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16. "Every foeiely, in which the fecurity' of rightl is not efiabli/h,d, nor the fepnr3~ 
.. tion of \lowers determined, 1138 no con{\ilutiGrt. 

17. " Property being an inviolable and facred right, lIo ·m~n can be (kpr' ved of it, UI1-

•• lefs when tvideAlly ex.aed by pUblic DCCel!ity, legally afcettained, ahd under the 
.. condition of a j\l~ and p"''IIiolU indemnity," 

It would be endlefs to repeat all that has been f.,id on the fu~jea: of this declaratlon~ 
by the friends and enemies to Ihe meafure; it cerrainly neither defc",ed the unqualified 
cenfure it experienced from one party, nor the indifcrimin.te commendation it received 
from tile other, That it conuined fome ftrong truths and found mnims, which had . 
been too long neglelled or defpii'ed, cannot be called in qucfiion; but the .bjtBion which 
appem to e.rry mon weigh t with it, is this, th.t it tended to ioflnte the people, .Ire.dy 
too confciolU of their own l1:rength; to IHmulate thofe who required to be checked; and . 
10 provide n !fUr inficad of a hridlt. The following apol1:ropbe, adarelred, on this fub
jell, to the National Membly, by a conteJllpOrary writer, contains much good fenfe • 

.. Legillator,s, founders of a new order of things, you feek to difplay before you th~C' 
.. metaphyflc~1 fyllem, which tiN: ancient legifi3tors bad always the wifdom to conceaL 
.. in the foundation of their edifices. Ah I be not more wife thaR nature! If it be your 
.. with that a grent people /hould enjoy the lbade, and be nourllllcd with the fruit, of 
.. the tree that you are Illnnting, de not Ita'lll lb. r •• 's t"life"! Dread, lell men, to· 
u whom you have only fpoken of their rig"", and never of th~ir dUlitS; lell mon , to-

whom the royal autbority is no longer formidable, who underlland nothing of tllO' 
.. operations of a Jegilbtive a/l'embly, and who have conceived nagger.ted h0.pe. of ir, 
.. lhould pafs from that civil equality ellablilhed by the laws, to the abfuhne equality of 
.. propert}l; from the hatred of rank, to the hatred of power; and left they/bould malfa. 
I' • cre the magi firltes as they haYe ma/f'acred the nobles! The people fCljQ.i1'Cl plain truths, 
.. and not abfirall propofitions; and, on flieir emancipation from a-long fervitude, liber
.. ty lhould be prefenled to them with caution and by degrees, at food is liven to a ere"" 
U who, holving confumed their provifion. dQring a long .oyage~are reduced to the bib. 
.. extremity. Lallly, do not forger, deputies of France, that if kinp-e/leCt their own • 
.. ruin by ''1-exorbitant loye of power, legitlati\'c ~embliel arc equ:l!ly ruined by an
.. inordinate dcfire of ionov3tioD. 

'\ &lidet, why reveal to the people troth. purely rpeculative? Thofc who will not
' . make an ill ufe of them, are the.ery perlOns who arc u well acquainted with themas 
.. yourfelves I and thofe who have not been able to find them in their own mipd~, will 
.. never comprehend them, and will31w3Ys make an ill ofe of'them. Far frOI1l telling 
.. the people that nature has made ill men e'l.ual, teU thcm, on tbe contrary, that /he 

.. has 
• • . ..... 1 
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" I\~ made them extremely unequal; t'hat one man IS born /lrong and 3J)oth~r weak; 
j .. one found and anoth~r -infirm; tbat ali are not eqllatly' ikilful and vigilnnt; and that 
...... , the chef.d·'OIuvr~of a well· regulated fociery is to render thofo equal by ' the 13w~ 

,~ whom n'aturehas rendered fo unequal in their mea~s. But Jet. theoo nor be tanght , 

I 

&< to infer., from thence ~bat. coriditions are eqllal ::, yOlll know, . yo,u 'eVel) fee what, 
.. calamities refalt fi'Om thilt falfe' idea" when th. ' people are' 'Once prepolfelfcd • . , 

• 

I
' It has, been Well ob'rerved, th3t H\'~ dedaJ'ation of I'iglml conlidered as< a oompo{ition, 
• i'bears 'evlCfe'nt marks of liane, and 1$ 'by no meanC' a l'eg\)Ja~ and! hombgeneous work., 

SOljletimes it announces riglfu; again· it I'tifci'lb.~ J'~flraint8 I here it antiCipates the b~ 
I je8s of legillation ; .r,d there it m;e8s an .ttlick .gainft defpotitln, which it could rroll 
I 'Conlifiently fllppo(e to e'xifb ...... Mirabeau's obfe~vatiorl on tbe fu~je8,hns, probably, not 
I lefs truth than wit ill it: he faid, "It would onfwOl' no orber purpOfe thalllifat of 0 pOol 

I .. , lick.1 almanaek for tile currellt year." , " • ' 
I • 

I 
, During the debates on thi' dedaration, whicl1laf\ed till the latter end of A'ugun, the 

;people of 'FraricHb-Comte had formed a refolutioh to t1)'.ltacre alf lhe 'nobilir'y; .n,hhe 
fefrival of Saint' ~artbolomew-a day already,'JHg''llntized by tl\e mnlraere of tile Hugo ... 
~ors-was 'fixed on for the execution of th;, horrid delign. The diftharge of ,four 
mufquots \Vas the dcfiincil fig!lal of alraflination; but the man who had been ap~ointed 
to fire'them, being furprizcd before hie had time tG difoh.rge the fourth, confelred the 
''Plot, and fix of. the ringleaders, three~f whom w~re {old'ieni: and three citizens; were 
feized and executed.' At the fanie periodl lire and' [word were ell'lpioyed ,in other pro-, 
"inces, to extort ''from the nobility' a renunciation of their titles : they were ./ked, 

I whether they were greatet noblemen than 'the king, who had d"kmd for Ihi TbirJ 
I iftjlatt J' Thole wbo were employr.d in burning tbe gentlemens' featl reported tbat the; 

!lad received injllnC\ionl not to leave one ftandlng, with the 'tingle exception of tlie pa. 
',bce of Verf~iUcl'1. ' -

Throllgh the ~hole cOline of its proceedings the Aa'embly ~as divided into 3 number 
'Of rc8ions or committees, to each of which was affigned fome fpecificd [lart of the new 

• 
.. JOftrll.'Il I'ollritt*. tomi I. 'r; 96, T!Ie fAIlle willieI') Cpeaki., elf ~hi, dec1arati"", In ""othor 'part oC hil 

",ork, (a,~ Thii danprou •. pieoe includes riGhts "ruth the citizens will never be Rblc to cKtrcife-; even aftet 
~ tho oompSete execUlion of lbe a"~ of ,be .Aircmbly. Icfld~).t concalns a vague l"Qe~phy{1t:.a1 duad.ne, Whic.h 
.t tb& people found unintellIgible and urollbftanclaJ. 1t became ncc'effary, therefore. in. order to, flllisFy tbat imp<> 
n tious muter, CO d.{ceruJ from thoQry and principles: the mon abi\ract, to tQnfc~\lenCC5 and applje~tion' ,he- molt 
'!' ..... ri>l, oltho Co .. roIpty oflbe people, altd of th.,abC.I.", .q .... ity p[ men." 

I, Journal PoJ.i:tiquo, tom. i. p. 13i. 
I 
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confiitution, On which it w~s to give its ol'iniou :md advice in ' a report, which then be-
. came. rubjea of general dlfcuRion. But, being refolved, as we before obferved, to begir .. , 

(/b fYlJO, arter laying Ihe foundation, they proceedeJ with tb. fupe~au1'e; when .n quef- ._ 
tion afofe, which ferved to erMte a greater divifibn of opinion, alld a re~ter "gilatio" 
in Ihe minds of Imen, than any other: it W:lS thil-'-What jba~Q( ut,bority the king 
ought t(! polrer. in the new legiO~turel-Thil quetlion operated like a Jouchnone. Ill' 
other matters, the different orders and p.rties were eonfiantly divided :tmong themfelves; 
but now every rnan waS under a nece/lity of ~voiving ~nd fupporting his principles. or of 
giving tllem \1p (or ~ver. Wh,1t h~d never happened before, the prefid9't now faw, on hi. 
righthand and 01) bif Itft, the whole A,lfcmbly arranged in two grand hotlikdivilions. and 
thefe fo n.carly poifed in poi n~ of numlx#'. th~t the moil: ellperieneed eye could not de
termi ne on which /itle the <ldvantage might lie. The conflia. were fo bani fought ~n 
both fides, fo often renewed, and fo long continued, and the fobjea of deb.te fa induf
t donOy fpread a~d univerr. lIy known, that the whole nation btcaone parties in the eon-
ten, and thediQ'ention and .gitation were not lefs among the people at Jar,!:e, \h.n it V\'.s 
wi thi n the walls of the Alreanbly.-Iliatol intra muros plCca/lir tI ,xtrd.-All the paRion. 
Wll ic had hithe)"to been in fome dell,ee fmothered, noV\' b~rll forth with greater force 
from their tefttaint, and .n~ny, fprung from rec~nt c.ufes, appeared in all the ardour of 
youth . R.b. ut acknowledges. that .. very debate in the Affianbly was now a quarrel"; 
and the. heat and violenfe without were'fiill greate" " 

,On the one f,de were .. rangerI, in the (,rn infianee, thofe who h~d, .t all time" eoo-
1idereu the f~vereign 3$ the fole and rightfullegjO~tor : J With thefe were joined a tecon,d 
defcri plion of perfon., w,ho, without elltering into the .hftraa priociple, were, from 
habi t or opinion, .uaehetl to monarchy, .od who were il:ricken with <Ireau and horror at 
the {lIdden torrent of repubJieaniflD wllieh now fo fuddenly overfpread the land ; to 
t hefe were to be auded the fmal)er b.od, who felt themfdve. art.ched by alfeClion to the 
perron of the king; and that, much more numerous, which, from 'ntcrell.ed motives, 
fCUlld ilfcl f bo~ntl at all event. to the fopport of monarchical goveramellt. But wb~t 
'eonfliulled the gre.t force on that !ide w.s the new ~ccrRion of the nobility and clergy. 
who. though rc,<Iuced in power, were Clill rcfl'ca.ble, if not formidable, from their num
her, os well as from the portion of innuence which they fliH retained. Thefe, at length 
bc<:ome fC llfible of the baleful circa. (jf IlIf it.pall tergiverfation, rolleaing, in bitterocfs 
of h ~rt, UI'OIl the m"""er in which both orders had been alterrutel y duped by the com
mOils. omllrd blindly to play their own galDe into the it hilllds and cle.rly perceivillg 
now th.t nothing lefs th.o their fin.1 ruin w .. intended, were fuUy c:.nvinted that no
t hing could av~rt that ruin, but the retaioing of fo much powc;r in the bands of the king. 

• !' EntlUb tr:m B..LioJl, p. Ut , 

• 
• as . " -.-

• 
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\as might operate. in 3 certain degree, as :I check to the prev;liling (yftem. ~nd enable him 
~ inter"ofe with eifeCt in theiT "refervation. . 

~ the otb'er fi~e •. in much clofe: and firmer ·a~ay. and m~ch better ~ffic,ered and com- .,·· 
'""'Inanded. was d,ewhole bodybf repllbl"icans,throughout !lre J<ingdom; who, notwith!landing 

the innumerabkdivHiolls "Ito which tbey were formed. and the great dilhnces,by which 
the parts were fcpnrated. were fp intimately conllcCled. and their corref~'onaence alld 
ullion fo perfeClly ell:ablilhed, that thei~ g'cn~"al movements difpL.ye,llhe facility Which 
might bave been expeCled from thofe of a lingle individual. 'With thoCe were jojn~d lIO 

f\1laU number of men. who flood iii the very (,Ilgulat pr<;diciltllellt. tbat though they join
ed·the republicans in ev~ry thing, they were ootwithllalldillg Aluched to fome ' undefined 
or ilnkoown fpccies of monarchy. but were ~n3ble thcmfclves to decide wh.t that flloultl 
be; tbefe. Jlaving no other principle of union or .Clion than one!" common fenr. that the 
crow 1\. might reCOver its former preponderance and power. could fee no other evil Clr 

danger whatever; but th.t was fo firongly impre/fed on th~ir minds. that'.it fecmed diE. 
iicult to affign what degree o( humiliat"ion 0, weaknefs it could be reduced to, whicl\ 
would prove fufficient to .re'pove their app.ehellfions. Under thi~ impreffion. Illthougll 
they were direcUy , ad.erfe, to repubJicnniCm i,\ principle. their cOl1yuCl procluced the 
f~rqe effea 3 if they had been the w.arl\lc/l: and Ill?!l dctermi,neil zo.lot$ ill the cauCe; 
nor were they awakened (rom this delulion till the bulil)cfs was over. when their opi-
nion and .aion were as Ilfelefs as theil repentanCe. • 

• • 
But that great 'power which over'Toled all others in the kingdo'm. that.,tur1>ulent 

metropolis, which cotlt3ined within its wall a numerOIl$ nation of its OIVO. was not 
oilly fufficieot to tum. but abCo/utdy directed tbe managemen! of. the fcate in all cafes 
as it liked. Pa"is. therefore. little needed the aid of iU I1rovillcial affi!lallts, fuch as 
Rennes ill Brittany, which maintained a cloCe an~ regular correfpondcllce with the pa
triotic par,ty at Vetf.il\¢. l~; Dinant, and (ev~r.1 olher of tlle morc conliderabJe cities 
lind towns. wltich, h;wing imbibed the f'llle republica,\ ielens. were. tl,'pugh in/edor io. 
ftrcngth. fea,reely lers zealous in the caufe. 

, 

T~ que}lioll whic~ gave rife to the longe!\: and moa violent clifcuffions. both wit!)in 
:md witl)out the 4/felllbiy. was tJ>at relative to the killg's veta or negati,ve 0pOIl the 
p<lffing of laws. It was foon perceptible. th.t the difference between the twp p.rties
:l difference moll indullrioufly promoted' and increafcd by the circulation of pamphlets. 
jn which. as 'ufual. reafon was racrificcd to paffio, -was fo wide, that an union or conci
Jil\tion of fentiment was. nearly impoffilJle; for. while Olle party 'aduuced t~e " mC:l1t can-

, 
~e M'moir. d. M. d. Lally. Tolendat, p ... S. 
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" illcive re~fonl to prove tllal this ~uthority in the crown was indifpenfab\r necell'ary ~o I 
the puhlic interelt, in ordcr to preferve • check upon the tUlllulluary n.ture of publ";1 
... iI'enlblies, and to prevent tbeir p~/Jing, not onl y without due conlidedtion. but unq c _ 
the in/luellce perhap~ of the 0l0fi' flldden and outrageous paliions, I ... s, which, fr .<I, , 
th ir alJfurdity. their i\liquity, or illljlolicy, might dr.w on national diJkrace, public in- f 

j ufiice, or eyen fpreign danger; ' on the other lide, the retaining of this power in tho 
hands of the kiug, would. it was reprerented, prove tl,e means of oyerthrowing every 
thing th~t hn<1 yet been done for the liberty an" good of the people; that by this nega
tive, without alligning any reafon or motiYe for his c()ndu~. he 'lDiaht obltrua thofe 
meafures which were of the highe!! utility to the people. mere.\y to fayour the intrigue. 
of his COUTt. 01' the machinations of hia mininers; that, by tilul impeding or arrtlting . 
the operations of the AiI'embly. the great work of ",,,,,"'i/lio,,,which the people now fo 
,co;" fidently expeCted, would be rendered impraaicable, and all their hope's frultrated; 
rthat if the ill eITeas , of this dangerous power did not immediatelY~' ke place, they would 
flot be the lees certain, when the proper feafQn arriyed for their peration; that whel\ 
-the prefent vigil..,ee of the people and their reprefent riYes was r~ axed, and mean. ufed 
to lull them into 'J/tllaljicurity. then the king might fuddenly, at his pleafure. in/lia a , 
ilaralytic Ihoke upon tbe leg(narive body, which would die."le and render it totally ufe
lefs; and that. in faa, this OJelo wa. ~ neyer.failing inltrument of t)'fanny, and the. moA: 
odious and dangerous rclick of ancient dcfpotiCm which could pollibly be retained. 

Such were the genlt'al argllmenrs elliployed at the outfet of the buGnefa; but when 
the different quefiiolll on this JubjeCl were framed into a regular ihape, the debates be. 
came 'more pointed ~nd particular. A conlicierable number of deputie., however, be. 
lieving tbey had no right to ellablilh for their conltitaenta a di/fercnt conftitution from. 
that which t)lofe conlHtueot. had de;nanded, delired that thofe parts of thelr inltruCtionl 
which 'related to this fubjed: might be read, But the very fame perCons who had infilt· 
oed that their infiruaionl mll",lle" them to rejeCt the loan, now 'maintained that they , 
were totally null in all cnnftitutional 'I._ilions"! Mirabeall, who. on the!ivnJlb of 
Auguft, had faid. that if the Alre.nbly adopted the projea for a loan, Ih" w.uld goi .. 
",j Ib" ""edil /lfr tOnjidt/tct, buauji the, 'Would all in (Mtradilli.1I I. IINir' t o'!/iilllm'J; be
tQuji Ihey w.uld "i.lalt their mattdal<J; obrerved, on the tfAJtn,,.";",h, that ruch I1Icmbtrs 
.1 thought themCelve. obliged to agree with their conftituent .... nd to obey their man· 
.dar., 01\ co"fiirutioll~l quellioll4, might ha,~ feDt their (obi&r.s to the Alfembl" inftead of 
colOinS lher.lfelye&. . 

The 'I.ucfiionl that now remained to be difculfed, wirh regard to the "til. were thefe 

"! M.oirl de M, dc La1~.T.lendo1, p, .. 6. 
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-" May die king rerur. his ./Tent to the ·sa, of the lrgifl.tive body /"-" In tlfe the 

king Ihould refufe his air."t, Ihan his reflllal be 6n.l, or fufpenfive only /" 
~ , 

).' "ffieUl's Mounier. LjllIy-Tolendal. Treillilrd. d'Entr.gues. Mir.aheau. and the duke
e Lianc·ourt. werc~ the molt firen.ous .dvocate, in 'favour of an nbfolute velD. Two> 

pewers. they obfervcd, were necelfary to the exi ilellce of the body politic-Ih" power of •. 
willillg, and the power of ading . . By tbe /irft. " fociety cfiablilhed the rules of its OW l'\: 

otonduC¥; tbe end of which was)he welfare of the whole. By the fecond. thefe rulds. 
were carried in~o execn.tion. and the public forcc wos calculated to enfure the triUlnph, 
of focioly over all obfr.c1es which might arife to luch execntion from the ,opgolition of 
individuals. Doth of thefe powers. they faid, were equally necomiry, and equally dear. 
to tbe nation; if on the onF hand the fupport of pdhlic freedom required thnt the )cgif
lalive body Ihould be f~cured from lhe attacks of lhe executive power. it wa& not lefs. 
necefi:uy.o" the other, th3t the latter Ihould 'be invoriably fupplied with the means- of, 
protedion againft the iovafion, of the former"; which means could onIy .. exift in the' 
light of the fupremo chief of the nation to examine the ath of the lesi.llati.vo pO',lVer, 
lInd to refufe to endow tht'm witb the facred charaCter of laws. 

It' the wl,ole cOlledive booy of the 70[>le wer~ "apable of expr.ffing their ,,,m in. 
diree terms, it would be .brard to fuppolc that til>,! will Ihould be /)lbjcCted to a royal, 
f.nCtion; but in' a ft~te where. by the na,ture of things. they were roreed.to cntruft their,· 
powers to reprefent.rives. who might be ch.Cell' more from circumft~ncet of fortun", 
and fito.tion, tban from peDon.lvirtu. and merit, fuoh a prerogative wasah(olutely nc
c:elfary to 'be vefted in the m~naTch. in order thar he might oounterad that (pecies of 
.riftoera.y. w·hich. rncoH'aotly tending to tl!e acquilition of a legal conliftenay. wO\lld be. 
come eq~ally hofrile to the prince, wbom ,t would endeavour to equal in power. and to 
tbe people. w hom it would attempt to keep in a nnte flf [ubjeCtion; hence that nntllral 
:md necelTary alliance ag.inlt every Jpecies of arifl-ocracy !let"'e n the prince and tIle' 
people, which wu founded on an uniformity of interelll 3~d of fenrs, urging thtm 1'0. 

ahe attainment of the fame objea .. and rendering their wills, limilar and uniform • 
• 

rf the king were deprived of his Vtto. on all the propolition~ of law that might t;e. 

fubmittcd to him by the National Mombly. wa$ i~ not evidently peffible. they ./ked" 
that, from 0 fatnl error. or a crimin.) coa~tion of ambitions or uneolig)lteoed reprefen
tatives, he might be forced to execute a will, c,ontr.1ry to the general will, and even t~ 
employ tbe public force "gaion the nation itfelf? • 

; 

., ci II the executivo POW.&r"-(:lY.* the pre(tdcDt Mon-1efq\,ieu-" have not:\ ria:t:Jt to JlQp the enterl, ri-ze. or tho 
\ .. teglJlitivo body, the lntter will be defpotie; (or :L' in tb~t cafe it will b:wo the- ability to Il[UnlC :ill poruble 

. . 
!' authorhy,'it wiU annihilate aU tb, o~r f!Owcrs."-JilP..rlt de. lAl~lliv. ii. ,cmp. Ci) 

.Again,. 
• 



ItlUGN or , • 

Ag.;n, if the prince had no'lltiC, what could prsvent the repteIC:ntitive. ff()m prolong
ing. f"om perpetuating their own aUlhority, and {ubYerting political freedom,'8 the lo')!' 
par'li,ment formerly did in England I Wh.t could preyent thelll from invading, W <l- _ 
gtees, .11 the funaions of theex<cutive power; from uniting in thcir 'own perf on •• ~ _ 
powers of the /bte ; from rcnderillg the royal authority the p./lhe infrrument of the.; 
caprice; .nd from re-plunging the people into a n.te of lIavery l' 

It was urged, that thrre were only two cafes in which ti,e monarch could be fuppofed 
to refufe hi. alrent :-Fil'/l , ",here he conc iy •• the law In que/lion to be prejudicial to 
the interen. of the nation ; or, fecondly, where deceived by his mininors, be is induced 
to rdift a I.w which is injurious to their perfon.1 intcre/ls.-In the firll: c.fe, the refufal 
would certainly be produdive of good to the nate; in the f.cond, the elfea of !.he law 
would only be fofp.nded; for it would be impoffible that thl king lhould rcfill: the 
known wilhes of !he nation; and his WID, however abfolute, would, in faa, only ope
r.te .s au appC31 from the legill.ture to the people at large: the legi/lative bouy would 
alfo h.ve an irrefi/lihle check upon tbe improper ufe of the prerog.tive, in their ability 
to withhold the fupplies, or refufe the necell'ary military efiaulilhment for the defence of 

tIle fiate. 

• 
The royal ' 'IItt. was, therefore, they maintaoned, (ufficiently limited, in point of 

faB, th04gh the moll: ferious con(equences would arife, were it equally limited by 
/JIw : to affign • period (0 the efl'..a of the '11(/0, would be to compel the chief of the 
executive power to contrall a (oleml) engagement to enforce the execution of a la\V 
which he difapproved; it would be giving him only a degradtd authority, forming a 
glaring contf31l: with the extenfive powe, with which the public illterell: imperatively 
¥O<J.uired he fhouJd be vell:ed; it would be to engage him to 3(lopt with indifference laws 

that would be prejudicial to the people alone; it would be to arm him, ill defellce of bit , 
prerogative, agaillll: Ihe legia.tive body, by means of an infurre&ion, which be would 
be able to jullify by the moll: plaulive pretences, and which would ever lind I1UmerOll, 
partizans; whereas, if the power to exerr all abfolute 'IIet, remained entire, iJlegal aod vio
lent refia:lIlce. being ufeler. to the prince, would neVer be emplqyed, \~ith9ut excit;ng 
that difgu/l and alarm, which would be attended witb iulinite clanger to the lllioi/lel1, 
:md even to the king himfelf. 

It wau obferved that the example of America was by no ",can. applicable to the fitua.
tion of France: tbat the refpeaive governors of tbe United States O,oul<l only have a 
(~fpenfive 'lJm, might be proper; it was a reguhtion that might be adapted to their parti
cular pofition; the authority of thefe governors was temporary; they had, one with 
the other, .bout two hundred and thirty thouf.nd perlDos to govern; their prerogative 
ftoad in no need of :I vigoroul fuppoTt; fioce it had as many I'roteelors ~s there were 

citizens 
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citizens 'WIIO hoped to fucceed to the government: but, to infer from thence that the 
fame kind of '11m was fuBicient for an hereditary monarch, fOf n king who had fix -and
t nty millfonsof fubjeCts to govern, whofe prerogative was a .perpetual ohjeCtof envy • 
• nd required the moll aCtive exercife-it was all iuferenee that could 1I0t but excite 
the greatell ~ftoniJhment n. • 

It would be poffible, they infilled, to prove that to difpute whether thc 'IIrto of lhe 
king lllouid be .bfolule or fufpenfive, was tantamount to a difcullion of this queftion
whether or not there /bould he any king in Frallce I but the natioo had decl3 .. cd its 
will, that there Jhonld be a king; and the freedom of the nation required a king, re
quired that he lhould be ~elled with .. egal ,prerogatives, and required that he fhould have 
:In unlimited fanCtion. ' 

Mirabeau, after {upporting, in one'ef the bell fpeeche's he evcr made, the abfolute 
"I/tto of the king, with infinite energy, declared-Zhat il would b. bmtr, to li'll& al Con

./Ionlimplt than in Frallct, if laws could b. made without Ih. r4Jai jallllioll 'J. 

M . Mounier obferved, that the moll glorious funCt ions of rovereignty were t40fo of 
the legifiative body; that if the monarch di d Ilot .conllitute.an integral part of that 
body; if he had no influence in the efiablilhment of bws, he would be reduced to the 
c.paeity of a mere maginnte, fubjeCt to its orders, or of a general of its armies; tae go
vernment would no longer be a monarchy, but':l republic, and the royal authority would 
no longer be refpcCted by the people, becaufe it ,,,ould no longer contribute to th,e pro
lnulgation of good and falutary lows: that the bws Ihould invariably be the refult of 
:t concurrence between thofe for whom they arc m. de, and him by whom they are to be 
executed : th.t the head of a mon.t:ehy Ihould never be feparated froln a legin.tion by 
whofe decrees he was to govero : in Ihort, that it was in .the naturo of things, that the 
general will of a nation Ihould coofift of the will of the king, combined wirh lhe wil! 
of the nation.l TeprefelltativL'S; lince, if tbat will were formed. without the coucnr
cellcc of the firfi citi~Il, it wOIlld no longer·be the lenlYa' will. 

The abbe Sieyes remarked, ,that there was an i"mlity hetween the king and the nation. 
How then, it was aIked, could the king be (eparated from the nation r Confidered as ill 
principal rcprefentlltive, ba: he not the fame claim with the reprefentllti ve body, to Q 

t.t.\HU\oh-e 'de 1:1 "evolution de f,89. r. sS, tt !vi1/itrJtl . 

~J Pilc.es Ju!\l!icatiw:t:lla fin Ju Momoire de M. Ie Comtc de Lally-Tolcnd.r, fl. t lS, l 16.-Btlt it it curiQu$ to 
'Obf't.rvl, tbAt Ilt the very :imo -when Mirabeau fo .. hly defend.:(\ the CItro or tbe k.ing, bis em.tr.rics in Pari. were 
inftru8ell to perfuade 1M people that ho Oflpo(~1 it to the utmoft uf his powpr, I\n.l., to (upport the JeJuflon, he 
'lOOk CM'C to quit the A(fcmbly juJ} bc:€otc the divUlon, that hb .. ate mi&ht Jlot :tppear ~, a record :'ICaintl it. 

right 
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right of participating in the formation of Jaws f If he, be .1(0 conlidered '8 the head of: 
the nation, and 1101 rcprefllllcd hy auy of its delegates, I~ it not clear, that at he d~s not l., 
exerdfe I,rs right muliatt/y in the A!fembly, he~ugbt to exercire it immttli~t.1j i-that is t t 
roy, that his particular will ought to be joined to the general will of th.o her reprefen
tatives of, the nation, in order to render the law complete, wltholtt whIch, wbat is dli • • , 
filled to b~ the will of all, would /lot be his, and therefore would not be law. 

'On the other lide, it W'IS contended, that however el)'linent. howeY,cr extenli ve, the
royal prerogative obght to be, it was impolJible to find any thing in the Jlature of the 
king!s <luthority th.t could make, him an integral p.rt of the law: the fovere.ign, that is 
to:f;ry the people, keep in their own hands all that ponion of power which they arc
able to exetcife, and only delegate what they are unable to curciCe; tbey delegate the 
executive power which i. e!fentially tronfmiffible,:md which, in a vafi country, contain
ing il~ immenfe population, they Can only exercife I>y confiding it, In its utmofi pleni
tuife, ro the hand8 of an in,lividu.r; they refervc ' to. themfdve. the frue power, the )e~ • 
gill .. t;ve power, which they do not "~gate, bec.ufe they cau always exercife it, througll 
the m.edi ulll of their rcprefentativet • 

• 
It was maintained, that tbe .!fenion, that the king was. tonti/lua/ reprefentoti'Ve of the , 

nation, was a falfe .!fertion: the union of the two ideas implied a contraaiClio~, (or 
every Ttprefentative is revocabfe, and, if he bemot revocable, he is no rcpref.nutive; • 
how th.n cOllhl the right of reprcfimtillg 'the nation be hereditary I By accumulating . 
contr,cli~ory titles on the head of the king, it ,.,..s. faid, thofe titles would be ".aker-ed, 
an <1 his Iow f41 authority be endangered; he could not at once be chief and Teprefen:a. , 
tive, Icgillator and 4>:tUlI.,·; for if he were a reprefent3tive he was not chief;' and if he 
were a chief be was.no reprefenutive; if he were legill.tor he ought not to be execu
tor, bcc,"fe the union .of thefe two powers was incompatible with all principles of 
goVern'men t; and if he were executor he could not be a reprefent:>.!ive, becaufe it wa$ , , 
repugnan~ to common fehfe, thate. mantiala,) Chould execute the law which.he has made. 

It was infified, that tHe legi8:ttive powe ... wos elI'tntiolly-ont, ond ought to k exereifed 
wholly by all, or in the n~me uf all: it ought, therefore; always to be repu~licon, even
when ttle tucuti.e power, or the gc\Vernment, was.monnrchical: the only clHrcrence 
which <!i(\inl\uifhed a, chief frolll a mafier, and a monarch from a defpot, was that the 

'~hief and the monarch direded their private will oy tbe general will, whereas the mailer 
and the defpot \9ifhed to fubjed the will or all to meir own will: the chief of tbe French 
would be, therefore, converted into their mafier, and the monarch into 3 defpot, if the 
illtFrvention of his p"jolla/. will were permitted, in order to fiop, annihilate, or even fuf~ 
,el\d, the will of the nationl as elCprcJl'ed by its reprefentarivcs • 

• . . 

The 
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The fame ,party- ftrelluouny urged, that the righl if prwtntiqn was '/ynonimoQ& 'wiLh 
the righl of formalion; t!Jat it was that alone which conrlituted ,ilt! majority of the Na
t'onal A1Tembly, whofe right of formation would not ue difputed; when a motion was 
onl y fupported hy the ,ninority, the majority 'CXllro1Ted th~ national will by reje6\illg it; 

, it exercireu its legin.tive power exempt from all limitation; butthe right of prevelltion, 
lodged;o the haods of the executive powe" would be infinitely more arbitrary; for the 
4najority of the legillative body only rIop the ,~jll of the monarchy, whereas the go-

• vernmeot would rIop the will of the nlJjority itfelf, that is, the nation.l will, which 
_ nothing ought to ftop; and the velD, in fuch bands, would become a LeUr. de Cach.1 

againft the fupreme will of the nation. 

The furpenfive 'lillo, or appe.1 to the nation, they faid, would be attended with worfe 
confequenccs than even the abrolute V.I'; it would change the very nature of ·the go
vernment, and fubnitute a pure demoCl"3cy in the place of n repref.nlative government; 
Franre "euber was "or could ~, R demlCra&;, fix-nnd-twenty millions of men, of whom - - . Illne-tenlhs wcre dellitute of innru6\ion, and r.duced by the preffure of w.nt to me're 
working-machines (m«chillu d. trtl flai/) could not dire6\ly concur in the formation of 
d:xws; difpcrfcd over a furface of 'nve-and-twenty thouf.nd fquare le.gues, they could 
not pollibly unite in one a1Tembly; it was, therefore, ncce1Tary, for the general utility. 

, ' . 
~hat they Illould a6\ by reprefelllatives, who wcre Illuch more capable th .. n themf.lyes 
-of under/bnding lhe true interen of the commuDity, and of intC<'prcting their own will 
on that fuhj ec\. The appeal to the peopl!) would ' refer the legifiatiye power from 
the reprerentative h.,dy to tbe nation ilfelf, th.t is to fay, 10 two or three hundred logif
latures, in which, in the prefellt fble of things, neither deliberation nor difcullioll could 
t:lke place: it would create a breach between the nalion and ler re,,,.ftlllaLivec, her 
monarch and htrJelf; the profcription 0 the rD)'a/ veto wa., therefore, :l$ e1Tentinl 10 the 
fecurity of the king 31 to the freedom o(the people, But, it was pretended, they ob
ferved, that the I"gillative power might one day encroach upon the executive power; as 
if it were an cafy matter for 3 power deflitute of arms to fubvert • power that \\ H col\
ilanlly armed I as if an a1Temb!y ot twelve hundred men, always 'rivals in influence, 

-even wben they could not be riv.ls in ability, and inverled, for a very /hOft tim " with 
a portion of the national authority, bllt without any penonal power, could find fulEcient 
means to concert and execole, in a fmall number "of years, plans of inva!io" ag~inn the 
perpetual aOll hertditary dcpofitory of the pUblic force. Confult hirlory-faid they
:Il)d you will invariably find the reprefentatives of the people ince1Tanlly employed in 
Teftraining the execurh'e power, and never in ufurping it: the long parliament itfclf "1' 
been unjuilly ateufed of the violences of Fairfax, a"d the crimes of C'olllwcll. 'If it 
nuined iu power too long, the fcafon is Ihn I/), <6'!/Iilulitl1l if Epg/aIJd hal '''tJ(r prD
UOtd nor prtjer-.>etl /h' <onjiiluli"l power of II,. ptoplt; Ihal Ihe /(l".u Ib(l" grrm to Ih~ J1r'i~tt 
the ahjiwd ~ighl if dijfo/ving (h, par/iam,"1 at his p/lajilrt, (/lId Ihal (alai R()'Y" L V£'TO 

, Zq. ~ wbich 
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(a,tjcd I'" bl •• d of l1.t EIIglijh t.fow jll Ib. l,ld if bill/i.', 
"p'" Ihe fluff.lel'-. 

and thaI of Ihei .. I illg I. br flClI 

It i. not-purfutrl thell: opportrs of the roy31 prerogative-in the "e~ctlte rcfourot 

/ 

of 'Iifhantling the arm y, ,1'\(1 refulink the fupplies, that a barrier Ihould he fought for " 
• • I 

ng,infi the "nbiti~n of monarchs: the confequenee that would refult from thefe violent 
mcafures would prove more fatal to' the people th:lllto the king. It is to be found in the 
coollitution itfdf, in your prudence in arming him only with (ueh a degree of power as 
is necefTary for the (upport of the bws, and of the puhlic tranquillity. A perma
Ilent a!fembly can never fecure us againfi the effeCls of a vet., which may .Ifo be pet
manent :tfelf. Doubtlefs a good king ",ill aiways comply with the wi/hes-o( the n3- , 
ti on; but a violent and obltinate monarch will expofe, 'if it be necelf.ry, both his crOWD 
:u\u his Ufe, in defonce of his pr~rogarjvc, , 

If you are ,to look for :>check "pon the impetnous movements of a very numerous 
ltg.Oatlvc affcmbly,' unitccl in one' chamber, you Oluft not expeCl to /incl it in the "'Jlll 
vUo: when the evil is in the Alfemhly, the remccly mult not he fonght for out of the 
Alfel~h\y: when 'a Jkilfu\ mechanic wifhes to give a r.sulnr motion to the wHtels o~ his 
machine, he fixes the regulltor, in the machi". itf"lf. Bur the WI. will not /)e in the 

o 

ltgiO.tive .fTembl y, but out of it; it will not tomper the violence of debate; and it \viIL 
dcfpotie,lIy a'lIlihilate .11 deliberate decilions,. as- well as thofe which are adopted with. , . , 
prcc'IHt.1tlon. , 

It is llilllefs to lie looked for in inCurreClions; a (re'luent repetition of thofe violent' 
fIlocks would clfe\ft the dilfolution of the body politic; but it is i~ the feparation of 
powers i tr,C fr~uent etangc of the members of the N,tion:>1 Alfembly; illthe frequent 

• 
eXI· rc if. of the eonllituting power of the poop Ie, th~t you will he able to fix a rampart 
that will alike relill the ,udaeity of d~fpot., and the ambitious fpirit oJ reerefeatativcs 
who are ullworthy of their .uguft f"nClion, • 

. 
Such wen the argumentsadduced by Momeurs Garat junior, d'e Landine. Salel, Beau

mct~, anc) oth.rs, in oppofition to the royal negative, and in reply to thof. wbo defended that 
I!rerog~ti.e of the crown, There was only om: point in which the two parti ... ppeartd 
t~ agree, and that was, in the reje8ion of the Jiifp",jive '11m; but though this fcemed to 

preclude :ul ho-l''' of accommodation, the popular p;irty, finding the Itrengtb of thoir 

2, Tho grofli i(tlorance bttnyecl by' there people, of the-tn1e principles or the Engli{h confijtulioD. :lad of their 
c:cntlcu.;;y and offects, c:ta only be c;quaUed by their preramptiun I tlley (eldon1, lndcea, quote IlJllory but to mlfre .. 
pJ"efent ur INu'fen tho falb to which tlley allUde i and their gc.nern~ obferv:uions, :u. well 3$ the whole ceno~· 0£. 
&Iu:ir aI'&.UIIlcnts, provo tbtu\ to be alikc 4ol1ilu1c of 9QlitigJ and of hlAori<al bow leo, .. 

• • 
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opt.onen • r.r~3te r !h~n t u~y h.d eXI)C8cd, nlfec'lecl to give ,.ay, in ~ certain !legree, ond, 
by th is fCll, .Ia nce of moderation. hroughl onr 10 their fid (oonlfo( thofe in<iocifive cha-
a TS, who are apt 10 think themfdves at liberty to relax in the .. principles on politi-

I points that involve the ,,,elf.,e of • (late, with the flm~ facility .s If their own per
fOllal illterell were only .t /hke; 3"d thus, in ord~r to promote ~ tempornry .nd ev.nof. 
cent peace nnd harmony, l.y the balis of perm.nent dlfcord, and blling dilfcnuons. 

The f.me perfons then who had firennou!ly oppofed the '1111., ,vhether ahfolute or fuf
pell/ive, now acknowledged, that to deprive the fupreme depo/itory of the executive 
power of the! lauer prerogative would he attended with danger to the Ilate, though to 

. 

[ cntrufi him with the former would be Ilil! more dangerou.; that the dcci/ions of rcpre
fentatives, who arc not infallible, lO.y fomeermo. be rtpugnant to the deci/ions of eho 
naeion itfel(, in which c::fe it was the undoubted right, as it was .lfo tho intcrcft, of the 
latter, to provide fuch , counterpoife as would prevent the former Ii'om I'r06tine by the' 
ina8ivity or inaUention of the peQl'le, to atuck their rights, or fubvert,their freedom. 
They faid. it would be dangerous to "Unlit the monarct) to 3 participation of the leg,ifl.-

[ t ive power; but that the [,,{penGoll o( a law wa$ not the .a of .Iegifi.eor, concurring 
io irs formation; it \v.s only .n intervention of the fupreme magifirate (or retarding
the f~nClion of a decree. , 

The appeal to the people, faid they, is both impolitic and unconlHtueionQl. Tn II> 

country which is lIat 3 democracy. and France tan never be one, the people can ncithe ... 
fpeak Qor act but by their reprefenllllivcs: ag appeal Iherefore could only be lO:ule f.om.. 
the Dation to itfclf, and not from the eprdentatives to thei~ confiitllents, /ince there hit 
cal\ only make thcmfe! ves heard through the o,tional deputies. All fr,nce, "y adopt
ing a reprefenutive goveroment. has profcribed thofe mandatel, which would change tite 
legia ,Hi"" .lfcmbl y into a troop of v.1t ta,.rilrJ and p.lititQI "uri"s'S. The N~tiol1~L 

AGcmbly ought, doubtlels, to be ctern;;.!, but its members Ibould be frequently chol1ged. 
Suppofing then, thonhe r.me dellut io. Ibould be eotrufied, for two or three YOOFS, with. 
the powers of the notion, what illconvenience could refult from the right of the 010-

Ilarcll to fufpend tlie promulgation of laws which h. Ibould deem hollile to the welfare 
of the .fi3te during a given number of fucceffive legi/latures, the period being fixed at. 
which hi. rtfufal would ceafe to operate / 

Doe_not, tbey purfucd, thisflifpenlive vel., on the contrary. tend to excite a recipro.,. 

Sf Thoi, i. " eurioul mode ot rearon;ng; for tbe pl1.rpo(c or anaullins thofe in.nruAion~ which the members h~d 
211 {worn to nhev, thtre inlttntf'nU logiei8tlS make tile :adoption or a rerre(enl2.tivc g()Ycrnmenl by Ih.eir connunentl 
de1lruchvo of mand tt' sh.e" {u~refJuenf [() ruth adoption; [or che people had of cow'(c cho{en tJJclr reploCcnta
~. Wore they ,.vo th • .,. l4cir inIlrutbcw I!I 

cal - . 
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-. cal fpirit of emulalion between the king and the tel're(entativ~, whence mull incv"itably 
refult the mon fignal adv.nuges for the public caufe I Will not the deputies of th 
people become more cau.tious in prefenting for thp. royal fanaion fuc precipitate I , 
the king may ... cfulC 0 aoopt; and, by (uch refufal, fecure the applaufe of the nati 

. 3n<1 will tho monarch d~,e to fufpen\! the execution of wife and ufeful bws, when a pc 
rio<1 is affigneo at which his will mufr give way to the will of the nalion 1 It is impoffi
ble that fcvernl fucceffive legi llaturos lhould concur in confpiri ng againfr the public in
tllrcll: it is impoOibie that the prioce fll,ould have :my lawA.I r afon for refilling the 
general will, fo m'OIfellcd. 

And let it not be faid that this power of fu(penfion may be dangerous at a time wherl 
the nat iOIl iscmployed in £rcatint a conjlilutioll for itfl!f, for the conllitution of a people 
<:.11 never be fubjeacd to the royal (;lI1aion ; not that it is to be ·dreaded th t the leg;n~~ 

• live body may illv.de tbe authority of the prince, lince that authority will be defined by 
the conllitutjol1 itfelf, which will he equally fecured againfr the attacks of legilbtors .nd 
of kings; nor yet let it be. faid, that fuch a power would degrade the m~jelty of the 
throllc; (Qr the majefry of the nlonarcb confl~ not ill the extent of hi6 authority, but 
in that of hi, lIeneficencc. It is defpotifm (hat degrades the fceptt'e, while the title of 
(upreme executor of tbe laws cnt)ob.1cs and confecrates the dignity of the ~hief 'Of 
the n.ti:JU . • 

\ , 
T~e abjolrlle<JJtiO is incompatible with this fundament.1 principle of evert ItgiQation 

-the law it Ibe u:prtjJion './Ib, Im,ral wilt-and might precipitate the nation illto the 
·moll: abfurd dtfpotifm. The refuf.1 of fupplics, .nd' the difb.oding of the army, would 
light UR the fire of difcord in the heart of the kingdonl, would render it incapable of ex
~crnal defence, and would yield it up an eafy prey to the arms of its enemies. The ap
peal to the people would break the lnain fpring of government, and inceffantlyrenew the 
prevalence of anarchy. The fllfpt'!five v,'o. that is to r.y. an appeal from a prefent le
giJhture to a future ooe, ..:.0 alone f.<lore the rights of the nation and thofe of its chief. 
by placing ill the COOI(e of the political machine-the National AJrembly-the reguJ:t
tor which is to dlrea all its movemeut .... 

Su:h were the new argl1menll .applied in oppo{jtioll to tlie nhfoltlte negative of tlh: 
.cl'own; b\.t it mult not be fuppofed that th., difcuffions un this important quemon were 
confined to the Arrtlubly; for though the popul.r Ir.tders had bro.ched tlie dadrine, that 
the people could neIther fpeak nor .a but IhYolith Ihn;- rtprcjcnlali'OtJ, the people ",r 
Paris, and of .:vio" olher great 10IVn., fpeedily convinced them ,that they both, could 

..:and would [p~ak and .a/or Ihcmftlwl. TI~ inhabitants of the capital, in panicuJar" 

.... HiJloire<lola Revolulion do ,,89, 10m. iii. p. 75, ,6.71, ",79' 

J 
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~~" to interrere openly in the q\1cJlion o( the tle/u, ~nt1 in 0\11 the ather points rehuive 
.:. the c:onfihutton. which wrre then agit.ued by !hc AH"embly i \v hile the crowd, in the 

I Ats bec:unc every d~)' more itlfolent and outrngeous, droftl1ing the: voice. of thore 
~ .Jonben. whore 0p1l\ions were ad\'crfe to their own. by hootings " nd revilings, and CIl
~3vOll ril1g to ovcr-.lw6 lhcm by in(uh :and menace; while long lin, of members who 

were mark.ed (or prol'cription , were Jifperfec1 not voly .in t he: capital, but through cvtry 
pm of the kingdom " . t 

The popubr fermcnt.ltion in P.uis \U$ riling' to the highdl pitch. AJ\ the old 
manc:euvres which had produced (ueh extraordin:uy eWe'6\: in tht: preceding OlOliths of 
June and J ul y. were rtnewcd in the gantens of the Pabis . .Royal, :md in the :adjacent po .. 
litic31 coffce· houfd. The turbu lent S:tioc l'-{urugc, former ly ~n officer in thc king's fcr .. 
"ice, but noted for the gre:n Ih:'.lre he had in all tbe dill:urbances of the C:l~i l il l, propofed 
t o" march to V erf:li ll es, the re:'ll objeCt of which npedition was to c.nry oti· the king, 
tho-queen , and the ti:ul ilhio; to en nove d \c Nat ional AifeOlbly. anI.! to exterminate !'uth 
of its members as were fo arijlflcratical:'.ls to defend monarch).... The necelf3ry ,meafurel 
for enforcing tbefe horriu refolutions were 3doplctl, and the infurgcntl had tI.~unlly be .. 

, 
., M. Maunier r:.rs-J' All ~ore who deicnded Ihe unlimited 'tim in the AlfembJ" were Wetlb6d On lin. of 

II pmfcrlptlon, anJ catumoi.ucd ty the new"'p:"l)fr wrhen and hbdl1fb. M. doMir.1be:1u w¥ the only ono whom 
" they r(lart.... In. publje.atiOfl, ",tidtll .. u I..uqOttf tIll, PI'~iJiflll'" ill wh\~h Mtm.un 4e UUy.Tolendal. Cler .. 
.. r1\Qnt Tol\nerre; Betsatre, Theurer, T tciUard, and MyfUr, were denoullcod, .. worthy to .... ".Iivetcd up 10 the 
U (alai funl.,., M. Je Mil'2btall i, hi,hlJ I'Ir;~j.red. '!J'~ :ualllC'lt tw even tecQUrl. to ,In Mtful m.ln(Cuvl'O, in oNor 
fj to prevent him (rom lorlnithe popu!:triIY be enjo,..... Ho aJTUt'os lb* public, that Ihe uJWJrt Ih~t M • ..Ie Mir.t
II beau ha4J dtfoQded the "W5 w~ijnaled with hi. enoml~ and that the. aoc:u(.woc was etlumnlous. 

'I I am indebted to M. 40 Mlrahnu for:1 knowledge ollho aulhor of 11'1" publiOlliMJ wh" II lill..,."ifo tho :lO~ 
II thor of tnoe:hc.r, entitled If FfIlN'l LJ~lr!' M. de · Mmr.beau, whOm J met, by ,hlltlce, 21 Iho bot.lJ'o or a (l;llnlfr, 
"' ill. cbm,rany with (e,enl other perfOrlt, held .. Ions converutjoolTitl'l mo, on {evend pam Clf thc mo~rd.~l 
" f,narr or IO'Iernll'lenl. 00 dId me the hOMllr 10' obl'e.rve, tbl\t we al'o\1IYllllr~d upon "il.d/It" Gol.llhat \', eon!, 
<; diftcred (ometitntSlIIII)lltbell'Jl'OI,III IIr enforQn, thQr. JlrJncilllcs. J diU juRie. tn mono' "'i, ro1itical ptinclpl~ matn.. 
II tain.ing, at the fame rime, Ihllt lIP (ometlnlC$ dtfened them, and a&d in conttt.dlClion I.() bim(df. The :t\lth~r of 
" tha UICl!f'f'! IlIiX PII'!I'IIJ joined in our (onveriali;", and rompoul1y advanced a dottrlne Ib" was vol4 or aU ronrc. 
4' Re a,k.nowledged t~t be, anJ :lillhoCe who faw thinp in. the f.un. polot of.view, 1UNjM/,. J.ww .. ~I/"II ,1141 
I I ,. d.trill( lU.JtI ,. tk,ftWr ,W, 1(lI(INIf/~, tj", Wdr utXlI'\IfIlfl"l' ~ "'tON,. If cit",,, 1 H AT UI M~IT or ,.....nC110". 

" M, ct. Mi('ll,eau couf'uted the _J" if ,..,."Urt, with ,felt enerty. lk.1o.fOmlN mt, th.u thi, l1\an wn 'he ;u.

" thor ()f the /...IIIrf" •• Ii. l'."ifo •• :lnd then beh:l~ tn 111m ill tho mot\. fr.ieDdly m:mnor. Twe 1'.lIlfi:tD' CAme ill, 
II and having etI'lI.lY'ed llfur Ihe health of the IIlltboi'" and the 1Mt.1 ..... (lf Wi. joQrney ~ Vcrfaill • • , ho lold them, 
., that'he had come to par,. rune <by.:\t M. de M~~r'.. TlMIlXlunl and tbe alllhl)r or tilt: .r.-.'III tb.nlert '110 
"1"Qem (()£etl\er, prcl'ervinJ. thllt ai' I'll (amilltlrilf which 11'Io\\le.1 them to he in hablU of inlimacy_1'hi~ cW'imll 
" C~I\CI WlIS exhibited at Mr, 'butt',. I~intet' to tbe 'kin" 111 hi' prcfencc, aD'" in thaC c.f ""eRicnl't T"rpl and 
I< D...Jt, and of mlldameu;iU." EII,./' Jr Itt t-J",'" J" M. MfII"'U, 111'111 r .;1.1'1_11, 4'V.uJMJ" II 41. _if' tit,;... 
'ttlflrtlt D#IIJ'INM, p. 4" So. NO(. J. I 

• 
~. JoJcmoiredc M. do La1ly.Tolc'~I, p, u90 

• ~an .. 
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gun their anarch ", when tl1e vigorous interference of Bailly :lnu La Fayette difconcero-
cd tbeir plans, and checked the tumult for tbe preCent, by committing Saint Huruge 
Tintot, anJ fome of the moll: violent inCurgenu, to l,riCon. 1" 

• 
The day after this feditious proceeding, l1o,,,ever, two deputies were )!ifp.tched to 

Verf.illes, from the Patois-Royal, to the count de Lally-Tolendal, whom the inrurgenta 
-collfidered as a !,·o.d citizell. "We are the perfons,"-faid thefe deputies to tbe C(lunt
.. who, by accepting this rniflion," (the objeCl:of wbich was to communieate-to the Na

>tion.l Ailemhly, through the means of. the count, the deterl11ir.ation of the Patois Royal 
-'to admit of no royal n~gativc) .. have fltJPc/,dtd the march of twenty thoufand ar-med 

.. men, who have confe\lted to IVait till they kilO'. the decilioll of the Affembly. P~ris 

., ,will bave no VETO; }he 1'.gards as traitors o/ltbo« who wifh for a 'VLTO; and./he .p"
H lIiJ1m all traitors. ' Several of her deeuties have already deferved that appellation; 
" they are- nbout to be recalled; aod .s they will thrn.he no longer inviolable, juJIice 
"./hall h, (MI. tt;em." To convince the count of the truth of their affertions. they ac
tually D.med feveral anem~rs 'who had already been profcribed 'o• 

M. de Lally replied, with equal fpirit and propriety, that the re.l traitor~ were thore 
-who. filling the people with al.1rrns·.like fa lfe 'and unjull, made them confider as their 
enemies the very men who were, in f.Cl:, their moll: zealous defenders; that, with re

. £"lrd to himfc1f, whom they had j ufi called a good citizen, and who believed that he me
Tited that title, he Ihould think him(e1f fortunate did he poffefs as much knowledge and 
virtue as thofe members whom they had pI'6Ccr'ibed; th.t Poris, before {he d-ifiributed her 
hatred and her confidence. would do welJ to confult a little the former ~ctiol1s and whole 
life o~ the per ions on whom /he rnpnt to bell:ow them; that he conGdered the royal 
fanction as one of the firll: ramparts df national freedom; that he had p.Cfed the night 
'in labouring to defend it; and that, if they would nttend him to the National Affembly. 
they Ihould witners his e/Forts to fecure the t riumph of that fanctlon, aod the faithful 
account that he meant to render of their miflion. 

They acconlingly atteoded him thither, and had the morti6cation to liod that be !.cept 
1,i$ word ,~ith them; he arraigned in proper terms of feverity the daring preiumption of 
the P"iftlns, and called upon the ACfembly to fiand forth in vindication of their own 
f~erlom alld dignity; the prelident of tbe Afferl)bly, at the fame time, obferved that h. 
had received two letters written to the rniniller of Poris, by tbe l'r<,fident of the com
mons, containing an accon nt of the f.me i"furrection. At firll: the indignation .was 
'tlnived.d; at It.ll, hof" who did not feel it,obferved a profound filence. Great ap
j>laule was bellowed on M, Mounier, who fuowed the conoection that fublill:ed between 

10 Ulmoire 4. CorDI"':' taUy-ToJend.I"p. n~. ~o ldcm, p. 119, flO. 
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the troubles ill Paris and thofe which prevailed in other parts of the kingdom, deriving 
"'. from thence the un<\eni.hlc inference that fyllem.tic plpt. were in .xillellcc; invoking 
\ . tIle vellge.nce of the Affcmbly on the hends of the eonfpirotors, of whatever r.nk they 
~, m'ght be, who fought to build their own fortune on the ruill of the puhlic:; .nd moving 

that 3 rtW':lrd of 6ve/lundred thouConel livreo lhould be offered to any perf on that would 
give proof of fuch plots, with. free pardoll to any of the partics cOllcerned th.t would 
impeach their .ccomplices.-M. de Clermont-Tonnerre was equ.lly .J,pJouded, when he 
moved, that the "'.yor bfP'ris, .nd the commander in chief of the militia, Illould be 
required to attenel the Alrcmbly that, vel'y day; th.t if they would 1I0t ~nfwer for the li
berty 01 the members, the Altembly /bould be ;mmediately transferred to fome' oth.~ 
plaee, in COI1Ctrt with the king; and that the etlablilhcd tribuMls Il,ould be infirll¢jeJ 

.to proceed, wi!llout (]~lay, againll the .vthors of the troubics. Every thing fcetlwd to 
illdic.te the inllant adopti.on of meafures the moll /irm and decifivc, when th9ft members 

. who were interelied in the encouragement of tumults, had r.courfe to the old m~lIa:u~ 
vrrs, repeating rhe ILlle admonition, not to expo{e the authority of the ~ffemhly to the 
canger of 3n att.ck, and not to ;rrlla« lb. peoplt. After 611ing the minds of tho depu
ties with real · terror, ' they fupplied them with the nleans of concealing it under a difpl.y 
of ral fe courage; they talked of defpifing feditions which fome of them did not dare, nnd 
oth.ers did not willI, to fupprefs: 311d they bcllow~d the epithet allonymolll on I\VO lette" j 
written to the killg's !pini!!ers, by the prefident of the commons, and an .<ldlefs of tho 
Palais-royal, fent 10 one of their oV(n menlQ<;rs, by two del,utic. from tho Pal.is-roYl ! III 
Y ct, at the fuggefiioll oC thefe people, the mUlion for the order of tire dny was cMricd, 

.nd Ihe AJI'embly, hy thuo ntgle61\ng to reCent the intdlt 01 Ihe P~rifi,"" hecame liable 
to the n.ceJI'ary cocfequence, ofbein~ expofed to fiill greater infulu in future. 

The lea~tr .. of the infurgents, '11d their fe~te! inlligators, in order to fix on ihe tou~t 
that degree of odium which ihey probably deemed nee<JI'aty to f.n!tioo the ine~(urel ' 
they had refolved to purfoc, /ludioufly propogated 3 report, lbot .. proje£1; had be.,t 
fc!rmed to carry oll'the king and the royal family to Mett.. Other r.poru, equally in~ 
fl,mrnatory, and equally unfounded. ~c\t al(o cireulored by tbe f~£1;ious: and, in one rt
fl",a·, they produoed the {'line e!FeCl 3$ If the plots had beeh re.I, by exciting a gre.t and 
general ferment throughout the natiM. The Porifranl, of canrfe, ever prone to credu
lity and fuCpicion, wote the lirfi to teceive and dilfuf. the alarm, Every thing began to 
weor a moll da'lgrrous ,ppe .... "ce in the c:apilaJ, and .11 who hQd witntlled the bte vio
lences of irs inhabitonts had c.try thin!: now to apprehend. The roy~l velD, however, 
w" tbe preftnt olteofible c.IlC. ofturnu!t. If that were allowed, the clergy And Doblel. 
toey cried. will renew all t b",r ""wtl' :-We Invft aa, and in!!~ntly, too, elfe, in , 
.. three days, France will he <ll!lov.d."-in the height of this (erment, two vioknt te. 
rolution~ . tfllllfn,iited from tI.e town$ of Rennd ~l'Id O,",I\t, ill which thoCe "'''0 fup
potted the ,hft)lolC VttD "CI. declared traitor, to thtir 'OU"lr)", ploduced . lhe mull 
abrming efri:&. . 

II E'l\okJ de la Co1\duitc do Ml Mounior, p. 5~. 
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In tbis (hte of things tbe mioillen were inti'midAted, , and the king, ever anxious to 
promote the general harmony ,t the expenee of his own )alVfulauthori~y, ",as impru
dently prevailed on to expref. his a(fent to the ruCpeolive v,to- . me.Cure certainly iQja
dicious, :lS, by yielding to the enctoael),ing (pirit of the popular porly, he only paved tfl. ' 
w'y 'for nelv infringements .nd addition.1 racriflces, It was, accordingly, determincd, by 
a majority ofth. Affembly, th.t the king Ibould have only a fufpelllive VtlO. 

• , 
By the .doption of. fufpenfive and li,nit:d Vtto, Ihe Affembly, it has been contend e,l, 

aCted in contradiCtion to the politive in(!ruaions of their con(litu~nts ; ill contrad iCtion 
to themfel ves ; in viol.tion of tile dignity of the throne, and exen in oppolitioll to the 
interell of the naLioll. 

,-
The ,decree was contrary to their in/!ruCtions ;~forwhile thefe admitted a panlelp3-

tion and concurtcnce in the exereife of the legiQative power, the fufpenliye veLo fupppfed 
that eurcife t6 be undiv ided, and centered e.c1uliv~ly in the Alfembly. ' The ill~ruc
t ions gave tbe k ing 1\ politive co· operation in the legiO.tion; where,. the velo re
duced him to a negative roculty., which raeul!y was farther reduced 10 a limple delay, 
The inftruaions acknowledged the .brolute necemty of • free .nd voluntary ronaion-
the limited velo confined the necemty t6 a forced, an e~torted fJnC\ion. • 

In the <a/;i"s of the Third Enate, it r'as obferved, "That the legi llati ve power be 
" longing to the n.tiO)I, ou'ght to he exetcifed by ilS reprelenutives. conjointly with tbe 
.. king " ;-th. t in future no Ia,w 1l1Ould be eftablillled but by the Sutes-general, with 
U the concurrence and .uthority of the king, and the confe nt of the n.tion " :-that no
U thin!: (hould be deemed bw in France but what had been prol'ofed by the St'les~ 
" GelleraJ".ndfonfliMtd by lh~ king " , &c. &c. 

• 
,The inOruaions of the nobility to their reprefentatives were fiill more precife ;-tl1ey 

r.id .. Th.t the king Ibl'uld be conGdered '5 an rfftntial part of the legiO.tive p<?wer ;. 
.. fo that no law could h.ve e"iflence without hiS conCeot" :-that the refj,.,a due to 
" his lIlajelly required th.t the l~ws Ibou ld originate with the Selle , General, to be 
.. f.nCtioned or rejeCted by the king, ,..ho Ibould not be obliged, in any inftallce wbat
.. ever, to "'plain the Illatives ofhiuejea.ion ,. :-.nd, that the king's confent was ne~ 
,. ce[.ry to. render tbe laws complete and effeCtive ".', &C. 

Tbe iofiruaionl of the clergy coincided with thoCe of tbe Dobility and Thin! Eft.te; 

.' loflru!l: ions or the Common, of Roue"; Art. 10. JJ or Metl, p. s. .4 Of Lyon" p.7. ' 
JI Of ,be aoill .. of EfT.WI, p.~. !. 01 tbo hundro.! 01 Paris, p. 3. ~ ! 01 Ibe city of PUis, p. 7. 
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• 
they bfiaed that no nat;onalla .. ! Ihould he enacted aRd proclaimed without the 4111 ••• 

ril) ~ffht ~i"g, and the free, cOllfe,lI of the Stales Gener~1 ) . ... 

The decree was contr.diaory to their own principles: for if the king had, a. they 
, acknowledged, a right to (orhid (-'/)<Iare), [hat right ought not to hove been confined to 

the power of fifo,.di,,! for a lime; and if he could only fufpend for a time, ' i t w •• no 
longer a right, it w.s but a precarious concellion; ••• alily revoke~ .. limited ; it IV •• not 
a IIII, it was hut an appeal to a higher power, who might either Conftrm or .nnul it, 
after a gtv~ time. The, e was a glaring contradiCtion in the terms, when they firll:· 
fpecified an ellieacious impediment, aDd then defiroyed i[ by a limiutioll defiruCtive of all 
cai.caey. , 

It violated the dig"ity of th e throne; for no degradat ion could be greater than that · 
of making the royal ran61:ion the vain demonlhation of a will fuhjeCted [0 difcuffion. 
illcompatiWe wit II the prc.eminence of ~ monarch. of allowing him only I:m impotent 
oppolition, {uhordin.[e to the judgment of thofe who di(put ed the poineiple on which it 
w.s founded; and of leaving h 'm no other means of prefervmg his people from the ef
fed. of laws, which ·fhould appe .. to him pr.judicial to their welfare, than a vain .t
tempt, which, as the count ~< M iubeau obferved, \vould only t end to excite a delire of 
triu mphing over i[, and [0 produce .n indecent firug!;le between the throne.nd the re. 
prefentotiv.s of th. people 19. 

• 
It was contury to tIre intrrell: of the nat ion itfelf-For, os the cOncurrence of the 

chief or head of the nation, in the legill.tiv. af.ls pa/f.d by its dcleg.tos. would rellcCl an 
honour on, and t end to confolid.te, thofe .Cls, fo would the want of that concurrence eX. , 
pore the people [0 be deprjvcd of the benefit of law., I>y cilnblifhing a dilcordancc hetween,. 
their formation and elecutiop. Beli de. , nothing cou ld be more fata l to public {reedom 
than the eocroachments o{ the legin .live power, when, no longer /lopp.d by any impe
diment, no 10rliler refiuin.d by .ny countelpoif., it might make [he moft daring at-
tempts, and overleap the boundaries prefcribed to it. r 

The embarra/lin~nt created hya willi to defiroy in reality what in appearance ther 
Were forced to m.iruain and by being red uced [0 combat the fund.Ol ental m.xims of 
their ne~ confiitution with abfiraa id.as, was mofi forcibly. difpl.yed in many part. of 
the deb. Ie on this ilnportanr fubjea, and even in the decrees which {allowed thofe de
b.tes. Th. lIuEbration of idea. the mon dlfcordant ; lhe /hock of opinions tbe mon op-

" Innrut\ion: or th. elora or Lyons, p. 9. And or Auxetre, foL RO.-All tht inftruaions, either exrt'cUJy, 01' bot. 
ilnpli'Oltion, tcnd,d to dle IInablilbmc:nt or the fame pripc.iplc. 

!' Dc calonue, del'Etat do la France, pr~rcnt ct a venit, p. 1,"" 

• 
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polite, .n~ thore fuceellive involutions which ma~e the enemiu of the "'tlo lofe light 
'both of ihe point froin whence tliey ret out, and ,of the end and objeel of their dircur. 
fions, infpired every cool and imp>!ti.1 obfervCT '\Y'ith the moR feriou. apprehenfions for 
the f.te of the monarchy, This principle w.s ref".Bed by the.connitutional commit. 
tte '., 'and was even confirmed, .t • fubfequent period, by • connitutlonal decree-t bat 
no a~ of he legllbtive bOdylhould be co~lidertd '$ law, unlefs it was fanelioned by tbe 
nl('narch. 

To Janflion ' . lnw is to rencler it obllgator'Y, to give it that quality which r~"ers it 
\ f.cred and inviolable; and lince no ael could have exiltence as bw, unlef. ' it bad tl,e 

royal fanclion, it evidently followed that {uch fanelioh,lhould be free and voluntary i 
olherwife, it would be • mere m.teri.1 form. not inherent in the ef1i·~.ce of the ael, 
which, confequently, ought not to have been pl>c.d in the lill ofthofe conditions whicll 
were deemed l.leceO;ry to the e'liil.nee ofthe law.'. 

• • • 

Thofe mem~rs wno adhered to the two in{eparable truths-to Th.r the legin.tive 
.cls. which ought .Iw.y. to be I'ropof"l. difcuOed •• nd (ra",ed by the N.tional Altem
bly, could oat hove the force of law. without the eonfent of the monarch ;-.nd, '.1. Th.t 
the monarch beitig free to .{font or dHf.tlt, was .Ifo .t liberty to give or rtfufe hi. 
{aoBion inde6nitdy ;-thof. who maintained thefe principlcs, argued rationally. con
iiJlently, and ill conformity witb the maxims receivN in 311 monarchical governments • 

• 
But thore who, not being .ble 10 deny this necellity of the royal fanllion, which the 

Alremhly itfelf had previoully acknowledged, Were yet anxious to reoder it elfeBu.I, 
.... ere extremdy puzzled t~ {upport the hypothelis they advanced. }>,clred in dilf"ent 
and oppofite direllions, by the n:ltural conlequenc •• of the .prineiple, and by the defire 
to e1ud~ thelll, they appear to h.ve endeavoured to divert the attention of the A/fembly 
from the princi •• le itf.lf. cither by {ophiRie.1 .pplic.tions of the uncontcficd axiom, that 

.11 powa i. derived from the n.tion, .nd by blll1dly rc.foning tlpon Ihe monnrou. ilTe
gul.Hty of Ill.\:ing the will of an individual predomin.te over the will of the whole; or 
elfe, by cnte''"g into ultlef. and /le,ile dilcu/lions OD tbe diffeleDt kinds "f fltlo, as if 
they hold nothing to do hu~ to ru.ke their choi ... 

Tht>fe who vcted for.n ,bfolute and indefinite fltlO proved. ifit were refufed, the n.
tion would be without a king; while thofe who ItjeCled it exclaimed, ,hat if it were 
granted, Ihe n.lion "auld remain without liberty. But after the opinion oftbe latter 

•• This cOl1l.nliltee confillcd n( (even Il'emherr, Qr \\ hem Mtffieun de lally .. Tu)C'ntlal. Clermt>t\t. Tountlc, WO~ 
oict, and .p:er&aAc-2U men ofmodcro..te JH1Dt~rl , W rto! (rl,"dIIO u.eir co\lulI)--Conilinlt'" the m~\iUl)'. 

~ I Dc CaJoune, po 138. 
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had prcuiled, and it was agree~ to adopt a fufpenlive VtlO, a difficulty occurred a. to • 

le$d mode of taking off tile fufpenfion: by leaving it' unlimited and undefined they 
would fall into the pretended abufe of the abfolute veto, and only change the n;lme; by 
making it depend on the judgment of the "ementary affemblics, and on the plurality or 
future m.nd.tes, they would reduce it to an .ppcalolo the people, diametrically oppofite 
~o the wi/bes of the Affembly, very dangerous in its c/feCls, and difficult to determine; 

:lnd, by confining it to any given term, they would at once eilablilh and annul it, lofe 
its utilitY,'Yct retain its inconveniences. To remedy this complication 'of difficulti es, 
fom - the members propofed to cOlue to 110 ot cilion, as to the nature of thevtl., but 

<\. .. ~ • 

to e~ve the-MturC of things; . wbile others auvifed the total rcjediotl of a rc) al 
WI., and, as a fubfiitute, the creation of a chamber of revifion, within tbe Affem~ly it
felf, or of feveti.!. interior feCtions, for the purpofe of purifying and corrC\.'ting all laws df 
a doubtful comp7exion. This I.lfi plan was Ihewn,by M . Mounier. to be n fu!>verGon of 
the principles of the Affembly, by introducing the prC'Jlondcrance of a minority. All 
thefe fchemes, indeed, were fueceffively confuted by each other; ~nd it w.s remarked • 

• tllOt each member was invariably right whon he attacked the fyilem of other., "lind inva-
riably wrong whcn he ,ttempted to fupport his own, A formal decree, however, was at 
length adopted, which declared that the king /bould have the power to fufptnd 3 decree, 
during two I.gillatures; but \h,t if the third affembly fuould perf.fi in it, it -/bould then 
have the force of a law without the roy.1 C.nClion. 

But the introduClion of .ny kind of vtlD agai,nil a politive bw-tll3t 'is to fay-againl\ 
that decree to which the legij]ative power had given the form of a law, would be the 
greatd!: abofe ~h.t could poffibly ful:Sfifi in a govennent, and is a monller in politic •. 
Tbe example of the vetD of .tbe iRoman tribunes,r thlt of the liberu", v el. of the Pole., 
only .tend 1:0 .confirm .this -trutb; fince tbey h.ve ever been confidered as the four~s of 
inilnil& difonlera. 

-But the Alfemlily w~e led afiray in their difcullions, 'by uguing IIplln talfe pre. 
lnifes. They fet out with tbe fuppolition th.1t the king did hot p.rticipate in the legill •• 
tion in the fmalleil degtee; that the nation haft nnt dcleg~ted to its chief the ri~ht of 
concurrence in the formation of laws; and that a decree, which had been dlfculf. d with· 
out him, in the affembly of deputies. was already 13w, 'wben preftnted for the r6y~t 
(andioll; from thence they proceeded. very abfurdly, to examine what fpecies of '1/,1, 

fuould be granted to the monarch. Thofe who voted for giving him "' ':lItO, were the 
only members who drew jufi conclulioos from fuch premlfel; fur rf, w'ln:n a 1aw is ef· 
tablilhed, the -king-could impede iu effect, his will would be fuperior to the lows; and 
when the will of an individual i. (uperiC<" to ·the law, the government i; defpotic. , 

But the error·which ·miOed .11 the fpeakers"On the.J)ttD. was th3t ofn.ving ·take" for 
law what bad not 'yet become law; of baving difavowed the evident neceffity of the con· 

a B corre"ce 
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-Cll'rence of tJ:t~ chief of the nation, in order to form, the will of the nation; of baving: 
10ft fight of th~ inftruaionl of their conllitllclIU. who had laid it dow.!\ as a fllOdanlen
tal maxim-a maxim too confirmed by tire ,A::·ffcmbly-that no tegillatitc: aa was law i 
France withGUt the royal Canaion, and .. conCeq)lentiy, without- the ~re. affent oft 
tj)c king. . ' . . . 

; . 
• 

:A firia attention to this confiitutional muim would bave fol ved all their difficulties 
and have releafed them from the embarraffinent in which they invo~ved theme.lves, I>y ~ 
fophiitical attempt to reconcile principles th.t are, in f.a, irre~oncilable" AII:2reir 
truths ore limple in the\l' felves, clear in Ill.ir import, and' eafy of conceBW' • . The 
ooncurrence of the monarch in the Jegifiatio" throw •• fide and renderl'i.lleHCaivc- every 
kind ot vel. which is repugnant to the law, and deftroy. its ·force. 

The refufal of the lirit reprefenutive of the nation to confirm ",decree difcuffed b'T 
the other national reprefentatives, ~ould be no .tuck on tlie I.w, fince tho· lIw could 
not exill withctllt his confent, and that 'coulilnot be ca~led oppofltion to tile law whicn 
\vas bUI the abfence of one of its elements. The Ii.mits whicb divide the legifr'tive 
from the ""ccutive pow.er would have remained untouched, . fince it would (lot haVe> 
been the executive power that would have co-operated in tbe forma,~ion of. the I~w, but. 
the fupreme delegate of the nation for'the exereife of that pow.r, in his quality of chic 
of the nation, a quality perfeCUy diftinet from .tbat of.del'.ofitary of the e¥ccutivc power 
to wbich it was annelled. • 

It was from having confounded Jho~ two quaIltie$? or rather from h.ving only cona-· 
dered the monarch " 'poffclfed of the leaft valuable of the two, that they were led intO' 
two fuppofitions equally inadmillible :-oQe, that· the king would-be fuperior to the law; 
-tile other, that· tire 11ation.1 deputies would be-fuperior to the king, and, again, inlo ' 
this alternative, that the will · of an individual.would predominate over' the will of the ' 
whole, pr that hi •. will wou.li1 alolle be excluded from the general will • . Whereas b,:sth. 
thefe e~tremes wOllld- have been avoided-by ack1)o~ledgiOIJ · the kiQ.g's right, at fir/l to 
co-operate in the funaion. o£ the legiibtive pow.er, and then hi. right to the exciufive 
exercife of the e'lcculivc ' power. In the fil/l eap'\City. he would hue participated ill' 
the (ormation of the law; 111 tbe ieoolld; . he wo~ld. have Iocen fubl~ to. the law: 
w ben formed. . • 

In that caf., tl)er. i"DO degr~:ition either of the liI,w or lIie klng. ne liw gove,"" -
the monarch equally. wlth =Ill tbe- other memben of the body. politi~; ud ..,hen it i" 
once poffelI'ed of 1Il1 .the elemeDts whioh cODftitulle itl effence, it no lODger admits of any 
'lJt1~. Tbe monarch obeys the law, but not until he has previoufiy contributed to iu· 
forlllalion I and. his obedience, .1!.r~Qe~e4 by" bia conlent, i, but an honoll[ablc: example 

whim . 



'L'EW1S TIn 'SIXTl!ENTH: 35 
which he owes to his fubjelh; waere.u, if his obedience were required, without that 
"previous coureilt, it would be an all of [crvility that would ' place him below his fub
jects; dley are ouly fubjeacd to the ItW, bec,ufe it is the cxpre1lion of their united 
will; and the k1ng woula, in th~t !:afe, be fubjca to a will1'orcign from his own, to 

will in which he would have lefs part than the >Iall of thofe citizens of which he it 
~lie firll ". 

Til dvoc.tes forthi. doth"ne, which bas been mall ably ana eloquently defended, 
<confitlere limitation of ·the r.y'" "",. as a mortal -blow to the -French monarchy. 
Tbat monarcby,they faid, mull be inevitably 8eftrciyed if the -monarch -ce:tfed to form 
:In integrnl part of tbe legill.tion; if his fandion were transformed Into 2 valli and in
flgrlifieant form:iilry. They maintained, therefore, that no Frcnchmen, however friend
ly to rhe principlcc of the Revolulion, could, .In junice or confcienee, abide ~y the de

'Ciuon of the National MemBly ~n tbls lollance. Thr~e unahfwerable t~afons, ther 
:;lverred, Ihould deter them from 'fo doiog. 

The 6rll of thefe is founcted on the ilrllruaions of their conlHtuehts, In wHich tbe n.
"ion fo formally .. nd .imperatively declared that no·law could exill in France witbout the 

• lCing'scon!erft,that it was not even permitte8 to aavanc:e an bypofhefis, in which the con-
1tinucd refdfal of that collfent woula celife to operate as an ilnpediment to .u·exillence • 

• 
:rbe {eoond rc~fon ia-th~t the peep'!e o( France wilhed to be free; that they ougift 

~o remain free; and that the full o6jec5l: of the new conllitution Ihould have be!,n the 
lecurity of freedom; whereas ~ey wo Id now ceafe 'to be free, if thofe to whom tbey 
lIelegated th'e Jegillatlvc power could eKercife thnt power, in nU 1>Offib1e'c.fc's, without 
~y reftraint whatever; if there were nothing to prevent them ·from encroaching on the 
-executive power, and if the roy.1 pn:rogative hnd not a means of prd'erving itfelf (rom 
·ufarp~tions which would inevitably tend to iu .nnihaation. Th, fanlli~H of Ih, ki,,! i~ 
rtb, rampart if Ih. pllb!ic lih,rly-f:rid the-count lI'Entraigues-~nd the roprefentatives of 
<the people would fooil become tbeir tyrants, if the refuf~1 of rhat fanaion Ihould ever 
<eafc to be abfolute. II is, witbout doubt, iodifpenfably nccefi'ary, for fecuring the eon
,ftitutioll of ;a,Il.te, to rellrain the 'CoteCUlive power; but. it is 11m more Deeell:,~y to re
-ftrain the .ginative. That fubverfioD of the laws which the fonner can' only circa by 
1ucceffive .fteps, .. nd by a longer or Ihorter train of enterprizes, the biter does in a mo
ment. As ill bare will can give being to the laws; fo "rs bare -will can alfo annihi

'hte them; and 'the legin.tive 'power -can 'change the eonllitution, as God created 
1he light'''. In order, 'therefore, to tn"'re liability to the conllltution of a fbte, it is 
.-bfOlutely nteeBary to impofe rellraints on the Jcginative .power. Bllt that power can-. 

4J D. LOlJne, chap. iil.. "·On th_ Dlvilion or ,he LtJiilAtivc Powers," 

not 
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not be renraineol eKeep,t by Ihe .eH'ea of the loyal f~naion, and that {ancHolI cannot 
have oH'ea unfefs it be perfealy free. Its neceffity and its freedom theo WHe pre-, 
{erilled by the.interen of the nalioD ; the nation, therefore, were rig t In making iI, in , , 
their inflruaions. a conllitutional ,Principle, and to intimate it to their delegates, ",_a 
condition infeparallie from the lagillalive power whicb was confided to them. How then./" 
cou ld thofe delegates violate this condition, t.ke advantage of tbe power they had rtl' 
ccivetl to deflroy its limits, and render themfdve. defpotic, by removing tbat barrier 
w,hich had been ere~.d :IS all, imRediment to their attainment of defpoti!in I , 

The third reafoo, all edged a,s ,a mGt;ve for refuGng obedience to tbe deere, IS tbe auth .. 
, rity of the Alrembly itCelf, and tbe {ubmiffion wbicb it has required to tbe new.conflitu

tion. If {uch of its own decrees, upon which. it principally eflahlilhe ,isconilitutional-
• • 

"ajis, are incompatible with tbqCe which. declare, thaI when the king /I nil refufe his af-
f~ntro a low, !.hat refuCalChall only be fufpenfive, anel whicb fix, the term of tbat fu.f
ptntion, obedience to the former m~fl ~crtainly be llJlCferred,.as well on a.callot of thei r 
priority. as of their confor~ity to the unanim~us willi of Ihe people, as exprclred i[l. 
Illeir infuuClion. to Iheir deRuties,' This ilfcompaubiJiIJ. lhe", is, ftriking: 

I. It is declared, by Ihe fixth .. rtitIC of'tbe rigHts or man, that the law is Ih ... "p,r'./JiQ1l> 
if the Ktlural 'Will; and tbat.all citizeos have a right to cOllcur, tither p"1ol/ally, Dr by theit: 
rtprtfintativcs, ill ils/ormatiolt . • 

The kIng. 113ving no.rtprefintqtwc io the Alremblr, oug"t, according, to this aJ;ticle, 
to have concurred per finally in the formatioll..of the law:. tbis ,"icle, ' tlten , h pro-· 
nouncCLI, before-hand. tbe.nullity_ of tbefe ponerior decrees, by which it was decided. 
that· the law , migl)t. be formed wilhout the kiog~s concurrence, and that he could only. 
fufpen<1 its. eH'eas for a given time. Aecordingto thefe, the king was the only perfon ex
d\1ded frDm a Tigh t belonging to every member of the community, and he was more. 

r depende.nt Ipan any of them; for when a .I~w ,had paired, . even {uch of the members o( 
the AlfemWy as ,oppQfed it. wt,(c {uppefed to hllve confented to it: but thi.legal fiaiol\. 
could nol applY to the king, wh'o .boiJJg oul of the Alrembly, and h~ving Rei r~prefenta
live in it, Jlid !\Qt implicitly' COllCur in the aas which proceeded from tbellce. If, theop 

he refuCed to give his p~I'Con:\l concurrence, he did not concur at :\II ; and his refuf.1 was, 
accorJing to the terms of the..lbove article of the rig,hts of lOa.A, a radical impediment to.. 
the,formntion of tbe law. 

2 . By Ih~ fecolld.arti~le of, the ,conllit.uuon, it is dCclare<l-7bat the Fr .. chgtfl/fI'ItlDtnt_ 
it monarchical. 

NOlhing is morc conlnry 10 the proper 'and diflinCli've charaaer of a mOn.1J'chical go-
n~ol. tban to,withhold frellll'tbc.monar.ch alliharcio that by which tho people are 

r;ovew.d •. 
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governed. In that car.. tho monarchs not the rilpr~me reprefentative of the nMion, but 
the forced agent of other reprefentatives; he is not. king, he is not even a fret "".,.. 
when compelled to obey what be bas not approved", and obliged to execute what he 
c1ifap'provet. • 

3. According to the ninth article-NO of! if Ih, I.gijloliv. powtr flail be myuimd 0, 

I4w, unTlfs il bl janBiollld by the king. 

~~ing to the two rubfequent articles, an aCt of the legilbtive' "ody might be 
law. without being fanaioned, lince, ~ftcr" given time, the refufal to f.naion w~s ren
dered inelfe~ 

4. According to the tenth artLcle 4l_'l'h1 Iting 
kgijlalivt body. 

may rlfufo his .. nfont 10 Ihe aBs .f 11" 

• 

But what particle of this liherty to refufe his confent remained. when it W,IS conver~ ' 

ed; in the firfl. infl.ance, into a fllnple fufpelllion. and when, .fterwal'd" that fufl'!,n!ion . 
wu declared to be without elfea at a fixed period 1 

• • 

Did they not betray a contempt of that law which they had T,vorn to obferve, whe!\. 
they decreed, on the one hand. that the royal f.na ion was .indifpenf.,bly necell'ary to all . 
leginative aas; and, at the fame> time, on tbe other, that this " fame fauCtion /bould be. 
ntorted, or that, after a certain deli y, they mi,ht difpenfe with it I: 

• 

From thefe premifes. this conclulion has been drawn-That th All'embly neither pof • 
• 

felfed the right of aCting in .contradiCtion to the will of their confl.it uenu, nor the power 
of defl.ro'ying what. in conformity to that will. they had already decreed ; con(el)".,cntly. 
that the decrees which reduceo the monarch to a (ufpenlive and limited vel.' were doubly 
null ; and, finally. that the oaths of fidelity to the king and conJlitution. (0 repeatedly~ 
adminill:ered by the AlICmbly, were (0 many· abjurationsoF-:ln erroneous (yfl.em. which . 
equally violated the prerogative of tb"e king •. the rights . of the nation, the lil>crty, 

... "U iVe are free, althourh (ubje~ to th. lawa,"_By. R()u1f~u,-" tt i. ~u(c tbo l:lW' Are the telifters oE • 
.. our wiU."-C"u,,1I1 SfK/QI, p. 6[. A law enforced in {pite of Ihe fufptnfive WIf, at the txpiratlo.u of itJ term, 
wouWcertlioJy not hne been tM ''rijltr of tIN Ii",', 'tIIJilJ. De C:l\onnt, P . .J49, note. 

4$ Tbefo.artielo.of tho confticotion were decreed, thouth'tlot formed inlo a rezular code, previoul to the 
6nal ,*1ooG on tho!!epar;uo qudUon of tbo nature of the royal fandion, which dhl not tako piau till the (our .. 
IMnth of September. h f wu u(ual wIth the AffemblYj after, one q\lcC\ioQ was furled, to l'rcx:ecil wilb tho. 
oIIl<vllioG of _ ... bolDr. tbeJirft wu d .. 4Icd • 

• 



• 

« the people. and the lAws of tTle cOIIClitutiOil. promulgated ~nd confirmed by tho 
Affembly". 

After the deputies h~ddcc:reed. that She National Alfembly !houla be pcrnulIlmt. with. 
ut fixing the meaning of the term 4'. though it afterwards appeared that they only in-/" 

'tended. that one :Ufembly n,oulol 'not be .durolved until the memb~rs of the next wer! 
-:ready to take their feats. they proceeded to the difcuffion of a quefrion of little lefs impor~ 
nnce than that ~vhich they had lately determined with regard to the 1;oyal negative 'Chi, 
W'I . "Whether the Nation.l Alfetubly Ihould be compofed of one or two c .• nben 1" 
'But. important:li it was-for to us it appears th~t tbe very exinenc.: of the monarchy de
pended. in a great degree. upon the decilian-it w .. deemed as triBillg b the popular 
party. or.".! Jean. was forruled a !loint between themfelves. that they had'rt,e effrontery to 
p.t this quenion-" Whether there were any grouna. for deliberation /" It \v,'s how
ever decided in t he affinnative; but frill fuch dilordet prevailed. and the d~mocratlcat 
fpi rit burfi forth with fuch violence. that the friend. to, thefcheme for the .cfiablilbment 
of .two chambers could with difficulty obtain a hearing; and the prelident. t he bi4bop of 
Langrcs. was fo grof If infulted. that he refignod his pon. with lhe indignation of of
·fended virtue". 

, 

The committee of the confiitution ',ad already given their opinion 'Upon the fubjed. 
Dy recommending a fenate. and a hou[e-o! reprefentatives. each of which lhould palreli 
a negative upon the proceedil\gs of the other. Something of this kind. bearing fome 
refemblance to the Britilh conlHtution ' •• was. as we have before {hewn, the favourite 
fcheme with Lally-Tolendal . Clermont-Tonn~rre. Mounier. and the other leaden ohhe 
moderate 'party. who. equally zealous with the repuhlicars for the ·tnablilbmcnt 'Of a 
free government. 'Confidered a Iimitea monarchy. with a connitution fo fotll)ed as that 
·the principal parH Ibould operate as mutual and perpetual checks up'on each other, aa 
-affording the faireflprofped for the-'lttainment4nd permanence of tbat obje6:. 

46 De Calonne, p. , 50, t 51 .-On (he divllion an the qtle1\:ion of the royal ","ruo,,- O'YOry Member who .... 
~r ;t" un1imited Candion was IroOy in(ulled hy the mob iJl the gallery, and even thrf'"atl wore thn-e employed to u.. 

""tOrt ~ eomrlianohvith the wil'hes or the dernoc,..tic party.-Sti!l, however, near four hundred members VOted Tot' 
tho unlimite4 Vi'" H And It cannot be doubted'-- fays M. do L.'Illy-!f that, bnt lor the.man~u.M 0( (ontO, ana 

.(1 the wcak.neu or othus, tho roylll Carlttion would have triampbed in its wmoit planitude." , Jt£:";~ p. T46. 

4' M, de Lilly. p. '37' .. Idem, p. '3'. 
40 The ""thon or the Englift\ biftory of flit: R.,cvolotion, in their accouot of tbir dcb*1 ohfcI"Ve-.h On tho dj't,. 

.c' c;umon or the fubjcti ill the A1Temb11 r 1M l!JcIVO rtJW.'ffbll 'tU<IIJ tfMttJ .. WI}, ~/_ "'J~n:" The twrtlfwfi of tb. 
obfcl'vation ts i\mply democinralcd 'bJ tho fonowins: paRage, (ro'm tb. Momorhd or tho courtt de Wftr~Tote.dIiI, 
'Who W!\$ pl'OTent, and even took a diftin:uitbw r:.rt in the drtba.....:·t Par refpo& (lOU!" m:t~i6, jC 'bini A; 
.. folJ''' 1'" J'w""'""" I-h, '" rt ptVO_, hl1$ .IcfQueUcs.1·i& ........ '* flks 1. dif,taoIJ U .. ~.- .... 
"r:ill'onncmoDJ." P. ,,6'''37. 
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Bur though the in/tuence, public opinion, .nd patriotic <Iilinteretled charaller of thc
Ie.den of this Iwt , by ren<lcring lheir f:mcuon .nd countenance highly neee(fary, in 
many ot the late .rrangements. 113d induced the popular deputies ",tfully to amufe ,"d' 
lead them along with an ideo that th~ir favourite feh.me of two cb"mbers, and of mu
tual checks, was a meafure fo rat ion.! and I'o,neceJrQry that in fetlling the contl itotioll 'I t 

~uft meet with general cOllcurrence; they now found, that they had been dupes to 
men, who made 110 fcruple to facrifi ce trulh, decency, and jutli~, the lawful rights of 
th rown, alUl the true freedom of the people, to the 3ecomplilhment of tbeirown pro
je&. ~e populo. le.ders, excluflvely poffeJred of all power. and rul ing the n.tion at 
their wil. ' hout any refponlibili ty 3It.cbed to iheir cOlld ue!, were l ittle difpofed II) 

fubmiG to the impolition of retlr.ints upon their proceedings • . • 
Th" arguments with '1hich tbefe loft combated the propofitions 6f the (ommill '. 

of confiitution, were weak ODd frivolous in the extreme, and all their alrenions 011 th r. 
{ubje6\> belied by expeiieuce. Tbey m.intained that the ctlablilhment of ,wo chamue 
woul<l 1$0 the means of erelling an afylum for the old arillocracy, and a cradle for a new 
ene fi il! more dangerous, in.fmueh 'IS it tended to fix in the Na~on31 A11.mb~y itftlf a 
germ of corruption, • lure for the ambitious, .lld • llourilbrneot.for thofe f. tal prejudice, 
t>f dminllion and pre-eminence, fo ,ootraty to t he,fpil'i t of the new conGitution. M , 
B..uaud de S~int-Etienne had the dfrontery to fiate, with . lllh. confidence and pride 
o! ignorance and prefu\,\ptioD, tbat the efiablilhmenL of an tipper houfe, in England, 
the advantages of which had be n ftroogly poin tO<! out by the committee of contli tutioll, 
had not been originall, adopted, eitber with a view to fufpend the precipitate proc~edil1 $ 

of the reprefentatives of t e people, or to reprefs the dangerous cncroochmeuu of Ihe 
Gommons on the royal.utbority, but was limply a treaty of accommodation; 3 kind of 
,apituhtioo between tbe pride of t~e great, anti the fpirit of liberty in the people. II It 
II i."- faid he-" 3 relic of the feudal gO'l'ernmeDt; and we have profcrlu.d that. 
I fyfiem.!' • " 

The very nature Of th\ngs, it was urged, was repugnant to every divilion of the Je
,Hlalive power. The nation which is reprefented i. "", the reprefenutive body ough t> 
therefore to be In.. :rho National A.ffembly is infiituted for the purpofe of forming, 
c:ollcding, and proclaiming the general will ; that will is on, and indi'IJi/ihlt; it i. incoll
finellt, therem, to divide the legillative body into t"o fcaions, in order to pronounce 
eRe will". 

ifD /I;lort, thefe metapbylieaL le,iLlators .rgued like men in 'a {btt of nature, without 
lhe advantage of experience for t~ir guide, and totally ignorant of the fcience of poli
';c.. The relll1lrlu of Rabaud on the Englilh houf. of lords, whetber appl ied to it ... 
lHigiD ot \lre~ were alike dcllitute of truth, and only Cened to difplay, in ~ firon!! point 
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'Of view, 'his atreme ignor~nce, with refpeCt to the hinory of a ruHon, vhrch it would
~,.ve been happy for hi. country, (and for himfdf too) b~d /he taken it as a modcil ;'1 

the for,nation of her government. But as arrogance i. general I y friulld to prevail moft 
where ignorancerelides, all the wifdoLD of pall t imes, all the experie~ce of eftab!ilhea 
overnments, .11 t he.k nowledge of .ncient and modern legi1l.tors, the authorily of Ly

<urgus .nd PQI¥bills, of Cicero and Tacitus, of Montefquieu. Gibbon\ Bilek none, Dr 
' J~olme, and other writers of eminence on tbe fciell<:e of legHlation, tending to delnon
lirate, tb.t Imbl;c freedom and tnnqu illity are t he refult of a proper a£roe/,.tion 0 lhe 
three polY~rs ill . ,{hte. w~re rejeCted with difd.in by the .popular leaders . 

. 
One might naturally fuppofe, that tne moll fuperficial politician cult! have perceive. 

the danger of truning the whole power of. mighty flate in rhe 113ndsp,a li ngle .trem
Lly, witliout any other to check or regul.te its condu Ct, or allY power whatever in the 
government which could , even hy the interpuli tion of a negative, .attempt tl) renr.in the 
..,xceffe. to hich fuch a body. potretred of fuch unexampled authority, mall .llOoll ne
ceffaril),be.fubjcCt. It was cvillent, that, in fuch an .ffemblage, all its power mull be 
fubjeCted to th caprice or delign of. majoriti; th.t ' fuch • majority. o!"ce formed, 
would foon become too much enamoured of its new power not to cohere firmly togCloher 
in its fuppon; that the diffenting D\illority, whatevcr its number. could do nothing more 
than complain (if they were allowed to do that) and would thereby become-cntlrely ufe-

. -Iefs, while the t ri umph.nt majority, by • proper management~f the illA.med populace, 
with the lIational purfe and the fword In their hands, might clhblilh the mon complete 
-tyralmy, ulld.r a republ ican name -<>r '(orm, .nd -¥ender it unalterable, by boldly perpe
·tuating their own cxifietlCC. 

• • 
B'ut obvious as fhere cqn'fequencos were, ibey were overlooked by rome. and difregard-

ed, or, perh.ps, <DUI'ud, by others. Reeourfe was had to the ufu.1 mode of enforcing 
the .doption of every popul.r motion, by inRaming the minus of the people, who bad 
heen fiudiouOy t .ught to conlider Ibe efiabli/hment of two ~hal1lbers •• the refioration 
of defpotiflll, and", ullerly incompatible with every fcheme of reform, and every prin
ciple.and hope 0 lIberty . T h-yaccordingly took. decided part in the bulinef.; efpc
cial4' thofe ill the galleries of the A£rcmbly, and the in habitants of the metropolit. EII
.perience had fullicionlly demonfirated the .mple .dequacy of the me.ns poIfeJred bf the 
demoentic faCtion to excite thi. fermentation. Even in the Atrembly, every power dif
t inCt from that of the repref"ntation of the people . t large wn branded with the name 
1)f nrifl.craryl' ; allil fenates were rendered od,ous, by being indifcriminately comp~red to 
that af Venice. A fchifm Iikewife lrofe, as was to<l frequently the cafe, among thofe 
p .. ti~, who were bound by every pri,!cipie of reafon and ' policy to a.!.\;Vith one 

. 
,1 Such were tho p» ns takta to ~(pire tbe populaco with :l hatred or what the cJemaSOlU' were plAW to call. 

al'iftocl":\CY, th:tt a poru13r pre:1chClr or the .metropolis, ~eebred1rom the pu)pi,-"",,, 1M" waf .,/)ttrtII • .,.6t dllki
foJ 'if-,·a,!! 1.'/- '1""-' Ptlitif"" 6;e. tom. i. p. ,6&. n.... • 

ace,," . 
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xcord; moll of the nobility and clergy voting againll the me.fure, bec. ufo they thought 
it would entirely preclude the renewal, ot any future time, of their old f.vou ri te fyn ... , 
of fitting in thr~e orders !- The very reofon, if it had been valid, why the fri end. of 
tbe new connitution lhould have fupported the meafure. , 

Under all thefe circumll.nces, within .nd witlnlut, the quellion of onc or two cham
b rs was finally put to the vote, on the tenth of September, when only eighty-nine 
me hers vot~d for two chambers, ag.inll a m.jority"of .bove nine hundred. Although 
it i~ 'dent that the mearure mult have heen rejefled without :l1ly extern.l \'iolence, 
yet it is I \.11 uriou. t9 obfeI'V. the freedom of fulF.age which prevailed in this new 
'temple of liberty. Of tllis, exclulive of Ii lis of profcription and incendi.ry letten " , 
two fpecific il~ eel are adduced by Mellieun Lally-Tolend.1 and Mounier : the former 
alferts, that fevtrol members of ttle commons faid to him individually, " W~"ld you htWl 

.. me upif' my Wife' and ,hildrt1. I, bt "",rtltrtd by Iht m~b" 1''' The latter decJares 
that dilferent members c'ame to him to beg certificates th" tbey h.d not giooen unl'opu13r 
votes, as they had heard that tbeir country-feats were to be burned II! 

By this decree, tbe democratical p.rt of the conllitution acquired fuch a decided pre
ponderance, that everr tnan :",ho polfelfed a commOJl degree of political judgment, mull: 
have forefeen the downfall of the monarchy. To fuppofe that the fovereign could long 
exifi, .fter the abolition of the fen ate or upper houfe, was fcareely I.rs abfurd, than if .11 
.TChit~a were to remove the center or middle pan of • pyr:omid, a"d to e"p.a that the 
top of the pile would rem.in fufpended in air :-Remove the center of the political 
pyramid (the fenate), the top (the kIng) will inevitably fall, and lIo.th ing but the b.fe 
(the commons) remain. The abfurd metaphyfical nOllrenf" of the n ~tion being MI and 
i diviJiblt, if it had any meaning, mult have appli ed, with at le"1l equal force, to the 
abolition of royolty as to the abolition of the fenate. But it is mollly th cafe with 
inexperienced men, wbo advance general .bltroCl principlos, with a view to apply 
them to • pi1rl;~ular purpore; having attained their objea, tbly look' no farther; but 
flbtrs take up tho principle, carry it to 'its utmolt extent, and jull ify all their excelfes, 

" Durio« the difcuRion of the que.ftion of ~be two chambtl'1, M. Mouni. r rtceiv~J, I" 1M Aj[tIfII4J, {evenl 
If'IonYm®' ette .... , io (ome of whJ"h he waI threatened to be affitffinated, and, in othe , to be roifoncJ. On hi. 
Tcturn to his lodd!)", he n.ceivcd (omo more, replete ,Vilh the mon stoff lnVC v." and tbe mon alroc.iou, 
menaus. From chat time., till bif relilOo.tion of llis {eat, (C2r~ly 01 d~y p,(fod wirl'out his rtech'ina leU"ers of the 
{,meic.ind. As a proof that the freedom of the rrtfs was not much more refpelled-thou,h Co receatly and fo· 
Jemnlr 'confirrood by th. declaration of ri,hlS-c.han tho freedom of (uffr!lle; a printer of Paris, to whom M. 
Mounior had (ent (OR)O .... cdjon. which h. wi1bed t!'t publUb in ravour of tho .fto.blifhment of twO chAmbers, re
'tUrned thlm, with I _~k>11 tha.t he durt\: nor print them, from the drc3d of ineorrin, the re-fontment of (ho 
poojtlo l-EltjlOflt4 1a C.lf' tV It!. MOJDtiIf, dJ~ r AjJnllhl/f, Nuti'IW I'J ~f d(l """ifl 't /wi uf';lr trr /hvpbittl, r.s1 .notf. 

,t. .Mernoire, p. 1401 • 

by 
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by the very arguments employed by the men who jjrft ' elb~1ilhtd the- ptinciple. The 
puerile ,Ieginators of the conllitucnt .ffcmbly arvear, in the fo rmation of their political 
fyfiem, to have conlidered limplicity as the tell of excellence; but tVf!ry Tyro in politics 
would have told thelll, that of all fci ences, the fcience of gove~nment ,;s the mo/l: 
cbmplex; and it is more than probable, that the excellence of a fy fiem of gD'lJtrll

,,''''t is in proportion to its complexity. In fa~, when ,the objeCt is to controul 
h ' man paffions by human infiitutions, and to make tbe interell and fl'eedom of i";' 
,lIv iduals fobfervielll to , t he i?tercil "nd freedom of the commullit~, great Ilnd)1x
tenftvc power !nufi, of neceffity , be veiled fomcwh".e: to avert t e danger tha·. mult 
necc/l'ari ly accompany the delegation of fuch power, ita divijiof/ is indirl'e~ re'lui
lite; hence the babnce of powers i!l a Ilate, and the ellabli'/)1ment of thofe political 
counterpoifes, which tend to .he prevention of :i monopoly of the moJl4~ngerous fpe
cies, If all power be lodged either in the hands of a ftngle perf 01), or of a lingle affembly, 
public liberty cannot long e><ill i tyranny mull enfue; the only 'difFerenco is this
that, ill the nrll cafe, the people are oppretrcd by one defllOt, in tile lail, by a thouf~nd . • 

, 
On this occafton, M . N eckar had the misfortl1ne to fee a meafure which he hld pro-

mOI.d, fro lll t\le beil motives, and whioh certainly was jull:, however 'its'PDiicj mjght1>e 
'luefiioned, produ~ive of the worfi e,ffe~s :- we lIlean, the double reprefentation, as it 
was called, of the Third Efilt.. Had that meafure been accompanied by a decifion in 
favour of the feparation of the chambers, agreeably to 'efbblialed 'role, wh.ch, at 'the 
time of its .dopti'on, might have been e:rllly eMorced, no incollveniel1ce could Itavo atifen 
from it. But the extreme 3I,d unaccountable 'fupinen.efs of th,e. mlniilers '/n negleCting 
the latter, payed the way for the amalgamation of the different onlecs, by whiCh' me;1ns 
the democratic party fecured a majority ill 'the lttginative body, which they determintd 
at all evepts 'to retain; and this could be done liy 80 other means -than by perpttuatiog 
the efiablilbment of a lingle chamber. 

The next quellion dif.uffed in the Atrembly, was<on Ihe t(tmrtion-.j the kg?f/a:ive 
body, which, after fo me llebate, it WaS deerecd'. fhould be rehewed eve-ry two yeaTS by 
cle~ion ; lnd this biennial period was to be denominated a I.giaature. It was foon after 
formally declar<d-on the fifteenth of September-that the throne was indivifible; 
that tile crown wat hereditary in lhe m.I •• of the reigning family, according to the 
order of primogeni~ure. to tbe perpetUllI eltc\ulloIJ of females: thus confirming the 
ancient rde of fucceffion, according to the Salic bw; aDd that l'h; pefJon if 'he king is 
inviolable. 

• 
The duke of Orleans and his party brought on :t violent debate 'upon tlfe fObjea at 

the fuccc llion, ill which Mirabenu took an eager part. and which was ptodu8iveo f ex
rreffioLls alld circulllflallccs that ferved to open t lxe eyes of many, who h~d not before 

difcemed 
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difcerned the operative motives of many parts pf their conduCl:, and the gral)d ohjeCl: of 
their views. They contended, with great warmth, tbat the Alrcmbly ~oulll confirm 
the renunciations made by Philip the Fifth of Spain, of his right of fuccefli ,'n to the 
French crown, by declaring them to ~ v.lid an4 legal; and of courfe tb.t the Orleam 
branch would be the next in fucceffion, after the f.~lure ot thClprefent roplline. The 
~lrc\nbly, hOIVever, deemed it too imprudent .nd dangerous a m~.Cure, in the prefenl 
fiate of ~Jr.irs, for them to entef at aU opon the fuhjC& or'the Spalliih renunciations ; 
3n at it wo.uld be equally id.le and abfurd t9 agitate queHions then, upon events which 
rnigli~ er take place. Mirabeau, who was the moll: unguarded of mankind il} his ~x
prellions, e~d to reckon as n9thing all the exilling lives, which mufr, by f?me means 
or other, be difpofed of, before 31,ly difpute could arife upon t he gr9und of fucceffioo ; 
be faili ope.nly=-hat fuch a CubjeCl: of difcuffion might ~rife much foone,' th.n was x
pcCl:od; that the cprpu)ence of the king and of MOl1fieur a/forded littl e callfe for ex
pcC\:ing their lives to be lolling ; til t the dauphin was only a fickly infant; and as to 
tb. count d' Artois, and his two fons, be .JreCl:ed feareely to confider ~hcll1 as exill. 
ing witb refpea to that queflion, rep."fenting tllem not only as fugilives, but nearly 
2S outlaws. 

, After the decilion of tbis quellion, the All'cll1b~, on the eighteenth of September, 
received a letter, written direCl:ly in the king'. name, cOLlt.ining fome ohfervations on 
the decrees of the fourth of Aogufi, which had reen fent to him ra.ther to' promulgall 
'tbJn to janf1ion. After approving the gener~1 [pir!t of their determinations, the king de· 
<I arC$!, that there were a few articles to which he could give only a conditional aifent, 

• 
promifing, however, to modify or reoounce his own opinions, if con·vinced by the repre-
{ent~tions of the National Alrembly • 

. This letter is declared, by M. de LnQy, to have been a mqnumeflt of the king': wif. 
cqm, of his jufl:iee, his refpea for property, his penelieence towards his p~)' l e , and hi. 
·deference to tbe national will ". Of lifteen articles, he ~ave!tis {anCl:ioll, uncond ition
ally, to eight, and the other feven he did not refufe to fanCl:ioll, he only fubmitted them 
t~ the re·examination o~ the Alrernbly. "He liid before us"-fays M. d~ La,lly-':u /.'0-
" litkal confidcrations,.foullded on treaties with foreign powers; objech of navigatiOll 
« and external cO~n\erce, or matters of internal adllli~ifiration and I'ublic revenue, V 
~ mofl of whIch Wt Wtrt ignoralll. He a{ked for fome Indemnity for thofe p.rfons on 
" who,n e<leF'j facrif;ce bad been iOlpofed. He ,cquired that the fupprcffion of titles might 
" not contrjbute to encreafe the opulence of the wealthy alone; and that it might not 
II tend to au!:mcnt the povcrF.Y of the p'oor, by efiabllfuing the ncc<:lIity of an impofr , . , .' 

• " for 
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.. for tIle fupport of tbe clergy. He faid to us_U Let us mutually tnlighlt" each Dther, 
to and it j; impojJib/; wt}hould difotm." 

The king emarked on the hardfh!p of , boIiOling. without any cOI)1penfatiOll to the 
hnlllord. thofe relit, which had once, indeed, betn paid os a compen l"t loll for perfooa~ 
fcntrude, but which, h.ving been fe!ll ed betwee n the lords and rheir nll',l o "lleo ago, .h.,. 
finee frequently changed haod., had heen exchanged. bought and (old f9r a ,· .. luable coo
fidt:ration. without the purehafers obfervinll or thin king of tht odious origin of,4eir 
titl es. He alfo ,dverted to the danger of offi:ndmg, and the impropriet y~ff'eri ng 
wrong and injury to feve"l of the German princes. who had great euJal poiI"cffions ill 
.Al face. and fome of the neighbouring territories, which were guar.nteed to them by the 
mo ll folemn treaties; bot whofe eOates and property were all i ndifcriIl1!\~;:tely involved 
jn the general e/feCl of the decree for the reform of the feudal fy!l.em. 

But notwil'llllanrl1ng the favoorable impreffion wh ich this letter made on one of the 
man. intelligent and enli~ht.ntd members of the A/feml>ly, it wos ill-receIVed, and ex
cited much ge ll eral dlfeontent . It was maintained. by the ?opular parry. that the Af
fcmbly was a National Convention. a connitUling body; and that the doerees of the 
fourth of Augun,. being conJHtutio~al articles, did not O.nd in need of tit. royal fane
t i 11, In vain did many members obferve. thai. when the king gave his [.nClion, it 
Jhould be J>ure aDd umple; when he refufed it, the maje!l.y o( tbe thron~ forba,de all 
attempts to .fcertain the motives of his ;'efufal ; but, before he gave a deciuve anfwer, 
\lC had certainly a right to communic.te his reflections. In vaiD did tbey .lk, how it 
~ould be imagined, th.t he who had the power of fufpending the execution of a decree. 
in order to avert its evil ell'eCls. had not the privilege of pointing out its inconvenienced 
-The king of England, it wa. obferved. eonld communicate his obfervations to the 
l",rli;lIncnl, througb the me.ns of his mininers, who had feats in either houfe; bot as, iA 
France, the propof.1 of the committee of eonOilution for e!l.ablifhing conferences be
tween the Alfemb(y and the mininers had been rejeCled, the moll urge,nt necellit~ fub
ulled for examining the obferutions of tbe king. 

The AJfelobly. it was remarked, had not :llway. entertained the opinion now ad.
.. anced, that the king ought to be pallive in all confiitutional regulations, fince ; in their 
add refs, on the fubjea of removing the uoops from the vicinity of the metropoJi., tbey 
had oxprefsly told the kiDg. (bat the members bad been depated to feltl~ 1M mif/itll/io1l, 
in WICtrI wilh him-Io erm/terM' wilh him th. emi1ltnl rithts of "Yllity :-and, how could 
it be fuppofcd. lhat the rupreme chief of the nation was tbe only m.n in the monarchy, to 
.. 1,0m Iht Jrte ",,,,,,,uni,,,ti.,, of bis IhouthlS, when he tonfidercd thclJIlI$ conducive to the 
happillef, of hia [ubjec S, WII$ prohibited. . 

Again, 

-



ceivtd or a projeo!l ror C2JTyingoif the king; at amtbtt", of a deGgn (OnDed by the Pari. 
nlilitia to 6s theirql)aml1l at VcrfOliliu. 

The moR atrocioul :lCeufation, were preferred by tlth party ag;a inli lhe other. The 
1I0blea iud d ersy werc every d~y. cha'rgtd with uew confpiraciel againn the Re.,olution; 
nnd a.th emt..,lIithed with appropriate t irculll lhncu of alarm and horror. It wa, ret 
riouny a!Terud, and with (llch a degree of confidcnCc" ~s if tht writer had bimfclf feen 
it, that a {ubfctlptioll wa, kere lly opened for tbe mul'lkr of all good ci tiunJ ; and4at 
prieR, and noble. were the {ubfcriben to rhit bloody illl\tUment of profcriptioo/ It was 
{~t1hcr {aid, that a refolutioll had been formed once nlore to in1't/\ I'aril and V erfailLct 
\\,;Ih an army; to di lrohe. {word in lund, theNational AlTcmbly; and to kindle, inuery 
"an of the empire, the f1amu of eivil ,ur. On the OIher fide, a ch~ wa, openly 
laid. by men of clninence and ch.t2.8er, who ofkretJ t o (bnd fonh in {upport of ir, that 
the violent rcpublicanl were rdelved, at the haurd of murder and civil war, tocolnpel 
I he king and tne Nalional Alrembly to rdide within the lull. of PaTi" aud thtu render 
both, and throl)gh them the whole nation, fubfer~ienl to the inBUCllce, and iJai\rUJllCIU~ 
to the caprice, of that tUlbulent and fcditiolu capiul li• • 

Thr rcbelliout Frenth guards, who had defelUd and fought againfl thei r IOvl:T8igu. 
and who were 1I0W in the actu.d pay of the city of Paril, under the denominalion of 
center companie •• wen: fci:r..ed with a moA unaccountable fit of ambition (unlet. their 
prefent amr:;et}' m~y be afcribrd to Ihe f:asi.e motives that influenced their former di.Doyal
ry) to have 3g~in t hc honour of attending and guarding t hc kiDe'l perfon. which they 
cbimffl OIl an unduubted right, and cven talked of mnching to Verfaillci to enforce their 
c1ann. S;l,jnt Huruge, who had been Ialt.ly Iclcared from conlinelllellt, ·was tht chief in
fiigatof and promoter of this pbn. It will be eaGly eODoci.,ed, tllat. exclufi.,e of the 
:apparent danger of enl.ruRiDg thc king'. perron in fuch halMls, nOlhin, could be more 
\lCrfenally odious or mortifying to him, thanJ.o be compelled to endure: the ii,ght and at
tcndlnce of men, who had alrudy fo lbamefully broken their ollhs, and vioilled ail tbe 
bonds of military (ubordinaliun, dUly as IOMien, and loyahy as {abjea,. . . 

in th i, fiate of 'n~rell}'. when evet:)' a8: of atrocity ... lIt caty of aecoonpliJhment; 
""hen the 1110.11 horrid liccmiou{neu prcvailal at the .,.,)' window. of hi, palace, Iud at 
tIle doors of the National AlTclJlbly", tile otlly pro~D on .. \lich the king could 

rely, 

II It i.1>Of<I1eII1O ra, .. hieh po.r1Jb..t.u...t~.·. foru.o halhollu~ No _'" _ .......... ... 
~'- u.. ptqjo& akribcd ... IlIe ftnt, wlll,",..u u.o ... vbi.;"" w,..,tM.lO dMo bA 11.>""-, ... ",""" 
rd, ... .!. 

It 0... .'ocious .a, 01 wlokb 1lJo:wuull rJ 101....,. canillmllb _ ...... ""'. _ ""';IIN " V'"""'1Ict, '" 1hiI 
period. A~. wlw hi. boca fa>1CI>CDd 1iO .... _ rricIwcI " u.. ~l •• "",* ~ ... ia ~p, to., 1M -, 
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Again, jt \V3S urged, th3t when the right of the king to cX;l,millc the connitutjon, 
and to j){k for a.1tcTations, had be~ n formerly a{ferted, no one h:.d lttempted to (:Ill It ira 
q uefiion; bcfides. Ilone of the decrees of t he fourth of AuguO: were rCJlly cOl1ll:itu .. 
tiona I ; :'Iud all Cueh 3$ bore any rrflmhlanu to arljcles of t hat defcriptiorl, he had elf.
prefsly approved. But thefe ohrervations hOld no efTeCl all the majority, who deter· 
\nincd , t }U l the prcfident Ihould immediately wait on tht: king, and entrtM his immecli"te 
pt;!mulgation ,!f the decrees in qucftion . He ~":ls. of c:ourfc, ohllged to cQ ,nply, wilhout 

•• f:l~r obfcrvltion or comment . :md the principle was dhlhliOlcd or avowed, thnt (0 f.lt 

(rom. fu~~ding, he could not even offer his :.dvice upon, mll \: h lefs criticife, the mea .. 
fures of the prefent legi ntttu re. The Alfembly, however, pJid fo m uch Olucllflon to 
him;ts to fend word, th~t in the future difcuffion of, or c~rrying infO circa , the princi
plel to which De objcClcd, they would confider :md luy a proper regard to the opinions 
he had given u. 

During thefe tr:mf;aCtiolll, things wece hanening to nn uncx:lmplcd crifi., t endinp; to. 
produce a new :lnd cxt r:lordinary "fpea of Olffllin. Norwi rhfianding the imprifonmcnt 
of one of t he prine ip;!1 infurgenls of the Palais . Royal; notw ithfianding the proc!Jm3'" 
lion. of the town-houfc, :md the aCli ... ity of La Fayette i the moO alarming aCCOllntS 
"ere freq uently tranfmitted from Pari. to VerfaiHel: at one time, intelligence W3S I'e .. 

Sf Wirabnu, in the c(luru. of thh debate, difpl:lyed hit u{llal ineonllrttncy; nDtwithA:andin, hlt boaning docl,a... 
."tItion of th. ei,htetnth of Alllilfi, jl That no writer, no public nun, had a gre,Uer daht than he til lI!rumc: 10 
'" himICtr the honour due tt) couran:oou.l'enlimeots, dirmwe!\&d Views, a pnl\ld Independenc:o, lind an Uti' "OUII rY 

If if i-JtJtij/t ,';IIt'1'f,. ,1,11" 

On the fift~nlh of June, he maintained, thllt the royal Glilibon Wall indlfpenf:t.bly rcqui l'ile to au thorlte e.en 

the dtnomuation that the AIrembly Ihould alTume. .. Co. .. ,Ot (I/I/bt,I/I./ if Ibt _ ,to"-fllid ho.-ul'lIItIbtl' I~' "" 
.t IttjI""" Mufl not he concur in your decree, were it only fOT tbe purro(o of boUlK bound by it f A,tJfl-I.III, j" 

u ~Jo/IIIIM " tlNfJ " i*l1'f, "tit",,,,, ,b4I .&;. folllDl", iI-Jfo? to r-u~ "'''(41''" UaAY UTI,J,H t\I . /oCT o. TillS A~~ 
" UM.U."', would he ,npt it to !hore fub(equent dl'lcrees, the iml)()ffiblllty of IHrpenlin, with which i) unlvtrlaU, 
'" aUawed, 'When they fbaU fl ow from a (peeie. of confiiNtion which he will MtadlnowllWl!lI' 

On the fitting of the fuueenth or July, when di(putinl with M. Mounier on the (ubjea o( the Infttlt!nce which 
he wilhed In give to IheAtrembly ill the chOIce or mimf\c! n , he plac.d the Afi'cmbly .m.f! the )tiot! ai\d inverted it 
.with fovueign power "YOil (orgtt"- &id be-" I.ha! It il with tbe I OV IIUJ C,II yw are difputln/l thl CCMltI oul 
tf OVer mininen I you forltt, that we, 101110 aro thl! un, .. ",,.A1 ,," of tho IOTualOJf, """, "1'" ' .... lIM. AL&. 

tf .own' "'1' 1..f~,Jd .4 ""'" I'-/ul TN I CN U, if tJ." "'d~, 'IOIW" H doIJ "., .utwd </Jll/o .vI, It,," Rete, then, htl 
tnl'IlId fulferche ,,~l.ifJ.j t'" _,,, ,. jI-". Ytt In tbt " ",Irer., drawn t!p by him, on rho rem()V)l of the 
lr'OOpt, he. bad WO..Ji VUlI have c~Ued us IOInher to 6:1, i" CllM.tl t with )0\1, the collf\ituLion," 

... On lbe nineteenth o( AlI lUfl he: complained, thac U '7M limnl "1«fo..,fIA AtJ"., pM fofoimt 'rfjN/I to l""/lu"J I" 
--Jet ho "OW aftud_" I. 'WAou '4".' Ihr tk,w tf 1111 frAlrt' fJltiulflf !''fIl'1J "-On We ( ....... nE" oJ ,.u,ufi. he faid
jj It wtll be feen wbether J oUII ntH Icquainted w ith tqe e-:ltcnt or the rnY1I1 prClrC),~he J and J defy Ibe moll I ~ 

,j fp.: '"'blt of my rotleorues tf) Qfry that .,.Jialno, rdped wh ich is due to it (artller tha n f :' But in Sepfember, 

be mJ-ln!.AiaU. that die decrees of tbo rourth of AUIUfi bad no need of the royal fanltion. Thero decr(e~ bow. 
eVlr, wcre ,cnalllly Pu ...... 4£, .CT. of We AJI'cmbly I . 

nino 
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re11, in c.fe of any todden incorlion rom Paris, or of- any fodden at t ~ck fr oln the rab
ble of Vorfailles, (who wore only fecQncl to their brethren in the cap ital in all .Cls or 
violence and cruelty) relled in his Gardcs-tiu-Corps, • reg,iment fOrln ed UpOII Ihe r, Ie 

principles with the ancient .Engliih life-guards, heing compnfed enti"l )' 01 g IHlenle .. ; 
upon which account they were particularly deten •• 1 by the people. He \\ as hkrw lfe at
tended by the national guards of Vcrfailles, who had placed them!elvcs, lor thal pur
J'ofe, under the command of COUllt d'En.ing; bot their prinCiples were known It) he too 
d<\ply infecte,l by thofe of the comm~ni'ry to which they belonged , to wall ant I he 

' fmanen confidence being placed in their protcClion, D'Ellaing had received fomc letters 
from La'f",yette, apptl,.ing him of fome approaching danger; wh ich letter the fOlmel' 
communicated to the municipality of Vorf.illes, who had likewife been 'I~l li ed, to 'in 
tbe fame f~Ct by the mininer. The municipa li ty, on thi s oecaf,on , confnlled rl)e 
military «ommittee of tbe national guard, who demanded a rein forcement 01 r.g ular 
troops, in order to protcCt the town from any fudden violence; and the lIlunicivality 
accordingly conf.nted to the introducrion of a lingle reg im. nt, on condit ion that rhe 

, . 
officers and men /boold take fueh an 031h as /bould be prefcribed to th em, and fllhj ea 
tholl1felve$ to the orders of the committee of tbe n.tional guards, or, more properly , the 
town-militia---:Gartit-!8ourgro!fe. The regiment of f landers, was, in COlt Ie que nee, fellt 
for from Douay. 

• -
The ",rri.al of thefe troops, though regarded with ple.fure by thofe members of the 

National :Alfembly who wero 'of opinion thar, public tranquillity was e!rmtial to the 
prefervation of tbe fre'edom of debate, 'occalioned as great a fe rment .t Paris i' lld Vcr
failles, as the arrival of a powerful foreign invading army would have done. The ufual 
baggage, fienes, and field -pieoes of a reglmeltt, were immediately fwelled into maga
zines of warlike flores, and trains of artillery. All lhe orators of rhe Palais-Royol 
were fet to ,work, and feemed infpired with new vigour in their fuccefafo! efforh to in
Bame the minds of the people; a([uring them, as a matter of r.,a of which they had 
direa knowlc:dge, that the king intended to make his efeape under Ihe efcort of this re
giment; and n.ting, in dreadful colours, the confequences which mun nece(farily t.lkc 
place from the accompli/hment of this delign. 

In the litting of the twenty-lim of September, the count de Mirabeau mailltained
" That the executive' po er had a right to augment the military force wherever and 
.. ,whenever tbe urgency of circum nance, feemed to require fuch an augmentation; bur 
" tIlat he ought immediately to give information of the faa to the legillative body." 
He moved, that the mininer's letter, and the rc<iuilitioo of the commander of the guards 

, . 
_w ' r ~t, who~c;illcd1.hem!ClvCJ the NATIOlf, and who,:l.t tho fame io1\ant, hung up iln innocent woman, who ROOt' 

by It a {pc:a&tor:- F.u" "lalifi. M d1rnitrllnfofYtllion, tt" M. MtflN"1 p. I'-~~I't dt M. lt G--IfIlU tit eaf'>-ToIt",ltJ, 
p. t57. 
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<Of Verfaillt8 lho'uld be communic3ted to the National AJrembly; but this motion was 
eebly fupported. and finally rejeaed. 

'On the twenty-eighth. it w.s propofed by a member. to declare that th~ l.gijlativtpDw,,, 
was vtjled in the boud, if the nation; .when Mir.beau. fiDding this .bfuaCt propolition 
oppofed by a gre.t number of perfons. exclaimed. with his wonted energy-I< That, all' 
thoft wert traitors to Ibcjlate wbo oppoftd Ihe declarolion,"-He was anfwered.however. b(
Mounier. who obferved. that the declaration of rights h.d already confecrated thisY.l
portant truth ... Th.t tlie principle of.1I fovereignty wa. vefled in the niltion;" that, 
in that fcnfe. 110t only the Icgiflative power belonged to the natioo; but all other powell 
whatever; tbe nation. being unabl. to exerctf. them. was obliged to delegate them all ; 
that. fuch delegation being made. it became necea:"y to declare in whofe l1OIo"",s they were 
v.fled; and that it was evident the legill.tive power was vefled in the reprefentatives of 
the nation. conjointly with the mona,ch. A faa fo limple and evident. it ,w"' natural 
to fuppofe. the mort ignorant among them mufi h.ve been aware of; It was received. 
however. as a'new obfervation. or. rather. as a new"dijrDVtry. which. as fueh. (for a. Ie. 
ginators they feem llill to have retained that attaebment for nwtlly which had ever dif
tinguilhed them a. Frtnchmtn) was permitted to operate in rejeaion of the prOJ>ofition of 
Bouche; but another propofitioll. almofi equally .bfurd. and tending. in :l certain de
gree. to anfwer the fame purpofe. bY'obfcuriog. qurJlion that could not be rendered too 
pl.in. vi-to wbat wal the nature and extent of the autltority of the crown 1 was 
adopted hy acc/amation: it was this-to. declare that Ih. I,gijlalive pown- is fltjled-i" Ihl 
National Affimbly. hy whom i: is ."ercijrd in the manner hereafter Jptcified. 

The eleCtion of Mounier to the prelidellt's chair aWarded another example of the 
{radom which prevailed in the National Alrembly; his nomination was reprefented. by 
the popular faCtion. as the work of the ar!fJotracy. though mofi of the clergy and nobi
lity were not prefent at the time he was chofen. The fame mantruvres which had been 
exerted with fuccefs on the eleclion of ,Thouret. Were now renewed to prevent Mounier 
f,.,.. accepting the honour conferred on him; and the faaiou. openly boalled that a 
gloriousfall was prepared for him; defiring the lafi prelident. M. de Clermont-Tonnefro, 
not to abfent himfelf. for his prefenee would ve,'Y foon be requilite. in order to refume 
t he o'Jt,w he had jufi quitted. But Mounier po/[elred too much fortitude to be deterred, 
by the thrt.lts of his ~cmic., from the di(eharge of his cluty; he accordingly took the 
chair. and. during a moll: critical period. cOQduCted himfe1f with equal 6rmoef. and 
propriety. ~, 

, 
We have already abferved. that the partifans and promoters of anarchy experienced the 

mofi lively alarms at the arrival of the regil'llent of Flanders. Every attempt bad been 
m~e to p,rejudice the people againfi the foldion, ~nd people openly excuimed, in tbe 

!\reelS 



-
LEWIS TIIE 'SIXT'EE'NTH. 

, , 
, 

nreets of Verrailles, tb~t it was a difgrace to the inhabitants to permit 'the introduction 
of firang~rs into the town 17, Paris even thought that /he had. right to complain of 
this aUimentation of the military force. 

• 
The day, however, on wh[ch the troops arrived, paired without any difiurbance ; the 
embers of the municipality, many of the Gardes-du-Corps, and the officers of tbe mi-

l. ' . of Verfai11es, went forth to meet IhQm; they took the oath re~uired pf them ill 
pre nco of an immeQfe crowd of people; yet in different parts of the crowd tIlur
mun of difcontent were heard to ilrue from perfons, who were, doubtle{s, poficd there 
for the purpoJo of exciting. tumult; and the conduCt of the municipality \WIS ccnfured 
ill terms 0 ~reft)l! reverity_ 

Thofe who difapproved of the arrival of tbis regiment foon a~opted the refolution to 
employ the fame means of promoting a fpirit of defe~Hon among the men, which h.,d 
been fo ruccefsfully exerted with many other regiments. In confequence !If this pltlrlDllL 
determination. numerous detach menu of thore ualous and indcfntigable fupporten of 
Parifian liberty, the women of plcafure, were Ilifpatched to Vcrfaille l . in order to m~kc 
converts. and efiabli/h their influence among the .new-eomen; one of their princilpl 
objcCb being to embroil the private fo!diers and 't\lIOir officers. by continually leading the 
former into thofe petty negleCts of duty. which, though apparently trivial in them-, 
felve •• are fo totally fubverfive of <aU militilry.difcipline and order, tbat no relaxation of 
them ' can be admitted in allY army_ Sums of money 'Tere alfo difiributed. by perf om; 
unknown, amollg the men··· . {everal of' whom began to evince fymptoms of difaffeCtion. 
and'to wear the three-coloured cockad~, which was for them the fignal ofinfubordination 
and defertion. All good citiaen. were ferioully alarmed ~t thefe proc.edi~gs; and the 
Gardes-du-Corpl, in particular. entertained the mofi lively apprehenfiolls. , 

• 
The following piCture of the fiate of public aWain, at this critical period. is delineated 

by Rabaud de Saint Etienne. .. Paris"-be faY5-" was a prey to all the miCeries of fa
" mine, evell in the midCl of abundance; bread was dear, and of a bad quality; the in
U babitant. were knocking at the. doors of the b~ker6 , in order to obtain relief; it feem
" «I that meafures bad been taken to eufperate the people againfi the new popular 
II powers; and perfons. e idelltly paid for creating difiurb.nces, befieged the Ihops of the 
II bakers, carried away tbe bread, threw it into t he river, and returned for the purporc 
•• of renewing this pra8ice. The provinces, .Wrighted by. circulated whiCper of the op
.. proaching fl ight of tbe king. and of a counter-revolution; and the party which dc
.. fired it, already vaunted of it loud y, and with \h, t overweening con fidenct wbich it 

,,.. hath mewn upon every new confpiracy. At length, the alarmed capital faw Jl0 other 

n"'~tJ robtif. ,lla1lcrnlere iAiurrcl\ion. pat MO\lnier, p. 6. ,. ] tlem, p. 7. 
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•• means- of terminating it' fears, both for France and for the deputies, than by poOH • 
.. ling the Nation.l Airemblyand the king within her walls, where .. hundred thourand 
.. arms were ready to d'iwd them; where lix hundred thoufand perfon, were continua!l. 
.. I Y .on the watch ogai'!/l (Mjpiracitl." 

It is alonon fuperOuous to obferve, that the aIrertions and reprefenlations of Rabaup, 
and, .fpecially, his i'!f,rwas, Ihould always be taken wit~ fomething mol'c than,,I>l1I 
ORANO fa/is: in the perufal of tbi~ account-admitting it to be jun :rod true-one quef
rion Ihould lIever he loft fight of-In whore hands was the government of l)ari~ at that 
time phlced I and. as derived from the fame, Who· were the perf on, employed to provide 
tbe capital with com I and, if they did not fulfil tbeir duty,_hich theJ.,,:I1rtainly ~icl\ 
as to that point-w hy were they not removed l One faa: is notorious, that the king bad, 
at this period, no more real authority over tbe ci~y of Paris than over the city of Rome. 
It might have be .. ~fuppofed, that tbe rabble, 'n thAt feofo~of f,"nine, would' have been 
milch more profitably employed along the Seine, in ... ngling fur the loaves which. Rabaud 
tells us, were thrown into the river, than io raifl1lg·ufelefs riou in tbe nrects, and. about 
the bakers' Ihops. It wm be a matter of fu'rprize to fome, that of the Ii,,,, hundred thou
f""d pair of jealous and fufp'icious eyes, which Were ever W"OItching confpiracies in Paris, 
'they Ihould all look f~direaly one'\vay, as' never to take a view of tbe banks of the 
nver, n"Or of the pair ages leadMtg theretO'; .nd tbat neither chance nor fortune /bould JO 
fur befriend theon, as to enable them in a. lingle inn.nee to detcCl any of> that .trociou. 
gang of confpirators, who thus wantonly robbed !bem of the. means of fublill.nce .ncl 
life.-But it will prefently be fee't that R.baud's ~ccount is.notjlriflly correa. 

Th¢ Gatdes.du·Corps, d.ily .pprized of frelh tllre.ts againn the (,rety o/' die Jiing 
~l1cf the royal f,,,nily, obliged' to pafs ahnon every night in • lI.te of rcadiner. to mount 
their horfes at the firl1: Iign.l, had adopted the gallant refolution of defending them to' 
th~ lal1:; they were anxious .Ifo to fecure to the king fOltle (.,thcr defence th.n wbat 
c<luld lie derived from their own perfon.1 exertion~, and tbe), relied on tbe fupport of t~ 
regionent of Fl:lnders. · The C;-ardeg.du.Corps were not enemies to liberty, tHough-art
fully reprefented at fuch by interenM and deligning men". They had given proof. of th.it 
patriotifrn, on the day when the king delivered to the Afl"embl,. his plan of reforlD ; 
. !,d they fpontancou!!y olFered a guard of honour to the AIICmbly, when they fent their 
iirftdepur.rioo to Paris. Wh.t more puticularly infpired them with .n .• rdent delire to 
give the king freOt Jlroofs of their zeal, was the rcproach can. upon them by m.oy per
{on., of h.~illg profited by the circuml1:.nces of the times to 'Jlply to his majclly {or fome 
changes in their difcipl inc. In the hope of attaching tbe regiment of Flanders andtthe 

!9 F~i" rclui(s.'i 11 dernierc m(urrea.ion, p. 7' 
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mititia of Verfailles to the perron of the king Oo, they g:wc :10 cnfert'linment, on the 
'firfl: of OCtober, in the opcra-houfc belonging to the palace, to the officer. of either 
corps. T owards the conclufi on of the repart, the grenadiers ;lnd part of the chalfl! llrs of 
the regiment of Flanders entered the room. The glar, circulat~d Lrilkly; and the 
health of the k ing , the quee R, and t~le royal fami ly, was drunk 61 . 

ne o f the ladies of the court, who, from a neighbouring aprmment. had witnelfcd 
the gaiety of the fcene, conceiving it might amure the young dauphin, h~nelled to the 
q ueen, :md requened pennimon to take him to the room. T he queert. however, appear ... 
ing to. lab~r under a depreffiol1 of fpi riu , waf advifea by the attenda nt to :l.ccompany the. 
dauphin he~: Ole hdit:ltc:d for fome time; but the king, juR :1rri~ing from the ch:ce,. 
and confen ting to her propofi t ion of ,accompilnying her, they aU repaired to Ihis (cenc 
of (ellivity·'~ ~ 

• 
The extravagance of joy, occ3fi'oned by the \lnexpeG\ed appear:U1ce of thefe illunriouc 

'YwtOrl, in, mon, wbOt h:t.d, already, in a moment of generous enth\luafm. repeatea the 

• eo tn the :account. of thef. tr1nfa8ions. t h:ave, tA.i!h, foll~tllI the :authority of M, Mounier, who W3S:lt that 
time prcrldent of the N:ltionlll At'feltlbly. whofe charKler w~ ever irrel'r'O.'lChlblc I whole vcrp;city no one hu 
G3redtoimptaebj .,,\1 woo(eorpornlnhies.oC'i nfurftlation will (carcely, il i. pi'hfIlMCII, be QUeu in queni!)n, As 
far, therefore, .. hi, atr-lloril1 ,eet, either on enattan which u,Vla witbin hl,.own perCoAal coenizance, or 011 Ibo(e 
fw the truth of WhiCA b~ pledget him(elf, lconee.ive it to be irrolrapblc. 

'The entertainment vven tlJ the military lit Verfnillet, about wJlich (0 much.blf been fliid, .iJ o( itkl( :a cimlQ)a 

Sbnce (0 trivial ~nd in(l,nillc:aut, ;u (carccly to jl'ftlfy hillorlcal notk e i but IIle eventl for \Vbic::h it WAI mnde tho , 
pretext !IllS fentlorcd it An Qbjell or (orne con(CI<)uence, lind talh f.r fome rem:arkt cn the (ubjeil-Uy fome, It hu 
been raid, that it W:l$ tho \lru:!"1 etlquelte in tho (ervice, (or t)lo oltlccn in plTifl'.l n tn oluenain til. MW'a 

comen \lpon Hio, joioc:d b1 tlnnsen. On tile other hand, Rabaud h .. rofili ~cl,. and uneq\livocally r"id. 
"Ccrtl\in it ie, tb~t Ibl, Waf the 1'1 banquot wbich. tho k.ing" J'lard., as I ftIt'J"" had eVIf yet aivon." (J::.,lifo 
" 4".f1~li"', Il,,~t ,) hnd the II IkItx Aifli, J, i. LJltru," 'tom, iii. p, &6'l) IlI(Q rtmark, ,hilt It wa. Ihe fi rft cnl(rl;lin· 
Mcnt which th' k in, " I Ulfih had c\'er liven ~t y"j .. illf, -To th is ftH'enicn, howC\'er, I :am enllbled, (rum my OW"IO 

pc:rConal cxperlenu, w (lve tbe mof\: ditea CMtraditlion I havinr' been pre{el'lt :It I n entertainment sl"en by lb. 
O&rdCfo.d.u.Corp., 4J A """'. in the \'Cry f~me IIIKe, .~ 0l\cr",-I\O\I(o or the pal:lcc,of Ve.rf~il ae., in the year 175.:. , 
on the blr.tb of the eldeft Con of Lew the Sixteenth. Whelher tbeO:u-de .. du-Corpt w era x C\lllomcd W liYe tIl

tel't:unmenU ro rqimctlu flewl)' arrivetl , I canoOl r rctend to fa)' I it W2a C¢ldom tMl iUI)' troop' wct'e to be (ceo :.\t 

Vcrfalllet except thof~ Iml1'u!di:llc'ly attached tu the k in'l bllt the abbO sabntier afTurot Ui thtly were lecuf\omei to 
,h·c (ud! ~~naiomentJ ia all plan. where they were qU3nend; :lnd remin it Is, t4:1l 1t wu the ,en.r;tl .uq\le:te 
. ( tbe Army. ('b(crvod in nU Pfl'ifon 10Wllt , (or Ihe r(silnents proviouny quartered in.l Filice to ClltCl1::r.irt lhe new
c:mnen. Bur whether tho mQlive of tho cntel'uiumcllt \US a (u01pliance witb erbblitbed cuItortl, or 1I ddire to 

au:w:.b the rucfls to the kJn" (0 M to ~ll;1il\ (or him tbeil'derrnce in lb,-hO\lro{ WEtl', it a maUar of ,vary 1It:\p 

confcquencci tlle o"'Jea, in cilber cafe,. was equally Innocent and IAII.Jable, and the i.mrcncc which Rahavd, auu 
ocher writen or lhc (::r.me p:vty, ban tI~ICht proper II) draw from ii, IJ ebaraC\erU\ic or 11\0 procWliillSi of • (;w;

lion, who were xcuftomcd to nuke n 'fty tllinl bc:ndJ.IS It wcrr, to their own (ydeem:, and to (acl ,6c::o deeene)' l1ld 
IOIth to the ac:cornpllthmcnt of Ihdr o\\,n yicw" and 10 the rupport of their o\Yn:ll'(\Jme~u. 

! .I. No\l.Diu Po , ,'. 
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moll Colemn .{fur.neci of devotion and fiuelity to the perfon of tbeir fovereign, may be 
morc ·eBllly conceived than defcribed. The whole company appeared to be irrelillibly 
imprelfed with one general fentiment of loyalty; the bands of the dilferent corps, who 
were ll,tioned in the room, immediately Il:ruck up the loyal, and hitherto popular, air, 
of " 0 Ricbard! 0 mOil Roi I L'(htivers t'a!Ta"donn, I" which the company"-fays 
Mounier-u parodied, by going up in a body to the king's box, .nd accompanying bim.t~ ;is 
"" apartmeot."-u All thefe octs of military enthuliafmu-purfues the fame wr~'
.. doubtlefs proceeded from a delire to convince the king that they would defcnd hIm to 
.. the utmolt, in caCe he'lhould be attacked; for what probability was there that five 
.. , hundred life-guards, and a lingle regiment, could bave conceived the mad projeCt of 
... gain fUbjeaing us to .the yoke of dcfpotifm ,]" " 

, 
Thc banquet was continued during the greater part of the ~ight. and ended, of courte, 

in the intoxication of the company. It is faid, on one lide. that after repeated lib.tions • • 
<to tho: royal family. fome popular toaft, propofed by an officer of <he militia oE Vcr; 
<failles. was rejeCted with contempt. The Uardes-du-Corps having never quitted the 
,old white cockade. fome of the military prefent, who had been perruaded to adopt the 

ri-coloured cockade of the P arifians •• now dl!termined to lay it .fide; and thc,ladies of 
he caul'! fuppl ied then, with white ones. as faA: 31 they could make. or procure them to 

,be made. It was added. by the patriotic party-and the afi'ertion had a prodigioDs elfea iii 
in6aming the populace--that tbe Paria,n cockade had boen torn, tr .. mpled upon, and treat • 

..ed with every mark of contempt which folly or outrage could infpire. But this was one of 
• 

thofe numerous calumnies which were now propagated, on every ocealion in whic\1 
the court were any way concerned.; the charge being abfolutely refuted by the folclDII 

-teilimony, on oath, of all or mon of the officers who were that night prefent .J • 

• 
The circumfiances a!tendin~ this entertainm,ent excited great murmur.s: many perfons 

'COndemlled them as imprudent, and fome attached to the conduCt of the guefts a degree 
.of criminality which certainly did not belong to it. Such, however. as deemed it repre
hen fib Ie. might have engaged the N.tional Alfembly.to requea the killg to jlf'ue orders 

. , 
G;s M. Mounicr (:'iys-a It i. very tnle, lh:n, in the hope of 'brin,ing b;\ck tbe (otdiors to their dttty, Ind or pre. 

.,., ventl"r -them (torn :ulupting :1 f.."Olou r which fen-eel them ;d :\ Pl."'" for _jrrlitHI, the ofticcrs cxcJaimcd-P"'rtn' • 

.. I C~tk hi.J1itbt I_Il is well k.nown hilt white hus llways been the (01001' of tbe FrtQl;h troop.. Rlbbancb arid 
It han kcrctucrs were co,\verted intu cockades, but, IIlu" ,/w ",~ Jblll itIWljl{fI'iGIt, J lUff ~/td,. t'.Jil/, ,h.I ,Ix Parlo

.,. )i.'1f «<luJth 'tll M mt frlt"'pld tt~, ... tIN Pft,It 'J.w INt" ",.-Iuj,;_}l.} I"Mtht 10 kliAlt I • .tliJd/'1O mprtmtlOll -wbauwr~. 
ft (11111(11 IJ(;I.h:J tM No1I;"'l.AjJtpJ,ly. H rome individ\lal' bad been rnIh enough for tbj" i{ iscertl1in thttt it\V'ould be 
If .impomble'\o 3!tribe it . the O:.rdc5-do.Cotps, fince it would not have takon p13" in a public company, ana 

-u (lOCO m:lOY o( tbe I~rrons who were profent woultJ never MVO Cu1ftted it, had it been 2.ttcmpttJ. ft i, ali'o impqffl
... , ble not-to know that tllis entert.1inmtnt had not for ill object any 4/ft"~ivic dcf'lgD, (if I may be lIlIowed lhe ex
u 1''''1T~.) fiace tho .('(r-milltiA ware'invitod. ""h ,<'COl IIW11ber or (pctUtonllf aU ..... Iu ",ere admitted.· (p. 9') 

, 
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for preventing a renewal of the f""ne; and that precaution woul<l certainly have fuf-
.nced to avert anyevilconfequence$ which the molt timid or Cufj,icious might have expeCl:
ed it to produce, But fhe .enemies of the public peace wilh ea to m. ke thi s tranfac
tion, innocent in itfelf, a pretext ,for the accomplilbment of an .iniquitous and deep
hid plaA. 

\During the feHions of tIle lirlt, Ctcolld, and tll i,,1 of Oaober, no member of the Na
ti~,.l A {!'embly faid a lingle word of the entertainment. On the fecond, Mounier, as 
prefident of the Allembly, went to the pabce, . nd prefented the dt clarltion of righl$, 
and Cuch articles of the conll it'Ution as had been already paired, fOI the kings tancHon; 
and his t 'e,lty told him, that he would communicnre his intention. to the Natio!lal 
AiTembly WI I all poffi!.le expedition,-lt is highly important to rcmatk here, that tho 

'king's intentions were not know\l lill Ibe Monday following, the .fifth of Oelober, about 
ten in the morning. 

• 
Meantime, ille rage of ,the Parilian pppulato, at the accoun't or thi s ill-fated banquet. 

-:Ioaded with aU the additional circumfbnce. wh ich malice and invention could fu" ply, 
exc.eded,all dcfcription. They immetlia\rly charged t he queen with being at the head 
of a confpiracy for car,ryiogoJf the king, and exciti"g a civil war; .nd they repreCented ' - . , 
this alf.ir.1t Verfail1es as the opening of the plot: the y faid it was too manifelt to ad-
mIt of a quenion; and the contempt !hewn for the national cockade, with the refuCal to 
drink profperity to tlte nalion, were to be c01l.lidered .$ a declaration of war; th.t it 
was time to terminate at once all thefe inquietudes; ana that, as fome were dt/irons of 
ca.rying off' the king to place him at the head of a party, they 1tad no otlter coo do to 
take, thatl 10 be beforehand with tltem, by fecuting his perf 011 in the capital . 

The famine w'hicll prelfed fo forely upon fo valt a multitude, would. in itfelf, indepen. 
~ent of all political confideratioos, have becn fuffi cient to diCI'0C. a much n.ore tempe. 
r~te and beuer condit ioned pcople to ou trage and violence; and Qf this the Ol'lcanl C c
tion, 'by w110m the 'PI dO of that f.mine appears, beyond all doubt, to have l,een c,1IIr;'1II1 

.and executed, were fuUy .w.re. It bas been pretended by many, tltat. ill the year 1789. , 
a real fC>rcity 1'revailell at Paris; but the trutp is, that unaer the 'reign of Lewis the 
Si:l(teenth. th.t is, until the a{!'affin.tion of the provo It of the merchants, Pati. had been 
always amply fupplied wilJ. I"ovilions: the ola government migh t evel) have been re
Jlt;oached with its predileCtion and profulion towards the capit~l, whofe irih.bitari I al
ways had their bread at ~ much cheaper rote th.n it was fold at in the p" ovinces, ~lId ~I-

• 
,vays at the expence or the royal tIeaTary'·'. The cries of the P arilians were nevcr 
~realed wj lh cOlllelupt; and the minifiry only turned a deaf car to the complaints of the 

" l' Abb' SJb:ltier. 

J E 
•• 
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prot·indals; for the 1'110/1; hungry mouths are not alway. the man formidable. And 
unce P~ris, transformed into a repuhnc, had hken the reim of goyernment into its OWJl 

hnnds, there was 00 kind of mifchief or violence which the patriotiOn or her officert 
h3d not ex~rted-and fuccefsfully toa;-for procuring an .mple ltock of provifions. 

, 
At this epoch, the emigration of tbofe whom the populace twned a"i/1ocralu, had 

Seen fo con!ideroble. th.t the daily confumption "r Paris was fOOdenly redueed)o ' 
cleven or twelve hundred faeks '$, .nd it has finee been demon·ltrat·d and ,cknowledged, 
that the Hall.-where the' corn .nd /lou~ were fold-w.s cOllltantly overltocked. This 
abundance, it was conceived, might prove faul to tbe (themes of the Orle.ns f.aion; 
but gold, which is generally ufed to procure cotn, w.s, iu this inlt. net, ?ploy.ed to' 

make it dif'ppe.r. .ll:lthough the fupply of F.ris did not exceed t .... elve hundred f.cks, 
t11e bakers d.ily dilhibuted ffom eighteen hundred to two thoufilnd five hundred pet 
day". Yet, notwithltanding this excefs, tbeir houfes were ince1fantly belieged frow 
1110rning to nigbt, by tbe poorer fort of people, who loudly complained of a f.mine. At 
t11e famo nme, it was no uncommon thing to meet fame of the working-pe ple, wh~ 
J\.d fuddenly quitted their ufual occupations, exclaiming, .. Why ntld "It worli? Our 

. .. falher d'Orlla1l1 p,..wd" us w;I" f •• d"'." Thlls the gold of this prince produced, at 
bis ple.fure, two phenomena of • vrsy different n.ture-want ~nd" plenty; but tbis 
double mean&, powerful as it was, w,$ fiill lefs elfeaual th,,) tbe conoua of cert.in ruf
nans, who cut open the f.cks, .nd fcattered the Bour in the fireets. In /hort, as if thefe • m.nccuvres were ilill too tardy in producing tbe deured effea, the corn was accuftd of :> 

vice that it ,did not polrcfs; .nd •• s. punilhmeJlt for itt abundance, \"hiro thwarted the 
projeas·of the cali.l, and tended to !ilence tho murmutl of tbe populace, a report was in
dultriQ,ufiy fpre.d, that it w·as of a bad quality. The confeCluence of ruth a report, to' 
procure credi~ to · which every as[ wal exerted, Wa& the alrembJage of a mob ab~t the 
Halle, wHo tbrew two t'houfand facb of lIour into the Seine. Perfon' of irreproach-
• • 
able charaaer and lIndoubted. veracity, wbo t.ned· the 1I0ur, .ffirmed that it was of mc-
pell quality .. • • . 

At tbac time there was fuch a plenty tbat bread was pubJickJy fold; in tbe fuhurb oC 
Saint Anthony,.t Iwo foUl, and even .t Mt fll tbe pound. Tbe municip,al ollieen at tbe 
Hotel-dc_Ville were apprized of this f.ft. allef, .t tbe fame time, received info~mation 
that money was difiributtd (on 'tbe fourtb of Oacher) botb in that quarter, and in tbe
fuuurb of· Saint Marcel. The municipality alrembled ill tumultuou. hane, and after deli. 
berating tillSour in tbe morniug .• decreed that a reinforcement_of lin hundred men Jhould 

6, 19Urm1 Politique Natrona! des lZutJ..Generaux tt de 1a Revolution de r7~, tnnr. ii. p. lo6l ... 'This i .. · 
proved by Ike re,iftcn of the Ralle of the olgp,thof OOobcr, 118" ~1 Journal Politiquc, kc. tom.ji . . p. 107'-
•• Juumal JloJit ique, tom. ii. p. ~O,. 
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l»e llationed at the town-houfe that day, to prevent a riot; but ~t feven in ,he morning. 
when the town-houfe was forced and pill.ged by the mou, there were not twenty men 
alretnbled thore; and yet the national guards. difperfed in ,the fi reets. were walkin!: 
peaceably about. wtth Ic;>aves under their arms. and looked with ·an air of indifference at 
\he crowd, by which the /hops of the bakers were <beliegcd". 

-
\ On the morning of the fiftl; of Oelober. the king fellt hj~ anfwer to the National 

Aliembly,.on the fubjeC\ of the decrees which their prelidellt had, four days before, prt
fell~ed for his acceptance. , He gave his alrent to the conj/iluliDnal.rticles. hut on the po. 
utive condition, from which, he faid, he never would dep.rt, that, by the gt"neral refult 
of the de' erations of the Alremhly, the executive power lhould have it s entire circa 
in the hands "f the mOIl.rch. He obferved, .t the fame time, that he had not foulld .IU • 
~hofe art i cle~ equall y perfeC\ ; but he had deemed it pr.ife-worthy in him to pay r~gud 
to the prefellt wilbe. of the deputies of the nation, and to the .lart'\ling ci rculllihoce, 
which invited him, in tbe moll imperious manner, to promote the fpeedr re-elbblilb
ment of peace, order, and confidence. He acknowledgeq, that the declaration of rightl 
contained fome excellent maxims, but that, being fufceptible of different ·interpreta
tions, it would be ufelefs to fancHon thcm with hi s approbation, before the ~a{ling of 
thofe laws which were to explain their meaning and fix their application • 

• 

The king" anfwer was highly applauded by onc part of the Affembly, while by tl ~ 
other it was conlidered as a jull fubjeCt for the ,"oil violent indign.tion. Hi. au'.lJiDIt 
to the decrees was termed a rifufal; his obfervations all offence. What dDu the e .• "u.
Ji"e POWl" w"nl l'-faid the taIl-DOli il bmme him tD ,ritieifl Dur wDrk I' If hl m'!f1 matu 
Dbflr"aliDns, lei him ittp Ihnn ID himfl!f. If ."r CDnj/;,uliDn is nDI ptrfitl, hilS nDt he bun 
lb. caufl if iJI im~rf<lliDn, by thrDwing perpelual Dbjlac/,,';,. ils walt One deputy ob
{erved. that th~ king had made fome regul.tion for the execution of one of their prece4 ... 
ing decree •• and he waa very much afioDiihed that anyone ihould p'refume to Dlalce fuch 
regulation. while the AfJ"embly were at Verf.ille., Another exclaimed-f1That pow" i, 
ab.ve Dur Dwn I' At firn they faid, th.t the AfJ"embly wa. fuperior to the legi llativ~ 
.power, which was certainly true; the king and the National AfJ"embly formins collec. 
lively the Jegilbtive .power, were doubtlefs Cupenor to the king, exercifing individually 
tbe executive power : but this alrertion did not content them; they added. that they 
were fuperior ~o Ih,' /'gijlall'v" 'DWtr, becaufe they were a tDnjliluling pOW<Y. In /hort, 
t his intoxi;:ation of authority, joined to the knowledge they poffdred of their own 
fiorength, .. as carried [0 fuch a height that they wcre enraged that tbe king's anfwer 
waa not counter-figned by "' mininer who would have been refponfible for it ; and it 
was 011 this occllfion, tbat thefe memorablc words were uttered-Tal! NArION MUST 

" /JourcW Politique, tom. lie p. 108. 

, 



• 
REIGN or 

• 
II AV E VIeT! M S '·,- words, which, when cbul>I.~ IV ith fucc~eding events, cannot fail to 
excite the molt market! reprobatiun and horror . 
• • 

]n the midft of thefe difculliolls, M . Perion mcntiond , for the lirn time, that military 
h.nquet, with regard to which a prorollnd tilenec h ad heen obfCrved during five fellions, 
,mel which had been referved for that day. The fame progrellion , the fame rapidity , was 
r emarked in t be im pu tations-. At firn, it was onfy fiiled all .rei" ptrhaps deftrving l' 
.pithtl indfClIIl; it then became a politive cri me againn the country, and again!! the fove
reign; alld imp((CtJtiDIIs- it ,vas alllrmed-had hem v.miwf fi rtlragat.!fJ thl Nati.nat A.f 

" fimhly, ana againjl' liberty'·. A brave officer, (M, Monfpey) obedient to the voice of 
honour, and anxious to avenge a corps in which he had formerly ferved , m~ that the 
guilty flIould be punill\ed, and challenged Petion to Jign his denuncl>tion, and I-.r it on 
t ne table ,.: This gave rife to a difplay of the mon violent indignatioD 01\ the demo~ 
eratic lide of the houfe, and brought up Mir>beau, who, with the utmon fury in his 
looks and manner, exclaimed-" Declare that the king's perron alone is/acr.d, and I will 
., bring forward the impeachment myfelf," When I\e rat <fown, he informed the peopfe 
near liim', tli :.t tlie queen, and the c1uke de Guiehes, corone l of the Gardes.du-Corps, 
were the objeas he had'in view, Miraoc.u, aware of the approach of !lie Parifian 
" rm y, only wi fhed to be .urged'; tpe mob in the galfery-were numerous and'violenr. 
and if the queen had been impeached, thn Brig.nds of the capital, finding, on their, ar
rival, that princefs aceufed by a member of the legiOative alfemhly, would have deemed' 
~hat . 1f. Rillat ion ju(\ifiable il\ the eye cff the law which hitherto they had only been fii
mulated' tocoml1l1 t hy th e temptation of a bribe". Fortunately, th.,. wel-l-timed' ex~ 
tions of Mounier, as prefJtlent, who remarked, tllat he fhould neidier fulfer any jntcr
ruption of the order of the day, nor 'the introduction of reBellions foreign from the 
point' of difcu/llon then before the Alfemhly, prevented· the agilation of a queftion; 
which, man probably, would have led to the malfacre of the uRfortunate queen, an d. 
reduced Mirabeau, at leaft fOE that morning, to the oeceRity of bein&. criminal only 

• 

in jntentiolll 
• 

kwas during tile interval which occllrred between the' prefentatio(1 of tile conni tu,. 
tional decreesJor the acceptance'of the king, and. the receipt. of hi& majefiy'a anfwer by 

70~ Mc!moire llu Cbmte de Lally-ToUm.', P'> '59, tGb . 
, . It is worthy of remark, that the Gardes--du .. Chrp$, llt that very clltertlinmoni, which wu made tHe pretext 

fbr al\ attc~pt to extermtnate the royal famity:ml.l them(c1vOI, (0 far from offering an infult to any 000, adopttd 
tho hWIlablo rclolution of maintlininc: the roor of VcrlaiUes for .. week. 1~ PoIir!'Iw, &ce. tom. ii. p. 116. 

7' Faltuelatifs:i b dernierc in(ul'rettion, p. 't.-M~moit'c de M. do I..31ly-TolendaJ, P: 1611, . 6u-Jouraal 
PoJitiq\lC, &c. tom. ii . p. uS, 

11 Mil'll:belu ob(erved the next day, in tho 10urJUI de Pr'ovcnce, or wb1eh he was the author, I AaJ tbl ptrfot of lIN 

ifglYJI MIII ./if rltt I;~, next to the king, AvI ,,'hA IIJtM/IiIfI/fllllilillrilltJ (famlliar.itCs pcu. commu.aes) witb 1M .-fltft'> 
!ltk/oJ"",. JourM!l'olitiqu./ tom. ii, p, .. 6. 

tho' 
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the A!fembly, that the Orleans faCtion were fo bulil y employ"c1 in the dinrihution of 
money, in the creation.of wont in the midlb of abund.nce, ond ih every other pre para. 
tion for exciting all; infurreCtion in the fuburbs of th~ capital, ancl in ,lIlilofe pl ace. 
'where the l'opurlace .. ere mon accuHomed to .(femble ' 4: The news· of the entertain
ment at Verfailles, accompanied by air the embdlilliments that w re necdf:"y to give it _ 

> 
elfecr, "as admirably ca\c uloted to operate on the minds of a. mob thus prtvioully irri-
t. ed and inflamed. People '\lere heard to cl{C\,itD ill the nt:ee __ H What indoe""! 
.. orgies !-The national coekade trodden under foot I-ThcAlfemhly curfed and threat
". ened !-Let us halten to pUlliO, this dreadful hlafphem,y; let uS revenge the natiol1 .;, 
." and bear off fhe king from· the enemies of the country!" -But theee cries 'and mur~ 
murs. WI) • prohably, have on ly produced limilar fytnptom. of difcontent in thofe to
'whom they were addrdrcd, if the Orleans 'faCtion had 1I0t col\e6lcd three or (ollr humlred. 
Po1fa.des", and fome of the porters who attend the Halle drc!fcd like the Pot,fardes, 
and mingled with a number of Ilrange-Iooking fig"res, wearing long beards and, pointed ' 
C'ps, and armed with. pike$, loaded hludgeons, and other ex traordinary w.~po",·;-a fp'l,
cies of favage that w.s. now feen for the firn time it> the cal,ital, alld that di(appeared. 
immediatel.y after the b"finefs for W,}1ich they had been fummoned was terminated '". This, 
motk)' and ferocious grQupc foon contrivt d to augment thei .. numbers, by pr'cfJillg fome 
into their. fervicc, and by courting. junCtion witl! • .11 tbe low pronitutcs that infened· 

. the Rue S.int Honore, and the fnburbs of Saint Anthony nnd Saint Marcel-the ain.t 
Giles's and Rag-Fair of Paris. In filOrt all the lanes, allies, cellar.s, .nd gar-rets of tbeIC 
cII,orated dillriCts are fait! to have been.complctely fi.rippetLof, theil' fajr inhabitati!,. 

The circumlbnce of a great number 8f men, difguifcd in women!, doaths, being in
terfperfed in the ranks of this army, mull be cOlllidered as a kind of concurren t tell ... 
mony th at this fcheme was preconcerted, and that the cabal had .more prodcnce than to 
tru ll th~ buJincfs cnti<cly to the conduCt of tbefe heroines. It is, iJlJ cd, faid, that fevcraL 
of the militia of. Verfailles were dininguiJ],cd among them ". Yet this llr;lOge nlfern
blage is defcribed by Roband as compolcd of mothers frantic with defp.ir tbrOllgh t1.~ 

dreadful circumliance of /lot hav.illg, bread to give to their familhcu childr .. nl 

.,. .. Thefe efforts were ftrenuouOy (econde" by tHo republican party, thou&h they :le\cd on very diffcI'cnt 
,rounds. 

n Tho wonteA who went rr()m ' 1 .. j, to VorfaiUea" On this occlfion, have always been difiinguHbe.;l by the ap. 
pellation of Poi!for~J, whh;h properly appliCJ only to tho women ,who {ell fifh and. fruit ill the t\a:ceb "lid 1(lllli l Qf 
me (;:\piui. But thefe btl, fo fdr ftom j()ining the fd/fi Poiffim/u, ... they have been formed, jn tpC pl'c rcnt jn.fhnc., 
who er.tlc:lVoured to (orce them to accompany them to Vonailles, appltoJ. tu the COrJ'S"'dc--Garde iU the POll' $IJ/n( 

Eit/Min for mllit.'lry :amftanco to repel there (uricJ, ¥lu, afrer the klns's Olfdval 3t the TlliUcrie., they {eO! ;t dCJ'u
tation thitber, on the Inorning of the (eventh of OClobcr, to pre(cnt a requen to the lUng and quotn, uem:IOllint: 
;Unice on tho authorc of the horrid. C31umny which reprefented them a. ac,omplices in the vioJen(io ,cmauttc,J on. 
tbolr Jnajefties, tho.precedinr day. 'jlflrnal PQI/t"J"I, "c. tom. ii. p. :19, ~2.0. Note. 

• • . , .. ~ 
7° l0w-w Polit iquo, 10m. ii. p. 119' 11 Idem, lb;U. p. 22.0. 
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llrc:ld \YoU, .Ifirlt, indoe,l,lhe watch-word and the univerfal cry of thefe female ruffians; 
.. nns were, howcv~r, t!lOught necetrary, .3' affording more efteClual means.for obtaining 
it, th an mere fuppl,callon. They accordmgly proceeded to the Aotd de .Vllle, or town
houfe, which they forced, at fevcn o'clock in tbe morning of the fifth of O&ber, and 

• plundered; they gave an early fpeci",en of their courage in paffing thither, QY making 
-their way boldly through fever.1 battalions of Parifian guards, who were d''3wn up 
armed in fhe open fpace be ore th.t building. Having met, on the /lairs of the to~
hou(e, an unfortunate ecclefiaftic, they, a$ an e«oy in the bufineu of death,immcdiately 
hung him up by 'he neck Some of tbeir male followers, whether it was through 
mercy, or by w.y of varying the pallime, cut the priell: down before he W3S quite dead, 
and then fo eftcetu.lly kicked and ~o«ed-his carcafe about, th.t, in a OlOrt ~, he fully 
recovered his fenubility, and wa., moft unexpe8edly, permitted to gct home as he could. 
After plunoering the Hotel de Ville, fei~jng t!,e magazine of arms, col e8ing the artil
lery together, alld forcing open the prifons with t.umult indefcribable, th 's htrmaphrQdil.l 
ormy-as it ~s be.n optly termed-fet out for Verf:oilles, t~ cannon being dragged be
hind >s a rear· guard. They had been previoufly joined by a great number of workmen, 
;lOd lUll compelled every woman they DIet, of whatever TOnk or age, to accompany them. 
One Maillard, to tbe proper garb and ch>ra8er of • man, appeared now as their leaner; 

' on whom Rabaud benows high prave for the difcipline, order, and gO"'trnment wbich he 
enablilhed among them; as they p.tred, however, between the Seine and tbe terrace of 
the Tuilleriei, they overtook a life-guard on horfeback, and -called out to him- " 41 y'lf
" ore going ~ V.,foilltS, uIl4hegu,," that we/hal/flo" o. thert 10 cuI off htr htad'· ... 

A [econd army of Amazons \Jus preparing to follow the lirn, who were, with much 
difficulty, difperfed by La Flyette, the national guards telling .their general, tbat they 

,could not fire upon, nor ufo any force ag.inn, their fellow citi7.ens, who were alking for 
bread. At the fame time, the rage 'for going to Verfailles, which bad been induftriouOy 
fomented amoog the people, was now become general, and Co ftrongly illCe8.d the na
t ion.l troops, that they -<o",mandtd their ()/licerc to lead them thither ft. Upon this 0<:

c.{jon (orne of Ibe grenadiers told La Fayette without referve, thai und,rjlalllling tht /till: 
.wtJs nn jd<DI, th", was no dOllot but maUerl WD1lld go '" much "'tlltr by I~ appointmtll' of " 
.'''111(;/ of ,.egmty. As this was not only the peculiar language and d08rine of Mirabeau, 
and o t' thofe otl,er leaders of the cabal who were initiated in its lUon fecrtt myfteries, 
but as it was publicklf kllown that the eftablilbment of a COUQcil of CC&eACy W:II tho 

" journal PoIi.a.icrae, kc. p.l1)-
19 N:>t.hint better could he ~ from troopc lLooR.ituted,aad I' direipliDed. We are told thae when La 

f::l ·cn~ was ~t the bead of tbero guard., 1\0 alway, i""ltnilbem ro Wrn to tIM ri&hc, AAd /1In'u-tlifIl 1bem to tuna 
CI) the it ft, &c.-Onc dJ.1, :11\ officer .premD!: one or the (old\en to quicken his P3tO, the btter rfplied-If FflitlJ. 

(I tttp'<l jll, 1& '4 footl J'WI ",dt-fir 11ft Me IQ(J Iii- !"-LD £ae\", the t:a9WA _ a 1boemak.cr_~_ Nilifw. "c:. 
tom. i. p. J 58. 
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molt immediate objc6'\: of their ambition, none could be at a lofs to determine from what 
fouree the grenadiers had derived this id~a. 

L a Fayette, who feemed aftonilhed at even-the,idea of offering any vi olence to the 
king's perfon, or impoling any reftraint upon his inclination with refped to relidence, • 
endeavoured to allay this fermentation, and temporized with the troops a$ lcong.s !,offi-
b ; but they beeoming every inllant more outrogeous, and, at lengt h, direding their 
threats .g.inft himfclf, he and his prineip.1 officers, under an i,nmedi.re appreloc nfion for 
tneir lives, fubmitted to comply with -the demands of the foldiery; but, in order to give . 
fome fembl.Hce of. legality to his proceedings, which, indeed, flood in great need of jufli
ncation, ~ required , aild:obtained an order from the mayor and council of Paris, by. 
wbich ht WDS mjoinNi,. ;11 tomplian« with tht will of Ih. peoplt, 10 repair I. 'tr[ailltl·o. 
Tbis being done, be began bis march from Paris, at the he.d of an army of e~gh teen 0 

tw.enty thoufallll men, accomp.nied by its artillery, and with every difplay of military 
pomp and. parade, about four o'clock in the afternoon " . • 

• 
R abaud obferves-" No pencil can depid the frantic joy of Paris, on beholding he 

" militia marth, with th~ intention of feeking and bringing away the king. The ca
" pital w~. aff'ured that her diflrefs would, at lenglh, be termin.ted."-But' DI/~lhtr pcn, 
h. s finilhed the pidure by obferving, that .. No fooner had the Parilians Ion. fight of the · 
U flying coloun, and ceafed to be.r the found of the drums, th.n thei~ acclamations were . • .. f~cceeded by a difmal fiknce, and the loud burCh of loy gave place to a. gloomy 
4. fono w "." 

While thefe tr.nradions paff'ed at Paris, the motley troop of Poiff'ol-des and:their off'o
ciate., who had left the capital i.l the morning, continueddhoir-march to "'.rfniller 
which was marked by fuch ci rcumftancc. of outtoge, fuch brutalit y, fueh grofs pblccnity. 
of language, and fucb horrid and profane curfes, oaths, and imprecations, 31 Ivere with
ottt exampl~ in aoy countr-y that had tbe f.nalleft pretenSons to. dlvi lizatioll : it is . 

lOLa Fayette noW (0d.1\4 th.e ill effi:ltt of hisltte:Colution· or mifiondua:-whic.benp.it wu-.in no\- oppoli,,% 
wjtb the ~itour 1lvbich betame hi' chataller and ihtion, tho :LfTa.ffilUtlon of Foulon and Bot'thier. Bad he "orud 
hirn(clf on Wt «cwon with proj-er enefIY,. he would either have fillenmobly, ih lite difchu,. oE hi. duty, or 
have impofoct a -pe:rpetual rcftraint upon lbc ferOCity of the people. As h W~, the populace Il(cribed hi, (or~ 
lcarancc to wnltneu J M~ bavin, once imbibed that idea, nothing ceuld ptenmt tbem (rom aenng ,accOI·dlngly. 

J,~s boen Ob!trved, and not Wljufily"tbat.i,"W21 La Fayette'. duty, in!lcad of aficing tbe c.uu.ru;.it (or liIuorJer 
(0 tepair to Verflilles, to req.ire them to COG~n mu{Iolfet for dirpcr(la, tbe mob, (by whom he bad btou.llrlt 
threatened) which rru,ht have been Wily done, with tb. affilbncc .f tbe £oldien, who .were then ma.1\cn or the 
{.quare in which the tb\~m..b.ou(c is lituated I and, if lhe army had rewro. co obey him, be would h.~YC had an cxc~ 
kot opportunit)' for rtfi(niD, tbo c:omrnand of t .... t undj(c:iplinad militia. , 

It JOUftW Politlquc, ace. Icc. tom. ii. p. at 3: 
!t..W/lQire cStla..hvolution de .,h, pAr Dtux Ami,4ie la Uhft_. cor.. iii. p. 305' 

faid 
• -
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{:lid. 110r OU the faa ever been contf.ldiCted, tlut they aa-ually put to dCMht by hang",: 
ing thein, two unfortu natc.rerfons whom they melon the road, and ad ;lfterward. Ihe 
.3udacity to boan of the deed. They reached Verfaille, about hOllf fi: three in the 
cftcrnoon. • 

At th:lt time. the 'king, who. as we h:avc (cen, hoo-givcn his anrwer to the conllitu
(ioo:'l1 decrees. and to the declaration of rights. in the morning, W IS peaceably cnjoyjlllg 
'the tliverliol1 of {hooting at Meutlon, Httle thinking, th3t the marqu is.de b. Fayette W:lS 
-in morion with his patriotic army. (or the purport) of carrying him air; . th:a the Poif4 
farcies amI a!faffins were already at the gates of hi. palace; and that the Nation,,) A(fcm
bly werc employed in r.arching for (.lUlu in hi' conduCl, and in prcpariy load hinl 
with inruf't.. Such \V as the !it uation of «hat unfortunate prince, tbat on the (alne day. 
and 3t the (1me hour. th~ patriotic army wilhcd [0 rob him of his liberty; the Poilfardes 
ftl1d Bligands to murder his wife t and the Nation~l AEembly to ,de(.H.oi~ Jl im of his 
crown'J4 ,. 

Th,e Afrembly were Rill C1\g:lged in the debate on the fubjeCt: 'Of the kiog's anfwcr. in 
<the coutfe of which it was obferved. tbat the king Iud beto adv ifed to fufpend hl. adhe
nnce to the declaration of I'ighu. 111 if the rights of man were not anterior to thofe of 
a.onarchs , and indc;pc ndenl of t hronei; 3. if the right if nature'· fiood in need of the 

unaion 

. , JOUTnIl 'Pulitique, &c.lom, ii. p , U'4' 

., On the perpetusl sllurlon to the rlSh of nature, at tl\.if tim' (0 prevslent ill tbe Arrcmbly, and on fbe iUut. 
ttratinn III tbore and other ""btl, in I,h"r celebrated declanttoll , a.c(ll'It"npolllry writer IIll' the JoUowiQ, obCt.r"" .. 

otion.~" They conMel'od Ihemfc1v .. ill tll!;r wooden hO\l(e, u it 1'I1~.J 1" II f«ond Nwh" .rk, whence it ap. 
tI ncsred tn them tbat tho urtb 'Wio.,tII 10 the (lI'n occ:upier, :md lliallhey were :.t Uberty to poirc.1 it out amon, 
" • new raQe of mtn, T hey declared, tthen., in the (ace or the u.iw-r{e, th-at. ih 111m fI ' t- 6m. .1flI '-'If fiu; 'h' 
.. .. " .. U (WI"" In _It ,tv." ,1II,.'bto- ..... , «nd a hundred other di(eo~rie of t~ fOl t;ne kiDo.l, which they conVl"
" misted Inenlfe\veJ llpon b1\ving been tho ft rft to reveal to the wol'1ui while they ~U,hcd, very llhilofo\l!UaUr,st 
.1 the ti.nglilh, fur not hnilll had \he (enCe to b<'l lll l" the faille IU2llner, wttb their Rev~lution of IllBS, 

II But tl,e j\l)' of our deputies w .. <If Ihott ~Inctlon. ,.hc it'lhlbitltnu or ocher cuuntr~ of 'EuropclOon bcpn 
" III inq\ll r& in\O the nalurc uf tbl. new mode or condullina J*'I"k! by lhtori&.ao.d Q.lt!t:lph),lic.al :lbflr2ttiQnf; of 
If defl'ill~I:.aU the knl)IVlf.lSc \hal rcfulu; (r(lm pf':l(\iu :l lld IIXpt.11ente; o! cenrullndinl ")an in:m I\brolutc ra. 
" va:e n" tl'. "' til man in a fqt.: I,r (OCI t-Iy : and IIllturAI ill.,!el'.ndcnco with ch'i! Iiberry. ' 1'0 (aJ' thllt .UIM" 1111 

1/ ".,,, _, . ... ,ttfm. is '0 (:I)" in (.ta, ,A.,,1Ify .,,1Y;.1I111f(! flJlf. i/f ""hi, &In men llrll bOI'n Il:tked, and lin: d OAtbeil • 

• f II! Il" 'I I rc!\orll Indlj'l<'nt1ent, lind 1il'c fubjeC\ to laws. Clo:tlh(, 'uuntt, refiraill. ill II tenain degret, the mO\'Cnlenti 
II or the bOOr, but tho)' .. n",d It PI'OIet\ioll f.'Om ext~ru:lIllCchlcntJi (f) 11I\V8 .. tAraln rho ramun,. hul they derelld 

• f. houutu. hf~, IIn4l rOIl\l,IIO. 1 hu" 1.0 havc rondcretl tpemlCl\'cs i~l1,ihle, they Ibould have di'ftin!uifl\ed be-
.. f. 'woe' h\lcl t., lUld mueltClldence I I~btrt)' conr. . in obc)'ing the I .. wa alone; but il. "this detimtioll tbc word "'r1 

fl !~ inc:luu;ul, ""'hile tntlcpout!cl\I:e cor(1fb inJillln, tn the woe)':". without obeYIng IllWI, amI WIthout ¥k.oow1cdC. 
II irlJl: any " illY n£ refi ' lIlIlt. , • 

• , Th.c CllI\d\let, of the A/Tem\ ly W'JJ, there.fore, deenlct! alike ftr::&ngc 2nJ d:lngero:l\ in alioptine the code of 
... the favt"lgC$. ;md u\ corlo£\ma: I1wtiml flvoul'3ble. to c;liti{m, lind to all the pallionl OUt U"c hotl.ile to {(l(;iety. 

",I :rile nC(ratf In our c:oloN~ illlu lbe r,rvalW i.n Oil( houres, may, With tOt Juhrat;"" ; ,ithrdn. tbti" hands, cxpel . 
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[anelion of Itingt: that he had only been led to giv~ his aeceflion to the conliitutiobal 
articles, that his minilicrs mir;ht "eofure them under his n~lIle: but how, faid the mem
bers ..mo advanced theCe arguments, can tbe con~itution Go expored to the refufal of the 
executive power, and to tbe cenfure of its .gents I 1£ th.t power owes its exilienee to 
the conliitutioo, what right can it have to refu~ the conil:itution? Let us, at bn, fillce 
they force u. to it, tear off tbat myfierious veil, which, from rerpea 'for royalty, we 

\ fuffer to conceal the bounds of its authority, and let us no longer rulfcr our condefcen
<bnce to be abufed for ,the purpoCe of viobting the firfi rights of the peol,le I No, we can 
no longer dilfemble as to the narure and extellt of thoCe rights; the intereft of th~ _ 

,<ountry which prefcribe~ it to UI as a duty not openly to .Jfel't them, would repder u. 
crimin' ill confellting to f .. crifice them I,. . 

During the debate, foine of tbe members informed the pretident that a confiderable 
army bad jull: arrived from Paris. This news being circulated in the Alfembly, it was 
'tll0ved, that-the prefident /bould repair to the palace, and entreat the.king to giv~ his 
'pure and -unconrntional acceptance ,to the declaration of rights, and the conlHtutional 
IIrt1~les. It W3S now ·holf pall tbree in the afternoon, :lnd the AlI'cmbly was on the 
poi."tef adjourning,·when the troop of Brigands :lOd PoilI'ardes arrived ~t Verrailles. 

, . . 
'The \.ing, who had be,<n apprized of the tumults ill the capital, immediaiely quitted 

his di.erlion, .nd hallened back to the palace, which he reached about a quarter of an 
110ur before the arriv.l of the aJfaflills. The duke of Luxembourg. captain of the 
;f;uard., alked hi. Inajelly if he had any orderi togive, meaning with regard to the dit~ 

fPoCalof the troops: hut tbe king replied, with .linile, .. What bee.ufe the WDmm are 
.. coming; you are joking, [urely /"-Meanwllile tbe formidable phalanx fucldeilly .p
:pcared in the avenue leodil)g to Paris, .tlended by five pieces of cannon. It was then 
deemed prudent to fend Come dragoons to fiop them itt the avenue, alld prevent them frOID 
advancing further; but the f.aioUi foldiers difobeyed t40e commands of their officers, and 
! .. frered them all to paC., 

After they had furmounted this h'illing ob/bele, the PoilI'ardes pr.fented themCelv" 
at the door of the Affembly, and, infilling on being admitted to the baf, attempted to force 

" . s (rom __ heril....... 110., eoold an atr.ml>ty o( asiO .. on leian on lcoono ... of Ihi • .".Ib, thAl ,t.. ."lh 
.f of ItIdllr~ ann_. (or I moment exift by the (lde of l'o/my' The very day when a man taket pofl'e6'ipn df • 
• , field b'J the labour' he btftow, on it, he ,catet to be in a /tate of pore natur'J hi. uillence, liko fhat of Jiil 
.. a.iabbntJ. ~lI'Inld tty iQ~t., aod dcreodcncc. But t~e Nation:\l AKtlnbly ~Ud DOt thu(c to remtm· 
If her itw the body lM*lc J. ao am.ci.l being wbich it iodebtcd (01 amht8.to bAtOte; Or 'hit nlcq v. born un .. 
.. equal, aDd that tho law i. the :ttl or levelling naturalllleclualiticl.". L'.AIJH S.Wt~;tr . 

• , Biftoire de laacfvotudrDe4o I,SO, tom. iii. P'1 ' 3, ' (4.-Ttte,., r.f..~I·~ rant hire (poke ,1111-& j tbey prove4 
dl:.v, in their conc:ep(el. , ... meetinG' Of (he St3tel-Gencr:at bad etrea"lOl virtuAl :lnnihnctiorl of the mon:lifchy. 
atotal cfifroldtion of the feebJ CIOMp6t\ J chat the iMbarc:h w. reduted to I non...ofttiry, .n4 tbat 'he (o\l.ld not rt.· 
- -U coil .. hsto II!c _1ftIM ., lb. 01.1'" ,...,. or tile AlIinI1>lrtil 
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Ihe gU~f(1. The protident , howe ver, h ~y i ng COll)mUl ' C ~l e(1 thei r wilhes to the AIf~mbly. 
it W~! ref"I Yed', by n m.jority, Ih31 thcy Iholi id be admitted . A gr..,t number of thelll 
:u:cordingly ent tred lile hall , an~ plnetrl themC Iyu, wilhoul ce remony , n be fealS oppro-

ialcd to Ihe ufe of the depulies, wilh whom Ihe y mi llgled. l\1aillar, and another 
t~' n; \O ho aCt.d as his adj ut" nt, were at ~hc head of them, T he Inlter lold th. Aficm
bly , that, " 111 Ihe morning thoy had fo und 110 breau at the bakt!rs ; that, in a fi t of deC • 
.. pair, he, who bad been 0 loldier in the French guards, lVas goi ng to ring the alarm- ' 
" bell; but Ihat he ha~ beell .pprehended in the attempt, and Was about to he h~nged, 
" whcn the ladies who accompanied him fayed his life."-He added- H'That they haa 
" come to V. rfai ll .:s to alk for bread, . nd , at the (arne time, to enforce the punilhment 
.. of the Gardes·du-Corps, who had illJulted the patri.tic cockade ; thilt Ihey .~ good 
" patriot ; that they had forcibly fei 7.ed 011 the black cockadcs which they h.d feen at 
•• Puri . and on the road." He then drew one out of his pocket, faying, that he would , 
I,aye thc pleaCure of tearing it to pieces in prefe{lcc of the Affembly, which he imme. 
di atel y did. Hi~ eompanion then faid-" 111'. will fi" u tVery body to wrar tbe patriotic 
cockad.... Thefe exprcffions having excited fome murmurs of "ifcontent, the man ex~ 

. c1aimed_" Say wbat you will, WD are all brotlu rs." The prefident replied, that no membe, 
of the Alfcmbly was difpofed to deny that all men ought to conGder themfel ves as 
brothers ; that the murmurs were only,occalioned by hi s threats to fora people to wear 
i he cockade ; that he had no right to rqrce any body; and that he ought to (pe~k wirll 
refpcCt to the National Alfcmblj(. 

The ,orator of tlte mob next (aid-" The arifloc, .. te' wiffi to make ITS pc:rilh wit·h 
" hUllger : a note fop two hundred livres was Cent this very day to a miJ1er to engage 
' .. him tll grimtno mort! corn; on which condition he was promiCed a weekly remittance 
., t o the f.me amount." A general cry of indignation .burn from the Alfen,blr, an~ 
("v(I'Y part of the hall "refound.d with the exclamation of " Na",. iht ",all '" The pre. 

, li ttent alfo detired that he would difeover the criminal; lllfuring him that the mofi ex· 
emplary pUlli lhment Ihould be inlliCted on him. The two oraton, ~fter (orne helit~tion, 
told the A mbly, that )lllving.met fOlne bdies ill a carriage, tbey oblig~d them 10 ali!rJlt; 
.n~ that, in order to obtain penniffiol\ to proceed, the 1a~e, had told them that an ee
clefiaflic had denounced tliis crime to the National All'embly" ... n., Jay"-purCued the 
oTll tors-" Ibm it was the arrhbijhop of Payis," All the members however hallencd to . 
inform him that/the. ar.chbilhop of !'In, was incapable of luch :\A.-a of ~trj)City " . 

•• JI\ (I'll, o"e 01 tbe iKclcfi.aft"al de~u, in the courle of hit di«.rtatioa: on u.. kin,'.uI'wer, h3d aJ. < 

lu.ded to tl\e; Clrcuml\.apcc, but whhout "Ld ~cin, lOy proof JO {upport or it, and witbol1t Cft1l mentioninc the 
;wne oC the perfon atcufcd.-M. M-Mfllfr. • 

" M. Mouniar (aye-" It is di ffiQult t conceive by wl~ means tbty (the fa8ioa) had fuccC*3cd io .iett"rJnc 
H tbe I'COple of .PaT'l.s w ilh. Cueh au inv,1r:rt.o hatred. or :1 prellte (a Yh~ .. ro I""Ot:l ftieod Ie lhe poGl'.,a04 ro 
t f -n:. d.y to m:lkc auy faeri6" .. io order to promote pe~te. It .. k.nown thAt h. was the man who, to talm tbe popu ... 

Ur cfforfcfc.r'I('.C tlxriled agaiQ.ft lb. ecclo{~, pro~fc&l ~ ~n.fcJlt Co tho fupprcffioll oC tithes i be afterwarde 
.. oIrcrccltbe ~b\Jr~ plate:' 
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The dialogue between the . leaders of the mob aod the prefident of the AJT'cnlLly was 
interrupted lly the cries of the Poilrardes, wbo, fianding up on the benches, nil cried ~ut, 
at the fame time, for bread for themfdve, and for the capitlll. The prefident told them. 
thai the Alrembly faw with cOl/cern the famine which afBicted the capita l, and whic~ 
proceeded froOl the obllacles created for the pu""ofe of preventing the circulatioll of 
grain; that it had done every thing in its power to facilitate, by its dccrees, the fUl/ply 
'of the city of Paris with provi(ions; th:!! the king had exerted his utmofi e!Forts to en
force the execution of thofe decrees; that new menfure. lhould be' deviCed for putting a 
flop to the famine, which their fiay at Verfailies would certainly not do; that they 
ought to leave the Alrembly to difcufs, with freedom, thoCe important poinU, and 
peaceati~ to return without committing auy act of violence ". 

This anfwer was not capable of fatisfying them, and M. Mounier would "oubtlef. 
liave made them another, if he h.d known the true fiate of .!Fairs in the capital at that 
time; if he had known that there had always been plenty of lIour at Pa~s, ,nd th,t the 
Poilrardes had been followed to VerCa)lles by fever,l carts, 10lded with "reM, m'al, and 
"randy·p. They allexclnimed-" 'rhal', ".1 fi!tficittll ;" but entered into no f.rtherexpl.",,
tioo, and, foon after, joining in the deliberations of the members, they called out to on., 
"Speak, then depuly ;" to another, .. Hold your longl~e, depuly;" while their apofirophes were 
,powerfully fetonded by oocation. 1 reports of tan non in the ~venue, ~lld ,11 the members 
.feemed to dread them, except Mirabe.u, who having, of eourfe, fome particular grou nds 
of [ecurity, ventured to addref. them in ~ dict3torial and .uthoritative fiile, ,fki(1S' them 
what right they had to come and impoCe, laws 00 the National Alrembly.·· • 

, • 
, The Poilrardes fmil,".t this mod. of interrog.tion adopted by theirji·imd; ,nd the 

/l.lfembly found itfelf reduced to a fituJtio~ replete with dilliculties aod difgrace; it was 
aware that the majority of its members were in the fecret with reg. TIl to the army that 
was about to arrive; fome of the deputies had been heord to fay-" We m'!fi g~ '0 Paris, 
'!>at', IIJe .nly plaee i" which 'WcjhalJ b. abl. to d. a'lJ th;'lg;" others were fcen to prompt 
the Poilf.rdes, ,nd fuggdl: IDotions to them. It VI.s known, alfo, that three hundred 
armed P.ri(i,ns had privately entered V.rfailles, tlje evening before; .od that, as the 
Brigands arrived, the inhahit,nts coiled out to them from tbeir windows,-" #;'/co",., 
l.ntl.metr, w. Ixp.fled y.u·'." 

, . The greoter the difficulty attending Cuch n {ituation, the more courage oDd magnonj. 
mity lhould the National A!I'embly have difplayed. l?r (ear f~etns to have predomi. 
nated, ODd their !cowardice had all the elfeds of perfid,\ T hey confirmed thei r deer .. 

•• i'nitJ rebti!1l illa dCl'nietc in(urrellioDJ\ . 14' . 
'. Journal. Politlque, '(( ~ tom. ij. }J. U9. ;10 ldem, ibill. p. ;1. ]0. ' f' lIf,m, i ~jd. 9. 1) J) 1p. 

• 

• 
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on the. nineteen rtieles of the on{litution, ~Ild d cidedl tb~ their J!t (uleBt, at-
teoded by a deputation, lhoultJ innanl.ncou.fiy ,..pair to the alaee, and. fum
lOOn Ihe king to accept the nincteen arlicles without dday i .nJ, in order to add 
abfurdity to pride, they ordered the deputed members 10 exaa of hiG majefiy a, fudd n 
I1 lcl)ty for the city of Paris; as if lite kipg, by figning th.t whirh reduced h1m to" 
nullity, and by an eXlorted ackPowiedgl11ent that all men were {r~ could 'l ~vert tJl 
fiorm that low~r"d over his head, .(ld (uppl)l }'arii wilh provi,fions. The con!litutio!&> 
h.d uot\linlt to do with IIH) prefel\lproeecdings; anll t11e N:uioual Membly knew, t 
w<:lI, t/Jat, under a pretence of ajking for bctlld, l\Il tbe capital wilhcd for W<l~ the Ple.
r. nee of the. king ~'. 

. . / 
The POltr~rdes no fooner faw the prefident, and the other members of the deputation __ 

leave the Ilall, than they furl'Ounde,? thelD, alld expre/fed their deter~ination.to go with 
• them to the palace. ¥ounie~ h~1 gr.. <\i/liculty, in ohtaining, by dint of entreaty, a 

P!omife thM' only fix of them would enter the royal ap¥ttncnts: a gl'Cl\t numberrof, 
them, however, "attellded him QS· an efcot : he thus ~fCcihes their m,uc)l.. from the. h~ 
to the palace. 

• 

.. . We w~re on foot, in the mu,d, and, it rained very fa/1:. Ii. eQDfiilerable no'" 0 

" the iuhabitants of V rfailles lined, 00. either litle, the avenue that leads t9 tho )lAI;u:e • 
.. The Pnrilian WpmCD wero colletled iC) varioU$ grou~., iotulnill&led , with Q c rraill 
.. number oC men, mofily clothed in rags, w;th ferocious loob, thrcateni0l: ~nures • 
.. and /houting, ~r r~th r.howliqg, .in 2 moil frightful manDe.r. They were .rtlled witlt 
'~ guns, old I'ik~, axes, loaded-/licks, and brge poles, with- the. bl.des of knives or 
'\ fwords fj""d to the end. ~ .u det~chmel1tl o( life-guard$ ~ aa patrole.~:wd gab 
" lo~ through the ftre~tI~ao;Ucl,(l: tbehilfea aod c:.xa:ratiOD& of tht l~b9'." 

, 
.a ]outnllll Polilj'que, tom. ii, p. 2.3).-The count. de L .. uy To).e:nd:\l telll us. that he ovITheud a diaJostle be.

tween Mounier aad MirabqJ, in the A1T.mbly, w~iGh while it infpired hiro with the hi,heA e.ftotm tor tbe for
raer, ,IV' him IQ jd~ lbat:. projcd\ h."d. been formed fut alarmh", the roYal (amilt, Md.-tbereby ind.c:ina: them 
\0 8, from Ven.mes. A> ,be f,,"<1iI of fIlCh ~ projKbvould, jn..lb. opinion 'of LoU" ha ........ a .. ...,cled, wiIlo 
th~ mo!\. dreadful coofCCluences, he im iatclY .r pairod.tOllhe ~~ cl. impf1S1ltHlhll aapr.ebepc.on, to..lbt ,.
kin&.-.M"001,,. p .• h . 

The :lutbor nf the ,.tmfIIl PUififll1 cxpre1Ttclhis an.oDilhmen~ that Mounier Ihould have conr.nted to aocompany 
th&deput:"!Unu to the k.lOg. In. NI opinion Mounier fboutd hne faid to lhe A.U"embly.-l1 t lruer the army is
H Durc:hin" with your conrellt, ac~in(t tb. ltinJi or <:1(0 I; m:lrcbi.os, aplnt you !lQd the k.inr;.~. an4, la citht. 
Ie care, it i& my duty, either to rem:u1'l in ",y place, pr ,~vo in my tUfinlrooA,,"_Tturn: is no doubt, however,. bur 
that Mounter was .auate:d."by the be.O:. pontb . moLius, _4 that be caceruln.ed. Qrona hopa a£ btinC.ablt. .to :avert. 
tb. impendln, nom. 

01 During lhit time; tho pieces or c;an n which the PoiO"ar!.lcl had brouCbt with them wero lbtio90d in tho 

venue leadin, !O P..ari" ~"hero all paffo~Jn we~ Jlopped, 3M lhi. que(ljOQ w .. put to tbom·' EfI.HJfllt 1M I.IMI/~ f' 
;f '''''1 .nfwer.d. ln Ibo >Q!r/D>tivc, "'Dieb, 01 oo..ne, tboy were compcllld 10 ~ .. IIIq ...... iarioaH 10 , .... 4 
ttlt a\ms. 
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n, order·to rendbl' l'lli" pieture moro c1eQl\ i~ mull bo abfbrvod, tb •• (ter.$ many of 
the P-oilI'nrdet and Brigand.:15 the hall could eont.in, hali1entor«l the Alfcmbly, the rc
maining, and by muc:h the g~.tell, part h.d form cJ1 themC, !ves into a cal limn, .nd , 
",.r,-hed dircC\ly; toward. the palaeo; but mey ,yore /lopped-by' aJinc of lifh· gu.rds, 
drawn- UJ> in f'ron~ of the firft. iron g2te, and by a b<1dy of Swifs guards, Ibtioned in the 
llloce.d' A1'me.. 'Fhe order given to thefe troops. wu to prevent the entrance, of the mob 
into the palace, liut: nDt tD fire. T.he popubcc o~ Vcrfailles, .pprized of. this circum
fiance, joined the Brigands, the workmen or lbe fuburbs of Saint Anthony and Snint 
Marcel , .nd all the ·rabble who were incelI'antly. arriving from. Paris; and continued to 
pre(' m£>re and more upon.the avenyef.of th<>c,ftlc. The Garde&- du.Corps were loaded 
with threa.s aud inveCtives, but hitherto the mob hod not /ired 'Upon them. They \Vera 
only cmptoyed' in ddendihg their po(ls;aod) io.di(p0rUlIg ~he too conGderable bodies of 
Brigands that occa!iooally collc:&ed, and rhreatencd to force the enlnnee into th~ pa
lace. The militia of Verfailles h.d hitberto remained' fpeaMOrS of the fccn~, and 
occupied diJIi:renr poCls, Pl'rtic)ll.rly 0) the fide. of the barracks formerl:l nllotrcd 10 

the French guards • 

. " As·we .dvance!i!'''-purfaes Mounier-I' we were joined by a part of the men wh 
'j. \Vue armed w' tb pikes, axes, and !ticks. Th~ firang" aDd numerous retinue by 
.. which we we.re nowdpl~owed attr:tCletllhe attention of the Gardes.du.,?OI·ps, who, 
.. mi(l.king UI alJ for 0Il0- of the popular groupes, rode up to us, and difperfed us in tho 
.. llIud ; . and.it ... ill c:afily be cDnceived how grOM: was the ralle of' our companions, who . 
.. conocived..thCir right to approach tlie king and queen W3S fanCiioncd and confirmed uy · 
.. our prefence. "I.' c foon rallied, 3t)d artv.nced in this m.nner towards the p.lace. We 
.. . found the GJ.l'des.du,Col'ps, a detachment of dragoon., tht! regiment of Flanders, th 
" . Invali~, and the militi. of V .. rf.illes drawn ap it\ the Op"J1 placo before it. Thefe 
" · trno~knew. u" alld.rcceived us with bonour. We paired thei lilies, and they h.d 
, gl'Cllt4i~ulty in p~ventiog the croud that followed us froln introdue;,!!} th~lllfelvth 
.. i"to·the p:U:lce. lnliead of Ii .... , wome" to wJlom I had ~tomifed ~dsnillion, I lVas fore, d. 
-, to aQjnit ./<C/dvQ." 

lJ was half, pall: five. ip the e",cning ",hCft· the prelident or the N ntiona! AlI'cmhl y, ef
coned by fifteen deputies ~nd twelve Pdilfardes, entered the king's apartment, ~ntl repte 
fented Ul his rqajelly the c lamities (faurita/td calaruiti.e.) which .milte!1 the copit.t,' 
~ching him to procure aU tbe aSi!1ance ill his power for the dillraacol city of P~ris. 

I.The king deplored the misfortunes .of the tUnu, and prom fed to acMpt every peffible mta
ftlrc for aWording tbe required relief. The .nxi Iy .he u played afRlfted even the Poif. . 
tarde., ODe of wbQm js faid. to havc>faintecl jn his prerence. 

Having dircharged this part of hia duty, the prer.dent tnt . ated his majef1.y to lilt'an . 
hour, in the coud'c of lh.1t day, if it, were poffible, for rcc::ei~ng another depu t.tioll; Qnd 

• tb 
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the ICing m~llli ned ,\ine nt night. \Vhile Lewi, was engaged in cOllverfation with one 
of the member'S of the coullcil, J\'foullier embraced the opportunity to co,nmunicatc tl) 
qis millifiers the decree of the AlI"embly, by which he was infiruCled JO demand. pure 
and {j'uple acceptation of the confiitutional articles, :tnd of the declantion of right ••. 
Be reprefeoled,that at fueh. time ."the preCellt, which might, every minute, he pro
uuCl.ive of f, d b alarms, th ey ought to advife the king to averr the confufion that would 
, ofult from a fecond deputation; th. t being charged, as pr.r.deot, to obtain, without de
I"y, IllS pure .nd li m,plc acceptation, it would Be impoflible for him t" defer the <Iemand; 
tlrat .11 hefitMion mufi be attended with infinite danger; and tlut the fmallefi delay 
would be conudered as a refuf.l •• nd might re. kindle the rage of the Pariuans, to WhOl1l 
it would, infallibly be imparted. He toM the mininera, t4at if the king woull' give the 
acceptation required, it Ibould be announced toOthe pcC/ple as a grr.at.henefit, .nd might 
VOffibl y allly their fury. • I 

,Mconwhile, thc 'PoHrardts who had .ccompanied Mounier to the palace, had retum-
• td as foon as they had I\eard the king's .ufwar. · and feomeo plea fed with the reception 
they had experienced; but tbeir numerous companions who were waiting for them, re

, ceived them very ill, threatened them with the la/Ub~I'''' and compelled thelll to go 
. bnck to the pallee, for the purpofo qf obtaining the king's lignature to the promife he 
had given the.n. Theyaocordingly went thi ther, and gained admiffion, when M. de 
Saint Prien, millifier of Paris, endeavqured to foothe them, by explaining to them .11 
the mcafures which the killg had Adopt~d for fupplying the e.pit.l witb provilion.; for 
the king and his minifters werc ftill dupes to the artifici~1 famines of the metropolis". 

No words could delcribe, if the recital of fuch ~ defcription could even he endured. 
tlle cKtravaganec of the fcenes which the \\<omen exhibited at the N3!ion.1 AlI"embly, 
after the,lepmu re of the \,rcliden,t for the pa!ace. In proportion as tbey became in
toxicated. which they were by no means. flow in doing, tbey overwhelmed the membert 
with thei r vociferation and noife, and, 3! length, they mounted into .nd took polI".ffion 
of the pr fidcnt 's chair. Alllidft. thoufan,l confufed voices, thofe were with difficulty 
<Iill inguiO,ed who called (or the fuppreffion of tbe Gardes du-Corps, the removal of tbe 
regi.llc·lt of FtJndcr~, and the denruCl.ion of the parliament.s. The AlI"cmbly were pro
ccedlllg tl1 pafs a decree, .. ith reg3td to the free circulution of grain, bur the Poi{fardes 
reduced thorn to fa ience, and· infdl.ed on' a great redudion of the price of br~, 

9~ t W:\S on this occa(.on tl\I\L M. de ~;I \t Prien ~ reported to h'1ve {aid to lh41 Poif'l"arde&-" F.,.,,-{y.JfM 6,.,J 
u ""' 17M fmg, (tid tbtlf "'" MINt' 'C&lflJftti rt4J; ~lU r ,f you 1lI~~ t Wf/~ /;Mnr/,.,d J~"iglUt)'fIN nI) .nJ-, 10 tlK..fir 
H .r~~J." Hut whon Mh .. beau, two IS after, denounced the miniftcl', (or this fpeech) to the Atrembly, M. de 
Silint Pricft, wbethc.r from dread OfJ '{ conCeCIncnce , or whether becaufc tho (;It't W1I really Co, denied having ur. 
wed it. 'ann.:I Pa')ffljllf, kc. E 

• 
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JIl~Gt. anel candies's. SllCh lVas the f~ne of confuCion, ~nd fIlCh tho foeiety, ill which 
tbe moll awful .nd momeutous bulinefs th.t lIC,haps W>S ever tunfaaed by .ny body of 
m n, the dl.ablilhmcnt of a new <:ol\llitutiol, in, nil coulltry, which Went to nothing 
IcCs than to the total annihilation of the old, anllpf .11 its appendant rights, laws, .ncr 
inlliLutiol", which had been confirmed by tbe (.naiOD of untold agcs, was compl ted . 
• nd promulg.tecr. 

• 

But the! tumult. that by this time prevai1ed without '.ere ,ttended with more fatal 
confequenccs th,n the 0011fu60n which ob\3ined within the Afi'embly. TI e GlIldcs-

. du-C the Swifs, and the regiment of Flanders h.d, 3S we have before obferved, beell 
Ibtioned on the ureer lide of the Place·d'Armes, where they impede« the progrefs, and 
{ullaiDed the infulls an~ thre.ts of the Poifi'ardes, and their afi'ociates difguifed in wo
men',> .pparel, •• well.s of the crowd of Parili.n workmen who kept pu/hil)g .g.inn. 
the g.te of tlTe jirli court. The Brig.nds, .rmed with pikes, and wearing pointed caP', 
remained behind at a corps-de-referve; being demned for an inttri.t expedititll1, they had 
been cautioned not to expofe themfelves too much on the Place d' Annes, 

T:he good un~erCbnding which prevailed between the town.miJj ti .. of V tf.ill I ~nd 

the nrigandl, ., well as the little reliall to be placed on the foldien of the r iment of 
Elanders, won became evid~nt. ~t was about jix o'clock in the evening, when olle of 
the oldiers of the Paris militia, who had 'accompanied the Poifi'ardes, ende.,'oured to 
break the line of the Gardes-do.Corp., in order to penetrate into the fira court. The 
guards, that they might not be reduced to the necemly of kiUing him, (ufiered him to 
pierce. their ronkl, well knowing that tbe gate leading into the court was Ibul. When 
he arrived, however, at the gate, he attelllj,,<d to kill the SwiCs celltincl, by throlling his 
Cabre between the bars, hecaufe he r.fufed to admit him. The marqnis de S,vonnierc!, 
Alb· lieutenant of the Garde •• do-Corps, then rodc up to him, and complained of this 
.. a of violence; wlu:n the foldier Ilruck.t him with his fabre, and cut his borfes' crup
per through. M. de Savonnieres returned this uoprovoked .ttack by a rew blows with 
th, fiat part of his fob,,; on receiving whIch the foldier fell. prtlClld;,rg to be wounded. A 
ecntinel belonging to the city-militia of Ver(.ilte. immediately difcharged his piece at 
the lllarquil, and broke bis :.rm ". 

~
'Ihis "at the lignal o~ tbe ma1facle. :rhe marquis de.Sa oonicre. r04c.into the middlet 

. 
" Journal Po&iti~, &ct. tOWI. ll. p. t4-y_Fths1'elatif .!i 1a dor itre infut..aioa, p. u . 

.a Journal Politiqut, c.m. il. p. 245_Faifl reL'\ufs a lit clarniere ;n(urr\ i 0, par Mounler., p. 11, .8 - The 
k:)JLh of this acGOUnc of the commencement O(.bofli1lties, ,h'eD b, M. Mou , c:anMt bo cAlled In qvtftiDn. Jt 
it almoft Dccdlefl to obl,rv., tb.tt a very clitrere.nt account of tho fame in(urre, n ill KJVOO by ,hore I'bamoful pro. 
IllUlpton of falfhood, /J, tho. AoI ... I, UHr'I, an~ "1'<'''4, on \hoir autltof. ,by .be •• 11>00 of lbl EPsl,lh 
IIilWrr of lbo l\fvoIOlio .. 

• 
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• 
of his fqu.tlron, which, f.ithfu\ to the order of their ro,~reign'J'rc(erved their ranks, 
and ne~er attempted to rCI'enge their wounded companion. A confid.rable difch.rge of 

.. uuf'luetry Was the rew.rd of their modcratjon; fome of the 'Gardea-du. Corl'" and 
mJny of their hOlfes, were feverely-.vouJlded; while the Poia:1.c1ca and Brigonus {houted 
with joy. .{\t the 'f.me time, the militia df Verfailles, not f.:ttiliied with their firll: 
co wardly ad: of unprovoked .nd unreturned outrnge, were Ceen to 'point .g.inll · the 
G31-des-du-Corps tb~ cannon 'that were placed before the barracks of the old French 

.g uards. The king, apprizeu of the perilous f.t~ation of his brave and faithful defend~ 
ns, fent t'hem onl.rs to retire to.their hotel, in the hope th.t their Tetreat might lend to 

-c.lm the fury of the mob: but the militi. of VerC.illes, ehcouroged doubtl~ '"y the 
non·reflll.mce tbey experienced, were da/brmy enough to r.new their an.eJt, and to 
pour in their fire at the extremity of the column; man,. of the Gardes-da . Corps were 
Ivounded, and platoons of militia f(>J1owed them t(> their flables, c,ontinuing to lire all 
the way" .• Guns were fired from every 'fireet, and the ball. whillled on every fide : 
but, neverthelefs, the G.sdes-du-Corps, fevenl of whom died of their wounds, rotirei 
in good order, without ever returning the att:ICk of tbeir cowardly foes. 

• 
The king" miflaken "humanity \ ' his . extreT .verlion fr~m ihe ell'ulion of humaR 

'blood, proved on this, '1 on too many other occaflona, the fource of inlinitt;, cal.mities: 
The order, {o frequently repe.ted •. in the courfe of this difaftro~s d.y. to the Garde.-du
Corps, not to fire upon the citizens, :rnd to fuffer themfd •• a [0 be m.aacred without-rc
jill.llce, is equally c.lculatedto excrte allonithment and concern. What! were Pair. 
lards aod B,rgands, extracted from the dregs of the capital, 10 be .conlidered as titrztm 
who ought to be fpared, ,1S l'ubjelb who deferved all the tendernef. of the king wholll 

' . they caIne to murded While lix hu.ndred gallant gentlemen, of unfpotted bon our, and 
rcody to /heu the Inll drop of their blood in llefence of that king. were to be regarded as 
'fo many automatollS whore valour waS to be re/l,ained, or whofe heads were to be '!e
'Voted to a /hameful and cenaill death I On an oce.lion like tlois, it Wall the duty of the 
minific ... to rethain the humanity at their (overeigo, rather than the courago of his de 
tcndtrs t-The prohibition to lire was, in .!foa, both inhuman aad itapolitic ". A wor4 

" . " . waul .. 

. ii. ". '016~".i<t ",latif. lt a.mitflo I~n, p. rt. ,t The mini{\er. coull! nut be i .)r:ull, thnt, for (orne d:.ys 1):1(\, the Gardef.d,,-COrps had been render~ 
e£ (lubl,c. h~trd I dIAL their deftn tkJun ha~ been (worn; and that lhoy-wete aboUlIO be ,inn .p to 1M 
~hClir encrll1~ _Wh) did 'nOt mo pi "nW.c a dlreA Ipphatiun, in thClr o8icW C3p~rr, to the Nati 
.. .(\Il"tml'tly, anI! \l~ them to 400eid whet .. , the "lOb or tho mUiti:s. of Parit had a daht to ee) to VotfailJcs, 

• \'ith tmll In their tl:rnJ., eHamCl l ~ to their Tftoaa1 u ?-AiIu rtlot" filii tin",", /'IfNrr,t7;"" p. to. 
The C'Jl f'NIng cutk>tl C-. "ill rarul &0 dcmOJtfln.te, in (omo 6e;re., the pi'ojet\ that had been (ormecrror 

rrn11i.1l21in, We -:\1 d ~". .pt.. J.t d ftAYS been, "rul w'th that coc,u: w lkeep a 8llu(n\lth of their QW'" 
...... 'ho rolhlcd in their hml, ... J to whom thole scntlcD\eoJ every SunJay., on quiuins guard, (cnt tb.eir arms, ",hicb 
't was hi. Il u to eumil J, to put in ordel" ~Lld to I"¢-oc!chver, UwttJ, to thoir rdpc8ivc ownen. 'f'bb man (uP"' 

l.d th .... with pow .. r .nd ""11. Inlbc "'&ilt uC the CIall>, rome of lb. I"ar4l, 00 their lin AI .. JUm~lk', 
.. "" ;Ibl" 
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would bave ful6ced: and tbe fix hundred Gardes-du-Corps would bavo driven b.ck to 
P:u-is the whole ~roop of Brigands, without having recoulfe to the Swifs or the regiment 
of Flanders, .nd ill, {pite of the militia of Verf.illes. But, in thc courfe of this Revolu
tion, and p.rticul3rly of this day, no one of the lIIinifiers had the couroge to :ulvife the 
.. doption of deci(ive mcafures: they were afraid, by allowing the gu.rds to ftalld in their 
own defence, of irrir.ring the militia of Verfaillcs; they were afraid, too, of expoliog 
the king to greater danger; in /hort, fear feelns to have prolided at their councils, and to 
bave marked all their proceedings. If one of them j>ropofcd an .a of cow.vdice, a feeontl 
ado~~lr with all the •• ruity of terror, and a third, ,obedient to the fame impulfe, re
commeLided it to the king. Tht 100ft vigorous projea J)n which they ven~ured to de
cide waS the ftightofthe royal family; bOI the king refufed to fly; it was then propofed. 
2tleaft, to remove the q""en and the dauphin to fomeplace of grc.terfafety than the prefent; . 
but the can;.&C. were /lopped by the inhabitants of Verfailles, who cut the Inces, broko 
the wheels, and eJcla'med th.t tbe klDg was going to 8y to Metz. This obft.cle how-

• 
~.er it would have been eaCy to remedy, by providing cani~gCl th.t were ne3fer at h.nd, 
2nd concealing them from the people", but the queen, as foon os /he heard of the de
fign. pOut an end to all farther thought of it, by nobly refuling to abando~ her hufband, 
declaring, with a magnanimity worthy the cLtugbter of Maria Tberefa, that, .. She 
.. would ftay anti die at the king'. feet.'" . 

It has already been ohferved, tbat, about fev"n o'clock, the king hearing the difchnrge 
• C)f mufquetry, and fenlible of the perilous fituation of his guards, had ordered rhem to 

letire. At half paft eight,recei.ing cen,in information that theParilian army was on it, 
lIIarch to V.,f.ille., he deemed it necclJ'ary to ord'!J' the Gordes·dlt-Corp. to refume their 
flation ncar the palaee; but a part only received the order, .nd formed in the Coor Rople. 
The reft, who were not apprized of his majeny's wjlbea till a later hour, repaired to the 
appointed place in fmall divifions; they were fired at in .11 the lITeers through which they 
,.!fed, and wherever they /hewed themCelves. Ibey were purfDed like wild bean •. MJoy 
~f theln were killed and wounded on this occalion '00: the; were no fooner drawn up be
Ibre the ,ate of the Cour Royale, then the Iring, evu irrefolute, and ever unfortunate 

wiJbod 10 411<1w .. _ -PI-. wbn> they roon. III'" lb. IO\Jcl\o hoI .. ot 10m. or chilli ...... IWPPed up by (b0( 

),a';nl btett poutM iato tblt .... ,. belote tbe rowdcr I ethtr1 ba4 ed plpoT nmmed down them , and, on 
"'\I'll" ClIo culrWpo they h><I .... i'Nd • _II ror Ihei r rum ... ro. .holr pllWls. lbey plaioly pel'celvci1, WI I • 

.... been. ...... i_ .. rwMt ctr.a "We', u tbe balls wire jrrnnl too brp (or'tbe bl lTcb. Thus Ih. aff'aC-
fiat ran ...... _If ........ r bad _ been .-.. .. d !rom Ihe klI\l which "' . ... red the g.urd. fJoon1 Mn, 

,_ClIom -,_ .. NIIifW, Joe. 10m. Iii. P. 9" 
" Faits reJ.atUilla .... ai .... iofUl1'.aioD, p. t8 -some well·info. d P"foDI hn c pretended, tb:n if tho 

.,...D bad auempted to lftIke ber .fcape, 1he would cem'nly h., ve"beC D t. rctpted by the atr.ffiDI cAlat Wfr. poll e", 
t1r&loa& purpolt .. IIoIbe ..... 1a'1i .... the pIl.acA-J ... ..,; P"I,I,!"". h. P, ' S" 

!M i.llI "dad. ala _rul ... inNrrclr on, I to 
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aI, his refolutions, Ce.nt thelT' order. to fall back upon the tel'T~ of the olllng~ry,; fo that 
now, the palace they C3/1le to defcncj fe rvcd as :..d()fellce to th~m(~IVeS~bY fep rat ing the", 
{rom the Brigands of P aris and the citizens of Verfailles,. A /bor tim~after the, kil)g 
fell! them off to RamlJOuillet, ul)der ,tbe condua of the dulal cle uiehe in prdttr 
fcreen them fr9m the r,ge of the P aris militia , who were coming to maljlltre thelll. All 
that remained at V rfailles was the Garde ~ St,-vi,, ; and it was ti)e gentl,emeA compol:. 

, intrthat guud who fufU ined the ~age .of th,e rabble on tbe fucccedinf d~ylo 
. 

Betwee/l, nine and ten,o'cjoek ~n ai!1de camP :u-rived ilt Verfailles, Rl)d .anno,!nced the 
approach of La Fayttlc, at the head Qf the Pari. miljti~. The uncWio~fs and ,~,;,,:)'iiQO 
in which tbeminift.ers, were inyolvild,\wQre aon6c1erably incrc\lf"ed by he ,cee,ption o(thi~. 

, inteUigeoce. , They knew that l,.a Fay-ene h;l\l ma,che~1 by or4ef, qf the, 1l01lul~ce, .nd. 
t hat of courk be mull! do wbateyer that I!opll~e wilbed qim to qo. The court' Woere 
fat from participating in tbe hapRY confidence of a general who wa. fubjed to the oJ'der. 
of his men. They knew not what refol,otion to :ujopt'; thei,deliberations e,e m.rk!:d

' by indecifion, and fe3r gave counCel to fear, After fo many falfe CJllc,uli rion6, and ' re· 
trograde motions; after fo mllly amneities', or. tp (peak more properly, [0 much eR· 

couragemeot given to revolt' of eve~y kiqn; aftcr the reRgo.tion of his prerogative, and 
the facrilice of hi ~ amufements, the kIng was at lenglh reduced to tremble for the lives 
of alllhat were dear to him, and he bad, nothing but his terror to oppofe to the impend.. 
i ng d"IIger. • 

• 
It is certain that the marcb of the PlIriG:ana to Verfailles might bave been prev.efllcd 

"ith gre~,t' facility ; and, .s MOll'nier juJU» oblerve., th~ minifieD ought to have fory:feen,. 
tbat'menooi t1"'~ defGl," ption 1>4, 90t been fellt to aft\. for br.ad, and that they had nOI co.no 
(rani Pari l w,itb tbe intention' of paffing a few hour. JlCAIIeably at Verfailles, Every prC!'
~a l1 tion for ,clill ing them ought therefore to h"ve been adoptec\. L ewis the fourteenth.
III the midil: of all his m.r;nificence. had lefe- a paltry woodeo bridge ove, the St:iIl~.I,: 
Seve, in order, as was' fuppofed) that in ~}'i critical conjuoClurt. tbat< cOIU\Dunic:atio~ 
between the rdid.nee of tbe fovereigo. and a rorbo14nt ana dangerlll~ capital might be c;ut 
off in an infrant. But in v"in bad' this bridge been (uffered, for ~ century, to- fbo~1c the 
,fight both of natives and foreigners wbo wentto view tbe magnificent beauties of Ver. 
(.illes; nl)W that- tbe moment as come, the members either forgar, or were afraid, to ' 
make u fe of a jlrecaution wbich or had illlpofed on lwIUlY apd defpotifOt: an 0 • 

on to ·its ol"n oleafures, i'l in ,one Qf the leading cbaraa..il\i~ of fear. It i. true, 
t he rabble might h .. e. maI'Ched Verfailles, without Grafting tbe bridge, throl;lgh the 
plains of prel!elle, but {till, if e bridge had been delhoyetl, their progref~ would liave 
lieen confjdcrltbly' retarded, 'ao he means of 0ppoling tbem as conliderably facilitated. 
COUNS have becll illvariably :prerented •• s the center of diffimulation" P..olic},. lind Ma. 
chiavelifm' ! But certainly , ,e court of. France was iutitled to no fuch diftinflioll, at thia 

I j?erio<i; 011 tho oontrary , , duplaye~ OLdepth of..imbecility, a want of forelight, and a de • 

• # ~~ . 
• 
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,rcc of inanity, which were the Il)ore extrlKlrdinary 21 thQ men who tigQ~d moll io the 
Revolution, were below med~ocrj'r-. .. 1 (ear Ilot' to · llff'ert"_fnys a cOlltemporuy 
",titer-" thay in this ~cd &.evolution., prince of the bloOO, mililftry. deputy, phi. 
" Jofopher, Ecople, ;11 were gitiful. even the aO"anin.," Such i, the dHr~rencc· bet""ee l'\ 

corruption and barb~tirm: t he ODC is morc iertile in 'vioe, tho other in orirnc : corrup" 
lion fa far onervalOi mell, th~t it i. frequently reduced to il1\Plore the aid of barbarifm. 
for Ihe accqmpliChment of iu delignt: La Fayenc :r.nd all the P3rHian heroes had 'lUuch
)ef, reafon to con,ratubtethelufclvcs with having fcrvro till:' ptOI)t~, than with h.lving er. 
COIped from thpir fury, The moll. cel.cbrated members of the fallion, ruch ... Chapd,C1' Illd 
1\-11 entered the SUt(.-Gcl\er~, Cltrl:j,fIcly we~kenW by public cOlHclnpr. al1cl-t 
had juG grounds for apprehending th.:lt tho king would :u:quire honour to hlmfdf by in~ 
fiic\ing on them the cb;aftifement they deC"crvtd, The phllo(opherl of the Pabj.~Ro)'aL 
wen: indeed ipalcfaGior'J but d\C birtd atUffin wen "'(f'fi",,,,,,, Wbo di)1i"ltli}JN4 bet.w~B 
the king and,Utt- queen. 1 , 

It W:l1 "bout ten at" night', when the k:i~g. who muft h:lve ocen fenuble that hit nfc. 
"a5 in danger, yei1ded to th~ entreaties of Mounier, and fisned hi, IlUrc al'w fimple l)C

C:SIptation of the declaration of righu. :uld of the conftitutlon31 articles which hOld been. 
prefented for his faottion ... · Tbe deilutation immplia.tely returned to the: A1rtmbly. 
when the prelidcnt was extremely furprir.cd to fKld that almol1 all the melU~en h~ left: 
the hall, which W3I OC'cupiedby :II motley and ferocious band of drunken,women, and pfOfli~ 
gato ruSjanL He requefied the municipal oRleeu·of Vt:r(~iIIe. to call togethcr. by bc.:lt. • 

of druID. aU the c.tc.,otiea tb.t eoul4 be: (ouru!; lind while tbi. WM~ Clotng.hc. :UU10UIICcd 

• 011 lM d'r eI the upcdition to v .. rralll":. fOllt atfamnt. dtfl;lIi{.4 Uke WOlftl"tl, ~t 10 a ta'ltl'ft .t ,~, 
.ad u~ wua 4riAllin. IlMir ,w., _ oIllwilDCaW to h" oom""ftiont, U F_/" 1_/f""WIllI!M -.xl"''' .IJJ 
H~ ,1:w..,,-IJ-'-foJl 1>rIt_/t'lIa ... -J ..... Nr.~ .. ThI~ thai:wu:tirti",)dllOh,irn replied. Uu, 
U I ... ~ dw _I _. ~ wIw U ,. H ....... __ .. ~ ,."". ~ mall wbQ OftI'hcud th ... r.pu~<I M 

" "" bIlt In ""\f\, 1M CllmllItuco a( nk~lI. Wt.nl 100 bWily «aIpled In in"d\lpd .... tho n ..... tn.RnIed ( r imh 
01 14 ....... w-JIIaIli 10 (OUllfiji. c:ireumibllCd, 1--' PeldfW. fit. 1OItI. a. p .• U' 

•• f , de La1lr. who w_1I. me JUlact .. tbI t\(M the ~ 1lo1i\'d"Cd biucupWiol'110 die' prdbwtt, teUI 'n \bit 
.".noa.. w.no _ a ara.,.1' to hiat, ", .. Dlup Ie bam, aDd laid, .. 1' ... " lik ,,+rtfor1-1 wA. to"" '" f*.." ,n..J 
"1lwJ,4"'~".for< .. ,lrt,,.,u.,d";' '-' .... '."""'.,,,,.,," M, deLall,. Raia.4," It. _1"~(~ rUe 
1tnnler_" who r.y thil, t GQ but repeat 'CI~ LN ("'ill of OM or 0111' ma4cn." n, tiIW . ,'" _I.
hWitto 1'-1'''-1 rf""~iJi«; w!k. ,. _~" IN htljl-., ., 1(Ji~/'" ,1M, t/'M ,>,.,.,," 

l:
...4inl:~r.r..a dlat the iin&JUld only QUlII.d 10 the lleelatMMm Of htl tho I(CtltI\on whit" he bid iiII'm 

... oruin( to llw _ftitudonal utidet, alMl WI' whicb appUcauo. taade to hinl frtw.1 "axe beWrc. 
TNI'·_rql.od tbe 0,11 ... --" OQ tM fird or oauber JOII p1auMI him b " the KGllpllliwIo£ fllijtenlclU 

II,aOIl a UliLioQaI ~pcq:' M. de LaUr __ f.o"ea, llo ~t be hit coo I'enliblJ MI jW\ke 01 me nprCMlCh 10 COfttill\lO 

doo«lnwrfadoo. },1~&t.M....Mc..I"LMI"""""'I. p, 'fl, 16). , 

, 



~ElGN OP 

'to tne people in the nail, tbe king'. acceptation, "hich he held in bit h~nd. 'fIhe mob I 

{ecmed pl •• lred, .nd pre!l'ed rbund him in order to obtain copies of it: but fo little were 
they aware of the nature and confequence of this acceptation, that numbers of them. 
afked if it 'WDuld D. very advtmtagtD,U'; while others _exclaime~ ... WIlt ,b., gjv. brrad i • 
.. th. po.r p.opl. if Par;,I'" They foon after eomplained of being hungry. declaring that 
'they had e:nen nothing the whole day. M. Mounier WII .t. lofs bow to 611 fo many 
mou hs. without bread and without a miracle, at that Jate hour 0' the nil:ht; he did 1I0t 
Iooow that rhe duke of Orleans w.s a true providence to the Brigand.: and he wasl there
{ore. not a linle furprized to fcc: meat, wine, olld liquors brought in of a fudden at ~very 
-door of the ball; while the deputiel of the nation alIifted at the banquet 0& n&' PEO

)oLE-K INO • • 

Between eleven and twelve. an oa;c~r of the P:uis militia entered the AfI"eanbl y', and 
informed tbe pr.fident, tb.t M. La Fayette wal at a fm~1l dillance from Verfailles. M. 
Mounier reljuelled M. GOui d'Arcy, olle of_the me.nl>en, to go and meet the general, 
"nd i"form him of the king's acceptatiOll, a"d [e'luell at the fame time that he would 
communicate it to his troop'. I" the interval that occurred between the arrival of tho 
aid.de-camp and that -of the 'gener:rl, th .... omen who furround d his chair entered 
; nto con erf.tion with tbe preCident; many of them elCprelfed their regret at bis having 

• -defended that naJly vet. (ee vilain veto) and admonilhed him to beware ytbel4ltthorll, • 

• r 
L. Fayette, aware.f the evil intentions of his army, llad contrived to eua an oath, 

'(probably from t,h. ollicers -only, who anfwer.d for the men) tbat they would ref pea the 
National A!l'embly and the law, in delia nee of which they had marched. and obey the king, 
whom they Came ,to fo= frOID his blood-Ilained manlioR. Thatgeneral becomes an objea 

.of Jlity, who places himfcU hotween ftu_l'idity and perfidy, and who cannot obtain indul
-genct without forfeiting eftcem. Inf.a, if the marquis -de 1& Fayette had not had certain 
no/ural clahns to indulgence, he ibould have been a'lk.e4 why he did not make his army 
fwear to drive aw.), the Brigands and Poilfardes, and to de.n the relidenc. of his fovereign 
and the f._t of the National Alfembly of the ferocious banda of tbie.es and rullialls by 
which they were i , fe ll<dl It WII indeed tile duty of rbe A!l'elllbl1 itCdf, to haYe declared 
that general all ~nellly to hi. country. who had the prefumption to IIIIIrch .againll the king 
Md the «prefentatives d£ tll people. BU't it .... detlined, that rebellion Ihould have its 
Iull fc"pe on this difgraceful < y. and IItat the f.,int of revolt /bonld meet with neck 

• Irom the :wloption.of relolu aud dt.ciji.e mColfurel either by the coilrt or the Natio I 
AiftlUbly. 

It was Den midnight when La Fayc'tte entered the hall, and a!l'lIred the preCident. that 
;the oatlu of fidelity and .oCetiiencc he had exacted from his troops, wbo b.ld alfe fworn 

. / •• Folts nol>bl's 11> d.rniore IDlurrotllot>. p. It, . 

.-/ lleldlU 
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neither ~ 'Commit -nor to fulfer the com million of 2ny aa of vrolence, werc fullicient 
to removc.aU the apprehenlions which their arrival migbt tend to excite. M. Mounier 
v~TY' Vroperly, alked him, wh.t was the objea of fuch a vilit, and what were the inten
tions of his army 1 La Fayette replied, that whatever hac! been the motives which had 
induced them to 'p,rch to Verfailles, .lince they hnd promifcd to obey the king and the 
National AlTemhly, they would not feek to impofe allY law; that, nev.rthelcfs, in order 
to calm in fome degree the difcontent of the people, it would probably be of ufe to re
move the regiment of Flanders, and to make the king fay a few word. in favour of tbe 
patriotit .cockadt4 !!! To the eternal difgrace of the Affembly they fulfered this lan 
~iIl!~to pafs not ouly without difpbying :lOy lUork of indignMion, but withou t even 
dari llg to 'make the fm allell comment thereon. The thundering olo<juenee of Mira
-be:lu, which had been fuccefsfully exerted in reprobating the collea ion of the troops 
\loder Broglio, wat not heard on this memorable nig ht, when i~ had a fcope for difplay fa 
,much more ample; all the popular leaders were lilent, wh ile 2 hand of civic ruo;.lIs were 
IIdvanciug to bdiege their own hall, and the palace of thei r fovereign; a~,d this circum
flo"ce alone, wben contralled with their condua on a limil.r occ.lion, referred to abov')o 
{uffices to prove that they were either the .aual .ceomplices of the infurgents, or elfe 
l,opeel.to profit by the infurreCtioll, in order to .ceompliG, their own views . 

• 
La Fayette, on leaving the Alfembly, rejoined his army, which he llationed on the 

Place d'Armes, at the entrance of the avenues, in the Ilreeu, anti in G,ort wherever 
they chofe to remain; he then went to the pal'ace, .nd told the king that he had rather 
'chofen to come and throw himfelf at his majelly's feet (altended hy twenty tholljimd min) 
than 1'0 perilh on the Place de Greve. lIe added, that in other refpeas Paris W.5 tran
q:uil enough '. After this declaration he had • privote conference with the king, to 
whom he alligned fa many motives for fecurity, tbat the prelident of the Nation.1 Af
{embly, attended by feveral of the members, h.ving, in compl iance wid, the rcquell of 
hi, majelly, repaired to the palace, the king faid to him-" It was my wiG, to be fur
•• rounded by the reprefentatives of the nation, and to profit by their advice, at the time 
.. I was to receive M. de Ia F.yene; but he has arrived before you , .011 I have now no
•• thing to fay, to you, except that it w.s never my tntention to quit the palace, and that 
.. 1 will Dever feparate myfelf from tbe Nation.l A1fembly · ... 

be prelMent .and the members ret urned to tlw ha1( about midnight, and continued 
lebe bufinefs of 'the AJI'embly, amidll the populace by 'tOJll they werc fu rroundcel. A. 

~ , 

4 FaittrelltiC,lla dernierc inCurreltiou, p. ':4, ~S" s Journ:ll Politiq~, &e. tom.. i i. p. 161, 
.. The k.i", here IIlludcd to the rcpOf\ thll bad keG lndaftr.icw,Oy dn"JI\c:d, ill lh. ~ . rCc . f ,h. 'VlAja&" thtt 

~Jlle.DI 10 /ly 101 MIra, MDuAicr, , 
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they ,vcre in' f:l6\ only waiting fo'r the ever,t, in order to gain time, tliey el1tcred fnto~ II 
,I ifcu!lion' upon the crimin.1 lows. The people ho" •• er inlerrupted them every 100-

me'H, with the cry of .. Bread, bread! nol fo mat'Y long!pcuhts !" Not thanhe re was .. fear
city 'lOf breau; for, rho moment the. troops .arri~ed, they were rocciveq with {houts of 
joy by the Brigandl'3nd· the militia rlf Verfaille~; and immediatel), j",ille<i the dragoons, 
and tbat regiment of Flanders "hi~h h.d been tbe objeCt of fa much alJrln, .nd .the pre
text of this very infurrcCtioo. A. the night was cold .~d rainy; the nlli,d trool" took 
fheltcr in the: public-hQufe&, ftables, colfee-houfes, and under the gate-ways, and in the 
court. of the houf.,. An immel1fe fu pply of bread :\nd fieat W'JS diO:ributed among 
tbem, toget\ ,er with •. fuperabulld.necof the O:rol)gcfi liquor,.'. L. f"yettc, ~. s 
a witnefs to the plenty and conviviality which prevailed in his a.my, far from apprehend
ing any , ev~ coofequenees from th.t cireumll.ance, conceived it to be an infaHible fymp
tom of their peaceable difpoGtion. Satisfie<l with the precautions he h.d taken, to ploce 
• few centinels, and to g. rrifon certain polls with h" , P;ari!ian guards, he went to the 
king, to whom he comllTUnicalcd the contagion of fecufityo He made himfelf rofpoo
Jible for the.good..intenrionsl of the milit ia, and for 'tl;,,~ m3jl1te~ance of order during tbe 
renl';n<ler of the night. H is all'uranees were . fo itrollg.,as to-quiet every apl)I'ehoolion; 
"n~,.t two.in the. morning" hi .. maj.n.y w.s,pccvailed on to retite to. refl:. When Da 
Foyelte left the king, he faid to the crowd who ,.ere wai ting in the anti-chamber-" I 
" h.ve made him fubmil to fame f •• rilices; in order' to fa\le.him.'''' He; at ttt. fame 
time, mentioned the precautions h. had taken, allei c.xprerr~1 hin"fclf ·wlth fu mu~h tran
quillity and .eont ent, tJ"t he (uee~ed 'n infpiring all tlWfe wJlO heard h im. with the dt
lire of .goiflg to bcd. P.rouu of his fu(!Cofs, he. ne~t conceived the. idea of- fending tile 
whole N ationaJ...All'embly to hed; .. be, .ccordillgl y. rep.1ired lo. their h.lI, an~ adminiller
cd to the' preudent the fame potent fop!,ri/ics· which he h.d, fo <fueeefsfuHy, employ.d 
at !he paloee. But M. Mounier, though overcome with fatigue, having kepr hi. poll 
for .rghtcen hours, told the marquis, that if he ellteruined ~he fmalleO: 'l1prehenlions of 
• lumult, ,he had but tp flleak, 'n4-he would l:ctai the members in their places till day. 
La Fayetu, however.. replj eu, that he W.lIS fo certai of the good diCpoJ4t,jQn of tile fo!. 
diery , and 10 thoroughl y convjne~d that, no inte.rruption ·of tbe general tranquill ity 
could Jloffibl.y occur, that he fhould himfc!f retire to rell. The Alrembly w.s thell ad
journed, and 'all the members retired ' ., except Barnave, Mirabea>l, }'etion, and {aNIe-. 
othet of the zealous de.magogues, who. would not q'!,it the crowd that filled the hall and.. 

• ' JO~rn'l ~~'iq ~ &c.lOm. ii. p. 0'3. ~ldem, i&id;'p •• 6 , 
9 L:t Fayette 3CQ\liret ; on \his occaflOn, the !lJlpeUation of G'lftJ'al Afot~u. 

• 

JO Maunier, on hi. return homo, rOl(n\l th:n a (coro of ruflialls bad been cnCluiri.llg nfter him, and ~d told tho 
porter, that if lb"ey couM not have hb hoad then, they {llouid k.now where to mee! with him. He was 201(0 in .. 
f01'mcd, that ;'l numncre( the inh3bitAnU of Ver{.'li!les·lh d :lft'embled tl nder his window,:u the clo(c of tJay,:LOa 
(nicJ to the men of the (uburbs of saftt Marcel and Saint Anthony-If ElIu,. ,hi, ~"ft, ." IAriJI«,.att liwl htrt, «tJ"-fo 

.. &",1,'" ""'I rJl !ff," - FniU 7' ;\ J. demler. inJ'u!rcruon, P·25· note.. ' 2 
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. 
,,11 the adjoining 'partments. Alane they relined the fopori fics of La F~yelte, and re
fufed, like another UlylI"es, to flcep on the edge of a rock. They watched all night 
over Ih. vtJlil ' if Ih. flo,,; b.ut, as they did not prevent the c.rimes of the morning, 
but, ou tbe contrary remained paffive (peaators thereof, biliary mull condemn their prc
fence at leall as much .s the abCence of their {dlolV IIlcmb,rs. 

The conduC!: of La Fayette, on this occafion, is highly extrnordinny. and indeed 
feems to h.ve been the elf.C!: o( infatuation. He well knew t·he cruel and bloody difpo
fition of that numerous crew of male and female ruffians, who filled .nd (""ounded the 
w Ie city and itp environs; and if he thought at all, be could not but expeCl, knowing 
fo we a~e did the motives and objeCls of their cOllling, tbat they would tJke (ome 
falal advaot,agc of his going to reno Nor were th~ National AlI"embly at all excufahle 
in pllrfuing his advice, knowing on what feebl e ground; it was founded; and as they had 
fo lately IlLlde no difficulty in fitting up and watching a night for their own prote6tion, 
they {hould not have hefitated in paying a fimilar atten tion to the fafety of.their Coye
reign ata moment of {uch imminent danger, when his life, and the liv" s 01 hi. whole fa
-rnily, were evidently at llJke. In {hort, had L. Fayette been an aClual accomplice of 
the Brigands, 1t< could not have ferycu their purro!1: more effcC!:ually lhan he d,u; fo 
true it ,.;s, that in fituations of importance, a weak. head has often all tbc cfFce.~ of -.a bad',he,.:t I 

.. 
:/\midfi fuch perfidioufllefs of e'<'eTy kind; on tb at4lh<atre, wh ere fear and cowardice 

led weaknef, to its ruin, one illullrious chor.Cler Ji(played that Jit:nity and refolution. 
which became her birth andllation. Surrounded by men, who were involved in conficr
na tion and alarm, the quee.n preferved a countenance on which the tranqu illity of un
fhoken tirnmefs was tlrongly marked; nor did the errors and con\u{ioll of he, couTi iers 
and attendant. prevent ber from betray ing.n ex.traordinary prefence of mincl. During 
the evening of the fifth of Oaober, a,e was reen to receive a number of perf OilS in her 

great cabinet, to all of. whom {he fpoke with dignity and (orce, communicating her af- ' 
furance to thofe w\;lo were unable to conceJI their abrills from her. "1 know"-faiu 
{he_u that tluy art come/rom P aris 10 oft for my head: bUI'J havt Icarned fi 'om my molher 
.. 1Iollo/tar death, I1l11i J fhal/ 'mm il wah firmneft"." Au offic",r of the G .ITdes·du
Corps, fpeaking, wirh grellt feverity, and ul1guJTded warmth, of this new attempt of the 
faClious and ill.difpo[cd, and of the tranf. Clions of.the d.Y.~he queen turned the cnnver
f.tion, but without appearing to intend it. ,A moment. cr" 1\1e turned to one of the 
d.{,ut i 5 of the noblelI"e of Burgundy, and faid to him, in a. ow voice,-" I changed the 
.. ,cx,tlverfation. becuu[c I perceived a valet-dc-chJlSlbre o i the duke of Orlealls in the 
" room: how he came there I don't know."-Notwithfbndinll the horrors of h.er fi-

•• • • • . . 
• 
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luatian , the h cn ing her life repeated'ly threatened, and her blood howlod ror, rllch were\.' 
her coolners nnd intrepidity, tlllt {he retired to ren at two o'clock, and Oept fOlH1dly. 
W" {hall prefantly fee her, in tbe 'hour of danger, difplay the Inagllanimity of heT'lno~ ' 
ther; and if, with the fame c'ourage, Ibe hod not the fame fucccfs, thereafon is, that" 
Maria ThcreC,1 had to deal whh the nobility of Hungary, and the q. een of Fralloe' whb' 
the BOllr!,oijic of Pari,. ' 

From three in the morning till half paft five, nothing tr.nfpired, and every thing 
{eemed buried in the gioomy horror of the night. But ytt the obfer.ation of ' men 
who had lcifure and coolnefs to reflea amitHI. the confulion of, this extraordinaM-:- • 
ceuld fcarcely fail to be .ttraact!, by the fituat ion of' the royal family, lulled into the 
moft profound fccurity, and £Jeeping, without clefenee, in the midft of a horde of affar
fins, reinforced with twenty thOUC"Jld troops, and that, on the word of a g~l1eral, whe.
h imfelf acknowl'edged, that he had anI y bee n induced to bead, or rather follow, hi'S army, 
through ,the f~ar of being hanged on tbe Place de Greve! This was, probably, the firft 
time that Cueh great rear infpired fuch great confidence I 

There were, however, fame perfon., during this night, who did not partake or thi .. 
fecurity, and whom a fpirit of preeaurion prevented frllm £Jeeping. One; in particolar; 
impelled by a fecret inquietude, left his hau fe, .nd walked towards the palace. Thi.r 
gentlelll.n, whofe veracity e. nnot be queftioned, faw that the pons were occupied by the 
ancient French guards and the militta ot Verfailles, hut that there war not one fentinel 
more thall ufual . He only found, n.or the marble· court, a little hump, backed Olan 011' 

Ilorfeback, who faid he was ft.·tioned there by the marquis de la Fayette, an~ wbo, whert 
thc; gentlrman exprctred his fears with regard to the Brigands, added, "that he was reCpon
fible for every thing;, and that the Inen with the 'Pikes and pointed caps knew him 'Well .'" 
.. But"-purfued the gentlcman-" lince your genrral is gone to bed, and the palace is 
.. left in a defencelefa ftatc, what could you do in cafe tbe national guards ·were want
.. ed 1"- The other replicd-" 'fhcrc can be no dallg" 1il/ morning." This obferyation
filled the gentleman with alarm, but he ould find no one to whom he could impart bis, 
apprehenfions. He traverfed tlte Place d'Aimes, the avenue of Paris, and the ,enviroos
of the National Afl'embly. He raw large fil'es blazing,adhort diftances from eacb other. 
furrounded by groupe. of Bri~ndS and POitraroes, who were employed in eating -.od 
ddnking, The ball of tbe A mbly WIS crowded with men and womeD, among w,eom: 
were to be dercried certain mel.bers of the popular party. The Paris militia were d' -
perfed in every quarter of the owo; and all the nables and publick-houfes <of every d~ 
nomin:ition overllowed with tbem.- Such was tba fituatioo.of 'Ilerfailles from three in 
\he morning ,:ntil break, of dllY, 

Q\tid mo 1 irrumpunt thalamo, comel' additur una 
Bortolt , fcelcfulD AUI\,.£UP£f. 
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Jlbout ' fix o'clock, the different sroup~s united, ond , afrer a thort time employed in 

previous arrongements, rallied impetuoully forward, in a body, towards the hotel of th e 
GaMes·cKr-Corps, fuouting and exclaiming, "Kill Ih, Gard<J. du-C.rps,l N. qu",·trr ,l " 
The hotel WOl forced ill on inlbnr; fevenl of the guards wcre marTacred; the refl , en
deu vouring to cfcape, were purfued like wild beafls ; li feeen of the(l1 were feizcd anti 
conveyed to the !ron-gar~ of the court before the poloce, wh.-re part of them were in
ibntly murdered, and the reft only referved until the ruffians, who were debating on th e 
fubj ea, could agree as to the manner in wh ich they IhoulJ be put to deorh. Before thi. 
point wos feuled. the grand body of the Brigonds and PoHr3Tdes, hav ing completely pil

the hotel, joined their alrociates ot the iron-gate. They now for cd an en[t'once 
courts, in prefence of the Paris militia, and, wholly unreli ed by the centi

nels fiationed by La Fayette, penetr:ned, fame of them by the great fiair-cafe, and 
others by the lide·towords the chapel, into the interior aportmenu of the palace, lind' 
broke open that which was 'ppropriated to the Clfnl-SuijJrs. They Iud previoully mur
dered IIvo of the life-guards, MemeoTS de Huiles ~nd Varicourt, one of whom wos 
polled .t the iron -g.te, and the other under the arch-way. Their p.lllitating bodiel 
were dragged under the windows of the king', apartment, where their loe.ds were cut 
off by a monller, armed with .n oxe. and wcoring • long beard, .nd • pointed cop of ex
tuordinary height. This felf-confiituted executioner" whofe n.mt w •• Nicolos, hod 
taken up the bulinefs from liking, and, from the beginninJr; of the troubles, had gloried 
in mangling and beheading all tbe fufpcCted royali~ that were put into his 1I'Od5.-11: 
WII the head. of thefe two gentlemen that w~e ~terw.rds uifploycd in the firects of 
V erf.illes, carried in triumph before the royal carriages, and exhibited to the f.vage in 
habitants of the metropolis. 

After the .Ir.,ffins had forced their way into the apartment of the Cenl-SuijJrs, and killed 
• third Garde-du-Corps, at the top of the marble flaire.fe, they ollcd aloud for th e he.d 
of the queen; the whole palace refounded witb tbc horrid threats and ferocio,,! nlouts 
of this execrable banditti; the G.rdes·du-Corps formed 3 kind of bnnic.de in thei ~ 
~wn Jpartment, and Jell back towords the .ntichamber,c.lled the O.il d. Brr".!; hut their 
barricade was foon broken dOWD, and they were purfued from room to room. 'the cen
tinel, M. DE ' MIOMAHDr.E, who was fiationtd at the outward door of the queeo's 
'partmcl1Is, def.oded the ent[ance, with moll beroic valour, until he had effi:aually giVC11 
the .!:trm to thofe within ; when he found himfeif entirely overpowered, he called out, 
... itt: a lo.ud voice, .. Save the queen , her life is aimed at I I fiand alone .g.inflt",. Ib.u
fco fond lilers '" He foon after funk down covered with oWld., .nd.w •• left for dead; I 
but recovering tbe ufe of his fenfes he had the good fortune to creep away unobferved 
through the crowd; and it will affor" pleafore to all virt.uous minds to know th.t he , 
was afterwards cured of his wounds.-Br.ve and generous foldier! who, amid!! the grow~ 
in bar.ncfs and d (.aion, i referyedfr untainted thy hOllOW" amI fidelity ; with . grateful 

prid 
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priJe does hifi.MY cOnfeCfJ le thy name, lud hold thee forth 3S:1 model and exnmpJe to 
f uccccdillg times, if am ruch OIOUIJ ll; nhappily occur, when fimilar circumnances null 
callier utn iJar cxc ~liolls !-The unhappy qu~ell, awakened by the dforts of her gallant 
protcClor, fl ew, in her {hijt, through :l long bal.cony placed berore be windows of the 
interior ap.IILmcnls. \ 111 Ihe came 10 a private doortha t opeMd ilHO tbe G>cil de Ba.:uf; 
after w ai ling Iwe m;nutc \ , ill a fiate lOo horrid 10 ad mit of defcription, the obtai ned ad
mi t!;ll cc. Dud r.m to the ~ iug', apartment. She had no (ooncr left her rown chamber, 
th Jn it was en tered hy a h;wd of alfaffins ( two of whom were men difgu ifed in ,varnen' • 
.clnathsJ who. advancing to the fide of her hed ,drew afide thecur taj illwi tb their piku l!. 
l\ endernl furiou/i hy ·h l.' 10(' of their viCtim, they haf\ened back into the gallery, with 
t he intention of fdfrting al\ CI tr:1t1cc: into the king'l ilpartmcnu, when there: ~ 
little Joubt hut that the viows of the O rlcan,' faB:ion would Ililvebeen-cOedually ateOln .. 
plilhcd , by the murJt( of the rOy'll famil1u . 

The king. awakened hy the: noife, had.fi!!d throuth a priute: pJ{[4g<: to the queen~$ 
"paltment, In order to fn e..hcr li fe. o r to perin, along with her. He: w..as me.t by rome 
of hi! guards, who e(coned him back to his own cham ber, where the queen WtlS "lready 
arri ted. :lI1d the clHldren were brought foon aftcr. The guards were in the: m~n time 
bunted from plilce to pI3tCc, thro ugh al1 1be.purlioul of the palace, much in the fame 

'(' O r. Prieruy, ill his If Letten to Mr. BUfke." hU\nrertod the ' ,,1Iowin, note_wJ :1111 inform.d by "ren. 

"Il' tlemab who w, s at PJr il during the whole of thefo.lrlnbltillll!l, lh:1I there is no truth Itt :dJ in wh~t Mr. Burl;.C 
41 (ays of the queen '~ t.cll-<;hanll,(r he,n, hroke ;UIO, or t he eentonel killed. NOlhin, of tho khid. he r;!y" w:\J 

"e\ ~f hlt.lf.! of ti ll a conlitlcrnhle l ime after the e\'cllt . and lhll reptlrl nofe (rom tJle ariRoc,·at:es."-lf dutlor 
PI·II·Rly " ' ;.5 in. the h~b ,t of t ru lling w rueh )'aE'!e infOt'malion a~ he (ecms, iu Ih,s tnibnce, to bave I'C-te j"ed from 
hli fl leml ;11\ P;ln~ the frequent erron ~nd mifreprefenllllions whl.:h occur In man)' or h" works al'e elfU)' 10 b(I 

:lCCl)U ~ ted (or. Hi. friend mu(\ ~'tai nI1 have r.ke 1 11 'on& nap In I conventle!e, or eire hi. auritillar nerves IlJ\lft 
h ) l e ' hoen ro tick led WIth the de1l£htful found of " Tcw i /11 E"'''lIt~ II ,~ L.JlfNM," as to have been remlcrctl inea
l'~ble uf receiving MY (Ither iml' fcllion ; (QI' the circumR.m..:c!O or all :utempt to alT;"mn:Ue the centmel, IInoJ the 
ill .. , k lrg inlo the ql\een'~ beLl_chamhcr were Ilntoriol1s, at the time. huth ;ll Pari. and Vcrf:ailles -M, Muunier. 
who n:til'cd intu thupllln)" nn the tootb of OClober. only jwr .wJ' aRer the tunluit, takn p:l.rticulx nobcc of tbem 
:u {.I.~\s l:OITl!nS WIth hi, ''W''n Wg",,,ancq M, lie L~lIy-l'ulell llal. wbo left Verf;IIUn .bout tbe Gunc time, alCo • 
fro!!\.. of tilent III tbe r~me mllnnef : am! the leRimuny <Ie thefe s:olltlenlen, wb!! were themr,lvOi princlplIl ~ora 
in t il .. fL't: ne5 they rd .. te. C:\lloot {lIre1y be fu{pcited, &:(uleSl he f:lith ~re fully cOrTOborattd br the depofitiu$1I taken 
1 -:ftn"t the Chl teltt Tis true, ·\tun ttn~ centlne! ~. nO'l lII/tt', nor dOCI Mr. Bltrk. po(lti't'cly fay tb:!.t he w:lJ : t.il 
wurJlI ala .. tnl\~ ntly ho WIOt- cut down," wh.lc h Wal really truo. Hilt II I. eqll1:.lIy utlel tbat the aJJ'aflio. 10ft 
hun fur .1.:...1; \"11 Mouluer. a5 well"" ,,11 tho{cs who left Vcr('illlae: {oop "ncr tbe ;l/fail', beliey.J him to bnc ken 
IIl1t .l. , 

Had .Inaor " 'Jemy {lotTem.d the rmlluJ inclln:ation to invcfiillite the truth or tbe ffiAttff in qud\ion, he miaht 
furd y hue accomplilhetl hb wifh. fince tll.l "ulotic tion l.Iid IJOI 1I1"PUf till '791, and both 'Mourner;!.nu 1.:lIly had \ 
I'uhlin,ed lheir . eclluntt of the buGnef. In..l.lIe year 1789. Bl,lt fa thM' he could inuucc his raUl'tJ 10 qucftion tho 
"'erKity or h is 0l'ponentl ami inljVO:{s a belief that the horrid en'ormltl •• collltniucQ iQ Franoc h:a.Il beea srQ{sly ex.. 
.Axserllted, hi~ Imrpufe WlU ;mf .... ered. • 

u JourlUl Pl1htique, &(.Iom. ii. p. 110, :"', ":_ .fa1ts rch.ti{; i b c1cr nicl'e1nrlUTcAiOl1, p. "5, ,,6,:; 

manner 

, 
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manner ~I the Hugonotl l had bten ~fter the malrnere of •• int Bartholomew. A eonfi
derable party of tbofc> who h.d bten on duty in the interior p.rt of the pabe., h.d only 
lime to barric~de themfelv .. in the rooms odjoining the king'. 'parrment, and being there 
com pleally endofed, the ruffians who h.d bcen \0 the 'Iueen's ehAmher. h~ving joined 
their alrociates, were in the a8 of forcing open the doors. At th is eririe.1 moment, La 
Fayette and his oflic~rs fortunately appeared, .nd prevented the .ecompliehm.nt or their 
diabolie.1 project. That general, aw.kened by the tumult, had (lorted from his bed, and 
mounting his 'II'rf., rode tow.ril. the palace. Deeply .lfe8ed by the f.tal confeq\1ences 
of his credulity ond mifcondu8, he addrelfed, with impamoned energy. the gr.n.dier. of 

- oo;b··f-cehch guards incorpofJted in the Paris militi. ; reprefented to thun. in Ilrong 
Ia-ms, the danger to which the life of their fovereigll was expofe"; a,," otTe«d him(i:lf 
as a vi8im to gratify the roge of the popu13ee ". The grenadie rs, f,'eli Il~ a momentary 
impulfe of returning loy. lty, repaired to the pAlace, fav oureel the ret «at 01 lhe GJrdcs
du-Corps to the apartment .djoinlng the king's chamber, where thofe !;,Ibnt men 
bravely refolved to /hed the laft drop of their blood in defence of theirOfovereign, .nd 
reft",;neu the fury of the aa:,ffins. Thofe ruflians, ho",cyer, though clete8ed in the 
very .as <>f murder a"" tro.fon, were ref pe8ed by the grenodiers" . A Imoll, the fam e 
inll.nt, La Fayette perceived the Gardes.d u .Corps, who had been fi,ll rei7.ed and con
UllaeU to the iron gate, where the mob were deliberating on the mode or their deJth
thither the general ran, and, by haranguing the popul.ee, gainod t ime, until a feeond 
troop of grenaclier> came that way. He imme~iately calico to them-" Gren.diers"
faiu I e " will you then fulfer thefe brave men to b. thus bafely mu<c1ered I I place 
.. them ulluer your prote8ion. Swoar to me, on the {aith of a grenadier, that you will 
" not fulferthem to b. alfaffinatecl '" The I;rcllOdiers took the o.th required, ""d I",eed 
tbe G.roes· du.Corps..in the midll of them. 

But, at fome uillance from thence, thc populace, who had quitted the pal.ce, rnragccl 
at their dif'ppointment, and admirably feeonded by tho milit ia of Verfailles, had fei"'tel 
.nother party of the Garde •• du-Corps, .nd were preparing to malfacre them. The de
fire of rendering their execution more fplendid .nd eruri, by murdering them onder the 
window. of the king's 'p>rtmellt, fort'unately proved the means..,f preferving the live. 

JS~ Journal Polit iquc, &c. Com. ii. p. 2.,+-Fail' relJtif. a Iii. dcmiero infurrct\ion, p. :6 . 
.. Tbe 'P:lriJian luard .. ~d lllrudy dec:bred tbat they would not u(e force :tpinfi: lheir fcl4m,·ci tJlcn. , in " trirh 

_e(<<ipcion t,hey iocl adcd aU tho b::mdicti wbo wcre now in 2nd-aboot VorUiUet; :md a Few of them h31, that V'tr\l 
_ mor~in" aff"o.rdcd a (pecilnen o( the difpo{ltlon ~ud conduel. to be expec!ted (ronuhe w60lo; fur beins-on dUly Pe~ I 

'be (poe where- MeiDtW'S de l1uttJ:1 and V2ric.ourt were fo h:.rb:u-ouOy murdered, nnd in (ull flgbt o( thaI w,h\ml,lrl 
tra,n(atlion, no principle o( scnero{lty or {ympathy co\\11.I induce theml 10 interfere, 01' maKo the (mOlUcfi. allCml'L 
to rav~ mem. Aud thoup tho)' were DOW, by the urnefl l>erfuafltms o( their r:ener:al, led 10 the adortiull o r a 
iiffe,rent line or condutl, with reprd to thoIe bnve nu:n, nOlhing could uriC them to inflict on thoil ;tIf.1JTiu, tt~t. 
,unllanlOnl wwch Lhcy '" richly m.,it<cI. 

-
. · 
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• f thefe devoted vi6\ims. An ollieer of tile 1;aris militia r f~Qed fight of them; and 
among tllofe thot remained were (orne .I,>rigndien, grown grey in the-fe~vice. who thus 

-aclurefi"ed the Currounding crQwd-u Our lives are in your hands; you may put us to 
.. death; but the period of our exinsnce will only experience a nifiing abridgme t, and 
.. we !ball not die dilhonourcd."-Th" lhort harangue produced a .kind of revolution 
-in the minds of the mob. An ollicer of the n.tiopal guard, affeCted by the d'gnified ex· 
prefliol1s and venerable air of thefe military veteraJls, threw his arms round the neck of 
the .oldelt of them, and cxclaimed-" ,We will never m.lf~re luch brove men a. you !" 
His example was followed by fame otller officers of lhe Paris militia. 

,..".. I~ 

At that innant, the king, who, ~companied "nd proteCled • y La F.:Jyette, had gone 
Ahrou gh the palace-his mind being fo occllpied by the danger of his guards, that it could 
dwell on no other fubject th.n t\lOt of ,recommending them to the mercy of tie crowd, 
with alfurances to all that they were unjulHy accufed-went to a balcony, and repeated 
the fame intefeeffion to the mob belQw. Th" guards who were near his perfon, nnxious 

. to fave ~he lives of their comrades, threw down their belts to the people, and, grounding 
their ;r.rms, exclaimed, " rive la .rla/i.m''' · The condefctnlion of the.king. and the can

.<lua of his guard., produced a tranfitory effe8, by flattering the pride, and foftening the 
ferocity of thefe tigers, who now made the courts of the palace, and the wh01e extent of 

;the Place c1'Armes, refound with repeated "<:ries of" r ive Ie rDi!" ln a moment the vic· 
tims, who were &n the point of beiog 'Palf.cred, were embraced by the mob •• nd carried. 
in a kind of triumph, under the windows of the royal apartment; wbile the guards 
above were invited to join their comrades. The inviulion was accepted; and they 
wcre loaded with carelf •• by that populace, who had fo I'lely been anxious to a{faffin.te 
them, and who. foon after, took a barbarous pleafure in cxpofing them to every kind of 
infult ami degradation. 

Though the JlCople had condefeended .to promiCe tbat tbey would murder no ·more of 
he Gardes-du-Corps, tbey did not lofe light of the principal object of their enterprize; 

but inlillcd, in the molt derrnnined .manner, that the killg ihould fix his r.lidellee at 
Paris. La Fayette cOl,llmuOlca~ed ulis demand to his majell:y, wbo, alarmed, folicited, 
prdfcd on all fide •• at length (;oml'lied, and promifed to depart for the c!,piul at noon. 
This promife '\Vas fuon nOlified to all the parts of the crowd, by papers immediately dif· 
pe& d for lhe purpofe,; and the ace/am.tloPs of the people were anfwered by th_ dif· 
charge of cannon and muCqu.etry. .Hia majelty appeared at 'the balcony to coniirm his 
'promifC'. ' " • 

On this feconcl appeara,)ce, the jQY of the l':uiliani was 00 '1o~r cQJline<J ~itl1in 
bounds, hut difplayed itfel( under a thou fond hid o'u. (orms. They feilted .the Gard",· 

-du Corps, to wbom they had fo recently 'granted theidivcs, tore off tbeir'tloi(orm, and 
made thelll put .on the ..Jrefs of the national guard; after which thcr wer~ refervcd .. 

r- ' prifolltrf, 
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prifone", or hoflJget, ileftined to cmbellilh the triumph of the viaol1. The militia of 
Paris :md 1h.t of Verfaillci eontinued, for fome hours, to congntulate cach othtr in a 
m:lOner that wa~ peculiarly infulting to thei r foverc ign and his falnily. The monner, 
with the pointed C:lp and long ~:lrd, whom we 11:1\'C before noticed, finmt<i about the 
pl:lcc before, the IlJlace, ofientatioufiy eXhibiting' hia face and hands, covcred with the 
blood of the Gardes- du-Corp~, and lamenting that he had been brought to Vtrf1tlllea to 
cut olf ,,,Iy two heads I J . Hut nothing could equal the inhuman delirium of the Poif
rudu; thrte if them unrt fiaru/ ,,, tht b,d, ya murd,rtd Garde-d" ,Clrpl, latin! . fir 

rathn- JWluri"I, tht jlrJh 'I his h,p. wbith t/Hir "mpfmi,nl cut WI' ami p'-t:p4r1dl,r tlNm: 
~iltJht Parifians Wlrt Jallr;"l arlUIIJ thtm ,6 I II By their tran fport •• their gellurC!l, their 

inarticubte a.lld harbarous cties, Lewis the Sixteenth, who beheld them from hi' win~ 
dow, might have faocied himfelf ling of the call1libaJs, and of all the AnthrollOllhllgi o( 
d le New World. 

Soon after, the mob and the militia, as if 'anxious to encreare their intocicatioo by a 
frelh infbncc of fucecf. , roared out, with the utrnoft violence and indecency. for the 
queen.- La Fayette, accordingly, went for her. She hefitnted a moment, and alked if 
her prefence were nccc(fary to :lppeafe the people? He a(fured her it Wa$.-" Tlu:n"_ 
raid lhe-" I would go. even if 1 werefure thatJ went to execution." She alWrding:
I,. appeared in the balcony, acc:ompanied by the dauphin and his (iller; but twenty tliov
find voku infill nuneouny exe1aimed, If NI ebildrrn l " She therefore rent the children 
away, and remained in the h:lleonr :.Ione. ~ Then her air of lligni6ed majcn, in ch i. 
Clate of humiliation ; and Ihi s (,roof of her counge io an obedience fo perilou.-for in 
the depoCitioni ginn before the Childct jt is eflificd. that muslrts wert , at that very 
t.jme, fit" INel/td i" thr rrMIJJ, whirb apptartd I I tbl Jrptmmtl I I bl p(lil/ud dirt ll" ilt lbe 
iUttn-foftcned, by diln of furprizc, the ferocity of the mob; and the was received with 
uuiverfal applaufe. 

I, Journ:ll Politiqn., "c. tom, Ii, p •• ,8 __ Falfl "'btit. Ii b. oI.rlliere in(urret'Uon, p. 11. 
1f)Ournat PoIitique, p- .,1, tI,.-M. MO\Inier rJ)"-" I (ball DOt Enter irno tnc pal1ieubn of ".-iou' (une'oI 

... hnrror,wottllr ohhe motl .uoc.ioul a,pnib;aJ:r, -whit.h p1llfe<l in prtie"", of the IMlItttM milkil, whelM"'" ma" 
CI tt.. (nullc:(\ attempt to '"prebend or pumfb the ~jrerunt""'_The inhabitanb oJ tb. pl'V"incn ., .. en (0 far ~e
«i\~, that nllmbcn of thtm \4tre convinced that the Pui. militia lad marc.bed to V.r6UJc. for the rvte pu,.pole 
or J'IWelU'lnl diror~fII'1_ They IuIcrw not lh~ on the fj"lt of Qa.obe,.llIer. ~ been an infurro8;ion al ".r;11 
dult the llIWIl,1;;lIfe had bUll bcrl~e'h that tile militia badfr .... tlltir lenonol to plla hlmfvlf at ttlEir hBad I and 
Ilut tMr arti .. 011 :u VerrliU~ in the middle of ItIc -ni,ht. It le true, that, at !aft, tbtlr prot«te4 the Cum!" bJ ..... 
tereedi". lOr tbem I bllt the1 dfd not auaclr; .ny 1>111 of tbe Brlpnol. whole crimeslhoy bajj witnelr.d. On Ih, 
COIllra", 1M" J-p.- r",1w I,,,,,, ,. I~' I ..... w.t;";~ I.~ I .ad, doulnlB&, .. otbln; but tl~ f. r of 1Iif.. 
-,lMfl"l ' hem ~ ban inAucn~ the order fill' lbe retrut of II .. pMd. f\atiolllld on tho lerna, br cIIII'd II .... 

ilnduud &boll who flIlMllild at their porh to lUff.r tlwmr,lvcl to be malI'atrd WiUlO\I1 malrJnr . "" del6nee.-lt 
'WO\Ild bm ~ tuch lUI ury fN.Itcr to repel Uw a1fa/ilnll-I'aiCli I'(blifl' a b oI.t'JIll(' W"lIrrtaioa, p •• " . I'I/Me. 

8 j After 
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After ,the king anu queen h~u retired. to prepar (oP ~hei remlJ'.-allo the meJropoli1l, ~ 
confide~a]jlc degre~ of agitation was di,fcernible \\pon the Place d'Armec, among the 
f~cliousl wuo were in <Iefpair at baving milf.1! their blow; 'Iod the d.1 Olgogue , who w re 
ill raptures at this lait viU\ory 06 the people. I:.ifl~ 'of profcr.iption were induJ\riouOy 
circulated among the mob, 011 which w~re infcribed the narueJ of the moit yirtuoll& mem
bers of the Alfembly. 

, The duke of Orleans, who muit he confidered as rhe author of th«fc difiurballces, h:ut 
palfed the preceding evening at Paffi, in company with madame de Sillery, whitl)er his • 
emi{[aries and couriers were continually arriving from Verfailles, with the news of-wl£i(" 
was p.ffing at the palace and at the National Alfembly", In t C 1l10rniog, between 
the hours of fix and feven, he was himfclf prefent in dlfguife among, the \1lob who werer 
deitined to attack the palace, and to whofe l<:aders he was revealed by certain diflinguifu-
ing marks or ligna!. The principal fervice Which thrs illufirious mifcreant intended to' 
perform •. was, flam his intimate knowledge of the interi"r of the palaco, to lead tbe 
blnditti by the nearell: way to the royal apartments; in which cafe; it·har. been fuppofed. 
and the juRice of. the fuppoCition cannot reafonably be doubted, that aU that part'of the 
lOyal family would have been inflantly facrificed. Fortunately, how.ever, h,s heart, ac
cording to its ufuahufiom, is faid to h:t\le fail ed when he arrived aHhe fcene of acHon·; 
and he accordingly !l.unk aw.y from his a{[ociates, whore numbers, violence, :lOd fero
ci ty, might poffibly tend to·ener.afe his terror, Miraheau, enraged at what h. conlid~t'-
cd faeh /hamefuJ,conduCt in his patron, is reported to have 'made the following ' farcllfiie 
obfer,vation-" That man eon!lantly ,carries a cocked pifiblloadcd with mifchlof in niSI 
.. hJnd, but his cowardice is fa extreme that' he never can draw the trigger,"-The 
duke d'Aiguillon, it is alfo confidently affirmed " , WM one of the perfons who mixed: , 
with the mob, difguired in woman's apparel; a cireu m{hnce which juflj6cube fufpi-
cions which have been before thrown out, of the purity of thofe motives which infiu.. 
<nced tbe facrifices he voluntarily made 011 the night of the fourth of Augull:, , 

At eight o'clock in the mOf'ling, and before he had given his word to follow the re
~l , to P~S, the king had exprd{i:d, to fome of the deeutiea of tho.nobility, his cameth 

J7 Journal Politiquc, &:c. tom. i.i. p. 1431 _Q 

11 Tbe privato inlorml.t1oll.w(1)lvcr~cived, CD. the {ubjetl of this nobleman'S cond.a, on tbis too memorablO 
oc~o." docs not J\Crmit U$ to doubtthe ttu~or the aftirmation. ·Could we cOftc.ly. ourfelVeI jufti6od, in aDr 

de, in deplrtinl from the rigid dltty of AI). lllfto,-iao, we m.i&ht, probably, have been lnd ... ,*, to fUPPf015 this faa, 
6::0111 tho J10po that tho fubfeq\\ct'l.t emigration of the dake lw been influentod by a conviaion o£ !he improp.rlely 
ot bit con aet\ions 1tnd proceeding., ;\t the commlDccmeot of Lbe Revolution; but wo arc too fcnftble Cl\a( tho 
I\i~ regard <0 vera<iIY COIUlilu,cs our. lidl dill)', not to make II,.;. all cafes whatever, rife p ............ , 10 every 
etho • .colllidel'alioa- -

w,ilb 
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",ilh to have ~1I tile members of the Nation~1 Alfcmhly around him, in orller that they 
might alIin him with their advice at fo alarming a crilis. Thefe deputies h. ncned to 
'th~prelident's apa~tments, ~ho hid jun beel! awakened by a perfon th at bro"ght him a 
oote from one of the mcmb<rs, couclied in thefe terms-I< III the ,Ia,nc of God,jave my b,'o-

• ther, whom the peopl. or. about to ma./focr.;" on their way, the deputies Tcquelled fome of 
their .lfociates whom they met to repair to the palace; they even went to the hall, 
where having found a conliderahle number of .l1embers alfembled, th ey communicated to 
them the king'. de fire, in the name .of the prcfid ent. Mirabeau obferved, co nat the pr. 

flamt (auld no/" make them to to Ih. palace, without dc/to.rating." The galleJ'i~s, filled 
~th the dregs of the capital, fupported tbeir friend Mirabeau, and declared tlut the , 
members Ihould not quit the ball. 

·About ten o'clock the pre/idcnt took th~ cbair, alld formally ~lmoQnced the king's dc
\fire; whet> Mirnbeau r~id-I< That it was "'",eath the digl/ity of the AITembly to go to 
.. the king; that the palace of the fovereign waSllO place for debate; t113t thei r d. libe
.. ratiOits would'be expofed to fufpicion; and that it would be fallicient to f~nd a depu-
~, tat ion of fix-and-thirty members. • 

This obfervatioa was equally marked by folly-antl hypocrify. To talk of the dignity 
~f the Alremhly, after it had been reduced tt) the lowell: poffible ebb of degradation; 
'.\fter it had bafely fuhmitted to be diaated to, 10 have lalVs impofed on it, by the nleanen 
and moil prolligate mifcreaots in the kingdom; after it had (ufbim:d all thofe infults 
which had reduced it almofi below contempt, to talk of its dignity was to iufult the com
mon fenfe of mankind! Belides, could it be de med derogatory to that dignity to wait 
'On the chief of the nation 1 Or was dignity alone to be conCulted ~t foch a time 1 The 
king was on the point of being forcibly carried oil' from his .paloce, and perl1.lps malTa-
.. red; he a!ked for a!tifbnce and aavice, and they prerended to dread the infiuonre of his 
authority. when he was not even fure of his life! TIle king, too, by imploring the .;d 
'Of the Alrembly, furnilhed th em with an opportunity of proving Ihat they were not in 
'.league with the Brigands; and fome of the members, whofe addrefs was not equal to 
their evil deliglls, made them, by refuling to comply with his requel1:, lofe that op- • 
portunity. The prdident, M. Mounier, in vain protened againll the rervfal; in vain 
did he infin that their dl nity confiiled in difcbarging their duty; that they had no duty 
to'fulfil that was more facred than that of attending the king in the hour of danger; and 
th~t if they llegleCl.ed to fulfil it, they would fubjeo!l themfelve! to etern.l reproach i 
they did not ttempt to :lIlfwer his argument ., but contented themf.lves with dividin, 
'the houfe, when the majority voted forlhe deputation . 

As they were employed in fejeCting the memben who were to cOlnpofe it, I hey re
<:eived information, tbat his majelly, «d,,(ed to thf J~n extremity, had rogaged to ac-

3 I ~ comp.ny 



l..EIGN OF 

• complny the Brig:\nds and PariGan heroe,' to he capital. Without enquiring into the 
circumll aD ., wh~ch had induced the king to adopt a refolution Co extraordinary, tbat 
f: me Mlr~beau who had iolilled that lix-nod-thirty deputies were fi'fficient for him, ii, 
the hour of peril, now propored that he 1\'0uld have nn hundred to witnef, his captivity; 
and, though he had rerufed to beone of the member, of the lirll deputation, which might 
ha ve been expored to fome danger in affi lling the king, he offered himfelf as one of the 

- {econd which wa, only.dclli ned to degrade his m.jelly, by {welli ng the train of his con
'l,"crors, He, at the fame time, moved, though without fuccers, tbat aD addrd. to the 
p rovinces Ihould be pubJ ilhed by the Affembly, to tell them-tbat Ihe 'IIdfolof thejlate 
was a60llt to rty'h forward with /ireater rapidity tho" t'll,r, towards its rtgm,ratio", Mo~c 
Ilier declares, that the joy of Mirabeau, Barnave, and others of the moll: ,!i~olcnt leaders, 

'Was Co extremc, as to become indecently apparent; ,,?:hilll the memberoon the other lide, 
expeCting every moment to be furroQ.ndc-d with an armed rabble, trembled for their live" 
and dared not utter a word.-To pafs away the time, it was decreed, that the National 
Alfembly was infeparable from the king ; after which any triRing buftnef, that could be , -
thought of was hrought forward, to a/Foro Come appearance of debating until the buuneC$ 
at the paloce was entirely over. , 

1t waS one o'clock before the king left VerCaille" and the mob bad, for fame time, er
prelfed, in loud murmurS', their difconient at the delay. The proceffion which now 
commenced has heen j nmy charaCterized as onc of the moll: degrading and mebnchofy 
of . wh ich there is any record in hillory. ,The fovcreign , of one of the greatell:, mon 
powerful" and moll: {plendid monarchies in the univerfe, governing> people long and far re
nowned for arriving near the Cummit of civilization, learning. arts and fcience; a natiolt, 
l ikewife, particu larly famed for the valour, _ generality, and rare attention to honolll'; 
which h., diHinguilhed its nohility, through a coutfe of age, ; and yet this fovereign', 
'Withou~ foreign invalion or war ; without any avowtd domenic competitor for his throne; 
and even without allY acknowledged rebellion othis CubjeCts, was, in the face of Jay, 
with his qu.en and family, dragged from his pala·ce, and led c.ptiNe, in f.1Vage triumph, 
by bands of the mtanell: and moll: c:ontemptible ruffians and proRigates, of botb fexes, ill 
h i, do.runions !! I 

At ~he head of the proceffion marched the main body of the Paris militia, t'll"y fill. 
«Ier carr)~ng 0 loaf ji",d to the paint of his bayon,/" . Then followed thofe modern.Juri.es, 
'he Poilf:>.r<ks, drunk with jllY and wine, carrying bnnches of trees decorated' with rib
banlls; Come of them fat allride on the cannon; others were on horfeback, having on. 
their head. the bats belonging to the Gardes-du-Q,rps: a part wore cuiralfes, before and 
lM:,hilld ; and anotber part were armed with fabre. and mu/ke.ts. They were: furrounded' 

" jo.rnal.PolJtlqu., "c. 10m. il. p. , g • 
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by the multitooe of Brigands and 'P,rilian workmen; and in the midll: or them marched 
two rullians, with naked arms {bined with human blood, bearing long pikes, to the ends 
of which were fixed the mangled heads of the two life-guards who had been olurdered 
in tI.e room ing '0; and. thefe, it is faid, were frequently and delignedly exhibited before 
the windows of the carriage which conveyed the 'royal captives, whofe ears were def
tined to be lhocked, not lef. than their eyes, by the moll obCcene, favage, and horrid ex,. 
premons, ufed by the beans of women, in the bearing of the queen. 

A number of carts loaded with corn and flour, which the mob had feized at Veri;ilJcs, 
- ...... ,.med ,convoy, which was followed by the grenadiers, who hnd taken polfellio., of the 

Gardes-du-Corps, whofe lives the king had redeemed. Thefe gall ant men, trC:ttc~ as 
captives, were difarmed, and marched, ooe by one, OQ foor, and with their heads \IllCD

vered. Before, behind, and on either lide of the royal carriages, were the dragoons, the 
regiment of Flanders, and the Ctnt-Suilfes. The king was accompanied by the queeo\ 
the rell of the ropl family, two prelates of the conncil, and the go~ernefs of Itia 
children. 

As if this procellion were not, of itfelf, 3 fullicien t inf"lt antI deltradation to C.ncn 
majelly, a journey o? fou ': leagues was protraClod tp lix hours. Thrir dep~rture from. 
Verfailles was ce lebrated by tbe militia of that place and of the capital, by a genua I dif
cbargeof mufquetry, " as a mark of triumph after gaining a battle"," At certain fixecl 
diftance, the whole procellion Ilopped, and the d~fcharges were repeated, when the l,'oiC
{ardes, quitting their cannon and their horfer, formed themfelve. into circlea.around the 
mangled heads of the Gardes.du-Corps, wl.ich t hey contemplated with ferocious joy, 
and immediately be(ore the king's carriage, where they dan ced; uttered the moll hotrid 
yells; emhraced the military partner. of their crimes, and fang licentious fongs, the un
varied burd.en of which was, " Void I. boulanger,la bottlangl7", It I. petit milro,," I" 0,\ 

, 

• 

.,. One or here unhappy vilHrru, the youns: chevalier de Var.court, wp brother to the. marchioncfs ue Vil· 
Ictte, (0 much aclmircd, and,Co celebrated, by Voltaire. 

IU F.i rdQtih.:ita derrucre inrurret\ion, p. 31 . 
• 1 IJ Hut .," ,hi Id"t 1M ... ,"n.'~ wlflJ ."fI t« '""~, fill), !ortMIIlt."-lt would be diMcuk to find, in. ony hitlol1' 

wh:alcVcr. a more Irofs mifrepr "'n"'tion, a morc fhameful pcrvcrnon of fat'l, tJ\an 111, (olloWI.og uc~ nptioo or
thi' h rid rroceffio') exbibitl t-" Durin, the pro&nfj 311 WM gaiety and joy "mung tho (oldie" and fl1ol\.atort ;. 
" antt (OUl was I. uf!t.8 ill whicb tht J'l'fId 1td/;"'jift bJd IIx. fU4mtta" 1 puft" -I IIN/r if"" tbat the multif.ll,cSc wero f\l
f( ptrtbtlouOy perfua4ed that thfl; ropt pler,nee wouhl 3aualty pulan em\ to tho fl.mlno. Tho /,¥ula, ex.d~l'tlt)n 

- (I WIU, at lbey proeeWed along, "We :l'C brln,ing Lho bakor, u,e b_cWl wire, aD.Jl the b:\l(cr'. little journey
u,M:f;O."-HljifHf tJ' tiJ,RtvtlMII.ff., tonl ~ i. P.149' 

Tb)f; I' the firIltirot w.ohavo ften a brutal infult conftruecl lnto:a mark of rorpo&; or tho ,COlle expreffion of 

U aU W;lJ gaiety anti joy.' appHod to fuell fct:ncs of aoominntion., a:i were exhibited by the ruObnl and (url •• or 
P3ri dur iul this pruct1l.on By the (:!.Me ruJc, we fup-rore, Wit Ihall he told Uut 'ho :Uramnli who difchJrged weir 

US into one of the r~a1 c;arr~Jes-:a eaa connrmed by M. LalJ)' on. no lee. irrcfta,ab1c evidence (h.1.I\ otrJ/~,. 
"'-'/'''''-
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the high rond, not f~r (rom·PaR'y, flood the duke of Orleans", 1ike the great father of 
fin, conttmplatiog, with malignant joy, the fatal e/fi:~b of his own infernal machi. 
-catiolls I 

. 
Such was the mnnner In whteh Lewis the Sixteenth, king of France, was fOl'('ed from 

the refidencc of bi •• neeftors by the murderers of his fervants, and conveyed, by a rebel 
army, a captrve to his metropolis ·) 

• 
Ha:e finis Priami fatoram, h,e exitus. 

It was feven o'clock when the proceRion Teached the gates of Paris; the royal family 
",ere immediately conducted to the town.houfe, amidft the /houlS and cries of. mad po· 
pulace, who had been wliting ftveral hours for their prey. The king was harangutd hy 
Moreau de Saint Mery, whoexpoft'Jl.ted at large on the inviolable loyalty ancllidclity 
of the Parifian., of which, it muft be confelr~d. they had juft given. notable example. 
A fter palling a confiderable time .t !!he town-haU, their majeR;ies were conducted to t he 
<lId palace of the Louvre, which had remained uninhabited fince the d,ys<lf Lewis the 
F ourt.tllth,and where not the f",,,lIeft preparation h.d been made for lheir reception. Mon. 
fleur and hi, con fort eftabli lhed tbeir tcfidence at the Luxembourg. The city was i1lumi. 
n.ted, and the remainder of the night was p.lred by tbe Parifians in tefiifyi ng their joy 
at the victory they had obtained over t\ltir fovereign, by indulging in every ,·xccfs of !t. 
centioufnc{s ; while the heads of tbe two Gardes.du-Corps were oftentatiouOy difplayed, 
in all the ftreats of the capital t •• 

. When all the circumfinnces of horror and iniquity, preceding and attending the dif. 
grocefu l t[anfactions of the fixth of Oaober, are conlidered, it appears al'moft impolJible 
tha[ men could he found with minds fo fuangcly formed as to contemplate the {cene ~ith 
j oy and exultation. Y ~t do&or Pr,ce {oems to have regarded it as the laudable effort of 
a people" indignant and refolute, fpuming at Cavery, and demanding liberty with an 
" irrelillible voice: their king led III triumph, and an arbitrary trlon.rch furren<Jering 
.. him~lf to hii fubjeCls."-Tbis rhapfody, (for what\ltherdenomination cao it deferve I) 
is marked by fallhood and mifroprefentation. N!> bile feature of liberty is to be difcern
ed in the machinations of the faction th.t projectul, or in the proceedings of the.mob 
t~at conduct .. I, thiS .bominable triumph.-" Lihcrt}"-fays the citiZ<!n of Geneva
" mull altuaY$ follow tbe fate of tbe laws; it mull reign or perilh with them." But,. 

"IL"NWRjl1IJlitR-OnJ, me."Dt to gi~ their m:ajdnos ''"proor of their ~tO;'"i :md th.u the cry of " 1"* Ii .. Et!tgtlll 
.u "I. lAn~," /" w» n more e.ffiJfion of i"","", .,lfib! 

• .J jow'nal PoJitique, &" com. ii. p. 191 , .. Idem, ibid. p. 191., 
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in th is inlbnce, the Jaws were difobeyod ; all the conlHtlltcd authorities oppofcd; and 
the fi'ril priocrples of that dec12fatioo of rights, which the Fnmcb tbemfelv.s coofidered 
asthe pledge '1Jld furc~y of their. liberty. viol .ted. We bave feun, in the lirfi place. the 
~.t of municipal juniae invaded ; next, the conll:i tu tional comm.nde~ of the military 
t1lreatcoed and controlled; and, billy, the perron of tbe monarch, fo Colemnly prQc1.ill1-
cd f.crcd and inviol. ble, attacked; his refidence, and the feat of the National Af-

L fembly, forcibly entered; his Llwful defenders barbll rouOy murd~red, anti himfelf .nd fa. 
, mily dragged. in captivity, to the capital I In {hort. every part of thefe proceedings wa~ 

marked by a fpirit of licentiou-fnefs nbfolu tely dellrucHve of all rational freerlom. - Li. , 
". ""rty, heaven-born goddefs ! eternal object of Ollr veneration I it was not at thy ihrine. 

unlbined by the blood of virtue. the bafe Parifians bowed tbeir guilty heads I-No, the 
bafe detraaors robbed lhee of thy nalDe, anr.i gave it to an hideous idol of their OIVIl' , 
creation I • 

The application of the "pithe! arhitrllfY to the unhappy Lewis. at thi9 period. i. al"f 
inful~ to common fenfe, and could only be ufed os a necelfary C.ncHon to the exult .tiot\ 
eXl'relTed by the pTe.cber at feeing him I,dill /r·i,lInph. D ef"oiled not only of evary ""t 
of his power which could be employed to the prejUdice of the llariona1 welfare, but l\rip' 
ped even of many of thofe prerogatives which wer~ elTentially conducive to the real in
tereas ofi the.natiOll, this unfortunate monarch . fo f.r from being defporie, was himfelf 
the viClul of oefllorifllld-Stcong, indeed, mul\: ge tbe current of prejudice, when eVeIl 
the pulpit is prollitut." to the propagati08 of calumny I 

bn the evening of that difaflroll s 4ay. in wh,ch tbe king was tOI'O from his f.llllily. II,. 
broken remn.lnts of the mid,lIc or moderate party in t.he • '. tion.l .... lfembly. of whom 
Mounier was tjle head. and who had end avoured to ell.bli O. what they conceived te> 
be the faCell: aud moll: permancnt fyll:.m of liberty for the people. llnder the f"nll o( "
limited monarchy. to be regu lated and kept withjn proper bounds by :, con(jitption bear
ing fame refcmbl.nce to that of I::ngland, held a meering, at which it w.s llnted. that , 
having long. with great peril to themf.lves, difeharged their duty . s honell men. In en
de:lvourinlr to fiem the torrent of repulllicaniflO; to defeat the unavowed, and lh .. efore 
more dangerous, defign~, of fOlUe of the faClious leaders; to ellablilh the lillerty of tbt> 
people, and, at the fame ' l i:YJe, to " referve tbe proper and nefelTary rights of the 010-

narcliy ioviolate; that after this long and virtuous firugg1e. it was now a mMter f 
grievous r.6eCtio.~ to perceive, 1I0t only that all their efforts were frui tlefs, but th.lt '" 

- direaly contrary and mofr d.ngerous llate of affairs iud taken place. They faw the 
monareliy overthrown; the king a prifonel', not mere I'}' to his olVn fubjeas. eoofidrredl 
generally .. fuch, blit to the rabl1le of Pari.; while his l ife hung {afpended by a hair, 
wQich it w~. in the power of every rullian to fnap or to cut in a moment. They faW' 
tllat liberty or' which they had fa much. comc:ncitd Ilow pl",ed.iA.. 1u<:b ;L Ir in, that. i 

: ' ca~ 
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c3ufa produced their proper drea., it WaJ likely t"o be de11.royed before it wu complete--
Iy formed. The N.uioDal , A lfembly muft now remo ve to Paria, which had, for Como 
time, been the prime \viih ;md ehief objetl: in view, with (orne of t he moil: d;tngerous of 
the faCtious leaden who ruled tll3t body. In Paris, the rcpn:fentatjvcs 01 the people 
would become as abfol ute prifoner. as the ki ng; Olnd Franco.. would be govem ed hy 
laws fi"nmcd by thefe lelden, and-ellforc::td on the Alfembly by the tenor of their innru· 
mentl, the cabals and mobs of the capital . AI for themfelves, the purity of their views 
llnd the integrity of th eir cond u6\. could not preferve them (rom continual danger, ar.d 
menace fO their1ives 0 indeed, it was, unh appi l " (hewn too clearly , that thefe were qU:l.l!:.-. 
t';cs now (0 litt le regarded. t hat they could procure neither erleem nor fa(ety. The _ 
quefiiotl now (or them to confider wu. whether, having ful fill ed th e duty they owed to 
t he I'llblic to t be uunofi of thei r power, hut without eWeCl:t and finding Ollfai rs now in :a 
fiatew hich not oltt y rendered them toully ufeJefs (or the prefent. but which cut of' :111 
hope of their ever being'Otherwife under t he prefent fyfiem, they Ihould, notwithlhnd· 
mg, perfevere in the (ame (ru ttler. toil, and devote their lives, without a competent ob· 

jeB. by pl:acing them in the h ands of the Panfllas; or whether the~ lhould at once {e
cede (rom the Afrembly, and {uhmit their conduCl. :aloo&, with the caufn of th i. proce
dure, to J.bc.ir conftituents. :IS \vell as to the public at largc1 

The greater part of tbe member. prefent, notwithfhnding thefe teafons. in the .eta
city of which they all equally a,reN. cwere yet unwilling to abandon their {eau, Mot'
:nier and Lally. Tolcnd:al wefe at the .head of the fecedcu· l • 

• , M. de Lall,.TOlc:ndal. in hi&fecond letter ta a flienil. 7J1igru the (ollo"in, COIent motlf'es (or bit t"euffion._ 
,.1 I wal no t"ncer able toemlllt'!l the !\nfl''''' I exrerieru:cd at the !lSIlt of thal bJood-..thofc heach-thlt quoen ..... (1 
~. _~that 1,,"1, carried off as a fltrw, ellteri", PaN in Ibe midft. of hi. :UTafllu, and p~lId by tbe b id • 
., 01 bill unf"ol'TUn.:1Ie (\lards. tboCc perlidlOlou Janl lrnler, II~ alfaBlns., thole female c:ana\bll1l, thlt cry 01' jf Au. 
j . TNI IIlIlO" Te TNI L .... NTIIO ... I .. lItlhll! mome.tot that the It..i .. 'A'" elUetin, h it ap.III" wilb two prelala of hb 
" C(lUntil In lbe Clrrbllt with hIm t • ~n ",lwj I t_jinJ 1 __ ,,'M ,.,.', _rl~l M. lbi.II, e:lJt:tI, thai. I 
.. GI:."", .r,., 1- rhe Adiambol, hi"''''; CIIOlly dedue\l , l'n tbe roomtnr;. thai it W:l1 Inooropuihle with i~ dlSnllJ 
j. to 10 III II body 'I,ld (Ilr~nd tbe kl", I M. Mirabelu obl"c"itll. with impuJlity, in •• A!Iem'b11. IJat l!Je 'err.1 
.. of tl¥: 1\.11t, fir flom bei"IImPll'kd in h .. CQUrre. would rIlfh rolnnrd wiul rraoter rlpidi!), tban e-ier tOWanU 
.. ib ~~nt'llItl"li : M. &;arnal'C bUlhins wIth hIm, whllt Ar.:lTA50( blood w!fc ftowm( l/'tI\Ind ~, 11'1" VlrtUOIlI 

.. Mounie .. ;mraculoully C(tapinl rram twent,. l/'falllns, WDo were lnXlOUI to make an aJditiQlllltroph,y <Ii bls 
"bud. I . . .. nil, it Wit that m~(le me f\V1a( never mot'll 10 ret root in ,t..., r;ttJtt1l if ~h""""f} (me Nmanll Al'rell'lhl,), 
~ ' wl~ICl I I~ no longer II~ Arcn81h 10 rajf, (fI7 Vfflee; where. lot chc I all lilt wc.u. 1 JIIHi tlifed It ill nin. 1, 
" MOUIlIb,', IIDd Ill! \"rl\ll.l\U mCf'l. w .... or I;l rinlvn thlt eM li n dfort ...... h.d 1.0 niH.. for the public wdfue WIt ~ _ 

.. leau Ie.. No hlCll of ft.r eftr .ntere.'! my bead, Ir It had, I IhouJd be: _/harned 10 d'''''''n It. t twt receivcO on 
/of t IM tUld [he W. QQCI .. f the de l)Utation Ihat IcomraDleG the kinl to P:LrnJ &om the pcopk.11IB criminal 
.. thVl thor. who Iud acilcd \.beir fUl')' , 11«10011 icll» an.! plaud,~ tbat would u,.. rnW*I Ofhen, out whICh 
If m~" me (buddcl'. It was lOUIe ,nd.cnltio,," the honVl', the pltJfical coo\'ulflOfll, I d~" ,1M! ftII'rt (',M: 
~ 0( hloodj thlt J , 11:ItI" A mao m'1 Wlwe dUlh Oncel he nur (ke it man, times., ... ben h is wunr:e uo lire oi 
.11 ur, In 1111, COUAtty I but DO pOWer' \/A.f ~nn, IlO publIC or privlle opil:r.loa, can C04b.A m. "' fu6er ufo. 

• •• JeCsIy 
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But before Mounier had quitted the prefident'. cllair, he h.d the atldrefs, with the fer
vent aid of his friends, to carry a very import.nt refolution, and which there w.s little 
reafon to expet!l would have been p.(fed. This was an order for .n enquiry inlo the 
horrid maJracre, intend.d, and at!luall y cOlllmenced,.~n the fixth of Ot!lober, and for profe
cuting the authors thereof. This was the foundation 'Of all the proceedings which were 
conduaed in the Chatelet upon the fubjea; and though fub(lant iul juflice was not 
obtained, nor probably could be expeaed, yet it could not fail to produce fome good ef
fea. by convincing the perpetrators of wanton and unprovoked murders, that they 
might not always be. fafe in the gr3lifieation of that horrid propenlity; ancl reminding 
them. that public enquiries. and public profecutiolls, weTC not pleafant matters to play 
with . It would have done much honour to the National ·ALrembly. would have pre
vented much well-founded reproach. which will not wear 6lf \vhile the melOory of any 
of their aas continue. and would have prevented aCts which will be an ete rnal flain to 
their country, if they had pall'ed, and fupported with vigo ur, many fimi(ar rr.fol utions; 
inftead of tuming accounts of the mofl in.huma'l murders t() ridicule, and /h.mefully 
joking upon the purity or impurity of the blood thus /hed. 

Nothing, at the fame time, can alford a ftropger demonflration of the homage paid 
to Mounier's charaCler, and of the awful afcendaney which virtue holds even over Ihofe 
who abhor its name. than .that he /hould bave been able to carry a refolution fo nbllor
rent to the difpo(ition of all the prin.cipal lendefs of the faCtions i-they evidentl y Ihrunk 
before it. H e has decl.red himfelf, th.t the retlet!lion of his having carried this mea
(ure of humanity and jufliee was no fmall folace to him in his fubfequent troubles and 
misfortunes. This was his lafl public aCl:: and be. \Vh" had not long linee been one of 
~he mofl popular men in the kingdom, was, at no difl.nt period. dr.flin<d to fiy from his 
counlry, and to retire to Geneva for the prefervation of his life. Tilis obligation he 
owed ~o n.rnove and other of his brother deputieS, who, unable to refi(l or end"", hi • 
..,irtue when prefent. took core to prepolI'ec. the minds of the people fo dfeCtuQlly 
againfl him, as to prevent the pollihility of his being ever again troublefome. 

Mounier was, with refpet!l to frriCl:nefs of integrity, purity of p·rincipl., love and. ad
miration of virtue. unthubtcdly the lira man in the ALrembly. In tal<nt s and abilities 
lIe. was fccond to none in that body; but haviog more f ubflance than /how in them, they 
w~re by no mealls calculated ad captandum 'vulgus; fo that his popularity mufl have arifen 
from t e general fenfe entert~ined of h is virtue. He w>s an enthuGafric lover of li 
berty, and as d termined a foe to tyranny in every /hape and form; but the liberty which 

, 
tt)et'slya lboa:rand deaths a mlnoto; and to perifh throuth de(plir llnd ra,e, in the midJ} or tt1l1111phh :.nil crip\ee 
... wb\eh j' heve been unab1e to pretent.-Tbcy will pre ll ribc me, thllrJ 'Will c:gnAfc:atc ray property :-1 will tU~ 
t4 ti,,,~ ~e ~ anc,) lcd'thom no moro,-Suth it-my juAi1i~tioD. ... 

3J( 



R.EIC;;N ~r 
. 

he adored; and wilhed to elhblilh, was a rati"onal and' regular one, fenced in with infu
perable rdtraints againrr its degenerating into licentioufnefs and anarchy, as weti as with' 
impair able mounds again~ the illro~ds of defpotHIn. His chief faul ti · in· political a/faint 
were too great a degree of refinement, !oo great a· partiality for fpeculative daar-ines, and
a pertinacity ill. adhering. fomctimes too fl;rongly, to his own opinions. 

Mouoierdeclared· to a few particular friends, at hi. deparrure from Paris, how muclv 
10. was opprelred by the melancholy refleClion. that all his efforts in favo'!r of liberty> 
hJt!·only ended in e.ufiaving, France to th~ defpotifm of faction, inlte.ad o( the defpotifiru 
of replty. 

Two faClion., with views' totally dilferent 'and'ineompatible, liad' contriDutedin pro-
moring the hte diforders and violence. The republican levellers intended, by the re
moval to Pari."to plnce the 'unhappy fovcreig!, . fo entirely in their own power, and, by' 
the aid of the Parifians-, to" purge the Membly·fo·totally of all who oppofed them, that· 
neither the king. the noblesl nor the clergy, could find it poffible afterwards to defend 
any of tbeir rights, not only by arms, but even by legal refinance. And they welI f.wi" 

that t he bare name of 'the king, wbiol;! ·tlid not prodllCe-tlie fmallen benefit to himfelf. 
might be turned to great account· by. affording fame f.nClion to their proceedings, an$ 
tbereby become a mon ufeful innrument in the confirmation of their-power. UPQlt 
thefe principies, .no defigns that· alfcCled t'he king', life 'GQllld originat-e in ·this party. 

The other faClion, of which the duke of Orleans 'was · the' rea~; but ·Mirabeau the of-' 
tenlible, head,.and the leaderl> of whioh were generally, called the Cabal . held very dif..: 
f.re llt view,s, tbough tbey pu~fued tbe fame means, and uf.d ' the fame infttuments, toe
mobs of' Paris, for their attainme~t. The · fiyn, .,. we have feen, willied to ·confine
the king, perhaps far life, within the w.aIls of the copital.; but the fccond hoped either' 
t.o procure his all"allination, in .the firn in~nce, or to terrify h;'n';ot~ · a Jlight, in whicli 
cafe they would bave proceeded to. depo{j~ion; and pollibl-y the circnmA:ances of the
flight might bave all'orded ao opportunity for greater and more .einve violence. Though . 
theCe alIbmed tbe charaCl!:r of Rlcpublicans; anel generalIj' a<'led along with' them, yet -[Q . 
far w~'" they from wi/hing the overthrow of the fovereignty, that they very reluClantit. 
admittec even the reduClions that were-made in its-authority; they wilhed it tQ contirrue 
pe;feCl and whole, but wanted to change the hands ill wbicIr it was placed \ fo that h~v
ing fet up. phantom of power. which, from its· we.knef.; they knew they could inanag<; 
as they pl •• fed, a very few of their principal I.ade, .. wouia be 'enabled aftetward~ to-go
vern with fupreme authority. This party was, from two pufes, particularly d.ngerous; 
-one was the extreme ptofiigacy, and total want of principle, joined with a cooliderablc· 
portion of" tale,;ts, of [orne of the leaders ; the nt~er was the profound fecreey with 
wpich it' oblHnate views were kept concealed, fo that the real objeG\ of it. purfuitt and 
conduCl was never apparent. ' 

• Tho 
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The repubUcan party were triumphant upon this occafion.; anu' the viewl of tho 
eabal, if not entirely feen th rough, were, at lea!!:, fo far underllood, as to 'excite much, 
1I1illruft"and draw no {malLdegreo,of odium upon their leaders, 

• 
On the morning aftel"the king's-arrival-at Paris, all the dinrich met a1>3n early hour; 

and orders were given to furround all the avenues of the' Tuillerie., wh ich h~d been. 
only defended, during the night, by a common guard. A thoufand troo~s were imme
diately oroereu Oil that, duty, and all the g~tes of the palace were fecured hy a t ro in of 
artillery, to prevent the pollibility of furprize or efe-1pe. Ill"the eV~/l i ng. t he ,Ii riCls 0' 
Paris, by all a/I'umption of power perfeClly confirtent with thcir pall proceedi"gs. pam d a' 
refolution, that the regiment of the G"rdes.du-Corps Ihould be bro ken and ne ver 
more revived; and that, in future. his majelly lhouW be. guarded by citizens, innead. 
.f foldiers. 

• 
The National AR'embly had 'now anorlier glorious o!'portunity, when the'king. after 

being forced from his habitation by a f.Clious mob, was confined to the precinCls of that 
palace which he had becn compelled to .ccept for his relidence, to recoy r thcir Ion uig
nity and import"dnce. lly a proper exertion of vigour"and the difp!ay of a becoming fpirit' 
of independence, The lhackles impofed by " democratic f.Clion are 'prohabl y more dnn
I;;erous, and certainly more difgraceful, than thon: of • defpotic foYereign, Hence it be
came the AR'embly to relill, with determined refdlction, the uncon!!:itutional efforts of 
the P'arillans; anel 'bol81y to demand the immecliate releafe of their monarch. By tho 
adoption of Cuch a line of conduCl, they might fiill have rendered themfelves refpeClable 
in die eyes of all ' Europe, and have proved themf.lv., worth'y to be tlie ehampionr of 
{reedom; but though theit courage was fefficient to withftand the oppofi tion of an im" 
potent king, it vanilhed before tbe threats of all armed multitude. Tr,e intidioDs de
jjgnsof fome, and 'the terror experienceo by otbers, influenced the determination to cun
firm their formcr decree, which decTored them inre(larable from tbe king, and to repair to 
1'3ris. Accordingly, after traofaaing fome buunefs of little moment; and preparing au' 
addrefs to their connitucnfs, in which they faid-" 'J'hjs day" (the {i'Xth of U Claber) .. ii 
" Q da, if triumph, and the motla", h is .ur ,.nqud/''','' thus reprefentiMg the Brigands o',n . 
'Viaorious army, under th" orders of the AR'cmbly, they , went thither. and aR'embleu in . 
the great hall of ' the arcl1bilhop', palace, which had 'b'een prepared, for their reception, 

The urn Ilep tlley took, after their urival ill the metropoHs, wa~ to fend 3 odt putat ion' 
to the king, headClI by tire prelident, woo addreR'ed his rnajeny in. a cUl'ious fpeech, i ll', 

which he told him, that the National 'Alfembly, having voted themfeh es in(ep.uabl& 
from bis aug,un perfon, were now led by, thei'r affeClion to' approach 'him, .nd offer hi,1l' 

• 

If JilUmai Polil ique, ''', 10m. iii. p. ? 
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the hom.ge of their immut.hle love and refpcel; ho obrerved, that the ,love of tho 
Frellch pcopre to their monarch had been unbowlded (it mult b" eon 'elT .. d they had re
cently exhibited a lingular proof of their alf. Ction 1) ever IiLlce thM day when the public 
voice hailed him th. R cJlorcr of L ib.,-!), to which it only remained for him to add the 
cndenring' t iti( of ,th. beJIfrimd to tIN notioll; "a title to which his cl.im was indilputdble, 
.s the whole D,tion had fcen h is majeUy firm and tranqllil ill th e m,dlt of danger. run
Ding every r ilk for the good of the Itate, ' and fupporting and encourag ,ng a beloved peo
ple by his prefcnce and prolcCtion. The Cpeech contained many limil.r ·declaration. 
equally deltit ule of fenfe and meaning. 

Though the RevolatioD wos now completed, and no vifiblc obltac1e remained which 
could checle the republicalls ill their fUlure caree r, yet the iclea of fhutting Ihemfelves 
lip within the walls of the turbulent cit y of P . ris, where a hundred thoufand pair oE 
jealous and fv,Cpicious eyes were to be an eternal wa~ch upon their conduct and .aions; 
where they were to be fuhjceled to the c3pficc of a frantic and bloody populoce, who 
had confrituted themfelves both j udges and executioners of the law in all cafes of life ando 

. death ; and where the mofr zealous p,uiot was li.ble to become an in/lantanoous viClim 
to the falfell report, or the molt unfounded fufpicion; tbefe confide .. tious, aCting con

'jointly, -could- not but 'infpire a great part of the AlTel1lbly with the moft ferious and 
alarmj,lg :Ipprehenfions, and thereby tend coufider.bly to diminifh that fat isfaClioo and, 
ex ultation 'of pride ann fucecfs. which >their fign.1 triumph over the crown, and extreme 
IlDd abjeCt /l<lte of degradatiou to which it was reduced, might otherwife have afI'Grded. 

In order, by every means in their power, to guard againlt this danger, which, howe vet 
·unavowed. WJS « IU . lly obvious to all, the Alfemhly immeJialely paGed t he tlrongelt re
folut ions thJt COll i,! oe framed, refpecting the f.crednef, and inviolabili ty of thei r perfons. 
But thel" ilr., ng in no degree lufficient to remove the general imprdlion of danger which 
had raken place. fo great a number of members were continually applying for le.ve of 

. ablenc., t h_t it fCt llled, at length, as if the AlTetubl y . would be entirely deferted ; and it 
w as fo"" d n ecdr.,.y,3S a remedy for the ev il, to,paf, an order or loc!ol ution, that tlO far

·ther'lll'l'licatioIlS fo r le.ve Ihould be received. • 

T "cfe apprehenflons had· Il.ot. however, time to wear olf, . bef.ore an event oecQrred 
·wh ich fuffi co<nt\ y fh ewed that Ihey were by no means ill- founded. For the Alfembly 
'had 1101 Dtenlong in Pdris, when tJ,efe Joyal and peaceable citizens, being perhaps appre
bcofi ,. t hat tlfeir rights and .uthority might, without frequent eXeHion, become dor-' -

manto aod I pfe into what the lawyers coil a Ihte of defuetude, determined to give their 
De,,' vifitant 0 the AlTemblv "nearly fpecimen .of what thafe rights anel that authority 
oWere. f.o as to prevent all (uture millakes ah.out their oature and extent, and at the f.me 

11me to a!ford a firiking in!bU1ce of their own due qualification, from the eafe and faci-
; lity 
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lity with which they adillininered fummary jullice. T here could be no wlnt of an ob-
jea on wbich to difplay their jullice and dexterity. while there remained a baker niH in 
exillence, The lot accordingly fell upon an unfortuD>!e member of that fraternity. 
named FU1l90is. wli'o relided in the vicinity of the lIwatiollal AITembly. Accufed of 
monopoly by 3 woman who is faid to h, ve becn infuenced fol ely by perfonal enmity ........... 
tbe mob forced all entrance into his houfe. and though the charge 'us not only proved 
to be notorioufly falfe. but it was demonllr,ted th,t the m,n had even made uncommon 
exertions to fupply the public with bread. he was dragged fo the town-houfe. and. after a 
ilIort examination. in which bis innocence was completely ellahlilhed, Was raken frolll the 
magilhntes by the populace. and hanged orr the Place de Greve. in pre fence of the na
tion,1 guard. who remained paffive fpeaators of the whole tranf"aioll. or, at I .111:. made 
only th.t kind of "PI ofition which was calculated rather to encourage than inti midate 
the .IT.ffins.-The condua of thefe citi::en-joldien is thus curioufly accounted for by the 
.. Two Friends to Libert2'''-u The nationn! guards, .git.ted hy the f.,me minrufl by 
" which the major part of the citizens were at th.t time tormented, and ,arful if dip-
c. pi"g ~h,ir hallds ill the blood of th,ir brtthrtn , ill whofe dinrcf. they particIpated; and 
.. of incurring lh. guilt if homicide in order to fave one who w.s perhaps guilty. oppofed 
.. but a feeble refillance" I! !''-It is eafy to perceive that a refilbnce thus c aufur
ized murt have .mounted to • pofitive encouragement . The head of the unhappy vic-

• 
tim was fep.rated from his body. and being 1'1 ced on a pike. was exhibited fo his wif •• 
then in a nate of pregnancy. who, at the horrid light, fe ll fenf.lcfs to the ground - The 
killg and queen. aoxious to foothe this unfornlnate womao, frnt her tWo thouf.nd 

crowns, to enable her to continue the bufinefs. 2nd undertook to become [ponlors .1t the 

bal'tifm of her child. 

'While. tl,e AlI'embly were at 11 ai/hnce. matters of thi s fort W'T. p.ITcd over without 
concern or notice; but this tumult I3king place under th'ir eye., and tile danger feem,ng 
:llready at their own doors. the .larm and 3pprehenlion excited by it Were beyond de

·fcription. This parox y''" of terror. however. (lrodu~ed an excellent drea; it roufed 
tl,e Alrembly into a degree of exertion. the want of which h.d been long .ntl 13111enl'
ably felt; nd ita '\'Cry ncds proved the means of infpiring thcm with cour.ge. They 

flikewife could not 'but feel how much thei r authority and dignity were fet at nC\ught 
nod degraded ;.:1nd that poolic opinion. upon which every thing depended. would he 
ilI.ken, if fo violent .n outrage. committed almon in their prefenee •• nd os if it had been 
to ilIew who were in future to be their maners. had been fullered to pafs with impu
nity. Under thefe and fimil.r imprrffions. the AITemhly immediately paired a very of
fcaive and feyCfc law. founded much upon the printiplc of the Engllfll riot·act, by 
which the /Dunicipal magi/hates were obliged to proclaim martial· law whenever the molt 

"'lUnoirc 4111, Rovolution do 1789,et de l'Etolbli!Tcmtnt d'UDO ConlUt\&tion en Fuocc, tom. iv. ". 66. 
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!!'occeutd to-'outr:lge l- nn" were. belides. fu rn:lhed with :t red fi':lg. which, \lpon fuC'h oc
c,f1ons, was to be dirplayed from the town· haufe, ~s a formid~le emblem of tbe confe
quences which would cnfue. This regulation, notwithltanu,ng its evident nc!'C'effity, 
was molt violently oppored hy Robefj)ierr., Buzot. and (on'l. other violent men, who in -

- filled that the penalties of th e law ,';ere r.therdlreCtcd 2gainft hlJll!trthao l umu/I. They 
, f~it!, that the people. when in w.nt of b,'ead , could not be blamed forth ei rviolenee ; 3n<l' 

that it was impoaible t ranqui llity Ihouid ever be renored until the people fuoulU fee th .. 
NJtional AIr.mbIy ferioully occu!,i" in attempts to nourilh and ,!vcnge them : theY' 
urged the neccaity or elbbl i/bing tr iUun als and appoi nting judges for the tri:lI of fo el, 
3S had been g uilty of lize-IIat;oll; and for immediately pr.ce~ding with vigour againll 
cri min als of th at d~re ri ption , that the lives of the citizens might be proteCted againfi the 
rcfentment of a mult;fIIdt d,.ivtll 10 extremit;" by tbe impunity whicb Iht audacily -'f their 
(II,m;" ",,;ted" . Some of the difiriCts of Paris, .auated by the fame rpirit, alfo pro. 

\ cdled againfi the decree, and even propored to oblige all the citizens to th row off Ihe lIa

tiollal drtfi. Il.nil it were repealed, and to- lhoot nil fuch as oppored the re~eal "_ Indeed,. 
it is not to be wondered at, th.t the people of Paris, WllO had fo frequently heard them
relves procl>il1\ed the faviours of the fiate. /bould be enrogea at 3 law which _c~nverted ' 
them into -rebels, and which tended, hereafter, to render crimina l and itnproCticab1e thore 
very means which. the Alfembly thc:onfelves had rendered invincible and [.ered I-For
tunately for the city, however, the decree was enforced with falutary vigour, and the 
rabble_ "ad the mortification of beholding two of the moll notorious of t heir bn:flmn .. 
who were concerned in the late tumult · and mu rder, publickly hanged: Thefe decUiv,; 
me.fures .produ ced an immediate happye/feel:; .nd .orAer and q~liet were_ fo~ fume t inw 
eltabli filed . 

• 
About the C.me time a ki nd of inqui morial tri!>unal; entitled; a II Committee of Re-

CNrcll," was inClitnted at Paris, for th e purpofo of receiving informations and depplition8; 
c01;cernillg any plots or confpir~cie9 that might be difcovered; of .rrening, in cafe of ' 
lIeeellity, the l'arties· acCllCed ; of examining. them. and of colleCting and digelling tlie 
prOofs .to be adducctl ag.infi them on their trial • . Coniiderable rewards. were holden out 
a6 . nimulus to the zeal of informers; in fome infi:lnces. no I t l' than fifty theufan'd ' 
livres were olfered. A'nd tbe king, at the folicitat1on of the muo.icipalily, was induced . 
to I'romife a free pardon to any perron concerned in a plot that /bouM di{cover hi. ac
coml'lices.-,!,hus was all the odiouH igour of tho old police-revived, withoQt aOY, of its 1 

{alutal'yeffeCts. 
• 

Thefe regulations were fbllowed by an 'eYent wliich C01lld 'not fail to a.A:onilb all !liofe 
who wefe not admitted deeply into the {eereti of alnirs. This was. the extraordinarY 
meafure of fending the d\lkc of Odems out of the kingdam. To render this traofae-

·7 lIiftoire do I. Rcvolwion d. 17t" &c • .tom. iv. p. -70.. ~ ldamj ibid. p, ,I.' 

- tioil, 
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tion more intelligible, iti! necelfau to obCerve, that nothing could exceed the indigna
tion of La Fayette ~t the diCobedience which he experiehced from his t roops 011 the /ifth 
of Oaober, though Cuch a circumfulOce was by no means calculated to exci te the fur_ 
prize of me!, who reieCled on the mlure of the nation.l guard, its formotion, and di'fci-

• pHne. All the lIIU.tuoJ ties which /hould unite ~ general ond his army, and which he.. . . ~ 

kll l>w to be abfolutely n~elfary to tbe prefervotiou of th. t force which confiitUIcS t he 
utility of 'I!' armv, feemed at once dilfolved ; f .nd, belides t e diC.ppoilltment, and 
wound to his pride, the perronal fccurity of a commander foemed h, • \'cry precarious 
fbte, whoCe troops difd.lncel to obey, ond who made no fcruple of flying ill the r.ce of 
his autltority-and command. He well knew thM their difobcdiCJlce .nd mutiny did not 
origin.te w i~h themfelves, but were produced by the machinations of the C.,b.l; and he 
.direaed all his indignatIOn and refentment to their proper objca, the father of that (.,e
t loll. For wh atever La Fayette's private political views might have been, th ere certnin 
ly was nothing farther removed from them. or whjch be aLhorred more, even in ideo, 
than that the duke of O rleans, through any convulfion, or change of cir~umlhnce., or 
\lnder any denomination , of Regent or olherwife, /hould ever be placed at the head 0 
puhlic afrairs. He raw th at the fe aCon was highly favourable to the gratification of I, is 
enmity ;- tb.t the views of the Cabal were thoroughly feco through, and tRO! they had 
confequelltly loll: all in8.uence. weight, and cOR/irlence in the A!fell)bly; tbat M,raheou . , 
had not 'been more unfortunate in his views to aggrandize his principal than himfelf: 
:Inri that his delign of forcing himfelf into the royal adminill:ration had excited difgu 
and abhorrellce. • 

1t is fuppofed, that the leading party in the Alfemhly had already derived all the bene
fits from the duke which they wi/bed, or .t · any lime intendc:P: hi. pecu";ory aid blld 
fro,n the beginlling been indi(penf.bly n.c.(fary to the accompliO'tUent of their fchemes ; 
with~ut it their efForts would have been fruitlef, and unavailing; but now thing. wtre 
tot~1ly changcd: if h i. trcafures had not even been pretty well exhauil"d, th y were 
110t, however, in Ihat Il:a te of neceffity which Once rendered them indil'penCable; he bad 
o een a. long the inilrument to their purpor.s as was necelfary; to continue it longer , 
would be fully. 'Belides, that his fervices were no longer wanting, his prefence wus be-
'coming lroublefome; and might, under certain circumlbnces, through his inBuence 
with the rabble, pollibly prove dangerous. 

Whether the opinion th ~t theCe motives operated Upoll the Alfemllly be well· founded 
ci- nor, it fcems evident, that La Fayette mun h.ve had a ce,'lllinty of being well fup. 
ported l"'hen be ventured upon Co bold, anel, feemingly, fo dangerous a me.fure. He 
fettled the buunefs, like a foldier, with litt.h, ceremony, but peremptory elll:Cl. In a 
1hort and fudden conference with the duke, he informed him, in a rew words, thac h i~ 
,refcQcc in France was, at this junClure. incompatible ""ith the J:oocl of the nation; 

• ) 8 L II lhat· 
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that England. wh~re he was well acquainted; was d~emed the moli proper country for 
him to reti re to; that a palfport from th e .king was ready for hi m ; and that. to conc~al 
tlie real motive of hi. abrence, he fhould be apparently fent to execute a private com- , 
million from his majefiy ill that cOQntry. The mandate \Vas fo pctelJlptory, delivered 

,..--;~ith fuch firmnefs, and accompanied with an' air of fuch decif,ve authority, that the dulc.e • 
• furl'r ized and fubdued, fh runk under its elFea, and, every thing being prepared, was dUr. 

II.tched to England. 

Mirabeau' s rage was ,unbou.nded at this cowardly fubmillion , 3S f,e t~rmecrit, of tlia 
Juke. It lVas given in evidence before the Chatelet, tbat h~ concluded a torrent of ~he 
gro£I'efbbufe by exclaiming, "Ho doet- not deferve tbe, trouWe that has been. takelt fQ.X: 
.. his fake.'" 

As foon ·as the new Jaw for reliraining the jnd'cial v,olences of the mob had' pro lucc.d; 
!'bme dcgree of order and fecurity in Paris, the National Alfembly applied itfelf clorely, 
and without interruption for feveral month's, to the adjullment of puhlic bufin~Cs, o( 
which they had Ilill fuch- abundant quantity on their handi, th~t, vi~wed 3S a whole, it 
~emed to prefent ruch on ine1tric"bl. wildemefs of jarring clements, fortuitoully jum
bled together, a no time or care could be fufficient to reduce to order: f. " what tbey had. 
hi therto dOll e was father to be conliaered as .n outline, containing hauy !ketches o£ 
what was farther intended, than as any completion of the f~p"rate parts of. th. · nefign. 
But, indepeodont of the old, which they had already ill any degr~e gone throltgh~ the 
I,.d all infinite 'l.uantity of Dew matter to CDnfider, arrange, and decide upon. 

A'inong Ie mol!" relllarkabTe of tile meafut/'s immediate! y adopted, was the political 
1nnihilation, at one blow, of the two firll: orders. in point of dignity, and the two moll: 
ancient and only original orders of the fiate; while> things. were DOW arrived at fuch'l 
pars, that this degrod.tion of· the nobles and clergy, and this total change of the conlli. 
tution, was effeCled without a lingle firuggle, by a limple decree, which only onnClunc.ed, 
loIitiem verbis, .. That there was no longer any dill:ioClion of orders in France." The 
A{['embly then entered upon the bur,nef, of eleCl:ion., which I''''luired an entirely neff 
;ode of Inw~ or regulations, to render it conformablt to th~ I'r~f~nt fyll:em. No ref~r
ence to the ancient form of eleC\ing repref~ntative. for the. different orilerl could of 
courfe he admitted or thought of. The regulations went, in the firll: inllanee, to the 
eleaion of deputies in the primary affemblies, who were agaiD (aa we have already feen) . 
to proceed tp the e1eCl:ion of thofe deputies who. we~ to repr~1i:Dt the. nation it) tile 
Alfembly. 

• T.hough the right of eleCl:iOIl in the primary alfemblie.·was extended to the oitizcns'lt 
rg~, that is, to every FrcJl~)lIll;W, by birth or naturallzatiOll, (except fc"antl) who had 

compleated." 
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complcate:d his twcnty .. 6flh year t :lnd bad re:Gdt .. d one year within the: ,l jllria wnrre hi" 
V~I" W3.S to be-given, yet a fmall qu:lli6c~tion, with rcfpeCl to property, W:lS req,uUe\IIO. 
entitle them 10 vote_ viz. the p.tyment of 1.1)I:e8, ilt My I):trt of lhe k,ingdom. t-qual in , 
amou.nt to the produce of three day. labour i :utd tbis qualifi~ation,.ficndcrthough it wa,. 
afforded no fmall fatifaC\ion tQ the friends of properLy and 3. government by l:tw, 1'11\0 r,," 
cietl th;lt both wou ld {reSm thence de"iv e fome degree Qf (ecuri~y. It w,u (2rthtr de
creed, th at the men, thus entit led 10 vote in the prim;!ry ;I (rcmblies, Ihould " ave their 
names rt'gil1:ered in books kept for the purpore • .lIld .1hould be char:l.Clerit.cd unuer the dif
tinClive appellation of allivl. ~ili%(tIs~ 

The quali6c2tion of thure who Wtt:c chofen e1eClor. WIIS hxed ;It 111e ~ymtl\t of a, 
contribution equa l in amount to the produce of 11'11 days labou r. and it w:a I't quircd. 
that every candidate for the office"of reprcfcntativc fhou ld be aOt-I'Ted at a mark of Cihcr, 
and be polreIred.o,£ fome pr.opc:rty, either ,eal or perfonal I" The p:lying an,y, even the 
unallefi, attention to propcrtY'lw!', deemed,oD one fide,:l confidernble point g:UlV;i.I; 00 
!be other hand, the moll: violent of the republic3.1l and levell ing. pout)' wert much our of 
barnou r atld greatly dilfatisfied :H this Ilecree. fClr th ey wanted to throw th e elellioD'1 
into the hand, of the whole people. without diftin8ion, and no other difllualiCacat iot'll to 
operate upon votes, than thofc ' ariflng from infancy, ideotifm. or abfolute infamy of 
cJlaraEte.r JP. 

Notwithnand ing all that had becn f:iid or the , alacrity with wtlicb the I)rovinee, fur.; 
rendored.lbeir pec uliar righuand privileges. it now appeared thu thefe' accounts re1ulrcJ 
to be rtceived with all the clItut ioli 1It1if1 doubt which were fo generally necdI'ary with rc~ 
(pea to every tbing ,that was &!ven out or J!ublilhed at thi, l1eriod. T ne ca~c undoubtN 

.. HUloiro do Q ltovuhllwlI do r119. tom. if, p. "r, Ill, IT}. 
JO TtIe hlt\orian. we lAd qUOlOd, C<\Ildcuw all attenlion 10 properly '" t/ll, lnlbnoc, I, .. IMIf;oQ' " (it I/k.IJ' 

... tIM "1!'1IIi1,1 "tllh""II" and Ai .j '~"r''' ,nifM -'JI ,·1It /",'IMI'JIt. "rw~",." (10m, iv. fir I, .. ) jt iho! 

., obv\ou& JIo"d {Imple Imuciple of J'OltllbllOn" foeJlt. Jikewiro 10 me.! tho .pprob:ltlon uf Ihe lu\lWff \If the'lu"" 
Wh Bll'\bry ttf tho Re'O'OIudOll i~nt tin any thin, bel more obl'iou. or Gmple thfIll thi. Ir,uth-t~ "'liMe Ike ~ 
,itlatl ... e bod,. a {ormcl! on the principle of poPII"tion, wlt!m<.:tt ~ atlelltiOtl. to ptopl">', tb, roor wID ,eMl'llJy 
'llIifiat8 fot the rk.Ii,I,w alll\roporty becomo inftql ro !_B~I Iboolb wo win.. alw.y. 10 eo. 1'l'OJlerty t*ffi'lllM.; 
'1\'0 lrO by no TWlOlM IIcllrou. tor reelol!! it eudue4 will\ OlDy OilIer flrltileSell!u.n fuch at sn ~\Utite ror 1~ own r.. 
CU(i17J and fOf Ihe ,entnl_Ir.1'\. " f llot floU,.-Thorc who would llefpoll propc=rty of ifill" prlvile;n, ~14 I.'0I'l11· 
der dw, toy fo dois", tby weNld dcftroy fome ef the moA power(llI inliucamenu fO'that (pltttof ln4t1.l\J'J anJ ('mll. 
b.t\(!o fo effentiaUy conduci" \0 the pror,..ity of a !bte, and 10 thohlpPIrJef.! oNII.,Ii.WutJ •• 

AJ manr (If (he nl6lJ\ben ha.l experienced the IIt(MWMI_ or beill, reilnin.II,)" tbeit ~ICI'ariO"" by th.I/lOt\l~ 

~Q.I of thc:ir eon1\bUolIIU, Ihey now took Clre \0 proYide a racUcai Temedy fat. t),3t JifriI. TbI Allttm"ly dtclared, 
that cac;f;I mtlliber W:\t not to be coo{wercd 1U tho reprci'elltltife of Irii ;onffiw.NJ, but .. 0 .. ",pl'e:ft,UQtiN o(lb, 
lWioe , "and all de&rs were abwhltely fotbhlden 1ft ddllH' an,. InArutlionr (CahluJ) at impend" mJlwll1W to 
tlatar _ben:I-tr~" MI" ~ifII. com. i •. p, 9'_ Th. number of rtprcfenlllh'" whkh wm, m 'IItU"". 
to coat;tute die Naticln;,l AIt'e:lIlb1r, "'~, fiJl.04 It rttvm bu.ndfw IICId bty4i", 

eell)", 
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~.lty was, thnt ns ti,e dCI1Uties of the privileged provinces were generaUy among the moll! 

.forward in framing or adopting all the political novelties of the prefent time, fo they 
made but little fcruple in facrificing the rightS' ot' privileges of I h {'r confiituents to their 
own peculiar dochines or defigns; and that this conduCt, not bing at all approved hy 

Afe.t numbers of people in the counte-y, their dilf.tisfacbon occ.fioned thofe difficulties 
which the Alfembly now experienced; and which were, indeed, Co coofiderable, tb.t it 
feerned as if thaI booy Iiad been only commencing the bulineCs. Th.t it was deemed re.lIy 

,jerious 3ppr.rs from the denlOcratical writers, who inform U&, tbat the dilfatisfaCtion , -
:upon this fubjeCt in the provinces, afforded the only Ihong ground of hope which the 
",rillocr.tes now polfelfed~ .. For, finding themCelves unable to dellroy the kingdom, 
" tbey had, however, the conCola.tion Itft, that by this means they might be able to 
.. dillraCt it." • 

The Uivifion of power was too unequal to sdmit of any great conte/!-; nor Wa! anr 
particular .Ct.either done, or ,imputed to, the arilloer.tes. The Alfembly, to render 
every thing IlOvel. and to dellroy .11 velliges of whatever palfed before th ir own reign, 
fucceeded in expunging the term" Provfnee" f,oni the French vocabul>ry. They di
.. ided the ",ingdom into eighty. three .geometrical portions, of abeut three hundrod allcl 
iwenty four fquare I~ague, each, which were diIHngui/hed by tbe appeUation of De-

• partmenrs; .nd thefe were fubdivided into other portions, under the name 9f DillriCt. 
and Cantons, Thus, by cutting off a few heads under the name of provinces, a n~w 
multiplied gener~tion (prang op, l ike·thofe of tbe Hydra, which bec~me in due tilr.e 
fufficientiy troubleCome in their m.nagement; and thus the geography of France being 
totally changed, and rendeted as obfolete . in an inlbnt as that of Gaul under Julius 
C.elar, new maps became nccelt'uy, to trace out or dillinguilh places with which we 
were the moft intimately acquainted. ; 

, 
This me.fure has been jullly tcrmed-u The wild exctCs of reform, whert Dotbin: 

-c. that is old can b'-goOlI, but where alteration is fynonimous to improvement, and where 
.•• novelty means excellence ,.;" It mull, 'however, be acknowledged, that whatever 

, 

,1 Rab"ud dc"S3int Etienne, WhO"WiU theft J member of ..the fI Committee or ConIlitution." rub1ifbod a book. 
.. t lbb reno<!, entitled ., N.uveUcs: Jlefiexions fur In nouvelle Diyi(ion du Ror"ume)'~ in which he (;Iys f' All tbe 
.. cxlfiin, cftablHhmenu in 'France are !o many (ources of miCcry to the people t We muCl renonte th;lt people if 
" we wUh to promote il$ hal'pinefs: we mW\. chao,e itt idou-we muft chaDce itt laws-w~ muft ellJJ.lse its mal)" 

, '" nCI'S--we muJ\: cbaole mc.n-wc mnA: chaole thi~. maft c:.hafige WO,1'd's-wc muft J'I'fOJ rot? IhI"fJ yes, 
ft., tk11'O,} tvtry 11M.) nl\U cnoery dunl iJ to be cr.eateV anew." . 

T,o thi, rhapfody, we fball opper. aa. lutbority wbic. tbe R.evobniooifts bave i,.a.l'}lriably aff'ellcd to rtJjHo-th:J. 
or J. J. Rol\ffeat.t • . wl10 (ay~r A poop"" who ha"e any morals, and, 'tonfofllmt!,y, rerpeCt tb. law., CADDot be tOO 
.. much upon tbtir ,liard apinft &he (p.doDS and doputica1 mqj11)J of 'yu,O$o,aus, UJAi,cb, iI..., uMlN. t. if 

~'tkfpJ/' lilt ~AW' AN. CUlTON) OF TAli" CO'OlCTI.Y, I". ,. .,tfItt'J _ ;lInJltMII .. ,.",1M ..,~" We haYC 

livod long enoll,h to {ce Raballcl'. priDciple of .fliiwrfo/ ikj/rllRkll cn£orctd; aDd llwICau', aRCnion, wida RJar4tO 
-abo confcq •• ncCl of rucb ,biI0f0,Ur," IIWlims, com'pleIoIy nriJied I 

.. fault . , 




