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to the States, they might remove to Noyon or Smﬁ'om. in which cafe he fhould ;mm -
Compe:gng, in ofder to keep up that immediate intercourfe ‘which ought to fubfift be=
tween them, The king’s declaration of his mnotives was fo pofitive, the filts were fo
unqueftionable,” and the propofal itfelf was fo fais, that feveral of the leading members
of the more moderate parties were perfeltly fuvsfied, and willing to agree to it; but the
determined leaders of the popular fide, whofe views extended farther, were too well
aware of the ftrength and fupport which they derived from the vicinity of the capital .
to liften to it. There was no reafon to alledge againft going to Noyon or Soiflons ; it
was evident that their deliberations would be there lefs liable to be influenced ordiftprbed
than in the neighbeurhood of Paris; and, by conftant pra@ice,the choice of tWM‘
where the afembly fhould be liolden, belonged to the fovereign,  All thefe confideras
tions, however, were infufficient to fuperinduce a compliance with the king's propofal,:
which, being condemned by Mirabeau, with his ufual intemperance, was finally re-

That the motives which influeneed the condu& of that profligate demagogue were of
that kind which fixes the indejible ftamp of infanry on the mind that harbours themn, is
a falk proved beyond the reach of confutation. Two members of the affeibly, Meflicurs
Beigaffe and Duport, men of veracity unimpeached, of chari@er the moft refpe@able,
have pofitively affirmed, that Mirabeau talked with them familiarly and unrefervedly,
about their having @ Louis the Seventeenth, in the place of a Lowis the Sinteenth, as king,
Ot!',‘ at leaft, as lientenant-general of the Kingdom'; thereby alluding dire@ly, and by
name, torthe duke of Orleans, with whom—he Yikewife faid—jhe had converfed upon the fub=
Ju‘? ;' md that the ﬂ:m’ bad nmud xkf?m:m:mrmc in the moft plcq/' ing manner. :

.-re‘-, Ey
‘

Mmmiar{a m wbofe honour and mtegrhy was never qucﬂmnrd by any party, inall
¢ o hﬂmnm} has likewife mcordéd, that having mentioned to Mira-
seflive alarm at the manceuvres which were continually pradifed in Paris to
re ffmﬁ t&eﬁ"’bﬁcm ; and obf’ervmg, farther, with what facility an ambis
timpnm, lppd'iugﬂ “the head of a difcontented army, diftributing money with one
Muﬂl libels with the other, might ufurp the throne, Mirabeau, treating his apprehen~ ’
fions with rwmi “ Why, you good fimple man, I am as much attached to
“ royalty as yoﬁgre; but what fignifies whether we have Louis the Scventeenth or Louis the
Ry S:.gpqtb and éhy need we have a child® to govern us ?” M, Mounier, who ex~
ience nﬁu«l{omd fn‘gemou. that indignation which every virtuous man muft have
rienc mﬁﬁqﬁm candldlx nctudwludgen, that he felt a temput:on to.
a wi ch wbo ‘could conceive fo wicked a fcheme,  The
' gt:mt fa& cannot be con tmvettgd it is cleﬁf._

" isyfbnm- a child or an ideot
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dire@, and decifive; and the fa& itlelf throws a %rong licht on. the fuhl'cqnent pmeod
mgs of Mmbm. and his dcteﬁablc patro -—,ur nobile fratrum! ' &
But though the king’s conduét in aflembling the troops in the vicinity of the capital
was accounted for in a manner the moft rational and clear, it was cverthelefs rendcred,
" by the violence of party, a ground for cenfure, inveive, and reprovation, _'I‘hc poraular
writers and declaimers defceibe it as one o’ the moft perfidious and bloody plots that
’e{vér was formed s and which, if carried 1010 execution, would have ivalled and renewed
~ all the horrors of the maffacre on Sant Bartholomew’s day.  They reprefent, that fifty
thoufand men, one hundfed pieces of artillery, an army of banditti, and fix princes, were
- 20 have pulled down the fan&uiry of liberty on its minifters’ heads, ind to have overs
turned the French empire ; that the national affembly would have been difperfed ; its re-
folutions declared feditious; its members proferibed ; the Palais- Royal, and the houfes
of all patriets given up to plunder; while the clectors and their deputies were to be exe-
cuted. The glaring inconfiflency in thefe feveral punifhments are fo obvieus, as fcarce-
ly to nqum obfervation. ' Some difficulty might appear in difperfing a body of men who
were buried under the weight of an enormous building; and, on the fuppofition of a re-
furreflion, it might appear entirely twullcfs to profcribe men who were given up to
cucuuon. :
g _ , '\_ -
" The Hiftorian of the Revolution, however, finifhes his picture with the follomng
fublzm effort of imagmation ==t This is tfle horrible tiffue of crimes and aflaflinations
“ which a troop of villains and infamous women, meditated with barbarous joy in the tu-
“ mult of their exccrable orgies 1! It is furely curipus to obferve, that none of the
enormities here deferibed ever took place, even in a fingle inftance, on the fide of the
court; and that all the crimes and affaffinations here durged upmthn of villains and
infamous women, were not only fully realized, but “htought into daily and continual
pradtice on the popular fide, by the two numcroul"oden thus fpecified, with hopml
. whom, it is probable; that Piris at this period abounded ﬁrhynnd myoeﬁq; ity in 1he
auniverfe, Indecd, the indifference, and, in fome cales, the co w
National Affewbly reccived and heard details of the horridéruclties. u&aw
by thefe two orders, afford tos much rqommmghﬂ ;ﬁqm &hcn;nm'
. mccﬁary mleﬂemial arms of their power. "'u»*'i«- (i RS e o
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claration, and, -in cafe of their refufal, would proceed to the extremity of attemptfnga-- '
diffolution of the affembly. As fuch an attempt would be refifted, they apprehended,
that the military might be called in to fupprefs thofe tumults which, in the prefent tems-
per of the people, their forced feparation muft inevitably occafion.

Thefe were the greatelt evils or dangers which moderate men apprehended from the
prefent condu& of the court, But even in this worft ftate of things, and fuppofing the
forced diffolution to take place, although they trembled at the idea of an a& of power
and violence fo difgraceful both to the government and country, yet they confoled them-
felves under the certainty they fully poflefled, that the king could then have no other re-
fource than that of immediately fummoning another meeting of the States, as it would
be otherwife impoffible for him to manage or fettle the diforders of the nation, or
to condut the government in any manner. As tothe pretended plots which were faid
to be difcovered, and the details of them propagated with fo much induftry, fuch as the
blockade of the city of Paris; the ftaiving or maflacre of the inhabitants; the overs
turning that capital from its foundations, with the long lifts of deputies to the States

ho were to be {eized or executed ; all thefe, with others of the fame defeription, would
have been treated by fuch men only with ridigule, if the wickednels of the defigns
which they faw they covered had not excited their utmoft indignation. They declared
their ficm opinion, that no per/ons in the affembly were more thoroughly convineed of their
Salfhood, than the very men w&a took the greatsfl pains to propagate them abroad as undoubia

ed fam

Though the mareﬁ:hal de Brogho feemed to have been forgotrcn by the court, yct the
opinion that was univerfally entertained of his private virtues and military talents
pointed him out as the fitteft perfon to be employed in fo critical a conjuncture as the pres
fent, - He was accordingly called from his retirement by a letter from the king, and ap-
"pomtgd to command the army, with the title of generaliffimo. It was imagined that,
~the troops would be flattered, in again feeing at their head a veteran who had acquired o
much merited reputation, when oppofed to one of the ableft captains of the age.  But
the circumftances in which he was now to a& were entirely different.  Then, his cou=
age and mnhtarytﬂmn were fufficient to carry him through every difficulty. Now, in-
flead of a warrior, who fought on the field of honour, hie had to encounter the preju-
ducses of Im countrymen ; inftead of a martial foe to fubdue, he had an infidious faélion
wercome ; and, if the affertions of many of the French may be credited, he was to
#aﬁn ed by ;ptngpe,xlnd defeated by corruption, He feems then to have neglected
' ﬂ#éply«{h gegthat awaited him, the defetion of his foldiers; and, probably from a

mf;!glﬁlﬁtof hls own ptmclpltl, he did not fuﬂicncntly fufpeét theirs, a
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The troopa cams by detachments, and were fent as they arrived into the vﬂlngel about

Pacig, and fome into the town itfelf.. The confeqaences that might be expe&ed from
this difpofition muft at once have ﬂ:ncken even the lealt atrentive obferver of the fcenes
that had lately paffcd there,  The troops being debauched by moneyand promifes, defer-
tion became general ; and thofe who found means te quit their quarters, were brought in
~ triumph to the Palais Royal to be feafted, and to hear the orations that were pronounced
‘there. But had a camp been marked out in fome f{itaation equally calculated to-
‘cover Paris and Verfailles, the troops might have entered it as they arrived ; all impro-
¥ per intercourfe would have been prevented, the fpirit of difcipline would have been re~
vived ; and military manceuvres, and the appearance of the monarch, might have awaken~

ed thofe fentiments of loyalty, and Jove of glory, that are congenial with the profeffion

of arms. Had fuch a plan been adopted, it is highly probable, that, without having oce *

cafion to draw the fword, the diforders that quickly followed would have been prevented,
and the perfidious defigns of the faftious and difaffeted crulhed in their infancy.

The condué of the firlt minifter of the finances had lohg been the fubject of animad=
verfion with thofe who chicfly’ approached the fovereign. The manner in which the
States were, compofed, his behavieur with regard to the royal feflion, and a varety of
other circumftances, were pointed out as fure indications,¢hat he was fecretly conneéed
with, and encouraged the pretenfions of, the democratic party.  After ‘bemg tbmjgnud
with many doubts, and ‘perplexed by a vasiety of advice, the king was at hﬁ’pnﬁ;
upon to dilmifs him ; and, on the eleventh of July, about two in: the aitgfnoon, he Tgn?t

‘bim a letter, written with his own hand, to acquamt Jhim d\at the ﬁt‘uatmn of ptl\ﬂ-;é '

affars made it neceflary that he fhould refign his place, and quit the kmgdom, M ldg

Luzerne, minifter of the mariney who ctrried the letter, informed llpm; gﬁat it Iat t& vy

king’s defire that the order he then delivered to him fhould be kept fecret ; which: ..s.
firi@ly complied with, ‘M Neckar dined with a large company, and afiqmudl

many vifits.  In the evening, under pretence of taking an airing. with hm?e.{.e t*
to his country houfe at Saint Ougn, near sz i mor wat hls dep

It hasbeen olsferved, by a Feench penodlcal’wmer“ tlﬁ( hi! dﬂ':m a!that ‘t‘lme ‘was.
m as impoliti¢, as if the king of thles, in ‘the midft of l'omcfmﬁc ml'nrre&:on,,

were to order the facred vial that contains tln,blqod of Saint Jamnusm b: W
hoﬁﬁ)& throwu into the fea. "But, befides po thfsmr, .W, ﬂwhn enjqna
m -of the pubile creditors, amangwlnm ’po \ great number afpufon& of
"~ who depended on théir annuities l'or their mﬁnt ance, ’,thm appre it
vional bankruptcy were now revived ; and, from Mm wer conk
nicd intereft of the kingdom as moft decidedly and ﬂivdy
lhc court. The opportunity, thch it now prefe:’x'q[, Was |
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fand mouths were inftantly opened to {pread the news, and to cry, that the public pay=
ments were to be ftopped ; the affembly to be diffolved ; that the army had been affem-
Lled on that account; and that, as the virtue of the minifter was inflexible, he bad not
only been difmifled from the council, but fent ignominioufly out of the kingdom. The
confternation was univerfal ; and, in every fociety and place of public refort, nothing
was heard but the clamours of thofe, who, in the fuppofed impending ruin, faw a pre-

fpet of penury for the reft of their days.

The people now began to meet in crowds in different quarters of the city. In the
afternoon, the bufls of the duke of Orleans and of M. Neckar were carried, enveloped
in black crape, in proceflion through. the ftreets. The heterogencous cealition of two
perfons—artfully contrived by the partifans of the duke~who had never been affociated
in politics or otherwife, was not attended to ; they were faid to be alike viétims to the
caufe of the people : a report was induftrioufly propagated, that his highnefs, and fome
other popular members of the affembly, had been arrefted; and, to mark the {2ntiments of
the public on thefe imaginary calamitics, deputations from the crowd affembled at the
Palais Royal were fent to the different theatres, with orders that they fhould be fhut,

In confequence of thefe tumults, detachments from the regiments of Choifeul dra-
goons and Royal Cravate cavalry, that were quartered in the town, patroled through the
firects ; and a ftrong body of the Swifs guards was pofted with cannon in the Champs
Elifées. ~ About five o’clock in the evening, a fkirmifh happened between the people, in
the Place Louis Quinze, and a party of the dragoons, - A patrole of the Royal Alle-
mand cavalry, that were quartered at La Muet®, commanded by the prince de Lambefe,
‘eoming up at the fame time, and being aflailed by the populace with a fhower of ftones **,

_ ,;harg_ed them, and drove them into the garden of the Thuilleries, where two or three

- perfons, fnﬁto be merely fpectators, were unfortunately wounded. Whea it began to

‘ grow d:ﬁy"tﬁé,%plc fet fire to fome of the wooden barriers at the end ol the 1own,

* apd drove away the perfons fiationed there to colleét the cuftoms. A party of the Royal

- Allemand, that had been difpatched to difperfe the mob, that were burning the barrier at
the end of the ftreet Chawffée d' Antiny in coming from thence upon the Bowlevard, was -

- fired upon by a party of the French guards, at thecorner of that fticct from what is
called their depdt,  Though their alienation from the court had been long fufpected,

' this was their fitfk aét of open hoftility ; but almoft all of them were now under arms
in their barracks; they would not any_ longer obey their officers, but defied they would

‘!n every quiirter of the town wrefounded the ery 70 arms P” and * Down

';.gmf{ray_fordp; troops!”’ . During the night, detachments of the French

7/ Lok
TR dy

1— ), TR | ﬂ‘,& i1 ;'.:J_‘.‘ ",:t-l ".r“l. ! : :
nA alace, in the Bois de Boulogne, sbovt two miles from Pasis,

12 o by P g T 7
‘5 i s g 42T s Kk® . guudl




guards mixed with the citizens, patroled through the ftreet. In the morning of Mon-
day the thlmenth. th alarm-bell (2cfin) was rang in all the fteeples 52,

: N : 2 ~ For
5 Tn our account of the tranfaftions of this period, after a careful comparifon of the fafts advanced by different
wﬁnn. we bave preforred theaathority of an Englifh geatleman, of charafter and fortune, who rofided at Pacis
- lﬂl'nm and who, indspendent of the claims to belief which his perfonal reputation mufk give him with all who
know him, is peculiarly entitled to credit by an exemption from all prejudice and partality, and from all temptae
tion to deviate, in the fmalleft degres, from the &rifteft veracity, in his account of the events, which he has record=
el with equil fidelity, elegance, and parfpicuity. We are aware, that, by purfuing this courfe, we differ materially
from the anonymous authors of the Englith Hiftory of the Revolution, who have boldly proglaimed their own im-
purtiality, but who have, neverthelefs, not ferupled to adopt fome of the groffeft and moft abifurd falfhoods, and fome
of the moft ridiculous tales which had been fabricated for the rabble in Paris, during the firlt paroxy(ms of confu-
fion, tumult, and madnefs, and to which they have éndeavoured, fo far as they were eapable, to give the character,
rank, and weiglt, of hiftorical facts, Some of thefe we fhall have oceafion to notice as we proceed.

Ry their account of the tamult of the twelfth of July, one fhould be naturally led to fufpeét that the people were
perfeftly pacific,sind the military the aggreffors, They tell us, that ® A body of citizens,” who were afcorting the
bufts of Nackar and the duke d’Orleans, was fopped -# by a German regiment, the Royal Allemand ™  That, the
bufks having been bfoken by the foldiers, *t the axmvy now came forward, in force, with the prince de*Lambeic,

“ grand efcuyer of France, af their bead, who was adoed to take poft at the Thuilleries—Irritated, pe-haps, at the

“ !b:rit of rofiffance which he ebjfmrued in the citizens, he imprudently wounded with his fabre a poor old man, who

% was walking peaceably in the garden—The French have a remardable vefpelt for age,” (it muft be coufeflod they
haye an odd way of hewing it) *“ and this wanton outrage proved the sroxaL of revolt,” A more grofs' perver-
fion of fafts hus feldom been exhibited l—A riotous mol)n reprefented as “ a body of citizens—a party of dra.
goons, is converted into 8 regiment of German cavalry s and a patrole of horfe into an # Army"—The prince de
Lambefz, though phiced at the Liead of this pretended army, receives erders—from whom we are not told—to ftation
himfell in the Thuilleries ; the attack on him with ftones, mentioned by Rabaut, is carefully omitted jand the .
wanton outrage committed by him on an old man, is, through the remarkablo refpect of the French for old age,
gravely aflerted to hive beenthe fignal of sevolt :=The veader being. of courfe left um@wmmm dq"
;»wfm fymproms of revolt ; and that, but for this circomftance, nomltmhlhwa um)hulr - i

e . "l \‘
In the fame /piviz, we are foon after told, that while the Iulnbh:nu of the upmj were Wﬁhwm:-"
tion and difinay, during the difatrous night of the twelfth, # The court party abandoned ﬂlmm 10 the llﬂ’hin- i
% decent joy,” and “the women of the cont mingled with the foreign foldiers /n %MM m 1
» Gm::\;ﬁc." In this choice paffage, the ! imparsial™ hiftorians almoft exceed the violence, ;
. moft democratic wvriters, By the women of the court is generally underfiood the female att lh
family, whe srero certainly women of rank and character ; and to alfert that fuch perfons would umqaﬁ:w
~ marked and pabfic profligacy, is to propagate a calumny that can only obtain credit M’imrhoa or prejudice.
We bave read of lfciviouns dances in the courts of Eaftern monarchs, but they are's fpesies of amufement pecoliar,
- we believe, to thofe climates, and unknown even to the moft refined voluptuaries of Enropes. mmwm 3
mpf is evidently taken from the Hiftwire de la Revolution de mo.mm@u.a;umu ‘varies even ﬁp \
(! MW&\I authority, and exhibits an incorreéipets olmnﬂlﬂwﬂmcwonlyh aferibed to perverfion
of fats. The original pailige is this—=Les fundiss M&Ww’wmﬁmmmmﬂ!w .m.,m
« fe rejoulflufit del confternation & des larmes ummﬁkmm bruit de 1a dtufigue |
"mwm»mwamumumhw e e

Wuomnﬁnmﬁ,@oﬁmmm , o




1789.] LEWIS THE SIXTEENTH, oy

For the purpole of ele@ing reprefentatives in the States, Paris had been divided mra
fixty diftricts ; and, at the found of the bell, the eleftors affembled at the places were
they hid lately met. From the eleftors of the diftrifls, a general affembly was now
formed that metat the town houle; and; out of that, @ permanent committee was chofen,
that was entrufted with the executiv power. Monfieur de Fleffelles, provolt of the
merchants, beingthe principal municipal magiftrate, was nominated prefident of - this
committee, and a correfpondence was eflablithed with comm ittees, that fat in the dif-
ferent diftriCts, The firlt ftep taken was to embody a militia of forty-eight thoufand
men ; and many officers and ferjeantsy who had retired from the army, or were at Paris
on leave, having offered theit fervices, were diftributed to inftruét it The firft motive
for arming was the prefervation of the town from pillage ; bur it was foon extended to
its defence againdt the army, in cale it fhovld attempt to enter, ,

That the fkirmifhes which occurred between the populace and the cavalry were the
confequence of the riotous difpofition and tumultuous condu& of the former, and not
the refult of any plan formed by the miniftry, is clearly demonfirated by this circum=
ftance ; that though there were feveral regiments of foot at the time ftationed clofe to
Paris, not one of them made the fmalleft movement to affift or fupport the horfe; fuch
a want cof confort among the commanders muft be confidered as a certain proof that no
orders had been iffued by government on the fubje€t. The total inaclion of the
tioops; both on that night; and the fucceeding day and night—during all which time, cfi=
tical as the f&afog was, and notwithftanding the alterations and preparations which they
faw and knew were taking place in Paris, they never once made the {malleft attempr to
enter that clty—-feems likew fe to exculpate the court and miniflers from the bloody de<
ﬁgﬂlmdcruel intended maflacres which were attributed to them ; for this would have
hem feafon, and !he night of Sunday (the twelfth) particularly, when nothing but
‘tarot and ufion reigned in the city, and noregular fcheme of refiftance or defence
was et tholhg t.of to have carried them with full effe&t into execution, if any fuch
had been formed ; ‘and the ftate of things was fuch, that it would have been very diffi-
cnlt; if not impoffible, to preveat their completion, if plans fo wicked could be formed
wdh_mfd_om, and executed with promptitude, which, through the goodnefs of Provie

deﬁcq, is not often peramitted.

Many axeeﬂ'u were committed in the morning of the thirteenth, particularly at the
houfe ofihe ~congregation of Saint Lazarus, who being fufpected of having corn con-
c«iad in ﬂuw grlnmca. werc, by that charge or fufpicion, expofedto a pretence for be-

h

fchool-w MI !ha hnnunt lpplmnon of the term * combler de carefles,”” as invariably ufed by the French
and nothing contained inﬂdurof the above paflages, can warrast the ca lummuaﬁcruon, that * The wemen of
. €ign mﬁl mm dances,”

ing
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ing plundered, This circumftance was the more to be lamented, as it was a truly pious
and charitablein ftitution ; but fuch matters were foon to be loft in the glare of greater
enormities. Many flighter robberics were committed on the fame day ; but as thefe were
direéted againft individuals, and executed by [mall gangs of thicves on their own account,
without any popular pretence, when they were feized in the fa& they were inftantly dragged
to the Gréve, the common place of execution, and hanged by the ropes which were ufed to
faften the lanterns, From hence originated that moft horrid pradlice of the mob’s con-
fituting themfelves judges and executioners in the fame inftant, without the finalleft re«
gard to rank, tolaws, or to juftice. From hence alfo originated that horrid and barbarous
cry, d la lanterne | the laft founds that vibrated in the ears of many unhappy viftims as
have thus cruelly perifhed.

. The arming of the militia, and the confequent diftribution of patroles, tended to im-
pofe a momentary reftraint on the licentious proceedings of the mob. The French
guards, now called, SoLpi1Ers oF THE CouNTRY (Seldats de /a Palr:e,) were mixed
with the militia. Some companies had, at firfl evinced a relutance to this meafure, but
all now joined, except the ufual guard at the palace of Verfailles, that was ill on duty
there to protet their fovereign. L

The count de Montmorin, minifter of foreign affairs ; monfieur de la Luzerne,' mini-
fler of the marine ; and monficur de Saint Prieft, a member of the couricil, but wnhout-
office, had retired at the fame time with the direGtor-general of the finances, havmg been
all difmiflfed except monfieur de la Luzerne. Monfieur de Puyfegur quitted the place
of minifter-of war to make way for the marefchal de Broglio ; the baron de Breteuil was
appointed prefident of the council of finances; the duke de la Vauguyon fucceeded mon-
fieur de Montmorin j; monficur de Villedeuil continued. in liis place of minifter of Paris ;
and monficur Barentin remaincd keeper of the feals. Monfieur. Foulon was offered a
poltin the war-office, under the marefchal de Broglio, but he rcfufcd to excepi . SER

-

ﬁ

“On the thirteenth, the National Affembly fent an addrefs to tl;c bng, zto mform hin
of tic alarming fituation of the capital, the difinay which the meafures lateiy taken had
produced there ; to requeft that the troops might be wuthdrawn from its neighbourhood ;
aud, not fezming to be acquainted with what had been done by the Parifians, propofing
that a militia fhould be immediately formed.. + They, at the fame time, offered to fend a

deputation to the town, tocommunicate the anfwer they hoped to receive, and to endea-
- vour, by quicting the fears of the people, to .geﬂ:bte the public tranqu:lhty. In reply to
this addrefs, the king faid, he had already com;hnmcited his motives for the adoption of
- thole ‘meafures to which they alluded; that he alone could judge of their neceffity,
which, as it ftill exilted, did not admit of any chaﬁgc that he was very far!‘ ol '
.t.umng any doubt of the pnnty of their intentions in the prcfcn\ lﬁ:ﬂﬂm
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ftances, bat their prel'ence at Paris could be of no utility, while it was much wanted
'h:rc they were, in order to proceed with the important bufinels in which they were erfa
‘gaged.  This anlwer feemed by no means to fatisfy the affembly ; and a debate enfued, in
which the moderate party took the lead, fhewing themfelves as little difpofed to tubmit
to any defpotic exertions of regal authority, as the moft furious of thofe who were
diftinguifthed by the much-proftituted appellation-of patriots. Mounier opened the de-
bate with an eloquent fpeech, wherein, after exhorting the affembly to proceed - with
coolnefs, prudence and moderation, and ftating the great and immutahle line which mufk
be drawn between the legiflative and executive power—a line which was acknowledged
and confirmed by the affembly—he proceeded to obferve, that though the affembly had no
legal right to dircét the king’s choice of minifters, yet as the choice he had now made
jed to the moft dangerous eonlequences, it was neceflary to vote their lolemn and grates
ful thanksto M. Neckar, and to declare that the prefeat mindters had not the confidence
of the nation, He was ably feconded by M. de Lally-Tollendal, and, after fome delie
beration, the following refolutions were adopted,
&

« That the National Affembly, being the medium by which the f{entiments of the
« pation are conveyed, declares, that M. Neckar,%and the other minifiers who have juft
% been removed, carry with them its efteem and regret,

. o That, alarmed by the profpe& of the faval confequences which the anfwer of his
“w mjeﬂy may produce, the affembly will not ccale to infift on his fending away the
“ troo s that are éollc&ed about Purie. and Verfailles, and on eftablifhing guards of

ens.
éhat there. camot exift any immediate perfon or power between the king and the

“nﬁmb;r\,_“ - :

“ Tha fﬁa%n*ﬁm and othier agents of anthority, civil and military, are anfwerable
‘li for eveg Rﬁng they may do that is contrary to the rights of the nation, and the de.
“;gm;c o the d{gmblp

' “ 'l'b:t t‘h; fmmﬁcn and counfellors ol‘ his majefty, of whatever defcription or rank
_ﬁ ﬁg% y be, are perfonally refponﬁble for the prefent calamities, and the confequences

“ _pe(lﬂ&&om them * b v

ﬁ'j [': ! : ‘23& Pltbhc Jcbt haﬁhg beea pl:wed undér the fafeguard of the faith and

acter @l’m dﬂj-ﬂokw. the affembly juftified on the ground of nedel-
e it
honoup
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. honour of :ld?ﬁmcin tutton, and the 1 nition hezg m“mz ﬁﬁ W
¢ debt, no power hasaright to announoe the ufﬂdm ?. hlirm nndar

- mmiwn whatloever, 4

N ¥

.,Is « That the affembly peififts in all its former decrees, and exptefsly in tho[gof the fe-
% genteenth, twenticth, and twcnty-thtrd of the month of June; and érdtrs, ‘that a
_ ¢ copy of the prefent refolutions be delivered to his majelly, by its prefident; that a
# copy be fent to M. Neckar, and the other minifters who had been removed ; and ﬁlat

L thcy be printed and publifhed.”

v _‘, ¢ e

\

By thefe refolutions, the: three orders unlted conﬁrmed all thd’o 4mportant decrees
that had been made by the Zicrs Etat, while they were afunders the counfellors of the
" king were made refponfible for the meafures of the government ; the people were more
than ever’ imprefled with the idea, that an intention had been formed to fufpend or reduce
the public payments ; and were taught to confider the aﬁ'cmbly as the only fafagﬂrd

v ngamﬂ: a calamity they fo much feared.  *

2 On the thirteenth, the people bcgan to wear a cockade of green and whites but havmg
* recollefted that green was the colour that diftinguifhed the “houfhold of the sount
*_d"Artois, it was changed for blue, white, and red,  Thefe were called the eobnn* qf:lt- :
berty, and fuch as negle@ed to wear the national cockade, as it was ﬂnﬂ,lpre
‘expoled to infult, whatever their rank and chara@er; fuch a difpofition to tyranny aid
" thefe new fovereigns evince in Eﬁm firft exertions of power !—In the ni t. the troops
“that had been flationed in the Champs Eaﬁa were withdrawn, % of
the fourtcenth, a body of the militia, followed by a erowd: ﬂmﬂh@y a md.,
Corny, repaired to the Haétel des Invalids, of which M. dhrsopbmnl,»fqm;l
mandant of Lille, was the governor, T'abng advantage of "N#'@ 1 ,&.ch‘
that officer had allowed to his men, the infurgents forced an entra he'place, an
carried off twenty pieces of cannon, and abnb&uly thoufand
already vifiedthe king’s garde meuble, mﬁ'z e ’M, Guin
~ rious arms that were kept there 3 and, e hers, w

*favourite prince; the iouhh ,ﬂ,!&:ﬁg provne

%ouragc. and of’the danful'“to which he had been ¢ N -
§ !" .: ‘_. e '.-féi' ‘-- b e : :
0 ‘Emﬁnﬁmeﬂ by fncceft . next procy :

“the only prifon in Paris that couﬁ

dtg&eﬁxpedmﬂ to reduce it, it on
. thiors of t]fefm Jieen&c. mchu
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Sane few davs before the infum&mn threeﬁdd-pium were hrougbt from the arfena‘ 4
and planted before the draw-bridge. The governor, the marquis de Launay, 1kéwife

- procured from thence twelve wall-pieces, called aﬁntﬁm: du. Ccur: de Saxe, carrying
balls of one pound and @ halt each; a number of mufketoons, carrying balls of two-

“ thmls pf a pound; with a ‘quantity of fmall-arms, cartridges, cmticm-}alln .iu!l tn
Bundred and £ifry barrels of gunpowder, which were brought thither as to a-
‘curity rather than for ufe. Upon the rimparts above the draw. briﬁ;:e ‘i‘ﬁm
of ftones, greviles, and loofe cannen ‘balls, were ldid, to be rcaly to throw dowa Qpnn -

any whoihould nttempt to force the paflage, . . & o

u

The gnrnl‘np conﬁflcd of the governor and other eftabliMed officers and fcrvant;-ol' rh. i

ille, eighty two invalid foldiers with their officers ; and a lievtenant wnd thi wo

Idiers of the Swifs regient of Salis Samade.  About two in the morping of the ire

geenth, monficur de Launay ordered the foldiers to retire from their barracks into iln
uﬁlc; lc:wmg fentinels av the gate that led to phe fbreet Saint Anthony. d

..,,mhg 5arrifou remllh«f wlthm the caﬂlc undifturbed during the day of the thirteenth§ -

M*ﬁh@fqmnqupn the ‘towers were fired gn in the mght, though mthout eliedt ; thcy'

&ﬂ 47 {ntheﬁrc,bmgmihcalum. _ 262 -

e R A A A R

Early on ﬂ\awom*ing of the founcen:h, the l'entmclt at the gate Saint AnlhOnv wm
wl#lfm-h}#ﬁwﬂc, and carvied to the committee at the town-houfe. About
; ." the morni tbqutpummm from the committee, as far as the iron-railing at
% irft dr. -bidga,-lldn defired to fpeak with the goveror, who went to them : bat

v -
L |

e a immenfe crowd of people, he faid, that only the three deputies conld. be admite |
Wtc&nd out as many hoftages, which was agreed to. Wihile they were with
overnor, monfieur de 1a Roziere, a Parifian barrifter, and firft eleélor of the diitrict
,' i :mm , and, at his requeft, was admitted likewife. He fuid, that he
' o the'gwemor that the cannon pointed from the towers on different
‘had 'alarmed be mhab:tnﬁind to folicit their being withdrawn,
bility of hu.qo&whanec without orders from his fupc-
. pl'aeel where they had been for many years paft ;
“lw yoﬂfddtdu them to be drawn back within the para-
WMM t0 go into, the caftle to fee this done : the
hlt;l 'ﬁumuﬂ of the major, de Lolme, he
Wi wuHh tbe"uﬁle. addrefling hunfelf n lb



: "i’fy attacked the caitle. T-Ie ﬂmi return ; “with the goy 1o the
hou@, W‘Wﬂ l‘ﬂd. ﬂfﬁﬁl’ ﬁaytng 3 l’hort t‘ﬁw’ went. 3"(8’ 53 : ! Ly F

ﬂut liu'lf an hour afterwards, the peoptc appcared in gre:le numbcrs in :ﬁn ﬂrqet

) F_'_nt Anthony, and in the paMage-court, armed with mufkets, fabres, and hatcHets, exe

ye a';nlns, They muft have the Baftille, and down with the troops! The«oﬁccrs from the wallg.

gcci them to keep back, and reprefcnted the danger to wluch they cxpol'ed themfelves,

- ‘ﬂey. howcwcr. perfifted in advancing, and as there were no tronps to defend the firft
draw- bridge, they found means-to get it down, _ The garrifon ag:nn “called out to them
to retire, or they muft fire upon them; but they flill continued to advance towards the
brudgc of the caftle, and fired their mufquets at the troops on the walls, They rm;rntd the
Jfire, and the infurgents rctm:d beyond the firfk draw-brilge, from whence they Kept up
a conftant fire upon the rampartl Socm aflcr. a flag was feen nclvancmg from- the at-

| fenal. fo!losted by an :mmnnfe number of perfom 3 armn. Some halted with the
m the firft cOu'&. calfed thc court. of Elmt, while others vanees b ‘the next court,

ing ont?o the gamf qpt to fire ; and fdying, that depuucs were ‘come ‘from the

v t’dﬁa«-houfc. Mcm{' ieur e Launay fuid, diat the depoties with the flag m:ght advaricey
* but ddﬁrcd the peoplc in a}{ns not to proceed bcyond the firft dra:éndgc. The fo“oerlﬁ

~on the walls called out, that they would not. fire; and,’ as a prbof of it, chibbed thei

- mufkets,  After many figns, and much entreaty, the Pcople &::pped‘ ai’nl the . deputies

" advanced into the paffage-court, from whence they mlght havc l'c lh‘c fol‘dim‘* v th ‘,' -

~ towers with their clubbed firelocks, and a white flag as a ‘P Qf ‘ Tbc ﬂepu sél

ftaid in the paffage-court about ten minun‘!i wlf.hbat‘ulun‘ & not uﬁ'ﬂa"

dlil!l that were on the toﬁen called” out to‘&u:m @l

will be anﬁveralvfe Jor3 your fa ﬁ:y with o our Imi'r but‘ t’hf mqﬁ%ﬂ"w the COu

wliere they !tayad zbout a qumer ofan “hour; iﬁd wént aw:,- - S ¥ »Q»’%»

r. & au e »‘s rﬂ- : 'f,,:-",:'-ﬂ ,g. '?"r\‘h '”,r.

Thé"'gova'nor oHErved to the gm‘nﬁm, tha; t‘hof& cduld nof‘be Eutiddas Rabis

:oﬁw but periom who wi{hdftg [urj;rifc ';hpm*;‘ fpr the

' putics, (hcy ;&ultl not hﬂi ﬁgﬁtat'a? to advance after |
them, Thenpfnbem ntin ed,tp \ereafe, and, in

gﬂhy-c&un,hﬂmﬁ toti:e firlt draw-bridge,

-"'ﬁ“hﬁff‘r“ﬁllxﬁmg’?%iﬁ fled wards towards the nexr draw-bric e
Ry ey 'J",-; AL E ‘Bg-&% '?1 ; ) 11.; to, hem , _ 9 tﬂ vance, A
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-ﬁbl"-'..a. E
ARG
L RULIELE

.......



- 3 z | 4 - ’ M G 439 " . ' ¢

' m:ﬁpg ml@‘h fired vpon. They, homp;m and the governor m
dic tgoops to fire, which they did, whgﬁ fi eril icll, qml the reft fled: .hut thg,@i

. not go far, and continved firing on the. banlcmmts. Somo b[oke open the barracks, om .

the right of the paffage-court, and plondered ahem. About an hour afterwards, they
biought in a great quanmy of firaw, and fet fire to the ;uard-roolf which was ﬁtuuod
to the left, on the entrance of the court before the caﬂ:le; to the governor ’s houle, on
the l‘lght. farther on ; and to the kitchens, which were placed on the left, beyond the
court, and nearer to the interior of the caftle, A cannon was then fired at them h&ded.

with grape thot; the only one that was di jébargcd during the attack, The glmfcﬂ ﬂnl;

defcnded the place with mufkets. _ : i AR T 3

Thc French gu,ardl appeared, hrmgmg with xhem a mortar, two four poundeu, nﬂg_
cannon.inlaid with filver, which had been taken out, of the kifig's garde-meubles. Mone
ficur de Launay had negle@ed to lay in any provifions; and as the people perfifted in.

ir dttermmntuon to reduce the place, about four in the afternoon all the non- coulnff-
%qncd officers went and folicited the governor to furrender it.  Finding himfelf in t]'m.
extremity, he attempted to fire a plﬁol fnto the powder that had been brought from ;_I;u‘
. ardenal, and was depofited in one of the towers, called the tower de la liberté, but was
| entcd by two ferjeants, Ferrand and Beguard ‘Monficur de Launay afked the garrie
-_-'f ’ tht-y w:M him to do: he faid, his own opinion was, that they fhould defénd
clusm«the laﬂ. and cven blow up the place, rather than fall into the hands of a

ﬁr‘i‘gﬁ-mgﬁ. - But as the gamfon infifted on furrendering, he gave a white handkerchief .

' t'g a fujeam, ordpﬁd him to fhew it fiom the battlements, and fent a drummer at the
- f.s;ne time to beat thc chamndr;. His orders were ftri¢tly obeyed : but the populace, re=
glgih‘l ﬂof,thc ﬁgnalp, and. ‘rendered more courageous by the ceflation of refiftance, con=
tin ( They [oon after advanced to the draw-bridge, and defired it might be let
- down. T oﬂicer who commandcd the Swifs detachment fpoke to them through a
2 np,héa gtv-thc fide. o'f the gate, and propofed that the garrifon fhould be ailowed to
& arch “qlmwlth timr arms; but they all exclaimed—~No, no/  He then told them, that
:1.'23‘ ps Rodil dclwer up the place and their arms, if they would promife that neither
T of any lumi fhould be offered to them. Thc infurgents rcplud—-
f w-bridge, r:odung _/}mﬂ bappen to you”.  The governor, on this affur- .
he key ﬁ of hw‘pocket and ordered two corporals, Gaiard and Pireau, to let
an e, It was ne fowa&m, than tlfe people rufhed into the gourt, and at-

g inva i “wha hatl.hﬁ dg%]) zbcn' nrm, and were ranged along the wall on the
T . ‘_ were opgqﬁle h t‘bem.gnd efcnpﬂl, not%emg immediately remarked,
probably, te | ho ﬂhiﬁ ftﬂcki which they wore over their uniforms: | The pec-

,- e ) _ nﬁcerﬁ, where they broke the fumiture, doors, and
was the 1 mnh aml to}!?nﬁqn, that many comnned to ﬁmﬂ‘n

] wounc Mcompmom : | v“o_‘-

.‘

ar i . . : 'R

-
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obina. __nﬂ; ven’fuppofd to be crowded with thﬁl&hﬁ d‘ dgquu[n conmnd.&.
Mﬂrlgn prifoners. © i &

- . ' 1

‘[!hfb uuiel of thefe men, were, Tavermer, Pnjada, La, lloche. thamnnt de Solagu.
Whm:.rLa Gaurege, and Bachade—~Tavernier had been repeatedly fent to the Baftille
for diﬂ*'emnt offcnces. He feemed when the place was taken to be cgﬁrw in h:,g
mind, and was afterwards fent to the public receptacle for Tunatics at Charenton, Pujade,
La“R oche, Gavurege, and Bechade, were arrefted at different places, and pmmaﬂ;_&a '.'.
the Banﬂle until they could be brought to trial for a notorious forgery of bills o ofexs -
change to a great amount, that were mepted by meﬂinun Tourton, Ravel. anda
dc*Sanm:e, bankers at Paris. : ,

ﬁ of

The cotmt de Solaget, bv Iyis own account, was amﬁcd at Toulounfe in I.an
his native count‘ry. in 1782, by an order from the minifter, monfieur Amelot, gupld‘" :
-at the requeft of hig father, for diffipation and other ¢ircumf@tances of mifconduét. Ha'*'i ‘
did not feem to confider his confinement as unmerited ; but he complained of hamqg
never received any account of his family from thetime he had been arrefted. He was
ﬂfﬂ’-ﬁ‘m to‘Vmcgnnec. and was removed from thence to the Bafbilte, in Febroary, 1784,
lﬁw heanfthe firing, he enquired of the turnkey, who had juft brought up his dine
t it mﬂr. He was toll it was occafisned hy a revolt of the people on account
arci y'uf‘ Bread ; but while the turnkey was apologizing for being later than
i 'hrm His dinner, the 1oom was filled with armed men. Tt was Home
t&ﬁ& m& the’tmm: thought himfelf in_fafery, or could find any one fufficiently com~ -

to relat Namukof the d‘:y. He was carried to the difriét of the Ommm. anﬂ6
om thence was ef rwﬂ‘w anhotel, ‘where he was'told, for the firlt time, that there
two afle ,ﬂu o?tlie Nornblcs, and that the States were then fitting at Vers
hanges that had happened in the miniftiy ; and of the dlfofderl that
: om.  He a&crwards received an account of his fal.hqt.'c. A
Acizace  of ﬁf prpgerty whu:h had d«drd to hun. b; his m’ |
g ."'-rh‘,---.‘..' SR R RS T, M : v "f.'
n‘t;;" ? s .-L ""' ek g,i )
nes, 'byig,‘?-ierfmn M.du Sme,wbm.
5 tim %Sphgﬂ. *ﬂcwbomd’lnfh
or in the lt inf'anfry “Te appeaM thlt he was
h quie qﬁ.‘:npfgqﬁvn. Afi;r being carried about
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1789.] | LEWIS THE mnrn. 269
in the army ; that they were no longer to be. dcpenddml ﬂ‘ that they openly afferted
the unlawtulnefls of fighting their lellow citizens.  Before they had yet time to refle@
on the confequences of this deplorable news, or to ‘confider what meafures were proper
to be purfued, they were farther confounded by the intelligence, that but little more re-
liance could be placed on the foreign regiments than on the national troops. The for-
mer had cver been unpopular, chiefly upon the idea—exclufive of national pique and
vanity==that, being entirely dependent on the crown, they would be found, upon any
occafion that offered, the ready inflruments of defpotifm ; but now, to the aftonifhment
of every body, they fhewed thenfelves very little difpofed to engage in nut:uhl dif~
putes ; and feemed very cold and indifferent with refpect to the caufe they were called ta
fupport. In this difmal ftate of things, the only policy which the genius of the minis
fters was capable of devifing, was the fugntwe, pitiful, and cowardly expedient of con=
cealinent, i in keeping the king ignorant of the misfortunes in which he was involved,
and of the dangers to which he was expofed. N,

- But when, on the evening of Tuefday, the news arrived at Verfailles, of the taking
of the Battille, of a powerful army being formed in Paris, and of the deplorable fate of
~de Launay, l"lcﬂ.'ellel, and Lofie, the Minifters, *all aghaft, feemed as if firicken with a
-tbnmle.r—bv!t. Still, though their confidence had forfaken them, their policy was pres
ferved, and it was determined not to reveal the difmal tidings to their fovereign. In the
qmﬂ'g of th& day, the National Aﬂ'cmbly, after much and eager debate, and a variety of
ed, mth umumty, the following refolutions: _
i "" e u.#

4 ’Pthnhoual Aﬂembly is of opinion, that the public tranquillity may be reftored
- % and preferved, by regularly forming and maintaining the militia that has been raifed

“in tlnfw 1t refolves, that the king be again conjured to withdraw his troops,
efence has been the principal caufe of the diforders that now prevail, and

j" the contraft of a military force that alarms, with a civil power
' .p oppoﬁnon the privileges of authomy with the rights of the ci-
dn the deputies lately fent to the king, go back, and employ the

_' W wiﬂ\ hn m:jeﬁy. to engage him to fuﬂ am bis umn

tal, “orderes t‘baprovo!lofthc merchants 1o come 10 mey in
fures fof tlm purpofe. Having fince been informed that a militia
. ere, 1 have given orders to general officers to put themfelves at
‘Mm ¢ the
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“ the head oftbt militia, to _aﬂ it ‘wl!ﬁ“ﬂlelr ﬂpeﬂcm and mﬂ the zeal of
% the good citizens. I have likewife given orlers to withdraw ghe’ in the Champ
*4' de Mars The concern you upnls at the diforders that relgh &wn k a fentiment

Do ' that [houH beam thehem ‘of every one, and moft ferioufly aﬂu&i |
a Wh.lledlniupuutlon was with the king, another arrived ltthe aﬂ%mbly fr(nn the
m committee of the Town Hoafe, to reprefent the fkate of the 3 and to defire, in :
refent crifis, the cftablifhment of a correfpondence berween th;;; i
: mbly. One of the members of the affembl y, the baron de Veng, wh
'—'Tarh lbont the fame time, gave an affeCting defeription of the feene he M}dﬁ quitteds
He had been feized by the people, and foreibly conveyed to the town-houfe; on-his way
~ thither they fhewed him the mangled bodies of meffieurs de Launay and de. Fleﬁ'elluq_
" and repeatedly threatened bim with a fimilar fate. The affembly paﬂ'ul*our in ﬁlénu-
 this infult offered by the infurgents to one of their own body, though even th
- ance of Jlight on the part of the &ing never failed to incur their fevereft
" and contented themfelves with fending another deputation to the palace to
‘the intelligence to his majefty, = The archbithop of Paris, who was at the head of this
« deputation, returned about eleven at rfight, and told the affembly, that hehaiohw,m‘
Ammediate admiffion to the king, whom he found with his brethers, and li]q"di botnng
the news, replied, that s keart was more and more decply wounded, M that # was nr
poffible to believe that orders had heen given 18 the troops ‘capable of produci gw al
™ « mities. ** Alas I"—exclaims M. de Lally-Tolendal, who was prefcnt at the time-

# was [ufficient to fee him and to hear him, to be convinced that he {poﬁ;..’ .

‘ .

f?‘,ﬂ‘.’" I

« flate, -ndnoum btmu important tlmuhe reac s ¢
Meﬂmbdxply,-d&cchldof tion com
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w1, then, who am one with the nation, nﬁiqgwfﬁﬁ , and defire you to afift

dmé\ntbe'__ ﬁv meafures for the fafety ﬂ'ﬁnm Iet’a&thh om the
O : !

i1 zeal of the reprermmof people, calle:
¢ for M'puhli'e w’lfare.‘nﬂ'nm me of it: and, vphuf‘ on g:L lave an d

. nay lmgf.{mum&emy munum ‘ Rt ¢
'!‘hufpedh wﬁmnd with the loudeft aechmtinn dn hlgf oyalty
ret.qqﬁbxhs nataral channel; and as the king rofe to return, the _
‘their feats, and forming a circle around him, condufted their fovereign jn
‘ From that inflant Lewis had in effe& mﬁgndthj bvereignty
vds of the affembly, with little profpe@ of hig ever again tpm" i
me allo the middle, or moderate party, led by mnum. Lally, Mulouet
ed to him, and feem to have relied cordially upon his faith 3 but ﬂu Jen,
nizers of extreme democracy, either were u:ﬁ@dmha&nﬁ:ﬁnbu nown
tion would afford the means &l‘thtowmg him back into the hands oftheitdiﬁ‘»
;hmfm derermined to. uueu lhewmwiumm:xunk mordzrm
¢ ly as pﬂk- g
' '“T

of mm hlll,.ﬂ Bick pon'eﬁud tln minisof the Panﬂnnql
_. ‘-:_hin . of nothing elfe, and they were inceffant in their preparations of
! La Fayette was now ele@ed to the command of the new militia, mzhs;.
Tl Qlilwczor mdmpmcﬁ of the merchants, was fupe
prefled, and ailly, formerly kaown ronomical writings, was wm,‘
 chief magift i rthemolmquafm
' .f | luh conﬁdudsl]tmrepnﬂic.mdu fmbaeml'ﬁhm
JIVG ghctm.nwly wllynnfunumw gg’
«wﬂwlmgdpg at large. Al the arrogance, pi - '.
y; all that contempt for the laws, for order,
mdlnu&. fufpicion, and uvols.;gliqh ﬂd in-
gnblic sumnlt, from the e

_.!.,r.",.

od t g 1o, '

mafler, “flndl"i%lkwofaghty-

_ N -'jmmpnfc,mhleﬁ

'll'7 ne of the many evil “,,*_I
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: M eomphmtmg a hlnd of snﬁjrgea(u B they Mﬂxln out of the
turbulent capital ; neither would the faltious pltt t‘ml. T: fuch a fitua=
on, & "hldln opportunity of becoming, as they d- d, parti ‘h &at cabah and fac-
ions; - nM at la\hdt, alternately aéting and being acted upon, the, Exnc by turns the
fiiuments of each other’s purpofes, though the faftion in thu‘ﬂﬁ w feld-)m
~obliged ';gl've way, contrary to its own inclination, to the d ' gl#ﬁm}pl thofe ln
‘the tlly. Tte Parifians were, however, too fenfible, in the prefen Cinft nce of],be ime
P rtance which they derived fram this ﬁnguhr dapmﬁm nu to 3? e '-'!!-' .depnti_u
e -li‘lth every mark of applaufe and tel'pe&. R gk _-_#_ i T,i“w" P N

m:'th Natlonal Aﬂ"em‘!ﬂy now haftened to g!ve that dm !ﬂm:h the

‘they already began to overleap the hounda of mbhptron. n eage
mﬁmp their fovercign of thofe rights which are not only jal ""*‘
‘of monarchical dignity, but highly conducive to the wd&ﬁ of a flat 3
a .labplc of difcuffion with thefe infant legiflators, whether, as reprefentatives of "
they had not the exclufive right of choofing the minifters of the aown. .--é;:m’,' ‘
Ert‘rho, with equal energy and cloquende, pointed out the Mﬂrﬂ'rty and
principles, which tended to veft an unlimited and defpotic pom in th
accufed by Mirabeau, of advancing a doctrine tm’lm llﬂ : “ ¥
. deration, however, prevailed ; after very Warm debatu,l mﬂj& € { { |
- mode of proceeding was adopted ; and an addrefs, propﬂb?dlem e Juigr ‘ bei
'agmd 1o, was prefented to the king, It fet forth, that 4n cqnfeg :
-+ which bis ma.efty had been plealed to exprefs, of conforming his
~ the National Affembly, they humbly advifed him to Aifnils. lm
municllon, andm xecall M. Neckar, and thofe who had m
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with his fon and grandfon, the dukes of Bourbon and Enghien, and the prince of Conti,
retired thither about the lame time.  The count d'Artois, and the princes of Condé and
Contiy had, in the affimbly of Notables, oppoled the double reprefentation of the Third
Eftate, and had, on all occalions, profefled their attachment to the ancient principles of
the monarchy. Thofe who bore them any enmity, or who thought their prefence might
obftru&t their views, were induftrious to influne the popular prejudices, and to afcribe
to them a variety of fuyings and counlcls, hoftile to the opinions that now prevailed.
Bills had been ftuck up in the Pavrars Rovav, pioufly recommending their deftruétion,
and even charitably offering a price for their heads #. In thefe bloody profcriptions were
to be feen the names of the minifters who had juft refigned, and of a number of perfons,
of both fexes, who had become obnoxious to the people, by having been favourites with
the court. In their flight, they were under the neceflity of difguifing themfelves till
they reached the frontier.  The news of the late occurrences at Paris fpread with won=
derful rapidity ; the meflengers of thefe tidings urged the people to arm ; and announc-
ing that the guilty were endeavouring to elcape, travellers, for months afterwards, were
liable to be arrefted and detained at every town throughout the kingdom, unlefs furnifh-
ed with a paflport from the permanent commattee in the capital,

Symptoms of the rapid decline of fetting morfarchy were now abundantly perceived.,
On the night of the fixtcenth, an univerfal gloom reigned throughout the immenfe pa-
lace of Verfailles. Not a minifter remained : and all the princes, with their attendants,
wcre gone, except Monfieur, next brother Yo the king. No longer were the {pacious
apartments crouded with courtiers; alarmed at the paft, and doubtful of the future, they
had withdrawn ; and but few were to be found, except fuch as were immediately on
fervice. It has been remarKed, on this occalion, that fome of thofe who had been ac-
cuftomed to bafk in the funfhine of royalty, and whofe families had rifen to opulence by
the bounties of the fovereign, were the firflt to defert his caufe.

The king was advifed and perfuaded, in the hope of removing the cternal fufpicionsz
and jealoufies of the Parifians, of calming the reftlefs turbulence of their minds, and
thereby of reducing them to a flate of good order and temper, to vifit himfelf the ciry
of Paris. This humiliating and defperate meafure he carried into execution on Friday,
the feventeenth of Juiy, under a full conviction, in his own mind, that he thereby en-
countered the perils of inftant aflaffinatien. Nor will thefe apprehenfions be deemed un-
founded, when it is confidered, that he was deftined to pafs through a multitude in arms,
moft of whom .were unacquainted with the management of them ; and many in a ftate

# There can be nc doubts, but that the mafer of the Palais Royal would have been glad to purchafe tlicm at any
rate,

Nn of
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of popular deliriam, and fome yet ftained with the bload which it had madly led them
- to fpill, .t

The National Affembly appointed a deputation to accompany their fovercign, who left
his palace, about ten in the morning, without parade, without his ufual guard, and fur-
rounded by a body of armed inhabitants of Verfailles on foot, who had infifted upon at-
~tending him. When this motley, but folemn, proceflion fet out, many of the ancient

fervants of the court, who had never feen their mafter vifit his capital but furrounded
with the fplendour of the throne, and amidft the acclamations of his people, burft into a
flood of tears, At Seve he was received by a detachment of five-and-twenty thoufand
of the Parifian militia. As he approached the gates of the capital, he was met by M.
Bailly, the new chofen mayor of Paris, attended by the municipal officers, and the depu-
ties of each diftrict. After the mayor had prefeated him with the keys of the city, and
addreffed him in a fpeech, neither remarkable for its eloquence nor its truth, he proceeded
to the town<hall between two files of burghers, thrée deep, who lined the road, to the
number of two hundred thoufand men, arined with fuch weapons as they had been able
to procure, and confequently exhibiting a moft motley appearance. The cannon that
had been taken at the Baftille and the Hotel des Invalids were purpofely placed in his
road, while about his coach were thofe perfidious troops who, a few days before, had en-
joyed -the diftin€tion of being his guards, Throughout the immenfe crowd a profound
filence prevailed ; the ufual exclamation of Vive /e Roi ! with which the air, at other
times, would have refounded, had been prohibited, or was forgotten. The accidents that
had been apprehended were now experienced; muifkets were heard to go off; feveral

perfons were wounded ; and a young woman of a decent family, and mother of feveral
children, was fhot near the carriage of the king .

It was half palt four in the afternoon, when the king, after having been more than fix
hours in performing a journey of about ten miles, reached the town-hall, where he was
again harangued by a M. Moreau de St. Mery, one of thofe rewolution-oratars, who,
having collected a few ftale maxims, and hackueyed fentiments, di(phyeed them on all oc-
cafions, without the fmallelt regard to fitnefs of time, or propriety of application. With
men, vanity hasthe magic power of giving an appearance of novelty to truths old as the -
univerfe. M. de' Saint Mery concluded his harangue by fagacioufly ebferving, that
« The throne of a king is never fo folid as when it hath for its bafis the love and Jde- "
% delity of the people,” whence he inferred, that the throne of Lewis the Sixteenth
(tho__ugh then tottering to its very foundation) was immeveable / ' %

One part of his fpeech, however, was calculated to imprefs a belief of the real czi&-

o0 See M, Crawford's publication, quoted in a former note, p. 184,
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ence of thofe flagitious and cruel defigns againft the city of Paris, which had been fo
indoftrioufly imputed to the court, as a means of exciting the prefent troubles. On this
imputation, a denial fo involuntary, fo unembarraflcd, and fo pofitive, burft from the lips
of the kimg, that it was impoffible for the by-ftagders to avoid feeling a conviltion, that
it was the language of confcious innocence in an indignant refiftance to falfe accufation;
and M. de Lally, who heard it, declares that the mayor of Paris himfelf, who was alfo
prefent, muft, from that moment, have cealed to believe that any hoftile project had
been formed againft the capital *',

As Charles the Wife had been compelled to accept the badge of faction from the hands
of Marcel, fo was Lewis the Sixteenth, who filled the fame throne, now obliged to fub-
mit to the degradation of receiving from the hands of Bailly, who occupied the fame
polt, the national cockade. After having heard feveral other peeches, the King declared,
that the object of his vifit to Paris was to remove any doubts that might be entertained
of the fincerity of his condud, and to requeft that tranquillity might be reltored to the
metropolis, and his {ubjefts return to their ufual occupations. He approved of the noe
mination of La Fayette to the command of the Parifian militia, and of Bally to the
office of mayor; the former was his fervant, and his confent for the appointment of the
other was not yet thought needlefs. After his r;mjcﬁy had fufficiently fhewn himielf to
the people, at the windows of the town houfe, while the exclamations «of Vive Le Roi !
Vive le Nation! were heard from mnumcrablc voices below, he exprefled his defire to ree
turn, and arrived at Verfailles about eight in "the evening,

The powers, which had hitherto been exercifed in the capital by the fervants of the
government, were now aflumed by the mayor and aflembly at the town-houfe. The
mafler of the' poft-office took an oath of fidelity to the nation before the mayor, and the
Hotel de la Police was changed into the Hotel de la Mayorie. The allowances to the
mayor and other officers ; the expences of the militia, of the police, and all other public
difburfements in Paris, were to be defrayed from the revenue ; but for the extraordinary
charges, incurred for the defence. of the town, contributions were to be demanded from
the inhabitants, according to their means, and their zedl for the public caufe.  The bars
riers that had been deftroyed were re-eflablifhed ; the officers of the cufloms were again
placed at them; pawoles marched conftantly through the ftrects ; and, befides the ufual |
mode of lighting them, the inhabitants were obliged to illuminate their houfes at a cer-

- tain hour ; fo that Paris for many weeks after the Revolution, exhibited every night
the gppearance of fome extraordinary public rejoicing.  But, notwithflanding thele pre-
cautions, it. was foon fadly experienced, that whenever the people bent their minds
upon, or were excited to, any aét of viglence, there exifted no regular force by which
§t Memoire de M. le Comte de Lally-Toieadal, p, 75. g

Nne : they
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they could be reftrained ; and that even thofe who had bzett ‘raifed by their power, might
eafily become the vi€tims of their caprice. '

Though the people had difplayed the moft unhounded fatisfation at the pro‘effions of
their fovereign, and a reftoration of harmony had aprriently taken place, they fecretly
cherifhed a {pirit of revenge againft thofe who had efprufed am oppofite party: which
they refolved to gratify, whenever an opportunity fhould occur. The firft victims of
their refentment were M. de Foulon, and his fon-in<law, M. Berthier, intendant of
Paris, The former was accufed of having treated the people with difre/pec? during a
fearcity of provifions, by faying, that if corn could not be had, its plice might be fup-
plied with hay s, We have before obferved, that he had declined a place to which he
he had been nominated under the marefchal de Bioglio; and, being aware of the general
indignation which prevailed againft him, he had, at the commencement of the prefent
difturbances, retired to the country-feat of his friend, M de Sartine; but the vigilance
of an enraged populace was not eafily eluded : he was foon difcovered, and in the night
of the twenty-fecond of July, feized in his bed, by a horde of ruffians, and dragged,
though trembling with age, having attained his feventy fifth year, on foot to Paris;
where, without any previous intcrrogation or form of trial whatever, he was put to
death, with circumftances of fuch peculiar barbarity, as would be painful, and, indeed,
indecent to relate ;=circumitances, too, in which the women were the principal actors ;
twice was he fufpended to the fatal rope, and twice did the cord break, while the infults
he had received were renewed during the dreadful intervals; and a quarter of an hour
was fuffered to elapfe before the new cord could be procured, that put an end to his
exiftence, though not to the enormities of his ferocious affaffins. His head was fe-
vered from his body, and, fome hay being ftuffed into the mouth, was fixed upon a pole;
and paraded in triamph through the fireets of the city *.

M. Berthier, who had been feized at Compiegne, was brought to Paris the fame even~
ing ; and, in his way to the town-houfe, he was met by a proceffion of furies and rufs
fians, who compelled him to kifs the lifelefs head of his murdered father: he had not
been long at the town-houfe, betore they rufhed in, and in fpite of every effort to allay
their favage fury, dragged out their devoted vi€im ; and, after cutting off his head, open-
ed his entrails, while they drew his mangled limbs, which they had torn from his body;

©% That he had really uttered this proverbial phrafe, no proof whatever was adduced.

%3 The mob, alike impious and ferocious, added blafphemy to their cruelty; they placed o erown of thorms upon
the head of the wretched fufferer, and when, finking with pain aad fatigue, he atked for fomething to quench his
whirfl, they offered him vinegar, L'dbbe Sabatiery tom, i p. 93,

about



1789.] LEWIS THE SIXTEENTH. 2717

about the ftreets, exhibiting his head on a pole, and his heart on the point of a cutlafs *,
This unfortunate man left eight children to deplore his lofs.

Such was the fatal confequence of debauching the regular troops, and depending for
fecurity on a Crwic army ; though vight-and-forty thoufand men had been regularly eme
bodied in the capital, and fo diftributed that, at a fhort not ice, they might all have been
cafily alfembled, the magiftrates and officers found it impoffible to prevent a furious mob
from committing the moft horrid murlers, in the face of day, and in the heart of the
city. But let it not be fuppofed that the mavor and the general—Bailly and La Fayette
—difcharged their duty on this occafion '—All that their per/onal influence and exertions
could effe@ was tried :=but did they found the toc/in # did they attempt to affemble the
national guards ? Dud they, in fhort, adopt any one of thofe meafures, for the fuppreffion
of tumult, and for the prevention of fuch grofs violations of juftice and humanity, to
which they would have had recourfe, if but a fingle regiment of Broglio’s army had ad-
vanced towards the capital; or if their fovereign, unarmed and unattended, had repaired
thither to receive their commands ?—~No —=no* ene. Thry were thereby guilty of a fean~
da'ous negleét of their duty; nor could the fuddennefs of the event be pleaded in pallia-
tion of fuch negle@ ; for it was notorious that ene body of men was gone for the pur-
pof= of feizing M de Foulon ; and a fecond, headid by an eleétor, to apprehend his fon-
in-law ; and the time requifite to go te Very and Compeigne, and to return from thence,
was more than amply fufficient for the adoption of the neceflary precautions, to enfure

fafety to the fufferers, and tranquillity to the capital®,

64 The fame man who had been employed to cut off the head of the marquis de Launay was alfo prefent at this
horrid feene. In the depofitton, part of which we have quoted in a former note, he fays—*That he had no part in
# the murder of M. Berthier ; that he was near him, heard him proteft his innocence, and fupplicate the people.
« if they thought him guilty of any crime, to carry him to prifon, in order that lie might be tried; that M. Ber-
o thier was ftabhed tm death by fome (oldiers that a foldier of the regiment of Royal Cravate opened his belly
« with a fubre, and one he is unacquainted with pulled out hus heart, put it into his (the prifoner’s) uand, and in a
# furious manner took him by the collar, faying, Come, dragoon, bring it to the Horel de Filley that he accordingly weng
# with tvm accompanied by many other perfons, and, having feen M. de La Fayette, came away | that in coming
o Jown the fairs, the foldier put the heart upon the point of a cutlafs, and obliged him (the prifoner) to carry it
“ thwough the ftreets (o the Palais-Royal ; that while he was at fupper with the foldier at an eating-houfe, and
o gbe beart lying on the table, the people came and demanded the heart, which they threw out at the window 4"

The daclaration made by this mas was publifhed in all the daily papers printed in the metropolis, under the ar-

ticle of Chareler de Paris,

®5 Tt is, indeed, probable, that they had no confidence in the militia, and that they believed, if called upon to
84, they would bays aéled sgainft them ; but, at all events, this fhould have been tried, and it was their duty 10

. make the wial,

Lt .
4 Not 8 word is here menitioned of the refenrment of the foldiers of the corps tw which the monfter

belonged who tore ouc the heart of Foulon; nor of the dee/ which that refentment is faid to have occe
fioned, on this very night, and by which the ruffian s fuid to have periftied—1t s evidently » tale fabci-

wranflator,
sated by the ¥ Deuy Siais de la Libertdy and adopted by their Pupm

. I ———
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Preparatory to thefe deeds of horror, the moft barbarous and inhuman popular fongs—
which it was alfo the duty of the mayor to fupprefs—f{et to inviting tunes, had been fa-
bricated for the people of Paris, in order, if poffible, to encreafe their native ferocity and
cruclty One of thele, the verfes of which ended with the pious wifh, that all the ari-
flocrats might be hanged at the lanterne, was to be heard, from morning till night, in
every fireet, and almoft every houfe, fung by all clafles and orders ; the fairer partof the
fofter fex degrading themlelves in this refpec to the fame level with the moft profligate
and abandoned. Thefe barbarous words, ke the war whoop of the favages in North
America, became afterwards the death fignal in every part ot France.

After the departure of the princes of the blood, the diffenting nobles-haftened to re-
nounce their former proteft, and held themfelves abfolved by neceffity from the oath they
had taken to their conftituents. It was agreed -to bury the name of States General in
oblivion, and the name of National Affimbly was hence forth adopted by all parties. - Some
reverence feemed ftill to be paid to the word royalty, alihough the fubfiance to which it
related had entirely loft its eflfence. It was thought that the term royalifts, applied to
thofe who were devoted to profeription and popular fury, would yet be too wounding to
the ¢ars of Frenchmen to be endured, the term ariffocrat, therefore, of which not one in

a thoufand of thofe who ufed it knew ‘the true meaning and import, was, upon all occa-
fionis, fubftituted in its place.

The commotions which had taken plac‘e in the capital foon extended their fatal influ-
ence not only to the ncighbouring towns, but even to the moft diftant provinces, At
Samt Ger’main and Poifly fome murders had been committed, on the charge or fufpicion
of a monopely of corn ; attempts of a imilar nature were with difficulty prevented at
Ponteifc; in Brittany the fame diforders prevailed; nor were Normandy and Burgundy
lefs infeéted with the fpirit of tumulr and fedition, which feemed-on the point of diffufe
ing itlelf all over the kingdom.  Emiffaries evidently difpatched from a central point. went
different roads, paffing through the towns and villages, where they fiaid only a _fufficient time
to cavfe the alarm-bell’to be rung ; in one place announcing, as the caufe of alarmy the march
of foreign trovps; in anothery the approach of a band of plundevers; in ally calling the people
e arms; while many of them, for the more ¢ffeltual accomplifhment of their purpofe, diftrs-
buted money as they paffed®™. The end and objeét of their deftruélive progrefs, was the
pillage of granaries, the burning of houles, and the sffaffination of the proprietors,

Whenever the foldiers were called upon to fupprefs the tumulu. thus excited, they made
a mcrlt of dilobedience, and joined the mob. Ty s ega

. W - ’
The prevalence of diforders that feemed to threaten a total diffolution of govern.

“_6 Mémeire de M, de MI,'T*W' P ?’. 76. v
' ment
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ment maturally called for the attention of the National Aflembly, in which both the
executive and legiflative authority appeared, art this period, to be exclufively invefted.
The mind of every virtuous member was of courfe impreffed with fentiments of indigna |
tion at the a&s of barbarity which had been committgd in the capital, and at the fane
guinary difpofition which was fpreading with fuch terrific {fymptoms in the country,
Lally-Tolendal took the lead in the debate on this momentous point, and was ably fes
conded by Mounier, and fupported by otliers of the moderate party ; who propofed a pio-
clamation to warn the people from thus conftituting themfelves judges and executioners
of the law:

But the powerfu! democratic party entertained fentiments of a very different nature on
this fubje@, and il not by any means wi‘h to reftrain the hands, or to confine the aue
thority of their v/feful allies. Some of thefe endeavoured to calm the the virtuous indigna=-
tion of their adveifaries’; one of them, thinking, perhapsy that the victims already immo-
lated would be infuthcient to gratify the refentment of the populice, ypropofed the efta
blithment of a tribunal for trying thofe perfons who had been arrefted,and fuch as fhould
in future be denounced by the people as guilty, This propofal was defended by feveral
deputies ; and many of them, adopting the wifly of lome of the diftriéls of P.;:is, even
advifed the eftablifhment of a grand jury in the capital, for the trial of all flate criminals,
At this very time, too, a lift of profcriﬁtions, in which feveral members of the affembly
were included, was circulated among the peoplg of Paris *7, -

Thefe dangerous propofitions were moft ably combated by M. Mounier, who fhewed
that the creation of laws and tribunals for the punifhment of anterior crimes would be a
violation of the plslincﬁ principles of juftice ; he maiutained, that the profecution of
offences againft the ftate was the exclufive province of the national reprefentatives; and
that it would be a fcandalous proftitution of the fublime inftitution of juries, to render
it fubfervient to popular rage : he afked, whether a tribunal, deftined to try men accufed
by a populace, thirfting for blood, and always prepared, in their ftupid ignorance, to re«
ceive as certain facts calumnies the moft ablurd, would be at liberty to afford protcé&ion
to innocence ; and whether fuch a commiffion would not form a tribunal of blood fub-
fervient to the orders of the fa&ious, and a thoufand times more formidable than the
fatcllites of tyrants the mo# abhorred? g

When the demoeratic party objected, ¢ That the bufinefs of the affembly was to make
# laws, and not to attend to a few particular diforders,” Lally-Tolendal replied, that the
ftoicifm which could lead them coldly to ditate laws, while murdegs were ordering
around them, appeared to him to be very far from deferving the name of a virtue. He

61 Expolé de Ia Conduite de M. Mounier; dans ¥Aflomb.ée Nationale, p. 24, 25,
ridiculed
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ridiculed the pretence of valuing fo highly the liberty of thofe whofe lives they did-not

feem to value at all ; and that curious fpecies of generofity, which induced them to de~
fpife dangers of which they did not paitake,

But ftrong and incontrovertihle as the reafons urged in fupport of the motion ine
difputably were, every fophiflical argument, every pitiful fubterfuge, every daring afler-
tion, that the ingeaviry of faion could devife, or its cfirontery advance, was employed
for the purpofe of perfuading the affembly to reje& it. M. de Laily was told that his
fenfibility had feduced his reafon ; that the conflagrations, imprifonments, and afaifinations
which infpired his mind with horror, were untoward circumflances, which mufl bave been
expeéted, and [hould be borne with patience. Another member obferved to v, that bis ima«
Zination bad oreated dangers which bad no exifience; and that there was no danger but in bis
motion ; it was dangeroos to liberty, becaufe it tended to take trom the people a_falusary
inquictude which they ought to preferve; dangerous to the public tranquillity, becaufe it
would give the peaple a fal/e inguretude which they ought not ro experience ; flill more dane
gerous to the AssemeLy, who would fec the city of Paris declave againfl it, if they adopted
the motion®® ; dangerous to the legiflative power, which, after having broken the formie
dable force of avthority, would, by that means, raife up another force itill more formiduble ;
and dangerous to the executive power, which, all dreadful as it had jult been reprefented,
would be affe@ed by its inability to enforce obedience. So fertile were the brains of
thele orators in the creation of imaginary dangers ; and fo blind to exilling dangers of
fuch enormous magnitude as to exceed, in their confequences, all human calculation !

M. Lally, in his reply, obferved, that a man muft fhut his eyes againft the light, not
to fee dangers which every minute rendered more alarming ; that, in a fhort time, there
would no longer be either an executive power, a judicial power, or a coercive authority,
in France. He called upon the members of the oppofite party to explain a contraft which
‘he was unable to comprehend: “¢On the one hand, it is infifted,”—faid he—*that we

“ fhould remain tranquil, while two perfons are aGually proferibed at Poiffy*; when

“ twelve

o 9 was the operative motive for the open rejeétion of the propofal with the democratic party; they were
afraid of lofing their worthy allies of the capital, whofe affiftance, they knew, was effentially requifite to the fiic-
cefs of thetr fchemes ; and, to obtain this, they did not fcruple to render the legiflative body, s far as they could at
leaft, fubfervient to the caprice of the metropolitan infurgents—W Jf it were mt for theje Par{fians’ —=faid one of them
i qsbom you blame, wrmwmhﬁﬂ‘lﬂ."

€0 Dne of the perfone who fell a victim to the rage of the populace, was Sawvage, 3 mifler at Poifly: being ve-
eufed of having a quantity of fleur in hus poffeffion, the people entered his premifes, where ‘fix or feven hundred
facks of flour were found; this was deemed fufficient proof, and the mob bade him prepare for inftant death g
but, on the interference dﬁuhmwfomﬁqmwhhdﬂnﬁﬂhﬂbmﬂs miller, untl a
proper enquiry fhould have eftablifhed his guilt. He was, therefore, taken to a neighbonring convent, when, after
a yery minute inveRigation of the fadt, it was clearly demonftiated, that be was 0o monopolizer, but had been ap- -

pouited
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« twelve others are threatened ; when the lives of fix inhabitants are demanded i; Pon~
« toife ; when, yelterday, the tocn was rung at Brie-Comte-Robert, and the inhabitants
« were expelled from their houfes ; when the conmandant of Burgundy, diflinguified
¢ by the purity and moderation of his charafter; has narrowly efcaped 'bemg cut w
‘¢ pieces, and thrown into a well j—on the other hand, a needlefs inquictude is pertina-
W cioully kept up, when all the troops are removed, when all the minifters whom we
¢ dreaded are difmiffed, and when the king has refigned himfelf up to vs,”"—He afked,
whether thcy were legiflators, or con/pirators® and, when a cmun-kmg gave thcqp li~.
berty, and they had nothing to do but receive it, why they perfifled in their determination
to conguer ity as if it were to be torn from a tyrant’®?

When Lally enforced his arguments, by defcribing the horrid deaths of Foulon and
Berthier, the celebrated patriot Barnave ironically afked, “ if the bloed he lamented was
“ fo very pure’ P” while Mirabean told him, * It was a time to think rather than to
“ feel.” To this laft remark Lally replied, that Tiberius thoughe, and deeply too; and
Lewis the twelfth fe/t moft accutely; and he afked his opponents, if they had the choice
between the two princes and between the two legiflators, which of them they would
chufe ? .

As the debate was continued during three fucceflive days, and the tumults rather en-
creafed than diminifhed, one of the members took advantage of that circumftance to
affirm, that the very mention of a proclamation had excited an infurre&ion, though its
profeffed object was to enforce refpeét to the laws, and promote the return of publie
tranquillity ; it was objeCted at. the fame time, that the perfons to whom it was addreffed
could not read, though when the declaration of rights came to be dileufled, the fame party
difcovered that every man in France could rfead ; another objeétion was, that it could not
be prefented to the king for his fanction, becaufe the form of the fanflion was not yet
determined, though a fortnight after they loft fight of this circumftance, when they
withed the king to fan&ion the decress of the fourth of Augull.

A fenfe of thame on one fide, and unceafing perfeverance on the other, produced at
Jength, in fome degree, their effect, and, on the twenty-third of July, the proclamation
was iflved, but not till it had been ftripped of all the cogent expreflions propofed by
Lally, fuch as the following fentences ; that “ Whoever excited troubles was a bad citi-

pointed by m&mt to purchafe corn for the ufe of the capital. The mob, however, refolved not to be difap-
pointed of their prey; they again feized the unhappy man, and conduéted him to the place of execution, where a
journeyman butcher fevered his head from his body,

L ]

7 Mémoire de M. le Gomte de Lally-Tolendal, p. 68,88, 71 L’ Abbé Sabatier, tom, . ps 96.

Oo “zen;
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« zen; and.that thapnmfhment of a crime was itfclf a crime, when not commanded by
“ the law.” The motives for preventing the promulgation of thefe evident truths.
could not be miftaken.— T'he propoful that the proclamation fhould be prefented to the.
kmg. lct:ompamcd by a requeft, that his majeity would cwfeit tobe circulated through=
out the provinces, and r=ad in all the churches, was alio reje@ed.—The. proclamation.,.
as entered on the regifters of the allembly, was this: 14

"% The National Affembly confidering, that, from the firlt moment of its formation,.

« it has adopted no refolution but what gives it a juft title to the cdnﬁdcncc of the peo-.
“ ple; that it has already eftablifhed the hrit toundations cn which the publtc liberty and
« felicity fhould reft  thatthe king has recenily acquned a fironger claim then ever to
¢ the confidence of his faithful fubjeés ; that he has not only huniclf permiited them to
« demand their liberty and rights, but that at the defire of tae affen bly, he has removed.
« every fubje&t of diffidence capable of alarming the public mind ; that he has removed
« thiofe troops whof¢ prefence: or approach had Tpread terror through the capital ; that he.
¢t has difmiffed from about his perfon thofe counfellors who were objefls of uneafinefs
¢ to the nation; that he has recalled thofe whofe retuin was fo anxioully defi.ed ; that
¢ he has appeared in the National Affembly, with the uvnielerved confidence of a father
« amidft his children, torequeft their sffiftance in promoting the falvation of the fiate ;
« that, a&uated by the fame fentiments, he has returned to his capital to afJactate himfelf
« with his people, and, by his prefence to remove every remainng apprchenfion ; thar,
«in this flate of perfect harmony between the chief and the reprefentatives of the nation.‘
© and after the complete union of alt the orders, the affembly is now occupied, and will
% never ceafe to occupy itlelf, in the grand obje of the conflitution ; that any diffi-
« dence, tending to difturb the ineftimable harmony of the prefent moment, would im-
« pede the labours of the affembly, prove an obftacle to the execution of his majc fty’s
« intentions, and, at the fame time, pive a fatal blow to the general intereft of the na-
* tion, as well as to.the private intereils of its component members ; that not a citizen
« in fine, but fthould fhudder at the idea of troubles, which, in their deplorable confg:
“ quences, would produce the difperfion of families, the interruption of commerce, the
¢« privation of fuccour from the poor, a ceffation of lubour for workmen and citizens,
* and for all ranks a total fubvertion of focial order :—The Nutional Aﬂ'cmbly, there~
* fore, exhort all the nation to peace, to the maintenance of public order and tranquil-
“ lity, to difplay that confidence which is due to their fovereign, and their reprefenta-

* tives, andto fhew that- refpe- for the laws without which no liberty can have
4 cxn&enu.

“ The affembly farther déclares, with refpe@ to the agents of power, who thall have
s caufed, or hy their crimes may caufe, the misfortunes of the people, that they ought to-

“ hemfn&, conyiied, and pusithed, but that ouly by the law, which fhould take them -
“ under-
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« under its fafeguard, until the final decifion of their fate; that the profecution of all
“ crimes of /efe-nation appertains to the reprefentatives of the nation ; that the affembly,
€ in the conflicut:on which it is inceffantly occupied in fornii ng, "will point out the tribunal
“ before. which every perfon accufed of fuch crithes fhall be profecuted, that he may be
« Judged accoiding to the laws, and enjoy the advantage of a public trial.”

It here again appears that the Afflembly had imbibed the idea that they had been con-
vened for the purpofe of forming a conflitution ; this was the grand rock on which they
fplit; the flagrant miftake which betrayed them into a thoufand errors, into numberlefs
exertions of UNconsTITUTIONAL authority,  What idea could be more prepoiierous,
or mo'e degrading to the people themlfelves , than that fuch a nation as France was, fo
many centuties after its eliablifhment, witkout a conflitution ; Men muft furely have
diunk deeply of the waters of Lethe who could entertain fuch an idea, and forget that
conftitution, in virtue of which the States themfelves had been affembled, and under
which the nation had rifen almoft to the fummit of glory and fplendor. That it was
their province and their duty, to remove any corruptions that had crept into the confli-
tution ; to reflore, im conjunétion with the king, the national eflablifhments to their pri-
mitive purity ; and even to modify, correft, extend, and improve thofe inftitutions on
which the w:lfare and happinefs of the people eifentially depended, we are not difpofed
to contelt ; but to fuppofe that becaufe the finances were deranged, the ftate was to be
diforganized, chaos to come again, and a new cre.mon to take place, would be to harbour
a fuppofition that all rational men muft regard as the offsprings of infanity | Nor does

it afford lefs ground for aftonifhment, that fome of the very perfons who thus talked of
Sorming a conflitution, not only acknowledged the extflence of a conflitution, in the moft
expreis terms, but feemed to confider its principles as facred and inviolable.—M. Mou.
mcr, in making his report from the committee charged to regulate the mode of proceed-
mg with regard to the conflitution, reminded the Affembly of feveral ¢ fundamental liws
« of the monarchy:? he faid * We will not forget that the French are not a new peo-
« ple, recently emerged from the forefls to form an affociation, but a great fociety ot
« twenty-four millions of men, which wifhes to confirm the bords that unite its dife
¢ ferent parts, which wifhes to regencrate the kingdom, and whick will ever bold Jacred
“ the true principles of the monarchy 1%, ~The fa& is, that prompt definition and gradual
melioration were the fubjefs that called for the attention of the Allembly, . and by a fifiét

78 It muft, howaver, be confeffed, that, amidft a difplay of vanity, pride, and prefumption, almoft unequalled in
the annals of nations, the French did fubmit to degradations st which the (malleft ftates would have fhuddered ¢
what could be more degrading to them than sbe defpair they evinced on the difmiflion of Neckar, which was
mmmuwﬂmumhadthekm‘dudemdodonmmn,—m that man a

7 A
I .+ 1) Expofé de la Conduite ¢¢ M. Mounier, p, 12.

Qo2 adherence -
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adherence to thofe points they might have drawn that defirable line, which precludes
the encroachments of dcfpotil'm. on the one hand, and of anarchy, on the other.

Wlnt paﬂ'ed in the debates on the fubje&of the proclamation, convinced M, de Lally~
Tolendal of ““one dreadful truth.”—¢1 perceived,” fays he, “ a tonnedtion bctwccn
¢ the troubles without doors and the internal movement of the Affembly ; 1 faw that
¢ terror would fubdue thofe whom fophiftry could not fubdue ; that, from time to time,
“ fome grand combuftions would oceur to renew the impreflions of terror ; and that, by
4 this means, a very {mall number of individuals might render the pure intentions of
« the majority ufelefs ; for I muft fay,that it appeared to me, and I.do not think I was
« deceived, that by much the greater number of the deputies were friends to the public
« good ; that it was the conftant objeét of their purfuit ; that they often imagined they faw
¢ it where it did not exift ; that they always experienced regret when prevented by their
+¢ fears, from promoting it, and promoted it whenever no perfon had an intereft in pre-
“ yenting it 74.”

‘We have already obferved that Neckar had been recalled by letters from the king,.
which overtook him at Bafil, he having quitted Bruffels, witha view to  retire to his ef-
tate in the vicinity of Geneva ; on his” way to Verfailles he had been informed of the
murder of Foulon and Berthier, as well as of the imminent danger of the baron de Be-
zenval commander of the Swifs troops, who had been feized, in violation of the free-
dom of the fubje&, and the orders of the king 7, by the militia of Villenaux, and-
threatened with inftant death, on account of an m_terccpted letter, in which he had or-
dered M. de Launay to defend the Baftille tothe lall. Neckar immediately wrote a-
letter of interceffion from Nogent to the magiftrates of Villenaux. in his favour, appriz=
ing them: of the permiffion which the baroa hadcobtained from the king to repair to
Switzerland, and attempting to enforce the refpect that was due to the orders of their.
fovercign ; but his efforts were ineffeCtual, for the magiftrates had fent tothe permanent
committee at Paris for orders, by which they were determined to be guided. At Ver-
failles, Neckar was received with fuch general demonftrations of exceffive joy; as have
been compared to  the tranfports.of the Romans when Cicero was recalled from exile.

Afterhe had paid his refpe@s to the king and the National Affembly, he repaired to
Paris ; and the gratifications of vanity were never more amply difpenfed to.any-conquer~
orin ancient Rome, than they were, upon this occafion, to-M. Neckar. Thole voices
which fome few days before had found the greateft difficulty in pronouncing Vive le Ro: !
now filled the air with the univerfal fhout of Vive M. Neckar! He laudably endea--
woured to convert this moment of popular applaufe and enthufiafm to an excellent pur~-

74 Mémoise, p: 99, 73 Idem, p, 98,
pole ;.
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pole;—after fuitable expreflions of gratitude for the honour conferred on-him, he

expatiated largely on thofe rights of humanity which every member of fociety is
bound mo't religioufly to obferve, with that animated eloquence which a knowledge of
his privare virtues rendered doub'y imprefive ; he,conjured the affembly of ele&ors to
put an end to thofe fanguinary proferiptions, ar which even juftice fhudders, whofe vic-
tims ever meiit their fate ; and he requefted, in particular, the releafe of the baron de

Bezenval, He drew a very faithful piGture of all the horrors that fuch lawlefs proceed-
ings would infpire, and entreated the Aflembly to exert every precaution in order to pre-
vent a repetition of thefe calamities, which ought, if poffible, to be configned to -tcrﬁal
oblivion ; he reprefented, that fuch fanguinary executions, without trial, without form,

without Jaw, are no lefs an outrageto juflice then tohumanity, fubverfive of the public or-
+ der,and fatal to the national honour. Thefe pallages of his fpeech were pronounced
with fomuch feeling, that they proved irrefiftible jevery heart was moved, and every eye
fuffufed with tears, while the only words that were heard throughout the hall were thofe
of ¢« Mercy, mercy to the guilty ! a general amnefly I"—At this moment the populace
who were waiting in the Place de G.éve, where the town houfe is fituared, loudly de-
manded M. Ne¢kar; and while he went to a balcony, in order to gratify their wifhes,
the count de Clermont Tonnerre, who had accompanied him to Paris, propofed to the
Afenbly to confirm, by a formal refolution, the’ vote of mercy and forgivenefs which.
he had framed ; this motion was received and ratified with unanimous applaufe ; and,
on M. Neckar’s return to the hall, the count de Clermont Tonnerre read the refolu-
tion, which affc&ted him moft fenfibly, and excited his warmeft approbation.

In confequence of this refolution, the affembly of ele@ors difparched two duputies and
a guard to Villenaux, to conduét the baron de Bezenval to the fronticrs of Switzerland.
But, alas! fhort was the triomph of juftice and humanity ! the pacific difpofition.
evinced by the eletors filled with alorm the minds of thole to whom troubles and com-
motions afforded the means of fubfiftence or elevation, At the approach of night the
faltious affembled in their capital—the Palais-Royal ;—inthat Palais-Royal (toverify the
prediction of Lally-Tolendal) where hiftory is obliged to fay that the manners of the .
people were corrupted ; the troops debauched ; the bodies of the dead dragged about, and.
the heads of the living proferibed. There they had {fworn to enforce the revocation of
the decrees paffed at the town houfe, and they began their march for that purpofe, One
diltrict, alarmed, had communicated its terror to feveral others: the tocfins were rung ;
the u'ocp enc eafed ;.and the town-houfe was expofed to the dangers of a fiege 7°,

Thul fimulated, feveral difti@s exprefled their difapprobation of the proceedings of
the morning ; and intimidated the afferbly of ele@ors, who, far from daring to perfe-
10 Mémoire de M. de Lally-Tolendal, p. 9.

o \ ‘ vere
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vere in a lamhblc mea!'ure. haftened to fubferibe the following explanatory paper, tephlﬂ
with filthood and equivocation.

& The Affembly, at thc_rcquiﬁtinrf of feveral diftrifs, explaining, as far as necellary,
« the refolution taken this morning, in confequence of the fpeech and requeft of M.
¢ Neckar, declare, that, in exprefing a fentiment of pardon and indulgence towards
¢ their enemies, they did not mean to include thofe who might be accufed or conviéted
“ of high treafon againft the nat:on ; but, merely, that they would henceforward decide
¢ and punilb only according to law ; and, confequently, that they profcribe, agreeable
« to the tenor of the refolution, every aét of violence and excefs that may tend to dis-
« turb the public tranquillity ; and this refolution can bear no other conftruétion, be-
¢ caufe the Affembly fmrn which it proceeded, never fuppoled, or could fuppofe, it had
“¢ a right to pardon 7.""—This curious rctra&man was figned by M. Moreau de Saint

Mery,

77 1t wat poculiarly unfortunate that in this attempt, fo truly confonant to virtue and humanity, M. Neckar
fhould have fallen into two pobitical eriors of (uch importance, that they ferved much to weaken the enthufiafm of
his admirers, and to leflen the general opinion conceived of his abilities, The firft of thefe related to the National
Affembly, und the fecond to the Parifians. The former, and by much the greater, was his applicat on t the eity of
Paris for the liherty or life of an accufed ¢riminal, and, at the fume time, for a general pardon, kuowing, that, as
the National Affembly now fupplied the places both of the fovereign and panliament, there was no other power
exifting which could Liwfully grant either,  This was accordingly difpleafing to the Affembly, in a very great de-
gree, ltwas, indeed, but too true, that Puris was rapidly haftening to affume the thapeofan independent republiz, and
making slarming ftrides towards .he potletiion of abfolute power ; and it was no lels trae, that the National ATembly, ~
though fully aware and apprehenfive of the danger, yet, whether from want of fpirit, or from whatever other
caufe, did not venture to attempt confining that turbuleat eapital within duebounds of fubjeftion ; but they were -

by no means pleafed or fatisfied that her indepeydence or power q:ndd be formally acknowledged by a minifter
of ftate, -

The fecond errar confifted in his addreffing the electors of Paris as a legal body, when their proper funétions extend-
ed no farther than o the choice of reprefentatives ; and the new command, with which they were entrufted by the
peopie on the thirteenth, proceeded mevely from the non-exiftence of any other body of men i whom they could

» npofe confidence j but that refraftory populace, who abhoired every degiee of ﬁ:bmbnm,.malmdy heartis
ly tired of the government exercifed by the eleftors, and were extremely dffatisfied with, and entertained great
jealoufy of them, on the very grounds of M, Neckar's fpeech; fo that when he probably thought that he was
highly fawering and pleafing the people by the compliment s he paid, and the powers he afiribed to their councilat
the town<houfé, His eloguent harangue was pmducmg a directly contrary «ffect.  The people confidered the cons’
dult of the council as a Bagrant invafion of their rights, as an undue reftriétion on their favourite exercife of ad-
miniftering fummary juftice 3 anil boing now farther seritated by this dire@ and public sppeai,—the confequences

of which were greatly magnified by MWﬂmmmmuﬂmh‘M,m they
Erew oulrageuus.

The committee of electors, perceiving that their popularity was gone, and that they were expofed to the ;
of being treated as u{urpcrs, prudently refigned their feats: the government of the tum -

ultuous capital was then
placed in abody that was called the reprefentative body of the commons of Paris, with the mayor, M. Baily,
&t its head.

.
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Mery, the celebrated Parifian orator, and by M. Vigne, prefident of tbe gcn:nl affembly
of the els&ors of the city of Paris,

On the followmg day, thefe proceedings were’ taken into confideration by the Na-
tional Allembly, when feveral members fuffered their zeal fo tar to tranfport them bes
yond the bounds of juflice, as to infilt that every man /ufpeéted of harbouring bad ine
tentions towards the nation fhould receive exemplary punifbment; by which means a
more intolerable fpecies. of defpotifm than even that which had prevailed in the reign of
the fificenth Lewis would have been eftablifhed. But the conver/ation on this fubjet
being interrupted by the arrival of fome deputies from Paris, the objeét of whole miflion
qau,pml.y to complain of the attempt to procure an amnefty, and partly to'warn the
Aﬁ'embly againft adopting or giving a fanétion to fuch ameafure, a regular debate cnfucd.
in which the fame influence prevailed that had (wayed the elefors at Paris,

The count de Clermont-Tonnerre courageoufly, but ineffe@ually, inveighed againgt. .
the manceuvres employed to excite the people to revolt, and to infpire them with a dif-
gufting ferocioufncfs™, M. Mounier defended, with great energy and cloquence, the.
prmc:glﬂ of perfonal freedom, without which, he, jultly obferved, political liberty was
but an ahfun_i and dangerous chimera. He afked, who was the accufler of M. de Be-
zenval ; what was the charge preferred againfl him.; and in virtue of what order the.
militia ot Villeneaux had ventured to arreft am officer of the king's troops? He main«
tained. that no man could be imprifoned but by virrue of the law ;. that the law did not.
permit the imprifonment of any man, without a regular accufation and a legal charge,:
unlefs the culprit were taken in the fal, or apprchended in confequence of a hue and ery,
—clameur publique—that is to {ay, immediately after the fa& was committed, and when
purfued by perions who had witnefTed its commiffion. He obferved, that this was the
only fenfe in. which the words elameur publigue could be underftood ; that it only became
fubordinate tyrants to give them a different interpretation ; and that, if a popular report,
a fimple {ufpicion, was to be called a clamur publigue, vo individaal could be fure of his
liberty,.—Congenial as thefe fentiments indifputably were to the true fpirit of rational,
freedom, and incontrovertible as were the argumentsby which they were enforced and fup=

In the debates in the National Affembly, on the fohjeét of the proclamation propofed by M. Lally, Mirabeau
and feveral other members broached the dangerous dodtrine, that the capital fhould, in conjuction with the Alferm-
bly, organize its own municipal government, inflead of receiving, with obedience, the law that fibuld he given it
onthat fubjedt, hy the legiflauve budy. 1f cvery man in the kingdom had claimed a Gmilar privilege, what muit
bave become of the waity of the politieal body, which M. Mirabeau himfelf fo ftrongly mommu;d ?

7" He mhnluly npruhld the Mameful pradtice of publlckly expofing to fale, at all the gates of the Palais
‘Royal, the moft l!nndalmn gl libellows prints.  There wits one print, in particular, he noticed, entitled, The Cale
" aulater, wn which * man was seprefented, forming an arithmesical rule, with four bloody heads lying hafase lum on
Bis ure u, £0d. 2 Paper on Which Was WtlChemmtut of twenty-four pay fiuey and ninciern wisl remine—Memoire o
Laliy “Tolendal, p. 204,
«'% Ly



288 REIGN OF [1780.

ported, the orator was, neverthele(s, interrupted, in the middle of his fpeech, by the
hiffes of the democratic party., He replied, however, with manly firmnefs—* I'do not
¢« defire applaufe ; I do not fear cenfure; not do I feek to obtain the favor of the city
¢t of Paris".” His opponents juflified their condu& in interrupting him by obferving
that he had uttered nothing but common-place remarks*™ 1!

“This curious juftification called up M. de Lally, who remarked that whenever a
member of the Affembly yielded to an impulfe of humanity, and deplored the public
‘calamities with a degree of fenfibility, that would fearcely, he conceived, be deemed in«
confiftent with the chara&ter of a legiflator, he was drily recalled to the rigour of prin-
«ciples ; and that when the moft rigorous principles were invoked in favour of liberty, of
perfonal freedom, they were rejedted in their turn, ard ftigmatized as common=place re<
marks. But all the efforts of the moderate party proved ineffeftual ; and, after a warm
debate, it was refolved, that, the National Affembly, having heard the reports of the de-
puties of the reprefeatatives of the commons of Paris, declared its approbation of the
explanation given by the eletors of Paris to their refolution of the thirteenth of July.
(Thus did they condefcend to fanction the bafe retraltation of a commendable a&, a re«
traltation, too, founded on falfhood !) « They refolved, alfo, that if a generous and hu-
mane people (the Paiifians had, {urely, by this time, forfeited every juft claim to fuch flat-
tering epithets) wifhed for ever to prohibit all profcriptions, (they never expreffed fuch a
wifh !) itbecame the reprefentatives of the fiation to try and punifh thofe who were accufed
and convi€ted of having made any attempt againft the fafety, liberty, and tranquillity of
the public;—(it became them to a& with propriety and juftict, to regulate trials and
conviflions by the laws which exifted at the time when the crime was committed, and
not to infli¢t arbitrary punifhments, warranted only by ex poff faéto laws; moreover, if
it became them to flight the dictates of mercy, and to punifh thofe who made any at-
tempt againft the liberty and tranquillity of the fubje&, the inhabitants of Paris fhould
moft certainly have been the firft objeéts of punifhment |)—<That, confequently the
Naitional Affembly perfifted in its former regulations refpeéting the refponfibility of mi-
nifters and thofe entrufted with the exccutive power, and the r&abhﬂlmcnt of a tribunal
tn decide on, and a commitree to receive, informations, m&ru&iom, and intelligence.
They concluded their refolutions with an order, that Bezenval fhould be kept under a fafe
guard at Brie Comte Robert, the town where he was then confined. This laft was to
him the moft fortunate claufe that could poffibly be devifed ; for the writers, on both
fides, acknowledge or declare, that no human power could have prevented another pube

79 Expofé de la Conduite de M. Mounier, p.27, 28,

% 1f allthe members had been debarred the utterance of commas-place remarks, the nutmbers of orators would
have experienced a diminution fo confiderable, that the Affembly muft have rather refembled a meetiog d'@hﬂ

. than a convention of Fienchmen,
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" At this eonm&de 60, 2 very warm debate wWas oceafioned by the feizure of fome
Tetters, on the perfon of the baron de Caftelnau, the French refident at Geneva, among
which was one from the duke of Dorfet, the Englifh ambaffador at Vierfailles, to the
count d"Artois ; which, as the prefident of the affembly had returned the packer to the
mayor and permanent committee of Paris, without reading it, gavg rife to various reports
not very fayourable to England. When this matter was taken into confideration, very
different opinions were entertained as to the moft proper mode of proceeding. Many of the
members expatiated on the flagrant inconfiftency ot violating epiftolary correfpondence at a’
moment when the reprefentatives of the nation were exprefsly inftruted by their conftie
tuents to provide a remedy for that abufe in futare, In the midft of t thefe debutes a lerter
was received by the prefident, from the baron de Caftelnau, informing him, that as foorn

the count de Montefa and Tis wife, who after a piftol had been holden to their breafts for three hours, during
which time they afked for death as a favour, were dragged from thewr carriage and thrown inte a pond, where they
muft have perifhed but for the affiftance afforded them by a regiment that happened to march that way ; the baron
de Montjuftin, fufpended in a well for an hour and a half, while the moh were deliberating wh:bamuq thould
let him fall into the water, or put him to death in fome other way ; and the chﬂt? er tl'Amhh,fnzl,d at his country-
feat, dragged naked through the village, and buried 1 a dunghill, after having had his gyu-brm md hau-.
pluukad out, while the mob, tike a horde of favages, Uanced arovnd him !

After alluding to feveral other fafts of a fimilar natare—* There,” fays M. de Lally, “is an drfdgdln nt
« thofe precautions of mifir/l which I have calumniated, by calling them oty of atracity ! nod Whente pr..om.d this
“ mifufi }  Who has excited the peaple of the country and the towns torevolt ) W muvmn fay that the
1 nobles of the afferibly intended to blow up the hall at & time when none l'mt the members of the Third Eftite _
“ fhould be prefent?  Wh perfinded the peafints of Franche-Comté that the nables were agsinft the king ? #o
“ forged orders from the king to attack the nohles, and defiroy their pofleffions + Why ‘was that l,n.l'un!al fuble,
« which at fuft infpired all the horror againft M de Melmay that it waccalculated to produce, configned te oblivion
% the moment it'was perceived that horror ‘muft be turned igaindt his calumnistors® ? And fhall the indignution [
st experience at thefe erimes, and the impuaity with which they are fuffered o' pafs, be confidered, Altesnately, as
« weaknefs of difpofition, and as coolnels in the eanfe of liberty?  Ah ! I feel myfolf influenced by the example of
# the wodern Americans, or of the Dutch of former times, whee 1 fee them fhedding freams of Elood in fighting
4 for that liberty. But thefts juftified by fuphnmyl Conﬂa;mtinns excited by Forgers ! Affxflinations urged by
« Rhetoricians! Ata time; o, when there was no refiftance=—when the nobles confented to every thing ;—when
« gpart of them had devoted themfelves. to the populaf caufe; when they Mﬂ‘m their priviloges e
Such cireumftances muft appal the foutett heart, if it has not -tunrﬂl mw mig, fud hue
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as he knew the letters found on him, had been laid before the Prafident, he had wri;m \
to the duke of Dorlet, entreating him to requeft they might be openel. The baron
added; that, onyreceiving the minilter’s order for his return to Geneva, he afk:d for u dea
lay of twelve days, with the view of pafling throagh Hainault, to pay his refpefts to the
count d'Artois, to whofe perfon hf: was attached by his office—he had a place in the
count’s h: m[hold-—-as well as the ties of gratitode ; and he. concluded by declaring, that
the letters contained nothing but compliments on the part of the duke of D ef:t, 1nd
congratulations on the count’s fafety. The prefident addedy rhit he, himfelf, had ree
ceived a letter from the duke of Dorfet, requefting an interview, which he had thonght
proper to decline.  THis fingular debate was, at length, torminatcd by the conpt e Clera
mont Tonnerre, who affured the affembly, that he had read the lewer in queltion, at the
Town-houfein Paris, and that it did not contain one fyllable capable of being canftrued
asinjurious to the national interelt.: -

But though this declaration was fufficient to convince the affembly of the futility of
their fufpicigns, it did not prodace the fame effccls on the Parifians, the refult of whofe
meditations and difcuflions was a fagacious difcovery, rhat England had entered into a
treaty with the ariftocratic party, and that thc duke of Dorfet and the count d’Artois
were to negocmo between them,

A

This idea being once adopted, a thoufand circumf{tances were fpeedily produced to fance
tion and confirm it. A panphlet, falily afcribed to an Englifh nobleman—by M. de Saint
Mery, who had found fuch an imputation neceflary for the embellifhment of one of his
patriotic harangues,—had been recently publiflied in order to prove that the claims of the
people were in many inftances unrealonable ;—a proof not very difficult to cftablith : this
was deemed amply {ufficient to thew that the fentiments of the Englith nation were hofe
tile to lhéwulu caufe ; and every poffible doubt on the fubject was removed when they
heard of thequlrmtnt of a finall fquadron, then fitting out at Portfmoath, for the pur=
pofc of obfclutwn. It was pofitively afferted, the ariftocratic party had agreed to deliver
the port of Brelt to the Engldh ; In reiurn for which, Eogland was to aflit them in dif

folvmg the Natwml Allembly.

e of Dufet foutfumd an evident alteration i in the condu@ of the Parifians
n, and, when he was informed of the caufe, he deemed it requifite to write to
Montmorin, one of the miniflers, in order to contradi& a report which he
ered ag injurieus to his honour ; and as he was debarred from any direét coun= -
.mumqt.ion‘ﬁuh the National Aflembly, he requefied the count would take upon
- hlmfelf w%uqmu to them the {ubftance of his letter, This requefl was accordinge
complied with ; and in puslehm'theduhe fet forth, that he had heard reports from
dwrm quarters, infingating thit the court of Eogland had affifted in fomenung q\w :
troubles which had Mm capltal for fome time palk ; that fhe had taken adyantage
v kh _ e .
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the two powers, would be attended with the moft fignal advantages to both, and their
co-operation contribute, in a great degree, to the reftoration of tranquillity in Europe :
this letter was ordered, by the National Aflembly, to be printed and pablithed, that every
remaining prejudice againft the Englifh might bg removed from the minds of the people.

But though the affembly had thus amicably terminated this delicate tranfaétion, it was
attended with ferious confequences in the province of Brittany. The plot, mentioned in.
the duke of Dorfet’s letter againft the port of Breft, was, by the Bretons, immediately
laid to the charge of the nobility ; and the enemies of fome of that body, who had thewn
themfelves averfe from the revglution, indpﬂriouﬂy reprefented them to the people as the
criminals. Scveral of them were accordingly arrefted and committed to prifon ; when
the nobility of the province appealed to the juftice of the National Affembly, and ene
treated that the duke of Dorfet might be requefted to give more precile documents, that
the criminality fhould no longer be extended to all the ancient families of a refpeétable
quarter of the kingdom, but might attach to thofe only who were really concerned. The
invefligation of the fa& was referred to the executive power, but the Affembly at the
fame time exprefled their convition, that the evidence was fo vague and indire&, that
the gentlemen ought to be liberated. :

The month of Auguft was the period deftined by the National Affembly for the com-
mencement of thofe important labours which they reprefented as the grand objeét for
whicli they had been convened. But before we enter into a detail of their proceedings
on points of fuch infinite magnitude, it may not be amifs to take a view of the real ftate
of the kingdom, and particularly of the capital, at this crifis, which had evidently no
{mall influence on the condutt of the members, '

In the courfe of little more than three weeks, that vaft and turbulent metropolis,
which was deftined to give the law to a whole empire, had undergone no lefs than three
revolutions in its own conftitution of government. Having, in the firft inflance,
thrown off all eitablifhed authority, whether derived from the fovercign, or from its own
municipal inflitutions, the  capital feemed cxpofed a prey to every fpecies of diforder,
violence, and of the moft unbounded anarchy. ,In this alarming and dangerous fiate, it
happened moft fortunatcly for that city, and, probably, Taved it from continual fcenes of
plunder and maffacre, that the better clafs of citizens perceived within their reach the
means of eftablifhing, at leaft, a temporary authority, which might tend to preferve or-
der, and to afford fecurity. The body of conftituent clectors, who 1cturned the depu-
t#s from Paris to the States, were, of courfe, compolud of the principal citizens in their
refpeélive diftriéts : they amounted to about three hundred, and, fortunately for the cae
pital, poffefled, in a high degree, the good opinion and confidence of the people.  On
thefe the moft opulent and refpe@table part of the citizens immediately calt their eycs, ag

Qq capable
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the two powers, would be attended with the mofl fignal advantages to liath, and their
co-operation contribute, in a great degree, to the refioration ot tranguitliny i Vuiope ;
this letter was ordered, by the National Aflembly, to be printed and publithed, vt every
remaining prejudice againit the Englifh might bg removed from the minds ot ilie people.

But though the affembly had thus amicably terminated this delicate tranfullion, it was
attended with ferious confequences in the provinee of Brittany.  The plot, mentioned in
the duke of Dorfet’s letter aganft the port of Breft, was, by the Bretons, immediarely
laid to the charge of the nolility ; and the enennes of fome of that boady, who had thewn
themfclves averfe from the revglution, induflioufly reprefented them to the peaple as the
criminals.  Scveral of them were accordingly arrefled and comnmutted 1o prifon ; when
the nobility of the provinee appealed to the juftice of the Nuational Atlewbly. and ene
treated that the duke of orfer might be requefted w give more precile documents, that
the eriminality fhould no longer be extended to all the ancient families of a refpectable
quarter of the Kingdom, but might attachi to thofe only who were really concerned. The
invedligation of the fa& was referred to the exceutive power, but the Alfembly at the
fame time exprefled their convi@tion, that the evidence was fo vague and indirect, that
the gentlemen ought to be liberated.

.

The month of Auguift was the period deftined by the National Affembly for the com-
mencement of thofe important labours whicl) they reprefented as the grand object for
whichi they had been convened.  But before we enter into a detail of their proceedings
on points of fuch infinite magnitude, it may not be amils to take a view of the real flate
of the kingdom, and particularly ot the capiral, at this cnfis, which had evidently no
fmall influence on the conduét of the mewmbers,

In the courfe of little more than three weeks, that vaft and turhulent metropolis,
which was deftined to give the law to a whole einpire, had undergone no lels than ihree
revolutions in its own conflitution of govermment. Having, in the frfl inflance,
thrown off all ctablifhed authority, whether derived from the foveraign, or from its own
municipal inflitutions, ihe capital fecmed expofed a piey to every [pecies of diforder,
violence, and of the moft unbounded anarchy.  In this alarming ad dangerous ftate, it
happened moft fortunatdly for that city, and, probably, faved it hom continual feenes of
plunde: and mafTacre, that the better clafs of citizens perceived within their reach the
means of eftablifiin-, at leaft, a temporary authonity, which naght tend to preforve or-
der, and to aftord fecurity. The body o1 cenftituent electors, who icturned the depu-
t#s from Paris to the States, were, of coutfe, compol.d of the principal citizens in their
refpe&live difiriéts : they amounted to about three hundredy and, fortunately for the cae
pital, pofleficd, in a high degree, the good opinion and confidence of the people.  On
thefe the moft opulent and refpeable part ol the citizens immediately calt their eyes, ag
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capable of forming a central, effe@tive, and what, with any other people to manage,

might well have proved a permanent body of magiftracy ; for the cleftors, were, in faél,
in their feveral diftris, the dirc@ reprefentatives of the people, being immediately elect-
ed by them, which the deputies at Verfailles were not, they being created by the three
hundred, and having a very remote connetion with the people at large, to whom they
were but little known, and to whom they were not bound by any obligation. It was,
however, fortunate, that thefe confiderations operated powerfully upon the bulk of the
people in the firlt inftance, by which means the government of the capital was for fome
days carried on {moothly enough, and the authority of the new magiftracy would have
feemed complete, if it had not been for thofg occafions @f murder and maffacre which
called forth the ferocity of the rabble, when all laws, government, authority, and refpect
to perfons, were trampled under foot.

The eleftors were too fenfible of the critical fituation of affairs, and too well acquaint-
ed with the difpofition of the people for whom they were to a&t, to be at all folicitous
for the pre-eminence to which they were called, and which was attended with none of
thofe fweets of office which could operate as a compenfation for the dangers of ufurpa-
tion; on the contrary, it was at the earpeft folicitation and repeated entreaties of the beft
part of their fellow-citizens, that they ventured upon the arduous tafk of governing the
capital. Their condu¢t was fuch during the fhort continuance of their power, as to-
gain the approbation of all the fober part of the citizens; and, for a few days, the ap-

plaufe which they received even from the rabble was boundlefs, and the merit and impor»
tance of their fervices were univerfally acknowledged.

But the natural levity and inconfiftency of the Parifians, their grofs ignorance, their-
mortal abhorrence of fubordination, and, above all, that horrid fufpicioufnefs of temper,,
which induces them to imagine treachery or villainy in aétions the moit indifferent, the
moft innocent, or the moft laudable, rendered it impoffible for any man, or fet of men,.
Jong to preferve their favour, or to conduét their bufinefs in any manner which could:
afford fatisfation, and which would not even in the conclufion be attended with immi=-
nent danger. It has been feen what a narrow efcape the eletors had from the fuf-
picious rage of the multitude, when, coinciding with the humane views of Neckar, and
wifhing to heal'the bleeding wounds of their country by a gencral amnefty, the rabble
conceived thefe als of wifdom and virtue to be fo flagrant an invafion ‘of their new fo-
‘vereignty, and, like other defpots, not enduring any partners in power, that they were
on the point of making them fee/ the effe@s of their refentment. Indeed, it feemed
clear, that nothing lefs than the confcioufnefs of their danger, and the confequent and
immediate dereli®ion of their feats and authority, was likely to preferve the perfons of

the eleCtors from the fummary exccution of the lanthorn, or their houfes and property:
Arom deftruétion. ' ?

Is
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It feemed, however, asif the body of the ele@ors had cither fome previous notice
that the tide was beginning to turn, or that they had fo perfe&t a know!edge of the tems
per and difpofition of their new mafters, that they forefaw, to a degree of certainty,
the event which was to take place; for, fome days before this final iffuc, wlhile they
were yet loaded with praife, and that all appmrcd to acknowledge the imporrance of
their fervices, they called a meeting of the feveral diftri@s, and fubmitted to them a
propofition—which was accepted—to eleét one hundred and twenty deputies, who fhould
conftitute a temporary adminiftration, and who might, in the mean time, form a fcheme
for a future permanent municipal government.  Nothing could have been more judicious
or more fortunate than this meafure.  When the day of evil and danger arrived, the new
adminiftration filled up the chafm which their fudden refignations would have occafioned,
and, by obviating the confufion which muil otherwife have taken place, afforded the
electors an opportunity to retire with the lefs notice or obfervation, and to feek for
fhelter or oblivion in the mafs of the people. But necither their prudence, caution, nor
the timely and fignal proof they had given of their difintereflednefs, were fufficient to
preferve them from the moft virulent inve&ive and abufe, nor from the dangerous charge
of ambitious defigns, direted to the prolongation and increafe of their power,

Among the novelties which the late eleion of deputies to the States had introduced,
one of the moft effential, and which was, indeed, productive of confequences that were,
at the time, little thought of, was the new divifion of Paris into fixty diftriéts ;—a mea-
fure which prefented an outline of form and brder that could not be overlooked, and that
was turned to great account in the fucceeding convulfions. In each of thefe diftridts,
general affemblics were holden, at which every inhabitant was permitted to fpeak and
vote ; and each formed permanent committees of police and adminiftration. Thefe afs
femblies framed refolutions, which had the force “and ¢ffedt of laws in their individual
diftricls, and in as many others as they could induce to coincide with them: they like-
wile iffued“proclamations, granted paffports, flopped and examined carrmgu and paflen-
gers, opened packages, and were beyond meafure anxious and vigilant in the excicile of
a moft haraffing and vexatious inquifition,  which extended to every thing and which

nothing could cvadc or refift,

But the abfence or lofs of influence of the ele€tors was foon followed by the depar-
ture of every degree of decency and decorum from thefe meetings. It has been afferted,
by obfervers worthy of credit, that it would be impeffible for a native of any other coune
 try to form even a remote conception of the noife and tumult which prevailed in thefe

lﬂ'cmbhes, and that the foreigner who could, for any length of time, withfland the
preflure of the former upon his fenfes, need never give any other demonftration of the
foundnefs of his head, or the firmnefs of his nerves.  All the boldeft and moft impe«

tuous of the fpeakers, to the amount fometimes of a hundred, were to be feen at the
Qq2 fame
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fame inftant fraining their lungs together, each endeaveouring to drown the voice of his
competitors, and to monopolize the attention of the afflembly. Yet this coatention” of
noife, this confafion of voices, fo totally uniatelligible to all ftrangers, was fo far un.
derftood by the {urrouading crowd, whele organs of hearing and perception feemed.
endued with powers calculated for the purpofe, that the general clamour was frequent-
ly increafed, or the jarring difcord of the orators totally interrupted, by the loud fhouts

of approbation, or the deep roar of execration and threat, which they occaflionally drew:
forth . . ”

In this ftate of things Paris might rather be confidered as a confederacy between fixty
diftin& democratical republics, than as one commonwealth, or as a&ing under one fimple
form of government, Each individual diftrict was independent in its own adminiftra-
tion, and allowed no fuperiority of diftincion or authority to any other. Upon fending
deputies from one of thefe departments to confer with or make any propofal to- another,.
t was Jaughable to behold the mimick forms of ftate ceremonial which were obferved
on both fides, the deputies being treated with all the obfervance and honours which could
have been fhewn by one fovereign power to the ambafludor from another. In procefs of
time, a few of the moft turbulent, uoify,'and, gencerally, the moft profligate, demagogues,
became the leaders in every affembly, and guiding the multitude at their pleafure, all
power, in every department, came, by degrees, to be virtually lodged in their hands :.
while the ferious and better part of the citizens abftained from attending thefe tumul-
tuous meetings, where, independent of ‘the inconvenience they fuftained from the

noife and clamour, they were expofed to the grofleft infults from the loweft of the
rabble,

Thus, by degrees, the government of a million of people, whr.;, having thrown off all’
eftablifhed authority and fubordination, fancied themfelves free, and who might almoft be
faid to have gone mad in their purfuit of liberty, became placed in the hands of a few
hundreds of the moft worthlefs among themliclves; men equally deftitute of chara@er,
property, ‘principle, and the moft common portion of moral, political, or general knowa
ledge, Thefe, however, naturally became the inftruments of men of much greater
knowledge and capacity, but equally deftitute of all public or private virtue, The new
republican clabs, of which the Facobins became the moft nated, and who had their de-

%3 The ingenious device of one of the prefidents of thefe affemblies will, perhaps, affotd a clearer idea of the-
diforder which prevailed in them than any defcription. This man kad a drummer conftantly ftationed at the
back of his ¢hair, and wheo the noife and tumuolt rofe to fuch a pitch as to be infupportable, and that all his efforts
to produce order and filence were totally difregarded, he gave the fignal for beating the drum, which was done

with fuch vigour and effeét, as foon to overpower all other noifes; and this was continued uantilthe people thewed.
fome figns of recovering their temper: and reafon,

pendant
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pend;m focieties, realy to execute their orders upon the. fhorteft notice, in every town
in France, were compolel of the moft turbulent, daring, and hot-headel man in the
kingdom, or perbaps that exifted in any country. Many of thefe were adepts in the

new philofophy, and all of them fufficiently learned in the new vifionary theories of
government, to be capable of {prealing confufion and anarchy wherever their influence
or communication could extend. All the republican party, the molt vifionary theorilts,
and the boldeft innovators ia the National Afembiy, becane members of this club; and
it foon became the fathion that all laws, all meafures, and all bufinefs, brought forward
in that body, were firft difcuffed, prepared, and digefted by the Jacobins, whofe fanétion
was the fure pafiport to fuccels. Being thus doubly fortified, ruling the tomualtuous rabble
in the fixty departments of Paris, through the means of their inllruments, the demagogues

who excited them to whatever pitch of outrage and violence they were direfted, on the

one hand ; and governing the National Affembly itielf, on the other, by a decided ma-
jority, procured, in a great degree, by the grand rewslutionary engine, TERRoR *, their’
power feemed to be unbounded ; the more efpecially as it was extended through every

part of thewation, by their deputies and emiffarics.  Thofe of the club, whether meme
bers of the affembly or not, who were the moft violent in their republican principles,
and the moft diftinguifhed for their invincible ammoﬁty to monarchy in all its forms
and relations—which they detefted fo much as not to endure even the name of king, but
fubftituted the terms defpot and tyrant in its flead—held the firft place among the Jaco-

bins, and gave the tone to all the reft. "

It appears from the letters publifhed under the name of Groenvelt, who fays he was
prefent when many of the tranfaétions whicl, he relates took place, (and who, though
profefledly a German, was a great admirer of the Revolution, as well as a ftrong demo-
crat in principle) that falfhoods and forgeries were the conftant refources and favourite
weapons of the cabals in Paris. Some of the inftances which he adduces in fupport of
this afertion are fo curious, and at the fame time throw fo much light upon the hiftory
of the time, that it becomes neceffary to infert them. In writing to his fuppofed fncnd.
he fays—** You cannot form an idea of the impudence with which the moft palpable
¢ lies are publified and propagated among the people. The molt pofitive affertions,
 the moft minute details of falls, the ftrongeft appearances of probability, are made to
« ‘accompany the grofleft falfhoods. Fleflclles was the vi€tim of a pretended letter

84 The influence of tersor over the National Affemblies of France is confirmed by men of different parties, by
men, too, who were themfelves members, and who could not therefore, poflibly be mifulen, We liave already
vited the authority of M. de Lally-Tolendal on this fubjeét, with regard to the firft aflembly ; M. Mounier corro-
borates the faét; and Brifir himfelf gives a decided confirmation to the alfertion, which he extends tw all the three
affemblies, that have been convened, fince the year 1768, He fays * Wirh one Jingle word you might compajs tic grentef
“ part of the biffory of THRES Mm This word s FEan, Sec Brifot's Jester to hus conliituentsy Lhgli/b iranfim

s p- 15. ! which
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% which every body could repest by heart, but which nobody has ever feen. Of the
* Jetter which is the only evidence againft Bezenval, there are in Paris a thoufand co-
“ pies, but nooriginal. No fooner i it whifpered in fome obfcure corner, that a certain
“ monaftery is a maguzive of arms, dr of corn, than the report fpreads with rapidity,
& gathers ftrength, becomes matter of certainty, and yet, the moment the houle is exa-
“ mincd, the whole is found to be groundlefs. The convent of Montmartre has been
“ twice beflct by twenty or thirty thoufind men, who threatened it with deftruétion, for
% liaving engrofled the provender of Paris, but no fooner was it fearched, by commif«
“ fioners appointed for the purpofe, than it appeared that it had barely provifion enovgh
“ to fupply the houfe.” ‘* At one moment it is affirmed that the ariftocratical con-
“ {pirators have thrown a vaft quantity of bread into the Seine; at another, that they
“ mowed the green corn: a party of the national guard is immediately fent to the ficld,
« where the crime is faid to have been committed, and finds the corn flanding, and af-
* fording the profpect of an abundant harveft. In fhort, the public is overwhelmed
¢ with lics and calumnies, and a prudent man can fearcely give credit to any thing that
“ he has not fcen himfelf”

And again—** Many of thefe falfhoods have certainly been deliberately fabricated to
¢ ferve party purpofes; and fome men, who probably miftake a difregard of all moral
*“ obligations for profound policy, have been audacious and infamous enough to pub
¢ lifh talthoods with the lolemnities of laws. Letters have been forged in the name of
“ the National Affembly, and ediéls in that of the king, exhorting the peafants to de~
¢ ftroy the patents and pedigrees of the nobility, and to buin their caftles. The effeé
¢ of thefe forgeries is already feen in the ruins and afhes to which fome of the fineft
“ buildings in Dauphiny, Franche Compté, Brittany, and Burgundy, have been re-
“ doced ¥

The Parifians had ever been neted, for uniting in their minds two qualities of a na-
ture fo dire@ly oppofite that their union feems fcarcely credible—credulity and fufpi-

#3 Sce Groenvelt, (Englifh tranflation) p, 209 and 211 letter dated Auguft 15th, 1789,

The fcandalous and shominable propagation of falfhood and forgery, which Groenvelt here reprobates, cone
tinued at 8 much Jater period of the Revolution, snd was even encoviaped, promoted, and fan&ioned, by members
of the National Allem\ly. On the fixth of July 1791, the marquis cc la Queuille, who had himfelf been elecled, a
reprefentative of the nobility of Auvergne, but who had emigrated to Biuflels before that period, wrote a letter to
:;t :grliu. a ‘member of the Aficnibly, (which appeared in the Guzette de Paris) of which the following is an

'

“ You advanced an atrocious falfhcod, Sir, when you read to the Affembly 8 pretended letter, in which the
4 King is rccufed of having sutlorized the srmy to defert : you compoled it yourfe!lf, in the !'me'umm.u' as all
“ thofe wln"ch I fow compifed, in the committee-rooms of the Affembly, and which | afterwards heard nnd.h the
“ houfe, as coming from Brittany, Provence, and other places~—1 here give you the bediredn,”

cion,
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cion. While they had always been accultomed to fmllow.. and feemed nearly to live
upon, an eternal fucceffion of the moft abfurd and improbable tales and [tories, plain and
undifguifed truth was ever reccived with caution and doubt, and fuppoled to conceal fome
guile, deception, or danger. The extreme ignorapce of thefe people, with refpet to
every thing beyond their own walls—an ignorance fo inveterate as to be unexampled in
any country of equal civilization, and fo produ&tive of men eminent in arts, {ciences,
and learning, as France—~had long afforded matter of obfervation to travellers, and of ri-
dicule to poets and fatyrifts, A confideration of thefe circumftances will tend much to
account for and throw light upon many parts of the conduét of that extraordinary peo-
ple, which would otherwile have appeared inconfiftent or unintelligible, .

The unbounded licentioufnefs of the prefs, which was carried to an extreme before un-
known under any government, was a moft potent infirument of the Revolution.  And,
from the example of France, nations may learn this important truth, that as the freedom
of the prefs is effential to the exiftence of civil liberty, fo its licentioulnefs is wholly de-
ftrutive thereof. Nor was that more extraordinary than the unceafing induftry with
which it was eternally fupplied with an inexhauflible fource of the moft dangerovs and
inflammatory matter, fubverfive of all order and government, was aftonifhing. For,
amidft the general darknefs and ignorance which ihvolved the people at large, there was
a numerous portion of men who dedicated, or feemed to dedicate, their lives to the pure
fuit of literature. Of thefe the capital alonc was computed to contain twenty thonfand ;
including, doubtlefs, a confiderable number of perfans who affumed the name of literati,
becaufe they had nothing to do, and could not clafs under any other defeription..  This
twenty thoufand, however, from the advantage of their being concentrated in the capi-
tal, gave the law in matter of opinion, or at leaft in whatever related to government and
the new philofophy, to the whole nation.

The theories now publifhed were derived from the tenets of thofe philofophers who-
were fo aptly charatterized by the illuftrious father of Lewis the Sixteenth*. They
were, in general, abftra&, vifionary, unintelligible, or impra&icable ; and the authors
feemed to run wildly in the purfuit of an umaginary phantom of perfefion, which
neither had nor could have exiftence. They went not 10 the definition of the fundae
mental laws of the monarchy ; not to the correflion of errors, the removal of corrup~

85 Seo vol. iv. p. 715, of this Hiftory —Nor could the tenets of thefe theorifts be better deferibed than they were
by M, Seguier, in his {peech to the Parliament, in September, 1775~ Falje philofopby”—faid that magiftrate—
* which feeks but s defiroy, under pretence of inftruéting ; that body, ever aétive, though concealed, which feems
# only occupiedin preparing in darknefs the means of effe€ting a fudden revolution in yeligion, in goves nment , and in man~
% mers)”" &c.~Never did man difplay greater judgment in appreciating the merits of a feét, or greater peactration
in.foretelling the confequences of their lenets |

tions,
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tions, or the adoption of® falutary improvements, but to the abfolute fubverfion of go-
vernment under all its known forms, and to the loofening of all bands of civil fociety,
and the deftruction of its harmony, beauty, and order. All the wifdom of paft fages,
philofophers, and legiflators, which had commanded the refpeét and veneration of all
ages and of ull netions; all that could be derved from the pratical experience of an-
cient and modern times, in their exertions te promote or fecure the felicity of mankind,
were now holden out as objeéls of contempt and derifion, and fet wholly afide to make
way for the reveries of the new illuminators, who delpifed all experience, and di{dained
all wifdom but theirown, 1t feemed as if the tranfaétions of paft ages had been con-
figned to eternal oblivion, or that a new generation of men was juft created, who were
to mould every fublunary thing anew *’.

Among the numerous inflances of negleét in the conduét of the minifters, none was
attended with more fatal confequences, than the fhameful and wnaccountable fupinenefs
with which they beheld the flame which was fpreading from the licentiou{nefs of the

prefs through cvery part of the kingdom, without their ufing afingle exertion to correét
the caufe, or to counteraét the effeét.

»

The enormity was accordingly carried to an extent beyond all example in any coun-
try. The numerous prefles in Puris hourly groaned under the number of feditious and
levelling pamphlets which they were cogtinually bringing forth. Indeed their number
almoft exceeded belief; thirteen, and even fixteen different pamphlets, in one day, were
no matter of {urprize; and nincty-two came out in one week; while the avidity for
reading and procuring them was fo great, that it was a matter of fome difficulty to enter

%7 Le Mercier, one of thefe literary pefts, who flattered himfelf that he had effentially contributed to bring
about the Revolution, has publickly avowed the objeét, and gloried in the fuccefs, of publications of this defeription.
To one of his works, in which he has calumniated Roulleau, by beftowing on him praes which he certainly did not
deferve, and by afcribing to him motives wlhich he certaiuly never had harboured, he has adopted this motio—
% They have deputed men to the States-General, we—Men of Letter—have deputed Wopxs; and to thofe works are
4 the National Affembly indebted for their original exiftence, and their fubfequent profperity.”

Speakiog of the neceffity of finding a counterpoife to the power of the military, whefe lole virtue, he fays, con«
filted ina blind obedience to the orders of their fuperiors; whofe profeflion 1t was to fhed bluod # for a gefture or a
* word ;" and who would have mide no feruple to fhed the blood of  rebels;™ he tells us, that a counterpoife was
fupplied by “the general difpofition’of men's minds,"—a dilpofition entirely owing to the generour writmgs, to the
4 courageows bavangues, 10 the bod thagbts, 10 the profaund reafening + of thofe writers, who, for twenty years pafty had
4 employed (cither ancnymoufly or openly) all their faculties, all their talents, all their ftrength, in combating def~
#4 potifmy for itis not to 3 few arms, to a few muiquets, that the prefens formidable Revolution is owing, but e tbe
¥ averks of literary men.  In this point of view, 1 congratulate myfelf .on having publifhed * The Year 2440,” in

4:3771; “The Picture of Paris,” in 1782 ; and “ Notions upon Government.' in 1787,
e —————

¢ A man who can thus fpeak of Zimje) muik be endued with 1o common portion of madyly 7

the
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the bookfellers’ 'hops, they were fo conftantly crowded. The price of printing had ac-
cordingly rifen in the capital to almolt three times its'coftomary rate per fheet ; and yet
the“prefles in every part of France were faid to be at the fame time equally occupied,
But the moft extraordinary circumftances were the amazing difpatch with which thefe
innumerable produdlions were {pread from the capital through every part of the king-
dom, and the unknown fund by which the vaft expences of the dift: ibution were fup-
ported ; the great body of the people being furnifhed with them gratis,

While thefe poured forth an unceafing torrent of abufe wpon government, and were
continually diffeminating principles equally calculated to promote the overthrow of the
monarchy, and the utter annihilation of the two firft orders of the flate, the three parties
whofe exiftence wasat flake, the court, the nobles, and the clergy, betrayed an inattention
to their own interelt and fafety, fo wholly unaccoyntable, as to wear the appearance of
downright mfcnﬁb:luty. Not a ﬁngle writer of ability or eminence was engaged to refate
the doétrines which were thus afliduoufly fpread, or to countera the poifon which they
fo widely diffufed. The few folitary volunteer pamphlets which appeared on that fide,
being Written—with not more than three or four exceptions—by men w:thout parts or
mformntnon, pofiefled neither mtereﬁ nor fpirit t9 allure readers.

The famine wh:ch was forely felt, though not in an equal degree, in every part of the
kingdom, may be confidered as a main fpring in accelerating all the movements of this
fingular revolution, Men in want of bread neceffarily exccrate and-abhor that ftate of
things which produces their mifery. < They are little difpofed to* enquire into natural,
or to trace remote ml'cs, as the fource of their diftrefs; they find lefs trouble in chargs
ing it direCtly upon their rulers, and fancy fome alleviation to their mifery in venting
thcur indignation againft them, even in words. ‘The prefent flate of things in the other
countties in Europe having prevented thofe fupplies from without, which might, in other
cales, have been procured, and the internal ftock of provifion being deemed infufhcient
for the fubfiftence of the inhabitants, the moft alert and wifeft government, fuppoling it
to be in other refpeéts at eale, and unembarrafled by faction or danger, would have found

it a matter of gr;cat difficulty to apply any effeétive remedy to the evil.  But in the pre-

fent ftate of affairs, the hafty illjudged regulations, founded wpon miftaken notions of

a fubjeé generally ill-underftood, which were adopted, inflead of good, produced the moft
unfortunate =ffe@s.  Thefe, however, might have been palliated, if the ungovernable

violence of the people, in obftructing the free fule of the markets, and compelling the

mnmg‘ fell their grain at whatever they pleafed to give, and the infidious
‘ﬁ — ‘r‘}miuhe aw.:::ﬂrmcnt of their own fchemes in foments

ing the 7 it Q{ popnhr dqfooment had not completed the evil, and occafioned an artifi-

cial famine while plenty ftill fubfifted. It has even been afferted, that the flock of corn
produced this year in the kingdom would have been fufficient, under due regulation,
- management, and diftribution, if not to afford abfolute plcnty, at leaft to prevent any .

'mwmt.
B.r ' : Ia
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In the general ill-temper of the people, continually goaded and irritated by the moﬁ:

urgcnt and ml'upportable of all wants, it will be eafily feen what advantages the emif~

faries of the faGious poffefled in working upon their paffions; and fpread as they were,
like the preachers of a new religion, ifi every part of the kingdom, it ‘will not be won«

dered at—the ignorance of the multitude being always kept in fight—sthat they ﬂlould .

have fucceeded in prompting them to the greateft allts of outrage and \nolencc, :

But the great promoter of the Revolutiony and, in fuch a material degrcc as to rendcr .

the appellation of * Author of the Revolution” not who}ly mnppllcab!e to him, was the

duke of Orleans ;—that man, who, deftitute of fpirit in himfelf, poffefled and applicd
the means of communicating energy to millions, and of mfuﬁng difuffetion and dife
loyalty into every order of men, through that vaft and populous kingdom. His im-
menfe fortune, which, under the guidance of wildom and virtue, might have been dew
voted to the accomplifhment of fchemes the moft !a'lutary and beneficial, was now di-
yeéted to the ruin’ of his country, to the fubverfion of its government, and.to the exters
minaiion of that roy:ul family to which he was fo nnrly related®.. | .; ‘\'. e

In the conduék of this profligate prince is to be found a folution for many thmgb whleh
would otherwife appear unaccountable, or remain involved in the moft unpcnetrahle obe

feurity, From hence it was that the gardens of the Palais Royal, and 31l the open

-

-

placcs  of Paris, were ftocked with hungryy ignorant, and. abandoncd..omnran' s, and cbyﬁrad \
with riotous mobs, who fucked in from thefc preachers every thing that could corrupt -

and poifon the mind;and not only eradicate every. ‘moral principley bat de.ﬂmﬁ all the
native feelings of humamty Thus likewife was the ferocity of Ehc Poiﬂ'afdu, and of
all the other female furies of the capital, called into aétion; unt;! the fex, feeming to
have totally changed its nature and charaQer, was degraded and ftaln:d by atrocities, un-
equalled in. any civilized country. And thus a numerous army of Smf&k:m, of ruf-

fians from™ the gallies, and from every part of the kingdom, being mcorporm-.d qnh the -

no lefs ferocious broo . of natives, were maintained and kept in readinels for the pur-

pofes of rebellion, anarchy, and qmrder, as time and occaﬁon ﬂu\lﬁaﬂ fon.b thcn'

icrvices. jhr i
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mrmunddnﬂtpy, g their enemies, the nobility, in the firftinftance 5 an injunion which .
tbcy molt w:lhug ¥, and, in many places, moft eﬂ'c&ually, complied with, In the fame
‘anapner was the prodigious expence fupported, of fo long diffeminating throughout the
kmgdom thofe innumerable feditious pubhcntuonl. which were daily prefented to the
people. By the fame means majorities were fecured, and feveral of the principal orators

and moft popular demagogues in the new clubs were retained ; and thefe clubs, as we
have feen, by they dependent and corref] pondmg focieties, which were eftablifhed in all
the provincial towns, gave law to_the whole nation. Nor was the National Aflembly
5y any mcans exempted from the fame influence, nor was the effec it produced on many

of ltl mnbcrs lefs known.

" As the duke’s annual revenues, extenfive as they were, were flill uncqual to the fup-
ply of thefe numberlefs dmm, he deemed it ncceffary to apply to other fources. In-
deed, with fuch vaft obje&s in view, and after the facrifice of fo much wealth as was al-
ready expend-d it feemed upon the principles of gaming that it was better 10 encounter
any rifque of future evil, than to ftop fhort in fuch aftate of things, and when fo much
was already ftaked. Holland always affords moncy, as well as numberlefs fpeculators
who wifh to make the moft of it, and the duke’s vaft eftates feemed to hold out ample
ﬁ.cunty for a loan, The amount of the fums hie borrowed is uncertain, and has been

md from threc hundrcd thoufand pounds to halfa million fterling *.

i (31 eﬂdent. Thowever, that the duke nof only totally miftook his own abilities, but
that he was aslittle fenfible of the ill.effeéts which his unfortunate chara@er could not
“but pwdflee, ﬁ'hen”ﬁe adopted the wild idea of being able to fubvert or circumvent all
other factions, and '61’ being able to rife on the fhioulders of men, poflefling talents infi-
nitely fuperior tB'fm own, and of rendering them the infiroments to the accomplifh-
ment of his ambitious views. The natural deficiency of rcfolution and courage, with
which evﬁ'y’ﬁoa knew he was curfed, was, independent of all othcn. an infeparable
'Bat to his ci’%lecomiug, under any change of circumftances, or in any courfe of events,
tbe ruler of l'o%n overmBIe and fo outrageous a people.  Yet in this blind purfuit he la-
ﬂlhod treafures, whicb in many paft periods, might, by proper application; have amoufit-
cd mc.&'e& to tln;reqmﬂtion of akingdom. _ ol

*#,,1‘. q inion was dnuccl by n:ny, even at an nrly period of the Revolution, w}nch.

illiberal as it may at firft appear. and unplenfant as the fenfations are which it muft na-
&tﬁﬂ] &citc in a liberal mind, feems to have acquired a confiderable degree of ftrength
' ﬁ’im the couﬂ'e bf fubfcqucnt c&ﬂm vm.--'l'hat the Freach, as a

M Do 3

‘W ummm the niceft and moik difficult calculation would be o eftimate the maqmmot
‘moral “Wﬂ#*p'h,&h‘? wam capable dproduc ng in Praoce. h
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nation, were not yet ina flate capable of receiving liberty ; and that many intermediate
preparatory fteps would bave been neceflary to qualify them for fo great a blefling,
Even Rabaud de Saint Etienne, the apologift for, and advocate of, the Revolution,
amidt all his fins of fuppreffron and mifteprefentation, and all the art’ut colouring which
he has given to fa&s and circumitances, acknowledges, That the people, aftonifhed at
¢ feeing their chains broken with fuch facility, and at feeling their own ftrength,
« abufed that flrength in taking vengeance of their opprcﬂ’ors i and their new liberty
% was, as yet, but l:ccntwufnefs. General hatred, in its blind rage, foﬁght every where
«¢ to punifh enemies, pointed out to it by chance or by pre]udmc. A never-ceafing in-
“ quietude tormented thefe freemen born of yefterday ; in their neceflity fora new or-
“ der of things, and for a fovereign jurifdi@ion, they feized and engroffed all jurifdi@ion
¢ to themfelves ; and feveral tumultuous aflaffinations were the fruit of this delirium. **
And, again, in his remars on the two parties which divided the National Affembly, he
fays, ¢ One fentiment, howeyer, predominated there, and that was the dread of the ef-
« fe&ts which anarchy, too long comtinued, might occa"wn. *—=The tos long continuation
of anarchy muft apply to the well-founded charge preferred againt feveral memibers of
the Affembly, that they had been the inftigators and authors of many of the dlﬁ:‘a&zons
and enormities which took place in thg provinces,

The outrages, conflagrations, #hd maflacres, which were fpreading defolation through
various parts of the kingdom, had, in a fhorter fpace of time then could well have been
conceived, rifen to fuch a pitch of enormity, as atlength to communicate alarm and
difmay even to the National Aflembly, fortified as it was by the fuffrages of the nation,
andfupported by the numerous army formed in the capital. Forin confequence of the

forged grders and falfe intelligence which had been fo villainoufly conveyed to the pea-
fantry,the whole nation was inftantly in arms, and thefe operating upon the evil difpo=
fition of the people, and the abhorrence in which they now held their ancient maters, it
feemed as if no bound could limit their violence, and no excefs of cruclty fatiate their

sevenge. Thes the nobility were, in many places, hunteddown like wild beafts, their
family feats or caflles demolifhed, and their patents, ptdngrccl. m&-ﬂeedan‘:msl)rfeu!e-
* ments, court-rolls, and all records of paft tranfactions, deftroyed by fire. Happy were
thofe who,even in this flate, plundered of every thing, could efcape half-naked from the
flamee, without perfonal injury.  But in too many inflances fuch a&s of mny were
committed that humanity fhudders at the recital. Svoxiﬁ few‘uf thefe we Iitve»quotcd fmm
thecount de Lal'y-Tolendal ; but, thocking as many of them were, thyﬁﬂ d:ort, in’ point
of enormity, of many others, the recital of which great pains have been taken to fup«
prefs.  In many inftinces, it has been aflerted, by men whofe veracity we are not per-
mitted to doubt, the wives of the nobility were violated, and their danghteu deflowered,

in the prefence of the un‘happy fathers and bhufbands ; and the horrid tragedy frequently
concluded by the moft inhumah murders, aggravated by circumflances of deliberare and
almoft uncxumpled cruelty, without regard to age or fex. Nor——dreadful to relate !

~—Were
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—were thefe cruelties, in any degree, confined to fach perfons as had previoully rcudeud '
“themfelves odious by their pride or oppreffion ; but, on the contrary, the moft kind

aud henevolent landlords and maflers, the moft humane and charitable to their neigh«

bours and the poor, were ctpofed to the fame fate with thofe of the molt oppolite dif=

pofitionss

Although the fpirit of revolt appeared in various and remote parts of the kingdom at
nearly the fame inftant, yet the degrees of violence and cruelty with which it was ate
tended were widely different in different parts.  The northern provinces were* much
more temperate than the central and fouthern:  The execffes at Lyons and in the Lyon«
nois rivalled thofe of Paris in violence and fury, The province of Dauphiny was in
the moft violent ferment, the whole people being up inarms. Franche-Compté and part
of Burgundy feemed particularly marked as fcenes of defolation, The Bretons, long
trained in hoflility with their lords, were in a ftate of abfolute rebellion and anarchy.
At Strafburgh, the town<houfe was totally demolifhed by the mob, being firft plunder=
ed of all that appeared to them valuahle, the court-papers, records, and public archives
being carefully deftroyed, to the fature &tﬂ:ﬂ:ﬁ and ruin of numberlefs families in the (ur«

rounding cauntry. as well asin that city. J‘k 4

“In afew places, the gentlemen and other proprietors of lanl had the [pirit and fenfe to
unite and ftand fuccefsfully on their defence., This was the cafe, thoughtoo late, in the
Magonnois and Beaujolois, where the banditti, amounting to fix or feven thoufand, and
headed by a village attorney, had already fpread deftradtion along the fertile banks of the
Saone, baving, in a few .days, burned feventy-twn geatlemen’s houfes, and plundered all
the churchies and fimall towns in their way. A battbe took place, in which the enraged -
proprictors, with their friends and fervants, defeated the plunderers with great flaughter.
They then infticuted a. kind of temporary tribunal ar Magon, for trying the ringleaders
of the Inuii:l’l. twenty or thirty of whom were condémned to fuffer death. T he demo-
cratic publicitions in Pariscried out lowdly againft this proceeding, as being highly ille-’
gal and arbitrary, althoogh not a word of condemnation had been uttered againit the rof-
fians who had plundered and burned fo many guntlomcn s houfes, nor of pity for the in. .
habitants of that bewtiful country which they had defolated. = The wational Affembly
received the impreffion infended by thefe publications; for ina fhort time, they interfered,

by pﬁﬁm‘ a flop o the praceedings at Magon, while a number of atrociovs eriminals
flill remained 1o be tried. Their interference, indecd, would have been highly proper,

had it not been prml. and had it been accompanicd by proper rcgqlanom for inforcing a
ngomq dwntmn ofcﬂmmﬂ jultice. *

Scch was tbe ﬁug, of things, at the beginning of the month of Augtft; the period

ﬁud by the A.lela; the commencement of that unportant talk which they chofe
tor
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to take upon, theml'dtel. of giving a new conftitution to.a kingdom that had fubfified, as
a-monarchy, for upwards of fourtcen centuries. Inaufpicious as thc general afpe& of
affairs undoubtedly was, the proceedings of the Aﬂ‘cmblg itfelf at this period were by no
means calculated to difpel the gloom which it had caft over the minds of all rational
-men. On the firft of the month, M. Thouret, an advocate of unen, was, cl !by
a confiderable majority, to fucceed the duke de Liancourt in the prefident’s ch:nr As
‘M. Thouret bad &itherto difplayed the moft moderate principles, he had readercd him(elf
edious to the democratic faétion, who had marked him as an ar{ﬂocryt” and the deci-.
fion of the majority was no fooner declared than the moft violent and* indecent fymp-
toms of difapprobation were exhibitzd on the nppoﬁto fide of the houfe, ' The de‘mocratl
afferted that his nemination was a triumph of arillocracy that ought not to be tolerated ;
their difcontent was fpeedily communicated to the Palais- Roy.z!;. where not only mure
murs were increafed, but threats were multiplied 2 and fuch was the tumult this matter
was expeted to produce, that M. Thouret, with more prudence than fortitude, refigned
the flation he had been chofen to fill, and thereby gave encouragement to a defperate
fa&ion, who from that moment plainly perccwu.ktha:, by the operation of terrar, they
could at any time bias the majority of the Aflembly, and fuperinduce the at}opuon of
‘their own propofitions: ——under fuch auf pices, the conflitutional labours of the Aﬂ'embl,
‘began ¥, b
Had every member entertained the famg, ideas on this weighty bufinels uﬁsm t.luvo
‘been entertained by the count de Lally-Tolendal, and fome others, the Aﬁ'mbly could
never have committed thole grofs errors, which led to a violation. 9£ the ﬁ:qdameptal
principles of the monnrchy The count tells us °*, that hearing a great number of the
- deputies declaring that ‘the Afembly was a Nationa! Convention, and concluding from
thence that they were empowered to al? in the fame manner as at the firfl inflant in w[mla a
Juciety is formed, and as if there was “nothing exifiing previeus t0 the eftablifhmants they were
about 16 make, he was induced to examine the principle whence fuch a confequence was
deduced. With this view he firft endeavoured to define the woul Gauwnfua ; and as the
French took the expreflion from the Englifh, he was namrally led to adopt the defini-
ton of Hume, who calls it==a parliament aﬂ'emhledy thout the ufu: '&mm;, He thm
adverted 1 the Scoteh Co nvention in 1637, and tothe Co:

nventic io _sho’iden in England on
‘the reftoration of C harles the Second, and after the abdmnpoh of hi fuceeﬂ'er, in wh:ch

cafes, he fou ufe his own n;pmﬂion-that tllc banl- of Wnt bﬁ b‘een
“broken.
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Y myﬁaumn&cy were almqﬂ unanimous, It was d;ﬁicult to maintain that thofe who had
« given us the right of exercifing a general will, could not have haa a fingle will of
« theirown. In fad, they had manifefted their will ; they had cntruﬁcd the execution
¢ of it to us, and we bad taken charge of it. Thcreforc. we were not only not a Na-
¢ gional Convention, if we followed our inftru@ions (Cabiers); but, if we did not follow

¢ them, on conftitutional points, we were nothing ; for be who infringes upon, who amu-
< hilates, the title by which be holds bis power, remains. wuﬁom title {.:nd wathout. power."

The majority of the Aflembly, unfortunately, were of a d:ﬁ‘erent opujuon buf while
they were engaged in preliminary difcuffions on. their memorable chYarataozl of rights,
they were fuddenly interrupted by the arrival, in one day, (the fourth of Auguft) of
exprefles or letters from every part of the kingdom, with details of the dreadful devafta-
tions which were laying walte the face of the country, and which, from their prefent ap~
peatance and violence, feemed to threaten nothmg lefs than fpeedy and general de-
ftrudion.

All the landed proprictors in the Affemhly were, in a greater or lefs degree, involved
in the calamity ; with the material difference, that while many had to lament the deftruc-
tion of their houfes, and the plunder of all their moveable property, others had aa'yct no
farther caufe of complaint than the general refufal of their tenantry to pay their 1ents, or
to fulfil any of their other cuftomary duties. The terror was, howcvcr. geueral" and
having had leifure, during the feafon allotted for dinner, to ruminate upon the dreadful
details which they had received, conflagrations, murders, and maffacres, were the only
fubjetts of their Lhoughts or converfation. Nothing could accordingly be more gloomy
than their appearance in going to the evening fitting ; and before the commencement of
bufinefs, an vnufual and extraordinary degree of agtt::t:on was vifible throughout the
Affembly. ¢ Upon the fame principle on which mariners, under the immediate danger of
“¢ a tempeft, will throw much valuable property overboard, in the hope of f:mng the ree

& mainder; fo it woald feem’ upon this occafion, that the great land-owners were feized
« with a fudden impulfe’ of voluntarily facrificing a potdorr of their rights and
¢ pofleflions, in the hope of retaining thereby quiet and pe nent {ecurity for what was
« left.” They feemed alfo to have adopted the idea that a fincere ooalmdl 'mﬁthe
Thml Elhtp was become mdlqunfahly reqmﬁto to then‘ﬁmferv:ﬁhn PN -

It was cight o'clock when the Affembly met, and tﬁe fitting dpemd by tbe pir‘nﬂ of
the following decree, propofed by the committee of reports, and intended to lecure the
country from any farther ddpredatnons of the popughcu— The National Affembly,
« confidering that, while it is folely occupied in cﬂlﬂiﬂlmg the happinefs of the peo-
« ple on the bafis of a free conftitution, the troubles and violences which defolate dif-
¢ ferent provinecs fill the minds of men mthdm:.mdmlm.mﬁo“m
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.
“ nor, the facred rights of property and perfonal fafety; that thefe diforders cannot
“ fail to retard the labours of the Affembly, and to promote the criminal defigns of the
¢ enemies to the public good ; declares, that the ancient laws fhall {ubfift, and ought to
¢ be executed, until fuch time as the autherity 'of the nation fhall have abrogated or
“ modified them; that the colle@ion of the old taxes ought to be continued agreeably
¢ to the terms of the decree of the National Aflembly of the feventeenth of June laft,
« until it fhall have eftablifhed contributions and forms lefs onerous to the peopie.

¢ That all quit-rents, and other cuftomary dues, ought to be paid as formerly, until the
“ Affembly fhall have otherwife ordained.

« That, latly, the laws eftablifhed for the fafety of individuals, and the fecurity of .
¢ property, ought to be univeifally refpeéted.

« The prefent declaration fhall be fent into all the provinces ; and the parith priefts
¢ fhall be invited to make it known to their parifhioners, and to recommend the obfer-

“ yance of it.”’

Immediately after this decree had been read, the vifcount de Noailles, feconded by the
duke d’Aiguillon, opened that extraordinary fcene, which has rendered the night of the
fourth of Auguft fo memorable in the annals of this extraordinary revolution. The
firft of thefe noblemen faid—*¢ The objeét of the decree which you have juft heard, is to
« put a flop to the effervelcence which prevails in the provinces, to confirm the public
« liberty, and to fecure to proprictaries their lawful rights. But how can we hope to
« accomplifh this obje&t, without knowing the caufe of the infurreétion which appears
* in the kingdom ; and how can we expeét to fupprefs it, without applying a remedy to
« the evil which occafions the convulfion?

« The communities have preferred certain demands; it is not a conflitution which
¢ they have defired ; the bailiwicks alone have exprefled a wifh for that. What then
* have they afked ?—the fuppreffion of aides and fubdelegates; and the diminution or

¢ exchange of feignorial rights. -

¢ The communities have feen their reprefentatives occupied, for more than three
« months, with what we call, and what is in fa&, the public welfare (/a chofe publique) ;
« but the public welfare appears to them to call, in a particular manner, for the comple-
« tion of their defires, which they are fo anxious to obtain,

“1In .cmféqmof the differences which took place between the national reprefen-

“ tatives, the inhabitants of the country had been taught to diftinguifh only twe de-
S~ ¢ feriptions

- Wy
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« feriptions of men—sthofe whom they themfelves had armed, and who were folicitous
« to promote their happinefs ;—and the powerful perfons who oppofed it.  In this fate of
* things, what has happened ?—"They deémed themfelves juftified in oppofing force to
¢ force,, and now they fcorn all reftraint.  The confequence is, taat, at this moment,
¢ the kingdom is reduced to the alternative of {uffering a total diffolution of fociety, or
« of eftablifhing a government which will be an obje& of admiration and imitation to
« 311 Europe. How is this government to be eftablifhed ?—By the reftoration of public
¢ tranquillity. How is public tranquillity to be reftored !—By calming the people,

by fhowinz them that we only refift their efforts to deftroy what it is their intereff to
¢ preferve,

« To obtain this tranquillity, fo effentially neceffary, I propofe ;—1. That the decla-
¢¢ ration projected by the committee be preeeded by a refolution, that the reprefentatives
¢t of the nation-have decided that all taxes fhall in future be paid by every individual in
¢ the kingdom, and in proportion to the income he enjoys :—2. That all public burdens
«s fhall be equally borne by every member of the ftate ;—3. That all feudal rights fhall
¢ be redeemab'e, by the communities, in money, or exchanged, after a fair valuation,
« fettled on the average produce of ten years ;—4. That all obligations to work for the

s Jord on the roads, rights of main-morte, and other perfonal f€¢rvices, fhall be abolifhed,
“ without any ranfom.”

The duke d’Aiguillon, when he rofe to fecond this motion, faid—¢ There is no man
« but fhudders at the fecene of horror which France now exhibits to his fight. This
« effervefcence of the people which tended to confirm freedom when guilty minifters
«t wifhed to deprive us of the bleffing, is become an obitacle to. the progrefs of that free-
«t dom, now that the vicws of government feem to accord with our defires for the pub-
« lic happinefs. The provinces are not only over-run by a horde of armed plunderers,
¢t who feek to enrich themfelves in the midft of calamity ; but in many of them the
¢ whole body of the people form a kind of league for the deftru@ion of gentlemen’s
¢ feats, for the defolation of their eftates, and efpecially for the feizure of their title-
¢ deeds. They endeavour, in fhort, to throw off a yoke under which ‘they have la.
¢ boured for ages; and it muft be acknowledged, gentlemen, that this infurre&tion, al-
¢ though criminal,—for every violent aggrefion is fo—~may find its excufe in the vexa-

« tions waich gave rife to it. The proprietors of fiefs' and lordfhips are very feldom
¢ guilty of thefe excefles of which their vaflals complain ; but their agents are often de-

« yoid of pity; and the wretched farmer, fubjected to the barbarous relics of the feadal
« Jaws ftill fubfifting in France, becomes the victim of oppreffive conftraint. Thefe
“ rights, it cannot be denied, are a property, and all property is facred; but they are

¢t onerous to the people, and every body muil allow they are produétive of continual
s.reftraint. '
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“ In this enlightened age, in which found philofophy has regovered her empire; at this
*¢ fortunate epnch, when, united for the public gool, and diﬁ:ngnwe.l from allperfonal in-
¢ tereft, we are about to regemerate the ftate, it appears to me, gentlemen, thar we
“ fhould, previous to the eflablithment of that conftitation which the nation fo anxioully
¢ cxpells from us, prove to-all the citizens, that it is our intention, our wifh to

. “ anticipate their defires, and to eftablifh, with all poffible {peed, that equality of rights

“ which ought to exift between all men, and which can alone render liberty fecure. I
“ have nota doubt but that the proprietors of ficfs, and the lords of manors, far from
“ denying this truth, are difpofed to facrifice their rights to jultice. They have alieady
“ renounced their privileges, their pecuniary exemptions, and, at this time, they cannot
¢ be required to make a fimple and unconditional renunciation of their feudal rights.
 Thofe rights are their property, they conllitute the whole fortune of many indivi-
¢ duals; and equity fo:bids to exact the refignation of any property, without granting a
“ jult indemnity to the proprietor who facrifices' his convenience to the public good.
“ From thele potent confiderations, and to convince the people that ynu are cificaciou(ly
““ employed in promoting their dearcft intercits, it is my wilh that the National Affem-
¢ bly fhould declare that taxes fhall in future be borne equally by cvery clafs of Eiti-
“ zens, in propottion to their incomes, and that all the feudal nights attached to fiefs and
¢ lordfhips fhall be redeemed by the vaflals of thofe ficfs and lordfhips; and it is my
“ opinion that they ought to buy them at thirty years purchafe.
. A

There is no nation on the globe fo fufceptible of fudden impreflions, and fo ful:jc‘él to
the moft impaflioned emotions, as the French are, and ever have been. Whether the
obje& of their purfuit be a trifle the moft infigniticant, or a matter the moft iwportant,
the ardour and enthufiafm of the moment always appear to be the fame. It would be
vain, therefore, to atteinpt by defeription to convey any idea of the tranfports which thefe
{peechus excited both in the Affembly and in the galleries. The very large pofleflions and
extenfive royalties of the duke d’Aiguillon added furprifingly to the effe@, and inipired
every body with a with to be able, in fome degree, to emulate the afparent magnanimity
of his conduét, The contagion quickly fpread through the two orders of the ncbles and
clergy, and the contention was only which {hould be the firft 10 offer, and which fhould
make the greatell facrifices to the public welfare, The commons feemed loft in admira-
tion at this fudden and unexampled fit of patriotifm, and trequently burlt into loud and
involuntary acclamations of praife and gratitude for the bencfits which were thus fo un-
expeétedly and generoufly conferred on the people,  This was particularly the cafe when
the bithop of Chartres, who was himfelf poffefled of very cxtenfive forefls, propofed the
abolition of the exclufive rights of the chafe; which, from the extreme cruclty of the
laws by whi¢h they were prote€ted, as well as the mifchief done by the ftags, boars, and
ether game, to the farmers, had ever been deemed a gricvance of the firlt magritude,

7 - The
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The commons condu@ed themfelves with great art upon thisoccafion *', not luffering
their admiration to overcome their temper, or their judgment to be funk in their applaufe.
They coolly perceived all the advantages to be drawn from the prefent fervour, and de-
termined not to let any of them efcape, but to obtain every poffible conceffion while it
lafted, well aware of the change which the cool confideration of a few hours might pro-
duce in many of thofe whofe cnthufiafm appeared the moft ardent. The defign was fo
well conduéted that it was attended with the fulleft {uccefs ; and, flimulated by emulation,
and blinded by applaufc, nothing that was demanded could be withholden, The conteft
between the nobles and the clergy, now feemed to be, who fhould be foremoft in facri-
ficing the rights of chafe, of fifhing, of warren, and of dove-lioufes. The parifh-priefts,
fecling the general impreflion, and eager to emulate, as far as they were able, the ex-
ample of their fuperiors in rank and fortune, ruflied forward to make a tree offering of their
cultomary perquifites; while the beneficiaries, difdaining to be left behind in the race for
glory and popularity, difclaimed all pluralities, and bound themfelves never to hold more
than a fingle benefice, J

But amidft the heat of enthufialim, one member, M. Dupont, of Nemours, caufed
the cool voice of reafon to be heard,  He took a cutfory view of the dread’ul diforders
which prevailed in the kingdom, which he very jullly aferibed to the imaélivity of all
the agents of power: he demonftrated, that no political fociety could exift without laws,
md.without tribunals for the fccurity of fgeedom, the fafety of perfons, and the prefer-
vation of property : he infifted upon the peceflity of maintaining the laws, imperfe& as
they were, which had tor their obje@ the prefervation of general order: he reprefented
that the ancient tribunals exifted both in law and in fadt, and muft exift until they thould
be legally fupprefled ; that ir was not pofible for the reprefentatives of the nation to re-
form the legiflation, until they fhould bave firlt determined, by the conftitution itfelt,
in what maonner the ,new laws fhould be propofed, adopted, and executed ; and that it
was cflentially requifite, that the refloration of tranquillity, peace, and juftice, through-

©3 M. le Guen de Kerengalb, with a view, doubtlefs, to ftimulate the nobility to the facrifice of all feudal fervices,
took great pains to reprefent them iu the maft difgufting point of view . he enumerated all thofe excrefeences of the
ancient fendal fyftem, which were beft calculated to excite horvor and difguft; among others, e mentioned the
laws of certain cuftoms, in which the vallals were lishle to be yoked to the cart of their lord, like beafts of burden 3
in fume, they were fubject to pafs whole nights in beating the ponds, that his reft might not be difturbed by the
croaking of frags ; in others they were compelled to keep his dogs; in particular diftriéls, a law was faid o have
prevailed, which avthorized the lord, on his return from hunting, to rip open the bellies of two of his vaffals, that
hemight refrefh hisfeet in their warm bewels. Itis almoft needlefs to obferve that thefe Laws were fo obfolete, that
‘we believe fcarcely a fingle inftance of their being enforced is to be met with in any of the maft ancient hiftorians ;
nor were they by any means peculiar to France, fince in moft countries where the feudal fyflem has prevailed in its
ntmoft rigour, for any length of time, fimilar vefliges of the barbarifm of the early ages of fociety are to be found.
But though it never could be fu) pofed, for a moment, that Jucb ohfolete laws, or rather l':uﬂuml, would ever be re-
wived, fill, as poflible inftruments of mifchuef in the hands of tyranny, teir abolition was jult and proper,

out
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out the ‘empire, fhould relieve the National Afflembly from all other folicitude but that
which naturally refulted from the tafk impofed upon it, of feleéting and fixing the ele-
ments of a wife and durabie conititution, :

He therefore propofed the adoption of a declaration, that every citizen was bound to
obey the laws, and to refpet the liberty, fafety, and property of his fellowscitizens ; that
the tribunals ought inceflantly to act, in order to enforce the exccution of thofe laws,
which enjoined, as did alfo the reprefentatives of the nation, the city militia and all mili-
tary corps to ftand forward in promoting the re-cftablifiment ot order and peace, and
in affording prote€tion to perfons and property, as often as they fhould be called upon for
that purpofe, by the municipalities and the civil magiflrates.

Tocrown, as it were, the events of this memorable night, the deputies of the Pais
d'Etat, with thofe of feveral privileged towns, advanced in {ucceflion, :md oftered up the
facrifice of their ancient rights and charters, at the fame time cxpreﬂing their defire,
that there fhould be no more provinces, that there fhould be but one fole nation, one

fole family, onc fole empire.

In the higheft excefs of the joy and enthufiafm, which obtained in the affembly, both
were fuddenly checked by the ill-timed avidity of a member of the commons, who pro-
pofed the total abolition of all manorial jurifdictions. As this by no meins came with-
in the line of intended conceflion, it could not but occafion a fhort paufe ; the nobility,
however, agreed to the propofal with a tolerable grace : but one of them inftantly return-
ed the favour by moving, that juftice fhould, for the future, be, in all cafes, adminiflered
gratuitoufly, and that judicial offices fhould no lenger be venal—a motion calculated to cut
off the commons from almoft the only means they polleffed of bring ever ennobled.
That body, however, difdained to be outdone even in the appearances of patriotifm ; and
the motion was accordingly received and confirmed with the {trongelt marks of appicha-

Lion,

This circumftance undoubtedly contributed to give rife to an opinion, which has been
adopted by fome, that the bufinefs of this celebrated night was neither more nor lefs
than a game of crefs-purpofes, played by the contending paities ; that the facrifices made
were moflly diftated by a fpirit of revenge, when onc party, incenfed by the Jofles it
had been made to fuffer, propofed to the other a€ls of generofity by way of punifiment;
and that they 'nutually dared cach other to conceflions, of which thofe who fuggefted

them expecicd to enjoy the honour, without fecling the inconveniences *.

Tt Whate

96 This opinicn appears to us to be more refined than juft; €lill, though there be an appearance of illiberality in

acribing gencreus actions to bad motives, we cannot but think that the duke d'Aiguilion, une of the principal ace
tors
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Whatever may ‘be the jullice of fuch an .opinion, thus much is certain: that many
things were done that night, in the heat of enthufiafm, which were afterwards, upon,
cool recolleftion, forely regretted ; and it is pofitively aflerted, that feveral of the nobie
lity, who had from the beginning been emifent for their patriotifim, and for the fhare they
had taken in forwarding a reform of the old government, were, notwithftanding, fo
much difgafted” by the proceedings of this night, that they immediately abandoned the
popular fide and party,and ranked from thence among the moft determined ariftocrats.

The affembly, however, confidering this as a complete regeneration of Fl:ancc, decreed
that a medal fhould be ftricken, in order to immortalize the alls of that great and glorious
night, as they termed it ; and, tranfported by the warmth of their paffions, and the eager-
nefs of their zeal, they conferred upon the king the flattering and glorious, but fhort-
lived title of Refforer of French Liberty ; and ordered a deputation to prefent him with the
decrees, together with the homage of his regenerated kingdom, and to addre(s him by his
new title. When Chapelier, the prefident, and the deputation, had addreffed the king,
he cpncluded his anfwer to them with the following words: ¢ Let us go and return
« thanks to God, for the generous fentiments which prevail in your affembly.” A fo-
lemn Te Deum was accordingly celebrated, and attended by the whole aflembly, Chapelier
(the leader and founder of the famous Breton club, fo inveterately hoftile to’ monarchy)
walking, as prefident, though a commoner, by the fide of the king; and thus, in the
opinion of A. Rabaud de St. Etienne, progerly fupporting the majefty of the people,
Tt is likewife obferved, by the {ame writer, that this was the ficllt benediction of religion
over the birth of liberty. :

Tt is remarkable that the liberal condué of the clergy, on this memorable occafion,.
failed to procare, either trom the nobles or cominons, thofe acknowledgments which they
moft richly deferved. On the contrary, there were firong indications, both then and
after, that they were deflined to be forfaken by both parties ; -and all the good humour
and harmony of the fourth of Auguft was wound up by a motion, fucceeded by a long
and earnéft debate, for the fuppreflion of their tithes, \

This debate was refumed on the next day, and continued on the fucceeding, and the
motion oppoled with great vigour. The celebrated Abbé Sieyes, with all his abftra&t no-

tars in this fcene, was rather fwayed by party, than influenced by patriotifm, in the facrifices he made; and that the: .
magnanimity of his conduét may fairly be imputed to his attachment to the Orleam faction, which would

- “maturally ledd him to diminifh, as much as poffible, that influence and power of the nobles, which would infallibly

be exerted to protet their fovereign from the infidious plans and wicked machinations of a faétion that manifeftly *

fought his deftruétion. Our opinion on this fubjeét is founded 6n the fubfequent conduct of the duke dAiguillon, to

which we fhall hereafter have occafion to advert—The Abbé Sabatier tells us, that the night of the fourth of Au~

guft was by the nobles called, the might of the facrifices, but, by the commons, it was termed, tbe nigte of the dupes.

Journal, Pclit, Tom, 2, p. 85 ' P ol v ¥ e
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tions of government, was ftill a firm adherent to the rights of the church, at leaft in thofe
things that related to her eftablifbment and independence; and he oppofed this violent
invafion of both with equal ardour and ability., He had not been prefent at the firft
dcbate, but, apprized of the intention to feize the tithes without an indemnification, he
rapidly compofed an elaborate difcoyrfe, which*he carried to the affembly *7, replete with
found argument, but not more argumentative than acrimonious, firongly urging the vio-
lence, opprefliony and injuflice, of the piopofed meafures, as well as the infecurity and
danger to which the precedent would expofe all other property ; and infifting, that the
caule be was fupporting was not merely that of the church, but of all property what-
ever. The abbé, who was ufually colleted and compofed, upon this occafion afcended
the tribune in great and vifible wrath ; but this only ferved to encreafe the animation and
vehemence with which he urged his arguments. e demonftrated, with great perfpi-
‘cuity and legal accuracy, that the tithes were not a tax impofed by the nation, but a
rent-charge laid upon their eftates by the original proprictors for the maintenance of the
church; that the a&ual proprictors had purchafed their cflates fubjeft to this rent-
charge; and that the legiflature had no authority to transfer this, which was a real
property, from the hands of the clergy to the landholders, who had no legitimate nor ap~
parent claim to it, He concluded a very forcible {peech, by boldly telling the Affembly,
that “ Zkey wifhed to be free, but knew not how to be jufi **."” . o

Though the abbé had been no fmall favourite with the Aflembly, and  his fpeeches,
upon other occafions, commanded particula attention, yet his arguments now, inftead of
producing effeét or convi€tion, were heard with the utmolt impatience, and with marks
of difapprobation which amounted even to interruption, both by the nobility and the
commons. Whether his reafons were fo ftrongly founded, or not, as to afford no room
for controverting them, it is certain that the conduét obferved by the other fide gave no
Tittle fanftion to the affirmative opinion, not the fmalleft attempt being made to refute,

‘or cven to anfwer, any one of his pofitions *%.
Tt e A

‘97 It muft be obferved, that it was the general mode adopted in the affembly, for the members to write their
fpecches st home, and to read them in their pldfes, there being as yet very few—not more than half a dozen, it is
faid, in the whole—who were capable of delivering their fentiments in an extempore public fpeech.

98 Qu'ils voulaient etre libres, et gu'ils we [avaient pas etre sufies. Journal Politique, &c. tont., il p. 20,~Mémoire de
M. le t‘omw de La!!y «Tolendal, p. 114,

9 The -bu Sabatier gives this account of the bufinefs == In vain did the abbé Sieyes, ide/ of the Palais. Roval,

“ and j‘y ﬂh of demecracy, aicend the tribune, to defend the property of the church; in vain did he cry out to the
“ demagogues, that “they wifhed to be free, but knew not how to be juft;” he confumed himfelf, to no purpofe;
“ in the midft of the fires which he himfelf had raifed; and he loft at once his caufo and his popularity. Men
“ afked each othér how be, who had, in his firft publications, demolifhed the foundations of all praperty, could
“ flatter himfelf with the bope of making the Affembly refpect the property of fhe clergy: In the accents of
! truth which be uttered they ﬁwhnﬂlnuhlﬂ intereft; they oppofed him with his own arguments; and the
3 mh

%
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It muft be obferved, that, through the unexampled precipitation which marked the
proceedings of the night of the fourth, fixteen refolutions of the higheft importar:ce
heing paffed in a few hours, moft of which, fingly, would require the cool déliberation
of more than a day, affilted by much knpwledge and judgment, for itsdue dctermina-
tion ; as well as from the continual difarrangement of thought,, occafioned by the ge-
neral clamour and acclamation, it became extremely difficult for the moft comprehenfive
mind to catch the nature or obje of the fubjects which were unexpectedly introduced,
and hurried through, with little difcuffion or explanation. The clergy were repreflented
by fome as having been in this ftate of blindnefs or ignorance, when the queftion in
which they were fo deeply intercfted, relative to tithes, was, on that night, brought for-
ward. They had generally conceived, and from the proces-verbal of the proceedings of
that night, digefted by M. Freteau, it appears their conceptions were perfectly well-
founded, that they were to receive a juft, or, at-leaft, a reafonable pecuniary compenfa-
tion, an idea which afforded the higheft gratification to them, as they would thereby be
releafed from that odious neceflity. of taking tithes in kind, which, above all things, they
wifhed to be exonerated from, and for that purpofe would willingly have fubmitted to no
fmall fubfira&ion from their value on the fuppofition of a commautation.

But when they found it was the intention to defpoil them of their only means of liv-
ing, and that they were deftined to look for fome undefined compenfation, which was to
depend entirely upon the future degree of henevolence that might happen to operate
upon the nation or affembly, nothing could exceed their fenfe of the wrong, or their
indignation at the injury : nor did the contemptuous treatment which the abbé Sicyes
had juft experienced, nor the clamour which was oppofed to their own arguments and
remonftrances, nor even the galling ridicule which occafionally intervened, and would
pafs a fubje@—to them much too ferious for merriment—=off as. a jeft, at all deter them
from contending rigoroully for their rights, and firmly defending their daily bread. It
was upon this occafion that one of the country vicars, inr the bitternefs of his heart, ad-
dreffed himfelf to the commons; and calling out with the higheft and moft marked in-
dignation, afked—¢ Was it then to devour us, that you invited us to join.you in the
name of the God of Peace'®®? It cannot be doubted that a fenfe of their own con-
dué in abandoning the nobility, with.a recolleftion of the means ufed to draw them
to that meafure, and a galling comparifon between the fraternal embraces, together

“ people, aftonifhed that after having advifed the maffacre of the flock he fhould wifh to preferve the fieece, come
“ pelled all wife men to acknowledge, that the abbé Sieyes either reafoned ill in the tribune, or had reafoned ill in
“ his works. So that he deceived two parties at the fame time :—the clergy, who had, at firft, only found in him
“a philofopher under the habit of aprieft ; and the Palais-Royal, who only faw a prieft under the cloak of a philo-
“ fophier."—Yournal Politique-Nationaldes Etats Generans et de la Revolution de 1789, tom, ii. p, 20, 21, THA

199 Mémoire de M. Je Comte de Lally-Tolendal, p. 114,

with
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with the flattering title which they had fo lately received, and the immediate ingratitude
of thofe very members by whom they had been {o highly commended and careffed, and to
whom they had in reality dene fuch effential fervice, muft altogether have ferved to eme-
bitter the prefent fcene in the greateft degree.

The dehate, if a continued fecene of tumult, noile, and ‘confufion, might be allowed
to ufurpthat name, was continued through the whole day. In wvain did a number of the
deputies, who withed to putan end to fo tirefome a difcuffion, by that fhort mode of de=
cifion which confifted only in the counting of heads, and in which they were ¢ertain of
a majority of two or three to one, call loudly and repeatedly for the queftion. Tae dif-
order was too great, and the paffions on both fides were too much inflamed, to admit of
the coolnefs and regularity neceflary even for a divifion ; fo that the bufinefs was, by -
common confent, adjourned to the following day.

The popular writers not only atknowledge, but feem to mention it as an inflance of
the aivity and ability of the leaders on their fide, that the night of the fiftl: of Au-
galt, which was that immediately fucceeding the debate on tithes, was by no means dly
nor incffectively fpent.  Every engine was fet to work to overcome the obftinacy, or to
mollify the minds of the clergy. Hope, terror, and flattery, were alternately tried, and |
each in its turn found a foil fit for its reception, and, accordingly, produced its proper
effe@. The obje& in view was to obtain from themfelves a formal, and, at the fame
time, an apparently voluntary furrender of tithes. In fa&, the clergy could not but fee,
that the union of the nobles and commons againft them muft of neceflity render all
their efforts abortive ; and it required no great wrouble to determine, whether it was not
bettér to fubmit with a good grace to an inevitable evil, than by a vain, and, what would
be deemed, a pertinacious refiftance, to exafperate that power on which they were fill

deflined to rely for fupport and protection.

In thefe circumftances, and under thefe fimilar impreffions, the point was gained:
in the courfe of the night ; and, at the commencement of the fitting on the next morn.
ing, the archbifhop of Paris, in the name of his brethren, furrendered all the tithes of
the church into the hands of the nation ; accompanying the furrender with the follow-.
ing fhort fpeech : * Let the gofpel be preached ; let divine worfhip be celebrated with
“ decency and dignity ; let the church be provided with virtuous and zealous paftors; .
« Jet the poor amongft the people be fuccoured. This is the deftination of our riches ;
 thefe are the objeéls of our miniftry, and of our wilhes: we truft ourfelves, without
* & referve, to a juft and generous nation,” This facrifice was reccived with an affected
acclamation of applaufe, as if any one could be perfuaded that it was a frec and volun~
tary gift, and not the effe@ of compulfion, It was not an incurious circumftance to .
obferve the fadden change which took place ia the countenance and manner of the Afs-
fembly, That bedy, fo agitated, fo noify, fo tumultuous and violeat on the preceding

day
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day and night, was now fo calm, fo tranquil and placid, that it was difficult to fuppofe it
compofed of the fame men.—By the decree, which provided for the abolition of tithes,
with 2 view to aflift the finances of the country, the National Aflembly loft an income
of feventy millions (ncar three millions fierling | the produce of the, ecclefiaftical tithes;
while the public treafure remained charged with the fupport of the clergy ; and the clals
of rich proprietaries, who had never been thought of during the dilcufion, gained in part
?what was loft to the church®.

In the fame fitting of the fixth of Auguft, while the Affembly was employed in re-
ducing into the form of decrees the hafly refolutions of the tourth, M. Mounier obfer-
ved, that if the redemption of feignorial rights were jull and ufeful to the flate, it would
be unjuft to abolifh, without an indemnification, thofe feudal riglus and daties, which
reprefented the rights of main-morte and perfonal fervice. Such a meafure, he con-
ceived, was calgulated to give birth to numberlefs law-fuits, and to invade the facred
rightsof property, which his inftructions ordered him to 'defend. But when he attempt-
.ed to afcend the tribune, he was prevented from proceeding by the indecent clamours of
‘the Affembly, who feemed to dread the effe€ts of calm deliberation and cool difcuffion.
M. Mounier told the prefident, that it would be a {ufficiént juftification for him to his
conftituents, if he could prove to them that he had exerted his urmoft efforts to fulfil
their inftru&ions ; for which purpofe he requeiled, that the Affembly would either hear
- him, or formally declare that thcy would not hear him. At length, the majority,
afhamed, probatly, of the proceeding, fuffcred him to (peak, He acc_brdmgly began by
exprefling his fatisfaction at the redemption of the feignorial rights; but he oblerved,
that, in order to eftablifh on a folid bafis the happinefs of a nation, not the fmalleft de-
viation from the rules of juftice fhould be tolerated , that, hitherto, preicriptiow had,
for the peace of fociety, been deemed a legitimate means of acquifition ; that, if a man
had been poffefled of quit-rents charged upon eftates, for more than'a century, whatever
might be the origin of thefe 1ents, they had indifputably become the patrimony of his
family ; that, in fucceffions and acquifitions, the value of eflates, fo charged, bad ever
been calculated according to the income'it produced when the quit-rents were dedudied ;
that perfonal fervice having been almoft general throughout Europe, and the ferfs having
been attached to the foil, which often belonged exclufively to the lord, many franchife-
ments had taken place, where perfonal fervice had been commuted for quit-rents ; and
that no inconvenience could poffibly arife from declaving all fuch rents, charged upon
eftates, redeemable ; without which, many familiés would be expofed to ruin.  But thefe
obfervations, juit and reafonable as they were, had no effeé@ on the Aflembly, who re-
_jeéted his demand *, _ ;

J L |

¥ Journal Politique, &c. tom. ii. p. 20,
! & Expofé de la Conduite de M. Mounier, dans VAflembleé Nationale, p. 83,83,
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Though many of the decrees framed in confequence of the refolutions of the fourth
- of Anguft were highly falutary and juft, yet the proceedings altogether laid the founda=
tion ot a change fo importaot in the internal polity of the kingdom, that it may, per=
haps, be a matter of doubt whether, upon the whole, they are to be confidered as having
a beneficial tendency, or as producing an effe&t of a contrary nature. That the mem-
bers had greatly exceeded their powers, 1s a faét not to be controverted ; and that the fpirit
of annzhilation was carried too far, feems equally certain ; neither the wildom nor the
patriotifm of deltroying the rights which conftituted the condition by which certain
provinces wete annexed to the crown, is fo confpicuous as the Aflembly feem to have.
imagined ;. and the propriety of abolifhing the provincial ftates may allo admit of confi-

derable doubt. All the ancient fyilems of theolpgy and the fchools, together with.,
the canon, political, and ccclefiaftical bodies of law, were fwept away like cobwebs; as

were, with ftill greater cale, all the claims or fuppofed rights of the court of Rome, and

all fees or taxes paid for it were for ever abolifhed %,  In a word, every thi?g changed its.

ancient form and alpect,

In the mode, too, of effecting this change, more zeal than wifdom was certainly dif-
played ; tor fo intent were the alfembly on the reformation of abufes, that they did not
flay to adopt thofe previous regulations which are ever neceffary in the abolition of ans
cient cuftoms, and the removal of ancient prejudices. We are apt to behold the works of
our anceftors with a degree of reverence whicl, renders us blind to their imperfe&tions ;.
hence we fhudder at the daring band of innovation, when it endeavours to demolifh the
beloved fabrics, ere the perfoafive tongue of reafon has artempted to convince us of their
‘defets. Befides, the fuppreffion of rights, enjoyed by our anceftors, and by them tranf-
mitted to ourfelves, wears an appearance of tyranny which difgufts and alarms, unlefs.
we are given to expe¢t fome fuitable recompence, or are taught, by argument, the ne-

ceflity of the lacrifice.

It basalfo been obferved too, by men of fhrewd. obfervation, that however brilliant:
the generous enthufialm of the fourth of Augult appeared, and whatever homour the
greateﬂ factifices made by the nobility and clergy to the people conferred on the parties,
yet that this new method of haftily pafing the moft important laws by acclamation,
was fraught with much ioconvenience and evil; that it took away from that refpeét,
from that opinion of wifdom, which ever fhould attend the proceedings of a great deli-
berative lﬂ'embly . more particularly the prefent, engaged as it was in the moft arduous
tafk, whzch any fimilar quy of men had ever affumed to themfelves, that of corre&ling
qnthtabn{cl accumulated in thc courfe of a long feries of paft ages, and of framing a

. Bruuhp-ﬁndmnm expected to dimidifh the pope’s antual income, to the amount of three hun
Mmﬂmmm
new. .
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-new and perfe& conftitution for the government of a great and powerful empire, as if it
had now been only commencing its exiltence. They maintained, that one eflendial law
coolly-pafled in favour of the people, marked with its proper charaQeriftics of due deli-
beration, difcuflion, and enquity, woudd have produced better effeéls vpon their temper
and difpofition, and infpired them with higher fentiments of gratitude, than the whole
bundle of laws thus precipitately hurried through by the voice of clamour and accla-
mation. That fuch a torrent of benefits pouring upon them at once was more calculated
'to turn their heads, to loofen all the bands of fubordination, to eradicate every fenfe of
‘their refpeive duties, and to indifpofc them to every form of government whatever,
than to render them good citizens, and ufeful members of fociety in their proper fphere
of life. That thefe laws fhould have been promulgated, and thefe benefits imparted,
gradually, to give them proper effect, and thereby to render them ufeful ; but that, in
the prefent ill-chofen feafon of pafling the one, and no lels ill judged mede of difpenfing
the other, the people muft certainly afcribe them either to a fuldden paroxyfm of fear or
madnefs ; and that, under this impreflion, their gratitude on the one hand, and all the
good effe&ts which were hoped to proceed from thefe prodigious conceflions, on the other,
would be equally fuperfeded. They farther infifted, that, independently of all extrinfic
.confiderations, fo important and fo intrjicate a body of laws, which went to change the
whole law and policy of the nation, to difarrange or difpofe of near half s property,
and to draw eternal lines of demarcation beétween the rights and claims of the rich and
the poor, the great and the fmafl, required, whether with regard to their flability, or to
the charater of the legiflators, that none of them feparately, much lefs the wholc. {hould
have been pafled, without deep thought, calm deliberation, long difcuffion, clofe enquiry
into fa@s and confequences, and a vigorous exertion of human forefight in looking to
poflible or probable effedls.

The event was fuch as might naturally have been expelled : the nobility and clergy in
the provinces, feeling no part of the enthufiafm which operated on their brethren upon
the fourth of Auguit, and being, on the contrary, in the higheft degree irritated by the
devaftation and ruin which they were enduring, were much diflatisfied with, and very
generally condemned the condu@ of théir delegates, in exceeding the powers contained
in their mandates, by thus haftily facrificing their rights and property, without their con-
currence, and without obtaining the fmalleft fecurity, cither prefent or future, for their
perfons, or for whatever flill remained of their poffeffions. On the other hand, the illi-
terate pealantry, having received only very imperfe& accounts, and forming very. con-
fufed ideas of what had pafled in the Affembly, yet the mixture of truth and falfhood
which reached them, that the feudal fyftem was entirely overthrown ; all privileges and
diftinétions between men for ever abolifhed ; that all open lands were the property of
the nation (by which they underftood them/elves) with that addition, which was received
more greedily than any other, that no rents were in future to be paid; thefe things, they -

thought,

.
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thought, not only afforded a full juftification of their paft violence, but fufficient autho-
rity for its continuance ; nor is it much to be wondered at that they fhould confider thefe
fudden and extraordinary bencfits as the effeét of their own outrages. Under this per-

, fuafion the people, who, it was maintained by+one party in the Affembly, would be ap-
peafed by thefe numerous facrifices, and for whole future good behaviour the count de
‘Caftellane, the vifcount de Noailles, and the duke d’Aiguillon, pledged themfeives, bee
came more infatiate in their demands, and ferocious in their aGions :—=The prefent epoch
being diftinguifhed by more conflagrations of gentlemen’s feats, and. the commiffion of
more murders throughout the kingdom. The Affembly abolifhed a part of the feadal
rights—the people fet fire to all the archives and titlesdeeds ; the Affembly effaced the
diftinétions of birth—aml the people maffacred -the nobles ; the Affembly deereed the
deftra&ion of pecuniary privileges, and the equal diftribution of impofts—and the people
refafed to pay any impofts at all%, So that the people, armed with the execntive power,
have invariably exceeded the decrees of the Allembly ; and have incelfantly decided, by
Jaét, what the Affembly have endeavoured to eftablith by law jo<thus, the people foon
began to confider the Affembly as timid and contemptible; and to pay no more atten-
tion to their decrees, than to the king’s orders.

Some fevere laws were, indeed, paffed, at the inftigation of M. Dupont, member for
Nemours, (who fcarcely fuffered a day to pafs without renewing his efforts for that pure
pofe, until he accomplifthed his objeéts ) fom fupprefling the diforders, and punifhing the
offenders ; but they, not being fupported with vigour, and ne proper force affigned for
carrying them into execution, produced but little effe¢t *.  The proprietaries, however,
at length, whofe fupinenefls hitherto had been a matter of general aftonifhment, took up
arms in their own defence, and checked the barbarous ravages ofthe peafantry, To this
late difcovered vigour on their fide Rabaud de Saint Etienne attributes the falvation of
France ; for he obferves, that that clafs of men who had nothing to lofe, and every thing
to gain, in the confulion of revolutions, was thereby deterred from affembling °,

_ As an appearance of fome tranquillity and good temper now prevailed in the court and

. Aflembly, the king ventured to appoint a new miniftry. The great feal was given to
the archbifhop of Bourdeaux ; the nomination of bencfices to the archbifhop of Vienne;
the war department was committed to M. du la Tourdu Pin; while .the counts de Saint

4 ]ml Politique, p. 24,

% The M of foppreffing Jiforders was, of courfe, confiderably enhanced, by the injudicious abolition of

| feigmorial tribumals, previous to the inftitntion of other courts, for the fpeedy adminiftration of juftice. The hafty
fuppreflion of the rights of the chafe afforded a pretext for the moft ferious outrages ; the game became a common
prey ; and, in the purfuit, even the extreme necefiities of the kingdom were difregarded, as the fanding corn was

mmmm ('8 Eaghity wranttaten, p. 106,
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Prieft and de Montmorin, who had been recalled with Neckar, were reinftated in their
former offices. The three former were members of the Aflembly, but they forbore to fit
or vote there after their appointment. The Affembly expreffed great fatisfaltion at the

choice of thofe minifters, which the king had immediately communicated to them by
letter. :

It happened, unfortunately, that the fame evil, which had already proved fo fatal to
the king and to his adminiftrations, ftill continued to prefs upon the executive govern-
ment with greater weight than it had ever done before. The payment of the taxes—owing,
chiefly, to the injudicious declaration of the Affembly on the fubject of the exifting
impofls—being generally refufed or evaded in moft parts of the kingdom, there was no
money to fupport government, or carry on the public bufinefss In this ftate of things
the néw minifters demanded an audience of the Aflembly, when the arclibifhop of Bour-
deaux—as keeper of the feals—addrefled them in the following terms :

« While the reprefentatives of the nation, happy in their confidence in the fovereign,
« and in his paternal reliance on their affe¢tion, are employed in eftablithing, on a per-
© ¢ manent bafis, the felicity of the country—that country is agitated and convulifed, and
¢ an univerfal confternation prevails,

« Whether refentment of the various abufes which the king wifhes to have reformed,
« and which you defire to profcribe for ever, has led the people aftray ; whether the
¢ annunciation of an univerfal regeneration has fhaken the different powers on which
¢ depends the exiftence of focial order ; whether paffions hoftile to our felicity have
¢ fhed their malignaant influence over the empire; or whether from any other caufe ; the

« truth is, gentlemen, that the public order and tranquillity are difturbed in almofk
¢ every part of the kingdom. \

“ You well know, gentlemen, that all property. is violated in the provinces; the
¢ hands of incendiaries have ravaged the habitations of the citizens; the torms of juf-
“ tice are laid afide, and aéts of violence and profcriptions fubftituted in their place,
“ In fome parts the very crops on the ground have been threatened with deftruion.
“ and even the hopes of the people nipped in the bud. Wherever depredations have’
- ¢ failed of their effedt, terror and alarm have been induftrioufly diffeminated. Licen~
“ tioufnefs remains without refiraint; the laws without force ; the tribunals without aigvity »
“ . defolation has [pread over a part of France, and terror has [eized the whole. Commerce

“ and indufiry are fufpended ; and the afylums of piety can no longer afford pmm;u againft
“ the mderow atiempts of affaffins.”

-
-~

After this dreadfnl reprefentation of the unpmiijhd 7 crimes which deW the king-

7 Hiftoire dela Revolution de 1789, tom, ii, p, 908, .
' oo dom;
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~ dom ; after having fupplicated the Aflembly, in the king’s name, to accelerate the com-
pletion of their great and important labours ; after having entreated them to adopt fuch
coercive. meafures as fhould appear to them neceflary for putting a ftop to fo many dif-
orders, and having affured them of the king's cqneurrence and fanction, he obferved, that
M. Neckar would immediately lay before them the true ftate of the finances. |

That minifter accordingly reprefented, that, on his re-entrance into office, he had only
found in the treafury four hundred thoufand livres, part in cafh, and part in notes of the
~ Caiffe &’ Efcompte : that the difference between the revenue and the current expences
was enormous, and the national credit annibilated ; that it had been neceflary, however, to
condutt the public bufinefs without betraying any appearance of diftrefs, until the time .
when the Nationai Aflembly fhould lay the foundation of permanent order ; that the ar-
rival of that period had been protraed, and, at the fame time, the extraordinary ex-
pences and unexpeéted diminutions which had taken place in the produce of the revenue
had avgmented the pecuniary embarraffments of the ftate:—Among thefe expences and
defalcations, he mentioned the immenfe fupplies of corn which the king had been
obliged to procure for the kingdom ; the extraordinary works about Paris for the purpofe
of giviug fubfiftance to twelve thoufand poor, who were paid for their labour at the rate
of twenty fols a day ; the reduion of the price of falt to one half, in feveral places,
occafioned by the audacity of fmugglers, who introduced that article and tobacco opens
ly, and under the elcort of troops of armed men ; the deftrution of many of the bar-
riers ; the pillage of the cuftom-houfes ; the difperfion of the regifters; the obftructions
to the colleétion of duties ; und the refufal to pay the taxes—Having thus expofed the
dreadful ftate of the finances, he defired the Aflembly, in the king's name, to fanction a
Joan of thirty millions of livres, to fatisfy the engagements and inevitable expences of
the ftate for two months, by which time he prefumed that the conflitution would be
completed, or, at leaft, far advanced. He expreffed his opinion of the impropriety of
tempting the monied men, by the offer of an_high intereft ; and propofed that only five
per cent. thould be allowed, Afterdetailing the means of accommodating the lenders by
fixing the nature and ftabitity of their fecurities, he fuggefted the idea of publifhing a lift
of the pe,fom who fhould fubferibe to this patn'm'c loan, and of inferting it in the re~

gilters of the Affembly.

. % You will not, gentlemen,” —purfued the minifter—* refufe to fan&ion this lean.
« Seyeral of your mandates have doubtlefs required that you fhould withhold your con~
« fent from any impoft or Joan until the conftitution fhould be fertled 5 but could they
“ poffible forefee the difficulties which have retarded your labours 7 could they forefee
« the unexampled revolution which hastaken place within the laft three weeks 7 Could
« your conflituents make themfelves heard, they would exclaim—Save the flate ; fave

« the country; you arc accountable for our peace, for our happincfs !—And, gentlemer,
1 : Uug . . “how
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« how much is your refponfibility increafed, now.that the government has no longer au)y
« power, and that you alone are pollefed of the few means that vemain for rebifting the
‘¢ ftorm !—As for me, 1 have fulfilled my tafk ; I have made you acquainted with the
« true ftate of affairs, and whatever meafures you may adopt, it is my duty to refpet

“ your opinions, and to give you, to the laft moment, proofs of my zeal and devotion,”

After expatiating, in a very affe@ing manner, on the calamities of the kingdom, M.
Neckar deemed it neceffary to offer fome topics of confolation, at the conclufion of his.
fpecch, which he terminated with thefe wotds :

« Notwithftanding the evils we experience, the kingdom is ftill entire, and the union
« of knowledge and talents may fertilize the germ of profperity. Let no one, then,
¢ either in this affembly, or in the kingdom, lofe courage. The king fees the truth;
** the king wifhes to promote the general good ; his fubjelts have prelerved for his per-
“ fon a penchant, which the return of national tramguillity will fortify and augment.
“ Let us, therefore, gentlemen, give ourfelves up to the enjoyment of the happy pro-
« {peét ftill to be difcerned. A day, perhaps, will come, when, in the midft of thofe
« {weets which rational freedom and undivided confidence afford, the French nation will
« efface from her recolletion thefe times of calamity; and, while fhe enjoys the bene-
¢ fits refulting from your generous efforts, fhe will never, in her effufions of gratitude,.

¢ omit the name of a monarch on whom, as a token of your affetion, you havc recently
" # conferred fuch a glorious fitle,”

The {peech of the minifter was followed by the applaufe of the Aflémbly ; and M. de
Clermont- Lodeve, canvinced, by his reprefentations, of the urgent neceffity of applying:
an immediate remedy to the pecuniary diftrefles of the ftate, moved that the fum re-
quired fhould be inftantancoudly granted. But that Affembly, which had fo.recently
voted away, millions by acclamation, and changed, as it were, the whole internal polity
of the kingdom in one night, had, on a fudden, become fo extremely prudent, cautious,
and circumfpeét, that they refufed to vote a fum thus comparatively trifling, without due
deliberation, and ferious difcuffion. In the firft inftance, indeed, the objeéls of a party

_ were to be accomplifhed ; in the laft, the public good alone was to be confulted. Mira-
beau, who was of courfe extremely unwilling to afford that affiftance to the ftate which.
could in any degree tend to the refloration of order, and by that means intesfere with the
fichémes of his patron, ftigmatized as * a vile flave,” and even threatened with pro-
feription *; the member who made the motion ; while the Affembly calmly fubmitted to
this daring invafion of the freedom of dcbate, this fcandalous violation of decency,.

~ The man, who re;c&ed, in the moft pofitive terms, the authoritics of mpu'mre man-

-

¥ Expofé de Ja Conduite de M, Mownier, p, 34,
dates,,
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dates, and afferted the independence and omnipotence of the Affembly, now maintained
the neceffity of appealing to their conltituents, for their fanction to a menthly vote of
- credite. The neceffity of adhering to thofe inftru&ions which they had fworr to obe
ferve, now acknowledged, though generally deniedy by Mirabeau, was indeed founded on
" the.ancient laws and cuftoms of the monarchy ; but if any occafion could juftify a de-
partare from the firiét rule of adherence, it was certainly the prefent, when a national
bankruptcy , which the Aflembly had deprecated in fuch ftrong terms, as even to forbid,
under the feverelt penalties, the utterance of the words, would be the probable confee
quence of refufal or delay : and when, as M. de Lally obferved, an implicit obelience to
the letter of the inftruftions, would operate in contradi@ion to the fpirit of them, fince
l.f\ey could not order the deputies to make a conftitution for a fociety, which, without
this loan, could no longer exift *.

The confideration of the queftion was, at length, referred tothe commiftee of finance,
whofe chairman, the duke d’Aiguillon, made his report to the houfe, on the following
day. He acknowledged the neceflity of the loan, but declared his opinion, that the
natignal loan ftood in no need of fubfidiary means, as there could not be a doubt burt thag
every defcription of citizens would zealoufly haften, to-advance the fum required ',

U nder this perfuafion, the loan was adopted ; but, relying on-the patriotic zeal of the
citizens, all thofe inducements which M, Neckar had holden out to fubfcribers were
omitted, and the intereft reduced to four and a half per cent. The confequence was fuch.
as might naturally have been expeéted; people refufed to part with their money, where
the fecurity was doubtful, and the terms were difproportioned to the rifk, fo that the flate
was left in the fame embarrafled fituation as before. .

Nor was the immediate failure to procure the neceffary relief to government the worfl
confequence of the mifconduét of the Aﬁembly on this oceafion. In the courle of the
debates an. the fubje, their power to pafs a vote of credit was frequently called in quef-
tion ; and M., Camus moft injudicioufly, if not defignedly, intimated that the intereft due
to the creditors of the ftate could not be exempted from the effeét of the general refolu«
tion, that evcrj fpecies of property fhould be fubjeét to taxation. Thus if a determi~
nation had been adopted to exert every effort to diffuade men of property from ftanding
forward in relief of the ftate, the fcheme could not have fucceeded more compleat! ye
Befides, the confidence which the nation had hitherto repofed in M. Neckar could not bur
be affe@ed by the want of confidence in.their own minifter, difplayed by the Affembly,,
n mjea_lpg his fcheme, though they had fo often extolled his abilities and integrity, in a.

® Hiftoire dela Revolution de 1789, tom. il p. 652. 10 See Piecer Yuflificativer, at the ond of M. de,
Lally's Memoire, p.92,, ! Hiftoire de Ja Revolution de 1789, tom, i p, 800
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dcgrcc which approached to the hyperbole. This condu& drew a degree of unpopulari-
ty, and even of odlum, upon the National Aflembly, which it did not eafily fhake off;

for, as Neckar did not fcruple publickly to vindicate himfclf, the whole blame naturally
fell upon that body, who were accufed of having paid him a fervile homage, and lavifhed
expreflions of confidence which their fubfequent conduét contradiéted ; thicy were like-
wife charged with having demanded his recall and fruftrated his fchemes, from one and
ithe fame motive—that of difplaying their own power, or thwarting the will of their
fovereign®.

Having found it impoffible to procure money on their own terms, and the neceffities of
the flate every hour encreafling, the Affembly, at length, permitted Neckar to preferibe
fuch conditions as in his opinion would prove effeétual, for raifing a loan of eighty mil-
lions of livres, at five per cent, on the credit of the aflembly. But the feeds of miftruft
were too widéiy difleminated ; the fortunate moment had been imprudently fuffered to
efcape, and could not be regained ; although the propofals were fufficiently alluring, the
fubfeription advanced too flowly to produce the defired effc& and, in fine, was not half
filled. In the mean time, a fcheme for promoting and receiving patriotic contributions
was adopted ; and, like other novelties in that country, raged for a time with the violence
of an epidemic diforder, Silver buckles and gold rings were the moit common con-
trlbunons to the Affembly ; fo that, in a Jew days, not a filver buckle was to be feen,
nor, probably, many wedding rings to be found any where in or near Paris, The National
Aflembly themfelyes, in one of thofe fuddcn fits of enthufiafin, to which they were fo
Tiable, difmantled all their own fhoes in a moment. Such was the rage of faﬂmm; while
it lafted, that the pooreft people, even thofe who, if they did not fubfift upon common
charity, were but little removed from fuch a ftate, prefented their offerings. The low-
eft, as well as the higher order of courtezans were eminently diftinguifhed for their li-
berality on this occafion; and the wages of proftitution were deemed acceptable oblations
at the fhrine of patriotifm != A more difgraceful meafure, with refpeét both to the na-

‘tion and themlelves, was furely never adepted by any body of men in ﬁrmlar circam-
ﬁanccs 1 T

Meastime the king and queen, being reduced to a ftate of abfolute poverty, according
to M. Neckar, were obliged to fend their gold and filver pla:c to the mint, to be convert-
ed into current coin for the relief of their immediate neceffities,

It foon appeared, and might have been eafily forefeen, that the patriotic donations were
totally incapable of extricating the flate from its pecuniary embarrafiments, which were

!

13 Memoire de M, de Lally.Tolendal, p, 118,
of
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of too valta magnitude to beatat all affe&ted by fuch trifling'refources ; fo that the danger
ofa public bankruptcy, and of a total ceTition of all the operations of government,
could not fail toimprefs th: mind of every friend to his country with the moft ferious
apprehenfions ; the taxes being almolft entirely uaprodutive, and no means appearing for
fupplying their place with an adequate fobftitute. It was in this flite of extreme diffi-
culty, when the greatnefs of the neceffity feemed almoit to afford a fan&ion to any mea~
fure that might be purfued for obtaining relief, that Neckar ventured to propofe to the
Affembly afcheme for a fupply, which the boldeft minifter that ever lived, and in the
moft defpotic government, would perhaps have hefitated at adopting. This was no=
thing lefs then the extraordinary contribution of the fourth part of each man’s yearly
revenue, to be paid at different ftated periods during the courfe of three years. The el
timate of each man’s income, and confequently the amount of the fum which he was

to contribute to the ftate, being lefr to his own henour.

It was certainly a fingular cafe, that a tax, almoft without example in tiw‘ moft arbi-
trary governments, fhould have been paffed by abody of men, not only highly republia
can, but who openly avowed themfelves the affertors of liberty. But it muft be confi-
dered, on the other hand, that they werealready labouring under great and general
odium on account of the failure of Neckar’s firft fcheme for raifing money by a loan,
which was entirely and juftly charged to their injudicious and wanton interference in
the bufinefs. At the fame time, inftant bankruptey, with all its fatal confequences, was
ftaring them full in the face ; and if they rejeéted the prefent plan, they would make
themfelves thereby refponfible for ali the evils that might enfue. It is remarkable, that
the arguments ufed by Mirabeau, on this occafion, were dire@ly contradiGory to thofe

which he bad adduded in oppofition to the firft loan. He ' then reprobated the idea of ¢

voting by acclamation, whereas he now deprecated all difcuflion and deiiberation : he ex«
horted the Affembly to repole an unlimited confidence in the minifter ; telling them
that by accepting his propofitions, and by raifing him to a kind of provifionary diftator=
Jhip, they would difcharge their duty as citizens and reprefentatives of the nation Y
‘Whether this change' was owing to an idea, that the prefent {cheme for raifing money
was more objeltionable then the former, and lefs likely to be productive, or whether he
really felt any repugnunce at the obftruétions hie had before thrown in the way of the
minifter’s plan, or dieaded the lofs of his own popularity, it is not for us to determine.
It was too late now for the Aflembly to refle@, that much of the public diftre(s pro-
ceeded from their own extraordinary declaration, which taught the people to confider all
the prefent taxes as illegal, from the circumftance of their not being impofed by their

repreféntatives. -

13 Hiftoire de la jon de 1789, tom, iii, p, 172.
5 i g oo Nothing_
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Nothing was, hmem‘, kft !dom: hy the A[Icmbly.-whnch could tend to render this |
fcheme of fnppiy palpable ; a\h 90 prevent its afluming the-edious appellation of atax,
it was reprefented entircly as a patriotic contribution or donation. But the d fliculty
that naturally arofe from this pitiful mode of temporifing, fo muchbeneath the dignity
of a legiflative body, was this—that the means which were adopted toremove the unpo-
pularity and even odium that, from the difpofition of the people, it was evident muft at-
tend {uch a meafure, were calculated to rcnder it unproductive, and to deftroy the effect
" jt was intended to promote. Confidered as a tax, it was deemed oppreflive’; and as a vo-
Juntary contribution futile. In vain did the Affembly pals an addrefs to the-nation, ftat
ing the neceility of great facrifices'in cafe of great emergency. Neither this exhorta-
tibn, nor the knowdetlge that the fcheme originated with Neckar, could prevent a great
number of thofe who were expofed to its effect, from confidering this decree as the re-
fult of a combination, fermed by men without property, to ftrip thofe who ftill retained
any, of the laﬁ faithing they poflefled,  For, the example being once fet, of thus par-
tially taxing apart of the community,’and condemning them to bear sll the burthens of
the flate, it was afked, who could pretend to define the extent to which the injury and
| :-opprefﬁon might be carried ander the fanétion of fuch a precedent ; efpecially as all
power was lodged, and liable to continue, in the hands of thofe very men who had com-
suitted the original wrong 7 If ftate ncocﬂ':ty was pleaded as the colour or pretence, they
obferved, that it was at beft the plea only of tyrants; and that the fame pretence wquld
anfwer the fame purpofe, while they hadeany thing left to lofe. If the total failure of
the cuftomary taxes was, brought as an argument, the queftion was readily put, why the
pcoplc' were armed to refift their payment, until better, or, at leaft, other taxes were pro-
vided, tofupply the deficiency ? They faid, that the landed proprietors had already facri-
ficed a great part of their rights and property to thé public good ; that another confider-
able portiorh had been toially deftroyed, by the cruel devaftations commited on their
houfes and eftates, by thofe very people on whom they were fhowering’ benefits ; and that
now, in the feafon of their humiliation and diftrefs, fcarcely breathing from the herrors
~and ruin which they had experienced, to condemn them to the fupport of all the ex~
pences of the nation, was a meafure of fuch injuftice and cruelty; as to be without ex-
ample in all the apnals of tyranny, Nordid the fangmne and ative part which Mira-
beau had taken in paffing this decree, ferve in any degree to leffen thefe impreffions, or
to render the meafure more acceptable. Upon the whole, nothing had yet taken place
in the courfe of the Revolution, which ferved fo much to embitter the minds of men, to
increafe the animofity and malignity of parties, and which through the violence of their

collifion preduced {uch unfortunate and d:fgmfnl cnnfequcncet, as this meafure of
partial taxation.

-

n~ 4

Duving thefe uﬁ'orts to relieve the d'ﬂreﬂ'es occaﬁoned bv the d:forderad flate of the
ﬁn»ucw—nhmh tovk up a confiderable {pace of - time=—the Nat!om.l Aﬂembly were bu-
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fily occupied in forming different parts of the new conftitution ; and, as they were de=
termined to prove, that they were wholly unconfined by the fhackles of precedent, and
their proceedings unbiafled by the condu& of the States-General of the kingdom, con«
vened in former pericds of the monarchy, they refolved to begin ab ovo, by a declaration
of the rights of man.  On this fubje@ the Aflembly bewildered themfelves in the laby-
rinth of abflraét queftions and metaphyfical difquifitions. La Fayette, who had adopted
his political principles in America, prefented a declaration, which was an epitome of all
thofe that had heen adopted by the different members of the United States. This might
poffibly Imve becn received by the Affembly as the ground-work to their own, had not
the abh* 8i-yes compoled an abftra&t and complex work, in which he defined and traced.
the rights of mau to their firll principles, Though the abbé's friends and admirers were
unfuccefsful in their fupport of this produion, they, however, procured the reje@ion
of La Fayette’s fyfiem ; vur this double failure, inflead of operating as a difcouragement, -
was focceeded by tuch a multitude of plans of new declarations, thay the Affembly,
emo:rrafied Ly a variety of choice, found it neceflary to appoint a committee, in order
to re uce the fubftances of thole numerous plans into one digeft, to which they might
reler, as a text-bock, in their deliberations.

This digeft was as far from affording fatisfaion as the feparate plans of individuals,
In the mean time effays were every day written upon the fubjeét ; and every man feemed
to think 1t the cafieft thing in the world to do that which none did. Opinions multi=
plied upon opinions in the Aflembly, every time the fubjeét was difcuffed ; every line
teened with new difficulties ; the mutval jealoufies and diftrufts of the parties led them .
to fulpeét fome dangerous myftery or hidden fraud to be involved in axioms the moft
fimple and obvious ; and while they reciproeally accufed each other without cerehiony,
either of intending to give the reinsentirely to licentioufnefs, or of wifhing to check the
progrefs of liberty, cool debate and deliberate difcuffion were, in fuch c:rcumﬁancci.
rather to be wifhed for than expeéted.

A deglaration, which was propofed by one of the fections into which the Affembly
was divided, was at length fo far received, as to become the {ubjet of a general dcbate,
_ with a view to its affording the foundation for the grand fuperftruéture. Every article
became 2 fubje@ of much difcuffion, and was not unfrequently produ@ive of great heat
m_bmmch The debates were cxcecdmgly tedious and uninterefling ; being in many
cales a mete war of words, running much into metaphyfical abfiraftions, grammatical
nw verbal difputes, of no confequence. They were rendered fill more irks
fome and difficult from its being fcarcely poffible to arrange any number of words in
fuch a form as would equally firike the cars of, and be received with the fame degree of

- apprehenfion by, fo great an affemblage of men as twelve hundred, even fuppofing that -
: .lhey were all qual!y fineere in their purfoit of the truthy and that none were prompted
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by particular motives to deviate from the right line of dire®ion. It became, indeed,”
now evident, if it had been before doubted, that fo numerous a body was by no means
properly calculated for a deliberative alfembly.

The debates, however, were not cntir:ly confined to the fubje® or compofition of the
declaration ; for one of the moft confiderable, and, perhaps, the molt intercfting with re-
gard to matter, arofe upon the queftion of adopting the meafure, confidered with refpect
toits expedience and propriety. It was faid, by thofe who oppoled the meafure, that this
American idea was, in fa&, more brilliant than folid ; that it originated from a new and
peculiar ftate of things, which did not exift with refpect to France ; but that whether it
fuited or not the circumflances and condition of thofe by whom it was firlt adopted,
. was not the queftion to be confidered, but whether it fuited their own ?  This they en-

deavoured to difprove. They ftated, in the firft place, that fuch a declaration, in the
prefent ftate and temper of the nation, would not only be inexpedient, but might pro-
bably prove dangerous, from an improper ufe being made of it ;. that the people, juft de-
livered from oppreffion, and indulging them{elves in a° momentary licentioufnefs, were
unprepared for fuch new doflrines ; that when they were intexicated with the unace
cuftomed fpirit of indépendence, they would no longer acknowledge the authority. of the
laws, but would be too apt to confider them only as remaining appendages of that fyftem.
of ancient tyranny, from whofe other fhackles they had fo lately liberated themfelves;
and under this blind dcluﬁon they would eagerly exert their new liberty in enforeing by
violence, every claim which caprice, folly, or the worll paflions might fuggelt.

They added, that in order to avoid thefe mifchiefs and dangers, which were too.obvious
to be overlooked by any body, the Affembly, after involving itfelf in a tafk of great mo-
ment and expetation, would be afraid to exccute, confifiently and properly, that diffi.
cult bufinefs which it had fo needlefsly and wantonly undertaken ; for that, under thefe
fhackles, it could only form a patched up, imperfe&, and inconfiftent work, under the
name of a declaration of rights, which would be a difgrace to the authors as well as to.
the fubjeét, the parts.militating againft each other, and contradifting the title, from the
number of reftraints and limitations, with which, in fuch untoward circumftances, it muft
of neceffity abound; and thus the mighty whole, when it came forth, inftead of a poli-
tical creed, which fhould convert¥#all mankind by the juftnefs and fimplicity of its
principles, would prove an infignificant, incoherent, eootmh&uygupn. They faid,
the Affembly, by this premature attempt, would find itfelf involved in other diffi-
culties, which it did not feem aware of, with refpect to the great caution which was to be

lamﬁinhmlqinm-mu in their cradle, as it were,~had the vanity nmmma-
nﬁhgmru—ﬂomdu,m,mqmwumoathnmﬁmofmdrnd‘hbm“ treat with difdain a
nm.rmmmmmmmmmwmcmm _
ufed.
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uled in not confining its powers of legiflation, and the danger of a contradi®ion between
general principles and particular laws; this muft occafion their declaration of thofe
principles to be timid and circum(ped, if not equivocal ; and the produion, it was
infifted, would appear to be merely the offspring of their prefent neceffities, and of the.

-raling prejudices of the moment.

_ Were it not better, therefore, faid they, to defer your declarition of rights, until the

conftitution is completed and eftablifhed ? We fhall then have it in our pawer to appro-.
priate the one to the other, and to make them harmonize together.~M, Malouet put
this appofite queftion :—* Why fhould we tranfport men to the ideal fummit of a.
« mountain, and fhew them the extenfive domain of their rights beneath, then we
“ fhall moft affuredly be obliged to make them defcend, and to bring them iato the real.
« world, where ghey will find eyery ftep fettered with reftraints

But the much more numerous party who fupported the meafure, teeated with indige
nation and difdain the idea of fuppofing there could be any danger in enlightening the
public, and communicating to them a knowledge of their rights. Thefe maintained,
that it had been the old trick of defpotifm, in all afu.and places,to keep the people igno-
rant, in order to rivet their chains the more firmly, and to render their flavery eternal.
They talked in lofty language, but not always perfectly intelligible, about the native rights
of man, ¢ Which ” they faid, “are eternal, ugalienable, and imprefcriptible ; that their
« fource isin nature itfelf; that they are equal and unchangeable in every age andevery,
“ country ; and can never yield to any reafon of convenience or neceflity : that,asthe fole
« objeét of fociety. is the prefervation of thefe rights, to declare what they are is an indif-
« penfable preliminary, to the eftablifhment.of a political conftitution : that the reprefen-
“ tatives of the people are fpecially called upon to declare them, becaufe itis their duty
¢ 10 lay the foundations before they raife the edifice ; to eftablifh principles before they,
«¢ draw conclufions ; to fix upon a determinate and invariable end, before they make
« choice of the means by which it is to be obtained : that it is nccellary to declare them,
+ in order that the people may underftand and decide upon the motives of their legiflaa
¢ tors ; that our fucceflors may tread in our footfteps, and, feeing clearly ouf oljeét,
¢t and comprehending fully the fenfe of our defign, may be enabled to bring our work.
“ to perfetion § and, that other nations may. be made fenfible by our precepts of the injuries
« they [uffer, and may learn by our example bow to redrefs them. It is a debt “which France
- umnmhul.

The majonty & eourfe punlled. and the following produélion was the froit of their
Isbours.—*“The reprefentatives of the French people, conftituting a National Affembly,
*¢ cenfidering ignorance, forgetfulnels, or contempt, of the rights of man, to be the folg.

¢ caufe of the public calamities, and the comlptlon of governments, have refolved to ex-
i Pm‘
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« plain, in a folemn declaration, the natural, indlienable, and facred rights of man; in
e order that fuch declaration, being conftantly prefented to all the members of the fo-
‘% cial body, may inceflantly remind therh of their rights and their duties; in order that

- the aés of the legiflative power, and thafe of the executive power, being every inftant
¢ compared with the objeét of every political inftitution, may become more refpeCled ;
¢ and, laftly, in order that the claims of the citizens, founded in future on fimple and
“ inconteflible principles, may ever tend to the fupport of the conftitation, and the hap-
¢ pinefs of the whole ; . Fid

« In confequence whereof, the National Afl:mbly acknowl=dges and declares, in the

« prefence, and under the aufpices of the Supreme Being, the following rights of man
“¢ and citizens : e |

1. « Men are horn and remain free and equal in. rigﬁts; focial diftin&ions can only be
“ founded on general utility. . .

Q. % The end of every political affociation is the prefervation of the natural and im-

“ prefcriptible rights of man. Thefe rights are liberty, property, fafety, and scfiftance
< of oppreflion. . : ' | .

3. “ The principle of all fovereignty refides effentially in the nation. No bedy,

' “no individual, can exercife any authority but fuch as exprefsly emanates ** from
* thence. '

4 ¢ Liberty confifts in the ability to do every thing which is not prejudicial to_dthcn,
“ Thusy the exercife of the natural rights of each individual has no other limits than thofe

« which enfure to the other members of fociety the enjoyment of thofe fame rights.
“ Thefe limits can only be fixed by the law, of

5 « The Jaw has only a right to prohibit fuch ations as are prejudicial to focicty:
“ Nothing thatis not prohibited by the law can be prevented ; and noone can be con-
- % ftiained to do what the law does not ordain, e '

6. “ Theslaw is the expreflion of the general will, . All citizens have a right to
¢ concur, either perfonally, or by their reprefentatives, in its formation ; it ouglhit to be
** the fame for all, whether it prote@s, or pnifhes.- Al citizens being equal in the eye

¥5.In tranflating the ftate papers and parljmcninry fpeeches of the prefent period, we ammm at li-
teral adherence to the originals, than ata ftriét accurac ' s

: ere y of language, from a convidtion, that by ﬁ#ﬁl g we fhall
<onvey the moft perfed ideaof the /pirit and manmer of the writers and oratoss, | x %

¢ -
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¢ of the law,. ?.e_gua.l ld:mﬁihle to.all « -'.- nities, places, and public employments, ac-
¢ cording to their capacity, and without ; any MMW than thofc whicli refult
“ from their v:rtnel and thear talent:

-
"\-.r

_ 7. “ No man can he ancnl'ed apprehended. nor detained. mept in fuch cafes as are
¢ determined by the law, and according to the forms which the law has preferibed.
*¢ Thofe who folicit, cxpednte, execute, or caufe to be executed, lrbitmy orders, ought
o ,qyn punifhed ; but every citizen fammoned or {eized in virtue of the law ought to
- oley mﬂmpmcmﬂy. by refiftance he renders himfelf gudty. . ‘ .

8. « Theh.w wgﬁ only to eﬂabh!h fnch pumﬂmmenta as are l!r]&ly and evidently
" ncccﬁ'nry and no man can be pun; ﬁd but in virtue of a law gﬂabh/bcd and promulgated
é prw:ous to :b; ccw kon of the crime, and I@db applied.

9. Every man belq&prefumed lnnocent untll he has been dcclared.gudty, if it be
¢ deemed neceflary to apprehend him, all rigour, except fuch as is requifite for fecuring
« his perfon, fhould be feverely reprefled by the law, o5

20. ““No man onght to be molefted on account,of his opinions, even on religious fub-
“ jc&s provided theu' mmfeﬂauon do not difturb the public order dh\bbihed by
"thelaw _ "o _{,' 8 2%

» o) ' R e N
n “the ﬁceeommumcahon of thoughts atid opinwnc is one of, ;be moft precious
huof man, Every citizen, therefore, may fpeak, write, and print freely, fubject

y to a rq(paaﬁhhty for the almfe of ﬂm freadam in cafe?etmnmed by the law.

o ‘“f . dy. ¢

e fecur "'of the nglm of man and the citmcn zpndm a pnbhc force
Tary. That force then is inftituted for‘dqo advqntagu of all, and not for the pri-
lity of thofe mwhmnxt is mm 3

BT Tl Far the mnntwd'p puhlic force. aﬂfuthc mécs of government,
“.aeompowmm#nmn is indifpenfably mqmﬁte. it anﬂ\:. :o be equally dmded
. mongallthm mmmw&iwﬁcdnm R e

M 14, ¢ Allﬂntm hm a ﬂghtb Mn, by themfehq or thetr reprcfentatwcs,
4 the peceffity of the public / to confent to the fame, to watch over
application,

:;m wamm : collection, and duration,
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