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TIt. mifchief .that is meditated, is of a magnitude that 

~ml' more than ,mortal, but happily the execptioD ot 
It requires more than mortal force. ,The ignorant and inno
cent 1laves that are the infiruments on this occalion are men 
-they muft be clothed and fed-they have men to contend 
with, and are lial?le to the death they are fent to infua-thOJ 
Jnay perifh by tlu: fword, by fatigue, by famine, and by pueaCe. 
The new Alarics that employ th m are men alro, ~, 
ignorant, and rportallike the reft. Death will foon level 'them 
with the inftruments ,?f their guilty ambition. III a few 
years, or perhaps a few JIlonths, Catharine will fleep, lifeld., 
w,ith Jofeph, with Leopold, with Ptttr thl nird. New 
!=haraCler§ lefs tinClured with prejudi , will receive ~ por~ 
tion of the fpirit of the age, the fyftems of defpotifm be bro
ken, and mortality COme in a.id of reaCon and truth. 

In the mean time it is poflible that Conde and Valen ... 
ciennes may be taken, and that the hoftile armies may march 
into France a~ before. If purfued into their own country, 
Frenchmen will, in all probability \ continue united; and they 
will ~arry on the war, when compared to their affa.ilant8, at 
little expenCe. 1'he men are on the Cpot; their provifiont 
are behind them; mu{kets are in their hands j enthufiafm 
in their hear~. Til\: more the nation is compreffed withia 
its centre, the mor~ will the e1afticity of its force and C()Uoo 

rage increafe. The invaders will probably be again com
pelled to retreat, and their retreat will neither be eaCr DOl' 

certain: the viClorious republicans will purCue th~ aa4 
again perhaps difdaining the reftraint of prudence, puftl 
their cpnquefts to the banks of the Rhine. A lingle 
~ion • loft, a lingle aClion reco·fered, Flanders i and 
Flanders :lnd Holland will now feel the Came ..woW. . , 

nothing fa uulike\y 2 $ tlie cor.quell of France. It h.u been diCauJrod ill t'
Morning Chroruc1e by 3 writer under the fisn~ure of " ACaim Obfener," 
with a penpicuity a.ntl force of reafoning that nothing can (urpaf.. TIle 
wbol. Cerie. of letters {if e~cod 1IIy finullr ir~uaiou or tho &D&llik F,r .. , 

," What' 
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'Wliat {hall fave HoIl~nd if Flanders fall? The Cold

fi:ream you fee are mortal men ° Even the three princes of 
the blood-royal of England will not appal the fierce repuMi

~ns-What care theft "O(1r(rl for tbe 'lame of King? to If the 
danger I fiate feern at a difia!lCe, let it not on that account • 

~ difregarded. Every fiep the allied armies advance . into 

France, the danger feerns to me to approach; and were tft~y 
within ten leagues of Paris, I fuould tremble the more fOf 
the fate of Amfterdam. 

T e oppcnunity of Teftoring general peace prefented it
reif at the time of the congrefs of Antwerp. Dumourier had 
retreated ; Flanders was recovered. We had nothing to do 
but to declare, what rnuft I think be declared in the end, 

that if Frallce will confin4 he,ftlf withln her O~Ufl territ9ry, jhe. 
rnfJY (hert jhnpe out her own conjlitlltion at bel' ~uill. H ad this 

~een done at the time mentioned, Dumourier, not rendered 
odious by fovcign illliance, would in all probability have been 

able to reftqre the conftitutional monarchy ; and in every 

,event, France, occupied bX intell:ine di,oifions, would, as it 

{cem probable, have left Europe in quiet for many years to 
come. This policy was fo clear that a ;,ere child might 
have difcerned it; it -did not ev~n require a 11ogociation with 
the Fr nch cabinet, and while it C~cureU our beft interefts, 

it left our honour with ut a thin. 
How then {hall we account for the refolves of the COI1-

,refs ~f Antwerp? W e mull: unveil the t ruth. The mem
ber of this congrers were German princes, or their agents; 

n the reprefentative of England there 'I.VIlJ Q German prillU. 

ch mel', from their c:dUc:ltion, are in general ignorant, :md 
und r pr judice , from their {itl\ation, of a d 

kin~ 
Ml1it ry defpots in their own domtnions, they feel it their 

tiOnal itltereft, perhaps they thmk it the · intereft of man

~ (fuah mily be tlle fore of prejudice) tlut defpoti{m 
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fhould be univerfal. To {uch men the anarcqy of Franc. 

under Jacobin rulers is not half fo alarmjng, as ~e confiitu
tion to which this may give birth. They are aware that the 
crimes acHng there at prefent are fufficient to render the 
Frel1&h name deteftable among their fubj eCl:s ; but if thefe 

crimes {llould open the eyes of the French themfe1ves-if out 
of the mingled wrecks of defpotifm and anarchy, a limited 

m,!narc.hy {bould arire in France, a. it did in England, or any 
other form of a free conftitution that fecures fubordination to 
law-then it is that the French example will become far more 
deftruetive to arbitrary governments dIan their arf!1s, and the 

crowned l.leads of Germany, great and fmall, will have real 
caufe to tremble. It js true, jf they were enlightened, they 
need not tr mble at all ; they would fee that arbitrary power 
is as defirutlivc to rum that pofrefreB, a3 to him that endure. 
it. But it cannot be expeCted that they {hould djfccrn thia
the errors of education blind an but very fuperior minds. 
and though Germany produces more priIl,Ces than all Europe 
belides, it is not once in a century that fl\e produce, a prince 
that is a truLy great man ... 

Mr. Fox contends that government is/rem the people; 
Mr. Wyndham that it is onlyfor the p ople. There philolo
gical diftinltions are \lot attende.\ to by the rulers of Germany, 
among whom even the word pecp!~ is not to be found. Theif 
fUbj~ElI, they know, are ac.cuftomed to obedience; the b1e1f-

• Frederick. tho {econol was an extraordinarr man, and it hal amuJi 
~:my perfon~ to fuppofe how he mir;ht have aCle': on the preCent 0"a600. 
This however (cems preny certain, that e wouhl not ~v" l41u .ilbe 
months in the neighb <lrhood of Mentz btforo h found an opportllnllr. ;. 
laying tiege 10 it. The preCent conduCl of tb, Pr"trUllls c. nYIIVJ an eulog 

en the talents of that great m9narch, beyond tne power of Hertzt.er", 
oratory. k however tney eonfidcre1 themCelvcs facrificed before, thair 
preCent ~,urdne{ may arae &$ much from (piela II frolll &D1 oUIu" 
flillie. 

1 
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lag. that ftClW from libe"y and prGperty they have never ex
perienced, a.nd they are therefore fit inf\:ruments in the handa 
of arbitrary power. Germany, it is well known, is inhabited 
chiefly by princes, nobles, muficians, and pea[antry; mer: 

chants, manufaaurers, and country gentlemen, the leading 
defcriptions of Engli!hmen. are there almof\: whoUy un,. 
known. The three firf\: of th~[e c1alfes are, during war, 

in their natural element; and the lafi, who fufiain all the evils 
and all the burthens, are as yet too abjec1. and too ignorant 
to make their fufrerings dangerous to thofe by whom they ar~ 
oppr fi"eu. A perfeverance in the war will indeed defiroy 
.",hat little trade and manufaaures there are in Germany, and 
render then governments (that of Hano.ver excepted, whofe 

military expenfes are defrayed by E~gland) univerfally bank

rupt. The creditors of the flates will be ruined, but the ex~ 
peufe$ of the courts and armies will not perhaps 011 that 

ccount be lefs. The ordinary revenue of a German 
prince depends clUefly on the products of the foil, and 

clreadfulll\uft be the oppreffion indeed, before theCe fail. The 
falltry will be taxed afore and more to Cupport increafing 

\ur\hens, and the extortion of fuch taxes wiU rivet the po. 
verty and ignorance through which alone thefe burthens are 

dured. It is thus that the tyranny .of the rulers and the 
degradation of the people muf\: keep equal pace; it is thus 

that defpoti'fm forms a natural all.iance with ignor1/.nce; 
blafta every charm of rational nature, and blunts every 

feeling of the human heart. There is indeed a point 
at which the oppre/Iion of the mof\: abjeCl: becomes no 
'O!lgCl' fafe-a point wh~h, if! miftake not, the defpotic go
e ;nments of Europe ~re faft approaching. They have un • 
......... ru .. r..o::n to f\.lbdue th ~nemies of kingly government in 

nco, .nd are f\:a ing their whole credit on the; iifue of n 
ndertakingfrom which,accordingtoeveryhuman appe2rance,. 

will fCtum bafiled and dif,raced. The mof\: defpotic 
.. governmentl 
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~o"ernn\erits depend for their exiQence on opinion as welt :Ill 
the moft free. If the concert of princes fhouJd be batHed. 
the prejudices of their fubjetls will be fhaken, and the foun. 

dation of their thtones will from th~t moment b for ever 
infecure. 

Behold then. ohce mot , a crifis hich has fo often 
occurred ill hiftory; which has prefented 10 frequent and 
(0 awful a warning to rulers, and has prefented it fo often 
in v,ain ! A government bankrupt by its own waQe and 
folly; fenfible of its infecurity, ilnd therefore jealou , irri .. 
table, and oppreffive. A people already labouring untler 
almoft intolerable burthens, and doomed to {ulfer othel'l 
more heavy ftill-ca!l:ing off' with its prejudices, the habitual 
fubmilIion and refpeD: to its ruiers,and imbibing thofe immu .. 
table trutlls which are fo dangerou to oppreffors, and fome.. 
times indeed fo fatal to thofe who are oppreff'ed. Every day 
the breach widens-the fword at length is drawn and the 
{cabbard caft away.-In the dreadful conflict which follow. 
there is only one alternative; the government muft bf 
overturned, or the people reduced to the condition of beafts. 
We cannot have forgotten the caufe; which have produced tho 

revolutions of Switzerland, Holland, and England-which 
have fo recently produced the revolution of France ;-the 
fame caufes are again- confpiring to [hake all Europe to ita 
centre, and to form a new zra in human affairs. 

What a dreadful infatuation is it which involve. 
the fate of Englifhmen in this impending ruin-which em
barks our commerce, our manufaClures, our revenue, per. 
haps our confi.itution itfelf, the fource of all our bJoffing., ill 
this defperate crufade of defpotifm and fuperftition agaiuft 
anarchy and enthufiafm; in the courfe of which, howe\'ft 
'it terminate, we can reap n0!hing but misfortune; aDd ia 
the iff'ue of which we may learn, that no human inftitubOli 
eaJI withftand the folly of thoCe who adminifter its power .. 

I~ )La 
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Men of Switzerland, how I refpetl: you! WhUe th<! 
hurricane of human paffions fweeps over France, Italy, and 
Germany, elevated on your lofty mountains, you are above 
the regioJ\ of the fior~. Secure in your native fenfe, your 
fincere patriotifm, your fimple governments, your invincible 
valour, your eternal hills-you can look down on the follies 

and the.crimes which defolate Europe with calmnefs and with 
pity, and anticipate the happy rera when perhaps you may 
mediate univerfal peace. Sea-girt Britain might have .en
jOYM this fituation, had {he known how to efiimate her blefr
inga, and kept aloof from the madnefs of the day. 

At this moment the feffion of parliament dofes ;-a 
dead fl.i11nefs prev<\ils O\'er England, the natural confequence 
of afionifhment at the fpreading defi:ruetion, and of fi:ron~ 
paffions violently fuppre!ferl. The Oppofition, deferted by 
all thofeftebuamatelll"J, whofe minds have not fufficient com
preilenfion to difcern the true interefi: of their ~ountry, or 
whofe nerves are too weak to bear up againfi: vulgar prejudice, 
has endeavoured, but in vain, to difcover the extent of our 
continental engagements, or the real objeets of the war •• 
Two hundred and eighty' members, ranging behind you, fup
port every meafure you propofe ; and among the;: whole num
ber, not a man has been found to inquire of you openly, in 
the name and in behalf of the people of England, how long 
their patience is to endure, and how far the progrefs of ruin ill 

to extend? 
You have a!fumed on this awful occafion the whole re

{ponfibility of public meafures, and 'your charaeter and repu
tation,I seaT, you mifi:akingly conceive, are whvlly committed 
on the [\1; cefsful iilue of the war . Your real friends mu{\: . 

• Security anJ compenfatioll I re word 

Jilufllre. 

, 

that may be explained at 

uncere)r 



fincerdy lament this 011 your own account, the friends of 

their country will lament it, on account of the gencral cala .. 

mities it is likely to produce. The nation, Mr. Pitt, has 
loved you " well- not wifely," :Ina it is }l:l.rtly in confequence 
of this, that at the pre~ ll.t moment her real interefis are op
pofed to the perfonal honour of him {he has trultecl and ido-. 
lized. In this day of diltrefs file is told to repofe in th con
fiitutional refpollfibility of minilters. " Be Hill , ye inha~ 
" tants of the ille, thou' whom the Inerchants of Zidon that 

c< pafs over the fea have replcnifhcd."--IsAIAH. Alas ' 
what will filcnce do? Will the rcfponfibility of minifters re
nore her ruincd trarle, feed her fbrving manuf'IC:turcrs ; will 
it replace the hufband and father to the widow or the orppan, 

er reftore to the aged parent his gallant [on? Will it recall 
to life the brave men now moulderillg in unhallowed earth ill 
1~lander~, j int-tenants of a common grave with thofe again!\: 

hom they fought? .. 

• • • 

If I were bold enough to appreciate your political life, 
Mr. Pitt, I fllould be inclined to allow the outfet of it extra
ordinary merit. The [entiment of approbatio that attended 

, you was indeed almo univcrfal-you were the hope of the 
good, the pride of the wife, the idol of your COUll try. If your 

. official career had tcrminated wjth the difc uffions on the Re
gency, though one of the moH fatal of your miftakes had 
been committed before this, it may be quellioned \1hethermo
rlern Eur could have produced a politician oran orator more 
11:renuous, more exalted, more aut1:>ritative t ; one whofe 

• TillS affecting circumllance is, I am td I, literally true. 
+ See Mr. Gratton'. ch;u-aCl:er of Lord Chatbam, printed as Dr. Ro

• It rt{on', . 
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Imbhion waS apparently more free from felfifhne(f; ... It. 
afforded to his opponents lefs room for cenfure, or gave.. to 
his friends more frequent occa1ions of generous triumph and 
hooef!; applaufe.-The errors that you have fallen into, art 
natural for men long potTeffed of power uncoritrolled ; and 
in imputing them to you, I accufe you only of the weak
nctTes of human nature. It is not necelfary to a" free people 
to have rulers exempt from f uch weakneffes; but it is necef .. 
fary for them to watch and to guard againft thefe infirmities. 

It is natural, I believe, for fuccefsful ambition to feek 
new objeCls on which it may exert itfdf. Hence, after you 
had fuudued Oppofilion in England, you ilfued forth like 
another Hercules in queft of new adventures ; and traverfed 
tbe continent of Europe to feek monfters whom you might 
fubdue. You could not however but be fenfible, that 
the reputation of a minifter of trade and finance, which 
you had juftly obtained, was incompatible with that of 
a great war minifter in the prefent ftate of the nation. You 
took therefore the middle line; you made preparations for 
fighting on every occafion, but you took care not to {l:rike. 
Eogl:lDd might perhaps' bear the expenfe of arming. but 
could not ac:l:uaUy go to war; and this fecret, which your 
three fucceffive· armaments difcovered to all Europe, led • 
Mirabeau on his dtath-bed to give yo~ the name of minfJIre 

".~porQtif. 

In men long in pofi'effion of power, a fecret fympathy 
(unknown perhaps to tllemfelves) is gradually ftrengthening 
in favour of others in the fame fituation, and a fecret pre
judice, amounting perhaps at laft to enmity, againft oppofi 
lion to power in every form. Hence the dange ou faw to 

"England in tile triumph of the patriots of Holland over the 
Prince of Orange, and the fafety we ac~uired from the 
Cubjag;ttion of the Dutch by the Pruffian arms.-Hence alfo 

the rica compofure with which you expeaed the con-
. quell 
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quell of trance by the defpots of Germany, Ind the lad_ 
alarm with which you were feized, on the repulfion of that 

invalion, and the overrunning of Flanderi by the republic .. 
;arms. By the freedom of Brabant, the copllitutioJl of 
England might be endangered; but it b came rile more fe. 
cure in your eye, it {bould fcem, by the ex ten lion of defpetiCoa 
over every comer of E.urope, and the {ucceCs of fa iga bay

onets in rooting out 1;6"t, as well as lioentioufn fa • 
France. 

It is alfo to the unhappy prejudices of your fituation th.t 
I attribute your want of moderation of temper on occaLon. or 
the utmoR moment; your allying your w-eat talents witb tho 
weak judgments and ,'iolcntll'a([l ns of thofe around you; and 
your blindnefs (if fuch it be) to. the real dangers of this com .. 
mercial nation, and to the path of faiety and of true honour, 
which it was no lefs YOUT duty than your interdl: to purfue. 

In contemplating events of f~h magnitude thoro 
connc:Cled with the French revolution, the utmolt calmneC" 
as we)) as compreh nlion of mind, is required-and ' more 
particularly required in him who rureCls the affaire of •• 
great nation. Unhappily thefe qualities are £ Idom found in 
any Ration; and this revolution, feen in part only, ha become 
the objeCl of wild enc~mium, or of bitter reprobation, as the 
prejudices of men have been affeCled, or their fympathies en
gaged. The molt prudent part pl:rhaps for one whofe po
l\tic~! fituation if> influenced by the opinions he is fup?O~d to 
hold, is to be filent on the fubject It is uncertain how tbit 
extraordinary event may terminate, and its ultimate elleCl. on 
the human ra cannot yet be afcertained. At prefent how. 
ever, it is well known, that not in En -land only, but in every 

part of Europe, the dreadful excetres in Pari, and elfewhere, 
have turned the tide of popular fentiment and opinioa 
ftrongly againlt the French. Even under the moft defpotie 

5overoment , the people at prefent hug their chaius, and ty-•. 

ranny 
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ranny itrel£ is fe,cure. Can it then be fuppofed, that ill 

England there is any ferious danger from the contagion of 
French principles; in England, where the conftitution is fo 

fubftantially good, and the people fo loyal and united? The 

theological and fe6l: arian prejudices of different and oppofite 

kinds through which the affairs of France have been viewed, 

llave indeed contributed moll: fatally to bewilder the under

funding, and to inflame the prejudices of Engli!hmen • and 

t? there is to be imputed in a great degree, that moft (j~gular 

,1dnlion-that the fafery of our cunflitution has depended on 
our ri fking all our bleffing~ ill this moft fruitlefs, expeniive, 
lind bloody war. That dd ufioll ;[or fueh I confider it) is 
t10W I hope nearly over, and peace, which is the gClieral in-
ter ft, will foon, I doubt not, be the univerfal willi. Every 
confidcratioll calls loudly for it; and it may be much more { 

eafily obtained now, when our enemies are humbled, and the I 
people of England are ft ill patient and fijent, than at a future I 
period, when the invading armies may be checked or rep\llfed, 

and the nation is become openly impatient under the expenfe 
and ruin of the war. A man of your fagacity will eafily dif- t 

cern , that in times like the prefcllt, tie gale of popular opi .. 
nion is conft.lntly !hiftillg the point whence it blows, and 
"'iIl fee that it cannot be trufted to carry you foY","ard in Y()Ul' 

II pr fent courfe, in the face of great ;nd increafing obftacles. • 
The prefent ftate of afr"airs in this country, :lnt! 011 the 

contintll t of Europe, forms a fubje6l: too interefting to be left 
without reluCl:ance-but far too extenuve to be thorQughly 

I.nveftigated within the .Iimits of a letter like this. The I 
events of the day that is paffing are likely 0 afFea every 
pOfti(\11 of Europe, and, in ~heir confequencetO, the condition 
of tht: bum:m r;lce throughout the habitable earth. Many of 
the " bearings and tie" of thi important fubje6l: I have been 

oblig d to negle6l:, and others I have only glanced at; for I 
rite oJn the frur of the OCClUOl1, and under difficulties and in

terru pti0l11 
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terruptionl of variou, kinds. Should what I have written have 

the fortune to reach you, you will-fee that it is addretred to you 

more" in forrow than in anger," and OI! that account alone 

that it is not wholly unworthy of your regard. But I would 
farther perfuade myfelf that it may fugj!:efi topks [01' forious 
refieaion, by i:npreffing on your mind the progreCs and unex

.ampled extenfion of the war-fyfiem throughout Europe; the 
correfponding progrefs of the funding-fyflem; the cri/i. 
which this laft has in fome countries reached, ud 15 ev ry 
where approaching; and the proball1e as well as ccrtain ef
feels of this on our 'own commercial nation and on mankind 

<at large. 
Hitherto you have taken it for granted, that though there 

is a certain point of derreffion to which the commerce of this 
country may fmk in confequenee of the war, y t that from 
this, as in former wars, it will narurany return. I have fug
gefied to you, that this fuppofition is dangerou ,3S well as fal
lacious, from the increafed progrefs of our debts and taxes, 
from the locking up of the capital of our manufaClures in 
foreign debts, and from the growiflg poverty as well as the 
general bankruptcy that fpreads over Europe, in confequence 
of the continued preffure of former burthens, and the unex
ampled extent and eXlZenfe of the prefent war. I have not 
-ftated to you, under this head, the effeas of a rapidly finking 
revenue, or of the emigration of our people te America; be
caufe thefe confiderations are fo extremely ferious that they 

. cannot be mentioned without grief and alarm, and may form, 
of them[dve5, a very ample fuojea for fepante difcuffion. 

Mr. Dundas told us, in the houfe of commons, that our 
~minftcial diftrefl"es arofe from our extr ordinory pro(pe

'Tity, and boafted that all the ,,"orId united with us in the war 

againfi France. I have filewn tMt his afI'ctfion ia a poor fo
-phifm, and hi, boaft a fubjed of (orrow and apprehenGon. 

Mr. Wyndham expreff'ed his acquiefeence in the IDfs .r 
K o\U' 
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4Iur commerce, if we might retain our confritution j and on the 
fame ground of preferving our confritution, this perilous 
war has been often defended by yourfelf, your followers, and 

• great part of tIle nation. I have made out to you, what I 
know not how, as chancellor of the exchequer, you can well 
be ignorant of, that our commerce and our confiitution have 
a mofi intimate dependence on each other; and that when 
the union is formed by twenty-four milli0ns of taxes, 
tyth s, and 'poor-rates, and two hundred and fifty miUicins of 

debt, they may be confidcred as embarked in the fame adven
ture, and as likely to p(;rifh in the fame fiorm. 

How the war commenced I have endeavoured to explain, 
and you will confider in youI' calmer moments> whether you 
r ally exerted yourfelf to pr(;ferve peace by llegociation, in
{tead of procuring it by arms; and to what profit you haTe 
turned the hone!t affeetion of your countrymen for their 
confritution and king, and the generous indignatioa with 
which they furveyed the madnefs and brutality of their neigh

bours. 

On various occafiol'is during this bloody contefi I have 
{hewn that the peace of Europe was .in our power; that it 
wa ill our power recently on the retreat of Dumourier, and 
after we ourfelves had tafied th!= calalliitiell of war. Why it 
was rejeeted you mufi yourfelf expl;in ;-1 have defcribe" 
the congrers at Antwerp, and am no farther maner of the 

fubjeCl:. 
The views that you conceal cannot be afcertained, but' 

what you have aCtually performed is not liable to mif
apprehenfion. I have wggefted to you, that you have 

'-united Englifhmen in the interefis and ill the councils of 
thofe who formed the treaty af Pillni~z ~ who retain 
Fayette ill chains; who '",~re the real caufe of the tri-
101mphs of the J ac bin pany in France over limited monar. 
dty; who are in faa the pretext that the prefent anar· 

a ~~ 
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1:hins have employed, and win employ, to junuy their defpo
rate proceedings; and who, by their recen~ conduct in Po
land, have given {uch proofs of their ambition, as well as of 
their power, as muft fill the heart of every friend of his fpe
cies with horror and alarm. That the dellroyers of the 
conftitution of Poland can be friendly to our own, the mo
del on which it was formed, no one will believe. They art 
the deadly foes of liberty throughout the world; and I might 
have {hewn you, that in the defirutlion of our revenu¢ and 
commerce, the bulwarks will be removed which fecure u 
from their overwhelming force. I might alfo have pointed 
out the danger of fending our army to fight under their ban
ners, and our princes to affociate in their council i-but 
there are {entiments of ferious alarm which a lover of hi 
country mull deeply feel, that in thi feafon of delufion it 
may be dangerous to utter. 

Of the two motives for continuing die war, fecurityand 
compenfation, I have confidered that which alone I can un. 
derftand, the former; and have /hewn that the attempt to 
take and to feparate from France .its frontier towns on the 
north, is full of difficulty and hazard, and that while it may 
render the war doubly bloody and defperate, it can afford 
no fecurity beyond what might be obtained from fortifying 
Auftrian Flanders, afready in OUT power. The true fecurity 
to this country arifing from the fettlement of the French go. 
vern me nt, I have endeavoured to {hew, is not promoted, but 
abfoluteJy prevented by the pre£ent invalion, which, lhould it 
be repelled, may leave unfortified Brabant, as well as HoI. 
l.,md, an eafy conqueft to the republican arms. 

In the fearful tragedy which is now atling on the theatre 
of Europe, you have unhappily made England one of the per. 
fons of the drama, and £h: cannot but aC\: a par of unparal.. 
Jeled importance. You have afi'umed the diTe .of tl{ .. 
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to fODtfe1(, and before parl~t again meets, the hopes 
ud the . fears of the enlightened, and the Teal inteyefrs of at 
!ead the prefent race of mankind, may be at ifi"ue on your 
4iDgle counfels. More ilian one falfe fl:.ep yllU h:ure alreadr 
made - the precipice is directly in your path, that leads to 

inevitable deftru8:ion. I know the temptations and the dif
ficulties of your fituation-we will forget the'Pafr, but if you 
,advance, how {hall you be forgiven? 

In conudering the ~pea of the prefent times, I am fome
tUnes affeaed with deep melancholy; yet I am .not one of 
tlwCe who defpair of the fortunes of the human race. 
Through the thick clouds and darknefs that furround us,-I 
diCcero the workings of an overruling mind. Superilition -I 
know i the natural ,offspring of ignorance, and .governs in 
the dark ages with a giant'S ftrength.-Unaffifted reafon is a 
feeble enemy: oppofed tv fuperflition, reafon, in days of ig
borance, 'is e dwarf. In the order of providence, enthuliafm 
.. rifel to rclift fuperftition-to combat a monfter with a mon,. 
.fter', fence. What did J!Jrafmus in the days of Luther? 
What would Lowth have done in the days of W yc1itfe, or Blair 
in tho!e of Knox? In the councils of Heaven, mean and wick,. 
cd infiruments are often employed for the higheIl: purpofes. 
The authorll of the reformation were many of them ignorant, 
iierce, and ev n bloody; but the work ·itfelf was of the mo~ 
,unportant and moil: univerfal benefit to the human race. The 
-itjpolifm of priefts then received its death-wound, and the ikf
I"ifm of princes has now perh ps fuftained a limilar blow~ 
-Pure religion has furvived and improved after the fuft; the 
true"fcience of government may improve after the laft' and 
be built every where on the fotid foundations of utility and 
law. Before fuch happy cOllfequences enfue, dreadful com
aotions Il\JY indeed be expe£\:ed OVlYr Europe, commotions 

England, and perhaps Enghmd onI y, may. if {be is wife, 
~fca~. 
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efcape. 'The prefent generation will probably be (wept ."., 
before the inteUeexual earthquake' CubfJdca; but thoCe who 
fucceed them; will, I truft, find the air more pure and balmy. 
and the 1k.ies more bright and Cerene. 

7f111t 6, 179t: 

J. w. 

.. 
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IN printing a fecond edition of this Jetter, it may not be 
ufelefs to enquire, how far the events which. have happened 
tince its 'lira }!ublic'ation corre(pond to the repreCentations, or 
illufirate the reafonings, it contains. 

Your warmefi and mon injudicious partizans, Mr. Pitt, 

\ will not deny that the bankrupt nate of the continental 
powers, our allies, becomes every day more evident.-Eng
lifhmen have had a melancholy proof of the nature of the 
conneaions they ha,-e formed, not merely in the fubfidies to 

Hanover, or to that flower of chivalry the Prince of Heffe 
(who fells the lives of his fubjeas at the rate of thirty banco 
crowns for each), but in the fuccours demanded by the 
Auftrians to enable them to keep tlle field; in the ruin of the 
commerce as well as the financo of Rullia (when the ruble, 
by the regular operations of its government, is reduced, in 
foreign exchange, to lef'S than half its value); and in tllac 
mon unprecedented of all treaties with the King of Sardinia, 
by which we are to pay him. two hundred thoufand pounds 
annually, to keep up his own army, for the defence of his 

own country ! • 
Though the merchants of this kingdom felt the fad ef·. 

feas of the war firf\:, it was prediCted, that on the manufac
turers it would fall with the rnof\: unrelenting ruin. The 
truth of tllis is now uudeniable-even the woollen and iron 
branches of manufaCture, which in former wars in a great 
mcafure efcaped j are now almof\: in a nate of nagnation
He: who handled the {huttle for three {hillings a ~ay, mufl: 
now take fixpence, :md handle the fpear ;-and many of the 
enr tened and virtuous affertors of the conftitution at 

Jr mgham, fo fuccefsful in their Ikirmilhe with herefy 
and 
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and the beafts of the tJdn, are now doomed to a harder fu. 
vice on the frontiers of Franc~, where the" Bubble R.eputa
tion" muft be " {ought," not in the libraries or labor .. torie-,. 
or peaceful habitations of unproteCled fcience, but in the 
hofiile fortreIs, "and in the cannon's mouth." 

The reafoning refpeCling paper-money is alfo con
lirmed-So far from this being the caufe of our commercial 
di!l:reffes, it is now found, under proper regulations, to be the 
beft alleviation for them that the times admit; and a Bank is 
propofed at Glar~ow, and one has been eftablilhed at Liyer
pool, for this expn:f5 purpore. 

' Vhat was obferved on the fubjeCl of th~ fuppofed plots 
and confpiracies, which have fo fatall y bewildered the un
der!l:andiugs of men, feems alfo to be !l:rellgthened by the 
progrefs of evel!!. .-'i'he trial of Mr. Frolt, from which fo 
llluch was expelled, is now before the pl1bliS, and tIle tender
ne($ of the recorder of Leicefter has funk aeep into the pub

lic mind.-The zeal ;md allivity of government have infti
tuted various profecutions, and leave no rea(on to ruppore, 
that, through miftaken lenity, tre (on or fedition have been 
fpared. As yet, however, the Olaclow of a confpiracy haa 

not been difcovered--If there be men, Mr. Pitt, lurking in 
tIle bo[om of ilieir country, who have plotted with F;ance 

• for the deftruCl:ion df our conftitution, let their guilty blood 
fire:un on the fcaltold; the minifter, who would fpare them, 
is himfelf a traitor-but let not the friends of their king.,and 
country, who oppofe your prefent meafures, be involved in 
fo foul a charge, "to fright me ille from its propriety," and 
tQ involve Us!l:iIl deeper in iliis ruinous war. 

With regard to thofe men who have perfuaded them
felves, tbit the rafety of England depenJs on her perfiiling in 

the invafion of France, till monarchy {hall be forced on that 
kingdom by the allied arm~; the occurrences of the !aft two 

Jl)o')thi on the continent may abate their confidence, and 
difpo{e 
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4if'pore them to regard, with more Itttftti6tt ad alarm, "' 
fituation at home"":' The fearful diminution of our exifting 
,"enue and the increafed expenCes of the "jlr wilf require, 
it is eTident, .new methods and objeC1s of taxation-thefe, 
our wounded commerce and our diminilhed conCumption 
cannot pollibly Cupport; and the neceffity of increaling the 
land tax is already incurred :-but if the war continues, 
eight fhillings in the pound will do little towards the Cupport ' 
of the' public expenditure, which, even on the peace eCl:~b
tifhment (if poor~rates be included), alre-::ldy exceeds the 
croCa amount of all the landlords' rents in England-a tax on 
the funds, of which the Dutch have long ago fet us the exam
ple, may, therefore, be expeCled, and may at laft roufe the 

monied men from that blind and fe1filh acquiefcence in the 
meafures of every adminiftration, which has been the chief 
fupport of our VIIar-pvliticks.-A friend, Sir, to th family on 
the throne, to our limited monarchy, and our conftitution of 
thre-I' rft.ates-a friend, above all, to the interefrs of my 
country, and tne. }Iappinefs of the human race, I deprecate 
the continuance of this cl.readful war-my reafons are now 

before you nne the public-however ine/feClualmy humble 
ueuions may be tp ward off the impending calamities, I 
ChaU fUll have the fati faClion of having performed my duty, 
-and can appeal to the carcher of Heart; for the purity of my 

iews . 
• God of peace:rnd love! look down in mercy on thy 

erring creatures, and bid hatred, madnefs, and murder ceart! 
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ON lilt" 26th of LLfl Dr-C'cmhc". 1m M.ljefi), by. 
gr JC10U~ mt IT.lge to both II (Jull'~ of ParllJm~nt. 

I Olll muOlc.1ted with tht: utn~o!l cunCl'rn . the abrupt 

trrn llnJ.tlOn of the i.lte ncg,otllt10n wJCh I 'r~nce. and 

directed the deta il, of thl: cmLufiy w be lal<i before 

'hLm (or thtl! 'on(iclera.tlon. 

Up;)n this Decarion It appeared, that the negotiation 
hau termmated upon a dliltlt:nc;e toully unconnc8:ed 
\\ Ilh the onginal c.lu(Cft of the: war. Ie Wd5 manJfcft, that 

tillS country h.w: completely ab.mdOllcd the principles 
wlH<.h, In the face of a.1I E UfOpt', the great ('onfede~ 
racy agaLOft France had afligncd as the jufiification 
of hofbhues. The return of ~acc (no'o\' removed to 
an incalculable dtflance) turned courtly upon terri. 
torial ccffions, neither In [let nor in prinCiple can· 
tefled at the time of the rupture, but \\hlch, .15 will 
.ppCM by [he followin& pages, were PUt al llle (1;<'[ 
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of Great Britain, as the arbitrefs of univt"rfal tran· 
quilij,y. 

ThIS was our cooditioFf. The object: of the ("on~ 

ttll: totally funk, but the:- (ooteA: connnulng wIthout 

profpdl: of conc1ufton. ooe hlmdr6::i mllholH of debt 
added to the former grJtVOU~ wt'l ght of IlJ tJO llll ln~ 

cumbranct"s; many channels of om commerce ob
ftruth.d, and ont manufaf'tures futTermg In pro
portion; objeCls or revenue wHom the pale of I!lx ury 
threatening unproduEtion from the nCLdTit y of ex

tendwB th<-m lxy')od what luxuries wlll carry . WO!!tl: 
the fmews of the labotioll !> poor were cracking under 
the bUldens already lI11poft'd upon all the necetTaries 
"(~,«. 

The Englifh people had heretofore been charack· 
Nf'6d b'1 an (xtreme jealoufy of thtit government; 
'1 Ii dltp6li.tion nther to magnify, and eVt"l1 to ima
gine evils, than to fubmit \ffthou.t inquiry f8 aaual 
and unexampled calamitiu. A great public (enra
lion might', therefore, have betl'l ("~peaed fi om fuel! 
~ ronj\lntlllre; more efpeci~Jly as the near approach 
:o( ptlce had been tndu£tnoully drt,ulll tcd and anxi
i:st!fy lnt'idpatcd; 'j'tri a!; '-&r as t ~~e been able to 

iiiMll! ·nIy1"tff. Ho 'public' ... ,n" at '"Y rri'!I"tude 
'rlbo~ '0 1;0 '~<i..a vrilh mbre 'pell'tl" in
'l!i$;it;,« ... 8 unoOricd1l: ' !wftilld' of .,"1 &!A", to 
·qU .. f"on ihe prtldt.tt:<'1lf ,hq;"blic~'" ,.. 
'i~ the ·ptt.> ....... ·pro.ltl .. fOr ,11. _It<i "'oy
~ ttl be tmr. dIU ttel tIIe'lIIH.~i;;g. ·IIM 

'a<lhltltlt 
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fCtming1y exuhing _ , .... , tbM' tolle1runeilt'iiluft 
be fupported; mixed '00 wlilt • coft!i&ftb~ de
gree of bittemef. aviol!: all ""'0 cju'dfl"!'eCI iii 
proceedil'gs. 

That government muA: be fupported it a flllli.fi!D 
j uO: and incontrovertible. 'When properly underlt:dbd,. 
But the adminiftration and the goorernment have-..r 
late been ('onfounded. A chaage in die ani k 
confidered as a fubverfion of the other j and .. mr
pafition to remove abufes, under any regulations, 
is accollnted, fven bjthofe who admit and lament 
their exifte nct:7as an attack upon the confiituuGb 
which fuffers from them. 

It is from this wide.fpread feoration that ~ 
authors of ou r prefent calamities are ch.erilhed and 
fupporred, even by thofeO who condemn thim; 
whlill they, who with wifdom and perfeverance have 
oppofed all th.e meaful cs which producea rhem, 
are difcou ntenanced ard d lfl:rufted. 

Such an unnatural change in the feelings l1nd 
ch.traders of Englilhmen has natu rally given rife [0 

fpeculations lIpon iu cau(es. It is impoatiblo to 
afcribc it wholly either to the general iAC~ ~ 
luxury, or [0 the c:normoul increa(c of tbe! ~, 
influence: tbefe are ca~ble, indeed'; of fItO'luti:nc 
gt~at changes in the pubJic>'cha.raaetj J.nctflr4'if.f 
producing them; but their I1lftdt. ' is 'too .1lI .. M 
ha .. _ed 10 !U4<koly to ,tb4'Pi~h." • .. <-at_ 
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rived.at. The fb.te of the public mind muQ there. 
fore De omerwire accounud fOf, aQd another auft 
Pasaec.ordingly ~n afligncd fpr it--the phenQme
DOD of the French re.o\ution, and its mighty influ
ence upon the higher orders of meo. This is tme 
i4l part; the fralch revolution j$ the caufe, but not 
the only caufe; it would have probably fubfided 
quickly, and with confcquences extremely different, 
but iQr the cott:mporq.ry phenomenon of the power 
~ t=haratler of the BrjtiUl minifter. 

'Vithill all our memories anotbergreat revolution 
Il.ad taken place, fcaredy lefs fhiking and e:r;traordi· 
nary, as it applied to alarm tpc go,"'crnnlCnt 9£ qrea~ 
Britain. The foundation of republican America had 
a limilar J jf not an equal, tenqency fQ produce me 
(.une di.fpofition in the people to an indlfcrimh1ate' 
r~ppon of mini{\l!'fs. If Jegn;es of comparifons were 
J\eceifary to my argument, I might affert, that the 
zra of [he American war had even a more natural 
and obvious tendency than the lat~r one in France 
to colle8 the landed and momed interefl of England 
in a blind fupport of the minifters uf lhc day. 

The re\'olutioR in America, hke tbe revolution of 
France" e~hibited fO the world rhe da.nger of fulf'er~ 
inc tbe general grievances of a people, real or lma· 
ciJlu,. tu reJm.in \laredtefi'cd; but with thi. (\ri~ 
~-. 4ifl'eren~e .... ·the revoluti.on in France was the 
{u~-erlioa o(a fQreign governmeot; that of Ame
ric. ~/!.S the ddbu¢tion of our own: tbe difcoa-

tenq 
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~enti that provoked the Fraxk ~~ce .... 
abufes which could not be felt by E-zliAt.~n un .. 
der any mifgoveroment i bur datt A~ were 
,evolted fubjects. and the caufc of their rpoi,t was 
the abufes and ~orrllptions in our QWD conftitadoo..& 

the very aburts and corruptions which ~ ~ 
plained of to this hour. Yet fo impoffible is iu~ 
rake any carred account of the events of the wQrld. 
without attending to the ch.araders of men who arc. 
the illars in them; fa vain is it to thiQ,k of tcaciolJ 

civil confcquencts froID thet. coaures, as if we were 
dealing with the operations of".inau.er, tb;lf t unlers 
VIC Joo~ to the accidental imp111IQ ari6ng from in .. 
dividual predoOlinancy I we iliould be coaftantl, 
deceived. The Amelican convuUl~ produced a 
{eoCation in England dirdlly the reverfe of what;. 
feftat this manu;nt; and tbe fame man gave to the 
two events, fo calculated to have produced corn~f
ponding effe¢h, a direa ion and confequein:cs di~ 
metrically oppotite. With the one he roufed the 
Britifh democracy to thrcaten the corruptions of the 
Clthcr orders whj~h had tainted and enflaved it. 
with tJ;te oth~r he now frightens the people into a 
furrendcr pf their beft privileges, and claims the 
title of aQ upright minjfler upon principles ww.ca 
he repeatedly 3Ild fole:nnly declared to be utterll 
Wconfiftent witb the )'ery uiJtencc of ao uln"~ 
~tnioi1tratioo.. 

Jt $ay be (aid, that the two revolutions were veri 
~D(.-Vcry different indecd.--It is now roo 

, . lat. 
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hteu- rail at GI fight with tbe one, and Ollr nuling 
and fi~(ing have created almoft all the evds of the 
mher. America and France began their revoilltions 
upou the fame principles, but with fcrJ different 
fonums. America bad no ancient internal anno. 
cr.:l.cy~Francc had nothing elf.e. America had to 
comend with England only; a contentIOn which 
gave her France: (0 proteCt he r : FI ance had to con· 
tcod l!ainft: the world. Wllt'!1 F,ngland had ex
\ul.u(t~d and difgraccd herfclf, Amelica was thClcforc 
fr~; Dln France h.1(1 to C' xilaufi and dlfgrace th e 
'World, l\nd In the orC.ldful effon has been driven fO 

(Xtrcmi ries which hequtntly has difgraccd herfelf. 

BlIt. wHh there accidental dlfft:rences, tbe objefls 
were the fame: difcontent occafioned by aburts pro
duced both revolutions. Both governments might 
have continued monarchical, If corrupt powcr wouM 
have fqbmined ~o correction : tlley are now both 
free reprefentative republics ; and if corruption 
will not yet be corred.ed J let her look to herfelf. 

During the firft ofth efr great re:ras,Mr. Pitt began 
his public lifc, under Cll"cnmfbnc('s fv fplcndid and 
fo honourable to 11Imfelf. that, having no perfonal 

~,""ity towards him, it is painful to me to recur [0 

tl:tem. inde-ed, jf any part of what is written here .. 
.rter {b~U appear to be dictated by fo unwormy a 
mo~:ve J IlHterly a.nd foiemnJ}" difclaim it., I make 
no atl,ack upon his pnvate charaCter; but [be )lll.b
Ik cxiltence is at ftake: Mr. Pm is a miniRer in a 
moll: Mul eriGs: 1 feel a dQty in examining 'his 

con .. 
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condutl: in that capacity, and d1y~.dua in 
oppoliog him is equally open ttl the .~wrfiOft 
of tbe world: -it is only bylootiag'ba.ck coth'e pa.fl;: 
that we can hope to correer the furureiJ ~d whew. 
delufion has overrpread a narionl tbe ilhunialtida 
of an angel would only darhn it, unlefs the aura 
of it were firft. dctcft:ed :lnd expofed. To obtba'reo. 
curiry for Engl:1.nd, we mllfi: look ba.ck to the tiDle 
when the was ar peace: we mull (xamine the C:lUreS 

and progre(s of the war; muil: retrace all our ftepa. 
and look, if we dare, to what they lead. 

Towards the clofe of the American war, Mr. Pitt 
(a boy almo(\:), raw the corrupt condition of l'atlia
rnent, from the defect in the reprefentation of tbe 
people, with the eyes of a mat u! e flatefman: the ea
gle C} cs of hiS father had (een It hefare hIm, and tbe 
thunder of his eloquence han' made it tremble. Lord 
Chatham had derech.d and expofeu. the rank cor· 
ruprion of the Haufe of Commons as the role cau[e 
of that fatal qm.trel, and lefe it a<, a legacy to his fon 
to avenge and to con 1.1...1: t. The yomhful c%-
enioDs of Mr. Pin were," orrby of the delegation. 
-From my :lcqu4intance with him, both befoa: and 
upon his firft entrance into publ,,;; hfe, 1 have no 
Gaube of his perfeB: f.ncerity in tbe cau[e: be tMn. 
undertook. and the m.:l[tlmy of his jl1dgtnC9l, flID 

at dlAt lime, with wbic~l I was well acquaiOlCd, 
fecW'CI his conduB: (rom the ralhnefiof lHluu.kiaa: 
y.e~tb... His efforts are in tbe memory of the whole 
pg~ &ad their mifalTl&gc at that time arc our, 
..... epiai<Hl, (0 be imputed to him. 

• Co< 
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Corruption and abure, always uniform, oppofed 
to Mr. Pitt's propotitiODI of reformation the ide-nti. 
cal objections which, ,l1Idtr his ow,. Ill//piets, they 
appofe t9 aU reformation DOW; and Parliament at 
that time, like the late Parliament, for motive. 
which 1 leave to every man's own refledionJ rejeCt. 
cd reformation in all its fhdpes. Within the waUs 
of tbe Haufe of Commons, the proprietors of b0-
roughs npreifed 'heir indignation (as they hnc 
l.ucly, and as they would tc.-morrow) that futh a. 
prepofterous rime lhould be chofeo for alteration. 
however Wife or legulated, as the conduCion of tbe 
American war; [bc empire, they faid, had been 
rent afunder by the fermentation of political apiA 
nions; that our colonias had become republicans. 
and that if the Joor were once opened to changes, 
wbo Ihould pref~nbe their limits ? 

Tht"fe 31guml!nts tl iumphed in the Houfe of Cvm. 
mons, but Mr. Pitt triumphed with the difintereficd 
pan of' the r.;ltion. HIS argmnenfs for chufing that ' 
criftS we're cOllvincingand nnanfwcrablc. The cau(e of 
rdorm WdS hlghly popular, and men of the greateft 
rank and ~rtune took. the 1e~d in it. Irrc'gularitiesof 
qmrfe were commirtt'd, but the public mind was 
tOund. Libtls on Parliament at that ti~, &S 6nee, 
Wft't WTR.rrn; but Mr. Pitt's were unqueftionabl, the 
fttenaeft aDd tbe bdl. Public meetingt., to mke the 
fordO_ 'h<!1""PI< upon ,Il.: _dull of ,he Houfe of 
c~ in rtjtaing the PropoU(~ wen: uni ..... 
faIIy piimotcd ; but tbeIl: of Mr. Pitt, at the Tb.,...heoI 
Houf. Tavern, (IS migh' be czpct\<d ~biJ _ 
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(:orruption and abufe, always uniform, oppared 
to Mr. Pitt's propofitions of reformation the identi .. 
cal objeCl:ions which, mzder his OW" auJPices, they 
oppofe to aU reformation now; and Parliament at 
that time, like the late Parliament, for motives 
which I leave to every man's own refleCtion, reject
ed reformation in all its !hares. Within the walls 

.of the Houfe of Commons, the proprietors of bo
roughs expreffed their indignation (as they have 
lately, and as they would to-morrow) that futh a 
prepofterou time ihould be chofen for alrerariont 

however wife or regulated, as the conclufion of the 
American war; the empire, they (aid, had been 
rent afurider by the fermentation of political opi
nions; that our colonifts had become reptlblicans; 
and that if the door were once opened to changes, 
:who fll0UJd prefcribe ~heir limits? 

Thtfe argument triumphed in the Houfe of Com· 
mons, but Mr. Pitt triumphed with the diunterefted 
part of the nation. His argumcn( for chufing that • 
crifis were convin ing and nnanfwerable. The enufe of 
refOrm was highly popular, and men of lht: greatefi: 
nlOk nnd ~rtune took the lead in ie. Irregularities of 

nrfe were committed, but the public mind was 
found. Libels on Parliament at that time, as fince, 
wt"re written· but Mr. Pin's were unqtlefrionably the 
fi-rongeft and the beft. Public met'tings) to cake the 
fC'nfe of (he people upon tht: conduCt of the Houfe of 
Comm'on in njc:fring the propofition, were univcr· 
fally promoted i but chofe of Mr. Pitt, at me Thatched 

. Houfe Tav co, (as might be expected froathis WentJ 
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rerormen.: tlut the Enoch revolution had intervened; 
that U had (' .lufcd a grta~ fermentation in the minda 

of men; that it apptared to have given to the zeal 
of fome BlitiOl reformers a tinge of republicanifm; 
;md lhat {h~ .effeCts and confequences of that gt~at 

event had rearl an awful leffan to the world. Had 
Mr. l'itt acted with good faith upon thefe coo_ 

flderations, if he really entertained tbem, 1 koow 

enough of the charatter of his undc:rfund~ (0 be .. 
lievc: that hi<; cunduC\: would ha.ve be!!o different, 
and his original principle:. on which he Idled the 
.hok of h l6 memorable argument for the rdorm of 
P.lTliament, confirms me in that belitf. Mr. PiU'i 
l'nneipk, ,J1ull, .lted by the American cantell, was, 
,hd! the holdlflg high the ;tbufc:s of government bad 
been the fOllndation of all danger .md violence to iti 

authority. He: would thm~fore have again brought 
fOfWOlld the Bnufh confhmtion in its purity, as an 
antl1.lote to teptlbltca.~ fpeculations j confident tbat 
from his litu;\tion, and from the double hold he 
would have had by it ovc:r the nadon, he might 
hwe given the fpirit of reform 1'1.\$ own direa:ion, 
al d moulded it [Q h\~ own WIll. But unfortunately 
(or !o.ngb.nd, he cauk! not do this W1THOVT A.T 

~l.AST A TUll'ORARY SACkUnCE. Of HIS HATJON 

AS MINbTJ:It; Mr. Pm, therefore, chofe to remain 
in hiS !tat ion upon the only prinCIples in which, with· 
cut reform, it could poffib!y be ffiolintained. 

Havillg made this e1tcb~J it i, impombk. with
out t,be ~rofi'dt injulhcC', to deny that be 1:w con .. 

• dull«\ 
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dulled him(e1( wi.h mafierly lk'iH. 'iIld ",lib i bold
nefs without example in the hiftory bf the miniftcr 
of any regular government. I The enthufiafm (or 
EngliOl reform, animtr tro in its zeal (rom the fhug
gles of the firll: tt'formers ofFrancc, whcn.(he Baftitt 
ftll, and when t~e P:nliammt of Paris . 0pcM'd its 
doors to the reprelentativts of the natton, began to 
airtime an energy of .... hieh wifdom and virtue mi~t 
have taken the fare dirrCtion, btu which, I admit, at 
the fame time, required either to lx managed by .. 
libera l fuppart from gl)"ernment, or to be checked 
in its txceJfes by a prudent and conftitutional ft

ftrain t. The Britilh miniller took neither of thef~ 

courfc:s. Too old in office to PUt his (iruacian to ha
tml, by fuppatting the libcT:lI principles which be. 
[toweJ it> [00 bold and too I1rongly fllpported to 
employ (':tution in his remedy! embittered, perhaps, 
Wilh the refledion o( his own. Jddbon, and with the 
rt'proal'hcs levdled at him, hc ft:em~ to have re(olved 
to CUt the Gordi3n knot with a fword . Ahrmed at 
the cont:..gion of ,liberty (rom France, he determinrd 
to Cut off all communicarion between tht: two n:t
[ions, and [0 keep chern feparated at the chance, or 
rather the certainlY, from his own creation, of. 
general war in Europe. 

For this purpore the hontft bdt irrrguiar uil 
of fome focirties, inllituted for the reform of' P.ar
liament, furnifued a fc.fonabJe but a contemptible 
pretex.t; they had fent oongratuJ.,utcu)s ro the Frendi 
govnlJftJent when it bad ceared tQ be mOf'archical ~ 

C 1 
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In th~ eorttfpondtaci.es through the country on 
tbe aqufcs and corruptions of the Britilh conlli
tution, they had un{oJtunatdy mixed ~oy iIl-tlmtd 
and extrav .. ganr cccomiums upon the revolution 

1$ Fr:1I1C't'" whilft its praClicc, (or the time, had 
broke Joofc from the principks wbich dderv(d (hem; 
and, in tilcjr juft indigQatlon towards the con
faJeracic:.. then forming in Europe. they wrote 
IDany f~vere firiC\:utcs againfi their morufchical c:fta
blintmcntt, from which rhe InIXe.:! principles of our 
owJ.l aovernment were not di!l:inlt:ly or pr udent l:' 
ftp.rared. They wrote be{jde~) as nn incitement to 

the reform of PariiamenrJ many bitter obfervation .... 
upon the dc:fecbv~ cLlnfritution, end the con(~uent 
corruptioos of the: Haufe of Commons. fome ot 
which. according co the juft theory of the law, were: 

unqudhonably libels. 

_. Tht-fe irr~ul3rJties aoo excdTes Were. for a con

~d~b~ lr:n3,th of time, wholly overlooked by 
govelnilleot. Mr. Paint's works had been extc:n
lively and inclnftriouO), ctrcul.d.ted fhro\lgoout Eng
J;md and Scotland; the: correfpondcncies. which 
above 11 year afterwards became the fubjeCt of the 

nate trials, had been printed in ever)' newfpapcr. 
and fold without qudhon or interruption in every 

fhop ~Q the kingdom. when a circumtlance took 
Plite, not ~.alcubtcdJ one would imagiDC', to have 
~~noDtd iny, additional alar~ to the country, but 
'1dt~JmixCsl wilh tbe etreds~ the public,from Mr. 
~urkc". fun celebrated publication on the French 

RcvG-
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Revolution,) (~ms to " have gifta. lir.,to~ Kiag\t 
Proclamation, the ficft ad of ,gQYC2!O~ ~di91 
France an~ her aff"irs. 

A few gentleme-n . not above fifty io number, md 
confifting principallj' of perrons of rank, talems,-aQcl 
charaCter, formed rhcmfc:lwoes into a fociery, under ~ 
name of the F, ic:nJs of ti l t' Peo!->Ie. They hal 
obferved with CO<lccrn. :IS they proft-mod in the pub. 
lifhed motives of t!.eir afiuci Jlion, the grofsly l!1lt>quat 
lcprefentation of the people in the Houfe of Com. 
mons j irs effeEts upon the mca(u res of govern
mem; bur. above all, its apparent tendency to 
lower the d ignity of Poirli:l.Ine'nt, and to deprive it of 
the opinion of the people. Their aVQwt'd object wUI 
therefore, to bring the very caufe, which Mr. Pill 
had fa recently [,Iken the lead in, fairly and refpeCl .. , 
fully before the Houf:: of (o.mmoils; in hopes, as 
they dcchted. to tfalJquihft: the agitated parr of the 
public, to tefiote affcB.ion and tc(pelt for the I~i. 
flature, fa necdf:.t!y tv (ecure fubmiffion to its ;lU· · 

Ihotity; and, by concentrating the views of aU re

formas to the prel,rvatlon of our invaluable confiitu
tion, to p~vC'nt that fermentation of politicd opiniort, 
which tbe French revolution had undoubtedly given 
rife to, from taking a repUblican diret1:ion in Great 
Britain.* Thefe were not only the: profdfcd objcdlf 

of this aifociation. but the truth and 1_ (.aitJ:I, fII 

* I &ellre, upou my hODOUr, thefe were rrt'f rueo. .... ., 
COIIlinJ a mem.ber of tlaat fgeiety. 

.hem 
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them· ·rcen'f'ed afrennrds the {antHon or judicial 
wthority, when dleir proceedings wert' brought ror
ward by govC'{nmtl'lt in the courfe of the nace trials. 

~eveithekf$, on the ~ry day that Mr. Grey, at 
lhe ddire of this fmall focicty, gave notice of his 
intenckd motion in the Houre of Commons, there 
was IA 'uftantaneous movement amongft: minlners, 
as if a gn'at natronal confl,iracy had been difcover_ 
td: No afr of government appt:'arcd to have 
mn in ilgitation before that period. although the 
-('orrt"fpon~ncics btfore alhldcd ro had, for months, 
been public ami notonou" and then: "'.1!- fcart"ely 
In information, even (or a hbel, upon the file of the 
Court of King's Bench. Nevetthekr~. a -csuncil 
was almoft immC'diatt"ly held , and hi~ Majt'fty was 
advifc::d t1) ilfut hIS royal procLtmauon of the ~ III 
ei M.t,. ' 792, to roofr lhe vigilance and attention of 
du: m.glfl:rat~.s thloughout th~ kUlgdom to the vigo4 
rout difchargc of tbelf duties. 

If this har! been the only objeCt of me proclamation, 
and if it hw..l bC1:1l follo ..... ed up by no other procel-d
iogs than the fuppreffion of libel.s, and 3 coercive 
mpc:fr (or the authorities of P1.riJamC'nt, it wGUld 
havc been happy fOr England; lU1(oHunakly it 
i:eated ro haTe otht-r objeCls, which, if as 3 fubjeB: 
til lbe COQlltry. 1 have DO right to condemR, 1 may 8e 

~ with the freedom of hinary, be now aJ,lowed 
__ to 

'f~. 
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The proclamation be! u"'l~ly. '" ira ob; 
jea to fp,ead the alacm 'Boinit F .. ndi priociple.; 
and, to do it effettually, all p~ples were confidcred 
as Frenth by his M~eny's IlliniftCf$ which qUdtioRed 
the infallibility of their owo government,. or whidl 
looked towards the lC311: change in the RP"I!e~ 
of the ~ople in Parliament. 

If it had jjfucd, however, undrr the aulHorjry cat 
the Britilh miniftry only t it probably could n. 
have produced its important and unfortunate eft'ca .. 
But the minifter, before he ad.,ifed the mcafurC', bd. 
taken care to (ecure the difunion of the Whig parry, 
I'Ihich had hitherto firmJy and uniformly oppofcd 
both the principles and practice of his adminillr.ation. 
To this body I gloried to belong, as I ftiU do to 
cling evro to tbe wca,thcr-beatcn pieces of tht wrec1c 
which remains of it. Neither am I a(harned of the 
appdlalion of part)'. when the- pliraee is properly Uft .. 

dcrtl:ood; for without parties. cemented by the UlliOB 

of found principles, tvil men and evil principles 
cannot be fuccefsfuUy rdiA-.ed. I flatter myfdf that 
the people of England will not haftily believe, that 
1 have ever been a.ctuatcd in my public conduCt by 
intereft or ambition. 

The Whig party, ~ it has. been called. wu 
infign.i.ficant indeed from its oumbe-cs, and weak 
from the formidable influence of tbe: O"Own in the 
h<J,nds of its advrrfaries. but formidable, ..... ~ 
from ilIuftrious rank, great property, and fpleodW 

~aknlJi 
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t.t~ntt; ftiu mOTe (rom an C)pinion of public inttg~ 
r ity, which formed a thong hold upon the minds 
of fhe counrry. I look back wilh the moll: heart
ftlt and di(piriting farrow to -tbe divifion of th is 
little pnalan~) , whore union upon the principles 

which fitft bound them together might, in [pite of 
diffcrrnces of opinion in matters concerning which 
good men may fairly differ, have prefervcd the peace 
'of the World. re-animatt:d the forms of our own con
ftlt\ltlon, and averred calamiti es, the end of which J 
trfmble to ciunk of. H rOeCling. hOlVever, as I do. 
upon the frailties of human I) lture, adverting to the 
deceptiuns which may be praClir .. d upon it, and which 
men, by infenfiblc degrees, unconfciouOy pratl:ife 
q::on themfdves;. compelkd by candour to keep in 
view the unex:tmpled crifi s of the French revolution, 
the horrors which disfigured it, rhe alarms inft'parable 
rj"om it, bllt, above all. the dexterous iUl if]ct's which it 
furnifhed to inflame and to miOead. I willi to draw 
a. yei\ over the flages which divided ftatefmen and 
friends, at they very moment of a!l others when they 
dtlght to h:l.\'e drawn clofer togeth..:r. and when their 
'lnion might Illye preferved th ei r COllntry. I /hall, 
therc(or<", content myfelf with obferving. that before 
the King's Proclamation waS ilfued, th e fupport of 
the Duke of Portland had not only probably b«n 
(cc\lred to it. but the alfent of fame of the moft dif~ 
tthguithcd perfons in the opporition had been well 
dndtrftodd to the whole of that fyflcm of Plcafures 
w1lltb tTiH.~ in the war with FI"ance. 

The 
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The proclamation, thus fupporttci, :wa.~ pl."ted u 
the only genuine banner of loyalty throushOl,Jt the 
kingdom. voluntary bodlC:s. to frrtngthen the exe

cutIve power bv maiotaimng profecueions, were ev.ery 
where :nfhrutc::d. Society was rent arunder, and the 
harmony and (reedem 'of Enghlh manners were. for. 
a fcafon, totaHy ddlro)ed. 

It was at this period that the feeds of war were 
k)wn, whIch ever fince Wi; have been unfortunately 

reaping. Nothing t ~ more dlftant from my temper. 
or my pu rpolr. than 10 fafim the ch.lge either of 
con uptlon or (oJ/v uron all who were felzc:d with 
thIS .iI:unl , or \Ibo l'vrn conmburr:d to its propaga
tJOn. f\1Jny worthy anJ II\"( Ihgcn! pc:rfnfls, (upt=nor 

to ('orrrr.·n .... t"~l..'1llr\ ' . 111d Aloof fronl all meannds, 

Were undoubted Iv 11111 qed J.I!..ly bv 11\ I , nut'nce. It 

is f.1r more plc3f,lnt to n I! to hopc, that many of 

thofc who wert' aciJvt' 10 lprt'ad~ng the dt'lufJon were 
themfdn's deluded, than to fe.uta Imputation UPOQ 

thou fand~ who may be wirer and better than m yfdt: 

The public, III a cookr hour, Will be prepared to 
m.ke the proper difllOcbom, and to lepar.lte the if)~ 

nocent (rom the gUilty. But the effeCt! \\crc not 
the lefs mIfchievous, whatever might have beef) the 

mouvt's; and the ddufion, however It may be yet 
difgul(ed by the nuel's which product'd it, will ap_ 

pear in the furure hinary of England as a blot in tb, 
anoals of an enlightened age and of a lin: cQUhfl1. , 

D The 
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The fplrit \\ hich became prevalent about (his time, 
which bote down evt'ry thmg before it, and prepared 
[he narion for \\ar, was In abfoJure horror of every 
thing ronnea ~d with Francr. and even (or liberty 
ltfdf. becau(e f rance avowed to be (omending (or 
it. It confoundrd the cafual intemperance of an en4 

Jargecf and warm zeal for the freedom and happinefs 
of mankind wi th a tendency to univerfal anarchy, 
and to a refi(hlnce of all governments: it confidered 

;!.n irritable (cn ft: of the evils attending the Chri(han 
fuperftitions, :INi a complacency under theiT rapid 
declenfion, as a decu.icd apofbcv from the church, 
and as the fute teft of lrreltgion. and even of athellin 

ir(df. It fet down as a declared enemy to monarchy, 
however exilhng by coofent, anJ pOlzed, like our 
own, by the balances or a popular confhtution, every 

mIn who did nor lhrow up hIS cap wht'n combined 
de(potifm was uampling upon the db.bh{hment~, and 
cafting lots {or the t,ermol ies of free men, or whQ 
dared to exult and triumph v. hen a murderous rna
nifdlo was thruft down the throats of the t}'rants who 
uttered it, and when a grc=at penple. determined to be 
fr~, fucceeded In rt'pdling the'lawlefs invaders of' 
their country_ 

Thefe were the {('dings which minillers at this 
period imputed to large d:dfcs of the people o(Great 
:p.rip:n, and of our fifter kingdom. 

1=lt.& lmputttton ... as made with truth: the infe
~ Qnly was f3.llaciou.s and wicked. 1C the well .. 

founded 
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founded imputation of thefe {caratiaos, and the habits 
of publicly expreffing them. be political guilr, 1 (or 
one pl{;tJ guilty i and I thank God, above all his 
other ble-mngs, that he has indelibly imprdrC'd them 
upon my underlb nding aod my hrart. But Jet us 
('''lm ine what were the public (ruit~ of thde daoge
rou~ emotions, which rtmkred it nccdf.IrY [0 convert 
tilt: n.tdon, lS It w.:rt", into IT hi ge prifon, hy rent ifrive 

Jaws, by inte1n:d nllbr,lIY il~.Ljm , anu by the {epa. 
fations of CXlCIn:tl \\:1.r. 

CO lfider::.ble boclirs of the people \\ ere ddirous of 
fl irTing tI.~· qudli\Jll of reform .1t a time when Mr. 
P lre h ,ld Inl Il down, ::,.c]l:lC (l)llowers of the Duke 
of Richmond (then a cabinet lmndlc: of the King) 
wer=: no t only the Olaf!: nUOlC'jQu\, bue were diftin

guilhcd by the length!> to which they fcemtd to pufh 
their views uron the fuhjeft; vjJ:w: \\h lch I ;ldmit [0 

have Oe(n '""0)' lilll( jlJOrl of thor\! which the Duke 
'umfdf had avowed and aCted upon a few ytar~ 
before .. 

WhiHl it continllts to be the office or coum of 
juAict to decide upon evidence. J filaJl m.lima;n thi~ 
to havt been the exten t of [he ddigns which at the 
date of the proclamation, or which at any time after
walds, prevailtd in this country. Kat a man had 
~tn then convi8.ed. nor hOlS now, whilll: I am writing,: ., . 
for any [reafon againft the f1:.att, though the laWI 

have been new caft anel. manufaCtured !O r~a~h c~; 
which the venerable inrtiwtions of our forefathers did 

D. ..,. 
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not touch I and no con(piracy again ll: the gov~rn~ 

Jnc:nt had th~n, or has to tillS hour, be-en deteCted'. 

Libd$, indeed, both thtn and [mct', as at all other 
period<, were undoubt('dly wlinen by rn;rchicvous, 

turbulent, and mlfguided indlvidudis. But the com
munity at large was found, and [he objea which gave: 

the tt'al offence was virtuous and laudable. It was 
to reform the reprefentation of the HOllfe of Com

mons, by the ways of tIlt' confifttltion, by an endeavour 
to collett (ht: ptlbhc fcntlmenc, and to product' it be. 
fore Parliamt'nr. l/lrce F nglilh juries drtennincd th;s 

to have been tIlt" oIJjct1:, and the crown m :V Cf inviu:d 
a fourth [0 contradICt: tht'm. The oby:Ct. therdoreJo 

was virtuous and laudable, and if the confi irution 

is to be preferved, the renewed pur(u it will alone 
prc(crfc it j and it might then bavc bern (ecurcd 

without a firuggl e, without a war with Fr,lnC'(" and 
without fear of her revolutIon-If thore \\ ho have 
the: deepeft incereft in" t~e ftate bJd not been afl :lld of 
ENCLISH liberty. 

J never fh "ll be the def~ ndef of pnpulJr excdfes, 
1I0r of commotions \\hic11 Clll cnd.m,;tr tlw pelce of 
my country; God forbid th.u I {houIJ: but I know 

Cley never c:ln arire, if men, who (land on the v.lnuge 
ground jn focier)", will only bthave with common 

honeRy and common fenfe. It is not yet toO late 
for the higher orders of this country to confider welJ 
this fubject. Let me imploie them, wh1le yet prac

ticable. to give a f.tfe direCiion to a fpirit which 

~er Lawi nor W ar~ will rtprefs. 
This 
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This fpirit is at prtfcnt high in .Irtlancf, and tnt 

teeent 'Zeal of that brave and v irtllOU5 people has 
compJerdy deteckd ~he [aWe and pernicious cotlum
nies upon both cO\1nuit's. It hu demonCtr:ued that 
a ddire to reform a,bures "in the government is not at 

all connefled with rl iOoyahy to irs dlablithment, 3fld 

that {he rdlof"tion of a (j"ec conftirurion by the wjf~ 
dam and (pir ie of a r:;lrion ha~ no aEiancc with~ hut, 
on the contr:uy, is '.me:i), aborrCIJt to a fubmiffiw. 
to foreign (orce. 

The late arr('mpr npon frel.md ought neverthe
lefs co lIl :> k ,· the deqwfl impn·mon upun the govern
ment of l ·.ng!:wd. The VCI}' fi.nfJl iu/J oc,,:!/ioned by 
it) :lnJ OlH congi":llU ' Jr\On :> upon fhe fuppor! of the 
tlcmt'nt~, is in ilfc f a rnn.kIJm:Hion of the IlWafU1Cs 

J)u rfued in tl.:n ( CUll ll y. 

If ll'e1:tnd w~rc ('ondllctl\! ;l~ (he ocght to he, what, 
orpcndulct" , in G'J(I\ r. a ' I' I' , (ould wc han' 10 place 
upon tbe wimh,? Could a prOld~;yc goyc tranc.-nt of 
thr~e mill ions (If men, h:Jppy under the cnjoymt'n t of 
our (rec: confticUtiun, /;.1VC oc!.:a fion to look !O a \\ca

thcr-glafs fot its raftty :lgaintl: Iwenty rhollfalld Infn? 

or could any th inti but a ho,'r of (i:fl1nivn, held 
out to an enemy by the dfu.''t, {If a n.lrrow policy. 
h,H'c fuggdled fo 'Weak and ftt blt· an expedition? 

This is a hope that will rrmalO uncxtingui'hed in 

France. and which nl.ly bc {'xpetled to produce 
tt.ltu:e and more da,)g:erous eX~)tdi tion~. unlefs Calis

faCtion 
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l.aion be iiven to the ({'dings of toat country. [c 
is a dangtrous mode of reckoning, that bt:cau(e the 
people: have not manifefie"d their di fc amenr by invit
ing a:n enemy, they are therefore to be con{jd~led as 
contented; or, that their willies may be tht: rr,Qre 

rarely negleCted. It is j~fi1y obft:rved by Locke, 
rh:lt nations, inflead of being plone to r('flft their 
goverQments without C:IUre, lequire long continued 
negll'ft: and provocation to rouCt: dH'm t'ven to a 
rcafanable: and juftinable ,difi<lnft'. But he follows 

thi~ obfervation by rem nding the! u1, I <; ci n,lles an(1 

liingdoms, th:Jt thi~ dllpofilJon h .l\'(S them neither 

juftific3tion nur p!ord'tion wht-I! (btu authorities are 

fubverted. lind that the dt'grt't of U\!gul't, which ~viJl 
ilt laft furely overturn thcOl, is not Ina[\t'r of fafe or 

r.ational olcuhtion: that tht: progn: rs of d i(affcCtion 

is infenfib1c and iovifiblt', and that H i~ (n:qucn[ly 
hurried on to the fatJ.i conchlfioll b) <lccidt:nt:) nt:lt hcr 

lO be fort:fcen nor refiil-ed. 

Thl:(c rcReBion:) ought to fuggdl the propriety of 
fC'culii'lg th i~ molt v.I\U<lUit: part of tl'e t"mpirc from 

the poffible a,Ulger of II bencr conn:rted att.ick. 1 hi:) 

ought to be:: done', not merdy by more w31chful opera

tions (for I have purpofely JllUnned :lJl confideration 

of the detail~ of departments) , but by f('tting the watch 

in the interefu and affeCtions. of lhe I rifh peoplt::. 

Nothing can a~compli(h th:s t:m the abfoiuce re

nunciation of that jealous and refiriCtive fyflem of 

government, which charat1erifes the- pn:(cnt adminif
tra ti oa 
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tration every where, but more: than any where if] that 
kingdom. To rule with fecuriry over that people. 
ar over any other; in the prefcnt condition of the 
world. they !nun be fee :u their eaf~J and made happy 

by every indulgence within the compafs of their 
government. To make the intereft of fupportiag: 
any civil cllab:if11mc:nt univerlal, the privileges it, 
confers mull be InJce univn[.,1. allo. To iqrpi,re 
[he multitllde ....... itll i'ldi~natlon at 1 (oreign enemy, 
they mull: be: mJde [0 ft.cl pratlically the priVileges 
which Ius in vafion flokes at, and the focial bleffings 

it would dearay. 

It is (a id, till! ""hen pC:l;;e arrivt:s it ma)' be Pflldent 
(0 confider thefe gredt objdh. Bllt without inftant 
confiderMlon of them, pc,lCe may never arrive at 

all. If 1 had the plincdy d,''llin ion of Ireland. 
and wt're 101 J of all htOr (od, J would choofe that 
moment for rdO! ming her parliamt"nr, and for com. 
plete emanc ip.ttlun , when tll(; enemy was plying 

upon hel cO.lfb: not as <Ich of (uJden fcar. hut of 

found ""ifdom 3tld critical jul1ice. To .... i!hhold 
(rom great bodies of a people the frcdl .md (ullen 
communicatioos of all the priV ilege,) of their goveln. 
mene when its exinence is external)\, tllrc3tcl1ed, is 
to bandage up the right arm whm an enrmy is flP
proaching, and, by robbing it of its circulation, to 
deprive it of its flrcngth. 

But the Irilh people Bocked with loyahy to the 
fiandard of their country • For that very reafon if 

! ~ou~ 
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6.o111d ~ nowned with the g3rlar.d o( C'Onftitutionu 
freedom. Let the prefcnt ~oment be feized for 
ma~ing refo rmation a fponuneous act of JiberJI and 
enlightened pohcy, in(\:eac\ of being hereafltr an act of 
cautiOUS prudence, wh ICh may dtilroy 1('; g race and 
effdl:. Let all the conceffions of government m 
both (oUlnties be the cO:Jcdlions of wlfnom and be
I'leficcnce i and not, as wa~ hapFily t'xprdTed by a 

great writer, hke the rcfiltutlon of Holen goods. 
Let thr people of bodl cuunrrics l('Ct n e the g, catdl: 
dtgree of frc t' ci om wll1 ch lhe trlle fp lfH of Ollr con
ftitutlon I~ c! pa b1e of lllfp(" u (jng, .Ind we may then 
(mile at all lll Vlfio ) s, v.h :l( t:vt'r IC l ell of coa(\. <,ur 

ftlenw:,s may ! olrds. U ncie! fue h a fyfi C'm, 1I11'lt:ad 
ofllOrs amI. mUlmU1 l ng,~ , by COerCIve aas of parlla
menta every m:l.l1 \Iou'd be a voluntt'cr with 3. cou

rage \Io'hlCh no Ol llU!' Y b II em W(pIl C, and ev~ry 
houft=: and U)'t1g' 10 G I{':lt Bnt tl i,) and !r(' \J.nd would 
be a \J,u r<llk (01 the (old'ICIS 01 dl\: il coulltry. 

~rht'fc are u,,(ortunJ.td t' Mt al)nra.:t and fpeculative 
rt"!tdl. J(ln< , ! I l • y \\ o'.)ld !ll 'l e been fo furmerly: but 

tflttl' are J'(,W ra J~ 'l[ b ,' Iht=: .l\\ fu l l imes wc hve 10, , " 
It" is ti,: \ I 'e of Llilol Y ar:d obft'nJ..wll (0 be a gUIde 

fur the future. 

It was 3: r~fb idivt=: fynem of government in Hol~ 
laftd aDd lhe Nctherbnds. and the C'on(c:qut'nt divi. 

fiOl"110 amonl>ft their inhab~tants , tlw tfa~ fudd~nly .1.1-
~ , , "-':> 

ttff'd the face of Europe by their fubJugation, and I ~ 
i4 '~ )Ufctence between the noble and mdependent 

" . pndc 
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pride of a free government and the valfalagc afar ... 
bitrary power. that is: wrcfiing at this moment from 
the haud~ of the Emperor the fceptre of his Italian 
ftates. 

The French (Jacm of fraicrnization, tlieefi'ed of 
tvhirh we have fiTl1 with fa much horror. could have 
h:td no other foundation. If the free governments 
which they fulJVcrtcu. han not fullen off from the 
ends of their inllitutions , their [lIbvcrfions would 
have been impracti(nhl(', and Ihe memorable decree 

of the 19th of November would have been the dc
rition, in(kld of tI l<" terror of Europe. 

I "Ill (11ft)" il~(ked to iCm;l.1 k., that th is deere!?, ahd. 
the (yil(,nl of \\ hirh it wa<;.l part, cxified only upon 
paper, :1IlJ in tile in fi .llll lll<l t ory fJ)f"CdlC~ of enl hu fial:' 
t ic llIen, until con(nkrateJ Etiropc began the actual 
and forci!lle frat crnil.ati()!1 f)( the monarchical part 

of Francc . \''''hcn thal ualion Ilad effi:l1l d an intcr
nal rCHlJut ion, no TJI.:lttcr upon what principle or with 
what crimes, it fuould ha,·c occurred to licr invaders, 
who could not ha ,·c looked to fuhjugation bu~ by · 
the dh·ifions of ci\·il fury, that they were thcmfclves 
pratl ically purfuing that "cry {pecies of hO(lility, the 
theory only of wI. eh had bto,;n an objea of their exe
cratio n, and ti le fu~ndation oftllCi r confederacy. The 
fame refleCtion ought to have deterred Great Britaia 
from the maciler:; and impolit ic expedition to Quibe .. 
ton. The government of France had then affumed a 
t<,gular form, and was in the cxcrcifc of a regul.u Je-

E galil.c;Q 
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galized autllority. The devoted handful of unhapp,! 
fugitives from tbeiT country could 1.10 nothing by tile 
{word. The expedition, therefore, wa:. to r('kindle 
the ton It of difcord :lmidfi twcnty-fh'c millioll~ of 
m en beginning to c(c<lpe from it~ (orhJcr furY, rlml 

fettlcd nndet an c!hhlilhcd ~o'\'('rnmcllt. Olll' ill\'a
fion ~vas to work. by l'onfufioll :If!;flj ' l!1 dtablifhcd 
authority; to fiil" up ali the ckmlul ::. of mifcry and 
miiChit:f amongH tIl t! inno(C'nt pi]'t of till" ommll 

Dlty. incapabk ()t llnd('rn'I!I(ljll~ the '" ,H\ \~; fur \\ hid\ 
they fought, amI \\ ltl'O\!t ryen tlie h"p,' ()jl '11lT p:"t 
of proterli ng them [P1111 til(' ( 'll Y ( If tilL r')\ CI nnw~lt 

againfi "hid: thl'j ft.hJ:\'d. 

WIL.'lt was thi .. proLT~llillg LlIt the ycry fyJ1c lll w~ 

had imputed ~,Fr,I1\('''':, ,1l U.l PlOc1.:i ' :lf.:d \\ itlt hot
ror to the univ!.:rii: ? 

I.hope, indecd, all ci\iilll'J lJ:ll\o:J <; \"ill hcrc:lfrc: 
contur in fiigmatifing this ilOiUi,ic and b:nbaroll" 
fyftemof hOlulitics: a 1{l'allgC'r C':,l'U to that hcroilin 
which has llllfortu n:lhJ) com ITlec\ :Il" riIl1('~ of con· 
<Juefi: into th" moll t:& iua till:! lr. \lllJp!t::. 0, Ill3.UkUlJ. 
It is a f)llcm "hit 11 i" dil(,,'1,(\ aga!llll the firfr 
principle of (tKial honour <lnd happincfs. It beah 
up for cvn)' rod, d('gradiug, and dangerous panion 
<?f the human mind. It ducs not raifc the open, 

manly ftantlard of nation ~raina nation, but in the 
Cowardiceof warfare, whichdilfolves its only iliellalll 

ment, divides a nation againCt i((elf. It makes up' 
an army of public crime iand private difcontent,; 

0> 



\3f hom·n trror and (alfe opinion, of de!perate vice 
and virtuous pov~rty driven (0 dtJptratioo. It 

fl.'ts free lhe victims uf t he IJWS [0 impti!on and 
('nOwe the fhte; b: ings into me fide! againf! one 

another men ,\110m the flme la nd :lnd the fame 

t:u het!'. hJvt: bu.-d , and wbich , in!l:cad of (('[ding this 
j;orriblc COlln;,~ hy the (annon and the fword , the 
(ho!"tdl cme fur;) {' mifc:ri{'s i: h~s engeMered, 

:.!~d extrnding 11ll (.Hlhn than to the .... t't llal cem· 
t" ,t.1I1 t ~, rj)r(',d~ w.,k' 11.,; dcfolation by the flower 
wo:::tpons of jf.donlY ::nr.l difhufi, of (('rror and ven
g{':l!1ce; fCOW!.'IS [!i!.' !J:ld with dift'J.le and famine, and 

by the ddl:rutl ion nf pllblic credir, public confidence, 
and l )llb ~i c opi ni')n, ddlToy~ for the pn:ft'nr, and puts 
to tile dit' of C!l:l:{CC here~flt:r, the . exiHence 7Jld 

even the Illn1t' of a COWltly . 

When my (u~ieCl is attended to, I h:tve no apo
Jog)' [0 make for th j~ digrdEon. I mlctd it· can. 

hard ly be called om:; b("caufc the faas which gave 
ri f..:: to it {bnd in thc:r proper places as connected 
with the origin of th e WJr againrl France, and be· 
caurc the refleCt ions (rom them are not (pontaneow, 

bdng dictatt'd by public duty tG the hiCt.or.i.an of 
fueh events. 

The excelks which unfortunately difiingulfhed 
the Frt~ch revolution, focn after tite proclaa&&
lion, fur ther favourt'd d.e (yacm of antipathy ...,.taa 
frJ.nce, and the ,death of her unlt:q>py ~h prt 

r. fur.ther 



flmher ri~ned the plans of government already in 

aeitarion. 

Before this memorable rer:! rht're was a vilible dir~ 
poGlion in minifiers to:l. rup[Ure with France, but the 
fenfe of hl'r Gtuation infpired the French councils with. 
11 prudente which difappoinred it. Minifters had 

noronollfly connived at, if not affirted in fomenting 

the confpi racy th~n forming throughout l ueopt' ~ 
thry had covertly libelled France in the proc\amal1o!l 
wh icn M. Chauvdin, by orde-r Ciom hl~ CJun, had 
olily mildly complained of, they hJJ wi!hd ,nvn L ord 

Gower from Pam; th er h.lJ ftf on foot :1. cOfle· 
fpondcnce netw('en the fecI et:l.r ,· of {late :lnd htl ml
niner here ill the maa Imperious langtli\ge, and ,Ipon 
complaints whICh {he either dlf<lvowt:d. or to the le

moval of which lhe feemcd to fubmir. 

AU thefe provocatIons wrre refined by Francr. 
and tll e concdIions wll1cf1 flu' made bdore and afrt'r 
our refula1 to acknowledge her :lmbaJTador would 
fcarcdy be bdieved, if it dId not remain on rrcord in 
the correfpondence as it was I.ud before the Houfe of 
Commons by minif\crs themfdves, 10 vindirate th eir 
conduCt in difmiffing M. ChlUYthn, and to jufilfy 

the W:1.r which It produced. 

This correfpondence is (carcely known to, or re
colleCted by, the Englifh publ ic. Its authenlicity is 
~nqudtionable, and the examination of it will p lace 
the authors of the war in their proper colour~ . 

~ Th~ 
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'The mlmon orM. Chauve1in, as ambaffador frona. 

the King of the French, com,mcncoo, in the (pring 
of '792, and his firfi- note, as appears by the corre
fponJencc with Lord Grcnvilk, b ,-ATS date the 12th 
of May ill that yc.lr. It had for its ohjdt to explain 
to the court of (~reJ t Britaill (a ... \\ ill appear by re
fcrcncl' to it) the fcal;)!}'. .... hich hao dderminocl 

France to a war \\ ,Ib Iht' Empcrur. 

It fiatcd, in tlie 11.11118 of Llc Frcn r h King, that a 

great cotlfpirary Iud bell} l(mIld in Emopc ilgairul 

France to dellroy Ill'!' lICW f'unJii lntlol1, \,11i<:h he 
}ldd li,orn to nIJinlJiJl, »laJking (or a (caron the 
)In'p.Jf.llil)/l'i of it-. deli::lh hy <111 intuiting pity for 
l.i ~ pClion J.I,d ~ Le.ll h,r hi~ .:uthNit). 

It rd forth the rcmoni1rancr<, which he (the French 
King) had made upon 111(' lid'i ' , I of thi~ t.,oalilion, 
firri to thl' rm pe ror L01polJ, :l1Itl ,lfterwarJ", to 
.Fran! j ... who [uccccdcd lllm . He il\formed Great 
];11( ,1<11, I b.lt. it h.d all,lIl heen avowed , and a de
daration made, lliat it fhould not eeu(e " ulllit 
I< Fhmcc jJtQu/J rwwvr Ihe iel iolt; Ctuifi's wll1£h llila 
" grvm rifo 10 It." The llote added, that this de. 
dar<tliOIl bad been 3ccompallicd willi the afic.muling 
vf troop'" UpOiI all the fronti ers of France, cvid('111ly 
for the purpofl; of (,cmllraining her inha.uilants tet 
tilter the form of the government they had chafen. 

Having thus flatct1lhe caufes of the war with the 
E~peror, the French King appealed to the Dritith 

govern-



~ve . mellt for the jufticc o(his caufc; and, to re
SUC19'e all jealoufics refpcCl:irig this country-which had 
been induftriouiIy circulated, Moniieur Chauvelrn. 
in bis name, and by his authority~ further declared, 

H that whatever might be the fate iJf arms in that ';;ar
7 

" Frallee rdelled all ideas of aggrandiftment; that jbe 
H 'would preferve ber liberty,. ber conjliJlltioll, her 1I1l
"alienable right of reforming herfelf wbeilever }he 
" might think proper j that 1be never '{vollid allow oiher 
"/#Wers to 110urifb a hope qf dina/ing laws to h,r. 
" BIll that that very pride, fo natural and fo jujl, was 
" a fllre pledge to all tbe p()wers from U.l;OI}1 foe )bollia 
"receive 110 provocation, not 01lly of bey r:onflant pa
,. cijic Jijpofition, bllt alfo of tbe rejpetl whifh FraffCI 

" wouldjhew at all times for the laws, the cujioms, and 
" the forms of governments, of different lIations." 

As at this time much had been [aid of attempts 
made by France to produce difturbances in this 
country, the note further declared, " thallhe French 
,. King defired to have it knO'lvn, that he would publicly 
" tmd Jtverely dijavow ,ll agent; at foreign courts i" 
cc plact with France, 'U,)ho floliLd dare to depart an if/flattt 
~r from tbat rifpell, either ty fomen/illg or fll7)ollring 
" illjll,.reCJion agamJl tbe e)JabJijL'ed order, 07· by hz/er
, ftring in a,!y ",anner wz,ate'lJer in tJ.,~ itlferior p6lky of 
., foc~ jlates, IInder prtt:IlU of II proft~·tiJnl, whjch, 
« lxerciftd ill l/;e dominions (If/riend!:,! pau.'lrS, a·OM1J te 
~ "al'DioltJ/;on rf t};tl !:JW of 1IIJJjons." 

. This 




