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kinK transferable, finds a rC2dy market, and dms the ab. 
{orption of the c.l.pitaJ, as far as rcfpech the cn;dltor of tho 
fiate, is in a g~at meafurc: remedied. 

The convenience of till' fundi Ig'-fyfiem to thore who ad
mi niflcr the gO\l'T1lmcnt~ of Europe is ob,'ious.- It cnilblea 
them on the (,OlllnlcnCCllllflt of wars to multiply thdr re. 
{ourees fof the mOfT'Cllt , pClh.lps II'Cllly filII!. 1'1(;\,iou:< to 

thi~ i:lVt'lltion , a (,IX l ading fi,e llUnd r',',1 !I\p\lfmd pouads 
annu.llly , wO\lld 1I.lI'c Il rcnf!th: .. u l d'c'/'Jn,], of {;OICIIHllcnt 

by , his fum ouly , but um],] thl' flln"m~-ryfl..::m, tI le I.1I 

b ... ing Ilwng.l!;cd fur CILr fO! ,' \.I.lr1l 1l1()r1C) J ~ it will p.IY 

d Ie ;l'HlU:l1 1!1Icrc!t of, b!in).!:~ Hlto d,e tH',l[ury the c.'riul 
fUllI at once, tll.lt I'. t LIl or P CI hJp. t \\ eh c rntlltons. It is 
true thi ~ fpcnddmft ('jlClh!llur..: rnlln hn1lh .I. {(.IY of reclwn
ing-BIH \\,11 .1.[ t!It'Il? Tlwk ,,110 J,llllllHll~ 1 dll' public reve_ 

nue, arc not o"nc l~ o! :JII:: LILlI' , h\ t ill g' 'lr.II, tcnnnts at 
will, or at moil , hal'c a lif,,; inll'llll 111 il on!y. Thc Pu.c_ 

tic(' of ll1o:>rtB:".!;IIlg' the rUblll rn~'\u<: '\U f'"lg \\'.U~ prev<:nt' 

the people from f, d l :l~ the 1.lIl11 t,ll.u<.: llr "~h lf<': uf t l\(, elo.l'Cllce, 
by tr.llhfo.::rll Ii': It ia .1 g to.::at m, ,[u lO< In po!t"ri ty. l\li.li!h:rs 

look tu the llrdo.::lIt moment, :wtl tl ... lihht III I.: l.pccl i'tnu that 

m Jydchylhcclll dll·.-\Vhcllit ,nm~ ~, 1I .1"e~nrlt jllaU 

probJ.bllity fJIl un til ,k \\ ilb whom the ", if ... ! it,! origillJ.ted. 

They arc no longer ~II powcr ; they ,In: rlTh.lp~ III tllcir 
gravcs, alia rcmol'eJ hum the (omplJ.illh J.lIU Wrollb~ of thl.lr 
injured country. 

It IS howc\cr but C;lmlid to ac\.nowb:;:c, th It we have 
fccn you aaing on a fupcrior fyOcm; i!l(u1!in~ the otlium 

of llfopofing new tues to ,hfdurgc th~ m!~fen of debt:. con_ 
Ir.'fled in fupport of meJ.(ur..:~ \\ JlIch you h~d uniformly op_ 

poled, lUll! le.lcllln~ ,In JllTIoft c)'h,lu(tul people to bear Il;ll 
he.lvier burlhcn~J ra thcr than (,lClificc thci r futllJ": hood, or 

viobte the clelilal obiig .. tlOn:. I.lt Ju.hcc !- Then was yo" 

dar of triumph, 
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Half.informtd men have: fometim~s ' contended that the 
mtional debt is ~ IlJ riOn ,l! ~ood. To enter at large into their 
arguments is fon-ign to my pUTpofe, lincc [his politioo de~ 

pends on fophi fms dJ:lt hal"e ken often dctcClcl/. It may 

indeed be 'Illmittcd th<lt fome accidental 'lI!vantagcs have 

ari[cu from rhe transferable and marketable r.atur.: of the 
(ecuri{ie, gircn to the puhlic crc\litors : In times of commer_ 

cial profpcrity thefe have promoted circul:ITion , aBel arled ill 

fome clegnc like a quantity of wd l.fo.:cUT( d paper money : 

'B"t thi~ e£feD, bcf.,kt th.lt it i ~ tVII,il J.(1I1t <lnli unu~ rt.lin. in 

no refpeEt- com penr.L tl'~ for the < Ii); :lliflll~ from the prcll ure 

of laxe~. the illcrc,lf<.d LIte of wnges, nnn tile ",itlldra"" ing 
of an immcnfc c~plt.ll f~om prodUL) J\'o,: 10 ull proJuD.i,·c 
labour~. 

'Vithout cmb.'Tnffing ourfchcs with complic,ltc,\ idca~, 

it may be olt once OIfl<:rtcd, dut a nation which goc~ on bot'_ 

tow ing and mortg:l;;ing \\ ithom rcl1ccmiq! its fUlld ~1 muft .!t 

Jengdllile:ln Inlilvidu:lJ, becom~ b.mkrupt, .lIltl dl1t Iht ruin 

this produces will com.fpond to the m.lgrutlldc of the b~l1l
ruptey. This lIas been nl! along clcarly fordecn by thofe 
wilO ha'Yc examinc!\ the fuhj eD. , but the prcdllHons of fome 
enlightenc!\ men, a~ to the fum of debt ull,kr which the na_ 
tion muft becomc b.IllKrupt, having turned out fallacious, if:no
not perfons I,a,·c fuppore,) that the pri~c;ple) on wbi,h thefe 

prediEkions were foun,k.l, W,l~ in itfdr fJife. lIut admItting 

that Mr. Hume t pruh[ic{\ tilJt .1 debt of a llllll,he{\ miniOfa 

would bling on a mtipll.1] h.l11l.ruplY, lIe errcd in his calcula
tion ollly [rom not [vn:fceing th~ influence of the pmgrcfs of 

knowledge on the ufdu! Jrt~, and the incru(ed fources of rc:_ 

• Se.: .he 'Vc~llh of Jt:'{10fl1. 

t It dOC's ""I arpe~r Ih.lt Mr Hume w •• the author of Ibj, prcJ,Cl ,on, 

.hieh lUI bt:~n g<ne,.,lly ~f" ,beJ to lllm._ l1 ,s boweHl e' ,de", from 1" • 

.,. on ruhh~ <.reulllhll he .hd n t f",efe the gteJ.llmO\lnt to wb,~h 1M 

i~~ au,bL be can 'ell, 01. ~U'c"m!bllce nflly expl.uued. 

venue 



W:nue which would thus he opened. The furptiling auvaneet 
of chcmiftrYJ and the cff'rch of its application to m:mufac

tUTes; the wonderful combinations of dlcmiftry and medla

nics, for the r<."duc.tlOn oflabour-thcfc are the happy means, 
hy which bankruptcy h,IS b~cn Imherto al ened. '1 he fccuTity 

of property .Iud til..: (pL111 of liberty ,li!Tufu\ through the ml._ 
t lOll , holle call .. u fOIl!! till' t Ikll!~ r f OUI Ilropk. Britain hail 
pOlIn pl 0{I'CroU~ III fl 'l to: I,f Illc \\rctc!lo:d plllllll~ oCher TU_ 

Ich.-The gClllllS of \\ ~tt, \\'cdgcwor.\, a,,,\ .'\llwright, 

hols lount..-:I.lih,\ th~ vI.pcllf" .m,\ foUy of tit..: AIllL'rlc:m war. 

ftcc II rIO go on fm LILT III tlll~ C\!lolordin'lry c.lIccr ~'" 

It is impoflib!c r UIC r,)U\ ... :~ illrl)ugh II l,il h \Ie h IVC b:ca 

cll.lbkJ 10 [llll.ull OUI {·no rml Ih b Irthcll~ .lrc in ~ grc,It mea_ 

fure dned up, our bl.nhlll> themf he,> IfC men lfj'lg, and the 

whole f,lbne of OUI prOlpcnly loll, TO 1" it ., b.lf ... ! 
Our l'ro!;tcr,t~ ,Ll'rnJ~ on U),nmITlC <; commrrec re~ 

Guirc~ pe.llC, JnJ Jil tit ... \\01111 IS .It \\, Ir -thl~ 1\ the lbort 

:IIlJ the mcll:ldwly III!lury uf QUI (fit It Oil. The fiwel!: ill 

felt 1lI I:llgl3lJd morl- [holil dlcl~h l-l ~, bC'L.lII/c , ,I~ W,l~ f~J\\ be_ 

fore, EllgLwd 1, Illore {OlllnKlll,d 'l hJlI 311y other n.nion, but 

it pcnJ'Ic~ marc or k(~ thc eo!\IJIl . llt of LliropC, frOll1 St. 

Petcrlburgh to Leghorn. tile': 111 11<11 i of conllllcree r('COl ds 

no calamity [0 (C\'e':l l and fo "'\I~\lJi\C . Of tlu:: l:\l~lfc ., dlat 

remdin fokell !, it i~ known, lh,lt the gr": ,llf 11:.1 .m: fl:ru;_ 
,ling with ,\lITlcultics; tlut thefe ,Ire JUlUrl y lI1Ll ,.II;!I~' ,mil 
that di ll ruft and dl[mJY prcvallllnivcr(IJly. III BlIi.l1!l, as I 
fh all have oceaJion to {hew, our mere,llltlie ,ldl'cflc~ JrC': ag_ 

gravated by the imprudent confiJence, ,1nfing Qut of extra_ 

'\< t ml~hl have In(w'',cd !IllS 'l"eti lnn In the word< or Mr. Ch"Lmen, m 
blS" C'om[lltlUVe J':ti.RI \'.~," whu~ lIe '~ry ;Wl.h .I~cjd~" Ih~1 we C In 1:0 
OR mt"rnQ~ oIebl and frelh I,X <, onll ,,),,1. commeUe .11,01 manufaaures 
,nu.n(e m l.orre([l<lfld,ng oIe~r,c fI", m3'tclly 'or~ WI!! lh,ow m~d'l 

h,hlon our pr~{ent lltllat,,,,,; Lonl n;l.wk.~11Iury 1\ 1:1 0:10 ... ·~llto rer~re .1 

\ QAU. JZIOlC. 

ordinary 
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tlrdinary JlTnfperity, which producecl 2 \'ery p:eneral over" 
tractin~ of c~ri •• l, and in (orne places a fpirit of vlTy unjufiiti .. 
ahle fpecu[.lt'on ; but nn the continent, wlll~re b;m!.:ruplcy and 
dil\rcf~ bt-gm tidl, the imprudence ofthe merc:mtile [yRem 
{c('m~ to II ave h,d little fhare in the f;jilures. which mily be 
tr.,cl'd :dmoft cmirdy to the war politics of the ruling powers, 

.lIld the .]rcadflll praui~'cs by which thefe h:1VC !xcn r upported. 
Whoeve r t'nminc~ tile hiaory of tht: mili tary clhh

linIment .. of the diliercn ! European n.nions. will find that 
the'}' ha~ .. t.cUI fo r lLlore ,hJ.:l twO hundl l"o YC.lrs a lmon ev!.:ry 

where rc~ql.ll l y incrc.lfing. 'lhe means (If fupponiug' tlli, 

incre.l[c may h.lv,' beet! (" und, in part, in ,ht graduJI dUg .. 

nWIH.I:ion of o],ul"llu: :md populnti"n ...... hich pCTllap!o ha~ 

t.lt.nl "bee rn:: tty !~el1cr.l lly. in ("itc of th{" burthr n of there 
dbhliilmll'llh.- But tllr very g re.l t ;UH] funden increafe of 

t he a rntie~ brmlgllt illto the lichl in the latter end of the bft, 

2nd tllc u>!~illnil ~ lI f lhe pl tkllt century. is clearly to be at .. 
t rihuted fO Ihe fund i'lg-fyltcm, whieh about thi .. time became 

:Ilmoll UI\;'IerfAl. J.'IOJm fhi~ period the QJ'lding forees of 
l:urope duri!l b l'l·.lCt: hav~ been gradua!1y ,lIld regularly aug~ 
mCl1\in~ a .. U, fUl<. and e3eh lucce[jive W3r has produced 

mure llUlm'mll~ .lUll b~·tter .lppuimcd armies than that which 
prccc.IcJ.-l he JOL tC,> employed. the tlIlIpenfe inC'ur~ed. and 
the ddtruuioll prodm cd ill the war which terminated in 

the pccc uf 1;63. f n t 'l.<. ecdcd whatever W.l~ befurc known 
in the annals ofll IJ!Olr. :-'.Itl.lted.lnd n.haullel\ with lIaugb.. 

leT, the n..ttioliS ofc.:hllllclld In [Ullt. down into a fhort-lived 

repofe. This was f( on dillurbtd by the Emprer~ of Ruffia, 

"bofe reign h~~ inrolvetl her fubjd:h HI perpttual difhdfes, 

her nei!!:hbuurs in ..:onllJnt alums • .lnd h.u; fiUed the eaftcrn 
parts of Europe with repeAted. carnage·. In the weft, the 

torch 

• Th~ f.nguhr "t'ornan affdb fa he a patroners of lear .... n;, and .. nOl: 
~CI gfwb.ot al~ ~;lllcd Ille p,u.,cl, ~UI""i, Sb6lw bad. ~ oJh,,~ -
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the: torch or war was rckiDdied by England, and a coniJia 

with Iter own colonies aided by France, more fr~idcf'J fierce, 
and bloody. than the war of 1756, dilTcvercd her empire, .dd.. 
ed a hundred millions to her debt, and iix millions annuli], 
to her ftanding tuc.-. 

During thefe opcrat;ons in the caft alld weft, the centreoE 
Europe was agitated by the rdU::fs and pragmiltic temper ofth~ 
Emperor Jofcph.Thi~ unwire and l.lZ1fortu <late,but not ill-inten
tioned prince, was happily controlled by tIle talcnt~ of the grea~ 
Frederick, who for the laft twenty years ofhib hfe cultiv2.ted 
the arti of pe.lte, ;Inti on rcvcr~l occafiom flifled the fl.ame. 
of a general war. The c;\.;unpJe of the Killg of Pruffia, how
ever, and the mutulIl jC:.J.loufy of the continental powers, won_ 
derfully increafed the armic~ of tl e continent, .Iud during hia 

r t' ign the peace cflabliflUlIcnt of GC!TI'tI.IllY, a counuy con-. 
taining lefs than eighter!! mdlion~ of I)coplc, rofc to live or 

fix hundr~d thoufand foldiers! By lli ~ fupl!'!rior pulicy the 
King of Pruflia indeed cor1tnn:J to rClldcr his army compar~ 
ativdy littk bunhcnfome to hi ~ ofubJC::D.s, and died with hi' 
treafury full t. But Aufl tia , ,\lid .Iii the i:lferior powers of 

Germany have been long very poor. The W.lnts of Jofeph 

mour of fend,n: her p,t\lIre HI 1:01<1 f",,/f.lwJ<cS Illl,terary men II> d,lrtlWlC 

p~rt . of Europe. p, ~,r" h~s been "1" "ly beflo,", e<l ,," her by Z,mmermm, 

and ",J"ed mC,,"uleJ by Robe'lfon. Iml'af! al lull;", y w,lI, ecord rile fte,. 

by whIch thewif • • f Pm, Ill. .!u~J,,/ h" ,bt,n,; ,t w,1I leU of jO,ooo Tutka 

!rUfr .. ,," III colol blo>od ~! If,,,~,,I, II w oll defcnlle tile lirll ~n4 tr.. (oco.I 
.hv.f,on "rpoI1n<l, .I.<ld the ~"n .. h/l ofbeller '""e. O1~y ,ccorol thIS" au •• 
IlJtrnncf ... rlette,," a\ the fcour::re nf the h<lnMn UCe • 

• D .. lhe lirn ,of thefe wa, I we .nnque, ed Amer,ca, hy the (ecnntl ...... 

loQ ,I, an.<! thws a h t l~tu e , .. " It. wck, bll!' w e /lundn,,:1 m,llIo,," oIo;S.b1: .... 

lIw:urre<i, aruI fnc Il""J,'~J th,,,,,r1,,<1 I,ve. { .. cr,(,ecd f_" Woo h~ prid. 
"profiled. liS' Or wll.! ,,,,,,I h,illl riches w,th lIur Yatlnl,nj!; brOUJl\1 "'.it AlJ 
., ,lief, ,h"". ~,' IUlre<l ~""·11,k. a iJudQw. ~<W...s a PIIIl: thai: ha1tedJly." . 

\',,1. 
W1d- oj s.,w,. 

t HI6!u«dI"lI', 'tli &""enUy tlndcrt\ood, baallOu1r, if~~~ 
"'11cd bu ,",""fU. 

c 
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were p;rat, thofe ofLeopoJd greater,lnd thofe oC the prefent 
Emperor are e:r.treme-Ruffia is abfolutely bankrupt. aod.the 

whole body of the peafantry reduced to the man wretched 
poverty. Spain languifhe& under an immenfe load of debt, 
and the { .. me may be faid of H olland, PONugal, and as I am 

informed, of the northern powers-The fitu:uion of France 
needs not to be: defcribed. 

Aphilofophieal mind will r1ifeover in every page ofhillorYt 

Incl will lament, whik it exeuft:s, the fatal Ignorance of thofe 
lty whom n:ltbns have been guv{'med. Grnenl inveaives 
2gainft {ueh eharalh:r~ arc ho .... L "rr un jult ; the R uleri of the 

.... orld ought to be approaeilul .... ·uh m"'glu\ lefpeD :md pity. 
Supreme power to its proper exercrfe requires perfea wil_ 

clam, and monarrh~ as wcl1 a~ mimacn ar(' .... cak, fallible and 
ignorant, lile ourfdves. Hence It is th.lt we find them in all 
ages waiting tbe little hoard~ of property acquirt:d by private 

induftry, in projcCl~ of foolilh VAnIty, or of IlIIl more foolillt 
ambition. Ami hence it i ~ thaI, rluril.g lhe Jail: century,we have 
feen them convert c.en till' ::tql.ol[,tJons of feicllee and of the 
P1;5, riling unprotec.1cd III fauLty , to the f:lme fatal purpofes. 
c.arrying the fury 01 w.lr by tlm mc;m into the mon remote 
{eas and regions. amI cxhauil:ulg nnt only the patrimony of 
.. fingle generat;on In their rafh and ruinous' projelh, hut that 

of newgener~uon~ of men for a long iucce/lioll of y('an. 
1n the order ot Plv\,idcnce, great eVIls bnng thclr own 

romedi('s, and the fun(\ing.fyil:t.m, by e\baultiog the mean. 

tlfupporting war, has a twdency to produce univerfal peace. 
~ it is melancholy to refleCt on the nationAl bankrupt
'an, which it mull prob.,bly rem!cr general in the 6rft 
'Mance. Their effe8s Will vary as the pt'ople :are more 

or' tfCa commerciJl, more or Ids enlightt'nt'd. They 

J,.;fJOf ;a time rivt't the chains of defpotifm, aa in Ruffia, or 
.-r;a htoody anarcll10n the ruins of monarchy as in France. 
~ llyR!m or general pedce, adoptt"d fpeedilYI may aVt'Tt a 

.. put of the calamitie. which haOJ ova Europe ; but 



..tWo pat\on au! !"'ladke {o ge..nat p.edomi ..... NO 
ab&! is "the!' ;m objed of our withee than O1lr hopes. 

It ought however to make a deep imprefiion on tbofc 
.-ho are entrufl.ed with the hllp~inef, of m.tions. that the dj.. 

rea caure of all the troubles in Fr:mcC', was the luilh 0_ 

penditure of its oM government fupportcd by the fUD~I~ 
fyftem. The w,u of 1756, and that undert.lken for the 
Americans, brought tillS fyHem to its cfius; the rnenue was 
morc than .tnticip.1lcd bv the. Imcrdl: of d ... bts and theezpenle 
cf the government; frell! 1:l\t'S (ould not be collell-cd; the 
people called loudly for :r. rcdn·f, of grievances: the coun 
gave way; popul.!.r aIT ... mblll .. ' werc Cummoncd, and fot.. 
lowed each other III rapId (ueedLon i the current of opinion 
fet ftronger every ,by agaiufl: C\'cry thing clbblilhed: the 
populace found tllC:1r Ihl ngth ; llumhcrs, IIltlcad of wifdom. 
began to govern; tlU! pud,ce of challgc begot ';l habit q£ 
.h';lnging. and ptopeny ,md rnnciplc~ ~ ere (wept ';lway., 

Happily 

.. It ,. Ihe fate or ,ldl'"t'c L(l' <,nn,enl ' 10 be r hce" In tener .. 1 on ta, 
hands o[ [001> , ~' .. I ... he! .. fo Iy 'u'unl """: ,I IS 'snt>l .m.~ ~l<"'~ Ill.ol 'JD boI 
ube~l~nl NoUn"r; e'e , ,,~, Cu I' Ill' ,"I), ~h IU, d ~.the I \,".'pl~. un wblQ 

l' ,:u,.e nunK led '" Ih~ Anl~I I, .m " " ~h" ",fh~J to "".<I<en Lugland, a~ 

threw her {u, ee 1I.tll .1,. Am., ,,_u C. ,Ic We hat.! I><>t \l"t> ~ cootdt wInd! 

mult h,,'e been I",,; , ~)(rtnr,.., .,,0 h" .. I\), unfuctehlul, .~,,, h~d tbe I~ 

lwe con'1ueil: of the C<J\orll.,. era" ncd Ih. fu It yo ", "I the .. .. r v.' c ... 

hJuly. from OUf pnoc an,1 prejud,ce., to pc, fevue tv Ihe Ulto ' moi'l. ,nd 

r,~ b""lt, "prey .ould "nly h~\c ~" c!led our ( !I.er F, tn.e n"ern 
10111ted "n on ("'''' tty , t~;;'.,,, the uppon"u'l) (If. l, < .. In, 1<> hne ;"~'Ill 
her linance., rdormed hor abuf." and !tnn"hc,)<d 1 <Tlelf by Ibe ... tt 
peace Sbc m'll'l b.ve r,ten 0 .. uur rUtnl, I I> <mt"U' of ll.e { .... arad 
...-bl(ref, (If Eu...,,,,, _She "I""nly "ltc,fereti_'h~ o1n~.fe .... b,eb fcelDtll&, 

lenni .nd IIIort£l, ruddenly became' lolen!, ~" Ii. ,,-.. k 1" ."t I W. ~ 
oIftbe colom • • , .clt .. "", Letil. d ,h.1I ,"deJ,cn<ien<c, and rc .. l'lImllll ,,,. 

peace, beume Ie' a f" w yooON 1l\orc r,,,lp<tuo. Ihm 1><10'" j"lh, 

t.e Fran.~ 1>;\<1 ,«elY.,11 I mortaL "'0\11\11 to r,"",~r ,IK -, ft ... 
""1*1"1. """", , .. atjl".t .I-. lht~l, Ole had Ui"ocd U W wilNlut 1M1\' 

< • 



,-r • .,t1 
The elfc£H 0{: QDJlltiMc~ 

lIIIIi1llft':-1:Ieyond c:akulaUOIl. 
reftored, . OUf manufaB:urcs fpread Ova' -conti-

~_ts of the old and the new world, ud oar revenue 1'Cifc 
l'!fir uf ,ircu/llli4n 'to ita Ja~ unenrnpled heigflt. A. -paper . 

r';""'mrt~ft • ." of proJniffot.y Dotes and of bills of exchange 'waaJ 

ncceffary confequence, aDd this, which ought 110 haYe 1'e

r.IJDe1D1~-lPecie or mcrchandifc only, became in a {cafon of . 
lJI ..... ~ ;PI~e6plCldty the veprdentatioo of almoft. e.ery kind of 

. ... .q ~ and unmed. 
dle mean time affairs on the continent alfumed a 

afpea. The allied powt'u began to ann; France 

~illg only. When peate tame, this new debt _to '- provided 
_ _ ~be ,pe()ple were poor,1iifCOllteDted, and what WIS wore of aU. dar 

ill {orne degree enligbtened-the reft is known. 

Tile policy of the powers which are combined againft Franc., i. oC the 
weak and foolilh kind. The (oily and tbe crimea of Franc:e rendered .. 

war I .. vltable, and Europe might' have looked on in {afety and peace. 

--... , .... '" i"k'ple, weakened fly intemne divifion!, would have been nu 
.. ' ...,.,,,,1.11 .. 1001"1 and the proceis of their experimeDts on government, if 

would have been fruitful ofletroDs of the moft important ltil1ll. 



m.~-t1_~~rWn""~j. __ ka. 
U'DIIN'lIta seMmd die ~ .. wea .... ~ ....... . 
"*, l»y dimiDHhing anel oppre5ae produaive ..... " ... : 
Sorbin, the w~th that OIolild have hem ems"'. 

:ate iza4utuy" and oblbutl:ing commcrc;ial i~coude. 

oW' cdomer& did not pur chafe, or did not pay for 

uufatl:ures, aDd they began to remain Oft our haBda. 
Certain circumftances how~ver prevented for a time 

feeling the full eifeCl of the war politics Oft the COIUinent. 
In the firll: place we were at peace, and had dedual few • 
peace-fyftem, while the reft of Europe was agitated, ... 141110-

der anns. Hence our funds became a fa.rourite olIjea 
purebaCe for thofe monied men on the continent who . 
to fecure their property; immenfe {urns, it is {aid, lowed 
from France and the low countries, and the price. of ftock 
rofc for a time, with the decline of our export of IMtNfae

C8, and the eillux, as it {bowd fcern, of the p1'«iMt 
metal ... 

Another circumftance operated in OUf fayour. The 
on the continent increafed the demand fer pafti.. 
manufaClures, from Germany, and more efpeeiaUy 

France-Birmingham felt this, fo did Yorklbire. Bum-
fer combat, the SQIU CuJottu ruibed into the liald ..... 

Ann. I aecl clothing J was echoed from PiIeftIr 
~ demand. could only be fuppliecl- ~ Ene
ce had ruined her credit by her fCCOlld Ie 

; Ole mtdt comt to mulct with {pede ~ ud 
fijYCf might ha .. 1'dled with au.-a.. true pou., 
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C'Ould no longer be heard; and the wickednefs of the ruliilg' 

party in France having perpetrated one deliberate and dread

ful murder, calculated to awake the horror of men in an ex

traordinary degree, the original friends of the revolution be

came mute; the once facred name of Liberty itfelf became 

otfenlive; the alarmifts rofe fuddenly in numbers and force; 

clamours and indignation fprung up in every quarter; and 

amidft a wild uproar of falfe terrors, and of virtuous [ym

pathy, the nation was plunJed headlong into this dreadful 
war I 

. One powerful voice indeed was heard above the ftorm, 
but the accents of reafon and truth founded like treafon to an 

irritated people, and our rulers joined in the general outcry; 

the friends of peace incurred th e [ouleft calumnies of the day, 

but fecurcd to themfclvcs the pureft admiration when paITlOn 

and prejudice {hall be no more. 

War came; and faft on its heels a dreadful train of 

evils-bankruptcy followed bankruptcy in rapid fuccefIion, 

our refources feemed to' vanifh, diftruft and terror feized the 

mercantile world, awl the Bank of England itfelf p:1rtook, as 

it is reported, of the general alarm. In the mean time you 
are faid to have declared in your place, that thefe evils had no 

connexion with the war, and Mr . Dundasaffured us that they 
arofe from our extraordinary profpl:rity. Similar language is 

made ufe of by the partizans of adminifiration every where, 

,and it is fit tha t this drc:ldful error fhould be publicly unveiled . 

In a feafon of general peace and g\eat profperity, pri. 

vate as weJl as public credit had arifen to an extraordinary 

. height, and, from caufes very obvious, but which it would be 
• tedious to enumerate, paper-money became in a great mea

-fure the medium of circulation. This paper confified of two 

kinds; of hills of exchange payable at different dates, a 

generally difcountable; and of promilfory notes, ilfued .by 
the Bank. of Eugland and private B.mking-houfes, payable in 

fpecie 
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1Pecie on demand. The credit of each of there depended on 
their reprefenting a, property real and fecure. The promif. 
Cory notes were indeed fuppofed to reprefent fpecie at all 
times ready on demand, but in reality refl:ed for their credit 

on the balis of fome fixed property within the kingdom, and 
frequently on landed eflates; the bills of exchange depended 
for their circulation 011 the joint credit rof the drawer and the 
acceptor, and reprcfented in a great mcafure f.Toperty out of 
the kingdom; perhaps on the feas, in the \ Y cfllndies, on the 
co aft of Africa, in America, or on the continent of Eu
rope. * By means of tllis medium a vafl quantity of fixed 
property was brought, as it were, into a ftate of aCl.ivity ; 
the paper money in circulation, every kind included, amount.
ing, as I have been tQld, to a fum that feems almoft in. 
credible! t The effeCl.s of a war on a paper medium, 
C.uch as I have defcribed, may be calily imagined. - It mun: 

diminilh the fecurity of all property on the feas, in our iflands, 
on the co aft of Africa, &c. and of courfe defiroy or impair 
the credit of all bills of exchange running on the validity of 
{uch property. If the property itfelf during a war would not 
eaGly lind a purdlafer, neither would a bill refting on that 

property. The property itfelf however might ftill be fale-
I 

ablct, though at a diminilhed value; but this would not be 
the cafe with a bill of exchange, which, if it does not 
pafs for the fum it is drawn for, will pafs for nothing, 
and is thrown out of circulation. The manner in which 
this diftrefl"ed our Weft-India houfes is well known. The 

degree of hazard of our iil;nds was perhaps over-rated, 

a circumftance ariling from the peculiar nature of the war, 

• This iubj eCl: is very elegantly and fully exPlained in a pamphlet 
. intitle<l It Thoughts on the Cau{c;, o( the- prc{ent F<lilures," publilhed by 

john{on. 

t Two hundred millioo;. 

and 
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and the {eart under which we laboured, :and diU labout, of th!< 

defperatc methods, to which the French may have recourfe. 
Previous to the war in England bankruptcies had begun on 
the continent, and the fecurity of bills of foreign exchange 
was every day impaired. The invaGon of Holland by Dumou

rier, one of the firlt confequences of the war, was a blow 
nimed at the credit of all Europe; our houfes concerned in 
Dutch and other foreign exchanges found their fecurity par
ticularly fhaken; many of them are fuppofed to have tottered, 
and feveral fell. A fimilar etfe8 took place in various parts 
of the continent, and the a8ion and rea8ion of ruin fpread 
far and wide. The invalion and p:mition of Poland con
tributed much to this general calamity. The Bank of War. 
faw, the depolit of all the furplus wealth of the landed inte
relt of Poland, was oppre{fed and deltroyed by the royal 
plunderers; it failed, as it is faid, for ten millions Herling, 
:and brought down with it various houfes throughout Europe, 
particularly in Peterfburg, Hamburg, and Amlterdam • • 

The war deprive,; our manufa8ures of the French mar
l et, of aU others the molt extenfive, and, as it had been 
con~luaed for a twelvemonth palt, by far the mon: fafe and 
lucrative. The general wreck of credit among our allies on I 

the continent, deprived us in a gredt meafure of the markets 
there. Orders did not arrive , or if they did arrive, could not 
be executed; the {i eurity of the correfpondent was doubted, 
or the channel of payment fhut up. l.t was foon th refore 
found, that our manufa8ures for the foreign markets kad 
not fuftained a temporary check, fuch as arifes from over
trailing every lixth 01' fcventh year of peace, but an abfolute 
Itagnation; the bills and paper running on the fecurity of 
the capital velted in machinery (an enormous and lately mo 

• Fifteen homes in PClertburc CQIlcerned ia the tralic to China. faile. 
lO,~~her. 

produc\ini 
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lfoduCl:ive property) were of coune fhaken in their <redit~ 

and in the courfe of a few weeks, if a profpea of peace doe~ 

not open, will be of aU others the mofi: infecure. If it were 
. proper on fuch an occafion to bring forward names, each of 
there alfertions might be fupported and illuftrated by abund .. 

ant proofs. 
The general refult of there particulars is, that, whereas 

before the war, bills were difcounrable, and of courCe entered 
into circulation from every part of the woi-hi, at l'f!thap~ 

eighteen months date, and fometimes at ev~n longer, difi:rull: 

and bankruptcy have, for the prefem, rendered three-fourth" 
of the whole wane paper; and thore of the very firn crejlit 
are in general negotlable at two months date only. The im
menfe chafm tbat this muft make in circulation may be eafily 

imagined. . 
This gencral diftrefs in the commercial and manufac

turing interefts, muft of courfe occafion a great pre{fuTe on 
the monied men. What is thdr fituation? Their property 
is generally vefted in public fecurities; thefe muft be fold out 

to meet the exigence at a lofs of from 20 to 2S per Lent. 
Public fecurities have already f~nk in value in confequence 
of the war to the amount of nearly fifty millions fterling, a 
fum almoft equal to the whole of our national debt at the 
commencemen t of- the war of 17 5 S ! 

Land has not efcaped deterioration, but for obvious rea. 
fons, exeept in the immediate vicinity of towns, it has fur. 
fered lefs than any other property; and of courfe the fecuritJ 
of promiifory notes iifued by country banking-houfes, as far 
as they depended .on landed eftates, is, or ought to be, Jef. 
aif'!aed than any other. In the general panic indeed, run. 
have been made on almoft every houfe of this kind; a few 

have failed from infufficient ll:ability, and many have fi:opped 

payment for want of fpecie. But in generai lhofe who have 
{hewn a fufIicient foundation of real froperty, have been 

D fupporteli 
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kptmted by P'lbI1c confidence, and in the abCoIute Ccarcity 
eE ,old and lilYer, their notes have returned into cirCulation. 
1ft fituations, where this has happened, the dUl:refs ia &r ltfs 

thut where no circulation of (uch ptomi1rory notes had taken 

place, It feems the more neceifary to fiate there f~£h, be
caufe in both houfes 0 parH ment, fome refpeelable indivi
duals (eem difpo(ed to impute out prefent difit'dres in a great 

rnea(ure to the }ncreafe of banking-houfes iB"uing promiB"ory 
note6 -, 

It may be obferved that tir~ulatiJ\g notes of this kind, 

leach reprefenting a guinea, have long been the univerfal me

dium throughout Scotland, where the commercial diftref~ 

though great, is much lefs than in England; not more than 
one banking-houfe there having as yet failed. Five pound note, 
of the fame kind, are in common circulation through feveral 
of the northern counties, and in the moment of general pa
nic, were much exclaimed againft. But the alarm is fun. 
fiding, and confidence returns t. The truth will foon appear 
io ~ that a well-fecured and well-reguhted medium of this . 
kind is at this inftant of e~ntial fervice where it circulates 
and it is v ry probahle that it will be reforted to in {ituations 
where it has not yet been adopted. In Lancafuire, where 
the difi:.re(s both in the commercial and t?anufaCturing inte. 
refts is perhaps greater than in any part of the Kingdom, pro
mitrory notes were never iifued by any of the banking-houfes, 
and to this, I will venture to fay, the univerfal ftagnation 
there is in f~me degree to be attributed. The neceffity of 

reCorting to a paper-monty generally, whi£h cannot be im
medi'ately commuted into {pecie, would indeed be a proof 
of extraordinary diftrefs, but it may one day come. 111ere 
is a fituation that a good citillen muft brood over in mence, 

• The Duke of Norfolk.ls ODe who hlB fallell into this lIlilbke • 

.. S~ the proccediD&S 'It Ncwtv.!ile, \\'h~tehavOll. Icc. 

" but 
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hut which the rapid (lJeer of our a,dverGty doea not admit ta 
be long abfent from hia tbo"ghta. in which it may be the 
only national remedyagaiaft eneral ruin and confuGoo. 

Though the banking-houfes which circulate promilfor1 

notes, have not contributed in any confiderable dearee to 
our prefent diftrefs, it muft be admitted that it has been 
aggravated by the imprudence 0 individuals in over-trading 
their capitab, and reforting in fevenl !nftances to the fyftem 
of drawing and redrawing for fupportins their credit-. Thil 
however is a difeafe which hal a conftant tendency to 

arife in {eafons of great profperity, and which, though it 
operate feverely on particular places, cannot be conlidered a. 
entering largely into out nation:u dilh-efs--not having been 
without its elfell, it gives I prefume a colour to the alfertioD 
of Mr. Dundas; but wlll e\'en Mr. Dundas fay, .that the 
imprudence of a few individuals has deftroyed tho whole 
market of our manufallures, or lowered the funds fifty mil
lions? 

To this general reprefentation an objeClion will pethapi 
(lccur, that it explains things too .c1early; that events can 
feldom be traced in this regular way; and that politic. do 
not alford any thing fo nearly approaching to demonftration, 
The reply to this is eafy-politics have generally for their 
ohjea, the condu8: 'of cabinets; <\nd the uncertainty to 
which they are liable, is chiefly to be imputed to the igno
rance and caprice by which cabinets are governed. Hence 
the difficulty of predilling hpw they may all arifes fro~ 
the impoffibility of forefeeing with any certainty, their mo
dve.s of aaion. But that part of the political oeconomy 
which unfolds the theory of trade and manufallures, ap
proaches to the nature of (dence, becaufe it has the in~r. 

• . • Tho(e who with to fee this clearly and fully eXplained, ~)' c_ 
full tbe Wealth or • ations, l.lft edition. 
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urfe of commercial men for its objea, who are confttntlf 
iovemed by a [enfe of intereft, the moil uniform JIloti"e of 
human condua. We diftinguif11 ill, if we fuppore that what 
refpeas commerce is equally uncertain with what rerpea . 
politics; the freaks of the mifchievous monkey are indeed 
wild and capricious, but the aaions of the induftrious beaver 
are uniform and exaa·. ft may alfo be objeC1:ed to thit 
explanation of the caufes of our diftrefs, that it is founded 

on p °l1c4>les. which QPply to former· wars -as well as to .that 
we are engaged in, while our prerent calamities are altogether I 
fin~ular and unprecedented. It mu!l: be admitted that our I 
diftretres are ungular in degree, but they are not Cingular in 
their nature; in tlle commencement of all our wars, induftr1 
and credit have fuftained a fimilar blow, and it only remainll 
to be !hewn, why the: pre[cnt !hock is fo peculiarly fevere and 
tre~endous. 

That the entrance of war has always injured our com
mercial pro[perity, may be proved from the authentic docu
ments in Mr. Chalmers's U Comparative Eftimate;" and 
tI\o[e who remember th~ commencement of the laft war, 
muO: alfo recollect the diftrers which it occafioned. Thll 

lCtraordinary ruin of the pn:[ent moment, compared with 
th:lt of 1755 or T77 5, is to be traced to the change which 
this nation, liS well as the other natiotls of Europe, has been 
gradually undergoing, and to the peculiar nature and feat at 
the exifting warfare. At the breaking out of the war ill 

'755, die d bt of Great Britain amounted to feventy-two 

• Though this ngllre is not very refpeelful, it is not perna"" 

w«Uo"l1c. Compare the beaven who have ni{ed their mounds hi 
lIo1Lan~, with tho monkies who admiuiftered tho olel government oJ> 
FJll\co. AI to the tygen of tho pre{cut day, they (cern to be under the 
in&lIcnco (If blind inftina; bllt the fame ' remark. is applicable to t~ 
id1an II if, tb. German ca,lo, aaot tho 61401' bin's and bealls of prey. 

mi11iollt 
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snillions; and now tlle debt funded and .unfunded is nearly 
two hundred and fifty millions. We fet out on the prefent 

Qccalion under an additional weight of almoft two hundred 

inillions! 
But let "Us take the commencement of tlle 1aft war, a 

period fiill freth in our recollections, and when the difparit, 
of fituation was not fo great. In the beginning of February, 

you held oue a profpetl that the exifiing revenue was not 
likely to fall off in conf.:quence of the prefent hoftilities, be
caufe in the firft Yl:at of the laft war it was not much :lffeCl
cd. You feemed to admit that the progrtfs of our rnmerce 

"nd manufaClures might indeed be fiopped, but you did not 
apprehend there would be much, if any, diminution of what 
we already polfelfed. The melancholy 4'ecords of the Iaft 
three months have detcCt.:d this fatal error, .to which per

llaps the war itfelf i. in [orne degree owing, and painful as ia 
the office, there may yet be [orne advantage in tra ing it to 

its [ource. The Am{'rican war commenced in a gradual 

manner-Our difputcs with the colonills had hecn of feveral 
years continuance, and bc:fore • hollilities broke out our 

merchants had forefeen them and provided againfi them. 

The provilion, it is true, was far ftom complete, for though 
in .the year immediately preceding th~ waf, very unuCual r~ 

il1ittances were ma~e from America, yet on the opening of 
lloftilities, a large capital was locked up in that country, by 

whlch the trade of London, Briftol, and Liverpool, was con
fiderably injured, and ~t Glafgow, and Whitehaven~ a very 
cxtenijve bankruptcy took place. A circumllance however 
diitinguiihed thofe times from the prefent which is of mate
rial importance.-Previous to the war of 1775, Ollf manu
faCturers were Dot much in the habit of exporting on their 

. own accounts. They receive~ their orders chiefly fro in the 
merchants here, at whoCe rifque the manufa8:UlIeS were 

. ~Ppcd, (0 th t *o~h the mercantile houfea received a fe
vere 



ftre blow in the rupture with Americ3f the manuCaCluring 
capital waa, comp:lratirely {peaking, little' injured. What 
contributed a good deal to this, was the prohibition of im. 
portation laid by the American Congrefs the year before the: 
war, at a time when remittances to this country were allow. 
ed, and. were fo conGderable. In confequence of this, out' 
manufaaurers, with their flcill and their capitals unimpaired1 

began early to explore new markets, and to improve thofe 
already known; and from this date commenc~ that rapicl 
increaee of export to the continent of Europe. which faved 

.. us from tional bankruptcy, and raifed us again to our rank 
among nations. It was foon found that the American mar .. 
Itet was, comparatively (peaking, of little value, and it was 
found alfo, thllt the fuperiority of our manuflltture. forced 

• their wny into it, notwithfianding the obftruttiolls of the war. 
They took a circuitous COU1.ft: indeed throul:h Holland l but 
York {hire {urnithed the greater part of the clothing of tho 
Sans Culottes of America, and. though they hal! fet up are. 
publican government, 311d weTe rebels, not againft Louis 
XVI. but our own gracious king-no traitorous corre
Cpoml n e bill Wl\6 rnovea for by the Attorney General or 
the day: . 

Since the laft peace however our manufaeturers have 

almoft univerfally atted as merch.ants, and £hipped their 
, 

• It W;IS du ring this perIod, if my memory uues not fail l'EI e, that the 

PI!Icc of Ril:hmo_", whu has been fo 10y~U1 employe.! of late in fortifyu11l 
die tower, W3S aCI:ufcd in the minifierial IMpers of having furveyed Come 
parts of the eoaft. for the purp~ of direCling the French wbere they might 
with f;..fety attack us; ,t W:lS at this time that Mr: Burke openly boaned in 
tb~· Hou(e of Commons, of eorrefpolldinr; witb the republican-rebel Frank. 
lin, illU'iluing lit <Paris to brill!: aU Europe QI\ OUl' he:uis; it was during tbe 
f,UQe Waal~.us periud tbat a young ~atefm:tn. ftn~. fo well k.nown 
1l1rClllIbal.ll. Eurcpe, began his career, by juftiEyi", the rep\lbli~ns of Ame
rica iIIcbeir refifiance, and reprob:lling as the heigbt of Wick,eclnef$ aad in. 
~ ... 4eicn of fnbj\lr;~tin, them by force. . 

~ J' goods 
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,cooda on thdr OWD accoUDt. The,. hue gaIned poHon ot 
;the foreign markets. in part from the fuperiority of tl\eir 
Aill, but far more from the fuperiority of their capital. 
whieh has enab1ed them to give a credit almon every where 
from twelve to eighteen months. Hence at the prefent mo
;ment out manufaauri~ capital (contrary to what happened 
in the begInning of the Ian war) is in a great meafure in
\Yened in foreign debts. The merchants in the ports of the 
;Qngdom felt the calamities of war foone{\:; but it is on the 

manufa~uring body that it will fall with the moft utlTelent. 
Ing ruin. What adds to the dinrefs of the moment is, that 
the war was not, like the A Qlerican con ten, long forefeen. 
We had declared for a peace-fyftem; it was clearly our in. 
tereft to maintain it, it feemed almon fuicide in France to 

, provoke a quarrel: mercantile men in both kingdoms'depre. 
cated a rupture, and, reafoning on the grounds or mutual in
terefi (the familiar and fundamental principle of plain and 
lenfible men), they could not believe, long :tfter the horizon 
began to <Iarken, that a ftorm would enfue-When the 
doud. burtt, they were therefore nakod and unprepared. 

The difTc::re~ce in the fitlPation of our public burthens i. 
alfo to be confiderc::d in comparing the two periods; we com .. 
rnenced the war with America under a debt of 130 millions; 
ilnd we ftart now with a debt of 250: our peace eftablifil .. 
ment, the interefi of the debt included, was then ten mil. 
lions annua1ly; it has now mounted to feventeen millions. 

It may however be fuppofed that our ability to pay thefe 
increafed burthens, has increafed in a proportional degree
I would not undervalue the re(ou~es of my country, and I 
beli~ve this to be true; but it ill only true while we continue 
at peace, ~nd preferve as much as pofIible the peace of the 
'World. If indeed our ability to pay taxes were meafured by 
the fiate of our ,xports, it might be juftI, doubted whether 

it 
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it has tugmen ted in the degree that is fuppo(ed·, .nut"thi 
ability depends in reality on the excefs of our produClive 
labour ovc;r our wants; and the facility of collecting taxes, a 
poillt very important, depends in a great meafure on the de
gree of confumption and circulation.-The excefs of our pro
duClive labour does not appear in our exports, as fome are 
~t to fuppofe, for much of it has been employed in the 
creatiqn of new capital, in the increafe of buildings and ma
chinery-in the improvement of the foil- and in the opening 
of new roa<ls and canals, uf all modes 2£ employing the na
tiollal capital by far the mof\. ufcful t. Thefe improvements 
were going on with a moll: happy and accelerated progrefs ; 
lOur public burthens were beginning to decreafe with the in
creafe of our power of bearing them; and England ;'\dvanced 
npidly owards that ultimate point of profperity, the polli
bility of which was demonll:rated by Dr. A. Smith, with a . 
mathematical precifion; and its approach prediCled by your
,relf in a !hain of eloquence that gave to truth all the charm' 

• The average of our q:ports for the lall: ten years does not, it is raid, 
xc:eed foventeen million!; which is not more than three millions greater 

t~an the amount they 'tveraged in an 0 ual nllmber of ars before tho Arne-
1,t:m war. Tbe documents on this fubjeA however arc nGt fufficient for 
~cura!o ft ttn cn~. 

t In L:lncaJhlre alone, nne million of tho profits of mauufillures and 
CP&m,"crco is :lbOnl to be invefiec! in camlls now rormlng there, if the <lif
Irell"'es of the times permit the fuhrcriptions to be paid; and (ueh of the Ja
bonring manufacturers a~ are employed at all, are now chiefly employed in 
forming thefo canals. The happy efti cb of fuch an application of capital III 
~ {inSle tOllllty, and fuch a co ty as LancaJhlre, no one can efiinute, but 
Ihey dep6n,\ almoft entirety on peac.e. The war h:lS already funk the value 
til Ilares in this property j)reatly, and it has diminilhed the carriage on the 
canaI~ already mnole, .more than one half. On this fubjcCl authonti, infor
maliGn may be obtained from the Duke of Bnd,ewater. I Cpeak. on the 

thtritJ of a weU-mformetl can e{ponu.ent. 

of 
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f tiaion, and unfolded to an admiring riation, a protpeCi: or 
teil happinefs, fuppofed only to exill-in the poet's drearri f 
You knew, however, and you acknowledged, that the conJ 
tinuation of peace was nece/fary to en[ure the blellings you 
foretold-happy had it been for the nation, if you had feen 
that it was indifpenfable to the duration f thofe we already 
enjoyed! 

It has beeh imagined by many, that the prefent war 
ought to be light in comparifon of the 1aft, becaufe then we 
fought alone, and now all the world is in alliance with us 
Mr. Dundas in the Houfe of Commons boafteJ of this; and 
declared the intention of minifrry was to bring if pollible 
every nation of Europe upon France. It is, I prefume, in 
confequence of the operations of this policy, before it was 
avowed, that Spain and Pruffia are now in arms, and 
that Portugal, Turkey, and the northern powers, are 
openly folicited to join the general confederacy-W ak 
and miferable policy! Better far had it been for Britain 
to have fought France fingly, if her power had been 
twice as great, while the r~ft of Europe looked on, than 
to ftir up and mingle in this general crufade of folly 
and ruin. I fpeak not in the language of a moraliftt but 
of a politician, and of this a!fertion I challenge the 
moft rigid examination.-What fupported us during the 
·American war? the e~port of our manufaCl.ures to countries 
that could purchafe them, becau"fe they enjoyed the bleffingi 
of peace. But whojs there now to buy our manufaCtutes ~ 
where is peace now to be found ( The na,tions of Europe are 
in arms from the White Sea to the Pillars of Hercules, and in 
tne courfe of the furnrner there ~II be upwards of two mil. 
lions of men in the fi~ld. Ancient or modem hiftory ftate • 

• Seo Mr. Pitt's fpeetb, 17th Feb. 1793, on his motion for takin, off a 
part Q( OlirtaJtCS. 
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nothing equal to the expence or the extent of this armament, 

undertaken when the funds of all the belligerent powers are 
anticipated and exhaufred, and national credit is every where 
(England I hope excepted) about to explode. If the whole 
population of Europe be a hundred and twenty millions, it 

will contain twenty4ive or thirty millions of men fit for la
bour, or what are called fighting men. Of this number there 

is a 12th or 15th pa,t taken from productive Jabour to that 
which produces nothing; or, what illufrrates the point more 

clearly, brought into the fame fituationwith refpectto the pub
lic, as if the whole became paralytic in :1 day, and yet required 
not only the fame fubfifrence as when capable of labour, but 
one much more expen!ive. But as the men called into the 
field are in the flower of life, the productive labour dimi
niChed will be more than in proportion to their numbers, and 
as they are to combat far from home, the expence of their 
maintenance while foldiers will double and treble what mere 
ceflation from labour would have produced. The frock of 

productive labour left muft however not only be fubj eCt to 

1111 f;rmer burthens, but opprdfed with the maintenance of 
the tabourers taken from it and turned into foldiers, and t1lU5 
th lofs will be more than douWed. It is po£Iible that in fome 
parts of Europe famine may arife, but this is I)ot likely to be a 

en ral or an immediate effeCt. Subfi1tence is fuch an evi
dent want and fuch an irrefifrible call,· that the ground wIll 
always be cvJ.tivated in the fidl: inftance.-The labourer 
aken from agriculture for the field, will have their place 

fupplied by others deprived of their ufual labour in manu
faaures, whi 11 the war has inJured or ruined; and poverty, 
by teaching men lefs expenfive habits both of diet and cloth

ing, will protraCt the hour of abfolute want. It is in the feat 
of w:lr only that famine may be confidered as inevitable; it 
i there a1fo that difcafe may fOO11 be expeCted; contagion will 
{catter her poifon, and defrroy more than the {word. The 

elafricity 
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elafticity of human exertions cannot be exat}ly calculated; 

and it would be rath to predia, how, or to what extent thefe 

may operate under burthens fo heavy and fo general. It 
{eerns however unavoidable, that during the continuance of 
the war thefe burthens mufl: ~very where incrcafe. If the 
Cupport of life becomes even difficult, the coIleaion of reve~ 
nue will become impoffib!e: from the (h~iveUed mufcles and 
dried bones of their fl:arving pea[antry, the conquerors of 
Poland, and the invaders of Fran.:e will not be able to extraCl: 

the Cupport of their [en[elels ambition and foolifh wafl:e. 
It is evident that this general poverty mufl: operate pe

~uliarly, and every day more heavily, on Britain. Since the 
Jafl: war this country has become the flore-houfe of the na

tions of Europe, and has furnifhed almofl:. the whole nock of 
the fuperfluities they have been enablcd to buy. We fee 
clearly thlt it is the confumption of thefe fuperBuities which 
the war mufl: firfl: clefl:roy; experience has r ndered this 
truth incontell:ible. Thofc who lire by the manufaaure of 
thefe fuperRuities, mufl:. therefore be the firfl: and greaten 
fuffcrers in every partof Europe, afld lmfortunatdy the greater 
part of this dcCcripti un of men live here . Here then the 
ruin mufl:. be molt f~\'erdy fclt, and our fufferi ngs will be the 
greater and the har.Pcr to bear, beeaufe they will be ill the 
exact proportion of our former proJpt'rity. It is very clear 
then, that had we even ourfeJves continued at peace, while 
the other lielligerent powers were at war, we fhould have 
fuffered much [rom the progrefs of univerfal poverty.
There are however advantages attending fueh a fituation, 
which, with prudent management, might have borne us 
through the difficulties . We fhould have fuppJied the 

clothing of the various armies in the field, we fhould have 

enjoyed a monopoly of the fale of arms, artillery, and the 
other means of defl:ru6tion; we fhould have beceme the uni. 
venal carricn "f provifions and warlike frores, we lhould 
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have been enabled to convey our own manufaClures in rarety 
wherever any fale for them remained; and we thould have 
been Caved the enormous and defiruClive expence of arming 
and proteCl:ing our extended commerce in the different quar. 
ters of the globe. Our pofi"et1ions in the eafi and in the wen 
would have remained fecure, and the credit of our paper 
~irculation continued unimpaired. While the {torm raged 
on the land, England might have declared the ocean inviola
ble, and if the warring powers had difturbed it, the might 
have reared her head 'above the waves, extended her immor,. 
tal trident, and bid the tempeft be ftill·. Holding in her 
pofi"effion a great part of the 'c1othing, the arms, and the fiore. 
of the pow~rs at war, and being at the fame time the undif
puted mill:refs of the rea, and the great clianuel of inter

courfe b~tween nation&-when the ll:rength and fury of con
fii~ing paffions were fated with blood or fubdued with 
flaughi:er, the might have denounced her vengeance on the 
:tggrefi"or~, have offered her fuccours to the opprdTed, and 
piCl:ated the terms of univerfal peace.-Such our fituation 
might ~ave been-nay, mufi have be 11, had we not become 
parties in the general {trife. What is pur fituation now? 
We are involved ourfelves in the quarrel; there is no nation 
of Europe left to mediate between the.\=onfl iCling powers; 
and if England does not again afTume the office of umpire, 
nothing ~ut the extermination of the French, or the down
fall of the governments of Germany, feems capable of fatisfy
ing the ~nraged parties, or refioring the peace of the world. 
!ut i~ may be faid, it is better for us to fight France now~ 
with al~ the wprld with us, than to fight her hereafter alone: 

Why {houl~ ~e fi~ht her ~~ all f-::-::it is no~ our ~te~ell:. But it 

• MlItjlr~c fugam, regique blCC dicite veftro: 
~on iIli imperi\\m pclagi, fae~q~ tritlentem i 
,,~ mi i {!U'tc da~.~ VI'g .... 1£ • t . 

~ay 
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may be (uppored that th«; ambition of France, "'hen her g0-

vernment is fettled, will compel us to go to war in felf-dc
fence. I do not think this likely, becaufe it cannot be hff' 
interefl:, but we will allow the fuppofition. If France attack 
us, it muft be on the fea, our f~vourite element, and there 
{he will, I doubt not, find our fuperiority once more.-There 
{he found our fuperiority in the American conteft, though {he 
employed her whole refources on her marine, though {he 
was ~ided by Spain, Holland, and America, and though {he 
attacked us when we were in (orne degree exh"ufted by three 
expen{ive and bloody campaigns. 

If France and England combat alone, it muft be on the 
fea, and deftruetive though the comeft mufr be, it is not 
likely of itfelf either to endanger our confiitution or deftroy 
our credit, as fome have weakly Cuppofed. Our confl:itution 
is enthron~d in the hearts of Englifumen, and will never be 
defrroyed by foreign (oTce lour credit depends on our com
merce, but more efpecially on our manufatl:ures, wl~ch we 
know by experience can furvive a rupture with France, and 
even increafe during its continuance, prflVided tbe rtfl if 
Burepe iJ at peaa - . Unfortunately at prefent all Europe i. 
not only engaged in war, but in a waT of unexampled defpe
ration and expenee, at a time when publie debts and taxes 

'have accumulated to an enormous degree in almoft every 
one of the belligerent powers; where the govemments (that 
of our own country always excepted) are univerfa\1y opprcf
five, and the people poor and wretched. 

~ 1 would oat howover be uoderltood to confider a Wlr with Prance,.". 
}Vith any other country, iO any other lillht under our circumftancea, th<!" i. 
eh:lt of a molt (erio". calamity. I with to point our rhe fN'culiarity in the pre_ 
fent war, that mak.es it to UI particularly denrultlve. It is tne general (Ute of 

w.3rfare, and the ~onfequellt poverty, thit is our bane. In regard to Cola" of 
tbe powers now \lnder arms, if they are to be at \\'ar, it is of little cellfllquetlu 
LO ItS, as to tbe aallal fQfO:C tbey can bring forward) whether they filM willi 
. 1' 3, .• 01\ as. 
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Fifty years ago, Mr. Hume, treating on the effe8 s of 
public credit, obferved, that it muft either defiroy the na
tion, or the nation muft dellroy it. "I muft confefs," fays 
this profound ' obferver, " when I fee princes and fiatC$ 
"quarrelling, amidfi their debts, funds, and public mort
"gages, it always brings to my mind a match of cudgel
" playing fought in a china filop "." Since the time this was 
written, the public debs of the European nations ha.ve been 
more than doubled, ,taking the whole together, and thofe of 
Fran~e, Britain, and Ruilia, have incr~ ilfcd almoft fourfold. 
T he figure of Mr. Hume may now perhaps be a little a).. 
teredo The prefent match of cudgel-playing is indeed in a 

china-filop, but the ~,alls of the houfe are now become china 
alfo. If the performers get very warm in the bufinefs, they 
may therefore not only deftroy the moveables, but bring the 
houfe itfelf about their ears. 

I heard a member in the Houfe of Common"s pleading 
with great eloquence [or our plunging into the war with 
'France, anel call out-Perifil our commerce, if it mult perifh." 
but let our conftitution. live! - The words were foolifh;-
th feparation is no longer pollible. The vital principle of 
our conftitution-the divilion and diftrihution of its powers,. 
may indeed furvive the .l·uin of co~merce; and provided 
the whole people b enlightened, it may be perpetuated afte ... 
the wreck of our power. The fpirit of Ollr l'l.Jigion may be • 
pl'eferved after the decay o[ our riches, and PO\'crty anti for. 

tOW may even rendcr i morc pure. The equal principle of 
our laws, now contained and exemplified in five hundredoovo~ 
lumes in folio, may appear perhaps as beautiful, when the 

d fl ruCtion of property fh:lll have rendered 499 volumes of 
ftatutes obfolete, and a fingle volume com prizes all that our 
PO' rty defllands. But the bleffings of our conftitution in 
the eye of thofe who adminifter, or hope to adminiller ita 

• ElThy on l"ublic Credit. 
powers, 



powers, depend, I conceive, on our opulence, and muft 

perifh with the commerce from which that opulencc flows. 

Let thore therefore who with or things Of thty art, beware 

of war: true patriots, who abhor civil convul/ions, will cheriOl 

the arts of peace. 

"Perifh our commerce" -foolilh words! What afford 

three millions annually to the poor? A million and :1 h If 
annually to the church? What fupplies a million to the civil 

lilt ?-Our commellCe. What f:lpports the expence of our 

immenfe naval and military efbbli{hmcntJ? All our plac 

and penuons ?-What but our commerce. Thirteen millions 

of our taxes depend on circulation and confumption, and this 

thoughtlefs fenator crits out-H Peri{h our commerce, let our 

conftitution live." Bur how then mun. the neceifary fplen

oour, the patronagr, and the far more c_ tcnfive influence of 

the crown be fupportccl f And if this fplendour, patr nage, 
anti iuflucnce arc fwept away-where is our conftitu tion ? 
What fhall maintain the crown againft a baud of faClioua 

nohles cajoling the people with the found of liberty to cover 
their fclfilh ambitillD; or what {hall defend hereditary ho

nours and property of every kind ag inn the great rna!: of the 
nation,llo v become poor, and \herefore defperate; ravenous, 

perhaps, from their wants, and terrib!e from the remainder of 
fpirit and pride which h<ls defcended from better times" 1 

Our connitution ·anti our commerce have grown up to. 

gether; their connexion was not at firft a nece£rary one p r

haps, hut events have rendered it fuch; the peace and the 
fafety of -Eng land depend on its being pl"eferved. Our very 

habits and manners, and the ftruClure of fociety among us, 
are founded on this union . I know the evils of our litua

tion, but the heafY load of our debts and taxes muO: teach 

us to fubmit. Patience, peace, reconomy, and gradual 

• The author can tbrow out binuooly at prefeot; butio favour o{tb .. 
prero&ative of the ero -n,:I$ thinS' arc fltU:l\C.J, he ll2 much to offer. 
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ftformadon, ne the remedies that wife men woaJd 
p0int out; the cha.nce of more dangerous means being re. 
forted to, arifes from the foU, of one dafs, who deny thefe 
evils, and by denying aggravate them; and from the folly of 
another, who pronounce them intolerable, and would liilen to 
the councils of enthufiails or knaves. At prefent, never was 
a nation more fubmifflVe, or more loyal; but a wife ~inifier 
"Will not wantonly try OUT patience, or goad us too much. 

"Perifu our commerce '''-Let the member for Norwich 
correa his expreflion. We will excufe the inaccuracy of an 
ardent and eloquent mind; we will even make allowance 
for the prejudices of education-in the fchool of Mr. Burke, 
tratle and manufatlures are words that found meanly: 
among the Jefuits of St. Omers, the words themfeives were 
perhaps unknown. Early education. natural taile. and 
peculiar fublimity of imagination, have made. I pre fume, the 

detail and the exatlnefs of commerce, difgufting to Mr. 

Burke; and have fun~ifhed his mind with thofe grand and 

obfcure ideas, that affociate with the lofty manners of 

chivalry, and the Gothic gloom of a darker age. Henct', 

probably (!ince time, by extinguifhing ambition, has re
ftored the original habits of his mind), we are to explain his 
ftrong preference of the feudal rclicks of our c.onftitution, 
and his dread of the progrefs of commerce, as leading to 
innovation and change. I do not with" to break a lance with 

the champion of arifi:ocracy, or with any of his followers ,; 
and I would concede in their f,\Your as much as truth win 
admit. If our [ociety were to be caft anew, if the interefts 
of our country were alone to be confulted, and the mean. 
~ere entirely at our command-much as commerce is to be 
valued, it would be wifer and better to give it lefs fhare in 
our profperity, • nd at all e.vents to render our revenue in

dependent of foreign traue. How far it might be deurable 

to control its effec S 011 our manners, and on our habits of 
'thinkin" 
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thinking, is a queRioD that I cannot enter on, at prefent. 
ConfuJting our une, and fetring moral conJjd~rations alide, 

we ihouJd perhaps be willing to prefervc a greater degree of 
corre6tnefa and purity of manners, and more of the nice and 
high-fpirited fenfe of honour, than commerce generally ad
mits. But if we try different characters by thc tea of 
utility, and found this teft on the actual fiate of the nation, 

the knight of chivalry and his various oftSpring, compared 
to the modern manufa8urer or the merchant, feem weak 
and ufelefs things. Even the country gentleman of England, 
the moft refpeClable charaCler of all thofe lillin rf fhl 'Vall? 
wh~ neithtr toil n~r jpi1l, finks in this comparifon. The pro
prietor of landed property, who lives on the income of hi. 
eftates, can in general be confidered only as the conduit that 
conveys the wealth of one generation to another. He is a 
necetrary link in fociety indeed, but his pbce can at all time 
be eafily fupplied: ill this point of view the poor peafant 
who cultivates his eftate is of more importance than he. 
How thcn {hall we eftimate him. when compared with 
a refpeClable manufaClurer-with the original geni~, for 
inftance, who has found means to convert our clay into 
porcelain, and lays all Europe under contribution to England 
by his genius, tafte, add !kill? Or what rank will he talce, 
when his exertions are put in competition with the power 
and enterprize of the merchant, whofe iliips villt the moll: 
remote fhores and nations; to whom the coaRs of ACta, 
and America, are familiar; who draws his wealth from the 
wilds of Nootka or Labrador, and who makes the diftant 
Pacific yield up its fiores? Even in his more elevated 6tu
atio~ in the Houfe of Commons, the country gentleman, 
however eloquent and virtuous (Mr. Wyndham himfelf),muft 

not be compared, as an obj~Cl: of pational confequence, with 
a charaCl:er like thill. . 

To the cUl'\fiderationJ which I have offered on the im. 
F portancc 
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portan~e of commerce and manufaaures, tnd on the eft'ta. 
alr-eady produced on them by the war, you, Sir-, ;C you wert 

1U0t'e in the habit BE explaining minifi-erial condua, might 
perhaps reply-,-that the war is a wat of neceffity-that it j 
lik I)' to b~ ffi6ft afid-fuceefsfuf-and that; at all events, the 
dignity of the ilatron (lhe phrafc ufed in the American weir) 
ot perhap of the crown (for this is now the more corre~ 

• expreffiorr of Lord, Grenville) i, concerned in carrying it on .. 
On each of thl!fe points 1 mean ro offer a few ob!ervations. 
1 will then endeavour to !l1e"" the fiate the nation is' Hkely tQ 

be in, on the r.ecds of Parliament t I will make fome ob
{ervarions on the terrible refponfibility that minifters aifume, 
and conclude with one or two rCI1)Rrks addreiI'ed more tnt.., 
ticularly to yourfelf. 

The war was ncceifary as iu fupporters fay, and tlii. 
neceffity is explained in different ways.-By a few it i. 
afferted that the French were: determined to quarrel with us, 
and that they declared war againO: us :It a time that it 
was unexpeCted and unpfovQk d. This language however 
is h ld by vcry few, and is indeed fo utterly int.'onfiO:ent both 
with fad: and probability, that nothing but ignorance or dif
int;enuoufnefs (.an employ it. The French were fighting, or 
dlought [hey were fight ing, for their national exiftence, " 
againft a combimltion of the moO: alarming kind ;-to what' < 

purpore filOuld they add England to the number of thejr 
enemies ?-Ellg1and, whofe power they kJleW by fatal expe
rience -whofe inefiftihle force on the ocean they had repeat
edly funk U11der-and whofe neutrality feemed aImoO: eiren-
lial to their pIoturing the means of carrying on the war. If 
it be a{ferted mat ther hope~ to excite commCltions among us, 
peace feemed nee trary to this fcheme ; for during,peace only 
could they carryon the intercourCe which fueh a plan would 
require. Idle threats of internal commotions were indeed 

Lhro~n out by fom iudi iduals among them, but that there 
commotiona 
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tDmmoticms would he direClly prtlmoted by .an open war, 
this, could only be lincerely expeaed by men who were beEore-' 

;"fane. It may however be f,.id, that infanity did in reality 

pcRade their councils, or dlofe at lean ~y whom ~heir coun
cila were influenced; and indeed this fuppp{j ion (eerna in a 

great meafure founded on truth. But the reply to this i, 
clear: how far (oever their in [an it,. might go, it did not ex
tend to a .war with England, a calamity not ollly deprecated 

by their rulers, but by the whole body of the people. There 

IS not an individual who has been ill Fratlce tince the revolu
tion, who will not confirm thil truth. The manner, jn 

which this fierce nation humbl~d itfclf to Ellg,)and in nego

ciation, was indeed \"ery remarkable; and though in a mo
ment of woulldc:d pride, the .. aua1 declaration of war came 
from them, yet tl1ey foon repellted. of their conduCl, and are 

now openly renewing their ende.wours, one might almon fay, 

their Colicitations, for peace. t Peace lind war, Mr. Pitt, 

were in your choice--they are in your choice now; you 
made your eleaiun of the latter-you adhere ~o it-to the 

late application of Le Brun, i.t is faid, you have not 
even vouchfafed an anfwcr. 

It might feem indeed from the whole of your condul\; 
towards France for a twelvemonth pafr, that England had 

a particular interefr .in the continuance of war; or if {be i. 
- Cuppofed to be too proud to be governed by her fenfe of in

tereil., that her honour was cOllcerned in the keeping up of 

• The: National Mcmbly h d probably been deceived re(pe~in, the 
(enliments of the people of Ihis country. ,"ut previous to the war they had 

" ifcovered ,their error. The decree of the 19th N()vemiter mifht perhaps 
be fomewhat iolluenced by their notion of the "xlften~c of a r.publicaa 
(pirie here, and in th' , ,..(\ ~ tile ad.!retf.s (n:ltD different bodios of En&hfh
men did great !lufchi f. But the elTeas of the proclamation had Ihewn the 
real temper of the natioo in a clear an" ftrilting light, and this was well 

underftood in France when they were ne,oclating for peace. 
t See the lettel'$ of M. Le BOla to Lord Grenville. Star. ud Mar. 

F ~ honilitiea, 
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hol\ilitiea, or her paffions gratified by the continuance of 
deftruCl:ion, 

It is weB known that the treaty of Pillnitz was the Couree 

of all the prefent hoftilities; and it might have been forefeen 

that an attempt to carry it into effeCt: would produce a great 
part of. theealamitie6 which have enCued, At thetime that thi. 

took place, the conRitution of France was Cetded; the kin~ 
and the people had fworn. to obey it. There was in it a good 

deal to praife, and much to blame; butt for reafons which it 
would be ufelefs to detail, it was on the whole impraCt:icable. 

The men of talents and illfluence in France had however , 
feen their error in weakening the executive power too 
much; they were rallying round the throne» and the 
.rmr, headed by the puref!: and moft popular charaCler 
in the nation, were acquiring every day, more and more, 

military habits and virtues. The conftitution, with all 
its fau~ts, had produced the moft fenbble advantages to 
the labouring part of the people;· it cmltained within 

itl'elf the means of correCting both its principles and 

l'~Ctice ; and there was p~rhaps a chance that thefe might 
have been remedied without a civil war. It is however far 
.mOTe probable that a civil war muf!: have enfued; but if the 
parties had been left to themfelves, there is no one will deny 
that Fayette and his friends, in poifelJiort of all the conf!:itu
tlonal authorities, would in all human probability have 
been viCtorious, and the ill-fated monarch have prefervcd hi. 

life :md his crown. 'In th<: mean tim~ t1w ref!: of Europe migh~ 
have refted ill peace-the conf!:itution, mOQelled perhap on 
our own, would h:we ifumed a more pra€l:icable aQd con .. 
lif!:ent form, lind liberty been efl:ablilhed on law. 

The danger to which the final triumph of the new con .. 

A.itution Wa&~lljlored, arore Trom a foreign war. If the neigh ... 

• see the T<tur or Mr. ~Qr You,. 
bourin: 
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bounng nations {bouM attempt an invafion bfFrance for the 
avowed purpore of reftoring its ancient government, from 

that inftant it was evident that the conftitution and the king 
himfelf were j'n extreme hazard. By the conftitution, the whole 
means of the nation's defence againft this invauon muO: be 
.trull:ed in the hands of the king himfelf, to replace whom ill 
unlimited power the invafion was made. Among a ,people 
intoxicated with liberty, and jealoull in the extreme, it wal 
impoffible that any wifdom co.uld in fuch circumll:ances fc. 
cure an already fufpected monarch from the imputation of 
treachery. As the danger from this treachery became 
greater, the paffions of the peop.le arofe; when the Duke of 
Brunfwick entered France, they burll: into open. infurre8ion. 
Qnd through a fcene of dreadful Oaughter, the conftitutioft 
was over-turned and the monarch. dethroned. This crifi. 
was forefeen by the J acobins, and by every means provoked, 
it was forefeen by the Feuillans (the true friend~ of liberty 
and of limited monarchy) and earnell:ly deprecated. The 
yirtuous monarch him(elf was fenfible of his danger, and in 
his extreme dilhefs applied to England' to avert it. l,t waa 
evident that the Emperor would not venture on this invafiol1 
without thl! aid of our ally the king of Pruflia, who had no 

more pretence for ilttacking France, than for his invafion of 
. Poland, in which fuch'flagrant wickednefs and fuch deteftable 
'hypocrify have been openly difplayed, The unhappy Loui. 
intreated our interference to detach the kil)g of Pruffia from 
his defigo, ill language the moll: preffing and moft pathetic • 
.such an opportunity of exerting great power on a moft fu~ 
lime occafion, and to the nobleft of purpo(es, is not likelr 
to reenr in a lingle age, and is referved by providence for it1-
thoicefl: favourites. Such an opportunity was prefented to 
),ou, and you weal:]y and blindly caft it away. 

The language which you put into your fovereigll'l 
.PW~t~ on that occaf:on is on record.-Profeffiog every go04 

, wi~ 



wHh for the king of France, mankind were tMn told, that 
the king of England could not interfere, unlers he was reo
quefr.ed by all the parties concerned; that is, not only by 
him in difirefs, but by thofe alfo whofe conuuct occation 
the danger! The confpirators at Pillnitz, and the Jacobin. 
of Paris, equally triumphed on this occa{ion,- The conftitu ... 
tion and libertits of France were the objeEl:s of their COmmOR 
attack. At the fame inftant foreign war and internal infur
reaion fell with all their furies on the fri ends of the king, of 
hw, anJ of urder; the fireets and the prifons of Paris over

flowed with their blood; and thofe who efcaped the dagger 
of the I acobins were feized on the frontier by our ally of 
Prullia, loaded with chains, and fent to the dungeon of Mag
deburg to perifh in 6iencc, or fuffer in hopelefs captivity 
worfe than death can infliEl:. Gratified in the defr.ruEl:ion of 
their common enemy, the votaries of (uperfiition and of en
thufiafm have met in dreadful confiia ; a war of unexampled 
fury has enfued; and after the facrifice of a hundred thou
{and lives, the flower of the youth of France and Germany, 
the hofr.ile armies ar'e precifely in the fame 6tuation as when 
the carnage began! 

Another opportunity had in the mean time ofi"et'cd for 

England to interfere, and to rC!fiore t~e peace of EUTope.
Winter produced a temporary fufpenfton of hofiilities. It 
is well known that Pruffi:!., baffled and WOTn out, wifued, dllr: 
~ng this armifiice, to make iu peace with France, and that 
Spain was about to fettle its difference with her a110. Auf
tria, left !lIane, was unequal to the contefr., and by our media
tion peace might ha\'c been reftored.-Difficulties had indeed 
occurred: France had not only repelled her invaders, hut 
had ill her turn become the 3$gre/for, and Flander had been 
oveT-run by the arms of the viaorious republic. The pof
(effion f Flanders by France might not only weaken Aufr.ria 
tpo much (1 uCe the language of politicians), but expofe Hoi. 

land 
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land to be innded and oyer-run-France muft therefore -e.. 
induced to renounce Brab.mt. In the mean time there were 
new difficulties in the way of negociating with France, from 
the change which had talteo place in its government. Thof. 
who had hardly been able to fee with patience the reprefen

t~th'e of the conftitutional king, could not be expected to re
ceive with kindnefs the delegate of the new republic. If 
however we treated at all, it mufi. be with thofe ho h Id tho 

reins of government, men, it mull be I\cknowledged, againf\ 

whom the feelings of almon every heart in England revolted. 
A millifter is, however, to confult his rea(on, not hi f eling , 
and to liften only to the interefi.s of his country. If thefe: 
require peace, his duty is to procure it by every f ir and rea
{onable means j and if he treats at all , to treat with temper, 
cyen though his opponents :lTe r{lbbfrJ ilJ tht!jr fI1W. Jf w:lr, 

on the other hand, be inevitable, his bufinef is evident-to 
rdufe all negociation, and to let loofe the whole force of the: 
flate. You took a middle courfe: the dangers of war could 

not be altogether overlooked. Y:ou would treat therefore 

but under a delicate dillinC1:ion, which was to appear to our 

allies as if we did not treat at 1\11; and, as it fhould [eem to 
fecure your honour, you fet out in the bufinefs with rtfiffinf 
tht right of YOllr 01ltOgO'lijlS to h~/d 0 tt'toty. Le Brun and hi. 
aifociates however fubmitted; it is known tnat they were 
ready to have renounced Brabant, rather than go to war with 
England; and univerfal peace was perhaps once more in 
your power. By this time llOwever the natiorl was inflamed 
to a great degree by the apprehcnlion of internal confpi~ 
rac:ies; and the dreadful anathemas of Mr. Burke in the. 

Houfe of Commons had deftroyed all temper anu moderation. 
From Mr. Fox the mentio.n of peace with France had been 
received ~moft with execration, and England was ervaded 

with the {pirit of the anfi.ent crufades. In thi lituation every 

moment becam-c more critical-you hefitatcd"':'n gociatioft 

was 
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., one day begun and the next ab;ndpned-ftaridirig an thd 
brink of a precipice, you dallied with the temper of two in .. 
lamed nations, and were pufhed forwards into this bloody 

war. If you did not all: as a great ftatefman on this occ; .. 

'on, forne apology may be found for you-your temper was 
perhaps irritated; your fenfe of honour and your ftelings ot 
fympathy outraged; and though the minifter cannot be par .. 
&toned, the man may ftand excufed. Deeply as I lamentihe 
war and its confequences, I muft fairly admit, that the mad

od's of the moment reDders it doubtful, whether it could 
have been avoided during the laft days of negociation, by 
any meafures in your power. Indecilion is certainly not a 
part of your charafrer in feafoos of difficulty or d~nger; 
~ut on .this occafion it feems fairly to be imputed to ' you; 
lind to this it was owing that the olormfll.l haa taken the na..
tion out of your hands. 

Without imputing bad motives to thofe who frood for. 
ward to propagate the rumours of internal fedition and con
{pinteyon that oc'Calion, it may now, I think, be faid pretty 
confidently, that their fears greatly magnified the real dange • 
Why they were terrified, and why their terrors were in a 
&feat mcafure vain, may be ealil)' underftood by anyone ac
quainted with human nature, who look's at all the events of 
that period with an impartial eye. The rotreat of the Duke 

of Brullfwiclc, the battle of Jemappe, and the conqueft of 
Flanders came fo rapidly and fo unexpeCledly upon us, that 
men who had blindly wifhed, ~nd weakly predill:ed, the im
Plediate fubjugation of France to the Pruilian arms, were. 
fcized with a fudden terror proportioned to their foolifh hopes. 
France march.ing with giant (hide over her frontier, feemed 
to threaten the world. Thofe who iu the firO: inftance had 
ftQt take into their calculation the force of enthufiafm :J'cling 
on a gre:lt and powerful nation in a mement of external in. 

ahem. could cot, it may reafonably be fuppofed) form any 
juit 
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;Wl opinion of its nature or extent; and raw in their fright
ened imaginations, not only the downfal of the defpotie 

governments of Europe, but the overthrow of our own hap

pyeonllitution, the foqree of fo many bleffings, and tIle well
earned purchafe of more than one revolution, and of many 
years of civil war. On the other hand, the furpcizing fue
cefs ' of the French, raifed to a high el vation of fpirits all 
thofe who, from whatever motives, had interefl:ed themfeJvt6 
in their favour; and the cIalIie grace with which the {pear 

of liberty w~s wielded at Jemappe, threw a momentary veir' 
over former proceedings, too foul to bear the light: In thi 
!ituation of things, it was impoffible that parties £, eling CQ 
differently ihould not be mutually ofFenfive to each other, 
~nd that thofe who triumphed for the moment fhould not 
become fubjeCl:s of apprehenfion to thofe already fo dread. 
fully alarmed. 

During this fiate of jealous {ear, firong confirmations 
(:ould not be wanting, for "trifles light as air" would have 
{erved the purpofe; and it is wel~ known, that even the vcry 
looks of the fuppofed republicans, were fiated in the houfe 

of commons as proofs of their feditious views. It muft how
~ver be acknowled~ed, that there were great folly and indif~ 
cretion, to fay no worfe, in the conduCl: of many of the new 
Whigl ;. and that the addrelfes to the National AlfembJy 
from focieties in England, however t1ley might be jntendc~, 

. were incapable qf producing any good, and were pregnant with 
~e moft ferjous evils . Whether any thing refembJing a plot' 
reallyexifl:ed, cannot perhaps be as yet afcertained. Floating 
notions of change. probably pervaded the imaginations, and 
occaGonaUy e[caped the lips of enthuliafls, but it does not 
appear at all likely that any plan for this purpofe was con-

• This defcription of men has not yet got a name trun both tho Md their 
opponents admIC-P:nriors lind Jacobins are the party defignations-I choofc 
a mid.uo t nn,.Uld qu../te for this .. ppelbtion tbe authority of Mr. Burke. 

a certe4 



tetted oteven meditated in any quarter. And the notion r~ 
indufl:rioully circulated, that there was among us a large body 
of men, fome of them of the firft talents, leagued in a con
fpiracy againfl: their country with the Jacobin party of Fl'flnce, 
is one of thofe wild and" foolifh things," of which in a few 
months thofe who credited it "will in their cooler moments 
be aHlamed/' and which will foon be remembered only for 
mifchief it has done. 

It is to thrs general fufpicion that the war itfelf is in a 
great meafure to be attributed. One part of tJ\e cabinet, as 
report fays, was warmly and decidedly for it from the 6rft; 
and the eagerncfs of the Ala"'lIjJh in the houfe of commons 
in favour of this bloody meafllre is well known. A fiep fo 
fatal to the general imerefis of the country would not, how
ever, have becn taken in the face of eren a feeble oppolition 
out of doors. Three public meetings- at Manchefter, Wake
field, and Norwich, prevented the Ruffian war. But where 
was oppoGtion now to come from? Every man that objeaed 
to a mea[ure of miniflcrs was by this time fllppo[ed to be an 
enemy to the confl:itution; and he who oppofed a war with 
France, was openly cried down as a fecret ally of the Jacobins, 
and as only anxious to fave them from the force of our irre
liftible arm. Profelflons of attachmellt to our own happy 
conftitution were regarded as of no value, unlefs they were 
accompanied with a blind and unlimited confidence in admi-
11ifiration; and he only was conGdered as a true friend to his 
coplltry who was ready to put all our bleffings at hazard, by 
rufhing madly forward into this foolilh crufade. 

The whole body that a/focia~ed with Mr. Reeves feemed 
to think the fupport of the war nece/fary to the fupport 
of the conftitution; and in the houfe of commons Mr. 
Burke, with the peculiar frenzy that diftinguifhes aU 
his condua. reiterated the war-hoop of atheifm, and pro-
1l0unced Mr. Fox's propofal of ttempting to avert hof
tiliti s by negociation, llS ~ ftep that would by oece/fary 

confequcnce 
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eo.nrequen~e txpofe our virtuous monarch with little profpea 

of efcape to the fate of the unfortunate Louis. • 
It was owing I prefume to the fyftem you have adopted, 

that though, as it has fince appeared, you were at this time 
aClually negociating, you preferved a cautious filence, and 
fuffered the nation \0 believe you thought with Mr. Burke. 
For the firft time in his life Englifhmen were in fympathy 
with this extraordinary charaCler, and madnefs became more 
contagious than the plague. 

If it were at all proper lO argue with men who can be
lieve, that the only means of fecuring the reverence of the na

tion for the conftitution, is to plunge us into all the horron 
and miferies of a foreign war, I would point out the con fe
quences that may pttfiibly refult from the rebound of general 
fentiment; from the union of ftarving ignorance, with def· 
perate ambition; and from the progrc:fs of poverty, mifery, 
and difcontent. But I do not think it necen~lfy at prefent to 
infift on Cueh topics; becaufe blindly and [ooli!hly as fuch 
men have aCled on their own prine~ples, 1 believe the fcafon 

• Th~ manner in which thiS arange man has introduced his fovereign 
into debate at different times is truly cmiou5. Hi conduCt in this refpe~t 

during the regency, when pe reprefonted the Almighty as hR'IIing hurled hi .. 

fr.m his Ih",,,,, and at the time now alluded to, when in the excefs of his loy-
21ry, he cxpre(fed his fears of his br;1Ig 6.h""I,tI, arc apparently much con
trafted, but evidently flow fn.m the fame firuClllre of mind. A man th~t 
could talK openly in the houre of commons of the" king" head being cut 
off," is not, however, I apprehend, lik.ely to be appointed a lord of tl:lo 

bed· chamber, or even a gentleman-uilier. Mr. Burke, it is faid, is a poet, 
~nd this is true. But there feems about him 2 phrenzy that i, more than 
poetical-an habitual difpof.tion to exaggeration that trefpalfe. the bounds, 

not of truth only but of nature; and :Il1 irafcibtlity that has no refemblance 
to an,. thing to be feen in rational life, and that imprelfes upon us the no

tion of a ",;"d dlj"rJ.d! In this view of the fubjeCl Mr. Burk.e i. perhaps 

an objea afpity. Wh~n his tits arc aot upon him, he is known to be feoo 

Ile &Ad bu.mane. 

of 
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of' delulion is paGing, an(1 that EnglHhmen will be able 
diftingui{h, under every event, the lubftantial excellence or 
our conftitution; and attribute their fufFerings, whate er they 
may be, to their own deluGon, and the madnefs of thore wha 
have milled the public mind. 

But it may be faid that the war is likely to be {hort and 
fuccefsful, and is therefore now to be per6fted in, however in .. 
difcreetly it may have been begun. 

The anfwer to this is not difficult-the war has had 

already all the fuccefs that we could hope for. It brought on 
the invafion of Holland, and that invafion is repelled: it haa 
obliged the French to abandon Flanders-to do that by force. 

which they were before inclined to do by negociation : it has 
cov.ered the fea with our Ihips of war, and made thl'" mer
chantmen both of France and England difappear-and finally, 
after feveral hard fought battles, it has enabled the king of 

Pruffia to lay fiege to Mentz, and the Prince of Cobourg to fit 
down before Valenciennes.-But what is really of importance, 
it has brought from the "Krench new offers of peace. 

' What then may be the caure why we [0 proudly and 
fullenly (as it is [aid) rejec:l: them? 

It may be [aid that we wifh to carryon the war till we 
obtain a barrier againft the future irrlijltions of the Frencll 
into Holland or Brabant, and that this being effeCl:ed, we 
mean with our allies to reft on our arms, and leave the natio~ 

to fettle its own government. If this be our poliC;y, it were far 

better to reft now. 
The probability of obtaining and of preferving peace, 

depends in a great meafure, on the terms which are offered 
according with natural principles of equity. That every na
tion ihould keep within iu own confines, and choofe its OWIl 

government without molefting its neighbours, is a propofi.o 
tion which ii agreeable to our common apprehenfions of 
juftice i iQd applied fairly and equally to the power$ at war. 

it 
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It m:typrtldl1ce a fpeedy and lafting peace. But to inliQ as a 
groundwork of fl1ch a treaty, that the Aufl:rians {hall obtain 
.and keep pofiHIion of thofe fl:rong fortrelfcs on the northent 
frontier, by which France is defended, is to ptopofe that 
which is equalIy offen five to the pride, and alarming to the 
fears of Frenchmen, and which is likely to occafion a vail 
and a fruitlefs effulion of human blood. "Shall we confen, ' 
(they will cry) that France fllaU be difmembe:rcd ? Shall we 
:l.bandon our countrymen of Line and Valenciennes to the: 
defpots of Germany? If we give up a part of our territory., 
what fecurity {hall wt' have that the dividers of Poland ill 
reft contented with a part, efpecially when by polfeJl1ng our .. 
{l:rong holds they may invade us :It pleafure, and m:lT~h at 

once into the heart of our dcfence1cfs country?" Such arc 

th.e queftions that will be :liked, and it ll1ufl: be acknowledged 
that they are founded on natural feelings and reafonable 
fears: before thefe arc fub,\ued, many a brave m:m ",ill 
peri{h in the field. But if indeed the C("curity of the Low 

Countries be our only objetl, why not fortify Namur, MollS, 
Toumay, &e. which the Emperor JQfeph difmantled, under 
an idea (which illufl:rates very ftrongly the folly of attempt. 
ing to look far into futurity) that the martiage of his lifter 
with the unfortunate Louis, would render a harrier n'eedlef, 
pn the fide of France r If thoCe fortifications which were 
thought fufficient againft LOllis XIV. are not fuflicient againfl: 
the proud republicans, why not ereel others? And if bank
r.u.pt Auftria cannot do this, let us (if we muft mingle in 
their affairs), be taxed to fupport them; but let it be for a 
expenditure that will terminate in peace. 

The real intereft of foreign nations jg not whether 

France lbaJl have a conftitution of this or that form ; it is, 

that {he {hall have a regular government of fame form or other, 
which may fecure the faith of treaties, and due fubordination 

to la'" ; and this is the intereft of the people of Franc:e 
4 themfe1vea 



tltemfelves mote than any other. Why then, it may be faid, 
do they not follow their interefl:? Becaufe they do not per4 

ceive it. And they are prevented from perceiving it by the 
preffure of external war. 

Revolutions of government call forth great talents and 

yirtues, but they a1fo too frequently caU forth great crimes. 

Where all the ufual ordinances of law and focicty are broken 

down, men will rife indeed in fome degree according to their 
aCl:ivity and powers, but in a degree too, according as .thefe 

are exerted without fcruple or r efl:raint. In the enthuliaftic 

ftate of mind by which revolutions arc accompanied, great 

crimes make little impreilion on the mil/ioll, provided they are 

committed in the fpirit of party, and under the appearance 
of patriotifm. Compaffion, charity, candour, and even a 

fenfe of jufiice, are too generally [wept away in the whirlwind 

of paffion and prejudice, and lie buried under the wreck of 
virtuous habits and principles, to revive in quieter times. 

In fuch a {tate of things the natural influence of integrity 

and property, as well as the artificial difiiu t.l:ions of rank and 

birth give way to thl! governing powe.r of cnthufiafm, and 

men often rife to rlircCl:ion and command fr om the loweft 

ftations, by the force of lhong talents, and bold temper. , 

and by the buoyancy of heated imaginations. 
Enthufiafm is in feafons of daz1ger felt by virtuous as 

well ;15 by unprincipled minds; by the former indeed pcr

haps more than the latter I but in virtuous minds, while 

it expands all the generous feelings, it does not deftroy tl~ 

re(l:raints of principle or honour, even towards antagonifis or 

enemies) and much lefs towards thofe embarked in the fame 

caufe. 

Revolutions however, in their progrefs, !lir up fociety more 

and more) yen to the very dregs, and bring forward more and 

more of ignorance and profligacy (terms which in political 

life are nearly convertible) into the general mafs of feeling and 
of 
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of acHon, in wllich the national will and the national force 

refide. Men who willi to guide this will, and direCt this force, 
in times of popular commotion, muft partake of its charaCter, 
and vary their conduCt with the rapid changes which the 
general fentiment undergoes. But in every great r volution 
this fentiment has a tendency to become gradually worfe, 
and tlle charaClcr of thofe at the helm muft become wade 
alfo .. In the courfe of this me\~lncholy progrefs therefore, 

men of real principle and pure honour, who cannot bend to 
the opinions of the day, are probably thrown off, or perhaps 
deftroyed, and are fucceeded hy other defcriptions, each in 
fuccefIion more unlike the fira, till at laft perhaps the un
principled and defparate obtain undifputed fway. 

Hence, in our own country, the refiftance to Charles I. 
which was Jed by Hampden and Faulkland, terminated in 
Cromwell and Lambert; and hence the revolution of France, 
originating with Fayette, Necker, and MirabeJu, has de

fcenclccl into the hands of Danton aud Robcrfpierre.-
The 

• The Americm revolut Ion may be infhnced as an exception to this ge

neral reprUentation, but improperly. We muft f,m ohferve (as was noticed by 
Mr. Fox in his fpeed. on Mr. Gra ) " motIOn) that in America, thllu,h there 

as a change of the governing pOW~I", th~re was no revolution of habIts or 
opin.ions : no fudden cbange of principles. It l'Ouft be obferved 11(0, that 
the Americans had much le{s o( poverty and ignorance among them (though . 
leCs knowledge no doubt) than what i~ to be fuund in England and France, 
And thirdly; it mull; be obferved, that { .. mcthing of the f~me kind did 
aGlllally take place ill America, as in England and f rance, though certainly 
in a lefs degree. Round the American Revolution, as well as the Arne-

• rican charaGler, a f~l{e glare has been thrown l.y the fplcndour of their {UI

eefs. The congrefs Jid not, like the national affembly, expofe their debates 

and diifentions to their own peorle,· much lefs to all Europe; but it is well 
known that ~ pmy prevailed in it to a confiderilble degree, an.1 W afhir1g . 

ton himfelf, if report fpeaks truth, was at one time ·preferved in his command 

by a fing le vote only. In the ccurfe of th revolution many bloody deeds 
were att.d, the memory of which need not now be revived. But the 

(ollowinr 
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The inftuenoe however of men who openly 'Violate the fittt 
obligations, as well as the moil palpable intercils of fociety, 
is expo fed to continual danger from the very fcaffolding oq 
which i\, i$ raifcd, and cannot furvive that heated and enthu
fi aftic .tate of mind which extinguillles for a time, and for a 

time only, the feelings of compaffion and t1le fenfe of juiliee. 
Enthufiafm is, from its very violence, of {hort continu

:mce: it produces the moil cruel defolarions in [oeiety : but, 
as Mr. ~ume has obfcrved, " its fury is like that of'thuI\
.. cler ~nd tempefl:, which exhaufl: thcmfc1ves in a little time~ 
u and Iellve the air more calm and ferene than before." The 
accoun~s that we receive of the French {hew clearly, that 
they are at prcfent a nation of enthuliafis: of lhis their very 
crimes gi e lhe moft decided ev idence. Their contrmpt of 
danger and hardfhips; their utter difregard of fdf-interefi, 

and of all the l110tiv s whtch influence men in tran~~q life. 

following quotation from the hiftory of the American revolution by Dr, Ramo: 

f2Y, him{elf a member of the congrefs, will1bew hl'w the morals of the peopl~ 

were affeaed, and bear teltimony to the author's candour and love of truth. 
If Time and induftry have already, in a great degree, repaired the loffe. of 

" property, which tns citizens fui'tained during the war, bl,lt both have 
.. hitherto failed in effacing the taint which was tnen communicated to 

" their principles, nor can its total IIblutionobe expected till a new gene

e.. l'atiol\oariCes, unpraltiCed in the iniquities of their fathers." If inJeed 

~. Ramray had not acknowledged this, the conduct of the affemblies which 
w ere elected immediately after the rel'olution, would Cufficiently prove it. 

~y thore affemblies, ftanJ ing on:l popular baf.s (efpecially by tbat of Sow.h 

Carolina), aets were paffed dl!folving the obligations of juftice in a wa., '" 
arbitrary, and nearly as open, as thofe of the moll: derpotic monarch what
ever. An esperience of the evils reClilting from Cuth outrages has reformed 

h the principles and the practice of tbe American poliricans; and men of 
h or.Olll' and imej;.l'ity, m:ln., of them , tell down by the revolution, havo 
I'tl(.O~ " Ii t)1oir proper inftuence in quieter limes. Over and above all til 

c;ircum!t nces 1 have ment ioned, the natural phlegm of the American ' 

c;haratler, c~mparcd with the vehemence and impetllDuty of the F rench, 
was an advantai e not to be calculated. • 

their 
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their frantic {cbemes; their wild {ufpitiODS; their impJ,ca. 

bility towards their enemies; their pronenefs to murder ;

thefe are the true and exaCl: features of cnthuliafm, operat
ing on minds previoufly degraded by a fuperfl:ition the moft 

vile, and by a llavery the moft abjeCt -. 
The more fiercel y this national difeafe rages, the more 

certainly will it terminate fpeedily, provided it be left to it
felf. Society c:mnot poffibly fubfift under the prefent {yftem 
in France, and the exce/les of the Jacobins mUft fooner or 
later produce their dcftruClio:1. The nation, waking from 

its delirium, will fee the horror of its fituation, and fly for a 

refuge from anarchy to the conflitution it has rejcCted,or fome 
better regulated form of government; or perhaps to the very 
de(potifm it has overthr wn. But if continued attacks are 

made; from without, this iffue will certainly be prolonged, 

and may perhaps be prevented till the defpotic governments 

now in arms, evt!ry day becoming more poor, and therefore 
more opprefIive, {hall be themf"lves brought to the ground' 

The great infirument of the fuec.efs of the' Jacobins haa 
b1!en the fufpicion they have conftantly excited, that every 
friend of peace and fubordination was cOIlneeled with the 
foreign enemies that are invading France t. A high.fpirited , 
natioQ will not receive tkc purelt of bleffings on compulfiQn, 

• ~n Dr. Moore's )Durn~l, vlll'ious proofs of the truth of Ihis may bo 
found.-A Sans Culotte preCenting co the National Atrembly on ehe Joth of 
Au!un the head of a murdered Swi{s, an.! at the {arne time emptying out of 
hi$ h~e the je,,'els and gold which he had fouDd m Ihe Thuillerie., J' • 1trik

illg piCture of the {pecles of diCea(e of mind under 'Vhicb the ~tion laboun. 

t The firengtb of fucb an int\rumen[ as this, may be judged of by tbe 

{uccoC, with which i~ was employed by the Alqrm'if here. The friends of 
peace in this eount'7 we~ ill the {arne m~nner denounced as lea~ed with 
tOteign invaders, and tbis was the real Icc ret of Melfn. Reeves, Burke, and 
Co. (or 1~/liJtg lhe / .. "lIm, al th f~ctf, of ",tueh, confidedn&, :he men, 
many people have been fo much {urprifed . Tile nation was l'anic-!l:ruck, 
a."l4I apprebcn1i6lQ and creduhty go, h3lJd in haIId. 

H and 
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and would rejeC\: the Britiih conftifution id'eIf, though it 
were abfolutely perfea, if prefented on the baYCimet'a point. 
But what boon do the conquerors of Poland hold out to them? 
What bleffings do the people of Germany offer to their view? 
Abfolute fubjugation to a foreign force is the favour and the 
mercy of the rulers; ignorance and fubmiffion to unlimited 
opprellion.is the example of the armed 1laves whom they: 
command. It is no wonder that a nation of enthufiafls !hould 

be inflamed to madllefs on the approach of fuch invaders, an~ 
fpurning the dictates of realon, ihould confider thofe, who 
would reft.rain them, all leagued with their enemies, and com
mit themfelves to fuch only as are as frantic as themfelves. 
H nce every attempt to renore order to France has been fru
{hated by foreign invafion; Clermont-Tonnerre and Roch
foucauld have been murdered; and Narbonne, Fayette, and 
Liancourt have fled. And hence alfo, it is but too likely, 
that the liege of Valenciennes and Conde will prove th~ 
ruin of the brave and perhaps honeft infurgents on the banki 
of th Loire. How c~rtain the overthrow of the Jacohin 
fyflem in France would be, jf the nation were left to itfelf, 
may be gathered, not only from the nature of that fyll:em, 
but from the attempts to overturn it in the ~ery face of a 

, for ign invafion; and how very unlil.tly the allies are to fuc
ceed in their ellde~,vours to give a con!titution to France by 
force (the ollly rational object for which war can be COJl

tinued), may be colleeted, not only from the hinory of the 
pan, and from what has been already mentioned, but from 
other confiderations. 

Und,er the prefi"uTt: of external im'alion almoft :my go
°ernment will hold a nation together; and every form of re
publican governm nt, however unfit for quieter (eafons, is at 
{uch times produc\'ive f great en rgy of mind, and there
fore of great tional force. The cau e of this ia to be traced 
to the peculiar con~ uenee which a republican government 

live. 
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-rives to the individual, by which his country becomes of 
<on(equence to him, and the whole ftrength of his private 
and public affe8:ions in a moment of external invalion bears 
on a lingle obje8:-the national defence. The truth of this 
might be amply illuftrated from the hiftory of the republics 
of Greece and Rome; where may be feen alfo, what appears 
fo very extraordinary in modern time.s, the moft unbounded 
licentioufnefs and confufion in the centre of the government, 
joined with the mon formid able power oi) ~he frontiers-. 

In times of peace the exiften,;-e of primary a1Temblies, fuch 
llS are univerfal in France, fcems incompatible with the fafety 
of eftablifhed government, but in a lituation like the prefent, 
thefe will be the Ilurferies of courage, of eloquence, of daring 
minds i-by giving every individual an a8:ive and perfonal in
teTeft in the ftate, they will ftrengthen its defence in an ex
traordinary manner. The diviflOn of France into diftriib 
and departments, efrabliilies within it fo many rival republics, 
and in this way will probably produce that high-fpirited emu
lation between neighbouring communities, fo dangerous to 
internal quiet, but to which Greece,"When invaded, owed its 
fafety in the claflic ages, and perhaps Switzerland its indepen
dence in modem times. 

In the progrefs of revolutions it is material t~obferve, that 
talents do not feem to {uffer an equal degradation with prin
ciples. On the contrary, lituations of continued difficultJ 
and danger ~ave a tendency to call them forth (in as far as 

• In this re{~. as well as iD (evera! othe". France reclllls t.e our 
minds the ftates of antiquity. There are indeed circumfbncOt of re{oau

blance Vt tbeir fituatioa that milbt aft'ord room (or mucb curious 6bferva
tion, and (Jur b.e{ltation in applyiol tho eltpericoco w. derive from Greece Ol' 

Rome to mOilern France is perhaps chie/ly founded on a doubt, which -' 

times bas appe.arcd reafonahle enough.-whether tbefe countri., hall' COD

Uine<l beings of tao fame {pecies-\vbctber ther. FroliC!>. be iAMed _. or 

feme otm dd'criptioD. of anima4. 
H2 . they 
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they are dii\inCl: from virtue) more and more, and to 
ftrengthen and expand them, when found. In long efta,. 

blHhed'monarchies, fuch as are fpread over the continent of 
J:urope, rank ' has the chief. or indeed the fole influence in 
befl.owing command, and nature in bei\owing talents pays 
no attention to rank. But in re-volutions, artificial diftinc
tions being overturned, the order of nature is in fome degree 
reftored, and talents rife to their proper level. Hence it'is 
that revolutions opce fet on foot, have the weight of talents 

generally in their favour. It may be objeaed, indeed, that 
when the [word is once dra:wn, the ifiue depends on military 
difcipline and !kill, and that there will always be found on 
the fide of experience. Daily obfervation however proves, 

· that the mere mechanifm of a foldier is eafily and fpeedily 
learnt; and the uniform voice of hiftory ..tells us, that the 
qualities of a great general are in. an efpecial manner the 
work of nature; what fuperior genius feems to acquire the 
fooneft, and what all other men find it impoffible to acquire 
at all. Hence, though in the beginning of wars difciplint 
and eftablifhed rank have ufually the advantage, in the courfe 
of them nature and genius always preponderate -. 

, 
• The whole of thefe obferv:ltions might be ilIuftrated from our OWII 

c.iva wars. Det a~lc as Cromwell an~ hil :l.\tociates were in many refpech, 
they muft he o1lowed to have polfefi"ed very fuperior t:uents both in the O\\~ 
binet and the l$eld. In the beginning of the war military experience was 
entirely with the king ; but, what is curious, there diu not arife one good com
mander on his {ule, the gallant Montrore excepted, aud he, it may be ob

fer\"cd, was educated among the covenanters. ()n the other {Ide arore Elfex, 
Fairfax, Cromwell, Ireton, Lambert, ;l'nd Monk. MoftOrthe{e had no pro
viou$ :t.cquaintance with milir::ry albin. Cromwell, the firft captain of the 
al:e. was forty.three years old before he became a foldie<. Thefc curiollS 
circumftances have not c(caped Mr. Hume, aOl' the explanation of them. 
lte6, ... 8ing on this {ubjea, 1 ha\'e fometimCl amufed myfelf with fuppofiQg 

what fort of military commanders our I"olitical leaders would make, and I 
apprebend they would arrange themfeives pretty mucb accordins to tbeu: 
preflAt order.-Firft-ratc talents are of univer!al application. 

The 



The 2ppliC1tioft of thefe obferntion. 10 the aEain t:I 
France is fo obvious, that it would be fuperftuous, as well at 

tedious, to point it out. 
The impoffibilityof conquering opinions by the fWQrd, 

and the dreadful /laughter which the attempt when perfifted 
in muft neceffarily occalion, may be learnt from the re olu

tion in the low couJltries, and the bloody tranfall.ions which 
were there carried on under the direCtion of Alva. If the 
great mafs of the people have imbjbed opinions, extermina
tion only can rOO( them out. Hence the jrrntiammt(l/ity of 
the French revolution, fo much exclaimed againft by the 
weak and fearful, and fo much dreaded even by the n

lightened, though it will probably be the foorce of long in- • 
tern a] diffentions, renders it invulnerable by forei~n attack. 
Mr. Hume has remarked th.e univerfal and extrcme reluc
tance with which men abandon power once pofii ffed; and 
you, Mr. Pitt, can probably fpt:ak to this ttuth from your 
own feelings.-W dl then, Sir, the S.1fIS Culottes have re
covered what they call their rights, and may be faid to be 

men in power-power newly taned, after long and hard op-
preffion. Whether this power be good for them or not i. 
:mother thing-they think it good, and that is enough, \Vhen 
once they have obtained quiet polleffion of it, they will pro
bably abufe it, as. other men in power ave done befor. 

them. But while it is attempted to be wrened from them 
by armed force, it will rife every moment in their efiimation, 
and death only will be able to rob them of their prise. 
The: .revolution Qf Polancl, on the other hand, Wil. not .' 

fundamttltal revolution; and it was praifed by Mr. Burke 
(a fofpicious circumftance) on this account. The truth is, 
it was a change of the form of goyemment, and a partial ~ 
largement of its bafis , from which however nine tcntht " 
of the people of Poland were entirely fhut out. When the 
kin, ~nd the nobles therefore: abandoned it, the pcafantr1 

4 abandonc~ 



tI.ndontd it a1lo, and found no motive for rUking their live, 
in defence of bleffings they had not be~n permitted to tafte. 
This is the real caufe of the rapid fuceefs of the confcdetate 
arms, and not the open plains and difmantled fortrefl'es of 
the country, asiome have fuppofed. The true defence of a 
nation in fuch circumftances-the only defence that i6 im
pregnable, lies in the poor man's heart ;-that abandoned, 
the reft is eafy. 

In viewing this fubje8:, fo many coofiderations rulli .on 
the mind to fhew the folly of the prefent invalion of France, 
that I am compelled to dwell on general topics only; other
Wife I might expatiate on the utter incapacity of the Auftrian 
army to keep the field at all without fupplies from this coun
try, and the impoffibility of our finding fuch fupplies. Ab
jea: as the temper of the nation appears, it will not, I appre
hend, fubmit to utter ruin; and I pronounce coolly, what I 
have confide red deeply, that nothing but utter ruin can be 
the confequence of our perlifting in this copartnerlliip with 
the folly and bankruptcy of the continental powers. It is 
not enough that we pay, with Englilh guineas extraCled from 
the labour of our opprefl'ed" pea fan try, the people of Heife 
and Hanover, to fight German battles; w.e muft fupport 
the armies of Auftria alfo, and, from the wnck of our 
rained manufaCtures, fupply them with· food, clothing, and 
annll. B'l1t wht confummates our misfortunes is, that if by 
oW' afJifhnoe the confederates ihould fucceed in their views, 
Erarland will be blotted out of the fyftem of Europe; HoI
Jasad canllOt preferve her independence a Lingle day; a con
Dceed eliain of defpotifm will extend over the faireft portion 
ef the Earth, and the lamp of Liberty) that has blazed fo 

tIT in oW' " Sea,.girt Ine," muft itfdf be extinguifhed ill 
abiMrfal night •• 

The 

I ,.,.,rel, :t'fOi4 utar,ia& OIl this -rieW. eM kbj.a, Mcaure I thiak 
JlotbiAJ 




