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~ 'Fhe mifchief that is meditated, is dl&;ﬂhﬂ““

feems more than -mortal, but happily the exeention of
§t requires more than mortal force. The ignorant and inno-
cent flaves that are the inftruments on this occafion are men

* e=they muft be clothed and fed—they have men to contend
with, and are liable to the death they are fent to infliCte=
may perifh by the fword, by fatigue, by famine, and by difeafe.
The new Alarics that employ them are men alfo, weak,
ignorant, and mortal like the reft. Death will foon level them
with the inftruments of their guilty ambition. In a few
years, or perhaps a few months, Catharine will fleep, lifelefs,
with Jofeph, with Leopold, with Peter the Third. New
charaters lefs tinCtured with prejudiee, will receive 3 por+
tion of the fpirit of the age, the fyftems of defpotifm be bro-
ken, and mortality come in aid of reafon and truth.

In the mean time it is poffible that Condé and Valen~
ciennes may be taken, and that the hoftile armies may march
into France as before. If purfued into their own country,
Frenchmen will, in all probability, continue united ; and they 4
will garry on the war, when compared to their affailants, at
lile expenfe. The men are on the fpot; their provifions
are behind them 3 mufkets are in their hands; enthufiafm j:
in their hearts. Tht more the nation is comprefied within 4

" its centre, the more will the elafticity of its foree and cou- gf
rage increafe, The invaders will probably be again com-
pelled to retreat, and their retreat will neither be m
certain : the victorious republicans will purfue themy 3
again perhaps difdaining -the reftraints of prudence, | g
their conquefts to the banks of the Rhine. Aﬁw“t
attion " loft, a fingle altion recovered, Flanders; ﬂh |
Flanders and Holland will now feel the ﬁme W 3
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aodnng fo unlikely as the conqueft of France, It has been M
Utnﬂn: Chronicle by a writer under the fignatare of ¢ Amm ‘m

dﬂ,‘.
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fave Hoﬂand if Flanders fall? The Cold-
be.qun fec are mortal men. Even the three princes of -
W‘bod—royal of England will not appal the fierce republi-
- gans—/¥kat care thefe roavers for the name of King ?*  If the
~ danger I ftate feem at a diftance, let it not on that account
~ be difregarded. Every ftep the allied armies advance into
France, the danger feems to me to approach ; and were tﬁby
within ten leagues of Paris, I fhould tremble the more for
the fate of Amfterdam.

? 4 U'The opportunity of reftoring general peace prefented it
wﬂ‘ﬁ\e time of the congrefs of Antwerp. Dumourier had
mted 3 Flanders was recovered. 'We had nothing to do
“tto declare, what muft [ think be declared in the.end,

that if France will confine herfelf within ber own territory, fbe
nqy there fbape out ber own eonflitution at ber woill, Had this
B hua done at the time mentioned, Dumourier, not rendered
. odious by foreign alliance, would in all probability have been
- able to reftore the conftitutional monarchy ; and in every
, event, France, occupied by inteftine divifions, would, as it
feems probable, have left Europe in quiet for many years to

“. This policy was fo clear that a mere child might
 Bave difcerned it it did not even require a negociation with

vench cabinet, and while it fecuretl our beft interefts,
t our honour without a ftain.

How then thall we account for the refolves of the con-
. -Mmrp'?' We muft unveil the truth. The mem-

' m congrefs were German princes, or their agents ;
the reprefentative of England there was a German prince.
n, f;-an th:n' educatidn, arc in gcncral 1gmm,md

I
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dd'pots in their own dominions, they fcel it their

‘ perh:psdmythmknthzmm&ofmgp_
be the force of Mnda«») that dcfmﬁ
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French name deteftable among their fubj
crimes fhould open the eyes of the French the ey ——if
of the mingled wrecks of defpotifm and anarchy,a |
monarchy fhould arife in France, at it did in England, o
other form of a free conftitution that fecures fubordinat
Jaw—then it is that the French example will become far more
deftrucive to arbitrary governments than their arms, and
crowned heads of Germany, great and fmall, will have
caufe to tremble. It is true, if they were cnlxghm&,%
neéd not tremble at 2ll 5 they would fee that arbtmm
is as deftruétive to him that poflefies, as to him that endares
it. But it cannot be expected that they fhould difcern tl
the errors of education blind all but very fuperior y
and though Germany produces more pringes than all Eurey
befides, it is not once ina ccmury that fhe produces a pr
that is a truly great man. * <
Mr. Fox contends that government is from the p
Mr. Wyndham that it is only for the people. Thefe phi
gical diftinétions are ot attended to by the rulers of Ge
* among whom even the word pesple is not to be logai.;
Jubjects, they know, are accuftomed to m;

-

This however fcems pretty certain, um
nm!hl in the neighbourhood of Mentz
mugﬁcgetou The prefent conduét of the Prufii

en the talents of that great monarch, hl,olldthrm
" oratory. As however they confidered themfelves facri
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and they are therefore fit inftruments in the hands
» power. Germany, it uwell known, is inhabited

: !*““’ manufacturers, and country gentlemen, the leading
defcriptions of Englifhmen, are there almoft wholly un.
. known. The three firft of thefe claffes are, during war,
ip their natural element ; and the lafl, who fuftain all the evils
pd all the burﬂlens, are as yet too abjedt and too xgnorant
e their fufferings dangerous to thofe by whom they arg
1, A perfeverance in the war will indeed deftroy
a ﬁtﬁe trade and manufaétures there are in Germany, and
théir governments (that of Hanover excepted, whofe

ry expenfcs are defrayed by England) univerfally bank.
ﬂpﬂ. The creditors of the ftates will be ruined, but the ex-
_ m of the courts and armies will not perhaps on that
be lefs. The ordinary revenue of a German
,vmdtpendu chiefly on the products of the foil, and
 dreadful muft be the opprefion indeed, before thefe fail. The
ntry will be taxed nfore and more to fupport increafing
hens, and the extortion of fuch taxes will rivet the po-
iporance through which alone thefe burthens are
ed. It is thus that the tyranny of the rulers and the
dation of the people muft keep equal pace; itis thus
defpotifm forms a natural alliance with ignorance
it 4‘aﬂ!::y charm of rational nature, and blunts every
ing. of .the human heart. There is indeeda point
ich the o"reﬂion of the moft abje& becomes no
fe—a point wh;b, if I miftake not, the defpotic go-
ents of ‘Europe are faft approaching. They have un-
‘to, fubdue the cnemics of kingly government in
_ are ftaking their whole credit on the iffuc of an




dation of their thtones will from that moment
infecure. :
Behold then, ohce mote, a erifis which has fwﬂiﬂ‘ -
occurred in hiftory ; which has prefented fo freqndid”
fo awful a warning to rulers, and has prefented it fo ,_'_‘ g
invain! A government bankrupt by its own wafte and
folly ; fenfible of its infecurity, and therefore )ealom,ﬁ%%“_
table, and oppreflives A people alrcady labouring under
almoft intolerable burthens, and fdoomed to fuffer others
more heavy ftill—cafting off with its prejudices, the hubiul‘
fubmiffion and refpect to its rulers,and imbibing thofe immus
table truths which are fo dangerous to oppreflors, and fomes
times indeed fo fatal to thofe who arc opprefled. Every day
the breach widens—the fword at length is dfawn and d 1
fcabbard caft away.—In the dreadful confliét which follows ﬁ
there is only one alternative; the government muft bé
overturned, or the people reduced to the condition of beafts,
We cannot have forgotten the caufes which have produced tﬂ‘s b
revolutions of Switzerland, Holland, and Enghnd—-wh‘ k|
have fo recently produced the revolution of qu;—-“

J
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the fate of Enghfhmen in this impending nﬁn-vh:dl me
barks our commerce, our manufactures, our revenué, |
haps our conftitution itfelf, the fource of all our blefling,
this defperate crufade of defpotifm and fuperftition
'mtchy and enthufiafm; in the courfe of which, how
it terminate, we can reap nothmg but misfortune
the iffue of which we may learn, that no human inf
wtmou,ofmmadminfaam :
Ia2 5 ;



'ﬁlour, your eternal hills—you can look down on the follies
- and thecrimes which defolate Europe with calmnefs and with

,!; pity, and anticipate the happy wmra when perhaps you may
% mediate univerfal peace. Sea-girt Britain might have en-

is fituation, had fhe known how to eftimate her blefl-
' kept aloof from the madnefs of the day.
3 »'_%t this moment the feflion of parliament clofes ;—a
; Mrﬁ:llncfs prevails over England, the natural confequence
i k aftonifhment at the fpreading deftruction, and of ftrong
E_ paffions violently fuppreffed. The Oppofition, deferted by
all thofe Jfeeble amateurs, whofe minds have not fu&icxent com-
- prehention to difcern the true intereft of their country, or’
~ whofe nerves are tooweak to bear up againft vulgar prejudice,
h endeavoured, but in vain,. to difcover the extent of our
rinental engagcmcnts, or the real objeéts of the war *.
o hundred and cighty members, ranging behind you, fup-
every meafure you propofe 3 and among the whole num-
, not a man "has been found to inquire of you openly, in
ame and in behalf of the people of England, how long
patience is to endure, and how far the progrefs of ruin is *
extend ¢
You have affumed on this awful occafion the whole re-
lity of public meafures, and your charaéter and tepu-
par, you miftakingly conceive, are whelly committed
fugcefsful iffue of the war. Your real friends muft
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- official career had tcrminated with the difcuffions on |

mities it is likely to p'oduee. The nat ¢
loved you * well—not wifely,” and it is partly i
of this, that at the prefent momcm her real

lized. In this day of diftrefs fhe is told to repofe i
ftitutional refponfibility of minifters. * Be ftill, ye.
« tants of the ifle, thou” whom the merchants of Zidon
“ pafs over the fea have replenifhed.”—Isa1aH.

what will filence do ? Will the refponfibility of minift
ftore her ruined trade, feed her ftarving manufacturers 3 w
it replace the hufband and father to the widow or the orp
er reftore to the aged parent his gallant fon 2 'Will it x
to life the brave men now mouldering in unhallowed ea
Flanders, jeint-tenants of a common grave with thofe agai
whom they fought ? *

¥ * w0» b *

I T were bold enough to appreciate your politicaf
M. Pitt, I fhould be inclined to allow the outfet of it &
ordinary merit. The fentiment of approbanotfthat atl' e
you was indeed almoft univerfal—you were the hope
good, the pride of the wife, the idol of your country.

gency, thongh one of the moft fatal of your mift
been committed before this, it may be qncfhoncd v



B
(
B
ﬁ

|

ds more frequent occafions of generous tnmaph and
b applaufe.~The errors that you have fallen into, are
ural for men long poflefled of power uncontrolled ; and
“in imputing them to you, I accufe you only of the weak~
nefles of human nature. It is not neceffary to 2 free people
10 have rulers exempt from fuch weakneffes ; but it is necefa
fary for them to watch and to guard againft thefe infirmities.
It is natural, I believe, for fuccelsful ambition to feek
mew objeés on which it may exert itfelf. Hence, after you

w fubdued oppofition in England, you iffued forth like

Hercules in queft of new adventures ; and traverfed
ﬁe continent of Europe to feck monfters whom you might

¢ ch You could not however but be fenfible, that

thereput:mon of a minifier of trade and finance, which
you had juftly obtained, was incompatible with that of
a great war minifter in the prefent ftate of the nation. You
took therefore the middle line ; you made preparations for
ming on every occaﬁon, but you took care not to {trike.
might perhaps’ bear the expenfe of arming, but

~eould not atually go to war; and this fecret, which your

ee fuccefliye armaments difcovered to all Europe, led

aratif.
In men long in pofleflion of power, a fecret {fympathy

: (unknown perhaps to themfelves) is gradually ftrengthening
-

ur of others in the fame fituation, and a fecret pre~
3 mmnntmg perhaps at laft to enmity, againft-oppofi~
power in every form. Hence the dangeana faw to
nd in the triumph of the patriots of Holland over the
of Orange, and the fafety we acq\m'ed"ﬁom the
ation of the Dutch by the Pruffian arms.—Hence alfo
trfe@ compofure with which you expeéted the con-

¥
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u on his death-bed to give yop the name of miniftre




invafion, and the overrunning of Flanders by th
arms. By the freedom of Brabant, the m—‘
England might be endangered ; but it became
cure in your eye, itfhould feem, by the extenfion of w
aver every corner of Europe, and the fucce(s of fore :
onets in rooting out Jiberty as weil as licentioufnefs b
France. f
It is alfo to the unhappy prejudices of your fituation M |
I attribute your want of moderation of temper on occafions of -
the utmoft moment ; yourallying your great talents with the
weak judgments and violent paflions of thofe around you ; and
your blindnefs (if fuch it be) to the real dangers of this come
mercial nation, and to the path of fafety and of true honour,
which it was no lefs your duty than your intereft to purfue. 'x‘ '_:,
In contemplating events of fuch magnitude as thofe
conneted with the French revolution, the utmoft cam
as well as comprehenfion of mind, is required—and more
particularly required in him who dire@ts the affairs of &+
great nation. Unhappily thefe qualitis are feldom found in
any ftation; and this revolution, fcen in part only, hasbecome
the obje&t of wild encqmium, or of bitter reprobation, as the |
prejudices of men have been affecled, or their fympathies ens
gaged. The moft prudent part perhaps for one whofe po-
litical fituation is influenced by the opinions he is fuppofed to
bold, is tobe filent on the fubjeét. It is unmhv ﬁa._ 0
extraordinary event may terminate, and its ultimate g
the human race cannot yet be afcertained. At pefmt;w :
ever, it is well known, that not in England only, but i
part of Europe, the dreadful excefles in Paris, and elfewl
~ have turned the tide of popular [entiment and opis
ftrongly againft the French. Even under the moft de




N here is any fcrlom daager fll!n the
ench principles; in England, where the m&nﬁonh
] it nmlly .good, and the people fo loyal and united ?-
‘theological and fectarian prejudices of different and oppofite
M&mn‘hwhch the affairs of France have been viewed,
’;iave w contributed moft fatally to bewilder the under-
g, and to inflame the prejudices of Englifhmen ; ; and
to be imputed in a great degree, that moft ﬁnguln
f ,_ hat the fafety of our conflitution has depended on
all our bleflings in this moft fruitlefs, expenfive;
oody war. That dclufion {for fuch I confider it) is
lhopc nearly over j and peace, which is the general in-
eft, will foon, I doubt not, be the univerfal with, Every
‘confideration calls loudly for it; and it may be much more
m%ﬁ:d now, when our enemies are humbled, and the
sople of England are {kill patient and filent, than at a future
eriod, when the invading armies may be checked or repulfed,
the nation is become openly impatient under the expenfe
iin of the war. A man of your fagacity will eafily dif-
» *- in times like the prefent, the gale of popular opi-
nitantly fhifting the point whence it blows, and
‘ltmuothetmﬁedtocaryyyoufovmd in your
prefes ,‘ ., in the face of great and increafing obftacles. -
& Wut ftate of affairs in this country, and on the
: of Ew pe, forms a fubject too interefting to be left
—but far too extenfive to be thoroughly
n the dimits of a letter like this, The

day thpt is paﬂing are MWM




terruptions of various kinds. Should what I have written have
the fortune to reach you, you will fee that it is addreffed to you
more * in forrow than in anger,” and on that account alone
that it is not wholly unworthy of your regard. But I would
farther perfuade myfelf that it may fuggeft topics for ferious
refle@tion, by imprefling on your mind the progrefs and unex-
.ampled extenfion of the war-fyftem throughout Europe; the
correfponding progrefs of the funding-fyftem ; the crifis
which this laft has in fome countries reached, and is every
where approaching ; and the probable as well as certain ef-
fe@s of this on our own commercial nation and on mankind
at large.

Hitherto you have taken it for granted, that though there
is a certain point of depreflion to which the commerce of this
country may fink in confequence of the war, yet that from

" this, as in former wars, it will naturally return. I have fug-
gefled to you, that this fuppofition is dangercus, as well as fal-
lacious, from the increafed progrefs of our debts and taxes,
from the locking up of the capital of our manufactures in
foreign debts, and from the growifig poverty as well as the
general bankruptcey that {preads over Europe, in confequence
‘of the continued preffure of former burthens, and the unex-
ampled extent and expenfe of the prefent war. T have not
ftated to you, under this head, the effeéts of a rapidly finking
revenue, or of the emigration of our people tc America ; bes
caufe thefe confiderations are fo extremely ferious that they

" cannot be mentioned without grief and alarm, and may form,
‘of themfelves, a very ample fubject for feparate difcuflion.
Mr. Dundas told us, in the houfe of commons, that our

commercial diftreffes arofe from our extraordinory profpe- -

itity, and boafted that all the world united with us in' the war
‘againft France. I have thewn that his afferfion isa poor fo-

~ “phifin, and his boaft a fubje¢t of forrow and apprehenfion.
" Mr. Wyadham exprefied  his acquiefeence in the lofs of
S K our
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eur commerce, if we might retain our conftitution 5 and on the
fame ground of preferving our conftitution, this perilous

~war has been often defended by yourfelf, your followers, and
& great part of the nation. I have made out to you, what I
know not how, as chancellor of the exchequer, you can well
be ignorant of, that our commerce and our conftitution have
a moft intimate dependence on each other ; and that when
the union is formed by twenty-four millions of taxes,
tythes; and poor-rates, and two hundred and fifty millions of
debt, they may be confidered as embarked in the fame adven-
ture, and as likely to perith in the fame ftorm,

How the war commenced I have endeavoured to explain,
and you will confider in your calmer moments, whether you
really exerted yourfelf to preferve peace by negociation, in-
ftead of procuring it by arms ; and to what profit you have
turned the honeft affeCtion of your countrymen for their
-conflitution and king, and the generous indignation with
which they furveyed the madnefs and brutality of their neigh-
bours. :

On various occafions during this bloody conteft I have
~dhewn that the peace of Europe was.in our power ; that it
“awas in our power recently on the retreat of Dumourier, and

“after we ourfelves had tafted the calamities of war. Why it
was reje@ed you muft yourfelf explain ;=1 have defcribed
the congrefs at Antwerp, and am no farther mafter of the
; uﬁlbjc&.
. The views that you conceal cannot be afcertained, bur*
what you have actually performed is not liable to mif-
uppmhcnﬁon. I have fuggefted to you, that you have
«uhaQ Englithmen in the interefts and in the councils of
Mwho fmmedthetreatyof Pillnitz 3 who retain
'-&ymindmm;vhomtherealcau{c of the tri-
“‘ﬂﬂdthe Jacebin party in France over limited monars
’dm!bom in fa the pretext that the prefent anar.
’4\‘» $ A chifts
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rate proceedings; and who, by their recent conduct in Po-
land, have given fuch proofs of their ambmm as well as of
their power, as muft fill the heart of every friend of his fpe-
cies with horror and alarm. That the deftroyers of the

conftitution of Poland can be friendly to our own, the mo-
delon which it was formed, no one will believe.  They are
the deadly foes of liberty throughout the world j and T might

have fhewn you, that in the deftruction of our revenue and
commerce, the bulwarks will be removed which fecure us

from their overwhelming force. I might alfo’ have poim‘_

out the danger of fending our army to fight under their ban- -
mers, and our princes to aflociate in their councils j~~but

there are fentiments of ferious alarm which a lover of his

country muft deeply feel, that in this feafon of dcluﬁonn ;

may be dangerous to utter.
Of the two motives for continuing the war, fccnntytll
compenfation, I have confidered that which alone I can un~
derftand, the former; and have fhewn that the attempt to
take and to feparate from France.its frontier towns on tbfb
north, is full of difficulty and hazard, and that while it may -
render the war doubly bloody and defperate, it can afford
no fecurity beyond what might be obtained from fortifying
_-Autftrian Flanders, afrcady in our power. The true fecurity
to this country arifing from the fettlement of the French go-
vernment, I have endeavoured to fhew, is not promoted, but
abfolutely prevented by the prefent invafion, which, lhould#
be repelled, may leave unfortified Brabant, as well as. Hdv
land, an eafy conquetft to the republican arms, T
In the fearful tragedy which is now alling on the theatre

of Europe, you have unhappily made England one of the per.
fons of the drama, and fhe cannot but aét a pargyof unparal,
lded importance. You have affumed the dirc@ioniof i
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and “Jau of the enlightened, and the real interefts of at
“h prefent race of mankind, may be at iffue on your
fingle counfels. More than one falfe ftep you have already
made - the precipice is diretly in your path, that leads to
incvitable deftru&ion. 1 know the temptations and the dif-
ficulties of your fituation—we will forget the paft, but if you
advance, how fhall you be forgiven ?
In confidering the alpect of the prefent times, I am fome-
times affe@ed with deep melancholy; yet I am not one of
_thofe who defpair of the fortunes of the human race.
g M the thick clouds and darknefs that furround us, I
_ difcern the workings of an overruling mind. Superftition I
. know is the natural offspring of ignorance, and governs in
the dark ages with a giant’s ftrength.—~Unaflifted reafon isa
feeble enemy : oppofed to fuperftition, reafon, in days of ig-
morance,is a dwarf. In the order of providence, enthufiafm
«arifes to refift fuperftition—to combat a monfter with a mon~
fer’s force. 'What did Erafmus in the days of Luther?
MWhatwould Lowth have done in the days of Wycliffe, or Blair
- inthofe of Knox ? In the councils of Heaven, mean and wick-
~ iedinftruments are often employed for the highelt purpofes.
. Fheauthors of the reformation were many of them ignorant,
fierce, and even bloody 3 but the work “itfelf was of the moft
‘and moft univerfal benefit to the human race. The
defporifm of pricits then received its death-wound, and the def~
gotifm of princes has now perhaps fuftained a imilar blow.
«=Pure religion has furvived and improved after the firft ; the
; true*fcience of government may improve after the laft, and
be built every where on the folid foundations of utility and
* law. ‘Before fuch happy confequences enfue, dreadful com-
’ indeed be expe&ted over Europe, commotions
and perhaps England only, may, if fhe is wife,
efcape.




before the intelle&tual

; will, Itrutt, find the air more pure and balmy,

g
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and the fkies more bright and ferene.

fucceed them
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p iN printing a fecond cdition of this letter, it may not be
| ufelefls to enquire, how far the events which have happened
fince iggfirft piiblication correfpond to the reprefentations, or
illuftrate the reafonings, it contains.
Your warmeft and moft injudicious partizans, Mr. Pitt,
- will not deny that the bankrupt ftate of the continental

b our allies, becomes every day more evident.—Eng-
’ g have had a melancholy proof of the nature of the

nections they have formed, not merely in the fubfidies to
| Hanover, or to that flower of chivalry the Prince of Hefle
(who fells the lives of his fubjects at the rate of thirty banco
crowns for each), but in the fuccours demanded by the
‘Autftrians to enable them to keep the field ; in the ruin of the
commerce as well as the finance of Ruflia (when the ruble,
“y the regular opérations of its government, is reduced, in
; ign exchange, to lefs than half its value) ; and in that
. moft unprecedented of all treaties with the King of Sardinia,
‘which we are to pay him two hundred thoufand pounds
ally, to keep up his own army, fur the defence of his

‘Though the merchants of this kingdom felt the fad ef-
L fects of the war firft, it was predicted, that on the manufac-
| turers it would fall with the moft unrelenting ruin. The
B of this is now undeniable—even the woollen and iron
. of manufalture, which in former wars in a great
e efcaped, are now almoft in a ftate of ftagnation—
He who handled the fhuctle for three fhillings a day, muft
&” fixpence, and handle the fpear ;—and many of the
thtened and virtuous aﬁ'ctmnofdmmnhtmona

ny fo fuccefsful in thﬂr‘&grmlﬂiamthhufy
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vice on the frontiers of France, where the mm
tion” muft be [ought, notmthebbrmesm

hoftile fortrefs, “ and in the cannon’s mouth.” b v e
The reafoning refpeiting paper-money is aﬂ'o,,,_
firmed—So far from this being the caufe of our ;
diftreffes, it is now found, under proper rcgulatmnc.wm 'é
belt alleviation for them that the times admit; and a Bankis *
propofed at Glafgow, and one has been eitablifhed at le
pool, for this exprefs purpofe.
What was obferved on the fubjet of the fuppofed M
and confpiracies, which have fo fatally bewildered the:
derftandings of men, feems alfo to be firengthened by |

......

lic mind.—The zeal and activity of government have mﬁi.-
tuted various profecutions, and leave no reafon’ to fuppofe,
that, through miftaken lenity, tregfon or fedition have been
fpared. As yet, however, the fhadow of a confpiracy hu |
not been difcovered If there be men, Mr. Pitt, lurhng in
the bofom of their country, who have plotted with Franq; |
. for the deftruction df our conftitution, let their guilty &ogd
ftream on the fcaffold ; the minifter, who would fpare them,
is himfelf a traitor—but let not the friends of their kw ]
country, who oppofe your prefent meafures, be mvolqur
fo foul a charge, “ to fright the ifle from its propriety,”

to involve Us ftill deeper in this ruinous war.

felves, that the fafety of England depends on her perﬁh'il
the invafion of France, till monarchy fhall be forced on that
kingdom by the allied arms ; the occnnmcuefﬂahim.-
m o thceonhmt may abate thcsrmﬁdun,.



the increafed expenfes of the war will téqdlq
evident; new methods and objefts of taxation—thefe,

wounded commerce and our diminifhed confumption
- eannot poffibly fupport ; and the neceflity of increafing the
, Tand tax is slready incurred :—but if the war continues,
~ eight fhillings in the pound will do little towards the fupport
“&Mewmm, which, even on the peace eftab-
- m&m« ‘poor-rates be included), axmdy exceeds the
. grofs amount of all the landlords’ rents in England—a tax on
'. nds, of which the Dutch have long ago fet us the exam-
y,' therefore, be expected, and may at laft roufe the
| monied mén from that blind and felfith acquiefcence in the

~ meafures of every adminiftration, which has been the chief
E: fupport of our war-politicks.—A friend, Sir, to the family on
&m mmir hrmted monarchy, and our con{ﬁtunmef .

mytc to ward off the impeudmg ahm&l.l
wmofmgperfomed my duty,
}u&nd love ! look down in mercy on thy
tures, and bid hatred, madnefs, and murder ceafe !
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ON the 26th of laft December, his Majelty by a

gracious meflage to both Houles of Parhament,
tommun:cated with the utmoft concern, the abrupt
scrmination of the late negouiuon with France, and
cdirected the details of the embafly to be laid before

*hiem for their confideration,

Upon this occafion 1t appeared, that the negotiation
had terminated uvpon a ditferenge rotally unconneted
with the onginal caufes of the war. It was manifeft, that
this country had completely abandoned the principles
which, 1n the face of all Europe, the great confede-
racy agawnft France had afligned as the Juftification
of hoftiliies. The retumn of peace (now removed to
an incalculable diftance) turned enurcly upon terrie
torial ceffions, neither 10 fa&t nor in principle con-
tefted at the time of the rupture, but which, as will

appear by the following pages, were put at the feet
B of
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of Great Britain, as the arbitrefs of univerfal tran-
quillity.

This was our conditiod. The objeét of the con-
teft totally funk, but the conteflt continuing without
profpe& of conclufién, ope hundred millions of debt
added to the former grievous weight of national in-
cumbrances} many channels of our commerce ob-
ftruéted, and our manufactures fuffering in pro-
portion ; objelts of revenue within the pale of luxury
threatening unproduttion from the neceflity of ex-
tending them beyond what luxuries will carry , whilt
the finews of the laborious poor were cracking under

the burdens already impofed upon all the neceffaries
of dife.

The Englith people had heretofore been charaéte-
Kfed by an extreme jealoufy of their government;
By 4 difpofition rather to magnify, and even to ima-
gine cvils, than to fubmit wAthout inquiry te actual
and unexampled calamities. A great public fenfa-
fion niighr, ther¢fore, have beéen expefted fiom fuch

tonjuncture ; more efpecidlly as the near approach
‘of peace had been induftrioufly circulated and amxi-
‘vafly tnvicipated ; yet; as-far ds Thitve been able to
ol mylel, Ho ‘public' evert o any magititede
eWer Upprared 1o be receiveit with fnbre peiREt in-
Wience and uncoricern. Inftéad- of -any défire to
‘gUettion the prisdestésf the public eoimeils, ‘1o re-
witl the ‘paft,or to-provide for the fotuhey ®ap-
‘peared o e iore than evét e Prevaiing, wid

Reemingly
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feemingly exulting maxim, that government muft
be fupported ; mixed too with a cohfiferable de-
gree of bitternefs againft all who queftioned i
proceedings.

That government muft be fupported ié a mvaginh
juft and incontrovertible, when properly underftobds
But the adminiftration and the government have éf
late been confounded. A change in the oné is
confidered as a fubverfion of the other ; and-a Wif-
pofition to remove abufes, under any regulations,
is accounted, gven by thofe who admit and lament
their exiftence; as an attack upon the conftitution
which fuffers from them.

It is from this wide-fpread fenfation that the
authors of our prefent calamities are cherithed and
fupported, even by thofe” who condemn thém ;
whilft they, who with wifdom and perfeverance have
oppofed all the meafuies which produced them,
are difcountenanced ard diftrufted.

Such an unnatural change in the feelings and
charaters of Englithmen has naturally given rife to
fpeculations upon its caufes. It is impoffible to
afcribe it wholly either to the general increnfe of
luxury, or to the enormous increafle of the crown’s
influence : thefe are capable, indeed; of ptoducing
great changes in the public chara®er, and'areifatt
producing them ; but their midrch 'is too flow ta
have reached fo fuddenly to .the pitch we arc.ar-

B2 fived
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rived at, The ftate of the public mind muft there,
fore be otherwife accounted for, and another caufe
hasaccordingly begn affigned for jt---the phengme-
non of the French revolution, and its mighty influ-
ence upon the higher orders of men. Thisis true
ip part ; the Freach reyolution is the caufe, but not
the only caufe; it would have probably fubfided
quickly, and with confequences extremely different,
but for the cotemporary phenomenon of the powey
and gharacter of the Britith minifter,

Within all our memories another great revolution
had taken place, {carcely lefs ftriking and extraordi-
nary, as it applied to alarm the government of Great
Britain. The foundation of republican America had
a fimilar, if not an equal, tendency tq produce the
fame difpofition in the people to an indifcrimjpate’
fypport of minifters. If degrees of comparifons were
neceflary to my argument, 1 might affert, that the
zra of the American war had even a more natural
and obvious tendency than the later one in France
to colleét the landed and monied intereft of England
in a blind fupport of the minifters of the day.

The revolution in America, like the revolution of
France, exhibited ro the warld the danger of fuffer-
ing the general grievances of a people, real or ima-
ginary, to remain paredrefled ; but with this firi-
ki difference-«-the revolution in France was the
fubverfion of a foreign government ; that of Ame-
ricg was the deftrution of our own: the difcon-

tenty
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tents that provoked the Freach to reiiltsnce werg
abufes which could not be felt by Englithmen un«
der any mifgovernment ; but the Americans were
revolted fubjeéis, and the caufe of their revolt was
the abufes and corruptions in our pwn conftication 3
the very abufes and corruptions which are comy
plained of to this hour. Yet fo impoffible is itta
take any carret accaunt of the events of the world,
without attending to the characters of men who are.
the altors in them ; fo vain is it to think of tracing
civil confequences from their Gaufes, as if we were
dealing with the operations of inatter, thar, unlefs
we look ta the accidental impulles arifing from in-
dividual predominancy, we fhould be conftantly
deceived. The American conwvulfiSh produced a
fenfation in England directly the reverfe of what is
feltat this moment ; and the fame man gave to the
two events, o calculated to have produced corref-
ponding effects, a direétion and confequedices dia-
metrically oppofite. With the one he roufed the
Britith democracy to threaten the corruptions of the
ather orders which had rtainted and enflaved it ;
with the other he now frightens the people into a
furrender of their beft privileges, and claims the
title of an upright minifter upon principles which
he repeatedly and folemnly declared to be utterly
inconfiftent with the very exiftence of an uprighs
admioiftration.

Jemay be faid, that the two revolutions were very
gifferent. ——Vcry different indeed.—It is now too
late
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late4s rail at or fight with the one, and our railing
and fighting have created almoft all the evils of the
gther. America and France began their revotutions
wpon the fame principles, but with very different
fortunes. America had no ancient internal anfto-
eracy—France had nothing elfe. America had to
contend with England only; a contention which
gave her France to protect her: Fiance had to con-
tend againft the world. When Fongland had ex-
baufted and difgraced herfelf, Ameiica was theiefore
free; but France had to exbauft and difgrace the
world, and 1n the dreadful effort has been driven 1o
extremities which fiequently has difgraced herfelf.
But, with thefe accidental differences, the objetts
were the fame : difcontent occafioned by abufes pro-
duced both revolutions. Both governments might
have continued monarchical,if corrupt power would
have fubmitted to correftion : they are now both
free reprefentative republics; and if corruption
will not yet be correfted, let her look to herfelf.

During the firft of thefe great zras,Mr. Pitt began
his public life, under circumftances {o {plendid and
fo honourable to himfelf, that, having no perfonal
enmity towards him, it is painful to me to recur to
them ; indeed, if any part of what is written here-
after thall appear to be ditated by fo unworthy a
motive, 1 utterly and folemnly difclaim it., 1 make
no atiack upon his private charater; but the pub-
Iic exiftence is at fiake : Mr. Pitr is a minifter in a
moft awful crifis: 1 feel a duty in examining his

condgect
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conduét in that capacity, and thy ‘public cpadu in
oppofing him is equally open te the animifivérfion
of the world. <t is only by looking back tothe palt
that we can hope to corref the futurey sad when
delufion has overfpread a nation, the illominstion
of an angel would only darken ir, unlefs the caufes
of it were firft dctected and expofed. To obrain fes
curity for England, we muft look back to the time
when the was at peace: we muft examine the caufes
and progrefs of the war ; muft retrace all our fteps,
and look, if we dare, to what they lcad.

Towards the clofe of the American war, Mr. Pitt
(a boy almoft), faw the corrupt condition of Patlia-
ment, from the defet in the reprefentation of the
people, with the eyes of a matuie flatelman : the ea-
gle eyes of his father had feen 1t before hun, and the
thunder of his eloquence had made it tremble. Lord
Chatham had dete@icd and expofed the rank cor-
ruption of the Houfe of Commons as the fole caufe
of that fatal quatrel, and left it as alegacy to his fon
to avenge and to corntet t. The youthful ex-
ertions of Mr. Pirt were worthy of the delegation.
—I'rom my acquaintance wich him, both beforc and
upon his firft entrance into public life, J have no
doubt of his perfe&t fincerity in the caufe he then
uhdertook ; and the marurity of his judgment, even
at that time, with which I was well acquainsed,
Tecures his conduct from the rathne(s of unthiakiag
youth. His efforts are in the memory of the whaole
public; and their mifcarriage at that time are nor,
in my epiaion, to be imputed to him.

2 Cox
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Cotruption and abule, always uniform, oppofed
to Mr. Pitt’s propofitions of reformation the identi~
cal objections which, under bis owm aufpices, they
oppofe to all reformation now ; and Parliament at
that time, like the late Parliament, for motives
which I leave to every man’s own reflettion, reje&-
ed reformation in all its fhapes. Within the walls
of the Houfe of Commons, the proprietors of bo-
roughs exprefled their indignation (as they have
lately, and as they would to-morrow) that fucha
prepofterous time fhould be chofen for alteration,
however wife or tegulated, as the conclufion of the
American war ; the empire, they faid, had been
sent afunder by the fermentation of political opi-
nions ; that our colonifts had become republicans ;
and that if the door were once opened to changes,
who fhould prefcribe their limits ?

Thefe aiguments tiiumphed in the Houfe of Com-
mons, but Mr. Pitt triumphed with the difinterefted
part of the nation. His arguments for chufing that '
crifis were convincing and unan{werable. The caufe of
reform was highly popular, and men of the greateft
rank and fortune took the lead in ic.  Irregularities of
cpurfe were committed, bat the public mind was
found. Libels on Parliament at chat time, as fince,
were written; but Mr. Pitt’s were unqueftionably the
ficongedt and the beft.  Public meetings, to take the
fenife of the prople upon the coaduét of the Houfe of
Cowmions in rejefting the propofition, were univer-
fally pi@moted ; but thefe of Mr. Pitt, at the Thatched
Houfe Tavern, (as might be expetted from his talents

' d,
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of the Houfe of Commons, the proprietors of bo-
roughs expreffed their indigpation (as they have
lately, and as they would to-morrow) that fuch a
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Thefe arguments trinmphed in the Houfe of Com-
mons, but Mr. Pitt triumphed with the difinterefted
part of the nation. His arguments for chufing that * |
erifis were convincing and unanfwerable. The caufe of
reform was highly popular, and men of the greateft
rank and fortune took the lead in it. Irregularities of
cpurfe were committed, but the public mind was
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reformers: that the French revolution had intervened;
that it had caufed a great fermentation in the minds
of men; that it appeared to have given to the zeal
of fome Buitifh reformers a tinge of republicanifm ;
and that the effects and confequences of that grear
event had read an awful leflon to the world, Had
Mr. Pitt acted with good faith upon thefe con-
fiderations, if he really entertained them, I know
enough of the charafter of his underftanding to be-
lieve thar his conduét would have been different;
and his original principle, on which he refted the
whale of his memorable argument for the reform of
Parliament, confirms me in that belief. Mr. Pirt’s
principle, illuftiated by the American conteft, was,
that the holding high the abufes of government had
been the foundation of all danger and vialence to its
authority. He would therefore have again brought
forwaid the Buufh c.onﬁitution in its purity, as an
antdote to republican fpeculations ; confident that
from his fituation, and from the double hold he
would have had by it over the nation, he might
have given the fpirit of reform fus own direction,
ard moulded it to his own will.  But unfortunately
for lungland, he could not do this wiTaouT AT
LEAST A TEMPORARY SACRIFICE OF HIS STATION
AS MINISTER ; Mr. Rutr, therefore, chofe to remain
in his ftation upon the only principles in which, with-
out reform, it could poffibly be maintained.

Having made this election, it is impoffible, with-
out the grafict injuftice, to deny thac he has cone
3 ducted
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duted himfelf with mafterly fkill, ‘44d with & bold-
nefs without example in the hiftory of the minifter
of any regular government. ’ The enthufiafm for
Englifh reform, animated in its zeal from the ftrug-
gles of the firt reformets of France, when the Baftile
fell, and when the Parliament of Paris. opened its
doors to the reprefentatives of the pation, began to
affume an energy of which wifdom and virtue might
have taken the fafe dire®ion, but which, 1 admit, at
the fame time, required either to be managed by a
liberal fupport from government, or to be checked
in its exceffes by a prudent and conftitutional re-
ftraint. The Britith minifter took neither of thefe
courfes.  Tooold in office to put his fituation to ha-
zard, by fupporting the liberal principles which be-
ftowed it; too bold and too ftrongly fupported to
employ caution in his remedy; embittered, perhaps,
with the refle¢tion of his own-defeGion, and with the
reproaches levelled at him, he feems to have refolved
to cut the Gordian knot with a fword. Alarmed at
the contagion of liberty from France, he determined
to cut off all communication between the two na-
tions, and to keep them feparated at the chance, or
rather the certainty, from his own creation, of a
general war in Europe,

For this purpofe the honeft but irregular zeal
of fome focieties, inftituted for the reform of' Par-
liament, furnifhed a feafonable but a contemptible
pretext; they had fent congratulations ro the French
goverpment when it had ceafed to be morarchical ¢

Ca in
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in their correfpondencics through the country on
the abufes and corruptions of the Britifh confti-
tution, they had unfostunately mixed many ill-timed
and extravagant encomiums upon the revolution
of France, whilft its pradice, for the time, had
broke loofe from the principles which deferved them
and, in their jult indigeation towards the con-
federacies then forming in Europe, they wrote
many fevere ftrictures againft their monarchical efta-
blithments, from which the mixed principles of our
own government were not diftinétly or prudentdy
feparated. They wrote befides, as an incitement to
the reform of Parliament, many bitter obfervations
upon the defective conftitution, and the confequent
corruptions of the Houfe of Commons; fome of
which, according to the juft theory of the law, were
unquettionably libels,

.~ Thefe irregulanities and excefles were, for a con-
{iderable length of time, wholly overlooked by
government.  Mr, Paine’s works had been exten-
fively and indnftrioufly circulated &hroughout Eng-
land and Scotland; the correfpondencies, which
above a year afterwards became the fubjet of the
ftate trials, had been printed in every newfpaper,
and fold without queftion or interruption in every
thop in the kingdom; when a circumftance took
place, not galculated, one would imagine, to have
ocgalioried any additional alarm to the country, but
‘which, ( mixed with the cffects og the public from Mr.
Birke's firft celc‘_Bratcd publication on the French

Revo-
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Revolution,) feems to” have gives, rifrrto the Kiog'
Proclamation, the firft a&t of government tegardiag
France and her affairs,

A few gentlemen, not above fifty in mumber, ahd
confifting principally of perfons of rank, talents, and
chara&er, formed themfelves into a fociety, under the
name of the Fiiends of the People. They had
obferved with concern, as they profeffed in the pub-
lithed motives of their affociation, the grofsly unequal
1eprefentation of the people in the Houfe of Com-
mons; its effefts upon the meafures of govern-
ment; bur, above all, its apparent tendency to
lower the dignity of Purliament, and to deprive it of
the opinion of the people. Their avowed object wasy
therefore, to bring the very caufe, which Mr. Piw
had fo recently taken the lead in, fairly and refpets
fully before the Hoult of Cammons; in hopes, a3
they declared, to tranquilife the agitated part of the
public, to reftore affc@ion and tefpeét for the legie
flature, fo neceflury to fecure fubmiffion to its au-
thority ; and, by 'concentrating the views of all re-
formers to the prelervation of our invaluable contticu-
tion, to prevent that fermentation of political opinion,
which the French revolution had undoubtedly given
rife to, from taking a republican dire&ion in Great
Britain.* Thefe were not only the profeffed objedty
of this affociation, but the truth and goed faith of

* T declare, upon my honour, thefe were my reafons fevbed
coming & member of that fociety,

them
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them. reeeived afterwards the fan&@ion of judiclal
authority, when their proceedings were brought for-
ward by government in the courfe of the ftate trials,

Neverthelefs, on the very day that Mr. Grey, at
the defire of this fmall fociety, gave notice of his
intended motion in the Houfe of Commons, there
was am ‘inftantaneous movement amongft minidters,
as if a great navonal confpiracy had been difcover-
ed. No al of government appeared to have
been in agitation before that period, although the
correfpondencies before alluded to had, for months,
been public and notorious, and there was fcarcely
an mformation, even for a hibel, upon the file of the
Court of King’s Bench. Neverthelefs, a ceuncil
was almoft immediately held, and his Majefty was
advifed w iffue his royal proclamation of the 21t
of May, 1792, to roofe the vigilance and attention of
the magftrates thioughout the kingdom to the vigo-
pous difcharge of ther duties.

If this had been the only obje& of the proclamation,
and if it had been followed up by no other proceed-
ings than the fuppreflion of libels, and a coercive
refpe@ for the authorities of Parliament, it would
have been happy for England; unfortunately it
feemed to have other objeéts, which, if as a fubjeét
of the country 1 bave no right to condema, 1 may at
deaft, with the freedom of hiftory, be now allowed
w0 Jamnent.

The
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The proclamation had unqueftiopably for its ob:
Jje& to fpread the alarm againft French principles;
and, to da it effectually, all principles were confidered
as French by his Majefty’s minifters which queltioned
the infallibility of their own government, or which
looked towards the leaft change in the reprefentation
of the people in Parliament.

If it had iffued, however, under the authority of
the Britith miniftry only, it probably could nom
have produced its important and unfortunate effelts,
But the minifter, before he advifed the meafure, had
taken care to fecure the difunion of the Whig party,
which had hitherto firmly and uniformly oppofed
both the principles and practice of his adminiftration,
To this body I gloried to belong, as I fill do to
cling even to the weather-beaten pieces of the wreck
which remains of it. Neither am I afhamed of the
appellation of party, when the phrafe is properly une
derftood ; for without parties, cemented by the union
of found principles, evil men and evil principles
cannot be fuccefsfully relited. T flatter myfelf that
the people of England will not hattily believe, that
1 have ever been aduaed in my public conduét by
intereft or ambition,

The Whig party, as it has been called, was
infignificant indeed from its pumbers, and weak
from the formidable influence of the crown in the
hands of its adverfaries ; but formidable, neverthelefy,
from illuftrious rank, great property, and fplendid

talents;
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talents; Ml more from an opinion of public integ-
rity, which formed a ftrong hold upon the minds
of the country. I look back with the moft heart-
felt and difpiriting forrow to the divifion of this
fittle phalanx, - whofe union upon the principles
which frft bound them together might, in fpite of
diffcrences of opinion in matters concerning which
good men may fairly differ, have preferved the peace
of the world, re-animated the forms of our own con-
fivation, and averred calamities, the end of which T
trémble to think of.  Refle@ting, however, as I do,
upon the frailties of human is1ture, adverting to the
deceptions which may be pra&ifed upon it, and which
men, by infenfible degrees, unconfcioufly prattife
upon themfelves; compelled by candour to keep in
view the unexampled crifis of the French revolution,
the horrors which disfigured it, the alarms infeparable
trom it, but, above all, the dexterous atifices which it
furnithed to inflame and to miflead; I wifh to draw
a veil over the ftages which divided ftatefmen and
friends, at they very moment of all others when they
ought to have drawn clofer togcth..r, and when their
anion might have preferved their country. 1 fhall,
therefore, content myfelf with obferving, that before
the King’s Proclamation was iffued, the fupport of
the Duke of Portland had not only probably been
fecured to it, but the affent of fome of the moft dif-
tinguifhed perfons in the oppofition had been well
underftodd to the whole of that fyftem of meafures
whith enlléd in the war with France.

The
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The proclamation, thus fupportea, was planted as
the only genuine banner of loyalty throughout the
kingdom, voluntary bodies, to ftrengthen the exe-
cunve power bv maintaining profecutions, were every
where mftituted.  Society was rent afunder, and the
harmony and freedcm'of Enghth manners were, for
a feafon, totally deftroyed,

It was at this period that the feeds of war were
fown, which ever fince we have been unfortunately
reaping. Nothing 15 more diftant from my temper,
or my purpole, than to faften the chaige either of
cortuption or folly upon all who were feized with
this alarm, or who even contribured to its propaga-
tion. Muany worthy and wredhgent perfons, fuperior
to commron weahndlis, nd 2loof from all meannefs,
were undoubtedly hurried away by its u fluence. It
Is far more pleafant to ne to hope, that many of
thofe who were athive 1n ipreadmg the delufion were
themfcives deluded, than to featter imputation upen
thoufands who may be wifer and better than myfelf.
The public, 10 a cooler hour, will be prepared to
make the proper diftin&tions, and to feparate the in-
nocent from the guilty. But the effefts were not
the lefs mufchievous, whatever might have been the
mouves; and the delufion, however it may be yet
difguifed by the caufes which produced it, will ap-
pear in the future hiftory of England as a blot in the
annals of an enlightened age and of a fies countsy..

D The
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The fpirit which became prevalent about this time,
which bore down every thing before it, and prepared
the nation for war, was an abfolute horror of every
thing connefted with France, and even for liberty
itlelf, becaufe France avowed to be contending for
it. It confounded the cafual intemperance of an en-
Jarged and warmn zeal for the freedom and happinefs
of mankind with a tendency to univerfal anarchy,
and to a refiftance of all governments: it confidered
an jrritable fenfe of the evils attending the Chriftian
fuperftitions, ard a complacency under their rapid
declenfion, as a decided apoftacv from the church,
and as the fure teft of irreligion, and even of atheifin
itfelf, It fet down as a declared enemy to monarchy,
however exifting by confent, and poized, like our
own, by the balances of a popular conftitution, every
man who did not throw up his cap when combined
defpotifm was tiampling upon the eftablithments, and
cafting lots for the ternicories of free men, or wha
dared to exult and triomph when a murderous ma-
nifefto was thruft down the throats of the tgrants who
uttered it, and when a great penple, determined to be
free, fucceeded in repelling the lawlefs invaders of
their country.

Thefe were the feelings which minifters at this
period imputed to large claffes of the people of Great
Britain, and of our fifter kingdom.

The imputation was made with truth: the infe-

yeope qnly was fallacious and wicked, If the well-
founded
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founded imputation of thefe fenfations, and the habits
of publicly exprefling them, be political guilt, 1 for
one plcad guilty ; and I thank God, above all his
other bleflings, that he has indelibly imprefled them
upon my underflinding aod my heart, But let us
examine what were the public fruits of thefe dange-
rous emotions, which rendered it neceflary to convert
the nation, as it were, into a laige prifoa, by reftiidive
laws, by internal nulitary flatons, and by the fepa-
rations of external war.

Confiderable bodies of the people were defirous of
ftirring tl.e quellion of reform at a time when Mr.
Putt had lavd 1 down, z.d the followers of the Duke
of Richmond (ther a cabinet mufte: of the King)
were not only the moft numerous, but were diftin-
guithed by the lengths to which they feemed to puth
their views vpon the fubje® ; vitws which I admit to
have been very little fhort of thofe which the Duke
himfelf had avowed and atted upon a few years
before.

Whillt it continues to be the office of courts of
Juftice to decide upon evidence, I fhall maintain this
to have been the extent of the defigns which at the
date of the proclamation, or which at any time after-
wards, prevailed in this country. Not a man had
been then convitted, nor has now, whilft I am wrmng,
for any treafon againft the fate, though r.he laws
have been new caft and manufaured to rcach ca_f:ga
which the venerable inftitutions of our forefathers did

D2 ot
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not touch; and no confpiracy againtt the govern-
ment had then, or has to this hour, been deteéted.
Libels, indeed, both then and fince, as at all other
periods, were undoubtedly wiitten by mifchievous,
turbulent, and mifguided individuais. But the com-
munity at large was found, and the obje& which gave
the real offence was virtuous and Jaudable. Tt was
to reform the reprefentation of the Houfe of Com-
mons, by the ways of the conftitution, by an endeavour
te collet ilic public fentiment, and to produce it be-
fore Parliament. 1 hree Fnglith juries determined this
to have been the obje@, and the crown never invited
a fourth to contradiét them. ‘T'he obje&, thercfore,
was virtuous and Jaudable ; and if the conflitution
is to be preferved, the renewed purfuit will alone
preferve it; and it might then have been fecured
without a ftruggle, without a war with France, and
without fear of her revolution—if thofe who have
the deepeft intereft in the ftate had not been afiaid of
Excrisn liberty.

I never fhall be the definder of popular exceffes,
nor of commotions which can endanger the peace of
my country; God forbid that I fhou'd: but I know
they never can arife, if men, who ftand on the vantage
ground in fociety, will only behave with common
honefty and common fenfe. It is not yet too late
for the bigher orders of this country to confider well
this fubjeét. Let me imploie them, while yet prac-
ticable, to give a fafe direftion to a fpirit which

nsither Laws nor Wars will reprefs.
This
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This fpirit is at prefent high in Ireland, and the
recent zeal of that brave and virtoous people has
completely dete&ted the falfe and pernicious calum-
nies upon both countrics. It has demonftrated that
a defire to reform abules in the government is not ag
all conne@ted with difloyalty to its cftablithment, and
that the reftoration of a free conftitution by the wif~
dom and fpiric of a nation has no aliiance with, but,
on the contrary, is utte:ly aborrent to a fubmiffion
to foreign force.

The late attempt upon Ireland ought neverthe-
lefs to ke the deepelt impieffion upon the govern-
ment of lingland.  The very fenfation occafioned by
it, and our congiatulations upon the fupport of the
elements, is in e § a condennation of the meafures
purfued in that ccunuy.

If Ireland were condudled as fhe ought to be, what
dependence, in Goa's nave, could we have 1o place
upon the winds? Could a proteétive governiment of
three millions of mcn, happy under the enjoyment of
our free conftitttion, bave occafion to look to a wea-
ther-glafs for its fafety againft twenty thoufand men?
or could any thing but a hope of difunion, held
cut to an enemy by the ¢fc&s of a narrow policy,
have fuggelted fo weak and fceble an expedition ?

This is a hope that will remain unextinguifhed in
France, and which may be cxpefted to produce

tuture and more dangerous exprditions, unlefs fatis-
fa&ion
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fa&ion be éivcn to the feelings of that country. It
1s a dangerous mode of reckoning, that becaufe the
people have not manifefted their difcontent by invit-
ing an enemy, they are therefore to be confideied as
contented ; or, that their withes may be the more
fafely neglefted. It is jtfﬁiy obferved by Locke,
that nations, inftead of being prone to refift their
governments without caufe, require Jong continued
neglet and provocation to roufe them even to a
reafonable and juftifiable 1efiftance.  But he follows
this obfervation by rem nding the rulcis 6t ftates and
Kingdoms, that this difpofiton lcaves them neither
juftification nor protection when theu authorities are
fubverted; and that the degree of difguft, which will
at laft furely overturn them, is not matter of fafe or
rational calculation: that the progrels of difaffeétion
is infenfible and invifible, and that ic is (requently
hurried on to the fatal conclufion by accidents neither
to be forefeen nor refitted.

Thefe refletions ought to fuggelt the propriety of
fecuiing this moft valuable part of the empire from
the pofiible danger of a better concerted atrack. This
ought to be done, not merely by more watchful opera-
tions (for 1 have purpofely fhunned all conliderarion
of the details of departments), but by fetting the watch
in the interefts and affetions of the Irifh people.

Nothing can accomplifh this but the abfolute re-
nunciation of that jealous and reflrictive fyflem of

government, which characerifes the prefent adminif-
tratioa
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tration every where, but more than any where in that
kingdom. To rule with fecurity over that people,
er over any other; in the prefent condition of the
world, they muft be fet at their eafe, and made happy
by every indulgence within the compafs of their
government. To make the intereft of fupporting
any civil cftabiifament univerlal, the privileges it
confers muft be made univerfal alo. To infpire
the multitude with indignation at a foreign enemy,
they muft be made to feel pratically the privileges
which his invafion ftrikes at, and the focial bleflings
it would deftroy.

Tt is faid, that when peace arrives it may be prudent
to confider thefe great objeéts. But without inftant
confideration of them, peace may never arrive at
all. If I had the piincely dominion of Ireland,
and were loid of all her foil, I would choofe that
moment for reforming her parliament, and for com-
plete emancipation, when the enemy was plying
upon her coafts: not as acts of fudden fear, but of
found wifdom and critical juftice. To withhold
from great bodies of a people the freeft and fulleft
communications of all the privileges of their govein-
ment when its exiftence is externally threatened, is
to bandage up the right arm when an enemy is ap-
proaching, and, by robbing it of its circulation, te
deprive it of its frength.

But the Irith people flocked with loyalty to the

ftandard of their country, For that very reafon it
i fhould
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thould be crowned with the garlard of conftitutional
freedom. Lec the prefent moment be feized for
making reformation a fpontancous a&t of Jiberal and
enlightened policy, inftead of being hereafter an aét of
cautious prudence, which may deftroy 1ts grace and
effcét.  Let all the conceffions of government in
both countries be the conccflions of wildom and be-
neficenee; and not, as was haprily exprefled by a
great writer, like the reftitution of ftolen goods.
Let the people of both countries 1eccaive the greateft
degree of freedom which the true fpinit of our con-
flitution 15 capable of difpenfing, and we may then
fole at all mvafiors, whatever 1ewch of coalt our
enemues may jollfs. Unde fuch a fyltem, nftead
of nots and murmuings, by coercive aés of parha-
ment, every man wou'd be a volunteer with 2 cou-
rage which no muury bll can infpue, and every
boufe and cottage 1n Grcat Bnitaia and Ireland would
be a barrack for the foldiers of thelr country.

Thele are uaufortunately not abltra® and fpeculative
refde@ions, they would have been fo formerly : but
they are row tai bt by the awful times we hive 1n.
Ic'is che v'e of Liltory acd obfervauon to be a guide

for the future.

It was 2 reftiiive fyltem of government in Hol-
land and the Netherlands, and the confequent divi-
ﬁons amongﬂ their inhabitants, that Has fuddenly al-
lmd the face of Europe by their {ubjugation, and 1t
» the dlﬁ‘crcncc between the noble and independent

pnde
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pride of a freec government and the vaffilage of dr+
bitrary powcr, that is wrefting at this moment from
the hands of the Emperor the fceptre of his Italian
fiatcs.

The French fyfiem of fraternization, the effeét of
tvhich we have feen with fo much horror, could have
had no other foundation. If the free governments
which they fubverted had not fallen off from the
ends of {heir inflitutions, their fubverfions would
have been impracticable, and the memorable decree
of the 1gth of November would have been the de-
rifion, inficad of the terror of Europe.

I am forry indeed to remark, that this decree, ahd
the fyfiem of which it was a part, exified only upon
paper, and in the inflammatory fpeeches of enthufiaf=
tic men, until confederated Edrope began the actual
and foreible fraternization of the monarchical part
of France. When that nation had ¢ffe(lcd an inter-
nal revolution, no matter upon what principle or with
what crimes, it thould have occurred to her invaders,
who could not have looked to fubjugation but by’
the divifions of civil fury, that they were themfclves
practically purfuing that very {pecies of hofiility, the
theory only of wl. ch had becn an objeét of their exe-
cration, and the foundation of their confederacy. The
fame refletion ought to have deterred Great Britain
from the mercilefs and impolitic expedition to Quibe~
fon. The government of France had then affumed a
tegular form, and was in the excrcife of a regular le-

E galized
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galized authority. The devoted handful of unhappy
fugitives from their country could do nothing by the
fivord. The expedition, thercfore, was to rekindle
the torch of difcord amidfi twenty-five millions of
men beginning to cfcape from its foriuer fury, and
fettled undeg an efiablithed government. Our inva-
fion svas to work by confufion againfi eftablifhed
authority ; 1o fiir up all the elements of mifery and
mifchief amongit the innocent part of the «ommu-
nity, incapable of underfianding the caute for which
they fought, and without even the hope on our poart
of proteciing them from the finy of the covernment
againfi whicl they reledied.

What was this proceeding but the very fyflem we
had imputed to Irance, and prodeimed with hor-
ror to the univerfc ?

I hope, indeed, all civilized nations will hereafter
concur i fligmatifing this horble and baibarous
fyftem of hoftilitics : a liranger eyen to that heroiftin
which has unfortunatcly comverted the rimes of con-
queft into the mofl fafcinating triumphs o: mankind.
It 15 a flem which &b diretud aganfi the firft
principle of focial honour and happine(s. It beats
up for every bad, degrading, and dangerous paflion
of the human mind. It does not raife the open,
maniy flandard of nation againft nation, but in the
cowardiceof warfarc, which diffolves its only inchant-
ment, divides a nation againft itfelf. It makes up
an army of public crime and private difcontenty

of



of honeft error and falfe opinion, of defperate vice
and virtueus poverty driven to defperation. It
fets free the viims of the laws to imprifon and
enflave the fate; biings into the field againft one
ancther men whom the fame land and the {ame
fathers have bred, and which, inftcad of fetthing this
Lorrible conflu® by the cannon and the fword, the
fhortelt cure fur il e mileries it hds engendered,
and extending ro forther than to the attual coms
batants, fprcads w.de the defolation by the flower
weapons of jedouly and diftruft, of terror and ven-
geance; fecowers the land with difeafe and famine, and
by the deftru@lion of public credit, public confidence,
and public opinion, deftroys for the prefent, and puts
to the die of chance herefter, the. exiflence and

even the name of a counury,

When my fubje@ is attended to, 1 have no apo-
logy to make for this digreflion. Indeed iv can
hardly be called one; becaufe the fals which gave
rife to it fland in their proper places as conneéted
with the origin of the war againfl France, and be-
caufe the reflettions from them are not fpontaneous,
being diQated by public duty te the hiftodan of
fuch events.

The exceffes which unfortunately diftinguifhed
the Freach revolution, foon after the proclama-
tion, further favoured the fyftem of antipathy againit

France, and the death of her unhappy menssch pet
Ea further



further ripened the plans of government already in
agitarion,

Before this memorable zra there was a vifible dif-
pofition in minifters to a rupture with France, but the
fenfe of her fituation infpired the French councils with
a prudence which difappointed it. Minifters had
notorioufly copnived at, if not affifted in fomenting
the confpiracy then forming throughout T urope;
they had covertly libelled France in the proclamation
which M. Chauvelin, by order fiom his court, had
ouly mildly complained of, they had withd awn Lord
Gower from Pairs; they had fct on foot a corre-
fpondence between the fecietary of ftate and her -
nifter here in the moft imperious language, and upon
complaints which fhe cither difavowed, or to the 1e-
moval of which fhe feemed to fubmit.

All thefe provocations were refifted by France,
and the conceflions which fthe made before and after
our refufal to acknowledge her ambaffador weuld
fcarcely be believed, if it did not remain on record in
the correfpondence as it was laid befare the Houfe of
Commons by minifters themfelves, to vindicate their
conduét in difmifling M. Chauvelin, and to juflify
the war which 1t produccd.

This correfpondence is fcarcely known to, or re-
colleéted by, the Englith public.  Its authenticity is
wnqueftionable, and the examination of it will place
the authars of the war in their proper colours.

4 The
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The miffion of M. Chauvelin, as ambaflador from
the King of the French, commenced in the {priag
of 1792, and his firft note, as appears by the corre-
fpondence with Lord Grenville, bears date the 12th
of May in that ycar. It had for its ohject to explain
to the court of Great Britain (as will appear by re-
ference to it) the reafns which had determined
Francc to a war w.th the Emperor,

It ftated, in the name of tac French King, that 2
great confpiracy had been tormed in Europe againl
France to defiroy her new confiitution, which he
had fworn to maintain, mafking for a feafon the
preparations of its defigns by an infolting pity for
bis parfon and 2 zeal tor his authority.

It fet forth the remonfirances which he (theFrench
King) had made upon the fulijcct of this coalition,
firft to the Lmperor Leopo'd, and afterwards to
Frandis, who fucceeded lum.  1lle informed Great
Buitain, that it hal at laft been avowed, and a de-
claration made, that it fhould not ceafe ¢ wntil
“ Frence fhould remove the ferious caufies whick had
¢ given rife 4o 2£.”  The note added, that this de-
claration had been accompanicd witli the afiembling
of troops upon all the fronticrs of France, evidently
for the purpofc of conflraining her inhabitants {e
alter the form of the government they had chofen.

Having thus flated the caufes of the war with the
Emperor, the French King appcaled to the Britith
govem-








