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to the Statee, they Ini~ht remove to Noyon or SoiITons, in which e:\fc no. Otould ~o to 
Compeign~ in order to keep up that imlnedlate inte~courfe which ought to fublill be
tween tpem. Th. king's decl aration of hi. In?tive, wa, fo politive, the f.lCi, were fo 
unquell:ion.blr, and the propofJl itfelf w,s 10 fa ' r. thJt fever)1 of the leading .... embers 
of the more modor.t" parties were perfeCily f,,;sIied, and willing to .gree to it; but the 
dctermineJ leaders of the poplllar lick, whofe views extended f.rther, were too well 
aware of tbe llr~ngth aoJ fupport which they derived from t~c vicinity of the capiral • 
to lill:elt to it. There was no reafon to .lIedge :I .inll going [0 No on or SoiITon, ; it 
wa, evi~tnt that theit'deliberations would be there lefs li.ble to be influcnc-cd or djfl~rbell 

than in the nei hbourhood of Paris; and, by conlhn! praClioc, the choice of the place, 
where the aITemMy fhould be holden, helonged to the fovcreign. All thefe conlider ... 
tion., however, were infllfliei';nt to fuperinduce • complia" •• wit:' the king .. propol:'I, 
which, being condemned by l\l irabeau, with his ufual jn temp mnce, w>s finally re
jeCied. ' 

That the motives which inRuenced the condua of tbat proRig.te demagogue '.ere of 
tb.t kind which fix .. tho indel ihle lI.mp of infanty on the mind that "orhollil th.ln, i, 
a f aprovcd bond the reach of confutation, TlYO members of the .rre lllbly, Memeura 
B~rg"rre and Dupon, men 01 veraCIty unim pe"ehed, of cha~.Cler the moll refpeClable, 
have por,tivdy affirmed, that Mirob •• u tal ked with thelll fam iliarly .nd ume(crvedly, 
nbllut their ha.itlll a Loui .• Ih, Sf'tJtJllttnIO. ill Ihe piau of a LDMit the Sixlunlh, a. king, 
or, .t leall, a. lietHcnant-gent:ral of the ~ing(lol1l ; tbeteby alluding dir.aly, and by 
114"", to the duke tif0rleaJ/J, witb wbom-he IJlcewife faid-h. l1f,,1 &onverfid upolllh.ftb
jeD; and Ihal Ih, p rilla hod rtceivtd I/u "1IImw1IicaliD1I ill Ih, "'yl plto/ing mOIlNey • 

. Mounier (a man, whofe honour and iotcllrity was never quclliot'!,d by ony party, in all 
the violence of their coMent ion! b., lik.wife recorded, that h.ving mentjoned 10 Mira
be.u his e)Oet/live alarm at the manoeuvres which were continually prQClifed in P~d. te) 
{educe the troop. frOID their officers; and obfe/ving, (;jrtbe , with what (.ci lity an ambi-
tious prince, appearing.t the bead of a difcontented army, dillributillg mon.y with Olle _ 

hand and li1>eJ: with the other, might ufurp the thron., Miube.u, tre.ting hi, .pprthen
fions with ridicule, anfwered, co Why, you good fil11ple man , [am a. much att.ched te) 

co royalty as you are; 0"1 wkatjignijiu whether w. hQ'I)1 Louis lite Swt11/ttllth Dr ];.Duit tbe 
.. Si.rltlnlh; and why need we have a child" to govern us ?" M. Mounier, who ex
perienced, at the horrid ruggdlion, that indignation which every virtuous man mull: have 
eltpericnced on fucb an occalion, candidly acknowledges, that he fell a temptatiort to 
plunge a dagger it) the heart of a wretch who could conceive fo wicked a fohemo, The 
tcAilDony .ddJced in {uppor! of this important faa cannot be controverted ; it i. cleotr. 

~. TII,!CtJD 1wriIo, "hi." ~ Wed, ,.ay be uD<lertlooj ejtbcr ... <bUd or.o W .... 
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direa, ami decilivc; and th~ faa it felf tllr wI a !hong til'ht (In the C\lbfequent l'fbceed
jogs of M.irab.;.u, an; his detefiabl palro. -par IIObi/e fro/rum! . • 

But thollgh the king' . condua in .Oembling the troop! in the vicinitv of the cap; 1I1 
..va, accounted (or in a m.11 ,r II.. moll rational and clear, it was le'enhde(. rend. red, 
by the violencc o( parry, a ground (or cenlure, invca, .. , • .,d oeproo.toon. The po Iar 
writers Dlld declaimers deCcribe it as one (l' tIl 1lJ,,1l: perfidious a ld ploooy plo 's th~t 
~ver was formeu; an wh ich, if carneu Into exceutipn, \l"ould ha • • " valJ.d and rene wed 
nil th horrors of Ihe molfacre 011 Sa'nt Bartholom~w's day. TI ey reprdent, tb,! fifty 
IhOUC411d men, one hunMed pieces of artillery, an army of "~ndiLtl, and fi x tlrinc •• , wero 
to have pulled down the fa auaryof libe'ty on its mini~ers' heads, 4"d to have ovcr. 
wrned the French empire; that the I1wtlo".1 .lrelltbly would have been diCpcrCed ; in re
folut :ons «eclared feditlon.; i15 members profcribed; he Palais· R oyo l, and the hO\Jfes 
of all polli,/, given up to plunder; while the deaors an~ their deputies were to be xe
cuted .. The gbring \rlconr.ilency in thefe feveral puniOllnents are Co ohvi~us, as fc.,ce
ly to require obfervation. , Some difficlllty might appe.r in difperlil1g a body of men ... ho 
",ere buried under the weight of an enormous building; an~, on the fuppolition of a re
furreaion, it l1\ight appear entirely nc;edleCs to pro(cribe men who were given up to 
execution. 

The Hillnrian of 11,e Revolution, howeyer, finilhes his piallre wilh the following 
fublim. effort of 'itnagonation :-" Thi. is t~e horrible tilrue of crimes and a{faffinations 
.. which a troop of villains alld i".!omD'1S w.""n, meditated with barborou. joy in tile tu
". mult uf tl.eir execrable orgies I! !" It " Curely curious to obCe,ve, that none of tho 
cnorm;'ie. here deferilted ever took place, evCn in a lingle inll:ance, on the fide o( the 
court; and that all the crimes and alfaffinattons here charged upon troops of vill.i ns ""d, 
infamous womcn. were not only fully realiud, but brought into datly .ud eootin . 1 
pnaicc on the popul.r fide, by the two numerous o.ders thus fpecified, wilh botb of 
whom, il i. probable, tlta P oris at thiS period .bounded far beyond any other cit)' in the 
~niverCe. Indeed, the intldlcrcnce, and, in Come cafes, the compl3ctnc " "',th which the 

• National Alrton Iy reccivc:clal1d he3rddet.Us of Ihe hortide.uclties and murcicncommilted 
by theCe two orden, a/fOld too much room for Cuppoling that they conli cred them as ~ery 
n.cclrary and elleotial arml of their power. 

, 

But it mua nOI be conceived thaf, even hy moder.t,F men of dill"erent parti .. , the ap
pro.eh of lhe tooop. was viewed with jcaloufy ~nd .pprehenfion: they conceIved, th.t 
the troops had been allCmbled, partly to prevent th cltplofion which a proje&d change 
in the rninillry might occalion, and partly to en~blc the king to call)' into elf.a the plan 
of reform he ha" {uggeOc:cl in his declaration of the twenty . third of June. lmprdfcd 
",jlh luia belief, Ihey csptGlc.1 that lb~ king would require Ihe 6tate& to ratify that de-

clarati"n; 
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cbradon, and, · in cafe of their refufal. would proceed. to the extremity of attempting a 
dilfolution of the alfembly: As fuch an attempt would be refi!l:ed, they .pprchended, 
tharthe military Imight be called in to fupprefs thofe tumults which, in the prefent tem
per of the people, their forced (eparation lllull il'levit.blyoccafion. 

Thefe were the greateet evils or ,jangen wltich moderate men apprellended from the 
pre{ent condua of the court. But even in this \Voret Ilate' of things, and fuppofiog the 
forced-..lilfolutio,n to uke place, although they trembled at the idea of an a6l of po\Ver 
and violence fo difgraceful both to the government and country, yet they confoled them
felves under tile certainty they fully pofrelfed, that the king could then have no other re
fouree than that of immediately fommoning another meeting of the States, as it would / 
he otherwife impoffible for him to manage or fettle the diforaers of the 113tion, vr 
to condua the governmen t in .ny manner. As to the pretended plots which were faid 
to be difcovered , .nd the det.i l. of thelll propag.ted with fo much indullry, fDeh as the 
blockade of the city of Paris; the lhlviog or malr.ere of the inhabit~nt.; the over
turning that capital from its foundation" with the 10l1g lills of deputies to the StAte. 
'rho were to be feized or executed; all thefe, with others of the fame dercription, would 
have becn treated by fuch men only with ridic;ule, if the wickednef. of the deflgn; 
which they f.w they covered had not excited tbeir utmoll indignation. They declared 
thei r firm opinion, that "0 pe':fills in th, a.IJfflIhly we,·, more thorQugltly wlvinud lf their 
fa{foood. than the very mm who tooe II,. gr,at'fl pains 10 propagale Ihem abroad as Ulldollbt. 

ed fafls". 

Though the nlarefchal de Broglio feemed to have bee'l forgotten by the court, yet the 
opinion thot was univerfally entertained of Ili. prtVate viiorDe. and military talent. 
pointed him out a. the fitten petfon to be employed in fo critical a cOl1juuaure AS the pre
ient. He was occordingly ' called (rom his ret iremen t by a letter from the king, and ap
point~d to command the army, with tbe title of gener.limmo. ,It W'8 imag'n,;d that. 
the tlOOp' would be flattered, in again feeing at tbeir head a veteron who had acquired fo 
milch merited rtput&l<on, when oppofecl to one of the able li captains of the age. But 
the circufllilances in which he was now to aa werc entirely dl1Ferent. Then, his cou
rage and military Ik ill were (ufficient to carry him through every difficulty. Now, in
fiead uf a VI':1'rrior, wl.o fought 00 the field of honour, be had to cncounter 'the preju. 
dices of his countrymen; inllead of a martial foe to fubdDe, he bad an infidioul faCllon 
to o\crComr ; and, if the alferrion. of many of the Frend, may be credited,lte w3S to 
be enfnored l)y intrigue, and d~feated by corrupt) n. He feems then to have neglcc!ted 
lhe only dang« th.t .waited him, the defeaion of hi¥ lo1diers; and, Jlrob~bl)' from a 
confcioufnefa of his own priDciplts, hc did not fufficiemly fufpeCl their.. .. 

•• N~mojro de}of. d.lAIly.Tol,ndal, p. 6:1,66 
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The troops came by deucnmentJ, and were fent a, they ~rrived into tbe villages about 
'l'Jris, a d fom'> into Ihe town i: fe1f. The coofe90enees that might be e peCted from 
this difpor.tion. mlln 3t once ha~e (hieken even the leaft lItentive obferver of the fcenes 
that had lately paff'ed there. The troops being debauched by money and promi(es, defer
tlon became general; andlhofe who found means te q'uil their 'iuarters, were brought ill 
t riulnph to the Palais ROJo/lo be feafted, and to hear the orations that were- pronounced 
there. But had a camp heen marked out ill {olne fitaatioll equally calculated to · 
cover Paris and Verfaille., the tro,ps inight have entered it a$ they arrived; all impro
per intcrcourfe would have been prevented, the fpirit of difcipline would have been re
vived; and military manoeuvres, and, the appearance of the monarch, might have awaken
ed thofe fentiment. of loyalty, and love of glory, that are congeni.1 with t ile profeffi ()n 
of arms. Had fuch a pion been adopted, it is highly probable, that, without having oc_ • 
caGan tn drow the fword , the diforders that quickly followed would have been prevented, 
~nd the pdfidious delign. Qf the faCtious and difaffc;Cted cru(hed in. thei r infancy. 

The oonduCt of the firft mininer or the fin.nces had long been the fuhjeCl: of animad~ 
verllon with thofe who chidly appro.ched the fovereign. The manner in ~ bleh Ihe: 
States were compored, his beh.vieur wi tIl reg,"1 to tbe royal feffion, anr! • var'et y of 
other circum/hnces, wcre pointed out.s (ure indication,, ~ hat he w:I$ f.cretl conneded 
with, and encour.ged the pretenfions of, the uemocral ic p.arty. After being to.nl.nted 
with mony doubts, and perpl exed by a va.iety of advice, the king w.s ~ t lall prevai led 
\lpon to difmifl him; .nu, on theelevellth of July, about two in the afternoon, he fent 
him a !etter, written with hi. own.hand, to acqu ai nt Jlim that the r.tuation-of puhlic 
.1f.1In m~dc it necell'ory that h. /hould refigll h is place, and quit t ile kingdom. M de 
Luzen;., mini ner of the marille who e:!rrled the letter, informed him, t!ut it WOI the: 
killg's defire ~hat the order he rhen de1ivued to him fi. ouJd b. ktpt fcc ret : which W'lS

fl riCtly complied with. M ccb. dined with a large cOll\p:my~and arterwards received. 
many vifits. In the evening, under pretence of taking .n airing with hi. wife, he went 
to IllS C \llltry houfe at aint O uen, near P aris ; nor was his departure KIl""n there til 
the twelfth, when he was at :1 eonfideroble djihnce fmm the capit~l. 

llllas bee ... obferved, by 3 French periodical wriler'o, that his difmiRion <It tbat time Wli 

jun. as ilnpolitie, as if the king of "pIes, in rhe rrlldft of f, me faoatic infurreCtlon,. 
were to otllcr Ihe facred vial -thlt contains the blQOcI of Saint J anuarius to be contelllPl"' 
(uouO y t llro" " on to the (ea. ':But, belides popular f.vour, M. N eckar ."joyed the eonfi
elence of the public creditors, among whom was a great number of perfon, of every claf'~ 
vd\o depended on tllti'r annuities for their m.intenanee. Their 3pprebr.oGons o( a n:a_ 
tionnl h~nkrllplcy cre now revived ; nnd, from this moment, .we may eon Uder tbe mo
nied ;nt.,en of the kingdom 3$ moft decidedly and .Ctively oppo(cd to the mc:.lfarel of 
the cour~. The opportunity) which it now prefeDted, wa. eagerly embraced. A tbou-

.~ L' AbW S.,bolier 
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(aDd mouths were inlbntlyopened to fpread tbe news, nnd to cry, that the public pay
ments were to be /lopped; the affembly to be diffolved ; that the army had been affem
LIed on that .coount; and that. as the virtue of the mini/ler was illfluible, he had not 
only lleen difmiffed from the coullcil, but fent ignominioully out of the kingdom. The 
confiemation was ulliv~fal; .nd, in every fociety nnd place of public refort, nothing 
was heard but the cblltours of thofe. who, in the fuppofed impending ruin, raw apr •• 
Ipea of penury for tho rell of their days. 

• 

Tile people now b"g'n to meet in crowds in .difFerent quarters of the city. ,In the 
.fternooll, the bufls of the,.duke of Orl ... ns and of 1\1. Neckar were carried, enveloped 
in black crape, in procellion through. the ilr •• ls. The heterogeneous coalition of two 

• perfons-nrtfully contrived by the partifans of tile duke-who Iud never beel' a!fociated 
ill politic. or othcrwife, waS n9t .ttended to; they were faid to be alike viaim. to the 
eaufe of the people: 'a report wa. ,"dunrioufly propagated, tbat bi. highnds, and fome 
other popular members of the .ffembly, h.d been 3rrened; and, to mark the ,.miment. of 
the pub". on thefe imaginory c.lomitics, deputations from the crowd a(J'cmblcd at the 
Patois ROJal were f nt to the different theatres, with .rderJ tlut they !hould be !hut. 

In confequenee of thefe tumults, detachments from the regiments of Choiftu l dra
goons and Rop Cravate cavalry, that were quartered in the town, patrole" tblough tlle 
theets; and a nrong body of the Swif. guards was ~oned with cannon in the Champ. 
Elif.es. About Ii vo o'c1ork io tbe eV'Ding, a Ikirmtlh happened between the people, in 
tI le Place L.u;s ~uinu, and a party of the dr~gOQn8. A patrolc of the Aoyal Aile. 
Inand cnvalry, th.t were quartered at La M uet " c~mmand.d by the I'rioce de Lambdc. 
coming up at tile fame time, and being alI~iled by the 1'0puIJ'- with a Ihower of iton s s'. 
ch"ged them, . nd drove them into the garden of the Thuillerict, where two or three 
perfons; faid to be merely fpedators, were un fortunately woun"ed. When;t began to 
grow dalk, the people fet fire to [orne of the wooden barriers at the cnd of tbe tow n, 
and drove away the perfon. llationed there to eollea the cunoma. A par y of the Repl 
Allemand, that had been difpatehed to ilifperfe Ih~ moh, thaI \Vere burning lhe barrier at 

, tbe cnd of the fire.t Challlfi. d'Anli .. , in coming from thcncc uJlon the Boulevard, wa. 
nred upon by a pany "f the French guard., at the corner 01 that file u from what ia 
called thtir de pol. Though their alienation from the court had been long fufpea.d, 
this waa their nlli aa of open honility; but almoft all of them were now under arm. 
in t eir barrack.; they would not 3ny long .. obey their offieera, but defiled they auld 
withdraw. In every quarter of the town refounded th e cry" To 41 111l '" and" Down 
.. ",jlh Ihe ojJictrs a"d foreign IreDps!" DUI iog the nisht, deucluoellU of the Frenrl • 

• 
l' A roral pilbce, in the Boil tI, B.J"Ift, about two Il.iUCI (,oro Parit. 

J~ Jhb.tud do Saint flnnne, p.84. insUOl cnoa.tlon~ 

guard. 
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guards mjxed with the citizen" patrotcd through the ftreet. I~ the morn.ing of Mon ... 
day the thirteenth, the alarm .. bell (IDofn) was rung in all the ft:eeples u. 

F or 

" I n Ollr account grthc tr ... "f~n;uns 0( thlJ petioo, lIfter:i cllt'eNi com;uri(on of tho (2& :tdV1!nced by dltrerene. 
write". Wt b:wc preferrod the IlIthndty of au Englilh ,onllom"", of cl\;U"a&r Ami fortune, whn roRullli at P:al'i. 
ott- tho ' ime I Roll who, ind,pendellt of the cl.iiau to blllier Which hi, purflltllli reputation mull live him with :111 who 
know him, b peculiarly entitled to credit by an cxcmJltioo from AU prejudice amil'l rtl:lliry, and from all UlmplOl~ 
dOll to ,\evialc, In the fmallell degreo, from the: n t'ilion veracity, in his account of the ovents, "'bien he la, recnnl ... 
ell with cquil fidol,t)·, clqpnco, anc1lHlrfpiculty. We Ife aWlre, thlt, br purfLliug thit co urfe, ~ difl'cr m!ltori:dly 
(rom mil anonymous /lucho,... O(lhe Enatiih fhr\ory of the R.evolution, who have boWly proclaimed their own lin. 
1,~rtl:\llJ.y, hut who have, l'Ioverthelef" not {c!\Ipled to 3dopt (orne of tho aro([.lft an.1 moft :It,(lIrd fal.Jbood$, and Corne 
.,f the moll rl,Hc\llou, t;lles which hau becn fubricllteu for the rabhle in P:&ril. during the fid\ p3roxyfm) of confu. 
{Ion, tl1mult, 'lilt maolnds, a'ld to whicb they have en4eavnured, fo fllr a, they wcre cal,able, to give the ch:trUtllJ.', 
l'auk., and weigllt, of billorica! ra& Some of thefe we 01311 IIl1vCI occafu:U'I to nutlet; IH we p!oc«d. 

By their :lec:Qllolof the tlImlllt of tho t\\.'ctfth of July, one fhould be natunUy led to (ufpea. ttut the people were 
perfefUy l"aci6c,.nd the miliurythe anrefrurs. They tell U', th:tt" A body of citizen,," who were .:tkol'tinl tbe 
butnof Neck:lr ami the duke d'Orlll"'I$, Will ftoPI,ed U by a Oemun regiment, the Royal Allemand" Th:u. the 
hufu II:!.Y\n, been b~okerl by the (oldlert," the AIlM'l now came (orwaI'lJ, in foroe, wit~ t1\e prince dC"1.amt>mc, 
" ;rand efe .... )'er of France, AI/Mi" hi..}, WllQ wa' Ohk,,·td tQ bke pun at the Thuillel'i-.-trnur.e,J, ".-lv.", at the 
U fpirit of 'rftfldKt which he "'fo~in till: citizenl, he Imprudently w ounded with hi , C1bre • J)OOr old man, who 
II 'WM wtUdna: poxea.bl)' in the gard.m-T'l, French ha"e J1 ,_,Jahlt ' thtll/I/' _,t/' (it muft be coa(efJ'od thoy 
ha,e ;In ~hl Way of Ihewing it) .1 and tllb wa.nlon oucr3Sc..proyed the SIOM.AI. of hlyoh." A more cror. pertflr
{ion o( (lias has fddnm been exhihlted I-A riotous mo~jl reprefonted as It a body of citizens 1"--3. p3nv of drn .. 
r;qC)lU, it conyertell Into.a "1,1"",,1 of Germa.n unl .. y; :I'ld II patrate Qf hone inlO an II A."Il'."-The pruaee do 
1..Am"e.(c, though ,,1.'I1:td lit lhe 11(:10.1 o fchil pretended 2rmYI r~I"es "lin-I-from 1Uo. we:anl nOltolli-to IUtioo 
)llm(elf in the Thuillerjes; the :lu,ck. on him with jh)ncs, mentIoned by R.a~ut, h esrerully onutted I :lnd th~ 

",:111100 ~tr~p COmmitted by )Iitn 001 all 016 man, b. thro\lgll Iti6: fem:u'k.ablo refpK\ Orthe French for old Jgt', 

granl)' \lJferted 10 have beeli the )f?MI" .ffioIr :-1hc rClilder bein. lif courre lert to (u"pofe that thero were no 
/"trN~" Cymptunls ef rnult ; Mol lWtt, but {or 'btl cjrcllm(hnce. no rel'olt would bavc bkco 111tcc III 

In the-lilme /,.MI, we are roon :\£tor toM, tha t while the inhllbittlnU of the c.apit21 were invulved in con{\crna. 
lion IUlIi difm1y, dUI'inl the di{,I1h'Ml5 night of the twelflh, II The court party abandoued thcmt4.lves to the 1'000 in
ti deacntjoy," an.1 If tile w~men of the CQU11 mingled with the fortlg!1 fohlim iff '/llt"'; •• J'-I, 1(1 the (OIIn\l IIf Ule 
oil Cc",,;.n m\Jr.e." 1 n thit ehr)icc "alb,e, t~el/ } .. f'tIrt/fff' hit\nriaOJ Almuft exceeu tht: ;iuleotceMld c:ahITnny of lb. 
mod domool1lti~ wrIte". IS,. the women of the COUrt b generail, tmdcrAOQd the female Ilttend.au ~ the royll 
r~mily, who Ifml certalnl), women or tank and eha.ra&r I and to altUrt lh.'\t (ueh petfOOI would be: !'lilt)' d {uch 
~urk.td I'Ind public profhg~, is to pn'll'lpt.<ilo alumny that ean On!1 obWII c~dlt from l&noranee or prejudice. 
w. ~\-'C' re:loJ 0( f,.foJui,., tIMe" iJI the count or Ealtern mooueht. but they Itre I fpc.its of IlmnfenlClnt peculi:tr, 
"0 '*1I8ye, 19 Ihore clima~fllm,d unknown eyen to the nluA rdif'lcd"yo\uptullriet of £urope. Tho lICCOtlnt (I( lll il 
'ranfa&\oo i, eYidentl), b keo ((I)m the iii if? tk I, RJuo.'",IM tit 17M. tom, l p. 315, 316. but it vuic, even from 
1lul aoubtful aUI,,?ri ty, :IOu oxl!lblU .an inc:ntretlpef, (If trat:'fi2t\on that can onl)' be a(eMbed to a wilful pervfTlioo 
offXb. The orllln:.! t4!Tll. bthl~Let ~II" (noc tn.~),Je la Cour.4"tJlpJaI1IlUrolent de leur rit\oirc, ifs 
u Co rtJoull'Mnt dein .:onJ\trnation .. deal.nt\CI det bon. eltoycnl J t1. dlnCoiont ~ bt'Ult ole 1a mufi.que Allemande, 
., ill lafwloienll dllll,l h, rl.wj.lu 4Ijdtm ot cruDiel't'll, JCJ art'b del la libcn&/' 

lbbAlld de Saint Eliell"''' Indeed, (pclU or women, or" prlpccfl". an.\! (avouritet," who cnteruiatd U'lcm(CllVCl 
wiLk mU{II:k 0( If m.r\iaJ l(lJ\nlmtlltt," arl\l who II *'110\1 Ulo (QI<llCN with weffelltld wilb prcCoDtl;" but.ft1'y 

ttboo1,. 
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For the purpofe of e1e6lini:' ropr.fent.ti.,.es in tbe States, Pari. hac! been divided into 

fH.ty difirills; and, at the found of the bell, the elea-ors a(fembled at tho phces were 
t hey h td lately met. Fr .. m the eletton of the dill:rich, a general a(fcmhl y wa 110''1' 

formed tR.t met at the tOlYn houfe; an", out of Ihat. 0 "-,.mollent CDmmi/lu was chafen . r- , 
that ,vas entruned with 'he executiv pOlYer. Monli.ur de Fleifelles, provon of the 
merchants, being the prillcip.1 municipal magill:rate, was nominated preli.dent of this 

• 
committee , and. corr.fpondence was eO.blilhed with cOlUm inees, that fat in the dif-
ferent dinrich. T he lirft ll:ep taken was to embody a militia of forty -eight thouf.1nl1 
men; and many officers and r.rjeJuts, who had ret ired from the army, or were at Pari, 
on leavc, having offered thei, ferviees, were Jill:rihuted to inllrua it The lir/I motive 
for armiog w.s the preferv.tio n of the town from pillage ; hut it was fooll extended to 
its defence againll the army, in cafe it filould alleinpt to enter •• 

That ehe fkirmifh es which occurred between the populace and the caVl.lry were tbe 
confequellce of the riotous uifpoli.tion alld t'lmu\tuous conuuC\ of th e formt", and not 
t he refult of ony plan formed by the mlniftry. is clearly ,lemona, ateu by th is cir~lIm
fiance: that though there were feveral regimen t. of loot M the time a.tion"d clofe eo 
Paris, not one of them made the fmalleft movement to "Ilia or fupport the hotfe; futh 
a want of con fort among the commanders mull be conf,dered as a certain proof that no 
orders had been ilf.te<l hy governmen t on the fubjea. The tot.1 inaClion of the 
tops, both on that I1 lght, and the fucceeding 4ay and night--during all which li lne, cri
tical as the feafon wa" and notwithfi-anding the alterations and preplrJtions which they 
faw and knew were taking phce in P ri l, they never once made the frnallell: attempt to 
enter that city-feoms likewlfe 10 exculpate the court and mini!l.rs from the bloody ue __ 

figns and cruel intended rn./Tacres which were attributeu tu them; for this would have 
been the feafon, and the night of unday (the twelfth) particularl y. hen nothing but 
terror and confulion reigned in the city. and no regular f,heme of reliftance or tlerence 
was yet thought of. to have carried them with full ellea into execution, if any fu~h 
bad been formed; and the naee of things was fuch, that it would h.ve been vel y .dilli
cult. if not ilnpollible, to prevent their completion, if plan. fo wicked could be formed 
with wifdom, "nd executed with promptitude, which, through ehe goodnef. of Provi
dence, is not often per.., itted. 

Many exeeifel were committed in tbe morning of the thirtrenth, particularly ~ t the 
I ufe of the congregation of Saint Lnarul, who being fufpeaed of having corn con
ceolet! in their granaries, were, by that charge or fufl'icion, expofcd eo a pretence tor bc-

• 
{chool.boy kno tbe innocent 3pp1ication or the term {t (ombler de cardrc./' a. involriAbly ured by the French 
ndnotbiog contained iu either of the above pa(fagcs, can w.l rrlQt the c;l lumn:ou. a.Il'eruon, that tf Tilo lumen of 

f, tho COUl't mintlo.& ita foreign CoIdi.l'I in b(dvious <lance .. " 

ing 
• 

• . 
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ing plundered. This c:ircl1mnnnce w.a~ the ·more to be lamented, as it was a truly pious 
:md ch.rit3blein IHtution ; but fuoh matters were fool\ to be loll in the glare of greater 
enormItIes. Many flighter robberies were committed on the fame d~y ; but as thefe were 
direaed againll individuals, and executed by fmall ganga of thieves on their own account, 
without any popular pretence, when they were feized in the faa they were infra.nt~y dugged 
to the G,~"., the common place of execution , and hanged by the ropes which were ufed to 
fallen .the 13nterns. From hence originated that moflltorrid practice of the mob's COIl

ftituting themfdves judges and executioners in the fame inllant, without the fmallefr re
gald to rank, to laws, or to jullice. From hence alfo originated that horri<l and barbarous 
cry, d la lan/erne! the lall founds that vibrated in the ears of many unhappy victims 'IS 

have thus cruelly perilhc.d • 

. The armillg of tllC militi., and the confcquent dilhihution of patroles, tended to im
pofe a momen tary rellraillt 011 the licentious proceedings of the mob. The French 
guards, now called, SOLDIIIRS OF THE COUNTRY ( SDldats de fa Palrie,) were mixed 
with the militia. Some companies had, at lirfi evinced. relucbnce to this mearure, but 
all now joined, except the ufunl guard at the palace of Verf.iIIel, th.t was Rill 01\ duty 
there to protect their foveleiga. 

The count de Montmorin, miniller of foreign a£Fairs; mon/ieur de I. Luzerne, inini. 
fler of the lD_rine ; _nd monfieur de S'int',Priefr, a member of the cO'uncil, but without 
office, had retired at the fame time with the dirtctor.general of the fi llances, having been 
all difmilrcd except monueur de Ia Luzerne. Monfieur de Puyf~iur quitted the place 
of minil1er-of war to make way for the m.refcb.1 de Broglio; the baron. de Brcteuil WaS 

appoint ed "refident of the coullcil of 6 n.nces; the duke de ]a Vauguyon fucceeded mono 
lieur de Montmorin I monfieur de Villedeuil continued in his· place of rninifter of Paris; 
and monlicur Borcntin remained keeper of the feals. Monlieur Foulon was ofter.d a 
poll in the war-o f1ice. uncter the ro.arefchnl de Broglio, but he refured to except it. 

On the thirteenth, the National AlTemhly fent an add refs to the king, to inform hi .... 
of lhe alarming fHuation of tb.e capital, the difmay which the tneafures lately taken had 
produced there; to rcquell that the troops tnight be withdrawn from irs neighbourhood ; 
.od, not f..,ming ·to be acquainted with what had beel\ done by the Pari£ians, propoling 
that. militia {bould be immediately fo(med. They, at the fame time, oJrered tp- fend!l 

deputation to the town, to co mmunicate the .nfwer they hoped to receive, and to endea
vonr, hy quieting the fears of the people, to refiore the public tranquillity. In reply to 
this .delrers, the king faid, he had already communicated his,J11otives for the adoption of 
thole meafures to whieh tile'}' alluded; that he alone could judge of their neceffity, 
whioh, as it frill exilled, did not admit of any cit . nge : that he w.s .ery for from enter· 
.t.iuini any doubt oj the purity of their intentions in the prefent allliCling circum. 

Iblll~ • 
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Rances, but their prefence at Paris could be of no utility, while it wa, much wanted 
where they were, in order to proceed with the importan t bu/inds in which they Were crt. 

·gaged . This anfwe r (oemod by no means to fati fy tho a!I'cmbly; .nd • debote enfued, III 
which the modernte party took t he leJd, fh e'\' in; themrelve, as little ,lilpofed to lub,nlt 
to any derpotic exertions of reg. I authority, a. the moll furi ous of Ihofe who were 
dillinguifhed by the much-prollltut~d appellation ·of pa/riD/ f . M lunier ope ned the de. 
b.te with an eloquent fpeech, wherein, .(tel •• horting the .!I'elllhly to proceed with 
coalnefs, prudence and l1loderJlion , and Ilatang the gre.t an,l immutdhle linc wbich mul\: 
be drawn betw een the loginJti ve and executive power-a line which w.s .cknowledged' 
:lnd conlirmed by the J!I'c'llbly-he proceeded to obfelvo, that though the alI'embly had no 
leg:\l right to d"eCt the king" cho ice of mininers. et as the chulcc he had now m.de 
led to the mon dan~erous c~nfcquences, It was necdr."y to vote their ol<mn .nd grate. 
ful th.nk!lto M Neck.r, ani to dr.clare Ihat Ihe ptefc ltt minlners h.d 110 t ,he c nh lene.: 
of the 11.lion. He W3$ ably fccomled by M. de Lally.Toliend.l, and, ufle, 10ll1e deli. 
her.tion, Ihe fdllowing rofolullons w«e .dopted. 

" T h.t the Ndtional AlI'elllbly. being the medium hy which the fentimenu of the 
" nation .,e conveyed, declares, tint M. Neckar, nd the olher mlndlen who h.ve juPc 
.. been removed, c.rry wllh them its ell ecm and regret • 

.. Th.t, .lormed by the profpea of the fahl confcquences which the anfwer of his 
.. m.Jdly m. y pro luee, the. alI'embly will not ct.fe to inlill all his fendi ng . way the 
.. troop' that .re colleCted about P.ri, alld Vcrf., ille. , .nd Oll e/l.blifhing guor.Js of 

" C,tl7.CIU. 

" ThaI there cannot exifi any immelliate perron or power between the king and the 

" alI'embly • 

.. Th.! the minillrrs and other agents of Authority. civil and military, arc anfwerable 
" for every thing they may do that is contrary to the rights of the ootion, and the dc_ 

t. crees 01 the aifembly, 

II That the mininer. and counfetlora of his m.jelly, of whatevcrdcfcription or rank 
.. they m.y be, are perron.lly refpon/ible for the prefent c Iami!ie., and the cOllfequencu 

.. that may refull from them .+:; 

.. That the public debt having been pl~ced under the f.f. gu ard of the faith and 

.. this rer.luIlo", which bore IhC:cbaraaer of "" '" rJ. /./10 law, the a1fclllbly JuJIlllod on tho ,r.ond or n...c... 
fAIr, and ill own d.fJ'Ol'OCl ,_Ion. 
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• "honour of the FI' nch n3tion, :I/Id the n~lio,.. being Willing t9 pay 'the interea of th~t 
.. debt, no power has'aright to announce the iif""lou; 'WDrd, bank;uptcy, under any de

" nomin3tion whalfoever. • 
• , , 
" Tbat the 3lfembly pedl/h in aU its .former decrees, .nd cxprefsly in th?fe of the fe_ 

" venteenth, twentieth, and twenty -third of the month of June; pod o.ders, th.t 3 

" copy of the prefellt ,refolurions be deliver(d to his majeny, by its prelident; that a 
" , copy be fent to M. Nockar, and the other mininers who had been removed; and that, 
., Ihey be printed and pubJifued." 

• 

By thefe refolutions, the three oragrs united con,finned all thofe- ilDportant d~crees 
that had been made by the TierJ Etat, while tbey were afundeq the counCellorS of the 
king were made fefpopfihle for Ihe ' meafures of the governmelit ; the 'People :Vete more 
than c.e~imprelfed with the id,ca, that an intention had been.formed to fufl"'lJd or reduce 
the public payments; and were taught to QOI1[,der the alfembl y as the only lilfegu rd 

, againft a calamity Ihey fo much feared. 
, 

On the th irteenth, the people ~egan to wear a cockade of green and white; but having 
recolleCted tha~ green was the colour tbat diftingu\lhed the hOU010Id of the .ouo.[ 
d'Arto;s, it waS cbange~ for blue, white, alld red. Thefe were called the ooloutl of Ii • • 
~erty, and fUell as negleCled to wear the national cockade, as it waS termed, were 
expofed to iufult, whatever their rank an4 charaClcr; fuch a difpolition' to tyraony a id 
the(e ne.w jo'llu.igIlJ evince ill t1,ei& fi"ft exertions of power 1-10 the night, the troops 
that had been Rationed io the Ch~mp$ Blilics were withdrawn, "I'd, in. lhe morqillg of. 
f.he fourte~nlh, a body of the militia, followed by • cf()\vd of people, and Jed by a M. de 
Corny" repaired to the Hiltel des Invalids, of Wilich M. dc Sombreuil, (ormerly com
JDandant of Lille, was Ihe governor. Taklng .advantage of an interyal of re(\< which 
that officer liad allowe!! to his men, the infurgents forced an entrance into" the place. ~nd_ 
'carried off twenty pieces of cannon; and ahout thirty thoufand lI.tld DC arms, They l,ad 
nMady 'iflcd the king's garde 1ffluble, ill the Plate LOlli, ~";1tU, of mnny anciellt and ell-

, rious arms that were Jeept thtre; and, among Ihers, of thofe OI)C( WOf!' .ilr their thell 
' favourite I'rioc~, the ,fourth Henry, whofe bre.iI-plale andJJclmet bore lbe Ular~s o( hi. 
courage, and oflbe danger to which he had beeD expofed. 

Emboldened by (UGeerS, the popu lace neJt proceeded 10 tI,e Ba ille; and 3S il W21 

' the only prifon in Poris Illat couid relin the rKort. of an 3Imed !nob, it was, of courf~. l 

deemed expedient to reduce it, jj only wilh a view to faeen froin punilhment tbe iu- l 
thors of thefe popol.r excelfes. At tbis time, there weI'C fifteen piece, of canncjli gD the 
towers of the fortrefs, eleven of which were ei$.ht pounq,ets, and Ihe rell foar pollDdtn. 
mounted on truck arriag9, and formerly ufed Oil oceafioDs .of rejoicing. As the par~-

, ' • • 
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pell-..., thin Ind low, tbe foldim cmpl yeti ~t th fe gant Dlull"h.,e been enticel)' ax
fOfe4. nor h.d .ny meaCures b en taken for Ih ir proreaion, 

• 

Some (ew davs b.for~ the infurrellion, tht.eofield.piece. were hrought (rom the nr(enaT, 
:and planted before tI.e dp",.bridge. The governor, Ihe m.'quit de L .un.y, I,kewif. 
procured from thence twelve w.lI-pieces, c.lled Amu{tlltl au e""lIt d. $0"', cur ing 
balls of one pound and. h.1f tach; " numhe,,-ol m ~1keloons, c'''y.ng b.lI, o( two
third. of • pound; with a quantity of fIlIJII-./o"I, cMII 'dgts. c.nnon-I",II •. ~nd two 
bumlreu .nd fifty harrel, 01 gunpowder, whi h were brou!\hllhlther.s ro " Vl.ce of fe
curhy rather th an for uf.. Upon the rJm".lrll ahoye Ihe dr .. \\, hridge • g'l· .. r numher 
of flon .. , gr.I':!,le • and loo(e ("1"011 h.II., IV"rC J i.l, 10 be r';ll y 10 throlY "0'' II UI'Oll 
any who thould attempt to force the palhr.e. 

'rhe (l3rri(on confined of the governor an~ other cn.bl in,ed officers .nd (crvants of Iho 
B.ftille . cillJlIY twu lnv.lld rolJien wltb tbeir ollicer.; unJ a lieUlen.nt ;.nd th'"y-t"'\1 
fold,ers of the S .. i(. r<ll.i ."ent of S" I,. S.m.de_ Ahout tWo in lht morn,ng of the th,r. 
teenth. Rlollficur cle L. uII.T ordered the (oldien to rctire (rom their batraclts into the 
cllle, le.ving (,lItinels.t the gate that Icd to ~ be n reet S.int Anthony. _ 

The g.rrifon remaiMd within the c,nte unclillurhed during thc d.y Of the thirteentll , 
bur the r. nti nel~ on the towers were lirC<\ 9n iD the night, though Ivithou\ elfe : they 
.lid ,'ot relurn the fire; bul gave the alarm. 

• • 

E.r1y on the morning ofth fourteenth, tloe fentillels.1 the gMe Saint Amhony were 
t.lten ~rifoners hy tbe peopJe, and carried to the comnoitt(e :It the tOIl'IT-houft. About 
ten in die mornin , three deputi .. came from lhe commitlec;, n r~r as the iron-railing 4t 
the lirn dr.w.bridge, Ind deli red to (pe.k with the governor, who wtnt to t hem: but 
feeing an ""mtnft crowd of people, h.e foid, th.t only Ihe three deputies cOllld 0., admit_ 
led, and offered to fend out os manv holl.ge" wh ich w.s "treed to. While they were Will 

tbe governor, monGeur de I. R02.ier., a Pa.rilian barrine" and Grit eleaor of thl< d.llriCt 
of Saint 1.oui .. arrived, and, at his requell, w.s admitted likewi(.. He (.id, th.t he 
Clme to rcprefent t the governor, th.t the cannon poInted from the towen on dilfereDL 
Areeh of Ib~ town, had alanoed tlte inlt.biunts, and to {olicit their bei,\ls withdrawn. 
Tile governor urged tbe impoffibflity of hi. compl i. nee witbout orders from hi. {upe
rion: he ol>ferv~, they ..,ere il\ praces where they hod been {or many Ylars p,11l; 
but that, to quiet thof. alarms, he would Older lhem to be d ..... n back within tbe Jl>rl

pet. Moafaeur de 10 Rozitre ~lIced pcrmiffion to go into thl: caMe to (ee th it done : the 
gOVCflltw,:It firn, _de {Olll/: tlilliculr , but at the r<quell o( the major, de Lo{me, bet 
c:anfellted. AI 400n :1& de .. Roziere wu witl in Ihe ca/lle, adJrdliug bimfclC to the 
1O,c.rnw, be eOllj urtd hilD and the garri(on Pllt to fire on the peol'le, but to .rive "I Iht 

L l pla&,. 
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:I!QCI. He Wit, "''1 pr6perly, :anfwered. that th<: p'-"pl. wOISIJ, moll emin,ly, no! be
Dre<l on, IInlers they attacked th" cn ltl.. He thon return" ! wilh the go ernor to thO' 
houfe of the latter, and, after {hying a /hort t" lle, wept a.,~ y n . , 

, , 
Ahout halF an hour arterword" the people appe~re(1 in gre',t numhers in the llreer 

!h,ot Anthony, .nJ in the p.(t,ge.eourt. or neJ with mu(k~IS. r,bres, and h3lc CIS, e,,_ 
chiming. Th,} mlljl ha'IJ' 1M EII/lill,. a,wldow" with th~ Iro.ps' The officers frolll the walrt 
begged them to keep hlCk. and reprefenle'd the dJngcr to whkh they expofe.! lh rmfelves.. 
They. however. perlilled jn advancing, anu as there were no tronps to defend the fira" 
draw· br'dgp. theY, tound meanNo get it down. The garrifon ag~in c;lIcd oul to Ihem 
to retire, or tl\ey mull: fire upon them; but they Hill continued to adva,lee tow ards the 

I br,idge of the came. andji,..d their lIIufgum at the lroops on Ih, walls. They "~Iurlt,d I". 
fir', and the infurgents retifed heyond the £irn draw-hriJge, froin whence Ihty kept Ull 
a cOQlhnt fire UpOI;l Ihe ramparts. Soon ,(ter. ailal: woo fe"n adVancing (rom- the u
fenal, followed by an immcnfe nnmber of perfon. in arms, • Some halted with the J!,1Il 
in the firn court, calred the court of Elms, while others advan'c~t1 to the next co~rt, 
calling out to t)1e garrifon not to fire; and faying. that depllties were 'come from the 
town-houfe • • Monfieur Ile L,un.y r.i'd, Ii . t the deputi"" whh the Bag m!ght ad "'l(:e; 

• but d.fired Ihe pcopl~ in arms not to proceed beyond tbe (irll draw bri')ge. The /OM,cr. 
on the w~lls calleo out, that they would not fire; ancl. a$ ~ prbcf of 't, dubbed their 
mulkeu. After uuny lign., anti- much entrtaty, th~ people n pped, a~d the . deputiel 
.dvallct:t\ into the parrage.rou rt. from whence they might !Iavei feeri the {old,ers on the 
t OWCI'$ with their clubbed firelocks. alid. white /lag .s align bf pe. ce. The 'depu ie. 
Ihid in the pa/f.ge-courr ahout ten mioDt.s without advancing,.notwithllandirg th. fol
ellers that were 00 the towers callea out to them-6'/)I/I~ and fpea* 10 Ihl gO'IJtr1l.1n'; 'we 
will hi nnfwtrabt, for your .raJe,y w ilh our [i'IJlS: but they returned to tbe Elm-court, 
'Wltero they n . yed about a quarter of an hour, ~nd went away • 

• 

The govcrnor ob!l:rved to the gorrifon, th~t thofe could not »e deputie tent from tbe 
town.houf., but p~rfons wbo wilhed to furprife them; for if ther had really heel, de
pUlies, th ry would not have hefitateit to advJnce ~fter the a/rutanees Jh.t were given 
them. The numbers conrinaed to e.ncrc~fc, and, in a filort time, Ihe Elm cburt, the 
polI"ge-courl, • • hich ~ed 10 the firn raw-hridge, and the eourt beyond tl-'t .traw. bridge. 
were enurely full. They!g!liu pre/fcd forw."ts tOwards tbe next· draw·bridge, caUed' 
tlle draw·Il"Jge of'tlle caA1e, a d rile garrifon Clllltd to them' as before, not to adva"cc, 

" n would feem M if the P1incira1 obje£\ oC .C de ]a R iere's- mlOlon was to recnnnnitfe the forttri's, (or lb. 
pnrpo(c uf (eeln! how far il .5 In a Rate uf defenca, ~"d w'hat part Of it WM mod I pen Co -att:.ck. Be(or. t.hta(.
.0), 'OIMl<_~ tJwe ... jllft lim. <JIll! h (or IIilIl to milt. jIj. repolI, aa~ lb. iWlI' •• IIIO_ 10 tIIo: 

~ 
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o( they would be re upon. They, howeyer, procee'ded, and the gO'f~rnor, alla~ or-
dered the trOops ro fire, which tbey did, whell feveral/cU, i'nd,~he re!lBed: but rhey d'4 
not 'go,far. and ,;ontinued ,firing ~Il tbe,baltlement.. SaDIe, brolte open t~e harrocks. () 
the rigbt .of the palf.ge-court. and plundered ~hcm. A\lout an hour afterwards, ther 
brought in a great quantit>; offiraw, aod Cet /ire to the guard- roorif, which was lituotcd 
to the 'eCt, 011 the entran'ce pf the court before the cafile, to the governor', hQuCe,. ol\ 
tbe right/ farther on, a~d to the kit,henp, which were placed on the lefr, beyolld Ihe 
court, and nc~rer to Ihe interior oC Ihe eaOle. A canooll WaS thdn nrea at them loaded 
with grape Iho!, 'life only D'U Iha! 'WQJ dfflhargtti dllr!"116 tb. alla(~. The gurifon o~ll 

-ilefeflded the place with malkets. 
t t ~ " 

• 
The Frellch guarO$ ap~a.red, hringing with th~m a mortar, two fO'1r poun!ler., anrl a 

cnnnon inbid with 'lilvcr, "'~ich ha,d heen taken out of tile ,kilfg'., K,,,dt. ,,,euo/,,. Mon
fleur de L.un.y h3d negl. aed to by in any provilions I .nd .s the people pcrJified ill 
iheir dderonillation to redu~e1he place, .bout (our in t~., .flernoon all the non.commi( • 

• 
floned officers went and Colicited the governor to {urrend .. it. Finding hin,felf n this 
extremity, he .tte .... pted to 6re • pin ol into the powder th.t h.d been brought from tho 
ar[~n.l •• nd wos depofited b one of the towers"calleJ the tower d. 10 jib'rtl, but wa. 
prcycl1ted by two (erjeants, Fe, rand and Begu",d. ,Monlicur de L aon.y .lked the garri. 
fon. what they wi/l,ed him to do : he (aid, his own opinion wa6, th.t \ ~ey /Ilould defend 
themrelves to the I,ll, and evep blow up the place, rather tl ,.n fall into the hands of a • • 
fotio .... \nQb~ But a, the ,g.rrifon il1lill~d on r furrendering~ he gave " White ha~dlcerchic£ " 
.to a /erje.nl. QroerF' him to /llew it rom the baulements, and fent a dr~mmer at the 
{a,ne time to 'he~t the ch'lllfide. H is orders were IhiClly obeyed; but the pop,ul~cc, rc- ' 
gar.,le(, of the lignals, and relld.red more couugeous hy the celf: tion of re/ill.nce, oon- • 
tinucd .0, fire. TI ey foon after .(v.nced TO the draw_bridge, and def\red it might be lc~ 
down. The ollieer who commanded the Swifs dttachment fpoke to them through" 
loop-hill. at th.e /ide 'If rhe gate, and propofed thnt the garri(on (bould be allewed to 
march out wilh their orm., but th'er all exclaimed-No, no! He thell lold them, that 
the ~oops would deliver up tbe ploce and their arm$, i( they would p(omife that neither 
in(ult nor violence, of nny kind, /llouJd be offered to them. The illfurgellt~ r~plied .... 
.. La d ,w" tb, d 4t1i-jridKt, nOlll ing/hall bapPlII 10 you." The .govemor, no this alfur • • 
ance, took t he kty 0 .... 01 his por ker, and ontered twl> COFPo""s, Gai.rd and Pireau, to Jet 
down t e hridge, It was no Cooner down, thall the people ru(bed into the coun, and .t
lacked the invalids" ho had \aio d01V1l tbeir anm, anti were mnged along the wall on the 
tight. TI'e Swit. were 0pI'0lhe to (hem, anli efe"ped, 110t being immediately r;marJced, 
o'iflng. probably. tn the C ~I1V'S frde $ which they W0re .over their uniforms; 'l' he peo. 
ple tllrn enlet,d the "pnIlOl<nrs orthe ollic,ers, where 11,1.Y brbke t»e (urnitur .. , door,,:I'1d 

w;nc!OW.: and fa great W~I the tUD)uft and COr\fU/iOIl, t~at mail), contiQued to fire, and, 
• "ithollt iRl.lldil/C it, lulled and 1"ounded Iheir companiona 

, 

L Ii 



• , 

tlllU'M 

The omoen and the i ... lid roldiet! were rei.;", and d,.g$ed to .... rdt the taw •• h."r .. 
Some foldiers' of the garriCan, who publithed a narrative of the tnnf.C\:lbns of t h~. day. 
f.ay_U After HU!'I)iliations of ev~ry kind, we Caw, on arriving at tho G reve, tbe bOdiea 
" of two o( our companion" who had been h:mged. Some cxclA\med that we deferyed 
., tf,c fanl'c falc, and in afl iMhnt a thonfand perrOnt dem:mded that we lhouhJ be deli vcrcd 
u to them. Bot the foldiers of the Fl'cneil guard. f1:epped.forw:ard., furrounded us, and 
. , defired that we might be (pared. The people cotlfented, aud the guards then efcorloct 
4' tls to one ofiheir bur3ckt in La NfJllvtlie Fronfl, g,lve UI .. {upper and beds, and th$ 
.. next morni ng rent us. to our h&el."l~ ~.' • 

M. de Laullny was,Gl(o dragged .to the Phee de Grave, :lind mirt;tahlJ' murdered J~ 
Monucur de Lofme S:tlbray, the tn3jor of the B~niUet experienced a umilar fate, and limi

I." 

. ' 
d We ba~, ill' otIr aeeounl or ~he rtdal\inn o( the B.d\i1I~. (ollowed Ont at Mr. Cuwtord, t1)e sonlle"'I" 

.atud~d In in a (ot'mer nol l'. Man, of the rUl, rtieu~1'S :irc: ukall (rom 0 puhbeUkm. entitled U. a.},IIt r4v.Illi;, 
",h ~h WI' lb'"n,I, reeommenut\i, (or 1.1IC'4U'''''; by melJ'ACUrt Su.:r.rd Dnd j,lc hi I:W pt, cOQduC\on of the JO'.IIod, 
40 Pari., a)ld Mcrtl1ro uc Pran~, ,mil both of them mamwrs of tM: rr"f\Ch Acallc:my~ 

Our rC'btioll of th ia ".nl will be :11{0 (auna lo d itrer. ill 'tn3nymalerial reints. (1"1)", Ih:lt of Ihe iluthort of the. !n, ... 
• Jlfh IllAory of the Revolulion, ild •• neiliu III iI (Ol'l1'ler nut.e I who havo preferred fhe \lo(oulwc4 .ffenion, "f. 0111. 

mOil' writers. In the irre fl'1"hlC tdl m4»ty: o( "","mal vC'pofit.II.1.1", taken \Iptlll wlh It wOl.\I,1 bo jorei!" from UJ,1r' 

purrpfo IU corr~ Nth pt;rUeular perv ... 6fl~, AI t.he "me (rirli or m,f'C'rrt'fc.u ~ li{.n 11l!rv.tU the wbole .~("'~lIt ' 
but hllVil'\! ,KlrUfll.1 Ihn(o W.ril0'" uf con'.) lh\itl", ro tho prollaaatioll fIr "cr"rs 11.1(hool,h" find ,j rlalQ.aJ(I\tf lOll " it 
tfll, nOI be lIuuee,rtlry" 10 "Ildll:t £ul1\' r~rrhor pfU.lf~ In (urrort of the chai-p. Of ~ cl:lor.: f1~\l' hara!l.,lu" 
milA r lttiCllb lly he Cj)n(ul'l~ the injurJOIIlltl'lt\ C( uel r,\Hh~, that tho Unfofl\lfUle 11M murdered 101.1 auoa, h:l~ 

~ b'~hC'niWly 01l11Cld .. nliMbell' (If P),rll"lo.lnto I)no or tbe enm'tl of tho &lUll ... ",heft. h. d!1,'J'td' them to be m:&Jt 
c.rcll in collJoblocxl. Tbill hor •• bIClllnd WICKed 1".o"lti(ln rnlllll~ ill 0.1'9"1 "",rpllre~ .. 1 the: timel In thc 6rcl, It\
f\anc.., by rxc.1t1nc tho anlmql\t1 of Ibe poplLlae., I\nd fll\lr, in. them 0" to Ib t pilch of O\Itr"~.4nd c:r.lOlty ~'bkb 

wal Inlended f ~ruj In \l)e .fcc(lf'lll, bJ~bl.'ll~ill' <TJw· f(tme ~1i:uian (or l~ inhom.a murder 0( he ,o..i'oor, anJ ro
fll o("ntinlC It Will. w~rhlll' an :-6\ ufjut\ rethtmtlOA (or hi~ rr.ac:hetyl 1'l1:U A f.{ptoorJ, (I) Will :loll ea\umniOUlo . 
fh9U1d hwe ~n aJfett.u by an TJIfJ/I/I> "' rll .... , and N Ii> late a period ti lbe yoar 1794, whetllt .!bud, oontt1.!ilttil 
by lhe pa(ltlVt and nntefllted tC'RiftlOny of the 11N.lJoI." w ho rorrtlOll" ,an of tbe prri'-'n, and wbea ex .. tb~ , . 
:lut.hor of I' BrJllIIt PIt",II" tholllil evlllC'NI, no (fiend to M. d. Laoln.l".nd tlwugb h. f~nu not 10 dmrl"rov .. 
uI blS beto, put ~j) ~,atht C'"eul~to. hia mC'mo", t~om Ihp tfeac:be1'f lhat W~ 'mr~tOd to hIO'lI~hat, UUII,,. fIlCh ell'. 
eJmAMcc1. ~tlth a r.lIhmll\()Uid lie ro idallfed 104 JIN'J'UlptcdJ ;uu{\ e.acico both .nonitb~'JJld ,ndi.gn*don 1_ 
) n thl' Icnanee, .he" I ''''''IT, ... &. " AlIllIan have p.toferred Iho ralb 1nli \I'l{ullf\On.d -«erhons of tl.e-f'D(tIJI At.iI 
'4 rM I" Lik"r' 1O.al1 CllbOf authority ~ and hl\"e COnteDt'" Cf1ert'1C.ws,J.u dwlr acc:ow.1 01 tbe redytUQO of U. a r.. 
tillo, witll almofi " IIIeral 'I'IInRation o£. woric. . which w,5, 011) that (u\'l;to6 at lean, karcfif ~ m:u'k " f ~ot1ko-
tlcllf , and ittl)ru,n)'I'IIMo IJm(ltonu of ehe mol\ matk.e4 lInu in"f'Orace. prt;\ldke; or thi. GO ftro",C'r rrOtaf' will it' 
;, concclI'fMi, be Icttllired, .Ihan lb_ a!Tertion, tlm .. N , de WIIDII, "" .. ""d clea1b it ;:ov(lrnor of II., Ial\iU;" 
U Th,.mere lilt. of tioldm& Ih:u roR rowo him guilty of. "J'~ I J!" (torn. il ,,48.) INt tho tr.anAalon ~ 
lDCc:afiooal ly e1! Clbl.d e~o tho angmal" by boldly hannlioJ tB.'\Ioq1W..fic\I atforthtn (as 10, IIUIber or,.., IIf'beN 
the I,Alter ha'lo adopted tl\e modl(lcat~(ln u~ lin ff C-Iil,," or", "fIlM ''!''fW • .,,"-Thus, (pt~kin, of a p:llpet C.\id to 
~ wrpt.yd £rom tb4 wallS III a SWlfi omccr, addtoirc4 ~ lke ia!wpAP, which IA 1lGi.AOWJl l>Cdoo MLaD}.Ited ,O' -.. 



" 

££WI. TV& Ill(l'!E,N l'Jr. 

Jar ,ruelty: , lthougo it, has /ince hecn ge"e"lI y .dno"ledged, e.en by tlle democr.t;c 
wriren, that he was a man of ere; ! humanity. whore tenderners to the prifon ers tldel ved , 
hr di&rent Ir •• tm'n~ T hi. W.', indeed, Jlro.'gly con6rmed by • ,e,n.,k.hl. circum-

• 

, 
Ic«h. by byinr. "Ianl( n .. r tho ditch, lind (ottln, It nit '''0 par4jtet, I1\It Pl'tH'lc'lnnon ("'l-ff l.#",",,""'" ItttWItt • 
.. if'; put .. fl4!/i' I, ,.,1,,_ -'III, t..H dUff t".p."",,,, .. 1.0W Q$' I.q.uu uti', J'M'I _I tit ilP'_ ( tum, ii. J,.30J 
wh1ch tho Enghlhmen thllt rendtr_·l The brne "nkllO"''' adYane.1I upon the I'bnk , burjll1\ AS ho wu ready te 
.. 'fe lzo upon the I"lpo:r, ~ IrtthJtd /I ~/.I"' :lnd fc ll intu tho ditch" (Vol. I. po JG9.) 

11 t:lnnot ek'I)O IIMiCil, th llt ' tho only .a, of trcathory that ~JTod At tho b~ln'('Ir tho R.1!\Ulo, we,.. .:ommmOil 
~ HIe ~"'f, who wantonly bruk..o Lb., word nl., had Cul.moly pled,ed, antllnfll&J deatu wilel" tb.,. 11.4d p~ 
mired (:lfely. 

111e. plo,f;ant ~Jc tlr t bc horolc hal1ter. whit founu 'himr!!lr fo deepl, involved in tbo weilht)· concern' "r Clm
pite, hllt)1e llurmplud m bltlw the &In lie 'lid himrcll up tI"le,hcr, thOUJh It (um,lnltnded OW1 .... cmnp:\nlan 
tu ~e (lJI'Tner ... CrtJl·llly ptlrroO"« ",:Io"Y adllllnllllcs tI\'er it I "rur bcr¥lcti ;u hellil tou..lly Innoe.,lt, In41 \UWld\\htch.l, 
'l 1, :.(flJr.1ins m~\cll (:ltid.lel;" '\t(olhe memtwn nf th2t rr.uernity, (OMO of whom It m:ty pombly f\lmut(ltCl to nmllar 
ff ., cd' or ('tll'.try , it h .. the rO(llive merit fir beU'II an unique ;0 (hat (,)lIelei or ,"'Ompont\on " .8\1t h:u'ftller, as 
(ue;h 1.1e~ n}1), :lP"ptat \II hc1'l \l fcd u. tml'l')r~l"y e)l;l~.J;on\ Ul' :lnfvrct;li partitul;u- PUJT!u(c,th .. y mCI It the. tOllel'ti\ re

pr..hiKlhn, wlw:ln..erurloyed III (uUY lhc purIty uf the IllAurI" paac, .nd \0 cuntatulu:toto th. c.1C!1lr fbc:lrD III'WMeb' 

hliwry flloutd invlIrl:1bl) ttow. 

I n thc mMdl of J~QUllr7 . 1190, I)ne Ft.nt;ic Felix D4not~ hy hirch 2 f2i riri:tn, :lind by pror.ft1on a cook,..,... trr
f"f\el.l ,n Ih c;!l' i t.~ :t,,\i pn,"iIV t tl t..... the m:lo who hilt! behC.:lded the mill'qoi, d. Laun.,. The roJlowint ...xtrac!'t 
ironl the dejl~nl.l(ln~ ~aktll befO,. Ihe ..;lultcJct 110 t~ cu r;!)!), t., IJC omi lt.d. 

II Be,,.,! huc;rorted w 'th r.(!tea \0 h', eontJut\ on the twelfth nl J ",Jl .n4 tho ftillowin, dlt" he r.lJ'IL. 'h .... 
" nn II.C I"'~ ll'b q,( JIlly. (Nilll Iho hufh o( t1)e dulo:. IO( Ollellnt ami M. Netur O.ltrlecJ throuI" Ih. ftl '6eh, I), 

U WMt ttl lhe Pabi, ft(ly~t 1 Ib,l t (ome 1101(!>nS Ihue rro.>pll(cd to bim to '0 III the PJace l-PIIr~ ~IIIU, 10 Affl f't Iho 

~f Jlef)"Je ".," fflhc cJr~SuonJ who weN; rurttllng Ihem ; thnt ho then 6w u'ou,,,, ilmnnJ ",hllm he w:t~ lol.! W4 
~, tho priMe of '_II,i"c{\; . c: h:tI'JO ."J ,hff'l'lp,t/i'e p'"plc h.mrd I" )11"1.1 l .. tlM. hi hlml'iif "' ... thrown dnwn, ~,\l 
!f recelve,1 "'''''''1'1 bloW1 from Ron .. J IIISC ho 11I~11Ii1 .a m\\fkct fire , fU IlI) "dn, (tIJhJtn~,I, tI~rMf hf.'ll{t,hm hi 
, . (.tee, tll ~l . wben ho ;:ot UI ' . he (Mind a dr1l,IW.III·' helmet, whleh h. !rouJht II W_,. \Vlth 1111111 Ih ... t on hI. ~ 
l( hom':1 he caU!:., mil 1:" ,11 he m.'. to he 00 Ihcnt au,l'" th~ 1)llht : til'" h. di<l11(lt 10 out <iPl n on I~ tV((J(lb, 

'f but cI t the nnt d"'l. helnillS that tho clll.., .. , had l*el'l "IJTI~, he wenl , ""'Ih the"helmel on, I. the PIM'r Ie 
" r.,#IIt ~t orne ill t I, ')tnlna I dIal hOi (. Cl ,n thence went II IQUI Willi m.1'If ulh, ... to 8ft II m. :tot the barrack. 
II at r,fteO\.rt j thllt they t\leAt! tot • (l,umher, l'I( mul"keu •• tId that h •• nHaVllll lcd hI pltlYel'lt an)' fr~ ,"'tlnc 
N.JI ftW kit Cuch a. "'ere fit to be ItuRed wl.h thorn :.(t).;1 11\0)' IKetti "'(petCed am! wenl off" t(l cJllf'«roru qllal'toCT. , 
If tl.,.1 h 3'''.1 oll.el' ellme W lht IOW8·1-.-,"(0, who". they W.f~ ~er,ted to ttlllrn 11I.IITle, alia M:1U.lltlcd that II "Ian 

M wnold lit (1IImt'.d In the- JiIT"" nl dIRr'ltta; thai ha dHi ro, :In..! from lh"ncc " ont to tho pl;lcc 0' , ,ndU"n\ll ~" 
• t.he. dlariA Saio ' 0l)portullc ; thai be 1nd uther cititcno, on thai dllY •• nd , (,c .r.'" m;:lrdu;d '" !tall'olt. (hrO\l,b 

If thl Rnett, tnJ f '1r Clsht U.l)' and IIIShll bo "' ... Imun Cl(tnfll.unly nn fuet If It,/ntN rAd .,., ; tblt 1)1) Ih. 
" morRine rJl I ~ J the (O\IrteCnth he w cmJlfoyed In brin,,"! arlin (rom the Hotel/les ~av .. hdd,1 hst .rLer .. 
,Co II;l hArln, t~ pcopSo ... nl P"' 10 the U.aR,Uo1 h. wt" nt lbHhu likewl(e, : bat M W.t'l dl.,...lnf,,"Ir'cd, Ih t 

u tbo pco(>ie wtr. cood~la .. Itt ..so I,.aun.,. 1(1 thc town-hoof, + Ihill He tlri afttt diem. 1u.4 ;..u.c.d th.n'! ",ho 
~ aRh kint JOhn. tbat Ibf peopks,:wbowcre alfetllbitd wCwc t.b4IlOwn.houJ'c Qilcd 0101', 11.,., IK"'~ _.- 1.1". , th't 
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R:utCa: which oceum:d ;It his death; (or "Ie Itl3rquis dc, Peileport, I young ~al.1 . whore 
(A(hia" .Jnu figure. inoependent of hI¥' f.lllk 2nd &CnerQfilY, cntitl~ im fO tl,.r~a. \Val 

fo ct«ply imp(~rcd willi the kindncf. he Ind experienced frOlti the .. jor, when l'\c was 
himli:lf.1 prifoncr. that eagerly elarpi.l ~ him in his arms, in rhe miflfi of all thill !c:rror 
.00 dall~r. he moll pathellcJ.lly entreated the: IK'oplc,to fpuc the life of hi. friend. to 
",1l01D he owed (0 much. But his entreaties ",'he: ;u fruitldt as hi, cfcrtion, were vain; 
tbc..Il1ajOI " head ~s fcpar;atc!.l (rom bi' bOOy. ao~ Ill' gr:nerul 3ntl gC!,Ierou. friend, :lftct 
receivi ng a revere wound ill his neck, .... ith difficulty ((c'lIped the fury ofthe mob. 

I n .he milHl. of thefe diro~dcrs, M. de Flc(I'ellcl, the provoft of the t'Ilcrch:1nn, 'lad 
been 4ctcCl.ed in 3 correfponJence with the court; he w:ll1&eeordi n~l, dir,nllI'~d fto ln hi . .. 
office by the committee of c:leCton. and oruered to be conveyed to prifon uru',llli, I r l~ l i 

but he hall fcaredy rf:1chcJ the bottom of the flep. at llJc. town-ho f~, when (ht neW' 
.-xecuton o{ funt~n:1ry jufticc forred him (rom the g u .. nl. nIDI him il11'hlltly WIthout Irial 
or enqui .. y, dir'roembered his body, and C:;ln~eJh;. bleeding he ;l(ll"~ut the Il,t<;eu on a 
pi.ke in triumph. :along with th;l.t of M. de J.au":1J. M "nficpr Jc: M ray. nitl' Ia'!J'q,., w~. <0 

klllcd in the Rue Tournclle. Moo{icur Perf.", "llcuten:lllt' I'l l I he f IIV ~IIJ., WIIS III U rder .. 
cd in hi. way to theGI~ve; .nd monf'cur C Hon.lic ulcn.nl in tl,e (d"le rOlOjl.:101, a(te t' 
recci,(ing four wound. in the llru u. W3I carried to dic H6 cl D cu, "crt' he r«OYef\.-d. 
III Ihe ckfenc;c of the "Iace only one (oltHer w •• killed :md lour WOl,Ulllcd Om: illv:did 
w':a. killed, and fl: vu:l1 wovndcd II)' Ihe Pfoplc after their admiffi()R ill to the: rue; and 
two were: h"ll&~d by the in(urgt:llts at the Gleve:. 

, 
After mpre thcn two hours h3d rapidly . t .ap(cd, under the: dOllbt.! if\to'(ie~ti7" oCjor 

aud h: .e:nse, (ome hUI'I:a;mc perCons ·temlllded the popubce:, th:lt ,III: pnluners III tlu: I JrI(~ 
tItle ought to be reh:lIfed; the:ircel1. were .IIct;ordingl1 brol\e opell ...... iul ,hC')' .... ·cre ltd "' 
trjulllph rOUlld ,he &;ardent of the PAl"i. Royal. But how grcat wu the lurpnle 0" 

" M, de t.aUMr. who hu 'hlfh~1'tO Ir:c;I!l hil ere~n1\ dolVn, on hurin, thi5, lifted Ih ... ulI, fi nd (.1id,U rlJ_,.., • 
... ), tIt.rb, I,iif" rlw ,. u.jr _1hJ 4'!fo11J 1 I~I in Ihe fame in/bpl, 1. J1utn~r of poI~" utikaU"-" 10 "ri. 
,.l:mel', gIve 1If. de !.MIna,. m~ny WOIIuJ, willI (word. aId ba)' DIMIIS I lhu the ptIOllI~ f(ch., 111.t'I, tile plU(lner, 
.. wltlll hlll ~I!meton, ulled OUt, c..., 'u,~, tilt '.f bu #J(,oJ r Ibat thw,lI nHI.(ICur otc I a\llll)' ... I'IlIW dUd, be 
.. f!1t I 1:rf!1.~ rctiulllllllU 10 01(1 C" 1 Ibat b. lIqao ,10 110 \, ""th a ("'!Ina. tbey "IC him, 1"1011." it d.i..1 rlltl WI •• cl! • 
.. tic. 6DUboG it 'Wltll I knife tllJt h' h~d io hi~ pclCk.c. , thai the beloJ heln, pu GIl Ihe eu;! 0(. plkt,lliU !"dr"" 
., h)' 11l1li pebplc, h. nrrl~ it rou;1!. d ,street, lind, ba;ln,j<lillelltl)' tM ,.npn wbo, Illlik~ manner, arl'icd 
.. tlt.e hcad..o( the PrIW'Oft or\he.mc.rcbae'Ui, thoeJ wtnt 'ft'lIh them c;"th. Hbu 1I.I)'IIl. an" ~fkrwa.d. urrl" II~ 
• to IUt ).Iotr~1 Ihn r~r fjotri 'l'p,"_~uoltUI an, ~._("t \4-1 .. , tie ~ iiOM', he .. &lR&d l,im{ellto ........ 1 d~ 
" p .. IIC'. "hh, }il6llon.1 AlrcrntWr. expe;alur 19 bne we" 1,"·nd..J .ilb .. JTI,41J,jf' '-.'~FttrI 1-""1" IT-!"'" 
,. iihd tb~t lbuG! -aQ ,~lOIIf bcl'tlrc b. hoW lMlltlctd)1.lle LlIIW." bed till.we. I,W. oH" .. f1..,/tf , •• ,e ... w.lt 
-!' .. hitb Iwllllrht:t1 b'l bud," 
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1'[1e Rames ofthefe men, llI'ere, T:ivernier, Plljade, L. Roche, the count de Solages, 
Whire, L (hureg., and Bec)1ade.- Ttlvernier had heer> r~pe.tedly fellt to the BJ/li1l", 
for differellt otft~tce.. He fee 'ned wholl the ,pluce w~. ukell to be <lifordered ill hi~ 
mind, and was afterwards fent to the public recept~cle for lunatic. at Charenton, Puja~ef 
La~oche, Gaurege, and Bech.de, were arr.ned al different places, and commilted' to 

• the B, ftillc, unlll I hey could be. brought to trial for. no[oriqQS forgery of bil\. of ex-
change to :. gr •• t , amount, that were accepted by meffi.eurs Tounon" Ravel, ~"d' (~Allet 
deiSanl.rre, bankers.1 P,ltis. . • 

T~,e count de Sol'ge.; bv Iris own acrount, was .rreRed at Toutoufe in ·Languedoc. 
h is n'l ive counlry, in 17S!!.l>y an order fronl the minlfl.r, monIi~ur Amclot, granted 
:at Ihe ~que~ of his father, for difIip"uon and other ircumlbnces of mifconau6t He 
did not {ee,n to conli,ler hi. conGnement as unmerile<t l bUI he compl:tincel of having 
riever received any .ccount ~f his .mili from thotime he h.u been .rrened. H e was , 
lirlt font to V-il1~rnnes, 'and was remo\'~d from the llc. to the B"lhlte, ill February. 178~. 
H aving heard Ihe fl 'rillg, he enquired of the turllkey, who had jull' brougJl! up his din
ner, ltat it mean t" He w.s to1,1 it was occaG"neJ I>y 3 r~volt of the people on account 
of tn. (drciry or J;r~",l'; llu,r while lb. turnRey wos apologizing (or beingl.ler than 
llru ,,1 in lidi'llillg Ilim Ilis clinner, th •• oom wos filled with "m'eel men. It was 1bme 
tim~ befo rlie C()'(Jnt thoug?1 himfelfin {.fuIY, 0' oould find OilY one fuDloielltly com~ 
pofed ro reble rhe even I. of Ihe day • . H~ wM carried to the dillri61 orthe Oratoi'e. and 
frOm tllence was eJc,tted 10 .n hotel, whele he was told, ror the 6ril time, that lhtr. , 
h 3d been two afremhlie. of the Norables, ,."d Ih.r lite Stotcs were t~en fitting ilt Vcr
(Qilles I of Ih" <hahr.e. tlo at h, d' h. ppe~ed in Ihe millill. y; anrl of Ih. diforde" Ihat 
exiRed tbr u~h(jor Ih. kingdom. f:\c afterward. rec.eived an accollnt of his father'., 
dealh, and lite fei:r.ure of ttle prPllerty which had devolved to him, by hia 0\\l0-

credIt rs. 

. 
Wltite wal arrol\e,I, an,1 fent to .ncenne., hy an order frOID M. de Sl1rtille, wh~nce 

)Ie "'.~ tr~n,r.r'reJ \0 Iht BJlillie •• t tie fame lime wilh Solagc.. He was boro of lrifh 
pai. IS at Roc.,dl e .• nJ W~8 a major in lile French infantry. 1t 3l'pe~rtd th,t he WaJ 

de.anged i!\his un"tt!hndln~, \oougll 'l.uiE:t ,0<1 inpjf~nfive. A(r~r being carri~'1 abollt 
the metropoli •• 'or fume days, by the people, <In<\ {hewn at t/te coffee.houfes, he ,vai 
"at lO tbe m>d.hoult .t Charenlon. , 

~ {hould nOt be (orpom", that the prefent foye ign, ,through h1. naturalcle~tn~y 
and. humanity. aud in conformity )Vilh Ibe lDod~r~!C .t,ltcm of government wh.ch 100 

inle).U 4 
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intended to ",,'(!Je, hMt earl,. clured the natc-prifan. t.r moft.eftheirwretc:bed 'nbahi ... 
nAn, none bring mainet.l but f\lch 11111.6 I~cn luihy of notorioul cri~e .. g;tinA. (ociety. 
or c:onccrncll in dang(.rou. off'cntk ;againn the thte:. It is like"ite wprthy of 00(; IVI .. 

t ion, thill, wilh all the ~tium :and dc:tdbtion under which the: queen ~na the count d' At-_ 
t oil bhourc!d, and with ;til Ihe libel. wh ich were hOl,lrly written 1111..1 (!'ok 00 asailll\: 
them, not I fi,,&lc viCtim to cheir rcfcn rment or juRicc wal {oun4 in all tlte prifoR. of 
the kin&dom .t, 

, 
TIle people, of their own impulfc, had de!iroytd tbe govrfnor·, houfr, 2J\d (ome of the 

other huiktlll£5 .. t the BJaiJlc, buu.hc mayor and tomm~ lee.:at the t",\IIn-hovre, Ic(ol"c4 
th .. t the c.Rlc ilfdf fuoukl be ckrnoli lh cd. T he c:il'l arc:.hikd, wm afll'oit, tcd to ~dua 
the work, and this iromeufe (dinc.: wal roollle~'dled ",ilh the gr,ui'KL Milly Ulmon
~111 were found in the "", .. III JUl'poftd to have !leeR totlsetllb~r~ d'Hl{Ig !he: " aT of tho 
Frol1dc. at the b~tlle in the (UhI,lIM of S,Iinl Ant hon,: hen che royal ;lIIIIY W.ll COI'l_ 
~ru)~d by Turenne, and th1t of the Fro •• de by t ht G[I,." u Conde I'. 

During the twelfth ::10M thi rteenth, tho Ce crirical cia,.·, on which Ih~ir wn (ale and 
t h1t of their fo¥t:rcign fe-emed 10 d~ptntl. and on the htll o( wh ,ch the (colle (c~ aneJ to 
"Jbr,:ne (0 much, that it WaJ evident a vigoro"," clCenion mish' h::t.vc t1:Jed h. hias. _be 
mil1ln n lIil V c,ro1ill~" and the commanders of the ;\tmy. ::t.l'purecJ to b~ (unk into a deep 
)clllar&y, or • profo und Oeep; the fortni r, inckrd, when unwillingly TOUree! to hcou the 
xcount. (rom P"r· ... trcllccllhcm with the ulmoO contempt :l.fld ridicule, :u matter, RQ,' 
worthy or,lu::ir confiorf"2tion; htl! On t11e fatJt Tuefilo1Y, rhe founecnlh o( July. e.'1il 
tiding. arrived (0 faft from ~vuy quartet, Ihat they wer~ overwhdmed with conA.e.rr\2· 
l ion Iud terror. and readcred to(olly inC3I)i1hie, l(jr hid not C'f'C1l been 100 hue', to adopt 
;any 1\1 ,rure. which required decifion or vigour, tither with re(pel} to orders or c_t:"c,,· 
tion. It now apl)tal'C"d. Ih llt thc-,lc:fc8ioll of the French guml. had, wim other pte'\diC. 
pofin, uule. ;and motivt"" vrOl.lucw a moA: unfortunate circa uron the national tr~ 

U h " b, 110 ftIQlU ,"""rN to COII""I\ whb tNt: fIit\ m. !We of mi. tIQIHr ct. loallt~. Of 4 .., \Ie 
nkd, ..... r~tt,of M.o.n. Pom~r •• Mfll~.u tet.,.,r... ofFfMG ... ·ll"JtII:~~ .. ~II .. urr 
bw I'fk lit CIIJIQ .... perf • .,.J rM'_' 1'" "1'otn~r w it i_11UIl '" v~,.,,, .. .n m. potta, wits, 

,bUU" I·I>Cllt ui,u. kir,J.I«n, if! I~ ~" . .... ' .... t _n •• lioIm-•• It r~wl\!lI~""'" , 
,- TN: ...... t of th .. bIb"", ." ... (01.--1 ~I, _ botmjall:l,. ~red, by an IftJltalucbor, .. 

... • hum,".n (It I~M ".n fO)'''", (pirll wtmh hall k¥eUtIl.lU the ,mten oil-h' IIKICnt 1I1~ ... rcbt, "h." 11" d .. 
" _,."" .,r_o ,1I'~f~,I'l -.u~ ~.,., "I", be.Iu Ulf &,lr',.Mn b)'hil ,,...~ '"~ he 1_ h!1cfI. ",Itb Ib.lIJ(· 

tl r"'IIUI, 1M 00 •• ~ It" ill'I",Ir.r cr ,.mon In,' thild, lhe «her ... tt. 1u..1r 01' ... UWntocn ). """ .... Th. Wm. 
bad ,*11 I, cl\od 1>,.' .I lf'l'tj ... ~ I .... " MI Iquf\nI(. _P""(CI iC lIN J'l1lIJd a'- (~r' buri.t red JU", lIrI~ 
aU lbt -1f",I " o(fUllpd'\1fIUJ 1)fIet., J& 'rn"" c:akubloo! UI hn~ 1"'~uI.,_fI)l&hlb."-'_O 
oll1'ot \lulu ~f'lICiI7. ,. ... ur- .. on. ('lW~ wrth~aa:.n4 bofplUolt ... ..-roQ.cr'r_ ..... 1a~ 
HIM tt" k~lIrt p. 189, 190. 
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in Ihe arm,.; that th.,. were no longer to be depended on ; ~nd that they openly alrertecl 
the unlawlulnef. of 6ghl'"g tbei r lellow citizens. Before Ihey bod yet time to rellea 
on the eonfequen<:e. o( thl, deplorJbJe new., or to conlider what mea(ures were proper 
to be purfu~d. they were farther confounded by tile intelligence, thar bUllittle 1lI0re reo 
liance could be plJc.d on the foreign regiments th.n on the national troop.. The for. 
IDl'r had ever heen unpopular, chiefly upon Ihe idea~xelu!ive 01 national pique and 
van ily-that, being entIrely dependent on the crown, they would be found, uJl<'f'I any 
oceafion tint offered, the ready inllrumenls of defeotifm; but now, 10 the .Ilooill,ment 
of every body, they {hewed the.nrel. es very little' difpofcd to engase in national dif. 
pute.; and feemed very cold and indillerent wj~h rt(peel to the caule they were callecl to 
fupport. In thii di(m ,.1 n . te of things, the only pl)l icy whieh the genius of the mini
lI~n was qpallle of deviling, wos the fugitive, pitiful, and cowardly expedient uf con
cealment, iK keeping the king ignorant of the misfortunes in \ bich be ",:II involved. 
and of the dangera to whicb he w~s clti'0(ed. 

But when, on the evening of Tuefd.y, the new. arrived.t Vorfaille., of the taking 
of the B.llille, o( a powerlul army being forllled in P, ris, and of the deplorJble fate of 
de r..unay, Flelfdles, and Lofme, the M ininers, ':IU aghall, feemed II if firicken with" 
tbunder.bolt. Still, though their con6Jencc h,d forfaken .them, their policy was pre
ferved, and it wa. detern.ined not to reve,1 the difm,1 tiding. to their (overeign. ln the 
courfe of that d.y, the National Alfemhly, af\er much and e~er debate, .ltd a variety of 
1II0tionl, adopted, with utlanimity, the following refolutions : 

.. The Natio,I.1 AOembly is of opinion, th.t the public tranquillity may be renored 
.. anol preferved, by [egularly forming and maintaining the militi. that has been raifed 
" in the capital. It re(olve., that the king be again conjured to withdraw hi. troop" 
.. whofe pre(cncc has been the principal caufe of the difordeu that now prevail, and 
" which, by IIw:wing the contran of a military force that alarm .. with a civil power 
• tbat prateel., pUll in oppofotion the privilegu of.uthority with the rights of the d. 
u tizen. It dirta. tb.t the deputie. lately fellt to the king, go bocIc, and e.oplo), tbe 
.. nlOn prdling ",nances with his majelly, to mgage him to fend away hil troopl." 

• 
The deputation accordin,ly repaired to the p:alace; and, after a confiderable abCenc:e. 

the 'rehb,Oaop of Vicnoe, their pre!idcnt, who 'us a' the bead of the tleputatioo, return
_ a& uine in the e"Dinl witb the following anfwer: 

.. I am .. ithout intermillion employed in the adoption of mean. (or relloring tran • 
.. , '1uillity in the capital. I had ordered the provoll of the merch.nts to came to me, ill 
.. order to lake me.fu .... for that purpafe. H.ving !inee becn inlormed that a militia 
.f has been eCUblilbccl tber., I haye given ordeff to &~uer:u olliccu to put thcmfelvc. at 

Mill .. the 
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.. the bead of that militi1. to alllii It with thdr nperlenee. an4 t., teeon,l the r II of 
•• the Rood citiuns. I have IIkewjCe given or ler, to w,tl.d-l ',y the rroo~J in the CA.ml' . 
.. j, AbrJ The COlleern you ex preIs at the d,forders t"JI reig" there, Is a fentiment 

• .. that /hould be,in the heart of everyone, and moll feriollOy .lIli s mine." 

While this deputation \II3S with the king, .nother arriye<! at the .tremMy (r!'lm ,,. 
I",.,.".n' <ommiUti iflh. Tow" Houfi, to reprefent the ftate of the city. ; and to dohr., ill 
tbe pn(cnt crilis, the eJhbli/hmellt of a corrdpomlenee be. ween the c IRmiltee .lId the 
alfemilly. qne of the members of tbe .fTen1My. ~he baron de V"n •• who came {rorn. 
1'.ris About the (arne time, gave an afFeaing defcrlptiOIl or the fcene he had j 1ft quitted. 
He had bee" feizcd by the people. and forcibly conv yed to the town-hDuf. ; on· hi. WI1 1 

thitber tbey /hewed him the m.ngled bodies of meRieurs do Loun" and ric FlelfdlCl. 
and repeatedl, thre.tened him with a limilat fate , The .lfembly p.ffed over i1l filence I 

this infult offered by the infurgents to one of their own body, though' eoen the appear
ance of jlight on the part of the "i_g nevcr (ailed to 'ncur their feverell reprehenGon ; 
and contented themf.lve. with f.,\ding another dtputalion to tbe pII .. e to communicate 
the intelligence to biB majefty . The arehbilhop of Pari I , who .... at the he.d of th;" 
deputation, returned .bout eI .. enat l1ight. and told tbe ,lTembly. that he had obtained. 
immediate :tdmiffion to tbe king, whom he found with hi. brothers, and who, on nearing 
the news, replied, that hit ,",arl was ",or, a~d .ort dtepl, wOII"ded, 6," tm.t ;, Will MI' 
po.Jlible to bt/it". Ihal Drd"J cad htln given 14 Ih. trQOpJ capa6lt of pr_""rin! fi "'''''J ctJ •• 
.. ",!ties. II AI., J"-excbims M. de Lally-Tolendal. who was prefent at the time--"j~ 
." was fuSicient to fee him and to hear him. to be eonvin~d that he fpoke truth"," 

• 

On the fifteenth, the king went to the alTembly. witbout guard., and pronounced t"
following (peech : 

.. I ulltcl you together. to .onfuk you on matters of the .tmolt impoJUnee to the. 
c. ftate, and none can be more important thin the dreadful difon!c:n that pfevliI in tbe 
.. capital-None alfca me fo deeply; and the chief of the nation CO_I "i1h confidence
'f .mon, ill reprefentativCI, to /hew: them hi •• lFeaion. and to iMler tbeaa to the ado,,", 
•• tion o{m~n. fonbe reftorationoforder .. n"-tranquillity • 

.. I know that \Injun inlinaationl have been inclallrieully dii'oafal, T1mow that fome 
• h.ve dared to publ,lh tMt your perfOlUl •• ~ ill cIooIt!c.-u It ntcelfary for me 10 

.. difnow ram9ll" th,u, crhnind. and which J hope art " Bic.cutJy coucradiaC4l by mJ' 
~ character, tha i. to well ir.newn to YOll t 





, . 1789.~ LEWIS THE $IXTIUtNTR. .,.,1 
; , , II 

. .. r, then, whl) am one with tbe n~tioll, unite myfelf with you, an4 delire you to ~8i1l 
.. me in the adoption ot m~fures for the fafety of the fiate. I expect this frol'n tho 
" ' Nationa l A rembl~, The zeal of the reprefenutives of my people, called together 
" for the puhlic welf~re, ,.{fures me of it: and; ~elying on the ' loyc anct fidelity of my: 
.. fubje.!l., 1 have glv~1l orders for ~he troops to retire from Pari, and Verf.illes. I ~u
" thodze, nay I invite, you, to lUak~ my intentions inown in the capilal'" 

'fhi, fpeech \Vas received with the loudea aOc\.lIr.Itio[l' j the ftream of royalty (eemell 
again to ret urn to its nataral channel j and as the I,Ullg rofe to return, the d~pulie. 
ilorted from thei-r feats, and forming n circle around him, conduac.1 thtir foverrig" in 
triume' tn ille p.,lac., From that inlhat ~ew is, had ill eWeet reuglled the loverel;tnty 
ioto the II 1I1(ls of tile a,ll'emhly, wirh linle prQfpea of hi, ever again ~~overillg it. 
FrOIl} th .t time olfo the middle, or moderate party, led by Mounier, Lally, M "louct. !cc. 
were reconciled to hi ,n, .nd feem to have relied cordi.lIy uI'0n hi. f.ith I but the friend, 
and patroni?"r, of extreme democracy. either were or afl'eaed to be afraid that hi, kpowll 
irlefolution would afford the means for throwing Ilim back into the hands of their ene. 
mies, .nd tberefore derermined 10 cxe[~ their power 10 ita UlmOn elttentJ ,in order ttl 
fetter him as elorely as pomble. ' 

The terror of fege. and blockades had got fuch poll"effion of the mind'. ~f the P~riAA.nf~ 
that they could think o~ 110tt.ing elfe, and the, were incell'ant in their prepar~tiol'l l of 
c1dence. La Fayette .. at now eltlted ,to .the command of the new ~lliHtia, ~with the 
title of general. The olel oBice or appellation of provoll of tbe merehabts, w, .. lup~ 
,rcll'eel. and M. Bailly. formerly know" by hia allronOl)lical writing., "':Ii appointed 
chief JDoginratc, _dec th~ n.me oi may"r of Pari,. 

That capital was now to be confidered as .J:r.at republic, and it foon bce3me (0 fcn. 
fible o( in own power, as' to give the bw. not only to t~ unfortunale fovereign, but to 
the N~l ion.1 Aif<mb/y, and to the kingdom at Jafge. .11.11 the arrog:lnCC, pre{umption.' 
rruclty, fcroci,,,, f,,efs, and "r.n"y; . U that contempt for the Jaws, for order, ~nd fubor .. , 
jjnol;on; all th.t d.lpofirinn to millrua, fufpieion, and revolt, .. hieh hnd iovaru.bly 
",3flr.O'd I heir c ""lila in all times of public tumult, from the earliell petted, of the 
JIIonarchy to the prefcllt ..:r., wal now llrongly difplayed by the Parifian l. The Na
'ional Atrembly, prob~ '\g by the invitation oJ the ~ing to make known his fenriment .. 
10 tht inhabit, It'1 of Ihe capi",l. wbich might ealily haye beeD done hy • letter frolll tIle 
,relident, eYen ,,0". f ... ",rI tQ .3~k"0" I""g~ its maller, by feoJing 3 depUt21ioo ofeillhty. 
four of ill n'em~r. ro the city 0/ Ji.,i~. rather to implore th~n to propere, much lelil 
10 order or conllnanrl, p.:.l<e. This m.y be cnnlidered as ohe of tbe mnoyevil confe.· 
"Juentes which rcfulle I from ,he ill-advired and ruinous me.furc of a{fem~liog tbe l13tes 
at V~tfaillc,. for i' ia IIII' 1'tobable thit the aJICmbly would have {ubmitlcd to the de. 
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',rolling humiliation or compli.nenting a band of inrurgmts, if they had bel!n out of the 
~nch of th.t tu. bulel\[ capital; neither would the faCtious part of them, ;n (uch .a litua

" tlon, I:ave hid.n opportunity of bccoQl;ng, as they d,d, partie, ;n their cab.ls and fac-
tionll until at lenr,tli, alternately aCling and hting .ded upon, th~y hecat e by turns tbe 
;ntllumenta of each other's purpofes, tllOugh the f.Hion in the alfemhly was not (eld, rtt 
obliged to give w' y, 'Contrary to its own inclination, to the ure,Mul power 01 Ihofe in 
the city, T f . p ,,,jlians were, h~wever. toofenlihle, in Ihe prcfent ;'ltl nc., of the im
pDrnnc" which they derived fr.m this 6ngular deputation, not to ceQC\ 0 the deputies 
.Wilh, ev<'ry m~rk of .I'pl.ufc and 'refpe~ • 

• 
The Natio~.t AJrem"'y now h.l1:eo~d to 'give tlut advice !Vbich the king h.d fo ear-

'nefHy ./ked ,n I is Cpeech or t,he fi fteenth; but like Inel1 .bted with unexl,eCled fuccef., 
tney alre.dy beg.n to overleap the bounds of mb I.r.,:ol). and evinced .11 e.ger doGrc 
to firip their fovereign 01 thofe Tights wh'ch arc not only .ae.lti.1 to the p'eCeru
tion of monarch'c;l1 uignity, but highly conducive tQ the welf,r. of a aat~. It hecatna 
a topic of difcuffion wi.h theCe infant legillJtors, Whether. ~s repl'cfentatiyes of the people, 
they hM not the e~clu6ye right of ehooC,ng the mininers of the ~own, Mounier, 
who, with equal energy and woquen~e. ,pointed out the .Murdity and danger of fucJ. 
p"ioc iples. which tended to veil an u " limi ted and <defpetic power in the .trembly. Wat 

accuC<d, by M)rabeau, of adYancing a doctrine imfious .nd B<I/'j1abl,·t, The yoic~ of mo. 
dtratlo,\, !sow eyer, prev.iled; a(tcr -vtry"'''1Il debate,. a ",dder .nd more conllitulional 
n,ode o( pr<>cceding was adopted; and an add refs. propoCed hy the haron d. ]uignC. hein, 
.gr.til t.o, ,was preCoOled to the king. It fet {ol.th. tllat in confequence 01 the ddirc 
"hicll'hic ma.elly hod been pleafed to expre'fs, of confonning hi. fentimentt 10 thole of 
tIle National Alltmbl),. they hu,tnbly adViCed him 10 d,fID,fa his pref~nt minitlera ~n4 
\Counfdlors, and .to ,rccaU M • .Ncd:~r~ ,and thoCe who had btely been remoycd. 

The !lew miniAers, 'however; had anlicipated Ihe """'.s of the afl'embly, and vol un. 
tarily religned (heir polls, while Ih" king chearf,!lIy complied wilb their ~ueft to reo 
c.1I M. l'-cd .• r; and, in order 10 p,ev ot any polJible fufp"=ionl allo' the fin~ity of 
,"is coudua, I.nt tbe letter he had written for th.t purpofe Sor tbe infpeaion of t~ 
Alfomhly. 

BUI, notwrrh1hnding tllefe conciliatory me.rures, the power and violence Qf the moll 
h~d IIQW rifell to fuch • height, that it bec.me dangnoul to fueb a.s were known to 
entertOin fent ,",."I. "profi'e '0 Ihofe of the J>01Iular party, to remain within its reaca. 'I 
'l'he ~Ou"l d' Allvis withd,e~ feetetly in the n'I,hl, .nd went 10 BruITell, whither be 
.had alrcaJy rcnt his {ons, Ibe aukes 01 AngonlcD'" and Berry. Tbe prioce of Conde, 

_ It Expol6 do Ia COIlduilc d. 'M. MoInlrr, p. 19 
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with hi' fan and grandeon, the dukes of Bourbon and Engh ien, and the prince of Conti. 
retired thilh er ahaut tl.e {JIIle l illle. T he counl d'Artois, and the princes of CondO and 
C"nli, had, in the alli mhly of NDtabies. oppolod the double teprefentJtion 01 the Third 
En.'le. and had, on .11 aecabon', praldred 'hclf ~ltaChmcnl to Ihe ancient p,inclples of 
the monarchy. Thofe who bore them allY lIlmiry, or who thought their prefence rn il',ht 
obftruCtlhe,r views, were indulhious to ",B,IOe the popular prejud ices. and to afcribe 
to them a v",icty o{ (.I yings and roOln(d,. hollile to the opinions that now prevailed. 
B dl. had been n uck up ill 'he PAL A'S Ro Y AL. piDuflJ recommending their denruCtian. 
and even charitably off'<ting a price lor ,he;' he"d,". In Ihefe bloody pro(cription. were 
to be fcen Ihe names of th e milliflers who h,d jufl ,efigllcd. and o{ a number of perfons, 
ofbolh fexes, who had hecome obnoxio us <u 'he people. by having ""en favourites witlt 
the court. In their fli ght, tilCY were ulldc, the Ilecemty of dlfgui fing themfdves rill 
they "eached the frontier. The news of the Llle occurrences at PJ, is C"read with Wall

derful rapidity; the mellengers or thefe tidings urged the people to arm; allJ .nnounc
jng that the gUilty were endeavouling to crcape, travellers, for months afu:rwards, were 
l i.ble to be .rrefred and dellincd at every 'own throughout the kln&dom, uflleis furnilh
cd with a pa{\'port from the p"ma"enl commlliu in the capi tal. 

Symptoms of the "pid dedine of (elling mott:rrehy were 110\V abundantly perceived. 
On the night of the f,xt.enth, an \J,"verfal gloom re;gned throughout the irnmcnfe p.
bee of Verfaille.. Not a mininer remained: and all the princes, with their ,ltelld.nts. 
'Were gone, exclpt Monfieur, next brother t o the king. No longer were the {p,ciou, 
apartments crouded with courtiers; alarmed at the pall:, and doubtful of the future, they 
had withdrawn; and but few were t o be fou'Hl, <xccpt {ueh as were immedrately on 
fcrvice. It has l>t'cn rem3r ed, on th is ocCafJOI I, th:u fOllle of ,hare:: who hat! been ac· 
cunomed to balk in the funrh ine of royalt y, and whoCe f'II1;Ii" h.d rifen to opulellco by 
the bounties of the fovereign, were the firflto defer! his caufe. 

The king was advi(ed and perfuade<I, in ~e hope of remov ing the eternal (u(pieioll' 
and je.loulie, of the Parili.ns, of calming the rdllels , urhulenco of their mio<Ia, .lId 
thereby of reducing them to a nate of good order and temper. to vilit himfelf the ci'y 
of Pori.. This humiliating and defperate meafure he carried into execution 011 Frid.y, 
the feventeenth of ]uI7. under a full conviCtion, in his own mind, th.t he thereby en
countered the perils of inll.nt a{\'.ffination. Nor will thefe .pprehelliions be deemed un
founded, when it is conlidercd, that he was deftined to p.f. through a multitude in .rnn, 
moft eSf whom .were unacquainted with the manage,uent of them ; .nd many in ~ flatc 

It ThC'rc caD be llQ doublS, but thal the fIIaft" of the P:dli, Royal would have been ,lad Co purehlfe ,hem . t . n 
r .... 
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of popular delirium, and fome yet ftained with the blood which it had madly led them 

to {pill. 

The National A!l'embly appointed a deputation to accompa9Y their rov.reign, who left 
his pol3ce, about len in the morning. without parade, without hi, ufual guOId, and rur· 
rounded hy a body of armed inh.fiiunts of V erfaill.s on (oot, who bad infilled upon at· 

tending him. When this motley, bUI folemn, proceffioll ret out, many of the ancient 
ferY,nu of the court, who had never recn Ihs:i r mailer vili t his capit.1 but furrounded 
with the fpJendou r of the throne, and ,,"idll the acclamations of his people, burl\; into ~ 
fl ood of tears. At Seve he was received hy a detachment of fiye-and.t wenty thoufa"'l 
of the PJrifian militi a. As he approached th e gates of the capital, he was met by M. 
.8.illy, the new choren mayor of Paris, a!lended by the manicipal ollicers, .nd the depu. 
ties of e.ch di/lli8. After the mayor had prefented hIm with the l:eys of the city, and 
addre!l'ed him in a (peech, neither remarkable for its eloquence nor its truth, he proceeded 
10 the town-hall betw"en two files o( bur~hcrs, three deep, who lined the road , to the 
number of two hundre.l thoufand men, 'tlned with (uch weapons as they h.d been able 
to procure, and con(equently exhibiting a morl motley appearance. The cannon that 
had been taken .t the Bafrille and the. Hotel des lnvalids wtre purl'0(ely placed in his 
ro~d, while about his coach IVue thofe perfid ious troops who, a (ew days before, hJd cn
j oyed the diflinClion of being his guards. Throughout the immenfe crowd 0l"o(ound 
lilence prevailed; the ufu,1 excbnllt ion ~f YiVt Ie R.i I wi th which the air, at other 
times, ,vould have refounded , had becn prohibited, or was forgotten. The accidents th~t 
had been apprehended were nolV ex peri enced; murket. welc hcard to go of 1:'; (evernl 
perfons were wounded; and a young womnn of a detent .mily, and mother of {everal 
children, was 0'0t ne.r the carriJge of the king co. 

It wos half pan four in the afternoon, when the king, after hotvinR bee ... more th.n Gle 
hours in performing a journey of about ten mile:, reJched the town-hall. where he was 
~llaitl harangued by aM. More.u de St. Mery, One of thofe r 'IJ.luliO/l·DrQ orl, who, 
havlllg colle8.d a rew flale lI1axims, and hackneyed (entimenlS, di(pla cd them on all oc
c.Gon., without the fmallell regard to fitnef. of time, or propriety of application_ With 
men, vanity h,s the !Dagic power of gi ving an appe.ranceof novelty to truths old.s the 
univerre. M. dc ' Saint Mory concl uded hi. harangue by fagaeiou lly obfcrv ing, that 

I 

.. Tile throne of a king is never 0 folid as when it hath fer its baG. the love and fidt- . 
.. at/il) of the people," wheoce he inferred, that the throne of Lew is the Sixteenth 
(though then tottering to iu very foundation) was immolJeable! 

One I,art of his fpeecb, however, wa. calcubted to itnpre(s a belief of the real cleift-

!- See Mr. Cr.lw£ordO, pUblicatioo, quotc~ in a former Dote, p. 18 .. 
encc 
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-cnce of thQfe flagitious "nd cruel deGgn! againfi the city of Paris, which had been fo 

indofiriouOy imputed to the court, as a means of exciting the prefent troubles. On this 
imputation, a denial fo involuntary, fo uncmharra!fcd, and fOJlofiti ve, bu rn from the lips 

o f the kin'S, t loat it was illlpoffihic for the hy-ilatlders to ovoid feeling a conviaion, t hat 
it wos t he language of confcio us innocence in an ind ignant refillance to falfe aq:ufation; 

and M . de Lally, who heard it, declarcs that the IIl.S01' of Pdtis himfclf, who WOl alfo 
prefent, murt, frolll th.t mOlllont, have ceafed to believe th.t any hortilc projea had 
been formed againfi ti,e capitalo,. 

As eh.rles the Wife had been compelled to accept the badge offaaion from the hand. 
of Marce~ fo was L ew is the Sixteenth, who filled the f.llne tltrone, now ohlig d to fub
mit to the dograelJtion of receiv ing from the hands of Ilatli y. who occupied tlte fame 
Fort, the nJt:on :tl cockade. After having heard feveral other IjJecches, the )'ing declared. 
th .t the objea of his vifit to P.ris was to remove any doubts that might be elltertatlled 
of the fincerity of his condua, and to requefi that tranquillity might be rellorccl 10 the 

• 
metropolis, and his fu hj eas return to their ufu.1 OCCU)l3\;Ol1.. He .pprove<l" the no-
mination of La Fayette to th e cOlnm.",1 of the P.rifi. I1 militia, .nu of l3J1l1y !o the 
office of m.yor; the former was hi s fervant, ano his conCi nt for the .ppoin!,"ent of the , 
other was not yet thought needleCs. After h is maj efly hao Cuflicielltly fIl ewn himldf to 
th.e people, at the w indows of the town houfe, wht le the excl.mations of Y, :;l Ll R.i! 
riv. I. Nati.n I were heard from innumerable voices below, he exprclred his delir. to reo 

• 
turo, and arrived at Verfailles about eight in the evening, . 

• 
( 

The powers, w hich had hitherto been cxcrcifed in the capital by the (efl'. nts of the 
government, were now a!fumed by the mayor and .lTembl y at tbe town · houfe. The 
mafier of the' pon-office took an oath of lidelity to the n.tion b<!~ re the mayor, and the 

Houl d. La Politi IVa. changed illto the Hotd de /0 Maj or... The allow. nces to the 
mayor .nd other officers; the elpences of the militia, oC 'he police, and all othe. p,.blic 
di(burCements in Parh, were to be defrayed from the revenue; but for the extraordin.ry 
charges, incurred for the defence. of the (own , contribut ions were to b<! dem.nded from 

the inhabitants, according to their me.ns, and their 7,eal for the public cauCe. The har. , 
ricrs that had been deilroyed were re-ellabltfhed i the officers of the cullom! \Yere again 
pl.ced at them; p.trole t marched conll.ntly through tl<c IIreers; and, befides the ufu.1 . 
mode of lighting them, the inh.bi tn nts were obli&td to illutll in.t. their houle. at a cer

tain hour; fo tbat Paril for many weeks after the Revolution, exhibited every night 

the ~ppearance of fome extraordinary public rejoicing. But, notwithll.mding thefe pre
c.utions, it w.s foon f.dly experienced, th.t whenever the people bent their mind. 

upon, or were exctted to, aoy aa of viwence, there exilled no regular force by wlJieh 

'~ Memolre de M. leComre de L:.Jly.To)eDd"l , p. 75. 
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they could he rell:raine.d; .nd that even thofe who h~d b,ctl. hilcd by their power, might 
•• lily become the viClims of their caprice. 

Though tlie people had difl,layed th e mon Ul\h~unde<I fatisfaClion at the profellions of 
tl1eir fovereign, .nd a reCl:or.tion of hmno1l Y had al";, 'e " tly taken pllce, they I""retl y 
cherithed a Cpirit of revenge a::ain(l thoCe who had er , .ufeu al'l oppolite party: wilich 
they refol ved to gr;. t ify, whenever an opportunity Iho ul.! oocur. The fidl viClims of 
their refcntment ,~e re M. de Foulon, and his fun.;' l.l .w , M. Berthier, i ntend~nt of 
Paris. The former was aceufed of having tre>!oJ the people with difr4ptlJ during a 
fcarcity of provilions, hy fav ing, that if corn could not he had, its pi .ce might be fup
plied with hay". W e have hcfore ohferved, ,liat he had declined a pl.ce to which he' 
he had been nominated under the m>refchal de Bmglio; and, being aw are of the geJ)ero~ 
;ndignation wh ich prevailed againll him, he had, at the commencement of the prelent 
iliil:urbances, retired to the country-feat of h ,s friend. M de Sa: tin. ; but the vigilance 
of an enraged populace was not ealily eluded: he woo foon difeovcred, and in the 1light 
of the twenty-fecond of July , feized in his bed, by a hor.de of rulliJns, and dragged, 
though trembling with age, having attained his feventy fifth year, on foot to P.ris; 
wh<le, without any previous interro~at ion or form of trial whatever, he was put to 
death, with circumlbnces of fuch peculiar barbarity, as would be pai nful, and, indeed, 
indecent to relJte ;-circumllances, too , in which the women were the princip31 atlors ; 
twice was he fufpended. 10 the fatal rope, and twice .did the cord break, while the ,"Cults • 
be had received were renewed during the dreadful interval. ; and a quarter of an hour 
was Cuffered to e1apfe before the new cord could be procured, th at put an end to hil 
exiil:ence, though not to the enormities of his ferOCIOus atralfins. Hi s head w.s fe
vered from his body, and, fame hay being fluffed into the mouth, was fixed UpOD a polej 
and paraded in triumph through the 'fireet. of the city .J. 

M. Berthier, who had been feized at Compiegn O', was brought to Pari. the fame even
ing ; and, in his way to the town.houfe, he was met by a proeelfion of furies and ruf. 
fians, who compelled him to kifs the lifelefs head of his mltrderod (ather: ' he had not 
been long at the town·hou!e, before they ruthed io, and in fp ite of every effor~ to ' allay 
their f •• age fu{y, dragged out their devoted vi6\im : and, after cutting off his head, open
ed his eotraU , while they drew. hi. mangled limb. , which they had tom from his body>. 

~ That be had really uttered thi. "."mliJ pbra(c. no proof whatever waa adducech 

., The mob, alik.e impioul and fcrocioUJ. added hlafphcmr to tbetr crucIfy J tbey placed. tftWJI ~ lbonll upon 
tho bead oflthe wretched {ofFerer, aDd when, {tnk1nZ with pain lAd Catip, be Uke4 {or lomoUUn, to quench hit 
lbirll.lbel oftV<d bill> "I"" .. , L·Mt S"',itr, 10m. I. p. 91'-
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:about the I\rcetl, elhibiting his he.lel on :I pol t , :and his heart on the poiot of I eutlaf •••• 
This un(ortunue mJ.n left eight c:hilJren to deplore hi. lor •• 

Such was the (atl i cnnfequenc(, of dehauching the regubr troopI, nnd depending (or 
fecu li ty on a Civir lrmy; thollSh l'ig lll .:lIlrt. forty t!lour:mll men had heen regubrly em .. 
bodl~d In the CJpill l, and (0 dlfirihulctl tholt. :1(:1 {horr not ice, they might all hue been 
e~ly ol/femhlc:d, the Inlgi fir:atCI and officers (ound it impoffihle to preyent:a furiou. mob 
from committing the mon horrid Inu ·lel"5, in [he (ace of day, and in the hc:art of the 

city. B ut let it not be fupp ,ftll (h,lI the mayor :md th.: ~cncr .. I-B:r.illy :md La Fayette 
--difeh:argt'd their duty on this occarion ' -All that their ptrfi,,~1 inOue.,ee :and exertion. 
coultl effeCt WJS tric,1 :- hul di,1 they jount! the /orjin ' dId tht'y :lltcmpt to all"emMc: the 
11atl0nal gu;mls? 0 11.1 the y, in (hort . adopt anyone or thofe mea(ures, (or (ll c fupprcffion 
of tumult, Jml for tile prevention o( fuch grofl: vmi:1rions of junice :mcl humanity, to 
which they would have halt reeourfc. i( but :l lil1gle regiment o( Broglio's :lPny had ad. 
v anced tow;ltd, the c:Jpital; or If Iheir ((Jverrign , unJrmed and unattendel l, h:ICJ ",paircd 

thither to rf'ceivC! their com!O,mds ?-'.In -no' ont Th y were thc: rehy guilty of a (c3n. 

eblou$ negirCl of their duty. nor could the fuddtllllif$ of the cyent he pleaded in 1)3I1i:&
tion of (uch IIchieCt; for it was notorious tJu t ene hOOy of men ... at gone for the pur
pof~ 01 fci 7.lng; M ric: Foulan; :md a (econd, hc,uhd by an tltllDr, [0 3ppr~hcnd his fon

in.bw; anti th r lime requ'ifit c: to go t. V c: ry and C ornpcigllC:. and to return (,om thence, 

was more 111:111 amply fufJicient (or the adoption o( the nccdf:uy precautions, to enrurc 

f:.fc[y to the rufFerels, amI trauqui llity to the capiults • 

.. The ramo man who h:ld been employed m cut oft' the bead of Ibe marqu;J d" LaunJ)' wat .Uo p,..r.nt at: !hit 
hotTid {ccru! In the depuflt'Un. part o{ which," tu"" qUoiN i" J for mer nOCe, he c..,._UThal be had nl.l part III 
" the murder 01 M. Rorlhl!:r 1 that he wal nur him, hurd him pMel\ III' Innoc.flCIr, ami (upphQCI cbe 11eOp1 .. 
II ifth., 1~"l.Iltht him i\l11ty 0( .n,. crime, to carry him co prlfon, In urdu Ihac I.e ""Ihl be n~lt~t M'. Jer. 
" tllier w .. n.hhell h' death by fume rulJlel'l Ih.lIt. !Oldier fi r t he rrl,"lenlof Roy.1 (;rn.U! OJIIMII h,b bel". 
" with a (~ ble. IntJ oue he II unacquailuool w.11I p",lIod 0\11 hIS hun, rUc i1 inlo hlt '''Ie "n(onel"'.) Io.trld, .nd In • 
.. (uriou, "'lIhnet look him by Iho collar, (a),illl, c.-, fit.,.., ,,,''' I,,. Ihi 1/",'/1, l'illq Ihal 110 KcordJnllr WIllI 

N wilh him accompJnieJ ")' many oCher ,,,,.'fun,, and, hll"illg (C(ln M. do 1M Fayette, time I'MI, I IMt in comlnl 
to down Ihe (b;n., the; {tllther put tho hc.'11 lipon thl pomt of • cutlaI" . 1'" obl1led him (Ihe lulfoft. r) to CIrT)' it 
., thl'llUCh Ihe Rl'nb~. the pa1ai .. ~n,all ,hal whilo he WM at r"11JlClr w,lh t ho iQldiC1" at an Uhtll·kouft, I0Il 

N I .. ",, Iyi", Mio. 1.Iok, the peopl. came and dem.lnded the bean, whIch Ihey Ihrew out at tb. window t." 
Tbt d«lal'lltlon ,hide by tllb nail Waf ptlbiJJhed in alIlhe dall)' paperl prinled I .. the mctrOJlClIu, under 111. at. 

tide 01 CJ,.JJtf 1M P .. lI. 

as It h, lndeed, l"'f'Ob:IhIe, lhat fbey bad nn ~nfilencc in lhe ml1il~, and tim UIIf beliCftd, I( called upon ttl 

tr4, IhI' would b.IIn atlcd '!llnR Ibem I bul, It aU nenll, mil rbou1d tun bocn I.tKd, lAd It w:at thci, dllCJ ~ 

weaka tha trial. 

f ' . ' f }o:OC a word i. bf" mention ... d ul'thl''''~ nf tho (oldie,.. o( the co,.". CO whleb the monRer 

~ who letr. tMIt ,.,. bun. of 100M" I nut' of the JwI which that rt(cmmtlPc II f'ld m h."" nc.c.. 
. oMll, .n thit "el")' lI i,tu, and bJ whlcb ehe ruM.1I 1& C.ld to h," perlSbMl-h .If o",deM'7 a We (abeL. 

~ bf tbCI "lh4A-J."''''w.'',an4~by~lI U"IAtblon • Prepatatory 

• 
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Pfeparatory to thefe cle.ed. 01 horror, the mon borbarous ~nd inhuman popu!;!.r [olllls
which it WO$ aHo the duty of lhe maYOI to furprei,-fct to inv.tmg tu nes, had been fa· 
bricoted for the people of P"ris, ill order, if I>offible, to "ncreafe ,heir nati ve feroci t y and 
cruelty. One of ,hefe, t he verfes of.which cncled with the pious wilh, that all the ari· 
Ilocrats might be honged .t th e lanterne. was to he heard. from morning till night, in 
every llreet, and llmoft every houfe, fun r: hy " II cbfTes ond orders; the folrer pa" of lhe 
fof.er fex dcg"ding th cmfclves in 'his rcfl'ea to the f'llle level with the moll proflig.te 
and ahandoned. Thefe barblrous words, Io ke the war ",boop of lhe f.vages in Nonh 
Americl, became afterwards lhe d,att. jigllal in every part of France. 

, 
After lhe departure of the princes of the blood , the clifTenting 1I0ble. ha!lcn ed to reo 

nounce th eir former proteft, and held themfelv es ahfolved by nec<ffity from the o3th they 
had taken to their cOII!lituents. It was agreed to hury the "arne of Statts G"(Iai in 
obl ivion, , nd the name of National AfFmbly wa~ henc, fo r-t h adopted by . 11 parties. Some 
reverence fee med ll ill to be paid to the word .. oyalty, nld10ugh tit e fuhO ance to which it 
related had entirely loft its efTence. 1t was tho ugh. that the term royalilh, ,pplied to 
t hofe wh o wac de vo~ed to profeription and popular fury, would yet be too woulldi ng to 
the ars of Frenchm C' 1\ to be endured, th e: term ari//acrol, therefore, of which not ont: in 
a thoufa.!d of th ofe who ufed it knew 'the true mealling and import, w's, UpOIl all occa· 
liolls, fubllituted in its place. 

• 
The comlllotio ns wh ich had taken place in the capital foon ext l'.nded their fat.1 iullu. 

ence nm o nly to the neighbouring IOwn s, hut evell to the moll d,ll, n, pl'oyinces. At 
Sanlt G erlll .in .nd Poill"y fom e murders had heen committed, on .hc charge or fuCpicion 
of a mon opoly of corn; a[(empts of a limil.r nature were with difficulty prevented at 
Pont .. if~ ; in Brtttany the fame diforders prevailed; nor were Normandy .nd Bu.gull,l y 
Irfs infd:l ed with t he fpirit of tumult and fed ition, wh ich f«med· oll .he poiht of diJfuf. 
jng itfelf all over th e kingdom. EmilJariu (vidently di/pa/(h(d Jrom a «ntral p.inl. w en: 
dijJ,,.wt ·, oads, / '!/Iillg th,ough til<' t .wns and vli/agu, where tbey jlaid only a i "lJicitlll tim. 
t o cal fi Iht a1u.' nt-btl" to 6e , ung j in Due place olmouluillg , a$ the cllufo if 010' tN, thl mar,k 
if jor.igll lroop , ; In aholl"r, tb. opproach of a balld of pl"ndererJ ; in .. 1/, (alli~g tl" ptopl. 
Ie arms ; wl,i,'e mOil)' if Ih,m,jor tbe ,mort rj[tEluai Q"ompLffommt if thtir purpo/<, d!flri· 
bUild mont; OJ Ihry pt!/Jtd"". The end .lId ohjea of their cell roa.ye progrefs, w.s the 
pilb];e of grall aries. th e bl"nillg of houfes, ancl the : fT.ffination of ihe proprietors. 
Whelle,er t h" foldi ers wr re c.lled upon to (upprefs lhe tumults, thus exci ted, t hey m.de 
a mlrit of dilohcdiencc, and joilled the mob. " s .• 

The prevalence of diforders that feem ed to threaten a total dilfolution of govern. 

66' M':mcire do M. do LaUy-TolcndiIJ, p. '17,18. 
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mcnt n.turally called for the attention of the National AfTembly, in which hoth th .. 
executive and login.tive .uthority appe.red, at Ihis period, to be exclufively in vd led. 
The mind of every virtuous memuer was of courfe imprefTed with fentimenls of indigna
tion at the aa s of barbarity wh ich h.d b""n eom ll. itted in th e Cll,it.I, and at t be f.n _ 

• 
guinary "ifpolitioll which was fprc.d ing With luch tenilic fymptoms in the country. 
L l lly-T olendJl took th e Ic.d ill Ihe debJte un thIS momenlo u, poi nl, and w~.s al.ly fe, 
conded hy tVlounier, and (upporred by othe .. of the moderale p.rly; who propofed 31"0-

efamati on to W olrn the people frolll thus conllitutcng t hemfcives judges and executioner, 
of the I.lw. 

But the po verful ,Iemocrltic party en tertai ned fcntim-nts of a vcry ,I illeren l nalure on 
this fuhjeCl. :l nd ,11 ft not hy lflY mc:alls 'A' i lll to rdlr;lIa the h:lIIdi. or to confine the au
thority of ,}O<". I~/rru' ullirs. 50"e of thef" eml."voured 10 calm the the virtuous indign.
tic" of theiJ .1ch·tlf:\ II tS; oneof them, rhlll)...lllg, peJ h.l ps, th .. t the viCtims al ready iminO
hIed would he IIlI"tbti <IH to gratIfy t he rL(cntno<llt of the l'0puIJc<,.propoftd ~he olla. 

I 
blilltillent of a trohull,1 I r tryi ng thofe I',,(on, who had been a"rlled, 'and fueh as 1I'0ul<1 
in future be denounced by tbe p"pir as SUllty . This propof, l was defcmlcd \IV fevc rnl 
deputies ; .nrl mallY of th em, adopting the will} of locne of the ,lilltiCls of P,ti., evell 
:tdvlfed t he cllablilh ment of a grand jury in the clpital, for the trial ofalillate criminal •• - . 
At this very time, too, a lill of l' roferiptions , in which fevera l lIlembers of the aff<mbly 

were included, WJS cilculatedlmong the peaI" of POI is .'. 

, 
Thefe dangerous propofitlon. were moll ably comblled hy M. Mounier, who n lewed 

thot the creation of laws and tribun;.ds (or th ' puniflunenc of alllo /(n crirnc-s \\ould be n 
violation of the pl;ineft principles of jull iee; he lIl:oill taincd, that the "rofcou tion of 
oll'enc.! again/l the lIate WlS the txclulive provillee of th e n.tional reprden tati"e.; . nd 
t hat it would be a feandalous prollitution of the fublime infiitul.ion of ju"es, 10 render 
it fubfervicnt to popular ,.ge: he a!ked, wh ether a tribunal, dellin.d to t ry llIen oceuf«' 
by a populace, thirlbng for hlood, and alway. prepared, in their /lupid ignorance, to re
ceive as certai" fJCt. cllumnies t he moll ablurd, would be at liberty to alford P'Ona'On 
to innocence ; and whether fuch a commiffion would not form a t nbunal of blood lub
fcrvient to the orders of the faCtious, ,nd , thoufand time. more formidable tlran the 
(atel lites of tynnts the mol!. abhorred I • 

\Vhen the democr.tic patty objeCled, .. That the bulinef. of the afTemhly was to Ill ake 
.. laws, a cI not to attend to a few partic ular diforde,.," L ally -Tolendal replied . th., the 
ftoiciflll which could lead them coldly to diaate lawI, while murdC(, were ord"ring" 
.round them, appeared to him to be very far from deferving t he name of • virtue. He 

6, Expo(~ de la Condwte de M. MouDier; ..I:uU Y AJrcmb.eo N~ionale, p. 21, 25. 
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ridiculed the pretencCl o( utui"g (0 h ighly the litxrty of tho(c whore Ii,u they did . not 
(cem to nluc at all ; ~nd chat curious (pecics of generality, which illd ucrd them to de .. 

[pife dange" of which they did not p<'1 take • . 
But nrong and incontrovcrtihlc ... the rcafons urgtd in fupport or the motion in .. 

difpuuhly wtre, e'fcry (ophin ic ~ 1 argument. every pit iful (uI1t.:rfugc, every daring a(fcr~ 
lion, thou the inge.lu it y of fat!\ion could dey;(.:, or irl dfrontcry a.lvance. Wal employe.! 
for the purpoft' o( perfuadi ng the a!r .. rnbly to tt'jc~ it. M . rle L311 r "lII tolll that hi, 
(c"fibili ,y had {educed hi, rufon ; that thl!conftagrations. imprifon rncllu. alld alhlunation. 
wh ich illfpin:d hi, mind wi th horror. were ".'rc./JarJ 01'(/i",jla"ttS, 'IJ.:lucb m'!fl haw bUll 
t#prlld, IInti fl,"Jd h, h(lr», fu;th PQI;tnU, It. n!)ther member oh r"fve.1 to .'110, thot bil ill4D ~ 

rinQI;,. h,1d "tnt,d dQ"I"1 which bad '" '~ifltf.c, ; and tbot tlurt WOI n, tltAHgtr but ,n hi, 
motio,,; it was dangeruus to liberlY, bec3ufe it ttmded to IlIke from the people: a.fo /Ilulr, 

ill, u;"lIde which they ought to pr,,(erve; d3ngerou. to the puillic tranqu illity. occJu(e it 
would give t he peQple II {alJ, inqUlefu.de which they D,ught n OI to t'xpe ricl\tt; lbl l lllore (I:In4 

gerou. to the AIUMBLT . who "(lNlti fit 1M cit! (If Por;, d,clo" (llQ;/tjJ II, iflhl, Qd,Pltri 
tbe mct i(l /fU ; d:l)lg~tou. 10 the lef!i(l:iliYe power, which, after hav llig bruten the formi .. 
dable force of authorit y, would, by tlUt mun., raife u [u nother force Hill more fOllnidJblc I 
anddangcrnus to the execulive-power, which, all d'caJful :u it had iuCl been rep,efenred, 
would be aR'eCled by ita inllbility to enforce obeclieuct. So fertile ~ere Ihe br:ainJ of 
thefe oratou in the creat ion of imaginary dngers ; and [Il bl ind to ezining danj;en of 
fuch enormous magn itude as to uceed , in theirconrequenee., all human calcul:uion f 

M, L:ally, in hi. reply, obrerved, that a m,1n mun f'hu t hi. eytf ;agalnn the light, not 
to ree danger. which eyery minute rendrred more ah rming i that, in a Ihort t ime, thcre 
would 'no longer be either:l.n executive power, a judiei:ll power, or a coerc:ive authority. 
in Fr.anee, He ealled upon the member. of the oppofite p:lrt)' to exp\;ain ... connall whir:h 
he wu unable to comprehend : l i On the one hand, it i. in6fietl,"-raid he_" that we 
Col Ibould remain tranquil, while two perfon. are oilually pro[crilxd at Poiffy" •• heft 

., twelye 

.. flit 'IIt',1 11\, OPCM" lII(1Ii .. €o!- tbe open ...;..ruon of ttl. pr~6J wltb tbe d ... mocndc JIa'1YI Ibq .. ,ttl 
.1T'a14 nr lofillJ ~eit .. lWthy aUiu of tb, c'rib!. wbofc alIilb.nc., ItwrY II.,n(w. wu eIlCntilUy reqllirile to Ibtl file. 
\:Cf, u( IWir fc:h"nl" I 'nd, to Obtain m il, !.hey did not (crllple In fendO/' tn, Jqillati .. baIli. "tar:15 the;y C<l\lld at 
~~R, fllb£ilnitl'IIO Ih, apric:e of lhe *"'1*"' •• lo(ur,cau.-u I) i, _"" j., twp '''Li-~'-Iald OM or them 
....J,~J .. W..." ",,~,., _wI"'. ,,"," 

, 
.. ODe cf. the M"Cot. who fell. YittiRi to lht r.~ oIlh, JIOf"ibcet . ... .!~ •• mill.,. . t l'olO'y , "';"1 IC'~ 

",rtoil 0( h.~n" qUantity oi ftcur ill 1m ~, tbe f.a,. flJce:rtd hit pltnllfef, whrt b fir (ev.1l 1IIII¥ImI 

be!!.1 oi.~ were flNll.! I thit .. '. _Illed rume,cot pnd, .IWI lhe mob Iw!, h im p~""r' far IRfbac iIcaU1, 
bill, 00 lh. Ulterfennu of fotpe "1II'II1llM pel f,Glt cMy wcr. witb Ihfticulrr rerfill1lk4 to rd'~QI the .. ilkr, 1lnW, 
pruper tnqunl fhoDl.! b"n dbblifhecl bie CUl lt. 11. w-, the1'd'orw, taba co. Miahbowi", c001'tttl, wbla. alter 
• 'Krt mulllU: innll'pliCWl of tho Iatt, it w. dearly dc.moa.ftra&H., Ibat boa "". OO~e:r, bIrtAM ...... 

. --
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.. tw.lye olllen ~re thr~tened; when the livei of hx: inhab t~ht. ~re dem~nd d 3t Pon. 
II toife ; whtn. yeJlerd.y. the lor/i" YUS rung at Brie·Comle.Roherr,' and the ,"h~bit.nts 
" wer~ e,pejled (rom their houfts; when tl,e COli ,Jandant of lJurgundy, dlfii nguifiled 
" by 'he purity and moder:ltion of his choraeer; has narrowly efe.ped being cut 10 
" pieers. and throwlI into a well ;-on the other !fand, • needlef. inquietude is pertina. 
~: ciouOy kept up. when all the troops ore removed, when .Il the mininers whom we 
" dreaded are d:rlll itreci. and when the king hos relignrd himf. lr up to u •. "-~e -!ked, 
whethe~ they were legi Oators, or (o/l/p;rolors f and, when a eitiuII.king gaye them Ii. 

I d ' berty, and they had nothing to do but rm;'IIt it, why they perli ed in their deter~irultiolL 
to (OIItjurr it, as if ,t wete 10 be torn from a tyr~nt '·1 

When Lally enforced his orguments, by defcribing the horrid ~eath. of Foulon and 
Berthier, the ce lebr.ted potriot B.rn.ve ironically .!ked, .. if lA. hlo.d Iu 1"f/I,nI,a ""at 
"fo Vir} PUrl" P" while Mir.be.u told bim, .. 1l "'os Ii time to tbink uther tban to 
., fi,I." To thi s I.n remork Lally replied. that T iberi us ,"ought, .nd deeply ~oo; and 
Lewis the twelfth It/t moll .ccuttly; and he a!ked hi. opponents. if they had the cboice 
between tbe two plinces and between the two legiaators. which oC tbem they would 
chure I • 

As the deb.te .. as continued during three fuccelli •• d.ys, and the tumul" rathpr en. 
~reafed than diminiOhed, one of the member took .dvallt.ge of th.t circumll.nce to 
.!lirm, that the very menti.en of. prod.mation h3d ."ited.n infurreaion, though it. 
prdfelJ'ed objea was to enCorce f((pea to the laws, . nd promote the return of public 
tranquillity; it was objeaed at the f.me time, ,h.t tltt "ifo".IO whf", il was addrt.!'ctl 
<D .. ld nol rtad. though when the dularol;o" qf rjghll c.,me to h. dif¢uffi d. the (.m~ party 
dircovtrtd that every man in France could read; ,"other ohj:aion "'5. that it could not 
be prefented to the kiug for hi. fa .. aion. bcc.ufe the form of the (,"clion w. nnt yet 
determined. though. fo rtnight a(ter they loll light of rhi. circumll.nce, when tocy 
wiOhed the king to f.naion the decrees of the fourth of Augull. 

A fenfe of /hame on one fide, and uncealing perreverance on the otber, produced at 
length. in fome degre ,tbeir efFea, and, on the twenty. third of J ul y. the proclamation 
W.I iftued, but not tili it h.d been Ilripped of.ll the rogent exprcffion . propared by 
Lally. fuch . , the follOWing fenrences; that" Whoever excil<d trouble. WII • bad citi. 

poiDted t.,. rOVt rnm£nt to purchafe corn (or the \Ire ~(the CApital. The mob, howeyer, refolve4 oot to be die-I''' 
poin~d of 'heir prc1 r thoy again €crud the unhappy man, and condultcd rum to 'he p1ace of cxoc:ul;on, wb,c.a" a 

joumcJIDID b\attber' Je'YCrtd hil'hud from !Us bCMly. 
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" zen; and .that the puni/hment of. crime .... , itrcIr crime, when not com\n.n~ed by 
.. the law." The motive, for pre.elltlllg the proJnulgation 0 the fe, evident truth • . 
could not be mill ken.-The pro r. 1 thaI the pl'oclam tion fhould be prefented to tho 
king, .ccompanied by • r«l.ucll:. th.t h" m.jell y oul~ c ' <l fe lt to be d Jcql.tcd through" 
out [he 'p-rovinces, . i,,1 r>.d in.1I the churc es. was .I fo re,ieaeJ.-Thc proclamJtion. , 

as .enteredon the r"&Jile .. of the .fI'elllbly, IV',S tillS: ~: 
• 

.. The NOIion',f AlT'embly conliderl ng. thot, from the /lrll moment oflt. (ormation •• 
" it h.s "lbpted no ref~lut . on hut whal ~ive. it a jufi tille t~ the cdll!idcn~e of the pro- , 
.. ' pie: tliar it h.s already efi.bii fbed the 'hrft Inllnd.t io", .,n which Ihe p.uhlic libctty .n~ 
.. fd .city fhoulJ ron , that lhe king h.s recc",ly .. quiled • Il , onger clJilll ,hen ever to 
.. theconf"lence of hi. failhful fubjea s ; th.t he has not ollly bll lll cl fpermiltcd Ihem. to 
.. demand their libe'rty .n.!' rights. hUI thal.l the deli,.e of t.le .Ile ll bly, he has removed. 
.. every ruhjea ofdiAidencc c. pahle of ' ,I.rmillg the puhlic !"inJ ; that he. has «moved 
.. Iliofe troops whore preteflC<! or appro"h had I'pre.<I teflf r through the cap,i tal ; lhat he . 
.. has difmilI'ed from about hi. perlon thor. counfellors who were ohjeCls 01. uflealincls 
(. 10 the nation: that he h. s recalled Ihole whofe relutn was fo .nxiouOy, d. Ii ;,d : that 
.. he lia ... ppea~d in lhe NMion.1 A rrrml<1y .... ilh Ihe u",<lerv rd confidence at • f.ther 
.f amidft his chil.lren, to req uell their tailhnc. in promotin~ lhe fal.atioD of lhe n.te ; 
•• 111 It, .au.It'd hy the fame. fClfl imenu. be h.sreturned to hiscapitalloaj}Q(;a/t IlImll{[ 
,. wilh his people, and. by hll prcfence to remove rvery r<I'Da in'n,l: appr,henfiun ; lha',. 
" ' in this fl.te o~ l'erfed' harmony between Ihe chiel and the repre,fentativesof the n.tion, 
.. and .fler· the complete union of.n the a d«s, th t alftmbly is now o(Cjjpied,.nd will 
"*,neyer roe.fe to occuPy itfdf. in the gr.nd uhjea of the cOllflilution; th.t.any dilli
.. dener, tending 10 ditlurb the inellim.bl. harmon y of the prcfent moment, wOIIl.1 itn
c< pede the labours of th e afTembly, prove an obAacle t J Ihe execution of hi, m,>jcfiy's 
.. intentions, .nd, .t the fame time, give. r.t.1 blow to the g~ner.l inlerril of the n.
u tion. 35 well 011 to. the private intc:r~n,.of its component members; that not a cit Izen, 
f~ in 6ne, bUl-thO<lld thuddcr .t the i<l •• of traubl .. , which ,' in thecr deplorable <:onfe. 

, " quence., would produce the:. difperficn ofr.milie., the in'en uption of'commerce, the 
.. priv'lion 0 fuc:cour from the poor, a celT'ation of lobour (or workmen and citizen. , , 
.. and for .11 ranka • lo,,~ lubve tlion' of foc iat--order :- The N lI ional AfI'embl." there~ 
.. fore, exhort .11 the nalion to pe.ce, to Ihe m.inlen. nce of public order and tranquil
.. lity,to d,fpby that confidence which is due to their fovereign, and their .. eardent.
.. tiv •• , and tt> fbow· that- rc(ptll:' fo~ Ihe' l.wI withou.t which no liberty can bave 
~, csiftenee • 

.. The .lI'embly f.rther declare., witl; refpell: to the .grnu of power. who /hall ha • 
.. , caufed, o ,<, hy their crime. may caufe. the mosfart une. of the 'people. Ihat tht, ought to . 

~. be ~"w, (onyjacd, and p'\lai~cd, but that ollly by. tbe J.WI wliich lhouJd lake them , 
.. UDder 

• 
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" under its (. fegu,rd •• unlil Ihe fin.1 deci!ion of hei( f.le; thai the proferullon 01 all 
.. cri,nes of ' ife-notiDn apperlains to the rep,efent ' lives oflhe n. tion i th .t the .11'<11\1>1,. 
CI ill tile cDIlf/Jlut :DII which it is inaI/o,,", Dccupied in/orm1"8' will point out rhe tribunal 
" before whic every perfon .ecufed of fueh eriltle, 0,.11 b.: profecute,l. th. t he m.y be 
" judged oceollling 10 the law., and enjoy Ihe .dv.nlage of. publ,c trial." 

It here .g.in . ppe.rs Ih31 the Alrcmhly h.d irnbibtd Ihe idt:. th.t they had heen con. 
vened r r I he pu rpofr of j __ mi,,{ Q cD'!Jlituti.n; thi. w.s the grAnd rock on Illch I hey 
r"lir; tlie fl.gr3llt min , ke wl.ich b.:tr.yed them into a Ihouf.nd errolS, in to nu'oberlefl 
,txcrt ion, of UN ON'TITUTIONAL .ulhority. Wh.t Iele. could be, mnre prepoilcrour. 
or rno ' e Jeglldi ,. to the. ","ople thernfelves'" th.n th.t fuel, • nalion as France W.S, fo 
man y cClll urie, ufler its ell.bhn,ment., wit~out. cOllllitution; Men mull (urely h.ve 
c , unk det ply of the wOl ers o( ~the who' could enterlOin fueh.n ide., and f"rget, th#t 
conftitut io" in vll tue of which the Stotes thernfd.es h,d b.:en .lI'ernblt d •• nd uncer 
wh ich Ih~ no iall had ,ikon almoft 10 the Cumruit of glory .nd ("Iendor. Til Ilf wu 
Ihe" province and their du,y. to r<OIove .ny corruption, thot had crept into the con/H. 
tutioll ; to .. ftore, ill cotYunlli.n with th. lmg. the nOlio,,,1 en.blifum; nts 10 their pri. 
mit ive purily; ,nd even 10 modify. correCt. eXl.end •• nd improve thofe inftitutious 01\ 

which the w. If.". and h.ppin cfs of the people e{[enti.lly depcndctl, we are Ilot diC\JOfed 
to COnlen ; but 10 {uppofe th.t bee.ufe Ihe finances were deronged, the. nate w •• 10 be 
diCorg.niud , ch.os to come again, .nd a ncw.cr~atioll 10 talce pluce, would be 10 harbour 
• (uppofition that all <>tion.1 men mua regard os the offsprings o( inf.nity' Nor doe. 
it afFord, lef. ground for alloni/hrnenr, th.t fome of the very perfon. who thu. tallced of 

firmi"8 a conjlituli.n, nof ollly .cknowledged Ihe ,xijltnU of • conllitution, ill the moll: 
exprds term., hut (cemed to confider its ptinci,ples as facred and inviol,oble.-M. Mou_ 
nier. in m.king hi. leporl from the committee charged to regul.te the mode o{ proceed
ing w,t h reg.rd to the connitut,on, reminded the Alrembly offevenl" fund.mentoll ••• 
.. of Ihe ",on.rchy:'· he {aid" We wilJ not forget Ih.t the French are not. new pt'O

e. pIc. recent ly emerged from the Corells to form .n .(fociatioll. but. gre.t fociety 01 

.. twenly . four million. of men. which win,e. to confirm Ih. bonds th.t nite its dif. 
" ferent p.rts, which wifhe. to regenerote Ihe kingdom, and wkie.i' wiil 'VIr hoM fa"",,' 
.. th. trut principles if tb. monQrch) " ."- The f.Ct is, Ihat prompt dtjinition .nd gladul 
a.li.,ati.nwer. the luhje I tim called for Ihe .ttention of the IIffembly •• and by ,. ntiS: 

, .. It "''Utl, however, be confdred, tb:lt, amidft:\ difpl:\y of 'Unity, prieSt, and rl'c(wnrtion, limoll unequJI'ed f. 
the annal, of P"tioOif, tbe: French did fubmit to decr.adationl 01' wbich the fmalled O::alOl would have Ihudckr.d t 

what coul~ be more dearading (0 them than tw */pn" they tv,need on Iho di(milUon u( Neck.,., wh ICh Waf 

tantamoUnt \0 In at.k.nowltcJ,mcnt thtt the ratO of Iho It..in,dom depcudcd OD one Mln,-Jnd IJut man I 

/-"l"" , 
1J ExpoU de .. Conduite "" M. /dounier, p. U. 
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adherence to tbofe points they might bave drawn that deGrable Ifne, whkh precludea 
the encroachments of ~efpotifm, on the one hand, an4 /If anarchy, on ·the other. • 

- • 
What patred in tbe debates on the (ubj.a.of the procbmatioll, convinred M . de L>lII-

Tolendal of" oqe dreadful truth ."-" I perceived," fays he, ... tonneGlion betweell 
.. the troubl .. without doors and the internal mo\'ement of the A1fcmbly ; I fa w that 
.. terror would fu!xlue thofe whom fophillry could not fubdue ; that, from time to time • 
.. fame gralld comhullions would ocaur to rentw the i mpreffioDlr of terror ; and th.t, by 
.. this means, • very fmall number of. IndividuAls migh t render the pure intentions of 
.. the majority ufelefs; for I moll fay"tbat it' appeared to me, and I.do not thin It' I was 
" deceived, that by milch the greater number of the deputie,. were friends to the pqhlic 
.. good; that it was ihe conllant objeCl of their purfuit; th.t they often im ginod lhey faw 
" it where it did not exill; tbat they al)'lay5 experienced TC$ret 'when .prevented by their . 
.. fears, from promoting, it, and promOted it wheneyer no ·p~rfon had an ,interell ,in pre-
" venti ng it 74. " • 

We hove already obferved that Neck.r had been ·rec311. d by ' etters from the king, . 
which overtook him 3t BaC.l, he having quitted Brulrels, with view to retire to his er~ 
tate in the vicinity of Geneva; on hi." way to V erfa.ill •• . he had been informed of the 
J!lurder of' Foulon and Berthi ~r. as well as of the imminent danger of the baroll de Be
zenval, commander of the Swifs troops, who had been · feized, in violat ion of the free
doo~ of· the fubjeCl, and the orders of th~ king ", by the militia of Villenaul(. and , 
threatened with inlhntdeath,on . 3ccount ofan intercepted letter, in which he had or
dered M. de Lounay to defend the Ballille to the Jail. Neckar immediately wrote . ' 
letter of interccffion from Nogent to the magillratea of Villenaux. in his favour, appriz
ing them . of 'the ""rmillion which the baron had-obuined from the king to repair to 
Switzerland, and attempting to enforce the rtJpeCl: th'at was due to the order. of their, 
fovereign I but his ffl"Orts were ineffeCtual, for the magillmes had fent tothe pef\nanent. 
"ommittee at Paris for orders, hy which they' were determined to be guided. At V er
failles, Necku wal received with fuch general c!,emonftrations of . "ce/live. joy, as bave 
been compared to · the tranfports .of the Romans when Cicero was «call.dfroln .lIile. 

• 

After·he. h.d paid his-refpdh to the Icing and the National Alrell)hly, he repaired to . 
Pari,; and !h. gratifications of vanity were never' more amply difpenfed to any,eonqurr
or in ancient Rbme, than they were, upon th is occllion, to · M. Neclcar. Thofe voice. 
which fome few days before bad found the gOfateft dHlicu lty in pronouncingPi'vtlt Roi! 
now filled the air with the "niverf.1 /hOllt of Yif)' M. Nukar I He Iaud.bly .nde_ 
• olUed to convert this moment of popular .pphllfc and enthufi~m to an ellccUent .pllr.-

'!'N=oite, PI ~t • 
• 
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pore;_after fuittlble nprefli,!'" of gr>titude for thc honour conferred oD •. llim, he 
eXlloti •• d largely on thore right. of humanity whic!) every member of fociety i, 
b~und mo~ religiouOy to ohrerve. with th.t animJted eloquence which. kno ledge of 
h is priv.!e virtues rendered ,Ioub y imprtfliv. ; he,conjured the .lfemhly of eleaora to 
put :I n end to thM. f.n/:<1inary profcriptions, .r which even jullice Ihudicrt, whofe vie. 
tion, ever me,;t their fJre ; and he requelled, in particul.r, the releafe of the haron de 
Bezon • • I. H~ drew. very f.ithful riCit>fe of.1I the horrors th.t fuch 13wlefs proceed. 
jngs would inrpi,e, and entre. ted tho Alfemhly to exert every prec.ution in order to pre
Yent a repetition 0 1 th cfe cJlamities. which ought. if pollible, to be configned to etern.l , 
oblivion .; he .err.fented. thO! fuch fan uinary executions. without t ri,I, . "ithout form, 
without low. are no lef, an outrogeto jo ll.ce then to humanity, fubverfi ye of the public or. 
eler, .. nO far,l to the nationol honour. Thefe palf.ses of his fl>ccch wer~ pronounced 
with fo much feeling. th.t they proved irrefifiihle ;eyery heart w.s moveo, ond every .ye 
fuff'ufed with tears, while the only words th.t were heard throughout the hall ,vere thofe 
of ' Mercy, m<, rcy to the guilty I n genrra/ amnyly "'-At this moment the popubce 
who were wni in, in the Pia, e de G .ove, where the town houre i. litu.ted. 10 Lldl y de. 
manded M . Ncekar; and while he went to • balcony, i:> order to gratify their wilhe., 
the count de Clermont Tonnerr., who had .ccomp.nied him to Pari •• propofed to the 
A If"'l\bly to confirm, by • form~1 refolation, tbe'votc of mercy and forgivenefs wbich 
he had framed; this motion was received ano ,..,itied with unanimous applaufe; and, 
on M. Neck .. •• r(turn to the h.Il, the count de Clermont Tonnerro read the rerOlll
ti on. which aff. I.l.d him moll: feniibly, .nJ excited hi.· warmcfi .pprobation. 

I n confequence of this rcfolution. the atr •• nbly of . Iedo" difp.tched two duputiu .nd 
• guard to Villen.ux. to condud the baron de Be1",nval to the fronti ers of Swi ,zerl.nd. 
But •• Ias I Ihort wa, the triumph of jullice and hUln.nity I the pacific difpofitiol\ . 
eyinced by the elcdors filled wirh .Inm the minds of thofe to whom trouble •• nd com
motions .fforded the me.n. of fubfillence . or elev.rion. At the appro.ch 01 night the 
fadiol ... !femhl(d in their capital-the Palai.-R'Oyal i-in th.t P,I.i •• R y.1 (to veri fy the 
predidion of L.lly-Tolendal) where hillory i. obliged to f.y that the manners of the 
people were corrupted; the'troop. debaucbed ; the hodie. of the dead dragged .bout, and 
ule beads of tbe living profcrihcd. T here they had fworn to enforce the revocation ot 
the "ecree. p.1ltd at tht lown houfe, .nd they begall their march or that purpDfe. One 
dillnd. alarm d. had com nlU nic3ted its terror to feyeral others: the toc6n. were rung I 
the tr op epc e.fed ;.and tbe town-houC. w.' npofed t o the d.ngers of a iiege '0, 

Thul ltimulated, fe.eral dillrid. exprefTcd their difapprobation of tb. proceeding. of 
the lDorning; and intimidated tbe atrembly of e1edors, who, far from daring to perfe-

,. M4 ...... do Jot. do Lally·Tol.NlaI, p. 99. , 
• • J'C10 

• 
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vcrc in 'a'bulbhle melrlJ~1 haft.enotl to fubfcrlbc the following t/lI'4,,0Iory paper, replcte 
witlt (;ilO)ood :lI~d equivocation. 

~J The ACfecnhly,:lt the ,rc'Iuifition" o(feveral diflriB,, 'uplaining, IS far:ls neceifary. 
u the rcfoltuton taktn this morning. in confequence of the fperch and req'lcft of M. 
CI Ncckar, dce!:uc, Ihal, in cJ:pr l"ffing .. (clUlmcnt of pardon .:md indulecllcc towards 
" their enemies, the y did not mean to include thore who might be .acc.ured or canviGled 
&01 af high trC3fon againfi the lIat lon j but. merely, tl1:u they would henceforward decide 
Hand puni rh only accordmg 10 I~w; and. confequcntly, that they prorcribe .. agrcc3ble 

" to the tenor 01 tl lc re(o! ul ion , cve-ry li D of ~i olencc ;mcl cxc~ 1s th::I( may tend to di,~ 
M lu rb the pu bbc tr:llLlquilh ty. and th is reJolutiorl C::10 hear no other conilruC\.tol\.o be· 
" c:lufe the Afi"emblv from which it pr"c~eded,Jlevt:r rUl'Poled, or coul !1 ruppof~. it had 
"' a right to p:udoli 71."_ Tbii c urious rcuatl.;ltjoll W2S figtied by M . Moreau de Saint 

Mery, 

77 h "" pecullarl,. \ll\fQt'tun~lc ttlM in thl. attempl, £<) truly ('Onrml~nt to virtue and humanit,. N . Netltu 
D::wIIW h~ve b llell Into two 1~II 'u~ 1 ~f' ltn n( r"d, i tn\II.IIUnte, Ib:lll Ihe, (en-cd milch tQ wealten the onthll£i.,(m of 
hil admirctn. and \Q It!l"en tho &CIIC"" opInion COfIceiYed II( hi, ;abi! lttt.. Thcfirft of thcf.c= related to the NJtion:al 
Atrembly. Mnd the recond to fIl e Pari(l:IIl\l, The f~rmcf, and ''1' much 11111 ,re~or, ""M hI. arpliea1 on UI the cill ut 
Pari, (or the lihcrty or life of.n JC~ured trlm,nal, . n.I,.1 tho tllnc lime. for. cene,..1 pardon. kn~inl, that, as 
the ):~tlonal Alfe",hly 010W fuppliod Ih~ pl.,cu !)oth or Iho wwerei,o ao<l Il.'I~h.lmeot, there ,",'at no OI hl:ll pn_ 
lII ift;", wh eh coul t! l ~wf"Jly Il":Inl e ith~r. Thi, Wall kernt!inlly di(plufi"_ to the Affi:mbly. in ave.., I' UI de_ 
lree. II WIS, intleeJ , bllt to.on Inlt', tlo U PJIi , Wat upilJl . l'I:dkninl w . (fumc Ihe fitlpeof a" Independent repllbll.:,and 
makin, :.ob rming finda tuw",rd •• he polr" flin:l of abfrlh,ltll (lIm'tor l I nd ;t wJll\n le ll t tuo, Iholl thu N.lflnnal .... !relMbly, 
thouII'1 fu l" laWlre Ind apprchellftve of .he danser, Y". wnether from w~nt of fpifl l, or rrom whlteVtr otber 
c;,IUre, dit! not vc!Uu\·e toltLt:Impl eonfinins llul turbllJ,ml ClIplW wilhln tluebound. of r"tijellioo 1 but they were ~ 
bJ no me:uu ple~ed or fathlicd that her indellO,dcncc or power rbU\lIll be furnally ICknowleJgetl by III minUter 
0( fble . - • 

Thc fecond errorconflJUtl in bis addretnn: Ihe e1e!l:on orr~rilll a le,al bOOy, when their praper(undionJC1ttfnd
td no fa!'t! .. r thi n lO the ~h.ol ce uf TCpre(entaliYcll and the new commaJltl., with which they were entrufieJ !'Iy 1M 
peurte 011 the thirteenth, prncctt"'d merel)' from the noo-c!. il\cnte of lily other body of meA in whom tho,. eould 
repore eunfidenee I bllt that refrattory pufIIllace, who abho.rod rYery dq • .:e of fubon,ll!lil1.on, ,..er; l lruJ)' he.ltlJ. 

1y "red 0( Ihe lovernrnenl eltllrclfedhythe t1cC\mt, ant! were e.I .... '""I)' tld~ti~tieil w lth,lna enterlained lrut 
juI.tufy oflhcm. on Ibe "ery ,round, or ),f. Ncdtar', frcechl fo ~hac \I,' l\u he probably tbob,h t that he "'AI 

III,hI1 Ibltoti", aIId pl~afm, th~ peDple by Ibe compllm'nt. . 1111 pa;~ and lbe pow'" he al\: rib«llu their counciln 
the l'IIW n_hOIl(e, his eloque"l h .... ""ue w .. prodllci l\l a dirKUy COlllflloryllffi:d. Tb~ f'C'.Irie confi,'ucd lbe con. 
duB. 'If Ihe cr>Undl ., a. Iban"l inva(,on of their rlShl5, ItS an ""ilue feilritUon on their fa\'UUr!to nercife ot ad. 
rninin,!;I", r"mOl"'y ju(Ucc I all,1 lleuI5 now f)rther Irrilated "V 11'11 t!u-.a. aft" pnblle l pl'e.ll,--th.e COItrequctlt:ct 
of w bich we.re ,reall, l'IUJ!lifietl by tbe aN of the f .. ll.toUSo-lO 1m authority tt\.U ,",'. bceome bl, I,ly otha.u , they 
JfeW wtras""ul. 

The C'OIllmittce Df ' !~O", f'UCeiyi"c Ihllilheir pt!Pularily Will ~ac, lind that they were exporld to the danser 
of bcinsr treated as ururptn, prude .. t!,. nfiSneil t~ltl r C'a~,, : the ;evernmlnt of the tumultuou, a rital WAi thot. 
pbcl:d In a body lh.\t was calle.! UK ttprefenut,TO. bOOr of lb. com~ollf of Pan., with the IIlayOl', M. Bailly, 

..at itt Mati. 

t • 
• 
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Mery, the tl!',},."tt(/ ParHi!l'1 Dr"lar, aDd by M, V igne, prcli:dcnt of the general afi"cmb1r 
af the tl~C\an of UlC city of Pari.. , , 

~ On the (1)1I0~i"g dJy" Ihrfc practtdings werc' ul:en into t'on~derltinn hy the Na .. 
tiona I Alfcmhly. when (('ver:at mem\.er. fulfcred t heir ,",cal (0 I .. T to t ranfport t hem be
yond th e bounds of j uOicc, .at to in fift: that every {Dan {"jptflul af h:nhouring b;id in .. 
t entionl tawards ,he n3tiOll Ih ould rccc il-C cxempl:iry punllhmen1i by which mc:alll ll 
more ,intolerablc fpecie. cf def,/olifrn 11130 cven tIm which h:ld preYliled in the reign Ii£. 
t be fiftcent h Lew is ",,'01,11,1 hc ~c beltn ellablinu~d, But the t D"lItr/iJIi,,. on this fUhjel!l: 
being jmcrlupted by the ani 'l :!1 or fome depotiC5 from, P:ui., t he ohjeGt of wllofo miffion 
~,n,. partl,y 10 cOI1'\Pbin ofth.e 311empt to Ilrocure an amneRy,.;md p;artly to"' warn the .. 
Aff"embly againft: :adopting or git ing a f"ntboll f O rut h a me:lfure, 3 regullr dtiatt en(ued" 
i~ which Ihe fame influence: pre.,allcJ that ~"d fW:lycd tbe e1eftOrl at fad •• 

T he count de Clermont.Tol\nurc: COUr3&etlun y. hut indreauall y. invcishetl ag,a.in!l::. 
the manoeln ru e:!'Iployed 10 excite the ~('p l c: to revah, emu to inlplre them with;ll dif. 
g .ull ing lerocioufod." . M. Muun'le T uefend ... ..J. with sreat e nergy :lnd eloquence. the 
prine i lies ofperfa n ;al frr('dam. without which, hr.juil ly oMcrve:d, 1)OIiticallihcrty wn 
but :1 '1 ..... furd and dlngeroul c himer:!. He ll/kcJ, who w as the accufe r of M. de Be
z.enval; wh.u WIS t he ch"rge preferred ag3inJl h im. , ;U\d in virtue of whll t order the 
m ili t ia 01 ViJle:neau lt h~J ventured to afteR :1111 office r or Ihe king'. troopS ~ H e .na.in. 

t"iul,!d, thaI no m,," could heimptifoncd but hy virrue oflhe bw ; . Ihat the l,lw did not . 
perml t the impl'i(onment of OI ny mOln, widlOu t a reg ubr 3ccuf:ation :lIul a legal charge, . 
unlef. the culpri t were I3ken in the fatl, or appl ehendcd in confe:q uence of a hue :lnd cry . 
- cl4mtur pllbliqut- th3t i. to by, immediate ly after the faa W3. committed, li nd when. 
putfued by p: r lon. who had witnell"etl ill comllliffion . H e: obfer¥etl , Ih31 'kil WOI ' the 
only fen fe in . ... !lich the words t/a f/l,ur p,,/,/hpu could be uod~r(lood; th~t it only bcc;lmc 
fuoorclin;He 'yrantl 10 gj¥c: them:l different iote rprc:t:ltion : :lnd IhJt, ira P?f1u lar report, 
:It fimple fufpidon. W:ItJ t o be .c-aUed a c/"m"Nr pll6lllJNt, no inrlividu:a l could he fure of hi.. 

- )ibcny._Con.;eniJ I !l1 thefe fentimenu ind tlputably were t o t he true (piril o( r:ttionlll, 
freedotn, and Incontrovertible al were t\lc ar&ume nu by which they were enforced 3ud rup. 

'1'1 lhe d. b.ues ill the Nlllun:l1 I$e;rnbly, on tllo (nlljoa .,( the procbnud(WI prupo(ed .". 101, ~I'J ""nibe.w 
t.nlllev.tallllh ... momber. br~hcd Ille dat'lpruuJ doarioe, tbat tho ClIIlntal fbOllld, in COfIJ\$l\io.l . ttb the Ai'ft .. o 

bt,., (l"J~ni", iEi I'WII mllni(;~I·,,,,,"r nrHnf. Inltea4 or rec:ci.i",. with obedilflU, the I". 11Il! ftlbllliI "" 1J'"l'I ;t 
_WI fubjet\, II,. the ler; A~~n '-'yo If .... uy-maD in Iho ki",dom had cblmed 1 6n1lll11 pi lvii'", wtUI mill\. 
OW. ~ .. or tbe .. " of 1M ""1/.,., ~J. Whith M. Mirabelli h lm(,l.( to !\tOll", tttomioell..l . d I 

7' He JQnicubll,. reptob.,tod the fhJmcful pn8~ 01 I'IIbllckl1 uPotilll to r.le, aI all Ihe pIGS or Ih' P .. W~ 
111131, the tnf'l:tl fe I'I4b\rtus ~ III'le1Ir'tt prlllt.. The ....... ,"'''!MI priM, in rat' lw'ar, he ,,"100.11, t.nf'tkJ, n.~ 
.ml"', til wh,eh • m"" ""'"' lerrcfeolOd, fotm~n, l.II :II 'ill\lJl~«1 rule, "Ifh (OOt bklillly llead. IYllo, Mr. .... h,m on 
. it Ioure. v, ~II,J a ~rcron wbidl ... wriuC/l.-flll 1I{r.mw,,:f- 1""}w,,,oJ 1Ii"I/" • ..".J r...r_M~ro ... 
WI) .T ... .,.JIl, p. to .. 
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ported, th'c or~tor , ... , ncyertb,h,r.\ ,nterrupted, in tho mi,lJle or his (peoch, by the 
hilf" of the democrati c party. Ho replied, how,over, wllh manly firmnef.-" I dd not 
u ,defire .pplaufe; loa not fear cenCure; not do I Ceek to obt.in the favor of the city 
u of PJri. ' . . .. His ",·ponents jufiifiea their condua in interruplillg him by obferying 
th ClIe-had uuered nothing ,bul common-place rtmarAs'O!!I • 

This cu rio us jufrification called up M. de Lally. who remarked that whenever a 
'tllember of the Alrembly yielde" to an impulfe of humanity. and deplored the public 
'C3lamities with a degree of Cenfibi-l1ty. that would Cc.rcely, he conceived, be deemed in
con line"t with the chara·aer of. legin.tor, he was drily recalled to the rigour of prin
ciples; and that whcn the 100ft rigorous principles were invoked in f.your of liberty, of 
perConol freedom, they were rejeaed in Iheir turn, . r d fiigmatized as common-pliJet re
marks. But.1I the efforts of the moderate party proved int/Feaual; and, arler • warm 
deb_te, it was reColved, thJt, the National AIfembly, haying heard the report. of the de
puties of the reprofeutatiye. of. the commons of Parie, declared its approh~tion of tho 
explan~tion given by the eleaon of Pari. to their reColution of the th irteenth of July. 
(Thus Jid they condeCcend to Canaion the baCe relr.a.tiolt of a commendable ':Ia. are
Ina. tion, too, founded on f.l/bood !) . They reColved, alCo. th.t if a generou. a,od hu
m.ne people (the p.,ilians b.d, Curely, hy this time, forfeited every jufr claim to Cuch flat
tering epithel'l Wi aled for ever to proh ibit.lI proCcriptions, (they never exprelred Cuch a 
wi/b !) it became the reprefentoriye. ofthe l1ation to try and puniOI thofe who were .ccuCed 
and conyiCled of h.ving made any .ttempt .gainfi the C.Cety, liberty, ,nd tranquillity of 
the puhlici-Cit became tbem to .a with propriety and jufiic:e, to rcgubte trials and 
convitlions Hy the laws wh ich exified .t the time when the crime was committed, and 
not to .inRia lrbitrnry pun ilhments, warranted only by CK po/! (ano lows; moreover, .f 
it became them to night the elia.te. of mercy, and to PUnial thofe who made .ny .t
tempt og .. nft the liberty .nd tranquill ity of the fu"jea, the iflhabiunts of P.ris /bould 

\ moft cert.inly h.ve bet n the 6rft ohjcC\s of punilbment I)-That, confequently the 
N ational Alrembly perfifted in its former regulations r. Cpetling tho rcljlonlibility of mi
nillen and thofe. entrufic4 with the encutiye power. and · the ~n.~liIhment of a tribunal 
to decide on, and. committee to receive, inform:ltions, infrruClions, and intelligence. 
They concluded their refolutions with an order, that Bezenv.1 Ibould be kept under a fafe 
guard ar Br ie Comte Robert, the town where he was then confined. This Iaft was to 
him the moll fortunate cbufe that co~ld poffiblf be de. iCed; for the "riten, on both . 
lides. acknowledge or declare, that no humall power could have prevented another pub-

" Expo(~ cit 1a Con4uite de M. MCNnier, p.!7,!8. 

.. J( allthe mm'lben had been debarred the uttetapce of .,.c''''I'''" ". .. ,1,. tfIIe narnben of onron wooLS' 
bave expeneneed Ii diminution {o confutcrablc, that tbe AJrcmbJy mud huo nthcr rdclIlblc4 a Jn~ of Q...~ 
thaD • CCOftAUoo. of' p, encbmen. 

lie 
• 
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lic mOrOe, if he had been brought to Paris. Thi. opinion wu, indeed, (ully con6rmecl 
by the following faa, tl),t thiny thou(;t.nd fnn~ic Panlian. Wilted (or him a whole wy 
It the PI3CC de G ,cve, :and h:ad, with ravage plca(W't, all the inftrulnc:nts of iue"lt :md 
d~atll prep.ued fot hi' reception ". 

About the fame lime,"M. de Clermont Tonnerre claimed tbe protcaion of the Affem
bly for one of hi, uncles, whore lIfe, :among many othen, b;)(f been thrcatcued by the 
mob. The Alfembly was on the point of granting hi, rcquell, when the yifc:ount do 
Noailles objc:lt:ed to any execptjoQ being made in flVOUT of :an individual _ and hi. ob--

. jellioo was (upportcd by M. de Lllly .. Tolend:d, who juRly ob(c:rved, th:at, inllcad of 
con6ning their intcn\lon to the prefervation of a lingle perf on, it WO\' bleh time ther 
fhollid make il general hw for the effeltual proteltion of all citi7.cn. againB: altempt. 
d\at were daily multiplying; th~t th.e AlT'embly woulJ lbudder, were he to read tbo 
heap ofletten be held in hi. hand, which be.. had recently re«ived (rom Frnllche-Comce. 
Burgundy, Champagne, and Al race, and which 1)e would deliver to tbeir committee. 
and that be would never «afe to infill on the cn.blifi,ment of a public force for the pre-. 
nntion or fuppre~n of limilar outnges, untll hi, dcm:m<i flloutd be complied with. 
Thi. manl,. condua excited il violent clamour 0\1 the fame fide of the bouG: wh'enee the 
hUre. proceeded during the fpeech of M. MOllnier ; and the debate, 00 ... (ubjcel thn. (c .. 
rion" WII, by the (~uue pat'EY. converted into ridicule". 

Pp M 

II TbeFr'o.n da Beltn~ 'IVU ifrer .. rd. pro(eeu~ at th. fult or the P,_"".lflIl.'t of the "1'111:11. in dfrc4 
. 10lAtiDh Dr. IIl1Croc of lJIa }.':ltiollal AlTenlbly, 'IJ' "'hkh il wu etlail.ed, IW ,. 1"1-" .... tI." ft/"", t{ lrw'IfA'~ 
-t7',r.Jwi If IIw .tlrt/t..,.trw,..t rb, ... ,_, II wltlha dUly or the Protllr~.Srndk; 10 dCllOUnu ilia c:u.Iprit 10 W. 
A&nIbly, ao4. th. of tho ArTembly 10 I,ro~to him, If lb. accuDllon ptV'ftoJ to bf: julL 

'I M, d. LaDr, In hit .ec:oont of thll debate eM.", p. 10f, .,) teU. UI, thlt M. ", :'I;U~'O reprMC1Ic4 
hlm, Illbe time, wilh furin, denoutICcd a f~ IInlitrWat'd circun\I\,lnCet 1"'11" . ."al.) of. prl","I\1e,J,.. • hOf!'''' 
ble ca1amitl .... .1 a fcw Pf('goCiliom fucseAt4 I>r m.l\n.i(\ .. lib of f"«itT. JM be &Oil, _bet.h" Iho d.~I..'b
&ioos, c:onllJJ"ll~IMs,!WI murders whkb had d,I(N~lcd t.1~J\ t'ffry J'Illt or tho 1",.,lIom J whelher lia:.an""mltt)' 
.ount1'J.fe:ltt, or which he IUld. JM utt I,. hi'pDCket, elUKr burned, dC'mo1inled, 01' plllDd,rod, in.lin,l, proyinu, 
~OUlOJ be Q1Ied " I'I)1II1 c.'_',kt ':mel u 10 tho !'IN.Aili_ t/ -'I'''fl, he ohea a t.vr or Ihe al\l to whld1 Ihe '1'Ir*I. 
boon had ken al'plied .• mol\&: olhen, h. mention ... M. " BUJV, of UQ,""OC, cut into piecfl., ill Itl' prfGrMl 
., ht. w ife. wbn '14'» on t.ltl< ,.oint 0( tjinr·iII, ud who dk4 10 coafc'Iucnc, 01,,,, thoc:k OCCaflO/W1I hJ' lb, f)t!rrt4 
J,tit,f :a. Mpn" lol, 4e. U4»la.J.Wa, fbot, ,A,r (eein, hll r",btr~jn-b ... ml1f.t(rtd before hit (XII In N ..... mandy ... 
mati aMlfttd "ilh tile 1":l1t, Ihrown into" fit.; wbcJ).ce he '(('red wllb Iho lot. 01 hit lun(l. f a pntJcman" Rew • 
• r(l, wl-'Cl'fe rNt .. ,r,burned 4)fI'to m1k.e 1",1'1\ deltver \lp hit maA.f-'. l,tlH-.dt l .nd M. de Hebunee. whom, after 
... hlld, ... 11b moro rnernfilJ ll}a;n procl'IICf. ren,1'l~ hlmfc\£ ",p to the rorultu.lhe)' wora w ..,., 10 alBmn.w, 
&bat til., fir_.t bim rIUD differt:nt pluu 'lit the fame lifnl, 'M, by th~t m .. ,,,, dt:ftrored (0"" olihdr mI', 
,.ny I in r.,,}(he-Comc4. '.bclarne d. Butll1~ forCC1l, i,n ordu to I;,v, ber life, th& tit» IU bait!, hoJ4fa Ot'Cr hIM' 
bead, tOlivw."" not only bar taJo.du4f, but bcrdblG allOl hb4Ame d, U~" (Mlpd1ed cc> .. aka. limn..... r..ct' ... 
6(e, wbile .. f'I~~1t Wb holo!cn 10 her peek, •• d her dlos;hvr by, in 11 (*oon, at hor rea I fIle INrqull !l'Ot .. 
IMIUa, .. reffl6b,bIe okIlIOhI,aun, eJlpc!tled from hi • .boure .in lh. nichl. I N~lIlh affllt\ed WIUI lbe 1»111, .nll,pvr. 
AIM £tem klWll to '-"a, I&Il ac WIly" al ~~ iA .. 41in, lbU, .t«UmI'anlcd by his ilMl/iblon IIlIulIo '" 011'.,- • ... 

• • • 
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• At this eonjunc!hs~, too, l vtry W1rm debate wilt oeeaCioned by the (eizure of fome; 
lette rs.. on the perron of the 'baron de Callel"alJ, the French rdident .at Geneva, among 
which was one (roln the duke of Darret, the EIIRlilh amhl1R".tdor at Verfailles. to the 
count d'Artois ; which, as the prefidcnt of the a£remhly h~d returned the p"d:,c:r to the 
m ayor :mcl perll1.men[ committee of Pari~J without readi.ug it, gav~ rife to various reportl 
not very favour3ble to England. Wh.e11 this m.1tter W'a5 (3ice" into confider:lIion. verT 
difFerent opiniOns were entertained as to the mon proper mocte of procecdillg. Man;y oftho 
members exp:lti:l.ted on the lbgrnnt inconfifrellcy ot violating epifiolary correfl>ondcllce at .. ' 
mOlnent whcn the reprefen tatives of the nation were exprefdy innro"l\ed by their confii .. 
tucnts to pr.ovidc a remedy (or tha t abufe in furure. In the mida of thefe Jc:b,lfc-s ,I ICfttt 
\V:lS rcceiv~d by the prcfident, from the b:lfon de C ;lIle1nau, informing him, tbat !I, room 

the count de Montdu anJ hi. wife, who after a pinol h:lll heen holden to thel' bteafU for rhl'1!o bl)ltl"lo durin" 
whl,h lime Iltly al'kod for dealh;u: a (n'Our. were dmned (rom their carri.Jp lind thrown Intll:. po,nd, when tlMJy' 

mufi hili", perilhed btu lOr the aAitbnee IflUrdod them bJ I teslmenr: thM. ~f1PCI.-d to m!ltn:h Ibar wily; tho lta(M 
do Montjut\in, (uCpended in a well (or an hour and l half, whitl the t'OQtI wei C IktllheraUnl w~ll.er th", IbouLI 
Itt h.im faU j"to the "'llter, or p\\t him to dath In fame other way; :1114 the dll'val er ,j' Amhll, fenld ac hiV euunu'Y'" 
f'3t, dn"ed naked IlwU\\lIh the 'filiage, and bUI led HI :I dun&hill, arter )l .... in' h~d hi. eye.brl,j\V5 and h:I.I( ... 

plucked Ollt, wbile ' he m(lb, l ike a horde of ravales, '.lance .. 1'rmll'W him I 

After Illuding to fe\'e r:lI other ra~s (If a (Imall r n:lture- " 'there," fays J,f de. 1.1l1y, .. is an .",iJ"" l .n 0' 
ft thofe /UClIUI/ ;1;It1 oJ ",IP'1<jI which I h i ve calumniated, by (:till", them .n1"./~;I'il k~ whtnte iW"teb'\od this 
M ,./;ff_jll 1''1. hu U (lIe\! the I'cqple (t rthe counlr)' .06 the towtls 10 re ... olt' In. Wtvle' , .. VlNlUlro f.y th:lt tbe 
I' JJoblev uf the ruTC"lbly intended to blow up Iho hIli lit I timc when nOM hut Ihll membcn of the Third "Ell" • 
• , OWIIld bo r,'"rent1 I~ J'lCrill:lded the pe;\!"nU of Fr}lnc:~.comt~ Ihillh. ntob .... wtl" 1;.111\1\ tht klll&.' ",. 

f< ftll'aed or.leu .from the kill, to :lrtllck the nn"'lM, Ind ueA-roy thclr potreftiOllf' Why Wal that i/'lfwrnal (,.ble, 
" which lit fu ft infJl\red ~lIlhe honor aC~tn J\ M deMerm:!y tlml it WlI ' alcull leli to rn.dutol t(l/Ifiln.m UI uhU ... itlll 
fI the moment it ,"'as perctl ... ee that hUll'or muft be UlrMd .. Ill nO IllS wumntaton -, And ibaJll/w Intbtn:lllon ( 
.t experience:lt theCe admit, atld the imrunity wllh whIch the, lre futrend to paf .. bt confi~eted, !l1tc'rllJtt-ly. as 

'1 weak-lid's of dlf,...,Clrion, lind a. «IOlneu iu tbe e:\I,I" o( IilMIl t)" Ah I I foci M,(.lf JnftuOI'IcC4 "'y the e)lam,I\c of 
" the motIern Amcricani, or of the Out,h (If (I)I"I\'ICI' t imes', wbe., f feoJhcm (h'''''I", Arum, nf bWld In ft.&bt inl[ 

II fnr lballlbeity. B\lt Iheft1 j\lftified by tOphiill', I onft"ll?ti('m$ excited by FOf'lertl .t.itlG1nlrinn6 u racil hy 
o{ Rhtltol'l,ians ! Ata rime, too,when there Wat no refiAancc-when the nu~1N (Cm/enloJ tt) 'Ivery thi .... ,_whell 
t, ~n of them ha..! JCllqlOIl t!ltln,c.!\·d to tho po"uJlIt e.t.ofe I \Vb6n lltey had all renounced lbelf prl'tilasct 1_ 
S:lrJ\ clrt\ln\(l.,\nces MIlR appal the nWldl heut, If it h~. not sbjurcd .:very (c!\ltiIt)W of orality }od btl

f( maauty ' " 

• The objet\ or this calumny Wl'IS ~ 6x uron M, de Mef'milf, lord of Q!el"tf, and on. of!.lae )ods« or 1M
p;u'l~mcn1 pr Bcf~n~n, tfle ,mit (It M'finc ,nviced I number of pcrtlXU to a rtaft *' biJ c:ounll'y f'u(, vnde.,. 

• the prtlut or cc1ebl'ltll11 the IInian or the 'Three Orden, but, in f~ wIth . "jew U'I blow then') up by me;ln 

at:\ Jftlne, It W;UJ pMbabJ" invonted, f ... the P\I"WSr. of ralliu1nl, or ,,"ther j\1J\1fylnr, Ihe eondut\' of tIM 
I populacc, whouduceJ lb. houle or M, do Mcfm:ly to albes,.and comlni~d "ery Idnd or exe'N. 

• 
Thi.ll1}'mw1 J",,/t-Q' M. tlo Lilly, 'm'f properly, 10tD1t ic-b relate,) b7 tht If Dcu Amit do la Liblrta"" 

at an ltjltlkJ !Ifll. See t.ta, iI. p. 100. 

• 

• 
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as he knew the JettellS found on him, had been bid before the Pr.lident, he had written ' 
to the duke of D~rfet, entreating him to requell th~y m ight o~ene~. T oo b.ron 
mkleu, that, on.,receiving the mioill.,'s order for bis retqrn to G eneva, he ark ·,1 tor a de
lav of twelve day~, with the vicw of p.ffillg throo I, H.lio.ult. to p.lY his rd;",."; t the 
co\,nt d' Artois, ~o whofe j>crfon he was atlacieJ hy his uBi . -he l13d a pl.lCC in t he 
count's h,!uthold-a. well as the ties of gr.tiruuc; .:Iml he concluded by dcc l.Jri"ll', til It 

• 
the letters contained nothing but compillnenu on the p,rt of t,e duke or rL t, ",J 
congratulations Oil the count's fafety. Tbe prelident arldrd. th •• t he. hirnlol ,1,.1 re
ceived a letter from the duke of D orfet, requell ing an lIHerv ie w. which he haJ Illoug ht 

proper to decline~ Tl1is lingular debale was, at length. I rmillJhd hy the COUilt ,I. C er_ 
mont Tonnerre. who alfurcd thc .lfelllbly, that he !.ad ",d the leller ill quell ,o" • • Il tile 
T uwn-houfe in PJris, and that it did n(lt cont.in aile fylJable caJJ. ~lc of hem:!, cOJlfiru 
as injuriou, to the lI.tiOll31 illtcrefi. 

But though this tlechratioll was fullitient to convince the all'omhly of the fut ility of 
their fufp,ciont, it did not prodoce the f.lI1e .fteCls on the P, ri f, . n$, 11 Ie n fult of whofe 
meJitationl and dlft uffi ns was, f'g.dous difco ery, that England Iu d tntered intp a 
treaty WIth .he 'rillocr>t,c par.y •• nd that the .\uke of Dorf"t .nd the count d' Artois 
Were to "egoda •• between them . .. 

This id .1 being once adopted" thoufand circumn.ncet wer~ fpcedily produced to r.,nc
t ion and confirm it. A p""phlet, f.lOy .fcribed to a" EIIgl in, nobkm. n-by M. c/o SJint 
M el y. who I). d fo ulld f ueh an i1l1putation necc{f"y for the c1I1beIJithment of olle of I, is 
patriotic hor.ugues,-h.d been recently I'ubfilhed in oreler to prove that Ihc clJims of the 
pcople were ill mall) inlbncCl unreafon.ble ;-a proof not v,o 'y dIfficu lt to Ihbllth: Ibis 
was deemed amply fufficient to thew that the fCllti,ucnrs uf lhe Englifh nation were ho(
tile to the popul.r caufe; and every pollible r ouht on the (uljoel w. s removed when they 
heard of the equipment of. fmalJ fquatlron, then lilling out.t PortfmQotb. for the p~r
pofe of ohfo,v.rion. It WaS P'!fiti vely alferted, the "iHocrotic pmy had agreed to deli"er 
the port of Br It to the Engltth; in rdurn for which. En&land was to allill tll mill dif
folving the National AfTemuly. 

The duke of Dorfet foon found an evident nlteration ill fhe cODduCk or the Parili.ns 
toward. him, .nd, when he was informed of the caufe, he deemed it requilite to wrile to 
th~ co nt de Montmorin, one of the mill iners, in order to contradiCk .. report whICh l,e 
il/Aly confidcrd "' injuri.usto his honour; .nd as he was delmred from .ny direCt COlll

.munication with the N.tion.1 Alfembfy, bl: requen.d the count would uk. upon 
Il imfclf to communic.te to .hem the fubllance of his letter. This requeJl was accordIng
ly complied with; and in his letter the duke fet forth, th.e he had heJrd ,"1:1'0[1' from 
div rs qu.ners, infinu.t ing tlut the court of Engl ud Iud aGifted in lomelltln, lI)e 
uoubici which had alIIi cd the cofi",1 for fome time pall'; tlut 11e had uken adv.ntage 

ip ~ 

• 
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the two pow en, v.:ould be attended with the moll fign.1 advantages to bot'h, and their 
co-operation contribute, in a great degree, to the relloration of t ranquillity ill Europe: 
this letter was ordered, by the Nation.! Allelllbly. to be printed and pllbl ilhed. Ih.t everv 
Temaining prejud ice .gainll the Englilh might ~ removed from the minds oftbe people. 

But thou!;h the alfembly h3d thu s amicably terminated th is delicate t "nf.Clion, it wa, 
attended with ferious confequences ill thc province of Brittany" T he plot. mentioned in 
the cluke of D orfet ', letter againll the port of Brell, was, by the B re tons, immedia tely 
bid to th e charge of the nobility; and the enemies orrome of th at body, who had OlelVn 
themfelves .verfe frolll the levilution, in cl~llrioully «prefented thtm to the peopl~., the 
criminals. Seyenl of Ihem were accordingly .rrelled and cOlllmitted to I'I'i fon ; when 
the nobilit y of the proyinee appealed to the jullice 01 the National A/l'cmhly , .lId en
t reated that the duke of Dorfet might be r.quelled to give more preelfe documents, th.t 
the criminality Ihould no longet be extended to all the ancient famil ,e, of a refpeClable 
quarter of tile kingdom, but might,attach to thofe only who were really concerned. The 
iovdligotion of the fa8 was referred to the exeeut;"c power, bUI the Affembl y at the 
fame time expreOed rheir conv i8ion, th.t the evidence was fo vague and iodirea , tlut 
the gentlemen ought to be liberated. 

• 

The mon th 'Of Augull was the period dellined by the National Affemhly for the com
mencement of thofe important labours whicl,' t hey reprefented as the grand obje8 for 
whicll they had been convened. But before we en ter into a detail of their proceeding. 
011 points offuch infinIte magnitude, it may not be amifs to take a vicw of the real {bte 
of the kingdom, and particularly of Ihe capital, at this crir. " which had evidently no 
fmall influence on the conduE! of t he members. 

In the courfe of Iinle more th.n three weeks, th. t vall .nr! turhulent metropoli" 
which was deilined to give the law to a whole empire, had undergone 00 lef. th.n th ree 
.evolutions in ill own conllituti~n of governmeut. H .. ·ing, in tho fim inn.nce, 
thrown off all eilablilhtd authority, whrthcr derived frolll the fovereig n. or from its own 
municipal in llit ut ion" the capi t.1 fewled expofed a prey to every fpecies of diforder, 
violence. and of the moil unbounded anuch y. , 10 this .Iarming .nd dJll,llerous nate, it 
happened moil fortu natdy for th.t city, and, probably, raved it f,om cOnllllu.1 fcene. of 
pluod .. and maffacre, that the bettcr dafs of citi",elll perceived within their reach the 
me.ns o( ell.bl imin" at leail , a temporary authority, which might teod to preferve or
der, and to a/lond fecuri t y. The body of conllit\lent e1eClors. who ' Ftumed tbe deru
~s (rom Paris to the States. wer;., of courfe, compofed of the l>tincip.1 cilizens in th.ir 
refpeaive dinri8, : th ey amounted to about three hundred, .nd, fOllun'lcily for ,lte c.
pital, poffeffed, in • high degree, the bood opinion and confidence of the people. 0 .. 
t hef, lhe moft opalent and rerpea.ble part of the ci tizens immediately con their eye,. a 

Qq ~~~ 
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t he t wo powers, wou ld be attended with the man lign:!! :u)vantagrs to h,rl;. :1 1\(1 tllt.ir 
CO-Olleration contllhutc, in :l. grea t J esrer , to the Iclb lJli lJ1l o r tlJ ' hl lJlli'l\ l\ 1:u . lpC : 

th is leltel was onlcr..:d) by the N:nroll:ll J\{1cmhly, to ht· pn n ted .md puhhlh . ,! . t\_11 lo!\l'l y 

Tcm<linins prejuJiCl' :'b:l.inH the El1gldh '"'bht l)( removed !rom tht: IlH lHis Ul lhc I (·ut>k . 

B ut thou gh the afrrmhl) had t hus am,cahly termin .net! this dclic:1fc t r:tnfJ e. I \ I . If \\' .1$ 

~trentlC'd with krious c (.I lIl tC)uenccs III the pro\'tllCC of U,ilt:lIIY. T :,c pl OI , IIH': l1t lollcd III 

the du k e of DOrl~ t'8 leiter :lR3111n Ihe port of Hldl. ",:h, hy Ihe 13n'lollS, nilHICihJ1ely 
bid to ,h e lh:l'p;t· o f the no1 iilly , and the.! emOlIt'S of lOtnt' Of Ih ,l t k>dr. \\'ho J' Jd IhCWJ1 
t hemrdV(;s avcrte 110m the ICVilulIQII. indull l lOuily It' ,,, d c llt Ct! ti ll'''' t ) the penp": as t he 

c limill,ds, ~ c .. et ;d 01 ,helll well' :lcconhllgly .urdlcd J!lIJ t:Olllllllll l'd I' P!I(OIl, ",li r n 

the nobility of t ilt. ,'I"O\'I I1("C appc;"Ilcd to the jufllcc 0 1 tlu~ N.lli o ll,d Alit-mill), :l11(j ell _ 

tre,lted tha, l li t" c1ukt, nf j ) o l'\'ct might he t l'(Jucncd w gin .: mOle prC'c dc dO{' Untt'llI ~ . tJ, ;l t 

t ht' (rlinin.lIlty fh nulJ 1101 0ngcI he r!xtcnded tu ,d l tbc JIlClent f,lmd ,c'i 1I( ,I Idj lcC£bhle 
(IU;)Ilcr of the kltl ~tlom, hut IlII!;ht allilch to thore only wli u Wl' U' Ic:,jl y (.'O I\CCI 'll' ll. The 

i'H'dl'g:tt,on of the I!lCl \\'.1$ Il fcr: cJ to the elC. Cr u!l\l' )luwel, hut til' AIli.' II 'hly ;'It the 
fame tllnc cJCprdl'cd thcir COI1\" ctIlJ ti, tillt the cvidcncl.: WJS tu ,'"sue anJ IIH.lucCl , thJ.l 

t hc SCllllcmc n ought to be ltbcr:m:d. 

The mon th of Augufi was the per iod ddll11cd by thc Nat ioll al A(ft'IlI I, ly (rtr Ihe C'om· 

n H'1\LC'lnult 0 1 (hoft! Importitllt labours Whlcl.1 tlll" y rCjlu: lclllCd :lS lhe s,alHI ohje Ct (o r 

Wla lel, l!try Iud heen COIH'cncd, But hdore W(; Cllt e l 'lito a dt t:ld or thlll IlrOCccJlngs 

on pOints o f fuch in finite UI.IS llitudc, it lIIay no t be am ;(s to t,lh l VI.(:W oftbe ICJIILuc 

01 the kingdom, .Inrl p:lIticu la rly 01 the I.. :lJl",tI, at tillS Clil is, winch ll,lJ eVidently no 

fm;d l influc nct: o n the conJlIEl of the m ClI1bcrs. 

I n t he courfc of little mOI(' th :lIl three w('eks, lhat YolO :11111 tUlhulellt mctropoJis, 
wh ieh \\'aG deflllll· t1 to S'IC the I,I\\' In a wholr.. Ctlll"tt.' . !l.td Ulllla[;oll l.: 11 0 Ids 1\1.111 il .. cc 
re volutions ill its own conflilUllOI1 of govcrll\Ol" lIr. IJ.' \ III~, III d,e Jn tl IlI n,mee , 

th rown ofF:l1I rilabldlu'r! authol ity. whdlu. llknved t tO Il\ ti ll' 'd Yt'lllfl"' or 110 n Ih ( I Wit 

mun iclp.l: inll ,tutton", ;1, (; cJjll tal lu IIU': O (,.~l' oft. lI;} jl lt. y to eve l y (pet it'S 01 dduflJer, 

" Iolc-nel', Jnd 01 the mot1 ullho llll(\UJ ZlIl.lfCJ. y , I n tIm ,dJ l mlll ~~ ll td d 'l lI~e n) u It.ltc:.,[" 

h appened ilio n fortu l1 at .. l~ II r thZlt city, :11111, proiJJhly, LL\CII It "(JIII COllllllu • .Ilcellt. s ur 

lliulH!CI and :T\;I(f:.crc, t h.ll t he belt t. 1 cla() o f Clt l't.CII$ pcrcUVl,;tl "lti ll n tht.:lr n': JcI , tlte 

IlIC:ans (,(cfl..t.hltfliltl 1 a t kJfi , :1 tc.: mporary -,utl UJnty, "h"h Il lltJU t l nO to jJltfll' .. II' · 

der, and ["0 afi l) lo tecuilly. The brl{ly 01 conH llUt'nl eke on, VoI,o Jc t tJ lll cd th e dcl'u. 
~s (rom PJri~ to the St J tcs, wtn:, of COUlre, c.ulnp,,,ctl ul tht' PI,"cII':l1 ulll.(· I1 ~ I lItltli r 

Tt"fpcCtl ,'e dillnC!:s: t hey :unoulltctl to aLout three hUllllrrd, ;lIltl, 1e,1 rUlloil d y lUI t'lt" CJ ... 
pi t al, polfelft;d, in :I high degree , the hood OI '; UHlJl .,oJ con 'IJ t: ll cC vf t hc I'tc)P'c. Oil 

thefe t he mon opolcnt and rdl'tcbblc pJrt o! tl,c C1tJ;tc: ns tlnmed lately c .. 11 tllclr (' y (. ~, at 

Q 'I c .l"~lc 
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capable of forming a central. effeaive. ,nd wh t, wlth any other people to manage, 
might well h,ve proved a permanent body of ml!:lfhacy; for the eleCtor,. were. in faa~ 
in their feveral difirids, the direa reprefentatil·. s of the people. being itnnleJi.tely eleCt· 
cd by them, which the d<puties at Venailles wore not , they bei ng created by the three 
hundred, ,nd having 3 very remote connealOn with the people at large, to whom t,.ey 
...,ere but little known, ,nd to whom th ey were not bound by any obligation. It wa" 
however, fortunate, th't thefe conr.derations operated powerfully upon the bulk of the' 
people in the 6rft inft.nce, hy which means the government of the capital w.s for fome 
days carried on [moothly enough. ,nd the authority of the new m.gifiracy would h,avc
feemed complete. if it had not been for thof~ occ.lioll , .f murder ,nd malf,cre which 
called forth thc ferocity of the rabble, when all law., government, ,uthority, ,nd refpea

to perfons, were trampled under foot. 

The e1eaors were too renlibl~ of the critical lituation of .ffair~, ,nd too well ,cquaint
ed .with the difpofition ohhe people -for whom they were to ad, to be .t all folicitous 
for the pre_eminence to which they were called. and which w.s ,ttended with none of 
thoCe fweels of ollice w.hich could operate as a compenf.tion for the dangers of ufurpa_ 
t ion; on the contrary, it w," at the earJlell Colicitotion ,",!>repeated eufreatie, of the beff 
p~rt of their fellow.citizens, that they ventured upon the a,duou, talk of governing the 
capital. Their cOliduCl wa, fuch during the /llOrt continuance of their power, as to-
gain the approhation of .ll the Cober part "f the citizen.; .nd, for a few day., the ap
ploufe which they received even from the robple waS boundleCs, and the merit and impor. 
!;:lnce of their {crvices were univcrfally acknowledged • 
• 

But the natu .... llevity 'no inconlificncy of the parili.ns, their grofs igno,ance, tlicir.
mortal .bhorrence of Cubordin.tion •• nd. above .11, that horrid fuCpiciouCneCs of temper, . 
which induces them to imagine treachery or villainy in ,Clion, the moft indifferent,.lh~ 
;moll innocent, or the moft Jaudabl~, rendered it impoffible for any man, or Cet of menLo 
long to preferve thoir favour. or to conduCt- their b~linefs in any manner which could : 
~fford fatisf.Clion, and which would Dot even in the condulioll b. attenckd with immi. 
)lent danger. It has bee n feen what a n",row eCcope the deClors had from the fuf. 
piciou, rage of the multitude, when, coinciding with the numane views of Neckar, and 
wHhing to h.ahhe bleeding wounds of their country by a general amneily. the rabble 
conceived thde aCts of .. ifdom aDd virtue to be [0 flagrant an ill.,fion 'of their new Jo .. 
'vereignty, and, like other defpot., not enduring any partners in power. that they were 
OD the point of m:udng them 1«/ the effeds of their reCentment. Indeed, jt fecmed 
clear, that' nothing leC, than the confcioufnefs of their danger, and the confe,]uent and 
immediate dereliaion of their feats and authority. was likely to preferve the perfono of 
the dedors from the fumm.ry execution of the bntboTIJ, or their houfes aDd pro~rtyl 
from defirua,on. -

• 
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It feemed, however. as if the body of tbe eleClors had citller fo me previous notice 

that the tide was heginning to turn, or that they h.d fo perfea a knOI.l rtlge of the tem
per and difpofition nf their new ",allers, that they (orrf. w, to a degree of «rt.imy, 
t he event which w.s to take pl.ce; for, fome d.ys befon! this final ilruc, w!.ile thry 
were yet loaded with pr.ife, and that .11 'ppcjred to .cknowledge the imporlance of 
their fervices, they c.lled • meeling of the feve .. 1 ,ltllriCls, .nd fubm itted to them a 
propofition-which lVas .ccepted_to deCl one hundred and twenry deputies, who fhould 
confiitute a tempor:try adminiflrarion, alld who might, in lhe mC:ln time, fOI In a fcheme 
for a future permanent municipal government. Nothing could have heen more j udicious 
or m(lle fortun ate th an this meafule. When the day of evil an d danger arrived, the ne ... 
adminillration fi lled up the ch.fm which tl.e ir fudd cn refi g ll.tions would have occafioned, 
and. by ohl·i.ting tl.e confufion which mull otherwlfe have t Icen place • • /Forded the 
eleCloro an pportunity to retirc with the lefs notice or ohferv.tion, and to feek (or 
lItelter or ohlivion in the mafs or th e people. But neither rheir prudence. caution. nor 
the .timely .nd Iign.1 proof they had given of their dilin terellednef •• were fullicienr to 
pre(erve them fro.n the moll I·irul.nl ioveClive .nd .bufe. nor from the dangerous chBrgc 
of ambitious delign., dir.Cled to the prolongation and increafe of their power. 

Among the novelties whi ch the Iote eleClion f deputies to the Stotes had introduced, 
one of the moll elrenti.I, .,Td which was. indeed, prodUClive of confequences th at were, 
at the time, little though I of. IV.S the new di"i fion ofPoris inlO lixty dillriCls ;_. mea
fure which pr.cfented an outline of (orm and Imler th.t could not be overlooked, and that 
was lurned to great account in Ihe fuccceding convulfions. In each of thefe dillrich, 
gene ra l alremoli" were holden. at "' hich every inh.hi ta nt wa. permirted to fpeak and 
vote; and eadl (ormeo perm anent committees of polict! :lnd ;uJmilliitr:nion. 1'hc(e nr. 
femblies framed "foluti"ns. which had the force 'and clft .Q of laws in their indh'idual 
d ifi riCls, and in •• many others .s they could induce to coincide wi:h thellt: they (Ike
w ife ilfued -p~ocJ.mation •• granted p.(fporu, Ilopped and examined .. rriag .. . nd !',lren
gers, opened pacbgts •• nd were beyond meafure .nxioul and vigilant in the cx" c ; ~. of 
a m oll h.raffing and vexotious inquifllion, which extended to every thing and whicb 

nothing eouid evade or rdill. 

But the abfence or lofs o( influence of the eleClors w.s foon followed by the depar
ture of every degree of decency and decol urn from thefe mtoting.. It h .. been ./forted, 
by obferv";; worthy of credit. that it would be impoffible (or a native of any other coun
try to form even a remote concept ion of the noife .nd tumul t which prevailed in thefe 

. ruremblieso' and that Ule foreigner who could, for any length of time, withnand the 
prt1rure of th~ fermer upon hi' fenfes. need never give any other drmonllra tien o( the 
{oondner. of bis head or the firmnefs of hi. nen·es. All the bolden and moll impe-• • 
'\lOOS of the {peak en, to tbe amount {ometim •• of a hundred, were to be i.en at the 
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fame infhnt Ilnining their lungs together, e.ch tndeavouring to drown tne Toice of hi. 
competitors, and to monopolil.e the att.ntioll of the arr.m'>ly. Y et th is contention' of 
noir., this confufion of voices, fa totally unintelligible t o all fhangers, WlS fo fu un · 
ded1:ooQ by the furrounding crowd, whofe organs of heoring and perception feemed 
endued with powcrs calculated for th e p~rpofe, t lut th e general clamour wa, frequent . 
ly ,ncreartcj, or the jarring difcord of the orators totally illterrupteJ , by the loud Illouts 
of approbation, or the deep roar of execntion and threat, which they occafionully drew ' 
forth s'. . -

In th is frate of thing. PJris might rather be confidered as a confederacy between fixtr 
diflinet democratical rcpuh1 ics, than as one commonwealth, or.~ aeting under one fimple 
form or gcwcrnmcnt . EilCh individull cliflnCl was independent in its own .. dmtnifira
tion, and allowed no fuperiori ty of difl:inCtion or authorify to any other. U pon fen,llng 
Jeputies frol1l one uf thefe departmen ts to confer with or make lny propofol to another, 
twas !:Iughable to behold the m'mtck forms of fl.te ceremonial which were obferved 

on both fides, the dcputie. being treated with all the ohr.rv.nce ,nd honours which could 
llavC becn Il,ewn by ono fovereign I,ower to th e amball' .. dor from another. In procefs of 
t ime, Q few of thc moll turbulent, noifY',and, generally, the moll profligate, demagogues, 
bec~rne th e leaders in erery afl'emuly, .nd guiding the mult itude at their ple.ru,c, .. 11 
power, in every depa rtmenl, came, by dogrees, to be virtually lodged in their hands: 
wh ile the ftrious and bet",r part of the citi .... n. abflained from attending t hefe tumul. 
tuous meeting., wh ere, independ"nt of ' Ihe inconven ience they fu!1:ained from the 
noife and clomour, they Wert expoCed to the grollell infults fro m the lowel\ of the 

robble. 

• 
Thus,. by rlegree., the government of a million of people, who, having thrown olf an: 

elhblifhed authority and Cubordi n3tion, fancied themfelves free, and who might almoll be 
'faid to have gone ,';ad in their purfuit of liberty, bec.me placed in the h.nds of a few 
hundreds of tho moll worthlef. among themCelve. ; men equally dellitute of charaeter, 
property;princi ple, an d the moll cOI"mon portion of moral, political , or general know
ledge. Thefe , howr v"" naturally became the inf1:ru",enlS of men of much 'greater 
kno" ledg- and cap.city, but equally dellitute of all public or private virtue. The neW 
reJ>u~lican c1abs, of which tbe Jac.bint became the moll noted, and who had tbeir de. -

IJ The lngcDious device of one of U,e pre{ulenu of thero ~(f'omblies will, perh:aps, IlffOTd i\ cleartr Idea of th. 
diforder which pre,.:dleu in them than :any deferipcion. This man hd a drummer oonCbntly ftationecl at tho 
~ck of his cha.ir, and when the nOire !lnd~umult rore to (utP a pitch :t.S to be infuppartable, 311d ttut;aU htl effurtJ 
to produce orJer And {Ilena. were loflllly dirreprded, he s,ve tho lignal for boalin. the drum, whic.h w:t,S done 
wit.h fl.lc:h viioul' ami eficll, as loon to oveq)()wcr all otl~ct noj{es; .D4 I.bls was continued QD.til U1. people Chewed 
Iomefl£lll of rccuvcrius their ccDlpct. ;md rQ{on. 
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pend.nl fociet ies, re.Jy to execute their orders upon the. fh ortefl notice, ill every tOWtT 
iT! ~' r.n e, were c .n~·)fe I of the mo!! turbulent, dlring, and hot·helde.! mon in the 
kin'ldom, or perhaps that ex ,{ted in any country. Mlny of thefe were a<lepts in the 
Dew philofol,hy, and all of the,.,· fufficieolly lear< d in the ne'v vilionary theories of 
governme nt, to he "pahle of fprea,ling confuli 0 3nJ .narchy whorever their influence 
or colnmunication could extcoil. All the republican party, the molt vilio'13ry Ih.orills, 
and the bolddl innovJtors in the N ltional Aff.mbly, bec.~e members .of this club; .nd 
il foo n became rhe f.Chion th.lt .11 I.ws, all meafure. , and all buGners, broug ht lonvard 
in that body, were firlt difclIffcJ. prepared, an I digelbd hy the Jacobin., wh ofe r.,naion 
\Vas the fure I'arrport to fuccefs. Being thus doubly for tified, ruling the lumultuous r~bblc 
ill the Ii xty del>a'tmelll' of P.,is, through the means of their inn,um.nn, the demagogues 
who exciled them 10 wl,ate vcr pitch of OUlTage .nd violenco lhey were direacd, on the 
one hand; and governing the Notional Affembly itfclf, on the other, by • tleci led m.
jority., procured, in :1 b"f'eal degrne, by the granu r~lJfJlu rionar} "'glHt, TP.RROa. '., their ' 
power f«med 10 be un~oundcll; the more eCpoci.llly . s it w." extended through every 
p:lrt of the ut ion , hy their depu ti es and cmitT.,ticc:. Thofe of ll,c dub, whether meln
bers of the .Ifembly or nOl, who were the moll violent ill their republic"" principles, 
and the moll diltinguin,ed for their invincihle "','imolily to monarchy ill al\ iI. (orma 
and relations-which they detelted fo much as not to endure even the name of king, but 
fubfiituteil lhe terms defpot and tyrant ill it, fle.d-held the fi rn place among the j.co-
bins, .nd gave the tone to .11 the rell. • 

I t appelrs from lhe lettert publi/herl under the name of Groenvelt, who f.yt he was 
prefent when many of the tranfaClions whicl, h- r.l.tes tonk place, (and ~ho, though 
profe!fedly a German, was a gre.t .dmirer of the Revolut ion , as well a, • Ilrong demo
erot in principle) that f. l/hood, .nd (orgeries were the conll.1ll «fourees and favourito 
we.pons of the cabals in Paris. Some of tbe inlt.nces which he adduce. III f"pport of 
this .!fertion are fo curiolls, and at tho r.me time throw fo much !iSht upon the hiti<>r r 
of the rime, Ihal it becomes n«e{[ary to Infert them. In writing to hi. r uPi>Ofed frie nd, 
he r.y,-" You cannot form an idea or the impudence Wilh which the molt palpable 
II lieo ore pubhfued and propagated among the people. T he molt poutive .fTenion., 
II the moll minute del. il of faa., the Itrongtl1: appe.mnccs of probability, are made to 
" accompany the groffelt fallhoods. Flelll:lIes ,.OJ the viaim of a prctcnde~ letter 

. 4 Tho irtftuenc. ol UWJr oyer the N~tion:ll A«CmbIiCI or FraAOe I' cormrmC\J by men or different partlcs, by 
men, [00, who .... ere themfdves memtJe n , and who cou ld not the~f(Jrc. JlOllibly be IIrljfflA",. We have nlresd, 

cit43d the aut'lority o( 1\1 . de l...1Uy.Tolcmd:\! on this CubJc~l, \Y,l h ren:arJ til the nrn :I.(I(:nll1ly ; M. Moomcf corn ... 

borltes tbo l:tt\: I aud /I"ff~t hlmfelf el'le ' dC( lded conflmulum to lhe affer tiun, "IHell he extend .. w .. II the tbrClO 
affembhC1. that havo bt1In coDvene~t fi nce the yar 178~. He fay. H With ell' 11ft,; -u. .. tI).u "",bI NIM" j ' 11K t.,Ntttj! 
U 14,t of tbe btjh,., of TfJa.U .J!t";'llu. '/1JI, W'rd I' FaAI.. Soc lSl'dt'ot'; Jc:110r to bn conililUCJJt-, £~/tfo """fi
II., p. 1.5. 

which 

• 



!98 1ll!IGH O' [1789; 

I, which every body couM repelt by' he3rt. bllt ",hich " ~hody ha, efer feen. Of the 
... let ler which i . the only evi dence :ag:ai nft B~n\ ai, thCl t :m: 10 Paris a th ouf:lnd co· 
•• pier, bllt no original. N o fooner i it wh ifpered in fome obfcure corner, that OJ c.crtain 
" menaltcrv is 3 In:agninc of arm. , Or of corn, th ;lI\ thl: repOrt !prcilds with r::lpidity, 
" ,nthen; fi rr ngth, becnmci mattrr of Ctrt.:l inlY. and ycr, the momt'nt th e houre is tl3-

" mint A, ti le whole is found 10 be Srourul lcCs. T he COIlVl'nt of M ontm:artre hal been 
" Iw itttx-fc t by t wenty or t hir ty ,h l'l u(m ll men , who t hrc:lI cl let! it willi dcfl.ruCli on, (or 

t4 havil1g c lIgl'ofJrd the rrovc nfh r of P Jris. hut 110 fooner W31 il ft'arched . by comml f. 
" lianers :lrpoilil cd for the purpo(c. thall it appufleJ t h:!t if h:aJ h:arcly provilion enough 
.t to fupp ly the hou(e." -" At on~ moment it is affirmtd that th~ ariftocT:ltical COli· 

-.4 fjl inrofS h:lV~ throw n ::l v:lfi qUlnt ily o( bread into the Sdne; at 'lIIo ther. th:n they 
ft mowed Ihe. gretn corn: :l I,arty o( tile muional guarJ is immedbtely fent to the 6dd. 
" where the crime is (aid to have hee n committed, ::r.nd finds the corn fi anding. :lOd af • 
• ' fording th e protpca of an :lbunch.nt harvelt-. In Ihot t , the public is ovcrwhd'm::d 
U with lieS and calumnies, ::lnd a prudent man can fearcely g ive cred it to any thing that 
U he hal not feen hi mfdf." 

And again_U Many cflhefe faHh OOfls have certainly been dt libcT:1lely f'abrieated to 
" ferve pa rty purpores; and fome ~tn, who proh'lbly miA .. kc a dlrr('gald of all monl 
u oblig;uio,u (or profound pol icy. ru1\'e bten audacious and infJmous enough to pub. 
u linl taUhoods with the (oJamnil ics of Ip.ws, uttCI S have lJren forged in the name of 
.( t he. National Affembly. and edith ; 11 that of the king, exhort ing Ihe pearan'. 10 de .. 

,. .firoy the patents and pedig rees of the nobil ity, and to bUIn t l,ei r eafiles, The. dfeGl 
I. of there forgeries is a1rc:ldy fet n in the ruin s ;lIld :l Olt'S to wh ich fome of the fi ncll: 

" bu ildi ng. in Dauphiny , F'ranche Camille, Btimny, :llld Burgundy, h;lve. been re .. 
U duted I I." 

The Pariuans had ever heen noted, for uniting in their minds t wo qualitin of a na. 
turt fo diredly oppofite that their union {cerns {cafcdy credible-credulity ~d (ufpi. 

' 1 SOl OnICn\'clt, (Enllifh lDnllaliocl) 1', 209 and Jlllleuer dateJ AUJUft I!llh, 1719, 

n.e (undalou~ and .bomln.ablc prol,.,,,ioo of falfboo<l and lorr,ery, wj,lcb Grwnl11llt lit ... rf~. con
linued at • ",uch laler I~I loti eI the flna/ ullun, Bnd was even enc()l.~ ~"ed . Prc!QJOtc<J, I nd ilnilioned, br m,mbelil 
of Ihe NRt;on;uAil('mloly. On the flx th of July 1 ~91 , 111.r; marqui¥ .. " 1" ~ulllr, who had birnfe1f betn eleCted, • 
upre(ent, liu of lhe I.ubi lil), or AUK " ne, but who h.d cmilfJ;ICilIO 8. \offclt befOl', thl t pe:rtOol, wrote I kttt.r to 
Iof, Merlin, I IT\fmber Dltho Affcmbl)" ( ... hieh Ipp!::In-d in the C .. VII' til P.do) of .... hieh 1110 foIk1~in. i, loA 
CltU'tl\ t 

" Yea .dnn«d an IlrOC:Kl\lIi b ' ftll'..od, SIr , .... hf.n)'oo reid to II~ Alt"cmbl), I r1elmdlld I.ttter in which 1M 
.. k"'1 i. r[[uled ro(bu!n; 11l1l1,1), lrtd II e ' IQ\1 10 defeR : )'ou COInpGWd it )'OIlrftll in the (un: 1I'.aru:... .111 
. .. _,- • . • I ~.. " ........ W ~t rc-..."pi, In Ihe eonllnmec-rooms oC the Afl"unbl)" and which I ;af'erw ... .b beard (CMI io. w. 
4/. boWe, AI COftIiPI from .8ri~tIn)', Ptorcn«, IRG otllC"r pbcc_1 here lift )'ou the Wiiltll.': 
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cion. While they had always been accuflomed to f"",How" and fe.m ed nearly to live 
upon, an eternal fuccellio .. of the mo~ abfurd and improbable t.ks and flories, plain and' 
undiCguiCed truth \v.s ever received with c.ution and douht, and fuppofed to conceal fome 
guile, <iecepti on, or danger. The extreme igllor,'\lCe of thefe people, with r.cpea to 
el'ery thing beyond thei r OW!, wdlls-an ignorallce fo inveterate as to be unexampled ill 
any coun try of equal civili:t..tion, and fo produClive of men eminellt in arts, feiences, 
and \em,ing, as France-had 10Rg .ffordeJ mattcr of obfervat ion to trovell ers, and of ri
dicule to poets and f.tyrifls. A conlideration oC thefe circumlhnces will tend l1\uch to 
account for and throw light UpOIl l1\any parts of the conduCl oC that extraordinat-y peo
ple, which would oth« wife have appeared inconCill:ont or unintelligible. 

The unbounde,l lieentiouCllcfs oC the preCs, which was carried to an ex treme before un
known under any government, was a moll: potent innrument of the e,'olution. And, 
from the .. ample of Frallce, nat ions may learn this importall t truth, that as the freedom. 
of the prefs is elfell t i.1 to the cxill:enee of civil liberty, Co its lieentioufneC. is wholly de
ftruClive th<reoC. Nor was that more extraord ill ary tl,.n the un«aflng indunty witl t 
which it was eterl13l1 y fuppli ed with an incxlnullible fouree of the tnOn dangerous anJ 
in~ammHory malter, Cubverlive of all order and gavernment, was allonillling. F~r, 

amidll the general d.rknefs .nd ignorance which iI\Volved the people nt l.rge, there wa~ 
a numeraus portion of men who dedicated, ar feemed ta dedicate, their lives to the pur
fuit af literature. Of thefe the e.pital alone was computed to contain tw,ntJ tbDl!fand; 
including, doubtlefs, a confiderablc number o('perfans who alfumed the name of literati, 
becaufe they had nothinj\ to tlo, and could not cbfs under allY other defcription. This 
twenty Ihoufand, however, from the advantage of their being concentrated in the c.pi
bl, gave the low in matter of opinion, or at leall: in wholever related 10 government aud 
the new philofophy, to the whole nation. 

T he rheori.s now publ ilhed wert derived Crom the ten ell of thofc philofophen ... ho 
wcre Co aptly charaCl<rizcd by the illull:riou. (3ther of Lewi. the Sixteenth ". They 
were, in general, .bnratl, vilion.ry, un intelligible, or impraElic.b le; and the authors 
feemed to run wildly in the purfuit of an Imaginary pbantom of perfeClion. which 
neither had lIor could have exill:ence. They went not to the definition af the funda
mental laWs. of the mono rchy; lIot to the corretlion of ellors, the removal of corrop-

• 

•• ~ .. vot. iv. r. 71.5, orchis Binory -Nor coutu the renell of there Iheorilb be better fJefcribcd thaD they were 
by M. Sc(uior. III hii fpcech to the P;trliamenl, in September, 1175_ U F.IJ, thll-r",..," - wd tlull mJginr;uo
" wb:cb reeks hut'" dlP"1, under prctence of inR.rullmr:: ; that body, over at\l\'c, lhouJh tOucealcd, which (oem. 
" only occupied in pmpafilll in dark.ncfs the mean. or clfc€hnlt II /UII.I,,, ,t'VrJlllti," I" "ltt"", III ,tv"""""".ni II. NII~ 
« 1fItrl," ke-.Never ,hd nu n diffll.JY !!'eater judgmCAt in apprc:ti till! the mcriu of a rca, or Ir~u:r pcoefratiUD 
iaJoutolhn;; tho con{~Clnec, of tpclr lcnolll 
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l ions. or the ?doption of'rJluta ry improv('mena, bo t to the >lbColute rub~elfion of go
nrnment under all its known rOrrllS, ann to the loofening of all bands of civil fociety, 
:mo the dennl8ion of its harmony , hcauly, and orde r. All the wifdom of pall (:ages, 
Ilhilofophels, ;Jlld Icgi fiatotll, which had cl')l1lltlJndt:d the nJ peet and venerati on of al l 
.!Iges ane! of <1 11 n .. r.Of'S' :Ill th:lt could be dr: l lvcd from the praCl:ical experience of an· 
e .en! and tTl Clciern times, in , hetr exertions 10 pl omatc o r retUrt the felicity of mankind, 
w efe nol,l. Iio luen Ilu l :1<> ohJdls 01 con tl'mpt and dcrifion, and ret wholl y afide to make 
w ily for 1 he r(' \'(' 1 ic}; " I' th l.! new ill UlnlnaTors. who delp.ifed all experi~nce, and difdaincd 
,.11 wl fdom bUllhci r .(} wlI . It lcClllCfl;lS if the tranf:H~l;ons of pan ages h ad hew con
Jig 'w.llo f' l e rn J i ohliv ion, .or that a new generation of men was jun crcated, who were 
to mould ,cvery ( ublul1 ;) ry th ing :'lUCW 11 . 

A mont;' the n umerous inlhnceii or neglca i l\ the conduCl of the mininers. none W :'lS 

!Ittcntlcd with more f:u nl confcquences, t han the lhamefu l :lOd unaccounuhle fupi ucllefs 
w ith which they bchcl~1 the JLitne whicl\ was fpreading from the li cent io ufnefs of the 
prefs th rough eve ry part of the lingdoffi, without t heir ufing a Cingle exertion to correa 
the cnurc, or to cou O'lcnet t he dFc6\ . 

• 
• 

The el~ormity was acco rdingly cl rried to an extent beyond all example in ilny coun-
try. The numerous prr{fcs in Polris Iiourly groaned unde r t he n\l mbcr of fcditious and 
Jevelling pamphlets which they were cOl;ltinullly brin.g ing forth. Indeed the ir number 
almofi exceeded belief; thirteen, :lIld even fixteen diifl! rent pamphlets, in one da y, were 
no matter of rurprize ; and ninety- two came ~ut in one week; while the lvidity fo r 
r eading and proculing tbem Was fo g reat , t hat it was a matter of fome difficu lty to enter 

'1 Lc Merc::ier, nne or thde littnry pd\s. who Dattered bimfelr IhM he h:ut clrcnli.lly cont ributed to IIrin, . . 
:!Mut the RevolutIon, II:., [lubli tk ly aVllwed the obJefi, an o.l gloried in the (ucu(s, or llublicllUons (If this defe,oljllion. 
To one uf hi, w ork.s, in whu:;h he h,uNl._olJrul RoullCau, by bt:QOWIOS on him pralfel w hich he certainly Jill not 
dc(ervt, and byafcrib ing 10 h imo motive, Wbldl he ccrt.,inly liner had bal'lll,lIlred , h.c hall adQPIe<\ thiJ mouo

" They have tJel,uted men w the Sbte&-GCIleral , wo--Mln -I utt,,_ h:lVe IoIcllIlI{'o.i WO~ .. ~: <lnd to tliofe WOI ~ are 
U the Nldiqnltl Alfcmbly iudcbtcd for their origilla!lIXiftclI(:~, and their (ub(equellt profperltyo" 

! JlC'IIkiag uf the neceCfit)' ul finding a countcrpoi(c lu t he power of the mllittl)', w~. (ole vJnue, he (IIYS, CODM 
{.flt:f.! in a bl inf.! ohedionu tel lbe Ill'dcrl of their (IIrcrion: wlm(o- r rofcQion It was 10 !hed blnod If for .. , d\urc or II 
.. word ; •• ..wJ w bo woulJ have m :w1c no (coNflle II) (bId 1M blQOd o( If ,tJ.rf~ I" he t.cU, \15, that -a tWnterpo~ 1'VU 

fuppUe.! by " the general difpu(, I;on' of nltU'1 mind" " _ a dlrp~li tion C'ulircly OWIll, to the I.mN,*1 'W/i""'l:l, to the 

.I • ....... ' .. '''' .. 1 £r"", ...... , to the b./J ,,,,,,-,,bll, to the 1''''f~Mi I'NJH./tfIj t .r th<A'c wri"'u, who. for twcmy y ... rs I~ bAd 
,. c.mployC'd (tither anCfl}lUoufly or optnly) aU Ihelr taculu cio, "U thel.\" tlllcou, al l thei r ftrcnstll. in com NO", tkf 
,. pttiJ"l fur it i~ not ttl l (['w am", to a few . Iufqucn. thM. thO peo(ent lormld:.ble K.cvolutiou 15 owin" bUI I. 16. 
U Will'" ifliu''''J "" ", I n this (lOint or vie", I COnEriltulnte my[Clr oOU !\IIviu!: publil'hed " Tbe YCllt 1440,", ill 

M 1711 J I. Tbe\Pifuu e nf P;ui.:," in 17821 ~Id "Notionf UPOII Oournmeot," in 178'1. 

, • 
t A.m:LtI who ~llhu5 fpw of ht-ftVmull be enduedwitb 110 commwt porJiO&l of--"'NI 
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tl •• bookCellers'lhopl, they were fo conftantly c.owdell. The price of printing had .c
cordi pgly rife n in the capital to almoft Olree time. its' cuftomary rate per Iheet; and yot 
the prcffes in every part of Fr •• lcc were faid to be .t the fame time ~qually occupied. 
But the moll .rtr.ordinary circumflanc.s wrre che amazing difpatch with hich thefe 
innumerable proouClions were fpread from the capital through every parr of tbe king
dom, and the unknown fUlld by which the v.1l: expences of the dill, ibution were Cup
ported; the great body of the people beins furnilhed witb them graljr • 

• . 
While thefe poured forth an uncealing torrent of .bufe UPO" govrrnment, and wero 

continually di U'cminatillg prjllciple. equally c.lculated to promotc the overthrow of the 
monarchy, and the utter annihilation of the two lirfl orden of the nate, the thrce parlie. 
whofc exillcncc want ftake,lbe court, the nobles, and the clergy, betr.yed an inattelltion 
to their own interell and f.fety, fo wbo\ly un.ccoyntable, as to wear the appearallce of 
downright infenlibility. Not a lingle writer ota),ility or eminence' was engaged to refute 
tbe doCtrines wbicb were thus affiduoufiy fpread, or to count'craa the poifon \:'hich tbey 
fo widely diffufcd. Thl! few folitary volunteer pamphlets which .ppeared on th.t lide, 
being written-with not more thin three or four exceptions-by men witltout partl or 
information, poU'eU'ed neither intereli nor fpirit tQ .llure re.den. , 

The fllmine which was forely felt, tbough not in an eqWlI degree, in every pftrt of the 
kingdom, may be eOlllidercd .$ a m.in fpring in .c"clouting .11 the moycments of tbi. 
fingulu r<volution. Men in want of bread necelI'.ri ly execrate .nd·abhor that ftat. of 
thing. which produces their mifety. They arc little difpofed to enquire into natur.l. 
or to tuee remote c.ufes, as the fouree of their dinref,: they lind lef. trouble in ehorg. 
ing it <lireal y upon their rolers, and fancy fome alleviation to th.ir mifery in ~cnting 
their indignation againll them, even in words. The prefetlt ibte of things in tbe other 
countr!e. in Europe h.ving prevented thofe fupplies from without, which mighr, in other 
cafes, haa heen procured. and the internal flock of I'roylfion being deemed infu/hc;cllt 
forthe fuhlinence of the inhabitants, the moll alert and wifeil: government, fDppofing it 
to be in other refpea. lteafe, and onembarr.ffed by faaion or danger, woold have found 
it. matter of g~eat difficulty to apply any efFeaive remedy to the evil. But in tho pre
fent ftate of afFaiu, the haJiy ill-judged r.gul.tionl, founded upon mill.ken notionl of 
a fubjeCl generally ill-undcrfiood. which were adopted, inlkad of good, produced the l'IIoll 
"ntoltuRate dreBs, Thefe, !.owevtr, mighr haYe been p:illiated, if tho ungovernable 
.iolCftCe of tt.e people, in obllructing the free fale of the mllkeu, and compelling' the 
proprieroTt to fell their grain at whatever price they plea(ed to give, and the inlidioUl 
Pl3ehin.tien, rA thole who fought the accempli.!hlllent of th.ir own {cJ\emet in (oment
ing the fpirit af popular difcoment. had !lot completed the evil, and occationed ~n arti6. 
ci.1 ramine wbile plcnty ftill fubftlled, It h.s even been 3/Terted, tbat the /lock of corn 
prod...,ed thi.,.. i. tIM> kingdom wo1l1d have betn fufM'enr, under due regul.tid.), , 
management, ap.i dil\tibulion, if not to all'oul abrolo!e plenty, at lcaft to prevent any . 
,reat WAUe. 

1.r 



• 

• 

lUGN 0' [178~ 
• 

In the general ill-temper of (he people, continually l:03ded and irritated by the moll
~1rgent and inrllppo,t~ble of all wants, it will be e.fi~y reen what ,d.alltages the emif
faries of the f.8ious poCfclfed in working uron their p.Rions; and fp,hd os they were, 
like the preachers of a new religion, ill every part of the kingdom, it will not be IVan. 
dered .t-the ignorance of the multitude being .lways kept in ligh t~that tbey Dlould 
have fueceeded in prompting them to the gre.tell: acts of outrage .nd violence, . 

But the great promoter of the Revolution, and, in fuch • materi .l degree OS to render 
the appellation of" Author of the R evolution" not wholly inapplic"hl" to him, was tbe 
duke of Orleans ;-that man, who, delHtute of fp iri t in himfelf, "olfeered alief appli~d 
the means of communicating energy to millions, and of illfuflllg d'f, iFe8ion dnd dif
loyalty into every order of men, through that v.ft anll populo us k i.ngdolO. His im
menfe (ortune, \vhi.ch. IInder the guidance of wifilom alld virtue, might have been del
votca to the aecomplifhment of fehem es the mon f.lutory and beneficial, was now di. 
retted to the ruin of his country, to the fullVedion of its government, an to the cxte~ . 
\1IIio •• ion ofth.t ropl family to which I\e was fo nearly..rdated"." 

In the condua of this.proB igate. prin~e is to be fonnd a foilltioll (or m.ny th:ngs which . 
'Would otherwife appe.r unaccoul)table, or romain involved in 'he moll impen.trable ob
fcurity. F/rom hence it Was thnt the gardens of the Pal.i. Rop l, anrl .. II. t he open 
places of Paris, were ftocked with hungrYI ignorant, and abandon ed,oralors, and covered 
with riotous mobs, who fucked ill from th.f~ preachen every thing that could ~orrupt . 

2nd poi fan the mind, and not only eradi9te every. moral pcinciple; but de,llroy all the 
native feelings' of humanity. Thus l ikewife was the ferocity of the Poilf.,des, and of 
all the other female furies of the ~pitaJ\ calle<\. into aClion; untjl the fex, fceming to 
have tbtally changed its nature and chara8er, was degrode4 and Ilained by atrocities, un
«quailed in any civilized country. And thus a numerous army of StUll CUI' lkS, of ruf
nails from the g.lIies, anel from every part of the Jcingdom, being incorporated ~ith the . 
no lef$. ferocious brpo of nati.es, were maintained and kept ill ,eadinetlJor the pur
\'Ofes of rebellion, anarch y, and murder, as time aod occ,afion Ihoulcl call forth their 
fCrlice5-

From the (a !pc abundant fource of evil, crowds of coluierl were dilpatched-" h .. . 
before been ohlervcd-Cr In the metropolis to e.,e,y p.r~ of the kingdOlD, conveying 
every \\ hore t il blfe intelligence, as if pr~eeding from the first authority, that the arif
tocrats were railing troop. or armies of Brigands, in order to deftroy or malf.cre the 
,eafaou: an calling upon the latter to prevellt the danger, by immediately taki.tlg up 
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rms and "ellroying their enemies, the nobility, in the /irn i"ll~nce I an i!ljunaion wllicr • • 

. they mon willingly, alld, in many places, mon ~lfeaual.lY; complied with. In the famo 
'tn'll ile r W~$' the Jll'Odigious expenee rupporte,I, of fo long dilfelllinating thro ughout tJle 
king<l om thofe innulIlerable f.ditiou. pu~lieations, which were daily prefonted to tho , 
people . By the f'llne lIleans noajoritits were fr.eured, and fevernl o( the" princip.1 orators 
and moll popular demagogues in the new club. were retained> .nd there clubs, as wo 
have fc n, by tbey c1"'p<ndcllt and eorrefponding (ocicties, which were tllablit'hed ill all 
the l>rovinei.1 l.2wns, gave I.w to the whol~ nation, Nor wns the National Aaembly 
by any me.ns cxemvt~d froni the fame influence, nor was the e/Fea it produced on mnny 
of its members lcfs kno wn. 

As the duke's annu,1 revenues, extenfive •• they were, were llilluncqual to t e fop. 
ply of thefe numherl cll d"ins, he deemed it nccetr"y to opply to other foarces: lu· 
deed, witb fueh vafl; objeCls in view, ami after lhe facrifice offo much wealth as w.s al. 
ready expendod, it Ceemed upon the principles of gaming th.t it was hetter 10 encounter 
'any rifque of future evil, than to (lop /hort in fuch a ft. te of things, and when fo I uel. 
was already Ilaked: Holland alway. .Kords money, as well os namberlefa fpeculatort 
who wi/h to make the molt of i t, and the duke's vall elbte. feemed to hold Out ample 
feeurity tor a 10Jn, The amount of the fums l,e borrowed i. uncertain, and has been 
rated from three hunared thollfand pounds to half a million fterling I,. . -

1t is evi'lent, however, tb.t t'he duke no! only tot.lly millook his own abilities, but 
tlu! he was as little fenfibl e of the ill.effeas which his unfortunllte chnraCler c6~)d not 
:Vut pro'duee, when l,e ,adopted the wild idea of being able to Cubvert or circumvent aU 
-other faaions, and </f being able to rife on the Ihoulders of men, poifeffil1g talents lnfi. 
nitely f4pcrior ·to ·his own, :ln~ of rctl~crillg them the inllrumcnts to the ~ceoml'lil1t.' 
nlent of his amhitious views. The n~tural delidehcy of refol~tion atld courage, with 
wbicll every body knew l)e was curfed,. was, in<lependellt of nil othe .. , an inrepatabfc 
bat to his ever ~ecoming, under any cb.nge of eircum{bt,ICes, or in any' cou rfe of even,:, 
-tbe ruler of fo ungovernable .nd fo outrageous a people, Yet in this blindJ1urfuit he la. 
'IIilhed tre.furcs, which, in many palt periods, might, by proper application; have alUount~ 
cd in elr.a to the requifirion of a kingdom. 

An. opinimn was advanced by ",.oy, even .t on enrly peri od of tbe ReYolulion, whicll, 
• illiberal os it may at firll appear, ond unpleafant as tbe renf.lions arc which it mull na· 
tutally .excite ilt a liberal mind, reems to have acqllircd ;fconfiderable degree of Ilrength • 
lind confirmation from the courfe of fubf.qaent events; viz.-Tltat tbe Freoch, a. a 

" It has been oblerved, that the niccft and mon: difficult c:dcubtion 'Would be fo ell !ma~ (he oXaa quantum or 
moral ""dpolilicalcvil wblt:b Cuell a CUa>, p Coeb hand" wIIlhon eap,blo oC pfoducin,;" France. 

. ' , 
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nation, were not yet in 2 fi.te cnpable of receiving liberty I and th.t mlny intermedinte 
Jlrcpar~tory fleps would hove heen neeelr.ry 1<) qu.li(y them ~ r fo great 3 bleffing. 
Even Rab.ud de Saint Elienne, the apolpr;ilt (or, aud advocale of, the Revolution, 
",midfl all his /ins oHupprellion and miffeprofent.tion •• nd Gil !he art 'ul colouring "hiCh 
l,e has given to faas .nd circumlboces. acknow ledges," That the people, aftonilh.d at 
.. feeing their chaim -broken with fueh facility. and .t f~eling their own fireneth, 
.. ahufed t hat llrength in taking vengeanc~ of their opprelTor.; .ud th eir ,new liberty 
•• was, as yet, hut licentloufn.fs. Gcner"l hatred, in its hlind roge, fo~ght every where 
.. to punilh Gnemies. poi nted oot to it by chance or by projudice. A never-cealing in
" quietude tormented Ihere freemen born of yeflcrd.y; in thei r neceillty for a ne," or
.. der o( tlrings ... ;" (or. foverergn j urifdi Clion. th ey ("i7.ed 311d engroll'ed all jurifdiClion 
.. td thcmfcl.os ; and feveral tumultuous alraffinations were the fruit o( this delirium ... 
And, ag.in, in his reman on the two parties which divided the Natioll,I Alfembly, he 
fays, .. One fe n~imellt, however. predominated there, and that was the dread of the cf-
0< (cas which anarchy. 100 long conlin/lid, might occafion."-The loolp,,! continuation 
of anarchy mult apply to the wcll-follntlcd charge preferred againfr (everal mem~en of 
the Alkmllly, that they had been the inflig.\tors and authors of maliy of (he difiracHons 
".nd enormities which took place in th; provinces. 

-
The outrages, conflagrations, alld In.lracres, whicb were (l'reading t1efolation through 

various p,ms oftbe kingdom, had, in .lhorrer (p. ce of lime then could well h.ve be n 
tonceived, rifen to fueh a pitch of enormity. as at length to commonicate al.rm and 
di(may even to the National AIr.mhly, fortified as it was by the fulftages of the nation, 
:ond'(upported by the numerous army formed i'n the capital. For in confequeoce of the 

' forged 'lrder. and (:ure intelligence whicb had been fo villainoufiy cOnYeyed to the pea-
fantry, tho whole nation was in/hntly in orms, and thefe operating upon ,he evil t1i(po
jition of the poople, and the abhorrellce in which they now held their allcient m.flers, it 
{eemed as if no boun~ could limit tbeir violence. and no exc.fa of CTuClty fatiate their 
reven"e. Thus the 1l0bililY were, in many places, hunted down like "ild bealb, their 
f.mily feats or cafiles demoli/hed. and their patents, pedigrees, titl.:-dted~ . (amily fettfe
men ts, court-roll s, .n8 ,11 records of paft tmnfaaions, deliroyed by 6re. Happy were 
thofe wh~, evon ill this nate, plundered of every thing. COUld. eleape half-naked (rom the 
~bn\tt , w1thou~ perfon.1 injury. But in 100 m,,,y inllan,es fuch aas of atrocity were 
committed that humal1i ty ill udden at the lecita!' Some few of th~fe we have quoted (rom 
(he count de Lal y . l'ol<l\dQI; but, /hock.ing,s n13ny of them were. they (allihort, in point 
o f enormity, of many others, the recital of which great pains have been taken to fup~ 
prefs. I n m.nY.inll neel, it hos heen alrerted. by men whofe veracity we are not j1er
mitt d. to doubt, the wive. of the nobility were violated, .nu their daughttrs diRowered, 
in the "reftnce of the unhappy f.~therl.nd bufbands ; hod the horrid tr.~dy frequen tly 
concluded by the moft inhuman murders, aggrav3led by circumft.nces of delibera te auti 
Q)l11oft ullCxampled cruelty, without regard to "S. or fex. Nor-<ltcadful to relate I 
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-were thef. cruelties. in any degree, confined to foch perfons as had preYiouQy rendered 
thelnfelye. odious by their pride or opprefiion ; but. on the contrary. the moll kind. 
and h~n .. yolent landlords and .nallers. the moll huonone and charitable to their neigh· 
Dours and the poor. were expoftd to the fame faee with thofe of the moll oppoute dif
poutloD 

• 
Although the fpiri! of reyolt appeared in various .nd remote parts of the kingJom at 

nearly the f.me inll.nt, yet the degrees of violence .nd cruelty with which it WIS at
tended were widely dilferent in differellt parts. The northern provinces were ' much 
more temperote th.n the central .nd (outhen1l The cxccerc •• t Lyon. ~nd In the Lyon. 
1I0is rivalled thoro uf Paris ill violence and fury. The province of Dauphiny w • ii' 
the moll violent fermenl. the whole people beillg up inorms. Fnnc:he.Compte .ne! port 
of Burgundy feemed particul. rly marked 31 fccnes of defolotion. Tbe Bretons, long 
t(Jined in hollilily wilh their lonls. were in • fi.te of abfolule rebellion and anarchy. 
At Slr./burgh, the town·houfe was totally demolilhcd by the mob. beiolt lift! "Iunder. 
cd of'.l1 that .ppe.red to them v.lu.We, the court·p.pers, re;:ord., a",1 pUblic arehiy<s 
being carerully ddlroyed, to tloe futbre dillref. ~nd ruin of numbtdcf.r:.miliel in the fur. 
roundinll country •• s well as in tllat cily. • • 

In a few pl.ces, the gentl emen and other proprie tora of' btrll13d the fpiril .nd fenre to 
unite and' fiaud fuccersfully on their defence • • Tbi. w"sthe cafe, though too bte, in the 
M,~onnoil.nd Bc>ujllloi., where the·balldiui, 'llIounting to fix or feven thour,nd, and 
he.ded by a village allorney. had Ir •• e1y fpr.od de/l"ICtioll .Iong the fertile bonk. of thc 
Saone. hating, io • few d,ys. burned fevenly.tw" gentlem n', houf ••• Itd plundered.1l 
the churches and fmall toW'ns in rheir "'a. A Imllk took pi ce, in which the enraged 
proprietors, with their friends nnd (cryallt., defeated the plunderu. ",ith gre t lI~ught.r. 

Th.1lhen infiiluted a kind of tempotary trlbun.l "' M.~o" , (Of tryins the ringl.oders 
of the \'.n,litti. twenty 0 ; th irty of whom were c<*ld mned to ruff .. d01Ch. The o.!'lo
emic PUb(,cl tions il) P .. rls cried oat I dlf 'g';' n this proceeding, lIj heing highly ille· 
gal all I .rhitrary, .!though not a wor,lo(colld.elDnation had be" n uttere I.gllinllthc ruf· 
fi.ns who had plllildered ~nd burned" mony genlleIDen·. houfe., not 01 pity for th in. 
h.bmlnta of that belu:;ful country I.hkh they 11. d dcfolned. The n tional AlI"embly 
recci v<d the ilOl'rcffion i,. tended hy there publicati n •• for ina Ihorttime, they interfered. 
by I'utlillg' /101' to the proceeding •• t M JljOn, while 3 number of ItrOC!iou crimin.I. 
fl ill mn.in,,1 to be tried. Their interference, indeed, would have been highly prollCr, 
had it not been parlial, and had it heen accompanied by proper reg'lbtionl for inforcing a 
rigorou :Id.ninillr3tion of criminal jufiice. 

Such .. a! the nate of thing •• 01 the beginning of the month of Aagaftj tbo period 
rued by tbe AIembl, for t.c commeacement of tbat hnpert.lIlt II whieb they chofe 
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to take upon themrd.e., of giving ~ n'w confiitntion to a kingdom th3t had fubfined, a, 
a monarchy, for upw~rds of fourteen centuries. lnaufpicious 0$ the general .Cpea of 

• affairs undoubtedly wa., thi: proceedings of the A(fembly itfelf at this period were by no 
means ~lcuJated to difpel the gloom · ... hich it bad can over the minds of all ,"tional 
.men. On {he firn of the month, M. Thouret, an advocate of F,ouen, was tl ~d, by 
a confidet a!>le majority, to fucceed the duke de Liancourt in th preJident's chair. A. 

,M. Thouret had M14.rlD tlifl,layed the mon mode me ptinciple ., he h d re~deled himrdf 
odious to the democratic failion, who had marked him as an arijlocrl't"'; a ld the deci
fton of· the majority was no fooner declared than the lOOn vioJont and' indecent fymp 
"toms of dif.pprobatioll were exhibited on th~ OppoCtIO tide of the houfe. The democrat. 
alferted that his nomination was a triumph of ariHocracy that ought not to be tolaated ; 
their direontent was fpeedily communicated to the Pal,is .RoYJl, "here not only mur
murs we re illcreafcd, but Ihrttlls were multiplied: and fuch was the tumult this matter 
was expeCted ro produce, that M. Thouret, with more prudence thall fortitude, religned 
the Itation he had boell chofen to fi ll, and thereby gave encouragcment to a defperate 
faCtion, who from that moment pbinly perceived. that, by the operation of terror, they 
wllld at any time bios the majority of the Alrembly, and fupet'induce the adoption of 
their own propl>fltions :-under fuch aufpi ces, the co'!flilutional labours of the Alrembly , 
1legan ". 

Had every member entert;ined the ramc;,ideas on this weighty bulinef •• s fterns to have 
been entertained by the count de L.1lly-Tolendal, and fome others, the Alrembly could 
!lcver have committed thofe grors crrors, which led to a violatioll of the fundamental 
principles of th monarchy. 1'hc count tells us ", that hearing a great nllmber of the 

· ..ceputies declaring that the Alfemhly was a Nalional Convenlion, and concluding from 
·thence that ,h.y wcr.'tllpo",er,d " all in tk. fam. mann" OJ al Ih. jirJl i'!/limt in flJhi.h a 
fici"; is formid, and as if there was~nolhi"g cKif/ing rtflj,us 101111 ej1aDlf/lrtll"'lS /11., were 
apout 10 maj·., he was induced to exallline the principle whence fueh a confequence was 

-

• deduced. With this view be firll endeavoured to define the word Conventio/J ; and II the 
French took the expreffion frolll tl:e Englifh, he was noturally led to aclopt the defini
ton of Hume, who call' it-a parliament alfembled without the ufual forms. He then 
"dvtlled to the Scotch Co nvention in 1657, and tothe Conventio", holden in England on 
the reltoration of Charles the Second, and after the abdication of hi a fucedTor, in which 
eafl I, he round-to we his own expreHion-tbat tbe bonds of government had been 
broken. 

.. ExpoC'.,!o laCcndwte de M. M()unier. p. 31_Mnaoircde M. 4e lally .. To\end.u, p. 107 • 

• '- ltoulftlu, in Joms one of his rolltic:al writing. , h:\1 obfcrnd, w" a ~nAiL'UtiOD Cgrmccl i.a time. o£ uarc.h, 
ptl.lUlIllIIl t,oar. wllhlA lIthe pMC/pl .. of iu own doitrutUou t 

!' P. 10 ., (ui" • 
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U Th:look helY!n"_ Cays the count_" we wcre o ~t in fil ch circum(hnees • • At tbe 
II peri oJ of OUt c;,nvo:.1tion. the gove mment Will not di{{"ulved; the natiosl.)ll'uliacncnt 
.. of Fra\Ic:e Iud !ken "fl"embled With th:!- ueu .. 1 (orin!; it hlJ b::cn convened by the' 
.. k.ing. in Ihe (arne mJ lm er .u:l.1I the RJrionai 3!'"cmblie. which hld been holden !lnce
u . the t ime of ChOlrletnl~ne . T.herefore we- "erc DIIt J N iJtiu/J/ C,lfu,tt tlt", • . 

CI If by 111:1,t title W:JS meant 3n afl"cmbly of p1cnil)()tcnti'lriu, to whom the n:uion had' 
., delegated the ullc. of giving it A government, and of .liEb,ting fuch I:l.w, a. they {boul'" 
·· ·deem upelficnt, it Wlt a queAion of !at1:-Wh,crl: were our puwen I We had only 
H to read them! they certai nly told Ul no . ruth thin~ , Therefore, we "CIt not a 
01 NGt;tJn(J1 COflvtnti,,,. 

to The (upporteu or this dollri ne had recourCc to 21 T:trletyor abllrac9lrgunlet'lu, which I 
c. were lirera lly rf'duced 10 this,- llat lin (f"jliluti~ p~lUtr ~ 'JIi t tl"jlitMtr# liS II m!f1I1w- , 
fC ti"! pown- Dlit" rtgarti If thi tfnjlj/lltion, but tD'!fidtrtrl "' as ctl1.jlit lAttd With "~,f"rd 1(11' 
U the /(Jr.tIJu " Before it WAS neeelt:1ry to t.:lkc the trouble of eo,nprehendlng thil, there> 
c. ... .2. rortun:at'e.1y.:a fna to be eAablinled. W ere thefe definitions, thefe dill:int\ions 
U to be found in our powers? AtTuredly not. ;Thererore we wUe not . N4,iftttl/ Wlt
K 'lJ(nl i (l1J", . 

H The abhC Sicye. hitnrelr, when he. propor.d to UI to reduce t o pnC\icc th21 brmbn" 
.. theory which ffi1Je the world young ~2i;1 (or the purpore of regener:n ing Fr:uu:e, 
fI w3rned U', tlllt we cou ld only d~cree it prtvi/i,nallj; and th at. ill order to rcnuer it 
U dennilivc, a new e .. tr~ord j llary cOllvocatiou w~)ldd bo neceG";1 ry. Thercfor.:- we \lfOrc 
u , not a Nali,lfIIl Con';Jtnt io, .... , • 

" In (hort, !'It hlld m.:lnlblt •• in(fruajo·n~. ,.nieh. while Iher lert u. IO'excrc:iIC our 
H difcretion on .other ol~~a,. were ilJlpcratiye .ll1d obHglItory on c:ouftitutio.ul JKtlllt ~ 
U A. to the propri ety of Iced ylng inRluBionl genenll),. lhllt w:u a quef'tioll whic&. 
'" wu ope" to dlfcuffion; but the faa ..., at that we lAd i"Aru~\i()n.". :md the,: IlronccQ
... argu~cnl :w.1.d\lccd in oppofilioo to them wu here of no nail , for, (lit tht /Mbjrfl if t4, 

•• UnilK1lltil ibk IlJ l1o.b may If!f!ur to me. E'Illilb "," ,r, I~ if; certainly I .. wn tl) In Frencb_ u ~, _,. ... 
..... _.".,wl iMfl",J, fMt'J'f' _11/1""", ._, ~ t. ".JitOlli.,., H ,.. tfIf)IfJ r-u .~ ftI .. 

NTh. pCIliqo IIr f!l(toedi~ney IIr cotnnellin, memllen to follow i""plieirly tI~ Inttroa~of the,r eo.n.itueau. 
if, III qodt.on on whll'lI lIIuch Wlmol atpmtDt may be. ailLiIl' .s on ejllLCl' (,LI.. JlIIII''' tar. II rt '*I fh. mcm· 
Rnofthe N~ .... 'knlt"y. 11 ..... ~, fe'tled pninh /Qr ..... h.« fbcWIl, in III f_ ~ tJllli!J:lItruJroo,. (s. 
, 1Il. Ii. p. Jag, -o? lilA the mUl'l\bon of !lID StatQ-Gen~~ _I'll! III .... rf •• i)o contiJer.oIM'bo m.,_,..a. fNtfIo 
~'-'ok, ... tICIf, ftI)lWatot 1bC"y W~I'& boaJ\d 110 rece'JY~. lind W '1""" lnlil"lld,iOl\S II Wilt IlIclt 4111)' 11~'y ,.lIoIlMrt. 
.,11 IM!(~, lOQ.llIM oI"J"i4'f '-JIo taU ,..ntumlto ad., wU,-, 0AIan, .... 1'1: Jt/~J't1y tbejr confutIM!,'" 



• 
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c. co'!flilk,i.N t/aty WIYI almojl unanimous. It was difficult to maint~in that thofe who had 
.. given us the right of exerciling 3 general vi!!, could not have haa a lingle will of 
.. their own. In fa~, they bad m.uifrJl:ed their will ; they had entru(\cd the execution 
" of it to us, and w~ had taken char of it. Therefore, we were not onl y not. No· 
H tiMol Convention, if we followed our inllru8ion. (Cahjers); but. if we did not follow f, tharp, on conflitutional points. we WII", nDthing ; fir he who infringes upon, w na ann;. 
" bi/_,,,, Ih. lill. by wbi(h be holds his pO"Jrr, remains wi,holll tille andwilhoUI power." 

, . 
The majority of th~ ~lfemblv. unfortunately, were of' a diH'erent opinion; but while 

they were enS'0ged in preliminary difcuffions on their memorable declar3tion of rights, . , 
they were fu{ldenly interrupted hy the arrival, in one d. y, (the fourth of Auguft ) of 
e~pre{fet or le\ten {rotn ev~ry p.lt of the kingdom, with detail, of the dreadfu l "evalb. 
tions \~hich wore laying wafte the face of the country, and which . from their prefellt .p. 
JlC~rauca and violence, feemeU ~o lhreaten nothing lefs tban fpeedy and ge ller.~ de. 
ftr\l~iop. 

All lhe landed proprietors in the Alfemhly were, in a greater or lefs degree, involved 
in the c.Jamity ; with,the material diH'erence, that while many had to lament the de/huc. 
tion of their houfes, and the plunder of all their move.ble property, others hat!' as yet no 
farther caufe of comploint than the genera! refufal of their ten.l)try to pay their rents, or 
o fulfil .ny of their otber cuftomary dut ies. The terror w.s, however, general; ~nd 

l>3ving had Jeifure, during the fcafon allotted for dinner, to ruminate upon the dreadful 
,details which they had received, conflagrations, murders, and malf.ere., were tbe only 
fubje8s of tlleir thought. or converfation. Nothing could accordingly be more gloomy 
'than their appearance in going to the evening litting; and before the commencement of 
bulinefl, ~ unufual and extraordinary degree of agit.tion was vifible throughout t"e 
Alf~mbly. "Upon the fame principle on which mariners, IInder the immediate danger of 
' .. a tempe II, will, throw much valuable property Slverboard. in lhe hope of faving the reo 
". auinder; (0 it woald feem upon this occafion, tbat the great land-owners were feized 
.. with a fudden impulfe of volUllurily faerificinr; a large portion of their rights and 
' .. pofi'effions, in the hope of retaining thereby quiet and permanent {ecurity for what was 
.. , left." ' They fecmed alfo to have adopted the ide. that a finc<rc coalition wilh tbe 
Third Eftat. iwas1>c<:ome indifpcnf.bly requilitc to tbeir prefervation. 

It wac eight o'clock wben the AfI'embly met. and the fitting opened by the perul'alof 
lb. following decree, propofnl by the committee of n:POrts, INI intended to tecun: th. 
country from any farther depredations of the populace-" The National Alfembly • 
.. c:o(lfidering that. while it i. foltly occupied ill cllablilhiog the h.ppinef. of tbe peo
~. pie on the bali. of a free eonftinltion, the trouDle. and violences "bleh defolate dif. 
~' Jctent province. fill the mind. of men with alarm, and .,iolale, in tIM _11 faralman-

., ocr, 

, 
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" nor, the facred rights of property and perfouol fofuy ; th~t thefe diforder. ,t'/lJlot 
" fail to retard the labours of the Atremhly, and to promote the crimin.1 deligns of the 
.. enemies to the public good; declare., that the ancient laws !hall (ublin, and ought to 
" be executed, until fuch time .s the .uthGrity 'of the nati o{l !hul have abrogated or 
" modified them; t hat the coUeaion of the old tue. ought to be cont in ued agreeabl,. 
" to the terms of the decree of the Nation.1 Allemhly of tbe feventcentb of June Illft. 
" until it /ball have eCbbliO,ed contributionuod forms leCi onerou, to the people. 

" Tbat .11 quit-rents, and ot,her cufromuy due., ought to be p.id as formerly, until the 
.c Atrembly 01>11 luve otherwiCe ordained . 

.. That, bnly, the I.ws elhbliO,ed for the fafetyof individuals, .nd the (Gcuri tyof • 
, . property, ought to be uoiverfally refpeaed. 

" The prefent declaration !hall be fent into all the pro.inces; and the pari!h priefh 
" /hall be invited to make it known to their porifllione", and to . recomme.td tbe obfer-

f · " ., vance 0 It. 

• 
Immediately after this decree had be .. n read, the vifcount de No.illes , feconded by the 

duke d'Aiguillon, opened that extraordinary fcene, which ha. rendered the night of the 
fourth of Augull: fo memorable in the ann""s of this extraordinary revolution, The 
lioJl of thefe noblemen faid-" The objea: of the decree which you have joll: heard. is to 
.. put a llop to the e/fervefcence whiel prev.il. in the province., to confirm the public 
., liberty, and to fecur. to proprietaries thei r la wful righll. But how con we hope to 
.. accotnpliOt this objeCt, without knowing the caufe of .he i"furredion.wbich appears 
.. in the kingdom; and how Call we exped to fuppref. it, without .pplying a remedy to 
•• the evil which occalions the convullion I 

.. The communities h.ve prefe<red cert.in dem.nd.; it Is not a conllitution whiclt 
.. they have delired; the bailiwick. alone have expretred a wiO. for that. ·Wh.t then 
.. have they aCkCII ?-the foppreffioll of aides and fobde legatcs ; and the diminut ion or 
.. excbanJ:e of feignori I righu • • 

.. The commuDiti.s have feen their reprefentative. occupied, for more than three 
" month., wilb wh.t we call, and what i. in faa, the (lublic welfar. (Ia thoft pu~/if"t); 
.. lout tlae publi'e .. elfare appe.rs to them to call, in a p.niculnr manner, for the com pI ... 
.. tion of their delir .. , which they are fo anxious to obt.in • 

• 

.. In confcquence of the dilFerencCl which took place between d .e nation~1 reprefen
.. latives, tbe inhabitaoU of the country had been laught to difiingui/h oaVy two de-

_ , S C ~. fcription. 
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.. f~riptions of men-thofe whom thoy themfelve. had armed, and who were folicitolls 
" to promoll their happine(s ;-.od the {,c)lverful perfons who onofe" it . In thi s Ihte of 
"things, wh at hJS hl ppened ?-They de~med themfelves julltfied in oPllOfing force to 
U force t and now they fcorn alt reClraint. The confequence is, t Olt, at this m O:'Il cnt, 

.. the kingdom is reduced to the alte rnat ive of ruffering a total dilfolution of fociety, or 
.. of elhblilhing a government which will be an ohjeCt of admiration and imitation to 
.. all Europe. How is this govemment to be efhbli lhecl I- By the refioration of public 
.. tranquillity. How is puhlic tranquilli ty to be reflored I-By calming the people, 
"by Ihowin!; them that we oilly rcfdl their efforts to den roy what it is t heir interejl to 

" prefel've • 

• 

.. T o obtain this tronquillity, fo elfentially necelfary, I propofe ;-1. That the decla
.. "tioll proje8 .. 1 hy ~h e co"mi ttee be preceded by a refolution, that the reprefentati ve • 
.. of the nation .h.ve decided th at all taxes /hall in futu re be paid by every individu al in 
.. the kingdoln . and in proport;on to the income he e joys :-~. Th.t al.1 public bu rMns 
., Ihall he equally horne by e.ery memhcr of the ft .• te ;- 3. T hat all fe ud. 1 rights rh all 
'I he rcdeem oble, hy the communities, in mone y, or exchanged, after :l fair valu :ltion t 

.. fettled on the aver,ge produce of teo years ;-4. That all obligations to work fo r the 
.. lord on the road" righ15 of mai. ·mo, Ie, alld other perfonol ftrvice., Ih all be aboli/hcd. 
tl withou t :lI1y ranfom." 

The duke d' Aiguillon, when he rofe to fecond this mot ion, faid-" Ther. i. no man 
.. hut /hudders at th e fcene of horror wh ich France now exhihi t. to his fight. This 
.. ell~rvefccnce of tIle peop le which tellded to confirm {r.edom wh .... guilty min iflers 
" wilb.d to dellrive us of the blefTlI1g, is become an obllacle to the progrefs of that free
.. dom, now that the VleWS of government fcem to accord with ou r c1dires for the pub
"lie h.ppincfs. The.pr9vince, are not only over-run by a horde of armed plunderers, 
.. who reek to enrich themfel ve, ill the midlt of calamity; but in many of them the 
.. whole body. of the people form . • kind of Teague for the dcfiruClion of gentlemen 's 
" feats, for the doColation of their ellates, and efpeci.lly for the fei,,,,,re of their titl.
.. deed.. They endeavour, in iliort, to throw olf a yoke under which they Il.ve la
•. \lOu red for ages; and it mull be acknowledg~d, gentlemen, that ~i. infurred ion , al
,. thongh erimin.I,-for every viol.nt aggreffion i. fo-may find its exc ufe in the vexa
" tions w;,ich gave rife to it . The proprietors of fi ef. and lordlhips are very feldom 
.. guilty of thefe excefTes of which tlleir valf. l. complain; but their agents . re often de
C! void of pity; and the wIetched fan'tler, tubjeded to the b3rbarous reli cs of the feudal 
.. laws fIill fubfifiing in France, become. t ~e viCtim of oppreffiv e connuin!. Thefe 
u ' rights,. it Cannot be denied, are a prDp,rly, and all properly iI Jacrid ; but they ore 
.. onerons to th e. p.e(lple, and e.vcry ·body mull allow they = producHve of continual 

~~ 'rcllraint. 

, . • • , 
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., Tn this tff!igkltntd act, in which fol/nd philifophy hu re~overcd her empire; at thi • 
.. fortunate ep,ch, when, unit~d for the public gooJ , and <I ife ng,ge.1 from , 1\ perrOl,,1 IIt 

" t(" refi, we are about to rrgcmtatc th e n.lte. it :lppeO\rs to me, ~entlC'llh: nt th ar we 
"Ihould, previo us to Ihe rllJl>lifh 'l1e lH o f that cOll llitulioll wlrich Ihe n; tioll foall xiulI Oy 
u expects from us, ptO VI'! to .. all the cit izens, t111r it is our .intention. our wifh to 

. .. an ' icip.te their deG. res, anti to "1l,hliO,, with , 11 p /Iible ~'eed, th,t equ 'l ily of rights 
" which ought to t::xifl: betwee n all men, and which c:tn al one render liherr y Icc urc. r 
., have II0t a doubt hut th. t the proprictors of lid., .nd the lords of mallo rs, f., from 

., denying this trath, 3re d' fpofed to facrifice thei r ri gh ls to juOice. They have alleJdy 
,I rCllounct:d t'heir pri vilcbts, their pec unia ry exemptions, 3nd, at this time, th~y C.HlnOr 
I : he rccill ireci to 11lake l fimple an ~1 uncond itional re nuuci;'ltion of tlll:lr fc: ud~ l ri~ht, • 
.. Thore righ ls:lfe their p(Operly, t hey con Oitute Ihe whole fO rLulle of many inJi vi

"du.I,; .nd oquity fo:bids 10 exaCt the reGgll"ioll of .ny propelty, w"h oll ' gmu ting. 
H j ult ir,dcmnity to th e proprietor who fucrHiccs his convenie l1ce to the puhlic goodo 
" From tht lc pOltn L confider ,ltions, and to con vine!! the people that yt'lU °an: t.i!ic3cio ully 
" cmpl oy e~ 1 t11 promoting their rl\!:ucft intcrcil s, it is my Wi nl th :lt the Nat ioll:.d Alfcm
" bl y fhoulJ decbr. th ,t taxes /h all i ll future be horne cr,ually by every c1ar, of citi. 
" zens, in propolt ioll to their incomes, :IIlU th~[ p,11 lh e (tullal nght s . tt:lched to fiefa and 
.' lordfhips !hall be redeemed hy t he valrals of thofe fi efs and lord/hips ; and It is my 

" opinion th"t they o ught to b uy them at thirty YOJrs purchafe, 

• • 
There is no nation on th e g lobe fo fufceptible of fudJcn imprellions, and fa fubjeCl. to 

the moll irnp:. ffioned emotions, ;:1 $ the French arc, and ever h.lve bee n. Whether the 
objr.Ct. of their ruduit be ;l trifle the mon infig it~ C:\Ol, or a in:'ltt cr the moll illlportant. 
the ardour and em buli.fm of the moment alway. appe. r to be the fa me. It would be 
v .in , therefore, to attempt by dcfcription to cOllvey any idea of the . " nfpor ts whieli theft 
fpeecht . excited both in the Alrembly and in th e galleries. The very IJ rge polre mons . nd 
extcnGv .. roya lties of the duke d'Aiguilion added furprifin g ly to the effeCt, and infpi rcd 

every body with a wiD. to be able. in fome Jeg rec, 10 emu late t he apparellt magn. nimity 
of hi. conduCt. The contagion quick ly fprcad th roaj;h tli e two orele rs of the n ( bles and 
clergy, <Iud the contention Was ollly which Ihould be the firft to oller, and wliieh {hould 
make the s:rcaleft fac ti fices to the publ ic wel fare. The commons leemeu loll in , ulni,"
tion . tt hi, f"dde n and unexampled fit of patriotifm, and Irequently hurft into loud and 
jnvolontary acclamations of !,raile and grat itude for the benefits which were Ihus fo un 
rxpc8.edly and generouny conferred on the people. This was p;m,cul .r1y Ihecafe when 
t he bilbop of Chan res, who was himfelf polI'elI'ed of very lxtcnfi vt tordls, propafed the 
abol ition of the exclulive rights of th e chafe; which , from the extre me cruc~ly of Ih. 
l'aws by whiEh tbey were proteCted, .. well as the mifcbief done by t!"" 11.1&. , boar., .nel 
olh. r Kame, to the farmcrs, had ever been deemed a gdcvance of the firll mall.ni tudc • 

• -
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The common. conilulted lhemrcl¥c' with great art upo~ thil.oc(':!Cion u , nOll uff'ering 
their admiration to overcome thtir temper, or their judgment [0 be funk in their ;::pplaufe. 
They coolly perceived all the adv;U1lages to be drawn (rom the prefent fe rvour, :md de_ 
t ermined not to let .1l1y of them eCc:l}k. but to obtain every peffible conccffion while it 
hfled, welt aware of the change which the cool contideration ora few hours might pro· 
duct in m:my of !'110ft whore cnthufiafm appeared the moO: an'!CIII. The dcfign was (0 

well conduded tlut it was attenJed with the {ulleO: {ucerfs; ;lnd, flimu btcd hy emubt ion, 
nnd blind ed by app[au(c, nothi ng that was dc:manded coulll he wilhhohleu. T he coorell 
hetwtcn the nobles and the clergy, now feemed to be, who Ibou ld be foremen in f:acri . 
ficing the righu of chafe, of fii'hing. 01 wam:n, and of dove· houf':I. Th.: pariOl'prietls, 
fecbllg the g(' n~ral imprc«,olI. and e3g~ r 10 C'mulate. :IS r.lr at IhC'y w~re: able , t he ex
am ple ofthcir fu~riors in rank and forlune, ruOled forward to m:lke :l; Irc:t' offering ofthcir 

cu[\omary pc:rquifitcsl \I.·h ilc the hcneficjsriu, (lifllai ll ing to he left hehind iu Ihe: race tor 
glol)' lIr1d popula.ity. difclaitned all pluralltiel, and bC'und thcmfelves nev er to hold more 
than Ok fingle bc"ncncc. . 

'But :lmidn the heat of cnthufuJm, onc m emhe r . M. Du pon t. of N emour" caufed 

the cool 'voice of u:afon to be heard. He took a CUI 1'01 Y vie w of lhe dreadrul diforder$ 
wh ich rrevai led in the kingdolll, w hich he very juO ly 3fcrtht:d to the inaCllvily of !III 
the agenlS of powt'r: he demonfir:HecJ, thai no I,uiitic.ll (ocie l y could e"ttl wil nout 1:1"'5, 
aDd without tr illu na!s for Ihe f{'eutity of f{cedum, the (3(tty of perfons, :lOd I~e prder
v3tion of pro pelly; he inCtClcd upon the ncccffity of tn:lin taining th e la ws, inl~r fea 01' 
they wefe . which h Ol d tor t!le ir 'ol~ca. the prd'cr v:ltinn of gCllcral order: he rcprc:fcnt cd 
t hat the ancient trlbun01Is exiOed both in law allil in faD, :II1J IllU Il- exift I1mil th r y lhou ld 
be icgillly fupprelfcd i th aI ii' wal not puffiblc fo r the reprc(cnt .,ti vcl orlhe nation to rc
form the icgifialion, unt il tht.y nlould hal'e nrll: determ incd, by the confiil utioll ilfeit, 
in what Inallncr the , new Jaws Ihould be propofed, adopted, anJ execu ted; and that it 
wa, e(['c llli olo lJy tequifitc. Ihat the .cfloration of tranquillity', peace, l\nd j ull:icc, throu&h_ 

'III M, III Cuero de Xerenga lh. witt. I ,i(w, dl'Ouhlle{s, to ftimulale the nObility 10 tbe f~c.tifite fll'aU (('\Idal ((!rviellil. 
lnok ~feal p.i .. , l(I r(profem Ihem II. th l< mdft u,f;u ftlll, point IIf "lew , he enumcnted :aU , t!lore IIln1"UOffU or the 
, ndent fOllda1 ryf\em, wllkh were ~ft e~ltulattd to exdte honor and dl(s\lft. IllI'IOO( othtn, 1)(1 mentioned Ibe 

4w~ of certain cuftoms, in w hich the ""lr3b ~re liable 10 be ,.6ked tollie " tl uf thoir 10Ld,!;". be"" orburdm; 
in fv.nr, they we", (ubJell til pa& ",I'lIle nj,ht, in hc~tin, the ponlk, tbal hitleR mi, lIt not be di(\0I1 b11d by the 
oCrllak.in; of fr.:.&i ; III <-tILtn they.wuc (ompelled IV li.up 1I..i. dop] in patlicubr diRrifu, a law w" £aid 1(1 ~'e 
"revall"d, whit!> Illthori l ~d the 10' ''' (In I,u fCtu~n from humin" tel rip open tl>c b.UiC1 of tw(l or hi, valfab, I~I 
I.e mighl u rn:n, hi~ (~ III Ihelf .... Mm """'cl", II i. almll" n«dld , to obrenrc t!ul iloere III .... , we", fa obrvlelc, that 
we belie" rurul,. a lill,l .. i"ft"l>«1 ur IIL.it belne IL'fIron:e<J il to be met ""ilh in an,. of tILe man "!Kiene 11i l\o.riallJ; 
I'1Or .nre Ih~ by all)' me:v\S p«ulbt 10 FrtU\:t, ('Me in moft eounfri"wbere tbe feudal (yftcm has prevailed io ilS 
,Ltmofi rilour , fO!' IIny lensth 1)( titre, fimibr ,'ef\oCU of tb. barb.n i(m flf tbe uri)' ~e~ of (ocicty .re to be loun.d. 

Bllt Ihollth it,n'tlvel' cm.ld be fill [IlLkd, (or" nlOmCm, that jK6 0Mo!cte !aWl, or ral~r cu/lgmr, would enr be rOo 

.,iltod, Ail!, as p omble inftrume.nlS of rnifdllcf In the hand. o{tynony. their abolition Wat j\ll\ and proper. 

out 
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out the -empire. Ihoul d relieve the N at ional AfTembly from .11 other folicitutle but that 
.. hich n.turall y refulted f. om th e tolk ilUpofed upon it, of f<lea ing .Ild fixing the ele-
llIents of a wife .nd durable conllitutioll. . 

• 
He therefore ptopofed the adoption of a dec brat ion, that every cltlf.en was bound to 

obey the lows,and to ,.(pcC! th. liberty, fafetv , and property of h is fellow citiz.<ns; that 
the tribun als ought incelfa ntly to aC!. in Ol der to enforce the c,eclllion of thofe laws, 
which enj-oined, as did alfo th e repr. fentatives of tr.e nation, the city ",iliti. and all mili 
t ary corp. to lIand forward in promot ing the re·cfhb!JflllJ1ent of order ane! peace, anti 
in all"orcling proteC! ion to perfons alld property, as often as thc), fl,ould be called "pan f6r 
th.t purpo fc , I y the mUllicipalit ies alld the civd mogi n ra te •• 

T o crown, :IS it werc, the:: events of this memorahle night, the t.1eputies of rhe Pais 
d'E/at, with thofc offever.1 privileged .OWIlS, .dvanced in fuccellion, and offered up the 

• facrifice or their ancient rights :Uld charten , at the fame tllne cxprcffing: their de(jre, 
that there fl, ou ld be no more provinces. th at there fl, ould be but aile fole nation. one 
fole family. on e fole empire. 

In the h ighen exeefs of the joy and enthuliafm, wh ich obtlined in the alfemLly, both 
w ere fuddenly cheelced by t he ill·timed avidity of 3 memher of the comillons. who pro·. 
pofed the tot al abolition of all manorial juriidiC!ion . . A . th is by no me~ns came with
in the lin" uf intel,ded concellion, it could not but occalion a/hart pauft; ,he nohility, 
howe ver, agreed to the propof, 1 with a l olc"oble grace : bllt one of them in/bntl y return
ed the favour by moving, that junice nlOolu, fnr the future, be. in all cafe., .dminillr. rcd 
gratuitoufly, and that j udicial ollices Ihould no longer he ,·."al-a moti on calcu l. ted 10 cut 
off th. commons from almofi the only means they polldrcd of o-ing ever enn ohled. 
That body . however. d,!daillcu to be outdone evtn in the appcaro nec, of pa:riotifm; and 
the motion was accordingly recei ved and confirmed with the Hrongell m~rks of arr.aha
( ion . 

• 

This circum/bnce undoubtedl y contr ibuled to give rife to all 0l,inion, which h:u been 
.:>dopted by fame. thn the bulincf. of this ce lebrated n igh t was "either more nor ItC. 
than a g.me of crifs·p.,pofts. played by the conte nding p.lli. I; lh at the f.c.i6ccl m.de 
wert mollly diflated by a fpi nt of revenge, when one p. rt y. incenfed by the loll"e. it 
had been made to fufler, propo/ed to th e other .Cls of gentr lity by way of punifl,me/l t ; 
and tl,u they ;nuto.Jly dared each other to concellio"" of which thole who fuggelltd 
t hem expeaed to enjoy the honour, wilhout feebng tht inconven.ence, ". 

T t W hat-

• 

06 Thi. opinicn appu,rJ to us to bo morc-refined than jult I fu1!, th ')'u,h there be an appeauntc: o( ilhhcrality In -
_ribinl &CDtrOUI aCLoOi to bad motive'S, we c:waol but tlllJlk. Uljl,\ Lho dub d'Ai1\.ullllln, unc fir Lbe puntlp ... ' at-

IOn 
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Whatevq may be the juniee offlloh an .opinio." thus much :1 certain: th~t many 
things were done:, that night, in the heat of en :,u{jafOl . \vhieh were 3fterWlrds, uVOn , 
cool recol\ec\ion, forely regretted; and it is vofitively "{fert d. that feve ral of the nobi
lity, who had from the beginning been eminent for t heir patriotifm, and for the lhare they 
hld ukell in forwnding 0 reform of the old govern ment, were, notwithf1:an ling, fo 
much difgufled' by th, proceedings of~his nigh t, tiut they ionmedi.tely abandoned the 
popu lar fide and party, and ranked from thence among the morl determined ariitOCr3LS. 

The arTcmbly, however, confidering this as 3 complete r egenera tion of F :.nce, decr .. ed 
that 3 medal rhoul~ be (hicken, in order to imnlOrtali,te the ach of th~t great al1d glorious 
night, as they termod it; .nd, tr.nfported hy the warmth of their paffion., and the eager
nees of their zeal, t~cy conferred upon the king the Gatterlng and glorious,. but rhort
l ived tltle of RcJlorer d Trmch Lih"I}; and ordered a depu tation to prefent him ,vit h the 
decrees, together Y1ith the homage of his .. generated kingdom, and to .ddrers him by his 
new title. When Chapelier, the prefident, alld the deputation, had add,e{fed the king, 
he cpncludcd hi. anfwer to them with the following wonls: " Let us go and r turn 
.. thanks to God, for the generous felltiments which prevail in )'Our .{femhly," A fo-
1em'n Te D eum was accordingly celebrated. and attended by the whole alfembly, Chapelier 
(the leader .nd (ounder of the f,mous Bretoll club, fo illveteratelv holl,le to monarchy) 
walking, as prefi,lent, though a commoner, hy the fide of the king; .nd thus, in the 
opinion of M . Rabaud d, SI. Etltmlt, prol*rly fupportillg the m.jelly of th e people. 
It is Jikewjfe obfervt,I, by the lame writer, tbat this was the firll bencdiC\ion of religion. 

over the birth of liberty • 
• 

It is.rel11arkable that the liberal conduC\ of the clergy, on this memohble oceafion,. 
failed to procure, either trom the noble. or commOIlS, thofe acknowledgments which they 
molt richly deCerved. C>n the contrary, there were ilrong indications, both then and 
after, that they were dellined to he forCaken by both parties; and all the good humour 
and harmony of the fourth of Augutl was wound up by a motion, f\lcceeded by a long 
and earnelt debate, for the Cl1l'pre!lion of their tithes. 

This deb-te was refumed on the next day, and continued Oil the Cucceeding, and the 
motion oppo(ed with great vigour. The celebrated Abbe S,eye., with all his :.bitr.a no-

, 

tQf'l 'in this (cene,. Will rslhcr fwayed by party, than influenced by patriotifm, in the fl\erUicOi he made; 3nd tb:&t th.> 
apparellt raaananimity of hi, toodu8: may fairly be imputed to hit attachment to tbe OrltlUl. (a19ion, which 'Would 

, n;\tur,Uy te;{" him to diminHh, :15 much 2t poft\ble, th:u int\ucnce and power o( tho noblcs, which would in(:tl1ibly 
be eXerted to proteEl their fovcreign (rom the iofidious plan. and wicked m:tc:hinAtionl of a bllion iliat maniftC\ly . 
fuught hi, deftrullion. Our opinion on this (ubjetl. il (ountJed on the (ubrcquenl condull o( the duke ll'Ais:uillQn, to 
whith we fh U nerea{ter have Ot~(lon to atlvcrt.-The Abbe Sabaticr lOUs us, that the ni,hlof tbe fourth of Au
iWl wu by ,h. no~l .. <alied, 1« .. ,hi of lit< forriJ"'l bot, by Lbo ._', it ,. .. terllled, lix ,,;,bI of ,he ""'" 
jourlW,l'clit. tom. 2. p. ~" 

tiolll 
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tions of governmc.nt, \\1'35 Ilill a firm adherent to the rights of the church, 3t leall in thofe 
th ings Ihat relnte~ to her elhblill1l11tnt .nd independence; and he oppofcd tuis yiolent 
invafion of both with equal ardour .Dd ability, He h.d not been p,refent '1 the firl1: 
dr b.lte, hur, "pprized of the intention to feitt the tithes without an indemnification, he 
l .pid ly compo td an elahorate difeoyrfe, which' hc corried to the a{rembly ", repl ett w,tb 
fou nd .rg,umcnt, but not more .riumentative th.n acrimonious, 11rongly urging the vio
).enee, oPl>l effioll, .nd inj u/l ice, of the p,opoftd meafures, .. well as the infecurity and 
d . ."!:,, 10 which ,he precedent would expofe 311 olher ,lIopcrty; and infilling, th at the 
ca ult be w"' fupporring was not merely that of the church, but of all property what

·ever. The ahbe , who w.s ufually colleaeo .nd co,nJlofed, upon this occafion .fceno d 
the tribune in gre.t and vifible wrath I bot this only fervcd to cncreafe the .nimot jon .nd 
~ehemence wllh which he urged hi, argumenn. .He demonllnted, with gre.t pcrfpi
cU lty 3nd lega l aeeulacy, th.t the tidI es were not a tax iml'ofed by the nat,oll, but il 

rent-charge laid upon their ell.te, by the origi llal proprietors for the main!.!n.nce of the 
chuleh; th.t the aaual proprietors had purchuled their ellates fubjea to this rcnl
charge; .nd that the legi ll .. lure had no authority to t"nsfer this, which w.s a real 
prope rty , from the h.nds of the clergy to the hndholders, whO' had no legitimat. no, ap
parent claim to it , He concloded a very forcible fpcech. loy boldly telling the A£rembly. 
t hat" lIuy w!focd 10 btJrtt, bUI knew".' b.w lD h. juj1 ·· ... 

Thougll the .hbe had been no fm.ll f.vourite with the AlTembly, and .his rpeeches, 
llpon other occaf,ons, commanded partieul~ attention, yel his arguments now, in~e.d of 
producing e£fea or conviaion, were hea{d with the utlnoll impatience, and with marks 
of ~if.pprobation which amounted evcn to inten'IljJtioll, both by the nobility .nd the 
common,. Whether hi$ reafons were fo tbollgly founded, or II0t, a. to .lford no loom 
for controverting them, it i, cert.in th.t the conclua o(,f.rved hy the other fi~e gave 110 

little 'fan6ion to the affirmative opinion, not the fm.llell nttemp! being nude to refute, 

orevell to anfwer, anyone of hi' pofition,". 
T t 2 It 

'7 It muf\: be ob(ont-d, that it was the cenerat mode Idoptc.d in tho atrembly, (or the memben to wnto their 
!peeches .t hame, and to r~ad them in their pl:tfn, thero beml lI)tl very f~-not nlOr. ,han haJJ. 4l01en. at I, 
!.,id, in tho whole-who were c.apablo of doli\<crins their CentimenlS an an c..:tcmpons ,.ubhc {peed&. 

91 -..!'ih w.14i,. tt,., hiw, , t (/,lilJ IN r"".ttJCI -'-' au ,"'If. )ournaJ l'olitiqu~J "c. &ORf. U. p. 20.-Mimoirc de 

)f. Ie Comte de Lally-TuJen4bl, p. J 1" 

90 The abb& Sabatior ;ins this account of the bufint(I J- ff In yajn did the abbe Sie.yc', IJ.l1 tk P.J.J,.p.,J, 
" ."a J'.I .pt/J.. Gj 4tM111l'Atj, .fcen~ the tribune, 10 dt(cnd th~ prorcrty of the (burch f In vam did h. cry out to tho 
"dcmaloau~t th~t fj they "'I Oted to be (ret, hilt knew not how to be jun.;·' he (on(umed Jum(df, \0 no purporol 
" in the midll of the firci which he IlImrelf had nifed I and he loA at nnce his (;11.1(0 and hi' pcpuJamy. Mt.n 
Halked each Olher how he, who had, in his firf\ pUblication., dcmolJOocd the founclldon. o( .~J prorcny, coull' 
41 fbuer hJm(eJ( wilh (ho bope of makins me AfrtmJ,ly rcrptd Ihe I" r,pc:rly of "ho clor,,,, In the ,"tnlf n[ 
-4. truth whkh b. uttered they raw bue tho cncs 01 imc:rd\; they oppofed him wi,b Jilt ~'n .rGumt.a I ;\nd tho 

" rcor1• 
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It mu(l be o~ferved, th.lt, through the unexampleJ I'recil'iution which marked the 
proceeaings of the night of the fourtb, fixtecn refolutions of the high.en importaoce 
heing p.lfed in a few hours, mon of which, tingly, would require. the cool deliberation 
of more than a day, affill:ed by milch kn,owledge and Judgment, for its.du e determina. 

tion; os well as from the continu.l diC.trangemcnt of thought .. occafioned by thc ge
M rol clamour and acclamation. it hec;nme extremely difficult for the mon comprehenfi ve 
mind to catch the nature or object of the fubjects which wer.,. unc~ pectedly int roduced, 
~nd hurried through, with l ittle difcuffion or explanation. .The clergy werc reprefented 
by Come os having been in tbi~ ll:ate of blindnefs or igno"nce. wben the que nion in' 
which Lh ey were fo deeply interened, relative to t ithes, was, on that night, btought tor
ward . They had generally conceived. and from the procel-verbal o/\tlle plcceedings of 
t hat night. digoned by M . Freteau. it appears their conceptions were perfect ly 'well
foundecl , that they- were to receive a jun, or. at ·lean, a reafonable pecunll ry compeof .. -
tion , an idea wh lch afforded the. highen gratification to them) as they would therehy be 
r.cleafed frolll that' odious neee/lity. of taki ng tithes 'n kind. whi ch, above all things. they 
wiChed to bo exonerated from, and for that purpofe would I'I'ill ing ly have. fubmitted to no 
fmall fubftraction from t~oir value on the fllppofition .of a commutation. 

• • 
But when they.found it was the intention to d. Cpoi! them of their only means of liv-

iog, and that they were c1ell:i ned to look for (orne undefined compenfation, which was to 
ekpend entirely upon the future degree of ~nevolence that might bappen to operate 
lIpon the nation or alfembly. nothing could exceed their fenfe qf the wrong. or tbeir 
i ndign ation at -the injury: . nor did the contemptuous treatment which the abbe Sieyes 
had j ult eXIl~rienced, nor the clamo ur which was oppofed to their own argumt:nts and 
remon/b:.lnces, nor even the galling ridicule which oecafionaUy intervened, and would 
paCs a fubject-to them much too feri ous for mertiment- olf as. a jell:, at aU deter them 
frow contending rigoroully for their rights. and firmly defending their daily bread. It 
was upon this oeealion that one of tbe country vicars, in the bitternefs of his heart. ad-
drelfed himCelT to the commons..; and calling out with the J)ighell: and moll: marked in-
dignation. a/k.d-" Was it then to devour us, th.t you invited us to join, you in tbe 
name of the. God 'If Prace1OO!" It caotlot be aoubted that a fenf. of their owo con
duCt in abandoll ing the nobility. w ith a recollection of the means ufed to draw thelll< 
to that me.f ur.e. and a galling comparifon bet ween the fraternal embraces, together 

" people, aftonifhcd that .,ref' baving advifod lil& mamcre or tho Bock. he thould wiih t~ pre{crve the fleece, .com. 
It pcllcd aU wHo men to .ck.n~wlcdBe, that tbe ab~ 5ieye. either rea{oned ill in the tribune, or hap rca{ontd ill in 
" hls works. So thIn he dOCClVed two pal-tid at the fame time :-the clotJy, who bad, It 61'1\, only found in him 
' ! a pbilo{ul)hClr under the habit of a prieft,; and the P~ajs- Royal, who only faw a prlcft uudcr d\e cloak. ( hi! .. 
• f £opher."-1Cf11"!!M1 PoIi/lgw.Ni"".IIa1tUIEtau Gmu-.4Jt, tliMlu lUwj.tl." tk 1189, tom. ii. p . .20, 21. 0 a p 0 

~~ J,(6mojro d. Mole Comte d. LaI1,-TolonUl, p. 114.. 
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with the Jhltering title which they h3d fo lately received, and the immediate ingratitu~c 
of thofe very memhers by whom they had becn fo highly commended .nd core!fed, .nd to 
whom they h.d in reality dft"e fuch errenti.1 fervice, mun .Itogether nove ferved to em • . . ~ 

bitter the prefent fcene in the greltea·degree. 
• 

The deh.te, if l contillu. ,1 feene of tumult, noife, .nd ·confuGon, might be allowed ' 
to ufurpth.t n.me, W~s continued through tl.e whole d.y. In v. in did a number of the 
deput iel, who wilhed to put '" end to fo tirefome 3 difcuffion, hy th. t n,Ort mod.ofde
cilion ,Vhich cOl1fiHed only in the counting of heads, Md in wh ich t hey were cere.in of 
a majority.of two or three to one, call loudly .nd repeatedly for the queftron. Tile dif
order IVas too gre.r, and the paffions 011 Doth fides wtre too much in6lmecl, tu .droit of 
the coolnefs and regularity necerrary even for. diviuon; fo that thc buullef. ; I, by 
commoll confent, adjourned to the followiQg d.y. 

• 
The popllior writers not only atlcnowledge, but fcem to mention it '" an in/bnce of 

the aCtivity . nd ability of the leaders on their fide, that the nisht of the fiftl: of Au
glln, which \v.s that imenediltely fueceed ing the debate on tithes, was by no means idly 
nor inefFeCtively fpent. Every engine was fet to work 10,overcome the ohninacy, or to 
mollify the minds of the clergy. Hope, terror, a"c\ O.ttery, were nltern.tely tried, and ' 
each in its turn found a foil fit for itS reception, and , .ccordingly. produced ill proper 
e/fed. The ohjea in view was 10 ohtlin from themfdves a form~I, and, at the fame 
time. an .pparently volunrary furrender of litl;es. In f.a, the clergy could not but fee, 
th.t the union of the nohles and commons .g.inll them enull o( nece/lity render all 
their e/fo rts abortive; .nd it required itO gre.t trouble to determine, whether it w •• not 
better to fubmit with. good grace to an inevit.ble <"il, th.n by. YOin, .nd, "h.t would 
be deemed, a pertin.cious refin.nce, to ex.fpeut" that power 0 11 "hich Ihey Were flill 
dell ined 10 rely (or fupport .nd proleCtion • 

• 
In thefe circumlloncel, and under thefe limilar icop'reffion., Ihe point was gained 

in Ihe courfe of the night; and, at the commencement 01 the fitting on the next mOIn

ing, tbe archbiO.op of Pori., in the n.me of his breth .. n, rurrendered all the t ithe. of 
the church into the hands .of the nation; accompanying the furrender wilh the follow
ing Ihort fpcech: ., LeI he gofpcl be preac~d; let aivine worlhip be celeltrated with 
c'decency and dignity; let the church be provided with virtuous .nd 7.Oa lou. pallors; . 
.. let the poor amongn the people be fuccoured. Thi. is the dellination of our nche. ; 
.. thefe are the objeCts of our mininry, .nd of our wilhes: we trun ourfeivOl, witbout 
" referve, to a Jutland generous nation." This fac,ifice w •• received wilh an ofFeded 

I .cclamation of applaufe, as if .oy one could be per{uadrd th.t it was a (ree .od volun
tar1 gifl, .nd not the elFcll of compullion It was not .n incurious cireurn{lance to 
obferve the fudden change which took place ia the countenance .nd manner of the Ar
Cembly. That body, fo agitated, fa noify, fo t~m\llt\lou, and viol eDt 00 tbe preceding . 

dAy 
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day and night, W2S now'fo c3ltn. fo I'"'''luil and placid. that it was difficult to fuppofe it 
compofed of the fame mc:n,-By rhe Occro., hieh provici, o for the .bolition of tithel, 
""ith a view to ./lift the finances of the cou"try, the Notional A([embly loll an income 
of feventy millions Ine.r , bree million . fierling ) the prod ,'ee of ,he oed.lianical t ithes ; 
~hile the public treafure remained ch'arged w,th the fup port of the clergy; and the cl al. 
of rich proprietaries, who had never been t hought of during the .'ifcu./lion. gained in part 

what was loll to the church ', 

In 'the fame fining of the fixth of Augnll, while rhe ACfeonbly was employed in re
ducing in to the form of decrees the hally refulutions of the lourtb, /VI, Mou n,er obfer
ved. th.t if the redemption of feignorial rights were jun 01 d ufeful to the nate, it would 
he unjl1n to .110Iilh , without 3n indemnification, Ihofe fcu,lal rights and duties, which 
I'eprefented the rights of main-morte and perfonal {«vice, Such a meJfure, he con
ceived. was cal;;ul ated to gi ve birth to numberlefs law-fuilS. and to invade the facred 
righlsl()f property. which hi. innruClions ordered him to 'defend. Bat when he ottempt

.ed to .fcelld the tribune. he was prevented (rom proceeding hy the ind«ent chonours of 
, the.A([elllbly, who feemed to dread the ef\eCl. of ca lon uel iheration and cool d,fcu ffi on. 
M, Mounier told tbe prefidenl, that it would be a (u/!ici~nt jullification for him to his 
connituent,. if he could prove to th.on that he had exerted hi. utmoll cEorls to (uI6! 
their inllruCtions; for which pUlpor. he req ur lled. that the A([emhly would either hcu 

, him, or form.lly declare that they would not hear him, I\t lellsth, the m.jority, 
afhamed, prohal.Jy, 01 the ~'oc<edi ng . fulte red him to fpeak. He accordongly began by 

.exprdlillg his fatosfatlion at the redemption of the feignorial rights; but he obferved. 
t har, in order to eft ,bli Ol on a folid bafl, the happinet. of a nation, not the f'mallc1\; de
vi ~ tion from the ru les of i"ftice fhould be tolerated . that, hitherto, prctcriptio. had, 
for, the peace of fociety, h~cn deemed a legitimate means of acquifltion; thall il. man 
had been polfclred of quit- rents charged upon enat", for more tllan ' a century. whatever 
might be the origin of thefe len ts, they had indifputably become the p>trimollY 0 his 
family; th.t. in fucceffions and acquifi t ions, the value of elhtes, fo charged, bad ever 
been calculated according to the income' it produced when the quit-rents were deduCt •• !; 
that perfonal fervice having becn ahnoft general throughout E urope. alld the j."fs haveng 
been attached to the foil . wlllch often belongrd exclulively to the lord, many ,ranch,te
menu had taken placc, where perfonJI fervice had been commuted for quit-rents; and 
• 
that no inconvenience could poffibly arife from deebti ng all fuch rents, charged u!,on 
eOate" rodeemable ; without which, many familie, would be expofed to ruin. But t h~fe 
obfervations, j ull and re.fonable as they were, had no elIi Cl: on the Afi'embly. who re
jeCted his demand ' . 

l Journal Politique, "c. tom. ii, P. 20. 
~ Export dolo Condllite d, M. Mouni, .. , dan. I'AII"cmbl.o N. tionAl" p.~, as, 

Though 
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Though many of the clecrees (~'med in confequence of the refolution. of the fourth 
of AUIlUIl wcr~ IlI l:hl f.l"tary and j ull, yet the proceedings altogether laid the found.
t ioD 01 a change Co ,mllollaM in the iAte",.1 polity of the kingdom, that it m.y, per
haps, be a matter o( doubt ,vhether. upon the who ,they arc to be conliderod .s having 
a beneficial ten"ency, or.'$ prooudng an d~.Cl of a contrary nature. That th mem
bers had gleally exceeded their pow<rs, I • f.Cl n t to be controverted; .nd!h,t the fpirit 
of anllilllialion was c.rri.d too f.r, feems equ.lly ""ruin; neither the wifdom no r the 
patriotifm at" dell roying the rights which conllitutcd the condition by which ceruin 
prov inces wei e annexed to the trown, is (0 confpicuous a. the Alfembly feem to have 
imagined; and the prop,;tty of abolilhing the provincial Ilates may .Ifo ad mit of confi
der.ble dou br. All Ihe ,nclcnt fyllellls of th~olpgy and the fchool., lager her with 
the canon, political, .nd ccc.lefiallic.1 bodics of I.w, were [wept .way lIke cobweb. I as 
were. with fri ll greater cafc, all the claims or fuppofed right. oC the court of Rome, and 
all f<e. or taxes paid for it were for cv~r aboliflled '. In a word, every thing changed its 
allcient form and afpeel. 

• 

In the mode. too. of effi:Cling this change, more zeal than wifdom was ceruinly dif
Illayed; lor fo intent were the alfcmbly 011 tht r~formation of abufes, Ih, t they did not 
lIay to adopt thofe previous regulations ,.hich are cver necelf.,y in the. helition of an
cient cullom ••• lId the remov.1 of allcienl prejudic". W. are apt to behold the worbof 
our anceflors with. degree of revcronce whicl\ renders us blind to t"cir imperf.Clion ••• 
hence we flludder at the daring hand of innovation, when it endea vours to delDolilh the 
beloved fabrics, ere the perfuaGve lOngue of rca fan ha, attempted to convince us of their 

'defeCls. B efides, the fupprefli6n of rights, enjoyrtl by our ancefiors. and by them lranf
mitted to ourrelves, wears an appearance of tyranny which difgufi. and alarms, unlefe 
we are given to expeCl fame fuitable recompence, or are uught, by argument, Ihe ne

uffity of the lacrifice. 

1t has alfo boto obfervcd roo, by men of flHewd obferYJtion, that however brilliant
the generous enthufiafm of the fourth of Augull appeared, and whatever honour the 
greatell fac!;ilices <)lade by Ihe nohihty and clergy to the people can felTed on the parties, 
yet that this new met hod of hall.tly p.ffing the moll important law. by acclamation, 
was fraught with mucll Inconvenience and evil; that it took away trom that refpeCl. 
fIom that opinion of wirdom, which ever Ihould .ttend the proceedings of a great deli
berative alfembly; more particul3fly the prefent, engaged as il WOS in the Ilioll .rdIlOU' 
ulk. which any limil.r bqdy of mell had ever aJ1~mtd to themfelves, that of comClin&, 
all th. abuf.s .ccumulated in the courfe of a long feries of pall ages, and of Cr:unjng a 

, By lb. fOI'Pnomon of -..In It w .. csl"'~.d 10 dlmllillb Ill,!,,,. II\JlIW incom., 10 the WOODlot 0 ..... hon_ 
ked ",,4 tbltI, Ibo.w.d (>OlUIcIs 1lcrlins. 
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' n wand perfea conil:itution for lhe government of a gre~t -and powerful empire, 0 $ if it 
Ilad now bet n only commencing its exillence. They mai~toioe , that one eirential laW' 
cooUy-palTed in favour of the people, marked with irs proper charotlerillics of dU,e deli_ 
beration, difC1llIion, and enqui.y, womtl haye producetl better clrcCls upon their temper 

":Ind difpofition, .nd infpired ' them with high er ftotiments of gratitude, than tloe whole 
.bundle of laws thus precipitately hurri ed tltrough by the voice of clam our and accla
mation, That fueh • torrent or benefits pouring upon them >t once was 'more calculated 
to turn their heads, to loofeo ,11 the b3nds o f fubordinJtion, to eradicate ev ery fenfe of 
their rcfpcCliye duties, and to ind,fpofe (hem to eyery form of goycrnment \Vh.tcvcr, 
th an to render them good d tiz.ens, and ufeful members of foc.iety in thei r proper fph ere 
of life, That thefe I.ws Ihould h.ye be<:n promulgated, .nd thefe benefits imp.rted, 
grodo.lly, to gi Ye them proper e/feCl:. and th erehy to ren~them ufeful ; but th.t, in 
the prefenr ill-chofen feafon of p. ffin g the one, and no lefs ill judged mode of dilpenfing 
the oth~r, the ~eople mull certainly .fcribe th em ei ther to a fu ,lden paroxyfm of f~ar or 
'madnef.; ::nd t.h,t, under this imprellion, their gratitude on the one hand, and n11 tbe 
,good clfeCl, which were hoped to proceed from thefe prodigious conceffions, on the other, 
would be equally fuperfeded, They farther inGlled, th.t, independently of all extrinfie 
'<onfider.tions, fo important and fo il\trjc.te a hody of laws, \VII,iel. went to change the 
whore law nhd policy of the nation, to difarrange or difpofe of near half Its property, 
and to dr~w eternal lines of demarcation between the rights and claims of the rich .nd 
,the poor, the great and the fmall, requi'rtd, whether with regard to their liabili ty, or to 

o 
the charaCler of the I.gillators, th at none of them feparately, much lofs the whole. /hould 
haye been p.lfed; without deep thought, calm delib~ration. !ong difeuffion, clofe enquiry 
into faCls and confequences, and a vigC'rous exertion of human forefight in looking to 
poffi~le or probable e/feCls, 

The eyent \V.s fuch as might naturally haye been expeCled : the nobil ity and clergy in 
-the pmvinces, (eel ing no port of the entbufiafm which operated on thei r_brethren upon 
the fourth of Aug~ ll, and being, on the contury, in the highefi degree irritoted by the 

,cleynllotion and rui n wh ich they were enduring, were much dillati. fied with, and very 
generally condemned the eonducSl of th~ i r delegates, in e~ceeding the powers cont.(nr:d 
in their m.ndates, by thus hallil y [acrifieing their rights and property, without their con
<urrence, and without obtaining the fmallell fecurity, either prerent or future, fot their 
perfon., or for \Vhateyer 1\ill remained of their poirellions, On the other h olDd, the illi
terate peafantry, h.ving receiyed only very imperfeCl accounts, and forming very, con
{ufed ide.s of what h.d [',!fe.1 in the AlTembly, yet the mixture of truth aDd lallhoOO 
'Which leJched them, that the feudal fyllem was entirely overthrown; aU privileges and , . 
dillinaion,s between men for ever aboli/hed; that aU open lands were the property of 
"he n.tion (by which tbey undcrllood tlltmjtlves) with th.t odd it ion, which was rcceiyed 
more greedily dIan any other, that no rcnl$ were ;n future to be paid; tbcfo thing., they 

, thol/ghf, 
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'thought, Tlot only ~lForded a full junine.tion of their p.ft violence, but fufficient.u ho
'rity for Its continuance; nor is it much to be wondned .t that Ih<) Olould confider thefe 
ofudden and extr3ordin,ry benefits os the e/Fe61: of their own outnges. Under this per-

, '[n,fion the people, who, it was maintai ned by·one party in the All'embly, would be ap
peafed by thefe numeroa. f. cnfices. and for whofe future good belllviour the count de 
'Canellane, the vifeount de N o.i ll es, and the dulce d'Aiguillon, pledged themfelvea, be. 
'C.me more infati.te in their demJntis, and feroc ious in thei r .61:'0111:-The prefent epoch 
being diflingulnlOd by Olore con A.grations of gentle,n cn'a feat s. 2nd the commiffion of 
lnor. murders throughout the kingdom. The All'embly nboli/hed a part of the fe ud . 1 
'rights-the people fet Jire to all the archives and title-deeds; the All'embly elf.eed the 
difli nClions of birth-.m! the people m.ll'acred , the nobles I the Arremhly decreed the 
dellraClioll of pccuniary pTivilege., and the equal diflribut ion of imPOnl-and the people 
refufed to p.y .ny impofla.t .11'. So thot the people, armed with the execiltiv. power. 
have invari.bly exceeded the decree. of the A(l'embly; ,nd hove ineelI.nt ly .t1eeided, hy 

faB, what the A!rembly hove ende,voured to diabliO, hy l.w;- thul, the pcol,le foon 
began to confider the Affembly as timid , nd cont"mptible ; and to pay no more orten
tion to thei r dccr~es, tiun to the king's orders • 

• 
Some fevere I,ws were, indeed, p.(l'ed, at the infl igation of M. D upon t, member for 

Nemours, (whofcaree'y fulfered 3 da y to paCs without renewing his eli'ons for thot purl. 
pofe, until he ,ecomplifh~ hi. obje6l:s ) fo ... f"l'l'r effing the diford.", and puniOling the 
olfenders; but they , not being fupportcd with vigo ur, and no proper force affigned for 
'C.rrying them into executron, pl'O'1uC'td but little elfeCi s. The prol"iet .. ie., howeyer, 
Qt length, whofe fupinen.fs hitherto had been > matter of general a(toniO,ment, took up 
arm,s in their own defence, and checked the barbaroua r ... gea of the peaf,ntry~ To thi. 
late difeoyered vigour on their fide R,Oaud de S.int Etienne .ttribute. the fal. ation of 
France; for he obferves, th.t that clafs of men who had nothi ng to lo(e, and every thing 
to gai n, in the confuGon of ~evolutions, was thereby deterred frOID all'embling ' • 

• 
As a:\ appearance of forlle tronquill ity and good temper now preyailed in the c urr Ind 

A!rerobly, th~ king ventured to .p~oint a new miniflry. The great feal was given to 
lhe archbifuop of nnurde~ux; the nomination of bene fie .. 10 the archbilbop of Vrenne ; 
the wu depmment w •• eomrmtted to M. du Ia Tour du P in; while tbe counta de S.int 

• 
4 Jo\n'na\ Polillque, p. 24 . . 

'J 1111 difficulf1 or {lIl'Prcffin, Jifotdcn WIS, or CO\lrle, con(uJerably enhanced, by the injudicious abolhion 01 
{'p/GI tribuml • prClviou to che infthlltion 'Of otber couru, fur Ihe (reedy admlniRralluli o( juflico. The bin,. 
'fuPPleffion of Ihe rish" ortho chafe ardod. pretext for the molt (criCKJ. outra, I Iho pme bcfolm •• COm$M 
pre, J and, in lh' p"nui t, e\'Cn lb, OXlTOmc ntCCm,je of the klD,dom wero dUro,1J drd, J tbo ttaacUn, corD WM 

0.10100 down •• ~ dc1l:rorld. 
• £n,htb tran1l3.t.io't1, p. J06, 
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,Prielt ond de Mo!\tmorin, wh.o had been rec:llled with Neckar. were reinlhted in their 
former office.. The three form er w~re lllemGers of the Alfembly, but th ey forbore ro fit 
or vote there aft~r t,/1eir appointment. The Alfeml>ly expreffed great fatisfaCtio'n at the 
choice of thofe mininers, which the king had immediately communicated to t:h~m by 
letter. 

It happened, unfortunately, that tile fame evil , which had already proved fo faul to 
the kill1\' a"d 'to his adminillrations, Itill continued to pref. upon th e executive govern 
ment with greuter weight than it had ever done before. The pa,ymeor of tloe ta.e.--owing, 
chiefiy, to the injudiciom declarat ion of the Affembly on the fubjeCt of ,t he .. i ~i ng 
impoO.-being ge nerally re fufed or evaded in moll parts of the kingdom, there was no 
money to fuppor! government, or carryon the public buranefs. I n this Itate of things 
the new min illers demanded an audience of the Allembly, ,when the Mchbilhop of Dour
d.aux-as keeper of the feals-add relfed them in the following terms: 

• 

« While the reprefentati ve. of the nation, happy in their confidence ill tHe fovere~n • 
.. and in his paternal reliance on their affeCtion , are employ~d in ellahli O,inl>, on a per
.. manent baras, the felicity of the country-that country is agitated and con vu lfed, and 
.. au univerfal conOen atiou prevails • 

.. Whether refentment of the various abt>fes which the king wi/hes to have reformed, 
, ' , 

.. and which you dt rare to profcribe for ever, has led the peop le afiray ; whether the 
.. an nuncialion o( an univerfal rege neration has /haken the different powers 01) which 
' I depends the exifienee of focial order; whether paffions hoflile to our ' felicity have 
.. !hod their malignant in8uence over the empire; or whether from any other caufe; the 
.. truth is, gentlemen, tbot the public order and tranquill ity are difiurbcd IU olmofl: 
.. every part of the kingdom. \ 

.. You well know, gentlemen, tb.t all property: is violated in the provinces; the 
.. hands of incendiaries have ravaged the habitations of the citizens; the torms of juf
.. tice are laid .fide, and aas of violence and profcriptions fubilitu,ted in th';r place • 
• , In fom~ !lOfts the very crops on the ground have been threatened with deftruCtion • 
.. and even the hDptS of the people nipped in the bud. Wherever depredations liave ' 
.. failed of th: ir effeCt, terror and alarm ~.ve been indull:riou!ly diffeminated. Linn. 
.. liD/lfntfl remains Wilho"t ref/rain I; th. laws without force; th. triblltlilis withoul aflivity: 
.. difolation hasJPread over a part of Franc., and lerr or has jtiztd the Wllbl,. CDm" .. ru 
« and i.duj1ry dr. [UIPendtd; and Ihe afylums if pi.fy can no long ... afford prbteflion againJl 
~ . the 11Iurd.rous attempts of '!IIaJ!iIZS." . - • 

,After this dreadful reprefcntation \If the "np"nijb.d 7 crimes which defolated the king-

~ Hi1loirc de ja R'evolutioll dc1789; lOIII. ii. p. 303. 
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dom; 
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dom ; ~fter baving tupplic~ted the Aa;embly, in tbe king's name, to accelenle the com," 
pl.tion of their great and important Iaboars ; after having entroated them 10 adopt fueh 
coercive , meafure, as lhould appear to them nccenary for patting a liop 10 fo m.ny dif. 
orders, .nd having .lI"ured th em of the king's CQncurrence- and f.nCtion, he obferved, that 
M. Neckar would immediately I.y before tbem the troe liate of the finances. 

Th.t minin.r accordingly reprefenled, that, on his re-entrnnce into olliee, he had only 
foood in the rreafury four hundred tbooCand livrcs. p~rt in cafu, .nd part in note. of the 
CailI"ed' Efcompte: that thc difference between the revenue and the current e.penee. 
wa. enormous, .nd the na/iDnal <red it a""ib,lated: that ;t h.d been necetruy, hOINevcr, to 
cond~ the public buliocfs without betraying al'y appearance of dinreCs. until the time 
when the National AlI"embly Ihould lay the found>tion of permanent order: that the ar, 
rival of that period had heen protraCted, and, at the fame time, the xtr3ordin.ry ~x' 
JlCnccs .nd une.peeled diminution. which had Inken place in the produce of the r venue 
had .ogmentcd the pecul)iary embarralI"menu of the Ii.tc:-Among tl, fe ::xpenc .. and 
d falcations. he mentioned the immenCe fapplies of corn which the king had ueen 
obliged to procure for the kingdom : the extraordinary works .bout Paris for the purpofc 
of givillg Cabunance to twelve thoufand 1'00", -.yho were p.id for their I.bour at the rate 
of twenty fols. day; the redu8ion of the price of f.lt to one 113lf, in Cevcr I plaeu, 
oec.lioned hy the audacity of fmuggle." who introduced th.t article .nd tohaceo ope",. 
ly. and under the efcOrt of troop. of armed men: the defu08ion ,of many of tbe b.r, 
ricrs; the pillnge of the cufrom-houCe. : the difperlion of the reginers; the obliruGlion. 
to the colleCtion of duties: and .he refuCal to pay the t.xes,-Having thus expoCed the 
dreadful frate of the finances, he delired the Atrembly" in the king's n.one, to fauCtiou Il 
loan of thirty millions of livre., to f.ti.fy the eng.gcments and inevitable eXJlenee. of 
the Ii.te for tIVO months, by which time he preCumed thot the I"Onfiitution would be 
1:oml'leted, or, at le"l\. far adv.nced. He e"preered hi. opinion of the impropriety of 
tempting the monied men, by the oHer of an high illtereil; and propofed th~ 010'1 five 
per cent. thould be .1J0wed. Afterdet. iling the mean. of~ecommodating the lenden by 
fixing the 113ture :\Od fiabitity of their feeurities, he fuggened the ide. of publilhing a lin: 
of the perCon. who fh ould fubfcribe to this patriDtic loan, and of inferting it in the re

giners of the Alrembly • 

.. You ",ill oot, gentlemen," _porfued the miniller-" refuf. to fnnaion this l.:In. 
" Severo) of your nundat.s have doubtlefs required tb.t yoo, lbould withhold your con, 
" fent from aoy impeli or lo.n until the eonfLitution lbouJd be fettled ; but could they 
.. poffible foreCee the difficulties which have rcurd d your labours I could they forer. 0 

" the unrxa ... plcd revolution whicb has ul:.()1 p).ce within the \ail three week. I Cc.uJd 
.. your conflituents m.l:.e themfd.c. heard, tl.y lYould exeIJim-Sa.e the lIate I rave 
.. the country; you are accountable for opr peace, fOI our bappioeCs I-And, gentlemorr, 

Uu!l , "bow 
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.. how mueh i. pur rc{ponuhility increafcd, now that the gOlJt,'nmtnt har no long" alll 

.. POW", ann that you alone arc polfelfcd of the few mean. th.t remain for reulling th e 

.. !iorm !-A. for me, 1 h ... ve fulfilled my tsIk ;} have mode you acquainted with th~ 
.. true Ctate of affairs, and whatever me:Uure. you may adopt, it is my duty to rcfpe6\: 
.. YOllr opinions, 3l)d to give you, to the lall moment, proof. of my zeal and devotion." 

After expatiating, in n very affeaing mlnner, on the cabmitie. of the kingdom, M. 
Neclcar deemed it Ilceelrory to ofUr fome topics of confol~tion, at t he concluuon of his. 
fpcech, which be tcrmenated with thefe word.: 

" NotwithCtanding the evil. we experience, the kingdom is fiill entire, and rhe union
.. of knowledge and ulents may fertilize the germ of profrerity. Let no one,. then, 
,- either in this alrembly, or in the kingdom, lofe courage. The king fees the truth; 
'0' the king withes to promote the general good; his fubjech have preferved for hi. per
.. fon a penchant, ' wbieh the returo of nalional trollq'uillity will fortify and augment • 
.. Let us, therefore, gentlemen, give ourfelves up to the enjoyment of th~ h.ppy pro
.. fpea fiill to be difeeroed. A day, perhaps, will come, when, in the midll of thofe 
t< {weets which rational freedom and undivided conlidence alford, the French nation will 

• 
.. elface from her reeolleaion thefe times of calamiry I and, while /Ile.enjoy. the bene-
.. fits wulring from your generous elforu, the will never, in her elfulions of gratitude 
." omit tbe name of a monarch on wholll, as III token of your affeCtum, you have recently 
.. cOllferred fuch a gloriou. ttle." 

The (petch of the min iller was followed by the applaufe of the Alrembly ; and M. de 
'Clermont-Lodeve, co.nvinced, by his reprefentations, of the urgent necdlity of applying 
ati imt".diate remedy to the pecuniary dillrelres of the Ctat moved that A,e fum re
quired thould be inllanlaneoully granted. But lbat Afrembly, which had fo . recently 
voted awa). millions by a~c1amation, and changed, as it were, the wbole internal polity 
of ~he kingdom in one night, had, on a fudden, becC?me fo extremely prudent, cautious,. 
and circumfpect, Ihat they refufed to vote a fum thus comparatively trifting, without due 
deliberation, and ferioes difcuffion. lp the firll inllance, indeed, the objeas of a ;arl] 

, were to be nccomplithed; in the I.n, the public gD.d alone was to be confulted. M;ra~ 
beau, who Has of courfe extremely unwilling to afford thit .lIinance to the nate wbic'" 
could in any degree tend to the rellor.tion of order, and by that ml;3nl interfere with the. 
{chemes oi his patron, nigmati""d a ... a vile fl.ve," and even threatened with pro
(cription', the member who mane the motion; while the Alfelllbly calmly fubmitted to 
this daring invaliot) of the freedom of d~b.te, this {eandalous violation of decency ... 
'l;he mall, who r~j Cled, in the mon. politive terms, the authorities of imperati,e man-

! iJlpoU d. Ia CODdlllt. d. M, MO\II1lcr, p.:l'-
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~tes, an'd alTl: rted the independence and omniporence of tbe AR'embty, MW maintain"d 
the neceffity of appealing to their conllituents, for their fan ion to a monlh!, Yote of 
credit., The nccellity of .dhering to thofe inlliu<'lions which they had [aJ" 'n 10 ob

,ferve, now . cknowledged, though generally denied, by Mirabelu, W.1I indeed founded Oil 
t he-ancient laws .nd cufioms of the mO:l.rchy ; but if 3ny occalion could juillfy. dc
portllre from the ftri<'l rul e of adberence, it was ceruinly the prefent, when a lI.t ion,l 
bankruptcy, which the ALrcmbly h.d deprecatcd ill fuch Ilrong terms, as ev~n to forhid, 
under the fevcrell penalties, the utterance of the word" would be t he probable con f • • 
quellce of refufal or delay: and when, .s M. de Lally abferved, an implicit obe." ellce to 
the letter of the inllruClions, would oper.te in conrrodiClion to the fpiri t o( them, Ii"c ... 
Itey cou ld not OIuer the deputies to m:lke • confiitution (or a fociety, which, without 
this loan, could no longer exift '., 

The eonfideration of the queAion w s, .t length, rc(erred to.the commi!tee of finance~ 
whofe chairm,lIl , the duke d'Aiguillon: m.de his report to the houfe: on the r lIowing 
day. He .cknowledged the neeellity of the loon, but declared his opinion, Ih>! the 
nUliMa/loan Iload in no need of fubfidiary me.ns,31 there could not ~e • doubt but th3&
every defeription of citi7.Ons would 7.O.lou/ly hallel\ to advance the fum required It, 

Under this perfll.fion, the lo.n was .dopt~d; but, relying on he p.triotic ze~1 of the 
citizens, .11 tbofe inducements which M. N""kor had holden out to fubfcribers were 
omitted, and the intereft reduced to four and a h.lf per cent. The con(equellce was fuch, 
as might naturally have been eXlJcCled; people refufcd to P3rt with their money, where 
the fecurity was doubtful, and the terms were difprn,ortioned to tbe rilk, fo th.t the /lAtc 
was lcft in the fame emborralred fitu3tion as before. 

Nor war the immedi.te fuilure to procure the neceLr~ry relief to govemment tfjp worn. 
confequ.nce of the mifcondu<'l of Ihe ALI'embly on this occalion. l n the courfe of t~.: 
~eb3tes on the fubjeCl, their power to pafs a VOte of credit "'.s frequenlly caUed in quef. 
tioo; .nd M . C.mus moll injudicioully, if not dejigntlJIy, intimated that the in terell due 
to the credimn of the lIate could not be exempled from the cfrca of tbe general refol u . 
tion, that every fpedes of property Ihould be {ubje<'l to t.utiOIl , Thus if a determi
n.tion h~" been adopted I exert every effort to dilIu.de mell of property from 1l.lIding 
forward in re icC of the ftate, the fcheme could not bave fucceeded more comple.tly. 
Belide" the confidence which the nation had hitherto repofed in M. Neekar could not but 
be .ffeCled by t he want of co'!fidtntt in their OWn minillec, difplayed by the Alfembly •• 
ill rejeCling hi, fcheme, thougb they had fo oflell ex tolled his abilities and integrity, In • 

• Hil\oire do la Rev('.ullOa de 1789, tom,ii. p. &)2.. j I. See PIKU J":Itfiu'",,,,.J.' che ond 0.£14. dOl 
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aeg'ree wpich appr~ached ' to the hyperb~le. Thi. condua d,ew a ,legree of unpopulari. 
ty, and even of odium, UpOll the N.tional Affemhly, which it did not eafily 'III ke off; 
for, as Necbr did not fcruple publickly to vindicate himfdf, the whole bbme l1.turally 
fell upo n that body, who wc~e accufed of having paid him a ferv lle hOOlage, and Iavilbed 
~xpreffions of confidmce which their fubfequent condua contradi6ted ; t hey were like
w\fe charged with having demanded his recall and frufr,ated his fehcmes, from one and 
the f:lme motive-that of difplaying th eir own power, or thwarting the will or their 
Sovereign'" 

, 
'Having found it impoffi~le to procure mon~y on their owh terms, and the n<cC/lities of 

the Il.te every hour encrealing, the Aff<mbly, at length, permitted Nechr to prefcribe 
fu ch conditions a. in h is opinion would prove cffeaual, for raifilTg 3 loan of eighty mil
lions of livres, at live per cent. 011 the cred it of the affcmbly. But the feeds of mill,ufr 
were 100 wiMiy diITeminated; the fortuonte moment had been imprudently fuffered to 
efcape, and could not h. regained; although tIle propof.ls were fuilici.n t ly all uring, the 
fubfcripti9n advanced too 1I0wly to produce. the deu red effea, and, in line, was not half 
filled. In Ihe mean time, a fcheme f,,, promQting aDd recei ving patriotic contributions 
was adopted ; and, like other novelties' in th:lt country, rlged for a time with th e violence 
of an epidemic diforder. Sil,-., buckles and gold rings were the moll common con
tributions. to the AlI'embly ; fo that, in a/ew days, not a lilver I.uddc was to be feen, 
nor, probably, many weddillg rings to tie found any where in or near Paris. The N ation.l 
'Affcmbly the",felves, in one of thole fu dden fits of enthuli.fm, to which they were fo 
:li.bJ. , difm.ntied all their own /hoes in • m6ment. Such was the rage of fa/hion, while 
it'1alled, that the poorell people, even thofe who, if they did not fubull upon common 
charily, were but littl e ren oved from fuch a /latc, prefented their offerings, The' I<lIV
~II., as well 3S the h igher order of counez.ns were eminently dillinguilhed for their Ii. 
beral ity on ~hi s occa fi op ; and the wages of profrit utioll were deemed accept.ble obl.tions 
at the /hrine of patriotifm !-A mor.e difgraceful meafur., with refpea both to the n.

· tion and themfelve., was Curely never adopte<j hy any body of men in limil.r circ~,n-
fiances! II 

, Meantime the king :lnu queen, being reduced to a Ilate o~abfolute poverty, according 
'to M. Neck .. , wt.rc obliged to fend their gold and tilver pIa e to the mint, to be convert
ed into urrell t coin for the relief of their immedi.te oeceffitie •• 

-
It fo on 'ppoared, and might h.ve beene.fily forefeen, that the patriotic donations lVere 

.totally incapable of extricating the Ilate from its pecuniary emb.rral!'lnents, which were 

, , 

. 
!' Me"' .• lre d. U. dcl.a1ly, TQle.daI, p. tl8 • 

• 
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anoo vaa. magnitude to be.tat ill 'affeaed hy foeh trilling'reCourcer; fo that the d""g 
of", puhlic banleruptcy, and of a total ceT.ti 11 of a11'. the operations of government, 
could not fail to imprefs th! mind o f every friend to his country wi ,!, the moll feriour 
appr.honGons ; the taxes heing .Imoll en tirely u"Pft1'JoC!ive, ant! no means ,ppeoring for 
fupplying their phce with 'n adequate foh llitu te. It was in this Illte of extreme diffi
culty, when the gre.tn!'f, o( the neceflity foclUeu .Imoll to .ff;" ,1 a fJnebon to nny tIIea
fure that might he purfued for obtaining rel'ef, that Neckor ventured to rropofe to the 
Airemh!y a fcheme for a fupply, which the holdell mininer th,t ever IiveJ, "'hi in the ' 
moa defpotic government, woul d perh,aps have hefitated at .,Iopting. This wa. no
thing leCs then the extraordi nary contribution of the fourth part of •• eh m.n " e,r1y 
reyenue, to be paid at different Ihted periods during the courfe of three yean. The ef
t im.te of each mao's income, and confequetltly th e amount of the fUlu which he wa. 
to contribute to the l1ote. bei ng lofr to his own honour. 

• 
It was.certainly a fing\llor cafe, th at" tax, allllolt without example in th e moll arbi-

trary governments, fhould have been paired by a body of men, not only highly rep\\bli_ 
can, but who openly avowed themfe lves th e airertors of liherty . Bot it mull he confi
dered, on the other hand, that tbey were already \,.,bouring under great and geQeral 
odium on account of the failure of Ncckar's /ira fcheme for raifing money by a 103n, 
which was entirely and juiUy charged to their injudiciou. and wanton interference in 
the bulinefs. At ~he fame time, inllant bankrupl'Cy, with all its fat,1 confequence., was 
naring them full in the face : and if trey rejeCled the prefent plan, th ey would make 
themfelves thereby refponfibl. for all the rvil, that might enfue. It is remarkable, th.t 
the arguments ufed by Mirabeau, 00 this occalion, wMC'di reClly contradiCtory to thofe 
which he had adduced in oppolition to the firll- loan. He then «proh. ted the ide. of ' 
voting by acclamation, whereas he now deprecated all difcuffion and delibel',tion : he ex
h~>rtcd the Alfembly to repole an unl imi ted confidence io the miniller I tel ling them 
that by accepting his propofitions, and by railing him to a kind of prolJijionary diflalor
./hip. they would <lifcharg. Iheir duty as citizen, and reprefenmives ot the nalion "_ 
Whether this change' was owing to an idea. th.t the prefent fcheme for railing money 
was more objclliMabi. then the former, and lefs likel y to ye produflilJ', or wher~er he 
yeally felt any repugo""ce at the obltru&10ns he had before thrown in. the way of the 
miniaer's plan, or d,eaded the Jors of his own popularity, it is not ror us to determine. 
It was too late now for the Airembly to reBeC!, thaI much of the public dif\refs pro
ceeded from their own extraordinary declaration, which taught the people to conlider all 
the prefent taxes al illegal, frotJ) the circum!hnce of their not being impofed by their 
reprefentatives. ' 

!' HiJIoire ~.Ia R ... I.ti.~ <It 1789/lOm,oili, p, 17!. 
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.Nothi~g was, h"wcver, left' ,done by the A/fcmbly •• which could tend to r~nder this \ 

!fcheme of f!lpply palpable; a : y.l preY~'Il t its ,{[wning the 'od i~s apJ'ell.t ion of a tax, • 
it Wat reprefemed entirely as a patrioti~ contribution or donati n. "]3ut the ddficulty 
'th.~ naturallynrofe from thiG pitifullllode of tCIll'poriting. fo mu'ch-beneath the dignity 
of" legiJl.ti.vc<body. was this-that tlie means which IV!"e aclpl'ted to ... cmove the unpo
pulari ty and even oJiu m that, fronl the difpof'tl0n of the pepple. it \Va~ cvid~n t mull at
tend fuch a meafure. were calculated to lender it unproduClive. ami to deuroy the efF .. & 
it was ihtended 10 'promote. Contidered as a tax, it was deemed oppre1li ve; and as a v?_ 
~wltary conrributton futile. In .ain did the A fremhly pafs an .ddr.fs 10 the ..... tion, Ilat
ing the n(ee IT,tv of great IfJcrificeS"in cafe of great ,emerg.ney. N either this exho"ta
t ion, nor th e Jc.now,ledge that ,the fehem e origi nated with Neebr, could .pre"ent !' great 

'>!umher of thofe who \vcre expofcd to its effeCl, from contidering this decree as the re
flllt of a combination. formed hy men without property, to fhip thofe who nill retained 
~ny. of Ihe lall faithing lh; y po([dr •. d. For, the ·ex.,oIJ,I. bei ng once fet, of fhus par
'[i.lly ~a,\ing a p.rt of the community, ' .nd condemning them to bear ;.11 the burthen. of 
the Ilate. it Was .iked, wlto courd pretend to define the extent to which the injllry al,d 

, ;«)ppremon might be carri ed onder the fanCli on of fuell a precede n~; 'efpecially as all 
po .. er was loc\ged. and liahle to eonti~ue. in the h~nds ofthofe very men whoo had com
'initted th e original wrong ~ If fbt. neccffity was pleaded as the colour or prcten"ce, they 
obferved, th at j[ was at bell the plea only of tyrants ; and that the fame preteclee wquld 
anfwer the -fame purpofe, while they h3(~,.ny thiog left to lote. If the total failure o~ 
"the cufi01nary taxes was , brought as al) argument, the quellion was readily put, why the 
peop le were aimed to refift their payment, until better, or, at leaft. other taxes were pro
vided, to furply the deficiency / They faid, that the la}lded proprietors had already facri
need a great 'P.t't of their rights and property to tM publ ic good; th.t another contider

.ab1e pOrliort; had been totally dellroyed. by the cruel devan.lions commited on tlleir 
bou es and eOates, hy thofe very people on whom they were lhowering'bene6ts ; and that 
no w. in the f. , fon of their humiliation and diJlrefs, fcareely ~reath i l1g from the horrors 
,and ruin wh ich they had experienced, to condemn them \0 the fupport of all ' the ex
pences of t,he n~f1on, was a meafure of fuch injuftice and cruelty, as to be without ex-

• 
l\Ill p,le in .11 the at)nals of t i ran ny. Nor did the fanguine and a~ive part whieh Mira-
'beau had token in pa1ling this deer.ee, fcrve in any degree to lelfen tbefe impreffions, or 
to render the meai'u.e more acceptable. Dpon the \tbo)e, nothing had yet talten place 
iu the coul'fe-ofthe Revolution, wbich rerved fo much to embitter Ihe minds of men, to 
incr.afe the animotity ~n~ mali gnity of parties, and whreh through the violence of their 
'c olli 0 11 produced !lIch unfortunate and difgraceful cOllfequenees, as thi. meafure of 
~allial t.x.;Ition.. , 

• 
. 

DIl ' ii'll: t"rre .1T0rts to ".Heve the dillrelTes oec.lioned °bv dIe difordered fuae of Ibe 
,nmllceS-" I reh IW~ up acollfiderablc jpact of , time-the National 4'\JI"cmbJy wert bu-

- ~ . . 



• • • • , 
-, 

1789.] LEWIS THE SIXTEENTH. 

f'ly occupied in formin different p~rts of the new connitution; ~nJ, as they were de. 
termined to prove, that they were wholly unconfined by the lh~~kles of precedellt, and 
their proceedings ullhiarred by the co,;du8 of the Srates·General of the kingdom, con. 
vened in former periods of the monorchy, they ."folved to begin oh OfiO. hy • dccl.duioll 
of the rights of man . On this fubje8 the Alfelnhly bewildered themfelve, in the laby
rinth of3hfl ra8 q\lcniolls and ,nctaphylical difquilitiolls. La Fayette, who had .dopted 
h is political pri nciple. in Alnerie., prefented a decbralion, which W3S an epitome of all 
t hofe that h.d hecn adopled hy the difFere"t members of the Unitea St3t<l. - This might 
poffi t.l y ImYe bOl n received I>y the AfTcmbly ,$ the ground .work to their OWII, had 1I0t 
the hh' Si yes comp red n .hn raCl aod complex work, ill which he e1efined and tr.ced 
t he rights of mall to their /i ,n principles. Though the abbC's friends and admi rers \\ ere 
unfuccefsf ul i.1 their fu ppon of ,his produ8ion, they, hOIVever, procurod the "jt8ion 
of La l".yelle's fyllem; nu' ' his douhle Ioilure, inftead of operating OS a difc""r'llement, 
w, s f'uccetde.1 oy luch a multitude of pions of new declaration., that the Air.mbly,. 
emu, rraaed , y. variety of choice, found it necdr."y to appoint a eommitt<e, in order 
to re uce the (uhnano .. of thore numerous plans into one digen, to which tbey might 
refer, as. text-bo k, in their deliberations. 

, 

~ . 
This dig.n was as far frolll affording fatisfa8ion 'as the fepot.te plans of individuals. 

In the mean time elfays were every day written upon the fubj eCt; .nd every man Ceem d 
to thin k It the eJliell th ing in the world to tlo that which 1I0n<> e1id. Opinions nlulti. 
plied upon opinions in Ihe A(fembly, every' time the fubje8 was diCeu(fed; every line 
t ee,"ed with new difficulti es; the ",utual j ealoulie. and dinrults of the partie. led thelll 
to lulpeCt fome dangerous m yfiery or hiddeu froud to be invol.ed in axio,,!s the 100/1: 

iimplc .lId obvious; and while they TCriprocally accufed each other without cereOlO'I)', 
Cit"", of illltnding to give the reins entirely toJicentioufilefs, or vf Winling to check ho 
progrefs of libetty, cool debate and deliber3\e difcuffion ,vere. in fueh .i,cumllanc ••• 
r.d,er to be wilbed for th.n expecb:d, 

A declarati9n, which w.' propofed by one of the feClion. into which the Alfembly 
was divided, was at length fo far received, ., to become the fubjea of a genenl debote, 
~ith ~ view 10 its .!fording the foundotion ' for the gr~nd fupcrrlru8ure. Every ~rtidc 
beeame ~ fubje8 of much difcuffion, ~n~ was not u"frequently produClive of great heat 
anJ bitternels. The debates were exctedingly tedious and uninterelling; being in m.ny 
cale.3 mere war of word., running much into metaphylical abftra8ion., gumm.:ieal 

\ 
n ,ceties, .nd ve,b.1 difpulcs, of no confequ nce. They were rendered /lilt mure ir1<. 
fome and difficult fr<lln its being fcarcely polnhle to arrange any nUlllher of woro. in 
fueh. form "$ would <qu.lly /l,ike Ihe eJrs 0, .Dd be received witb 'he r.rne degree of 
"pp,eh<nlion by, {o gre.t an .Ucmbbge of men as twrlve hundred, even {uj/poling that 
Ihey we,e'"U equally fineere in th ir purfuit of the Irulh, and that nooe were prompted 

Xx ~ 
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by porticular' moti~et to tleviate from the right line of dire,~io:'l. It be~ame, indeed, ' 
now evident, if it had been bero' e dOHilt.d, that fa numerou, a body v.s by no meons 
properly calcul.ted for 3 deli""utive olfembly • 

• 
Thedeb.te •• however, were not entirely confined to the fu hjt a or co polition of the 

declaration' for one of the moll conliderable, nnd, perhaps, the molt interd1:ing wilh re-, , 
gard to matter, arofe upon the quefiion of adopting the meafure, confidtred with r.cpea 
104u expedience and propriety. It was faid, by thofe who nppofcd Ihe me.rure, that .th is 
American idea was, in faa, more brilliant than folid; that it origin.ted from a lIew.lld 
peculiar It.te of th ings, which did not exilt with refpea to Funce ; hut th':lt whether it 
fuited or not the circumfl.nGcs and condition of thoCe by whom it was lira, ado~tcd, 

• was no! ' lhe qu efiion 10 be eonlidcr<d, but whether it Cu ited their own ? Th is they en
tlrovoured to diCvrove. They nated, in the lirA: place, that fuch • declaration, in the 
prefent fiale and temper of the notion, would not only be inexpedient, hut might pfo, 
h3bly prove dangocrou s, from an improper ufe being made of it · th. t the people, juA: de. 
livered from opprellion. and indulging themCelves in a momentary l i c~n tioufnefs , were 
"nprepared for fuch new doarine. ;. ihat when they were intQxicateJ. wi tl~ the unac
Gufromed fpirit ofindependeoce, they would no longer .cknowledge the .uthority of the 
lows, but would be too .pt to confider tnem only as remaining appendages of that ~ nem. 
ofancient tyranny, from whoft other Ibaekles they had fo lalely liller ted tneltlfclves; 
and uncler this blind del~lion they wou ld e3,gtrly exert their nelV liberty in enforcing hy. 
"iolence, every ct.iOl which caprice, folly, or the worfi p.cr" )I1' nught fuggen . 

They .dded, thot in orderto avoid thefe mifchief, ,nd dangen, wh ich w.eretoa-obvious 
to be overlooked by .ny body, the Alfembly, after involving itfelf in a t.llk of great mo
ment and ~xpeaQtion, would be afraid to exccute, conlifi<ntly .lId properly. thot diffi. 
cult bulincCs which it had fo needlefsl), and wantollly undert aken; for that, under thtfe 
Il,.cllles, it could only form. 9atched up, imperfeCl, and ineonlirknt work, uoder the ' 
n.me of. flecl.ration of rights, which would be a difgr.ce to the authors as well .s tc>
the fubjea, tbe plrlS.m.iliutillg .gainlt each other, and cOlltradiaing tbe t ide, from the 
number of rcnr.inu and limitat ions, with which, in fuch untoward circumlbnces, it mu~ 
of nect ffity abound; and thus the mighty whole, wben it arne forth, inne.d of a poli
tic.1 croed, whicb Ibould rDmJlr/ all mankind by tbe junnef. lid limplicity of its 
principles, would proye ,an iolignificant, incoherent, cootradiClory jargon. They faid, 
the Alfembly, by thi. premature att<mpt, would find itfclf involved in other diffi. 
culties, which it did not feem aware o~, with reCpea to the great caut ion which was to be 

• . 
")4 Ther. inr.nt IqiOAto ........... n in their cradic, a it weA,-b:td tho vanity CO (uppofe tbenlMJ.,. capaWi of 

",akin, mrrHf,oJ.-No wond~r, then, they (bould rejclt the wi(dom of their nei,bboun, aocl erat w-"b tlWain • 
fIR ... of &ov.t ...... \ that bod extorted the , dQllntioA o{\he wiktUDca of.AII ,olUltriel. 

~rccl . 
• 



, 

t789.J LEWIS T,H. SIXTEENTH. , 
I • 

'Ifed in not confining its power. oflegiO.tion, and the dlll1ger of2 eontndic!lion between 
geller>l principles and p:IJ'tieul.r laws; this mull occafion their declaration of thofe 
principle .. to b. ti,.,. id and cicc.llmfpeCl, if no.t equivocal I aod the pro:l uClion, it W31 

inClfled, would appear to be merely the off'spring o.f their prefent neceffitie., and of thIS, 
ruling prejudices of the moment. 

Were it not better, therefore, faid they, to defer you declar ' tion of rightl, unlil the 
connitut ion is completed and enabl ilbed ? We lball,hen have it III our power to appro- . 
priate the on~ to the other, and to make them harmonize toget hn_M. M,louet put 
this .ppoClte qucOion :-" Why Ihould we trallfpon men to the ideal fumm it .of a . 
.. mountain, and lbew them the cxtenfive domain of thei r rights beneath, then we 
.. Ihall mon affuredly be obliged to moke them defcend, and ·to bring tltelll into the real 
.. worhl, where rhey will find e1ery /lop fettered wit h re1lr.inu /" 

But the much more numerous party who fupported the me.fure, tcd'ted with ;ndig~ 
nat ion and di!d.;'n the idea of fuppoting there could be .ny d.nger in tnlighttning the 
publ ic, an d communic.ting to them a knowledge of their righll . 'I'hefe maintained, 
th~t it had been tbe old t ricle of de fpot ifm, in .11 'jel and pl.cer, to keep the people igno
rant, in order to riv.et their ch.inl the more firmfy, and to render their llavery eternal. 
They talked in lofty longu.ge, but not always perfeCl ly intelligihle, about the nali'IJt rights 
of man, " Which" they faid, "are eternal, ugalienable, and ilUpr~fcript i ble; th.t their 
.. fouree is in nature itfdf; that they are equ.l and unchangeable in every ag~ and every • 
.. country ; and can never yield to any reafnn of convenience or neee/lity : thlll,.s the {ole 
" objeCl offociety. is the pr.ferv.tion of thefe rights, to declare wh.t they are is an indif
•• penf. ble preliminary. to the. eJlabJilbmcnt ofa political conlbtuti n : .that the rcprefen
.. tolivel of lhe people are fpeciaJly called upon to deel.r. them, becau!e it is their duty 
OJ to loy the foundations before they r.if. the edifice; to efi.bli lb principles before they, 
.. ~raw conclutionl; to fix upon ' . dcterminate and invoriable elld, befOre th ey m.ke 
.. cboice oflhe me.nl by wh ich it ilto he obtained: that it is nccelfary to dcc!>r. them • 
.. in order that the people may under/l.nd and decide upon thc motiYCI of·t heir legiRa. 
" ton; tb.t our fu<cdI'ors may tread in our footlleps, .nd, eei ng clearly ouf ol.jeCl, 
II and comprcb.nding full, the [enfeof our .Iefign, may be enabled to bring our worlc.. 
II to perfeClien I and, that oiluT nations may h, mad. finjibl. hy our prtU,ts of tb, in/uri .. 
u lbey j"ffir, atuI may ltd,." "y .. r 'Kam,I, how ID r.drtfi th.m. It il debt 'which France 
.. owes to manlUod." 

The majority of courfe prevailed, and the following produClion was lhe froit of their 
hboura.-"The reprcfentative, of the French people, confiituling a National Affcmb!y .. 
.. c.nfidering ignorance, forgetfulnef., or contempt, of the ri,hrs of man, to be the fol$ 
•• caufe of the public: g lamitics, and the corruption of I.0vernmentl, have refolfed to ex

• 
" plain 
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.. plain, in a rolemn «ecloration, the natural, in;t'li~nable, and facred rights of m.n ; in 
« order that fuch declaration, being conlbntly prefeoted to all the m"l~bers of the fo
" cial body; may in ceffantly remind thelh of their rights and thei r cl uti es ; in order tlwt 
'! the aas of the legiGat ive power~ 3l\d t n 'ft of the execUlive power, bei g evelY infIO"! 
.. compared 'with tpe objea of every pol itical inftitulion , may bd:dme more relpcCled; 
" and, hilly. in ~rder ihat the claims of the citiullS, fo unn ed in future on limple and 
.. inconte llible principles, may eYer tend to the fupport of the con!titution, and the rlap' 

.. pine(, ofrhe whole; • 

"In confequence whereof, the National Aff. mhly acknowledges ~nd declares, in the 
.. prefe'nce, and under the aufpiees of the Supreme Being, the following rights of man 

.(( ;lnd citizens; " 

, 
1. " Men are horn and "main free and equal in rights; foci.1 difiinc\;iol1s can only be 

"founded on'geoeral utility. I , 
2. " The end of every political alfociation is the pre[ervation of the natur.l and im, . , 

.. prefcriptible rights of man. Thefe rights are liberty, property, falety, and refifiance 
" of oppreffion. 

. . 

I 

S ... The principle of all fover.ignt} Ielides <lfentially in the nation. No body, 
"no indiyidu.I, can exercife any authority but fuch as exprefsly emanates os from 
.. thence. 

4 .. Liberty conlills in the ahility to do every thing which is not pre)udicialto,othen • 
.. Thus; the exercifc of,the natural rights of each indiv idual has no other limits than thofe 
.. which enfure to the other members of fociety the enjoyment of thofe fal\1e rig'bts. 

~ 

" Thefe limits can ol1ly be fixed by the Jaw. 

5 "Tlie law b.s only a right to proh ihit fu~h aaions as .re ptejudicial to foci ety • 
.. N othing that is not prohibited by the law can be prevented, and no one C"1 be con
"l1uin~d to do what the law docs not ordai". • 

6 ... The.law is th t exprc/!ion 01 the general will • • All citiunl have a right to 
.. C."CUI', either perfonally, or by their reprefent.tives, in its fonnallon; it ought to be 
" the f.me for all, wh ther it protcCls, or pllnilhes, All citizens being equal in the eye 

" In tranllating the fi-:lte PJpen 3n~ p:ifJiamentary fpeeches of tbc pre-rent retiod, w~ fb:.ll rather :\im ot Ii .. 
~ral .ndbcr~nce to the original's, than a,ll 1\rid accuracy of J;D,u~ge, from a couyj~ion, t\}at by (0 doing wclhaU 

-£()nvey the mot\' l'er{f~ i~oa oC the fpirl, and lfIMllftl' or the wrilcn and orators. 
,. of 
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" of the law, uc equolly admiffible to oil dignities, places, and public employments, ac-, . 
" cording to their copacity, and withnut any olher dililnClion, than.thofe whifh refule 
" from th;:ir virtues and their talents. 

,. "No mon con be accufeel, apprehended, nor detoined, except in fuch cofes 3S are 
" determined by the bw, and accordiog to the forms which the t.w has prefcribed, 
" Thofe who folicit, expe~ite, execute, or caufe to he executed, arhitmry orders, ought 
•• to be punilhed; but every citiz.en fommoned or (eiud ill virtue of the law ought to 
., obey inllantalleoufiy; by rcfi)taLlCe he renelers himfclf guilty. . 

8. "The law ought only to eflablilh fueh pUlli/hments 3S are !'trialy anel evielenrly 
" necelf3ry; 3nd no mall (an be pUllifotd bul in vil'tu, of a law dJablifhtd and pt'omulgated 
" prwioUJ 10 thuommijJiDll of th, c,.ime, alld Irgal" applied. 

9 ... Every man being prefumed inlloeent until he Ius beell declarccl.guilty, if it be 
.. deemed necelf.ry to apprehend him, all rigour, except fueh as is requifile for fecuring 
~' his perfon, Ihould be feverely reprelred by the bw. I f 

.0. "No mall ought to be molelied on account,of hisopiniona,cven on religious{ub
"jeCls, provIded t)'leir m.nifefiatiou do not diliurb the public order e)lablifiled by 
" the law. 
, • 

, 

IJ. "The free communic.tion of thoughts .nd opinipns is one of the moli precious 
41 rights of mono Every citiun, th~refore, may fpeale, write, and print freely, fubjeCl 
It only to a refponfibility for the .bure of thot freedom, in cafes determined by the lalV. 

J 2. .. Tile fecurity of the rights of (U3n and tbe citiz.en renders a public (orce 
"necelrary. That (orce then is infiituted (or the .dv.nuge of <\11, and not for the pri-
.. vate utility of t/lofe to wbom it is confided. • 

• 
13. " For the maintenance of the public force, and for tIle eXpellces of government, 

.. 3 common contribution is indifpenfably requiEte; it ought to be equally divideli 

.. among all the citiun., in proportion to their facultie,. 

14_ " All the cinuns have a right to afcertain, by themfelve. or their rcprefentatives • 
.. the neceffity of Ihe public contribution, freely to confeDt to the fame. to watch over 
.. ita application, and to determiDe itl amount, alrelfmeDt, coUtaion, 3nd duration, 

J 5. "Society 
~ lie agent. 

bas a light to delUand an account of the adminiliration of every pub-
• 

Yy • 16. "lj: very 

• • 




