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being transferable, finds a ready market, and thus the ab.
forption of the capital, as far as refpecls the creditor of the
ftate, is in 2 gf®at meafure remedied.

The convenience of the fundi ig-fyftem to thofe who ad-
minifter the governments of Europe is obvious.— It enables
them on the commencemunt of wars to multiply their re-
fources for the moment, pahaps twenty fold. Pievious to
this invention, a tax 1mfing five hundred thoufind pounds
annually, would have firengthencd the hands of government
by this fum only, but undu the funwnz-fyiem, the tax
buing mertgaged for ever for i raach money as it will pay
the annual mterell of, biings mto the trealury the capital
fum at once, that 15, ten or perhap, twehe mullions.  Icis
true this [pendthnlt expenditure mufl bring a day of reckon-
ing—But what then? Thole who admitar the public reve-
nue, are not owners ot the oflarsy but in geosweral, tenants at
will, or at mofl, have a lifc interast e it only.  "T'he prac-
tice of mortgasing the public revenue durnng wars prevents
the people from fechng the inmediate preflure of the expence,
by transferiiag it in a great moafuze to pofterity. Mioiflers
look to the profent momenr, and delipht m cxpedients that
may delay the evil dav. —=When it comes, 1t does not in all
probabulity full on thofe with whom the mife! ief eriginated,
They are no longer In power; they are perhaps i their
graves, and removed from the complaints and wrongs of their
injured country,

It 1s however but candid to achnowled e, that we have
feen you alling on a {uperior fyllem; incuning the odium
of propofing new taxes to difcharge the interelt of debts con-
traéled in fupport of mealures winch you had uniformly op-
pofed, and teaching an almoft exhauitcd people to bear (it}
heavier burthens, rather than fuciifice their future good, or
violate the ctcinal obligations ot jusice {—Then was youg
day of triumph.

Hay
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Half-informed men have fometimes contended that the
mational debt is a national good.  To enter at large into their
arguments is forcign to my purpofe, fince this pofition dea
pends on fophifms that have been often deteded. It may
indeed be admitred that fome accidental advantages have
arifen from the transferable and marketable nature of the
fecuricies given to the public creditors : In times of commer-
cial profperity thefe have promoted circulation, and ated in
fome degree like a quantity of wdll-fecured paper money:
But this effedt, befides that it is conii gent and uncertain, in
no refpect compenfates for the cvils mifing from the preflure
of taxes, the increaicd 1ate of wages, and the withdrawing
of an immenfe copital HHom producthive to unproduélive
Iabour*,

Without embarralling ourfclves with complicated ideas,
it may be at once afierted, that a nation which goes on bor-
rowing and mortgaging without redeemirg its funds, muft at
length like an individual, become banhrupt, and that the ruin
this produces will corrcfpond to the magnrtude of the bank=
ruptcy. This has been all along clearly forefeen by thofe
who have examined the fubjed, but the predictions of fome
enlightened men, as to the fum of debt under which the na-
tion muft become bankrupt, having turned out fallacious, igno-
rant perfons liave {fuppofed that the principle, on which thefe
predictions were founded, was initfelf {alfe.  But admuting
that Mr. Hume 4 predifled that a debt of a hundred millions
would bring on a national bankrupey, he erred in his calcula-
tion only from not forcfeeing the influence of the progrefs of
knowledge on the ufeful arts, and the increafed fources of re-

* See .he Wealth of Nations.
+ 1t does not appear that Mr Hume was the author of this prediclion,
which has been generally afuisbed to hum.— It 1s however evident from his
3 on puhlic credit that he duid n t forefe the great amount to which the
bt might be cartied, a circumftance cafily expluned.
venue
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wenue which would thus be opened. The furprifing advances
of chemiftry, and the effeéts of its application to manufac-
tures ; the wonderful combinations of chemiftry and mecha-
nics, for the reduction of labour—thefe are the happy means,
by which bankruptcy has been hitherto averted. ‘The fecurity
of property and the fput of liberty diffuled through the na-
tion, have called forelr the tilents of our people.  Britain has
gown profperous n fpnte of the wretched politics of her ru-
lers.—The gemus of Watt, Wedgewocd, and Arkwright,
has counteracted the cxpenfe and folly of the American war.

Arc we togo on for tver i thys extraordinary carcer 74
It is impoflible I the fowrces through which we hive been
enabled to fuftain om enorme us barthens are in a great mea=-
fure dried up, our burthons them{ lves 1re inercfing, and the
whole fabric of owr proipenty totiers to its bafc !

Qur proiperdy dipends on commerces commerce re-
quires peace, and all the woild 15 at war—this 15 the fhort
and the melwcholy huttory of ows Ltuiton. The fhock is
felt . England morc than fewhae, becaule, as was fuid be-
fore, England 15 more commacial*than any other nation, but
it pervades more or lefs the conunont of Lurope, from St
Petertburgh to Leghorn . the hutovy of commeree recowds
no calamity fo feverg and fo estenfive.  Of the houfe, that
remain folvent, it is known, that the gretur prt are ftrug-
gling with dfficultics ; that thefe are hourly inacafing ; and
that diftruft and difmay prevail univerfully. In Butam, as I
fhall have occafion to thew, our mercantile difl-efles are aga
gravated by the imprudent confidence, anfing out of extra-

% 1 might have anfweted this queftion 1o the words of Mr. Chalmers, in
his % Comparanve Efhimiste,”” where he very jultly decdes, that we cin go
on incurrg debt and freth tax s, only wisle commerce aud manafa@ares
sncreafe in acorrefponding devree Flus materly vork will thiow much
hight on our prefent fituat,cu ; Lord Hawkeibury will do well to perufe it

| @nce more.
ordinary
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ordinary profperity, which produced a very general overs
trading of capital, and in fome places a fpirit of very unjuitifi.
able fpeculation ; but on the continent, where bankruptcy and
diflrefs begn firlt, the imprudence of the mercantile fyftem
feems to have hod little fhare in the failures, which may be
traced almoft entirely to the war politics of the ruling powers,
and the dreadful pradtices by which thefe have been fupported.

Whoever examines the hiftory of the military eftab-
Iithments of the different European nations, will find that
they have bean for mnare than two hundied years almott every
where regululy increafing.  'lhe means of fupporting this
increafc may have been found, in part, in the gradual aug-
mentarion of opulence and population, which perhaps has
taken place pretty generally. in {pite of the burthen of thefe
eflablithments.—But the very grear and fudden increafe of
the armies brought into the field in the latter end of the laft,
and the beginnir g of the picfent century, is clearly to be at«
tributed to the funding-fyitem, which about this time became
almoft univerfal.  From this period the ftanding forces of
Lurope during peace have been gradually and regularly aug-
menting as boforr, and each luccefiive war has produced
more numerows and better appointed armies than that which
preceded.— L he toices employed, the expenfe incurred, and
the deltruCtion produced in the war which terminated in
the peace of 1763, fu (vcceded whatever was before known
in the annals of lniloy. Satwated and exhaunited with flaugh-
ter, the nations of Chuiftend m {unk down into a fhort-lived
repofe.  This was fcon dilturbed by the Emprefs of Ruflia,
whofe reign has involved her {ubjects in perpctual diftrefles,
her neighbours in conftant alarms, and has filled the eaftern

parts of Europe with repeated carnage *. In the weft, the
torch

# This fingular woman affefs to be a patronefs of learmng, and is not

deftitute of what a1¢ called the pincely virtues, She has bad a luad of hu~
mour
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the torch of war was rekindled by England, and a2 confli
with her own colonies aided by France, more fryitiefs, fierce,
and bloody, than the war of 1756, diflevered her empire, add-
ed a hundred millions to her debt, and fix millions annually
to her ftanding taxes®.

During thefe operations in the eaft and weft, the centre of
Europe was agitated bythe reftl=fs and pragmatic temper of the
Emperor Jofeph.This unwife and unfortuaate, but not ill-inten=
tioned prince, was happilycontrolled by the talents of the great
Frederick, who for the laft twenty years of his hfc cultivated
the arts of peace, and on feveral occafions ftified the flames
of a general war, The example of the King of Pruffia, how=
ever, and the mutual jealoufy of the continental powers, won
derfully increafed the armies of tl e continent, and during his
reign the peace cilablithment of Germany, a country cone
taining lefs than eighteen mullions of people, rofe to five or
fix hundred thoufand foldiers! By his fuperior policy the
King of Pruflia indeed contrived to render his army compar-
atively little burthenfome to his fubjedls, and died with his
treafury full 4. But Aufliia, and all the inferior powers of
Germany have been long very poor.  'The wants of Jofeph

mour of fending her pitture in gold fufi-boxes to hterary men in differang
parts of Europe. Piraife has been openly beffowed on her by Zimmerman,
and indeed infinuated by Robertfon.  Impart al hiftory will yecord the fteps
by which the awvife of Peter I11. afeended bis threne; st willtell of 30,000 Turks
maffacred ia cold blood at Ifmuac!, 1t will defcribe the firft and the fecond
dwifien of Poland , and the annabift of better tuves may record this  auguft
patronefs of letters™ asthe fecourge of the human race.

4 Bv the firft of thefe wars we conquered America, by the fecond ‘we
loft it, and thus 2htlance was ftruck, bat twe hundred millions of debt wag
incurred, and five bundred thoufand lives facrificed ¢ What hath pride
“ profited us > Or what good hath riches with our vaunting brought ws A _AL’[
% thefe things e paled awy Like a fhadow, and us a poft that hafted by.” *

W fdom of Solonatty

+ Hus fuccefior, 1t 1s generally naderftood, has nearly, if rlnt.emqu’if-.
fipated hus treafures.

C wité
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were great, thofe of Leopold greater, and thofe of the prefent
Emperor are extreme—Ruffia is abfolutely bankrupt, and:the
whole body of the peafantry reduced to the moft wretched
poverty. Spain languifhes under an immenfe load of debt,
and the fame may be faid of Holland, Portugal, and as I am
informed, of the northern powers—The fituation of France
needs not to be defcribed.

A philofophical mind will difcover in every page of hiftory,
and will lament, whilc it excufes, the fatal sgnorance of thofe
by whom nations have been governed. General invectives
againft fuch charadters are how cver unjuft 5 the Rulers of the
world ought to be approachcd with mmglud 1efpect and pity.
Supreme power to its proper exercile requires perfect wii-
dom, and monarchs as well as miniflers are weak, fallible and
ignorant, like ourfelves. Hence 1t is that we find them in all
ages walting the little hoards of property acquired by private
induftry, in projeéts of foolifh vamty, or of flill more foolith
ambition. Andhence it is that, during the laft century,we have
feen them convert cven the scquafitions of feience and of the
grts, rifing unprotecled in focicty, to the fame fatal purpofes;
carrying the fury of war by this means into the moft remote
feas and regions, and exhaufting not m'.]y‘the patrimony of
# fingle generation in their rafh and ruinous projeéts, but that
of new generations of men for a long {ucceflion of years.

In the order ot Providence, great evils bring therr own
remedics, and the funding-fyftum, by exhaufting the means
fupporting war, has a tendency to produce univerfal peace.
ﬁ( it is melancholy to refle€t on the national bankrupt-
‘eies, which it muft probably render general in the firft
i#Rance. Their effets will vary as the people are more
ot ,ﬁfﬁ commercial, more or lefs enlightened. They
for a time rivet the chains of defpotifm, as in Ruffia, or
3“; hloody anarchy on the ruins of monarchy as in France.
;Axmm of general peace, adopted fpeedily, may avert a
irea part of the calamities which hang over Europe ; but



while paffion and prejudice fo generslly prédominate, this
alas ! is rather an object of our wifhes than our hopes.

It ought however to make a deep impreffion on thofe
who are entrufted with the happinefs of nations, that the di-
rect caufe of all the troubles in France, was the lavith ex-
penditure of its old government fupported by the funding-
fyftem. The war of 1756, and that undertaken for the
Americans, brought thrs fyftem to its crifis ; the revenue was
more than anticipated bv the imereft of debts and the expente
of the government ; frefh taves could not be colle€ted ; the
people called loudly for a redrefs of grievances: the court
gave way; popular affumbhics were fummoned, and fol-
lowed each other i rapid fucceflion ; the current of opinion
fet ftronger every day againft every thing cilablifhed : the
populace found their ftrength 3 numbers, milead of wifdom,
began to govern; the praclice of change begot a habit of
shanging, and property and principles were fwept away ®.

Happily

% It 1t the fate of defpotic Lovernmunts 1o be placed in general in thy
hands of fools , and wheie fu ly comminds, it 1s 1gnorance alone that can b
vbedient  Nothung ever was fo pupibly abiurd as the | ninaples on which
Fiance nungledin the Ametican wr - She wifhed to weaken Lngland, and
threw her force intu the Amuiean fode We had got nto a conteft whick
muft have been long, expenfive, and hinally unfuccetsful, even had the abfos
Lute conquett of the colofies crowned the firft yeus of the war  We wnq'
Likely, from our pride and prejudices, to peifevire to the uttermoft, and N
tional bank:uptcy could only have atiefied our ¢ ucer  Fiance aught hael
looked on in fecunity, taken the opportumty of tic calm to have
her finances, reformed lier abufes, and firengthened 1 erfelf by the artg
peace  She mught have riten on vur ruins, th emprets of the fea, and i
arbigre(s of Europe —She openly wtetfered—the ditrafe which feemed 3%
genng and mortal, fuddenly became violent , act fis tor k placé; wey,
off the colonies, acknow ledged then independence, and reat’umng the
peace, became 10 a few years more profperons than bufore  Iu the
time France had 1eceived a mortal wound  to prevent the war from
unpepular under the exyflang bn thensy the had carned it on without pew

Ca







e pales e i
e,




TR T R R T

eould no longer be heard ; and the wickednefs of the ruling
party in France having perpetrated one deliberate and dread-
ful murder, calculated to awake the horror of men in an ex-
traordinary degree, the original friends of the revolution be-
came mute ; the once facred name of Liberty itfelf became
offenfive ; the alarmifts rofe fuddenly in numbers and force;
clamours and indignation fprung up in every quarter; and
amidft a wild uproar of falfe terrors, and of virtuous {ym-
pathy, the nation was pl\mﬁcd headlong into this dreadful
war |

One powerful voice indeed was heard above the ftorm,
but the accents of reafon and truth founded like treafon to an
irritated people, and our rulers joined in the general outcry;
the friends of peace incurred the fouleft calumnics of the day,
but fecured to themfelves the pureft admiration when paflion
and prejudice thall be no more.

War came; and faft on its heels a dreadful train of
evils—bankruptcy followed bankruptcy in rapid fucceflion,
our refources feemed to vanifh, diftruft and terror feized the
mercantile world, and the Bank of England itfelf partook, as
it is reported, of the general alarm. In the mean time you
are faid to have declared in your place, that thefe evils had no |
connexion with the war, and Mr. Dundas affured us that they i
arofe from our extraordinary profperity. Similar language is {
made ufe of by the partizans of adminiftration every where,
.and itis fit that this dreadful error thould be publicly unveiled.

In a feafon of general peace and great profperity, prie
vate as well as public credit had avifen to an extraordinary

_height, and, from caufes very obvious, but which it would be
" tedious to enumerate, paper-money became in a great mea-
fure the medium of circulation. This paper confifted of two-

“kinds ; of bills of exchange payable at different dates,
generally difcountable ; and of promiffory notes, iffued by
the Bank of England and private Banking-houfes, payable in
{pecie
.
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fpecie on-demand.  The credit of each of thefe depended on
their reprefenting 3 property real and fecure. The promif-
fory notes were indeed fuppofed to reprefent fpecie at all’
times ready on demand, but in reality refted for their credit.
on the bafis of fome fixed property within the kingdom, and-
frequently on landed eftates ; the bilis of exchange depended
for their circulation on the joint credit of the drawer and the
acceptor, and reprefented in a great meafure property out of
the kingdom 3 perhaps on the feas, in the Well Indies, on the
coaft of Africa, in America, or on the continent of Eu-
rope. * By means of this medium a vall quantity of fixed
property was brought, as it were, into a ftate of allivity;
the paper money in circulation, every kind included, amounts
ing, as I have been tqld, to a fum that feems almoft ine
credible ! + The effe@ts of a war on a paper medium,.
fuch as 1 have defcribed, may be ealily imagined.—It muft
diminifh the fecurity of all property on the feas, in our iflands,
on the coaft of Africa, &c. and of courfe deftroy or impair
the credit of all bills of exchange running on the validity of
fuch property. If the property itfelf during a war would not
eafily find a purchafer, ncither would a bill refting on that

« property.  The property itfelf however might ftill be fale-

able, though at a diminifhed value 5 but this would not be
the cafe with a bill of exchange, which, if it does not
pafs for the fum it is drawn for, will pafs for nothing,
and is thrown out of circulation. The manner in which
this diftreffed our Weft-India houfes is well known. The
degree of hazard of our iffands was perhaps over-rated,
a circumftance arifing from the peculiar nature of the war,

* This fubje@ is very elegantly and fully explained in a pamphlet

intitled @ Thoughts on the Caufes of the prefent Failures,” publifhed by

Johnfon. .

4+ Two hundred milliops.

and



(16)

and the fears under which we laboured, and fill labour, of the
defperate methods, to which the French may have recourfe.
Previous to the war in England bankruptcies had begun on
the continent, and the fecurity of bills of foreign exchange
was every day impaired. The invafion of Holland by Dumou-
rier, one of the firft confequences of the war, was a blow
nimed at the credit of all Europe ; our houfes concerned in
Dutch and other foreign exchanges found their fecurity par-
ticularly fhaken ; many of them are fuppofed to have tottered,
and feveral fell. A fimilar effect took place in various parts
of the continent, and the action and reaétion of ruin fpread
far and wide. The invafion and partition of Poland con-
tributed much to this general calamity. The Bank of War-.
faw, the depofit of all the furplus wealth of the landed inte-
reft of Poland, was opprefled and deftroyed by the royal
plunderers ; it failed, as it is faid, for ten millions fterling,
and brought down with it various houfes throughout Europe,
particularly in Peterfburg, Hamburg, and Amfterdam *.
The war deprived our manufaétures of the French mar-
ket, of all others the moft extenfive, and, as it had been
conducted for a twelvemonth paft, by far the moft fafe and
lucrative. The general wreck of credit among our allies on |
the continent, deprived us in a great meafure of the markets
there. Orders did not arrive, or if they did arrive, could not
be executed 3 the fecurity of the correfpondent was doubted,
or the channel of payment fhut up. It was foon therefore
found, that our manufactures for the foreign markets had
not fuftained a temporary check, fuch as arifes from over-
trading every fixth or feventh year of peace, but an abfolute
ftagnation ; the bills and paper running on the fecurity of
the capital vefted in machinery (an enormous and lately mo(‘

# Fifteen houfes in Peterfburg concerned im the trade to China, failed
sogether.
i productiva
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not open, will be of all others the moft infecure. If it were
_proper on fuch an occafion to bring forward names, each of
thefe affertions might be fupported and illuftrated by ah.undg

ant proofs. &

The general refult of thefe particulars is, that, wh:mq

before the war, bills were difcountable, and of courfe entered
into circulation from every part of the world, at perhapg
eighteen months date, and fometimes at even longer, diftruft
and bankruptcy have, for the prefent, rendered three-fourth
of the whole wafte paper; and thofe of the very firlt credit
are in general negotiable at two months date only. The im-
menfe chafm that this muft make in circulation may be eafily
imagined.

This general diftrefs in the commercial and manufac-

turing interefts, muft of courfe occafion a great preflure on

the monied men. What is their fituation? Their property -
is generally vefted in public fecurities; thefe muft be foldo‘g
to meet the exigence at a lofs of from 20 to 25 per cent,

|

Public fecurities have already funk in value in confequence

of the war to the amount of nearly fifty millions fterling, a
fum almoft equal to the whole of our national debt at the
commencement of* the war of 1755!

Land has not efcaped deterioration, but for obvious rea- ;

fons, except in the immediate vicinity of towns, it has fuf
fered lefs than any other property; and of courfe the fecu
of promiffory notes iffued by country banking-houfes, as

as they depended on landed eftates, is, or ought to be, k{, Nﬁ

affected than any other. In the general panic indeed,

have been made on almoft every houfe of this kind 3.4

have failed from infufficient ftability, and many have ﬁopm

payment for want of fpecie. But in general thofe who have

thewn a fufficient foundation of real Jroperty, have been .
D
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ﬂm& by public confidence, and in mmm

f filver, their notes have returned into circulation.

n&m::a,wberethu has happened, the diftrefs is far lefs

no circulation of fuch promiffory notes had taken

&e It feems the more neceffary to ftate thefe faéts, be.

. caufe in both houfes of \parliament, fome refpetable indivis

duals feem difpofed to impute our prefent diftrefles in a great

meafure to the increafe of banking-houfes iffuing pronuﬂ'ory
notes *.

It may be obferved that circulating notes of this kind,
each reprefenting a guinea, have long been the univerfal me-
jﬁw throughout Scotland, where the commercial diftrefs
ihongh great, is much lefs than in England j not more than
ede banking-houfe there having asyet failed. Five pound notes
* of the fame kind, are in common circulation through feveral

. of the northern counties, and in the moment of general pa-

- pic, were much exclimed againft. But the alarm is fub-

4 ﬁdmg, and confidence returns 4.  The truth will foon appear
b'\g, that a well-fecured and well-regulated medium of this
ﬁﬂ is at this inftant of eflential fervice where it circulates,
?‘ﬂ'&u very probable that it will be reforted to in fituations
where it has not yet been adopted. In Lancafhire, where

[ Qe diftrefs both in the commercial and manufacturing intes

8 is pethaps greater than in any part of the kingdom, pro-
:' notes were never iffued by any of the banking-houfes,
% &'ﬁ to :h;s, I will venture to fay, the univerfal {tagnation
.~ there is in fome degree to be attributed. The neceffity of
e funs[g a paper-moncy generally, which ¢annot be im-
 med h?ly‘cehmuted into fpecie, would indeed be a proof
o Mary diftrefs, but it may one day come. There

g, Bas
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only national remedy ag ruin and confufion,
Though the banking-houfes which circulate
notes, have not contributed in any confiderable
our prefent diftrefs, it muft be admitted that it

aggravated by the imprudence of individuals in m,v
their capitals, and reforting in feveral inftances to the fyftem

of drawing and redrawing for fupperting their credit®, g
however is a difeafe which has a conftant tcndeﬁ
arife in feafons of great profperity, and which, though it
operate feverely on particular places, cannot be confidered as
entering largely into our national diftrefs—not having been
without its effe, it gives I prefume a colour to the affertion
of Mr. Dundas; but will even Mr, Dundas fay, that the
imprudence of a few individuals has deftroyed the whole
market of our manufadtures, or lowered the funds fifty mil-
lions ? )
To this general reprefentation an objetion will perhaps
occur, that it explains things too clearly; that events can
feldom be traced in this regular way; and that politics do
not afford any thing fo nearly approaching to demonftration,
The reply to this is ealy—politics have generally for their
object, the conduct’of cabinets; and the uncertainty to
‘which they are liable, is chiefly to be imputed to the ignos
rance and caprice by which cabinets are governed, Hence
the difficulty of prediting how they may aét arifes fron |
the impoffibility of forefeeing with any certainty, their mo-
tives of altion. But that part of the political mcuaomy
which unfolds the theory of trade and manufaétures, l’i
proaches to the nature of fcience, becaufc it has *W !

;,7 '
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# * ® Thofe who with to fee this clearly and fully explained, v
MﬁWﬂhhof Nations, laft edition. q *
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ait conduét.  We diftingui ,
44 fpeds commerce is equally uncertain with what refpects
~ politics; the freaks of the mifchievous monkey are indeed
‘wild and capricious, but the adtions of the induftrious beaver
are uniform and exaét *, ﬁ may alfo be objected to this
explanation of the caufes of our diftrefs, that it is founded
on pginciples which apply to former wars as well as to that
we are engaged in, while our prefent calamities are altogether |
'ﬁiglhl"nd unprecedented. It muft be admitted that our |
- diftrefles are fingular in degree, but they are not fingular in
 their naturc ; in the commencement of all our wars, induftry
“and credit have fuftained a {imilar blow, and it only remains l
%0 be thewn, why the prefent fhock is fo peculxarly fevere and
tremendous.

* "That the entrance of war has always injured our eom-
mercial profperity, may be proved from the authentic docu-
“fuents in Mr. Chalmers’s * Comparative Eftimate;” and

~thiofe who remember the commencement of the laft war,
- muf alfo recolleét the diftrefs which it occafioned. The
- extraordinary ruin of the prefent moment, compared with
. that of 1755 or 1775, is to be traced to the change which
m‘it ‘nation, as well as the other natioils of Europe, has been
X gradually undergoing, and to the peculiar nature and feat of
mwﬁmg warfare. At the breaking out of the war in

q'gg, ‘the debt of Great Britain amounted to feventy-m

ﬁ’“ 1 “M this figure is not very refpeéful, it is mot perhape
e m Compare the beavers who have raifed their mounds in
. Holland, with the monkies who adminiftered the old government of
‘ _' ces As to the tygers of the prefeut day, they feem to be under the
ace of blind inftin@; but the fame remark is applicable to q
¢ar, the German eagle, and tho ether birdsand beafls of prey. |
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occafion under an additional wei

millions! X
_F - But let us take the commencement of the
period Ml frefh in our recollections, and when the di
of fituation was not fo great. In the beginning of kbrdu;k
you held out a profpect that the exifting revenue was not
likely to fall off in confequence of the prefent hoftilities, be-
caufe in the firft year of the laft war it was not much affe@-
ed. You feemed to admit that the progre/s of our ‘mmem |
and manufa&tures might indeed be ftopped, but you did not
apprehend there would be much, if any, diminution of what
we already poffefled. The melancholy secords of the laft
three months have detefted this fatal error, to which per=
haps the war itfelf is in fome degree owing, and painful as is
the office, there may yet be fome advantage in tracing it to
its fource. The American war commenced in a gradual
manner—Our difputes with the coloniits had heen of fcvgﬁ |
years continuance, and before  hoftilities broke out our
merchants had forefeen them and provided againft them.
The provifion, it is true, was far from complete, for though
in the year immediately preceding the war, very unufual re-
‘ittances were made from America, yet on the opcning.‘o"f ':

23 nihides T 1Y

which the trade of London, Briftol, and Liverpool, was ﬂ! '
“fiderably injured, and at Glafgow, and Whitchaven, a very
extenfive bankruptcy took place. A circumftance ho:
diftinguithed thofe times from the prefent which is of te=
-vial importance.—~Previous to the war of 17755 !ﬂm E
fallurers were not much in the habit of exporting e

_own accounts. They reccived their orders Mm he
“merchants here, at whofe rifque the m;nmw‘ &
 fhipped, (othu though the mercantile houfes received &ﬁ--‘



mblovf in the rupture with America, the manufaturing
f W'Pv comparatively fpeaking, little injured. 'What
con 'tedagooddcaltothu.mthe prohibition of im-
i won laid by the American Congrefs the year before the
"l’, at a time when remittances to this country were allows
_and were {o confiderable. In confequence of this, our |
manufaturers, with their fkill and their capitals unimpaired,
began early to explore new markets, and to improve thofe
already known; and from this date commenced that rapid
increafe of export ta the continent of Europe, which faved
. us ﬁom'tioml bankruptcy, and raifed us again to our rank
among nations. It was foon found that the American mar~
ket was, comparatively fpeaking, of little value, and it was
found alfo, that the fuperiority of our manufactures forced
their way into it, n.otwithﬂanding the obftructions of the war.,
They took a circuitous courfe indeed through Holland 3 but
Yorkfhire furnifhed the greater part of the clothing of the
Sans Culottes of America, and though they had fet up a res
publican government, and were rebels, not againft Louis
| XVI but our own gracious king—no traitorous corre-
~ fpondence bill was moved for by the Attorney General of
 the day *.
‘ Since the laft peace however our manufadturers have
.,"Mﬁ univerfally acted as merchantsy and fhipped their

~* It was during this period, if my memory does not fail me, that the
”dw who has been fo loyally employed of late in fortifying
*m. was accufed in the minifterial papers of baviog furveyed fome
pm of the coaft, for the purpofe of directing the French where they might
_ with fafety attack us ; it was at this nme that Mr. Burke openly boafted in

intriguing at ®aris to bring all Europe on our beads; it vaduinitht
' - calamitons period that a young fatefman, finge fo well known
ngho Eurcpe, began his career, by juftifying the republicans of Ame-
rintt Mmdnpmutm;uthewgmofwwndm-
y ﬂm d fubjugating them by force.
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the foreign markets, in put&omthe fuperiority of their
£ill, but far more from the fuperiority of their capital,
which has enabled them to give a credit almoft every where
from twelve to cighteen months. Hence at the prefent mo-
ment out manufalturing capital (contrary to what happened
in the beginning of the laft war) is in a great meafure ine
vefted in foreign debts. The merchants in the ports of the
kingdom felt the calamities of war fooneft ; but it is on the
manufaturing body that it will fall with the moft ufirelente
ing ruin. 'What adds to the diftrefs of the moment is, that
the war was not, like the American conteft, long forefeen.
We had declared for a peace-fyftem} it was clearly our in«
tereft to maintain it} it feemed almoft fuicide in France to
s provoke a quarrel: mercantile men in both kingdoml'dcpre-
cated a rupture, and, reafoning on the grounds of mutual ine
tereft (the familiar and fundamental principle of plain and
fenfible men), they could not believe, long 4fter the horizon
began to darken, that a ftorm would enfue—When the
clouds burft, they were therefore naked and unprepared.

The differefce in the fitwation of our public burthens is
alfo to be confidered in comparing the two periods ; we coms
menced the war with America under a debt of 130 millions 3
and we ftart now with a debt of 250: our peace eftablifhe
ment, the intereft of the debt included, was then ten mils
lions annually ; it has now mounted to feventeen millions.

It may however be fuppofed that our ability to pay thefe
increafed burthens, has increafed in a proportional degreg—
T would not undervalue the refouftes of my country, and I
believe this to be true ; but it is only true while we continue
at peace, and preferve as much as poflible the peace of the

} world. If indeed our ability to pay taxes were MMM
l the ftate of our ¢xports, it might be ]umy doubted m
' it
i
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- ability depends in reality on the excefs of our produétive
?. ;'m over our wants ; and the facility of colleéing taxes, a
‘ ‘*m yvery important, depends in a great meafure on the de-
- gree of confumption and circulation.—The excefs of our pro-
* duclive labour does not appear in our exports, as fome are
apt to fuppofe, for much of it has been employed in the
creation of new capital, in the increale of buildings and ma-
qh'meq-—ia‘th: improvement of the {oil - and in the opening
-of newgoads and canals, of all modes of employing the na-
w capital by far the moft ufeful 4. Thefe improvements
- ‘were going on with a moft happy and accelerated progrefs;
- our public burthens were beginning to decreafe with the in-
~ ereafe of our power of bearing them; and England advanced
rapidly towards that ultimate point of profperity, the poffi-
lnh.ty of which was demonftrated by Dr. A. Smith, with a.
mathematical precifion; and its approach predicted by your-
. felf in a ftrain of eloquence that gave to truth all the charms

[ ® Theaverage of our cyports for the laft ten years does not, it is faid,
~ excoed feventeen millions ; which is not more than three millions greater
? cm amount they averaged in an equal number of years before the Ame-

2:\ war. The documents on this fubje@ however are net fufficient for

See Mr. Chalmers's Lomparative Efiimate,

# In Lancathire alone, one million of the profits of manufactures and
7 “is about to be invefted in canals now forming there, if the dif-
treffes of the times permit the fubferiptions to be paid; and fuchi of the la-
: W manwfaéturers as are employed at all, are now chiefly employed in
forn thefo canals. The happy effects of fuch an application of capitalin
tmty, and fuch a co'ty as Lancafhire, no one can eftimate, | but
ad Slmoft entirely on peace. The war has already fonk the value
this propesty greatly, and it has diminifhed the carriage on the
y made,-more than one half.. On this fubject anthentic infor-
}&*ﬂmﬂf theDuk,oflnd;e\vw 1 {peak on the
L e o
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of fiction, and unfolded to an admiring riation, a profpect of
resl hippinefs, fuppofed only to exiftin the poet’s dreami ¥ |
You knew, however, and iou acknowledged, that the con<
tinuation of peace was neceffary to enfure the bleflings you
foretold—happy had it been for the nation, if you had feen
that it was indifpenfable to the duration ®f thofe we already
enjoyed!

It has been imagined by many, that the prefent war
ought to be light in comparifon of the laft, becaufe then we
fought alone, and now all the world is in alliance with us:
Mr. Dundas in the Houfe of Commons boafted of this; and
declared the intention of miniftry was to bring if poflible
every nation of Europe upon France. It is, I prefume, in
confequence of the operations of this policy, before it was
avowed, that Spain and Pruffia are now in arms, and
that Portugal, Turkey, and the northern powers, are
openly folicited to join the géncral confederacy—Weak
and miferable policy! Better far had it been for Britain
to have fought France fingly, if her power had been
twice as great, while the reft of Europe looked on, than
to ftir up and mingle in this general crufade of folly
and ruin. 1 fpeak not in the language of a moralift; but
of a politician, and of this affertion I challenge the
moft rigid examination.—What fupported us during the
‘American war ! the e;(port of our manufactures to countries
that could purchafe them, becaufe they enjoyed the bleflings
of peace. But who is there now to buy our manufactures ?
where is peace now to be found ? The nations of Europe aré
inarms from the WhiteSea to the Pillars of Hercules, and in
the courfe of the fummer there will be upwards of two mils
lions of men in the field. Ancient or modern hiftory ftates

i A2
v
s

# Seo Mr. Pitt's fpeech, 17th Feb. 1792, or bis motion for taking off a -
part of our taxes. "
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‘when the funds of all the belligerent powers are
anti and exhaufted, and national credit is every where
' W 1 hope excepted) about to explode, If the whole
m;htmn of Europe be a hundred and twenty millions, it

- will contain twenty«five or thirty millions of men fit for la-

| bour, or what are calied fighting men. Of this number there
is a 12th or r5th past taken from produtive Jabour to that
which produces nothing; or, what illuftrates the point more
clearly, brought into the fame fituation with refpect to the pub-
licyas if the whole became paralytic in a day, and yet required

- not only the fame fubfiftence as when capable of labour, but
' one much more expenfive. DBut as the men called into the
' field are in the flower of life, the produtive labour dimi-
_ nifhed will be more than in proportion to their numbers, and
as they are to combat far from home, the expence of their
maintenance while foldiers will double and treble what mere
ceflation from labour would have produced. The ftock of
productive labour left muft however not only be fubject to

. all former burthens, but opprefled with the maintcnance of
: tbalibourcrs taken from it and turned into foldiers, and thus
the lofs will be more than doubled. It is poflible that in fome

¢ parts of Europe famine may arife, but thisis not likely to be a
- general or an immediate effet. Subfiftence is fuch an evi-
' dent want and fuch an irrefiftible call,’ that the ground will
~ always be cultivated in the firft inftance.—The labourers
" taken from agriculture for the ficld, will have their places
&pphcd by others deprived of their ufual labour in manu-

~ faGtures, which the war has injured or ruined; and poverty,

ing, will protract the hour of abfolute want. It is in the feat
d‘ vﬁ%nly that famine may be confidered as inevitable ; it

&#m% that difcafe may foon be expected ; contagion will
‘sm her poifon, andddtroy more than the fword. The.

"&, MF chﬁxuty
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by teaching men lefs expenfive habits both of diet and cloth= |

=




elafticity of human exertions cannot be exally calculated ;
and it would be rath to predi&t, how, or to what eamnuhh
may operate under burthens fo heavy and fo general. It
feems however unavoidable, that during the continuance of
the war thefe burthens muft évery where increafe. If the
fupport of life becomes even difficult, the colle&ion of reve- |
nue will become impoffible : from the thrivelled mufcles and
dried bones of their ftarving peafantry, the conquerors ﬁf
Poland, and the invaders of France will not be able to extuﬁ
the fupport of their fenfele(s ambition and foolifh wate.

It is evident that this general poverty muft operate pe- |
culiarly, and every day more heavily, on Britain. Since the
laft war this country has become the ftore-houfe of the na-
tions of Europe, and has furnifhed almoft the whole ftock of
the fuperfluities they have been enabled to buy. We fee |
clearly that it is the confumption of thefe fuperfluities th
the war muft firft deftroy; experience has rendered this |
truth inconteftible. Thofe who live by the manufa&areoi
thefe fuperfluities, muft therefore be the firft and greateft
fufferers in every partof Europe, afid unfortunatcly the greater
part of this defcription of men live here. Here then the |
ruin muft be moft feverely felt, and our fufferings will be the |
greater and the hargder to bear, becaufe they will be in the |
" -exa& proportion of our former profperity. It is very clear ;

then, that had we even ourfelves continued at peace, whlg

% £

the other belligerent powers were at war, we fhould

fuffered much from the progrefs of univerfal povcrt :
There are however advantages attending_ fuch a fi :
which, with prudent management, might have borne *
through the difficultics. We fhould have fuppl’?‘ .\@‘
clothing of the various armies in the field, we w m‘
enjoyed a monopoly of the fale of arms, a m «ﬂi;‘
other means of deftruction ; we fhould have bemc dleﬁ-

verfal carriers of provifions and warlike &oret, we fhould
4.3 Ez
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&ve been enabled to convey our own manufa&tures in fafety
” vhercver any fale for them remained ; and we fhould have
been favcd the enormous and deftruétive expence of arming
‘and protecting our extended commerce in the different quar~
ters of the globe. Our poﬁ'cﬁions in the eaft and in the weft
would have remained fecure, and the credit of our paper
“circulation continued unimpaired. While the {torm raged
on the land, England might have declared the ocean inviola-
ble, and if the warring powers had difturbed it, fhe might
have reared her head above the waves, extended her immor-
tal trident, and bid the tempeft be ftill*. Holding in her
pofleflion a great part of the ‘clothing, the arms, and the ftores
of the powers at war, and being at the fame time the undif-
puted miftrefs of the fea, and the great chanuel of inter-
courfe between nations—when the ftrength and fury of con-
fliting paffions were fated with blood or fubdued with
flaughter, fhe might have denounced her vengeance on the
aggrefors, have offered her fuccours to the opprefled, and
diftated the terms of univerfal peace.—Such our fituation
might have been—nay, muft have been, had we not become
 parties in the general ftrife. 'What is our fituation now ?
We are involved ourfelves in the quarrel; there is no nation
of Europe left to mediate between the.confliCting powers;
and if England does not again aflume the office of umpire, °
ntl\ing but the extermination of the French, or the dpwn-
~ fall of the governments of Germany, feems capable of fatisfy-
Qu;the enraged parties, or reftoring the peace of the world.
Bm it may be faid, it is better for us to fight France now,
; mtk dl the world with us, than to fight her hereafter alone,
; !ﬁ! mwe fight her at all P=—it is not our intereft. Butit
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' !hwtm fugam, regique hac dicite veftro:
a3 Inim imperium pelagi, facvamque trideatem ;
!gl mihi farte datum, eem— Vixeis. £y 1,
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may be fuppofed that the amhiﬁon* Mm it';
vernment is fettled, will compel us to go to war in felfude~
fence. I do not think this likely, becaufe it cannot be ber |
intereft, but we will allow the fuppofition. If France attack
us, it muft be on the fea, our favourite element, and thcu,
fhe will, I doubt not, find our fuperiority once more,—~There
{he found our fuperiority in the American conteft, though the «
employed her whole refources on her marine, though fhe
was aided by Spain, Holland, and America, and though fhe
attacked us when we were in fome degree exhaufted by three
expenfive and bloody campaigns.

If France and England combat alone, it muft be on the
fea, and deftruétive though the conteft muft be, it is not
likely of itfelf either to endanger our conftitution or deftroy
our credit, as fome have weakly [uppofed. Our conftitution
is enthrongd in the hearts of Englithmen, and wili never be .
deftroyed by foreign force 3 our credit depends on our com-
merce, but more efpecially on our manufatures, wilich we
know by experience can furvive a rupture with France, and
even increafe during its continuance, provided the reft f
Eurcpe is at peace*. Unfortunately at prefent all Europe is
not only engaged in war, but in a war of unexampled defpe-
ration and expence, at a time when public debts and taxes
‘have accumulated to an enormous degree in almoft every
one of the belligerent powers ; where the governments (that
of our own country always excepted) are univerfally opprefe
five, and the people poor and wretched.

1
A o

* 1 would not however be underftood to confider a war with l’un“,qA 4
with any other country, in any other light under our circumftances, than im |
that of 2 moft ferious calamity. Iwifh to point out the peculiarity in the pre- |
fent war, that makes it tous particularly deftruétive. It is the general m‘» ]
warfare, and the confequent poverty, thit is our bane. In regard IGM i
the powers now under arms, if they are tobe at war, it is of little W 1*
0 us, asto the aétual force they can bring forward, wlmher:haym'a ¢
or Wu. : ;;&]
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[ r,rﬁgm ago, Mr. Hm, tnmmgont!n m, of
155 ﬂmdxt, obferved, that it muft either deftroy the na-
U on, or the nation muft deftroy it. “ I muft confefs,” fays
Q"*“ profound’ obferver, ¢ when I fee princes and ftates
# quarrelling, amidft their debts, funds, and public mort-
% gages, it always brings to my mind a match of cudgel-
- % playing fought in a china fhop*.” Since the time this was
written, the public debts of the European nations have been
more than doubled, taking the whole together, and thofe of
_ France, Britain, and Ruflia, have increafed almoft fourfold.
Uﬁ‘m figure of Mr. Hume may now perhaps be a little al-
i tered. The prefent match of cudgel-playing is indeed in a
Lif(m.{hop, ut the %alls of the houfe are now become china
_ alfo. If the performers get very warm in the bufinefs, they
- may therefore not only deftroy the moveables, but bring the
, houfe itfelf about their ears.

I heard a member in the Houfe of Commons pleading
with great eloquence for our plunging into the war with
France, and call out—Perifh our commerce, if it muft perith,

. but let our conflitution live! —The words were foolifh :—
i the feparation is no longer poflible. The vital principle of
3 m conftitution—the divifion and diftribution of its powers,
£ m indeed furvive the ruin of commerce; and provided
ﬁ! whole people be cnhghtcncd it may be perpetuated after
~wreck of our power. The fpirit of our rcligion may be
’efcrvcd after the decay of our riches, and poverty and fore
* yow may even render it. more pure. 'The equal principle of
i+ our laws, now contained and exemplified in five hundredevo=
f"m in folio, may appear perhaps as beautiful, when the
: &ion of property fhall have rendered 499 volumes of

\

Qb{olcte, and a fmglc volume comprizes all that our
‘demands. But thé bleflings of our conftitution in
‘of thofe who adminifter, or hope to adminiﬁcrlb

* Efflay on Public Credit. s



Let ﬁm{e tlmefqre vho with €or things as
of war: true patriots, who abhor civil convul&ﬁu, mﬁtchai& :
the arts of peace. it |
¢ Perith our commerce —fooh(h words | 'What M
three millions annually to the poor ! A million and a *
annually to the church? What fupplies a million to the civil
lift ?—Our commewrce. What f{upports the expence ofd‘:’
imménfe naval and military eftablithments ¢ All our pw\fr
and penfions ?—What but our commerce. Thirteen millions
of our taxes depend on circulation and confumption, and this
thoughtlefs fenator cries out—¢ Perifh our commeree, let our :
conftitution live.” But how then muft the neceflary fplens
dour, the patronage, and the far more extenfive influenceof
the crown be fupported 7 And if this {plendour, patronage,
and influcnce are f{wept away—where is our conflitution 2 1
What fhall maintain the crown againit a band of faftious |
nobles cajoling the people with the found of liberty to cover.
their fclfith ambition; or what fhall defend hereditary how
nours and property of every kind agginft the great mafs of the
nation, now become poor, and therefore defperate ravenous;
perhaps, from their wants, and terrible from the remainderof
fpirit and pride which has defcended from better times * 2
Qur conftitutionand our commerce have grown up “.
gether; their connexion was not at firft a neceflary one pp
haps, but events have rendered it fuch; the peace and ﬁ.$
fafety of England depend on its being preferved. Our very™
habits and manners, and the ftruture of fociety among ut
are founded on this union. 1 know the evils of our fit
tion, but the heavy load of our debts and taxes mufk teach
_us to fubmit. Patience, peace, ccconomy, and g “ ] -
'® The author can throw ont hints only at prefent; but in fafou
Mﬂm cxov.n,s things age fituatcd, he has much tooffer,




po out; ﬁw chance of mmdangem memhhg}e;:r
w o, arifes from the folly of one clafs, who deny thefe
evils, and by denying aggravate them ; and from the folly of
~ another, who pronounce them intolerable,and would liften to
the councils of enthufiafts or knaves, At prefent, never was
anation more fubmiffive, or more loyal ; but a wife minifter
will not wantonly try our patience, of goad us too much.
“Perifh our commerce [”—Let the member for Norwich
correét his expreffion. We will excufe the inaccuracy of an
ardent and eloquent mind; we will even make allowance
. for the prejudices of education—in the fchool of Mr. Burke,
trade and manufactures are words that found meanly:
i among the Jefuits of St. Omers, the words themfelves were
perhaps unknown. Early education, natural tafte, and
peculiar fublimity of imagination, have made, I prefume, the
detail and the exacinefs of commerce, difguftmg to Mr.
Burke ; and have furiifhed his mind with thofe grand and
obfcure ideas, that aflociate with the lofty manners of
chivalry, and the Gothic gloom of a darker age. Hence,
 probably (fince time, by extinguithing ambition, has re-
_ ftored the original habits of his mind), we are to explain his
| ftrong preference of the fendal relicks of our conftitution,
wd his dread of the progrefs of commerce, as leading to
ilmovauon and change. Ido not wifh'to break a lance with
4 l& champion of ariftocracy, or with any of his followers
uﬁ 1 would concede in their favour as much as truth will
ﬂmt. If our fociety were to be caft anew, if the interefts
ﬂ our country were alone to be confulted, and the means
- yqonmzly at our command—much as commerce is to be
ed, it would be wifer and better to give it lefs fhare in
‘profperity, and at all events to render our revenue in-
cadent of foreign trade. How far it might be defirable
trol its effects on our manners, and on our habits of
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M is a queftion Malw enter on, at m
Confulting our tafte, and fetting moral confiderations afide,
weﬁ\onldperhaptbewﬂhngmpmfencapamm&*
correénefs and purity of manners, and more of the nice and
lugh-fpmu:d fenfe of honour, than commerce generally ad~
mits. Buc ifi we try different charalers by the teft of
utility, and found this teft on the adtual ftate of the nation,
the knight of chivalry and his various offspring, compared.
to the modern manufacturer or the merchant, feem weak
and ufelefs things. Even the country gentleman of England,
the moft refpedtable character of all thofe /illies of the valley
who neither toil nor [pin, finks in this comparifon. The pro-
prietor of landed property, who lives on the income of his.
eftates, can in general be confidered only as the conduit that
conveys the wealth of one generation to another. He is a
neceflary link in fociety indeed, but his place can at all times
be eafily fupplied: in this point of view the poor peafants
who cultivates his eftate is of more importance than he.
How then fhall we eftimate him, when compared with
a refpectable manufatturer—with the original geniyg, for
inftance, who has found means to convert our clay into
porcelain, and lays all Europe under contribution to England
by his genius, tafte, afd fkill? Or what rank will he take,”
when his exertions are put in competition with the power |
and enterprize of the merchant, whofe thips vifit the moft
remote fhores and nations; to whom the coafts of Afia,
and America, are familiar ; who draws his wealth from&x |
wilds of Nootka or Labrador, and who makes the )
Pucific yield up its flores 7 Even in his more elevated .ip
ation in the Houfe of Commons, the country M 4
* however eloquent and virtuous (Mr. Wyndham hmfelﬂ,nlﬁ{ |
“mot be compared, as an ob;e&dnmml confequme,w&
ml&e this.
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,mhn ‘of commdr® ind AR, mm&eﬁ&
already produced on them by the war, you, Sir, if you were

‘more in the habit of explaining minifterial condué®, might
 perhaps reply=-that the war is a war of neceffity—that it i¢

likely to be fhort and fucéefsful—and that, at all events, the
dignity of the nation (the phrafe ufed in the American war)
ar perhaps of the crown (for this is now the more correét

" expreffiow of Lord Greaville) is concerned in carrying it on.

Oneach of thefe points I mean to offer a few obfervations.
L will then endeavour to fliew the ftate the nation is likely to

“be in, on the recels of Parliament; I will make fome ob«
' fervations on the terrible refponfibility that minifters affume,

and conclude with one or two remarks addrefled more par«
ticularly to yourfelf.

+ The war was neceflary as its fupportcrs fay, and this
neceflity is explained in different ways.—By a few it is
afferted that the French were determined to quarrel with us,
and that they declared war againft us at a time that lth\

~was unexpe@ed and unprovoked. This language however

is held by very few, and is indeed fo utterly inconfiftent both

‘with fact and probability, that nothing but ignorance or dif

ingenuoufnefs can employ it. The French were fighting, or
thought they were fighting, for theitr national exiftence,

" enemies —England, whofe power they knew by fatal emp-
~ rience~whofe irrefiftible force on the ocean they had repeat-
: tﬂg under—and whofe neutrality feemed almoft effen-

curing the means of carrying on the war. If

‘ &‘\QM that they hoped to excite commotions among us,

{eemed neceffary to this fcheme ; for during peace only
carry on the intercourfe which fuch a plan would -
Idle thrcm of mternal commotions were mﬂlﬂ.

$

; nft 2 combination of the moft alarming kind ;—to what' g
A'We fhould they add England to the number of their® . .
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this, only be fincerely expetted by m@,m “
infane, . It may however be- faid, that infanity did in
pervade their councils, or thefe at leaflt by whom Mm
cils were influenced ; and indeed this fuppoliiion feems ina. ina
* great meafure founded on truth. - But the reply to this. k
* clear: how far {oever their infanity might go, it M‘Otw =3
tend to a war with England, a calumity not only dgpw
by their rulers, but by the whole body of the people. m :
is not an individual who has been in France fince the revalis
- tipn, who will not confirm this truth.®* The rnanner,h-
which this fierce nation humbled itfclf to England in a@-
ciation, was indeed very remarkable ; and though in a mo-
ment of wounded pride, the atual declaration of war came
from them, yet they foon repented of their condudt, zndm
now openly rencwing their endeavours, one might almoft %
their folicitations, for peace.+ Peace and war, Mr. Pitt,
were in your choice—they are in your choice now ; you
. made your ele@ion of the latter—you adhere to it—to *,
late application of Le Brun, it is faid, you have not

Do
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even vouchfafed an anfwer.
It might feem indeed from the whole of your condu&.

towards France for a twelvemonth paft, that England had

, a particular intereftvin the continuance of war; or if ﬂu{g e

‘hpplfed to be too proud to be governed by her fenfe of %

twdt, that her honour was concerned in thc keeping Qj« :

" The National Affembly had probably heen dece:vod nfpeﬁh‘, i
fentiments of the people of this country, but previous to the war they had
difcovered their error. The decree of the 19th November might perhaps
be fomewhat influenced by their notion of the exiftence of a g
(pirit here, and in this refpect the addrefles from different badies of Eng
men did great mifchi-f. But the effecs of the pro::lmimhd “p
‘real temper of the nation in a clear and ftriking light, ~and this v

- underfiood in France when they were negociating for peace.
+ % Seethe letters of M. Le Bruan to'Loxd Greaville, Star, ﬂd-“
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~ deftruétion.

It is well known that the treatyof Pillnitz was the fouree
of all the prefent hottilities ; and it might have been forefeen
“that an attempt to carry it into effe€t would produce a great
_part of thecalamities which have enfued. At thetime that this
took place, the conftitution of France was fettled ; the king
and the people had fworn to obey it. There was in it 2 good
deal to praife, and much to blame ; but, for reafons which it
would be ufelefs to detail, it was on the whole impraéticable.

~ The men of talents and influence in France had however

- feen their error in weakening the executive power too
much; they were rallying round the throne; and the
army, headed by the pureft and moft popular charadter
in the nation, were acquiring every day, more and more,
military habits and virtues. The conftitution, with all
its faults, had produced the moft fenfible advantages to
the labouring part of the people;* it contained within
itfelf the means of correcting both its principles and
practice 3 and there was perhaps a chance that thefe might

f‘v.-»-,hwe.been remedied without a civil war. It is however far
; a;im Prob:blc thata civil war muft have enfued ; but if the
.~ parties had been left to themfelves, there is no one will deny
A M Fayerte and his friends, in poffefliorf of all the conftitu-

' been viftorious, and the ill-fated monarch have preferved his
* life and his crown. * In the mean time the reft of Europe migh
. ‘have refted in peace—the conftitution, modelled perhaps on

_our own, would have afflumed a more practicable and conw

" fiftent form, and liberty been eftablithed on law,

i The danger to which the final triumph of the new con-
: % ¢xpofed, aroft from a foreign war. If the neigh-

= .
_ 4 Sée the Taur of Mr. Arthur Yousg.
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avowed purpofe of reftoring its ancient government, from
that inftant it was evident that the conftitution and the king
himfelf were in extreme hazard. Bythe conftitution, the whole
means of the nation’s defence againft this invafion muft be
trufted in the hands of the king himfelf, to replace whom in
unlimited power the invafion was made. Among a people
intoxicated with liberty, and jealous in the extreme, it was
impéffible that any wifdom could in fuch circumftances fe-
cure an already fufpected monarch from the imputation of
treachery. As the danger from this treachery became
greater, the paffions of the people arofe ; when the Duke of
Brunfwick entered France, they burft into open infurretion,
and through a fcene of dreadful flaughter, the conftitution
was over-turned and the monarch dethroned, This erifis
was forefeen by the Jacobins, and by every means provoked;
it was forefeen by the Feuillans (the true friends of liberty
and of limited monarchy) and carneftly deprecated. The
yirtuous monarch himfelf was fenfible of his danger, and in
his extreme diftrefs applied to England’ to avert it. It was
evident that the Emperor would not venture on this invafion
without the aid of our ally the king of Pruflia, who had no
more pretence for attacking France, than for his invafion of

- Poland, in which fuchflagrant wickednefs and fuch deteftable
“hypocrify have been openly difplayed. The unhappy Louis
intreated our interference to detach the king of Pruffia froq
his defign, in language the moft preffing and moft pathetic,
Such an opportunity of exerting great power on a moft fuby
lime occafion, and to the nobleft of purpofes, is not ﬁhi,
to recur in a fingle age, and is referved by providence for itg
choiceft favourites. Such an opportunity was prefented to
you, and you weakly and blindly caft it away. ;

+ . 'The language which you put into your fovgre:g-’g
m on that occafion is on record.—~Profefling every g:g
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f_ _m for the king of France, mankind were then told, that
" the king of England could not interfere, unlefs he was re-
quefted by all the parties concerned ; that is, not only by
him in diftrefs, but by thofe alfo whofe conduc occafioned
* the danger! The confpirators at Pillnitz, and the Jacobins
' of Paris, equally triumphed on this occafion.—The conftitu.
tion and libertics of France were the objets of their commen
attack. At the fame inftant foreign war and internal infur-
rettion fell with all their furies on the fricnds of the king, of
faw, and of order; the ftreets and the prifons of Paris over.
flowed with their blood ; and thofe who efcaped the daggers
of the Jacobins were feized on the frontier by our ally of
Pruffia, loaded with chains, and fent to the dungeon of Mag-
deburg to perith in filence, or fuffer in hopelefs captivity
worfe than death can infli¢t, Gratified in the deftruction of
their common enemy, the votaries of fuperftition and of en-
thufiafm have met in dreadful confli¢t ; a war of unexampled
fury has enfued 3 and after the facrifice of a hundred thou-
fand lives, the flower of the youth of France and Germany,
the hoftile armies are precifely in the fame fituation as when
* the carnage began !
~ Another opportunity had in the mean time offered for
- England to interfere, and to reftore the peace of Europe.—
- Winter produced a temporary {ufpenfion of hoftifities. It
is well known that Pruffia, baffled and worn out, withed, dur«
fng this armiftice, to make its peace with France, and that
Spain was about to fettle its difference with her alfo. Auf-
tria, left alone, was uncqual to the conteft, and by our media-
tion peace might have been reftored.—Difficulties had indeed
‘occurred : France had not only repelled her invaders, but
ihd in her turn become the aggreffor, and Flanders had becn
an—mn by the arms of the viQorious republic. The pof-
%ﬂ!&f Flanders by France might not only weaken Auftria
(Iufe the language of politicians), but expofe ﬁ
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induced to renounce Brabant. In the mean time there were
new difficulties in the way of negociating with France, from
the change which had taken place in its government. Thofe

who had hardly been able to fee with patience the reprefens .|

tative of the conftitutional king, could not be expeéted to res
ceive with kindnefs the dclegate of the new republic. I
however we treated at all, it muft be with thofe who held the
reins of government, men, it muft be acknowledged, againfy

- . —
> -
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land to bé invaded and over-run—France muft thercore by |

B e

whom the feclings of almoft every heart in England revolteds |

A minifter is, however, to confult his reafon, not his feelings,
and to liften only to the intercfts of his country. If thefe
require peace, his duty is to procure it by every fair and reas
fonable means ; and if he treats at all, to treat with temper,
even though his opponents are robbers in their cave. 1§ wary
on the other hand, be incvitable, his bufinefs is evident—to
refufe all negociation, and to let loofe the whole force of the
ftate. You took a middle courfe : the dangers of war could
nat be altogether overlooked.  Yiou would treat therefore
but under a delicate diltin&tion, which was to appear to our
allies as if we did not treat at all; and, as it fhould feem to
fecure your honour, you fet out in the bufinels with refifing
the right of your anmgam/?: to huld a treaty. Le Brun and his

affociates however fubmitted ; it is known that they were ,j

ready to have renounced Brabant, rather than go to war with

England ; and univerfal peace was perhaps once more i
your power. By this time however the nationt was inflamed

to a great degree by the apprehenfion of internal cottﬁ.
racies; and the dreadful anathemas of Mr. Burke in the
Houfe of Commons had deftroyed all temper and moderation.
From Mr. Fox the mention of peace with France had been

received almoft with execration, and England wum.

with the fpirit of the angient crufades. In this fituation every

moment became more critical—you heﬁtaeed—aquamﬁA

n“
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'”o*&y begun and the next abandoned—ftandirig on' the
‘brink of a precipice, you dallied with the temper of two ine
flamed nations, and were puthed forwards into this bloody
war. If you did not alt as a great ftatefman on this occa-

~ fion, fome apology may be found for you—your temper was
perhaps irritated 5 your fenfe of honour and your feclings of
fympathy outraged ; and though the minifter cannot be pars
doned, the man may ftand excufed. Deeply as I lament Jhe
war and its confequences, I muft fairly admit, that the mad-
“mefs of the moment renders it doubtful, whether it could
have been avoided during the laft days of negociation, by
any meafures in your power. Indecifion is certainly not a
part of your charaéter in feafons of difficulty ot danger;
dut on this occafion it feems fairly to be imputed to you;
“@nd to this it was owing that the alarmifls had takeg the na«
tion out of your hands.
‘Without imputing bad motives to thofe who ftood for=
,ward to propagate the rumours of internal fedition and con-
fpiracy on that occafion, it may now, I think, be faid pretty
confidently, that their fears greatly magnified the real dangeri
Why they were terrified, and why their terrors were in a
- great meafure vain, may be eafily underftood by any one ac-
”mted with human nature, who looks at all the events of
 that period with an impartial eye. The rotreat of the Duke
" of Brunfwick, the battle of Jemappe, and the conqueft of
Flanders came fo rapidly and {o unexpeétedly upon us, that'
_ men who had blindly wifhed, and weakly preditted, the im«:
te fubjugation of France to the Pruffian arms, were
with a fudden terror proportioned to their foolifh hopes..

M marching with giant firides over her frontier, feemed

-thuten the world. Thofe who in the firft inftance had

m:stn their calculation the force of enthufiafm acting

~ena and powerful nation in a mement of external ine.

*n. not, it may reafonably be fuppofed, form any:
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ened imaginations, not only the downfal of the defpotic
governments of Europe, but the overthrow of our own hap-
pyconftitution, the fource of fo many bleflings, and the well- 3
carned purchafe of more than one revolution, and of .tly 1
years of civil war. On the other hand, the furprizing fuce
cefs of the French, raifed tc a high elevation of fpirits all
thofe who, from whatever motives, had interefted thcmfelv. ;
in their favour; and the claflic grace with which the fpeu' :
of liberty was wielded at Jemappe, threw a momentary veil
pver former proceedings, too foul to bear the light. In this
fituation of things, it was impoffible that parties feeling fa
differently fhould not be mutually offenfive to each other, |
and that thofe who triumphed for the moment fhould not
become fubjets of apprehenfion to thofe already fo dreads
fully alarmed, |
During this ftate of jealous fear, ftrong confirmations
could not be wanting, for “ trifles light as air” would have
ferved the purpofe; and it is well known, that even the very
looks of the fuppofed republicans, were ftated in the houfe
of commons as proofs of their feditious views. It muft how- |
ever be acknowledped, that there were great folly and indifs
cretion, to fay no werfe, in the conduét of many of the nesw
Whigs ;* and that the addrefles to the National Aflembly
from focieties in England, however they might be intended, aj

- were incapable of producing anygood, and were pregnant v;th

the moft ferious evils. Whether any thing refembling a ﬁ

really exifted, cannot perhaps be as yet afcertained. mmthg
notions of change probably pervaded the imaginations, and
occafionally efcaped the lips of enthufiafts, but it does not
- appear at all likely that any plan for this purpofe was cone
* This defcription of men has not yet got a2 name that both tho,md th

. epponents admit—Patriots and Jacobins are the party defignations—1I
a middle term, and guote for this appellation the authority of Mr..




erted of evén meditated in any quarter. And the notion {6
: dinduftrioufly circulated, that there was among us a large body
d,,,mcn, fome of them of the firft talents, leagued in a con-
\ dpiracy againit their country with the Jacobin party of France,
‘ ‘is one of thofe wild and “ foolifh things,” of whichin a few
" months thofe who credited it “ will in their cooler moments
be athamed,” and which will foon be remembered only for
- mifchief it has done.

It is to this general fufpicion that the war itfelf is in a
| " great meafure to be attributed. One part of the cabinet, as
| report {ays, was warmly and decidedly for it from the firft;
I and the eagerncfs of the Alarmifls in the houfe of commons
i in favour of this bloody meafure is well known. A ftep fo

fatal to the gencral interefts of the country would not, how-
ever, have been taken in the face of even a feeble oppofition
out of doors. Three public meetings—at Manchefter, Wake-
field, and Norwich, prevented the Ruflian war. But where
. was oppofition now to come from ? Every man that objected
to a meafure of minifters was by this time {fuppofed to be an
enemy to the conftitution ; and he who oppofed a war with
T!‘lnce, was openly cried down as a fecret ally of the Jacobins,
de as only anxious to {ave them from the force of our irre-
_eﬁﬂﬂe arm, Profeflions of attachment to our own happy
g cohﬂ\tutxon were regarded as of no value, unlefs they were -
: acqompamcd with a blind and unlimited confidence in admi-
- miftration ; and he only was confidered asa true friend to his
; copntry who was ready to put all our bleflings at hazard, by
m&iqg madly forward into this foolith crufade.
f The whole body that aflociated with Mr. Reeves feemed
Lh think the fupport of the war neceffary to the fupport
Zid: the conftitution; and in the houfe of commons Mr.
mhe with the peculiar frenzy that diftinguifhes all
~ his condu&, reiterated the war-hoop of atheifmy and pro-
\&nnced Mr. Fox’s propofal of attempting to avert hof
gm by negociation, as a flep that would by neceffary

M
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It was owing I prefume to the fyftem you Imeodopu, '{
that though, as it has fince appeared, you were at this tine
aftually negociating, you preferved a cautious filence, M
fuffered the nation 10 believe you thought with Mr. Burke,
For the firft time in his life Englifhmen were in fyrnpath,
with this extraordinary charatter, and madnefs became m
contagious than the plague.

If it were at all proper to argue with men who can be-
lieve, that the only means of fecuring the reverence of the na«
tion for the conftitution, is to plunge us into all the horrors
and miferies of a foreign war, I would point out the confe-
quences that may poflibly refult from the rebound of general
fentiment ; from the union of ftarving ignorance, with def~
perate ambition ; and from the progrefs of poverty, mifery,
and difcontent.  But I do not think it neceflary at prefentto
infift on fuch topics; becaufe blindly and foolifhly as fuch |
men have acted on their own princjples, I believe the feafon h

. A

shiae g

* The manner in which this ftrange man has introduced his fovereign
into debate at different times is truly curieus. His conduét in this refpeét
during the regency, when pe reprefented the Almighty as baving burled bim
. Jrom bis throne, and at the time now alluded to, when in the excefs ofhis loy=
alty, he exprefled his fears of bis being bebeaded, are apparently much cons 3
trafted, but evidently flow frem the fame ftruéture of mind. A manthat
could talk openly in the houfe of commons of the ¢ king’s head being cut
off,’" is not, however, I apprehend, likely to be appointed a lord of the
bed-chamber, or even a gentleman-uther. Mr. Burke, it is (aid, is a poet,
m this is true. But there feems about him a phrenzy that is more than
iaeetical—an habitual difpofition to exaggeration that trefpaffes the M b
not of truth only but of nature ; aod aa irafcibility that has no refemblance ';' |

tion of a mind difeafed ! In this view of the fubjeét Mr. Burke is m
" an obje@ of pity. When his fits are got upon him, he uknawnloh”-
sle and humane.
Gz L




;‘*gﬁftmgui{h, under every event, the fubftantial excellence of
e m%onﬁxtutxon, and attribute their fufferings, whatever they

my be, to their own delufion, and the madnefs of thofe whe
.ﬁtve mifled the public mind.
But it may be faid that the waris likely to be fhort and

- fuccefsful, and is therefore now to be perfifted in, however in<

difcreetly it may have been begun.
The anfwer to this is not difficult—the war has had

| already all the fuccefs that we could hope for. It brought on

the invafion of Holland, and that invafion is repelled: it has
obﬁged the French to abandon Flanders— to do that by force,
which they were before inclined to do by negociation : it has

| covered the fea with our fhips of war, and made the mer-

pl

chantmen both of France and England difappear ~—and finally,
after feveral hard fought battles, it has enabled the king of
Pruffia to lay fiege to Mentz, and the Prince of Cobourg to fit
down before Valenciennes.—But what is really of importance,
it hasbrought from the Rrench new offers of peace.

“What then may be the cavfe why we fo proudly and
ﬁncnly (as it is faid) rejeck them ?

It may be faid that we wifh to carry on the war till we

&«‘Mm a barrier againft the future irryptions of the French

.
F’

“into Holland or Brabant, and that this being effected, we .
mean with our allies to reft on our arms, and leave the natiop
Yo fettle its own government. If this be our policy, it were fn'
betmr to reft now.

The probability of obtaining and of preferving peace,

~ depends in a great meafure, on the terms which are offered

 according with natural principles of equity. That every na-
M fhould keep within its own confines, and choofe its own
: nment without molefting its neighbours, is a propofis

| m ‘which is agreeable to our common apprehenfions of
- me 5 and applied fairly and equally to the powers at war,

it
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groundwork of fuch a treaty, that the Auftrians fhall obtain
aud keep poffeflion of thofe ftrong fortreffes on the northern
frontier, by which France is defended, is to propofe thac
which is equally offenfive to the pride, and alarming to thc
fears of Frenchmen, and which is likely to occafion a M‘
and a fruitlefs effufion of human blood. ¢ Shall we confent’
(they will cry) that France fhall be difmembered ? Shall we
abandon our countrymen of Lifle and Valenciennes to the
defpots of Germany ? If we give up a part of our territory,
what fecurity fhall we have that the dividers of Poland will
reft contented with a part, efpecially when by pofleffing our,
ftrong helds they may invade us at pleafure, and march-at
once into the heart of our defencelels country ?”  Such are
the queftions that will be alked, and it muft be acknowledged
that they are founded on natural feelings and reafonable
fears : before thefe are fubdued, many a brave man will
perith in the field. But if indeed the fecurity of the Low
Countries be our only objet, why not fortify Namur, Mons,
Tournay, &c. which the Emperor Jofeph difmantled, under
an idea (which illuftrates very ftrongly the folly of attempt«
ing to look far into futurity) that the martiage of his fifter

with the unfortunate Louis, would render a barrier needlefs

on the fide of France ! If thofe fortifications which were
thought fufficient againft Louis XIV. are not {ufficient againfk
the proud republicans, why not erefl others ?  And if bank«

gupt Auftria cannot do this, let us (if we muft mingle in

their affairs), be taxed to fupport them ; but- lét it be for am
diture that will terminate in peace.
The real intereft of foreign nations is not Wh&he:.

France fhall have a conftitution of this or that form 3 itis, ™

that fhe fhail have a regular government of fome form or other,
which may fecure the faith of treaties, and due fubordination

tolaw; and this is the intercft of the people of Franoe
5
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‘themfélves more than any other, y then, it may be faid,
do they not follow their intereft ? Becaufe they do not per-
ceive it. And they are prevented from perceiving it by the
prefiure of external war,

Revolutions of government call forth great talents and
virtues, but they alfo too frequently call forth great crimes,
Where all the ufual ordinances of law and fociety are broken
down, men will rife indeed in fome degree according to their
activity and powers, but in a degree too, according as thefe
are exerted without {cruple or reftraint. In the enthufiaftic
ftate of mind by which revolutions are accompanied, great
crimes make little impreflion on the million, provided they are
committed in the fpirit of party, and under the appearance
of patrictifm. Compaffion, charity, candour, and even a
fenfe of juftice, are too generally fwept away in the whirlwind
of paflion and prejudice, and lie buried under the wreck of
virtuous habits and principles, to revive in quieter times.
In fuch a ftate of things the natural influence of integrity
and property, as well as the artificial diftinctions of rank and
birth give way to the governing power of enthufia{m, and
men often rife to direction and command from the loweit
ftations, by the force of ftrong talents, and bold tempers,
and by the buoyancy of heated imaginations.

Enthufiafm is in feafons of dafger felt by virtuous as
well as by unprincipled minds; by the former indezd per-
haps more than the latter; but in virtuous minds, while
it expands all the generous feelings, it does not deitroy the
reftraints of principle or honour, even towards antagoniits or
enemies, and much lefs towards thofe embarked in the famc

~ ¢aufe.

. Revolutions however, in their progrefs, ftir up fociety more

l:,l‘-‘mlmtc, even to the very dregs, and bring forward more and
~ more of ignorance and profligacy (terms which in political
- life are nearly convertible) into the general mafs of feeling and

‘P. £ =

£, ol ‘ of

.

e .



Q@m,mmmmm-mumeﬂmﬁﬁ

refide. Men who with to guide this will, and dired this force,

in times of popular commotion, muft partake of its charalter,
and vary their condu@ with the rapid changes which the
general fentiment undergoes. But in every great rolution
this fentiment has a tendency to become gradually worfe,
and the chara@er of thofe at the helm muft become worfe
alfo. _In the courfe of this melancholy progrefs thereforey
men of real principle and pure honour, who cannot bend to
the opinions of the day, are probably thrown off, or perhaps
deftroyed, and are fucceeded by other defcriptions, each in
fucceflion more unlike the firft, till at laft perhaps the un-
principled and defparate obtain undifputed fway.

Hence, in our own country, the refiftance to Charles I.
which was led by Hampden and Faulkland, terminated in
Cromwell and Lambert 3 and hence the revolution of France,
originating with Fayette, Necker, and Mirabeau, has de-~
fcended into the hands of Danton and Roberfpierre. ®

The

* The American revolution may be inftanced as an exception to this ge«
neral repréfentation, but improperly. We muft firft obferve (as was noticed by
Mr. Fox in his fpeech on Mr. Gray’s motion) that in America, theugh there
was a change of the govcm’m.g power, there was no revolution of habits or
opinions : no fudden change of principles. It muft be obferved Afo, that

the Americans had much lefs of poverty and ignorance among them (though,

Jefs knowledge no doubt) than what is to be found in England and Fﬂnn
And thirdly, it muft be obferved, that femething of the fame kmd
actually take place in America, as in England and France, though certainly
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in alefs degree. Round the American Revolution, as well as the Ames

rican charaéter, a falfe glare has been throwa by the fplendour of their fue-
cefs. The congrefs Jid not, like the national affembly, expofe their debates
and diffentions to their own people¥much lefs to all Europe ; but it is well
" known that 2 party prevailed in it to a confiderable degree, and Wathing..
ton himfelf, if report fpeakstruth, was at one time ‘preferved in his command
by a fingle vote only. In the courfe of the revolution many bloody dodi
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. ﬂgmmchomerof mcnw!mopenly violate the firff
Wons, as well as the moft palpable interefts of fociety,

s c:pofed to continual danger from the very fcaffolding on
-hxch it is raifed, and cannot furvive that heated and enthu-
fialtic Adate of mind which ‘extinguifhes for 2 time, and for a
time only, the feelings of compaflion and the fenfe of juftice.
Enthufiafm is, from its very violence, of fhort continu-
ance: it produces the moft cruel defolations in fociety : but,
as Mr, Hume has obferved, ““its fury is like that of thun-
# der and tempeft, which exhauft themfelves in a little time,
€ and leave the air more calm and ferene than before.” The
accounts that we receive of the French fhew clearly, that
they are at prefent a nation of enthufiafts : of this their very
crimes give the molt decided evidence. Their contempt of
danger and hardfhips; their utter difregard of felf-intereit,
and of all the motives which influence men in tranquil life §

* following quotation from the hiftory of the American revolution by Dr.Rame«
fay, himfelf a member of the congrefs, will fhew how the morals of the peopie
were affeéted, and bear teftimony to the author’s candour and love of truth.
® Time and induftry have already, in a great degree, repaired the loffes of
# property, which the citizens fuftained during the war, byt both have
¢ hitherto failed in effacing the taint which was then communicated to
& their principles, nor can its total ablutionsbe expeéted till a new gene-
& yationgarifcs, unpracifed in the iniquities of their fathers.” If indeed

. Ramfay had not acknowledged this, the conduét of the affemblies which
were elected immediately after the revolution, would fufficiently prove it.
By thefe affemblies, ftanding on a popular bafis (efpecially by that of South

* Carolina), aéts were paffed diffolving the obligations of juflice in a way as

, and nearly as open, as thofe of the moft defpotic monarch what~ -

m An experience of the evils refulting from fuch outrages has reformed

hh the principles and the practice of the American politicans; and men of

w and integrity, many of them bgaten down by the revolution, have
¢ er proper influence in quieter times. Over and above all the

£ *wnlhnm 1 have mentioned, the natural phlegm of the Amcnun

t&-, compared with the vehemence and impetaofity of the Fn%

advantage not to be calculated.
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bility towards their enemies; their pronenefs to murder ;~ !
thefe are the true and exact features of enthufiafm, operat-
ing on minds previoufly degraded by a fuperftition the moft
vile, and by a flavery the moft abjeét *. et
The more fiercely this national difeafe rages, the more
certainly will it terminate fpeedily, provided it be left to ite
felf. Society cannot poffibly fubfift under the prefent {yftem
in France, and the excefles of the Jacobins muft fooner or:
later produce their deftruction. The nation, waking from
its delirium, will fee the horror of its fituation, and fly for a
refuge from anarchy to the conftitution it has rejeéted,or fome
better regulated form of government ; or perhaps to the very.
defpotifm it has overthrown. But if continued attacks are
made from without, this iffue will certainly be prolonged,
and may perhaps be prevented till the defpotic governments
now in arms, every day becoming more poor, and therefore
more opprefive, fhall be themfelves brought to the ground !
The great inftrument of the fuecefs of the Jacobins has
been the fufpicion they have conﬁantly excited, that every
friend of peace and fubordination was connected with the
foreign enemies that are invading Francet. A high-fpirited
nation will not receive the pureft of bleflings on compulfian,

’

* In Dr. Moore’s Journal, various proofs of the truth of this may be
found.—A Sans Culotte_prefenting to the National Affemhly on the soth of
Auguft the head of a murdered Swifs, and at the fame time emptying out of
his hat the jewels and gold which he had found in the Thuilleries, is & ftrike
ing picure of the fpecies of difeafe of mind under which the nation labaurs.

+ The ftrength of fuch an inftrument as this, may be judged of by the
fuccefs with which it was employed by the Alarmif; here. The friends of
peace in this coyntry were in the fame manner denounced as W '% J
foreign invaders, and this was the real {ecret of Meflrs, Reeves, Burke, n‘
Ca. for levelling the levellers, at the fuccefs of which, confidering the men,
many people have been fo much furprifed. The nation was pndo-nnnh,
ﬁmnﬂ creduliry go band in haad.
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and would reject the Britifh conftitution itfelf, though it
+were abfolutely perfedt, if prefented on the bayonet’s point.
But what boon do the conquerors of Poland hold out to them ?
What bleflings do the people of Germany offer to their view ?
Abfolute fubjugation to a foreign force is the favour and the
mercy of the rulers; ignorance and fubmiffion to unlimited
oppreflion is the example of the armed flaves whom they
command. -Itis no wonder that anation of enthufiafls fhould
be inflamed to madnefs on the approach of fuch invaders, and
{purning the diCtates of realon, fhould confider thofe, who
would reftrain them, as Jeagued with their enemies, and com-
mit themfelves to fuch only as are as frantic as themfelves.
Hence every attempt to reftore order to France has been fru-
ftrated by foreign invafion ; Clermont-Tonnerre and Roch-
foucauld have been murdered ; and Narbonne, Fayette, and
Liancourt have fled. And hence alfo, it is but too likely,
that the fiege of Valenciennes and Conde will prove the
ruin of the brave and perhaps honeft infurgents on the banks
of the Loire. How certain the overthrow of the Jacobin
fyfiem in France would be, if the nation were left to itfelf,
may be gathered, not only from the nature of that fyftem,
but from the attempts to overturn it in the wery face of a

2.4 fomgn invafion ; and how very unliktly the allies are to fuc~
ceed in their endeavours to give a conftitution to France by

force (the only rational obje& for which war can be con-
tinued), may be colletted, not only from the hiftory of the
paft, and from what has been already mentioned, but from
other confiderations.

Under the preffure of external invafion almoft any go-

- vernment will hold a nation together ; and every form of re-

government, however unfit for quietér feafons, is ag

 times produdlive of great enetgy of mind, and there-

e of great national force. The caufe of this is to be traced

to ﬂlcpeculur wnfqmwhcb:repﬁhhanw
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gives 1o the dndividusl, ‘by which s cousfy becothas f
couliigetniite i, acdthe il rengtll ag hie weivils

and public affeCtions in 2 moment of external invafion bears
on a fingle objet—the national defence. The truth of this
might be amply illuftrated from the hiftory of the republics
of Greece and Rome ; where may be fcen alfo, what appears

fo very extraordinary in modern times, the moft unbounded

licentioufnefs and confufion in the centre of the government,
joined with the moft formidable power on the frontiers*.

In times of peace the exiftence of primary affemblies, fuch
as are univerfalin France, feems incompatible with the fafety
of eftablifhed government, but in a fituation like the prefent,
thefe will be the nurferies of courage, of eloquence, of daring
minds 3—by giving every individual an altive and perfonal in-

tereft in the ftate, they will firengthen its defence in an ex~"
traordinary manner. The divifion of France into diftriéts -

and departments, eftablifhes within it {o many rival republics,
and in this way will probably produce that high-fpirited emu-
lation between neighbouring communities, fo dangerous to
internal quiet, but to which Greece,«when invaded, owed its
fafety in the claflic ages, and perhaps Switzerland its indepen~
dence in modern times.

In the progrefs of revolutions it is material tq,obferve, that
talents do not feem to fuffer an equal degradation with prine

ciples. - On the contrary, fituations of continued difficulty

and danger have a tendency to call them forth (in as far as

# In this refpec, as well as imfeveral others, France recalls to our
minds the ftates of antiquity. There are indeed circumftances of refem-
blance in their fituation that might afford room for much curious ébfervae i

tion, and our hefitation in applying the experience we derive from Greece or
l-nu to modern France is perhaps chiefly founded on a doubt, which at
mbmudrulm;hle-uon‘h—ww thefe countries have con-
tained beings of wMMMWMFMth
feme other defeription of animals.
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~‘they are diftin& from virtue) more and more, and to
«&'when and expand them, when found. TIn long efta-
‘blifhed monarchies, fuch as are fpread over the continent of
~ Europe, rank has the chief, or indeed the fole influence in
beftowing command, and nature in beftowing talents pays
no attention to rank. But in revolutions, artificial diftine-
tions being overturned, the order of nature is in fome degree
reftored, and talents rife to their proper level. Hence it'is
that revolutions once fet on foot, have the weight of talents
generally in their favour. It may be objeted, indeed, that
swhen the fword is once drawn, the iffue depends on military
.difcipline and (kill, and that thefe will always be found on
the fide of experience. Daily obfervation however proves,
«that the mere mechanifm of a foldier is cafily and fpeedily

“Jearnt 3 and the uniform voice of hiftory tells us, that the
«qualities of a great general are in- an efpecial manner the
work of nature; what fuperior genius feems to acquire the
fooneft, and what all other men find it impoflible to acquire
at all.  Hence, though in the beginning of wars difcipline
+and eftablifhed rank have ufually the advantage, in the courfe
of them nature and genius always preponderate *.

~ * The whole of thefe obfervations might be illuftrated from our own

¥ -:Mim. Det.ﬁa_ble as Cromwell ang his affociates were in many refpeéts,
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they muft he allowed to have poffefled very fuperior talents both in the ocae
binet and the field. In the beginning of the war military experience was
with the King ; but, what is curious, there did not arife one good com-
mander on his fide, the gallant Montrofe excepted, and he, it may be ob-
ferved, was educated among the covenaaters. On the other fide arofe Effex,
Fairfax, Gromwell, Ireton, Lambert, dhd Monk. Moft 'of thefe had no pre-
vious acquaintance with xmhtary affairs. Cromwell, the firft captain of the
o L was forty-three years old before he became a foldier. Thefe curions
‘circamfaneés have not efcaped Mr. Hume, nor the explanation of them,
% on this fubject, I have fometimes amufed myfelf with fuppofing
‘what fort of military commanders our political leaders would make, and I
wmywould arrange themfelves pretty much according to their
pﬁu order.—Firft-rate talents are of univerfal application. o S
X The



'I’he mﬁhml cf thefe
aneeh fo obvious, that it would be fuperfluous, nm
tedlous,topomt:t out. j s Yo sleres Ty wuit ﬂ;*;

The impoffibility of conquering opinions by the fword, - d
and the dreadful flaughter which the attempt when perfifted |
in muft neceffarily occafion, may be learnt from the revolu- |
tion in the low countries, and the bloody tranfaclions which
were there carried on under the diretion of Alva. If the »,
great mafs of the people have imbibed opinions, extermina- -
tion only can root them out. Hence the fandamentality of
the French révolution, fo much exclaiimed againft by the
weak and fearful, and fo much dreaded cven by the tne
lightened, though it will probably be the fource of long in=
ternal diffentions, renders it invulnerable by foreign attack.
Mr. Hume has remarked the univerfal and extreme welue-
tance with which men abandon power once pofiefled ; lﬂ ¢
you, Mr. Pitt, can probably {peak to this trath from yous ,'"
own feelings.—Wecll then, Sir, the Sans Culottes have res
covered what they call their rights, and may be faid to .be - 8
men in power—power newly tafted, after long and hard ops
preffion. Whether this power be good for them or mot is
another thing—they think it good, and that is enough, Whea
once they have obtained quiet pofieffion of it, they will pro=
bably abufe it, ase other men in power have done Nﬂ E
them. But while it is attempted to be wrefted flom
by armed force, it will rife every moment in their efti 5
and death only will be able to rob them of &hdc: -
The revolution of Poland, on the other hand, was notd
fundamental tevolution ; and if was praifed by lﬁa
(a fufpicious circumftance) on this account. - ut]
4t was a change of the form of government, lnit tia
ku‘gcmcnt of its bafis, from whxch however ning

4



W§dﬁa,tndfoud 1o motive forr&q their lives

. in deferice of blefings they had not been permitted to tafte.
| This is the real caufe of the rapid fuccefs of the confederate

arms, and not the open plains and difmantled fortrefles of
. the country, as fome have fuppofed. The true defence of a
nation in fuch circumftances—the only defence that is im«
pregnable, lics in the poor man’s heart ;—that abandoned,
the reft is eafy.

In viewing this fubjeét, fo many confiderations rufh.on
the mind to fhew the folly of the prefent invafion of France,
that Iam compelled to dwell on general topids only ; other=
wife I might expatiate on the utter incapacity of the Auftrian
- army to keep the field at all without fupplies from this coun-
try, and the impoffibility of our finding fuch fupplies. Abe
je&t as the temper of the nation appears, it will not, I appre-
“hend, fubmit to utter ruin; and I pronounce coolly, what I
have confidered deeply, that nothing but utter ruin can be
the confequence of our perfifting in this copartnerfhip with
the folly and bankruptcy of the continental powers. Itis
- not enough that we pay, with Englifh guineas extradted from

~ the labour of our opprefied peafantry, the people of Hefle
yﬂ Hanover, to fight German battles ; we muft fupport
- the armies of Auftriaalfo, and, from the wreck of our
. ruined manufaltures, fupply them with' food, clothing, and
But what confummates our misfortunes is, that if by
. our affiftance the confederates fhould fucceed in their views, -
- England will be blotted out of the fyftem of Europe ; Hol-
~ land cannot preferve her independence a fingle day ; a con-
~ nefted chiain of defpotifm will extend over the faireft portion
,&.hﬁ, and the lamp of Liberty, that has blazed fo
yin our * Sea~girt Iile,” muft itfelf be extinguifhed in

.
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