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16. 4 Every foeiety, in which the Hﬂﬁh’#ﬁghn is not emmmr tl:e feparap -
“ tion of powers determined, lias no: MWW

17. “ Property being an mv;olthlnmdfumd right, no.man can be clep rived of i zt, wn-
s lefs when evidently exaéted by public neceflity, lcgauyﬁcmumd, mdcr the
" eondmon of a Juﬁand prmmeBg.” it ", A \
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It would be endlefs to repeat ﬂl‘ﬂn’t hﬂs ‘been faid on the fubjc& of this decl‘tﬁbn
by the friends and enemies 1o the meafure ; it certainly neither deferved the unqualified
cenfure it experienced from one party, nor the indifcriminate commendatwn it n:cemed
from the other. That it containied fome ftrong truths and found maxims, which had
been too long negle@ed or defpifed, cannot be called in queftion ; butthe objesion which
appears tocarry moft weight witlyit, is this, that it tended to inflate the people, already
200 confcious of their own ftrength ; to fimulate thofe who required to be checked ; and .
to provide a fpur inftead of a dridle. The following apoftrophe, addreffed, on this fub-
je&, to the National Aﬂ’embiy, by a contcmpomy writer, conm:’! much good fmfe

Leg:ﬂatou, foundert of a new order of th:qgs, pn feck to difplay before you that
. metapbyﬁcal fyflem, which the ancient legiflators had always the wifdom to conceal
# in the foundation of their edifices. Ah! be not more wife than nature ! If it be your
* wifh that a great people fhould enjoy the fhade, and be nourifhed with the fruit, of
« the tree that you are planting, do not® leave the roots M’paﬂa’! ‘ﬁreld, t men, to-
*“ whom you have only fpoken of their rights, and never of their duties;’ men, to-

whom the royal authority is no longer fgrmldablq who un@rﬁlnﬂ nolh’ g-l\' he-

“ operations of a ive afiembly, and who have conceived exa d hopes of it,

“ fhould pafs from that civil equality cﬂlbllﬂlgﬂby the laws, to the abfolute  equality of
s property ; from the hatred of rank, totﬁbﬂld?fpow, and left they fhould maffa-
# cre the magiftrates as uhayhn%ﬁ Tacrec tbonob!eﬂ ?hu people re "-, jive ) 'trntlu,

“ and not abftra@ propofitions; and, on lon it

« ty fhould be prefented to them with caution and b; degms. a!food lr‘hen to acrew
“ who, having oonfumed‘thit Mgﬁom dm; a long voyage, are redace to the laft
“ extremity. LaRly, do ot forget, deputies of France, that if Kinge effcét their own.
* ruin by an exorbitant love of | wer, legiflati "- ) re y tuined by an.
o lnurdmte hﬁrc of mnovatm -‘ . . '

s ch wliy mww tbe potgpig ' M- surely culative ‘hﬁﬂh |

“ make an ill ufe of them, are the very perfons sﬁu % vl‘éllacq *m t!ieﬂu-
% yourfelves ;. mdtho&whohgvenbtbua toﬁnd:hupmtlurmm%will
“ never compMem. and will always n ill'ufe of them. Far from telling
“ the people that nature humadcallmqml,tellthen,onthecon Y, |

L}
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* has made them extremely unequal; that one man is born ftrong and mother weak ;
| « one found and'another infirm ; that all mnot’qu)ﬂﬂulful and vigilant; and that
<« the chef-d’muvre.of a well-regulated fociety is to render thofe equal by the laws
“#¢ whom naturehas rendered fo unequal in their means:  But lét them not be taught
¢ to infer from thence that cohditions are equil: youw know, you even.fec what
« calamities refult from that fdﬁ* idm-a' mmw am once prepoflefled
“w:tlﬂt"" , ; i >
14 i
It has been well obferved, that the deehnﬂonof nghc. ebnﬁdued as a eampoﬁtuon.
bears evident marks of hafte; and is by no means a regular and’ homogeneous work.
Sometimes it announces rights; ‘again it preferibes reftraints 1 here it anticipates the ob<
jeéts of legiflation ; and tmmm an attack againft defpotifin, which it could mov
confiftently fuppofe to exift :~Mirabeau's-obfervation on the fubje@ has, probably, not
lefs truth than wit in it: he faid, “hwﬂ@ﬁmue&erpupﬂe tlnn lhu ofapo-f
“ litical t!mmack!br&ew ywr" |

Durlng the dabm{ on ﬂﬂi declaration, w nch la&ed till the latter end of Augul't, the
people of Franche-Comté had formed a refolution to maflacre all the nobility, and the
feftival of Saint Bartholomew—-a day already figmatized by the maffacre of the Hugo-
nots—was fixed on for the execution of thu horrid defign. The difcharge of four
mufquets was the deftined fignal of aﬂ'aﬁnmon; but the man who had been appointed
to fire them, bein farprisdmrehe had time to aifdliar;e the fourth, confefled the
plot, and fix of th eade: tﬁree{ of whom were fold]eri, and three citizens, were
feized and e:ecuw *t_ the fame period, fire and l‘worﬂ' were employed in other pro-
vinces, to eﬂoﬂ; n the neblllty aﬁenummt% of their titles: they were afked,

whether they were. eater noblemen than ihe_ T wﬁo had declared for the Third
Eflate? Thole who were emrl ed 1h btmﬁﬁ ' thc t'leme&l’ f#t reported that they
had received injunétion: ‘ﬁ n}: tandit t “e‘ g eekﬂépﬁon of‘tltb pa
ladeof'?é' e '

"*- ..‘.i;‘: . hﬁ.l .l .-'-\._,-._4 % 4 -.1‘ Loy TR 77 L A N T T i i J
ﬁdﬁmcmﬂco'fh mm‘ingl the Affembly was divided inte a riumber
*ol' fe&i::shhtm%,‘_ ..;3”}“ q‘h‘ldl was aﬁgﬂd fome hwc:ﬁed part of ‘the niew
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conftitution, on which: iumrwginﬁu mw advice in'a report, which then be~
 came a fubjet of general difeuffion. -But, Wﬁlﬂed, as we before rdlﬁmd. to begie

ab ovo, after laying the foundation, they proceeded with the fupe ywhen a quef~
tion-arofe, which' ferved to create a greater divifion of opinion, and a greater agitation
" in the minds ‘of men, than'any other: it was this—~What fhare of ty the king

ought to poflefs in the new legiflature ~~=This queftion operated like a touchitone. In
other matters, the different orders and parties were conftantly divided among themfelves ;
but now every man was under aneceflity of avowing and fupporting his principles, or of
giving them-up for ever, What had never happened before,, tmmMm his
righthand and on his left, the whole Affembly arranged intwo grand hoftile divifions, and
thefe fo nearly poifed in point of number, that the MWWM not de= -
termine on which fide tlmadmkﬁahw lie. mﬂﬂ d fought on
both fides, fo often ‘renewed, and fo long continued; and the fubject o ¢ fo induf-
trioufly fpread and univerfally known, that the whole nation bmc mnq in the con-
teft, and the didfention and agitation were not lefs among the pegple at Jarge, than it was
within the walls of the Aflembly.—Iliacos intrd muros peceatur. et extra—~All the paffions
which had -hithesto been in, fi e -fmmh ow forth with greater force
from their geftraint, and mmy%m from w.c:t%tu:ﬂﬁ :,4 in all the ardour of
youth. Rabaut acknowiedges. that qvery debate in the Aﬁ"aqﬂy gr.p Now p qmnel"
and the heat and molenpe mthout were‘huli grcatm ";»:;}_ 3 COCRD MATARON

On the one fide were ara gfd. 2 u;ﬁ ek inflance, thofe who had, at all times, Eorie
.ﬁdc;cd the foverei l!l a8 ! the I"‘ tfnucmﬂator- 'lﬂl l’hﬂfﬂ M*ﬂ fecoﬂﬂ
dcfcnptaon of pe om, wlgca q’lﬂmt cW&Bﬁ _m_tq t!lli ,_ ring - -
habit or oplmon, attiﬂbﬁdﬁ MIF*I}’; and who were ﬁﬂdﬂ! with drea ar
the fudden torrent of' répu ____ml'm \lf'hleh nmk v ly overfpre
thefe were tobe d the fo
petfon of the Qltp_ﬁ; ind th
found itfelf bound at all eve of monarchical goverament.  E
conflituted the great force on that fide was the new -mﬁou of the nob ity 1
who, though reduced in ) power, yere-&all;;efpe&able.ﬂ ﬂol formidable, from thei
her, s well as from the pomnp'-f f i _. ey Wil o
become fenﬁl?lenof the bal"efnl ffelts of theie .*- 1 “'
of hears, upon ﬂw mannerin wluch bonhﬁal'd&!l had: bec
mous, and led blindly to play their own game. m, hei
now that nothing lefs tham their final ruin w.
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tln:utbu &lle.‘ mwclofer ;ﬁd ﬁm:nnmvy and muclr meﬁcered and com-. -
-mandod,was he whole body ¢ ol _hnutthehngdommhq.nomatb&mdmg
the;mwaﬂe'dthﬁmh*mwmm were formed, and m diftances by which
the parts were feparated, ‘were fo mhutely conneéted, and their. comfpoudeuce and
union fo perfa&ly(ﬂ&abh&d. that their general movements difplayed the facd]gy D‘s:ch
might mgmwmmom fingle individual, . With thefe were no
fmall number of men, who ftood in the very fingular predicament, that though they. join-
ed the republicans.in-every thing, they were notwithitanding attached to fome’ undefined
or unlﬂcﬁ-f” nmﬁmlagm unable themfelyes to decide what that fhonld
be ; thefe, having no other, principle.of union or action than one common fear, that the
crown might recoyer its former preponderance and power, could fee no other evil or
danger whatever; but that was, {o ftrongly imprefled on their mnndl. that it fcemed dxf-
ficult to affign what degree of humiliation or weaknefs it could be reduced to, which
would prove fufficient to remove their mmhenﬁm Undsr thig impreflion, althongh '
they were direély .Mm& to republicanifm in principle, their conduét produced the
fame, effeét as lfw been the warmelt and moft determined zealots in the caule ;
nor were they awakened from this delufion till the bnﬁncfs was over, when their opi=
nion and altion were as nfelcfs as their rcpentancc .

¢ g A R S o BrSaplai 3 n '

But that gmtw .'rhmh amrnled all others nn. lho ldngdm. that tm:bulcnt T
metropolis, which contained within its wall a numerous nation of its own, was not
only fufficient to tnm.iﬂt abfnluulwdm&ndethc mamgomnt of, the fcale in all cafes
as it liked. Paris, therefore, little needed the aid - of its provincial affiftants, fuch as -
Rennes in Brittany, which maintained a clofe. and mgmmmnce with the pa-_
tiiotic party &ﬁwdka'), Dinant, and favqul other of the more confiderable citics

and towns, which, having imbibed the fame. xepublican nhu, were, tltdugb mfemr ng.,-

ﬁrcagxh.,ﬁamd.ylaﬁmbulaﬂnmufmm QAT T
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ior 'lvlm:hwe nfc’to the lonpﬁnld moﬂmoknt dsfcaﬁu)s. hoth within
e - tbat. relative to the king’s wete or negative upon the

th-‘lmha dlﬁqmnce hplwun the two parties—

! vincive

e -
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vincive mt‘onuo prove that this mhﬂufnw crown was indifpenfably. neceffary to /
the public intereft, in order to preferve a check upon the tumulivary nature of public/
afferablies, and to prevent their pafling, not only without due confideration, but \m |
the.influence perhaps of the moft fudden and outrageous paflions, laws, which, froin -
theirablurdity, their iniquity, or impolicy, might draw on national di public in~
julkice, or even forcign danger; on the. other fide, the retaining of this power in the
hands of the king, would, it was reprefented, ‘prove the means of overthrowing every
thing that had yet been done for the liberty and good of the people; that by this nega-
tive, without affigning any reafon or motive for MM@G*&M thofe
meafures which were of the highgft utilityito the people, to favour the intrigues
of his court, or the machinations of his minifters; ﬂm,.,hy impeding or arrefting -
the operations of the Affembly, the great work mﬁw w‘h\mtmmv fo
confidently expeéted, would be rendered impra&icable, and all their hopes fraftrated ;

~that if the ill effe@s of this. daquompowdhwmdmdy ke place, they would
not be the lefs certain, when the proper feafon arrived: for their. ion ; that when
the prefent vigilanee of the people and their reprefentatives was relaxed;
to lull theminto a fatal fecurity, then the king might fuddenly, at his pleafure, inflict a.
paralytic {troke upon the legiflative body, which would difable and render it totally ufe-
lefs; and that, in fadt, this veto was 3 w-fa&hng inftrument of tyranny, and the moft
odious and dangerous relick of ancient ddpoﬁfhﬂich*mﬂ poﬁﬂy bo rctaioed,.

Such were the general arguments employd atthe onﬁfetnf lhzhllﬁm but when
the different queftions on this fubje€ were framed into a regular fhape, the debates be-
came more pointed and particular. A confiderable numberof deputies, however, be-
lieving they had no right to eftablifh for their conftituents a different conftitution from
that which thofe conftituents had ‘demanded, defired that thofe parts of their ﬂﬁ'n&iom-
which related to this fubjeé might be read. But the very fame perfons who had infift-
ed that their inftructions compe/led them to- up& the Joan, now maintained that they
were totally null in all conftitutional queftions*! Mirabeau, who, on the feventh of-
Auguft, had faid, that if the Afflembly Mtbo--pnﬁa for a loan, they would gain
neither oredit nor confidencey becaufe quid aél in uﬁrcMni uﬁuf caonylituents ; h-
caufe they would wiolate ﬁmm oblerved, wwmm nember
as thought themfelves obliged to agree with their ¢ “their man-
dates on conftitutional qudhon. alghl mmw to the Affembly, mw

mln“‘g dmclﬂ& ‘ . ‘ i t‘ .'\-'I'._' wiirg - 1’”"“%““”,}'-“*:‘6 B
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The queftions that nownm.awsemm with l'egatﬂ tothcm mm
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ylellieurs Mouﬁaf, L mm, Treﬂ!lrﬂ, d’Enmgun,‘M'uabeau, and the duke
¢ Liancourt,” were the moft ftrensous advocates in favour of an abfolite vero. Two
powers, they obferved, wereneceffary to the exiftence of the body politic—the power of.
willing, and the power of a&ing. By the firft, a focicty cltablifhed the rules of its own:
condu@®, the end of which wanhe welfare of the whole. By MTUM ﬂleﬁ rulcs.
were carried into execution, and the public*force was calculated to enfare the triu
of focicty over all obftacles which might arife to fuch execution from the oppofition of
individuals. = Both of thefe powers, they faid, were equally neceffary, and equally dear' .
to the nation : if on the one hand the fupport of public freedom'required that tho,f!glf-
Jative body fhould be fecured from the atracks of the executive power, it was not lefs
neceffary, on the other, that the latter fhould be invariably fupplied with the means of
proteétion againft the jnvafions of the former®' : which means could enly.exift in the
right of the fupreme chief of the nation to examine the aéts of the legsﬂttwe power,
and to refufe to endow them with the i'au:ml chm&cr of laws,

If the whole colleive body of l:he Pgoplc werz gapable of etpreﬁng theu will in:
dire& terms, it would be abfard to fuppofe that that will fhould be fubjeted to a royal
fan&ion; but in a ftate where, by the nature of things, they were forced to entruft their
powers to WaﬁmmwmchﬁmmMcmmdfoane
and fitnation, xmmmm.m and merit, fuch a prerogative was abfolutely ne-
ceflary to be vefted in the monarch, in order that he might counteraét that fpecies of
ariftocracy, which, inceffantly tending to the aequifition of a legal confiftency, would be-
come equally hoftile to the prince, whom it would endeavour to equal in power, and to-
the people, whom it would attempt to keep in a ftate of fubjeétion: hence that natural -
and neceffary alliance againft every fpecies of ariftocracy between the prince and the
people, which was founded on an uniformity of interefis and of fears, urging them to.
nhcmnmoi Mﬁu%ﬂmm ﬁllsﬁnim'and nmform.
K&nkmqmdmhdofm veto on- sl the: pwpoﬁmmof law. thn :mght
fubmitted to him by the National y, was it not erltentl!poﬁbk.ﬂwylﬁwd,.
that, from a fatal error, or a criminal ‘of ambitious or unenlightened reprefen-
mumum to execute a will contrary fo the gmehl'wﬂh and even to
cuplmtq: puﬂhé fommﬁﬂ:e mtionitfelﬂ

_,.‘“'_.

u*smm W ,,—mumw«hmwammmmmnmonm
“ legiflstive body, the latter will be defpotic; for as in that cafe it will bave the ability to alfume all pofiible
# authority, it will _ ﬂhﬂm‘*—m’»mm liv. i, chap. 6,

Bgain,
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Again, if theprlnqahad no weto, nhacmidm_ he reprelentatives from p 7
ing, from perpetuating their own auth mnd fubverti litic: _,m,p.thg ;hn;
parliament formerly did in England? Wbﬂ: ‘could- prevent them from i '
grees, all the funé&ions of the executive power ; from uniting in their own pcrfam h
powers of the ftate ; from renderitig the royal authority the paflive inftrument of the.,
capncc ; and from re-plnngmg thc peoplg mto a ftate of flavery?

T, VN TP, ey

It was urged, that there were oql; tam) eqfq in -whu:h dmn*m could ba fqppofcd
to refufe his affent :—=Firft, where he coneeives the law in queltion to be prejudicial to
the interefis of the nation mr,..fpondly, where deceived by his. mmﬂqu, he is induced
to refift a law which isinjurious to their perfonal interefts.—1In the firft cafe, the refufal
would certainly be productive of good to the ftate ; in the fecopcl, the cffet of the law
would only be fulpended ; for it would be impoffible that the Iung fhould refift the
known .qnﬂm of the nation; and his vero, however abfolute, would, in fact, only ope-
rate as.an appeal from the leglﬂature to the people at large: the lpgaﬂltwc body would
alfo have awztuﬁﬁ.;ble check upon the improper ufe of the prerogative, in their ability
to withhold the fupplies, or refufe the neocﬂ'lry military eftablifhmeat for the defence of
-theﬁm.-,.‘._ o 4 ..f_

1

e o

Tho myal um mll’ thercfore,. ,&m mmed. fuﬁclemly lnmted, in ’omt of
JSaét, though the moft ferious confequences would arife, were it equally limited by
law : to affign a period 1o the effalt of the weto, would be to compel the chief of the

~exccutive power to contract a folemn engagement to enforce the execution of a law
which he difapproved ; it would be.giving him only a degraded authority, forming a
glaring contraft with the extenfive power with which the public intereft imperatively
required he {hould be vefted ; it would be to engage him to adopt with indifference laws
that would be pujndmal to the people alone ; it would be to.arm him, in defence of his
prerogative, againft the lepﬂatwa body, by means of an m('uru&ow. which he would
be able to juftify by the moft plauﬁve pretences, and which would eyer find numerous
partizans ; whereas, if the power to exert an abfolute mmm illegal and vio-
Jent refiftance, being ufelefs to the prince, would never be cnplw, without exciting
that difguft and alarm, whichaoﬂuk!W!d 'ﬂhi_ anite er.to. tbe ‘minifters,
- and even. :o,l:he king bimfelf. =~ ORI e e P

-.' .',"_"!"l
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| It wnsobfendthntheempleof.hmwhym neans applicab to the fitua-
tion of France: thatthe refpetive governors of the United ‘States fhould only have a
- fuafpenfive veto, mlght be proper ; it was a regulatiol ‘ﬂhﬁmgln be adapted to their parti-
- cular pafition ; the authority of thefe govaneu was temporary ; thqlﬁ. one imh

the other, about two hundred and thirty z}piﬁn‘ fons to govern; M}: prerogati
ftood i no need of a vigorous fnppoi‘h ‘s many prote&ors as thm were
citizens
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citizens who hoped to fucceed to the government: but, to infer from thence ﬂm ﬂ:e
\ fame kind of veto was fufficient for an hereditary monarch, for a king who had fix-and~

\twenty millionsof fubjecs to govern, whofe prerogative was a pperpetual ohjedt of envy,
required the moft a&ive exercife—it was an inference that could not but excite

the greateft aftonifhment®, ‘

It would be poffible, they infifted, to prove that to difpute whether the wero of the
king fhould be abfolute or fufpenfive, was tantamount to a difcuflion of this qudhon- :
whether or not there fhould be any king in France? but the nation had declared its
will, that there fhould be a king ; and the freedom of the nation required a king, re-
quired that he fhould be vefted with regal prerogatives, and required that he M.ld hau ‘
an unhmted fanétion. -

Mirabeau, after fupporting, in onc of the Beﬁ fpeeehe&he ever made, the abfolute
weto of the king, with infinite energy, declared—Zhat it would be better, to live at Conw

Santinople than in France, if laws could be made without the voyal fanétion ™,

M. Mounier obferved, that the moft glorious fun&ions of fovereignty were thofe of
the legiflative body ; that if the monarch did not conftitute an integral part of that
body ; if he had no influence in the eftablifhment of laws, he would be reduced to the
capacity of a mere magifirate, fubject to its orders, or of ‘a general of its armies ; the go-
vernment would no longer be a monarchy, butsa republic, and the royal authority would
no longer be refpeéted by the people, becaufe it would no longer contribute to the pro-
mulgation of good and falutary laws: that the laws fhould invariably be the refult of
a concurrence between thofe for whom they are made, and him by whom they are to be
executed : that the head of a monarehy fhould never be feparated from a legillution by
whofe decrees he was to govern: in fhort, that it was in.the natureof things, that the
general will of a nation fhould confift of the will of the king, combined with the will
of the national reprefentatives ; fince, if that will were formeds without the coucur-
zence of the firlt citizen, it would no longer be the general will.

The abbé Sicyes remarked, that there was an idensity between the king and the nation,
How then, it was afked, could the king be feparated from the natjon ? Confidered as its
principal nprefeﬂpxive, -has he not the fame chun with thc reprefentative body, to a

- ‘: y ;'. . wm&uma:,sg,p gB,erﬁ.;m {
?mwvﬂihm&dﬂunhn le Comte de Lally-Tolendal, p.1 35, 136.~But it is curious to
‘obferve, that at the very time when Mirabeau fo ably defended the weto of the king, his emiffaries in Paris were
inftruéted to perfuade the people that he oppofed it to the utmoft of his power ; and, to fupport the delufion, he
“quﬂMMMmﬁcmwhhmﬁmmnppmmarmrduunﬁs:. A
A right
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nglﬂ‘ d!ﬂﬂuﬂp&hng in the formation of Jaws? 3£ he be alfo unﬁdel‘ad ‘as the head of -
the nation, and #ot reprefented by any of its delegates, is it not clear; that as he does not '
exercife hisright mediately in the Affembly, he.ought to exercile it immediately #~—that wt\é
ﬁi',“ﬁhnt his particular will ought to be joined:to the general will of the other reprefen-

" tatives of the nation, in order to rendér the Jaw complete, without wbtch what is de- -

7 ﬁned to be the wnl! of all, would not be his, and therefore would not be law. -

'On the other fide, it was contended, that ‘Thowever emment hmur ¢mnﬁve,the~ |
'royal prerogative ought to'be, it was impoffible to find any thing in the nature of ‘the
~ king's authority that could make him an integral part of the law : the fovereign, that is -
to fuy the people, keep in their own hands all that portion of power which they are .
able to exercife, and only delegate what they are unable to exercife ; they delegate the
executwe power which is eﬂ'cnt:ally tranfmiffible, and which, in a vaft country, contain-
ing an immenfe population, thdycanally exercife by confiding it, in its utmoft pleni-
tudé, to the hands of an individual ; they referve to themfelves the true power, the le- -
giflative power, which they do not delegate, hmnfctlny can ahn]umrcafe it, tbrough
the mcd"umvf theu' rcprcfentat:vaa. |

g j : Bk T ¥ B .

Tt was mmmlned. that the affertion, that the kmg was a continnal reprefentative of the
nation, was a falfe affertion: the union of the two ideas implied a contradition, for |
every feprefentative is revocable, and, if he bemot revocable, he is no reprefentative;;
how then’ ¢ould the right of reprefenting the nation be hereditary? By accumulating
contrndiﬁurf"tltleﬂ on the head of the king, it was faid, thofe titles would be weakened;
and his lawful authority be endangered; he could not at once &chief-andireprefgbmf-_;
tive, legiflator and executar; for if 'he were a reprefentative he was not chief; and if he'
were a chief he was, no reprefentative; if he were legiflator he ought not to be execu=-,
tor, becanfe the union .of thefe two powers was incompatible with all prmevp!dmof '
government ; and if he were executor he could not be a reprefentative, becaufe it was:
repuguant to commmfeﬁ[c that-a manmy lhould exacute the hwmmhu made.

- It wasinfifted, that the legiflative power was eﬁ'énmlly one, amltmgh’t tofn cxerc:fed
| wholly by all, of in the name of all: it oﬁgﬁt.-ﬂmnhe, always to be republican, even
when the executive power; or the government, was-monarchical : ﬂumly difference
~which diftinguifhed a chief from a mafter, and a monarch fiom a defpot, was that the -
‘ehizf and the monarch directed their private will by the genenl will, whereas the mafter
-andthe defpot wifhed to fubjeét the mn of all to their own will: the chief of the French
would be, therefore, converted into their mafter, and the monarch i into a dcl'pot if the
iitervention of his per/fonal will were permitted, in order to fop, mnihalm,pr m fnﬁ- Ay
pend, the m}l of the nation, as txp;eﬂ‘ed by its :eptefmmxus | |
The

-
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Tha fame party-ftrenvoufly urged, that the right of prevention was fynommmq;&h

“the right of formation; that it was that alone which conftituted thé majority of the Na-
onal Affembly, whofe right of formation would not be difputed: when a motion was
}znly {upported by the minority, the majority exprefled the national will by rejefling it ;
it exercifed its leg;{htwe power exempt from all fimitation: but the right of prevention,
-lodged in the hands of the execdtive power, would be i,nﬁaitelry more arbitrary; for the

. majority of the legiflative body only ftop the will of the momnarchy, whereas the go-
., vernment would ftop the will of the majority itfelf, that is, the national will, which
-mothing ought to ftop ; and the wets, in fuch hands, would become a Lettre de: Cmbﬂ

agam& the fnprem will of the nation, . T | T 0

Thc fuﬂpcnﬁvc vm. or appeal to the nation, thcy {aid, would be ;ttended 'mth wo‘nfe
confequences than even the abfolute were; it would change the very natare of the go-
vernment, and fubftitute a pure democracy in the place of a reprefentative government :
France neither was nor could be & dmmmﬂ fix-and-twenty millions of men, of whom
nine-tenths were deftitute of inftru®ion, and reduced by the preffure of want to -mere
‘working-machines (machines de travail) could not diretly concur in the formation of
Jaws; difperfed over a furface of five-and-twenty thoufand fquare leagues, they could
not poﬁbly unite in one affembly ; it was, thercfore, neceflary, for the general utility,
that they fhould a@ by reprefentatives, who were much more capable than themfelves
of underftanding the true intereft of the community, and of \interpreting their own will
on that fubje®. The appeal to the people would ‘refer the legiflative power frem
the reprefentative body to the nation itfelf, that is to {ay, to two or three hundred legif-
“latures, in which, in the prefent ftate of things, neither deliberation nor difcufBion could
‘take place: it would create a breach between the nation and ber reprefcntatives, her
monarch and berfelf; the profcription of the royal veto was, fore, as effential to the
fecurity of the king as to the freedom of the people. But, it was pretended, they ob-

ferved, that the legiflative power mighit one day encroach upen the exccutive power ;
af it were an eafly matter for a power deflitute of arms to {fubvert a power that was nau-

- ftantly armed ¢ as ‘if an affembly of twelve hundred men, always rivals in influence,
-even when they could not be I'ﬁlh in ability, and-invefted, for a very fhott timn:, with
a portion of the national mhonty, but without any perfonal power, could find fufficient
“means to concert and exccute, in a fmall number ‘of years, plans-of invafion againft -the
~perpetual and hemﬂ'mﬁ depofitory of the public force. Confult h:!lorr—fad they—
amd you mil invariably find the ‘reprefentatives of the people inceflantly employed in
reﬁmtung the executive power, and never in ufurping it : the lmlg_ parliament itfelf has
been mjg_ﬂlyiaccnﬁd of the violences of Fairfax, and the crimes of Ciromwell, 'If it
» d its power too long, tlie reafon is that the conflitution of England bas never pro-
 ¢elled nor Wﬁc conflituting power of the peaple; that the law there gives to the prince

the. ﬂ&ﬁtrd rfgblj ﬁilvmg'm wm at Bis pleafure, and that fatal RoYAL VETO
\ Zz = _ which
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rarzf 7 the bivod of” the E»gh_/b to ﬂbw in the fdd' gf bawk, &‘m’ rm v/ ﬁur !mg to &r Soed
pan the ﬁquh’“— ¥ ! _ - e ; Z

t |
Ir is nm--purﬂned tlmfe oppo'ﬁ:rs of the roy'a} prcrogitwe—-—m theﬂcftcme rcfmrM
of Mifbanding tlic army, and refufinfy the fupplies, that abarrier {fhould be fought for. *
‘againfl the ambition of monarchs: the confequence that would refult from thefe violent
tneafure-s would prove more fatal to the people than to the king. It is to be found in the
conftitution itfelf, in your prudence in arming him only with fuch a degree of power as
is neceflary for the fupport of the laws, and of the public tranquillity. A perma-
nent affembly can never fecure us againfl the effects of a vera, which may alfo be per-
manent tlelf. Doubtlefs a good king will always comply with the wifhes of the na-.
tion ; but a violent and obftinate monarch will expofe, if it be ncceﬁ'ary, both his crown
and his life, in defenee of his preroganve

If you are to look for acheck upon the unpetuom movements of a very numerous
legiflative aﬁi.mbly,nm:ed in one chamber, you muft not expeét to find it in the royel
weto : when the evil is in the Affembly, the remedy muft not be fought for out of the
Affembly: when a {kilful mechanic wifhes to give a regular motion to the wheels of his
machine, he fixes the regulator.in the machine itfolf, Bur the weto will not de'in the
legiflative affembly, but out of it; it will not temper the violence of debate; and it will

dcfponcally annihilate all dchberatc decifions, ay well as thofe which are ndapted muh
- precipitation. . | | )

lt is flill lefs to be Iooked for in infurreétions; a frequent repeti-tim of thofe violent
fhocks would cffeét the diffolution of the body politic; but it isin the feparation of
powers; the frequent geof the members of the National Affembly ; in the frequent
exercile of the conftituting power of the people, that you will be able to fix a Tampart

that will alike refift the audacity of defpou. .ml the ﬂmous fpim qupmet
who are uaworthy of their auguft fun&ions, - L |

Such were the atgumentndduad lby Meﬁeum Garat junior, ja L;n&mg,&ﬂu. Bcan-
mietz, and others, in oppofition to the royal negative, and in mplwmﬂhndafendedthat
prerogative of the crown. There was only. onc point in which.the two parties appeared
to agree, and that was, in the rege&mef the fufpenfive vera; but though this feemed to
p,pclude an hope. of accominodation, t.he m&u party, M;h ftrength of their

Mmgnﬁimmnubmaydbym mamfmwmm wﬂmm&squrm
 sendency and offects, can only be.cqualled by their prefmption; they feldoni, indeed, quote hiftory but to mifre=
prefent or pervert the facts to which they allude; and their genernl obfervations, as wcllutlﬁwhnlsmd
MWPMMNhMWdWMdMMwMﬁ
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opponente greater than they had empe&ud, affefted to give way, inia certain drgr-u, and, ]

by this femblance of moderation, brought over to their fide fome of thofe indecifive cha-

“¥a&ers, who are apt to think themfelves at liberty to relax in their principles on politi-

M1 points that involye the welfare of 3 ftate, with the fame fmlﬁy a8 if their own per-

“fonal intereft were only at ftake ; and thus, in ordér to promote a temporary and evanel~
cent peace and harmony. lay the bafis of permanent dtfoold,- nd lﬁﬂbg (h%uaom-

\H]. . X U

The fame perfont then who hnd ﬁfamouﬂ y oppofed tho W»‘w!mher :bfoﬁe or fuf-»
penfive, now acknowledged, that to deprive the fupreinc depofitory of the executive -
power of the latter prerogative would be attended with danger to the ftate, though to
entruft him with the former would be fiill more dangerous; that the decifions'of repre-
fentatives, who are not infallible, may fometimes be repugnant to the decifions of the
nation itfelf, in which cafe it was the undoubted right, as it was alfo the intereft, of the
latter, to provide fuch a counterpoife as would prevent the form&onqpmﬁtiug by the
“ina@ivity or inattention of the people, to attack their rights, or fubvert, their freedom.
They faid, it would be dangerous to admit the monarch to a participation of the hﬁlﬁu-
tive power; but that the fulpenfion of a law was not the a& of a legiflator, ‘concurring
in its formation ; it wasonly an intervention of the fuprem magiftrate for mudtng |
the fanltion of tdecrec. . q S BB i

The app‘eal. to the p_e'oprc, faid they, is both impolitic and uncon-mmiom. Ina
country which is not a democracy, and France tan never be one, the people can neither
fpeak por a&l but by their reprefentatives : an appea.l therefore could only be made from
the nation to itfelf, andmti'm the reprefentatives to their conflituents, fince thefe laft

can only make themfclves heard through the ‘deputies. , All France, by adopt-
ing a reprefentative government, has profcnbld thefe mandates, which would change the
Jegiflative affembly into a troop of wote carriers and political couriers®" The National
Aficmbly ought, doubtlefs, to be eternal; but its members fhould be frequently changed.
Suppofing then, that the fame deputies fhould be entrufted, for two or three years, with
_the powers of the nation, what inconvenicnee could refult from the right of the mo-
narch to fufpend the promulgation of laws which he fhould deem hoftile to the welfare
of the ftate during a given number of fucceffive leglﬂamret, the penod being ﬁxer.l at
Mu ufufal wouhi eeaﬁ to operate ?

I)adm lbey-mrfne&,’ thlﬁi‘yenﬁre weto, ON the cﬂtu'nry "!llll to eiem a recipro=

: ﬂ‘lﬁi&u ﬂlld'mu furtheptrpoﬁ ofmulﬁagﬁ:oﬁmﬂm&iomwhsch the memibers had

ﬂ"wﬂﬂtlwby hgcnimalo(ldm make the adoption of a reprefentative government by their conftituents
h&u&ndmd : given fubfequent to Mdom;hrmmbhlddwﬁchofmmdruprmm
mmmmmu m!'r bi

'
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eal fpihtof emulation | between the king and the raprpfentaﬁva, whence mult 1mv:tably
refult the moft fignal advantages for the public caufe? Will not the deputics of m
m&me more cautious in prefenting for the royal fanétion fuch pnclpjtate 1
the king may refafe toadopt ; and, by fuch refufal, fecure the applaufe of the fati
_and will the monarch date to fufpend the éxecution of wile and ufeful laws, when a pe--
riod is affigned at which his will muft give way to the will of the nation ? It is impoffi-
ble that feveral fucceffive legiflatures fhould concur in confpiring againft the public in-
“teveft : it 'is impoffible thatthe prince fhould lnve any lawfil r;d'oq for rcﬁﬁmg the
“wgeneral will, fo manifefted.

And Jet it not be {aid'sthat this -'pnwcrof fufpenﬁon may be dangerous at a time when
the nation isemployed i creating a conflitution for iifelf, for the conftitution of a people
«can neyer be fubjected to the royal fanction ; notthat it is to be dreaded that the legifla-
tive body may invade the autherity of the prince, fince that authority wiil be defined by
the conftitutjon itfelf, which will be equally fecured againft the attacks of legiflators and
of kings; nor yet let it be. faid, that fuch a power would degrade the majefty of the

throne; for the majefty of the monarchmﬁ& not in the extent of his authority, but
“in that of his bencficence. It is defpotifm that degrades the feeptre, while the title of

fupreme executor of the laws ennobles and confecrates the dignity of the chief of
the nati.m |

The abﬁlme weto is mcompltlb'le with this fnndamcm! prmc: iple of Ovdy legnﬂ.lt:on
—the law is tbeuprﬁon of the general wili—and might precipitate the nation iuto the
‘moft abfurd defpotifm.  The refufal of fupplies, and the difbanding of the army, wmﬂd
light up the fire of difcord in the heart of the kingdom, would render it fncapaﬁe of ex-
ternal defence, and would yield it up an edy prey to the armsof its enemics. The
peal to the people would break the main fpring of government, and -mceﬂ'mﬂﬂ'enew :{-

prevalence of anarchy. The fifpenfive veto, that istte fay, an appeal from a pre‘fém Te-
giflature to a future one, <can alone fecure the rights of the nation and thofe of its ¢|’u¢f,

by placing in the centze of the political Mme—-’the Nauonl Aﬁbmbly—the regnh-
“tor whnch is to direct all its -mmmcdu" -

L : VRS e -n»’-';,.- ' 1A
Such were “the new argumenu -:pplled in mm’w ﬁe abfolute nagltwﬂ'f‘ﬁc
.crown; but it muft not be fuppofed that the difcuffions on this important queftion were
‘confined tothe Affenibly ; for though the popular leaders had broached the docrine, that
the people could neither fpeak nor ad but through their r@rg‘iumw::. the people of
. ‘Paris, and of varions other great towns, fpeedily convinced -them that chq both could
and. would fpeak and a&t for tbmﬁhw’. ‘I‘ba mhabmau of the capm,l, in pmeuhr.

“3% Hiftoire do la Revolution de 1789, tom, ui. p. 5 76. 7% 73, 79+
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gun their match®, when the vigorous interference of Bailly and La Fayette difconcerts

ﬂleirphm. and checked the tumult for the prefent, by ing, Saiat Huroge,
tot, and fomne of the molt vmlcnt mﬁrgam. to pri&n. _ \1,

“The day after this feditious pi-oeee&mg, hmver, two daputb were difpatched to”
Verfailles, from the Palais-Royal, to the count de Lally-Tolendal, whom the infurgents
«confidered as a good citizen. * We are the perfons,”—faid thefe deputies to the caunte=
« who, by accepting this muﬂion.” (the object of which was to communicate to the Na-
wional Affembly, through the means of, the count, the determination of the Palais Royal
“to admit of no royal negative) * have Jufpended the marchi of twenty thoufand armed
“ men, who have confcntcd to wait till they know the decifion of the Affembly, Paris
«¢ will have no VETO ; Jhe regards as traitors all thofe who wifh for a vivo; and jhe pu-
& wifhes all traitors.  Several of her deputies have already deferved that appellation ;
¢ they are about to be recalled; and as they will then be no longer inviolable, jufice
¢ fhall be dofle them.” To convince the count of the trath of their ammthey ac~
tually named feveral nmnben who had already been pa-offnbcd-"'

M. de Lally rephcd, with equal l'pmt and propriety, that the real traitors were thofe
who, filling the people with alarms‘alike falfe and unjuft, made them confider as their
enemies the very men who were, in fa&, their moft x.calou: defenders ; that, with re-
~gard to himfelf, whom they had juft called a good citizen, and who believed that he mne-
vited that title, he fhould think himfelf fortunate did he poffefs as much knowledge and
virtue as thofe members whom they had préferibed ; that Paris, before the d:ﬁribuwd her
hatred and her confidence, would do well to confult a little the former alions and whole
life of the petfons on whom fhe meant to beftow them ; that he confidered the royal
fan&ion as one of the firlt ramparts of national freedom ; that he had pafled the night
in labouring to defend it ; and that, if they would attend him to the National Aﬁntly.

they thould witnefs his efforts to fecure the tiiumph of thu fauaiw. mmmm
account that he meant to render of their miffion. e

They accordingly attended him thither, andhnd tllt mfhﬁcﬂl to ﬂd ﬂ'lat ho kept
his word with them; he arraigned in proper terms of feverity the daring prefumption of
the Parifians, and called upon the Affembly to knd foni in vindication of their own

freedom aud dignity; the prefident of the Affen : fame time, obferved that 4e
had received two letters written to the minifter of Paris, b the prefident of the com-

mamnmmmmtdmkme mfuéﬂ&iw‘” At firlt the indi 1@&0 ‘was
~ aniverfal ; at lealt, thofe who did not feel i;,obferwdaprofoun‘ﬁm Great ap-
plaufe wﬁeﬁomd on M. Mounier, who fhowed the conneétion W Mm

% Mémoire du Comte de Lally-Tolendal, p. 139 3 Idem, po 12y 1300
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In this &ateof things the minifters were intimidated, and the king, everanxious to
promote the general harmony at the expence of his own lawful authiority, was impru-
dently prevailed on to exprefs his affent to the {ulpenfive veto—a mealure ccrtamly inju-
dicious, as, by yielding to the encroaching fpirit of the popular party, he only paved the
way for new infringements and additional facrifices. It was, accordingly, determined, by
a mnjonty of the Affembly, that the king (hould have only a ufpcnﬁvc veto,

By the adoption of a fufpenfive and limitzd veto, the Aﬁ"cmbly, it has been contended,
aed in contradi@ion to the pofitive inftruttions of their conftituents ; in- contradi&tion
to themfelves ; in violation of the dignity of the throne, and even in oppofition to the
interc(t of the nation. |

T'he decree was contrary to their inftrutions ;—for while thefe admitted a participa-
tion and concurrence in the exercife of the legiflative power, the fufpenfive veto {fuppofed
that exercife td be undivided, and centered exclufively in the Aflembly,  The inftruc-
tions gave the king a pofitive co-operation in the legiflation ; whereas the wveto res
duced himto a negative faculty, which faculty was farther reduced to a fimple delay.
The inftro&tions acknowledged the abfolute neceffity of a free and voluntary fanction—
the limited veto confined the neceflity to a forced, an extorted fanction.

In the cabiers of the Third Eftate, it was obferved, ¢ That the legiflative power be.
« Jonging to the nation, ought to be exefcifed by its reprefentatives, conjointly with the
* king * ;=—that in future no law fhould be eftablifhed but by the States-general, with
¢ the coneurrence and authority of the king, and the confent of the nation ¥ :—that noe

“ thing fhould be deemed law in France but what had been pmpofcd by the States-
“ Generaly and fanétioned by the kmg 34, Sy &p.

The inflruétionsof the nobullty to theu' reprefentatives were flill more precife ;—~they
faid * That the king fhould be confidered as an ¢ffential part of the legiflative power ;
“ {o that no law could have exiftence without his confent * :—that the refpeét due to
‘“ his majefly required that the laws fhould originate with the Stfates-General, to be
“ fan&inned or rejected by the king, who thould not be obliged, in any inftance what-
¢ ever, to explain the motives of his.rejeétion ¥ :—and, that the king’s confent was ne-

4 ceffary to, render the laws complete and effelive 3.” &e.

The inftru&ions of the clergy coincided with thofe of the nobility and Third Eftate ;

3 Jaftruttions of the Commons of Rouen, Art.10. 33 o:m,ps. 3 Of Lyons, p.7. -
3 Of the nobles of‘r‘.vmn:,p.&. 38 Of the hundndd Paris, p. 3, 37 Of the city of Paris, p. 7.

they
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they iafifted that no national laws fhould be enaded and proclamcd w:thout the autbo~
rity of the kimg, and the free confent of the States General *.”

The decree was contradiftory to their own pringiples: for if the king had, as they
acknowledged, a right to fordid (wetare)y that right ought not to have been confined to
the power of fu/pending for a time; and if he could only fulpend for a time, it was no
longer a right, it was but a precarious conceflion, as eafily revok=d as limited ; it was not
a vets, it was but an appeal to a higher power, who might either confirm or annul it,
after a given time. There was a glaring contradi€tion in the terms, when they firft
fpecified an ‘efficacious impediment, and then deftroyed it by a limitation deftruétive of all
efficacy.

'

~

It violated the dignity of the throne ; for no degradation could be greater than that
of making the royal fanction the vain demonftration of a will fubjefted to difcuffions
incompatible with the pre-eminence of a monarch ; of allowing him only "an impotent
oppolition, fubordmate to the judgment of thofe who difputed the principle on which it
was founded ; and of leaving hym no other means of preferving his people from the ef-
feéks of laws, which fhould appear to him prejudicial to their welfare, than a vain at-
tempt, which, as the count de Mirabeau obferved, would only tend to excite a defire of
triumphing over it, and to produce an indecent {truggle between the throne and the re-
prefentatives of the people %% L

It was contrary to the intereft of the nation itfel—For, as the concurrence of the
chief or head of the nation, in the legiflative acls pafled by its delegates, would refleét an
honour on, and tend to confolidate, thofe aéls, fo would the want of that concurrence ex=
pofe the people to be deprived of the bencfit of laws, by citablifhing a dilcordance between
their formation and execution, Befides, nothing could be more fatal to public freedom
than the encroachments of the legiflative power, when, no longer flopped by any impe-
diment, no longer reftrained by any counterpoife, it might make the moft daring ate
tempts, and overleap the boundaries preferibed to it.

The embarrafliment created by a wifh to deltroy in reality what in appearance they-
were forced to maintaing and by being reduced to combat the fundamental maxims of
their new conftitution with abftrat ideas, was moft forcibly difplayed in many parts of
the debate on this important {ubjeé, and even in the decrees which followed thofe de-
bates. The flu€tuation of ideas the moft difcordant ; the fhock of opinions the moft op-

3% Inftruftions of the clergy of Lyons, p. 9. and of Auxerre, fol. 20.—All the inftruétions, either exprefily, or by
implication, tended to the eftablifhment of the fame principle.
3 De Calonne, de I'Etat deo la France, préfent et d venir, p, 151

pofite,
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pofite, and thofe {nceeﬂ'wc involut:om which made the enemies of the veto lofe ﬁght'
borh of the point from whence they fet out, and of the end and object of their difcul-
fions, infpired every cool and impartial obferver ‘with the moft ferious apprehenifions for
the fate of the monarchy. This principle was refpe€ed by the conftitutional commit-
tee *°, and was even confirmed, at a fabfequent period, by a conﬁleut‘tmal cfecrce—-l hat
no ac of the legiﬂatwe body fhould be mﬁdered as law, unlefl i: was fan&n&%ed by the
nlonmb .
§ PRy 4.1“ &4 :

Tu fanétion'a law is to render it obligatory, to give it that duzﬂst} which r;ruerl it
l'acmd and inviolable ; and fince no a& could have exiftence as law, unlefs ‘it had the
royal {ancion, it evidently followed that fuch fan@ion fhould be free and voluntary ;
otherwife, it would be a mere material form, not mhercnt in the eflernce of the aét,

which, confequently, ought not to have been placed in the lift of lhofe conditions whtch
wm»dwmedneceﬂ'arytomeetrﬂenceo&hellw" ik % o ._f !

Thofe; members who udheml to the two infepnrablc tfudn—i. 'I‘hat the legiflative
ad@ts, which ought always to be propofed, difcufied, and framed by the National Aflem-
bly, mld oot have the force of Jaws without the confent of the monarc'h j=and, 2, That
‘thé monarch being free to affent or diffent, was alfo at liberty to give or refufe his

fan&tion indefinitely j—thofe who maintained thefe principles, argued rationally, con-
ﬁﬂcntly, and in conformity with the maxims received in all monarchu:al gom'amenu. '

But thofe who, not being able to deny this neceffity of the royal fan&tion, wlmh the
Affembly itfelf had previoufly acknowledged, were yet anxious to render it effe@ual,
were extremely puzzled to fupport the hypothefis they advanced.  Prefled in different
and oppofite dircélions, by the natural confequences of the principle, and by the defire
to elude them, they appear to have endeavoured to divert the attention of the Affembly

from the principle itfelf, either by fophiftical applications of the uncontefied axiom, that

all power is derived from the nation, and by blindly reafoning vpon the monftrous irre-

gulaity of making the will of an individual predominate over the. will of the whole ; or

elfe, by entering into ufelefs and flenle difcuffions ontbeﬂiﬁlmm of famr. as if
they had nothmg to do hut.tamake thc¢ chaioe. R 7 f i\ .
Thofe w‘ho Vbted for an abfolntc A mdeﬁni& -vm wored. iﬁt were reh&d, the na-

tion would be without a king; while thofe who scjecled it ﬁdﬁmd: that if it were
granted. the nation wonld rcmam mthont l'h"?%b,nﬂ} m i |

= R il
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‘ue 'uais committee cunﬁmul of feven wmhﬂ. ol' eflie _n;_q.dq Lally-Tolendal, cmrmamﬁ;-
nkt, apd m«u ‘men of moderate piinciyles, mwmﬂwmm.
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had prevailed, and it was agreed to adopt a fufpenfive veto, a difficulty occurred as to a
legal mode of taking off the fufpenfion: by leaving it unlimited and undefined they
would fall into the pretended abufe of the abfolute weto, and only change the name; by
-making it depend on the judgment of the e/ementary aflemblics, and on the plurality of
future mandates, they would reduce it to an appealsto the people, diametrically oppofite
\lo the wifhes of the Affembly, very dangerous in its effeéts, and difficult to determine ;
and, by confining it to any gwen term, they would at once eftablifh and annul it, lofe
its utility, yet retain its inconveniences. To remedy this complication -of difficulties,
fon the members propofed to come to no decifion, asto the nature of the wero, but
0 I “the natere of things; while others advifed the total rejection of a reyal
oete, and, as afubfhtntc, the creation of a chamber of revifion, within the Affembly it~
felf, or of feveigl interior fections, for the purpofe of purifying and correcting all laws of
a doubtful complexion. This laft plan was fhewn,by M. Mounier, to be a [ubverfion of
the principles of the Affembly, by introducing the preponderance of a minority. All
thefe fchemes, indeed, were fucceflively confuted by each other; and it was remarked,
that each member was invariably right when he attacked the fyftem of others, wnd inva-
riably wrong when he attempted to fupport his own. A formal decree, however, was at
length adopted, which declared that the king fhould have the power to fufpend a decree,
during two legiflatures ; but that if the third affembly fhould perfift in it, it thould then
have the force of a law without the royal fan&ion.

But the introduétion of any kind of weto againit a pofitive law—that is to fay—againft
that decree to which the legiflative power had given the form of a law, would be the
greateft abufe that could poffibly fubfilt in a goverment, and is a monfter in politics.
The example of the weto of the Roman tribunes, or that of the liberum veto of the Poles,

only tend to .confirm this -truth ; fince they have ever been confidered as the fources of
infinite diforders.

But the Aflembly were led aftray in their difcuffions, by arguing upon falfe pres
mifes.  They fet out with the fuppofition that the king did hot participate in'the legiflas
tion in the fmalleft degree ; that the nation had not delegated to its chief the right of
concurrence in the formation of laws; and that a decree, which had been difcufled with-

~out him, in the aflembly of deputies, was already law, ‘when prefented for the roy4l

fan&ion ; from thence they proceeded, very abfurdly, to examine what fpecies of veto
fhould be granted to the monarch. Thofe who voted for giving him no veto, were the
only members who drew juft conclufions from fuch premifes; for if, when a law is el-
tablifhed, the king could impede its effec, his will would be fuperior to the laws; and
whcn tbe wilhdf sn mdiwduﬂ is fuperior ‘to'the law, the government is dcfpouc.

Blt the errolwhch -llllﬂd all the fpeakers on the vero, was that of having 'takcn for'
law what bad not yet become law ; of having difavowed the evident neceffity of the con-
g o curreuce
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currence of the chicf of the nation, in order to form.the will of the nation ; of having
loft fight of the inftructions of their conftituents, who had laid it down as a fandanien-
tal maxim—a maxim too confirmed by the Aflembly—-that no legiflative a&t was law ins
France without the royal fanétion, and, confequently, without theifree affent of

.

the king. .

A firiét attention to this conftitutional maxim would have folved all their diﬁculdes,{
and have releafed them from the embarraffinent in which they involved themfelves, by a
fophiftical attempt to reconcile principles that are, in fa&, irreconcilable,  Allgreat
truths are fimple in themielves, clear in their import, and ealy of conceptied. The
concurrence of the monarch in the legiflation throws afide and renders incflective. every
Kind of veto which is repugnant to the law, and deftroys its-force; '

The refufal of the firlt reprefentative of the nation to confirm ardecree difcufled by
the other national reprefentatives, could be no attack on the law, fince the law could
not exift withdut his confent, and that could not be called oppofition to the law which
was but the abfence of one of its clements, The limits which divide the legiflative
from the executive power would have remained untouched, fince it would not have:
been the executive power that wounld have co-operated in the formation of the law, but.
the fupreme delegate of the nation for‘the exercife of that power, in his quality of chief'
of the nation; a quality perfeélly diftinét from that of depofitary of the executive power
to which it was annexed. 2

It was from having confounded thofe two qualities; or rather from having only confi~-
dered the monarch as poflefled of the leaft valuable of the two, that they were led into-
two {uppofitions equally inadmiffible :=—one, that the king would- be fuperior to the law ;-
—the other, that: the national deputies would be fuperior to the king, and, again, into-
this alternative, that the will of an individual would predominate over the will of the-
whole, or that his will would alone be excluded from the general will. - Whereas both-
thefe extremes would have been avoided by acknowledging the king’s right; at firft to
co-operate in the funions of the legiflative power, and then his right to the exclufive
exercife of the executive power. In the firlt capacity, he would have participated in
the formation of the law; In the fecond, he would have been fubje& to the law
when formed,. _ | - .

In that cafe, there is-no degradation either of the law: or the king.. The law governs-
the monarch equally with all the other members of the body. politic; and when it is
orice poflefled of all the elements which conftitute its effence, it no longer admits of any
wetg.  The monarch obeys the law, but not until he has previoufly contributed to” its-
formation ; and his obedience, preceded by his confent, is but an honousable example:

, which -
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which he owes to his fubjefts; whereas, if his obedience were required, without that
previous confent, it would be an a& of fervility that would place him below his fub-
je&s; they are only fubjeéted to the law, becaufe it is the expreffion of their united
~ will; and the King would, in thit cafe, be fubjelt to a will forcign from his own, to
\}will in which he would have lefs part than the lalt of thofe citizens of which he is
the firlt*,

 Thwgdvocates for this doétrine, which has been malft ably and eloquently defended,
<confiller limitation of the royal/ weto as a mortal blow to the French monarchy.
That monarchy, they faid, muft be inevitably déftroyed if the monarch ceafed to form
an integral part of the legiflation ; if his fanétion were transformed into a vain and in-
fignificant formality. They maintained, therefore, that no Frenchmen, however friend-
ly to the principles of the Revolution, could, in juftice or confcience, abide by the de-
<ifion of the National Aflembly n this inftance. Thrée unanfwerable redfons, they
averred, fhould deter them from ‘fo doing.

The firft of thefe is founded on the inftruions of their conftituents, in which the na-
tion fo formally and imperatively declared that no law could exift in France without the
king's conferit, that it was not even permitted to advance an hypothefis, in which the con-
tinued refitfal of that confent would cedfe to operate as an impediment to its exiftence.

The fecond reafon is—that the people of France wifhed to be free ; that they ouglit
o rémain free ; and that the firft obje& of the new conftitution fhould have been the
feclmty of freedom ; whereas they wotld now ceafe ‘to be free, if thofe to whom they
delegated the legiflative power could exercife that power, in all poffible cafes, without
any reftraint whatever; if there were nothing to prevent them from encroaching on the
executive power, and if the royal prerogative had not a means of preferving itfelf from
wufurpations which would inevitably tend to its annihilation. The fanétion of the king is
the rampart of the public liberty—faid the count d’Entraigues—and the reprefentatives of
the people would foon become their tyrants, if the refufal of that fanétion fhould ever
<eafe to be abfolute. It is, without doubt, indifpenfably neceffary, for fecuring the con-
Rirution of arftate, to reflrain the executive power ; but it is ftill more neceflary to re-
ftrain the legillative. That fabverfion of the laws whichthe former can only effe& by
fucceffive fleps, and by a longer or fhotter train of enterprizes, the latter does in a mo-
ment. As its bare will can give being to the laws ; fo its bare ‘will can alfo annihi-
late them; and the legiflative power -can change the conftitution, as God created
thelight®. Jn order, therefore, to enfure fability to the conftitution of a flate, it is
abfolutely neceflary to impofe reftraints on the legiflative power. But thdt power can-

L

$2De Calonne, p. 140. et fequent, 43 De Lolme, chap. iil. “-On the Divifion of the Legiflative Powers.”

3Ba not
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not be reftrained except by the effe® of the royal fanction, and that fanftion cannot

have effet unlefs it be perfe@ly free. Its neceflity and its freedom then were pre
feribed by the. intereft of the nation ; the nation, therefore, were nght in making it, in
their inftrutions, a conflitutional principle, and to intimate it to their delegates, as.

C=

a

condition infeparable from the legiflative power which was confided to them. How then
could thofe delegates violate this condition, take advantage of the power they had rr//
ceived to deftroy its limits, and render themfelves defpotic, by removing that barrier

which had been ereted as an impediment to their attainment of delpotifin ?

o

The third reafon, alledged as-a motive for refofing obedience to the decreé, is the authe-
' rity of the Aflembly itfelf, and the fubmiffion which it hias required to the new: conftitu-

tion. If fuch of its own decrees, upon which it principally eftablifhed fts conftitution

al

bafis, are incompatible with thofe which declare, that when the king fhall refufe his af-
fent to a law, that refufal thall only be fufpenfive, and which fix the term of that ful-
penfion, obedience to the former muft certainly be preferred,.as well on account of their
priority, as of their conformity to the unanimous wifh of the people, as exprefled in

their inftru@ions to their deputies,. This incompatibility then is ftriking,

1. Itis declared, by the fixth artitle of the rights of man, that the law is the expreffions
of the gemeral will; and that all citizens have a right to coucur, either per/fonally, or by their

reprefentatives, in its formation,

The king, having no reprefentative in the Aflembly, ought, according to this article,
to have concurred per/onally in the formation. of the law:. this article, ‘then, had-pro--
nounced, before-hand,. the nullity of thofe pofterior decrees, by which it was decided.
that the law. might- be formed without the king's concurrence, and that he could only.
{ufpend its effets for a given time. According to thefe, the king was the only perfon ex=
cluded from a right belonging to every member of the community, and he was more.

[ dependent than any of them; for when a law had paffed, even fuch of the members of
the Affembly as .oppafed . it, were fuppofed to have confented to it: but this legal fiGtion
could not apply te the king, who ‘boing out of the Affembly, and having o reprefenta-
tive in it, did nat implicitly concur in the a&s which proceeded from thence. If, then,
he refufed to give his perfonal concurrence, he did not concur at all ; and his refufal was,
according to the terms of theabove article of the rights of man, a ndaalnmpqdlmau to.

the formation of the law.

1 -

2. By the fecond.article of the conftitution, it is declared—Zhat the Frmb ggvmm

is monarchical,

Nothing is more contrary to the proper and diftin&ive character of a mon&chlcal'go-
vernment, than to withhold from-the monarch all fhare in that by which the people are
. governed.,,



govemed. In that cafe the monarchs not the fupreme reprefentative of the nation, but
the forced agent of other reprefentatives; he is not a king, he is not even a_free man,
when. compelled to obey what he has not appmvcd 44, and obliged to execute what he

difapproves,

-

\ 3¢ A;ccmﬂlng to the ninth article—No o of the Ieg iflative power fhall be confidered as
law, unlefs it be fanétioned by the king.

Yet ing to the two fubfequent articles, an act of the legiflative body might be
law, without bemg fan@ioned, fince, after a given time, the refufal to f:méhon was ren«

dered meﬁ'c&q\

4. According to the tenth article "-7'3: king may refufe his confent to the afls of the
legiflative body.

But what particle of this liberty to refufe his confent remained, when it was convert- .
ed} in the firft inftance, into a fimple fufpenfion, and when, afterwards, that fufpenfion
was declared to be without c&'e& at a fixed period ! ?

- Did they not betray a contempt of that law which they had fworn to obferve, whc'l.
they decreed, on the one hand, that the royal anQion was. indifpenfably neceffary to all .
legiflative a&s ; and, at the fame time, on the other, that this fame fauction lhould be.
extorted, or that, after a certain delay, they might difpenfe with it ?_ !

From thefe premifes, this conclufion has been drawn—T hat the Aflembly ncither pofs
feffed the right of acting in contradiion to the will of their conftituents, nor the power
of deﬁroytnwhat, in conformity to that will, they had already decreed ; confequently,
that the deerees which reduced the monarch to a fufpenfive and limited veto were doubly
null ; and, finally, that the oaths of fidelity to the king and conflitution, fo repeatedly
adminiftered by the Aflembly, were fo many-abjurations of an erroncous {yftem, which .
equally violated the r-prero_gativc-of' the king, the rights of the nation, the liberty,

44 “If we are-free, although fubjeé® to the laws,”—{ays Rouffeau,~< {t is becaufe the laws are the regifters of .
¥ our will.”'«—Comtrar Social, p. 614 A law enforced in fpite of the fufpenfive vero, at the expiration of its term, |
mﬂmﬁiﬂy not have been the regifier of the king's will,  De Calonne, p. 349, note. .

4 m&wm&:ﬁm decreed, thoughmot formed into a regular code, previous to the
hﬂbﬂuu&omm of the nature of the royal fanftion, which did not take place till the fours
teenth of September, It was ufual with the Affembly; after one queftion was ftarted, to proceed with the
difoullion of anather, before. the firft was decided. :

of
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of the people. and the laws of the conftitution, promulgated and confirmed by the
Aflembly *°,

After the deputies haddecreed, that the National Aflembly fhould be permanent, withe

out fixing the meaning of the term 47, though it afterwards appeared that they only i
tended, that one affembly fhould mot be diffolved until the members of the mext werc/
ready to take their feats, they proceeded to the difcuffion of aqueftion of little lefs impors
tance than that swhich they had lately determined with regard to the royal negativex#chis
was, * Whether the National Aflembly fhould be compofed of one or two chefnbers?"
But, important as it was—for to us it appears that the very exiftence of the monarchy de-
pended, in a great degree, upon the decifion——it was deemed as trifling by the popular
party, or,at leaft, was fofettled a point between themfelves, that they had <he effrontery to
put this queftion—¢¢ Whether therc were any grounds for deliberation ¢” It was how-
ever decided in the affirmative; but ftill fuch diforder prevailed, and the democratical
{pirit burft forth with fuch violence, that the friends to the {cheme for the eftablifhment
of two chambers could with dificulty obtain a hearing ; and the prefident, the bifhop of
Langres, was fo grofsly infulted, that he refigned his poft, with the indignation of of-
fended virtue ¥,

The committec of the conftitution had already given their opinion upon the fulyo&,
by recommending a fenate, and a houfe of reprefentatives, each of which fhould
a negative upon the proceedings of the' other. Something of this kind, bearing fome
refemblance to the Britifh conftitution 4°, was, as we have before thewn, the favourite
fcheme with Lally-Tolendal, Clcrmoanonngrre, Mounier, and the other leaders of the
moderate party, who, equally zealous with the republicans for the eftablifhment of a
free government, confidered a limited monarchy, with a conftitution fo formed as that
the principal parts fhould operate as mutual and perpetual checks upon each other, as
affording the fairelt profpe&t for the attainment and permanence of that obje&.

45 De Calonne, p. 1¢0, 151, —Onﬂudsvlﬁmmthoqudﬁudthrqﬂmcmvmwb -n
for an unlimited fanétion was grofly infulted by the mob uthnpﬂlfy,mdsﬁﬂﬂ:rﬂmﬁ-thom
1ot & compliancé'with the wifhes of the democratic party.—Still, however, near four hundred members voted Tor
the unlimited were. * And it cannot be doubted”—fays M. de Lally—* that, but for the manccuvres of fome, and
“ the weaknefs of others, the royal {anétion would have triumphed in its vemoft plenitude.”  Mewoire, P, 746,

47 M. de Lally, p. 137. 4% Ldemy, p. 139, :
wmmumomnnwa hiftory of the Revolution, in their account of this debatd, ohferve—< On the Jif-
“ cuffion of the fubjed in the Allembly, the Englifh govermment was treated swith all due véfpef?’  The correfimefs of this
obfervation 1s amply demonftrated by the following paffage, from the Memorial of the court de Lally-Tolendal,
who was prefent, and even took a diftinguifhed part in the debate~s® Par refpeft pour ma patris, je Taivai s

¢ futyres que j':u' entendu faire de ce gurvernementy Jans lefquelles 1'ignorance des faits hdm‘w
¢ raifonnemens.” P, 136, 137,

B
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But though the influence, public opinion, and patriotic difinterefted charaller of the
leaders of this party, by rendering their fanétion and countenance highly neceffary, in
many of the late arrangements, had induced the popular deputies artfully to amufe and:
lead them along with an idea that their favourite fcheme of two chambers, and of mu-
tual checks, was a meafure fo rational and fo neceffiry that in fettling the conftitation it
“apuft meet with general coneurrence ; they now found, that they had been dupes to

:cn, who made no feruple to facrifice truth, deceney, and juftice, the lawful rights of
th wn, and the wue freedom of the people, to the accomplithment of their own pro-
jc&t%opular leaders, exclufively pofleffed of all power, and ruling the nation a
their will;shout any refponfibility attached to their condué@, were little difpofed 1o
fubmit to the impofition of reftraints upon their proceedings.

The argnmc‘n?s with which thefe lalt combated the propofitions of the committee
of conftitution, were weak and frivolous in the extreme, and all their affcrtions on the
fubject belied by experience. They maintained that the eftablifhment of gwo chambere
would Be the means of erefting an afylum for the old ariftocracy, and a cradle for a new
ene {till more dangerous, inafinuch as it tended to fix in the National Aflembly itlelf a
germ of corruption, a lure for the ambitious, and a nourifhment for thofe fatal prejudices
of diftinCtion and pre-eminence, fo contrary to the fpirit of themew conftitution. M.
Rabaud de Saint-Etienne had the effrontery to ﬁatc, with all the confidence and pride
of ignorance and prefumption, that the eftablithment. of an upper houfe, in England,
the advantages of which had been firongly pointed out by the committee of conftitution,
had not been originally adopted, cither with a view to fufpend the precipitate proceedings
of the reprefentatives of the people, or to reprefs the dangerous encroachments of the
commons on the royal authority, but was fimply a treaty of accommodation; a kind of

capitulation between the pride of the great, and the {pirit of liberty in the people. ¢ It
.~ u”-—fand he—t¢ a rehc of the feudal government; and we hav: profcribed that
“ fyltem.” | _ ;

The very nature of things, it was urged, was repugnant to every divifion of the le-
giflative power. The nation which is reprefented is one, the reprefentative body oughe
tllh‘efua to be ome. The National Affembly is inftituted for the purpofe of forming,

, and proclaiming the general will; that will is one and indivifible ; it is incon-
fiftent, therefore, to divide tbc legiflative body into two feftions, in order to pronounce
ene will *, '

In fhort, thdéqmeupby.ﬁ'cal- legiflators argued like men in a ftate of nature, without
the advantage of experience for their guide, and totally ignorant of the fcience of poli-
tics. The remarks of Rabaud on the Englith houfe of lords, whether applied to its
erigin or ufe, were alike deftitute of truth, and only ferved to difplay, in a frong point

-

30 Hiftoire de 1a Revolution do 1989, tom. iii. p. 136,

L
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of view, his extreme ignorance, with refpect to the hiltory of a mation, which it weuld
have been happy for his country, (and for himfelf too) had fhe taken it as a 'modél in
the formation of her government. But as arrogance is generally found ‘to prevail moft
where ignorance refides, all the wifdom of paft times; all the experience of eftablifhed
governments, all the knowledge of dncient and modern legilators, the authority of Ly-
<urgus and Polybivs, of Cicero and Tacitus, of Montefquieu, Gibbon, Black{tone,
‘Lole, and other writers of eminence on the fcience of legiflation, tending to dem
{trate, that public freedom and tranquillity are the refult of a proper affociation of lhc
* three powers in aftate, were rejefled with difdain by the popular leaders. -

One might naturally fuppofe, that the moft fuperficial politician ould have perceived
the danger of trufting the whole power of a mighty ftate in the hands pf-a fingle aflem-
bly, withouat any other to check or regulate its conduét, or any power whatever in the
government which could, even by the interpofition of a negative, attempt to reftrain the
exceffes to which fuch a body, poffefled of fuch unexampled authority, muft almoft ne-
ceflarily be fubje€t, Tt was evident, that, in fuch a aflemblage, all its power muft be
{ubjeted to the caprice or defign of a majority ; that ‘fuch a majority, once formed,
would foon become too much enamoured of its new power not to cohere ﬁmﬂy together
in its fupport; that the diffenting minority, whatever its number, could do nothing more
than complain (if they were allowed to do that) and would thereby becomeentirely ufe-
" 1efs, while the triumphant majority, by a proper management of the inflamed populace,
with the national purfe and the fwerd n their hands, might cftablith the moft complete
tyranny, under a republican name -or form, and c'cnder it unalterable, by boﬂy’pbrpe
tuating their own exiftence. -

. b L . .

But obvious as thefe confequences were, they were overlooked by fome, and difregard-
ed, or, perhaps, courted, by others. Recourfe was had to the ufual mode of enforcing
the adoption of every popular motion, by inflaming the minds of the people, whe had
been ftudioufly taught to confider the eftablifhment of two chambers as the reftoration
of defpotifin, and as utterly incompatible with every fcheme of reform, and every prin-
ciple.and hope of liberty. Tlicy accordingly. took a decided part in the bufinefs ; efpe~
cially thofe isi the galleries of the Aflembly, and the inhabitants of the metropolis, Ex-
perience had fufficiently demonftrated the ample adeqmy of the means poffefied by the
democratic fation to excite this fermentation. Even in the Affembly, every power dif-
tint from that of the reprefentation of the people at large was branded with the name
‘of ariffocracy®* ; and fenates were rendered odious, by being indiferiminately comp:w& to
that of Venice. A fchifm likewife arofe, as was too frequently the cafe, among thofe
parties, who were bound by every principle of reafon and’ policy to i&ﬁtll m

a:mmummmmwmmpmm;w ofwhutbemmﬁuﬁlhull
ariftocracy, that a popular preacher ohhemaropolh,decln'ed(m:hcpwﬂgm rmuhm
fied PefureCloiff !l Yosrnal Politiquey $c. tom. i. p, 362, note, y

accord ;
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accord; moft of the nobility and clergy voting again{t the meafure, becaule they thought
it would entirely preclude the renewal, at any future time, of their old favourite fyftemn
of fitting in three orders :—The very reafon, if it had been valid, why the friends of
the new conftitution fhould have fupported the meafure.

Under 411 thefe circumitances, within and without, the queftion of one or two cham-
Brs was finally put to the vote, on the tenth of September, when only eighty-nine
mesgbers voted for two chambers, againft a majority of above nine hundred. Although
it is wgident that the meafure muft have been rejected without any external violence,
yet it is urious to obferve the freedom of fuffrage which prevailed in this new
temple of liberty. ‘Of this, exclufive of lifts of profcription and incendiary letters ¥,
two fpecific imapces are adduced by Mefficurs Lally-Tolendal and Mounier: the former
aferts, that feveral members of thie commons faid to him individually, * Wowld you have
“ me expofe my wife and children to be murdered by the mob** P The' latter declares
that different members came to him to beg certificates that they had not giwen unpopular
votes, as they had heard that their country-feats were to be burned !!!

By this decree, the democratical part of the conﬁitntion acquired fuch a decided pre-
ponderance, that every man who pofiefled a commop degree of political judgment, muft
have forefeen the downfall of the monarchy. To fuppofe that the fovereign could long
exift, after the abolition of the fenate or upper houfe, was fcarcely lefs abfurd, than if an
archite® were to remove the center or middle patt of a pyramid, and to expe that the
top of ‘the pile would remain fufpended in air:——~Remove the center of the political
pyramid (the fenate ), the top (the king ) will inevitably fall, and nothing but the bafe
(the commons) remain.  The abfurd metaphyfical nonfenfe of the nation being one and
mdivifible, if it had any meaning, muft have applied, with at lealt equal force, to the
abolition of royalty as to the abolition of the fenate. But it is moftly the cafe with
inexperienced men, who advance general abftra& principles, with a view to apply
them to a particular purpofe ; having attained their objeé, they look no farthér; but
ethers take up the principle, carry it toits utmoft extent, and juftify all their excefles,

% During the difcuffion of the queftion of the two chambers, M. Mounier received, in the Afimdly, feveral
anonymous letters, in fome of which he was threatencd to be affaffinated, and, in others, to be poifoned. On his
retorn to his lodgings, he received fome more, replete with the moft grofs invedtives, and the moft atrocious
menaces. From that time, till bis refignation of his feat, fcarcely a day pafled without his receiving lewters of the
fame kind. As a proof that the freedom of the prel's was not much more refpeéted—though fo recently and fo-
lemnly ‘confirmed by the declaration of rights—than the freedom of fuffrage ; a printer of Paris, to whom M.
Mounier had fent fome refle@ions which he withed to publifh in favour of the sftablithment of two chambers, re-
turned thém, with a declaration that he durft not print them, from the dread of incurring the refentment of the
people l-tlwﬁh Conduite de M, Mounier, dam I' Affemiiée Nationales et des motifs de fon retwwr en Dauphiné, p. 52, note.

5% Mémoire, p. 141,
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by the very arguments employed by the men who firft eftablifhed the principle. The
puerile legiflators of the conftituent affembly appear; in the formation of their political
fyftem, to have confidered fimplicity as the teft of excellence ; but every Tyro in politics
.~ would have told them, that of all feiences, the feience of government is the moift
cbmplex; and it is more than probable, that the excellence of a fyltem of govern-
ment is in proportion to its complexity. In fa@, when the objet is to controul -
human paffions by human inftitutions, and to make the intereft and freedom of in<
dividuals fubfervient to the intereft and freedom of the community, great and gx-
tenfive power muft, of neceflity, be vefled [famewhere : to avert the danger that muft
neceflarily accompany the delegation of fach powen, its divifion is mdlfpcniv’ély requi=
fite ; hence the balance of powers in a f{iate, and the eftablifhmient of thofe political
counterpoifes, which tend to the prevention of a monopoly of the mofi.4angerous {pe-
cies. If all power be lodged either in the hands of a fingle perfon, or of a fingle affembly,
public liberty cannot long exift: tyranny muft enfue; the only difference is this—
that, in the firft cafe, the people are opprefled by one defpot, in the. laft, by athoufnnd

On this occafion, M. Neckar had the misfortune to fcc a meal'ure whnch he had pro-
moted, from the beft motives, and which certainly was juft, however ‘its policy might be
queftioned, produétive of the worlt cﬁ'c&s :=—w¢ mean, the double reprefeatation, as it
was called, of the Third Eftate. Had that meafure be¢n accompanied by = decifion in
favour of the feparation of the chambers, agrecably to ‘eftablifhed rule, which, at the
time of its adoption, might have been eafily enforced, no inconvenience could have atifen
from it. But the extrethe and unidccountable fupinencfs of the rhinifters 'in negleéing
the latter, paved the way for the amalgamation of the différent orders, by which means
the democratic party fecured a majority in the legiflative body, which they determined

at all evepts to retain; and this could be done by mo other means than by pmpttmtmg
the ¢ftablifhment of a fingle chamber,

The next queftion difcuffed in the Affembly, wason the duration of the legiflative
body, which, after fome debate, it was decreed, fhould be rehewed every two years by
clection ; and this biennial period was to be denominated a legiflature. It was foon after
formally declared—on the ﬁl’tcenth of September—that the throne was indivifible ;
that the crown was hereditary in the males of the reigning family, according to the
order of primogeniture, to the perpetual exchufion-of females: thus confirming the

ancient rule of fucceffion, according to the Salic law'; and that the ﬂ?jﬁn of ‘he king is
inviolable. _

The duke of Orleans and his party brought on a violent debate upon the fubje&t of
the fucceffion, in which Mirabeau took ‘an eager part, and which was"produtive of ex-
preflions and circumftances that ferved to'open the cyes of many, who had not before

difcerned
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difcerned the operative motives of many parts of their condu, and the grand obje& of
their views. They contended, with great warmth, that the Aflembly fhould confirm
the renunciations made by Philip the Fifth of Spain, of his right of fucceffion to the
French crown, by declaring them to be valid and legal ; and of courfe that the Orleans
“branch would be the next in fucceffion, after the failure of the prefent royal line. The
g flembly, however, deemed it too imprudent and dangerous a meafure, in the prefent

ate of affairs, for them to enter at all upon the fubject of the Spanifh renunciations;
andshat it would be equally idle and abfurd to agitate queftions then, upon events which
mi;&\%r take place. Mirabeau, who was the moft unguarded of mauokind in his ex~
preflions, feemed to reckon as nothing all the exifting lives, which muft, by fome means
or other, be difpofed of, before any difpute could arife upon the ground of fucceffion ;
be faid openly—shat fuch a fubject of difcuffion might arife much fooner than was ex-
pected ; that the corpulence of the king and of Monfieur afforded little caufe for ex-
pecting their lives to be lafting ; that the dauphin was only a fickly infant ; and as to
the count d’Artois, and his two fons, he affeted fcarcely to confider shem as exift-
ing with refpect to that queflion, reprefenting them not only as fugitives, but nearly
as outlaws.

" After the decifion of this queftion, the Affembly, on the ecighteenth of September,
received a letter, written diretly in the king’s name, containing fome obfervations on
the decrees of the fourth of Auguft, which had peen fent to him rather to promulgate
than to fanélion. After approving the general fpirit of their determinations, the king de-
clared, that there were a few articles to which he could give only a conditional affent,
promifing, however, to modify or renounce his own opinions, if canmnced by the repre-
{entations of the National Affembly.

" This letter is declared, by M. de Lally, to have been a monument of the king’s wif.
dom, of his juftice, his refpeét for property, his beneficence towards his people, and his
deference to the national will %, - Of fifteen articles, he gave his {anction, uncondition=
ally, to eight, and the other feven he did not refufe to fan&uon, he only fubmitted them
to the re-examination of the Affembly. ¢ He laid before us"-=fays M. de Lally—¢¢ po-
¢ litical mnﬁdmtzons,vfounded on treaties with forclgu powers ; objets of navigation
“ and external commeree, or matters of internal adminiftration and public revenue, of
“ moft of wbld.v we were ignorant.  He afked for fome indemnity for thofe perfons on
¢ whom evcry facrifice had been impofed. He required that the fuppreffion of titles might
¢ not contribute to encreafe the opulence of the wealthy alone; and that it might not

“ tend to avgment the poverty ‘of the poor, by cftablifhing the neccffity of an impoft

93 Mémoire de M, de Lally-Tolendal, p, 1 zo.
3C2 “ for
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* for the fupport of the clergy. He faid to usa=t* Let us mutually enlighten ‘¢ach  other,
“ and it is impoffible we fhould difagree.”” 21 ] 4 ¥

" The king remarked on the hardfhjp of abolifhing, without any compenfation to the
Iandlord, thofe rents which had once, indeed, been paid as a compenfation for ‘perfonal
fervirude, but which, having been fettled between the bords and their vaffals ages ago, hn/
fince frequently changed hands, had been cxchanged, bought and fold for a valuable con-
fideration, without the purchafers obferving or thinking of the odious origin of Aheir
titles. He alfo adverted to the danger of offending, and the impropriety‘y‘ﬁ'cring
wrong and injury to feveral of the German princes, who had great feudal poffeffions in
Alface, and fome of the neighbouring territories, which were guaranteed to them by the
molt folemn treaties; but whole eftates and property were all indifcriuﬁ;tely involved
in the general effet of the decree for the reform of the feudal fyftem.

But notwithftanding the favourable impreffion which this letter made on one of the
soft intelligent and enlightened members of the Affembly, it was ill-received, and ex-
cited much general difcontent. It was maintained, by the popular party, that the Af-
fembly was a National Convention, a conftituting body; and that the decrees of the
fourth of Auguft, being conftitutional articles, did not ftand in need of the royal fanc-
tion. In vain did many members obferve, that, when the king gave his fanétion, it
fhould be pure and fimple; when he refufed it, the majefty of the thronc forbade all
attempts to afcertain the motives of his refufal ; but, before he gave a decifive anfwer,
he had certainly a right to communicate his refleGions. In vain did they afk, how it
could be imagined, that he who had the power of fufpending the execution of a decree,
in order to avert its evil effefts, had not the privilege of pointing out its inconveniences ?
—The king of England, it was obferved, could communicate his obfervations to the
parliament, through the means of his miniifters, who had feats in either houfe ; but as, in
France, the propofal of the committee of conftitution for eftablifhing conferences be-
tween the Affembly and the minifters had been rejeéled, the moft urgent neceffity fub-
filted for examining the obfervations of the king.

The Afferubly, it was remarked, had not always entertained the opinion mow ad-
vanced, that the king ought to be paffive in all conftitutional regulations, fince ; in theis
addrefs, on the fubje& of removing the troops from the vicinity of the metropolis, they
had exprefsly told the king, that the members had been deputed to fettle the conflitution,
in concert with bim—to confecrate with him the eminent rights of royalty :—and, how could
it be {uppoled, that the (upreme chicf of the nation was the only man in the monarchy, to
whom the _fre¢c eommunication of bis thoughts, when he confidered them as conducive to the
happinefgof his fubjects, was prohibited. ' :

Again,
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ceived of a proje& for carrying off the king; at another, of adefign formed by the Paris
militia to fix their quarters at Verfailles.

The moft atrocious accufations were preferred by each party againft the other. The
nobles and clergy were every day. charged with new confpiracies againft the Revolution ;
and each embellifhed with appropriate circumftances of alarm and horror. It was feg
rioufly afferted, and with fuch a degree of confidende, as if the writer had himfelf feeu
it, that a fubfcription was fecretly opened for the murder of all good citizens; and
priefts and nobles were the fubferibers to this bloody inftrument of profcription,- It was
farther faid, that a refolution had been formed once more to invelt Paris and Verlailles
with an army ; to dilfolve, fword in hand, the National Aflembly; and to kindle, in every
part of the empire, the flames of civil war. On the other fide, a chafge was openly
laid, by men of eminence and charafler, who offered to ftand forth in fupport of ir, that
the violent republicans were refolved, at the hazard of murder and civil war, to compel
the king and the National Aflembly to refide within the walls of Paris, and thus render
both, and through them the whole nation, fubfervient to the influence, and inftrumental
to the caprice, of that turbulent and feditious capital *. '

The rebellious French guards, who had deferted and fought againft their fovereign,
and who were now in the actual pay of the city of Paris, under the denomination of
center companics, were fcized with a moft unaccountable fit of ambition ( unlefs their
prefent anxiety may be afcribed to the fame motives that influenced their former difloyal-
ty ) to have again the honour of attending and guarding the king’s perfon, which they
claimed asan undoubted right, and even talked of marching to Verfailles to enforce their
claim, Saint Huruge, who had been lately relealed from confinement, was the chief in-
ftigator and promoter of this plan. It will be eafily conceived, that, exclufive of the
apparent danger of entrufting the king's perfon in fuch hands, nothing could be more
perfonally odious or mortifying to him, than to be compelled to endure the fight and at-
tendance of men, who had already fo fhanefully broken their oaths, and violated all the
bonds of military fuberdination, duty as foldiers, and loyalty as l'uhp&;.

In this flate of anarchy, when every a& of atrocity was eafy of accompplifhment;
when the moft horrid licentioulne(s prevailed at the very windows of his palace, and at
the doors of the National Aflembly*; the only proteion: on wluc.h the king could

rely,

5 1t is needlefito fay which party had taken #ne:h for the hafis of its allertions.  No attempt was ever made to
execdte the projeéts aferibed o the firft; while all the machinations imputed to the laft have bean campleatly
realized,

3% One attocious a; of which the annals of hiftory can furnifh no example, was committed at Verfailles, at this
period. A parricide, who had been fentenced o die, was refeued at the feaffold, and carried off in twiumph, by the
peopley
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Arain, it was urged, that when the right of the king to examine the conftitution,
and to afk for alterations, had begn formerly afferted, no one had attempted to call'it in
queltion : befides, none of the decrees of the fourth of Auguft were really conftitu-
tional ; andall fuch ag bore any refemblance to artjcles of that defeription, he had ex-
prefsly approved, But thefe obfervations had no effet on the majority, who deter«
§nined, that the prefident fhould immediately wait on the king, and entreat his immediate
promulgation of the deerees in queftion, He was, of courfe, obliged to co.nply, without
 farMaer obfervation or comment ; and the principle was eftablifhed or avowed, that fo far
r from-f&%nding, he could not even offer his advice upon, much lefs criticife, the mea- -
fures of the prefent legiflature. The Aflembly, however, paid fo much attention to
him as to fend word, that in the future difcuffion of, or carrying into effe@®, the princi-
ples to which ne objeéted, they would confider and pay a proper regard to the opinions
he had given *4,

During thefe tranfaétions, things were haftening to an unexampled erifis, tending to
produce a new and extraordinary afpeét of affairs. Notwithftanding the imprifonment
of one of the principal infurgents of the Palais-Royal ; notwithftanding the proclama-
tions of the town-houfe, and the a@ivity of La Fayette; the moft alarming accounts
were frequently tranfmitted from Paris to Verfailles : at one time, intelligence was re-

34 Mirabean, in the courfe of this debate, difplayed his ufRtal inconfiftency ; notwithftanding his boafting decla-
ration of the eighteenth of Auguft, # That no writer, no public man, had a greater right than he to affume to
“ himfelf the bonour due to courageous fentiments, difinterefted \uﬂn, a proud independence, and an v NIFORMITY
4 of inflexible primciples 111"

On the fifteenth of June, he maintained, that the royal finéhon was indifpenfably requifite to authorize even
the denomination that the Aflembly fhould affume. * Can rhe authority of the monarch"—fuid he—=** flumber for an
4 jnftant # Muft not he concur in your decree, were it only for the purpofe of being bound by it 2 And fowld ity in
“ wiolution of every prineiple, be denledy that bis fanélion is neceffary to render obligatory EVERY EXTEENAL ACT oF Tif1s Ats
“ yumary, would he grant it to thofe fubfequent decrees, the impoffibility of difpenfing with which iz univerfally
“ allowed, when they fhall flow from a fpecies of conftitution which he will notacknowledge ?

On the fitting of the fixteenth of July, when difputing with M. Mounier on the fubjet of the influence which
he wifhed to give tothe Affembly in the choice of minifters, he placed the Affembly abeve the king, and invefted it
with fovereign power  “ You w"...md he—*! that it is with the sovirmity you are difputing the controul
# gver minifters; youﬁnrnt,thnwo, who are the REPREskNTATIVES Of the soveRxioN, we, before whom AvLL
“ yowirs are fufpended dmﬂgﬁf?u curew of the mation, when beidots mot accord with wy &c.”  Here, then, he
would fuffer the authority of the monareh to flumber. Vet in the addrefs, drawn up by him, on the removal of the
troops, he had faid—* You have called us together to fix, in somcer with you, the conftitution.”

On the nineteenth of Auguft he complained, that “The decrees of the fourth had wot paid fufficient refped? to progerty ;"
=yt he now afked—¥ in what inflance the decrees of the fourth ottacked property P'=~On the fwventh of Auguft he (aid—
“Jt will be feen whether Iam not acquainted with the extent of the royal prerogative; and I defy the moft res
“fpeitable of my colleigues to carry that religious refpeét which is due to it farther than 1"  But in September,
he maintained, that the decrees of the fourth of Auguft bad no need of the royal fanétion, Thefe decrees, how
ever, were certunly ExTsRNAL AcTs of the Affermbly )

ceived
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rely, in cafe of any [udden incurfion from Paris, or of any fudden attack from the rab-
ble of Verfailles, { who were only fecond to their brethren in the capital in all afts of
violence and cruelty ) refted in his Gardes-du.Corps, a regiment formed upon the fame
principles with the ancient Englifh life-guards, being compofed entirely of g utlemen;
wpon which account they were particularly detefted by the people.  He was likewife at-
tended by the national guards of Verfailles, who had placed themiclves, for that pur-
fofe, under the command of count @’Eftaing ; bat their principles were known to be too
dﬁ{y infeGed by thofe of the community to which they belonged, to wairunt the
{mallelt confidence being placed in their prote€tion. D’Eftaing had received fome letters
from LaTayette, apptrizing him of fome approaching danger; which letters the former
communicated to the municipality of Verfailles, who had likewife been 1pplied to on
the fame fulsect by the minifter. The municipality, on this occafion, confulted rhe
military cominittee of the national guard, who demanded a reinforcement of regular
troops, in order to protect the town from any fudden violence; and the municipality
accordingly confented to the introdution of a fingle regiment, on condition that rhe
officersand men fhould take fuch an cath as fhould be preferibed to them, and fubject
themfelves to the orders of the committee of the national guards, or, more properly, the
town-militia~~Garde- Bourgeoife. The regiment of Flanders, was, in conlequence, fent
for from Douay. ' -

The arrival of thefe troops, though regarded with pleafure by thofe members of the
National ‘Affembly who were of opinion thas public tranquillity was effential to the
prefervation of the freedom of debate, ‘occafioned as great a ferment at Paris and Ver-
failles, as the arrival of a powerful foreign invading army would have done. The ufual
baggage, ftores, ‘and field:pieces of a regiment, ‘were immediately fwelled into maga-
zines of warlike ftores, and trains of artillery. All the orators of the Palais-Royal
were fet to-work, and feemed infpired with new vigour in their fuccefsful efforts to in-
flame ‘the minds of the people ; affuring)them, as a matter of fact of which they had
direct knowledge, that the king intended to make his efcape under the efcort of this re-
giment ; and ftating, in dreadful colours, the confequences which muft neceffarily take
place from the accomplifhment of ‘this defign.

In the fitting of the twenty-firft of September, the count de Mirabeau maintained—
“ That the executive power had a right to augment the military force wherever and
¢ whenever the urgency of circumftances feemed to require fuch an augmentation ; but
¢ that he ought immediately to give information of the fact to the legiflative body.”
He moved, that the minifter’s letter, and the requifition of the commander of the guards

[ pesple, who'callod themfelves the waTiox, and who, at the fame inftant, bung up an innocent woman, who ftood
by as a fpeQator.esFaits velatifi a ba derniere infurvettion, par My Mounier p. 1.meMemoire de M. le Comte de Lully=Tolendul,
P X5y,

of
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of Verfailles fhould be communicated to the National Aflembly; but this motion was
dcebly fupported, and finally rejeéted.

On the twenty-eighth, it was propofed by a member, to declare that the legiflative power
was wefied in the bands of the nation; ;,when Mirabeau, finding this abftraét propofition
oppofed by a great number of perfons, exclaimed, with his wonted energy—* Zhat ail
thofe were traitors to the flate who oppofed the declaration.”’—He was anfwered, however, bf‘
Mounier, who obferved, that the declaration of rights had already confecrated this ph-
portant truth, ¢ That the principle of all fovereignty was velted in the nation ;" that,
in that fenfe, not only the legiflative power belonged to the natinn; but all other powers
whatever ; the nation, being unable to exercife them, was obliged to delegate them all ;
that, fuch delegation being made, it became necefflary to declare in whaofe har.ds they were
vefted ; and that it was evident the legiflative power was vefted in the reprefentatives of
the nation, conjointly with the monarch. A fa& fo fimple and evident, it was natural
to fuppofe, the moft ignorant among them muft have been aware of ; it was received,
however, as a‘new obfervation, or, rather, as a new difeovery, which, as fuch, (for as le-
giflators they feem ftill to have retained that attachment for nowelty which had ever dif-
tinguifhed them as Frenchmen) was permitted to operate in rejeftion of the propofition of
Bouche ; but another propofition, almoft equally abfurd, and tending, in a certain de-
gree, to anfwer the fame purpofe, by ‘obfcuring a queftion that could not be rendered too
plain, viz. what was the nature and extent of the authority of the crown? was
adopted by acclamation: it was this—to, declare that the legiflative power is vefled in the
National Affembly, by whom it is exercifed in the manner bercafter [pecified, '

The eleftion of Mounier to the prefident’s chair afforded another example of the
freedom which prevailed in the National Affembly ; his nomination was reprefented, by
the popular faGion, as the work of the ariffacracy, though moft of the clergy and nobi«
lity were not prefent at the time he was chofen. The fame manceuvres which had been
exerted with fuccefs on the eleftion of Thouret, were now renewed to prevent Mounier
frem accepting the honour conferred on him; and the fadtious openly boafted that a
plorious fall was prepared for him; defiring the laft prefident, M. d¢ Clermont-Tonnerre,
not ta abfent himfelf, for his prefence would very foon be requifite, in order to refume
the flaticn he had juft guitted.  But Mounier poffefled too much fortitude to be deterred,
by the threats of his encmics, from the difcharge of his duty ; he accordingly took the
chair, and, during a moft critical period, conducted himfelf with equal firmnefs and
propriety. - [ LA T e S n:

We have already obferved, that the plmfam and promoters of anarchy experienced the
moft lively alarms at the arrival of the regiment of Flanders. Every attempt had been
made to prejudice the people againft the foldiers, and people openly exclaimed, in the

ftreets
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fireets of Verfailles, that it was a difgrace to the inhabitants to permit ‘the introdudtion
of ftrangérs into the town®. Paris even thought that fthe had a right to complam of
this augmentation of the military force,

The day, however, on which the troops arrived., paflfed without any difturbance : the
embers of the municipality, many of the Gardes-du-Corps, and the officers of the mi«
Iiya of Verfailles, went forth to mect them ; they took the oath required of them in
prefence of an immenfe crowd of people; yet in different parts of the crowd mur-
murs of difcontent were heard to iffue from perfons, who were, doubtlefs, pofted there
for the purpofe of exciting a tumult ; and the conduél of the municipality was cenfured

in terms ovextremg feverity.

Thofe who difapproved of the arrival of this regiment foon adopted the refolution to
employ the fame means of promoting a fpirit of defeion among the men, which had
been fo fuccefsfully exerted with many other regiments. In confequence df this pasriotic
determination, numerous detachments of thofc zealous and indefatigable {upporters of
Parifian liberty, the women of pleafure, wete difpatched to Verfailles, in order to make
converts, and cftablifh their influence among the new-comers; one of their principal
objeéts being to embroil the private foldiers and their officers, by continually leading the
former into thofe petty negle&ts of duty, which, though apparently trivial in them-
felves, are fo totally fubverfive of all military difcipline and order, that no relaxation of
them can be admitted in any army. Sums of money were alfo diftributed, by perfons
unknown, among the men#®, feveral of whom began to evince {ymptoms of difaffection,
and to wear the three-coloured cockade, which was for them the fignal of infubordination
and defertion. All good citiaens were ferioufly alarmed at thefe proceedings ; and the
Gardes-du-Corps, in particular, entertained the moft lively apprehenfions,

The following pi€ture of the ftate of public affairs, at this critical period, is delineated
by Rabaud de Saint Etienne. *¢ Paris”’—he fays—*¢ was a prey to all the miferies of fa.
« mine, even in the midft of abundance; bread was dear, and of a bad quality ; the in-
¢ habitants were knocking at the doors of the bakers, in order to obtain relief; it feem-
« ed that meafures had been taken to exafperate the people againft the new popular
¢ powers; and perfons, evidently paid for creating difturbances, befieged the fhops of the
« bakers, carried away the bread, threw it into the river, and returned for the purpofe
¢ of renewing this pra&tice. The provinces, affrighted by a circulated whilper of the ap-
« proaching flight of the king, and of a counter-revolution ; and the party which de-
¢ fired it, already vaunted of it loudly, and with that overweening confidence which it
“ hath fhewn upon every new confpiracy. At length, the alarmed capital faw no other

- 97-Faits reiatifs-d la derniere infarre&tion, par Mounier, p. 6. * ldem, p. 7
3D ““ means
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* means of terminating its fears, both for France and for the deputies, than by poffef
« fing the National Aflembly and the king within her walls, where a hundred thoufand
“ arms were ready to defend them ; where fix hundred thoufand perfons were continual-

¢ ly on the watch agamfl confpiracics.”

It is almoft fuperfluous to obferve, that the affertions and reprefentations of Rabaufl,
and, efpecially, his inferences, fhould always be taken witl3 fomething more than, /nm
GRANO Jalis: in the perufal of this account—admitting it to be juft and true—one quef-
tion fhould never be loft fight of—In whofe hands was the government of Paris at that
time placed? and, as derived from the fame, Who were the perfons employed to provide
the capital with corn? and, if they did not fulfil their duty,~which thegscrtainly did,
as to that point—why were they not removed ? One faét isnotorious, that the king had,
at this period, no more real authority over the city of Paris than over the city of Rome.
It might have been fuppofed, that the rabble, in that feaforof famine, would have been
much more profitably employed along the Scine, in.angling for the loaves which; Rabaud
tells us, were thrown into the river, than in raifing ufelefs riots in the fireets, and: about
the bakers’ fhops. It will be a matter of furprize to fome, that of the fix hundred thou-
fand pair of jealous and fufpicious eyes, which were ever watcling confpiracies in Paris,
they fhould all look fo direftly one‘way, as never to take a view of the banks of the
river, nor of the paffages leading thereto; and that neither chance nor fortune fhould
far befriend them, as to enable them in g, fingle inftance to detedt any of that atrocious
gang of confpirators, who thus wantonly robbed them of the means of fubfiftance and
life.—But it will prefently be feen that Rabaud’s account is.not /frié2ly correct.

The Gardes-du-Corps, daily apprized of frefh threats againft the fafety of the king
and the royal family, obliged to pafs almoft every night in a ftate of readinefs to mount
their horfes at the firft fignal, had adopted the gallant refolution of defending them to-
the laft; they were anxious alfo to fecure to the king fome farther defence than what
could be derived from their own perfonal exertions, and they relied on- the fapport of the
regiment of Flanders. -The Gardes-du-Corps were not enemies to libertyy though- art-
fully reprefented as fuch by interefted and defigning men *°. They had given proofs of theit
patriotifta, on the day when the king delivered to the Aflembly his plan of reform ;
and they fpontancoufly offered a guard of honour tothe Affembly, when they fent theit
firft deputation to Paris.  What more particularly infpired them with an-ardent defire to
give the king frefh proofs of their zeal, was the reproach caft upon them by many per=
fons, of having profited by the circumftances of the times to apply to his majefty for fome
changes in their difeipline.  In the hope of attaching the regiment of Flanders and.tiie

59 Faits relatifs & la derniere infurreéion, p. 7.
militia
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militia of Verfailles to the perfon of the king®, they gave an entertrinment, on the
firlt of October, in the opera-houfe belonging to the palace, to the officers of cither
corps. Towands the conclufion of the repaft, the grenadiers and part of the chaffenrs of
the regiment of Flanders entered the room. The glafs circulated brifkly; and the
health of the king, the queen, and the royal family, was drank®.

hc of the ladies of the court, who, from a neighbouring apartment, had witneffed
the gaiety of the fcene, conceiving it might amufe the young dauphin, haftened to the
‘queen, and requefted permiffion to take him to the room. The queen, however, appear=
ing to labqur under a depreffion of fpirits, was advifed by the attendant to accompany the
dauphin : fhe hefitated for fome time; but the king, juft arriving from the chace,.
and confenung to her propoﬁt:on of accompanying her, they all repaired to this {cene
of feftivity *,

The extuvagance-;af joy, oceafioned by the unexpeéted appearance of thefe illuftriovs.
yifitors, in men, who: had, already, in a moment of gcncrom.entlmﬁafm. repeated the

 Tn the accounk of thefe tranfa@ions, T have, cu.;gy, folldtyved the authority of M. Mounier, who was at that
time prefident of the National Affembly; whofe charaler was ever irreproachable; whofe veracity no one has
dared to impeach; snd whofe opportunities-of information will fearcely, it is prefamed, be called in queftion, As
far, therefore, as his auhority goes, either on mattars which cage within huowuporbulcogniunca..oronthaﬁ
for the truth of which he pledges himfelf, I conceive it to be irrefragable,

‘I‘he entertainment given ty the military at Verfailles, about which fo much bas been cmd.is of itfelf a circurn-
flance fo trivial and infignificant, as fearcely to juftify hiftorical notice; but the events for which it was made the -
pretext has rendered it an object of fome confequence, and calls for fome remarks on the fubject —By fome, it Ims
been faid,that it was the ufoal etiquette in tho fervice, for the officers in garrifon te entertain the new-
comers upon being joined by ftrangers. On the other hand, Rabaud has pofitively and unequivocally faid,
#¢ Certain it is, that this was the jfir# banquet which the king's guards, as a corpsy bad ever yet given.” (Lapli/b
tranflation, p.121.) Andthe  Deus Amis de la Liberte,” (tom, ili. p. 264) alfa remark, that it was the firft entertaine
‘mient which the king's guards had ever given at Férfailles —To this affertion, however, I am enabled, from my owi
perfonal experience, to give the moft direét contradiétion; having been prefent at an entertainment given by the
Gardes-du-Corpsy as a corpsy in the very fame place, the opera-houfe of the palace of Verfuilles, in the year 1782,
on the birth of the eldeft fon of Lewis the Sikteenth, Whether the Gardes-du-Corps were accwitomed to give en-
tertainments to regiments newly arrived, 1 canvot pretend to fay ; it was feldom that any troops were to be feen at
Verfailles except thofe immediately attached to the king; but the abbé Sabaticr affures us they were accuftomed 1o
give fuch eatertainments in all places where they were quartered ; and certain it is, that it was the general etiqueise
of thamﬁﬁw in all garrifon towns, for the regiments provioufly quartered in a place to eutertain the new-

wmmudﬂw entertaipment was-a complinnce with eftablifbed cultom, or o defire to
lﬂl@ chl o ! kja;. fo as to ubtain for him their defence in the hour of danger, is a matter of vary litzle
confequence; the in either cafe, was equally innocent and laudable, and the inference which Rabaud, and
other writers ﬁ{ﬂlﬂ_ me party, have thought proper to draw from it, is characteriftic of the procewiings of & fag-
tion, who mw make every thing bend, as it were, to their own fyftems, and to {acrifice decency and
wuth to the of their own views, and to the fupport of their own arguments. L

o5 Mounier p. 7, 8. ,‘_‘Wﬁhhﬂdmmh 1480, tom. il p. 265.
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moft folemn affurances of devotion and fidelity to the petfon of their fovereign, may be
more -eafily conceived than defcribed. The whole company appeared to be irrefiftibly
impreffed with one general fentiment of loyalty ; the bands of the different corps, who
were ftationed in the room, immediately ftruck up the loyal, and hitherto popular, air,
of « O Rickard! O mon Roi ! L'Univers ' abandonne !” which the company’’~—fays
Mounier—¢¢ parodied, by going up in a body to the king’s box, and accompanying him to his
« apartment,”—¢ All thefe ats of military entbufiafm”—purfuss the fame wr:’}i
¢ doubtlefs proceeded from a defire to convince the king that they would defend him to
«¢ the utmoft, in cafe he fhould be attacked ; for what probability was there that five
“ hundred life-guards, and a fingle regiment, could have conceived the mad project of
+ again fubje€ting us to the yoke of defpotnfm o] N

The banquct was continued during the greater part of the night, and ended, of courfe,
in the intoxication of the company. It is faid, on one fide, that after repeated libations
to the royal family, fome popular toaft, propofed by an officer of the militia of Ver-
failles, was rejected with contempt. The Gardes-du-Corps having never quitted the
«old white cockade, fome of the military prefent, who had been perfuaded to adopt the
4ri-coloured cockade of the Panﬁam. Jow détermined to lay it afide; and the ladies of
the court {upplied them with white ones, as faft as they could make, or procurc them to
de made. It was added, by the patriotic party—and the affertion had a prodigions effe& in
inflaming the populace—that the Parifian cockade had been torn, trampled upon, and treat=
ed with every mark of contempt which folly or outrage could infpire. But this was one of
thofe numerous calumnies which were now propagated, on every occafion ia which
the court were any way cencerned ; the charge being abfolutely refuted by the folemn
tellimony, on oath, of all or moft of the officers who were thut night prefent 3,

The circumftances attending this entertainment excited great murmurs : many perfons
condemned them as imprudent, and fome attached to the conduc of the guefts a degree
of criminality which certainly did not belong to it. Such, however, as deemed it repre-
henfible, might have engaged the National Affembly o requeft the king to iffue orders

83 M. Mounier fays—f¢ It is very true, that, in the hope of ‘bringing back the foldiers to their duty, and of pre-
* venting them from adopting a colour which ferved them as a fignal for defertion, the officers exclaimedeVive ls
4 Cucade blanche |1t is well known that white has always been the colour of the French troops. Ribbands and
“ handkerchiefs were converted into cockades; but, after vhe moft fivid inveftigation, I am enabled to 4fferty that the Pari-
‘€€ fran cockade wwas mot trampled upon, as the people bave been indifivionfly tanghe to belicves and that mo imprecntion whatever awa
« wttered againfl the National Affembly.  1f fome individuals had been rafh enough for this, it is certain that it would be
“ impofiible Yo afcribe it to the Gardes-du-Corps, fince it would not have taken place in a public company, and
““ fince many of the perfons who were prefent would never have fuffered it, had it been attempted. Tt is alfo impofii-
4 ble noteto know that this entertainment had not for its obje any anti-civic defign, (if 1 may'be allowed the ex-
“ preflion) fince the «y-militia were ‘invited, and a great number of fpectatorsef all ranks were admitted” (p. 9.)

' for
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for prevennng a renewal of the fcene; and that precaution would certainly have fuf-
ficed to avert anyevnl confequences which the moft timid or fufpicious might have expe&-
ed it to produce. But the enemies of the public peace wifhed to make this tranfac-

tion, innocent in itfelf, a prctekt for the accomplifiment of an iniquitous and deep-
laid plan. ,

\Eunng the feffions of the firft, fecond, and third of O&tober, no member of the Na-
al Aﬂ'cmbly faid a fingle word of the entertamment. On the fecond, Mounier, as
prefident of the Affembly, went to the palace, and prefented the declaration of rights,
and fuch articles of the conftitution as had been already pafled, for the king’s fan&ion ;
and his mg}[&y told him, that he would communicale his intentions to the National
Aflembly with all poffible expedition.—It is highly important to remark here, that the

king’s intentions were not known till the Monday following, the fifth of O&tober, about
ten in the morning.

Meantime, the rage of the Parifian popuhcc, at the account of this ill- fatcd banquet,
Toaded with all the additional circumftances which malice and invention could fupply,
exceeded all defeription.  They immediately charged the queen with being at the head
of a conlpiracy, for carrying off the king, and exciting a civil war; and they reprefented
this affair at Verfailles as the opening of the plot: they faid it was too manifeft to ad-
mit of a queftion ; and the contempt fhewn for the national cockade, with the refufal to
drink profperity to the nation, were to be confidered as a declaration of war; that it
was time_to terminate at once all thefe inquietudes; and ‘that, as fome were defirous of
carrying off the king to place him at the head of a party, they had no other courfe to
take, than to be beforehand with them, by fecuring his perfon in the capital.

“The famine which prcﬂ"ca_ fo forely upon fo vaft a multitude, would, in itfelf, indepen-
dent of all political confiderations, have been fufficient to difpofe a much more tempe-
rate and better conditioned people to outrage and violence; and of this the Orleans face
tion, by whom the plan of that famine appears, bcyoﬁd all doubt, to have been contrived
and executed, were fully aware. It bas been pretended by many, that, in the year 1789,
a real fcarc':i'ty prevailed at Paris; but the truth is, that under the reign of Lewis the
Saquntb. that is, unt’l the affaffination of the provolt of the merchants, Paris had been
always.amply fupplied with prqwﬁons the old. government might even have been re-
proached with its pl'edﬂe&i‘on and profufion towards the capital, whofe inthabitarits al-
ways had thenrbnad at a much cheaper rate than it was fold at in the provinces, znd al-
ways at the cnpence of the royal trealary®. The cries of the Parifians were never
treated with Coﬂtcmpt and the mm:ﬂ:ry only turned a deaf ear to the complaints of the
s I d

64 L'Abbé Sabatier.
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provincials 3 for the moft hungry mouths are not always the moft formidable. Aund
fince Paris, transformed into a republic, had taken the reins of government into its own
hands, there was no kind of mifchief or violence which the patrictifin of her officers

had not exerted—and fuccefsfully too~for procuring an ample ftock of provifions.

At this epoch, the emigration of thofe whom the populace termed ariffocrates, had
been fo confiderable, that the daily confumption of Paris was fuddenly reduced )’o'
cleven or twelve hundred facks *%, and it has fince been demonfirated and acknowledged,
that the Halle—where the corn and flour were fold——was conftantly overftocked. This
dbundance, it was conceived, might prove fatal to the fehemes of the Orleans faétion ;
but gold, which is generally ufed to procure cotn, was, ic this inftance, goployed to
make it difappear. Although the fupply of Paris did not exceed twelve hundred facks,
the bakers daily diftributed from eighteen hundred te two thoufand five hundred per
day . Yet, notwithftanding this excefs, their houfes were inceffantly befieged from
morning to night, by the poorer fort of people, who loudly complained of a famine. At
the fame time, it was no uncommon thing to meet fome of the working-people, who
had fuddenly quitted their ufual occupations, exclaiming, “ Phy need we work 2 Our
. % father &'Orleans provides us with food *.”" "Thus the gold of this prince produced, at
his pleafure, two phenomena of a very different nature—want and plenty ; but this
double means, powerful as it was, was {till lefs effe€tual than the eonduét of certain ruf-
fians, who cut open the facks, and fcattered the flour in the fireets. In fhort, as if thele
manceuvres were {lill too tardy in producing the defired effe, the corn was aceufed of a
vice that it did not poflefs; and, as a punifhment for its abundance, which thwarted the
projeéis-of the cabal, and tended to filence the murmurs of the populace, a report was in-
duftrioufly fpread, that it was of a bad quality. The confequence of fuch a report, to
procure credit to- which every art was exerted, was the affemblage of a mob abgut the
Halle, wlio threw two thoufand facks of flour into the Seine. Perfons of irreproach-
able charaler and undoubtcd veracity, who tafted the flour, affirmed that it was of the

bcft quality *, i "

At that time there was fuch a plenty that bread was publickly fold; in the fuburb of
Saint Authony, at two fous, and even at one ﬁ! the pound. “The mnmctpl officers at the
Hotel-de-Ville were apprized o{ this fat, and, at the fame time, reccived information
that money was diftributed (on-the fourth of Oétober) both in that quarter, and in the
fuburb of Saint Marcel, The municipality affembled i tumultuous hafte, and after delis
berating till four in the morning, decreed that a mnforccmclmof- five hundred men ﬁwuld

65 Journal Politique National des Etats-Generaux et de la Revolution de 1984, tom, ii, p. 2064 66 This iy
proved by the regifters of the Halle of the eighth of Oétober, 1789, 67 Journal Politique, &¢, tom, ii. p. 207+
# Journal Politique, tom, ii. p, 207,

be
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be ftationed at the town-houfe that day, to prevent a riot; but at feven in the morning,
when the town-houfe was forced and pillaged by the mob, there were not twenty men
affembled there ; and yet the national guards, difperfed in the fireets, were walking
peaceably about, with loaves under their arms, and looked with an air of indifference at
the crowd, by which the fhops of the bakers were befieged .

On the morning of the fifth of O&ober, the king fent his anfwer to the National
Allembly, on the fubje of the decrees which their prefident had, four days before, pre~
fented for his acceptance. He gave his aflent to the conflizutional articles, but on the po.
fitive condition, from which, hé faid, he never would depart, that, by the general refult
of the delberations of the Affembly, the executive power fhould have its entire
in the handsuf the monarch. He obferved, at the fame time, that he had not found.
thofe articlc_g equally licrfe&; but he had deemed it praife-worthy in him to pay regard
to the prefent wifhes of the deputics of the nation, and to the alarming circumftances
which invited him, in the moft imperious manner, to promote the fpcrdy re-eflablifh~
ment of peace, order, and confidence. He acknowledged, that the declaration of rights
contained fome excellent maxims, but that, being fufceptible of different interpreta~
tions, it would be ufelefs to fanétion them with his approbation, before the paffing of
thofe laws which were to explain their meaning Rl}d fix their application.

The king’s an{wer was highly applauded by onc part of the Aflembly, while by the
other it was confidered as a juft {ubjet for the moft violent indignation. His acceffion
to the decrees was termed a refufal ; his obfervations an offence. HWhat does the execu-
tive power want P~—faid the lait—Does it become him to criticife our work 7 If hemuft make
obfervations, let bim keep them to himfelf. If our confiitution is not perfelt, has not be been
she caufe of its imperfedtion, by throwing perpetual obffacles in its way # One deputy ob-
ferved, that the king had made fome regulation for the execution of one of their preced-
ing decrees, and he was very much aftonifhed that any one fhould prefume to make fuch
regulations while the Aflembly were at Verfailles. Another exclaimed—/7hat power is
above our own # At firlt they faid, that the Aflembly was fuperior to the legiflative
power, which was certainly true ; the king and the National Aflembly forming collec.
tively the legiflative power, were doubtlefs fuperior to the king, exercifing individually
the executive power: but this affertion did not content them ; they added, that they
were {uperior to the legiflative power, becaufe they were a conflituting power. In fhort,
this intoxication of authority, joined to the knowledge they poffeffed of their own
~ftrength, was carried to fuch a height that they were enraged that the king’s anfwer
was not counter-figned by a minifter who would have been refponfible for it; and it
was on this occafion, that thefe memorable words were uttered——THE NATION MUST

6 Journal Politique, tom. ii. p. 2c8.
3E 3 HAVE
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HAVE VICTIMS ™,——words, which, when coupled with fucceedrng events, m ﬁ:l to
excite the moft marked reprobation and horrer.

In thie midft of thefedifcuflions, M. Petion mentioned, for the firft tix}hc, that military
- banquet, with regard to which a profound filence had been obferved during five feflions,
and which had been referved for that day. The fame progreffion, the fame rapidity, was
remarked in the imputations, At firlt, it was only ftiled an orgic, perhaps deferving ¢
epithet indecent’s it then became a pofitive crime againdt the country, and againft the fo
reign ; and imprecations—it was affirmed—>bad been vomited forth agamfl the National .dj:
[fembly, and againft' liberty™. A brave officer, (M. Monfpey) obedient to the voice of
honour, and anxious to avenge a corps in which he had formerly ferved, moyal that the
guilty fhould be punifhied, and challenged Petion to fign his denunciation; and lay it on
the table?*, This gave rife to a difplay of the moft violent indignation on the demo-
cratic fide of the houfe, and brought up Mirabeau, who, with the utmoft fury in his
Tooks and manner, exclaimed—** Declare that the king’s perfon alone is facred, and I will
*¢ bring forward the impeachment myfelf.” When he fat down, he informed the people
near liim, that the queen, and the duke de Guiches, colonel of the Gardes-du-Corps,
were the obje@s he had in view. Mirabeau, aware of the approach of the Parifian
army, only withed to be urged; the mob in the gallery were numerous and” violent,
and if the queen had been impeached, the Brigands of the capital, finding, or their ar-
rival, that princefs accufed by a member of the legiflative alfembly, would have deemed
that afaffimation juftifiable inthe eye df the law which hitherto they had only been fti-
mulated‘to commit by the temptation of a bribe 7%, Fortunately, the well-timed exer-
tions of Mounier, as prefident, who remarked, that he fhould neither fuffer any inter~
ruption of the order of the day, nor the introducktion of refletions foreign from the
poiot’ of difcuffion then before the Affembly, prevented the agitation of a queftion,
which, moft probably, would have led to the maffacre of the unfortunate queen, and
reduced Mirabeau, at leaft for that ‘morning, to the mﬂty of being criminal only

in intention.

It was during the interval which occurred between the prefentation of the conftitus
tional decrees for the acceptance of the king, and- the receipt: of his majefty’s an{fwer by

.

70" Mémoire du Comte de Lally-Toléndal, p. 189, 160,

7% It is worthy of remark, that the Gardes-du-Corps, at that very eutertainment, wiiich was made thie pretext
“for an attempt to exterminate the royal family and themfelves, fo far from offering an infult to any one, adopted
the laudable refolution of maintaining the poor of Verfailles for a week. Fournal Politigue, &c, tom. ii. p. 216.

7% Faits relatifs 4 1a derniere infurrection, p. xu—M‘mmu de . de Lally»'ru!endﬂ, p. 16@, 161.—Journal
Politique, &c. tom, ii. p. 225.

73 Mirabeau obferved the next day, inthe Journal de Prmnee,ofwhich he was the author, zhat the perfon of ‘the

Bighefl ramkn the kingdom, next to the King, had taken wnfual fumiliarities (familiarités pen communes)  with the meansft
of the foldiers, Journal Politique, tom, iis p. 226,

the
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the Aflembly, that the Orleans faltion were fo bufily employed in the diftribution of
money, in the creatmn.of want in the mid(t of abundance, and in every other preparas
tion for exciting ag infurreion in the fuburbs of the capital, and in all thofe places
where the populace were moft accuftomed to affemble ™. The news of the entertain-
ment at Verfailles, accompanied by all the cmbclhﬂfmcms that were neceffary to give it .
effe€t, was admirably calculated to operate on the minds of a mob thus previoully irri-
tited and inflamed. People were heard to. exclaim in the flreet—¢ What indecent
« orgies |—The national eockade trodden under foot !—The Affemnbly curfed and threat-
«¢ ened !—Let us haften to punifh this dreadful blafphemy ; let us revenge the nation ;.
« and bear off the king from the enemies of the country!”—But thefe cries and mur-
murs wodld, probably, have only produced fimilar fymptoms of difcontent in thofe to-
‘whom they were addrefled, if the Orleans faction had not colle€ted three or four hundred.
Poiffardes?, and fome of the porters who attend the Halle drefled like the Poufardes,
and mingled with a number of ftrange-looking figures, wearing long beards and, pointed
caps, and armed with pikes, loaded bludgeons, and other extraordinary wegpons;—a {pe-
cies of favage that was now feen for the firfk time in the capital, and that difappeared-
immediately after the bufinefs for which they had been fummoned was terminated 7°, ‘This.
motley and ferocious groupe foon contrived to augment theii numbers, by prefing fome
into their fervice, and by courting a junction with all the low proftitutes that infefted
the Rue Saint Honoré, and the fuburbs of Saint Anthony and Saint Marcel—the Saint
_Giles’s and Rag-Fair of Paris. Infhort all the lanes, allies, cellars, and garrets of thefe
celebrated difiricts are faid to have been completely fripped. of. their fair inhabitants,

The circumftanceof a great number of men, difguifed in women’s cloaths, being in-
terfperfed in the ranks of this army, muft be confidered as a kind of concurrent tefti-
anony that this {cheme was preconcerted, and that the cabal had more prudence than to
truft the bufinefs entirely to the conduct of thefe heroines. It is, indeed, faid, that feveral
of the militia of Verfailles were diftinguifhed among them 77, Yet this ftrange afferm-
blage is defcribed by Rabaud as compofed of mothers frantic with defpair through the
dreadful circumitance of not having bread to give to their famifhed children!

74 Thefe efforts were ftrenuoufly feconded by the republican party, though they afled on very different
grounds.

75 The women who went from. Pasis to Verfailles, on this occafion, have always been diftinguifhed by the ap-
pellation of Foiffardes, which properly applies only to the women who fell fith and fruis in the freets and Halin of
the capitai, Bue-r.hpb lafty fo far from joining the falfe Poiffardes, as they have been termed, in the prefent inftance,
who cndumnd force them to accompany them (o Verfailles, applied to the Corps-de-Garde at the Pont Suint
Fuflache ﬁl’ nﬁﬂlﬂ’y to repel ﬂlgfe furies; and, after the king"s arcival at the Tuilléries, they fent a depu-
tation thither, on lnormng of the feventh of Oéober, to prefent a requeft to the king and queen, demanding
judtice on the au:hmi of ‘the horrid calamny which reprefented them as accomplices in the violence committed on.
thoir majefties, the preceding day. Fowrnal Politique, &c. tom, il p. 219, 220. Note,

7¢ Journal Politique, tom, ii. p. 219, 77 1dem, ibid, p. 220,

Bread
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Bread was, atfirlt, indeed, the watch-word and the univerfal cry of thefe female ruffians ;
arins were, however, thought neceffary, as affording more effi means for obtaining
it, than mere fupplication. They accordingly proceeded to the Hotel de Ville, or town-
houfe, which they forced, at feven o'clock in the morning of the fifth of O&ober, and
plundered ; they gave an early fpecithen of their courage in paffing thither, by making
their way boldly through feveral battalions of Parifian guards, who were drawn up
armed in the open fpace before that building. Having met, on the flairs of the towp-
houfe, an unfortunate ecclefiaftic, they, as an effay in the bufinefs of death, immediately
hung him up by the neck Some of their male followers, whether it was through
mercy, or by way of varying the paftime, cut the prieft down before he was quite dead,
and then {o effectually kicked and toffed-his carcafe about, that, in a fhort tig, he fully
recovered his fenfibility, and was, moft unexpeciedly, permitted to get homf as he could.
After plundering the Hotel de Ville, feizing the magazine of arms, colieCting the artil-
lery together, and forcing open the prifons with tumult indefcribable, this bermaphrodite
army —as it has been aptly termed—f{ct out for Verfailles, the cannon being dragged be-
hind as a rear-guard. They had been previoufly joined by a great number of workmen,
and had compelled every woman they met, of whatever rank or age, to accompany them,
One Maillard, in the proper garb and character of a man, appeared now as their leader ;
‘on whom Rabaud beftows high praife for the difcipline, order, and government which he
-eftablifhed among them ; as they pafled, however, between the Seine and the terrace of
‘the Tuilleries, they overtook a life-guard on horfeback, and called out to him—*¢ 4 you
“ are going to Verfailles, tell the queen that we fhall foon be there to cut off ber bead *.”’

A fecond army of Amazons was preparing to follow the firft, who were, with much
difficulty, difperfed by La Fayette, the national guards telling their general, that they
‘could not fire upon, nor ufe any force againtt, their fellow citizens, who were afking for
bread. At the fame time, the rage for going to Verfailles, which had been induftrioufly
fomented among the people, was now become general, and fo firongly infe@ed the na-

tional troops, that they commanded their officers to lead them thither 72,  Upon this oc-
cafion fome of the grenadiers told La Fayette without referve, #hat ud:rMug the king
awas an ideot, there was no doubt but matters would go on muoch better by the appointment of a
cecouncil of rvegency. As'this was not only the peculiar lanm and do€trine of Mirabeau,
and of thofe other leaders of the cabal ‘who were initiated in its moft fecret myferies,
but as it was pubhckly kuown that the elhhhm Gf amal of regency was the

L}

!‘J@ml olitique, &e. p. 2
70 Nathing better could be expected from troops acu@md:‘:dﬁmd. Wcmmmpwhlnh
Fayette was at the head of thefe ms,umuwm-nnmn&mm.mw&unn turn
t the lefk, &c.—One day, an officer prefiing one of the foldiers to quicken his pace, the latter repliede—t’ Faith,
“mpm!u, the lafi Jfboes ;umdqwummmh! =1 fa&t, the coptain was a fhoemaker—Yuonal Politigue, &c.

tom. i. p. 158,

moft
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moft immediate objet of their ambition, none could be at a lofs to determine from what
fource the grenadiers had derived this idea.

La Fayette, who feemed aftonifhed at even the idea of offering any violence to the
king’s perfon, or impofing any reftraint upon his inclination with refpeét to refidence,
endeavoured to allay this fermentation, and temporized with the troops as long as poffi-
bly; but they becoming every inftant more outrageous, and, at length, directing their
threats againft himfelf, he and his principal officers, under an immediate apprehenfion for
their lives, fubmitted to comply with the demands of the foldiery; but, in order to give
fome femblance of legality to his proceedings, which, indeed, ftood in great need of julti-
fication, l}&rﬂ' required and-obtained an order from the mayor and council of Paris, by.
which ke was enjoined,. in compliance with the will of the people, to repair to "hrﬁiﬂﬂ .
This being done, he began his march from Paris, at the head of an army of e“ghbeen or
twenty thoufand men, accompanied by its artillery, and with every dll'play of military
pomp and parade, about fouf o’clock in the afternoon **,

Rabaud obferves—<¢ No pencil ean depict the frantic j joy of Paris, on beholding her
“ militia march, with the intention of feeking and bringing away the king. The ca-
« pital was affured that her diftrefs would, at length, be terminated.”—But another pen-
has finithed the pi¢ture by obferving, that ¢ No fooner had the Parifians loft fight of the
¢ flying colours, and ceafed to hear the found of the drums, than their acclamations were.
¢ fucceeded by a difmal filkence, and the loud barfts of j Joy gave place to a gloomy
“ forrow *.” -

While thefe tranfaftions paffed at Paris, the motley tronp of Poiffardes and.their aflo-
ciates, who had left the capital in the morning, continued: their march to Verfailles,.
which was marked by fuch circumftances of outrage, fuch brutality, fuch grofs obicenity
of language, and fuch horrid and profane curfes, oaths, and imprecations, as werc with-
out example in any country that had the fmalleft pretenfions to: dvilization: it is

0 La Fayetté now found the ill effeéts of hisirrefolution or mifconduétewhichever it was—in not oppofing,
with the vigour which became his charaéter and ftation, the affaffination of Foulon and Berthier. Had he exerted
himfeif ‘on. that occafion with proper energy, he would either have fallen:nobly, in the difcharge of his duty, or
have impofed & perpetual reftraint upon the forocity of the peoples As it was, the populace afcribed his for-
bearance to weaknefs ; and having once imbibed that idea, nothing ceuld prevent them from aéting accordingly.

It has been obferved, and not unjuftly, thativ was La Fayeue’s duty, inftead of afking the council for an order
to repair to Verfa to require them to comcert meafures for difperfing the mob, (by whom he had been firft
threatened) which might have been eafily done, with the affiftance of the foldiers, who were then mafters of the
fquare in which the town-houfe is fituated ; and, if the army bad refufed to obey him, he would have had an excel-
Moppomhmmmofﬁuuﬁfuﬂmﬁmﬂi& »

8% Journal Politique, &c. &c. tom. ii. p. 223,
. Hiftoire de laRevolution de 1789, par Deux Amis de la Liberté, tom. iii. p. 305.

faid
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£aid, norhas the fa& ever been contradi@ed, that they a&ually put todeath, by hang-
ing them, two unfortunatc perfons whom they met on the road, and bad aftcrwards the
Aaudacity to boaft of the deed. They maﬂ:ed Velfilllel about half thm in the
nfte{imn. f it o

|
“At that time, the king, who, as we han-ﬁcn, had given his anfwer to the conflitu-
“#ional decrees, and to the declaration of rights, in the morning, was peaccably enjoying
the diverfion of fhooting at Meudon, little thinking, that the marquiside la Fayette was
in motion with his patriotic army, for the purpofe of carrying him off; that the Poif-
fardes and aflaffins were already at the gates of his palace ; and that the National Affem-
bly were emp!oyed in fearching for faults in his condu@, and in prepari load him
with inf Such was the fituation of that unfortunate prince, that on’the fame day,
and at t ne hour, the patriotic army wifhed to rob him of his liberty ; the Poiffardes
and Bngln!h to murder his wlie 5 ‘and the Nauml. Membly to,defpml bim of his

crown" . o TR i oy

| SR

The Aﬂ'embly were ﬁtllﬂlged in*tha—dehna on‘&hf‘fnbje& of the king’s anl'wer. in
the courfe of which it was obferved, that the king had been advifed to fufpead his adhe- -
rence to the declaration of rights, ag if the rights of man were not anterior to thofe of -
mnam}n. mwm of thrones; as if the ngkjmc“&pqd in need of the

e ﬁm&tm

3 Journal Politique, &c. tom. ii, p. 214. ;

"4 On the perpetual allufion to the mghts of nature, at this time fo prevalent in the Affembly, animﬁ;ullu!-
®ration of thofe and other rights, in thewr celebrated declaration, acontemporary writer-has the following obferva-
tions:—* They confidered themfelves in their wooden houfe, as if pla a fecond Noah's ark, whence it ap-
% peared to them that the earth belonged to the frft oceupier, and that they were ut liberty to parcel it out among
g new race of men, They mmhmmamuﬂmw all mon aveborn andd remain free 5 that
A oute wan could not he meve than another man; and & huadred other difeoveries of the fame kind, which they congra-
“ wlated themfelves upon having bmﬂu firft to reveal to the world ; while they laughed, very philofophically, ac
« the Englifh, for not having hadthe fenfe to begin in the fame mm.ui;h thr Rﬂ?ﬂlﬂﬂhﬂ 1688,

« But the joy of our deputies was of fbort duration. The inhabitants of other countries of Europe foon began

* o inguits.into the nature of this n ﬂ_gf condu& M .mwi of
@ défpifmg all the knowiedge that of canfoundingman in an ute fa-
“ vage ftate, w th man in a fate of fnﬂny: tql nnmral indopqqm with civil Libe . "To fa ail men

4 boran wnd wgmaln freey 15 10§33, i (4, bt chey are born and remain pak mes
s n rrmhorum:“@"g"‘%}“ foe fujeet o taws, Closthe, s ue, reftrain, i

but the afford ﬁgrmﬁiunfmaﬁoﬂg accidents :

hlﬂ e eIt U ot f
“ 18 in udwk, Mﬂh%
« ing any kind of reft: auu.
“ The condudt, of th £
mmgw,andlplo '_I‘D

i Themhow«hﬁqmﬁﬂsfuvﬂh \
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fm&imof kings: that he had only been led to give his acceffion to the conftitutional
articles, that his minifters might ceofure them under his name : but how, faid the mem-
bers who advanced thefe arguments, can the conftitution be expofed to the refufal of the
executive power, and to the cenfure of its agents? If that power owes its exiftence to
the conftitution, what right can it have to refuf® the conftitution? Let us, at laft, fince
they force us to it, tear off that myfterious veil, which, from refpect for royalty, we
« fuffer to conceal the bounds of its authority, and let us no longer fuffer our condefcen-
dance to be abufed for the purpofe of violating the firft rights of the people! No, we can
no longer diffemble as to the naturc and extent of thole rights; the intereft of the
«country which prefcribed it to usas a duty not openly to aflert them, would mndcr us
crimin®. in confenting to facrifice them *’,

" During the debate, fome of the members informed the pre‘ﬁdem that a confiderable
army had juft arrived from Paris. This news being circulated in the Aﬁ'embly, it was
‘moved, that the prefident fhould repair to the palace, and entreat the,king to give his
‘pure and unconditional acceptance to the declaration of rights, and the conftitutional
articles. It was now ‘half paflt three in the afternoon, and the Affembly was on the
‘point of adjourning, when the troop of Brigands and Poiflardes arrived at Verfailles,

“The king, who had begn apprized of the tumults in the capital, immediately quitted
‘his diyerfion, and baftened back to the palace, which he reached about a guarter of an
Thour before the arrival of the affaffins. The duke of Luxembourg, captain of the
guards, afked his majefty if he had any orders togive, meaning with regard to the dif-
pofal of the troops : but the king replied, with a finile, ¢ What becaufe the women are
“ coming ; you are joking, furcly ?”—~Meanwlhile the formidable phalanx fuddenly ap-
peared in the avenue leading to Paris, attended by five picees of cannon. It was then
‘deemed prudent to fend fome dragoons to flop them in the avenue, and prevent them from

advancing further; butthe fadtious foldiers d:fobqyed the commands of their officers, and
{uffered them all to pafs. .

After they _hxl furmounted this trifling obitacle, the Poiffardes prefented thfelm ;
at the door of the Aﬁ'ombly, and, mfifting on being admitted to the bar, attempted to force

“ s froft eur interitances.  Mow could an affembly of legifistort feign an ignorance of. this truth that rhe rights
"g'mnm-t. for & moment exift by the fide of property ? The very day when a man takes poffeffion of a
. byhghrhbm:mu. he ceafes to be in a ftate of pure nature; his exiftence, like that of his
d by induftry and dependence, Nﬂewmmm&nﬁmmm
Wﬁmmmmw&hkxﬂm natore; or that men are born une
* equal, and that the law is the art of levelling natural inequalities,”\ L*dbte Subictier.
% Hiftoire de Ja Revolution de 198y, tom. ifiv i 313, §14.~=The pabioric party héve {pake plaialy ; they proved
Minwwwmw a virtual annihilation of the monarchy,
atotal diffoluition of the fociat compat; that the menarch was redaced to a nonentity, and that he could not re-
siift nntil called into 1ife and attion by tie creative powyer of the AGkmibly 1" -

3 F the
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the guard, The prcﬁdent, however, having communicated their wiflies to the Allembly,
it was velolved, by a majority, that they thould be admitted. ~ A great number of them
accordingly entered the hall, and placed themfelves, without ceremony, on the feats appro-
priated to the ufe of the &putm, with whom they mingled. Maillard, and another
man, uﬁc ‘alted as his adjutant, were at the head of them. The latter told the Affem-
bly, that, ¢¢ In 'the morning they had found no bread at the bakers; that, in a fit of def~ -
¢4 pair, ‘he, who had been a foldier in the French guoards, was going to ring the alarm- ¢
“ bell ; but that he had been apprthehdcd in the attempt, and was abouit 'to be hanged,
¢« when the Jadies who accompanied him faved his life. " _He added—¢«That they had
¢« come to Verfailles'to afk for bréad, and, at the fame time, to enforce the punifhment
« of the Gardes-du-Corps, who ¥ad infulted the patrivtic cockade; that they gnfe good
¢ patriots ; that they had forcibly feized all the black cockades which they had feen at
< Paris and on the road.”” He then drew one out of his pocket, faying, that he would
have the pleafure of tearing it to: picces in prefence of the Affembly, which he imme-
diately did. «His companion then faid==< /e will force every body to wear ithe patriotic
~ eockade.”” Thefe expreflions having excited fome murmurs of difcontent, the man ex~
claimed—*¢ Say what you will, we are all brothers.” The prefident replied, that no membes
of the Affembly was difpofed to deny that all men ought to confider themfelyes as
brothers; that the murmurs were only joccafioned by his threats to force people to wear
the cockade; that he had no right to. force any body ; and that hawght to fpeak inth
refpe& to the Naﬂeu&ﬁﬂ'embly. i . ,

. i‘::'- -

The orator of the mob next faid—¢ The ariftocrates wifh to nﬁke us pcrml with
““‘hunger: a note for two hundred livres was fent this yery day to a miller to'engage
“ hitm to grind'no more corn; on which condition he was promifed a weekly remittance
" to the fame amount.” A’ general cry of indignation ﬁ&’x&"ﬁum ‘the Affembly, and
every part of the hall refounded with the exclamation of ** Name the man!” The pre
* fideat alfo defired that he would difcover the criminal; affuring him that the moft ex-
emplary punifhment fhould be inflicted on him. The two orators, after fome hefitation,
~ told.the Affombly, that having met fowe ladies in a carti tqu_ them to alight ;

and that, in ouiér to obtain permsﬁefa ‘to proceed, the ladies had n
clcfific had Siriounced i ciae U5 tHE Matioray Affeaibly .« They fay”- |
orators—** that it was the archbifhop of Paris.” All the menben homd‘w to.

nform- hmﬁlmha nmhbtﬂaq: of WMWM I&JM”

P iavore eI 0 A B 4 3

mmmummmh &r”mim Wm%ww
“but: without b&y@dmmfll. mm even mentioning the
name of the perfon accufed.—M. Meunier. .

47 M. Mounier fays—4 It is difficult mninhywhx mw (unuu-) umw
« mwaMMMuW¢ a prelate fo virtuous, fo great a friend te the poar, agd fo
“ yeady to make any facyifice in order to promote peace. It is known that he wasthe man who, to calm the popu-
& lar effervefoence excited againgt the ecclefiaftics, propofed to confent to the fuppreffion of tithes ; he afterwasds

¥ offeced the chureh plate.”

The
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The dialogue between the- leaders of the mob and the prefident of the Affenbly was
interrupted hy the cries of the Poiffardes, who, ﬂ:andlng up on the benches, all eried out.
at the fame time, for bread for themfelves and for the capital. The prefident told them,
that the Affembly faw with concern the famine which afflicted the capital, and which
proceeded from the obftacles created for the puwpofe of preventing the circulation of
grain; that it had done every thing in its power to facilitate, by its decrees, the fupply
of the city of Paris with provifions ; that the king had exerted his utmoft efforts to en-
force the execution of thofe decrees 3 that new meafures fhould be devifed for putting a
fop to the famine, which their ftay at Verfailles would certainly not do ; that they
ought to leave the Affembly to difcufs, with freedom, thofe important points, and
peaceabry to return without committing any a& of violence *,

. e N 4 v ' ¥ /

This anfwer was not capable of fatisfying them, and M. Mounier would doubtlefs
Have made them another, if he had known the true ftate of affairs in the capital at that
time ; if he had known that there had always been plenty of flour at Paris, and that the
Poiflardes had been followed to Verfailles by feveral carts, loaded with J-r ead, meat, and
brandy®. They all exclaimed—<* That's not fufficient ;" butentered into no fartherexplana-
tion, and, foon after, joining in the deliberations of the members, they called out to one,

- < Speak,thendeputy ;"' toanother, * Hold your tongue, deputy ;”* while their apoftrophes were

- powerfully feconded by occafional reports of cannon in the avenue, and all the members
feemed to dread them, except Mirabeau, who having, of courfe, fome particular grounds

~of fecurity, ventured to addrefs them in a di¢tatorial and authoritative ftile, afking them
whét right they had to come and impofe- laws on the ,Nati-oml Affembly *°,

The Pouﬂ'ardcs _ﬁmld at this mode of mtezmm:on adopted by their friend ; and the
Aﬁ’embly found itfelf reduced to a fituation replete with difficulties and difgrace ; it was
aware that the majority of its members were in the fecret with. regard to the army that -
was about to arrive; fome of the deputies had been heard to fay~—¢* /¥ muft go to Paris,
that's the only place m‘y&u‘b we fhall be able to do any tbn@ ;7" others were feen to prompt
the Po;ﬁ'afdcs. and fuggeft motions to them., It was known, alfo, that three hundred
armed Parifians had privately entered Verfailles, the avenmg before ; and that, as the.
Brigands arrived, the inhabitants called out to them from their windows,—<¢¢ m-}cm;, '
gentlemeny we expeéted you®'.”

f "" (14 i ' Pl ;A
7 The gteater the diﬁcu]ty nttendmg fuch a ﬁtuat:on, the more couragc and magnani-
mity qmul ttle National Affembly have difplayed. Pt fear feems to have predomi-
nated, and tl'pu' ltl;wntlflcc had all the effects of p.rﬁx Thcy conﬁrmad their decrée

| | y
¥ "M%ihdﬂnm in&trm.‘.hon,.. T ‘3 '
"JO\-\I'IIIMWI, &e, tom, éiu.p. 229, 90 Klem, ibid. p, 230, '9tidem, ibid. p. 231, 232

«
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on the nincteen urticles of the conflitution, and decided; that: their prefident, at-.
tended by a deputation, fhould inftantaneoufly repair to. the. palppu, ands fum-
mon the king 1o accept the ninetecn, articles without delay; and, in-order to add
abfurdity to pride, they ordered the deputed members to exa@ of. his majeity a fadden
plenty fo; the city of Paris; as if the king, by figning that which redaced him to a
nullity, and by an extorted acknowledgment that all men were fice, could: avert, the
~ florm tl@; lowesed over his head, and fupply Paris with provifions, The condlitution.

had ubthing to do with the prefent proceedings ; and the National Aflembly knew, toa

wcll_, that, under a pretence of ﬂkmgfotm a}lthwtalwiﬁd for, was. the. pre=
fence of the king **. :

 The Poiffardes no fooner faw the prcﬁdent, lnd thcother membvs of the def:mat:on,

leave the hall, than they furrounded them, and exprefled theis, detexrmination. to.go with
 them to the palace. Mounier had great, difficulty, in cbtmining, by, dint.of entreaty, a
promife that only fix of them, would, enter the myal,,ws, a,great number of,
them, however, attended him as. ap. efcart: he thus #fﬂﬂw from the. hall:
to the palace. ;

%. W.qm on foot, in the mudy and.it rained very fafke & mﬁdembhm oﬂ
“ thmhabum of Verfailles lined, on cither fide, the anautd‘nbludt_ to-the palace.
“ The Parifian women were colleCted.in various groupes, intemningledwith a, certain,
~ * number of men, moftly clothed in rags, with ferocious looks, threatening. geftures,
* and fhouting, or rather howling, in a moft frightful manver, They were armed with.
« guns, old pikes, axes, loaded-flicks, and large poles, with the blades of knives or
“ {words fixed to the end. Small detachments of life-guards acted as patroles, and gal-
“ loped .tluoughsbc.ﬁrem,.widﬁ: mumm’m mob " !

.
g
tf o !.Q'_

o Jmmmmm i, i 233~The mumdohﬂ;‘!‘ohdﬂuﬂ!i. t ho overhieard a dialogne be-.
:ween Mounier and Mirabeas, in the Affombly, which while it infpired him with the higheft eftcem for the for-
mer, mlhnuhln!hm proje@ had been formed for alarming the royal family, and thereby inducing them
te fy from Verfailles. As the fuccels dm projoét avould, in the opinion of Lally, have been attepded. with
tho moft dreadful confequences, he, immediately, repaired 0 the. M“wm
king.— Memeive, p. 163

The author of the- wpmmammammm fhould have confented to mny
" the deputation to the King. In A opinion Mounier Mould have faid to the Affembly—* Either the army is
« marching, with your confent, againft the king; or clfa 15 marching again® you and the kingtoo, andy i cither \
% cafe, it is my duty, either to remain in my place, or gi '—There is no doubt, however, but.
that Mounier was acluated by the befk poft ‘motives, ubmmm.ﬁw.um.-
the impending ftorm.

9% During this time, the pieces of cangun which the Poiffardes had brought with tbmnmhnogod in the

avenue Jeading to Paris, where all ‘were ftopped,.and this queftion was putto m«m&hmr
if they anfivered, in the affiymative, mch,ot cousfe, Ilw. were mmw
the guns. '

In
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Tiv order to rendér this piCture more cleary it mult be obfbrved, that after as many of
the Poiffirdes and Brigands as the hall could contain had'entered the Affembly, the re-
maming, and’ by much the greateft, part had formed themfelves into a column, and,
marched dire€tly towards the palace; but they were flopped bya line of life-guards,
drawn up in front of the firft iron- -gate; and'by a body of Swifs guards, {tationed in the
Place-d"Armes. The order given to thefe troops was to prevent the entrance of the mob
into the palace, but ot to fire. The papulace of Verfailles, apprized of this circum-
flance, joined the Brigands, the workmen of the fuburbs of Saint Anthony and Saint
Mareel, and all the rabble who were inceffantly arriving from Paris; and continued to
prefs mpre and more vpon-the avenued of the caltle. The Gardes-du-Corps were loaded
with threars and inve@ives, but hitherto the mob had not fired'upon them. They were
only employed'in defending their pofts;and: in difperfiug the too confiderable bodies of
Brigands that occafionally colleéted, and threatened to force the entrance into the pa-
lace. The militia of Verfailles had hitherto remained fpe@ators of the fcene, and ¢
occupied different pofis, particularly on the fide of the bm'acks formerly allotted ‘to
the French guards. ‘

« As,we advanced’~purfues. Mounier——¢¢ we were joined by a.part of the men who-
‘- were. anmed . with. pikes, axes, and. fticks. The ftrange and numerous retinue by-
‘¢ which.we were now: followed attracted the attention of the Gardes-du- Corps, who,
“ miftaking us.all for one-of the popular groupes, rode up, tous, and difperfed us in the
* mud; and.it will eafily, be conceived how great was. the rage of- our companions, who .
“ conceiveditheir right to:approach.the king and queen was fané&ioned and confirmed by
“ our prefence. We foon rallied, and advanced in this manner towards the palace. We -
* found the Gardes-du-Corps, a detachmentiof drageons, the regiment of Flanders, the
“—Inﬂlidl. and the militiaiof Verlailles drawn wup in the open place before it, Thefe

“ troops-knew. us, and received us with honour. We pafled their lines, and they had

*¢. great difficulty, in preventing the croud that followed us from introducing themfelvess
“ intothe palace. Inftead of fix. women to whom I had promifed admiflion, I was forced,
** to admit swelve,”

It-was half' pp&.ﬁve. in'the evening when the prefident of the Nationnl Affembly, ef«
corted by fifteen deputies and twelve Pdiffardes, entered the king’s apartment, and repre=
fented to his, majelty the calamities (jabnmcd calamities) which afliéted the capital,’

ing bim to procure all . the affiftance in his power for the diftrated city of Paris.

he king deplored the misfortunes of the times, and prom}fed to adépt every poffible mea~

fare hmmw relief. ““Phe anxitty lie’ difplayed affeéted cven the Poif~
fardes, one of wimn is faid to have fainted in his prefence.!

Having dt&h:rgd this part of his duty, the prefident ent 2
honr,in the colld'e of tllat day, if it were poﬁblc, for reccivinghanother deputation ; and -
the.
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the king meutioned nine at night, While Lewis was engaged in conyerfation with one
of the members of the council, Mounier embraced the opportunity to communicate to
his minifters the decree of the Affembly, by which he was inftruéted to demand a pure
and firaple acceptation of the conftitutional articles, and of the declaration of rights.
He reprefented, that at fuch a time asthe prefent, which might, every minute, be pro-
- duéive of frefh alarms, they ought to advife the king to avert the confufion that would
refult from a fecond deputation; that being charged, as prefident, to obtain, without de-
Yoy, his pure and {imple acceptation, it would be impofiible for him to defer the demand ;
that all hefitation muft be attended with infinite danger; and that the fmalleft delay
would be confidered as a refufal, and might re-kindle the rage of the Parifians, to whom
it would infallibly be imparted. He told the minifters, tﬁn if the king would give the
acceptation required, it fhould be announced to*the people as a great benefit, and might
poffibly allay their fury. At & . . s

Meanwhile, the Poiffurdes who had accompanied Mounier to the palace, had return-
‘ed as foon as they had heard the king’s anfwer, and feemed pleafed with the reception
they had experienced ; but their numerous companions who were waiting for them, re-
~ceived them very ill, threatencd them with the lanthorn, and compelled them to go
“back to the palace, for the purpofe of obtaining the king’s fignature to the promife he
had given them. They accordingly went thicher, and gained admiffion, when M. de
Saint Prieft, minifter of Paris, endeavoured to foothe them, by explaining to them all
the meafures which the king had .doptéd for fupplying the capital with provifions; for
the king and his minifters were fill dupes to the artificial famines of the metropolis **.

No words could deferibe, if the recital of fuch a defeription could even be endured,
the extravagance of the feenes which the  women exhibited at thé National Affembly,
after the departure of the prefident for the palace. In proportion as they became in-
toxicated, which they were by no means flow in doing, they ovg:;w!xelmed the members
with their vociferation and noife, and, at length, they mounted into and took pofleffion
of the prefident’s chair.  Amidft a thoufand confufed voices, thofe were with dificolty
diftinguifed who called for the fuppreflion of the Gardes- du-Corps, the removal of the
regiment of Flanders, and the deftro@ion of the parliaments, The Aflembly were pro-
ceeding to pafs a decree, with regard to the free circulation of grain, but the Poiffardes
reduced them to filence, ands infifted on’ a great reduction of the price of bread,
04 1t was on this occafion that M. de fnint Prielt was reported to have faid to the Poiffardes—tt Fomerly you w‘\\
“ but ome king, and then you never woantedPread; wow tiat you bave twelve bundred fovertigns, you muft apply to them for
« hend”  But when Mirabeau, two ys after, denounced the minifter, for this fpeech, to the Affembly, M. de
Saint Pricft, whether from dread of j¥¢ confequences, or whether becaufe'the fact was really ﬁ. thn!u&-
taredit,  Jowrnal Politigusy bec. . | o Mo MR RES 4y |

A
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meat, and' candles %%,  Such was the feene of confulion, and fuch the fecicty, in which

the moft awful and momentous bufinefs that pcthapc was ever tianfaéted by any body of:
men, the citablifhment of a new conflitution in a vall country, which went to nothing
lefs than to the total annihilation of the old, and of all its appendant rights, laws, and'
inftitutions, which had been confirmed by the fan@ion of untold ages, was completed .

and promulgated® . "

But thé tumults that by this time prevailed without were attended with more fatal
confequences than the confufion whlch obtained within the Affembly. The Gardes-
~du-C the Swifs, and the regunent of Flanders had, as we have before obferved, been .
ftationed on the upper fide of the Place-d’Armes, where they impeded the progref‘s. and .
fuftained the infults and threats of the Poiffardes, and their affociates difguifed in wo-
men’s apparel, as well as of the crowd of Parifian workmen who kept pufhing againft.
the gate of the firlt court. The Brigands, armed with pikes, and wearing pointed caps,
remained behind as a corps-de-referve ; being deftined for an interior expeditivn, they had
been cautioned not to expofe themfelves too much on the Place d”Arines,

The good underfanding which prevailed between the town-militia of Vetfailles and |
the Brigands, as well as the little relian® to be placed on the foldicrs of the regiment of -
Flanders, foon became evident. It was about fix o'clock in the cvening, when one of
the foldiers of the Paris militia, who had accompanwd the Poiffardes, endeavoured to .
break Lhe line of the Gardes-du-Corps, in order to penetrate into the firlt court, The
guards, that they might not be reduced to the neceffity of Killing him, fuffered him to
pierce. their ranks, well knommg that the gate leading into the court was fhut, When
he arrived, however, at the gate, he attempted to kill the Swifs centinel, by thrufting his .
fabre between the bars, becaufe he refufed to admit him. The marquis de Savonnieres,
fub-lieutenant of the Galdel-dn-Corp;. then rode up to him, and complained of this
a& of violence ; when tbc foldier ftruck at him with his fabre, and cut his horfes’ crup-
per through. M. dc.Snmcm retumed this unprovoked attack by a few blows with
the flat part of his fdn; on receiving which the foldier fell, pretending to be wounded. A
centinel belonging to the city-militia of Verfailles immediately difcharged his piece at .

the marquis, and broke his arm **.

s 4m0.,--p..,

mulgafors am'ummahm wm,'mmm ,bythcnnnwno{ hé Englifh
hiftary of the Revolasion,
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of his fquaﬁfon, which, faithful to the drden‘d’“ their fovercign, preferved their unks.
and never attempted to revenge their wounded companion. A confiderable difcharge of
anufquetry was the reward of their modération; fome of the u-Corps, and
many of their hotfes, were feverelyavounded ; while the Poiffardes and Brigands thouted
with joy. At the fame time, the militia of Verfailles, not l.'lmﬁed with their firft
cowardly a& of unprovoked and unreturned outrage, were feen to ‘point againft the
("mﬂcs-du-Corps the cannon that were placed before the barm:bof the old French
‘guards. The king, apprized of the perilous fituation of his bnve and faithful defend-
ers, fent them orders to retire to their hotel, in the hope that their retreat mcgln tend to
<alm the fury of the mob; but the militia of Verfailles, encouraged doubt! s Ly the
non-refiftance they experienced, were dﬁafaly ecnough to renew their attack, and to
pour in their fire at the extremity of the column; many of the Gardes-du- Corps were
wounded, and platoons of militia followed them to their ftables, continuing to fire all
the way *’. | Guns were fired from every ftreet, and the balle whiftled on every fide :

but, ncvcrthelefs. the Gardes-du- Corps, feveral of whom died of their wounds, retired
in good order, without ever returning the atw:k of their cowardly foes. | '

The kmg s miftaken humanity ; his extreme averfion ﬁw the !fdﬁon of hum:m
‘blood, proved on this, as on too many other o ons, the fource of mﬁmte calamities.
“T'he order, fo frequently 1epeated, in the courfe of this difaftrous day, to the Gardes-du-
~ Corps, not to fire upon the citizens, #nd to fuffer themfelves to be maflacred without re-
fiftance, is equally calculated to excite aftonifhment and concern. What! were Poifc
fards and Brigands, extralted from the dregs of the capital, to be confidered as citizens
who ought to be fpared, as fubje€ts who deferved all the tendernefs of the king whom
* they came to murder? While fix hundred gallant gentlemen, of unfpotted honour, and
ready to fhed the Jaft drop of their blood in defence of that king, were to be regarded as
fo many automatons whole valour was to be réltrained, -or whofé heads were t be d-
voted to a hameful and certain death ! On an oceafion like this, it was the duty of the
aminifiers to reftrain the humanity of their fovereign, rather than the courage of his de-

1cndzu l—=The prohibition te fire wu, in c&a bod'l mnmn ﬂW" A word
4 “would

: mmrfmapmmwumm
of public hatred ¢ that their de ‘\ioalud been fworn; nn&lmw-ﬁﬁuhﬂmqu the f-f
‘their enemies —\Why didmot the make a dire& application, mmﬁwhmm
Affembly, and urge them to decide’ whetler the mob or'the militia: of Paris had aright to go to Verfailles,
“wyith arms in their hands, di@me 1 nwtmmw YmFaits relavifs a la dernieve infurvecliony p. 20,

The following curions fu&, ~ill ‘tend to demaorifirate, in mmmmuuwm
alluffindting the Gardes-do-C ps. It had sways been wfusl with that corps to keep 2 gunfmith.of their own,
-who refided in their hotel, ,21 to whom thofe gentlemen, every Sunday, on quitting guard, fent their arms, Whicb
dt was his duty to examin?, to put in order) and to re-deliver, churged, to their refpeétive owners, “This min fup-

plied them with powder and ball, In the night of the fixth, fome of the;uudo,onthdruﬂﬁawr‘
w
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would have fufficed: and the fix hundred Gardes-du-Corps would havo driven back to
Paris the whole troop of Brigands, without having recourfe to the Swifs or the regiment
of Flanders, and in fpite of the m:hna of Verfailles. Bat, in the courfe of this Revolu-
tion, and particularly of this day, noone of the minifters had the courage to advife the
adoption of decifive meafures: they were afraid, by allowing the guards to ftand in their
own defence, of imttnng\tho militia of Verfailles; they were afraid, o0, of expofing
the king to greater danger; ‘in fhort, fear feems to have prefided at their councils, and to
have marked all their proceedings. If one of them propofed an act of cowardice, a fecond
ad it with all the mduy of terror, and a third, obedient to the fame impulfe, re-
ed it to the king. The md‘ttftom projeé on which they ventured to de-
c:de was the ﬂ;ghtohhe royal family ; but the king refufed to fly ; it was then propofed,
at leaft, to remove the q ihdcbednphm to fomeplm of greater fafety ¢ prefent ; -
but the carriages were | by the inhabitants of Verfailles, who cut mm,broko :
the wheels, and exclaimed that the king was going to fly to Metz. This obftacle how-
ever it would have been eafy to remedy, by providing carriages that were nearer at hand,
and concealing them from the people °, but the queen, as foon as fhe heard of the de-
fign, put anend to all farther thought of it, by nobly refufing to ahandon her hufband,
declaring, with a magnanimity worthy the dmghter of Maru Therefa, thq, “ She
“ would ﬂlyinddieathl hngtfou.” | -
!t has already been ob&rml. tllat, about fenn o'clock, the king hearing the difcharge
“of mufqnetry, and fenfible. of the perilous fituation of lm guards, had ordered them to
setire. At half paft cight, n«’ﬁn[mﬁlww ﬂh\ti‘be Parifian army was on ite
march to Verfailles, Mdeemed it mecﬁry*to order the Gardes-du-Corps to refame their
fation near the palace; but a part only received theorder, and formed in the Cour Royale.
The reft, who were not apprized of hiu ‘majefty’s withes till alater hour, repaired to the
appointed place in fmall divifions i they were fired at in all the fireets through which they
pafled, and m hewed themfelves, they were ”uod like wild beafts. Muny
of them were killed and wounded on this occafion **: tbe, were no fooner drawn up be-
theﬁe of theconr Royih. tlu tbc king, ever n‘lﬂ&lm, and ever nnfortnnatc

m»m@tmmmmmmmw fome of them were fopped up by fhot

: _ Lq-um. rammed down them; and, on
mhqmwea. that it
ender them ufele, as the balls were 00 large for the barrels, Thus the allsf-
mmwmmmum mmumﬁ fromt firing

ptl‘ﬁml have pretended, that il the
cepted by the affaffins that were pofted

3G . in
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in. his refolutions, fent them orders to fall hack upon the terrace of t.he.ungcry {o that,
now, the palace they came to defend ferved as, &dp&mio themfelves, b.y feparating them
from the Brigands of Paris and the citizens-of Verfailles. A timeafter the king
fent them off to Rambeuillet, under the condu of the. duke de Guiche, in order to
fcreen them from the rage of the Paris militia, who were coming tnuuﬂ'mm them. All
that remained at Verlailles was the Garde de Service; and it was. the gentlemen compof-
ing that guard who fuﬂa.uwd the ngp of the rabble on ﬁ&Mﬂ‘ days.

Between nine and ten o'clock an aid de camp amml at Verfailles, mianm:md the
lpproach of La Fayette, at the head of tbpﬂqnpmhng‘» The uneafinefs and ¢.u,
in which the minifters were invalved, were eonfiderably lnlmﬁd by the reception of this
.intelligence, They knew: that La Fayette had marched, by erder of the populace, and
that of courfe he mulk do whatever that populace withed him to do. The court were
far from participating mdfhmqonﬁkmaf a general who was fubje to the orders
of his men. They. lanew ﬂ wnfolqnou to adopt ; their deliberations were marked
by indecifion, and-fear § mb@ﬁltoﬁﬂ - After fo many falfe calculations, and re-
trograde motions ; m- fo many amnefties, or, to fpeak more properly, fo much, ca-
couragement given to revolts of every kind; after the refignation of his prerogative, and
the facrifice.of his amufements, the king was at length reduced to tremble for the : lives
of all that were dear to him, and he had nothing but haterror to oppofe to the impznd-

mgdnget. : 5 L

It is certain thausrhe mn-lt nf the Parifians to. Vcrﬁﬂhmglﬂ: bm been prmntu[
with great facility ; and, as Mounicr jultly obferves, the minifters ought to haye forefeen,
that men. of that defeription had notbeen mmw and that they had not come
from Paris with the intentions of paffing a few hours pe Verfailles,  Every pre-
caution for refifting mmghrdmefm to hlu hee . Lewis the Fourteenth,
mthomdﬁofallbn a palty e . Seine
Séve, inorder, as mk ) ' cuMl ication
between the refidence dmmmwmm mm might be cut
off inan inftant. But in vain had this bridge been fuffered, for a eentury, to fhock the
fight both of natives and foreigners who wentto view the o 4 m&auﬁu of Ver-

failles; now that the moment was come, the me _i%u‘  forgot, or were afraid, to
make ufe of \aarecaqm whic ‘\' v had impofe an Juxur: cfpotil M
on to-its own meafures, is, in faft ading aleriftics of f ui.u-w_
the rabble might have marehedfe MHM MWW“‘WM
plains of Grenelle, but flill, if fe bridge had been deftroyed, their progrefs would Kave

been confiderably retarded, andihe means of oppofing them as confiderably. facilitated.
Courts have been invariably yprefented as the center of diffimulation, Policy, and Mas
chiavelifm ! But certainly yie court of France was intitled to no fuch diffinétion, at this
period; on the contrary it difplayed a depth of imbecility, a want of forefight, and a de-

it gree.
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gree of inanity, which were mmmmh.m who figared molt in the
Rnnlntm were below. mediocrity.  * 1 fear not to -affert”—fays a contemporary-
writer—¢ that, WWW prince of tlu.lllnqlt military, deputy, phi-
« lofophery people, all were pitiful, even the allaffins.”  Such u.ﬂn.dﬂmme between.
corruption and barbayifi: the one is more fertile in vice, the other in erimes: corrup-
tion fo.fan enervates men, that it is. frequently reduced to implore the aid of barbarifm

for the accomplifhment of its defigns: La Fayette and.all the. an heroes had uch:
lefs. reafon to congratulate ves with having ferved the peop lhpnnghav?.’qg el
caped from their fury. The m mwwmmm rand
MiRbe=ra, entered the States-General, ex by. public e , ands
had juft grounds for apprehending that the k voul& acqu bwuru h\w@l{ by in~
ficing on them the chaftifement they deferved. The philofophers of the Palais-Royal:
m:qu&m'nn onersy Who dylingui/he _
ﬂuhn‘lud,ﬁ&w.;h gy oo o ue s SVES R et B

It was about ten at: night, when the king, whor nﬁ ave been f
v g *?m*,:“mw::ﬁ R
- n.* The deputation immediately. returned. to :hﬁh.
mﬁnWwﬁﬂMﬂm&auw@ hadld't

theh.nll, wlueh'n mputlhzamlcy and ferocious band of drunken women, and profli-
gate ruffians.  He requefted the municipal officers‘of Vesfiilles to call together, by beat ©
of drum, -amw ﬂmmmmmﬂmh announced

. o-um -rwapulhwb v-ﬂhgwmtwm went foa tavern at Séve,

1""""'0" neyfelff to Wil
mﬂl wbn repliady “k
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to thie people in the hall, the king’s accepwm. which he held in his hand. The mob
feemed pleafed, and prefled round him in order to obtain copies of it: but fo little were
they aware of the nature and confequence of this acceptation, that numbers of them
afked if it would be very advantagequs ; while others exclaimed, ¢ F/ill thut give bread 10
« the poor people of Parist”? They loon after complained of being hungry, declaring that
they had eaten mothing the whole day. M. Mounicr was at a lofs how to fill fo many
mouths, without bread and without a miracle, at that late hour of the night ; he did not
know that the duke of Orleans was a trueprovndcnce to the Brigands: and he was; there-
fore, not a little furprized to fee meat, wine, mﬂhquorl brought in of a fudden at every
door of the hall; while thndeputm of t@e nation w at the banquet of i PEO-

PLE-KING. l

Between eleven and iwelvc, an officer of the Parh militia entered the Affembly, and
informed the prefident, that M. La Fayette was at a fmall diftance from Verfailles. M.
Mounier refjuefted M. Goui d’Arcy, one of .the members, to go and meet the general,
and inform him of the king’s acceptation, and requeft at the fame time that he would
communicate it to his troops. In the interval that occurred between the arrival of the
aid-de-camp and that -of the general, the women who Afurrounded his chair entered
into conyerfation with the prefident; many of them exprefled their regret at his having
) defendcd that nafly weta (ce vilain veto) and admomlhed him to beware g" tbc Imbom

La Fayette, aware of the evil intentions of his army, had contrived to en& an oath,
{probably from the officers only, whe anfwered for the men) that they would refpe the
National Afflembly and the law, indefianceof which they had marched, and obey the king,
whom theycame to force from his blood-ftained manfion. Thatgeneral becomes an object
of pity, who places him(elf batween fupidity and perfidy, and who cannot obtain indul-
-gence without forfeiting eftcem. Infad, if 'I:hcuﬁqtm de 1a deette had not had certain
natural claims to indulgence, he fhould have been afked why he did not make his army
fwear todrive away the Brigands and Poiffardes, and to clear thc refidence of his fovereign
and the feat of the Nationai Affembly of the ferocious bands of thieves and ruffians by
which they were i fefted? It was indeed the duty of the Aﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂ,_&lﬂf to have declared
that gemral an cnemy to his.country, whohad the pfd'mnptm to march: lgmﬁthc king
and the reprefentatives of thg people. But it was deflined, that rebellion thould have its
full fcope on this d:fgracefnl Yy md"dut the fpirit qf Molt fhould néa‘#ith

from the adoption of
~ Affewbly.

It was near midnight when La Fagette entered the hall, and affured the prefident, that
the oaths of fidelity and ofedience he had exatted from his troops, who had alfo fworn

/lﬁumihdmwp.u.
o~ " neither
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- neither to commit ‘nor to fuffer the commiffion of any aé of violence, were fufficient
to remove all the apprehenfions which theirarrival might tend to excite. M. Mounier
very properly, afked him, what was the object of fuch a vifit, and what were the inten-
tions of hisarmy? La Fayette replied, that whatever had been the motives which had
induced them to march to Verfailles, fince they had promifed to obey the king and the
National Affembly, they would not feck to impofe any law; that, neverthelefs, in order
tocalm in fome degree the difcontent of the people, it would probably be of ufe to re-
move the regiment of Flanders, and to make the king fay a few words in favour of the
patriotic .cockade* !!! To the eternal difgrace of the Affembly they f{uffered this lan-

. to pafs not only without difplaying any mark of indignation, but without even
daring to make the {malleft comment thereon. The thundering cloguence of Mira-
beau, which had been fuccefsfully exerted in reprobating the colle&ion of the troops
under Broglio, was not heard on this memorable night, when it had a fecope for difplay fo
auch more ample ; all the popular leaders were filent, while a band of civic rufRans were
advancing to befiege their own hall, and the palace of their fovereign ; and this circum-
ftance alone, when contrafted with their conduct on a fimilar occafion, referred to above,
fuffices to prove that they were either the attual accomplices of the infurgents, or elfe
‘hoped to profit by the infurretion, in order to accomplifh their own views.

La Fayette, on leaving the Affembly, rejoined his army, which he ftationed on the
Place d’Armes, at the entrance of the avenues, in the ftreets, and in fhort wherever
they chofe to remain; he then went to the paPace; and told the king that he had rather
‘chofen to come and throw himfelf at his majefty’s feet fastended by twenty thoufand men)
than to perith on the Place de Gréve. [Ile added, that in other refpeéts Paris was tran-
quil enough®.  After this declaration he had a private conference with the king, to
whem he affigned fo many motives for fecurity, that the prefident of the National Af-
fembly, attended by feveral of the members, having, in compliance with the requeft of
his majefty, repaired to the palace, the king faid to him=—** It was iny wifh to be fur-
# rounded by the reprefentatives of the nation, and to profit by their advice, at the time
+ I was to receive M, de la Fayette ; but he has arrived before you, and 1 have now no-
“¢ thing to fay to you, except that it was never my intention to quit the palace, and that
# I will never feparate myfelf from the National Affembly °.”

__»The prefident and the members returned to the about midnight, and continued
# the bufinefs of the Aflembly, amidft the populace by Whom they were furrounded. As

l‘l
4 Faitsrelatifs 3 la derniere infurreétion, p. 24, 25 $ Journal Politigue, &c. tom. ji. p. 261,

# The king here alluded to the report thas bad been induftriowlly drc"wd,u the cencfe of the eveaing, thar
Jemea™ to fy o Metz, Mounicr,
\
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they were in fa& only waiting for the event, in order to gain time, they enteved into”a
difcuffion upon the criminal laws. The people ‘however ‘interrupted them every mo-
ment, with theery of ¢ Bread, bread! not fo manylong [peeches!”” Notthat there was afear-
city-of bread ; for, the moment the. troops-arrived, they were received with fhonts of
joy by the Brigands and-the militia of Verfailles; and immediately jeined the dragoons,
and that regiment of Flanders which had been the object of fo much alarm, and the pre-
text of this-very infurrection. As the night was cold and rainy, the allied troops took
Shelter in :he_.public-houfcs. ftables, coffee-houfes, and under the gate-ways, and in the
courts of the houfes. An immenfe fupply of bread and meat was diftributed among
them, together with a fuperabundance of the ftrongeft liquors?. ' La Fayette, . who s
a witnefs to the plenty and conviviality which prevailed in his army, far from apprehend-
ing any evil confequences from that circumftance, conceivedit to be an infallible fymp-
tom of their peaceable difpofition. Satisfied with the precautions be had taken, to place
a few centinels, and to garrifon, certain pofts with his. Parifian guards, he went to the
king, to whom he communicated the contagion-of fecuritys . He made himfelf refpon-
{ible for thc.g'ood.intentionsr of the militia, and for the maintenance of order during the
remainder of the night, His affurances were . fo ftrong as to quict-every apprehenfion ;
and, at two .in the morning, his majefty was-prevailed on to retice toreft. -~ When La
Fayette left the king, he faid to the crowd who were waiting in the anti-chamber—¢ I
;‘ have made him fubmit to fome facrifices; in orderto fave. him®” He, at the fame
time, mentioned the precautions he had taken, and exprefled himfelf .with fo much tran-
quillity and.content, that he {ucceeged an infpiring all thofe who heard him- with the de-
fire of going to bed.. Proud of his fuecefs, he next conceived the idea of. fending the
whole National-Aflembly to bed; ;he, accordingly, repaired to-their hall, and adminifter-
ed to the prefident the fame potent foporifics® which he bad, fo fuccefsfully, employed
at the palace. But M. Mounier, though overcome with fatigue, having kept his polt
for eighteen hours, told the marquis, that if he entertained the fmalleft apprebenfions of
a tumult, he had but to fpeak, and he would retain.the members in their places till day,
La Fayette, howcver... replied, that he was {o certain, of .the good difpofition of the fol-
diery, and fo thoroughly convinced that no interruption -of the general tranquillity .
could poffibly occur, that he fhould himf{clf retire to.relt. The Afiembly was then ad-
journed, and ‘all the members. retired 1o, except Barnaye, Miriabeau, Petion, and fome
other of the zealous demagogues, who would not quit the crowd that filled the hall and.

L'd v -
7 Journal f!’d‘uiq} &e. tom; ii. p. 264, - ¥ Tdem, ibid. p. 264, ' \
9 La Fayette acquired) on this occafion, the appellation of Geseral Merpheus.

10 Mounier, on his return home, fognd that a fcore of ruffians had been enquiring after him, and had told the
porter, that if they could not have his head then, they fliould know where to meet with him, He was alfo in-
formed, that a number of the inhabitants of Verfailles had affembled tnder his wmdow,anho clofe of day, and
f2id to the men of the fuburbs of Safht Marcel and Saint Anthony— Enter this boufé, an ariflocrate lives bere, whefe

“ fx;!,mnﬁ:ﬁmgﬁ"-bm;ny.alademmmfurrcﬁmn, P.25. note z,

- y i ¥
S *

=4



1789 LEW1S THE SIXTEENTH 395

all the adjoining apartments. Alone they relifted the foporifics of La Fayette, and re-
fufed, like another Ulyfles, to flecep on the edge of a rock. They watched all night
over the veffel of the flate; bat, asthey did not prevent the crimes of the morning,
but, ou the contrary remained paffive fpeCtators thereof, hiftory muft condemn their pre- -
fence at leaft as much as the ablence of their fellow members.

The condu&t of La Fayette, on this occafion, is highly extraordinary, and indeed
feeins to have been the effect of infatvation. He well knew the cruel and bleody difpo-
{ition of that numerous crew of male and female ruffians, who filled and furrounded the
WM}C city and itg environs; and if he thought at all, he could not but expet, knowing
fo well as™he did the motives and objeés of their coming, that they would take fome
fatal advantage of his gaing to reft. Nor were the National Aflembly at all excufable
in purfuing his advice, knowing on what feeble grounds it was founded ; and as they had
fo lately made no difficulty in fitting up and watching a night for their own proteclion,
they fhould not have hefitated in paying a fimilar attention to the fafety of,their fove-
reign ata moment of fuch imminent danger, when his life, and the lives ot his whole fa-
mily, were evidently at ftake. In fhort, had La Fayette been an aftual accomplice of
the Brigands, he could not have ferved their purpofe more effetually than he did; fo

true itvis, that in fituations of importance, a weak head has often all the effe@s of
2 bad"heart !

Amidft fuch perfidioufuels of every kind; on that®hcatre, where fear and cowardice
Ted weaknefs to its ruin, one illuftrious chara&er difplayed that dignity and refolution,
which became her birth and ftation. Surrounded by mén, who were involved in conlter-
nation and alarm, the queen preferved a countenance on which the tranquillity of un-
theken firmnefs was ftrongly marked ; nor did the errors and confufion of her courtiers
and attendants prevent her from betraying an extraordinary prefence of mind.  During
the evening of the fifth of O&ober, fhe was feen to reccive a number of perfons in her
great cabinet, to all of whom fhe fpoke with dignity and foree, communicating her af--
furance to thofe who were unable to conceal their alarms from her. ¢ 1 bnow”——faid
fhe—-*¢ that they are come from Paris to afk for my head : but ‘I have learned from my mother
““ ot to fear death, and 1 fhall meet 1t with firmnefs'™.” An officer of the Gardes-du-
Corps, fpeaking, with grea feverity, and unguarded warmth, of this new attempt of the
faQtious and ill=difpofed, and of the tranfaCtions of the day, the queen turned the conver-
fationy but without appearing to intend it. A momcn&j%cr,, fhe turned to one of the
ddputics of the noblefle of Burgundy, and faid to him, in allow voice,—** 1 changed the
T converfation, becaufc | perceived a yalet-de-chambre .of the duke of Orleans in the
“ room: how he came there I don’t know.”—Notwithftanding the horrors of her fi-

"2% Journal Politique, &c. tom, i, piabs,
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tuation, the hearing her life repeatedly threaténed, and her biood howled for, fuch were.
her coolnefs and intrepidity, that fhe retired to reft ‘at two d'clock; and {lept foundly.

We fhall prefently fee her, in the hour-of danger, difplay the maguanimity of her mo-
ther; and if, with the fame courage, fhe had not the fame { uceels, the reafon is, that'
Maria Therefa had to deal with the nobility of Hungary, and the queen of France with

the Bourgeotfic of Paris,

From three in the morning till half paft five, nothing tranfpired, and every thing
feemed buried in the gioomy horror of the night. But yet the obfervation of men
who had leifure and coolnefs to refle€t amidfi the confufion of this extraordinary-feesi
could fearcely fail to be attraéted, by the fituation of the royal family, lulled into the
moft profound fecurity, and fleeping, without defence, in the midft of a horde of affaf-
fins, reinforced with twenty thoufand troops, and that, on the word of a general, who
himfelf acknowledged, that he had only been induced to head, or rather follow, his army,
through. the féar of being hanged on the Place de Gréve ! This was, probably, the firft
time that fuch great fear infpired fuch great confidence |

There were, however, fome perfons, daring this night, who did not partake of this
fecurity, and whom a fpirit of precaution prevented from fleeping. One; in particolary
impelled by a fecret inquictude, left his houle, and walked towards the palace. This
gentleman, whofe veracity cannot be queftioned, faw that the pofts were occupied by the
ancient French guards and the milifla of Verfailles, biit that there was not one fentinel
more than ufual. He only found, near the marble-court, a little hump-backed man on
horfeback, who faid he was ftationed there by the marquis de la Fayette, and who, when
thegentleman exprefled his fears with regard to the Brigands, added, ¢ that he was refpon-
fible for every thing ; and that the men with the pikes and pointed caps knew him weli.”
 But”—purfued the gentleman—* fince your general is gone to bed, and the palace is
* left in a defencelefs ftate, what could you do in cafe the national guards were want-
“ ed !"—The other replied—*¢ There can be no danger till morning.” This obfervation
filled the gentleman with alarm, but he could find no one to whom he could impart his
apprehenfions. He traverfed the Place d’Armes, the avenue czf Paris, and the environs
of the National Affembly. He faw large fires blazing, at fhort diftances from each other,
furrounded by groupes of Brigands and Poiflardes, who were employed in eating ‘and
drinking.  The hall of the Afijmbly was crowded with men and women, among whom-
were tobe deferied certain meifibers of the popular party. The Paris militia were difs
perfed in every quarter of the ; and all the ftables and publick-houfes of every de-
nomination overflowed with them:  Soch was the fituation of Verfailles from three in

the morning until break of day, .

Quid morpt ! irrumpunt thalamo; comes additur una

Hortat/v./ fcelerum AURELIDES.
L Abowt
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About' fix o'clock, the diﬂ'e:_'ent groupes united, and, aftera fhort time employed in
' previous arrangements, rafhed impetuoufly forward, in a body, towards the hotel of the
Gasdes-du-Corps, fhouting and exclaiming, « XKil! the Gardes-du-Corps! No quarter 1"
The hotel 'was forced in an inftant; feveral of the guards were maflacred ; the reft, en-
deavouring to cfcape, were purfued like wild beaflts; fifceen of them were feized and
conveyed to the iron-gate of the court before the palace, where part of them were in-
ftantly murdered, and the reft only referved until the rufiians, who were debating on the
fubject, could agree as to the manner in which they fhould be put to death, Before this
point was fettled, the grand body of the Brigands and Poiffardes, having completely pil-
d the hotel, joined their affociates at the iron-gate, They now forced an entrance
into ail the courts, in prefence of the Paris militia, and, wholly unrcﬁied by the centi-
nels ftationed by La Fayette, penetrated, fome of them by the great ftair-cafe, and
others by the fide-towards the chapel, into the interior apartments of the palace, and
broke open that which was appropriated to the Cent-Swiffes.  They had previoufly mur-
dered two of the life-guards, Meflicors de Huttes and Varicourt, one of whom was
pofted at the iron-gate, and the other under the arch-way. Their palpfitating bodies
were dragged under the windows of the king’s apartment, where their heads were cut
off by amonfter, armed with an axe, and wearing a long beard, and a pointed cap of ex-
traordinary height. This felf-conftituted exccutioner, whofe name was Nicolas, had
taken up the bufinefs from liking, and, from the beginning of the troubles, had gloried
in mangling and beheading all the fufpected royalifty that were put into his hands.It:
was the heads of thefe two gentlemen that were a.fterwatds difplayed in the ftrects of
Verfailles, carried in triumph before the royal carriages, and exhibited to the favage in-
habitants of the metropolis.

After the affaffins had forced their way into the apartment of the Cont-Suiffés, and killed
a third Garde-du-Corps, at the top of the marble ftaircafe, they called aloud for the head
of the queen; the whole palace refounded with the horrid threats and ferocious fhouts
of this execrable banditti; the Gardes-du-Corps formed a kind of barricade in their
own apartment, and fell back towards the antichamber,called the Oci/ de Bauf'; buttheir
barricade was foon broken down, and they were purfued from room to room. The cen=
tinel, M. pE MroMANDRE, who was ftationed at the outward door of the queen’s
apartments, defended the entrance, with moft heroic valour, until he had effe¢tually given
the alarm to thofe within; when he found himfelf entirely overpowered, he called out,
with a loud voice, * Save the queen, her life is aimed atl 1 ftand alone againit rwe thou-
¢ fand tigers !” He foon after funk down covered with wounds, and was left for dead ;
but recovering the ufe of his fenfes he had the good fortune to creep away unoblerved
through the crowd; and it will afford pleafure to all virtuous minds to know that he |
was afterwards cured of his wounds.—Brave and generous foldier | who, amid(t the grow=
ing balenefs and defection, grefervedit untainted thy honour and fidelity ; with grateful
pride

—
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pride does hiftory confeerate thy name, and hold thee forth as a model and example to
{ucceeding times, if anv fuch fhould anhappily eecor, when fimilar circumftances f(hall
call tor fumilar exe-tions !—The unhappy queen, awakened by the efforts of her gallant
proteétor, flew, in ber fhift, through a long balcony placed before the windows of the
interior apartments. AL fhe came 1o a private door that opened into the Qcil de Beeuf;
after waiting five minutes, in a ftate too horrid to admit of defcription, fhe obtained ad-
mittar ce, and ran to the hiog's apartment. She had no fooner left her own chamber,
than it was entered by a band of affaffins (two of whom were men difguifed in women’s
cloaths) who, advancing to the fide of her bed, drew afide the curtains with their pikes ',

Rendered furions by “he lofs of their viétim, they haftened back into the gallery, with
the intention of fo¥ing an e trance into the king's apartments, when there pemed®
little doubt but that the views of the Orleans’ faGion would havebeen effectually accoms
plifhed, by the murder of the royal family™.

The king, awakened by the noife, had fled through a private paffage to the queen’s
apartment, in order to faveher life, or to perifh along with her. He was met by fome
of his guards, who efcorted him back to his own chamber, where the queen was already
arrived, and the children were brought foon after. The guards were in the mean time
hunted from place to place, through all the purlieus of the palace, much in the fame

XDy, Priefly, in his % Letters to Mr. Burke,” has inferted the following note—+*T am informed by a gen«

¢ tlemah who was ut Paris during the whole of thefa. tranfactions, that there is no truth at all in what Mr. Burke
“C fays of the queen’s bed-chamber heing hrake into, or the eentinel killed. Nothing of the Kkind, he fays, was
¢ ever heard of tll a confiderable time after the event, and the report arofe from the ariftocrates.”—If doftor

Prieftly wis in the habit of trufting to fuch vague information as he feems, in this inftance, to have received from

Lis frinnd at Pars, the frequent errors and mifreprefentations which occur in many of his works are eafily to be

accounted for. His friend muft certainly have taken a long ndp in & conventicle, or elfe his auricular nerves muft

have been fo tickled with the delightful found of ¢ Tous /ey Ewveques a la Lantevne,” as to have been rendered inca-

puble of receiving any other impreffion; for the circum{tinces of an attempt to alfaffinate the centinel, and the

breakirg ‘into the gueen's bed-chamber were notorious, at the time, buth at Paris and Verfailles —M. Mouniery

who retired into Dauphiny, on the tenth of O&ober, only foer days after the tumult, tkes particulac notice of them |

as fafts coming with his vwn cognizance; M. de Lally-Tolendal, who left Verfailles about the fame time, alfo
fpeaks of them in the fame mannér: and the teftimony of thefe gantlemen, who were themfelves principal adors
in the fcenes they rel.te, cannot furely be fufpefted. Befides the faéts are fully corroborated by the depofitions taken
Lefore the Chiteler  Tis true, That the centinel Whs not Aaf; nor does.Mr. Barké pofitively fay that he was: his
words are * Inftantly he wis cat down,” which was really true. But 4t is equally true, that the affaffing left
him for dexd; gnd Mounier, as-well ag all thofe who left Verfailles foon aftey the affair, belieyed him.to have been
dilled. F ! N ~

Had doftor Prieftly poffeffed the fmaué inclination to inveftigate the :mn:rau matter in qucmenl. he might
furely have accomplithed hit wifth, fince his public tion did not appear til 17971, and both Mounier and Lally had
publifhed their accounts of the bufinefs in the year 1y89. But fo that he could induee his readers to queftion the
veracity of his opponent, andimprefs a belief that the horrid mm-. committed in France had been srdlly X
aggerated, his purpofe was anfwered,

%2 Journal Politique, &c. tom, il p. 270, 291, zyz.—!‘aits relatifs 3 la dmum m.(urnﬁam, P :5, :6. 2%
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manner as the Huogonots' had been after the maffacre of Saint Bartholomew. A confi-
derable party of thofe who had been on duty in the interior part of the palace, had only
time to barricade themfelves in the rooms adjoining the king’s apartment, and being there
compleatly enclofed, the ruffians who had been o the queen’s chamber, having joined
their affociates, were in the aét of forcing open the doors. At this eritical moment, La
Fayette and his officers fortunately appeared, and prevented the accomplithment of their
diabolical proje¢t. That general, awakened by the tumult, had ftarted from his bed, and
mounting his horfe, rode towards the palace. Deeply affected by the fatal confequences
of his credulity and mifcondu&t, he addreffed, with impaffioned energv, the grenadiers of

weeska.French guards incorporated in the Paris militia; reprefented to them. in firong
terms, the danger to which the life of their fovereign was expofed ; and offered Wimfelf
as a victim to gratify the rage of the populace ™. The grenadiers, feeling o momentary
impulfe of returning loyalty, repaired to the palace, favoured the retreat ot the Gardes«
du-Corps to the apartment adjoining the king’s chamber, where thofe gallant men
bravely refolved to fhed the laft drop of their blood in defence of their fovereign, and
refirained the fury of the affaffins. Thofe ruffians, however, though detected in the
very acls of murder and trealon, were refpected by the grenadiers™.  Almoft at the fame
inftant, La Fayette perceived the Gardes-du-Corps, who had been firft feized and con-
duéled to the iron gate, where the mob were deltberating on the mode of their death—
thither the general ran, and, by haranguing the populace, gained time, until a fecond
troop of grenadicrs came that way. He immediately called to them—¢ Grenadiers”—
faid he—=*¢ will you then fuffer thefe brave men to be thus bafely muordered? 1 place
“ them upder your protetion. Swear to me, on the faith of a grenadier, that you will
“ not fuffer thém to be affafinated !””  The grenadiers took the oath required, and placed
the Gardes-du-Corps.in the mid(t of them.

But, at fome diftance from thence, the populace, who had quitted the palace, enraged
at their difappointment, and admirably feconded by the militia of Verfailles, had feized -
another party of the Gardes-du-Corps, and were preparing to maflacre them. “The de-
fire of rendering their execution more fplendid and crucl, by murdering them under the
windows of the king's apartment, fortunately proved the means-of preferving the Jives

13 Journal Politique, &¢. tom. ii, p, 274.~Faits relatifs A la derniere infurreétion, p. 26.

™ The Parifian goards had already declared that they would not ufe force againft their fellow-citizens, in wifich
‘C‘ﬁﬂp‘&“ ineluded all the banditti who were now in and-about Verfailles; and a few of them had, that very
morping, afforded afpecimen of the difpofition and conduét to be expeéted from the whole; for being.on duty peus
the {pot _:lvhuu Hﬁm de Huttes and Varicourt were fo hm:barcmﬁy murdered, and in full fight of that ichuman
tranfaction, no principle of generofity or fympathy conld induce them to interfere, or make the fmalleft atempt
to fave them, And theugh they were now, by the earneft perfuafions of their general, led to the adoption of a
different line of condu; with regard to thofe brave men, nothing could urge them to inflict on their alfaffins that
punifbment which they o richly merited. .
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of thefe devoted vitims. An officer of the Paris militia refcued gight of them; and
among thofe that remained were fome brigadiers, grown grey in thefervice, who thus
-addrefled the furrounding crowd—¢ Qur lives are in your hands; you may put us to
¢ death; but the period of our exiftence will only experience a trifling abridgment, and
« we fhall not die difhonoured.”—This fhort harangue produced a kind of revolation
in the minds of the mob. An officer of the national guard, affected by the dignified ex~
preflions and venerable air of thefe military veterans, threw his arms round the neck of
the oldelt of them, and exclaimed—¢ ' We will never maflagre fuch brave men as you !”
His example was followed by {ome other officers of the Paris militia.
-
At that inftant, the king, who, accompanied and protefted by La Fayette, had gone
Ahrough the palace~=his mind being fo occupied by the danger of his guards, that it could
dwell on wo other fubject than that of recommending them to the mercy of the crowd,
with affurances to all that they were unjuftly accufed-——went to a balcony, and repeated
the fame interceffion to the mob below. The guards who were near his perfon, anxious
“to fave the lives of their comrades, threw down their belts to the people, and, grounding
their arms, exclaimed, *¢ Vive la nation?” - The condefcenfion of the king, and the con-
«duét of his guards, produced a tranfitory effet, by flattering the pride, and foftening the
ferocity of thele tigers, who now made the courts of the palace, and the whele extent of
‘the Place d’Armes, refound with repeated cries of ¢ Vive /e voi !’ In a moment the vic-
tims, who were on the point of being maffacred, were embraced by the mob, and carried,
in a kind of triumph, under the windows of the royal apartment; while the guards
above were invited to join their comrades. The invitation was accepted ; and they
were loaded with carefles by that populace, who had fo lately been anxious to aflaffinate
them, and who, foon after, took a barbarous pleafure in expofing them to every kind of
infult and degradation.

Though the people had condefcended to promife that they would murder no more of
the Gardes-du-Corps, they did not lofe fight of the principal obje& of their enterprize ;
but infifted, in the moft derrrmined manner, that the king fhould fix his refidence at
Paris. La Fayette communicated this demand to his majefty, who, alarmed, Tolicited,
prefled on all fides, at length complied, and promifed to depart for the capital at noon.
This promife was foon notified to all the parts of the crowd, by papers immediately dif-
perfed for the purpofe; and the acclamations of the people were anfwered by the dil-
charge of cannon and mufquetry. His majefty appeared at the balcony to confirm his

promifes

On this fecond appearance, the joy of the Parifians was no longer confined within
bounds, but difplayed itfelf under a thoufand hideous forms. They fcized the Gardes-
du Corps, to whom they had fo recently granted their lives, tore off their uniform, and
made them put .on the drefs of the national guard; after which they were referved as
| prifoners,
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prifoniers, or hoftages, deftined to embellifh the triumph of the vi®ors. The militia of
Paris and that of Verfailles continued, for fome hours, to congratulate each other in a
manner that wag peculiarly infulting to their fovereign and his family, The monfter,
with the pointed cap and long beard, whom we have before noticed, ftrutted about the
place before the palace, oftentatioufly exhibiting his face and hands, covered with the
blood of the Gardes-du-Corps, and lamenting that he had been brought to Verfuilles to
cut off only two heads **.  But nothing could equal the inhuman delirium of the Poif-
fardes ; threc of them were feated on the body of a murdered Garde-du-Corps, eating, or
rather devouring, the fief/h of bis borfe, which their companions cut up and prepared for them;

weaashile ghe Parifians were dancing around them* !/ By their tranfports, their geftures, their
inarticulate and barbarous cries, Lewis the Sixteenth, who beheld them from his win-
dow, might have faucied himfelf king of the cannibals, and of all the Anthropophagi of
the New World,

Soon after, the mob and the militia, as if anxious to encreafe their intokication by a
frefh inftance of fuccefs, roared out, with the utmolft violence and indecency, for the
queen,- La Fayette, accordingly, went for her. She hefitated a moment, and afked if
her prefence were neceflary to appeafe the people? He aflured her it was,.— Then"—-
faid the—* I would go, even if I were fure that went to execation,” She agcording-
1y qlpem-.d in the balcony, accompanied by the dauphin and his fifter ; but twenty thou-
fand voices inftantaneoully exclaimed, ‘“No children!” §he thercfore fent the children
away, and remained in the balcony alone. "Then her air of dignified majelty in this
ftate of humiliation ; and this proof of her courage in an obedience fo perilous—for in
the depofitions given before the Chitelet it is teftificd, that muskets were, at that very
time, feen levelled in the crowd, which appeared to the deponents to be pointed divedlly at the
gqueen—ioftened, by dint of furprize, the ferocity of the mob; and fhe was reccived with

univerfal applaufe,

15 Journal Politiqne, &c. tom. ii. p, 278.~Faits relatifs i Ia derniere infurrettion, p. 27,

¥ Journa! Politique, p. £78, 289.—~M. Mounier fays—* 1 fhall not enter into the particulars of various feenes of
* horroryworthy of the moft atrocious cannibals, which pafled in prefonce of the sational militia, whonever made
¢ the fmalleft attempt to. lppruhnd or punifh the mifereants.” —The inhabitants of the provinces were fo far de-
eeived, that numbers of them were convinced that the Paris militia had marched to Verfailles for the fole purpofe
of preventing, diforders. They knew not that on the fifth of O&ober there had been an infurreétion at Paris ;
that the tawnshoule had been befieged; that the militia had forced their general to place himfulf at their head ; and
MMMqu in the middle of the night. Itis true, that, at laft, they protected the gunrds, by in-
terceding for 1+ but they did not attack, any one of the Brigands whole crimes they had witnefled. On the
cOntrary, sbeir vather temded to envourage than intimidate the affuffins; and, doubtiefs, nothing but the fear of dif-
pleafing them d have influenced the order for the retreat of the guards ftationed on the terrace; or could have
induced thofe who remained at their pofts to fuffer themfelves to be maffacred without making any defence—It
Mnﬂmwmw mﬂinsl--&iu relatifs 4 Ja derniere infurrodtion; p, 27. note,
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After the king and queen had retired to prepare for theix remaval to the metropolis, a
confiderable degree of agitation was difcernible upon the Place 4’Armes, among the
factious, who were in defpair at having miffed their blow; and the demagegues, who were
in raptures at this laft viStory of the pcople. Lifts of profeription were induftrionfly
circulated among the mob, on which wére infcribed the names of the moft virtuous mem~
bers of the Aflembly.

The duke of Orleans, who muft be confidered as the author of thefe difturbances, had

paffed the preceding evening at Paffi, in company with madame de Sillery, whither his

emiffaries and couriers were continually arriving from Verfailles, with the news of w
was paffing at the palace and at the National Affembly'”. In the morning, between
the hours of fix and feven, he was himfelf prefent in difguife among the mob who were
deftined to attack the palace, and to whofe leaders he was revealed by certain diftinguifh-
ing marks or fignal. The principal fervice which this illuftrious mifcreant intended to-
perform, was, flom his intimate knowledge of the interior of the palaco, to lead the
banditti by the neareft way to the royal apartments ; in which cafe, it has been fuppofed,
and the juftice of the fuppofition cannot reafonably be doubted, that all that part’of the
royal family would have been inftantly facrificed. Fortunately, however, his heart, ac-
cording to its ufual cuftom, is faid to have failed when he arrived-at the feene of altion;
and he accordingly flunk away from his affociates, whofe numbers, vielence, and fero-
city, might poffibly tend to-enereafe his terror.  Mirabeau, enraged at what he confider-
ed fach fhameful.conduét in his patron, is reported to have made the following farcaftic
oblervation—¢ That man conftantly carries a cocked piftol loaded with mifchief in His
“ hand, but his cowardice is fo extreme that he never can draw the trigger.”—The
duke d’Aiguillon, it is alfo confidently affirmed*’, was one of the perfons who mixed
with the mob, difguifed in woman’s apparel ; a circumftance which. joftifies the fufpi-
cions which have been before thrown out, of the purity of thofe motives which infla-
enced the facrifices he voluntarily made on the night of the fourth of Auguft.

Atcight o'clock in. the morning, and before he had given his word to follow the re-
wcls to Paris, the king had exprefled, to fome of the deputies of the nobility, his carnefl:

31 Journal Politique, &c. tom. ii. p. 243s ~

3% The private information we have received, on the {ubjeét of this nobleman’s condu&, on this too mblt
eccafion, does not permit us to doubtthe truth of the affirmation. Could we conceive ourfelves juftified, in any
eafe, in departing from the rigid duty of s hiftorian, we might, probably, have been induced to fupprefs this fact,
from the hope that the fubfequent emigration of the duke has been influenced by a convition of the impropriety
of his connections and proceedings, at the commencement of the Revolution: but we are too fenfible that the
fuicteft regard to vm:ycoamuws our. firfk duty, f0t 10 make ity in all cdhswhnmw, rifopmd?uhm
ether confideration. (ot oo
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wifh to have all the members of the National Aflembly around him, in order that they
might affit him with their advice at fo alarming a crifis. Thefe deputies haftened to
the prefident’s apartments, who had juft been awakened by a perfon that brought him a
note from onc of the members, couclied in thefe terms—*¢In the name of God, fave my bro-
ther, whom the people are about to maffacre;” on their way, the deputies requelited fome of
their affociates whom they met to repair to the palace; they even went to the hall,
where having found a confiderable number of members affembled, they communicated to
them the king’s defire, in the name of the prefident, Mirabeau obferved, ¢ ?7:::{ the pre-
Jident could not  make them go to the palace, without deliberating.” The galleries, filled
“ith the dregs of the capital, fupported their friend Mirabeau, and declared that the
members thould not quit the hall, |

‘About ten o’clock the prefident took the chair, and formally ammounced the king’s de-
fire; when Mirabeau faid=~*¢ That it was beneath the dignity of the Affembly to go to
¢ the king; that the palace of the fovereign wasno place for debate; that their delibe-
¢ rations would be expofed to fufpicion ; and that it would be fafficient to fend a depu-
“ tation of fix-and-thirty members.

. This obfervatiom was equally marked by folly *and hypocrify. To talk of the dignity
of the Affembly, after it had been reduced to the loweft poffible cbb of degradation;
after it had bafely fubmitted to be ditated to, jo have laws impofed on it, by the meaneft
and moft profligate mifcreants in the kingdom; after it had fuftained all thofe infults
which had reduced it almoft below contempt, to talk of its dignity was to infult the com-
mon fenfe of mankind! Befides, could it be decmed derogatory to that dignity to wait
'on the chief of the nation? Or was dignity alone to be confulted at fuch a time? The
king was on the point of being forcibly carried off’ from his palace, and perhaps mafla-
cred ; he afked for affiftance and advice, and they pretended to dread the influcnce of his
authority, when he was not even fure of his life ! The king, too, by imploring the aid
of the Affembly, furnifhed them with an opportunity of proving that they were not in
league with the Brigands; and fome of the members, whofe addrefs was not equal to
their evil defigns, made them, by refufing to comply with his requeft, lofe that op-
portunity, The prefident, M. Mounier, in vain protefted againft the refufal ; in vain
did he infift that their dignity confifted in difcharging their duty ; that they had no duty
to’fulfil that was more facred than that of attending the king in the hour of danger; and
that if they megleQed to fulfil it, they would fubjec themfelves to eternal reproach ;
they did not attempt to anfwer his arguments, but contented themfelves with dividing
the honfc, wl:en the majority voted for the deputation. .

Aa they were employed in fclcamg the meinbers who were to compofe it, they re-
ﬂlved information, thit his majefty, reduced to the Jaft extremity, had cogaged to ac-
g1a . company

Ny
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company the Brigands and Parifian. heroes to the capital. Witheut enquiring into. the
circurnftances which had induced the king to adopt a refolution fo extraordinary, that
{ame Mirabeau who had infifted that fix-and-thirty deputies were fufficient for him, in
the hour of peril, now propofed that he fhould have an huudred to witnefs his captivity ;
and, though he had refufed to beone of the members of the firflt deputation, which might
have been expofed to fome danger in affilting the king, he offered himf{elf as one of the
fecond, which was onlydeftined to degrade his majefty, by fwelling the train of hiscon~
querors. He, at the fame time, moved, though without fuccefs, that an addrefs to the
provinces fhould be publifhed by the Affembly, to tell them—rhat the veffel of the flate
was about to rufh forward with greater rapidity than ever, towards its regeneration. Mouz .
nier declares, that the joy of Mirabeau, Barnave, and others of the moft violent leaders,
was {o extreme, as to become indecently apparent; whilft the members on the other fide,
expeting every moment to be furrounded with an armed rabble, trembled for their lives,
and dared not utter a word.—To pafs away the time, it was decreed, that the National
Affembly was infeparable from the king ; after which any trifling bufinefs that could be
thought of was brought forward, to afford fome appearance of debating until the bufinels
at the palace was entirely over. !

It was one o’clock before the king left Verfailles, and the mob had, for fome time, ex-
prefled, in loud murmurs, their difconfent at the delay, The pfoccﬂ'.ion which now
commenced has been juftly charaterized as one of the moft degrading and mclancholy
of which there is any record in hiftory. -The fovereign of one of the greateft, moft
powerful, and moft fplendid monarchies in the univerfe, governing a people long and far re-
nowned for arriving near the fummit of civilization, learning, arts and fcience; a nation,
likewife, particularly famed for the valour, generofity, and rare attention to henour,
which has diftinguifhed its nobility, through a coutfe of ages; and yet this fovereign,
without foreign invafion or war; without any awowed domeftic competitor for his throne;
and even without any acknowledged rebellion of. his fubjeéls, was, in the face of day,
with his queen and family, dragged from his palace, and led captive, in favage trinmph,
by bands of the meaneft and moﬁ cpntempnble ruffians and- proﬂlgates, of both fexes, in
_ hu domm:ons 44

i

At the hud of the proceﬁon march«! the main bo&y of the Pam mihtia, every foﬂ-
dier cavrying a loaf fixed to the point of his bayonet ™. “Then followed thofe
the Poiffardes, drank with joy and wine, carrying branches of trees decorated with. nh-
bands; fome of them fat aftride on the cannon ; others Were on horfeback, having on
their heads the hats belonging to the Gardes-du-Corps : a part wore cmraﬂ'es, before and
behind ; -and another part were mnedmth fabres and mufkets. They were furrounded.

/

by

v ks ."}_mmqpe, &c. tom, il, p. 20,
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by the multitude of Brigands and Parifian workmen; and in the midft of them marched

two ruffians, with naked arms ftained with human blood, bearing long pikes, to the ends
of which were fixed the mangled heads of the two life-guards who had been murdered
in the morning *%; and thefe, it is faid, were frequently and defignedly exhibited before
the windows of the carriage which conveyed the swoyal captives, whofe cars were def-
tined to be fhocked, not lefs than their eyes, by the moft oblcene, favage, and horrid ex-
preflions, ufed by the beafts of women, in the hearing of the queen.

A number of carts loaded with corn and flour, which the mob had feized at Verfailles,

~~fermed a convoy, which was followed by the grenadiers, who had tuken pofleflion of the
“ Gardes-du-Corps, whofe lives the king had redeemed. Thefe gallant men, treated as

captives, were difarmed, and marched, one by one, on foot, and with their heads unco-
vered, Before, behind, and on either fide of the royal carriages, were the dragoons, the
regiment of Flanders, and the Cent-8uiffes. The king was accompanied by the queen,
the reft of the royal famnly, two prelates of the council, and the governefs of his
children.

As if this proceflion were not, of itfelf, a fufficient infult and degradation to fallen
majefty, a journey of four leagues was protra&ted to fix hours. Their departure fram
Verfailles was cclebrated by the militiaof that place and of the capital, by a general dif-
charge of mufquetry, “as a mark of triumph after gaining a battle*.” At certain fixed
diftances the whole proceffion ftopped, and the difcharges were repeated, when the Poif~
fardes, quitting their cannon and their horfes, formed themfelves into cireles around the
mangled heads of the Gardes-du-Corps, which they contemplated with ferocious joy,
and immediately before the king’s carriage, where they danced ; uttered the moft hotrid
yells ; embraced the military partners of their crimes, and fang licentious fongs, the un-

varied burden of which was, ¢ Pvici le boulanger, la boulangere, et le petit mitron™ /"  On
' ' s . tha

.

% One of thefe unhappy vlanns, the young chevalier de Varwou:t, was brother to the marchionefs de Vil.

lette, fo much admired, and fo celebrated, by Veltaire. U
35 Fairs relatifs 3 la derniere infurretion, p. 31.

ey Hn are tha bakery the buber's wifey and the buker's Tittle foreman’ =1t would be difficult to find, in any hiftory
whm. a more grofs mifreprefentation, a more fhameful perverfion of ﬁ&, than the following defeription of
this hetrid proceffion exhibits :—* During the progrefs all was gaiety and joy among tho foldiers and fpeéiators
“and fuch was the refpe in which the French nation flill held the name and perfon of their king, that the multitude wero fu-
“ perftirionfly perfuaded that the royal prefence would a@ually put 4n end to the famine, - The popular exclamation

™ @ was, 3 they proceeded along, “ We ace bringing the bakery the baker’s wife, angl the baker’s little journey-

Y man."—=Hifiory of the Revelutiony tor. i. p. 249.
This i6 the firlt time we have feen a brutal infult conftrued lmoi;ukof rcfpoﬁ'; or the gentle expreffion of”
“all was gaiety and joy” applied to fuch fcenes of abomination, as were exhibited by the ruffians asd furies of
Paris, during this proceffion. By the fame rule, we fuppofe, we fhall be tald that the allaflios who difcharged their
mhumdibuqd cm'hn!—i fact conﬁmﬂlbyll. Lally on no lefs irrefragable cvidence than cadar.
donor!yatiin—e
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the high road, not far from'Paﬁ'y. flood the duke of Orleans®, like the great father of
fin, contemplating, with malignant joy, the fatal effelts of his own infernal machi-

nations !

Such was the manner in which Léwis the Sixteenth, king of France, was forced from
the refidence of his anceftors by the murderers of his fervants, and conveyed, by a rebel
army, a captive to his metropolis !

Haec finis Priami fatorum, hic exitus.

Tt was feven o"clock when the proceffion reached the gates of Paris; the royal family
. were immediately condu&ed to the town.houfe, amidft the thouts and cries of a mad po-
pulace, who had been waiting feveral hours for their prey. The king was harangued by
Moreau de Saint Mery, who expoftulated at large on the inviolable loyalty and fidelity
of the Parifidns, of which, it muft be confefled, they had juft given a notable example.
After pafling a confiderable time at the town-hall, their majefties were conduted to the
old palace of the Louvre, which had remained uninhabited fince the daysof Lewis the
Fourteenth,and where not the fmalleft preparation had been made for their reception, Mon-
fieur and his confort eftablifhed their tefidence at the Luxembourg. The city was illumi.
nated, and the remainder of the night was paffed by the Parifians in teftifying their joy
at the vi€tory they had obtained over their fovereign, by indulging in every cxcefs of -
centioufnefs ; while the heads of the two Gardes-du-Corps were oftentatioufly difplayed,
in‘all the ftreets of the capital **.

“When all the circumitances of horror and iniquity, preceding and attending the dif-
graceful tranfactions of the fixth of O&ober, are confidered, it appears almoft impoffible
that men could be found with minds fo firangely formed as to contemplate the fcene with
joy and exultation. Ygt doftor Price feems to have regarded it as the laudable effort of
a people * indignant and refolute, fpurning at flavery, and demanding /Jiberty with an
¢ irrefiftible voice : their king led in triumph, and an arbmar) monarch furrendering
“ himfelf to his fubjeéls.”—This rhapfody, (for whatother denomination can it deferve ?)
is marked by falfhood and mifieprefentation. Noone feature of liberty is to be difcern-
e in the machinations of the faction thar projected, or in the proceedings of the,mob
that condudted, this abominable triumph,—* L:hﬂj’ yr'the citizen of Geneva—
“ muﬁ almz)c follow the fmocf thcbm; it nuﬁ*w pcnﬁ with dwm.” But, |

- '!

“ domenfhration——only meamnt to give W:demm andmmerycr"ﬂ&!uqu
“ g Ja Lanterne I was a more effufion of immscent wirth !

‘Iljmw e tom, il Pe 291 N‘!lhm, in. P m
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in this inftance, the laws were difobeyed ; all the conftituted authorities oppofed ; and
the firft principles of that declaration of rights, which the French themfelves confidered
as the pledge and {urety of their liberty, violated. We bave feen, in the firft place, the
feat of municipal juftice invaded ; next, the conftitutional commander of the military
threatened and controlled ; and, ‘la&ly, the perfon of the monarch, fo folemnly proclaim-
ed facred and inviolable, attacked; his refidence, and the feat of the National Af-
fembly, forcibly entered; his lawful defenders barbaroufly murdered, and himfelf and fa-
mily dragged, in captivity, to the capital! In fhort, every part of thefe proceedings was
marked by a fpirit of licentioufnefs abfolutely defiruétive of all rational freedom.—Li-
_uerty, heaven-born goddefs ! eternal object of our veneration! it was not at thy fhrine,
- unftained by the blood of virtue, the bafe Parifians bowed their guilty heads l—~No, the

bafe detraltors robbed thee of thy name, and gave it to an hideous idol of their own
creation ! ‘ .

The application of the epithet arbitrary to the unhappy Lewis, at this period, is arv
infult to common fenfe, and could only be ufed as a neceflary fan&tion to the exultation
exprelled by the preacher at feeing him led in triumph. Defpoiled not only of every part
of his power which could be employed to the prejudice of the national welfare, but firip«
ped even of many of thofe prerogatives which weré effentially conducive to the real in-
terefis.of the nation, this unfortunate monarch, fo far from being defpotic, was himfelf
the victim of defpotifim|—Strong, indecd, muft be the current of prejudice, when even
the pulpit is proftituted to the propagation of calumny!

On the evening of that difaftrous day, in which the king was torn from his family, the
broken remnants of the middle or moderate party in the National Affembly, of whem
Mounier was the head, and who had endeavoured to eftablifh what they conceived tor
be the fafeftand moft permancnt fyftem of liberty for the people, under the form of a
limited monarchy, to be regulated and kept within proper bounds by a conflirution bear-
ing fome refemblance to that of England, held a meeting, at which it was ftated, that
having long, with great peril to themfelves, difcharged their duty as honeft men, in en-
deavouring to ftem the torrent of republicanifin; to defeat the unavowed, and therefore
more dangerous, defigns, of fome of the factious leaders; to eftablifh the liberty of the
people, and, at the fame- time, to preferve the proper and neceffary rights of the mo-
narchly inviolate; that after this long and virtuous flruggle, it was now a matter of
gricvous refle@ion to perceive, not only that all their efforts were fruitlefs, but that a

== dire&ly contrary and moft dangerous flate of affairs had taken place, They faw the
monarchy ovesthrown ; the king a prifoner, not merely to-his own fubjects, confidered
generally. as. fuch, but toithe rabble of Paris; while his life hung fufpended by a hair,
which it was in” the power of every ruffian to fnap or to cut in a moment. They faw
that Liberty for which they had fo much contended now placed.in. fuch a-train, that\:[:' _
i e iy - caules
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cavfes produced their proper effe@s, it was likely to be deftroyed before hﬂw .
ly formed. The National ﬂﬂ\'embly muft now remove to Partis, which had, ﬁrfm
time, been the prime wifh and chief objec in view, with fome of |the moft dangerous of .
the faftious leaders who ruled that body. In Paris, the reprefentatives of the people
would become as abfolute prifoners as the king; and France. would be governed by
laws framed by thefe leaders, and enforced on the Affembly by the terror of their inftru-
ments, the cabals and mobs of the capital. As for themfelves, the purity of their views
and the integrity of their conduét could not preferve them from continual danger, and
menace to theirlives; indeed, it was, unhappily, fhewn too clearly, that thefe werequali-
tics mow fo little regarded, that they could procure neither efteem nor fafety. The
queftion now for them to confider was, whether, having fulfilled the duty they owed to
the public to the utmoft of their power, but without effect, and finding affairs now in a
ftate which not oMly rendered them totally ufelefs for the prefent, but which cut off all
~ hope of their ever being otherwife under the prefent {yftem, they fhould, notwithftand-
ing, perfeveré in the fame fruitlefs toil, and devote their lives, without a competent ob-
_jed&t, by placing them in the hands of the Parifians; or whether they fhould at once fe~
cede from the Aflembly, and fubmit their condud, along with the caufes of this proce-
dure, to their conftituents, as well as to the public at large?

The greater part of the members pmfcnt, notwithftanding thefe reafons, in the vera-
city of which they all equally agreed, were yet unwilling to abandon their feats. Mou~
aier and Lally-Tolendal were at the head of the feceders *. .

25 M. de Lally-Tolendal, in hisfecond huumnﬁim&.:ﬁ;uthefdhmn‘wudmbrhhwa—
“ 1 was no longer able toendure the horrar I experienced at the fight of that blood—thofe heads—that queen wewrly
“ maffacred—that king, carried off as a flave, entering Paris in the midft of his affaffins, and preceded by the heads
“ of his unfortunate goards : MMM]MM thofe aflaffins, thofe female canaibals, that cry of “ AL
“ TuE piswors To THE LANTHORN ! afthe moment that the king was entering his capital, with two prelates of his
* council in the carriage with him : & mufler which 1 far fired ints one of the queen’s carvicgar: M. Bailly calling ‘that a
“ Gloricun day '—The Alfombly having coolly declared, i the moming, Mhsuhmyﬂhwhhd&dq
1o go wn abody and farround the king: M. Mirabeau obferving, with impunity, in that Affemibly, that the veffa!
¢ of the Rate, far from being impeded in her courfe, would rufh “WMWW
“it: regeneration : M. Barpave laughing with him, while blood were flowing around us: the virtuows
:: r.::nh\mmubuly efcaping from twenty mmhma mnWm&hh

“ This it was that nwlunhnr wmwﬁﬁhMWUMWmM)’

“whaulludmhnwmww voice ;
' '“Hmi&,tadaﬂhm\-um. qﬂ; wm

“ leave it No idea of fear ever entered my bead: if it bad, T fhould be afhar
“the rond [he was one uf the deputation that (companied. the king to Paris) from the people, lefs cri
“ than thofe who had excited their fury, acclana jons ﬁmmmmmmﬁﬂa
# made me thudder, !tnmﬂu%h y the dight
“ of blood; that I yieléed A man may brave death once; he may face it many tmes, vhen his cousage caa be of
“ ufg ta hh,mm unmmaﬂcﬁmuﬁlmw_ rimn '-3"3"'-'
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But before Mounier had quitted the prefident’s chair, he had the addrefs, with the for-
vent aid of his friends, to carry a very impertant refolution, and which there was little
reafon to expe@ would have been paffed. This was an order for an enquiry into the
horrid maffacre, intended, and actually commenced,on the fixth of Oétober, and for profe-
cuting the authors thereof, This was the foundationof all the proceedings which were
conducted in the Chételet upon the fubject; and though fubftantial juftice was not
obtained, nor probably could be expeéted, yet it could not fail to produce fome good ef-
fe€t, by convincing the perpetrators of wanton and unprovoked murders, that they

- might not always be fafe in the gratification of that horrid propenfity ; and reminding
them, that public enquiries, and public profecutions, were not pleafant matters to play
with. It would have done much honour to the National ‘Affembly, would have pre-
vented much well-founded reproach, which will not wear off while the mewory of any
of their aéls continue, and would have prevented a&s which will be an eternal ftain to
their country, if they had paffed, and fupported with vigour, many fimilar refolutions ;
inftead of turning accounts of the moft inhuman murders to ridicule, and fhamefully
joking upon the purity or impurity of the blood thus fhed,

Nothing, at the fame time, can afford a ftropger demonftration of the homage paid
to Mounier’s character, and of the awful afeendancy which virtue holds even over thofe
who abhor its name, than that he fhould have been able to carry a refolution fo abhor-
rent to the difpofition of all the principal leadef's of the faGtions j==they evidently fhrunk
before it. He has declared himfelf, that the refle€tion of his having carried this mea-
fore of humanity and juftice was no {mall folace to him in his fubfequent troubles and
misfortunes. This was his laft public a& : and he, whe had not long fince been one of
the moft popular men in the kingdom, was, at no diftant period, deftined to fly from his
country, and to retire to Geneva for the prefervation of his life. This obligation he
owed to Barnave and otherof his brother deputics, whe, unable to refift or endare his
virtue when prefent, took care to prepoffefs the minds of the people fo effeiually
againit him, as to prevent the poflibility of his being ever again troublefome.

Mounier was, with refpeét to ftritnefs of integrity, purity of principle, love and ad-
miration of virtue, undoubtedly the firft man in the Affembly. In talents and abilitics
hc was {econd to none in that body ; but having more fubftance than fhow in them, they
were by no means calculated ad captandum vulgus ; fo that his popularity muft have arifen
from the ‘eneral fenfe entertdined of his virtue. He was an enthufiaftic lover of Ji-
bérty, and _u determined a foe to tyranny in every fhape and form ; but the liberty which

"NHV a w deaths a n'hmlle; and to perifh through defpair and rage, in the mid®t of samply, and crimes
" which I have beer unable to prevent.—They will profcribe me; they will confifcate my gy t] will cul-
* tivate the carthy and fo¢ thom 5o morey=-Such ismy juftification.

3 K he
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he adored, and wifhed to eftablith, was a rational and regular one, fenced in with infu-
perable reftraints againft its degenerating into licentioufnefs and anarchy, as well as with
impaffable mounds againft the inroads of defpotifm. His ehief faults in- political affairs
were too great a degree of refinement, too great a partiality for fpeculative doétrines, and
a pertinacity in adhering, fometimes too ftrongly, to his own opinions.

Mounierdeclared to a few particular friends, at his departure from Paris, how much
ke was opprefled by the melancholy refleftion, that all his efforts in favour of liberty
had-only ended in enflaving France to the defpotifm of faétion, inftead of the defpotifmu ...
of royalty.

Two faltions, with views totally different and’incompatible, had contributed’in pro-
moting the late diforders and violence. The republican levellers intended, by the re-
moval to Paris, to place the unhappy fovereign fo entirely in their own power, and, by
the aid of the Parifians, to purge the Aflembly fo-totally of all who oppofed them, that-
neither the king, the nobles; nor the clergy, could find it poffible afterwards to defend"
any of their rights, not only by arms, but even by legal refiftance. And they well faw
that the bare name of the king, whish did not produce tlie fmalleft benefit to himfelf,
might be turned to great account by affording fome fantion to their procszedings, and”
thereby become a moft ufeful infirument in the confirmation of their-powers Upanr
thefe principles, no defigns that affeéted the king’s life could originate in this party:

The other faétion, of which the duke of Orleanswas the real; but Mirabeau the of~
tenfible, head, and the leaders of which were generally called the Cabal, held very dif+
ferent views, though they purfued the fame means, and ufed the fame inftruments, the
mobs of ‘Paris, for their attainment. The firft, as we have feen, wiflied to-confine
the king, perhaps for life, within the walls of the capital; but the fecond hoped either
to procure his aflaflination, in the firft inftance, or-to terrify himinto a flight, in whicly
cafe they would have proceeded to. depofition ; and poflibly the circumftances of the
flight might have afforded an opportunity for greater and more decifive violence. Though .
thele affamed the chara&er of Republicans; and generally alted along with them, yetfa.
far were they from wifhing the overthrow of the fovereignty, that they very reluftantly
admitted even the reductions that were made in its authority; they wifhed it to continue
perfect and whole, but wanted to change the hands in whicly it was placed ; fo that hav«
ing fet up aphantom of power, which, from its weaknefs, they knew they could manage
as they pleafed, a very few of their principal leaders would be enabled afterwards to go=
vern with fupreme authority. This party was, from two caufes, particularly dangerous ;
—one was the extreme profligacy, and total want of principle, joined with a confiderable.
portion of ‘talents, of fome of the leaders; the other was the profound fecrecy with
which its obftinate views were kept concealed, fo that the real objeét of I!Opﬁrﬁlitl and
conduét was never apparcnt.

The
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The republican party were triumphant upon this occafion; and the views of the
¢abal, if not entirely feen through, were, at leaft, fo far underftood, as to excite much.
miftruft, and draw no fmall degree of odium upon their leaders.

On the morning after the king’s arrival:at Paris, all the diftri@s met at an early hour,
and orders were given to furround all the avenues of the Tuilleries, which had been
only defended, during the night, by a common guard. A thoufand troops were imme-
diately ordered on that duty, and all the gates of the palace were fecured by a train of
artillery, to prevent the poffibility of furprize or efeape. In.the evening, the diftrics of
Paris, by an affumption of power perfely confiftent with their paft proceedings, paffed a
refolution, that the regiment of the Gardes-du-Corps fhould be broken and never
more revived; and that, in future, his majefty fhould be guarded by citizens, inftead
of foldiers. '

The National Affembly had now another glorious opportunity, when the king; after
being forced from his habitation by a fa&tious mob, was confined to the precinéls of thae
palace which he had been compelled to accept for his refidence, to recover their loft dig-
nity and importance, by a proper exertion of vigour, and the difplay of a becoming fpiriz
of independence. The fhackles impofed by a democratic fation are probably more dan-
gerous, and certainly more difgraceful, than thofe of a defpotic fovereign. Hence it be~
came the Affembly to refift, with determined refdlution, the unconftitutional efforts of
the Parifians ; and boldly to demand the immediate releafe of their monarch. By the
adoption of fuch a line of conduét, they might flill have rendered themfelves refpeétable
in the eyes of all’ Europe, and have proved themfelves worthy to be the champions of
freedom ; but though their courage was fufficient to withftand the oppofition of an im«
potent king, it vanifhed before the threats of am armed multitude. The infidious de-
figns of fome, and the terror experienced by others, influenced the determination to con-
firm their former decree, whicli declared them infeparable from the king, and to repair to
Paris. Accordingly, after tranfading fome bufinefs of little moment; and preparing aw
addrefs to their conftituents, in wihiich they faid—*¢ Zhis day” (the fixth of October) ¢ i¢
“ 2 day of triumph, and the monarch is our conqueft*®,” thus reprefenting the Brigands as a.
viGtorious army, under the orders of the Affembly, they went thither, and aflembled in
the great hall of the archibifhop’s palace, which had been prepared for their reception,

. The firft ftep they took, after their arrival im the metropolis, was to fend a deputation
to the king, headed by the prefident, who addreffed his majefty in a curious fpeech, in-
which he told him, that the National Affembly, having voted themfelves infeparable
from his avguft perfon, were now led by their affe@tion to approach him, and offer hirw

% Yournal Politique, &c. tom, jik p. 99
| the!
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the homage of their immutable love and refpe@; he obferved, that the love of the
French people to their monarch had been unbounded (it muft be con‘efled they had re-
eently exhibited a fingular proof of their affetion!) ever fince that day when the public
voice hailed him the Refforer of Liberty, to which it only remained for him to add the
endearing title of \the beft friend to the nation ; atitle to which his claim was indilputable,
as the whole nation had feen his majefty firm and tranquil in-the md{t of danger, run-
ning every rifk for the good of the ftate, and fapporting and encouraging a beloved pea-
ple by his prefence and protection.  The fpeech contained many fimilar declarations

equally deftitute of fenfc and meaning.

Though the Revolation was now completed, and no vifible obftacle remained which
could check the republicans in their future career, yet the ideaof fhutting themfelves
up within the walls of the turbulent city of Paris, where a hundred thoufand pair of
jealousand fufpicious eyes were to be an eternal watch upon their conduét and actions ;
where they were to be fubjetted to the caprice of a frantic and bloody populace, who
had conftituted themfelves both judges and executioners of the law in all cafes of life and
-death ; and where the moft zealous patriot was liable to become an inftantaneous victim
to the falfeft report, or the moft unfounded fufpicion ; thefe confiderations, afting con-
jointly, -could not but “infpire a great part of the Affembly with the moft ferious and
alarming apprehenfions, and thereby tend confiderably to diminifh that fatisfattion and
exultation of pride and {uccefs, which ¢heir fignal triumph over the crown, and extreme
and abject ftate of degradation to which it was reduced, might otherwifec have afferded.

In order, by every means in their power, to guard againft this danger, which, however
“unavowed, was equally obvious to all, the Aflembly immediately pafled the firongeft re-
{olutions that could be framed, refpeting the facrednefs and inviolability of their perfons.
But thefe beng in no degree fufficient to remove the general impreflion of danger which
had taken place, {o great a number of members were continually applying for leave of
-ablence, that it feemed, at length, as if the Affembly: would be entirely deferted ; and it
was found neceflary, as a remedy for the evil, to pafs an « orde.'r or refolution, that no far-
-ther applications for leave fhould be received. ‘ " :

Thefe apprehenfions had not, however, time to wear off, before an event occurred
which (ufficiently fhewed that they were by no means ill-founded. For the Aflembly
had not been long in Paris, when thefe loyal and peaceable citizens, being perhaps appre-
henfive that their rights and anthority might, without frequent exertion, become dor-
mant, and lapfe into what the lawyers call a ftate of defuctude, determined to give their
new vifitants of the Affembly anearly {pecimen of what thofe rights and that authority
were, {o as to prevent all future miftakes about their nature and extent, and at the fame

time to afford.a ftriking nuﬁmcc of their own due qualification, from the eafe and faci-
Fovsa hty
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lity with which they adminiftered fummary juftice. There could be no want of an ob-
je& on which to difplay their juflice and dexterity, while there remained a baker ftill in
exiﬂqncc. The lot accordingly fell upon an unfortunate member of that fraternity,
named Frangois, who refided in the vicinity of the National Affembly. Accufed of
monopoly by a woman who is faid to have been nfluenced folely by perfonal enmity,
the mob forced an entrance into his houfe, and though the charge was not only proved
to be notorioufly falfe, but it was demonftrated that the man had even made uncommon
exertions to fupply the public with bread, he was dragged to the town-houfe, and, after a
fhort examination, in which his innocence was completely eftablifhed, was taken from the
magiltrates by the populace, and hanged om the Place de Gréve, in prefence of the na-
tional guard, who remained paffive fpeCtators of the whole tranfultion, or, at lealt, made
only that kind of oppofition which wascalculated rather to encourage than intimidate
the aflaffins.—The condult of thele citizen-foldiers is thus curioufly accounted for by the
« Two Friends to Liberty."—¢¢ The national guards, agitated by the fame miftruft by
¢ which the major part of the citizens were at that time tormented, and fearful of dip-
< ping ¢heir bands in the blood of their brethren, in whofe diftrefs they participated ; and
« of imcurring the guilt of homicide in order to fave one who was perhaps guilty, oppofed
¢ but a feeble refiftance *7 |!!"—It is eafly to perceive that a refiftance thus charafter-
ized muft have amounted to a pofitive encouragement. The head of the unhappy vie-
tim was feparated from his body, and being placcd on a pike, was exhibited to his wife,
then in a ftate of pregnancy, who, at the horrid fight, fell fenfelefs to the ground —The
&king and queen, anxious to foothe this unforrunate woman, fent her two thoufand
crowns, to enable her to continue the bufinefs, and undertook to become fponfors at the
baptifm of her child,

“While the Affembly were at a diftance, matters of this fort were pafled over without
concern or notice; but this tumult taking place under their eyes, and the danger feeming
already at their own doors, the alarm and apprehenfion excited by it were beyond de-
Afcription.  This paroxyim of terror, however, produced an excellent effet ; it roufed
the Affembly into a degree of exertion, the want of which had been long and lament-
ably felt; and its very excels proved the merns of infpiring them with courage. They
tlikewife could not but feel how imuch their authority and dignity were et at nought
‘and degraded ; and that public opinion, upon which every thing depended, would be
fhaken, if fo violent an outrage, committed almoft in their prefence, and as if it had been
to fhew who were in future to be their mafters, had been fuffered to pafs with impu-

_nity. Under thefe and fimilar impreffions, the Affembly immediately pafled a very cf-
fe&ive and fevere law, founded much upon the principle of the Englifh riot-act, by
wﬂhtbo nnmclpal magn&ratu were obliged to proclaim martial-law whenever the mob

27 Hiftoire de 1a Revolution de 178, ¢t de l’ltabnﬂ'cmm d'une Condtitution en France, tom. iv. p. 66
3 L proceaded
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proceeded m-oﬁtmgc i and were, befides, furnifhed with a red flag, which, upon fuch oc-
cafions, was to be difplayed from the town-houfe, as a formidable emblem of the confe«
quences which would enfoe. This regulation, notwithftanding its evident necefliry,
was moft violently oppofed by Robefpierre, Buzot, and fome other violent men, who in-
~ fifled that the penalties of the law were rather direed again{t huiger than tumult. They
" faid, that the people, when in want of bread, could not be blamed for theirviolence ; and
that it was impofiible tranquillity fhould ever be reftored until the péople fhould fee the
Nitional Affemnbly ferioufly occupied in attempts to nourith and avenge them: ‘they
urged the neceffity of eftablifhing tribunals and appointing judges for the trial of fuch
as had been guilty of /¢ze-nation; and for immediately preceeding with ‘vigour againft
eriminals of that defeription, that the Tives of the citizens might be protected againft the
refentment of a multitude driven to extremities by the impunity which the audacity of their
enemies excited®’, Some of the diftriéks of Paris, aftuated by the fame fpirit, alfo pro-
telted againft the decree, and even propofed to oblige all the citizens to throw off the na=
tional drefs, nmil it were repealed, and to fhoot 21l fuch as oppofed the repeal .  Indeed,.
it is not to be wondered at, that the people of Paris, who had fo frequently heard them-
felves proclaimed the faviours of the ftate, fhould be enraged at a law which converted
them into rebels, and which tended, hereafter, to render criminal and impra@icable thole
very means. which. the Aflfembly themfelves had rendered invincible and faered |<For-
tunately for the city, however, the decree was enforced with falutary vigour, ‘and the
rabble. hiad the mortification of beholding two of the moft notorious of their brethren,
who were concerned in the late tumult “and murder, publickly hanged. Thefe decifive
meafures produced an immediate happy effe€t; and order and quict were for fome time

eftablithed: ‘

~ About the fame time a kind of inquifitorial tribunal, entitled, a ¢ Committee of Re-
fearch,” ‘was inftituted dt Paris, for the purpofe of récciving informations and depofitions,
concerning any plots or’ confpiracies that might be difcovered ; of arrefting, in cafe of
neceflity, the parties aceufed; ‘of examining. them, and of colleéting and digefting the
proofs to be adduced againft them on theirtrial, ~ Confiderable rewards were holden out
a6 a ftimulus to the zeal of informers; in fome inftances, no lefs than fifty theufand-
Jivres were offered.  And the king, at the folicitation of the municipality, was induced
to promife a free pardon to any perfon concerned in a plot that fhould difcover his ac-
compiices,—Thus was all the odious rigour of the old: pohcuevwed. without any of its:

falatary effeéts,

Thefe regdlaﬁme were follbied'bys an-event nﬂﬁch eunlduot fail’ towﬁ&nlﬁ all ‘thofc
who were not admitted deeply into the fecrets of affairs. This was. the extraordinary
meafure of fending the duke of Orleans out of the kingdam: To render this tranfac-

*7 Hiftoire de 1a Revolution de 1789, &cs.tom, iv. p. 70 28 Idem, ibid. p. 8.
. ti”
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tion more intelligible, itis neceflary to obferve, that nothing could exceed the indigna~
tion of La Fayette at the difobedience which he experichced from his troops on the fifth
of O&ober, though fuch a circumftance was by no means calculated to excite the far-
prize of men who reflected on the nature of the national guard, its formation, and difci-
pline. All the mutval ties which fhould unite a gcncral and his army, and which h
knew to be abfolutely neceffary to the prefervation of that force which conflitutes the
utility of an army, feemed at once diffolved ;7 and, befides the difappeintment, and
wound to his pride, the perfonal fecurity of a commander feemed in a very precarious
ftate, whofe troops difdained to obey, and who made no feruple of flying in the face of
his authority and command. He well knew -that their difobedience and mutiny did not
originate with themfelves, but were produced by the machinations of the Cabal ; and he
dire€led all his indignation and refentment to their proper objedt, the father of that fac~
tion. For whatever La Fayette’s private political views might have been, there certain-
ly was nothing farther removed from them, or whjch be abhorred more, even in idea,
than that the duke of Orleans, through any convulfion, or change of cirgumﬁanécs, or
under any denomination, of Regent or otherwife, fhould ever be placed at the head of
public affairs. He faw that the feafon was highly favourable to the gratification of his
enmity ; that the views of the Cabal were thoroughly feen through, and that they had
confequently loft all influence, wclght, and confidence in the Affembly; that Mirabeau
had not been more unfortunate in his views to aggrandize his principal than himfelf;
and that his defign of forcmg himfelf into the royal adminiftration had excited difguft
and abhorrence. .

1t is fuppofed, that the leading party in the Aflembly had already derived all the bene-
fits from the duke which they wifhed, or at any time intended : his pecumiary aid had
froin the beginning been indifpenfably neceffary to the accomplifhment of their fchemes;
without it their efforts would have been fruitlefs and unavailing ; but now things were
totally changed : if his treafures had not even been pretty well exhaulted, they were
not, however, in that fiate of neceffity which once rendered them indifpenfable ; he had
peen as long the inftrument to their purpofes as was neceffary ; to continue it longer
would be folly. Befides, that his fervices were no longer wanting, his prefence was be-
coming troublefome; and might, under certain circumftances, through his influence
with the rabble, pofibly prove dangerous.

 Whether the opinion that thefe motives operated upon the Aflembly be well-founded
or not, it feems evident, that La Fayette muft have had a ceitainty of being well fup-
-ported when he ventured upon fo bold, and, feemingly, fo dangerous a meafure. He
fettled the bufinefs, like a foldier, with little ceremony, but peremptory effe. In a
Mt and fudden conference with the duke, he informed him, in a few words, that his
mfmcc m France was, at this junéture, incompatible with the good of the n mo: :
g L2 that
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that England, where he was well acquainted, was decmed the moft proper country for |
him to retive to; that a paffport from the king was ready for him; and that, to conceal -
thic real motive of his abfence, he fhouid be apparently fent to execute a private coms= -
miffion from his majefty in that cogntry. The mandate was fo peremptory, delivered
_~with fuch firmnefs, and accompanied with an air of fuch decifive authorlty, that the duke,
furprized and fubdued, fhrunk under its effe&, and, every thing being prepared, was dife-
patched to England.

Mirabeau’s rage was unbounded at this cowardly fuobmiflion, as he termed it, of the:
duke. It was given in evidence before the Chitelet, that he concluded a torrent of the
grofleft abufe by exclaiming, ¢ He does not deferve the trouble that has been taken for
¢ his fake"

As foon as the new law for reftraining the judicial violences of the mob had produced:
fome degree of order and fecurity in Paris, the National Aflembly applied itfelf clofely.
and without interruption for feveral months to the adjuftment of public bufinefs, of
which they had flill fuch abundant quantity on their hands, that, viewed as a whole, it
feemed to prefent fuch an inextricable wildernefs of jarring elements, fortuitoufly jum-
bled together, as no time or care could be (ufficient to reduce to order: fer what they had
hitherto done was rather to be confidered as an outline, containing haity fketches of
what: was farther intended, than as any completion.of the feparate parts of the defign.
But, independent of the old, which they had already in any degree gone through, they
had an infinite quantity of new matter to confider, arrange, and decide upon.

Among #lic moft remarkable of the meafures immediately adopted, was the political
annihilation, at one blow, of the two firft orders, in point of dignity, and the two moft
ancient and only original orders of the ftate; while things. were now arrived at fuch a
pafs, that this degradation of the nobles and clergy, and this total change of the confti,
tution, was effe@led withouta fingle firuggle, by afimple decree, which only annmeed.
totidem verbis, ** That.there was no longer any diftin@ion of orders.in France.” The
Affembly then. entered upon, the bufinefs.of eleftions, which required an entirely new
sode of Jaws or regulations, to render it conformable to the prefent fyftem. refer~
ence to the ancient form of ele@ing reprefentatives for the different orders onnld of
courfe be admitted or thought of. The regulations went, in the firft inftance, to the
- elettion of deputies in the primary affemblies, who wercagain (as we have already feen )

t:ﬂgre:edzq the eleion of thn?c depntm who. were to r:prefcnt the. nation in the

cmbly. § it g il 4 5o

| 'I.‘hougkkbe nzht of elecion i in the- pnmry lﬁmbherwu extended to the wtlmust
farge, that s, to every Frenchman, by birth or naturalization, (except fervants) who had
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compleated his twenty-fifth. year, and had refided onc year within the diftriét where hi:
vote was to be given, yet a fmall qualification, with refpect to 'property. was required -
entitle them to vote—viz. the payment of taxes, in any part of the Jkir;gdorn. cqynl ‘ii\;_
amount to the produce of three days labour; and this. qunllﬁcalsonwﬁqnluthaugh;t was,,,
afforded no fmall fatifaction to the friends of property dnd a government by law\. w'ho
cied that both would from thence derive fome degree of fecurity. It was. farther de-
creed, that the men thus entitled to vote in the primary aflemblies, ﬂmu}g-iqw, l;h@k-.
names regiftered in books kept for the purpofe, and fhould be cham&cxmd n;gnr thq dif~
tinétive appellation of adZive citizens. n o i 2l

The qualification of thofe who were chofen cleétors was ﬁxgd .\t. lﬁ‘emmmtnf a
contribution equal in amount to the produce of en days labour ; and it was ui{e.d.
that every candidate for the office of reprefentative fhould be.nﬂ'eﬂ'%n a mark of filver,
and be poflefled.of fome property, either real or perfonal **. ying any, even the
finalleft, attention to property, was deemed, on one fide, a conﬁ&e le point gained'; on-
the other hand, the moft violent of the republican and lcveihng,pmy werd much out of
bamour and greatly diffatisfied ar this decree; for they wanted to throw the ele@ions
into the hands of the whole people. ‘without d:ﬂm&lon. and no other d:i’quahhcmom to
operate upon votes, than thofe arifing from mfmcy. ideotifm, or ablolute mfamyof
charaQer ¥, oMl _ ,

Notmthﬁ:ndmg all that had been faid of the aIacri'i'y with wfuch the provunce; flird
rendered their peculiar rights and privileges, it now appeared that thefe accounts rquared
to be received with all the caution and doubt which were o generally neceffary with re-
fpe@ to every thu:g that was given out or publifhed at this period. Tlhe cafe indnnhl-

Huw
#9 Hiftoire de Ia Revolution de 1789, tom, iv. p. 171, 112, 113
30 The hiftorians we lat quoted, condemn all attention to property in this inftance, as, “ cputrary o the
St oquality of citizeny"" and ps  yepugmant ta_reafen and all tre principles of gevernent.” (10m. ivs p, ti4.)
“ obyious and fimple principle of population” feems likewife to meet the appmﬁnlon of ‘the authors of ﬂ!ihqg-
!!ﬂ:llmbryufthnllwohﬂm;—-ﬁ:t can any thing be more obvious or fimple than this troth—thar where the J&-
giflative body is formed on the principle of population, without any attention to property, the poor will genoratly -
lmmmm,mmmmmm-m thoogh we wifh always to fee property refpedied;.
we are by no means defirous ef feeing it endued wimmymrpnvlhmmfuhnmm\ﬁﬂuﬁriuuwub-
cuzity, and for the general welfart of tbe flaie—Thole who would defpoil property of a/its privileges, thould confi-
&nmn,bytqwn&aqmuﬁqiudmm&mﬁuw“uwmwmﬂm
Iation fo effentially conducive to the profperity of a fite, and to the hippinefs of individuss )
‘As many of the mambers had experienced thte /aconvenience of being refteained; in their operations, by theinftruc.
sionsof their ts, they now took care to provide a radical remedy for that defedl  The Affombly declared,
that each. huhhmﬁﬂendummm“efhhMMhhmtho{m
aﬂummwmﬂ abfolutely forbidden to deliver any inftructions (Cahiers) or imperative mandates o
d _ la iv. p. ¢8=The number of reprefentatives which mrm!m,
’,wuﬁﬂmmmnm oty .

el LETRAL ’ . .
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cd!y was, that as the deputies of the privileged provinces were generally among the moft
forward in framing or adopting all the political noveltics of the prefent time, fo they
made but little feruple in facrificing the rights of privileges of their conftituents to their
own peculiar do&trines or defigns; and that this conduét, not being at all approved by
_~gfeat numbers of people in the countey, their diffatisfaétion occafioned thofe difficulties
which the Affembly now experienced ; and which were, indeed, fo confiderable, that it
fecemed as if that body had been only commencing the bufinefs. That it was deemed really
ferious appears from the democratical writers, who inform us, that the diffatisfaltion
upon this fubje&t in the provinces, afforded the only ftrong ground of hope which the
ariftocrates now pofleffed; ¢ For, finding themfelves unable to deftroy the kingdom,
¢ they had, however, the confolation left, that by this means they might be able to
« diftract it.” ‘ .
*

The divifion of pow:cr was too unequal to admit of any great conteft ; nor was any
particular a& cither done, or imputed to, the ariftocrates. The Aflembly, to render
every thing novel, and to deftroy all veﬂ:iges of whatever paffed before their own reign,
{ucceeded in expunging the term ¢ Province” from the French vocabulary. They di-
vided the kingdom into eighty-three ,gcometncai portions, of about three hundred and
twenty four fquare leagues each, which were diftinguifhed by the appellation of De-
partments ; and thefe were fubdivided into other portions, under the name of Diftricts
and Caotons, Thus, by cutting off a few heads under the name of previnces, a new
multiplied generation {prang ap, likesthofe of the Hydra, which became in due time
fufficiently troublefome in their management; and thus the geography of France being
totally changed, and rendered as obfolete in an inftant as that of Gaul under Julius
Cmfar, new maps became neceflary, to trace out or diftinguifh places with which we
were the moft intimately acquainted.

This meafure has been juftly termed—<¢ The wild excefs of reform, where nothing
<t that is old can be good, but where alteration is {ynonimous to improvement, and where
- aovclty means excellence #,” It muft, "however, be acknowledged, that whatever

A1 Rabaud de Saint Etienne, who was then a member of the ¢ Oommme of Conftitation,” publithed a book
&t this period, entitled “ Nouvelles Reflexions fur la nouvelle Divifion du Royaume,” in which he fays ¢ All the
o exifling eftabliliments in Frmmﬁ:muy fources of mifery to the people ! We muft renovate that people if
“ we with to promote its happine(s: mmmmuw—nmmmumqmmmmm
% ners—we muft change men—we m«mmmmwammdfhm%m
- # defiroy every tling, fince every thing is to be created anew.” -

nmm.mmwuwuymmm&hm invariably affected to refpeépamthit
of J. J. Rouffean, ‘who fays—* A people, who have any morals, and, confeguently, refpeét the laws, cannot be 100
“much upon their guard againft the fpecions and dogmatical maxims of Puirosornrrs, which, by teaching them to
“# defpife the LAWE AND CUSTOMS OF THEIR COUNTRY, kad to o gencral and incvitable corvuption of marmers.” We have
lived long enough tofee Rabaud’s principle of univerfal defirustion enforced; and Reufleaw’s affertion, mmﬂw
‘the confequences of fuch philefophical maxims, completely verified ! :

*_!faulu ;





