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up. and an unlimitted right of fifhery. on the ball~$ of • e\Yfoundlan~. in the Guleh of 
S ,int Laurence. an I in all other places where both nations had been httbe~to accullonled 

to 6fh. was granted to the Americans. 
\ • 

Fr~nce thus enjoyed the fierile fatisfaElion of derp?iling Great Dritain of thofe colo
nies. on which her enemies vainly imagined her commercial, if not her political impor • • 
tance, efTenti~lIy depended; and of fecuring to herfell, by the ercaion of a new power 
acrors the Atlantic. a grateful and pote!)t ally, l 1hi. pdmary objea wn. therefore, no 
{ooner attained, than the count de Vergonnes quic)(ened the negoeiations of hi. OWII 

court: on the twentietl1 of January, the, preliminny arucles of peace were fign~d at 
Paris; and, on the third of September, tlie definitive treaty was ooncluded, on tbe part 
of their refpe&ive fovereigns, by that minifter ~nd tbe duke of Manchdler. The condi. 
tions of tbis treaty arc comprized in the following aTtlc les : 

J. There fhall be a chrillian, uoiverf.I, and perpetual ~eace, at wen by rea ar by lan<l, 
'and a lincere and conn~nt friendlhip /IIall be re.efiJblilhed, between their Brit.nnick 'and 
Molt Chrillian Majenies, ana between th~ir heirs and fuccefTo,", kingdoms, ddmiaiQos, 
provinces, countie., fubjeeh and varral •• of whatfoever quality or condition they ~, 

• without exception eitber of places or perfons; fo that the h'gh contraaing parties .thaU 
sive the greaten attention to the maintaining' between themfe"- ,and th ir fi id rlomi
nions and fubjea., this reciprocal fcicndlhip and intercourfc, without pc rnitting, on 
either part, any. kind of hoHilities to be committed, either by fea or land, for any 
cauf~, or any pretence wh.troe,,!'r: and Lbey Ih all caref oily avoid, for the {uttlTe, 
every thing which might prejudice the union happily re-ellablifhed , endeavouring, on tbe 
contrary. to procure reciprocally for each other, on every occa!ion, whatever may con
tribute to th'eir mutual glory, ioterefls, aod ad,'antage, without giving anyaffiJhnce or 
proteaion, direaty or indirealy, to Ihofe who would do lolly injury to tbe bigh con
traaing parties. There fhall be a gO/lCTal obli vion and all)nefiy of every thing which 
may Ila"e been done or committed, before or fIDce the commencement of the "It whioh 
• • 
II juft ended. 

• 
~. The trea"el of Weflpl, lia of 16~B; the tre.tie~ of peaee of Nimeguen of 1678.00 

1619; ofRyrwickof 1697; thofe of Ileace and of commerce of Utrecht of 1713; Ihit 
of B den of '7'4; tbat of the triple alliance of the Hague of 17 '7; that of tI'e ~,a
druple alliance of Londo" of 17,8; the. treaty of peace of Vienna of 1738 j the Ai ni
live treaty of Aix.la.Chapelle of 1748; and that of Parie, of 1763, ferve aa a baliund 
foundatioll to ,Ihe peace, and to the pl'efem treaty; and for this purpofe tltey are all re
newed and confirmed in the bell form, as well as all the treaties in general whieh fub
filled betl"een the high contraalng parties before tbe war, as if they were herein infcTled 
word for word; and fo they are to be edaly obferved for lhe futt1re in their full 

&eaCII'. 
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(eo or, a~ n:ligioufly e.xe.euted by bot\l parties, in all the points' whie\! fb~1J 1)0t be deroO. 
g41ed frolll b)' llbc prefeot (",at)' \)f peace. • 

3', All'tbe prif~ners ta~CII on either fide. as well, by Ja"d as by f.ej\> and the bonagos 
earned alV_y or gJV.en d'u""g the w.,r. and to tbi, d~y. 1l,.11 be rellored. wlthou~ unfon" 
in fix week. at f.rtheil. (0 be c.omputed f';QlU Ihe d;t)' .of the "x~h.ngc of the <utilic •• 
twns 0:( tI e prefC)11 ueatY-1 ~.!lh crown refpe iyely difchaJ'gilJg the-advances which {hall 
have he.en made fOI' tbc f.ubfi Ilenee ~Illl main(cn nee of Ib!!;r pri(()ijers. by tltt; fovcrcign of 
the COllotry ",horc they OJall ba~e b ell, delain~d. 'accordin~ til Ihe receipts ~nd aliened 
al:COUIlIS, and 0 hcr-autlientie "ouebecs, ~h;cl. Q' ij . e Tt,trnl(hed 00 each fide: and 
furetics {han be rccipro.eally givcl'l fpf the pa)lll'l<;nt Qf ~he d \$ i~I;~ the prifolle~s may 
II.ve contraEled in lhe coulltri~4 w})~r tbey Illa), Iwve bec!' ,d.ctairl~d. until<lbcir entire 
releafe, And.1t !hip~. as we,.U m~ o' ,,~a~ as merellallt filiP ', which 1~lay have been 
taken lince the 4x;pirati.O.lIlQf t e. t~rfll,\ ag[e~d unon f9r the ~e[J'.tion of Iwllilities 'by 
fea, lhall1ikewife be reflored 'bOlla jidt. with alliheir c ~t;ws:and cargoes. An~ tbe el;Oo 
c~tion of this article {hall be proceeded upon immediately after the exchange of the ratio 
ti..catiolU 0.6 this trcal,}'. 

• . ' +. Hia maje{l,y. the king ()f Gn;at B.r,itai~ is ,lj1ajntained in hi. ight (0 the in~nd of 
NewfPJ,l,Dwd. and to I)) ~ anjaceQ,! in~nd,!, s the whole w~re atJ'ured til him by lhe 
th,irtcenth alli.cle Ofllle t ft y. o( UtreChl; excepting lhe. inand, of Saint Pien'e alld 
Miquelon, which are ceded, in full right, by the prefent treaty, to liis Molt Chri.lian 
majefiy. ' 
, , 

r 

,5' fliunaje(ly, the,IIJoll.Cbrilll;!u kipg.;,in order t,? ,pr~ventlhe quar,re,ls whif,h IJJVC 

bllJ~fto ijrjfen QoJ ..... ~eQ IP'; tWO I)~qlls of Enlll~nd al1(! France, conf~Il" to, rCI)Olln et; lbe 
. I'ig:h\ , of nlhin&,whi;GhJ>,eloog$ to }lim ri.n virtue f the aforef.lo article oi lb .• treaty of 
vtrecill. from Cape Bonavina to Cape Saint oho, {jtll ~ted 00 the call ern coan of Pew. 
found land, in fifty d~grec. north latitude; and hi s majefty the king\ 01 Grcal ~ri lain 
confellls. on his ,Dart, lhat tho filbery, ~!lillqed te;> tJre fubjc£h ot his Mo l\. Chrift ian mao 
jefly, bep.irning at the faill Cape. Saint J , hn'll~mng t,o t~ 1)OJ"lh , and defe('t)diog by lhe 
well rn coall olth, illans] 9f eWfouool"nd. lliall, extenclto I.hc place called Cape R'ye, 
litl~~d i~'.fPrtYr(t!v~ d<;gr s".fifll': ' Illes ) ,a~LUde . ;l he l'r~n e h filhermen thall cn-

I joy tbe .6t1lry. which i aJll!jlJ <\ 10 tq'llIl by Ii)e rrefent aAiele. a~ they ha'd the right to 
c:u;oy lq~t whiet \)las affigned to them by tbe,trealy of Utrecht. 

J I , 

6. With res.,ar~ to tbe IiUJuy in ,l e.glllJp Qf aifl t L aurence. tlle Fr.neb !hall 0,.' -
tiu.j1e .to ell<~lcifF iJ. tlfQlma\lly IQ tlje 1111' rticJ~o I~C tre~Ly ofPJris. 

. + " I ' ~J 
,. The king of Great Brilain rellore. to Fr.lOee tIle iOand or S.ibt ~.ucia i!! Ihe can· 

dition it was in "hen conquered by the Britilh arml: and bis Blil. nnick maJlOy ced,'~ 
La alld 

, 
• 
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and guarant~es to his Moll Ch,i(\ian maj efly the illJnd qf Tobago. The Pmlella,tt in
habitants of the fdid i/l3nd, a. well as tbofe o' the fame. religion, who Iha!1 have feul ed 
at Saint Lucia, wbililthat Wand was occupied by the BritiO" ihall not be molefled i" 
Il,e exercif. 0 their worihip: and tHe 13riti!h inhabitants, or other~ who may bave beeu 
' fu ~eCk to tile king of Great Britain, in the aforcf.id in~nds, Iball rctain their po rTeffiono 
upon the r.me titles and' cond itions by whicb tbey have acquired them ; or elfe they may 
rcti re , in fu ll fceurity and ILberty, wbere they ihall think fit, and !hall have the power of 
fel li ng their ellat es. provided it be to fubjee s of hi Moll Chrifi:ian majeR)', and of re
rr.oving their e!Fetls, ,as well a8 theit perfons, withollt being reOrained in their emigra_ 
tIon, unqer any pretence whatfocver, except on accollnt of debt, or "f criminal profecu
t ions. The term limiued for tbis emigrotion ii fixed 10 the fpace of eighteen mouth., 
10 be comJ'Uted from the day of lhe exchange- of the rat ifications of the prefent treaty. 
And fo r the betl er fecuri ng the porTe mons 01 the inha~ilanls of lhe aforefaid ill nd of T o
bago, the Moll Chrillian king /hall ilfue, lettera-lZ,atent, containing an. abolition of. the ' 
Droit d'Aubaine in the faid iGand. -

8. Th~ M oll Cbrifi:lan liing rellores to .G'reat Britain Ihe inand5 of Grenada and tlte 
,Gr.cnadines, Saint Vincent's, Dominica, Saint Chri Oopher's. Nevis, and Montferrat ; . 
and (he I'ortrelles of thefe inands !hall b'e delivered up in the condition they werp .1 the ' 
time of their red~~lion .. The fame frlpul ations infened in the prcoeding anieles ihlll t.akc 
place in favour of tbe . French fubjeCls, with· refpcCl· t~ tile inands enumeraled in t,\le 
prefimt article. 

. 
90 Thc kin'S of Great Britain cedes, in fulI,right, and guarantees to his moll Chrillian, 

majelly. the river SeJ2egal; and its dependencies, with the fom of Saint Louis, Podor, . 
G aJam, Algum, and Portendic; and hi. Britannic majelly rellores to F.rance the in.nd of 
Goree, which iball be deJivered UP. ill tlie condition . it was i!l when tbe conqucft of it was 
made •. 

10. The Moll Chritlian king, on liis part, guaranlees ~o the !ling of Great Blitain the 
l1ofi"cllion of fort James, and 01 the river Gambia. 

, 
II. For preventing, all difcu!lion in that part or'lhe world, the two higb contnlling 

parties !hall, within three llJo\1tbs after the exchange of tbe ntifications of the prefent 
.treaty, name commirTaries, who £h~1I De charged with the {ettling a-nd fi~ing the boun
claries oC the refpeaive porTeilions. As .to the gum (rade, the EngJiIh !hall have the liberty 
of carq-ing it on, From the mouthof the river Saint John, to Ihe bay and (ort of Portendic 
incJufively; provided, bo,wever, that they ihall not form any pt:rmanent fettlemcnt, of 
what nalure roever, in >the {aid river Saint John, upon the coall, or In tbe bay, of 
i'oltCndic. 

14.4 -
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• 12 As to the refl ot the AfriCJD co~fl, the Englilh .Dd French.fubjech 1h.1I continult , 
to refort thereto', according to the ur~ge which ~~S hi.therto obt.ined. 

J 3. The king of Gre~t &it.in refioTes to his Mon Chrillbn moje/ly ~11 the.feulemenrs 
which belonged to him, at the beginning of the ,profent wor r upon the C01/l of Orixa 
and in Beng~l. with liberty to furround Chandemagor. with a ditch for carrying off the 
waters; .nd his Britannic M.jefiy eng.ges to take fuch me.fures .s /hall he in his power 
for fecoring to the fubjects. of France, In ~hat part of Inelia, .s well as on the coafis of 
Orixa, Coromandel, .nd Malab.r, a fafe, free, .nd independent tr.cle, fuch as III.S carril 
on by the French Eafi-lnuia Company, whether they eurciCe it individually" or a. a 
cOlnj1any. • 

14-. Pondicherry 1l,,11 be, in lilte m.nner, delivered up nnd gu~ranrecd to France, •• ' 
alfo K.ribl: 3nd his B"itannic majefty /h~1I fecure, for .n .dd.tion.1 de~ndency to 
Pondicheny, the two diflriCls ot Vclanour, and Jhhour; and to Karikal, the Cour Ma
gans borde~illg thtreul'0ll. 

• 

15. France /hall re- enter into polreffion of Mohe, .s well a~ of ill faClory at Sum I 
.nd the French (hall carryon thein-rade, in this part of I ndio, conformaoly to the prin" 
(ip1e6 e/hblilhed in the th irteenth article ofthis reaty • 

• . 
16. Orders having been fent to India by the high conlr.Cling parties, in pur/\Ilncc tel 

the fixttenth aPl icle of the prelimina ries, it is futther agr<cd, that if, within the term of 
four montho, the r fpeClive allies of their Brit.nnic and Moll Chrdli.n mnjefiies /halt 
not have acceded to Ihe prelent pJcihCa\ion, or concluded a feparale .ccommodation, their 
f3id m.jellies /hall nOLg ive thefn any nffit1ance, diredly orindin:lll)" agmnll Ihe B,itilh 
or French potreffions, or .gainfl the ancicllt potreJlions of their rtCj,eC}i ve alties, fucb :II 

they wete in- tht year '776~ 
• 

• 
17' The king of Great Britain, being ,Ielirous to give his Moll Chrini.n m.jelly al 

:/locere ~roof of reconriliation and fl iendlhip, and to eontrihule to render folid tbe peace 
re.dlabli/h~d between their f.id m.j.liie., conf.nts to the abrogation and fupprellion of 
.11 the articles rtlntive to Dunkirk, flom tbe treaty of peace cODcluded at Utrecht j", 

L7"13, inc\ufive, to tbis day. \ 

J8. Immediately after tile ellch.nge of rhe ratifications, tHe two high contrall; ng
parties !ball name commitr .. ie3' to tre.t co',ccrning nelV arralll:ements of commerce be
Iween the two ""tionl, on the b.fis of reciproc ~ty and mutu.1 convcnience. which 31-

nngemenll /lull be li!ttled .nd concluded within the fpace of two years, to be computed

tom the firfi of January, in the year 17,84, 

• 
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1:9. A\llhc ~oul)tries and territories which may f,.vc b~eI\. or whi~h Ilia be conql¥'r
ed, in any part of the world wbatfoeveq by t11e arm, of his Bri 3,nnic lO'\ielly, as .weU as, 
by thofe of his Moll Chriftian majerty:which are not included 111 the ptclen t treaty, nei

- ~ller ullder the lie nd ofte,iiiQtlS, 1I0~ under the hood of reft itutiolli. illaJl Ilc rellorcd-w i~bout 
dillicu1ty,. and widlOut re.quiril1g AAY compenfatioll. 

~ al'o As it i,s ncceffillY te> ap,p"iot 11 'certaio lJ<:riod for the refritution. and eva~ultiQns 0 

, be !llad~'Q~ e~s:h of til high c~,\rtaCling puties, it is agr~ed, that tlte ki"S o( Gr.afBri
taio '~all .auf" t~ be. evacuated the iG allds of Saint P~e,tIIO and M iil", •. km. III lee I~ooth 
'.Il £lcrthe ratifici\tio!. 01 Ib'c prefelll'treaty', or [ootler, if it <;.111 4e dOIl,<l, ; SaiOI Lu~ia 

(OliO of ~bc Caribee lilands) 31111 Goree in AfrIca, three months after the ntific.at~o~ 

of the prefe llt treaty, or fooner, ifit can be done. The king of Great Brit»in Illall, 
iu like '\lanAef, at tbe el'ld of three, montbs aftor tue ra.tifiUtation o{ the prefent trea~, 
or fooope, if it call he dIDIO, ~at.r OgDLO into the polfeffio,). of the iflllilds of <;"011.<1 • 
tbJ:. GepiJAdines, 5.a,illt ViAeent'" li),omi.oic:t, Saint Chrillopb r's, Nevis. and ~Oll,t. 
ferrat. Fnnce Illall be put in polfcffioo of the towns and fa6\OJies which . Ilre rdlcr.d 
to her in tbe Eall,Indics, and of the territories wh ich arc procllred for her. a, add,itional _ 
clepen.uencfes to l'ondicbetry. 31td to, r:arikal, Ox 1ll00lhs a ter the rotific-ation of the 
i'refcn~ treaty, or f<loner, if it cau he done. Fcollcc ihal! deliver up. at the end of tbe 
like term of fix mooths, the tow,~s and t ~ l'1'i.t ories wJlich hc"r arolS lIlay l,ave tnkl!lI 
from the Englilh; or their allies, in the Boll Ind ie,. In confequence whereof. lhe 

.gc.t;e\fary ·ol'~ors lba)1 b~ fell.rj l)y" each of rho high cOntrnCling p3rti~s, with, =i ocat 
llaiTPQrti for th~ n\ips w,hieb thall ~~n¥ thel\). imul<diat~ly af~er Ihe rati ficllcl ion 0 lh~ 
prefent tfeat y. ~ 

,,~ . The oeeilio!1 ohhe prize, a.nd feizuro' 1.113de prior to the hol}.ilitics Ih-all J,e refer 
r~dj lo the rc[pee).ive cQum of j;u/l.ice.; /0 th~ the I g;dity of the (aid prjz!S ;jnd feizure 
lh~ll be decided according to the law of nations, and to trea~1cs, in tile COll,lts of jllllic 
of Ihe nalion which nlall have made tbe e.pture or ordered the fcizure • 

• 

, 

2i1., F~r prev<;oti\1!;, the reviv.l of II!e law-fuils whicb have heel) decided ill the ifi.1\1is 
~nque.red hy . 'tJler of th., h.igil contraCting parties, it is .g~ed t!;,u the jUdgments pr -

• '''''0 eel ,in ~~o 1.,1l r~fort, and which u,.ve acquired the (.orce of matlersdetetll)illed, ihal~ 
be confirmed and executed according to their {o. III and tenor., 

'2'~, Their .Britannic and moll Cini(lian Illajellies promife to oQfel've fince,rej v, t'nd 
!.«Iajitk, all the ~t\~les COOu!Qcu.and pfiabljfi,,'d in the prcfellt treaty; a.1)d tbeY"'j'l 
1 o~ juier the faille to b,e illlrillgcd, <IireetJy 01' iud ireClly,by their reipet{lv.o fQbj~I' ao 
tHe.c. id high OOQti~Cli"g parties guaral1Jce to Cllch ot her, genGrally aod ceciprcx:al1,. 
the fripulatiolls o( the prerent Ireury. ' . , 
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24, The folemn ralilication. of the prefent tre.ty, prepared in good .nddue form, lb.ij 

be exchanged in ~hi. city of Verf.1ille., bet weeD the high contraCting partic~, in the fpace 
of a month, or f~oner if poffible, to be computed from tbe day o( the lign.tule o( tbe pre-
fent tre.lIy, , • 

This treaty was follo".d hy. decl:lration. on the part of the king of England, and a 
counter-declaration, on the part of Lew is the SIxteenth. The former fet forth, tbat the 
terms of the defini tive treaty !l.ving I"'ell fin.lly concluded with his Mon Chrilli.n ma
jelly. the king of G reat Briui n would feek every means not only to enfurc the execu
ti~1I thereof, with his 3ccullollled good f.ith and punCtuality, but would helides give, 
on his part, .11 pollihly efficacy to thofe principles which were calcul.ted to provellt eye" 
the fmallett (ound.t ioll of future difputes. 

, 
• 

To that en<l, and in order th.t tho fiO,ermen of the tlVO mtions might not give caufe 
for daily quarrel his Britannic ",.jelly rxprell'ed hi. dete"~il1ation to adopt the moll: po
litive me.fu rcs fcn preventing bi, rUljcas from interrupting,in any manner, by their 
competition, the fi./hcry of the French, during the temporary e~ercife th reof which 
was grail ted to them, UPOIl the coafis of the i~'nd of Newfoundland; and for that pur
poCe, he would cauCc the fixed CrUlemell1S which might oe formed there to be remo~ed. 
His Britonnic majefiy would alCo ,give orders th.t the French 6thermcn thould not be 
illc.ommodcd, in cutting the wood necelr.ry (or the repair of their fi~ges, hun. ~ud filh

Ing villels. • 
The thirtrenth article of the treaty of Utrecht, and-that method of c.rrying on the 

lithery. wh ich h.1<l. at 011 timu, be n .ckno\vledged. was dccbred to be the plan UPO" 
whic.h the fifilery n,oulo \)() carried on in thOle parts-a pl.l n not to be deviated from by 
tither per y; the French fi/hermcn hl1ilding onl)'" tbeir fbges. conlinihg themfdvcs to 
the lep.ir of their Oling v<frels, and lIot willltrnlg there; the fuhjcas of his Brilannic 
'm~j n ,on their part, not molcll:ing. in any manner, the Flcneh Jl fil ermen, during their 
£nling, nor injuring their nages, during their abfencc • 

• 
The king or GI at Briuin obCcrved. that, in ccding tbe inand. of SaiDt Pisrrc and 

Miqucl<>n to France. he regarded them as ceoed for thepurpofe or ferving a. a r.allltelter 
to the French fitherrnen, and in full confidence ihat thefe potrelliol\S would not become 
an objed of jealoufy between the r\\'o nations; and that the IHhcry between the raid 
'Cano. and that of Newfouodland, ihollld be limited to I he lOi~dle of the cbannel. 

With rfgard to Indi., Great Britain hJving granted to Funcc tv~ry thing wI,ich eonld 
.fcertain and confirm the trade which the Ialter defirc:t! to c,rry on there. hi. m:tjdly re
lied with I;On6d;lIcc OD the repeated alfurances o( the cOllrt of. V erf.ilJ~", that lhe pow" 

of 
• 

• 

• 

• 

, 



, 

• REIGN OF (1783. 

of furrounding Chandernagore with a ditch for carryinll off the waters, Ihould not ~e 
exerei Cd in fuch. a manner as to .. ndcr it au obje& of umbragt . 

The ne," fiate in which eommerce might, perhaps. ~e found, il1 all pans of the world. 
would deman,1 revilion, and explanations of the fub fifling treaties; but an cn t lfe abro· 

• 
gation of thofe treaties, at whate ver period it migh t take place, would, it wa, pro-
perly fuggened, tlnow commerce into fuch cOllfution.s mu!\; he infin itel y prejudicial 

• 
to jr. 

In fome of the t~ealies ofthi, defcription th ere were not only article, which relatcd 
merely to commelt:e, but nu"y others which enfured, reciproca lly. to th e rc(pelli ve fub. 
j eers, privilege" faciliti es for conduaing their alfair., perfon , I proteaions, and other ad-

• 
vantages, which were not, and whicb /hould not he of a changtab,le nature ;-fuch OS 

th~ <"ltuhtions relating to the value of gooJs lid mcrchandiu:, valiable (rom cilcl.lm. 
fiances of every leilld. 

It W',l' fuggefled, therefore, th. when the frate of the trade between the t\VO r.ationl 
£hould be tre.ted upon, it was requifite to he untlernood, that the alteration which might ' 

• 
• be lnade ill he {ublifling treaties were to extend only to arrangements merely con)-

mercial; :md that the privileges and adV3l1xages, mutual and particular, /h ould be not 

only prefervcd, el'l each fide, ~ut ev~n augmented, if that could be done.-lri that view 
his Britannic majelly had confented to the appointlDent of commilflries, 00 each fide, 
who were to treat folely UpOD that objea. .' 

\ 

In reply to this decbr tion, Lewis declared, that the principlcs I>y whicJl he had bee'l 
gu id, d, in ihe whole courfe of the . negoti ation whIch preceded the re·eflabliOlment of 
peace, mull have convinced the king of Greut Britai n, that he had had no other defign 
than to render it folit! and dyrable, hy preventing, •• much os pomble, in the four quar. 
ter. of the' world. every' fubjea of dllcullioo, and every ground of difpute, The kin~ 
of Great Britain undoubtedly 1)laced too much confidence in the [cllitude of his ma
j e!\;t 's intentions, not to rely Oil his coo!\;ant attCII tiOll to prevent the JOand. of Saint 
'Pierre and M1.uelon from becoming all oltieCi-ofjealoufy between the two Dalions. 

As to the fi/het'yon the coath of Newfoundland, wh ich had been the objca of the 
new arrangements {ettled by the two fovereigns upon th.t matter. L ewis obferved, it 

• • 
was fJlliclently .fcertained by the fifth article of the definitive treaty. and likewife 
by the fubfcquent dechra,tion of his Briunoie m.jelly; on th.t he~d he declared him
felf to be fully fat isfied. 

He accrpted the regu!Jtions with r~g;rd to the fiOlery between the" in~nd of New. 
foundland ind thtlfe of St. rierre and Miquelon; and wOl.lld give the mon pofttive 

orden, 
I 
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<Qrders,.th;lt ·the French li/hermen Ihould not elCteed the bounds prefcribcd ; bc.ing lirmly 
_perfuarlod that the king of Gre~t Britain would ,iye limil.r orders to tbe Englilb 
dilbcrlllcn. . 11 • 

'The ki~'s deGre to mai ntai n tbe peate, extende~ to Indi. as well at to the otloer parts 
of the world; his Britannic Rlajmly might, therefore, be aIrured, that l,e eulcl never 
permit an object fo inoll'enlive and fo harmle(s, as the <litdl, with which Ch.ndernOlgorc 
was to lle furrounded, to ,ive any umbrage to the CGlurt of London. , 

, " 

In prop()fjng new 'COmmercial arrangemellts, the king h:wJ no other de/i.gn than 10 !'Co 

me~y, lly the rules of reciprocity and mutl\al eonven)ence, w".trver might lle defeClive 
in the treaty of .c:ommcrce,ligncd at Utrecht, in ri '3' The king of Great Dritain might 
j.elge from thence, that his Ill.jelly's intention was oot, in any wife, to ~ancel all 
the Ilipulatioll' in that treaty, he declared, on the contrary, that be was. hencefonh. 

,difpoCed to maiotain "II the privileges, facilities, and advantagcs, expreIred in the faid 
.treaty, as far .s fllOUld he r~ciprocal, or c:ompcnCated by equiValent ~dvantages. It 
'Wos to ~ttaill lhi. en\\, fo deGrable to both parties, that commiIr3tie~_were to be appoint
cd to treat 01\ l he flate of the tracle between the t'vo natiolls, and thlt • cootid uble fpace 
of time w.s to be allowed for the completion of their work. His maj Ily hoped that 

. ,1Iat objell woul~ be purfued with the fa,me good (.itb , all'll the- fame Cpirit of concilia
.tion, ,.hich mat'ked the diCcuffion of all the other points compriCed in the- d"e6nitive 
treaty; 'and he expreIred his 6rm convielion: tllott the refpeCliv. commiJfaries would em
plol tbe utmon diligence ;n the accomplilbment of that important work. 

This open and ~andid el4'lanation ... s .dminbly c.lculated for the l"e,'ention of {u

'turt diCpu!es; and the king enjoyed the Cotisfallion-much greater th ~lIy which 
11 mind lilte h is could poffibly derive frol1l the humiliat ion of • Uv:.l-o( bnvi llg rel'lc",<1 
peace to his fuhjeCls, and tranquillity to Europe. Nor were tbe intcrens of hi. all y, 
the ..king of Spain, negleCted upon this oecolion; that coun rry. which h.d Co long be. 
~ccunomed to witne!. 'the gr.dual r.Strillion of her bound., iel, DOW 1.lled the ! w cIS of 
acquifition. 1'hotl£.h inceIrantly bamed in her attempts t6 reduce the f~trcfs of G ,b
caltar, he, pride was, • " fOl1)e d.egree, footbc<l by the c.llion of the ifiand 01 Minorca" il\ 
the Medilemncao; and to the extenGve poIrefilons which flle al reauy cnjoy«1 in South 
Amenca, w~ ... e now added the fertil e provinocs of ElIn and Wen Florida, 01\ tho ' lonhcrn 
c:ootlnent. The only retribution which lb. lll.'lde. was the rellor.Il ion of the llabam3 

ilImdl to Great B Ii t ain. • 

But Holland baa engaged too Jate in the w~r, alTd had been evidently inOuenced by mo
tives of too fe/fill! a nature. to merit fuch {uppqrt frolll the COUlt of V . .,rfai\le,; th: 
States·genenl were therelore left to combat the difficulties in whioh Ibey had iJlvolved 
the republic; aDa to aiiord an example a. well to individual a$ 10 IQ~rfantile I'owe", 

M tim 
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t lut where fclf-ioterdl)~ad. to a violotioo of ,>Iighted flith, i genera Iy d (ells it$ own 
oojeCt, .a"O meets with the punifh·ment it defer ves. Th~t\ c1of. c nneaior- which had 
once' fuhGfted bm veen the E '\ ~Ii{h 3''') Du tch , w .•• !ltw dilfolve'd ; and' tli e~ latter dir~ 
covered, that they had loll al) \lId ally, withollt acquiring, a ne.w one., 

.Though tranquillity w~s.thus reitored to Europ<l Aftica, and Amdca, AIi~, dilhrit 
from the fcene of negociat ion, continued (lill elepofod 1'0 the ravages of WaT •• Tippoo 
S.ib, w ho, on the de.th of his father, hau I.tely fueceeded to the govemm.nt of h,s ex
t cnfive dominiol1s~ I ad :.Infarly., di(lillgui(bed himfelf by his fuccellive vietories over 
colonel Baillie in the C.tl\atic, and colonel Braith,vaite on the b~nlGs 0= the Coleroon ; . 
and his enemies were fooll convinced th.t his .cc~lIion to roy.lty h,u) not damped his 
military ardour, Gen~r.1 Matthews, a B/itilll officer, had penetrated'Witb a (clc~ de. 
tachment to Bcd"ure, the capiu l of t he wcalthy kingdom of Canore, where his condu~, 
had excited fu ch difgult in the Ininds of his brother o/licen, as to induce many of t hel1~ 
to quit the fervice . But before he had time to, fecure Il imfelf ih his new cOllquel\, he 
was alarmed by the approach of Tippoo Saib, Wll0, with an holt of cayalfy , and the fanall 
corps of ' FreDcll under ~he comlnand '1 monGeur Lally, prelfed forward to -chnflifc hi" 
temerit r. The Englifu comll)ander marched out to meet tbe enemy ; but ndtuer his 
:firengtb nor his lk,iU feemed proporti~ned to his prefull1l'tion; his ronks were ill(lantly ' 
broken by the rapid charge of the French ; with tne lofs. of five hundred men he retire<l 
,v ithin the walls of B ednure, '1n~ foon after figntd a capitulntion, which, on a promife of. 
their li ves:md liberties, delivered bimfelf ."d his t roops into the power of TIPP30 Saib. 
The capitulation, bGwever, was foon violated by the treacherous and unprincipled vic-, 
tor: the garrifon were detained as prifoners ; the general himfdf is reported t,o have 
peri l\lcd by poifon; fever.1 of the pt'incip. 1 officers were barh.roully murdered; and the 
fow that were rele.fed at the conclulioo of the pe.ce, had expericl1c.:d fufFerir{gs that reo. 
dered tbe fate of their n.ughtered cdmp.nions enviable.. ' 

, The boft\1~ fqu.dron. of FI-ance and England had, in oruer to .void the dellru6live 
,fury of the monfoon., reti red to their rerpeetive harbours I but, as foon a~ the feafon , 
:would perm't, monGeur de Suifrein ~\.d pl'oceeded frolll TrincamaJ6· to Cuddalore ; he 
... as there reinforced by twelve hundred European troops, which he difperfed .mong his 
nlips, .nd was lying at nnchor in the road of Poodicherry, when he difcovered the 'ap
proach pf the Englifu fleet un~er .lImita) Hughes. 

The Britiffi. fquadron h.d been joined by five /hips of the linc from Europe, and was 
lIOW fuperior in number ,to the French by two fuips of the line; But, ulldirmayed by , 
this difparity, however, mQllueur de Sulftein rcfolved to encounter his riyal, attd to fup
port the honour of the Frenddlag; tbe .aion beg.n about four in t(lt> afternOOli, &n'd", 
heavy c"nnon~de was continued until feven; III that hour the confl iet ceared, without ony 
decifive cOlyequcnccs; eacb fquadron bad to b~ent the unavailing naughter or a num-

ber 
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ber o f g,lIant men; and, with this fevere tr;,.1 of his O:rength, cOllcluded the n aval w~r_ 
:fare ill ["di~. Admiral Hughes foon M(er retired to Madl'JS, and mon(ieur de SulFrcill, 
'Who, throllghou~ the whole war, had maintained the charaeler of 3 bold :md !kilful com
m.lfller, proceeded to <::udd Jare to return tbe I~n a fortes will. which he had been reill
fo.ced, 'nu to which he added t wo thou rand four hundred men from his oWlllleet~ 

This (uccour, though i}npol'tnnt, w" not more than lIecelfar, to the' immecliate defence 
of the place. Th .. marquis de Bull), who had lately nrrived in Inuia with iii cOllfider
able body of European troops, found his fituation hr from enviable; general Coote. 
whofe /kill, cxperien«; and enterprifing g~nius hall heen .onw'mtd anti tlifpbycc) in the 
cOllrfe pf long crYice, was indoed no more; and by his death the command of th ~ Bri
till f~rces had devolvtd on general Stuart. But . the marqui$ ae Bulfy foon perceived. 
that though he had ioO: one formidable competito.', he had found aoother e,!ually fpirited 
and entcrpriling; and he w.s fcarC'e arri~ed at Cudd.lore before he beheld himfelf illvefl
cd by the llrili/h 1I0ops, conduCl.e,\ by their new general, who had e.gelly I<:'mJ the f. 
"o\!r~ble OPPo,rtllnilY ttiforded him by the motions ot T il'poo s;"ib, by whom the Carnatic 
'bad been evacuated for the recovery of Bednur.. ' 

• 
l'he 'fol'!iliGationl of Cuddalore bad been cpnfidl'rably Ilrengtbened by the /kill and 

",hour of the French; and the roarquis de Bulfy wnsJiill .employed in the cdnll/uCti"" 
()f new o/ks. when his progceCs was interrupted by the 'approach of the Englilh, who 
rapiuly advancculo afr.ult the lines before shey could be completed. The attack and cle. 
fence were hoth maintained wilh a degree 'of rcfolutioll \h.t had feldolll been eq)lalled i 

~ that quarter of tb. globe, anp perhaps nevu exceeded in Europe: the alrailants, th~ugb. 
frequently repulfcd, .s-conlbntly returned tothe chprge; but the French were at l.ngtll 

, overwhelmed by numbers, and, were compellc<l to abandon their out-poll" with the lof:, ' 

in killed and IVouuded, of Ilear fix hundred of their bel! troops. 

The arrival of the Reet, under montieur de Suffrein, and tho reinforcement whi ch he 
l:wded from tbe"ihips, determined the rnarquis de Bulfy \0 I)azard a vigorous (allYl in 
bope. of reeo'/ering the pons that lie had lolt, anel, of m~king fome illll'rellion (\n the 
wOfks of the bcjfieg rs. The conduCt of this enterpri2.e was cnlruned to the c~evaljtt 
de J):un • abight ot Malta" 2nd co}c",.( of the regiment o( .Aq~ita;n<, and tile how 
fixed fen Ihe eucutipn o f it was thrfe o'clock in the mo.ning, But though (ome ad

va\lt.ge,wa$, at /irq, gaine,l. unde,..coye~of .h~ darknefs, the ~n!llilh lV~re foon .I"fmcd; 
.lId OJ <I",y al,ploxhed! lb , light that en.bled them (0 difcovcr (ho numher d their fou, 

f.cilit.rtd the me"ns of repi!lling thell\;. the F.'encl, wer< lJ'u/hed 011 ev ry fttle; .a COIII

plere rout cnfulld. the chevalitr de Damas, wi,h ab.out one hundred and Ii ty foldicrs, ivaI 
talen prifoner; ~I d ncar two hundti'd Cell in tbe eonOia r 

• 
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It was ~t this criticnl jll1lClure th~t the Medea frig~t e mived from 'Mildr~s ~t Cudd~lbre, 

AAd brought infornution of the conC\ufion of peace !>etwe,\n the two natiolls; '" mutual : 
cdr .• tion of hoflititi.! , and exchange of prifoner., immediatel y took pine. ; and th.t tran. 
quitlity which the French .Irea<ly eajoyed in the,other p,atts of tJlc globe WJI now ex .. 
tended to their tottering retilemenu in the E.lt, 

The fucceffes of France during the I.te war h.d been dearly purch.fe by the incon- , 
veni.cneies it h.d produc~d. Th~ relreat of monlieur Neckar from the man.gement of: 
.lhe finances, had, as we before had occaGon to obCerve, dil1linilhed tIre !,ublie confi
dence: three diff'erent perCons who; lince his relignation, had tranficntly occupied Iho ' 
pofl of comptroller-general, encr.aCed .he jealoufi.! of the people; :tnd tbe failure of thO'. 
tcleb~.ted G.ijfo d'Ejc.'mple, com-pIe ted tlfe univerfal coMfterllatioll. 

That b.nk had' been ellablilherl, by' = royal edid-, on the twenty-Cerond of 'S'ptember;, 
'1776. The plan w"s originally formed by a company of private advcnturert, and its ca-
pital was fiJled at fiv~ hundred thouCand 'poun41 {terling. Its profelfed .tdlgn "''3_U ilS , 
title implied-to diCcount bills of exchange, J>IIpble at two or, three mollth~ after aate, 
:It the rate of four per ani. per annum • • But this interell, from which it was necelt,ty to , 
deduct a conliderable expellee and fGme loffes, could neverconllitute an equivalent fa lhe
capital Cunk by the proprietor-s. An ndd;~iollal power waSj therefore, gun ted them, oS 

. ' If\l ing !'otes, to the amount of their capital, which, as tbey' were capaMe; at any time,. 
of being convcried into fpcci . , might be oftCJl voluntarily takel) by their coltomelS frolB 
mere cOll¥cnience. And as the manager, of this collcern chiefly confilled of the meet 
opulent bankers, together with fome receivers-general of the revenues. they were able, 
by a private agreement among thcmCelves, to take there note, in lieu of calli, to give 
t)lem a cerlain degree of cilculalion and currency. By means of the notes thus iIrued; 
their origi nal capitai'was doubled, and the-proprietors wer .. enabled to make an .nnun 
J ividend of fix f er (CIII, 

The excellent oUlline of thi~ fyllem feemed to irrfure its fueeers. TheN: was alway. 
ill the bnnk the fum of· five hundred ulOufnnd pourld •• either in calb, or in bills of a 
jbort dale, equivalent to the notes in circulation. TIlere was bolide this the original 
capitat'advallce(" by the proprietors, and never withdrawJl, and .. part of the dividend was 

- alfo left in the bank for the purpofe of accumnlation. Thefe circumltances had given 
the baok the highelt degree of reputation, and occa/ioned its {tock to fell greally above 
par. .But notwithflanding thefe Sattering appearances, to the a/loninlm.nt of the na
tion, on tbe fccond day of OClober, it fuddenly-flopped payment. The eaure affignecL 
",as an uncommon fcarcily of fpecie; but the public imagined that the failure originated 
in a loan fecrelly made to government; and what confirmed the Cufpicioll war, that 
government, about tile fame tilDe, fioJlPe~ payment of the bills drawn upon them by 
the Americans. 

• J • 
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THe proteCtion Of the king was extended to the falling company, ~nd the publieatiorr 
of four royal edi6h tended to relieve the dinrefs lI!Jtler which it labolued. By the firlt' 
of the!'e ediCh!. d~tedthe twenty·feventh of S.eptcO)b~r. the hank W2S authorized to pay' 
irs notes in bills of exchange, with Ilcneflcial' dirc:~~nt '; the currency of the notes \vas 
llmited to the PariG,rr b,nks; .nd 311 profecu9ol1 wiis forbidden, of the Cailfe d'£f
compte, for payment in fpeeie, arrd of Individuals for debts, the payment of which had 
been tendercd io notes of thar bank: By the fccond-publi(hed three days .rter-the' 
ordinances agaillll: the exportation 'of /j>ecie were renewed; ' the tranfpor! of fpeci c frOID' 
provinc'e to pro~ince wu fubjeCted ~o infpecnoll ' and a fce; the bills with which tho' 
1:iank waf permitted to pa'y its notes >'lere ' fpccilicd to be bills pnynhle in three months I' 
and the !lanlc w." allowed the option oJ p~yi ng ils note! in fpecie. Dy lhe third-ilfue,1 , 
on the fourth of OCl:ooet-:-an cll:imate was declared [0 bave been taken by the kinS" 
C'ommand, which confirmed the declaration of the firll: edia, wilh reg3td 10 the property
oftbe baok: the bank wos bllowed ~II option of difcounting bills as pelore, whenever 
t~ey judged connuiellt'; and,.s a farther encou ragement, a 10ttelY, with a ftoak of one 
million /lerling, redeemable in eight years, being ell:.blilhed, the tic~et$ were made pur 
.. hafea.le in 110tes of the Caine <1' Efeompte. In each of the eelias, much repetition I 
found; , and the fourth contains no original matter" 

• By thefe expedients, aptly timed; and judiciou!ly , adminill:ered, tl le confid~nce which 
the public had formerly repofed in ' the Olur. d'Efeomple was revived; its bufinefs ell
ereafed; and its ll:ock, in a /hart t ime, r,ofe to more than, double the original {ubfcdp.· 
tioll; the bills from America Weire at the fame ~ime put in a traill of pbyment ; and j)ub-
He credit w~s hlppil.\' reftorcu throoghou tile 'k<inlldom, -

, 

A treaty concl uded with the United St3t~s of America ~lforde,d (ome trifling eompen
[.tiO!l (or the expence .. that had bee .. incurred during the late 'war, The Rates engaged 
to reimbul're F allce the rum of'eighteen Illillions o( livre$, which h~d been :ulv .. "r.ed in 
the h;ur of their diltrefs; and Lewis agreed to confult their convenience, by allowing 
the lpae.,.oftwely~ ye~rs fop the paymCllt of Ihe money, whi~h was to be rec<:ired in, 

t",elve equal ullllu.1 inlblments.. 

A. D. 1784,17115-) But tho"gb tranqnillity was rcRor.~, th'c lituation of the 
nQighhouring powers prevented the nation from exonerilting br.rfelf from tbe hoayy bur
dena occafiolled by the extent of her military efial>1ilhment, all deficiencies in which 
were now filled np with ~he utmon diligence and vigour. , While the four great maritime. 
p'owcrs of Europe were exhaufting their fi rengt,h in tbe pror.eution of that war )"hicn 
had occalioned fuch defolation both in the Olel and the New 'World, Jofepb the Second., 
who now occupied the Imperial throne of.Germany, was morc happily employed in culti
Tating tbe am' of peace, in the improvement of hi. cl'.tcnG ve , ~oJlljl\iol\', anjl jn .fiab- ' 

lilhinj; 
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liOlin~. upon fpre and perlllancnt foundations, the l'ov.:cc, and, confequtntly, the ftcurity, 

of hi' e~'J'jr • • 

In the lauda"le purfuit of thefe objccut he was not contented W[tll • A-riCl adh .. renc·e 
\0 the heoten tr~Cl Illarked out by others, nor yet with waitin& the diftant eff'tCl of fl w 
and progrel\\ve fchem s of improvement. His plallS, unmarked ~y tI •• t caution which 
th!; removal of rooted prejudices .Imo'll: invariably .req~jr.', were no foon r conceived 
tha,1 c.,cc~ted ; and, as if he cnvi.~1 pollerity the cxclufive poll,enioll -of iutional .dv.an
!,'gn, ~e re[olved to p~rticipate himfelfin the benefits he intended for hjs COlllltry. Im~ 

prdred with thefe ide.s, he was ineelralltly ocqup\ed in the conceptioil, .dop\ion, exami
llation. or expcution of numberlef. projeas of regulation .nd jmprovrment, of lefs or 
gre.ter iml\Ort~nee, b~t including fome of fuch magnitude, .$ to have (or their Qbjea 
the e[enti.1 r .. fqrm of the !irft depart/JIeJlts of thellate .lId governmellt, wheth r eccle
fiaJli~al. civil, or military . TI i~ talkr in itftlN"ullicienLly "duous. waS rcJ, dereo fiil! 
more difficult ~y the IllItur. of ~i. dominioos. compofed of fep.>r.te kingdoms, ~nJ a 
nU\1\bcr of difiinCl provinces, obuined by dilfer 01 m~ns, .,Id a~ dilfe,cl1( p ri6/h, fub
.i!;Cl tp th irown peculiar forms !If ovemment, ~nd lIill tet.inin/! maoy ofth.,ir 'igin'\ 
rights .nd jnfiitutions. But though much dilf.tisfaClion and £o,);pI3int were "xcit d 

, by thefe fchcmol, which militated with popular opioions and natioo.1 prnai"e" aod te"d. 
_d to th.e. f ubverfion of dbblifhments · r""deTed vener.ble by t hcir antiquity, alld cOOlIi. 
<i_red'$ f.cr d i, t~ejr in/lituti 0, this l,'fince, nc\'crlbel~!s, proceeded to enforce his new 
regulations. with unexampJed f.cility 'InC) fuccefs;" 

• 
Soon .fter his acceBioo to undivided power, by tl,e deat', ofl,is mother, the empref • • 

queen, it bec.ame app.rent, th.t the reduaioll of the exorbitallt power of the clergy 
within bi •. 'own dominions, and their emancipation frool d"pendence on tbe court of 
Rome, with the foppr.Bion of the rel igious order$, and tlu' .ppropriation oftlleor plO' 
pe,ty, w re .. Dong the great and determi.ned objeas of the eUJperor', policy. 

Though m.ny of hi. projeCts were t\Xl h lIily .dopled, without the needhry alten. 
tioll to (onrequellces, reCuhiog from local ci,cu,nfianceo, and the prog,.f. of menul im
pro ment, lhe molt inveterate enemies of Jofeph mult acknowledgt th.t fOllle of his 
plans were wd\ e.lculated 1'0 promote the hQPpinef. of 1)is fuhje~ , al)d (he conftquent 
wo:Jfare of lhe ftate, Hil regulation., wirh regard to rdigio.us toletntion and rht liltera\ 
extenfion of the liberty of the prefs, mull tver command the .pplQufe of an enfightencJ 
{\atdonan •• ",1 extort commendation from 'he ~dvoc.te for rati nal f"(f,Ie"" Hi. fch(mu 
o( afl,hitioo appear in a 11 ry diffeoent light, and will, of coude, cxcil~ v ry dilfbrcnt 

fentiments. 

The rU;lIous .nd "nfortun.te ..,ar, into, hid, the pre"alr"c" of tile f,erch Ind reo 
p.ublic.n {>Clion in HolliInd h;ld precipitated lhat country wit!' iu oW and natur.1 ally, 

£l\gl ~lld , 
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Enl:I'l1ld; ,mong irs orh~r irre auble ill confequenees, w~s the means of expoling the 
lIalcedncf. of the republic, and, to the aftooilhment of all Europe, prefented fuch a 
view of "iforder and imbecility in the government, and of rodical weakner. in the Jbte. 
as had not before \'een (ufpeaed, even by fuch of its neighhours as were ilion celebrated 
for their acute~cfs and penetration. The impreffions made by this difcovery were con
tinually incre,(j"g, as almon every day of the war was marked with fome new circam- · 
Ilance of misfortune or difgrace. While they wero thus exp red to dangu (rolll 'vith
out, the fiate and the public were convulfcd and rent by intenine diffenr.:lIls, the feeds . 
of whicb wcre (0 numerous and fo dceply laid dS fcarcdy 10 admit the hop" of .n em,c-

t t iye remedy. The difFerences. between tho prince St.dtholder and the Slate~ were Inul
tiplying fo fan, ao<l enerea/i ng fo much in degreo and vjrulence"1 to indicate. fpeedy 
and alarming ci'ifis; while tho violence and .nimonty of the French and Orange faai(",s. 
which included, uetween them, the whole body of thc people. and all the departments of 
government, wbether civil or military, by fo or hy land. feemed deflined to fubvert the 
very foundations of the repuhlic. UI)on the whole, it appeared clear to all obfervers, that 
tho reftoration of the repl>blic. in any dogree. to its former power .nd fplendour, was a 
circ~ll1ftance w),ich would not admit of a melt"ent'. fpetulation; . and that fome COQfi. 
derabl. revolution W~i neceJl'ary to l\rcf.rve tho union of irs 1'3rts. • 

• • 
I coul,l not be expeaed, upon any found.tion of politic31 knowledge .nu experienc~. 

thn the unexpeCted d i ~ lofur. of fuch a .fccne. wit!, the magnitude of the objeas which 
it exhihited, ant! the I'rofpeas of auv>nt.ge ,I held out, O,ould not attraCt the vicws, .nd 
excite t hc..mbillon . of. powerful •• aive, 3nd neighbouri"g fovereign, whofe enterl'ri\:' 
Ing d,frofition. though hitherto fubj ea to confider.ble rell"i"r, hold been, In other in
ft,,"ces, rendered fufficiently manif.n. 

The reful11ption of the Dutch Darll'rr was ,,"e of the lirA .dvanuges which Ihe tIT' 

p:ror propo(.u to draw f,om the prcfcnt forl orn n.le of their .£I.i". The principal for
troJl'elof the Aufirian Netherl.nds, including feveral of their mon cOllf,uerable cities, 
hatl, ever lince tl\e con~lulion orthe f~ r ceffion war, hecn <lel,o('te<l in t\IC hall. of the 
Dutch. Tor the mu·u.l1 fcc urity of the court of Vieona and thomfetves; for. at the f,rne 
ti,ne ~hlt they forllled a powerful b.rrier to cover the terri tories of tho 5t.tes, they IVcre 
to be gmifQlled and defended h them; and thus fervcd to obviate the dangers appre
hended by both from the power and amuition of France. 

During the long fuccceding dcpreffioll of the houfe of Aullri., the advanl3gu or thi, 
a.rr.ngelOent were rcpeltedly all4 fully ex~crielleed; .nd occ.fions off. red, w/uen m,rI~ it 
evident, that 1\Othill& lef. could hlve I)r vented the Ncther13nd. from beill!: long Gn'c 
w«fted out of their hanel.. IIut ill tbo xtraordlt\.ry d.grce of power and greatne S to 
"hich that houfe h •• , within the memory of man, rifen, an<\. ill the ufual vic,ffitude 0' 
things, whlt h.d before been underllood and felt al a (ubn.n!i.l bep.At, came at Icngtl, 

to 



• r • • 
• 

• 
96 ' AEIC:; 011 • [118:1. 

I 

-,0 be contldered a. a Iligma and a grievance. The prefellt emj'erGr f~1t his Qwn-PQwer 
<tG be fully cOIDpetent to the prGteCliQn and defence Gf his dominiGns. Vlritll tCe great 
'armies he polrdl'ed; he eQuid not ,conceive that he wanted the cQyer pf forlroC\'.s tG pre
vent the proj;refs Gf all en.my. He .cQnfidercd, that it WaS pcccdingly c~pelllive t.O 

keep theID in r~p'lir; \,hat being, accQrdillgly .• negl~Cled i.l feafons of peace and «cu.·;ty. 
they.gen..rally ' fell, with lilt Ie t~ouble, into the h.nd' of an invader, .1 the cOID'nence
l11el1\ of hoftilities: when, belides tbe lofs of their garrifons, .nd Ihe great prefellt ad

' vantages which they a/forded ro the enelllY, their recoyery was frequentlyatrcnded with 
mOJ:e difficulty th.n any Gther undeltaking Qf the \V~r· 

• 

. lIel ber.de~. thought it derogatQ!')' to his own honour, as well ~s to the dignity anl1 
1.0 PQwer of the e~pir~,'th3t a nUlnber Qf his, principal cities and fortreffes Ihould be garri

fQned, and at hIS own expence lOa, brfore'gners. He conr.dercd It as no lers th.n I1'Y
ing a !hameful and ignomi1lious tribute for proteClion and. defellce; and that it WQuid be. 
in the laft degree, pcrfonany lIumeful and d<:g,',uillg to himfelf, if 1l0W, when the occa· 

. lion fo OI'POI'IUlleiy olFered, he !hould {uffer rueh a Ihnding mQcumellt of p~n weakners, 
dependence. Ot even ob1igation. any JQoget' tQ eGnt;'ulI:. 

I' , 
. " 

Nor were fever.1 fpeciQus arguments wanting, to junify to the Dutch, ana tQ the 
world at Inrge. the inteoded mcnrure ot taking the b"'ricr ' Ilto his own hands, and of 
dif1\l ~ntliog the fo<treffes. It \Va, flated, tltat the revellues drawn f,om thefc citi~s and 
tlte;r dillriCl. wcre mifapplied; that tlTf f onifidtiohs were (ailing to decay, and tlte gar
rifons defeClil'e; and that the Ihameful JIl.nner in which they lVere loft to the Dutch, 
in the wal' qf IJ4J, wo •• fuffieienrevidence of their illcap,citj to 1l'l~il1t .. ilt ~nd defend 
the <bar";er. But lh ,r, .independent of ,II complaints Wilh refpeCl tQ the Jjfchlrge of 

. their trull, rhe circumllanees of things t and the Ibte of afrlirs 011 all fldes, were now (0 

entirely altered, that nope o(,the caufes or motives, which original1 oporated to the cf
t3h1illiment of the bar,iet', were any longer'i'l.exillence. Thllt France, intte,d of being 
the CQmmon enemy .• as then, was now the com-man friend of bOlh partics; thor hcr am
b.itiol1 w~. no longer d.ngerous, and, if it wue, WilS <Iit.Cled to other objtCls; th~t 
the emperor .nJ ,flte were mutually bound, by the fttiClcft tie'S of friendlllip. alliance. a"el 
blQod; and, eyen admitting the poffibility of a change in this fiate of conn Clions, his 
territories would, at .11 times, (orlll.n elfeClual barrier to Holland •• nd would ./foul 
'much greater (e.curity tQ the Dutch 1>1 being in his hanas, than in their OWIl. 

• 
A,guments of great weight. howeyer! we~e adduced on the other fide. The immenfe 

expenee., in b100d and 'in t,reafure, whieh HolI~n~;through • long caurfe of fucccffive wars, 
llad endured. (or the atl~iQment. lhe ellabli(bmenl, antl the prefuvation of this very bar
rier, ,was • matter of gen~ral notoriety. Nor was it tG be forgotten, thl t to the extra
.ordi~ary exertiQn. of Great Britain and HolI~nd was it Qwing that the emperor, at th" 
time. held any territor, or poJre/Iion . w'hatever in the Low Coulltries; Ihat thole powers 

• had 
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'had the principal Il lare in wrelling from the hClIfe of Bourbon th efe pro>.illccs, gumkd, 
,ns they thell ~· ere. by the firongelt fortrelfes in the world, and defendod hy (holi: nume
rous an~ vete,an armies wHich had fo long heen· the terror of Eurn,,"; that a they were ' 
t he gre~l leaders in the war, fo they <;ompcllea France and Spain, hy th !,caee, tt) fubmit 
t o the transfer of t he N tberlands to tlle Gerillan line of the houfe of Au flria , ~nd Idrl 
'fince been the mea ns of fecuring and preferving Ihem to that Hmi ly; th ;lt the fettlemltnt 
ohlle barrier was the only return to Holbnd (or nil thefe fcrvices, ancJ.£ I, the illlmenfe 
expenees Ibe had ("ltained, not only ill that pal'! of the wnr, bue in her anluou! endea-

• vours to pl ace the anceltor of J ofeph upon the throne of SI',li l1. It was fa·ther urged, 
that the pro~of"d meafure, beude. b~ing 3 cliriCl: breach of treat)', ""d violaril)Jl of f~ i r~, 
wou ld he a {lIMleful dcreJiCl:ion of every fenCe ofp,fi rervic~ and obligation; and that the , 
fcafon cheifell fo, its accomplilhlnent, under the Ilrefent emb,n·.lfed and deJlr.m~d fhte of 
the rerublic, would renaler it nill more dirgr.,ceful. · • ( 

. 
,Moch more migllt have been faid: but flrength of argument Can ;"ail but little againit' 

' th e weight 'of power; and experience has, \lnhappily, lhewn that treaties ore eonlidered 
but as weak obligations, when ,interelt or ~on Vfn ie"ce call. for t heir violation. Great 
Britain , the gua rd ia n .ofth. ba~ricr. was now an encmy to Holland. 

, -
A s an opening to this deGgn, the emperor had, it! the beginning of the year 178\, 

-peremptorily demanded from the Stntes-G;meral precife accouots of the revenues whie" 
t bey had drawn fcom the barrier, and of the fums which they had e~peLlded in the repa;r:
-or impro .m~nl Of the fortrell'es. This fudden ond capt ious del11a.nd,. of comrng to 3 

feu I.Ulent 'Ppo"' fueh old, in tricat e, and ·long-neg I.tled .,CCou illS, "nd pl'eferrqd at a I~afon , , 
fo critical nnd pec\I.Jiar, [eomed to betray very different difpolitions [",jill thofc of friend-

I • 

{h ip or good-will to the flatcs; nnd infJlired them with other apprehcnlinn's be/ldts thofe 
wldch related to the b<ITri_r. Cj reu mlbnced, ind('oJ, as Lhey were, it In0Y' well he ::u~ 
,pofed, that this dom.nd contributed not a lit tle to faci lit ate thei r fuhfequont compliance 
with the ceffion of all objeCl:, fo long holden dear by them, and which involved ill It the 
immediate fec~tity of their countr. Be that as it may, Ihe buGners was fOOll decided, , . 
nor coul~ loany oblh\1Clions Ifave be n raifed t? its concluGen, (or the uegoeiation had 
fcarcel , betll heard 0 , whep, towords the clofe of the ye .. , the Dutch g.rrifons and artil
lery Were .hnoft G/cn{ly withdtawn from the b.rricr, and the emperor's order (or dif
mantling lhe forudr •• , and (elling the materials, fcems to have ""en the Jirll publ ic tom
Jllunicotioll of the ~vent. 

, 
:Never was a menCure. of Co much 'imp9rtance, and on which fo much dcpendea, carried 

into effeCl: 1lI0re (moothly ; btlt, notwithil"Jlding this fac ility , it was •• llIy feen, t".tllte 
{btts wele (ullyawore of it s dal)gelous \cl1dcl1cy,4Itbo~gh tloe un(oltUnate fituatio l1 ill 
<which they W"l"e involved compelled them to (u!>", it , without a II I ug!;le, to a power tl ley 
>vere un.ble 10 reJiIt. In faCl:, a gencral alarm w"' fprcad through the Ullited Pro-. 

. N • yin'ct$ ; 

• 

• 
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" Inc' s; .nd th~ gr~at number of hlnds that were dir.ctly employeJ, and the correfpon"
iog meafu rci .dopted, for putting their own foltroffes on the frontier, paniclllarly thofe 

• a]ollg the Schelde, in an immediate fiate "r defence, fufficiently fhewed, that government 
wa. no Icf. all"eaed than the puhlic lipan this occafion. T hus was HolI .od firtpped of 
jts dcarly-purchafed barrier, .nd, by th e re\lolution of p~litics, expofed to the views of '" 
not lers ambitious, :lI1d more dangerous, becaufe a ncarer, Ileighbour thall Fr;tnce. 

But though the court of Verr.~illes had .tacitly . e'luitfced in a daim, which it pro
bably conud"e red al pregnan t with beneficial confequellces to the French, it did not re
g.rd with equal ind ifference pletenfions wbich the emperor, foon after, preferred, to the 
frce lI.vigation of the Schelde, and to certain territori.1 poffellion., on the frontiers o£ 
Holland, which the Dutch had peace.Dly enjoyed for centuries pall. Claims o r tliis nal ure 
could not l'offibly h.ve been made on. Lhe republic at :\ time. when /he was lefs able to. 
refill them ; for the peace had neither refiored vigour nor un animity at home. nor repu
tation orimport>nce abroad . On the contrary. the eiv il diKentions of the DUlch werc 

~ 

/ daily encreafing in m.gnitude and virulence, fo as to fanaion the belief that no rem dr 
could.be adopted, that wou ld not at leall:,.!'rove as dangerous ~s tbe dife,fe. The p otec-

• t ion anll apPQrrnt f~viccs which they had recei ved from France during the war had 
thrown into the hands of th .t power an evident preponderancy in .11 the affain of Ihe 
republic; and that inBllence being u11ce.fingly, though covenly, exerted, in fuppor~ Df 
the old Lovellein, or repl.ll>l iean, f.Clion, of which the French int<tell in HoliJnd, fot" 

• 
the moll P01r t, and at moll times, cOllfJl.ed, and whoCe memhers were the hercditory ene-
mies of th e Stadtholderian fyllem .of government, as well as of the Orangc family, it· 
was now become fo Ilrollg, th at no r ufficient coullterpoifc rem aincd in the fi.te, to refiroill' 
the exeefs and violence inciden t to the predominance of political parties. 

Thus rent by dome flie difTentions, and convulfed in all its members, the circumllancet' 
and condi tion of th e Republic courd fcarcely have failed to attraa the views, .nd excite the 
cnterprize of 1'9\v<Tful and .mbitious neighbours. A dangerous' refuge, however. re
mained. \ 'hieh, in this fituation, Was eage rly grafped"'t. France having, tbrough the 
violence or partie,. and the c"lIifion of j arring views and interefh, aecemp.oied by :\ 
feries of llnexpelled nnd lingular events, but all tendlnlr to th~ fame conclufion, obtain
ed .11 unbounded inBuence in the affilirs of the republ ic, it identified their interells fa 
much, that fh e was hound, by every pritlci ple of policy, to counter.ll the defig"s of 
others, and to alford her prottaion, .t whatever rifque or expence. Thil tended to
gratify the utmoll wifhes of the orificeratical party; finee the Ibte would be protelled 
from danger without, while they wet'e at Jeifure to lIew model the internal govetllmellt~ . ; 

This peculiar Gtuntion of affairs between France and Holland did not feem, in any 
lIegree, to operate upon the cOlldu ct of the e"lperor. who pl.ced a greater dependence , 

upon 
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Qpon the frienJihil' .nd cJoC.nefs of alli~nce between him and Franee, than more expe. 
rienced politicians would have been iuclined fo do upon the faiih of any natlon~1 con. 
IlcClion, whcn that faith was to be pIll to the tc~ by fuperior interells .nd temptat ion. 
That prince repeatedly pr /fed his cl em'ands, in a haughty and imperious tone; alld, Ilot. 
withllanding the conciliatory difpofitiol) evinced by the nates, proceeded to the COl111"if. 
fion of an .Cl of 6pen violence alid hollility. Towards til e latter end of the llIonth of 
April (178+), without previous declaration or notice, a fmall detachment of Aullri~n 
foot, with four field-pieces, en«rcd the territories of t he Repuhlic, and took po{J"dlion of 
the fort of Qld Lillo. Some few days aft.r, when the negociations weie aCtually com· 
meuced, al\d the Dutch milliners appearecl evidently difpofed to give All reafonable fatif. 
fnClion with re(peet to the emperor's claims, a detachment of Aunri.n dragoons ad. 
vaI)eed to Hartog-Eyk , ne; r Heerle, here they demoli/bed the barriers. pulled down 
the Dutch flag from the cuUom,hOllf., and charged the receiver of that dep~rtment, i" 
the name of his lmperial majelly, nol to obey nor execute any ordcrs from the regency 

_of Heerl., who ",el'C his lega l and naturnl m.llers, nor to receive (rom any perfon wh~t· 
ever any money UrOll account or pretence o( toll or duty ; threatening, in cafe of difo • • 
be<lience. to fend him in fetters to lhe next Aullrbn garri(pn • 

• 
• 

Thefe hoftile tranf.Clions oecafioned an univcrfal alorrrr in Holl.nd, where the troop, 
were immediately pu t in mot ion, and ev~ry preparation m,de for repelling fueh 3n UI)' 

prol'oked attack. But even inlhis momen: of danger and difmay. when the public fafetv 
might have depended fa lIlueh upon the c~lerity of movement and promptnefs of c1etign 
and .C\ion. tbe me.fures of defence were o""trutled by the difpures between the SUite, 
and the prince Sladtholder, rel ative to the rights 01 limirs of the execmive power. S" 
• 
deaf and obtufe is the' citi2\en frequently relldered to the moll imminent danger. that 
threaten the jlatt, by the prevalellce of civil difcorcl, and the continuance of inreilino 
commotions! ! 

Lewis the ~"ixteet1th. who W;IS now their only refuge, h.d been previouOy folicited by 
Ihe States, for, his friendly interpolttion with his kinfman, the emperor, tn foll.ning his 
difJlofi tion towards the Republic, and to accept the office of merliator, in finally ~rralT& i llg 

~~J fcul ing the dif" ted limits and (rontic'rs, as well as the other matters of difpute be
tW('en them. He accordingly inilr\J6\ed his amba(fador. the duk.e de Vauguion, to COIl1-
mun icate the plealing inrelligence, tbat he had frankly and read ily accepted the dtlired 
office' of !]\ediation. 

But thitcircumllance did not (lerer' the emperor from preffing, liar even from enereaf. 
iug hIS demand,; in addition 10 his forll1 ~ r claims he now a(felted hi'Jight 10 the abfo
lute and inuep~de'lt fovcreignry of the Schelele fr m Antwerp ro SaBillgclI, and ihtified 
th~t the DI.t<h gllard./bip which had bl"n uiu.lly.llationed atl'"ortL,lIo filould be with. 

- N 2 drawn, 

, 
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.d""'NII, .s he could lIot thin\< of permitting tho excrcife of dny foreign nuthorit), wlllt-
• ever within 3ny p~rt of his fovcre1gnry OIL that rive,. - • 

. . , 
In cQb(cqucnce of , communication made to the , court Of Verf.illes by t!)e State.-. , 

Gelleral of the memor!.,1 whk h tJley bad dr.lIvn, in .nCwer to the claims ~nd dem;tlld" 
made I>y the emperor, and containillg likewiCe a l1umver of counter·cl.lims Cet uj> hy the 
Dutch, the French king took lbnt opportullity, alOIl with m,ny commendations ofthei ,. 
pait .nd prefellt moderation, and t he d~Gre which they had ""nif.fied of preferving tllo " 
pu!,lic t"nquillity, Ihollgly to r~commcna a C,OntinuJlion of the fnlne prudent and cqul
table cond;JCt, particularly; cautioning t!leJl1 to ablbill from. all me.lbres. wliieh might, ill '. 
aoy degree, h. confidered as derogatory to the dignity of the emperor. Ht:, , lik~l'Yife, 
recom'pendcd, that, in order t.o give the great r ellicacy to his o,vn CMcili~tory end"n~. 
, 'oms, and the better to enable hiin to enforce ali tbe means which his conMCt iotlS with 

" , 
that foveroign might admit of, they /hould furilifh .ndJupport him w,ith fueh (peein.:. 
propolitions as they ",ero willillg to make, for laying the foundation of ~n equit:,ble aUlI 
l.1liing accolllmodation. - .., 

~ 

This was accordingly done; but the trme WaS not yet arrived wheo· the iilterpOhtiOIl , 
of France was to produce any fa.ouroble e!faa Oil rt,e conduCt of the e,npercr. Early: 
in the autumn of ~78+ ev.ry thint; Cecmed I"JjlidJy approaching to the mofi deeifive aod 
alarm'ing crifis ~ tliree flew and ,extraordinar¥ denmnds were added to the emperor's fer
mer u/lima[wn. The fjrn w:.s, "The entire 'ancl fre~ n2vign'ion of tIle Scheldc from . : 
.. Antwerp to the fea," which was to be laid down as a !iI,e 'lui non; and lV,as aceo.n-

Panic lVith a ' deelaration ... Tb; t in the i'nterlllediate time, Ulllil matters were final",", 
• , f J 

• ' fcttled, the emperor's ,fubjeds {houJd occ.[.on.lly exercifo their \1l1\1~bted tight o~ 
" navigating that river; and th,t 't..wo (hips were thon il) a6h101 prcp"r~tion for tbe pur
"pofe." This was further enforced by the Imperial miniitor at Btuffels, who declared, 
that the 6r1l /hot fired upon the Schelde would be conlidered by his 'maficr as a declara- . 
tion of war, and reCented accordingl y. 

I • 
• 

The fecond artie e inuned on the demolition of the forts which, had been ereCted by ' 
the Dutch, for the m.lntenance of their mooopol y in the n;\Vigntion of rhe SChelde. ' 

, , 
The third de~nnd was fiill more extraordinary; being no left than a free navigation 

and l:Ininterrupted commerce to ano in both the E.Il anel W en Indies. This was iu. 
" faCt daigling a moiety of all the benefit. which th e Dutch derived from their colonies 
',ill the Ne'w )Norltl, -and their con'luefls ol1d fei'tlements in the Eon; a rcqllifitioo whid). 

tnken ill its full extent, would have reached to their Illollopoly of the Spice Tllands, and 
even to their trade in Japan. if that fierce and haughty people liad pot fendeled aU fpe
cullltion and adventure upon their forbidden coa(ls impraCticable, 

, • The 
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The /bte~ of Hollan, inliOed, th,t fel'crJI of the emperor's deml~ds were ' ih dirta 
contravention " of the molt folenlll treJt ies. 'That by the treoty of MunOer, concluded 
0>1 the I ,irtee nth o( J an uary, in the year ,648', .wilh his predecdror, Ph ilip the Fourth 
of Sp.in, duke f Burgundy and Brab,lllt, .nd Enrl of Flanders, that prince, befldes ac
knowledging, in the fulldl n .. nner, the indep~nrlence ~f the U~t.d States, not only 
oonfirmed to them all Cuch polTdlions as th er. alr.aely held, and fuch barrier towns and 
forts as were then affign .. rl, hu t renounet", for hi",Celf and his fueectrors for evtr, nil ' 
claim and title to any fuch os they might hcre:l{ter, without infradion of th at treaty" 
acquire, by conqudl or otherwife: that by the I~mc treaty, he not only, irrel'ocably con
firmed rhe dInners :111d righ'ts of the Dotch Ean and Well India companies, but ren
dered hi",felf 'and his fucccllors the pcrpetu.' goarantees of thei r commerce in hoth 
parts f Ihe world : that, by the lixth article of the f,me treaty, it wa! farthe r prov ided • 

• 
Ih .t the foid killg's OlVn fubjeCls /llouid be reltridee! to continue their a.rigJtion.jn the ' 
Elli-lndies, in the (.me manner in which they had hitherto •• ercifed it, "~d Olould, 011 
110 account whotever, he permittcU to extend it beyond thofe limits :-that, by the (our
t<cntb article of the raid treat')', it IV.S e,plefsly nipulated, thn the Weftern or Lower 
Scheidt, the can.1 of Sas, the Swill. and other mouths of the fea bordering UpOll them, 

• 
fuould be Arpt elored on the fide belonging to the Sme!. 

They maint.lincd, that 'the trea ty of' Munfierhad been reeogniud and confirmed, and 
the rights of Ihe nus fortifie d and e;)I.r ed, by 3 number of fubfequent tr.eatits. T hat 
by the harrier treaty, concluded in 17 t5, between the ellipero r, the king of Grent Bri 
tain, and the Repu&lic, tfte (ormer ceded cerui!) terr itories therein fpecined to the Jatter. , 
in full and complete fovc>reignty. for the (ccurity and belt-r exereife o( their fov ereignty 

~ and rigl:ts on the Lower Scheidt, and for (acilit,Hiog their communi at ions ,betwe Bra
h\tllt ~nd D ul Ch Flnndei': - That the faio cellion w~s formally re»eated "nd confirmed, 
and a fmall 'alther .!Iditioc of t<rrit~ly ceded. for the fJm eXl'ref. purpof., in the COII 

vention "hieh was concluded betwetll the fame three powers, in t\le yllo1r 17t8. 

'That, with rrfpcCl to their con, mercial r'rghts, the fame el)lperor, Ch~rI~s the Sixth , 
bving. in ,delog.tion of the treaty sf MUnner, auopt d the well-known projed of ef
t .lIlHliing a company to trade Irom onelld to I udia, tbot prince, notlVitllOanding, found 
i't necelr., ry, after it,had been carried 011 for fOlne years, to re linquifll the der.gn, and to 
<lifI'olve the company. FOI , hy the, treaty of Vimna, concluded in 17l', between the 
cmp ror and his Britannic maj~lly , and to which the. St.tet G eneral became parties by 
an act of concurrence, the former was ound to aboliflt the f.lid COntmerce and company 
forever. A nd , with refped to the WcA:-Indic$, theJaid aCt of conchrrcnce l1ate" on the 
part of the Dutch', .. T hat lhey will co"forrn with good faith to the reCul.1tions enab
•• lillied by the' tre~ty of Munller. in every thin, that is therein llipuloted with refped to 
" the cPmmercc ,and navigation of the \Veft Indios." , 

\ lc 
• 

• 
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It \V~s firongty urged, tlut the rights of rhe R publi(, ant11nrticuLrly ~er .xcluro.e 
fovereignty of rhe S ehlr, had been confirmed and gUJronteed to her by ~11 the tre.ties 
... hich fecure the political exitrence of Europe: ,hat it was now n.ar onc hunored .no 
forty years fince t1 e conclufion of the t'reaty of Mllnner, during al\ which long period 
file had bolden uncl~imco and unquefi;oneo. the excluCive navigation of that river: but 
that it was 110 new claim nor novel enleife of fovereignty or right. ""en at t '.l very 
t ime; for that the river h.d been equally rhut up, ev .. Ii"c. Ihe rcdu~ion of Anlwerp, 
by the ul1ke of Panna, in the year 1685: thar, therefore , luppofing Ihe t rtOl y of Mun
fler h.d conr.ined no fpeeiSc article whatever upon that {ubjeCl, yer the very omillion, 
in a Illaller of fuch vaft importance, nnd the acquiefeence in a tne.fure fo long anti fo 
notoriouOy eJbblilhed, mull h ,ve been eOl)lidered hy 011 mankind as a full atknowltdg. 
meor and confirmatiol"\ of the r ight. Nor did th is excluCtve right and bellefrt, already 
"olI'elr~o. and thus lcg,lized ,,,d confirmed, want the IanClion of a fair and, full compen • 
f.tion in its J'urchafe; for it was a part of the pI ice paid hy Spain for the prefervation of 
thofe very Nethetl.nd •• \ hich are now holden by the emperor. th ~ cI .i",s on which 
wo uld never othcrwife have hew te1 inquin"d by the SUtes of Holland; claims, the 
efiablifhment of which t h~y w~re, both then and afr r, fully competent. 

They forther infiffed. th .tlhe bulinefa of rhe ScheIdt IVOI f., from being mertly ~ 
l1l,tter of commerce, .s ir was pretended: the quefiion of opening tbat river was III ch 
more of a politic.llhan of a eOll1mcrcioln.lurc • • Things had undergone fuch changes. 
and the cireumll.nces of commerce were fo to,. 1Iy ollered, that Antwerp was not {lOW 
e'pohle of becoming .n ohjed of jealonfy or rlwr : but the opening of the cheldt 

~ , 
would he openin~ the gates of 0 proad .nd grc~1 rood. into rhe very hea rt of Ih~ir domi. 
ni ons'; it would be laying the inmon recelres, and the vit.l fourees of the fiate. open and ' 
e,!,,,red; .nd would at Once include. nor only the immediate f"curity, but the inde
pendence aod the very exillcnce of the Repu~lic. 

On the other lide, it was anfwered. 01'1 the port of lhe emperor, th.t the Sllt(S had 
hc~n guillY of fo many infroClio ns of the treatr of Munner, in all tb Ie pnrt! of it 
;Which ftcured the rights. or were in .ny degrlc no,;nugeous to the AuQriall N ctherl 
hnds, thaI they h d thereby forfeited ~I\ claim to the performance of thofe 1I1p u\otions 
which wore in tI eir owo favour. That he found hillllelf, therefore, both in ce.roll .nd 
equity, \,crfdlly .hfolvecl from plying any regard '0 thofe plovifions 00 whi b rhey now 
wil1led f9 llluch to infill . Thor they, however, lllained the meaning (as they did in .11 
litnih ,r cafes) 10 their own adv'lIlage, of th at article in the treaty of Munfier whieh 
r eldt d (0 the Scheidt, .no which by ,,0 menns conveyed that fovereignty nnd exciulivc 
right th.t they pt<tended. But if every thing they advanced upon that or any other 
,.lQund 0 1 t realy had ~een e,'en .dmitted, n il! the fll.mdul yoke which. had bee" im-
~ . . 
pored UpOIl tbe Netberland, was too unnatural and too degrading ro be jailing; nor cOllld 

It, 
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it, from thcC. cireumlbaces, be any longer poffibly endured, than while ~bColute necef-
lity, ~ri{j'\g from th. unfortunate fitu:uiol' of public affairs, rendered a Cubmiffion to it 
ioevi!:lhle. 

• 

All Europe w~s much interefled in this (uhjea, and the fentiments an;} opinions ot 
mankind have fddom been fo much divided upon a queflion of a n~ture fo Iiml>le and 
confined os the naYig'tion of a ril'cr. The grounds of argument in fupporl of the em-, 
peror's claim were very fpecious, and cap.ble of being drelfed in fo piaufive ~ guife, ;nef 
01 pllttilfg on .ppearanee9 fn interefli ng .nd eng.gi ng, that tlley wrre admirably calcu
hted for reducing the opinions of th e generality of manliind; who, t.k:ng ollly 0 tran
fient view of the fubjea, were inlluenced more by fcntiment tban by' any at el1tion to' 
'Iu t llions of Ibte or policy in their decilions. 

The I),re relation of tfle aa, that an ancient and rer"taable people, who hnd OOel1' 
long renowned for their indullry, and.celebrated for their fl)irit and commerei.1 enter
prize, . 'ad been reduced to ruin and begga ry, by ·the deprivation of their natural right' to 
the nav igation and benefits of a rivcr which runs through their territories, rcemed at 
once fufficient to decitle the quell ion in the minds of the hearers, and [0 unite them in a 
general reprobation oHo lIagrant,n inju!1:1ce. Upon the fame principle, the deliverance 
of a people from fo cruel a muk of bond'ge, and the reflitution of their ""tural rigtJu 
.od fOrmer happinefs, feemc~ an atchievement fo glorious, as [0 be worthy and ehane_ 
teriftic of a hero. The fOI mer greatneft,' fplendour, and opulence of Antwerp, wore 
artfully d"elt UpOl1 , hy way of appeal to the pallion. ; and, with more elfea than either 
truth or jnniee, its decline w~. attribured enti,..ly to this otlious meafule, to which rhe 
D utch were faid to be prompted by their jealoufy and a.,rite, in order to monopolize all 
commotee, antl that Amfterdam in particular might rife to gleornels upon her ruins. 
W ith an equa l view to rhe pallion., and with /lilllef, truth or fullie. , the Schtldr WJO 

magni6cently repref.ntcel as the findl river in Europe, as jf its beauty could pollibly al
r.a the qudlions of right, or of politicaillecellity. It may e.lily be fuppofcd, that the 
general and ellahldhed charaaer of ,avidity attributed to the Dutch, with the harth, ar
llitr.ry, and monopolizing fpirit which they hod eyer difrl.yed in commerci,1 concern., 
could oot but operate gre.tly to their difadv.ntage upon the opinions and prejudices ot: 

• 
mankind'. 

The States, however, had m,ny (frong lrgument, to urge, lnd many authentje~ted 
faa. to oppofe to "'p{efentations plaufivc and artfuJ, or to opinions r~fulting from preju. 
dice, and hallily adopted . It was faid-and jujUy raid-to be abfurd, in the prelimt fl.te of 
thing. and of the world, to recur to what was called 1/alllra/ righI!, i'n ordtr to over
throw thofe rjX'l:iaJ . compaas between men, ",.1 thofe political cODven tions bctWetD 
&tIes, which form the bali. and conllitute tbe fccurity of all property, whether public or 

pri\'ate. 

• 
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Ilrivate . What 0 pichue .woul.l Europc-exhi bit. if:>l1 irs powers ,",cre now ~bligc~ to 
r~c"r to o"igi n,1 (,rinciplcs, nnd to the laws of nature, and to relinquilh all thoit poGef. 
[,on .. \\'h ich fraud or force, war or trcoli , tlHough the ICI·olution a a long faies of "Z'~~, 
b~d enabled them to "<'1uire I Such n Otea ure would fl' a • total ' l\lH'olution of all tre 
barlds by which manl inc! are ullited ; tbrowing them b.ck ar;ain illto fhte of fuV.1 e 
nal\lr~. and rendering the world a dreae!ul (cen~ of endlef's confufioll-a ·\\'i!d ch:lOs of , 
utlivcrfal diforder ! 

BUI it wos d':niell that Ihe mere palIing of a ~ivcr, il1 its irrl~l1d courfe., t hrQ'tgh forne 
p;irt of a prince's territpry, conftituted' .ny fueh namr.1 igilt. wh." irs 'opeping t·o the 
fea was in pollelIion of another po\\'er. At onc', however, t eontrov c;l't all the p.th • 
l ie declamalion employed upon ,hIS fubjeCt, it was J1r~nuou n y irn,lIed, Ihat the .whole 
courfe' of Ihe two hranch s of the Scheidt. wll ich polfeli within the dominions nf HoI. 
land. wos c9tirdy ,,!1ncial; Ihat it IVas formed by . ana owed its ('xHlencc to. ,he hands •• 
o( Dutchmen; that .its banks wele t!,. produce of ages of uniotermitte\1 !. bOll . ~nd 
that they "'ere lUll rllointaineo by gteat and oonti nn;d labour and ellpenee. Th1t iJ it 
had Jlat been for thofe (tanding mOllume ts of .Dutch enterpri.,., thofe admir.!>lc ,i)'kcs 

• ~,'hich excite ,he aftor,.fhrne~ t ~f mankind. the waters 0)' the Sche idt. flagnating irl 
fu allow lakes a!'ld imrnenfe madlres. had '''evcr rooehed the fea in any di/l in.Ct or IJlb. 
cient porI ion for Ihe purpofes of navigation. Th at the. Lower ScheIdt being rhus cJr i. 

• ginally made and Mil profervecj hy Dutchmen" as they had before created and Ilill pre. 
{ervcd tl ,e t ltO provinces of Holland ano Frie.Jland, fo it w" .. qua~ th~ir own property. 
That 3$ it could no,t evcrt be imag'ned,. Ih"l thefe immc.nfe Inbours were intcrtd()d for the 
1J~ of olh~rs, (0 their benefits, ns well os the /lupendousworks Ihcmfc!"cs. mul( b~ C(lrt. · 
liclt,etl. upon every principle of nat un] right, of law. and of j~fl~e . as H,ci rOIl'.tl exd u. 
jj"e property, independep l of all ~rl:aties· . IVII.tever •• 

In a"fwcr 10 Ihe tr:If;ic;a reprefentAtions, by which llie degradation ."d f"l l of t\nt
werpfram its ,nci nl fplentlour and grc3tnef: wel'e ,fcdbed to the .vorice a.nd tlcfpotifm 
of the D nlch , p>rticularly in tue meafure of /lamin' up the ScheJJI , it " '" obl.rreel, 

-that the depal'ture of foreign COmmercc from Ih.t city h.ul ~rigi n;'t.d in varioul well. 
known c3ufcs, m3n~ of Ibem .nteccdtrH to, and all of th nl dilf.ring widely from the 
only on'e which wns oow nlIigned. Antwerp had experienced" 'apid decline for rnO'e 
than" cent ury before the COmmencement of the trouHes and wars in the Ndherlands. 

ommeree 'had bran.chc~ put into. otber ch~n"~h ; .and ,/'1mflenlarn, though Jon~ h.ror" 
confidcrable, h.d. wrll"n th3t petlod, from rls fuperror odvantJgl:S, anci aUla ~oncllrrillg 
cour, s, rifcn to be the lirft commercial .city ill urope., Antwcr~, however, continued 

· great ~nd opulent. an.~. ,;otwithftandiijg the lolfos it f~flai"e~ hy. its I'lcll'Iol'ahIG flege, 
would ha.e been /l ill con fider~bJ • • ii its ruin h.d not heen e/ftC'\ed by the fame caur.1 
and rueans which lpread defobtioll throughout Brugc~, and othe ... great cit ies or the 
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Netherlands, The mercbant$ and manufatluren were compelled"bY.the dcfpotifm, 'cru_ 
city, and religious porfecution of the Spaniards, to abandon tl,em aU, and to carry their 
tommerce ahd llteir arrs intQ. other. countries, 1t was obfervcd, as a curiOIlS circumllance, 
wit.h re(peB: to this fubjea, that Spain', the fo"e rcign of Antwerp, had been no lea in
terened til"" Holland, in the meafuI'e of !hutting up the So!Ielde; for that, aJ tb cele. 
brated, fiatefman Jobn de Witt fays io his Memoirs, the 'greatnefs and opulence of tbat 
city were inco\Dpatible with the views of Spanilh defpotifm. 

Tbe real caufe, however, of their ,alarlll, ~t tho demand of opening Ibe Scbeide, wat 
fludiouOya)'ld wi [ely 'Concealed by (he Statc,. Tile dilferent bralJ,cf'es of thJlt river in-' 
tor(efud thcil; d'ilinil),iollS in fOdt a mann.or, and e,fiablilhed [ueh an open communiea~ioo 
with their other numerous ' waters, that their harbours, docks, naval ar[enals, many of 
their prin1;ipal cities, and, i,n a great m<!a[urc, the whole jnteriOt of thelt coun try, would 
be open and expo fed to the polf.lfor of the Sehe,lde; fo that thei .. v~ry 'exiltenee ever 
after mull be at Ihe ,merey of fueh ao inmate; ,and they mull fooner 0 .. later expea (0 

f.lI and conllanlly live .utlder tbe dreadful apprebenfaon, a faerili e to ambition, .. eveRg~, . 
or even capnee. 

, , 
Tb~ (en of war or peace, announc~a. by the emperor, without waiting the reful of th.' 

negociations whiph had bl'en opened at Brlllfels, or regarding the mediation of .F.ance. 
wall now to be pltt to the iffue; although tbe fiates, as' a proof of their moderation and 
conciliatory diftJofiti(ln, had ' removed .tbe obno&iou. guardlbip at Lillo, and bad eyen 
rejeClcd the propG[al' of repairillg the ' fo~ti/icalion$ of Maellrieht.-a for(tefs to wltjQI~ 
'the ,emperor,bad preferred a c1airn-lell: its adoption at Iuch a fe.fon Dlould'give umbrage 
to ~hllt prince, The emperor liod, however, pl'eviOllOy oll'ercd to remit Ihe great.; par(, 
-if not the whole, of Iii. oth~r pretenfiODS, upon the cQndiu(jn of ope~ing (he Scheld~ 
in Ithc-malU)er wllich Ix: bad prefcribe<,l, Io as that th.navigauon might LO' entirely' free , 
and unlimited a. in the open Ieas, and no claim:. Rorex.rdf. of {ovcreignty prel~Il!led. 
0 .. tbe otber band, the fia(es relalted (0 far)o tbis matrer, as to offer a limited navigation , 
o"-it, fubje& to ctrl.ain re!lrillion,s,'llDP confined to Iii. TubjeCl. in the Nelbe1'land8 . 

• , 
Alike deaf to.he a~ments and to the propofa1' of the Statts, the emperor dite&ed a 

hri, to proceed dowl! the Schdde trom. Anrwerp 10" the f .. .a, and, at the falne time, con
iirrncd the threat of his miniller, by declaring, that he would, confider the firli infult of
fered to his flag, on (bis occ.uoo, as an aCl of formal lu;>llilily, and a declaration of war, 
OIl Ibp patt of the rcbllblic; tlJe.b, ig was bowe cr JloppC<! by tlle Dutch nllval officer; 
oa tile Auo",ian commander r.efuntitlg hjs ~O\l., fOllle (!iot, tbough without any f.tal 
Cilnfequenee to tbe ctew, compelled him to delill i and he was deliljn~d for fome day. by 
,be Dvtr:h :uimiral at !.he mouth of tbe S~Delde. . • • 

u , 
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Every thing now 'leruled to an immediate Tupture I ':'0 [.nperia) amb.rrador wal "re
cal led from the Hague; the negociuions at BrufTel8 werc broken up'; tne trO"p. in the 
Netherlands werC ordered to be enereafed to [eventy-li" thouf,nd men, and immenr. 
trains of artillery, and all the other apparato's of w..r woro PUt in motion. The repub
lic alarmed at thefe tbreltening appearances, redout,led their {olicitations 10 Ille court of 
Verf.illcs; the duke of- Brunfwick having been difmilfed through die effOrts of tb .. 
fa&io)l honile 10 the lladlholder, the. States .,.,.re reduced to the necemty of applying to 
France for a general, whofe abilities ana experience might enable him to condu& their 
a mS ",ith elTeel. 1t1 , he war they eJt;pe&e ; ' and Lewis deputed to- this {ervRe the count 
de M.iIIebois; an o/Jicer of approved talents, who had {.;ved with ditlinClion in the laic · 
reigo, but whp{e jealoury of inarefchal d'Elrees, in the Ian German war, had hurried him . 
'n(o intrigues, wbicb had drawn upon him ~ fever.e cenfute from tile tribuo.1 of thc-
marefcha)s of.FrMc~ , 

• 

In the mean time, nothing was left untried, either by Ihe Stetes or die court of Ver 
failles, in their endeavours to divert tbe approaching Jlorm. The former renewed their 
pacific propofals; and the latte.r began to ufe the ferious laQguage of exhortation ",itlt 
tbe emperor. It was obferved in a memor(al, pre{ented on this occafion, that tbe 6n
tere friendlhip wmch attached tho king to the emperor, combined with hi. withes fer the 
maintenance of tbe public tranquilil ty, rendered ito. duty in him to come 10 an explana- J 

t>on with refped to the prefent difputet: tbit while, at Ihe -lOlieitation of botb parties, 
he bad employed his good offices lor tbe purport of effe&ing a . reconciliation, he had · 
Qlrefully. abftoined from giving any : opinion on tile found;llion of the emperor's 6rft pre- . 
(cnftom; a filence, tbe oh{ervance of which he llill prcfcrioed to bim{el~; but his con
cpro ~or the glory of tbe· emperQr authorized him to obferve, that his 6ra pretenr",ns, 
apd the d mand for opening the Schelde, could not be confidered unde~ the fame poiDt of 
v~ew :-t\l I tbe Dlllch,jn refuiing a corapli,n •• with tha~demand, only {upported a right. 
which was fecured to them oy folemo treaty, and which .they 100ke4 upon as the baus of 
their pro{~rity, and even exiftenoe. It feemed to be inferred from Ihu reafoning, with_ 

/ out ap aMolute deci(jo)l in t";rml, that the affair of the Schelde by IlD DlHoS wuranlecL 
the breaking off the no;gociations, any more than the fubfequent proceedings l and if 
¢c claim itfelf were not abfolufllly condemned. it wll conlidered as having nothing to do 
with the bulinefl at Brulr.l ; from all which a renewal of. the. Dcgocia1ioQl wu llronaly , 
recommended, anll even PJcffed,. . 

- 'l1le memorial tbea ftated, that by ptUfulog.a1l oppofile condaa, it _ to be appre_ . 
hended that the emperor would e~cile a parral unearmefJ, and Ihat other powers woul,," 
think tbemrelve. obliged to adQpt {ueb precaution" and enforce,fuch"lneafures al circum_. 
~ance. and events migbt require: that the king bimrelf muft, in tbat cafe, be under lbe. 
1\ece!Iity of alfembliD& U(lOp' 011 his frOluicn ; lilat he could not by any m~aol be iodif. 
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fereo! ~~ '01& fate of !h~ United- Provinces, nor fee thelll ~t~~c1c;c4 b)l opel),{WIl!\ in th,!r 
rigbu anli po(feffions' more-~fpeci<\lIy a.t the p,ref~n tim~, when he was on th~ ~ illt of 
;concluding 'an ~lIiance with, tbe republic; the fUI\darnental articte~ of which oad been [c • 
11ed before there <\llferences co~men~ed;~tl;;t if, rrtoved by. cMfic\er<l,tiolj of.(uchgre .. t 
importance, the empernr cbul~ be induced to fu[~end ~II warks of ho~i1i ty, and Jifien to 
tbe voie . molleration-a.nd humanity, lh~ ' ~ing renewed, I '0 lolfe~ of , is I,h~diatiol\ ~o 
procure ~o eCjuitablc and fuilable accOml)l~dalion, whicli ye \yould "he; mO~f ze~ I()lIl1y en
deavour 10 obt~.ill, at 10 fo doing; be' Oaould . obey the diaat~s of his' perfonal fentimellt$ 
with regard to the ~mperQr, aoc\ lvQuIa .thereby have Lbe fatilf'a&iotl ,to 'ooDcur )n eXLin
guilhing, in' its lit(l feeds, ~ 'Va , ~hc eO!l.{e~ueh~e~ <If lYh.i~h Il~ ~ull:ar ' fagacilY CQutf\. 
~alculate., .1 < ", l 

.< 

;But the ~l<;po{hll~tions and ~eIPo"flr~oce~ of Fral\oe were inca~ble of fubdJung the> 
inflexibi1ity of ' the ~nl ceror, O!{ th~ fllbje~ o~ tbe ~chelde. lie exp,.elf~d"indeed, bit 
wiUingoefs ~o 'aecept' ttlc nl~'~iatl n o( \lat',ppwer upon. all otber points of dilference, 
and 'accordinglY' to eorife t to the renew,,\ of 'ihe ;legociations limltted 10 thOCe., objecb, 
.but the free 1I~V'igation of that riv€i he cboGdered as a riglit to !.peo ' trdt ertibl~, that it 
was 110~ eve'n ' W b'ecomb the fubjeCl:1of difcullioo. ' IJ wls; 'tnerefore, w'as ~omJlell~d to . 
.have vecourfe to otner lI\e~ns 19r, ext'ric~ting ,his' 'lly rh'>Jn 'tbe' difficul ir i\l. which the ' 
'~at inv.Qlved.~ ~ al' .' • '\ >. ' , 
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France, indepe~dent of her ne,,; r CbnJl~a;On \\Iilh H'onand/ cou'ld not, without vio.
Jating thofe ;pdll.cipl""of 'Policy ' of''Whicb i.teren 'dlHa ed Ite firttl elt ob rervan~e, b~
llold, the 'ru.in of one \lleighbour, not fuflieieoUy powerful t9 u~lt'i b~r apprehellfions, 
.and the , (l~fe4llent aggrandizement' of another, already 100 {nrmidublc. Thcre cqnfidq
rations feem' to have weighed with tile c9"rt as well as witb tbe nntion; althougb tbe 
ties of allinity helw~en Ihe two mon'arcJjs induced tile formir 10 ufe the mOjf ~o"c;liator" 
lDea{QreSran~ to endea.vour • .a. if.lt as itlCoUld lie" dIlne eoniHh!ntly withTea{on an<\ poli~y. 
til avoid .proceeqing to ex.tref\1jtiea; but /bewing a full' 'deterrnlr'tation as' to tile part 
JWliich they o\lld like. V' the eIPperor', obfriri cy /bould render1h~l~ rrU\: upavo;dable, 
The me.(ures purfued ~ere acc..rdiogly In exi cOllformi to' this -mode ,of thiokin" 
and intention of .aing. More than halE the {landing fQrces of France had bfcn early 
JlU ir;r.to quarter; u,Poo'\he bOrder~ -of Alface. 'Ulrraine, ana the Nettlerr.t'nds; and as 
things fcell'e to riRen fO an i!fue"and appearances b-eca\DO< mote au/liie on the other 
flde, prslcn ",~rt givejl. :m4 melu'ures raken, tp'Preput' for forming,;n t~e oofuing fUfD
met, ,two camls ~n, Flanders; CIne of Iherp of eight thoufarld lOeb, in t~e 'celebrated 
plain. o( Lens, Vi hiclllta~ ~~ n rendp!:cq mClIlorahle 4y one' of the fplclldld vi6toties pI the, 
,G~ COJIdl!. ,'" ,. 1 • I 

• 
ne natiorr, in general, evincea an earnefl: 'd~1ire to engage in a ,)<,ar, not (0, ~u~b 

110m dicir .r:~ra temp~r or .. i1i~~rl difpolitloo, a. ftom \bc $!!Cae .,arrd,urD'pting natiollal 
, I • Q ~ , • /I ,I' [", f, /Ii J'J o~j"Q 

. , 
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objea of ~nncxing the Auflrbn Low Countries to the monarchy; an acq\l\/ition which, 
in the evellt of hollilitles, Ihey confider.d as certain, France had already fuch ~ I' 'c
tafle of the fwects which wcre to be deri\·qd from thofe rich and fertile provinces. as wa, 
f\lllicient nbt ol1ly to provoke her appetite. but to excite a conllant defire for their per .. 
manent polJ'tRion. During the time that the had holden \he N~therlands, i e war of' 
1744' Ibe hac! drawn, hy taxe~ and contributiolls, from tbelC provinces, a ove two mil
lion3 flerling a year. It cannot, theil, excitc wO'1cler. that Ibe Ihould cal! a WiOlful eye ' 
at fo fair and tempting :In ol~cCl, which was juJ! lvithin. her grafp; and which nat~re, 
iituation, .nd, ntllhi~ particular time, a train of concurrent circumltances as eXlrlordi
Jl~ry a. they wer,~ utiexpeaed, fecmed to deltine to her P?£rcllion •. 

I 

It is lingular that while the emperor was engaged in a fche!1le of, fuch iroportance 
as to fanCt ion the fuppolition that it mult oeceffarily, engrofs thc whole of his attcntioo, 
his mind /llould have bee I] lient, at the fame t ime, on the acco()lp'lillunerit of otl.er ob· 
joel, of almbll: equal magnitude; nor is jt lets /iflgul~r that, at jlCriod wben it, waf of 
the utmllfi confequence te: I,is view$"to conciliate tbe deClions of his fubje8s,> and to 

court the frienalhip of the neighbouring p?wer., he {bould embark in proied' calculated 
_ to alien.te the .lteem of the one, .nd to provoke the r.fonttllent of the olher. Wi:h a 

' degree of levity that materially lIfFeCted his reputation as a politician, he opened., Dew 

'fourceofjealoufy and difcord in Germany, by medit.ting to exchange for the duchy ot 
Bavaria the A uRrian Netherl nd ; thofe vcry Nct~rlaods, upon ",bbfe account he {c.m-

, I • 

cd on the point of,encouillering ~U the ll.zards 'of 11 war, the cotlkqucnces of which, .. 
. bad been 1\ron&ly IIrged by the court of Verrailles, could noa eveo be calculated. By. 
I a fyflcm of concluCl equally impolitic, .nd Itill more unjull:; by continual innovations 

in all the eJlablilhed forms of internal !jOvernment; by injudicioUJ and arbirnry in-
1ringcmenrs on the C;iyil and religioul inilituliolll of Hungory, he excited the dlfcontcnt 
of the fierce, but loyal, inhabitants of thlt v.luable part of his dominions; and forced 
into .Ctual rebellion tbofe br.ve Hungarl.n5 who had lign~liaed th~ir zeal, their patrio-
ifm,aod th irloy.lty, by llanding forth, in he hoor of peril, as"the prote nof hia ino 

fancy, u"d. the guardilyll of hillllOth r'i rights. • ' 

WI)ile th4!torm of war was tbu.llftexpcClec!ly turned from the Schelde; the republic 
of H lland had leifur. 10 rej;Over fl'Q/l\ itstirlt furptize-, and fedulouay feiud the un-· 
/loped for opportunity of proyidi.geii:CtuaUy ~t home for the worn that might happen, 
and of e"deavouriRg, at the fame uee, to ward o/f the ... nand d~nJlef by :til accom_ 
modation. France wa" however,. her /hield of defence; ~nd, through tile ability and 
urn'mcf, of thc count dc Vergel\llC$, tbe republic could not have had a IDOre eteau.l 

~rity. r • 

• 

, It ",as impolIiblo that the C)ooun ' of F~ lhouJd not be deeplr alfeCted by II conteh, 
which fo clordy involved hernearefi:md deareft conneCtions, and threatened fo immediate 

aoc1 • 

• • • 
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3nd pcrh"p~ irreparable. bre~ch' of the harmonr ~nu friendlhip .{ ubJilli.ng between them. 
It was lAid, that on the morning ~f a day upon, which a grund council was to be holdel1. 
lhe refult of hichj it was fuppofed( would be conducive, wit!. r~fpeC\ to the part tllac 
France /hould t3ke, 'if the emperor perfcvere<l ii\ puilling his de!ign£ againft Holland t 
the Ian extremity. that pOllcefs took Jln opportunity ' of meeting M. de Vergenn« 
011 his way to. the council, .nd, with. countenance deeply expreffive of her ., xiety and 
difm.y, faid, /he boped he would n'Qt Oil that day torget !llat the emperor was her ,bro. 
tt.el' I to which the min iller replied, th.t he certainly /hould not; but that he wa; bound1 
Ukewife to rcmember, that the kihg of Francd was her huib.nrl, .nd Lbe I~uphill hOll 
(on. 

• • 
The interp19fitioll and medlatioll.of France w.s ~ndoubtedly nucb f.cilitated in its 

c1feC\, by the /lat~ of a!fairs in Gertnaby, and by the refolure condoC\: of rho ' Pramoll 
monarch, . who llrenuoufiy co.operated with the count. of V.uf~iJJes ;0 ' refllli'og tbe 
pretenfions of the emperor. The inflexibility of JoCeph, b'owever, WlIS out cnlily t .. h. 
dued i and Co many difficulties were thrown in the w~y of an .ccommodation. d,al, 
through a great part Qf tbe ycar 17SS, it yel/eemed very. doubtful w~at turn alfairs 
might finally tak.e. But, at lengrh, he ./f'Umeoi the language of moderati~Il, and, hav-

• ing granted.n audience to the Durch deputies, told tbem"he Ihould order his ambalfador 
at PMi. 10 reJume the negoti.tions, u'1der the mediation ofbi. brother, the king of 

" . 
France i and he did !lot doubt but a fpeed)' conclufion would prevent the unluppy <Xl-

currCI)CCS which mull be the unavo;,bble oonfequence oh farther delAy. , 
The .ddrcfs .nd abilities of the count de \lergeNnes contributed to nunoye eve'rob

firucHon, and" uflllcr his .ufpices, the preliminary articles ,,f pe~ct were iigned at 'Paris, 
' on the twentieth of-8epternber. In leC. than t .. o months ~f[er,. tbe <lefinitive treaty I/V~SI 
finally c""eluded, and IigneZl .t Fontainebl~~;j by all the parties, under Ih~ gu~rQntee, as 
wtll as modi_"!', of his Moll Chrilli:tn lll;\jelly • 

• 
The treaty of Munlttr w.s lail] down as the balls of the -prefent', ~nd ill /tipol'tion, 

were to!>e in all c~(es binding~ ~here they were not exprefsly c~cepted by the new 
cI.I!~" The pril1<ipal artkles were-That the ./Intel acknow Jedged rhe emperor's .b. 
{"lute and \ndepel)d~n't f<Jvereignty (lver ~ery ~art of the chelde, fforn Antwerp to the 
limiu of the county of SOlllingen, conformably to ~ line dr.wII In t664; they, of 
coutfo, renouncing tbe right of levy.ing any taJ( at impoll on that part of the river. and 
Ioin.'in, th.mfelve. not to interrupt, in :my manner) the comml>rcb or nav; dtion of hi. 
fubjech tlloreon : th.t the ren of the river, beyood thofe limit. to 11te fea, to~ether with 
~ c:aollb of the Sas, thc Swin, aod the other 'teighbouring mood,s of the rea. were to 
continue und.r the fovereignty of the States.Gene,'nl, -conformably 10 the ,rea,y of 
Mllnftcr. That tbe Statu iliould eVacuate. and.4cmoli/h the foru of Kiuifchans ~nd 

1!rederj~ 
j 

• 
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Frederic Henry, .nd -cede the territories to h;' Imperial Inajefly. 'fhat, to give • new 
proof to the:e\1l,peror of their delire to ellablifillbe moll perf~c\ ,illt,elligcllc . between rhe 
two countries, me States ~onfcntcd to e~acunte, an,d <10 fuhmrt to hrs difcretlOn, ~be fon· 

• ;of Lillo and:.of. Liefkcn/hock, with ' (bit fortifications, in their pr~fcnl cQnditioll; only 
.rcfarving to tllemfe)ves tbe right of withctr'aw;ng the artillery alld 3IUtuunitiouJ .' 

.. . 
The States alfo Ilipulated to ' pay his Imperia],majelly the Cqm cif nhe milliOl1« and a . 

, half of Rorins, in the current money of Holland, in lieu of all his righ,. .Iid pJetenlions 
tlll Maefrricht . 'nd its adjacent lerrill)!ies; anti half a miUion ~n9re as .an indeIDIli6catioll 

• to Ibi~ fubjeCls f1'r th~ <lanUges thU hac! fu!hined from thG inundations when the dyk.oc 
Ilear :Lillo ,bod been lb~()ken down by tJle~Dutch. The otber article. went to feveral reo 
'I~unciations o£.claims or rights 011 l>ot~ fides;. !" mutual ceffions of villages ordiHriCts; 
to he adjufhnellt of limits; and to variojll local or ' internaLregul~tioDs. It was f.tlled.' 
that no forts nor hatteries fi,ould in funlte be f.aiCed within ,annon-Ibo! of tile· limits on 
either fiJe,; and that tbofe already coo(lru6\ed Ibould be demolilhed. All pecuniny 
elI.imp ·br <lebts benv,e.en the r.cfpeClive fiates were .anuLleu; and the cont~a61: : ng ;partios 
!We~e bound to rello,:lOcO, w:itbout .~~ rerervation •. all raTth~r · pretellf,o.ns that eithor 
.might have againJl: the D.th.er~ . • 

, 
White the count de 'Vergenne. 30qui.rcd ·the glory 'of having brollght this de~ic.te anil 

import.'nt a.!fair to a fuccefsful termination, he ·was ~quall y' atte~~ive to tho. more imme- ' 
dlate interelts of pis own court, Two days arl.r thc! ,treat¥ of peace between the emperor 
arid Holland h.<I becn iigned, a neyv treaty of alliance between Fr3i,ce .nd that R epublic 

,was likewife concluded, and, on Cl)rifhnas,day (~7BS) . was finally !atilied; the Ilipu. 
lation, I\\e~e 'u.cb as might be e'WeCl~d , frOID the gratitude of the States, and the atldrefs , . 
. of til) court of Verfailles. It included ali'the principles which can ferve to bind an! 
cement, ill the~19Cea ,nd mofr. indiEo'luble union of which they are cap.ble, dilllnCl Dlr. 
ti'!ns under dinin&: governments; whereby they might mutually participlle, in .peace er 
in Will', of good or Qf evil; and inAI cafe, adluinifier the moft~erfeCl: aid, .('ollnfe!, mil 
fuecopr to each other" 

• ~ 
• 

Befid~s the general ftipulati-on •• t113t tbe 'parties 1hou'ld contribute,every thing.'in 1heir 
_ power for Ulutual ((curity, and for their refpe~ive prefervatioR in tranquillity, peace,and 

nelltrality, they guaranteed.each t<-tberin the aClual pofi'effion,ohll their eftates, dOlnainc. 
iranchife., lind libeni~.; and mutuallybo.und lhemfclve. t0i'lIOtcCl each other ffom all hollite 
attacks in every part of th.e world. 'I~lheir.unit.d good offices and exertioil'S for tl)e preferV&
tion of peace,with .reCpe& ~oiCithe[, Ihould proveinefi'e6lual, they were to offill; 'each other. 
h{ fCjl and land, in tbe following proP9rtions; viz.':"'Franee agreed to furnifhHolland'wit/l 
len thouf."d elF~ive in(antrY.and 1100 thoufand cavalry.with twelve &;")1 of the IIne.,"d 
.fix frigale.; and their Higb' Mi~htindl'e~ jn..cafc of a lDarine war, or tbat ,fuoc:e ~cl 

110 , .. , 
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tie attacked' by /'e~, confcnted to {urnilh In /hips of"the line and three frigatesl and. In 
the event of .n in va!ion of the Frencb territory, the tatu·Genenl were allowed the 

,option o( furnilhlng their land contiogent ~ either in money or troops, at the efiimate of 
fin thoufand in lOrry> anti ooe thouIand ca.alry. "The power wpich furnilhed Ihe fue
cours, whether in Ihips or men, ' was to pay and f.llpport Ihem, ~herever they might be 
employed, or fDr wh.lever lime, by..lhe .11 ; and they wel'e to be entirely at the difpo. 
f~Lof the I.tter, being immedialely fubjca to ~heir own chiel, but in all operations un
der .the COIllOlbnder of the requiring party, and wnile' the auxiliaries remained in tbe potts 
or country of lile requiring p.rty; they were toile fupptied witb provjuons-and "ecFffi\rie9 I 
UP9n the fM,/: tenns ' witb his Qwn lh ipt-and !toops. The contracting partie •• as foon ,aB ' 
eilher of Ihcn\ lhoul~ ha.ve furnifhed the {l:ipulat~d fupply, were bound to k.c~p an, 
ellloL number of .fuips and frig,te, a.rmed and in co)lftnnt readlaefs, 10 . replace fuch 3. , 
might be lolt: by th'c accidents of war or fea. Jf tbe flipulntcd fllccours lhou)d prove In • . , 
fullieien\ for the defence of the requiting par,ty, or for the, p.urpofe of pro~Qriug a pro-
per peace, they wore to be- augmented as' neccmly might require; it vva$ even ftjpul.ted 
that they lhould a/lifi eacb other with aU Ibeit forces, if n.cdTary ; it being, however" 

• 
agreed, thaI the conlingent of tIOOpS to be furnilhed by'the Stales Generallhoold not ' 
e.Kceed twenty tnoufand infantry, and fOUT thouf.nd cavalry, ' and that they were, in.1 
c.afes, to preferve the oplion of furniiliing money in the.p).ce of Iaod forces_ 
• , . • 

, It WAS .greeel, that, in' the cafe of a naval war, in ' which neitlfer oPtbe partits. 
Ihould be direllly concerned, they {bould trAlt\lally gnrantee to each olher the, liberty . 
of Ihe feas l Ctc. th. t if titb'er p.rty were engaged in a w.r, in which lhe othbr lhould. 
}le obliged 10 talie a dil'ed part, thoy lhouJd concert t0gelhcr the moO: elfeClu~1 mC3rTS of 
annoy;og the enemy, .nd of obliging him to m.ke peaco; a'.d ,,,ilher if thtmflollld ho'll" 
pow'r 10 d!ji,,,,,,, Jo molu or rmi'lll prlpyats if ptMt ~: irll", witboul Ih, (OJ/fen! of tl" , 

• ~h.,.; and that if a negociation fuould be opened, it Ihould not b~ begun and iolloll'ed
by ~ither of the partiet. witbout ,the participation of the other; and the)l lhouJd m.kc 
e.ch other .cqu.i,tteJ with every thing Ih.t p.lfed in the f.id negodat ion. They wer 
l1Iulually.bound to keep their forces, ~t alllitne., in good condiholl, .nd, either p,my halLo 
a right to require and obtain from Ihe Other whatevoT fali,faCtion it might think necelf. r)" 
rcfpeC\lng the {bte of ,,, military force, and means of defence. Both parties were f.ilh_ 

~11)' to communic.te to c"~h other !llofe engagements which fubfifi ed betwetn them. 
.and other pow"n of Europe, which were to remain injlalfl 9u,; ollli Ih,y p"omifld not 
til ",,,trall .. ,,,lu/un allilJpc. or t/lgogN1lml Whall'lllr. whichJhouid be di1'eElIJ or ifll/t'rt8/j 
_Irary tHIN pry;nl ~rWy. - ' , 

~ . 
Witb :l .iew to cement the union of Ihe two powers ftill more IUGngly, • tr(aty 06 

('O~merc. ~as ftip~lated, bt wbich tbe fu~jeCis on either /ide we~. 10 be trC3ted an.i 

-wIotcd bJ tile otber»!he mo!t filV01lUd nation. Antlby.oDc of the (eparntcanticlea 
• , • 

, 

., 
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of the prefent trcaty. it was Iljpubted that Mlth {lartiel ~\0111d. 3S mucn as roffih1e, • 
"romote their mutual proCperity and advantage, by rtfldt .. ill! tack .Iher ft'(/' aJ!!fl4nct, b~lh 
in c~u'if.1 and foe .. u,." .. !Oll all occ'ifionl, ",nd not atn. to any Irtaliu ~r "rgiCialion, tIIhi ch 
"'igbl hI d.trimmlal (0 taCD OIPtr, /Jul '.fo.uld g ive ,,~ti .. 0/ Jlfclt ntgori(;li~II'. !!fe. as /Of11lo 
as I!lt) wtre p"oPo/'ttl. "'S tnc l"rtie5'Were at liberty to in"oice ruch other po\Vers as th-.y 
tlH,ughtnecelf3ry 'to join ill'tl,is treaty; it. was evident that Hollanu might be confider,d 
~ e'l.eDtuall¥ bound to become a party to the Bourbon f ..... ily"compaCl, ,It its full extent. 

J '. , , ' 

Thus, by tl\ie fuccef.fu1 exertions of ·Gallic . poIiey, was HollanG, afte't fu/li:ring, for 
!;l long feri ci oC years, aU that the ravages or .var, aDd the def\.r,uCt;ve h,rul of defola
tion, guidCll by the infa~iate an,bition df tI)eJ'O\Ife of Bourbon, could inRiel, 'lO'W con
verted into the firm ally-of that very power, ill oPl'olition to whof" daring cllcroachments , 
file had for.merly rouCed the mol\. Ior,nid:tble 'kingdoms of E.u,rope to .rms: and thus, I 
were thoCe f)Jlcm' of policy, wh ich for tw.o centuries had been 'prefervcd by tbe mari-

• time powe"" and all the conCequent treaties nnd ties 'Of ~nion, founded on Winciples 
tllJt feemed pC,culiar!,), calculated -to enf.ure the1r duration, and formed for the preten'". , 
t ion of the bai.ance,<lf po'wer, fo 'elfcmial to the polilic'al welfnre of Eu,ope, at once' 
abrogated and difI'olved; while Frnnoe, having n(!'cn.d the independence of .o\meriea 
againil. Great Britain :; h'nv;ng refcned the -Sutl!S·Generol ffom the unjl,a arr<:mpl'S of the 

, houfe of 'A.uaria, and having,c.hanged an ancient and formidable foe into an ufeful friend, 
appeared tod,av. ,>ttained that inGuence over the nations of the earth, to which, of !ntc 
years, Ihe had becn !lut li:ttle acou.fromed. • 

• 

" 
But this iofluence wa, more Ihan oounterbalancell by the difficulties and emb~raffmentl 

file had:Jncur.red hy her efFurts 10 procure it-efforts difprop0rlionetl to her power, and 
pregnant with confequenccs (;'Ial to her profperity. Monlieuf de Fle.ury, the fuc
Genor of Neck.r, had retired (rom the m,magement of the finances, in the year eighty
inree, and the fubfequent adminiftration of moolicur D'Ormelfon had expired be(o, e tbe 
~ompl~tion of the year that gave birth 10 'it. On his retreat, m01lIiCllr de C-alonne, who 
h~d fucceffively filled with acknowledged rep\lution. the office of inttQdaRt of Met?, 
and, afterwards, .of the provinces of flanders and Artois, where the urb.ntr y of Itis man-
11U' and his firi6\ attention to an impartial adlllinifirnrion of juitice, had rendered him 
~n ohjeCl of univcrfal..,/leem, 'w's nominate~ to the .acant poll of comptroller'general. 
But J~s numerOll' ocicompli Ibmen!s and 'good qualilies, though they procured l, i,o the fa. 
",ou.d his fovereign, p~ovcd in.d.qeate to fecure in hi. new {\arion, Ih.t popul,uity 
'Which t .. d invariably accompanied him in .11 the oBices he had hitllerto holden, alit 
'Was n«drarf to pren.nt thofe murOlu.rs, wllich II repetition of l.o.ans was calculated to ' 
<cxcite. 

• • 
Thll /ira OJ>l'f.ations of tltie min'ifter b3d, howevC!', eltorted t1le genera) "PPIobIidcm, 

~d Lbe cailfe d'Efcompte., which had ftopl'~.d paym'll~ fome few weels before he w,ascalled 
to , 

• , 
• 
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to the he.d of the fin.ne.s, wos indebted to his bold ,nd judicious exertion for Ihe reilQ. 
ntion of its m :dit . He fiil! merited a higber degree of 'ppl)ufe for the ellabbnllnem of 
tl C.ilred'A'rtllortilTement, or linking f\lod, wl~ich wos formed on a Gmple and judicious 
pl.n ; it wos to ply ,nnually, by !tovernmenr, iuto th~ h,nOs of" boord fet .raCl for Ibat 
putpofe , the elllire intertll "fthe l131ion.l debes, whcther ill fioele or annuit,es, together 
.with.n .ddition.1 fum of OI)e hw,ured .nd tw enty thouf. l1d poullds. The annuities 
that would ~e eXlillgui n,eo eyery '!Car w~re tRim.ted at lifty thoufand pounds; and, in 
that proportion, the fum fet apart tor the redemption of fhe .national debt, would annu
'ally ellcre,f.. The oper,tion of this new fund was limited to the term of twenty,live 
years, alld, during that te rm, the annual rceeiprofthc Caier. d'AmortiUemr.nt was de. 
c1Jred un,lteuble, and incapable of being diverted ~o any other objea • 

• 

From the difeuUion of thefe neW regulations of linanee, the public ~ttention was di--rea d to the conaua of thofe officers ;vho, during the courfe of the ar, had bee.! en-
trulled with the na\·.1 force. of Fr;nce. A council of war, which had' been cIIl)'lmit. 
fooned to try the count de Graffe, and other captains of the fleet .defe.t d by admiral 
l{Q(!I>"Y, I,onourably acquitted the commander, with .the majority of tke dllicers, and 
fiightly ccnfured n few, among whom was monGeur Boullainvilie, the cclcurated na. 
·villator. 

On the more foeeefsful courage and condua of monGenr de Sulfrein the moll Batt .. r
ing applauf. was hellowed. All t~nks an~ orders of men vied with c.1ch CIIhcr in mnrkl 
flf gratitude and a:!ach~ent to the man who had fo nobly fe Rained the glory of the 
French n~g, and who had raiCed the reputation of ~i$ co~ntrymen I'n an element wh ich 
had fo,repeatedly witneffed their defeat and difgr.ce. The queen difplayed at once the 
fenGbility of her chMaa.r and the eleg.nce ofhcr tafie, by th odicate cOIU~l i Olenr /he 
paid to this dillingui/hed commander: introducing him to th~ dauphin, the'l in l. i~ 
foutth year, /he .ddrd, .. This is morllieur de Sulfrein, to whom we are under the grealell 
.. obligation.; ohfery. him well, and remember his name, it is one of the rll you muft 
" learn to r peat, in oluer th~t YOil may ney~r forget it." 

\ . 
Th . principal meafure which malked the adminifhQtion of monflCor d Calonne, dut-

ing the year .,85, was lhe ellabl,/hment of . n t all,lndin comp " y, in lieu of Ihat 
which had been abuli/hed in the year 177S' This eyenl occ.Oon 0 .gre~t murnruTl 
.among th~ pe6ple, who, (rom the enCTe;afed onnn.1 importation f,o m In~i~, linee rb.t 
tude.h.d be~n tllrown opel1, bad adOl'tCl' the idea thal fueh an cfWblrOlm¢nt \Voul~ proye 
prejudicial to tl)eir inlereOs. The privil ege of lhe new coml any wa, limil~d to r.ven 
years, hut \\I, \h the {pecial proyifo, th.1 ""Y ) ears of war wh ieb miglu occur in the " ' 
telim thouW be hdudcd fcom the comj)u13li 11. 

- p In • 
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Tn tho preamble of the (1St, by which the rch",1" WAS "lolltd, it w~, .fierted, " Th-;"t· 
" the com,nodities or EUloile not havin" been regu l,te" by any co nmon /landaI'd . no 
" proportioned to the demands of India, Itad on th , one hand f? ld at 3 low price, 1 hde 
.. on the otiler the cOll1petition of the fuhj ech or Franco had rJifeti the price of die oh· 
•• jecls ofi')lportation; that upon their return hom~, a want of fyfi em and a/foltillellt had: 
.. heen univerfal ly complained of, ~he murk.t being glutted with one fpecics of gl'ods, .nd, 

' " totally defiltute of another; that thefe defe6ls" 1\url: "'i,ccelfa riJ y continue as long as the 
" trade remain<d in private hands; a"d that, on thefe accounts, as well as of the capital. 
required, th e ertab:Hhm~nt of a new co lpany was abfol ute ly nccc!Tary .... . 

In anf\Ver to thefe reufons, wliich were r;" from fatisfa6lory to the mercantile world; , 
. it was obferved, that the arguments of the pr.amble were nu Illore applicnble to the trade . . ' 
of India than.to any other trade; and that, if they were admitted in th eir full (orce and · 
extent; they were c~lculated ' to .nnihil!!te the freellon:l of comnleree. A . proviqon. 
in the ~a, direaiug 'that the pris:es of-Earl: Indfa good in tht inanos of Mau'ritiu$ and 

'Bourbon thould be regulated by ~ tariff to be fixed by the court of Verfailles, excit
ed tlill louder e_cbmalions at difcontent. in this in(lanct! it was raid that the firf! prin
ciples' of 'commerce were violated il\ a manoer·the moil 'wanton and .hm,,!'; inll~ad of, 
fuffering it to find it s own level, by the mutual eollifion of the lUnU of one pa) ty, and . 
the labour of anotber, it was arbitrarily to be fafhioncd by a power; whofe extren!'e dif • • 
tinCt mun.-naturally reoder its deci~ons i1r·tio);ed and itiappl1cabfe: .the vcry.lllode ofil\o 
trodneing the- monopol y was confi-dcred a, a jull" f ubjeCt of complaint; it was ~eterlllined 
by-a refolution of the k'hg in council, inrl:ead of a/fuming the form of.o edtCt, by which. 
means it was exempted from t)1of. comments wh ich it would prob.hly have e~p~rictlCcd. 
{10m the parliament, at the moment 'Of regirl:ration. This was conful recl. hy thedifcon • . 
tent.ed, .s ~ c1andeiline and ·furreptitious proceeding, excluding the parties to be a/feacd 
by the mcaCore from the privil~ge of being heard in oppofitiQn to it. 

. Thefe murmurs, aod the>cli feuffiont which they oecafioned, were far fron, favounbl" ta.. 
monGeur t1 ~ ~.Ionne. who. in ()fder to make up the lr.6cit in the revenue, was obliged" 
ot the cloCe of each year, to open a 103n ; a me.fure, the neceffity of which was fully 
dtOlollrl:rated hy the extraordinary expellees tbat bad been incurred, a. well during tlie 
\\!I.r, as fince the conclufion oE the lM'aee. It had been deemed expedient to nife an ar. 
tilicial h3rbour .,t Chcrbourg, by worles of great magnitude, the accomplilbment of 
~h,ch tolk required th~ oXl'enditure of immenfe fums; the augmentation of the army" 
~n confequellce of the d,fpute hctweell the emperor aod the States of Hol1gnd bad been . , 
anot.her cOIJ/idcrable fouree of t.xpence; and the Itrenuous exertions of the marine mi. 
oHler, the marquis de Caltries, for maintaining a {ormidnble naval force had fwelle~ in 
00 fmall degree, the ample catalO£.ue of national dilburfementl. 

• , 
" 

/. ... 
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A. D. 1786.J Tt was a grand misfor~une which attended ~!le adminillratian of moO
tieur d. Calanne, that 011 tI.e mc,fUles which he .dopt.d, with. view to promote the 
-cammerei.1 interdls of his country, were cohlidered hy th. fe perfons who might be (ul'
pofed, from their Iitu.tiol1 . in li fe , to be moll c nvuf,nt in mercantile matters, u highly 
demmein,1 to th.t trade which they lVere evidently intended to enl,rge .nd ex_ 
t end. Under this defeription lI1ull he plAced the f.mous cOlllm~rcial treaty conclud
ed with Engl.nd,' ,,'h!eh w,s figned at Veer.illes, on the twenty-fi xth of Septelu
.ber, '786. -

The preamble Oflhis t~c,ty nates., that his B rit.nnic m.jelly .nd his mon Chrinian 
m ljefiy , heing __ qll.lly ani moted with the delire not only of eon(olid.lting the good har
Jnony which- aClu.Uy fubfills between them, but alro of extending th e h.ppy .1Ii Cls 
.thereof to t heir refpeoSti vo (uhjt&, have thought, th.t the mon efficacious means (or 
.,ttaining thefe objecll, conformJbly to the eighteenth .rtiele of tho trratr of pente 
.. "ned on rhe lixth of Septemher, '783. would be to .dopt • (yficm of CO.l1m .. rce 011 the 
bali. of reciprocity ~nd ",utual convenience, which, by difcontilluinj; the pro libition, 

_~nd prohibitory duties which have exilled (or dmoll. century between the two nalions, 
m ij;ht (ecure the mon folid .dvant'ge" all b th fides, to the n.rional produCtions of in . 
~ullrr, and put an end to contrahand trade, no lefs injurious to tbe publie revellue, than • 
to that lawfu l commC)rce wl!ich is .Ione entitled to proteClion. 

The treaty confilh of fifty·feven ar~icles; by the firll o( which it was rgree.d, hat 
there lholJld he. reciprocal and entirely perfea liberty of navigation .nd commerce be
t~een the (uhjtas o( the contraoSting parties, in aU .nd every the kingdoms, ft.te., pro
vinces, and territories, fuhjea to the kings of England and Fmnce in Europe, (or nil .nd 
Jingula r kind. o( goods, in thofe pl'aces, UpOIl the conditions lettl!d and .djulleJ in the 
{ub(c'luent articles of rhe treaty. 

, 

_ The {.cond .rticle (tU forth, th.t (or the ruture (e~u ri ty of commerce .nd friendlhip 
between the fubje8.s of their faid m.jefiie., .nd to the end th.t thi. !l0od corrcfpondellce 
ro.y be preferved from.1I in.erl'Uptioll and dilllllbance, it il concluded .lId agreed, that 
if, at any time, t : .re /boold arile .ny mi(underfi.nding, hreach of (rJ~ndOlip, or rupture 
betw t .~ tho <rowns of their nJJjeliies- wbich Codfo,uid i-(which rupt~lc !h.1I not be 
deemed to rxifl ulltil the J<c.lling or fending hom of tbe ,efpcaive ~mh.ffi do.s .. d m.
oillers) the fuhjeCls of each of the tWO p.rtles, reuding in the dominions of the o.her, 
fil.U have the 1"""I'lle of lonaining aoJ continuing thcir tr.de thLrei.), without OilY 

.manut ' of din urhaneL, (0 long as they beh.v I' oeeabl y, olld commit no offence ogainft 
the I~w.and ord inancos: and in cafe their condua 1I1OuJd render th~n. (ufpea.d, and the 
refpe6iYe 1l0~trnll1ent. ihoulo be oblig<,d to o,der them to remove, th terlJl a l t\\ Ive 
mont II. n .. dl bt "J.o\\ed t!.em f r th;>t pU ljxJir. in oroer Jhat they '''.y ,,,j ovr, \\'ith 
!hcir cllect. and !,roperry, \\heth r tllIIufied to individuals, or to tile llatt. At the 

p ~ famo 
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falne time it is to be undernoo~, that this favour is n ~ t to be extended to Ihorc who /haJl 
an contrary to the en.l/Ii/hed laws. • 

The falutary regul.tions enforeed by ((,is article, which tenaed to .lIeviate the eVils of 
w;tr, and to foIten, in fOlne degree, the calamities experienced by indi _idu.ls from nation"ll 
difpotes, ore defervi!'g of applaufe, and worthy of imit:.tion. Tlte th;ttl article is 
founded on 3 Gmilar principle, By tbat jt is :lgreed, that the fubjeCts and inhabilants of 
the kingdoms, proyinces, and dominions of their m:j enies, /h. 1I exercif. 110 ach of honi. 
lity nr violence again n cad , other, either by fe. or by I.1nd, or in rivers, nrcalDs, ports, 
or havens, under any colour or pletence whatfoevcr I fo tbat tbe fuhjeCt! of either party ' 
/hQII receive no patent, comnliffion , or inllryCtion for arming and .Cling at fca as priva. 
teers, nor letters of r~prifal, as the)' are called, from any princes or Ibtes, cnelllies, to 

• 
the other P'''H nor, by virt"" or undcr colour of fucb p~tents, commiffions of rcpri • 

.f.ls, Ihall they dillurb, inf.Ii, or any way prejudice or dalD.ge the .forefaid fubjeCts and 
inhabit.nts of Ihe king of Gr~at Dritain, or of the Moll Chrifiian king; n~ither /hall 
they armihips in rueh ._ manner as'is abover.id; or go out lo' fca therewith. To which 
end, ~s often as it is required by either party, IhiCt and cxprers prohibitions /hall he r~· 
\lewed and p~bli/hed in all the territories, countries, ,nd .101liiniolls of each party wherefo. 
ever; th at 110 olle /hall in any wife ufe fach commiffions, or lellers of r~prifal. llnd.r the 
feverell pllni/htnent that can be inll iCled on tho tranfgrtffiols, belidn being li.ble to make. 
fuJ) rellitution and fatisf.1Ction to thofe to whom they have dOlle .ilY damage; neit},er 

'. Jhall any letters df reprifnl be hereafter grant\:d hy either of the faid higll contraCling 
parties, to the prejudice or detriment of the fubj cGls of the other, e~eept ollly in fuch 
e.fe wherein jollice is denied or d Jayed; which denial or deldy of junice Ihall nOt be , , 
regarded as veri lied, unlefs the petitions of the perfou, who delir., the fahl Jetters of reo 
pnfal, be c~mmunicated to the miniller reGdillg there on the part of the prince againll: 
whofe fubjeCts they are not to be granted, that, within the fp.ce of four months, or fooncr, 
if it be poffible, he may manifell the controry, or procure the fatisfaCtion which may be 
jullly due. 

By the fOlrt 11 article, it is fpccilied, tlut ·the fuhjeGls and inhabitants of the refpeCtive 
~ominions of the two fovereigns /hall have liberty. fr ely .l1d fec,urcly, with,"tlianct 0,.. 

pojJ,,,ts, general or fpcei.I, by l.nd or by f~a, or OilY other way, to ellter into the king. , 
0011'15, dominions, provillce., countries, illands, cities, vilbgcs, towns, walltd Or unwall. 
cd, fortified or unfortified, ports or territorie, whatfoevcr, of either (overeign, Gluated ill 
Europe, and to teturn from ' thence, to remain there, or to pafs through the fame, ant! 
therein to buy or purchafe, as they pIca fe, all things neeclJ'ary for their fub/iIlCllce and 
ufe i and 'they /hall mutually be treated with all kindners and f.vour, Proviaed, how. 
ever, that in all thefe matters they beh.ve and conduCl themfd"es conF-lrmably to the 
laws and !t.tutes, and live' with each other ill a friendly .~d peaceable manner, and p;o . 

\ mote reciprocal concord, by maintaining a mutu.l aoctgood undernanding. 

The 
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The fifth article is c .. leulated to facilitate the commercial intercou(fe bttW()en tl;e tlVO 
«ountries, h~. authorizing.the fubjeCts ofeitber to elbbl.i lh mug nines al1d ",.rehoufe., 
anel to pu rchafe and vend mercharidizt, in the dominions of the otber, without mo'lefh-. ' 

tion or ilHerruption . '.It terminates thus :- Tn matlers of religion, the fubjech of the 
two crowns {hall enjoy perfect liberty: they (hall not be compelled to att.end divine 
fervi'c., whether in chu rches or dfewh."e' ; but, on the cont rary. the.y pull be perm'tted, ' 
wi,h'ou t any mole!btiol1, to petforo) the exercifcs or their religion prlv3reiy in their 

• own houf.s, and in their own way, _ Lib.riy /hall not be r.fuCed ~o bury t.he fubjoch of 
'either kingdom, who nie 'in the tCHitori.s of the other, in convenient place~ to be appro· 
priated for t1\at purpoCe; nor Ill.Jl the funeral; Or f.pulchres ?f the d ceaf.d be in any 
wife di!1:orlled,- Thus 'yas the f.in t d.\\,11 o.freltg,iol1s tolcr.ti6n, fo friendly fO the g(nc
ration of libet.1 (cntimenrs, fo hoftile to the di/fufion of ~oxious prejud ices, .ml fo prog
n"ant wi th berrcfits of great l1;1t;onal il1lport~nce, Q~ned 011 rh~t cou /tHy, which had 
lon~, too long, beel! (wayed by the monopolizing Cpirit offupelftitioll I 

In order to. .[certain the duties on the different objeCts of importation, in ei tHer COun
try, tho following tariff was ~xed: 

• 
1. 'Ph.e' wines of France, imported direCtly from France into Great Brit . in, Chol1. ill

.;10 cafe, po y '!lY higher duties th an thoCe which the wines of Ponugo\ no.w pay. 
, , 

• 
2. T1:e vineg~rs of France, infiead of, fixty.feven pounds, /ive {h illings an,1 three-

pence, and twelve.t wep tieths o~ a PC/lily norling. which they , noll' p.y, {hall no't, for the 
future, pay in Great B, it,ain any higllcr dUli ! tlull thirty·two POUI1d~, eighteen !1:1i)ling&, 
and ten-pence, and fixteell. twentietbs of a penny flerling1 pet ton . , 

• 

3, The bro'ndics of Fionee, io/te.d of 'nine Dlil1i ngs Oll~ fix_pence, .nd l w' lve·twco
timhs of. penny flcrling , Ill.all, for the flltore, j"y in Grea t Jlritaip only Ce\'en Ih illln • 
Rerling per gallon, lD . kinl:, four quartS, Engli{h melfure. 

• 
4. Oil of blives, coming dirr/:11y' (rem F~.l1ce, D,.II, for the futur~. pay no high" 

,luties Ih.1I1 .ore- DO « Vaid for the Ca,rne from Ihe molt f.voured l1.tions. - ' , , 
s. Bear /hall P'y,' reciprocallY; • duty of thirty pe,. alit. ad vo!o,.,m • 

• 
6. T he duties on h ~rd\Vare. cutlery, cabinet ware, and turnery, and .ICo ,11 work. , 

both l!e'vy and light, of ir~n; fleel, copper, ' .nd braCs, DIal) bc ,clafT~d; .nd tb. higlle.fl . ' 

duty .11 not cxcc.'d ten ftr mit. od valorem, 
\ 

7. All fort: of cottons manuf,ttured i~ the 'c1oluinioN of the two' fover.ilin, in Eu
rope, . nd alio wOQllen., whether knit or wove, includihg holiery, /b.1l p'y, in botll ' 

countr ies, 

, 
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countries, all import duty of twelve per e,"I. ad vo.'.rtm.: all manur. aure. of cotton or 
1\'001, mired with lilk • . excepted, wl'icl~ Drall rem~in prohibited on both fidel • 

• 
'8 Camllricks and lawns ihall pay, in hoth countries. an import dllty of five filillings. 

or lix Iivres Tourneis, 1'<'1' demi-piece of f even yards and thlee qUlrters, Engl i!b mea
fure: and linens, made of ·fl,x or hemp, monufJCl ured in the dominion1 oflhe two fove
reigns in Europ~ , D,all p.y no higher dutic. , either in Great Britain or ill .... rance. rhan 
Ji neilS manu faCl urClI in Holland or io Flalltlors, imported inro G real B ritai n, now par. 
And linen m.de of Ihx or hemp, m,nu fa6t urecl in Irel and or France, Ih.,11 reciproc. lly 
pay no higher tluties tbail 'linem maRuf.Cllued in Holland, illlf.olted ioto Irclalld~ now 
p.y. 

9. Sndlery !ball reciproc.lIy p.y an import dUly of IiT:eell per ant. aJ'lI%re",. 

10. Gauzes of .1.1 fom !baH reciprocall y p.y ten per ( tnl. ad volorm, . 
• 

r I I. Millinery, Ill.de up of muOin, hwn. c.mbri~k. -or g.u:r.e of a!lY kind, or of f"f 
• other .rlic1e;>dmitted .under the pref. nt'urilf, Ihall P'y, reciproc,Hy , a duty of twelve 

per eenl. ad valorem: and if ,ny arl icles [ball be ufed therein which arc IIot fptci/ied in 
tre tariff, they [baU pay no higher dUlies tban thofe paid forthe f.me articles by till: 
moll favoured n ations . 

• 

n. Porcelain, earthen-ware. ana po!tery, [ball p.y,1'cciproca11y. twelve pt,. CClII •• <1 

v"i.rlm . . 

13. Plale-glafs, and gJ"fs-ware in generalJ /ball be adm itled, on each fide, p.ying a duty 
of t wei ve per (mt. ad valortm. 

His Britannic maj.l1y referves the right of countcrvarJing, by additional cluties.on tile 
~ ldet-mentioned mer~handi:r.es. the illtorn . 1 duti es aClu.lly impol"1 upon the monu· 
f.(lules. 01' tbe import duties which are chuged ou the raw '!tI~eri.I.; name!y, on al~ 
Jinens or cottons, Ibined or printed; on beer, gl.fl-w .. r •• pl,te- glaCI, and iron. 

And his Moll Chrinian m.jefly ref.rves the "'rigtlt of doing tbe fame, with regard 10 the 
fol1owing merchandi:r.es; namely. cottons, iron •• lId heel'. 

And f~ r the better feeoring the due coU.cHon of the duties payable ad val.rem, \\ hi~h 
• are fpcclhed in Ihe above uri If, Ihe faid conlr.alog parties wil1 cOllcert with each other 

:1.$ wdl the form of the decl.rations to be made, as alfo the propOl' mealll of preveDli~ 
fr.ud. with . refJ'eH to the le.1 va.lue of the faid goodl and melCh~lldi:ttl • . 

• But 
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B'ut if it {hall hereafter ~ppear, tillt any mill kes have inldyertel)tly ~en m3d .. in the 

:!bove t~rilf, contrary to the principles on \vhich it is founded, the two (overeigll will 
concert, w.th good faith, the means-of reCtifying theml 

• , 
The fevellth article tleci,,"s, that the duties aboye fpecilled 3re not to be altered but 

by mutual confellt; and the Ill erchandizes Qot ~boye fpedEed Ol.1I pay, in the domi
t.ions of the two fovereigns, the import and export doties payable in each of the flid 
dOlnillions by the moll, favoured European nltions, at the time the prefent treaty bc~rs 
date : ~nd the nlips bclonging to the fu bjeCl of the faid domini"ns {h.1I .1(0 r.fpective-
1y enjoy therrin all the privileges and advantages which are granted to thofe of the mon 
fa voured European nations. 

And it being the intention of th~ two high clll1traCling parties, tbat their refpeCli vl> 
fubjeCts {hould be in the dominions of e3ch other lIpon a footing os .dvantageoul as 
thofe of other European nat ions, they agree, that ill c,fe they {hall here.tter grant all Y 
additional 3~vantag •• in n.vigation or trade to any other European Il.tionl, they will re
cil'locally allow their, faid fnbjcCts to particip>te therein; without prejudice, however, 
to Ihe advantages wh ich they referve" viz... Fra>1 .. in r.vour of Sp.i", in confequence of 
Ihe twenty.fourth article of the l~"mi ly CompaCl, ligned the tenth of May, '761 ; and 
Engl.nd, occording to what Ol( has praCllfed in conformity to, and in confeCJ.)lence of, the 
collvelHion of 1103, between E~glJnd ~nd Port ugal • 

• 
ny the, eleventh article, it is IHpuhtd, that in cafe either of tile two high-contr>C1ing 

-parties n"l1 think_proper to ellJhliOl prohibitions, OJ' to .,ugment the import duties upon 
Jny goods or merchandize of tbe growth or nlJnufaaure of th'e other, which arc 'uot 
fptcified il) Ule tariff, ruch prohibitions or augmelltations null be general, and (hall com
prehend the hlee goods or merchand ize of the oth .. moll favo~red European Il~tions, .. 
well • thofe of either lIate; and in cafe either of the two contr>Clil1g parties {hall revok~ 
the prohibition, or dimini{h the duties, io favour of . ny other European nation , UjlOn any 
goo<l. or merchandize of its growth or m.nufaaure, whether 011 impoltation or eX1>0nA
tion, fcch Jevoc~tioD. or diminutions {hall b. e~tended 'to the fuhj . a. of the olher par
tv, on condition th.! the bttcdh.1l gr.llt to the fubjet'l. of the forroer the ilnportation
.i·ld export.tion of the like goods and merchandiul undrr the fame dutie,; the cafes re
fervcd in the reventh article of the prefent treaty ,IIVays excepted, 

The twelfth article I'rorides fOJ' the revocation of an ancient cuOom, un~uthori 1A!d hr 
law, by which a kind of poll.us was levied upon the fuhjeCls of cither'nalion in the 
other, called, in England, htad.m~ntJ; ill France, argmt du 'htj. . , 

By the th.irt~enlh article, it il agreed, that if either of the contr Cling partie. has 
,ranted, or /hall grallt, any bounties for encouT3!:ing the upormion of any article., 

being 

, 
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being of the growth. produce, or In, nuf,aur. of hi dominions, the other limy £l.,11 he 
a\lowe,i to add to the doties alrc~dy impof.d, by irtuc.of the prefelll real y, on the faitl 
goods ,nd merchandizes, imported into his dominions, foch an import duty as Ib,ll be 

• • 
,quivalent to the raid bounty. This ni,polation, however, was not to e¥t nd to draw· 
backs on exported gooos •• 

The , lixteenth article f"ppli ed a remc<+y for a grievance Ihnt h~d 1png called (or cor· 
rcaion-lt nipul.te. th .. t it /lull not be law ful for any foreign )lrivate~ri, not being fuh. 
j eCls 'of either crown, who have commjllions (rom any oih.r prince I fl ate, in enmi ty 
with either 112ti ol1 , to nrm theil' Ihips in the porr~ of either of th o faid two kingdollls, to 
fell whot th~y have taken, or in any manlIer whatever 10 exchange the f,me; ncither 

1l,.11 th~y be a\lowes! even to purch,fe vief"al_, e?Cce~t fu ~h as 411 all be nccca~ry (or 
their going to Ihe nearell port o( that prince (rom woom they h3ve obtaine'<! com

millions. 
• • • • 

The twentiol~ ~rtide Itates, that it {hall be law(ul (br.1I the (ubjca~ of the leing of 
Grc~t Britain. and of the Mon Chrillian king, to fnil with their {hips, with. perfea (e

curity and libert y, no di/linllion beillg m~de \Y,tl0 "re the proprietors of the merch,ndizc 
laden thercin, from any port whatever, t? the countries whi ch .re now, or {hall be hc~ . 
~fter , at' war with the king <of Great Britain, or Ihe Man Chrill i,n king. It DJaU like_ 
wiC~ be l awful (or the aforeraid fuhjeCl. to (ail and trnlfic with t hcir fbips '31ld merchan. 
dizee-, with the f,m e libert,y and fecurit)'. (ronl the countries, ports, and pbces, o(lhofc 
who arc enemies of both, or of eit!ler party, witbout any oppoll tion or difiu l'hance ~vh~tfo. 
ever. uno 10 paCs direClly not onl}' from the places of the enemy aforementioned to MU. 

ttal 1,I. ces, but nlfo from one pla~e belonging to 'an enelllY to .nother place bclo~ging to 
all enemy. whether they ue un<ler the jurifd iClion of the fame, or of (c"eral princes. 
And as it l'Js been li il'u l.t,ed, conceqling Ihip. and goods, that every thing {h~1I be deemed 
ftee, "hich (hall be fOllnd on ~oard tt,c Olip , hdollSi;,g to theSvl~cCl. of the refj>cCliYe 

~i ngdom., although th e whole lading, or part xhereof, 1l1OUId belong ti) the enelPies of 
' t heir IUAjdlies; cOlltrah.,nd goods being always except,cd; it i liLewlfe agr ed, that the 
{anle l,bclty \>c .xtended to l'e lColl' who are on boarel. free Ihip, to the end thM, al. 
though they be enemies to bot\l, or to tirller part,Y. they may not be taken out of fuch 
frte Ihips, unlefs they are foltliers', aCtually in tbe fervice f Ihe enetni~., and On their ' 

voy.ge for dIe pu.rpofe of being employed, In a Jllilitary cap,.city, in their fleets 
, 

, 

The COlltrabal,1d goods .lluded to ;1) this artide are afterwards fpecified, and, lInder that 
denomination ale comprehended arms, cannon, I",rquehu{fes, mortars, petards, bombs, 

gren.d." f.uci{fes, catcaLres, c3rriagtlS for calloon. mu{kct·rens, handoleas, gunpowder, 

&natches, f.ltpell,C. lIall, pik« , fwonl" lread.pi~c~s, helmets, ~ullalfes, halb~rlls, javtliul, 
hollleu. 

, 
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holners, belts, horfes and harners, :wd otil.e' like kind. of arms, and! wa liJ;,e i,rp~~l1/.qtl 
fit fot the uf< of troops. 

• 
• • 
~he following merehandius. are exempted froon tbe elC~ption. attached to cOl\traban 

goods: vi7 .. ~All forts of cloth, and all otlu:r manufaCtures of wool, flu, folk, cottOll,O 
any other materials; all kinds of wearing apparel, together with the articles of whicl~ 
they are ufually made, gold, fitver' coined or uncoined, t,in, iron, lead, copper, brafs, coab, , 
3S alfo wheat and barley, and any other kind of corn aljd pul e, tobacco, and all kind& 0 

fpices; {.[trd and {moaked Jlelh, {a!ted lilh, cheefo and butter, beer, oil, win~s, fagor, all 
forts of Calt, and of provifoons which Cerve for fullenance and food to D)a)I~lOd: .Ifo all 
kinds of cottoo, co.dage; cables, f;ils, fail.dotll, hemp, ullow, pitch~ tar an,i refin,..n
chors and any parts of anchors, Ihipmalts, planks, timber of all kinds of trees, .od 'all 
other tbings proper for building or repairing Il.ip.. Nor null any other goodl whnr
ever-according to the twenty-third article-which have not heen work.d into the for.n 
of any inflru.nent or f~rniture for w.rlilc9 ufe, by land or hy fea, be reputed cOlltr~ 
b,lnd, much lefs fuch .s b.ve been already wrought and made up for any other pu"pofe : 
all v.hich things, lhall be deemed goods not contraband, as likewife al others which arc 
not comprehended and pariiculady defcribod in (he precedin\: article; fo that they may be 
4reely carrit"t! by the [ubjeCts of both kingdoms, eveOJ to places belonging to an en my, 
excepting ollly fuch places as:lfe be{i~ged, ~eked liP, or invcfled, 

With a view to the prevention of difpdtes, on the fol~Ct of contraband goods, it i •• 
by the twenty-fourth article, agreed, that in calc either of their m.jefiies nlo)uld be ell
gaged in a war, the /hips and vdrela belonging to the [ubicCls of tile other Ih II be fur. 
ni/hed with [ea-Ictters or paifports, expreffing the name, property, .nd bulk of the Illip, 
as alfo the name .nd plac~ of abode of the malter or commander of the f.id Ihip, that it 

,may appear thereby th.t the ili ip really and truly belongs to the fubjeCt. of OJ.t of the 
prince.; which pat\'porll /hall be made out .nd gunted, according to the form annexed to 

the prefeot trc.ty; theylhall likewifc I1e ~enewcd every year, if the fuip happen to return 
home witbin tbe (pace of a year: jt is alfo agreed, that [ueh nlip; wh.!:o l~den 3rc to be 
provided not only with palfports 3S abo.,e-mentioned, but alfo with eeni6C:O~(I, eODtainil1g 
the ,"veral particul.rt'. of the cargo, the pllce from wheoce the Ihip foiled, and whither 
Ole i. bound. fo that it may be ~OOW'l whether lbe curies 3111 of the prohibited or con
trabapd good. aboye fpeci/ied. 

The condufl of Ihip. of war to merchantmen, in tiroe of war, is r~gubred by the 
,tweDty-/iull Itticl., which /latcl, that in cafe the /hips belongIng to the fohjed. and in
habiuntt Df the ,e!p:8iye dominions of their mon ferene m~je/lies, either on the coan, 
or on the: high {eu. Olall meet with an)' men of war, belonging to thtir majdlocs, or 
with priva~n" tbe raid lbip. of \far aad prinreen, for pre •• "tlllg 2ny ihconvellienci«, 
,,"C to (ellli\io out of ,""PIIOn-lbor, and to fend their boau to tbe mercuant-It.ip whieh 

~ ~r , 
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may be met with, 311<1 (hoU CI\ter her to the number of tw~ or three .mn onl y. to whom, 
themalleroreommlll~eroffueh(hiporve{fellhlll(hewh ispa(fport.colluilling the 
proof of the property of the Chip, maue ollt according to the form pre!crilled by the pr(!o 
kot treaty; aod the (hip which fuall have exhibiJed the fame !hall havt liberty 10 cou
linge- her vopge; and it !hllll>e wholly unlawful allY way to moldl or fellLc~ber, or to. 
chafe or compel hel' to ruler her courfe. 

Some farther regulations" with regard to Chips carrying oontr>band goods, are enforced 
by the two fllbfequellt articles; by the lirl~ it is ftipulated,. th .u the mercl13nt-lhips be~ . 
longing to the fubjecls of tb e two high-contralling p.r~ie$, wb.eh, intcnJ 10 go to. port 
at enmity with the other (ove~eign, concerning whofe vpy'ge, and the fort ot good, on. 
board. there may be jull eaufcof furpicioo. Chall \Ie obliged toe. hibil. as well 011 the higb> 
feas, as ill the ports alld havens, not only her palIi>orts, but al[o her certi lic.tes, exprcU:
;Jlg tha~ the goods ~re not of the kind. which-are ~.ontr",ba1\d , al fecci6tcl io. a ormer ar.
ticlc of this lre~~)(. 

By the fecen,I, it is ~greed', th~ if. en cxhihiti"g tlie ~b()ve-llIentionea certificate con_ 
bining ~ lift of the cargo, the other parry Ihoold di!cover any goods of th~r kind whiclt • 
are declared contraband, or 'prohibited by' the twenry-fecond articlo of this tre~ty, ~nd. 
'W\lich arc defignecl fo, a port [ubjea to his enemies, it (hall be unla.wful to break up or 

"pen the hatches, ch.lls, calk., bales, or other packages feun<l on board fuch O,ips, .or [0. 

remove even the fmalleIl parcel of the goods, wl!ether the faid alip belQng to, the fubjech , 
of the king ef Gre.~ Britain, Of of the moll Chrilli~n king, unlefs the lading be broug! 
on /IIore, .in the prefeoce of the officers of the CDurtefadmiralty, and. an in.ventory 
load. by tl1.m .of tbe faid geeds ~ 11er !hall it be lawful to fell, exchange, or alienate the 
lame in any maDner. unlef. after due and lawful protefs Ihall have been had againft fuc)L 
prohibited goorls, lind the judges of the adlnir~lty refpeaively lbalJ, hy fenteoee pro.. 
1I0uncell, have confifcated the fame ;. faving always, as well the Ihip itfelr, as the other 
gemls found therein, which by thi, Ireat)' are to be accollnted free; neither may they l>e 
clet~ined 00 pretellce of their being mixcU 'with proh\bitltd goods, much lefs alail they be 
confifcaterl .. lawful prize: and if, when only part of the cargo /h.1l con/ili of contraband: 
gocxls. the 1ll.lle~ of ti,e Qlip a,aH ag;ee, confent, and elf 01 to deliycr them to tbe cap-

~ tor who has difcovered iltem; in fw:h cafe tlle capta).', having received thofe goods at 

lawful priw, lball forthwith rdeafe the Ihip, and qet hinde" her, by. noy mtans, from, 
l'rofecuting ber voyage to tbe place of ber defiinatillll • 

-

• 
By the twenty-ninth article. it is agreed, t\lat whatncr /baH be {oond to be laden, by.-

the fnujeCl. and inhabitants of either party, In any Dlip belonging to the enemica of tbo
other, although it be not ceotra~nd good •• lbaJl be canfifcated in tho. faille manoer at. 
if it belonged te tbe enemy himfelf, ncept tbofe goods aou merch3Ddizea which were 
put on board filch thil" before the; dcdaratiQll of wat, Qr the gew:GIl order for repriCal •• 

With 
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With 3 view to pment depredations on the properly of thefubjeCls of either party, hy 
the private IS of the others, it is, very properly, fripul>ted, by the thirty-firll nni Ie, that 
all commanders of ' priv3tecrs, before they recei~e their patenrs, or fpeeial eOlnlDiflions, 
fiull hereafter be oLl iged to give, before a competent judge, fullieient fecu ily, by go d 
bail, who are refponfible men. OI)U bave no interen in the faid filip, each of wbom {h.ll 
be bound in the whole for the fum of tbirty-fix thoufand livres TournOi., or 6fteen 
hundred pounds f1erlillg; or, if fuch fi,ip be. provided with above one hundred and' fifty 
feamen and foldiers, for th. fum of feventy-two thouf .. d Jivres Tournoi., or three lhou_ 
fand pounds ficrii)1g, that they will make .:ntire {ati.f.Clion for ~II tbtnag s nd injuries 
whatfoevcr, which they, or their ollieers, or otLors in their fervice, m y commit during 
their crulu, 'contr'l y to the tenor of this prefent treaty ; or the edicts made in confe. 
quence thereof Ily thtir moll fcrel1e m.j ellies, under "enalty, like,vifc, of h.ving their 
patents and fpeci I commiflions revoked and annulled. 

By tlle thirty-fourth "tiele, it is fanher provided and ~r:rced, that the /hip. of eitber 
of the two natio"., re13ken by the privateeTl of the ott,er, /h all be rellored to the f9r
mel'owntr, i they ha.e not been in the power of the enemy for the fpace or four-and
tlventy hours, fuhjeCl to the payment, by the (aid o,vner, of one third of the valur of 
the filiI' re13ken, and of its cargo, guns, ant! ~pparel, which third part /hall be amieably 
.. e1jufled hy the pmies conce_"ed ; but if not, and in cafe they iI,ould difagre., they iI,.1I 
make apl)lication to the ollicers of lhe ~dmi"lty of the place where tbe privateer whicl1 
retook the captured vdfel iI. II loave carriell her. 

If the /hip retaken hal been in the power of the enemy above four-and-\wtnty hours, 
lbe Jllall wholly helong to the priv~teer which I'etook her • 

• 
In cafe of a iI, ip being retaken by .ny man of war belonging to his Britannic m:ljen y, 

or to his Mon Chrilliall M.jclly, it /hall be renored to tIle former OWII .. , on payment of 
the thirtielh part of the v~lue of fueh /hip, and of its cargo, gUliS, an<l applTel, if it II ll,I 

retaKen within the f,ur-and-twenty hour,; and the tenth part, if retaken aftcr the four
and-twtnty hours: which fums /h.1I bediil!ibuted, as a rew;ml,amongil: the Clews of the 
Ihips which lb,,11 h1Ve retaken fuch prize. The .. Iuation of the thirtieth and tenth 
~ts .bove-menticncd /hall be ftltled conformably to lhe regulations above p,e[cribed. 

The thi rty-ninth article ilates, that for the greatrr fecurity ~nd Uberty of commel'ce 
and naviga 'ion , it is farther ogreed, that both the Icing of Gre~t Bril.ill, and lhe Moll 
Chrillian king, fiull not only refufe to receive any pirates or (ea,rovers wh~lfoe v.r iMO 
any of their haven., ports, citie!, or towns, or permit any of their [ubjeal, ci\izens, or 
jnb.hitant., on cill,er part, to receive or proteCt them in their porlS, to h.,hoUJ them in 
their h,<ll " or"to .Riil them in .ny manner whatfOev.,; bur f.'t!.er, ther fl,all caufi: all 
{uch pirates .ml fea.,o\·,rs, ~nd .11 p.rfons who n,.11 rfcciv., conce.J, or ./II1l Ihem, to 
be brollght to cond'gn punifilJnent, Jor a terror and CX~JnpJe to oth I - And all Iheir 
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/hips, with the gool; or mercJt~ndize ta~D by tl ~m, .Dd brought iato tlte ports of 
either kingdom, 111011 be f.iud, .s far as they can be difcovered, and IIt.1I bo reaored 10 the 
owners or their f.ClolS, duly authorized 9r deputed by them in writing, ploper evidence 
being ftrll given in the court of admiralty, for proving the property; ev~n in c.fe filch 
efrech lhould haye, paWed into other, h.nd, by fale, if it be proved th.t 11te. buyers knew, . 
or might have known, that they h.d been piratically taken. And gener 1Iy-.1I !hip. and 
roercl13ndi7,es, of Wll.t n.ture roever, wbieh may be taken on the bigh feas, nl3l1 be · 
b.rough! into fome port of either kingdom, 'IJ)d delivered into the culledv of the officers . 
of th.t porI, th>! they may be refioled emire to the proprietor, .s.coon.i due .nd fullicicnt , 
proof /hall have been made concern,i.ng th~, 'property thereof, • • 

• 
ny the forty.lirll article, it is.ftipubted, th~t neith~ of their maje!li~. /h'all permit the . 

Ihip. or gO'.lds belonging tp the fubj~ch of the other to be taken ,within cannon-/hot of ' 
tl,e co. 11 , or in the ports"or rivers of.the,;r dominions, by {hips of war, or ,olhe)'s. haVing ; 
c:,olDmillion from any prince, republic, or city wbatfnever; bu~ in cafe it /houid Co- hap
pen, both parties {hall employ thei ll1lit~d force to olttain rep~utJon,of the ,(bm'ge : 
ahereby OC\,360ned. 

• • 

The forty-fourth fefS forth, that ;1) wmtever reb!.s to thc ladihg or unl3ding of 
Jhips, the faf.ty of Ilterc~andi'l.e, goods, and efrca., tbe fuccellion to perfonal ellates, 3S , 
well,a. th proteClion of;illdiyic.\uals, and their p.rfona11iberty, .s .Ifo the admindh31ion , 
of jullice, the fubjcas of the two high-coo aCl'lng p.rties Ih.1I enjoy, in their TefpeClive 
dominions, tI.e (Jllle privileges, liberties, al}d riglm •• s tb~ moll favoured n.tion • 

• 

The next article fulles, ' tbat if hereafter it {hall h.ppen, throug~ inadvertency or , 
otnerwife, th.t 3Uy infr.Clions or contr.veotions of the prefent tre.ty /hall be comnnt
ted on either lide,. the friend/hip and good underllanding /hall not imlllediately thereupon 
be interrupted ; bu~ this t renty /hall fublin in .11 its fon:e, and proper remedies /hal! be 
Jlrocured for removing' tlte inconveniencies, 3nd likewife for the reparation ot the con
traventions; and if the, fuhjeCls of either kingdom lIJ:\ll Ix; [ount! guilty thereof, they 
oply./h.a be .l?uni/h~d and feverel), ch~!I;iCed " 

By the. concluding article the coomCling parries referve thc' right of revifing and 
re. examining the feveral'fHpulatiolts ofthi. \reaty, a(ter ~he term of twelve yean, to be .. 
computed frotn the day. of pa/jing laws for its execution in Great "Britain and Ireland, 
refpeaively, to propofe and m.k~ f~ch alterations as the tilO~s aod ci.cumll.nces may have 
.rendeled JtecefTary for the, cOlOmerc)al interells of tbeir refpedive fubje,!ls; and this rc- , 
vilion is to be completed in tbe Cpace 01 twelve months; ,afte{ which term the prefent 

rcaty /b:Ill be of no eft'eCl I but, in that event, the good harmony and friendly carre
fl'olJdcl1ce be Iveen tbe tlYO nations /hill) not Culf.cr the l~nn dimj"ution. , 

It: 
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It w.s a fillguJar circumfbnce 3tten~ing this important treaty. thart f3~ from afford

illg general fatisfatlion, it lVas much ccnfured by many of the [ubjetls of either power; 
Goloh nation a,/>peared to think. that ' it had granted too much to the other, or had evell 
\:teen over.rc.ch~d .hy it ,n fome ports of the c:ot'!patl •• nd, particularly, in tbe rating and 
.djullment of the equ ivalents. Bu.t this very circumtbnce mufl be cOlludered, by im
partial obfervers. as a£Fording a Ilrong indicatioll that the treaty was' rounded on libe"l 
3jld equ itable pri nci'plt;B, particu!lrly when they take i"to,l:he elllll1.te the deep· rooted 
erejudices whith it had, on both .fides, .to .pcounter._ 

It cannot, however, eXcite OUF aflonilbment" th at ~ difference of opinion Ibould be ' 
c:.reat t d on the fubjeC!. when we reSta' on the tnultiplicity ofobj_as which it Ilmbraces • • 
of illterefis which i~ might a£Fetl; on its relation to the general fy(\ctn of Qavlgation and 

l ' 
t mdc ellabliDled in Eu rope; its interference witl. the letter or fpirit of treaties already 

• • 
exifiing bet wetn the parties and otber pOWCrt; and th e uncertainty, of its futu~e opera-
tions In many of, thefe refpctls. But it w.s nlltural to fuppofe th.t the moti ves upon 
which it w. s tounded, and the political dFeas it wa< calcul.tcd to produce, by tbe ef
t ahlin'I1,Cnt of 311 .mic.ble intercomfe ~twcen the rival nations, would extort general 
C!lIn ml· ltdation. It is certainly evide!)t that ajlrollg' delire to bury ancient animolities, 
to cure nationoll ptcjuuices, and to remove the pattialities inc ident Ie> jarring ioterea" 
p'erv~drs t he whole, ~ncl appears. to hive been the Ieodi ~.g ' objects of the part iCs • . Reci
e!~C;ty is ,the g rand principle of the treaty. and it leems to have 'been intended on both . 
fides, th at no coucenon Ihould be m~de .on either, which was not balanced 'by a fup
pO,fed eCluivalent on the <>Iher. llu t i~, exhihits. all ol~ etl far more intdrefling to hUUla
n,ily , than mere commerci al regulations, which h;.';., invariably, interejl for !liei r baGsiw 
it Ihews the powerful kinguom of Frauce free ly facrllicing, upon this occ.tion, her an
cient prejudices, civil and religious, wHich had i.ith.no.leemed Io dofely interwoven i~ 
her nature and con{\itution, as to appear almofl infenar.ble • . , . 

But while France was thus endeavouring tG {ccure the (~tu te frientllbip of her an
cient foe, ;10<1 adoptinS faheme. for the extellGon of her commerce, both foreign and do
menic, Ibe wa. not fo far negle ur of her own fecurity .1 to overlook thofe circll1ll
fiances, which m. 1,t tend to augment her ftrength, it) the event of. a war. She nudi-

, no(]y laboured toencreafe the number of her naval arfenals and ports on the ean-in 
hich Ii)c i. hy nature fo.defective-for. the. recepfion of fhips of the line. aud tbe flatiot,; 

of warlike fleets. • 

The port of Cherbourg, on th~ coall of. Nortll.ndy. from its vicinily to Engl<1nd,. .nll 
j 'ts ditctl oppofite potillon to the coaLl: of H.mpfhire. feemed immediarely cnloulored (or; 
this p~rpofe ; ind, undoubtedly, could .ts natura.! de(eas be telncdied by art, it would_ 
2fDvc I ilion aJvatlt"~ou's flation to the .Fl'cllch.ilects in a war with England and could .. 
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not f.il to becolne highly dctrimcnt.l to thst power: the fcheme wa~. accordingly, 
adopted.with great fpirit, and carrico on at an imnleofe ~xpence. }'or the ro~d, ~eing 
about a league .nd a half in length from eall to weft, notwithllanding the partial cover 

• of. low i./land, which con(jJerably ferves to bl~ak the violence of the waves, is frill 
much expofed to the north and north-weft winds: to remedy which it was propofed to 

cover the road entirely hy. lueccffion of moles on that fide, leaving only two fulli.ieDt 
openings. one for the p.lfage of £hips of the brgell C.ze, and the other for Inding v~lfels . 
One of thcfe moles was 10 be carried 1hrough the \flond (which w .. moilly overAow.u 
in ' fpring-tides, and the others were to h.ve their foundations laid, and their (uperltruc
turc raifed, in a cleep and boillerous fc •• Thelabour WJ' Y.n-,11~tthe ohj aw.shighly , 
inviting; for. if the fences could be completed. l.rge Jl els, compofoJ of the moO capi. 
tal/hips, might ride fecurely at anchor within them in .11 weathers. Forts. with batte
ries of the he~ viefl: cannon, were to ue<crcaed on the different mole •• ill fueh fitti.tion. 
as to be themfelvc. iil1pregnable, and to render the appro.ch of an enemy ul ed} illl' 
pr~6lieahle. A c.paclous hafon, with do~ks, ana all the other oppendages to a great <m' 

val' arfenal, were to be connruacd in and adjoining to the harbour and tOWIl. The 
number of hands employed in this un delign was fuiled to its Ul.gnitude ~nd Impor
t~nce; and the rCllloval and pl.cing, by .ny number, of thofe immcllfe malfes of folid 
rock, which, in fo rough. fco, could alone I.y the foundJtions of fuelt {lupenonus piles 
of buildil)g. would have appeared impoffible to .ny who h.d not before feen or he.r~ of 
fimiJar excl lions of hUlnnn labour and art. 

- • 
This Herculean labour was deemed of fuch n.tional importance, -that the king, who 

had never,before tr.velled to any confide .. bl. di/bnee from the metropolis, took. jour. 
ney 00 purpofe to behold its PI·oglers. Even now, as it might he farn, in its infant Itnte, 
he could not hehold without furprize the Itupendous partS of th.t mighty work which 
:were already IVifihle. The fupporten oftlte moles-were in the form of cones, .ntl of fo 
prodigio\ls • !lull<, th.t the timber COIlfoons in which they were enclof d Were lixty 
F,ench fathoms in diameter 2t the bottom. One of thde wos fuccefifuUy laul)cbed_ 
on ,he t\Venty-~ cond of June-in the king's prcfence, an event which tearedy alforded 
gre.ter joy te. the architec.l, than fati5f.aion to the mon.reb, who did Dot .!tempt to 
conce.l his .lto.,iOlment.t this incredible tlCertion of human !'Ower • 

• 

The proof, afforded by fome of the fiipulations of the Commercial T reaty with Eng
hnd. o( the decre.fe of religious prejudices in France, was happily confirmed by the 
f~bfc'luent tran(aClions of tfle I; refent year . . Infie.d of thofe perfecuting celid. which 

c crown had fOllllerly i!l'ucd og.inll its own fuhjLas, on matten of reJigion, Ihi. pro
ritiou$ period w'" !1gn.lizcd by an arret, inviting Ilrangen, of.1I Chrifiian nations and 
religious J1erfuaOons whatever, to fetlle in the country, enabling them to'jlurchaf.laa4 

.and to enjoy .11 thc common tights of citizen •• 
I t 

• 

-

• 
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Tt .!forded a lingular objea of moral and polili c~1 conlldention, to behold fourteen 
901ft!, from onh Amoric. orrive logethe,· in the harbour of Dunkirk. freighted with 
the families. goods, and property of a colony .o~ Q..uake;s and DaptiCh (the moft rigid, 
perh,ps, in tbeir religious principles of any among the reformcd) who came to fettle at 
th.t place. in a Roman C~thoJic country. and under the gov.mment of the French 
monarch; t"o ciycumlhnces, the .molt dire6\ly oppolite to their ancient rentiment', 
whether political or reli!\ious. Thde people amouMed to about a hundrecl famil ies •• ncl 
were d.!lined to the wofccution of the I'fhaleand at her fi therie •• in which tney had loilg 
been di!linguiilied for their eminence at home. -M. de Cnlon~e had the honl)ur of form
ing the fchelll~, of inl'iting them. and of giving them every encouragement they could 

• 
doOre; particularly ,in every poffiblr. {eeulit, for the prererv.tion of their civil rights alld 
religious freedom. The ruin which befel the Americ.n oil tr.de, and filberiea througla 
their unhappy (eparation from England, alfordod the opportunity on one lid., .nd im.--
pored the oceeffity on the otiter.. • , 

Ano h~r anSt was i{fued a!>out the f.me rime as the EOl'mer, for tlie encournll,ement 'of' 
.rtilh nnd nJ.nufo6\urers of aU notions to fettle io France, by .1I0wing them the fame 
privilegos which they enjoyed in t hei r native c6untries, with exemption s from all dutie~ 
for: limited t'nlt" on .IlY importation of the raw lllateri.1s ufed in their manufaC\uref_ 
.s well as from the p.yment of taxes. and II "erronal duties to them(el'l.es alld thoie 
workmen; Oil thefe conditions they were boqnd to continue for a given number ofyeara 
in tho kingdom. n"d lor t)I' greater rcc!!rity were not to form their fettlemenu within 
f.fen leagues of the (Ionti.r; ~lIt at the eXI,ira tion of rhe prefcri!>"" rerm they Were to 
be at {ullliberty to depart, when, aod in whatevt r ma.nnrr was mo1l: convenient to them, 
:tnd to remove their property as well as their perfon! wherever they {],ould think proper. 
the kipg giving IIp the drqiJ d' Aubain' entirely in their favour. • 

Jr wo-uld h~ .. .been 11 ftr.ngt roJecifm in policy 'to encourage and allure foreign Pro
tefhnts to fettle in the kingdom, without re!loring the numerous natives of that perfun
lion, in fome confider.ble d.gree. lo the rights of citizens. But thou gb tbe king and 
government Rro"zly il\dine.\ togron'! every indulgence to the native Protefiants, !lill :I 

variety of circumfiances concurred to- prevent a complete refiitution of the rights which. 
they (ormerly pofi'df.d. In cafes of this nature, ir will ever be fou nd extremely diffi
cul; to draw fo lhail and equal a line IlC(ween the public rel igi'ous dbbliihmcilt of rhe 

• country, Jnd that wbich is only tol.rated, as can alford rn\! fatisf.6\ion to hoth p3fties. 
The one .. ill. inv:Lriably. regard whatever i. gmnted either os an encro~chmeot on, or 
II endlllgcring its own rights, ... hile the impatience of the other i8 apr to encrear. with 
every .adnntage or bvollr, .nd pafi cooccffiooc only operate 3S a Ilimulus to future CJt· 

crtiAlu-31 a pft)¥OCIlivc 10 fruition lUQ.e perfeCt and complete. 

Somctbin, 



• 

• • 

Som~thlng, "o"e1I~et, was done In f3~t,ur of tbe Ttellc:n Prote(hnu, thougb, prob:lbly. 
JlO! Co mac:h 3S wa, wilhed, 0( evell int£ndotl. The legi timacy o£ tberr mArriages "'~ 
tldmitted, and the rights of illhe"I3I\Oe , onf.quelltly elbblifl)ed, under the condirion of ' 
the former being regifiered in'4tl office ol'Poil'lted for that poq>ofe at the Hiltel de Ville. 
They were likewife permitted to inlHtute places of public worOlip, on condition th ot fucll 
phees fboald bear only the outward appeaT.nce of privatc houfes; in t,hofe they were 
entitled to the free ~xercife of their religious rites, fuhj.el to the fiagl. reftrielion of 
keepillg tbe doors fuut during the fervice. Their ~ftors wcre of eOlllf. exonet:ltcd 
from ·.all tbe penalt'it& preferibe,1 by former Jaws. By this means, 3 conlid.nble opmin/t 
was nlade towards affording relief to tbn numerous body of p ople, who, after all tjle 
J /fes they.had fl1ll:ained by wars, emigrations, and punifb~enl'. ~nd I long ond .c:o(\~ 
(inued '0ru>reffions tbe)! had endured, fiill amounted to a fifth or fixth of the whole in
llabitants.of1the kingdom. thcdowet\ cfiimate! rating their nu.mber at four millious • 

• 
'Some indulgencies were a1fo extended, at t}lis period, to the pe.fantry ill Fr;lOce; that • • 

moil valu.ble order of men, who connitute the found.atio .. oC Arength, wealth, and 
power, ill every community thol po/fe!fes them, and who tqd too long been defpifed 
:md oppre/fed, wilb an equal difregard of natural juftice .Itd political w;fdom, DOl only 
jn France, but in mof! other countries. They were now zelieycd from that intolerahle 
bondage alld cOl1tinued ol'pteilion to which they had fo long been fubjeCled, under the 
arbitrary tlomin tion Qf lnfi:rior mercenary officers-invariably Ihe woril of tyrants 1-
with refpeel to the he.vy laoour to. which Ihey were bound ill the rep.ir and con/huc_ 
tion 0 tbe r.oads l Ithore petty miniilers of tbe civil power, either har.ffing them by the 
moll fbnmelefs extortion of mOlley, which their ponrty cocld fo ill fpare, or compell
ing thell1, in an arbitrary IUallner, to attond with thei r carts and dr.ught cattle to the 
duty of the roads, at feafon. when the ftat. of their crops more peculiarly called rer theh· 
care anel attentjon. ,A new fyllem,,,,.s adopted with r.fpeCl to the roads l Ihe farmers 
were difeh.rged fro.m the duty, and t~e work was to .be performed by labGlllre .. bired at the 
public expene!l. 

• 
An .. Jiel "' .. likewife paired whie!' afforded R {ceurity tnlt WM gTcatly w.nling to the. 

eommunity ;1\ gener.l, but morc particularly 10 the tradin~ and manufaCluring p"rt 
with r-"lpeCk b.,th to their perfons aAd property. Many ~Ities and corporaliona polfeB4 d 
-the mun~jla\ ~uthorilY of .rtelling the perf 001 and detaining the p!"operty o(irangu, 
who call\e ~tat fi.ontly within Iheir jurifdi8:on, for real or pretended charges ofdebt pre .. 
C.·rred .gainil them by perfons at any dillallce, and fometimea in the remoteR: provinccs. 
The. moll doubtful docuillenli were recei.ed as fofficient ground, for thefe .aion.; and 
tbe generalnecelf.ry confequence wa .. thar the defendant, if m from home, ad no pow_ 
erful conn.Clion .t hand, was totally ruilled, at tbe fuit, perltap., of ad _.nown alld all
heard of .?bintilf. before he could fiad means to elttricatc bis petfon or property. The 

coon_itT 

• - • 

• 



• 

1786.J 
• • 

129 LEWlS TH~ SIXTF,BNTH. , 

enor~ity was (0 gloring. tlU! its exillenee for any length of rime would appear almoll in
credible, if fimilar inlhnces of the 10llg fuffennee of evil. through the fupillenef. of 
rulets. nnd the dcred of fpirir or power in the injured, had not bc>cn obfervablc in .11 

• 
countries; it was now, howeyer, abolilbed, and thia .crying gri vance effedually 
rcdrtlred'. 

But though thefe edids evineeu 3 IIrong difpolitioll in the government to alle"i,te the 
dill. fs •• nd promote the profperity of the fu~jed, yet Ivere the people but l ittl e inclined 
to fubmit to thofe b\lrlhens which the lituation of the kingdom rendered indifpenfably 
neeerr ... y_ When the edid for rcgillering the loan at the cOllclulion of the preceding 
),car, which amoulued to the fum of three millions. tbree hundred and thilty thoul«nd 
pound" was prcfenud to tbe parlialJlent of l>.ris, the murmurs of the people, and the 
rCOlonll rallces of that a/l'elllbly. feemcd to threaten a determined rcli anee to the mea
(urc. The king, however. lignilied to the feleel deputation th~t IVert cOlOloillioned to 
con yey thei r remonlhances to the throne, Ih.t he expeaed to be obeyed withowt f3lther 
<lcby; accordingly the royal mandate was complied witb, and the ceremony ofthe\e_ 
gillralion took place on the next day; but it ,:ns accQITIP3nied with a refolutiQn, import. 
ing that public ~conomy was the only genu",e fouree of abundant reven ue, the only 
means of providing for the necelli ties of the fiate, and relloriog that credit "hieh "aa 
almon annihilat d by fre.quent borrowing. 

As foon '5 this pl'oc~edjng was knowl', the k iug required the a!lcndance of the grand 
<leput.tion of p3lliameot; he crafell from their records the Tefolurion th.lt had l>cen 
adopted, and ob(ery.d. dur, though it was his plc.fure that Ihe parliament filould com
municate, by its refpeelful reprereolations, \Vb.tever migltt iJllcrell the good of the pub~ 
lic. yet he neycr would coruent that they 1b9uld fo for abufe his cOlllide!).e aod clemency 
as to erea then,fe!yes into the cenfors of his adminillration ; he expeeled in ( .. :nre that 
they {llouid confine their exprellions within the limits of wifdom .nd loy ~lty I he de
clared himfclf fOlisfied with the condutl of the comptroller-general. and detetmined on 
,no account to fufFer groundlcfs aQPrebenlions to interfere with thofe planl which had for 
their excluliY~ objea tbe good of the {bte and the eafe of the nation; and, more Ilrong
Iy ~ mal'k his d, rl'le~fure at their exp?nuhtions. be direded the di(miffion from futller 

1 It i. worthy of remark, inArmuc:b as it exhibits a (Illtular aud unexampled ioilanee of dUDce in t.bo (c1ul. 
menta of the Weilern worlcl, that tho Royal Academy or SciencCI at fads tNI year elotlelJ, u one of th,lt (onlllll 
corl'lrrondcna., a Mr. Linel, :. (roe Btac.k, of tho IOe of France, who had diftiul\lilbcd him(cll by a (eria o( cu. 
riou. a4d cxlr.mely wcU.cah;ubted mcttoroiC)tical ob(ervation ; (bu. breflkin, down, in (ome dC.tfQ!, tbo Jir,,", 
..aad long.e:JUbbOled une of dUlinlUon N:(weeo coJours, nd holdin, out encoul'1(CmtOl W (\lCllro Aid ,. to 
1I,,'ato pllllowpby nd the (cienee , by tbewhl( them that ,tit wll1 was opened CO oaudcn,jw hoooUJ ,WM fCr 
.. erued, "u.~j)ut any reFel to Ole 'OUO('1 01' Jutural hue of the inlcolous J1roticient. 
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fel'l'ic<; of one ,of their officers who had appeared moll aClive in for,,:nr(Iing. tlle I.lte 

refolution. • 
" , 

Thc;>ugh monfieur -de Calonoe could f10t f,lI to be highly Mucred by the ,pprobatioll , 
and fupport of his fovereign , y,et th e OPPOlilioll of the par liament, at a period when their· 
allifi.nce was peculiarly nec'tlf.ry, Jllonified him moll fcnlibly. T he alarming fiate o( 
the nnances demandtd t he .moll ferio us attent ion, The taxes, though n umerous, IV cre , ' 

wholly unequal to .~"e fupply of the corre nt expen~es of the fl.o te, and to the difchargc' 
of the ioterell or annuities rifing on .the va rious (unds, T 'he expeudilUt'e of courle great
Iyexceeded the revenue'; and, as new funds c~ uld not be raif(Od, recClurfe was had to the 
defper.te meafure of withholding tbe p.)!ment oft~e . unuiri.s to the puhlic creditors. 
for a (um equal t9 the amount of ti: de ciency. Tbe dill l'efs and calamity occalione 
thereby to nunlbel s of peopl,e, excited great difcontent,,; and t he murmurs were eocreaf. 
cd by the undue preference fUl'pofed to be gi~n to tl!bfe ,clalfes wbor~ paymen ts wele 
notllopped., " 

• 

• The crown, with refpeCt to all thl( l~y within .i ts OlVn immedi~te cognizance and , 
• power, aCled the nollien part during this il~te of public embarralfement and diflref;. 111- . 

capable of comprehending the complicated details, and the perplexed firuotioll of, the
nationpl fi nan ces, the king endeavoured to allct~a l" Ihe dillrelf<lS of the ptCple, by cur ... _ 
tailing t'he, expences of his court, houlh<?1d, an~ evell of his royal perfon, But though 
\!befe redu.ct'ons were fo grt.t as to Irench deepl y .upon theJoog·ena blilhed fplendour of 
the crown, anu thouglrthe favings were accordingly very confiderable, yet they fliled or 
anfwering the patriotic. and generous intention of' the monarch, when plunged into the
abyfs of· public debts, del1lands, and necefUties. The free gifts granted ~y the clergy, 
and other public bodies. produced 3S little pe rmanent eR'cCl; and, amidft the I)lultitudeo£~ 
demands, could (carc; ly ~lford relief to any pecuniary nece/{ity. of the COUIt. , 

TJ1,efe circumllances, with the alarming clamour and difCootent--which they pro,Iuced, • 
rend rcd"h. adoptiol1 of fome fpeedy and deci/ive mearyre iodi{p~nfa61y requ i/ite:' The 

• It Ippoart, (rom tbe ftatemcnt annexed to M. de Ca1on ne'. (( Requal. :au Roi," pobl ifhed in t781( that in the

year 1,83) the Cltp(Sl\uiture exceeded the revellu,e, eighty millions of livres l in ,,84, eiJht)£,.live millions I in 178.5, 
Qno hundrotl illion. j and in t786, ono bundrell :lpd twelve I1'Hilons, or upwarJ, of four mi1tions fix huntlr04 
and (lltl!' .. Jix tboulllnd -pae,nd. ftcrhn«; and tbAl in order to cover this deficit, to pa, otl the oa., debt, \\' h~h aloo.e 
exceeded nlnc rgillions l\c:r1ins, ;md ()th~r mttr:\ordinarx expenee ,incurred bf the late war, aad (mc. du~pe2Ce, fix 
bundred and fifty mi1lions of livres, or upwards of twel\')'~(even mi,Uont, ei,hty .. tbree tboufand pound, Aorllo(, . 
had been borrowed within tbe (pace of three yean. Thls circumlbnce aro(c from the extreme unwJUingnef, oC . 
the-kint to impo(c additional burthens on the people, and his cOll(equont atuncty to protraS: tbe evil bO\lt, u lon, 
.. poffible j-2ft injudloio~ Me:l(U'~. thougb prJceediog from the bolt or motiVC$. 't ll a raurLable ratt-but oct 
lti'0rcfingul:\r than true-lh;ttbe hlunauhy of th is unfortUnate princet :llmoft invariabJYI proved prejudu:t:l! lO lui 
own illItr n lUI~ bapj>inoll, lUId ~ot onlrcquenlly det(jm .... l in its .tr.a" to .b. w.lr~r. of (be /la(O. 

c~own , 
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.otowI\:, wearied out by the repeated faiJure awl d;£.ppointm~nt which it had, iKl'erience<i
in the fchemes an.d un,dertak,ings of mini./lers, and 6ndi/lg ill dij!iculties every day en
~reafing, and bec\,ming more infupportable, deurmined atlen!:th to throw itfelf upon tbe 
~ffcction anti wif,lom of the nation for Luccour ~nd fuppon. Though this [alutary mea
fure was propoJed by M. de Calon.ne, it was adopled by the king wilh (0 gQOd. a grace, 
that it [eemed to flow fponta neouOy from his own good difpofition and will; and it would. 
have proved a moil happy eirel/mOance (or F ronce-had rhe known bow to profit by it
that ber prefent monarch ne~ther polTelT he obOinale, overbearing, arbitr.ry temper of 
(ome of his predeccrfors, IIDr had configned hi. power into the hands of millrelfes an~ 
favouri.t~s, and Cuffered his mind. to be corrYPJec!. by the vanily and plea Cures of a yolu.\'_ 
tuous court. 

The pecuni~ry difficulti-. of tht fiate have, ill many countrie., re"der~d it necetTar,.. 
,for monarchs to apply to the colleaive feCources ~nd collealve coun.ils of the nation. 
The modification of regal authori ty, and the admi!Iion of the public into a participatioll 

·.of that authority, has generally been attended with c.onrequencu eary and bappy lo both. 
Few kings, however, have had recourfe to this expedient until they had exbaulled every 

, ellher Ipeans of fupply; they moll: commonly confulted their fubjea. afler the adoption 
• 

of irregular or violem meafurcs for encreafing the revenue they already polfelred, anel 
.thlls JQIl the merit of a generou •. reliance on tl1e a{'{lrobation and ' afTe61ion of their peo
ple, feeming ratber to -be driven to them by necelIllY, tban to be turned 10 t.hem througlJ 
choice. This was not the cafe with t~e prefent government 01 France. Littlerefort, 
in ~omparifon with tbe exaClions of former reigns, bad been bad 10 compulfory loan., 
arbitrary extenUoll of taxes, alt~ration i.(l, (he value of the coin, or to anr of thofe modeJ 
of violen~e and chicano which h~d been fo f~cquent y "dopt.d by th e French monarchs. 
On the contrary, from the moment L~wis the Sixteenth tul ned hi' allention ferioufly 
to the improvement of his revenue •• the objea had b~Cll to ellablifh Ii "~/j. IIf publie 
credit. This waf begun, a. we have before A!ewn, under the adminifiraliob ~r Mr. 
Neckal, by a general expo(ure of the linances. Tb,!! public were fIJlemnfy called in to 
the council 01 the monarch ; ~nd deli red 10 judge for tQem{, Ive. in • concem of (ucb 
IIreat and general i,uportance. . A great fiep, not to the forma bu~ to the fubfianoe 0 

public liberty, ~ nd. perhaps, tbe gre~teCl advance that ever was made by a king· toward. 
'lbe ellablifhment "f a free conClitution. Wilh more or lcf. regularily, th i.! CyClem had 
been purfuecf ever lince, until, by ill natural operation, combined with the growing n 
<elIiues of tbe government, it led to tbe) caUing of the afTembly of the N'1a6UI, and, 
frqm -thenee, to a more univerfal application to the ftnfe of tbe 9ation. 

The writs for caUing togemer the 3lfcmbly of the Notables-whofe objea n o ufe th~ 
loVords of M. de Cdlonne) was to enlighlen the nation witli regard 10 the lIale of Ihe jj. 

~ces. and .e iulpref. on the mind, 01 the people tbe necemlY 01 a Jlrong and elli£aciou. 
Rz R=~ 
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remedy for the diforders that prevailpd therei n "-we,'e daled on the twenty-ninth of De-
cember, 1786; they were add rdfcd to [even princel of ,be blood, nine du1:e. and 'peer$ 
of France, eight fie ld-martllJ l ~ , tw.enty -.two noble., eight cQunfeliors of frate, four 
lIIaficrs of requefi., eleven prelates, thirty-feve n of tlie heads of the 13,)" twelve deputies 
of the Pays d'E/al, the JieutcnaOl.civil, and twenty.five magiltrates of tbe different 
tow-" of the kingdom. The· number of members wa; ona hundred and forty- lour; and . 
the twenty-ninth of Janua ry, J 787, was the day appointed for their Qpeniilg 

A. D, J787.J The lickner, and death of M. de Vergennes, a minifte( whofe political 
intrigues and extenfive vic,~s , joined to a very inl.im~te kno,,:ledge of ~he refpca~ "e 
ftrengfh or weaknefs of foreIgn ftates, and of thofe ,nvdible fprong. 01 aatOn by which 
they might be fwayed or divided , rendered his 10Cs, at this critic~ 1 p,eriod, or the utmo(V 
confequeuce to the ftate. occ.lioned the meeting of the a(fembly to be poflponed to tbe ' 
twcnty-fec~)JId of February. In the mean time, the . mar<jllis de Montmorin , who had 
been long ini tia ted in the 'politi cal principles and deugns of the count de Vergennes, was. 
a.~ his o"[n fpecial recommendation, appointed to be his fucce!fo(.aa miniiler tvr foreign 

a/fairs. 
. . . 

The king went in the greatell ,magnificence, accompanied by the princes of the b~oocl, 
and attended by all the great officers of tbe fiate andhouJhqJd, to dignify the opeDlng of -
the new aJrembl y of the Notables. . • - . 

• . 
J Ii layi ng belore this body the various malters which were to become the fubjcCls oE 

their deliberation, it was nece(fary that tbe minifier fhould g've ; fatisfaaory explanation 
9£ thofe cauCcs which opened the way to. tbe prefent ftate of public embarraffment and 
dillrcf~ . In doing this. M. de Calonoe, with proper addrefs, endeavoured to make a fa
vourable impreffiun on the minds of his audience. by exhjbiling the pleau"g and bright 
fide of tbe piaure, berore he was under the nec~ffity of difplaying the reverIe, Witb 
this view, in his introduRory fpeech, he enumerated toe various great and glorious, as 
"ell as the patriotic and. beneficial a&s. of the prefent reign: in this fun:.nlary, he parti
cularly afcribed to tbe king the creation of a marine wll'ich had rendered the French flag 
univerfally refpeEted.,and ihc proteaion and confirmation of the liberties of a New 
World, which, in conreq~encc oJ its feparation from a riva' powe~. was now become "
friend 3llU ally : afler having terminated an honourable war by a folid peace, his majelly, 
he averred, bad p~oved ~imrelf worthy to pe confidered as the moderator of all Europe: . 
he had not then given htmfcl[ up to a barren jnaaion; he was too {enub!e how much f 
fiill remained to be done for the happinefs of his fubjeaa; and the a/furing to his people 
a Cree and extenfi,'c commerce abroad, the procuriug a good adminiftratioD athome, with , 
tho encouragement and efiablilbment of urdul artl and manufa6lu-. wr.rc the objaa. 

9 Rcqnc\c I\n Roi,p. J3~. ' 
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of his ilwariable purruit. and (bould evec continue the point to which his views would 
be direa. d. The new treaties of commerce. concluded ~vith Holland, Etlglaud , and , 
Ruffia, were 'alclduced .s illuflrations of thefe paGtion, • 

• 

After tb is exordium. whir.b he dwelt on with complacency, the mininer bad to reverfe ' 
tbe fcene, and exhibit the dark fide I)f the piaur.. He. accordingly, entered into long 
details. to Ibew the deplorable nate' in which he found theJioanccs, when ne wa$ called . 
to the bead of that department, at the conclufion of the Amedonn war. A van unfunded 
debt; all annuities and interefl greatly in aH~ar; all the cofTOt's empty.; the public tloch 
hUen to . th~ loweLl point; circulation- inte"[~pted, and oil credit and con5d~"ce de
£Iroycd. He then Dlewed th~ meafure. whicb 'h. had purfueJ. and tl)c happy ' e/fetts 
they had produced-fo I", as his mC'T\S coulcil reacll-in remedying this complication of 
evil~. Through thefe efForts public credit was re·etlablifhed, the !lock! brought a fair 
price at market, mOlley waS plentiful, and the Caiffi d' Eft.mpte had nolY feuled its credit 
upon a firm bafis. Great and expeofive public work" of the utmollnational importance 
and urility. had li~ewir.-been undertaken, abtl were now far advanced towards comple
tion; it would be needlefs -to repeat to that .rrembly what had been done, and was doing. ' 
with IefpeEt to tbe-harbours of Cherburgh, Havse, Rochelle, and Dunkirk • 

• 
But with all th efe pleafant circumliances and favourable appearances, aD evillliJl re

mained behind of Ihe mofl alarming al1d ruinous nalllre : an evil wbrch mull every yoar 
enereafe in its magnitude, and, at length, become latal in it. effea. if nOt timely coifect, 
ed: this \Va. tbe great annllal deficiency of the public revenue, with rcfpect to tile fup
ply of the eurrem p~bl ic expellee. -It was an evil which went fat: beyond (he reacb or 
mininers, and bamed all fc hemes of indufiry and economy. Eternal borrowing would 
neceffarily operate as an eternal aggl'avatioQ. of the evil; .. dditiollaL "xe, would opprer., 
the people, whom the king molt anxioufiy wilbed to relieve; anticipation Oil the rcve
Due of (ubfequent years had already .been carried to a ruinotts extent; and with refpeQ: 
to economy, and the reform of e!,pe~ces , the king hod alteady, not only in his boulbold. 
hut in otber department., carried thefe points as rar as could be done witholll weakening 
tbe llatc and government. It was ' hen iii tbe reform 01 "bufcs, that the king and his 
miniflers trufled p':'lcipally to find 'refouree. for e"oner.ting tbe crown and the nation 
{Jom this intole rablegricvance and evil. In .tbe abufes Ihemfelves would be found. great 
fund which -the king had a right to reclaim. This was II fubjeCt. tbe Vnport.nce of 
which lIe<:eJ[arily demaoded all the colle&ed wifdom, attention. a\ld fagacity of the 
aJfembly, and it was accoraingly recommeud¢, in the firongeft term', to tbeir delibc-
1';I(ion. 

• • 
Tbe four pr~cipal objeCts to wllich t.!le attention o'f the arrembl), was iuvited, ana.on 

'Whicb the a.inifter had placed a ~~.eat reliance for tbe redreC. of thofe evil. Oil which 
he 
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ne had /hongty expa.tiated. were-The el1abli/bm~nt of a g~r.il nd equatlaild lax. 
frolU bien no rank or order of men was to be exempted: tbe polTeUiolls of the clergy, 
and their el<emption from imports: thee /late of internal tax tion : and the rai ling o£ 
money by mortgagioi the demefne lana. vf the crown. But tbe gr,and and elTentil1l ob. 
jca of reform. and that whiGh the COU1't nad particularly at heart. was an equalization. 
of Ibo public burthens. by rendering lite taxes general . whieh would bave made tbem 
.bearable. and comparatively cafy. inftead of their fa ll ing upon the lower and moll ufe-

ul claRe. of the people, to the difcouragcmcnt and ruin of enterpri ~e and induftry.. 
whether with refpeEl: to manuIaClures or agric~lturc. The ancient nobility and clergy 
had ever been Jree from all public alTelI'ments. and. con lidering Lbis as o.ne of their moll: 
dininguilhed privileges, it was of couree th~ moll: difficult to be roogned. Had thc evil 
.great as it undoubtedly ~as ,. gone no fartl~er, i.t might ~ilJ.'perhaps, have been pat ie? tl)' 
endu'red,(rom the mlfcblef II produced . bemg con.6ned wlthm certam fixed and cufiomaty 
Jimits; but through the Illameful cunom offelliog patents of nqbility. fueb crowds Qf 
new nobl Oe Ilarted up, that every province in the kingdom was fill ed wit,h them; for the 
lirfl obj eCl with Lbofe wbo had acquired, fortunes rapidly, by whatever means, was, nex t to 
the purchafe of an, eft.te, tbat of a pate nt, which" bcude. [he gratification of a vanity So ~11-
culiarly predominant with fuch peoplt. ~{forded an exemption to them .and [heir polleriJv' 
{"Olll a I?roportionable contribution to th~ exigencies or the Cl:ate. or from alleviati ng the 
diftrelfc. Qf I he public which many of them had conll'ibuted to augment. The magif_ 
trates, likewife, throughout the kingdom. wbo were exceedingly numero us. enjoyed tbeir 
!hare of tbefe exemptions I fo tbat the great \~eigbt of (he taxes {ell upon \)lote who w.c:t. 
l'be leaft able to bea r thct\l. 

That :wCbing-could be more juft and noble (ban ihe projeCl of equalizing the publ~ 
burthens, was unqueO:ionably true; but how the miniJler could hope for fuceds in 
meafu re which required the f.nClion of thofe very perfon s who were imnl diately inte
Tened in oppofing it cannot cafily' be conceived. The event was fuch a.o might ballO 
heen. expeCled; the mon decided. op,pofi tioo appeared in [be alTembly ; the very neceffity 
lot the relorms fo /lrenoouOy nrged by M. deCalonne was denied by thofe in wbom per
fonal interell: fUl'elfeded every other confid eration + and tbe fiatemenl of the finances, 
which dl/f"red, in fome points, from the Compte Rend,. of M . Neckar. wa! oppofed by 
monfieur de llrienlle, arebbilhop of Touloufc, (the friend of that 6naneie;) whore attl
iJition led bim to ; fp.ire to the place now occupied br M. de Caloobe, 

But the. t nemie. of t)le mininer. not contellt with ar~aigning his underll«nding, irq
.lIe ached his integrity ; .lid the oount de Miralieau, who. in Ihe fubfequent events of tile 
sevoluion, is denined to appear in a veryconfpicuoulligbt, did not feruple to rank tbe 
.comptroller-general among tbofe fordid wretches, who preferred Lbeir fortune to tbeir 
,hOllour i he added, that all his operations bore Lbe !tamp of defpotifm iihd pcrfotW .,,~. 

~ercft , 
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tereP."f' and he called up~n the Notables, to add refs Iheir fovereign in the honen langua~e 
of tru th .• . Let them tell him," faid be, "th~1 a mall wbo, \IIa efir.nged from every 
'1 principle ot good faith, of fideli l),: ·in engagement., of re[peEl 10 properly, was unlit 
.. to be enlfllfi~d with the direElion of commerce: of cOlltraEls, and of law. Let them 
" iell hi01, tbat pliancy of. fpirlt. facility , of lludy, cprreElnefs of /lyle, the elegance of 
.. his preamble" tbe charm, 'of his elocution. were but fo many new crime' ill a mini
.. fler, who developctl> with !kill. tbe principles of an honell policy, and 'eluded and in-, 
' ! fulteg tliem in hi, praElice." But the petulant inveClives of • man whofe neglel:lj 
and violation, ~f all focial, moral. an d religious dutie~> ,vere proverbial, would have 
llad little elrea on the reputation 'of de Calonn~, had not a combination of cou
<;.urting events giv 11 force to the arguments. and efficacy to the mcafurcs, of bi, ad. 
verfaries.. . . 

.The united efforlS of the nobilily. the clergy, and the magillracy, wcr. fuccefsfully 
<;xcrt>!d to promote tbe del\ruElion of a man who bad conceived the falutary projea of 
deilro)'ing fuch 01 their pri,vileges as were llO/l;ile 10 the public welfare. The people 
were brou ht to believe. that he intended to. load them with new talle.; and thus tI e 
blind and giddy multitude '(Jer rendered innrumental to the ruin of the 6rrt mini(\et 
wbo had. e,·er attempted to do them any eITential fervice. Such has in generaJ,'but un
fortunately, been the reward of thofe who- without having cfiablifhed a previous conli:: 
dct)c~, whicb is indeetl, Mt often gained without the aid of l'ome. fpe cioUll dcception_ 
Ii,,"e' ~tempted . to ferve the public 'at large . • EffeCtuJI mcafures. werc, at the fame li'me, . 
ufttd for diOlinifhlng the king's' confidenr.e in the mininer. which would, probably. ,llavc 
been [ufliciontly {haken, without fueh i!ludious atL~ lf\pts, by the pu blic clamour. , - . 

, " M. de Calonne, finding it impolIillle to fiem the torrent, or in any m nner to fcreen 
IHm foif from the obloquy. which waS direEleu ag.inft Illm 'from all quarter_. llct only 
found it neee{J'jlfY to refign his office; in ti,e middle of the fi iting of the Notable" but to 
retire to Engl$od for Tcluge, from thi. 11:0rm of pprfccu,;olJ, which he faw galileJ'ing 
with "fbe moli maligoautafpea, Thi event, LOok!,l"ce on the twelfth of April, and, af.; 
ter fome temporary appointment!. th archbilhop of Touloufe. was, in the month of May, 
appointed to the vat>nt ollice of comptroller-general of the finances. ' 

. 
While the mind of l ew;s was allidlloufly occupied by the rifing fpirit of difcpntenlat 

borne, h i. I':ew ally, the republic of Holland. ' preftOted a fcene 'of anarchy and faaion. 
that called for hi. moll ferio us ~tention. The prince 01 Orange had been Ilripped of alt 
authori ty, by Ibe adverfe party. who. forgetful of, the obligalion~ they, owed to hisillu/hi- _ 
ous ancdlors. to whom they were inaeble~' for tlie dlabli(}1Jn~nt of tll.ir independcnce, 
qcltlte fecUl:ity of their freedom. had redu~tl him-tO the llcceffity of flying Jrom the Hague, 
8lld retllra/Dg 10 ~imegueD , wbere- he 1l1;iintained the {had "IV of a ,ouro; yet feeble as 
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1,1$ influehce might ~ppear in the ullited provi nces, he w~s flill formidable (rom hil 
powertul cOI~lleCliolls. His 6,o:hcr.in.la\v, the new king of Pruflia. for Frederjc th. 

, Great had elofed bis long and fplendid <;fIreer, wa. indef.tigoble in bis efFoTts [0" prol~ote 
the interells ~f the Stadt.holder, and had oJl'crcd, in concert with France, to undertake 
the arduous tafk of compofing the differences which diftraClcd the rellublic. , 

- The court of Verf.illes had, hefore this period, prefented ,to th e Ibres, by way of pre. 
clution, a mem\> rial couched in very eq uivbcal terms, i ll which, after mallY profefliolls, of 
fricndlhip. rrgard, and atrachmellt, th, king of France declared ,his wi/hes to fee thoCe 
abules reformccl, which had occnC,olleu interual diltenDOlls in the republic, andohferveu. 
Ihat he {hould be haPIlY to fee frnnq\,illity relloJ:cd upon the truc principles of its con. 
fiitutiqn; but that, without pretellding to interfere with the intern;!1 gOI'emment of the 
feven provinces, he would, on tbc-contrJTY. ufc biG .u~1ll0n endeavours to preven t tbeir 
high mightindres, from being troubled from wirhput, as wtll as wi1hir; it was now 
dee'lled expedient to adopt .• different tone, ."nd ,the prOI,or~lof the king of P,uflia being 
embrnced, with apparent cordiality, monG.ur de Rayne.. I, who h.d a1re~dy acquired 
conflder.!)le credit in negociation, particulary in concluding the lale treaty of com· 
merce with Ells)nnd. w~s appointed to be tloe reprefenta1ive of Lewis, in the office of 
llicdiation. 

But rair and fintter,n g as thefe appearan.ces were, it "'as little boped hy thofe, \vho , 
look.ed c10fely into the Hate and nature' of tbings, 'lhat ,this negoeiatioll 1h0uld prouuce 
the elfcCl: fa ardently wilhed for by ,every true friend to the republic. Th~y could lIot 

believe that France, who they ktleW to be not only the nurfe, protecrrcfs, and encourager 
,of ,the adyerfe f.Clion, but to b.wc been tne prime fomellter and inlligator of all their 
violences. {\\Ould now at once uodo the efieCls .{If all her former craft and labo ur, by b,· 
coming the in{lrulllen! of refloring tl,e prince of Orange to allY thing lle<lt:. that Ih.re of 
weight and power which be "'efore beld in the republic. This would !lave been to raCl i
!Ice her own immediate interells to' the gratific3tiol~ of the PrulTiaJl monarch. to aballdoll 
one of the dearelt ohjeCls of her policy, to mifs the.only 0PPQrtu,lit tInt bad ever oc-

, cu rred of iler elbblilhing a fupreme,. .lId permanent controul in tbe .ffairs oi tbe repuhlic. 
and (or ever to ).ofe, witlJout benefit or elrcCl:' all that gold which flle had, for feveral 
yeaIS, k> proiufely bellowed in fup~orting her i.\fluclIce in 1-1o'lI31)d, and in feeding the 
contention. This was a fouree of expellce, fo abundantly fapplied, th.t a wrirer, wbo 
appears. to have pofielTed I'cry anufa.1 foulces of information, .wd more than a com
mOlllhare of political ·3el1l)10n. has ventured lo allen, Ihat olle h.lf of )ier money tbul, 
etpended, if ,it !'ad been ' properly applied in the Sudt-holdet'. court, would bave pro
~uccd an infiuenee there, infinilely more bendic;'11 in adl'ancing and elbbli(h;ng II r pUl'

pores, than any thing.lhe derived, or could derive, [rom the fervices 'of lhe rrpublicaa 
l!aders, all whom it was bellowed". 

10 Introdl.1i!lion to tJ)C- Billory uf lllc D\:IfCh Ropublir, p. :':2. 
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It was contended" that fucli 3 coincidence on the part of Funce wil'l. lhe view. of 

the king of Pruffi. would not ' merely be a dereliaion of the enufe and party which n,e 
1 •• /1 fo long ~fpou[ed , but a {can,dal us ,aa of tre.el,ery. She had urged them to the 
,adopli,on of villl,"'t and indefenlible ~e'furcs, a;,d confcquently involvci,1 them ill ci,'cum
fiances of great a,anger; ~nd now to aba~don them ill the inllant of their warmell hopes, 
when the obj.a of their long and mutual purfuit feemed nearly wit in their grafp, 
would /hock the fee:ings of ,,11 mank ind, anel appear alike fooli/h "nd infamous. The 
crooke~ policy which.Ole 'had 00 long purfued, by which n •• became to 1> confidercd as 
the common di(\urbcr of the tr3nq'uillity of Europe, "pd a$, facrilieing aU· faith and prin
cip'e to her own advantage, had been the ",eallS of invol villg her in the gr aterl ciifficllJ. 
ties and mo'fr clangerous fltuation,. fo .tbat hoI' very (xiIlenee at olle time fec:lled little • 
lcfs than Irulted to the chance of a die. She feemea of late, it wa, fnitl, to adopt a f; irer' 
policy, alld to bc frudious of t~3blilbing a different chardaer; hltt if Ibe relapfed now, 
jt wo~ld have a worfe drca than merely overthrolvillg what nIt hau I.itheno dOlle for 
t hat purpofe. 

The .evel)! fOQI1 confirmed the opinion of th9fe who hael p14ceel n" confidence ill the 
{ueecfs of the prefent negocrntion. The t.rtllt fough~ to be impofed on the St,Ulholdcr • 

, by ~he repUblican faa ion were filch,' as, if'granted, nHlfl: have c~ml?letely [.cured to 
France that .fcendaney ill the coullcils of Holland which it had been hor conil.tll obj ea 
t o obtain ;, but howey r unequal the prioce of Orange might. be confidered to the difficul
ties that furl' uoded him, every deficienc'y w .. fupl'lied by the genius, the fj,irit, and the , 
~hilitics"lfhis royal conforr, who infle ibJy a~hcl'ed to the refolution lh~ h~d (ormed, 
not to facrifice, to the f, ditious efforrs of a f.aion, '~y of the Jawful rights thaI had 
~lecn attached to the office of Stadtholder. IIf. de R~yl'leval, finding .11 his infidious cn
deavours thus completely frullratc<l; broke ofF, in an ,brupt manhor, the ~orJefpondellce 

which had l~en mainuined between the Hague bnd Nimeguen, and returllcra .~ l' . ri . 
about the mjddle of ]anuilry, 1787. 

, 
The failure of t.his treaty procl~ccid, betwe~n the contending paniel, the ,utIl10~ acri-

mony of'recri, i".nlion, and the greatdr ' bltterneCs of teproach. On the fide ofthq 
St. dtllolder, it was entirely .retined to the prccipitnte arrogance. th~ haughty ., ,:8 atjoll 
of r pcriority, anp the' imperious fpiri! 0 the French minifl:er. It was fai~, t.hat he 
would lill.n to no terms but thofe he prefcribed kimfo Lf, or fuch a. were diel .. t d by 
the ouverfc f.a' on ; Ihat h appt:;lred rather as the chofcn advocate of Ihat pJrty, ,b . n in 
t he chirXler of a comlllon friend, or a cool aM impartial mediator: tb.r he ,,,tber 
reomed to conudel' the. St~d'holder' as a goilt y pC! fon . illterc~djl\g for f3'o u'; aud forgive
nd's. than as • prrnec, who was placell :'y the em itutiorl 3t the h •• d of l ' h~ repaLlie, 
"biminI) his jUlllight~, and dem "ding red refs fol' the inJUI'ici he had i'uiluined • 

• 
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On Ihe other lide, it was inlilted, wilh great warmth, th.t the failure of fuccefs pr~ 
ce ded entirely from Ihe lnfl 'xible ohninacy of Ihe court of Nimeguen. Tlw, far from: 
paying any der"rence to the ftates of HolI.pd, who were his lawful fovert is" , tbe Stadt
bolder had inlifted, in the mon peremptory monner, UpOIl every pnlt of his claims, {bew

ing no greater difpofirioll to relax in the mon illconGderahle than in the mQn mattria~ 
articles: th .. he difpl. yed no willingnefs to accommodate himfelf to tht unfortunate fitu
ation in whirh he was in'olved, nor to the temper .nd ci"cumftances of the limes: tb.t' 
he had not O,ewn the (mallen reb ret (or any of the unjuniJiable mo,furcs ioro which he 
had been precipit.teJ, but on the cOlltrary, feemed difpofed pertioaciou/ly to"fupport and 
defend them to the loft: .nd, in a word, rhat a fingle conceffion had not even been hint
ed.t from his court; but Ihat .11 the ~dvaDces which had hocn made, and all the in
Ilances of moderation, at any times given, had been difplayed by the State5 \!f Holland. 

It was about this period that the republican part}' brought forward the propofal of 
Jlril'ping the Stadt holder of thofe great offices of which he had Dot yet been defpoil d 
in the province of Holland; the quefiion was agitated with th~ utmon warmth and" 
acrimony for two fucceffive days; but thole who had propofed it found, to their furptize, 
the oppofition fo ~ rrnidable, and the .fpeet ot the independent members fo doubtful, Ihat 
they did not choof. to haurd the deeilioD of a vote. 

It is highly probable, that the nbrence of Van Berkel, the firll pen60flary of AmJier
dam;greatly contributed to this defeat; he hat long been the oracle and foul of the re
publican party, and was well qualified, by his various tal,ents and endowments, to become 
the leader. of a faCtion: hi. ambitioo was boundlef., but his luft of wealth even ex
ceedfd his love of power, end, nimuJated by avarice, he had facrificed hi. influence at 
home to the luerative appointment of reprefenting tlie republic: al mioifter to the United 
Statel of America. 

_ The abfence of this celebrated demagogue tended to em~r .. (' the counfe16 of hi. par. 
ty. whofe fituation now became extr mely critical. 10 all their late meafu,,,. they h.ui 
been comple! Iy folled. In the fen ate of AmA.rdam their in8uence wa. loll; in that 
of Rotterdam they had been out-voted by a confiderable majority; the provinces of Zea
laud. t rie/l.nd. Utrecht. and Guelderlaod, were decidedlyagaini them; and they 
were now left In a minority in the a{fembly of the Stalel of Holland; fo that Ihe {mall 
ptovinc~, of Groningen and Ovcry{fej alone remained fir.nlr atrached.fo thens. 

Convinced by th~ Gtuation of their affairs, tbat their .. ery exiJlenee, u • party, de
pended on the adoplion 'of,OIe;j'urea Ibe mon prompt and dec.i6ve, they detcnninedto Ja, 
afide all JPpea mee. of moderation, and 10 bring mattcrs to a criii.. For tbi. purpor. 
they had r<,o urfe to the turt.ulent multitude. Alfocialion. were formed, and Urge fwllt. 
~f Dloney fllb(cribed I and the burghers, provided with arms, foon proceeded to .a of 

, ~~ 
• 



.. • 
_ t7ST.] LEWIS 'l'HJ1; SI~'I'EIlNTR. 

open violence and out rage. At R otterdam the), furrounded the I'enat'e-hour", 'CQlnpelled 
the fen.te to depore f~ ve!l of their body, . whom they conliclcred as mon adverfe to tht.ir 
dcligns; .nd, veiling their violence under the form of an ele~Hon. they filled the vacallt 
places with fe.en of the moft zealous of their OWl) party; and as the, degraded fenaror, 
'comprifed tile deputies of the city in Ihe a!fembly of the provincid fi~t s, the reprefe,,_ 
tation of Rotterdam Ivas of courfe totally changed. 

J 

On the very fame .day that ' the fen ate of Rotterdam was purged, in tbis fummary 
m'q,ncr, by the armed bUl'ghers, fimilar meafures were purfued by their turbulent br~_ 
thron at AlDft~rdam. They furrounded the fenate·houfe betimes in the morn ing, and the 
ufFrightcd m.gif1.rntcs entered into ~ negotiation with them, which was protraCled till the 
evelling; when, finding that they had no alternatiye, they IVcre obliged to rubmit to the 
deln~nd of the,burghers, by declaring that nine members of their ,lfembly, whom the 
republ ican parr y had profcribed, had ab<\icated their offices. Among t"ef~ vi~tns to the 
revolution, we'e threc deputie~ to the .trembly of the provincial fi ates. who had lately 
voted . on fomc occaf.oo, 00 the fide of the Stadtholdcr. At the fame time that tbey 
were clearing the fen.t~ from their adverfaries, the four colonels of the city militia. 
and cOlJfequently the only legal comm.nders 'of the burghers, were defiilled to e¥peri
cnce their perfecution. and obliged to feud in. th~i~ rel\gn.\ions. 

Ritherto the coort of Vereailles had folid grounds for exulting in the fuccefs of their 
party: the repuhllc.n faal"n f"e meo" I,.y the energy of its meafures, to h.v~ recovered 
its loft Inlluencc ; the trembling adherenls of the poince of Orange daily expeaed to be 
overwhelmed by the torrent; but the turbul. nt di'fl'oli ion of the people, .viden·tly di. 
reCled to the fubverfion of the con fiitutiori. had ~t length aroufed from their lelhargy the 
States.General, who had hitherto preferved the molt &uarded neutrality through tho; 
w bole courfe of thefe di!fentions. In fnCl, by the conllitution of that body, \hougl: Ih;ir 
powers aud authorily were great. they were dircaed rather to general th.n to particular 
objeCls. Their high-rnightine/fes were the gu:u-di.ns of the republic 3S il whole I it w~. 
thoir peculiar prov ince to regulal.e its tranfaClions with . foreign nalioos I to watch the 
~ppro.ch of dang r from without; to eftim.te its degree I and to make a timely (lrovi. 
lio~ for the puhlic tccurit y_ In war, their powers were exton»ve, an4 their .authority, il\ 
a gr ... t IMafare, eOllclulive; and, in peace, they were to prefc.'ille the foru to be fup_ . 
ported hy fea and land, to infpe~ the fiate of th e lIeets and 'nDle" and to look to ever., 
part of the public defence at home and abroad. But wit" refpea to internal aa'i", OP 

the d;jli:rence. between particular fiates, their powers of controul, if 001 .bfolutely li· 
mited. are ot leaft unkno\\(n, as tbeir exertion appears to be without a precedent. 8ttt in 
ClIfes of exlrerne necemty. even with refpea to intern.l aff'~i ... , where the peace or unity. • 
of the repuhlic ".as ~tldangeredJ Ihe QCcaJion would doubtle{. fanCl ify the 'P1'Jj~~tjoo Q 

_ fhofe uOll.tined powen. ' 

711 
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T he prefuml't ion of the cit'y 'of U trecht , in withdrawing its allot d 'Iuo ta of rcvenUB 
fr"'" t heir J rfpor. I, fcc med 3n objeet th l t meri ted immediate c\vdll:i fe ment ; . (HI a body of 
t roops was commanded by the provinc ial,ltates to befi ege and humLle the factious inha. 
bitant s of t hat wealthy capita l. A ikirmi III took place, on thi s occ:lfion, bet ween the 
detachmen't of regulars. ~hich was wholly inadequate fO the purpofe it was fen t fO cf
fea, and the armco burghers, in ' wh ich the latter ~equired that advnntag which a fupe
riority of numbers generally offo rds. B ut the trium ph of the party was of !hort dura. 
tion; almolt immediatel y after the lkirll1 i!h neap Utrecht, the province of Holland was 
3larmed by the defeetion of two· thirds of its regular forces, who quitted thei r pon.s. and 
dec bred in favour of t he prince -of Orange. To .fuppl y this defi ciency, the volunteers 
and arlned burghers were fu mmoned to the defence of their coulltry. and were appointed 

to goard th~ /tonti ers . 
• 

While thin~ \\ ere in th is fituatioll , art event took place wh ich introd uced new and 
more importnut aClors on the lI age, and :lbtorlled, in its magnitude, every other con !i dera~ 
tion. The pri ncefs of Orange~ whether from a confidence founded in a fenfr of her 
abi lit ie~, or on the in6 uence wh ich Ihe ex peCted might be dt riv.,d frolll her fex , dignity. 
and fumily, adopted the refolutio n of pro~eed ing, unaccompanied by the prillce her hor
b.nd, f,o m N imeguen. whither !he< had been dri ven by the violence of the adv rle par
ty, to the H ague, with the in.cn tion, as Ole declared, cf commun ~cn ting with the States
General, and bri nging forlv.rd ruch conciliato<;), propofi tions, inlhe name oC tho pr,nce,. 
as might, jf poilib!e, avert the evils and horrors of a civil war. 

But lh~ ad vcrfe party. viewing this meafure with a jealous eye, determined to imnede 
her journey I and, accordingly. tbe princ Is had fcarce palTed Schoonhoven, Oil the bor_ 
dfn of H ol[.,od, before /he ,v. s fu'rrounded by ,a party of armed burghers, and was con
veyed, with cvery mark of licentious brutality, to a fm. 1i town at a confidefahle dif., 
tance ; Ole was 'thence e[corted h)" the fame guards to Schoonhoven, :lod, horelefs of be 
ing permit ted to,purr ue her j ourney to the H. gue,!he fet out the nellt day for Nimeguea.. 

• ' .. 
. The king of Proffia, whO had hitherto remained a 'luiet, though certainly not an in. 

dille rent, fpeetator of t~e commotions in Holland, eagerly feizcd the opportunity ofin. 
terference .fforded him by the infu!t offered to his /iller. He J:r~nfmitted orders to hi, 
~mbalTador to prefent a flronz memoria) to the fiates of Holland. infilling on r.£isfaaion 

~ the moll fpeedy and ample; and at the'fame time he rcprefented the indignity he had 
fu ffered, in the p~rfon of the pt'incefs, to the court of Vel failles. In order to counter
~a the effeas of this reprefenlation, the republican party were equ3lly alert in hying 
before that court their .Dfwer to the PruRian memorial, together with .the jullificatorr 
detail 01 tIe tranfaCtions, included jn the rcfolutions ,,,hieh they palTed upon the oa:*
$ion. ~lIt great was tbeir Illortification, on finding lhat the.Erench king, their bo~d 

I • all! , 
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. 
ally, tbeir great fupporter and friend, had, in Ihong terms, condemn~d the treatment 
upcrienced by tI,e.princefs, ~nJ junilied the k.ing of Pru a's demand of C tisfJaion ", 

, 
, 

The {htes of Holl3nd, however, /lill implicilly relied on the faith of France; .nel 
fuhfequen t evetlts fullic,cntly demonnrdted, th t they h. I l!rong grounds for their belief 
tim Ihe would fina ll y interfere in their favour. During the wl1<"le fummer of 1787. 
lhe was incelTdllt in her cntlonvours furreptiouny to afford every polJible affi/bnce to 
the repu~Jjcaol pMty. Gre.t nuonners of l~rench 'office" daily arrived in the province of 
HolI Jncl, anti eith<r ,cceiveU commifIions in the fervice of the {lates, or aaed as volun. 
teer> in tl)eir army. Dut this being deemed infuflicient, fever.1 hundreds of veteran 101-
diers, of .' pproved valo"r, whore fidelity and diferetion could be relied on, wcre reI aed 
from d,lterent regiments, and, being furnifhed with money for their journey, were dif- ' , 
patched in fill. II part,e. to ' j,,111 the troops, and hel" to difcipllnc the volunteers and 
burghers of Holland. It was a new cireumfhnce, that. corps of eng,~cers lhould be 
fmugglc"I, ih ."fguire, from one country to another; and it was rendered /lill more ex
troorJinaoy, by the rcrpeaive countri s not immediately bordering in any pa'"t Yet 
t his '''t, now oOlle. The private men were fupplied with c1oatl~ of the cQmmon co
lours, mOlley. ono proper anfwers to make tony troublefome enquiries ; anll, thus 
cqllipp.d, tl,ty wcre to proceed, in very fmoll parties, to the place of their denin.tion. 
office,s beillg i.tion d in fome of the p,incipal towns on their way, to afford any farther 
fuceoUl or advice th ~ t might become necellary • 

• 
As foon as this influx of French oa.ce.s ,nd foidiers into the territorit. of the Repub~ 

lie hecame, frol11 their nu mb." an ohjea of general notice, the tates· General lolt no 
time in endeavouring at leaa "t? impede the grpwing progref. of:hi. enormity. For th is 
purpofc, they not onl y ilfued proclamations Ihongly fOI bidding the int, u!ion, but they 

• made very feriQul complaints on the Cu bjeCt. both to the Frellch milli!!er at the H.gu~, 
and direi!lly to the court of Vorfailles, by their own mil'ifler at J'aris. But thefe pro
ceeding. had little elfea on "the republican party, who !l,1I rcjoCl.cd all language of fub
miOion, and ilfued orders that ever~ prepar>tion lbould be. made for loying the country 
under wale, the :noment any foroign troops fhould nrer the territories of the republic. 

The court of Berlin, finding all her remol)ftranets inelfcClual, difpof< cl her troops for 
jmmediat aCtion, nine thourand Pruffians lined the frontiers 0 the duchy of Clevel, 
boJdering on Ih Dutch territor)'; the governor of Wefel rec ived orders to prepare 

• 
11 Tlle c:ondua or the french ,ollr" in this inibnce, appearl rathor exrraordin.,."y, ror the jufult tho, rtp(~(cnled 
~ requiring the. mon: COMI,lctc (:uuraltion was i'aut'Uoned by tfie prefc:nce o( a French ofJicer or (;Ink, who at-. 
tended the (eizUJ'C: bf~hc prinu(s -It is probable, la'wever, tbat tJ&ir app,ront cootrAdjaJon JI'O" (rom Iho lUng'. 
refuC:&l '- julb(y em (ome oc:ca!lOU', the cowJ~a oC his mlniftcn, to whoI'D th~ 1;I10ro viuJoot rroceodings mull 
..... tlIlly bt afuihod. 

accommodationa 

• 
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accommodations for the reception of an army of fixty thoufand men: .nd the celebraled 
heredit. y duke of Brunfwick, who had lately fu ccecQed to tbe dominioDs of his f~ther. 
was called frolU his retre.t, to command tile forces of his royal kinrman. the king of 

. Pruma. • 

The prince of Orange himfell had n~t remaiRed inaClive during th~fe tranfaClipn •• 
Having alfembled a fmall army, be polfelfed himf.lf by • "up de 11", ;n, of the fortified 
town of Wick, fometimes called DuerR.de, in the province of Ut(ecl.t; a place emi. 
nently noted, in the courfe of thefe troubles, for its early rejeElion of.1I lawful autho
rity, its ... doption of violent republican principles, and its inveterat animofity to the, 
S!adtholder. This town was, plTticularly from its lituation, an aequiution of great im
portance to the prince j being ellablilhed on. the borders of Holland, within twenty-four 
rpiles of Amllerdam; commanding the courfe of that part of the Rhine, here called 

.the Lech, on which Jt -Ilands; and polfemng the command of feveral Ouicel, The. 
Stadtholdcr foon alter reduced Harderwicke, a town In Guclderlan.d, ereaed on the ZllY
dl r· Sea, was acknowledged by the city of Middleburg, and the whole plovince of ,Zea
land, whicb declared. without referve, in his favour; blocked up the city of Utrccht; and 
-repul~ed an attempt that was made by a, fuperior number of the garrif()n and inhabitants 
on one of his out-polls, 

• 
Thefe fuccell'es probably ferved to accelerate ti,e motions of the Prullians, who, to the 

amount of eighteen tboufaad men. commanded-by the duke 01 Brunfwick. and furni fhcd 
with a train 01 ligbt artillery. advanced from the duchy of Cleves. and, about the middl~ 
01 September, entered the province of Guelderland, in three columns: that on tbe right, 
which dirj:aed its courfe to the northward, was under the command of general Lotlum; 
th~ centre was entrulled- to thc condua of generals Waldeck and Galldi i and the le!t, 
which pointed its march to tbe fouth, was led by the duk., in perfun. 

The fuecefs' of each di ifion was fuch as might be expeaed from tbe dread conceived of 
the Pruffi~n arms; and no fuperiority of numbers could encourage either the regul4r or 
irregular forces of the proviru:e to rullain any thing- like a contcil, even with the ligbt 
troop. of the cnemy. Gorcum, tbough in a good flate of defence, and under the go
vernment of tl.e celebrated colonel and chamberlain Capelle, fo diflinguithtd for the vio_ 
Iroce of his republie~n principles, furrendered after a few !hOIl, and tbe garrifon and 
go ernor yield d themrelvcs prifoners of war to the duke of Brunfwick. Nieuport and 
S ho~nho"ell, both capable of a long refilhnce, were haRny evacoated ; Dort, Leyden, 
and Haarlem, fubmilled on the lirlt fum mons ; "nd Rotterdam, on (he appearance of tho 
l'ruffians, tbrew open her gales, and received them with the loudell acclamations. . 

Nor ~as th~ progrers of the centre colu~n l~f. rapid 01 fuccersful; On its approacll. 
dIe facllous CIt)' 01 Utrecht wu tbrown tntp the utmon difm~y; tbe dcJjt~ of efc;.aptl 

aoel 
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~nd - the preforl':llion or property fuper(eding eyery othet conJi:deratlon. tile place wa' 
--en cu. ten by,ll orders of armeo men; the ,rt,llery. which they h.d in vain endeavour,,1 
'10 tender ufdefs, was left on the works withou~ eentinels or guOios. anr! the plmce of 
Orange. witholJ10ppofition, polrelred himfd f of a city which had long been conGoered 
as the great bulwark of the plovinceof HolI.nd. and, next toAmfie~ am, as the princi
pal leat and gr.nd citadel of Ihe repulllican party. 

• 
The column led by General Lottum on the tight, ' met with .. ther more re/illance ~ 

Naardcn. a Ihong place. litu.te at the (oulh end of the Zuyd r Se", Wil h,n thirteen 
miles of Aillnerd.m~ rejeCled Ihe (ummons of the Prullian commander. and prepared 
for. vlgorau' defence. But general Lottum. whore detachment wal by no means pro. 
vided for a liege. turned .{j~. from the walls. and receiyed Ihe fubm,llion of Nieuwtr
(l uys, , {hong fo,trefs. with a garrifon of near eight hundred {olujera, ,who (urrenocred 
tbemedves prifoners of war. 

• 
Bu~, during tbefe military tranr.aions, an unexpeCled reyolution h.d taken pbce at 

the H.gue, wh ich greatly changed the lace of iutuml . fFa'rs in the province of HoI. 
hud. The inhahit."ts of that town, the reGdence of Ihe Statcs of Holland. were yet 
Ilrongly attached to th,' I erfon and interells of th e prince of O range; and Ihe goyerning 
party. well aware of this dlfpofition, had introduced a thong body of yolunteers to keep 
the ordlllary garrifon in fubjeClion; but. u~der the conll.rnation and difm.y. which the 
IIrogrefs of the Prulli.ns, and llie failure of the French fuccours. excited on the rcpubli_ 
Cal) fide. it wos e.fily feen that the Yolontcc,s w?"ld not be long able to overawe Co po. 
Pl110 UI a place; and feveral of the principal perf OilS ol t hat party accordingly retired {or 
fafety to A'l!llerdam. 

The eventjullificd their precaution. The Swif. Coldie", who formerly compofed th~ 
Stadtholder's lIa.e guard, 1I0ldly aiTembled, and c.med off the two pieces of caf1llon that 
had been aGigned Cor the fupport of the volunteeri . Their =1 .(oon communicated to 
the inhabitants; the republicons on every firle were dif.rmcd; the mon yiolent membera 
of the States Red to Amllerdam ; nnd the rell of the a{fe,nbly immeJiately fent a deputa. 
tion to folicit the rcturn of the pr\nce of Orange. 

An ioyit. ion thus flattering and unexpeaed could not fail to be accepted with tranC. 
port; and the Stadtholder and his con fort. baying been received at the Hague with eyery 
demonllration of joy, the former was immediately rdlored by the Star.s to all thofe 
oSice. and riehu from which he had be n fufpended •• nd.1l procee~ings which had been 
inllitDted ogainft him in th3t province , ere confequently .nnulled • . The Stotes 31(0 
<cIifpatched an <elp'refs to the court of Verf3illes, with inforD\.tion th.t Ihe di(putc, be. 
tween the pro~ioce of Holland and the St~dtholder were now happily terminated; 3nd 

that. 
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that, a; the circllmlt.lnc~s which oc~.(ioncd their ~pl'lication to tIle 1;iflg i,o longer 'ex
illed, Co (ge fuccou[ wbieh they had req'uellcd from his m:tjclly would IlOW be unne
ceJ1ary. They likewife i{fued M edi8,forbickling aU attempts to inund~t; the COUlltry, · 

. and Ilrietly commanding the governors of.1I cities to give free admiffion LO t~e Pruffian. 
trool15. In eonfeqaence orthis, bJron Math., governor of Naardcn, opened the gates of. 
th.t ~ity, .on the 'fame principle of dUly I'" which be ba,d before. kept the clofed. , 

. ' , 'I ' , 
All oppoution was 'WW confined to the city of A'hllerdam and it; ' ,nvirons, whither ' 

the moll aCUve' and ohIli".te of tlte .republieanJ.8ion I."d fiell from all quarters, That ' 
~ , ' . 

proud 'eapi.tal, undifmayed h{ tl1e g~neral defe8ion, made every prep;l'ra!:ion for the Inoll 
dcfpcI'nte rf fiflancc, ·The fUlT/)unding. country w,s l.id 11IIcler wore!' ; ,chong batteries 
were ereEte~ on every fide; all the polts which eonlmanded th. ,i-oatls I~aaing to the town 
were entrenched ",nd fortified; and tbe cili¥1lS eXl're{f~d LheiJ' determination of defending 
thcmfelves to the hft 'exlremity • 

• 

The d.nger w~s, indeed, already at their gates; the duke of ~rllnfwick having eflab- • 
1',O,ed round the city a chain of polls wherever the rI.atu re of the ground and tite inll!r
fcClion of the dykes wbuld .omit; and though a tr.nGent neg.ocialion had produce~ 3 

t emporary [ufpenf,an of allna, .hd no fooner 'fdund tbe fpirits of the party -unCnbdued, 
than he d~termhfed to force their boa.fl.e<l barriers, H)' a fetics of judicious m.nceuv.res, 
wifely planned, and,eo'urageoullj executed, ~e ,carried his· point ; tl)e numerous fortified 
opons of the [epublicans were .{failed at th. fdme point of ti~e; and I.,otwlthlhndlllg', 'I 

{'(dilt~flce more v igorous than had yet, been experienced, the Pruffians wer~ COl\ltletely ' I 

fuccefsf;ul , I " 

- . . ... 
The proud city of Amfterdam was now, for ti,e firfl time, delivered to the di fClt1 ;Un 0 

3 viClor, .nd, open on every £i cle to bombardment, rc1utlantly defcenued to ~r1re lang\J~e:e , 
of fu lmlj/lion. The maJ!Hlracy declared th. mfdYcs obliged by the i"'petltling danger' lo 
fubC. ribe .eonditions to w)lich they yielded, left others more-re~ J'e might be ImpofCld, 
Si.te."n perrons, proicribecl 'by the "prlnoefs of O,anse, as the le:10ers of "the 1'epublican 
faClion, were deprived of their rcfpecHve offiees ; ti,e mcmben of the reg.ncy, Who I;.tl 
bee n tllmult uoull y .depofed for their attac1lment to the t.ultholder, were immediate1y rc. 
flored i the burghers and all perfons in the town, except the legal militia. were to hedif
'Tm~d; .nd the Leyden gate was .delivet'ecl oj> to the l'ruffians, to facilitate- die perfor
mance "f this Ian llil'uldtioll • . 

• 

In order to facilitate the operatlo)1S of th" Pruffian monMch. Cr~~t Britain had filled 
out :1 ftrong fquadron 31 Poni'?,outh; a circuli,/hncc which roufed the ju~lo"fy of the 
l '.'1Ch COI'ernu,enr, who imrnedialdy (ellt orders to equip (iit_n t,1lof the line at 
B re.!\', :ind lec~lcd a (mall Iqu .drol\ 01 CWlul;oll which "'.$ the n exercif}ng "~v~ll .. a
uoouvres on the cball of 1'01 t ugal. BUI in lhefe !,rtpar:\li~ms lhe king of Frailce ftemed 

r'lher . , 
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nther to regard his 01911 dignity, than to be aall.ted by hny I ope of lLliulding elFc~uA 
relief to his allies . . All, oppo(i tion in Holland might be ,"ready. conlid ret! as cxti~guilh
ed; and the ollicial nJtific.tion 0 the court of, Verf.iUcs, f[om the St:>JeJ a,(fembl.d at 
the HJgue, appeared to h~ve r~l1loved ever" pretext (or interpolition. The republic' 
hlLd adopted a new fy~em of policy, .ud Ilowever great the mortification whicb Frallce 
might experience on loling the frulls ofber bb ur arid exertions, it was no longer in 
her power· to undo IVh~t was already done in HQlland, nQr by any mean~ 0 (ecover ber 
former infincnc.. • 

U:nder thefe circumll~nce$, and in the diAra8ed Il~te of her interlUl alrJirs, France , . 
1:ould only win, to extricate herfej{, with the bell 'grace nle CQQld, from the di/liculty ;'l 

which ilie was ,involved. -and to foften her warlike afpea as foon as the appearance of:l 
limilar difpofition on the other /ide {houle! alford a f:lir opportunity. A. there was no- I 
t~i\1g now remained to excite a quarrel, this opportunity WaS foon olfereJ -by rhe Bririll. 
minifters at P1Iris, who prefellted a <l&c1.ration, in which they obfcrved, that ai the af
f.in of Ihe United Provinces no Jonger left any fubjea of Jifcuffion, and fiill lef. of 
contell, between the two courts, they were authoriutl to ark, whether it was the inten
tion of the king to carry into elfea the notification rnnde by hil mininer, which, by.n
nouncing that fuccour would be given in Holland, h.d occ,fioned the naval1armantenu 
made by his Brit.nnic m.jetly, nnd which had lince become reciprocal?-Th.t, jfthe 
I;ourt of Verfaillel were difpofed to' explain itfelf on this fubjea. and u/lon tbe condua 
10.be obferved toward. the rcpublic, in a manner CQnformllblc to the delire whiCh had 
been cspre/I'ed on both lide~, of pref.rving t he !lood underfl.nding between both crownl; 
and il being IjRewife underflood thot there is no. view of ho(\ilily towards an y quarter 
in con~uence.ofwhal has paLfed, their moller, ever anxious tl> concur ill the friendly 
fenlimentl of hi. Molt Chrifii.n m.jefty, would agree wilh him, ttut the arm.ments, 
~nd nil warlike prep.rations in general, fhould be difcontioued on bOlh lides, aDd th~' the 
armies of bOlh n'lion. iliould be ag.in placed ·upon ·the footing of the peace ell.bliilimenr. 
lU it ftood on t~le lirn d.y of the prefent year. • 

, . 
This produced a counter-declaration, on the fame day, Ggned hy monlieur Je Mont

morin, the miniAer t r foreign affain. in which the king declared, th~t he never had any 
intention of interfering by force in the atTairs of lho republic; the notifit ation was pal
li~d. and it lira. acknowledged that the moti ves by wbich it had been inBuel1c<d 110 100-

gcr esH\eo; he declares. that he readily agrees to give no efFea to it; cohcurs ill the 
fenrimcnu of hi~ Britannic majeny fOf tne prefervation of hatrnony -between tbt !\!O 

courtlj and ~I .. ith p1e.furc to tht! propor.I, that the armament., and. in gen.raJ, 
~II warlike peeparation., Ihould he difcont;nueu on both /ides, nd the navies placed up< 11 

the pelec eftabll'lhment propnfeil. A fho.rt';nlhornent, tieing ill fOllle tort a fumUl3ry and 
cOD6rmation ollhe forrgdin, documenu, .... thep ligtrcd by .11 p:uties, in the n3rnes ~f 
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their refpeClive fovereigns; and thus all occalions of difference for tile pr'lfenl' betwecnt 
the 1'1'0 natioos were happily removel\.. 

• 
, Th&-(.~ility with which this accommodation was dfeClod may lie chioAy afcribed 'to> 
_ tl,e dillraClcd ft.le of affairs in France, where the feeds of internal difcord h3d nor only. 

'burll inlo life. but were h.llil y advancing toward, maturity. By the difmi[al of M, de 
Calonne, the k1l1gdoOl was left without. miniller,. and .Imoll without a fyllem. In the 
alfembly of the Notables. muc" debare. but I tie .greement, had been produced hy the 
propofed territorial impoll~ an obj;Cl which the. courJ was peculiarly anxious to .ccom
plilh, Independent of the partieura~ and 'odiv idu al ioterells by which this falulary 
meafure "at oppofed, whole prpvinees objeCled to it, as a dirta infraCliol) 01 their rights. , 

• 

• 

• 

and a violation orthofj: original c.pitplari~s which they had cnter.ed into with ,the clown. 
for th~ pref.rvalion of t,j,eir anci ent immunities, and on the faith of which they bccanle : 
members of the lI.in&oom. Upon this fuhji:Ct the altorn~y·gener31 of Pro.vence had the 
boldnefs to decl"llre, that neithe r that ,[cmbly. the, I'a lilmellts, nor the killg hi01fetf, 
could a[efs any, fuch impoll in the country which he r~p!efented . as beinll dileCllr COI1~_ 
trary to the fpeci/ic and iudefeaJibJe rif;llls of the people, 
, 

The impoffibinty olreconc'llng fuch a variet)' ofdifcord:tnt intcrells rendered; il mn
Jlifell that the prefent convention was unequal to the greater ohjeCls for which it haq been , 
a[embled, and th t nothip~ Iefs (hall an alfemblag~ of the States-General of the kingdom, 
allilled by the infiruClion or advice of the refpe,~Hve provincialll*" partic;ularly In all · 
that related tp their OW)' pep~ltar rights and privi leges, could elfeClually remove the pre
fent gl ievanc!'s, by (lleli permanent arrang~ments of tbe public revenues and ex pence •• as , 
fllould rcnder the crown for the future eafy in its pecuniary .fFairs, and the burlhens of 
the people as light a~ their natuJe would .dmit •. 

• 

But though the convention of the Nbtabl~s , were unahle to complete the grand ob- . 
jeCt of reform. they n~v ert helefs propofed 'many ufeful and heneficial regulations. wl,iell , 
were adopted.by the CAurt. hoth with refl/eCl to fevet.l of, the, taxes and ~belles ~hem. 
{elve., to the mode of l~vying them. to the perrons employed in thecolleClion, ond to the . 
boards or. qffices which were to reg,ul:ite alld g,overn the ~jJdl'mc' lls, But as tbel. onl;y 
cxtende,d to !larIS, and to the rel\)oval 'of the more gloring and obvious grievanee~, Ih.;y .. 
did but tend more clearly, to evince the neecllity of ("eh .)1 dllcien! pnwer as would be 
:finally conclu/lve, and of aCling upon 0 fy/lem of reform (0 compr.henfive a. to ell) 
brace the whole a&lIre!\~te of.grievallce and eyil. .. 

Whatever the futllre gOod ei'e&s might be to the. o.!,ion, thet crown rould not but 1lC 
crievouDy difapr'ointed at the fallur. of the grond object for the accompit ' llln'nt of 
which it ~ {ullllli9llCll tbe c,(mycntion~ vjz.-thc obtaining immediate rchef for its . 

pretent 
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profent mon urgenl neceffiti~; it Iud been int;;;d. d to raiCe ~ tOlt\ of one. hundred nn~ 
twell'c millions of livres uI,on the expected land t~x; but tllough the mil)ifierllud J ... 
cl~red it to b. a m,tter offuch indifpenfJble neceflity, that government could fcarcelf 
c,therwi(c exercife its I ~cc ary functions, the tufn which a/fairs had taken io tl;le aITem. 
.blr rendered ;t impoR,"le. 

The king, however, hore the dif.ppointment with fueh admirable ICmper, thab the 
convention and he parted with cI'er) appearance -of the mol! perfect confidence and cor
diality on both fides , In his Cpeecb, on dHfolvin! the .ITelnbly, (on the twenry-fifth of 
May) he A"knowledged, th.t they had fulfilled his expect.tiolt, in affilling him wilh thei~ 
"ounrels, and deliverinr; their r."timent s with th.t freenom and trulh whi h ho wa, ever 
willing to heOf; tlut he w,s thoroughly fatisfied with their indefatigable ze~ 1 and al-
1""lioo, in examining Ihe objects he had communicated to them: that they load not onl y 
infiltuted proper enquiries into a variety of aburel, but had fuggefied tbe means for re
forming them: that they h.d dOM mueh tow3rd. the attainment of the gr.nd object, of 
reducing the expences of the n~t.£ to a level with the public revenue, by the aceurate en
quiry which they made inro the deliciencies and their caures, by pointing out the differ. 
ent economical (.vings which might properly be,e/fected, and in affording time for the ef
fectto operale, by the r,emporary provilion.! taxes which, for the intermediate time, they 
had recommendell ns the moll proper to be bid upon his (ubjects, • He concluded by de
~laring that it afforded hin; great confolation- to think, that the fonn and method of 
thefe new im)'('Ills would not he fo burthen ome as thofe of former times; the only willi 
of bi. heart .bein!: that of rpllderin~ )lIS peop C 0' contented and as happy as pollible. 

Lewis, 'being dlfappointed of tbe relief whiell he bad expected to derive from the Not-, 
.a'llles, 3ntl h.ving only received from th.t .!fembly fuch .ffillance as was wholly inade
quate to fupply the immediate urgent neeelIitie. of governmenl, wu oblige~ to have 
rccourfe 0 the ufual flIode of rai/ing money, by rhe promulgation of royal ediell. 
Among the me.Cures propofed lOr tbis purpofe, W:U the douWing of the p.oll-tax, the 'rc
dlabli{hment of the third-twentieth, and a Ilamp-duty. The parliament, bowever, re
monillated, in :llrong terms, -againfr tbe whole, infdling, th.I, before they granted, or 
conculred in uifing my money, • true .ccount of the Ilote ot the finances, and of the 
purpofes to which fuch money ViOS to be applied, IDould be faid b~fore them. The talC 
upon 'Ibmpl buame the immediate object of contention; and the parliament determ ined 
nllt to regiller tbe ~diCt, aqd prel'ented the following rpiritClj Iemonfuaoce to tbe crown: 

" Amon refpectful .ddrefs, Sirt, togetller with the jun c1aiml o~the nation, 1,01 • 
" ,been hUffibly liUd at the foot of the throne, by your majclly's mofi4uliful .. o~ failh-
.. ful (ubjeCt •• • The .bare propof.1 of. duty 011 popel' h • alarmed every ll>dlvodu~l. 
~, After a g~iIlU' peru;c of five year, .n~ a progrefli'~ inere ro of ~t lean olle hundred 
4' and lliirty millionl of livres in thirteen ,ears, it fcems as if tho name of impoft lbould 

T a II never 
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•• neve~ iffue froln th: '1Iouth of ~ benefi :e11~ /1,lon,rch , excrpt ill rendering it 'tef$ (;,"(r04S, 
" or dimini/hjng the nU'nber of th~fc .1 ' ady exilti,,'" What was OUI' furpriu, tlwn, 
" Sire, when we were told Ihat !leW taxes were I)roj.ain:; hy the N'ot:.bles; and that a 
.. new on~, of a m (l tliilrelli(lg kind, w,1s to be offered for the apprObaliDn . ofparliJ.. 

" mcnl! 

" The firll rcReaior) thaI. ".turally occurs at the " ery mention of a hew,duty. is to 
" enquire into the .dual (bte of the lin~nee$, ~h.t an adminill:tat iOn muft the 1.(1; 
" . have hecll, if the ev ils that r¢lule from it require fuch .• . defp.rate remedy !- YOu r 

~ " ""jelly mu./l, remember how we lleove; in 1784 and J 786, to- give you n faithful . pic. 
" lure. of th e r~.l fituation of the. (1;ote, w.hich feeJlled thGIl 0 (or Yl'ur minifi ry ende~-:our
.. cd to m~kc it apnenr fo) as if inclined to ta1r,e a belter turo; bijt t~. tr uth was, that 
Co the fl:a~e was III r. involved ·ill' diqlculties th,.n ever . • Ypur Parli~l)'I~nt ~h~n, Sire, did 
.. every thins ip thui: po\Ver, but in vai", t9 fet truth in its c1earefl: ligla ;,foone of'Y0u~ 
.. mini lI er, were too deeply inrereJl!ld in lhe conceabuclIl of it from Yllu~ o llajc~ y; all i 
.. our humble remonfiranccs prov q ufclefs; ~nd there, were fome of yoor cou c:il who 
.. went fo far as to make you fuIpea the purity of our patriotic int.entions,; , the dread
'! ful lituation ~f.lr.iis, ho~cver, reqllixc.d a fpeedy al)d c1Iicaciou~ remedy. The Not • 
• / abies, alI"emhled by your m.jelty'. orders, have withclrawn the veil that cover d that 
.. unde~mi n i ng adm inifl:rar1o~ ;.a dreadful fpeaacle prefcnleil i tfe.lfto tbe eye of the nf. 
.~ t oniO,etl nation; an immenJc. deliciency ~ •• very vifiblc i~ t ~e treafury; and every , 
c' body hafieneo to propofe the means ofJil I\11g it up, anll affording a fpeedy remedy; • 

••• How. grievoU$ to.t~e paternal b ~a.ct of, YOUT Ill.jclly mull Cocll Q d ifcover~ have beel) I 
$I H ow mul! ypur. afto. ifhme.lt and forrow . hav. enere.fed, when you re/leae,1 on the • 
.. fatal errors in which yOI!~ JJllniller~ had lOllS' and purpoftly kep~yo\l I 0 

• 
.. Such is the confe'luencJ!, Si rt, whep the choice of minillers fulls ollpe),fons thalare 

.. obnoxious to tbe nation in general: fuch is the gre))t, but fad , example, that teaches j 

.. monarchs how far they milO; refpea the public, opinioon, feldom fufeeptibl~ of error, 
~.\ he~aufe men unite<\ together rarely give or receive an imjlrcffipn c~ntrary to \ruth • 

• 
.. I II POint o f adminillration , Sire, the purel! hauds Me fcarccJy pure enoogb. A litd. 
.. condcfcenGon, or rather, a lirll wrooi Aepo leads to a f.cond; no hounds can circum • 
.. fcribe the imprudent min ille r , whep once. he {werves from bis !lilly I IocceBivc abufe. 
" produce an utter confa Goo, and a f.tal difpeder; the deep woul)lfs inBi£b:.d on the . 

- .. conllitutioll de.nand a remedy I and this, even when certain, will oper:1t~ but a flo,,~ . ,. 
U cure. , 0 

• 

.. Q I may )'OU.- majelly deign to paure awhile on one of thofe falutary , reJle6tj~ . 
t' the i!"lport.nc:e of ... hlCh has been ncknow ledged by all good lUonardl,.-E,il may 
!t bappen ID a lingle jallaor, but whole YOilJ8 are f~rce fu/licien! to repair the m.i/i-t.ief 

I 
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, u it occafions . . The vices of an adminillration, or, which is Ihe inevitllbte effiid of 
.. them, the involuntary error of a joll monarch, will forel,/, dill.refs whole generat;oos. 

i ' 1 • • , , 
"'." It Is not the Intentiol1 Q(yourp.rliamenr, Sire, to ~rJe.vc<your maje!l.y's moll' feeling 

" heart, by e)Cp~tiating at prefent on a fubjcel> fo afllieting,' .nd ·r.c.lIing a thoug'ht fo 
" unploafant ; but they take the liberty of humbly intre .. ting you r muje/l-y to weigh 
" oft~n thefe import.nt "e/kElions, in fome of thofe momenu devoted to filent m.vit a
" tation 011 the welfare an~ happinefs of our fuhjeets. It now behoyrs yo.urp""liameot 
" tb enter with a noble f.eedom, upon ~ (ubj.a propofud, I>y YOUf llIajt~ yourfolf; we 
.. me.II, the proje/:tt rJ rerr~nchmenrs .nil ' khtrne, <> ec.,nOI)1Y. We euneilly Mtre,!> 
.. n)U, ,Sire, to he' upon y.o~r guard againil tile emotions and r'lopeulitie. all your tender 
" he.rt, in order ti1.ttlleeconorny already 'begun m3y continue, ond thof. reforms adopt
.. ed 'll1d fatled be 01 connanr dllration. When a pme.and enlillhrencrl adminilh.tion tn
• de.v0urs to dbbldh certain pl'juciples {)f cCbl1omy, it generally mect~ with fomo • • n

.. cient cultoms t),,. t feern to Ilnvc been Ion!: attach~lJ to the conlHtution, . and to enjoy 
" rhe ri~ht" of. pre!crip' ian . If ' the mininer · .fls. with firmnefs, ' he is immcdi.tely ' 
.. i.l .'rned to r his lrilprudellce; if with p'rtbutioll, the ,,,arid will cenfure his wealcnefs I 
.. Wh.lt difficu1ties· wiil not then , in fuch 0 ca , (urround the monarch, and be incctfant-

• .. ly multiplying ahout him I Coortiers will pu~lickly approve of, nay applal,ld,Jhe pro-
o 

.. j ' a, d reforms; but, ill feerer, they ,"ill try to wea ken, .nd eyen prevent, their ef-
" . f(CI; all mca~s wiU be cml)loyed to deceive him; it is th en, that .rt, addrc:fs, and , 
" fincife, appear, in a th ourl.lo <lilfe .. nr forms, aEtu.led by the moll imp~rjous of all 
" motives, per (anal interea: the rqvereigll, thus beIer, and attacked bn ,every /ide hy.'· 
.. claims. fuirs, ~nd petiti~ns, is forced 'to lifien to l<1JportutlUtedamours, ,1l(1; through the 
. ~ goodnefs of his hea(~, often grant's .wh.t could never be obtJ;lled through his jullice. 

, 

.. The moment the word economy is rnentioneCl, it .clices througlr the rd"rn: the · 
" cunning courtier apparently . adopts the plan, !lnd withes to be numbefed among the 
c. great charaaers of the nation , whllf. example he .treas to imitate; .Ilut be calculate. 
" at the r.me time how long the ;conomic.1 refofm' m.y .fubfdt, and how he 1l1,y rerlder 

• 
.. abonive the retrenchments that diminilh either b,is credit or his rev'enue~: all expences 
.. but his owtrf.eln' fufceptible of diminution: in 3 valladmini£\;rltion, th~ we.ken pre
" texts .are e:r-fily linged with the colouring of reafun, and that economy, which has 

, ... been.(o often courted, 3nd always expeaed, appears and dif"ppe.rs in all inlbm, It.viug 
" 3 black cloud over the beautiful countenahce of truth, wJlich fame falllt rars had b;-

• gun to render eonfpicuou •• 

« Thefe rell.aion!, Sire, wr>tten in th~ annals, of every' n.tion, .are the faitbful hif~ 
" tory of Ille human h~3rt: never could the meditation Oil them be more jntere~in'k to , 
'&' your majefty t'!an at p~fent, for the application luiu exa611y W lhe urg~nt Cllcum
.... /bnce. of the time.. The more vigour and firmnefs y~ur ID~Jelly lball lbew for the 

, • .. inteuded..J 
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u intended reforms~ al,d falutnry rcfwution$, tlte 100 e <lifficultic& nl ·1 oblhcle~ will ce •• 
C< t~inly impede the way; .IId experiellce may. perll.p·, have already proved. th.t the 
'0 perfons interefied in thefe economical views begin to. hillt as if tho propo cd fUllls were 
•• cqurvocal and precarious, ",nd tIle dCUIl6\iOll~ a&:reed upon incompatible with old cuf. 
II toms, and uulikely to be of JOllg duration. 

• .. It is in your Illajdly's pa.wer to enforce, 'with a laudable perfeverance, the order th~t 
., mull permanently eLlabJilh this e!fenti.1 refqrm. Every thing 1hould undergo tho 

, co 1I.riCleLl enquiry. Your majcfiy'3 jullice, which is to us the fureLl and moll facred pledge • 
.. emboldens your parIi3luent to lay before you. without danger of inc""'i, g your royal 
.. .difpl.afure, fome of thofe remarks and obCervations wbkh rouA naturally have occur· 
.. red to you. l:lau you know.n, Sit:e, the real fiate or your finances, you doubtlcf1 
.. would not have undertaken thoCe illl{))enCe edifices that are nOW building, nor Illad. Co 
.. many acquilitions, onerous to the fiate ; YOu wou.ld not have permitted fo many E.x~ 
II changes of the crown landS. ,nor granted thoCe exceffive1iberalities which the impor. 
" tunate and intriguing fddom [ail to obtain. ,The facility of procuring money from 
" the treafury (the fatal bane of all adminiftrations) would itever have been fuffered to. 
" encreaCe, Iqr it incerrantly expofts t\le f~vereign to fome dangerous Curprize; it Cquan • 

• .. ~e .. fecretly the public revenue, and c n never overbalance, with its pretended utility • 
..... " the grJO.t inconveaiencos that invariably attend it; your m.jelly would, certainly, 

.. never have confented to I:ave Paris furrounded with fuch • magnificent wall .. ; to rec 

.. palaces ereaed (or your excife·officers, at an IOxorbitant expence, in order to euil1c;de 
" with the views of the (aflners-general, who, in expeCtation of a precarious ,nd difianl 
•• gain, expend .nnually thofe furos that nlould ' be appropriated to wants of mor~ reil! 

.. necell'~tf' , 
, 

.. All there objeCts, Sire, and maRY others, the enumeution oC which would uci~~ 
•• your .fionilhment, are fuCceptible of correaion: fome require a eontiderable dilllinu 
II tiOll; others an entire foppreffiou. But it is not the total only of JOach department 
.. th at {hould be properly diminilhed ; every part of it Ihould be fctupuloully examined, 
.. and dlve.dod ot all its Cuperanous charges i it filould oe redueed to the um,.1" and .bfo~ 
o· lutcly necelf.ry eXllCnce: in Co doing, your majeLly might eaGly double the intcndell 
.. )'cform of fort millions of livres, and this might thell prove a real relief to your 
.. Cuffe ring (ubjeCts. 

., TheCe arl: nonourable ~.conomies, Sire, tnat, far (rom diminilhing the fplendour of 
.. a throne, add to its lufire, and eocreafe its dignity. MajeLly itfelf may fubroit to pri_ 

( 

II The capital had 'been rcrtn~y cnc10fed v"ith 1\ wall, :at the ~xpenc;c or the f:lrmer"'leracral~ in order fA 

r revcnt 111. evaiioA of tII.lIeo., dulles impofo<l upon almoll cv ry :.rIicle IbIII .'lIcr~d 'ati" 

, 
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~ v,tions . The fovereign is always great when hi. fuhjeCl. are l13ppr ; :md the light of 
" h~ppi"efs fpread over a a whole people i. fo pompous and brilliant, that it command • 
.. public admiration, and extorts univerfal appll'ufe. 

" Thefe d,minutions, fllppreffions, reforms, and econOIl!'les, fo often {olicited hy your 
.. parli.ments, lIem.n .1 by the Not.~les. nnd promifed lIy their fpirite,l and jail perfe. 
" vera nee, are do.ily wilhed for and expe8ed by the unhappy hulbl1ldman, wbole tea'" 
" bedew' the "er field that contributes to fa many ufelcCs expenc:! before it has furnilbed 
" the neccll'ary. fobnlhnee for himf.lf and family, to tIl e perfon who fowed i ; and 
.. who, deprived of the common necetr:,ries, is forced to take {rOll\ hi' poverty itfelf 
.. {omuhing towards fupplying the eXigencies of the {bte., 

I 

.. Thefe unhappy heings, l'ire, Frenchm~n by birth, and M21(, h,.:e a double right tb 
" enjoy their f.crecl property, even in the bofom 01 indigence; but as thty C.lIllot claim 
.. it themfelyes at your majr lly's feet, 1<1 their cI,im. and their rights be e"cr prefent 
" before y~u ; let their co.nplaints find lhe ir woy to the throne, and Teoch your toy31 
.. perfon : let thfm hear you~ gracious anfwer, and let them know th.t yOU1" m,jefiy" 
.. goodnefs and luftiee are th~ firmdHupporte'rs they can hope to find near. the thront .. 

(' Tbt French nr'll(r eonjull" on) inltrt/l infrparablt from Iht Ibr .. ,; Iht) art always bialfitl. 
. " by tbeir jinurt o/lochmenl 10 Ihe,r monarch, in tlltir j r'IJtnt ztal and tnlhujiajlic ordol<r 
.. for Ihe rOJol cau,fl. they have been copable of th . gteaiell facrohces; and they may 
.. f.ncy the w,y. and means of the nation u "nbound d 3S their atredion. Thef. ways 
.. and means, Ihe,.fore, !I1ull he preperly mao,god, ,lid ufed .t p'l'per times. It fhould 
.. be likewife cbnlidered, th.t the eonlributiOl1s proceedillg from the impolls granted to 
" the monorch. are only intcnded ,s fobfidies to the H.te, ,nd ,h.t rI)e fovereign is but 
.. the <Iillributor f whatey", is not employed for the puhl,c weal, which nattH .111 be
.. lonlls to thofe who co.opcrote ill levying the COlltribur.on •• and, if they ore direCled 
.. f,om their chief and ~rimitive intent, their facile fource wJlI foon corne il1fuJli • 
.. cient, and, in a thort time, ex aufted, part, ularly If tho expences encreafe rn pro· 

" porlion te) th •• e~eipt • 

.. All kind of impolls fhould be proportioned to the necdTary wants of the nation, 
.. and end w,j(h ( \ em. E.cl, citizen contributes pMt of hi. property (or the f.ke of • 
.. maintaiuing ruhlic r~rety and private tranquillity. The people,' on fuch prInciples • 
.. founded on the rights of mauki~d, and confirjned hy re.fon, fhould never incrta'. their 
.. contribution. but when the expences of the {bte have undergone all t',e raYings, .1 • 
.. terati~ns, a~d retrenchments, of whkh they are capable. It /I (or thi' IC'fo~ , there • 
.. fote, th.- yoor pOllia, eu(, Sire. look.upon ,he duty a'} llamped pa er'J ent,rely oe
•• POUIe 10 thl:le primitive notiog" It woul ,/feel tbe private tranquillity, by oeCFf. 

" fariln 
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4, farily opeOlng .a WI, to errors, and would there f pro;'e r~r lnort d':l.ngerolX- tban the 
~. Gabtllt, ,.hich "' .. liable to open frauds. The. mol! clore and h.bitu.1 attention 
.. could bardly be fufficient t diflinguifh. the oumberlefs Ihmped papers tba.t are to. fcrre 
.. for each refpechve aa of juflice or.common rranCaaion • 

.. What I\lill.kes will not Ole greatefl part of your fubjeCls be liable to, by inter
" chansing thefe papers, and making ufc of the one for the other! Many writings, by 
~, fuch involwltary, faults, may appeor counterfei ted in th~ eye ofjullice-; and the un
., wary indivi<iu~l will find himfeJ( daily expofed to I'Jy exorbitAnt filles, o~ to .ncountec 
... dif.grecable and b\lrll1eilfoll1e fuils at law. 

• 

" Such acluly, Sire! is liltewife incompatib1e with public fafety, as it 'woold Jeep1y 
. , 'wound that UloNal confidonce whkh confiitotes its ureft foundation. Individualf • 
" would be ,afr:lid of producing unlhmped bills or notes befolc • tribunal; and, in this 
",' ':I.g I where there arc fuch frequen~ infiallccs of perfon. taking all forts of advantages, 
' " and commeneing or prolonging vexatious and endlefs fuin, a ,.ire legiOature /bollid be 
., •• ry careful ~ot to introduce lIew fuhjcCls of chicanery, 'Befides, our public trult, 
" Sire, and Qur national diznit , abf.olutely forbad the introduClion of filch a dangeraus 
• .. duty. 

" The moment 3 declar~tlol1 is HIued, whiel, is generally vicious in .Imoft all its dif. 
" pofitions, a fe.lucing (acility of extending ru meaning or dnration ocean, and pre
" tonces are not ~anting' for impofing plallJibly on the pU,blic. Experience fttpplie. us 
" with t~o ma"o/ examples of ,this n"'ture. The two fous and the eight fous per livre, 
• 

" for inlhoce ; the feconel warrant for the poll, tax, and fo m'llyother inventiOl1$, 
.. which the fertile-genius of financiers Iios imagii,.d, and is never at a lofs to fioil for
., oYelcharging the Cubj.a" are but a continuation and extenflon of "duty, lill1!!le in 
.. its origin; and fuc~ .n extenlion, ~ire, is often divolled of any Itg.l authority, and 
.. only coll.Cled in virtue of lh'e miniiler's mandate. Without mentiO\liftg, Sire, tile 
L, multiplicity of marks, precautions, and fine!\, .n'leud to and attending the duly 011 

.. J1:amped taper, it is certain that it would caufe a delay in rubli. aaJ private bulinefs, 
" and obOrua thH:ommon daily tranfaCliont. All delay is dangerous, and all obnruc • 
.. tion muft produce delay. A hill of exchange, improperly ft.-mped, would be liable to 

, a fine I the fine muil be .paid ill1mediately by the polleOor of the bill; he, thereCorr. 
" would he obliJ:ed to advance tile fURl for the time, pay inae..d of receive, and lie out 
" of his money untillhe expiration of his unlucky bill. He would be a CuJFcrer for the 
" faults of others, and Iuel) faults might be renewed feveral times in one and tbe faille 
" d3Y, int!)e very fame hour; his payments maft bcalfetled by it, and hilcredit called in 
.. quefiioll. Thenre !Rillrufi ~nd doubts wil~ neceffarily arife j and y~u 1:now, Si( 
A' tb~t th I 4'ubfifi a kind of chain ill the 'courfe of rxchan,es, that fuongly Iti_ NI 

"tile 
, 



• 
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'C'I th~ colnmcrcial p~rt ftf m:mLiod ill the known world. Our lr~ina tO~'nI would Jofc • 
... , in the CyOCI of a foreigner', that level or adv..,llt:.gc they were wont to CI~O", J" thort. 
n. WCrT not ruch .. duty extremely onerous in it{clf, in unlimitw duradon mull excite Il 

tl gcn~r31 :llarm. We have ofH~_n fccn taxes. limited in time, prolonged even .rter the 
~ in'rentioll of lh e (OVllly h:.d been amply (plfi llcd; buCl'c diu not upet\ to f..:c aile 

" that il to 1:lrt pe)'pcJuollly. at tho Jlcry tirne when a C't rlain ptriod Wit tneutioocd £'or 
u ciminifhing the national debt. 

a Lewi. the Fourteenth cil:.bli Olcd the PolI.talt in 16gS. and the Tenth in 1'110. The 
" misfortol)cs that marked the l.lUctend of liis reign, the heuy loG"CI he 11,.(11 fuflaihed, 
II In,1 the jn .. ~{jon of the kingdom, induced him to 'fenture on the adoptiou of • rtlell
j' fur~ the fu«cf. of 1I1bich he fiery much doubted in his own mind. That Grtal 
u monarch, finding him(cl£ 04.Ji&cd to impoft fuch 2. duty, fecrned to be doubtful whctbct 
II he had a right to im pore it; :md if parlh,nlcnt th~n thought it their dUly to hue. it 
u regil'\ered~ it was becaufc the contribution wu to hn but a {bort time i if'w", chiefty 
II bccaufc the cxigencies of the It,ate fc.:med to requite I (peetly redrcfa, bJd it not been. 
H for thefe fuMbntial teafons, ~ire, Lewi. tllc Fourteenth would h:avc arknowled eef, 
It that it wal the. nation alone, rc.·unit.:d in tI three cencr~1 {htel, that could gi\'c the 
,. ncc.:fi"ary con(en t for efi:abliOling;t perpc:tu;t! tax-that parl i:aIDCllt wcre never invcil~ 
•• with fuch :II pow.:t"', and that, (horlnJ jJ th, fivtrti,,, /0 an'lIntt hit will " till 
u ptofU they had never bceu charged by the peqple to ,rprrfirtt tlmn fi if'll/iti,,, . 

• 
u Th., is what your refpedfu l plrliall'lc{'It now t;'lke. the libcrty ormenlion'i'ng to your 

41 majeRy ; :lIld. pcneuattJ with th is truth, ;'I1n.r:.ne,l:n t he enormous tldicicflCY!.. :lIlJ 
., thicken with the dtplor:able difof()ell th:u ha ye produccd ir. and might render it per. 
H pcloal, they with .ery much to fce the whole nation :llI"l!mblcd, be:(orc they rt'gifler 
~, any new iaapoR. Tbe nalion, alont, tb us atftmbled. anJI aCtlu.inted WIth tho Uoe 
•• ilate of tbe 6nanctt, can extirpate the ,rtat abu(e. which now Cliil, ::Ind aB"ord fuc.h 
" tf6caciout rcfoarca a will pretent their return • 

u 'Ti. for ),c'Q. Sire. that the itononf was referved of tenewing thore nation)) .lrem .. 
Ij bites wh'c.h rtn4trcd abc ruSH or Charlemagne fo grea.t and iHullriout i ,ff'embliet 

.. lAw:' u.: FcnIt'ttUth, with ,.rel to whom Illt 931llatrnlnl hue Meres 'he tocIultiorr latlSlllf:' ofhM :IC .. by 
am.ina 10 hI. UlI'I" the appclladoo of e_I.~, mon certaintr, liM oaly hll'tI 4~nl.d INI ~ path INIlI WII • 
.... ifI'fltI6r4 With lbe petrCT of dbbli1binc a l"Tptt-W ImpoJ\. bul U\M I..., bl\! ever rofICIJtll ",. u,.rwtJl';" 
,.,.... 01 "...nta.,.be. ~ftlMiQlm~al or .n1 CU I he w(ftll4 pm;,.~Jr bne hilled I",,,, tunAJOA* 10 lbe . ,JII1/ • 
.. , ... oI~_ baft eon6ned Ihtlr ff'1'tllcp to lhofe which were Im",edl*Iy aMc: .. d 10 tLdroltk ... It 

..... _, wlCb "(pcCt 101M I'fCiArt.llon fII fib1 c4id', 1~ WOlikI ha ... c.otIli.s.n" lbe .. tun" .. wt)lII1lty 
.. Ibt ---J1IIQ lftAO,j..ec hi, will 10 tM JMOplt,"-an4 .. 10 the PO"" <If ,nnu"a 0' .,ilhhoWina: '~rphh, .I .. 
...aIr or lM'AAIr. IMwoufd hi ... adopted th.l idea of Volul". Olae llien ... 110 ft'OIW .marty bltween I" ,,,,I,.. 
_ .. to .. ... 1M Pa.r~ts. of En,IIJNI, lhao ,*W".o:a CIImmerc.i.1 n.n(QI at --1't\f. and ~ «)ftfuJ C.( a&

Puc"ome. H.W Ih. parliament ror,Olh:ol (lib clrcumfbnec-cbal ~ bern m'fiOuw ..... ~dlurml a II,IIlC (II«<*' 
jn dlc pnfence d L.eWit the Fourteenth, la whicb ""." the(e WOf~ j, 'Tb# ~1-' Il, 1·lr_~ l!Ionanj,1 IDler • 
.... .......t tiKontor Ml a IIW1J)Cr lbe moll abru;, by Q,ClallDiDI_u '/H lu, , :,." ,I..,'j 1M r' 

...... ~ .,. . ~ 4 
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, t illt repaired ,lithe uie,,!holll caldlQitie, of kin John, and COllcUt(cJ Ivith parliam~nt< 
" to rc<1l."lifh Cha;les the Seventh on the throne. All the 'world is no\\, convinced , v , 
" of the truth of this IIl'Xilll-II",1 m:tflery [merally -OCWllpllni" "MJ ~1I~fi and miflrf'ji
.. (hal tb, ,tiller oUJhoruy is, tlu moy< co~ljidfn(t and (01"'0"1" il jh~I"rI ;Iljpi"t-ond Ibat 
,, _ tIl/tlJjli llt; the pr"/Jillcint qfJemblih wil/) part if I". admill!flral;M, infl.;· f!d of wtn~Cllin[ it, 
.1 woutd'"lighw"U. and mcreafi ilSafJivily. 'tour Not,bles, Sire, fo wTely felcCl:ed by ' 
.. your In,jdly, have alIifled the throne with their councils •• IIU unveiled the ' long
" hicld.n countenance of truth, .which you were determined 1'0 fee. I10w happy now are 

• " the I1Iembers of thi. aIT<i mbly ill prefenting you, Sire" whh the e/FuGons of' that trulh 
" tiley ' ftrollgly feol ill their hearts !-The "'OIldre!. of Francd can I/Qv,r ~c ~>fgrtat Q! wh.II.; 
" !urro/J/uletl hy hi/choppy /ubjeEls: ),e ltas I/Otbi/lg lofiar but the e"c~rs ojlh'ir alif}chmml. 
'"" hI has ND other precaulion 10 tal'e bUllo, oe upon hi! guard ogaitif/. iffi'ing orders thai may be' 
," DeyDlld Ihd,. pow" tD I,tlfil. '13 Y a pcrffCl: union between the fove,..igo and the people, 

, " each party will hJ: a gaioeJ';" a,nd a monarch can never err in following tbe fieps f the 
" hero of tbe fecOild r~ce. who forced from the unanimous lips of a( miring EuroJlC'lh. 
" name of Great. which he certainly dcfcrved by proteding jullice and his people with 
.. the famf arm wh ic h (\ruck terror to his enomies; nor thofe of a Charles the Fifth, 
.. whom ponerity. lhe impartial judge of king3 •. has dignified with the title of wire i 
.. nor thofe of Le wis tllC Twelfth, who. in one of thofe a£remblios. had the fweel f~
.... , ~israaion of hearing himfelf proclaimed the Father of his People; ' nor thoCe, i(l /hOrt, 
., of Hcn,'Y tl;e .Fourth, w'hQfe J1J11~e. llilJ (0 dear to the, French, i\ all _hono~r to 'hu· 
" manity, and daily receives frolll ou~ grateful ' heart. a copious tribute of tell's: 

" Your parliament. Sire', w.;(i')g with imp~tlence for the happy and long.wifbed fo!" 
" moml!~\. when a jull monarch w:ilI deign to 'Cpread his beni!:n inBue'lce OJer a faithful
U nation. aM gra1)t theit requells. moll refpeClfully ~ntre.t your m.jell.y to recall and 
" allnnl the ueC:l~r~tion: of~he \lamp-duty. as altogether incompatihle with the prcftnt 
.. fitu.tion of affa irs; a Juty-that. were it to be enforced, 'would caufe univerf, lllifcon-, 
.c t nt and (orrow to 011 the realm; aDd the bare mention o£ which. bat .lII:J<Iy (pread a 
It g"lIeral alarm through the k.ingdom." • 

• 

rl)i5 remonl1:1':Ince. though it contains much good reafonill~ .nd· m~ny falutary admo
nitions, was by no meansconclufive as to th~ poiut of parliamentaryjnterp06tion. The 
advice to a£remble the nates was ind,Cputably wholefome, allt! den;andeu the moll ferious 
attention of the monarch; but the neceffity of the cafe would not "dmit of delay. atid 
Lewis waS obliged to apply, as the lalll'cfort. to hiA ablulute authority, by holding a bed 
of jullice, alld comjlcl\ing the pO\rliament to tegiflcr the difputed edict.", 

01\ 
• • 

13- It was TlJWm th is .QCcafioo, fhat tbe count d'Al"tOr., dle klng's youngeftbrotl,er, Wll0 hA.d beforo ftood , .. ,our,.. 
-;>blt in tile publif opilliOJl, completely (or(eited hil tlniDl$ to I'0pul;ority, The 1i{ft pn:fident o( the parliam •• , -

, iol'> , 
• 
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. On the feventh of Augun, the day af,cr 'he reginering of Ihe ~,Iia, the parli Inent 
enlereu a formal peOlen, endtted with a . new aod extraordinary e.tenl. of opera,; n. 
again" ,hi. coneeffitm which had been extor,ed from them. They declar d, IhM it had 
b~en regi/lel d againll their approbation O/Id (or:/cnt. b· ,h. king's cxprefs mm.od; ,hat 
fhe edia neilher ou hI 10, nor foNtd, have any lore e; 311J tim lhe lirli perfon. who 
l110uld prefume to attempt to enfvrce its xccutiOll, (llould b~ at§,)tll,ti 4 Ira,,.,. and (tnt

demntd to tn( lolli". This condua was Oill mote ullconlli,ut ·m .. t ,h n the a.bi.rary 
e~~nion of regal authori,y, ['neioned, as il was, in ,his in tl~nc , by ,be jill? rklus plc~ 
of neceffity; the alTumplion 01 Icgif/(J.ltfJ( pow r, by a court of ju/Hee, W"s a •• iuno
tion of the mod al.rming natur~,-au ;nnova.ion not mor dan~erQlI' Ib~r. il w. pre
ponerou.. TIL parliament {ecru to have loft their wifdom w·,b ,beir l".nper; their 
protefi breathes a very different (pirh Irqm tbeir remolJlJranc'; and ,he m.nOr III 

which they now conduaed Iheir oppofition t.tnded '0 annihil".e \' CII that la,,·ful au
thori!y which by the conlliwtion was veiled in the crown ;-,hat o/' fit;oll'o.) w... n· 
deted fiill more formidable by ill receiving the fan €lion of all ,he .>ther p.II ' '"11, 
who, alas! were little aware thaI, by tllis mean, they cootributed to raife a 81me whi h 
wo' de(Uned to conrume thelruclves. ' • 

• 
Sueb w .. now tbe lituation of afrairs, that the king wa,s redu~d to the .bfolule n • 

cemty 01 either proceeding to extremities in the fuppon of hi, au,hority, or of g,vVlg 
up, for ever, the power of railing money upon any occalion. however imm~diate or r
gent, without the confen' of Ibe parlia ent. 10 tbe mean time. every cirrumflallc.e 
tbat occurred ferved 10 indicale an approaching /lorm. Pari3 had, fince .he commence
ment of ,he . difputes, bcen fo iilJed with troops. that it ralher wora \he appearance of a 
mililary camp, uoder military law, lha .. ,hat of a greal and peaceable "capilal, undtr tire 
governmem of a civil magiaracy. and its own ttrunicipal laws. All lhe aycnuc. \0 Ihe 
Piliais, where the different cb~mber3 of parliament held tbeir meeling" "'cr~ occupied 
by {oldien; and tbe memb$'r6, io their way to and frQm the places of their refide'l'~ • 
.... ere obliged to p'afs Ihrough tOWS of bayonets. Indeed, Ihe P.rilionl afforded, in fome 
<legree, a colour for lhis meafure, by Ihe unprecedented alld uorellrained liccuce they af
C mrd. in fpeaking, wtiling, and a.Eling. upon rublic aud political affairs. . 0 gr at '1'", 

ille interell Ihej' now look in 'hoCe mallen, uclr was the freedom pf their fpeech in 
clifculling thofe topirs. (hat a IItW1ger, lJut lor the appearan(e of Ibe .toops, mi h,eamy 
bav lancied bimlelf in the c~pilal of • epublic. 1 Li, licence was carri d 10 far by lhe 
l>opulace, 'hat even a military force pro\ ed inadequate to the p tell ion of tbe count 

ina. io • \"cry fpiritcd (pete-b, declared the c.,u(e, U(I9U "hicb lbat body 4'"ound.d tlldr R.(U(.aJ cf r itt n"~ U"' 
it:amp..ux, tb~&. prince rx, iI.med, "Ith \tI ,r-mtncc, th:>!t If I were ki"., Ibo), thould (omrjy, ",on t\'h'"kI 
tb4 prc(tde'H. maklnI210'\ w .... , Jellied, 1.$ H -you wero kir.g, J n ould (Olf wL:n J hau 110'1'1 aid, my hct(c iuj~ 

-, pcopW'l rt'Iy unc1erfWruhnl umYOWD; andm) hod ~Ulekin" .. ·f • • 

• 
lJ~ d' Arloi. 
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,1' Artois fr<lm the !!lOn une.tuivo:~1 m'r~s of public in'li~ mion a!t1 n l'rd; 
:roeu( (the kinis Inext hrother) by purflllng a di fferel1~ litle of cOIlUU~, W 15 

p,aifes allI bellcdiaions whenever be appeared. 
, , . 

• 

L f71l(;. 

while mono 
loa!ed with , 

• SQrne few days after the parliam,ent had en te'ted. tbe protell; an officer of the French 
I:uards, wi\h.a;pat);offoJdiers,we.nr, / 1 ~r'elkofday, to the h.our. ~r each individ~~IJ 
member, to r.~nify to him tbe Icln~ s com~.~nd, thaI h~ ,(bould .mmed"'te\), get .~to hIS. 
~~rriage ,'od proceed to Troyel, WIthout wntm,g or fpeaklOg 10 anYj ,erfon out. of hIS owrv 
houfe 'before ),is depa,rture . . Thefe orders helng [e,vcd upon all at the fameanflant,lInw 

.tatried into immediate executi~ll; all dirord~r "'as;thereby fo e/feChu.l'y prevented, that 
tbe parliamel1t waS rar advanced on.lts way. to th~ Ceene of banilllrnenJ., before the Pari·' 
lians were app~ i'l."d of the circumllauce. • 

• I 

But the fiop put to public bufinefs, and the di[()rd~rs o()ca!i'oned 'by' th'e b'anilhmentof 
the parliament,.. were fo fehJibly relt, abd the diff.tisfaf.lion of the peopl.1Ip"n lhat event' 
was [0 great, lhat the crown',Could' not long perrev.re in maintaining that botlilo· mark of 
its r.[entment. Th~ COUrl was alro in itfetf fo appar~nlly weak and divided, and f uch con· 
tinual changes took r.lace ltl tbe. different. der.artmtnu of ft~te, .Iha, i, evidently w.an cd ' 
el'ery, thing t~at could' confer dignity' on i'ts:: cdnducl, or a'fford /lability to its meafdre •• 

" "some appearance. of ! igour was: however, .frumed by tbe publication of an edlcl, by 
, wbich the late Tefolutions of the parliament were declared to' be illegal and null; bllt no' 

meafures being a dopt~d foe giv~pg olTeEt to this.. cdia, oar any attempt m.de to enforce. 
the t ~xes, it p.-(red as ' nothing! ,,But tbe !urbulence of the Parilians was -effHhlOl]y 
curbed by a guard or twelve ' thoura d . men, /lalioned in the capital" and .b.efides the con. 
tinual patroles, by. rug-ht an,d dar. fubaiterJI officers, ",ith fmall detachmenl5. of foldiers. 
were polled at th e corn~rs of every /lreet. The king, in lhe mean lime, was employed-, 
ill the la~dable talk ,of Ill~kjng cPl\tU1llal r~tTcn.hmcn.lS in his houihold • .'ani other de.~ , 
partment. , • " • 

• 

, , 

The chamb<;r of account. arid th~ court of aids having likewif.,. prote(ied againfl the . 
new taxes, Jnd I e::tio,ncd the king to convene an aiftmbly of the State.·Gentral, all tbe 
only means of ,,/loring Ihe pubUc 'con6dence and Iral.lquillitYI the monarch,' in fome 
pJrlS On' l an,"wet, feemed 10 difdai the lofty language of his p edecerron, by cntering 

, into wh~t .pp~red likc.fome,juftiliciltion of , his conduCt, witho.ut a,forma) alrump.tio.Q ' 
of that name or cI1al'llae,. He began, however. by .telling them that it WIS ' nOllhe bu
finds 0: his courts of jull:ce to deman~ a conyoca~ion of the S~tes-General; it belo~ 
cd to hlly alon~ to determme whe!h.:r 11. was ,proper; and as he raw it was not Tleulfory, 
they Ihould not have re?ewed theit demand; that he had already dOAe more for hi. peP
ple than tbey now required: tha~;hc ~d granted them p~ovinci.I ,a(!'emblis:s, which wete 

the moll compet~Dt to make known the waptt OIDd wilhes of the whole ki\lgdoDl' thet fie . ' r. . Qlawa. 
• 

• • 
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lIiould never oppofe whatever the want! of the people might require: that he had tranf. 
rerrcd his parliament from P.dris to Troyes, becaufe that affembly had ellcited a rermen~ 
a~lIong hil people, which their prefence would only ferve to 1I0uri'!h and enereafe: tllat 
he IIl~u1d Judge of lhe lime pro!,er for its rellor .... ion: that his principal objea had ever 
beS'n the c1ircovery of the trutb: that it wa~ his duty to infill on his full power i~ hal
ing his edills regillered,: if there were any inconveniences in the execution of Ihem, hi. 
parliament was wrong in not ma\;ing him acquai(lted with them: that h Ihould receir ~ 
with pleafure the remark, ,nd rupplications of the two petitioning court,. who might ex
~ea every thing from hi, ju~ice. and his regar4 to his people; but tha~ th~y oug))t 10 
confider the combin3.\ion of ci rcumllan·ce5. and 10 obrerve. that he wa, uncler tJ\e nece!!ity 
of eurfuing Cu~h ntra[u«. as w.ouJd bell enable him faithfully to fulfil hi. enl!'lge\Uents. 

' Vhile thing! were in this lituali~n. the unexpeaed arrival, without Ic~vc or not.iee ' 
of tbe lira prelident of dre parliament from Troy~. at Verfaillel. wh ,le·it ex~ilj:d genefal 
a!lonifhment. afford d a gleam of fali f.e'on and hope to the puillic. Tbe pre lidenl 
was dirpatehed by that bod}' to lbe. king, to reprtfent, in !Iroll colours. the rUil)Ou. r ... 
tUition to which his country wo uld be inevitably reduced by a perfeverance in tbofe 
meafures which he bad been advifed to purfue; tha( all public bufincf. w • at a Iland ; 
and that. thoU3h the cOD~equentes of fu~b a !laie 01 alT.ir. could not be Pl'¢cit Iy arc~r-

. t3iDed, yet it was evident that diford .. , cpnfuGon. and perhap. danger to the puuli tran-
quillity, were the probable refults. A • . lhe court wifhed fa Ihe occaGon, a negr>ciatjQn 
immedi.tcly commenced , and an accommadatio,.. (oon took pi ce. The king agreed 10 
give lip the Ilamp duty, and ~he tero itori.) impbG, Dnd to gi ve f"i.faElioIl.IO parJiamC1)1 in 
fame olher refpeas. Thi. was an impolitic me.Cure. aJ it /a,nCtioned, ina cerlain deg,ee. 
tbc encroachments or pariiamelll, ftnd might be conllroe" illl"'. tacit eknowledgmellt 
of their right-arighl they had .ffLimed in direa \' iol~tion of Il ~ fundament.1 princi. 
pies 01 the French connilUlion-lo annul. by withholding their approbJtioo and con. 
fen'l, Ihe ediCls of Ihe crown. A vigorou. government would ealily have eru(heJ 'heir 
oppolition, for the two edilh in 'll'flliQn had been enregi/lered a,tcoming. to, tbe ufull 
form. in a bed of junice, which, from the undifpulecl fa»aion of ages. conferred on Ihem 
all tht. efficacy and force of laws; but the enfe. bled Ilale of the court. the waot of vigour 
in ill councils, .I<o,It, probably, .with an ill.founded hope, and an iil-limld deGre ofae
commodation. ferved altogether so induce the king. 10 fubmiltO Ihis dangoroll incoatl upon 
hi, aUlbGtity. lnd to relinquilh thefedecrees. whi It could alonel ... ve .enabled bim to c<>n
duQ tbe bulinef. of government witb feeurity and efl'eE!:. 

The pc fider.t of tbe parliament. in a {petch to Ib~ king, con,'e),cd the moll ample 
ac!mowledilllcnl frOIll that body of (boir grateful fenre of hi. equity and junjce, and of 
hi. atre8ion for bis fubjea. ill withclraing Ihe ohnoxiou. edias, necompanied witlt af\. 

• illfAlI.c", oftlleir gr,lIefu) eonewrente in all bis majelly'. beneficial view. fo relielling the 
peoplo, 

• 
• - - . 
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peop'e, and rendering tllei'n I)appy. Tb~ k.ing" "nfwel' ,,:,as ~" eeding\y ~raciol.\s, cort., 
taini?g pro duons of the moll. petrea c;o.nficle~ce ill the .fidulllY and I",all)' of tbe par

liament, a d of the !fre~te~ atr.efllOn for , hIS (ubJeEts. 

~ut thefe indicaljo',)S of a concilia(o~y difpofitiov. in tbe contending rartieHoo f{JolI. 
dit.ppe;'r,e~ . 'lnd the flame, lhat was fmothered tor a wb ile, Lurl!: f<>r tll ':itb add~ti!)n.l • 
... iol nee. A dettnnined oppefition to tile rr.c.furcs of go\'ernment was dlfpl. , ed 10 the 
province: , whi b fcemed ~o vie with eac~ other in Ihe bOIdaefa and encqty of their pro_ 
ceeding!. Alilong various inll .nces of Ihis fpiri). of refillance, ;dle r~;\i.ment of G e
.rlo);1e I , a cr~d a detree againfl Letlres de Cathel, by which it 'was reildered a capital crIme 
fOI~ an)' ,Perfon, u :,der "n allthority. to attempt , Iv: execution of th61" Iqtters w~lnin 
tbelt juri{diEtioQ. This decree, though cai,culatecl to prulTlOle a [alut.,y Pllrl'"[, ,lIIaf
~uch as 14Il,'4s de CachtJ were the molt dreadful inllrumepts or a,bilrary powcr,-in
firumenls whicb the law reprobaled, ,and the connitution difavowed-was highly dc
ferving of ce~lure, finee it betrayed Ihe iIlloll: unw~rri'"table affumptiou, of leg"Oative 
autllo,rity; ~Il auihonty ' as rep"gndn t Co the rpiril of lhe' con(\itution, arid a$ liable to 
abuCe, as lbc clefpotic J'ower wl;ic):> had b~e~ ./fuOled P1 the crown, fince the dapl of lbe 

fourth Henry. ' • 

The neceffiJ.ies of the ftate me"'lwliilc eontinuc<\, nor could lhe deficienc), in the rr ... 
venue t e Il.opped bUI by eX llllordinary reroute s, or a lOng an d uninterrupted courfe of 
frug iJ). The k.ing. there!9re. was reduced to the n.ceffity of providing for the iml7Je

,.liatt CXIS' "jes by In, ellaulilbment of a loall. For this purpofo, in 'I very full me~ti"g 
1)[ the !,odiament, (on tho fcvellth ,of NOvelllber) 'lll,cnded by all the princes of thtl 
1>'1000 , gre~t offict'IS of fla te, and peers (of Fran'ee, ' he rep~ired "'the P,,/ail; aM pre
fClvcd lor 'regitlradon twO editb; one for a new 10:1" of fOil. hllndrecl a/ld tirlJ' millions 
of livre., (.Lout eighteeo rnillit>us {~,'ell hundred and fifty tho'lraJ1cl pO)lnds Ilerling) 004 
tbe olher 101 Illc re-etl.blithment of the Protetl.nrs in at Ibeir allcient civil righ,,; 
a ml./U1e which had been fome time in agital! n, bu t lhe progrefs of which had been 
impeded ~y the late di/putes. The ID911a"h introduCl:d hiS cpias by th~ following' 

• fpee h: 
• 

• , r,cnt!~meJ1, I am "omoto thi, acr~mblY'to recall to my parliament thofe principle, 
" {rum wlillb It oughl never to de\,I.le, <lod to Illar what YOll have to ray upon IWO 

.. 8' M " $ 01 'dmini/llOlion ~l1d )t'giOdlion, "hieh to me have appeared necelfary. 
" , 11 e pril ciplc$ "I ieh 1 mean to (('call to your rccoll~aion , (onOitute a pari of the cr • . 
.. f /lee of Ihe n .~lI~arcj,y. and I "iii' nOI f~jfer thenc te be.\lt;known or ~Nangcd. I b3d 
.. ,00 M ~ ot fc\lcctlat "no ,10 .1I",;"hI6 tJ1e nOlabl., of my klO/ldom. I !hall Dcv~r be 
/, afraid "ot be~lJg ,amo?g, my Jullj(~s, " A ~)11!l. J France i, never JDOfe happ)' than 
~' .. wbe .. he I enJoys theIr Jove 3jld fideJIlY i but It 1$ J only VI ho am toojudge of the ufe 

~. anti 

, / 
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u .nd neeeffiry of thofe a1remblics, "Id T ""ill not fufFer myfclf to be imiifcreetiy lm
C< p.prtune~ fqr that which ought to he ex, e~led frem my wifdom, 'nd the love I bear \.0 
" my people, ~hofe interolis ore infcp,r,"lc frooo my ewn. The oCt of adminilt'r.tiOll 
'~ 'Yhich 1 pro(>ofe t myrelf is all edia, collt.jlling a cre~tion bf fuccemve lo.ns for five 
.. years. I willled so have no farther recourfe ro rhe aid of !e.n,; hut order .ud econo 
" my muli have time to make them efl"oCtu,l. Limited and well -calculated Ib.ns will 
" retord the cUleptioll' ef t\)e fonner, hut they will not preve/lt-thero. No new.impofi, 
" will, lie 'cfiablilhed, and my engagements will be fullilkd • • I will ever roaim.in, hy 
.. th" moli cenfran; and und ivitled proteClioll, the holy religion in which I have the h~ll
.. pinds to hnve been bej-n;.:lOd l will not permit it to ru/fer the flMn.a dilllinu~ioll ill 
.. my kingdem. Bur I om o( tlpinion, th.t this (alOe religion commands me not \0 

.. leave a p~rt of my fubjech ~eprjved of tlleir natur,,! righrs, .!"I what the 11ate offoci

.. elY promifes them . My plrli.ment ought to reckon upen' my confiden .. e ~nd alfe.9:ien; 
•• but they ougllt to merit them, by confining themfelves within the func'Hells cenfidlHl 
•• to their execution by the kings my prec;lecc{fors; bei ng earcJul not to depart frolll, npc 
H re(uti them," anll lUort! panicularly never te fail in giving \0 my fuhje sal' eX.Olple 
," of fi oelity .nd [uhmiffion. M" keeper of the feals will communicate to YOIl my in.. 
., tenti on$. H ' " 

TI~is [pecch, to fay the Icali efit, was certainly iIl·timed :. e,xert ionl of v}gour, witf! 
regard to Ihe ullconlHtutional cncr03chmel~fs of the plrliament, Ihould -have been m.de 
at the tiOle fuch elle roacbmenls were committed; the argument~ her •• dduct(llI'ould 
tllen hav~ been well-.pplied ; b'ut Mt.er an ,ccemmodation hnd ~.ken place, aU rctrofJ'e,
tive re/narks lhould bave be~n .veided, as holiile to tr,.I: r.onciliatory fpiri~ '!hich it was 
the i"tcrelt of all pa,·ties to promote. The cenfurc c. /l upon the parliament, for their 
conduCt in foliciting an .ll'emhly of the Norables, was highly improper, .< in fo deing 
tbey had I}.riGtJ d,fehargc<1 their duty, and only .xe(led that right of petilioning, ,~hich 
every fubje& in the kingdem indi(putabLy poll'elred. .J 

• • 

As feon !S Ibe !>ing had filijfiled lIis fpeech, pcrmiffion ~.s annQunced for evrry m!m
ber 'If the ~irembl: to .Ieliver his (entiments without 'rJI,ail/'; a licence which pro
duced, ~s might naturolly be fllppo[ed, a ve~y warm elch.!. en the fuhjCC1: of the 103n, 
that was fupperted ' with equal perfever;lnce by the cellrt-party, and by that which op

, po[ed the regi!lration. The difcuffien h.d continued till fix o'clock in the even ing, 
when the king, who b.d fat nine beurs without taking .ny rcfre/llll)ent, being wcarie4 
with the length of the argumeints, and prell'ed by hunger, fudd.nly rofe, and commanded 
tbe edill to be regifiertd wilho~t farther delay. This fummar,Y' med~ o~ proce'?ing 
was, moti unexpeCtedly, oppofed by the I!uke of Or1e3ns, who, confiderlOg It at a dmet 
;nfringement of ilie rights of parliament, immediately woteRed '~gaioJl the wbele pre
cetdingl of the day. as bei(lg thereby rendered null and void. The king a/loniOlcd, 

• howcvq 

• 

• 
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however repuled his orden, ana t'hen quitting the llftmbly, totUlllcd to VtTr~iIIe. with-
out breakillg hi. f~ll. \ 

I • 

Ullon his departure the pariianieot reroh'ed, that a$ the votes h.d nQ.t, according to 
their fhn~ng olders. b.en ',egulady counted, and 3$ their delibe .. tions h.d been inter. 
rupted, they could not confider themrd ve, os h.vin~ any Ihare in the bulillds of th.r 
lilting; thereby confirming the protell of tbe duke of Orltans, ;n<l rt:ndering the pro
ceet]i11gG totally void, .on the evening of the following clay, the balon de Breteuil pre-

• fentcd. Ittter (0 the duke of Orle.ns from the king, in which he was eOl1cifely inform
ed. that his majelly had Tearon to be di(fatisfied with his conduCt i that he ordered him II? 
retire to Villars-Cotteret (one of hi~ feats, .bout fifleen leagues fron, PJris) whtre he 
was to receive no company except that of his own fam ily I that fl. Ihould depart imme
diat.ely, and fleep.t ,Reincy, four leagues from Paris, where, for the p'lefent night. !IC,
{boule! fee (lone of his family , nor any perCon belonging to his houfc. On the fame day 
t)le Abbe Sabatitre. and 'Ilonfiellr Ft.tea~. both members of tbe parliament, and who had 
both diilinguifhed themfdvet in Ihe late debale, were, notwitlllbnding the freedom 1)( 

tpeech whieh was then proclaimed, both taken up and fent off guarded • .un~cr the all'-- . 
thority of Lt/lres d.-Cathel, the lirll: to the prifon of Mount SJint Michael-art impreg. 
nable and almoil inacceffible rock 011 the coan- of NorlU"lldi.-alld the other to ~ l'rifolt 
ill Picardy. . 

The p.rliament did not rell contented tinder thefe aCls of -oppreffion offered to th~r 
members. and the crown had /lOW injudicioully aftordcd , 'hem bllt too jail: grounds of 
complaint, 011 the following d,y they w.ited on the king at Verr.illes, where the lirll: 
prefident. in a fhort fpeeeh, declared their alloni Ibment and conc!ern at underil.,lding Ihat 
a prince of his own royal blood had been exiled, and t"o members of their body impri. 
fOiled. fol' having declared in hi. prefence what Iheir duty and confei.ncc. diClaleo to 
thcm in a fitting wherei:! his lII . j eily himfelf had announce~, that he came to take the 
fenfe of the alfembly by. pturality offulTr.ge,: that, loll in connernation as they were 
at th is incident, tney hUlnbly fup plicatrd his fIl)jtOy to renore to J prince of his I,lood. 
and to the two maj;i~r~tts, the l Iberty which they had lbu. loft. 

To thfs t ,e king anfwercd, tl,at when h. put "way from hi. pr.fence a prinee oflli • 
• 

bloo(I, hi, parliament ousht to have Lelieved, that he h;d very firong reafons for fo duing: 
_that he h~d puninlCd tlNO m~giAr.tel with whom he had re;fon to be dilr.,j,f1ed. 

Thi' beonic rebuS' did not prevent tIle patwament f,om ptd.nting a w:ry long, and a 
nry fpirited addrefs two day. after, in which tl~y decl"",,, Ihat the public Itli8ion bad 
preceded Iheir appro .. " to the foot cf the thtone: Ihat Ihe nile of die: firifprince of hi, 
"Iood, lnd the imprifonrnent of t"o magifime" without ally 1m0WQ cUlfe, bill excit£Ci 

• IlDiverfai 
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univerC.I confttrnalion 3Ild l;rier :-Could it h3\-e been a crime to (peak Ihe tr "in the 
preCtne. of hi ~ m3j~(ly 1-10 fl'e.k it Wilh 3 reCp arul franknef •• which might h:lve me
riled his approbalionl Aism.jelly h3d come alljong them todelri and their free Cu!rroge.: 
to siye them 011 ever), occaGoo was th.e ritht and the dill, of parli.mellt, and the in teren 
of tIle king. He had come to the Rarliamcnt. Ih.t he might fit encircled with t~C love; 
~nd with the wiiilol1l of hIs r~bjeas. It lVas true the keeper of h is f.als had cxprerred 
to them his rnojefty's Centiments; 6ut if they Allowed that circQI)llbnce to form 0111 

dill inaion, they IlIoul<l do injullicc to the /illll'licity of trulh, and thc re.1 dlaat., of 
hos IIlJjefty' , heart. If fll,clt principles wele to be ell.blithed, (heir counfe! would, 

indeed. no longer come within the fanauary of juRicc. th e afylulD of law J but as truth 
Inuil be heard. it would break forth from the .bode of terror and /ilence. If the duke of 
O,lean. was guilty, they wtre ~'CO. It w~s worthy the lil'i! prince of the blood to re
preCent to his .n3jelly. th"t ho was transforming a meeting of the parliament inlo a bed 
of julHco: his !feclaration only' announced their C.ntiments I 'his feelings had judged o( 
thein; anti if. fly tht effeCt rlh~t concord, whiFh nothin&, could dellrllY. befween the 
wifhes anil the d\lIy6f parliament, the duke of Orlean. had Shewn a couroge worthy 
his 'birt~ and rallk. he had no ~fs manifclleu a heart zealous for his Covercign'l glory • 
.. III faa, $ire,llrangers canllot conceive, pollhity will not believe, t lUlt \'te could be 
.. expoCed tb any danger in telling your mojelly that truth which you have uemanued 
.. iu perfon. Your prefence il always accompanied with favour: mun it henceforth 
" produce feu and aBl iaion 1 A bed o(jullice would be lefs terrible than a fitt ing of 
" parliament. Our loy:rlty to your mn1elly could not prevent tlie Cuppreffion of our 
~ opinions. if our ,confidence, cnc,ournged by yourfelf, were no other than th e lignal of 
•• our exile or imprifOIlment." 

They reprefented, i~ colours and terms equally Ilrong and pathetic, the cruel an. 
""".,rthy treatment which the two full'ering magillr.tes had received 0" he 00"(,011 

of their imprironment, (rom thofe bafeft of mankind, the inllruments of aroitrorr 
power ond of the ,,,,lice; al well as the Ibte of their con6nement in horrid and loath
fome prifons. whtte life was n ~onti"U31 pilnillllnent.-" Jf their exile be the recom
.. pence of tn. fiJelity of the princes of your blood; if outrage, and capt ivity threaten 

" the uprightnl!~ of the lirn magillrates of the lingdom, we may alk ourfelve" with 
" Inror and gtief, what will become qf the bW' •• the public liberty, the natioMI ho
« nour, and the manners of your mnjdly'. fu bj ch; Ihof. rnannrr'$ fi mild, fo ne
.. celfarr to be referved for the common interell: of the throne, and of the people. 
o. Sud, cldi&DS, Srre, are foreign from youf heart, fuch exampltl .re not the principles 
.. of ),oDr majdly. They arife from anotber fOllree Your parliament, Sire, molt 
.. hwa1ll)' bel~cbc, your majefiy ••• you va,lue your glory, your high renown, to re
.. mo •• tIiIDlc 'alljaiog evuDCd., to cODfult and linen only to your own heart, aud then 
.. juffice jIb humanity. encouraged by the retorn of Ille .filII prir;,. of ),our blood, 

, X .. and , 
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~. ~nl h e releafe of pur two m3giflrat~, will bogin to e!fare ,n example, whicl. 
II .would enel by the deftru.:lioll of the 1 .... '$. the degrJoali,n of Ihe magiftqcy. uniyer~ 
" r.l difcouragement, ':Inti. the triumpll of the ~nemi cs to the honour of Fc-oInce.·· 

• 
J 

I ' 

A d~putalion, wh ich returned. on the twenty,li'xth of N ovember. rece\ve'~ for anf,ver 
that they had ~Iready been informed b)' the keeper of \h~ feals. hat the OIore goodnefs 
qis majdiy Iheweq when he followed the inclinadons of his heart. the more firmnefs he 
difc6vered when he thought he perc~ived any artempt& to abu[" that kindnefs. Th'is 
would he. fuffici.nt anfwer to their fupplications: b.ut he 'woul~ add, [IUt if he did not 

I hlaol. the COllcern they feemed'to give themfelfes about the detention of Ibe two ma-

I 
gift .. tes, he could not but difapp,ove of the:rexaggeratioll of the circumflallces and COll-

I 
fequences of Ihat me.fure. 311(\ of the diCp<Jfitio11 they betrayed to. .fcribe it to motive., 
which the freedom of opini'o'l he allcwesl did no\ permit them to fuggeft. He 'owed no. 
explanations to any bo">:, of the motives of his refolutions; 4elired them to endeavour 
no. Jonger to join the part icular caufe of thofe whom he had punilbed, with the illlerells 
of iIJ1Y other fuhj~as, or with th~t of Ille laws. All his fuhjcas knew tbat his goodnef. 
va. continually aw~ke to, thcir happinefs, and tbey felt its e!feas even in the .cis of his 

juftice, Everyone was interened in the.prefervatiqn of public order. and it efi'coti.l!ly 
belonged. 10. his authority. If thofe \v"o had been charged with the execution of'b ;. or
ders had ~ehJved ' in a manner contrary to his intentions, he would puoilh them. If til. 
places where the two'magi{hates were detaIned was prejudicial to tlfeir health, he would ' 
ordl:r tllom 10. be remon(l. The fentence of· the two mOsifirates was io cenfeqtl"OCe 
eha.lg." from i'mprifoll,nenl ~o exile, M. Fret~au being fent to one of his country feats. 
Md the abbe Sabatlere to • convent of BenediCtines; b~t it feetn~ that 'this cOllcemQ~ I , 
was I10t oDtairied until a promife, on tl~ part of the parliament, had been made, that the-
ediCt fer ellahlifhing the loan of four hundred and fifty millions 'of livres, which bad bec~ 
tbe often(ible caufe of this u?fortllu:ue difference, Ihould be rr.giftcrcd :-a promi{e, that 
was imt,nediately fulfillec!. , 

Still, bowever, the parliament betr:lyed :I difpoution to inull: on thofe points .gainll 
_bicl. they originally remonftrated; at ~Il aifcmbly of the great chamber of parliamtnt. 
a~tcDdcd. as tI.ey irlformed the king, by the princes and peers of the realm, havi"g taken 
llil m.jelly's aniwor into cotUi-deration, they were charged to Jay b fore .him their repre,. 
{'PUtjona on the fubje~. -

• • 

. The bold'!cf. of ol1inion and energy of Ian til age difplayed in this I'lIIIlOnllranee. wbicn 
was improperly termed a petition. greatly furpafi'ed'any attempt t,,",t had ycrl\een modeto 
cfiablilh an \\nlimittecl freedom of difeuffion 00 political topic •• TI,e monarcb WOl$ open· • 

• , ly and unequivcx:aJl y told, tbat 'the magiftncy of bis kingdom, a. well:l/l cY:pIy true ci- • 
lizen, were alloDiJb.~4 at !hI: reproWlc. contained in hi. anfwer, and at the· principles. 

• - wbicll 
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\\"hich it maniferted; though they were fu frolll attributing them to hi. perfonal fenti. 
ments .. The padiament fUPIl0rted 3nd confirmed thei r former charge, rebtive to the 
jndignities ofFered toth':;r tlVO members; 3nd "id, that public decency had received a fe
vere wound in the choice of the perfons who executed hit orders on th.t occ.lioh. They 
/looted, that-in de,'oting themf.lves to the puhlic fervice; io promiling to rele~fe his ma
jefiy from the Jirn ,duty which he owed to the nation, naOle~, tbat of junice; in bring~ 
ing tip their cIMJd,en to be fut~ ea to the fame f.crifice, they never could have fuppofed 
th.t they were expofing themfelves .nd their children to misfortune., and nil/. lefs to out. 
roges of fo heinous a n.ture: II But we do not come fo ",uch to cl.im your cOlllp3ffio~ • 
.. as the proteaion of th. laws. It is not 0 your humanity :olone w~ addrefu ourfelve.; 
.. it is not a favollr which your parliament folicits; it comes, Sire, to demand juJli<l.
~ Th.t junice which i. fubj . a to regulations, independent of the will of man; even 
.. kings themfdves are fubfervient to them; that glorious prince, Henry the Fourth. >C

.. knowledgectthat be had two fovereign., God, .nd the law •. 

.. One of thefe regulation. is to condemn no one without a hearing; it is a duty in 
" all times, anJ in 1\11 ~Iaces; it is the duty of.lI men; and your m~jefry will allow UI 

.. to reprefent to you, that it is 3S obligatory on you, as 011 your fubjectl." • 

They ob(erved, th~~ the glorious privilege ,of Ihewing mercy to crimin-:.is helonged to 
the crown, but the .61: of condemning t~em was not one o( its (unClions; the lawl had 
placed th·.t odious office in other hands; that painful and dangerous t.lk lheking could 
not exorcif.. And from thefe premifes they had deduced this in£. rence, that thofe who 
advired the king to puniDI of his owOl accord, to puniD) without a tli ol, to ord r exile., 
arren, .nd imprifonments, were guilty o( wounding eternal junice, of violating the 
laws of the realm, and of denroying thc moli coufol.lory prerogative which hi. majcDy 
polTelTed. 

They concluded by faying- 'It is, tllerefor., in tbe n.me ofthdfe bws which preferve 
.. empires, in the name of that libe"y of which we .re the refptCllul interpreters and the 
•• lawful mediators i in the n.me of your authority, of which we 3re the filn and moll 
.. con6dentialminillers, that we d3re·dcmand the trial or the lib<,ty of the deice of Or
.. Inn., and the tWQ exiled mllgifirates, who were impllfoned by a (udden order, as co -
•• tral7 to Ihe fentiments as to the interells of your majoDy." 

• 

. A. D. 1,88.J The anfwer of the king was equally I ~conic and repuW"e: the fuh
flante of it was, .. Tbat tlocy {hould \lot demand from Ilis jullice what folcly depended 
.. lIpon hi. will." • 

• 
The patli.'lIent, therefore, ptrGfled in their efforts : h~ving appointed a time for tak

ing the anfwcr il)to confideral ion, tbey p.fl",d {everal refolutiollS, Drollgly cnrorei "g and 
• Xz wb~. , 
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en'litt"ing til: principles adqO\;~ed , in thefr f<>rmcr remo :\ilnncci. TI yelurge.r' tlle king-
";ith"departing from the prof. llion, holden out in f.)me. of his former Jed~rrrioni or an-. 
(wen. Tllt:ir r~p"dh.tion oFLcllros dtCachtt placed them In every pOll\t of ',ew tn.1t could; 
rendet them oelious or terrible.. They dererih~d thom as ~.in~ the common inlhument$ . 
oft:oncca led vie ws and p~ivllte I'evenge; and they. fc;upled not to cllar,e th mon>rt:hy 
' ; i'1. ,Icge nerati~g into aCt~. 1 defpotifm, through the nefarious a.bufe ot' l ~t IIfog'l ~-. 
thi>riI V, by mfoille,'s "ung nhefe letlers,~ without lioy focm of lal" or col ur of jl!lliCI:,. 
for depriving iodividuals ot their liberty.. They arguod-and no groun . of argu,ment.. 
'eould pofTefs greatef fireI1glh-thal the fa IDe pqwct which arbitrarily del!rivod:the 6rll·, 
'prilJce:of the b100d and th'e>~.ro magifirates of, theitliberty, might~ . "n,dou\>tedly, "ith
greater cafe. ott'ack, that of all other citioz.c,',, ·; and if the repeal 'of fueh .~bltrary order 
<Jepe'nded only. on tlie goodnef. and ple.fure of the monarch, it mull n.ruraUy foliolit' 
lIlat no Frenchmnn had any fteurity for his lib~rty; that Lt'ilrt~ de CQch'l wcre to h.v,,
th" effect of laws, and were to b~ conuder~d . as . n~ee!l'.ty and el[entw ~t oi go~. 
-v.ernment" 

• 

\ This pr\nciplc they totany <ond.lUlIed, as fulwcrtingthe moft\facred' foundation. of tho, 
oonHitution. They declared, that they, therefore, could not, and,) odecd, that they oag\lt ' 
.not, to recur to the ~ng's goodner., itT o rder t~ ,obtain th~ liberty .. t the duke and o£ the 
two magi/hates: fueh. a fiep would be,no lef. derogatory. from tqc elfential ",~ociRJe4 ' of, 
the conJlitution, and of publi~ order, llla11 from the .generoul fenti"!eIlli of the, fa1F~"er 
thcmfclves: that'all his,majetty's fu1ljefu were <!qually illterellod in prevellting the fad ef
fea. of to .. <i>ngerolls a principle: and that they_ neither could themfelve., Dor cvcr 
would, make any,dilference between Ihe, caufe of tlie prince and,the magrllrates, and that 
of allY other citizen wJ,atever •. They fumm.d ·up.the whole. wilh repeating their decl 
ration , that )t.lrliament, thercror~, wouhl nevcr oeafe to damand the liberty or the ilD~ . 

, pcachment of the pr~nce and. the magi~rates;: and that, thinking , them!elve. c'lually 
" bound to employ the ~alDe, zeal and the fame perce.erance f0" the, welfare of all tlleir, 

fdlow.ciliuna, they woutd Dot coafe to entreal his majdly to grant and to cafure to every. 

l 
Frenchman that perfonnl focurity, which was folemllly pro.mifed b), the laws,.aod du~ 

, 10 them by the prjnciples.ofthc.coDfiitution.. ~ 

00 the fevemeenth of ]hn\lllry, the j>a~lialJ1ent 'RU' fent for to'VerCaiIJee, to receil .. , 
the Icing's anCwer to this remonfiraoee, which flforded as little fatiafaaioo .to tha~ btd,.. 
as any of the preceding.. They w.ere informed, that althougb hc hili cORdeferruied 10 

receive their· reprefentations in behalf of the two magillratca, "hom lie had plIIli/bcd,.he 
did not think prop~T to rccan thcm; that, befidc&, .the manner in which their rcprelCnl ... 

1 tions were expreU'ed was by no meanwuch as 10 deferve his i-;;dulgence. 00 the (ubfoCl: 
C)f Llltm. til Cflcillt, he aJrllrcd them, that the lawflillibcrty flf Jus fubjctU .... as dc4r 

• 

• 

• 
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- t() him :IS to thdmfel~s; but h., at the (a!lll: time, declared. tint Ii Quid rIOt fulfer ' 
his padi.lment to oppofe the exertif. oJ a,) authority! wl)ich the tranquillity \If familie. 
fo milch -"lid fo of ton required; which magillorates the-nfelvc. fo frequently fCllicited and 
implored I al1d of wbich he hld the fatisf~ioll 'to know that h. had made a more mo
derate ufe than I\il preel.celfors, He then informed them, that the ex!,reffioIlS made ufe 
of in their late r.folutions - were as ""Iifcre.t nn,1 improper as thofe which thoy h,ld ufed l 
on the t .. eoty-fc".,llh of Auguft in the former year: , that h~, therefore, (upl>refred the 
r.folutions of both thofe days, as being contrary to that r.fpea and fubmillion which hi; 
partiament owed, and was' bo~ncl to fet an eXlnlple of to all his fubjcas , He eoncl ude~{ 

~ by forbidding theln to ~urfue fuch a condua, or to form any fuch fefolutions in futere, 
I 

So litJle elfta' diU. this prohibition produce, thar the parJiame, t, on tlr~ fucceeding' 
, day, pnlfed a new fet of reJ"lot!ons, which . beLides reiterating tile principal arg~ments , 

I ' :ind polit:ons of the for(11er pieces, ,held out fuch new malter, as, if it could not ad4 
much to their force, was" howeyer, well calculated to operate upon the minds of th 
p'eople, which were already extremely inflamed in every put of the 'kingdom. , 

• The cOllte~' was continued, in this manner, fOJ.fome time longer. tbe qpparent ~rmner, 
on one fi~ Iteing m'et with an eqllal, degree of perfeyer.nce on the otl,er; nor, in the 
mean time, was it at all clear, wn.tever conceffion •. had' been made"or even il 'allthe 
clailllS of the p}lrlialilent had been grant d, that the latler had left it in their power to , 

, rel ieve the crown from irsdifirelre., or co,1fe'!.u nIl to enable it tQcarry on the buGncfs 
', of gove:rnmertt. This pr9ceeded froln tlloir lInexpta.d dcci'lr.tion, that it w., ne:ther ill 

thoir power, nor in that of,the cr~wf" nor o(bo h ullited, to grant ot to raife any mone~ 
by the kvy of new taxes UpOIl the people; ad clar.tion wh i<h wal rOJ!f1ilu/j~IlQlfy true" 
bullO which tn..condua of the.parliament,baJ formed lone continu d contradiCiion, 

, , 
Wh lever were Ihe particular motives o(tho p~rty by whofe inft? nce III t body"'", 

induced. to mulc. this yoluntary furrendel' of its ~ut\lority, th~ new doClrine fprc~4. 
with wonderful rapidity, through the nalion. In proportion t(\ the gel,~ra\.odium in
ourred by loe taxes, w~s the joy at Ihis cmanciJYAtion from all aCinal authority ~o ralfe 
qew olles ; wh)l~ the p,miotif"';; of that pody. which had tbu. tellified its own illcompe 
ttlJlCC. in order theroby to elbbli/b tire dtfquaJification of the crOwn, was little left thall 
id~i_ TlulS circllmli:onced, it would II'll have been t:afy fo~ the parliamenf, howevee
inclined. ~ .. tna iu own meafure, and to r • .fume ~ com~tel,lCe ,which. it formall~ d~
dtclarcd It did not po/fds I U liltle could it renew that authOrity In the crow 11/ wb,cb, 

had jalk endeavoured to caned. 
• • • 

Daring .... ~as" all ' attempl was made by the miniftry to recover tbei~ lOll , 
popularity. by,hc adop'ij!n oftwo meafure. equally caJculat~d to promote lhe gen~f'~ 
welfUl of, the communily: The firft wa' a general reform In the cod~, of bOlh 0'::'. 
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:md erimill.l junice, a reform lGni-withed, and th.1l hich nothing c01Ild lit mor~ W3\1t- • 

cd. but ita difficulty and magnitude. had hitherto deterred ""Y min~!l~r from venturinr; 
upon fa arduous an undertaking, M. de Lalnoignoo, the keeper of "the (eal Iud not 
only the courage to ~ncounter thefe difltculti~s, hut the haprinel. and h nour to form-

under the encour.ging intlpeocc of ',is fovereign-fo excellent a -pl." for compleariog 
the delig.i,)I' to le.ve but lillIe to be done by thofe who were dellined to be his fucedrors 
io carrying it into cxeeution. ,J\nd, lor .the relief of thofe perfon., l"ho might be 
brougi,t to trbl in the interim, before the gre.t work could be perf.ded, he introduced 
feveral moll hum.ne and elfent •• 1 regulations intO tbe itnmediate proceeding. of the cri
minal courts; p.rticulorly witli refped to e.-idence, an<I the mo'le of obt.ining it, the 
fyllem 1>f which was vicious in the 13ft degree; and frill more particularly in tbofe car .. 
where the Ii e of the .ccufed \VOl a1fcded. , 
~be fecond was the edid in favour of the PrQldhnts. which w~s introduced by th~ . , 

king on the memorable nineteenth of NQvember, .nd was regiP.ered by the p .. liam~nt on 
the twenty-ninth of January , 1788. This edid contained thirty-feven articles, the 
gre.ter nUllIber as well as the molt elfenti.l of which were thofe rehting to marriag~. 
births, baptifms. and hnri.ls ; fubjeds whicb had frequently been the caufe of -great 1I0U
ble, difficulty, a",1 grievance to the l)rottftanu, with re!ped to the legitim,cJ of their 
due, and the legal defcent of tbeir inheritance" ' 

Wh~c .11 Franc-e was waiting, with the utmon attention and folicitede, the ilfue of 
the conten between the killg and the p~rli3melit of Pat is, relative to -L,ltrcs d. Co(het,." 
incidellt ceurred in Languedoc which lhrew the whole kingdom into a ferment uro" 
that fubj.e.&. M. de atal.ln, the proudent of the (l3rli.mffit of Tol11oofe, having, in 
conjundio!, with that body, refufM to r.gifter the late eJid for levying a tax of two 
twentieth. 0'\ the nation, tbe king immediately ordered a L(/1re de Ca(het to be ilfued 
ag.inn the prefident, the execution of which was committed to Ihe count de Perigord, 
goverl'0r'g.ne,al of the 'Province. M. de eM.I.to wa., ~ccordingly, arrdl d, and fem 
prifo ... r i.O .n .old cillle It lhe (oot of .the Pyrene.n moullt~ins. 

'rhi , and fame ether circumihncC1 of a !imil ... n.ture, brought on on .rgument.tive 
... rilleh difcuffion between the p>rliament of P.ris and the king, which ./forded . !lCIC 
only. more full expl.n.tion of tbe r.fpedive claims of he p.rtiel t~an had Jet appeucd. 
but like",i(" fame vi w of their fep.rnte opinions witb regard to (undry grear /jurllionl of 
1:1"', urn which the Fre./lch cOllnitution woe either .foppofid to be (OUIlllN, er its JI
fct vation appendant. 

• 
• On the elnent'h of April, the parliament pre rented a remon/lrance, in which, rtp",-
"nting the nincte th o( November as the epoch of" direCt atte.npt to fubvert the pub
lic rjllhu, and If eJlAblith defpotillll, and frating .11 the w~fcqucnt proceedins_ u' cnn-

liouatioQ 




