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th:U1 in the morn'jog. bu t 'lrfs fo than was expelled by thore who had t:'lken (0 much 

' plios to irritate the populJct: =ag!linfi: him. 

In the cOlch, the kitlg aJked Ch-aumet. the Procureur Syndic, If If he- thought the 
fI Conv('nrion wotlld :aUow him to havecounfel." This m:m, by t he :lCCOUI11 which he 
afterwards go1Ve of wh:u paWed, an fwe rcd Ihortly, II Ihat h is dUly was to conduCt: him to. 
U and from the 3lrembl),. 3nd not to anfwerque1lions." When he arrived at the Temple,. 
;{nd was ill his ap.vuneot, he fent a mefr"gt: deli ring to fp(;..1k [0 the Mayor, who. being 
in his carri:lge. ami rcady to drtve :aWl-Y. im l11edf:Hely obeyed the fummons, !l nd afccnded 
to the king" ch:tmher. If 1 hope," fa id he to Ch,unbon, " that you wilinot Ilelny to let 
"me know, whct hC'f 1 ;un allowcll counfe!''' The M ayol rel'licd . u that he might rely 
" upon being informed as (oon as poffibl~; adding, that he was perfuadcd the Convention 
II were too juft to rerufe to him w hat the law allowed to :\11." , . , 

Every member of the Convention did not agree in opi nion with the Mayor: ahou t thi r. . . 
. y or forty deputies of the (aaion called t he Mou ntain, were again{\: granting that requeft. 
and oppofed it by the mon indecent clamours: but finding their efforts yain, they next 
infiiled th::1t he Ihou ld be allowed oilly one perfon for coun(el. The great mOljori ty on. 
the contrary were for allowing hi m three ; the debate became (0 lumt1l t uoul, tha t the 
Prefl(l~llt Was ohliged to pulon his hat e4: the Mountain was at Jan: ohliged to reli nqu ilh 
this ill amefu l attempt: and it was decreed th at the king lhould have cou llCeJ, with out Ji~ 
miting the numbe r. anti tha t a melI"age ihou lJ 100::'"tly be Cent to inform him of this. 
One of t"bCe who had oppofed his having counfel , propofed th3t two of the ferv:lOts. 
of the AtTcmbly Ihould catry this meU'.-.ge ; but the Convention o rde red four of their
membc[s (or th,u !lOfpoft. 

After thCJ\fOlY01' left the T emple, the king immediately examined the C(J'!/Iituti(JfI. of 
which he IL3d a copy. 3nd fu id 10 theConlm iffioncr. who was now alonc witb I. im. ,. Yes, 

• 
II iJ in (nrM nl lI I1~ l lIter'l ufel, M'\lb/)ui ten {efIt hi,tl I at four fc:ct from the bottom is I cro(s bar, nn whict\l 

.he ful'tetu byt his hud, whieh illtoVt dowll loy ~uotbt:r bar p1a«lU above. I n the inner etiSes of the frame :trt" 
tf'OIWr-, In whIch i, pl.w;:ed In l:te, with I wei&ht, rupp~neoJ 201 the fum mit by a PCI, Tilt ruftctor it (Irft tilld tq. 
:t I'Ilan~~, of a!lout ~tltocn indIct b.road, and in iMh thick. l\andinJ upris:hl, fanellW WIth ou(dl about the arnu. 
H1IY, II\<I ICfJ I Ihi~ "llIlA. r. about (IN:' fett 1001, and comes almOft up 10 Ihe chin I the eXfcutioner then Jays him 
WI hi: bell )' un Ih. bcodl, MIS u~ .he Up~1 patl of lhe board, whIch I'cceive. hb fIO(k, :uljut\s hi, hnd, then Ihuu, 
the b9;Ud, ~\4 p>llb .. (CQrd. f.o.oneu to the pe& at tho wp of til. Machine, whICh ,,(,. up .. Cll(h , the pethon hilt" 

;;no liloll I~.w," tuo;h "~vore. in I moment, i, received in .. bal'lt.et re:ldy fC»" tho purpoCe, at b the body in 
:'l'Iothcr. 

The Republic cannot, however, boaft of the prirn.1ty invention of th.illU:roc:hlne, though tt~ey fU,nd nrinlleif' 
u\ the fl ~quo.nt uI.or .,: aa iMnuueQ& or thb wuftNlti(l11 W7II ~do In England, under the namo ofTu NJ,'1,\ ' ''. 
thollih we bellevc, ~~o 0110 iuOanu, it novel' was u.hibitMi 1 it tw, however, bocu of u:eo.Uoot fer.jcf in £Ilrl\i{b.l 

in, the hiut to tim tUIIOU tlr rtl'ubtk.a lu. • 

.. This i.; lign~ to c.rdet, M\'Cr tiven bUI in Qfcs of ,re.1 eontuCum, IJ1d.it ICMrally o .,~ .. 
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u 1 find that the law allow. me (:ounfe,) i but lIlay I ont :lIfo be :allowed the fa9sfllCliOA 
I ( of hlvlng my family wi"'h me l" The eommilijoner anhrercd, uThat he did notkoow, 
.-c hut would go anu tOllfult the committee." He went accordingly. and returned foOt' 
;& ler i lIe informed the king Ihat he could not fce his family.-I< ThaI i. hard," [:tid the 
ling_I< but :ny fo". they will not deny me the comfort of hi' compsmy t leaR: he is 
(f ;I child, Sir. of only (c~n' year' or age." "The committee ha'fc dec&a:cd,u-ro• 
plied the comI1lHl'ioner-: ' that yoo Ih.lll h:tve no. conimuuC&tio~ with your family
u your fon is of your family ... . Tohe comlniffiollc:r h:ft the ~Ing, ~ went to th,c 
I'l.uee n" ap3rtn'lcnt, where all the royal family were. The queen IInmcd,L~I,. a{ked. If 
~hey might not all wait on the killg. \\'ho they knew waS returned 6011 the Conven· 
fion. The eomrnifliont!r gave the farlie anfwer he h~d given to the kin,. u At lean," 
_ .(aid t'hf queen-" Jet him have 'he comp~lly of th~s child. pray aUo~ his fan. to go 
to 111m." The cOfnmiffiooer replied, II That 3S the duld could nor be .. ith both, It wat. 
., bell thallhe l>errnn who might he fuppofed to h3ve the greateR. couuge fhould fuffer 
4f the privation : ~efidesllf-he added-It a child of hi, age bas (-oo'e ,,"''of the cat~of 
H "mOl hcrthan of a {atber." 

The following day four mClnhersofthc Convention WOlled upon to informeJ 
him, th:at it was decreed he Ihould be allowed COil Diet ; and Tequdlt.d hi. to name them. 
Hi, choice fell upon threediAlnguilhed advocate" Mcffi •• Tronchet, La~ M,~ 
hethes'J, and Dc(c7.ei he hod preYloufly 31,pliod 10 M. T.U'gel, who cllcokl4..b.."ir 
on ~ccount of his infirmitv". Louis was fpeeddy fUlmihcd with 1M ,apert'" lIu:d , .; 

" M'on(*,r lie Lamoicnoo-MMetbes, r. a m.n o( an amiable 11111 te(peftlIbJo cbarX\et' I of diftinl\l,Qleo 
ff nf~, pTlMllly, and IU rnil1l J of one o! 1M thle( (_lies of \\ b,u w» {,-Ueil Ibe RoM in P!'ike I he .. fBIM· 
(00 of Ihe dW)c:ell« I,amoigOOll, who wa$ an intimale (riend of 9oiluu. Raane. IlD4I adIet .. 01 pnm. in tba 
~f ;,n of Lew;, the FourluDlh. The prerent Mon(lWrde Malc.therhes cI.at"l\llnwd hlilMd( wwar •• ead of 

the rClan ul Lew .. the Fifluath, bt' CoMe: wry cloqllC'ut Inll COU~ rtmOftftr .. cet "'~""'" IiIP .. 
*u fjrn pf'9fid, nt or the ~ Jt, AiM,. ;lnd lOr wNcb he w. Nn,IboII. In 'M beJlnoiUl.al \he "",0 of JA;wis 
(1\6 SlxtMnlh., ho (iltttCilal M.nfieur de Saint Florenlin i n Iho minin l'J J but .n.crwanlfr.#>r ru(outwhich Ire 
variNny flI, ted, M lIellred ;10( Qbt.loined luye 10 reti re. Tnil. r,rpeaable man w. in hII ~fOCGDd,..,. , Iris 
,otkrool oI'kr 10 be t\IUnfel fur the Idna: pined hi.., the applauW of rhe "",Ie, •• d form •• ~lly ifl 
1111 uvour, wIth Ihe tlUtious eondlll'l: or H ... Targt'l, whIch hll ..... co;:ul ... oJ bfall panit" !wn lhO ~,dv. 
of P.lri ~ ma, k.-l Ihe dltt'er'ence, ~em 1p. Imdy llnu hwr& ~ndi of a..m .. Ii »urol on dMI pu or MMfjeur do 
Maidberbet, a!W a(l.Ir1I atd. rrocccdH to 'hi bc.urc or Monkur 'ra~ ... (".b w. La I JUMClI' I*1",har tOO 
thC!mratt.. Fbrtlln.ll"lr fu r tUm. be wu aJftrtifeJ "'( theii-il16calion, aIIu m.-hl.;i5, r. .u... ... 

.. T ..... ,n f~ (rull de&"Ct tbe et.m...,. 1M Cily oll'adf., • ~pow.. etuUtJ or the cwn. 
m ulW vi d~(II', ' rf'OI'fd II ft.O '-rei II,I Cp" .. tlon, and ",".,.wi"" fdlo ..... dran 01." ..... whl'" lNp' 
Il)u \hooChl pr~'to pJI'~, ~n:;h 1 __ ich thac bod,. ~i...".. doer were, 

Wllh ~a.iIea; "' ... 110 cmnlltnnl.-ioa witb '''1aQI1!t1 hh .&let-d~. 
ehacnbre \u' CD "" ~ed up wilh W"" h .... Intercourfe with lUIy body .air. I ... eo~nrel __ 10 be 
Aridly..mnoo1 .... ill Ibt tMlt/mtt ~ baying lllf'Q'lfn oft' the Cloecbl III .. _ -..., .. cered, 
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for. m.ny of which he denied that he knew. or hl.! fubfcribed. or noted. which 
were fhewn to him al his own; fome others he .cknow lodged. but propofed to make 
obfervations upon them. The penuon to the widow Favras he acknowledged. hut 
denied th.t he had patroniz.ed her hufb,nd; anu rnitl . tll anhe letter of thanks to Souillc. 
upon the 3lfair of N3ncy, was his, but tliat the conll.itucnt alf.mbly had alfo given him 
markl of their fatisfaClioll -He was now permitted to fce his' f.,mily, but the ehilJ n 
were ordered to be feparated from their unfortunate mother and aunt • 

• 
We cannot forhelr, ill this place, to give one inn.nce of the nriClnefs . ( tile w.teh 

whieh ... conll.antly kept over the king; and his majell.y's particular reg.ltd to the rs
ligion he profeJrcd. We Olall give it in the words of the rcport made by one of the 
eommiBioners on d"ty, as inferted in the PrD"s-Vtrbal: 

" On Taefday lan, the eighteenth of December, you appointed me, with fi ve of m)' 
"collea ell, to be one of the guards in the Temple. As foon as we arrived in the 
.. tower, they made UG draw lots, and it was my f.te to be re,lt to the ':>partment of Louis . 
.. It was near half pall eleven at night, and Louis was jull go lie to bct!. The next 
.. g he rofe, according to cullom, between feven and eight: after he was dre!fed • 
.. he took a book, al\d read by his fire-fmc. After having read ahout h.lf an hour, he 
" caaM to us, and defired us to cut open two leive, that Iluck- together. Mycolic guc 
.. -bad a pen-knife, and made ufe of it for thut purpore. While he was doing it, I look-
.. the book, fuppoung it to be the GlICCiIa or Roman hillory, Velleius Patereulu$ 

., or Honce, which books the commune had fent him; ~ut judge my all.onilhlllent whell 
.1 I faw it was a breviary. Louis returned to his lire·fide .with his prayer-book, and con
.. tinued reading three quarters of an hour. BreaHall. WaJ brought up, and my .!1:0-
eI nilhment was a. great when I heard Louis pronounce thefe words-" It is a fall. to-day, 
.. I /hall not breakfa!1:." Clery, the valet-d.· chambre, feeing my furprife, came arid 
II wbifp:red to me.-:.. .. He not only refufes breakfall, but he will not even fup: this 
.' GIOrnin,. while I was drelIing him, he ordered fomething very light for his evening 
.. collatioao" Thefe details will appear perhaps too minute; for my part, I do not 
co think them indilferent, u they give a key to the moral eharaacr of Louis, .n" prove 
.. leaft, that he il devout, and certainly dcvotion is a virtue ill • king. About eleven, 
.. two of my colleagllCl being arrived, Louis went up to them, and hegged they would 
II give hi.. news of Ill> family. .. My daughter," added he, II is fourteen ye.rs 
c. old t .- He lifted ap bia eye. towudl hcayetl they feemed to be wet with 

• 

ther .... lD lie ...... n ........... *.1 for t_ and alldor .b. i.(poeiDn of ,h. cornmiffion.1'I 
who_dod .... :Jd ... pna ....... not tobo aIIowod ... TemjIIe.111 all., .......... woo prbnuun<Oil. 1 ...... 
-" an ani,Io" dill ..... , ~t tb.t COUAfcI a.a.M ....... oa.h ...... 11/ m •• aOD aDy .binl th.y hurd wh~. III 
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.. t~rs; and he repeatrd, in ~ very moving tone of .,oice, "My daughter i. fourtc ~ 

.. ycal's old, to-d3Y I" When tlie time of my gu-Jrd in the aparunent of Louis was ex
" pired, I went down into the council ch.lInller with my colleagues, an in a few mi
.. nutes we heard that l.ouis nnd Antoinette had a!ked for feiffars, one to cut ber nails, 
.. nnd the other to cut olf his beard, which was exceedingl y long. We deliberated about 
, it, and, conformably to your rerolution, we refufed the fciffars, The three cnunftl 

.. of Louis, Malcfherbe., Tronchet, ana De SC1.e, came in the oftemoon; they filut 

.. tll . mfclves up with Louis, and remained ill his chamber a~ut four or five hours. It 
" appcars \pat tbey fpoke very low, for we could not hear a lingle word of what they 
.. J)1id. ' Having ended my fervice, the next day, Thurfday, I paired the whole day ilb 
" the counci l chamber with my compan.ioo. Four deputies of the National Conven
.. tion came to communicate to Louis fome papers rolative to his trial-After 'having ex
.. ami ned their po'l'ers, we cOllduaed them to Louis. Th y did not imitate the thre:<; 
" advocates of Louis; they 'fpoke to him, in our prefenee, with the doors opt n: they 
., /hewed him (everal papers ligned by him, and his brothers. .. That writing," r.id he, 
" is very like my trother', hand, this is like mine; I cannllt however affirm that they 
t< are fo, as they both may be forged; and, befides. I don't.remembe. havitlg Iigoed thofe 
"papers." He anfwered in the tame alljhiguous Iangua~e to all th other qucfiion" .nd 
.. ever reemed to deny, rath r than affirm. r had returned into the council chalXlber 
" with my cOlDpanion, and a quarter of all liour after the arrival of the four cloputies. 
" M.lefilerbcs came to ua. himfelf, f.,t lown with us near the fire, and my colleague th~n 
" made the following obfervation to him: '! The permillion you have to be alooe with 
" Louis endangers our rcfponlibility, and we are forry to fee "-" I und~rlland 
.. you," inrt'rrupred Malefi,erGcs, " fcarch me, if you delire it."-" Thelaw forbids us. 
" to fcarch you."-" In that' cafe r /b.,ll clo it mvfelf."-He then /hewed us all he had 
.' in his waiftcoot and breeches pockets. a few keys: "od fome fix Ii vrll pieces, &c. .. 1 
.. have in my coat-pocket," f.,id he, ". I:re!lI many papers, ' which 1 carry to the kiog; 
,. 1 carry him alfo the Monittur, and fevcral newfpapers." You arc a friend to Louia, 
.. faid I, how can you let hira read journals and gazettes, in which he fC\:, daily proofs of 
.. the jun indignation of the pet ple ogaion himl "Thl! king" (he always ufed the ex: 
" preffion, Ib, ki"K, and we always faid Lo"is) is a man of an elevated char~er, hi" 
" mind is Ilrong and eourag~oul, and he is fuperior to .11 weaknefs."-u 'Ve beli~that 
" )'ou are an ho It mao; but.f yOu were a traitor, YOD might carry to Loui, poifon os: 
" concealed arms tQ dellroy himfelf "-" I carry no arlXlI, 01 you "e; and, befidel, be 
" under no .pprehenlioo 00 that article; if the king were a philofopbcr, if be wr.re of 
.. the rel igion of the ancient Romans, that affixed a fort of honour to foicide, he might 

• "kill himfelf. but he i, of the Catholic religion, that forbids it. he i, pioua, and a true
.. believer; the feu of incaniog the wrath or God willltop his arm." 

On the morning of the tW'eDty-li.th of December, the ill -fated Lewil ..... .,. 
fummoned to tho bar of tbe Convention; be left the Temple, a little before DiDo, in the 

_,or', 
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-mayor's coach, anJ wa. conduCted as formerly to tbe gate of the Cap,pchins, Rue Saint 
Honore, where the national guards formed a.line, through which he walked to thech.m
bre .JeS c;onfer.nces, where he again met his counfel. General ~erruyer, commander in 
.chief of all I he military ot the department of Paris, with all the field officers then ih 
the capital, who were not otherwife on duty, accompanied the king on horCeback fronl the 
Temple to the aa-embly hall . Berruyer informed the prefident,that the king was arrivoU. 

I, The prefldent deflfrd he might be conduc\ed ' to the bar; which was done-in the foi
I lowing order: ~erruyer and Santerre wal~ed firfi, the mayor of Paris and the procul'eur 

after them, and the king. with Mea-rs. , MaleTherhes. Tronchet, and D e Seze, followed. 
• • 

The prefident faid, .. L ewit, the Convention has decreeJ tbai you Olould be ultim.tely 
II heard tbis day." Lewis replied ... My counfe! is going to fpeak for Jnc;" poinied to 
M. De Seze, and fat down • . 

• 
De Seze,ill ao able and eloquent /Peech, of which the folloWIng is an abilr.a, (aid, 

H CITIZENS, REPRE SENTATIVES OF THE NATION, 
o 

H The moment is at length arrived, when Louis, .ccufed ill the name of the French 
H people, and furrounded by counfel, granted to him by hUlnanity and the bw, is about 
" to enter on his defence I-The file nee which ~t prefent prey.uis, 'giycs me rear 011 to 
" think that the day of juftice has fucceeded the days of prejudice. Unfortunate kings 
" are entitled to more pity and more rcfpeCl tha!' the unfortunate in other ranks of life ; • 
" and he who fC/rmerly occ~pied the moft brilliant throne in the univerfe, muft excite" 
" ftill greater degree of intereft. You have ordered him to appear before you-be has 
" obeyed with calmnefs and dignity, emboldened by bis innocence, and fupported by the 
" teftimony of his whole life. He bal revealed to us even his thoughts . . In difcufling 
.. without preparation, and without mature examination, charges which he did not fore-
.. fee; and being obliged, as one may fay. to make an extempore defenct; it was impof. 
" fible for Lo not to declare to you his innocence. This I /hair demonfirate-I·fil.ll 
" produce proJlll' proofs; and I fincerely wilb that this hall could be in!bntly enlarged, 
.. that the multitude, who have received the mofi fatal impreffion. againtl Louis, might 
.. come hither to receive impreflions of a contrary nature. Louis knows that Europe waits -
.. with anxiety for the fentence you are about to pafs. He knows tIlat it will be handed 
" clown to pofterity; but he coufiders only his contcmpor3ries-lik~ him, we forgct pof-
" terity, and look only to. lhe prefent moment. • , 
_ '! Had l ·to addref. only judges, I Ibould be fati sned with tclliog them; th at /ince the 

.. nation hu abolilhed royalty, no farther lentence can be pronounced againft Louis; 

.. but I :addref. tbe people: I muft examine the queftion onder two points of view, tliat 
" in which Louis wu placed before he accepted the eot4itution, and that in wh ich ~e 
•• fioocl after he hacI accepted it. III examining this alf'air, I firJl find the decree whict-. 
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.. tnOa" That Louis Ih.lI lie tried by the connitn ion, Thoro who fm'llcd that rlecr~ 
.. undoubtedly raid, that Louis could not li)oiterbimrelf IInderhis inviobbility. What 
.. then have yoo done hy that decree I You have conllituted your(elves ju4ges of 
.. th.t accufation "'lhich you younelves moue, You have decreed a1fo, That Louis 
.. fhould be heard . • If he ought then to he heard. he h.s a right to defend himfelf; 
.. he judge mull not circumfcribe the m~ans; the Convention will examine them ac
.. cording to their jull v.1lue when prod~ced, If Lo~is deceives himrelf, you mun re-
.. f ute his errors . • 

• 
"'Nations ore fovereign: th ey have a right to give themrelves whatever form of go-

.. vernment they thillk proper. I fh.ll not contell this prillciple, and it is not yet for

.. gotten, that the efl:ons of one of the counrel of Louis contributed to make it be in

.. ferred in the connitution . • But the n.tion itfelf cannot exercife its fovereignty: it 

.. mun therefore delegate the exercife of • In '789. the n.tion chofe a mon.rcbi~al 

.. governmcnt-. 'Vonarchical government required inviolability in the chief; it wal 

.. nece{!'ary he fhould conlmand tlpt refpea whfch cnforces the obedience required by 

.. the bw. T)1e nalure of th is inviolability has been fully difcu{!'ed. It has bCl'n pre· 
.. tended, that it ,,, •• not a fynallagmatic contua; bllt the delegation of the IOvereignty 
H was a contr.a as loog as it.was not revoked. It W:lS • mandamus, if you choof.; hut 
.. a mandatory could not fubmit to olher conditions, or other punifhmenU. than thofe 
.. mentioned in the ma"damus, On opening the fecond chapter of royalty, 1 find tha~ 
.. the perfon of the king is inviolable; t.here is no exception, no modification what
H c"cr I but there are certain cirCumfiances in which the chief might lofe that eharaaer . 
.. of inviolability, Tlie lirll cafe iS ,as follows: 

• 
.. Art. S. fcd , I. chap, 2. of the third titre. If the king has not, tJken the oath, OJ, 

.. if, after ta!t;ug it, h!, retraCLs, he fhall be coofidcred as having al!dicat throne." 

.. The n.tion here im pofes on the king the duty of taJiing.the oath. To retraCl this . 
h oath , is. crime againn the nation. The nation guarded againll: this crime, anJ ap
.. ~inled n punifh".'ent for it. I exprefs myfelf incorrcClry-it was not a pWlilhmeot, 
... t was, not a forfe"ure, the wonl is not once mentioned; it is only a fuppofition, that 
.. the I"ng Ihould be confidcred a. h~ving abdicated the throne. You fee tbat tbo 
" conllitution cfiablifi.es no tribunal. th.t it 'fpeakl not of a trid, and that it does not 
.. pr~nounce t~e word ~orfe.turc. The king. however. withoDt retrafling his oath • 
.. mIght beu:.y ~t-he ~'ghl fAvour, c.riminal and holl'ile enterprif ... gainn the ftalc: .. 
.. The confi,tut,on prov.ded alfo .g.rnll this cafe. 

4, Art. 6, If the king a,all pat himfelf at the head of an army and d're'" 'tl fc-
.. . fi I . . f d ' • '" I o.~~ 

agam t 1e llatlon, or 1 ho oes not oppofe, by a formal ael, fuch all enterprife 

.. If which 
• 
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" which may be nuder\aken in his name, be IIlall be confid red as havinc abdicated 
" the throne ." 

• 
.. Weigh well, I befecch you, the nature of the crime provided ~gaillil by this article • 

•• None more crimin.1 can exill. It fuppefes all the machinat ions, all the perfidies, all 
" the fcourge •• all the horrors, and all the cqlamities, of a hloody int.Cline war; .IllV 
" yet what does the conftitutiol1 pronounce ? i. prefumption of the king having abdi
" cated the throne • 

.. Art. 1 . If the king quit the kingdom, and docs not return, after being invited to 
" do fo by the legiOati ve body.-What does the conllitution deciare in this cafe l ~ pre-: 
.. fumption that he has abdicated the throne. 

• • 
" Art. 8. States, tlrat, after an eXPfefs or legal abdic~tion, the king IIlall be tried, like' 

" other citizens, for all crimes poCleriol' to his abdication. It refultJ, then, ' that the 
" king had a 'Particular exillenc., abfolutely different from that f other citi7.ens ; and' 

• .. whence arofe this particular, this privileged exinenc., but from the Jaw, which con-
" ferred upon him that charaaer of inviolability, which he could not lofe, but by all' 
" exprefs and legal abdication? It is after being guilty of the moll atrocious crime a king 
" can commit againll the nation, that it fuppofe .. him to have entered the clafs of citi
" zens? In 1I,0rt, tbe law here is perfealy equal with regafd to the !e&illative body and 
" the king. The logillative body might alfo hetray the nation-It might invaJe the 
.. national fovereignty. The nation had a rigbt to eftablilh a punilhmeli t for the dellu~ 
.. ,ies, and yet this has not been the· cafe • 

.. Louis is accufed-He i~ accufed' in tile name of tlie nation-he is aeeufed of va-. 
.. rious crimes. Thefe crrmcs are either provided againlt by the conllitutional aa, and, . , 
.. then the punilhment there eJhblilhed is to be applied to them, or they are not pro-

. .. vided againft, and in that caft: there exiCls no puniIhment which can he applied to 
.. \hem. 1 will go ftill former, 1 fay they have been provided for-The molt at rocious . 
.. of all, that of a criminal war againft' the nation, has been provided for. In whatever 

• 
.. manner that article may be underllood, the crimes are there-they are all lhere; but . 
I< dJe law only declare., the prefumption of the throne being abdicated. I am well 
" aware, that the nation having at prefent abolifhed royalty, the llunifhment cannot be I. applied; bllt could it change the condition of Louis? Has he not a right to fay, r 
.. WaS tbe prifoDer of the nation, why did you not bring me to trill ? You ' have, aho
II lilhed royaltY; .1 do not difpute your right: but what-becaufe you have aboliOlcd 
... royalty, do you wilb to punilh me? And, becaufe you know no law applicable to me, 
.. do ]'Gu "ilb to ClTate one for me-for me alone? You ~re doubtlefs invelled with 
... every power I but there i.one which IOU have not-that of being unJull. 

"It 
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.. It has been raid, that Loui. ought to be tried, u an enemy, But is he not a vcr., 

.. cruel enemy who could put himfelf at the head"of nn army ~g. i llft the I!~ ion !-It 

.. has been faid, that he Wat inviol,ble only in reg.ucl to every citizen indi iduaUy 
" 'According to this principle, would not the reprefenlatives of the people be more in
.. violable in regard to t he people, for .... hatever they rn 4:ht haye done, faid, or written, 
ot' duri ng a feffion? I /ball here quole,to you the' following paffilgc from Roullhu :
II W here I fee neither the law whicb profecutes, nor the law which condelnl s, I will 
.. not rcfer to the general will; for the g<neral will can llot pronounce as the general wil1, 
,f either agai nft ailY man, or any faCt,"-But if you take from Louis the right of bcing 
' '''illviolable, you cannot take from him the right of being tried as a cit\zen: and in the 
" latter cafe I wo uld atk you, where are thofe proteCtillg forms; where arc . t~ofc ju
.. riel, which are as it were hoftages fo; the live. and honour of citi zens a 1 !"ould ~ 
.. you, where is that proportion of fuGrages which the law has fo wifely cibblilbed I 
.. Where is thatlilcnt ballo't, whic.h enclofe. in the fal'! e urn the confcienceand the opi
'.' nion of the judge I 1 fpe~k to you with the opennefs C?f a (OIl of freedom. r wllh 
.. to find among y·ou judges, and 1 fee onlyaccufer_you wilh to paCs fentence upon 
" LOl1is, and Y'?u have been hi. accuren-yon wilb 10 par. Cent. nee upon Loui., and 
" you 11aye al ready exprelred your fentiment. on his cafe, Y ou wilh to paCs fen
" tence upon Louis, and your opinion. are well known al\ over Europe, 

, 
, . 

" I now proceed to the aCt of accufation. You go back to the month of June. 17119. 
': I IlIa11 go back 'to ,the fame period. But h,ow could you accufe Louis of having then 
" attempted to dilrolve th~ All'embly? Do you forget that it w". he who convoked it? 
' ~ Do you forget, that for above a century and a, half, prince., more' jealous of their au
u thority than he, confiantly refufed fuch a convocatiohl Do you forget that had it not 
II been for Louis, and the numberlefs facri6ces to which he confented, you would not be 
'f here delibenting on the interefts of the ftate? He is accufed of havipg furrouAClecl 
II Pari. with. troops; but I can fay, that thefe troops were dellined only to proteCt Pari. 
u from thofe who wilhed to difturb the public tranquillity. I had occafion to fee the 
" orders given to them when I undertook the defence of the commanlUnt. wholD the na-
.. tion without any hefit.tion acquitted. I /ball not here take notice of lhe lIICIIIoire , 
,, ' in wh icl. Talon is mentioned as aCting a part in a plan formed for a counter-reyolu-
" !ion, nor of the ),apeu f ubjoined to that memoire. Had I to defend a perfOl! of or-
" dinary rank, I would .. bferye. that a citi7.cn cannot be condetwnod from papers pro-
.. cured hy .1t,cking hi. habitation, unleC. they bave been prc:vioaa, fealed up. and :IIi 
.. inventory taken of them, 
• 

" The habitation of, Loui. w,s attacked, and hi. dtawers were broke open. None of 
.. them were fealed Up, no invcntories were taltell ; IUti J!3per. whicb might hav.c been Alp

" pofed to othen may have been concealed. The letters of a deceaCed perlOo are quoted • 
.. but can the letter. of a perf on deceafc" be adduced as proofs I Tbefe letten, it i. faid, 

.. mentioD • 



• 
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" mention money dillrihuted; but' even fuppofing that this fa8, which they do not 
.: dear up, were true; and fuppofing it true, that greater or fmaller fums' had been ex
" torted from the beneficence and fenfibility of Louis, do you no know with what Ull

.. happy facility kin'gs rQl\Y he furprifed ~nd deceived I The plan of a leller to '1.:1' 

.. Fayette and Miraheau is mentioned; but this letter as never fent. Mimbeau and 

.. La Fayette , were at th,t time t1le~wo mo~ popular chafa8ers; they both loved thG 

.. conll.itution, and nothing was meant in that letter but the good of the fiate. 'Louis Is 

... ccufed alfo of having written, letter to Bouille ; in regord to this, he has 110 occ'

.. fion to jullify himfelf; tbe Nation.1 Affcrnbly h.d before VOted thanks to Bouille for 

.. his good condu8: . , 

.. You aecufe him for the affembl~ge on the twenty-eighth of February; but popu
.. lar rumours had attra8cd at that time a number of violent perfons around the pal.c~ 
.. and . oui. ordered them to lay afide their arms. ,You ac~ufe him with the ma{facres 
.. in tJ;,e Cliamp-de-M.rs; but do you forget that this unhappy prince was then fufpend
~. cd froon his powers, and watched as a prifoner / The Ilation has decr:ed that it Iball be 
.. a republic, but this was not the fOrln of government i~ wilbed for then. Did not the 
.. leginative ajfembly decl.re a.g.linfi a republic in the month of July lall. I Had Lduis 
.. betrayed the interefi, of the nation at that period, or had he abufed ,ts confidence, you 
.. ought to h.ve piried him-you ought to have bo~.iled the fate of kings-but he ought 
.. not to have been tried, I have not yet pronounced the word ""hid, would h.ve made 
.. that ehai'l of aecufations fall. I have not raid, that fince all illere (.,61" Louis .eccpt
.. ed the confiitution-the conllitution was the contra8 of alliance between the people 
.. and the king...:t".re was no longer any doubt-th. paft was forgotten. Let us now 
.. examine what Louis has done fince his acceptation. The a8 of, accufation 'com pre, 
.. hend, fads for which Louis was not bound to anfwer pelfonally, and faa. for which 
•• he was perronally rcfponfiblc. By tbe confiitution, the king was not refponlil,le 
.. for wh}'t migbt be don~ by his age'lts; on the contrary, it made his minillers rcfponli
.. ble. At prefent one has DO rig!)t to aceufe the king .nd his minill.ers for the fatne ,Ct • 

.. Louis is accuCed 'of having left the National A£rembly ignorant of the convention 
.. of Pilnitz. But this convention was a fecret treaty between the emperor and the 

, .. king of PruRia. There was 0" rea[ou of fiate that could"nake it ', rule for minillers 
.. to communicate to an alfembly, whofe deliberation. were public, ~n .8 which w,s 
.. not public. You have accufed' Louis of retarding, for a month, the trnnfmiRio'n 9f. 
.. the decree }ebtive to Avignon. . That, citi.:.ns, was one of the charges againfi th\: 
•• milliner Delelfart. wllo had declared, that his defence, which he was prcp3ring in hi. 
" prifon, would luve no ~oubt of his innocence. And can you, after his death, prefc( 
.. the Eome charr a&aiolT the king I You have charged him with the troubles of Nlmes 
.. and of Jal... Was the king refponfible. for ~I the troubles iofeparable from fo grdt 
II 11Cvolution I Ii letter of Witgenll.ein is imputed to him as a crime: 011 ( that he could 

• .. do , 
• 

• • 



• 

680 . lIS1' YEA'll 0 r • 

.. do, W~$ to give ':Vitgcndein no appointment after his recall. The lituation of com
" .Modan't of Corfica is talked of, but that command he never 'obtained. 1t is faid, that 
.. he had an ~ppointment ill the army of the North : L a Fayette may h. alked it, but 
. .. th e letter that gave him fueh all appointment remained in tbe war offic 

t 

• .. Lou l. is accufed of the account given by N " bolllle. I Gu ll anfwer but a won!. 
.. ' V hen Narhonne qu itted the minitlry, the legifl ative affemuly decreed, that he car
.. ri ed with him the regret and the confidence of the nation, The furrenderof Longwy 

. " i. made a charge againfi him, but the in.'labitallts alone were guilty. The furrender 
.. of V erdull is made a charge againfl him-who then but LOllis appointed the comman
.. d" n , fo celebrated for his heroiflJl, who preferred death to furrenc oring I He is ac
.. cured of having retained th e Swits guards, although the collfiitution forbad it, Mark 
.. the fa cb : a dccree.raid, that the king "lhould be requ el1:eJ to prefellt a pew formation 
.. of his regiment of Swifs' guards, and in the mean time the AlfembIY had direaed thAt 
" it Ihould be kept UJ' provi{io.l:Wly till the period of this formation. On the third of 
.. July 1799, the Alfembly Ofdered the departure ~( the three l1a.ttalioDs of this regi
.. mel\!. On the fev ellteenth, the Jetter of d' Afrry, remonfhating apinG: the deeree, and 
" "Ppealing to the capitulation_a new decree which ordered the depa re of two bat
l' ,talioos--D'Aflry, hefitating betw-een the decree .lId the capitulations, addrelfed new 
.. remonfrrances to the AlfeUlblr. 1;he Alfembly p:illed to the order of the day, and the 
.. battalions left Paris. 

" I come ,now to the ,(,as th.t may be conlidered as concerning him perfonally. LoUis 
U is lirn attacked for JIOt having f.naioned the decree refpeaing the priefis, and that re
.. fpeaing the camp at Pad.. I might fay, that the contlitution gave him the free 311d 
.. abfolute power of fanaion; Rnd that, if he erred, his error could not be imputed 1'0 
.. ,bim as. crime. But if 3 great number of citizens feemed to fupport the latter de
.. cree, a fiill greater number feemed to oppofe it He thought it prudent to refufe his 
.. [anaion; but, at the fame time, by a wife meafure, he direaed the formation of the 
.. camp at Soilfons; and this camp was more ufeful to our armies than that at Paris 
" co\.ld h.ve bee II. • 

.. His letter the bithop of Clermont is objetied to him: hut dlat Jetter contains 
.. only an opir, ion purely religious, and was prior to hi, acceptance of the eonllitution • 
.. When he accepted the confiitution, be did not think it free from 'blemithes; for, in tile 
• very aCl of .ccepting it, he fpeaks of legal reforms. He is accufed of having paid his 
.. gu',,'d ; but the A Irembly, ill decreeing its difcharge, had faid that it thould be or
.. ganifed ;lI1e ... ; it was therefore itlcumbenton his junice and his humanity to pay it tili 
.. iu Dew formation. He is accufed of having given aid to the emiglallt., and of hay
. , iog proteaed. by bi~ ambalfadors, the CGalition of foreign po1nn. H. i, lICcllfed of 

.. hi, 

• 
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.. his influence at the court of Vienn.: r .nfwer, th.t Louis confiantly oppofed the cf

.. forts of ti,e cmigr.nts.· Re(peaing this r will cite a f.Ct: Louis was informed, by 
" his refident, of an attempt of the emigrants to ohtaln .rms and ammunition at r ... nk • 
.. fort, .nd of the refuf.1 of the magifirates of th.t JlI.e~ to comply with thch d,mann . 
.. He dircaed his refident to thank the magillrates, and to invite them to perfev'r'~' 
"their refufal. , • 

.. There is not a lingle emigrant th.t received aid from hill1. He provided for the 
" maintenance of his nel,hews ; the eldell was foulteen, the youngefi cleven year of 
.. age; there was 110 law that fixed the age at which emigration was a crime: the Conven· 
.. tion has made one. The n~phews of Louis were without refources: mull he Ilift~ 
.. tbe fentiments of hum;nity 1 Mull he, for.beilig a king, ceafe to be a kinfman I He 
H gave money to the governefs of his children; but {he was the governcfs of his chil· 
H dren, and had left Frahce lince 1789. Choifeul Bc.upre .had been in Italy fillce 178 , 
H and had never borne .rms againfi France, He gave .id to Rochefoh, but Rochefort 
.. was not all emigrant. He is accufed of having remitted money to BOQille: Bouille's 
.. letter fay., "P'y to Monfieur, the king's brother, by his order." The truth is, thn 
" he never remitted pecuuiary aid to MonCicur, and the order in quellion wos the order 
,( of Monueur, and not of the king. All th;it I)e did was to give fceurier for his other 
" brother for a fum of four hundred thoufaod livre.; but this was ill 1789, and he war 
" induced to it by motive. of humanity. 

" He is .. cufed of the IO,lIQ:uvres of DUIOouliier at the court of Berlin; but Du
n moudier was not the agent of Louis, but of ~Ie princes, hi. brothers. A lettel' of 
" Choifeul-Gouffier is objeacd to him. It is fuppofed, th.t bccaufe he was the .mbaf
.. fador of Louis, to Louis IOull hi~ projeas be imputed; but the very letter of this 'Ill
" b:Urador proves that it was tloree days after his recall, and 011 account of that recall, 
.. that he formed an intrigue againli the national .mbalrador fent to replate him. It wa 
.. Choifeul who wrote, who aaed, ho fpoke of his fervice. to the princes, the kinS" 
.. brothert. The billet proves that Louis had no conneaion with him . 

.. I come now to the charges of the fuborn.tion of feveral members of tbe legin.tive 
'I :UTembly. This plan reduced the liquidatioll of offices teo millions; he eafed the lIa
" tional treafury to that amount, and charged the civil lifi with the itfterefi. We nn
" dr.rfi.nd the corruption that turns to the profit of perfonal interell; but a corruptioR 
.. {hat Ie .... u. ~Il the flume, .nd gives to another all the profit, we cannot eaLily com
"preh.nd. The faa is, as it .ppcars from the p'J)Crs communicated to Louis, that it was 
" he alone wbo pRvented the decrre from being propafed to the Alfembly, Gnd th.t he 
•• exprcJll:d difplcafufC and indil:nation at i~ . 

• sC " A charge 
• 
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.. A harge is brought ~g~infi him which has excited the indign~tjon of he ~eople, 

,. .nd which <onld not hut .ppear • vcry heavy olle. He is .<cured of havi g p.id, hia. 
:: bo.ry.guards at Coblentz. This charge r own/huck me with grief; I )Vas l:d to fuC • 

... pe~l the good faith of Louis .; the proofs appcared to be clear. I cC(t1Ie thIS J.y teo 
.. ~akc the reparation in the eyes of Europe which I feel th. t lowe to him. All tbe pa • 
.. pers refer to the month of 'OClober J791. Mark what the .dminifirators f the civil 
.. lifi wrote to the tre.furer in November: .. The irrteuc;on of his m.jefiy is to continuo 
.. the pay of his b~Jy.gnards till they be replaced; but his m.jeny means tbat theamount 
" of th is pay !hal!' not be delivered in total to the eut-major, but to each individual at 
.. the p.y·office of the civil lin, 011 his particlllar receipt, and certificate of refidence 
.. within tbe kingdom .. " All the papers h~ve been made as publjc a~ poffible-Louis has 
.. been denounced to France, to.1l E<tropj:. All the articles of accuC.tion have been 
.. ordered to be printed; and tile only paper that refutes thefe c!targes, is the only one that 
" remained unknown. This p~per mun have heet) among the ren; By what nrange f~ • 
.. tality is it not tb be found among them I At la~ Lou;s, afler much pains, obtainec$ 
"from the oliices an authelltic c;opy of this pape,': he has produced it to Ihe eyes of 
" Europe. 

" I COme at lall to the difafiroijs day of the tenth of Augun. Had we believed th.ar 
• • 

" Louis h.d commi tted the crimes of which be is accuCed, you would not fec us arthi. 
" bar to give him tbe aid of our courngedus veracity. All your Cuccd!'es lince that da, 
.. have given you the power of being generous-we aJk you only to bejun. He dread • 
.. ed the invafion of his palace; he maintained a more exaa c6rrefpoDdence with the po
u pubr authorities-In fioe, the people came thither. The peocureur-fyndic reads, with 
.. regret no doul)t, the firn artieleof the law, which direa, to repel force by force. The 
.. cannoniers, for ~nfwer, d.ifcharge their cannon before him; then the proeurator-fyndic: 
.. in vites Louis to go to the arrembly; he goes thither: Ofle hour o/ter, our misfortunes 
.. commeDce. How began the ,aion I 1 koow Dot: !linory, perhaps, will kf'lOw nO' 
.. mora than 1. - He is accufed of having revi$wed the troops-Granted. kceufe th.
... m_yor alfo of having v.ifited me pofb. Was OPt Loui, a-confrituted authority I Wa3-
.. not his 3uthority a depofLt in his hands, of which the law forbad him the lean in • 
... (ringeme"t I I Itnow it bas bem faid that Louis excited the inCurreaion, to elrea th~ 
•• execution of his projeas; but who is now ignorant that t his infurreG\ion was CO,ln
.. bine~, matured.; that it ha4 ill agents, its counfel, its dlre&rs;_ who is i&Rorant that' 
" -aCls, tbat:tre3ties on the Cubjea, had been figned ~ 

.. In this hall men have contl:n~ed for tbe glory oE the toentll of Augu{t r come not' 
.. to diCpute that glory; but fince it b.1 been proved that that day war premeditated, how 
.' can it, be made 3 crime to Louis I And you accufe him, and you wowd give judgl1lent 
" again~ him; agail\n him, who has ne~r giveD a fanguin3ry order l againft him, who ae 
~ Varennes prefemd returning a captive .to eX1'Oling thCllife-of a fingle man ;' againll· 

.... ~~ himJ-

• • 
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. ',him, ~ho on the twentieth of June refufed every kind of aid; and preferr~d remalntng 
" alone in Ihe midll of the people. He .. hifiory fpeak-Louis mounted the throne 
.. the age 0 twenty ; he exhibited on it an example of morals, of jull iee, of ",conomy; 
" he abolifhed fervitude in his domains; the peopledefired liberty, he gave it. [Murmurs. l 
.. We cannot deny to Louis the glory of MviDg always antici p. ted th wilhes of h i. 
" !",oplc.-l do not conclude ; 1 appea~ to hillor')'; reco11<Ct th.t hi([ory wil} judge you1 
" judgment." 

I 

Fermond, the prefident, then ./ked Louis if he had any thing to add to tbe defen,C' 
made by his counf~l, 

Louis rofe, and with mixed fenlibil ity and lirmnefs faid, II Citizens, my me.n. of de
" fence are laid before you. I {ball not repe.t them. 1" speaki"g t. ,DU, prrhaps f~r th( , 
" l'!ft lime, I declare to you that my co'nfciellce mak,es mc no reproach, and tbat my de
" fenders have told you nothing but the truth. 1 have never dreaded l1,e public cx;tmi
" nation of my conduCt; but my heart is rent to lind in the .Ctof .ccalf.tion, tbe impa
.. tation of hav ing wifhed to ihcd the blood of the people; and, above all, th.t tbe mis
" fortun .. of the tenth of Augu([ are .ttributed to me. I own, that the many proofs I 
.. bave given upon all occalions of my love for t~e people, and the manner in which I 
., have' .lways·conduCted myfelf, .ppearcd to me fufficient to prove, that I did not fear 
.. to cxpore 111,. own petfon to fpare their blood, and to exempt me for ever from rueb 11D 
U imputation. U 

The keys found at the Garde·MeuMe were then prefented to him, and be was atketl if 
he knew them. .. I know"-Caid hc-" that I delivered keys to Clery; I kno,\' that" 
.. my houfe was forced, and all my furniture broken. I h.d no more occation for keys; 
•• but I know not whether thofe now prerented to me are the fame that I delivered • 
.. From the time that hat eJapfed r cannot recolleCt them." He then retired with the 
f.me c.lmnefs that had attellded him fince he was lirn brought tp the bar; but on goin! 
out a fuddcn flulh overfpread hi. countenance, and a rew teara fell. 

A decree was immediatel,. [rtH'ed, that be {bould be re·conduCted to the Temple; :II 

fecond, tlfu the defence f his counfel fhould be tigned by them, and by hil1l, .nd laid on 
the table; and a third, th t the words, "'I'h, p •• pl. thjiretll;~erty, h. gove it," IV hich had 
exci",d mUlmurs in the Convention, and which the couufel had ([ruck out of their notes, 
ftlould be replaced. tt w.a alfo decreed, that a minute of 'the defence fhould be prep. red,. 
witb the aRillance of the eounCd; and,-on the application of the counfel, that they 
tbouhl .ain in corn:aing the printed proofs of the defence,. copies of wbich were order~ . 
cd to be fent to the eigbty-four departments. 

• 

• 
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O~ the Wly from the T emple to the AIrembly, forve I'~rfoll i~l the carriage with the 

king made mention of fame of the Roman hifiorians, wh k h gave him occauon to fay, 
tb , t h. prcierred T acitus toLivy: he .ecu(ed the latter of having compQ(ed (p,eches fo p 
t he gener.ls , which certainly hnd never been pronounced. On his relum from the . 

[emblv, he preferved the fal11 e f.renity. The l>rocureur had his hat on, which had not 
I)(cn th~ cafe when he was in the carriage with the king the fitll: time I b went to and 
frOI1l the Convention. _ The king took notice of this piece of ruuenefs, by (aying to him • 
.. You had fo rgot your hat the lall t ime you attended me; hut you have been marc care
",(ul of ),our hea lth on this occalion." Ohferving that theprocureur bowed a waved 
his hand with a look of familiarity to fome per(ons in the (lreets, the king faid, .. r fup- . 
.. pofe thefe are citizens of your feaion1" The procureur an(wered, "No, they do 
.. not helong to my feaion; uut they were members of the general council of the tenth 
" of Auguft, u'bom I aiways.Jee wilh plta,,"·t." The mayor held his (nuD.~I>()" in his 
hand: the fecretary of the municipality , look ing at a portrait of M. Charnbon's wife on 
the lid, made the Ilfual o1>fervati on, that the original was handforner than the portrait.
The king a1fo deli reo to fee it; which having do ne, he faid; thst M . Cballlbon was happy 
;n ponc lling a woman more beautiful than ruch • portra't.- The king .. rived at the 
Te.nple in fafety, though the cries of the rabble were more noiry alld frequent than on 
the former day. 

His Illljelly had no fooller withdrawn, than the Convention was convulfed with 3 

vari ety of paffions-Some moving for inlhnt fentence- others for delay; and at l:tft one 
of the moll difgracefu I fcenes was exhihited that eve r was witnefied in aoy aIremblyeven 
of Indians or Hottentots. We give it in the words of their own Proces-Vcrbill: 

,Thuriot, who but t wo days before had raid at the Jacobin cluh, that rather than Louis 
lhould efeape, he would blow oul his braills with hi. own hand, moved that the Con von
t,on OlOuld continue 10 lit till j.udgment was pronounced. Couthon moved, that the 
uifcuffion {hould be opened immediately, anu continued, in preference to dl other mat. 
tefl, till judgment was given. Petion rofe to explain 'Couthon's propofition, and to /hew 
lhat it did not pre-judge the quellion. The Moulltain, feconded by the clamour. of the 
g.alleries, which bad been on their lide during the whole debate, endeavoured to prevent 
his ueing heard. The majori ty at laft loft thei r temper, ~nd forgot their 'dignill' They 
~dV3nceti with men~cing genures to meet their ~ntagonills, and a brawl, in wbich blows 
'Were txchangtd, tnsu,d! II The prelident put on his hat. and declaring that he woulq in
flantl y oxen the utmoft rigo ur of his authority, order was rellored, and PetioR wal 
heard. He fpoke with grief of the fcand.lous fcene that had joll paired; of the facility 
with wh ich men's motives were calumniated; of the atrocity of forcing t\le confcion,e, 
of men, and compelling them to clecide without difcuOing. If We wi/h"-f.id he-" to 
.. examine ev.ery th ing, becau[e we all wifll to 'be jult. The friend, of liberty and of 

., juRice 

• 
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" juCl:iee are not thofe who lhew themfelves tbe mon eager for blood, but thofe wbo winl 
.. to judge on entire conviaion." He concluded with lbewing that Couthon 's moti o.} 
did not narrow the ,lifcuffion, and fat down amid the .pplaufes of the members; but not 
~ lingle mark of approbation from the galleries, to him whofe every word wa$ formerly 
applauded.-The Convention decreed Couthon's propofition. 

A. D. 1793'] On the fourth of January. tile Convention decreed, that all furu'{ 
.as, &c. lbould hear ~ate the SECOND YEAR. 01 the Fre.lch Republ ic ; hereby giving 
another notable inllance Qf the Ilability of opinion in that fapien t A!fembly, the FIRST 

YEAR having lafl:ecf a few days above three months-their own decrce for t he'oboliti,on 
of royalty, and declaring France a republic, bearing date about the t \,~nt}~-firn of 
September. 

On the fifth, the counfel for Lewis tranfmitted to the Conventi on fame obfcrv.tions 
.on a charge made againll him by a member of the Convention, of having con ll.ntly kept 
two minifiers, one onenlible, the other private; and for havi"s, in confeq uence of th is 
fecret minifiry, fent Hayman to 'Prullia. They reminded the Convention that L ouis, a~ 
the time when he projeaed his journey to Montmidi, had tranfmitted to Bouillo: the (um 
,of nine hundred and ninety-three thoufand livre!, of whicll he ordered him to gi ve an I 

account, after his return to Paris. Bouill6 baving retired to Luxembourg, Mon £ieur, 
, . 
"fbo went tbither al(o, finding himfelf without refources, took from Bouill o the fum of 
f.x hundred and feventy thoufand livres. It was from this (um that the princes took 
three thoufand four hundred livrea for the expencc of Hayman's journey to Proffia 0" 
Ihl killg's jtrVi<e. This expreffion was the confcquence of 0 very extraordinary .Efeaa
tion in the princes, when they fanned regiments, or entered into negociations with fo 
reign power.. Louis'could not prevent his brothers from abufing his name. CI You 
CI will remember,"-faid the cou,irei-Clthat in the denunciation made on the thirty-fi rj1: 

• " of M';Irch to the National AH'embly, in the name of Lou is, by the minifier, Dumou-
I ' rier, of a treaty between the emigrant princes a/ld prince Hohenloe, Dumourier was 
.. fIlIrticularly charged to te!lify to the A!fembly hoW' much Louis was oflliaed and dif
u trelfcdon accouot ofth;. !lep. You will recolleaalfo, that on the fifth of July, L ouis 
" denounced a J.:).n of eight millions, negociated by the princes in Holland, by one 
It Hare1-la-Verier: The following remark will ferve as a compleat r~futat ion of the 
.. abovt:A!liarge: Hi,l ~here ui!led a fecret minifiry, fome proofs of it would have bcell 
" di(covered among the papers foond at the Thuillcries, when the palace was attaeked, 
"as Louis Wat ill h.bit of preferving all his papers.""-The Convention ordered that 

tlria lettet, aIld fom other pieces, filould he printed. 

For feveral day. after the defenee, the Convention was mo!lly occupied iii hea ring th e 
opinions of the memben, all of whom prefaccd their di(courfes, by cJeel>ring a con vi c
li!)n of tho king's guilt. They differed however with (efpea to th e penalty he had it!-

5 D ' curred 
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'Curred i_many fie; g of opinion that jonice and policy forbaUe t;je pain! 6f dC3tl1: all 
the Rol andins, Brilfotines, and Girondifls. were of thil number. D~"toh's and Robef-

• 
"ierre's party argued for lMME1)(ATE 1>EATrr; ."J became fo imJlati~nt at the delay. 
flo m attending to the different h~rang ues. that they repealeil the deeree t"'iY had p3f1"ed i 
few day s beror~; and, inftd,l of hearing every member from the tribune, lne, refolved 
hat the difcourfes Ihould be printed, ~Jld, bid on the tahle, to be read by thofe who 

chofe. and rhe fourteenth of January appointed for pronouncing ultimately. It was 
nor till the Mreell th, however, that rhe firO: ,ppe.1 was made, owing to the Idng ana 
\\' .1IIn difcuffions which rook place, before it was determi ned in what termr, and in wlo:\t 
or6er. the quefiions Ihould be fiated, on which the Conventlob was to deciDe: at laO:, 
it w.s ;Iecrecd that che following quenibnS Ihould be PUt to all the rriembers, lUld de! 
cided by the nominal appeal: 

I. Is Lou is Capet, late king of France, guilty of a confpiracy againll 'llberty, ahd of 
attempts againfi the general fafety of the Stats I Yes, or No. 

2 . Shall the judgment to be pronounced all l:.ouis, be fdllfnltted to the ratib~atio6. or 
the people in the primary alfemblies 1 Yes, or Nb. 

3. What punilhment has he incurred I 

Thefe queflions appe.r to have been.artfully arr.nl:ea in tl1;S oraer,lo render tile "iog's 
ondemnatioo more certain. 

As the littings had been declared permanent till the COllvention nlo'uld cOrtle to ali 
ultimate decilion on tile fate of the fallell monarch, ,he topic was fevera. li,nes re(umetl; 
previous to the .day of fin al conlidet3tion. To attempt to convey an idea of the pro: 
ceedings, would only he to give a difgufling detail of fanguinary and ferocidusll,rangues, 
011 the one lide, headed by Egalit':, Marat, Robefpierre, IXc. all tending to the fame 
point, and infilling, and violently clamouring for the hlood of their devoted vitlim; 'on 
the other hal!d, the Girondifls and Moderates contending that fmaller punilJuflentsr 

fuch ar ilnprifollmcnt, banilhment, IXc. bell befitted the nature of the offences commit
ted, and the rank of the offender. But to the dlfgrace of th.t AfI"embl,. there was no
party to be foun,lleaning to the lide of mercy. nor fcarcelya fingle member who had 
not in his own mind already pre:condemned the iIIuRriou$ prifoner. 

, 

As the Conv~ntion could proceed no further th.n propoling the form of each mem
ben delivering his opinion on the fourteenth, 01\ account of the extreme length of de
~ate to which thofe proceedings gave rife, the bulinef. was necelTatily deferred to the ' 
fucceeding day, when the Convention pafiCd the following decree, That in yoting on the, 
feveral queflions reJatillg to the tri~l of Louil, the anfwer of each member Diall be en
tered after his name; lila! this lift null be printed ane! feDt to the eight1-four depart-

lIIentt-

\ 
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lI1Ientu and that abrent members ihall be allowed to give their opinion on their return 
:to the Convention.-The £rfi quefiion was tben put to the vote: "Is Louis guilty of ' 
." eOQfpiracy again It the !;berty of the nation, and of attempts, againfl: the general fnfety 
co of the fiate 1" Oneof the feeretaries called over the names in tlle alphabetical order of 
the departlnents. TI~e names being called over, Vergneaux, the prefident, faid; of feven 
11\lIldred and thirty,avc voters, .r;x-and-twcnty have been .bfent by leave ; fiv.e ~y ilJr 
nefs; one for caufe unknown; fill-and-twent'y have made various declarations, lind fix , , . 
hundred and ninety-three have voted for the affirmative .'. I do declare, in tbe name of 
the Conventiol). !. 

• 

.. THAT LOUIS CAPET IS GUILTY OF CONSPIRACY AGA1NST 

'f THE LIBERTY OF THE NATION, AND OF ATTEMPTS AGAINST 

.. THE GENERAL SAFETY OF THE 8T ATE.". . 
, 

'rhe fecond ,quemon was then put to 'the vote: "Shall recourf •. be. had to the appeal 
"to the people belOre infliCting puniihment I" A great number of members ~ffigned rea
fons for voting againfi the appeal. Almo(\: all of them reemed to dread it, as a fouree of 
civil war. Ma;'y of the members cxprelfed their indignation at having feell the n eare(~ 
relation of Louis vote .guinfi h'-ro. To which he replied, "I thi"k only of my dUly, and 1 , 
" I fay-No 1"-This fecond vote of Egalite bfOught the following remark from BJr-
baroux; OJ It is titpe for the French people. to refume the ellereife , of their fupremacy, 
"1 to cruQi a faCtion, in the midft of which I fee Philip d'OI'l.eans, whom r denounc~ to 
" the whole Republic. I know that I expofe my(elf to all their poi nards ; but, as the 
" life of,man is uncertain, 1 think it my duty to make this declaration .'." 

The calling over of the names WJS not eoncluded till eleven o'\,lock. Twenty mem
bert were .bfent by leave; 'ten did not vote; three were indi(po(cd; three were abrent 

I· 'fVithout kllowncaufe; four hundreli and twenty· four v.oted for tbe negative. and two 
~und!"Cd and eighty-three for the affirmative. The preficlent declared, 

" THE NATIONAL CONV,ENTION DECREES, THA'r THE JUDG

.. MENT WHICH ' IT SHALL PRONOUNCE UPON LOUIS · CAPET, 

" 8H~ NOT BE SUBJECTED TO AN APPEAL TO ~HE PEOPLE." 

.7 Amoog tiler., was Elalit6 til 

t! So darin, and "ioienL had ~een tho endenVO\lr!l oC tho £:1£\iol\ to protluHe the dcJjg'ns of Eg:l1it6, that' the 
""embers of tho Convention could not but be r~mfible of his iM:\mOu5 iotontion or (ubve.rting the monil\'cby, ill 01'· 

'" ~et C!i~her to poffers the lovernmellt rumfelt, or to have it d~ptl\dant on 1¥.' influence; ;wd he \Val lhu, openJy 
cuIld of criminal eadoa¥ou,rI to eotain the ""wn, 01' 1'1~ J~n the regenty_ 

, 
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Previoul lothe d~rc\lffiOT\ of the t hinl quefiion, fCYI!r31 wem\k'rt obftf\'cd, lh3t liS the Con
'\'('nl ion wiOlcd to exel'cife the ftl II a ions of judges, t hey ought to :\dopt the (orin gtlltratly 
ured, of not condemning!1t1 :u:cufed rc;rfon but by:\ m:.jority of two .. thircs ¥ the yotcl. 

o Aftcr fome dttb;l te the Convention determined, th:n the tmjority Ihould be fic\,plt, that IS, 
tn :lt Dh~ fuoulcl be :'I mJjority . At :'I!,]u:arrer p3n fev en :'It night. the Coo~(ntion pro· 

ecled tq the nom;n;) 3ppeJI'" upon this 9ueRi on: .. Wh:lt punilhment ougl)t to be in .. 
I I flia~d on Louis Capet 1 "_Althou~h' w~ 111wt :'Intici patC\\ the fentimtn:. of the Con
' etHicn in gtncral , we trul1:l l'ketch of the opiniolls of :I. few of the molll~ding mem
ben of both p.lft;es, :IS illdiridu:l lly dcli\'e red on th is mClIl or:lble occafion, will not be 
ugaccept3hle- to our readers. 

A1(1ihll, who (pOke nr{t, vOled for ,II:Pth; :lUd requened , ;It the fll me time. 11ut the Con. 
ventioll wou ld take into confidtration, whcthe~ they ought to rct:ml, or to I-: ~nen th3t' 
puniO,menl.--Grnfin1lr, ~rtcr h:l Ying demanded that they fhould :'Irl'1y to Louis the 
punHhmelH 3ward~ to high t(eafon in the criminal codc, tlprdrcd his de1ire, in order 
to l)ro Ye to Europ\: ltlllihe reprefentOltiYci of tlle F letu:h people m:lde no exception in 
{,.,'our of nny guilty perrOn I, th~t they ihoald give oroers lor the min illers of jullic::e to 
profeeute the a(l'a t'linl of the fccond of September. Th is propef"'l of Gen(olloe did not 
i nlimiJ.lt t the f:lIlguinnry f:u9iol\ to w1lieh he alludcc1.-l'hifippt £ga/ill. in pronoune· 
ing tbe fel\u~nce of OC;'l th, (aid, ''In(cnfible to eyery fenthm:nt but that of my d\.lIY. 
1/ eonyinceo 11131 thofe who con rrire againfi theircotmrry defene death, I vote forde.th .'· 
--Salin. " A II we h:J \" ~ lefr jr the choice df tile c\"jls which t!lTcat(n our country_fttr .. 
~. lun ~ld y L ouis the Sixteellth lea yes after him a UlAn who, of all otben, is the fiuen to 
H tlifguq us with roY3Iry."--C,nJ,rrCl. II 1'do not vote forde:ah, as I neYcr ib211 gllft' 
. j my voice for it: I do not vote for ilUprifulltnent, b~~ ufe 1 am a judge, and th~ (en
I< t~nce of imprifoll llle!lt it to be (ounJ in nO' 13w ; bllt 1 vote for the dlfcutJioq of the 
,. molt imporr ant poin t :trter the fcont enee of death; whether it will be t'xpcditnt to defel" 
" or r eeder.at IIIC execu tion of Ihe (entenee" "-1]"a/mllt . It), is at 1II~b. repu,!).nt to 
" my eharader 3$ to my principle •• to pronout\<e:! (e!llenee:! of cleath agaiail an,. man elf~ 

... cept a tyr31l1 1D• for:J lynnt appears to me not to be a man . At prefcl1t it is not 1 

.. who pronounce th :lt (entence, hIlt the lnw. This Dlall be tht" firft and the (lftl,. t,iane 

.. of my life, that th::tt tC"Iible word (lull procctd from U'ly mouth > fodJhouJd not con,.. 

eto Tile ,., .. , Ap/'lr.l, ~i.If'\lelll)f the Coovcnlion, ()/'I thc rrc{enl M..J {,vnal (u},lcqaem OCWlons.~\ OI'..J,1' to 
iru1i\"i..J~;ue th~ Qpin~. \"Of tbe memllen, w.u A ftsu~tion conduCteoJ In tl,c {fllInvm" mlnner. The> I~"fe lary 
~Icd over moe ".mu (If tbe mell'be .... ill the or4er of II .. dc"artmtQIl, IIn.1 evel}' oclf: In tu lUI n aftendeoJ Ihe 
Iribl.OC'le, (rom ,..hencc hc olch\"ete\l hit Yote, I nd thofe who thou,lIt I'roper Url:lU\Cil tbc ~'(\lm which iDJuced 
their dk~ (''''''' 

,0 II WI)' be prope r lo.rem:bk here. that no other ftylc was ,dorl~, (,nee Ihe (ird mUli/" 0{ the Nuiconal 
COlJncntiOll ,,,,'ben ("nk.inJ of hi. m~ CI\ll1, II T ... ""'''A Ill," " c,..UT," "LOl'It TH. l,.AST," .. TNA r .. ,_ 
(0 '0 NU," &1;:, &I.e. to,cther with C\"ell oc.her desradillJ or ironlal epithet ,,-hh; h themalic.iol.Ol InSemlClr of thefe 
i"'a"'i~1 anll merdld~ lelillatorf coul..J invent" E~cn the p.lronlmie "fUnlO fI 8._ "II. ~UIKJ\Illy ommotd, pro
\r.ibly ,. urryll'l; A poP'llar (000,1, t nJ remindln, Ipe people of thcir (",\"ourclo Uenl}' tlW' ,,'o.u(lli. On tho lirA 
,*,uptio'1 o( Ihlt infullin! 17"'''-'', Lo.Ii. 1Illlured CO be much hurt \ bllt lu. fcelina' loon !Ilbfllkd, and lie rlli.eif'e ll 
'!W/.as be ..Jld every relul')tcd iLlfull) willi cwnl1o!J .ad ~fi,nation. 
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•• tioue in eltiilence had my country ~nother king to condemn. I vote for the punifh
.. ment of death "-DYligo),lt. " I will OlOt COlter into ~ny compoftlion with tyronts • 
.. I yote for death, and a (peedy execution of the (entence "-Garron de Go,dOll. " I ~m 
.. of ol)injoll, th;)! we C'I1110t e'Xercife, at the fame time, the funetions of accufers, 
.. judge" and j~ry. The people did not deleg.te to ~s the right of pronouncing with
I< out their r.tific.tlon. I cOlltid'r it to be tyr'lIny. when men pbce themfelvt~v~ 
I< that ever.facred law. the Sovereignty of the People 1 refpea the opinions of thofe 
.. who entertain fOlnimellts different (rom mine. but I c.nnot ~dopt them."-Pont d. 
Prrd,lII. "Louis has ,gone beyond the bounds of his cOllfiitutional inviolability. 1 f~ 
.. the fame difference between thofe crimes provideJ for by that conflitution which he 
.. firflaonihilated. ~nd thofe of which he has rendered himfelf 'guilty, ~s between p9i
.. foning and .lIamn~tion. P .. he h~s exceeded the menfure of the crime, the punifh
.. ment incuned fhould be the greater. The king, as ,n indi'l'idual, h~s placed himfelf, 
.. in regard to puni(bmcnt, on a fooling with unp'ivii~ged confRirators; for, in regard 
"to criminality, he h~s be~n ~Iw~ys pri~il,'ged. He is more crimiJl~1 thM they-Should • • 
.. this be , rea fOil for tre~!ing him with lefs fevelity I The Rights of M~n IQudly e)C-
.. c1~im againll: fuch injunice. They' would repro~ch me with difguifing it under the 
.. name of policy; with covering it uncter the pufillanimous pretence of falfe incorn
.. petence; and with wc,knefs, Ihould 1 fulFer myfelf to be frightened with vain phantoms: 
.. Louis h~. been accufed by the whole natlon of h~ving cOllfpired' againO: it. We have 
"declQ"d him guilty. l\{y confcience bids me oprn the penal code: it pronounces 
.. ag~inO: Loui. the fentence of death. which fever,1 of his accotl}plices h~ve ~Ire~dy 
"fulFcred."-C"",6om·c; ... The National Convention"in my opinion, ought to de
.. cree, tlut Louis has incurred the punilhment pronounced hy the law againn confpira
" ·tors. The execution of this aecree ought, however, to Lc fufpen~ed till the ce(f~tioll 
.. of honiliticl, when the Convention, or the legin.tive body who /hall f\lcceed it, m~y 
.. finally determine tefJ>eeting the fate of Louis; who, in the me~n time, fhould be kept 
II in confinement. But io c,f. the enemies of the republic fllall il)v~de the French ter
.. ritories, the d~cree ought tbat inlbllt to be put in exccution."-:....Robtjpirrre . .. Be
t< eaufe you have eJhbhlhcd yourfelves the judges of Louis, withollt the ufu,1 forllls, 
.. 3fe YOI\ Icf, his judges 1 You cannot feparate your quality of judge from that of legif
... l~tor. Thefe two (Iu.lities are iudivifible. You have acknowledged the crillles of 
u the tyr.a~i! is your duty 10 punilh thelll. Nocon/ideration /llould make you hetitare 
.. iC'fpe6\rg the puni/llnlelll refav,' d for the gre~tefl crimin~1 that ever elilled. I vote fol' 
.. death.' -DanIOJl. "I ~m not one of thofe flatefmen who know not how to deter
.. mio~ hut from politic.1 contider:>tions. I ~m ~ republican, and do not hetit.te refpea
U ing tbe choice of the punifhment rcfe(vetl for Louis the LaO:. You ought to IIrike ~ 
~rror Into tyrants by all inllexibility of ch~ra6\er. I vote for 'the punifllOlent of 

I death."-Manutl . .. Some have fpoken to us of the Rom~ns: their cxnlllple h~s been 
os cited; but ought we, can we difpenfc with 3ckno .. ledging this eternal truth, that the 
.. right of de.tb belo!)!!s only to nature. Had Louis bern brought before ordin~r1 

, d • 
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.. jud~es, they could not have avoided proooullciog the I'uniihment of death; bllt we, 
, " reprefentati.es of the people, who are not bound to confult a penal code, ridiculoully 

.. atrocious-We, whom the IlMion has feot to difcover error, anrl to proclaim truth, do 

., not hefitnte to fay, that the life of a man, though criminal, is not <a: the difpofal of 

.! focict y. I vote for the imprifolll\lcllt of the tyram, during the continuoote of the war • 

.. in th ~t place where tbe vi6\ims of hi s dcfpotifm lallguifhed; and for his expullioll 
\' wlitn' peace {hall be fccured."- Cotldo'·(CI. "1 declue that no circl1mfianee, except 
.. th prcfenr, could induce me to pronouaee (enrenceof death againll: anyone. I re
I' qllch: that the feverell: punifhment, next to death, may be infli6\ed on Louis ; but ill 
., cafe death fll.ll be pronounced ~g.in1i him, I r.quell: th't the ipolitical cOllfideratioil, 
" .prefented by Maihle, viz. "Whether the punithihelll ougl1t to be accelerated or rc
.. tarded /" may be difculI'ed."~DlICOi. co At a time when I am .boutto pronounce-on 
.. the fate of Louis, tbe ci·dc'lJont king, my duty to my coofiituen!s and to n~y COI)
" fcience, requires that I fllould declare thofe prin~iples whi~h have dlreCl:cd my judg- II 

.. ment and opinion. Inev.r thought that the Nati~nal Convention ought to judge 
"Louis. I never doubted that they had a right to do fo.; but J thought it was not prope,!' ~ 
.. for them to exercifo that right, They decreed, that tbey would try him. Had a fenCe of I 
.. my duty, and o( my incompetence, rejeCl:ed that decree, no power on carth coul')have 
" forced mc to have executed it. It was repugnant only to my opinion, and my.opinion 
.', was Ulent before that of the majority. I voted againfi (ubmitting the fentenee to lhe 
.. fanCl:ion of the people, becaufe this appeared fubverlive of every principle of reprefcn
u tative governl)lent under which I with to live and dIe ; for it is clear to me as de!l'iun
.. firation, that there can b~ no liberty but ullder fuch a government; and becaufe thfl 
" people cannot at the fame time preferve and delegate the uercife of their.powers-have 
" reprefentatives and be unreprefente~ . With regard to the forml employed in conauCl:
.. ing this bufinefs, 1 am of opinion tbey have gone beyond the ufuai rules. As the 
" t,rial ought to have gone heyond them, 011 account of the fingular fiate of the ac
" cufed, and lhe particubr nature of the accufation, I thought it neceH'ary to ex~min" 
.. whether . they were conformable to the laws and ufa.ge. of the tribuna~l but if tbey 
" wcre fuilicieot to convinc~ me, the divifion of the judiciary funCtions into thofe of ac
" cufers, jury, and judge, by the law, is at once a precaution. and mUllS takeD by fociety 
" foil' the better admi niOration of jufiice-this divifion. however, is 1I0t junicc. ]ull:ice 
.. conlins in a jull: :lpplication of laW to £a6\&-This i. what 1100.1< for ~ the prefent 
"trial. I dochre, that the extraordinary fiate of the accufc:d could alone m~ me cqp
.. ceive and approve the extraordinary form of the fentenee, ""hieh fuould be ' lingular, 
" 3 $ is lhe cafe wbicb it is about to determine. I declare, belides, tbat if the Conven
" tion 'hould wifh to pars (entence ~ainll: a common citizen, by employing theume vio
C< Inlion of forms, I O.ould confider it as criminal and tyrannical, and llhould denounce 
" it to the French nation. Citizens, it evidently appears to me, from aD attenti •• eu
i, mination which 1 have made of the conduCl: of Louis during the coune of tbe 1~&iJla~ 
.. live alfcmbly, ~nd ftol11 the pa.pcrs foun~ either in the Tbuilleriel, or at the !wllr. of 
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.. the intendant of the civil lifi, that Louis, the c;.atVont king, is convi8ed of having 
" confpired againfi the general fafety or the fiate, and aglinCl tbe liberty of the nation; 
.. and that he confequently ought to undergo the punilhment appointed by the pellal 
" code for crimes of that oature. C iti7.eos, to condemn a man to death is, of all t he 
.. facl'ifices w.hich 1 have made to nly country, that alone which ought to p,c acco~nted 

.. as any thing "-Tbomat Paine . .. I vote for the provilional confinement tf-l.elllt', 
.. and for his cxpulr.on after the war."-Bl'iJfot. "It would have been delirable that 

• 
.. the punifhment to be inBi8ed on Louis fhould have been pronounced by the whole 
.. nation. It would h.lYe been the lien method of'cnrrying along with us the 'fentimeQts 
.. of neighbouring notiol1s, .nd of defe:lting the proje8s of the tyrants of Europe, who , 
.. t1elire the punifhll1ent of Loui., in order to excite, with more fuccefs, indignntion nnd 
" hatred againn the National Can'veotion. But as the AlI'embly have thought 'proper 
" to rejea the appeal to the people, 1 am now clc.rly of opinion, that the only way of 
"avoiding the dangers which threaten us, is to pronounce the punilhment of death, . 
'J agmnfl Louis, and to defer its execution to 'the moment -when the.people /hali have 
0' farlalbn .. d the conltituti6D ~hich we !han prefent to t11em. I know that, in fome 
.. fellte, the opinion whidh I tleliver ntay be caluml\ibted; I ha~e only to offer, ill reply to' 
.. rt:y enemie8. my honolltB!>le poverty. The moment, perhaps, is not far diftant, when 
.. I /lfull be'ql1eath it to Iny child""h; but while I Jive, I will erett lhyfclf, with all my 
.. power, for the maintenance of order; without Which, a l'eJlublic t:in only 'be a combi
" 'lation of ruffians. 1 declare, as a man who hdi':l prtlfollhd knOWledge of our fuccet's, 
.. of our refources, and of thofe of the powers who threaten us, that we have nothing 
,', to fe~r f!'om king', Abd their f.tdlites; and r -;liltl, thatH we do not dellrby that (ylicm 
t· of .diforgabizatlcm which h"l'IIifcd rts'audaciou~ he~d, the republic is lolr." 

The difcuUion was n'ow interrupted for 3 while by the receipt of 3 letter from the de· 
fenders of Loui.; on te:adinll which It was decteed, that they Ihould be heard after th'e 
refult of the nominal appeal fhould be proclaimctl. The prelident then announced that 
he wugoing to proclaim the refult of the nominal appeal. The moll profouna /ilellce 
prevalltd for fevel'l~ minutes. He thtll faid, .. The AlI'cmbly is compofed of feveu hun
j, dretl and fotty-fi,e membel'$-One Of thefe is dead, lix indifpofed, two abfent withour 
.. c:aufe, and cenfured in the triinutes conformable to the decree, eleven abrent upon com
e' miftio

t 
~d fourwhodb'not v')tc; miking..jn all, twenty.three members who h.ve given 

.. no-op' ion. The number of votes is thus reduced to feven hundretl and twenty-one • 
.. In er that there lDIIy be a majority, it is necelI'ary that there fhould be a union of 
.. t hundred :and lixty-one fuffrages . Twenty-one members h~ve votetl for death, 
.. ith tbe demand of a di(cuf!lon on the period of his execution;. one has voted for 
, lleath, with the me"" of its commutation or delay; two (01' death, not to be c.rried. 
" into execution till peace, unlef. in cafe of an invalloll of the French territory, ill which·' 
"lDIbnce, to-be il¥Uflcd. w.ithin twenty· four hours after fuch invalion has. taken place ;' 

.. twO' 
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.. two for imprifonment in chains; three hundred nnd nineteen for imprifonment and 

.. baniihment; tnree hundred and fixty-fix for death!" The prdident then proceeded 
to pronounce the following fentence; 

I . . , 
. .. I DECLARE -THEN, IN THE NAME OF T~lE CONVENTION, 
.. . !llftT THE PUNISHMENT .WHICH iT PRONOUNCES AGAINST 
.. LOUIS CAPET IS-DEATH I" 

• 

Ti,e three defenders of Louis Capet were lhen admitted to the bar. One of them 
(Dc Seze) faid, .. Citizens reprefent~tive., tho law and decrees have iDtrufied to UI tbe 
.. facrcd funcHon of the defence of Louis. We come, with regret. to prrli:nt to you 
' 0 tM loll: a.Cl: ,of our f.unCl:ion• Louis has given to us his cxprefs charge to read to YOIl 
•• a 1ettr.r Jigned with his OWII hand, of which tho followillg is a copy; . . -

.. lowe to my own honoW', lowe to ,my family, not to fubfcrihe to a fentenee which 
,. declares me guilty of a crime with which I cannot actufe myfelf. In cnnfequence. I I 
" app~al to the nati~n, fooll! the fcnteDce of its reprefentative.; and I commit, by tbefe 
" prerents •. to the fidelity of my defenders, to make known to the National Convention 
.' this .ppeal, by all the means in tneirpower, and to dem.nd that mention ofitbe made : 
.. in the minutes of their fittings.- • I 

" Given at Paris, JaD. 16th, 1793' (Signed)" Loul~.'~ 

• 
De Seze then refumed hi~ fpcech He reminded the Alfembly that the decree of death I 

bad only be~n pronounced by a majo~ity of Jive voices, while the otb~r part of the Af- I 
femb1y were of opini9n, that the fafetyof the country required ;another decifioD. He 
warmly conjured them toexami". anew theq\1eJlion of appeal, and to grant to human'ity," 

, to tl,e interen of tlie fiate, all that jull:ice might not fetm imperioully to claim. I 

. rro~f,et, .noth.er of the defenders of Louis, protell:ed ag.inll: the decree, by whicb the 
Alrembly had declared that the fentenee Lhould be pa1l'ed, like iu other dec_I, by an ab~ 

·fohuc majority. Be detnanded the r~peal of the decree. obCer~Lng, that o. tbe peDal 
code had ferved as the ba/is of the opinion of thofe who had prooounced tbe puniihment 
,of ,Ie.th. the AJI'embly ougbt. conform_.bIL to that code, not to pronol1nc\PU~ilh'" 
ment, except by _wo-thirds of the voices. 

. - . , . 
Lamoignon Molelheibe~. the third couofcl of Louis, begged the C.oovention f"~low 

him t tll to·morrow to prefent fome obfervatioOl on.the kind of majority which to I ' m 

~cemed nccdrary, before fentence ' /bonld hwe been pronounced. He regretted th.t 
f.ou ld hol fpeak extempore with lu'lIieient fleilit,. to enable him to explain hi. iclcas. 
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The prefident informed tbe counfe! ,. that the Convention woul<l take their rcquclta 
, lnto'confideration, and invited them to 'the honouu of the' litting., ' 

. 'On a'motion made by Robefplerre, the Conyen'rion decreed-I. That the appeal inter" 
jlofed by Loui. Capel is null, being contrary to the rights .or the people, and to the powe; 
of I,ational (eprtfentation; and that all citizens are forbidden to Cupport this at.i:-di ~ 
clet pain of Iidng PU~ia,ed as dill:urbers of the public tranquillity.-2. That there are. 

, "0 gro'!nds for atfepding to the remonllrances of the counfel of Louis, itt regard to the 
Datllre of the majority which paired fentenee upon him. • ' 

, " 
The difcullion of 11,0 quefilon, Whether it would be proper to fufpend the enellti"n 

df the fentence paired agai'nll Louis, Capot, was ;djourned ro next day. The Conven
tion rofe at eleven. at night, after a fitting which continued thirty.fi ,. llours. At this 
Ltting the Spani/h court, through trle medium of ih' minill:er, made a becoming inte!'- ' 
'}lOGtion on the part of the unfOl'tunate Louis; but the reading of 'th. letter was rejeaed 
with eq ud haughtinefs and imprudence. 

'The day 'following :Dreard moved,-l. Th'at. the fecretaries fuoold retire, and make 
out a copy of the minutes, that it might be prefented to the COllvention to-morrow, at 
the opening of the f!tting.-2. That the Convention fuould order an add refs to the peo
ple, on the, trial of Louis Capet, to be drawn up.-7hur~'ol. " .r oppofe the f.cond pro. , 
' .. polition, ~s contrary to the dignity of the Convention, and to the glory of the Frenel, 
.. people; fince ,it would, on the one hond, reprefent the trial of Louis.:ls an illegal aa, 
r, which had need to be jufrified; and would, on tile other, be fnppofing, that a number 
.. of the French people were partiz.ns of the tyrant. 11~ove, th~t tbe fccretaries ala!l· 
,j immediately prefenl the exae\ rtCult of the appe/ nominal ; and that the Convention' , 
U /hall not feparate, until they have determined on the refpite demanded i!l favollr of 
.. Louis."-'I'ailim. "I fecond this ,motioll/ro". mOlives of ""manitf. Louis knows 
.. that he is condemned; wouljrt not be tho htight of ba.'lmiry to (uffer him to remail} 
.. 10llg in the ho<ribie agony of lufpc:nfe 1"-COlilholl • .. I requeft,;'1 the lIame of bu • 

• 

"1' It ~ be melltioned hero, 'tI.Of, ex.clulive of tbe cOllnr,,} choren by Louis (or l\ii doCence, fevcral qf tit .. for-. 
mer a ro.nts madFyari~"s eflbrts to ett.'\bliCh hi$ innoc:oI1c:O. Among there ftood M. Caza16s, {o diA:in$lJiJl1cJ ill 
tbe.fir AR'eJI\bly by his teal (or m'Onan:'hl Bnd ariftocrae)r, and whu was then i,n EnglaJlu ; he: {olicit~d, though he 
kn it mu,ft. bt at cb. riGt .of hj, )ife, a pa{fport, to enable him to appC.'lf W coun(el for L.ouis ; the (Qnl~ offer was 

by M. Narbonae, OIC~minifter of war, ana M. LaUy-Toland. I a mora feeble effort WJS macJc by M. do 
Quill', who tr~;tlefl an attdbtion in his lavout', rofpe.ffinc tbe (Ugbt to MQntrni4i, :lOd a letret (If M. Choifeut, 

tel'ti(ying the kine's diCploa:'ur. at tbo moneywhic:h remained in the IlI.ods of BouiU6 on thlit account', having heen 
f paid to bis brothers_ M . .Bertrand alto, ex .. miniller of tho marine, tJlcn an emigrlUlt in£ngland, o!fcreu to apponr /jI,( 

an e.idence. He trammittotl pipe" co prove that both pllrtior J)cgodac6d witb the-king in fcrret 1 but thefe p",{>en. 
",ero riot prod\lced, beaut.dler would hIVe proved iatal ,to the .(!har:la-er of Danton, La Croix, 1nd other of tn, 
I<.,de", both of the JacoblA AIle! Girolld. p ... ~,. • 

• 
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"manit)', Ihal Tallien', IDol ion may be adopted. Lc.ui' i. informed of hi, (lilt, cftry 
.. moment of delay is a punilhment, and, to many people, fucb a punilhmcnt wOllld lie 
.. worfe than dealh. E.V('y f(ntence in criminal cafe. ought 10 be ex(cuted in four-and
" Iwenly hours. I well know, that by Ihis grJnd example of julliee, we ~all draw 
•• down UpOII our heads the fury and vengeance of tyrants; but thefe re8qCliolll hne no 
··~ei&l'Vere; .nd fuch is the fervice ~e render to humanil). that We tear aGde the 

..-v'eil, gi ve to the people of .11 nations all idea of their force; and, hy firikil\g oIF the 
.. head of Louis, (hike aU tyrants. I fupport, then, the motUm of TaHiell, and requefl 
.. that the following article may be .dded to the fentence of death, vi7..-The execu
." tlve council /lull immedia~ely ftnd the preCent decre(, by exprefs, to the eighty-fllur 

< uep:lrtments. It Ihall be e)tecuted in the Pl.cc de Caroufel, and an account of its exe
.. cutioll 1h.1l be delivered in four-and-twenty hours."-R,hrfpierrl • .. We hilYe voted 
" for ihe death of Ihe tyrant ..... we '!lUn no longer think "f n~goci;1tiDg with tyranny. 
" r cannot .1I0w myfelf to imagille, that there is in this Convention a lingle man who 
.. will refufe to pa~ticiplte in Ihe glory of dUll CDJllt;ge by which we 4.0111 fceure the a:l
., miration of pofierily II Witb reg.rd 10 the quefiion of a ref pile, I think YOIl ought t~ 
.. Cet it afide through bumallily If you do not deterll'line ~n the courfe of this fittrng, 
" 1 requefi tbat your utmo{\: uelay Ilily only be an adjournment lill to-marrow."-.After 

. much altercation tbis requell was complied wilh. Before Ihe Congention adjnnrned, a. 
fl.\ l y report was fpread, of attempts bavir.g been made to fel Are to the apartmentl of thor 
late killg. It was, however, adued, that they had been perceived time CAOOjIh co ~ 
v(nt any bad coofequences. • 

011 Saturday:, the nineteenth, Marat uemanded that tbe Afi'em"ly Biolllcl deCfCC that; 
there is no room to ueliberate on the quefiion of delay, and thn tbe tyrant be "nt to 
punilhment within four-and.twenty bOUfI.-P'"1 J. Ytrdlm. "The "dion ,ro
" pofed to you to-day has been :llread), completely 4lfctdred. You have fllveral ti .. es 
.. ukcn up.the quellion of delay upon political conflllcralion .. and likewife in the elij;! 
.. cuffinn on the appeal 10 the people, and thlt which preccdedthc lall .n,1 rum;"'/. fa 
« t~at tkey .propoCe 10 you to rrcur to a quelliGn which hn been .lrc:acly throe times de
l< c,ded. 'I hey propofe to you 10 entail upon YOllrfel ... , with refpea to forei&n na. 
<I tions. Ihe fcandal o~ having prOIlO\1lleell fentenee of death before YOIl had eUl1lined 
I< whelher. upon l'olille:al confiJeratlons, it ought to be cxccatt'd." Gt1I~. "r. 
« a~prove of the op;l1ioll of Pons; bur if it il not proper to Ol'CUpy ;dong ti_ 1 tbe 
" d.feuflion of the delay, at leaf[ il is IIcedl'ary to take the mcafore calculated to ~ ''1re 
" thc gellcr,,! farety, berore we earry into oucutioo the fcntenee .r dearh. The Ca1t • 
.. vention ought 10 fummon to its bar lite conft'tuted authorities, in order to obtain i-r . 
• " fonllarion whether the fiate of Paris give. reafon to apprehe,ld an, diaurbance; if the. 

- " execution {hould uke place within jour-ancl-u.cnty hOllIS. It it fllDpCr to proftle 
« for the fecuriry of perf on, and property, and p8rticuluJ,. to pat under the protedion 
.. of the laws tbe children of the condemned fuIFerer; for the. execution ought not to . 

.. di4l0nour . 
• 
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.. dilhollour the National Convention. I dem~1Il1, then, that the information whi~b r 
.. require on all tbefe poiots, be .immediately ordcrcd.":-;"Bn:::ot reprefenred the per· 

, (onal danlicrs which threatened thofe who . approved of a d".y. he was infenfible to 
fuch conlidentions. The Alfemhly, in order to abridge the trial of Louis, had b<cll 

1

', . compelled to neglect forne cufiomary forms. This deficiency ot forlllS, which ill the ptt:
fent moment was of little confequr.ncc, might he matter 6f feriouI reproach t he C 'I

v_ution with ponerity; if, by the delay, thcy'did not prove that the whole of their 1'1'0 

ceedings had been inBueneed by jullice, .:md not by Ilrrcipitancy. "1 concludc"-(aid 
he-" that the ex.cution of the felltence of death be deferreJ till the expullion of fill 
.. Ih, Bou,·hom . . 1£ ,lou n.c not remove the perfol:s c,ollueClcd .with the ty! ant, you ;vill 
"foon hav"" a kill' It IS not elJough that LOUIS ltngly pertlh. If you do 110t exter-

- " minate tbefaaion who might give hima fuceelfor, you are undone!'-2"!mriDI • .. TI'~ 
.. decree is pafI'ed, it mun be executed. They tcll you t? dread tho rcfentmellt of the 

_ .. depattmenu asainfi all improper majority; but h.ve they forgot that all the member 
_ .. ot this AfI'embly are agreed with refpect to the crimes of Louis? • -:rhey are forc~d [0 

.. confefs, tli~t the city of Paris bas but one opioion in regard to the tyrant, and yet they 

.. infinuate doubts of the difpofitions which may be tcllified in the f~que]. No-I a01. 
CI not afraid to fay, that there is not one Parifian ..,ho is not ready to Ihed his 1.>100d for 
•• the exec:ution of 'your clecree. P,,~is does not wilh for ~ new defpor. What then is 
.. this fii'ange fyfiem of {acrifieing all the .Qour,bons ~-faerifieing thofe who have done 
•• nothing again!l their country; while they have 110t the eourag'e to fpe.k to you of thofe 
•• infamous men who cO(lfpired againll liberty; and, while1rhey knew all the crillles of, 
4' the tyran~, attempted to favo him. I conclude with demanding, that .Louis be exe
c. cuted within four-and-twenty h.oun, alld that the executive couocil he charged tG 
.. take the lDeafures necefI'ary to enfure the publir. fafety!'-BarllarD""' . .. It is evident 
.. th~t if the F~ench republic: pcri/hes, the _fiablilhrncnt of liberty i~\ Europe will be 
... retarded feveral centaries. They are li"le acquainted with the politicS of courts, who 
" , think that the death of Louis wiU furnilh a pretext to foreign powers (or declaring; 
.. war againn us. The e"ccutiGn of the fentenee ought to Qe hafiencd from many con
.. fiderations, 30d 1 think the expulfioa of aU the Bourbons is a meafure of general f.fe
., ty. I vote, then, for the elCeeulioa of the fentence; and move, that before the deli- . 
.. nitive fentence be pronounced, the Convention Ihall pafs fentence of baoilhmcnt 
•• againn dI the Bourbons. "--C~ndDrct1. "Wh~tever courfe you purfue, tbere are 
.. dou eft dangers w hieb you cannot avoid. I think I can prove, th.t for the d'lI1gers 
c. of fpite there Qre {ufficiellt relnedies, or remedies which Ulay at le.a le!!'en them . 
.. '.rOcrto we havo had only tG c:ombat kil)ga, and arlni~s attached to the caufd of ty
-trant. by fevere di(i:ipliae. The ,people have remained .11 a ftatc of uncertaInty, the 
I circa of which hajl been favourable tG UI. Kings are ende~vouring to innig'lle them 

./ .. agaillft UI; to gain their end they will take advantage of tbe cxec\\tion of Louis, aOll 
., they will Cucc:ced if you arc IIGt on Jour guard. Let UI prove to the Whole world thot 
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.. we ~re nor bal'bari~!IS: and that if we with for the death of the tyrant, w. with air. 
" (or the happin.fs of maf\killd.-Let us flrikc the ci-dwalli king, but I.t us abpliIh the, 
.. puni/hment of death fo all private crimes, and refcrve it only (or treafqn Let UI 

.. lwfien to revife Qur fyi1:em o( taxation, to' efrablinl beneficent laws, to form a fY.llem of 

.. public infi.ruClion, and to meliorate the management of our hofpit.ls. We lnay theil , 
~ .. anfwer yranlS, if th~y reproacll us with the death of Lc.uis; ano we mly ~il ./fured, 
_",'~na with fueh difpofitions he rilay then'll. ex.~ute<l without danger ill fOQr-and-twen: 

.. ty hours."-Briflot . .. Such has been the influence of the French Revolution, that 
, .~ at .r:ondon, Vienna, Berlin, .n~ ever~ where, gre.at deference is paid to pubric opinion: 

" . h is confulted, il is feared, and attempts are Illade to corrupt it. The p.ublic opinion. 
" of Europe is .of more importance ·to us than annie," In th~' ft. of things, the im • 

. ... mediate exec\ltion of Louis muft be very unfavourable to us. There arc in Europe two 
" c1alfes of 'De,L! the liril, confining of philofophers and friend, of liberty, will nOl rec 

, "the necellity for Ihe death cif Louis, 00<1 will think, that. gteat nation ought to dif • 
... d.,in faDgoinary vengeance; the other, co.npofed of the aaves of prejudice, will con. 
" fider the puni/h'mellt of a king as the greateil of crimes-and ~otb will unice to 
.. condemll us . On thefe conf,der.tiona I vote for a refpite till the new conftitution 
" /hall be ratified; ' Tf you purfue another (Qurfe, you' muil declare war againil Eng
" land, Spain., and Ho1l3nJ. Give 30 ex.mple. of moderation, and a revolution will be , 
.. accoml?lilhed throughout all EU'ropc ... · 

• • 
• 

The difcuffion being elofed, the Convention proceeded to>the nominal appeal on the. 
C()ldtion, .. Whether the execution of the fClltence 1"'/fcd '&'linll Loui, Callet Ibould 
II be delayed I'" • 

• 
Several memliers wi1l1ed' that tne term of tfle delay to be voted upon Ibould be urn. 

olecide~. Legendre obferved, that the lirll queilioo Ibould certainly be, Whether there. 
cught to be any deloy l' and ' that the Convention could .fterw.ard. e.lily ux the term. 
Some !Dembers, when ther yoted, wilbed to .ffigp their reafon.;. but this. waa oppofed by. 
the Convention, and the members were perrnitt-ed to pr.onounce o~y, YES, or NO_ 
When the nominal appeal was temiinated, tho prefiden! announced, th~t. afler callieg 
ever ti.e yotes u.pon rhe qpefi.ioo, "Wllat pllni/bment /bould be inBia~. on Loui,/". 
and 'after the expbnations given by feveral who' had voted (or death with reftriC\l,ons, it 11'." 
found that the Icnt~nce of death pronouced upon Loui. had been carried by a ·priI1 .. 
IIot of ji'll(, bUI of l'wtnty-fe'lltll, v~tcs. 

The prelident then decbl'ed' tbe refult or tne D,minDl appear OR tlie '!IIefti , . 
.. Wl)etber the exeoution of the fentence flIou!'! be delayed I'" ~ Of feven hundred lIn 
forty-eight members, feventeel' were abfent by commillio/),; twenly-one from Gcknefs, 
eight without any allign.d· reafon, t".he did not vote, three hundred and. ten voted for 
claying the ex~cution gf the fmtcnce, and three hlllldred and eia.hty fqr c:arrying il iruo. 

iaanlcdiatt 
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immediate efFete. The Con¥cntion .then ordered their decree 'to' be immediately notine 1. 
to the executive council, with orders to give an account tbe nellt day, at cleven o'cloc~ . 
of the me,Cilrcs laken to put it in exeeution within fOU1.and~t~cnty hours. 

Cambaceres then (aid~ .. CitWenf, by p1'Onouncing fentenee of death .guinn the JaQ: 
.~ king of tho French, you ha-ve done an .a, tbe remembr~nce of which' wjll not pafs · 
.. away, and which will be fe~orded by the ST.aver of il')mortality.in the ann . 

. .. tory. Public (afety could alone pre fCl'ibe to you that awful decree. Si~ce it' i, pa -
.. ed,l nand up"ifl the name of butllaAity .. to.c.LlyoUJ attentioo ·to the perfon who is 
.. the ODjeCt of it. Let us allow him every pollibl. confolation; and let us. Uke prot'" 
.. meowres to preyetU the execution of the natiGnal will (rola being fullied with 311y 

"a.in. I move, tllerefore, the following propo{ltions: 
.. J. The executive council/hall be immediately fummoned; and a copy of the decre~ 

.. which pronounces fen fence of death .again!i Louia /hall ~ delivered them • 
.. II. The executive council· /hall be charged to notify thia, decree to Louis in tlls 

.. courfe of the day;- to callfe ino be executed within four-and.twentt hours after il "(J~ 
•• hun notified 10 him; to take ev.ery meafure of fafety and police which to,them /hai r 
.. appear nece/l'ary, during tht rxeeution ; to be careful that no infult be offered to th~ 
.. remains of Louis; and to give an accouDt of their million to the National Con
.. ventiorr ... 

• 
.. 3. The may.or and municipal. officers of P"lIis ffiollr·be enjoined to fulfer ~uis to-

.. communicate freely with his family, and. to 'have with him fuch prie:fts as he llUY de-

.. fire in, his .JaIl momeDts. • ' 
\ 

Thele propoG'tions were unanimoufly adopted, with ,an amendment by BriEot, tbar 
the executive council /hould not be called till cleven o'clock. in lhe morning. The fit~ 
ling rofe at two o'clock in ,the morning .. 

01\ the twentieth die executive· council' met for the execution of the decree, and fum 
moned the commillioners of the direCtory of the department, tbe mayor, the command.nt ... 
general, the public accufe ... and the prelident of t.he cril1)i~.1 tribunal of the departmell,t' 
of Paris, to attend. After having concerted fome meafures with them, the mini ncr of 
Jufiice, (he prefident of the council, .nother member, and the fecretary.of the council. 
accompanlold by two member~ of the department, and the mayor, repaired, at two o'clock:
precifl y, to tile apartmeot of .Loois. The prefident of the council informed Louis, 
th e was charged by the exccutive council to notify to him an extraCt of the minute;
o · he fittings of tbe Nal!Onal Convention of tbe fiftetnth, feventeenth, ninct~enth .. 

"d twentieth of · J,nllary. The. fec:retarI of Ihe coul\CiI read the extraCt 10 hiln ; S). 

follow. : 

• • , . -, 

, 

.. ). The: 
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• 
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" I. The Natlohal'Convention d~cJares Louis C'pe!, 1'!fI king of the Ftlffch, guilty of 
" • co"nfl'iracy ag.inft the liberty of thenation, and 01 a crime againft the general farety 

I 

" of the fiate . 
.. 2. The National Convention declares, that Louis Capet ihall undergo the punilh-

" ment of DEATH. 
" 8' The National Canveption declares, that the aCt of Louis Capet, broaght to the 

~1>is counfel, and ter,meu an apveal to the nation on the fentence palfed againll: 
.. hil'l\ in the Convention, is null; and forbids every perf on from giving it a\lthority, on 
" pall1 of being profecu!ed, and 'pullifhed, ~& gllilty of a crime agaiuft the general fafety 
,. . ,of the republic. . 

.. 4. The teluporary executive coul\cilih.ll notify the prefenl decree. wit)li,: the day • 
.. to Louis Capet, and ihall take .the nccelfary me'lures of police alld f~fcty, to f«ure 
' .. 'its exeeution within fqur-o'!d-twenty hqurs, reckoning from the notificatinn, .Ind fl,.ll 
.. render an aCCQunt of the whole to the National Convention i.nmediately after its 
" execution.» • 

• 
When the fecretary'had finiihed reading, Louis made a reply nearlf to the fame eRea 

.;IS the contents of a paper which he drew from his port-folio. The mini(ler of juitice 
anfwered, that the members of the council then prefcot would withdraw todeliberr.tc on 
,his demands: but not being able to come to any rcfolution by themfdv.s. tbey returued 
to lay them before the couneil, who, ':Ifter hearing them read, refolved that ibcy fhould 
be communicated to the Convemiol1. They are as follow: 

.. I demand a delay of three days, that I may be able to prepare myf~lf-for appearing 
.. , before God; I demand, for rhia purpofe, to be permitted to fee freely th~ perfou whom 

,.' I fual1 point out to the eommiffioners of t~e commons; that tnis perfon ml,. be fo
:' cure from all fear, and from all uneafioeCs, for the aCt of charity wh~b he /hall per
" form to me. I demand to be delivered from the perpetual infpeCtion which th~ coun
" cil gooerol has elhblifhed for fome days paft. I demand, during this interv.!, leave 
01 to ree my falllily when 11hall defire it, and withont witnel!,... I could willi tbat tbe 
" National Convention would confider with all fpeed of the lotof my falllily. and per_ 
.. lIli! them to retire; freely and conveniently, wherever the Convection Jball think 
"proper. f recommend to the benevolence 01 the nation, all the perf 001 wlJ.u were at
A< lached to me; tbere are many of them who expcn4ed tbeir whole fortuna OIl t it fi
~. tuation's, and who, having no longer .ny .ppointment. l1!uft be in ~y; a evea 
AI fome of them who hod no means of living but their appointments: ' JWbonLtbe 'I)_ 

" fioners are many aged perCons, women, and child .... n, who bad no other ""11' 
.. rubuftencc. , , . 

At ,h. 'TDwer if the Tmzpt., Jan. 20th, 1793' (Signed) ·~Lot1u." 

•• As we wete rctiring,"-. the minificr-" he _ delivered a DGte CO one of tile 
•• cOIDlDiIfioaen 
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.. commlfiioncl'l, o( the C'OIIIIIICIIIJ, in a'fland-writingaUFerent from his own, contJining
" the name of hi. confd'or: it is M. Ec!cewo,th,or d, Fermon, No. 483, ~uedu Bacq." , 

The Convel'tion decreed, that Loui. 4hould be. allo".d to call whatever minifter of 
I'<!ligion he might t·hink proper, and to fee his family without witnefi'es. They au tho-
,ifed the executive Clouneil to inform him, t.bat the nation, tlviay. grellt, and al . 
would attend to the lot of bis family, Reflletling the demand made, in favour of thoCe 
who depended on him for their fubJiflence, the Convention ptYJed 10 Ih. Drder 0/ Ih, daYI_ 
~ecaufe ruch penons had a right to appear, and to requt fl payment, or fome otber jndem
nity, if debts .... ere due to them. They poffed /lifo 10 Ih • .,der '1 Ih, day, on tbe demand · 
made by LOllis, that the execution of the funtenee might be delayed tbree days. . The 
AEembly then p~'J /I Ih. Drll,r 0/ Ih, day; on the demand of Louis '0 be freed from the . 
perpetual infpcaion of the council genen\. Tbe miniller .or julHee obfetred, that the 
eOI8.mIioriert of illC~aion always remained in 2n apaliment colltiguous to that of 
i.ouil. Alter this, the provifionary exccutiv« council made the neceltary preparations 
for the e~ution; and immediatel y ifi'ued the foUowing proclamation: 

• .. J4II. 20th, l793' SItIl1/J rcar of Ice lUpl/hiit . 
" lI'MlIrOyj/iQn~1 execlltive council, deliberating on thl: me.funs to be taken for the 

.. ilteclitiOn of the decree of the NatiOllal Con\1oCntion, of the fifteenth, feventecnth; . . 
•• n4illleeel1th j :mel t .... entieth of J al\\lacy; 1793. enaa. the following regulations: 
~' eRclltioD of the fentence of Louis C lApet Dulll take place to·morroW,. 

~ ., • the twenty-lirft of lanum'y,) , 
" s. The plxe of eucution illall be La INafl de RtVolutiolf,laretofore LOllis Xfl' • 

.. becwcara the pedell.1 and the Champs.EliJin • 
.. 3. 1.0':';5 Capet filall fet out from tbe Temple at eight o'clock in the morn ing, fo 

.. thlt-the execution fiI.II ' take place at noon . 
.... :Plle commillfonen of the department of Paris, the commiffionet s of the muni-

u ci~ .and members of the criminal tribunal, filnll affift ar rhe execution; the 
.. ie«ctary-regifler of the tribunalfilall draw up the minutes; and the Caid commiffioners • 
.. and memben of the tribunal, as foon a$ the execution is over, filall return anu give all ' 
" account. to the council, who fila.ll oontinue i/\ a ftate of permanent fitting during the 
" ",hoIeday. 

.. By the provl/ion.1 executive council. -n .. ROLAN~' CLAVU.RI', MONGE, LE BRUN, GARAT, PAt:HE. " , 

}"heillt1ie rmniRer of jl1fliee returned to the T emple, he informed the king. th at the 
€oo.entioo acqa~fced in mofl of his demands; he gaye a favourubl<; interpretation to · 
the gen~at anfwer which had been given to that reCpeC\ing the lot 9£ his family ; but' 
addc.d, that IhllJ"_y WUI rtjitfttl. "]t is immaterial," replied Louis, " we ~I~~ f"bmit ... • 

I 'f.herec . 
• 
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Thete is Comething infinitely barlh and revolting to humlnity in the rcfufal of this 

loll requen, which there i. every reafon to bclieve. (rom tbe charaCter ~nd condu& of 
the king, proceeded from the pious motive which he affigned, and not, a. his enemi •• 
have fuggened, from a weak deUre of prolonging a wretC'hed exiftence. 

~: ~ the miniller of jullice had reSlred, ,the 'king gave <to one of the commiffionerl 
~er,addrefI"ed to Mr. Edgewortlu who "as thepctfon-he ",,/hed to attend him in hi' 

jail: nlomenl$ • 

• 

• Mr. Edgeworth's father W3I originally a pro<teftant c1ergyman, of a g004 family in 
'Ireland, but was converted to the Roman Catholic religion, and had ~/bhlifhed hionfelf 
in France, whore he bred hit fon an cccleli.ftic, in the faith which he himlelf preferred. 
The fon recommcnded.himfelf Io much by his good condu& and excellenlcbar6r, that 
he wat chofen by the prince» Eliz.betb as her confcfI"or I by which me.ns be became 
known to, and highly cfteemed by, the king; of whic;h he g~ve me Jirongc! flool, 

• 
Jending for him an this awful ocnfioD • 

• 
The 16ng'sletter was carried to Mr. Edgewortb by tbree{01dien,l'ent"y the 

"tl1e commune. The contents of Ihe letter were reqlleAing hi. attendance; but 
bimfelf, from apprehenlion of the conrequenee, or any othetuufe, avt'fte to 
melancholy office entreating him to find another eccleliaftic who had not that....
(,lnce, Mr. Edgeworth informed the foWier" that he would attend titt'm direttly. ~t4 
~nd liner were then at a fmall dinance IfOm Paris; he delired madame d' 
l.tion with whom he lived when in town, not to inform them of what 
becaufe he perceived thut lady was greatly alarmed, and feued /he might COI .... &arB· 
her apprehenliolls to them. Mr. Edgeworth was conduaed urn before the .co_I ia 
the Temple, and then to the king. On hi. being introduced, be in/lallfly ~ iIch 
lJl3fk. of r.fpe& and fcnlibility, 31 .treCted the unfortunate prince fo much, tJ.tiC ii*ft 
into tears, .and wal Cor fOIDe moments lin able to fpeak: al lon&th he faid--''' J:;xcDiC me • 
.. Mr. Edgeworth, I have Dot been acc.nfiomed, of bre, to the AlOInpaoy of men like 10110" 

After p.lJjng fome time with hi. conCelror, Ihe king IhouShr he had acquired fulliei."t 
fortitude to bear all interview with hil family. Theqaeca, theprincefs Elizabeth, with 
.the prince noJ prineefs l'Oyill, were eondu&ed to hi •• parl~nt. They c(llllitlllCI!l 
near three l!Purs together-Imagination cannae pil\urc a fceno more 
this interview-Perron •• Co lately pl~ed in Ihe moll brilliant fituatian tbat the 
can gi ve-h ulled from Ihe fummit ofhunlall fpleodour to the depth .of ~.,. ...... .. -1 

fery. It finer, children, and wife, in a prifon, taking their Iall lene 
fathcr~ hufband, .nd it king, rendtrid more delt by hi. pall fu&Criep, 

.cp l.torry, and he clrcadfa! fate awaitinc.bim be followin, llay. 
tf¢t<d ~t di . ,.nt tiJJtcs .,ond rill jig of c~preflion, rCII~inclCl . 

') 
\ 
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Jail:. When they were to (epar~te, the princers Elizabeth mentioned their hopes of fee
ing him agai n in the morning, which he permitted her to ""peel:. Th~ queen was in
confolable; no con£iderOlioll could prevent her pouring forth her indignatioo. in the 
moll: violen t exprcffions. again ll: r,he enemies of her hulband. In rhe hitttrtl fs of her 
foullhe bc~t ber brfall: and tore hcr hair; and her fcreams were heard, at in terv~ls, all I 
that nighr of agony and horror. _ 

After his family 11ad withdrawn, the king remained fome time with his eyeo fixed on 
the ground without rpc.king; then with a profoandligh he pronounced-" 1t was indeed I 
"a greadful moment I" Duttho mifery of his own fate did not fo entirely engrors his l\1iml 
as to exclude .11 folicitude for the fare of others; he enquired in a moll: "ffe~ionatc man· 
ncr of Mr. Edgeworth for feveral whom he con fi dercd as his f,ienos. and particularlY for 
tile eccltliallics, who had been perfecuted with tbe grtatell: cruelty ; and exprelfeu fatit
~on at bearing that many of thern bad e(caped to E l1glao'u, where tlley were received 
with kiodnefs and hofpitality. Mr. Edgeworth prev.i1ed on him to go to bed for four 
110'1111. He rofe at five; and e:rpreffiog an inclination to he?r mafs, 1\1:r. Edgew'ort" 
informed the council. who were fitting in tbe Tempte. of the king'. requeft. Some 
diBicuJeies were made, which Mr. Edgeworth removed, faying that the ufual omalnents, 

all the requifitea for the ceremony. could be procured from a neighbouring 
Mr. El\geworth lhewing great folicitude that the king {bould be gratified, one 

of the commiffioners faid. he bad ·heard of people ~ho had been poifoned taking the f.-
• Totl.i. horrid inftnu.tion Mr. Edgeworth made no other reply, than by calm· 

l+g him If That the committee were to procure the holl:. ,j 

The oecell'ary apparatus being provided. Mr. Edgeworth (aid mar., and admini/\ercd 
tbe fllClllI!ICnt to the king; and then mentioned tbat his romity expeCted to fee him be
fore hi: left the Temple. The king, fe.ring that he had not rufficient fortitude for a (e
coa41iueniew, wilbed to fpare them the agony of fueh a fceoe, a~d therefore declined it. 

At hII'if an bour after eight Santerre arrived, "1111. informed him that he had received or
lo cj)ndu~ him CO tho place of execution. After palling a few minutes in private 

wilh his confe/for. he came to the outer room, where Santerre bad remained. and add rell'. 
ing him, f.id, .. Let us go, I am ready." In defcendinr; to tho court, he begged the 
c:ommiffion.rs to recommend certain penonl who were in bia rervice to the commune; 
lifter whi~b, not imagining that Mr. Edgeworth intmde4 to accompany him 31ly further. 

t.Jp ~e him ;K!icu; but the 9thcr raid. bis .ttendance ..val Rot yet over. .. Whl.! !" 
I.e king-" do you intend to adhere to me niH I" If ye .... -replied the conr. lfor 

-P tt.l.aft,"-Tbe king walked tbrough the court with a firm fieI'. and entered the 
-ja7. ~14 cGl!ded by Mr. Edgeworth, a lIIuni.ipal olli,er, .nd two commanders of rt.,aa1 

SF The 
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The king recitrd t1ie pnytn (or perron. in the 2gOhWI of cIc:ttbdurlng the conveyance 
fi om the Temple to the 'fhce de I. Revolution. 'Vhcn t'ht carrimge I\oppod at the: (caf ... 
fold, the king bid, "\Ve 3rc now al'rivtd." He tnRllntly !'lulled oW hi' cdft. onbotton. 
cd the neet of hia /hirt, afcenaett the (cafJ'ol! with Ocadind •• and fUrYeyedfor 1 fefIJ mo· 
menu tht immenfe multitude. j then <1pproach ing the edge of the fc~old~ and J' ~here 
was a gre~ noire, m:lde a motion with hi. hand for (ifellec'. wHich '1 uftalltly tobk. place, 
then nding his voice. he f:lid," u FrclLcb&cn, 1 die innocent. J pardon all my enemits • 
•• :md ] \ViO, that Fnnce "Santerre, .. 'ho \\'31 On hot'feback neat the {calf old, 
"-,ade a ligna1 ror tbe drum'l to beat, and tbe executioner. to rerform their oSiee. The 
.kilig'. voice was quickly drowned in the noire of the drams IlnJ trumpets. .. 

Three executioners then approached to Jay hold of him! at the 6ght or It cord, with 
which one of them anemptea to bind hi. arms, t~ king (or the Elm. time Ihewed Ggnl of 
indignation, and reemed as i( prepafrng (0 reGA. Mr. LlaetrorLh pot him 'in mind 
thllt the SlViout>of I1\:Inkind h.d "Uowed hi, Irm. to be tie.: he DO fooncr "pJlGlDo.ac.cI 
Ihis, th:.n the kir1\ bcc3me p~flh'e • ). Iamb. The ntcutionert laid haN "f him, .... 
placed him on the guillotine. The conferror tben Ic.n~ling with his flee ranr tb tfNt 
o( the king, pronounced aloud, u Son of Saint Louis, MC:end 10 heIVttt?U The blow 
was given_Mr. l:.dgewortb".face "·u fprinkltd witb the Ifi~g·. blood. The e __ tio_ 
walked round (he fcolffold, hold ink ae tbe heod to lhevi~ of the people. ~bc"'" 
the!'l {bouled, " Jrrw III Nlll;,n I Ytwl4 Rtpdli1tu" I" 

" Tho followlnl ac;tount olille W\- ",nmlC'lIb of tho ""rottunatt Lowii I. ft'UI, interdUnl: II i,~ 
from theutten or on ElIJl.ilh Ladr al. th~t Ii"" In PAri •• 

"The FrtOth kin, rtOtivt4 ib.lnrellir-ct of his 'ppr'lllt.bil\l fate witbrfat ""fmi,. Ht dlq,b'-. Miftlrm.tC. upM the kafl'old th;zn ht hJd don. upOD tho thn>no.,. atofM:d fbi' thowcA_.,.., ... ~ lrt .. ~ 
cllla ill lir., b, the utmBt(' anilionitudo of bia bebaviour in doth. n. _'''' ~ hJt _~ 1iI1I"'~ 
J1, 'rom whom ho hid been fcpan~ filKC tbo commtnc:emont q( his Ind, Wel"ll COCl.~ to d ........ 01 "

.Tm\ple. In4 aJ1!.m·cd the rau indu),,,"," 01 " IaI\ Interview, U1!'IOkfttd br tbII,nr.nc. 0( Iris ~ .1 "'I~rl 
im:aallUtioll prtlur.d the anruifh of rum an intervI"', It .... tl()t needr .. " IQ),.. hac). upotl tho: Fonu.r ~1c ... IIQQ 
~ Ihefult'uu, In ordtrtO pity the,loorny tr ... lidon ill hit nttl It ..... ...,.-.". ., ~ ... , rluth. tt})Q_ 

Ihe rullut:'inl: rYIOrmllI to (ulTer Ildtb upon the k ... K(lI4, WU IIlW:O-tho Are .. an ..... h in 1:.0ft\JlC. and ...,.ld N r,,, to 
tXc<::utlon thl'OUJ;h Iho IlrttU ~( lu. o .. n c~pitall h w .. enoulh ttl MlIiiJc:r Ihl' M(onrUlaM ~ .. ~ n •• , 
.. huJb .. nd. a (atlUlf' I "h, (urel)" amldl\. tho ~1"eI"of flilal fvparat/oll from l'bItf'e IU wbom we In: ~d by 110 

n rcnt't ft tiO$ fA n:ltl.lre-.n.d aftoc!\ion t (a",,>,. wt.o-n "'II cllnltO Htof ..... Iqvo. I. tbl .... "'ra .. PIAl 01 ;j W\ .ft-
~c:'W~-11'1 flKh momenh the MOh.ll'th muft (ortol bll a'UttD, .. .t the r-.c'" 01 ......... ~tiGn ImfII ba Lo'" 
kit anudft Ihe AAj:\l11'h wh~c.b overwhei"", 1M hrukon heart. ThIIt "PiAl ....., alii eanlUMilo tho ~ 01 dill 
kine. tbe qut1:n •• nd hi, rifter', the prineof. hI' doluthtor tIat atialDOol that ... :meo. pettupt u.o fOul y ... 4u'
,-ptlblo III ftronl Imp,..(llon,. and iu fcnlib,l.ty ."..a uqlUC,tIt. ive" tho 1oun, prioat, whQ It., iQ '* .w..lh 
1C3J', ClII,ht the. lnrea,OII' fof'rGW. and, while h;, "e ...... WItN In lan, etiood, fobbi .. Co 10~ • ., 011., let 
.. mo NO. tblVlllft the ~I w..u CO to ~ ck{tn&-l 'MU COlo all thofetU61f1. lind bea for ftly ...,.1" 

•• Lou" h;lll~U lit firmoefs to IIVQld Ieoin, hll (.muIr on tho morni", 01 hi. ClUI;.... lie ..... 1M 
qoeen rfn,1I11M to tm h. was onabkl to bur tlMI fiCtu 01' Mr and hlubJhiron in thole ld DIll. nta. ..... a 
rtna 00 laflin . Web ,ootained tomo or hll own bair, of &be quHO· .. ud or hiI cwo W14nD, &All ~ 

'" I • 

--
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After hit execution mlDy pe1'fon. feem~ eager to cAAiin fome part of his doath., 
His 'bJood \hs taken up on paper, and on white h:andkercniefs, Iby perfbn. who h:td nar; 
the 3ir of' ~ttaching ahy politieel fuperflilir.lR t'o it... Among there W~re obferved two 
young men, one of whom, apparently a foreigner, g3ve a boy fifteen livres to dip 11 very 
nne white h:mdkerchie'f in the bl~od. the ()\hOl~ gave a Jouis .. d'or for "the hair.ribbon 
and fOlne of the luir. -
it might be r;h'en to tIle queen. He calIeJ the muniei~1 olficm round him. and told them, itW36 his dying l:equeit,. 
ttmt C1cry, hi. \·;'IIet.dt-chambre, tn'Cht remaIn ",lib htl f6n. 110 then ftid to San~re, I' J;ct us go," .n:.l after 
cr6ltint, with Jll}uryiea pace, tho inner COI)I"t df the Tel,., ttO lot into tho m;\),OA CClt""'O) -which wu ill' 
wAiring, 'lfnd \Va. :\ttcndod by hi. ClOn~fTOI'. • • 

. , T).c Galml\Ou whh.h LOlli' tbe Slxteenlh difp'Ayod 011 t!.1" ,rnt trial o( human (artitude. i. Ittribuced not !)flly 
hI the (upport hil mind r«eived f.rom relicimu-faith, but:\ll'o to tbe bope "'hleb it it faid be cheriihcd, even 1111 hi, 
1.'111. mornful, tbat the p.ople, whom he ml:Jnt to al1dre6 from {he fuft'old, wouhl Jtmanil that lib IIr. mi'gbl bet 
fplred ; and hi.lCOofelTor, (rom motiVGI (If humllnity, lmd encour~od him in ·'hb hope:. Arter aree:ndinr the fear .. 
fold wM\ • fI~.ttcp, lWiClt lb. tmharpy mOu,.nh IltftQptCt\ to (pd., and twioe $1111me rrevcnt.ecl him ( .. om belnJ 
~, by ot'derinc the Mums to bear immedi:n.ly. Alai h .. -u.I he been pc:nni«ed to fpe:ill;~poor "'I • .hil d1ante u£ 
«tcitin£ eomnufer:\lion I Tho(e who piue"il his ullmities had carefully fhunncd that faUl (rot I tnd thofe who molt' 
immedll4tely (tlrrounded him, only waiwd tltI the ftrolte WCl5 liven, 10 "rdct' to dip their pikes and handLer_ 
"'lef. ill bb blood I 

.. 'two J'triOIlS who ~~~dh thc'f(.;lffohl afIIrt, that the unh:tppv monarch, Bndin! tbe bdJle he bid cherifhtd or 
~i"C \bt cor..,.mon of (he root'le hAratl:d, b, the impombJlhy or hil1teiu& bearll, •• II llift relOul'eO, do. 
(118..-1 ,hat h. bad I«rCb to reveal of imporuocc \(I the Cafc~ oltbe !b.t0,-4nd de(lret! be ",ilhl bele..l totbe Naional 
COQQlJlion. StIome of the IU:lrda who heard tbb doc:bradon cried, If y~ l.t him go the Convention I" Otho(. 
(aid, II No 1"-aMl the king bMn c:ontlutlcd to the Convention, iI is elfy to iql~glno flU! oWea. whIch wout..l hllve 
6ecn produui\ 6ft lhe minds o( the I"'coplc by thellJflt or tbcir (~mor monarch Ie'" th(oll,h the. .ftreeu of Plinr, 
whh his"'-n" botInd, hit Mdt biro, hI. .. aJr llre:w, Clil «r M OM. ftIot of the Cultbld, in prepa'fltion for Ibe f:ll:\1 
ftrhke-wlth' l'o othar coverina: thanJli. fhi't't. At Ihlt fiSh! ilie enraged PQflulace N IBht Ollve meltell into tfJu!OI"- · 
ne<r, ud the hrifian w(lmen,llmOnJ whORl wen numbers wbo palTed Iho dlliin te~r: of ullsvailini l"etrtt, ra iaht 
Nve rv.lhed between tllo numMell :lnd his tuards, and havo attempted hIS retc"c, even WIth the riJ'luc of life. 

, SJnter..., ¥'ho , .. n'(rA\.V"UI\~(O conrcq\lCllees, :Iud pcrcei~d the tlanlilllr of the rifine difpl.lU :lmour.: tbe IUJtI.s, e:t1leiol 
to Iht ~(t6"I- to do hi. ofttce.-TbcQ it w •• that uef""ir (dud the nnnd of tbe lall(onllnate mOlllarCh-_ 
111. conn**,cc ;lffumod a look of 110,rol"--twic& with tplty h' rcpeatod, jj I am undortO J I..", unlloll, I" Hi. 
WQfetror 1'IlCIaut:'1'OCi called tn rum (rom Ibe (1,)Ql of tric reaftold, II Louii, (on ~ S:lint Louis, lIfeend 10 heaven 1"
and in one mon~t be wudelivercd (rilm die cvllJ of mortality. 

" The exocutioner h,11I up the bleeclin" beall, and the aun!"d' cried U Y'I'W In RJj»Ibh"", r ' ~n\c dillped their 
huldlLerchiefJ in the ~loocl-~\I1 fbI ,raatcr number, chilled with horror at what hau patrcd, ddlrell tIle comm:tn- · 
bcl .W6dld )cad ~hcm InAMt.tly It .... dJt; (pot. Tho. hall' ...u fold In (cp~le Irclic$ at the foal of the fcaft'uld f 

u4, ., if 'Pur intidollto( 011_ ITaSCay t.ri boon intended to difl)lay the aran,. vlcif,itudel or human furtulIe!, AS 
j( .,.,., __ WCtlr mealtt If to f"I'-11 a n'loQl," ahe bod, W;is conveyed in 11 cart to the ~ri{ll church of S:l.Int 

MadeJ&.nedtld laid am(tn, the hodi., or thoro who had he:n erullled to dl3m uo tbe P1~ or LouiJ xv. wben ' 
1.nulllha S! ¥t~'entl;w.u m:l.rned,""nd uf tlu,(e who had raUen before the chatel" of the Tbuillel'lOi On the temli ()f 
AI1£Uft. Tbe J1'"e 19_ filled \\'Ilh (lu1ck.-lime, and a CUlrd "III.CK over it tlU the eorpre was con(ulMd. The T 

.l"0UDd wu (!IM\ carcfr.Jly XVIIled wl:h the furrounclm, eanh, and no trace 0&. \'l1\IJC rcmll in' o( that (porto · 
whicb, (h~4cd by iMdtubcIuJ. Poom of twilight, anQ(D' 1Q1~ty ",'a;bt bavo rer31reu, and pOlired I te1r,or fuper- " 
Ai'* .. .....mcd jl6 riAW iortbe \!trarwl (pi.rit. . : 

'. 
• Befort>' 

, 
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BeCote Louis ,left the Temple, he delivered Q ~ket in charge to one of the commif
lfioners, containing a duplicate of his will; of which tbe following is a copy, literally 
tranflated, and certified by a municipal officer to have been collated with t origina.: 

, 
.. , In tbe name of, the Molt Holy Trinity, the Father, the Son, aDd the Holy Ghoft, 

" this day, the twenttfirfr o,f December, 1792, I; Louis,.rhe ?ixtcrnth,of, the nan.'e, 
" king or France, bavlng been for moreothan four montbs Irnprlfoned wIth my famIly 
.. In the tower of .the Temple at Paris, hy thofe who were my fubjecb, and deprived of , 
~, .. ll communication' whatfoever, even lince the eleventh inllant, with my own family; 
. ' "moreover, being implicated i~ a trial of whicb it i. impoiJible to forefee the ill'ue, 'on 
" account of the p~ffions of men, and for which no pretext or means CJn be found"in any 
.. exifiing Jaw; having only God for , the witnefs of my thoughts, and to whom I can 
.. addrefa my fcl f ; here declare, in his preCellce, my laft wil! and (entiluent', 

• 

," I leave my foul to God, my creato!; I pray him to rec:e've it in mercy, and not to 
.. judge it according to its deCem, but according to tbofe af our Lord Jefu. Chriil:, whlf 
" offered himfe1f a facrifice .to God his fatbu for UI IDen, however unworthy, and for 
.. me the mo~ unworthy. I die in tlie union of our mother, the Catholic, Apoflolic, 
" and Roman church, who hol.d. her powers by an uninten'upted fllcceffiob frol» Saint ' 
" Peter, to wbom Jefus Cbrift intrulled them. I firmly believe and acknowledge eytry 

• 
" thing contained io the cOD1m~lldDlents of God and the eburch, tbe [acramenta aoa 
" mylleries, fuch as tb~ church ,teaches, and hath always taught tbem; I have . ne,er 
.. pretended to make myfelf a, judge of tile different modcs of explaining the dogmas 
.. which divide the church of JeCus Chriit, but I have conformed, and will always con-

• 
.c. form, if God gf3nt me life, to the decilions wbich the..hi«her eecleliallic. of the Holy , 
" CatholIC churCh give, and thaH give, conformably to the difcipline of the church fol-
" lowed lince .Jefus Cl}rill. I lament, with all my heart, our brethren ",ho may be io 
" error, bill 1 prctend Dot to judge tbem, and llov. tbem no lef. in Jefu. Chria, ac
... cording to what Cbrifiian charity teacbes us: 1 pray Gael to pardon me all my fins; 
.. J have endeavoured to 'know them f.rupuloully, to detelt them, and to humble my
" felf, in his prefence. Not being able to avail myrelf of the minillry of • Catholic 
" 'prielt, r pray God to rc:.ceive the confellion which I have made, and above all my pro

,., found repentance for having put my name (though it wa. againlt my will) to aCta 
" which may <be contrary to the difcipline and belief of the Catkolic churcb, to ",hich 
" 1 have alway. rem.incd lincerely united in heart; I pray God to accept of my firm 
" refolntion. if he gralJ.t me life, to make ufe, as fOOD as I can, of the miniflry of • 
.. Catholic p~iefr, to coufef, myfelf of all my lins, and to teceive the facrament of re-

"" "entaoce; I requell ~J! thofe whom 1 may have offended through inadvertence, for I 
., .do Dot recoHea hav ing knowingly oll'ended allY one, or thoCe to whom I may have 
.. given bad Cllliample ( Kalida!, to forgive me the evil which they may think I bave 
.. ' done them. . 

• .. I cntreas 

• 
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" I entreat all charitable perfons to join their prayers with mine, to obtain of God 
." tbe pardon of my fins. I forgive, with all my heart, thofe who have made themfelves 
•• my enemies without my having given them any caufe; and I pray God to for~ive 
•• them. as well a. thoCc who. through a falfe or minaken zeal, have done me much evil. 

"1 recommeqd to Gecl, my wifc. my children, my fi(1:er. my aunts, my lu;others, and 
... all tbafe who are att:ached to me by the tiea' of blood, or in any other manner whatfo- . 
.. eyer. I pray God particularly to look with the eyes of mercy on my wife, my chil
~. dren, and my fifter, who have long been the partners of my fulferings; to fuR:ain 
c' them by hil grace, if they lhould I~fe me; and a,. long as they lhall rem.il! in 'thi, 
co perilballle world. I recommend my children to my wife; I have never doubted her 
co maternal tendernefs for them. I recomme"d to her, above all, to make them good 
.. Chrifiians, and honeft members of Cociety; to make them confider the grandeurs of 
.. this world, if they are condemned to prove them, but as things dangerous al,d perilh
" able, and to turn their view. towards the only and folid glory of eternity. I r.:queft 
... my fiRer to continue her tendernefs to my childten, and to b! a motherto them, 
' •• jf the] Ibould have the misfortun~ to lofe their own • 

.. r egtreat my wife to forgive me all the evils which lhe fulfers on my account, aod 
.. the unea/iDj:fs which I may h~ve caufed her jn the courfe of our union; as lhe may 
.. be atrured, that I remember nothi~g again It her, if lhe thinks lhe has any thing to re-
, proach hcrfc1f witb. I earneftly recommend to my children, next to their duty to, 
.r God, which they ought to prefer to every thing, to maintain mutunl unioll, Cubmif
.. fion and obedience to their mother, and gratitude for all the c:lres which nle incurs for 
.. them, and in memory of me. I ehtreat them to confider nly fifter as a fecond mother • 
.. I recommend to my fon, if be Ibould have-the misfortune to become king, to think 
4' that he OWet himfelf entirely 'to the good of his fellow· citizens; that he ought to for
.. get all hatred, and all refentment, and efpeciall y whatever relates to the misfort unes 
~. and unufinc:fs which I experien,e; that he cannot promote the good of the people, 
" but by reigning according to the laws; but, at the fame time, that a king cannot make 
" lhe laws refpeCted, and do the good be wiOles, but in proportion as he bas the necef
•• fuy authority; and that, without tl~i., being fettered in his operations, and infpiring 
.. no re(pea, he is more injurious than uf.ful. I recommend 10 Illy fOil to take care of 
4' all tbe perfons who were attached to lue, as far as his circumftances Olall give hi'n 
co the means; to tbink that this is ., facred debt Which I have contraCted to the children 
•• or relation. of :ho(e who have died for me, and next to thofe who 3re unfortunate on 
... my aceo.!nt. I know that there are llIany perfollS, ofthofe who lVere attached to me, 
.. who have not conduCted themfc1ves towards me 3S they ought, and who have evell 
.. Ibewn me ingrltit",le, but I forgive them (often, in the moments of trouble and cf
.. fervefeenee, a man is not maner of himfelf;) and I entreat my fon, if' he lhould have 
,. tbe opportunity, to remember onl their misrortunes. I could wilh tQ be able to t"r-

S C7 "tify 
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.. tify (\'Iy gratitude to thor~ who h~vc dirpl.yed a true .ad dijjnt~ret1ed attachment too 
~j me, On the one hOIHI, if 1 was Cenllllly afFeCted by the ingratItude and ddloyaltJ of 
v perrons ro whom I had nevcr Chewn any thing hut favow$. to them. th~ r r~latiolls • 
.. or friends; on the other, I have had tlie canColation of feeing the grat~l us attach
" ment and intcreft which Illany perfons have Ihew n to me. I entrea~ them ro accept 
" of my thanks; in the Cituatiol, in which things /l:ill arc, [Ihou ld be .afraid of bring-

. " ing the;il.lto danger if I were to fpeak mQre explicitly; but I recomm~nd particular
•• Iy to my fOIl to feek all occaCionsof drCcovering thcm. 

" . J {hould. nevertheleCs. think that Y cal umniated the C.neiments of the Dation. clid I 
« nQt openly recommend to my fOil, Melfl·s. de ChamiHy anu Hv. who were induced 
.. by their true att.chm.nt to Chut themC.lves up with me in this. mournful rclidence, 
.. and who were near falling the unhappy viCtims of that rcColution. I .ICo recommend' 
.. to him C1cry, with whoCe atten t ion l ha ve h.d every rea Con to be f30tislicd fince 
" he h'$ been with me. As it is he who hns r mnincd with me to the !ali, I requcil: 
.. Mcllieun of thc'ColUmune to dcliver to him my doaths, my books. my w.lch. "'Y 
" purCe, and the other little effeCts which have been depolited at the council of the 
" commons. , 

.. 1 alCo moll: willingly forgive thoCe who gu~rded me the ill-treatment and f.verity 
.. ,which they thought it their duty to\nake me CufFer. I h l ve found fome feeling and 

." comp.llionate fools; may they enjoy the tranquillity of heart which ought to fpriJi'~ 
.. f"om their delicacy of fenthnent. • 

• 

, 
CI J entreat Melfrs. de MoleCh. rbes. Tronchet. and De Se?e, to receive here my thanks • 

.. and the expl'ellion of my feolibi lity. for all the care, ami all the pain •• which they 

.. touk for me . 

.. I conclude, by deehring. before God. and ready to appear before him, that I reproach 
" myfelf with none of the crimes which are aHedged "gainn me, 

(Signed ) .. Loou." 
Done i" dupliclJte t the TQwer if the 'ltl;1lpl •• Die. 25. 1792. 

The Collo\~ing is an extraCt' frOID th~ regiller of the Temple, of the twenty.fidi of 
].nuJry; .nd we bel ieve the Ian whi<;i> occurred refl'cCting the uufortunate Louis: 

" There appeared before us. the citize\l Clery. valet-de-ehal.!>re of Louis Capet, who 
" wifi.cd to m.ke • difcovcry of three articles, which he had been this morning intrull:~ 
d cd with by L ouis Capet, in prefencc of feveral commlffaries, who bore wittlef. there • 
.. to; which articles are. a gold ring. in the inGde of which are engraved the leiters 
.. ·M. A. A. A.19th .1prilis,1770,' which rins Lou is directed to be giveq,to hia CpOUk, 

. " fa,ing, 

• 
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II faylng, at the fame time, that it was with regret that he parted with it. Moreover, t 

II gold watch·feal opening on three fides, on one of which were engraved the arms of 
" France, on the fecood 'L. L.' and on the third the head of a c11i1d, with a helmet 00, 

" which fcal he order.d to be: given to his fon: and, lafUy, a fmall paper, upon 
.. which was written, in the hand· writing of Louis Capet, • Hair of my Wift, my.f'.fltr, 
.. a1/d my children ;' aDd cont.ining four {mall parcels of hair, which he ordered Clay to 

• " deliver to his fpoufe. and to tell her, that he begged her pardon (or not having feLlt for 
" her this morn ing, which was only done with a view to f.we her the grief of (0 cruel a 
" (eparotioo.-The council, deliberating upon the demand of citizen Clery, )Iave .left 
.. him depofitary of the a'tieles before mentioned, till it thall be otherlViC. ordered by 
... the council general of the commune, to whom the matter is referred." 

Thus fell Louis the Sixteenth, to whom; with fome propriety, has been applied an ex
preBion of our own Shakefpeare-" A man more finned againll th.n finning I" He was 
born in difficult times, and in his conneClions was peculiarly unfortunate. That 
he was pofTefTed of good talents, was known to all who enjoyed his int~macy, nnd is evi
d.ent from his long and unpremediuted examination before the Convention, which, in 
jullice to his memory, we were happy toinfert. During the firft years of his reigll, how
ever, the indolence of his diCpofition, and his habits of Celf.indulgence, operated to call his 
abiliti •• into thade, whence they were only calle" forth by the f.,ere trials of adverfity. 
He wu undoubtedly of a benevolent temper, and always appears to have had the good of 
his people at heart; '1Iat it mull be added, that he defired it in his OWII way, for he always 

I appears to have been teoacious of powe,,'and to have ported with it relucbntly. It 
would have been happier for him if, from the lim of the Revolution, he had aClcd a more 
decided and manly part on one fide or the other: but this may, perl,.ps. be excuCed, frolll 
conudering the habits of intrigue .in which he was educated in the old COUlt, and frolll 
tbe perruafion of corrupt courtiers by whom he was [urrounded. But it was unfortu
na\'!:: for the afTembling of the troops near Paris, in '789, and the flight to Varennes, 
appear to have made an indelible impreflion uplln the minds of the people, a11d to have 

• • 
generated a degree of fu(picion which was not to be eradicated. 

Of his guilt or innocence, with reCpeCl: to the grand charge of correfponding with the 
emigrant" and exciting a foreign war againft his country, for the purpore of effeeling a 
cQunter-revolution, the dotuments are too flight to enahleus to (orm a decifive opinion. 
Thill fM it may, perhaps, be right to concede, tbat his intended flight to the frolltiers, 
and the proclamation whicb he left behind him, 100 certainly el'inced that he was not ' 
fatisfied with the limited '/ll3fe of 3uthoriry which the conllitution of 1,89 allowecl 
him; and the iorults ~nd difgufis wllich he afterwards ppericnced, were not calculated 
to reconcile him to It. The charge relative to the defence of the Thuilleries, on the 
tentk of hugull, '79'2. •• ppcaTS extremely ill·founded. That a fJCtion ~idfted who were ' 
dcJiroUI of c/labJifhing a. republic in France, by any mums, we cannot. poflibly doubt : 

5 G 2 whit 
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w"at wtre the intentions of the court p;lrty, we bavc not yet been a.ble to f2thom: but'r 
Judgi ng froln ~xternal appearances only, [clf·defcl1ce mon certaInly juA.ificd the 0ppoCl
t ion to the a.rmed mob, who a6hilcd the royal rcftdcl\ce on that fatal day: 

If, however, the Convention were completely- convinced of the criminaljtyof thet 
k,~g: if the forcible objeaions drawn from the inviolability attached to his perfon by 
the confiitution, :mil the incompetency or the tribunal at which he was arraigned, were: 
determined, upon Lhe ben principles, to be nugatory and uufounded, lUll Ehey ought not 
IG have lonilemned him upon fueh evidence ,li was brought again{\: biro. To uke away life 
is a"feriou$ act:; and the cleareR: and moll: decifive evidence of Jegal criminality i. abfo
lutely required. He who has a lingle doubt upon his mind, ;md yet condeU1n. 3 felloW' 
creature to detatb, is guilty oC MURDER. The coudue\: of Petion and the Girondiih, 
who decl:ared him guilty upon tbt evidence, 3qd yt:t wifhed, by fubtcrfuge., to rercue' 
hilp frol,Jl punifhment, was even more inconfiCl:t:nt than thOlt of his implacable adverfarics; 
but both evinced their total ignorance of the principles oC juftice, of the nature of tv ... 
4encc, and. of the v~ry forms which oug,ht to be prcfervcd in all judi~ial nroc:eeding' 1 •• 

SO)lto' 

, . from M t.QIinenrFrench writer on the I\lIole ot parties at thi. perlod. the rollawiof p.artlcula" J.re exn"alted. 
" OpiniOn) jn I!nnce have undercone :\11 extn.o;rdil\:J.ry change within the Lan mUllth. Bill 1II mv ",,,tiu ~,o. 

the gcnel'll opinion, and Ihe wiJh. undoubtedly. 0' Ihe (;lr ,rc~lId\ p!lrt of the peoplc, Waf, tblt tbe kin,'fpun;!h. 
mel1t fhould not be eapilal, ll.nd it fC1:med a fet1leu poilotJ that C'l'dn the judament i"ll, W~tevtlt i\ mi,lIt bt', 
Ihould be refer~ed tl) the primary aifembHu. 

"Til;5 WM the fentiment of a majority in the Convention: in order 10 penelrAle tnt(llM IntriCUtl and mlnO'U • 
• re, by which Ihat nujorilY was worketl into I minority, it II lIecelrary to be a.:qu~inted with the ftate of pal1ier., • 
Inll of raftionl. In PMi", 

"Th.o\llh it mllR: be pre{umed, that IU Ihe I eprd'mtatlveJ uf tbe 'reaCb IlltiM :lord now republicans, or :l.t Ind 
lItrumo Ibe charaller, 1.he m~jori.ty in tho COMention WiU diftinguilbed b,. me ~rpe.l1ation. of the Rtftdllw. 
riO,"t.}. or tillS party the maR: eminent men for clun~er:md abiHlitll wert Ker!ailll, who baa lahI,. rali,ned, Ve". 
" iaud, Bllzot, Gen{onne. Jbrbarolll£, BriROt, Quadel. and Rab!lut_The oppol'ite rarty to thi. iJ: wdl known by lb. 
n ame of Ihe MWoIltK, beeaufe they, fur the moil pari, {It II tbo 'extremityo( the hall, 00 tho riShl of the PrtJldl!ll"" 
wherl! the bcncbes ri~ tbove each olher. In thlt e!.tu one ncod {careely mention Robe{pitn'e. Th\ld~ Chabot, 
&7 lre, Uilt:..lld. Danton, C.mille, !)ctmoulin5, '1'alliell, wilh other viole"1 Jl«lbin le:uler.. TI,j. 'OI.t\ion, .. to 
number.. ""'~ not formiliable. fn the C'.oo\·ention they w.re not more than {\Sty or: ~venly' b~ ttl.,. we,. re;ally 
formldlhl. from Ihur vtolence. their eonnetlion. the prtnct (upport which Ihey rec:eiveu from the rurltotRpliri, 
aflll tile ruppliet of r .... .bi. the war minifter, u wtll b from the attlCbmeDt or \be leaders lD'all the feai.oM 0( 

P:.ril, Ih. municipality, aud their hired mob. 
'f1'be minarity tllIU relied upon the fortcl of me u,pilal: witb tbe ~ority ...... 111 the .kp&rtments: the ror· 

mer were fupporteu by the mlniftet 01 tile w~r departmel1~, the latttr by Iht miniftltr ot Ibe inttrlor, who di.uk4 
Mt\\,ccn thenl the ,roalc1l part of the powerand f'atron:lJfl of the executive ,ov.romOAI. Itefl4es Iller~ there WII 

anolher fet of men in the emlVention, MIItrl1lor undecided, They wrre fupp"Ced 10 llnlOunt to l\lbout niQety or 
~n hundred, and (If CCl'II'fe not conneaod. The mof\ remarkable 211100, them W:ai PetiOlI and Conllorc«. Jult 
bI(ore Ihetrial or Loul. da pattlet trIed their llren,th J and the VI.mpb of the majC!rity wa~ fbewlI in a c1« ..... 
-,. which the whole family of the BourbenJ w:u to be banifbed from Ihe territories or the republic. Tbit .tee"" 
Iue rire "" l~ore intripes .nd monmeuu whitb in II f.w wCIII", turMd Iho tcal. of Power, &ad brotl,ht rIM uo
&.tt'lln3tc IAwl tv the kall'o!d. 

, 
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Some or thore member. of the' Convention who had been moR: {\:renuous in their en
deavoun to [:lve the l ife of the king. immcdiatdy rdigned' tHeir fC3tlJ pa.rticul:uly Kef ... 
faint and Mlnuel. The mininer, R.ahlml, alfo rdigned on this occafioll. and for fh ie 
c:lufe j (he war minill.er, Pache, was foon ancr drfmilred, and Bournonville fuccecded to' 
that departll)Cnt. The refi~n3tion of both Roland and Pache arc, however. reprefented 
Ity Dumourier 15 2' a compromlfe between the Girontle :ind' Jacobin pUliea j :and Pach' 
Was foon after pl:lced in a fiiIJ more import3nt fitu3tion, that or mayor of P~ris. 

hhiU been believed by fome perfonl of great poHticaHa~city. that had [he po'}..crs uf 
Europe, or even thoh: who were-tlill neutraJr. intcrpafcd in fa\'our of the kiQg Wilh t';e 
fame IDagnanilnity~' the ("ourt of Sp3in, &nd with Ol proper degree of fr:mknefs\ and UI)'" 
equivocal marks of good faith, his life, 3t ie311, might h3VC been faved; hut fo holHl«t 
(lorn the beginning of the Revolution bad .. Imon every court apllearecl, th:n we wonder 
Dot that the French confidered themfelves llS infulted .and defrrted, and looked with &,) 

• 
"E,alile, 'IpinA: whom the decree (etme.J prln(ip~JJ 10 be levelled, e9!1~ all hil firen,th. made an appeal i.1 

I His u(uaI w~y 10 tl\o paffion., aMI 10 Ihe corrurnion nf tho k1wet da(s (1£ Ihe people 1 and findinG that he l'IIuft:. 
e ither rorev~il, or f.lll to fife M mote, u(ed hls \ltmoft c!foru, by m~no;:uvre within the Convention, 2.nd hy Inl1m;" 
dation (rom withoul. 10 obb.in 2. te~1 of the dec~. The majority of Ihll republica", were ftill apia(\: him r 
'bUt, by lIl. illlerJlOfilion of Petion, and the n(lutul party , he r.arried hi, point [0 far all 10 procllr .. ; turlH=nllon 0[ ' 
the deeree till.rler tbe trial or tho k.in, (hocld be finil'hcO. Thin umoon the trial of Louis, and with it the r~ 
eret movelknta and rlolJ lhal kept'Pari. in a lbte &t lterpehul A,iunon, and thre~"!le'\l .itber.a i¢lIrrct\iorJ, or 
a renewal. of the bloo.lr tlOOMt ol 14e lirl\ weelt in ScptCfDbe&:. The: majority ill tbe Conn:ntio,-,."Ppcalcd. to the 
ei,hty. four dllfW"UUCU I and {rom mol\- of the dcpaotm.e'ntt an .Mllell force was r.m ttl protcll Iht ConvclI!lon. 
10 ,i"'e fl"Olhlom 10 iu 4ellberltillll, an4 force to it1 de.liaon, Abollt fhl. time it was thoozht mll 'tho Orl.an.' !.u;
tiotl w*,on the poiQtM beias c",!bed I the rOrCH of tlte rwe~te bod, beinl (0 ,,.urly (uporior 10 the Sit.o,ltt",. . 
Clr tbe annetl,mob, of SaInt Antoine an. Sal.t. Mar'8ilu, but aU on a (udue" tHe J ACobins \;Ontri ... lKlto let o\'er , . 
(reat part or lbe FodCrJtll11 th". mill Md rrattrl) iled ""ith the S""I Ctlitlw 01 I'l\rill 2.011 the majoritr in the eon... 
vention, thus lIepri ... od aU at gnce of its rUpporl, was obll,od to live WIly to the melU("el of lb. oll·poillc raltivn" 
m il 10 con4eftm Loa1$. Thill the JUohin •• wht>fe power for rome months "all had 'betn at 2. ve'11ow cbb, went 

.. ' 2C2.ln poI1'.Rid of the arc.lWlancy I a proof of which w.at p .... 11 in tho cleaton of tho commiitcc 01' Itnt'ral rarefY., 
to whofe difeteflon th. lim Inll ltrOpcrty of the citizens of I'llris ill committod. All the mc:mbcn of thiM COfI\oo ' 

lIniU • • re ebofon ff'OlII lIrnonl the. moft (<1riws or tho Jacobins. • • - . liThe pe(lple 0{ h rk ~d to be rndltt iodifferent aboul lIl8 (2.t. of the ic.ln" bm Ilo.t, are inure.! to bleod, 
" and horron J\OW are nm .litl)Je.arUl! to them." In the foliions, they wllre decidedly for the dealh or Lwit I bllt" 
their (illinp bei-.s; p01'mantOf, the eo..<'ltlh .t. held only by:a row violent men in cach ftAion, wbo exdud* 
the rdt. WOlUl ju4.ic how hule rhei:-/l6U lito tbor. or the body of the IJeof'ie, (rom dli. tircumJb.lloc: at tho 
.bAdot\1on or .p"ti .. for Puis. when Ilobcfpiern ~I Co .• ero returned, cu.ly four thoul"aud J)eMOII. alteMeJ 10 
,ive thlli, YOicri; and thUe are in 'bris no 104 (tun one hU1'1I1r.d svW twenly thOllCand dlllCN whll Ilav • • 
rilhtCO'-' 

.. 'MIe cireo.mftanoe or lSanllkore.biefs bcina dl,lrcd in the 61ooc1 of Lou15, I bell .. e to be nrllU, tru., thou'" J 
hue reafo.o 10 1IeILtft. r.lr. COI\ft'nIthon Inay have 'bMn pol uJlOn it. They were mot\ rrf\b:1bly to)'~li(b, whit · 

witbod 10 1\& .. loaM proeiot!. relit of their dtceafed fo .... rci'''1 .nll i t has alJ'tady been re!lOfted, thai one of thefo 
biaIUr.«thid'. bat beo. collft)'tiI to )"ruk., · and i' lo be the rcJ t!.ai Iu anlnlate tile folJleff of tho tombiWil 
..... ap&aAFr"IP" uubelprito,," • , • 

t,J s.e DIImourier'i loitmoin. 

fufpici .... . 



• 

• 
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fufpiclout eye upon the motions of every uther fble. At this onforton~te period to() 
··they were elated with their temporary fuccelfes; an.! if it was really the willi of any 
other n.tion, to preferve peace and neutral ity, 110 time could be mort impfoper to employ 
towards this impetuous people the language of arrogance and infult. 

Soon .ftcr the condemnation of the king, M. Pelletier de Saint Fargeau. a deputy of 
>the Convention, who bad votea fo~ his ,ieath. was .{f.,llinat~d by a perfon of the name of 
Pnris, y,ho had formerly been one of the gardes.du.corps, As he was dining at tl,e 
q'Tdtf, de I·Egalit., in a coffee-houfe kept by one' Fevrier, fix perrons C~llIe from an ad
joining a.partment, and aile of them (aid, "There is that feoundrel. Pclleti~r Saint Far
.. geau." "My nameis PeJletier,"-replied thedeputy_"but I aln not a fcoundrel." 
~i Did you not vote for the death of the king 1"-" Yes, I did; but bat was a duty 1m

,U poied upon me by my confcience."-Scarcely h3d he pronounced thefe warns, when 
Paris thrult a fabre into rhe lower part of his belly, which occauoned a large and deep 
wound. "Pelletier requelled that IIQ hurr might be done to the .Il'./lin: he even had 

• 
the courage to draw up an account of the manner ill which the cri'lle he fell a viClim to 
Was oommitted. He was carri.d ~o his fatber's houf. ill the Place Venclame, •. nd ex-

_ pired next morning. The Convention decreed public honours to the memory of Pelle
,tler; but the .!rallin, who appenred to be infane, efcaped to the country, whe~e he (oon 
;lfter ddiroycd hiOlfclf.-Th. fam,i<y of Pelletier ole Saint Fargeau appeared at the bac 
of the Conventioll-" The daughter of Michael Lo PeUetier,"-faid on. of hu uncles 
...... " comes to tellify to y~u, as welt as to the French people, her gratitude for tbe eter
" !lity of glory to which you yelterday raifed her father." Then, rnifmg the child in. 
his arms, .I\d tu'ming her face round to the whole .([erobly, he added, " My nie~., be
Jlold thy f.thcr--people, behold thy child!" Barrer. moved, that the Convention, in 
,the name of the French people, lliould adopt this child: it was .Ifo decreed, that a com
petition of artins Illould be .nablifhed for .reCling a natue, reprefenting Pelletier on hi8 
death ·bed....:..nd .lro for a painting of tbe fame fecue, to be ~fterward. hung up in the 
hall of the COllvention • 

• 
• 

• To conciliate the people of the Belgic provinces, whore prejudices had bren outroged, 
~nd whofe rights had been inl'aded, the French Convention, in NovcOlhor 1792, con
ceived a !-fajt for openillgthe ScheIdt from Antwtrp, in contr.diCtion to one of tbe ar
ticles of th , tl'tl.ty of Wellph.!i., in l648, al'" contrary to the fuppofed interens of the . 
United Provinces. The lahours pf tbe hinorian are little more than a record of the 
incon/illency of human nature. and the verfafility of namf",cn. When Jofeph the Se
.con,\, in the ycar 17J6,eut<ruint!1 2 limil"r projcc., it i •• lferted that the Britilli ambaf
f.dor, Sir Jofep11 Yorke, .. lYent p'lrpoftly to Antwerp. to inlligate the inhabit.ntl of 
.. that city to. petitioll the emperor to inlitl on the fr' navigation of the Scheld~ ,.... It, 

" Soo II MIfHilJl". Ji,ffJuIi,J Opbikitli/lf,' or (C Memoin l'ointing: '0 ~he War betWeen Eoslandand RoUand."-By 
I," HOD. J. R.ndorr. "" ., 

• 
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is truly fingllhr, therefore, that wbat .ppear~d (0 reafon.ble ot ~ Tormer period, illould 
now be confidered as a (uffici.nt caufe for inoolving fhe Il'nio!l in tile calan'lities of wlIr; 
and what i9 more fihgubr is, that rhe Britilb miniltry lho\lld "ppear more d~eply inlerelt. 
ed in the prevention of the me.fure than the fla res of Holland themfeh.s. Lord Auck· 
'land ,vat direCted to ~trore "their High M ightinelfts. that .. the' theatre of war w,s 
brought fo !ltar to the confines of their republic, his majeCly 'us both rea<ly and deter· 
mined to execute, with the utmofr good fnith, th~ treaty or J 788. The States;~!l their • 
anCwer tit' this decbration from the Britilh court, prof.lred the Ilrongell belief, thM no 
hollile intentions werc concllved hy ~ny of tbe belLigerent powets againll tben\~ TIn: 
nati,'e phlegm o£ the HQlI~nders begat, in the more peaceful nnd llenuy, a ,renl relLl6t:rnce 
to believe aCtivity nece.o"ry to fave thcir country; all infaperable hatred of the cOllie 

pally ind\lced the more aCtive to diffemhlc thelr expeCtancies of what they moll.rdently 
willled. lf we ",'a1 credit univerCnl report, the Hollander. were equally indifferent ,.ilb. 
reCpeCt to the opening oCthe navigation of .he Scheld(; nnd cnlmly replied, that if fuch an> 
event was to take place, they could carry 011 their commerce .t Alltwerp a$ well ar at 
.Amllerdam. • 

• 

The abfurd ano impolitic decree of the French Convention, p.fFed on the fifteentll of 
November, 179l, in whi~h they propofe" to grant fraternity and .ffifi.nee to all thofe 
•• people who with to procure lib,rty," &cc. co"Itituted another grollnd of complaint 
and alarm, lito ugh there W.llS-lIot tbe flll.lIen token 'Of any intention to invade the terr'. 
tories of Great B.itain; though there was not a poffibillty that fuch an attempt wouW 
have be n fucccfsfult and thou!:h the obnoxious decree c,n only be conl1dercd in tho 
ligl,! of "ridiculoll.5 g,Ceonade, proceeding frOIl) a body of m.:n intoxicated with th~~ 
late unexpecled fute a •• , 'while in re.lity they had 100 much ferious,bufinefs on tl)elr 
.I\and$ to .<Jmi! of {h~ir engaging ;n nny new '1uarr.I'I.-Wilbil1g to explain their con· 
duCt on thefe oec~(ions, and Jcelllingly deC,roll ' to prevent a mifunucrJtanding betwee.l' 
the two nationl, M. Cilauvetrn, amb.ffador 6'om the Frclle], Il,tion,ar London, delive;od 
the following official note to lord GrenviUe, one of his BriuMic majeny'$ fecrerarins
of fiate; 

" the umlerfigned .nilliner plenipotentiary of France has the bonour to commun.* 
.. c.atc to lord Grenville the infiruCtiQns which he bas received flom the executive coun. 
" eil ot tbe Fren~h republic, witb orders to lay them before his Britannic majefiy's fo
" cretaryof fiate for the department of foreign .ffairs, in cafe he illould think he could 
" .\01 r\oeedil y enough obt.;n an il)torview with the minifrer ..• 

• .. The French government, by continnil)g, fince the recall of loro Gower from P.tds, 
.. to le.v. at London a miniller plenipotcntian, thought they g:lve to his Brir~nnic rna· 
u jefryan unequivocal proof of the defirc they had to rem.in in good inte!ligence with 
" the Britilh court, and to fee all thofe clouds diffipated, to which events, Ilfcefi'ary "nd 
.i infeparable from the internal regio";cn of France, fcemed then to have'given birth • 

.. Th 
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.• r The intention's of the executive council of France towarda England bave -never 
::' eeafed to be the fame I but they cann~t rce with ';ndilference the public ' eondua: 
,« , which the Britifh miniftrY'Clbferve at prefent .towards Fr:.nce. It is much 'to be re
." gretted, that they have perceived in thiseonduel an indi/polition which they fiill force 
... , themfdves not to believe. They think it a duty, however, which hey owe to the 
. .. French nation, not to leave it much longer in that fiate of unoertainty in which it 

I 
'" has tieen thrown by feveral me.furet lately adopted by the Briti~ govetIlment-all 
.... "certainty in which the Englifh nation mufi /hare, and which !'lull be equally un
... wofthy pf both. I The executive council of the Frenell republic have conf.quendy 
.j. IItI'thorifed the minifier of Franee, at Lonclon, to d.e.nand, with ope[)nefs, of the mi
.. , .niners of ·his Britannic majelly, Whether France ought to confider England a. a nell
'I ' tr~l or hollile power? and have particu13rl¥ charged hi",.to obtain on this point a de
.•• finitiv. anCwer. But in demanding from tlle mininers of tl ia Britannic majelly an 
'" open and candid dealaration of t1u:ir intentions towards France, the executive cOl1ncil 
.. ' do not wifh -that the fm.Uell doubt /hould cxill reCpecting the difpOOtiom of France 
... to ..... ra; ElIgland, and o( its de lire to remain at peace with it. They even wifh to 
,u anCwer I'reviouJly to aU thofe reproaches which may be thro~n out ag.inl! France" in 
U order to jufiify England. Refle,Clin,g on the rca[ons which might determine hi' Bri
... tannic m'lt~y to break with the French «public, tlie execu.tive council cau Cee them 
•• only tn a falCe interpretation, given, perh.api, to the de«ee of the National Conven
" tion of the nineteenth of November. If the Britifh minifri'y are reolly alarmed by 
.e. that decree, it can only be for want of comprehending the true meaning of it. The 
.•• National Convention never intended that the French Republic fuould {nour infur
.. reGl:ions, and .fpouCe the caufe of a few feditious perCons, or, in a word, that it fhould 
« endeavour 't~ excite dillurbance in allJ neutral or friendly country whatever. 80ch an 
« idea would be rejected by the Frenetl nation. It cannor without injufiice be imputed to 

·If tho National Convention. This decree, then, i, appli&',ble only to thofe people,wbo, 
•• aft"· hnvillK aeqlli,·td their liberty, m.y requell the frat.rnity and alliltance of the 
.. French republic, by a folerim and unequivocal expreffion of the cm.ral will. France 
.. not onl y ollght, and wilhes, to refpeel: the independence of England, b~t that alCo of 

• .. its allies, with wholll it i. not at ~ar. The underfiltned, therefore, hal been charged 
" ,to declare formally, that France will not attack HoU"nd .. hilfi thar vower confines 
. , it fel f, on its part, within the bounds of firia: neutrality. The Britifh gov~rnment 
.. being thuc aJI'ured refpeel:ing thefe two points, no pretence for the lcaft difficulty call 
~, remain, but on ~he quenion for opening the Scbeldt-a qllel\ion irrevocably decid .. d 
. , by reafon and jullice, of little impQtt.nc:e in itfelf, and on which the opinion of En~
.. bnd, .. nd perhaps evet' of Holland. is too well known ~o render it difficult to make it 
.. , ferio.\tJ y rhe fole cauC" of 0 war. Should the Britifh Illioillry, however, clJllorace this 
.. lall 1110tive to induee them to declare war agalhll France, would it not then be pro~
... II1e Jbat their pri.vate iJltcntion was to brin, about.a fupture at any rate, and to take 

•• advanta,e 

• 
• 
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. ,I :I.1vantagc at prefent of the moll futile of all pretence., to colour an ul1ju!l3~grcffion, 

.. long ago meditated 1 
1 

, .. In this fatal fuppofition, whioh the executivc oouncil rejeCls, the undrrfignec\ 
je would be authorifed to Cupport with energy tIle dignity of the Frencli' prople, and to 
.. declare, with fironnef., that Q free and powerful nation will accept wat, and repel, 
or with indignation, all aggreffion fo manifrllly unjun, and fo unprovoked on ' their. 
i, part. When.1I thefe expbnations, .ncceIr.ry to demol,llltat. the purity the inten; 
.. tions of France, ana when all peaceful and conciliatory meafures lhall hnv een el(
/'haufted by tho French nation, it i ~ evident that the whole weight and the who e ro
oe fponfibility of the war, will fooner or later r.,11 upon thofe who have provoked it, 
U Such a war wouM rcal)y be the war onlrof the Britilh minillry, againil lhe Fret)ch 
.. republic; and OlOu)d this truth appear for a moment doubtful, it would not, pcrhap., 
" be im~offible for France til render it lion evi~ent to a natioll, which, in giving it. con
te fidence, never renounced the ex.rcue of reafon, and Its refpea for junke and for tr,uth • 

• 
.. Such are the inllruaions which the underfignrd has receivcd orders to communicatc 

" officially to lord Grenville, inviting him, as well as all the council of hi. lsritanric 
Ie majelly, 10 weigh, with the moll ferious attention, the deliberations and demand. 
II which they contain. It is evident thar th~ French nation dorms to preferve peacq 
.e with .England. It proves this, by endeavouring, with. candour ancl openn,ers, to re
U rIlove every fufpicion whi.ch fo many paffions and various prejudices Me cOlltinll.ll}l 
" htbouring to excite againll it; but the more it /hall have donc to cMvinc~ all ~urope 
.. of the purity of its ,views atl(l the reaitude of its fillell t ions, the greater right it will 
II bave to a claim of not 7ing longer mifundcrf1:oO(t • 

.. The underdgned )Is orders to demand a written anfwer to the prefent lIote: he 
" hopes that the minit'iers of his Britannic mojefly \~ill be induct! 1, by tne explanations 
" which it contains, to aoopt ideas favourable to a good underll:anclio.g betw .. en the two 
" nation's; and will have no occ.lion, in order to return 10 then" to confide. t~e tt!rrihle 
" refponfibitity of a ded.r.lion of war, which would incont.Uably be their work; the 
• conftquenccs of which could be only faral to both countries, .nd to all mankind, and , 
., in which a generous and free people could not long conf(nt 10 betray their own in
.. terea., by cOlltrlbgting to affill and {upport a tyrannical coalition. 

(Signed) 
, 

" CHAUV EI.IN." • 

• To this .Dore lord Grenville returned the following an{IVer; 

.e 1 ~.vo received, Sir, (rom you, a note, In Wllich, llyling yourfrlf mioifler:plenipOr 
• ,. "entlar, of Fra~, 'foU cOlJ)municate to me, as Ihe king's fecret>ry of nate, the in • 

.. iru£\.iol)l which you fiate to bave yeurfelf received froin the executive council or'thc 
L S H .. FrClll~h 

• 
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.. r,:ench republic. YOII are not ignor3"I, that finco the unhappy events o( the tenth 
" of AUJ;ull, the king his thought proper to fufpend ~II efficill communication Wilh 
.. France. You are yourfelf no otherwife accredited to the king, than in the name of 
.. his Mon Chrilli dn majell:y. The propofition of receiving • mininer ~crcdited by 
" any other aurhority or power in France, would he a new qucflion, wh ich, whenever 
" it eccun·ed, the king would have the right to d('cide 3ccording to the interell:a of hit 
<, fubjeCls, Ilis own digniry, and the reganJ.'which he owes to his allies, and to ,the gene-

." ral f~fle of Europe. I am ther~ fore to inform you. Sir, in exprefs an,1 formal 
" Ie. ms, .nat I acknowledge YOIl in no other public charaCter than that of n;linifler from 
.. h [~-! oil: Chrillian majcfiy, and that, confequcntly, you cannot be admitted to treat 
" with the king's minifiet·s. in the qualfty, and under the form, fiated in Jour note. 

" But obferviog that you have entered ioto explanations of CORle of the circum fiances 
.. which have given to England fuch fit'ong groll,nds of uneafinefs and je.loufy, and thar 
.. you fpeak of thefe explanations as being of a nature to bring our two countries ncarer, 
.. I have been uDwiJling to convey to you the notificalion above fiated, without at the 
.. fame lime explaining myrelf clearly and diftincUy 011 the fubjeCt of what you have com-
.. municated to me, though ullder a form which is neither regular nor o8ici~L ~ 

.. Your explaoatiollS are confined to three poillts:-The firn is that of the decree of 
" the Notioll.1 Conventioll of the nine'teentb of November, in the cxpreffionsof which 
! ' 'all England faw the formal declaration of a aelign to extend univerfaUy the now priP
i, ciples of government adopted in France •• nd to encouuge diforder and revolt in all 

, .. countries. even in thofe which nre neutr.L If this interpretation, which you repre • 
.. fent as injurious to the Convention, could admit of any do~ot, it is but too well juf • 
.. li6ep by the conduCt of the Convention itfelf. And tho lpplication of thofe princi
.. pIes to the king'. dominions, has been filewn unequivocal b by tht public receplioll 
n given to the promoters of fcditiOil in this cOllnrry, and by lh~·.fpeeches made, to thelD 
.. l'recifcly at the time of' this decree, alld lince, 011 feveral dilTerelll occaflol1S~ 

• 

.. Yet, notwithfianding all thefe proofs. fupported by other circum fiances which are 
" hut too notorious, it would h.ve been with ple.fure t~at we lhouJd have foco here 
.. luch explanatioM. and fueh a conduCt, 1II would have [.timed the di&nity an onour 
.. of England, with rcfpeCt to what has already palI"cd, and would have ollbed a fulli • 
.. cient feeurit Y, in future for the maintenance of that r¢fp~a towards the rights, the 

• 'govemlOent .. and the tranquillity of neutral powers.whicb they have on every account 
.. a right to-expeCt. .~ • 

, 
',' Neither this fatisfaCtion, nor this fceurity. is found in the lerma of an ezplal\lltiop 

.. w,hich {Jill declares, to the l'£omotcrs of fedition in every country, what ani tho 

.. cafes in which they may count"beforehand·on the fupport and.fuccour of FraftCC; ami 

" which 

• 
• 

, 
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... w~ich refervCl to that country the right of mixing herfelf in our intern.1 afFai rs. 
II whenever file Iltall judge it proper; and on principles incompotible with the political 
•• iDA:itutions of all the countries of Europe. No one con .void perceiving how much 
U a declaration like this is c.lculat~d, to encourage diforeler and revolt in every country • 
.. No one can be ignorant ~ow contrary it is to the refpeCt which Is reciprocally due 
.. from independent nations, nor bow repugllant to thore principles wbich the king bas 
.. followed, on his part, by abll.ining, at all times. from any interference wlblever in 
.. tbe internal afFairs of France. And this contraft is alo';e fullicicllt to fil~ not onl )\: • 
" tbat England cannot confider fuch an explanation as fatisf.ctory , hut that~mun 
.. look upon. it as a frelh avowal of thofe difpofitions which file {ecs with fo jufi an un -
.. eafinef. and jealoufy. . • 

• 

.. I proceed t. the two other points of your explanation, which concern the general 
" difpotition of France with regard to the allies of Gre.t Brit.i ll, and the coooucl of 
.. the Convention and iu ollicer$ relative to the Scheidt. The dcclarotion which you 
.. there make. .. That France will not attock Holland fo long as t~at power Ihall ob
.. ferve a. exaCt neutrality," is conceived nearly in the falne terms with thot which you 
.. was charged to make in the name of his Mon ChriO:ian majeny, in the month of 
.. June 1791. Since that firn ded.ration was made, an ollioer, fiating himfelf to be 
.. employed in the fervice of France, has openly.viobted both the territory and the neu
.. tralityof the republic, in going up the Scheidt, in order to attack the cit~dc1 of Ant
•• werp, not"ithA:~ncliog the determination of the government not to grnllt this parr age, 
.1 and the formal protell: by which they oppofed it. Since the fame declaration ., 
.. made, the Convention-.!tas thought itfelf authorifed to annul the rij;hts of the rcpub
.' ,lie, exercifcd within t1 limits of its''own territory, .nd enjoyed by virtue of the 
.. fame treaties by which b independence is fccu red . And at the very mOllient when .. 
.. under the name of amicable explnnatioll, you renew to me in the fame terms the 
•• promife of refpeCtio the independence and the rights of En~lond "nd her allies, you 
.. announce to me, that thofe in whofe narAe you fpeak, intend to mainrain tbefe open 
.. and injurious aggrellion.. It is not certainly on fucb a decJ.ration as tbis, that :oy 
II reliance can be placed fur tbe c:ontinuance of public tranquillity • 

.. Bat I am onwilling to leave, without a more p.rticu!ar reply, wh at yoil fay 
.. on the fubjea of the ·Scbeldt. If it were true that this quellion is in itCtl f of little 
" import.nee. thil would only Cer". to prove more clearly, that it was brought fll rward p 

.. ODty for the pawofe of ioCulting the allies of England, by t)le infla<'l ion of rlleir Ileu.-

.. t!'llily, aD. by the violation of their rights, which the faith of lrmies obl iges U8 to ' 

.. maintain. Bat you cannot be ignor.nl. th3t here the uttnoll import. nce is attached 

.. to thoCe principles which ,rallce 1I'iOle& to efiablilh by this proceedin,g, and to thofe 
•• coQ(cquenctl which would naturally rcfult from them; and that not only thofe prin-
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, ' 
" ciples. and thofe conCequenoes, ,,,ill never he adillitted by England, but tbat nto is, 
.. alld ever will be, ready to oppofe tllem with all her fbr<:e . 

.. Fr,nce can luve no right ro annul the Ilipul.tions rebtive to the ScllelJt, Dnlcfl' 
" Ihe h,ve alft> the right to ret afide equally all the other treaties uetwcerl l\l.the powers 
~, of EIJroD¢, and all the other rights of, England, or of her allies. She can have nB 

. " 'pretence to interfere in the <:]ue{lioll of bpening the Scheidt, unlers the were the ro-
." vel'eigll the Low Countries, or h~d the right to diaatc laws to all Europe . 

. .. ' ngbnd ne,ver will COnfent th,t France fhall orrogate the power of annulling at 
." her ple.fure, and under the pretence of a pretended natural right, of which Ibe make • 
.. Ili.rfdf the only judge, the political fylle." of Eurppe, dlablifhed by folemll treaties, 
" and guaranteed by the confeot of ~11 the powers. 'this government; adhering' to the . 
I' maxims which it has followed for more than a century, will alfo nc"cr fee with in-. -
" difFerence that France lI13l1makc herfelf.~ither direCl:ly or indirealy, fovereign of tho 
" Low Countries, ~r geueral arbitrefs of the rights and.libertie6 of Europe. Ii France 
.. ' is really def.rou, of maintaining friendlhip and peace with Engtand, the mult thew 
,. herfelf djfpoCed to renounce her viewsof aggreffion and aggranditement, and to coniine 
.i~ herfe1f within her own territory, without infulting other governmenl~, witho~ c!if
,.' turbing their tranquillity, without viQlating their rights. 

" With reCpca to thar clura6l:er of ill. will which is endeavoured to be fouod in the 
" .ndua of England towards Franc~, I cannot difcufs it, becaofe you fpeak of it in 
.. general terms outy, without alledging a fingle faa. All EUl"pe has fcen the jufticc 
" . and the gencrofity which have charaaeri2.eu the condua oft<~,e king: his majelly Ius 
I" always becn defirous of peace: he defires it frill, but ruch ar~ay ue re.l :tIIu folid, and 
" conGilent with the itltereil and digllity of his own dOlllini~, and with the. general 
u lecurity of Europe. , , 

,U On the reil of your paper I ('y nOlhing.-AI to what relate. to me aBd 'my col
U leagues, the king's miniflers owe to his majcfiy the account of their condua; and r 
U have no anrwer to give 'you on this Cubjca, any more than on that of the appeal 
U wh~h you propofe to make to the Englilh nation. Thi. nation, accODlingllll that 
.. conilitutioll by which its liberty and prorperity arc fecnrcd, and which it will always 

, '" be able to defe.1~ lIgainl\ -every attack, dir.a or indireCt, will ocy~r have wim foreign 
.. powers conneCtion or correfpoodeoce, except through me org,an o( ill king; of a llio&, 
.. ,'1'1)0111 it loves and ~everes, and whQ has never, .for an inftint, feparated hil risht .. 
" :his illte{clts, and happincC., frOJll the righll, tho intercib, and the bappinefs of his 
" 'people. • 

( Sigllccl ) 
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, 0(1 the rduM o{ ih'", Britilli ,ni'lifio:rs to treat widi M. CI,nuvelln, as mllliIler from 
the French republic. the executive council confirmed the exphniltiOl\ he bad previoully 
offered in an offieiulllote; oll 'the fourth of Jaouaty 1.. .. 

,1111 that not<! the ex:ecuti"e pouncil unequivo.ca.lly difcJaim the confiruc'tion which the 
' l11illifler$ {;I' his Brita.mic m.jdly I,~d, ~ffe&ed 10 put upon Iht! d~cree'o( th~.fixteenlh 
Of Nove.uber. ~i~. .. That the Erer;tch Con~ntion had held' o,ut encouragement '\0 
.. excite to rebellion the feditioes of all natiorr&." Thoy declare tbat th~e<lree in 
qucfiion " Gou ld not be applicable, but to tha ji1lgle eaft, whcn tbe geu,ral will otn na
.. ti!,n, dearly.and un<quwDcally expreai:<l • .ihould· oali for l.be allUlal1c~ and {r;!.tel'l1liy-or 
" the French nation." With refpoa to the opening of th,; Sl:heldt, they obr.t've, 
" That it is a quelUon nbrolutely illdilFerenl to EnS1QllIl; that it is liftle ioterefiing to 
" fiOJ\,"d; but that if is of the. \ltmoll inlportance to, the BelgiatlS." They aaht ule 

,. , .Iat,ural. ighr of rha~ people to the navig~tion of the ri ver; and obfen'e, that thougll the 
emlleror and the houfe of' Aulhia thought it proper to fqrrendertbis right, the people ' 

, ought 1I0t to be bound by ao aurllority they no longer acknowledged. They declare, 
.. however, "As tbe Frenoh n3tiol\ Ius renounced all conqu~Il, and. only Occllljies the ' 
" Netherlands during the war; that. as foon a' the Belgic nation /hall fil1d itfelf in full 

•. " polfellion of in liberty, "lid wHen its gel\9ral will may be declared legally and U"rot
" tered, th • .n if England. and ' Holland ilion affilt .~ny importance tq' the opening of the 
.. Scbeldt, the execut've council will leave th~t alidir to a direCt negociation with the' 
.. Belgial\S themfolve •• . If the Belgianl, through any motive whatever, Olall confent to 
,,' del'riv~ tbelllf~lves of ,be na~igation of tho Scheidt, France will not oppore it ... · 

-
Whatever may have bee the cfion or the crimes of the French, the candid and re- • 

Beeling mind cannot compa the temperate langl1.ge of this and the other memorials 
{tom the excoutive council r FT~nc., with the harlbnefs ,,,]lich appe.rs ill the ollicinl 
communications of lord renville, without drawing a conclufioll to the difadYlIllt:age of 
the latter. While thefe quefiions were thus i!l agitati.on, hollile preparation! were made 
by Great Britain, and, at ()llce de'parting from the idea of neutral ity, an order was iil'uerl 
prohibit'.ng the export.tio,n of even foreign corl} to France, while it was permitted to 
every other country; anti two velfe)s which had already taken in theil' lading fo~ 

B.yontlfo/lVcro..c:ompclled. to difemb.rk, it. 
, 

1£ the larlgdoge of lord Grenville was not tl1at of conciliation, that which was em~ • 
ployed I:>y lord Allc;kland, hi. Britallnic majelly's ambalfador at the Hagee, in a mcmo- ' 
rial prtfontcd to the Stat'; General of rhe United Provinces, on the t'renly-fifth of 
Januar,. was &O~lJy without a pr«edent in hillary, as proceeding from one frate which . . 

, 
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wilhed to be at peace with another. .. /f/, etch" aJfuraing the title of philofophen, ... ho 
.. had the prefumption to think themfClves capable of enablilhil1g an .... fyfiem of civil 
" fociety," and to" realize a dream of vanity;" ... ho" denroyed all r.c:eived notions of 
" fubordina(ion, manners, and religion," were the tertllS in which the legillalure of 
Funce was defcribcd in an official public paper. They were further charged in thIS cu
Iious producHon with" imbecility and viUany." ..... " Property. liberty, ~uriSy, even 
.. life i&1f," were raid to be .. playthint;1 in the hancll of thefe i~famou. meo, the fines 
" of th:vn0fr licentious paffiOIlS of upine, enmity, and ambition." 

-'While the difpute fii11 continued unadjllned. the bill. which authorized Ihe fecretaries 
of fiate to arren and imprifon alien., or to order them out .f the kingdom at their dif
crelion, was introduced into parliamenl. As this meafute was a dire& infraelion of the' 
oonunerci.1 tre.ly with France, M. Chauvelin, with much candour and moderation, re
monftr.ted againft the bill, os likely to produce fuCpicion and diJUli.raaion in France, and 
as a violation of the fourth article of the commercial tre.ty. In remaNcing on the inju
rious reproaches which had been caft on the French nation a, enemics lothe Britilh con
llitution, M. Chauvelin obC~rve., .. The executive council h;u already repelled, with in
.. digl'\3\ion, fuch fuCpieions.· If fome men, caft out from the bofom of France, have 
.. fpread themCclves in Great Britain, with the criminal intention of agitOlting the peo
.. pIe, and of leadillg them to revolt. l"'1 nol England II'" to proteel the public order I 
, I Could lhe not punilh them I The Republic would, affuredly, not haye ioterpofed in 
.. their (avour. Such lOen are lIot Frenchmen." M. ChauyeJin', note Wia inlbntly 
.relurned, beeaufe in it h. Iud ftyled hi,nfelf minifter plenipotentiary from the French 
>Republic. About the fame time the bill was pared, prohibiling tbe circulation of 

/ 
affigna~. ,,-. \ 

On the feventeentb of January, a (ew d~y. after the ~ng of the alien bill, M. 
Chouvelin, waving the quefiion of bit being accredited 31 tli. miniller of Ihe French 
Republic, Colicited, in very humble terms, an interview with lord Grenville l but Ihi. re
quell was unaceountably reCuCed; and M. Chauvelin himfelf was ooe of the firft on 
wllD" t he powers veiled in miniftera by this ftatule Were enforced. For on the twenty
f.l'Hlh of January, he received the following order to qllit the Itinado", within eight 
days; and that no publicity might be wanting to the a/rront, the order ... iDAned by 
authorit ill the London Gazette. 

• 
.. 1 am ,cha~ged to notify to you, Sir, that the oharaacr wilh wt.~h you had been in

u ve!teil at tillS court, and the funelion. oC which bu1: been fq long fufoeoded hei 
.. h~w entire ly terminoted by tbe falal dCIl1l of Ilia Moll Cbrifiian maje:;' yc:.lja:! 
.. no longer JII1 public charaeler here:. • 

• 
• 

• 
• 
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. .. The king can no longer. after fueh an event. permit your refidtnee i;ere. His ma
ti jelly h,s thought 6t to order that you Ihould retiro: from this kingdom within the 
t< term of eight days; and I herewith trallfmit to you a coPY of the order which hia 
N ",.j~ny in his privy ,council has given to this cff'ea . 

.. r fend you a' patrport for yourfelf and your fuite ; .nd 1111311 not fail to ta~e all the 
.. other neceJf.ry fieps. ill ortier that you may' ret'urn to France with all the attention" 
.. which are nue to the char>aer of minillcr.plenipotenti~ry froUl his Moll-'i;brillia,n 
.. lI\ajefiy. which you havc' exercifed at rhis court. _. , 

(Signed), " GI\ENV lLl,E.'" 

It however appears th.t while the Britilh minill-ry refufed to negotiate with .n au. 
tboriu:'d agent of the French republic. they yet held communications with inferior per •• 
fons on thefe aff'airs. and even authorized lord Auckland to enter into ".negotiation with 
gelTeral' Dumourier. Dumourier inunuates ... that it is probable the Britiffi minifiry 
U had no other defign than to .mufe him. in ol'der to gain time to make the necelThry 
.. preparotio"s for w.r;" and he adds. that .. the treaty entered into by the court of 
.. Saint James's with the court of Turin. at that very period. confirms tile opinion." 
This negoc:iation. which was carried on through the medium of M. Le Mauld/:, a ,c'llnij. 
'denti,1 friend of' Dumourier. was however totally unproduCtive of the haRPY nfc. 
quences which it was hoped migbt have refulted from it.. • 

• • 
PerceivIng an apparent ~aance in· the Englifh minill-ry to trclt with M. Cll3llVe-

lin·; whil~ the ncgociations w~rc flill depending. M. Maret. under fterctary f()rf(Jrdg~ 
aff'ain. was llifpatched fromJ~ance to treat with theBritilh minill-~rs. "It is cOl16deut
" Iy roported;"-fays ~mincnt wrirer-" that M. Marct had it in his inll-rucHona
". unequivocally to olter to our minifiry thefe three points: firfi. tbat t~e n.vign
... tion of the ScheIdt ihould be given up; (econdly. that the Frenth troops. /hotOl cJ.. 
'" not appro.ch the Dutch territories within a given din.nce; lIIId. that the decree of
" the flxteenth o( November &culd be eithet altered or repealed. 

AI the firfl: million of M. Maret was. Row.ver. not attended with any tWea. he was 
fent agaill from the executi,. conncil with enlarged powers. It was .{ferted at Ihlt 
time. tl¥at hi. objea was to propo(e to the Britilb lIIiniflry the ceffion of fOllle of the . , 
mo.ft "aluaillo of the french Welt India' inands. anJ the annexing of the Netherlands 
to the Duleh republic. p!~vi4ed this arrange,nent Ihould prove mutually agreeable to 
tbe States-General and tru: B~lgic congrtfs. " M. Maret w.s. however, . we believe,. 
Dev~ permitted to produce hIs credentials. . He ~rriyed ill England at the very L've of , 

M. ·Chauvclin· 

• 
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-M~ Ch!l.Uvclio·s dcp;rturr, and wa.s alro ordered, without {urtherceremt)ny, to depart 
from the kingdoll''l. n . 

• , 
l' The fo\lowinG letters 1Were t1cli"'61'U\\ to L<'Ird Cre[lVi!1e (No. T. Mlllr.) on Frida,.. tllt! t 

1'9) . hy Mr. 'John Salter of Pop1nr, a[ bis 100'ilJllill'Sl>ffice, Whiteb.;Ul. 011 his Ibrdfhip'& req 
uty.frxth of April, 

irltion, "r1.et h;\V11l1(. 

parn(cu Mr. S;l!tcr'. :mlhority. i: ., 
A-O\.fBER t. 

?:My. La ... , 'IIi • 

U The French. republic bcill i; lIeflS'OUS to termInate 3\1 .its diff'erllncu with Oreat Drit2in.:mil to end :\ war which" 
If ~ manner It is otherwiit: likely to rarc, cannot. fJil to brinr; mifcrics dreadrul ~o humanity on both nationJ I ( 
of ,jllwe the 1i0000ollr to (~m3J\d oi your lonlfuip, :'I~ rtli,Hl.er of his BtiUlTlnic majefiy, a paITport and ('£c condut\ fui 
II :l perron putrclfe.J with rull POWClJ' to rep:!lr ttl I.III'Iuon fortbat Ilutpofe. 

41 Mr J'lhn 5.'1lter, l1(itilry pll~li r,ill L(lI1dQI~1 will deliver this [1'1 your 1l1nHhip, IIn(l, o~ the cpndition of ita being 
" requJ(ltC, :mobLcl' lener, cof'lt;L.infllg' tbe nlln.1C f)f the perfon who will hnve the confi.dc\1oCO tlf hi, l1;\tioll. 

" I have the IU,:mnl1r to he, my lord, 
II )' ol.1r lorJihip'$obedlent hul'l'lblo femnt, 

, . / The miniAer (111 foreign aIfaj~ 
"Parb, AprH.: , ~Q3' "LE BRUN." 

" Sec4nd yeat of tho fr4nch Repoblic-. 
41 'To hi' cxeclleney LunlOret'IVi1le." 

, 
NUM$ER U. 

Ct My LOkn, 
It Al:rte:lble to the intinution given in rov,ti. r(\ le'tter, and which h:t! rot' its objeet the 1'ei\nrlllloa 0( POlca, r' 

~ l1a.vt~,e honour to illforn'l your lonlfhip thAt Mr. Mil~et wiU be tlcputed to give to our I,JlItion tlLlt ~(lr;'.b1o cwent.' 
, II ",ce(l not !'emit'll! yollr tordfhifl. thllt l[will be necclTMY to nttach to bim three pGl"forts, all hi ~ reCl et.ol1t ,ale~ 

' -~ , 
" ue.~hlimbre, "nd A. cOIlI'ier: but .. claim of yoUI' lorafhlp the ncc~':1ry 1)!'0tc8ion for them. _' 

, " 1 have the Ilonour to ,be, my lord, 

t / P3ri" Apri12., 179)' 
rj Tohis excellency Lord Grenville." 

" Sn., 

II YOUl" lonllhip'. mon oh,dient bumble fel'VlU'lt, 

" ThO rololfV,;' (or tORl;ign IIf'.iin, 
~ ~t LE BRUN." 

" , C6py ottbe. Miniftft'slottel'!C 'Mr. 53!ter.-

"You will deliver to his excellency lonl GrcnvH!cj mtniftcr ~l'Iu fecretM'y of fbte to his Brit:lnnie m:.je.tly 100 
U foreign"lllftlirJ, lhe endured lett.er, No. I, .lind, j( bj, lordfhip d~mandf it, aHo tho entk»'e..I letter, No. II, QJ) b~ 
U Iwlf of lbe Frencb Repllblie. . ' 

t' lum, with Cf)6flderatlon, flr, 
II Your V'cry humble.~nd obedient "-"at, 
.. " Tho mfDlt\er£or wei", adItn; 

U .Paril, Apnl :i •• '93, 
~. .1 Seeond ye~r ofthe French 'R.opuhllt. 

II 1.1 BUN." 

, 

u To ~h-. 53!ter, Poplar(Lo"ndon," 

"And I 110 Mten: the truth M th,e befpre.mentioned copiet of l~ N() ..... and No. U. 3S alC" .""r .. ).fr. 
u Salttlr, 10 havo beon f'igned by Mr. Le th'un.t minifter for (I>reign ~lfuirl in FI~,"ce. ill my pl'eferu;c i to bl\ro rc. 
"(;eivell ~he leIters Co deJive~d 10 lord Grenville (lIS oU'o eol"ies of the fame) (rom 1)1, (atd llIuililer, aJUi to hJlvc dot 
'~)iverod lbe {llnl<! i.n!O tbe hllnl!n of Mr. 5altel: ; aad 1 do b.my authorize anddeflte Ihe publication lbcrm£. 

.fI ~i"in.llol.lfe, Surtey, May ",.1'93' tI JAMES MA'l"'I'BEW!'" 
• 

• 
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Perhaps it might have been mofi prudent, notwithftanding thefe affronts, in the 
French Convention to haveabfiained from declaring war, and to have thro\vn the whole 
odium of aggreaion upon theiradverfarics. Yet when we reflect that it was n!rerud in 
the Britifb {enate, .. that the two nations were already in a O:ate of war," which a!rer
tion was fulf .. red to pafs without any contradiction on tbe part of adminiftration; that 
an order had been ilfued for prohibiting tbe fupply of corn to France, while l1(>r enemi •• 
were allowed a free commerce in that article; 'tliat acts had paired in tbe Brili/h parlia
ment, direCtly violating the comlllercial treaty; that the alllh.lr.dor was dir.niIred with 
jgnominy ", nnd the door, apparently, elored againO: all fair and open negociation, it..c.an
not · Inuch (urpriCe us that the French fbould conceive [hat every hope of accommoda
tion was at an end ; and, as the-polreaioo of Holland mull: have greatly facilitated their 
fuccefs; that they fbould endeavour [0 anticipate the boll:ile intentions of Great Britain. 
On the firll: of February, therefore, upon the motion of Brilrot, the N ationnl COllvtn-, 
tion paired the following decree : 

• 
" The National Convention, after having heard the report of their cOIllrr.ittee of 

~ general defeoce, on the conduCt of the ~nglilh government ; 
" Conlidering that the king of England h.1 perfill:ed, efpecially fince the revolution 

" of the tenth of Auguft, 1792, to give proofs of his being ill. difpofed towards the 
.. French nation, and of his attachment to the coa.1ition of crowned heads; 

II That, at the period aforefaid, he ordered hiJ ambatrador at Paris to withdraw. hccaufe 
II he would not acknow ledge the provif,onal executive council, creltcd by the legillative 
.. a1femhl y ; . 

.. That, the cabinet of aint James's has ceaCed, lince the fame period. to corrcCpond 
.. with the French ambalf. < at London, on pretext of the fuCpenfion of the h~'l"etoforc 

" king of the French; . 
.. That, fince the opening of the National Convention, it has refuCed to refume the 

II ufml correCponclenc~tween the two fiates, and to ackno,wlcdge tl.e powers of thil 
II Convention; 

.. That, it h.s refufed to acknowledge the ambalT'ador of tbe French republic, although 
" provided with letters of credence in irs name; 

II That, it has endeavoured to impede the different purchafcs of corn, arms, and other 
II commodities ordered in England, either by French citizens, or the agents of the Re-
.. public; , 

.. That, it hal uufed to be Il:opped fevefal boats and !hips Jaden with grain for France, 
" contrary to the treaty of 1786, wLile exportation to oth.er foreign countries was frec ; 

.. That, in order ll:i11 more effeCtually to obO:ruCt the commercial operations of 

.. By aD an,clo altho cOI1IIlIorcial "''''1, tho difmiJllon al an ambafTador (rom ."h.r court ;" 0 be conOd . ... d 
• • dec.braloioa of war. 

• 5 I .. the 
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" the Republic in Ellgland, it obtained ~n aCt of parli~ment, prohibiting the circulation 
.. of affig'nats; 

.. That, in y'olation of the fourth article of the treaty of 1789,' obtained :ItIother 
." aCt, in the month of January !alt, whicb fulrjcCts all French eiti7,en~ liding in, or
.. coming into England, to tbe molt in1Iuifirori.l, YeKatious, ;rnd d~ngercua forms; 

.. Tharpt the fame timt, and contrar to the firlt anicle of the peace of 1788, it 
.. granted I?roteCtion :lnd pecuniary aid 110t only to the emigrants, but even to the chief, 
.. of the rebels, who have already fought agaiuil France; that it has maintained with 
" them' a daily correfpondcnce, evidently direCted againft the French revolution; that 
•• it has alfo received the chief~ of the rebels of the French Well Indi~ eolonies; 

.. That, in the fame fpirit, without any provocation, and when all the maritime powert· 
. ' are at peace with England, the cabinet of Saint James's has ordered a conliderable na
.. val armament, alld an augmentation of the land force; 

" That, this armament was ordered at a moment when the Englilb minifter was bit
.. terly perfecutillil thofe who fupported tbel'rinciple. of the French revoll1tion in Eng
.. land, and wos employing 211 poffible me am, both in parliament 211d out of it, to cover 
.. the French republic with ignominy, and to draw upon it the execration of the Rnglifit 
.. nation, and of all Europe ; 

.. That the objeCt of thia armament, intended againa France, W2S not even difguirea 
.. in the Englilh parliament; • 

.. That, although the proviuonal execotive cooncil of France has employed every
" meafure for preferving peace and fraternity with the Englilh nit ion, an,t has replie(l 
.. toc.lumnics ~nd violation of t reaties, only by. rerqonltrances founded on the principles , 
.. of juliice, and expreITed ~ith the dignity of free men, th~nglilh min iller has perfe-
0' vered in his fyllem of malevolence and .holillity, conri""ed the armam~nts, and fcnt 
.. a fquadron to the Scheldt, to interrupt the operations of the French in Belgium; 

.. That, 011 the news of the execution of Louis, be ~ied his outr"!:cs to the 
t< French republic ,to fuch a length, as to order tbe ambaITador of France to quit the 
.. .Britilh territory within eight days; 

" That, the king of England has manifelled hi' attachment to the caufe of that trai
" tOT, and his defign of fupporting it, by different refolotiona adopted at the moment of 
•. his death, both by nominating generab of his land army, nnd byllpplying to par
.. linmem for a co"fiderablc addition of land and fea forces, 2nd pufting fIIip. of waT ill 
u coml1lHIion , 

" That his f(cret coalition with the enemies of France, arid particularly with the 
" ~mperor and Pruffia, is confirmed by a treaty concluded w~h the lirft, in the month 
l' of January; that he has drawn into the fame coalition the ftadtholder of HoRand; 
.. that that prince, whofe ferv ile obfequioufnefl to the orders of the courts of Saint JaIDe.' • 
.. and .Berlin is but too well known, bas, in the courfe of tbe French revolution, and 
.. notwithftanding the neutrality which he profelfed, treated with difdaiD the._ of 
.. France, receivl"d the emigrants, har~/fed the Frenth patriott, tounteraCled the}r ope-

.. rations, 



1193·] 
. 

THE FRENCH REPUBLIC • 

.. rations, releafed, in oppofition to efhblitlled uf.ge, nnJ notwithfhnding the demand of 
,. the French milliner, ptrfollS \VhO bad been guilty of forging nflignats; that, in the 
.. mean time, with a view to concur ill the hollile deugns of the court of London, he 
,. gave orders for a naval armament, named all admiral, appoillted Dutch Ihips to join 
" the Englil'h fieet', opened a lnan to defray the expences of the war, put a nop to ex. 
" portations to France, while he favoured fending fupplies of provifion to the Pruflian' 

• " and Aunri.n magazines: , 
.. Ccnfidering, in fine, that all thefe cireumftanees no longer leave to the French reo 

" public any hopes of obtaining, by me.n. of .. " icable negoci.tion, the redrefs df tbeir 
.. grievanc .. , and that all the .th. of the Brit\/h court, and of tbe fradtholder of the 
" United Pro.inces, are .Cls of hofliliry, equivalent to a decloration of lTar, the Na
,. tion.1 Convention decrees as follows: 

" Art. J. The National Convention decbres, in the name of the French n.tion, . 
" th.t, coufidering the multiplied .els of honility .nd .ggreflion of tqe above·met1tion
II cd powers, the French nation i» at w.r with the king of England and the fbdtholder. 
,. or the United Provinces • 

.. 2. The National Convention charges the provifional executive council to c.1I forth
.. fuch forcel as moly '1'pear to them necelI'ary for repelling.thei, aggreffion, and for main.· 
... taining the independence, the dignity, .nd the illterefb of the French repUblic. 

" 3. The National Convention authotizes the l'rovifional executive council to dif· 
.. pofe of the naval forces- of the republic in Ibch a dhnner as the interefis of tbe flate 
.. may 'pl'c.r to them to require; and it revokes.1I particular difI>olitions- ordered- in tbis · 
,. refpeCl by preceding decrees." , 

' \ t -
Doring the winter, general Dumourier bad propofed to the executive council to t~ ke ' 

polI'effion of Maeflricht, without which, he all edged, he could neilher defend the MeuIe,. 
nor the territory of.L17ge. He purpofed to · take and hold the pl.ce without enter
ing into furt.her hoftilitie. with the Dutch, and engaging, by manifeflo, to reftore it at the 
end of the WlU'. The pbce wal 'not then provided with a proper garrifon; and Du· 
mourier being at that time in great (orce in the neighbourhood of Liege, there w.s every· 
p!obability that he would have fucceeded. The executive cou.fcil, however, declined; 
the propofal, aBel ex.prefsly commanded the general to preferve the flriClen neutrality 
to.nrds the United Province.. But, os hoftilities h.d aClually cO,mmenced, the poffemon 
of Holland wn an objed of the ulmOn in;por[~nce to the French, .nd muft, indeed · 
11av~becn decifive of the wi,r in their favour. Had Dumourier continued f.ithful, there 
is lillie &!Gain bal that the'Project might have been mended with fuccefs. Both p.rtio, . 
were JITObably deceived in the commencement of the war: the French lI.ltered tbem
(elves with the immediate c.pture of Holland; while the allies might look with confi. · 
dene. to DO ler. an objea thall the immediate fubj ug~tion of France. 

CircumCtance4 1 . , 
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Circumlbnccd as Dumourier W'lS at this peritld, it il difficult to .fcert.in what might 
be his pllll of ihc campaign. He has hiOl(elf intim.tcd that it w.os long his /ixed inten
tion to cllea an efcapc into fome other country ' alld, with ruch a delign predominant 
in his mind, thore is 110 probability that 1,0 would be very carnett in proraoting the fuc
cofs of his expeditioll. The genual himfelf has. in his Memoirs nated two plans; the 
lirtt of wlWch was propored by the refugee Hollanders, who had fonned a [",all revolu-

• tion.ry co."mittee at Antwerp, and who recommended an irruption into Zealand; the 
other was the plall which the general himfelf gives, as .that which he really meant to 
I'urfue,' while he appeared to favour that of the Batavian cOinmittce; and this wal, to 
advance with 0 body of troops pofled at Mardyck, and malking Bred. and Gertruyden
berg on the right, alld Bergen.op·Zoom, Steenberg, Klundert, and Williamfladt on the 
left, to effect. palf.ge over an arm of the rca to Doft, and tbus penettate ioto the beart 
,of Holland. 

111 the mean time general Miranda WII'J ordered to ad.,ance with a part of his army 
before IVhellricht, 'but was inflructed by Dumourier. not to attempt a regular !iege at 10 
lInfavourable a feafoll, but to alrault the place with bombs and red· hot ball,; and, after 
r4ceiviog intelligence that the commander ill chief had pJlred Mardyck, to leave the COll
tinuance of the liege to general Valence, who was e~peCled from Paris, and march witb 
'the utmofl expedition to Nimeguen,,:Ind in paffil1g the duchy of Cleves endeavour to 
intercel>t the Pruflians,lhould they have anlicipated bis arrival there. Venloo was at 
the f:une time to be attacked by g_eral Champmorill, an experienced engineer. 

. . 
It will remain for our military readers to aetermine, whether, 01 fo much of the Cue. 

cefs of Dumourier's expedition depended on ,the rapidity of .his movements, and the fur
prilil1g of Holland at once by the illvafion of a con!iderable force, it was advifable or 
prudent to divide his army into many detachments, or to w:'lle any part of his time or 
force in belieging places whicb did not lie direcUy in his route . • Maellricht was iovefl
ed early in February, by general Miranda, with twelve thoufand men 00 the banks oftbe 
Meufe, and Ii x thoufand on the right; and by the twenty. third of that mODlIi tbe works 
were all completed. On tbe foll<¥¥ing day the French general fummoned <he prioce of 
Helre, who commanded there, bat his anfwer w.a. a direct refllfal to capitulate. The 
French Ihrn commenced a heavy /ire from their baLteries; and, according to the account 
of lhe generd, tbe town wa, on /ire in feveral places. While the French were con
llructing their works, lhe garrifon made two Callies. but with little fuccef •• 

In the mean time Dumourier alrembled hi. army in the mioity of Antwetp. Pre
vious to his entering the Dutch territories, he publilhed a manifeflo, addrdred to 
the llatavians, • s be thought proper to term them, exhortitlg tbem, in extravagalW: 
Iterms, to emancipate themCdves at ooce from wbat be called the tyrannical yoke of 

the 
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'the 'lbdtholder 19. The French arm)' under Dumourier confilled of twenty-one bat
't~lions. only ,two of which, however, . were troops of the line; he .(Hmates them him
-(elf at about tbirteen thonfand feven hundred men, including cavalry and light troop •. 
This army entered the Dutch territories all the feventeenth of. February, but it .was not 
'till tbc twenty-fecoRd tl).t the general was enabled to pro~eed from Antwerp to join it. 
His lir/l movement was to block up Breda, by means of his right divifion, .>;mder generol 
-d' Ar~on; and colonel Le Clerc, with the left, was ordered at the fame time to block up 
Bergen-op-Zoom. The governors of thofe places abandoned all their crutworks; and' 
Breda, at the time, of its attack, was in a /late of inundati!!". 

On the twenty-thirU of February, count Byland, the govern at or Breda, was fum
maned by the French commander to fllrr~!)der; and o,! his ~e f\lfal, general d'Ar~oll, wirh
out opening the tr.coches, mounted two IIatteries, with four mortars and 'four howitzers, 
v.ry 11ear tl\e town, on the fide of the vi1l.ge of Hage. The bombardmeqt cootinuell 
for fame hours, but ceafed at night; On the fucceeding d;y the French renewed the ~t
tack with great fpirit; and one of Dumourier's aides·d". camp bt!ing difpatcbed to re
new toe fummons, with alfurance. that the general was pr~paring to bring up his whole 
force, the governor was terrified into a capitulation. The garrifon wa. pllowed the 
'honours of war; and onl y twe~4' men were Ion on both fides. 

Th~ fort of Klundert w.as taken by general bumollrier on the twenty.jj'xth. It was 
defended with great valour by lieutenant-colonel Wellphalien; but his garriron amount
ed to only one hundred and fifty men. Dumouri'er next difpa~checl general Berneron to 
the attack of Williamfladt, 'and, general d' Ar~on to Gertr\lydenberg, and on the fo unh 
of MaTch tbe latter place ~urrepdcred on capitulotion, 

• 

At this place ended the triumphs of Dumouri.r. Tb~ fieges of Williamfladt aml 
Bergen-op-Zoom w~'" however vigoroully prefi"ed by generals Bern-ron and Le Clerc ; 
and the commander in chief, by means of a number of craft which he procured at Ger
truydentierg, was preparing at Mardyck a naval equipment to trahfport his liule arlll )' to 
Dort. He was interrupted in his career, if we \llajl credit his own account, by the un
fortunate change which took place in the Netherlands; but fa confidently was the .r
rivalof DUl'DoutierexpeCled in Holland by the republican party there, that, it is pofitive
ly aJrerted, aD botel w • JlfluaUy litting up at Utrecht for his reception. 

While there affairs were tranfaCling, the committee appointed by the National Con
wntion for the .:cv'ifal or the cooflitution, were feduloufly employed in the completioll 
.f .their talk. On the fiftceplh of February, the ne\V,collftitution ,was prefentetl to the 

...... ~ . 

, 
,. See Aj'l'cnllix. 
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Convention by Condorcet, who was gener~lly fuppofed to have had the ptincipallharc 
in its compofition. The features which particularly dininguilhed it from the fQl'mer 
conllitqtiQn, befides the abolition of royalty, were as follow: Tht eledoral aiTemblies 
were aboli lhcd, ana the members or lhe Icgill.ture were to be appointed im9'ediately by 
the primary alremhlie!. The executi"e council, or in other words the mininers, were 
to he eleaed by the people at I"ge; and only to be difmilrcd on the verdia of d fpecial 
jury, on the'~rofecution of the National Alrembly. To prevent 100 fr(quent eleaions. 

. a numher of Jupplement.ry canelidates for each department of office were however to he 
ele8d at the f.me time witb the a8ual fun8ionarie.. The office of miniller of juOi"" 
was to be'fupprelred; and the home .dminillration divided into Ihree departments. The 
admin inration of difiri8s, and the fmal) municipalities, were alCo fupprelred. 

As this conltitution was never decreed, and Wal almon immediatelyfuppbllted by ano
ther, it would be utterly fuperlluous minutely to criticiCe its principles or infiitutes. 
Perhaps a more impra8icable fcheme of government was never invented by man; ancl 
it wil) remain on (ccord a flrong proof holV inconfillent the nudi .. of the metaphyfi
cinn are with the principles of common fenfe, and how littlecon'!ucive to any of tllo 
uferul purpoCts of human life' • 
• 

The next important llUlinefs in which the Convention was engaged, was a rupture 
with Spain. We have alrcady cenfured the arrogant and infolent manner in which th.t 
mon~rch'. truly liberal .pplic.tion in f.vour of Loui. was treated. PriJe, however ex
crcifed, is alw.ys dif.1dvantageous to tbe chal.Cler of individuals, nor is it IcC. prejudicid 
to Ihe interell of 'lations. After fuen.n event, it may we\1 be fuppofed that the king 
of Sp.in coul'd not be very cordially difpoCcd toward. the F~ench nacion; and, prtlred 
by the other combined powers, it is not improbable that he meditated hollilitiel. The 
Convention, however, with that fingular precipitancy which ch:iraderiud .11 their mc.
fures, determined to anticip.te his deel.ration, and on tbe fevcnth Qi- March palfed a de
crec of W31 againll his Moa Catholic majelly, couched in the fo\1owing terrul: 

.. The National Convention, after h.ving heard the report of its corumiuec of gene
.. ral clefence, with refpe8 to tbe condu8 of Spain tow.rd. France, confulering. 

" That. the king of Spain, ever unce the nineteenth of July, 1792, in all COIIUIIU

.. nkotion$ with hi. own government, has eonllantly fpoken with diCrefpet! of the (0-

'J vereignry of the French people, and has alw.ys perfified In confidering Louis Capet 
.. as fovcreign o( the n.tion : 

.. That, by an edit! of the twentieth of July, 1791, he hal e.pofed the French in hi • 
.. dominions to infinite vexations; h.s condemned them to arbitnry imprifonment tUUI 
•• imjull exile; has Cubjet!ed them to injuries and perfeeution, '(or which they hne in 
.. v.in fought redr~fl, and by the fame cdi8 has compelled them folemnly to renounce 
.. their country; 3114 hi. governors and hi. troops have unremittingly favoured the re-

.. yole 
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.. volt of the negroet in Saint Domingo, by furnilhing them with neceOaries, and ex
u changing with them viCtuals, arms, 'and ammunition, by refuling an afylum to the 
" French who ~d, and even, in many in(bncea, giving up Frenchmen, who bad cbim
" ed their bofpitality, to the negroes, by whom they were immediately ma(facred ; . 

u That on the tenth of Augull, 179a, he ordered his ambalrador to withdraw from 
U Paris, choofing not to acknowledge the provifionary executive council apl!ointed hy 
.. the legifiative alfembly ; 

.. That, he has not thought fit to renew the cullomary correfpondence ootween the 
" two courls, ever finee the appointment of the National Convention; • 

.. That he has refufed to -acknowledge tbe amba(fador of the French republic, though 
" confirmed by letters of credence from the National Convention; , 

.. That, inllead of furnilhing to France the contingent of fuccou,.. f1: ipulated by the 
.. feveral treatie., he has caufed the railing of armaments both by fea and bnd, which 
.. can have no other dellination tban to combat the independence of that nation, and 
" join the powe~s combined againIl: her; 

' .. That, while be was mon eagerly preparing this naval armament, "be hypoctitically 
" reprcfented it as only a necelr.ry precaution witb a view to England, wbofe prol'lity be 
.. pretended to fufpeCl, though he was at the fame time, in contempt of all treatie., m.k
.. ing an alliance witb her; that while be was arming hi. frontien, be gave open pro
" teClion, as well a. fucconrs in money, to the e(nigrants, aud the chief. of the armiea 
" in rehellion againft France; 

.. That, in fpite of a conftant endeavour on the part of the French provifionary 
" council, to prcferve, by every means in their power, confinent with the dignity of 
.. Republicans, peace and frarnity with the Spanilh nation, the Spanilh milliner, on 
" the contrary, has purfued one fy11em of oiffimuiation, malevolence, 3nd honility, has 
.. continued orming both by fea and land, and ba.s fent a numerous train of artillery to 
" both the extremities cf the Spanilh frontiers towards France ; 

.. That. when required to explain the precife objea of bis armaments, his anfwers 
I 

" have conllantly heen evafive and dil.tory ; 
.. That, ',e b •• uniformly manifened an attachment to the c.ufe of Louis, and a de

" fign to fupport it by arm., if he could elfea nothing by bi. med iation; 
.. That, upon the new. of the death of Loui., he took every opportunity to infult the 

.. French republic, refuling it. ambalfador any anIwer, and inllantly breakiog olf all 
" communication with hi",; 

.. Thai, he pofitively rcfufed to receive two official notes from the executive council of 
.. the fOurth of January, in anfwer to hi. own of the feventeenth of Decemher,thereby 
.. refu6ng to bind himfe1!' to the obferv.nce of a nria neutrality towards France, to 
.. difarm, and to name commillionero to concen together about the dilbanding the re, 
•• (peai ve force. ; , 

.. Tbat, !inee hi. refural. he baa colleCled together the chiefs of the emigrants ; has 
.. conneCted himfelf more clofely than ever with the court of England, al\ually at war 

5 K a .. wita 
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" with the French republic; and th~t he nirre,1 up, and rrc>w countenances, pubhc 
.. pre.chings, .nd perlecutions, ag.inlt the French ill hi dominions. 

" Confideling, fin.lly, lhlt all theCe c,rcumltanees, I,kw together, I. ave the republic 
" no lo,iger any hope of obt.ining. hy ", .. ns of,friendly ncgociatiofU) the re'reCs Df 
.. thoCe griev.nc",; and lh.t .11 the acts of the court of l\bdrid are tru .as of holti
.. lity, in concert with the cc>.lcCccd pewers, which acts a,e <quiv>lel\t to a dechratiOll 

" of war-' . ' , . 
" The N.ltiollal Convention decrees, That, in confcquence of the rnultiplied ach of 

•• l,oltility.,nd aggreffioJ), above enumerated, the frenc h republic. is 'It war with the 
.. kif'S c>f Sp.in." 

Before we review' the reverCe of fortune which the French nation experienced in the 
Netberlands; it rn.y be proper to advert to the unfortunate expedition wh'ch was under. 
t aken againn Cagliari, the capital of Sardinia. A French fleet, under the comm.nd of 
admiral Truguet, which had {~iled frolU Toulon, anchored beiore the towl\, and com
menced a vigoro.us cannonade againlt it on the twenty· fourth of J~nu.ry; but 3S all · 
the tranCports with the land forces were not yet .rrivc;\, the admir.1 ordered the firing 
to eeaCe on the twellty-ninth. The volunteers, however, being impatient to land, after 
\lfng every argument to cOllvince them how dangerous it mun be to make a/'l attempF 
wim"ut • Cufficicnt force, M. Truguet a length conCented, and gove orders for their 
landing on the fourteenth oLF.bru.ry. Fonr {hips and two bomb-ketches were polted 
before the town, and nearly the f.,me force was placed between Ibe town and ~ fmall 
moun tain defe)1ded by batteries; anotlier C3 me to anehol' before the town to batrer it, . 
~Ild three {hips and thrce frig.tes were employed in cov,dng the landing of tbe troops. 
O f all thefe {hips tbe ThemifiocJes alone did executiun; bpt /he was fet on fire by a red, 
bot bail, and the c~ptain was wounded in the leg, and died four days after. In the nisht 
the Themiltocles was ohliged to retire. The Patriot, which kept 'liP a continual lire fo~ 
thrre days and three nights, expended aJl her ammunition, and had eight Illell wounded, 
fome of them dangerouOy. The Juno frigate had only {even wounded . 

The defcent was effeCted under the command of genersl Cafa-Bianc:a, with' /if teen 
hundred troops of the li ne, and three thouf.nd n.tional volunteen; another defeent was 
to be made at fome din.nce, and :1 certain lignal was agreed on. The fame lignal was 
obferved ;0 the iOand, and the troops h""rd the following word. pronounced through a 
fpeaking trempet : .. Citi::;t/ls, com, on flor.; WI hav. f'MI II jiighl IhI ,_,." The 
troops, howe,er, CufpeCted the de1ulion, efpecially 31 they could obferye with their glaJI'cs 
th.t the invitation came from perfons in the Sardinian \llli(orm. The fecond defcent 

• therefore was countermanded. Cafa-Bianca, however, formed a camp at tbe dilbnce of 
holf a league (rom the town, with Jifteen piece. of cannon and fome mortan; but the 
troop! were fcized with an inftantancous panic, they millook the word o( command, and 
the patloks /ired \lpOD eacb other: the (oldion imagined thcmfclvel too weak in num. 

ber, 
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6, a,ud. T~'1uelled to be re-emborked , and fome of them without .omers bt!pn fO refire 
towards tho fbore. lu this dlfagree.b le lituation the general w:'s compelletl to re-em- , 
Iiark his trooRs,~'n? it was with gr.,t difficulty thot he was abl. even to fave his cannOIl. 
"Vhon the troops returned on board, T rug uet immediately ret fail. The Leopard, a . 
fbip of the line, ran on, filOte, but Ihe .. ew lVeLC faved. A larun, which ran on /hore 
alro, was burnt by the Sardiniaos .. 

" • 
This · failure of' the artack upon Sardinia was a ffil,ia! misfortune in comparifon with 

the hally retreat and final defedion of general Dumourier in the Netherlands.' Although' 
the French forcc Itad .been conliderably reduced, pattly by t he return. of the volullteers . 
and national guards, but principaJly hy the grofs negle8 of the min illers. yet, a$ they 
were fiill numerous, general Miranda conrinued to prefs the liege of Maellricht with a • 

• 
confiderable forto; while general La Noue, with the covering army, was eocamped at 
Herve. The hcad-'1uaneft of gelleral Valcuco were at Liege. while his out-pons er.
tended to Aix-la-CI13pelle, and to the banks of the Roer. On the firlt of Morch. gene
Tnl Clairf,it. haying paired the Roer tI1 the night, attacked the Fren~h polls as well on ' 

• 
-the fide of Dum as on that of Julien. and compelled them to retreat as far.s Aldct_ 
haven, with the lofs of two ·thoufalld men. tlVelve pieces of cannon. thi,tcen amn;uni
tion waggotls, and the milirory chell. The following day the archduk~ attacked fevera~l 
French battericf, and took nine eieccs of cannon. . . 

-
On tbe third, the prince of Soxe-Cooourg olitained a IignaI vi80ry over tlie French} 

~nd dro.e them from Aix-Io-Chapelle even to the vicinity of Liege. with the lofs of ' 
four thoufand killed, fixtecn)lundred prifoners. and twenty pieces of cannon. Tho ' 
French fOl;l:e (eetns indeed a(lhis period to bave been too much divided tl> make. an ef ... · 

• fe8ual reGllonce ; and their officers appear not fuffioientl y informed of the motions of't .1 
tile enemy. The defeat of the thi rd was the fignal for railing the fi ege of Maellricht. _ 
On the fourth, Miranda learned that the enemy was. advancing with more than thirty
fivc thou(and men towa;ds Wick, with the evident i.ltention of throwing fuccoors into . 
M.ellrich!" The general, therefore, bad fcarcely time to withdraw the body of three 
thoufand menf which were polled tbert. under the command.of general Leveneur. before 
they wire aUaeked by the advanced guord of the enemy. The bombardment was how
ever continued in the ufual manner, and Mullricht ruffered conJiderably from the con
&g13tiol1. At twelve o'clock at night ' Mirando gave orucrs for a gencralretreat,. having ' 
fent before hi,m all the artill~ry, which h.ppily arriveu at Tongrcs. being covered with il ' 

rear-guaril of four thoufand' men, whom the allies were unahle. to difcompofe. On thll 
faccecdin, day t~e French.were again attackeu at T ongres. and forced to Trtreat to Hans 
aad Saint TrOll, where Miranda and Valence.formed a jun8i.n; the former having eva· 
c.uated Liege, and ab:indoned it to the en.my. They were alfo joined by troop. under 
prall Hier, Lamorlicre, and CbampllIorin; and after remaininllthere,till the.cig!)t~ . 

t 
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-tp refre/h, Iud having rtp~lfed ·the adnnced gua~d of the enemy, wbo attempted to dif
lodge them, they moved on tbat day towards Tirl~t. 

In this critic~l utuation of alFairs gelleral Dumollrier ought to have .. bandoned his en
terprife '''gainn- Holland, and moved with his whole force to the-Cupport of the flying 
generals. On the contrary, he left his army under the command of! genenl De Flers, 
.. whom"!...he fays-" he kne\v to be,incapable of difcharging the trufr," with orders 
'to take up,llis quarters at Dort. The army in Holland was totally difpirited by the de
p;>,rture of the general; the Dutch navy in the m?" time, was reinforced, and the Prof
.{iaas ~avanced by tbe way of Bois·le-Duc. Infread of proceeding to Dort, De Flers was 
.compelled to throw himfelf into Breda, with fix battalion. and two hundred cavalry, and 
the reIl: of the army retired to Antwerp. 

The f3tisfa61:ion <:l<pretred by the army in Liege on being re- jOlned hy their former vic
torious commander is fcarctly to be defcribed; order and conEdence feemed to be at once 
elbblilheu; and t he hopes of the foldiery anticipated a renewal of the glories of Je
mappe. The Ilrength and vigour, how,ever, of the French army were gone, and their 

·commander was no longer the fame Dumourier, who had triumphantly over-rull the 
Netherlands in the preceding year. 

On the fifteenth of March the A Iffirians att:ICked Tirlemont. in which the French 
had only four hundred men, and which tbey carried .fter an obllinat. refillanee, the 
town being large, and incap.ble of defence. Qn the following day, however, they were 
·again driven from tbat place by Damourier, and eompel!ed to retreat to Saint Tro!). 
The firll attempts were attended with fueeefs; and the'\.\ufrrian advanced.polla were 

• 
forced to retire to Saint Tron th rougb Tirlemont, which they had already paired. On 
tlie eighteenth a general eng.gement took place at Neerwinden; the French army being 
.cov~red on the left by Donnael, and on the right hy Landen. Th,e a61:ion continued, with 
great obI1:ioacy on botb fides, from feven in the morning till five in tbe evening, when the 
French were obliged to fall back, and the Aullrian cavalry coming up, put t).em entirely 
to Jlight. The lofs in each army w'u great. The French difplayed c0ll6derabie cou
rage and addrefs, but were overpowered by numbers, and perhapa by the treathery of 
<theirtJwn comm~nders, as welln by the fuperior Iki II and difcipline of tlleir enemie •. Du
mourier himfelf, in a letter to general Duval, faya of this battle, that he attacked the 
enemy in the famous plain of N terwinden, and fought the whole day with his right 
."ing and center. The left wing, w'hich was commanded by geneul Miranda, he ali'ert., 
not onlf fought i11, but abandoned hilll, and eed beyond Ttrlemont. In hi, Memoirs 
the general alr.rts. th. t general La Marcile committed the firIl: error of the day. He 
.entered the plain of Landen, ICCOI'ding to his infrruClions; but finding no enemy there, 
he made a mo velllen t to the left, to fall upon the villJgc of Oberwinde, and thence w .. 
thrown into confufion by the fecond column. General Valence, who commanded the 
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French cay'alry, 'IUS wounded, and obliged to relire 10 Ti,lemonl, but they were fiiH vic
torious over the Aull,i.n horfe, He repeats the charge ag.inll general Mi,.nda, of hav
ing retreated while his troops were quite fre(h, and .ttributes this de(eClion to a jealollf)" 
of general Valence. 

Miranda, however, in a eonlidential letter 10 Petion, dated the twenty-Jirll or March, 
.. cry di"rcaly intimates hisfufpieioll of treachery in the commander in chief. HlO,faysthat" 
Dumourier, who had never failed to confult him upon every other occlfion, did not even 
mention the arrangemenu for the battle of Neerwinde~ to him. co At eleven at night." 
-fays he-CO my orders were delivered in writing, and I lea,rnr in • converfation with 
.. him, thu we were to offer bmle to an enetn)' Jifty-one thouf.nd Ilrong, very advan
.. tageouOy polled-. and a formidllble train of artillery. with a force inferior to theirs, 
.. and with every difadvantage of fitu.tion and encampment_all thi .. wo. to be eJfeCled 
.. without having previouOy reconnoitred the ~round, or the particu13r pofition of the 
"enemy. Mir;,nda proceeds to air crt, that he made a vigorous attack in Jive different 
columns, three of which were led on by bimfelf; and that at 1.11 his trOOpl, after fight
ing a confidcrable time with various fuccef., were obliged to give way to fuperior 
force: and that they did not aballdoh the fie ld in a cowardly manner, the lofs which thia 
diviGon fulfered lIlay be cited as a proof. finee it amounted to not lefs than two thou
f.lOd in killed and wounded. The whole of the Iof. Dumouritr nates at more thall' 
tbree thouf.nd. and. th.t of the ImperiaJins at fourteen hundred. The Fr~ncb alfo 
100: a great part of their cannon. 

The battle of Ne~rwinden walratal to the French; for, betides the lOCI above Ilated,. 
the gene"l obr.rves. that upwa;a. of fix thouC"nd men immediately deferted, and pro
ceeded taw.nll Brufi'els and France. The retreat of the F.ehch was, however, lIlade in 
good order, and Ihey continoed lkirmi(hing till they reached Godfellhoven, about :I 

league (outh of Tirlemon!: Here the French formed in order of b.ttle, anti the t lVO 
armies felled the whole night upon their arms. On Ihe nineteenth little wal .t
tempted, and OR he night of the twentieth Dumourier took pofi'ellion of the heights of 
Cumpticb~ behind Tirlemon!, from which place he bad time to wilhdraw his mag.·tinel. 

Allhe gtneral, however, if we may trun his own account, clearly perceived that ho 
could 110t long maintain himfelfin this poution, and that it afforded noproteClion either 
to Louuin or BrufI'el., he availed himfel( of the twentieth, while the Aullrians lliIL 
remained before Tirlemont, to pafs the Welpe, and enc&lllp ncar Bautetfem, having his · 
right at Op and Neerwelpe, and hi. left on the heightl, anti in the wQ9ds in the frollt 
of 2iacUenberg. Here he w~. attacked by the advanced guard of tbe tnemy, who were 
I1bwC'ler rcpulfed. While the general w .. engaged in repelling this alr.ull, Danton and . 
La Croix arti,ed in the eamp, •• eommi/lionen from the Con vention i and after reui v· 

ill 
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ing [olne explanation Croln him, relative to a letter which he had written to tlle Conven
tion on the affairs bf Belgium, they returned. 

'On;the 'twenty-firfi Dumourier judgcil it propI!T to tdke poll: nearer Louvain, ~nd 01\ 

,the following day-he, was .ttacked by the enemy. The .Clion wa bloody, and baed I 

,the whole day; but the Imperi.li/h w,ere compelled to retreat with greallofs. On the 
evening J>receding this .Clion, general Dumourier fent colonel Montjoye to the head 
quarters of the prince of Cobourg, 10 treat TefpeCling the wounded and the pr~foner$ • 
.. He ,there"-continuel Dumourier-" faw eolonel MaCK, an olicer of uncommOQ 
" merit, who obferved to colonel Montjoye, that it might be equall" advantageous to 
" both parties to agree to a fofpenlion of arms." Dumourie~, who had deeply conlidered 
the /itu.tion Or li,i, army, fent Montjoye ag.in to colonel Mack on the twenty-recond, 
to demand if he Would come, to Louvain, and make the fame propofition to Dumourier. 
Colonel Mack came in the evening, and the following ~rticles were verbally agreed to~ 
o£rO:, T~at the Imperialifis Ihould not again a!lack the Frettch army in great force, nor 
general Dumourier again olfer battle to the Im~rialitls. Secondly, .that on the f~ith of. 
this taCit armilliee, the French Ihuuld Tetire to Brulfel. itowly and in good order, with
out any · oppolition from the enemy. And 13001y, that Dumourier and colonel Mack , 
lhould have anolher interview ~fter the evacuation of irulfels, in order to Settle further 
articles.that m~ht thtn be mutually deemed neeelI"ary. 

, . 

Either ai.llrutlfu1 of Dumourier, 'however, or from other motives, the Imperialill~ 
.<under general Clai rfait, attacked an advanced guard ,of the French, poO:ed at 1'.II.n
llerk;' in co'nfeq~ence of which ,tile latter were obliged abandon LODvain, and gelleral 
Dumouri.r tranfported his wounded, ~lId the :IIour for his army, in boats to 1\<...,.hliil. ' 
The F.re~ch army cffeCled tbeir retreat tow~rd, BruJfels in the night, otherwife,.Du--> 
.mouriec .himfclf ll:ates, to the honour of his new ~Ilie" .. That, notwithllandiog the .. 
.. verbal flipulations IIJlTccd to by colonel Mack, they would probably have C.\zed upon 
AI this opportunity to dearoy, or .eotirelf difp,,~fe, the French army." 

Dumour'er,;t ~ppears, continued 'faithfully to obferve, on his parr, the term. of thi. 
"'groement; and he a1fo allow. that the prince of Coboarg 10 far ,adhered to them, tbat 
he remained three day. at Louvain, -fending only fmalJ detachments to hang on the rear
,guatd of th French. ,On the tweuty-Jifth ,general Dllmourier, with his army, palfed 
throug" Brulfela. The <citadel of Antwerp was tbe only fortified place he was ahle to 
keep, Which he g~rrifon.,u with ~"o thouf.nd men, and /ix months provRionl, in order 
.to preferve a ~ommunicalion with the troops which h:ul beeR left in Breda ,md Gertrny- • 
,den berg. ,HIS deligo, he fays, was to have formc<l a tlronl! line without tile territory of 
:France, to ~he kft by Namnr, Mons, Tourn.y, Courtra", AntweTp, Breda, and Gertruy
.denberg, till he CQuid recruit his forces; b"ut the line in ODC parI "OIl brokeD by the De
.c:cffilry "cv~uatioD of N.uuur. 

• 
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On ,t~e tweoty.feventh the general arrived at Ath, where he received orders from the 

COilVention tO,arret! the colonel of the feventy-third rcgim~nt of infantry, and gener:>.1 
.Mirando. On tile fame day colone1 Mack arrived at Alh, A furtheragreellJellt wos then , 
entered into between that officer ond Dumourier; ihe terms of whleh wt!re-" That 
" . the french army lbould remain fome time longer in the polf.ilioll of MOilS, Tour-

~ " n3Yt and Courtray, wi,thout heing h3ralfct! by 'tbe lmperial arlnY ,; that !lenora) Du
. " monrier, who did net telleea! from CO/OIIC!, -Mack his drjigll of marching "goi'lfi Paris, 
.. lbould, when' thdt deligns wCI'e ripe for execution, regul"te the motiQfII of the flO
C< peri3liils, who lbould only a6\ M auxiliaries in the execution of their plan; that 1"1\ 

• 
" the caCe of Dum!>urie,.'s having no need of nffifiapce, which was to be greatly de-
.. /ired by both parties, the Imperinli./'ls lbould not .d,vallce farther than the frolllie" of 
" Fr.ince, and that the rotal evacuation Qf Belgium fhoulcl,b« the price of this comic
.. [ceoJio/); but if Dumouri.r could not effe& rile re.efiabJi!hment of a limited mon
" archy (not a counter-revolution',) he himfelf {bonld indicate the 11l1mbcr and the kind 

, .' of troops which the 'lnlpcti~],ifis ' Illould fllrnilh, to ~id ill the projeCl" nn d whicll 
. ' 

.. Ihould be entirely under Dumouric",s dire6\ioti.'I-Dumourier !I1mle colonel Mack 

.cquaint,ed with his de/ign of nl3fchlng the !oUowing doy to Tournay, with the marcb of 
general Neuilly to Mons, and of the .3tnry of Holland to Courtray, It w.s finally' de. 
cided, th.t in order to combine the operations of the Imperial troops under the prince of 

I 
Cobourg, .md tboCe u,ndcr ~he pI'inco of Hohenio.e, at the time wheJl D'\mouri~r Iholild ' 
march ro Paris, Conde {hould be put into the hands of the AuJlrians as a pledge; that 
tbe AuRri.ns Olould garrifOll the town, but without any pretellii6n~ to the foY~reignty; 
and on the condition ihat it Ihould be rellored to France ae th~ conclulion ,Of the war, 
and ~fter an indemnity JhojJld have been fetiled between the tlll.O parties; but d,~t oil 
the olher tpwns belonging t4 F"nce /hould, in thf cafe of theconRitutional party need
ing the affifia'l.ce of the Imperialifis, receive garrif,Ons, one half ,Of which lb,Ould be 
French troops, ~nd tbe ot!).r half lmperialifis, under the orders of the Flench. Gene,: • 
<tal V .len~e, gcncra( 'l:hotlvenot, the <luke de Chartres, m\d cclonel Montjoyc, ./Ii~etl 
at th:s conference. 

I 

Dumourier:mived 00 tl1 e twenty.eighth at TOIITl13Y; and there he Jeamed that gene
ral Ne"illy's divilion bad abandoned MOilS, and thrown rhemfelve. inte Co"ac .nd Va
lenci<l1Itcs_ Here he found m.dal'lle Sillery and m~damc d'Orieans, w),om, he rays, he 
h ad never till then f'en. from hence he addre/fed a letter to Bournenvi"e, dated the 
twellty.~ightb of March, in which he gave all a CQuot of rhe retrc3t of , part of the 
arroy, under gel)er.l. Neudly and Ferraod, who, by the deCertion of a great number of 
\,olufltCt.nt , ",ere 'obliged ttl eVacuate the' city of Mons during the nigbt. Genetal Ma
raire, military commander of Antlverp, c.pitulate.l, and by th:lt 1netb'ld, though n'lr tile 
mon honourable. yet "indi fpenfably necc([ary, raved a boay of ten rhouf.,nd men. He 
ailded, that colon¢ls Saint Clair and Thouvenot wtre attacked witbout men"s of do
fcflCc; that the military convoys were deuined at Bruges; that hehatl difpatched (lme 
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~1'OOpS in order to liberate' thofe convoys; and that he hac! fcot forces to garrifon Sai,lt 
Oilier, Cambray, and all the places 00 th.e line from Dunkirk to Givet. At thi. period 

• DUllIourier dcfcribcd the army as in a /late of the utmo/l diforder, 'anI! •• not hning 
provifionl for Inore than ten days. He faid Ihat the pretend..! fDccour, of men from tbe 
departments of the north r.onfilled only of old men and boys, who,lfo far from being 
\Jfeful, ferve<j only 10 conCume the provifions, and incr""fe tht COll(w.on. He declared, 
that if orJer and difcipline were .Ilot .re/lored-that if fifty •• Ilhorities, each more abforel 
than the ot-her, continued to direll .11 political and military operations, France would be 
loft; and he added, that with a fmall lI'umber of brave men, he would .,ury hil1lfelf un
,der the' ruins of his country. Iie affirmed, tbat it was impoffible for him to flop tbe' 
JlCogrefs of the enemy, who, without ~mu£i"g thcmfclXes with fieges, might, with an 
a"my of twenty thoufalld cavalry, lay walle and reduce to albes .U that part of the 
cO\1ntl)' which lies in the vicinity of the metropoli.. He concluded thi. melancholy re-

_ prefenTation with bellowing cologiums on the clemency and moderation of the Aultrians, 
who, he obfcry.d, were entitled to the more praife, as from the examples of cruelty and 
outrage which tho French h:ul ex.hibited, a very different condutl on their part might 
have been expceled. .. 1 have alw.ys affirmed,"-rays he-" and I repeat, tJl.t • rcp.w
" I;e ca.n only be founded on virtue, lIIId that frett/om call be maintained onl1~ order 
" and wircid'01," Tbe frequent rept03Chful addrdres to the Convention from the geno
ral, were at length con/lrued by tbeill. into infult and tte.(on. He had been too much 
ilc'cullomcd to . the Ilratagems of wat~ aDd the findfe of poLitical trallf.Cliona, root to be 
previoully informed of the de/ign of the Convention 10 order him a prifuncr to. 

! theil' bar. • 

Three cOllHuiffioners from the executive pqwer h.d be~n difpatehed, under tbe pre" 
rence or' conferring with the general concerning the aft'airs of Belgium, but re~l1y with 
" view of founding hiS jntention$. They found him nt Toumay, in company with 
marla me Sillery, young Egalit", and Valence, an~ furroundcd wi~h dq"uations from the 

I dinri~ of Cambrny. The illte!view w~s violent: Dumourier exprdfed himfclf in 
tenns of inveelive againll the JacObins. "They will ruin France,"-faid h~-" but r 
.. l"ill fave it, though they Iboul</ call me a Czfar, a Cromwell, or a Monk." Th& 
COlll\niffioners carried the converfation no farther: they departe", anll returned next' 
,$"y, determined to dilfemhlc, in order the better to dircoycr the extent of hi. viewl. 
The generotlthen f>ecame more expTIcit; he {aid thattbe ConventiQl1 were a herd-of ruf
ijans, wbom he held in abhotrence; that the volunteers were poltroons; but that 
.11 their QiTom would be vain. "A, for the r"'l, "-added h_" tbere /lill teMllins a 
" , party. If the queen and her children are threatened, I will march to Pari~t iI my 
OJ fixed iotention-and the Convcnrion will nllt exift three weeks longer." The com
minioners nlked~\im by what means he would ri:!place the Convention I Hi, anf~ wal, 
" The lIIeans are already formed," They a/ked him, whether he did not wifu to hayc 
Ihe bll conllitution I He replied, th.t it Waf a foolilh one i he expeClecl a ,bener from 
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<Condo~t: tile 6rl\ conftitution, witb all it, imperfec\ion./ w~s preferable. When • 
theyalked him whether h. wilhed to have a king, he r plied, .. We mull have one," 
He alfo told tbem, that he was employed to make peace for Fral)cc; th.t he had already 
entered into a negociation with the prince of Cobourg for an exchange of prifoLlers, .'Id . 
for the purpofe of withdrawing from Holland thoCe eighteen b.ttalions, which were on 
'the point of bein, ellt olF. When they informed 11im that thofe negociations with Co
bourg. and the peace whieh he wilhed to pr~ure fOl' franc., would not cliange repub. 
lican. into royalilb, he repeated the nlTertion th.t he would be in P.ris in ~lree weeks i 

and obfcrved, that /ince the b~ttle of ]emappc. be had wept over his fueecf. in fo bad .• 
caufe. Dubuiffon, one of the comruillionefl, then propofed to communicate to "him the 
plan of a counter· revolution : hut he faid that hls own wa, better; that he would make 
the cenquefi of Belgium for himfe1f. which he would rule under the proteaion of the 
hOllfe of A uftria. 

The eonverfation of Dumourill' with thefe commillioners was no fooner made public 
jll Paril. than the fufpition. of thofe who entertained apprehenliops of his treachery 
were converted into certainty. The general bimfelf had been previoully order~d to the 
bar of the Convention; he was to be fuperreded by Bournonville, the mininer of wa ; 
and four cOlDmiffioners were fent to the army of the north. with powers t" rufpend and 
arrell all genoral. and luilitary officers whom they Ihould fufpeCt, and bring them to' 
the bar, ' . 

As the commiffionen wilhed to proceed with caution, titer. halted at Lifle; and dif
patched a fummons to the geperal to appear in that city, and anfwer the chal'ges agait)f1: 
him. The general, howe,.r, Load already arranged hi; plan; the Rubicon waS paWed I 

and he returned only for anf".r, that he..could nl'lt leave tIle .rmy for a moment, while 
the enemy wa. cutling him off from every retreat-and that he would onl y enter Liflc' 
to purge it of thafe traitors who infefiod it. . . 

On the >wensy-ninth of March, Dumourier learned that Antwerp had been al.:~
cloned by the troop. which be had fiationed there i and that they had effeCted the,r 
retreat to the territories of France. On the<foJlowing day, he reColved to raif. the eatnp 
at Tonrnay, and occ:apy that of ldaulde. In the mean time h. fent orders through co
loned Mack to the g~ifon. of Breda and Gertruydenberg to capitulate, on condition of 
bel"g allowed to march bIIolt to France. He alro ordered general MiaczinJki, who wu 
'at Orchiea, to march witb his di.,i6on to LiRe, and arreft the commillionc[$ of tbe Con. 
vClltioD i but that general, imprudently divulging the objeCt of his tn~Il"on, no fooner 
enta'cd the city tban the gates .. ere Ihut upon him; he W35 fellt to Paris, nnd brought to 
the l'callOld. By the patriotifm of g~neraJ. FerraQd and Ecuycr, DUOlourier was alfo 
fnlfuatcd in lUI atltlllpt to rencler hil1lfelf maller of Conde! and Valenciennes. 
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The attempt to arrefl: an able general at the h<ad of ,li6 army w •• hold at leafl:, and in-
I deed did not argue a fuperior degree of wifdom in the agents of the Convention .. The 

cOlnlOillioncrs, nevcrtheltfs, proceeded, on the firtt of April, to Saint Amand, the head 
quarters of Dumourier, .Iid, heing admitted to Ill. pleCencc, exphincd to him the objta 
of their million. After a conference of Come hOlm, the gene,,1 oblerved, fmiling, 
.. That he valued his hoad too much to Cublllit it-to an arbil.-ary t,.,bulIat;" and find • 

• ing that h" could not perfuadc them , to, favour his intentions, he gave tbe lignal for", 
.' body of fol'Ders who were in waiting, and ordered the mininer of war, Bournollville 
, (who waS feot to fuperfede hjm) and the cOOlmillioners, Ca,~us, Blzn'f' l, La Marque. 

and Q,linette. il1lll1euiatply to be conveyed to gen!rnl CI?irfnit's head qulltters at Tou)'-
lIay. as holtage. for tlie I:,fety of Ihe royal family. • 

• 
Dumourier, notwitbfl:anding his fplendid t~lents, ~ppears, however. to Qave been groR". 

ly mill:aken with regard to thc ' difpofition of his army. Howevor they ,night be dif, 
pofed 10 refent the affront which waS fo imprudent! offered to their general. in !lrder

I ing him to arJlc.r ~s a criminal at Paris; yet when he l;'lIJe to propofe tl) thein the ref· 

I
r t oration of royalty. in the perfon of the prince, and- to lurn their arms againll: their 

country, the prejudices Or the patriotifm of Frenchmen .O·umed tbeIT wonled inftuence. 
r .Ild they cot'ildered it as 'their dury to difohey. The generation no ti,ne 1n difpltching 
I colonel Montjoye to acquaint colonel Mack with the arr;fl of the commillioner£, and 10 

l appoint the time and place for a confcrevce to conclude the terms of their treaty. 1)ur
r ing l;be night he compofcd a manifell:o, addrefred to his army. which he digefted anll put 
I. in order tl)e (ol1owing day. 

" , 
- Gn the morning of the thircl he went to the ca.np. and ~?drefr.d the troops. who. he 
fays, appe.rell to approve his co duCt. He then proceeded to Saint Amand. ill which 
plac~ was the corps af artillery. who alfo expreR"ed their [ati.f.aion. At Saint All)and 
general DIlITjourier thought it prudent to fleep, for the purpofeof marking his confidence 
ill thp \l'OOps the,'e.-The wl)ole of the tbird, he fays. paJI'cd with as much fuccefs as be 
could e"pea; e"ccpt th.t murmurs were heard among fome of the battalip,), of the' , . , 
vol uMeers. 

0" the fuccceding day Jy" left general Thouvenot at Sain\. Amand. and depart. 
ell hilnfdf for COllde; but be had not approached that forners within half a league. 
before he was met by :In officer difpatcbed by gellcraJ Neuilly to inform hitn tbat the gar. 
rifon !vas in tl. e greaten fermentation. and that it would not ~ fafc for him to enter the 
pla~e. ~e ftllt ba~k rhe officer ~ith an Qrder t? g.ener.l .NeuiIlYI to fend tbe eigbteenth 

• r,eg,ment of c.valry to eCcorl h,m. He had Jull: befOl'e overtaken a col<ltnD of vobtn
, teefs marching towaco. Conde. who. however. did not then attempt tp moleft him. 

", While they wer.e yet in light it was that general Neuilly's mea-engel' arri'v.d; and he 
, had 
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Had fc"rtely delh'e rcll his melI'Jge to the olliar. when the head nf the colulnn quitted 
the high ro'!!!.: a"d roll toward. him with {bouts and menaces. and a u1iverf.,1 exclamJ
lion of .. StOp. ilop!" 'J he general now perceiving himfelf in the mo!l imminent dan
ger. mounted a. horfe belongillg (0 a dOllle/lic of (he duke de Ch"t re •• allo dtaped 
Ihrough a dreadful dilcharge of mu!kw'Y , which lhe whole column poured upon him Jlld 
his alI'vciatcs. .. 

• 
Finding it impo/lible to gai" the ' camp of Maulde, the general proceeded-along the • 

• Scheidt, and l'aJr.d the ferry near the vilbge of Wikers, 011 the Imperjal terrilory. 
F rom this place he continued his route on foot to Ilu ry, wher.c in the evening' he mee 
colonel Mnck, and paO,,-d the night in dig.fl:ing the proclamation of Ihe prince of Co
bourg. which appeared on If'e fifth, wilh that of general Dumo.urier. It was alfo ' 
.,reed in this cOllf.rence, that as foon as the general (bould be maller of COlld~, he 
fhould ddivcr it to the Aullri.ns, to ferve as a maK.zinc lnd Illaceof arms, in cafo of 
aid being dem.nded h)' Dumou';er. 

• 
• 

The procbmation of Dumoutie,r cQntained a recapitulation of hia fervices to the , . 
French republic; a !latemenl of the cruel negleCt which his :wmy had experienced in the 
preceding winter, and of the outrages praCti fed by the Jacobins towmls tht' generals of 
the «public. and particularly towards himfclf; the reafons which induced him to arrelt 
the commi/lioners; and a glowing. pi<tture of thq'evils to be apprehended frolll. continu
alice of allarchy in F,'ance, It concluded with ,.n exhortation to,the Frenchl to reltore
t11e cOl1!litution of '789. 1790, and 1791; and a decJaration on oath that he bore arms 
only for lhe tettoration of that coofiitution; 3no that as foon .as he had elfeCted that pu r. 
""fe, he would for ever ab,ndotl evuy public funCtion, and in folitUde confole li imfelf 
'Yith having contributed to tbe happlllefs of his f.Uow citizens. 

, 

The manife!lo of the prince of Saxe-Cobourg, which accompanied the preceding, rc
S'eacd great honour on'that ge,;eral; and it Can never be fu/!ideotly rcgretttol , th~t ti le 

-terms which it reid forth were ever d~parted from by lh. allied powers. It pafred high 
encomillms'OR"fhe difillterened and patriotic views of general DumouJier, It announced 
tltat the .. lIied powers, were no longer 10 be cOllfidered as principals, but mer~y as auxi
liaries in the war; tilc:t they h.d no olber objeCt but merely to co-operate with general 
Dumour;er in giving 10 France her confiitutional king, and the w!ftitutio".foe formtd [.01' 
hCl'Ii!!. On his word of !)onour he pledged himfelf, that he would not cOlUe 111'011 the 
p,..n.:h territory to make cot.J~uells, but folely for the ends ahove fpecified, The prillce 
decl.r tber, that anl' firong places which lhould be put into his hands lhould he 
coglidcred .. facred depauts, 10 fle delivered up as foon as lhe cOIl!litutional govern~ 
ment {bould be .n.blifhed m France, or a. foon 3, gcner:U Dumourier Ihould de- , 
mand them .. 

, r 

• au , 
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On the firrh o( April, at day. break. ,enera! Dumollri .. proeeeclod. with an tfcort of 
' fifty llUperi~1 dragoons. to the advanced gaard of hi' (Imp at Mauldo. }ieharangu
ed the voops; but though there was no open oppolition. he obferved fome indica
tions of that fpirit. and feveral faCtious groupei .ifemblcd in dilferellt parts. His uext 
defign was to go to Saint Amand; but as he was'entering the city he w~s metJ>y an aid· 
dc,c~lllp. who ' informed him, that during the night th.e c'orp. of artillery. excited by 

• (ome emilfaHes from Valen~iennes. had r,ifen upon their geneul. and were lnarch;'l, to 
• that rOflrefs •• The nwney. however, and the equipages of the officers. which relllained 

in the city without a guard, ho com~nd.d to be cooduaed.to Rumogie .. 
• • 

The defertiol) of the corp. of artillet.y _as the f>gnal for (eneral rel'olt. General 
Lamorlic,., on whom Dumourier had placed fome dependence. imm~iately took hi, de-

o 'parture for Valencionnes. The gener.1 was himfelf at Rumegie •• when he heard of the 
defeCtion of the troop. in camp. Nothing was now left but to provide for his per(onal 
fafely. He mounted his horfe. attended by general and colonel Thouvenot. the duke 

• de Chartr~. colon6! Montjoye, .nd a few others of his naif. He was ronewed in the 

, . 

courre of the day by about feven hundred horfe and eight bundrod infantry; there were 
th~ whole tha~ could be prevailed on, by the utmoft {plIcitations of their ojIicers. to de~ 
.(eJ'! to the en~my. and feveral of ,hefe afterwards retunltd. 

The military cheft whl<;h DUlnourier had renloved, was recovered by a party ef' Frenell 
,ehalfeuu. and brought to Vuleneiennc$. At Bury gcne~al Dumollrier found colood 
Mack. and proceeded with him to Mons. It was agreed that the ImperiaHftslh01lld illl • 
.mediately lay fiegc to Conde. The rank of feld·zeugmeiller (general of artillery) Will 
.conferred on Dumouricq but he did not long enjoy the new ollice conferred upon him; for, 
as it wa', the price of treacherS', he was e"" regarded "lIh a fufpic:iolll eye, which compel
led hii" very fooll to lay it. down. and attempt ~o withdraw t~ fome place of retirellMnt. 
In this, however, the fugitive geuer~1 was fruftratcd, not being permittcdto acquire eYeIl 

' 3 telnporary relidence in ~ny of the place, to which he retreated lOr that purpofe, except. 
unde\' rcnriCtions !'I!e molt IIIprtifying and./lumiliatinl_ falutary lelfob to> maokind. be 
their ,1hti'oD or rank in life what it l1Iay, never to c1ev~te from the patb qf inte&rity. to 
wander in the maae. of dUl'licityand deceit 7_, 

Had til" combined powen made a prudent ufe of this oJ1ltOitQnity; bad they ofFered 
rcafol1ab1e terllll at thi' cri(il to the Frellc:b ; had they e:ltendcd ~be gJive·braoch, and 

• • 
,. It 1\0, been co.fi4enlly all'"te<l th .. DUlIloI>I'ier it at prefeAt conJlaod ia an Aliftrian priloa I .. IIaIt " .. ~,! 

ItllCe we bave rearon to thInk h not ftt,ruy acenr"",, baVlD& bI:ely flea uco",",whieh meation hi, bIiQ,.,. 
nlltted to I'eude In one of tho CaAtoAS (,If S'Wlcurlao.d. 

, ! 

, : 
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(aid to t1Jem-" Model ),ouriAlernal government I. you plea fe, bUt elhblilh once more 
" the anlicP~ bound.ry of tbe Netherlands; refiore your other conquelh l aCt with 
" liberality ; f~tfrec the queen and the royal family; do julHce to the unfortunate emi
.. gunts, andalrow Ihem at 1.3ft. moiety of their property, ~nd we will withdraw our 
" forces:" bud they addrelfed the Il,tion' ill thefe terms, there can hardly be a doubt but 
a !lop would have heen put to the eErufion of human hlood, and France might ere tbis. 
bave bad a monarehy again, or at leaft a regul3/" anel eftahlifiled government. 

- A congrefs of the reprefenlatives of the combined powers was all't:mbled at Antwerp 
011 the eigbth of April. AI tbis congrefs were prefenl Ihe prince of Orange ;nll his. 
two fOltS, and bit excellency Vander Spiegel; the duke of York and lord Auckland on 
the part of Great Brilain; the prince of Saxe Cobourg, count. Metternich, Starenb.~rg .. 
and Mercy Dargenteau. witb the Pruffian. Spanilh. and Neapolitan envoys. On theil" 
dcci(jon the fate of Datious and the peace of Europe depended. Tho particulars of wlJlt 
paired 011 this important occauon have never yet tranCpired-We ollly know Ihat it wu, 
reColved 10 commence a plan of aCtive operationugainll France. ' 

The fitvation of France al this moment was fingularly critical alld dangerous. By the 
oIefeClion of Dumourier the whole army of Ihe north was dill'olved, alld in part dilband
cd; while that af the aliies lay upon the frontier, nurnerou", weU_difciplined, and via"" . ' , 

- rious. 00 the fide of the Rhine, the Pruffians advanced in immenfe force, and Ihreatened 
the fieae of.Mentz, even before the work, for it. defence were completed. But how'
ever forlnW_bl" tha attaek from tbat quarter might appear, it was perhaps leCs to be 
dreaded than thofo alarming internal commotions which took place about flli, period. 
To e!rea completely tbe fUMerfloo of r.publicAn gove""l1cnt ill Fl'Once, it was a part of 
the great Vlan to euite by a bold and inftantaneous eErort the royalm party, who lay 
eoncealcd in dilferent parts of the country. but chielly in the nncient prov intcS"of Brit
ulIY .nd Poitou, now cl,i{linguilbed by the names of the deportmenu of La VendEe alld· 
La Loire. NOlwithlbulding the fevere decrees of the Convention, immenfe lIumbels ... r 
the ernia;r:llltl hJd fccretly reforted thither in the winter of 1792; and the vicini ty of 
thefe departme¥'to the fea aIfordcd a fair profpeCt of frelh fupplies of men and military 

\ I1:ores, al well as of the eo-operation of the naya) powers. 

It appeared like a cO'lcertcd plan, tbat thi. infurreaion Ihoulc! break out nlmon at Ihe \ 
inlbnt of Dulllour;.,', def~; as if by two fuch tremendous explolions the now re-' 
public was at onco? to be overw'iielmed in ruin. The /irft difturbanccs were confid<i(ed by 
the Coflvention as merely tbe refult of a repugnance in the -people to the modes which 
had _It adop!cd for recruiting the army; but before the latter end of March the infur
genralllFumed a more formidable appearance as 10 numbers, and their proceedings evinced 
the rebellion to be tbe refult of previous arrangement. They were dill'inguilhed by 
white "11" and olihcr counter-revelutionary .nfigns, and Iheir watch-words IVcre (I //ive 

~ I .. 
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" Ie R.i'.' I/ivell! Ics A/Ig/.is /" They profeffed to aa by the authority of .Mo~'/ieur, the 
regent M France; and in feveral reDeounters with the national guarda w.er~iaoriuus, 
particularly in an .8ion which took place Dear Chantanay, which was immediately fuc

ceeded by the plunder of that city. 

On tht;.twenty-third of March the Convention was informed thp! the infurgents had 
made themfelves mafiers of the difhi¢ls of Cbolet, Montaigoe, and Cliff on, and that 
they 'had defeated gener.l Mar!;e, who had been fent to quell them. The city 6f Nantz ' 
was at the fame time ii1 a fiate of liege, and the number of rebels encamped before it 
were ~fiimated at not lefs than forty thouf,nd. In the beginning of April genetal 
Ber~uyere was appointed to command againll: the rebels. ~ Notwithf1:anding the e!'orts of. . 
-the Convention, bowever, before the end of that month they poffeffcd lhemfelvea of all 
extent Of fifty leagues of country, and had defeated the republicans in two pitched bat
tles, in which they took a~ immenfe quantity of artillery and military /lore&, and a 
namber of prifone.rs. To reli11 with fuccefs the force of thefe comhin~d misfortunes 
requirc<lno .com,1Ion ref"urces, and 1)0 trifling Ihareof fpirit lUld of energy. The Con-
ventioll, on receiving the intelligence of the defeaion of Dumourier, and the atrell of 
the commiffioners, decreed a permanent fitting; they offered a large reward for the fu
g iti ve general, and decreed that all who appeared conneeled with him ihould be put 
llnder arrell:. , 

• The.commillioners. in the mean time, who had been fent to the army, omittecl 00 mUM 

of ret'torillg orde .. , nnd invigorating. the {pirit of the French army. The l,landald of the I 
republic w.s no fooner fet up. thau Ihe battalions which had difpe~ed from the carol' of . 
Mau.lclc reforred to it; and general D4Rlllierrp-, who had eVinced his pat~otilin by hi. ro-

o finance to the orders of DUlDollrier, was provifion.lIy appointed by the commiffionerslO 
the chief command. In lefs than a week D;v\1~iel"Te had renored ordt r and difcipline to 
the difofganized (roopt, and was enabled to lead tbem to aaion, if not t'o vielo". I 
' On th: thirteenth of April the ad'30~cd pofts of the French army.$nde¥ that general . 
were attacked in fix dlffucnt points, bUt the affailanc. were repulfed with conllclerable 
10(". Dampierre at the fame time was enabled to rrfulne the camp of Famars. 0n the 
(oUl!ceIlIh and fifteentlt the advanced gu;rd . w~. again a/f.lilCd by tbe .enemy' 011 the 
forOler of thofe day. they were compelled, by fUJ,erior lIumbert, to ,ive way, but 00 the 
fuccceqiog day they were vielorious. The filing CQllti.uleti from four in rhe morning till 
eight in tbe evening with great vi"lenc~ • 

• On the twenty, third the Aufl:rinns again attacked the French 'tear MaubeaF. but 
~fter a con/li8 of ten hour., were repuifed with confiderable lof.; anclo"on the firft of 
l\lay gener~1 Dampicrrc attempted to diflodge the enemy from fevosal mlages, of which • 

they 

• • • 
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thcJ wer in poSeIioo, but in his turn experienced a repulfe. On this occalion the Auf. 
tJiab, had Iiailired killed and two thoufllld wounljed, and the Fretlch had three hun. 
dred killtd -i!J flundre4 tfOllnded • 

An .B:ioq of a more ferious "ature took place on tbe eighth of May. Dampierrc 01\ 

~hat day advanced to dillodge the enemI- who were polled in the woods of Rhome .nd 
Vicoignci bat die ardour of the general baving prompted him to too gre.! a .. expofurc 
of bit perfoo. hie thi~" was carried off by a cannon·b.U, and he expired tbe following 
day, Jeayin, th. JIPIIIm3nd in the hands of general La Marche. In this acno'n tI", Auf· tria,,: killed and woooded five hundred men, and tbe Pruffians tluee hundrtd: of 
the ~~ wbo were engaged, and who fuffered greatly. no officinl return W3' m". loti of the French was efHmated at four thoufand. From this period to 
the", ,,\ ily-tfrird (lothing: of importance occurred. On that day it was determined by 
the alliel roattempt 10 dillodge tJle French from their fortified camp on the hciglm of 
Fan .... whj~ covered and protcc5ted the town of V.lenciennes, At day-break the 
Bri.tjpl ~ ltutoverians atrembled, under the command of the duke ?f York •• Ild the 
A*iaD' and German auxiliaries under th.t of the prince of Cobourg and gener.l 
Clairfalt. A thick fog prevented for fome time the .dvance of the troops; .nd they 
fooo C!~eed a tremendous fire from the entrenchments of the French. The con· 
tell:, a. Sir James Murray ftates,. was very fevere. and in Jh. field the French Were dc
feated, 1'be Illlkp of York then adunced withill a fmall dillonc. of the works I but 
obl!tg~tbetlirpolition of the French, tbatdhey could not be c.rried without COil. 

1ilfe,."'IitfJ01; 'h, determined to defer the attack till next morning 3t day-break. In 
the c:oo\ri-Tc of ~le night. however, tbe Frellch. "Pl'rehenlive of the coofequences. nil 
pnlbably mum weakened by the .Clion, abandoned their camp. alld withdrew portly into 
Valenciennes, while another party retired bv Denain. towards Bouchain a;lo C.mbray. 
No oBicial retllrn '11'11 made of the loCs of tbe allies; but it mu-n have beeu conlidemule 
on both fides. 

• • 
The f~fs of the twenty·third enabled the allies to by fnrmal liege'to Vnl ~ndennes. 
~ had ~·;nvei\ed from the beginning of April. and the communication entirely 
eDt o~ between that place and Valenciennes. To re,e{l.blilh that communicaliOll. was 
the objea of general Dampierre 00 the eighth, when he received the fatal Ivqund thM de
prived him of life. 

• 

• ~i1c.~ a/F~in, were tranfaB:ing in the no"h, I1ut little of ImpollMICC occurrr~ in 
otber JIII'1I. In th~ heginning of M~, geneul Cuftine, who commanded fhe aroly of 
the Rblne. f<fmed a defill"' of cutting off a body of the enemy of feyen or eigl)t th!)u· 

. ian4 _. who ,lad advanced as far as Rheinubern; hut, \0 enfure fu(cefl ;t was ntcd
{my to ~ the: Prul6anl~" all parts, and to dcnroy the ell'eet of the pvalry and in· 
Uuu'l whieh Ibef W 1laftbDed near l.and311. Had be heen to rouin the.command, 

S M he 

• 
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• , commcnet.:menl l}e raid, ,he Jhonld have ,Iefcrred that enterprife till the 
the o.rI? Y. better exercired, w.outd luve b~tl) in • conditioll 
b~t refl~Cti ng that he wa~ about to del'ar~ and take llP01\ 
of rhe North. he determined to hazard an aCtion, in oroJe~ 
advantage of thei r good pofiri6n, He .therefore fent.,..den to gC1~iI! 
Limberg aJld C~lberg in the rear with the army of the MoCellc. ,wtlCh ~PIl1 
in checJ(, ,~nd attack with' the 'rell of the co~ps des V'lfili~cs". 

j, .ancll\l~ and wbile general Sulek, witb Iline battalioJ,ls ;utd 
to,WaNt Anweiler to molelt tl)e enemy. The Iame day the gal'r:j 

, «ra to occupy tile banks ",f the canal of Anvv.;l.r, tbe v il',ey":I~ 
clerfi', t..ith fe,veral other polla, aDd !O give t~t P,uffians re~(on to 
would be ,.tt.cked in tbe rear, in caCe they fbould attempt any 

• tauf.cl a report to be fpread in the PruJlian army, that the ca"Ui", 
Mofclle had arri ved, ~ well as part of tho artillery of Stl'afi,OII 
general Farier, who commanded forty battalions, was ordered 
the cuemy rill he /IIould be ce,rtain rbat the engagement had cOlDalOll~ 
'littack them in thl: wood of Rheinubern, and tbe Aufrrians IYho ~ , 
vill:\ge. Notwithfi:mding thefe orders. Culline obCl:rves, ,that he lid 
appear till cleven o'clock, at which time ~neral Diretillann ~ad .~llQI 
bec:auk the troops we,e farig'ued, and'Could neither procure prc)vi11if1'l" 
general himfelf began to maTCh, at c~ght o'clock in the evening, 
taliona and eight regi,uents, to the hei&hh ,le;>1' Iulbei/ll; but fe~~:, ' 
ptcycri/ed hill! f1'9m alTiving at that place till five in the mornin&. 
\lnder rhe command of general ,Landremont, kept back the en'-Yi' 
f"om quitting the forelt of Genller{beiln. While pner al La,dlip 
illg the A"rrinn army, and preventil" them from adv:mcing. the 

l
' , .felf to tlar.e heighftsdof Rulihci,m

h
,lIl,ld procee

h
doo

A
3s

d
far ~s ~"'~'l/f;ahl"-

two divi Ions 0 ragoons WIt vigour. woe, a,rer .. 
Among the number of the dead were three officers, The .... renFed. 
not been for the illfatuation of a battalion, ' who "'~lOk ,tb.:f 

, . the enemy, this day wOllld.bave terminated hl.iNltlly ~ ·UiI~'~lr~Il~,1!SIf>U!di •• 
'.Itlfwered all at~empt. to rally tbellll!flly by difc~ 
they could be tlleval1ed UpoD to rej~11II!! tIoI ..... 

, 

fhi. eVo!\t W:III occafioncdh)' the COI ....... ·.:",hl\ ry. He_ 
ar,e{led, and, it' vva~ faid, defttoyed day, wJ!,ich .t !s. have been fQ 
.. memorohle,"-addcd Cotline-" ~ ~. one ple1!b ill c:aAnOIf, 

" and a verr gl'Ctlt number of prifone".'· The Coon, after eaablDd to, 
fonn the fiege of Mentz. 

At t"."i ... ~ri1~,~~ 
french II 

• 
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.-era! P.1oli as a traitor, and his fubfequent conuu a ha, pToveel Ih~t the 3e

Paoli was cited 10 appe.r at the bar of the Convcnlion, 
who were fent to arreft n im declared that the fer-

'!at.l;em,~,d, At th~ fnme ti.ne charg , of • ferious nalUre 
minilKr. Boumon_illc, who wat accufed as an a«.omplico· 

fie bad heen m.de priforu:r, and delivered up to·the A.ufhians, 
.. 

• 
,.ok place atthis ttllle in the military tranfaaions, .ffortls us leiflll'C 

import.nt pro.ceedings of the Convention. III the month of March 
wolutionary Tribunal, for judging offences ag.in./l: the fiate, .was org,,", 

,iflrllillrtable th.t the chairman on this occafio.t was the deputy La Crailt,. 
~he vidim of this very 'nfiitutioll. The pIon on wh ich tbis In.. 

iI. "" ... follows : 

'-·¥O.I1Ition:uy tribull~1 /hall take cogniz3I\ce of ever)"ill}t'Crprifc, I>lot, andl 
.Ioft the l iberty nnd foven:ignty of the people, and the unity, iooiviGbility~ 

a. \I aJl internal {afely of the republic; of every I'lan tend;"g to e~ 
and of every crimc relating to the fabrication of forged .ffignau. 

ilnlnal./haU conf,ft of fix judges, divided ioto two reaions. Three mem
th.U be fuflicient to .>Cam'lle fa6\,s d:ellouo~ed • 

.... Ud.! be chofen by the National Conyention, by the nominal appeal" 
• • tIIIJOrt t y • 

r'i1nIlllai /ball belong a public accufer and two affi/Qnts, named by the' 
o. IIIllU1er as the judges. A commilion of /i" fuall 0 be aplloillt-
.. cd to lirc:",," of accuration which IDay be paired by. the Convention. 

•• j. TIw ~urot'l'AaIl be twelve in number, and three {ubft i tute~. They /hall be: 
take" (rom Ihe department of Paris. ulltil the firfi of May ne"t; an epoch when th~ 

•• ~ their juron . 
.. 6. th~ penl fafely, .ffignetl heretofore to the cognizanct of mu-

.. atci ~ .t.e., ill filme be judged by the rcVDiIltiQDaI)' tribonal. -

.. 7. There IItall be no peal &om "if featence. 
" 8. Sentence ~(fed il1. tho alienee • '*- 8CC\1fed, BlaH IufO the fame cJfea as i . 

" they werc [>fe(ent. .; 
.. 9' ~(OIIS /i:d wl)o ihallllot appear within thrcc month' fuall be confidcrcd as, 

" emilT.ail, and treat. u fuch." 

• 
As the \$ntion. of the parties whicb ~ividcd the ConYeDtion had beef) grolly mUre-

prcfealed, u lOme of the &bccirizcnl had IIndcrllood the 
IICfIII ..,Ii hleh of u referring not to an eq uao 
IkJ of tighu, bat ; .bout tnt tiane a decree w;lSl'topofed. 

on· 
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ou the motion of Barrel'e, and adopted by the CODyention. dello~IDciq 
of death againn any perf oil who fuould propole all Agrarian 
10 injure territorial, c mmereiaJ, or perfonal property. 
paired on the twenty_ninth of the fame month, meriu our 

• 

Ihnce, t1Jat an perfons conviCted ofcompofing, Of p'rlluillg. wririt1&slli'llcnj teliora-
• 

tion of monarchy in France, or tbe dilrolutioll'Of the National rcprefent~tion, Ihould be 
punifh.ed w'ith <leath. All perfons guilty 9f attempting a ~ounter-re~lutiOD ~ at tbe 
fame time dccl~rcd outlaws; al1d on the 6rU of April a decree ~am.l abolifhin,r; the 
inViolability of the deputies of the Convention, when acell . ..,.mll 
the frare. , 

In evet"y lhte there will n1ways be fount! nccelTary an exec\ltive ~tbolit,.,_. 
power. fufficiently (hong to prevent frequent inful'I'c6tion ru1d confpir-oley, and fujji:j~ 
Iy compaCt to be able to execute its deligns with fecrecy and abcnty. It w."evidently 
among the Jefc61s of the fi .. 11 conftitutioll of France, that no fuch potrer Qil\oll~ and 
finee tho reyoluti'lil of the tenth of Auguft, the powers granted to the ~ _if .. 
ters, ,'ho formed what is called the C1<ecutive councit, were not adeq/latJI"~ ~ 
'On the feventh of April, therefore, a -committee of public fafety, with en1~totMr.; 
was inftituted; but as the authority delegated to this committee was eK~'~ . -was 
judged prudent to limit ita duration to a (,ngle month. After much _bali: ~ the 
{ubjecl, the committee was organized 4greeably to the terms of the follci,i\~: 

" Art. I; A committee of (lublic fafety, confiiling of nipe ~bett, ~_. the 
.4 . COllvention, Iball be'fonned 'hy open vote. 

H 2. This committee Ihnll deliherate in feerct, !\nd fuall be charFd to \lI.iichorot"lntl 
" accelerate the, action. of the adminiftration entruiled to the execllcl~ collnllil, whole 
" dteree. it llIay (u(pend, when it think. them contrary to the public interea, ~illg 
•• compelled at th-: fame time to give inforluation to the Conventiaa. 

" 3. It is authorifed to purfuc, in urgent circutnfl.lnces, cx*ahmd inte1nM mea
~. (llres of general defence; and its decree., figned by the mn1"riI::r of its deliberating 
.. members, which Iball never be leu than two-thirds, fuaU be exeellted by provi~ 
.. fional executive council; and it cannot in any clfe ilfue mandates of arrell but againfr 
~. ex.ecutive agents, bound at the fame tidle to gif" hllmtdiatc info~ion 10 the Con
" vention • 

• 

.. 4· The particular agents Whom the .committee mAl( I.hiilk p.r tQ eRiploy fuall , 

.. be paid from the puhlic Ireafury. ' 
, ~'5· The national treafury Iball, for thi. purpofe, keep ready, at the difporJI of the 

, •• ,commincc, the fum of one hundred thbufand livres, . 
.. 6. It may divide itCelf into 'eCtioos to eqrl;ife itt ~atiOns with C.fccy. 
.. 7· It fIIaU make.a general repolt of its ._ipiIa, and of tbe _lIti."..r.rIM: 

I ,. repu.blic. 
• 

" .. It • 
• • 



• • , 
J.793·) 'l'HE JlR2N·CH • REPUBLIC. .745 . ' 

.. 8. It /hall keep a journal of its deliberations, which Ih.U be figncd by all the mtm-
•• bers p l·~fcnt • 

.. 9. This;coGllnittee /hall be e(hbli/h~d only for one ·month. 

The'defeCtion of'Dumou!ier, which fcemed to have been concerted with certain brnnches • 
of the Bourbon (amily, contributed at this period to overwhelm the whole of this unhap-
py race with ignomiJlf and lIlisfort,une. A p~opofal hod boen mnde, it is a{f~rted , to the 
combined powen, to exchange th e queen al1.1 the other I"lfollers ill the Tejl1ple, for the 
commiffioners who had been arrolled by Dumouri. r; and this tranfnCtioll \Vas to fer ve" 
the balis for a treaty of peace. On what ground this hqmane propoCal was fruftrllted, we 
are not informed; but IVe cannot .void thinking 'th at if tl\e ~ Ilics had proceeded to treat 
'!pon thefe terms, much mifery and blood/hed might have been prevented. as, how"
ever, boih parties appeare.;! equally averfe to paci.!ie counfels, i~ was dcciccd , 011 the 

• 
feventh of April, that all the members of the Bourbon family, 3S well as all Aulhiall 
ollieers, and other members of the Germanic booy who had b~en taken prifoners, {hould 
be detained as hoftages for the fafety of ,he .rrened deputies; and th.t ,all the Bqurbons . ' 
Ihould be removed ro MnrfeiIles, except fuch as were l'reviou fly confined in the Temple: 
the .d· dWD1I/ duke of Odeam, notwithftl1llding his quality as deputy of the Convention, 
was included in this decree. 

On the ninth of the fame mOllth a decree wah.lfo p,,{fed, enjoini ng that nIl bargains 
and contl'llch Ihould be paid in affignats, and not in fpecic. The reafon urged for this 
arrangement wa. tbe great depreciation whifh the pJl'er currency of France had fulfer
'ea. A'bout the fame time the powers of the commillir,,ncrs fen t ,to th e arruies wcr~ 

enlarged. General Cuftine, comm'ander of the annies of the Rhi ne and tho Morelle, In
formed the Convention, .bout th is tim e, tim he had bc~ 1l grofslyinfalted by three of 
their commiffioners, and ccomplained that 1,C w.s a~c ufcd refpeCting a letter which he had 
written to the duke of Bruofwick. In what manner th.t gener.1 W3S fatislied, we .r. 
not informed; but that he was, is evident from bis accept.,nce of tne command of the 
armies of the North, foon afte, their r~treat from the ca~p of Famars. The fentimen!, 
however, whicl; he .ppears to h.ve excited on this occalioll pl'Oved .fterwards ("t al to 
this ;ble and iIl·treated ollieer. 

·A confiderable part of the month of April was fpent in difcufling and digefli ng the 
8eclal'lltion of rights, which was to ferve as 3 preface to the new con(\iturion. It W., 
propofed by Salles, and fome others, to confine thentfelves to the declaration which had 
been ena~ed itt 1789, by the conllituent alfembly; but the 'nt.jority appeaA"ed to incline 
to a new declaration. On· the tenth o( May the Convention tMk polTeffiOlI of their 
«lew hall in the ThuiIleries, and on that day decreed the nrlt art icle of the new eOI1I),tu
tion, viz. "Till! FRllNCH REPIlBtlc' IS ONE AND INDIVISIBLIl ."-ln the mean 
time tho divilion., whi~h had fo long fublilled between the two leading panics in the 
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Convention proceeded.rapidly to an open and violent ruptUre, !h~ party of ROJffl>ierre 
and Mora! had imperceptibly gained on the .ifeBion, .tld ,r.Judle.' of tbe populace of 
Paris; and the Jacobin club became gradua.\ly under theil' entire diretlioo,' The deO r. 
manifeficd by the Bri~otines or Girondi.fie to {O"e the life of t~e ki.np, hjld ~ot contri. 
Uut~d to their populanty; nnd the multitude, mfieQd of attrtUullng It to motives of bu.' 
Illanity and juflice, were eafily perfoaeled that their pt,,"eiples h~ been corropted b)!' 
bribes from'ihofe. powers whom they fUlljlofed ioterelled in the prevention of that ca· 

tafirophe. 

The treachery of Dlllnourier, with whom many of the Girondi!ls had been clof,I),' 
conn.aed, and whom they had always defended when 'lttackec) by his adverfaries, co~· 
pleted the min of this declining party, The 0100 intimate union had always fubr./led ' 
between thit general and the houfe of Otleans; and feveral of the BrHro~ines, a. well as 
BriIT'ot. himfelf, had been'dependants .or domefiics of tllat houfe, 

The unpopular mlnner,of Ro13nd, who probably. was, after all, .a man of integrity, . 
and, the vanity of others of the faaion; thei r being in poIT'effion of power, and the in· 
ordillatdove of it which they tnanifefied~ excited the difirufl: and jealoufy of many. Wo 
may add to tbefe caufe. for the dedine of their influence, the manifefi incapacity which 
they. and the mini!lers appointed hy them, had betrayed in the couducrof public afFaln; . 
the negleB of the army, and their t3r~in ~fs-in prefenting Ih. natioll wilh .. tonltituliOll. 

' It is' a melancholy canGeleration, that to the lenity of their government may he jua; 
1Y',ffcribcd the immediate ruin of the Girondins , Hact they-in an early /tage ofthe con
ten ptini/hed with revc.rity thciropponen!s alld calumniators, Ihey mlgh~' ceruinly have 
retailled their power longer. It isto their hOllonr, indeed, that they did 'not chufelofe. 
cure their power'by a vio13tion of junice antl humanity, Such a condua is calcu
lated to cover a multitude of errors; and it is more noble to< full tlius, Ihan- to be 
v;~'J;ious by 'cruelty and' violence. In the latter !tages of the ~onten they did not, 
it mufi be ~cknowledged, proceed with the fame moderation, The oppotition was tben reo 
.duced to a contell ad ;lIIcl'llcciollcm; and though it i. probable, that, in tbe £irfi infiance, 
Ine difpute was no- more than ¢ part~ !1:ruggle for power and emolument, and that their 
,uverf'ries themfelves did not mean an at:~ck upon their lives, and only fought their fi. 
luations; yet \he breach grew by degrees fo great, that the life of every individual of 
either party w~s fiaked upon the iIT'ue. 

So .nro"g was the impreffion which the l'eport of the GiJl()lldifis b'eing confederatet , 
with Dumauricr had made 'uI~on the people, that fo early as the ninth of April a peti
tion was received from Ol1e of the feaions of Paris, actuung Guade,t, VergtJiaux, Gen-' 
fonnc, and othets of the deputies, as accomplices of that perfidious officer, and requeft. 
illg they might be put\ilhed. On the fifteenth of April a petition was prefcnted by the 
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• c?mmo~ of the Jorty-eight feClio"iu of Pari., demanding that B~ifI"Qt, Gundet, Verg
' Dlaux, Genfonne, G~aogeneuve, Buzot, Barbaroux, Salles, Birotenu, Petion, Lanjuinnis, 
Fauchet, V.laze, Lofource, Pontecoulant, Lehardy, Gore", Vnlady, Chal1)bon, Lan. 

-then3i, Loavs>t, &c. be impeached, and exp~llcd the Convelltion. This petilion was 
-follow.d, on the fi'rtt of May, by a deputation frolll the fa.uxbourg of Saint Antoine I 
the prelident of which, after propofing a plan for the recruiting of the armies, &c. ad. 

,.drelfed the Convention ill thp'fe words :-" ~e cOUle,"-faid hc-" legillmors, to tdl 
.. you fevere truths-Employing yourfelves for a long lime as you have with your p. r • 
.. (anal interefts and pallion!, declare to us what YO\l have done I You have promi(cd 
.. tv", thing, and kept your word in l/othi,lg. Our defenders I7ave boeo left denitute of 

.,., every necefI"ary; you have engaged to regulate the price at provi/ions; to relieve the 
.CO necellitous; but in no olle inllance have you kept your word !"-He cOIicluded with 
.cecl2ring the fau.x.bourg in a Ilate of infurrection I and requelling that the deputation, t .. 

. the number of eight thouf.lld, but unarmed, might be permitted to file through the hall • 
.A warm d.ebate enfued; but the inhabitants compofed the tu mult, by :\fI"uring them that 
.ihey wifhed to defend, not to dejlroy the COllvention. • 

On the other hand the Girondit1:s were not in.Cl:ive; and as much of the difcontent 
"GImong the people was fuppofcd to be ex.cited by the inflammatory journal of whicl. 
Marat WaS the conductor, that deputy was denQunced, as • feditious perfon, by Salles, fo 
-early as the tw.cnty-fixth of February. As the Convention however did not think it 
-prudent to pureue him with rigour, fopported as he was by fa Ilrong a party, .nd by th.t 
f"ormid.ble bQdy the Jacobio club, Ire Ilill continued his attendance in" the h.11 of the 
legifiature I and on the /irn of April recrim inated 00 the Girondiils, and denounced 
"three hundred of the deputies, at th~ bead of whom wefe Brilfot, Vergni3u~. &0. , On 
tbe twelftll of April he renewed his accufatioll, MId was fupported by Robefpierrc. A 
.. iolegt tumuit enfued, and the deputies on both fidel of the flail adv(lllctd with arawn 
Jw ... ds to _/fault each other: by the authority of the preudent, they were however, wi til 
difficulty reconciled .. 

1"0 the evening litting of the fame day, ,the Girondifls recriminated, and Gl1aqel pre· 
:fented a diitCl: accufation againt1: Marat. As prefident of the Jaeobin club, he ftad fign . 
·ed an addrefs, accufing the Gironac party of bdng the accomplices of Dumoud.r; .nd 
exhorting the populal focieties to unite, and pour in a fuowcr of petitions, "for the ex
•• pultioo IJf thofe unfaithfu l members who had betrayed their trull, and whodi4 not vat. 
o. for the death of the tyrant." The whole compolirion was in an el\travagant and ri 
diclllo.llI:yie,. and among other exclamations contained thefe words~-" Let us extermi
•• nate thc'confl'inltors I" Marat aIJedged that he had figned the .ddrer!, as profidcnt. 
without reading it; but he jull:ilied the contents. The oppolite party illtilled on a de· 
cree of ac:cufation being paired againll him; and on the Dominal appeal beini demanded, 
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out of three hundrfd nne} thiny-filt votes, two hundred and thirty-three wcJ'e for the 
decree of aceufation, eighty-two againll: it, and twent,.-Cwo refufed to vote_ Marat 
w~s accordingly committell to the Abh.ye pr'fon. ' 

From this decilion of tbe Convention, the predominating jnllyencc of the GirondiRs 
in tbat aff'embly is fufficientry apparent: but it was not fo with the people; and the 
jury before'whom Marat w.s arraigned, w~re either afraid to condemn him,or were the~ 
ie lves of .hi~ party; for on the twenty-fourth of April he was unal\imoufly acquiltedl 
His party, not content witb the acquittal of their f.vourite, attendee} him in :> body to 
refume.hi, feat io the Convention. A fccne of indecent triumph now cnfued, and the han 
of the I.gillaturc waS once more occupied by the mob of Paris. His opponents ha.in, 
proceeded to this extremity, it w~s not probable that Marat {hould defift from hoftilitie. ; 
anu he was now unfortunately too we1-1 alfured of his OWIl Hrength to Jilten e.lily, 
to moderate couDlels • 

The Glrondilts,.on til. other hand, notwithfbnding their fuperioritr in the Convell~ 
tion, could not fail to di(cover their .tottering lituatioli. It was evident th"y had 10ft the ' 
confidence of the Parifians, and tbe only chance for (ecuring their authority W~I an .p
p6.1 to the people of the more dift.nt departments. With this view, on the thirteenth 
of May, on the pretence of forwa,,!ing the new conOitution, Condorcet propofed-That 
• new Convention fhould be chofen od' tl~ firft of November next ~nfuing, and Ihat it 
{houM meet on the fifteenth of December. The motion .... r vehemently oppofed by 
Thuriot, and others, who inufl:ed th,. the Convelttion equid not abandon its poft at fo 
import.nt a crilis, withou t m.nifell. injury to the republiC'; tbat fuch. mcaful'e would per
fuade the people that the leading perfonl of th.t body h.d no ferioul defign of giving 
them 3 conftitution; ~nd that fu~h .I.rons would lead to the mell: dangerou intclline 
commotions . . Tbe propofal of Condorcet was for there reafons ~djourned, 

The means prnpofed by Condorcet would probabLy have proved inadequ.te ro ·the end'~ 
.nd indeed nothing fhort of convening a leginarure -to meet no longerin Paris, but i" 
fome ~her city, could, i" this ftate o( aftair., preferve his party from dellruClion. 0,1 
the eigh teenth of May, tberefore, a fubftitute deputy to the Convention ("nc of thofe 
.. ho had been ek8ed to fupply fuch fe.ts a, fhould be vacated by abrenco or by death) 
baving beell inrulted by fame WOIl'..cn, ill his way to the Convention, G •• det embraced 
lhe opportunity to· inlin that the ConVentiOh was no longer free ill P.ri.; alld tbot a 
}'Iot had been f"flned for elFeCling- its dilfolution, .lId for placing the whole powe" of the 
nate in the hands of tbe anarchiO.. He concluded oy propolinr as a decree--" The Na
.. tional Convention bre.ks ami uiff'olvcs all the conO:ituted authorilies of Paris; orders 
... 11 the fubnitutc deputies to nnite at Bourges, without, however, cxereiling all1 
" funaion till 3uthorifed by 3 decree of the Convention." Borrero thought the evil 
compl:!iued of did not require fo violent 3 remedy; allil on his motion it was decreed, 

"That 

• -'--
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.. That' a rqmmi/Jiqn of IW'/v,' members, chofen from tile Con.te~tion, 
.. mine all the plans ."d refolutions formed by the commons of Paris," 

• 

In • deba!e which t ok place 'On ' tile twentieth of May , on a propofal of the fin.ncier 
Cambon, for" a compulfory Joan of a thouf.nd millions (rom, rich ego~$ [felli/h per
~' fons,), the indillerent, and all who may,be fUFPofed interelled in th~ fUCiolefs of the' 
.. rnomies of France," Maut embraced the occttflOn to arraign his adverfaries. and pro
pofed that the Rolandills, the Girondifis, and the Bri1rotincs, (houJd be feJeCted .. t~e 
renden. It moll tumultuous fcene en Cued, Barbaroule, La Rivi ere, and others.of the ' 
Giraude party, excl.imed againfi a·forced ' lban at a tyrannical and couDter·revnlutionary 
meafure, The galleries took a molt indecent Jnrl in the debate; which was concluded · 

,by VergniaulC moving, th':!t an additional guard /bould be demanded fol' tbe' proteCtion of' 
the Convention. Oh ·the fame day. declaration was publiflled by the prefident rfnald, 
condemning in llrong terms the indecent fcelle which had jult been aCh:d, and charging. 
tlie anarch ills ",ith beil>g the aocomplices of the combined kings. 

• • , 
On t-he twenty.thlrd fome deputIes fIom 'the fedion of Frat~rnlty appeared at the b~r 

to olf.r proofs of I'he 'plots in their feCtion againn liberty and the Convelltioll-They 
faid, it had .been agitated, in a.meoting held on they,ecedi ng Sonday and Monday, at the 
mayor'~ houfe, to act ove~ again the dreadful fcenes of the tenth of Augufl.' which was ' , 
to be follow<:" by. a mamiere funilar to that of tho third of September. The mayor, 
however, had oppofed thefe ' proceed;'n!;s, and threatened to adjourn 'the-. a/l'emhly. Se
veral deput.tiona appeared on · tho fame day froUl di/l:erent fcCtion!, engaging to proteCl: 
the Convention; and on the following day, Poche, the mayor of Paris; addre1red a letter 
to thepr.r,dent, coufirming the account of w'h.t bad pa!fcd in the feCtiOiI of Fraternit)'l , 
only adding, that the mention of m~lfacres had prucc~ded from pone but , heated il':" 
dividuals. 

In the me. It time the-city of P'aris continued In a /late of exlteme agi tation; ano on ' 
the twenty.fevenlh the m~yor wrote to inform Ihe Convent)o!', th,lt tho contending pu
tie. were on the point o~ proceeding tp tlwlltmo/t'extremities, Marat embraced tbis "p
portunity to throw the blaille on the cOlllmiAion of twelye, who hQ inlilled had provok.e<I' 
tn .. infarreCtiofl of tli1> peop!e; alld'demanded tbat the commiAiol1 '{bould be <litl"01 yed, '" 
the only meaRS ' of prevcc~ing. a genel'al inf .. rreCtion.' The feCtion -of La Cite at th ia 
111l)(nelU appeared at the bar, aDd demanded the liberation of its pn:'fident and fecretory. 
who had heCl'l at relled by the cOlllluiAion of twel~e: the deputation further illliAed thot 
the cO,!'IInilliell of twelve ihould be carried before the revohltion,ry tribullal.-A IlIllrt 
tumultuous debate cnfuecl, i,l which tbe galleries again took-. part; and the prdidtl1 t 
and commiffion of twelve were vellelll.nlly. threatened by-the Mountai" porr, and their 
adhereDts in the gallerie.. The evening fatting w", not lefs difordcrly: indeed, to the 
Sirc,nte of that body, thofe feenes were becolne extremely- common. f"t length tM: 
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, Collvcntion, umlernan<1ing thAt twenty·eight of the fctUon, or Puis had determined to 
rife And infin on the difmillion of the eommiOi"n of twelve, decreed' t,hat this obnoK
ious corrunillion nlould be dilrolyed; :II1d that Hebert, a deputy of the Convention wh. 
hAd ~cn im rironed by their ~utbority, Ihould be liberlted. 

On the fucceedi ng dl y !he difcullion WAS refumed, and it W2$ then attempted to de
.<:ide, b/, the nOlXlinal'ppeal, whet he. the commiffiou Ihould be dilrolvcd, "sreeably to 
the vote <1f the preceding night. A tumult lliH worfe than thofe already reprefented 

..enfued ; '(ld the prefident, h"ing itt vain attempted to renore mder, IlCfigned his oRiee; 
"'hili: th~ Conveotion exhihited a difgracefu I fcene, not only of allure but of perfuna!. 
conten. A new prefident wAS tben chofen, aod the Jacobin, or Mountain, plIrty having 
.fucceedod in placing in the chair one of their own adherents, the Ililrnlutioo of the como, 
million was again decreed by a majority of forry-two votes; the mcan\len who com
pofed it wcre denounced, and thofe who were itnprifoned by their orders were liberated. 
The fitting concluded by a conciliatory {pcech from Barrert, .s organ of the committee 
of puhlic fafety in which he reprefettted, in lively"colouts, thedaogers whICh tbreatened 
the republic on ev.ry G.de-recotttmended inClant reinforcements to be fent to the ar
mies; and a union o.f thofe parties who divided the Convention and the republic. &1 

.the advice of Barrete the members o.f the co.mmiffion in the fame titting gave in their 
refignations. • 

The moderate party in the Convention, at the head of which was Barrere, now en
deavo.ured to. divert the atrentiot\ of the public from thefe dif.firoul contellS'lo objea. 

.o.f real utility; and rome decrees re[peCting public inClruCtion were l)fopofed aorl paired 

.on the twenty.fcventh, as well as "plan for the renovation of the military force. Every 
attempt to rello.re omerand tranquillity WIS, however, ill vain. The people had received 
a deep impreffio.n thBt th~ public (a(ety had been negleeted by the Girondi Cls, and trea. 
'chery and (raud were fufl'eCtcd to haye been u(ed on that occaficn. The coofiitutcd 80-

thorities of .paris were invited to. alremble, to deliberate on the means offavlng the coun
,try; it was then determined th.t the barriers Ihould be thot; and tile council general 
publilhed a proclamation, exhortiog the citizens to tr.mquillity. 

At fo.ur o.'clock, however, on the morning of the twenty-fim, the locti'l was fo.unded, 
the gener:.le was beaten, and -the alanll-guns were fired. The citizens repaired to their 
re{peaiv.e fcaions, and a profound f.ntiment o.f terror pervaded the whole etty. At fnen 

.. 0'c1ock the .Convention ~emblecl; the mayor and the minifier of tbe inter.ior werc cited 
to the bar. The former declared that he had given the nEce1fary orden to prevent tbe 

.Alarm-guns being fired, and 1h.t he h.d repaired to. the committee of public flafety to 
give au account o.f the fiate of Pari.. He had afterward. gone to the penDlDent 

.<:ouncil general of the commune, who had proceeded to {ufpend the memben of the mu
Clicip~lity; but who were afterwards reLlored to. tbeir fuuaionl. • Tbe proviIio.oaI com-
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IIIU'l.e at this. moment appeared at the bar; they announced that, having been charged 
to difcover a great confpira~, they were come to fulfil their minion: they were th~n 
proeecdill! to fiate two refolutions they had formed, when Guadet rofe to oppofe this 
ufurpation of powers, which he averred belonged folely to the Convention. He propofed 
to annul all that had been done during the night by the revolutionary committees, and ' 
tl> bring before the proper tribunals the council of the commune, as well as thofe who ' 
fOunded the todin, beat the generale, and /hut up the barriers. The proporal of ,Guad<t ' 
was at nrll decreed; but, being warmly oppofcd b'y Thuriot and La Croix, the decrte 
wn afterwards repealed. 

• 
While this affair was in agitation, a deputation from the revolutionary committees ap. 

peared at the bar, and demanded-I. The fuppreflion of the commiffion of twelye.-2. A 
revolutionary army of Sans Culottes'·'-3. A d~crce of aecufation agai nll twenty· two • 
c1eputiel, and the members of the above-named cOlllmiffion.-•. A diminution of the ' 
price of bread.-s. The difpatch of comllliffioners to tho fouthern provinces, there to I 

put a ftop to the counter-revolution; Alld.-6. The arrell of Claviere, the minillcr of 
finan~, ancl I.e Brun, the mininer for foreign aKnies. • 

Tbe department of Paris next apl>eared, and dem.nded'a decree ,of accufation ~inA: ' 
IfnanJ, DrifTot, Guadet, V crgniaud, Genfonne, Barb.rouxi Roland, Claviere, Le BrUJI, 
and fevera~othera. The m~yor of Par~s was afterl'l'~rdr called to the bar, and declared ' 
tbat the caufe of the difiurbances was the conduCt of the commiffion of twelve; ~nd , 
mat the cOIIClitutcd authorities, far from ri'ling oguinll the Convention, were uling ,thci" r 
befi endeavours to'quiet the people. 

The morning Gtting of the litll of Jllne paA'eJ without any thing extt30rdina'1' be-. 
illg tranfaCt'd, except that an alldrcfs from the ConYentlo'l to the people, propofed by 
BGrrere, waS adopted by the inlluence of the Mountain party. in preference to one 
pJopofed by LafouTce; an~ this circumllance may be conlidered' as the lirA: mark of t ile 
former having rclinquilhcd the party of the GirondiCls. At lix o'clock in the af. 
ternoon the tocun again founded, and the generale wo, beaten. The pretended caufe 
of thi. new difturbance was. tint the-Conyention had not determin~'II on th~ petition pre-

10 This epithet, which is now (~ peculiarl, r3.fhion:lble in France, look ltl rifo (rom lho ar1 ftocr:ltic p3rty ufine 
itlKoheo (pe*ie.& of the popu!ace, Whol" U\ey conttmptuouOy ftylcxl Sillf' CHIOIw (liter3I1y" ~t T"OUT .J.lP.<:w"O,) 
.i.mplyinl that they -.n tho dress or !owc(\order of the ')C01,te. 1t is n:aNt:d to ("Pl'o(c that, whel) the multitudo 
r;ained the aCcendancy, al'ul the arlftocrat811 wen-in their 'turn C'lbje& of contempl an'" Jrll'irlnn, their fJvouritc 
expreffion Cbould beceme the byc.woftd oC tJ(eir fucccefs(u l opponcnt5, And fhould be1.1ft:d on All occafion. n. II ,e 
dircriminati"l bad .. at ttt party. Acoonlingl, we percein that no one WtlS (arc in hi. !'cr(gn who tl'lJ not atrLUnc 
Ufe t.er'fn Sal CMltttu, in ccntradiftin6\:ion '0 t)t;=1t of AriJ«f. Ir--'3l1d liule lime had elllprc:\l ere chiJ word (II (;)1' luft 
ics orillaa! and i,non'Unit)ul me:t.ni.:.r, '" to he intt-rpreted to mean I, Ph/pk S~lIWt'tJi", the KwcrcI;:u pcoplt, or 1M 
p<tIt coUoaI\'c1y. In which J.,ter ao4llplation il is now uaivorfally adopt:e.l lhro. hout the republtc. 

, 
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rented hy the department of Paris OD the prcccdinsday. As fOOD 31 the Con.venti~n wal 
.trembl eel, • dCi>ucation from the departmtllt appeared at the bar, ,and demanded 1I1Ulle

,di atc. attention to the (ubjeet of their petition. and, that the de~ut,e, Dull'~I/\. Ducos, 
."'! FOllrrcde Ihould be adJed to the lill of d nounced members. T~e /itt,", concluded 
with a Jecr:., on the motion of Barrer., that .. The committee of public rafety 
.. Chou!d prefent. within three days, the means which Ihould be beft calculated to dellroy 
" the enemies, both ~xtern.l and intern.l. of the republic; and th.t the fame committee 
.. fllOu'id m.k. a rcport i m,~i~tc!y rtfl'eCling thl: deputies under ilCcufation." 

On th. following day (June the fecond) the fauxbourg. of Saint Antoine and Saint 
:Mal'ceau were again in motion. An immenfe crowd f~rrounded the hall of ' the Con. 
v$ ntion. and were violent in their demand that a decree of accufatioll /bOIlI.! h. p.tred. 
Sevenl InCIUIte", enterell, and complained that they had been infulted by the moh, and 
that their deliberations were no longer free. A deput3tiol\ wu thell fenl out to .ddtef. 
t he people ; but they were fcareely ahle to obtain a hearing, and wert only anfw.red by 
indifii:lCl clamours for a decree of accufation. After the r .. tum of the deplltlllian a tu

multuous debaf.e enfued, The acclamation that "the Conyention iJ no longer free 
" in in deliberations" refounded through the hall. Barrere, in the ~" the com
ulittee of public fafety, propefed tbat the aa:urcd deputies thool" .rdign their naions, 
and that there thould be an entire change of mi"illTy. With thia t"C\GilitioltAllle of 
.the deputies immediately COIIIplied, ~ut othen r.fufed to abdicate a ch,c.&er with "hieh 
.they had bee. ~"#\od by t~e choice of 'the people. Lafouree dem."dec1. dlat the armed 
force Ihould .. GrIIircd to withdraw; and Barrere propoli:d to m.orch in :l body out of 
·the hall among cW people.. AgTefiably to this propefal the prefident led the way, and the 
whole Convention proceeded without moIenation through tbe .. iliA of the crowd; and 
after making the circuit of the Thuillerin retllrnccl to the hall. The mforgents, how
evet. no\wilhnanding this fall.lcioal lIIoderatioo', cootinacd firm their PlII'Ppfe; and 
the nJI'emhly before it rofe ",a, obliged to par. a decree. orderiDfL cbe following members 
• nd milliners to be arrellcd. viz, G.nfonrtc. Verglliaud, BriJ'aI; Guadet. GMfaa, Petion. 
Salles, Cambon, BJrbaroull. Buzot, BiTOI.I!2U, Rab.tllt. L:afCRtJCtr Lanjoirfais, Grange
neuvc, Lefuge, Louvet. Valaze, Doule.tt. Dacos, Lanthenas. Dullau1., all tloe mem
bers of the committee of twelve (Fonfrede and Saial Martin excepted) . ~Ild thc m;nif. 
tewClaviere and Le Brun. On the requ.llofM~t,and feveml othetdCjluties, Ducos. 
,D utrau !>;. lind .Lanlhellas were afterwank ~u~t. 

_ After 

• 

II Such jJ the . moA: .perrea n.vrative WI ha". been ahle II) coIW oJ ,hi. impertaIIC traaCaaion, .. hicb tho 
trluDlphant party has dignified with the title of the revolution oC tho dIlrty.".rfi of M.,.. Tho dapudu who were 
.,rdcrcd under arren, however, publithe,1 ~n..aul\rcrs to the Frencb people, in which they prore!s co ~Iope tho .. 
c.au(tI or there commotions. Their account diffen in (ome rcCpea. {rom tho prec::ediDl, and " M (ollcnn, 

" A law had ~en ena~ed which prcCcribed the formation of ~mitteu in the dilfcrenr ~ of Jaris. de(
u>cd 101" tel\ ovcr {orel, n.n and {uCpiciOlll p,ople. This Ilw .. I ell.. luft .. 4 of thoio oonuniltH4. Oth"", 
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