg ehb-
hlhed round. the city.a chain' of pofts wherever the nature of the groumiuﬂ the inger-
fedtion of the dykes would admit ; and though a tranfient negociation had produced a.

Wremporary fufpenfion of arms, he no- fooner found the fpitits of ‘the party unfabdued,
than he determinied to force their boafted barriers. By ak'&!u of 3;&&%“&\!&:,
wifely planned, and covrageoufly executed, he carried his: point § the numerous fortified
pofts of the republicans were affailed ar the fame point of time ]Mﬂﬂtwl&mkg
refiftance more vigorous than had yct been: experienced, the Pruffians wewmdpkgdy .
fuccefstul, / me o7 | TR PN N A TR VR W T O

"_ = .u,.mma.;_wx ;
~ The pl‘oud city of Amfterdam was now, for tﬁe ﬁr& tsm!, delivefed to the di 'fcmi&n o
a vi€tor, and, open on every fide to bombardment, relu@antly defeended to tlu Mc
of fubmiffions. The magiftracy declared themfelves obligudby ling danger i
!'uh(qybe,condmom to ‘which they y:glb&,}dqﬁm
« Sixteen perfans, profcribed by the ‘princefs of Osange,
fa&ma. ‘were deprived of- themmfpeﬁtvﬁm
been tumultuoufly depofed for their atuduﬁnt tot
’lbred the burghers and all perfons in the town, e €
* grived § and the Leyden gate w:n mtnfdwﬁ
“amance of this laft ﬂipulaﬁmw sHhdigee .g-*-aﬂp lﬂ I bbby v
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M& mﬂl own dignity, than to mwy any hope of ﬂu«ﬂngm
re!lef to his allies. * All oppofition in Holland might be M confidered aﬂm
ed; and the official notification to the court of, Verfaillesy from the States affembled at
the Huague, appeared to have removed every pretext for interpofition, The republic’
had dopted a new fyftem of policy, and however great the mortification which France
“ht experience on lofmg the fraits of her labour and exertions, it was no longer in
‘her power-to undo what was already done in Hollmd, nor by a.ny means to recover her
‘inne: mﬂ.ncnce. . . e e

.

Under ﬂmel’e c:rcumﬂances, and in the dnﬁra&cd ftate of her mterml aﬂ'am. l"ralwc
mld only wifh to extricare herfelf, with the beft grace fhe coyld, from the difficulty i in
nhuh fhe was involved, -and to foften her watlike afpe as foon as the appearance. of a
Hmilar difpolition on the other fide fhould afford a fair opportunity. As there was no-
thmg now remained to excite a quarcel, this opportunity was foon offered by the Britith
mann&en at P:m, who prefcntcd a declaration, in which they obferved, that as the af-
fairs of the United Provinces ‘no longer left any fubje of difcuffion, and fill lefs of

. conteft, between the two courts, they were authorized to afk, whether it was the inten«
tion of the king to carry into effeét the notification made by his minifter, which, by an-
nouncing that fuccour would be given in Holland, had occafioned the nayal armaments
Mgh;lhu Britannic majefly, and which had fince become reciprocal >—That, if the
Wtd Verfailles were difpofed to cxplm itfelf on this fubje®, and upon the conduét
m.be ﬂhﬁd towards the repubhc, in a manoer conformable to the defire which bad
bun w on both fides, of preferving the good underflanding between both crowns ;
“and it being ljkewife underftood that there is no view of hoftility towards any quarter
a0 "”j'emofwhat has paffed, their maﬁcr, ever anxious io eoncur in the friendly
nents of his Moft Chriftian majelty, would agree with him, that the armaments,
and all warlike preparitions in general thould be difcontinued on both fides, and that the
e m mﬂ.’“ fhould be again placed upon the footing of the peace eﬂabhfhmenr,

!p it fto 4“! of the prefent year,

" "ﬁn pﬁh@d a mntetrdedam;oa, on the fame day, figned by monfieur Je Mont-
" Nﬂuﬁﬂﬂ' ﬁt {foreign lﬁ.m, in which the king declared, that he never had any”
hg force in the affairs of the republic ; the notification was pal-
%gwhdgeédqtﬂu mm bx which it had been influenced vo lon-

ﬁm that he readily agrees to give no effeét to it ; cohcurs in the
ﬁ’ﬂ-mc m,en, for tﬁe referfaﬂon of hmmony “between the two

w -Ph['“ to the lﬁﬁ“b that the armaments, and, in gcncral
difcontinu & 1 oy be ﬁ'vr the navies placed upon -
nitren enty 0

‘ement, being mfortafummary,
1 £ Iﬂylilpnua,mtben J




'1'216‘ £l ‘ nrcn aF 3 : | {’WW

their rqup&ms fommgm ; and thus all oceafions of dtﬂ’erenee for tin'prqfenb hetwm
the two nations were happily remevcd, |
The facility with which this accommodation was effected may be cl'ﬁeﬁ-y afcribed to,
the diftratted ftate of affairs in France, where the feeds of internal difcord had not only.
"burft into life, but were haftily advancing towards maturity,. By the difmiffal of M: de
€alonne, the kingdom was left without a minifter, and almolt without a {yftem, In the
affembly of the Notables, much debate, but little agreement, had been produced by the
propofed territorial impoft, an obje@ which the court was peculiarly anxious to accoms
plith. Indépendent of the particular and individual interefls by which this falntary
meafure was oppofed, whole provinces Objcacd to it, as a dire&@ infraction of their rights, .
and a violation of thofe original capitularies which. they had entered intg w:tl:l the crown.
for the prefervation of their ancient immunities, and on the faith of whlch tﬁey hccame
members of the Kingdom. Upon this fubje the attorney-general of Prov:ncx had the
boldncfs to declare, that neither that affembly, the pa&liaments, nor the ,kmg himfeff
could affefls any fuch impoft in the country which he reprefented, ai being dlm&ly con-

trary to the fpecific and indefcafible nghts of the people,

The impoffibility of reconciling fuch a varlety of difcordant interelts :cndc,m. iqu-
nifeft that the prefent convention was unequal to the greater obje@s for which it had hcen
affembled, and that nothing lefs than an affemblage of the States-General of the lpqggdm,

@ affifted by the inftrution or advice of the refpective provmczal ﬂatf:t. partu:ularl n :5}1
that related to their own peculiar nghts and privileges, could cﬁ‘e&uully remove t{lt pre-
fent grievances, by fuch permanent arrangements of the publlkg_rebycnues and ex pences, as
fhould render the crown for the future eafy in its pecuniary 3ﬁtrs, and the burthc,na of
the people as light as their nature would admit..
But though the convention of the Notables were nnablE to camgjete iﬁ’ 1

je&t of reform, they neverthelefs propofed many ufeful and liqncﬁcl&l’ ﬂj;n i
were adopred. by, the court, both with sefpect to kveir'al ,of ﬂ;q‘
, felves, to the mode of l;vy:ug them, to tbq pcgfopch ployec n

: b ..‘ - I . It-fo t .'.t A
boards or offices which were to regulate and govern lh_c_ a¢ d& L p‘}#y%@
YIOPE BRSYANCY SO0y

wou

extended to pars, and to the removal of the ‘more &ar;%' d o
~did but_tend more clearly to ewq,c; the n,;ceﬂity f {i chici 8 .
finally conclufive, and of aing upon a fyﬁ;n;fof :c%rﬁf cﬁpﬁml?ﬁpﬂ
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Whatever the fntm“sﬁi&uﬂw.:‘” to the natjor

grievoully dnfawntntednthg!mlm of the gxanc!,, dye@fu_% ccomph liment of
which it bad fumnioned the cmmucm viw—the obtaining immedi e relick for its.
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profent moft drgent neceflities ; it had been mtcndcd to raife a loan of one hundred and
twelve millions of livres upon the expeted land tax; but though the minifters had de=
clared it to be'a matter of fuch indifpenfable neceffity, that government could fearcely
ctherwife exercife its neceilary fun&ions, the tufn which giﬂurs had taken in the alfems
blx l'qudcrcd it impofhble, ‘

The king, however, bore the difappointment with fuch admirable temper, that the
convention and he parted with every appearance -of the moft perfe@ confidence and cor-
diality en both fides. In his fpeech, on diffolving the aflembly, (on the twenty-fifth of
May) he acknowledged, that they had fulfilled his expe@ations in afifting him with their
counfels, and delivering their fentiments with that freedom and truth which he was ever
willing to hear:; that he was thoroughly fatisfied with their indefatigable eal and at-

tention, in examining the obje&s he had communicated to them : that they had not only .

inftituted proper enquiries into a variety of abufes, but had fuggefled the means for re-
forming them: that they had done much towards the attainment of the grand object, of
reducing the expences of the ftate to a level with the public revenue, by the accurate en=
quiry which they made into the deficiencies and their caufes, by pointing out the differ<
ent economical favings which might properly beeffe@ed, and in affording time for the ef-
fe€tto operatg, by the temporary provifional taxes which, for the intermediate time, they
had recommended as the moft proper to be laid upon his fubjeéts. ' He concluded by de=
claring that it afforded him great confolation- to think, that the form and method of
thefe new impofts would not be fo burthenfome as thofe of former times ; the only wifh
of huhurt bemg that of rcndermg his peopie u contented and as happy as poﬁble

Lewn, _bemg d!fappointcd of the rc!nef which he bad expeQed to derive from the Not-
ables, and having only reccived from that affembly fuch affiftance as was wholly inade-
quate to fupply the: immediate urgent necefities of government, was obliged to have
rmm‘fe to the ufual mode of raifing money, by the promulgation of royal ediéis.

r the ‘meafures propofed for this purpofe, was the doubling of the poll-tax, the re«
eftablithment of the third-twentieth, and a ftamp-duty. The parliament, however, re-
monftrated, in firong terms, againit the whole, infiting, that, before. they granted, or
Mnu‘dan raifing any money, a true account of the ftate ot the finances, and of the

nofes to which fuch money was to be-applied, fhould be laid before them. The tax
am  became the immediate object of contention; and the parliament determined
ter tl hgdiﬁ.cml prefented the following fpirited remonitrance to the crown :

aid a; &bp foot of the throne, by your majefty’s mofl dutiful m:]d f;nr:l:l-
5, I bare Q‘W of a duty on paper has alarmed every individual,.
g _-,._ '.. ._!‘ { ﬁ“m aud a pr?g'cﬁ'c mcafc Of ar ‘33“ oRe huw
ty millions ufjnm in thirteen years, it fecms as if the name of impoft fhould
' T2 “ peyer

i lllqﬂ Nfge&ful addrefs, Sire, together with the juft claims of the nation, has _
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¢ never ifTue. from. th2 mouth of a benefi :ent mnarch except in readcmg it lelyonerous,,
« or diminithing the number of thefe alrcady exifting, ‘What was our fuprwc,,thep.
« Sire, when we were told that new taxes were projecting by the Notzbles; and that. a,
« new one, of amoft diftrefling kind, wis to.be offered for the apmbaum.aipa&;-

¢ ment! . : _ﬂﬁ‘. {"*

| {l‘ he firft refleGion that naturally occurs at the very mcntiomof a new, dn'ti. is to..

« enquire into the aétual flate of the finances. What an adminiftration muft the laft-
¢ have heen, if the evils that relult from it require, fuch.a. del'pcratc remedy | —Your
« majefty muft remeraber how we ftrove, in 1784 and 1786, to give you a faithful pice
¢ ture of the real fituation of the ftate, which feemed then " (or your miniftry endcavour-
« ed to make it  appear fo) as if inclined to take a better turn; but the trath was, that.
¢ the ftate was more involved in difficulties than ever.  Your Parliament.then, Sire, did .
s« every thing in their power, but in vain, to fet trath in its cleareft light ; fome of your’
«¢ minillers were too deeply. interefted in the concealment of it from yourimajefty ; all .
¢ our humble remonfirances proved ufelcfs ; and there were fome of your council who
« went fo far as to make you fulpeét the purity of our patriotic intentions : the dreada.
«¢ ful fitvation of affairs, however, required a fpeedy and efficacious remedy. The Note
¢t ables, affembled by your majeity’s orders, have withdrawn the veil that co -
¢ undermining adminiftration : a dreadful fpeacle prefented itlclf to the eye dmu‘.__
¢« tonifhed nation; an immenie deficiency was very vifible in the treafury ; and every
«_body haftened to propofe the means of filling it up, and: affording a fpeedy remedy,

®« How grievous tothe paternal heart of your majefty muft fucha difcovery have been |-
« How mult your aftonifhment and forrow have encreafed, when you mﬂe&od on thﬂ
“ fatal errors in which your m;mﬂm had long and purpofe.lg:hptym I -

« Sach is the confequence, Sire, when. thncbozce of wmﬁcn ﬁlh nn.pufnm Mm
«. gbuoxious to the nation in general : fuch is the great, but fad, cquh,s;hg “IIJ
« monarchs how far they muft refpe& the public opinion, feldom fuft \
** becaufe men united together rarely give or receive an imp
«¢ In point, of adminiftration, Sire, the pureft hands nm are e . A fin
« condefcenfion, or rather, a firft wrong flep, leads to a fecond ; MM mqim
(L8 ﬁ:nbe the imprudent. mmﬁer,uhqmm he,fm.ﬁombdq; {u

. conluutton demand a mdy; md this, uzuﬁwhamﬂff erate.

ol b o L R S f;'.'{i_.:
5 Qi may your duzn to mfa mhikéh maﬁ,, hofe. _ atary. reflect

“ thempomma of which has been acknowledged -‘By.ﬂlﬂul hsemEvil s

“hmhnﬁuhm,hnww Jmm.- fufficient to repair the mil

'
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4. it occafions.  The vices of an adminiftration, or, which is ‘the me'mabhem of
- thm, the iﬁvolantary error of a juft mmmh mll l‘orely dnﬁtefa whole genemion!a '

" '!ﬂ! not the htentlcm of your par!mmenr, Sire, to grieve your majefly s moft fce‘ling'
« heart, by expatiating at prefent on a fubjed fo afli&ing, and recalling a thought fo
“ unpleafant ; but they take the libérty of humbly intreating your majefly to weigh
«often thefe important refle&tions, in fome of thofe moments devoted to filent medita-
““tation on the welfare and happinef(s of your fubje@s. ' Tt mow behoves your parliament
‘“'to enter with a noble freedom, upon a fubjc& propofed by your majelty vourfelf; we
« mean ‘the projefted retrenchiments and ‘Ichemes of economy.  'We earnefily entreat
“"you, Sire, to be'upon your guard againfl'the emotions and propenfitics of your tender

““heart, in order that the cconomy already begun may continue, and thofe reforms adopt-

« ed and fittled be of conftant duration. “'When a pure.and enlightened adminiftration en-
W deavours to eftablifh certain principles of economy, it generally meets with fome an-

¢ cient cuftoms that feem to have been long attached to the conflitution, and to enjoy

“'the right of preferipion. ‘1f*the minifter als with firmnefs, ‘he is immediately
¢ Liimed for his imprudence ; if with precaution, the world will cenfure his weaknefs |
« Wit dificultis will not then, in fuch a cafe, furround the monarch, and be inceffant-
“J ly multiplying about himl" Courtiers will publickly approve of, mnay applaud, the pro-

;e‘aed reTqrms, but, in fecret, they will try to weaken, ‘and even prevent, their ef-
“ k&* all mcnn‘s will becmp!oycd to deceive fim ; it is then, that art, addrefs, and
“ ﬁﬁm, appear in a thoufand different forms, aétvated by the moft imperious of all
w“ ﬁiﬂtwu, %ﬂﬁm’al intereft: the fovercign, thus befet, and attacked on every fide hy -
“ l:a'rim',"fum, and petitions, is forced to liften to importunate clamours, and, through the
« goodnefs of hu heatt, often grants what could never be obtamcd through his juftice,

‘“""ﬁﬁ-%t the word economy is mentioned, it echoes through the room ; the -
« b&m ' courtier upﬁardnﬂy adopts the plan, and wifhes to be numbered among the

cat chara&e "‘dfthq nation, whofe example he affe@s to imitate ; bur he calculates
at . time how long the geonomical reform may fubfift, and how he may render
“ ibﬁ{tin 3 remnnhdcrstl that diminifh either his credit or his uvcn\i}: : all expences
M ﬁu owlﬂ'aeﬁ fufeepﬁb’lé of diminution : in a vaft adminiftration, the weakeft pre-
o texts 'Jm'ly tinged with the colouring of reafon; and that economy, which has
_-oﬁencom'&d and always expected, appears and difappears in an inftant, leaving
lack cloud ove r.the beautiful countenance of truth, which fome faint rays had be-

efle@ion: &q@ written in tbc anmals of every nation, are the faithful hifs
38 s % ould the meditation on them be more interefting to -
T S AR fﬁ-mgpplmuou fuits exatly to the urgent circum~

The more. 'ngour and firmnels your majefty (hall fhew for the.
o 1mnde&.
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¢ jntended reforms, and ﬁhﬂary refolutions, the more :lxﬁculncl and ebftacles will cers.
“ tainly impede the way ; and cxpericnce may, perhaps, have already proyed, that the
« perfons mtereﬁed in thefe econoinical views begin to hint as if the propohd fums were
¢ equivoeal and precarious, and the dedu@ions agreed upon incompatible with old cuf

¢ toms, and unlikely to be of long duration.

« It is in your ma Jcﬁy s power to enforce, with a laudablc pcrfcurance.-the order ﬂut
¢ muft permanently eftablifh this effential reforin. Every thing fhould undergo tho
" & frifeft enquiry. Your majefty’s juitice, which is to us the fureft aqd molt {acred pledge,
¢ emboldens your parliament to lay before you, without danger of incurring your royal
. difpleafure, fome of thofe remarksand obfervations which mulfk naturally ave occur=
“ red to you. Had you knowny Size, the real ftate of your finasices, you doubtlefs
¢ would not have undertaken thofe immenfe edifices that are now building, nor. m.;dc fo
¢ many acquifitions, onerous to the ftate ; you would not Have permitted fo many
¢ changes of the crown lands, nor granted thofe exceflive liberalities wluch ‘the impor-
¢ tunate and intriguing feldom fail to obtain, The. fac:hty of procuring money from
&4 thc trca{ury (the fatal bane of all adminiftrations) would never have been fuffered ta.
« encreafe, for it inceflantly expofes the fgvereign to fome dangerous furprize ; it I'quan-
© e ders fccretly the public revenue, and can ncver overbalance, with its pretended uullty,'__
. % the great inconveniences that invariably attend it; your majefly would, certainly,

“ never have confented to Lave Paris furrounded with fuch a magmﬁcent wallt; to fee
¢ palaces erefled for your excife-officers, at an sxorbitant expence, in order to caincide
« with the views of the farmers-general, who, in cxpeCtation of a precarious and dlﬁant-_,
¢¢ gain, expend aunuallj thofe fums that fhould  be apprOpml:ed to wants of more r:al

g
neccmt,’ * Ol i y-v g oy . v 1w Wik . [ ‘:

- % All thefe objelts, Sire, and many others, the enumemxon ol' which would excite
*¢_your aftonifhment, are fufceptible of correélion : fome rcqulre a conﬁdcriﬁlb diminus
“ tion ; others an entire fupprcﬂion. But it is not the total onf of mh_ gcﬁ'npment _
“ that fhould be pmpcrly diminithed ; every . part of it fhould be fg&x ou! ﬁ:@jﬁdﬁ’hgd, {
« and diyefled of*all its fuperfiuous charges ; it fhould be reduced fi pfe gnﬂahﬁ-f

“ Jutely neceffary expence : in fo doing, your majefty mght epﬁfy double th :ﬁcﬁt!id

« reform of forty millions of livres, and tb;s mlght then _p;qre a ,.real re}nd' to '

fubjedt et
.ﬁ:Eenqg ubjects. BBt AR T e s A Mo i -ﬁ....,_u‘“. P

j “ Tﬁefe are hononra‘ble economnes, Sire, that far fmm duhmﬁ: ‘Mﬁ'ﬁ’
“ig thmnc, add to its lufire, and encreafe its &gmty. : Maji&'y

xtmupml had‘beanmnﬂymdafedmithawdl,uﬂ:i_} . order ta
prevent the onﬁand N‘WMW:&M Mov&ymﬁgm“‘ o ""““'*'. R
- o™ oyl . ‘ ¥ I Tl _-- J' 1 ““r}: rful A ,."‘im . [
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" % vations. ‘The fovereign is always great when his fubje&s are happy ; and !bbhkﬁt‘of
« happinefs fpread over a a whole people is fo pompous and bﬂllunt, that it commlndi
* public ndrmranon. and e‘xtom univerfal applaufe.

¢ Thefe diminutions, fuppreffions, reforms, and economies, fo often folicited by your

“ parllamcnts, Yemanded by the Notables, and promifed by their fpirited and joft perfe-

# yerance, are daily wifhed for and cxpeaed by the unhappy hufbindman, whofe tears

4 bedew the very field that contributes to fo many ufele(s expences before it has furnifhed

4 the neeeflury. fubfiltance for himfelf and family, to the perfon who fowed it; and

# who, depfived of the common neceflaries, is forced to take from his poverty itfelf.
“ lomcthmg towards fupplymg the exigencies of the flate.

-& “Thefe unhappy beings, Sire, Frenchmen by birth, and Men, have a double right tb
« enjoy their facred property, even in the bofom of indigence ; but as they cannot claim.
-4 it themfelves at your majefly’s feet, let their claims and their rights be ever prefent
¢ before you ; Jet their complaints find their way to the throne, and reach your roy:ll
.4 perfon 3 let them hear your gracious anfwer, and let them know that your majefty’s
.4, goodmﬁ and juftice are the firmef}-fupportets they can hope to find near the throne,,

|« The French never confult any intercfl infcparable from tbe throve ; they are always biaffed-
4 by ther fincere attachment to their monaych , in their forvent zeal and enthufiaflic ardour
-4 for the.royal caufé; they have been capable: of the greateft facrifices ; and they way
-4 fancy the ways and means of the nation as nnbounded as their affection. Thefe ways
~4¢and means, therefore, muft be properly managed, aud ufed at proper times. It fhould
¢ be likewife confidered, that the comributions proceeding from the impofts granted to
¢ the monarchs are onfly intended as fubfidies to the ftate, and that the foverelgn is but
% the diftributor of whatever is not employed for the public weal, which nararally be.
“ longrh;&hktwbo co-opei'atc in levying the contributions , and, if they are direéted
* from thcﬂ'@hmf and prim:tfve intent, their fertile fource will foon become infuffia
“ cient, and; in a fhort time, exhaufted, pamcularly lf the expencesencreafe in pro- .

"lpdniol'tb thc menpn

‘%‘l 'ﬁlimdiof tmpoﬂl fhould be preporttoned to the neceffary wants of the nation,.
"W&nﬂ ‘with them. Each citizen contributes part of his property for the fake of.
i tntais 'wbg J‘.fa,md private tranquillity, The pcoplc, on fuch ptlncrplcs.
| on the ﬁg&hof mankind, and confirmed by reafon, fhould never increa’e their
tions bu 'ii'&m‘ﬁlrtxpcnccs of the ftate have undergone all the favings, al-

¢ terations, apd fetrenchments, of which they are capable. It 1s for this reafon, theres
fore, tha wm&k Jook, upon the duty on {tamped paper as entirely op=
t linnmoa, It would aﬂ'e& the private tranquillity, bzvuac;f.._
‘ farilyp
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* farily mﬁngfm"mm and woﬂ&:hu&qwmiw mw dnwthb
« Gabelle, which was liable to- open frands. The moft clofe and lub\tml attention
« could hardly be fufficient to diftinguifh ‘the numberlefs ftamped mm are le.ﬁmr
. forml‘l nfpe&we a& ofguﬁme or.common ﬂmfa&m. 0 W
I g &k wir 5 AL
AM Whnt ml&nhn wulm ‘the. gmte& part of your frubjoa.mm»m, by “inter-
«. changing thefe papers, and making ufe of the one for ‘the other ! Many writings, by
« fuch involuntary faults, may appear counterfeited in the eye of juftice; and thewun-

& wary individeal will find himfelf daily expoled to piy e!orbﬁiﬂtw, mvumnmt
- dlflgrcoablc and- burthenfmfum' at hw. Lo

" ad & >b »

¢ Such a duty, Sire, is hkemfe 1ncompattb1e ‘with puhhc faﬂsty, it would deep‘ly
<« wound that mutual confidence which conftitutes its Tureft foundation. Mals
¢ would be afraid of producing unftamped bills or notes before-a tribunal ;
< age, where thereare fuch frequent inftances ‘of -perfons taking all forts of
‘« ‘anid.commencing or prolonging vexatious and endlefs fuits, 'a%b‘:ﬂaﬁnﬁbn‘ﬂte
¢ wery careful not to introduce new fubjeéts of chicanery. - Befides, our public truft,

*¢ Sire, and our mmmal dignity, abfolutely forbad the mtwd-u&non of I'm:hmduwm
“ duty. .

Solee 4

“ The moment a declaration is iﬂ‘ued, whu:h is genenlly vicious mmlnm& mma‘r.
¢ pofitions, a feducing facility of extending its meaning or duration occurs, and
« tences are not wanting for impofing plmﬁbly ‘on the public. Experience ﬁ@iim us
«¢ with too many examples of this nature. The two fous and the eight fous per livre,
« for inftance ; the fecond warrant for the poll-tax, and fo -many other inventions,
« which the fertile genius of financiers has imagined, and is never at a lofs to find for
¢ overcharging the fubje@s, are but a continuation and -extenfion of aduty, Gmple in
s itsorigin ; and fuch an extenfion, Sire, is often: divefled of ay\y&m wmﬂ
“ only colle@ed in virtue of the minifter’s mandate.  Without mention
¢ multiplicity, of marks, precautions, and fines, mddmm g;"
¢ famped papery it is certain that it would caufe a delay hswjh

4 and obfirué the common daily tranfa&ions. Al tl.hy iﬁm Mm |
#¢ tion muft produce delay. A bill of exchange, gmwﬂ,.m m”"iq‘lhgle o
#¢a fine ; the fine muft be paid immediately by the poffeflor of mm 16, therefore,

",‘_' nwogld beoblljgﬂ to advance the fum for the time, p ‘? flead ¢ a
5 q_&tpammy .Hnt# the cxpyauquqf‘igsqpi Il He would be a fufferer
«¢ faults nl"mh:u. and fach faults Wt bem sveral times the

TV ‘
44l there & hanges, it ongly bindsall
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: d‘ﬂw kingdom, induced him to venture on the adoption of a mea~

M mmmu his .own mind,  That Great
! M&mhmuwmmm

u;m“l‘- n was to-lall but a fhort time; it wis

eemed to réquire a fpeedy redrefss had it not been

e M&om“ﬂi have
‘mummmm that could give the

ing a perpetual tax—that parliament were never invefted

#'a&hwu; the fovereign to ammounce his will nw

NH‘M# reprefent them fo implicitly, -

‘et 'r‘ ¥ J;q-.‘-uq. uhﬂu T O L Wil Wy iati ea)
elpe@ful parli: -mlhchbmyofmmmﬁgmynt
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. or ,ﬂlﬁlﬂq&uam mare confidence mm«ﬁmw that
MWMH affemblics with part of the adminifbrationy - infirad of weakenin :
8 awould enlightenit, and encreafe its aciivity. Your Notables, Sire, o wifely feleGted by -
¢ your majeity, have affifted the throne with their councils, and unveiled t ",wg.,

- # hidden countenance of truth, which you were determined to fee.  Hos ;m’u'éw are

#¢ the members Ofc’ihll aiﬁmb!yvm WW%MMJMW ‘tmt‘h

Vdeach: 9‘"‘7"”‘“ h’ﬂslrw nnéanu-bln:n owing
4 hero of the fecond race, who Wthﬁmw,ﬁ

* name of Great, which heunmw ‘by‘p e wxﬂdﬂ 3

s mhom pofterity, 413 impmhl Judge vl'rkmp. hu d:gmﬂd mgh the;-&tln of .
e nor thofe of Lewis the Twelfth, who, in one of thofe iﬂ%mbhtu bad-.th!‘ v
nﬁmfh&mn of hearing himfelf proclaimed the Father of his. Peoptc.om; hofe,
*¢‘of Henry the Fourth, whofe name, ftill fo dear to the E:ni_u&‘ § o ha-
“ mamty, and daily mccwcs from our gratcful‘hearts a oqpuoul tribute. of ;um. : '..“',f
fa Abig R0y, b !s% N ﬁ{ .q.;w:f;'&ﬂ .
- # Your parliament, Sire, wamngfmth ;nmmfm x 12ppy and long-w .fgr
“ mﬂen-g. when a juft monarch mlbdalgmeh enign influence it

« aunul the declaration ofthe ftamp.d y, as altogether
« fituation of affairs; aMme it qzln‘cm
. u:nt and forrow to all the realm ,.Mthq
J‘P‘“ﬂ atnqn throngh the kmgdom ¥
P {.4 'r- e
it mumnnﬂn‘b«thoﬂxh it con .-‘3 ch
_ Tnom, ms\iy no mqamconclﬂliwu o the point
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" M'_l | LEwWIS THE SIKTEENTH, ' 55
"+ Onthe feventh of Auguft, the. day after mw&erﬁ of the édifl, the Mi
y mﬁf aformal proteft, endued vmh a new and extraordinary. exteat of operation,
- againft this concellion which had been extorted from them. - They declired, that it had |
egiftered againft-their apprebation and conjent, by the king’s exprefs ¢ and ; that'
Fa t]ie{ -",i&ﬂber ought 1o, nor fhould, have any force 3 and tﬁtﬂeﬁc&awrﬁm who
Ahould prefume to attempt to enforce its exccution, {hould be adjudged a trasior, and eon=
 demned. to the ‘gallies. This conduét wus fill more uncouflitutional: than the arbitrary
- exertion of mgal awthority, fanétioned, as it was, in this inftance, by thempenoul plea
of meceflity ; the ‘affumption ot lygiflative power, by a- coure of juftice, was an inno=
jon of the moft alarming: nature;—an innovation not more-dangerous thar it was pre-
pofterous, - The parliament feem to have loft their wifdom with their temper ;. their
rofe& breathes a very different fp:ru irqm their remonfirance ; and the mannervin -
whlch they now condu@ed their 0ppof tion tended to annibilate even that lawful aue
tbqh&y swhich by the conflitution was velled in the crown ;—that oppofition 100 was ren-
duﬂi,ﬂﬁl more.ﬁpmtd#blc by its recawmgthr. fanétion of all the ocher parli.« ents,
who, alas ! were little aware that, by this means, ihcy conmhutul to raile a flame whuh
Mm&wwmfummcm&&vqa.v ogting el M i : p st R
rRcaibl on VR 4 Tl
Mmm thq.mmtmnoof a&'mu 1hnt dmrkmg was ‘veduced to: the abfoluw ne-
: qﬁ” ﬁ.m l}&m to extremities in the fapport of his authority, or of giving
' ‘Q VEr, w_v pf raifing money upon any occafion, however immediate or ure
out b -of the prlanene. In the mean time, every circumftance
A3 ed ferved: to o indicate an a ing florm.  Paris had, fince the commence-
meit of the . difpu ;:bm,,faﬁu:q with troops; that it rather wore the appearance of a
military camp, under military law, than that of a great and peacuhle capital, under the
| ’W,qagiﬂmy.md its own municipal Jaws, Al the ayenues 1o the
here the different chambers of parliament held their meetings, were occupied
iers ; rdﬁd'tbe nidmben,in their way to and from the places of their refidence,
to “rows of bayonets, Indeed, the Parifians afforded, in fome
r for fure, by the unprecedented and unrefirained licence they al-
infp .-_' g wngug,,and afting, upon public and political affuirs, “So great was
reft {p 1 lHll llgp&malten, fuch was the freedom of their fpeech in
‘ -a firanger, but for the appearance of the troops; might eafily
;.;. in wal of a republic. This licence was carried fo far by the
 popul * .- ‘ﬁ%ﬁ)‘m&};ﬂ @rn,qu nadequate to l.he meétwn of the count
e iy, o - salle R 30 R Gy 43,7 40
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d’ Artois from the mol une jiivozal mﬂu of pu'bhc inliy n\m;:ﬁbm !nln!nm f
ficar (the ku;g‘t iém brother) by purfuinga H&ren: Jmc of conﬂn‘.h vq iaade&;mnh;
'pml'cs ani 2 6 iéti mwhcneverhenppeared ' , 415 i Vi g

B@c fewdayt n&er the parlnumnt had entered the pmte{l-pd. mrﬁm m.d“ §
guards, with aparty of foldiers, went, at break of day, 1o the houfe of each individual: -
mcmber; tofignify to him the king's command, that he fhould ﬂmnm w;;ﬂ.&ig.
carrnage and proceed to Troyes, without writing or {peaking to "’f’mmtﬁmw
houfe before his departure, - Thefe orders being ferved upon nuta the fam.

“carried into immediate expcmon; all diforder was thereby fo e : wth,
the parliament was far advanced on its way to. ehe {cene of banm
fians were apprmd of the mrcum&mcu. |

&} ‘i_,:‘_f‘

But the ftop put to publ:c bufinels, and the Giﬁ:mlaeu omw bp-ﬁ|MWof4
the parliament, were fo fenfibly felt, and the diffatisfaction of the pe miﬂm&-.
was fo great, that the crown' could not long perfevere in maintaining that .
is refentment. The court was alfo in itfelf (o apparendy weak and divi ¥
tinual changes took place in the different, departments of flate, that it endamly unu&
every thing that could-confer dignity on its canduét, or afford ftability u%mm 2

~ Some appearance of vigour was, however, affumed by the publication of an ediét, by
~ which the late refolutions of the parliament were declared to' be illegal and ndlg? it no-
meafures being adopted for givipg offeft to this edi&, nor myw‘m&”%
the taxes, it paffed as nothing: But the turbulence of the Parifians was effe@ually
curbed by a guard of twelve thoufand . men, (tationed in the capital, and befides the cons
tinual patroles by night and day, fubaltern officers, with fmall Wﬂm _
were pofted at the corners of every flreet, - 'ﬂwiqg, in the m?ﬁqw" ployed
in the laudable tafk of «mdung cmmul ntrmhnem '!n 'bia-‘ m:ﬁ‘i 2 "- iea
‘pl!'m y ~ ST A “.t;.‘. ¥ ;, %
< TR A vickadinf (RN GBI 8 4-*“'?“‘**3*: 3?3*

mmmofmmmmmw-m wing likewife protéfte ,
new taxes, nhd‘;a ‘tioned the king to convetie WM_‘&
only means of rcftoring the public confidence’ and cranquillity &Q
parts ofhtmmioﬁm&ciw sage’ of his pr

- into what appeared ledlm '=
of that name or charafler. He began, however, m .
ﬁuﬁoﬂm courts of juftice to demand IGQHWG::W ._*'1 eneral ;: lon
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. ‘nqddmoppq& whatever the wants of the people might require : that he had tranf-™

ig-@hﬁ@xﬁammt from Paris to Troyes, l:cm(q tiar. ad&nb! had excited a ferﬁbﬁt’

among his people, which their prefence would an]y ferve to nqunq: and encreafe : that
he inould j.udge of the time proper for its reftoration : that his principal u"‘je& had ever
een the difcovery of the truth ; that it was his duty to infif onhis full power in hav-
.hﬂﬁgs reg;&ared if there were any mco:wemenfes in thg e;ecuhon oﬁhcm. his
Manm ‘was-wrong in not making him acquainted tqtth,thcrp tl;u he [hould ¢ receive
with -plealure the remarks and Tupplications. of the, two petitioning. courth who mnght ex-
2‘“ every thing from his julkice, and his regard to his people; but they ought to
oouﬁdd the coufnmon of cnrcum{lmcea, and to»obfem, that he was un&cr the npcql‘ﬁ;y
of pﬁmg fuch meafuses as would beft enable him btthfully to fulfil his engage(qentl-

While things were in this fituation, the une:pe&cd arrwal without leave of nc';u::e: ;

of th»ﬁsﬁpmﬁdm of the parliament from Troyes at Verfa:llq. while it exgited gencul
aftonifhment, afforded a gleam of fatisfaftion and hope to.the public,  The praﬁdem.
was &:fptahd by that body to the, king, to reprefent, in firong colours, the ruinons fis
tuation to which: his country would. be inevitably reduced by a perfeverance in thofe.
meafures which he bad been adviled to ?urfue; that all public bufinels was at a {tand ;
and that, »thongh the confequences of fuch a ftate of affairs could not be precilcly afcers
tained, yet! it was evident that diforder, confulion, and. perhaps danger to the.public trans
qm‘lﬁq,, ‘the probable refults, As:the court wifhed for the occafion, a negociation
Jy commenced, and an_accommadation. foon took place. The king agreed ta
gﬁb #ﬁl flamp duty, and the tercitorial impoft, and to give fatisfaétion.to parliament in
| efpells, T'his was an impolitic meafure, as it fanétioned, in a certain degree,
bments of parliament, and might be conflrued inio a tacit acknowledgment
iﬁﬁ ght—a right they had affamed in dire&® violation of e, fuadnmu! princis

pko wﬁud& conftitution—to annul, by withholding their approbation and con-
fent, the d;&l of the crown, A vigorous government would cafily have crufhed their
owoﬁuan.irpmln twa. edifls in queltion had heen enregifiered according, to. the ufual
quﬂ&)ﬂm.mm}y from the undifputed fanétion of ages, conferred on them
' .n,;h;h,nd force of Jaws ; but the enfecbled flate of the court, the want of vigour -
M Mﬂ“‘?u‘““ Mbﬁp&,ud an . /l-timed delive of ac-
 comme ferved altogether o induce the king, o fubmit to this dangerous incoad upon
2 "W*'W i10 mm uhwumumme enabled bisa 10 con-
~ dul the bufinef nt with ruumx and .m. A
T P | 9 ...f-‘_‘. ;:,; LT

b ident ,Qe,pﬁm, in a,,_l'pwch tq M kmg. mteyed tllc moft ample
. vle s from that m‘tufulklfc;of his equity and juftice, and of
~ hisa ving the obnoxious ediéls, accompanied with aft.
',‘ ‘w’ ces. "” mea”'& muuﬂ lgs mjoﬂy’a beneficial views for relicving the
g v l“‘ﬁ'&w 1! 1'-« ML people,
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ceedings. lmong various ?nﬂangen

nohle yaﬂ'cd a detree-agunﬂ ,Lm u

o1 :;n « perfon, uiider any i
their jun lalon-. _g“ni& 'ga
much lu‘.ht!ri‘: q W or
ftrameénts which the law Tepro
ferving bt"hgniuré‘ fince it betrayed
dt’nhnﬁty 'h! au fy ds repugnan
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, ‘ﬂm We‘&:&“ e *'né?‘
ed bnt:lsy‘ efmrﬂ’iuafy ﬁﬁﬂ?&s,
‘H"Phe king, therefore, was rediced to m{
i iate eii’gundﬁs by tie eftabliftment of a iow*
of thi¢ parliament; (on the feventh of November
blood, great officers of flaie, and peers of Fr
mlﬂf%ﬂm WM{ ne fo
of livies, (about eighteen m

thie other for the re-cfla
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u and nécsty of Ma-aﬂ'embhei, and I will not faffer myfelf to be indifercetly im-
“ portuncd for that which ought tohe expeéted from my wifdom, and the love I bearto -
* my people, whofe interelts are mfe,nnblc from my own. Thc ‘a& of adminiftration
44 which I-propofe to myfelf is an cdict, containing a ereation of fucceffive loans for five
- 4 years.. I wifhed fo have no farther recourfe to the aid of loans ; ; but ordernd econo-
“?np muft have time to make them effe@ual.  Limited and well-calculated loans mll
. qntm! the operations of the former, but they will not prevent them. No new. impolfts
1l be eftablifhed, and my engagements will be fulfilled, - I will ever maintain, by
mo& eon&mt and undivided protection, the holy religion in'which I have the hap=
,“ ﬁﬂs to have been borng.and 1 will not permit it to fuffer the fmalleft diminution in
llly*kmg‘dom. But I am of apinion, that this fame religion commands me not to
“deave a part of my fubje@s deprived of their natural rights, and what the flate of foci~
“ ety promifes them. My parliament ought to reckon upon my confidence and affe&ion; -
*thiheymught to merit them, by contining themfelves within the funétions confided
ﬂm&hamomwou by the kings my predecelors ; being carqful not to depart from, nor
“ refufe thtm,m‘ld more particularly never to fail in giving to my fubjeéts an example
# of ﬁdehty*,and[ubnuﬂ'mn. M\y kccper of tha feals will communicaie to you my in~
“mm” £ 4%, 4 ; . SEDR U B '

: ‘rhn fpe&:'h to ﬁy thc l'ca& of lt, was ccrtamly |ll-t|med exertuom of ngour. wuh-
ore wrd to the nnconﬁ:tutton:ll cncro:lchmcq(s of the parli iament, fhould -have been made
aﬂﬂ:ﬁﬂhﬁ“ iud:.:qucmwhmnnu were committed ; the arguments here adduced would
‘then have been well-applied ; but after an accommodation had taken place, all retrofpec-
tive remarks fhould have been avoided, as hoftile to that conciliatory fpirit which it was |
Ih interef Qfall paities to promote.  The cenfurn,caft upon the parhatm:nt. for ;he:r
condudt in '-_-, siting an aflembly of the Notables, - was highly i impropery as in fo doing

hey had flrié y difcharged their duty, and only excttq:l th;t nglu of petitioning, which
ery fub ¢ . 'ﬂnf;hp;dom mdifpntably poﬂ'cﬂ'ed, R i WJ‘ "
ﬂ@cm;; u;: l:ng,had ﬁm[h,d bu l'pcecb, pcm:ﬂian was anaounced for mry mem-
lgt:*n_g the cmw to deliver his fentiments without reftraint ; a licence which - pro-
a5 mig mtﬁnlly be fuppol'cd, a very warm dehate on the fubject of the loan,
»!"gth ‘equal perfeverance by the court- nrm-»wd by that which op-
~, pole *‘ > regil mm had cqq!mlpd till fix o’clock in the evening,
G o ‘41 2 J > ha gt, nine ;:anq woyt ;ﬂnpg ﬂu, refrefbment, being wearied
~with the le atguﬁmty hunger, fuddenly rofe, and commanded
,»dclm . This fummary mode of proceeding:
"k! &hﬂwﬂﬁoﬂﬂﬂb who, confidering it as a direét

. protefied againft the whole proe .
M ﬁm anll

» '
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and yoid, The iuug aftonifhed,
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however repeated | g Bﬁeﬂ tlh‘l ﬂun qﬁtting ﬁ\ﬁﬁly,mﬁ}ovm iﬁth-
outb&iﬁmﬂﬂf}ﬁﬁ ._""tr‘ . ‘ f

,_ xdepmme thb plrhmeut refolved, that as the votes had "mt, ac )
&har flarling orders, been regularly counted, ahd as their deliberations had been inter-
i ?ﬁpted they could not confider themfelves as having any fhare in- buﬁneﬁ u“‘ﬂm

~ itting ; thereby confirming the proteft of the duke of Oﬂeanx,"aﬂ' cring “the pi
" eeedings totally void. On the evening of the fol!omng day, the bator d't‘ﬁrettﬂi?
~ “fénted a letter to the duke of Orleans from the king, in which he was concifely | FfoRc
‘ed, that his majelty had reafon to be diffatisfied with his wﬂu& 2 -ﬁfut“w oﬂl&rei"‘h?d to
retire to Villars-Cotteret (one of his feats, about fificen leagues from Paris) where he
was to receive nocompany except that of his own famly ; that T\cﬂ&ldﬂhpﬁt
diately, and fleep at Reincy, ‘four leagues from Paris, Mrﬁ#n. ﬁﬂbép?&dt I‘nﬁht;
fhould fee none of his family, nor any perfon belonging, to his houfe. - On the fame:
the Abbé Sabaticre, and monfieur Freteau, both mummewf‘ ment, and wh i
both diftinguifhed themfelves in the late debate, ‘were, notwithffanding the free
fpeech which was then pmla'iﬁﬁ *bOth W‘Pmi fent o gu‘dé’a,
thority of Lettres de Cachet, the firlt to the prifon of Mount Saint Michacl—
; ’i\tﬂe and l!moft inacreﬁble nock on thc coaﬁ of N‘mmd;,—-&uil g&' ; 1 :

i “ ﬂ 0 3(‘-
. .. o il 30
et - ) !1

r“- r v

The parlitrnenf did ‘not reft comme& il e aal‘of-dp monow 0
" members, and ‘the crown had now injudldouﬁiﬁmdedrhem “but too ju'l yroti
~ complaint. On the following day thcy “waited on the hq at Verfaiﬂ&s, m '& ﬁ‘ﬁ:
| pnﬁdcm, in a fhort fpeech, declared aﬁomﬂamea anderfts

" ;_-_

a prince of his own ‘royal blood: ‘had ea, and two memb
" foned, for having declared in his prefence ‘what their duty 2
*them in a fitting wherein his majefty himfelf had aq aa’fh#’f’k W m%hh _
fenfe of the aflembly byap!uram of fuffrages : th ”fbdinm;;_ﬁ_'iﬁ" they

At ﬁ:it mcsdenf h plicate ‘MHMJEQ) to H&ow ) pringe d,
-3 ! _. Ne .-‘ ‘ i v y . :
anho’thc t‘? ma*t!lﬁtti. S 7% ?’ *h?i: ?'?“ iy, : ‘*'m"ﬁgg At

o this the Kin iﬁﬁreﬁ’d ﬁkﬂﬁinhephtwwéﬁ b
g ‘blood, his aﬂlaln it ou t ﬁﬁﬁeﬁhd‘ﬁfﬁﬁ‘: vy 1
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uniyerfal confternation and grief :—Could it hwd been . a crime to I'peak the n‘»iu!the .
prefence of his majelty ?—to fpeak it with a refpc&ful franknefs, which might have me-
rited his approbation? His majefty had come among them to demand their free fuffrages:
. to give them on cvery occalion was the right and the duty of parliament, and the intereft
.of the king. He had come to the parliament, that he might fit encircled with the love
~and with the wifdom of his fubjedts, It was true the keeper of his feals had exprefled
to them his majefty’s fentiments ; but if they allowed that circumitance to form amy
diftin&ion, they thould do injuftice to the fimplicity of truth, and the real diGates. of
!ﬁrmdjc&y’t heart. If fach principles weie to be eftablifhed, their counfel would,
indeed, o longer come within the fan&uary of juftice, the afylum of law; but as truth
. mult be heard, it would break forth from the abode of terror and filence. - If the duke of
Orleans was guilty, they were alfo. It was worthy the firft prince of the blood to re-
prefent to his majefty, that he was transforming a meeting of the parliameat intoa bed
JJH&‘@' his declaration mly announced their fentimentsy his feelings had judged of
theirs ; and if, 5)' the effcé of that concord, which nothing could deftroy, between the
w:&n’th& the dht ‘of parlmn t, the duke of Orleans had fhewn a courage worthy
his birth and r.-mk, he had no’hfu manifefted a heart zcalous for his fovercign’s glory.
“ In fad; Sire, firangers cannot coniceive, polttrity will not believe, that we could be
o dpbféd to an’ ihnger in teihng your majefty that trath which you have demanded
“ in perfon. our prefence is always accompanied with favour : muft it henceforth
* produce fear and affliction? A bed of juftice would be lefs terrible than a fitting of
¢ parliament. Qur loyaity to your majc&y could not prevent the fuppreflion of our
- oﬁlhom; jfw confidence, encoungcd by yourfelf were no other than the fignal of
& ' our ﬁlk‘&' mumﬁmment A
" They colours and terin equally firong and pathetic, the cruel and
unw ‘ﬁ‘u‘mmt w%mh the two fuffering magiftrates had reccived oni the occafion
of ;lm,r mpnfonment, from thofe bafeft of mankind, the inftruments of arbitrary
power aml of the police ; as well as the ftate of their confinement in horrid and Joath«
_ M , whete life was a qommuﬂl pumﬂsmmt.—-ﬂ“lf their exile be the recom-
¢ pe tf ‘the fidelity of the pﬂneu of your blood; if outrages and captivity threaten
" tﬁe upﬂghgws of 1 ge firlt magiftrates of the kmgiom. we may alk ourfelves, with
. % tetror and grief, what wmmqf the laws, the public Tiberty, the national ho-
“ nour, and the manners of your majefty’s fubje€is; thofe manners Jo mild, fo ne-
cel to _be p [pmd .fqr the common intereft of the throne, and of the people.
iour heart ; fuch mmple: are not the principles
another fource Your parliament, Sire, moft
eft al,yol value your glory, your high renown, to re-
n’ %M&u&lﬁm only to your own heart ; and then
encouraged by the return of the firft prince of your blood,
X “and
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“ anl bp Lpﬂr two magnftratca, will by‘pq‘ to c&'a;e au,cmplo, w;hieh
““ moul i }b; ;hcan Stion of the laws, the degrad-l;im of dm grﬁ{aq..nmw.

« m . nt,:-md.the triamph of thamctnm to the honour Er;n.;e_ N
pnulm, which returned, on the ;w:nty ﬁw.th of No. vember. reequl fqr an,l'wq

thn; ;hex had already been informed by the keeper of the feal;,'thauhn more ‘oodnp&
his majeffy hewed when he followed the mchnmonaot' his heart, tﬂhel, ﬁrpnel‘i he
difcovered when he thought he perceived any attempts to abufe that k efs. T!Eu

would be a fufficient anfwer to their fupphcat,lom. but he would add, dlgl xf-.hpdad not
* blame the concern they feemed to give themfelyes about the degcutqnd the two ma~
giftrates, he could not but d;fapgron of their cxc;geranon of the clrenmﬂagpea anq oon,-
fequences of that meafure, and of the d:fpoﬁ‘um ghcy bemycd to afcrlho it to. N%
which the freedom of opinion he allowed did not pcrtmt them to fuggeﬁ. Hc owulnp
explanations to any body of the motives of his refoluuom; defired. them to W‘k“‘“ﬂ
no longer to join the particular caufe of thofe whom he hatl pnmﬂlcd. with the mtere(h
of any other fubjeéls, or with that of the laws. All his fulne&s knew that his gondpefu
was continually awake to their lugpmefs, and thcy fe!t its eﬂi:é!n even in the a&s q{
juftice, - Every onc was mtereﬁed in the.prcfernt;qn of puhlu: ordct, and it &anglly
belonged to his authority. 1f thofe who had been charged with the execution -of his or-
ders had behaved in a manner contrary to his intentions, he would punifh :%ﬂ[{ tghc
places where the two magiftrates were detaived was pnpudncul to wwnhqém‘;u
order them to be removed. The fentence of‘the two maguﬁnpu Wi
changed from lmpnl'onmcnt to exile, M. Frcteau h:mg fent to one Qf e‘py“& :
and the abbé Sabatiere to a convent ofBemdu&men but it feenu.t a:tw con i‘ '
was not obtained until a promife, on the part of the. parllamant, had been made lbat tbe

i@ for eftablifhing the loan of four hundred and fifty millions of live |
i oftenfible caufe of this upformnm ﬁm}?ould be rtﬁlgr@‘gm
was immediately fulfilled. - )

Ny pl‘j-o‘l '-, o Ui ‘N ";l"! UI!’ ﬂm’m i)
Stlll. hpw;v:r,.the plﬂiqnm Intrayed a dil'gnﬁqﬂ? tnigﬁ%_ ;m s againd
«p,hnduheyongnpqlly Wu maﬁ'wblz the great chamber of parliamen
attended, as thcy informed the king, by the princes anc .rw hs ey hating taker
bis wajely’s antwer into confderaion, thy. were charged to Jay before hum their e
Tmummthe fabjed..” v | pisogiyi a! Phoiin g uwm H';agw m-«t

o | h;"«hg"
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2 a petiti fiedany atter
M&mw@ litical topics. "The monarch was ope
*,lyﬂwmmmﬁwﬁ._
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which it manifefted ; lbougﬁ they were far from itifibﬂtin them to his perfonal fentia
ments. The pitluamcnt upported and confirmed their fi rcharge, relative to“‘{ﬁo.

indignities offéred totheir two members ; and {aid, that p\ﬁl eeency had received a fe-
vere wound- m the choice of the perfons who exccutcd his orders on that occafion. They
flated, that in devotmg themfelves to the public rerwce in protmﬁng to releafe his ma-
yf om the firlt Jnty which he owed to the nation; namel}, that of juftice ; in bring~
up fhelr dren to be fuhje& to the fame facrifice, tﬁey never could have fuppofed
y were expofi ing ‘themfelves and their children tjﬁlﬁ:rtnnﬂ, and [ill lefs to out-

rfg‘el ‘of I""chous a nature, 3ut we do not come fi ch to claim your compaﬂion.
“ag tﬁ’:‘ ?mtc&:on of the laws, Tt is not R’our hu y alone we addrels ourfelves ;
it1s ot a favour which’ your parliament folicits ; it comes, Sire, to demand juflice—~
« Th”at_]uﬂnce which is {ubje& to rcgu]atnons, independent of the will of man ; even
“ ﬁn'ﬁ themfclves are fublervient to them ; that glorious prlnce, chry the Founh ac-

“ hmm{t heé had two fm?erelgm, God and the laws.

. % One of thefe regulations is to condemn no one without a hearing ; it is a duty in
¢ afl times, and in all places; it is the duty cf all men ;. and your majefty will allow us

_% 't&xfcfetl‘t to you, that it/is as obligatory on you, as on your fubjes.”

»: Thu; obfcrvéﬁ ﬂm the g‘lonoul prmlege of Ihewmg mercy to criminals belonged ro
the é‘r‘own  but the a& of condemning them was not one_of its functions; the laws had

pheed that odious office in other hands ; that painful and dangerous tafk the king could
not exercife. Anil from thefe premuﬂ:s thry had deduced this infcrence, that thofe who
advifed the king to’ pumth of his own accord, to punifh without a trial, to order exiles,
id'ﬂ, and mpnfonmentn, were gullty of wounding eternal juflice, of violating the
' i of tﬁ'e 'ﬁﬁiuﬁ .ua of deﬂmymg the mo& confolntory prerogative which his mljcﬂ"

R o diaileas sy Sl b

ﬂcfcéﬂc!dﬂ‘cd by fn’ing—*‘ Tt is, therefore, in the name of thofe lam which preferve

“'imtﬁ’m ‘in the name of that liberty of which we are the refpectful interpreters and the

- lawful mediators ; in the name of your authority, of which we are the firft and moft
mﬁdﬁnﬂﬂ miniflers, that we dare demand the trial or the liberty of the duke of Or-

.fﬂmww exiled mlgﬂrates, who 1 werc :mpnfnncd by a fudden order, a COn~

- trary to the fentiments as to the*lntcréﬁn of your mljcﬁy O 2
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AL *ws’fmmf of !11: king was equally laconic and rcpuﬂ'ive the fub-

lante of it was, ﬁjcy fliould not'demand lrom lm Jufhcc what folely d:pcndcd
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iament, therefore, perfified in their efforts: having appdnted a timie foﬂ‘ak-

ing tl 'lllhel' into qhnﬁdcrauon, they paffed feveral refolutions, flrongly enforcing and
R A X2 _ enlarging
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enﬁtgm the—phﬂmphs gdvaneal in their former remonitrances, - They:
vnﬂt ‘from the profeffions holden out fin fou uﬁhk' or

fwerss Their reprobation of Lettres deCachet pl'md(hl:nm euﬂtww nqhﬂutm

render them odious or terrible. They tleTcrlhed them as heiogitho common, inftruments.
monccaled views and private revenge; ud tl'n:y. fcrupled not to charge vhqm:h’

with degencrating into actgal defpotifin, thmngh the nefarious Moﬂmm 1g's ali--
thority, by minifters ufing thefe 1ettau,, without any form ofllwqp ur tiee,
for depriving individuals of th:tr liberty, They argued—and no- q;w |
could poffefs greater ftrength: the fame pbwop which. ubiiranly deprived the firft

prince of the blood and the LW 'f‘ﬁq Oﬁﬁlﬁﬂ' liberty, m‘&“ﬂ M&“’t
greater eafe, attack that of all other citizens ; and if the repeal of fuch qﬁ:ury.m

depended only on the goodnefs and pleafure d’ the monarch, it auﬁ: naturally. follow,.
that no Frenchman had any fecurity for his liberty ; that Lettres de Gachet were to have
the effe@ of laws,and Mtabaconﬁdsrdumﬁgaieﬂ'". al g‘o,

vernments

'a .'.“ N

" This principle they totally eondemned, as fubmtm the moﬁ(amd fommo{;]‘
conflitution, They declared, that thcyi therefore, @dd not, and.in&gd,mmw,
not, to recur to the king’s goodnefs, in ocder to obtain the liberty of the duke and of the
two magiftrates: fuch a ftep would. be.no lefs derogatory. from the effential principles: of -
the conflitution, and of public order, than from the generous. mmm
themfelves: thatall his majefty’s fubjeéts were &qually interefted in preventing the fad.ef
felts of fo-dangerous a principle : and that. they neither could themfelves, nor ever-.
would, make any difference between the caufe of the prmand«ﬂn magiftrates, and that -
of any other citizen whatever. They fammed up the whole with repeating their decla-
ration, that parliament, therefore, would never. ﬂw the liberty or.the ims.
peachment of the prince and the magiftrates ; and that, thinking themfelves m
bound to employ the fame zeal and the fame perfeverance for. thmdfua of lﬂath'ei'- :
fellow-citizensythey would not ceafe to entreat his majefly to grant and 1 :
Frenchman that perfonal fecurity, which was (ohﬂny : _* nifed by the 1 ,.

tot hcm by tliapnnc:plesohhmn&mioa,. 2 0035 T m,a,, ,,‘.c:.,»,,.. 3.%» §
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Oa the fovenmﬁ: of J'mury. hwhmmhtﬁuﬂmm
the king’s anfwer to this remonfirance, which aftorded as little fatisfaction to that body.
as any of the preceding. They were informed, that although he had condefcended to.
receive their reprefentations in behalf of the two magiftrates. whom he had punifhed, he
M not think proper to recall them ; that, befides, the manner in.which their reprefentas
tions were exprefled was by no means fuch as to deferve hu indulgence, }mm
ofJ.%mm &MNWMMM‘&: ‘lawful liberty of his fubje
. Mg Lt Mg M *‘WM‘I&&( Popw L i’
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: Wamm but he, at the fame time, declared, ¢hat hewiauld not fuffer:
hvpﬂmwmdmlmm.& of an authority, which the tranquillity of f.mh
fo'much and fo-often required ; which magiltrates themfelves fo frequently folicited n@
implored ;. and of which he had the fatisfaion’to know that he had'made a more mo=
derate ufe: than his predeceffors,  He then informed them, that the expreffions made ufe’
ofin their late refolutions “were as indifereet and mwas{bo& which they had ufed’
.mmch.fmmmf Auguft in the former year s, that he, therefore; fupprefled the
nﬂm of both thofe days, as being contrary to that refpect-and fubmiffion which his
parliament owed, and was bound to fet an example of to all his fubjects. He concluded‘
Hymwma to purfm- fuch a‘conduﬁsvr to form : an 1y fuch rufoluﬂom in futare, |
hm.l -p. /

,SOa-iittla e&‘e& did this prohllﬂtwn ppoduce, thqt' the parli :tnerft on the fuceeeding:
dh'; phﬁ'edancw fet of refolutions, which, befides reiterating the principal arguments.
and zoﬁtxom of the former pieces, | held out fuch new matter, as, if it could not add:
much fo their force, was, however, well' calculated to operate upon the minds of the
peoplc whlch were alrcady cm'cmely mﬂarncd in every part of the kingdom,.

o -} b pRroe -

mmte&m canrmuad, m-thu mymer,fnr.fome time, longer, the apparent firmnefs.
on one Mamg et with an‘equal degree of perfeverance on the other; nor, in the,
miean time, was: it at ‘all clear; whatever conceflhions had: been made,.or even it all the
claias of the ‘parliament had been granted, that the latter had left it in their powerito.
relieve the crown from itsdiftrefles, or corflequently to enable it tocarry on the bufinefs
: o;mw This proceeded:from their unexpected declaration, that it was neither in.
their mct,mt in that of the.crown, nor of both united, to.grant or to raife any. money:
Wmd new taxes upon the people ; ‘a-declaration whicl. was conflitutionally true,,
but to which c,hgqnndn& of thepuliamgm -had formed one continued contradition,
SRRTRABEN (T b 3 080 ¢ i e ANe A '

v i o g;cpﬂw.pnwuhr mim of the pmy by whofo mﬂmncﬁmt body mon
mdueqt, to makes this voluntary farrender of its authority, the new doClrine fpread,
with wonderful rapidity, through the nation. In proportion to the general .odivm in-
maby‘;he taxes, was- the joy at-this emancipation. {rom all alual mhnuisy to raife
mﬁl M l;he pitnotsfm of that body, which had thus teflified its own incompe~
e y to eftablifb the dilqualification of the crown, was, little lefs. than.
m ‘-' : '_ | l it: would:not have been eafy for the parliament, however
' | uww,m to refume a competence which it formally de«

WW nMc could it renew that authonty in the crown, which it

tpml. R TR P | s
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ﬂ Mmm brtllnsmtmﬂry to recover their 1o
popularityy by n of two meafures equally calculated to promote the general

ivil

M ﬂ! eomhmlty The firft was a_general reform in the codes of both ¢
and.
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and criminal Jm a reform long-wifhed, and than Mm.ddh more want~
ed ; but its ‘lhﬂg;ﬂmdn had hitherto deterred any minifter wzcttm‘_
upon fo ,ml.man.un&:uking. M. de Lamoignon, the keeper of the. had oot
only the.courage to encounter thefe difficulties, but the happinels and henour to form—
nndummn;mg influence of his fovmaga—fo excellent a plan for mphm)g
5.5 to leave but little to be done by thefe who were deftined to be his fucceflors
m\qé:u-gmg it into execution. And, for.the relief of thofe perfons, who might be
brought to trial in the interim, before the great work could be perfeéled, hg introduced
feveral moft humane and effential regulations into the immediate proceedings of the cri-
minal courts ; particularly with refpe to evidence, .and the mnode of -obtaining - it, the

fyﬂem of which was vicious in the laft dcgroe and !h_ll more pamcnlul, 4n thofe cales
where the life of the accufed was aﬂ"c&sd.

T‘." - -" -

The fecond was the edi@ in favour of the ‘Prgmﬁantt. which was zntrodpced by thﬂ
king on the memorable nineteenth of Ngvember, and was regiftered by t'b;.\parham;m on
the twenty-ninth of January, 1788. “This edié contained thirty-feven amclcn, the
greater number as well as the moft effential of which were thofe relating to marriages,
births, baptifms, and burials ; fubjects which had frequently been the caufe of great tiou-

ble, difficulty, and grievance to the Protéftants, with refpeét to the legxﬁ%g;&f tbgw
‘he. nd the legal defcent of their mhcmancec.

Whﬂe all France was waiting, with the utmoﬂ attention and fdﬁdtﬂﬂt ﬂu‘ 1&!:6""
' ghe conteft between the king and the parliament of Paris, relative tb“‘lctﬁi\i de C’«M an

incident occurred in Languedoc which threw the whole kingdom into a ferment upon
that fubject. M. de Catalan, the prefident of the parliament of Touloufe, having, in
conjunition with that body, refufed to regifier the late eJiét for levying a tax of two
twentieths on the nation, the king immediately M a Lettre de Cachet to bq iffued
againft the prefident, the execution of which was comm‘tted to the count de Peﬂgqrd,
governor-general of the province. M. de Catalan was, mrdmgly, am:ﬁd. hdfenr.
prifoner to an eld cafllc at the foot of the Pyrencan mountains. W

. "\i 8 3 -

~ “This, and fome other circumftances of a fimilar nature, on an arg i

'm'hwn difeuflion between the parliament of Paris and iﬁe k vich
~ only a more full explanation of the refpe@ive claims of the parties than wnyu

but likewife fome view of their feparate opinions with regard to fundry mMﬂ‘d

- Jaw, upon which the l-‘tm ounihmmn was dther fWﬁhﬁﬂ :::illm .
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«dn ﬁc eleventh of April, the paduament pufemd a remonfirance, in which, repre-
ﬁuuing tbeuinaeenth Nomnlm as the epoch of a direct ¢ to fubver .






