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faults or inconveniences other parts of this {yftem were chargeable with, the redua.ibn
of the exclufive privileges of peculiar provinces, and the laying them on one common.
level of law and government with the reft of the kingdom, was certainly a meafure of no.
fmall public wtility. Upon this divifion, above two thoufand deputies of the provinges
cities, and boroughs which were affeCted, hurried Yraightway to Paris trom every qu;r\
ter of the kingdom, in order to maintain and eftablifh their refpective rights; and fo-
many difficulties fill remained to be furmounted, that it coft three months of the moft
laborious and painful application, before the final arrangement and divifion were com~-
pleated. ¢ Then"—fays Rabaud—¢“the kingdom was confolidated, and the apprehen~

¢ fion of a confederacy was done away *.”

The Affembly, during this time, went through another which they confidered of:
great import: this was the organization of the municipalities, or interior governments,
throughout the kingdom. Though thefe, in their compofition and conftruion, bore a.
clofe refemblance to the parifh. veftries in England, yet, from the extraomlinary powers
‘with which they were endued, or, at leaft, which they affumed, and which produced the
fame effe& as if they legally poffefled them, together with the infinity of their number,
the ignorance and unfitnefs of chara&erin.other refpeéls, which too generally, prevail-
ed among their members, they became the immediate mftruments of a moft deplorable
tyranny, which, being every where fpread, nothing could efcape or evade, and which the
aggrieved could find no power any where to refift. ¢ It feemed as if the new govern.
¢ ment, being founded upon untried pmnclplcs in fome inftances, and in others run up-
“ haftily without any, as occafion and circumitances concurred in favouring the erec~
¢ tion ; fo, among the numerous buttrefles neceflary to fupply fueh glaring and ds
« gerous deficiencies, this was not the lealt confpicucus, that ane half * of the people
¢ fhould be oﬂiclally conftituted fpies upon, and confequcntly maflers of, the otlm-
“ half.” |

The Affembly abolifhed Lettres de Cachet, a meafure which, af not en:mely ucgd]eﬁ
‘was certainly an a& of patrioti{m on their fide, as there was no power in the nation, ex~
eept their own, by which they could be iffucd. They likewife publifhed a number of.
regulations with refpect to the taxes, moft of which, as they were never paid, feemed no.
Jonger to exift. As if it had. been to fanction and confirm that obfervation {o often re-
peated, that their genins and difpofition led more to deftroy than to build up or re-
pair, notwithftanding the failure of almoft all the other taxes, excepting the partial’
new one upon eftates, they totally fupprefled the odious tax upon falt; a meafure which
the king, (as we have formerly fhewn) in the days of hope, if not of happinefs, fo ar-
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dently wifhed to m:compluﬂx but which the continued oppofition to his meafures by-the
parliament of Paris, and the confequent impoffibility of his finding a fnbﬁuutc to carry
‘on the bufinefs of government, rendered him incapable of carrying into effe€t. They
}ewlfe abolifhed, at a fubfequent period, the heavy tax on fouff, whiéh was nearly con-

“fidered as much a neceflary of life as falt itfelf; and which, in confequence of this regu-
Jation, was thrown into the common mafls of articles of general commerce. Many other
obnoxious taxes were alfo fupprefled. |

But abolition and fappreffion were not the precife means that were calculated to fup:
ply the growing deficiency in the revenue®; and the Aflembly foon found themfelves
obliged to enter the labyrinth of finance, where they were to encounter a fubjedt of
which they were meft deplggably ignorant. One grand obje&t had occupied the mind of
the Aflembly ever fince the eftablifhment of fole and unlimited power in the hands of the
Third Eftate ; and had, probably, been much earlier a fubjeé of frequent contemplatien.
I his great fcheme was to find a fund of fo valt a magoitude, that it fhould not only fuf-
fice to difcharge the whole national debt, enormous as it was, but leave fuch a furplus
behind, as would be capable of providing for thofe new, and, as yet, unknown, contin-
gencies, which the new change of affairs was liable to produce. One of the newly-
‘promulgated dorines was, that all things were to give way to the good of the pubhq,
‘or perhaps, more correétly, that the lives and property of individuals were no matters of
‘confideration, in any queftion where they interfered with the benefit of the whoic: in a

.+word, that every thing belonged to the nation, indefinite as that term was, while the in-
dividuals who compofed this great aggregate had no fecurity in any thing: and the
-good of the whole, if the pratice founded on it could be carried to the utmoft extent
-of the principle, might lead to the dilapidation and suin of all the parts feparately.

The fund which was deftined to anfwer thefe mighty purpofes, required no creative
geniusy no depth of fifcal knowledge, no extent of combination or invention ; for it was
-already formed and moulded to the hands of the Aflembly, who had nothing more to do
than to pronounce a fimple decree of «appropriation—This fund was no other than the
great la cftates of the clergy: indeed, it was barely the foil, for they had already
given up the (royalties and exclufive privileges which had, from the foundation of the
monarchy, been attached to, and confidered as a pait of, their eftates, Though the im-
.- menfe benefits to be derived from this fcheme were, by its prqmimt,gn'l fuppom,daem-
<wed perfe@ily obvious to every body, yet it feemed as if fome difficultics were likely to
atife on the queltion of jufice, with refpe@ tosthe intended apphalyonofxl:q fund.
- Some of thele feemed more peculiarly to affeét France than any other country. ¢ For,
27 bcmg the only people uponemh whohﬂvomatmccbeenmsformdm:m-
o '
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< tion .of ph:lofoPheu. it feemed incumbent upon them, at lealt for a time, to adhere
“ clofely to the. rules and principles of that fublime fcience. Now as it happens that
¢ Cicero, who, without formally a.ﬂ‘ummg thc pame, was deemed in his day no inconfi.
¢ derable philofopher, who was ccrtnmly extremely well verfedin their hiftory and doe-
¢ trines, and who conld not peffibly have laboured under any of the prejudices imputed,
“ by modern phllofophm, to, Chriflianity, does not, .in his admirable treatife of the
« moral and relative duties of men in a tate of fociety { which may be confidered as
¢ fuch a compendium of thasafmftry of the antieat heathen world as could not other-
“ wife at this time have exifted ) admit expeducnoe or profit to afford any right what-
« ever for feizing the goods of ethers; and even carried this dorine fo far, as not to

« allow any thing to be profitable Tlm:h was not honourabls, nor any thing honourable
¢« which was not honeft and Juﬂ'r ‘thefe old-fafhioned do&ﬂ'm:, which it might have
¢ been fuppofed would have q?lﬂléd under the illuminatien of the prefent day, were,
« notwithftanding, troublefome impediments in the way of the grand defign.” —~The fu-
periority of the new philofof ophy, .?bnwever, and the genius of its profeflors, foon tri-
umphed over all obftacles; and the pnnccpléwcontmned in the p!(tnodc etpmﬂidn-h-
“Emr)tbmg MMW#WM&M"”___ oVt emyd:ﬁculgy S,

'I'hia was- a bold uroke in tho ext.:emc_, b;ea.?fe fho people having j u&!hrmo&'
every degree of fubordination, were grow frantic by their ea? fuccefs that they
could not think of any thing but farther inn !?mm,tgﬂﬁﬁ revolutions, ﬁle\nhq
concluded might be purchafed at as. cbﬂpu’;ﬁq and acco hed with as much ealc, as
the former. Bat along with this, the number ‘clergy in the hngdom was eftimated
at about one hundred and tbmy ou fan ; d though th»nummbody&mld be
ﬁﬂppdyoﬁlll&ew&qmd&w nd property, yet it wﬂnlttmlufm
they would.fill 4mmmmue mﬂmomtho peoﬁh among whom they
wmmmm habits of tbpfmteﬁ intimacy and friendfhip, befides being their
eﬁhrlﬁmi duties which at that time bad been confidered of
 lafk in  mankind.  Now, though the profeffed and real philofophers had
Jong fince fhaken.off ‘with difdain all the manacles of religion,, ,”h}& was apprehended,
‘and, indeed, hower it mi ;ht be lamented, well known, that the bulk of the people

had not yetbacnf ifficiently illuminated, to enable them to get 1.1 of their anticnt pre-
J,qdm!__orf erftitions qtﬁey wcre hdw called; wthoqlw.fwuhnfpa&mmhwm-
ters, they w fhicicnt gic yeta u'- wmﬁMhMmlzpdn;whkh
is ever ble, bu "*” """ ron idlenefs; ‘wantonnefs, and thofe paffions whicls
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they had remained dormant, might, in certain cafes, aad under certain cireumftances, fuinl
produce fome untoward effe, efpecially on thofe weak minds which continued to be en-
cumbered with any religious fcruples. Neor was it to be fuppofed that the Roman
Catholic powers in general would behold with indifference fo numerous, fo ancient, and fo -

__~ffinent a body, as the mémbers of thé Gallican church ad for a long fucceffion of ages

becn, at once ftripped of their dignities and property, without any legal forfeitare in-
curred, or even the charge or pretence of a crimie laid to cover the violence and outrage.
It was a great misfortune to the caufe of philofophy, and indeed a great detriment to it,
that the Proteftant ftates ftill adhered firmly to the dotrines and principles of Chriftiani-
ty; it had happened likewife, from fome peculiar difpofition of mind which may not ‘be
eafily accounted for, as it formedno exclufive or peculiar part of their fyftem of morality,
that many individuals among them had ever been much in the habit, even where they
bad no dire& intereft, of enquiring ftriétly into, aqd deciding promptly and categorically
upan, fo far asa publication of reafon and opinion could be called a decifion, all quef-
tions of right and' wrong among men, without their being ‘gehierally much fwayed by
the quality or power of any of the parties. This difpofition ‘6f individuals fecnied to
operate no lefs upon.the ftates ‘of that perfuafion, where they had power fufficient to
“carry the theory. into pratice; and they have accordingly been noted, m feveral in-
fances, for repelling injury and injuftige With refpeét to ‘othiers, us well s to thenifelves.
Iz was a farther misfortune, ‘with refpect to'tlie Proteftdiit fites, that being’all, even the
fmallelt of them, more or 1éfs commercial, tHey paid a Rri& regard to'the rights dnd fe-
curity of property in all cafes whatever, and; it ‘was tob much 'tobe appreheiided, would
be ftricken with horror, at the eftablifhment of a‘precedent ‘which ‘werit to fhake and
Toofen the foundations of ‘all the landed-property in Eurbpe. 'Béfides, although'the Pro-
teftants differed in many points of do&rine‘as well as difcipline from ‘the Romanifts, yet
confidering thein ftill as men, and confequently as bréthren' poffeffing the fame common
nature with themfelves, that fympathy fo natural’to mankind, and'fo comimonto the
greateft part of the fpecies, could’ ner fiil ‘to opérate with great foree, at feeing'fo nu-
merous a body of men, many of them eminent for their parts, learning, and vittues, Be~

come, fo fuddenly and tmekpc&édly, the victims of ‘injury and violence.

But all thofe difficultics and iangmappeawd'j'tﬁriﬂ"to-ﬂ whofe eyes were fo fafci-

nated by the fplendor of the obje& in view, that-they could fcénenh" but the immenfe-
advantages, which, in their judgment, muft refult from.it: 1In the firft place, however
neceflary the phrenzy: of liberty which intoxicated the people was to_the accomplithment
of the Revolution,. it was feen tobe totally incompatible with thole fober, ferious, and-
fteady. maxims of policy, which muft of neceflity be adopted, for the government and fe-
curity of fogreat and extenfive a kingdom ; large armies and fleets muft be provided for, .
and whoever the adminiftrators might be, the civil expences muft'run very high'; to fay
nothing of the intérelt of the national debt, and 'the fupport of fuch a mumber of for-
¢ trefles.



1789.] L.EWIB THE SIXTEENTH, 423

trefles as was without cxample in any other country. How, then, were thefe prodigious

expences to be provided for, by a people fo drunkwith their new liberty, that the bare

name of a tax was in a high degree odious to them ; and who, fo far from being pleafed

or fatisfied by the diminution of their burthens, which the abolition of the moft heavy

and obnoxious of the old ones produced, feemed, pn the contrary, to grow more viclgat

in their abhorrence of thofe which remained ! Force, which has been fo often ufed with

effect in fuch cafes, would here have been inevitably deftruive ; the diffolution of the

new fyftem, and of every thing appertaining to it, would be, at onee, the confequence ;

and another revolution, the accidental birth of a mement, without form, order, obje, or
defign, would take place, the final confequences of which no man living could forefee.

Whereas, by the attainment of the defired objed, they had mot a doubt-—though they

were moft egregioudly deceived—that all thefe evils would be averted; that the golden '
age would feem to be renewed ; that taxes, for a time, would not be heard of; that go-

vernment would feem to fupport itfelf ; and that nothing but peace and felicity would

prevail during the reign of the prefent rulers, Not was it, perhaps, forgotten, among fo

great a number of more important objects, that the attainment of thit meafure would

free the Aflembly from the neceflity of entering deeply into that moft difficult tafk of
financiering, .

The bufinefs was brought forward towards the end of O&ober; and it is not one of
the leaft extraordinary circumftances attending this extraordinary bufinefs, that the per-
fon who moved the decree was a prelate, M. Talleyrand Perigord, bifhop of Autun.
The debates were fnppumd with much ingenuity and animation. The meaftre was
juftified, in the ﬁt&m on a principle of ftate neceffity, for, without this extraor-
dinary aid, many advocates for the decrec maintained, that fuch was the deranged ftate of
the finances, a national bankruptcy muft evidently enfue. This plea had great weight
with many men of moderate principles, who, on no other confideration, could have been
induced to lay ﬂolcnt hands on poffeflions which they had ever been taught to regard as
facred. But ftill, Why fhould the property of ecclefiafiics be fingled out as a juft object
of feizure, in preference to that of any other fet of men ?——~was a queftion that naturally
occurred. In anfwer to this, it was maintained, that the clergy had no right to the pof-
feflions which they held under law, ufage, the decifions of courts, and the accumulated
prefcription of a thoufand years; that the ecclefiaftics were fititious perfons, creatures
«of the !hta. ﬂ)dwat pleafure ﬂ!cy mlght defiroy, aua of cburfe limit and modify in
every Wmﬂq; that the goods they poflefied were t properly theirs, but belonged
‘to the flate which created the ficion ; and that, what they might fuffer in theic
natural feelings and patural perfons, on account of what was donetowards them in theic
conftructive charaéle nfollld not be an objed of confideration.

 Oan the other hami. it w mﬁﬂd, that aﬂm::gthe neceflity of an extraordinary

fupply, the partial feizure of private property could by no means be juftified; that, at
: 3 M 2 the
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Wa-have aladady obfmcdftblgﬂkt advocates for.the .decrec aﬂ'ertcd-—?h:,:e was e
otler mww Javmy the flate.  To this their opponents replied ;. it is proved, on the
contrary, by the very confeffion of your own committees, that when the tythes which
you have abolifhed are det , the remainder of the ecclefiaftical revenues will not
near {uffice for the ces of public. worfhip, the maintenance of the minifters of vy
ligion, the penfions of friars and nuns, the fupport of fenw;utbc ereftion and repairs
of churches, &c. &c. That a deficit will appeas. of ﬁ&ywllmp of livres—and cven
fifty-fix, including the debt of m;dm—,\wcﬁb pplied from the public tica-
fu. 11 e Qi oo M iy i Mmoo,
which muft opceﬁrilx.-fﬂ‘l.g n the people?. Befid: are any onb_fqnonﬂy affirm, thag

f thol ,mp:ﬂclple;, which 9ppﬂn.ture
its firmeft rupml Cgu vgh;; is, Ilpj > ufeful? %%m trani grqﬂiaaof that
law which enfures to every individual the qu:et pofleffion of h erty be ever dum-
ed falutary ? Is it Dot on the mnzmy.mdnd with the moft fata confequcncu?

“ ﬂn good: gf the cbm'cﬁ are ng;u own,' —Str paradox | By wbat‘fcuphlﬂlul arts
do yon cxpcﬁ t6 defh'oy ideas, the juftice of ﬁhidiﬂxknowledgeql by every nation in
Europe f———t% The ccclofiafiics are bmxﬁ):n&wm."—-Doubtleﬁ what the clergy, col-
lectively,. pﬁﬁ as a frechold, its members, individually, only enjoy as ufufruéls; butis
not an ufufruék clafled with that fpecies of property which ‘has been declared inviolable ?
We are but ufufru@uaries of life; but is that a reafon why we. ﬂ:ouldhc deprived of it?.
34 v o ot o EEY o L ol ANy B 2

y 4 %dmmﬁwﬂf}'ﬁ\m)ﬂ is to be ndu'&ond by.ﬂnt aﬂ'eulonf Can therc ’
exift in law any diftinction between -a poffeffion lawfully acquired, and-enjoyed for 2.
long feries.of ages, and an abfolute property i Are vou in carneft; when you maintain,
that pofleffions which have been legally given and transferred to the clergy by thofe to
whom they belonged, which have been by them put into a ftate of cultivation, improved,
and rendered worth a hundred times more than they originally were, and which haveheen
canﬁrmedxa them,bx,d} the fovereigns of the hngdom "—Arc you in earnefl when you af-

U2t TR \_r..'.., ol A A

»n IlhﬂbﬂnMﬂ;m furnmpamnf ﬁlhmﬁory,ﬂmthe eﬁ;lm.lgrinliof hﬁ'ﬂsmmny of the convents
were nothing. ‘lefs' than » favour ‘conferred by ‘the granters on the grantees. In thofe early periods of the
moural;y. mwu admn the purpafes 8f hufbandry bore fo fmall a proportion to the land

: 8, thag the perfor r'wnthqmiw kafduldﬁd&nnﬂbwucmﬁn

the Jabour of their own
Fevring, deard sy the 'y

he moft ftri ! by the lands that were grant-
1, extende mm&mu the community, snd enlarged the fources of reliel

y more falubrious, and, removing every

ive a tea WMWWMhmhm monks,
: d‘s;}‘!} mﬂyﬂm that the decree which
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fert that they haye no property in ﬂwm? ln whah, thea. ba the property vefted dur-
mg this immemorial poﬁ'eﬁonr L2t {5 ﬁ

¢ In the nation.”—That is to fay in no mlé” for what Mb’ngi' te e‘cry“body belongs
tzrnobody. The founders of, and benefators to, convents gave their citates with a
view to the public good; but they did not give them to the public; they devoted them
to the fefvice of religion and the relief of the poor. The only right poffeffed by the
public is that of feeing that they are not mﬂ'ap ied ; and if thofe aéts by which the pro-
perty of the clergy has been conveyed from age Hagc, after having been deemed invio-
lable by thoufands of generations, &oul? mM enly annihilated by our will alone, can
you deny that, in that cafe, the eftates eturn to the fource whence they fprang,
and be reftored to the donors or ici: ‘hem? Eh!y clﬁuiod them, wMt plea could you
pofﬁblymppofe to tlieir pretcﬁﬁom? b

“ The flate sakes upon itfelf to fec that the purpofes for which the p\raﬂrty was given are
« fulfilled. - Thespoffeffions, thevefore, devolve to the flate.”—Such was not the will of the
founders. They did not think, l:ke‘yon, that, by configning their wealth to the pub-
lic treafury, the prior purpofe for which it was deRined would be as ‘well-fatfilled, as if
it were configned to the church; and Rill lefs would they have thought like you, could
they poffibly have forefeen the fyftems and innovations which you wifh to fubftitute for
the principles and creed of our fathers.—Be that as it may, it is fufficient that they dif-
pofed of their property ina different manner, to prevent any kind of change from taking
place without reviving the rights of their fucceffors in preference to all others. Firft to

difpoflefs, and then to confifcate, is to add injuftice to injuftice ; it is an aét of defpotifm
" moreé odious and abfolute, than any exertion, however arbitrary, ‘of the executive power.
Befidos, what an inconfiftency is it to defpoil the clergy of their pofleflions under pretext
that a corporation cannot bave any property, and tien whﬁw thurw the ftate, as if
the ftate were not allo a colle@ive body ! - :

“ The exifience of an mkﬁqﬂ:cd! corparation, MW of an mayfw rmu‘uc, il repug-
¢ mant 1o thofe principles which we bave ¢fiablifbed for the formation of a good ngﬂuumu.
“ To leaveat in poffeffion of that revenue, wouldbe to expafe ourfelves 1o the danger of again
““ bending bencath the yoke of defpetifm.”—This llun uthmtum of all your ufur-

‘pations, of all*yourdtﬁfn&weopm ck tod b&%'ﬁe‘t{h—
{parent gauze of fubtle fophiftry. qui:le&ﬂ vaio fubterfuges, which are no longer
Hufficiently fpecious to uupo&anthnm& (uperficial mi -;'-;--_-‘ﬁ ‘word
defpotifim, which was never applied with 4"‘%‘_‘* loehumpd M the
Sixtecrith. According to you, de/patifin and royalty are fynonymous torms ; and royalty

is the objec of your pet!bcuﬁoﬂs; it is that no “force may re‘mim”q&unf defending
hat, that you think it neceffary tomhdma.llthegmt orporations ; and that, after

Jﬂﬁml_hz
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defpoiling them of their poffefflions, you no longcr fraple to rifk the deftruion of the
ftate, in order to promote a fpeedy fale, that, by bomp:ln&ﬁhud among a number of
purchafers, the d'wpntm may be confirmed ',

‘.
e

Your real object. (you ‘cannot deny iit) is to depnve the dmyo{ all hope, and to effeét:
its ruin; that muft be the end which this dreadful operatien is meant to anfwer ; that
muft be the effect of it. But what intereft can the people have in it ? What advantage
can they poffibly derive from'it? You are cnn&mlly making ufe of their name, but what
do ‘you do for them? Norrinc—pofitively orrNG, On the contrary, your proceed-
ings tend to that which muft ineyitably lead to the exadtion of new impofts. You have-
refufed, to their prejudacc, an offer of four hundred millions, the acceptarice of whnch ;
might ‘have contributed to their relief; and, in lica of this refource, you have adopted.
anunjuft and ruinous meafure, which, according to your own confeflion ¥, burdens the
public treafury, and, confequently, the people, with an additional annual expence of at-
leaft fifty millions, and mth a debt of one hnndred and ﬁfty millions.

Suthare the principal obfervations that have been made on“this extraordinary mcafurc,
and from thefe the fnﬁo#hg inferences have been drm .
‘The prop erty of thedergy muft be regaldeil ' 'l'ecunty frop the fame
fource which gives Rability to all other poﬂ'eﬂ'im ; and if; on the ane
ed the multitude of charters, of ancient records, ‘and of authentie titles, ‘_ich had fuc-
ceflively and continually fan@ioned the p s 1§ an : ‘on
the clofe conne&ion which fubfifted between the ‘the necef-
ﬁt; of maintaining its minifters from a fund more folid than a falny liahle to be affeted
by every fhock to which the public treafury was expofed, it muft be acknowledged, that
there was no property batter cRabliﬂled m pom,{gf nght, Mfkﬁn&aﬂe from its

application,
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, prefent i"ﬂ‘h‘l par M. Qﬂom’p, 93,.atfuur '
hat the poffeffion am% whi:!tkulldmuaml damains, in-
to defray the expences mw“ in their prefent reduced
ity millions ﬁmch, h&i’”ﬁm#mﬁaﬁmﬁam‘
e debt.of the clergy, which amounted to- one hundred and
mfand livees—The report made by the committee of tythes,
| s fill  and the bithop of Nuaney proved at the time, that it had
(penfable neceflity. ) am*mm::ﬁmh.'rmmlﬁcnofrﬁh-
' v lﬁhﬁﬂ#ﬂmw it“was maintained, as a certainty, that,
polfeflions '. nhdmhﬁ-mqhadﬁmm,m&mm
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fubfiftence on precarious {alaries, fome of them amounting to one half, others to a quar-
ter, and others to a tenth or twentiéth part of their former lawful pofleflions—the
Aflembly was not guilty of one hundred and thirty thoufand a&s of injuftice, one hun-

dred and thirty thoufand violations of property, and one hundred and thirty thoufand ins_
frations of the public faith? G : .

Had the property of the church been proved to be indifpenfably neceffary to the falva-
tion of the ftate, there was flill a mode of proceeding which it was the duty of the
Adlembly to adopt, and which would have enabled them to avoid a great part of the in-
juftice of which they were now guilty. They fhould firft have accepted the fotir hun-
dred millions offered by the clergy, and then have eftablifhed a kind of finking fund, to
which all the benefices, vacated by death, fhould have been appropriated. This gradual
extinction of fuperfluous benefices, if any fuch there were, would have enfured them a

degree of credit and confidence which, by purfuing ‘the fyftem they had adopted, they

were never able to obtain. ¢ They thought themfelves juft,”—~fays a Contemporary
writer—=*¢ and they had nothing of juftice but her bandage.”

The National Aflembly having gained its point, in the feizure of the ecclefiaftical
property, difplayed great prudence, management, and addrefs, in its tranfaltions with
the court of Rome. The holy father was either cajoled, or pretended to be fatisfied,
by reiterated proteftations of the ftri€t union of the Affembly with the pope, as head of
the Chriftian-chuarch, in all fpiritual matters ; as well as of their fidelity to the religion
of their forefathers. The weaknefs of the court of Rome, the age of the pontiff, with
a‘grievous fenfe of the humiliations which that fes had of late years experienced,all con-
curred in giving a {emblance of currency to thefe aflurances ; for it is not to be fup-.
pofed, that the refinement of Italian policy was fo totally exhaufled, as that their pur-
port wag not thoroughly comprehended, and their real value duly eftimated,

. All the canons of the kingdom, as we learn from Rabaud, had entered into a combi-
nation, and almoft every chapter had protefted, againft the decree; and, from the fame au-
thority, we derive the intelligence, that the prefs now took an entirely new direction,
and that a prodigious manufatture was carried on of pamphlets and periodical publica-
tions againft government : that, as it was well known that books had confiderably af-
ﬁM‘ the Revolutjop, it was, therefore, imagined that the fame inftruments might, be
fuccefsfully employed in bringing about a counter-révolution: that the ecclefiaftics ex-
pected to dazzle the people of France, by circulating ten times as many volumes againit
the National Aflembly as there had been publifhed in its favour ; that a multitude of
printing prefles, both within and without the kingdom, were devoted to this pious mer-
chandize; that all the different kinds of fiyle were fammoned to, aid the holy, caufe;
.poems; fongs, epigrams, fatires, tragedies, Were written agaioft the National Affembly;
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" ageinft'its committees; againft its moft celebrated members; againft the eity of Paris ;
and agginft the national guards, who were mentioned as objeéts of fupreme contempt.
Pamphlets fucceeded pamphlets with a rapidity proportioned to the tse that engendered
them*.” If this account betrue, it wouldfeem that the royalifts, who were ever too
14%e in all their. attempts, enterprizes; and defigns, were now, when it was of no ufe,
feized with a fpirit of writing and publieation, which, if it had operated in due time,
might have produced the moft beneficial effects to them and their caufe.

Bat it muft be obferved that this account, given by Rabaud, butill accords with thofe
refiraints which we-know, from indifputable authority, had been impofed on the prefs..
Both the abbé Sabatier and M. Mounier mention fpecific inftances of the operation of
thofe reftraints, which perfonally affe€ted themfelves. “Fhe latter, too, in affigning his
motives for the refignation of his feat, after enumerating the impediments which fubfift-
ed to the free communication ofchis opinionsin the Affembly, fays—* If Thad attempted
“ to publifh my thoughts, the fame obftacles, the fame inconveniences prefented thems~
¢ felves. No printer would have dared to work for me: or if any one had been rafh.
¢« cnough to undertake.it, it would have been impoffible to circulate the work. All
¢ the copies would have been immediately feized and carried off ; for men who refle€t
¢ know very well what is to be underftood-by ourmodern LiserTy or THE . PrESss:
¢ they know very.well that it gives the privilege of calumniating and infulting with
“ impunity.thofe citizens whom the faltious are defirous of ruining in the public opi~
“ nion ; of {flattering and deceiving-the multitude; of perfuading them that every thing
“ ought to give way to their caprice, and that they ought to acknowledge no other law
¢ than that of theic own fupreme willi' This liberty of the prefs permits to offend, in
« infamous libels, morality, the altar, and the »thr:me; and to diffeminate principles the.
« moft falfe and dangerous ; but it does mot permit a manvto [peak the truth, when by fo
“ doing He may. difpleafe the demageguesy difconcert. their views, and affell their interefis .2

The parliaments; who, without intending ity had contributed fo materially to promote
the Revolution, began now to fhudder-at the thoughts of impending diffolutiony and

L
L f

40 Hiftory of the Revolution, by Raband de Saint Eticnne, p. 137, 138. ~
41 Pxpofé de 12 Conduite de M. Mounier, p, 35-—Anothor inftonce of the freedom eftablifhed i France by
ahe Revoludonyis alfo sdduced by Moonie, He fays— I faw no poflibility of conveying fay fentiments to my con-
¢ fituents, or of making the truth reach them in the midit of fo many lies whieh had been induftrioufly circulated
# through the provinces: Under the defpotic fyfem, the agents of. authority were fufpedied of carrying  their
“ wickednefs to fuch a pitch 25 to betray the public confidence by violating the fecrots.of letters. No certain proofs
“ of this, however, fubfifted : but, under the prefent reign of anasclry, nothing is facred ; virtue alone is forced to -
- ¢ become circum{pedt, while crime, proud of the impunity it enjoys, will not-even defcend to the adoption of cau-
“ tious meafures. It is known that deputies have received letters open, on which were written the name of the
~tediftvict, which, in it profound wiidom, and in virtue of its abfolute power, had thought proper to break the
¢ feals and read them.” - ' - |
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wanted nothing but power to make a vigorous effort for-averting the fate with which
they were threatened. Thofe of Rouen, of Brittany, and of Metz, determined, however -
unfavourable the prefent ftate of affairs might be to fuch an attempt, not to perith withe
out a ftruggle. They had, accordingly, the boldnefs to proteft againft a decree of the
National Affembly, pafled on the fecond of November, which fufpended them from the
exercife of their funétions. But they foon experienced, to their forrow, how different
the power was with which they had now to contend from that which they were wont
to infult under the name of the royal authority. They were forfaken and deferted by
thofe towns and thofe people in whom they repofed the greatelt confidence, and over
whom they fo lately held the moft fupreme afcendancy. T heir fall, to which they fub-
mitted with a bad grace, was accelerated by this fruitlefs effort, and was embittered by
thofe laft and moft galling curfes of fallen ambition—contempt and derifion. The par«
liament of Bourdeaux, which ftood fingly, held out much longer, and was much more -
troublefome than the other three: it was, indeed, accufed of ufing every poffible exertion .
to excite an infurreion in the South.

The newly-created municipalities began early to detraét from the fanguine hopes -
which had been formed on their inftitution. This failure of defign, or misfortune, was,
as ufual, aferibed entirely to the evil machinations of the ariftocrates, who, it was pre-
tended, feeing that this new authority was the fifft degree in the future adminiftration,
and the only popular power at that time exifting, and always endeavouring, by diminu-
tion or divifion, to attain the power of deftroying, ufed all their influence to get their
own creatures elefted into thefe authoritics, We are afterwards told, very feriouly,
that whenever the eleCtors had been thus led to make an improper choice, they became
viétims to the arts of their enemies, and that the maffacres which took place in certain
towns of the kingdom were occafioned by evil-minded municipalities**, Thus was a -
party ever at hand, on which to throw .the odium of every misfortuue, domeftic or fo-
reign, which could poffibly befall the nation.

As it was neceflary notonly to keep the people awake, butiina ftate of. abfolute agita~
tion, the moft improbable ftories of plots and confpiracies were circulated with incredi -
ble induftry. Oune of the popular journals afferted, about this time, that a young lady
of condition had raifed an army of thirty-fix thoufand men, to bring about a counter-

~ revolution, and that fhe exercifed her troops in a very private apartment, on the fifth ftory,
in the Rue Mazarine,~Another offered to prove one hundred and eleven confpiracies, all
in exiftence, but atdifferent degrees of maturity. Allthefe journalifts agreed in imputing |
the calamities and crimes of the times to the ariftocrates; but the truth is—f{ays the au-
thor from whom this intelligence is derived—that the nobles did nothing either good or

a Mﬁd,p. 138,
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tad, and that thenr nullity formed a perfeét contraft with the ferocity of the Third
Eftate.** Thefable of Vefoul was realized at Senlis, and the moft atrocious crime of
the sge was committed by the hand of a Plebeian. %

The king’s minifters were alfo deemed proper obje&s for exciting popular difcontents.
A violent outcry was, accordingly, raifed, and a number of chiarges exhibited againft them,
though no attempt was made to bring them to the point of trial or impeachment. If fome
of thefe charges'were fo loofe and indefinite, that they would as exaétly fuitany other body
of men, as thofe againft whom they were particularly dire€ted, it is to be obferved, that
this was the current political language, both in writing and fpeaking, and the eftablifhed
fafhion of the times; if others of them feemed incomprehenfible or- impoffible, it fhould
be remembered, that the people on whemrthey were intended to operate were much more
likely to be fafcinated by thofe things which were unintelligible or incomprehenfible,
than by thofe fimple falts, narrated in plain language, which come home to every man’s
underftanding. | _ 3

The mimifters were charged with*ferving the caufe of the diffaffe&ed by their inaétion ;
and it was urged, that, by retarding the tranfmiffion and the execution of the new laws,
they thereby defignedly prolonged the exiftence of anarchy ; indulging themfelves in the

‘fondhope, thatthe people, difgufted with continual {cenesof endlefs confufion, would call
loudly for the old government, under which they had enjoyed a ftupid tranquillity : that,
at the fame time, thefe foes to liberty had infidioufly created a fearcity of grain; that they
had likewife infidioufly created a fearcity of fpecie; and that they had infidioully refufed
to give employment to the artifans, in the hope that, every clafs of men becoming diffatif-
fied, the people would, at length, grow weary of their-own courage. Thefe were among
the principal charges preferred againft the minifters: it muft always be recolleéted, though
it-fcems to have been tocally forgotten by the framers of thefe accufations, that long fince,
and at the very commencement of the Revélution, all prefent and future adminiftrations
were rendered direétly anfwerable and perfonally refponfable to the National Affembly,
for every part of their condu, fo that neither the king’s name would afford a fanétion,
nor his exprefs orders a juftification, for their adoption of any meafure contrary to the
{entiments of that body ; even l‘uppoﬁng the king tobenow a free agmt.‘ml cnpabie of

tranfadting any bufinefs.

The charges againft the moﬁ-uonﬁdenble and alive members of thc two ruined or-
ders were more abundant than thofe againft the minifters. Thefe malecontents were faid

43 Journal Politique, %c. tom. ii. p.122~=123.

44 At Senlis, a foldier, who had been difcharged from the national troops, ﬁredonam of the citizens
as they paffed the door of the houfe in which he was. A number of perfons immediately rafbed in to feize the cul-
pnt,uhenthohMbuwup,mdaole&thmﬁxt;oftlummkuhd,mdamnmmy&ew
pwiion, :
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to be difperfed through every court in Europe, and were faid to be feconded, in the great-
er part of them, by the Freach ambafladors, at thofe refpe@ive courts, their joint endea-
vours being calculated for the univerfal diffemination of their own invincible hatred
againit their native country: that in thefe courts they laid the foundation of a general
confederacy of all the powers of Chriftendom againft France: that their object was, to
perfuade the feveral monarchs, that their caufe was the caufe of kings, and that it be-
hoved them all equally to unite their common ftrength, in order to reftore the arbitrary
authority of Lewis the Sixteenth+’. Imprudent men !|—exclaims Rabaud——who never
perceived that they were, at the fame time, teaching Europe, that this was alfo the caufe
of nations! The fame writer proceeds to tell us, that two princes, who had taken re-
fuge at Thurin, aflembled there fome of the gentry, and threatened France with an inva-
fion by the way of Nice, and by the way of Savoy; and had fent emiffaries inte Pro-
vence, to Nifmes, and to Lyons, while the king of Sardinia put his army in motion on
the frontiers.—In oppofition to this ftatement, however, it muft be recolleted, how to-
tally unprovideg for war, or even for any degree of defence, the king of Sardinia was
long after, when his dominions were fo violently invaded and over-run by the French ;

and when his) moft ancient dukedom of -Savoy was, fo far as a decree could give perma-
nence to the wrong, for ever annexed to the majefty of thenew Republic.. The laft
charge was extremely well defigned, and ¢ould fearcely fail to produce its intended effect.
It was to this purpofe—that it was then publickly declared, that Paris was no longer

worthy of the prefence of her king; and that Lyons deferved the honour of being the
capital of the empire.

In the mean time the animofity between the democratical leaders and the nobles who
ftill continued in the Aflembly, were grown fo violent and inveterate, that duels became
frequent between the enraged parties; and as the laft appeal is made to the fword in the
great political difputes of nations, fo here, the fmaller political differences between par-
ties and individuals were referred to the fame arbitrary decifion. And as it has been
long and often obferved, that a change of condition frequently produces a great.change
in the manners, and even, apparently, in the nature of men, fo it feemed now, that as
the democrates had already ftripped the nobility of all power, intending to be their fuce
ceffors in every thing, they meant to deprive them of the only exclufive claim to dif-
tinftion which was ftill left untouched, and which they had poffeffed unrivalled for
fo many ‘ges-—thxt of a decided fuperiority in all the hardy deeds of arms and chivalry.

© Totounterbalance all thofe dangers, real or fuppdfed, with which France was faid to
‘be environed, we are informed, that the nation at large was unanimous in fupporting the
Affembly : that its table was covered with addrefles from every town and city, expreflive
- % Rabaud, p. 139, 140,
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of their affé&ion, of their admiration, and of their gratitude; promifing it three millions
for the defence of the conftitution, and encouraging it to perfevere in its patriotifin % e
It might eafily have been imagined, that, with fo much unanimity, and with fo prodi-
gious a mafs of firength, which has in no degree been equalied fince the days of Xerxes,
they had little caufe to be apprehenfive of either forcign invafion or demeftic confpiracy ;
and yet they feem to have been tremblingly alive to both. :

The condut and proceedingsof that Aflembly, in which<was now vefted the whole
power of the empire, under thefe circumftances, are thus defcribed by Rabaud, in his
ufual ftyle:—* The National Affembly, occupied in parrying thefe attacks, was ftill ad-
¢ vancing with great firides, trampling upon the ruins of defpotifm, combating every
¢ prejudice, difcomfiting every error, making war on every abufe, deftroying ufurped
« rights, and re-eftablifhing that precious equality, which renovates the youth of na-
¢ tions, and regenerates them, by reftoring them: to their primitive: ftate of parity.”—
Some cavillers might be induced to afk, How that equality could be re-eftablithed, which
never before fubfifted? and might likewife perverfely enquire, in what period of the
golden age that primitive purity- exifted, to which the people were now fo. happily re~
ftored? But it might well be anfwered, that fuch men, who would wifh. ta manacle elo-
quence, and to fhackle flowery defcription, muft be by nature adverfe to the beautics of
ftyle, and graces of compofition ; anfl muft likewife labour under fome fatal prejudices,
which would lead them to queftion the legitimacy of the new philefophy.

It is rather aftonifhing, thatan Aflembly who is thus reprefented’ as the model of virs-
tue and patriotifin, thould not have paid fo much regard to the diftrefled fituation of the
public revenue, and have difplayed fo much patriotic difintereftednefs as to have refufed to
add to the embarrafiments of the ftate, by an augmentation of the national expence. While
were at, Verfailles they had come to a decifion that every deputy fhould receive eighteen
livresa day, as wages; and fince their arrival at Paris they had encreafed their falary to
four-and-twenty. livres, befides. being paid, their travelling expences, at the rate of five
livies per. pofiv; and by.the fame decree they authorifed the minifter of finances to pay
each deputy fix months' wages. Thus did the reprefentatives impofe on the nation
a tanding expence of feven hundred and fifty pounds a.day, while, at the Tame time, they
were continually enforcing the neceflity of the ftriQeft cconomy. Their proceedings,
in this inflance, forms a. friking contraft with the condu of the deputics affembled in
1614, who, as there is every reafon to believe, did not receive.one fingle farthing for their
fervices®’.. The labours of the firft. year of the Revolution was clofed by a decree,

: 48 Rabaud, p. 141.. s
47 Journal*Politique, &¢, tom. il. ps 157, Note~Though the members of the National Affembly had ever
d.fplayed the greateft anxiety to render all their proceedings as public as poffible, by the indiferiminate admiffion of
ftrangers into thein ball, in this inftance they preferred the fecrecy-of a committee, in which every thing relating
fo their own {ilaries was fettled and arranged.—Does not this circumftance feem to indicate that they were afhamed -

of the bufinefs ?
“ thas
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% that no member could accept of any place in the miniftry ;"—which was judicipufly,
though unfuccefsfully, oppofed by Mirabeau; and by the irrevocable union of the ifland
of Corfica to the French nation, as a conftituent part of the empire.

A.D. 1790.] The Aflembly had now been convened eight months, and the few fa-
lutary regulations they had eftablifhed were greatly overbalanced by the infinite confu-
fion they had created, and the love of ararchy which they 'had been the means of diffemi-
nating throughout the kingdom. The pecuniary embarraflments they had been fo
firenuoufly urged to remove were encreafed in a confiderable degree ; peace, order, and
juftice, far from endeavouring to promote, they feem to have confidered as fatal obftruc-
tions to the accomplifhment of their plans; and, infiead of commanding the admiration
of furrounding ftates, by prefenting to their view the noble fpectacle of a truly philofo-
phic affembly of legiflators, deeply imprefled with the love of their country, influenced
by no pitiful confiderations of party, and difplaying a generous anxicry to fettle the
conftitution on the broad bafis of public good, they excited the contempt ‘or indignation
of every refleCting mind, of every fincere friend to rational freedom, by exhibiting the
difgufting fight of a convention of frothy fpeculators and bungling ftate-mechanics, fkil-
Yed only in the paltry vulgar arts of demolition, rejeéting the folid wifdom of experience,
and too frequently actuated by unworthy motives of vanity, intereft, or ambition, The
facility with which the minds of the people had been irritated and inflamed, to that degree
as to render them fit infiruments for the execution of any plan, however vicleat, encou-
raged fuch members of the Aflembly as wifhed to promote diforders to have again re-
courfe to that bafe and degrading meafure. At this very period, when, according to Ra-
baud, the moft fignal virtue and patriotifm were difplayed by the National Affembly, the
count de Marguerite afferted publickly at the duke de Liancourt’s table, and in a nu-
merous company, where near thirty members of the Affembly were prefent, that a revolt
which had lately taken place at Toulon had been inftigated or fupported by members of
that body, who a&ed therein upon the principle—* Zhat more infurreétions were necef-
¢ fary;” and this extraordinary charge was liftened to by all the deputies prefent, with-
outa fingle word in denial, refutation, or excufe, being offered by any-of them*',

- The king, whofe titls of king of France and Navarre, after his removal to Paris, had
been changed by the National Afflembly to that of Kine or THE FrencH, had, with
his family, been kept in a ftate of abfolute confinement. Though, from the perufal
of Rabaud and other democratical writers, it would not appear that the king had been
at any time under the fmallelt degree whatever of reftraint or diftrefs, yet from the au-
thority laft quoted, the authenticity of which admits not of a doubt, we learn, that, at

) . g 48 See Young's Tour, p. 276,
j R At 302 the
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the beginning of this year, when, it being near three months after the procellion from
Verfailles, it might be fuppofed the violence and fufpicion of the peaple would be abated,
a body of eight hundred men, with two pieces of cannon, mounted guand every morning
at the Thuilleries: that, on the fourth of January, the writer bebeld the extraordinary
{peQacle of the king of France walking in the gordens with fix grenadicrs of the city
militia : that the doors of the gardens were kept {hut while he walked in them, in or~
der to cxclude all perfons but deputies, or thofe who procyred admiffion-tickets, from
entering : that when he re-entered the palace, the doors of the gardens were thrown
open to all perfons without diftinctien, althiough the queen 4, with a lady of her court,
was ftill walking in.them: that that {he was likewife attended fo clofely by the Garde
Bourgeoife, that [he muft have fpoken very low not to be overheard by them :. and that
even the dauphin, who was at work, with a little hoe and rake, in a {iall garden, which
had been railed off for his amufement, was not without a guard of two grenadicrs
upon him *°,

The Affembly felt no fmall uneafinefs-at the ill effe which the confinement of their
fovereign (however it was-attempted to be depied or palliated) produced upon the public
opinion, in other countries, as well as at home ; and of the firong handle which it af-
forded ‘to their encmies for calling . queftion the yalidity of thofe laws to which his
fanétion was extorted; under a flate of refiraint, which, depriving him of all free agency,
rendered him, by the laws and confent of all nations, imcapable of any Jegal aék; or of
any act that could be binding on himfelf, any longer than the compulfion which produced
it continued to operates

The removal of this dificulty was juftly confidered anobje& of the higheft impor-
tance ; andat was accordingly determined.to negle& no means that could promote its at-

49 The utmoft paing had been taken to render the gneen odious to thé-pations Al her errors and fraiities were .
magnified into vices:and crimes; and all the arts of malice were exerted in theinvention of calumnies the moft
foul and atrocieus, which were circulated throughout the provinces with wonderfulindufbry. She svas firfk charg-
ed with the impoffible crime of having procured the conftruétion e!:uwdl-dumd mine under the hall of the
Nationa! Affembly, in order to blow the {tates, without diftin@ion, at once into the air. This ridiculous ftory was
not only verbidly propagated throughout the kingdom, but a letter, afferting the faét, and {aid to have been written
by one of \he deuties to the States, was, 3t about three hundred miles diftance from Paris, publickly averred by
feveral perfons to have beendoen and read by them, The fack was bgligved by, all who heardit, which drew the
fellowing obfervation from Arthur Young, who was prefent at the recital, and the authority. given—* Thus it is in
# yevolutions, one rafcal writes, and a hundred thoufand fools believe"~The fame writer was expofed to confider-
able danger from a fufpicion that he, and an old woman, his guide, were combined with tée gmeringa confpiracy
againtk the volcanic rocks and mountains of Auvergns, and that o ws the aétuig agent for blawing np the tows -
of Clermont: at aocther time, he was feized in bed at midnight by.a party of armed militia, on the very ferious
and alarming charge, of hisbeing a party in-a cenfpiracy formed by the queen, the count d*'Artois, and the count
A'Entraignes, againft the territory of the Vivarois—Thefe.impudent lies were but tiie commencement of the infer~
nal projecl which was fyftematically purfued, uotil its fnal accomplithment, in the affaffioation of that unhappy

59 Young's Tour, peabg 865, - '
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tainment, It could only be accomplifhed by perfualion, and the facility of the king’s
difpofition fecmed to afford no {mall hopeof fuccefs, in any thing that depended on that
mode of proceeding, The defign was to induce the fovereign to go fuddenly, and, ap~
parently, of his own mere motion, ta the National Aflembly, and there, in a fet {peech,
to declare himfelf perfectly fuisfied with all their proceedings; and likewife, that he con-
fidered himfclf as being at the head of the Revohition, in terms fo explicit, as to take
away all idea or pretence of Lis being in a ftate of coercion or confinement. La Fayette
was either the framer of this plan, er one of thofe who was moft fanguine in its purfuit,
and who placed the greatefl confidence in its fuccefs.

The Affembly had juft difplayed an unexpeCted at of liberality and attention with
refpect to the king’s perfon, which could not but produce the greater effelt from its being
unexpedted; and which could not fail to make a ftrong impreffion on a mind fo very.fuf-
ceptible of gratitude as his was known to be. For, on the queltion bein‘g propofed, juft
at the opening of the year, what annual fum it would be proper to affign for the royal
expencesand {apport of the houfhold, or what is ufually called the civil lift, the Aflem-~
bly, inftead of debating the fubje&, or forming any refolution on the queftion, adopted
the liberal meafure of fending a deputation to the fovereign, with an addrefs, requefting
that he would himfelf name the fum that would de fufficient for the purpofe, and pray-
ing that, in fo doing, he would confult lefs his fpirit of economy, than a fenfe of that
dignity which ouglit to furround the throne with a becoming fplendor. The liberality
of this condué gammed the Affembly great credit, and brought them abundant praife
from all forts of people; the moft furious of the enragés would have been afhamed to
condemn the generofity of the aftion; and the bittereft of their enemies among the
royalifts found it difficult to refrain from fome commendation. :

Yet, notwithftanding the apparent effe, with refpeét to other matters, which this

~_attention fhewn by the Affembly to the perfonal eafe and dignity of ‘the fovereign pro-

duced on his mind, he totally rejeéled, and continued with great firmnefs to reje@, ali

the perfuafions which were ufed, and all the inducements holden out, to bring abopt his .
much wifhed-for vifit, and the delivery of his fpeech, to that body. This obftinacy, as-
it was termed, was, as ufual in all cafes, where his conduét did not exaltly fquare with
the wifhes of the prevailing party, afcribed: entirely to the machinations -of the qucen,
who was thereby, if poffible, rendered more odious than before,

Notwithftanding the great and numberlefs benefits which had been lavifhed upon the-
-people ; notwithftanding the remiffion of taxes, or, what was tantamount thereto, the re-
fufal of paying thofe that were not remitted ; and notwithftanding thofe innumerable and.
unfpeakable bleffings which were fuppofed to be included in the magical term of regene-
xation, yet fuch is the perverfenefs at certain times incident to the affairs of mankind,.

that:
e
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thatevery clafs of men in the kingdom was the dire& reverie of being happy, profperous,
or contented, There were, at this time, above fix thoufand landed eftates, a great num-
ber of them very confiderable, publickly advertifed for fale in France, and fcarcely a
purchafer to be found upon any terms, In the capital trading and manufauring city of
Lyons, fo long the feat of induftry and opulence, no lefs than twenty thoufand perfons
were fupported and fed by charity. Things were no better in Normandy, where the fa-
mous woollen-cloth manufi@ory at Louviers, which was {carcely equalled in Europe,
and where the celebrated M. Decretot gained fo much honour by the unparalicled beaus
ty and excellence of his fabricks, was already tending faft to abfolute ruin. A great
cotton manufalture, at the fame place, was Rill in a worfe ftate than the woollen.

‘There were not many circumftances attending the Revolution more extraordinary, or
which afforded a more friking inftance of the degree of turpitude and atrocity, to which
mankind, undey the dominion of certain operating caufes, that are nor always obvious,
nor cafily tiaced to their fource, is capable of arriving, than the conduét of the inhabi-
tants of Verfailles. That place had been indebted for its exiftence to the fovereign ; and,
being the relidence, for more than a century, of the moft magnificent, expenfive,and mu-
nificent court in Chriftendom, as well as of all the firlt nobility in that vaft kingdom,
had, from an obfcure and paltry village, rifen to fuch a degfee of confideration and opu-
fence, as, with a population of fixty thoufand perfons, to be claffed among the {econd-
sate cities in the kingdom.

Yet this people, thus originating, growing, thriving, and arriving at maturity, who,
for more than a century, had been conftantly fed by the court, had, from the commence-
ment of his troubles, been among the foremoft of the prefent fovereign’s moft implac-
able enemies, extending their malevolence to every part of the royal family, and feem-
ing emulous to exceed the Parifians in their animofity and malice**. Like them, too,

: they

ST A contemporary writer thus accounts for “ the mad and barbareus conduét of Verfaillesi” It was only an
“erros and a falfe coleolation on a point of intereft. The dread of a bankruptcy had alarmed every body. Itwas
* confidered ay certain, by the aumerous valets of Verfailles, that the king was a worn-out being, an obfolete word,
“ a mere oypher, and that nothing but the natian, that is to fay, 3 novelty, could make the Rate young again, dif-
# charge the deut, and pay Verfailles, ~This report had prevailed, and had fortified itfelf, by the idea that, without
“ Paris, the National Affembly could do nothing ; at all events, therefore, the capital muft be pleafed. The king,
“ being ill-advifed, it was neceflary, they {id, for his private good aud for the general welfare, to exterminate his
“ court, give him a Parifian gaard, and give him up to the exclufive direélion of the National Affembly. But Ver-
“ failles only underftodd that Paris was to leave a guard oyer. the king, and not that fhe was to carry him off, never
“ maore to return.”—Journal Politique, &c. tom. ii. p. 248, 249.~The idea of the inhabitants of Verfailles having
boen deceived by the Parifians is farther confirmed by M. Mounier, who tells us, that they were very much aftonifh-
ed at the procefiion of the fixth of Oftober; and that they then began to difcover that, alter having fought for the
Parifians, they were deftined to pay all the expence of the war. “ Tis true”—fays he—® the Parifians told them
4510 mke thomfeloes ealy, for that the hing wonld come bach againe=Faits relatifs i 1a derniers infurre@ion, p, g1.~The

bacbarous
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they had conftituted themfelves fole judges, difpenfers and executors of the laws; fo
that the fame men being judges, accufers, witnefles, and executioners, much time was
faved in all criminal profecutions. It remains, however, to be lamented, that this ca-
reer of patriotifm, in purfuit of fummary juftice, was, in Verfailles, produétive of fome
horrid murders, although the voice and approbation of the people gave them the {an&tion of
legality; and thefe feemed the more unlucky as they occurred in private family caies,
where no party or political caufes could have any concern.

The felicity of the Verfaillians: received a mortal blow by the removal of the court
to Paris. By that they not only loft the conftant butt and object of all their amuie-
ments, along with the delicious pleafure, fo truly gratifying to vulgar minds, of infult-
ing fallen majefty; but they alfo loft their eftablifhed ground and pretext for riots and
tumults, without which it was fcarcely poffible for them to exift. They likewife fel,
with inexpreffible mortification, that they had inftantaneoufly loft all their palt confe~
quence; that, inftead of being looked up to as competitors in all deeds of renown with.
the proud Parifians, they were now no longer either named or thought of; while the vo-
racious capital, having robbed them of the king, would gorge itfelf withall the praife
and fame appertaining to others.

In fuch a ftate of difcontent, and with fuch inherent difpofitions, they could never
want pretences for riots and diforders; the dearnefs of bread, and fearcity of all kinds
of provifions, independent of all the other grounds of complaint which ingenuity could
be at no lofs in devifing, afforded an ample ftock of combuftible matter to feed the rage
of an inflamed populace, who were, at the fame time, peculiarly agitated by a hidden
fource of difeontent which they could not avow, but whisch did not operate with.the lefs.
force from its being concealed ; this was the want and private diftrefs they already fore-
ly felt in their families, thirough the lofs of thofe pecuniary and other relicts they con-
ftantly drew from the court, which they could not endure, nor would fuffer to exift
among them, at the time that it was affording them all thefe benefits. From-thefe, and
other caufes, Verfailles continued in a ftate of the greateft infubordination and diforder
from the time of the king’s removal to Paris; but this flate of things: was fo common,
and it being belides a generally received doclrine, that tumults and diforders were the -
genuine effeéls of patriotifm, and that their worft confequences, fuch as conflagrations .
and 'maffacres, were the natural refult and legitimate iffue of revolutions; while fuch
partial evils were not worth confideration, when oppofed to that immenfe mafs of bene-
fits by which they were produced; under all thefe circumftances and confiderations, to-

barbarous aéls of which the Verfaillians were afterwards guilty, were, perhaps, committed with a view to convince:-
the Parifians that they were worthy to be entrufted with the care of the royal family. ’

gethcr;
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gether with a fenfe of their paft fervices, and a full confidence in the purity of their in-

tentions, however miftiken or ufiguarded they might be in the mode of expreffion, the
-exorbitances of the Verfaillians pafled for a long time without any particular notice.

It happened, however, in procefs of time, that the National Affembly became ferioufly
apprehenfive, that thefe people, whom they had confidered only as noify and riotous
friends, were, after all their intemperance and violence on the other fide of the queftion,
become fecret and dangerous enemies.  In fine, they became to be confidered as no bet-
ter than a generation of plotters and confpirators, and were ftrongly fufpected of a cri-
minality, which, in any other fealon, and with refpe&t to any other nation, would have
appeared incredible,~that of leaguing with the ariftocrates for the overthrow of the
new conftitution, and the eftablifhment of a counter-revolution. About the feafon of
Chriftmas thefe fufpicions and charges ran fo high, that nothing was talked of but Ver-
faillian plots and confpiracies; and the alarm became very general. One of the ridicu-
lous ftories then believed and circulated was, that a body of men was in readinefs to
march from Verfailles to Paris, in order to murder La Fayette, Bailly, Neckar, and fome
other popular charalters. This improbable tale, deficient in every circumftance which
could give it the moft diftant appearance of credibility, produced, however, the effe&t of
~occafioning fome confiderable increafe of the guards in Paris, as well as fome alterations
in their arrangement, Another much more probable ftory was, that a great uumber of the
wabble of Verfailles had intermixed with their brethren at Paris, in order tc. excite them
to diforders and tumults. All thefe plots, like fo ‘many hundred others which were
‘hourly diffeminated, came, however, at length, to nothing ; and it was not long be-
fore Verfailles and its inbabitants were funkin a ftate of utter oblivion.

The ingratitude of this people met with its juft-reward. From the ftate of popula-
tion, rank, and opulence which we have defcribed, in lefs than four years from the remo-
‘val of the court, Verfailles was fo miferably reduced, that a more wretched and beggar-
ly town was fcarcely to be found in the whole kingdom of France; while want and dif-

trefs, operating upon a proper difpofition of mind, rendered the inhabitants fo notorious
for fharping and impofition, that their lodgings, which might have afforded them fome
tolerable means of fupport, gencrally, through this caufe, remained unoccupied, al-
though the purity of the air, the excellency of the fituation, the quiet and filence which
reigned there, along with that penfive pleafure which moft men derive from contemplat-
ing the ruins of fallen greatnels, would otherwife have rendered it, both to nativesand

foreigners, one of the moft dellghtfll places of retirement that could any where be
found.

-

The populace of Paris, notwithftanding the feverity of the late law agmﬂ riots, and
sthe terrors to be apprehended from the difplay of the bleody flag, begnn to gm: {trong
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indications of their difpofition to renew their ufual courfe of tumults, about the very time
that their neighbours of Verfailles were fo feduloudly forcing themfelves into notice,
and had excited fo much fufpicion and trouble. Whether a real fearcity now began to
prevail in the metropolis, or whether thofe who decmed more infurreétions neceffary had
again recourfe to the creation of an artificial fami.ne. which had already proved but too
fuccefsful in the promotion of tumults, the price of bread was one of the affigned
caules for thefe movements among the Parifians, who infifted that this effential article of
life, without any regard to the price of grain, or to amy other of thofe circumftances
which have a neceflary influence over the markets, fhould be unalterably fixed at Paris,
at the very low rate of two fous per pound. The reafonablenefs of this demand cannot
but appear very ftriking, when it is known, that the Parifians were, at this time, fup-
plied with bread at a rate which would, ceteris paribus, prove an expence or lofs to the
nation of two and twenty millions of livres a year.

But the Parifians felt another caufe of difcontent, which eperated much more grie-
voufly upon their imaginations than the price of bread, however grievous that might ap-
pear. The proceedings of the court of Chatelet had given the greateft offence to the
body of the populace. That court, having been conftituted by the National Affembly
a temporary judicature, for the trial and punifhment of all treafons againft the nation,
had, accordingl b,e , proceeded through what, in England, would be called a courfe of ftate
trials. They began their procefs with the baron de Bezenval, the commander -of the
Swifs, whofe life, as has been before thewn, was with fo much difficulty fayed from the
fury of the Parifians. They accordingly watched the iflue of this trial with the fame
kind of anxietyas hungry wolves experience when waiting for their prey ; ftill flattering
themfelves that the court would not dare to acquit a man whom they had fo long and fo
often condemned ; and warmly hoping, that fo long and painful a ceffation from a&tion
and amufement as they had now endured, would be ¢clofed by a {portive holiday, on
which the baron’s mangled carcafe, dragged in proceflion through the ftreets, and his
head exalted on a pike, would renew a pleafing remembrance of all their paft triumphs,

During his trial, the baron difplayed a degree of compofure, firmnefs, and refolution,
which aftonithed the beholders ; and repelled the accufations preferred againft him with
fuch judgment and fpirit, that the court could not, either with regard to juftice, or to
their own chara&er, poffibly avoid acquitting him ; at the fame time, that the fupreme
contempt which he fhewed for any danger that might accrue from a due difcharge of his
military duties, feemed to over-awe even his enemies. It is, however, to be obferved,
that the Swifs cantons took fo fpirited a part in behalf of their perfecuted commander,
that it was thought the National Aflembly did not wifh matters to be carried to extre-
mity againft him ; fo that the violence of the mob was poflibly the greateft dangcr which

he had to apprehend.
3P Although
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Altliongh the court had not yet pronounced fentence, yet every body being now con-
vinced of his acquittal, nothing could exceed the rage and indignation of the difappoint-
ed populace, who confidered the boafted benefits of the Revolution as nothing but de-
ceptions, if the majefty of the people were to be thus flagrantly infalted, and their au-
thority grofsly invaded, by attempting to ftrip them of their inherent right of fummary
and executive juftice. They, accordingly, determined to force the prifon in which Be=
zenval was confined by the Chitelet, and to exhibit in his perfon a memorable and bloody
inftance to mankind of that inexorable juftice by which they were guided, the execu-
tion of which fhould not be prevented nor diverted by any laws or by any authority.

The twelfth of January was the day fixed upon for the accomplifhment of this glo-
rions defign ; and the expe&tations and cruel hopes of the rabble were rifen to the higheft
point at which they were capable of arriving. But they had loft many of thofe advan-~
tages which had contributed to their fuccefs in their paft confliéts with the court, and
were now watched with a degree of vigilance that almoft prectuded the poffibility of
furprize, B:ully, La Fayette, the National Affembly, and, in a word, every part of go-
vernment, became mafters of the whole defign, before it could be carried into execution ;
and alk adopted fuch meafures as feemed beft calculated for its prevention or defeat, La
Fayette alted, upon this eccafion, with great vigour, diligence, and effe€t; bur one circoms
ftance in his condu& excited great furprize, and afforded no fmall room for fpeculation: this
was his placing the fecurity of Paris, and the prefervation of hertranquillity, in the hands
of that very militia who had before refufed to,repel the violence of sheir fellow- citizens,
the mob; inftead of entrulling them to the regular ftanding farces, who received conftant
pay, and of whom the late French guards formed fo confpicuous a part. Nothing could
be more flattering to the- militia than this diftin&tion and mark of vnlimited;confidence,
in a cafe of fo much fuppofed danger ; they accordingly acted their part inimitably well ;.
but nothing could be a more galling affront to the regular troops than this preferenca
given to men whom they defpifed,

Though the immediate defigns of the populace were tlius overtlirown, ict the capital!
continued in a-flate of ferment and diforder for two or three days. Cabals and meetings:
were continually taking place, and all.the paft indications of mifchief were renewed, and
icemed to-appear in fironger colours than ufual. The Verfaillians were again fuppofed
formidable, and thoufands of them.were faid to be mixed with the Parifians. Mifchiefs
of every kind, and accompanied with every degree of horror and ruin, were generally
cxpected ; and-even thofe who were beft informed, conceived fome great and dreadfol
event to be near at hand, The ariftocrates were, as ufual, charged with. being the au-
thors of, this evil, in their-endeavours to carry off the king, and to bring about a coun~
ter-revolution. It would only have expofed a ftranger to mockery or fufpicion, if he
had attempted to.fdhew the glaring improbability of a coalition or alliance fo monftrous

m:

o



1790.] LEWIS THE SIXTEENTH. 443

and unnatural, as that fuppofed to'have been formed between the royalifts and the rabble
of Paris or Verfailles, who feemed, by fome inherent inftin&, deftined to be their mor-
tal and implacable enemies. At the fame time, it was openly faid on all fides, that the
king’s life would be the immediate facrifice to any attempt to refcue his perfon; and
that the whole royal family would probably perifh at the fame inftant. All foreigners,
who had any knowledge of the former, and even very late, chara@er of the people,
were aftonifhed at the coolnefs and indifference with which the immolation of the fove~
seign, in fuch a circumftance, was publickly talked of in all companies, from the higheft
to the loweft, as an a& which of courfe muft take place. y

In the mean time, La Fayette and his militia, by 2 well-timed exertion of vigour, ex-
tinguifthed the combuftion in Paris. He fuddenly farrounded at night, a body of ele~
ven hundred of the mutineers, who were aflembled in the Champs Elyfées, two hundred
of whom he made prifoners, and fo terrified the reft that they feemed to think themfelves
fortunate in efcaping with their lives. On fearching the prifoners, they were found to
be well provided with powder and ball, made up into cartridges, but not a fingle mufiet
was to be feen in the whole party. This put a ftop for the prefent to nofturnal meet-
ings, as well as to riots by day. Yet fuch was the genius of the time for the fabrication
of plots, for the difcovery of myfteries in the mofl.common and obvious occurrences, and
for the belief of the moft incredible fables, that this-was ftill infifted upon, and that by
men neither deftitute of knowledge nor information in other refpeéts, to be the begin-
ning of a grand ariftocratical plot, deeply laid for the fubverfion of the conftitution and
prefent government. A troublefome queftion, hiowever, ftill remained to be folved, who
thofe immediate inftruments of the plot, thofe aftual riotors, were ? With the ‘evidence
of two hundred prifoners before them, this feemed a queftion eafily anfwered; but it
would be too much to fuppofe the patriotic Parifians the authors of fuch a crime; and
as'to the Verfaillians, befides that they had borne their full fhare of reproach already,
they were too near neighbours to bear the whole -burden -of infamy. In this difficalry,
the term of ‘Brigands, which had already anfwered fo excellent a purpofe, in deltroying
the feats of the nobility, luckily occurred ; but, as if queftions multiplied in proportion
as they were refolved, it ftill remained to be anfwered, whe thefe Brigands were? 1f they
‘were men, like others, and not totally imaginary beings, their exiftence might furely be
identified with eafe. The only folution that could be found to this queftion, was the
fuppofition that they were compofed of Germans and other foreigners, who had come teo
Paris for the purpofe of exciting tumults, in ordgr to facilitate the exccution of this in«
compréhenfible plot.

. Bezenyal being acquitted, and departed in fafety from Paris, the Chitelet now ven-
tured upon a tafk which before would have feemed pregnant with infinite dapger—the

trial of the prince of Lambefc, the marefchal Broglio, and fome others of thofe principal
3P2 fugitives
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fugitives who had long been accufed of that fuppofed plot, for the deftruttion of the city
ot Paris, and of the National Affembly, for governing the kingdom entirely by the

fword, and placing the monarch in a ftatc of more unlimited defpotifm, than even the

worft of his predeceffors had poffefled ‘or attempted, and which had laid the bafis of the

Revolation. in the preceding month of *July, as well as of all its fubfequent confequences,

to the prefent day. As the event of thefe trials feemed 10 include, in no fmall degree,

the grand queftion on the neceflity, juftnefs, or fitnefs of the Revolution, which derived

its birth from this pretended plot, fo no caufe could be more interefting, or tend to raife

public expectation to a greater height ; and the feveral parts of it had been fo long, fo
often, and fo peremptorily repeated and afferted, that it was {uppofed fuch a body of evi-

dence as nothing could sefift or controvert, would now be adduced in its fupport. But,

to the inexpreflible aftonithment of every body, excepting, perhaps, thofe who were in

the immediate fecret of things, no evidence beyond conjetture, inference, vague reports,

and hearfay converfations, appeared on the fide of the profecution ; fo that the plot was

@ill involved in its original obfcurity, and Broglio, with the other fugitives, were, of
courfe, to the great difcontent of the Parifians, acquitted of the crime of /éze-nation.

To reconcile or account for the various contradiGtions ahd inconfiftencies which ap-
pear in the conduét and aftions of megn, will ever be found, in many cafes, a matter of
extreme difficalty.  Although this bufinefs undoubredly ftood foremoft in point of im-
portance of ali thofe which had been prefcribed to the eognizance of the Chitelet, yet
has it been furmized, and that not on weak grounds, that the principal rulers were ex~
tremely averfe from having it brought forward ; indeed they could not but wifh, that the
weakne(s which now appeared in fo effential a point, through the total failure of all evi-
denee in its fupport, fhould not have been thus expofed to all the world. It was, pro-
bably, imagined, that this was an affair which bere fuch firong appearance of danger, on
whatever fide it was examined, that the Chitelet would not venture to meddle with it;
and it was poffibly intended, that no great apology fhould be required to juftify the omif-
fion, Be that as it may, the Chitelet foon became an objeét of conftant abufe with the
democratical writers, and was treated with a coldnefs and indifference by the Affembly,
which ftrongly indicated that its new powers were net likely to be lafting.

It would feem as if this. ftate of things produced, in one inftance, a difpofition to tem.
porize, and accommodate matters to the occafion, in that court, which ill-accorded with
the high charaler of honour and-inflexible integrity, which, through a long courfe of
palt years, it had, in defiance of power, fo juftly merited, and fo often nobly fuftained
This was in the cafe of the marquis de Favras, who was accufed of having formed a plot
for- affaflinating fome of the leading patriots, with a view to facilitate the accomplifh-
ment of a fcheme for promoting a counter-revolution, and carrying off the king. The
evidonce againft him was fo. weak and. defe@ive, that it has.been compared with that

which
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avhich has heretofore been received, and brought fo much difgrace upon the courfe of:
legal juftice in England, in thofe unfortunate periods of her hiftory, when Titus Oates.
and fimilar villains were allowed to flourifh, and fuch men as Jefferies were the difpen-
fers of our laws. Favras was condemned and executed; and this unfortunate man was
generally confidered as a vi¢tim deflined to be aspeace-offering to the Parifians; in the
vain hope of reconciling them to the lofs of thofe others, on which their defire was much
more ftrongly fixed.

Monfieur, the king’s brother, to whofe houfhold Favras had formerly belonged, finding
himfelf publickly accufed, by the populace of Paris, of being concerned in the plot ;
and the editor of a democratic paper having had the audacity to affert that a loan hads
been actually negociated in his name, for the purpofe of raifing money towards the exe-
cution of the confpiracy, thought it neceflary to repair to the Affembly of the reprefentas
tives of the commons at the Hotel de Ville, where he addreffed tlzcrn in a fpeech, in which,
after noticing the audacious ealumnies that had been advan®ed to his prejudice, he faid,
that he thought it his duty, as a citizen of Paris, to come into the midit of his fellow-
citizens, in order to explain the nature of his conneclion with the marquis de Favras,
He then told them, that having occafion for a fum of money to defray the expence of
his houfhold, Favras had offered to procure him two million (about cighty-three
thoufand pounds fterling ) from the Dutch bankers; which offer he accepted, and figned:
bonds to that amount. He expreffed his conviétion, that it would not be expeéted he
fhould juftify himfelf from any participation in an enterprize fo infamous as the confpi-
racy in queftion; that his public conduét, and his well-known fentiments, would place
him above all fuch fufpicions; he bad always maintained that the authority of the king
ought to be the balis of national liberty, as national liberty was the firmeft fupport of the
king’s authority.—He next wrote to the Affembly, to apprize them of the ftep he had
deemed it neceflary to take; when it was propolcd to refer the matter, for immediate
eonfideration, to the Committee of Refearch ; but this propofal was over-ruled, sn the
fuggefiion that it would be more refpetful to regard the honour of the king’s brother
as incapable of being injured by the breath of calumny. The matter was, therefore,

difmified.

It was a curious circamftance, and worthy of notice, that the conduét of the Chite-
let, in the condermnation of Favras, inftead of anfivering the end. propofed, was cqually
yeprobated and condemned by both parties; and that that court was overwhelmed with
fuch torrents of reproach, rufhing from all quarters, as it had never before experienced,
in the courfe of its exiftence. Convinced, as they undoubtedly were, of its jultnefs,
the judges did not fink under the weight of the reproach, but feemed defirous of retriev-
ing their chara&er by the vigour with which they profecuted the enquiry after the au-
thors of the plot, murders, and intended maflacre of tae fixth.of Oltober; being th:;lfc
worthy.

L
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~warthy citizens, who had been reprefented by the democratical writers as totally inno~
centof all crime, and as a&ing purely in their own defence. Not content, however,
with thisinflance of independence and fpirit, as if it were to afford a demonftration that
the love of juflice was the only operative motive of their ations, they entered deeply and
with the utmolt earnefinefs into that, evidently, moft eritical and dangerous bufinefs, an
enquiry into the condué, defigne, and proceedings, of the duke of Orleans, and of
Mirabeay, who aéting apparently as his inftrament, was in fa& the framer of every
thing that fhewed geniusin his plans, and that went beyond cunning in his proje&s. It
required no infpiration, noi even much fagacity, to have feen, that whether thefe en-
quiries came within the letter of their inftruions or not, they eould not at all ac-
cord with their fpirit and defign*; and were widely different from the purpofes to which
that court owed its temporary inftitution. They were, however, permitted to proceed
to a certain decent and confiderable length in this important inveftigation ; until, at
Jength, becoming too troublefome, bringing matters to light which it was the intereft of
the faftious demagogues®to®involve in darknefs, and the prefervation of thofe appear-
ances which had operated to their inftitution being no longer neceflary, their powers
were {fuddenly withdrawn, their enquiries left unfinifhed, and the Chitelet was for
ever laid by.

In the mean time, the king's firmnefs in rejefting the propofed vifit and caalition, was,
through means or motives which have not been made public, at length overcome. Tt is:
not to be fuppoled that he could be totally indifferent to the menaces againft his life
which were continually thrown out in cafe of any attempt to refcuc his perfon, [an
event that might poflibly take place, without his knowledge or concurrence, in the pre«
fent ftate of temper and difcontent which prevailed through fo great a part of the nation);
and conflidering his remarkable affetion for the queen-and his children, whofe lives, he
knew, hung by the fame thread with his own, it is not to be fuppofed but he was asdeeply
affeted on their account as his own. Perhaps the reprefentations that were made to

5 A contemporary writer obferves—* This trial is 0ot dams e fom de la Revelution; the king Is the orily Frenche
“ yan in his dominions who cannot hope to have juftice done him.” M. Mirabeay pretended that itwas the objeét
af the Chirslet to make ufe of his name, in order to bring the Revolution to trial; [a fuire ke proces a la Revohe=
#ion | —~Mirabeaa termed the official information filed againft him by the attorney-genersl  /ibe.—The fame writer
fays=~* [t widl be found that this trial begun by the Chitelet was nothing more than 3 bughear [epouventai/) eme
“ ployed by La Fayette i a check upon the Lameths, the Barnaves, the d'Alguillons, the Mirabeaus, and all the
“ Orleans’ faétion. A great number of proofs and depofitions has therefore boen facrificed to them ; but ﬂwy will
“ one day re-appear, when the hour of vengeance fhall have arrived. I muft alfo remarlk, that the fpecies of mon=
# fter, called Coupe-Ters incollantly paraded the fireets and public places of Paris, during the trial. He publickly
# declared that be van sz vifk, fo long as Mirabews remained in the Affeombly'—Indecd Mirabeau was fo well convinged of
«¢ his ability to render the proceedings of the Chitelet ineffe@ual, that he boldly afferted in the National Affera-
lyy that tise witneffes would fly fooner than the partics accufeds=Journal Politique, Ac.tom. ili. p. 93, 93, 94

him,
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him, of the good confequences it would have, as to the general welfare and tranquillity
of the kingdom, might have operated as another powerful motive,

Whatever were his motives, the king appeared fuddenly at the National Affembly, on
the fourth of February, where he complained of the attempts which were mude to thake
the bafis of the new conftitution, and declared it to be his defire, that it fhould be uni-
verfally known, that the monarch and the reprefentatives of the nation were united;
that their wifhes were the fame; that he would defend that conftitutional liberty, the
principles of which the general wifh, in concert with his own, had confecrated ; and
that, conjointly with the queen, he would early form the heart and the fent.ments of his
fon, for that new order of things, which the circumilances of the empire had introduced-
and fanétified %,

As foon as the king was withdrawn, the Affembly voted an addrefs of tharks to him;
and perceiving at once the deep difmay and confternation with which this uexpeéled mea=
fure feemed nearly to overwhelm the minority, they inftantly determined to take advans
tage of their confufion and aftonifhment, and immediately iffued adecree, which, in that
ftate, none had the courage to oppofe, and by which every member was obliged to take
the new-devifed civic oath, under the penalfy of being excluded from giving his vore on
any occafion. This teft was of fuch a nature, that they had reafon for conceiving it
would prove effe€tual in purging the Aflembly of moft, if not all of thofe, whofe names
or countenance they no longer wanted, and whofec company they no farther wifhed to be
troubled with. The Affembly then decreed a general addrefs to the provinces, reminding
them of all it had done for the fake of public liberty, laying before them what it pro-
pofed farther to do, and holding out proper reafons and argnments to prepoflels them
* againft thofe unfavourable impreffions which evil-minded perfons were endeavouring
“ to create amongft them 54,”

By this extraordinary proceeding, which certainly betrayed an extreme facility of difs
pofition, and. a moft ardent defire to promote the re-eftablithment of tranquillity and or~
der, the king, without gaining one new friend, loft many of the old, and much of the
confidence and confideration which he held with all, The Affembly had lately pafled a
decree, by which all perfons, of whatever religion, were declared eligible to .all offices
and employments of the ftate; and by another deerce they abolifhed that feudal princis
ple, which attached infamy to the defeendants of perfons executed for crimes; a princi=
ple originally founded on excellent motives, the hope and expe@ation of preventing, by
the influence of honour and family-affe@ion, the commiffion of crimes, but daily be=-

53 Rabaud, p. 141. 54 Idem, p 141,
oming.
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coming more inefficient as the times became more corrupt, and therefore highly proper
to be abrogated, as it made the innocent fuffer for the vices of the guilty, without any
adequate return for fuch a departure fromi the common rules of juftice.

The fpirit of anarchy and violence, which ftil] prevailed in the provinces, and which
was evinced in the exccution of fummary juftice, fo highly gratifying to the mob, in
-various places, and in the plunder and defiru&ion of many of the remaining feats of the
nebility, induced the Affembly, in addition to the riot aét before noticed, to pafs a decree,
~which made the municipalities refponfible for every damage which might come from
riotous affemblies of the people in any part of the kingdom.

The Afflembly mext refumed the affairs of the clergy, a bufinefs which they juftly con-
fidered of the highelt importance, as their eftates and property were to fupply that pledge
and fecurity which were to be offered to the nation for the difcharge of their debts, as
awell as to make good the current deficiencies which arofe from the failure of payment
of the remaining taxes, and the total lofs of the moft produtive, which had been gener-
ally repealed.

On the thirteenth of February they fdpprefled all monaftic eftablifhments for ever,
and confifcated all their lands, allowing, however, the prefent friars and nuns to con-
tinue in the obfervance of their monaftic vows, granting them a fmall ftipend for their
fubfiftence; and to the nuns the privilege of not being removed from the convents they
-occupied, without their own confent and free choice.—We are far from'ftanding forward
as advocates for a monaltic life, fully fenfible of the abufes to which fuch inftitutions
are expofed, and of the inconveniences which muft neceffarily refult from them, we fhould
have been the firft to commend any rational attempt at improvement, or even fuppref~
fon. But to attack, by force, thofe rooted prejudices, which were imbibed from educa-
tion, and confirmed by habit; to tear the hoary reclufe from his long-loved fhades of re-
tirement, and throw him on the bufy theatre of life, where the conftant purfuitof far dif-
ferent occupations had difabled him from playing his part ; to take him from a fituation,
in which he was exempted, by an ample revenue, froin the neceflity of dire@ing his at-
tion to {ublunary concerns, unlefs for the purpofe of relieving his fellow-creatures,
( with the means for which it fupplied him), in order to place him in one where the pi-
tiful fubfiftence allowed him by his plunderers muft neceffafily impel him to ftudy all the
little arts of economy, and to fhut his ears againft thofe forrows which he was no lon-
ger able to foothe by his charity—to do this, and to expofe him likewife to the con-
tinual temptations which the world holds out to violate thofe folemn oaths from which
their efforts to abfolve him were impious and vain, was to exert a fpecies of authority
as uawacrantable and atrocious as any the annals of defpotifm ¢xhibit.

Had
-
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Had the National Affembly, in this inftance, been {wayed by motives of ftate policy
—and very powerful motives does ftate policy afford to the difcouragement of monaftic
inftitutions—they would have proceeded in a very different mauner; they would not
have begun by the fubverfion of laws which long prefcription had rendered refpeétable ;
they would not have dared to abol/i/b thofe fabrics which the piety-—mifiaken picty in-
deed |—of their anceftors had raifed ; they would have aCted with a moderation and pru-
dence more fuitable to the motives by which they were influenced, It might probably
have been wife to prevent the reception of any new noviciates, and perhaps to have left
it to the option of every munk, cither to purfue that courfe of life to which he was ac-
cuftomed, or to quit his convent, and mingle with the world, with a penfion adequate to
fecure his perfet independence, In that cafe, at the death of a friar, his portion of the
monaftic revenue might have been applied to the ufe of the flate—provided no heirs of
the original benefactors to ihe convent appeared to claim it—=and thus in the courfe of a
few years, without violence, without cruelty, and without injultice, every rational pur-
pofe of improvement would have had its full effe®; and the monafteties, at length,
have been totally fuppreffed. But the National Affembly did not even profef(s to be
guided by any fuch motives: relying folely on the awthority they had uwfurped, in ex«
prefs contradi€tion to the inftructions of thofc from whom they derived their political
exiftence, they boldly avowed their rapacious intentions ; and only attempted to juftify
this violent feizure of property over which they had no legal controul, by the neceflity
of removing incumbrances which they themfelves had contributed to augment.

By this arbitrary and ‘unjuft proceeding, they drew down upon themfelves the male-
dictions of thoufands, whofe bleflings they might eafily have fecured; not only the im-~ .
‘mediate objeéts of their perfecution muft have imprecated vengeance on their heads, but
the numerous beings who, from their vicinity to the fupprefled monafteries, experienced
their beneficial influence ;-—friends to the poor, the monks difpenfed their charity with a
liberal hand ; the beft of landlords, their lofs muft be bitterly deplored by their weepiug
tenants, who have; doubtlefs, felt, and feverely too, their change of mafters; for a com-
munity can never have fo many motives to oppreffion as individuals ; and the monied men,
into whofe hands the greateft part of the ecclefiaftical property was moft likely ro fall,
-are, of all defcriptions of men, the moft difpofed to avarice, tyranny, and extortion.

As the bufinefs of the clergy was now brought nearly to a contiufion, at leaft with
relpect to fa&, though not entirely asto time, we fhall purfue it to the end. In the fuc-
«ceeding month of April, the Aflembly completed their plan.  They voted away, in pur-
fuance of their prior refolution of November, all the territorial pofleffions of the church,
deftining them, in general, but not fpecific, terms, to the payment of the public debty
They affigned to the ecclefiaftics, in return, certain fixed penfions, barely fufficient for
‘their exifience; although not in any degree fuitable to their paft habits, condition, or
3 Q modes
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modes of Ilving, many of them being of the firft families in the kingdom, and Tong ac-
cuflomed to affluence. The Affembly, likewife, at this time, begaa to iffue to the credi-
tors of the ftate a new kind of paper-money, under the name of affignations, that is
A[fignats, on the confifcated lands of the church, which were to be the general fecurity
for all the paper thus iffued. Hence briginated that inundation of Affignats which have
fince deluged France and the neighbouring countries; and gvhich have excited the af-
tonifhment of Europe, through the extracrdinary exertions which they have enabled

her to make.

This paper currency was iflued, chiefly, to fatisfy, in the firft inftance, the demands
made upon them by the Caiffe d’Efcompte. The {poil of the church was now become
the only refource of all their operations in finance; the vital principle of all their poli-
tics. 1t was neceflary by all, even the moft violent, means, to put every individual o
the fame bottom, and to bind the nation.in one¢ guilty intereft to uphold thisaét, and the
authority of thofe by whom it:was done. In order to force the moft reluttant into a
participation of their. pillage, they rendered their paper circulation compulfory in-all pay«
ments. The general tendency of their fchemes to this one objedt, as a centre, and a
centre from which afterwards all their meafuresradiate, is a circumf{tance that deferves the
minuteft attention. All the inconveniences arifing from thie fudden introdution of a
paper currency—foon {welled to.the enormous amount of fifty millions fterling—may
be eafily imagined, and have, indeed,. been ably depited by men highly competent to,
judge of its effeCts. Neckar exerted his utmoft influence to prevent the adeption of a
meafure which he confidered as equally deftruétive of publie credit and. public conveni-
ence.  But the plan was too.deeply laid to be eafily fruftrated : to facilitate the fale of
ecclefiaflical plunder, was a matter of great importance to thofe rath demagogues, whofe
pernicious meafures required the moft extenfive fupport. Every purchafer of church.
property muft naturally deem his tenure precarious, and muft know that the only fecu~
rity he could poffefs muft be derived from the National Affembly, whole decrees, there«
fore, he became iuterefted ta fupport., Hence numbers of new partizans was enfured,
and ¢ a fyftem of tyranny upheld by a fyftem of plunder.”

Mirabeau ftiled this robbery of the'church, and the confequent fale of its property,
for the promotion of which the new paper currency was created, un inffrument fur et aéiif
#¢ la Revolution ; judging it eflentidl to the fafety of the new goverment, that the mem-
bers of thafe corporate bodies who had ‘been deprived of their offices, and plundered of
their wealth, fhould be “ depouillées auffi du moindre rayon d'efperance 5%,”—It is worthy
of remark, that this man, who had fo lately publifhed a fevere Philippic againft the ems
peror, Jofeph the Second, for the injuftice of his claim on the Scheldt, and in which he

51 Difcourfe de M. Mirabeaw, pp. r3 et 16..
particularly

-
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pamcularly reprobated his condu&® with refpe& to the plunder of the monafteries and®
convents in the Low Countrics, had now, in fo fhort a period of time, fo totally departs
ed from the fentiments which he then avowed, that, through the whole progrefs of the
prefent bufinefs, he was, on every occafion, the ﬁrongcit and moft determined leader in,
or fupporter of, all the violent proceedings carried ‘on againft the French clergy. The
following quotation from the treatife above mentioned will ferve to illuftrate this con-
dué, as well as to juftify the obfervation :—*¢ The internal revolutions which the em-
¢ peror has effe€ted in his dominions have been greatly applauded ; but what a number
¢ of objeftions might be brought againft thefe culogiums! at leaft, the panegyrifts of
% Jofeph-the Second ought totell us what jultice they find in driving a citizen from the
« profeffion which he has embraced under the fanétion of the laws. 1 will tell thenx
¢ plainly, that there is as much injufitce in expelling a friar or a nun from then retreat, as
“ in turning a private individual out of bis boufe. Defpife the friars as much as you will,
¢ but do not perfecute them ; but above all, do not vob them ; for we ought neither to per-
¢ fecute nor rob any man, from the avowed atheift down to the moft credulous capu-
« chin®*.”—So much do men’s fentiments vary with circumftances, even in queftions of
right or wrong, ef juftice or injuftice ! queftions which it might be fuppofed did not
admit of any change of opinion.

Notwithftanding the immediate difmay produced by the late a& of the king, in ap-
proving of all the proceedings of the National Affembly, and in difclaiming and repro-
bating all meafures purfued in his favour, the ruined privileged orders foon recolleCted:
themfelves, and inftead of finking under that unexpeéted blow, feemed in alittle time to
acquire frefh a&tivity and new vigour, from a check which had at firt thrown them into-
fuch vifible confternation. For though, in order to firengthen both, they wifhed to
make their own caufe common with that of the crown, in every attempt for the recovery
of what was loft, or the prefervation of what remained of their natural rights, yet they
confidered their own diftiné interefts as being of too great a magnitude, and too imme-
diate an importance, to be facrificed to the weaknefs, errors, or fears, of their harafled
imprifoned fovereign.

In this ftate they natarally direted their attention, in-the firlt inftance, to-their own
refugee princes at the court of Turin, with whom they maintaineda clofe correfpondence,
particularly from the Southern provinces; but thefe ruined princes, who were heholden
to ftrangers for fhelter and fubfiftence, could afford no other means of fuppart or affift-
ance than the little which might poffibly be derived merely from their names and rank ;
while this foum. weak and confined as it would have been at beft, was fill farther nars
rowed, and reduced almoft to nothing, by the peculiar unpopulanty in which the rafhs

3 Sce Mirabeau's “ Doubts soncerning the free Navigation of the Scheldn” Englifh Tranflation, nete to p. :&.m
.« b neﬁ »
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nefs and imprudence of the count d’Artois had very unfortunately invelved that prince.
The alarmed and diftreffed nobility, however, did not reft here; they are faid to have
been inceffant in their applications to all the neighbouring continental powers for their
interference in delivering their king, and in affifting to eftablifh in their wretched country
fome jult and equitable form of govefnment, which, under the fan&ion of a limited and
well-regulated monarchy, might put an end to the prefent horrid fcene of confufion and
anarchy, while it afforded liberty of perfon and fecurity of property to every order and

~clafs of the people.

But it happened unfortunately, with refpect to the caufe of the diftrefied, that Europe
feldom has been, through a long courfe of years, in a flate lefs capable of affording the
Auccournow demanded, or in which the minds of the people, or the difpofitions of the fove-
reigns, were lefs calculated for undertaking any enterprize, than at the prefent. The mad
ambition of the emperor Jofeph, under the influcnce of the everlafting power and vaft
defignsof Ruflia, to which he became {o wretched a dupe, befides the ruin and fpirit of re-
-yolt which it {pread through his own  extenfive dominions, had, in no {mall degree, de-
ranged the general {yftem of European politics ; for, while feveral ftates were watching
with apprehenfion and difmay, the dreaded evils, which the farther progrefs and fuccefs of
‘the dangerous combination between thefe two mighty empires were capable of producing ;
while all {pirit of adventurc was thus effeGtually reftrained in the centre and North of
Europe ; the court -of Spain, fo clofely united in blood and alliance with the king and
government of France, was, at this critical feafon, when the exiftence of the great and
parent ftock of the Bourbon line was more than-at flake, moft induftrioufly involving
‘herfelf in aridiculous fquabble with England, and was wantonly and blindly rufhing inte
a‘contelt which {he was totally incapable of fuftaining. On the other fide of the Medi-
terrancan, the king of Sardinia, befides his being by nature a peaceable prince totally in-
difpofed to war, wasnot, from the ftate of his finances, of his army, of his fortrefles, or of
any of the leading requifites to fuch a decifion, in any condition to hazard the experi~
ment, even {uppofing that his own difpofition had prompted lmn ever {o firongly to the
ameafure,

Under thefecircumftances it fo happened, that, fearcely in any age, ancient or modern,
‘whether among refined or half-civilized nations, any fimilar-body of men, {o fuddenly
-involved in the moft pitiable ftate of degradation and ruin, éver excited fo-little fympathy,
or ever meét with fo cold and forbidding a reception, asthe French nobility experienced,
- upon this occafion, in all the neighbouring countries. They were, almoft without ex-
ception, every where beheld with a prejudicedand malignant, rather than a kind and bene-
volent, eye; and, even while they yet poflefled money, found it dlﬁcult to procure
:!hcltcr.

But
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But the overweening confidence, the haughty and imperious language, with the precipi-
tate determinations of the National Aflembly, were fully competent to the creation of ene«
_mies abroad as wgll as at home, who might otherwife have been friends, or at 1, indif-
ferent fpe&tafdrs. In thicir rage for the total overthrow and abolition of the feudal fyf
tem, they had paid as little regard to the rights and interefts of foreigners, as they had
done in all cafes with refpe@ to thofe of their owh nobility and clergy. The duke of
Wirtemberg, the prince of Deuxponts, with many other German princes, both fecular
and ecclefiaftical, held great pofleflions in Alface, and other provinces, which France had
heretofore wrefted from the empire in the days of its troubles and diftrefs, and which thefe
princes held by the fame original tenure that they did their other eftates more immediate-
ly at home, Thefe feveral diftricts, with all the ancient rights appertaining thereto,
were, in the year 1648, after the forcible transfer of paramount dominion by arms had
already taken place, farther fecured, confirmed, and guaranteed to the poffefiors, in the
ftrongeft manner, by the treaty of Weftphalia, to which France herfelf was a contradt-
ing party, and from which alone fhe could derive any legal title or claim 1o the provinces
in queftion, of which thefe fmaller fiefs compofed a confiderable part.  Yeet thefe rights,
fo authentically confirmed and guaranteed, had been, without the fmalleft explanation
or ceremony, totally fet afide and fubverted, by the fimple decree of a new body of men,
who had arrogated to themfelves the moft unlimited power of deftruction, while a cap-
tive king, in violation of treaties by which he was perfonally, and his country through
him dire&ly bound, and in diret contradition to his own opinion and advice publickly
communicated to that body, was oompel.ld, moft nnwnllmgly. to give his fan&ion to thig
violation and mug.
Ld g
It has already been fhewn what mdngmtlon was excited in the Natnoml Aflembly,
juft before the king’s removal from Verfailles, upon receiving his letter, in which he
had ventured to expoftulate, in the moft gentle terms, upon the impolicy and danger, as
well as the flagrant injuftice, of this, and of fome others of their ats, which had been
then haftily decreed ; it has likewife been fhewn, that at ten o'clock at night, in the
midft of that dreadful tumult, in which his life un-elpofed»to danger the molt immi~
nent and immediate, he was obliged, without comment, explanation, or referve, to give
his fanéion o this decree, as well asto that which eftablifhed and confirmed the Revo-
lution, and to all others which were thenin readinefs: upon this, as well as upon every
oceafion in which the f{ebject was at all mentioned, the National Affembly aficéled to
‘treat the rights and claims, as well as the perfons and condition, of the foreign princes,
with the infufferable contempt ; nor did their great bond of right and fecurity, the
treaty of a&phdu. which is w as the Magna Charta of the Germanic em-
pire, and hd?enbythe Germans as little lefs than facred, meet with any greater refpect.

This occafioned a eral outery againft the French, and particularly againft the con-
duét of their Aflembly, in Germany ; - while the injured princes, no lefs nmr.atcdhpcr-
-' 3 R ape,
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Nor was the National Aflembly. more fortnqatc with refpet to the government of the
French colonies in the Weft than it ;vaagﬂts tranfations with foreigners ;
_ though it muft be confefled that he!r fatlgrugntl;us pomtgvas more ov\.mgr w0 the preci-
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Calonne had decreed confiderable bounties to encourage and encreafe the flave trade ;
and Neckar, who has been calted the avowed child of fentiment, philanthropy, and mo-
rality, not only eontinued thofe bounties, but in a treatife, abounding otherwife with
precepts and fentiments of the greateft humanity, laid it down as an incontrovertible
axiom—¢ That the nation which fets the example of abolifhing the {lave trade, wdl be-
*¢ come the dupe of its own generofity 7.” ®

The exertions:of the friends of the negroes, whether at home or abroad, (ccmed, how-
ever, to have loft all confideration, and even remembrance, as foon as the account of the
Revolution at home reached the iflands, and the do&rines of univerfal liberty and
equality were promulgated among the colonifts. The beautiful ifland of Saint Domin-
go, the fineft parts of which were covered with a number of the moft flourithing, rich,
and happy colonies, perhaps, in the World, was the firft, the greateft, the moft lafting,
and the moft deplorable victim to the enfuing calamities. Though a contempt of all
government and fubordination foon became genéral ameng all orders and degrees of m,
yet the troops feem to have been among the firft who afforded a pra&ical example of the
enjoyment of their new liberty. This was difplayed by the regiment of Port au Prince,
in the murder of their colonel, a brave and diftinguifhed officer; who, in open day, was
flaughtered at the head of his regimens. Single enormities, however ftriking in them-
fclves, were foon loft in the general glare of the greater which were to fucceed. The
colonifts, like the people in France, were divided into two great parties, the !'oyallﬁl and
the republicans, each of which appeared at different times to predominate ; but the great
" preflure of domeftic troubles and dangers excited by the new ftate of things too imme~
diately affeCted the planters, to admit of their yet maflacring each othik.lbout the poli~
tics of Europe.

For the prefent occafion called forth and brought into a ftate of great noté“tiety, a new
race of men, who had hitherta been little known or heard of, at leaft on this fide the
Atlantic. Thefe were the Mulattoes, a numerouws, bold, hardy, and daring race; who,
being derived from the promifcuous intercourfe between white men and negro women,
were, by a firange perverfion of language, diftinguifhed by the appellation of people of
colour. The much greater part of thefe were by birth in the condition of freemen, with
refpeét to perfon and property, but were fecluded by law from any fhare in'the civil go~
vernment, and confequently from giving their votes in the eleion of magiftrates or de-

§7 Notwithftanding the prediftion of M. Neclar, we fincerely hope that England will fet that example ; rather~
shufing to belong to a nation, which, by confecrating the principles of juftice and humanity, fhall acquire the ap-
pellation of generous dupes, than tobe member of a ftate, which, by engouraging a traffic founded in blood and
sousifhed by oppreflion, delcrves to be diftinguifhied by a denomination far more fevers and difgracefuls '

puties.
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putics. Tliefe now infifted upon a full participation of all the rights and privileges of

free citizens, without any regard to the diftin€tions of birth or colour, which, they faid,

bad been formed in the days of defpotifm, darknefs, and iguorance. I this claini,.

which, according to fome, they fupported with moderation and temper, but, according

tv‘:r others, with arrogance and intemperance, they were ftrenuoufly oppofed by the
hites,

Both parties fent deputies to the National Affembly ; jarring, contradiory, and inex«
plicit decrees, were-fent out: fome of them were faid not to be underftood, fome imprac-
ticable, and others would not be obeyed. The Colonial affembly was fufpeéted by the.
National of aiming at independency ; and it was fa'id, that the planters talked publickly
of calling in the Englifh, and furrendering the ifland to them. Some of the decrees
were underftood by the Mulattoes to confer rights on them which the Whites would not.
allow them to poffefs, and which the others prepared to wreft from them by force ; and,
until this attempt was made, the animofity and mutoal abhorrence of the parties was
encreafed to a degree feldom equalled. In procefs of time, commiffioners were repeate
edly fent from France; but thefe carrying out with thenr the violent political prejudices
which they had imbibed at home, and being generally devoid of principle, if not of abie
lities, inftead of attempting to heal differences, they, upon their arrival, depending upon
the chances, which length of time, diftance, and the uncertain ftate of government in
the mother country, might produce in their favour, only endeavoured to procure imme=
diate power and confequence, by placing themfelves at the head of fome of the contend-
ing faCtions ; andthus rufhing, at once, as principals, into all the rage and fury of civils
difcord, increafed, to its utmoft pitch, that confufion and mifchief which they were in«
tended to remedy.

It would far exceed the bounds of a general hiftory to give even 2 brief narrative of
the troubles which enfued in the French iflands; of the continual difputes which arofe,
and'the fhort intermiffions of feeming conciliation which took place between the Whites
and the Mulattoes; the mafters and their flaves; the governors and the colonial aflermns
blies, and between the National Affembly at home and the two laft: without taking
into the account the political factions which raged, and increafed the general confufion
and fury ; while every arrival from France was pregnant with new fources of difcord..
In Saint Domingo alone, three different colonial affemblies were chofen in three dif-
ferent parts of the ifland, who, all fitting at the fame time, were only diftinguifhed by

their endlefs contention.

While the colonies were thus commesieing, or already in the courfle of their difaftrons
career, and plots, confpiracies, and infurre€ions, were the conftant topics of dif=

courfe at home, the ftate of the army, which had in a great meafure thrown off all.
fybordination
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{fubordination and difcipline, was a fource of much uneafinefs to the National A ffembly.
T'he troops had been guilty of great outrages in different parts of the kingdom ; but tu-
mult and outrage were things now fo common, that thefe might have pafled without
much notice, if it bad not been for the uncertainty from what fpirit they proceeded, and
of the political fentiments which opejated on the foldiers. Proper means were ufed to
{found the principles both of officers and private men, and the refult of the enquiry was
1aid to be, that the former were very generally ariftocrates, that is, true to their oaths
and the principles of monarchy; but that the foldiers were fo generally well difpoled to
the Revolution, to which they conceived themfelves indebted for an augmentation of pay,
and an exemption from thofe reftraints which tonftitute the foul of military difcipline,
and might without much difficulty be firmly fecured to it. This object being-according-
ly attained with eafe, the army became, like the nationy divided into two great parties,
But the means they ufed for gaining or fecuring the foldiers, however neceflary it might
have been on the prefent occafion, had the ill effeét of deftroying all remains of fubordi-

nation in the army; the foldiers, fwelling with the importance which they found they
poflefled, and thcrchy fecure of fupport and prote@ion in.all cafes, now added contempt
and party animofity to that diflike, arifing only from averfion from command, which they
had before entertained for their officers. Such an army was little calculated for public
defence, or contention with a foreign enemy, however it might, through the very excefs
of its faultinefs, exceed all others in the peculiar fervice of over-awing and controlling
the difaffected at home; efpecially in a ftate of things, where the end was generally .al-
lowed to juftify the means; and alls of violence and outrage were feldom enquired
into, if they were committed on the right fide of the queftion, or under the iafluence,
as it was termed, of true patriotifin.

A change which now took place, or which had rather been gradually growing in the
difpofition and fentiments of the people {ince the commencement of the Revolution,
however dangerous or fatal it might prove in its future operation or confequences, afford-
ed, for the prefent, the greateft ftrength and fecurity to the new fyftem, which it could
poffibly obtain. This was the violent paffion for fovereignty, which eafily fuperfeded
the weaker defire of liberty, whofe pofleflion appeared as nothing, when placed in com-
parifon with the charms of that feducing enchantrefs. This paffion was not confined
to any particular order or clafs of men, but fpread like a contagion through all ranks of
the populace in every part of the kingdom, and rendered them as aealous patriots, in the
common acceptation of that term at the time, that is, as anxious and as violent fup-
porters of the prefent fyftem, as the National Aflembly themfelves.

From the beginning of the troubles, this fupgeme authority had been continually .ex-
ercifed without fcruple or ceremony, not only by thofe {maller or greater communities.
who carried the appearance of acting in a public capacity, but very generally by mere

individuals,
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individuals, or by any accidental collettion of them, whether brought together in the
purfuit of private revenge, or prompted by the general defire of plunder. In a word,
the exercife of this uncontrouled authority was holden to be not only the criterion but
the eflence of freedom; and, by degrees, its continual pradtice had led not only the larger
diftri€s, but even fmaller communities, in a great meafure to confider themfelves, and to
act, without any formal aflumption of the name, as diftint republics, though' connected
by fome fort of federal union, the nature of which they took no trouble to enquire into.
They, however, confidered the National Aflembly as a neceffary legiflative and execu-
tive head, for the purpofes of preventing difcord among the numberlefs parts, of conduét-
ing the public bufinefs, including the management of the revenue, and of concentrating
and direéting the public force; while, with all thefe high powers, they held that body
to be ultimately fubjeét to their general and fupreme controul. Upon the fame princi-
ple, and under the fame impreflion, every ative citizen, if not every one at large, now
ftood high in his own eftimation, as being onc of the many millions of joint fovercigns
who ruled a great empire. ’

T his general paffion for rule in the people, and opinion of its being aright, fo fubver-
five of all government, and not lefs incompatible with the principles of a republic than a
monarchy, having been brought into being and aft by circumftance and occalion, was
nourifhed and foftered, not only by the new dofrines promulgated by the National
Affembly, but, perhaps, ftill more by the new and ftrange language which it hecame
falhionable to ufe in that body ; the majefty of the people, their fupreme authority,
their uncontroulable power, to which all things muft bend, and even the principles of law,
jultice, and right give way, being the ufual flowers of fpeech which adorned every ha-
rangue, that pretended to any merit, or afpired to any praife. The effeét of fuch lan-
ghage continually refounding in the ears of a people alrcady maddened by the very doc-
trines which it convcycil and confirmed, may be much more eafily imaginedthan ex-
prefled. In fa&, popularity being the idol to which the writers and orators, not ouly of
the Afferably, but throughout the kingdom, paid their conftant and mofl fervent devo
tion, all their writings, and all their {peeches, were directed to flatter the populace, and
confequently tended to cherifh and increafe this.dangerous phrenzy.

As the defire of rule and fovercignty is inherent in the human breaft, and among the
firongeft of all the paffions that infeft it, it cannot be woendered at, that the petty but
numerous poileflors of new and unexpeéted power, fhould determine, at all events, to
prelerve fo invaluable a treafure, and fhould tremble at every apprehenfion of its lofs,
This coalefced the apparent bulk of the nation, or at leaft the acting part of it, to a
man, in one 'common interelt and bond of union, which, however fragile all other ties
might prove, carried in its nature the appearance of indiffolubility, and the caufgs which

produced it could never ceafe to operates The moft uninformed of thofe, who were thus
. _ v fuddenly:

-
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fuddenly curft, or, as theydeemed it, b/off, with the poffeffion of power, could feareely avoid
perceiving, that no other fyftem of governmeut upon earth than the prefent, could or would
have endued them.with fuch an authority ; and every man accordingly found himfelf im-
mediately bound, by the moft captivating and irrefiftible motives, to fupport and defend, at
all rifques, and in defiance of all perils, that ftate of things which procured him fuch wn-
fpeakuble happinefs.

The real or pretended plots and confpiracies, as well as the foreign dangers which were
unceafingly holden out, along with the real, vague, and futile induftry of the reftiefs and
ruined royalifts, who were eagerly grafping at every fhadow, which feemed to indicate, in
the weakeft degree, the moft delufive hopes of recovering their rights, excited the gredt-
eft pofible alarm among thofe people, who were now in poffeffion of all the fmaller divi-
fion of power and authority, and who determined to maintain what they poffeffed. The
province-of Brittany was the firft that fet the example of affociating, arming, and form-
ing large bodits of men, in military array, with an affTomption of government and ap-
pearance of armies, for the defence of the new conftitution againft all its enemies, fo-
reign or domeftic. This example was fpeedily followed by its neighbours, particularly
the provinces on the Southern fide; and in a little time became general throughout the
kingdom. ‘

Thus was produced that extraordinary difplay of the might and greatnefs of France,
the glories of which even Rabaud, with all his eloquence, his redundancy of expref-
fions, and his almoft inexhauftible ftock of new-coined words, drawn from the Revolu-
tion-mint, feems at fome lofs to deferibe in terms fufficiently fplendid ;—although he
tells us, * That the earth feemed to bring forth armies;” that ¢ nothing was to be feen
¢ any where but battalions of citizens, who, affembled in thoufands, were fwearing to

+#¢ live free, or to perifh: the clang of arms, the military mufic, the banners floating in
¢ the wind, the delightful fentiments of brotherhood, which bound fo great a multitude
¢ to one and the fame caufe, "all awakened in their hearts the enthufiafm of liberty ;”
and that ¢ France beheld four millions of men in arms upon her plains ; millions, con-
* {cious of their ftrength, and well acquainted with their rightss®.”

Auvd yet, notwithftanding this terrific mufter-roll, which feemed to hold out defiance
to the united force ‘of mankind, there are the firongeft grounds for believing that the
number of the difaffeted throughout the kingdom was at leaft equal to that of the fup-
porters of the new fyftem ; fo that the fuppofed four millions of men in arms muft have
been a grofs exaggeration, as the general population muft otherwife have far exceeded

.any rational eftimate that ever was or could be made of it; without oblerving, what has

!‘ -Rabaud’s m’d the lﬂm. P mo
‘fince
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fince evidently appeared, that the kingdom did not poffefs arms fufficient for one fourth
of the number afligned. For befides the two great bodies of-the nobility and clergy,
whofe difcontent was avowed, all the late parliaments and magifirates th'roughuut the
kingdom, with all the retainers and harbingers of law and juftice, in all their virious de-
grees, (whofe members in France were fo prodigious, that a true eftimate of them, if it
could be made, would appear incredible) were to a man, excepting between one or two
hundred country lawyets, who fat in the National Aflembly, totally adverfe and hoflile
to the new government, This boly was deemed fo formidable, that Rabaud feems to
confider the men of the law—the appellation by which he claffed them in the grofs—
among the moft dangerous enemies of the new conflitution. To thefe were to be added
the working manufacturers throughout the kingdom, whofe snumber was very confider-
able, and whofe diftrefles were now great and general ; nor, perhaps, was the number of
Yaborious poor in the provinces much lefs, whofe families could icarcely have exified in
any manner, but for the toiicring benevolence and bounty of their lords, who were now
either ruined or abfent ; and of the clergy, who were in a flill worfe fiate. To all thefe
might be added an immenfe number of others, under various dcfcriptioni, wiofe lofles or
difappointments had rendered them unhappy, and confequently diffatisfied with the pre-
{ent flate of affairs. '

The unexpefed difpute between Spain and Ewgland, on the Nootka-Sound bufinefs,
which was a matter of {urprize, as well from its fuddenncfs as the infignificance of the
caufe, to all Europe, interrupted; in fome degree, the proceedings of the National Af-
fembly in the regulation of domeftic affairs and govermnent.  The court of Mudrid
having, upon this occafion, cluimed the affiftance which France was.bound by the Family
Compact to afford, in cafe of a war, the king fent a meflage to the Aflembly, on the
thirteenth of May, informing them of the difpute, the claim, and of the great naval pre-
parations made by the Englifh ; at the fame time requiring theis affiftance, for the equip-
ment of a fleet of fourteen fail of the line, to be in readinels to athit in fulfilling the
engagements that mutually {fubfifted between the two nations. Though the anfwer to
this meflage was civil enough, but-guarded againft at all entering into the fubjeét, it im-
mediately gave rife to a very interefting debate on a moft important fubjet :—this was
the grand queftion. In whofe hands ought the power of making peace and war to be
lodged !—The debete was fupported with great warmth for feveral days; the democratic
party infifting, of courfe, that the power in queftion ought to be vefted in the Affembly,
while their opponents maintained the neceflity of fuffering it to continue where it had
remained fince the firft foundation of the.monarchy.—One of the latter gave a great tura
to the debare, by telling the Aflembly, * That if they took this power to themfclves, a
“ battle would foon be fought in the middle &f their hall between Spanifh piafires and

. * Englifh guineas.”—This ftroke had great effet, and contributed to a kind of com-
promife between the parties ; which at length, on the fecond of May, produced a decree,

* by which it was determined, That the right of making peace and war was vefted in the
. 395 nation .
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ration = T'hat war fhould not be refolved upon, but by a deeree of the National Afftm-
bly, which decree fhould be made on the explicit notification of the king, and be after-
wards fan&ioned by his majefty =That the care of guarding the kingdom from external
attacks, of maintaining its rights and poffeffions, was delegated to the king, by the con-
ftitation ; to him allo were entrufied the maintenance of political connetions abroad,
the conduét of negociations, the appointment of ambaffadors, the power of raifing ar-
maments and making preparations for war, in proportion to thofe made by neighbouring
ftates; the power of diftributing the fea and land forces, as he might judge proper, and
of dire@ing their operations in time of war:==That, in cafe of hoffility impending or
aQlually hegun, an ally to fupport, or a right to preferve by force of arms, the king
fhould be bound to give notification thercof, without delay, to the legiflative body, and
to make known the caufes and motives thereof ; and, if the legiflative body were not fit-
ting ‘at the time, it fhould immediately aflemble:—That every declaration of war
fhould be made by the king of the French, and in the name of the nation.

There were fome other claufes included in the decree, one, indeed, of great impor-
tance, which, in the name of the French nation, renounced for ever all conquefts, and
confequently all wars leading to that obje&. If this excellent refolution had been ad-
hered to, it would have produced a moft happy cffe@, through the favourable lmpreﬂ.ion
which it would have made upon the fehtiments of mankind, and particularly on the
neighbouring ftates, with refpet to the wildom, moderation, juftice, and peaceable
difpofition which predominated in the ngw government; which all Europe would then
find itfelf interefted in fupporting, and which the moft remote nations could ot avoid
regarding with refpeét and admiration.

In fupport of the decree by which the right of making peace and war was taken fromy
the executive power, and vefted in the legiflative body, it was obferved, that to ‘involve
nations in war without their confent, by the exercife of prerogative, was one of the
greateft abfurdities that the annals of defpotifin could exhibit; that the generality of
wars were produced by the refentment of an individual, the caprice of a king, or the in-
fluence of a minifter ; that where a war was to be fupported by the lives and property of
the people, it was cqually confiftent with juftice, reafon, and humanity, thatthe people.
fhould alone be allowed to judge when it was proper and neceffary’to commence hoftili-
ties; thac the adoption of a contrary fyftem would encourage tyranny and fanétion in-
juftice ; and, finally, that a reference to the hiftory of the different wars that have been-
waged in all monarchies, ancient and modern, would demonftrate the truth of thefe al~
fertions, and confequently eftablifh the wifdom of. the decrec. :

On the other hand, that the right of making war fhould exclufively veft in ﬂmp— |
, €utive power had, till this period, been allowed by all; our own philofopher, Locke, ;‘;
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his treatife on governments *, has clearly demonftrated the wifdom of this right ; and
whoever maturely refle@s on the fundamental principles of monarchical ftates, muft ac-
knowledge, that it is effential to their welfare, if not to their exiftence. The advocates
for this doftrine in France obferved, that it was the duty of the Afflembly to be guided
bv the will of their conftituents, elfe they could, no longer be deemed a National Affem-
bly; that when their conftituents declared, in their inflructions to their different depu-
ties, that the government fhould continue to be menarchical, and parely monarchical, they
certainly meant that the king fhould referve the right of making peace and war,—But
the infiruétions were not confined to fuch general terms: many of them particularly
adverted to the prefent queltion.  Thofe of the nobility of Arras contained the follow-
ing paffage==*¢ The States General fhall declare, that to the king belongs the exclufive right
“ of making peace or war, and the difpofal and difcipline of the army 7°."-=T hofe from
Bas Vivarais taid—+*¢ The king, affifted by a council of war, fhall difpofe of the troops,
““ at bis pleafure, for the purpofe of ex’ernal defence '"."'—The inftru&ions from E vreux
oblerved—* The plemtude of the executive power comprehends thg right of making
“ peace or war, and all treatics relative thereto, together with fhe difpofal of the public
¢ torces for the defence ot the nation, and the {upport of the laws 7,""—¢ Let it be de-
“ creed by the States-General”—{aid thofe trom the commons of Roueh 7'—¢ that in
“ cafe a war fhall occur during an adjournment, prorogation, or diffolution of the
¢ Stares,” (which fufficiently proves that they did not mean the right of making war
fhould veft in the States) ** the taxes [hall be raifed one or two fo/s in the livre; which
* augmentation fhall be denominated the war-tax.”—The fame terms are employed in
thofe of the Third- Eftate, or commons, of the Cotentin 7.—~But theele&ors of Paris,
the very feat of Jdemocracy, and the very fource of democratical privtiples, were ftill
more expreflive and precife, as well with regard to defenfive as to offenfive war.  They °
faid—+** In cafe of a defenfive war, of invafion, or hoftile attacks, the king, as the depo-
4 fitory of the exccutive power, will adopt the moft decifive meafures for the public pro-
“ teGion ; and, in this cafe, as in that of effenfive war declared by the king, the States-
“ General fhall meet again in two months 7"

If the other inftrudlions took no formal notice of this monarchical prerogative,
which the kings of France had enjoyed, without interruption, for fourteen centuries,
it was becaufe they did not imagine it could become an objeét of doubt or conteftation,
and it was therefore never difculfed by any of thofe eleftors. . But fince the juftice of
the principle was acknowledged by all fuch as adverted to it, it has been deemed fair
to confider the filence of the reft as an acquiefcence in the determination of their fellow-
citizens, ! ‘

. §

" 69\Chap. fh, # Dflhe legiflative, executive, and federative power.” 70 Arras, Cahiers dela Noblefle, p.7,
7' Ttem, Bas-Vivarsis, fol. 11, - 7% Jtem, Evrenx, p. 6. 73 Cahiers du Tiers-Etat de Rouen, art. 5.
74 Cahiers du Tiers-£tat du Cotentin, manufcrits, 75 Cahiers du Tiers-Etat de Paris extra murss, . 34
: - .

’ 382 : The

-



468 . '  REIGN OF ‘ | E:;go»

T'he enemies to the decree in queftion farther obferved, that the juftice of this prigeie
ple was, at firft, acknowledged by the Affembly itfelf, and that at/the moment when it
declared, that the French government was monarchical—that the fupreme exccutive
power was placed, exclufively, in the hands of the king—that he had the command of

“all the fea and land forces—that the care of watching over thie external fafety of the
Kingdom, and of maintaining its rights and poffeffions, was delegated to him : when it
“declared this, it in fa& decreed, that if the fafety of th'e“?f{atc, or the defence of its rights,
fhould require a declaration of war, it was the king’s duty.to make that declarations
that if any treatres fhould be requifite either for the prevention or termination of a war,
it was his place to conclude them; that the army, of which he was. the fupreme
bead, being deflined to preferve the kingdom from all external attacks, it was his duty to
employ it for that purpofe the moment it fhouldd become neceffary, and to decide when it
would be proper to exert the fupremacy of the executive power, which was entrufted to
him, that the ftate-might receive no injury.

Thefe confequences, it was affirmed; were fb matural; and fo intimately conneéted
with the firft decrees of the Affembly, that by feparating them they deftroyed with one
hand what they had created with the other. In what—it has been afked-—does the exe-
cutive power confift, if not in the right of exerting and dire@ing the public firength ?
Does not war confift in.als of force and violence? and can the legiflative body have
any thing te do with adls of that defcription? To fay that it was the king’s. place so
carry on a war, but that the power of deciding whether it fhould be carried on was vefted
in the legiflative body, was tofeparate the aét from. the will, in a cafe where there could
be no interval ‘between them, and .which required that they fhould both' proceed from
the fame principle.  When the nation gave itfelf a chicf, when it entrufted him with
the difpofal of its forces to.be employed in its defence, it certainly did not mean that
others fhould have. the dire@ion of thofe forces ! It charged him with the care of watch-
ing over the public fafety ; it therefore delegated to him every power that was neceflary
to enable him to difcharge the duty that was impofed on him; and it would be abfurd
to fuppofe ‘that w.hcn it put arms in his hands, it bound up his will, and fettered  his

motiow\.- . Sihe: % 5

But ideas thus fimple were infufficient to guide the condué of thofe, who, finding
themfclves, for the firft time in their lives, entrufted with the power of giving rules
to an empire, preferred the moft abftra& notions, made a point of ‘analyfing every
thing, diffe¢ted all the principles that. were fubmitted to. their confideration, and often
miftook the different parts of one undivided whole for fo many diftinét objeéts, to each of
which they then laboured to affign a feparate clas . Thus, in their djffertations on

-
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the l!irﬁjc& of war, they deferibed four diffgrent rights ; viz.—that of deciding on its
propriety—that of preparing for it—that of declaring it —and that of carrying it 01 ,—
and thefe rights, according to their fyftem, would admit of beiny divided betw;n the ;lc-
lcgatcd'rép’refcntativcs, whofe province it was only to delibegate, and the fupreme dele-
gate, who was deftined to aét. But in reality, and according to the cuftom of all nations,
in cafe of hoftilities, thefe four pretended rights are all confolidated into one—the war
and the declaration of war are confounded together, and even, generally, the former pre=
cedes the latter.

The Affembly, then, could not efcape, by means of any metaphyfical fobtlety or dif-
tinction whatever, the cenfure they deferved, for having aéted in contradi@ion to the
will of their conflituents, and to their own principles, when, after acknowledging th#
France was governed by a monarch invefted with the plenitude of the executive power,
they deprived him of the right of making peace or war.

But independent of thele ohjeftions, the decree itfelf has been attacked as being re-
plete with inconfiftencies, in its context; and incompatible with the fafety of the ftate;
in its effe@®s. It has been maintained, that that part of it which delegates to the king
the care of guarding the kingdom from external attacks, of maintaining its rights and
polleffions, as- well as its political conne&ions abroad, and the power of diftributing the
forces, and dire€ting their operations, would lead any one to conclude, that it fecured to
the king his right of making peace and war.  For what is meant by guarding a flate from
external attacks, if it does not mean to repel every attack that is made on it, and even to
__svert any impending danger ! How is it poffible io0 maintain the rights and poffiffions of

a kingdom, 'withon{ going to war with whoever threateos or invades them? How is it
poffible to condué? politicg! negociations without the ability to forefce or declare what muft
refult from their failure or fuccefs? When they authorized the king to make preparations
Jor war, and difiribute the fea and land forces, as be might judge proper—did not they urge
him to quit the peaceful ftation affigned to him, and to enter the lifts of war 7—and,
when there, would not the diftin&tion between the one and the other be reduced to a
thread, which might, in an inftant, be broken, without leaving time for any previous

deliberation ?

Thepamcular inconvenience of obliging the king. to give notice to the legiflitive

m}?%’r‘z he could fupport an ally, or purfuec hoftile meafures, has been fuccefsfully
expofed. What a glorious ftate of fafety muft have been that of a vaft kingdom, by
whofe inftitution it was decreed, that, in cafe of hoftilities impending or altually begun, the
king, before he was at liberty to adopt any means of defence, muft convene the
e ﬂ‘"ﬂ'“m:{' not fitting at the time, and quietly wait until its members—
difpericd over an extent of territory of four-and-twenty thoufand fquare leagues—fhould:
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arrive at the capital! until its orators fhould have difplayed their erudite-eloguence |
ond until a leg flative decree fhoull, finally, aiter mature deliberation, have been. iffued,
well and duly an@ioned, in order to decide on the propricty of fighting!!!—What po-
tentate would accept, as an ally, that fhadow of a monarch, who, when the affiftance fti=
pulated fhould, in acafe the moit urgant and prefling, be claimed from him, muft reply—
¢« The delegates of the nation are difperfed over every part of it; without them I know
« pot what I can do, either to aflilt you or to defend myfelf: but have patience ; it will
¢ not require more than fix weeks to collect around me a numerous affembly of curates,
¢ advocates, phyficians, men of letters, aftronomers, men of wards, honeft hufbandmen,
¢ and pretumptuous youths, who all together, without the fimalleft knpwledge of po=
« litical conneclions, the cognizance whereof is confined to myfelf, will foon have de-
¢ termined, at a fingle fitting, I hope, unlefs the previous que/lion interfere, whether the

“ yights of man permit us to go to war-or not %"

It has been contended, that, ridiculous as this may appear, it is the neceffary confe-
quence of the decree; which there is no poffibility of juftifying, by alledging that, in
cale of attack, the king fhould repel force by force, and defend the ftate from invafions
which either threaten or endanger it ; it is, on the contrary, in the very cafe of hoftili-
ties, impending or begun, that the king is bound to confult the National Affembly ; it
‘is on the notihcation he muft give to it of thofe hoftilities, that the legiflative body has
referved to itfelf the power of deciding whether a declaration of war is to rake plice or
not. ['he fifth and fixth articles of the decree fettle this point beyond the poffibility of
a dipute.. The fifth declares—* That upon fuch notification being made by the king,
4« if the legiflative body are of opinion that the commencement of hoftilitics was owing
4 to any milcondv& of minifters, or.other agents of the exccutive power, t'«’author or
¢ fuch agg'eflion (hall be profecuted for the crime of Lrze-NATiON.” Hence it is
evident that the decree could have no allufion to offenfive hoftilities on the part of the
French government : aid that thofe which were ordered to be notified by the king to the
Affem !y, were holtilities againit the kingdom. oA

Buy'—{ays article the fixth—« Tf upon fuch notification™ (of an attack a&ual or ime
pending, * tiie legiflative body thall refolve that war ought not to be declared, the exe-
“ cutive power (lall be bound to take the neceflury meafures for ftopping or preventing
“ all kind of hoftility.” "What meafures can be alluded to? It is clear they are not vi~
oleni mia’ures, fince they are preferibed for the purpole of avoiding war; they muft necef-
farily, there ore, be weafures of non-refiftance, meafures which paflively tend to refign to
the encary the o0 je& of conteftation, If, then, the monarch had begun by refifting, by
deieuding the pollcfion attacked, and by repelling the invalion, he would have taken up-

> 77 Pe Calonne,
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on himfelf to erploy meafures direétly contrary to the decifion of the Affembly; and the
minifters, who wouldanfwer with their livesfor fuch condu®, would allu redly be very care-
fol how they advifed him to run the rifk. The oppofers of the decree, therelore, thought
themfelves juftified in declariog, that, according to the tenor of the decree, the king muft
remain a paflive fpeator of hoftilities, impending br begun againft his people, till the
Affembly fhould have time to mncet, to deliberate, and to decide, ' X

They maintained, that however abfurd this might appear, it was the literal fenfe, nay
the only fenle in which the decree in queftion could be taken, Here—{ay they—is another
proof of it. The Affembly declares, that the nation renounces all ideas of engaging in
any war with a view to conqueft, and will never employ its forces againlt the liberties of
any people. Every body underftood by this declaration, that the nation announced to
the world its intention of never meore waging-an offenfive wars ™ and there is reafon to
believe it was the intention of the Afferubly to have it received in this light ; without
which, and if it had only pretended to renounce all idéas of conquering and fubduing other
nations, it would have been a vain and ridiculous boaft, at a time when France was rather
in circumftances to requeft that other powers would not take an advantage of her fituation,
than to promife that fhe herfelf wounld not employ her arins to a bad purpofe.

Since, then, there was to be no more offenfive war, the right of making war, which the -
legiflative bedy took away from the king and arrogated o itfelf, could only be the right
of making defenfive war; and if the king might ftill exert that privilege withour the par-
ticipation of the legiflative body ; if he could employ the forces of the ftate in defending
the frontiers, or in aflilting his allies when attacked, before the legiflative body had de-

on riety of fo doing, he would poffefs all the right of making war which
could now be poffefféthiq France ; confequently the famous decree would be wholy infig-
nificant and ulelefs. To giv¥ ity fignification, it is abfolutely requifite that its effeéts
fhould be—agrecable to the terms of the decree—to prevent the executive power fiom
alting, * even in cafe of hofltilities impending or begun,” before the Affembly have delibe-
rated on the fubje@. Thus, were an enemy to efic@ a landing in any part of the king-
dom, and the commandant of a neighbouring town were to repel his attack, and drive

¢

7% However real the diftinion-may be between an offenfive and a defenfive war, there are fo many means of
%ﬁrwng charaéteriftics of each, and it is wiual a thing to tranfpofe them, in au arbitrary man-
ner, in the manifeftoes of belligerent powers, that whatthe National Affembly bere fays in the name of the French na-
ton may appear to be of no greater confequence ther all thefe proteftations of the fame nature which are invariably
employed by 4t wary in order to prove, that it is with extreme regret they have commenced hoftilities, and
merely for the of M”ﬁh All offenfive war being unjuft, were a monarch to acknowledge himfelf
the aggvelfor, he wouldthereby Joad hisarms with 2 varnifh of injuftice that muft prove prejudicial to their fuccefs.

is reafon, fuch an acknowledgment is not to befound in any declaration of war, and it is always. ealy to .

ALONNE, p-a81.
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kim off the coaft, hewould be gmlty of a criminal antmpltaon ‘of the will oft‘be Aflembly;
the minifter who fhould direft fuch a mode of proceeding, and the general and all other
agents of the exccutive power who fhould affift in putting it in exécution, would become
Hate-criminals, for having oppofed force to force, and confequenti; for having made war
without any previous explanation, without a notification of the motives which led to it,
without the fan&tion and authority of the legillative body. ~

The Affembly was called upon, in cafe it fhould difavow thefe confequences, either to
difavow the decree from whence they evidently refulr, or elfe to explain in what manner
the executive power could be at once altive and confined ; how, with its hands tied by
the prohibition to commit any a& of hoflility; without the previous conlent of a dehi-
berative body, it could defend the kingdom at a moment when its fronticss were attacked
or threatened ; and how minifters could be rendered refponfible for the ravages canfed by
an invafion againft which they had not immediately employed the milicary lorces, when,
- by the terms 6f the new conftitation, they werce not permicted to employ them, even on

the molt urgent eccafions, till after they had explained the neceffity of (o doing to the
reprefentatiyes of the nation,.and till after thofe reprefentatives had alfembled to judge of
their motives, and had acknowledged the validity thercof? . -

The form of declaring war, in the name of the wation, has alfo been attacked ; in the firft
place it was needlefs, becaufe all mankind muft know that every king alts in the name of
the nation ; in the next place it betrayed, on the part of the Affembly, a grofs mconﬁéency
of language and condu&. They had before applauded the king for declanag that he and
the nation were one; and now they diftinguifhed the king from the nation, whcn engag-
" ed in combating itsenemies. It isevident that this affe&ation of changing th j,digm

which univerfally appertains to rovalty, was intended o Be,gradc the ...uuarch, not only
in the eyes of his fubjects, whom they withed to wean by degreés from confidering them-
fclves as fuch, but even in the eyes of thofe foreign powers with whom he might form
~treaties, Does . the abafement of its chief, then, lead to the e:altanon of t'he nation ?
What a prepoﬁcroua and miftaken policy was it, to wifh that. th-kmg. w‘ho owe}ned
them, might not be equal, even in external dngmry, toiho-olhq monarchs 91' urope !
If their philofophic legiflators were ighorant of the value of the mfpe& and éonfideration
of cmpires, they at lealt ought to have known. what one of their own members told
them, ¢ That the royal dignity is to-be regarded as a part of the national pmputy"”
and b); what right dld ‘they affame the anthonty of ﬂtfpﬁﬁﬂ‘rﬂw natien of that pro-
_ perty .

-By another article of the decree, qtmdeduad t‘bat ‘during the wlmlc egqu'e of the
«war, the legiflative body Mhould have the powu' of reqmnn; the mm to ne-

fw‘.\\
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sm. i 'the executive power fhould be bound to emnply witl\ fuch requelt.
hw the fame fingularity of fyle and inconfiftency of matter are obfervable:
e Mbm&m‘"—mo M. de Calonne®—« extremely offenfive, in obferving,
“¢ eyen in the decrees which arc deftined to formp the French conftitution, an _artful,
“ wm:&&um of rejeéing the word x1vo, and fubftituting execwsive pow-
L n‘in ﬁpl#“ Here the legiflative body fpeaks to the executive power ; requires the
wer to negociate; regulates the condu@ of the executive power: there we
s addrefling complaints to the legiflative body againft the executive
« power: were not mirth fuperfeded by indignation, thofe fantaftical arrangements—this -
“ modern French frippery of new-fangled fpeech-—would naturally excite a laugh, Is
¢ it then becaufe the title of king commands refpet, and might agaia infpire it by the
« effects of habit, that the Aflembly has fuch a repugnance to employ it ?  Yet it fill
"% has recourfe Yo it on fome occufions, as may be remarked in this very decree ; but when
¢ the Affembly alfumes an imperative tone, when it prefcribes to the monarch his rule
#* of alion, then, withing, doubtlefs, to avoid the amithefis (as yet too harth for the
*4 ears of the French) of king and fubordinate agent, it perfonifics :hemm pnur
he tntfldwtanalu impofes itsobligation on ﬂnmmh.

kh true, lnlodl. Mmﬂn article lnque&mn, the legiflative ‘body appears on1y te
weferve to itfelf the right of requefling the exccutive power to negociate a peace ; but, in
‘the lanigaage of the Affembly, reguct and command were fynonimous, 'fince, in the fame
m&m the executive power fhall be found to eonplywith fuch upea."
siakrad _on aneinqt eonﬁﬁmm’ly in the words; it h ﬁﬂl more remwkablt
comireagement and the: conclufion of the decree. Tt begins by declaring,
aloife~ss-dclegated the care of maintaining political connections
conduéting negociations ;™ and it concludes by giving to the legiflarive
e ciding on the proper time for negociating a peace. ¢ But'—ex-
“claimed Mirabean— who‘.-hhwwhwbiaﬁnplopcrmt for making peace,
. w the parfon who holds the thread of all political conneélions? Will you difclofe
W thltmtqbtho Affembly—by a public difcuffion, the fecret motives which lead
“y o1 ‘F’WIHW by fuch means, betray ‘the extent of your ftrength or
"'“ ' ﬁhwmumtmmmhthmﬁm&ugr

| .ﬁw\&ﬁ rﬂ,
a«vww %iﬁgmmnww
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,:? BT B, % PEeat de la Prance; p. 185,
= ‘1‘,*' takes of this affe@ation—he tells us that on expreffing hisconcern (on the {ixth of
- y ”hd bl ; ﬂﬂﬁbw&ﬂoqhamﬁmﬂﬂsmﬂnﬂmucﬁ,ammbﬂvm grave-
y oblerved to him that ‘ﬁ_.mwﬁrnaw&mm.,uw Kginaif ne doit
wbexs le Fuits relatife o da dericre infirvelion, P 36 oO%e. .
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In oppofitionto thefe fentiments it was obferved, that the nation' was alone compe-
tent to decide on its own interefts; was alone entitled to difpofe of its own blood. It
was afked, Whether it. was. jult that a man, deccived by hu minifters, thould have it in
his power  to expofe a, whole nation to the dangers of war ;—to doom, from. frivolous
motives, a hundred thoufand citizens to death, to involve a hundred thoufand families in
ali@ion; and to load his fubjeés with taxes, for the fupport of his deftruive expedis
tions? The right of declaring war is the right of exprefling the general, will, of
forming a public refolution, of deciding on a great national intereft ;—=fuch a right as
this, it was contcnded. could onely.bclong_to the :ep;cfenmnvnof the nation.

Such isithe {ubﬁame of the-moft powerfal argumenu-that were employed'to mptefo
a convition, that it - would be equl'ly prejudicial to the national right, and to the na-
tional intereft, to leave the king in poffeffion -of that eflential part of the monarchical
prerogative which gives the: power: of making peace and war, It was urgedin reply,
that the fame fophifins on the queftion of right, the fame, illufions on that of intereft,
were here apparent; as had given birth to fo many other-errors. - They were fophifms on
the queftion of right, fince they. not only inceffantly confounded the legiflative body
with the nation, and the delegation of the right with the right itfelf, but loft fight of this
fa@—that the king was alfo a reprefentative of the general will; and fince the confe~
quences which they drew from this chara&er of reprefentative were as applicable to him
as to the legiflative body; and fince, as often as any queftion occurred on the regulation
of their refpecive funQions, or the. detcnmnaupn of their limits, that queftion was
only between the he_lieditary delegate of the nation, and its removable delegms The -
national fovereignty was then the judge, and not a party in the canfe,.md the - . ‘nle
which made all the public refolut,Qns, the gencral will, md the. inters”., ui the commu-
nity, center in the pcople. did not pperate more in. fayour of " AQQN} which exar-
cifed the legiflitive powery than in favour of the fupreme chief, who was elltruﬁed with -
the executive power ; but that principle being e qually the fource of both ao#eu. held
the balance between them, aud if ‘an doubts arofe’ oﬁ the d uﬁbnof}wm to eithﬁ,
they could only be tried by tbaﬁmdml of general ntfﬂt!

=
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If the gencra! unhty. ;;banq{ay the :_qut«r for mmmg thu
queltion, Whether the right of making peace and war. Ow Mmﬁi‘“
power, or to the deliberative power ; to the monarch, to wi ' are entrufted

“for the defence of the kingdom, or to the Aflembly, whofe duty it llmm for.
ruling it? The decifion is evident, for it is the fame thing as afking whether the exer=
cife of that right requires a prompweﬁ of 'dﬂqpmtnmon, aﬁ&mqg in mﬁ-pnmnl
firength in its means, and aivity in every thing that dcpends on it—and whether it be
proper fo delegate fuch a right to a body incapable, by its nature, of fulfilling the condi-
tions annexed to it F==Means, homw, were found ntpped'ndcﬂlmpeoph. and, through

them,,
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them, the Aflembly, that the ftate would be more excmpt from danger when its chisf
fhiould no-longer be at liberty to defend it-from externalattacks, and fhould no longer be
confidered as its reprefentative with foreign pewers.

\ -To'ﬁ:pnrilﬂuc‘c the adoption 'of this ftrange op'mim, the declamatory orators-of the
democratic party appealed to the hiftory of all monarchical governments, and to the
cruel ufe which kings have made, in:all ages, of the dangerous right of drawing the
fword at theiripleafure. They fhewed'that oceans of blood had been fhed to gratify the
vanity of an-ambitious.monarch, or the interefted views: of an odious minifter. They
exhibited; in their dreadful reprefentations, the deftru&ion of the human race, facrificed
to the caprice of fovereigns; not one of the commonsplace remarks..on the herrors of
war efcaped theirpencil ; and, as if, thofe horrars had. been wholly, confined. to the re-
- gions of monarchy, they artfully threw a veil over all that has occurred in other go-
vernments, and feemed to have deftroyed all thofe dark pages of hiftory which are pol-
Juted with the more fanguinary wars of republics and oligarchies.  Were we to give cre-
dit to them, we fhould believe that the widh.of the multitude isever the wifh of reafon;
- and that.the intoxication of enthufiafm, the whirlwind of paflion, the arts of corrup-
tion, and the blindnefs of precipitation, have lefs accefs to an Aﬂbmbly of exght hundred
-nhen.,thantoacmcdof feven or eight %, . VN

o4 &t "'-.' vimprae T TRy

: M are what were termed illufions. Therprond. hbwever, inadequate to feduce
fach as ‘were faid to underftand and adliereto the effential principles of a good govern-
ment. Mmy of ‘thofe members of ‘the Affembly who were moft diftinguifhed for {oli-
3y S fnf, juftnefs of fentiment, and fplendor of cloquence, viGtorioufly refuted, both
the féphufm on"Tis_right' of ‘making war, and the declamations on the pretended utllwy-
of defpﬁmhg‘thé king o?"&“s_b_mltcml part af hu pm;mvc

.- 'Biﬁécﬁ(ﬁ :Ighl?'--ﬁud M. de thrmonr Tonnerre—* muft be entrufted to fome-
e dne, is it mot better to confide it, under the claufe of refponfibility, to a few perfons
* who are bound by anterior laws, than to a great number of men 'who are reftrained by
* no laws, whg are checked by no refponfibility ? Will it be more prudent to confide it,
“‘mﬁ to thofe who will make an arbitrary ufe of it, than to confide it, un-
[pecific W fuch as will be refponfible for the exercife of it?*

! {tion isito be found in the annals of eyery.nation, and M. de

' . '_:_.'-'-‘ eil-juftified in quoting the political a@s of violence and injuftice exer-
Ms‘b’  fenate; the calamitics experienced by all thofe powers who have
nak uﬂmai" in mhﬂ'ﬂlnbly whofe deliberations are publio;

-
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chts of Po!gnd., aml the}m Qf Swdﬁ! n? ] ?‘ - , i hi i 86 hosai
TP »the right of malunb w&uwhd in th}é cing—{aid the abbé de Montefguiou—be-
forc he attempts to exercife it, he muft mﬁrﬂy"&& onall Qhercyﬂa proﬂndhy war,
and 6n' the maledictions ‘which he'is about to incur, - Iﬁ on lhc con ﬁlt;tght'bc
‘confided to the National Afembly, nothing will e eafy to itit ‘engage in‘a
- war without »:mﬁng any - part oftm odivmm, which is gmeh:lly muqdm fuch a
“meafure.. In fapport of fhldob&rnﬁou, the abbé remarked, that William thﬂThld,
in England, where he had the exclufive right of making war, confulted the parliament
‘before he engaged in it; while he did mot-fcruple to omit all fimilar forms in. Holland,
where the nght was nﬁul wh t ﬂepumiw aﬂ'unblyg whiph he M:Mto fqbu
ﬂnm wg Ll 14 SIPLEL Lis Wt Glﬁw .. ~.;a.£ ‘\.: '
. ' b DO RN r.qd. R AR : ' '
‘I‘hc abbé Maury damdfby ‘arguments apparently mﬁ.{hﬂe,tlm?mcbwodd

‘no lenger be a monarchy, but would become a monfirous government, for which no name
could be found, fhould they prefume to delpoil the king of a right inherent in his crown,
for the long fpace of fourteen centuries—a right, of which to deprive him, would be to
rob him of the moft effential prerogative of the executive power—a right .which the
‘Allembly was mot authorized to conteft, fince although it was ordered by the nation to
enforce the aclmowlodgmmhof the ancient. conftitutional rights of the: and:, it had
a0t received full power to change and overturn, at its pleafure, the form of nqqrnm I
Let them quote, faid, the abbé, from the hifiory of the whole. Wld. m;% )nIL
monarchical, in which the fovereign does not exercife, without difp v
<he right of making warand peace. The: Eqm ﬂpgmnk"apm%

1688, when the throne was declared vacant, and when they had the powcrof impﬁng

,fuch reftrictions as they might think- proper mtheu' n m never dreamed of

Jimiting the nght of making war, and of ¢ ! Mﬁ?ﬂ-
metce as hc migh: dcnm advantageous :ot.ho mﬂu. Hp T A -“i.%‘!‘" R
S0l "d P N g -u 94 %&

. ,\w ¢¥M1 &
Tfnu"luqum eccle.ﬁaﬁic*ﬂ:en entm-gtumm of il it
‘the rnanuchy. endeavoured to difpel mwmm folly r:
‘ Gppaﬁxepduy,on'theleg:l-mkofﬂw ench mc Uiptes

of that ancient right which was.now m?W%*JM“ > fol

had been oppofed toit; and his manner of refu
verfaries is fufficiently rcmfhbﬁ to JM hift

 .. I':‘“ n
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¢ Tt is with concern”’—{aid he—¢¢ that I find myl'clf c‘bnﬂ:ramed by the neceflity of a
«¢ juft defence, to fix your attention on a difaftrous epoch, which eyary true Frenchman
« maft with to efface from our annals. 1 allude to the year'1356, when the States-
¢ General were affembled, immediately after the ignominious defeat of ‘Maupertuis,
¢ near Poitiers. That National Affembly, or rather that grand confpiracy, directed by
« Stephen Marcel, provoft of Paris, undertook to forbid the dauphin, then regent of -the
“ kingdom, to exercife the right of making peace and war. You recolle@, gentlemen,
“ the deplorable ftate into which ourunhappy country was plunged at this calamitous
¢ period: The popular plunderer, Marcel, feized the produce of the taxes; caufed the

¢ king"s moft faithful” fervants to be malffacred in his very palace; and deceived the
« people by promulgating the moft feditious maxims; the uobnhty were affaffinated in
¢ every part of the kingdom ; ‘the feats of the wealthy were reduced to athes; to be
¢ rich was, in fome meafure, to be guilty of acapital crime’; and property the moft {a-
¢ cred was openly invaded. - All thofe magiftrates, who were royalifls, were depofed.
¢ The confpirators, withing to cftablith a royal democracy in France, had ufurped all
¢ the powers of the king. An univerfal defe€tion took place tlhiroughout the army.
¢¢ That part of the infurgents which was attached to Charles the Bad, propofed to raife
¢ to the throne a prince of a collateral branch; a prince, too, who was convicted of
¢ having formed the moft abominable plots for the total annihilation of the royal fami-
¢ ly®. = This multitude of confpirators was diftinguithed by a ftandard of revolt, that
¢ was publickly difplayed. The provoft of Paris had delivered up the gate of Saint
¢« Anthony to the Englith and Navarrefe. King John was, at that time, a captive in
« London : the regent was a minor. It was under thefe unhappy circumftances that
¢ the guilty ‘States, profiting by the captivity of rhe monarch, and the minority of the
ey ity djfputed the king’s right of making war and peace. But the French nation
4¢ was no fooﬁ?’;d]:aed to itfelf, than it repulfed and.exterminated, as enemies to the
¢« ftate, thofe daring madinzn. who had fought to {ubftitute the principles of democracy,
#¢ in other words, a general infurre@ion, for the ancient government of the kingdom.
¢ The States, convened in 1359, formally acknowledged the king's right of making
¢ war, and when they refufed to ratify the treaty between John and Edward, the only
« motive they alledged for their refufal was, that the king was not at liberty when he
¢ ﬁgned it. Such, gentlemen, is the epoch of horror and carnage, whence our ancef-.
« torsfaw, for the firlt time, thofe (trange {yftems arife, which are now revived in this
¢ Affembly. The comparifon to which they muft neceflarily lead, and which we are
<, mﬂedzo t;:.h_ibina.onr adverfaries, (fince they have dared to avail-themlclves of
' b MAh e \ .
: \ o
'-6 }‘hm;h tho nhﬁi’Mmry ftrictly wnﬂn&d lumfelf to the point of truth in his reprefentation 'of the times he

“was delineating, itwuinrdy poflible to have exhibited a more firiking or faithful pi@ure of the profenr times,
°!ummwnnMMd,mmcmmmMa
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« an example thus caleulated to excite difgufl} will not, 1 truft, peove-very) favourable to
“ their delire of ﬁ.cufmg the confidence of the nation,
f ” ' ~
“ Tt is proved, by all the fundamental maxtms of the French govcrtumcnt, that the
« right of declaring war belongs to ¢he king. It is proved, then, that the king will
“ ceafe to be king, if this prerogative be taken from him; if lie he not the fole reprefen-
“ tative of the nation with foreign powers; or, at leaft, it will, furely, be.acknowledg--
“ ed, that fuch a phantom of a king will'no longer be the monarch of the French.”
The abbé Maury was equally imprefive when, quitting the point of right to ‘eonfider
the intereft of the nation, he afked the Aflembly, how it could be uncafy about the dele-
gation of a right, which it was impoffible to exercife, and a_fortiori to abufe, without
that affiftance which could only be derived from itfelf ? and how it could anfwer for the-
fufety of the nation, if, after having given to the legiflative body the power of impofing’
taxes, it fhould Fkewile conferonit the right of making peace and war—How that body, re-
leafed from all refponfibility, and expofed to the afcehdancy of eloguence, the feduction-
of gold, the threats of a deluded people, and, above. all, to the firft emotions of enthufi- .
aftic patriotifm, unmatured by refleétion—could infpire the nation with as much confi-
~ dence as a citizen king, whofe interef}s were infeparable from the public profperity f—-
and how, when this ftate centinel mufl neceflarily keep an inceflant watch over the mo-"
tions of every power in Europe, affemblies, permanent indeed, bus deftined in furure to-
fit only four months in the year, for the difcharge of the numerous duties théy had im-
pofed on themfelves, could preferve that fame continaity of vigilance which' was necef=
{ary for obferving the difpofitions, the grojeés. and the refources of the different courts;
that promptitude of decifion, without which the firft of all polisical adu:mtgp A€ 3
of profifing by the moment, could not exift; and that neceffary fecrsey, without which-
the defigns of France, and her preparations, would be congi Anﬂl»fdff;iofed to.other na-—
tions, who would be t‘tudmuﬂy careful to. conceal thr.-.u' own ? Vs s’
" -v g i YWLE
Thc fame confiderations were dcwehpal'by erabenn, with all that energy by whicii
his fpeeches were generally diftinguifhed. ¢ Let me atk you''—faid he tohis colleagues—-
v whether we fhall have any better {ecurity, that no wars but fuch as are founded in juf+:
* tice will Le nndertaken, if we delegate the exercile of the right of making warexclo~
“ fively to an affembly of feven hundred perfons? Have you forefeen how far the tranf--
¢ ports of paflion, how far miftaken courage, and falfe ideas of dignity, may lead us to the
¢ adoption and juflification of imprudent meafures? Caft your eyes on all political af-
* femblies; you will fee that they have never. declared war bit when under the mﬂg.
« enceof pafion. If you give the exclafive right of deciding on the propriety of‘go-
“ ing to war to the legiflative body, Will you avoid that flownéfs of deliberation, whichy~
' in fuch cafcs, is attended with infinite danger ? Have you no dread left your national
i
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¢ .force fhould be paljied, as in Poland, Holland, &c. Have you no apprehenfions that
“t_that tardinefs will be augmented, either becaule our conflitution infenfibly affumes the
“¢ form of a great confederacy, or becaufe the departments muft inevitably acquire a con-
“¢ fiderable influence over the legiflative body? Do you entertain no fears left the peo-
é plc, being informed that their reprefentatives are to declare war in their name, fhould
“ not théreby contrall a dangerous tendency towards a democracy, or, rather, towards dn
“ oligarchy #—left the with for war and peace thould originate in your provinces, {hould
¢ foon become the fubject of petitions, and excite, in a vaft body of men, all the agita-
¢ tion which an object of fuch importance is capable of exciting? Have you no fears
© ¢ that the legiflative body may be induced to pafs the boundaries of its own power, by
“ the almolt in le confequences of the exercife of the right of making peace and
¢ war? Have you rs that, ia order to promote the fuccefs of a war voted by itfelfy
¢ it may feck to infl e its dire€tion, and the choice of generals, efpecially in cafe of
« misfortune, and that it m {pect every meafure adopted by the monarch, with an
« eyer-doubting eye of fufpicion and jealoufy, that would, in faét, form a fecond execu-
“ tive power ? g 4

| the inconvenience of an affembly being obliged to
d ke employé@in deliberating ;—of the uncertain-
F mark all the meafores of the executive power, which will
F your provifional orders; of the inconveniences attending a
fotives for making war or .peace—a difcuffion, of which
'! a-ll‘_tjgc l?cut_s o§ he flate (and long fhall we bave fuch fecrets) often compole

¢ Again, do you think nothing
¢ aflemble at the very time IQ‘h
¢ tyand hefitation which
“ never kuow the extgn

- “'ﬁltiy’,,l].q_you%iﬁk nﬁ of the danger of tranfporting republican forms into a
¢ government at omse rcprcf ve and monarchical 7 Let me entreat you to refle@ on
- *¢ this danger, for your oWy fakes, for the fake of the conftitution, and for the fake of
“ the king * 1" —Tt was impoflible to' reprefent greater force and perfpicuity thofe
'Mwn*wh:t:h mecellatily 16d to the conclufion, t ‘m{c right of making peace and war
fhould remain vefted in the king ; “and' yet that'conchufion was neither adopted by the Af-
fembly, nor, finally, by Mirabeau himfelf, who, after the decree had paffed, became the
pufillanimous “advocate’ of that very queltion which he had, at firft; fo openly and fo
hblrm&‘“ﬁdn‘ m[fa'r'a.prdbague, dateriora Jequor, fhould bave been his motto. In<

bz § o
'3 In m of this {peech, Mirabeau, who had the fortune of being (o often, slternately, the idol, and the
of the became the obje@ of their utmofk execration and rage. -It way immediately reported, either
bﬂﬁdﬂm ‘the Kﬂi‘mb\y. or by thofe in the galleries, that he had been bribed by the court : and
*thh'lllﬁ'n ‘being ly conveyed to'the populace, a pamphlet was within a few hours cried and hawked about
she ftreets, entitled—* To¢ Grear Threackery of Count Mirabeaw.” In this dangerous predicament he fhewed preat bold«
qﬁ,ummm; mmw,uu(pnl,by 8 change of 'conduét, to reconcile matters,

i . ; 3U2 ' deuﬁ
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deed it might h:w:: becir applied with almoft equal propricty to the major part of the Af
fembly, who were over-awed by the mob that colleted in the Thuilleries, and by the
exclamations of thofc in the galleries, on the dey they paffed the decrec.

Immediately after the publication of this decree, the Affembly appointed a committee
to examine into and report upon all treaties of alliance exifting between France and
other countries. This enquiry was founded upon a new dorine at this time holden
by many of the moft violent republicans—that all treaties concladed by kings were in
their nature illegal, therefore null, and confequently fhould not be binding on the nation.

It appears from the event, that however other treaties were ered, it was detere
mined to fupport the conneétion and alliances with Spain, ev “the hazard of a war, a
confequence, which, in the prefent convulfed and disjoi ftate of the nation, muft have

been attended with infinite danger. Daring this interval, the people evinced that hatred
of the Englifh, which, notwithftanding the occafional profeflions of amity and regard,
* ftill lurked in their hearts. Violent fpeeches had been made, both in the Affembly and
the popular clubs, and violent pamphlets publifhed, all calculated to agitate and inflame
the public mind, by expatiating upon the ambitious views and dangerous defigns attri-
buted to England. Commercial jealoufy was alfo rouzed, and tended to encreafe the na-
tional enmity. The merchants of thie fouthern provinces, a great, powerful, and nume-
rous order of men, were alarmed by the apprehenfion, that #f¥8gain fhould be deferted
in this emergency, fhe would find herfelf under a neceflity®of Boncluding a treaty with
England which, in its confequences, might prove highly prejudicial to the interefts of
TFrance.” The remonftrances and influence of the merchants were feconded and confirm-
ed by the report of the committee of alliances, wh:‘dwas highly favourablg te-Spmine,
and confequently adverfe to England. e

e

’

ol
Things were in this train, when M. . Montmorin; in the begmmng of Auguft, laid ba-
fore the National Aflemably a rec’ application from the court of Spain for the expeét~
ed affiftance. The equipment of a powerful fieet, and a defenfive alliance with Spain,
were immediately determined wpon ; the Affembly, atthe fame ﬁmq.depmting_m-v
alliance for offenfive purpofes; a referve which could operate only .in words, as the afl-
{ftance muft from its nature prove offenfive. A fieet of abeve thirty fail was fitted out
at Breft with the utmeft poflible expedition; but the French naval force had, by this
time, fhaken off all fubordination and difeipline, with the fame contempt as the army:
had done, and the feamen were become in all refpe@s as diforderly and licentious .as the
foldiers. They had already gone to fuch alength as to .refufe to ferve under any offi-
cers but fuch as they liked ; had inftituted committees to report upon.the- naval qualifi-

‘cations, and political principles, of their commanders; and had, in-fome inftances; -
cathiered their captains,.and chofen new ones; a meafure deducible from, and fully war-
y . ranted

-~
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ranted by, that part of the new doétrines, which held, that kings were liable to be ca-
fhiered for mifbehavionr like footmen. Thefe mutineers had likewife been guilty of
great diforders and excefles in the port and town of Breft ; and, it was faid, were encou-
raged and fupported in all their enormities by the municipality of that place.

M. Albert de Rioms was firft admiral and commander in chief of this mutinous flcet,
a man of good charaéter, deemed an able officer, and fully competent to difcharge the
duties of his command in all fituations of fervice that could occur. It was faid, and is
believed, that whatever the admiral’s other qualifications might be, he was fufpeéted of
not being fo thoroughly democratic in his principles as the violent party in the Aflembly
wifhed him to be, It was likewife fuppofed, that they wanted to make the diforders at
Breft a pretence for turning both that admiral and the prefent minifters out of their
offices together ; at the latter of whem they had long been carping, without, however,
being able to bring any one direét charge to the proof againft them. Some new penal:
marine law or code, which had been haitily voted by the Aflembly, gave fuch offence to
the failors, that a more violent mutiny than any which had yet taken piace, fuddenly
brokeout at-Breft., When their officers endeavoured to recall them to their duty, by re-
minding them of the oath of fidelity and obedience which they had taken ;—they re-
plied, in the true fpirit of the Revolution, ‘“ We have taken no oath; we are the

4 firongeft, and will make the law *.” .

As all bufinefs was now tranf{aled by commigtees, one was inmediately appointed to
epquire into and report upon the caufes of thefe diforders, M. Menon, one of the mem-
hers, accordingly reported, that both the failors apd the municipality were deferving not
only &f cenfure but of punifhment; but he,at the fame time, reprefented, that the gene-
Fal diflike to, g want of confidence in, the miniftry, was the latent caufe of all the
xiots, mutinies, :md hz&u&crs in the kingdom. A motion was immediately made for ac--
cufing the minifters, but, thuugh it occafioned a violent debate, it was moft unexpect-
edly loft; a difappointment which excited the moft violent rage in the democratic party.,
M. Cazales diftinguifhed himfelf hy an excellent fpeech which he made, on this occa-
fion, tending to demonftrate the impolicy of influencing the will of the monarch in the
choice of minifters, Hc infifted, that the interference of the legiflative body in fuch 2
point was repugnant to the pl'm(:lplel of the conflitution, and tended to deftroy that di-
uﬁocqf powers on which the fafety of nations depended. He enforced and confirmed.
dm do&rine by quotations from the Englifh hiftory, taken from the reign of the two
Charleses and the third William, He concluded thus:

« I muft now obferve to the National Affembly, that the minifters whom they now
“ attack were p?mtd out by themfelves to the king, and that many of them were

. gwpknma 1789, tom, vi. p, 168,.
* chofen
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*« chofen from among their own members: every vague accufation is the invention of a
« tyrant; wherever fuch are countenanced, the {htg—to ufc the etpzeﬂion of Montef-
“ quicu muft be deftitute of freedom. - | -

s¢ Tt is already reported, that a proje& is formed for taking from the royal authority
« what little chicacy it is ftill fuffered to retain; fuch a project is. doubtlefs, far from
¢ being the wifh of the Aflembly; but if they fhould be broughi to adopt it, the true
¢ friends of the monarchy would ‘then have nothing more to do than to crowd around
¢ the throne, and bury themfelves beneath its ruins.” '

Upon the re<confideration of the report, on the following day, the fume reporter, who
had before acknowledged, that both the failors and the manicipality had been guilty of
crimes deferving of punifhment, had the effrontery to tell the Affembly, that fince they
would not punifh the real authors of the mifchief, they ought not to punifh men, who had
only erred through an excefs of patriotifm. This ftrange doCtrine was adopted as foon .as
- delivered ; ad, in defiance of all regard to military order, fubordination, and difcipline.
The mutinous failors were only mildly exhorted to return to their duty ; fomethinglike
an apology was made to them for the new penal articles, by promifing to re.confider
them; at the famne time, that they were flattered, by being prefented with a new firiped
flag, which was to fuperfede the ancient white military enfign of France. The'rage of
the democratic party at the defcat which they had experienced on the preceding day, was
Ao exceflive as to become intolerable y and fome of the oppofite fide having expreffed
their difapprobation at the meafure propofed of changing the national flag, this awakened
all the fupprefled fury of Mirabeau, who, with his ufual intemperance and violence, cried out

—=* The ariftocrates are grown infolent from their victory of yetterday; a fortigheago
¢ they would not have dured, for theirown fafety, to objeét to this peopofal.” Thefe
words, being properly refented, brought forth the immediate ¢ That it was lan-
“ guage worthy only of a'leader of banditti.” Thui was: inflantly produced one of

thole 4cenes of diforder, noife, clamour, and p&ﬂicm, whnch fo often dxfgraccd that
“ augu/l’" body. et i

The fervants or affiftants of the executive government, being now conviriced that their
official fate was finally determined, did not hold it to be either prudent or wife to urge
tic sxertions of power to any farther extremity. + Luzerne, the marine minifter, refign-
ed, and way replaced by Fleorew; but fome: {ufpicion or diflike prevailing againft him,
he experienced fo many mortifications from the Affembly, that he was foon -after
glad to refign, and was {ucceeded by M. Thcwena[d..‘ M. de la Tour du Pin, the, war
miuifter, was lucceeded by M. Duportaul who had the 300:] forrune to p1ca'fe the
Alfembly, but -was loudly reproached by the other fide, for totally ncg!c&mg the difgi-
pline of the army, and (ullcring the foldiers, already too little difpofed to fubmit to any
aider or controul, to become emu'ely ‘independent  of all command ; at the fame time

' - that
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that they began to be the cominon accufers of thiir oﬁ'cers, and conflituted themfelves:
judges not only of their actions, but of their principles. M. Duoport du Tertre was ap=
pointed minifter ‘of juftice and the admiral de Rioms ; having refigned, he was fueceeded
in the command of the Breft fleet by the celebrated navigator, Boagainville,

Though the failors at Breft were pacified, and the preparations carried on with fuch-
vigour as to be ncarly if not quire concluded, the court of Spain received fuch terrible ac-
counts of the incorrigible fpirit of dilorder an! mutiny which prevaled in the French
fleet, that it is faid to have been imprefled with the gieateft dread of engaging, with
fuch conforts, in a doubtful war with a molt (oymidable ecnemy ; the whole fortune and-
fuccefs of which muft almolt wholly depend upon the joint and great naval exertions ofs
the united nations. This impreflion was fuppofedand believed to he the principal opera-
tive motive with Spain, inducing her faddenly to conclude the convention with Eugland,.
which fettled the differences between the two nations'’,

i "

During thefe tranfaltions the violent republican purty found themfelves fo much in«
creafed in firength and in number, both within and withoot the Aflembly, and believed.
that the new (yfltem was fo firmby eftablifhed, that they did not deem it neceffary to fub..
mit any Jonger to the reftraint of oblerving any termg with the nebility, but thought they.
might venture boldly to bring forward their grand and long-concerted fcheme for the
total extirpation of that body; and even, {o far as it was poflible to be done, to evals

and ohl:terate the very name, along with all memorials and remembrance of their pall
exiftence.

It fliould be obferved, that many of the moft eminent of the French nobility, whethet
with refpe@ to Tamily, fortune, charafer, or influence, {among whom we {hall men-
tion, as inflances, the dukus e la Rochefoucault and de Liancourt) although they aba
horred fome of the violent aéts of the Affembly, were {till zealous adhictents 1o the Re-
volution,Ho far ag it correfponded w:th the principles oviginally avowed.by its advocates.
and friends ; for they were no lefs averfe from regal defpotifn than the democrates then-
felves, but they detefted republicanifin even more than defpotifim, as' the greater evilof
the two. Their objet wara rational, moderate, lnmtcd monarchy, whole powers (hould
be precifely defined, which, with full fecurity ta the. perfons and properiy of the people,
ml'h lllﬂhberty- that was compatiblé with gaod government, {hould, at the fame time,

gL 1>

il Whih WM&L&W Rupont, auumbm' of the National Aflembly, publifhed a pamphiet, ci-
titled; « Coafiderations on the Polities of France; Spain, and Engimd an whigh' he infifted, that the comt ok
France fhould fummon that Biﬂnihnd dii’:rm immediately, and that the Engllfh patien thould be informied, giat
if he'refufed to comply, the French nation ““fwore; upon lier houour, that fhe would inflantly rejir to London,
“in order 1o enforce a comliance with fier propofils” 4 The anbwer''=faid Hie—¢ muit be prompty for either
* Epgland muft begin to difarm in & week, or hoftilities muft commence in « month 1"

have
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have its own tights as firmly fecured, and as well guarded, as theirs. It will be eafily
perceived, from a recollefion of pait circumftances, that had it not been for the fupport
and influence of fuch mén as thefe, in different feafons of great difficulty, the bufinefs
of the Revolution could fcarcely, if at all, have been accomplifhed. But they were now
no longer deemed neceflary, and they experienced, as well as the clergy, to their grief
and coft, that from the beginning they had been made infiruments and tools to the defigns
- .of that fa&ion, which they abhorred and detefted beyond all others, S

This occafion renders it neceflary to notice a ftrange charaCter, which, except in the
account of fo fingular a Revolution as that of France, could fearcely have found means
to attraét the obfervation of an hiftorian.—This man was a difcontented Pruffian, who
had afflumed the ftrange name of Anacharfis Clootz, and who wanted to communicate
the kuowledge of that liberty to the French, which he dared not to talk about at home.
Though the obfcurity in which he was involved was highly unfavourable to his exer-
tions, yet, hating received fo imuch education in Germany as {ufficed to exait his natural
extravagance to its utmoft pitch, his felf-confidence would not allow him to mifs any op-
portunity of exhibiting his talents to the public. As declamatory philofophy, and the
negative quality of infidelity, were the points in which he fuppofed himfelf principally
to excel, he conceived, and not without fome rational grounds, that Paris was the placc
for difplaying to advantage his abilities and endowments : but whether it was that the
people thought they had orators and philofophers enough of their own, and that infide-
lity was too common to bear any value, or that the bombaft with which hig eloquence
was loaded was incomprehenfible even to the Parifians, fo it was, that all his exertions
were unable to pufh him forwardyinto any degree of particular notice. —

—

The modern Anacharfis, thus foiled in his hopes, that eloqueace and philofophy would
have opened the way to fame and fortune, fhrewdly conceived, that extravagance mighe
poffibly fucceed where they failed. Having procured a number of thofe vagabonds who
filled and infefted the ftreets of Paris, and hired all the ancient, foreign, and grotefque
drefles, which the opera and play-houfes could fupply, in-order to difguifc them, he maf-
queraded at the head of this motley crew to the National Aflembly, where he intro-
duced ther as ambafladors arrived from all or moft of the nations of the globe, being the
virtual amoaffadors of all thofe enflaved nations who wifhed to be free, and were there-
fore difpofed to enter into fraternity with France, for the glorious purpofe of eftablifhing
liberty throughout the world. The orator, in order to give a full difplay to. his talents,
delivered a fpeech, in the name of his dumb gang of ambaffadors, which for abfurdity and
bombaft equalled any thing that ever was, or can be, fpoken. In this he reprefented the
ambafladors of all exifting governments, as being themfelves flaves, the reprefentatives of
tyrants, and therefore unfitting to be received in the honourable public charaéter which
they affumed : that thofe citizens by whom he was accompanied were the real reprefenta~

iives
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tives and ambaffadors of mankind, and had conftituted him, in their name, to demand
places for them, fuitable to their rank and chara&ler, at the enfuing grand confederation

of the nation.

_ So barefaced, fo impudent, fo ridiculous a faste, was never before exhibited, in the pre-
fence of any public affembly, or, indeed, of any collection of men fuppoled to be m pol-
feflion of their rational faculties*”. To heighten, if that were poffible, the ridiculoufnefs
of the fcene, it was affirmed, that feveral of the Afiatic ambaffadors ftripped of their hired
robes and plumes, were feen at the doors of the Affembly, in their proper garb and cha-
racter, humbly foliciting the payment of their wages; a trifling matter, which, it would
' feem, the fublime ideas of their orator had rendered him inattentive to ™.

It feems, however, probable, if we may be allowed to judge from the immediate con-
fequences, that this exhibition was not to be entirely afcribed to the extravagance or in-
fanity of Clootz; but was calculated to an{wer a moft ferious and idportant purpofe.
But to underftand this, it may be neceffary to obferve, that, from the bad, and too often
fhameful, effe&ts, which the copious libations to Bacchus, during the hour of dinner,
had frequently produced on the debates of the Affembly, it had long become a ftanding
rule, though without any particular order for is, that no bufinefs of moment fhould be
brought forward at the evening fittings. On this account, they were generallr very
thinly attended, moft of the members gladly feizing the opportunity of indulging thefe
purfuits of private bufinefs or pleafure, from. which they had been with-holden by the
morning fitting. The exhibition we liave defcribed was prefentedat an evening fitring,
(on the nineteenth of June); when the houfe was not, indeed, g thin as ufual, but,
however it happened, {o it was, that the moft violent of the democratic leaders, and that

party in geueral, were thofe who principally attended.

Whén the mock ambafTadors had a&ed their part, and were withdrawn, it feemed as jf
- the Affeably thought it neceflary to act theirs likewife. As if they had bclleved the
-mockery which they had jult beheld to be a reality, and that the ambafladors of all man-

%7 We might naturally have fuppofed that no writer, in pofleffion of his rational facultivs, could have received

this abfurd farce as aferious reprefentation, and have confidered the motley followers of Clootz as the real churace
ters which their leader ftated them to be, had we not met with the following paffage in the Englifh « Hiftory of
“ the Revolution"'—*The patriatic feelings of the Affewbly were raifed to a high pitchef enthufiafm, by a deputation of fo-
& reigners front everymation, who came'td tefify their refpet for the new conflitution, in @ warm panegyric, and to requeff a feat at
“ the enfuing folemnity, Tley awere anfwered by the prefident, with dignity, and difmiffed with 1gfpect.” Vol i, p. 345~
'Wmm? By

% Oneof W mendicants ftopped M. de Biadecourt, at the ‘door of the Affembly, whom he mif-

800k for M. de: Liancowrt,and faid'to him—=* I calied at your houfe, fir”-— Why I do not know you, ray friend.”—
¢ Why it is 1fir, you know very well"—¢ No, friend, J donot""—4 I am the man who reprefented the Chaldean,
"“ -and 1 am come ﬁormr twelve liyres,”—Journal Politique, &c, tom, iii. p. 68, note,

", 3 X _ | kind
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kind were in fa& prefent, and fupplicating their prote&ion, they were all at once, as'if
they had felt an eleélric ﬂlnck ftricken with the moft violent fit of enthufafin for liber-
ty, which it was pofiible to deferibe or imagifie. The firft affufion of this paffion was
Jhighly landable ; it was a decree to deftroy or remove thofe figures of chained flaves, in-
tended to reprefent proftrate and con'quered nations, which furround the ftatue fo
snuch celebrated, and fo often condemned and ridiculed, of Lewis the Fourteenth, in the
Place des Victoires, and which, but for this decree, might have long continued fhameful
memorials of the infufferable vanity and arrogance of that monarch, 2

The fucceeding effeét of this enthufiafm was not fo blamelels. The refolution for .
abolifhing hereditary nobility for ever was, in this evening's fitting, introduced, debated
in a certain manner, and paffed into an irrevocable law before their rifing. It was to little
purpofe that ‘the nobility, all the royalifts, and many others, who were not abfolute re-
publicans, cried out, in the midft of their diftrefs or aﬂomﬂlmcnt, againft the unfairnefs
and difhonefty of this proceeding, which they openly afferted was carried by ftratagem
and furprize. The law was pafled, and there was no remedy! There was no houfe of
lords to check the exorbitance of a houfe of commons; there was no king, with free-
dom or power to curb the enormities of cither, or both ; and, to crown the evil, the Af-
fembly itfelf was unfortunatély not botind by any of the wholefome and neceflary regu-
1ations which fo happily prevail in the Englifh parliament; by which previous notice is
given of the introdu@ion of a new law ; by which every bill muft go through a certain
number of readings, and a realonable time is allowed for due confideration, before it can
be pafled ; #nd by which, in cafes of moment, a general call of one or both houfes takes
place, and ull the members are obliged, under penalty, to give their attendance on a day
appuinted,  All thefe forms, fo neceflary to cool and wife dcllbcrntlon allthefe falutary
checks and effential powers of controul, were here wanting.” . "'~ 4

The decree is thus worded: ¢ The National Affembly, conﬁacrmg that hcrcdltary
« nobility cannot exift in a frec fate, ena&, in confequence, that the titlés of duke, mar=
“ gnis, baron, excellency, greatnefs, abbé, and the like, Ihall be abolifhed ; and that all
¢ citizens fhall take in future their family and patronymick names : that no one fhall,in
¢ future, caufe liveries to be worn, or take a coat of arms; that the uﬂeqf my Jord
“¢¢fhall not be given to any mdl\ndual or budy," &ec. rie e 1l oy et

. L LRT AT EE T As Y

The friends to this ﬁngular degree proudly entxgled it, 'I,'ﬁe Tuumph of R.eaﬁ:n over
Prejudice ; but we conceive it might, with greater juftice, have been called the triumph
of prejudice over reafon. Certain it is, that the decree itfelf is founded on'a fal[h&&,
cvident on the very face of it. fr thcnp arrogant and prefumptuous Mmm that
heveditary, nobility was mcompatlb e w:th a free ftate, they virtually mmnmul, that-all
Europe, . excepting a. very fevr dcmocn«c republm, was in a ﬁate u!‘ ' flavery. “When

2t vevey (R TN
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men thus {ubftitute falfhood for reafon, their caufe muft be bad indeed ; nor can thofle be
accufed of injuftice who fufpected the virtue of their motives,—~/s Lugland o land of
Sfreedom, or is it not?—The prefent conventien of France, and fome few dozens of
knaves or idiots on-this fide the channel, will probably anfwer in the negative; but mi/-
lions of voices—~the organs of knowledge and experience—will give them the Jie diedi,
No wonder then, that where the foundation is rotten, the fabric itfelf fhould mouller on
the flighteft touch.

To fpeak in the terms of a juftly-celebrated writer of our own nation, whofe folid ta-
lents and profound knowledge entitle his fentiments and decifions to the higheft refpett,
—¢¢ Tt is impoffible that government can be maintained without a due fubordination of
¢ Rank, that the people may know and diftinguifh fuch as are fet over them, in order
“ to yield them their due refpect and obedience ; and alfo that the officers themfelves,
“ bheing encouraged by emulation and the hopes of fuperiority, may better difcharge
“ their funétions*.” ¢ But”—faid M. de Noailles—* we do not hear men {peak of
“ the marquis of Franklin, the earl of Walhington, prince Fox, or dake Pitt.  Great
“ men have no need of thefe equivocal dignities which veil infignificance,”—=M. de
Noailles feems not to have been aware, that in governments purely republican, where
there is no head or chief, properly fo called, titles can rarely, for obvious reafons, fubfilt.
The exclufion, therefore, of Franklin and Walhington, could not be applied as an argu-
ment in favour of the abolition of titles where they had fubfifted for centuries, and in
a monarchical government. He feems, likewife, to have been equally ignorant of the
motives which have hitherto influenced the conduét of our two great political leaders,
in the non-aceeptance of that rank which they have, both of them, had oppartunities of
precuring for others. He knew not, that there was a neceflity of keeping an able leader
of either party in the lower houfe of parliament, for thc purpole of {upporting the mea-
fures of their friends, and attacking thofe of their opponents, Take his argument, if it
can be called an argument, in another point of view :—if the diftinguiflhed characlers
quoted by M. de Noailles, were only mentioned to fhew that greatnefs can fubfift inde-
pendent of rank, we muft regard it, without examining the jultice and propriety of his
examples, as a mere gratis didftum ; an affertion which nobody can attempt to conlute, or
even to demry.  But does it follow, becaufe great men do not {eck rewards, policy requires
that they fhould not be rewarded 7 and on men of opulence, what reward can be beftow-
ed but rank and title? Rank and title may, indeed, when beredisary, be jultly denomi-
nated ¢equivocal dignities 5 we muft not, therefore, conclude, that, becaufe they are equi-
vocal, they veil infignificance. A voyage to this country would have convinced M. de.
Noailles that no title, however exalted, can fhelter its poffeflor from any portion of that

Jsdignation or contempt which his condu& may be calculated to excite, and would have

#9 Blackftone's Commentaries. -
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proved to him, that rank rather tends to expole than conceal infignificance. Nay, the
trcatment which men of the firlt rank had recently experienced in his own eountry,
whether juftly or unjuftly, was alone {ufficient to demonitrate the fallzcy and abfurdity
of an argument, which frivolous and abfurd as it undoubtedly is, received greater com-
mendation than any other employed on this extraordinary occalion, and appeared to carry
convi@ion to the major part of his auditnce. It exhibits a curious fpecimen of popular
imbecility, and fhews, that when prejudice has once eftablifhied her fway in the mind, the,
atmoft force of reafon is inadequate to effeé her depofitign.

This mealure excited a degree of indignation before unknown, in the whole body of
gentlemen throughout the kingdom, who fent up repeated proteits againft it; but there
was fo little regard paid to them, that they were not even fuffered to be inferted in the
journals, The nobility and clergy of Alface were peculiarly enraged ; they deriving
their honours ‘as well as their emoluments not from France, but from the German em-
pire, and both being moreover fecured to them by the treaty of ‘Weftphalia. The demo-
cratic writers fay), that, from that day, the greatelt part of the nobles of the kingdom
became the unappeafeable enemies of the conftitution ; and that this decree had deter-
mined them to excite a civil war, and to perifh upon the ruins of France, rather than re-
nounce their claim to honour °°,

The decree, which was paffed on the nineteenth, received the king’s fanction cn the
twenty-firft of June; and was fignalized by the fingular circumftance, that, of all his
minifters, Neckar alone, a plebeian, a republican, a man born and bred in a democracy, in-
fifted on his not giving it his fanétion, but, on the contrary, to fend back his exprefs dif-
approbation to the Aflembly. Being over-ruled in his attempt by the joint oppofition of
the other ‘minifters, he immediately publifhed a pamphlet, containing a number of very
judicious obfervations on the decree, and informing the public of the reafons which ope-
rated upon him in advifing the king to refufe his fanétion,

M. Neckar wifely remarked, that, by the fuppreffion of all honorary denominations,
bnt a very fmall part of the community would be benefited—that part enly, which, by
its fortune or education, found itlelf but little removed from thofe in the poffeffion of
titles. ¢ Such, indeed,”—faid he—* might perhaps find"a momentary fatisfaltion in
¢ the abfolute deftru@ion of thefe little elevations which yet offend their fight. But
* for arelief fo trifling and infignificant, refting wholly on opinion; for a benefit fo cir-
* cumfcribed and indifferent in the eyesof a wife man, is it juft to deprive a numerous
“ clafs of citizens of thofe honorary diftin&ions which form a part of their inheritance,

“ and the lofs of which muft be much more painful to them thaa that of the pecumar\{

$¢ Rabaud de Saint Etienne, p. 152, 153

* advantages
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«¢ advantages which they pofleffed ? Is it not fufficient to have exa®@ed from them all the
‘¢ facrifices that can promote the good of the people? Is it gencrous, i it equitable, to
¢ ‘require fhill more ? and ought not the difficulties of the prefent time, great us they are,
¢ to lead to as confiderable a diminution as poflible of the fubjeis of complaint or
« caufes of provocation? To purfue thofe who refufe to lay: afide the titles they have
« inherited from a long line of anceftors, into the interior of civil life, is an exertion of
¢ feverity, tyrannical, becanfe vielefs. Tt will be, morcover, impoffible to watch over
¢ the execution of fuch a law in the commerce of fociety, without an inquifition dia-
“ metrically oppofite to every principle of liberty. Men may be more eafily obliged to
¢ conform to it in the tenor of particolar als, fince public officers, charged with the
« compilation of fuch als, may be rendered fureties for the execution of the law; but
¢“_can they have a right to prevent the contraling party, after having declared his patro-
¢ nymic name, from adding that he is the fon, or defcendant, of fuch a noble race, or of
¢ fuch a one, who, at fuch a period of time, was legally qualified f Yet, by an explana-
¢ tion fo fimple, the diftiné&tions which we wifhed to be defiroyed will be continually
¢ fupported. Befides, the induftry of vanity may be trufted to for the ul? of all poffi-
¢ ble evafions to maintain thofe remembrances which are flattering to it,  The grandees
¢ of Spain employ thou and thee among themfelves, but never ufe the fame familiar ex-
¢t preflions to their inferiors; -how then can the obltacle to all diftinftions take place,
¢ when the forms intended to exprefs diftin€ion and.refpe@ may themfelves be employed
“ to manifeft the confcioufnels of fuperiority, and that thus, fo many different means
¢ {affice, in able handsy to preferve the gradations which time and cuftom have cflab-

¢ lifhed ? R

¢ To profcribe, with earneftnefs, all the appendages of vanity, is not the beft way of
« lowering their value; it is better to confider them with calmucfs and indifference; it
¢ is better to leflen the confequence attached to them, by beftowing all our eftrem on ta-
¢ lents and virtue, and on thofe actions which are performed for the public good. 7he/e
“ opinions which owe their ¢ftablifoment to the work of time, time only can defiroy; fome pre-
“ paration is neceffary for all important innovations. Enthufiafin, unchecked by re-
“ fleQion, untempered by experience, may create the defire of bringing back maunkind 1o
¢ the fimplicity of primitive principles ; but new manners, and even new wirtues, would
“ be requifite to enfure fuccefs to fuch an enterprize,

¢ By purfuing, in all their minutiz, every fign of diftinction, there is a great rifk of
“ mifleading the people concerning the true meaning of the word equality, which can
“ never fignify, in a civilized nation, and in a fociety already formed, equulity of rank
‘“ or property*’, The diverfity of labours and employments ; the difference arifing

“’ﬁl people of France lhoqbl‘. otherwife, as, indeed, it was natural to fuppofe they would ; the author uf the
Journal Paolitique tells us, that the eftablithment of an Agrarian law had been already forioufly propofed M lome ol
the provinces, .

/ ’

“ from .

-



436 REIGN OF [1790.

« from fortune, cducation, emulation, and induftry ; the gradation of talents and learn-
¢ ing; all thefe-difparities, $he common produce of fucial exertions, incvitably cauf= an
“ exterior incquality ; and the fole objet of a legiflator is, in imitation of nature, to
* unite them all towards an equal and general good, though it may differ in its form, .or
“ in its expreflions. In the vaft extent of focial combinations, each part joins to the
¢ other, and forms a link of the great*chain of fociety : thofe appearances of fuperiority,
“¢ which feem an abufe to-the firflt glance of a philofopher, areoften effentially ufeful
% g5 proteflors of the different laws of fubordination ; of thofe laws, fo neceflary to be
¢ defended, and which would be expofed to fuch vaned attacks, if cuftom and opinion”
“ ever cu!cd to fupport them.”

That truly philofophical writer, who, in difcuffing the principles of government, has
difplayed the moft extenfive knowledge and fagacity ;—that writer, on whom has been
conferred the moft glorious title that a fage can deferve—THE LEGISLATOR oF Na-
T10Ns%*—Montefquien, in his Spirit of Laws %, obferves—¢ That a monarchical go-
“ yernment implies pre-eminence of rank, and cyen an ofiginal nobility ; that the in-
termediate powers conltitute the nature.of this government; that the nobility form
the. moft natural mtcrmcdmtc power ; that they are, in a certain~degree, inherent in
the monarchy, the fundamental maxim of which ts—mo monarch; no nobiiity; no nobi-
lity, no monarch—and, that the abelition of the prerogatives of the nobles, the clergy,
and the communities, would {oon lead to the eftablifhment of a popular or a defpotic
- government.” It is almolt needlefs to obferve, that when Montefquieu made this ob-
fervation, he was not the echo of vulgar prejudices.  As a political philefopher, he had
refleCted deeply on the conftitution of governments, and on their fprings of adtion ; and
from thence he concluded that the zature of a monarchy requires many intermediate
ranks, and that honour is the principle which fets it and keeps it in motion, p

i
(1
£
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‘i

On this point too, as in fo many others, the inftruftions of their conftituents have
been fuccelsfully quoted in oppofition to the rafh and inconfiderate meafuresof the re-
prefentatives.  We fhall not notice thofe of the clergy and nobility, which it will be
cafily fuppoled are firenuous in enforcing an acknowledgment of their conftitutional
rights, s the two firlt orders of the ftate. Tt will be fufficient to obferve, that while
they exprefsly facrificed every fpecies of pecuniary privilege, they preferved all their
honorary prerogatives; that, in propoting, themfelves, a reform in the eucﬁivc multi-
plication of thofe prerogatives, and of all the abufes mtroduoed in the mode of acquir-
ing them, they wiflied to renider them more refpectable ; and, finally, that, by the unani-
anous declaration of the necellity of ‘abolifhing all fuch dx&m&xona as, were humiliating

92 See D'Alcmbert’s eulogy on Montefguien, in the fifth volume of the. chhxncydopdh. \
‘ - 93 Tom. i liv, 2. chap‘..
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u; the third order. which had been admitted into the States-General, they deferved, that
the pre-eminence due to their birth, and their fervices, as well as to thole of their ancef-
tors, fhould havejbeen viewed without pain, and that the Thml Eftate itfelf fhould have

knowlcdged the juftice of it.

The people themfelves, indeed, did make that acknowledgement, as may be feen by
their inflru@ions to their reprefentatives. ¢ The formal declaration of the clergy and
¢ nobility”’—fays the infirutions of the eleGors of Chateau Thierry—¢ after having
¢ renounced their pecuniary privileges, affures the Third Eftate that thofe two orders will
_ * cordially unite, Let the deputies aof all the orders, like childreniof the fame fami-
¢ ly, furrounding their father, expel that fatal fpirit of fermentations, which, by a rapid
¢ tranfition from threats to infults, and from infults to natural violence, has caufed the
* blood of innocent citizens to be fhed. In order that the nation may be truly and le-
¢ gally reprefented in the States-General, it is neceflary that the three orders thould de-
¢ liberate conjointly, and the fuffrages be reckoned by numbers and not by orders #*
¢¢ Each order compofing the States- General may aflemble {eparately, under the conduct
“ of a fpeaker, chofen by itfcIf:% but the delibgrations fhall be. common to the three
¢« orders :®* It is to be defired, that the three orders may unite in their deliberations,
¢ and their fuffrages to be taken by numbers:%7 Let the three orders, though different
¢ in their rank, be equal in their rights.®® Let the civil rights of the meaneft citizen
“ be equal to thofe of the moft diftinguithed of the members of the two firlt orders : 9
¢ Letthe juft prerogative of preeedency, granted to the clergy and nobility, be refpelled :
¢« Let the deputies of the Third Eftate be_forbidden to accede to thofe humiliating dif-
¢ tin&ions which degrade the third order in the ftates aflembled at Blois and at Paris.” **°

It is here evident, that the Third Eftate-was far from imagining that the {uppreflion
of the two firft orders of the ftate could ever become an objeét of difcuffion ; on the
contrary, it is clear, that it always fuppofed, they had a diffiné? and feparate exiltence ;
and that its wifhes were confined to a demand of an equality of civil rights, and an union
of the three chambers in all deliberations of the Genera/ Affembly. It was not only for
the prefent Affembly that the inftructions of the Third Eftate propofcd regulations.to
each of the three orders ; their forefight extended to future time; and they made them-
felves qmdn ﬂ:qtthe diftin&ion of orders would continue to fubfit, fince it is farther
exprefled in the infiructions, that a complete and regular conftitution and organization
fhall be abli for future States-General, {o that the deputies may be equally, frecly,
unifctf;[li hofe zxclnﬁnl yin their refpective orders, *

I

N-‘M lllnt-&ﬂr, ‘ml )spmu, Art, 2. 9 Chalons-fur-Marne, p. 13, 99 Saumur and Rhodez.
p. 8. 91 Tmyq, Art, 2, 98 Saintonge, au Chap. des trois ordres, 9 Foix, piaz. 200 Haut-Vivasuiy
lmd the Third Eftate of Paris, extra-muras,
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“The Third Eftate had explained itfelf, in a manner ftill more pofitive, on the neceflity
-of preferving the nobility, as wcll as on the means to be employed for purifying their
fource, and regulating their rights, in order to remove all prejudices hurtful to com-
merce, and to the nobles themfelves. Its inftructions on this point, difplay no lefs wif-
.dom than unanimity., They fay ¢ It ought to be laid down as a fundamental law, that
« hereditary nobility fhould be reftored to its primitive ftate—it fhould not fuffer de-
¢ gradation from any thing but vice or crimes. Thus the nation will find moft valua-
¢ able fubje@s in a number of men who are now prejudicial to it, in a hundred different
¢« ways; and the nobles without lofing any part of their luftre, will be, 'more than ever,
¢ entitled to preferve a noble pride, which only becomes fuch as neither founding their
¢ claims to diftinéion or court-favour, nor on court-penfions, find all their refources
¢ within themfelves. *—Nobility fhould no longer be venal; fince it is a reward due
¢ only to merit and virtue. ¥—Hereditary nobility thould only be granted in very parti-
¢ cular cafess #=Though an imaginary, yet is it- an effeftive coin; it is the treafure of
¢t honour—an inexhauftible treafure, if diftributed with prudence. The States-General
¢ will render a great fervice to the people and to pofterity, if they will find the means of
¢ re-coining, in fome degree, this national money, and give it a i uﬂjcient value to ferve
"4 a fubflitute (as it formerly did, and may do again) for thofe vile and fhameful falaries,
¢ which have a pecuniary ftamp, and can never be confidered as the pay of heroifm, or
¢t the reward of virtue.® The fearch after falfe nobles fhould be made under the direétion
¢ of the Senefchals ;® the titles of the nobility fhould be verified by commiffioners ap.
¢ pointed by the three orders ;¥ the provincial States fhould make out a lift of the nobles
“ in their refpe@ive diftriéts ;"' ® &c. &ec. s

In fhort, it was evidently the wifh of the nation, as evinced in the different inftruc-
tions, to preferve the two firll orders of the ftate, abolifhing only all fuch diftinétions as
were prejudicial to the general welfare—that is to fay, that, in future, no diftinction
fhiould be fuffered to influence a partial diftribution of taxes; that no citizen fhould be
prevented from afpiring to, and obtaining, by his merit, every kind of employme.nt,
whether ecclefiaftical, civil, or military ; that the different degrees of rank, effential to
the exiftence of a monarchy, fhould be maintained in France; but that all thofe gothic
cuftoms, which feem ‘to raife up an cternal barrier between the citizens of the fame em-
pire, fhould be abolifhed ; thar the dignified ecclefiaftics and true nobility, fhould,con-
tinue to enjoy all thole honorary pre-eminences which belonged to them, but that fuch
pre-cminences fhould be no longer attached to venal offices; laftly, that the nobility and
clergy fhould fend reprefentatives to the National Aﬂ'embly, who fhould form an in-

3 Rennes, Art, §0. 3 Nantes, Art. 38, % Troyes, Art, 107. S Toul, p. 43, ® Anch. pa2.
" Nmtcﬂ M6, % Nerac, Mfs. Art. ¢ : S\ o
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“tegral part thereof, but under fuch a form as fhould be found moft conformable to the
~principles of a good conftitution, without being in'‘any wifc prejudicial to the'dignity of
the commons.

“When the Third Eftate wifhed to engage the nobility and clergy to unite with them
in one chamber, they expreffed the moft earneft*defire of eftublifhing a perfe€t harmony
and concord between the three orders ; and when their wifh was accomplifhed, they ex-
ulted in the happinefs of tbm‘da] which bad witnefJed the union of the three orders; they faid,
‘that day would for ever put an 'end ‘to thofe divifions which had been productive of mutual

" afflition, and would become celebrated in their annals™. But five months after what a dif-
“ferent language did they hold? All diftin€tion of ortlers was abolithed. In future there
were tobe no more ropn&fentdtlvel of the nobility, no more reprefentatives of ‘the clergy,
in the National AFembly! "They feem only to have heen invited thither for the purpofe
" of being made to concur in pronouncing their own exclufion. It was pretty evident, too,
that, as individuals, neither the nobles nor clergy would gain a feat among the national
reprefentatives ; fince their admiffion cannot depend on popular affemblies formed of aX
altive citizens, of whatever flate or condition, without any diftinétion whatever ; which, con-
fidering the difpofition of the people at that period, amaunted to an almoft abfolute ex-
“clufion of the ‘two moft diftinguifhed orders of the ftate ; ‘becaufe, were they to offer
themfelves to the primary iﬂ'en!blies, there could be httlc doubt but they would be re-
'.pu'lfed with violence.

'l’hus,’ then, by an unhnmp‘leﬂ {ubverfion of ideas, thofe claffes of citizens, to whom
“the greater part of the landed property belonged, and who, confequently, were the molt
interefted in all general laws, were to be excluded from the legiflative body. The great
“landed proprietors were to remain unreprefented in an affembly in which all the inhabi-
“tants of ‘the kingdom were, profeffedly, to'be reprefented. The public con‘trlbntlons,
‘which could not be levied without the confent of ‘thofe' who contributed, would, ir ‘this
“nftance, be impofed, without their participation, on men who conttibuted the moft |
A md, ‘after Waving eftablifhed it as'a maxim, ‘that the legiflative power was vefted in the
‘National Afiembly, ont the principle, that what binds every individual ought 10 be ‘the ex-
:p% ‘of \the geneval will, they fo contrived, that the more a man pofféffed, the lefs part
“he would ‘have in the &m\ﬁm of thofe Taws, by which his pdﬂ'é!ionswm to be
eﬁdﬂ AR 2
VR AL R il TRAR SN, 2 ;
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« “was it, after having decreed, that the exercife of the liberal profeffions fhould not dero-
mmﬂwm aahhtuilnufﬂl nnb-lulemdmomﬂmuld
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in fature, be entitled, equally with the sobles, to the pofleflion of all offices, veclefiafti-
cal, civil, and military, as their conftituents had defired,. to decree afterwards,. that there
ihould no longer be any nobility ! . i1

It has been well-obferved, that nobility-is, in a moral fenfe, a fource of economy::-* It
¢ is the only reward for fervice done«to the ftate.that is not burdenfome;. the only one
“ that can keep alive the fpirit of emulation in a great kingdom, without degrading or
¢ corrupting the people ;. it.is, in-a generous nation, the miolk potent {timulus, the moft
¢ infallible motive to.the performance of great and glorious attions.” By its abolition
France was reduced to that degradation of democratical government which Cicero defig-
nates, when he quotes, as an example, the decree pronounced by "the Ephefians, on the
banithment of Hermodorus.—¢ Let no.one of us be placed above. the reft; but if there
¢ be any one thus circumftanced, let him take refuge in fome othercountry, with fome -
* other people®;”—a. decree which Heraclitus, the philofopher, declared a capitali
crime in all who were concerned in it.

+ We fhall conclude this fubjet with a quotation from their own E ncyclopedia, where-

it is remarked, that, *¢ Every monarchy, in whichthere is no nobility, muft be a govern«
“ ment purcly tyrannical.—Nobility tempers fovereignty, and by its own.brillianey ac~
“¢ cuftoms the eyes of the people to lpok on, and fupport, the fplendor of royalty, with-
“ out being dazzled. It is proper that the nobles fhould not be too powerful, and that,.
* neverthelefs, they fhould preferve fufficient dignity to fecure efteem, and fo far to e«
“ prefs popular infolence, as to prevent it from making attacks on the majefty of the-
* throne.”

But though hiftorical juftice compels us to cenfure, in the fevereft terms, the leading
meaflures of the new legiflature, a {tri¢t adherence to truth and impartiality forbids that -
cenfure to be indifcriminate, It is- with pleafure we record thofe {alutary decrees, that -
would reflet honour on the wifeft and beft-regulated ftate : the chief among thofe isthat «
which declares—** That the-eftates of. Proteftants, in.the hands.of the public, .fhall-be -
*¢ reftored to the heirs of thofe who have been deprived of them, on coudition of their -
*¢ afferting their rights by proper titles, according to rules.to be laid down bythe Affem-

“ bly.”—>Some wife regulations on. the formation of. a.new: judicial code were likewife -
adopted. The abolition of the fale of ‘offices of judicature~the payment of the falaries
“of the judges by the ftate—the: declaration that, in all cafes, civil and eriminal, the plead- -
ings, rcports, and ]udgmcma fhall be in puhhc,. and .that ‘every. citizen. fhall hﬂtf

“n uﬁmh.mmmmmwmmqmmmmh.
4 Nemo de rmobis wwns exellas 5 fur quis extisarity aléa in loco & apud alios lit, Cxc.m@&ﬁb.v.cm 360,
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;ight to plead his own caufe, verbally, or by writing—and the adoption of tria/ by jusy
.in all criminal cafes. Boards of conciliation were appointed in every diftrict, where the

parties in a fuit were to be cited pcrfonal.ly, and where every means were to be employed to-
effect an amicable termination, before the caufe could be brought to a hearing in the or-

dinary courts of juftice. Family arbitrators were alo-authorized to terminate petry dif-

putes between near relations, and the forms prefcribed in all thefe cafes were the fimpleft

that could be invented. |

But, might not thefe and many other wholefome and judicious regulations have been
eftablifhed without a Revolution that has averturned the fettled fyftem of government,
and violated all the principles of the ancient conftitution ! We are clearly of opinion
they might~*¢ In confidering the Revolution impartially”—fays an ingenious and judi-
cious writer **—¢¢ the comparifon will not lie between what France now s, or hereafter
“ may be, and France under its late goverment; but we muft confider what it would
“ now have been, or might have fhortly become, on the principles of the reform pro-
¢ pofed by the fovereign. The periodical meeting of the States; their ekclufive right
, % of impofing the public burthens ; the eftablifhment of provincial affemblies **; the equal
¢ taxation. of the property of the clergy and nobles with that of other citizens; the
 equal right of all to ferve their country in civil or military employments ; the redemp-
“ tion of vexations and rights ; the abolition of /etgres de cachet; the liberty of the prefs,
*_and the refponfibility of minifters, were in reality held out, and might moft certainly
¢ have been obtained, without any public cominotion, or private.calamity. Nothing was.
“ wanting, but to reduce thefe propofitions into laws,and the conftitution was compleat-
“ ed: the amendment of the judiciary code, and a variety of other matters, muft. natu-
“ rally have followed. Here, indeed, would have been room for the admiration of this
¢ and future ages ; to fee the fubjets and the fovereign of an immenfe nation concur in-
« eftablithing a fyftem of government for their mutual happinefs; who could have faid.
“ to pofterity, ¢ We tran{mit to you this work of pcace and concord ; a.compalt made
“ with our free cenfents, without being difgraced by any a& of injuftice, or tinged with
« 3 drop of blood ?’ -A conftitution formed under thefe happy aufpices, and founded on
“ fuch wholcfome principles, muft naturally have grown into vigour, while internal
“ tranquillity would have remained undifturbed, and the reyenue uninterrupted. Lerv
“ us look on what France might have been—and.then let us look at the pictore it now
“ exhibits,  We fee the flame of civil difcord blazing inall its foree from the Pyrennees -
¢ to the Rhine, from the Alps tp theocean ; the clergy complaining that cheir. property
 has h*n.copifcued the nobility, that rights which formed part of their eftates have
“ beén taken them from without any compenfation; while the houfes of. many were burned
“ and pl_nndc:ed,lmd the poffeffors obliged to feek refuge or conceal themfelves in other

?ﬁ.mﬂfﬁ Hiftory of the Baftile. ¥3 Vide the king’s declaration, p. 232 233,
3Y 2 “ countrics,
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« countries. ‘We feethe fireets and highways covered with vagabonds, or artizans who
¢ can'no longer find employment ; the prifons fillgd ‘with real,-or fuppofed, criminals ;
« the minds of all tofmented with mutual hatred, and a conftant ‘fucceffion of juft or
“ imaginary terrors ; and an innumerable people ‘with arms in their hands, and furnifh-
“ ed with a declaration, which, being above their comprehienfion, has already pt'ddlutl.
“ and mav hereafter be the caufe of, unfpeakable misfortunes.

« After immenfe lofles to the kingdom, occafioned by the failure in the revenue, the
¢ interruptions to induftry and commerce, and Iofs of credit with foreign nations ; after
¢ many public and private calamities, experienced while they are employed in fpecula-
¢ tive difcuffion, they will probably find themfelves, in many ‘inftances, obliged to re-
¢ turn in their own footfteps, and, abandonlng thc theory of ﬁ:ﬁoéls, to have ‘rmr.fc 10
¢ principles proved by experience.’

Early in the month of June, M. Baillic had commaunicated to the Affembly a'plan
for the celebration of a grand confederation, in which the reprefentatives of the nation,
the king, the foldiery, and all who were in oftenfible fituations, fhould, folemnly, 'and
in the face of the whole nation, renew their oaths of fidelity to the new conftirution :
it was accordingly decreed to take place on the fourteenth of July, in‘honour of ‘the tak-
ing of the Baltille, and of the firft eftablifhment of Gallic liberty. The preparations for
this grand feftival immediately commenced, and were proceeded on with aftonifhing raﬂ':-
dity. The Champ de Mars was chofen for this folemunity. This picce of ground, about
eight hundred yards in diameter, is bounded on the right and left by lofty trees, and com-
mands at the further extremity a view of the military academy. ‘In the middle of this
vaft plain an altar was erected for the purpofe of adminiftering the civic oath; round it
an immenfe amphitheatre was thrown up, of a league in circumference, capable of ‘con~
taining four hundred thoufand fpeGators. The entrance into the Champ de Confedera-
tion (as it was now called) was through triumphal arches. ‘The king’s throne was
placed under an elegant’pavilion in the center, and on each fide of it were &au Bt the
members of the National Affembly. -

Two thoufand workmen were employed upon this immenfe labour; but the citizens
of Paris, fearing left the preparations fhould not be completed at the !ufpdlntdhme'
flocked from every quarter to affift in the undertaking. The provincials, who came
from the moft remote parts of the kingdom to join in the mﬁuﬁmmm the ai-

tizens in their ardour and enthufiafm ; and the work was MM*O as,‘for‘éiﬂntm
-and magnitdde, to furprife every btholder Banid - '

- et o
A proclamation was publifhed by the king, on‘the th:rteenth, arranging the whole
-order -of the proceflion, ‘and appointing M. de-la Fayette majoregencral of :the Federa-
: Lion,;
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tion ; and in this quality his orders were to be confidered as coming immediately fro.m the
king. M. Goyvion was appointed major-general en fecond. ’

The important day at length arrived. At fix o’clock in the morning the perfons ap-
pointed to aflift in the proceffion affembled on* the Boulevards, between the gate’ of
Saint Martin and the gate of Saint Antoine, and were arranged in<the following order :

. A troop of horfe, with a ftandard, and fix trumpets; one divifion of the mufic, con-
fifting of feveral hundred inftruments; a company of grenadiers; the clectors of the |
city of Paris; a company of volunteers; the affembly of the reprefentatives of the
commons ; the military committee; a company of chaffeurs; a band of drums; the
prefidents of the diftrits ; the deputics of thecommons, appginted to take for them the
federal oath; the fixty adminiftrators of the municipality, with the city guards; fecond
divifion of mufic; a battalion of children carrying a ftandard, with the words, ¢ The
«t Hopes of the Nation ;”’ a detachment of the eolours of the national giard of FParis; a
battalion of veterans; the deputies of the thirty-two firft departments of the nation, in
alphabetical order ; the oriflamme, or grand flandard of the king, borne by a cornet-
blaniche of France, in the firlt rank of the deputies of the troops of the line, compofed
 of marefchals of France; general officers ; officers of the ftaff; fubaltern officers; in-
walids ; lieutenants of the marefchals of France; deputies of infantry; deputies of ca-
valry ; deputies of huffars, dragoons, and chafleurs ; general officers and deputies of the
marine, according to rank ; the deputies of the forty-one laft departments, in alphabeti-
«cal order; a company of volunteer chaffenrs; a company of cavalry, with a ftandard,

" and two trumpets.

The proceffion being formed, made a-moft noble appearance; for the variety of em-
“blematic’'ornaments were endlefs. Every order was marked by diftinguilhing indications
diftri& from whencé it came, or the body which they reprefented ; and in domg

this much fruitful fancy had been cmploycd to make the marks ferve for ornament as

~well as diftin&ion.

The military deputics had only their fide-arms. In each divifion, a banner, indicative
- of the department;, was borne by the oldeft perfon in the firft rank, and the ranks were
‘ formed, eight a-breaft. The proceffion pafled along the fireets of Saint Denis, of the
Fel'au&n:. Sﬂmﬂmé. Royale, to the Place of Louisthe Fifteenth, where they halt-
-d, aua"ﬂw detachment: of the eolours of the national guard of Paris opening to the
t and left..mwcd into, the center the members of the National Aflembly, who
were thus furrounded and efcorted by the body who had before proteéted them. The
then moved on through the Cours dela Reine, along the quay, to the bridge of

M over which they paffed, and fron thence they entered the Champ de Mars.

itd & _3-2‘ . _ In
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In entering the Champ de Mars, the cavalry marched off to the right, and ranged theme
&lves'in the exterior line, on the oppofite fide to the entrance. The company of grena~
diers formed under the fteps of the amphitheatre, as well as all the companies that were

employed as efcorts.

The civil bodies took the places allotted to them in the amphitheatre. The battalion
of children formed about a hundred paces from the grand altar, croffing the Champ de

Mars, but facing the altar,

While the National Affembly paffed through the triumphal arch, the efcort of colours
pafled through the two lateral gates, and the members took their feats on the right and.
left of the chair of ftate, and the chair of their own prefident. The battalion of vete-
sans was placed a hundred paces behind the altar, acrofs the Champ de Mars, but facing-
the altar, The detachments of national guards, appointed to take the oath, ranged
themfelves each’ under the banner indicative of his place in the amphitheatre. The
mufic, now all colle€ted into one immenfe band, occupied the fide of the platform under
the altar, next the invalids; the band of drums the oppofite fide. The detachment of
cavalry, thatclofed the proceffion, formed the exterior. lmc on.the fide where they enter-
cd, oppofite to the firft detachment.

While the deputies were taking their feats, the entrances to the tier of eclevated:
benches, that furrounded this immenfe an:phitheatre, were openéd, and the people of all
ranks and ‘of both fexes, the ladies all drefled in white, took their places. Thefe-
benches, rifing thirty in number above one another, and extending an immenfe way,.-
were capable of containing, it is faid, three hundred thoufand perfons.

Their majefties entered the Champ de Mars through the Military School, and
their places to affift at the cerémony, in a fuperb box ere&ed for the cccafion, and
vated about fifteen feet: The foreign minifters took their feats in an elegant bor
aear them,

As foon as they were feated, after a folemn invocation to-God, the grand ftandard ‘and
all the banners of the feveral depaitments were brought up to the platform, and received~
benedictions ; after which they were carried back to their feveral ftations. High mafs-
was then celebrated ; after which the nation, thus affembled, proceeded to the great ob-
je& of the day. The major-general having announced the folemnity, the aflembly all
rofe, and the king approached the-grand altar, and fwore, in‘the prefence of God, and of :
throe hundred thoufand of his people—¢¢ I, the king of the French, do fwear to the na~
“ tion, that I will employ the whole power delegated to me by the conftitutional law of -

s the fiate, to maintain the confiitution, and enforce the exccution of the law.”

His.
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His majefty was followed by the prefident of the National Affembly, who took the
oath to the nation, the law, and the king ; while all the other members, holding up theiy
" right hand, pronounced, ¢ Fe /e jure/!” The fieur de la Fayette then took the oath for
himfelf, and all the other deputies of the eighty-three departments of the national
guards, who, all ftanding, pronounced after him, ¢ 7e /e jure!” and thefe words, with
wplifted hands, were folemnly pronounced by every individual of this immenfe affembly.

Te Duem was then fung. = The performance was lofty beyond the powers of delcrip-
tion. Never did France fee fuch an orcheftra, and never, furcly, did the world behold
fuch an audience, Their numbers baffied the eye to reckon; and their fhouts, as it
were, rent the fkics.

After the whole was over, the deputies of the national guards linked themfelves with
the deputies of the regiments; and, thus united by the focial compaét, the ivldier and
the citizen marched to the chateau of La Muette, in the garden of which dinaer was
laid in tents, provided by the nation for thirty thoufand guells, federative deputies, In
the Gros Caillot, and in the environs of the invalids, dinger was provided for the peo-
ple of all deferiptions, not deputies. For the higher communities, fumptuous enter-
tainments were provided in different places. 1In the evening there wasa moft {uburb
«<ourt, and their majefties fupped in public.

The grand altar of liberty was ereted in the middle of the field. The approach to

it was up a lofty flight of fteps, compofed of four different ftaircafes. The fteps were
formed from the ftones of the Baftille, and fupported by large pillars.

The records of the conftitution, the royal {ceptre, the hand of juftice, with a.fpear
bHearing the cap of liberty, were placed on the altar.

About the altar were painted feveral allegorical defigns of the fubjeét of the day. Fotr
grand paintings were hung, one on cach front of it: the firft reprefented the Genius of

France, pointing to the word “ ConstIT UTION," with a piture of Plenty, holding
Iwo cornucopias. ~

The fecond painting defcribed fome of the glorious defcendants of France, blowing the
trllmppt of Fame, and bearing this infeription :— Hold in your remembrance thefe
“ three woda. which are the guarantee of your decrees—the Nation, the Law,

- % and the Ki 'I'be nation is yourfelves; the law is your own, for it is your will ;

“ and the kingiul# gnuﬁimof the-law.”

The tlurd pﬂnﬂn‘ nprefented the nlﬁoml deputics taking the civic oath; and-tlie
“fourth defcribed the arts and fciences, with the following words underneath ;¢ Men are

. g | 342 ¢ cqual:
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“ equal: it is their virtue, and not their birth, wihich d:&h‘lgﬂﬂm‘ | w
(0 ought to form the bafis of every ftate ; m ? prefen’ce all m!ll o

h P%amd franhncenwlrmt in Targ
ceiling of lky-bluc, and was ornan
hf as placéd the fword of juftice,

auguﬂ ceremony.  On the receipt of his lctter M. de la Fa ette ;

ml explained his motives for having Mrﬂu departure of tl ?u o
“ that he apprchended an ill ufe might be mn&qf’ his name, while

@ difturb the public tranquillity. Thefe reﬂ'om," ¢ added, *did he ‘- |
W though he faw nothing to make h«n app" at' prefent, for the pu
The duke arrived on. the cleventh of J xd bmag renewed by is Civic
N*ational Aﬂ'cmBly, aﬁﬁed pcrfonally at% A Y
o .‘pn';.' ﬂﬁi :’1

The cap:tal now cxpenencod a glm of near dmment on th %
No‘vembcr, it was agam lgt' , e in confeqmoe * a 4.;} mw‘m P
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todemolifh., M. de la F fnonmhcaqlofﬁﬁmo

‘the national guan‘l hc«myn:o@ C tﬁefpt, anﬂ-fomﬂy
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m’ m t.ha; hy ..uﬂh a fpirit of emulation the new government of F}ance :
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among the moft powerful nations of the continent. . Cordons of troops were advanced
from Germany on the north, from Spain on the fouth, and from Italy and Savey on the
* weft; and France might be faid literally to be beficged with hoftile atmies. The events
which took place in France, retarded for a while the execution of this plan : but the dif-
pofitions of defpotic courts never alter; their action is occafionally interrupted by circum-
flances; but their tenour is dire@, and their conduct commonly confiftent : what Leo-
pold left unperformed, Francis has endeavoured to accomplifh.

The only plea which the conduét of France afforded thefe powers for interfering in
her domeftic concerns, was the claims of the German princes who had eftates in Alface
“and Lorraine. On the fubverfion of the feudal inftitutions, the claims of vaffalage, mort-
main, &c. &c. which thefe princes confidered as their right, were neceflarily abolifhed,
It was in vain that the National Affembly repeatedly decreed them the ampleft compen-
Aation. The views of the German courts were different.  Alface and Lorraine afforded
the excule, but the obje&@ of the projeted war was certainly not the feignorial rights of
a few petty princes, who would think themfelves amply recompenfed by the receipt of a
few louis in their empty treafuries, The cautious politics of Leopold, however, led
him to purfue the moft courtly meafures in treating with France. On the twenty-fecond
of January, the king communicated to the Aflembly a letter from the e of Ger-
many, in.which that monarch makes the moft unqualified proteftations of his amicable in~
tentions towards France; but intimates at the fame time, that ¢ It is neceffary that all
¢ the innovations that have taken place in confequence of the decrees of the fanrth of
“¢ Auguflt be done away, and matters put upon the ancient footing.”—The king, when
he communicated the lcttcr, treated it merely as an official meafure of the emperor, as
head of the German empire ; and obferved, that he received at the fame time_the moft
pacific affurances from the court of Vienna, The Aflembly, however, were not to be
impofed upon by the finefle of Leopold; they immediately decreed a confiderable aug.

~mentation of the national forcc. and that every defenfive meafure fhould be cxpedttsouﬂy
adopted.

PRl PR M T U
On the twentieth of February, the prefident of the National Affembly reccived a let-
ter from the king, ftatingthat his aunts, the daughters of Louis the Fifteenth, had left Paris
that morning at fix o’clock, and that, as he was perfuade&!thn they could not legally be
- deprived of the liberty wl-uch the conﬂntumn gave to every citizen to travel wherever he
would, he had not attempted to prevent their - This report was no fooner
qade. than M. Camus propofed, that the civil Tift beﬂml&ed in proportion to
the provifion which the nation allotted them : ‘this ‘was again oppofed by M., Martineau ;
~but the aflembly confidering the fubje& unworthy of their notice, paffed to the order of
theday. On the following day, however, the fubje was renewed by M. Bgmne, whq.
as the conftitutional committee were at prefent oecupied in pfofm'l {et of reg |
.for the government of the royal family, pnpeﬁd mﬁqmumqu to prefent
e
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bly the plan of a decree to afcertain the right which perfons allied to the
throne fhould have to travel out of the kingdom. This propofal produced another from
Meflrs. Martineau, Goupil, and others, that the law againft emigrants fhould extend not
only to the rdyal family, but to all other individuals; and that a reafonable abfentee tax
fhould be impdfed, in order to difcourage emigration in general.
\
In the mean time the ladies continued their journey, and with a train of carriages pre-
fented themfelves befere Moret, and produced to the magiftrates a paflport from the king,
counterfigned Montmori, and a declaration from the municipality of Paris, ftating that.
they arrogated to themfelves no right to ftop any perfons travelling through the kingdom.
«As the municipality of Moret was informed that the matter was now under the confider-
ation of the conftitutional committee, they determined to arreft them. They had, how-
ever, no fooner taken this determination, than a party of a hundred or more of the chaf~
feurs de Lorraine, with a number of the domeftics of M. Montmorin, mayor of Fon= .
tainebleau, appeared before the gates, forced them open, and made a clear paflage fer the
travellers. = At Arnay-le-Duc, the municipality was more fuccefsful : there they effec-
tually ftopped the progrefs of the royal emigrants, and difpatched an account of their pro~
ceedings to the National Aflembly. On mature confideration, however, the legiflative -
body decreed, that *¢ as therc was no pofitive law exifting which fancioned the arreft of -
“ mefdames aunts to the king, it fhould be referred to the executive power. " and in -

confequence of this decree, after fome delays, they were left to purfue their journey to-
Rome.

¢ |
On the twenty-cighth of February an event of a more extraordinary and fufpicious
nature occurred, and unfortunately contributed to encreafe the jealoufy and diflatisfaction -
of the public.  On the morning of that day, at the ufual hour of divine fervice at the
Royal Chapel, a gentléman, after walking for fome time in the gallery, requefted.of tho .
attendants on the dauphin to be permitted to fee the prince.  As he pafled into the apart-
ment, a poniard of a peculiar conftruction was difcovered under his coat : he was arrefted, .
and examined before the mayor of Paris, and committed to cuftody.

While the myor was occupied with this affair, he received intelligence of a riot in .
another . The caftle of Vincennes had been dire&ed to undergo fome repair; .
and, as th had formerly been ufed as a ftate prifon, the jealoufy of the populace -
mpﬁhﬁlf téok-ﬁte. and their imaginations reprefented tothem the horrible fpeétre of -
a Baftille flill more formidable than that which had been demolifhed. The fuburb of -
St. Antoine was prefently in motion, and the object of popular fufpicion was powerful-
m M. B&lly 'was however no fooner informed of this commotion, than he pro-
ceeded thither, accompanied by M. de Ja Fayette and a firong party of the national *
guard, The mﬂﬁw were cafily undeceived, and perfuaded to difperfe; but what was
ﬁﬂﬁl‘h‘c of ﬂu.mgiﬁme and the national guard, on their return to the Thuilleries,
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edasaim them ; and as foon. 38 they. were forced _W% a
2 | ovcrcd to be filled with men who had affembled ' of ¢
2 g the king! ' As no criminal intention could be proved 2 ing
fegrched, and deprived of their arms, _they were otdered civilly. todqnit am! 'lqvq the«r -_'
;?1 of the royal famdy to-the national guard. The general fu as, that
~ geonfpiracy had been concerted by the chiefs of the ariftocratic party, to yake ndvantage
. of the: firft commotion, which would neceflarily draw off the national . to put in
‘effeld their long-projeéted plan of carrying off tlihhmg. W hatevpe might be the mo=-
m ,oﬁ the perfons who affembled on this occafion, it is much to‘be regretted, as it gave
womuch countenance to the fufpicions of the people, and cherifhed thatﬂiu: of pnrty
it was fo much the imgeﬁ of the*mmmmnnm& and fubdue,
“ 4 g vh T'-;"
_The beginning of dedicated by the Aﬁmbly cl'ueﬂy to the or
he ﬁmy; and towards the eénclufion of the m&:ﬁ& | decrees were pa clati
. tofthe cafe of a regﬂlgyﬁ—“ Women were mll.dd‘ﬁ'om that truft, as well as from the
¥ fucceffion to the. erown.  The regency. mqahmd,to belong of right to -
male heir to the crown, dunag the whole. minority of the king, The erfon
. minor king, however, was not confined to the regent; and he was pronounced to'be
.ﬁage at. cighteen,”’— Nearly abbut the fame period it was decreed, ¢ ‘that ‘ali 'L- ablic
‘# fun&iovaries ought to refide in whatever place was the proper fcene of their em loy-
~ %¢ ments; that the king, as the firft public funé&ionary, fhouTd be always reﬁﬁnﬁ dua ng
@ the feflion, within twcnty leagues of the legiflative body ; and that if hu - the i e
¢ Apparent wenit ouf of the kingdom without a decree df zhe lcg:ﬂature, ould be

ﬁdercd as havmg nbdkld-ﬂletmwn. a0

..c i

> Thi! was fuccecded by one b!ﬂ Wtcr lmgomn'w to t‘he
ty. It regarded the fucceflion to ‘property, and the right of difpe
‘ter death "hﬂhc outfet of the debate, a very Judsclqm'dnﬁi Ction w
{ , firft, to-decide what-was proper: tobed ------ th 1
r ;*'* m{tau- and, fecondly, whether any 1 1 ;
f"”?’* ',, Fhmat:on. In the ficft part of ﬂpl
oy ) e -.-‘.'_-l; !Ql‘gﬂsl’
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