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Enults or inconveniences other parts of this fyficm were chargeahle WIth , Ih& redu 'on 
of the exclufive privileges of peculiar provinces, ~nd the laying them on one common 
level of law .nJ government with the reft of the kingdom. was certainly a me.fure of no , 

fmall pUDlic utility. Upon this divifion, above two t.houfand doputies of the provin el 
cities, and borougl,s which were .lfeCley. hurried ~lraightway to Puis trom every quor
ter of the kingdom, in order to maintain and elhlJIinl their refpcCtive right.; :,nr! fo 
many difficult ies Itill remained to be (urmounted. thot it calt three months of the mo 
laboriou~ and painful application, before the final .rraogcmsnt and <iivilion were com 
plea cd. "Then" -fays Rabaud-" the kingdom was confolidated, .and the aPl'rchen
,. fion of a confederacy ,'V.as done away"." 

The Alrembly,.durillg this.time, went through another t ,whid, they canfidcred of. 
gre:lt import: th is \VOl the organization of the muoicipalities, or interior governments. 
throughout the kingdnm. Though tbefe, in theil:compofi tion and eonfiruCtion, bore a 
clore refembbnco to the parifil.vcllries in England, yet', from tho extraol\linar), po vcrs 
with which they were endued; or •• t lealt, which they .lrumed, anJ which produced the 
fame e!feCl: as if d.ey legally polrelred them, together with -the infinity of their number, 
the Ignor:lOce and unfitnefs of chanCter in other r.fpeCls, which too generally prev:al-
d among their members, they became the immcQiate illltruments of a molt deplor.hle 

tyranny, which, being every where fprcad, nothing could efcape or evade, nlld wh ich the 
aggrieved could find no powcr any where to refi~. "It feemed as if the new govern
" ment, being founded upon untried principles in fame inn.occs, and in others run up. 
.. haltily without any, as oc alion and circumltances concurred in f.vouring the crco
" tion; fo, among the numerous buttrelre. nee.lrary to fupply fuoh glaring and d.,,
" gerous deficiencies, this wa» not the le.1t caorpjcuou., that one half of the people 
" thould be offici.lly coollituted fpies upon, and confequentl y .n:Utcrs of, the other 
.. haiL" 

The Alrcmbly abolithed LeltrtJ tie Cothet, a meafure which, jf not entirely needlef.,. 
w.' certainly all aCl of patriotifm on their lide, as there was no power in the nation, ex.
cept thei. own, by which they could be ilrued. Tbey likewife publilhed • n umber of 
uI:ulations with refpeel to the taICes, moO: of which, at they were never paid, fe.med no 
longer tD elilt. Aa if it ; ad. been to fanCtion and confirm that obCervatlon fo 0 ten re
peated. that their genius and difpoJitiollled more to defiroy than to build up or re
plir, notwithlbnding the failure of :llmolt all the other taxe., exc:eptiug the pOrtialJ 
new one upon ellates, the~ torally fupprelred the odious talC upon Calt; a meafure which 
the kipg. (I. we have (ormerly thFwn) in the days of bope. i~ not of happineli, fo .r~ 
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dcntlYi wilhed tn a~comp1ilh; but which lhe continued opporition to his meafure, by- the 
J'I,diament of 1'.lri •• and the confequen! ililpoffib:rtyof hi, finding a fUbllitute to carry 
on the bulinef, of government. rendered him II1c,pable of carrying into efFeCt. They 

~e"'lfe aholilhed. at a fubfequent period. the heavy tax on fnuff. \Vhi' I WaS nearly con
lid.red ~s much a necelT.ry of life as l,1t itfelf; .nd which. in confeqllence of this regu
hrion. lVas thrown into the common m,fs of 3rticles of general commerce. Many other 
obnoxious taxes were ,Ifo fUPl'reifed. 

• 

But abolition and fuppreffion were not thc precife means that were Co1lculated to (up::' 
"ly the growing deficiency in the revenue "; .ml 'the .A{foru~ly [0011 found themf.lves 
obliged to enter ihe labyrinth of finance. where they were to .encounter. (ubjca of 
which therwer. 'moll depl ahly 'ignorant. ·One grand objea had occupieel the mind of 
t he A{lemhly over lince the efl.Jblilhmcnt offole aud unl imitO<l power in the hands of the 
Third EIl,te; • d had. probably. been much earlier a fubjea of frequent conicmplntion. 
'1 his gl'en (chllme wa. to find a fund of (0 van a m~gnitudt. that it ·lhould not only fuf
iice to <lifcharge the whole national debt. 'enonnous as it w~s. but leave 'uch a Curpltis 
behind. a. would he c.p~hle of providing for thofe new •• nd. '8 yet. unknown. contin
g.neies. whicb tbe new clI.Rge of off.in wa.liable to produce. One of the newly
promulgated dothines Wal. that all things were to give way to the good of tl e public:; 
or perhaps. more cOlr.611y. that.the lives and property of individuall were no matten of 

·conlider.tion. in allY quellion .where tbel interfered witb the benefit of the who. : in 1& 

.word. thot every thing belonged to the nation. indefin ite as that term was. while the in
dividuals who compo fed this great aggregate hac! no f.curity in any thing: and the 
good of the whole. if cthe praaice founded 00 it couhl be c~rried to ~he urmon ex.teDt 
of the !;,rilleipl • • might lead \0 the dilapidation and ~uin of all the .paru feparately. 

The fund whicb was denined to anfIYer thefe mighty purpofes. required no creat;y. 
genius. no depth of 6feal kno ledge. no txtent of combination or invention; for it W>l 

lready (ornled and moulded to the hands of the AIr.robly. who had nollliog more to do 
.ban to rrronounce a {imple deero. of Qj>j>r.pr;a,;on - Thi. (und was no otber than the 
gN'.t land dlatc. of the clergy: indeed. it was barely the foil. for they had alrenay 
gi U\ up the royalties and elciulive plivilcgcs which had. from the foundation of the 
lnOlurchy. ~en attached to, and confidered as a p:ut .f. their ellates. Though the im
menfe benefits to he derived fro.n this {cherne wtre, hy its proj<f/DYI any fupporters. deem
ed perfealy obvious to eve"Y body. yet it feemed a$ if fome dillicult.es IRre likely to 
ri fi: on the quellion of jujliCl. with refpc61 to,the intended application of the fund. 
omc of thefe feeRled mor peculiarly t o alfetl France thall any other country. ' " For, 

" being tbe only people upon earth who h~-ever at once been transformed into a n:'-

, 

II The A.f1'omblyaolmented \he ~'Y of Iho tn>OpS. from rour fob anoia IWf. oI>y 10 f'" folnnda1>a1C. 
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cc tion .of philo1gphers, it feomed incumbent upon them, at lean. for a t ime, to aoher. 
4 . clofely to the rules and principles of that fublime fci enee. Now as it happens th.t 
.. Cicero, who, without formally alruming the name, was deemed in h is day no incon fi . 
co dcrable p\lilofophcr, who was <:<ortainly extremely well vcrfed in tlieit' hi!l.ory and doc
cc trines, and who cOllld not poffihly b,lYe laboured untler nny of the prejudices illlpu 
.. by modern philofophers, to ChrijliQlli tJ, docs not, in his admi,'able treati(e of the 
.. moral and relative duties of men in a flate of foci ety (which may be conlldered as 
.. fuch a compeod:um of the c.fui!l.ry of the antient heathen world as could not othrr • 
.. wife at tbi. time have nilled) admit expedience or profit to a/lord any right wh at· 
.. evef for feizing the goods of others; and even carried this doonrine fo far, as not to 
" allow any thing to be profitable which was not honourablo, nor allY th ing honourable 
" which was not hon¢1l and jllll; thefe old.fnO,ioaed doCtrines, which it might 11' vo 
•• been fuppofed would have va"illted under the illumination of the prefent day, were, 
.. notwithnanding, trouble fame in,pediments in the way of the grand defign, II - The fu · 
periority of tbe new philofophy, however, and the geniul of its profclrors, fooll tri o 
umphed over all oblbcles; and the principle contained in the patrior;c eXl'rtffiol\
," E'IIerJ thing b./~/lgl t~ th, "atiM"-removed every dillicllity. 

This WlI' a bold (hoke in the extreme, becaufe the p~ople having jult thrown off 
very degree of fubordination, were ,rown fo frantic by their eafy fuccefs, that they 

could not think of any thing but far~her innovations, and neW revolutions, which they 
concluded might be purchafed at as cheap a r~te) lI./ld accomplifhed with ~s much eaf. , a. 
the former. &t along with thi', the number of cle.rg), in the kingdom was dlimated 
~t about one hundred a"d thirty thoufand ; and though thie numerous body Iltould .be 
;/hipped of all tbe weight derived from rank ami prupe ty, yet it WII natur.1 to fuppofe 
they 'would 11 ill renin fome confiderable influence over thofe people .,uong who,n they 
bad paired theii-lives in hahitl of the greatell in~imacy and friendfhip, b £ides being their 
te.cherl and direCtors i.lthofe Chrininn duties 'Which at that time h.d been conlidered of 
the lall importance to mankind. Now, though the profelred and real philofophers had 
long finee Ilt.ke'! off with difdain.1I tlielllanade. of religion,. ,.t it wal apprehended. 
and, indeed, however Jt might be lamented, well knu vn. that the bulk of the people 
h.d not yet been fu6ic:iently illuminated, to enahl. tht~ fa 'get r I of their anticnt pre· 
Ju.dice., or fupcrllitfoo., a> they were now called; for thou,gh, witl rtfpcCl: to other mat· 
ters, they were fulliciently irrellgiou!, yet as .hat W2S not a philofupb,e31 irrel igion, which 
is ever invirlcible, bot was d.llved ftom idlenefs, \untonnefl, and thofe palliu". which 
.re apt to predominate over mankind, Jo it was liable to'seccive a bias and take a direC\ioll 
."ery dijJ'erent [rIlm what might be Wlthed. ' , .-

It was farther tu be confidcred, that the court of ROllle, l,owever degudcd or fallen, 
lIad not yet loft all iu inall.nec; and tb.t evell the tl1unders of the Vatican, logg as 
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they h~d remained dormant, migh~ in certain cafes, and under certain c1rcumlbn'ccs, !lin 
produce fome untoward elrea, efpeci~lly on ihofe-weak minds which conrnlled to be en
cumbered with any rcli.:ious fcruples. Ner was it to be fuppofed th t tnt RCim~n 
Catholic powers in geneml would behold with indifference fo numerous, fo bcient, and fo • 

~nent a body, a. the members of th! Gallican cburch bad for a long fueceRion of ages 
been, at once !ltipped of Il,eir dignities and property, without 3ny legal forfeitore In
curred, or even the charge or pretence of • crime Iilid to covet the violence and outr~ge. 
it was a great misfortune to t-he caufe of philofophy, and indeed a ,gre~t detriment to it, 
that tlle Ptoten~nt nates Ilal adhered firmly to the doarinel alld principles of Chri/liani
ty ; it had hilppened like wife, from fome peculiar difpolition of mind which may not be 
eafily accounted for, as irformed no' exclu/ive or peculiar p:llt Qf thei~ fyftelJ1 of morality. 
that' Il}any individuals among theln had ever been much in the habit, even where they 
liad ~o direCk interell, of enquiring firialy into, and decidillg1lromptly and categorically 
upon, fo far as a publication of reafoll apd opinion could be called a decl/ion, 'all quef
tions of right ood" wrong among men, wit'hout ihei, being 'goberally much f",a'fed by 
the <lu,IIIY or power of .ny of the parties. This difpo/ition 'df lildivillu.ls feemed to, 
operate no lefs upon. the fiates of that pcrfuafioo, where they hail power fulliclent to' 

. carry the theory into prnaicc; ;tn~ they have accordingly been noted, ,in fever~ in. 
il,nee's, fdr-tepellinginjury :lnd in'jufti,c with ""fpeatb I6thers, • 'Well )Is to' tfbemfeIVcs,. 
It was a fatther Inls(ortune, wiib refpea to tlfe Protellant ~tes, tn.t being all, ~Yen the 
fm.Uefi of th~m, more tJr lcfs cblomCfcral, tHoy p~id • firia regard to t'he "kilts ind /'e.. 
eurity of propertY·in all c.fes whatever, !ind, It'w3s fob much to be t1pprehelllle~, 'Woulll< 
be nrickeo with horror, at-the efi.blllhment of . 'precedent 'which. went to lhake,lI . 
loofen llie foundation! of all the landed ,property. in Europe. IBcfidea,althougJtlthe ;Pro:. 
tenants differed ill many points of doarine as well as difcipline £tom the Romanin.-, yet' 
eontderiJig theln filll as men,_ .hd confeqliently-:n brethren pOlrtffing the f,"I~commo 
natule with, themfelvea, that fY.lnpath'y Ib natural'to mankind, and '(o.cominoh-to tbe 
gfeatoll p.rt of the (peclcs, could not fail-to operate with great force, at feeing'fo na
merous a body of men, rrum" of them eminent (or tbeir t"Jrts, learning, and virtues, Ire-
come, fo ftuldenly aDd unexpeaedly,. the viCtims of- injlll')' .nd,yio1cuce. , 

But all t\lofe difiicultics andll.ngen appeared trivial to men whofoeyes were fo fard. 
I\atcd by tha {pl.ndor of the obje& i'HieIV, thlt they could fee nochinibut the immeofe' 
~dvantages, which, ill theil' j\l4ment, mufi refult from. it: 'In the irll place, bowen 
nece/J'ary the phtenzy-of liberty which intoxicated the people was to die .ccompliihment 
of the Revolution"jt was fccn to be totally incompatible with thor. fober, {erioltl, and, 
l1eady maxim. of. policy, which muft of necdlity be adopted.-for the-gpvemment and fe
curity of fo great andexttn/ive a kingdom; large armies and lIeets mult be provided for. _ 
:lIld whoc";Cr the admioillcatora might be, the civil e"pencel \pufi' run very higb; to fay 
1I0thin& of die iDtercft of tbe nation;1l .d~bt, allll ' the: fupP9lt of loch a DlIIIIber of for-
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mITes a, was without example in any other country. How, then, were thefe prodigious 
txpcnces to be provided for, by a peoplc fo drunk with their new libert1, th~t the bue 
name of a tax -wal in ~ high degree odiC/us to them; anti who, fo rar from being pleafe~ 
or fatislied by the diminution of their burthen., which the abolition of the mort heavy 
and obnoxiou~of the old onel produced, feeOled, pn the contrary, to grow more Vi~lt 
in their abhorr.ence of thofe which remained / Force, which has been fo often .. fed with 
elrea in fuch cafe., would here bave been inevitat»y defiruClil'e; the diITolutjo~ of the 
new fyficm, and of every thing appertaining to iI, would-be. at OIICC, the confequen<e ; 
and lUlothtr re.vollttion,tbt lIctidcntal birtllcf a moment" without form, order, objea, or 
defigo, would take place. the linal cOllfequeoces of which 00 man living could forcfee. 
Whereas, by the attainment of tbe defired objea. they had <oot a doubl~t~ough they 
were mon eiregioufiy deceived-that all thefe evil. would be nverted; that the golden ' 
age would feem to be renewed; that taxel. foe a time. would not be heard of; that go
vernment would ftem to fupport ilfalf; and ,tbat nothing but peace and felicity would 
prevail during the reig,! of the ,preknt .r.ulers. Not was it, perhaps. forgotten. among fo 
great a lIumber of Illore import .. nt objects, that the attainment 'of thi\ meafurc ;yould 
free the A.lfembly from the neccllity of cnterin! deepl)' into that moll difficult talk of 
financiering. 

• 
The bufinefs lI'as brought forward to",.rds the end of 'C&ber; ana it is not one of 

-the leaft extraordinary circum/bnces atte/lding this cItraoedinary bufi/lefs, that the,p4r
{on who moved the decree was a prelate. M. Talleyrand Perigord. bilhop of Autun. 
The debates "ere fupported witb much ingenuity and animation. The meafilre W~$ 
jufiilied. in the lim inflance, on a principle or'ftate necellity. for, without this uxtraor
dinaryaid. many advocates for the decree mAintained. til at fuch wal the derauged lI.te of 
the 6n3llces. a national bankruptcy mull evidelltly enfu~. Tbis plea had great weight 
with many men of modente principles, who. on no other conGderatioll. could have been 
induced to Jay violent hand. on po1TeBions which they had ever bccn uught to regard as 
herod. But llilJ. Why lhould the property of e.,ltjioj)irJ be fingled out as a jun obje~ 
cffeizure. in preferellce to that of any other fet of menl...,.was a quellion that nMurally 
«curred. In anfwer to this, it was maintained, that the clergy had no right to the pof
feffion. which they held under law. ufage, the deciGons of courts, and the accumulated 
prefcriptioD of a tboufa'ld years; that the eccleliaflics were liaitio\ls perfons, creatures 

,-4>f the fiate, whom at plea(ure Ihey might dellroy. and of -cburfe Jimit and modify 'i,1 
every particular; that the good. )hey 1'0Jrdfcd were not properly theirs, but belonged 

- to the tiMe whicb created the liClion; and that. therefore. wbat tbey might fulfer in their 
natural feelings and Datural perfons, 00 account of what was done toward. tltem in their 

-<onftruClive charaCler. lhoDld npt be aD objeCl of confideration . .. 
, 

On the otber hand. it was inlilkd. that :WUlilting the nece/lity of ~n elCtuorJiul/Y 
fllpply. the partittl feizurc of private plOpcrty could by no mean. be jullificd; that. ~t 
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the meeting of the Afi"c,~bly, diCl-reffing :I., the R",te of the fin:mces ,night be. the} niH 
wert_ not- in that" finc:ular"'Pttllieament, but that bftn rlbblirhillg a fyAcm or economy 
on jo/i IInd'~llit ~ble principles, a fllir div ilion of btn1hen. between all o~Ie.1'I 'might have: 
reAoted them i.4 i_ t h:lt the property raid to be fittitioul wal rolid;m~ durablei-thac 
ty'I'I:I,' otiginaUy aequired by lawful meant i-that it had ~en lawfully prererved; 
and that its leGality, the validilY. of ita tenure, had never been quefHoned (or ue· 
'ward. of 11 thouCand yeus :-tbat the o&r of the clergy, of n yoluntuy c:ontributioll 
of:. four hllndl ed millions of liyres lS, was cv;den.dy andob\'ioufly -more adyp.ntageou. 
to the public cttditor than 811y thing- which could be rationally · p1"omifcd by thc 
co(lfifc;Jtion i-and 6n"lIy , lh:lt the injuAl« of the feizUI't 'nt more; glar;n" a~ (it war 
not 'OI'I1y ill'Jdequate to mfwcr the purpofe for which it was :l.Yo"e,1I1 .made, but, 
in confequence of the abolition of t,tlie" the- deht of the d~rgy. arKI . a variety of 
otber jncuml~ran(xi. the mearuro, far from affording reHef, would l~ro,e an additionu 
butt hell to tbe nate • 

• 
Ttlere argumenti, nowever, proyed of little afalt, .... :l.od. on tTlC f~cond of No~rohtr, ~ 

decree W:II paA"cu, by which the cccleli~(\je:tl cnate •• were 'Uti declared to be .. t t hc di( .. 
pofa lof thc nation; fu hjcCled, howeYer, to the following charge. :-to the pl"oviding. in 
a proper In:11l11er, for the expellee of cclcbrMing public wodhip, for thc 'maintenance of 
thc mininer., :lncI /q,. the reMef of thc'I)()Or. "~or the fecond of theft p1.lrpofer. it Wa •• 
decreed, that no p:lrifh minifi.er lhould nave. a lefs Cal;ry th;m . tw~lye hundred li vrc,' a 
year (:loout I1fty l)Gullds Ilcrllng ) txclufiyc of thc,houfe 2nd prden hitherto aQDued 
to the pSrfOll:lgC-. This dccret't which WH paWed on the feconci, was publitbcd on tbe 
third of November, :\IId r~ei ved the-f:JoClion of the CJptivc monarch on the. fourtb: a 
ci rcUlnnance wllieh clearly dClnonllrated the ("eitity with which bulinef. of the grc2teA: 
import~cc.w21 eouduaed and:conoludcd Wldc.r the prcfcnt order of thing! • 

.. if tJaore wm ~y tnalh in lh~ allUtiuns .. r-'N. t:~lur, whieh 11.. Atromblr never attempted · to innlldaw, • 
thll WK ccruiul,.",f,e aJ. , but ~ AI1iIrnbly, after tbe/S<me.tinl, ~ or rotnO'fiUI p«\lnbry tl(nbarralfmab,. . 
kofmcd 1":<IiMl' to .., ~reaJ'. t)lCm, lu oN.r to faVOllr I.boir auacb GU tbe croWII, &ad to 1\Il1;rn{,l.bci,r OWO (0IICe-
IIUUtCIC and 'UlMrit~ with '!!o 1*'1'1.. '-

u Thlt "'7' lik",1 off.r of uV~of IlxteJn milbona Atrn",,...., _No bJ' t~. dc1-sT, ort tho ropmtnta
l~UI of 4iJfn.nt -.nbc,. U1111io1ll1l ulraanli!l.ll')' NUN W .... rtqllifltc to (H*- \.heAatl Crom.lbe aiamit,. of a na.- _ 
tiollal batlltrupte," , 
~ . 

I I Th, P''I'Iil" #tr wok. ,!'Pt IMtit 10 lhem'rclwCl for Ih. pr.,iao. lwre ma.M '" W paf1llCfUat tI,!'IT I kt 
~ r~i~, th~1 1M mea(ul'l qlM:tt" '\itlf the fupmor c.1tqy tbeMfel-. who M.I. ... Wcn,a&optH tlMI ,....~ 
JIttiCMI uf.lW,mcmift, Ihebbdia tf thl T_ to tw.l ..... blUld"" ~,-, bNaauu, chvpd "-aa:pt, tho 
r.I )~ cW t.(CII'lffquiOQ., to) ~)mualcat. ~r Gacrmlll»ioo to M. Jf«kar, folOCB, Qn ~Qt of till atp& __ u Ibef 
1,1111 , .. nl.-.a .. 1 fur I~e kin" It (0\11.1 n'" be (1'111 I ClIcc:ut;Oi> widl.ou.t tile CCI"CU~ or lIMo ",il'liJlcr ot lb. 6: 
Ma<:es. Whoth" rl~ the m\lltilll,ctl:,. 0( lohjea, .... hlch 'nc-I" Iho,l\uIlion or ll .. miuiftw IIlhlI.l hlllporal'll 
f.rlfi", 0( (10m bn, l'llher cure, be had hlthel10 oe,Ictb:4 the lnillntf., bllt 1/\0 derrr bill by DO _ depattoII 
(U'fI\ t\l.W..l-cM.t1on._ ~Jrll&l J'<A.&1qIle, "'C'. OOCD ii.". If" NOt •• , . 
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\V y obferved, that tlte advocate, for the lIecree alfert«1-717.rl "'IlS Ilf 
• 

"~er m"i jut'/I·g lb. Jlq/.. To thia their opponents rel'lie ; it is proved, on the 
contrary, by the vcry con e/lion of your own committees, that when the tythe .. Ili cit 
yoI' have aboJithed are dcdlloSled-, the remajoder of the eceleGall ical reveou~ will tiOt. 
ncar fu1li.ce for the expenees of public worlh ip, tile maintenance of the 'minillers !If ~ 
l igioll, the peotions of friars and nuns, the fuppo,t of {eminari.s, t he er<Clion and r~~airs 
of cburdles, &c. &c. Thnt a deficit will appear of Ijfty !', illions of Iivres-and ven 
fift y,fil(, ~Jlcludillg the deht of the clergy-which mull he (upplied fro,m the publ ic Irc.· 
fury. Is the Oate thcn-~ id they-to be faved by this augluelltation of ils bu,dells, 
which mullllectEorily fall upon the people I B fides, <lare allY one f. riouQy affirm, tbn' 
the f .. rety of Ihe Ilate requires the fubvedioo of tllO e very principles which conlli tute 
ns firmell: Cupport I C. n what is unjull: como ureful? Con the tranfgreffion of that' 
taw which enfures to every indivi<lual the quiet poa-effion pf hi. property be ever <leem· 
cd faJut.ry I Is it oot"on the contrary, .ttended with the mon (~taJ confequences I 

.. Th, [Dods if Ib, cburch IIr.1Iol ;11 .wn."-Strange paradox! By wp3t'fophillical ans 
do you expcd to d'ell:roy ideas, the junice of whiCh is acknowledged by every n.tion i,l 
Europe 1-'. The tceliftajiics aI" but u/o/i'll fluarirs ."-Doubtle'i what the clergy, 001. 
loClively, polf.f. as a freehol<l, it! members, individually, only enjoy .s ufufruas; but is· 
not an ufufrud clalfed with that fpecits of properly which has been declared inyiolahle 1 
We arebul ufufruduaries of life; but is that a reafon why we Ihould be deprived.of it? 

"Theel".g, 1>4'/). Mp."pmy."-What is to be unuerfiood by that ail'ertionl Gan there 
exill in law Dny dinindion between .I polTeffion lawfully acquire<l •• nd..cnjuyecl-fQJ' a 
long feries of.' agf:1", and an abfolute property I Ate ;Oll in eOlrn~, ""ncn you Inailll .)i", 
that potreffiona wbicb ban been IcgOllly giv nand traluferred to ' Ihe clergy by thofe to 
wJ,om they belon~d, which h.ve been by ,heOi put into a lIate of cultivation, improved, 
lIJId rendered worth a hundre<llimes more th.n they originally were, .,ld which have heen 
confirmedtothem by all the foveroigns of the,kingdom " -Are you in earnell when you .(~ 

" It hal been fhewn, in former p3.fU nf thi. Hiltory, th t the original ,.,fant, 'of !rind, to m3.n)' or the convent. 
were notruna: lelJ~ thin t. fnour conferred by tho &ranters on the sraolecs. In thofc carly period. of 1h& 
mooar.:hy. tho handf that could 114 devoted to tbe p\lrpo(OI of hufuanary bOJ e (0 {m3U n J)roponin" to the! bnd 
",bW:b rc::quired culti .... l ion, that the r,.-rfon wbo wouJd \tt'ldertaM Lo rendQj It . ",re(u1 dul effential (ery,ce ro the 
fuite, aDd nOC Daly requited cncouragemtnt, but deferved gr:uitude. Tbe mon,.k.. , by tbe labour or their own 
lund" IrW ~y lDduftr, the mort fuil\. and pcrfe'uting, cleared awar tbo .... ood by which ute landl th!\t wen gnne
ed to tbetn 1MN, in ceftll'al, MCUmbtorod, thereby renda inc the wonrry moto (.i.lubriod., tlnd , rcmovin, avcry 
j~ment to tultIV'atiun, ext'fDdM Ibo JNaM of fabrub.noe to the COml'Dumry, Jlod cn1a.rgec1 the. fouree' of relief 
to tho poor.-lt it (careely potnble t(J c:.onotivc a tenure NOn re(peaable :l.Od !acl'od than tI~t which Lbo mow, 
thul circurnfu,necd, acquu.d to the propon)' they.potrerred, and jWtice ox'Orts the rurcrtlon, that the decree J¥hJth 
leAded 10 4.rpoU tbcm of _ proj"ny, fantlioncd nplIIt, aDd juJliJIod lb.l~ 

fOIL 

- • 
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rert tb.t tbey 11a e no property ill them' In "hom, tben, has tbe property vefied dur-
ing this imlllemorial pofi"eflionl • 

.. In tfi. I1ali.". "-That is to fay in no one; fot wbat belongs to enry body belongs 
· t~nobody. The ,founders of; and benefaCtor. to, convents gave their ellates with a 
",iew to the public good; but they did not gi.e them to rhe public; they devoted tbem 
to the fervice of religion and the relief of the poor. The only right poffdfed hy the 
public is that of Ceein, th.t they are not mifapplicd; .nd if thofe aa. by which tlie pro- ' 
perty of the clergy has beon conveyed from .ge to age, after having been deemed invio
lable by thoufands of geneutions, could be (uddenly .tinihilated by rou~ will alolle, cart 

;you deny that, in that cafe, the ellate, /bblllcl return to the foun:e whence they fprang, 
.alld be 'rellored to the donon or their heirs? they claimed them, what plea could you 
pollibly ·oppofe to their pretelliions , 

.. 'l'h. jlatt jakts up." itfllf I. ft. that tbe pll,poftsfo, which Ihe p'.ptl'l) was givtll a,', 
.. . ftiljilltd. ThtdoJltjJio"s, Iheref.re,dttJ.lv. l. th".i'att.u-Such was not the will of the 
founders. They did not think, like yoU, that, by conligning their weaith to the pub
,lic tre.fury, the prior purpofe for which it wy dellined would be aiwell.fulfilled, as if 

• 
.it were configned to the cburch; and /lilllefa would they have thought like you, could 
rthey p ffibly have forefeen the fyllems :lnd innovationa ""hich yoa willi to {abfiitute for 
the principles .hd creed of our f.thers.-Be that a. it may, it i. (allicient that tbey dif~ 
pored of til ir property in a different manner, to pre .. l1( any kind of change from taking 
place without reviving the: rights of tbeir fuccelfors in preference to all others. Firll to 

·difpolfeft, .and then to confifcate, i. to add Injufiice to inju/l~a!; it i. ao .Ct of defpotifm 
more O<lious and abfolute. th an any cltertion, ho"" .. cr arbitrary, of the executive power. 
Belidoo, what an inconliftency i. jt to deCpoil'the cletgy of their "offellions under preten 
:1)ot a corporalion c~nn.t have all) 'pr, " '1), and then to bellow thelD upon tbe Ilate, liS if 
the nate were not a 10 a collective body I 

• 
.. n. exiJi_ . of a" <<<ltjiaJli<ti1 c.rporali.,I, pojfoffid if a" ."t''!fiv, ''tfIlnlle, is rlpllg" 

" nant to thoft principl. s which w. have tjlabliJh.d fir the f.rmati,,, if a g •• d <9'!flituti .... 
.. T. leav. it ill pojfo.lJio" if that rtVenue, would be I, ."peft .ur(tI'IJ's .1. Ih. danger if agai • 
.. ~tndin! b'1If,athlbe)4k' if difpotifm."-Thi. men i, the"u _i.,e of all Jour uful'
pat.ons, of all your clt llruCtive or. rations. No longer fcek todifguife it iJellC3tb me Inn

.fpare~t g.uze of fubtl~ fOjlhill.rl' La,. .lide all thefc vain rubterfllget, which arc no .longer 
-{u!li c.eotl y fl'ec~ou& to impo(e on the moll fuperficia\ m1acls; eeafe to employ the WOld 

difp'lij"" which Wat never applied ,vith fo little Jullice at to the .eign.of .l.ewia the 
Sixtecilth. Aa:ording to y6u,II'h"if'" :and r.~IlJ arc /fnonymolll terms; and roy.lty 
is the objeCt of YOllr perfecutions; it il that no 'force m.y remain capable of defending 
.1Dat, thuJou lhink it neceJrary to annihilate all the 8Rat corpor.ttiolll ; and ,hat, after 

.fpoilio, 
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defpoiJing them -of their polfeffions, yoo."o longer Icruple'tO 'ilk the dellra&ion of the 
Ilate, ill order to pwmote a fpeedy falc, that, lhy being difirjbulcd among,a number of 
ptm:hafe .... the ..nlll'patiorl rna,. be cO/lfinnecP'. , . .." 

Y oar fsal ohjea (you cannot deny ,t) js to deprive ~he -c:1I~{gy'O{ all hope, and 10 elfea· 
its ruin; that mull: be the end which this dreadful opeuti.n is meant to anf".r; that 
muit be the elfea of it. But what interen can the people hove in it I What advall toge 
can they pollibly derive lfrom ill You arc coni1:antly making ufe of Ih.i, nam., bot what 
do')'oo-do for them I NorrnUlc-pofitively NOTHIllC. On the contrary, your procet'd
ings tend to that which mun inevitably lead to the ex.c\ion of new impo'b, You ha'" 
refufed, to their prejudice, an olfer of four hundred millions, tbe oceeptaffee of wh ich 
might 'have coottibuted'lo th.ir relief; and, In lieu of tbis refoure., you have adoptecl 
ancunjui1: and ~uinous meafure, wbicb, occanliog to your owo confellion I., burdens the 
public treafury, and, confequently, tbe people, \Vilb all additional annual expencc of 3t • 

Jcafi lifty millions, and witb a d.bt of one hundred and lifty miJliolls. • 

Su~h arc th-e pl'indpal obfervations th~t have I)een made 011 lis extraordinary meafure, 
and from thefe the followIng inferences have been drawn. 

The property of the clergy mufi 'be . regarded as derivin& irs fceurity frolll the fal11~ 
fource which gives nobility to al1 oiher potrelliOlls; an,d if, 00 the one hand, be cOlllidcr
eCl {he multitude of charters, of ancient record., an.d of authentic lide., which hod fue
cellively and cOlllinually fanaioned the volreflion. of ihe chucdl; and, 011 the other, 
the clofe conneaion which fubGfied between tbe prefen'ation of ..agion and the ncce(
wty of maintaining ill miniftcn from a fund more folid than a falary li.ble to be aff'ctled 
b)' every iliock to which tho public treafury was expofed, it Inn be acknowlellged, that 

• 
there was no,property better ei1:abliBtcd in point of right, or DlDle refpeaable fioln H' 
application. 

But the mere circumflance of its being a p~opcrty Wl$ fufficient, according to Ihe lit, 

J' 0.1' !tal.dc J. ',.nee, prefent et a veait'-J par M. de Calonne, 1"0 93. tot (uiv. 
Jt TbeClllDmiu. Or fioancel (oppoled cballh. pofTedlous or the detIY, which it c3Ued JUlion:.l !.IOlnai.n!, In .. 

Iudine W domain. 0( thIS crawn, wo\llct fume. t.4Ifray lb. ex. ... ncn u{ public worO)ip, in tho!r In'efcJ\\ reduce.t 
ftnt., eft" Ir owHd .. It w.sld coR lb. natiaa fifty milliom :I yet!' more, lot tho penflont! of tcc:lc!la{\ics, (riJr.s, 
Icc, Joe. It ............ pd tho oeccll'", of pe,ilIS tile dth. of ,he cltr'1, which am<>Unt<d to 0,.. bundr.d Md 
rorty-nioc milliOlll, «bar b\:ndrcd and ttunyo(our tboaf&od li.r.s.-Tho r.l)or, m:ldc by the co'ftlmittee Dr tylI..., 
an tho nimh of April, J 790, til. 'he aptac.es Aut blaher I aud tbe bUbop orN.,~cy proved at the time, tMl iI h~d 
tJtnjtW ,"era! artiel. of lodl'penCable necetiry. Although the lalarlcs of th. prelaw ::Ind other millHler. of reil .. 
lion KId ex:poriemod I ditDJ.cion, acelAvt, Ind, it mjlht be raid, inc1tcenCf it wu maintaineJ, If a ccr~nty, that 
lilt anolal ~_ of !be poft'etIons 01 the ciel'f1, .... aaion ..... of tile Wa Ihoy Iud (.fbin"', and of tho .x-
p."" 01 aoImlllillori"" f"'W';"" ..... whi<h wouW be .... ""'0 ... would _ fuJllec 10 pay Ib" upe.'" of pIlbll. 
""rDup. g. caloMel, p, 96 • 

.....-.. 
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~,uCiion1 of thClt conltitll.cnU; and according to the cjecrce of the N~tional Alrcmbly, 
to exempt it from the dangcr of inv.ClolI i and it i. impllffible to ~ntertain a ferious 
doubt, that what belonged to the church. what it had acquired 'ldt r the •. uthority of 
..ne Jaws, what it had polrelfed for ages withont difpute anti without in terruption, was a 
property 'dul y vefled in <iTer, unce I>roperty is defined to be-I> righttnj oyid O'll.r poff.jJionl 
1awfully acquirEd. 

• 

It has beeo4hewn, that a moral and colleCiive body, like tile clergy, was competent t. 
4he pofreffion .of landed property. Thisjs evident, loo, from the fubfequeot fale of tbe 
1'.tritndllY of the 'Church to themll.llicipali!ies. ' 

It hAS been proved, ,tha! the l'roperty of .the church· lands wag necelfarily vefled in-~" 
:Clergy, finct it was vened ill no other proprie'tor, and the public ,could only c:laim ~ 
right to ee that it WM not mif.ppliccJ. 

" 

The pretence that the clergy could ",ot be proprietors, beeaufe unable to foil, ha. been 
- fheVln to be fri velous anel falfe; on lhe contrary, 31) interdi6l:ion to alienate fuppofca a 

property, wliich it mufl be the objeCt of th~t interdiCiion to prefcrve • 

• 
L.(Hy, it has been thewn, that, even on the fuppofition that the .'Patrimony of the 

chutch was a mere right of erijoyment vefled in the clergy, the Alfemblfh.$ beell forced 
to ~ckl\owlecl8e ao u(ufru6l:uary property, and that kind of properly was compr~hcnde<l 
in the inViolability which jullice, which the infiruCiion& of their conflituents, and the 
new con!Ht'll;oa. ellfllrcd to every (pecies 'of "propeJ'~y • 

• 
One other .rll'"),.nt haa 'heen uf.d-inJependent of the quenion of p'"dptrty-to de

I)lonllra!e the inlu icc 'If the fcizure. If, as has been alferred, there were a hundred and 
thirty thouf.nd cecldiaflies in the kingdom, they were a hunqred and tWrty thoufand 
perron. who had de,oted ,hemfelvcs to the church, in the perfuaG.on-a perfuaJion 
foundud on 'Ihe Iows-tbat the ehllrcb had poffi Ilion., rcycnulI8 and means of fQ bfif!.. 

• 
ence, to ail!. ibu(e ameng its mini(ien, who, in th~ hppe of panaking of fuch diftribu-
tioo, hoti f,cn f.ccd their liberty, ~I\d .llIlhofe foci.l advantage, which lhey had a right 
to expoa. \ ho. being entitled to regard the poB'effionof a bi/hoprick, an abbey. or any 
ether benchcc, as a [afe and 1a.IV(ul potreQion,llad, in confeqoellCc, regulated their tx

pence'S, tbell Cis of charity, the . Bill.oce they cou'" afWnl tocbeir frieoda, and the im
prov.lllenlS they ceold make in tbo..,1ands, of .whicb, by :I concurrence. of the fpirilua 
and temporal powers, the ufufruCl was infured Ie tbem ,-it bas, therefore, been .lked, 
whelher, by fercibly t.kiog froOl a body of one hundred "I,d thirty th:.ufJnd eiti7.en. 
lh. con~litlons annexed to the Ib.,te they had embraced, and the compt:nfation (or the fa
crifices the had made; by i1epl'iving diem of that revenue on which they badiormed 

.... 11 the amllgemcllts of their Jives, and by r'edocing them. for tbe future to rely (or thefr 
fu\.IldaDce 
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fubliRence on' precarious fabries, fome of rhem amounting to one balf, others to a quar
ter, .and others to a tenth or twentieth part of their former lawful poff'effions-Ihc 
AlfelllMy was not g.uilty of one hundred and thirty thour.,nd a6\& of inju!!ice, one' hun
dred and thIrty thoufand violations of property, and one hundred and' thirty thouf~nd il\;. 
fracHons of tho public faith? • • 

Had the property of the church been pl'D'Utd to be indifpenfably nece'(fary to tbe' falva. 
tion of the fiate, there was fiilL a mode of proceeding which it was the duty of the 
Ail'embly to adopt, and which would l,ave en'abled them to avoid. gre.t part of the in
jufiice of ,which they were now guilty, They /bonld fim have accepted ti,e fo r hun
dre<l millions (\/fcred by the clergy, and then have clbbli/bcd a 'kina of firlking' funil, to 
which all the benefices, vacated by dea,th, fllOrlld have' been appropriated. This gradual 
extinClion of fuperlloous benefices, if any fuch ' thete were, wonld have cnfured theln a 
degree of credit ond confiden,e which, by purCuing ' the Cy/tem they had adGJlted, ' they 
were never able to obtain. "They thought thcmfclves jun,"-fays a c.'Ontempornrr 
writer-" and they had oothing'Of jufiice but ber oanddgl ." 

• 

The National Membly having g.ined its point, in the feizure oC the eccleli./tie.t 
property, difplayed great prudence, mana~ement, aod' addreCs, in its tralifaClions with 
tile court of Rome. The holy father was either cajoled, or pretended to be f.lisll.d. 
by reiterated protenations ohhe llriCl union Of the Atrembly with the pope, as head of 
tbe Chrifiian 'church, in 011 fpiritual m:ltters; .s well as of their fidelily to the religion 
of their forefuthers. The weakneCs of the cotlrt of Rome, tbe age of the pontiff, with 
.-grievous Cenfe of tbe humiliations which thot re~ hid of late years experienced, all COIl

curred ill giving a fembbnce bf currency to thefe a1I'urances; {or it is not to be {up
poCed, th.t the refinement of Italian policy was ro totally exhaulled, 45 that their pur
port wac not thoroughlf comprehended, .nd their real value duly e/timated . 

. All the canons of rhe kingdom, ~s we Jearn from Rabaud, had entered •• Ito a combi
tlQlion, and,.hno/t every chapler had proteHed, ag.irtft the decree; and; from the f.,mo au
thority, we derive the intelligence, thaI the prefs now took an entirely Ilew direClion, 
:ll1d that. prodigious manu faClure w.s carried on of pamphlets and periodical publica. 
tions againtl go~ernme"t: that, as it was well known that books had confidcrably Af
uned the Revolutioll, it \vac. t berefore, imagined thot the fame illllrumcllU might be 
fuccefsfully employed in bringing .bollt a counter-revolution: Ihat the ecdeli.tlics ex
peCled to dazzle the people of France, by circulaling ten times as mnny volumes .. g.in!! 
-the N.tion~1 A/I'embly as there had been publilhed in itt favour; that a multitude of 
"rinting pre{\'cs. both ""ithin Gnd wi lhout the kingdom. were d voted to th is pious mer
chandize; that all the different kinds,.,f /tyle were Cummoned lo. aid the hol y. caule; 

ems, fongs. epigrams, fatires, tr3gedies, were writt.n ~,aio ft the National A(fembly-; 
a N ~.in/t 
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; og:inll 'irs committe<el-I againll its 'moll c.lebr'atcd members; agnin,1l: the city of 'Paris; 
and agllirill the national guards, who were ment'oned as objeCts of (upremo contempt. 
Pamphlets fU'cce'eded pamphlets with a rapidity proportioned to the ge tbat>-en,gendered 
them, ... · If this account be- true, it would fecm than he royalil'ts, ho were ever too 
l~e in all their . attempts, enterprizel; and deligns, were now, wben it was of no ufe, 
fcized with> a fpirit of writing ano publication, which, if it had operated in due time, 
might have produced the moll beneficial clfeas to them and their cauf •. 

• 
Blit it muf! be obferved tiJauhis aecount;given by.Rabaud, but 'ill accords ·with thofe 

refi r:oiolS which we.k~ow, from indifputable authority, had been impofed on the prers~ 
B~th the abbe Sabatier and M. Mounier mention fpecilie in/bnces of the operation of 
thofe reflmints, which perfonally afFeaed themfelves. The Jatter, too, .in affigning his· 
motives for the <c!ignation of his feat, after enumerating the imp~di.men~which fubfi11:
cd to the free communication ot .. his opinions-in tne Alrembl y, fay&-" If I had attempted 
to tc>.publilh I"I)Y thoughts, the .fame obfiac\es, !he f3me inconveu;ences prefellted them.
.. fe\'I" s, No printer would have dar-ed· to work for me: or if anyone had beeu nih, 
.. . noug!) ~ undertake ,it, it would have been impoffibl& to circulate-the work. All · 
.. the copies would have been immcdiately (";2.ed and carried olf; fC)J" men who reOca:
.. know very well what is to be und~rllood · by our .modern LIBERTY OF THE.Plt'ESS : 

.. they know very .well that it givet the privilege of calumniating and infulting with 

.. inlpuoity.thofc citizens whom the f.€lious nrc dwrous of ruining in the public "p'i~ 

.. ni n; of 1Imering and deceiving the multitude ; of perfuading 1heIU that every thing 

.. ollgh t to give way to ,their caprice, and that they ought to acknowledge 110 other law 

.. thA n that of theit own fupremc wilL This liberty of the prefs permits to olfend; in 

.. infamous libels, mOI'al ity, the altar, and the throne; and to dilreminate principles the . 

.. moll falfe and dangerous; b.1I ;1 does mot permit a mando Jped'the truth, whtn OJ fo 
•• doiJlg .& mOJ.difplcaft /h, d,ma~~II(s' difWlCtrl thtir 'IIillWS', and afftEi lhtir inttr!fls ",," 

Tile par li aments; who, without intending itt had contrihuted fo ..,,:uerially to promote 
the Revolution, began now to fltuduer ' at tbe thougJw of. Impending ~ilI'olutionf and 

~ lli{tQ'1' of thc'Re'Yo.lutlol'l, by Jla&ud de Salnt Etienne, p. 1)1, f 38 . 
•• ExpofU de b. Conduile de U. Mouuier, p. lS .-Anotb~' inft:hlCc of lho rr~do", oftablilbod in Frnnce by 

the R~\'oh~ rion,.i$ :lifo adduced by ~looni.ca:. Ho fnJl-v 1 C'lW no plffibllity of conveyiD« ttly kntimeou to my con
, nituonQi, or of muing tJu: truth rench [hom io the midftof (0 maoy Ha. wbicb had. boen iaduftriouJlp circubled 

, lbro\l&ll tbe provinces. Undet· the defpotic -fyftt:.m, the ICants of autbority were fufJ>eCled of carrying their 
tf wickedncCs to (I)cllll pitCh I'lS to bcwy tho pubHo conGJcnc:c by violating the (ocrets of letters. No certain proofs 
•• uf t.,his, howe..vcr, fubfitled ; but, under the rreCent reicn of ~n:\ll:J'Y' nothing i:I facred l virtue alono is forced CO 

" become " cumfpe8-, wbile crime, proud of the impunity It enjoy" will nut even dtfcend to the adoption of c:lt~ 
.t tjou .. me. fures. It is known tMt deputies have received. 1eltiors open, on which were written tbe name 01 thD 
II \lilhitl, which, . in its profound wifdom, O\.Qd.in vinuc DC its abfoll.ltt power, had thought pJ"Oj)Or to brc:1k tbo 

t it tcall andJcati tb m/' 

\Vall d . 
• 
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wanted nothing but power to make a vigorous effort for. averting the fate witb whicb 
they were threatened. Thof. of Rouen, of Brittany, and of Met .. , determined, however . 
unfavourable the prefent fiate of affillrs might lie to fuch an attempt, not to perllh 'with_ 
out a firuggle. Tbey had, accordingly, the boldnefs to protell: ag i,,1l: a decree of the 
National A/fembly, pa/fed on the fecond of Noverpber, which fufpended them from lbe 
exereife of tbeir functioR$, But they foon experienced. to their fOflOW, how different 
the ,power was with which tbey had now to contend from thanvhieh they were wont 
to infult under tbe name of the royal authority. They were forfaken ana defened by 
thofe towns and Mlofo people! in whom .they repoCtd the greaten confidence. and over 
who'll they fa lately held the moll: fupreme aCcendancy, 'J hcir fa ll. to which tbey fub
mitted with a bad grace, was accelerated by this fruitlefs effort, and was embittered by 
thofe Lafl: and mofl: galling curfea of (allen ambition-contempt a~d derilion. The p.r
liament of Bourdeaux, which fiood fingly, beld out much longer, and was much more . , 
trouhlcfome than the other tbree : it was, indeed, accufed of uflng every pollible exertion . 
to excite an infurreCtion in the 801lth. , 

Tbe newlr-created municipalities began early to detraCt from the fang~ine hopes " 
which had becn formed on thoir infiitution. This f~i1ure of dclign , or misfortune, wa. , 
as ufua), .fcribed entirely to the evil machinations of the .rinocr.tes, who, it was I"'e
tended, feeing ~h.t tbis new authority was the firfi degree in the future adminifl:.ation, 
1\nd the only popuhr power at that time exifling, and always endeavouting, by diminu
tion or ~ivifion, to attain tbe po",.r of dcfuoying, ufcd all their influence to gel their 
own creatures eleCted into thefe authorities, We arc afterwards told, very {eriou{).y, 
that wbenever the eleCtors had been thus led to mako.n improper choice, they become 
.. iaims to the arts of their enemies, and tbat the marracres which took place in certain 
towns of tbe kingdom were occafioned by evil-minded munici]> litie..... Thus w.s a 
porty ever at band, on wbich to throw . the odium of- every misfortubc, domefl:ic or fo 
reign, which could poffibly befall the nati-on. 

As it was necell"ary not onl y to keep the people awake, but in a fl:.te of . • bfolute agita
tion, the mofl: improbable .fiories of plots and confpiracies were circulated witb incredi- 
ble indunry. One of the popular jour.nals ./ferted, .bout this time, that a young lady 
of condition had raifed an army of thirty-fiK tboufand men, to bring about a counter
revolution, and that fue excrcifed her troops in a very private apartment, on the fifth fiory. 
in the Rue Mnarine.-Another offered to prove one hundred and cleven confpiracies, all 
in exiftence, but at different degrees of maturity. All thefe journal ins agreed in imputing , 
the calamitie. and crimes of the times to tbe arifl:ocratcs; but the trutb is-fay. the au
thor from whom this intel1ig~nce is derived_that the Dobies did nothing either good or 

• 
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Lad, ~na that theil' nullity formed a perfect contron: with tbe ferocity of the Third 
'E1l~te, " The f~ble of VeCoul was realized ot Scnlis, ~nd the moll ~trocious crime or 
tne ~ge MIS committed by tbe hand of a Plebeian," 

• 
'l'he king' s mininers were alfo deemed 'Proper objects for exciting popular diCcontents. 

n violent "lItcry was, accordingly, raiC.d, and,. number of cbarges exhibited againn them, 
though no attempt was made to bring them to the point of'trial or impeachment, If fome 
oftheCe eharges'were Co 100Ce .nd indefinite, that they would as ex • .sUy fuitany other body 
(If men, as thoCe aguinn whom th~y Were particularly directed, it is to ~e obCcrved. that 
th is was the current political language. both in writing and fj,eaking, and the enablilhed 
~a,ion of the times; if others of thell'! CoemeHncomprehenfible or· impo/Iible. it lhould 

, b e relneolbered. that tllc people on whom' they were intended lO operate were much more 
likely to be faCcinated by thoCe things which were unintelligible or incomprebenfible, 
rhall by thoCe ample faas, narrated in plain language. w ieh come home to C'l/ery man's 
undernanding., , 

• 

The mi:ni\1:ers were charged wilh· ferving the enufe of the dilI'alfected by their inaction; 
and it was urged. that. hy' retarding the tranfroiffion and the execution of the new '")'Is, 
they thereby dc!fig.nedly prolonged the exillence of .narchy; indulging themfelvCl in the 
iOndhope; thatthe people.difguitoo with continual fcenesof endlefs confulion. would call 
loudly for the old government. under which they had enjoyed a flupid tranquillity : that, 
:It the f.me time, thefe foes to liberty bad infidioufiy.created a fcarcity of grain; th:>! ther 
l>ad likewiCe infidioufiy created a fcarcity of Cpecie; and that they had inlidiouDy refuftd 
to give employment to the .rtifans. 'in the hope that. every claCs of men becoming dilI'atif
fied. the people would. at length, grow weary of tkeir own courage. TheCe were "mong 
the principal cllJrges preferred againO: the mininers : it mult always be re.colleaed, though 
it. Ceems to have .been to .ally forgc>tton by the f~am.rs of thefe aceufations, th.t lon~fince, 

-:ro d at the very commencement of the 'Revolution •• 11 preCent and fUlure admininral iona 
were rendered irea ly anfwerable and perfonally refponf"bl. to the National AlI'.mbly, 
fOl every pmof thelr conduct. fo tharnehher the "king's name would alford a fanaioll; 
nor his expref. brder. a jufiification, for their adoption of any me:lf~re contrary to the 
[. nllmelUs f Ihnl body; evcn fuppoJing the kiDg to be now a free agent, ·and .capable of 

, ".nfa8.ing an.y bufinefs. 

The cbarges aguinn lho- mon-conliderable and aaive membes-s of the two ruined or
ders vere more abundant than thofe .again!l: the mininers. Thefe maleconteurs were Caid 

., JOUTn:t.l PoUtique, $ce. tom. ii . 1'.111-11-3. 
44 At SenU., a tblJier, who had been dirchnrged from the national troop' , fired on a proccffion of the citizens 

as they p:\fTcd the door of the hour. in whloh bo was. A number or penon. immediately Ntbed in to Cei1C the cui. 
pdt, ""hen tho hrnU~ blew up, and no lei's t ben rlXty of them \vere killed, and :'I cre;lt D\lmlltr wounded by the u.

Inon. 
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to be difperfed through every court i,l Europe, and were faid to be f.conded, in the gre.t
er part of t111:m, by the reach .mb~lI"adors, at thofe refpe~ive courts, their joint ende~
vours being c~lculated for the univerfd dilI"cmin.ti bn of their own invincible hatred 
-:tgaillll: their native country: that in thefe courts they laid the fOlll1datioh of a general 
eonfoderacy of all the powers of Chrifiendom againll: Fmnce: that their objeCt was, to 
perfuade the feveral monarchs, thnt their caufe was t1,e caufe of. kings, and that it be· 
hoved them all cqually to unite their comlllon firength, in order to renore the arbitrary 
authority of Lewis the Sixteenth·s. Imprudent men l- exc-Iaims Rabaud~who neva 
llCrceived that they were, at the fame time, teaching Europe, that this w.salfo tbe caufe 
of nations! The fame writer prace«ls to tell us, th.t tlVO princes, who had taken re
fuge at Turin, alI"embled there fome of the gentry, and threatened France with a,' inya. 
:lion by the w~y of Nice, aod by the way of Savoy; and had fellt emilI"-aries intI) Pro
vence, to Nifmes, ami to Lyons, while the king of Sardinia put his army in motion on 
the frontiers.-In oppolition to this fiatement, however, it mull: be recoJleCted, how to
tally ullprovidep for war, or even for any degree of defence, the king of S:u-dinia was 

• 
long after, when his dominions were fo violently invaaea and ,over-run by the French; 
:rod when his) moll: ancienf dukedom of .Savoy was, fo far os a decree coold give perma
nence to the wrong, for ever .nne}(ed to the IIIl>jefiy of the new Republic. The Ill\: 
ell.rge was extremely well defigned, and cool~ fearct ly il to produce its intended e/feCl:., 
1t was to this purpofe-that it was then publickiy declared, th.t Paris was 110 longer 
worthy of the· ~refence of hor king; and that Lyons deferved the honour of being thO' 
capital of the empire, 

In the mea" time the animofity between the demoeraticalleaders Ind the nobles who 
nil,l continued in the AlI"embly, were grown fo violent and inveterate, th.t duels became 
frequent between the enraged parties ; aud as the Jaft appe.1 is roade to the fword in the 
great political difputes of nations, fo bere, the fmaller political differenCes between par
ties and individuals were referted to tbe fame <lrbitrary <lecilion. And as it hos been 
long and often obferved, that a change of condition frequently produces a great chango 
in the manners, and even, apparentl,., in the nature of men, fo it feemed now, tbat .s 
the democrates had already firipped the nobility of .11 power, intending to be tlleir fuc
ee/fora In ev.ery thing, they meant to deprive .them of the only excJufive-claiih to dif
tinCtion wbich was fiill left untouched, and which they had po/fclI"cd unrivalled for 
fo many ages-that of a ecided fuperiority in .11 the hardy deeds of arms and chivalry. 

To tounterlnl.hce all thofe dangers, teal or fuppofc<I, with which Fnnce was' faid to 
be environed, we are informed, that the natiou at large was unanimous in fupporting the 
All"cmbly: that its tabIe-was covered with addrelI"es from every town and ci y, cxpreJIive 

• 
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of their .Wcaion, of their aumir'aticin, and of their gratitude,; promiRng it tb,'" m;/I;.nT 
for the defence of the eonliitntion, and encouraging it to perfevere in its patriotifm ".
It might eafily have been imagi ned, that, witlt fo much unan;mil), and with fo prodi
gious a mafs of flrcngth, which has in no degree betn equalled finoe the days of Xerxes, 
they had little caufe to be appreheofiv," of either foreign ill.afion or domefiie eonfpiracy;. 
and yet they feem to have been trelnblingly ali ve to both. . 

The conuna and proceeding. of that AJrcmbly, in which , was now velted the whole 
power of th", empire, under tbefe circumltances, ire thut defcribed by Ribaud, in hi •. 
ufnal l1y le:-" The National Aff'embly. occupied in parrying thefe attacks, was 11i11 ad
" vonci ng with great fhide., trampling upon the ruins of defpotifm, combating every 
" prejudice, difcomfiting every error, making war 011 every.b fe, def1:roying ufurped 
.. rights, and re-ef1:ablilhing that precious. equality, wJlich renovatea.the youth of na
U tions, and regen.rat~. thel1lj by reltoring them to their primitive· Itate of pority."
Same cavillers might be induced to alk, How that equality could be re-ef1:ablilbed~whic'" 

• 
never be fors: fubfif1:ed ~ :tnd might likewife perverfel)" enquire. ill ""hat period of the 
golden age that· primiti~e- purity exilled, to which tbe people were now fo, happily re
fiored 1 But it might well be anfwered, that fuch men, who would wifu. t~manacJe clo
quence, and to Ihaekle flowery defcriptio~, mull: be by nature adverfe to the 'beauties of 
fiyle, .nd graces of compofition ;, anU mult likewife labour under fome f.tal preju.dic:es. 
which wouUllcad th e)1l to q~\ef1:ioll t!:le legitimacy of the DCW phil.foi1hy. 

It is rather .ltoniffiing, thntan AlI'eml>ly wlio is thus reprefentcd' as tlie modcl'of vir
tue nnd patriotifm, fuould not liave p.id· fo much regard to .the diClrell'ed lituation of the 
puhlic re venue, .nd have difplnyed fo much patriotic diftntereficdnefs as .to hav.e refufed to 
.at! to. the embarraff'ments of tbe ftate, by an augmentation ofltho national exponee. WhiJo 
were at IVerfa.lI.s they had come to ~ dt cilion that every deputy fuould ueeive eighteen 
livre. a dlY> .s wIIg ... ; a1l4 lince their arrival at Paris they had encre.Ced tbeir falary to 
four-and-twenty livre" be fides being paid, their travelling expences, at the rate of five 
livres per. p!fl~; ,md by. the fame decree they authorifed the minilter of finances to pay 
each dep.ut}' f.x months' wages. T-hu. did the reprefe.nt:llivel impofe on the nation 
• fUndingcxpence of feven hundred and,fifty pounds :.,day, whilf, . • t the fame time, tbey 
were continuaLJy enforcing the necellity of the {lriC\e1l economy. J;beir proceeding., 
ill this iull.ancc, forlllS a. ftrikjng cQlltr;ill \Vith the 'onduCl o( the deputics. :UI"olllbled in 
161+, who, os there is every rcafon to believe, did not receive one lingle fartbillgJortheir 
f, ryjces~7 . The labours of. tho.li.rll y.ear of: tlle RcyolPtioD . wu dofed by a decree, 

.. R~bau4, p. '4/.. . 
., Joum!l.t "Politiquc, he. toln. U. p. 151. }'l6tc.-ThouSh the members or the }(atioD~l Aft'einMy had enr 

cUtiJa)'ed the grc:uoA- anxiety to render:ill their procccdinKS as public 2S poffihle, by the Jnw(criminate admifi10D oE 
Ib .. ~crs Jnto lheiQ .b.~H. in this inllAnce thcy-prefclU'cd tlle Cecrecrof a committee, tn ",ruch cvet"y thin, relating 
ro th..,. own (iIl,ries WAf rcuJC<l :u>d arr'.sed.-J)oes 1101 this rir<u.m1lance ......... lAdic:a1O that they .. ere aQwnecl.' 
.1 tJa buf .. ers 1 ., 
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.. that no member could accept of any place in the minillry ;"-which was judicioufiy, 
though unfuccefsfully, oppofed by Mirabeau; and by the irrwocabl, union of the ifi~nd 
of Conic. to the French nation, os a coofiitucnt part of the e",pire • 

• 
A. D. 1790') The AfI'em~ly had 'now been conv'ened eight months, 3t1d tbe rew fa-

lutary regulations they had efiahl ilhcd I'ere greatly overbalanced by the- infinite confu
lion they had created, and the /0'11' of anarchy which they 'had 'been the mc.nsof dilremi
nating throughout the kingdom. The pecuniary ell1b~rralrments they had been fo 
firenuoufiy urged to remove were encr .. ,fed in a conuderable degree; peace, order, and 
juniee, far from endeavouring to promote, they fccm to ha ve conl,d,red as f.ta l obfiruc
tions to the accomplilbment of thei r plans; and, infiead of cOll1l1landi"g tit "dmiration 
of furrounding fiates, I,y prefenting to their view 'the noble f"cclad e of a truly philofo
phic atrembly of legilhtors, deeply imprcll'ed with -the 10l'e of -thoir country, influcIlccd 
by no pitiful contiderations of party , and difplaying a generous anxiety to fettle th .. 
eonfiitution on the broad baus of public good, they excited the contempt'or indi nation 
of <Tery refle&ing mind, of every fincere frie nd to r.tional free[lo m. by exhi biting tho 
difgu!l:iDg light of. convention of frothy fpeculators ,nd bungling IlJtc·m_echanies, /kil
led only ill the paltry vulgar arts of demolition, rejeCting the folid wifdom of experience, 
an4 too frequently .Ctuated by unworthy motives of vanity . interefi. or ambition. The 
faoility with which the minds of the people h~d been irritatecl and inBmned, to that clegree 
as to render them lit lnfiruments for the execution of any plan, however violent, encou
raged fuch members of the Affi:mbly as wilbed to promote diforders to have again re
eourfe to that bafe and degrading lIleafure. At this very period, when, occorcling to Ra
baud, the moll tignal virtue and patriotifin were dj(l'layed by ti,e National Alfeonbly, the 
coont de Marguerite .lferted puliliclCly at the duke tIe L inneourt1s table, and in a nu
merous company, where near thirty members of the Alfembly were prefent , that. revolt 
which had lately taken place at Toulon bad been innigatcd or fuppoTted by members of 
that body, 'Who aCted therein upon the prineiple-" That mlr~ inJurrtflions were IllUj

.. jary;" and this extraordinary charge was lillened to by all the.deputies prefent, with .. 
out a fingle word in denial, refutation, or excufc, being offered by any ·o them ". 

The king, whofe tid~ of king of France .nd Navarre, after his remov.1 to Pari. , had 
been changed by the National Alfembly to that of KI NO OF THE FR ENC H, had, with 
his fa~i1y, been kept in a fiate of abfolute conlinement. Though" from the perufal 
of Rabaud and other democratical writers, it would not appear that tbe king ba'd bee,\ 
3t allY time lInder the fmallell degree whatever of refiraint or difiref., yet from the au
thority laSt quo:cd. the authenticity 'Of which admits not of a doubt, we loam, that, at 

• 
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Ille heglMrng of this yc:ar, when, it being ncar three mO!1th, .feer thc lHoccffion from 
" er~i lles, it might be fuppofcJ the violence and fllfpicioll of the )1eqple wOl.\ld be abated. 
:a body of eight hundred IntO, with two piec.es of caonon , mountet!'gulr'Il 'e\tcry morning. 
!I t the T huillcrits: that. on the fourth of 1"n\lary, the wri ter behdd the extr:l.ordina\y 
rptCl.3c1c of the ki ng of Fro.oce w31king in the g::rJcns with, fix gren Ol9iers of tht: city 
militi:J.: that the doon of th e g:m!cnl were kcpt Ihut while he wal~ed in them, in or"l 
tler to exclude "II perfolu but deputies., or thofe who pl'OQIred OIdlDiffion·tickett-, from 
entering: th.:lt whcn he rc·entered t he palace) the doors of t he g:trdens were thrown. 
open to al l pcrfolls wi thout di lli nCl"n, although the queen '", wilj) a I.::.dy of her court. 
Wil t fii ll walking in.them: that thilt filc \V,a. likewife attended fo dofely by the G:udc 
Bourgeoi fc, that lhe mu ll. have (poken very low not to be overheJrd by them:. and that 
eyell t he da uph in, who W.:lI :It work, with a little hoe and rake, in a {nt:.11 garden, Which. 
had been r.liled· olF' for hi, amu{emcnt, "as not without a guard of tYrO gre.nad.icrliJ 
\l pon him 10, 

The Alfcmbly felt no fmall unea.finef. 'at the ill e(Fell which the confinement of their 
fovcrcign (howc\'er it wa....attemp~ed to be. denied or palliated) produect! upon tbe public 
opinioll, ill "'dli: ...... C:Ovlltrie., as weli:ls It home; and of the firong handle which it af
forded to their cnc.miel (o~ calling ;'1 ql.lcfiiQll the validity of thofe );aWt to whlcb hi. 
{;III8;iol1 w3 • .enortedj under:l Jl:ll~ of rdluin t, whic:11 . rlepriving him of all frocagancy, 
relHl~red him, by the laws .:Ind con(ent of :Ill nation., j.capflble of .loy Jeg31 a&, Of uf 
:l1\y a& thll cou ld be binding. on ru lufe1f. auy longer tit:!n the compul!iGll wbicllproducu 
it continued to operate .. 

The remova l of thit difficuhy W JS jufily . .c:onlidercd 'an objia. of the highell impor-
13nc=; and.it W ;)3 :u:cordingly decprmil1ed.to ncglell. no mean. that. could proQlO;e jll at ... 

At ThoutTl'loft ,'!lim had been taUn to' render the qUGen odibN to tM·"arlon. Al11ler 101'1'01'1 and rl1lliloll ..... ~ 
m",l\ifi.eu inlQ; Yicu lUJ c.r1mul lind aU tho am of m;Wce w~re out.d in the innncion III QllWn~ tht molt 

fulll and &lrociOUt, which were ci rcukt&d, LhrOllgllOllt tbe PlVfincol: witbwoalkrfuUr .. !ua", Sbo wu fidl thuJ· 
-.l wilh tbe Impoflibl. crlme,of linins: procured the cGnltrnaion of l wcl1.chI~ miM undCf' IhI tWl or tho 
Nluon:ll .\(fCfl\b1Y, in orll.r to blow the ibtcs, withoot dIMn'Wotl. at once into tho .tt, Til .. ridit:u\oUl: ftory_ 
mil onl)' .ethlUly propaul.d lhmusho\1t tho k.insdom, bul . lctt«, llJ'trtia& the raa,-.m<l CaUl to hu . bten written 
1'1 one of Ihe dq~lI," 10 tbo ~ w", at about. throe hllnilrod aluK d llUftOI (rom htb. publldUr "'Cl'red bl ' 
"n:ral perrOl1l 10 1~'fO bte.1l10llfl ;m" tOld by thm. TIle llllt was belioycd bt .u w~ hem! itl )Vbich drew lho 
(cUn"..inl obfel'v;&uon I",," Anh\1l' Y(o\lnl. who was pre(enl l ' 1M n<itai, aM tIM a\lthorjlJ'&i~-" Tb'lt it Q ill 
.. f Cvo!\I(ions. tlno ntfat wril~ and a hundred thou~ lools boIinc."-Thc Cam ... 'liter WM apoC'cd-co ~fid4 ... 
MltI danter ItOtn I lu~aon.thal tic, ud u oI.A WOO\I.n, W. pJok, '"" Cl\lltQblAed with,. fWII'''''~ ~fpinq 
-cai l){\ thc ,ofgnic I,«k .. ,v mountaina 01 Auftl'ln". and tbat II . W@f the afW" lIC'Il "'" blowi,. qp tJlc lOWll. 
of Cicrnwtltl I I 'outl'er t ime, ho WdI leited in beU .e.midniJht b),.a part)' ot.,rmcd militia, o n 1M ¥crr Icriu 
'l'Id IIi.Irmln& darle, or hi .. bcinl ;\ ~ in" t.a(piraey (<Inned br U.c qUllcn. tho C(tIU)~ d'ArIoiI, Mil w count 
d'!ntrai&un: ~'inA: the lerritory 0( tile V \vuub,-ThcIUmpulltnt U~ wcrc bul tHe ~oeo.nt 0( tbe io"',,
oil p~a .... bleh w .. fy{\tm:ltiul1,. purlu.d, uotil jtl1iMl K(II;GpliJhw.tnt, in rhO ' !rlffioetiop of that Wlhapp, 

.riacel. 



LEWIS THE & I X TEENTH. +37 
t.aillment. Ir could only be 3ecomplilhco 1>y perfu.r.on, and the f~cility of the kinS" 
difJlofitionIeemcd to afford no ('mall hopeof fuccefs, in any tiling that depended on tb.t· 
mode of proceeding, Th. delign was to induce the fovereign to go rudden ly, and. ap
pare ntly. of his own nlere Illation, ta the Nation,1 AIrembly. and the re, in a fet fpeech, 
to decl"e himfelf petfecUy f. tis6ed with all their'procecdings; anolikewif. , that h. con
{jd.red h'imfcl f as being at the head of the Revolution, in terms fo explicit, as to take 
~way all idea or pretene"- of bis l>eing in a /hte of coercion or cOl1fil1en~nt. La Fayette 
liaS ei ther the framer of this plan, or one of thofe who was man f.nguine in its purfuit, 
and who placed the gre.teflcon6dencc in its fu'eccfs . 

The AIrcmbly had j un difplayed an unexpeCted aCt of liberality and attention with 
r . fpeCt to the killg 's perfon, which coulo not but produce the gre.ter eIrcCl from its being 
unexpeCteo; and which could not fail to m.ke a firong impreffion on a mind fo very .fuf
ceptible of gratitude as hi. was known to be. For, on the quefi ion being propofed, j ull: 
at the opening of the year, what . onual fum it would be proper to .mgn fOI the roy.l 
ex.pences and fupport of the hou!hold, or what is ufually called the civil l ift , the AIrem
bly, inllead of debating th e fubjeCt, or forming any rcfolution all the queflion, adopred 
tht liberol mcafure of fending. dep utation to lhe fo yereign, w.ith 3n .ddrefs, rcquelling . 
tlllt he would himfelf name the fum that would be {ufficitnt for the purpoft, 3ml pray
ing th at. in fo doi ng, he would confult lef. his fpirir of economy. than.a ftnfe of that 
dignity which alight to furround the throne with a becoming {plenelor. T he liberality 
of th is cond ua gallled the AIrembly gre.t credit, and brought t hem abundant praife 
from all fort s' of people; the molt forious of the tnragir \Vould have been .lhamcJ to 
condemn the generofi.ty of the .Ction; and the bittereil of th eir cJlemie. alOong th~ 
roy.liils founo it difficult to refrain from fame commendaeion, . 

• Yet, tlotwithftaoding the apparent elFeCt, with refpeCt to other matters, which this 
. • attention !hewn by the Alfembly to the perfonal cafe and dignity of the fovereign pro · 

duceo on his mind, he totally rejeCted, and continued with great fi rmnefs to rejeCt, all 
the perfu.lions which were ufed, and .11 the inducemenls hoMen out, to bring .bo~t hi~ . 
much wi/hed-for vifit, and {he d livery of his fpeech, to that hody. Thi t obfiin.cy, as · 
it was termed, was, as ufual in all cafes, where his conduCt did Jlot exaCtly fqu~re with 
the Jl'iihes of the prevailing party, afcribcd entirely to tbe machiuations .of the queen, 
'Who was .thereby. if poffiblc, rendered more odiolls than before. 

NotwithilaDding the great and· numberlefs benefits .wh ich had been lavilhed upon the 
.people; notwithfranding the, remiffion of taxes, or, what was tantamount thereto, the re-• fufalof paying thofe th.t 'lVere not remitted ; and nOlwithlland ing thofe innumerable and 
un/j>eakable bleffings whIch were Cuppofea to be included in the magical term of regene
rUiot!, yet.fuch is the pervcr{cnefs at cenain tiJnO$ incioenl to t lu: .fFaitl of mankind, 

tbat. 
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rillt every cb(. of men in the kingdom "'3' the Jired renrfe of being hJPPY. profptrour, 
.of contented. There were, :It this t ime, aoovt fiX thour.nd landed ethtc.," great num
Ix:r of them very conflderablc, puhliclc.ly 3dvt:nifcd for (ale in France, anti fcarttly a 
purchafer to be (ounti upon any term" In the c3pitOilI tr:lding and manufat\ uring city of 
Lyon., '(0 lon& the feat of iMufiry and opulence, no ler, th:lll twenty thourand per'lOn. 
were fupportcd and fed hy chariry. Thing. were no better in Normandy, where: the (a.

mou. woollen-clotb m:mufu!lory at Louviers, which was fcareel y equalled in Europt'. 
and where the celebrated M. Decretol gained fo much honour by the unparalleled beau. 
ty :md cl:cclh:nce of his fabricks, was aln:ady tending faA:: to abfolutt ruin. A great 
colton uu nufOill ut"e, :It the fame pbce, WOlS niH in a worfe fbte t holo the wooUen. 

There were not man y circumft.,ncts :lttenciing the Revolution more extr;\Ofdinarr. or 
which a/forded a more {hiki ng innance of the degree of turpitude and atrocity. to which 
In:lnkind, under. th'e dominion of certain ope:r:lti!lg caDfe., th:.t are not :alway. obvioUI, 
n ot eafily tlaced to their fouree, is c:lpable of arriving. than the eOLtd ua of tbe inhabi .. 
t :tnts of Verfaill es. That place h.:.d heen indebted fo r its exiGence t o the fovereign; and, 
being the rcGdencc, for mote th.,,, .:. century. of tl lC mof\: mOignificent, expenuve.and mu
n iGcent court in Chrinentlom. a. well as of:l.lI the fi r(\: nobi lity in that vall k.ingdom, 
had, from ~n ohfcure :md paltry village. rifen to fuch a degfee of eonfideration 3ad opu
lence, 2110 with:. ropulation of fixty thoufand penonl, to be dlLff'ed among the fecond
rate Cities in the kingdom. 

Yet this people, thus originating, growing, thriving, 3nd 3rrivinc at maturity, who, 
for .m ~re than a century. h3d been conf1:ant ly {cd by the court, h3d, {rom the commence
ment of hi. troubles, been amon, the forcmon of tlle prefent fovtreign'l moll implac
able cnemies, extending their malevolence to every part of the ro)'.u family, and feem~ 
ing emu Iou. to exceed tltc \parifuuu in their animofity and malice "·. Like them, t oo, 

they 

,1 A tontemponry ,.,.rittr th.1.II xeouou ror .{ the mad ,nd Ioubareus con.Nft 01 Vcrt&iUct i"' I t was onJr,n 
" errN' and a l,lfl caleobtlon on I (lOlnt of in~"n. The tlrud of , batlk-ruplq' had J1anned GTe..,. bod,. It ~ 
" confuler«l • u lUillo, lIy the lIumCU'OUI nlcu oJ VI.i;UlI-. thlt the kint WIt, worn..out beta" 11\ obl41CU1 word, 
.. I .nero ,ypher, and tb'l nothinl but the n:lt ion, tblt l5to by" novnlty, conk! mike the fbla youn, apin, di.£. 
~ charI" tho ilc!bt, and lit)' VonaiUe.. ThiJ report ha.! preuUedJ :lila hid lortiflod iditlr, by tbe ide:!. th:IoI. without 
... Pul" the NlliM:\! AII" lUbly coulll I\Q lIothillll at , II 'NUts, tborefore, Ihe gplW muA be plurcd. Tho k ibl , 
Ij hoin! U1..-d..,ifed ,lt ... ·u IICCcl'Cary, t!~!ail\, (or ttl, pri'nltll cvod , ,,41 (.IM pnelltl welfill'e, to cxtel'l'Qinseo hi. 
II court, ,iYe h im a Pari(Wl IQI d, ,ud I i .. Mm up to l lw cxcluflvo dirdUon of tho NlIlilJlUl Atromb.ly. But Vet • 
., " lUes on!l underRw.! th.t Parb W&l1O \el..,o • lUII'd 0'tca'. tbe1r. ing,u4 Dot that !be wallOWl'T him d. ~r 
.. more to ronarD." _ jounlil Pohtiql.Je, lice. toni . Ii. p • .&.4', 149'-Tbo i6ea of the Inhabltanu orVafaiU. baYi,. 
".,0 decei" d by 1M Parifiaos:b brtberc:QQfirmed br M. MounkJr,'rllbo teD. us, thattbeJ wsn ftrJ muc:.h.t\olufh.. 
,4 " the JlToceffioll of the ('I.(b oCOOubcr, aod thallhc), tben tqao to d.iJcoft.r 1hM., after hlrinc rotI&ht for lbe 
~.rifwu, 11,"'1' "'eTC dc:llinod 10 rat alilbe cxp.nu of the war. .. Til rrue" - "ra he-" tho Parifwa Io.LtI tbcm 

""" fIIlh tIv.}Iwt '~!J,f.' tl¥t tM.liJC~. tf/WNd -,.I .... - FaitJ rclati' Ib dum"" inf\l~on, p'l,_The 
.. W,-. 
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they had eon/l:ituted themfelves fole judges,. difptnfers and executora of the laws; fo 
that the fame men being judgesr nocufers, witndres, and executioners, much time wa~ 
f.ved in .11 criminal profecbtions. It rem.ins, however, to be lamented, th.t t I i, ca
reer of patriotifm, in purfuit of fummary jullice, was, in Verf.illes, produClive of fome 
horrid murders, although the voice and approbation of the people gave them the f.mClio .. of-

• 
legality; alld thefe fecmed the more unlucky as they occurred in private fam ily CJ CS, 

~\'here no party or political caufes could have any concern • 

• 

The felicity of the Verfailli.n. received a mortal blow by the removal of thu court 
to Paris. By that they not only 100: the conllant butt and obj.Cl .of all their _mule
ments, along with the delieious pleafure, fo truly gratifying to vulgar mind., of infult. 
ing fallen majelly; but they alfo loll their efiablilhed ground and pretext lor ri tS', d 
tumults, without which it was fcareely poffible for t·hem to exili. They Ilk~wifc felt; 
with inexpreffible mortification, tbat they had in/bntan.ouny loll 1ll thei r paO: cODfc
quence; tbat, il1llead of being looked up to as competitors in all ,le",[s of ,renown wi b.. 
the proud Parili.ns, they were now no longer either n.med or tl l0ught of; while ~he vo
racious c.pinl, having robbed them of tbe kin~, would gorge itfelf with.all the pni!.i: 
"lid falIe appertaining to·others. 

In fuch a n.te of difcontent, and"with filch inlierent difpolitiolTS, they coula nevet" 
wan't pretences for riots and diforders; the dearl1efs of bread, and fearcity of all k;nd. 
of provilions, independent of all the other grounds of campl.lint which ingenuiry could 
be at no lofs in deviling, aJforded an ample /lock of combullible m_tter to feed the r,ge 
of an inflamed populace, who were, at the f.me timu, peculiarly .git .• reel by a hidden 
fouree of di/Content which they could not avow, but whioh did not operate wirh .the Icfs 
force from its being concealed; this was the want and private dillrd, they already fore
Iy felt in their families, tlirough lhe lofs of thofe p~cuniary .nol other rei ids they con
llantly drew from the court, which they could not endure, IIor would ruffe,. to e.ill: 
among them, at the time that it was affOrding them all thefe benelill. From ·thefe, and 
other caufes, VerfaiUes con tinued in a llate of the greatelt infuoordin.tion and.dolorder 
from tbe t ime of the king's relDoval to Paris; but this fI.te of thing w., fo common, 
and it being belides a generally received doCtrine, th.t tumulu and dlforders wore the 
genuine eIRCl, of patriotifm, and that their worll: confcquences, fuch as .conBagrations . 
and malracres, were tbe naturol refult aod legitimate ifI'ue-of revolutions.; wh"e fu.ch 
partial eyj}, were 110t worth conlideration, when oppofed to th.t immenfe mafs of bellt
ill by which they.were produced·; under all thefe cireumnafl(;cs .and contider;nions, to-

tr:u-barocu.at\s or which Ihe Ver(aillians were afterwards guilty .. were. perm),,,, cQmmitted willI ;J ,jew to coAvinc.· 
tile I'IIriIiw dial !hey wor. ,,"ortby 10 b ••• t!llfted witb tl>c Clre of .he (O,oJ family. 

.~ 
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get her with a (.nre of theirp:ilt fen ices, and 11 full confidcnce in the purity oftlleir in
tcntions, however milt.lken or unguarded they might be in tbe mooe of exprellion, the 

. exorbitances of the Verf.illians paired fo r a long time without any particu13r notice. 

It happened, however, in proeefs 0[ time, that the National Alreinbly became ferioufly 
. apprehenlive, that thefe people, whom they had eonlidered only as noify alld riotous 
friends. were, after .11 th. ir intemperance and violence on the other fide of the q uell:ion, 
becomc fecret .nd dangerous enemies. In fine, they bec.me to be con!idered as no bet
ter than a generation of plotters and confpirntors, and were firongly fufpeeled of a cri
minality, which, in any other fe.fon, and with refpeel to any other nation, would have 
appeared incrcdlble,-that of leaguing wirh the ariflocr.tes ior the overthrow of the 
new conll:itution, and the ell:ablilhment of a counter-revolution. About the fe.fon~f 
Chrill:mas thefe fufpicions and charges ran fo high: that nothing was talked of but Ver
faillian plots .nd cOl1fpiracies; .l1d the alarm became very general. Ooe of the ridicu
lous nories Ihen believed and circulated \va~, that a body of men lVas in readinefs to 
march from Verr.illes to Paris, in order to murder La Fayette, Bailly , Neck .. , and fame 

'-<lthcrj>opular charaelers. Tbis improbable t.le, defici .. nt in ~very cireumfiance which 
could give it the moll: din.nt .ppe.ranee of credibility, producep, hOlVever, the eJfeel of 

. oceafloning fome confiderahle incre.fe of the guords in Paris, as well as fome alterotions 
• 

in their arr.ngement. Another much more prob.ble fiory was, that. great uumber of the 
auble of Verfailles had intermixed with their brethren at Poris, in order to excite them 

to diforders .lId tumults. All thef~ plots, like fo 'many hundred othe~s which were 
.hou rly dilreminated, came, however, at length, to nothing; and it wos not .long be
fore Verfailles and its inh.bitanlS were fonkin a flate of utter oblivion. 

The ingratitude of ,thil people met with its jufi>reward. From the ftate of popula
tion, rank, and opulence which we have defcribed, in l.fs than four years from the remo

' val of the court, V.rfailles was fo miferably reduced, that. more wretched and beggar
ly town was fcarcely to be found in the whole kingdom of France; while want and dif
trefs, operating' upon a proper-slifpolitioD of mind, rendered tbe inhabitants fo notorious 
for .nqrping and impQ)ition, that their lOdgings, which might It.ve afforded them {ome 
tol.,.1IIe means of {upport, generally, through this caufe, remained unoccupied, al
though tlle purity of the air, the e"cellency of the IitU3tion, the quiet and 61ence which 
reigned there, .long with th.t pen'five pleafure which 10011: men derive from contemplat
ing the ruins of fallen .greatnefs, would otherwife have rendered it, both to natives and 
foreigners, one of the mofi delightfal places of retirement that could any where be 
found_ 

Th~ popul.ce of ;aris, notwithf'tanding the feverity of the late law againft riots, and 
.. the terrors to be QPprehended from the difpl.y of the bl~y lIag. began to give firong 

i mliC2 IOOJl.I 



LEWIS THE SIXTE 'ENTlf.. 

indiC!ltiODS of their difpofit\on to renew their ufual courf. of lumults, abollt the '!'ery time 
that their neighbours of Verf.illes were fo feduloWl y forcing themfelv., .jnto notice, 
and bad excited fo much fuJpieion and trouble. Whether a real fcarcily now lieg.n to 
prevail in the metropolis, or whether thofe who demud tnM'< infurrlllions IItrtjfayy h •• 
again recourfe to the creation of an artiEcial fami,ne, which had already proved but too 
fuecefsfol in the promolioll of tumuhs, the price of bread was one of the alligned 
ClIufes for thefe movements among the Parifi.ns, who inftiled that this etrenti.1 article of 
life, without any regard 10 the price of grain, or to .ny other of thofe eircumll.ncec . . 

which havc a neeeff.ry influence over the markets, fhould he unalterably fixed a Paris, 
at the very low rate of two fous per pound. The re.fon . hl ellefs of this demand cannot 
bDt appear very lhiking, when it is knowo. that the Parifians were, :It this tilllo. fup
plied with bread at 3 rate which would, celeris pal iblll, prove an expenee or lofs to tbe 
nation of two and twenty millions of livres • year. 

But the Parifians felt another caufe of difcontent, wh ich operated an.uch more gric
voufly upon their imaginations than the price of bread, however grievousthat might ap
pear. The proceedings of the court of Chatelet had given the greaten o!fence to the 
body of the populace. That court, having been confiituted by the National AIrembly 
:I temporary judicature, for the trial and punifhment of 0\1 treafons agai nrt the natiol; • 

• 
had. accordinglJ' proceeded through what, in England, would be called a cOUl,e of {bte 
trials. They began their procefs with the baron de Bezenval, the <ommandel" ·of the 
Swifs, whofe Life, as has been before fuewn. was with fa much difficulty faved from the 
fury of the Parifians. They accordingly watched the iffue of this trial with the fame 
kind of anxiety as hungry wolves experie,)ce when wailing for their pl'ey; Ilill flattering 
themfelves that the court would not dare to acqpit a man whom IIX)' had fa long and fo 
often condemned; and warmly hoping, that fo long and painful a eetration from aClion 
and &mufement as t bey had now endured. would be elofed by a fport ive holiday, on 
which the baron's mangled carcafe, dragged ill procellion through the Ilreete, ""d hi, 
head exalted 011 a pi ke) would renew a pleafing remembrance of all tbeir pin triumpbs. 

During his trial, the haron difplayed a degree of comporure, brmnefs, and refolution, 
whieh :Utonifhed the bebolden; and repelled the aceurations preferred againfi him with 
rueb judgment and fpiri' that the court could not, either with regard to jnllic., or to 
their own cb.coaer, poffibly avoid acquitting him; at the fame time, that tbe fupreme 
contempt wbich be fhewed for any danger tbat might accrue from a due difcharge of hi. 
mllitarrdatie., feemed to over-awe eVen bis enemie.. It i., bowever. to be obferved, 
.that ~ Swig caDtolU toolc fa fpirited a part in behalf of .their perfecuted commander, 
that it w .. thought the National Membly did not wifh matten to be carried to extre
mity againft him; fo that tbe ,ioielltC of the mob was .pofiibly the grcntefl danger whick 
lie had to apprehend. . . 

Althougll 



REIGN ott 
, 

A>1't'hollgh the court had' not yet pronounced fentence, yet every. body being now corr
villced of hia acquitt:ll, nothing could exceed the rage and indignation of the dif.ppoint
ed IlOpulace, who confidered the bealled benefits of the Revolution as nothing but de
ceptions, if the majelly of tbe people were to be thus flagrantly infulte4, and their au
thority grofsly invaded, by attempting to llrip them of their inherent right of fummar), 
an~ execotive jullicc. They, accordingly, determined to force the prifo.\ io which Be-
7.ell'Vahvos .l'onfined by the Chatelet, and to exhibit in his perfon a memorable and bloody 
inihnce to mankind of that inexorable jullice By which they were guided, the execu
tion o( w\r;ch Jhould not be prevented nor diverted by any laws or by allY authority. 

T he twelfth of January was the day fixed upon for the 3CcompliJhment of this glo-
rioos defigl1 ; and the expectations and cruel hopes of the rabble were rifen to the highcll 
point at which they were capable of arriving. But they had loll many ot thofe advon
tages which had contributed to their fuecefs in their pall confliels with the court, and 
wcre now wa~ched with a degree of vigi13n~e that almoa precluded the pollihility. of 
furprize. Bailly, La Fayettc, the National Atfembly, and. in a word, every part of go
.. mment, became malle" of the w.hol", d~fign, before it could be carried into execution; 
and .11· ado~ttd fuch ",e.fures 3S feerned beft calculated for its prevention or defeat. La 
Fayette .Cled, upon this occ.fron, with great vigour, diligence, and elfeel; but ooe c.ircp.n. 
Itance in his conduCl elOCited gre.t (urpTi?e, and afforded no fmall rOOrD for fpec uhtion: thi~ 
was his placing.th. fecurity of Paris, and the prefervation of,hertranqllilliiy, in the hands 
of that ve.y. militia who had before refufed to,repel the viQ\.ence of tbeir jtllow·citizms, 
the mob, inllead of entrulling them to the regular ft.nding-fQrces, who rec.eived conllant 
pay, and of whom the late French .guards formed fo confpicuou. apart, Nothmg.could 
be more flattering to tho · militi.l than this diflinelion .a.nd mark nf unlimited.con6dence. 
in :i cafe of fo .nuch Luppofed daoger ; they accordingly aeltd their part inimitabl y well .. 
but nothing eould be a . more galling. affront to the regular trooEs than this preferencel. 
givcn to m n whom. they dcfpjfed. 

Tliough the immediate ddigns of the populace were 11IuI o.errlirowo, yet the .apitaU 
continued in . · fbte of ferment and tliforder for two 'or th'ree days. CabOl!' and ·meetings . 
were continually t:lking place, and all.the pall indications·nf mifcbief were. ronewcd, and 
fcemed to.:r,ppenr in ilronge .. colours than ufoal. The V'erfaiUiaas were again.Juppofed 
formidable, .nd.thonf.nds nf them. were.faia .to. be mixed /with the P2rifians. Mi(chief. 
of every kind, and accompanied . with eYcry degree of horror aocLruiDI were generally< 
upeeled; and-even. thofe w.ho, were beft informed, conocived. fome gteat and dreadful 
evem.to be near.t hand. The acilloeratea.were;.as ufu3.l charged w.ith. being the au
tI.ors of, this evil, in their-eodeavours to carry olf the king, and to bring about a couo
ter-revolution It would only have expofe<l a ll:raoger to mockery or (u(picioo, if he 
had attemEted. tcdhe.w the glaring iJllprobabHity. of • coalition or alliance fo . mooftrous 

and, 
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and unnatural, 3S that fuppofed to 'have been formed between the roy,lifis ""d the r,lIble 
of Paris or Verf.illes, who feemed, by fome inherent in(\ina, defiined to be their mor
tal and implacable enemies. At the fame time, it was openly f.idon alllides, that the 
king's life woyld be the immediate f.,crifiee to any attempt to refeue his parfoll; and 
that the whole royal family would probably pariih at the fame in(\ant . All foreigners, 
who had any knowledge of the former, and even very late, charaaer of tbe people. 
were a(\onilhed at the eoolnefs and indifference with which the imrnolation o f the Co .. -

-r"'ign, ·inIach a cireumfianee, was publiddy talked of in all eompanie., froon the highell: 
(0 tbe lowell:, as an aa wh ich of courfe mun take place. • 

In the mean time, La Fayette and his militia, by a well-timed exertion oC vigour, ex
tinguifhed the com bullion in Paris. He fuddenly furrounded at night, a body of ele
ven hHndred of the mutineen:, who were a{[embled in rhe Champs ElyjirJ , tlVO hundred 
of whom he made priConers, and Co t errified the re(\ that they feemcd to th ink thcmfelves 
fortun.t. in efcaping with their 1ives. On fearching the prifone.., tney wore fo und to 
be well provided with powder and bal1, made u/' into cartrielges, but not n lingk muG<.eo 
was to 'he feen in the whole party. This put a (\01' for the prefent to noClurnal oncct
jngs, qs well as to riots by ilay. Yet (ueh wos rile genius of the time for the fahrication 
of plots, for the difcovery of mylleries in the mon. comrnan and obvious occurrences, and. 
for the belief of the moll: incredible fables, that this -wadI-i ll inGlled upon, and that by 
men neither del'titute of knowledge nor information in other reCpeas, to be the begin
ning 01 a grand .ril'teerat ieal plot, deeply laid for tl.e fubverfion of tre eonCtitution and 
preCertt government. A troubleCome quefiion, "owever, {!ill rcrnained-ro' be folved, who 
thofe immediate inflruments of the plot, thofe aCtual riotors, were I With the 'evi~ee 

of two hundred prifoners before them, this fcemed a quell ion ealily .nfwered; but it 
would. be too much to {uppefe the -patriotic ParHians the authors of fuch a crime; and 
aNo ihe VcrfaUli.ns, bendes ·that they h.d borne·their full flure of reprc.:ch .lready, 
they wore ~o",e.r neighbours-to boar the whole -burden -of infamy. In th is difficul ty, 
the term of B,.iga"ds, wbich hod alrcady anf\V~ed Co excellent '. purpofe, in de(\royin, 
the fcatsof the nohility, luckily occurred; hut,:u if queflions multiplied in proportion 
as they were reColved, it I'till remained to be anfwered, whothef. Brigands were 1 If they 

-were men, like othen, and not totally imaginary beings, their exi(\enc. migh t Curely be 
identi6.ed -",ith cafe. The only folution that could be found to thi s que(\ion, was fhe 
(uppofitioo that ·they were compofed of Germans and otber foreigners, who had come to 
Paris for. the purport of excitillg-tumults, in ord~r to {acilitMe rhe execution of this 1I1-

compreherllible plot. 

Bezenval being acquitted, and cltpartea io -farery from "Paris, fhe Chatelct now ven 
~urtd upon 3 talk whieh before woutid have fecrued pregoant with infinite d'flger-the 

,trial of'1he prince of Lambere, the .marefchal Broglio, "nd [ollle othors of thofe principal 
3 P a fugitives 
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fugitives wHo lrod long been .ccufed of that fuppofed 'plot, {or the defhuClibn of the Citr 
oI' Paris, and of the National Alfembly, fOI governing the kingdbm entirely 'by !be 
fword, and placing the monarch ill a fiate of 1110re unlimited defpotifm, thall even the 
worfi of his_prod.celfors h.d polfdfod"or attomllted, and whieh had laid the bali. of the 
Revolution . ill the preceding: month of·J uly, as well as of.1I its Cubfequent confrqaences, 
to .the prefent day. As the event of thefe trials feemed 10 include, in no fmall degree, 
the granJ (Jac/tion on the neceffity, jufinef., or litoefs of the Revolution, which derive.l 
il' birth .from this prettnded plot. fo no caufe could be more int.refiing. or tend to nifc 
Jlublic cxpeClation to 3 greater height; aDd the feveral parts of it had been fo long, fo 
often, and fo I>oremptorily repeated and .([erted, that i t W3I fuppofed fueh 3 body of evi
dence as nothing could rcliO: or controvert, would now be adduced in its fupport. But, 
to the in~xpreffib1'e afl:onilh.ment o~ every body, excepting, perhaps, thofe who were in 
the immediate fecrtt of things, no evidence beyond conjeClllre, inference, vague reports, 
and Itearfay eonvellfations, appeared on the fide of ' he proftcutjon; fo that the plot was 
lliH invol.ved in its original obfcurity, and Brogljo, with the other fLJgitive., wtre, of 
oourfe, to tile great difeontent of the Parillan" acq.uitted of the crime of lize-na/ion_ 

To reconcae Dr account for the various eontradi6lions :rtld inconfi{\encic·, .which ap-
pear in the conduCl and .Clions of m~, will ever be founa, in many eafes, a matter of 
extreme difficulty_ Allthough this bulinefs undoubtedly fiood fore moll in point of im
port~nce of aU thofe which had been prefcribed to tbe cognizance of the Chitelet, yet 
has it becn furmized, and that not on we.k grounds, that the principal rulers were ct
Ircmely avc(fe from h.ving it brought forward; indeed they cOllld not but wilh, that the 
weaknefs whioh flOW appeared in fo e([ential a pomt, through the total fail ure of all evi
e1enG. In its fupport, flloulel not have been thus expofed to all the world. It was, pro
bably, imagined, that this was an aIF.ir which-bore fuch frrong appearance of dOlnger, 00 
whatever fKle it' was examined; that the Chatelet would not venture to meddle With it; 
alld it lVas pcffibly intended, that no great apology lhould be «quircd to julHfy the omif
fi on . Be th;,t as it may, the Chatelet foon became an objeCl of cOllfiant abufe with the 
ucmocrltical writers, and was treated wjth 3 coldnefs nnd indilferehc~ by the Alfembly, 
which ftrongly indicated that it' new power$.were not likely to- be lafting. 

1t walll .. fec'm as if this. fiate of things produced, in onc inlt:lIlCt, a difpofition to tem
poriu, anu accommodate matters to the occafion. in, that court, which ill-accorded wit~l 
the high charo!ler of honour and infexible integrity, which .. through a long courfe o£ 
p,n years, it had, in defiance of power, fo jullly merited, and fo often nobly fullainedi 
T.his was ill I'he cofe of th .. marquis de Favru, who was accured of h.Nlng formed a plbt 
fhr.aIr,ffinaling fome of the Jeading. patriols, with a view to fueilitate the 3ccomplilb
ment of ~ fchcmc for promoting a counter-revolution, and carrying olf ,h. king. Tlu: 
cvidouc.e .gaiu/l: him was 10. weak_an defective, th~t it has-been compared ~h that 

lIIhicb_ 
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49hich -hos heretofore been received, and brought fo much difgraee upon the courfe ofl 
legal jullice in England, in thofe unfortunate periods of her hillory, , hen T itu s O.tel . 
:lIId fimiJar villains were "llowed to flourilh, and Cuch men as JeH.,ies were the difpen
ren of our laws. Fu ... s was condemned and execute.!; and this ullfortunate ma" wa 
geoefOlly confidered as :t vidim dellincd to be a'peace-o lfering to the Parifial1s; in the 
vain hope of reconciling them to the lor. of thofe others, on which their defire was much 
Blore ftrongly Ji xed. 

Monrieur, the king's brother, 10 whofe houlhold F.vras had formerly belonged,finding 
l.imrelf publickly accuCed, by the populace of }'aris, of being concerned in the plot; 
Ilnd the editor of • delnoeratic poper having h.d the .ud.,city to alT.rt th. t a 10.tI badt 
l!ecn .dually negociated in his n.me, for the purpoft of railing money towards the exe
cution of theconfpiracy, thought it necetrary to repair to the Alrembly of th e reprefent.
tives> of the commons at the Hotel de Ville, where he add,..,lred them in. fpeech, in which , • after notici ng the audacious calumnies that had beel' .dvan!ed to his p .. jud:cc, hc C.lid, 
that hc thought it his duty, as • citizen of Paris, t o come into the midll of Ill S fellow
citizens . in order to explain the nature of his conncdion with the mnquis de Favras. 

; H e then told them, th at h.ving occafion Cor a Cum of money to dcfr.1Y the expence of 
h il houfllold, f.vra, had offered to procure Ijim two million (about eighty. three 
thouCand pounds fl rling) from the Dutch b,nlee ... ; which offer he accepted, and figned 
bonds to that amount. He expretred hls conviaion, that it wOlllt! not he expeCled he 
Jbould julliCy himCelC from any participation in an enterpri..., fo inf.molls as the confri
ncy in 'luellion-; that hi. public conduct, and hi~ we ll - known Centimenu, would place 
him above .11 fuch Cufj,iciona; he bad always maintained that the authority of the king 
ought to be the bafi. of national riberty, as national liberty IV'S the firmeli Cupport of th e 
king'. authority.-He n.xt wrote to the Atrembly. to apprize them oC the flep b. had 
deemed it necelfary to take; when it was propofed to reC.r the matter, for immcdiate 
conlideration, to the Committee of Rcfe.rch ; hut this propor.1 was ovcr-ru led, ~!l the 
fuggeHion tll. t it would be more r.Cpedful to regard lhe honour of the king's brother 
as inc.poblc of being injured by the breath of oalumny. The matter was, therefore, 
tlifmiLred. 

It was a carious circuml1:nnce, and worthy of notice, that the conduct of the Chatc
et, In the conde .. nnation of Favras, inllead of .nClVering the end propoCed, was o(loally

\'eprobated and condelnned by both parties ; and that that court was overwhelmed \ ith 
fuch torrents of reproach, rulhing from all quarters, os it had never hefore experience.l, 
in the eourfe of its exillence. Convinced, .. they undoubtedly wcre. of its jullncfsr 

the jadgca did not fink nnder the weight of the reproach, but fecmed deli rOll s of retr icv
ing their ch.raaer by the vigour with which they profceuted the cnquiry aft~r the aa
thots of the plot, murders, and intended malfacrt of t .IC fixth. of Oaober; being thofe 

worthy 

• 
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"Worth)' .citi7lem, who h~d been I'el,rcfented by tbt uemocralic.:&1 writers as totally illoo
cen t-of all crime, :md as :laing.purely in thoi r own defen ce. Not content, however, 
with lhi, illfi3nce of independence and fpiri t, as if it were to aftoni a demonnration that 
the love of jufiice W:IS the only opr.rative mot i-ve of their lCliollS, they entered deeply and 
wil'h the ulmoR carntfillefs inl O t h:!t, qvidcnt ly, 11100 critical and dangerous bufinefs, :Ul 

enq uiry into the condull.. delign!. :tnd proceedirtgs, of the duke of Orlc~ns. and of 
Mir.lbc3U, who ::aa mS ;'Ipparcntly 3S his in Orument, was in fna the Jrllomer of every 
th ing t hat th .:wed genius in his pl;'lns.:md that W Cllt beyond cunning in his projr.lh. It 
required no in(piration, no;' eveu mu ch f:agacit" to m\'C feen, .that whether thefe en· 
tjulrics came withi n the letter of their infiruc\ions o r not, they ·eo l)ld not at all a~ 

.cord wilh th eir fpilit and ddign s li :md were widely diffe rent from the plolrpofesto whiah 
l hlt court owed ils tem porary infi-i lution. They were. ,however. permitted to procea~ 
to a cer.t~in decent ~nd conliderable length in this import:anl invefiig::atiou; until. ;:It 

'lrngth, becomi ng toO troublerome. bring ing m.m en to ligbt which it Wa5 t he in tcreft of 
the fa8.iou$ denpgogues·teJll' involve in d::lrkners. and t he prefcrvation of thofe :appear. 
:UlCC5 which h :lI! operated to their inOit ulion being no longer necetr:lry. their poweu 
were luddenly withdrawn, their enquiries !eft ullfini ihed, and the Chatelet was for 

,ever lajd ~y. 

In the mean time, the ki ng's firmners in reje8.ing the propofed vifit ana ('O:a'i tion, was, 
through means or motives which h:lve not h«n made public. at length overcome. it il 
not to be fuppofed t h:1t he could be tota lly indifferent to the menaces againft his 1ife 
wh ich were continually thrown out in cafe of any :lttempt to refeue hi s perron , '(an 
event that ·m ight poffibly t.lke plaee, w ith out his knowledge or eoncurrence, in the pre .. 
fent (bte of temper and dif(,.'OOtent ,",'h ieh prevailed through fo great :1 part of the nation): 
lmd eon fide ring his rcmubble affeClion for the quecrH lnd h is chi.ldren, whofe livcs. he 
knew, hung by the fame thre::ld with his own, it is not to be fuppofed but he "':loS 3sdeeply 

affeCted Oil thei r account :as bis oW'm Perhllps .tho reprefc:ntations that were mw to 

SI A contempora ry writu obfcrves-Jt T tt;. trial i5 MIl """' (, /llf' .u I~ RM../IMj We ~ins Is the alii, Frenctl
I , I,,~n in his domm,ons who C:mllo( bopc to have jullice done h im ," M. MinbeJu pretmdod thai it wa. tho olUed 
of the Cl,:'~let to ",:Ike ufe o( ttl. ".rne, in order to brinl tboo Revolution to trbl , (~j.'" Itt f'- .1. ~ 
II.) _M;I':I\003u lem>d the ollich l ifllbrnutlQn fiW *I)lill'ft him by tl'" attoruey-s, nenil .likI_The r.me writeI' 
(1I , . _ " It w,J be fOllnu tlult t llia lri:LJ he;un by the CilJ.telel W;If nothins mewe tha" a bUlbPI' r~"'I) ern: 
"I'loyd hy I,.a FJycttt. J. check Ilf'Oll the Lamelh,. the Barnues, lbe d'AI,uWon., tho Minbtaul, Ind all 1M 
.. Orlun.' flll\iun. A gret number of r roof. Inti depofilioru h •• thctefO" been bi:rincod to IIItTII ; but they wiU 
.. one li l Y ~Vpear, when tho hour of ve",e",," fb:.1l h.ft arrh ed. I muft .Ifo "ttn.rk, lb,t tbel (peeie of mil". 
"!hr. a1Jod (M~rm inceUMllIy randetl the ft reea: and publie place. of Plril, durill& tlle trW. He publiekl1 
., tl edated Ibat IN .... .. rift, Jo '" ... 10110 __ ,""';",u u. II. 411W'J."-ludot:iI Minbcau w;u fo we]1 t:OIIrinced of 
.. , hi, .bUl!y to render the IIl'()Ccedin.p Qf IhG C"'!elet ineffi:lCt~ tlat he boldly arrcrttd ill the National AIr.,. 
blYJ that-the wjtnc lres would fiy rOUllet than the l)arUcU(C1.Ircol--JourA&i PoIitiqut, "to tOm,Hi. p. '" 9!J)t. 
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biOI. of the good confequences it would hav e, as to th e g.neral welfare and tranquilli ty 
o~ the kingdom, might have operated as another powerful motive. 

Whatever were his motives, the king appear.d fudd en ly at the Nat ional AJT'embly, on 
the fourth of February, where he compl<l in.d of t'te attempts ,.w lieh w.r. m.,de [0 funke 
the balis of the n.w confiituti"n, and d. c1ared it to be his delire, that it 'Ihoul<l be un i
Yerfally known, that the monarch and the rcprefcntntives of the nation were ul1,'ed, 
that their wifbes. were the fam.; that he wou ld dd."d th . t cOllllitutionol !oberty , the 
proociples of which the gen .... l wilh, in concert with hi. own, hod conrecrol.d; and 
that, conjointly with the qu.en, he would early form the hcort and the fent-ments of hi' 
fon, for that new order of things, which the circulllfiances of the empire had introduced 
and fanaified ". 

As foon as the king was withdrawn, the AJT'embly voteel an addrefs or thar.ks 10 him. 
and perceiving at once the d.cp difmay and conlle[nation with which this unexpecl.d m.a-· 
fure fe.med n.arly to overwhelm the minority, they inllanlly detenuined to take .. dvan. 
tage of their confulion and afionifhment, an~ immediat<i y iJT'uecl • decree, which, ill th.t 
l!ate, none had the courage to oppofe, and by which every mamher was ohliged to take 
the new-devifed civic oath, under the pen.lry of being cxcludecl from giving his voreon 
2ny' occafion. This tefi w.s of fueh a n.ture, th.t they h,d re.,fun for conceiving it 
would prove clreau.l in purging the Alfembly of mofi, if not .11 of thofe, whofe nam .. 
or ~ounten.nce they no longer wanted, and whore company they no farther wilhed to be 
troubled Wilh, The Alfembly d,en decrted • general acldrefs to Ibe provinces, reminding 
tbem of all it had done for the fake of public liberty, laying before them wh,t il ' pro
pofed farther to do, and holding out proper re.fons and arguments to prepolI'ds them 
" againfi thofe unfavourable irnprcffions which evil-minded perf on. were CJldeavouring 
.. to create ;unongfi thelll >I," 

By this. e);traor~inary proceeding, which certainly betrayed an extrcme facility of dif. 
politi on, and. a moll ardent delire to promote the re·elhbli lhment of tranquillity ond or. 
der, the kin" without gaining one new friend, Jofi many of the old, and much of the 
con6dence and conlielcmion which he held with all, The Alfernbly hid lately palfed • 
decree, by whieh all perrons, of whatever religion, were declared eligible 10 .311 ollice, 
and employments of the fiate; and by :mother e1ceree th.y .bolilh eel t".t,feud.1 princi. 
pIe, which attached inf.tmy to the defcendants of' perfons executer! for cr'mes; • prillci 
pie originally founded on exceUent mOlives, the hope and expefution of preventing. by· 
the inJIueocc of honour aDd family-alreaioD. the commillion of crimes, but daiJy be-. 

" 1.alI •• d, p .• ~ •• 
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coming more inefficient as the times be~me more corrupt, And therefore higbly proper 
to be ahrog.ted, as it made tbe innocent faffer for the " ices of the guilty, without any 
adcq aate return for f uch a departure from the common rules of juflice. 

The fpirit of anarchy and violence', which Ilill prevailed in the provillces, and which 
'Was evinced in the cxecution of fummary jullice, fo highly gratifying to the mob, in 
·" .. ious places, and in tho plunder and ddlruaion of man y of the remaining feats of the 
nGbility, induced the Aifembl y, in .ddition to the riot aa before noticed, to pafs. decree, 
which made the municipalities refponlible for every damage which might come frolu 
riotous aifemblies of the people in .ny part of the kingdom. 

The Aifembly "ext refumed the affairs of the clergy, • buGnef. which they jufllycon
f,dcred of the higheJl importance, as their en.tes and property w<re to fupply that pledge 
,"(1 fecarity which were to be offered to the nation for the difcharge of their debts, as 
-well as to make good the current deficiencies' which arofc from tbe failure of p.yment 
.of the remaining taxes, and the tot.llof, of the mofl procIuaive, which had been gener . 
ally repealed. 

On the thirteenth of February they [upprel['ed a\l monaflic eflablifum~ntl for ever, 
,and confifeated all thei r lands, .!Jowing, h~wever, the prefent friars and nUDS to con
·tinue in the obfervance of thei r monaflic vows, graoting them a fmall ftipend for their 
fublifience; and to the nuns the privilege of not being removed from the CODvents they 
~ccupicd, without tbei r own conlCnt and free choicc.-We are farfrom' ftandingforward 
as ,advoc.tes for a mona/lic Hfe, fully fenlible of tbe abufes to which fuch inllitutions 
are expofed, and of the inconveniences which mufl necelf.rily refult from tliem, we fuould 
'have becn the firli to commend .ny rational attempt at impro,ement, or even fuppref
>lion. But to attack, by force, lhofe rooted prejudices, whicb were imbibed from educa
t ion, and confirmed by habit; to tear the hoary reclufe from hi. long-loved fuades of re
tirement, anel throw him on the bufy theatre of life, where the confrant purfuitof far dif
ferent occupations had difabled him from playing his part ; to take l,im from a litoa ion, 
,;n w"icb he was exempted, by an ample revenue, from the Deceffity of direaing his at
>tiOl~ to fublun.ry concern., unlefs for the purpofe of relieving his fellow-creatures, 
(with thc means for whicb it fupplied him), in order to place him in one where the pi
tiful [ublifience allowed him by his plundei'm mull necelfarily impel him to fiudy alltbe 
dittle arts of economy, and to fuut his e.rs .gainll thofe forro .. , which he w.s DO lon
ger able to footh<: by hil charity-to do tbis, and to expofe him likewife to tbe coo
tinualtemptatiolls which the world bold. out to violate thofe folemn oath. from which 
11)(j,· effortS to .bfol~ him were impious aRd vain, was to exert a fpecic. of authority 

s u!iwall'antiible and .:ltrociolU ai any the annals of dcfpotilin (xhibit. 
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Had the National Afi"embly, in th is inltance, ~en fwayed by motive, of lIate policy 
--.and very powerful moti~. does fiate policy afford to the difcouragtmtNI of monanic 
inltitutions-they would have proceeded in a very different mauner; th ey would not 
have begun by the (ubverlion of I3ws which long prefcription had rendered refpccbble ; 
they would not have dared to aboiijh thofe fabrit's which the piety-mij7aktn piety in
deed l-<lftheir Qncellon had raifed; they would have aCted with a moderation and pru
dence more fuitable to the motives by which they were inAuenced. It might probably 
Jlave been wife to prevent the reception of any new noviciutes, and perh.p5 to ll.VO left 
it to the option of every mank, cither to purfue that courfe of life to which he was ac
cultomed, or to quit his COli vent, :md mingle with the world, with a "enfion adequate t() 
fecure hi. perfeCt independence . In that c:ne, at the death of a friar, his portion of the 
monaltic revenuc might hove been 'J,plied to the ufe of the frate-provided no heirs of 
the original benefaCtors to the convent appeared to clai m it-and thus in the ('(lurfe of a 
few ycan, without violence, without cruelty, and without injunice, every rational pur
pofe of improvement would havc had its fuJI effea; and the mon.neties, at length, 
have been totall y fupprdfed. But the National A!rembly did not evell profefs to be 
guided by any Cuch motives : relying -Coldy on the .uthority they h.d ufarlled, in ex
pref5 con tradiaioR to the inltruCtions of thofe Crom whom they derived their pol itical 
exiltence, they boldly avowed their rapacious intentions; and only 'attempted to jultify 
this violent Ceizure of property over which they had no legal controul, by the IIccdlity 
of removing incumbrances which they themfelves had contributed to augment. 

By this arbitrary and unju lt p,ocecding, they drew down upon themfelvcs the m:ue
diCtion5 of thouf.ndl, whofe blellings they might eafily have {ecured; not only the im- . 
ruediate objeas ()f their perf.cution mult have imprecated vell!:eance on their headl, but 
"the numerous being. who, Crom their vicinity to the fupprefred monalteries, experienced 
their benefici.l inAuence ;-friends to the poor, the monk. difpenfed their chari ty with a 
liberal hand; the helt of landlords, their lof. mun be bitterly deplored by their weepit r; 
tenants, who have, doubrleCs, felt, and feverely roo, thetr change of maners; for a com
munity can never have fo many motives to oppreaion as individu.ls; and the "allied mm, 
into whore hands the greatelt part of the ecclefiallical property was moll likcl y to fall. 

-are, of all defcriptions of men, the mon difpofed to av.rice, tyranny, and extortion. 

As the bufinefs of the clergy was now brough t nearly to a conchfion, .t lea ft with 
'1efpeCt to faa, though not entirely as to time, we /hall purfue it to the end. In the fuc
-ceeding month of April, the A.!fcmbly completed their plan. They voted away, in pur
{uance of their prior refolution of November, all the territorial po!rellions of the church, 
dellioing them, ill geoeral, but not fpecific, -terms, to the payment of the public debt: 
TheyaBigned to the eccleliafiic., in return, certain fixed penfion •• barely fufficicn t for 

· tbeit- exifience; :tlth~ugh not in any degree Cuilaulc ttl their pan habits, condition, or 
3 Q modea 
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modes of Hving, many of tliem being of the firn Camilie,s in the kin\:dom, and long ac
cunomed t~ affiuence. The A!rcmbly, likewife, at this time, began to i!rue to the credi
tors of the nate a new kin,1 of paper-money, under the name of affignatiol1s, that i~ 
AjJignots, on the eoolifcated lands of the cburch, which were to be the general fecurity 
for all the paper thus i!rued. Hence 6riginated that inundation of Affignats which have 
fince deluged France and the neighbouring countries ; and ."hich have excited the af
tonilbment of Europe, through the extfaordinnry ey.ertions wbich they have enabled 
her to mak,. 

This paper currency was ill'ued, chiefiy, to f.tisfy, in the lirR inRance, the demands 
made upon them by the ' Gaiffi d' EfcomplC. The fpoil of the church was now 'become 
the only refou rco of all th eir operations in finance; the vital principle of all their poli
tics. It was necell'ary by all, even the moR violent, means, to put every, individual or.. 
the fame bottom, and to bind the nation. in onc guilty intercR to uphold this act, and the· 
authority of thofe by whom it,was done. In order to force the moR reluctant into a. 
participation of their .pillage, they rendered their papercirculMion compulforJ in all pay_ 
ments. The general t~ndel1cy of th.ir · fchemes to this o,.,e object. as a centre, and a 
centre from which afterwards .11 their moafurestadiatc, is a circumnance that deferves tho 
minuteR.attention . :All the inconveniences ariling from tlic fudden introduCtion of a. 
llap~r currency-foon fwelled to the cnonnous amount of fifty millions Rerling-may 
be ealily imagined, and have, indeed, . been ably depicted hy men highly competent to. 
judge o( its efFects. Nechr exerted his utmoR inAuence to prevent the adoption of a 
meafure which he coniidored, as equal1y.defiruct.ve. of public credit and public conveni
ence. But the. plan .. w ... too.deeply.laid to be eafily (rultrated: to facilitate the fale o£ 
eeeleiianical plunder, .was a matter of great importance to thofc ralb demagogues, whofe 
pernicious meafures required the moR txtenf,ve fupport. Every purchnfer of church. 
property muR naturally deem his tenure precarious, and mult know that the only fecu~ 
rity he could poll'efs muR be derived from the National AII'embly, whofc decrees, there. 
fore, he became iuterelted to fuppprt. Hence numbers of . new p.artizans was enfured,. 
and .. a fyRem oC tyrallny upheld by a fyRem,pf plunder." 

M icaheau llil.d this robbt:.ry o( tbe'cllurch, and the con(j:~uent fak of ' its 'property 
(or the I1romotion of which .the new paper currency was created, un il!flrumentfur.1 ,,!Iii 
;.Ia Revolu/io,,; judging.it ell'enti;!l to the farety of the nelV.goverment, tbatthc mem-
6.rs of thofe corporate bodies who had been deprived or their o~es. and plundered of· 
their wealth, Iboula be H depoui/l' .. QujJi qu moindr, rayon d'ifptranre "."-It is worth X 
of remark, that this man, who had fo lately publilbed u fevere Philippic ag.iofitheem~ 
pelOT, ] ofeph the Second, fur lhe injuiUce of his c1aill\,on tbe ScheIdt, and in which h~ 

• 
SI J)j{OOIlrf.c d. M. Mir:lb •• u, Pl'. 13'< 16. . 

l'articI:lnrly 
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part icularly reprobated his conduCt with refpcCt to the plundtr of the monofieries anJ' 
convents in the Low Countries, had now, ill fo /hart a period of t ime. fa totally deport. 
cd from the feoti ments whieh he then .vowed, that, through the whole progrefs of the
prefent bulinefs, he was, on evory occalion, th e firongc11 and mofi determined leaJer in, 
or fupporter of, all the viole nt proceedings carried 'on ag,i nfi the French clergy . The
following quotation from t he tre.tife . bove mentioned will fen'e to illufirate this con
d(l\~t, as well as to jufiify the obfervation :- " The internal revolutions which t~e em
.. peror has efleCted in his dominions have been great ly applauded; but what a number 
.. of objeCtions might be brought againfi thefe eulogi ums I at leafi, the pancgyrifls of 
.. Jofeph .the Secolld ought to td l us whatjuflice they find in driving a citizen (rom the 
.. profcRion which he has embraced under the fonCtion o( the laws. 1 will tell then>' 
.~ plainly , that thert is as mu(h illjujiice in Ixptlling a/riar Dr n nunfrDm the;" rttreat, ar

" in tUrlling a pri~Qte indiVidual .ul if bis h,"fe. Defpi(e tbe (riars as much as yuu will, 
" btlt do not porfecute them; bll t abO'lJ' all. d. nDt r.b them; (or we ought nei ther to per-. 
U fecute nor rob any man, (rom the avowed atbeifi down 10 the man cr;dulous capu
'" chin SO!'-So much do men's fen timents v3ry with circumfiancest even i" quC!fiions of 
right or wrong, o( junice or injunice! q .. efiioll$ which it might be (uFPored did no 
~d'mit of .ny change of opinion. 

• 

.Notwithfi,nding the immedi.te difm.y produceo by the IMe aCt of the ki ng. in ap
proving of all the proceedings o( the N.tional A{femh ly. ,nd in diCclaiming and repro
bating all me.fures purfued in hi. (ayo ur. the ru ined p"ivileged orders (oon recoll.Ct.d. 
themf.lves, and innead of linking under that unexpelled blow, fcemed in a little rime to 
acquire '(relk activity ,nd new vigour. (rom a ch«k which had at firll thrown· them into· 
fuch vilible confierrultion. For though, in order to Ilrengthell hoth. IheY' wiO,ed to
make their own caufe common with that of the crown, in every attempt for the recoverr 
of what was Ion. or the prefervation o( what remained of their nat ural rights, yet .hey· 
~onfidertd their own difiinCt interen. as bei ng of too great ' magnitude. and too immt
eliote 'R iml'ort.nce, to bc. focrifi~ed -{Jl tbe weak!\e[s, errors, or fears. of their IIJraffi .. 
imprifoned fovereign. 

In t his fiate they n.tueally direCted their att~nt ion, in the lirfi ;nnanc>c, to-their own 
refugee prince. at the court 0 Turin. with whom they maint.ined, cJo(ecorrefpondence, 
p.rticul .. ly from tbe Southern provincel; but thefe ruined princes. who were hchohlen 
to nrangers for fuelter and fubr.nence. could alford no other me~ns of fupport or aRin
ance thall the l ittle. which might poffibly be derived merely frolll their names and rank ; 
while this fouree, weak ,nd confined as it wo uld have been at ben, was fiiH farther nar, 
ro.~ect. ~nd reduced almon to nothing, by the peculiar unpop~larity in w.hich the t ./h, 

~ See Mitabt \I.', If Doubts IOl1ccnains th, Cree Na"iptloa of the Scbeldt.n In&liib TranJlatioJl, note to p. I 0.. 
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nefs and in;pruoence 1)f the count d'Artois had very unfortunately il\volv~d that prince. 
The alarmed and dinre£re~ nobilitYi however, did not rell: here; they are {aid to have 
been ince£rant in their applications to an the neighbouring continelll.1 powers for their 
interference ill delivering their king, and in .Ilifling to elhblifu in theirwrescbedcountry 
fome jufi alld equitable form of government, ,which, ullder the fanClion of a limited an,1 
w cll-rt gulated mon.rchy, might put an end to the prefent horrid fcene of confufion and 
.n. rchy, while it ./Forded l iberty of perfon and fecurity of property to every order and 

,.cl afs of the people. 

But it happened unfortunately, with refpea to the c.life of the difirelred, that Europe 
fe ldom has been, through a long coorfe of years, in a fiate lefs capable-of a/Fording the 

:{uccour llOW demanded, or in which the minds of the people, or the di(pofitio(ls of the fove
reigns, w.ere lefs calculated for undertaking any enterprf'Le, than at the prefent. The mad 
ambition of tIle emperor Jofeph, under the iJl/luell,e of the everlall:ing power alld vall: 
defignsof -Rulli., to which,hehecame fo wretclled a dupe, befides tbe ruin and fpirit of rc

·volt which it fpread through his own' cxtenuve dominions, hod, in no {mall s1egree, de
Tonged the g;neral fyltem of Eur4pean politics; for, while fever~1 fiatei were watching 
with apprehenfion and diimay, the dreaded evils, which' the farther progrefs and Cuccefs of 
the dangerous combination bet wee II tnefe two mighty empires were capablc of producing; 
while .11 fpiri! of adventure was thus e/FeClually reltrained in · the celllre and North of 
Europe; tile court of Spain, fo c10fely united in blood and alli.Dce with the king ,nel 
government of France, was. at this critical feafon, when tbe exifrence of the great and 
parent frock of the Bourbon Jine was more ' than' at frake, moft indufirioufly involving 
herf.lf in a ridioulous fq".bble with,England, and was wantonly and blindly ru/hing into 
o'contelt which Ihe was totally incapable of fufrailling. On tbe other fide of the Medi
terr.nean, the king of Sardinia, befides his being by nature a peaceable prince totally in
difpofed to war, was not, from the ftate of his finances, of his army, of his fortreJres, or of 
any of the leading requilites to fuch a .decifiou, in any condition to haUlrd the experi
melli , eyen fQPpoiing that his own4i{pofitioll bad . prompted him ever fo firongly to the 

.meaCure. 

Under thcfocircnmft.nces itfo happened, that, fcarcely in any age, ancient or modern, 
'whether among refined or half-civilized nations, any fimilar body of men, 'fo fudde!uy 
,illvolved in the molt pitiable fiate of degradation and ruin, ever excited fo.little fronp"thy, 
or ever met with fo cold and forhidding a rcception, as· the French nobility experienced, 
upon this occafion, in all the neighbouring countri~.. They were, nlmoll: without eX
ception, every where beheld with J prejudicedalld malignant, rather th.n • kind and bene
volent, eye; ~nd, even while th~y yet ,po1rdred money, found it dillicuIt to procure 
fileher. · -

.jut 
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Buttbe overweening confidence, the haughty and impemus bnguage. with Ihe 'precipi
tate determinations of tbe National Membly, were futly competent to the creation of eDe

;nics abroad AI wFtI as at home, wbo might otherwiCe have been friends, or at I ',indif
fer nt Cpe6l:albn. In tIIeir rage for the total overthrow ,md abolition of the feu.IlI fy'
tem, they h:..t paid as little <regard to tbe righu and interells of foreigners, as t y had 
done ill ill caCes with rcfpeCl to thoCi of their owh nobility and clergy. The duke of 
Wirtemberg, the prince of Deuxponts, with many other German prjnces, both fecular 
:lnd elXleliaflical, held gre.t porrelliollS in AIC.ce, and othcr province., wbich France had 
heretofore wrefled from the eml,ire in tbe days of its troubles and difl:reCs, and whIch thefe 
princes held by tbe f,une original tenure that they did tbeir other clbtcs more immediate
ly at home. Tl,eCe feveral difldas, with all the anciont right. appcrtaining thcrctq. 
wue, in the year z6 ... 8, after the £o.!cible trlllufer of paramount dominion by 31'1n. h.U 
already taken place, fanher fecured, confirmed, and gu.t:lllteed to the porrelrors, in the 
firongefl manner, by the treaty of Wellphalia, to wb,;ch France berCelf was a conrt:l _ 
ing p~rty, and from wbicb alone /he could deriv~ any legal title or claim 0 tbe province 
in qucllioll, of which theCe fi\laller liefs compored a confiderable pm. "Y"ct'tb~re right .. 
fo autbentical\y confirmed and guaranteed, had been, without the fmallell explanation 
or ceremony, total\y fet afide and fubvertecJ. by tbe limp\e decree of a new body of men, 
'Wbo bad arrogated to themfe!ves the mon unlimited poweroOf denNaion, while a cap.. 
tive lei",. in violation of treaties by which he walOperfollaUr, and 4i. country ~hrouglt 
him direaty bound, and in direa contr.wiClion to his own opinion and advice publickly 
communicated to that body, was c:osnpeUed, mon unwillingly. to givebisfauaion toth} 
violation and wrong. 

It hat already been thewn what indignation wu eKcited in tin: 'National A1fembly. 
jufi .,.fore the king'a removal from Verfailles, upon receiving hiJ letter, in which be 
had ventured to expofiulate, in the molt gentle terms, l\lpon the iml'a1icy and danger, II 
well as the a~grant ~njunice, of tbis, and of fome other, of their aa., which had been 
then baftily decreed; it b31 likewife been thewn, that :It ten o'clocle at night, in tb.e 
midft of tbat dreadf"l tumult, in which his life Wal expofed lO danger tbe moft immi-. ' 
nent and immediate, he as obliged, without comment, explanation, or referve, to give 
hia fanelion to thiJ decree, as well aa to tbat wruch elloblifbed and confirm d the Revo
lution, aDd to aU othen which were then ~n readillen: upon thi., as well as upon every 
occafiou in wbich tbe {ubjea was at all mentioned, tbe National A{J'embly aJf.aed to 
treat the rights and claims. as well 31 the perfonl and condition, of the foreign princes, 
witb the snolt ;nCulf'erable contempt; nor did their great bond of right and Cecurity, th, 
treat,. of Weftphalia, wbiq. is conlidered as the Magna Charta of the Germanic em
,pire, and llolden by tbe Germans as little lefs than facred, meet witb Qny greater refpea. 

Thi. occalioned a ,eneral outcry againl1 tbe French, and particularly .gain~ the con
,Qllct..of their Membfy, in GClIllany; while the injured princes, no leCa irritated per-

S R bap., 
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h ~ps. by the .njurious treatment they had receJ~ed, than by thei r immediate loffes, 
were inccfi".nt in their apl'lic:ttion9, both indiviaaally and colJe6tively, to the Diet of tbe 
empire prot.6tion and rcdrefs, The Diet took up the bufinefs vith.great fpirit; anJ 

the untoward ftate of public alF.lit. did not yet alford IClfu c to tbe great wen 
ire to take ruch an a6ti ve thare in the .bulillefs al might gi immedi te efli.-

caFf itt proceedings and intention,: it was by no ~eans the lefs fenlible of injury, 
~lId of -the infult thereby olfered to the whole Germanic bedy, Indeed the could 
n Ii view, with an eye of je.loufy and fufpiciDn, new French gOY rnment, 
'Wbich llegen it. camer by a IIagraht violation o~ pub faith, Df the {aceeu 
treaties I by fetting the general opin iona and laWI of maoltiacl, defiance; by be-

aying :I difpolition to dUrolfe or 1111 thofe compaa • ..... 
laaclllecn conJiruaed as mound. for ~rvat>oo of their t'A1~~~ 

"n111. from the habit of givin, a t6eA aad IIIlhounded fCo)pp,~t::~~~r~~ 
... ad arrogant longuage ; .. P!cUi1Iing all ~attel'lt howc~cr fe 

ticJ.entire'iy correfpol)d with tlleir owa idea., ot dire6tly fuit '·L-'-
8laatori.1 and jleremptory mode of proceeding, in all points c~trti~~~,ri;;;;i;;~. 
pale nd manncr-, wei'o "nd extcnCive war, 

confc'juencu that mock molt in<lufilri 
•• !l~llfenlbl,·' llItbat' a4 .net 
._4Iirlt ,..id ta propriety of bnge. ulct ,<toe I if the remir,lau 

.,1I1,d hem obferved,by duly eumining and confldering the 
'oeb'lrg8ti,ons of treatics; and if the refult of Ihi. enqu iry 

relllllperifation to the former the of their feu·d. 

an indemnification to 
IV now paft: in~ 

and in Ibis tern: 
/hewed a ftoicai 

,illll~ible dignity 

Nos 

• 
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Nor IV'" the National A(fembly more fortollate with refpeCt to the gO" emment of the 

French colonies in the Welt Indies, than it wa in its t!'anfaCtions witlt loroione !', ' • b • 

though it mult he confeifcu.that their failur.: in this poillt was mo,e owing to lhe preci-
IJiUTIcy of it' rcfolulions, and its want of caution, and of attention to local ircumlhn s, 
in c.rrying them into ldfect, than to any error in ,principlc, or clefeCt of j unice in the pre
mifes 01\ wh ich ijlcywere founded. The abolition of the flave tr.de wasorigill.lly int oded 
to form the b.lis of their proceedings in their eoloni.l an'angemelllS; .nd it cant,ot he 
too mUl;h lamenteu that. meafure fo trul y eonfonanl with every principle 0 j nie and , 
num.", Ihould h~vt been fa J'recipitattly and injudicioufiy condu ed:1 to produce 
confcquences fatal to the pro(perity and welfare of til colonies. 1n the dtbarcs on this 
(ulij~ M. B.rnave, one of the moft able leader. ''Id fupporters of the Revolution, who 
Went all lengths With the ruling party, obferved, "Th.t, unfortunatel , the, ighl of 
.. -men CQuld not apply to the Well-Indies; that if they en~c~vourcd to nl~;c the ap. 
co pll!:ation, they would loft their colonies, impoverifll their tradi ng .nd m.nufaCluring 
.. town', until the common people, grown defpemtt by the difJl'pointmcnt 6f their , 
.. ~ope., would be ready to fell themfelves 10 the enemies of the RevoluLion."-It 
muft. indeed be acknowledged, th.t, confi dered merely as • fubject of ft.tc policy, with. 
00 any reference to philofophy, or the milder fedmgs of humanity, the general de~l3J'a
tion of the rights of m.n, without any dillincti(m of country or colour, hy a nation I'of
feffiog great and extenftve colonies cultivated by' flaves, and Ilill determined to retain 
tllofe colonies, under a full intention of reaping all t he cll!1um.ry advantages from them, 
withoul prD'llitli"IIl"J fUbflilult! jDr lb. jlf1'l.les, " any inddm"ificaliDIi JOJ' Ibcir DWn{l s,j'" II .. 
lois filfi"ilwl hI ,;,. emalieipmiD1I if Ihofi jln'Vcs, mull ever be deemed. rJfll a$ well AI 

a bal\~ anc! iatllQrfident mealure; but neither thefe coofiderations, nor the eloquent :aci. 
l1IDI1itlol\t()f ~fe, could produce that (pilit of prudence and circumfpeaioJl ",itbout 
which the oft jufi and upright meafurcs arc fre<lucntly produelive. of ve,y ptII1~ 
cious e!Feels. 

A r. t)' had (or lOme time fubull ed in Fr.nce, under thc title of L' Ami tit N.;" or 
th riends of the egroel. which owed its origin to the (ocittie. formed ift En&land 
upon the f.me principle, and like them is'aed (ever~1 publication. i~ Fa our of Ihe op
.. ~ fdcan. which being injudk:ioully circulated in the Wc(\.IlIdi. ill ndl, tended 
to di/l"eminate confulion and difcontent. The planters had madn CQIIIpJ~i l1t to the king, 
long ~e(Dre the cQmmencement of bis tl'Qubles, of tbe gen to which hey were .1-

• ready ex~ofe and of. t he greater to which t~ wtre liable, u.rough the pr eedings of 
tllis focit ty ; but they we 0 &rievoully difappointed upon rec:civing (or .nfwer, .. Th,t 
.. he was &Iad to hear there was fath a fodely, aM that fom,c of his f~bjea$ had hu
r< manity enough to conllOl'n themfelv. about the fate or; the poor" grou; '-all an-. 
fwer which u/lieiontly tcJ1ifiW tbe goo f. of hi, hoart .nd the integrity of his mind. 
His mmil!ers, ho • held vcr "aiJferedt f~timents (rom the king upon t ,is (ubjee. 

'3 R ;l. • Calonnc 
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Calonne Ii~.r decreed conliilerable bounties to encourage Ind enereate the fl ave trade; 
and Neckar, who has b'een called the avowed child of rt ntim.nJ, philanthropy, and mo
rali ty, not only continued thofe bounties, but in a treatife, aboan ing oiherwife with 
precepts and [entiments of the greateft humanity, laid it down as an incontrovertible 
... xiom-" That the nation w'hieh feu Ihe example of abolilhing the flave trade, will be-
u come tbe dupj: of its own gencrofity "." ,. 

The exertions<of the filimds of the negroes, whether at hOlne or abroad, feemed, how
&vcr, to have-loft all confiderotion, and even remembrance, as foon aa the account of the 
Revolution at home reached tbe iOands, and the doarine. of univetfal liberty an,!' 
equality were promulgated among the coloniC\s. The beautiful ifrand of S.int Domin
go, the £ineft parta of which were covered with a numuer of the moft ftourilhing, rich, 
and happ.y colonies, perhaps, in the World, was the /irft, the greate{\', the moft Iafting, 
:md the moft deplorable vicum to the enfuing calamities. ' Though a contempt of all 
government arict Cubordination foon Ix;came general among all orders and degree. of men, 
yt:t the troo[l~ feem to have been among the £irft who afforded a praaic.1 example of the 
enjo¥ment of their new liberty. This was difplayed by be regiment of Port au Prince, 
in the murder ot their colonel, a brave ~nd diftinguilhed officer; who, ill open day, wac 
fbughtered. at the he~d of his regimen.. Single enormitie., however ftriking in them
felves, were foon loft in the general glare of the gr~ater which ",ere to f~ceeed. The 
colonifls, Jike the people in France, were divided into t·wo grelt parties, ,he royalins ana 
the republican., each of \~hich appearcd at different times .to. predominate; but the,great 

• prelfure of domcllic troubles 3Ild dangers ,excited by the new ftate of things too imme
diatel y affeCted thc planters, to admit of their yet m:Ufacring eacb otbe[ about tbe ROli,.. 
t ics of Europe. 

For tl~e prefent occafion eal1ed,fol't1> and brought into a fiate of great notoriety, a new 
ntce of men" who bad hitherto been little known or heard of, at leaft on thil fide tbe 
Atlalltic. '1'befe were the Mulattoes, a oumerOUl, bold, hardy, aud d.riog race; who, 
being derived from tho promifcuou&intercoutfe ·b.etween wbito men and negro women, 
"cre, by a J\range perverfion of bngbage, diJlinguilhed by the appellation of people elf! 
eolour. The much gre3ter part of thefe were by birth in the condition of freemen, with 
tefpea to perfon and property, but werc feeluded- b.y ' aw froln :my fil= in the ciyil go,,
Teroment, and couf0'luenlly from giving tbeir votes io the eld.\ion of magiftrates or de-

51 Notwilhftandin, the predtai.on of M. Noclc:ar, we fu\cerely 1\0,0 that 1!ngtllnd will reL that lxample , rather-
. hufin, to beloug to a nation, which, by confocratin, the priucJples or juftic:e and humanity, f'hall acquire tho ap
Jell.: lion or senero.., dupe" cban to,be momber or :I, ftatc, which, by eotounging a. rrattic !ou:nde4l.ft blooch,Ad. 
""lItlJh~ by ~Pl'r.flioD, ~.r.n~to be dilllnsgj1bc4 by ~ d_ .... tioA·far 010 ... iii, .. 1114 4ifIr,..1iI1. -, 

putie,. 
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puties. There now inGned upon a full pmicip~tioll of all the rights and pri'ileges of 
free citizens, ,.ithout .oy regard to the dirtinCtions of birth or colour, which, they {aid, 
had been formed in the days of defpotifm, dorknef., and iguor.nce. Jon th is claim, . 
which, according to fome, they fopported with moderation anf\ tcmper, but, according 
to others, with arrogance and intemperance, thqy were nrcnuoufly oppofed by the 
White" 

Both parties feot deputiel to the National Alfembly; jarring, contradiCtory, Dnd inex. 
plicit decrees, \Vere.fent 0111: fome of them were f.id not to b. undemood, fome imprac
tic.ble, and others would not be obeyed. The Colonial all'embJy was fufpeCted by thc . 
National of .iming at independency; and it was fa'id, that the planter. tal ked publick ly 
of coUing in the Englith, and furrendering the ifland to them. Some of the dr.erees 
were undernood by the Mulattoes to confer righta on them which the Whites would nor. 
allow them to polfef" and which the others prepared to wreft from them by force; and, 
unrilthis attempt was made, the .n1mof,ty and mutual abhorrence of the portie. was , 
~ncreofed to a degree feldom equalled. In protefs of time, commi/lioners well' repeat-
edly fent from France ; but thefe carrying out with thenHhe violent political prej udices 
which they had imbibed at home, and being gener.lly devoid of principle, if not of .bi
litie., innead of attempting to hea:! difFerences, thoy, upon their arriv31, depending upon 
the chances, which length of t,ime, dinance, and' the uncertain fiate of government in 
the mother country, might ploduce in their favour, only endeavoured to procure i,,"ne
diate power and confequenc., by placing themfelves at the heat! of fome of the contend· 
ing faCtions; anti thus ruthing, at once, as pl'incipals, in~o aU the "ge and (ury of civil; 
difcord, increaf.d, to its utmoft pitch, that confuliol1 and mifchi.( wbicb they were in· 
tended to remedy. 

It would far exceed the bounds 0(. general hiflory to give even n brief narrative of 
the trouhles which cnfued in rhe French ifl.nds ; of the continual difputes whioh arofe, 
and the Jllort intcrmi/lions of feeming conciliation which took place between the Whil •• 
and the Mulattoes; the malters and their fl.ves; the governon and the colollial afrem
blic., and between the Nation.1 Alfembly at home and the two Ian: without taking 
into tbe accouot the political (aClions which raged, and increafed the general cOllfuf,on 
and (u.ry; While evelY arrival from France was pregn.nt with new fouree. of difcord 
10 Saint Domingo alone, three different colonial alfemblies were chofen in three dif. 
ferent parts of the ifland, who,.l1 f,tting at the fame litne, were only dilUnguiibct! by 
tlleir endlefs contention. 

While the cOlooies were thus commellcing, or already in Ihe courfe of their dif.llroll. 
ureer, aod plots, confpir.ci .. , and infurreCtions, ,ere the confiant Ulpics of dif
coutfe at home, the fiate of the army, which had in a great lOufure thrown off oIL 

fIIbo,dio.tioll . 
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fubOidination ~ llIl difeipline, was a fouree of m'leh unealincfs to the National Afi"ombly. 
:nlC troops had heen guilty of great outrages in dilFereht parts of the kingdom; but tu
mu lt and outrage were things now fo common, that thefe might have palfed without 
much notice, if it bad not been for the uncertainty from what fp irit they proceeded, and 

f the poli ti cal fe nti men ts which operated on the foldi ers. Ptoper means were ufed to 
found tlac I)rinciplcs both of ollicers and private men, and the refult of the enqu iry was 
l ai d to he, th at Ihe former were very generally arifioerates, that is, true to thei r oaths 
and the principles of monarchy ; but th at the fol dien were fo gene..,lly well difpofed to 
the Revol ulion , to which they conceived themfelves indebted fot arl augmcnption of pay, 
Dnd an exemption from thofe renraints which ton Ctitute the foul of militlry difeipline, 
nnd might wi thout much difficulty be fi rml y fecured to it. 'fhis objelt bei ng according
ly attained with cafe, tbe army hecame, like Jhe nation, divided into two great p.rt ies. 
But the means they ufed for gaining o( ftcuring tbc foldiers, however nece{[ary it might 
1I."e been on the prefent oceafion, had the ill eilell: of den oying all Temai"s of fubordi
mlion in the army; the foldi ers, fwelling with th e importance which they found hey , , 
pofi'e{[ed, and t hereby fecure of fupport and protell:ion il\.all cafes, now added contempt 
."d pally anilDofity to that difiike, arifing only from averfioll from comm.nd, \fhich they 
had before cntertained for thei r officers, Such an .rmy was little calcudated for public 
defence, or contention with a foreign enemy, however it might, tbrough the very excef. 
of Its faultinefs, . xccod all others in t1,e "eculiar fer vice of over-awing .ud controlling 
lhe' difaffelted at home ; cfpecially in a ltate of things, where tbe end w.s generally al
lowed to jllfiify the mc.ns; and .as of violence and ou t rage were fcldom enquired 
into, if they were committed on the right lide of the quenion, or uoder the influence. 

• 
as it IV'S termed, of truc patriotiflll, 

A ch .,nge which now took place, or which had rather been gradually growing in the 
difpofi t ion and fentiments of the people lince the c"mmcncement of the Revolution, 
however dangero us or fatal it might prove in its future operation or confequences, afford
ed, for the prefent, the greaten nrength and fecDrity to the new fynelD, which it coul4 
poffiblyobtain. This was the violent paffion for fovereignty, which ealily fuperfeded 
the weaker defire of liberty, wh ofe pofI'effi on appeared as nothing, when placed in COID
parifoll \~ith the ch.rms of that feducing enchaotrefs. This pallion wa. not confined 
to any part icul rorder orcl.fs of men, but fpread likr a cOllt'giol\ through all ranks of 
the por,ulac. in C\ ' ry par t of the kingdom, and r<n,dered them as ae.lous p.triots, in the 
COlO1110n acceptation of that term ot the time, that 's, as anllioDs and as violent fup
porrers of the prefent fynelO, as the National A!I'embl y themf. lve!. 

From the beginning of the troubles, this fup",me authority had been continually ex
creifed without fcruple or ceremony, not only by thofe fmaUer or greater commullities, 
l" ho cnrri ~d the appearance' of acting in a public cap.city. but ve~y ,generally by mere 

individuat., 
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individuals, or by any .ccidental colleaion of th em, whether brought together in thoe 
purfuit of priv.te revenge, or prompted by the general defi re of plunder. In a word, 
the exercife of this uncontrouled authority was holden to be not onl y lhe criterion but 
tbe eJrence of freedom i and, by degrees, its continual praaicehad led not only the brg ... 
difhias, but even fmaller communities, in a great :neafure to confider themf. lv •• , and to 
aa, without any fOrln al .Jrumption of the nall1e, os dif! ina republics, though' conn. Cled 
by fame fort of federal union, the nafure of which th ey took no trouhle to e"'Ju ire into. 
They, however, confidered the National Aaembly as a nece{J:"y Icgiflati vc and exec u
tive head, for the purpofes of preventing difcord among the Ilumberlefs p'rtS. of ronduCt.
ing the public bulinef., including the management of the revenue, and of cOllcentra ti ng 
and direaing the public force; while, with all thefe high powers, they held th ~ t body 
to be ultimately fubjea to their general and [upreme controu!' Upon th e fnln e princi
ple, and under the fame impreffion, every aCtive citizen, if not everyone at large, !lOW 

flood high in his own ellimatioll, as heing one of the many millions of joint lovereignll 
who ruled a great empire. 

Thisgel1eral paffion for rule in the people, and opinion of its being a righ t, fo fubvtr
live of . Il government, and not lef. Incompatible with th e principles of "rcpuhlic thln a 
monarchy, having been brought infO being ami ~ by circumllance .nd occmon, was 
nourilhed and follered, not only by the new doCl ri nes promulgated by the Natio nal 
A./fembly, but, perhaps, Hill more by th e new and Ilrange language which it heeame 
falllionable to ufe in that body ; the majelly of the people, th eor fup re me authority, 
their uncontroulable power, tn which all things mull bend, and even the princ iples of law, 
juflice, and right give way, heiog th e ufual flowers of fpeech wh ich adorned every ha
nngue, tbat pretended to any merit, or afpired to au y pr.ife. The c/l"cCl of fuch lan
gil age continually refounding in the ears of a people already maddened by the ve ry doc
trines which it conveyed and confirmed, may be much more eJuly im;,gined.than cx
preJred. III faCt., popularity being the idol to which the writers and orators, not only of 
the Affelobly, but rhroughout the kingdom, paid their conllan t and moll fervent devo
tion, all thei r writings, and all their fpe.ches, were <Ii reCled to fl atter tbe popu lace, Jud 
confequent,ly te"ded ' to cherilh and increafc this-d angerous phretny. 

As the defire of rule . nd fovereignty i. inherent in the human breJll, and among th e 
llrongefi of all the poffions that infen it, it cannot he w .. ndered at, that the petty but 
numerous poueJror. of new and unexpeCted power, Ihould determine, at JIJ even ts. ro 
preferve fo invaluable a treafure, and Ihould trembl e at every .pprchenfion of its lofs. 
This coale fee ~be apporent bulk of the nation, or at lean the aCling part of it, to a 
man, in one common interel1: and bond of union, which, however fragile all o:hcr t i •• 
might prove, carried in its nature the appeara nce of indiffolubility, and Ibe cauf~s which 
produCed it could never ccafe to operatel Tbe mofi uninformed of thofe, who were thul 
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n"ldenl y·curt't. or, as they deemed it, Mo/? with the polI'effion of power. eould fcareely avoid 
' pel·c.iving. t hat no other fyJlem of government upon earth than tht prefent, could or wonld 
have endued them-With fuch an authority; and every man accordingly found himfelf im
medi.tdy bound, by the moft captivating .nd il'l'efiftible motives. to ftlppott and defend. at 
~I\ rifque., and in defiance of all pcril$, that lbite of things which procured him fuch un-
fpe.bble ('appinefs, . 

The real or pretended 1'1011 and confpiraciet, al well as the foreign dangers which were 
unceafingly holden out, along with the real ..... gue. and fOtile illdufiry of the refilef. and 
ru ineo royalifts, who were eagerly grofping at every /h.dow. which feemed to indicate, in 
the weakeft degree, the moll delufive hopes bf recovering their rights, excited the greit
eft poffible alarm among tbofe people, <who were now in !,olfeffion of all the fmaller divi
{jon of po~'er and authority, and who deteronined to maintain what t er polI'elred. The 
province<Qf Brittany was the /irft that fet the example 'of alrocialing. arming, and form
ing large hodi~s of men, in military array, with.n alfumption of government and ap
pcar31lce of armies, for the defence of the new conftitution ag-dinft aJl ils enemies, fo
reign or dolnefiic. This example was fpeedily followed by its neighbours, particularly 
.the provinces on the Southern f,d"* and in a little time became general throughout the 
kingdom. 

Thus was produced that elCtraol'dinary difplay of the might .nd greatnefs of France, 
the glories of wh ich even ,Rabaud. with.lI 'his eloquence. his redundancy of expref
fions, and hi. almoft inexhaullible ,fiock of new-coined words, drawn from tne Revolu
tion-mint, feems at fome lofs to defcribe in terms fufficicntly fplendid ;_lthough he 
tells us, "That the eanh feemed to bring forth armies;" that " nothing was to be feen 
.. any where but ""ttalions of citizens, who', alfembled in thoafands, were {wearing to 

, .. live frec, or to perilh: the clang of arms. tbe military mufic. the banners floating in 
.. the wind, the delightful fentimenls of brotllerhood, which bount! fo gn:at a multitude 
.. to One and thc f.me caufc, 'all awakened in their hearts the enthuGarm of liberty I" 
and that .. France beheld four millions of men in arms upon her pl.ins; million~. con
.. fcious of their firength, and well acqliainted witb their rights ~·." 

, 

And yet. notwirhllanding this terrilic muller-roll, which Teemed to hold out deliance 
to the united force 'of mankind, there arc the ftrongefi grounds for belieYing that the 
number of the difaA'eCled throughout the kingdom was at I.aft equal co tllat of the fup
porters of the new fyllem; fo that the fQPpofed four millions of men in arms mull have 
been a grofs ex.ggention, as the general' population mull otlleTWife 'have far exceedeil 

,MY rational elliPiate that ever was or could be made of it; without obferving, what ... 

luncc 
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fUlee evideotly ~ppe.red, that the kinguolll did not poffefs :\1'11\$ fufficient for one fourtb 
of tbe number alligneu. For beJiues th e two groOl bOOies of- the lIohil,ty a",1 clergy. 
whofe difcontent was avowed. aU the late parliJI"Cnl' .110 magillr"t e. thro ughout the 
kingdom, with all the retainers and harbingers of law and j ulliee, in all thtir v;"ou. de
grees, (whofe members in France were fo prOOigiou., that a true eflimJte of them. if it 
could be made, would :JPPC:lC incredibl-eJ werc.~ to J m:lO, excepting between one or two 
hundred country lawyets, who fat in the National Affelllbly, totally .dv.rfe and ho llile 
to the .new government. Thi. bouy w.s doemed fo (orlOidahle, that Rahaud fcems to 
confider the men of the l.w-the appell.tion by whi ch -he .doffed them in the grof.
among the moll dang~rous enemies of the new conllitutioll. To th efe wore to be added 
the workin g manufaCturers throughout the kingooJD, whofe .... ulllber 10., very con(jder
able, aml..whofc ddlrdres were n O,IN great and general; nor, pcrh;1pSt wns the mlmbcr of 
laborious pO Ol' in the provine"" much Itfs, whofe familieo could «a l'er ly have exiG"d in 
any man tier, but (or the IOIi('ri ng hencvolcnce ;\lu.1 bounty of theil' lords, who were no \..
either ru in«1 01' ahfellt ; and of the clergy, who wert in a Hill worfe Il~te. To all thefe 
mrght be addt:d an immenfe number 0 olhers, ondt:r v:Jriou5 (h.!fcripliol1~, w;}ofc loU"es or 
difappoin tments had lcndered them unl.appy, and confequently din'Jtisfied with the pre-
Ient Ilate of afFairs. . 

The unrxpeaed difpute between Spain ano Eltgbnll , on the Nootka·Sound buunef., 
which was a matter of furprize. as well from its fudde nll cfs as the inlill"iJic.nce of tIe 
&.Oufe. t<> all Europe. interrupted; in fome oegrec. the proceedings of the Nation.1 Af
'fi mbly in the regul.tion of domell ic affairs and govcrllln.nt. The eOUI t of M.IlI, ill 
hav,ng. upon th is occalion. c1 •• im.d the affillance which France w;" bouno by tlte fJlllil, 
.comp.a to alforo. in cafe of a war. the killg fellt a melfage 10 the Alfcmbly . on the 
thir~eellth of M ay, in forming them of tj1e dif'pute, the <IJim, and of the great nl val pre
pJrations made by the Englilll ; at the fame time requiring thei, affill.nce, for the .'Iuil'
ment of a /leet of fO'urteen fai l of the line, to be ill reaoinefs to alliil· ill fulfilling Ihe 
eng.gel11ent. that,u utually fuhfilled between the two nations. ThougJl the >lI fw<' to 
this melIage was CIv il enough. but· guarded againfi at all entering into the fuhjc8, it im
medi.t elv gave rir, to a very interelling debate on a mofi important (ubjta ;- this wat 
the grand qucfil on. In whofe hand, ought tht pow r of nuking peace and war to be 
lodged I-The delute w., fupported with gre.t warmth for feveral days; tbe democratic 
party in(jlling. of cou lfe, that the power in qucftion ought to hevdled in the Affemhly, 
whi le their opponents mainuined the nccellity of (dering it to conti"ue where it I"d 
r~mained fince the hrft foundation of the .monarchy.-Onc of the latter !lave a gre.t tum 
'to the deb.,_, by telling the Aff.mhly ... That if they took tbis power to themfdv.s, a 
~. battle would foon be fonght in the middl e Of their hall between Spanin, piJll rcs alld 

... Engli lh guinea •. "-'J7hi, Iholr.e had great .8:.8, and contribDted to a kin.! of com
-promife between the parties; whicb .at length . 011 the fecond of May, produ~ed a decrte •. 
h which it was determined. That the right of making peace and w.r was veiled ill the 
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nlltion :-1'hat war Ihonld not be refolved upOI1, hut by ~ deeree of the N~tion3.1 Alll!.n
bly, .hich deere Ihould be made on th e explic,t notdical ion of lite king, al1ltbe ufter
wards fan6lioned by his m.jell y :-That the care of guarding th kin9dollJ from external 
.uOlCk., of maint.in ing iu rigtll£ and polT.mons, wa delegated to t h king, by the con
flitot i!>lI; to him alfo were.entrulled the m.lintenallce of political cooneaions abroad. , , 
the conduCt oJ negociations, t he appoin:mcnr of a,"halTadors, the power of raili ng ar-
rn'ments and making prtp.rations for war, in proportion to thofe made by neighbouring 
1I01e8; Ihe power of di(lributing the fca and, land (o(ees, as he might judge proper, "ud 
of direCting their operations in time of war:-That, in cafe of nofiilit), impending or 
aUuolly hegun, an ally to fupport, or a right to preferye by force of arm., the king 
Ihould be bound to give noti fication thereof, without delay, to the legin.tive body. and 
to malte ~nown tbe caufes aod motives thereof; .nd, if the leginnive body were not fit
t iog 'at the time, i,t Ihould immedi.t ely alTemble:- That every declaration of war 
fhould be made by the king of tbe FreDcb, and in the name of the n. tion • 

• • 
• 

There were fome other d aufe. included in the decree, one, indeed. of gre:t impor-
t:>nce. wbicb, in the name of tbe Frencb nation, renounced for ever all conquelh. and 
confequently all wars leading to that obje6l. If this excellent refolution had been .d
bered to, it would have produced a mofi happy efFe8, through the favourable illlpreffi~n 
wbich it w~uld have made upon tbe {entiments of man kind, and particulady on !.he 
neighbouring fiates, witb Tefpea to the wirdom, moderat ion, jltllice, and peaceable. 
<li{polition whi h predominated in tbe nc.w government; which all Europe would th.en 
fi nd itfelf interelled in fupporring, and wh ich the mofr remote nation. could not' avoicl 
r~g.rding with refpea and admiration. ' 

In fupport of the decree by wbiclT the right of making peace and war was taken fro~ 
tile execut iYo power, and ve(led in the leginative body, it was oMerved, tbat to involvo 
n:>t ions in war without their confent, by tbe e)C.ercife of prerogative. was one of the 
greatell abfunlities that the annals of defpotifm ' could exhibit; tbat the generality of 
wars were produced by the refentment o( an individual, the caprle~ of a king, or the lo
fluence of a miuiner; that where a war was to be (upported by the live. and property of 
t he people. it was equa lly conliftent with jufiice, reafon, and humanity. that the people 
Ibould alone be allowed to judge when it was proper and ne.elruy' to commence boflili
ties; that the adoption of a contrary fynem would encourage tyranny and fancHon in
ju(lice; and, finally. tbat a reference to tbe bifiory of tbe diffi:rent ... au tbat havt been 
waged in all monarchies, allcient and modern. would demonflrate the truth of tbefe aC
fert ions •• nd cOllfequeotly eltablilh tbe wifdom of. the decree. 

On the other hand, tb.t tbe right of making war lh6uld exclufively veft in the e,.e
cuuve' power bad. till this period, been allowed by :>.11; our own plUlofopher. Locke. in 
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'!lis tre.tife 00 governments", h,s de.rly demonllrated the w;Cdom oC this right ; .nd 
whoever maturely reAeCls on th e fundam ental principles of mo,urchi.,,1 lIaltS, ilion .c
knowledge, th.t it is eo-cntial to thei r wel f.re, iC IIot to the;" exinence. The odvocates 
tor this doCtrine in France ObrerVl'U, th. t it w.s the duty of the A rr.mbly to he gui'led 
by tho will of their conllituen", e lfe they could, no longer be deemed a Nat ;onal Alfent
bly; th.t when their conllituents decl ared, in thei r inllruCl ions to th eir diO.rent depu
t ies, ,hat lhe government Illoul,1 continue to be monarchical, and pur,,, mQnarchical, they 
ccruinl y Ille."t that the k,ng {houlu referve the right of Ill.ki ng peace and wor.-But 
th e i nllruCliOI1S w<re 110t confined to fuch goneTOI terms : many of thcm partieulorly 
a<iverted to 'he prd<nt"luellion. Thofe of the nohility of Arr.s contained the follow
ing p.fi'-:e_ H The States G eneral lh.11 d. cbre. th nt 10 lb. ~illg 6"ongl Ihe ,xcli/iv. right' 
co if making prau or war. and the difrolal a"d J iCcipline of lhe ar,I1Y ' •. "-Thof. froul 
Bas V,v.r"i. I"d-" The king. a/lilled by • counci l of \Vor, {hall difl'ofe of the tr!lops, 
., al his pltOfU' t, ror t ht' pUI poCe of eX'ernal "ift1f"?',"- The in firuCl ions from E VI'CUX 

oblerved- " The pl cn" lIde of the execut , ve power comprehends t11, ,.;[hl if mntill! 
" ptar. or war, and nil lrra tll ' «I .,tiv,' thereto. together with the diCpoC.1 of the public 
" lorces for the defente 01 ,lte" t'on •• nd thc fupport of lhe I. w. "."-" Let it be de
" creed by the St .lles-G.n ".1"-1.'0 thofe trom t he conl mon. of Rouen ,,_cc that in 
U CJfe a war {hall occur duri l1g an adjournment, prorogat ion, or "iffolu tion of the 
.. St, res," (wh i c ~ lufficimtly proves that t hey ~id not mean the right of making war 
Illoulo ven in the State,) .. the tnxes {hall be raifed one or two foil in the livrtj whic\l 
.. augmentation 111311 he denomin.ted the war-t.x."-The fame ItrmS ore employed in 
tnofe of the Th,rd- Ellate, or com mons, of the Cotentin ".-But th • .,leClors of Paiis, 
the very feat of Jtmoc:racy, ond the very fou ree of democrllica] prin'!:iplt., IVere Ilill 
more expre/live Jnd pree,fe, os well with regard (0 ~c(cntive as to olfenlive war. They ' 
{.id-" In cafe 'Of a defen liv e war, of invafion, or honile attacks, the king, as the depo-
" litory of the txecutive power, will adopt the mon uecifive menfures for the public 1'1'0-

" tdlion; and, in this cafe, as in th at of offo'!fiv, war ticdarld bJ Ih, ~i"!, the States-
to General fuall meet again in two mOllths "." 

If the other in llruClions took no formal noticc of this mon.rcllic.1 prerogotive, 
which the kings of France had enjoyed, w ithout interruption, for fourteen centuric., 
it w~, becaufc they d:d not imagine it could become ~n objeCl of doubt or conten.tion, 
and ir was therefore never dirculfed by any of thofe elellors, .But linee the jullice of 
the principle was acknowledged I>yall fuch as adve rted to it, it has heen ckelllcd fair 
to contider tne fileDce of tbe reft as an .cqui. Ceence in the determination of their lelloll(

citizen •. 

~ Chap. Ii. It Of the tqiOative, executive, and federativo powez;!' ,0 Arral, Cahim de JI Noblofl"o, P.7· 
" teem, Bas--VivUti., fol. n . ,. Jeem, Evr.os, p. 6. 1J Cahic:n du Tier,·Eut!.le R.oucnJ Irt, 55. 
t~ c,.tUcn du T1Cn.-£tat du CotentiP. manu/en". 15 Cahiert "'" Tier~Btn de Pari. txt,. 1#IIfll, p. ,+ 
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The enemies to the decree in qucnion farth . r obfer>'ed, thaI the jl1riiceof' tliis priQci. 
pI e lVas, at lid}, acknowledp;cd by the Airconbly itfelf, and that at the moment when it 
declared, that thc Frrncl\ go.ernment was' .nonarchic.l-th.t th~ fupreme e'Xcel1ti¥e 
power was placed, exclohvely., in the hands, of the king- that he had tho command of 
~1 1 the lea an d land forces-th.t t he clUe of watching over t ile extcrnal fQfoty of the 
kIngdom, and of m;int. inil1g its right. an<1 polrelIions .. \~JS delcgated fo him : when :( 
declared this, it'in f.8 decreed, th at if the·fafety of tl ~'ffate, or the defence of its rights, 
/hould requ ire a ~ccbration of war, it""" th" king's duty, to make th>! dec1ar.tion-; 
that if ':lny treaties lhouM be requiGte eit her for the pre-vention ",r torm ination of a w.r, 
it wos hi s ploce to conciude them; t h.t the army , of which he w.o. the juprtfM 
btlld, hcillg de/tined to preferve the kingdom from all externa l.tt:lcks, it w.O' hi , duty to 
employ it for that purpo re the moment it Ihoujd become neceff~ry , and to decide w hen it 
would be proper to exert the fupremocy of the c«ccut;'ve power, which was entrufiecl to 
him, th.t t he fi.te"might receive no ioju.y, 

, , 

Thefe con{equences, it ~a., .ffirmed, were Ib natutal • • nd ' fo .intimattly conne8 ed 
.... ith the lirfi ~ecrce, of the Alrembly, that by .reparat ing them they deftroy~d with one 
h.nd wh"t they bad created with the other, In ,w.hat-it has been alked-doe. the exc>
cutive power conlin, if not in the ripht, of exerting . l1d direCting the publ ic f1:rengtb ./ 
Doe. not war conGn in a8s, of force and violence? and can the legiJbtive body have 
an y thing to do with a8 •. of th.t defcripJion? To fay that it was the king's . place 
cltry 011 • war, but that the power of .deciding whether it /bould be carried on was vened 
in the.legillative body, was to,feparate. the a8 froln- the will, in a cafe where there could 
be no interval , betwe~n illcm, .nd ,which reqlJired that tltey- Ihollid .both' proceed from 
the fame priociple. When the n.uo n gave itfelf a chi f, when it entrulled him with 
tbe difpofal of its ' forces to ,be employed in its defet1~~, it certainly did not mean that 
other, /bould have. tbe dire.8 iod of thoCe forces! It charged him with the care of watch
ing over the public f.Cety ;.it tIierefore del egated to him ~very power that. was neceffar.,
to enable him to difchorge the duty th.t was impofed 011 bim; and it would be lbfu~ 
to f"ppofe 'that w~ it pnt.ar~s in his hands, it bound up liis wjll, and fettered ' his 
motio , 

But idOllS thus ' fimpic were infuJlicient to guide the condufl of. tbofe, who, finding 
themCelves, for the firfi time in their live., entrufted with the power of giving rulu 
to, an empjre, preferred the moll: abfira8 nocionl, made a point of analyfing every 
thing, diff.8ed all \hc pfinc.iple.s that were fubmined to their confideration, and often 
minook the diB'erent ports of one undivided wh.t. for fo many dinin8 obje8s, to ea<:h of 
w h.ich th.ey then laboured to affign a fcparatc. daCs 1., Thus, in their dj/renations on-

, 
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t he fuhjeCl of w.r, they dt fori bed four dilf~rcnt ri.hls' vi· 11 .. t of d'" , , . 0' 40 .-'" t;...t 111ft on It, 
propriety-:-that of preparing for ,it-that of declaring it -.nd th.t of carry ln;; It n I ,_ 

.nd fheCe rights, according to theIT fyirem, would admit of bein,; divicled betwoc" the de. 
lcgatetl reprefenl.tives, whoCe pro"ince it w.s only [ 0 dtlibet.J[c and the Cupreme de.lc
gate, who was dellined to aCl, But in reality, and According to the cufiom of .1111.tions 
in cafe of hollilitie., thefe four pretended rights ore all confolidated into one-the IVa; 
and the declaration of wor ore confounded together. alld even, generally, the forlller pre
cedes the latter. 

The AlJ"embly, thell: could not ercape. by mcallS of .IIY mel.phylical rul>tlety or dir. 
tinCtion whatever, the cenCure they deferved, for h.ving .Clod in contradiCtion to the 
will of their conllituent., and to their own principles, whell, .ftet acknowledging th 
France was goveroed hyl1 lIlonarch in veiled with th e plenitude of t he ex~rutive power, 
t hey deprived him of the right of makillg peace or war, 

• 
But independent of thefe ohjeClions, the decree itfelf has been atucked .s being re

plete with inconlillencies, in its context; .nd incomp,tible with the Cafety of the nnt,,; 
in ilS .lleCts. It h.s been m,intained, that that part of it which delegates to the king 
the care of guarding the kingdom from external .\ucks, of maintaining its rights and 
polfe/lions, os well as its poli t ical conneClions .broad, and the power of dillrihuting lhe 
forces, and direCli ng their operations, would lead .ny one to conclude, th.t it fecured to 
the king hi. right of making peace and war. For ",hat is meant by guardi,,! a)lalr from 
,,,I.rnolottocKs, if it does not nleoo to repe l every attack that i. made on it, .od even to 
avert an!,.impending da nger I How is it pollible '" mainlain Ibe righls and PifJi:fli'''s if 

---;, kingd.m, \~hou! going to war with wlloever-threoten. or inv.des them I How is it 
po llible I. eDT/dllll p.,iti I "(gDeiali.ns without the ability to foreft e I)r decl~rc wh.t mull: 
tefult from their fa ilure or fuc~fs I When they authorized the king ,. mok.pr.pa/'OliMS' 
for way, a"d d!flribtil. Ih. fla and land firas, as h. might judg. propcr-did not thct ,'rlre 
him to quit the ptaciflll liati n .ffigned to him, .nd to enter the Iills of wor I-and .. 
when lhere, would not the dillinClion between the one and t e other be reduced to " 
thread, whIch might, ill an ionant, be broken, without leaving time for .ny previolt. 
deliberation 1 

The particuJor inconvenience of ol>liging the king to give notice to the leginative 
body, before be could fupport .n .lIy. or purrOt hollile meafur s, hal been fucccfsfull 
e.pu(~d, W/t:K a glod us ltate of f.fety mun have been that of a v.1l ki ltgdom, by 
whoCe inll,t tltion It was decreed, thar, in rafl if 1;o/Iililill impending;r olluolt, b'glln, the 
k , n,~, Iocfore he was at loberty to adopt .ny me.llS of defence, mull con>ene the 

,.. ' _ 'on.1 AlJ"cmilly. if not fitting :t1: the time, and quietly wait until ill members-, 
tLi rleJ. over,o ~Xleot of territory of four,,,,d~!Veoty tboufaod fquare lC3guc~Jho~ld 

aultc 
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arrive at the capital I until its orators A ould have difplayed their erudite· eloquence I 
"nd until, leg native decree /houl • • finally. ~ ter mature del iberation, have been ilrued, 
well and duly ilinCtiol)ed, in order to decide on the propriety o~ 6ghting!!!-Wha 1'0-
"telltate would accept, .s an all y, th.t fh.dow o( • monarch. 'Who, when the affill.nce Ili
pulated Ihould. in o cafe the moll urgQnt and prelUng. be claimed (~om him. mult rel'ly
" The tlelegate. o( the nation are difperfcd over every varl of it; without them I know 
.. not whot r c. n do , either to .mlt you or to defend mvfel~; bu t h .. e p>lience; it will 
" not requ ire more than fix wee ks to coHea. around me:1 nllinerous ilffembly of curattS. 
" advocates, phyfici:ms, men oT teners , UfirOIlOl1ltIS. Inen of words, hancO: huibandmcn, 
" and prcluml'cu OUS youths, who all together. witho~t t Ile linallelt knpwledge of 1'0-
.. i itie,,1 conneCtions. the cogniz' nce whereof i. confined to myfelf, will foon h.ve dc
H tcrminrd, at a lingl e litting . I hope. unlefs the pre'lli~u; qIICfli." interfcre, whether lb. 
" rights if man permit us to go to w~r or not 1'." 

Ir has bet" contended. that. ridiculous as this may appear, it i. the necelr"y confe
quence of the decre.; which there is no poffibillty of jultifyillg, by a!ledgi ng .hot. in 
cafe of attack, the king Il.ould repel force by force, and defene! the Ita:e from in.afions 
which either threaten or enoanger it; it is. on the contnry, in the veU cafe of hollili
ties. impel1<ling or begun. that the ~~ng is bound to confult the National . ffembly; it 
is on the nntificatlon he mult gi . e '0 ,t of thofe bo(\ilities. that the legilbuve body has 
Teferved to' itfelf the power of oecicling whether a declaration of \Var i. to uk" plJce or 

not. rile . fth and fixth articles of the decree feule this poim beyond the poffihiliry of 
a dolvut e. Th. tifth d,·c1 .res-" That upon fuch notification being m"de hy the king, 

' f< if rhe leg, n.t iv, hody are of opinion that the commencement of ho(\il,ties was owing 
'!' to any moiconduCl o. miniflers. or .other "gents of the exccutive pOlYer, \"£ authar ot 
.. f uch "1:.1:' effion n. ,,11 he profecuted for the crime of LE2.£· N ~ n6N." Hence it is 
eviden t that the decree auld have no ,\Julion to ofl'enfi . .. hJ(\r1iti~s on the part of [',e 
.French govern men' : a •• d th.t thafe which were ordered to be notified by the king to the 
Alrem,.1 y, " ere holtrtrties ag.: nJl the kingdom, _ 

B u' -f..) , .nicle the fixth-" If upon fuch notification" (of an attack .aual or itn
pen.' ing, " ti •• leg. native body thall refolve that war ought not to be decl.red, the exe
.. cutiYe owe' Chall be bound to take the necclrJry meafures (or flopping or preventing 
.. all ki nd ot holtrl" y." What meafure. Can hi: alluded to,? It i. clear t he y are not vi-' 
ok,l< m. ar. ,ro. fine< they arc prcfcribed for the purpolc of avoiJing wor; they mull n eef
fa rily.lhere rc, he ",<.fures of non-refiltance, lDe.fures which paffiYely tend to r<fign to 

the "",' on y (he 0 j . a of conr~llation , If, then, the monarch had hegun by refifling, by 
.d I<:I)JlIlg the I'"U'..ffiou atw:l..~·d, and by repellin~ the ;'\U lon, he wOlild have takeil uy-

• • .. -
• ... 

-
• 
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011 himfelf to employ r'I'Itlfures direaly cOn/rory to the deeifion of rIle Afrenlbly; and the 
minifiers, wbo would .nf,ver with their.!i vesfor fuch conduCt, would .rrurtdly be very C"o
{al how. they odvif.d him to run the rilk. The oppof<r$ or rhe decree, therelore, thought 
themfelvt"! jufHlied in Jeel,rin • thar, occording to the tenor of the decree. the kine mull: 
remain. p:lalve {pea.tor of hofiili ties, imptnding r b'glln agallllt IllS people, tiU the 
Arrembly Ihould have time to ,"cet, to deliberate, and to decide. • 

They maillt.ille~, th.r however abfurd this migh t "ppenr, it was tbe literal fen fe, nay 
the 91l1y fenf~ in which t~~ decree in quetpon could bo ukcn. Here-fay they-is Dnother 
proof of it. The Alfcmbly declares, that th e nation rellounceS all ideas of engnging in 
any war with a view to conqueft, and will never employ its forces ag.inn the Ii berrie, of 
.ny people. Every body underltood by this declaration, that th e ";ttion .nnounced to 
the world its intention of never more waging·an olfenlive war, " and there is Icnfon to 
believe it '\':IS the intention of the .Arrembly to have it received in th is Ii ht; without 
which, and if it haJ only pretended to renounce.lI idtas of conquering and fubduir.g other 
nations, it would have been a vain a9d ridiculous bo.n, at a tillle when France was rnther 
in circumllanees to requclt that other powers would not take an advanuge of her fi tu ation, 
than to promife that fue herfelf would no~ .employ her anna to a bad purpofe • 

• 
Since, then, there was to be no 1Il0re olFenlive war, the right of making war, which tht . 

legilbtive body took .w.y from the king nnd arrogated.to itfelf, couTd only be the right 
of JllJking dif"!fi'lJt war; and if the king might fiill exert that privilege without the par
ticipation of the legillativc body ; if he could employ the forces of tbe Jlatc in defending 
Ihe frontiers, or ill affilling his allies when attad,ed, befOre th'~ leginative body had ne-

on t rietyof fo doing, he would parrefs all the righ t of making war whicll 
could now be poll. e . Franc~; confequently the famous decree wo~ld be wholy intig
oilicant and ufclefs. To giv~ iNlfy lignification, it is abfolurcly requilite rhat it: rlfea. 
lhould .be-agreeahle to the retlns of the decree-Io prevent the executive pow .. frolll 
,Cling, .. even in cafe of hoililities impenuingor begun," before the Afremhly have delibe
rated on Ibe fubjea. Thus, werr an enemy to e/fea a bnding in any part of the king
dom, and the commandant of a neighbouring town were to repel his attack, and drive 

• 
" HOWC'fOf real the dit\:i.na1on""'~f be bel'Yltet1 an offi n(lv.-a.nd I dcfC!nlivo war, lhero :l(' (0 many m. n' oC 

dll'pifmg the diAing\Jifhins charat\eriRics of eacb, and it is (0 n£l.Ial :a thine; to tran{pore them, in ;l!.\. Irhilr:lry man .. 
ou, ill the monlfeft* oC beUigeretupowcn, that whatlhelllltlonAl AfTelnbly hore (IlYI in (ho namenr the Frtncb na· 
tiDn rnay appear to be- or no ,realer con(cqucnec then ~1l tbore protcfiatiun, or tho (arne u lure which .ore anY~riably 
trnployed 1)y ,powers ar war, tn ordel' t() I,rove, that It is witb extreme regret they havo commenced boft ilities, ~n4. 
J'Dcl'tly ror the d,rence of their people .. AU nffcnfive wat being unju(\, were 3 mo~reh to acknowledgo h,lm/elf 
the ~. he would thereby load Marm. With ' varniOl of injuftic:c lhat (1'Hll't IJrove prcjlldic iat ro their (uccer .. 

is rca(on, (uen 2 fj acknowledimcnt is not to be found itt any dedaraLloll of war, and it u alway •. c:uy to 
avoid.-D .. C.UON»ta,p.,8I. 

• 
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lt im oIF the coate, hewould be guilt), of • crinlinal anticipation-of the will of the Alfembly; I 
the mioiftcr who Jbould direCt fuch a mode of proceeding, and the general .nd all other 
"gent. of the executive power who Jbould affift in putting it in ex cut ion. would become 
filll. -CYimina/s, for having oppofed force to force, .. nd confequently for having maue w.r 
without .ny previous ."planation, W~,hOUI • notification of the motives whicu led to it, 
without the fallaion OIld ,authority of the leginalive body. 

The Alrelllbly w.s cJ Ued upon, in cafe it O,ould dif.vow th.fe confcquenccs, cith .. to 
difJVOW tbe decree from whence they evidently refult, or elie to explain in what m.nner 
the executive power 'Could be .. t .once .aive and confined; how. Wilh iu h.nds tied by 
the prohibitibll to commit .ny aCt of honility, without the previous content of a del,
~crative body, it ould defend the kingdom at. mORlellt when irs frOllliol$ were attackea 
or threattned; .nd how mininers could be rendered refj}onGb!e for the ,,"" c caofed by 
an invalion .. gain n which they had not immediately .,mpl yed tbe mdiul y lorces, when, 
by the terms Gf the new conO i,u,ion, they wen- not p nnined to employ them, e,en on 
themol'l: urgent occaGons, till after they had cXl'lai"ed the necomty o( fo doin. to the 
reprerentati es of the nation, "Ind till alte thofe reprH.Iltative. had alfcmbJcd to judge of 
their motives, and had .cknowied;;~d the validity thereof? _ 

, -
The form of dtclaring war, in tb. name if tb ... ation, hal .lfo been attacked; in the Erll: 

phee it was needlefs, beeaufe .11 mankind mull know th.t every kin!: aas III the name of 
the nation; in the next place it hetra fed, on the part of the AIr.mbly,. srofs inconfal!encr 
of language and conduCt. They had before appla"ded the king for decl.ri:l!: that he and 
the nation were one; and now ,hey diftinguifhed the king from the nation, when engag
~d in combating its enemirs_ It is evieleHt that this .lfca.tion of changing tl~,J1 " J :-lipl!' 
which un iverfally "PI " ains to IOvalty, was intendecl to degrade tIll> .. ,v-ioa'ich, not only 

-' in the eyes of his {ubjeas, whom tht y wifhed to we.n .h A'.gr~'" from confidoring them-
felve! as fuch, but even in the eyes of thofe fore.gn powers with whom he lIlight form 
treatiel. Does the abafement of its ch ief. then, lead to tbe exaltation of tl e natio / • 
Wh t a prepollcrou! and millalten policy was it, "to wiJb tb.t the king, who governea 
them, might not be equal, even in exlerna l dig~ity, to th~ other monorchs of Europe 
If their philo(ophic Icgill.tors were igtlorant of the value of the re(pea: and conlideration 
of emp;rel, they at lean ought to have known. what one of their own members told 
thOttl, .. Th.t the royal dignity is t""be reg.rclcd .s a part of the n.tion.1 property""
and by what right did tbey alrume the .uthority of difpoH'effing the tlatien of tbat pro
.pert y 1 

By another artitle of the decree, ;t w ... decl.red th. t, during the whole ~urre of the 
. ...... r, the legill.tive body Jboultl h.ve the power of requiring the executive power to DC-
, . 

". Seo Mirabeau'. {peech, 00. tlle lOth pC Nor, r'900 

• 

• 
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gociate a peace, and the executiveJlower Ihould be botlnd to comply witl! roch tequcn. 
"Here, 'gain, the fame fitlgubrityof lIyle and incOI11iftCllCY of matter are obfcrvable. 
~ .. ·trhere i. fomcthing"-faya M. ae Calol1ne"-'~ extremely offtmfive, in obfe .. ;ng, 
' " even in the dccreei which are Elell:ined to for[Q the French cottll:itutiotl, n.n .... urtfu1. 
" though ridiculous affeC\Ution of "l'je6Hng the word K lNG, and fubfti tuting '''''lIti'lit powo 
" .,. in its place." Here tile legiilaHve body fpe.ks to the executive power; requires the 
'" executive power to llegoeiate; regulates the condu~ oOhe executive power: there we 
.. have {cen grenadiers addr~ffillg complaints to the legiOative body againll: t,lIe ellccu'tive , 
" power: were not mirth fuperfeded by indignatinn, thofe fanta/Hcal arrangements-thi • 
.. , modern Flench frippery of new' fangled fpcech--would naturally ellcite a hugh. Is 
., it thco becaufc the title ofkittgAtOmm'lnd. refp~, "nd might .gain infpite it by the 
.. 'eliett. of habit, that the Alremblr has fuch a repugn.nce to "ml,loy it / Yet it /lilt 
., has rec:ourfe to it on fome occalions, as may be remark.ed in this very decree I but when 

' .. the Alrem!>lf .lruones an ionpl!rativo tOile, when it prefcr;bel to the m9nllreh his rule 
Of of "~ion, tllen, wilhing, dOlibtlefs. to "void the antilb';;s (as yet too I>.rln for thb 
Ii ears of the French) of king and fubordinate agont, it petfoniliC. the' tl'ttulitte pow,", 
4' and under that name impoCes iu obligati~n on the -monarch." 

• • 
It il true, indeed, th.t in the article in quellion, the legiil~tlve body appears only t 

nferve to itfeLf the right of .. ,gud/in! the executive power to negociate a l'eilCc J but, in 
,'the bogdage of the Alrembly, rl~ull and command ,yere {ynonimou., 'lince, in the fame 
-<lnRant, it declared-U the eXC!<:l!tive power IhllJ be 6D~n" to cOlnply with fucti reqadl." 

.-.....",t~e; does not confift ",crely in the wurds; it is lIill more remarkable 
'betwcen the com ement and the :collcluGon of the decree. It Jxogins by decl.ring, 
that, " to th" king '. c1egated the cate of maintaining politic.l conoe~jom 
.. abroad, and of conduCting negociatiool;" and it concludes by giving to the leg.tl!tiv'e 
-body the po ... "r of deciding on the proper time for negoci.ting • peace. .. But'~xo 
claimed Mir.beau-" who is te! know which is the proper anoment for making peace, 

. .. except the perfon who holds the thread of ail politic.1. co1tne~ionl / WI11 you. difclofe 
., ,-f.id that orator to the Alrembly-hy a public difcuffion, the fcc ret motivtS .wbicb leaf! 
". )roll to fue for pc>ee I Will you, by fuch means, betray the extent of your firensth or 
... wcotnef., It belongs die" to the executive po ... er tb fix 4n the propet time for n"l:oo 
U ciation, tel prepare ,for it in filellClC, to condu~ It witll.ddref,." 

to l'Etat de I:. FrancelP. 18$. 
I. M. MOdlljer 11(0 takes notice or this nffcfutioll-hc tells os that OD 9:prel\'ifl,·hlrCQncern (011 the fixth of 

&otter) Ibar. rho Membly had not gooo to the palace, in (;tnnl!li:u)ce with'd'. kIne" reque.f\, ;l ~ombfr"~ry arAvO'" 
1)' ~ryed fa him d~ .. t,. 1M "'!IIIIIM j»Wtl' .gltl ~ 10 • .,./1 "1M' It., ,~~tJ'UI 1'""", ]...0 pou'VOlf J4B'10a:if nt doh 
,.. __ 10.,.,.... .... _11£ Filii, "'otIft. '" dw/fln,IIIj .. "IJiu, ~ •• 6" .... , 

• 
• 

• 
, 
• • 
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In,'oppoli'ion to thefe f"ntitnents it w:lS obC, rved. that tha nltion was :Ilone- compe. 
, tent to decide on itl own iotercfts; was :\lone entitled to difpo(e of it& wn blood. It 
was aJked, Whether it.was , j~ll , tbat a man, deceived by his minifters, fuould have it in 
his power to expofc a,,whole nation. to. the dangers of war. ;-to doom, from friwlous , 
motives, a h.undred. thoufand citizens to death, to involve a bundred tboufaod fajllilie, in 
affliction > and to load his fubjecb with taxes, for the fupport of his dellrucHve expedi. 
tions I The tight of decl.ring wac is the right of expreffing the gener:ll will, of 

, - - .I 
forming £ puhlic refolution, 'Of deciding 00 a great national interell ;-IIJl:h a right aJ 
tbis, it waHon"eJ1d~, CQul(\. ooly be\on1.to ~he r~prJ:(cntativel of the Dation. 

Such is.the {ubRanc. of t1!e -mo~' powerful arguments tbat were em,ptoyed'tG imprefs 
a.conviCbion, that it would be equally prejudicial . 0 the natiooBi righi, and to the oa· 
tional intereIb, to leave the. king in poiretlioD of that. e1l"ential part of the monarchiclll 
prerogative wlli.ch gi"cs the, pow.r' of making peace and war. It was urged io replr. 
that the faole fophifml on the quefiion of right, th .. fame, iIJ uGons 00. that, of intereft., 
were J>ere apparent; as had given birth to fa many othe error.. They wore fophifms Oft 

the quefilolLof right. finc they;, npt only ince-(l"antly .confollnded tbe legillative bod,. 
with the nation, and the deleg~tion of !he right with the right itfelf, but loft /ig t of this . 
faCh.th.t tbe king· was nlfQ a repl"eli:ntntive of the general will; and lince ~he conCe. 
qllct1Qes whic;ll rtbey ,drew f(pm tbis cbaraacr of repre[cnt:uive were as".applicable to him 
as to the leg'fiative bodY'; and lince, as often as any quellion occurred on tbe regulation 
of their r~fp~aiye funcHons, ,or the deteIJninatioll of tb~ir limits, tint q\lellion, 'Yas 
only, betweeD tile hereditary delegate of the oation, .nd its removabl. delegates. The , 
".tional fovereigpty was Ibeo the jqdge, aod not .a.party in the .cauCe"and the:': .• ' n] -

wbich '!lade all the public refolutioDs, the ge),era\ '<I\ill, and the. Inter~.,,, tbe com'm~. 
nity, center in the people, did oat ppcr.te more in favouT ,of tl;.. Aifelllbly which eXQf
cifcll th~ legi{tdtive power,thao in favour of lite (uprelne chief;whb wa, eotrulled .with · 
the e¥ecoti~e power; but tbat principle being equlllty the fource of both powers, held I 

tht balance between them, and if any doubts .rofe· on the dillribution of righu to either~ . 
thty could on) y be tried by the l1:and;l(~ of g:..nera1 utility. 

If. the general ut,ility, theD-f.,y the advocates· for monarchy-be confaited on tWs , 
'1u nioll" Whe h~r the right of luaking peace and war ouCht to be entrullecl to the aClivc . 
pOlVer, or to Ihe ,deliber~ve ,power; to tbe monarch, to whoa! aU the fom:a are cottufied I 

- tOr the defence of tbe'kingdom, or to the AlIi:mbly, wbofe duty it islo make law8 for , 
r uling it? The decilion is evideot\ for it is the fame thing as .()(jng wbether the exer
eife ~f that rig~t re9qires a promptnefs- of del~rmln.tiol), affil1an~ in it~ l'reparati.ons, . 
fireugth.in its means, and aCiivity in every thillg that depel)ds on it-aod whetber it . 
prol'P .io,delcg~te fUell a right to a body incapable, by- its lIature, of fulfilliDg the condi
,illo, anDexed to it I-M~IU. ,bow.cycr, were foW1<i to per.fuadc tho people,. and, throul§h 

tbl:lll,;, 
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them, the A'fi'embTy, that the fi.te would be more exempt fro~ d~nger when its chi~r 
fuould no longer be .t liberty to defend it.from external. attacks, and /bould no longer !xl 
conlidercd as its reprefentative with foreign powers. • . 

! 
• 

T'O foperiiJduce the adoption of this fid.nge· opinion, the declamatorY' orat~l .of the 
d.emooratic party .ppealed to the hifiory of all monarchical governments, and to the 
Gruel ufe wbich king. have : made" in .11. ages, of the dangerous right of dr'IYing the 
fword at their plenCur",. They -ihewed·that oceaos oC blood bad been Iheo to gratify the 
vanity of an·ambitious ·monarch, or the intereficd view~ . of an odioUI millifier. The.y 
exhibited; in their dreaofuLrepreCentations, the dellruaioo of the humat~ race, facriliced 
to the caprice oC avereign. > not one of the common-place remark .. on the horrors of 
war efc.ped their.penciJ; Ind, al if> thofe horron bad been wholly. confined. to the reo 

• sioo, ofuoooacchy, they artfu·JJy threw a veil over all that has occurred in other go
vernment., and feemed to have dcftroycd aU thofe dark pagel of hifiory .which are pol
Jilted with the more fanguinary wan of republics and oligarchie.. Were we to give cre
tlit>to them, we Ihould Ilelicvc",hat the wiili.,of th~ I1lultitude il cYerthe willi of re~fan ; 

. IUld that the intoxiea.tion of entbu.fi~fm, tbe whirlwind of pamon, the arts of corrup
.tion, and the blindnefs of precipitation,.hav.e lefl ,Accofa to an Alrembly of 'eight-hundred 
JlllllDbers, thaa to a.cO\1ncii of feven or ojgbt h. ' 

Thefe are wliat were termed illufion.. They proved, however, inad quate to feduac 
filcH as were laid to underlland and adhere- to the eifentia1 principles of' a good govern
ment. Many of thofe members .of tl,c .IIffembly who wert moll diitinguilbed for foli
-::.1 ~-(~, iufinefs of fentilnent, and. fplendor. of eloquence, viCl:orioufl y refuted, both 
the (ophifm.·on-i':': ... ~ght of making war, and the declamations oil'.the pretended utility , 
of'defpoiling the k.ing of .h.~ aterial part of his pr .. rogative • 

.. Since thi. rlgbt"-faid M. de Cfermonr- Tdnn'erre-" mall be entrafied tet fOmo. 
• .. one, is it not better to confide it, under tire claufe of refpon/ibility, to a few perfons 

.. who are bound by anterior \aw., than to a great number of, men who arc refirained by 

.. no !aWl, wh9 are checked by no refponlibility I Will it be more prudent to confide it • 
•• utlCOD<lltjonllly. to thafe who wiII make all arbitrary vfe of it, than .to confide it, un
" der ftria and fpecilie conditions, 'to fuch .as will be reff'Onfible {or the exertif. of it /I' 
-The cIec:.fion of this quefiioo i. to be found ill tbe .DOall of every. llation, nnd M. de 
Clermont wu ,..ell"juliified in qllotiop;.tbe political aas of violenei and iojullice excl'
eifea>by tbe R_ fenate; tbe cabmitie. experienced b.y all thoCe powers who havoC 
vc&d tbe right of making peace and wat in an A1I"elDhly whofe daliberntion. are publio i 

V~ 
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't he people of Albens, led ~way by the lIl~ary om t of Philip ,in {pite of the ro
monilrallces of DemoClhenct; the iotlueocc- of iotrigu.,. or of foreign ioterfercnc:e lli ~ 
Diets of PC! nd, and the fenate of Sw:ecI.a. . . 

. , 
, IF-thc r'ght of making Will' be velled in tbe king .... raid the abbe, iIe Monterquiou~be. 

fore he attempts to etlercife it, he mult necelfarily ,eRea On all the evils ;lrodaced by ,ur. 
;lnd on the ll1aledlClions wMeh he is atJOut to 'ncu,. If, on the co"trary. that right be 

"'"confided to tlle National Alrembly/ , nothing ",ill be mor.e cary to it dun to eng:.ge in a 
Wl' without ~ncbrring ~ny ff.rt of tha~ ociiu ... , which is gooetally anDexed to Cuch a 
meaCure." In rupport elf (liit obfervRtion, the .bb6 remar~d, that William t4c: Third, 
in Engl3nd, where he had the excluli.e right of making war, COI\Culteil the parliament 

''before he enlr-'ged io it; whilo he did I10t (cruple to olDit all (lmilar forms in Holland. 
whete tbe right wat velled in a. rel'r~r.nt.tI.y.9 a/fembJy, .wh~h he had reduced~o C,. 

. mimon. • • . " (,. , 
, , 

, 

, , The nbbe Maury demeonrated, by argonfenU apparently irl'dillilile, that France woUld 
no ~/)nger be a monarchy, but would llecome" ",."./ir'us C''lJtr''It''''',f.r which 1f. 1141111 

•• uttl be fo""", fhould they prefume to, defpoil the king of a right" inherent in his crOWD • 
• for the long fpJce of fourteen centuries-a I ight, -of which to deprlte him, would be to 

rob hilu of the molt e/fential p\'Crogative of the exccqli'l'e power-a right which the 
A/feln!» y was nQt ~uthorjzed [0 cOl)tefi, ~nce although it Wf,S ordered by tpc Ration to
~nforce the acknowledgment of tbe ancient conllitutional righu of the , French, it had 
tlotJ'cceivdd f~lI pow~r to change and overturn, ~t its pleafure, the forll) of go~erolllent ~ 
Let them quote, Caid, dl(l abhC, {fom /h. hiflory.!flh. whol. world, one fingl 
monarchical, to 1"'hicll thl: fov.reign doea not exercife, without difl' o;.<",o{ participati'oD • 

.the right of making war 3,I)d peace. The EngliCh tllemr,I.,:., "at the Revolution 'If 
J688, when t,he throne was ~ecl.red vae:lnt, and when they had the power of impofiDg 

, roch rdhi.Cl)ons as tbey might think proper 'on their new monarch, never dreamt:<! of ' 
I limiting the right of ,makiug war, and of concluding Cu~h treatie( of ,alliance cr 0011/.- • 

metce as W: migbt cleem ""untageous rothe nation. 

• Thi. eloquent 'eeelelinfti. then entering on a lUlDi_. NesSi • ., ,., •• 11 die epoch' .f 
the mon;"chy, endeavoured to diCpel tbe doubts .. irU:h hllll been ' ,ftfally railed by the 
oppofit.: pmy, on tbe leg:Il title of the Fn:neh mo~arcb, tit dic'Uaillterrllf'ted pqB'elJion 
of that ancient right whieb was now the fubjed: of difpate. On1,. one feliwy faa 
had betn,oppofed to it: and hi. manner of refuting that part of the ~1Ih}1f his .... 
IVerfariel i. Cullicieorly remarkable to juftify hillori.cal notic;c. , " • 

'J The hoh~bi\aftt.s or Pari. bad 1>eett. roo ott... )Del aW1rf by the mercenary oraron 01 l'U1il1 
• 

"Ir 
• • • • • 
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. , -
" It i. with concern"-faid be-d tint I find myfelf cbullrained, by the' neccffity of 'tl 

' " jufrdefence, to fix your attention on a difallrous epoch, wbich ev~ry true Frenchm .. t , 
., mufr with to efface from our annals. I allude ro the ycar 'I356, wher. the States-
" General were .lTembled, immediately .fter th~ il:nominiou$ defcat of ·Maupert uis, 
" near Poiriers. That National AlTembly, or ra~11er that grand confpiracy, direaed by 
,. Stepberl Marcel, provoll of-'Paris, undertook to forbid the dauphin, thell reg~nt of ,the 
.. ki~gdom,. to exercife the right of making peace and war. You recollea, gentlemen. 
" the deplorable frate into which our unhappy country was plunged at this 1:alamitous 
"period, The popular plunderer, M:.rcel, feized the I>roduce of the taxes ; caul.d the 
" king'. mon -faithful' fer~ants to' be malTacred ill his very palace; and deceived the 
.. people by ptomulgating the ilion {editious maxims ; the nobility were all"ffinated Ut 
•• every part of the kingdom; 'the feats of the wealthy were reduced 10 alhes; to be 
•• rich ... as, in fome meafure, to be guilty of a capital crime'; and property tbe moll fa
.. .cred was openly invaded . . All thofe mogifrrotes, who were ropli{\ s, werc depofe<! . 
.. The confj>irators, wilhing to dlablilh a royal democraey in' France, llad ufur~d .It 
.. the powers of the Icing. An univerfal defection took ploce tl !Toughout the ormy • 
•• Tlpt part of the infurgen~s whioh was attached to. Charles Ih. Bad, propofeu to raiti: 
.. to the throfle a pLince of a collateral brancb ~ a prince, too, .who \Vas convia.d of 

·A' having formed the mofr abominable plots for th~, total annihihtion of the royal faOli- . 
.. , Iy··. _ This multitude of confpirators ~as dillioguilhed by a frandard of revolt, that 
•• was publickly difplay'ed. The provofr of Paris, had d~livered up the gate of Saint" 
., Anthony to die Englilh and Na,varrefe. Kiog JQhn was, at rhaftime, a captive in 
., London : !he regent waS a minot'. It was under thefe. unbappy circumfiances that 
• the guilty'St3tes, profiting by the capti .. ityof :he monar.ch, and the minority of the 

e{eil;; ~-\ifputcd the ki'lg's right of making war and peace. But the french nation 
., "as lIO foo;;"er--, r):p,!:ed to itfelf, than it repuHed .and .exterminated, at enemies to the 
.. frate, thofe daring ma~, •. t~·lto had ,fought to fubflitute the principles of .dcmocr~cy, 

... , in other words, a general infurreaion. -for the .ncient government of tbe kingdom • 
.. The States. convened in 1359, formally acknowledged the king's right of making 
... ~ar. and "hen they refufed to ratify the treaty between John and Edward, the only 
" tive they alledged fOf their refuf!,l was, that t~e king was .llot at liberty when he 
.. figned it. Such, gentlemen, is the epoch of horror and 'cl(nll\e, whence our locer- . 
" tor .. fall', for the firll: time, hofe \llr~~e fyfrems arife, which are now revived in tbis 
"AlTembty. The comparifon to which they mull tlec~lTarily lead, and which we are 
"compelle to ellhibit to our ~vcrfarias, (!inee. they havc doted to avail · dfemfdvcs of 

• 

• '. Though th6 abbe "bury itrilUy confinid himrelC to the point ol truth in' hi, reprcfentation 'of'thc rime. he 
W31 deliueatin" it was karcoJy poffiblc to havo exhibited a more ftr}k.ing or faithful pilfturc of tbe I"'./t'lf timcs_ 

';:Cllo tCIIIIVGI UIIDOI tWIG be mOJ~.dllllo"&b Ibe colouring is too {;II",. . , 

, • - , . 
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• 
" . 11 exomple rlo us.calC'UIJtcd to' excite Jifgull) will 1I0t, I trufi, prove very £.vourablc tl> 
" their ,h: G,C of fccorillg the con fidence ~f the n3tion. . 

, 
" h is pr ved, by all til e fu" dJ mcnl,,1 m,.;'m of the French government, that the

" ri ght of d<e1 aring war helongs to dhe ki lt!:. It is proved, theo, that the king will-
• 

.. .cea f. to be king, if th is prerogativ e he take" frOID him; if hI: he not thc fol e repr.fen-
" t:t ti\'c of the Jl lt ion with foreign pO\rcrs ; or, at Je-3n, it will, Cure1y, be acknowieug
'. ed, that fucll a phantol1l of a king will no longer ue the monarch of the F rench." 

Thc abhe Maury "' as equally impreffive when , quitting the point of right to confider 
the illterell of the nat ion, he afked the l\lTemhly, how it could he uneafy about the dele
gation of a right, which it was impoffibIe to exercife, and a fortiori to abufe, without 
th.t affifiance which could on ly be ilerived from itfelfl and how it could anfwer for the 
1,Irety of the nation, if, after having given tn the Ic!;iOnti ve body the pow~r of impoGng· 
tJxes, it /hould j.jkewife conferon it t hc right of Inlking pe.re and war-llow thaI body, rc
leafed from all , efponfibi lity , .nd expofed 10 the .fcei,dancy of eloquence, Ibe (edtlClion 
of gold , Ih e Ihr~at. of. deluded ~eop l e. and, .bove all, to 0,e firo. emotions of emhufi - , 
. o.ic p. triotifm, unmatured hy reOe6l:ion-could infpire the nation wilh as mucb confi
dence as" citi. ,.n king, whofe int reQs wer. infer."hl. froln the puhlic profp.rity 1-
" lit! how, when thi s Iht" centinel muo. necc{f.,ri ly kcep an inc.lTaot wltch over the moo' 
t lon. of every power in Europe, alfcmblies, permanent indeed, bu~ deflined iu fu!ure t,o -

• li t only four months in the year, for the ,lifcharge of the numerous duties they hod im
paled on thomfd .cs, could prcrerl'e th.1t fam e continnity of vigilance which' wa's neref
e" y fo r oblc:r vi ng Ihe difpolicions . the .,roj eds, ."d the refourees of tbe dilforentcouns; 
that promptitude of dccifion, without which the firll of .ILpolitical .d,,-,nt •• ;-, mel " 

of plofi Ci ng hy the moment, could not exill; and that necelT. ry Ce~without whidl ' 
the doGgns of France, ."d herprepJr"tions, wou ld be coo/'"" ll4 duelofed to other n. 
rions, who would be Il udioufiy carefulla.conceal their own ? 

, -
The fame eonuclerations were deveto!'Clv by Mit.beau, with ,II tillt energy by \vhkh -

• 

I,is fpeeehcs were gcn. rally di(l,ingui/hcll. "Let 11l~.{k you"-f.id he 10 his colleogu_es- ' 
.. ' whether we 0.-011 hllve ally bettc..- fecurity, t hat no wnra hut uch.s ore fOl1odeQ in juf-' 
.. tlCC will lie undertaken. if wo delegate the e ereife of the right of In.kill!:' w ... ""c]u
.. li vel)' t . Il alTembl y of reven Ilundred perfon,? Have you forefeen how tor the tr31.1f- ' 
." pon s.of paffi on, how f>r mifbkcn 0 ura~e, ond fa lfe ideas of dign it y, mly' lead u to th,, · 
" adopt ion . nd j uo.ific3ti on of impClldent me:afures? C.1l your eyes on all political .f
.. {e mhlits; you Will ree th.t they h.ve never declared war but when under the inllll
•• C\lce of poRion. If you si ve the •• clolt.e right of deciding op the p~opriety of-go-' 
.. ing to war to the IClliflat ive body, vill you avoid that flowo ·C. pf deliberation, which.~ 
.. in fu <;t>' cafcs, is m ended' with iufin ite dang,:r I Have you no dread len your nation.l • 

.. for~ 

• • • 
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• ., Jorce {llould l.Ie ;a{fitd, as in Pol.nd, Holland, &1:. Have you no .pprehen{ions th.t 
'" that tardinefs will be augmented, either bec.ufc OUI" co'!flilulio~ ill/oi/ibly ajJillnes Ibt 
., form of a g"al COI!ftderacy, or becaufe the departHlents mun inevit.bly acquire a con
.. , fiderable influence over the legifl.tive body I D o you entertain no fcors lell th e ?<o
" pIe, be,"!: informed that their reprefentatives arc to declare war in their name, fl,ould 
.( not thereby co1Jlratl a tlallgtt·ollJ le.ndency tDwardJ II democrQc], Dr, rothu, towards till 

" oligarchy .p-Iell the wifh for War ~lId peace O,ou ld originate in your provinces, O,ould 
.. foon become the fubjea of ,petitions. alld excite. in • van body of men. all the agita. 
" tion which all obj.a of, fuch importance is capable of exciting I Have you no fears 
" tbat the legi n.tive. body may be induced to pafs the bounclaries of its own power. by 
.. the almoll: inevitable cOllfeGuences of the exeTcife of the right of making pe,ce ~nd 
" war /. Have YOII rs that. ;.. order to prolllote the fuccefs of a war voted by itfelf, 
" it·m.y feek to influene~ its direaion. and the choice of generals. efp'ecially in caf. of 
" mjsfortune. alld that it may infpea every me.fure adopted by the mOlllrch, with an 
" ever· doubting ey~ of fufpicion ~nd j •• loMy. th.t would. in faa, form .1 foeond exccu-
u tive power? • . 

, , 
.. Again, do you tllink nothing ot tbe inconveni e n~e of an alfe,nhly being obliged to 

co ofremhle at the vory tift,e it illould be employed in d.lihel'oting ,--of tlte uncertain-
., tyand hefitation mark all the meafNes of the executive power, which will 
.c never know the our provifi0l131 orders i of the inconveniences attending :l 

.. public difcuffion iIIotive, for making wnr or 'peacc-a difcu/lion. or which 
co all ' the (fcrees of 11m: ( and long fhall we liave fudl feerct s ) of teD cOlllpofe 
" the very elements , 

.~ . 
.. altl ~<4l..!ou tbink no • g of the danger of tranlponing rtpublicoll forms into" 

., government at O(JT~ repr<f"nb.tlve and monarchical I L et Ole entreat you to refle on 
" this danger. for your ow"". f~hs. for the fake of the connitut ion. ,nd for tlo c fa ke of 
." the king IS f .. ....i'It was impo/libl. to reprefent force and perfpicuiry th ofo 

• mOtiv", wh i-clllfecelf.tIly led to the cOllelulion. right or making pe .. eand war 
·n,ould relnai n vefled 'in tho ki ng , 'a.nU yetthat ' conclllfion was neither a<lopted by th e Af-
1embl),. nor, 6I,.lIy. hy Mitabeau himf~lf. who. after the decree had " alfed. becam~ the 
1'ufrll.nimous .dvocate' of th~t very queflion wJ,ich he had. at Jirfl; fo oRenly and fo 
,:!blyattacked. ' Yitk. m,lioul.prcbogut, dueriora jequor, lhould haVe! been his mOtlo. In·' 

's 1" conteqoenc:o C3f th is {peceh, ~lrabe2\l; wbo ~Id che fortune or being fo of len, Iltornacdy, the ,idol, Jnel Ihe 
;l\'CrUoD of tbe mob, beame tno objC'l\ of their utmofi cxe(ration "od race. lr \Va, immediately 1'eported, either 

"by the democntu; Val'ry m the AIT4"mbly, or by tbo(e in the c.aUentt, thu he had been bribed by the eO\lrt : :tnd 
"this dUrgo bem, (re ,Ir couveyt'd to the populace, II p.Ml'hJet w;u wil.hjn :t few holt.., cried and h3wked :about 

ftreelJ, en(itied-if ref C,t41 '1itMht fJ '!f QWlI MkUNII," In If\iS dlDgel'OUJ predicament he fhewed great bold .. 
-Gc!$J and ibr;awd Lbo dcmocruc,; bot rOOA c:onu'lved, I' U u1J, by • cJ:UltJso of tondul\, to reccmci1e m~nert. 

de " 
• 
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• 
deed it might h~ve beelT ~pplied with almon equnl propriety to the.major part of the Af-
fembly, who were over-awed by the mob that colle.!l:ed in the Thu l1eries, anil by tlie 
e"c1am~tilln' of thofe in the galleries, on the day they palfed the de.:rec. 

Immediatdy after the publication '1f 1his decree, the A1I'embly appointed a committee 
to examine illto and report upon all rreaties of alliance exilling between Fr~nce and' 
other countries. This enquiry was founded upon 3 new doarine at this time holden, 
by n13l1,. of the moll vi olen t republicans-that all treaties concluBed by kings were in 
1heir nature illegal, therefore null, and confequently /bould not be binding on t~e nation. 

It appean from the event, that however other treaties were eODlidered, it _was deter
mined to fupport tbe cOllneCtion 3ntl alliances with Spain, even the haUlrd of a wor, a 
confequenc., which, in the prefellt convulfed and disjointed Ilate of the nation, mull have 

• • 
'been attended with infinite danger. During ~his interval, the people evinced that hatred 
of rhe Englil9, which, notwithfianding the occafional profellions of amity and regard, 
Ililliurked in their hearts. Violent fpeeches h3d been made, both in the Alfclnbly and 
the Popular clubs, and violent pamphlets publiOled, all calcul.ted to .git.te .nd inflame 
the public mind, by expatiating upon the 3lnbitious views and dangerous deflg"s attri
buted to England. Commercial jcaloufy was al(o rouzed, and tended to encreafe the na
tional enmity. The merchants of tlfe fouthern-provinces, a great, powerful. and nume
rous order of men, were alarmed by the apprehenlion, that i pain /bould be deferted 
in th is emergency, /be would fied herfelf under a neceffit, of &ncluding a. treaty with 
England, which, in irs confequenees, migbt prove bighly prejudicial to the interefi. of 
France. The remonfirances and influence of the me.chants wercfeconded an<t. confi rm-
~d by the report of the committee of alliances, wbifl1 was highly f.vo~-;i'~ 
and confequently adverfe to England. ~-

, ------
Things were in this train, when M .. Montmorin, in the beginning of Augufr, laid bJl-

fore the National Afiembly a application from the court of Spain.for tbe expell-
ed .ffi!!ance. The equipment a powerful fleet, and a. defenlive aUiance with Spaint 
wcre immediately determined upon; tbe Alrembly, _ aNhe rame time, deprecating any 
alliance fOT oi"enfive purpofes; a Teferve which could Qperate only in wordl, as the .c
liO,"ce lnullJrom its nature prove olfenlive. A /leero! above-thirty fail Wal fitte~ out 
at Brell with the utmofi pomble expedition ; but the French naval force had, by thilt 
time, /halten "if. all fubordinntion and difcipline, with the fame contempt a, tbe urmy 
lmd do~e, and the fcamen were become in all:refpech<ls diforderl,. and licentious .as the 
foldicrs. Thoy had ruready gone to {uch a ,length a. to ,refuCe to fetve under,;uty offi
c~nbut.ruch as they liked. had infiituted committees to report upon ~he · nanl q&ali/i.

- c~tions, and political principles, of their commanders; and hAd. in fame inllance.,·_ 
eafhlcred.,their caplains,<and cbofcn Jlew Olles i a meafllre deducible from, and fully war-

, r~ 

• 
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ranted by, that part IIf the new doa~in~" which heW, th.t kings were liable to be ca
lhiered for m~havjour li~e footmen. Thefe mutineers had like wife been guil ty of 
great diforders and excelfes ill the port and town of Brell; and, it was f,id" were encou
raged and fupported in all th~ir enonDities by the municipality of that place . 

• 

M. Albert de Rjoms was 6rll ~miral.nd cOJnm~oder in chief of this mutinous fl ett, 
a man pf good charaaer, deemed .0 .ble officer, and fuJ/y competent to difcl)arge the 
duties of his ~OmJllalld in alllitu.tion$ of {«vice that could occur. It wos faid, .lId is 
believed, that whatever the admiral's other q~aljficatjons might be, he w~s fufpeaed of 
not being fo thoroughly' democratic in his principles as the violent party in the A/fembly 
wi(hed hj", to />e. It was likewife {uppofed, that they wanted to make the diforder. at 
~rell a pretence fpr turning both th.t admiral and the prefell t minillers out of their 
offij:eJ together; at the latter of whom they had long been carping, without, however, 
/>eillg ab~e to pring anyone dirta charge to the proof agai'ill them. Some new penal. 
marine bw pr code, which had been hafiily voted by the Atrembly, gave {uch offence to 

j11e fallors, th.t a more violent mutiny ch.n .ny which bad yet taken phee, fuddenly 
j)roh,out "t-_13rell. When their officers endeavoured to recaUthem to their duty, by re
nljndillg theGl of the oath of fidelity and obedience wbich they had taken ;-rloey re
plie~, in the true {pirit of the Revolution, 'I We have taken no o~tb.; w. are the 

.<# ;trongefr, and will m*l' the la,w "." 

M I'lJ .buli, fs was now tr~nfatlj:d by coromi~lees, one was immediately appointed to 
cAAqo.ire intI' ~nd rePQrt upon the ~~ufes of tlwfl' (liforders. M. Menon, one of the mem-
~. ~ccording)y rcpor~ed, tlJat both tb failpn npd the municipality were defcrving not 

0,\1J'. .ceofure but ,oj puni(hment; put h.,at the r.lDe time, reprefented, th.t the gen,,
iTal dillike to ' I>.Il...W;lllt of confi4ence in, the miniflry, W3$ t/lc J. tellt caufe of all the 
.riots, fDut;nies, and n: ders in the kingdom. A motion was immediately m.de for .c
euling the minillen, but, t u gh it occ.lioned a violent debate, it was mol! unexpca-
dl¥ lofi; difappointlpent which excite.d the 1D0n violent rage in the democratio p,rty. 

M. CaUlles difiinguilbcd himfelf qy an excellent fpeech which he m:lli.e, on this ocea
lion, tending to demonn.,te the impolicy of influencing the will of the monarch in the 
~hoice of '9,inillers. He inflfit,d, t~at the interference of the leginative body in fuch. 
point was repygnant to the principlel of the confiitution, nnd tended to de(h-oy that di
yiliol) of powers on which the f:lfety of ll~tlons depended. He enforced and confirmed_ 
~lliJ A~rl(1e by 'luot:[tiol)s from the Englilh bilimy, taken from.thc reign of· the two 
.charltscs and the third William. He concluded thus: 

II I mull now 0 fcrve to ~he :National Membly, that the mininers whom they now' 
.. 1\1&Ck wcre pointe~ out by themfelvcl to tlle king, ~nd that 'Pany of them were 
• 

.. HiADifo je Ia R .. otution de '789, 10m. vi. r . • 68,, _ 
• 

II c:hofen 



1tEIG. N OF 

.. chofen from a!nong. l.ei r own members: e,very vague ,eeufation is tl,e itwt till" of a 

.. tyrant; \9herever fuch are countenanced, the !bte-to ufe the exprcllion f Montef-

.. quieu muft J,e defritute of fre edom. . 
, j 

.. It is alrcldy reported, that a projea is formed for taking from the ropl authority 
.. what little efficacy it is fiill fulre'red to retain; fuch. projea I •• :Ioubrl efs, far from 
" heing the willi of the AII'embly; but if they (hould be brouj!llI to ;odopt it, tbe true 
.. fri end, of the monarchy would then have nothing more to do than to crowd around 
.. the thro ne, and bury themfelves beneath its ruills." . 

Upon th e re.conlideratioll of the report, on the followiug day, the fume reporter, who 
had "ef~re .cknowledged, that both the failors aud the municipa lil y h,J 'heen guilty .. f 
crimesdefeJ'ving of punifhn,ent, had the eWron tery to tell the A/I'emb!y, tbat fillce th ey 
wou Id not pan,'h tbe .real .uthors of the mifchief, they ought not to puni/It men, .who haa 

on ly erred through an <xc,rs of potriD/ifm. This firnnge doar:nc was .dopted 3S foon as 
delivered; ali", in defiance of .11 regard 10 military order, fu~ordillation, and difciplioc. 
The mutinous fOilors were only mildly e"horted to return to their .Iury; fcmetl>ing lik .. 
an .pology was mncle 10 them for the new penal "ticles, by prom ili ng to re, confidor 
tbem; at th e f.lDc lime, lhat they were flattered, hy being prefented wilh a new firiped , 
flng, which W'IS to fupcrfede the nnoiel1l white military enlign of Fronce. The rage df 
ti,e democratic pJrty at the dde"t wh ich they had experienced on the preceding Jay, was 

-fo cxce£live as to become illtolerable rand fome of the oppollte fide having exprelfed 

their d,f.pprobation at the llIea i'lIre propofed of changing the nationnl fl'g, this awakened 
all the fupprell'cd fury 0 1 Mirabeau, who, with his ufual intemperance and violence, cried out 

-" The ."fiocrates are growlI IIlfo lent from their viaory of yellerd.y; a foor·t;>O·~ot.JIl:P 

Of Ihey wo uld not ha"e It.rcd, for their ow n fafety, to objea to this~ol'1)fal."' There 
worels, bei ng nropcl'!y rcfented, brought forth the imme'liatt'~' That it was I.n
" gunge wort hy only of a leader of banditii." ThusWas.inlbntly produced one of 
thofe -fccne. of difor~er, nOlfe, clamour, ·.1111 pallion. which fo 0 ten difgraced that 
.. augllJl " body. 

The fervonts or .ffifbnts of the execatite goyernment, being now cOllviljced that therr 
"lIieil l f.le IV as finally determined, did not hold it to be either· prudent or wife to urge 
t ilt.. c xen jl1l'lS of power to l:tny fa n her exrf6lllity. Luzerne, the marine min1!l:e r, refign
.cd, and was rcplaced by Fleureu; but fome (ufpicioll or dij)ike prev ailing againfi him. 

he ex"er'cnceu fo many \n, <l I;frcal iolls from the AII'embly, ' t".t he \Y's fooll after 
gln .1 to rcligll, and \V ,.$ fucceed" I by M . Theyen.,d. M de 10 Tour dll PIn, the war 
mil<,ficr, was fll ceeded by 111. Duporra,'I, wbo had ihe good forI line to plc.fe Ihe 

1I.rfemhly, bat was loudly ""roacll'o by the other fide, for totally negicaing th~ dif£i
yline of. the army, and IUlfe ring Ih< fold,ers, already too little difpo(cd to fubmit to any 

~,d<r or contl'ou!, to become entire!! ill<I~l'c lldetlt of all cOlllmand; at the fame time 
that 
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1Rat tlley heg:m to be t he. COlnll\on -2GCuflln of thiir officen. am.I ('onfl itlltu l themfeh·t"S · 
j)logc:s not only of their aDioJlI . bu t of t hdr principles. M. DOIW)rt liu Tertre was :1\) 

palmed mininer of j ufii<:e 31111 the 3Jm iral de Rioln! : having re'ligneJ , he was fuccceJed 
in the command ~r the nrdl OCt'1 hy the cc:h:hratcd 11~\llg:ltor, Bougainyille. 

Though the f:lilors at Brd\ welt: ~cined, antl' the prt'p:lr:Hio!l! carried on \V~th (uch 
vi£our :IS tp ilC ,nearly if 1)01 quil t" concluded, rl u:: co ur, of Sp:lin r(nivcel fuch tt:rrih1e ae-

munts of the incorrigible fpirit of dilordcr ;\111; mutiny which prt' v:n lc:d-ill Ihe French 
fl eet, Ihat it is f.id t o h:lVC lx:c n imprdTc oJ With ' lh ~ g l(' ,tc1l ,1rf"t4U of eng:lgins. wi th 

ruth COIl{oru, in a dOUbtful wnrwith:1 mort hl midabk enemy; the whole fotl!une t. llll-

fuceds of which mull altnotl wholly llepefl uj.lOn the joint :111(1 gre:l t n:,v:J 1 excrtiol11 of, 
the uniteu natiOOl, This impreffion WJS fuppofcd :lnd hel ieved to he thC' pri ncipal opc:ra
t i ve mot ive with Spain, inducing her fuudenly to concluue tht c:on\'tn tioo with 1!.ugl:md,. 
which fettlc:,d the d ifferences between the two nation, " , 

During thefe tran faCliolls the violent republicln P:itty founel themfelvu fo 'much in .... 
cre3fed in fi ren~th :lml in numhtr, ooth within :lnd withc.ut the Affemblr, :Ionil be1icV(I1. 
that the new fyfiem W:lS fo firmly cfial,li(hC'd. thilt they ..lid \lot deem it oeccifary to (lIh. 
mit :Iony lon ger 10 the refirJint of obferYlng any teml1 with the nobility, but thought they 
migh! vcnturc holdly t<? bring forward their gr:ulI.l and long-concer ted Ich.e.ne for tho 
total eICtirpltion of tholt urxly ; and e"en. Co fa r OI~ it 1\ as poffihle to be dOI)~, to elOlI" 
.and ohlit~r:lte the vcry l13me. :dons with 311 memorials :lIld remtmbrallc'c of t!lei. Pilt 
clCiIlt:nce. 

II nrollid he obren'ttl, that many of the moll ('mIne!)! of the rrt'neh nobilil y. whct 'ler 
with tefpee lo"nio:I:-o:, fortune, ci1arach:r, or mlluenr:.e. (:ummg wh om w" al.\J1 l1lcn~ 
lion. »illth.nc~! . the do1.-':s ole b g o·c11 efour:.,\u lt .lnu de Li :l11court) :llthoubb they :lh ~ r 
borred fome of t he vlolenl :I~h of the Alfetn l1ly . were /liB zealous auherellt$ IU t he kc 
vol ution.~ fo C.U al it corrcfpondcll wi tn t~e principles 01 iSill::r.IJ y :I \'o lVed hy I t ) :\11 \ OC.ltef . 
and (riends i or they were no Itf, ::r.'verfe froOl reg::r.l Jcfpot ifm thim the ,\cmoc' JICl thcln
felves, hut they tletelled T{'(lltblicaaifm cun more th :Ul dcfpotifill . ns tht. grcOItl:r C\"n .. t 

the two, Their objc:8. '.U a r::r.lion31, Inodentc:. lim itcd mon::r.rchy , whole powers (h ouhl 
be precifely defined. wh icb, \\ith, full fC'curity to lhe perf 01)_ alit) proren, of the peol'll' . 

with:tll rhe iiUel'lrthat W3S comp:ltiblt t\'ith SQt.xl government, ~Iould. :It the f.UlIC: time • 

• !' Wbile 'hi:; bllfi&:&jI ~'" reM!uJ' lIoL llupouC, • Nerobelt' (I( tltll N,!uonal AflemlilYI flllblithctl ~ p!lnlphl<'f, til, 
titllll , "Cuoltidc!'al'on' un the Politics or .'r'flcc. ~in . Anlll:nlli;wd,' in whitoll he iIlM~e4. I ~at .11f ''''lit ut 
II'iwlceJ)u)<lld fllmmon'thn orEn,Und to dll lrm immediillelr. and th:t.t Ihc E",'lJI. ""'~II Ihool..' bo )JItlJl'''*", rJ,~ 
it JIl.'rcf\lfcd to CQg'Ipl),. "'~ FrenCh nalien ''''\\01'e, u[IOn hiif' bOIlDlU', til, ! the 'Hllll,J milJlluJ,- nu~if t',.l.oNI ~ lJn . 
" iu orolfr (0 enf9t ... II COfII,liatl(e wilh 1)(11 1"''''''r..Ioi.'' .. ~ ;l.nfwc,,"-f)ltd h_,1 nlull be 1'l<m'I"; f~l' cilhcr 
'" En,laod Il'utl IIoSf to 4iC:l(m,in ri wKk, 01' hoililiqn mWl COnllTUmco.Jn ;'I month '" 

, 



REIGN or 

h.ve its own rights as firmly ftcured , .nd.s well g\a3rded, n~ theirs. It willlre tafily 
pelceived, from n recolle8ion of pall circumlbnces, th.~ had it not been for the fupport 
~nu influence of fuch men .s thefe, in different 'fe.fons of gre.t diiflcu~ty, the bulintfs 
of the Revolution could fe.rcely, \f at all, have been accomplilbed. But they were now 
110 longer deemed n<ce/fary, and they experienced, as well as the clergy, to their grief 
alld coil, tllat freol the beg inni~g they had been made inllruments and tools to the deliglls 
of that £.8ion, which they .bhorred and detelled beyond aU others. 

This oecalion renders it necefI'ary to notice. il.r.nge char38~r, which, except in the 
"ccount or fo lingular • Revolution as that of France, could fcarcely have found means 
to .ttra8 the obfcrvation of an hillorian.-This mln was 3 difcontented Pruman, who 
had .Irulned the Ill-loge name of Anach.rfis Clootz, and Who wanted to communicate 
the kllowledge of r11.t liberty to the French, which he dared not to talk about at home. 
:rhough the ohfcurity in which he was involved was highly unfavolfr~ble to his exer
tions, yet, ha~ing received fo much educ~tion in G~rm'ny ns fuffie<d to exalt his n.tural 
extravag.nee to Its utmoO: pitch, his felf-confidence would not aUow him to mifs any op
portunity of exh ibiting his talents to the public. As declam.tory philofophy, and the 
negative quality of infule!ity, were the points in which he fuppofed himfelf Frincipally 
to excel, he conceived, and not witoout fome rotional grounds, that Paris wos the place 
for difpl3ying to advantage his abilities and endowments : but wlletber it wos lh.t the 
people thought they had orators and philofophers enough of their own, and that infide
l ity wos too common to bear .ny value, or that the bombaO: with which hi~ eloquence 
was loaded was - incomprehenlible even to the Parilians, fo it was, th.t aU his exertions 
were unabl. to pulb him forward1into any degree of particular notice. _ -~ 

The modern Aoacharfis, thus foiled in hi s hopes, tha! eloq~e anel philofophy would 
h.I'. opened the way to fa ml! .nd fortune, ihrewdly conceived, th.t extrav.gonce migbt 
pofftbly fucceed where they failed. Having procured a number of.thofe vagabonds who 
ij1 1ed ,nd jnfeil.ed the {l;raeu of Paris, .nd hired all the ancient, foreign, and grotefque 
drefI'es, which the opera and play-houfes could (upply. in order to difguire them, he maf
qucr~ded at the he.d of th is motley crew to the National AfI'embly, where he iotro
duced thC~l ... mbaffadors .rri ved from ,11 or mon of the nations of the globe, being the 
virtu.l .mu./fadors of .11 thofe eoO.ved nations who wilbed to be free, .nd were tbere
fore dirl'ofed to enter into fraternity with Fronce, {or thc glorioul purpofe of efiablifllillg 
liberty th roughout the world. The orator, in order to give a {ull difpl.y to bis talents, 
,Ielivered . fpeech, in the name of his dumb gang of .,Db.fI'adors, which for .bfurdity .nd 
bombail. equalled any thing th.t ever was, or can be, fpoken. In this he reprerentq! the 
.00b.fJ:,dors of ~1l exifiing governments, as being themfe1ves Oaves, the ~prefentati.el of 
tyrants, and therefore unfitting to be receivud in the honourable public ehanaer which 
they affumrd: th.t .thofe citizens by whom he W3i accompanied were the real reprefeata-

• 
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tives 'and amb.lradors of mankind, and hOlI con(!ituteo him, in their name, to demand 
places for them, fuitable to their rank and charaCter, at the .enfuing b'"and cOllfederation 
of the nation. 

So barefaced, fo impudent, fo ridiculous a f'Ke, IV.S nover before e,xhibited, in the pre
fence of any public alrcmbly, or, indeed, of any coJleClidn of men fuppofeu to be m pof
fealon of rheir rational fdculties·'. To he igh ten, if th,t were pofiible, the ridicul oufnefs 
of the fcene, it was affirmed, that feveral of the Af,a tic amb.fr.,dors f1:r ipped of tpeir hired 
rohes and plumes, --:ere feen at the doors of the ACfembly, in th ei r proper g3rb and cha: 
raCter, humbly folicitillg the payment of their w.ges; a trilling m.tter, wllich, it would 

, feem, the fublime ideas of their orator had rendered him inattentive to Ii . 

It feems, however, prob.ble, if we m.y be allowed to j udge from the immediate con
fequene •• , that this .xhibition was not to be entirely aferibed to the extravagance or in
f.nity of Clootz ; but was calculated to .nCwcr a moft fcrio us ano i,nportant purpofe. 
But to undcrfland thi s, it may he neeefr.,ry to obCervc, that, f"om the b,d, ,nd too often 
ihameful, effeCt., which the copio~s libations to Bacchus, durillg the hour of dinner, 
had frr.quently produced on the deba.te. of the Affembly, it h.d long become a (1)l1dil1!; 
rule, though without any particular order for i~, that no bulinefs of moment Ihould he 
brou!;ht forward at the-even ing fittings. On this account, they were generall ;' v~rf 
thinly at tended. man of the members gladly feizing the opportunity of indulging iheC. 
purfuits of private bulin.f. or pleafure, from. which they had been with- holden by the 
morning litting. The exhibition we 1'8ve dcfcribed was prefented..it an evenin!; fitting, 
(o! the nineteenth of June); when the hoOfe w's 1I0t, indeed, fq thin as ufu:ll, but, 
however it h~ppened, fo it was, that the mofl viol ent of th e democratic 1r..detS, and that 
party in gener.l, were thofc w}lo prlncipatly attended. 

When the mock ambaffadors had aCted their port, and were withdrawn, it feemed as jf 
- the Alrembly tbought it neceffary to aCt thei rs likewi.fe. As if they ha9 believed tbe 

mockery which they had juft beheld to be a re;,lity, and t hat the amb.Cfadors of ~Jl mall-

., .Wc mi,hr naturally have fuppofed tb3t no w rifer, fn rmO'"effion o( his r:\tion.a1 r~lritl, could h:ave rece i"cd 
thir 2bfurd fllt'co If aieriou. reprc(cntation, and. bave tonfidered (he motley foJlowen of Cloo!% as ,tbe ,uI charae,.. 
ten wtuch their leader /bted tbem to be, had we not mol with the (oUowin, pafiJie in Lbe EngliJh 41 Jllfiory of 
u the Revolution."_""17M 101liollt /tt/i"K' ~ lhi AjJtmlJlY w~" rnlftt/ to • Jigh tlf~6tJ tnt_fill!""~ ~ a ikPM(Qliflt if f '
iN ,.';pm /""'"'ft'J' __ tiMJ wI. MInt Ii ttJI/J f~;' r1/18 i'" lIN M1U CfItIj1itMlt'fJIIt I" .. WIll'''' P'JM!},ie, .. ml tf) '(fll(ft II frat ttl 

ft f. hfJill1.C /J __ IJ. 1M.! wom ""/'WbuJ .., t/Ji ."diJmt, wile Ji, tI,'J, And tJ,j",ijfod with "jptll." Vol. I: (I . 345'-
. ~m teneatis i 
J • 

U One or thefe l'hilo(dpbical meodiunu 1\opped M. tk ,ar.Atolll1, ,I the door or the AlTcmbly, whom h. mi(~ 
took. for M~ dt u. •• u,and Aid 10 hlm-iJl lll CI.lk6 3t tour ho~t(e. fu"' .......... '\f.hy I do not know you, my fr.end."
., Why it il l fir, yqu ItD~ vf!ty weU"-" No, fncnd, I do uoc"-" 1 11111 tho min who rcpre(eutt:d the ChIldel1), 
t and J am como for my twelve: livres."-journal PoUtique, a,,:.lom. iii. I" ta. nOlo. 

. - 3 X -kilid 
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l:illd were in fa8 prefellt, antI fuppliclting their proteaiol1, they were af] at once, ,s if 
thry had felt '11 doaric fl lOck, /hickcn with the molt violent lit of e"tb .. r."fm for liber
ty, whieh it was poflihl e In ,Icfcribe or imagine. The filll cifufion of th is pallion was 
highly laud ahle; it w,s a decree to deflroy or remove thofe figures of chained Oav«, in
ten"ed to , cprcfent proflrltc lItd con'quered nat ions, which furround the flatue fo 
mu ch celebrated, and fa often condemned .nd ridicul ed , of Lewis thc Fourteenth, in th e 
]' IJC< des V idoirc. , and which, but for this decrec, might hove long contin ued /hamcful 
memorials of the infu/rer.ble vanity .no arrog.ncc of that mon .rci<. 

The fuccceding elfe8 of th is enthuCiafm IVlS not fo bl,nte lcCs. The refolution for _ 
abol ilhing hereditary nobi lity for ev er was, in th is evening's fi tting, introduccd, debated 
in a certain manner, and pa{fed into .n irrevocable law before their riling. It was to little 
purpoCe th,t he nobility, all the royalilts, and many others, who were not .bfolute re
puhlicans, cried out, in the midlt of their diltrefs or ~ltoni/hntent, againlt t he unfairnefs 
and di lhonefly ot this proceeding, wh ich they openly alTerted w.s carried l>y Itrollgem 
ond furpriu. The law IVOS palTed, and there was no remedy! There was no houCe of 
lords to check the exorbitance of a houfe of commons; there was no killg, with (ree
dom or power to curh the enormities of either, or both ; 311<1, to crown the evil, the Af
fembly itfelf was unfortunately not hcrtJnc1 by ony of the wltolefome and necelTary regu
lat ions which fo happily prevail ill t he Ellglilh parlianlellt ; by which prev ious nouct; il 
s,ven of the introduClion of a new law; hy which el'ery bill mult go through. certoin 
lIunlber of readings, and a re.fonable time is allowed for due cOJllidcrn:ion, before it CJ" 

be p3{feo; :Otd by which, in c.fes of moment, a general call of one or 1>0th houfes ukc. 
I,bce, and :.11 the members are obliged, under pen.lty, to give their attenclnnce on alloy 
apl'''; llt<J. Allthefe (orms, fo llecelTory to cool and wife del iberotion, all "1~efe f.luury 
check, anti elTellti,1 powers of controUl, wore here wallting.~ _ • 

The decree is thus worded: "The National A{fembly, confidering that hereditary 
" nobil ity cannot cxilt in afi·uflatt, ena8, in confequeJlce, that tbetitles.,f duke, mar
H quis, l>.ron, excellency, gr.atnefs, abbe, and the like, /hall be aboLi/hed; and thot all 
.. citizens {hall take in future their family ano pm·onymick names : that no one /hall ,in 
.. (u ture, caufe liveries to be worn, or take a coat of aTtns; t)13tthe title of my lord 

. " /holl not be given to any individual or body," &ce. 

, ! 

The friends to this ~ngular clegre; proudly entitled it, T h'e TriumpIJ of Reafon over 
1'r judice; but we conceive it might, with greater jultice, have been called t he triumph 
oC prejudice over re.fon. C ertain it is, that the decree itCdf is foundClI on a (:llfilO'b4, 

cviden; on the very fa Ct! of it. .8y their .rrovnt .nd prefumptuO,IlS declarMion, thnt .... 
l!clOd\t;lIy, .iobility ,\' .5 incompatible with a frce Itate, tbey virtually lIlaint1lined, that·all 

:E u.ropt, =pting. very few dcmocra~ic rel'ublics, ,was in a nate of fb'ver/. When , , , 
men 

l • 
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men thus (pbll:itut e faHh ood for reafon, their C3\lfe mull: bc had inueeu; nor can thofe be 
.ccufed of injullice wbo fufpeaed the virtue of their mot i ,·cs.--Is J::"glnlld a lalltl if 

• freedom, or is it not I-The prefeo t conv~ntion of France, and fome few 0 07.<I1S of 
knaves or idiots on this fide the channel, ",ill problbly anfwcr in t he neg_ti"e; Lut mil
lions of voiees--the organs of knowledge and experience-will gi "e them Ihe lir dll <.'i. 

No wonder then, that wl.ere th e foundation is rollcn, the fabric itfdf Ihould moulJer on 
the fiightcll: touch. 

T fpeak in the terms of a jull:ly-eelcbrated wrilcr of our own n.tion, whofe fo lid ta
lents and profound k,nowledge en title h is fentiments and deeifions to the high.rl refpeet. 
_ co It is impolli ble lhat government can be ma in tained without a due fubordination of 
.. RANK, that the people may know and dillinguiCh fuc h as arc fet over th em , in order 
.. to yield them their due refpea and obedience; and alfo that the officers th emfdves, 

co being encouraged by emulation and the hopes of fuperi or!ty, may botte,' difchargc 
co their funaions t, ." .. But"-faid M. de Noai lles-co we do not hear m<:n fpeak of 
.. the manlui s of Franklin, the earl of WaChinglon, prince Fox, or d~kc Pitt. Great 
.. men have no need of thefe equivocal dignit ies which veil inf,gnifi.,nce ,"-M. <Ie 

Noailles fcems not to ha·ve been aware, that in governments ptlrcl y rcpublic~; l1t wh c:: rc 
there is no head or chief, properly fo called , ti tles can rarely, for ohvious reafons, Cubfi'fL 

The exclufion, therefore, of Franklin and Wafl1 ington, could not he applied as an argu
me nt in favour of the abolition of t itles wh ere they had fubfiflcd for celllurics, and in 
a monarchical government. H~ fcems, Iikcwife, to hav e hecn e'luaity ignOrJ11t of the 

moti ves which have I ithe.rto iulluenced t he condua of our two great political leaders, 
in the nOll· accepta nce of that rank which they hav", both of them, had oppartunities of 
pr0curing for others. He k.new not, th at there was a " ccollity of keepi ng an abl. kaoer 
of either party in tbe lower houf. of parliament, for the purpofe of Cupporting the mca
fut'es of their friends , and attacking thofe of their opponenls. T .ke his argumen t, if it 

can be called an argument, in another point of view :-if the dill inguilhed ehar~aers 
quoted by M. de N oailles, were oni y mentioned to {hew that grcatnefs can fubGfl inde
pendent of r3lil<, we mull: regard it, without examining the jufeice .11(1 propriety of his 
~~:amplts , as:1 mere gratis diE/um; an alfertion which nobod y C:lll attempt to conlutt , or 
even to delI}'. But does it folio""" becaufc great men do not Ceck rewords, pulicy requires 
t ha t they fhould not be ( w:trded 1 and on men of opulence, 'iN hat reward can uc htClow
cd ~ut ran k and t rtle? Rank and title mJY, indeed, when hcredilOry, be jullly denomi

nat d ,qujvocal dignit ies; we mutl: not, therefore, conclude, that, becaufe they are equi
VoCcal, they veil inligni6cance. A voyage to this country would have convinced M. de 
Noailles that no tirle, however exa lted, call Chelter its po!fo!for from any portion of th.1 t 

· tld.ignation or contempt which his coodua may be calculated to excite, and \\,ould have 

./' 
.~ Black-Clone'. CommentariCf. 

-
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proved to hint, that r~nk rather te ll ds to e<pofc' titan conceal inJi gll ifie3nCt. Nay, me 
• 

treatment which men of the fir r! rank h,," recentl y experienced in h is (,wn country. 
whether juilly or unjunty, wa~ alolle ?ulli cient to clemonllrate the £JlI acy and abCurdity 
of an argument, which fri volous alld .bfurd as it undoubted ly is, recciled grea ter com
mendation than any oth er emp loyed on this extr.ordillal y occafion, and appeared to clrry 
convia ion to th e m,jor part of his audil!nce" It exhihits a curious fp ecimen of popular 
imbecil ity, amI Ih ews, that when prejudice has once tllablin, ed hcr fway in the mind, tpe, 
utmoll force of reafo n is illadequate to eilea her depofltiQn. • 

This meafure excited a degree of ind ignation before unknown, ill the whole body of 
gentlemen throughout the kingdom, who fent up repeated protel!s againll it; but there 
was fa little regard paid to them, that they were not even fullered to be inferted in the 
jo urnal~. The nobi lity and clergy of Alface were peculiarly enraged; they deriving 
their honours as well as their emoluments not from France, but from the G erman em
pire, and both being moreover'fecured to them by the treaty of :Wellphalia. The demo
cr,tic wri ters fa y', th.t, from that ,by, the greate!\. part of the nobles of the kingdolll 
beclme the unapreafe,bl e enemies of the conllitution; nnd th,t this de~ree haJ deter
mined them to excite a civil war, and to perilh upon tbe ru ins of France, rather' t han re
nounce their cl ai m to honour 90• 

The decree, whi ch "'at palr~(1 on the nineteenth, received the king's f,nCtion 0 11 the 
twen ty-lirll of JU lie; and was lignali 'Lcd by the lingu lar circumllance, thar, of.1I his 
min ificrs, N cck.lr alone, :1 plebeian, :l republican, a man born Jnd br:cd in ;1 democracy, ill" 
iilled on hi. not giving it his fanCtion" but, on the contrary, to fend back h is exprefs dif
approhation to the Alrembly. Being over- ruled in his attempt by the joint oppoCition of 
the other'min iltcrs, he immediately publin,ed • pamphlet, containing a number of very 
judIcious obfervntions on th e decree, and informing the public of the roafons which ope
rated upon him in .dviCing the king to refufe his f,n~ion. 

M. Neckar wifely remarked, that, by the [uppreffion of all honorary denominations, 
:'!It a very fmall part of the community would be benefited-that part only, wh ich, by 
its fortllne or education, found itfcl£ but Iin l. removed from tbofe in the pblfeffion of 
titl es. "Such, indeed," -faid he-" might perhaps lind ' a momentary fatisf.Cliol) in 
" tbe abfolnte denrut9.ion of thefe little elevations which yer offend their fight. !Jut 
.. for a relief fo !'riSing and infignificallr, t ening wholly on opinion; for a benefit [0 cir
.. cumfcribed and indifferent in the eyes of a wife man, is 1t jon to deprive a numerous 
.. c1afs of citizens of thofe honorary dillinCtions which form a part of tbeir inheritanc~, 
" and rho lo[s of which mull be much more p.inful to them tbOlA tbat of the pecuni3ry 
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" odvantJges whi ch they polleff<d ? Is it not fuflit ient to h,vc ex,<,\ed f!'Om them all t he 
. , facrifi ces that C:lIl promote t'llc good of the people r Is it gent rous, I~ It (r~ujtJbk, t 

.. 'require fid l more ? ... nd nubh t not th e difficulties of t he prefe"t t i.n c, gr<.,: .,\ they are, 

.. tu lead to as co nlideu nle a diminution as polTi hle o f t he fu"joBs or C');" I'1.,illt or 
" cau fes of provocation I To purfue thofe who refufe to by· alide the titles t hey h,,'e 
.. inherited from a long lino of aneeflors, into th e in te rior of civ il li f< . is ~n cxerti c il of 
" feverity, tyr.nnieal. bceall fe ufelefs. It w ill he, m reaver, im poffi hlc to watch over 
" the execut ion of fuch a JJw in tl,e comill erce of foc iety. without a ll illquiution dia
.. metrically oppotite to every principle of libett y. M cn may he more eafily obl iged to 
" conform to it in the WlOr of particolar a !:Is, finee public ollicers, ch"ged with tl,,: 
.. compibtion of fuch ;Cls, may be rend ered fureties for the exccllt ion of th e law; ~ut 
" can they have a right to prevent the cOlltraCling part y, ,fter having ,lt el ,lred his I'a tro
.. nymic name, from .dding that he is the fall, or defce lldant, of fuch a lIoble roee, or of 
" fucb a Olle, who, at fuch a period of time. w,s lega lly qu alified i Yet, by ao cx plana
U tion fo fimJlle. the diflinCl,ons which are wifhed to he deflroyed will h cont inually 
•• fup port ed. Belides. the indufiry of \,.", it y .my he tru([ed to for the u~ of , 1I.,offi 
ce ble evafions to maintain thore remembra nces which :ITe flatte ring: to it. T he gra ndees 
.. o f Spain employ Ibou and tllte among t hem fclvc~, but never li fe t he fa me familiar e, 
.. prcffions to their inferiors ; .how rhen c ,n the oullad e to ,11 difii nclions take pllee , 
.. when the forms intended to exprefs di fli nCli on and .refpeCl may Ih emfcl ves he employed 
" to manifefi' the confcioufnefs of [uperi ority. and that thus, fo m'Il Y di lrere nt mean" 
.. fu IIice , in aule hands/ to preferve the gradations which time and cufioO) hJ\'e elhb
.. lilhed ! 

" To profcribe, with earneflnefs, all the ,ppend'gcs of vanity, is not Ihe heO WJY of 
U lowering th eir value; it is better to confider them with c:lll1lll c{, and ind itIcrencc , it 
" is beller to lelfen the conreguence attnched to them, by hefi owing all our eflecm on t.,
.. lents and virtue, and 011 thofe aClions wh ich nre performed fo r the publ ic good. 'Thifr 
.. opinions w hich owe their rjJabliJhmm l 10 tb., work of timc,'lime ollly call drjlroy; fom e pre
.. paration is neceffary for all important innov,tion. . Enthu (i. flU , unchecked by le
.. BeClion, untempered by experience, may create the deu re of bringi ng back man kind to 
" the fimplici ty of primitive principles; hut new manners. aed even new fJi,.ltlCS, would 
" be requiGte to enrure Cuccds to fuch an enler!,rize • 

.. By pu rfuing, in all their minutia:, every lign of difiinClion, there is a great r ilk of 
.. mifieading tlte people concerning the true meaning of (he word rqualit), which calt 
.. never lignify, in a civilized nation, and in , fociety ." eady fonn ed, eqll,lity of r.lll k 
.. or property". T e divcrlity of labours ,nd employments ; the diJrerencc " rili ng 

~e ~pJ~ of FrQn~ thoutht otherwire, M, indeed, it wa5 natur"t to (uppore they wou ld; the Jut/WI' Iii the 
Journal Politique tells us, that thc.eftabUlhmCJlt of an A g l /AJ i dlJ law had been alread Y' (criou(ly J,roJ'o(cd tn 10m 01 
the provmc:cs. _ ' 

, , , 
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, 
" fro m fortune, education, emulation, and indullry, the grad;ttipll of. talents and le,m-
" ing, all theie tli(parities, Ihe common produce of (tlcial exertiollS, ill evitahly caufe an 
.. e~terior inequality, and the fole ohjeCt:, of a legillator is, in imitae'on of nat ure, to 
., unite th em all tow.lrds an eq'1JI and general good', though it may differ in its form, .or 
" in it. cxpreffiom. In the vall: extent of foci al combinations, each part joins to the 
" other, and forms a link of the great' chain of fociety ; thofe appearances of fuperiority, 
.. , whic h feem an ahufe to the fi rll: glance of a philofopher, are'often '!/fentially ufoful 
" as "roteClors of the differc,;t laws of fuh ordi nation, of tbofe law •• fo nece(lary to be 
" defellllcJ, and which would be expofed to fuch varied attacks, if ,cufrom and opinion
u Cl'er c~afed to fuppori them." 

That truly ph ilofophica! wri ter, who, ill difeu ffing the principles of government, has 
difplayetl the moll: ex tenlive knowledge and fagac ity_,-tha, writer, on whom has been 
conferred th e moll: glorious titl e th at a fage can deferve-THE LEGISLATOR OF Ni
TlONs·' - Mon tefquie ll, 'in his Spirit of L aws .', obferves-" That a monarchical g<!
" ~el"nmt:nt impl it'S pre-emineoce of rnn~~, nnd even an original nobility ; that the in ... 
" trrmediate powers con ll:it ute the nat ure.of this government; that th e nobil ity form 
U the. mon natur~l intermediate power; th at they arc, it! a certain"'degrec, inherent ill 
" the monarchy, the fund amental maxim of which i1-no monarch; "0 nobilil); no nobi

." Iii)" no monarch--and, that the ab~liti"n of the prerogatives of the nobles, the clergy, 
" and the comlnunities, would foon lead to the ell:ablilhment of a popular or l d"fpotic 
" government. "-I r is almo(l needlefs to obferve, that when Montefquieu made this ob
fervat io n, he was not the echo of vulgar Ill ejudices. As a political philofopher, he had 
rtBetled "deeply on the conllitution of govern ments, and on their fpri ngs of aCt:ion; ~nd 

from thence he concluded that the nalure of a monarchy. requires many intermediate 
ranks; and that honour is the principle which fets it and keeps it in motion. 

On this point too, as in fo many others, the infiruClions of their conf1:ituents have 
been fuccefsfully quoted in oppolition to th e ralb and inconliderate meafu res of the re
prefentatives. We n,all ntlt notice thofe of th e clergy and nobility, which it will be 
(.'afily fuppoled are firen uous in enforcing an o.cknowledgment of their conll:itution:ll 
rights, ,. the two firel orders of the fiate. It will be fuflicient to obferve, that while 
t hLY eXI>lefsly fa crificed every fl,ecies of pecuniary privilege, they prefcrved all their 
honorary prerogativ~s , th.t, il) prol'oling, themfelves, a re[orm in the excelIive multi
pl ic,rion of thofe p·rcrogatives. '''0 of all the abufes introduced ill the mode of acquir
jng them. they wilbed t,O re llll, r them more rcfpeCt:ablc; and, finally, th.t, by the uoani-

• • 
.. mou' declaration of the noccffity of abolin'ing .11 fuch dillinC\ions as w<;Ie humiliating 

,gJ. Soc D'A!cmbert', eulogy on Montc(quieu, in the fifth volume or the French Bncyclopedia. , 
• 9' Tom. i. Uv. 1 •• boP.4. 
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t~ the thiref order , \\ hich h.J been admitt ed in 0 the States- rn.,.I, they cefencd, that 
the pre_emmence due to thur birth. nd -their fervices. as well as to th ofc of their ""cef
tors. Chould have:been vie wed without pain. ~nd t l, Jt the Thirr! Elbtt itf.lf Ihould h~ve 
knowledged the jnftice of it_ 

• 

The people themfeh'e., indeed, did make that ~cknowlerlgement. as n13Y be fcen b:,: 
their inflrur1ions to their reprdentatives, "The fo rmal declaration of the clergyatld 
., nobility"-fays th~ inflruClions of the e1eClors of Ch.teau Thierry-" after having 
.. r,cnounced their pecuniary privileges, alfures the Third Eftatc that thofe two orders will 
" cord ia lly unite. Let the deputies of all the orders, like children of the f.lme fami-
.. Iy, furround ing therr father, expel that fatal fpirit of fc:Imentations, wh ich, hya rlpid 
.. tranlition from threAts to infults, nnd from infuhs to natural violence. has c:lufed t"e 
to blood of innocent citizens to be Ched. Tn order that the nation may be trul y and le
u gaily reprefented in the States-Gener.l. it is necelfary that the three or ers (ho~ld de
U liberate conjointly, and the fulfrages be reckoned by numbers and not by orders o. 
U Each order compoling the States- General may affcmble feparotely. under the condue\: 
.. of a fpeaker. chofen by itfdf:" but the delib rations Ih .lI be COni man to the three 
" orders:" It is to be deli red, that the Ihree orders may un ite in their deliberation(, 
" and their fu/Froges to be t,ken by numbers :'7 Let the three orde,rs, t hough Jiller.nr 
U in their rank. he equal in their rig hts. pi L et the civ il rights 01 the meaneft citiz.en 
" be equal to thofe of the moft dilfinguilhed of the members of the two li rn ordclJ : ' . 
" Let the jufl prerogative of poecedrney. granted to the clergy and nobi lity, b rcfp":l~d: 
" Let tIle deputies of the Third 'Eft~te be.forbidden ttl accede ro Iho fe I,urnili al irlg <Itf
u linClions I'{hich degrade the third order in the ftates alI'embled at Blois and.t Paris," , .. 

It is here evident. that the Third Ellate w~s far from imagin ing that the fuppreffion 
of the two firft orders of the Ilate could ever become an objed of difcullion; on th e 
contrary. it is clear, that it alway, fuppofed, they bad a difiinll and fep~rate exincnec ; 
and tIm its wilhos were confined to. demand of an equali ty of civil rights, an,J an unioll 
.of the tllrec chambers in all deliberations of the Gtn(~QI Alfcmbly. It was not only for 
the prefent Alfembl y th ~ t the inftruClions of the Third Eftate propofed regu lations to 
each of the three orders; their fore light extend"d to future time ; and they made them
felves certaln tlr.t the diflinClion of.,orders would continue to fublift, lince it is farthe r 
cxprclfed in the inftruClions. that a complete and regular confiitution and organiz.ation 
Ihall be eft.blilhcd ipr future States'-General, fa that t,he deputies may be equally. freely. 
univcrfally chofen. and exc1uf'.vely in their refpeClive orders.' 

, 
./ , 
94. D:n" S:unt.-$cnr, and 8Ilyonn~, Art. t. 0' Cb.aJol1l-{\l.r.M:trnc, p. ' 3. I~ 5:lumur :lnd Rhodn. 

p. tJ. P7 Troy." An.:. 91 S:\inton,e, au Chap. des trois ordre SP Folx, p. ~J. loo .1-l.1ut-VlYJ" .. K. 
I lnf\:I'\1CUons of tho Third Edato of Paris, tX/fll4"rflU. 
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'Th~ ThirJ Ell.te had eXl,lai nO<! itfelf, in a manner llill more pout iv., on the nt edlity 

..()f preferving the nobility , as well as 011 tbe means to be employed for purifying tbeir 
fource, and regulating their rights, in order tQ rcm~ve all prejudices hurtful to com
merce, and to the nobles rhemfelves. , Its inllruClions on th is point, clifplay no lefs wif

.dom th, n un, nimity. They fay " It ought to he laid down as a fundament,1 law, that 
" hereditary nobi lity fhould be rellored to its primitive llate-it illould uot fulfer de-
u gradatioll from any thing but vice or crimes. Thus the n:ition will find m'oll valua
u ahle fubje8s in a number of men who are nolV prejudicial to it, in a hundred different 
" w~ys; , nd the nobles without loling any part of their lullre, 'Will be, Imore than ever, 
" en titled to .preferve a noble pride, which only becomes fuch as neitber foufiding their 
.. claims to dillinClion or court.fayour, nor on court-pen/ioDs, fi)ld ill I tbeir refQurces 
" with in t hemfe/ves. ' -Nobility Ihou'ld no longer be venal; fince it is a rewa~d du~ 
" onl y to meri t and virtue.s-Hereditary nobility {bould only be granted in very parti
" cular cafcs. 4_ Though :1.n imaginary, yet is it . an dfil1ivt coin ; it is the treafure of 
" hon our~an 'nexhauflible treafure, if dillributed with prudence. The Sta.tes-General 
" will render a great fervice to the people and to pollerity, if they will find he means of 
" rc-coining, in fome $legree, this national money, and give it a fulJici eot valoe to fcrve 
... fuhllitute (as it formerly did, and may do ag~i n) for thofe vile and {hameful fal.ries, 
" which have a pecuniary !tamp; ;nd ~an never be confidered a. the p.y of heroifm, or 
" the reward of virtue. S The feareh after' falfe nobles fhould be made under the direClion 
.. of the Senefchals;'tl the titles of the nobility illOuld be verified by eommiffioners ap_ 
.. poimed by th e three orders ; r the provincial States fhould make out a jill of tbe nobles 
" in thei r rerpedive difrriCls ;'" &c, &c. •. 

In Ihort , it was eviden tl y the wifh of the nation, a. evinced in the different infiruc
t ions, to preferve the two firO orders of the llate, abolifhing only all fuch difiinClions ~s 
were prej udlci,1 to the general welfare-that is to fay, th.t, in future, no difiinClion 
lllou id be fuffered to Influence a partial difi rj bution of taxes ; that no citizen {houlu be 
prevented from afpiring 10, and obtaining, by his me. it, every kind of employment, 
wh<ther ccclefiallical, civil, or military; that the different degrees of rank, clrenti.l to 
lh~exifien ce of a mon.rchy, ihould be m.intained in France; but that all thofe gothic 
culloms, which feem ' to raife up an eternal barrier between the citizens of the Came em
pore, Jhould be abo lilbed; that the dignified ecclefiallics and true nobility, fhould ,con
tinue to enjoy all thofe b01l0rary pre-eminences which belonged to theon, but th.t fuell . . 
pre-om mences fbou ld be no longer attached to venal ollices; la/Uy, tb.t the nonility and 
clergy fll ou ld fend repr.Concatives to the National Alrembly, who thould form an in-

• 

, S Rennes, Art.. So. , Nautes, Art. 38. 
w N~te~ tot&. .. Nenc, "ifs. Art. 9" 
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tegral part thereof. but under fueh :l form as Ihould be fauna moll conf6rma lIe to' the 
principles of :l good eonnitution. without being in any wife prejudicial t'o tho"dignity of 
the commons. 

When the hird Efiate wilhe<! to engage the nobility and clergy to uni te with them 
in pne chamber, they exprtlred the moft carnen'defire of ellublilhing a perfea hormon y 
and concoro between the three orden; and when their win. was accompl ifhed , [hey ex · 
ulted in 'th. happineft of that do) which bad witndfid tb.union if th, three ortl,rs ; they faid. , 
that do) would ror t'tJtr put an end to thoft divjjiMJ whi,c bad been pro'dllfliv. if mUlua' 
<!lf1iflion. and wou/d b"o",. celebrat,d in th.;r anndls '0. But five months nfrer \ hat a di f
ferent 'language did they hold I :All dillin6liol1 of onlers was nbolilhcd. 111 future there 
were to be 'no more roprefentativel of the lIobility. no more rcprefelltntives of the clergy. 
in the Nalional Alrerrlblyl They reem only to have heen invited thither for the purpofe 
of being rna e to concur in pronou'ncing their own exclulion. It was pretty evident. too. 
tbat. as individuals. neitber the nobles nor clergy would gain a feat among th o. national 
nprefontatives; lince their .dmiffion cannot depend 011 popular .!remblie. formed of all 
~.tlivt ,I'/iztns. of whatt'tJtr jlatt Dr condition, without an) dijlillllion wh"tevtr; which. con· 
iidering the difpoGtion of the people at that period, amo.untcd to an 31mbn .bfolute ex-

' cluGolI of the wo mon dininguilbed orders of the fi.te; beeaufe. w~re they to olf't:r 
themfel vel to the primary :Uremblies. there could be little doubt but tbey would be rc-

· pulred with violence. ~ 

Thus: then. by an unexampled fubverlion of ideas. thofe cbffes of citit-ens. to whom 
· the gre.ter part of the boded property belonged. OI1(t who. eonfoquentlY. were r~e mon 
intereCled in all gel1er~ll.ws. were to be excluded from the leginative body. The great 

" landed proprietors were to remain unreprefented ill an 'offembly in which .11 the inh .bi
-tants of the kingdom were, prof1J.dly. to be teprefented. 'rhe public eontrlbntion!. 
~hich could not be levied "Without t1;e confent of thofewho contributed. would. ill rhi. 
:tnfiance. be impofed. wit bout their participation. on men who contributed rhe moll I 
!AnlI. after having efbmlilhed it as:l maxim. lnt the legillative power was veiled ill the 
Nation.l Affembly. on the principie, that whet binds evlYY i/fdivMua/ ought. to b. th • • ,,
prtjJi'on if lhe !;tnit'd! will. tiley fo contri ved. that thc more 3 man p<I!r~lfed. the lefs part 
he woold o.'Ie in the {ormafion 'Of thofe 1.w •• by which his polrefIions were to be 
'regulated.. 

Nor w«othefe-inflint leglD.r(lrs more conllIlent than jull. ' What 2n incolIG(lcney 
• 'W~. it. after having decreed. that the ex~rcife of ' the liberallll'Ofcffions Ihould not dero

~te [,.m the digpity of the l14iH1s; and th.at citizen. of .u ranks aad condition. ·Jhould, . ' 

?! Set the (pew. of dIe prcJideut of th. lIational Momb1r. on th. '7th or June, 17'" 
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in fatu1"e, be entitled, equally' with tbe "ohl", LO the polrellion of all olliees, tccleliafti
c;.al, civi~, and military, as their con(HtuenlS IlaI!.ddircd,. to decree aft:rJl\·ardf~ . that.tbere 

• 
~hould no longer be any nobility: I • 

It has been well-obfcrved, that nobility·is, in a moral fenCe, a fource of ecooomy, : '.' I I> 
" is the only rewJrd for ferviee done.to the fiate.thaLis no~ burdenCOllll;;. the only OIle 
" that can keep alive the fpidt of emulation in a great klngdom, without c1egrading.pr 
" ' corrupting the people; it. is, in a generous nation,. the nioTh polent fiimlilus. the moft 
.. infallible motive to,tb. performance of great and glorious aaions,"'-By its abolition 
France was reduced to tbat degradation of democratical government which Cicero delig
n3t~s , when he q)lotes, •• an examp)'1 the decree pronounced by:, ' the E,l?.beliafls~ 01) the. 
banl/hment of Hermodorus,-" Let no one of us be p)aoed above. the reft;. but If there 
.. be anyone thus circumfianced, let him. take refuge it>- fome other coon try. with Come 
"' other people" ;" ....... decree which Heraclitus, the.. philofop"ber. declared a capjtal l 
crime in all who .w.cre concerned in it • 

• 
We /hall cdnclude this fub:jeCl with ~ liuotation from .dieir own· Encyclopedia. where

i t is remarked, that, "Every monarchy. in which,there is no nobility, muft be a govern~ 
., ment purely tyrannicaL-Nobility· tempers Covereignty, and by its own.brilliancy ac 
., cufioms the eyes of the people to lpokon, .anci fupport, thefpJendorof royalty, with
., out bei ng dauled. It is proper that the nobles Ihould not t.e too pow-erflll; ;md that 
.. n~yerthelefs, they fhould preferve fufficient dignity to fecure eneem, and fo far to re. · 
.. prefs popular in(014llce, ,as .to Pfe¥eDt it frOID Ol.k.in g .• uack. on the ,lD:\iefty of th ' 
.. tbr,one!" 

BunhOllgh hiJlorical jufiice compelS us to cenCurc, in tlie feverelt terms, the' leadi.g : 
meafures o( thl ew .lcgi(}atur~. a ftriCl mherence ,to. truth and impartiality forbid, t1 .. t ' 

eenfure to be indifcrimin.te. It is · with. \I)e.futc we record thofe [alutary .Jccrees, that . 
would rc/leCtponour on -the \Jifefi and hea-r-egulated fute: the chicf among,thofe iUh .. t t 
which ,I.clares-" T at the cnates of. Protefrants. in . tho hanen",f the public, , /hall· be • 
" refiored to the· heirs of tbofe wno haWC> been -deprived 'Of tbem. on coadition of their r 
.. alrerting tneirrigJm by.proper titles, :lCcofding to rules to. be laid dDwn hrtbeAlrem
., bly."-Some ,wife re&ulotio & oo..tho fDnmtioo of a.new,JudiciaLcode wen: like_ife ' 

• adopte<l: The aoolit ion o~ tile f:ilf of ' o~~cs of judicature-the p'ymeut of. tile ¥arile. ' 
of tbe Judges by tbe fiate--the·decloration th.t, in .If cafel, civil and crimin.l, tlfe ple;ul- , 
iogs, reports" and judgments &all be. in public.;, aocl , tloa,, ·c.~ c:itir.en, ihall han a I 

d n Unlverra~, ail, E)\helol eJII mlrtetnw&ndol, qeocl cum ci,;_ ftpellereot Hermodorum, ita loam fat. 
"-Nt. tit Nil _tlft"""I/ .. 1od"",iI.n'" oiIf 1. 1«0 &r _,wI.li .. ,it.': CIC. Turcul. Qutdl. ~b ....... J 6.. . 

• 
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~ight to plead his o\.n caufe, verbally', or by writing-and t'he .doption of tri«16y j uxJ 
• in all crim)nal tafes. Boards of conciliation were appointed in .\·ery diftria, where tho 

• 
parties in a fait were to be cited perfon3Uy, and where every means were to be employed to. 
elfea all ~micable termination, berore the caufe could be brought to a hearing in the or

. dinary courts of jllitice. Family arhitrato .. were alfo·authoriud to terminate petty dif-

. putes between near relations, and the forms prefcribed in all thefe cafes were tbe fimple!1: 
that could be invellted. . 

1;Iut, might not thefe and I!lany other wholefome and juuicio\1S regulations l,lve been 
dbblifued without a ~Volulion that has overturned the fettled {yllem of gpvernment, 
and violated. all the plinciples of the ancient conllitution 1 We are cle.r1y of opinjoll 
,"ey milht.-" Ll cpnfidering the Revolution impartially "-fays an ingenious and judi 
cious writer"-u tbe cOloparifon will not lie between what France now ~s, or hereaftn 
" may he, and France under its late govennent; but we mull: confider what it would l 
... now have beeu, or might have fuortly become, on the principles of the reform pro
., pofed by the fovereign. The periodical meeting of the States; their deJuiiv. rigbt 

I .. of impofing the Ilublic borthens ; the c!l:ablilllment of provincial all'cmblies ' J; the equal 
.. taxation. of the property of the clergy and nobles with that of other citi"ens.; the 
.. equal right of all to ferve their country in civil or military employments; the redcmp
.. tion of vexations and rights; the abolitiQll of "l.Ires de cachet; the liberty oCthe prefs, 

aDd the-refponfibility of mini!1:ers. were in re.lity held out, and might moll- certainly 
.. have been obtained, without 3I1y public commotion, or private calamity. Nothing. W3S ' 
" wanting, but to reduce thefe propofitions into laws, and thc conllitution was comple:lt
.. ed : the amendment of the judiciary ode, and a v.ariety of other marters, mufi, II.tu
.. rally have followed. Here, indeed, w.ould have been room for Ille adm iration of this 
," and future ages: to fce the fabjcch and the fovereign of an irumenfc nation concur in · 
u efhblifuing a fy-fiem of government fur their mutual happillefs; -who couul have faid. 
" to po!1:eritv, 'We tranfmit to you tlris w'1rk pf peace and concord ; a..comp,3ct Ilude 
.. with our free C8nfellt~ witbon! being.difgraccd by any aCt of injullice, or.tinged with 
" a drop of blood l' -A confiitution formed under thefe hoppy aufpices, and founded.on 
U fnch wholefome principles, mufi natul'ally have grown into vigour, while intern.l 
u tranquil1i~y would . have remained undill:urbed, and the reyenue uninterrupted, L et . 
II ullook on whatrrance might have been-and. then let ulloo\: at the piaure it noW' 
II exhibits. We fee the lI'ame of civil difcord blazing inall itt force from the Pyrennees. · 

• 
u to tbe .Rhine, from the Alps.ti' the ocean ; the clergy complaining that their. propt.t;ty , 
.. baa been. con6fcated ;. the nobility, that r.ghts which . formed part of thoir e!l:ate$~"ve 
U been talten them &om,withoutany compenfation; while the houfes of. many were bu rned' 
.. aIIIi pLundered, and·the polfelfors obliged to reek refuge .or t:Onceai the.mfelves in othet 

..-
'{! III •• Cmr~lIIIIIot or ~ HiftoIJ of Ihc BaftUJ.. JJ Viele Iho kinS'/ dcdaratioo, p. "3', '31' 
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.. couptries. We {cetlle a rcets amI highways covered witb vagabonds, or artiz:lIls who 

.. , C311 11 0 longer finu employm.nt; the pdfons fill~d with r_.:II, or fUl'pofed, criminals ; 

.. the minds 'of .11 totmented with mutual Ijatred, and a conlbnt f1lcccffion of Jull: or 

.. imaginary terrors; and an innumerable 1'eople with arms in their h ods, land fumifu

.. cd with a decl;tratioo, which, being above their comprehenlion, has alrcOldy produced, 
. 1 and m.v hereafrer be the eaufe of, unfpcakable misfortun.s . 

• 

.. After immcnfe lolles to the kingdom,occalioned by the failure in the revellue, the 
" interruptions to indullry and commerce, and lofs of credit with foreign nations; after 
.. many 'public and ptivate calomities, experienced while they .:Ire employed in fpecula
.. tive difcullion, they will probably find {hemfelves, in many, inll.nces, ohliged to rc
" turn ih their own footlleps, and, abandoning the theory .of (Chools, to have recourfe to 
" print!iples proved oy CJ<perience." 

Eorly in tJl e mooth of J une, M. Baillie had communicated to the lHTembly a plan 
fo r the celebration "of a grand confederation, in whioh the repr.fentatives of the nation, 
t be .king, the fold iery. and all who were in l>Aenfible lituat ions, lhould, (0IeL1101y, I and 
in the face of the whole nation, renew their baths of fidelity to the, new connitution: 
i t ',Vas accordingly decreed to take place on the {oOrteenth of July, in'honour of the tak
ing of the Bartille, and of the firn efiablifbment of Gallic liberty. The preparations fOT 
th is grand fellival immedi.tely commenced, nnd were proceeded on with afronifbing rap" 
dity. The Champ de Mart was chofen for this folemnity. T his piece of grouud, about 
eight hundreds.rOc in diameter, is bounded on the right and left by lofty trees, and com
mands at the further extremiry a view of the military academy. In the middle of this 
val\:. ploin an altar was eretled for the purpof. of adminillering the civic oath; round it 
an im menfe amphitheatre wos thrown up, of a league in circumference, capable of con
Taining four hundred thouf.ud fpetlators. The entrance into the Ohamp d. Co,ytdera
tio" ( as it was now called ) was through triumphal arches. The king's· throne was 
placed under an elegant' pavilion in the center, and on each fide o~ it were feats (or tbe 
members of the National AITembly. 

T"~ thoufand workmen were employed upon this lmmen fe labour; but the citizen. 
of Paris, fearing lell the preparations Ihonld not br completed at the appointed time. 
1l0cked from every quarter to amn in the ulldertaking. The provincials, too, who came 
1'rom the mo ll remote parts of the kingdom to join in the confederation, emulated the ci· 
tizcns in their ardour and cnthuliaflll: and the work was co,npleted fa as, for CltpeditiOll 
and magnitude, to furprife el'cry brholdcr. . 

• 

A proclamation was publifl,ed by the king, on the thirteenth, arranging the w:~ole 
<oOrder ;of the .pNceffi.on, and appointin, M. ct~L1 Iucueala~calGf the F..Iera

~ion,,; 



• 
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tion; and in tbis quality bis order! were to be conlidered as coming immediately from tbe 
Jcing. M. Go vion was appointed majQr~gel1eral In (ccond • 

• 
Tbe important day at Jength arrived. At lix o'clock in the morning tbe perfons ap

pointed to a/lill in the proceffion alfembled on' the Boulevards, between tbc gate: of 
Saint Martin and tbe gate of Saint Alltoine, :rod were orranged in-{be following ordrr : 

• 

A troop of 11Orfe, with a flandard, and ux trumpets; one divilion of the mulic, con
lifting of feveral hu!,dred inllruments; a company of grenadiers; the ejeCtors of the : 
~ity of Paris; a company of volunteera; tlie .lfembly of the reprefentativcs of the 
commons; the military committee; a company of chalfeur.; a band of drum~; the 
preudents of tbe dillrich; the dep uties of ,thecolnmon. , appointed to take fo{ them the 
federal oath; the fixty .dminifirators of the municipality, with the city guards; fecond 
divifion of mulic; a bmalion of· children carrying a flandard, with the word~, .. Tbe 
') Hopes of the Nation ;" a detocbmcnt of the ""lours of Ihe national gllanl of Paris; 1\ 

battalion of vcterans; the deputies of the thirty. two firfl departmentS of the nation, ill 
alphabetical order; the oriflamme, or grand llandard of the king, boroe by a cornet- , 
blanche of France, in the firll rank of the deputies of the troops of the line, compafed 
<of marefchal. of France; general officers; officer$ of the ftalF; fubalt ern ollicers; in 
'Valids; lieutenants of the marefchals of France; deputies of infantry ; deputies of ca
v alry; depu ties of. hulfan, dragoons, and ehalfeurs; general officers and deputies of the 
matine, according to rank; the leputies of the forty-one lallf'partmenls, in alphahcti
<aI order; a company of volunteer chalfeurs; a company of cavalry, with a fiandard, 
~d two trumpets. 

The proceffion being formed; made a ·moll noble appearance; for the uriety of COl

Die atic 'ornamerlts were endlefs. Every order was m>rked by difiinguifbing indications 
e dillriCl: from whence it came, or the body which they reprefented ; and in doing 

l~i. much fruitful fancy had been employed, to make the lnnrks ferv~ for ornament as 
. well .. s difiinCtion. 

'Fhe military deputies I ad only their fide-arms. In each divifion, a oonner, indicative 
of the..depmmcnt, was borne by the oldell !,erfon In the lirll rank, and the ranks were 

• formed eight a-breal\-. The proceffion palfed along the ftreetl of Saint Deni., of t he 
Fcrnnnerie, Saint Honore, Royale, to the Pl~ce of Louis the Fifteenth, where they lralt

' ~d, and ' the detach ment of the ·eolours 1>£ tbe national guard of Paris ppening to the 
• rig~t and l ~ft, received into t he c~nter the members of the National Alrembly, who 

were thl1& furrollnded and efcorted by the body who had before protected them. The 
.. .procdlion then moved on through t!le Cours deh Reine, along the quay, to Ih!, bridge of 
•. katl, over wbich they palfed, and from thence tbey en[e.red the C~2mp cR Mars . 

• 
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In entering the Ch~mp de Mars, tlie cavalry marched olF to the right, and rAnged tbem
~lves in the exterior line, on the oppofite fide to the entrance. The co pany of grena
diers formed under the fieps of the amphitheatre, as well as all the companies that were 
emproyed as efcorts. 

, 

The civil bodies took the places allotted to them in the amphilbealre. 
of children formed about a hundred paces from the grand altar, croffing 
Mars, but facu'g the alur. 

The battalion 
the Champ de:. 

While the National Alrembly paired through the triumphal arch, the efcort of colours
p.,lfed through the two lateral gates, and the me.nbers tooK their feats on the right and. 
left of the chair of fiate, and the chair of their own I'refident. The battalion of vete· 
rans was placed a hundred paces behind the altar, .crofs the Champ de Mars, but facing' 
the altar. The detachments of national guards, appointed to take the oatb, ranged 
thcmfe1ves eacn under the b.nner indicative of h i. place in the amphithe.tre. The 
mufic, now all colleCted inN! onc·immenfe band, occupied the fide of. the platform under 
the altar, next the·iny.lids; -the band of drums the oppofite fide. The detachment of 
cavalry, thatdofed the proceffion, formed theexteriot. lin~ on.tbe .fule .where they enter-
cd, oppoCtte to the firfi detachmen~. • 

'While the deputies were rnkillg their feats, the entrances to the tier of elc.vatedl 
benches, that furrounded this immenfe an·.phithe.tre, were opened, and the people of all-
ranks and of both fexes, the ladies all drelred in white, took their places. Thefe 
benches! riling thirty in number .bove one another, and extending.n immenfe way,~ 
were capable of containing, it is faid, three hundred thoufand perf OilS. 

Their m;>jellies entered the Champ de ' Mars through the Military School; .nd . 
lheir plaCes to offill at the ceremony, in a fuperb box ereCled for the ccc.fion, and 
v ted about 6fteen feet. The foreign minillers . took their fcats in an elegant bor · 
,lear th em. 

As foon .. t11ey were feated, after 3 folemn invoeation to Goer, the grand fiandard "and 
.11 the h31111e11 of the feveral depaHments were brought "P to the platform, and received .. 
Mn~didions; after which they were carried back to their feveral !btions. High mafs ' 
was then celebrated; after which tbe nation, thus alrembled, proceeded to the great ob
jtd of the day.. The major-general having annoul1ced tbe folclDnity, the alrembly all 
rofe, and the king appr-oached tbergrand altar, and fwore, in·the prefence of God, and o£ ; 
throe hundred thoufand of his people-" I, the king of the French, do' fwear to the na-- . .. tion, th~t;l will employ the whole power deleg.ted to me by tbe conllitutionallaw of ' 
.. thcItato, to rualDtain~he connitutiou, and enforce the extcutio.D of the law." 

- , 
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Hi, majefiy was followed by the pre/ident of the N ation.1 Alrembl y, who took the 
oath to the nation, the law. and the king ; wh ile all t he other members. holdiug up thoi l> 

• rigbt hand. pronounced. " 7 c I, jure'" The /ieur de la Fayette t hen took the oath for 
himfelf. and all the other deputies of the eighty-three departments of the nltional 
guarCls. who. all fianding. pronounced after him. " .7' "jur, / " and thefe words. with 
)lplifted hands. were folemnly pronounced by every individual of this immenfe alrcmbly, 

Te Duem was then fun$_ , The performance was lofty beyond the powers of defcrip
tion. Never did France fee fuch an orchenra. anJ never, furely. did the world behold 
fuch an audience. Their numbers b~lRcd the eye to n,ckou; and thei r lhou ts. as it 
were, rent the Jk.i",. 

After the wllole was over. the deputies of the nation.l guards lil.ked themfclves with 
"the deputies of the regiments ; and, tbus united by the focial compaCl, the loldier and 
tbe eiti~en marched to the chateau of La Muette. in the garden of ",'Ilieh dinaer was 
laid in tents, provided by the nation for thirty thoufand guens, federative 'deputies. In 
the Gros Caillot, and in the environs of the invalids, dim~er was provided for the peo
-pIe of all defcriptions, not deputies. For the higher communities, fumptuous enter
\tainments were provided in different places. I.n the evening there was-a man fuburb 
<ovrt, and their majenies fupped in public. , 

The grand altar of liberty was ereCted in the middle or the field. T he approadl to 
'it was up a lofty Ilight of fieps, compofed of four di/fereolfiaircafes. The' /teps were 
formed from the fiones of the BafiiHe, and fupporterl by large pillars. 

The records of the confiitution, the royal (ceptre, the hand of junket with a.fpear 
!>earing the cap of liberty, were p1aced on the -altDr. 

• 
About the altar were painted feveral allegorical deligns of 'the (ubjeCt ~r the day: Four 

grand paintings were hung, one on each fTont of it : the firn reprefented the Genius of 
Franee, pointing to the word .. CONSTITUTION," with a piCture o( Plenty, holding 
two cornucopia .. • 

The fecond painting defcribed fome of the glorious de'fcendilnts of France,li owing rile 
trumpet of Fame, and bearing this ) nfcription :-" Hold in your remembrance thefe 
.. thr .. filCl'CCl word., which are the guarantee of YOllr decrees--tbe Nation, the Law • 
.. and the King. The nation i. yourfelves ; the law is your own, for it is your will i 
.. and the king" the guardian of the-law." 

The third painting reprefented the n.tiona! deputies taking the civIc oalh ; 'al\d'the 
fourth deJeribe<l the art. and feien.ce •• with the following word. underneath :-" Men arc 

J Z ~ .. equal : 
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,,' equal: i~ is their virtue, antI not their birth, wliich difiingullhts tli.ln. The law. , . 
.. ought to form the balis of every {bte; in its prefenee 311 men are equ~l." , 

, 
Myrrh and fr~nkincenfe were burnt in large urns about the altar; t l)e form of ir "'~ 

I 
.round, the ceiling of lky·blue, and was OI'nal\lCllred with lar~ chandeliers. At the en 

. of it was placed the f\Vord of jufiice. 
I • 

[ . 

Previous to the conftderation, M. d'Orleans deured leave to return and affin at thi~ 
augun ceremony. On th e receipt of his letter M. de la Fayette afcended the tribune, 
~nd explained his motives for having advifed the departure of the d~ke; which were, 
.. t~at he apprehended an ill ufe might be m.de of hi. name, while prerent,~ i" order to. 
... difiurb the public tc.nquillity. Thefe reaf"ns," he added, "did he beli~ve fiil! fQblin; 
.. though he faw nothing to make him 3pprehenuve, ar prefent, for tim puMlc fafety.'" 
The duke arrived on. the eleventh of July, and, l,lav ing r~newed his civic oath in the 
National A/fem~ly, a/lilted perfonally at the confederation. 

I The capital now experienced" cal.n of near three tnonth., when, on the thirtceDth of 
ovember, it \Vas again agit~ted, in confequence of a duel between M. Cafrrie. and 

M. Charl es Lameth, in which the latl'cr was ~a\lgerouOy wounded; it was imnaediately 
rumoured that M. Lameth was.killed; and the people, ever prone to fuCpicioD, immedi· 
:ttel;t conceived the idea that a general confpiracy was formed toalfaflin.tcall the pattiotic 
members. A prodigious mob a/fcOIbled .t the Hotel de Canries, which they inAasltly befall
to deonolifu, M. de fa F-ayette, nG fooner heard of the commotion, thllO, wtth a pet,. of 
·the n' t ional gu'rd, he repaired to the fpot, and.forcibly reprefented to the popu12ce the. 
ralhnefs of their conduCl:, when they im.hediately defined, and even, on comi of 
the houfe, caufed every mon to be fearched, to evince that plunder Ie a. 
their obje6l:. 

10 .he middle.of November the bulinef, of AYignon came ~ 
well known that the cQunty of Aviguon i. enclofed 0 e'!'/Cf1'; 

France; that it formed ancient~y a part- of Prove.lcc 1 
was at that period both ' under the circumfraoccs of CIIIIpjl , 
.ibe came of age .... reclairnell it; that u.c rlilllil 
by .parlialllentl ; and that feveral me.nairob" 
part of their heredi~ dominion.. On .off 
long ~e/lioll b2li given co the JIOPI' tla 
t hat the ce/liop of Jane, queen of. aple., 
thai, although' /Orne of the kings had deDi. 
k.dg~4 by (jth~ . 
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A p; rty in that city faw with a fpirit of emul~tiOn the new government of Fr~n e; 
they willie<! to m~1n! it their luodel, but nill profelred obedi.nce to the pope. They dea
cd a municipality, and formed the .aive citizens into ~ national guard. A contdl be
tween the vice-legate ~nd the people immediately fuccccded: on the tenth of June a vio
Jel1t iufurreaion &aok plDGe in the: city; the pcop~e fcized the p.l~ce; the paral arms 
were thlown down, and thofc of Fromee ere.!)ed in their plaeo. A petition was dlfp t h
ed to the National Affclnbly. entreating, that the territory of Avignon might be incor
porated into the dominion of Frnnce. This firfi application, the A/rembly on ly ~l1rwer
ed, by fending a body of troops to refiore tranquillity, .lId to preferve order in the city ; 
at th,\ C. me time. adjourning the quefiion concerning the ohjea of the petition . In tv a 
1191 the difcumon w~ apill refumed, and arin deferred. In the mean time a moftdread
ful ciYiI war def,Olated th.:.c beautifu l coantry. It would be difgufiing, as well as tediou • 
to eater inta. detail of the bloody fcC1lll8 and the horrid outrages which fucceeded. Tho 
cireamAllnces bcInc m~de known to the Alfembly. aft~r repeated delibcrotions, it was at 
length refolved. on tbe fourteenth of September 171)1, that the territory of Avignon , with 
the aclj_nt county of Vcnaillin. jhould be confidereti as a part of the French empir • 
and tblt a compeofatioo in lieu of thofe countries lliould be ofFered to the pope". 

The year 1790 elofed with fome little accellion ofJlopubrity to the National AlI'embly 
of France. A fiatae .a. dtcreed to be ereCted to the memory of Rouffeau, Qnd his widow 
was allowed. penfion. Some otl\"r pop.lar aeb "'ere pur. ; but wh.t conferred upOn 
them die mo 'd appl.ufe, wu the report of the cOnubi of finances, from which it 
:!ppeared, thee IlAtioaai receipt exceeded the ClCpenditUre by three millions, and that 
the" \fti upward. df fi •• handred tlloufand polIndl ficrliDg in fpecie in thc public trca
fury. JlCllalcioUI And dirgr.ceful tax of lo/leri.s wal tOtally abolilbed and proh ibi ted. 
About t clofe CIt he year M. de St. Prien. minifier of the inlerior department. re

~gned. 

r-" inlle.d of indicating an iMlination to prolong its {c/lion, 
enumerated- a lift ides which were ne~ef-

a1tbe final dbbUlhlllCnr of me confiitution; after the d • 
decbred ill intention of dilI'olving itfelf. and ac 

• • 
now began to be alar8lld. and th~ 

apoll t l'llinr tlherti s of F t3l1ce • 

.... liT" ,.p ...... 01 "... .. hd {o fa)<mnl, 
""", of QolluIIIOJl~ • 

I 
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' :l1110Iig thc .mon: powerful n3tiolls of the continent. Cordons of troops were 'advanced 
from Germany on the I\or.th, from Spain on the fouth, and from italy and Savoy on the 

, wen; anq Fronce might be faid literally to be beficged with holtile a mi.s. The events 
which took pl3('e in France, retarded for a while the execution of this plan: but the dif
politions of defpotic courtt never "It~r; their aCtion is occafionaJly intorrupted by circum
.(lances ; but their tenour is dirca, and their conducrcommonly confinen!: what Leo
pold left unperformed, Francis has endeavoured to accomplilh. 

The only plea which the condu6\ of France afforded tbefe powers for interfering il\ 
',er domellic COllcerns, was the claim' of the German princes who bad enates in Alface 

,.and Lorraine. On the fubverIion of the feudal infiitutions, the c1a;msofvalf.lage, mort
main, &c. &c. which there princes confidered •• their 'right, were necelf.rity abolilhed. 
It was in vain that the Nation.l Alfembly repeatedly decreed them the amplen compen-
.tion. The views of the German courts were di/ferellt. Alface and Lorraine ./forded 

the excure, ~ut tbe obje6\ of the proje6\ed war 'Yas certainly not the feignori3l righti of 
• few' petty princes, who would think themfelve. amply reoompenfed by the receipt of a 
rew louis in their empty treafuries. The cautious politics of Leopold, however, lea 
him to purfue the mon courtly meafures in treating with France. On the twel\ty-fecona 
~f January, the king communicated to tbe Alfembly a letter from the emperor of Ger
many, in .which that monarch makes the molt unqualified proteltations ofhis ami~able in
.t~lltioo$ towards France; but iutilllatel at the fame time, that" It is necelfary that all 
1. the innovations that have taken place in confequence of tI,e decrees of tbe fourth of 
.. Augun be done away, and m3tters put upon the ancient footing."-The king, wben 
lle communicated the letter, treated it merely as an official mtafure of the emperor, as 
),e,d of the German empire; and obferved, that he received at the rame time the mon 
pacific alfuraoces froOl the court of Vienna. The Alfcmbly, however, were not to be 
impofed upon by the finelre of Leopold; they immed!ately decreed a coofiderabl~ aug_ 
~ment.tioll of the n3tional force, and that every dcfenfive me3flll'e Ihould be expcditioully 

• 
:ld9ptcd. 

• 
On the twentieth of February, 11,e prefident of tbe National Alfembly received a let-

ter from the king, fiating thnt his aunts, the daughters of Louis the Fifteenth, had left PartS 
rh"t mornillg.t fix o'cloek l and that, as he was perfuaded tbat they could not legally be 

. deprived of the liherty which the coofiitution gave to every citizen to travel wherever lie 
would, he hid. not attempted to 'Prevent their departure. This report 'Was no fooner 
made, thao M. C.unus {,ropored, that the civillillihould be dilDinilhed in J.1roportlon to 
the provifion which the nation allotted them: thi. was .gain oppofed by M. Martineau; 
but the alfembly con fidering lhe fubje6\ unworthy of tbeir notice, paired to the order of 
the day. On tbe following diY, however, tlte fubjed wos renewed by M. Barane, who, 
.a the con{\itutional committee were at prefent occupied in providing a fet of ... gubton • 

• -!or the government of the royal family, propofcd tbat they fbould be infuu&ed to pNfc:nt 
~ 

. -• 
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to the A~bly the plan of a decree to afcertain the right which perfona a1lied ·to the 
throne fuou\! have to travel out of the kingdom. This propof.1 produced another from 
Melfrs. Mar~neau, Goupil, and others, that the law againfi emigrants fl,ould extend not 
only to the r al family, but to all other individuals; and that a reafonable abfentce tax 

• 
fuould be imp fed, ill order to difcourage emigration in genenl. 

I 

In the mean tl e the ladies continued their journey, and with a train of curiages pre
fented themfelves be e Moret, and produced to the magillr.tes a paCfport from the king, 
counterfigne4 MORtmor ,and a declaration from the municipality of Paris, fi.ti,'g d,u. 
they arrogated to themfelves no right to nap aoy perfons travelling through tbe kingdo~l • 

• As the municipality of Moret was informed that tbe matter was now under the cOllfider
:tlion of the confiitutional committee, they determined to orren them. They had, how
ever, no fooner taken this determination, than a party of a hundred or more of the chaf
feurs de Lornine, with a number of the doon.llics of M. MOlltmori n, mafor of Fon- . 
lainebleau, appeared hefore the gates, forced them open, an4 made a clear palrage for the. 
travelle~s. At Arnay-Ie-Duc, tbe mun'cip • .Iity wal more fuccefaful : there they effec
tU311y fiopped the progrefs of the royal emigraots, aod difpatched all account of their pro • 
ceedings to tbe National AIr~mbly. On mature con(ideration, bowever, the legiflotive • 
body decreed, that '! a$ tbere was no peGtive ]a,v exifnllg which fanelioned the arrefi of ·· 
.. meCdamel aunts to the king, it fllOUld be referred to the executive power;" and il\ ' 
conCequence of this decree, a.frer fame delays, they were left to purCue their journey to . 
Rome. 

On the twenty-eighth of Feliruary nn event of n more. extraordinary and.fufpiciou:.. 
nature occurred, and unforlunJltely contributed to encreafe tht: jealoufy and dillati.faClioll 
o( the public. On the morning of that day, at the ufual hour of divine Cervicc, at the -
Royal Chapel, a gentleman, after walking for Come time in the gallery, requelled of tilo , 
attendants on the dauphin to be permitted to feo the prince. As he paired into the apatt
amnt, a poniard of a peculiar confiruaioQ wa. difcovered under his coat: he was arrefied~ . 
:lOd ellamined before the mayor of Paris, and comltlitt~d to cufiody. 

While the mayor wis occupied with this affair, he received intelligence of a riot in • 
another quarter. The canle of Vincennes had been direaed to undergo fame repair; . 
and, as that edifice had formerly been ufed as a filltc prifolt, tbe jealouCy of the populace ' 

• 
ituDlediately took fire, and their imaginations teprcftnted to them the horrible fpeClre of . 
a Baftille fiill more formidable than that which had bi:en demolilbed. The fuburb of . 
St. Antoine was prefcntJ.y in motion, and the objeel of popuJa~ fufpicion was powerful
lyalfailed. M. Baill y was howeyer no Cooner informed of this commotion, than be pro
ceeded thither, aceonlpanied by M. de Ja Fayette and 'I fuong 'party of .the n:rtional • 
luard. The popul.ce were ealily undeceived, and perfoaded to diCperfe; but what was. • 
\he furprife ~f the, masi~nte and the lI~ional guard, 00 their return .to the Thrullerics. 

t 
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to Ii, d the g.t4s b~rl'cd ~g:linl1: them; and as foon It they were forced 'open; ~:,e apart
mcnwwcre di{aoycred to be filled with men who had afr(mbled und the pre&nce of de
fending the king' As 00 criminal intention could be proved agaioll: them,. aft .... being 
fe~rche<l, and deprived of their arms, they were ordered civilly to depart, .l1d leave the 
Ilrotection of the royal f.mily to the Dational guord. The general {UfPt,e;' n was, that 
"confpiracy had been concerted by the chjeT~ of the .rifiocr.tic party, to ke adv3Iltage 
of the fir(l:.commotion, which ;would necefiarily draw olf tho national 6u"rd, to put in 
cfli:Cl their 10ng-projeCled plan of carrying olf the king. Wbate::r-t migllf be the mo
tive of tbe per{ons who afrerobled on this occafion, it is much to''De regretted, as it gave 
t QO mucu countenance to !he {u{pieions of the people, and eherifhed that (pirii of party 
which it \\' 0$ fo much the ioterefi of the nation to coumen& Illd fubdue. 

The beginning of Maroh was dedicated by the Membly chiefly to tb'e organizat;nli of 
the .rIllY; and towarel, the condufion of the I1\Onth, feveral decr.ecs were palred.relative , 
to rhe cafe of a regency.-'· Women were excluded from that trufi, as well II Ii-am the -
to . fuceellion to the ~rbwn. The regency was declared-to belong of right to ~h~ next 
" male beir to the crown, during the whole minority 'Of the king. The penon of the 
" minor king, however, w~s not confined eo the regent; and he was pronounced to 110 
" of age nt.cightcen.';-Ncady abOuuhe fame period it was decreed, .. that an publtc 

funCliooaries opght to r~lide in whatever place was the proper feenc of thei r emplo1;
., ments ; that the king, as the fir/l public funCtionary, fhoufcl be always refident, dllring 
, the feffion, within twenty leagues of the legiflative body; and that if he or the heir 
" ~pparenl went out of the kingdom without a decree of the legiflaturc, thly' fhould be 
•• confidered "' having abdicated the crown." • -

• Thi. wos fuceeeded by one of aill greater importance to the welfare of the commllGi-
"f)'. It reg:lrded the [UCCcIliOD to property, and he right of difpoling of af-

• 

ter death . In the outfet of Ihe debate, a very judicious difiinCtion WM"~iOuid'; ••. ' 
it was dcnclmif1co , firll, to decide what was proper to be decrocd with rerpca tb~tb.e 
-'Of perrons dying intellare; and, fecondl)", whether any ren~ ought to be lai,l.il4l!' · 
tight of ttftamc ntary alienation. ln the firfi port of this inve/ligation, the • .,ill .... 
exilt ing lal? of IIIIl<"ritanres wcre firoogly depiacd. The ab/8d "Udalal~==::;:; 
primo IJilur' was (ueccr, fully alt~cked. It ..... ~Jlrated, .e t~t a 

- " tioo cxi lied amcmga the aWB cd INItlons fIi .... itpiry; that it origilld/d 'ID~ 
co the moll: barb:rrous tribet. • thc1DGft urull"li riodll thnl, in the .... ". ... ~tt • 
•• cumnancc! of (oci.ty, it _warranled by DO ~ive, no r,\a(on, no ellCuRl 
.. bJlis wns illjullice, its con{. que_. protigacy • .andbrimes; Ibat the heir to 
co tune"~ genet Ily c~rruJlted by the poll'dlion of il,:and t:Oe younger bra,nc:_~iCI~_ 
.' . to hegg~ry ~nol profiitution; that 't, elfelll Ia • public view were 4liU 
c. ble; 11ld that" it "1$ the principal CIIuli of dlat ..... uality among t".' 
.. produced moll OJ the 'lice and :all the mifcry dut exH\a in fociety." 






