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r.emained the mafter of a field) or being drive. 
n-om a ground on whkh heencountered his enemy.' 
A man with whom he can affoclJre in all his pur­
fUlts, whom he can embrace as his friend; in whom 
he finds an objeCt to hi~ affections, and an aid in 
his frruggles, is to him the moft pr~clOus accef. 
Gon of fortune. 

EVEN where the friendChip of particular men is 
out of the que/han, the {oclery, beIng occupied ill 
forming a party that may defend aldl, or annoy 
its enemy, find'S no objeCt of g{'eater moment tl\an 
the increafe of its numbers. Captives who may. 
be adopted~ or children of either ft:x who may be 
reared for the publIc, are accordlOgly confidered 
as the richdt fpoll of an enemy. The pracrlce of 
the Romans In admitting the vanqUJfllcd to (hare 
in the privdegcs of their city, the rape of.-the Sa-­
bines, and the fubfequent coallrion with that 
people, were not fingular or un.common examples 
in the hlftoryof mankind. The fame policy has 
been followed, and was natural and obviol1s where­
ever the ftrength of a ftate conlifted in the arm~ 
of a few, and where men were valued 10 them­
[elves, wlthouc r-egard to efiatc or forrune. 

IN rude ages, therefore, while mankihd fub!i.ft 
in fmall dlvilions, it thould appear, that If the 
earth be th101y peopled, thiS defect does 'bot arif~ 

from the negligence of thofe who ollght to repair 
it. It is even probable, that the moft ~1feCl:ual 
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*rolfe tha.t could be taken to increafe the fpecles, 
'WOuJJ be, to prevent the coalItion of nationli, and 
to oblIge mank:nd to all: in fuch fmall bodles as 
would make: the prefervatton of their numbers a 
prjncipal obieft of their care. This alone, it is 
true. would not be fllfficif'nt: we mutt probably 
add the encouragement for rearing fam1lies, whIch 
mankind enjoy unda a favourable pohcy, and the 
lI'teans of fubftftellCe whi.ch they owe to the prac­
tice of arts. 

THE mother is unwilling to increafe her off. 
{prlllg, and is tll proVided to rear them, where {he 
herfelf is obliged to undergo great hardfbrps in 
~hc fea.rch of her food. In North America we are 
toldJ that 1he jOins to the referves of a cold or a, 

tt\odtratC" temperament, the abttinencles to which 
1he f\Jbmit~, from tne confideratiQll of [his drffi­
~ulty. In her apprehenuon, It is matter of pru­
dence, and of conl<:ience to bring one child to the 
t'Qndirion of fe('dlOg on vemion, and of following 
on foot, bdore tbe will hazard a new burden in 
\ravelhng the woods. 

IN warmer latitudes, by the different tempera­
ment, perhaps, WIllen the c1imat(' beftows, and by 
a greater 'facility in procuring fubGilence, the num­
bers of mankind increafe, while the objeCt: itfelf 
is nC'g}e~ed; and the commerce of ~he (exes, 
without any conc('rn for population, is made a 
(ubjeCt of mere debauch. In fome placeiJ we are 
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told, it is even made the objet\: of a barbarou( 
policy, to defeat or to reftrain the Intentions at 
nature. In the Wand of Formofa, the males art 
prohibited to marry before the age of forty; and 
females, if pregnant before the age of thirty-fiX', 
have an abortic1lil procured by order of the magi­
fhate, who employs a VIOlence that endangers the 
life of the mother, together with that of the ehlld·. 

IN China, the permiffion given to parallts to kill 
or to expoCe their children. was probably meant as 
a relief from the burden of a numerou~ offsprIng. 
But notwlth(landlOg what we hear of a practice 10 
repugnant to the human heart, It hdS not, pro­
bably, the elfelts In rdhailllng population, WhlCh 
it feems to threaten; but, ltke many other inftitu­
tions, has an Influence the re.erfe of what it feemed 
to pOI tend. The: parents marry with this mtans of 
relic:f in their view, and the cluldren are faved. 

HOWEVER important the objeCl: of population 
may be held by mankind, It will be difficult [0 Snd , 
in the hlftory ot" CIVIl' pohey, any Wile or e£Fc:dual 
eftabhlhments (oldy calculated to obtain it. The 
prattice of rude or feeble nanons is inadequate, or 
cannot furmount the obftacles which are found in 
~heir manner of life. The growth of induftry, the 
endeavours of men to improve their arts, to extend 
their commerce, to [ccure their po{feffions, and to 

~~abliJb theIr r,ghrs, are Indeed the molt elfdtUSl 

• ~olletlioll of Diltch Voyages. 

4-



~3" of Population and Wlalth. Part III. 

means to promote population: but they arife from 
il different motive; they arife from regard~ to in­
tereft and perfonal fafety. They are intended for 
the benefic of thofe who exifr, nor to procure the 
increafe of their numbers. 

I T is, in the mean time, of importance to know, 
that where a people are fortunate In their political 
efrab1i!hments, and fuccefsful in the purfuits of in­
dufrry, melr poptllation is likely to grow in pro­
portion. Moll:: of the other devices thought of 
{or this purpofe, only [erve to fruftrate the expec­
tations of mankind, or to mu1ead their attentIOn. 

I..,. planting a colony, in frriving to repair the 
occafional wafies of peiblence or war, che imme­
dtate contrivance oP ftacefmen may be ufeful; 
but if, in reafoning on the tncreafe of mankind In 

general, we overlook their freedom and their hap­
pinefs, our aids to po~ulation become weak and 
inc:ffeCl:ual. They only lead us to work on the fur­
face, or to purfue a !hadow, whtle we neglect the 
fubtla.ntial concern; and in a decaying fiate, make 
'us tamper with palliatives, while (he roots of an 
nil are fuffered to remaIn. OCl:avius revived or 
-inforced the laws thac related to population at 
,Rome: But it may be faid of hIm, and of many 
foveteigns in a fimilar fituation, that they admini­
ftcr the poifon, while they are devlfing the re­
mt:dy i and bring a damp and a palfy on'the prin­
ciples of life, while they endeavour, QY external 
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applications to the ficin, to reftore the bloom of a 
decayed and fickly body. 

IT is indeed happy for mankind, that this im­
portdnt objet!: is not always dependent on the wlf­
dam of fovereigns, or the policy of fingle men. A 
people wtene on freedom, find for [hemfelves a 
condition in which they may follow the propenfi­
ties of n.1tl1re with a more fign,'l effeCt, than any 
which the councJls of fiatt' could devife. When 
fovereigns, or projeCtors, are [he' fllppofed mafter5 
of this fubjeCt, the beft they can do. is to be cau­
tious of hurting an intereft they cannot greatly 
promote, and of makIng breaches they cannor; 
repair. 

" W HJ:N nations were divided into fmaB terri­
" tories, and petty commonwealths, where each 
" man had his houfe and his field [0 himfeJf, and 
" each county had its capital free and indepen­
(( dent; what a happy fituatlon for mankind," 
fays Mr. Hl1Ine; " how favourable to induftryand 
~, agriculture, to marriage and to population 1'" 
Yet here were probably no fchemes of the ft~tef­
man for rewarding the married, or for punifhing 
the Lingle; for inviting foreignt"rs to fetIle, or for 
prohibiting the departure: of natives. Every citi­
zen finding a paifeff*n fecure, and a provifion for 
his heirs, was not difcouraged by the gl~my fears 
of oppreffion or want: and where every other 
funCtion of narure was free, thac which furni1hed 
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the nurfery cotl1d not be ren-rained. Nature has 
required the powerful to be juft j but {be has not 
()therwife mtrufted the prefervation of her works 

to their vifionary plans. What fewel can the ftatef­
man add to the fires of youth? Let him only not 
fmother it, and the ei"dt is [ecure. Where we op­
prefs or degrade mankind with one hand, it is vain) 
like OaavlU~. to hold out in the ocher, the baits of 
marri:1ge, or the whip to barrenners. It is vain to 
invlte new inhabitants (rom abroad, whlk lhole we 
.already pofiHs are made to hold their tenure with 
uncertainty. and to tremble, not only under the 
profpeCt of a numerous famlly, but even under 
(hat of a precarious and doubtful fubfiftence for 
themfe\ves. The arbitraTY fovereigh who has 
made thi!. the condition of his fllbJeCCs, owes the 
remains of his people to the powerful inftinCl:s of 
nature; not to any device of his own. 

ME'l will crowd where the fitllation is temptjng, 

and, in a few generations, will people every coun­
try to the meafLlre of its means of fubfiftence. 
"fhey will even increafe under circumftances that 
portend a decay. The frequent w.ars of the Ro­
mans, and of maRY a thrivmg community ~ even 
the peftilcnce, and the market for flares, find their 
fu.pply, if. without d~lhoylng the {ource, the drain 
become r.egular j and if a~ iff"ue is made for the 
-offsprinw. without unfettling the f3Ulibes fl~ 
which they arile. Where a happier provifion is 
made for ma:.nk.ind, the Lt&td"mao~ who by pre-
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miums to marriage, by allurements to foreigners. 
or by confining the natives at home~ apprehends., 
that he has mode the numbers of his people to. 

grow, is often hke the By 10 the (.lble,. who ad­

mired its fllCC~fs in turning the whed, and in 
moving the can iage: he has onl'}' acompanied 
what was already in motion; he has dalhed with 
hili oar, to hafl:en the cataract; and waved with. 
hiS fan, to give fpeed to the wlnd~. 

PRO]I:CTS o( mighty fettlemenr,.. and of fuddcn 

population, howaver foccefsful in the end, are al­
ways expenfive to mankilld. Above a hundred 

thoufand peafants, we are told, were yearly dri~~ 
like fo many cattle, to Pcterlburgh, 10 the firft 
attempts to replenilh r'-lat fettlement7 and )'e':trly 

periilied for want of fubliflencc·. The Indl:lIl 
only attempts to kttle 10 the neighbourhood of 

the plantam t, and whllt: 1113 fdmIly mcrcafes, he 
adds a tree to the walL 

b the plantain,.. the COCOJ, or the p<tlm, were 
fuffident to tllQlncam an inhabitant, the race of 
men in the warmer climate!. might become as nu~ 

merous as the trees of the forefr. But in many­
parts of the earth, from the nature of the clima[e~ 
and the foil, the fpontaneous produce being next 
to nothing, the means of fubfiftence are the fruits 
only of labour and ikill. If a people .. white they 
l'~tain their frugality, ':Ocreafe thejr induftry, and. 

• Sctachlealtctg, t Dampier. 
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improve their arts, their numbers muil: grow in 
proportion. Hence It IS, that the cultivated fields 
of Europe are more peopled than the wilds of 
America, or the plains of Tartary. 

EVT even the increafe of mankind which attends 
the accumulation of wealth, has its lImItS. The 
necejforyof fife IS a vague and a relative term: It 
is one thing 10 the 0pwlon of the t.l.V age j another 
in that of the pohfhed clt1zen: It ha!) a reference 
to the fancy, and to the habItS of livIng. WhIle 
arts improve, and riches Increafe; whde the pof-
1effions of Indlvlduah, or their profpecl:s of g,un 7 

come up to their opinion of what is requm:d to 
fettle a falmly, they enter on its cares with ala­
cnty. But when the poifdTIon, however redun­
dant, falls !hort of the tb.ndard, and a fortune 
·(uppofed fufficient for marnage IS attamcd with 
difficulty, population IS checked, or begins to de­
cline. The citizen, 10 his own apprehenoon, re­
turns to the ftate of the favage; his chIldren. he 
thinks, muft peri!h for want; anJ he quItS a feene 
overflowing with plen ty, becaufe he has nor the 
fortune which his fuppofed rank, or lus wifhes re­
quire. No ultimate remedy is appfied to thiS evil, 
by merdy accumulating wealth; for rare and coftly 
materials, whatever thefe are, continue to be' 
fought; and if filks and pearl are made common, 
men will begin to covet fome new decoratIOns, 
which the wealthy alone can proGure. If they 
~ indulged in their humour, their dema.nds are 

repeated: 
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repea~ed: For it is the continual increafe of riches~ 
not any meafure attamed, that keeps the craving 
Imagination at eafe. 

MEN are tempted to labour, and to pratbfe lu­
crative arts, by motives of intereft. Secure to the 
workman the frUlt of hls labour, give him the 
profpetl:s of indt"pendence or freedom, the public 
has found a faithful mmI!l:er in the acquilition of 
wealth, and a faithful fteward in hoarding whac he 
has gained. The ftatefman, in this, as in the cafe 
of population ltfelf, can do lIttle more chan :rvoid 
doing [mCchlef. It is well, if, in the beginnings of 
commerce, he know!. how to repre[s the frauds to 

which It is fubjecr. Commerce, if comintled, is 
the branch In which men, committed to the effects; 
of their own experIence, are lean apt to go wrong. 

THE trader, in rude ages, is /hort-lighted, frau­
dulent, .lnd mercenary; but in the progre[s and 
advanced flate of his art, his views are enlarged~ 
his maxims are eftabhlhed: He becomes punfruaJ, 
hberal, faithful, and emerpriling j and in the pe­
riod of general corruption, he alone has every 
virtue, except the force to defend his acquifitions. 
He needs no aid from the frate, but ils 'protec­
tion; and is often in himfdf it'i moll: intelligent 
and reipe&able member. Even in Chma, we are 
informed, where pilfering, ftaud, and corruption~ 
a~ the reignintlpractice with all the other orders 
of men, the great merchant is r~ady to give, and 

to 
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~~o.rc confidence: While his countrymen aCt 
on the pla:hs, aad under the reftnd:iona of a Polke 
adjufted to knaves, he acts on the re"fons of " trade. 
ud the maxil]1& of mankind. 

lr. population be connected with national wealth, 
liberty and per[onal fecurity is the great founda­
tion of both: And if this foundation be laid in 

~ 

'the ftate, nature has fecurcd the increafe and in-
duitry of its members j the one by defires the moA: 
ardent in the human frame, the other by a confi­
deration the moil uniform and conftant of any that 
potreltes the mind. The great objeCt: of polley,. 
tberefore, with re[pect [0 both) is, to fecllre to the 
family its means of fubCL{{ence and fettlement; to 
protect the induftriolls in the purfuit of hIS occu­
pation J to reconcIle the reftriaions of police. and 

'the foC'lal afft'ttions of mankind, with their ft:pa­
rate and interefted pur[Ults. 

,I" matters of particular profeffiol1, jnduftryJl 
and.trade, the expenenced praClitioner is the maf­
ter. and e'f'ery general reafoner is a novice. The 
objeCt in commqc:c is to make the individual 
rich J the more he gains for himfelf, [he more he 
augments the wealth of his country.' If a protec­
tion be' required, it muft be granted J if crimH 
_fraud, be ;(;ommitted, they Qluft be repreJfed J. 
aDd government caD pretend to no more •. When 
-."rdi.ned politic;ian would len • .aiv~ hand, 
_~, mwtiplics iutcrraptionl and crou- or 

~omplaiatJ 



Sell. + 
complaint ~ when the merchant forgct& h\ .. 
intereft to lay plans for his count"', [he pePl>d: 1it 
viHun and chimera is ncar; and the folid baUs or 
commerce withd.wn. Ik. might be: told, that 
whIle he purfues his ad.,ntage, and gives no cau1e 
of cortlllpiainc, the intereft of commerce is fafe. 

TH£ general police of Ftlnce, proceeding on a 
fuppofition that the exportation of corn muft drain 
the coun1ry where it has grown, had, till of late, 
laid that branch of commerce under a fevere pro­
hibition. The Englilh landholder and the fa~er 
bad -credit enough to obtain a premium for export­
ation, to favour the ~e of their commodity; and 
the event has 1hewn, that private interefi: is a bet~ 
ter patron of commerce and plenty, than. re­
finements of nate. One natlon lay& the refined 
plan of a fenlement on the continent of North 
America, and trulh little to the conduCt of tra­
ders and !hor~-fighted men; another leaves men 
to find their own pofition in a ftate of freedom, 
and to think for themfelves. The. aCtive induftry 
and the limited views of the one, made. thriving 
fettlement; the great projeCts of the other were 
/till in idea. 

BUT I willingly quit a fubjeCt: in whiCh I am 
not much converfanr, and frilliers eniaged by.' 
objetl: for which I write. SpeculatiOOa on com .. 
merce and weaJPt have been delivered by tIIw 
aSlea "ritn's i and the public wM probably ibort 

II . ~ 
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'.umifufd with a theory of national aconomy, 
equaf'fo what Itas ever appeared on any (ubjeCt of 
fcience whatever •. But in the view which 1 have 
taken of humal\ affdir.$l nothin. fcems more Iln­
port.mt than the gtneral"catltion which the authors 
to whom I refer fo well underftand, not tdl'lconfi­
der thefe artIcles as makmg the fum of national 
fdicity) or the pnnc~al obJeCl:: of any frate. In 
fcienee we confider our objects a?art; in practIce­
It were an error not to have them all in our VIew 
at once. 

ONE nation, in fearch of gold and of precious 
metals, neglea the domeftis fources 0[' wealth, 
and become dependent on theu· neighbours for the 
neccfi\tl'es of lrfe: Another fo intent on uuprov­
ing their internal re/ourees, and on increafing 
their tommerce, that they become dependent on 
foreigners for the defence of what they acquire . 
. It is even paInful in converfation to find the in­
tereft of merchants give the tone to our reafon-
ings~ and to find a fubjeCl: perpetually olfert>d as 
the great bufiners of national ('ollncils, to which 
any interpofition of government is (eIdom, widl. 
propriety, applied, or never beyond the protec': 
tion it affords. 

WE complain of a want of public fpirit; but 
whate\'er may be the effeCt: of this error in prac-

.. 'r Mr, Smitb. author of th~ Theory of Morlll Sen timf:JU .. 
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tice, in fpec~lation it is none of our faults: We 
reafon petpetualty for the public» but the want o£ 
national views were frequently better than the poC. 
fi'Ilion of thofe we exprefs : We would have na­
tIons, hke a company of .merchants, thmk of no-' 
thlOg but monopolies, and the profit of trade; 
and, like them too, intrtftl: theIr protection to a 
force which they do not po{fefs in themfelves. 

BeCAUSE men, like other animals, are maintain­
ed in multItudes, where the neceffancs of life are 
amaifed, and the ftore of wealth IS enlarged, we 
drop our regards for the happinefs, the moral and 
polItical character of a people; and, anxious for 
the herd we would propagate, carry our views no 
f.mhc:r than the fraU and the pafture. '''Ie forget 
that the few have often made a prey of the 11,.1any; 
that to the poor there is nothmg fo entiCing as the 
coffers of the rich; and that whel,l the pnce of 
freedom come~ to be paid, the heavy fword of the 
vlcror may fall Into the oppofite fcale. 

V.lHA"rtVER be the aallal condua of nations in 
this matter, it IS certaIn, that many of our argu­
ments would hurry us, for the fake of wel1lth and 
of populatlon, into a fcene where mani,ind,. bting 
eltpofed to corruption, are unable to defend their 
poifeffions; and where they are, in the end, fub­
jeCl: to oppreffion and ruin. We CUt off the roots .. 
while we would extend the branches, and thicken 
the foliage. 

R ~ 
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b H polIibly from an opin}oo that the virtues 
of men Ilre recure, that fome, w,ho turn their atten­
tion to publick affajrs, thjnk of nothing but the 
numbers and wealth of ~ peopl~: It is from a 
dread: of corruptioo, that others think of nothing 
but how t6 preferve the national virt~s. Human 
tociety has great obligations to both. They are 
oppofed to one another only by miftake; and even 
when united, have not ftrength fufficient to com­
bat the wretched party, that refers every objeCt to 
perfon1l1 interefr, and thar rares not for the fafetr 
or increafe of any frock but it5 own. 

SECT. 
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5' E C T. V. 

OJ Nalional Defence and CO"'lud!. 

I T is impoffible to afcertain how much or t"he 
policy of any ftate has a refere,nce to war, or 

to national l:tfcty. (( Our legitlator, cc fays the 
Cretan in Plato, ct ~hought that nations were 
" by nature in a ft:ate of hofblity: He took his 
" meafurts accordingly; and obterving that all 
" the polfeffiDns of the vanquiilied pertain to tJ1C 

U viCl:dr, he held it ridiculous to propore any be­
U netic te f\is COllOtry, before he had provIded 

C( that it ffiould nat be conquded." 

CR,£l E, wl11c1~ is foppofed to have been a model 
of mIlitary. policy, is commonly confidered as tht: 
original from whi'ch the celebrated laws of Lycur .. 
gus were copied. Mankind, It feems, in every 
infhnce. mull: have [orne palpable o~iea: to direCt 
their proc+:edll1gs, and mutt,have a vit"w to fome 
point of externallltihty, e~ven in the choice of their 
vIrtues. The difcipline of Sparta was military J 

aoo a f~nfe of itS' ufe.in the field, more than tbe 
force of unwritten and traditfonary laws, or .the 
fuppole:d engagement of the public faith ob~i~ 
by the lawgwer, may have induc~ mi. ~e 
to perfevtre in the obrervance of many'rulcs) 
whIch to othel" Dations do not 3l?pea.r ncce1faty, 
e~t in the prefen~e of an enemy. 

R 3 EVlUl?,. 
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EVERY 1ff!btution of this' fingular people gave 

a kiron of obedIence, of fortitude, and of zeal 
for the public! But it is remarkable that they 
chafe to obt'lin, by chelf virtues alone, wh.1t other 
nations are fam to blJY wah their rrcclfure; and. 
it is well knuwt1, that, in the courfe of their hlf­
tory, they came to n:g.ud their difclplJne merely 
On account of 1[S moral e£feCt~. They .. had ex­
pcncnced the happmd"s of a ml:1d courageolls' 
dllinterdlecl, and devu"ed to" ItS betl: affetbons j 
and they ituuled to pn:1e1 ve tillS c.h:lra[tel In 

thtn:fdvcc;, by rdignmg the lnterefrs of ambi­
tlon, and the hopes of military glory, even by 
facrificing the numbers of theIr people. 

IT was the fate of Spartans wLo efcaped from 

the field, not of thofe who perd'hel! with Cleom­
brotlls at Leuct.ra, that filled the cottages of Lace­
demon with mourning and fefJotJs reflettIon-: It 

was the fear of havmg their citizens corrupted 
a.broad, by mterco\lrfe With fervile and merce­
nary Ult!n, that made them qUJ t the ftation of 
leaders 10 the Perfian- war, and leave Athens, 

during fifty years, to purfue, unrivalled, that 
career of ambitJon and profit, by WlllCh file made 
ftlch asqulfitlons of power and of wtaltht. 

WE have had occafion to obferve, that in every 
rude irate the great bufinefs is war i and that in 

' .• XenophoBe Thuc)'dides, Boole I. 
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barbarous times, mankind bdng ge.-.Uy dtYid· 
ed into fmall parties; are engagedjn almoU per­
petual hofiilitieos. This circumftancc gives", the 
military leader a contintfd akendant in his 
country, and inclines every people, dUrIng war­
like ages, to monarchical gov~rnment. 

THacondutt of an army can leaft of all fub­
jeCts be divided: ,and we mar be jufrly furpriflCd 
to fi'1d, that the Romans, after many ages of mi. 
lltaryexperlence, and after having recently felt 
the a.,rms of Hannibal in many encounters, alfo­
ciated two leaders at the head of the fame army, 
and left them to adjufi: their pretenflOns, by tak. 
ing the command, each a day In hiS turn. The 
fame people, however, on other occalions, thought 
it expedient to fufpend the exerclfe of every [lIb­
ordin.lte maglftracy, and in the time ot great 
alarms, to intruft all the authority of the fiate in 

the hands of one perron. 

REPUBLICS have' generally found it necetrary, 
in the conduCt of war, to place great confidence 
in the executive branch of their government. 
When a conflll at Rorr.e had proclaimed his le­
vies, and adminlftered the military oath~ he be-
•• • (!iQme from tbat moment mafter of the public trea-
fury, and of the lives of thofe who were under his 
command-. The axe and the rods were no longer 

a mere bac.l$~ of ma~Hhacy, or an empty pageant, 

·Polybius. 

R'4 1ft 
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1ft die bl.."r the laar: They w~. at the com­
mand of die-father, ftained with the blood of his 
"G-. child~n J -and fell, without ~ppealJ on the 
mutinous ~d _dit"6dient of every condition. 

IN every free frate, there is a perpetual neceffity 
to dillinguilll the maxims of martial law from thofe 
of me cil'il; and he who has not learnealltto give 
... implicit obedience, where the ftate has given 
{lim a military leader, and to refign hi-s perfonaI 
(reedom in the field, from the fame magnanimiry 
"With which he maintaInS it in the political d~ibe­
rations of his country, haa yet to Jearn the rnofr 
importllt1t leffon of civil fociC'ty, and is only fit to 
«cupy a place in a rude, or in a corrupted fiate, 
where the principles of mutiny and of ~rvility 
'being Joined, the one or the other is frequently 
ado~tc~d in the wrong place. 

FROM a re-gard to what is nece~ary in wri, na­
tio'ns 'l1c;line~ to popular or a»iftoctatical goverll­
m~ntJ h~ve hi\d rec.ourfe to cftablitbments that 
(,ordered on monarchy. Ev(:n where the higheLl: 
'oRice of the fiat~ was in cammon rimes admini­
ft~ttd by , t'1~rdli,ty of perfons, the whole ~r 
and aud'\Oti~y .belonging ~Q it was, on particu1p 
occafiolls, cQPlmitted to one. and ,u~ great 
.J1arms~ wben tbe: Rolitjc~ f1\bric wls '1hAe~ 'o.r 
.ndangf~., ~ monarchical poW~; ~"bee~ ap­
plie4 lare It prop~ to fe~ the ft • .-jllt the 
fage ell the tempett,. Thus wc;re • did:ators 

occafion-
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occalionally named .t Rome; and * ftad~ .. 
crs in the United Provinces; and thus, in 111;_ 
governments, the: r~yal prerogAtive is occafionally 
enlarged, by the temporary fufpenfiGJI of laws-. 
and the baPriers of liberty appear to be removed, 
in order to veft a dittatori&l power in the hands 
of the king. 

HAD mankind, therefore, no view but to war­
fare, it is probable that they would continue to 
prefer monarchical govern men t to any other j or at 
Jeaft that every nation, in order to procure [eerer 
and united councils, would intrufr the executive 
power with unlimited authority. Bur, happily for 
civIl rociety, men have objects of a dlfferent fort: 
and expetlience has taught, that although the con­
duct of armies requires an abfolute and llndivlded 
command; yet a national force is beCl 'formed, 
where numbers of men are inured to equality j and 
where the meanefr citizen may confider himfelf, 
upon oecalion, as deClined to command as well as 
to cbey, It is here that the dIctator finds a (pirie 
and a force prepared to ffcond his council; it is 
~re too that the diCl:ator himfdf is formed, and 
that numbers of leaders are prefented to the pub­
Jic choice; it is here that the profpericr .of a ftate 
'is iRdepenO!:nt of flngl' men, and that a wifdom 
whic~ never dies, with a fyftem of military ar­
rang~nts permanent and regular, can, even un-

f t. BritaiIJ6 by the fUrp~Diion of the Ha/JllII C~"/'U •. 

der 
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der the greaceft misfvrtulles, prolong the national 
ftruggle.. With this advantage, the R<>mans, 
finding a number of dlftinguifhed leaders arife in 
iucceffion, were at aU times almoft equally pre­
,pared to conlencl with theIr enemiea of Alia or 
Afrit;a i whl~ the fortune of thofe enemies, on 
the contrary, depended on the cafual appear­
ance of fingular men, of a Mithridates.l or of <\ 

Hannibal. 

THE foldier, we are told, has hIS point of ho­
nour, and <1 fafhion of thinking, which he wear~ 
with his {word. This point of honour, in free and 
uncorrupted ftates, is a zeal for the pubhc; and 
waf to them is an operation of paffions, not the 
mere purruit of a calhng. Its good and its ill 
.t'tf't:C'ts are felt In extremes: The friend is made to 
expenence the warmelt proofs of attachment, the 
enemy the feverett effe[ts of animofity. On this 
fyftem the celebrated nations of antiquity made 
war under their hlgheLt attainments of clvility, and 
\lnckr then greateft degrees of refinement. 

IN finall and rude foclcties) the individual finds 
himfdf attacked in every national war j and none 
can prop.oft: to devolve his defence on another. 
cc Th.e king of Spo.llU IS .. great princ;e," faid, ~n 
AIl1t'(lc<,'n chief to the governor of Jamaic.,a, who 
~Yd.5 prc:p:mng a body of troops to join in an enter­
prife againfl: the Spaniards: "do you propofe to 
(( lnake war upon fo great a king with fo fmall a 

If force?" 



.' force ?" Being told that the forces he raw were 
to be joined by troops from Europe, and that the 
governor could then command no more: ~( Who 
4f are thefe then~" {aid the American, H who form 
" this crowd of fpeCl:ators? are they not your 
" people? and why do you not all go forth to fo 

" great. a war?" He was anfwered, That the 

fp~ators were merchants, and other inhabItants, 
who took no V:m 10 the j~rvi("e ~ " Would they 
" be merchants {bll," contInued thIS ftatefman, 
<c If the Kmg of Spain was to attack you here? 
" For my parr, I do not think that merchants 
" fhould be permitted to hve in any couDtry: 
cr when I go to war, I leave no body at home 
" but the women." It fllOUld feem that this 
fimple warrIor conficlereci merchants as a kind of 
neutral perfons, who took no part In the" quar­
rels of theIr cOlJntry; and that he dId n~t know 
how much war irfdf may be made a fubjeCt of 
traffic; what mIghty armIes may be put in mo­
tion flOm behind the counter; how often human 
blood Ili, WIthout any national anrmofity, bought 
and fold for, bills of exchange; and how often 
the pnnce, the nobles, and the ftat~fmen, in 
many a poliihed nanon, might, in his account, 

be confidered as merchants. 

I N the progre[s of arts and of policy, the mem­
bers of every ftate are divided into clalfes J and in. 
the commencement of this diftribution, there is 

no dil1inCtion more Cerioul than that of the w~rior 
6 a~ 
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and the,1'ICiftc inhabitant; no more is required 
to- piace men in the rdatjon of ma1ter and flave. 
EWIl when the rigours of an eftablilhed Bavery 
ab~ .as they have done in modern Europe, in 
rc1ofequen.ce of '3- prorec1ion, and a property, 
abed to the llIechanic and labourer, this dif­
tintrion ferves lhU to [eparare the nople from 
t.he bare, ana to pointollt that clafs of -mcn 1ttho 
are detl:ined to reign and co ,dommeer ip -cheif' 
country. 

IT was certainly never {orefeen by mankind, 
lthJc, in the purfuit of refinement, they were to 
·rever(e this order; or even chat tbey were to place 
the gQ'tcrnmc:nt, and the military force of na­
-(ions, ill dlffeRnt hands. But is it equally un­
~feen.. that the former order may again tak.e 
"place?' and th~t (he pacific citizen~ hQwever dif­
'tingulth(:d by pnvuege and rank, mull: one day 
bow --10- -the p«fon WIth whom he bas intruftc:d 
~. ¥Rold 1 If fuch rcvolutlons ilioulci a.Ctually 
.(.ol.krw. ..Ill this new mafter reVIve in his own 
or:dot the 'Pint of the noble and the free? WiU 
,he ~~. tOe chanc1ers of rhe warrior and the 
.ftatcfmlfl'i Will he reilure to his country the civil 
and military vmues? ,} amattaid toJlepiy. Mon .. 
tefquicu obferYf:~ chat the government of Rome. 
..evclI under the ~OQ, became, i~ the bands 
~. lroopi~ cltaive and "republican.: ,Bat.(h.e 
Rabii or the Bruei went- heard of 1tQ " mote • .aftet 
.., ,r«:tWWl baad$ became the republic. 
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WE have enumerated Come of the beads under 
which a people, as t~ emerge from barbarity. 
may corne to be claff"ed. Such are, the DObility. 
the people, the adherents of the princc.; and-even 
the prielthood have not been forgotten: Wllea.c 
arrive at times of refinement, the army muft be 
joined to the lift. The departrmnts of civil go­
vef'nment and of war being fevered, and the pre­
~minef!Ce being given to the ftatefina.n, the am. 
bitlous will naturally devolve the military fer?ice 
on thofe who are contented with a fubordinate 
itation. They who l,ave the grc.1tdl: ili.1re in the 
(livifron of fortune, and the greatcft Intel ell: in 
defending their country, havjng refigned the 
{word, mull- pay for what they haVie c~[ed ~ 
perform; and armies. not onl y at a diftance from 
home, but in the very bofom of their country, 
are fubfifted by pay. A difcipline is invented to 
inure the foldier to perform, from habit, and 
from the fear of pumfhment, thofe hazardQUs 
duties, which the love of the public, or ana. 
tiona} fpiritJ no longer infpire. 

W HEN we confider the breach that fuch an efta .. 
bliiliment makc:a in the fyftem of national virtuea~ 
it is unpleaf.t to obferve, that moft nallons wao 
have run the career o{ cIvil arts, have, Jp fome 
degree, adopted this meafurc.'l ~ot Only ,itatea. 
which .either ha~e wars to maintaig, or precJU"'i0J4 
polfeftion.sto-4efen&at a t;hftance; ootoniy.a prince 
jealous of Pis auth*y~ or in' bat\e rq .gajn the 

advantap 
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advantage of dlfcipline, are difpofed'to ~mploy fo­
reign troops, or to keep ftandmg arfnies. but even 
republics, with little of the former occaion, and 
none of the motives whIch prevail In monarchy, 
have been found to tread in the fame path. 

IF military arrangements occupy fo confiderable 
a place in the domeftic policy of nations, the ac­
tual confequences of war are equally Ilnpoctant In 

the hiftory of manktnd. Glory and fpOII were the 
urlicft fllby:Ct of quarrels; a concdfion of [upe­
riority, or a ranfom, were the prtce$ of peace. 
The love of fafety, and the defire of dominion. 
equally lead mankind to Willi for acceffions of 
irength. Whether as victors or as vanqui1hed, 
they tend to a coalition j and powerful nations 
conftdering a province, or a fortrefs acquired on 
their frontier, as fo much gained, are perpetually 
intent on extending the limits. 

THE maxims of conqueft are not always to be 
diftinguilhed from thofe of felf-defence. If jlnejgh~ 
bouring ftate be d.wgerolls, if it be frequently 
troublefome, it is a maxim founded in the confi­
deratIon of rafety, as well as of conqueftl That il 
odght to be weakened or difarmed: I4 -being once 
reduced, it be difpofed t() renew the' .tonteft1 It 

muft from then~eforward be governed in form. 
R.ome never avowed any other maims of con­
¥dt; and the every where fent her· infolollt :.r .. 
mies, imder the fpedous poetence or proc.;unug 

to 
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to herfelf and her allies a bfting peace, ,,'hich fh~ 

alone would referve the power to difturb. 

THE equality of thofe alliances which the Gre­
cian !ares formed againft each other, maintained, 
for a time, their independence and reparation; 
and that time was the fuming and the happy period 
of their frory. It was prolonged more by the vigi­
lanc~ andt conduct whIch they 1everaHy applied, 
than by the moderation of tht'ir councils, or by 
any pecuharitles of dome/he policy which arrefted 

thelf progre[s. The VltlOI'l were fometimes con­
t'cnted, with merely changil1j to a refemblance of 
their own forms, the governrfient of the aatt'~ they 
f I.l\dued. What the next ihp might have been in 
the progrefs of impofitlons, 1S hard to determinef 

But when we confider, that one party fought for 
the impofition of tributes, anotht'r for the afcen­
dane In war, it cannot be doubted, that the Athe­
nians, from a national ambition, and from the de­
fire of wealth j and the Spartans, though ttrty ori­
gmally only meant to defend themfdves, and their 
allies, were borh, at laft, equally willing to become 
[he mallers of Greece j and were preparing for 
each other at horne that yoke, whIch both, roge­
ther with their confederates, were obligecl [0 re~ 
ccive from ahroad. 

IN tht conquefts of Philip, tfftf defire of felf­
pr_rvatioft and fecurity feemed to be blended 
1ridt. the ambition aauiraJ to princes. He tUrned 

his 



~56 of National D6{tW6 IIIUi Confl'ltjI. Patt 111. 

his arms fUl;\;dlively to the quarters Oil which he 
found himfelf hurt, from which he had be~l1 
alarmed or provoked: And when he ha;,Jubdued 
the Greeks, he propofed to lead them againft their 
aIlelest 'enemy of Perfia. In this he: laid the plan 
which ~arried into execution by his forC 

THE Romans, become the mafters of Italy, and 
the conqu~rors of Carthage, had beetl altrmed on 
the fide of Macedon. and were led to crofs a new 
fea in fearch of a new field, on which to exercife 
their military force. I. profecution of their wa.rs, 
from the earlieft to the lateA: date of their hiftory, 
witHout intending til very conqtJeft they madt."~ 
perhaps without rorefeeing what advantage thty 
",ere to reap from the fubjeB:ion of diftant pro. 
vinces. or in ~hat manner they were to go,,-crn 
their new acquifitions, they {bll proceeded to feize 
what came fucceffively within their rea.ch i and .. 
ftimlf1ated by a policy which engaged them in 
~rpet\Ull wars, which led to perpetual viCt.ory and 
~ceffions of territory, they extended the frontier 
of a ftate" which, but a few centuries before, bad 
been coafined within the !kirts of a village, to the 
Euphrates, the Danube, the 'Ve[er, the Forth, 
Ind the .oc~an. 

IT is' vain to affirm, that the genius of any 
I.lltion is adve8: to conqueft. Its real il1£e .. efts 
indeed moll: ,commonly are fo; but every Aate', 
1f'ltich is p«>pared to defend itfe1f, and to obtaha 

via,riet, 



viCtories, is likewife in hatard of being tempted 
to COll·quer. 

IN EUl"opr, where merc:enary and difciplined ar­
mies are every where formed, and ready to cra .. 
vel"ie rtfte! earth, 'Where, like a flood pent liP by 
fiend;;" banks, they are only rettt~ined by poi\ticaJ 
forms, ,or a temporarf balance of power; if the 
nuic~ iliould brtak, what inundations may we 
n~t expeCt to Mhold? Effern;n1.t'e kingdoms and 
e-mpires are fpread from rhe fea of Corea to the 
Atlantic'ocean. Every frate, by the defeat of'its 
troops, may be<~turned into a ptovince j every 
army oppofed in the field to-day may be hired to­
morrow; and every victory gaine<it may give the 
acceffion of a new milltary.force to the VIctor. 

THE Romans, with inferior arts of com,muni­
cation both by fea and land, maintained their do­
minion in a confiderable part of Europe, Afia, 
and Africa, over fierce and intra,aable natioDS; 
What may not the 'fleets and armies of Europe, 
with die accefs they have by. commerce to every 
part of the world, and the facility of tht:ir con­
veyance, effctl:, if that ruinous maxim 1hould pre­
vail, That the grandeur of a nation is to be efti­
mated from the extent of its territory lot, That 
the intereft of any particular people confiLb in 
reducin~ their neighbours to fcrvitudc: ? 

s 
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Of Civil Liberty. 

I F war, either fo.r depredation or defence, were 
the principat 'ObjeCt of nations, every tribe 

would, from its t'arlidt fratf, aim at [he condition 
of a Tartar h01"de; and in al4 its fucceffes would 
hafren to the grandeur of a Tartar empire. The 
military leader wouLd fllperfede the civil magi­
flute; and preparations to fly wah all their pof-
1rffions, or to pur[ue with all t1~lr forces, would 
in every fociety make the fum of their public 
arrangements. 

lIE who firfr, on the banks of the Wolga, or 
the JenI[ca~ had taught the Scythian to mount the 
llOrle, 'to move his cottage on wheels, to harafs his 
enemy alike by his attacks and his flights, to han­
dle at full fpeed the lance and the bow, and when 
beat from his ground, to {eave his arrows in the 
wimt'to meet his purfuer; he who had taught his 
countrymen to life the fame animal for every pllr­
pofe of the dairy. the ihambles, and the field of 
battle j would be efteemed the founder of his na­
tion~ or like Ccres and Bacchus among the Greeks, 
.. ould be invefted with the honours of a god, as 
the reward of his ufeful inventions. AMid!t fuch 
inllitutions, rhe names and atchievements o£ I-lcr­
cules and Jafon might have been tranfmitted. to 
pofteri ty; but thofe of Lycurgus or Solon, the 
. heroes 
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heroes of political fociet¥, c:ould have gaioe'd no 
reputation, either fabulous or real, in the records 
of fame. 

EVERY tribe of warlike barbarians may enter­
tain among themfelves the ftrongeft fi::ntimellts of 
affechon and honour, while they carry to the reH: 
of mankind the afpta of bandittl and robbl.:rs -. 
They may be indifferent to intcreft, and fuperior 
to danger; but our fenfe of humanity, our reganl 
to the rIghts of nations, our admiration of civil 
wifdom and Juftice, even ollr efiemin:lcy irfe1f, 
make us turn away with contempt, or with horror, 
from a {eene whIch exhibits fo few of our good 
qualitIes, and which fel yes, fo much to reproach 
our weaknds. 

IT is in conduCting the affairs of civIl (oeiety, 
tl1.lt mankind find the exerclfe of theIr beft talents, 
as well as the object of theIr beft affeCtions. It is 
In bCl11g grafted on the advantage!. of ciVil foc\ity, 
that [he art of war J'> brought to perfettlOn; that 
the re(ource~ of armies, anu the compltcated 
fprings to be touched ill [heir condu~l, arc \..left 
underftood. The moil: celebrated warriors were 
.llfo citizens: Oppofed to a Roman, or a Greek, 
the chieftain of Thrace, of Germany, or G.lUI, was 
d novice. ThenativeofPel1a learned [he principles 
of his art from Epaminondas and Pelopidas • 

.. D' Ar\'ic\\x's Hiftory of the Arabs. 

S 2. 
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Iv nations, as hath been obferved in the preced­
ing fefrion, muft adjuft their policy on the pro­
fpea of war from abroad, they are equaUy bound 
to provide for the attainment of peace at home. 
But there is no peace in the abfence of Jufl:!ce. It 
may fubfiA: with divifions, difputes, and contrary 
opinions; but not with the commlffion of wrongs. 
The injuriolls, and the injuretl, are, as implied In 

the very meaning of the terms, in a fiate of hof­
ttlity. 

\VH£kI: men enjoy peace, they owe it either to 
their mutual regards and affections, or to the re­
ftraints of law. Thofe are the happlcfr (tates which 
procure peace to their members by the firll: of 
thefe methods: But Jt is fufficiently uncommon 
to pr9cure it even by the fecond. The firfr would 
with-hold the occafions of war and of competi­
tion: The fecond adjufrs the pretenfiohs of men 
by ftipulations and treaties. Sparta taught her Clti­
;zoe. not to regard lntereft: Other-frre nations 
fecure the intereft of their members, and confider 
this as a principal part of their rights. 

LA W is the treaty to which members of the 
fame <.ommunity have agreed, and under which 
the magiUrate and the fubjet1 continue to enjoy 
their rights, and to maintain the peace of fociety. 
The defire of lucre is the great motive to injuries: 
law therefore has a principal reference to property. 
It would afcc:rtain the different methods by which 

property 
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property may be acquired, as by prefcription, 
conveyance, and fuccefIion j and it makes the 
necelfary proviGons fer rendering the poiTefIion of 
property 1ecure. 

BESIDE avarice, there are other motives from 
which men are 1IllJuft; (uch as pnde, malice, 
envy, and revenge. The l.tw would erJ.L1/care the 
principles themfdves, or at kart pi event their 
dfeas. 

FROM whatever motive wrongs are committed, 
there are different particulars in which t'he injured 

may fuffer. He may {\.Iffer In hi~ goods, in hi:> 
perfon, or in the freedom of his condua. Na~ 

ture ha'> mal~t" hun mafl:er of evcry action WhlCh 
IS not IJlJUrIOllS to others. The laws of hls'parti~ 
cular foclt"ty wtitle hl111 perhaps to a determinate 
Jt.mon, and bdlow on him a cerrain !hare in the 
government of his country. An Injury, ther~fore, 
\\-111Ch 10 [his rdjJeCt: puts him under any UhJuft 
reflrainr, may be called an infrmgement of his 
political rights. 

WHERE the citizen is fuppofed to have rights 
of property and of 1l:ation, and is protdtea In the 
exercife of them, he is fald to be free j ~Ild the 
very reItraints by which he is hindered from the 
CQmmiffion of crimes" are a parr of his liberty. 
No perfon is free, where any perfon is fuffered to 
do wrong with lInpunlty. Even the defpotic prince 

S 3 on 
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on his throne, is n9t an exception to this general 
rule~ He lllmfelf is a £lave, the moment he pre­
tends that force iliould decide any conteft. The 
dlfrcgard he throws on the rights of his people 
recQils on himfdf; and in the general uncertainty 
of all conditions, there is po tenure more preca­

rious than bis 'Own. 

FROM the different particularS'to which men re­
fer, in [peaking of liberty, whether to the fafery 
~f tbe perron and the goods, the dignity of rank, 
or the participation of political importance, at, 
well as from the different methods by whIch thelf 
rights are fecured, they are led to differ in the 111-

terpreration of the term; and every free nation is 
apt to fuppore, that freedom is to be found only 
nmon'g themfelves; they mea(ure it by tht:Jr own 
peculiar habits and fyll:em of manners. 

SOME having thought, that the unequal diftri­
bution of wealth is a grievance, required a new 
dlvlfion of property J.S thl" foundatIon of public 
juaice. Tim fe1wrne is fLlited to democratical 
government; and III {uch only it ha~ been admIt­
ted wi,[h any degree of effect. 

NEW fettiementS:! like that of the people of If­
~ael, and fingnlar eftablifuments, I'ike thofe of 
Sparta and Crete, have furnifued examples of its 
actual execution; but in moll: other fraces, even 
the dc:mooratical fpltit could attain no more than 

fq 
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to prolong the frruggle for Agrarian laws; to 

pf'oeure, on oecafion, the exptfbgmg of debts, 
and to keep the people in mind, .nder all the 

dlftincbons of fortune, that they frIll had a claim 
to equality. 

THE citizen at Rome, at Athens, and in many 
republtcs, contended for himfelf,4fand his order. 
The Agrarian law wa<; moved and debated for 
ages: It ferved to awaken the mind j it nourifhed 
the fpirit of equality, and furnilhed a field on 
which to exert its force; but was never eftablilhed 

with any of irs other and more formal effeCts. 

MANY of the eftabhfhments whIch ferve to de­
fend the weak from oppreffion, contribute, by 
fecunng the pofTdlion of property, to fa,,:our its 

unequal dlvlfion, and to lncreafe the afcendant of 
thofe from whom the abufcs of power may I;le 
feared. Thofe abufes were felt very early both at 
Athens and Rome •• 

IT has been propored to prevent the exceffive 
accumulation of wealth in particular hands, by 
limltiI1g the increare of private fortunes, by pro­
hibiting intails, and by with-holdmg the'nght of 
primogeniture in the fucceffion of heIrs. Ir has 
been propoft"d to .prevent the rum of mode-rate 
r:ftates, and to rcf1:ralll the ufe, and confequently 

• Fhttarch in the hCe of Solon.--Livy. 

S 4 the 
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the qqure of great ones1, by [umptuary laws. 

Tbefe different 11lllthods are more or lefs confiftcll.t 
with the i:H.uefts of commerce, and may be 

adoptrd~ in dIfferen~ degrees" by a people whore 
natlOnal object i<; wealth l And they have their 
degree of "flea, by infpIrlng moderation, or a 
fi!nfe of equality, and by ih£lJog the paffions by 
which lTijluklnd'are prompted to mutu.tl wrongs. 

h' appears to be, in a particular manner, the 
obJter of Jlllnptllary laws, and of the equal divi­
fion or wealth, to prevent [he granfiCatlOn of va­
pIty, to check the oftentation of fuperior fonune, 
and, by this means, to weaken the defire of riches, 
and to prefervC'l.in the blean of the citIzen" that 
moderation anJ eqUIty which ought to regulate 
his conduct. 

THIS end is never perfectly attained in any ftate 
"here the unequal dlvifion of property is admlt­
tt:d, apd where fortune is allowed to beftow di­
fttntbon and rank. Ii IS indeed difficult, by any 
methods whatever, to {hut up thIs fource of cor­
ruption. Of all the natipns whofe hiftory is 
known with certainty, the deGgn Itfelf~ and the 
JTI~nner of executing it, appear to have been un~ 
4erftood'in Sparta alone. 

THERE property waJ ipdeed. acknowledged by 
law;. but in confequeilLf of certain n'gulations 
and pra4ices, th~ molt dfeallal, it kt"ms, that 

mankind 
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mankind have hitherto found out. The manners 
that prevail among fimp1e nations before the efta.­
bliJhment of proputy, were in fQme mcafure pre­
ferved • j the paiflOn fiflr riches was, dUrIng many 
ages, fuppreffed j and the <:itlzen was made to 

confider himfelf as the property of IllS country, 
not as the owner of a private eftate. 

IT was held ignominious either to buy or to (ell 
the patrimony of a citizen. Slaves were, in every 
family, intrufied with the care of irs etf~chJ and 
freemen were fu-angers to lucrative arts. juftice 
was eftabhfhed on a contempt of the ordinary al­

lurement to crimes j and the ptefervatives of civil 
liberty applied by the ftate, were the dlfpofitions 
that were m~de to prevaJl in the hearts of its 
members. 

THr: individual was relieved from every fohci­
tude that could ante on the head of hi~ fortune i 
he was educated, and he was employed for !lfe in 
[he (crvlce of the public; he was fed at a place of 
common reforr., to which he could carry no difiinc-, 
tion but that of hIS talents and IllS virtues; hi, 
children were the wards and the pupils of the 
flate; he himfdf was thought to be a paf"ent, and 
a director to the youth of his country, not the 
.,ln~ious father of a feparate family • 

.. -See Part II. SeEt. %. 

THIS 
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THIS people, we are told, beftowed forne care 
in adorning their perfons, and were known from 
afar- by [he red ~r the purple they wore; but 
could not make their equipage, their buildings, or 
their furniture, a fubJetl: of fancy, or what we caU 
uJlt. The carpenter and the houfe-builder were 
reftricted to the' ufe of the axe and the faw: 
Their workmanlhlp muft have been fimple, and 
probably, in refpect to its (orm. contInued for 
ages the fame. The ingenuity of the arttft was 
~lTlployed in cultivating his own nature, not in 
ado! uing the habitations of his fellow-citizens. 

ON this plan, they had (ellarors, magiftrates, 
leaders of armies, and minifrers of frate I but no 
men of fortune. Like the heroes of Homer, they 
diftribu.ted honours by the meafure of the cup and 
the platter. A citizen who, in his political c.lpa­
<:itY', was the arbiter of Greece, thought himfelf 
honoured by recelvmg a double portion of plain 

entertainment at fupper. He was atlIve, p<:necrat­
ing, brave, dl1interefted, and generous; but his 
eftate, his table, and his furniture might, in our 
eftrem, have marred the luftre of all his virtues. 
Neighbouring nations, however, applied for com­
manders.to this nurfery of ftatefmen and warrtors, 
as we apply for the praCtitioners of every art to the 
countries in which they excel i for cooks to Francca 
and for muficlans to Italy. 
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ArTER aU, we are, perhaps, not fufficiently in­
ihut1:cd in the nature of the Spartan laws and in­
ftitutlOns, to underil:and 10 what manner all the 
ends'of this fingular flate were obta:ned; but thl" 
admlr:uion paid to its people, and the conn-ant 
reference of contemporary hJllorlans to their 
avowed fuperiority, will not allow us to qudtion 
the faas. "When I obfcrved," fays Xenophon, 
" that this natIon, though not the moll: populolls, 
" was the moil: powerful nate of Greece, I was 
" felzed wIth wonder, and wah an carnell: delire to 
" know by what arts It attained ItS pre-eminence; 
cc bue when I came to the knowledge of ItS infti­
" cutiom., my wonder ceafed. - As one man ex­
" eels ",nother, and as he who IS at pams to cuI .. 
" tlvate hIS mind, muO: furpafs the perfon who 
" negleCts It; fo the Spartans fhould excel every 
" n.ltlOn, being the only ftate in whIch virtue is 
" ftudled as the objeCt of government." 

THE fubjecrs of property, confidered with a view 
to fubfifi:ence, or even to enjoyment, have little 
effeCt in corrupting mankind, or In awakeDing the 
fpirit of competition and of jealotlfy j but confi­
dered with a view to dlftinCtion and honour, where 
fortune cOIlfi:itutes rank, they excite the. moll: ve­
hement pailions, and abforb ali the fentlmenrs of 
the human foul: They reconcile avarice and 
meannefs with ambition and vanity; and lead men 
puough the pracbce of fordId and mercenary 

arcs, 
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arts, to the polfefiion of a [uppored elevation and 
dignity. 

WHER,E this [ource of corruption, on the con­
trary, IS effeetually flopped, the citizen is dutiful, 
and the magiil:rate upright; any form of govern. 
ment may be wifely admintftered J places of truft 
are 11k.ely to be well fupplied. and by whatever 
rule office apd power are beftowed, it is hkely that 
all the capacity and force that fubfifts in the ftate 
wil\ come to be employed 10 ItS fcrvlee: For on 
this fuppolirton, expenelll.e and abilities are the 
only gUldc~, and the only titles to public confi~ 
,ienee; and if citizens be ranged IOta feparate 
claffcs, they become mutual checks by the dIf­
ference of their opinions, not by the oppoficlon of 
their interefl:ed defigns. 

WE may ealily account for the cenfures be1tow­
ed on th~ government of Sparta, by (hofe who 
confidercJ It merely on fhe fide of its forms. 
It was not calculated to prevent the praetice of 
cnmes, by balancing agatnft each other the feJfith 
and partial dlfpoutlollS of men; but to infpire the 
vinues of the loul, to procure innocence by the 
abfence of crimlnal l!1clinat 1ons, any to derive its 
internal peace from the mdlfference of its mem­
bers [0 the ordinary motives of ftrife and diforder~ 
It were trifling to leek for ltS analogy to any other 
COl)ftltuClon of natc) in which its principal cha-

raCteriftic 



Sea: 6. 01 Chlil LiIJert,_ 

raCl:eriil:ic and dillinguifbing feature is not to be 
found. The collegiate fovereignry, thG fenate, 

and the ephori, had their counterparts in other 

republics, and ~ refembbnce has been found in 
particular to the goverament of CJrd13ge": But 
what affinity of confequence can be found between 
a fiate whore fole obJdt was virtue, and another 

whofe principal objet\: was wealth j between a 
people whofe "afl()ciated Kings, being lodged in 

the fame cottage, had no fortune but thelf daily 
food; and a commercial repubLc, in which a 
proper eftate was required as a neceJfary qualifi­

cation for [he higher offices of fiate ? 

OTHER petty commonwealths expelled Kings. 
when they became Jealous of their dcligns, or 

after having experienctd their tyranny, l.en: the 
hert"dnary fuccdIion of Kings was preferved: 
Ocher ftaces were afraid of the wtrigues and cabals 
of tbelr members in competition for dignities. 

here folicrtatlon was requlrtd a~ the only condi­
tion upon whIch a place 111 the fwate was obtain­
ed. A fupreme inquifitonal power was, in the 
perfons of the ephori, rafely committed to a few 
men, who were drawn by lor, and without dif­
tinCtion, from every order of the peopl~: And if 
a contrall: to this, as well as to many other arti­
cles of the Spartan policy, be n:qui);ed, it may 
be found In the general hiftory of mankincL 

• Arifiotle. 
BUT 
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BUT Sparta, under every fuppofed error of its 
form, profpered for ages, by the integrity of its 
ma.nners, and by the character of its citizens. 
When that integrity wa!j.. broken, this people did 
not languifu in the weaknefs of nations funk in 

effemina~y. They fdl into the ftream by which 
other ftates had been carned in the torrent of VIO­

lent paffions, and in the outrage of barbarous 
times. They ran th,e career of other nations, after 
that of ancient Sparta was fini1hed: They bUilt 
walls, and began to improve their poffeffions, 
after they ceafed to improve their people j and 
on this new plan, In their ftruggle for political 
life, they furvived the fyfrem of ftates that pe­
rifhed under the Macedoman dominion: They 
lived to aCl: with another which arofe in the 
Achrean teague; and were the laft commuOity 
of Greete that became a. village in the empire of 
Rome. 

IF it filOuld be thought we have dwelt too long 
on the luftory of this fingular people, it may be 
remembered, in ('xcufe, that they alone, in the 
language of Xenophon, made virtue an object of 
ftate. 

WE muO: be contented to derive our freedom 
from a different [Qurce; to expect jufticc:: from 
~he limits which are fet to the powers of the ma­
giftrate, and to rely for protection on the laW'S' 
whi~h are made to fecurc the eft ate and the per-

fon 
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fon of the fubjett. We live in focieties, where 
men mult be rich, in order to be great; where 
plcafure icfelf is often purfued from vanity; 
where the defire of a fuppoied happinefs ferves to 
inflame the worft of pallions, and is ltfelf the 
foundation of mifery; where publIc juftict:, like 

fetters applied to the body, may, without in­
fpiring the fentiments of candour and equity» 
prevent the aCtual commiffion of crimes. 

MANKIND come under this dcfcription the mo­
ment they are feized with their palIions for riche!; 
and power. But their defcription in ~very inftance 
is mixed: In the beft there is an alloy of evil; 
In the worft a mixture of good. Vlithout any 
cftabh0101cncs to preferve their manners, befides 
penal laws, and the leftraJl1ts of police, they de­
five, from inftinchvc feelings, a love of inte­
gnty :lOd candour, and from the very contagion 
of [oeicty itfelf, an dteetn for what is bonour­
able and pr:l1fe-worthy. They denve, from their 
union, and joint oppofinon t,o foreign enemies, a 
zeal for their own communIty, and courage to 
maint:un irs nghts. If the frequent neglect of 

virtue, as a political obJect, tend to drfcredrt the 
underfb.ndings of men, its lufl:reJ and its fre­
quency, as a fpontaneous offspring of the heart, 
wIll reftore the honours of Ol.lr natu'-e. 

l?l every cafual and mixed {fate of th1: national 
manners" the: fafety eM ('very individual, and his 

z political 
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pf,)liticaJ COnf4~llen<:e, depends much on himfcl{, 
b~t lJIore on the party to which he isjoined. For 
this rearon, all who fed a common intereft, .re 
aj/t to unite in partits j and, as faT' as that inttrefr 
requires, mu~u~y fupport ~a:ch other. 

WHERE the citizens of any free community are 
at, pitferent orders, each order has a peculiar fet 
of claims and pretenfions: relatively to ~he other 
members of the flate, it is a party; relatively to 
the diff~rences of intereft among its own mem­
bers, it may admit of nwnberlefs fubdlvifions. 
But in ever.v ftate there are two interefts very 
readily apprehended; that of a prince and his 
adherents, that of a nobility .. or of any tempo­
rary faaion) oppoCed to the people. 

WH£Rt; the fovereign power IS referved by the 
colleCtive body, it appears unneceffary to think of 
aC;iditional eftablitbments, for fecuring thel'> rights 
of the citizen. But it is difficult .. if not impof­
fible, for the collective body to exercili: tillS 
power in a manner that fuperfedes the neceffity 
o( every other political caution. 

Ir popular alfemblie.s aff"uille every function of 
sovernment; and if, in the fame tumultuous 
manner in which th,ey can, with great propriety, 
caprefs their feelings, the. fenre 'of their rights, 
~d. their .animoi¥y tQ foreign or domei1ic ene­
mies, they pretend to d.eliberate on points of 

6 mtioo~ 



"Ilational c;ondutt, or to decide queftions of equity 
and juftice; the pu~lic is expofed to maoi ... 
foIl inconveniences; and popular governments 
would, of all others, be the moft ftlbjeCt to er­
ro~ j.n adminiftration, and to wealrfefs in the 
execution of public meafures. 

To avoid th~fe difadvantages, the people are 
al':.ays co~ltC:nted to delegate put of their power. 
They eftablifh a fenate to debate, and to prepare, 
iinot to deterl'hine, queftions that al}e brought to 
the colleClive body foA final ref01ution. ,They 
commit the executive power to fome council of 
this fort, or to a magiftrate who prefid.n their 
meetings. Under the ufe of this neceffary and 
common expedient, even while democratic~l 
forms are moft carefully guarded, there is one 
party of the few, another of the many.' On~ 
at5,!cks, the t>thet defends j and they arc! both 
re'liy to affume in their turns. But though, in. 
reality, a great danger to 1\betty arlfes on the 
part of the people themfelv~s, who, in times df 
corruption, are eafily made the inftruments of 
tifurpation and tyranny j yet, in the ordinary af­
pe~ of govel'l1ment, the executive carries an air 
.of fuperiority, and the rights of the people f~11l 
~lways expofed to incroachmtnt. 

THoudw, Oil the day that the ROn\a~ 'p~op'" 
were aifernbled, Jhe febators mixed wich the 
crOwd, and tbc":~onfuf w~ no' mor~ t~~n the 

T {cryan, 



fervant -of dtt mnltittfde j yet, when 'tbit -awrut 
1Wett1ng w~ di'1lOlved, the fenators met· to jrt­
fcribe buiinefs for their ft>V'eftign, and the con­
ful went armed with the axe and tht rbds. to 
~ich' ~ R"mln, in his feparate CllpllC~, the 
fubmiffion -which he owed to the t\ta~. 

THvs, even where the co1lecuve body is fo­
'Vert'ign, they art afi"em bled only occaf"lOnaily :_d 
chbugh, on fuch occafions, they <ietermine every 

queftion relative to their.Mghts and their inter~s 
as a people, and can a'lrert their freedom with 
irrC'lirt:i~e force a yet they do not think them­
felves, 'Wor are they in reality, fafe, without a 
,more conftant and more uniform power opera.t­
ing in their favour. 

THE multitude is every where fhong; but re­
quires. for the fafety of its members, when Ita­
rate as well as wheitaIrembled, _a head to diretl: 
and to employ its ftrength. For this purpofe, 
the ephori, we ate told, were eftabliihed at 
Sparta~ the council of a hundred at Carthage, 
and the tribunes at Rome. So prepared, the po­
f~lar party has, in many inftances. been all_ ~ 
cope with its adverfaries, and haa even ttampJe<1 
on the powers, whether aritl:oc;ratkal or m'onat~ 
~dUcal, with which it would have ~ ochCl"wife 
un'&bJe to contend. tbe !tate; itt ~b' cafes. 
commonly fuff'ered by the dctay~ inttrrUpiions, 
and confurlOns, which popular leadersl (rom 

privato 
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private 4!1l vy, or I a prevailing jealoufy of the 
gre~t, fd'dom falled,to create in the prOt~edings 
of ~Qvernment. 

W AU.I the people, as in Come lar~ commu,. 
nities, have only a fhare in the leg~ature, they 
cannot overrwhelm the collater,l powers, who 
}laving likewife a !harf', are in condition to de­
fend themfdves! where they act only by their 
reprefentatives, their force may be uniformly em .. 
ployed. And they miJ make part in a conftitu­
tion of gov:ernment more Jafting than any of 
thofe in wbich the people, po.treaing or pretend. 
109 to th~ entire legiOature, are, when ailflnbled, 
the tyrants, and# when dlfperfed, the naves of 
~ 9iftempered {late. In governments properly 
.nixed, the popular interett, finding a cotlnter .. 
pOlfe in thac of the prinl'! or of the nobles, aba­
tal\Ge Ii aCtullly eftablifhed between them, in 
fIIbich the' publJc freedom and the public orde. 
are n~de to conLift. 

FROM fome fuch cafual arran~ement of different 
interefts, all the varieties of mix.ed ~overnment 
pr<1,Qe.ed; aQd on that degr.ee of con£ideration 
which eY!ety feparate interefl: can procure 't6 it .. 
£elf, depends the equity of Jhe laws they elilall', 
and fhe ne(~ffity they are ab~ to impoit', of ad~ 
bering ftrialy to the UJ1I)a ofJaw in irs ~l(CcUtiQ8. 
States.ate accordiogly unequally qual4fied to coo-
4u&: tAr bu#incfs of legiflation.. ao.q uneqaaUy 

tit .2 forrunatt;' 
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fortunate in the compleeeneG, and regular obo. 
xrvance,. of their civil code. 

IN democratical efrablifhments, CltlZenS, feel­
ing themfelves porrerred of the fovereignty, are 
not equallt anxious, with the fubjefu of other 
governments, tQ. have their rigets explained, or 
ieclued, by actual ftatute. They truft to perfo­
nal vigour, to the fupPQrt of party .. and to the 
fenfe of the pubhc. 

IF the collea-ive body perform the ofiice of 
judge, as well as of legifiator, they feldom think 
of deviling rules for tbeir own diretl:ion, and 
are found ntH more feldom to follow any deter­
minate rule, after IC is made. They difpenfe .. at 
one time, wIth what they enaCted"at another 1 
:lnd in their ludlcatlVe, wrhaps even more than 
in their Jegdhtlve, capacity, are gUIded by paf .. 
ions and partlalittes that atl[e from circwmftancea 
of the c.ife "before them. 

BUT under the fimpleft governments of a dif­
feren[ fort, whether anftocracy, or monarchy" 
there is a neceffity for la~) and there are a vat 
riety o'f interefts to b(" adJufted 10 framing every 
ftatUte. The fovereign wdhes to give ftabllity 
and orclOl'to adminiftration, by cxprefs and pro­
mulgated rules. The fubj~a: withes to know the 
conditions and limits of Ais duty. He acquiefc~ 
0' he revol,s, according as the terms on wbiqh 

be 
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Be is made to live with the fovereign, or with 
his feJlow [ubjeCts, are, or are not, confiftent 
with the fenfe of his rights. 

NEITHER the monarch, 1l0f' t~e cOllm:il of no­
bles, where either is potreff-ed of the fovereignty, 
can pretend to <fovern, or. to judge at dlfcrttion. 
No magiftrate, wh.ether teinporary or hereditary, 
can with fafety neglect that reputation for juftice 
and equity, from which his authority, and the 
rerpeEt that is paid to his perfon, ~re in a great 
meafure derived. Nations, however, halVe been 
fortunate in the tenor, and in the execution of 
their laws, in proportioo as they have admitted 
every orDer of the people, by reprefenta­
rion or otherwife, to an aCtual 1har~of the le­
glfiature. 8'tlder eftabliChments of this forI, law 
is lIterally a treaty, to which the parties ooncern­
ro have agreed, and have given their opinion 10 

iettlmg its term6. The mterefts to be affected 
by a. law, are likewife conflllted in making it. 
Every dafs propounds an objeCtion, fuggefts an 
addition or an amendment of its own. They pro­
ceed co adjt,{r, by ftatuce, every fubjea of con­
troverf}' :. And while they contJnue to enJoy their, 
fr.eedolln, they ,continue to multIply laws, -and to 
accumulate volumes, as if they could remove 

every pomble ground of difpute, and were fe­
tore of their rightss merely by having put them 
in writing. 

T3 ,ROMI 
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RONA and England, under chcir ,iniateti go. 

WfDOtents, the one inclimng to democracy, and 
the other to monarchy, have proved the great 
ItgiOators among nations. The firft has left. the 
foundation, and great part of the fuperftru€tQrt of 
ita civil (:ode, to the cononent of Ell;l'Ope t The 
other, in its iOand, has carriej the authority 
and gQvQmlTIent of la~ to a point of perfection, 
which they never before attain.ed in the: hiIlQry 
of mankind. 

UNDER fuch favour;lQle eftabliIhments, known 
cu{ioms, the practIce and dectfions of cQurts, a. 
well as pofitive ftatutes, acquire the amhQrity of 
laws; and e,'ery proceeding is conducted by {orne 
fixed and flkterminate rule. The bet .~ moft 
eifcct'}al precautions are taken for.c Impartial 
application of rules to piJ.ftic:ular cafes; 'and it i4 
remarkab~e, that, in the two examples We have 

.. mentloned, a furpnfing coincldel}Ge is found in 
the ungular mc;thods of their jutita'{tion. The 
people 10 both refervfd in a llIanner tbe office of 
judgm~t to themfd-vl!$~ atld brought <the ,dcci­
flOft of civil rights, or of .. riminal quciboDs, to 
.che tribunal of peers, who, in judsiag of their 
fdlow .. citizens, prefcribed a condition of life fOt 
tnemfelves. 

IT is not in mue la-..,a.'. an, ,that we ud 
to look for the fecuriticw to juft'ice, but,in die. 
,...efi_ by which thofe law$ have been obtained" 

and 
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and fithollt w,lmfe conftaDt fupport Mey mu~ 
fall fa di(ufc. Sc~tUt~s (~rve to record the rish .... 
of a ~()?~el and {pe~k the intention of ijfrti~ 
to qeftnd wliat ~he -letter of the law has ex­
preted: But widlOttt the vigour to maint.iq 
what is ackpowJedged ai a right., the mere re~ 
cord, or the feeble intention, is of little &¥ail. 

A l'OPULACI roufed by opprcBiOfl •• a~ order 

of It\t:n. poffetrcd of tempqrary advantage~ .iav~ 
obtained many charters, conceffioDf.l and ftipula­
tions, in favour of their cn..im.; hut where no 
adequate preparation was made to preferYf! tbem" 
the written article,s were -often forgotten, together 
with the oceafion on which they were framed. 

THE hiftory of England, and of every free 
country, afiounds with the example of SUcutcs 
~naaed when the people or their reprefentatar. 
a1fembled. but never e~ecuted when the crown or 
the executive was left to itfelf. The moll: equi­
table laws on paper are confifte. with the utmoLt: 
defpotifm in admini,ftracioo. Even the form of 
trial by juri~ in England had its authority in 
law~ while the procttdings of courts were ubi .. 
• trary and oppreffive.· 

WE muft admire. as the key-ftone of civil Ii· 
berty, the ftatute which forces the (<<rees of every 
prifoD to be reveaJ~ the caufe of every ~ommit .. 
ment to be ded&red~ and the penon of the ac-

T 4 curet 
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curid to be produced~ that he may claim his en­
largement, ,or his trial, within a limited time. NQ 
ivifer'form was ever oppored to the abufes of 
-power. But it requires a fabric no l~fs than the 
whole political oonftitution of Great Bntain, a 

fpirit no l~fs than the refraCtory and turbulent zeal 

of'tlft: farq.mate people, to fecure its effetl:s. 

Iv ev! the fafety of the perfon, and the te­
f!.U!1J of property, which may 'be fo well defined 
in the words of a fbtute, depend, for their prefer­
vation, on the vigour and jcaloufy of a free peo­
ple, an? on the degree of confideration which 
every ol-der of the ftate maintains for itfelf j it is 
ihlt more evililent, that whOle we have called the 
polItical frc;,edom, or the right of the individual 
'to act ipi his ftatlon for himfdf and the public) 
cannO! be made to refl: on any other foundation. 
'TIle eftate may be faved, and the perfon releafed, 
by the forms of a civil procedure; butthe rights 
of the mind cannot be fufralned by any other 

," rorc~ put its owil. 



SEC T ION VII. 

Of the HijJory of Arls .. 

W E have already obfhvc:d, that art is natu;al 
to man; and that the fkill he acquits tte .. 

many ages of praCtice, is only the il,.ro;e~t 
of a talent he poffdfed at the firft. Vjtruviu~ find's 
the rudIments of architecture in the forrlf' cir"a 
~cyth;an cottage. The armourer ?lay find the.6rfr 
produCtions of his calling in the flin~nd the~.b~ •• 
and the fuipWTight of his in the canoe 'of dle 
favage. Even the hifrodan and the poet ma~flta 
the original dfays of their arts in the tale, anCJi'tlic 
fong, which celebrate the wars, the lovesf and'~ 
iidventures of men in their ruqeft{!.~ondition. 

Dl!STINED to cultivate his own nature, or!"" 
mend his fituation, man finds a cotltiouait fubjeli: 
of attention, ingenuity~ and!<l~bour. E.,l!h 'wHe1\ 
he does not propofe any perfonal iml?rov!~ 
his faculties are ftrengtht!'ned bY,thofe ver"extf­
(:iCes in which he feems to forget himfelf: His 
rca1'on and iis affetions are thus profitably dt.­
gaged in the affairs lof fudecy j his inve~tion ,.d 
his {kill • exercifed in prgcuri ng his accommo­
dations and his food; his particular p~rfuits are 
prefcrited to him by circumftances of the age, alt 
of the couiry in which he li~!i. !n one fitU'atioft, 
he is occupied wi~ wan and ·f!olitical dj;l£cr.-

tions i 
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ti .... in another, with the care of his intereft, of 
~. perfonal cafc, or convenic:ncy. He fuits his 
_01 to the ends he has in view; and, by mul­
tip1ying cont1\Wances, l)roceeds, by ~greesJ to the 
,periectiun of his arts. In every 1l:ep of his pro­
gr~ if hl~ ff"u be Jncreafed, his dt!fire muft like-

,.w1 • .,e time to extend: And it wO'lld be as 
~ ttf fu,ggefl: a contrIvance of whIch he flighted 
.$the -elk, as it would be to tell him of bleffings ..,i. he could not command. 

-, :t..EI are gttnerally fuppo[td to have borrowed 
(10m thofe ~o ..went before them, and nations to 
btve received their portion of )e~rnil)g or of art 
froft abroad. The Romans are tDo4gh( to have 
~ne~ from the Greeks, ~nd the JTlod~rns ~f 

[Eul"?PF from pot~. From a few eXIlmpJelJ of this 
r.t." WI! learJl'to confider every [clence or art as 

" .. ed, and admit of nothing anginal in the 
pra8:iq or manners of any people. The Greek 
..... copy of the Egyptian, and even tbe Eb'"YP­
.. was an imitator, though we have loll: fIght of 
rJtt: p>dd on which bOo was formed. 

!Ii IT is kft()Wn, that men imWQve b. e~ampJe and 
~rcot.tf'I:. but in the ,if~ of fli\t;oM, whore 
~~ excite and pireCt: cilch ~he;. why feck 
~ ~ ~e origin of arts, of wllich every 
~. £aving the principJ<!$ in it[clf~ Inly re­
p_ • £ava.rtbl& oCl=afian til bring t~m to 
~ f When ~ QCcaUon ,ref.en~df to 3UY 

people 
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people they gtnerally feize it ; and while it cojW.. 
nues, they impro~' the inventions to whicP it 
gave rife among themfe1ves, or th~y willingly 
copy from others: lJut th~y n~ver ~mploy their 
own invention, nor look abroad, for inftruB:ion OA' 

fubjeCts that do not lie in the way of thelr com. 
mon purfuits; they never adopt a refinement 0' 
which they have not d1fcovered the ufe. 

INVENTIONS, we frequently obfer'R, are actf ... 
dental j but it IS probable, that an accident 
which e[capes t~e artift in one age, may be fei~ed 
by, one who fucceeds him, and who is better ap .. 
prIzed of its ufe. Where circumftances are fa­
vourable, and where a peogJe is intent on tbe 
objects of any art, every inventiol,1 is preferv~ 
by being brought into general Jtad:icet evt;l'1 
model IS ftudied, and every accide~t is tll'tned to 
accoant. If nations acrualJy borrow from thtfr 
neighbours, they probably borrow only what diey 
are nearly in a condition to have invented them­
(elves. 

tlNY fingular pradice of one country, theM­
fore, is fe:ldom transferred to another, till the way 
be prepared by the introduCtion of uqUlar <ir .. 
cumftanceJ. Hence our frequent complaiats of 
the dulnefs or obftinacy of mank.ind, lAd 0( the 
dilatory communication of arts from one place 
to another. While the Roman. adopteGl tht IQU 

Q{ Greece, the Thracians and lHyrians cO.Q,tinued 
to 
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to ,behold them with. indtfference. Thofe arts 

we~, during one period, confined to the Greek 
CDlonies, and dUrIng another, to the Roman. 
Even where they were fpread by a vifible inrer­
courfe, they were frill received by independent na­
tions with the llownefs of invention. They made 
a progrefs not more rapld at Rome than they had 
done at Athens; and they paired to the extremi­
ties of the Roman empire, only In company with 
Jthv colomes, and joined to Italian policy. 

THE modl"rn race, who came abroad to the pof­
fdlioll of cultlvated provinces, retained the arcs 
they had prncbfed at home: the new mafrt'r hunted 

the boar, or ra/turco hJS herd~, where Iv' might 
bitve ralfc-d a.pkntJflll hnrvel1: he buIlt a cottage 

in .the .-iew o~ palaC"e: he bUrIed, in one COIll­

mon ruin, t'1c ecllfic{'s, fClllpr1Jre~, painting'>, and 
librant:s, of the fonner in11.1hlt.lnc: he- m,\de a. 

ferHcment l.Jpon a pLIl1 or hl~ own, and 0pent'd 
aJII(.fW fhe fO\lrC'c of l!n'erlrJnn~, Without perct'lvlng 
from a d.(\:;;.llce tn W 1;,," It'jwth thell rrog:'cfs 
1m gill lead hi~ pofteritv. 1 ht' lJtt.L;jC of the pre­
ieat race, hke that of d,(' (orm~r, by degrees en­
larged lU dlmenl1ons; public buildings arquired .1 

milgnificerice III a new taH:e. Even thls tafre came, 
in.a coutfe of ages, to be exploded, and the people 
of Europe: recurred to th.e mod<:: Is which their fa­
thers deftroyed, and Wf'pt over the ruins which 
they could not re1lore. 

1m 
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THE literary remains of antiquity were ftudied 
and imitated, only after the origmal geniu~ of 
modern nations had broke forth: the rude efforts 
of poetry in Italy and Provence, refembled thofe 
of the Greeks and the ancient Romans. How far 
the merits of our works mIght, without the aid of 
their models, have ,ifen by fuccefiive improve­
ments, or whether we have gained more by Imi­
tation than we have loft by quitting our natIve 
fyftem of thinking, and our vein of fable, muft 
be left to conjeCture. 'Vil e are certainly indebted 
to them for the materials, as well as the forth of 
many of our compofitlOns; and withouft their 
example, the ftram of our ltterature, together with 
that of onr manners and pohey, would luve been 
dlfferent from what they at prefmt arc. This 
much, however, may be [.ud With affurance. that 
although the Roman and the modern lIterature 
favour alIke of the Greek ongihal, yet mankind .. 
in either mftance, would not have drank of thiS 
founram, unlers they had been luftemng to open 

fprings of their own. 

SENTIMENT and fancy, the ufe of the hand or 
the head, are not Inventions of particular men; 
and the flourifhing of arts that depend on,.,them, 
are, in the cafe of any people, a Froof rather, of 
political felicity at home, than of any mftruCtion 
received from abroad, or of any natural fupenority 
in point of induftry or talents. 

\VHEN 
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WHEN the attentib~5 of men are turn~d to­
ward particular ftlbjects, when the acquifitions of 
one age aR left entire to the next, when every 
individual is protected in his pLlce, and left to 
purfue the fuggeftion of his wants, inventIons 
aCCUrhulate j and it is difficult to find the original 
of any art. The fieps whidh lead to perfection 
are many; and we are at a lors on whom to be­
now the greateft 1hare of our praife j on the firft, 
or on the laft, who may have borne a pare in the 
prOj;refs. 

SEC, 



SEC T ION VIII. 

OJ the Htjlory of Littralzer4. 

I F we may rely on the general obferyations ""-
tained In the laft [cttjon, the literary, a.well 

as mechanical arts, being a natural produce of the 
human mind, WIll rife;. fpontlilneout1y where,lfef 
men ari happily placed; and 10 certain nations it 
is not more nece!Tary to look abroad for the origin 
of literature, than it is for the fuggeftion of any of 
the pleafures or exercifes in whieh mankind, un .. 
der a fiate of profperity and freedom, ar~ fuji­
ciently inch~d to indulge themfclves. 

WEare apt to confider arts as foreign anti ad~ 
ventltlous to the nature of man: But tbere is ru) 
art that did not find Its oecaGon .. human 4.Lfe, ant! 
that was not, in fome one or other of the fitltations 
in which our [peeles is found, fuggefred as a mea.qs 
for the attainment of fome ufeful end. The me­
chanic and commercial arts took thelf rife fr<llTl the 
love of property, and were encouraged by the pro­
[peces of fafetyand of gain: The licera,? and'4i­
beral arts took their nfc: from the undcrftand,ing, 
the fancy, and the heart. They are Q1CK exercif~ 

of the mwd in [earch of lts peculiar pkafure. &nd 
occupations; and a~ promoted by c;irc~ccs 
that fuffer the mind to enjoy itfdf. 

MEN are equally engaged by fbe pail, t!e pre­
fent, and the futUffO, and are prepared for c~~ 

OCCtl pa.tioft 
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occupation that gives fcope to their powers. Pro­
ductIons, therefore, ,whether of narration, fiCtion1 
or reafonIng, that tend to employ the imagination, 
or m";;,ve the heart, continue for ages a fubjeCt of 
attention, ~d a [ource of delight. The memory 
of n,man tranfaCl.:ions being pre[erved in tradi­
tion or writing, IS the natural gratification, of a 
p\\Pion that confifts of cUrIofity, admiration, and. 
the love of amufertlent. 

BEFORE many books are wntten, and before fei­
enee i~ greatly advanced, thl." productions of mere 
gcminS' are fomenmes complete: The performer 
requm~s not the aid of karmng where hLS deferip­
tion of ftory relates to near and contiguous ob­
jeCts.j where it relates to the conduct and (harac­
ters of men with whom he h imfe1f has aEled, and 
in whclfe occupatIOns and fortunes he himfelf has 
'borne a part. 

WI'fI1 this advantage, the poet is the firft to 
off"er"the fruits of his genius, and to lead in the 
career of thofe arts by which the mind is deftined 
tO~ exhi~it its imagInations, and to exprefs its paf-

~ 

fiom. Every tribe of barbanans have their paf-
~fionare of htl1:oric rhymes, which contain tht' 
fuperftition, the enthufiafm, and the admiratlon 

of 1l1nry, with which the bteafts {)f men, in the 
earlldl: ftate of fociety, are poffeffed. Th~y de­
light jn verfific,fion, either becaufe the cadence 
C;;f numbers is natural to the 1ansuage of fenti-

ment, 
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ment, or becaufe, not having the advanta£te of 
..:> 

writing, they are obll~ed to bring the car III J.H.1 
of the memory, III older to fdciht.lte the rep:'ti­

tIon, and inCure the prefervatlon of theIr works. 

WHEN we attend co the language whidl f.wages 

employ on any [olemn oc<;.tfion, it appcJ.rs that 

man is a poet by nature. Whether at firft oblIged 
by the mere defec1s of his tongue, and the Icanti­
nefs of proper expn.:ffions, or l-;;'duced by a plea­
furl' of the fancy in ttatll1g the allollogy of its 

obJefts, he clorhE's every conceptJOIl in Image and 
metaphor. " \\'<.: Wave pl..w ted the tJ ee of peace:' 

fay!:> an AmerIcan orator; " \\ C have bUlled the 
" axe under Its lootS: 'Vc WIll hcncc(Olth r('poil: 
« unJer its {hade, we \'vIII jOIl1 to brIghten the 
(C chalO tll.lt bInd~ our Ilatlons together." SU( h. 
are the colle(':hon~ of metaphor whIch thofe Ocl­

tlons employ III their publIC h,tLlnguCS. They 
have hkcwife ,llreacly adopted thole lively fiZUI{S, 
and that darIng freedom of language, wlHl.h the 
learned h:1.VC afrcrwardf> found jl) well flUte! ta 

expre[., the rapId tranfitlon~ of the imaSlnatlO~l) 
and rhe ardours of a paffionate nllnd. 

IF we arc requi,ed to cxpbln, how mel.1 to'lJJ 
be poets, or orators, before rher were aided by 
the leartJing of the fcholar and the cmic? '-""(~ 

may lnqujr~ in our turn, how bodies could f,tll bv 

theIr welghr, befole rhe laws of wavitatlon \h'IC 

recorued in books? Mmdl 3!. w.;11 as bo~y, t',lS 

U 1.1'1. '3 
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laws, which :tre exemplified in the coutfe of na .. 
ture, and which the critic collects only after the 
example has fhewn what they are. 

OCCASIONEIr, probably, by the phyfical connec­
tion we have mentioned, between the emotions of 
a heated imagination, and the impreffions received 
from mufic and pathetic founds, every tale among 
rude natIons is repeated itl verfe, and is made to 
take the form of a fong. The early hiftory of all 
nations is uniform in this particular. Priefts,. 
ttatefOlen, and phtlofophers, i-n the firft ages of 
Greece, dchvered their mftruafons In poetry, and 
mixed with the dealers in mufic and herOIC fable. 

IT is not fo furprifing, however, that poetry 
fbould be the £lrft fpecies of compofitlOn in every 
nation, as it IS that a ftyle, apparently fo diffipult,. 
and fo far removed from ordinary ufe, ihould be 
almoft as univerfally the 6rft to attain its ma­
turity. The moft admtred of all poeu lived be­
yond the reach of hdtory, almoft of. tradition. 
The artlefs fang of the favage, the heroic legend 
of .the bard, h:we fometimes a magnificent beauty, 
which no change of language can improve~ and 
no refi"ements of the craic reform -. 

UNDRR the fuppofed ditadvantage of a limited 
knowledge, and a rude apprehenftoll, the fimple 
poet has impreffions that more thall compenl&te 

• SerI'ran11ations of Gallic Poetry, by Jam~ M·PhC2'Jitn. 

the 
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the rlefefu of his lkill. The beft fubjccrs of 
poetry, the characters of the vIOlent and the brave; 
the generous and the intrepid, gre"at dangers, trials 
of fortitude and fidelitY, arc exhllmed WlthlO his 
view, or are delitrered in tradItions which ammate 
like truth) becaufe they are equally beheved. He 
is not engaged in recalling, like VIrgil or Taffo, 
the fentiments or fcenery of an age remote from 
hIs own: he needs not be told by the critic t, to 
recollect what another would have tPollght, or in 
what manner another would have exprdfed his 
conception. The fimple paffions, ftzl"ndlhip, re .. 
fentment, and love, are the movements of hIS OWll 

mind, and he has no &ccafion to copy. Simple 
and vehefnt"nt in IllS concq.,tlOns and feelings, hIS 
knows no dlverfity of thought, or of fiyle, to mif­
lead or to exerci~ his judgment. He delivers the 
emotions of tht' hear t, In words fuggefted by the 
heart: for he knows no oth,er. And hence it is, 
that while we:: admIre the judgment and invention 
of VIrgIl, and of other later poets, thefe turns 
appear ITIlfapplied to Homer • .Though intelligent, 
as weB as fublime, 10 his conceptIons, we cannot 
anticipate the lights of his underftandlOg, nur che! 
movements of his heart: he appears to l1Jeak frOlll 

mfptration, not from invention; and to be guided 
in the choice of his thoughts and expreffions by & 

fupernatural inJiinct, not by refleCtion. 

TIl& language of ~arly ages is, in one refpefr, 
funplc and confined r in another, it is vl\rU:d. and 

t See },ongiDul. 

U ~ ftfOe: 
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free ~ it allows liberties, which, to the poet of 
after-times, are de01ed. 

IN rude ages men are not (eparated by diftinc­
tions of rank or profeffion. They hve in one man­

ner, aoo fpeak one dialeCt. The bard is not to 
chufe his expreffion among the lingular accents of 
different conditions. He has not to guard hIs lan­
guage from the pecultar errors of the mechamc, 
the peafant, the fcholar, or the comtler, in order 
to find that elcg:lI1t propriety, and jufl elevatIon, 
whIch is free {lo.n the vulgar of one c1a{s, the 
pedantic of the fecond, or the flippant of the third. 
The name of every object, and of every ftnti. 

ment, is fixed; and If hIS conception hu the dig­
nity of nature, his exprcffion will have a purity 
which dues not depend on hIs choice. 

VVITH this apparent confinement in the choice 
of his words, he IS at liberty to break through the 
ordinary modes of conftruction; and in the (or,n 
of a language not elhblIlhcd by rules; may find 
for himfelf a cadence agrecdble to the tone of his 

mind. The lIberty he t~kes, while hIs meaning is 
ftrikirrg, and his language is raifed, appears an 
improvement, not a trefpafs on grammar. He de­
hver!Y a ftyle to the ages that follow, and becomes 
a model from which h~s poClerity judger 

BUT whart"ver may he the early difpofirion of 
mank.ind to pnetr\" or the advantages they po{:. 

fefs 
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fef." in cultivating this fpecles of literature.; wh,.­
ther the early matunry of poetical compofitlons 
arlfe from their being the firlt ftudled, or from 

theIr havmg a charm to eng.lge perfoo') of the 

11veheft genIus, who are beft quahfied to Improve 
the eloquence of rhelr natIve tongue, It is a re­

markable faCt, tbt; nor only In countrIes where 
every vew of compoiitlOn \'Va') origInal, ,U1J was 
opened In the order of n:uur.il fuccefiion, but 
even at Rome, and In modern Europe, where the 

1earlltd began, early ro prJ.lbfe on forelgn modelsJ 

we have poets of every nation, who are ,perufed 

with plea(ure, whIle the prof, wn(~r:. of thl: fame 
ages an: neglcth:J. 

A~ Sophoclt>s and Euripides preceded the hifto­
riam J.nd l11ol.dHh uf lJrecce, not only N.a:.:vlus 

and hnnlll.r" who wrote the Roman hJ!rory in 
verre, but LllCllll1!>, PIJlItm, Terence, and we may 
add Lucrctlw" were pr'or co Cicero, Sallurt, or 
C,cf,lr. D.lnte and Pctrarch went before any good 
profe writer In Italy, ComeIllc; and Raune brought 

on the fine age of prok COll1pofitlons 10 France; 
and we had In EnglJ.nd, not only Challcer and 

Spenfer, but ShJ.kefFe.lr anJ Mdron, whIle ol:lr 
attempts In hlftory or iClence were yet nl their 

infancy) and de!erve our attentIOn, only for the 
fake of lhe matter they crear. 

HELLANICYS, who is reckoned among the firft 

frou: writers in Greece, and who immediately pre-
, U .:; ceded l 
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ceded, or was the contemporary of Herodot~s, fet 

out with decl.uing hIS intention to remove from 
hiftory the wild rcprefentatlons, ancl extravagant 
fiCtions, with which It hacl been dlfgraced by the 
poets •• The want of records or authorities, re­
lating to any dlftant rranfaCtions, may have hin­
dered him, as Jt did hu; Immediate fuceeffor, flom 

giving truth all the advantage It might have 

Teapecl from this tranfitlon to profe. There are, 
however, ages In the progref .. of foclety, when 

(uch a propofitlOn muft be favourably reeeived,~ 

When men become 9ceupled on the fublects of 
pohey, or commerCIal arts, they willi to be in­

formed and Inihuctl'd, as wtll as moved. They 
al e interefted by what was real In paft traniachons. 
They budd on this foundation the reAeL''bom and 
reafon.ings thev apply to prefent afialrS~ .lncl wi lli 
to receive information on the fubJeCt: of dl.tferent 

purfum, and of projeCts In which they begin to 
be engaged. The manners of men, the practIce 
of ordInary life, and the form of foeitty furndh 
their fubjects to the mOl al and political writer. 
~ere ingenuity, juftpefs of fentlme nt, and correct: 

reprefentation, th.ough conveyed 10 ordinary lan­
guageJ are underfiood to conllitute literary merit, 
and by' applying to rf'alon more than to the Ima­
gination and paffions, meet with a reception that 
js 9ue to the tnltruCtion they bring. 

, ~otcd br pellliitrius PhalerilU. 
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THE talents of men come to be empJoyed in a 
variety of a!falrs, and their inqulfies ciarected to 
Olfferent fybjech. Knowledge is Important in 

every department of ciVil fociecy, and requilice to 
the praCtla of every art. The fllence of nature, 
morals, politIcs, and hiftory, find thw' feveral ad­
mlrers; and even poetry it/elf, which retaIns its 
former fi:anon in the rC,5ion of warm Imagination 
and enthufiafilc pamon, appean In a growing v;. 
nety of formsA . 

MATTERS have proceeded fo far, wirhnut the 

aid of foreign examples .. or the direction of 
I . 

fchools. The cart of Thefp!s was changed Into 

a theatre, not to gratify the Je..lrned, but to plt-afe 
the Atheman populace: And the pnze of poeti­
cal merit was deCided by this populace equally 
before and afcer rhe- IDvenrton of rules,. The 
Greeks were unacquainted With every language 
but their own; and If they became learned, it 
was only by ftudymg what they themfelves had 
produced: The childIfh mythology, which they 
;1re fald to have copied from Afia, was equally of 
litcle availm promoting thelf love of arcs, Of chtM' 

'4{ucce1s in the practIce of them. 

WHEN" the hlftorian is ftrack with the events he 
has 'fIitndfcd, or heard; when he IS excited to rc,;, 
lace [hem by his refiectJOns or his paffions; when 
the ftatefman, who is required to {peolk 1n public3 

iJ obliged to prepare for every remarkable ap-
U .. pearance 
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pearance in ftudled harangues; when converfation 

becomes*xtenfive and renned; and w~en the faCIal 
feelings and reflectIons of men are cQmmltted to 

wrHing, a fyftell1 u[ kunll1g indY allfe; from th~ 

bufl:le of an actIve 11k SOciety Ilfdf 13 the fchool) 

and Its le1fons are del! vered 10 the pracbce of real 

afF,urs. An ,}luthor \\ lites fiol1l oof..:rvations he 
~as made 01\ his fub]ctt, not from the fl1ggdllon 

of bookl>; al!.! every produCtion carnes the mark 

of his charaaer as a man, not of his I11tre profi­
ciency a~ a ftulknt or fehobr. It I11J\, l)e made a 
qU( Own, whl'tilll lile tlOUU]C of leebn(~ for dif­

tant models, and of widing for illftruEbon, through 

dark allu[;r)f:' and languages unknown, might not 
have quenched Ill'> fire, .• nu renderej him a wntcr 
of a very wfenor c1afs. 

Ir focicry may thus be confidered as a !Lhoo! for 
lctten, It JS prob.lbk th,tt Its It ~\~lJ1~ arc vaned m 

every fep trate t1:atc, and In eVCI y a~~t". For a cer­

ta.in IX'thlll, the fevere al';llIc:1tlOns of 'the Roman 

peopl<: to policy ,1Ild w,lr ftlppreHLJ the Jlterary 

arts, and appear to Illwe fhRed the gel1lU~ even of 

the hdlonall .wu the p,)et. The IOflItutlons of 

Sp~rta, ga .... e a profelkd contell1pt for whatev(J 

was not conneered with the prac'lJca\ virttlt 5 of a 
vigorou~ and refolute (pInt: The charms of Ima­

gination, and the parade of bnguage, were by 
this people claffed with the art!; of the cook and 

the pel rumer: Their fongs 10 pt'aife of fortitude 
ire mentioned by fome '~mteIs; and colleCtions 

of 
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of their witty faying'> and repartee!> are frill pre,. 
ferved; Th~y Im:l\.ate the virtues and the abtli. 

ties of an acbve ~\eople. not theIr profiCIency in 
fc;cnce or J.ttr;uy tafte. Potrdfed of what was 
cffenriul to happlllds in the Vlr, ues of the hearr, 
they had a tl![cernment of its v.ilue, unembarraffed 
by the numoedds obJeCls on whIch maukllld in 
general are fo mUl..h at a lo[s to adjuft thelre1leel1l; 
FIxed in their own apprehenfion, they turned a 
lh3.rp edge on the follle:. of mJnkiltd. ({ When 
" Villi you begin to pratlJie It?" wab the queftion 
or .1 Spartan to a per/on who. in an advanced age 
of hfc, W,l.'> filll occupl.:d WIth qucJ11011S on [he: 
n:uure of virtue. 

\VHILE fhli; people confined their fiudles to one 

queibon, how to Impl ove dnd tv prcferve the cou­
rage and the ddll1terefted affecbons of thdlUman 
heart? their r1vab, the Athcl1l.lns, gave a fcope to 

refinement on every objeCt of reflecbon or pamon. 
By the rewards, euhcr of IJrofit or of reputation, 
whIch they beftowed on every cff'urt of lllgcmnty 
employed In mInll1enng to the pleafure, the deco­
ration, or the convenlenc.y of lIfe; by the varIety 
9f conditIOns in' wlllch their cHlzens were pL.t-ed; 

by thelr inequalities of fortune, and the,lr jeveral 
purfults in war, politt~s, commercc) and lucrative 
arts, they awakened whatever was eIther good Q,I' 

bad in the na[ur~l dlfpofitlOns of men. Every road 
to eminence vlhs opened: Elqquence, fortitude, 
milItary tklll~ envy, dctrachon, faction, and trea­
. fon, 
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{on, even the mure her{df, was courted to befl:ow 
importance among a bufy, acute, and turbulent 
people. 

FROM this example, we may fafely conclude, 
that a1chough bufinds is fometimes a nval to ftudy, 
retirement and leifure are not the prinCipal requi­
fi'tes to the improvement, perhaps not even to the 
exercife, of literary talents. The mofl: ftnking 
exertions of imagin,ltlOn and fentiment have a 
reference to mankind: They are excited by the , 
Flde-nce and incercoude of mt n: They have moft 
vigour when aCtuated in the mind by the opera­
tion of its prinCipal fprings, by the emulatIons, the 
friendfuips, and the oppofitions which fubGft 
among a forward and afplring people. Amldfl: 
the great occalions wh,. h put a free, and eVln a 
licentious fociety in motion, its Inen'!--.c.'rs become 
capable of every exertion, and the [,U1 e f( enes 
which gave employment to Themdtocles and 
Thrafybulus, IOfpired, by conragion~ the genitls 
«)f Sophocles and Plato. :the petulant and the 
ingenIOUs find an equal fcope [0 thelr talents; 
and literary monumt"l1I:S becom<; the repofitorie$ 
of envy and folly, 'lS well as of wifdom and virrue, 

GItUCE, divided into many little ftates, and 
Ilgitated, beyond any fpot on the globe, by Jomef~ 
tic contentions llnd foreign wars, fet the example 
in (wry fpedes ot literature. Tfte fire was com­
PlUnicated to Rome; not when the Hate ceafed 

tQ 



Bed:. 8. Of tbe Hijlory of Litt'tatlt,.(. ~'9 

to be warlike, 'nd had difcontinued her political 
agitations, but when i'he mlxt'd the love of re­
finement and of pkafure with hel national pur­
fUlts, and indulged an inclll1ol.tlon to fludy in the 
midft of ferments, ocaafioned by the wars and 
pretenfion~ of oppofire (atl:ions. It was revIved 
in modern Europe among the turbulent flates o( 
Italy. and {pread to tht' North, together with the 
fplrit which thook the fabrick of the Gothic poli­
cy: It rofe wIllIe men were diVided IOta parties, 
under ciVIl or reJigious denominations, and when 
they were ~t varIance on fubjeCts held the moil: 
important and facred. 

W'J>. may be fati~fied, from the example or many 
ages, that liberal endowments &ell-owed on learned 
focieties, and the leifure wIth 'Which they were fur­
nifhed for ftudy, are not the likeheft means to ex­
cite the exertions of genius: Even frlence i[fel~ 
the fuppofed offspnng of lelfure, pined in the 
fhade of mona(bc retirement. Men at a diftancc 
from the o~jeCl:s of ufeful knowledge, untouched 
by the motIves that animate an acbve and a vlgo .. 
rOl.lS mind, could produce only the jargon of lJ. 

[echnical language, and accumulate the Impertj.". 
Ileoce of academical forms. 

To fpeak or to write juftly from an obfervatiol\ 
"f nature, it is necelfary to have felt the fenti­
menta of nature. He who is penetrating and ar~ 
dent in ~h~ ~ond~ of 1ifei will probably exert q. 

propoftionlll 
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proport.i9nal force and ingenuity it the exercife of 
his literary talents: and although 'wrlting may be­
come a trade, and require all the application and 
ftudy which are befrowed on any other calling. 
yet the pi Incipal reqUifites in tillS calling are, [he 
lpir~t aod fenfiblllty of a vigorous mll1d. 

IN one period, the fchool may take irs light and 
.direction from actIve !tfe; 10 another, It is true, 
[he remains of an acbve fpmt are greatly fllP­
ported by hter.iry monuments, and by the h1l10ry 
of tranfaCllOns that preferve the eumples and 
the experience of former and of betrer times. 
Bllt in whatever manner men are formed for gr~at 
effort5 of docutlon or conduct, it appears the moO: 

~ 

,glaring of all deciPtlOos, to look for the accom-
pli1hments of a human charaeter 10 the l"llere at­
~atnments of fpeculatlon, whilft we neglect the 
qualities of fortitude ,wd publIc afieCt:lOn, which 
are fo ner..df.lry to rt:not:r our knowledge an artI­
fie of happinefs or of ufe. 

fART 
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PAR T F 0 U R T H. 

Of CON S E <t.U ENe E S that rcfult from the 
Advancemel)t of C I V I Land COM ME R­

C I AL AR T S. 

SEC T ION I. 

Of tbe SeparatIon of Arts a1Jd ProjtjJi(}ns. 

I T is eviJ('nt, that, however urged by a fenfe 
of necefiity, and a de(1re of convcnie"'=e, or 

favoured by any Jdvanrages of utllltion ;nd po­
l~y, a people can make no great progrefs in 
cultivanng r'11e arts of lIfe, untd they have (epa~ 
rated, and cOll1mICrcd to different ptr{ons, the 
feveral [:lib whIch requil e a peculJar flciil and 
attention. '1 he ravage, or the barbarian, who 
mull; budd and plant, and fabncate for him[d~ 
prefers, In the Interval of great alarm!. and fa~ 

tlgues, the enjoyments of £loth to t~e improve­
ment of his fortune: he is, perhaps, by the dr­
verfity of his wants, dlfcouraged (rom indufiry; 
or, by hIS dLvided artenrion, prevented froro 
acquiring ikilr in the management cf any l,arti­
cular fu~ea. 



Of tbe Se/J#rtlljoll of Part IVJ 

THE enjoyment of peace, however, and the 
profpett of being able to o{;bange one CQmmo­
dity for another, turns, by degrees, the hunter 
and the warnor int'J a tradefinan and a Inerchant. 

The accidents whkh diftnbute the means of fub­
fiftence unequally, inclmatlOn, and favourable 
opportunities, aflign the different occupations of 
men; and a [cnfe of utility leads< them, without 
end, to fubc1ivide their profeffions. 

TH~ artift finds, that the more he can confine 
his attention to a particular part of any work, 
his produCtions are the more perfeCt, and grow 

under his,hands in the greater quantities. Every 

undertaker in manufaCture finds, that the more 
he can fubdlvide the tafks of his workmen, and 

the ~e hands he can employ on iepante arti­
cles, the more are his expcl,lces dlminiihed, and 
his profits increafed. The confumer too re-,-
qUires, in every kind of corpmodlty, a work-

manfhip more perfect than hands employed on a 
variety of fubjeC1:s can produce; and the progrefs 
of commerce is but a continued fubdlvifion of 

the mechanical aru. 

EVERY daft may engrofs the whole of a mac's 
attention, and has a myftery which muO: be ftu­
died or learned by a regular apprenricefuip. Na­
tions of tradefmen come to conGa: of members, 
~ho. beyond their own particular trade, are ifr. 
nOrlnt of all human affairs, and wllo may coo .. 

tribute 
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tribute to the prefervation and enlargement of 
their common-wealth, without making ItS int~reft 

an objeCt of their regard or attention. Every in­
dividual is dlftingui1hed by his calhng, and has 
a place to which he is fitted. The favage, who 
knows no diftinction but that of hIS meric, of 
1m [ex, or of his f~cie5) and to whom his com­
munity is the fovereign o~je ... 't of affettion, is 
aftonlfhed to find, that in a fcene of this nature, 
his being a qun does not qoolify him for any Ra­
tion whatever: he fiies to the woodslwith amaze­
ment, diftafte, and avc:rfion. 

By the feparation of nrts and profemons, the 
fources of wealch are laid open j every fpecies of 
material is wrought up to the greateft perfection, 
and every commodity is proRuced in the greateft 
abundance. The fiate may eftimate its pronts 
and its revenues by the number of its people. It 
may procure, by its trea[ure, that national con­
fideration and power, which the favage rnaintain~ 
at the expe nee of his blood. 

THE advantage gained in the infaior branches 
of manufaCture by the feparation of their parts" 
feem to be equalled by chofe which arife. from a 
fimilar device in the higher departments of policy 
:tnd war. The foidier IS relieved from every care 
but that of his fervi<::e; fiatefmen divide the bufi­
nefs of civil government into !hares; and th-e fer­
.. ants of the public, in every office) without be-.. 

2 i~ 
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ing 4t1ful in the affairs of frate, \ nlfly fucc$e~ 
by oJ;>fcrving forms .whu;:h are .alrc;ady eftabliAled 
on rqe experience of others. They are made, Ij,ke 
tlte parts of an engine~ to concur to a purpofe, 
widlOUt any COij¢t:rt of their own: anJ equally 
b1ind with the trader to any general combination, 
£hey ul'l-it-e with him, in furnilhing to the ftate it. 
refoU!"cts, its conduct, and its force. 

'THE artifices of the beaver, the jnt, and the 
bee, are afcribed to the wifdom of njture. Thofe , 
of polifheJ I1.ltions are afcribed. to themfelves, 

t 
aJld are [uppored to indIcate a capacity fuperior 
to that of Tude minds. But the eftabhlhments of 
men, hke thofe of every ammal, are fuggefted 
by nature, and are the refult of inf1:ina, directed 
by the variety of fituations in which mankind 
a~ placed. Thoft eftablilhments arofe from 
fucceffive improvements that were made, without 
any fenfe of their general effeCt; and they bring 
human affairs to a flare of complication, which 
,the great eft reach of capacity with which human 
nature was ever adorned, could not have pro­
j~cd; nor even when the whole is carried into 
ex.ecution, ca.n it be comprehended in it51 full 
exte~t. 

WHO could anticipate, or even enumerate, tne 
feparate occupations arid profeffiobs by which the 
.~mbers of any commf'rc1al ftate are diftinguifh-
81 t~ .iety of devices which'are praefi'ted in 

.~:irate 
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fepal'llte cetts, ana. whidi the a1'tift. attentive CO 
hi! own affair, his invett~d, to abridge' 'Of ... 

lac-mtate his feparato bOt? tn caming to tbia 
mighty tnd, every generation, ~pared ro its 
predeceiTors, may have appeared 'to be ingeni. 
ous j compared to' its followers, may haVC' ap ... 
peared to. be dun: And human ~ngenuity. what­
ever heights it may have gained in a fucceffion of 
ages, continues to move with an 'equal pace, and 
to creep~o making -,he 1aft. -as wel~ as'the firft, 
ftep of commercial or civil improvement. 

I T may even be doubted, whether the mea(urc 
of national cap4city inc:reafes with the ad~ance'" 
ment of arts. Many mechanical arts, indeed, re­
quire no capacity j they fucceed ben: under a 

"al fuppreffion of fentiment and reafon i atld ig­
norance is the mother of induftry as wdl as of 
fuperfrition. RefleCtion and fancy are fubjea to 
err i hut a habit of moving the hand, or the 
foot, is independent oLeither. Manufadures, Ole .. 
cordinglYJ frofper m?ft, where the mind IS leaft 
conCulted, a,nd whet!! ~11e wGrkiliop may. withouc 
any great effort of imagination, be COnfidcred aa 
an Cl)iin~J the part. of w.hich arc men. 

THE foreft has been felled by the ravage with .. 
o~t thf:.~f< -ef ~ ~ and weighq, h,.vc bpcn 
rlliG:d. widi.u, '~l~ .the ~~iuu~icfl.l pqwer,. 
TW __ ... qftMte;Atn~~tqr. in evct:y. bJ:..~ 
pl'O~ ~1l'Y0I 'a psefuct&lCe _ that q( ~ per .. 

X :4"onucrJ 



fOrmer;.and be who invented a tool, or coulal 
work'without iu afi.ibnce, defcrved the ptaif.oe 
mgeauity in a mu~h higher degree than the mcr~ 
arciiJr, who, Ly its aftiftance, produces a fuptrior 
.w-osk. 

, 
BUT if many parts in the prall:ice: of every art, 

and in 'the ..detail of every d'eparl:ment. require n" 
~b'iUties, or a~ually tend to c.ontratl: and' to limit 
:th~ views o( the mind, there ate others whidi 
'Iearl to general reBections, aftd to enlar!ement of 
thought. Even in- manufactore, the genibs or the 
mafter: perhaps, is cultivated, while that of the 
inferior workman lies walle. The ftatef"man may 
have awide comprehention ofhumarraffairs, whil'e 
tIle toors he empfoys are ignorant of the fyftem 
in which they are themfelves combined. The 
genera'l officer may be a great proficient in .., 
knowledge of "'ar, while the Oeill of the foltlier 
is confined ro a few motions of the hand and the 
(oot. The former may have gained what the 
latter has toft;. and being occupied in tIre con­
duel: of difcipl'ined lir~esJ may PQlctife on a 
target (calc aU the arts of prefervation, of decep­
tion'" a'hd of ftraragem, which the favage: exerts 
in leading' a. !ina!} party, or merely in defending 
himfelt. 

Tttlt pratlitioner of c'ft1'y a. :mel profefi"wn 
may afford mmer,of general fpeculciotl· to the 
..... or fcience. and thinking itfelf,- in this age 
oi=fipaiadons.,. may ltecome a peculiar cr.an~ In 

the 



the buftle.of civil purfuits and occupations, men 
apptar in l"ariety of ligb~ and fuggeft lnatter 
of inqlliry and fancy~ by which converfation is 
enlivened, and pady enlarged. The produc­
tions of ingenuity are brought to the marker; 
and men ate willing to pay for whatever has a 
tendency to inform or amufe. By this means the 
idle. as well as rh.e bufy, contribute t(J fOIwatd 
tile progrefs of arts, and beftow on poli1bed na­
tions that air of fllperior ingenuity. under which 
they Itp~ar to have gaincrd the ends thac: were 
purfued by the ravage in his foreft, knowledge, 
order, and wealth. 

Xz SEC .. 
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O! 1121 Su/lQrtiinatiP1I ctmfequmt frJjbe .8tparaJiQII ~I 
Llrts ami ProfBjJions" 

T H ER E is one grolJnd of fubordination in 
the difference of natur~l'ulents and di{po­

utions; a iecond in the unequal divifio'~ of pro­
perty i and a thIrd, not lefs fenfible, in the ha. 
bits wpich are 'acquired by the prattlce Qf dir-' 
f('rf'Rt arts. 

SOMB emp10yments >~re liberal, othets mecha­
nic. They requIre diff'erent talents, 'and infpire 
different fentiments; amI whether or not this be 
t.he caufe of the preference we actually give, it 
is certainly reafonable to form our opinion of the 
rank that IS due to men of cenain profeffions 
and ftations, from the influence of theIr manner 
of lIfe in culuvating the power<; of the mind>- or 
in prcfcrving the fentiments of the heart. 

THERE is an efevation natural to man, by which 
he would be thought, in his rudeft £late, however 
mged by neceffity, to ri[~ above the confidera­
tion "of mere fubfiltence, and the regards of in­
tere£l: He would appear to at\: only from the 
he-art, in its engagements of friel'ld1hip or oppo-­
finon; he would lhew himfelf only upon occa­
fions of danger or difficultYJ and leave' ordinary 
C.ltes to the weak or the JCivile. " 

5 Tn 



TH-R fame: apptehenfions, in every fituation, rtr­
~bte his notions of meannefs or of. dignity. In 
th:rt'Of polilhed fociery, his defire to avoid the 
.eharafter of tordid, makes him conceal his re­
gard for wbat relates merely to his prefervation 

or his livelihood. In his effimation, the beggar, 
.who depends upon .ch,riry; the labourer, who 
toils that he may eat; the mechanic~ whofe art 
r('!quir~ no exertion of genius, ilre degraded by 
'he objeCt they purfue, and by' th~ means they 
employ to aru-in it. Profeffions requinng "more 
knowledge :lnd ttudy; proceding on the exer­
.eife of fancy, and the I.e of perfeCtion j lead­
jng to applaufe a:. well as to profit, place the: 
arlin: in a fuperior c1afS, and bring him neal;er to 

that ftation in' which men, b~cat1fe they are 
bound to no ta!k, becaufe they are left tn. follow 
the difpolition of the mind, and to take that par't 
in fociety, to which they are kd by the fenti­
ments of.. the heart, or by the calls of the pub­
lic, are fuppofc::d to be hlgheft. 

THIS laft was the ibtion, which, in the dif­
tinaion betwixt freemen and naves, the citizens 
of every ancient republic fhove to gam, and lO 

maintain for themfelves. Women, or tlaves, ih 
the "earlieft ages, had been fet apart for the ptlr­
pofes of domtihc care, or bodily labour j and iq 
the progrefs of lucrative arts, the latter were 
brecl to mechanical profeffions, and were even 

jnt~fted with merch~ndjfe for the benefit of 

X J thei~ 
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th~ir matters: PRcmeh would be uraderftoM to 
have no ~a befide thofe of polit~s and' •• 
In this manner. the honOUlS of one half of the 
fpecies were facrificed to thole of the other; as 
fronc:! from the {amc .. quarry are buried in the 
foU'BCiation, to foftain the block. which happen 
to be hewn for the ~perior parta of the pile. 
In the midft of our encomiums beio'V,d on v.e 
Greeks and the }tomans, we are, by "is cif­
curnftance, made to remember~ that no human 
jnl1:itu~on is perfe4. 

IN many of the Gr.an ftates, tne benefits ari­
fing to the free from this cruel diftinction. were 
not conferred equ~ly on all the citi~en,. Wealth 
being unequaJly divided, the rieta alone ."ere e ... 
emptC(d from laboQr j the poor were reduced ~o 
work for their own fubfiftence; intereft was a 
reigning pamon in both, and the potreffion '()f 
naves, like that of any _ other lucrativf prpp~rty. 
became an objeCt of avarice, not an cxemptiQn 
from fordid attentiops. The entire effet1s of the 
infticution were obtained, or continued to ~ en­
joyed for any conflderable time, at Sparta alonr. 
We feel its injuftice. we fuffer for the heJo[~ 

'und~r 'the feverities and unequal treatment to 
which he was cxpofed, but when we think only 
of me fuperior order of men in this {late; when . 
.,e attend to that elevation and m~rnity of 
fpirit, for which danger had DO terror, iatereft 00 

.1l~ans ~o C0rlllpt j when we cQnWler th~ as 
fri~ 
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£.r.i.eads." or ,as citiPnf.' we JI.l'C: apt to forger" like 
tlaed"elves. that navcs hav.c: .. tide ,0 be ..trc:aced 
hke ijleq. 

Wi look, for clevaPon of ,fentiment, aoo libe. 
raliey of mind • .among, thp[c orders of citizens, 
whq" by taeir'oonditioo-, 4lld their fortune's, are 
relieved from fowid, -c~U'es a!W attentions. This 
was the de(cription of a ff« man a~ Sparta i and 
jf the lot of a nave among the all)Cknrs was really 
more wretched. than that of the indigent laboul'Cr 
and th~ mechanic among the moderns, it may be 
dou~d w.hetta:er ,chefup$ior ord(rs, who are in 
poifeffion of confideration ~nd honours, do not 
proportionally fail in the dignity which befits their 
c;ondition. If the pretenlions to equaJ juftice and 
freedom fuould terminate in rendering every dais 

I fqualJy fervile and mercenary, we make ,a-.ation 
~ helots, and have no free citizens. 

IN eve!y commercial ftate, notwithftanding any 
ptetenflon to equal rights, the exaltation of a few 
mull: depref. the many. In this arrangement, we 
tl\ink tha.t the extreme meanners of ~ome cl aires 
mull: ari[e chiefly from the defea of knowledge, 
;Jnd of liberal education; and we refer ,to fuch 
daffcs. as to, an image of what our fpecies muft 
have been in its rude and uncultivated ftate. But 
w~ 'forget .Po~,mallY circumftances, efptci.:Jly in 
populous cities .. tend to corrupt the loweft order. 
Qf~. Ignorance il the lean: of their failings. 

X4 An 
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An ad~n o£ ... eakk uClpotklkd, <be«lA'tiftg 

a prio.pie 'of enVJ, Of Qr K!ri'ility; a ru.llt ef 
acting perpetually wit\l a view to profit, and UfI­

der a fenfe of fubjection; the critues to. which 

they are alluM, in order to feed their debaflch~ 
or to grarify their avarice1 are examplu, not of 
ignorance,> bL\t of corruption and baltnefs. 1f 
the ravage has not receiyt'lour initruetiGns, he is 
likewife ~nacquainted witb Qur vices. He knOWs 
no (uperior, and ca.nnot 'be fervilt'; he kllQws 
no rliftinttions of fortu~, and cannot be envious i 
he aO:s from his talents in the higheft ftation 
which human fociety ~ offu, thOlt' of the coun­
lellar, and the foldier of his country. Toward 
torming his fentiments, he knows all that the heart 
requires to be known j he can diftinguifb the 
friend whom he loves, and the publi<! incerdt 
wfliclitawakens his zeal. 

THE principal objeB:iorrs to democratical or 
popular govern men tl are taken (rolll the inequa­
lities which arire among men in the refult of cbzfl­
mercia} arts. And ic mull be confelfed, [hat 
po,?ular affemblies~ when compofed of men wh~e 
difpofitions are fordid~ and whofe ordinary appli:" 
. cations ~re ilhbera) .. however they may be intruit. 
ed with the choice of their .mallen and leadeua 

;lre certainly, in their own perrons, unfit to com­
mand. 'flow can he who hots confined his view, 
10 his own fubfiftence or ,pt'tfervation, be jftU'Ufted 
W\th the ~ondua of n,-tions ~ Such men) .hen 

admittc4 
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admitted to dellbtrate ort matters of A\te,1lring 
to ~it~ 'coundis conf!:llion and hlmult, or (ervility 
and corruption; and, feldom fofFet it to repore 
fro~ 'ruinous factions, or the effect of refolutions 
ill lftrmed 61' ill' conducted. 

TH'lt Athenians retaIned their popular govern­
ment tinder all thefe defefrs. The m~cbanic w~ 
obliged, under a penalry, to app'e. In thl"publj~ 
market-place, and to hear debates pn the tubjeCts 
of war, and of peace. Me W3.t;. tempted by pecu­
niary rewatd!, tq attend on the trial of civil ahd 
criminal ca1.lfes. But, notwithftancling an exercire 
tending fa much to cultivate tneir talentt, the in­
digent came always with minds intent upon pro­
fit, or with the habits of an illiberal calling. Sunk 
under ~e fenfe of their perfonal difpari.ty and 
weaknefs, they were ready to reGgn themfelves 

'entirely to the influence of fome popular leader, 
who flattered tfleir paffions, and wrought on their 
fears; or, aCtuated by envy, they were ready,to 
banifh from the ftate whomfoe\cr was'refpeCtable 
and eminent in the fuperior order of citizens; 
lind whether from their neglect of the public at 
one time, or their mal-adminiftratioll at another, 
the iovereignty was every moment ready to drop 
from their hands. 

THE peoplr:, in this cafe, are, in fad-, Frequentlr. 
governedhydne, or a few, who know how to con­
(lut;t them. Pericles poffeffed a fpedes of princely 

authoritT 
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lJut~ty.Athen.si Cratrus.lrPompcy,a.nd ez.~ 
either jointly or fuctetli'fcJy.-: ~d for a conu­
~rabl. period the foverc;ign directioQ at l.Wme. 

WHETHER ia grt3t or in {mall ftate., d4tao­
c ... " is preferftd with difficulty J un-dcr the difpa­
rines of ~dition, and the uneq'\Jal ~ulQvatipn of 
the ~Jld. 'Which att~n<l the variety qf purfuit$. 
\ad applicat"" th_t fepar4&C m~kind in the 
advatlCm ftate of commercial arts. 10 this, how'-

\ 

ever, 'We do but pl~ againft ~be foon of demo. 
crpcy~ after the principle is removed i and fee the 
abfurdity of pretenUona to equal influence .nd 
con6d~ion~ after the chara.Cte~ of men have 
oearod to k Wnilar. 

SEC .. 
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MANKINP, whrn.in their rude fiatt, hav., 
a great uni.fclrlmty of 1banners 1 but when 

civilized. tbey are ensaged in a vari~ty of pur­
fuiu. thfly tre~(t on' a larger field, and feparatc 
to a grea~r difta~ If they ~ guid"" bow­
ever, by umilar difpofitioM) and bJ' like .fugget. 
doni of nature, they wij! probablt in dle end, as, 
well as in the beginning of their pror', toati ... 
nuc: to agree in many plrticulars; and while.com­
lllunitics ;admit, in their members, that divetfity 
of ranks and profeffions which we have already 

clefcribed as the confequence or the found.ation 
of commdtce, thtf will refemble each' other ill 
many effdts of this diftribution, and of other . 
cir~umltances in which'll they nearly concur. 

UNDER t'ltTY form of government, ftarefC*n 
endeavour to remove the dangers by which tbey 

~ 

fJ"e threatened from abroad, and the dill:urbances 
which moldt them l\.t borne. By cftis conduct, if 
fuccefsful, they in a few ages gain a,n afcend~t 

" for their country;. e!tablifh a fronti¢r at .a diftance 
from its capital; they find, in the mutual &lir~s 
,cf tranquillity> whlch come [0 poffefs mankind, 
.nd. in tbofe public eftablHbrnents which Jestd to 
keep the, peace of fociety, a rcfpice from fortis" 
wail, and 4 relief frCJm Qomellic difordcts. T~ 
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learn to decide eyery cortteft·.itbout tumult, arll 
u fecure, by the amooru:y of law, , every titizen 
ia cht polfeffion of his perfi>R,al rights. 

In thi5 condition, [0 which thriving nations 
afpite, and whichil> [hey in fome meafure attain, 
mankind having laId the bafis of fakty, pl'Oc~ed 

.., ~r,a a. f\lptrfrrutlurefl fuitable to their views. 
Tn.. cenfeq1J.eoce is' variou9t> in different flates; 
even in diffe~nt orders of men (If. ,the fame com-

.. rnunity; and the effect f() every lOdi4"idu;H corre­
fp")nds wit4 his {bldol1. it enables the ftatefman 
~nd the foidier to fettle the' forms of their different 
procedure, it enables the p-ractitioner in ever,. 
profeffion to purfue his fepatllte advantage j it af. 
fords the man,of pleafure a time for refinemenp, 
'and the fpeculativc, lelfure f(Jf' lIter"" ~onverfa.­
tion or" {tudy. 

IN this fet'nc, matters that have little reference 
ttf the active purfuics of mankind, .re ma.de fub­
ieet$ of enqUiry, and the.exercife of lentlment and 
rea.ton itfelf i?ecomcs a. pr-ofeffion. The fongs.e­
the bard, th~ hUR.ogues of the ftatefman and the 
... ;ior7 the tradition and the (tory of ancient 
'tlllles_ art confidered as the models, or tbe earlieU 
prodtlCl:ion, of fo ma~y arts, whicb it becomes the 
objea of different profeffio.ns to. copy ot to" ira­
l)J"o\fe. The works of fanCY7 like .the ftlbjeas. of 
~ral hiftory. are diiHhgullhed into, c)dfC!l'and 

!f;1pctiei J .(he rulft of every, p.rti¢u~ kind, are 
diftin~ 
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dtftintlly coUe.&ed ;' and the library is ftored, U~ 
the Wdtenoufe, "nil the- finifued· ma/luf.u~ture "of 
dlffercni al'tiAs" who,. with the aids of the grarrl-" 
Plarian and the erJtie, afpirc, tach in his particular 
way, to inftrud',tlle -kead, or to move tht: heart. 

Evn y natioQ is a motley· a1femblage of diffe. 
rent charaB:ers, and contains, under any political 
form, fome examples of that variety,. which the 
humours, tempers,. and apprehenfions of men, fo 
differentl1 tmployed, are likely to futnilh. Every 
profeffion haS its point M hotfoor, an{j its fy*em 
of manners; the merchant his punctuality and 
fair dealing; the ftatefman.dus capacity and ad­
drefs; the man of fociety his good breeding and 
'Wit. Every ft.uion has a carriage, a drefs, a cere..' 
n,onial, by which ifi-hl ditlingulfbed, and by, whi~ 
it fuppreffes the national charaCter under that of 
the ra~, or of tit; individual. 

THIS defcription may be applied equally to 
Athel\s and Rome, to London and Pans. ·The 
rude, ct the fimple obferver, would remark-the va .. 
riety he faw irt'tne dwellitJgl and in the ettupa~ 
tions of diffe~ men, not in the afpect of dif!'e'~ 
tent nations. He \\'Ould find, in the ftrtets' 6£ 
the f-.ne city, is great a diverliry, a~ in the ~ 
mrr:of a felJltr'llce people.. Hi' cou~d not piert't' 
tlnol1gh'the cloud that was "gathered before l1im~ 
nt,r!~ihOW tfie ttadefmah, D"icdianic,. ~ot rchol~~ 
Of 'Ofte 'to'tl'iitfy J (>1ho\J1d!"di~ &Otrt ,bore ~f ·'At.:. 
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other. &t dati, ~tive or-,~ pro~illce an, • 
i\w.awiih the f.mgPtlft ancl wIaee .. himfel£ tra,..; 

yell, is ftruck with the afpett of 'a {b;ang.c..~ry, 

the moment b~ pafiCs the bounds of 111, ewn .. 
The air of. ~,ift~.I1be cone of the .o~. th~ 
idiom of.nguage, a.nd the ftrain,of (lollvufation, 
wb4llel' ,pathetic ott Janpid .. gay or 1Cverc; are no 
lo'lS"?' the farne. 

MAJlY fuclt ~,ro.Y ar!k atllODg po­
lilhed n~tion" (a:om the e~. of climatct, OJ" (rom 
four$cs of falbion. lbat are ijll mor~ hidden or 
1iIDQbferved i but the- priacipal diftj,ad:ions on 
which we can r#l' .. 'iF derive4 fl'ORl 'he part a 
people are oblip to aa iQ thcir n~ianal caRa~ 
c;jty. ftom thC;()~aa placed in their view by the 
ft"tC i or from the £On~QO of government .. 
"hkh, prefcribing the tcrma,o£ foeicty to its fub­
jeCi:s, had a great in6uence iti formin, their ap­
prehc;nfiona and habits.. 

Tal. Roman people, dd:incd to acquire wealth 
by conqucft, and by the, fpoil of provinces i the 
Carthaginians, intent on the rcturD$ of, mer­
chandifc, and the produce of COIWIletcial fettle .. 
ments,muft have filled tbe ftreera of their feveral 
capi~ ~ith men o( a dift"crcnt "c:llfpoqtion ~d 
.r~. '.fbc RAman lai~ hold of his, {word .,,~ 
he,wiihed to ~ i~ '-4 m~ 1btc ~ad her .... 
mics pre~d in. t~' ~~~ogs. of, her !1*P1e. t. Car~., ~; Co.JaiI ~ ~ a . , ~ 
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fimilar projeCt; and, whea the ftate was- alarttJ40 
cd, er had rciJlved on a war, lfnt of his p~t. 
to purchafe an anny abroad. 

Tlh: mmibe~of arepeblk, and the 1ubjea of 
a monan:hy, muft.1lUier: .. aUk they haw dif­
ferent putI'aflilnefWO" than b, the forms of their 
-country: The ane~eftined to live with his eql!a1s. 
or to contend by his periOnlll taleo. and GilJarac­
terr fot pre-eminence i tit" O'I!I\er,. born to a de­
termi"a~ eat.Il, 'Where ., pMtri~ to equatfry 
crea~s a coam~Ad' where- nought but pJilce. 
d.etwe it,ftudifJd. Each, WH. the inftirutiontbf 
h~5 country we tmlWrt, ma.y find in the law! a 
proteCl:ioa to·bi~ periOnal rights; but thofe right$ 
themfelves are differtRtly underftood, ant! with. 
ditferent fet of opinio. give rife to a different 
temper of mind. The republican muft aB:' in the 
fiate, to f.oibin his pretenfrons; he muft join a 
p-arty, in order to be fafe J he mut lead o~> in 
order to be great, The fubjed: of monarchy re­
fers to his birth for the honour he claims.; he 
waits on a court, to Ote" his importance; and 
holm out the eafigM of dependence and f .. vour.) 
to gam him eftt'tm with the public. 

IF national infriwtions, calculated for the pre­
krvation of liberty. inftead of calting upon the 
clfi~n tf) aa- for himfclf~' and to maintain hi, 
rights, lheutd, p a .{ecurity, requiring, ~n his 
put," ne' ~ ~s(nUon o.t ~; this. ft;~ 
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WIlds of (ocietf, arid, upoD ~ of,iAdc~ 
dence, feparate and ~theditrerGu,r"s it 
was meant to reconcile. Neithel\ tho parties 
formed in ·~ubli~ .. AOr '_:'£9u_'.~1IIies 
which tnC'et in mona.rcbica1'8Q_llmonCli'~ 
take place. wheretbc.iaafe o£ a._uah\epeadio 
cnc;:,t 'fboold-ceafe to fu~dtric members toge. 
ther ... The' .forts for eommer~ miFt. be fre .. 
qqelltcd, -and ~ am~ment might" purfued 
jtfdle crowd, while the privar-e dwelling becamc 
• ""reat for referve, ;1\rerfe t4the tNUble af!ifin~ 
frdtn regards and aJtentiOftl, which it' might be 
part of the political cteed 1'0 beliHe of no con­
fequence, and a point: of honour to hold ill con­
r-empt. $ 

THIS humoUT is not likdy to grow cither in re­
publics or monarchies: It belongs more properly 
to atmix.tunt of both J where the adminiftration 
of juftice may be bettefl'fecured j where the fub­
.;ea it tempted to look for equality. but where he 
Suas only independence itt its place J and where 
he learns, from a' fpirit of equality, to hate ther 
very diftinction' tcJ wbich, on aCCOU!1t of their real 
Unportance, he piy' a;remarkabk Ceference. 

IN- either' or tfte'teparm forms 'of tepob1ir 'Ot 
monarchy, Of in a~hg on-the principlefb{ eRkel", 
men he obliged to cinm their fdlo.-dtitlen4 &nd 
"~~ployparb and'&d~ to' irtt~ theft: for ... 
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NDCI, or-eveD'1:0 be faf.1 , They find in both.' 
fchool for <!ifc~t and penet-ntion j but 1n 
the one, are taught to '01'erlook the merits of a 
printc c.hartaer, for the fake of abilities 'that have 
weight with the pqbl~ J and in the other to_over­
look great and refpea:.a.blc; talents, for the fake of 
qualitles'engaging,or pkafaht in t~ fcene of en.: 
tertainment-and pri.late foc;c.ty. They are obliged. 
in both~ to adapt themfelves with care to the 
falbion and manners of their country. They find 
no place for caprice or lingulat humours. The 
repuhlican lUuft be popular, and the courrier po­
lite. The firO: muil: think himldf well pLtced ill 
every company; the other mult .chufe his rerons, 
and delire to be diftinguilhed only where the fo­
eiety itfelf is efteemed. With his inferiors. he 
take.s an air of protection j and fu/fcrs, in his 
turn, the fame air to be taken with himfcif. It 
did not, perhaps, require in a Spartan, who feared 
nothing but a failure in his duty, who love~ no· 
thing but hiS friend and the frate, fo conftant a. 

guard ~ himfelf to fupport his character, as it 
frequently does in the [ubject: of a monarct1Y, to 
adjuft his el'pence and hiS fortune to [he defires 
of his vanity, and to appear in a rank '<IS high ~ 
his birth. or ambition, can poffibly reach .. 

THE.!L1 itno particular) in the mean time, in 
which we are ')Rare frequently unjllft, than In ap· 
plying to the individual the fllppofed charaCter of 
his country. qr more frequently mWed, than in 

Y t .. king .. 
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taking our notion of a people from the example 
of on~ or a few of their members. .It belonged 
to the conftitution of Athens~ to ha.ve produt.ed 
a Cleon~ and a Pericles; but all the AtbeDians 
were not, therefore, like CICDn~ or Pericles. The­
Dliftodes and Ariftides lived in the fame age; 
the: one advifed what was protitabk, the other 
told his country what was juft. 

SEC-
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SEC T ION tV. 

Tbe lame §ubjeO GrJnti •• tea. 
~ H E law of nature, with tefpeet to nation" 
1. is rIte fame that it is with refpett to indivi .. 

duals: it gives to the colleCtive body a right to 
preferve themCe1ves; to employ undifturbcd the 
means of hfe i to retain the fruits of labour J to 

demand the obfervance of ftipulations and COn'" 

traas. In the cafe of violcnct:, it c:ondtrnns the 
aggre1Tor, and eftabliIhcs, on the part of the in .. 
jured) the right of defence .. and a claim to retri­
bution. tts applications) however, admit of die .. 
putes, and give rife to variety in the apprehenfion" 
as well as the praCtice of mankind. 

NATIONS have agreed univc:nally; in. diftin ... 
guHhing right from wrong j in exaCting the te ... 
parati0l1 of injuries by conCent or by force. They 
have always repofed, in a certain degree, on the 
fcUth of treaties; but have aCted as if force were 
the \Iltimate arbiter in all their difputes, and the 
power to defend themfelves, the fureR pl~dge ot 
their fafety. Guided by rhefe COlnmon apptehen .. 
iions. they have differed (rom orie another: not 
tnerely in points of form; but in poin~ of the 
greateR importance; refpefring the ufage Qf war, 
the effects of c:aptivity, and the riahta of coon· 
'queft and viCkory. 

W B~ a Dumber of lndeJlUldcnt communities 
Jaavc been freq\1Cntly inyolvcd ao. ..... an4 baV4 
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had their ftated aUnll'Ce5 and oppofitions, they 
adopt cuftoms which they make the foundation 
of rules, or of laws, to be bbferved, or alledged, 
in all their mUCU/l1 tn.nfacbons. Even in war it­
[elf, they would follow a fyftem, and plead for the 
obfj:!rvan~e Qf forms in their very operations for 
l1'l\ltl;i~-def( .. ut\:ion. , 

TH~' '~ncient fbtes of ~reece and Italy derived 
'thei'r'mantlers in w'at from the nature of their re­
lY<1bli,cilri f 

goveI'nmerit ~ thofc of modern Europe, 
'from [he iufiue-nce of mOharcny, which, by its pre­
valence i"'this part'of'thi:(world, has a great ef­
fed On n:lrionstev~ wllhe it is nOt the (orm 
e1b.blitb~d .. ' Upon "idre':fua'Ximt of rhi'S govern­
ment, we apprehend IS thili'nftidn between the ftate 
anQ. Its members.) as that between the Kin,.e and the 
J>eop\'e:.\ ... hi'ch re~d~;< fii¥n "operatio~ of policy, 
not of popular animofity, While we !trike at the 
,pub~ic intcreft, we wo~lJ fp\are tbe private; and 
we, carry a refpeEt and, confideration (or'indivi­
duah, wnlch oftcn nops the iffues of blood in the 
ardor;~ of ~yia~ry~ and procures to the pri(oner of 
war a l'iofpltable reception in the very city which 
rl~fc.ame' t6\ieltroy •. Thefe pratlices :lte fo well 
'eftablithed, that (cucdy any pro\;tocation On th~ 
parto( :ih enemy,' or any exigence of fetvicc.", can 
ex~ufe\ a"·ttefpafs' so [he fuppofed rules of huma­
. nlly) \jr fa~c the leadet who commtrs it (rom be­
CO'1~ing an object of deteftation ana horror. 

Tb'thH, 'the gmekl'practice of'tne Gretks and 
t'K'tlltalhan~'~a'S 'oPpb1it~! They ~deavOured -ra 
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wound the ftate by deftroying its members, by 
defolating its [errjtor~, and by r\linlng the poffef­
lions of its fubjeCl:s. They graa-ted quarter only to 
enfiave, or to bring ~e prifoner to a more folemn 
execution; and an (nemy, when dlfarmed, was~ 
for the mofr part, eith~r fo16 in the m,uket or 
killed, that he might never ,retutn to firengthen 
his party. When this was the iifue of war, it was 
no wonder that battles were fought with defpera­
tion, and that every fortrefs was defended to the 
lail: extremity. The game of human life went 
upon a high ftake, and WdS played with a pro­

l~ortlOnal ?:eal. 

THE term barbarian, in this flate of manners, 
could not be employed by the Greeks or the Ro­
mans In that fenfe 11'1 which we ufe it: T0 charac­
terize a people rcgardlefl> of commercla1 am, 
profufe of their own lIves, and of chafe of others; 
vehement in their attachment to one fOCH:ty, and 
implacable in theIr antipathy to another. This, ill 
a great and {hining p~rt of their hiCl::ory, was their 
own charaB:er~ as weJ1 as that of fome other na­
dons, whQm, upon tillS vcry a<.count, we dj(Un­
gurih by the appellatiollS of /;arbarqllJ or ;-"Ide. 

IT has been obferved, that thOle celebrated na­
tions ~re Indebted, fQr a great part of their efrill1a­
rion, nottothe matter of their hd"lolY~ hutto the 
manner "in which it has been dclJvere.d, and [0 the 
capacity. of the~r hiltorians, and o[h~r writers. 
The~r ftory has bt~n told Dy l11cn who {.;:new hoY{ 
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to draw our attention on the proceedings of the 
underftanding and'of the heart, more than an ex­
ternal effefts, and who could exhibit c~araaer$ to 
be' admired and loved, in ~he ,midft of aCtions 
which we fhould now unfverfaUy hare or coqderpn. 
Like Homer~ the "modd of Grecian literattl~et . " . 
they could make us fo~get the horrors Qf a vindic-
tive, cruel, and temorfelefs treatment of an ~l1emY2 
in behalf of the ftrenuous ~aqdu~~ the courage~ 
and.yeh~ment affections, with which the 'hero main­
tained the caufe of his friend and of his country. 

Ot1~ manners are fo differenr, and the fyfterq 
upon which we regulate our a}?prehenfions, iq 
many ~ing~ fa oppofite~ that no lef~ 'could make 
us endure the praCtice of ancient nations. Were 
that praCtice recorded by the mere joqrnalift, who 
retains only the detail of ~vents, without throwing 
any light on the character of the actors, who, like 
the Tartar hiftQrian, tells us only what blood was 
fpllt'in th~ field, and how many inhabitants were 
matrcl.cred in the city j we fhould never have dif­
ti~guilhed the Gr~eks from their barb~rous neigh­
bou~s, n~r have thought, that the charatrer of civi­
lity pertained' .even to the Romans, till very"late- iq 
their lu{\:vry". and in the decline of their empire;. 

IT would, no doubt, be pleafant to fee the re­
marks of fuch a traveller as we fometimes fend 
a.broad to jnfpdt the manners of mankind, left. 
unaffiftea 'by hlO:ory, to collect the charaCter of the 
Greeks from the {tate of their country, or (rom 

the-ir 
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their praltice in war. cr This country~" he might 
flY, (I compared to ours, has an air of barrennefs 
«, and defolation. I faw 4pon the ro~ troops of 
U labourers, who were employed jn the fieJds i 
" but no where the habitations of the matter and 
u the landlord. It was unfafe, T was told, to retide 
ce in the counuy i and the people of every diftria 
It crowded into towns to find a place of defence. 
u It is, indeed, impoffible, that they can be more 
" civilized. till they have eftablilhed fome regular 
(C government, and have courts or juftice to hear 
Ie their complaints. Ae prefene every town, nay, 
~e I may fay, every village, aas for itrelf, and the 
" gn:accfi: diforders prevail. I was not indeed 
,e molefted i for you muft know, that they call 
co themfdves nations, and do all their ruifchief 
I' under the pretence of war. 

cr I DO not mean to take any of the Hberrit'J of 
!' travellers, nor to vie with the celebrated an­
c< thor of ~'lC voyage to Lilliput i bue cannot help 
{C endeavouring co communicate what I felt on 
fC hearing them fpeak of their territory, eheir ar­
H mies, their revenues, treaties, and alliances. 
(( Only imagine the church· wardens and con.na­
cr bies of Highgate or Hampftead turned ftatef­
(' mrn and generals, and you will have ~ eolerab1e 
q conception of this lingular country. I paff'ed 
" through one fiatt, where the beft houfe in the 
(~ capital would not lodge the meaneft of your 
" labovrers, and where your very beggars would 
,~ not chure to dine with the King; and yet they 

y 4 U arc 
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Ct are thought a' great nation, and have no lef'i 
u th~n two Kings. I faw one o( them; but. filch 
If a potentate! he 11,f1 fcarcely doaths to hl'$ 
" back. and for his Majdly's ta':>le, he was 
cc obliged to go to the eating-houfe with his f~b­
" je~s. They have not a fingle farthing of 010-

" n~y, and I was obhged to get food at the pub­
(( lie expence, there being none to be had in the 
cc market. You will imagine, that chere mull have 
" been a fervice of plate, and great attendance, 
cc to wait on thl." lIlufrrious {hanger j but my fare 
" wac; a mefs of forry pottage, brought me by ~ 
ct ,naked nave, who left me (0 deal with it as 1 
C( thought proper: and even this I was in comi­
ce nual danger of having ftolen from me by the 
fC children, who are as vigilant to feize opportu­
ce nities, and a!. dextrous in fnatching their food, 
re as ar,y ftarved greyhound YOll ever (.1W. 1 he 
" mi (crv of the whble people, in ilion, as well as 
'f my own, while I fbld there, was beyond defcrip­
c< tion. You would think tJut their whole atten­
II cion were to torment themfe1ves as muchas they 
c· ('an: thry are evenodifpleafed with one of their 
of( Kings for being ",d}·jlh·d. lIe had made a 
cc prefent, whIle I was there, of a cow to one fl­
u votlritt: J and of a walftcoat to another ., an1 
c( It was' publickly f.ud, that thlS method of gain­
cc ing friends 'wa~ robbIng the publIC. My land­
u lorJ ~old me n:ry gravely, that a man ihould 
u come under no oblIgation that might weak.en 

• Plutarch in the l,fe of Agcfibus. 
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u the joye which he owes,'to his country, nor 
n form any perron&! attachment beyond the mere 
CI habit of hving wit~ his friend J 3nd of doing 
u him a kindnefs when he can. 

« I ""SKi£) him once, Why they did not, for 
cc their own fakesJ enable their Kings to affume a 
~, little more {tate? Becaufe, fays he, we intend 
" them the happirtefs of living with men. Wlwn 
" I found fault with their houles, and fald, in 
('~ particular, that I was forprifed they did not 
H build better churches. What would you be then, 
~, fays he, if you found relIgIon in ftone wa}Js ? 
~, This w.ill fuffice for a fample of our converfa­

" tion j and fententious as it was, you may be­
f' heve 1 did not fray long to profit by it. 

~c THE people of this place are not Quite fo 
" fiupid. There is a pretty large fq llare of a 
" market-place, and forne tolc:rable bUlldlDgs j 

" and, I am told, they have fome Lurks and 
(( hghters employed in tracIe. which they bke­
" Wife, l1pon occafion, m.tll~er into a Deet, l1Le 
" Lord Ma~'()r's fhew. But whJt ~leates me m(){t 
" 15, that T am likely to get a IHDJ,3."t (rom hence, 
" and bi,,1 f.lrewell to tim wre: c!.cd ('ountry" 1 
" have ;)een at fOlne pall)') to ob(cn c t'\t"lr rerc­
C( monies of reiJglOn, and to pick lIlJ (, UllOfitlt'S. 

" 1 have copied lome infcnpt;oll~, ;l!> you Will 
" f~e when you coml:" to pcrufe IlIV journal, and 
~, wlll then judgf', whether I have met with 

H enough to"compeniatc the fatigll~s and UJ.d en-

" tertJ.mment 
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~c teJ1~inment to v.:'hich I have fubmitcc.td. As 
.& fOT the JXople,. you will believe, from the fpe­
u eimen I have giV't'n you, that they could not 
U be very engaging company: Though poor 
., and dirty, they ftill pretend to be pro'ld; and 
c, a fellow, who is not worth a groat, is above 
.. workmg for his livelihood. They come abroad 
U barefooted, and without any cov,r to the head, 
" wrapt up in the coverlets un~er which you 
f' would imagine they had llept~ They throw aU 
H off, and appear like fo lTlany naked Cannibals, 
" when they go to violent fports and exercifes; at 
., which they highly value feats of dexteri~y and 

"ftrength. Brawny limbs, and muCcular arms, 
,'- tht: faculty of Oeeping out all nightsl Qf faft­
.. ing long, and of putting up with any kind of 
"food, are thought genteel accomplilhments. 
" They have no fetded government that I CQulq 
~r learn; fometimes the mob, and fometimes the 
" better forr, do what they pleafe : They meet 
4' in great crowds in the open air,. and feldom 
.. agree about an)' ,thing. If a feflow has pre­
" fumption eaough, and a loud VOIce~ he can 
u mctkf! a great figure. There was a tanneli 
~c here, fame time ~go, who, for a while, car­
~c riro every thing befoce hhn. He cenfured fa 
U loudly what others h<\d done, and talked fo big 
!c of what might be perf~rmed, that he was Cent 
tC out at 1:111: to t:nake good his words, and to 
If curry the enemy inftead of his leather -. You 

• Thucydides, lib.4.-ArillOphane-... 

6 " will 



Sea. 4. PoliJhttl and CDmmercial Nation!. 33* 

cc will imagine, perhaps, that he was pre{fed for 
f' a recruit i no i-he was fent to- command the 
H army. They are indeed feldom long of one 
cc mind, except in their readinefs to harafs their 
H neighbours. They go out in bodies, al1d ro\). 
Cl pillage, and murder wherever they come." So 
far may we fuppofc out traveller to ha.ve writ­
ten; and upon a recollection of the reputation 
which thore nations have acquired at a difiance, he 

• plight have added, perhaps, "That he could not 
" underftand how [cholars, fine gentlemen, and 
~, even women, fhould combine to lldmire a peo­
~, pIe, ~ho fa little refemble themfdvesl' 

To form a judgment of the chara8er from 
which they aCted in the field, and in their compe_ 
titions with neighbouring nations, we mull: ob­

ferve them at home. They were bold and fear­
iefs in their civil diffenfions i ready to proceed 
to extrem ities, and to carry their debates to the 
~ecifion of force. Individuals !toad difiinguifued 
by their perfonal fpirit and vigour, not by the va­
luatioll of their e1tatcs~ or the rank of their birth. 
They had a perfonal elevation founded on the 
fenr~ of equality, not of precedence. T.he gene­
ral of One campaign was, during the next, a pri­
vate [oldier., and ferved in the ranks. They were 
folicitous to' acquire bodily ftrength j becaufe, in 
the \lfe of their weapons, battles were a trial of 
the roldier's ftrength, as well as of the leadc:r's 
conduCl:.· The remains of their ftatuary {hews a 
manly grace, an air of JimpliciFY and ea~, which 

beirH! 
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being frequent in nat UTe, were famila.r to the 

attift. The mind, perhaps, borrowed a confi­
dence and force, from the vigour and addr~fs of 
the body j their eloquence and ftyle bore a refem­
blance to the carriage of the perfon. The under­
ftanding was chiefly cultivated in ·the praaice of 
affairs. The moil: refpecrnble perfooages were 
obliged to mix with the crowd, and derived their 
degree of afcendency only from theis: condu{t .. 
thelr eloquence, ,and perfonal vi~our. They had 
no forms of expreffion, to mark a c;eremORlOUS 
and guarded refpett. Invective proceeded to rall­
ing, and the groiTt!ft terms were often employed 
by the moll: admired and accomplifhed orators. 
~arrel1ing had no rules but the immedIate dlC­

tates of pamon, which ended in words of re­

proach" in "iolence and blows. They fortunately 
went always unarmed j and to wear a fword iQ 
times of peace, was among them the mark of a 
barbarian. \Vllen they took arms in the divifions 
of faCtion, the prev-ailing party fupported ufelf 
by expclhng their opponents, by profcriptionsJ 

a,:d bloodn1t~d. The ufill"pcr endeavoured to main­
tam 1m £t.ttlon by the molt violent and plompt 
CAtcutions. I Ie ,vas oppo[t.d, ill hiS tlIrn, by con­
fplracies· and affJ!1in:nions, in w h ieh tht" Ihofl: 11'­

(pc':'bI,ble citizens were n:.ldy to ufe the ddGgcr. 

S~"CH was the character of their fpirit, in its 
occafional ferments at home i and it bUff!: com. 
l'Tlonlv with a fuitable violence and forCe"; agalOft 
thtH" fon:lgn nval!. and enerUlcs. The amiabl<r 

plea. 
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plea of humanity was little regarded by them in 
the operations of war. Cities were razed, or 
innaved; the captive. fold, mutilated, or con­
demned to die. 

WHEN' viewed on this-fide, the ancient nations 
have but a farry plea for efteem with the inh.1bi­
rants of modern E1,lrope~ who profefs to carry the 
civilities of peace into the praCtice of war; and who 
value the praire of indifcriminate lenity at ahigher 
rate than even that of military prowefs) or the love 
of their counrry. And yet they have" in other 
refpeCl:s, merited and obtained our pr:1ife. Their 
ardent attachment to their country; their con­
tempt of fufferJng~ and of death, In its caufe; 
their manly apprehenfions of perfonal indepen­
dence, which rendered every individual,' even 
under tott'eri~ eftablifhmencs and imperfeCt 
laws, the guardian of freedom to hiS feHow­
citizens J their activity of mind; in thort, their 
penetration, the ability of their conduct, and 
force of their fplrie, have ~ined them the firtt: 
rank among nations. 

IF their animoGties were great; their affecHons 
were proportionate: they, perhaps, Jove6l, where 
we only pity; and were ftern and inexorable, 
where we are not merciful, but only urefo)utt. 
Afr~r aU, ('he merit of a man is determIned by 
his candour and generolity to hie; affoclates, by 
his ~aJ for national objea~, and by his vjgour 

In 
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in maintaining political rights; not by modera­
tion alone, which proceed~ frequently frorn in­
difference to national and public intereft, and 
which ferves to relax the nerves on which the 

, ' 't-

force of a private, as well as a public, charaCter 
depends. 

WHEN under the Macedonian and the Roman 
monarchies, a nation came to be confidered as 
the eftate of a prince, and the inhabitants of a 
province to be regarded as a lucrative property, 
the poffellon of territory, not the deftruClion of 
its pcople1 became the object of conqueft. The 
'pacific citizen had little concern in the quarrels of 
fovereigas; the violence of the [oldier was re­
ftrained by difcipline. He fought, bec;lu[c he 
was taught to carry arms, and to obey: he fome­
times' fued unneceffary blood ~ the ardour of 
viCtory j but~ except in the ~a[e of civil wars7 

had 1)0 paffions to excite his anilUofity beyond 
,the field and the day of battle. Leadets judged 
of t~e pbjctb of ao. ~nter'prife, and they arrefted 
the fword when thefe were obtained. 

Iv the modern nations of Europe, where e. 
cent of-territory admits of a diftintlion between 
tbe ftate and in fubjects, we are accuftomed to 

chink of the in~ividual with compaffion, feldom 
of the public with zeal. We have improved ~n 
lbe laws of war, and on the lenitives which have 
been dcvif~d to (glten its rigours j we ~ave min., 

gled 
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gled politenefs with the ufe of the (word I we 
have learned to make war under the ftipulati()~ 

of treaties and cartels, and truft to the faith of 
an enemy whofe ruin wejleditate. Glory is mQfC 

fuccefsfuUy obtained by faving and protecting, 
than by deftroying the vanquifhed: and the mod 
amiable of aU objeds is. in appearance, at­
tained; the employing of force, only for tbe 
obtaining of juftice, and far the pn:fetvation of 
national rights. 

THIS is, perhaps, the principal charaB:uiflic,. 
on which7 among modern nations, we bellow the 
epithets of civilzzed or of pDli/hld. But we have 
feen, that it did not accompany the progreG of 
:ms alnORg the Greeks, nor keep pace with the 
advancement of policy, licerature, and ~hilofo­
phy. It did not await the returzu of learning 
!lnd politenefs among the moderns J it was found 
in an early period of our hiftory, and diftinsui1hed. 
perhaps more than at prefenc, the manners of 
the ages otherwife rude and undifciplined. A 
King of France, prifoner in the hands of his 
enemies, was treated, about four hundred years 
ago, with as much diftin8:ion and courtefy as a 
crowned head, in the like circumftancts, could 
poffibly expect: in this age of pohtenefs •• ~hc 
Prince of Conde, defeated and taken in the hu­
de of Dreux, {lept at night in the fame bed with 
his enemy the Duke of Guife t. 

• Hhmets tidlory of England. t Darila. 
b 
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IF the moral of poplllar traditions, and the taftc 
of fabulous legends, whIch are the produCtions or 
entertaInment of particular ages, ar,c.J.ikewile fure 

indicd.tlOns of their n~ons and charaCters, we 
may prefume, that the fOundation of what is now 
held to be the law of war, and of nations, was 
laid in the manners of ElJrbpe l together WIth the 
fentiments whIch are exprdfed in the tales of chi­
valry, and of gallantry. Ottr fyftem of war differs 
not more (rum that of the Greeks, than the fa­
vounte chJ.raB:ers of our early romance diffe-red 
frum thafe of thelliad, and of every ancient poem. 
The: hero of the Greek fable, endued with fupe­
rior force, courage, and addrefs, takes every ad­
vantage of an enemy, to kill with fafety to him­
{elf J and. aCtuated by a qefire of {peil, or by a 
principle of revenge! is never ftayed in his pro­
gref$ by interruptions of remorfe or tompafiion. 
Horoer~ who, of ~ll poets, knew betr how to ex­
hibit the emotions of a vehement affection, fcldom 
attempts to eXCite commlferatloo. HeClor falls 
unpitied, and hlS body is iofuitrd by every Greek. 

OUR modern fable, or rQml\nc~, on the contra­
ry, generally couples an objeCt of pIty, weak, 
opprelfed, and defencelefs, With an object of ad­
miratibn, brave,· generous, and vIctorious; ur 
fends the hero abroad in fcarch of mere danger, 
and of occafions to pro\U! his valour. Charged 
with the maxim~ of a refined courcefy, to be ob­
ferved ~vc:n towards an enemy; a.nd of a fcru-

-\. 
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pulous honour, which will not -[uffer him to take 
any advantages by artifice or furprife; indrfferent 
to fpoU, be cdrttends only for renown, and em­
ploys his ,vah.r to refcue tnt: diftrt'ffed, and to 
protetl: the innocent. If viCtorious, he is made to 
rife above nature as much in his generofity and 
gentlenefs, as in hi.,iJita'" prowefs and valGtlt. 

IT marbe difficult, ,",pon ftatiag this contraft 
between the fyftem of "anciebt and modern fablc:-, 
to affign, among nations, equally tud,r, equally 
addicted to war, and equally fond of military 
glory, the origin <>f apprehenfions on the point 
of honour, fa ddrerenr, and fo oppa-fiee. The 
hero of Greek poetry proceeds on the rna.tms 
of animofity and hofble paffion. His maxi,.. in 
\var are lik.e thofe which prevail in the~O<?ds of 
America. They reqUlre hfm to be brave, but they 
allow him to prathfe agatnft his enemy every fort 
of deception. The hero of modern romance pro­
feffes a contempt of ftratagem, as well as of dan­
ger, and unites in the fame perfon, charaaers and 
difpofitions feemingly oppofite; ferocity with 
gendenefs, and the love of blood with fentiments 
of tendernefs a~d pity. 

THE (yftem of chivalry1 when cdrnpletely {orm­
ed, proceeded on a marvellous refpeC\ and v_ene­
ration to the fair [ex, on forms or combiu efta .. 
blifhed~ and on a fuppofed juna:ion of the heroic 
and fan8:i5iei charaCter. The fonhalities of the 

-Z dud, 
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duel, and a kind of judicial challenge, were known 
.among the:aDCieftt Celtic njtioo~ Europe·. The 
Germans, even)ifl th~r native (_frs, paid a kind 
of devQtion to the female fex. The Chrilt!an fie­

ligi()n epjoined meeknefs and compa.ffion to bar­
bt;Qus '2l.gcs. Thefe1:hffere'l principles combined 
together, may have ferved as the foundation of a 
fyftcm, 1n wJ-W:h coura;t was directed by religion 
and love, and the warllJ4e and gentle were united 
together. When the charaClers of the hero and the 
famt w~re mixed, the mild fpirit of Chriftianity, 
though often turned into venom by the bigotry 
of oppofite parties, tbough it could not always 
fubdue the fero(:ityof the warrior, nor fupprefs 
tAe admiration of courage and force, may have 
cODfi.l'fned the apprehenfion& of men in what was 
to"be held mcritocio\$l and fplendid ill the con­
duct of their quarrels. 

IN the early and traditionary hillory of the 
Greeks and the ROlll,ms, rapes were affigned as 
the moil frequent.occalions of war; and the fexes 
were, no doubt~ at all times, equally important to 
each other. The enthufiafm of love is moil: pow­
erful in the neighbourhood of Afia and Africa; 
and be .. uty, as a pofi'effion, was prob~bly more 
valued by ~he countrymen of Homer, than it was 
by thofc of Amadis de Gaul, or by the authors 
of modern gallantry. cc What wonder," fays the 
old Priam, when Helen appeared, ct that nations 

• Liv. lib. '8. c. al. 
CC !hould 
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" fhould contend for- the potrellon of fa much 
" beauty?" This beauty, indeed, was poff"e1Ted 
by differtnt IO'9'ers j a fubjeCt: on whicfl the mo­
dern hero had' many refinements, and feemed to 
[oar in the clouds. He adored ae a refpcCtful dif­
tance, and employed his valour to captivate the 
admiration, not to gain the poffeffion of his mi[­
trefs. A cold and unconquerable chaftity was fec 
up) as an Idol to be worfhipped, in the toils, the 
fufferings, and the combatS df the hero and the 
lover. 

THE feudal ethblilhmtnts, by the high rank 
to which they elevitted certain families, no doubt, 
greatly favoured this romantic fyR:em. Not only 
the luQ;re of a noble defcenr, but the ftately cafile 
beret with battlements and towers) ferved to in­
flame the imagination) and to create a veneratioll 
for the daughter and the lifter of gallant chiefs~ 
whore point of honour it was to be inacceffible 
and chafl:e, and who could perceive no merit but 
that of the high-ll1indef and the brave, nor be 
approached in any other accents than thof. of 
gentlenefs and refpeCt. 

WHAT was otiginally fingular in thefe.appre .. 
henfions, was, by the writer of romance, turned 
to extravagance; and under the title of chivalry 
was offered as a model of conduct, even in com­
rr.n affairs: The fortunes of nations were direa-­
cd by gaUantry; and human life, on its greatdf 

Z Z occaiicAall 
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occafions, became a feene of affectation and 
(ony. Warriors went forth to realize the legend, 
thty had frudied; princes and leaders of armte'i 
dedicated {heir moil krious e~ploits to a' real or 
to a fancied miftref.s • 

.BUT whatever was the orj.gin of notions, often 
fo lofty and fo ridiculous, we cannot doubt of 
'heIr lafbng effeCts on our manners. The point of 
ilonqur, the prevalence of gallantry in our ("0110-

ver[ations, and on our theatres, many of the opi­
nions which the vulgar apply even to the conduct 
-()f war i their notIon, that the leader of an army) 
being ofFered battle upon eqj,lal terms, is dll1lO­
noured by declining it~ are und~ubtedly remalD:i 

of this an tiqu.ated fyilem; And chivalry J uniting 
with the i:enU:1S of our policy, has probably [ug­
,geifed thok pec1Jlianties in the law of natiom, 
by which modern ftates are difbngUlOled from the­
anCient. And if our rule in meafuring degrees of 
politenefs and civilization is to be taken from 
hen«, c>r from the adeancement of commerCial 
aru .. 'We iliall be found to have greatly excellcli, 
:1ny of the celebrated nations of antiquity. 

P AIl'T 
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PAR T F 1FT H. 

()i THE 

D Ii eLI N E 0 F NAT ION S. 

SECTION I. 

Of Juppofed National Emi1ulIce, and of the riCiJIitUd4S 

of Hutpan /fffmr-s. 

N o nation is fo unfortunate as to thinIci itfelf 
InferIor to the rcit of mankllld: Few are 

even willing to put up with the claim to equahcy. 
The greater part havIng chofen themfelves, a at 
once, the judges and the models of what is.ex­
cellent in their kind, are firft in their own opi .. 
nion~ and give to other~ cOQfideratlon or emi­
nence, fo far only as they approach to ~eir own 
condition. One nation is vain of the pedon~ 
character, or of the learning of a few of ~s 
members i another of itt, policy, Its wealth, us 
tradefmen. its gardens, ~d its buildings i and 
thq who have nothing co boaft ~rCl .ain. bf .. 
caufe.tbey .. are ignorant. The Ruffians" before the 
fC'igJ) of Peter the GIJat, thougll£ themfef've~ 

~ 3 l'otfe1fc:d 
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poffe{fed of every national honour ~ and helel the 
Nemei, or dtJfllb 7IfJt;pns (the name which they be­
ftowed on their weftern ne~ghbaun of Europej, 
in a proportional degree of contempt •• The map 
of the world, in China, was a fquare plate~ the 
greater part of which was occup.ied by the pro­
vince!; of this great empire~ leavillg on its {kirts 
a few obfcure earners, into which the wretched 
remainder 9f~ankind were 1uppofedto be dfiven. 
Ie If you have not the ufe of our lett~rs, nor the 
If knowledge of our books," fald the learned 
Chinefe to the European miffionary, " what li­
(~ terature~ qr what fcience can you have t ?" 

, THE term polifoed~ if w~ may judge (rol~ its 
etymology, originally referred to the fiate of na­
,ions in refpeCl: ,"0 their laws and government ~ 

'and «len civilizecl were men praCtifed in the d1:1ty 
ot-citis,ens. 10 its later applicationsa it ref~rli 
rm le& t"o the p.ciency of nations in th~ liberal a. mcc:hanical arts, in litera[Ure~ anq i", com­
~ and men civilized ar~ fcholars, men of 
,~ and uadcri. :aut whatever may be jt~ 
application, it appears, that if there were a name 
~ ~ trefpeCbble than this, every nation, 
Witen'dle mofto blrbar4us~ or the moft corJ1Jpted~ 
tovw all'ume- ;t j and befto'V' iC$ reverfe where 
'\h~Oh'Cei¥¢" .. dillike, or apprehend~d a dlf­
~: The Dames Qf .~II or /weiper, are 
fd~lbQouneed without fom~ degree of in-

..... 1cu~'. G~l1i C'arctri. 
tended 
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tended reproach. That' of barJarirttr, in ufe 
with one arrogant people; and that of gt-Mtik, 
with another, only ferved to diftinguiCh the 
ftranger. whofe language and pedigree differed 
from theirs. 

EVltN where we pretend to found our opinions 
on rearon, and to juftify our preference of one 
nation to another, we frequently bell:ow ollr efteem 
on circumftances which do not relate to national 
charaCter, and which have lietle tendency to 
promote the welfare of m~kind. Conqueft, or 
great extent of terrttory, however peopled, and 
great wealth, however diftributed or employed, 
are titles upon which we indulge our own, and 
the vanity of other nations, as we do that of 
private men on the fcat"e of their fortunes and. 
honours. We even fometimes eontend, whofe 
capital is the mof!: overgrown; whofe king has 
the moft abfolute pawers; and at whofe court 
the bread of the fubject is confumed in the molt 
fenrdefs rioe. Thefe indeed are the notions of 
vulgar minch; but it is impoffible to determjne, 
how far the notions of vulgar minds may lead 
mankind. 

THERE have certainly been very few examples 
,of ftates~ who have, by arts or pohey, imprQ,ved 
the original difpofitions of human nature, or en­
pt:a;t()ured, by .. ife and ~tfea:ual precautions, to 
rr~vent its corruption. AffeCtion, and 'm::; ~ 

Z ... min~ 
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mindJ which are the 'band and the ftrength of 
communiries, were the infplration of' God, and 
ortginal attnbutes. in the nature of man. The 
wi1efr pohcy of nations, except in a few in­
fbnces, has tended, we may fufpea, rather to 
maintain the peace of fociety, and to reprefs ?fte 
t'xterna} effeets of bad pamons, than to ftrengthen 
the ddj)ofltion of the heart itfelf to juftice and 

goodnefs. -It has tended, b~ introducing a "a­
riety of arts, to exercife the ingenuity ()f men> 
and by engaging them. in a variety of purfuit1>, 
inquIrIes, and itudlCS, I to inform, but frequently 
to corrupt the mind. It has tended to furnifu 
matter of diftinC\:ion and vanity; and by incum­
bering the indivIdual wIth new fubjefu of per­
f&nal care, [0 fubihtute the anxiety he enter­

tains f9r a feparate fonune, inftead of the con­
fidence and the affeCtion with whIch he fhould 
unite with hi! fellow-crea(ureo.> for their jOlnt 

prefervation. 

WHETHill this fufpicion be juft or no, we 
are come to POlot at circumftances tending to 
verify~ or to dlfprove it: and if to uRderA:and 
the real fel~city of natio.1s be of importance, 
ft is certainly fo Iikewife, to know what arc 
thore weakneHh, and thote vices, by which 
mth n3t only mar this felicity) but ill one age 
forreit aU the external advan~g~i they ~ had 
uai~ed tn a former. 
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'iRE we:llth, the aggrandizement, and power of 
!tailons, are commonly the effeCts of virtue; the 
lars oi thefe advantages is often a confequence of 
vtce. ,Vere we to fuppore men to have fucceeded 
iA the dtfcovery and application of every art by 
which ftates are preferved and governed; to have 
attained. by efforts of wifdom and magnanimity .. 
the admired eftablifhments ~nd advantages of a 
Civilized and flourtlhing pepple; the fubfequent 
part of their hiftory conrainIng, according to vul­
gar apprehenfioTl, a full djfplay of thofe fruits in 
maturity, of which they had till then carried only 
the bloifom, and the firft formation, fhOllld, ftiU 
1U~e than the former, metit our attention~ anet 
f;;xcite our admiration. 

THE event, howevet, has not correfponded to 
thiS expectation. The virtues of men have fuone 
Inoit during their ftruggles, not after the attain .. 
mentof their ends. Thole ends themfelve~ though 
attained by virtlle, are frequently the caufes of 
corruption and vice. Mankind, in afpiring to na .. 
tiona I felicity, ~ave fubfbtuted arts which increafe 
their riches, infread of thofe which Improv~ their 
naq,tre. They have entertaint:d admiraJ:lOn of 
themfelves, under the titles of cjvtlized and of 
poliJbed, where they 1ho~d have beer. affeCtr'd ~ith. 
1bame j and even where they have., for a while. 
aaed on maxims tending to raife, to invigorate, 
and to preferve the national charatler, they have, 
foalioCr o"r later, been divened from their object, 

and 
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and faUen a prey to misfortune, or to the negleCts 
which profperitY'itfelf had encouraged. 

WAR, which furnilhes mankind with a ptinci­
pal occupation of their relUefs fpirit~ ifrves, by 
the variety of its events, to diverfify their for­
tunes. While it opens to one tribe or fociety, the 
way to eminence, and leads to dominion, it bring .. 
another'to fubjectJon, and dofes the feene of their 
national efforts. The celebrated rivaHhip of Car­
thage ~nd Rome was, in both parties, the natural 
exercife of an ambitious fpiIie, impatient of oppo­
firion, or even of equality, The conduct and the 
fortune' of leaders held the balance for fome time 
in fufpence.; bur to whlchever fide it had inc.Mn­
ed, a great n<}tjoJl was to fall i a fellt pf empire, 
and of policy, was to pe re!TIovj.':~ from its place; 
and it"Was then to be determined, whether the 
Syriac or the Latin ihQuld contain the erudition 
that was, in future ages, to Qccupy~e ftudies of 
the lear¥d. 

STATIS have been thus conquered from abroad~ 
bcfot~ they gave any figns of internal decay, even 
in tht midtl: of profperity, and in the period of 
their greateft ardour for national objefrs. Athlns~ 

"in the h~lght of her ambition, and of her glory~ 
received a fatal wound, i, ftriving to extend their 
,maririme.r power beyond the Grecian feas. And 
.nations of every defcription, formidable by their 
rude ferocity, refpected for· their difcipline and 

, miijtary 
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military experience, when advanclOg, as well as 
when declining, in their ftrength~ fell a prey by 
turns to the ~mbition and arrogant [pirie of the 
Romans. Such examples may excite and alarm 
the jealoufy and caution of ftates; the pre fence of 
fimilar dangers may ~xercife the talents of politi. 
dans and ftatefmen; but mere reverfes of fortune 
fire the common materials of hiftary, and muft 
long finee have ceafed to create our furpnfe. 

DID we find, that nations advancing from finall 
peginnings, and arrived at the pammon"of arcs 
which lead to dominion, became f<:curc of thelf 
ac!vantages, in prapqrtion .as they were qualified 
to gain them i that they proceeded in a coune: of 
llninterrupted felicity, till they were broke by ex­
ternal calamities ~ and that they rc.tained their 
force~ till a more fortunate or vigorous power 
arofe to deprefs them j the fu~jea: in fpeculation 
could not be attended with many difficulties, nor 
gIve rife to many refleCtions. But when we ob­
ferve, among many nations, a kind of fpontaneous 
return to obfcurity and wlaknefs j when, In fpit. 
of perpecual admonitions of [he danEter they run~ 
they fulfer rhemfe1ves to be fubdtled, in One pe­
riod, by powers which could not haye encered 
into competition with them in a former, and by 
forces which they had often baffled and defpifed, 
the fubjed becomes more curious, and its expla­
nation more drfficult. 
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THE faCt itfelf is known in a variety of dIffer­
ent examples. The empire of Afia was, more 
than once, transferred from the grear,er to the in­

ferior power. The flates of Greece~ once fo war­
M~e, felt a relaxation of theIr vigour~ and yielded 
the afcendant they had dlfputed with the monarchs 
of the eafl, to the forces of an obfcure principa­
hty, become formidable in a few years, and raife4 
(0 emmence unoer the conduCt: of a finglc man. 
The Roman emplTJ!~ whIch fiood aloQe for ages, 
which had brought every rival under fllbjefrion" 
and faw no power from whom a competition could 
be feared" funk at laft: before an artlefs and con­
temptible enemy. Abandoned to inroad: to pil­
lage, and at }a{t to conqueft, on her frontier, 1be 
decayed in all her extremities, and ilirllflk on every 
fide. Her tern tory was {ilfinembered, and whole 
provlllces gave way, lIke branches fallen down 
with age, not violently torn by {llperior .force. 
The fpirie with which Mariu,s had baffled and re­

pelled the amicks of barbarians in a former age) the 
fivil and nlllirary foret with whIch the conful and 
his legions had extended thIS empire, were nolY 
no more. The Roman greatnef~ doomed to fin~ 
as it rofc, by flow degrees, was impalreu in every 
encounter. It was reduced to its original dimen­
lions, within the compafs of a lingle city; and 

dep,ending for its prefervation on thl fortune of a 

liege, it was extinsuifued at " blow.i and th; 
brand, which had filled the world with its !lames, 
funk like a raper iD the fodlet. 

SUCH 
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SUCH appearances have given Tlfe to a general 
apprehenfion. that the progrefs of focieties to what 
we call the heights of national greatne[:.> is not 
more natu~aJ, than their return to weaknefs and ob­
fcurity is neceffary and unavOIdable. The lmages 

of youth, and of old age,. are applied to nations. 
and communmes) lIke fingle men, are fuppofed tl) 

have a period of life, and a length of thread, which 
is fpun by the fates in one part uniform and 
Hrong, in another weakened and lhattered by ufe ; 
to be cut, when the delbned ~a is come, and to 

make way for a renewal of the embkm in the 

cafe of thofe who arile In fllccdiion. Carthage, 

beIng f. much older than Rome, had felt her de­
cay, rays Polyb1t1~, [0 mnch the (ooner; and the 

furvivor too, hI:' forefaw) carried In ber bofom the 
feeds of mortality. . 

THE image indeed is appofite, and the hiftory 
of mankind renders the ,1pp!JcatlOn familiar. Bur 

it mull: be obvIOUS. that the cafe of nations, and 

that of Individuals, are very dIfferent. The human 
frame has a general'courfe': It ha!> 10 ev~ry lndl~ 
vidual a frail contexture and limned duratlon. it 
is worn byexerct!e, and exhau{ted by a repetition 

of its funCl:ions: But in II fociety~ whQfe conll:i­
tuent members are renewed in every generation, 

where the race feeGPs to enjoy perpetual youth, 

and accumulating advantages, w~ cannot, by any 
parity of rearon, expeCt: to find'imbecilities con­

ne8:cd.mith mere age and length of -days. 
THE \ 



JSO of /lIppoftd NaltVllal Eftlilftnce, &c. Part 1t 
THE 'fubjeCl: is not new, and refleti:ions ;m 

crowd upon every reader. The notions, in' the 
mean tune, which we entertain·, even in fpecula­
tion, upOn a fubjetl fo important, cannot be en­
tirely fruitlefs to mankind; and however little 
the labours of the' {peclIlative may inBuence the 
conduCt of men, one of the moll patdonable er­
rors a writer can commit, is to believe that he is 
about to do a great: deal of good •. But, leaving 
the care of effeCts to others, we proceed to conli .. 
cler the grounds Of inconftancy among mankind, 
the lources of lOternal decay, "and the ruinous 
corruptions to which nations 'are liahle, in the 
fuppoltd condition of accomphfhed clvi'hy; 

S EC-
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S E' C T ION II. 

Of the 'Iemporary EffortJ and Relaxations of Ih~ 
National Spinto 

FROM what we have already obferved on the 
genera.l charatleriftics of human na.ture, it 

has appeared that "an is not made for repofe. In 
hi,.every amiable and refped:abJe quality is an 
aclwe power. and every fubjed: of commendation 
an effort. If his errors anu his crimes arc "the 

movements of an aCtive being, his virtues and his 
happinefs confift Iikewife' in [he employment of 
:l1S mind; and all the luftre which he caits around 
him, to captivate or engage the attention of his 
fellow-creatures, hke the flames of a' meteor" 
Jhines only while his motion continues: The mo­
ments of reit and obfcurity are the fame. We 
know, that the tafks affigned him frequently may 
exceed, as well as come fuort of, his powers i that 
he may be agitated too much, as well as too lit­
tle; but cannoe afcertain a pre-cife medium be­
tween the fituations in which he would be ha-, 
rafTed, and thofe in which he would fall into liln-
guor. We krtaw that he may be employed on a 
great variety of fubjeCts, which occupy different 
paffions i and that, in confequence of ~irJ he 
becomes reconciJed to very different {eehel. All 
we can determine in general is, that whatever be 
the fubjetts with which he is engagt-d. the frame 

of 
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bf bis nature requites him to be occupied, and his 
happinefs reqtU ires him co be ju ft. 

WE. are now to inquire~ why nations ceafe to be 
eminent; and why focieties whicn have drawn-the 
attention of mankind ~y great examples of mag­
nanimity, conduct, ~Jnd national fuccefs." 1hould 
rink fram the height of their honours, and yield, 
in one age, the palm which they had won In a 
former. Many reafons will f,robably occur. One 
may be taken from d1e ficklenefs and inco.ancy 
C?f Ulankind, who become tired of their purfu'its 
:a.nci exertions, even while the occafions that gave 
rife to thofe purfuits, in [Clue meafure, continue: 
Another, from the change of fituations~ and the 
f~noval of objeCts which ferved to excite their 
fpirie •• 

, 
THE pub1ic fafety, and the relative intlre!s of 

tfates; political eftabliOll'nents, the pretenfions of 
party, commerce, and art~, are fubJeCts which en .. 
gage the attention o( nations. The advantages 
gained in fame of thefe particulars, determine the 
~e~ee of national profperity. 'the ardoor and 
~iBiour.with which they are _at anyone time pur­
fUcB.., is .the meafure of a national fpirit. Whe/'l 
til£e objeas ceafe to animate, nations may be [aid 
~J~.iuiih i when they are, during a confidtrable 
tttii,' negieCtcd. .fta~s ~uft decline, and their 

~I' aeg~Qerate. 
~ b 
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and induftrious natip-m, w,-fpirit is. fluctuating, 
and they who contillu61ongefl to gain advantages, 
or to pr-eferve them) have pttioos (if remj1fn~['iJ 
as wen as of ardOl:!1'. Tlte ddir, of public fafet,. 
is, :It aU times, a powctful 'motlVc of cOlldut1 J 

but it operates 11100:: when «plnbined with oeca. ... 
lional pallions, witen provo,\ation,; infltOle. w/.l<!it 
fucce1f~ encourage, or monificatiuDS exarpet'a~. 

A WHOLE people, like the individuals of \"I~b11). 
they are cOlnpofed, a.:l under the influen(,e, of 
temporary humours, fanguine hopes, or vehement: 
animofities. They are dlfpofed, at one time, to 
enter on national ftrug?;le5 with vehemenc("J nt 
another, to drop them from mere laOltudc and dd'­
gull:. In their civil debates anr] contentions rt 
home, they are occafionally ardent 01' remlrs. Epi­
demic.ll paffions arife or fubfide all rrivid as wdl 
as important grounds. Panies arc ready, at Ofle­
tIme, to tak(" their namesJ and tile: prttence or 
their oppofitions. from mere, caprice or accident j 
ar another time, theyTuffer the moft ferious ~cca­
t10n5 to pafs in Cilence. If a vein of literary.ge­
nius be cafilally opened. or a new fubjett of dif; 
quiution be ftarted, reall or rrete~ded di(coveric:. 
{uddenly multiply, aid every convafarion is in­
quifitlve uld animated. If a ~ew fOtlrce of we:tl~h 
be found; or a profped: of conqueft be offi:red. 
t:he imaginations of men arr initamed; and wholtt 

A ~ quarttt'~ 
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quarters of the globe are fudde.nly engaged in 
luinOLls or in fuccefsful adventules. 

COULD we recall the fpirit that 'Was exerted, or 
enter'into the v1iwS that were entertained, by our 
anceftors., when they b*ll, like a deluge, from 
their a.n~ient {eats, Ind poured into the Roman 
empircJ. Je ihould pr~bably) after their firfr fuc~ 
teifes, at leaft, find a ferment In the mind!. of 
1nt'I1) far which no attempt was too al duaus, no 
difficulties infurmoL>ntable. 

THE fubfequent ages of ~nterprife in ~urope, 
were thofe in which. the alarm of enrhufiafm was 
TUI\g, and the: foHowers of the crofs invaded the 
EaCt, to plunder a country, and to recover a fepul­
c;:hre; thofe in whi~h the people in different ftatcs 
contended for freedom, a.nd affaulted the fabric 
~f civil or religious ufur.{J,ation; 'that in which 
having found means to crofs the AtlantIc, and to 

double the C~e of Good Hope, the inhabitants 
qf one half the world were Jet 100fe on the orher, 
and pames from every quarter, wading in blood; 
an4 at the expe~l,e of every crime~ :LOd of every 
danger, traverred the earth in fearch of gold., 

EVElIJ the weak a.nd thr remifs are roufed to en­
terprife. by the contagion of fuch • {cmarkable 
ages; ~Ild frates, which have not in their (orulthe 
principles of a continued ~xertion. eith.er favou~­
able or aQ.vcrfe to the welfare of mank.;L.da may 

have 
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have paroxyfms of ardonr, and a temporary ap. 
pearance of national vigour. In the cafe of fuch 
nations, indeed, the returns of moderation are but 
a re1apfe to obfcuriry, and,the prefumption of one 
age is turned to dejeetion in that which fucceeds. 

BUT in the cafe of ftates that are fortunate in 
their domeftic policy, even madnefs itfelf may, iii 
the refult of violent convuHiom, fubfide into wif­
dam. and a people return to their ordinary mood. 
cured of theIr follies, and wifer by experience: 
or, with talerts improved, in conducting the very 
fcenes which frenzy had opened, they may theR 
appear beft qualtfied to purflle with fuecefs the 
object of nations. Like the ancient republics, 
immediately after fome alarming fedition, or ltke 
the kingdom of Glclt Britain, at the clore.of ies 

CIvil wars, they retain the fpint of aetivity, which 
was recently awakened, and are -tqually vigorous 
in every purfLlit, v,hether of policy, learning, or 
arts. From having appeared on the brink of ruin, 
they pals to the greateft profperity. 

MEN engage in purfuits with degrees o( ar­
dour not proportioned to the importance of their 
obj~a. When they are ftated in oppotition, or 
joined in confederacy, they only with for preten~a 
to act. Theyforget, in the heat of their animofities. 
the fu~jea: of their controvcrfy; Ot' they (eek, in 
their formal rea..fonings concerning it, only a die­
~uife for ~hdr pamons. When the hdrt if in-

A a ~ Barned, 
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flamed, no confideratlon can reprefs its ardour; 
when its fervour fubfides, no n:afoning can ex· 

cae, and no eloquence awaken~ its former emo­

tIons. 

THl: continuance of emulation among ftates, 
muO: depend on the degree of equality by which 

.their forces are balanced; or on the incentives by 

which either party, or all, are urged to continue 
their fl:nlggles: Long intermiffions of war, fuffer, 
equally in every period of civil fOCJe:ty, the mili­
tary fpint to l'anguIfh. The reducbon of Athens 
by Lyfander, {huck a fatal blow at the inlbtutions 
of Lycurgus; and the quiet porrellon of Italy, 
happdy, perhaps, for mankmd, had almoft pitt an 
~nd to the military pro.;,;refs of the Romans. After 
fome _years repoft', I-hnnibal found Italy urrpre­
p~red for his onfcr, and the Romans in a <.hfpofi­
[Jon likely to drop, on the banks of the Po, that 
martial ambition, which being roufed by the [~nle 
of a new danger, afterwards ~arned them to the 
Euphrat::"s and the Rhine. 

S r ATE~, even difilIlgll1!hd for military prowds, 
fil.netill1es l.1y down their arm!> from laflitude, and 
arc we'J.ry of frllltkf:. co,ntt"l1tiuns: but If thty 
l"t1ainta~n tbe ftatlOn oC 1.1dependent communities, 
they will l~avc frequent oFca[ions co recaH~ and t() 

:e~ert ti'lt:lf vlg9ur. Even under popular govern­
ments, men fcmecimes drop the confide-ration qf 
th~h· ptJtirical fights) an.d appear at t~'n{"~ remi!f 

or 
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or fupine j but if they have referved the power to 

defend t hemfelves, the mtermiffion of its exercife 
cannot be of long duratlon. PolItical rights, when 
t1egleEled, are always invaded; and alarrn~ from 

this quarter muO: frequently come to .renew the 

attention of parties. The love of learning, and 
of arts, may change its purfuits, or droo'p for a 
feafon; but while men are poffeffed of freedom, 
and while the exercifes of Ingenuity are not fll­
perfeded, the public may proceed, at different 
times, with unequal fervour j but Its progrefs is 

feldom altogether difconrinued, or the advantages 
gained in one age are feldom entirely loft to th.e 

follo.mg. 

IF we would find the cauies of final corrup­
tion, we muft examine thofe revolutions of flare 
that remove, or withhold the obJects 01' every 
ingenious ftudy or liberal purfuit j th'at deprive 

the citizen of occafions ,Fe a& as the member 
of a publIc; that cruth his frim; ~l1.1t de­

bafe his fentllnents, and dlfqualify his mInd for 

affairs. 

A a 3 $ EC .. ' 
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SEC T ION Ill. 

OJ Rdaxati(}l1J in tbe National Spint incidenl 16 

p(Jlifoed Na/ltmJ. 

I MPROVING nations, in the c;ourfe of their 
advancement, have to ftruggle with foreign 

tn(;mies, to whom t,hey bear an extreme animo­
fity, and with whom" in many t:onfliCl:s, they 
contend for their exiftence as a people. In cer­
tain periods" too, they feel in their domeftic po­
licy inconv~niencieJ and grievances, which beget 
an eager impatlence; and they apprehen~ re­
formations and new eftablifuments, from which 
they have fanguine hopes of national happinefs. 
In early ages, ~~ery art is imperfcCl::, and fllf­
ceptible of many improvements. The firf!: prin­
ciples of every fcience are yet feerets to be dlf­
aovered j and to be f'i,cceffively pubhfhed witB 
tpplaufe.tand trIumph. 

WE may far.cy to onrfdves, that in ages or 
progrefS, the human race, like [couts gone abroad 
011 the difcovery of fertile lands, having the 
wor)d open lfefore them, 3re prefented at every 
ftep with' the appearance of novelty. They el!­
tQr on every new ground with expeCtation and 
joy: They engage in f!very enterprize with the 
ardour of men, who believe they are going t(; 

arrive at national felicity, an~ permanent glory i 
and forget' paft dif.lppoint~ents amidft the hopes 

~ ~ 
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of fucur~ futcefs. From mere ignorance, rude 
minds are intoxicated with every panion; and, 
partial to theIr own condition, and to their OWQ 

purfuits, they drink that every [cenc is inferIor 
to that in which they are placed. Roufed alike 
by fticcefs and by misfortune, they are fangume, 
ardenrf' arid precipitant j and leave, to the mor~. 
knowing ages which futceed them, monuments 
of imperfeCt: ikiU, and of rude execution of every 
art; but they le3V"e Hkdvife the matks of a vi­
gorous and ardent fph'it) which their fuccctrot& 
are not 4hvays qualified to fuitainj or to imitate. 

THis may be admitted, perhaps, ~s a fair de­
fcrj~tion of profperous fociecies, at leaft during 
certain periods of [hett ptogrt:fs. Tl1e fpirit witll 
which they advance may be unequal in different 
ages, and may have its paroxyfms and intermif­
lions. arifing from the inconftancy of human pa(­
fions, and from the cafual appearance or removal 
of occafions that excite them. But does this 
fpirir, which for a time continues to carry on the 
ptojeCl: of civil and commercial arcs, find a' na­
tural paufe in the tennination of it!! own purfuits l 
May the buGners of civil !bciety be accompliOt .. 
ed, and may the occafion or farther ex.ertioD be 
removed P Do cotftintled difappointments ~ea~ce 
fanguine hopes, and familiarity with objeCts bltjnt. 
the edge of novel ry? Does experience itfetf cool 
the ardour of tthe mind? May the fociety be 
again Clfl'tl~ to the individual? And Inay it 

- Aa+ ~ 
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.pc fUfpetted, althougH, the vigour of a na.tion, 
hke that of a natural body, does not wa,fte by a 
phyfical decay, that yec it may ficken for want 
of exercife, and odIe in the clofe: of its own exer­
tions? May focieties, in the completion of aU 
~heir, defigns, hke men in year5, '\Vho 4ifregard 

.the amu[ements, and are infenlible to the paf­
,{ions of youth, become cold and indifferent to 
objeCts thac ufed to anima.te in a ruder age? 
And maya. poWhed commun.ity be compared to 
.!l man who, having executed his plan, built hIs 
houfe, and made 1m fettlement; who h~ving, In 

fllOrt, exha.ui1ed,;.,,the charms of every fubJt.B, 
4lnd wafted all his ar~ol1TJ finks into languor and 
lil1lefs indifference! If fo, we have found at leafl: 
atlother fimile to our purpofe. But. It 15 proba­
bk, that here too the rt'femhlance is imperfeCt, 
.and the inference that would follow, like tbat of 
moll: arglltnent~ drawn from analogy, tend!:. ra­
ther to amuf~ the fancy. than to give any real 
infurnution on the fubjeCl to which it rcfen. 

THE matt:rials of l\uman art are never entirely 
exnaufted, aed the applIcations of iodufiry al e 
never at an end. The national 'ardour is nor, 
llt any P1'rti,ular time, proportioned to the oc;­
£aficn there is for ll3.ivity. 'nor the cllrlofiev of 
the Itarned to the extent of fU.bjett thac renUl11l. 

t:> be ftuoi.ed. 

THE ignorant and the artlefs, to whqfn ohjeCts 
, . "' , ... . 

~f kience are new, and whore mannlr of lif~ is .. 
mott 
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moft.Gmple, initead of being more active and 
,more curi01ls, are commonly more quiefcent,. 
and lefs inquifitive, than thofe who are beft fur­
nilhed WIth knowledge and the conveniencies of 
Iffe. When we compare the particulars which 
occupy mankind in tbe beginning and In the ad­
vanced age of commercIal arts, thefe particulars 
will be found greatly multiplied and enlarged ill 
the 1aft. The queftions we have put, however. 
deferve t& be anfwered j and if, in the refult of 
commerce, we do not find the obi cas' of human 
purfuit removed, or greatly diminifhed, we may 
find them at leaft changed; and in eftimating 
the national fpirit, we.\rnay.fi.nd a neglIgence in 
one part, but ill c.ompenfate::d by the growing at .. 
~ention which is paid to another. 

IT is tn.~, in general, that in all o~r putfuits. 
there is a termination of trouble, and a point of 
repofe ~ which we afpire. We would remove 
this inconvenience, ...or gain that advantage that 
ollr labours may ceafe. '-' 'Vhen I ha~e conquered 
Italy and Sicily, fays Pyrrhl1s, I {ball then enjoy 
my repofe. ThIs terrr.ination is propofed in our 
national, as well as in our perianal exertions 1 
and, in ipite of frequent experience to' the I:on­
trarv, is confidered, at a ditlance, alo the height of 
(diciry. But nature has wifely, in moft parricu­
hn;, baffied our projeCt j and placed no where 
v..!thin ollr reach this vi!ionary blcffing of abfo­
lute e.ue. The attainment of une end,is bu~ 'h,F 

be-gInning 
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beginning of '& Clew purftlit; and tlte difcov~ry 

of one aft is but a prolongation of the thread by 
which we are cqmlucted to f'llrther inquiries~ and 
while we hope to efcape from the labyrinth, are 
led to its moO: intricate paths. 

AMONt? the occupations that may be tehume­

rated, as tending to exercife the invention, and 
to cultivate the talents of men, are the purfuits 
of accommodation and wealth, including all the 
different contrivances which ferve to increafe rna. 
nufactures, and to perfet\: the mechanical arts. 
But it rouft be ownedJ that a5 the materials of; 
commerce may conti Rue III be accumulated with­
out any determinate limit) fo the arts which an 
applied to improve them, may admit of perpe­
tual retinements. No meafure of fortune, or de­
gree of £kIll, is found to diminifil ijle fuppofed 
AC'ceffities of human life J refinement and plenty 
fotler neW' defir('s; while they furnilh ellS: meansJ 
or ptaClifc the methods, to gtltlfy theln. 

IN the refule of commercial arts, inequalities 
of fortune are greatly incrcafed~ and the majority 
of "ery people :tre obliged by nec~mry, or at 
19ft: ftfongly incited by ambition and avarice, to 

~ldy e?ffY talent they polfefs, After a hiftory 
or fome thouf.tnd yean employed in mam.t~U1"t 
and commerce, the inhabitants of China m, ftill 
the moft: l~borious and indui'riotlS cf any people 
on. earth. 
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SOME part of this obfervatiQo may be extended 
to the 'elegant and literary arts. They too ha .... e 
their materials which cannot be exhaufted, :md 
proceed from defires which cannot be fatiated. 
But the refpeCl: paid to litera.ry merit IS fluctuating, 
and matter of tranfient {albion. When learned 
produCtions accumulate, the acquifitlon of knoW'­
ledge occupies the time that might be beftowed 0" 

invention. The object of mere learning is attained 
with moderate or infertortalents, and the growing 
lift of pretenders dimini!hes the luftre of the few 
who are emment. When we only mean [0 learn 
what others have taught, it IS probable, that even 
our knOWledge will be lefs [han that of our maf­
ters. Great names continue to be repeated with 
admiration, after we have c~fed to examine the 
foundations of our praj(e; and new pretenders 
are rejeCted, Qat becaufc they fall thorr of their 
predeceffors, but becaule they do not excel them _ 
or becaufe in reality we have, without exanuna­
cion, taken for granted the:: merit of the firft, and 
cannot judge of either. 

AFTER libraries are £urniihed, and every path 
of ingenuity is occupied, we are7 jn proportion to 

our admiration of what is already done'; pn:}iJQf .. 
feffed againft farther attempts. We become £tu.. 
dents and adllrll'ed; inftead of rivals j and fubfH. 
tute the kndw4edge of books, inf1:ead of the 
inquifltive ot animued (pirie: itt whi<:h they were 
-.vrittell!t. 
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THJt commercial and the lucrative arts may 
continue to profIJer, but they gain an afcendant at 
the expence of other purflllts. The defire of 
profit fl:ifles the love of perfection. IntereO: cools 
the imagination, and hardens rhe heart; and, re­
commending employments In proportion as they 
are lucrative, and certain in their gains, it drives 
ingenUIty, and ambiuon itfelf, to the counter and 
the worktbop. 

BUT, apart fram thefe confiderations, the fepa~ 
ration of profeffion!>, while it {eems [0 promife 
improvement of O(:rli, and is actually the caufe 
why the produtbons·of every art become more 
perfeCt as commerce advances; yet, in its termi­
nation and ultlmate effeas, ferves,. in forne mea. 
~ure, ts> break the bands of foci-ety, to fubfbttlte 
mere forms and rules of art in pla.ce of ingcnmtv, 
and to Withdraw individuals from the common 
Ccelle of occupation, on which the fentiments of 
the heart, and the mind, are mo{\: happily em~ 
ployed. 

UNDl:.R the djflznliliOlJ of callings, by whH..h the 
members of poh1hed fociety are feparated from 
each other, evt:ry indlvidual is fuppofed to poffefs 
his f pecies of talent, or his peculiar fkill, in which 
the others are confeffedly ignor~nt; and fociety IS 

mode to confill of parts, of which. none is ani. 
JU&l;ed with tbe fpint t~( ought ~Q pfevail .in tl4e 
conuutt ?f nations. U We ft:e in the itJe pel,". 

cc [ons., 
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C( foos," fa.id Pericles, « an equal atrentlOo to 
" private and to public afT.urs; and in men wh() 
" have turned to feparate profeffions, a compe .. 
" tent knowledge of what relates to the com­
" mUDlty j for we alone confidf'"r thoie who arc 
H inattentive to the frate, as perfectly mfigmfi. 
f' cant." This encomium on the Athenians, was 
probably offered under an apprehenfion, that til: 
contrary was hkely to be charged by their em~­
mies, or Imght foon take place. It llappened. 
accordingly, that the buGnei& of flate, as well aa 
of war, came to be worfe adminiHen:d at AtlH:ns, 
when thefe, at well as other applicatIOns, became 

the objest of leparate profcffions; and rhe hlftor, 
of this people abundantly !hewed, that men cea[~d 
to be citizens, even to be good poets and orators, 
in proportion as they came to be diftingui.{hed by 
the prufeffion of thett:, and other feparate crafts~ 

ANIMALS lefs honoured than we, have fagacity 
enough to procure thelr food, and to fino the 
means of thor folltary ple.lfures; but It IS re­
ferved for man to confult, ro perfll.1de, to oppoCe.. 
to kmdle in the focicty of 1m fcllow-cl('atllJes, 
anJ to lofe the fenle of hil> perloll d Inrereft or 
i".i,rety, in the ardour of his frH:ndlhlp$ and h~ 
oppofitjon~. 

WII-'~l we ate involved in any of the divifions 
into which~lnaQkind are feparated under the dena .. 
~ina~ of a country, a tnbe, or aQ order of 

meQ 



366 0/ Rllf1XaticlJJ in the NatilJ1ltU Spin. Part V. 

men any way affeaed by common inccrefts, and 
guided by commuOIcatirtg p.tffion~, the mind re­
cognrles Its natural ftatLon; the fentiments Gf the 
heart, and the talents of the underftanding, find 
,beir,natural exercife. Wlfdom, vigilance, fide­
lity, and fortitude, are the rharaClers requifite In 

fuch ~ [cene, and the qu,dities which it tends to 
Improve. 

IN flmple or barba.rous ages, when nations art 
weak and bdt[ wIth enemies, the 10ve of a coun­
try, of a party, or a fa'.:tion, are tbe fame. The 
public is a knot of friends, and i'fs enemies are 
the reft of mankind.' Death, or fiavt;ty, are the 
ordinary evds wlllch they are conc('rned to ward 
off j vittory and .dominion, the objeCts to which 
they afpire. U ndef the fenfe of what they may 
(\lifer from foreign invafions, it is one objeCt, in 
every profperous fociety, to increafe its force, and 
to extend its limits. In proportion as this objeCt: 
i$ gained, feC'tlriry increafes. They who poffcfs 
the interior (llftntts, remote from the frontier, are 
nouCed to alarms ffOm abroad. They who :ue 
plaoed on the extrernities, remote from the feats 
of gO?J'ernl11ent, are unufed to hear df political 
inurclfs; and the public becomes an objea: per­
haps too extenfive for the conceptions of either. 
They enjoy the proteB:ion of its laws, or of its 
armies; and they boaft of its fplendor, and its 
llGwer i but the glowlOg fentimentt c;')~ public af­
fe.:tiClt) W'hi~h~ in fmall ftares, l1'\ingte ~cb the 

tendernef!i 
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Fenderoefs of the parent and the loYer, of the 
friend and the companion, merely by having their 
objeCt enlarged, lore great part of their ~rce. 

THE manners of rude nations require to be re­
formed. Their foreign quarrels, and domeftic 
dlffenfions, are the operations of extreme and fan­
gtlinary paffions. A ftate of greater tranquillity 
hath many happy effects. But if nations purfue 
lhe plan of enlargement and pacification, till their 
members can no longer apprehend the common 
ties of [oeiety, nor be engaged by affedion in the 
caufe of their country, they muft err on the oppo­
fite fide, and by leaviI:\g too little to agitate the 
fpirits of men, bring on ages of languor, if not 
of decay. 

THE members of a community may, in this 
manner, hke the inhabitants of a conquered pro­
vince, be made to lofe the fenfe of every connec­
tion, but that of kindred or neighbourhood j and 
have np cotnmon affairs to tranfad, but thofe tJf 
trade: Conneeions, indeed, or tran(atl:ions, iB 
which probity and friendfhip may {hll take place J 

but in w~h the national fplrir, whore ebb. and 
iaows 'Ye are now confidering, cannot be ·exerted. 

W HAT we a bfervc, however, on the tendency 
of enlargement to loofen the bands of political 
union,' cannot be applted to nations who, being 
originall, narrow, never greatly ext~nded their 

limits; 
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limits; por to thofc who~ in a rude frate, had al­
ready the elltenUon of a great k~ngdom. 

IN territories of confiderable extent, fubjefr to 
'Jne government, and poffeffed of freedom, the na­
Jiona! union, in rude ages, is t:xtremely imperfect. 
Every diftdCt forms a feparate party; and the de­
fcendents of different families are oppofed to each 
otb~r) under the nenomination of tribes. or of 
,lans: they are feldom brQught to aCt with ij neap, 
concert; their feuds and aOlmou[ies give more 
(n:quently the appearance of fo many nations at 
war, than of a people united by connettions of 
J)Qhcy. They acqUIre a fpirit, how¢ver, iq their 
l)rivace divifions, and'in the midft of a difordcr, 
otherwife hllrtflll, of which the force, on many 
occaGons, redounds to the power of the frate. 

'\VHATEV£B. b~ the national cxtent~ civil order, 
and regular government, are advantages of the 
,weatcft importance j- but it does not follow" that 
every arrangement made to obtain thefe ends, and 
which may, in the making, exercife and c~ltivate 

,the b~lt qualities of men, IS therefore of a nature 
to prQduQe pennaneAt effects, and t~ fecure the 
.preferyatioll' of that national fpirit from which it 
arofe. 

WE have reafQn to dread the political re{i.n~::o 

In'cnts or' onlinary men, whe~ v."e, cDnfider that 
r~PQtc:~ o'r jna~iqll itfdf" i$ ill ~,fire~ m,eafuf: 

thei, 
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their objetl.; lnd that they would frtquently mo~ 
del their governments, not merdy to prevent in­
juftice and error, but to prevent agitation and 
bllftle •. and by the barriers they nife againft the 
evil aCtions of men, would prevent tbem from 
acting at aM. Every difpute of a free people, in 
the opinion of fuch politicians, amounts to dif­
order, and a breach of the natioaal peace. What 
heart burnings? What delay to affairs? What 
want of feereey and dlfpatch? What defeCt: of 
police? Men of fuperior genius fotnetimes feem 
to imagine, that the vulgar have no tttle to acta 
or to think. A great prince is pleafed to ridicule 
the precaution by which judge5 in a free country, 
are confined to the ftrid interpretation of law·. ' 

WB eafily learn to contraCl: our opiniens of 
what men may, in confiftence with public· order, 
be fafely permitted to do. The agitations of a re­
public, and the licence of its members, ftrike the 
fubjetls of monarchy with averfion and difguft .. 
The freedom with which the European is left to 
traverfe the ftreets and the fields, would appear 
to a Chinefe a fure prelude to confufion and 
aO,archY. !' Can men behold their fuperior and 
U not uemble? Can th~y converfe without a pre­
C( eire and written ceremonial? What hopes of 
n peace, if the ftreeu are not barricaded at all 

cc 4our? Whal wild diforder, if mc:n are permit­
« ted in aay tbiog to do what they plcafe ?" 

.• Memoio C){ Bmsd.e.ublUl. 
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!F the precautions which m~n thus take againft 
each other, be neceffary to reprefs their cril1les~ and 
do not arife [rom a corrupt ambicion, or from 
cruel jealoufy in their rulers, the proceeding itfdf 
muft be applauded, as the beft remedy of which 
the! vices of men will admit. 'Fhe viper muft be 
held at a diftance, and the tyger chaioed. But if 
a rigorous policy, appliec1 to enfiave, not to re­
{hain from crimes, has an actual tendency to cor­
rupt the manners, and to extinguiih the fpirit ~ 
nations; if ItS fevep tle!S be applied to terminate 
the agitations of a free people, not to remedy 
their corruptlons; if forms be often applauded as 
falutary, becaufe they tend merely to filence the 
voice of mankind, .or be condemned as perni­
cious, becau(e they allow this voice to be heard; 
we may expeCt that many of the boafted im­
provements of civil iociety, will be mere devices 
to lay the political fpirit at reft~ and will chain up 
the aCtive virtues more than the refilefs diforders 
of men. 

IF to any people it be the avowed objet[ of 
poncy in all its internal refinements to fecure only 
the perfon and the property of the fu~jea, with­
out any tegard to his political charaCter, the con­
ftitution indeed may be free, but irs members 
may' likewife become unwort~y of the freedom 
they paitHs, and unfit to preferve it. The efitlCts 
of {ueh a conftitution may be to immerfe'.wor­
Qt'N of men in.their feparate purfuUs of"leafure,. 

whiCJ.lh 
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which they may on this fuppofition enjoy ~irt. 
little dliturbanc;e; or of gain, which they may 
preferve without any attention to the corrtmon­
wealth. 

IF this be the end of political tlruggles, the de­
fign, when executed, in feclIring to the mdwidual 
his eft ate, and the means of fubfilTence, may put 
an end to the exercife of thofe very virtues th~t 
were required in conducting it!> execution. A 
man who, in concert wIth his fellow-fubJec1s, con­
tencls with ufurpation In defence of his dtate aT' 
his perfon, may in that very ftruggle have found. 
an exertion of great generofiry, and of a vigorous 
fpirit; but he who, under political e£hbliibmenrs, 
fuppofed to be fully confirmed, bt:hkes him, be­
caufe he is fafe, to the mere enjoyment of fot­
tune, has in fact: turned to 11 foune of corruption 
the advantages which the virtues of the other pro'" 
cured. Individuals, In certain ages, derive their 
protettion chIefly from the ftrengtll ul the party 
to which they adhere; but In times ot corruption 
they flatter themfelves, that they may continue to 
derive from the pubhc that fafery which, in for­
mer ages, they mull: have owed to their own Yigi-. 
lance and Cpirit, to the warm artachment of their 
(riends, and to the exerclfe of every talent which 
could render them tefpelted, (eared, or beloved. 
III ot)C period, therefore, mere circumll:ances ferve 
to euire the {pirit, and to preferve the manners 
of men J tin aoothcrl great .ifdom and zeal for 

B b I the 
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the good of mankind on the1'art of their leaders.; 
are teq.uired for the fame ptlrpofeg. 

ROME~ it may be thO'Ught~ did not die of a le­
thargy~ nor perifh by the remiffiol'l of her politi­
cal ardours at hom-e. Her diftemper appeared of 
a nature mOt e violent and acute. Yet if the vir­
tues of Caw and of Brutus found an exercife in 
the dying hour of the republic. the neutrality~ 
and th.e cautious l'etiremeAt of AtticllS', found: in 
fo!curity in the fame tempeftuous feafon ~ and the 
great body of the people lay l:lndifturbed below 
rhe current of a ftorm, b)" whi-ch the fuperior 
ranks of men were cle£l:royed. In the minds of 
the people,.. the fenfe of a public w~ defaced; 

a!ld even tht animolity of faCtion had fubftded; 
they only could lli.lre in the commotion, who were 
the foidiers of a leg it.ln , or the parttfans of a 
leader. Rut this frate fell not into obfcumy for 
want of eminent men. If at the time~ of whic~ 
we fpeak~ we look onl, for a fe,v names diftin­
gwifued in the hiftory of ma.nkUld, there is no' 
period at which the hft was more numerous. But 
thOk lldmc=s became diftinguifhed in the contC'il: 
iOr dominion, not ih the ~xelcife of equ~l rights: 
"the people was corruptred;. fa. gteat an empir~ 
~d in need of a mader. 

}UPtJIILICAN governments, in general, are irw 
hazard of ruin from tbe afcendant of patticular 
&~ and from.., 1J1~ fpin.- of. .. 99"" 

pulace,t 
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puJa.ce, who, being corrupred~ are nG longer fie 
(0 lhare in the adminiftration of frate. But under 
other eftablifuments. where liberty may be lUQre 
fuccefllfully attaIned if men are corrupttq, [he 
national vigour declines from the abufe of that 
very fecurier which is procured by the fuppofed 
perfection of public order. 

A DISTlf..l~tl'TION of power and office i an ~xe­
cution of law, by which mutual in~roachl11ents 

and moleftations are brought. to an end i by which 
the perna and the propel'ty are, wi~houc friends, 
without c~bal, without obligation, perfed:ly fc .. 
cured [0 individuals, does. honour to the genius 
of a nation; and could not have been fully efta­
blilhed, without thofe exertions of underftand­
ing and integrity, thofe trials of a refolure ond 
vlgorous fpirit, which adorn the annals of a peo­
ple, and leave to future ages a fu~jea of juft 
admiration and applaufe. But if we fuppofe 
that the end is attained, and that men no longer 
ad, in the eojoyment of liberty, (rom ltllCral 
fentimeflts, or wlth a view to the prefervatiOll of 
publIC manners t l( individuals think thc:mfe1ves 
fecure without any attention or etrart of their 
own; this boaftcd advantage may be fqund onty 
to give them an opportunity of enjoying. ~ lei­
fure, the ronventencies and neceiraries of Hfe; 
OT, in the Janguage of Caeo, teach tbean to-value 
~1wJ..T h(>uk&, thelr Vl~, their ftatuca, and their 
Fi'uru .. at a lligher rate thw tbey dg me ru-

B b 3 public. 
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public. They may be found to grow tired iQ 
fccret of a free confbtution, of which they never 
ceafc! to boaft in their con~rratlon, and which 
they always negled in their conduct. 

THE dangers to liberty are not the fubjeCl of 
our prefent conuderation j but they can never be 
grea.ter from any caufe than they are from the 
fuppo.ft:d remiffnefs of a people, to whof~ per­
{anal vigour every -conftitUtlOll, as it owed Its 
efiablifllment, fo muft continue to owe its pre­
fl"rvatlon. NQr is [his blelTIng ever lefs fe,*r~ 
than it is in the poWeffion of men who think 
that they enjoy it in fafety, anc~ ",ho thefefore 
confider the public 'only as it prefents to their 
4~uice a number of luqat~ve employments j (or 
the-take of V{hiS;h, th.ey mOly f~crihce thofy very 
rights 'Which render tbemfelves objects of manage. 
ment or of cpnfideration, 

F"Old the tendency of thefe re~ns, the", 
it fuould appear, that a national fpirie is fre­
quentYy tranfient, not on account of any incur­
able diftemper in the nature of mankind, but o~ 
account 6f their voluntary neglects and corrup­
tion.s. This !pirit fubfifted f~y, perhap$, in 
t:he"execution of a few projetts .. entered into for 
~he acquifition of territory or wealth j it comes, 
like a. ufelefs weapon~ tQ. be laid afide after i~ 
end is a.ttamed. 

OllDINARY eftablifhmeats terminate in a rdaxa­
llon <If 'V~gour, and inefFeaual to the ~feiWa,.. 

tioI\ 
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tion of ftates; becaufe they lead mankind to 
rely on their arts, inftead of their Virtues; and 
to miftake (or an improvement of human nature. 

'a mere ,acceffion of accornmodation, or of riche$-. 
Inftitut10ns that fortify the mind, inipire courage, 
and promote national felicity, can never tend to 

national .ruin. . 

Is it not poffibl!", amirlfr our admiration of 

arts, to find fome place for thde? Let ftatefmen" 
'\vho are intrufted with the government of na­
tions, reply for themfelves. It is their bufinefs 
to fhew, whether they ''''tlimb into ftadons of' 
clTlinence, merely to chfpl~ a paSion of intereff, 
which they had better Indulge in obfcurity; and 
whether they have capacity to 'tmderA:and th~ 

11appirn."ts *of a people, the 'Conduct of whoft> 
afl:tf'rS they are fo wilitng to undertake. • 

• Adeo in qUlr laboramus fola cre\limu~ 
pivitias lU""<tU'iamque. Liv. lib. "ii. c. lS. 

SEC~ 
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M EN frequently, wh~Ie they are engaged in 
what is accounted the moO: felRth of all 

purfuits, the improvement of fortune, then moft 
neglect themfelves j and while they rear on for 
their country, forget the confiderations that mon: 
deferve their attention. Numbers, riches, and the 
other refources of war, are highly important: ,But 
l'l1tiOl1i confifi: of men j and a nation confifting 
of degenerate and CQ~dly men) is weak i a na­
tion ,onfifti~ of vigorous, public-fpirited, and 
le[olute men, is ftrong. The refuurces of war, 
where other advantages are equal, may, decide. a 
couteft i but the refources of war, i. hands that 
cOlnnot'employ them, are of no avail. 

VtRTUE is a neceifary confiituent of national 
ftrength ~ Capacity, and a vigorous underftllnd­
il1g, are no Ids neceffary to fuftain the foTtune of 
.cates. Both al e improved by difcipIine, and by 
the, exercifes in which men are engaged. We de­
fpile, or we phy, the Jot of mankind, while they 
lived under uncertain eftablllhments" and were 
obliged to fuftain in the fan'lc perf on, the charac~ 
ter of the fenator, the l1:atefman, and the foldier. 
Commercial nations dtlCover, tliat anyone of theft 
tharaCters is fufficient in one perfon» and tha~ the 
("nds of each, when dhjoined, are more ealilyae­
cotnpIilhed. The; firft, howev~r, were'tireum-

ftances 
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fiances under which nations advanced and pro .. 
fpered j the fecond were thofe 10 which the fpirit 
relaxed, and the nation went to decay. 

WE may, with good reafon, congratulate OU1" 

.fpecies on their having efcaped from a ftate of 

barbarous diforder and v iolence, into a fiate of 
domefbc peace and regular policy.i wh(>n they 
have fheathed the dagger, and difanned the ani­
molities of civil contention i when the weapon, 
WIth whieh they contend are the reafonIngs ef the 
wife, and the tongue !Jf the eloquent. But wq 
cannot, mean time, help to regret. that they ~ould 
ever proceed, lD fearc.b of· perfection, to place 
every branch of admiOlfrranoll behind the ceun­
ter, and come to employ, ll1il:eold of the ftatefman 
and warrior, the mere clerk and accountaQ,t. 

By carrying this fyil:em to its height. men are 
educated, who could copy for Crefar his mIlitary 
inftruchons, or even execute a part of his plans_ 
but none who could act- in all the dtiferent (cene, 
f<1r which the leader himfclf mufi: be qualified, in 
tbe frate, .and in the fieJd J in times of order or of 
tumult, in times of di'vlfian or of unanimity; nonc 
who could animate the enuncll when dellberatmg 
().n domeftic affalri, or when aJarmed by attacks 

fcom abroad. 

Tm: policy of China is the tnoft perfeCt model 
of an Ufangement at which the ordinary ~fine­
ments of government are aimed;, and the inha­

hitam» 
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'bicants of that empire poOHs, in the higheft do­
.grce, ~hore arts on which vulgar minds make the 
{j!licity and greatnefs of nations to depend. 'the 
~ftate has acqui<red, in a meafure unequalled in the 
'tlittory of mankind, numbers of men, and the 
other refourcfs of' .... ar. They have dORe what we 
,are ,verf apt to admire j they have brought na­
tional affairs to the (evel of the meaneft capacity; 
"they have broke then'l into parts, and thrown them 
linto feparate departments i t-he-y have clothed 
'/ttvert proceedmg with fplendid ceremonies, and 
,Jt'rl3:Jclhcal forms; and where the reverence of 
'{o\'ms canbot repre[s diforder, a rigorous and fe­
vere ~oh<te, armed with every fpecies 'of corporal 
puftifument, is applIed to the purpofe. The whip, 
llnd the -cudgel, are held up to all orders of men i 
they iore at once employed, and they are dreaded 
by every magifhatt'. A man~ine is whIpped, 
{()r having ordered a pick1>ocket to receive too 
few or too many blows. 

EVERY department of ftate is made the objeCt 
of a feparate profeffion, and every candIdate for 
office muft have paifed thliough a replar educa. 
tion; alld~ as in the grwuations of the univerfity, 
mutt, ha:.ve obtained by his proficiency, or his 
llanding, the degree to wJJich he afpires. The 
tribunals of ftate, of war, and of the li1Wenue, " 
well as of literature, are' conducted by graduates 
io thciz- different ftudies: But while learning is 
the gt'ea road to prefermeJtt, it ~rmin&tcs cia be­
ing able to ztad, and te write.; and the great ob-

jed: 



Sea, 4. incitUhl til PolifleJ Nations. 

~a: of government confifts in raifi.ng, and in 
confuming the fruits of the earth. vV Ith all thefe 

refollrc:es, and this learned preparation, which Ii 
made to tllrn thefe refources to ufe, the Hate i$ 
in reality weak; has repeatedly given the exam­
ple which ~e feek to explain; and among the 
doctors of war or of policy, amont; tbe mllhons 
wp.o are fet llpart for the ll11htary profeffion, can 
find none of its members who are fit to ftand 
forth in the dangers of their cou n try J or to form 
a defence agai~t1:the rt'pcl:lted inroads of an enelny 
reputed to be artlefs and mean. 

I Tis difticult '0 tell how long the decay of frates 
might be fufpended, by the cultivation of aIls on 
which their real feheay and il:rength depend; by 
cultivating In the higher ranks thole talents/or the 
council and the field, whIch cannot, without great 
difadvantage, be feparated; and in the body of a 
people, that zeal for their country~ and that mi­

litary character, whIch enable them to take a 
fiut'e in defending ItS rights. 

TIMa may come, when rvery proprietor muft 
defend his own poffeffions, and every free people 
maintain their own independence. We lnay ima­
giBe, that, againft: fuch an extremIty, an army of 
hired tro..,l is a fufficlent precaution; but their 
own trOQps are the very enemy againfi: whIch a. 
people is fometimes obliged to fight. We may 
fl~ o~fe1ve5J thaf, extremities of tl.ys fort, in 
~y parpc'41a:f ~iife .. i'rC remote; hut wcr canno(, 

in 
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in rcafoniog on the general fortunes of mrutkincJ.. 
avoid putting the ca.fe. and referring to the ex. 
amplea;n which it bas hl.ppened. It has hap­
pened in every \nftance where the poliihed hav@ 
fallen a prey to the 'I'ude. and where the pacific 
inbabitallt has been reduced to fubjeaion by mI­
litary force. 

Ir the defence and government of a people be 

made '0 depend on a few, who make the conduct 
of fiate or of war theIr pro(effion ; whether thefe 
be foreigners or natives; whether they be called 
away of a fudden, hke the Roman legion from 
~ritain j whether they turn againR: ,.ie employ­
~rs, lIke the army of Carthage, 'or be overpower­
t'd and dlfperfed by a ftroke of fortune, the mul ... 
titude of a cowardly and undifciplined people 
muft, ·on fuch an emergeDce, ..receive a foreign 
or a domeftic enemy, as they would a plague or 
an earthquake, with hopelefs amazement and ter­
,,·or, and by their numbers, only fwell the tei. 
umphs1 and enrich the fpoil of a conqueror. 

STAT~SMEN and leaders of armies, accuftom­
ed to the mere obfervance of forms, are difcon­
cerled by , fufpenfion of cuO:omary rules; and 
on flight groundi defpair of d~ir country. They 
were qualified only tQ go the rounds :of a parti­
cular track; and wltefl forced from their fta­
tion>$, are in reality unable to att with men,. Tber 
only too. part in formalitiq,i)fwhiclhthey uft4cr­
(l:ood not the tcndeDay i and tQged~f witl) .the 

mode$ 
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modes of proceduTe, tven rhe ' .. ~ry flate itfelf, in 
their apprehenrwn, has ceared to exift. The num .. 
bers, poffetrlOns7 and re[ources of a great propJt'. 
only ferv(') in their view, to conltitute a fcenc of 
hopelefs confyfion and t«ror. 

IN rude ages, under the appellations of a (om .. 
munily, a peepll!, or a nol;lin, was underllood a 
numb .. of men; and the frate, whlle irs mem­
bers remained1- was accounted entire. The Scy .. 
thians, while they tIed before Danu~, mocked as: 
his childifh: attempt; Athens furvlved the devaf. 
tat ions of ).. erxes;. and Rome, In its rude Holte, 
thofe of tk~ Gauls. With poldhed and mercan­
tile frates, the cafe is fometimes frver[ed. The 
nation is a territory, cultivated and improved by 
its owners 7 denroy the poifeffion, even while the 
maller remains" the fiate is tlndone. 

THAT weaknefs and effeminacy of which po­
lifhed nations are fometimes accufed, has Its 
phce probably in tbe mind alone. The ftrength 
of animals, and that of man in particular, dt'­
pend'S on his feeding, and the kind of labour co 
which he is ufed. Wholefome food, and l1ard 
labour, the portion of many in every pohChed 
and commercial nation, {ecure to the publick a, 
number of m:en endued with bodily ftrcngth, and 
inured to hard1hip' and [oil. 

EVMf delicate living, and good accommoda~ 
btmj .,. nC)t (ound to enerV'ate the body. The 
ilnnieS' of Europe hlln been obliged £0 make the 

C'xp(riment ;' 
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in reafoniag on the general fottWles of ~ 
avoid putting the ca.fe, and referring to the ex ... 
aamFlai in which it haa happened. It has hap­
pened in every iptbmce where the polithed hav@ 
fallen a prey to the 'rude, and where the pacific 
inhabitant has been reduced to fubjettion by n1l­

lita!"), force. 

IF the defence and government of a people be 
made to depend on a few, who make the conduct: 
~f frate or of war theu pro(effion ; whether thefe 
be foreigners or natives j whether they be called 
away of a fudden. like the Roman legion from 
~ritain i whether they turn againA: cttelr employ­
ers, lIke the army of Carthage, -or be overpower­
~d and difperled by a {hoke of fortune, the mul. 
utude of a cowardly and undifciplined people 
Oluft, ·on fuch an emergence, .receive a foreign 
or a domdltc enemy, as they would a plague or 
ao earthquake, with hopelefs amazement and ter""' 
.for, and by their numbers, only fwdl the td­
umphs, and enri~h the fpoil of a conqueror. 

ST ATESMEN and leaders of at"mies, accufiom­
ed to the mere obfervance of forms, are difcon­
cCrJeo by a. fufpenfion of cuftomary rules j .. n4 
on flight grounds defpair of thtir country. Ttaey 
were qualified. only tQ go the rounds !Of a parti­
cular track; and w~n forced from their fta­
tton", are in reality un~blc tQ act with men. They 
only took part in formalitiCljof wllich they 0ft4cI:­
Q:ood not t~e tendency; and tOged1ef witb tho 

modes 
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modes of procedure, tven the .~ry ftate itfelf, in 
their apprehenfion, has ceafed to e~nft. The num. 
bers, pofielfwns, and rc:fources of a great people, 
bnly fel'Te, in their view, to conftitutt a fcene of 
hopelefs cOnf\Hic)D and taror. 

IN rude ages; under the appt:Ilations of fJ ((Jill" 

#nullity, "P!'P~' CJr a nalitm, was underfiood a 
numbfr of men; and ehe frate, while irs mem­
bers remained:i- was accounted eneire. The Scy .. 
thians,. while they fied before Darius, motked at 
his childlfh attempt. Athens furvived the clevaf. 
tat ions of A erxes;. and Rome, in its rude llate, 
thofe of eke Gauls. With poldhed and mercan­
tile frates, the cafe is fometiroes reverfed. The 
nation is a territory, cultivated and improved by 
its owners; dell:roy the poffeffion, even wh;le the 
maner remains, the fiate is undone. 

THAT weaknefs and effeminacy of which po .. 
lifhed nations are fometimes accufed, has its 
place probably in the mind alone. The frrength 
of animals, and that af man in particular, de­
pends em his feeding, and the kind of Jabour to 
which he is ared. Wholefome food, and hard 
labour, the portion of many in every pohfhed 
and commercial nation,. fecure to the publick a,. 

number of men endued wit~ bodily ftrcngth, and 
inured to hardtbip' and toil. 

Evn ddicate Jiving, an-d good littommoda­
tiftO, ~ n&t found 10 enervate the body. The 
Irmits- of EuFOpc ha.-c been obliged to make the 

~.p~rjment ; 



o:periment; and the children of opulent fami ... 
)~s, bred in effemmacY7 or nurfed with tender 
care, have been made to contend with the fa­
vage. By Imitating his arts, they have learned~ 
like hUll, to traverfe tlte foreft J .nd~ in every 
feafon, to fubfift itt the defert. -rhey have, per­
haps, recovered a leffon, which it has coil: tivil­
ized nations many Ages to unlearn, That the! 
fortune of a man is entire while he remains pof. 
feffed of himfelf. 

IT may be thought, however, that few of the 
celebrated nJ.tions of -antiquity, whore fate has 
giveni rife to fo much refletlioll on the viciffi­
tudu of human affairs, had made any great pro­
gl"efS in thofe enervating arts we have mention­
ed j or.made thofe arrangements from which the 
danger in queftion could be fuppofed to arire. 
The Greeks, in particular, at the time they re­
ceived the Macedonian yoke~ had certainly not 
carried the commercial arts to fo great a height 
as is common wah the moft flouriihing and pro­
fperous nations of Europe. They had frill re­
tam,ed the fonn of independent republics, the 
people were generally admitted tQ a fhare in the 
governm~nt; and not being ablr to hire armjes~ 
they were obJiged, by neceffity, to bear a part In 

the defence of their country. ·By their frequent 
wars and domeftic commotions, they were accuf­
torned to danger, and were familiar with alarming 
fittration.! they were accordingly frill a.:ounted 
the belt foldi(fs and the beft ftatefmcn of the 

5 known 
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known world. The YOllnger Cyrus proml[ed him 
[(tlf the empire of Alia by mea.ns of their aid 

and after his fall, a body of ten thoufand, althouih 
bereft of their leaders. baffled, in theIr retreat,. 
all the military force of tbe Perfian empire. The 
vietor of ACta did not think himfelf prepared for 
that conquefr, nIl he had formed an army from 
the [ubdued repub~ics of Greece. 

IT is, however, true, that in the age of Philip~ 
the military and political fplrit of thofe nation~ 

~pears to have been confiderably impaired, and 
to have fuffered, perhaps, from the vanety of in.­
terefts and purfuits, as well as of pleafures,. Wid .. 

which their members carne to b.e occupied; t~ey , 
even made a kind of feparation between the civil 
and military character. PhOCIOO, we are told bY' 
Plutarch, having obferved that the le.lding men. 
of his time follow~a dIfferent courfes, that fome 
apphed themfelves to civtl. others to milicolry 
affairs, determineq. rather to follow the examples­
of Themlftocles~ ArifLdes, and Pericles, the 
leaders of a former age~ who were ei,ualjy pre­
pared for cuhe ... 

WE find in the orations of Dcmofihenes, a pes;:. 
petual reference to this fiate of manners. We 
find him exhorting .the Athenians not only to de­
clare wart but to arm themfelves for the c:xecu", 
tion of their' own mtlitafy phi"ns. We find that 
there wa, an or~er of military men. who eafily 
~d from the favice of one !late to thI of an-

otner 
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other; and wu. when they were neglcacd {10m 

home* turned away to enterprifes,on their own ac. 
~nt. There .were not, perhaps, better warriors 
in any former age j but thofe warriors W"CJ'e nu~ 

attacned to lUly ftate; and tl~ frtded inhabiu1\ts 
of ",cry City thought thcmfelve.s difquah~d for 
military fervice. The difdpliae of armia was 
perhaps improved J but the vigour of .nons 
was gone to decay. When Philip, or Alexanders 
defeated tbe Gr,ecian armies, which were ehiefly 
compored of foldiers of fortune, they f~und an 
~afy conquefi: with the other inhabitants j and· 
when the lauer, afterwards {upported by thofc 
fokiiersj invaded the ·Perfian empire, he feems ro 
han left little martial {pirit behind him J and by 
removing the mihtary men, to have taken pre· 
cautioD enough, in his abfence, to {ecure his do­
minion over this mutinous and,refractory people. 

THE fubdivifion ()f arts and profeffions, .in cer .. 
tain examples, tends to imprO¥C: the pralhce of 
them, and to promote their ends. By having fe­
p.aratc:d thJ- arts of the clothier and the tanner, 
we arc the better fupplied with Gtoet,and with 
cloth.. But to fep&rate tile ar~hich form the 
citi~en and the ftatefman, the arts of policy and 
way, is an attempt to difmembef the human cha­
rafhr, and tQ ddhoy thofe Yt!r"I arts we Tmatt to' 

improve. By this r~aratioD, we in effect dpve 
a Cree people of wftaJs nece6tt to their tardy f 
Of we prep&1'C a defence agMmt inl"afIOnl &om 
abroad, 'Which p.-a profpta of ufat'tmi~ .. 6 

tbrcateai 



threatens the eftrroliibment' of military gO'Vlm'" 
ment at home. 

WE may be {urprized ~ find the Heginning or 
tert&in mHitaty· inftrudions at Rome, referred to 
II. time no earlier thari that of the Cimbric war. fa> 
was then, we are told by Valerjus Maximus, thac 
Rom. foldi~rs were made to learn from gladia­
tors the ute of a fword: And the AntagonHls of 
Pyrrhus and of Hannibal were, by the accoynt 
of this writer, Rill in need of inftruC1:ion in the 
firJt rudiments of their trade. They had already; 
by the order and choice df their incampments. 
impretred the Grecian invader' with aWe! and re­
fpea; they had already; not by ,their viCtories. 
but by theil' national vigout and firmnefs, under 
&!Cpeated defeats, induced him to rue for peace. 
But the haughty Roman, perhaps, knew tlte 
advantage of order and of uni«,n, without having 
been broke to the inferior arts of the mer,cenary 
foIdler; and had the tourage to face the enemies 
of his country, without havmg praaifed the u~ 
of his weapon under the fear of being whipped. 
He could ill be perluaded that a time might ~me, 
when refined 304 intelligrnt nations would make 
the art of will" to conGft in a few technical·forms J 

that citizens and £oldiers might come to be ditlin­
guitbed ,J,liluch as wo~n and men i -that the cl­
ti~u~d become poffdfed of a property whie'\. 
be woUld not be~, or requIred, to defend J that 
the foldio w()Uld~intod to keep (or another 
... lrat be wnW ",I'-ahf,co ~.t and what he 

G: atone 
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alone wou14 be enabled to feize and to keep for. 
himfe1f; that, in {hort, one fet of men were to 
have an interdl: in the prefervatiol1 of civil efta­
bhfhments, without the power to defend them i 
that the other were to have thili power~ without 
eIther the inclination or the intereft. 

TItls people, however, by degrees -came to put 
their military (orce 'on the very footing. to "hich 
this defcl'iption aBudes. Marius made a capital 
change in the manner of levYing foldiers at Rome: 
He filled his legions with the mean and the indi­
gent, who depended on ITIllitary pay for fubfift­
ence, he created a force whIch> refted on mere 
lhfLlphne alone, and 'the {kill of the gladiator; he 

tallght his troop" to employ tneir {WOl ds againft 
the confiltution of their country, and fet the ex­
ample of a practice whidl was foon adopted ana 
improved by his fucce/Tors. 

THE Romans only meant by their armies to in­

~ro.lch on the freedorn of other nations, while they 

prefcrved their own. They forgot, that in utfem­
bling fuIL!ters of fortune, and in {ufferIng any 
leader to be mafl:cr of a dirciphned army, they 
actuaily refigned their political rigtlts, and fuifered 
.1 mafrer to arife for the frate. This people" in 
iliort, whore ruling paffion was depredation and 
conquefl:, pcrifued by the recoil of an engine which 
~ht;y themfelves had erected againft mankilld. 

Tn E boafted refinements,., then, ot tb.r polifhed 
_ge, are not divetted of danger. w They open a 

door,. 
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door, perhaps. to difafter, as wide and acceffible 
as any of th'Ofe they h~ve nlUt. If they bUIld 
walls and ramparts, they enervate the mind~ of 
thofe who are placed to defend them; If ther form 
rlifclpltned armies, they reduce the mIlitary fpirit 
of entire nations; and by plaCing the fword where 
they have given a diftafte to civIl eftabHIhmenrs, 
they Frepare for mankind the government of 
force. 

I T is happy for the natIOn of Europe, that the 
dlfparity between the foldier and the pacifit citi­
zen can never be fo great as it became among the 
Greeks and the Romans. In the \lfe of modern 
arms, the novice IS made to learn, and to pra[tifc: 
with eafe, all that the veteran knows; ant! If to 

teach him were a matter of real dIfficulty, happy' 
are they who are not deterred by fuch difficultIes, 
and who can dlfcover the arts whIch tend to for­
tIfy and preferve, not to enervate and rUlD theif 
coulltry. 

Cc~ S E C-
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SEC T ION v. 
Of No/ional Wafte. 

T HE ihength of nations conIilts in the wealt!lj 
the numbers, and the char~er of their 

people. The hdlory of their progrefs from a 

nate of rudenefs, is. (or the moil: part, a detail 
of the ftruggles they have maintained, and of the 
arts they have prachfed, to ftrengthen, or to fe­
CUle: Lhclllfdve5. Their conq1..lelts, their pGpU­
lJtio~ and their commerce, their civil and mi· 
lItary arrangements, their {kill in the confrruCtion 
of weapO:1S, and In the methods of attack and de­
fence; the very ddtnbutlOn of talks~ whether in 
private bllfinefs or in public affairs, etther twd 
to be!\ow, or prornife to employ with advantage, 
the conihtllf:n ts of a natlonal fo-rce~ and the tc­
fourees of war. 

f.· \ .... e fuppofe that, togerhrr with thefe :tdvan­
t3ge~, the military ch;traCter of a people remains, 
ur}S improved, it mnft: follow, that what is 
gained In ClvlllzatlOn, is a real incteafe' of 
ftrength j and that the ruin of nations coold never 
take It~ rife from themfdves. Where ftates have 
flopped iliort in their progrefs, or have aaually 
go1"f'e to decay) we maY' fofpc:ft, that however dif­
pored to ad\Tance, they have found a limit, be­
yond which they could not proceed i or {rom a 
remiffion of the natioo:1l fpirit, and a weaknefs 
of character, 'Were unable to make tte mort of 

meir 
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thdr refources, anti natural advantages. On this 

fuppofition, from being i1ationary, they may be­

gin to re1apfe, and by a retrograde mOCIOn In a 
fucceffion of ages, arrive at a ftate of greaten 

weaknefs, thf1 that' which they quitted in the 
beginning of their progtefs i and with the ap­
pearance of better arts, and fuperior conduct, 

cxpof~themfdves to become a prey to barbarIans, 
whom. in the attainment, or the hClght cf their 

glory, they had eafily baffie~i or defpifed. 

WHATEVER may be the natural wealth of a 
people, or whatever may be the 11lnits beyond 

which they cannot Improve 6n theJif frock, it is 

probable, that no nation has ever reached thof. 
limits, or has been able to poftpone its misfor­
tunes. and rhe effeEts of mifconduft. u~II Its 

fund of materrdh.> and the fcrtdll:f of its fOI). 

were exhaufted, or '/:c. numbers of its people 
were greatly reduced. The fame errors in pobey, 
;Ind w~akJ1ef;, of mJ!1nf'rs. whlc.n prevent tbe 
proper ufe of re[oun.cs. hkewife check their in­

crf'afc:~ or improve:neot. 

THE wc4lth of tI,e lbte confins in the fortune 
of it¥nembers. The actual revenue of die {tate 
is that fhare of cvery private fonune, which the 
public has bet"n acc'ufromed to dcman~ for na­
tional purpoles. ThiS revcnue cannot be always 

proj>Oll:ioned to what may be fuppofed redundant 
in the prIVate eftate. but to what is, in ,k>me 

C ~ , meaf'lfe~ 
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meafure, thought fo by the oWner; and [0 what 
he may be made to fpare, without intrenching on 
his manner of living, and without fufpending Ill'> 

pr~Jefu of expence, or of commerce. It fhould 
appear, therefore~ that any Imll1odira[~ lO(,:rea[e 

of private expence is a prelude to nation:u weak­
ner!>: government, even while each of Its {ub­
jeCts confumc:s a pnncely eflate, may be il!;.a.lten­
ed in pOInt of revenue, and the parodox be 
explained by example, That the pllblic is poor, 
while Its members are rich. 

WE are frequently led into error by miftaking 
money for rilfJle$; we think that a people cannot 
be impovenl'hed by a wafte of money which is 
1J5ent among themfdves. The faCt: is~ chat men 
3re impoverifhed only in two way~ either by 
haviD~i'helr gains fufpencled, or by having thelf 
fLfbftance con(umed; and money expended at 
h'bme, being circulated, and not confumed, can­
not,· .any more than the C'xchange of a t:llly, or 
a counter, a~on8 a certain number of hands~ 
tend to dimfnifu the wealth of (he company 
among whdttl it is handed about. But while 
money circulates at home, the ,tle~ffanes of lift'" 
~hich 3fe the real conftituents ofwea1ch, may be 
jdly confumed; the induftry which might be 
employed to increafe the ftoc~ or a people, mar 
be fufpended~ or turned to ~bufe. 

Gal AT armies, maintained either aG ho~ or 
"btoa~ without any national objed-, arl fo many 

~ 1110uthi 
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mouths unneceffarily opened to wafte the ftorc3 
of the public, and fo many hands with-held 
from the arts by whlch irs profits are made. 
U nfuccefsful enterprifes are fo many vC'ntures 
thrown'way, and loffes fuil:alned, proportioned 
to the capHal employed in the 1ervic.e. The Hd­
veui, in order to invade the Roman province of 

Gaul, burnt their habitations, dropt their in­
ftrllments of hufbandry, and confllme-d, 111 one 
year, the favings of many. The enterpnft- faded 
of fuccefs, and the nation was undone, 

STATES have endea\'otlred, in "(ome inlb.nces, 
by pawning their credit, rnftead of employing 
their capital, to d!fguilc the hazard!> they ran. 
They have found, In the loans they railed, a 

cafual re~rce, whIch eneOtll aged rhelr. enter­
prifes. They have f"eemed, by theIr manner of 
ereCting transferrable fl1nds, to leave the capit.II 
for purpofes of trade, In the hands of the [ub­
jeCt, while it is atl:uall,.expended by the g()vern­
ment. They have, by theft mfllJns, procerded 
~o the execution of great national projeEts, With­

out fufpendin,g private induftry ~ and have left 
future ages to anfwer, in parr, for debrs con­
trilled with a view to future emolument. So 

far the expedient is plaufibleJ and appears to be 
juft. The'trowing burden roo, is thus gradu-

/I\. • 
ally laid; and if a nation be to fink in fome fu-
ture age, every minifter hopes it may frill keep 
afloat ir! his awn, But the meafure, for this veri 
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rc4\fQJl, IS, with all its adv-Alntages, extremely 
4aogerous, in the b~nds- of a precipitant and 
aQJbitious adJ.'niOlfi:r'ltion, regarding only the pre· 
rent oeca.G.on, and imagining a ftat~ tQ be inex­
haufrible, while ~ c.a.pital- can be borro~, and 
the jn~ereft be paid. 

WE are tpld of a nation who, during a cer­
tain period, riva,lled the glories of [he ancient 
world, threw off the dominion of a lllaO:er armed 
againfr them with the powers of a great king­
dom, broke the yoke with which they had b4!C!n 
opprefft:d, and ~moft within [he courfe of a cen­
tury ralfed, by their induftry and national vi­
gour, a new and formidable power, which {truck 
the former potentates of Europe with awe and 
fufpence, and ~urned the badges of ~erty with 
which they fet out, into the enfigns of war and 
domini9n. This end was attained by the great 
efforts of a fpim awakened by oppreffion, by a. 
fuc·ceftful purfuit of natwnal wealth, and by a 
rapid anciclpa'i1,0n .f fu~ure revenue, But thi~ 
illuitrious ftat~ is fuppofed not only in the lan­
guage of a former fearon, to have pre-occopieci 
the bufinefs j they have fequefrered t~e_ inherit .. 
ance of many ~ges to come. 

\ 

GAEA T natiollal expence, howe.. does not 
imply thl: ncceffity of any natiflnal fuffering~ 
While revenue is applied with fuccefs~ to obtain 
fome vah.l~le enq,: the profits of ,v~. adven-

ewe, 
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ture, being more than fufficient to repay its'@oftsi 
the pubhc lhould gain,.and its refources fhould 
continue to multiply. But an expence, WM:th~ 
fuftained at home or abroad, whether a WJfte ot 
~he preftnt, or an antidpation of fOtme, revenue. 
if It bring no proper return, fs to be {eckoncd 
~mong the caufes of Jlatlon.,. ruin. 
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PAR. T S I X T H. 

OF 

CORRUPTION and POLITICAL Slavery. 

SEC T I 'n N" I. 

Of Corruptzol1 in Gmerlil. 

I F the fortune of natIOns, and their tendency to 
aggranddemenr, or [0 rUin, \lieIC to be efti-

11.1ateu by merely balancing, on the prInciples of 
!ail feehan, anKles of profit and lo[~, every argu­
ment in poiit1(.s would reil on. a comp:j.n(on of 
n.ltjonal expellee with national gain; on a compa­
[jron of the numbers who confume, with thofc 
wlto produce or amars the rteceffanes of life. The 
columns of the mduftrious, and the Idle, would 
include all orders of men 1 and the {late iefdf, be­
it)g allowed as many maglftrates, polIticians, and 
warriors, as were barely fufficient for Its defence 
apd its govemmeQt, 1hould place, on the fide of its 
Jofs, every name that it. fupernumerary on the civil 
or the mihtary lift; all thofe orders of men, who, 
by the goifeffion o~ fortune, fubfift on the gains of 
Q;her51 anq by t~e nicety of their choice, requir~ 

great 
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a great ex pence of time and of Iabr;mr, to fupply 
thejr confumptlon; all thofe who are idly em­
ployed in the train of perfons of rank J all thofe 

who a~e engaged in the pTofeffions of law, phy­
flC, or dlvimt1, toget!ler with all the learned who 
do not, by their ftudles, promote or improve the 
praa~e of fome lucrative trade. The value of 
ev;ery perfon, in !hort, ihould be computed from 
his labour; and that of labour itfe1f, [rum m ten­
p.enc;y·to procutit and amafs the means of fubfiil:­
elite. The arts employed on mere fuperfluttles 
fhould be prohibi&eu, .cept when their produce 
could be: e~changed with foreign natlons,. for com­
modities that might -be employed to rnaincaul 
ufeful men for the puGhc, 

THESE appear to be the rules by which a mifer 
would examine the ftate of his own affairs, or 
thofe of his country; but fchemes of perfeCt: cor­
ruption are at leaf! as impracbcable as fchemes of 
perfect virtue. Men are not univerfaHl ITIlfers ~ 

they WIll not be fatisfied with the pleafure of hoard­
ing; they muft be fuffered to enjoy their weal~, 
in order that they ffi.ly take the trouble of be­
coming rich. Property) in the common couTfe 
pf human affalrs, is unequally divided: We ar~ 
therefore obliged to h)fier the wealthy to fquan­
dey) that the poor may fubfift $ we are obliged to 
tolerate cert-.in orders of men~ whQ are above the 
~leceffity of labour, in order ~hat, in their condi­
tion, there may be an objea of' ambltion~ and ~ 
rank. to which the bufy afpire. We aTe nOl only:' 

obligeq 
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obliged to adltlnit nulllbers, who, in ftria OOC-.o­
my,,, may be reckoned fuperfluous, on the civil, 
the military, and the political lift; but becaufe 
we are men, and prefer the occupation, improve­
ment, and felicity of our nature., to its mere exift­
ence, we muft even willi, that as many members 
as paffible, of every community, may be admit­
ted to a ihare of itldefence and its goverriWlhenr. 

MEN', in faa, while they purfue in fociety Q-if­
ferent objeCt!., or fep:uate Views, procure a wide 
dlftributlon of power, and by Ii fpecies of chance, 
arrive at a poRure for civil engagementl, mol1C 
favourable to human natdre than wh~t h':lma"'n 
Wl.fdom could ever calmly devife. 

IF the'lttength of a nation, in the mea,n time, 
confifi:s tn the men on whom it may ~ely, and who 
are fortunately or wifely combined for its prefer­
vation, it follows, that manners are as Impo/taQt 
as either numbers or wealth; and that cormptlon 
is to be accounted a principal caule of the n<Iir 

tional dedenfion and ruin. 

'VROEVER. perceives what are the qualities of 
man in his exceflence, may eafily, by that ftandard, 
diftingl.lHh his defetl:s or corruptions. If an intd­
ligent, a courageous1 and an affectionate mind'; 
conftitures the perfection of his nature, remark­
able failings in any of tnofe palticulars, muft pro­
FOrtionally fink or debafc his charader. 

Wj 
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NVE have obferved, thar'tt is thf' happinefs of 
the individual to make a right choice of 11Is,con­
tluCl:; that this choice will lead hun to lofc in 
fociety the fenfe of a perfanal intereft J and, in the 
confideration of fVhat is due to the whole, to ftifle 
thofe anxieties which relate to himfelf as a part. 

TFfI natural difpofttion of man to humanity, 
and the warmth of his temper, may raife his cha­
rader to t'his fortunate pitch. His elevation, in a 
great mearure, depends on the form of his fociet),; 
but he c~n, wIthout incurring the charge of cor­
ruptio"", accommodate himfelf to great variations 
in tge conftitutions of government. The fame in­
tegrity, and vigorous fplrir, which, in democra­
tical frates, renders him tenacious of IllS equality. 
may. 1.1nder arill:ocracy or monarchy, te'ad him to 
maintain the fubordinations eftabliOled. He may 
entertain, towards the different ranks of men with 
whbm he is yoked in the frate, maxIms of refpeCt 
and of candour: he may, in the choice of his ac­
(ions follow a principle"of jufrice, and of honour. 
which the confiderations of fafety, preferment~ or 
profit, cannot efface. 

FROM our complaints of natidlal depravity, it; 
fhould, notwithfranding, appear, that whole bo­
dies of men are fometimes infeCted with an epi­
demical weaknefs of the head, or corruption of 
heart, by which they become unfit for the fratiolls 
they occupy, and threaten the frates thc:y l:ompofe, 
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however flouriihing, with a profpefr of d~a'JI 
and of ruin. 

A CHANGE of national manners for the worfe, 
may arife from a difcontinuance of the fcenes in 
which the talents of men were happily cultivated,. 
and brought into exercife; or from a change in 
the prevailingopmions relating to the conftiruent9 
of honour or of happinefs~1 When mere riches, 
or court-favour. are [uppored to oonfticute rank; 
the mind is mined from the confideration of qua­
lIties on which it ought to rely. Magknimity; 
courage, and the love of man.od, are facrificed 
to avarfh and vanity, or fuppreffed under a fenre 
of dependance. The mdlv:idual confiders his i>m. 
mUnIty fo far 001,as it em be r~dered fubfervient 
to IllS periona} advancement or profit: ht; ftate" 
himfe1f In competition with his fellow-creatures; 
and, urged by tNt paflions of emulation, of fear 
Ilnd Jealoufy, of envy and malice, he follows the 
maxims of an anImal del1:ined to preferve his Jc­
parate eXlflence, and to indulge his caprice or hit 
appetite, at the expcnce of his fpecies. 

ON this corrupt foundation, men become either 
rapacious, dec~itfuJ, and violent, ready to trefpafs 
on the nghts of others; ()r fervile, mercenary,. 
and bafe, prepare& to relinquifh their own. Ta­
lents, capacity, and force of mind, poffeifed by a 
perron of the firft defcripti~ [erve to plunge him 
the deefCr in mifery, and to fharpen the agony of 
cruel paffions} which lead hlm to wreak on hi.li 

ft'lIow_ 
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ffIl_~q~tures the to!ment.s that prey 00 him. 
{df. To a .perioD of the fecond, imagination, and 
reafoD itfelf, only rerve • point out falfe: objed:s 
~u or de1ire,.~rld, to multiply the fubje&s of 
d.if~pPQ~tment, and of momentary joy. In either 
~fc~ and whether we fuppofe- that 'Corrupt men 
are urged by covetoufnefs, or betrayed by fear, 
.nd .idwut fpeclfying the crimes which from 
either dilPofition thCil are prepared to commit, 
we may fafely ~nn~ "lth Socrates, " That every 
rc m~er ihould pray he may not meet with fuch 
" a flav. and every fuch ,lJe,fo"t bemg unfit for 
" liberty, ihould;nplore that he may Ineet with 
ct a llaerciful maiter." 

NrAN, under tllis meafure .. corruption, al. 
though he may be bought for a ilave b¥ thofe who 
know how tb turn his faculties and IllS labour to 
pront J and although, when ktpt under proper 
reO:~amtsJ his neighboul hood. may be convenient 
or ufeful; yet is certainly unfit to a[t on the fuot· 
tng of n liberal Cl)mbination or _ concert with his 
fellow-creatures: His mind is not Addicted to 
friendfhip of confidence i he IS not willi~ to at[ 
for the prefervatlon of others, nor &eferves that 
any otbtr fhould hazard his own ~ety for his. 

THE aCtual characSter of mankind. mean time, 
.in the worft, as ikll as the beft condItion, ~ \tn .. 

doubtedly mixed i • nations of the beft gefmp­
bon are greatly obliged fortbeir prefen~iont DOt 

only tQ the good. difpofuion of their ~1J1bCq. 
but 



Setl:~ I. Of CorrupJion in general •. 401 

but likewife to thofe political inftitutionsJ by whic12 
the violent are reftralned from the commiffion d( 
crimes, and the cowardfy, or the feJfifh, are made 
to contribute their part to the public d~rence or 
profperity. By means of fuch inftitutions, and 
the wife precautions of government, nations are 
enabled to fubfift, and even to profper, under very 
different degrees of corruption, or of public in­
tegrity. 

So long as the majority of a peoFle are fup­
pofed to aet on maxims of probity, the example 
of the good, and even the caution of the bad_ 
give a general appearance .of integrity, and of 
innocence. Where men are to one another ob­
jeets of affection and of confidence, where they 
are generally difpofed not to offend, ~overnment 
may be remils; and every perron may be treated 
as innocent, till he is found to be guilty. As the 
fubjea:, in chis cafe, docs not hear of the crimes, 
fo he need not be told of the punifuments in­
flicted on perfons of a different charaCter. But, 
where the manners of a people are confiderably 
changed for the worfe, every fubjeCl:: mull: ftand on 
his guard, and government Jtfdf mutl; aCt on 
fuieabJe maxims of fear and dlftrull. The indivi­
dual.' no longer fit to be indulged in his preten­
(ions to perfonal confideration, independence, or 
free~m, each of 1{hich he would turn co abufc, 
muil be taught, by external 'force, and. from mo­
tives of lear, to counterfeit tbofe effeCts of jnno .. 
c:encc, and of d.uty, to which he is not difpored : 

D d He 
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He muft be referred to the whip,. -or the gibbet, 
fOr arguments- iB fupport 0( a caution, which the 
ftate now requires him to aff'ume, on a fuppofition 
that he is infenGble to the motiv~s which recom­
mend tht praCtice of virtue. 

THE rllJes of defpotifm are made for the go­
vernment of corrupted men. They were indeed 
followed on fome remarkable occauons, even un­
der the Roman commonwealth;. and the bloody 
axe, to terrify the citizen from his crimes, and to 
reptl th~ cafnal and temporary irruptions of ~ice7 
was repeatedly committed to the arbitrary will of 
the diCt:ator. They were finally eftablifhed on the 
ruins of the republic itfelf, when either the people 
becaln7 too corrupted for freedom, or when the 
magiftrate became teo corrupted to refign his 
diCtatorial power. This- {pecies of government 
comes nat1.1Tally in the termination of a continued 
and growing corruption; but has, no doubt, in 
fome infiancts, come too foon,. and has facrificed 
remains ef virtue, that deferved a better fatt', to 
the jealoufy of tyrants, who were in hatle to aug­
ment their power. This method of government 
ca:rmot~ in i'uch cafes, fall to introduce that mea .. 
fure of corruption, agalOfl: whofe external effeCts 
it is defired as a remedy. Wh~n fear is fuggeft.ed 
as tne ORb; motive to cruey, every heart becpmes 
rapacio~s or bafe. And this metlicine~ if applied 
to a healthy body, is fure to cr(!ate the diftemper, 
which in other cafes it is dcdined to CUre. 



TIjfs is- the man ncr of g.ovc:rnment mto which 
the t~)Verous, and the 4rrogant, to fatlace theIr 
usbappy defires, ..-()uld hurry their fellow-erea. 
fUTeS: It i-s a manner o-f government to which the 
timotous a.nd the fervile fubllut at dtfcretion; a.ed 
wheR thefe characters of the rapacious and the 
timid divide mankinfil, <yen dle virtues of AntQ­
ninus ot Trajan c;:an do no more than apply, with 
candour and wIth VIgOur, the whIp and the 1word, 
and endeavour, by the hope~ of reward, or the 
fea.r of puni1hment, [0 find a fpeedy and :l tempo­
rary cure fur t'he crimes, or the imbedlicles of 
men. 

OTHER nates may be more or lefs eorrt1p~d : 
This has corruption for Its ballS. Here ;ufilCe 

may fometimes dirt·a the arm of the defpotlcal 
[overcign; bm the n:tme of ju!hce IS moll: com­
monly emp10yed to (ignify the Interell:, or the ca ... 
price of a reigning power. Human foci("ty, [u(­

ceptibie of Cuth a v.lrlety of forms, here finds the 
fimplcft of all. The toils and poIfdlions of many 
are deftined to alfwage the paffions of one pr a 
few; and the onl y partiell that remain among man­
kit'l~ are the opprdfuf who demands" and the 
opprejf~d who dare not refuC~. .. 

'NATIONS,. while they were ill titled Co:& milder 
fate, as in the cafe of tne Greeks, repeatedly (;on­
quered, have been reduced to thIS (ondmon. by 

military ·for(;e. They pave reached it [00 in the 
maturity of th~ir own. d~pravations; whenJ like 
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the Romans, retUrned from the conqueft, and 
10acled with the fpoils of the world, they give loofe 
to faltion, I&ftd 110 crimes too bold and too frequent 
for the correCtion of ordinary goycrnmeftt; and 
when the {word of juftice, dropping with blood, 
and perpetually requited to fupprefs accumulat­
ing diforders on every fide, could no longer await 
the delays and precautions of an adminiftration 
fcuered by laws • • 

IT is, however, well known from the hill-ory of 
mankind, that corruption of this lI at of any other 
degree, is not peculia~ to nations in their decline, 
or in the refult of figna} profperity, and great ad­
vances 111 the arts of commerce. The bands of 
foeiety, indeed, in fmall and infant eftablithments, 
are gederally ftrong; and their fubjeas, either by 
an .rdent devotion [0 therr own tribe, or a vehe .. 
ment animofity againll enemies, and by a vigor­
ous courage founded on both, are well qualified 
to urge, or to fuftain, the fortune of a growing 
community. But the favage and the barbarian 
have given, notwithfbndlOg, in the cafe of entire 
natlons, fome examples of a weak and timorous 
charaCter t. They have, in more inftances, fallen 
into that [pecies of corruption which we have al­
ready defcri~ in treating of. barbarous nations; 
they have made rapine their trade~ not merely as 
.l fpealcs of warfare, or wilh a view to enrich 

• Salull. Bell. Catalinarium. 
't The ba.rbarolls nation. of Siberia. in general. are fernIe 

and t~mid. 
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their community, but to potrefs, in property, 
what they learned to prt;fer even to the ties of 
alfeB:ion or of blood. 

IN 'the lowell: fiate of commercial arts, t~ paf­
lions for wealth, and for dominion, have exhibited 
fcenes of oppreffion or fc:rvility, which the moft 
finiihed corruption of the arrogant, the cowardly, 
and the mercena.ry, founded on the delire of pro­
curing, or the fear of 10Gng, a fortune, could not 
exceed. In fuch cafes, the vices of men, unre­
ftrained by forms, and unawed by police, are fuf­
fered Co Tlot at large, .nd to produce their entire: 
effeCts. Parties accordingly unite, or feparate, on 
the maxims of a gang of 'robbers: they facrifice 
to mtereft the tendereft affections of human na­
tJ,Jre. The parent fupplies the market for naves, 
even by the f.de of hIS own children; the cottage 
ceafes to be a fanCl:uary for the weak and the de:-­
fencelefs {hanger; and the ri;es of hofpitality, 
often fo facred among nations in their primitive 
ftate, come to be VIolated, like every othe:r tie of 
humanity, without fear or remori"c -. 

NATIONS which, in bter periods of t~eir hir­
tory, became eminent for civil wifdom and juf­
rice, had, perhaps, in a former age, pa.roxyfms.of 
lawlefs diforder, to which this defcription might 
in part be appIred. The very policy by which 
they arrivc;d at their degree of national felicity, 

(,'b:.ar4in'a travels through Mingrelia into l'rrb, 

P d J was 



was d.eviftd at;;J, r.eme<Jly for outragrpu5 abufe. The 
e£l:abii.1hment.of order was ciated from the com .. 
mimon of rapes .iJ1J m:".\tlS. in<:iJgnatinn, and 
-private revenge, were the pnnclples on whIch 
nations proceeded to the expulfion of tyrants, to 
the emancipation of mankind, and the full expla­
nation of their pohtical rights. 

DU'ECTS of government and of law may be~ 

in fame cafes, confidered as a fymptom of inno­
ce·nce and of virtue. But where power is already 
dh.blifhed, wllcre the ftrong are unwilling to fuf­
fer reftrainr, or the weak unable to find a protec­

tion, the defetts of law are marks of the moft 
perfett corruption. 

AM0NG rude natIOns, government is often de­
fee'bve ;' both becaufe men are not yet ncquaintcd 
with all the evils for which poliihed nations have 
endeavoure.d to find a redrers; and becauft", even 
where evils of the moli: flagrant nature have long 
afHiCted the peace of foeiety, they have not yet 
been able to apply th~ cure. In the progrefs of 
.eivlliz.ltion, flew dlftempers break forth, and ne\\\ 
1 emedies are applied: but the remedy is not a1-
Viays appl;'ed the moment the diftemper appears \ 
and laws, ,though fuggefted by the commiffion of 
crinlCs, are not the JY01.ptom of. a recent corrup­
~ion.. but of a deJire to find a remedy that may 
cure, perhaps, 10me inveterate evil which has long 
affhCl:cd the ftate~ 
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THERE. are corruptions, however, under which 
men ftill poffefs rhe vIgour and the refolution to 
-correCt themfelves. Such are [he :VIOlence and the . 
outrage whIch accompany the colhfion of fierce 
and daring fpiri.ts. occupIed in the ftruggles which 
fometunes precede the dawn of ciVil and COlumer­
cial improvements. In fuch cafcs. men have fre­
quently difcovered a remedy for eVIls, of which 
their own mifgutded impetuo(ity, afld fuperior 
force of mind, were the princIpal caufes. But if 
to a, depraved difpoCition, we f'.lppofe to be joined 
a weaknefs of Cpirir; if to an admiration and de­
fue of rIches, be joined an averlioo to danger or 
bufinefs..; If thofe orders of men whofe valour is 
req uired by [he public. ceafe to be brave; if the 
members of focieey in general have not thofe per­
{onal qualtties which are required to fill [he fta­
tions of equality, or of honour, [0 whIch 'they are 
Invited by the forms of the nare j they mult fink 
to a depth from wh1ch their imbecility, even more 
than their depraved inclinationsJ may prelt'eat 
tbeir rife. 

SEC-
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SEC T ION II. 

Of Luxury. 

W E ar~ far from being agreed on rhe appli. 
cation of the term luxury, or on that de. 

grc:e of its meaning which is confiftent with na­
tional profperity, or with the moral rectitude of 
our nature. It is fometimes employed to fignify 
a. manner of life which we think neceifary to 
civilization, and even to happinefs. I tis, irt our 
panegyric of polithed ages, the parent of arts, 
the fupport of commerce, and the minifter of 
national greatnefs, and of opulence. It is, in Ollr 
cenfure of degenerate manners, the fource of 
corrup~ion, and the prefage of national declen­
fion and ruin. It is admired, and it is blamed; 
it is treated as ornamental and ufeful, and it is 
profcribed as a vice. 

WITH .1J..this diverfity in our judgments, we 

are generally uniform in employing the term to 
lignify that complicated apparatus which man­
kind devife fQr the eafe and convenience of life. 
Their lruildings. furniture, equipagc:, doath­
ing, train of domeftics, refinement of the table, 
fnd, in general~ all. that affemblage which is 
rathet intenqed to pleafe the fancy, than to ob­
viate real want'S, and which is ra~her ornamental 
than ufeful. 



Of LrlIlftry. 

WHEN Wt are difpofed, therefore, under tho 
appellation of luxury, to rank the enjoyment of 
thefe things among the vices, we either tacitly 
refer to the habits of fenfuality, debauchery. 
prodigality, vanity, and arrogance, with which 
the polfdlion of high fortune is fometimes at­
tended; or we apprehend a certain meafure of 
what is necefTary to human life, beyond which 
all enjoyments are fuppofed to be exceffive and 
vicious. When, on the contrary, lux ury is made 
an article of national luftre and fehcity, we only 
think of it as an innocent confequence of the un­
equal diftribution of wealrh, and as a method 
by which different ranks are rendered mutually 
dependent, and mutually ufeful. The poor are 
made to praClife arts, and the rich to reward 
them. The public itfelf is made a gainer by what 
feerns to wafte its ftock, and it receives a perpe­
tual increafe of wealth, from the influence of 
thofe growing appetites, and delicate tafres, which 
feern to menace confumption and ruin. 

IT is certain~ that we muft either, together with 
the commercial arts, fuffer their fruits to be ell­
joyed, and even in fome meafure admired; or, 
like the Spartans, prohibit the art it(df, while 
we are afraid of its confequences, or while we 
think that the c'onveniencies it brings exceed 
what nature requires. But we may propofe to 
~op the advancement of arts at any frage of their 
rrogrers., and frill incur the cenfura of luxury 

from 
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{rQm thore who have not advpnccd ,Co far. The 
houfe-buil<ler "nd the '~rpenter at S~r~a wer.c 
limited to the ufe of the axe: and the f.tw ~ but 
a Spartan cottage wIght have. pa1T(!d fo; a pa­
lace in Thrace! anI;! If the difpute were to turn 
Qn the knowledge of what is phyficaUy necerr~ry 
to tl).e pre[ervation of human hfe~ as the n~nd­
ard of what is morally lawful~ the facuities of 
phyuc, as well as of tn?rallt¥J w.Quld prob,ably 
djvide on the [ubJeCt, and leave every indivi­
du~l, .as at prefect, to find fome cule for him· 
fl;:lf. The caluifr, for the moO: part, confiders 
tbe pracbce of hIS own age and concnuon aJ .a 
ftaudard for manku)d. If in one age or cond~­
tion he condemn the ufe of a c~h, in another 
he would have no lefs cenfur.ed tbe we~lrJJJg of 
filoes; and the very perf~n who ei'.claim& a,gainft 
the firft, would probably not ha.ve {pared the 
fecvnd •. if jt hiJ.d not b,een alrelldy farWJlar in 
.ages before hlS OWl). A .eCRi"or bam In ~ ~ot[~ge2 

and accufi:omed to fieep upon fhaw, does not 
propafe that men lhould return to the woods and 
~he caves for 1h~lter; he admit~ the reafonable­
pefs and the utility of what is already familiar i and 
lpprehends an e]!:cefs and corruption2 only in l:he 
newefi: n;finement of the rifing ge.neration. 

THE clergy of Europe have preached {\lcce[­
lively againft c\>c:ry new fafhion, and every jnpq­

vadon in drefs. The modes of youth are a {u~­
jet! of cc:nfun: to ~he old i anc! modes o( the laft 

ilSC. 



age, in tbeir turn, .re matter of ridIcule to the 
fhppant, and the young. Of this there IS not 
~lways a better accounr to be gIven, than that 
the old are dl[ pofed t~ be fevere, and the young 
to be merry. 

TfI~ argument againft many of the convenien­
des of life, drawn from tbe mere confiderauoa 
of their cot being necell"ary, \\'as equally proper 
in the mouth of the favage, who di1fuaded from 
the firft applicatIons of induftry, as it is i,n thac 
of ,the moraJlll" who lO.G,Lts on the vaniey Q( the 
lafl:. fC Our anceftors,''' he might fay, "found 
" the,ir dwelling under dllS rock; they g.lthered 
Fe their food 1n the fored; they hllayt:d their 
H thlrftfromthe fOl1l1taln , and rhq were cloathed 
" ID the fpolls of the beaft they had Dam •• Why 
fC fuo\llid we Indulge a falfe dehcacy J or reqtllr~ 
H. frol11 the earth fruits wluch 1he IS oot accuf~ 
~~ tOined to Yield? The bow of our father .\i 
~, a!reacly too fi rong for our arms; and the wlld 
J' beaft beginS to lord It In the woods." 

THUS the moralla may have found, in the pro .. 
ceedings of every age, thofe topics of blame, from 
which he i5 fo much dlfpofed [0 arraign the man~ 
ners of his own i and our embarraffment on the 
fubj.ea: is, .perhaps) but 3" part pf that genera¥ 
perplexity wnich we unwgo, in tryini ,to define 
maral oharaCbmsby eaernal cir~l,lm{b,n,ces, whioh 
tnay, or~3!'J not. be attt:nd.cd wi,d). faulc.s in da 

J miQd 
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mind and the heart. One man finds a vice in the 
wearing of linen j another does not~ unlefs the 
fabric be fine: and if, mean-time, it be true, that 
a perC on may be dretred in manufacture either 
coarfe or fine; that he may fleep in rhe fields, or 
lodge in a palace; tread upon carpet, or plant his 
foot on the ground; while the mind either re­
tains, or has loft its penetration, and its vigour, 
and the heart its affeCtion to mankind, it is vain, 
under any fuch circumftance, to reek for the dlf­
tinA-ions of virtue and vice, or to tax the poli1hed 
citizen with weaknefs for any part of his equi­
page, or for hIS weaTing a fur, in which, per­
haps, fome favage was dre1fed before him. Vanity 
is not ddl:ingul1hed by any pecultar (pecies of 
drefs. It is betrayed by the Indian in the phan­
taftic.aff'ortments of his plumes, his thells, his 
party-coloured furs, and in the time he beftows 
at the glafs and the toilet. Its projeCts in the 
woods and in the town are the fame: in the one, 
it feeks, with the vifage bedaubed) and with 
teeth artifiCIally ftalned, for that admiration, 
which it courts in the other with a gIlded equi-

\ 

page, and liveries of frate. 

POLISHED nations, in their progrefs, often ~ome 
to- furpafs the rude in moderatIon, an? [everity of 
manners. "Th~ Greeks," fays ThucydidesJ not 
cc long ago, like barbarians, wore golden fpan­
e( gtes in the hair) and went armed in time$ of 
.. ' peacc." Simplicity of drefs in thi~ propI!;, be-

came 
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came a mark of politenefs; and the mere mate­
rials with which the body is nourifhed or c1oath­
ed, are probably of little confequence to any 
people. We mult look for the charaCters of men 
in the qualities of the mind, not in the fpecies 
of their food, or in the mode of their appareJ. 
What are now the ornaments of the grave a.nd 
fevere; what is owned to be a real conveniency, 
were once the fopperies of youth, or were de­
vifed to pleafe the effeminate. The new falliion, 
indeed, is often the mark of the coxcomb; but 
we frequently change our fafhions without: mul­
tiplying coxcombs, or increafing the meafures of 
our vanity and folly. . 

ARE th~ apprehenIions of the fevere, therefore,' 
in every age, equally groundlefs and unreafon­
able? Are we never to dread any error in the 
article of a refinement beftowed on the means of 
fubfiftence, or the conveniencies of 11fe? The 
fad: is, that men are perpetually expofed to the 
('ommiffion of error in this article, not merely 
where they are acclIftomed to high meafures or 
accommodation, or to any particular fpecies of 
food, but wherever thefe: objeCts, in general, may 
come to be preferred to their charatl:er; to their 
country, or to mankind; they aCtually commit 
fuch error, wherever they admire paultry dif­
tioctions or frivolous advantages; wherever 
they lhrtnk from {mall inconveniencies, and are 
incapatne of difcharging their duty with vigour 

The 
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Tlw ufe of morality on this fubjed:, is. not to hmit 
men ro any particular fpedes of lodgjng, dic-t, or 
ciQath~; but to prevent their confidermg thefe 
oonveniencies as the principal objects of human 
life. And if we are aiked, Where the pur[uit of 
trifting accommodations fhould ftop, in order 
dlat 1& man may c:kvore hn'llfelf entirely to the 
highet engage~nts of life? we may anfwer~ 

That it ihould ftop where it is. This was the 
rille followed at' Spaf'ta: The objea of the rule 
wu, to preferve th.e heart entire f~ the public,. 
and to:occupy men i'O cultivating theit own nature, 
Aot ill accumulating wealth~ and external conve­
niencies. It was not 'expected orherwife, that the 
axe or the raw 1hould be attended with greater po­
litical advantage, than- the plane and the chifel. 
When Caro walked the ft-reets of Rome without 
his fobe, and without £boes, he dId [0, molt pro .. 
bably, in contempt of what his countrymen we:re 
fo prone to admire; not in hopes of finding a virtue * one fpecles of drefs, Of a vice jn another. 

LuxuR.Y, therefore, confidered as a predilec­
tion in favour of the objects of vanity, and the 
cofi:ly materials of pleafure, is ruinous to the hu .. 
man character; conudered as the mere ufe of 
accommodations and conveniencies which the ago 
has procured, rather depends· on the: progr-ds 
which the mechanical arts have made, and on the 
degree 10 which the fortunes of men arc UJJ­

equally parcelled. than on the difpofttioo.s of par­
ticular men either to vice or to virtue. 

Dnnll.£N-r 
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DIFFERENT mea[ures of luxury are, however:. 
varioufly fuited co different conftitutions of go­
vernment. The advancement of arts luppofes 
an unequal diftribucion of fortnne; and the means 
of diftinCtion they bring, ferve to render the fe­
paration of tanks more fenfible. Luxury i~ 
upon this account, apart frottl all its moral ef­
fech, adv~rfe to the form of d~moC'ratical g0-

vernment; and, in any ft1tte of fociety, can be 
rafdy :1drnitred in that degrte only in which the 

rnen'ibers of a community are fuppofed of un ... 
equal ratJk, and conftitUte public ordell by the 
rdations of fupetlOr and vaifal. High· degrC!Cs ofi 
it appear faluta.ry, and even necef1.,ry, in mo­
narchical and mllctd' go'Verntnents • wh~re, balides 

the encouragement to arfs and commerce, ic 
ferves to give luftre to thofe hereditary or·confti­

turianal dignities whIch ha\'e a place of import­
ance in the political fyftem. Whether ('",en here 
luxury Je.1ds to abufe pecuftar to :tges of high 
refinement and opulencet we thall proceed t«i. 
wnfider in the following ft.:Ctlons. 

S£'CT-
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SEC T I O. N III. 

6/ the CwrUP#DrJ indJt1It tD PfJUjhetI NatiO'llJ. 

L v XU R Y and corruption are frequently 
coupled together, and even pafs (or (vnony­

mouS terms. But, in order to avoid any difpute 
about words, by the firil we may underftand that 
accumulation of wealth, and that refinement on 
tbe ways of «"njoying it, which are the objects of 
induftry, or the fruits of mechanic and commer­
cial arts: And by the fecond a real weaknefs, or 
depravity of the human character, which may ac­
company any fiate of thofe art$, and be found 
under any external circumftances or condition 
whatfoever. It remains to inquire, what are the 
corruptions incident to po]jlhed nacions, arrived 
at certain meafures of luxury, and pefi"efi"ed of 
~ertain advantages,. in which they are generally 
(uppored to excel? 

WE need not have recourfe to a parallel be­
tween the manners of entire nations, in the ex­
tremes of civilization and rudenefs, in order to be 
fatisfied, that the VIces of men are not propor­
tioned to their fortunes j or that the habits of 
avarice, or of fenfuality, are not founded on any 
certain meafures 'Of wealth, or determinate kind 
of enjoyment. 'Vhere the fituations of panicu­
!sr men are v.uted as much by their perf.mal fia-

tions, 
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tions~ as they can be by the flate of national 
refinements, the fame paffions for lctereft, or plea­
furc, pre'v":l.ll in every condition. They arife f,om 

temperament, or an acquired admIration of pro~ 
perty j not from any particular manner of life in 

which the parties are engaged, nor from any pJ.r­
ticular ij)ecies of property which m.-ly have occu~ 
pied their cares and their willie!!. 

TEMPERANCE and moderation are, at lean, as 

frequent among thofe whom we call the (upenor, 
as they are among the lower cl<liIc'> of men; nnd 
however we may affix the c11J.racter of (obriety to 
mere cheapnefs of diet, and othel accommodations 
WIth which any particular age, or rank of men, 
appear to be contented, It is well known, that 

coftly materials are not nccdfary to conftltute a 
debauch, nor profligacy lefs frequent under the 
thatched roof, than under the lofty ceiling. Men 
grow equally famillar with d!1ferenc conditions~ 
receIve equal pleafure, and are equally allured to 
fenfuahty 10 the palace and 111 the cave. Their 
acquiring in either, habits of Il1temperance ornoth~ 
depends on the remifiion of other purfuits, and on 
the diftafte of the mind to other engagements. If 
the affeCtions of the heart be awake, and the paf­
fion~ of love, admiration, or anger, be kindled~ 
the colHy furniture of the palace, as well as the 

homely accommodations of the cottage, are neg­
lede~ And tnen, when roufed, rejeCt their re-

E e pofes 
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pore; or, when fatigued, embrace it alike on the 
filken bed, or on the couch of ftraw. 

WE are not, however1 from hence to conclude, 
that luxury, with all its concomitant Clrcum­
frances, whIch either ferve to fcl.vour its increafe, 
Qr which, in the arrangements of civil ioclety, 
follow it as confequences, can have no effect to 
the difadvantage of national manners. If that 
refpite from publJc dangers and troubles which 
gives a leifure for the practice of commercial arts, 
be cOl1tlllued> or increafed, into a dlfufe of na­
tional efforts j if· the individual> not called to 
unite with his count~y, be left to purfue his pri­
vate advantage j we may find hIm become effe­
minate, mercenary, and fenfual; not becaufe plea­
fures and profits are become more alluring, but 
becaufe he has fewer calls to attend to other ob­
jeCts; and becau[e he has more encouragement 
co ftudy his per[onal ad vantages~ and pur[ue his 
feparate interd1:s. 

IF the difparities of rank and fortune, which are 
nece(f.lry to the rurfUlt or enjoyment of luxury, 
introduce falfe grounds of precedency and efti­
marion j if, on the mere confiderations of being 
rich or poor, one order of men are, in thelf own 
~pprehenfion, elevared, another debafed. If one­
be criminally proud, another' meanly dejeCl:ed_ 
and every rank in its place, like the tyrant, who 
think~ that nations are made for hirnfelf~ l1e dif-

, poftd 



Sect. 3. 10 Polifled Nations, 

pored to atrume on the rights of mankind: al­
though, upon the companfon, the higher order 

may be leafl:: corrupted i or from eduCatloo, and 

a fenre of perfonal dignity, have mofl:: good qua­
lmes rema1l1ing, yet the one becolTIlllg merce­
nary and fervIle; the other imperlam and arro­
gant; both regardlefs of j ufbce and of m-:ri t ; 

the whole mJ.fs IS corrupted, and the n1anners of 
a [ociety changed for tbe worfe, In proportion ,15 

ItS members ceaf:: to act on principle!> of equ'llity, 
independence, or freedom. 

U po:-, this view, and confideting the merits of 
men in the abftracr, a mere' clllnge from the ha-' 
l>lts of a republic to thofe of a monarchy, from 
the love of equallty, to (he fcnf~ of a fubordmatlOo 
founded on birth, titles, and fortune, is a .fpecies 
of corruptIOn to mankll1d. But thiS degree of 
corruption I'> ibll conll{tent \\ Ith the fafery and 
profpentyof fome nations; it admits of a vigor­
ous courage, by which the rights of IOdlvidua!s, 

and of kingdoms, may be long prelerved. 

UNDER the form of monarchy, while yet in its 
vigour, fupenor fortune is, Indeed, one mark by 
which the different orders of men are diftinguifh­
cd j but there are fome other ingredients, with­
out which wealth is tibt admitted as a foundation 
of precedency, and in favour of which it is ofeen 
defpifed, and lavi1hed away. Such are birth and 
'itles~ th~ reputation of courage) courtly manners, 

E e 2 and 
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and a certain elevation of mlOd. If we fuppore 
that there diftinCllons are forgotten, and nobIlity 
itfe1f only to be known by tht: fumptuous retinue 
which money alone may procure; al)d by a IJ.vllh 
expence, which the more recent fortunes can ge­
nerally beft fulbin" luxury muft then be allowed 
to COl rupt the monarchical as mllch as the repub­
lican frate, and to introduce a fatal ditfolution of 
manners, under wInch men of every condltion~ 
although they are eager to acquire, or to dlfplay 
their wealth, have no remains of real ambition. 
They have nenher the elevation of nobles, nor 
the fidelity of fubjeEts; they have changed into 
effeminate vanity, that {enre of honour WhlCh 
gave rules to the perfonal courage; and inro a 
fervile bafenefs that loyalty, which bound each in 
his plli:c~ to his immedlare fuperioT.J and the: 
'Whole to the throne. 

NATIONS are moil: expofed to corruption frGHll 
this quarter, when the mechanical arts, bemg 
greatly advanced, furnith numberlefs articles to be 
applied in ornarrfent [0 the perfon, in furn1ture, 
entertainmenr, or equipage; when fuch articles 
as the rich alone can procure are n.dmired; and 
when confideratlOn1 precedence, and rank, are ac­
cordingly made to depend on fortune. 

IN a more rude lla te of the arts, al though weal tn 
be unequally divided, the opulent can amaf$ only 
~ fiatplc meID$ gf fubfiftence; They san only' 

fill 
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fill the granary, and furni 01 the ibl1; reap fl0m 
more extended fields, and dnve their herds over 
a larger pafl:urt". To enJoy tbeir magnificence, 
they muft live in a crowd> and to (i'cnre their pof­
feffion~, they muft he [urrounc!rcl with fnends that 
efpoult- their quart ds. TheIr honour -', as well as 
their C,fety, conGO: in the numbers who attend 

them; and thcIr perron'll dlfhnEbons are tak('n 
from their hberahty, and fLlpl-'o1t-d elevation of 
mImI. J n this manner, the palfeffian of riches 
i'erves only to make the owner airume a charaCl:er 
of magnanimity to becol11 t" the gl1ardian of num­
bers, or the public object of terpett: and affeCl:ion. 

But when the bulky conftituents of wealth~ and 
of ruftic magnificence, can be Cxch:lIlged (or re­
finement'), and when the produce of the foil may 
be turned into equipage, and mere decQrarion; 
when the combmation of many is no longer re­
qtnred for perfon.:d fafety j the mall:er may be­
come the fole confumer of his own cftate: he 
may refer the ufe of ev~ry fubjett to himfdf; he 
may employ the m.Henals of generolity to feed a 
perfonal vanity, or to indulge a fickly and effemi­
nate fancy, which has learned to enumerate the 
trappings of weakncfs or folly among the necef­
faries of life. 

THE Perfian fatrape, we are told, when he taw 
the King of Sparta at the place of their confer­
~nce fl:retched on the grafs with his foldiers, 
blufhe! at the provifial'l he made for the accom-

E e 3 modation 
• 



422 OJ the Corruption intide11t Part VI. 

modation of his own perf on ; he ordered the furs 
and the carpets to be wIthdrawn; he felt his own 
inferiority; and recolletted, that he was to treat 
with a man .. not to vIe with a pageant in cofUy 

attIre and magnificence. 

WHEN, amidfr circumftances that make no tnal 
of the Vll tues or talents of men, we have been 
accultomed to the aIr of fllpenority whl(.h people 

of fortune derive from their retInue J we are apt to 
lofe every fenic of ddbllEtion anling flom mene, 
or even from abihtles. We rate our fellow-citI­
zens by the figure they art: able to make; by theIr 
blllldwg", theIr dreh, theIr eqUlpagC", and the 

traID of theIr followers. All thefe clrcumftances 
make a rart in our eihmate of what is excellent ; 
and If the 1n.1il:cr illmfelf is known to oe a P.l­
geant I~ the 1l11dil: of his fortune, we nevn[helcf~ 
pay our CQUlt to IllS (btion, and look up wIth an 
enVIOUS, fervde, or dejeCted mmd, to y,holt IS, in 
ltfc1f, fcarceJy fit to amufe c1111dren j thOll!.';h, 

when It is worn as a badge of dlil:mcbon, It in­
flames the ambitIOn of thofe we call the grear, 
3nd tlnkcs the multitude wah awe and refpctt. 

\VE judge of entire nations by the productions 

of a few mechanical art'S, and think we are t.l.lk­
jpg of men~ wIlile we are bO.lfticlg of theIr eftates, 
,heir drefsJ and their palaces. The fenft: in which 
we apply the terms, great, and nQb/e, hig'./. rank, 

a~d hiSh /lft1 Ihew that we h.ve, on fucA oeca· 
3 {iops 
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{ions, transferred the Idea of perfection from the 
charader to the equipage; and that excellence it­
{elf IS, in our efi:eem, a mere pageant, adorned at a 

great expence by the labours of many workmen. 

To thofe who overlook the fubtle tranfitions of 
the imaginatIOn, It might appear, fince wealch can 
do no more than furnlfh the means of fubrlftence~ 

and purchafe ammal pleafures, that covetoufnefs 
and venality Itfelf, filOUld keep pace with our 

fears of want, or with our appetIte for fcnlual en­
joyments j and that where the appetite IS fatiated, 
and the fear of want is removed, the mind Jhould 
be at eafe on the fllbJeCt of .fortune. But they are 
not the mere pJeafures that riches procure, nor 
the .hoice of viands which cover the board of the 
wealthy, that inflame rhe paffions of the covetous 
and the mercenary. Nature 11> eaGly fatisfied 10 all 
her enJoyments. It is an opinion of emlIlence, 
conneCted With fortune; it is a {cnle of debafement 
attend 109 on poverty, which renders us bhnd to 

every advantage, but thac of the neh j and infen­
fible to every dlfgrace, but that of the poor. Ie is 
this unhappy apprehenfion, that occauonal1y pre­
paces us for the deft:rtion of every duty, for a 
[ubmiffion to every indIgnity, and for .the com­

miffion of every crime tl)at can be accomphfhed 

in Lucey. 

AURENGZEBE wall not more renowned for fQ­
briery Vl his priva.te ftation, and in the conduCt 

E e 4 of 
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of a iuppofed ddIimulati9n1 by which he afpired 
to {Ovetelgn power, than he tontinued to be, even 
on the throne of lndoftan. Simple, abftinent, 
and fevere in his diet, and other pleafures, he frtll 
led the life of a hermir, and occupied his time 
with a fetmingly painful apphcatlon to the affaIrS 

of a great empire *. He quitted a ftation lfl 

which, If pleafure had been his objeCt, he might 
have Indulged his fenfuallty without referve j he 
made Ius way to a fct:ne of dlfquletude and care; 
he aimed at the fummlt of human greatnefs, in 
the polJeffion of Imperial fortune, not at the gra­
tifications of annnal appetite, or the enjoyment 
of eafe. Superior to. fenfual pkafure, as well as 
to the feelin~s of nature, he dethroned hiS father, 
and he murdered his brothers, that he might roll 
on a carriage iflcru£ted with diamond and pearl; 
that his elephan ts, his camels, and his horfes, on 
the march, might form a line extendmg many 
leagues; might prefent a glittering harnefs to the 
fun; and, loaded with [reafure, uilier to the vIew 
of an abjeCk and admiring crowd tha.t awful ma~ 
jefty, in whofe prefence they were to ftrike the 
forehead Oil the ground, and be overwhelmed 
with the fenfe of his greatnefs, and wi.t:h that of 
their own.. debafement. 

As thefe are the objeCts which prompt the de­
fire of dominion. and excite the ambltious [0 aim 
~e maftery of their fellow-creatures; fo they in-

• Gemelti Cateri. 
fpire 
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fpire the ordinary race of men with a fenre of 
infirmIty and meannefs, that prepares them tt> 

{ufFer mdlgniCIes, and, to become toe property of 
perlons, whom they confider as of a rank and a 
nature fo much fuperior to their own. 

THE chains of perpetual l1avery, accordingly, 
appear to be rivetted in the Eall:, no lefs by the 
pageantry which is made to aCC'ompany 'he pof­
femon of power, rhan they are by the fears of the 
(word, and the terrors of 11 milttary execution. In 
the 'V eft, as wtU as the E.1It, wI! ate \\fming to 
boW' to the fplenchd equIpage, and ftand at an 

awful thitance from the POlllp of II. princely cRate. 
We too mily be tf'rtifitd by the frowns, or won 
by the finJl.es, of thofe whofe favout is riches al'ld 
honour, and whofe dl(ple~fure is poverty and ne­
glect. W t too may ovt:tlook the honour~ of the 
human foul, from an admiration of the pagean­
trIes that accompany fortune. The proceffion of 
elephants harnelfed with gold might dazzle into 

fla"e~) the people who derive corruption and weak­
nef~ from the effeCt of their own arts and con­
tnvances, as well as chofe who Jnhenr fcrvility 

from their anceitors, and are enfeebled by their 
natural temperament. and the enervatIng charms 
of thelf fOll and theIr climate. 

IT appears, therefore', that although the mere 
nfe of materials whIch conftitute luxury, may be 
difttnguilhcd from actual vice j yet nations under 

-4 a Im.dl .... 
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• high frate of the commercial arts, are expofed 
to corruption, by their admitting wealth, unfup­
ported by per[onal elevation and virtue, as the 
great found3tion of diftincbon, and by having 
their attention turned on the fide of intereft~ as 
the road to confideratlon and honour. 

WITH this effect, luxury may ferve to corrupt 
democratical frates, by introducing a fpecles of 
monarchical fubordination~ without that fenre of 
high birth and hereditary honours which render 
the boundaries of rank fixed and determmate, 
and which teach men to act in their fiatlOns with 
force and propriety. lt may prove the occdfion of 
political corruption, even in monarchical govern­
ments, by drawing refpeCt towards mere wealth j 

by cafting a fuade on the lufhe of perfonal qua­
lities, or family-diftinCtions; and by mfeCting all 
orders of mell') with equal venality, fervllity, and 
cowardice. 

SEC-
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SEC T ION IV. 

:the fame Stibjetl contmlt(d. 

T HE increafing regard with which mcn :lp­
pear, In the progrefs of commercial arcs, to 

ftudy their profit, or the delicacy WIth whIch they 
refine on [heir pleafures; even induflry ltfClf, or 
the habit of applicatIon to a tedIous employment, 
in whIch no honours are won, may, perhaps, be 
confide red as indications of a growing attention 
to intereft, or of effeminacy, contraCted in the 
enjoyment of eafe and conveniency. Every fuc­
ceflive art, by which the mdlvldual is taught to 
Improve on hIS forrune, is, in realrey, an addi. 
tlon [0 hiS private engagements, and a new avo-­
carlOn of hiS rmnd (10m the public. 

CORRUPTION, however, does not arife from 
the abufe of cornmc:rclal art!. alone; it requires 
the aId of political fituatlOn j and is not pro­
duced by the objeas that occupy a fordid and a 
mercenary fpirlt, without the aId of circum­
ftances that enable men to wdulge 10 [afeey any 
mean difpofinon they have acquIred. 

PROVIDENCE has fitted mankind for the higher 
s;ngagements which they are fometilnes obliged to 
fulfil j and it is i"n the midft of fuch engJ3ements 
that they are moll: likely to acquire or to prefcrve 
their virtues. The habits of a vigorou,; mind are 

forme! in contending with difficulties, not in en-
,JoYing 
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joying the repofe of a pacific ftation ; penetration 
and wifdom are the fruItS of experience, not the 
lefi''ons of ret~rement and leifure; ardour and ge­
nerofity are the qualities of a mmd roufed and 
animated in the conduCt of fcenes that engage tire 
heart, not the gIfts of reflection or knowledge. 

The mere' intermiffion of national and political 
efforts is, notwlthllandtng, fometimes mdl:aken 
for publIc good; and there is no rrJlftake more 
likely to fofter the- VIces, or to flatter the weak­
nefs, of feeble and lntt'feficd men. 

IF the oldlOary arts of policy, 01 rather, if a 
growtng mJltference to objects of a publIc nature, 

ihould prevatl, ann, undtr any free confbrtltion, 
put an end to tbofe dlfputes of party, and filence 
that noife of ddfcnfion which generally accompany 
the exerclfe of freedom, we may ven(ure to prog­
floO:icate corruptIon to the national manners, as 
'Well as remitTnefs to the natIOnal fplflt. The pe­
riod is come, when no engagement, remaining on 
the part of tht" public, private intereft, and allll1lal 
pleafure, become the fon'reign objdl:s of cal e. 
When men, being relieved from the prelfure of 
great oecafions, befrow theIr attentIon on trifles; 
and having carned what they are pleafed to call fen­
lioilit) and de!ttary, on the fubJed of eare or mo­
kftauon, as far as real weaknef:. or foUy can go, 
have recourfe to affeaation~ in order to enbance the 
pretended demandsJ and accumulate the anxietIes, 
of a fICkly tancYJ and eBfeebled mind. 
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h; this condition, manlll1J gen~rully fl'atter 
their own ImbecilJty under the name of poltlmefl. 
They are p<:'rfuacied, chat the celebraceJ ardour, 
genelOfity, and fortitude of former agc6 border­
ed on frenzy) or wt:re the mere effet1:s at necemty ... 
on men who had not the means of enjoy 109 thelf 
eafe, or thelf pleafure. They congratulate them­
felves. on haVing efcaped the fiorm winch required 
the exercife oHuch arduous virtues J and with that 
vanity which accompanies the human race in their 
meaneft condition, they boaft of a {etne of affec~ 
tation, of languor, or of folly> as the {bndard of 
human felicity, and as furnifhing the propereft 
exereife of a rational nature. 

IT is none of the leaft menacing fymptoms of 
an age prone to degeneracy, that the minds of 

men become perplexed in the difcernlllcnt of 
merit, as much as the [pirie becomes enfeebled in 
conduct, and the heart mliled in the choice of 
its objeCts. The care of mere fortune is fuppofed 
to confticute wifdom; retirement from public 
affairs, and real indifference to mankind, receive 
the applaufcs of moderation, and of virtue. 

GREAT fortitude, and elevation of mind, have 
not always, indeed, been employed in the attain­
ment of valuable ends; bllt they are a.lways re. 
lpc&able, and they are always necdfary when we 
woukia8.: for the good of mankind, in any of the 
more aro.u6us ftations of ltre. 'While, ther<ffore, 
we blame the~r mifa,pplicati-on, we Jh,puld beware 

,> of 
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of deprecia~ng their value. Men of a fevere and 
fententious morality have not always fufficiently 
obferved this caution; nor have they been duly 
aware of the corruptIOns they flattered, by the fa­
tire they employed againft what is afpiring and 
prominent in the character of the human foul. 

IT might have been expeCted, that, in an age of 
hopelefs debafement, the talents of Demofthenes 
and Tully, even the ill-governed magnanimIty 
of a. Macedonian, or the daring enterpnre of a 
Carthagiman lead("r, might have cfeaped the acri­
mony of a fatirift '*, who had fo many objeEts of 
correction in his vlew~ and who polfelfed the arts 
of declamation in [0 high a degree. 

J, aemens, et j:e'IJos curre per Alpes, 
UI pup-is placeas, et dec/amalia jins, 

is part of the illiberal cenfure whIch is thrown by 
this poet on the perron and aEtion of a leader, 
who, by his courage and conduct, In the very 
fervice to which the fatire referred, had well 
nigh faved his country from the rulO with which 
it was at laft overwhelmed. 

Heroes are much the fame, the point's agreed, 
From Macedonia's madman to the Swede, 

is a diftich, in which another poet of beautiful ta­
lentshas attempted to depreciate a name, to which, 
probab1y, few of his readers are found toafpirc~. 

Juvenal's loth fatire. 
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IF men muft go wrong, there is a choice of 
their errors, as well as of thelf virtues. Ambi­
tion, the love of perfonal eminenc(', and the de­
fire of fame, although they fometimes lead t() 

the commIflion of crimes, yet always engage men 
in purfuits that require to be fupported by forne of 
the greateft qualIties of the human foul; and if 
eminence is the principal objea of pUffuir, there 
.LS at leat1: a probabIlIty, that thofe qualIties may 
be ftudled on which a real elevation of mind is 

ralfed. But when public alarms have ceared, and 
contempt of glory is recommended as an article 
of wifJom, the fordid habits, and mercenary 
difpofitions to which, under a general indIffer­
ence to national objeCts, the members of a po­
hO)cd or commerclll {tate are expofed, muil: prove 
at once the moil: effeCtual fuppreffion of every lI­
beral 1ennment, and the moll: faeal reverce of all 
thofe pnnclples from whIch communitIes derive 
theIr ftrength and their hopes of prefcrvatlon. 

IT is noble to poftcf!> happinef~ and independ­
ence, eIther in retirement, or in public life. 
The chraCl:eriftic of the hapPYJ is EO acquit 
themfelves well in every conditIon; in the court~ 
or in the vlUage j in the (enate~ or :n the prIvate 
·retreat. But If they affeCt any particular na­
tion, it is furdy that m which theIr actions may 
be rendered moll: extenfively ufeful. Our confi­
dermg mere retirement, therefore, as a (ymptom 
of mocieranon and of virtueJ is either a rem-

nant 
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a~nt of tlt~t fyLtem, uRder which monks and ancno­
nts, 11\ former agcs, have bec:.n canonized; or pro­
cee~b fr()m ahabitof thinking,whicQappears equal­
ly fral.\ght with moral corruption, from our confi­
dering publJ\. life as a feene for the gratification 
of mer~ valliey, avarice, and ambition j never as 
furnifuing ~hl: bell opportunity for a jufr and a 
happy enga.gement of the mind and the heart. 

EMULATION, and the defire of power, are but 
forry motives to public conduct j but if they have 
been, in any cafe, the principal inducements from 
which men have taken part in the fervice of their 
country, any diminution of their prev.lknce or 
force is a real corruption of n.ltlOnal manners; 
and the pretended moderation atTul11ed by the 
higher orders of men, bas a fatal effect: in the flate. 
The dtCintcld1:ed love of the public is a pnnci­
pIe, witham which fome conflttutions of govern­
ment cannot fllbfifr: but when we confider how 
fe1dol11 this has appeared a reigning paffion~ we have 
little reafon to impmf' the profperity or preferva­
tion of nations, in every cafe, to irs influence. 

IT is fuffiLient, perhaps, tinder one form of 
government, that rnen ihould he fond of their 
independence; tholt they fhould be ready to op~ 
poie ufurpation. and to repel per(onal indigni­
ties: Under another, it is fufficient, that they 
fuould be tenacious of their rank, and of their 
honours; and inftead of a zeal for the public, 
cntert.lin a vigilant jealoufy of the rights. whicb 

pertaiq 



to PoliJhed Nations, 

pertain to themfelves. When numbCI s of men 

ret:<in a certain degree of elevatlOn and forti­
tude; they are q1J:tldled to give ;'l mutual check 

to their feveral errol S, anu are .1ble to att in that 
variety of firuations which the dlfle:fcnt conllitll­

tions of governmcnt have prep1red for fheir 
members: But, under the dlfarlvanta"e" of a. ., 
feeble ij):rit, however diretted, and howcver in­
formed, no n:lt!on.ll (OhitltLltian IS faft:. [Jor can 
any degree of cnLlrSCl1lCnt, to which 1 fbte has 
al rived, [ccure Its IJo11L1c.1l wclf.lre. , 

IN' ftates where property, ell i1 inClloll, and plt:':l­
fme, are thrown out as ualts ~o the 1I11a:',inatlon, 
and inc.entiv("~ to p"ffioTl, t!ll: puLlu_ fecms to rely 
for the prefc:rv:lt1oll of Its poltw.:.ll ilfe, on the de­
gree of emulatIOn andjealouly WIth which parties 
mutually oppo[e and reitrJ.tn each other .• The 

ddircs of preferment and pll)fi.t In the breJ.!l: of 
the CItlZ(:,I1, are the m:Jtlve~ from which he IS ex­
cited to enter on public afr,lJ[s, and are the con­
fideratiol1s w!llch dm:Ct hiS political conduCt. 
The fLlppreffion, thel dore, of ambition, of party­
animofity, and of public envy, is prob.luly, in 

every fuch cafe, not a refOrmatllm, bur a fymp_ 
tom of weakneis. and a prelude to more. fordid 
p1.!rfuits, and rUinOUs amufementll. 

ON the eve of fu~h a revolution In manners, 
the higher ranks, in every tTIlxed or monarchical 
government, have need to take care of them­
felves. 'Men of bufinefs; and of indurtry, in the 

j~f~io; ftation$ of life. retain theIr oc<\upations, 
£·f - ~HJ. 
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and are fecured by a kind of necemty, in the 
porfeffion of thore habit, on which they rely for 
their quiet, and for the moderate enjoyments of 
life. But the higher orders of men, jf they re­
linquiih the nate, if they ceafe to poff'efs that 
£ourage and elevation of mind, ahd to e~rcife 
thofe talents which are employed 10 its defence 
and in irs government~ are, in reality, by the 
feeming advantages of their ftation, become the 
refufe of that fociety of which they once were the 
ornament, ,loud (rom being the moll: refpeClable, 
and the moft happy, of its members;, are become 
the molt wretched and corrupt. In their approach 
r~ this cOfldition,. and in the abfence of every 
manly occupatlc>n, they feel a diiTatlsfafrion and 
languor wInch they cannot explain: They pine 
in the'midft of apparefllt 'enjoymtnts;. or, by the 
variety a.nd caprice of their dlffc!ent purfuits and 
amufernents, exhibit a ftate of agItatiOn;,. which. 
like the difquiet of ficknefs, is not a proof of 
enjoyment or pleafure, btU! e>f fuffering and pain. 
'Jbe care of his bu~ld)ngs" his equipage:> OF his 
table, is chofen by one" literary amufement, or 
fome fnvolous ftudy. by another. The fpef[s of 
the cou.ntry, and the diverfl0n~ of Ehe town ~ th~ 
gaming-t:lble·" clogs,. horfc:s, ancl wiRe. aft CIl)-

• There different occupations diIFe-r fr~ eacJr.cthu, j" re­
(pea to theIr wgnny and their innocence; ~ut no-ne of 
them are tiLe [chools from whicb 111m ue ~ht to fuftalD" 
tl-~e touerjng fort.me of cacioQs; they are ettplIIly aTOCa-

00"'15 from what ought to be the ,Rndpal purfllit GI .aa .. 
the good o£ JQankmd. 

ployed 
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ploted to fill up the blank of a Ii1Hcfs and unpro­
iitaDlc life. They fpe.ak Of human purfuin, ali 

jf the whole di8iculty were to lind fomething to 
do, They fix. on rome frivolous occupation, as 

if there was nothing tnat deferved to be dolle: 
They confider what 'tends to the good of theit 
fellow-a-eatures .. as it difauf'arltage to themlelves I 
They fty from every fcen~ i"'l which any eff'om 
of vigour ate requirc:d, or 10 which they mig", 
be allured to perfOrm any fervi'ce to their' cotJrl­
ury. Wemifapply our compa-Rion in pirying.the 
poar; it were much mote juftly npplied to the 
rich, who become t\le ~1'ft: vittim'$ of that "'re~n­
ed infignificance, into whicl\ the rntml5eu of 
every ,orrupted lht~, by the tendency of t:hel.r 

weaknelfes and thelf vices, are in hafte to plunge 
them1el vc:s. 

I T is in this condition, that the fenfual inYeht 
ail thofe refinements on pleafure, and devICe thofe 
incentives to a [delated appetite, which tend to 
fofter the corruptioJls of a dlffolute age. The ef­
feCts of brutal appetite, and die mere debauch, 
are more ftagrant, and more violei'll, perhaps, in 
rude ages, thOVl they are in the later periods of 
commerce and luxury: B4t thac perpcttlal habit 
of fearchin6 fir animal pleafure where it is n'ot 
to' be founl;j, in the gratifications of an appetite 
chat is cioycd, aod among the ruins of an anImal 
conftitutian. is not more fatal to the virtues of 
the ilul.a 1hag it is even to the enjoyment of 

F (~ aQth~ 
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flath, or of pleafure; it is not a more certain 
avociltion from public affairs, or a furer pr~~de 
to national decay, than it is a dlfappointment to 
our hopes of private felicity. 

IN thefe refieC1:ions, it has been the objeCt not 
to afcertain a precife meafure to whi<ih corruption 
has rifen in any of the nations t~t have attained 
t<fl'eminence. or that have gone to decay; but to 
_fcribe that remiifnefs' of [pirit" that weaknefs 
of foul, that ftate of national debility, which is 
hkely to end 1ft political fiavery; an evil whIch 
remains to be confidered as the lail: objeCt of cau­
tion, and beyond whIch there is no fubjeCt of dlf­
quifition in the perifhing fortunes of nations. 

SEC· 
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SEC T. V. 

Of Corruplfon, as:1 tends 10 Polztjcal Sltlvery. 

LIB E R T Y J in one fenfe, appears to be the 
portion of poilihed n.1tion~ alone. The fa­

vage is perfonally free, becaufe he ltves Un! e­
ftrained, and aCts wIth the memher~ of his tribe 
on terms of equaltty. The b.ub<lri,m 11> fre­
quently independent from a continuance of the 
fJrne clrcumilanccs, or becaufe he ha5 courage and 
a [word. Bll! good pohcy alone can provide for 
the regulJ.r admlOtfh ,J.[Ion of J'tiice, or conll!­
tute a force In the ilate, which I~ 1 eauy on every 
occa.fion to dcfenc..l the rights of Its Illembers. 

IT has been found, th It, except in a few·fingu­
hr cafe!>, the commerci,ll Jnel politIc .. lI arts have 

advanced together. Thde arts have been In mo­
dern Europe fo interwoven, tlut we cannot deter­
mine v,hich were prtor In the order of time, or 

derIved moil: advantage from the mlltual in6u ... 
ences "'lth which they aCt and re-a{t on each 
other. It has been obferved, that in fume nations 
the ilmit of commerce, intent on lccu6ng,its pro­
fits, hJS led the way to political wifuom. A peoplt-, 
p'o{fefi"ed of weJlth, and become jealous of their 
properties, have f~rmed the projett of emanci­
pation, and have proceeded, under favour of an 
imporcance' retently gained, {lilt farther to en­
large thefr pretenfibns, and to diij.JUte the prero­
ga,ivts which their fovereign Bad oet"Q titl ure to 

F t J employ. 
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employ. But it is in vain that we expea in one 
age, from the pofi"~mon of wealtb, the fruit which 
it is f-lid to have borne in a formfli Great a,cef­
fions of fortune', when recent, when accompanied 
with fr~gality, and a fenre of lAdependence, may 
render the owner confident in his firength, and 
ready to fpurn at oppreffion. The purk which is 
open, 1I0t to perronal expence. or to the indul­
geQce of vanity, but to fUIWort the interefts of a 
f~bonJ to gratify the higher paffions of party~ 
render tile we3.1thycitizen formidable to thofe who 
pr~tend to domiOlQn i but it does not follow, 
that in a ti1l1e of corruption, equal I or greatera 

meafures of wll1tb'1hould operate to the fame 
effc:Ct. 

Oz;. the contrary" when wealth is accumu]~ed 
poly in the hands of the mifer, and runs to wafte 
frorP thofe of file prodIgal. when helTS of family 
Wid themfelves Ltraitened and poor in the mldtt 
pf affluence ~ when the cravings of luxury filence 
even tbe vOice of party and faaion i when the 
)lopes of mc:ritmg the rewards of comphance, or 
;hc ftar of lofwg wh~t is held at dlfcretion, keep 
lnen in a ftate of fl!fpence and anxiety; when for­
tuneJ III {hort, mftead of being confidered a.s the 
lnltrumcnt of a vigorous f~irjtJ becomes the ldel 
of a covetous or ~ prof uk, of. a rapadous or a ti­
morous mind, the foundatiQo on which freedom 

~~} ~ui!t may ~"e t9 '(U-PRort 4 t,yl:lUUlY i "nq 
""Il~ in <Jne ." l1lif~~, the prt;tf.P40.nSS &riel fQf­
~rf',\ t~ C!~~en.Fe Qf W~ fpl?ie~~ IQ~Y, il\~" 

J t4'l(r, 
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ther, inclme him [0 fervility, and fumin) the price 
to be paid for his proftitutlons. Even thoft' who, 
In a vigorous age, gave the example of we..llrh, in 
the hands of [he people, becoming an occafion of 
freedom, may, in rimes of degeneracy, verify hke­
wife the maxim of Tacitus, That the admiratioll 
of riches leads to defpotical government" • 

MEN who have tafted of freedom, and who 
have felt their perfonal Tights, arc not eafily t.lught 
to bear with encroachments on either, and can­
not, Without fome preparation, come to fubmit [0 

oppreffion. They may receive this unhappy pre­
paration under different f<?rms of government, 
from different hands, and arrive at the fame end 
by different ways. They follow one dlreaion in 
republic!>, another in monarchies, and in mixed 
governments. But wherever the flate has, by 
means that cIa not preferve the virtue of the fub­
jeer, effeClually 6t1arded his f.lfety; remilfnefs, 
and neglect of the pubbc, are likely to follow; 
and poldbed nations of every dcfcription, appear 
to encounter d. danger, on thiS quarter, propor­
tioned to the degree In which they have, during 
any continuance, enjoyed the unincerruptcd pol­
feffion of peace and profperity. 

LUJEJI,'X:Y rd"1l1ts, we fa)", from the government 
of laW's; and we are apt [0 confider ltatutes, not 

• LA: apud iIlos et opiblU honos; eoque un!JS imperirat, nul­
lis jam exa:ptionibus, non precario jure ral"('ndi. Nee arma 
ut apad etw .. OI Germanos in pmmifcuofed c1aara {ub call'ode; 
ct cpUdem ~(): ~t. Ij' /fr"/ZS de Mff'. an-. c. 4+ 

F.,f .. ;:nercly 
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merely a~ the refolutions and maxims of a people 
determined to be free, not as the writings by which 
their fights are kept on record; bur as a power 
erc.1ed to guard them, and as a barner wIndt tllc 

c<lpnce of men cannot tranfgrefs. 

WHEN a ba:!h::t, in AfIa, pretends to delide 
every controverfy by the rules of natural eqult)', 
we allow that he is poITdreu of lh[creuolLH) .. 
powers. vVhen a judge 10 Europe IS left to deCide l 

accurdlng to hi!:> own Intel prctatlon of wlltrcn 
]a\,,~, IS he In .my fenfe more rdhained thJll the 
former? Have the multIplIed wUlch of a iLitllle 

an InAuence over the confcience, and the hc.art, 
mOle powerful th:lll that or reafun and nJture? 
Docs the par,ty, III an;: Judicial procl'ecimg, enjoy 
a lef.~ degree of faCety, when hi!:> rtghts .Ire dlf­
cuffed; on the foundation of a rule that IS open 
to rhe unde'rll:amllll£s of 1l1.H1kIOd, than when they 
are referred to an lntllcate fyfiem, wlllch it ha!. 
become the object of a feparatc profeffion to ftudy 
and to explain ~ 

IF formsof proceeding, written fiattltt's, or other 
conftituents of law, cea(e to be enforced by the 
yery fplJOlt (rom which they arofe J they ferve only 
to coverJ not to refi:rain, the iOlquines of power I 
They are poffibly refpeCted even by the corru~t 
magiftrate, when they favour his purpofe; but 
~hey ~re contemned or evaded J when they ftand in 
h;s way: And the influence of laws, ~Ii.ere they 
have any real eifel[ in the pTefc:rvation of liberC(2 

1$ 
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is nor any magIc power defcending (rem fhelves 
th3t are loaded with books, but is, in reality, the 

influence of men rerol ved to be free j of men. 
who, having adju!l:ed 111 writing the terms on which 

they are to bve with the frate, and with their fel­

low-fubjeeb, are determined, by thelr vigilance 
and fpirit, to make thde ttrrns be fulfilled. 

\Vr. are taught, under every form of govern­
men t, to apprehend ufurpations, from the abufe, 
or from the (')(cenoon of the executive power. In 

purc monarchil'~, this power is commonly here­

ditary, and made to dcfcend In a determinate line. 
In elective monarchies, it 1S held for life. In re­

pllbhc~, It l~ t'xf.rcikd dunng a limited time. 

\Vhere men, or f .. unibes, arc called by eleCtion 10 

the po{fcffion of temporary dIgnIties, i r, is more 
the object: of ambItIon to perpetuate, than to ex­
tend their power". In hereditary monarchies, the 

foverelgnty IS already perpetLlJI; and the aim of 

every amblt.o\ls pnnce is to enlarge hi" preroga­

tive. RepublIcs, and, 111 tlllle" of commotIOn. 
commul1ltles of every form, Jrc expofed to ha­

zard, not from thofe only who are formally raifed 
to pbces of trull, but from every perfon whatfo­
ever, who is incacd..,y ambitIOn, and who is lup­

ported by facbon. 

I T is no advantage to a prince, or other magi­

ftrate, to e~joy more power than is confiftenr with 
the g(6)d of mankInd; nor IS it of any benefi.t to 
a man to be unjuft: aut thefe maxims are a feeble 

(~curjty 
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*~rity ~nft the pamons a.nd follies of men. 
Thofe who are intrufted with power in any de­
gree, are difpofc:d, from a mere diflike of con­
draint, to remove oppofition. Not only the ITO­

narch who wears a hereditary crown, but the 
magiftrate who holds his office for a limited tim~, 
grows fond of his dignity. The very minifter, 
who depends for his place on the momentary will 
of his prince, and whofe perfonal interefts an-, in 
every refpea, thofe of a fubjeCt. frill has the weak­
p~fs to take an intereft in the growth of preroga­
tive, aud to reckon as gain to himfdf the in­
croachments he has made on the rights of a people, 
with whom he himfelf and his (amlly are foon 
tp be: numbered. 

EVUI with the beft intentions towards man­
kind, we are inclined to think that their welfare 
depends, not on the felicity of their own incllOa­
t.ions, or the happy employment of their own ta­
lents" but on their ready compltance with what we 
have devifed for their good. Accordingly, the 
greateft virtue of which any fovereign has hitherto 
{bown an ex",mple, is not a ddire of cherith­
ing in his people the fpirit of freedom and of 
jndepend("nce; but what is in itfelf fufficiently 
rare, and highlymeritorious,'a fteady regard to the, 
dillribution of juftice in matt(rs of property, a 
difpofitton to protea aad to oblige, to redrefs the 
grievances, and to promote the interefi: of his 
fubjecu. It was from a reference to thefe .. objeeb 
that Titus computed the value of his time, and 

judged 
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judged of its application. l3Ut'the fw'lrd, whie.., 
in this beneficent hand was drawn to protea the 
fubjeCt, aQd [0 procure a fpeedy ilnd effl!Cl"ual die .. 
tribution of juihce, was hkewifc: fufflcicnt, in th~ 
hands of a tyrant, to fhed the blood of the inno.­
c:ent, and to cancel the rights of men. The tern .. 
porary proceedings of humaAity, though they 
fufpended the extrclfe of oppreffion, qid not bre;11(. 
the n~tional chams: The prince was even the bet­
ter enabled to procure that fpecies of good which 
he ftudied i bec3ufe thert was 110 freedom remain­
ing, and becaufe tI1ere was no where a force to 
difpute hIS decrees, or to interrupt their execution. 

W AS it in vain, tbat Antoninus became ~c,. 

qlla;inted with the charaeters of Thracea. Helvi ... 
dIUS, Caw, Dlon, and Brutus? Was it In vain, 
that he learned to underftanc! the (orm of a free 
community~ raifed on the baGs of equaltty 'lncj 
juftice j or of a monarchy, under whIch the liber­
tIes of the fu~iea: were held the moa facred ob", 
.lea of admimfiration·? Did he mHlake the 
means of procuring to mankmd what be points 
out as a bleffing? Or did the abfolute powtr 
with whIch he was furniihed, in a mighty empir e, 
only difablc him froll) eKecuting what. his mllHt 

. had perceived as a national gllOd? In fuch a c 11t'~ 
;t were vain to fi~tter the monarch or his pe()Fle~ 
The firft cannot j,eftow liberty without raiiinf{ ~ 
{pirit, which may, on occa1ioo, !land in oppo{i. 
'10n to.hi$ OWl} defi&nB i nor the latter rc:ceiv~ [hi4 

• M. A.tenia"" lib. I. 
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bleffing, while d\ey own that it is in the right of a 

mafter to give or to withhold it. The claim of 

juil:ice is firm and peremptory. We Jlcceive fa­

vours with a fenfe of obligation and kindnefs; 
but we would inforce our rIghts, and the {pirit of 
freedom in thi!> exertIOn cannot take the tone of 
fupplication or of thankfulnef.'l, without betray­
ing itfdf. cc You hJ.ve tntreated OEtavius," fays 
Brutus to CIcero, " th,lt he would fpare thofe who 
~, fbnd faremoll: amon~ the citizens of Romt'. 
U What if Iw wIll not? ]\.1u(1 we pen!h? Yes. 

~, rather than owe our f..lfery to Illm." 

LIBERTY is a risht ~vhich, every Illlliviuual mull 
be ready to vindicat~ for hmlftlf, and \\ hlch he 
who pretends to bcitow as a fJvour, ha:, by that 
very act,in relluy denied. Evtn polItical efl.lbldh­
menrs, thollgh they appear to be independent of 

the will and arbitration of men, cannot be relIed 
on for the preiervation of freedom; thty may 
nouri!h, but !haul.:! n()t fuperfede that firm and 
refolute fpirit, with which the liberal mind I~ al­
ways prepared to re!il1 inLhgnIt1es~ ,1m] to refer 
its lafcty to ideIf. 

WERE 11 nation, therefore, given to be moulded 
by a fovercign, as the clay IS put into the hands 
of the potter, this projeet of be,ftowing liberty on 
a people who :1r!" aCtually ferVl1~, is, perhaps, of 
aU others the moR: difficult, and requires moil: to 
be executed in filcnee, and with the dee~eil: re­
fen·c. Men !lrc qUll.hficd to receive this bleffing, 

only 
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only in proportion as they are made to ~pprehend 

theIr own rights; and are made to refpea the juft 

pretenfions of mankrnJ, in proportion as thf'Y 
are willing to fufl:ain, in their own perfons, [he' 

burden of government, and of national defc:nce; 

:lnd are willing to prefer the engagements of a 
liberal mInd to the enjoymcnt of noth, or the 
delufive hopes of a fafety purchafed by fubmiffion 
and fear. 

I SPEAK with refpea, and, if I may be allowed 

the expreffion, even WIth Indulgence, to thofe who 

are intruf1ed with hIgh prelogatlvcs in the poli­
tIcal (vf1em of natIons. It is, llldeed, (duom their 

fault that fiates are lO(1aved. What Jbould be 

expeCted from them, but that bC:lDg aEtu,ltcu by 
human dcfil es, they lhould be avcr(e tQ dlf..lP­
pOliltment, or even to lleIay; and in the ardour 

wIth wluch they purflJe thClf aLjcE!:, that they 

fllOUld bleak through the barner!. that would ftop 
their cafeer? If mIllions reet'de bdote fingle 
men, and renates are pafEvt", .l!. if compofed of 

member!. who had no oplDion or fenfe of theIr 
own i on whofe fide have the defellces of frec­
dom gIven way, or to whom 01:111 we irnputc their 
fall? To the fllbjeCt, who hJ.s deferred' hls fb­
'don; or to the fovereign; WflO h:1~ only remained 
in his OWn i and who, If the col1art:r.l1 or [lIbor~ 

din<ite members of government 111a11 ccafe to 

quef1:io!!~hi~ powtr"nlw(l cor:t,i,~ue to govern wah. 
OUt rcfrr,ajnt ? < 

h 
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IT ia well known, that conilitutions (ramed for 
tne prefervaion of liberty, muff confift Of many 
prts; and that knues. popular ad'cmbties. ~ourti 
of juftice, magiffrates of dt1ferent orders, muff 
combine to oalance eaeD other, wnile they cxcr­
cife. (uA:ain, or check tht executive power. If 
any part' is ftruck OUt, the (aorick muft totter, or 
tJ.l1 i if any rriemoer i1- ~r$~ the! O(h~fs diutr 
encroach. In atfemblies conftituted by t1'le'n of 
different talents" habita, and apprchcnfions, it were 
ibrt1ething more tnan human (Putt couhf make 
them agree in tvery point of i1'r'lpotrance i' hav­
ing difFerent opinions ,and views) it were want of 
itnegrity to abftain from dlfputts: Our very' 
prai(~ of'urtanirhity t therefore. is to be' confidered . 
• , a danger to liberty. We willi {ot it at the 
hazlltd 0( taking in its place the temiffntfs o( 
men grown indifferent to the public J the vena .. 
lifY of thoft! who have fold the tights of their 
Country i or the (ervility of others, who give im ... 
pli-cit obedience to a leader by whom their minds 
ate fubdued. The love of the public, and re'" 
fpea to its laws. arc: the points in whIch man. 
kind are bound to agree i but if, in matters of 
controverfy, the {cnfe of any individual OT partr 
is invariably purfued, che cau(c' of {retdbm i" 
already betrayed. 

HA whore o1Ii~ it is to golfe'ni ~ ruplne at .n 
abjea people, cantlOl', (or a' momelir. cpfe dJ 
extend his powers. Every neCUUClff of l~, 

ncr/' 
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every movement or the ftate, every tivil and 
military oper.ationJll in which his power is cexerted, 
muft ferve to confirm his authority, and prefent 
him to the view of the public as the role objeCl: 
of (:onr~erationJ fear, and rcfpecr. Thofe very 
eftablifhments which were devifed, ill one: age, 
to limit or to direct the ex.erciie of an execmive 
power, will ferve, in another»" to remove obftruc­
tions, and to fmooth its way. they will point Out 

the channels m which it may run, without giving 
offence, or without excJtlng alarms, asd the very 
councils whIch were lDftituted. to check its i"... 
croachments,. Will, in a tune of corruption,. furni1b 
an aid tQ Its uf urpations. 

TH£ paffion for independence, and the love 
of dominion, frequently anfe from a C'ommon 
fource: There is, In both, all averuon to can­
emul. and he who, in one fituation, cannot IiOilE 
a fuperlor,. may, in another, dillike to be joined 
with an equal. 

,,\VHAT the prince, under a pure or limited mo­
narchy, is,. by [he conftitucion of his country, th.,. 
kader of a fadion would willingly becOO1e in re­
publican governments. Jf he attains (0 this en­
'~ed condicion, his own inclination7 or the ten. 
dency of human ~alrs» (cem to open before hill) 
th~ career of a royal ambition: but the circum­
ftance~ in Which he is deftincd to att, ~ vcry . " dift'ereat flom chofe or a king. He encounter. 

with 
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with men, who are unufed to difparity j he is 
otifiged, for his own tecurity) to hold the dagger 
continually unfheathed. When he hopes to be 
fafe, he poffibly means to be juft j but is hurried, 
from the fim moment of his ufurpation, into 
every exercife of defpoticaI power. The heir of 
a crown has no fuch quarrel to maintain with· his 
fubjects: his fituation is flattering; and the heart 
mufl: be uncommonly bad that does not glow 
with affection to a people, who are at once his 
admirers, his fupport, and the ornaments of his 
reign. In him, pelhap~, there is no explicit de­
fign of tr{'fpalling on the rights of his tubjecrs i 
but the forms intended to plcferve th<:ir free­
dom are nor, on this account, :11\\ J.y::. fafe in 
his h:mds. 

SLAVERY has been impofed upon mankind in 
the wantonnefs of a depraved ambition, and ty­
rannical cruelties have been cornmitted in the 
gloomy hours of jC.lloufy and terrol : yet thefe 
demons are not necdTary to the creation, or to rhe 
fupport of an arbitr,uy powt'r. Although no po­
licy was ever tn(ilrc fuccd;flll than that of the 
1t.Olllan republic in main taming a national for­
tune.> ye\:' fllbjects, as well as their princes, fre. 
quently imagine that fre~dom is a clog on the 
proceedings of government: they jmagine~ that 
defpoticnl power is bel\ fitted to procure dif­
patch and fecrecy in the exect1tion of public 
councils j to maintain wha; they are' plelfied to 

~ 'c~L 
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call political order·) and to give a fpeedy redre. 
of complaints. They eyen fometimes acknow­
ledge, that if a fucceffion of good princes could 
be fc)Ul1ll, defpotical government is beft ca1cu­
lated for the happinefs of mankind. While they 
reafon thus, they cannot blame a foverelgn, who" 
In the confidence that he is to employ IllS power 
for good purpofes, endeavours to extend its li­
mits J and, in his own apprehenfion, ftrives only 
to iliake off [he reftraints which {bnd in [he ,way 
of reafon, and which prevent [he effect of hili 
friendly intentions. 

THUS prepared for ufurpation, let him, at thet 

head of a free frate, employ the force with which 
he is armed, to crulh [he feeds of apparent dif .. 
order in every corner of his domimons; l~t him 
dfeClually curb the fpi~t of dlifenfion and vari­
olllee among his people j let him remove [he inter-

• Our noti. of Older III Civil (ociety being taken (rom the 
,n~l()gy of fubjetls inanimate and dead, is frequently falfc ; 
we confider commotion and aehon as contrary to its nature; 
\\·e think that obeaienct', fecrecy, and the fllent paning of 
anur~ through the hands of a few, are its real confbtucnts. 
The good' order of fiones in a wall, H their being properly 
fixed in the place. for which tlley are hewn; were they to 
ftir, the building mull: fall: but the good order of men in fo­
ciety, is their being placed where they are properly qualified 
to aCt. The firii is a fdbric;k made of dead and Inanim:lte 
pam, UlC~[ecGDd is made of livUlg and afiive members. When 
we reek ift fociety for the order of mere inaBion and tranquil. 
lity, ,"'e forwet the nature of our fubjefi, and lind the order 
ot Ravts) DO' ,hat of freel'Jtet. 

G.g rUpliona 
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• ptions·to government, arifing from the refrac­

tory humours and the private interefis of his 

fubjeCts; let him colleCt the force of the fiate 
ag,ainfl its enemies, uy availing himfelf Gf all it 
can furnifh 10 the way.of taxation and perronal 
fervlce: it is extremely probable that, even under 
the direction of willies for the good of mankmd, 
he may break through eve"ry barrier of liberty, 
and eftabhfh a defpottfin, while he flatterS hlm­

felf ~hat he only follows the d1ctates of fenfe and 
propriety. 

WHEN we fuppofe government to have be­
!towed a degree of tranqUIllity which we iome­
times hope to n:ap from It, .IS the beft of its 
fruits, and public J.tt"dirs to proceed, in the {eve­
roll deJ'lartments of leglfiJtlOI1 and executIon, WIth 
the leafi: pomble mterrufltion to commerce and 
lucratIve arts; fHCh a HatC', like that of Chma 

) 

by throwing alf,urs into feparate offices, where 
conduCt confifis in detail, and in the'lf'obfervance 
of form<;, by fl.lperfeding all the exertions of a 
great or a liberal mind, is mort: akl£l to defpotifi:n 
th:m we: are apt to im:lglncw 

\VIIETfH:R oppreflion, injuflice, and crudtr, 
an! the only evds \\hich a[[e~d on dc:fpotical go­
vel nment, nl..ly be conGdcred apart. In the mean 
time it is fuffirient to obfc:rve, that liberty is never 

i.l gle:ltl'r d.lOger than it is when we m~afure na­
tional felicity by the bleOings which a prince may 

b.e!t~~ 
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bdlow, or by the mere tl angullhr1 W'.i-:!l molY 

attlnd on equllJ.blc J.dll1lOdh,ltlOn. The tG\'c­
reign may dJzzl~ with' h~s hcrole llualmet; he 
ma]ltproteCl h~~ JubJcch In the ellJOyment of evtry 
.wW1J.l advJn;.age Of pklf\.lr.:. but the benefits 
anfing f: om hbt:l ty oln; ut" a dltfcn:lJt forr. they 

ale not the fruit" of a Virtue, and of a goodncl:', 

which operate In the breaft: of one lllan, bl'tr tl~ 
communication of virtue Itfdf to many; and fueb 

a dlil:! Ibutlon offunaions in clvtl1ocle:y, as gives 

to n\lmbers the exercifes and occupallons whi<.h 
pertain to'thell n:Ullre. 

THE beft conftitutions of government are at­

tended With WCOnVl'OlCnCe J ,mti the exerCl1e of 

liberty may) on many oecalion!>, give nle to com­
plalllts. \\ hen we ar~ mtent on refor:llIng.abufcs, 
the abure~ of frecdo?h may lead liS to~ncroach on 
the {ubjeCt (10m ~hllh they ,ue fuppoll:d to M,le. 

Defpotlfrn Itklf ha~ ccrt,lll1 adv,lntJg(~) or at 
lcaft, in time') of ciVility and rnOdel<ltlOn, may 

proc.ec:d wnh fo lmle offence, ,l~ to gl \'e 0') I ILl b­

lie alarm. T!1t-fe clfcum(bncn l1UY kJd In:lll­

kind, 10 the very fptrlt of rdurtnation, or by 
mere inattention, to apply or ro aJIl11t ot dJII­

gerous innovations In the ihte of their ·pollcy. 

Sq.VERY, however; is not .llways introduced 

by IdJiftake j It IS fometlmes ImpokJ 10 the Ipmc 
of violence and rapine. Princes bt'come corrupt .. 
ai wtll as their people, and wh.lt~ver mar have 

G g :;: bt:t"n 
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been the 6rigin of defpotical government, its pre­
ten.nons~ when fully declared, give rife between 
the fOvereign and hi~ fubJects to a conteO: which 
force alone can decide. Thefe prctenfions lave 
a da~gerous afpea to the perCon, tile propert}Yor 
the life of every fubject:; they alarm every par­
fion in the human breaft; they dlfturb the fu­
pine; they deprive the venal of his hire; they 
declare WltJ' on i&e corrupt as well as the yirtuou-s. 
they are tamely admitted onlyty the coward I 
but evert to him mull: be [upported by a force 
.at can ".ark on his feal s. This force the con­
queror brings from abroad 7 and the domeftic 
tlfurper endeavours to find 10 his facrion at home. 

WHEN a people is accllftomed to arms, it is 
difficult;, for a part to fubduc the whole j or be­
fore dle cftablifhment of di.phncd armies, it is 
difficult for any ufurper to govern the many by 
the help of a few. Thefe JltTICUltICS, however, 
the pohcy of CIVilized and commercial nations 
has fometimes removed J and by formmg a dif­
tinction between civil and Inlhtary profeffions,. 
by committing the keeping and the enjoyment of 
liberty to different hands, has prepared the way 
for the dangerous alb.lnce of facbon wah mili­
tary power, 10 oppofiti0l! to mere pohtical forms,· 
and the rights of manklOd. 

A PiOPLE who are difarmed in compliance with 
this fatal refinen)enr, have re1'l:ed their Ji-fety ~n 
the pleadings of reafon and of juLbce at the tri-

7 buna'l· 
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hunal of amb.n and of force. In iUch an ex­
tremity Jaws are quoted, and fenators are affem­
bled in vain. They who compofe a legiflature, 
or who occupy the civil departments of ftate, 
may deliberate on the meffages they receive from 
the camp or the court; but if the bearer, like 
the centunon who brought the petition of Oc­
tavius to the Roman fenate, lhew the hilt of 
the (word *, they find that petitions are become 
commands, and that they themfdvel> are become 
the pageants, not the repofitories. of foverelgn 
power. 

THE refietbons of this fecbon maIY be une­
qually applied to n.ltIom of uneq ual extent. Small 
communities, however corrupted, are not pre­
pared for defpotlcal government: Theis mem­
bers, crowded together, and contiguous to the 
feats of power, never forget their relation to the 
public; they pry, With habits of famllt.mty and 
freedom, mto the pretenfions of thofe who would 
rule i and where the love of equaltty, and the 
fenfe of juIbce, have failed, they act on motives 
of faCtion, emulation, and envy. The exiled 
Tarquin had his adherents at Rome j but If by 
their means he had recovered hIS fiat lOn, ·it is pro­
bable that, in the exercife of his royalty, he mllfi: 
have entered on a new fcene of contention with 
the .,cry party that rettored him to power. 

• Soeton. 
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IN pr6portion as territory is e.nded, its parts 
lofe their relative importance to the whole. Its 
inhabitants ceafe to perceive their conneCtion with 

the {tate, and are feldom united in the execution 

of any national, or even of any faaious defigns. 
Difrance frorTI the feats of adminiftration, and 
indifference to the perfons who tontend for pre­
ferment, teach the m~orit}, to wnfiJer themfelves 
as the fubjetts of a fovereignty, not as the mem­
bers of a political body. It is even ~em<lrKable, 

tholt enlargefient of territory, by rendering the 
iOllivldual or"lef!> cQ'lfeguence to the J uhllC, and 
lefs able to intrLlrle_ \':lt11 hIS connfeI) aCtullly tellds 

to rel'llce~atiol1al afj~ms within a narrower COlll­

paj~, a" well as w dll11!llifll the numbel5 who arc 

confllh:d in iegil1atl0n) or In 9t1H:r mJttt rs of 
£;ovel flm~nt. 

THE. (hfoders to v.hich a f';lcat empIre lS C',­

poled, rcqUlrt fpe:dv prt:ventlon, vlgll.,nec, ;]IlJ 

qUIck. LXtCut10n. Ddt.lnt prov nets 111ull be 
kept In !llb'cthon by mll1il! v rO:-(t; and the dlC­

t.Hol'l,d powtr~, whICh, In free tl.lCC'>, arc f"ume­

tllne~ rd:f~d to quell lil!Ut re(:hom, or to oppok 
Cl~ht:r o,:-cillional n'ils, appt":lr, under a ct'rram ex­

tent of 'c\onHnlOl1, a: ail tImes equalJy necelTary 
to (,/pc-nd th(~ dln:)lutt0n o( a body, whole parts 
wen' aifemblt:(l, :J.'ld rnn[1' be' tcmcl1ted, by mea-

1UI'lS forcible. decdive"and ft'cret, Among tbe 
"irclIm!hnces) ttlerefore, whicll, in rhe event of 
n:ltional profpenty> ::l.nd in the refule of '=Oll>nter­

etal art .. ) lead to t;le dt.l.blii111l1t'llt of dc:poril~l .. 
the;!: 
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there is none, perhaps, that arrives at thi~ [er-
• 

mination with fo fure an aim, as the perpetual 
en~argement of territory. In every ftatt:) the 
freedom of Its members depends on the balance 
and adjufrment of its interior parts; and the ex­
iftence of any fuch freedom among m<H1kinrT, 
depends on the balance of nations. In the pro­
gn:[s of conqueG;. thofe who are fubducd are raid 
to have loft their liberties; cut from fhe hIllory 
of mankind, to conquer, or to be c0I111uercd, h~~ 
appeared, 10 eIfett~ t~e fame. 

Gg4 S E C-
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SEC T ION VI. 

01 the Progrifs and Termination of DeJpotif",. 

M AN K I ND~ when they degenerate, and tend 
to their ruin, as well as when they improve, 

and gain real advantages" frequently proceed by 
flow" and a.lmoft infenfible fteps. T(, during ages 
of aCtivity and vigour, they fill up the meafure 
of Rational greatnefs to a height which no buman 
wifdom could at a difbfJce forefee; they 'l~tlOllly 
incur, in ages ~f relaxatIOn and weakne[s, many 
cvib which their fears did not fuggeft, and wluch~ 
perhaps, they had'thought far removed by the 
tide of Cuecefs and profperity. 

WE IlOlve already obferve(l, that where men .re 
remits or corrupted, the vIrtue of their leader'll 
or the good mtention of theIr ma9ttl:rates, will 
not alw~ys fecure them In the poifeffio'l of poli­
tical freedom. ImpliCIt fubmiffion to any leadt:rJ 

or the \In('ontrouled exercife of any pwer, even 
when it i~ intended to opel ate for the good of 
lnanl..ind, may frequently itnd in the fubverfion 
of legal eftabli,!hments. This fatal revolution, 
by whateV'er means it IS' accomphlbed, terminates 
in military government i and this, though the 
fimpleft of all governments, i~ rendered com­
plete by degrees. In the fira: period of its cxer­
cdt- over men who have aaed 25 membt:rs of a 
fret: comm\1nity~ it can have onl)' laid th~foun& 

dation .. 
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dation" not completed the fabric, of ~ derpotical 
policy. The ufurper who has polTeffed, with ,n 
army, the centre of a great empire, fees around 
him, perhaps, the thartered temains of a former 
conftitution; he may hear the murmurs of a re­
luClant and unwilling fubmiffion; he may even 
fee danger in the afpeCt: of many, from whore 
hanos he mJ.Y have wrefted the fword, but whore 
minds he has not fubdued, nor reconciled to his 
power. 

Tm: fenfe of perronal rights, or the precenfion 
to privilege and honours, which remai~ among 
certain orders of men, are fo many bars in the 
way of a recent ufurpation. If they are not fuf­
fered to decay with age, and to wear away 10 tb,e 
progrefs of a growing corruption, theY'muO: be 
broken with viotence, and the entrance ·to every 
new acceffion of power muft be ftained with 
blood. The effect, even in this cafe, is frequently 
tardy. The Roman fpirit, we know, wa!. not en­
rirely extinguifhed under a fucceffion of mallers, 
and under a repeated application of b)ooJ~ed 
and poifon. The noble and refpeCt:able f,"nily 
frill afpired to its origi!aI honourli: 1'he hifrory 
of the republic, the writings of former times, the 
monuments of illuftrious men, and the lerron! of 

~ 

philofophy fraught with heroic conceptions, con-
tinued to nourith the r~ul in "tiremeor, and 
fqrmed thok emi!l~t charaae~s) whofe elevation, 
,nd whofe fate,' are, perhaps, the molt affecting 

Jubjecb 
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fubje&s of human ftory. Though tllJable to op~ 
pofe the general bent to fervihty, they qecame, 
on accouqt of their fllppofcd inclinations, objeC1:~ 
of difrruft a.nd averfton ~ and wenr made to pay 
with their blood, the price of a fentiment "which 
they fonc:rca in iUenc(:, and which glowed only ill. 
the hear~~ 

W RILE defpotifin proceeds in its progrefs7 by 
what principle is the fovereign conduCted in t1~e 
~hoice of meafures that tend to eftabhlh his go­
vernment? By a IUtftaken apprehenGon of his 
own good, fometimes even that of his peoplc;, 
and by the defire which he feels on every pam­
('u\ar occafion, to remove the obftructions which 
impede the execution of his will. When he ha.s 
fixed a refolutlon, whoever rcafons or remon£l:rates 
againft it is an enemy i when his mind IS elated, 
whoever pretends to eminence, il.nci is difpoft..d to 
aB: for himfelf, is a rival. He would leave IIO 

dignity in the ftate, but what IS dependent on 
himfelf i no aCtive power, but what carries the 
expleffion of his momentary plea[ure •.• GUIded 
by a perceptIOn as unerring as that of Inilinct, he 
never fails (0 feleCt the Roper obje-Ets of his anti­

pathy or of his favour. The afpect of independ­
ence repels him i tholt of fervility attracts. The· 
tend.ncr of his adminiftrat'ion ·is to quiet every 
reftlelS fpirit, and to ~rrU[l1e. every runcbon of . 

• Illfurgc:rc pa~tim, J'tUlnia (:lnatllS. 1ftagill:ratuuJn. legll~ 
il\ (e, ttahe re. 
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govern!11ent to himfelf*. 'When th~ power is 
adequate to tbe end, It operates as much in the 
hands of thole who do not pt:rceive the termina­
tion, as it does HI the hands of other!. by whom 
it is beft underftood: The mandates of either~ 
when juft, illOUld not be dllp\lced, when erro­
neous or wrong, they an: [upeorrcd by force. 

You muft dlc, was the anfwer of OJ:avius to 

every [mt from a people that Implored 1m mercy. 

It was the ientcnce wInch iome of 1m fu,-cdlors 
pronounced againfl every citizt"'1 til It wa:. ("111l1t"nt 

lor his birth or 11i!. VlrrlJe~. ,Bur:1.J c the evils of 
defpot1l'rn confined to the crl,e\ and lJn.'suinary 
methods, by which a recent dOl1llilll)1l over a rc­

fraClory anu a turbulent people J~ eCl.1blIfhed or 
maintained? And is de,nll the f',lrate 11:.' c.1i..ll11iLV 

""hlch can amid manl"Jml \1'1der an dhhlJ(hment 
by whIch they arc diverted of .111 11. t ir r:ghrs? 
Thq arc, 111lkd, freql1ently f,!H~ rcd tll )iv~j but 
dil1rult and Jl'olit;\I,y, the fen!"e of fJl:rfutlallJltan­
nef~, tnd til" aqXletle~ willch an1c frorn the cal e 
of a wretched lntcrcft, arc m:hie- ttl po{l'Lfs tbe 
louJ; every ciClzen IS redtled to a Oave; and 
every charm by whic,", the COl1lll1tlnltY englged 
as members, has ceafll] to cxiit. O~)edience is 

• It h n.liculnu~ to hear men of 11 rdl1di ambition, who 
\~/),!IJ he the only actors in evety fcen(', fulrtet1mes romplrtin 
of a refractory fpir~ in manki,nJ; ... If the IdttJe dl(rolinoD. 
f"IID which the)"dcAre to ufurp c"ery (')flic~, Old not 1Ilchne 
,n:'; other perron tl\ rC;l{on alld to ael.lt 1:J.!~ for himfo!f. 

tbe 
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the only duty that remains, and tlUs is e~a:ed by 
force. If, under fuch an eftabli1hment,. it be ne­
ce1fary to wienefs fcenes of debafement and hor­
ror, It the hazard of catchlDg the infection, death 
becomes a relief; and the libation which Thl'afea 
was made to pour from his arteries, is to be con­
frdered as a pr~per facrifice of gratitude to Jove 
the Dtliverer •• 

OPPRESIION and cruelty are not always necef­
fary to defpQ,ical government j and even when 
prefent, are but a part of its evils. It is founded 
on corruption, and on the fupprefiion of aU the 
~ivil aqd the political virtues; it requires its fub­
jeeh to aCt from motives of fear; it would affwage 
the patnons of a few men at the expence of man­
kind; alld would erell: the peace of [ocieey itfelf 
011 the ruins of that freedom and confidence from 
which alone the enjoyment, the force, and the ele­
vation of the human mind, are found to arlfe. 

DURING the exiftence of any free con.tution, 
and whi\ft every mdividual poffetred his rank and 
his privilege, or had his apprehenfion of peTfonal 
right!b the members of every cQmmunity \V'ere~ 

., Porreltifqu.e tUrilll'que bradw .. tlllis. pQilquam CTUOfel!\ 

dftadit. hQUlIUl\ fllpn {pargc~. propr!W "ocato O!;dore~ 
J,.,"IH_. iJlqait. JDV/.1 L.bwlljr1ri. Spe;~ juvenis; et omen 
qciden\ 1»l p~hibe&nt ; -c:eterum in ea jel¥0ra natu! es, qui­
bill 'rmtre allimQlD Gec:c.c co41ftantiblJ~ cxeJllflia. cram • 

••• ~l~ • ret, 
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[0 one another, objects of conlidetatidb and Of 
refpeCt i every point to'be carried in civil foeictt. 
required the exercife of talents, of wifdom, per. 
fualion, and vigour, lU well as of power. But it 
is the high eft refinement of a defpotical govern-' 
ment, to rule by fimple commands, and to ex· 
elude every art but that of compultion. Under 
the influence of this policy, therefore, the occa­
fions which employed and cultivated' the under­
ftandings of men, which awakened their {('Dei. 

ments, and kindled their imaginations, are gra­
dually removed; and the progrefs by which man. 
kind attained to the honours of their nature, in 
being engaged to act in [ocicey upon a liberal 
footing, was not more uniform, or lefs inter· 
rupted, than that by which they degenerate in 
this unhappy condition. 

WHEN we hear of the filence which reigns in 
the feraglio, we are made to believe, that fpeech 
itfeJf is become unneceffary j an4 [hat the figns 
of the mute are fufficient to carry the moR: im­
portant mandates of government. No arts, in­
deed, are required to maintain an afcendant 
where terror alone is oppofed to force, ",here the 
powers of tbe fc)Vcreign are delegated entire to 
every fubordinate oBjecr: Nor caR any ftMioo 
beftow a liberaliri of milll in a {cene of fiJenc~ 
and dejeaio~ whe\~ every'if,re,ft it potrdfed witb 
je.Jouf, and cau'tion:t and wbere no obJed, ~ 
apimai pleafure, remains, to balane. the fuffer-

mg~ 
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.ings of ~hc fovereign himfe1f~ or thofe of his 
fu~jea:s. 

IN other thtes, the talents of men are fame­
tip)es; improved by the exerclfes whIch belong to 
~~ eminent {t.l(ion ~ but here the ma1ter hllnfelf 
is probably the rlldeft: and lcaft cultivated animal 
of the had; he IS interIOr ro tile £lave whom he 
~aifes from a ftrvlle office to the 11rft places of 
trufi: or of dignity in his coutt. The pnmitive 
~mp\iclty V.hlCh formed ties of fanllli<1rity and 
.tG'~ction bCC\"'Ix.r the (overeign and the keeper of 
~is herd~ ., appears, in the J.bfence of all affec­
tions, ta bt: retrared, or to be counterfeited ~midil: 
~he igmlr(\\1Ce and brut-liity v.hich eqoail! cha­
raCtel'lti: all ordt'l s of men, or rather WlllCh levd 
the ran"ke>, and dellroy the ddbnfrlon of perlon') 
in a dd})Otic.ll court. 

CAPRICE and paillon are the rules of govern­
ment with the prince. Every delegate of powet 
ij left to a.ct ~y the f.1me direCtion; to ftnke 
,vhen he is provoked; to f,lVour when he is 
pleafcd. In what relates to revenue, jurlfdiaion 
or police, every governor of a province aas )ik~ 
a lea.der. in an enemy's country; comes armed 
with the terrors or fire and iword; and inftead of 
it: til", Jevies a cont'ribution by force: he rulnl. 

M fpares as either m?,ft"fV'Ci! t~is ptlrpofe. When 
t'ht damours of the oppretr.r.J, or the reputatlon 
of a treafure, an1olffcc\ at' til( t;)l~nce o~ a pro-

• See Od~ae)'. 



vince~ have reached the ears of the iovetti'gn~ 
the ext~rtloner i~ indeed made to purchafe im.­
pURity by imparting a 'ili.are, or by forfeiting the 
whole of his {poll; b?t no reparation is made to 
the injured i nay, the crimes of the mimftct are 
firll: employed to plunder the people, and after­
wards punilbed to fill the coffers of the fovereign; 

IN this total dlfcontinuance of every art that 
relares to Jult government and national policy, it 
is remarkable, that even the trade of the foldier 
is i[felf greatly neglected. Diftruft and jealoufy, 
on the part of the prince, come in aid of his ig­
norance and Incapacity; and thefe caufes opuat­
ing together, ferve to deltroy the very founda.­
tion on which his power is eltabhfned. Any un ... 
difciplined rout of armed men paffes. for an 
army, whillt a weak, dlfperfed, and unarmed 
people are facnficed to military diforuer, or ex­
pofed to depredation on the fronti~r from an ene .. 
my, whom the defire of fpoil, or the hopes or 

h .. t. ,"" conqueft, may ave drawn to ""cir neighbour_ 
hood. 

TH £ Romans extended thtir empire till they 
left no pohfued nation to be fubdued, and found 
a frontier w}uch was every where furrollnded by 
fierce .nd barb.rous. tribes j they even pierced 
through unculti~~ def~ts, in order to remove 
~o a greOltcr dlft\nce the tnPleflation of foch 
troubl.fome neighbours, and in order to poR"efs 
~e nenucs through which ,they feared ~hei' at-

- tackJ. 
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uclts.. But thil pcHicy put the flnithing ~and to 

the internal corruption of tbe frate. A few 
1ft1'lof tranquillity were fufficient to make even 
dte government f~t its danger i and~ in the 
C1Jkiyated province,. prepared for tl~ enemy w 
~ing prize and an cafy viCtory. 

WilEN, by the conqueft and annexation of every 
rich and culti'Vatcd province, the meafure of em­
pir. js foU, two parties are fufticient to c;o~ 
prebend mankind I that of tbe pacific and the 
wealrhYl who dwe'U within [he pale of empire J 

.nd that of the poor, the rapac:ioos~ and tho 
fierce, who are inured to depredation and war. 
The laft bear to the firft nearly the fame relation 
which the wolf and the hon bear to the fold J 

and they are naturally engaged in a ftate of 
hoftility. 

WER.E defpotic empire, mean-time, to continue 
ror ever unmofefted from abroad, while it retaws 
that cot+uption on which it was founded, it ap­
pears rd' "have in itfelf no principle of new life. 
and prefents no hope of reftoration to freedom 
.,ad p(lliticQ vigour. That which the defpocical 
fIJ#)tr btll.!fJlW1I, tlllmQ/ fuicltlll Uti/eft ;1 dit; it 
JOuil Wt-pith and expire by the effect of its own 
ab,re. before the h.ulnan fpirit can (pring uP' 
tReWJ or "bear th~ fUJita w~ch confti~te the 
J¥o~t _ dle (()kit, of h:.tman. nature. II! 
tittles of the ~ft d~bafernenc. indeed,. com ... 
modoM arc felt; bU~ very \lolikc the agitation~ 

ef 



of a fre,e people: they ate either the ~nies or, 
nature, .under the fufferings to whic11 tnen are 
expofed; or mere tumults, cbnfined to a few 
who ftand in arms about the prince, and whot 

by their confpirades, affaffinatiorts, and murders, 
:rerve only to plunge the pacific inhabitant iill! 
deeper in the horrors of fear or dtfpair. Scattered 
in-the provinces, unarmed, unacquainted with the 
Centiments of union and confederacy, tell:ricred 
by habit to a wretched <:economy, and dragging 
a precarious Jife on thofe poifeffiOl1s which the 
extortions of government have left; the p,eople 
Can no wnere, under thefe circumftartces, affume 
the fpirit of a community, nor form any liber~t 
combination for their oWn defence. The injnred 
fnay complain J and while he cannot obtain the 
mercy of government, he may implore the corn· 
miferation of his fellow fubjeEt. But that fcl~ 

low-fubjeCl: is comforted, th;tt the hand of op­
premon has not feized on himfdf: he ftudies 
his intereft, or fnatthes his pleafure, 'I.Inc1er that 
degree of fafety which obfcurity and conc~alment 
beftow. 

THE commercia! ar.ts~ which feem to r~qt1ite 
no foundation in tbe minds of med', b~t the re­
gatd to intereft i no encouragemtnt, but the 
hopes of gain, and i {e~te pofi"effion of pto- . 
petty. mud peritb un r the pretatious t,enure 01 
fla.ery, and un8et appl'ehmiion of d~nget 
~ troa. dte reputa~ion C,.wealth. Natidlhl 
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povettyb however, a.nd the (uppreffion of com­
merce" are the mean~ by which defpotifm come Ii 
to ~complifu its. Qwn deftruCl:ion. Where there 
are no longer any profits to corrupt, or fears to 
deter~ the chann of dominion is broken, and 
the naked Gave, as awake from a dream, is 
aftonithed to find he is free. When the fence 
is deftroyed, the wilds are open, ~nd the herd 
breaks 1oofe. The pafture of the cultivated field 
is no longer preferred to that of the defert. The 
fufferer willingly flies where the extortions of 
government cannot overtake him: where even 
the timid and the fervile may recolleCt they are 
men; where the tytant may threaten, but where 
he is known to be no more than a fellow-crea­
tuce j where he can take nothing but life, and 
even this at the hazard of hiS own. 

ACRUABLY to thls defcription, the vexations 
of tyranny have overcome, in many parts of tho 
Eait, the defire of fetdement. The inhabitants 
of a viliage quit their habitations, and infeft the 
publk ways; thofe of the valleys fly to the moun­
taint;, and, equipt for flight, or poff'eff'ed of a 
nrong hold, fubfift by depredation) and by the 
war they make on their former maften. 

THESE difordera confpire fith the impofitiolls of 
.,overn~ent to render the t'em~ing fettlemenu 
!till lefi fecure ~ B~ whi'k devaftation and fuiQ 
apfIear Qn every rule. mank.Uul are (.reed ~new 

7 qepn 



'UPOn thofe confederacies~ acquire again thlt per­
f4loa! ~4lnfidence and vi~r~ that focial attach.1 
mcnt~ that ufe of arms, wb.ich, in f4lrmer times; 
rendered a fma.ll tribe dle feed of a great na.tion J 

and which may again enable the emancipated 
flave to begin tbe career of civil and commercial 
arts. When human nature appears in the ut­
moll: ftate of corruptionJ it has aCtually begun 
to' reform. 

IN this manner, the fcenes of human life have 
been frequently fhifted. Security and prefump­
tion forfeit the advantages of prorperity; rero­
lution and conduct retrieve the ills of adverfity; 
and mankind wIllIe they have nothIng on which 
to rely but their vIrtue, are prepared to gain 
every advantage; and while they confide moll: in 
their good fortune, are moil: expofed to feel its 
reverfe. \Ve are apt to draw thefe oblervations 
into rule; and when we are no longer willing to 
aCl:: for our country, we plead, ip excufe of our 
own weaknefs or folly, a fuppofed fatality in hu­
man affairs. 

THE inftitutions or men, if not ca1cUt¥ed for 
the prefervation or virtue, are: in9*, liktJy to 
have an end as well as a beginning: But 1b long 
as ·they are efFeaual to ~bis p~" .. have 
at. all times an eq,»al!~ipl~ 4 ~ife" which no· 
thIng but an ext.W4aI c Cd ~ i no na': 
tion ever rufFered-'! Mal _'~t from the 
vice t>f·its·membcrs. We arc fometime~wiIling 
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0/ the Progrifs, &c. Part"trI, 

to acltnowledge this vice in our countrvmen; 
..tut who ever was willing to ackn6wle~g~ It in 
l1imfelf? It may be fuifpetted, however, that we 
GO more than acknowledge it, when we ceafe to 
oppofe its effeCt:s~ _d when we plead a fatality, 
which, .. at leall, in the breaft of every il1di'\Tidual, 
is dependent on himfelf. Men of real fortitudeJ 

integrity, and ability, are well placed in every 
fcene. they reap, in every condItion, the princi­
pal enjoyments of their nature i they are the 
Ihappy inftruments of Providence employed for the 
1!ood of mankind; or, If we muft change tillS 
language, the v thow, that whIle'they are delhne(f 
to live, the ftatcs they compo[e are hkewi[e doom. 
er\ by the fa.tes to furvive, and to profper. 

~ .. } ';r H E END • 
.... / t',.,. 
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