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tinued to ~r d~t thartin 1ha~ of any other 
alilDti. Not onl, the iodi.yitlual adva.pces. '-'00'1 
infancy to manhoocl~ but th~ fpecies i.tfelf trom 
rudenef~ to civilit~ti()n. Hence the fuppofed de
partUre of mankind froq1' the ftate of rtla'r aature w 

henceCl1KC~njc:6ttJreslJl)d difftrent opimOO8of what 
man mbft have been in the firlt age of hi~ being. 
The poet, the hiftorian, and the moralift frequently 
allude to-this an.cieht time, and under the cmblems 
of gold~ or of iron, reprefent a condition, and a 
mlll1ner of tire" from which mankind have either 
degenerated, or on w~ch they have greatly im
proved. On either fuppofition, the firft ftate of 
our nature maft have borne no refimblance to what 
men have ~ibited in allY fubfequent period; hif
corieal mormmentsJ even of the earlieft date, are t() 
be cootideredas novelties; and. the moR commo' . 
4tftablifhments o[ human fociety are to be claffed 
amongpe enereachmcRts which fraud, eppref
ion~ or &..bufy invtncion ... ,_have ll1ail~ uRQn the 
reign of nature~ by which the chief of our griev
anc~s or ble1fini$ W~ ~q,rally with-held. 

AMolla.ae Writers whe bave attetrlpted t&dif· 
tinpi.(h,. ia 1ht human ~h~,aacz;.. its original q\til
liit1cs, and to 'JI'*at out the limits betweefi nature 

,and art, r,.- hwc ~tea ~ittd in theilF 
&r& c61aditiop, u pe&l5:4 of mere aairf:al fenGbi
Z;:itlloutaQ,a,rcife C#tTIit raC\llde, that tender 

, ' fuptrior fO 1he ~1\1~ without tay politital 
1!I;Rem; wit'heGt IIlf Jae&b$ or uptaibiag their fen

timtnts,. 
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timenu" and Cflft without pdrcmltg any of the 
apprehenfiolls and p4"1I'wns which the voice u.d 
the gefture arc. fo well fitted to cxprefs. Oth~1 

have made the ftate of nature to confift in perpe
tual wars lciftdltd by tompt:tition for dominion and 
intereft, where every indi¥idual had a feparate 
C}uarrel with his kind, and where the prefence Qf 
a fellow-creature was th~ figna! of battle. 

THE defire of laying the foundation of a favour
ite fyitertl, or a fond expea:ation~ perhaps~ tha.t 
we may be able to penetrate the fecr~ts of llatlltC, 

to the very Couree of exiftcllce, have, on chi, f~b
ject, led to many fruitlrfs inquiries, and given 
rife to many wild fuppofitions. Among tbe varioua 
qualities which mankind poffefs, we feletl: one or 
a few particulars on which to eftablilh a d~Ofy. 
and in framing our ac~ount of-what rna.n lVaJ,n 

fame ~aglflary ftate of nature, we ovedpok whal 
he has always appeared within the r~h of our 
own obfervatlon, and in the records o(luUory. 

IN every other inftance, however, the natural 
hifiorian thinks himfelf ooligect to colica: faas, 
not to oifer coqjelture!. When ~t treats of any 
panicular fpecia of animals, he fuppofes mat tbeir 
prefent ciifpofition, ~ inttinttl are the famewhie&' 
they originelly had', and that tlleir prefcat mlftKr 
of We it a conti.D\~ance of their firft dcftm.iQD~ 
He admits, that .j, knowledge of the mite.;,! 
tv ftem of the world «lofitb in & collttUon of tIa~ 

B 2 Of 
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or at moff,1Iih gent"ral tenets derived from parti

cular obfervltions and experiments. It is only in 
what'relates to himfdf, and in trftltters the moft 
important and the molt ~a(jJy knowh, that he 
fubftitutes hypothefis imlead of realiry, and c('n
founds the provinces I()f imaginAtion and reafon, 
of poetry and fcience. 

BUT wIthout entering any further on qt1efii6ns 
either in moral or phylicallubjeCts, relatIng to the 
manMr or to the ongin of our knowledge; wirh
out any dlfpatagemcntto tholt fulmlty which would 
analyfe every fentlment, and trace every mode of 
being to its (otlrce; it may be fafelv affirmed, 
That the charaCter of man, as he now exifis, that 
the laws of his animal and mtelleCtual fyfrem, on 
which his happinefs now depends,deferve ollr prin
ci'pal ftudy; and t'hat general pnnciples rebtlng to 
this or any other fubjeet) arc ufcful only fa far as 
they are founded on jun obfervation, and lead to 

the knowledge of Important confeqtlences, or fo 
far as they enable us to aCt. with fuccefs when we 
would apply eithu the intelleCtual or the phyfic.ll 
powers of nature, to the pnrpofes of human life. 

IF both the earlieft and the lateCl: accounts col
leCted from every quarter of the earth, reprefent 
mankintl as affetl\hled In troo·ps and companies; 
and the individual always joined by afi'etl:iOll to 
party! while be is poffibly oftt'ofed to another; 
'tmploy.ed in the exoercife of rtcoUe8:ion and fore-

figh,r j 
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fight j inclined to communicate his own fenti

roents, aod to be made acqua~vted with thofc of 
others; thd'e facts mull: be admitted as .the founda
tion of all our rea{onmg relative to man. His 
mixed difpofi[lon to frieQd~ip or enmity, his rea
fon, his ufe oflanguage all(il articulate iounds, like 
the 1hape and the ereCt pofitlOn of IllS body, are to 
be confidered as fo many attributes of hIS nature: 
t~y are to be retained in h,s defcriptlon, as the 
wing and the paw are in thac of the eagle 'Ind th~ 
lion, and as different degrees of fiercenefs, vigl. 

lance, timidity, or fpeed, have a place in the na
tura) hlfiory of dJfferenc animals. 

IF the queftion be put, What the mind of man 
could pertorm, when left Co It(dt, Jnd WithOut the 
aId of any foreign dudbon? we <ire to look for 

our an[wer in the luftory of ma~kind. PartinJJar 
expenments which have been found 10 ufeful in 
eftabltfhing the pnnciples of other fciences, could 
probably, on ChIS fubJea, teach us noching im
portant, or new: Weare to take the hIflory of 
every achve being from his comluCt in the fituation 
to whICh he i!o formed, not from hIS appearance in 
any forced or uncommon condition; a wild man 
therefore, caught in the woods, where he had al
ways lIved apart from his fp¢cies, is a fingular in
ftance, not a fpecimen of any general charalt:er. 
As thclLnaromy of the eye which had never received 
the imP*flions of light, or that of an ear whichilad 

never felt the jmpulfe of founds, wdbld probably 

B 3 exhibit 



exhibit defeCts in the very ftruCture of the organs 
themfelves~ arifin, from their -flot being appht:d to 
their proper fuochons; fa any particular caic of this 
fort would only lhew in what degree the powers of 
apprehenfion and fentj,mint could eXlft'where they 
had not been employe90 and 'What would be the 
dt'feCt~ and hnbecilitlcs of a heart in which the erno· 
tions that arire in fociety had never been fdt. 

• • 
.MANKIN 0 are to be taken in groupes, as they 

have always fubfifted. Th~ hiftory of the Indlvldu. 
al is but a detail of the fentiments and the thoughts 
he h4s enfertamed in the view of his fpecles: and 
every experiment relative to this f\JbjeB: fuould be 
made with enure focietles. not with fingle men. 
We have every reafon, however~ to believe, that 
in the cafe of fuch an experiment made, we fhall 
fUJlpofe. with a cplooy of children tranfplanted 
from the nurfery, and It:ft to form a fociety apart, 
lmtaught~ and llndifciplmed, we fhould only have 
the· fame things repeated, which, in fQ, many dif
ferent parts of the earth, have been tran[aete-d al
ready. The members of our little fociety would 

'feed and fleep, would' herd together and play, 
would have a langu. of th~r own, would qU&foT 

reI and divide, 'Wt)uld be to one another the moil: 
imppnant objetls of the [cene, and, in the ardour 
of'their friendfuips ~nd competition$, 'Would over
look their perfonal danger~ and fufpend the care 
of t'heir felf-prefervation. Has not the human 
f~cc been pt~~ted like the coJony in queftion 1 

W~Q , , 
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Who has dire~c:d th~ courfc f whofe: inftruCtion 
have they heard i oF" whofe example have- they 
followed ? 

N ATUllE, therefore, we !hall preful'l'Ie l having 
given tQ ~Vtry arumal iA mode of exifience, iti 
difpoQtlQns and manner o'r liff:J has .dealt equally 
with the human race, and the natural hiftorian 
WJlO would collett the properties of thIs fpecies, 
may fill lip every a'mele now as well as he could 
have done in any former age. The 3ttaJ ntnents of 

-the parent dO' OOt dt:fcend in the blood of his 
children, nor is ..the progrefs of m.an to be ronfi
dercd as a J>hyfical mutatIon of the fpeclcs. The 
individual, in every age) has the fame race to run 
from infancy to manhood, and every infanr, or ig
norant perfon, now, i!. a model of what man was in 
his ongInal {late. He enters on hiS career wah ad
vantages peculIar to his age; b~J[ his natur.al tdent 
is probably the.fame. The uk and appltcation of 
this talent is changing, and men continue their 
works in progreffion through many ages together: 
They build on foundations laid by their anceftors ; 
and in a fuccdlion of yc:ar&, tend cd a pcrfedion in 
the applicarjpn of th~r facuAies, to which [he aid 
oflong experience is requir;Ct, and to whicf1..l.nany 
generatIons mull have combined their endeavours. 
We obferve the progrefs they have mad~; we dif
tinClly equmerate many of ita fteps _ we: can tra:ce 
them back to a dift-ant antiquity; of which no re
cord remalDS" nor any monument iii pn:[;rved, to 

B ... inform 
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inform us what were the opelUngs.of thi, wQl'l(i~,
ful fcene. The canfequt'nce is, that inftead 0£: at
tending to the character of our fpecies, where tbe 
particulars are vouched by the fureft authority. 
we endeavour to trac~ if through ages and fcenes 

~'\lnknown; and, inftea9 of fuppofing that the be
. tinning of our fiory was nearly of a piece with the 
fequelJ we think ourfelves walramed to reject every 
cin:umftance of our prefent condition and frart.e, 
as adventitlous,'I< and foreign to our rJarure. The 
:progrefsof mankind, from afuppof~ ftateof animal 
1enfibility J to the attainment of rcafon, to the ure 
of language, and to th£ habit of foelety, has been 
aecordlOgly painted with a force of imaglOatlon, 
and its neps have been marked with a boldnefs of 
invention, that would tempt us to admit, among th~ 
materials of hifrory, !he fuggeftiQns of fancy, and 
to ,.ecc~ve, perhap~, as the model of our nature in 
its origlflal ftate~ fame of the an.als whofe !bapc 
pas the greateft refemblance to OUfS 

~T would be ridiculolls to affirm, as a difcovery, 
thaf. the f~eci.s ef the !lOrfe was probably never 
the fame witb ,nat of the lion, yet, ill oppofirioll 
~o what has droppe' from' the pen"f of ernJDent 

wTfe1s, we are oblIged ~e obferve, that men have 
;l1V\ays appeared ~oPg ammals a dithaQ and iI. fu
f'crj9r race~ that neither the po!feffion of, firniJar 
prgans1nor ~e a'pprpxima,tion ofihape, nOf the uf~ 

, RfnllfiliM fur l'origiBcdc l"illcrlitfplrmi le5 hommes. , .r 
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of me hand-, ow rile eonrinued int~reourfe 'with 
thIS fo.vcreJgD _Mift, has enabled ®y other fp/!cie& 

to blend rheir nature or theIr inventtotls with his» 
that, in his rudeft frate, he is found r-o be above 

them j and in hIs greareft f3egeper<I,Cy, never de

feends to their level. He "s, in {hort, a man ill 
every condition; and we can learn nothmg of his 
nature frdm the analogy of other amma", If we 
womd know hIm, 'emuft attend to himfelf, to the 

courfe of hIS life, anu the renoUT of his conouct. 
With hlln the [oelcty appears to he as old as the 

indi vlduaJ, and ~e ufe of the tongue ,Io!> univerfal 
a!. that of rhe lfand or the fout,. If there was a time 

in wlllrh he hau Ius acquaintance with III!> own 

fpecles to make, and hIs f.culuLS to acqUlre, It l!o 

a tIme of",hlCh \\c have no record, Joel in relatIOn 

to WhH.h om OptnlOl1S can ferve no pllrpoJe, and 

are fllpportlU by no ~vJdL.nce. 

WE are oftm tempted Into thefe boundlef., re
gions of It;nof.tnCe or con1t:crurc, by a fancy whIch 

deltgl)rs In cre'!tJng rather tli.n 10 merc:ly retaInIng 

the forms v. hJc.l~, ~re p~efcnttJ.l before it: we are the 
dupes of ~ ft;1~qfw.,. whIch proJ}llft's to fupply every 
dt:fect o{1yr ~n~edgt', and, by fillIng up a few 
blanks in (~,rt~FY·~f nature, pretends to condu~ 
our appreht:nfivn ne~~r to the {ouree of exiJl:ence~ 
On the credit'of a few .obfervations, "e are apt to 
prefum~, that dlC" fecret nt2}' foon be tam open, 

_ • Traite de l'efprlt. 
and 
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and that what is termed VliJJIJ1fI in nature, may b« 
referred to the operation of phyfical powers. We 
forget that phyfical powers employed in fucceffion 
or together, and combmed to a falutary purpoft', 
confritute thofe V!!TY lfoofs of defign from which. 
we infer the exiftencs,of God; and that this truth 
being once admitted, we are no longer to· fcarch 
for the f<jurce of eXlftence ; we can only colleCt the 
laws whIch the Author of n.tcjoe has dtabh&ed; 
and in our lateft as well as our earlieft difcoveries, 
only perceive a mode of creation or providence 
before unknown. 

WE f~ak of art as diftinguifhed from nature; 
but art itfelf is natural to man. He is in fome 
meafure the artificer of lfls own frame, as well as of 
his fortune, and is deftined, from the firft age of 
I)is being, to ~nv,.ent and contrive. He applies the 
fame talents to a variety of purpofes, and ads near
ly the fame part in very different fcenes. He would 
be always impro\'ing on his fubjed; and he carnes 
this intention wherever he moves, through the 
ftr~ets of the populous city, or tbe wilds of the 
forell. While he appears equally fitted to every 
condition, he is upon this account unable to fettle 
in any. At once obftinare and fick1e, he compJain5 
df innovations, and is never fated with novelty. 
He is perpetually bl.1fied in reforRjuions, and Ii 
continually wedded to his errors. If he dwell in 
• cave, he would improve it into a cottage; jf ne 
h., already built, h~ would frill build to a greater 

tx~nt. 
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extent. But he-d!;)es .not pzopofe t:o make rapid and 
hafty tranficionsi his ftepsare progrefliveand now i 
and his force, hu the power of a fpringl filently 
prdfes on every rdifta,llce ~ a.p. effect is fometimes 
produced before the cau(e is perceived j and with 
all his talent for projects, h* work is often accom
pliihed before the plan is' devlfed. It appears, 
perhapsl equally difficult to retard or to qUIcken 
h~s gace; if the projeaor complain he is tardy, the 
morallft thinks him uhftable; and whether hIS mo
tIons be rapid or flow, the (cenes of human affairs 
perpetually change in hlS management: HIS em
blem is a palling ftream, not a ftagnating pool. 
We may defire to direct his love of improvement 
to ltS propt:'r objttl:, we may wllh for fiabll!ty of 
condua, bllt we 1m flake human nature, If we wlih 
for a termination of labour, or a fcen~ of repore. 

TH:£ occupations of men, in every conrutiorl'" 
befpeak their freedom of choice, theIr various 
opinions, and the m\lltiphclty of wants by whit!) 
they are urged: but they enJoy, orenciure, with II 
fenfibility, or a phlegm, which are nearly the fa~ 
in evn-y fituation. They poffefs th.e {hores of the 
Calplan l or the AtlantIc, by a dltfc:.rent tenure, but 
with equal eafe. On the one they are fixed to the 
fOIl, and feem to be f-ormed for fetdem~nt, and the 
accommodation of cities: Th~ nalnes dley.beftOW 
on a. nation, 1lnd" on its territory J are the (ame, 
On trn: C)ther they &t'c mete animals of palfage, 
prepared to roam on ~ face of the earth, aDd with 

their 
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their herds, in fearc:h of new pafture-a.nd favourable 
fe'afoJ1s, to foHow'the fun in his annual courfe. 

MAN finds his lodgment alike in the cave, the 
cottage, and the palacr i and his fubGftence equal
ly in the woods, in ~e dairy, 0[ the farm. He 
affumes the diftinction of tides, equIpage, and 
drefs; he devifes regular fyftems of governrnen:, 
and a comphcated body of laws j or naked it} the 
'Woods has no badge offupenority but the ftrength 
of his limbs and the fagaclty of his mind; no rule 
of conduct but choice. no tle with hiS fellow-crt'a
tures but affeCtion, the lovf' of company, and the 
defire of fafery. Capable of a great variety of arts, 
yct dependent on none 10 partlcular for the prefer
vation of his belOg; to whatever length he has 
carried his artifice, there he [eerns to enjoy the 
conveniences that fuit his nature, and to have 
lound the condi~ion to which he IS deftlned. The 
tree which an American, on the banks of the 
Oroonoko ., has chofen to chmb for the retreat, 
and the: lodgment of hiS famtly, IS to him a con
venient dwelhng. The fopha, the vaulted dome, 
and the colonade, do not more effeCtually content 
their native inhabitant. 

IF we are alked therefore~ Where the ftate of 
nature is to be found? we may anfwer, It is here; 
jlnd it matte-n not whether we are underftood to 
fpeak in the ifiand of Grc.at Britain" at the Cape of 

• Latliau ma:Uf. des fallY'ages. 

Oood . 
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Good Hope, or the Straits of Magellm. While 
this aCtive bein'S is in the trarn of employing his 
talents, and of operating on the ttlbJeCts around 
him, all fituarions are·equally natural. Ifwe arc: 
told, That vice, at Ie-aft, is ,contrary to namre. VIe 
may an[wer, It is worfe; It\S tolly and wretched
nefs. But if nature is only oppofed [0 art, In what 
fituation of [he human race are the foolft-eps of 
art enknown?' In' the. condition of the favage, as 
well as In that of the citizen, ate many proofs of 
human invention; and in eit1,er is not in any per
manent nation, but a mere ftage through which 

this travelling being is defrined to pars. If the 
palace be unnatural, the cottage is (0 no lefs; and 
the higheft refinements of politic:lI and moral ap
prehenfion, are not more artificial in their kind, 
than the firO: operations of fentllTICnt and reafim. 

Ir we admit that man is fufceptible of improvc
ment, and has in himfdf a pI inclple of progreffion, 
and a defire of perfecl:\on, it appears lmproper ro 
fay, that he has quitted the flate of his nature, 
when he has begun to proceed; or that he finds a 
fiation for which he was nor intended, while, like 
other animals, be only fo)lows the difpoficion, and 

employs the powers that rntture bas given. 

TI'IE lateft tfforts of human invention ate b~t a 
continuation of certain devices which were prac
tiCed in the earlieft: ages of the world, and in the 
rudeft flate of rnankind. What the favage pro-

ic8~, 
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j~Cts~ or obferve5, in the {oreil, are the ftepl which 
led nations, more advanced, from the ilrchiteCturc 
of the cottage to that of the palace, and conduaed 
the human mind from the perceptions of fenfe, to 
the general conc1ufion:.s of fcience. 

ACKNOWLEDGED defed:s are to man in every 
condition matter of dlflike. Ignorance and imbe
cilhy arc objeCts of contempt: penetratlon, and 
conduct give eminence, and'procure efteem. Whi
ther fhould his feelings and apprehenfions on thefe 
fubjeCts lead him? To a progrefs, no doubt, 10 

whIch the favage, as well as the phllofopher, is 
engaged; in which they have made different ad
vances, but in which their ends are the fame. The 
admiration which Cicero entertamed for literature, 
eloquence, and civil accompliihments, was not 
more real than that of a Scythian for fuch a meafure 
bf funilar endowments as his own apprehenJion 
could reach. "Were I [0 boaft," fays a T drear 

prince-, Cf it would be of that wifdom I have re
" celved from God. I'or as, on the Olle hand, I 
cc yield to none in the conduft of war, In the dJf:' 
Cf pofition of armies,.whether of borfe or of foor, 
Cf and in d ireaing the mov~men ts of great or finall 
C( bodies; fo~ on the other, 1 have my talent in 
(( writing~ inferior perhaps only to thofe who in
ee habit the great cities of Perfia or India. Of othel 
(( nations, unknown to me, I do not fpeak." 

• Abulgaze Bahadur Chan; Hiltory of the Tartan. 
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MAN may miftake the objec9:s of his purfuit; 
he may mifapply his induftry, and mifplace his 
improvements. If, under a ienfe of fuch poffible 
errors, he would find i ftandard by which to judge 
of his own proceedings, a~d arJllve at the beft fiate 
of his nature, he cannot fin" it perhaps in the prac~ 
tice of any individual, ot of any nation whatever; 
not even in the fenfe of the majority, or the pre
vaijing opihion of his kind. He muft look for it 
in the heft conceptions of his underftanding, in 
the bell: movements of his h~rt; he mull: th~nce 
difcover what is the perfeCbon and the happtnefs 
of which he is capable. He wlll find, on the 
[crutiv, that the proper ftate of his nature, taken 
in this fenfe, is not a condition from which man
kmd are for ever removed, but one to wJl1ch they 
may now attain; not prior to the exerCite of their 
{acuities, but procured by [hei~Juft application. 

Or all the terms [hat we employ in creating of 
human .ltfairs, thofe of natural and unntltural are 
the leaft determinate 10 their mean mg. Oppofed 
to affettanon, frowardnefs, or any other defea of 
the temper or charaCter~ t;he natural is an epithet 
of prai~; but employed to {pecify a conduct 
which proceeds from the nature of man, can ferve 
to diftingudh nothing: for all the acrions of men 
are equally the refule of their nature. fit matt. 
this language can only refer to [he general and 
prevailing fenfe or praetice of mankmd; and the 
purpore of every important inquiry on t'his fubjeCt 

J m~ 
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may be ferved by the ufe of a language equally 
familiar and more precife. What is juft, or tlnjuftr 
What is happy or wretched, in the manners o( 
men? What,'in theirvariou"s fituationsJ is favour-... 
able or adverfe to lh)ir amiable qualities? are 
queftions to which wI. may expeCl: a fa.risfaaory 
an[wer; and whatever may have been the original 
ftate of our fpecies, it is of more importance to • know the condition to which we ourfdves {bould 
afpireJ than that which our anceftors may be fup
po1l!d to have left. 

SECT. 
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SEC T. II. 

Of Jbe principleJ oJ Self-pre/n"lJaJioll. 

I~ in human nature ther" are qualities by which 
it is diftinguilhed from every other part of th. 

animal creation; this nature itfelf is in different 
cliRl~1tes and in diffe~ent ages greatly diverfified. 
The varieties merit our attention, and the coorfc: 
of every ftream into which this mighty current 
divides, deferves to be followed to Its fource. It 
appears neceffary, however, that we attend to the 
univerfal qualities of our nature, before we regard 
its varieties, or attempt to explain differences con
flfting in the unequal poffeffion or application of 
dlfPoutions and powers that are 111 fame meafure 
fommon to all mankind. 

MAN, like the other animals, has certain inftinc-
\ 

tive propenfities, which, prior to the perception 
of pleafure or pain, and prior to the experience o( 
what is pernicious or ufefuJ, lead him to perform 
many funCtions which terminate in himfelfJ or 
have a relation to his fellow-creatures. He has 
one fet of difpofitions which tend /0 his animal 
prcfervation, and to the continuance of his race j 
another which lead to fociety, and b)' in1ifting 
him on the fide of one tribe or community, fre
quently engage him in war and contention with the 
ren of mankind. His powers of difcernm~f, or 

C hi. 
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his intelleCtual faculties, which, l.lnder the appel
lation of reafon, are diftinguifhed from the analo ... 
gous endowments of other animals, refer to the 
objeCts around him, either as they are f\6'bjetts of 
mere knowledge, or as they are fubjeCts m: appro
bation or cenfure. HclIs formed not only to knoJ, 
but likewife to ~mire and to COlltetnn j and thefe 
pt:oceedings of his mind have a principal reference 
to his own charaCter1 and ~o that of his felbw
creatures, as bring the fubjeCts on 'which he is 
chiefly concerned to diftinguifu what is rignt from 
what is wrong. He enjoys hi~ felIcity ltkewife on 
certain fixed and dtterminate conditions; and 
either as an mdividual apart, or as a member of 
civil fociety, muft take a particular courfe, in order 
to reap the advantages of his n:lture. He is, 
withal, in a very high degree"-ufceptlble ofhabits; 
:lnd C;an, by forbearance or exercife, fo far weaken, 
confirm, or even diverfify his talents, and JllS dlf
pofitions, as to appear, in a great meafure, the ar
biter of his own rank in nature, and the author of 
aU 'die varieties which are exhibited in the actual 
hlfiory of his fpeties. The univerfal charaCteriC
tics, in the mean time, to which we have now 
referred" muft, when we would tre.tt of any part of 
tfti<l hiltory, ~nftitute tht firfi fubjeCt of our at
tention; aad. they require n. only to be enume .. 
rate~ but.to be diftinttly confidered. 

TflB dirpolitions which tend.co the prefc:rvation 
of the indivichlal" while they continue to operate 

In 
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in the manner ofinftihClive defites, Ire neatly the 
fame 1n man that they are in the othrr animals: 

. But in him they are fo~mer or later combined with 
reRee"bon and forelight; they give nfe to his appre
h-enfiohs on the [ubJet!: of pr:operty, and nuke him 
acquamted with that obJeEl:'of care which he calls 
hIs interr-ft. Without the inftinas whIch teach the 
beav"r and the fquittel, the ant and the bt'e, to 

ma~up their little hoards for winter, at firft l1n
provIdent, and, whete no immedIate obJetl: of 
pamon IS near, addIcted to l10th j h¢ becomes, In 

procefs of tnne, the great ftoremafter among ani
mals. He finds in a provilion of wealth, which ht:! 
is probably never to employ, an object of his 
gl eatdl folicitudGJ and the principal Idol of his 
mmd. He apprehe~ a relation between his per
fon and his property~hich renders what he calls 

his own in a manner a part of himTt'lf, a confti.cuerft 
of hiS 'rank, his condition, and his tharacrer, in' 
which, independent of any real enjoyment, he may 
be fortunate or unhappy J and, independent of lOY 

perfonal merit, he may be an objeCt of cO~lfidera .. 
rion or negleCt; and in which he may be wounded 
and injured, wbtJe his petfon is. fafe, and etery 
want of his nature is completely fupplitd. 

IN' tht-fe app~fi()ns) while othet pamo~ 
only o~rate occalionally, the interefted hnd the 
objeCt of their ordlOary cares j their motige to the 
pra8ice of mechJlrc and commercial arcs} tjlc:ir 
tnnffr3tion to trefpaf!! on the laws of jufl:jc~ i lnd, 

- C when 
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when extrctMly torrupted, the priee of dieir pro
ftitutions, and the ftandard of their opinions on 
the fubjed. of good and of evil. Under this in
fluence, they would ~nter, if not reftrained by the 
Jaws of civil foeicty" on a fcene of violence or 
meannefs, which would exhibit our fpecies, by 
tums, under an afpetl: mote terrible and odious, 
or more vile and contemptible, than that ci' any 
animal which inherits the earth. "C 

ALTHOUGH the confideration of intereft is 
fOlluJt:d on the experit'nce of animal wants and 
defire-s, its object 15 not to gratify any particul:tr 
appe1;ite, but to ferure the means of gratifying all; 
and it impofes frequenrlr a reQraint on the very 
defires from whlch it arct.i. mOTe powerful and 
more fevere than thofe orTeligion or duty. It 
lrifes from the 'principles of felf-prefervation in 
the human frame; but is a corruption, ot at leafi 
a partial refult, of thofe p'rinciples, and is upon 
many accounts very improperly termed ftlf-love. 

LoY! is an affeCl:ion which carries the attention 
of the mind beyond itfelf~ and is the fenfe of a re
lation to fame fellow-creature as to its o~jea. 
Being a complacency and a continued fatisfaCl:ion 

"in this objea, it has, inde.-acnt of any external 
evenr; and in the rnidft of difappointment and for
row, pleafures' and triumphs unknown to "thofe 
whf are guided by mere confiArations of intereft; 
in tvery change of condition, it conunues entirely 

, , dltlintt 
~~~~(:~ ~~ . 

f ... · .. II 



of Stl/ prt/tr'()alitnr. 21 

difiinct from the fmtiments which we feel on the 
fubjefr of perfonal fuccefs ot adverfity. But a~ 
the care a man entertains (or his own intereft, and 
the attention his affeCtion makes him pay to that 
of another, may have fimilar tCifeCts, the one on 
hIs own fonune, the other ~n that of his friehd, 
\ve confound the pnnciples from which he alh; 
we f~pote that they are the fame in kiftd, only 
referred to different 'objeCts ; and we not only 
mirapply the name of love, in conjunction with 
kif, but, in a manner tending to degrade our na
ture, we Illnit the aim of this tuppofed felfilh llff'ec .. 
tlOn to rhe fecurIng or accumulating the conftitu
ents of i~tereft, or the means of mere animal life. 

I T is fomewhat remarkable, that notwithftand
ing men value themfelves fo mud1 on qualities of 
the mind~ on par:s, learning and wit, on courflge.
generofity, and honour, thofe men are 1l;ill fuppo
feQ to be In the; highefl: degree fdfifh or a.ttentive 
to themfelvC's~ who are mQft carc;ful of animallifea 

and who are leafi mindful of rendering that life an 
objeCt worthy of care. It w~ll be difficult, how
ever~ to tell why a good underftanding, a refolute 
and generous tnind, 1hould not, by every ma.n in 
IllS [.res, he rcc;koned as much parts of himfclf, 
as either his fl;omach til' his palatt', and much more 
than his eftatc: or his dref». The epicure, whC: eon
rllhs his phyfician, how he may reftorc his rdilh 
for food, W, by creating an appetite, renew bis 
enjoymenr, might ae leaft with an equal iegard to 

C 3 himfelr. 
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himfclf, cQPfult how he'rnight ~repgthen hiutfec
don to a p:venc or a child, to his country or co 
1'Jl~nkinc\ i and it is pr{)bable tijat an appetite of 
~hi~ fort WO\l}d prove a [ouree of ~njoy01ent not 
kts than th~ former. 

Iv our fuppofed felfi;ili maxims, notwitbfrand
ing. we genq-ally exclude from among the objects 
Qf 04r perfonal cares, ma.ny of the happid and 
more refpeCt~ble qualjucl> of human nature. \Ve 
copfiQ.er affection ~nd CQurag~ a,s mere follies, that 
lead;'lls,t/:) negleCt or expo1e ourfdves; we make 
wifdom (onuft in a regard to our interefr j and 
without cxplainlOg what incerell: means, we would 
have it underftood as the only re.1fonable motive 
of action with mankind. -X:here is even a fyftem 
ofphilofophy founded upon 'tt"nets of this fort, and 
loch' is our opinion of what men ar~ likely to do 
upon felfilh principles, that we think it mult have 
a tendency very dangerous to vIrtue. But the 
errors of this fyftem do not confift fo much in ge
nera' principles, as in their particular applications j 
not fo much in teaching men to regard themfdves, 
.lS in leading them to (orget, that their happieft 
affeetiQns, their candaur, and their indepenicnct: 
of mind, are in reality I?arts of themfelv~s. And 
the adverfaries of this fuppo'ted fcl.fl£h pllilofophy~ 
whtr~ it makes [elf-love the rulin~ pafi,io~ wi~1?
mlhkind, have had reafon to find f~UI not fo. 
"'1,I~h Wld,l i;s ~~ne~¥ .refr~fent.,a9,DJI 'of ~~1\ 

~~te~ 



nature, is with the obtrufion of a mere innovation 
in language4for a d-ifcovery ill fcicnce. 

WHEN the vulgar (peak of their different mo
tives, they are fatisfied with ordinary names, 'llhich 
refer to known and obvious diftinEtions. Of this 
kind are th.e terms bme'UolC/l,e and Jelfifonifs, by the 
firft of whicl~ they exprefs their frie~d1y aff'ecreus, 
an~by the fecon~ their intereft. The fpeculative 
are not always fatisficid with this proceeding; they 
would a.nalyz.e~ as well as enumerate the princi
ples of nature; and the chance is, ~hat, merely w 
gain the appearance of fame-thing seW!' withoulO 
any profpect of real advantage, they w~U .. tte'm~ 
to change the application" of word!. 10 the cale' 
bef.Ore us, they have aCtually fo~nd, that benevo
lence is no more than a 1pecies of felf-lO'Ve sand 
would oblige us, if pomble, to look out for a new 
fet of names, by which we may dtfringui.fu the 
ielfifhnefs of the parent when he takes care of his 
child, from lIis- fcdfifhnefs when he only rakes care 
of4timfe}f. For, accorrling to this philGfophy, as 
in both cafes he only means to gratify a delire of 
hjaowJl, he is in both cafes equally felfifil. The 
term pl1Ie!VoleRI, lit the mean time, is not~mployed ' 
to c~~tife perfons • have no defires of their 
own. but perfons wheje own deUffs prompt them 
to procure tbe welfare of othe-TS. The fat.'t is, that 
we fhould deed only a frelb fupply of language, 
infiead of that which by this feeming difcovery we 
~oJJld hare lDit, in order to make our reafonings 
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proceed as they formerly did. B1,It it is eertainly 
impoffible to ~iye and tp act with men,,"ithout em. 
playing different names to diftinguifh the: humane 
from the crue\~ alld the benevolent from the feltuh. 

THESE terms have ,heir equivalents in every 
t~le; they were invented by men of no refine~ m., who only meant to exprefs what they dif
tinttly perceived, or ftrongly .felt. And jf a mal of 
fpeculation fhouid prove, that we are felfifh in a 
fenfe of his own, it does not follow that we are fo 
in the fenfe of the vulgar; or, as ordinary men 
would urtlerA:and his conc1ufion, that we are con
demned in every infrance to aCt on motives of in-

'tereft1 covetoufnefs, pufillanimity, and cowardice; 
for Cuch is conceived to be the ordinary import of 
klfifhnefs in the character of m3.n • 

.. Aw, affeCtion of panion of any kind is fometimes 
faid to give us all inre/eft i'n its objea j and huma
nity itfelf gives an interet\: in the wl1fare of man. 
kind. This term inltrljt, which commonly impMes 
little more than our property, is fometimes put for 
utility in geDeral~ and this for happinefs J info .. 
much, that, under thefe ambiguities, it is not fur
prifing we are frill unabl~ determine, wfr.cther in
rerell: is.Jhc only motive pf human action, and 
the ila,n.dard by which to diftinguilh our pd 
from oUf ill. 

So much is faid in this place, not (rom a delire 
to partake In aJ'Iy fuch controverfy, but merely 

r to 



to confine the meaning of the term inurejl to its 
molt common acceptation, and to intimate a de
fign to employ it in eX1?reffing thofe objects of care 
which refer to our external condition, and the 
prefervation of pur animal nature. When taken 
In this fenfe, it will not furdy be thought to com
prehend at once all the motives of human con¥. 
If men be not allowC'd to have difinterefted bene-• volence, they will nOt be denied to have diante-
refted pamons of another kind. Hatred, indigna
tion, and rage, frequently urge them to act in op
pofition to their known intereft, and even to ha
;lard their lives, wit'tout any hopes of compenf;L
tion in anr future returns of preferment or rlbfit. 

SEC T. 



[ ~, ] 

SEC T. UI. 

Of tbe pri1l{ip4s ofDmon among Mankind. 

MANKIND have always wandered or fetded~ 
agreed or quarrelled, iFl troops and com

panj~s. The C"'.wfe ot then afftmbling, whatcnr 
K tile, is the principle of their a11iance Or union. 

~. colleCting the materials Qf hillory,. w~ are 
feldom Wllling to put up with our fubjea merely 
~ we find it. We .. re loth to be embarraffed with 
a multiplicity of particulars, and apparent 1Ocon
[t~eocies. In th~ory we profcf~ the invefrigation 
of ~,.eral principles; and in order to bllng the 
matter of our inquiries within the reach of our 
comprehenfion, are difpofed [0 adopt a~y fyftem. 

'I1Ju~n treating of human affairs, we would draw 
c'f'ery confequenc'e from a principle of union, or 
a principle of dtffenfion. The ftate of nature 1S a 
fiate of war, or of amity, and men are made to 
unite from a principle of aftecbon, or from a prin
ciple of fear, as is moil: fuitable to the fyftem of 
different writers. The hiitory of our fpecies indeed 
abundantly {hews, that they are to one another 
mutual objeds both of fear and of Imre i and they 
who would prove them to have been originally 
~ither in "a ftate of alliance, or of war, have ar
'guments in ftore to maintain their aff'ections. 

Our attachment to one divifion, or to one fetl::~ 
fcems often to derive much of ita force from an 
, l\I1imofity 
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anil1lQ{ity conceived to an O1?pof~te one: And this 
animafity in its turn, 3.l of~n arifes fr9ID a ~l 
in behalf of .In: fide we cfpoule, a.n4 frolU a de.fire 
to vindic<l.tl! the rights of opr party. 

cc MAN is born in fociety," (a)s Montefquieu, 
" amI there he remains." The charms that detain 
hIm are known to be mamfold. Togcthl:r with 
th.parental atTdhon, which, inftead of deferting 
lhe adult, as among the brutes, embraces more 
c1ofe, as It becornes mixed w.th efteem, and the 
memory of Its early effects; we m.w reckon a pro
penfity camlnon to mlln and other animals, to mix 
with the herd, and, v..lthQ~lt rcfidhon. to follow 
the croud of hIs f!Jtcies. What this l'r~nfity 
wah in the tirft moment of its operation, we know 
not; but with men accnftomed to company .. its 
enjoyments and dd"app0lntments are re,ckoned 
among the prinCIpal pleafures or rams of human 
lIfe. Sadnef, and nlelancholy are conneC1:ed with 
iolitude; gL:dnc:fs ami pleafun: with the conco\.lrfc 
of men. The track of a Laplander on the fnowy 
i11ore~ gives joy to the lontly mariner j anu the 
ll'I\lte iigns of cordIality and kloune[s which are 
plade to him, awaken the memory of pleafures 
which he felt in fociety. In fine, fays the writer 
pf a voy~ge to the N ortq, after dc:{cn bing a mute 
[cene of this fort, " W ~ were e:me01eiy pleafed t,p 
f' converfe with men, [wee in thirte~n mOJXhs we 
f~ ~ll.c! f~c;n no human creature -." But we need 

• ~oUct\ioll of Dutch voysges. 
no 
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no remote obfervation to confirm this pofition: 
'the wailings of the infant, and tbe languors of 
the adult, when alonei the lively joys of the one, 
and the chearfulnefs of the other, upon the return 
of company, are a fufficient proof of its folid 
foundations in the frame of our nature. 

IN accounting for aCtions we often forget that 
we ourfe1ves have acted; and mfiead of the:: ftW1ti
ments which fiimulate the m·ind in the pre[ence of 
its object, we affign as the motives of condua 
with men, thofe confiderations which occur in the 
hours of retirement and cold reflechon. In this 
mood frequently we can find nothing important, 
befides the deliberate profpeCts of inrereft; and a 

great work, like that of forming fociety ~ mull in 
our apprehenfion anfe from deep refleCtions, and 
be carried on with a view to the advantages which ., 
mankind derive from commerce and mutual fup-
port. But neither a propenfity to mix wlth the 
herd, nor the fenfe of advantages enjoyed 10 that 
condition, comprehend all the principles by whic;:h 
men are united together. Thofe:: bands are even 

It 
of a feeble textur,=, when compared to the refolute 
ardour with which a man adheres to hi~ friend, 
or to his tribeJ after they have for fome time fUn 

the career offortune together. Mutual difcovertes 
efgenel'Ofiry,joint trials offortirude, redouble the 
ardodlts of friend1hip, and kindle a flame in the 
human breaft, which the confiderations of perfonal 
iQt~reft or fafety cannot (upprefs. The moil:.ij.yely 

6 tranfiJirts. 
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tranfports of joy are feen, and the loudeft 1hrieks 'f defpair are heard, when the objects of a tender 
affetl:ion are beheld in a Hate of triumph or of fur. 
fering. An Indian' recovered his friend unexpect. 
edly on the ifiand of Juan Fernandes! He pro! 
flrated himfdf on the ground, at his feet: cr We 
" flood gazing in filence/' fays Dampier, " at this 
cc tender fcene." If we would know what is the 
re~gion of a wild American, what it is in his heart 
that moO: refembles devotion; it is not his (ear of 
the forterer, nor his hope of pr?tetlion from the 
fpirirs of the air or the wood j it is the ardent affec
tIOn With which he felects and embraces his friend_ 
with which he clings to his fide in every feafon of 
peril; and with which he invokes his fpirit from 
a dlftance, when dangers furprife him 'alone -. 
Whatever proofs we may have of the focial difpo
fition of man in familiar and <."'ontiguous ,feen.5, 
it is poffibly of Importance, to uraw our obferva
tions from the examples of men who live in the 
fimpleft condition, and who have not learned to 

affect what they do not aCtually feel. 

MERE acquaintance and habitude nourifu affec
tion, and the experience of foclety brings every 
paffion of the human mmd upon its fide. Its tri .. 
umphs and prof peri ties, its calamities and di(trefks, 
bring a variety and a force of emotion, '!Pich can 
only have place in the company of our fenow-crea
turc:s. It is hecc that a man is made to forget his 

• Chll,llc\toix; Hill uI Canada. 
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""eakflelS, his cares of fafetjr, and his fubfiftence. 
and to aCt from thore padions which make him dt. 
cover his force. It is h.ere he finds that his ar
rows fly fwifcer than the eagle, and his weapons 
"'ound dreper than the p~"" of the han, or the tooth 
efthe boar. It is not 310ne his fenfe of a fupport 
which is near, nor the love of diftincl!on in the opi
nion of his tribe, that infpire his courage, or fwell 
hj;s heart with a confidence that elceeds what'llis 
natlltal force fuould befrow. Vehelhent paffions of 
anirnofiPy or attachment are the fitfl: exertions of 
vigo\lr in hIs breaft j tlndel their influence, every 
c()ilfideracion, but rhat of his obJeCt, is forgotten i 

dangers and difficulties only excite him the more. 

THAT condition is furely favourable to the na
ture of any bemg, in whIch hIS force 15 mcreafed; 
a"d if coura.ge be the gift of foeicty to man, we 
have r~afon to confider hIs union with his fpecies 
as the nobleft part of his fortune. From tillS fource 
ate,d~ri~ed, not only the force, but the very exift
~nce of his happieft emotions j not only the better 
part, but almoft the whole of his rational charac
ter. Send him to dle defert alone, he i.s a plant 
torn frf>m his roots: the form indeed may remainj 
but evel y faculty drobps and withers; the human 
perfona&e and the human charaCter eeafe to exift. 

Mut are (0 far from .aluing fociety on account 
of its mere fJtternal cOAveniencib, that they are 
commonly moO: it.$;achcd whc:,rt ~fl ,onvenien .. 

5 ~n 
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Cles are leaO: frequent j and are there moO: faith. 
ful, where the tribute oftneir allegiance is paid in 
blood. AffectIon -operates with the greateft force,' 
where it meets .ith the greateil: difficulties: In the 
breaO: of the parent, it is moO: folicltous amidO: the 
dangers and diftrefres of the child: In the bt~ 
of a man, its flame redoubles where the wrongs 
or fufferings of his friend, or his country, require 
h19aaid. It is, i~ fh~rr, from this principle alone 
that we tan acc8unt for the obftinate attachment 
of a ravage to his llt'Jfettled and defence1efs tdbe, 
when temptations on the fide of eafe and of fafeey 
might iniuce him to fly from famine and danger; 
to a O:atlon more affinent, and more {eCure. 
Hence the fanguine affeCti()n which every Greek 
bore to his country, and hence the devoted patri
otifm of an early Roman. Let thofe examples be 
compared with the fpirit whichereigns in a com.
metcial ftate, where men may be fuppofed to have 
experienced, in its full extent, the intereO: which 
individuals have in the prefervation of their coun. 
try. It is here indeed, if ever, that man is fome
times found a detached and a folitaty being: hI 
has found an objeCt which [rts him in competition 
with his fellow-creatures, and he deals with them as 
he does with his CAttle and his foil, for the fake of 
the profits they bring. The mighty engine which 
we fuppofe to have formed fodety, only tends to 
fet its members at varianceJ or to contin\!: their in~ 
tercourfe after the bands of aff'eaion are broken. 

SEC T. 
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SEC. T. IV. 

Of the prillciples f1/ 117 tzr and DijJenjion. 

" THERE are fome circumftances in the Jot' 
cI of mankind," fays Socrates, " that 1hew 
~c them to be deftined to friend1hip and amity: 
" Thofe are, their mutual need of each other; 
ce their mutual compaffion; "theijfenfe of m~tual 
cc benefits; and the pleafures arifing in company. 
cc There are other circumftances which prompt 
tc them to war and diffenfion; the admiration and 
cc the defire which they entertain for4. the fame 
" fubjects j their oppofite pretenfions; and the 
ct provocations which they mutually offer in tht" 
cc courfe of their competitioRs." 

, I 

W'fEN we endeavour to apply the rhaxirlll of 
natural juftice to the folution of difficult q ueftions, 
we find that fome cafes may be fuppofed, and ae .. 
tually happen, where oppofitions take place, and 
are lawful, prior to any provocation, or act of io
juftice i that where the fafety and prefervation of 
numbers are mutually inconfiftentJ one party may 
rmploy his right of defence, before the other has 
begun an attack. And when we join with fuca 
examples, the inftances of miftake, and mifunder
ftanding,to which mankind are cxpofed, we may 
be fatisfied that war does not always proceed from 
an intention to injure t and that even the beftqua-

Ilties 
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lities of men, their candour, as well as their re
folution, may operate in the midft of their quar
rels. 

THERE is ftil1 more to be obferved on this fub
jeer. Mankind not only; find in their condition 
the 10urces of variance and diffenfion; they ap
pear to have in their minds the feeds of ammoGty, 
and ~ embrace theoccaGons of mutual oppoGtion, 
with alacrity and. pleafure. In the moO: pacIfic 
fituation, there are few who have not their ~ne
mies, as well as their friends J and 'Who are not 
pleafed with oppofing the proceedings of one, as 
mudl as with favouring the defigns of another. 
Small and fimple tribes, who in their domeftic 
fociety have the firmeft union, are in their frate of 
oppo{itlOn as feparate nations, frequently anIma
ted wah the moft implacable hatred. Among the 
citizens of Rome, in the early ages of that repub
lic, the name of a foreIgner, and that of an ene
my, were the fame. Among the Greeks, the name 
of Barbarian, under which that people compre
hended every nation that was of a J ac,e, and fpoke 
a language, different from their own, became a 
term of indifcnminate contempt and averlion. 
Even whert" no particu1ar claim to fliperiority is 
formed, the repugnance to union. the freq~ent 
wars, or rather the perpetual hoftilities which take 
place among rude nations and feparate clans, dif
cover how much our fpecies is difpofed to oppoli
tlOn, as well as to concert. 

D LATE 
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LATE difcoveries have brought to our know

ledge ahnoft every fitua,tion in which mankind are 
placed. We have found them fpread over l.lrge 
and extenfive contments, where communications 
are open, and whrn" national confederacy might 
be eafily formed. We have found them in nar
FOWer diftriCts, circumfcnbed by mountains, grt"at 
rivers, and arms of the {ea. They have been 
found in fmalllfiands, wher~ the IOhabaants I11ight 
he eafily alfembled, and derive an advantage from 
theinmion. Eut in all thofe fitt,atlons, alike, they 
were broke into ('aotons, ~r1d atfetl:ed a dl/tinctIon: 
of name a.nd community. The tItleS of fellow

citizen and countrymon, unoppofed to thofe of altw 
and foretgner, to which they refer, would fall into 
difufe, and lofe their munmg. We love imhvi
duals on account of perfona~ qualuies. but we love 
our, country, as it IS a party in the dlvlfions of 
mankind; and our zeal for its intereft, is a predl
kCtion in behalf of the fide we maimau:t. 

IN the promifcuous concourfe of men, it is fuffi
dent that we have an opportunIty of feleCting our 
company. We turn away from thofe who do not 
ellgage us, and we fix our refort where the foclety 
is more to our mind. We are fond of diftinCtions· • 
'We place ourf~ves in oppofition, and quarrel under 
the dtnominations of faction and patty, without 
any material fubjetl of controverfy. Averfion, like 
affeaion, is foftered by a continued direCtion to its 
particular object:. Separation and eftrangem('nt, as 

well 
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well as oppofition, widen a breach which did not 
owe its beginnings to any offence. And it would 
[eern, that till We have reduced mankmd to the: 

fiate of a family. or found fome external confider. 
ation to maintam their conneCtion in greater 
numbers, they will be for ever [eparated )nto 
bands, and form a plurality of nations. 

T~~ fenfe of a common dan£er, and the af
[.lults of an enemy, have been frequently ufeful 
to nations, by uniting their members more firmly 
together, and by preventing the {eceffions and 
aCtual feparatlons in which their Civil dlfcord 
might otherwife terminate. And this motive to 

lImon which is offered from abroad, may be ne
cefTary, not only in the cafe of large and exten
flve nations, where ~oalltions are weakened by 

dlfi:anee, and the dlfi:mCtion of pro-"'mClal narpes; 
but even In the narrow foeiety of the fmallefi: 
fiates. Rome itfelf was founded by a fmall 
parry, which took Its flight from Alba, her 
cItizens were often in danger of feparating, and 
If the villages and canton~ of the Volkl had 
been further removed from the fcene of their 
dliTenflons, the Mons Sa~!:'r might have received 
a new colony before the mother-country was ripe 
for ruch a dlfcharge,. She continu'ed long ~o fed 
the quarrels of her nobles and her people; and 
kept open the gates of Janus, to remind thofe 
parties of the dutl~ they owed to their countr~. 

D '2. SocIETn:s, 
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SOCIETIl!S, as well as individuals, being charged 
with the care of their own pre[ervation, and having 
feparare interefts, which give rire to jeaJoufies 
and competitions, we cannot be furprized to find 
hoftilities arife from this fouree. But were there 
no angry paBions of a different fort, the animoli
ties which attend an oppoLition of imereft, fhould 
bear a proportion to the fuppofed value of the 
fubjea. "The Hottentotllations," fays ~lben, 
(( tre[pa[s on each other by thefts of cattle and 
" of women; but fuch injuries are feldom com
a mitted, except with a view to exafperate their 
cc neighbours, and bring them to a war." Such 
ueprtdations, theIl,'" are not the foundation of a 
war, but the effech of a hoftile mtention already 
conceived. The nations of North America, who 
have no herds to preferve, .or fetdements to de-

~ , eo. 
fend, are yet engaged 10 almoft perpetual wars, 
for which they can affign no reafon, but the point 
of honour, and a defire to c.ontmue the ftruggle 
their fathers maintained. They do not regard the 
fpoils of an enemy j and the warrior who has feized 
any booty, eafily parts with it to the firft perfon 
who comes in his way •• 

BUT we need not crofs the Atlantic to find 
proofs of animolity, and to,fhferve, in the colli
fion of feparate focieties, ibe influence of angry 
paffions, that do not arife from an oppofition of 

• See Charlevoix', Hiftory of Cauada. 
in\ereft. 
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intereft. Human nature has 1\0 part of its char .. 
ter of which more flagrant examples are given un 
this lide of the globe. What IS it that frirs in the 
breafts of ordinary men when _the enemies of their 
country are named? Whence are the prt:iudices 
that fubfifl between different provinces, cantons, 
and villages, of the fame empire and territory ? 
What is it that excites one half of the nations of • Europe againft the o'ther? The ftatefinan may 
explain his conduct on motives of national jea
loury and caution, but the people have diPiUes 
and antipathies, for which they cannot account. 
Their mutual reproaches of perfidy and injuftice, 
like the Hottentot depredations, are but fymp
toms of an animolity, and the language of a hoftiJe 
difpofition, aleady conceived. The charge of 
cowardice and pufillammity, quaVties which the 
illcerefted and cautious enemy fhould, of all others,' 
like beft to find in his rival, is urged with aver
fion, and made the ground of difllke. Hear the 
peafau[s on dIfferent fides of the Alps, and the 
pyrenees, the Rhine, or the Britilh channel, give 
vent-to their prejlldice~ and' national paffions; it 
is among them rh"t we find the marerjals of war 
and diffenfion laid without the direCtion of govern
ment, and fparks ready to kindle into a flame, 
which the fiatefman is frequently difpofed "to ex
tinguifh. The fire will not always catch where 
hili J:eafons of fiate would direCt, nor flop where 
the concurrence of interdl has produced an alli-

D 3 anee". 
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\Vl<;e. "My father," [aid a Spaniili peafantJ 
" would rife from [lis grave, if he could [oferee a 
" war wIth France." What IOtereO: had he, or the 
bones of his father, in the quarrels of pnnce:, ? 

THESE obfervations feetn to arraign our fpecies, 
aRd'to give an unfavourable piCl'ure of mankind j 
and yet the partlcul..trs we have mentioned are 
confiO:ent with the moO: a!TIiable qualmes Qf our 
nature, and often furmili a fcene for the exercift: 
o( our greaten: abIlities. They are fentiments of 
gen~fity and felf-denial that animate the war
tior in defence of hIS country i and they are dif
})ofitions moll (,\vourable to mankind, that be
come the pnnclples of apparent ho!l:ility to men. 
Every a!1imal is made to delIght in the exerclre of 
his natura.l talents and forces: The lion and the 
ryger fport with the paw; the horfe dehghts to 
commit his mane to the wind, and forgets hIs paf
ture to try his [peed in the field; the bull even 
before his brow is armed, and the lamb while yet 
an e-rnblem of innocence, have a difpOllt1on tq 

ihike with the forehead, and anticipate, In plaYJ 
the confliCts they are doomed to fufi"ain. Man too 
is difpofeu Lo oppofition, and to employ the forces 
of his nature againft an eqUl.l antagonlft; he loves 
to bring hIS reafon, his eloquence, his courage, 
even h'ir. bodily ftrength to the proof. His fports 
are *equently an image of war; fwear and blood 
fire freely expended in play; and fractures or 
dellth are often made to terminate the paftime of 

id~nef~ 
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idlenefs' and feftivity. He was not made to live 
for ever, and even his love of amufement h3.i 
opened a way'to the grave. 

WITIolOUT the rivaliliip of natIons, and the 
praCtice of war. civil foclety Itklf could fcarcely 
have founp an obJeCt, Qr a form. Mankind 'might 
have traded without any formal convention, but 
th~ cannot be fa(~ Without a national conCert. 
The neceffity of a pubhc defence, has gl'ven rife 
to many departments of frate, and the intelleCtual 
talents of men have found their -bufieLl: {cene in 
Wielding thel!." national forces. To overawe, or 
intll11ld,ne, or, when we cannot perfuade with 
f(~afon, to refift With fortitude, are the occupa
tlons which give Its moLl: animating exercife, and 
its greateft triumphs, to J. v IgoroU!. nllnd; and 
he who has never Ihuggled witk illS fdlow-crei
tures, is a frr:mger to half the fentimeilts of 

mankind. 

THJi; quarrels of Individuals, Indeed, are fre

quently (he opt..rations of unhappy and deteftable 
paffions; malice, hatred, and rage. If ruch pat:' 
flons alone poifd!> the breait, the fcene of dlifen
fion becomes an o~a of horror ; but a common 
oppofitlon maintained by numbers, is always al
layed by paffions of another fort. Sentrments of 
affection and fnendihip mix with animofity; the 
aCtive and ftrenuous become the guardJans of 

1:heir fociety j and violence itfelf is, in their cafe, 
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an exertion of generoficy, as well as of courage. 
W e applaud~ as proceeding from a national or 
party Wirit, what we could not endure as the effeCt 
of a private dlOike; and, amidft the competitions 
~f rival frates, think we have found, for the pa
trio~ .lnd the warrior, in the prattlce of violence 
and tftatagem, the moft illuftrious career of hu
man virtue. Even perfonal oppofitlon here does 
not divide our Judgment on. the merits of ofen. 
The rivaJ n1tnes of Agefilaus and Fparmp.ond,ls, 
of Scipio ~nd HannIbal, are repeated with equal 
pralfe; and war iticlf, which In one \'lew appears 
fo fatal, in another I!> the exerclfe of a liberal fpi
nt, and in the very effects which we regret, is but 
onediftemper more, by which the Author of nature 
has appointed our exit from human life. 

, THESE reflections may open our view into the 
fiate of mankInd; but they tend to reconcile us to 
the conduCt of Providence, rather than to make 
us change our own: where, from a regard to the 
welfare of our fellow-creatures, we endeavour to 
pacify their animofities, and unite them by the 
ties of affeCtion. In the purfuir of this amiable 
intention, we may hope, in fome inftances, to 
dlfarm the angry paffions of~ealoufy and envy j 
we may hope to inftil into the brea~ of private 
men fenhments of candour towards their fellow
creatures, and a difpofition to humanity and juf
cice. But it is vain to expect that we can give to 
~he multinlde of a people a fenfe of uQion among 

~ 
them-
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themfelves, without admitting hO'ftility to thofc 
who oppofe them. Could we at once> in the cafe 
pf any nation, estinguifh the emulation which is 
excited from abroad, we fuould probably break. 
or weaken the bands of foeiety at home, and 
clofe the bufieft (cenes of ~ationaI oq:upations 
and viituC'~. 

Sl!,CT. 
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Of Intelletiual Powers. 

MANY attempts have been made to analyfe 
the difpnJirions which we have now enume

rated; but one purpofe of fcience, perhaps the 
moft Important, is ferved. when the exdrenc6 of 
a difpofition IS eftablifhed. W ~ are more concerned 
in itS reality, and In Its confequences, than we aH~ 
in its origin, or manner of formatIOn. 

THE tame obfervation may be applied to the 
other powers and faculties of our nature. Their 
exifi:ence and ufe J.re the pnnclpal obJeets of our 
tl.udf. ThinkIng and reafoning, we fay, are the 
operations of fowe faculty; but in what manner 
the faculties of thuught or reafon remain. when 
they are not exerted, or by what dIfference in tile 
frame they are unequal In dIffaent perfons, are 
queftions which we cannot refolve. Their opera
~ions alone difcover them; When unapplIed, they 
lie hid even from the perfon to whom they per
rUn; and thLir aCtion is fo much a part of ~hejr 
nature, that the faculty Itfelf, In many cafes, is 
fcarcely to be diftinguiihed from a habit acqUlred 
In its frequent exertion. 

PERSONS who are occupied with different fllb

J~cts) who ~ in different fcenes) generally appear 

to 
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to have differeJtt talents, or at leail: to have thtf 
fame faculties varioufiy formed, and fuited to dif~ 
ferent purpofts. The peculiar genius of nations, 
~s well as of wdlviduals, may 10 this manner arife 
from the fiate of thl!lr fortunts. And It is proper 
that we endeavour to find fome rule, by which to 
Judge of what IS adnmable in the capacities of 
men, or fornmate 10 the applIcation of their fa
~111tIes, before we, venture 1:0 pars aJudgment on 
this branch of their men ts, or pretend to meaflll t: 
the degree of refpect they may da\ln by thdr dif
ferent attainments. 

To receIVe the informations of renfe, is perhaps 
the earhdl: fUllchon of an animal ~ombined With 
an intellec:tu,ll nature, and one great accomplifh
lTItnt of the hving agent confifis 10 the forte and 
fenftbility of IllS animal organs.. The pleafurej or 
pains to WhlCh he is expofed from thiS ·quarter. 
conf1itute to Dim an Important difference between 
~he objeCts which ale thus br0ught to hiS know~ 
ledge, and it concerns him to di1hngUl[h well, be
fate he commIts himfelf to the direction of appe
tire. He mllfi fcrutinize the objeCts of one [enle by 
the perceptions of another; examine with the eye, 
before he ventures to touch; and employ every 
means of obfervation, before he gratifies the appe" 
tites of thiril: and of hunger. Adlfcernment acquir .. 
fd by experience, becomes a faculty of his mindJ 
.nd the ipferences of thought~ are fometimes not 
ta be diftinguilhed from the per~et>tions of fcnfe. 

3 T~ 
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THE objeCts around '\lS, befitlle their feparate 
appearances, ~ave their relations to each other. 
TheY fugg.eft, when compared, what would not 
occur when they are confidered apart; they have 
their effects, and mutual influences; they exhIbit, 
in like circumftances, fimilar operations, and uni

form confeql.lences. When we have found and ex
prefftd the points In which the uniformity of their 
operations confifts, we have aft:ertained a phyficfal 
law. Many fuch laws, and even the moft import
ant, are known to the vulgar, and"occur upon the 
fmaHeO: degrees of refieebon: But others are hId 
pnder a feeming confufion, which ordinary talents 
cannot ~emove; and are therefore the objects of 
ftudy, long o1Jfervation, and fllperior capacity. 
The faculties of penetration and judgment, -are, 
by men ofbufinefs, as wen as offcience, employed 
to 'unra"el intricac~es of this fort; and the degree 
of fagacity with which either is endowed, is to be 
mcafured by the fuccefs with whIch they are able 
to find general rules, applicable to a variety of 
(afes that feemed to have nothing in common, tJld 
to difcover important di!bnCtions between fubjeth 
which the vulgar are apt to confound. 

To colleCt a multi~lcity of particulars under 
gen~ral h~ads, and to refer a vanety of operatIons 
to their common principle, is the objeCl: of fcience. 
To do the fame thing, at leaft within the range of 
his aCtive engagements, is requifite to the man of 

rkafure, or bunnefs: And. It would feem, that t?~ 
. ftudiou$ 
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ftudious and the active ale fo far employed in the 
fame ta~~ from obfervation and experience. tl) 

find the general views under which their objects 
may be confidered, and the rules which may be 
ufefully applied In the detail of their condlla. 
They do not always apply their talents to different: 
fubjeCts; and they feem to be diibnguifhed chlefly 
by the unequal reach and variety of their remarks, 
of by the intention, which they feverally have In 

colleCting them. 

WHILST men continue to at!: from appetites 
and paffions, Jeading to the attainment of external 
ends, they feldom quit the view of their o~jects lB 

detail, to go far in the road of general inquiries. 
They meafure the extent of their own abilities, 
by the promptuude with which they apprehend 
what is important in every fub,OCt, and the facll~y 
with which they extricate themfelves on every 
trying occauon. And thefe, It mufr be conretTed, 
to a being who lS deihned to aCt in the midft of 
difficlllties, are the proper teft of capacity and 
forde. The parade of words and general reafon
iogs, which fometllnes carry an appearance of fo 
much learning and knowledge, are oflittle avail in 
the conduct of life. The talents f10m which they 
proceed, terminate in mere often~ation, and are 
feldom connet!:ed With that fuperior dilcermnent 
which the aCti ve apply in times of perplexity;' much 
lefs with that intrepidity and force of mind which 
are required in paffing through difficult fcenes. 

9 THE, 
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THE abilities of adive men, however, have a 

variety correfponding to that of the (ubjeCts oll 

which they are occupied. A fagaeity applied t~ 

~xt'ernal and inanimate nature, forms one fpecles 

of capacity; that whilh is turned to (oclety and 
human affairs, another. Reputation for parts in any 
feene is equivocal, till we know by what kind of 
exertion that reputation 15 gained. No more can be 

[aid, in commending men of the greatell: abdltI{:s, 
than that they undertland well the fubJdl:s to which 

they have applied: And every department, every 
pwfdIiun, would hdve Jts great men, if there were 
not a chOice of objeCts for the underfiandIng~ and 
oftalents for the mind, as well as offentllTIents for 

the heart, and of habits for the achve character. 

THE meaneft profellions, indeed, fo far fome
tknes forget themli:lves, or the refl: of mankind, 
as to a;rogate, in commending what is difl:mglllfh

din thelf own way, every epithet the moa re
fpeCl:able cbaTI as the 'nght of fuperior abdltles. 

Every mechanic is a great man WIth the learner, 

and the humble admIrer, in hili particular calling; 
and we can, perhaps, 'wlth more aff'urance pro
nounce what it is that fhould make a ~an happy 
and amiable, than what fhould make his abilities 

refpea(9) and his genius admired. This, llpon 
a vie", of the talents themfe1ves, may perhaps be 
impoftible. The dFea, however, will pomt out 
the rule and the ftandard of our judgment. To be 
admired and refpcCted, is to hive an afcendant 

f> 
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among men. The talents which moft direCtly pro--
cure that afcendant, are thofe wlm:h operate on 
mankmd,penetrate tbeirviews,prcventthelrwilhes, 
or fruftrate their defigns. The fupcrior capacity 
leads with a fuperior energy, where every indivi
dual would go, and filews the hefitatlng and irrefo-' 
lute a clear pafTage to the attainment of their ends • 

• THIS defcnptlofl does not pertarn to any pnr
tlcular craft or proreffion; or perhaps it lmphes 
a kind of abihtJ, which the ieparate applIcation 
of men to partlcular calhng~, onl}' telld~ to fup
prefs or to weaken. WhclC {hall we find the 
talents w!lich are fit to aB: with men In a collective 
body, if we break that body into parts, alld con
tine the obfervatlOll of each to a feparate track? 

To aCt 1'n the view of hl~ ldlow-creatures, to 
• It- • 

produce hi~ mind in publlC, to give it alhhe ex-
crcife of fentiment and thought, v.hleh pertain to 

man 3!> a member of foclety, as a fnena, or an ene
my, feems to be the pnnupal caUmg and occupa
tion of his nature. lfhc muit labour, that he may 
fubfift, he can fubfift for nn bertel purpofe than the 
good of melnklOd 7 nor can he have better talents 
theln thofe which quahfy hun to act with mrn. 
Here, indeed, the under!1:.u.dlOg appears to borrow 
very much from 'the p.dTIons, and there IS a feli
city of conduCt in human afi".tirs, in whIch it is dif
ficult to difilllgUlfh the promptitude of the head 
from the ardour and fenfibllity of the heart. Where 

both 
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both are united, they conftitute that fuperiority of 
mind, the frequency of which among men, in 
particular ages and nations, much more than the 
progrefs they have made in fpeculation, or in the 
prad:ice of mechanic and liberal arts, 1hould de
tennine' the rate of their genius, and affign the 
palm of diftinCtion and honour. 

WHEN nations fucceed on~ another in the ~
reer of difcoveries and inquiries, the laft is always 
the mot! knowing. Syftems of fience are gra
dually formed. The globe itfelf is traverfed by 
degrees, and the hiftory of every age, when pait, is 
an acceffion of knowledge to thofe who- fucceed. 
The Romans were more knowing than the Greeks; 
and every fcholar of modern Europe is, in this 
fenfe, more learned than the moO: aCf,omplifhed 
porfon that eter bore either of thofe celebrated 
names.' But is he on that account their fuperior ~ 

MEN are to be eftimated, not from what they 
know) but from what they are able to perform j 
from their fkill in adapting materials to the [everal 
purpores of life; from their vigour and condud in 
purfuing the objects of policy, and in finding the 
expedients of war and national defence. Even in 
lIterature, they are to ee eftimated from the works 
of their genius, not from the extent of their know
ledge. The fcene of mere obfervation was extreme
ly limited in a Grecian repubhc j and the butUc of 
an active life appeared inconfiO:ent with ftudy: But 

t 
there 
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there the human mind, notwithftandi11g, colleaed 
its greateft abilities, md received its beft informa
tions, in the midft of {weat and of duft. 

I T is peculiar to modern EUrope, to reft fo much 
of the human character on what may be learned in 
retirement, and from the information of books. A 
juft admiration of ancient literature, an opinion 
that ~uman fentiment, flnd human reaCon, without 
this aid, were to have vani1hed (rom the (ocieties 
of men, have led us into the 1hade, I where we 

endeavour to derive from imagination and il:udy, 
what is in reality matter of experience and fenci
ment: and we endeavour, through tbe grammar of 
dead languages, and the channel of commentators, 
to arrive at the beauties of thought and elocution, 
which fprang from the animated fpirit of fociety, 
and were taken from the living impreffions of .an 
a[\:ive hfe. Our artainments are frequently limited 
to the elements of every [cience, and feldom reach 
to th:lt enlargement of ability and power which 
ufeful knowledge 1bould give. Like mathemati
cians, who ftudy the: Elements of Euclid, but never 
think of me:nfuration; we read of {oeleries, but do 
not propofe to aCt with men: we repeat the lan= 
guage of politics, but feel not the {pirit of na
tions; we attend to the formalitles. of a mili~ry 
d Ifcipline, but know not how to employ n umbets of 
men to obtain any purpofe by ftratagem or fore •• . \ 

BUT for what end, it may be faid, POi,Dt out an 
evil thar.cannot be remedied? If national affairs 

E caUld 
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called for elter..tion" the genius of men would 
awake; but in the r<tcefs of ~tu:r employment, 
the time which i5 beftowed on fiudy~ if even at .. 
tended with no other advantage, [erves to oc
cupy with innocence the hours of leifure, and fet 
bounds to the purfuit of ruinous and frivolous 
amufements. From no better reafon than this, we 
employ fo many of our early years, under the rod, 
to acquire, what it is not e%peB:ed we Ibouldttetain 
beyond the threfllold of the fchool, and whilfr 
we carry the fJme frivolous character in our ftu
dIe'> that we do in our amufements, the human 
nund could not fuffer more from a contempt of 
letters, than it does from the falfe importance 
which is given to literature, as a bulinefs for life, 
not as a help to our ('onduet, and the means of 
forming a c:'h~raaer that may be happy in itfdf, 
ana ufeful to ma.nkind.' 

IF that time which is paired In relaxing the 
powers of the mind, and in with-holdtng every 
object but what tends to weak-en and to corrupt, 
were employed in .fortifying tfrofe powers, and In 

leaching the mind to recognife its objects, and its 
ftrength, we fhould not~ at the years of matmity, 
be fo much at a 10fs for occupation; nor, in at
tending tht chances of a gaming-table, mifcmploy 
our talents, or wafte the fire which remains in the 
breaft. They, at lea1'l:, who by their ftation~ have 
a {hare in the government of their country, might 
believe themfdves capllbl~ of bufinefs J agd l while 

8 the 
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the ftate had its armies and counC::lls, might find 
objeCts enough tp am\11e., without throwing a per
ronal fortune into hazard, merely to cure the 
yawnmgs of a lrftlefs and infigmficant life. It is 
impoffihle for ever to maintam the tone of fpecu. 
!arion. It tS impoffib'le not fometimes to fed that 
we live among men. 

E 2 SECT. 
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SEC T. VI. 

Of Mqrai Smliment. 

U·. PON a flight obfervation of what paffes in 
human life, we fhould be apt to conclude~ 

that the care of fubfiftence is the principal fpring 
of human aCl:ions. This conlideration leads tOl'the 
invention and pracbceofmechanical artSj itft:rves 
to diftinguifh amufement from bufinefs, and, with 
many, fcarcely admits into competition any other 
fubje8.: of purfuit or attention. The mighty ad.
vantages of property and fortune, when ftript of 
the recommendations they denve from vanity, or 
the more fcrious regards to independence and 
power, only mean a provlfion that If> made for 
'.l.nirnal enjoyment; and If our folicitude on tillS 
fubjed were removed, not oMY the toils of the 
mechanic, but the ftudies of the learnell, wou\cl 
ceafe i every department of public bufincfs would 
become unneceifary; every fenate-houfe would be 
1hU[ up, and every palace deferted. 

Is man therefore, in lefpeCl: to his object, to be 
claffed with the mere brutes, and only to be dlf
ting~iIhed by faculties that qualify him to multi
ply contrivant:es for the fupport and convenience 
of animal life, and by the extent of a fancy that 
renders the care of llnimal prefervation to him 
more burthenfome than It is to the herd wuh which 
he 1bares in the bouncy of nature? If thi#were 

hiS 
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his ~Ilfe, the joy which attends on fuccefs, or the 
griefs which arife from difappointment, would 
make the fum of his paffions. The torrent that 
wafted, or the inundation that enriched, his polfef:' 
feffions, would give him all the emotion with which 
he is feized, on the occauon of a wrong by which 
his fortunes are impaired, or of a benefit by which 
the~ are preferved and enlarged. His fellow
creatures would be confidered merely as they af
feCl:ed his iR'tereft. Profit or 10fs would ferve to 
mark the event of every tranfafrion; and the epi
thets ufo/filar detrimental would fl"rve to diftinguilh 
hIs mates in fociety, as they do the tree which 
bears plenty of fruit, from that which only cum
bers the ground, or intercepts his view. 

THIS, however, is net the hiftory of our fpedes. 
What comes from a fellow-creature is recrived' 
with peculiar emotion j and every language abounds 
with terms that exprefs fomewhat in the tranfac
tions of men, different from fuccefs and difappoint. 
ment. The bofom kindles in company, while 
the point of intereft in view has nothing to in
flame; and a matter frivolous in itfelf, be~omes 
Important, when it {erves to bring to light the iq
tentiolls and ch~raa:ers of men. The foreigner, 
who believed that Oth~llo, on the ftage, \1O'as en
raged for the lofs of his ban~kerch;ef, .was not 
more miftaken, than the reaConer who imputes any 
of the ~ore vehement pamons of men to ,he im
pre1Dbns of '*re profit or laCs, 

E 3 MIN 
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MEN afl'emble \ to deliberate on bufiners; they 

feparate from jealoufies of intereft; but in their 
feveral collibons, whether as friends or as enemies, 
a fire ~ ftruck out which the regards to intereft or 
fafety cannot confine. The value of a favour is not 
meafured when fentiments ofkindnefs are perceiv
ed. and the term misfortune has but a feeble mean
ing, when compared to that of tnf"}t and wrong. 

As attors or fpe8:ators, we are perp.ually made 
to feel the dltTaencc of human conduCt, and from 
a bare rrclt,11 of tranfacbons which have paffed in 
ages and countries remote from our own, are 
moved with admiration and pity, or tranfported 
WIth indlgnatJOn and rage. Ollr fenfibJllty on this 
fubjeCt gives their charm 10 retirement, to the rela~ 
tions of hlftory and to the fittions of poetry J feQds 
(urth the tear of 6>mpaffion, gives to the blood irs 
bnfkefi: [Qovement, and to the eye ItS llveliefi: 
glances of difpleafure or joy. It turns human life 
into an interefting fpeCtacle. and perpetually foli
cits even the indolent to mix, as opponents or 
rr~ends, in the fcenes which are aB:ed before them. 
Joined to the powers of deliberation and rear on, it 
cortftirutes the bans of a moral nature j and, whilft 
it ditlates the terms of praire and of blaIne, ferves 
to dars our fellow-creatures, by the moO: admin .. -
hte ~na engaging, or the moO: odious and con
ttmptiblc, denominations.' 

IT is pleafant to find men, who in their fpecu-
lations deny the reahty of moral dift'ttCHons, -for

get 
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get in detail the general politiOl1s th~ malntai~ 
and give wofe to r1di~ule) indigrultion, and [cotn., 
as if any of thefe f~Dtiments could have place~ 
were the acboos of men Indifferent; or with acri
rmmy pretend to detea the fraud by which mor~ 
reftraints have been impofed) as if co cenfure a 
fraud were not already fQ t;lke 'l part on the fide 
pf morality • 

CAN we e~plain the principles upon which man
kind adjudge the prefereJ1ce of charaCters) and up
on which they indulge futh vehement emotions of 
admiration Qr cqntempt~ Ifit be admitted that we 
cannot, are the facts Iefs true ~ or muIt we fufpend 
the movements of the heart, until they who are em
ployed in framing fyftems of fcience l1ave difcover
cd the principle from whjch. thofe movements pro
ceed l If a finger hurn~ we ca~ not for informa
pon on the properties of fire: If the heart ~e torn, 
or the mind overjoyedJ we have not leifure for 
fpeculations on ~he flJbjecb of moral fenfibJlity. 

IT is fortunate in thill.) as in other articles ~Q 
which [peculation a,nq theory are applied, that na
ture procceps in her COUrle, whiJft the curious are 
bufied in the f~arcfleo{ her principles. The pea
fant, or tht child, can reafon, and judgea and. 
fpeak his Janguage, wid) a difcernment,"a contift
,eney, and a regard to analogy, which perplex the 
logician. the moraltft, and the grammarian, when 

• Mandcvill~ 
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they would find the principle upon which the pro.
ceeding is fourided, or when they would bring to 
general rule, what is fo familiar, and fo well fur
tained in particular cafes. The felicity of our con
duct is more owing to the talent we poffefs for de
tail, and to the fuggeftion of particular occafions, 
than it is to any directIon we can find in theory 
and general fpeculatIons. 

WE muft, in th.e refult o( every inquiry, en
counter with facts which we cannot explain; and 
to bear with thIS mortificatIon WGuld fave us fre
quently a great deal of fruitiers trouble. Together 
with the {enfe of our e",{lenee, ,'iTe muft admit many 
circumftances which come to onrknowkdge at the 
fame time, and in the fame manner; and which 
do, in reality, 'C'onftitute the mode of our being. 
Every peafant WIU tell us, that a man hath his 
rights; and that to trefpafS on thofe rights is injuf
tice. If we alk him farther, what he means by the 
term right? we probably force him to fubftiture a 
lefs fignificant, or lcfs proper term, in the place of 
this. or require him to account for wha~,5s an or\
ginal mode of his mind, and a fenument ~ 1iYhich 
he ultimately refers, when he would explain himfelf 
upon any panicular applicaton of hf langu2.ge • 

. THE righ'ts of individuals may relate to a va
J;'iety of fu~jeasJ and be comprehended under dif
(erent heaqs. Prior to the eftablifhment of pro
peny, and the diftincHon of ranks, men ha".: a 

right 
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right -to defend their perfons, and to ad: .ith 
freedom; they have a right to maintain the ap
prehenfions of reafon, and the feelings of the 
heart; and they cann'Ot for a moment affociate 
together, without feeling that tbe treatment they 
give or receive may be juft or unjuft. It is not, 
however, our bufinefs here to carry the notion of 
*i,ght into its feveral applications, but to reafon 
on the fentiment of favour with which that notion 
is entertained in the mind. 

IF it be true, that men are united by inftintl-, 
that they ad: in focietr from atfetl:ions of kind
nefs and friend1hip; if it be true, that even prior 
to acquaintal!ce and habitude, men, as fuch, are 
commonly to each other objects of attention, and 
fame degree of regard j that while the.ir profpe
rity is beheld with lndifference~ their affliCtions 
are confidered with commiferatlon; if calamities 
be meafured by the numbers and the qualities 
of men they involve; and if every fu~ering of a 
fellow·crcature draws a crodti of attentive (peeta
tors; if, even in the cafe of thofe to whom we do 
not habitually willi any pofitiv~ good, we are ftill 
averfe to be the inftruments of harm; it fhould 
[eem, that i~thefe various appearances of an ami .. 
cable dtfpofirion, the foundations of a moral ap ... 
prehenGon are fufficiently laid, and the fenCe of" 
right which we maintain for ourfe1ves .. , is by It 

mo¥'ement of hutnanicy and candom extended to 
ou~ fellow·creatures. 

WHAT 
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WHAT is it that pc.ompta cAe tongue when we 

cen(ure an ad: m cruelty Of OPpre1li9'? What j, 
it that conftitutes our re1haint from offilncr$ that 
tend to difbefs our feUow-creatur~? It is probe~ 
bly, ip poth cafes, a particular application of that 
principle, which, in prefence of the forrowfuJJ 
fends fonh the tear of compaffion.i and a combi
nation of all thofe fentimenrs, which conftituF_ 
benevolent difpofition; and "if Rot a refolution to 
do good, at leaft an averfion t8 be the inftrument 
of harm· 

• Mankind, we are told, ate devoted to in~rei; and this. 
in .11 commeroal nations, u undoubte4ly true; But it does 
~ot follow, that they are, by their natural dtfpofitions, aver[c 
to fociety and mutual afFeCtion" Proofs of the contrary remain. 
even where intereft triumphs molt:. What muft we think of 
the force of that ~irpofition to ~paflioll, to clJldour. anci 
g'oOd:'will. wluch, 1iotwithftanding the preYailing Opl1l1on 
that the happinefs of a man confifts in poQ"eUing the greateft 
poiJi.ble fuare of .rich~s, preferments, and h~mourst ftill keeps 
~ partiea who are in competition fQr thoIe obje8:s, on a to
lerable footing of a~itYt and leads them to abftain even from 
their own fqppofed good. "hell their feizing it app~. in the 
light of a detriment to others t What migJ1t we Dot expe8: 
fJ'OID the human heart in circumftances which prevented this 
apprebenfion on the fubJefl of fortune, or umler the influence 
of an opinion as fieady lind general as lite former, that 
hIlman feliaty does not cOIl6fi in the induigence8 of aaim~ 
appetite, .but in thofe of a benevoletlt heart; not in fortune 
f?1' iAteftJI:. but in the contempt of thi, very objetl, in the 
courage and freedom which arife from this contempt. joined 
to • refohlte ch oice of COtlduCt, direa~ t& the good or man
kid. or to thr good of 'hac pU11aalar fociety IQ wJaida die 
party belong$ r 

1-1' 
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IT may be difficult, however, to enumerate the 

motives of all the cenfu~s and commendations 
which are apfllied to the afrions of men. Even 
while we moralize, every dlfpofition of the human 
mind may havdts 1hare in forming the judgment, 
and in prompting the tongue. Asjealoufy is often 
the moll: watchful guardian of chaftity, fo malice is 
o~n the quickeftto fpy the failings of our neigh
bour. Envy, affeflat'ion, and vanity, may diClate 
the verdicbwe givtand theworft principles of our 
nature may be at the bottom of our p~etended zeal 
for {J1orality; but if we only mean to inquire, why 
they who are well difpofed to mankind, apprehend, 
in every inftance, certain rights pertaining to their 
fellow-creatures, and why they applaud the con
fideratlOn that is paid to thofe rights, we cannot 
affigo a better reafon, than that?the perfon whQ 
applauds, is well difpofed to the welfare of the par
tIes to whom his applaufes refer. Applaufe, how
ever, is the expreffion of a peculiar fentiment; an 
expreffion of efteem the reve,rfe of con~mpt.' Its 
object is perfection, the reverfe of defect. This 
~ntiment is not the love of mankind; it is that by 
which we eftimate the qualities of men, and the 
objects of our purCuit; that which doubles the force 
of e~ery defire or averfion, when we confid~ j ts 
objeCt as tending to raife or to fink O\lr n~tw'e. 

WHl-N we confider" that the reality of aoy ami
cable propenfity in the human mind has been {re., 
qu&t1y conteited i when we recollelt the preva

lence 
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lence ofintuefted competitions. with their attend
ant paffions of jealoufy, envy, and malice j it may. 
f~cm ftrange to allege, that love and compaffion 
art, next to the defire of elevation, the moil: 
powerful motives i~ ~he human breaft: That they 
urgeJ on JTlanf occaDons, with the moft irrefiftible 
veQern~pce J ~nd If the defire of felf-prefervation be 
IT)pre,~onftant, and more uniform, thefe are a more 
plentiful fouree of enthufiafm, fatisfaCtion, and 
joy. With a power not ipferi* to th'l.t of refent· 
tpent and rage, they hurry the mind into every fa
criflce of intercft, and bear it undifmayed through 
every hardlhip and danger. 

THE. difpofition on which friendfuip is p;rafted, 
glows-with fatisfaaion in the hours of tranquillity, 
.lad is pleafant, not only in its triumphs, but even 
19 its forrows. It throws a grace on the external 
air, a~d, by its expreffion on the countenance, 
compellfates for the want of beauty, or gives a 
charm which no complexion or features can equal. 
From t~is fource the fcenes of human life derive 
their principal felicity; and their imitations in 
poetry, their principal ornament. Defcripdons qf 
nature, even reprefentations of a vigorous con
dud, Ind a manly courage, do not engage the 
hea.rt, i{ ~y be not mij{ed with the exhibition of 
generous fentiments, .and the pathetic, which is 
found to arire in &e flruggles, the triumphs, or 
the misfonunes of a tender affection. The dn.~ 
of Polites) in the lEn('id, is not more affe~~g 

lhan 
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than that of many others who peri1hed in the ruins 
of Troy i but the aged Priam was prefent when 
this laft of his fons w~s Oain; and the agonies of 
grief and fort0Vl force the parent from his retreat, 
to fall by the hand that fhed the blood of his 
child. The pathetic of Homer confifts in exhi
biting the force of affeCtions, not in exciting mere 
terror and piey ; paffiam he has never perhaps, in 
any inftance, attemoted to raife. 

WITH this tendency to kindle in~o enthufiafin, 
with this command over the heart, with the plea
fure that attends its emotions,and with all itseffeEts 
in meritmg confidence, and procuring efteem, it is 
not furprifing, that a principle of humanity fhould 
give the tone to our commendations and our cen
fures, and even where it is hindered from dired-
ing our conduEt, fhould frill givl! to the mipd, ot! 
refleCl:ion, its knowledge of what is deCirable in the 
human character. WhlZt hlljllhou done wt'th thy 
orother ,Ahe! 1 was the firft expoftulation in behalf 
of moral ity; and if the firft anfwer has been often 
repeated, mankind have notwithftanding, in one 
fenfe, fufficiently acknowledged the charge of thtir 
nature. They have felt, they have ta)ke~, and 
even acted, as the keepers of their feUew-crearurC's: 
1'hey have made the indications of candour and 
mutual atfdHon the teft of what is meritorious and 
amiable in the charaEters of meri: They have m.e 
cruelty and oppreffion the principal objeC;ts of their 
jndignation and rage: Even while the head js oc~ 

cupied 
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feduced ioto friendfhip; and whUe bufiners pro
ceeds on the maxims of felf-prefervadon, the 
carelefs hour is employed in generolity' and 
kindnefs. 

HINCE the role by which men commonly judge 
of eKtetnal aa~ns, is taken from the fuppofed 
influence of ruch aClions on the general good. 
To abftain from harm, is the'great law of natnral 
juftice j to diff'ufe happinefs, is the law of mora
lity; and when we cenfure the conferring a favour 
on one or a few at the expence of many, we refer 
to public utility, as the great objeCt at which the 
aCtions of men fhould be aimed. ' 

AFTEll all, it muft be confelTed, that if a prin
eiple 9f alfe8:ion to mankind be the bafis of our 
14'Ioral.~pprobation and diflike, we fometimes pro
ceed in diftributing applaufe or cenfure, without 
precifely attending to the degree in which our 
fellow-creatureS are hurt or obliged j and that, 
befides the virtues of candour, friend1hip, genero
fity, and publIc fpirit, which bear an immediate 
reference to this principle, there are others whlch 
mlY {oem to derive thell commelJdation from a 

• ',." L" di1fet~nt lource. Temperance, prudence, IOrri-
tude, ate thore qualities likewife admIred from a 
p~nciple of regard to our fellow-creatures? Why 
t;lo~ finee they render men happy in themfe1ves, 
and ufcfuT to others? He who is qualIfied to £ro-

" . . 
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mote the welfare of maR~nd., is neither a {or., a 
foof, nor a coward. Can it ·be more dea.rly -ex
preifed, that t-emperaru:c, prudence, and fortitudt, 
are neceB"ary to tRe charaCter wt l<>ve and admire? 
I know wen why I lhould with for them iR myfdf, 
and why likewife I 1hould WIth for them in my 
friend, and in every perfoo who is an objeCt: of 
111yaffection. ,But to what purpofe feek for rea
fans of approbacionJ where qualities are fo nt"cef
fary to our happinefsJ and fa great a part in the 
perfedion of our nature? We mufi: ceafe to efteem 
ourfelves, and to diftingui1h what is excellent, 
when fuch qualifications incur our neglect. 

A perfon of an affectionate mind, polfdfed of a 
maxim, That he himfelf. as an individual, is DO 

tnore rJw,n a parr of the whole that demands his 
regard, has found, in that pridciple, a fqfficieftt 
foundatIon fOT all the virtues; for a contempt of 
animal pleafures, that would fupplant his princi
pal enjoyment; for an equal contempt of dangt"r 
or pain, that come to ftop his pbrfuits of public 
good. (( A vehement and fteady aff'eB:ioll mag
.c nities its objea, and leA"ens every difficulty or 
cr danger that ftands in the 'W':ly." "Atk thole 
~' who have been in 10Te/' fays Epi8:etus, cc they 
C( will know that I fpeak truth. U 

CC I have befor~ me/' f.a.ys another em~t 
moraliftej "aD idea ofjuftice, which if! ~ulci 
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.. OJ t«4il, ~1JH1I14III. Eat.t ~ 
" follow in ev~t'J ~~J fhou1.~.~n.k myfd{ 
H t~ m6ft: bipW -eJ ~:t Aqd #.(14 of cc;mf,e
q~Jlce to their hap~in~f~ aa well ;15; ~ !h~r c;on. 
dua, if thofe c~ be d4joiped. t~t ~Jl ibould 
have this ide~ properly formed ~ It is perhaps blolt 
ano~he~ IMfUc,.for that ,good of ,ma.,kipd1 which 
tile yitfJlollJ arc engaged to promote. If virtue 
bc..~ ,fupreroe good, its beft and moft figllal ef .. 
rea i" to communicate and diffufe inelf. 

'to difiinguifh men by the difJ'erence of their 
moral qualities, to efpoufe one party from a fenfe 
ofjuftice, to oppofe another even with indignation 
when excited by iniquity, are the common indica
tions of probity, and the operations of an animated, 
upright, and generous fpirit. To guard againft 
unj un partialities, and ill-grounded antipathies; to 
Ql&intain that compofure of mind, whicltwithout 
impairing its f~nfibility or ardour, proceeds in 
every inftance with difcernment and penetration, 
are the marks of a vigorous and cultivated [pirit. 
To be able to fbllow the diB:ates of fuch a fpirie 
through all the varieties of human life) and with a 
mind always mafter of itfdf,. in profperity or ad .. 
veruty. aDd poifefied of all its abuitics~ when the 
fubjc~ in hazard arc life, or freedom, as much as 
in tlnling fimple queftions of interefl, are the tri
umphs Or magnanimity, and true elevation of 
milld. ..c Th~ event of the day· is decided. 
ct ~Draw this javelin from my body 1I0w/' . {aid 
Epamioondas, If and let me bked," 



111 what- ntuation, 01'; b1 what lftft~; .. ie 
this wonderftd chanc9:er to be formed? Is- it fo»t\d 
in the nurfeties of atreaaqofl) pertnefs, an.d VIlnity, 
f.rom which fllfhion is propagated, and the.,gentctl 
i.e; announced? in great and opulent cities. whefC 
liQen vie with each other in equipage, drefs, an. 
the 1Ie,utatie* Gf fartuod Is it within the admKea 
precinCts of a court, where we may learn to finiJe 
without being pleafed, to carefs without affeCtion, 
to wound with the feeret weapons of envy and jea
loufy, and to r:eft our perfQnal impC)rtance on cir
cumQ:ances which we cannot a.lways with honour 
comm¥ld? No:: Butin a fitlUt40J:l where the great 
fentiments Qf the heart are awakened; where the 
characrers of men7 F10t their fituations and fortunes, 
are the principal dit:lia®n. where the anxieties 
{)[ intereft, or vanity, penfh in the blaze of ~ore 
vigorous emotions; and where tJ"e human. foul,· 
l1aving felt .nei recognifed its objeB:s, like an 
animal who bas (acted the blood of his prey, can
not defcend t-o pur"fuits thac leave its talents and 
its force unemployed. 

PROPER oceaGons alone operating Oft a nifed 
and a happy difpofition. may produce this 'ad
mirable dre&. whilft mere inftrud:ion may afways 
find mankind at a lofs to comprehend its. mean
jng~, or infenfJble to its dicrates. The cafe, how
ever, is not defperate, till we hav!; formed our 
iJft~m .... of poluics, as well as manners J till we 
ilavi.(O~ our freedom for titles, equipage, and 
&:iiftinctions j till we fee no merit but profperiry 
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and. ,...wer, ftO difgraoe but poverty and neglet\:. 
What charm of. inftruaion can cure the mind 
that is tainted .ith this difordtr? What fyten 
't'f)ice can awaken a defi~ of freedom, that is held 
to be meanne&. and a want of ambition? or 
.falt .perfuaiioD can turn the grimace of poHtenefs 
"to tw. febtiments of humanity and bndour f 

SECT. 



Of Hiippi"eft. 

-HAVING had uwr our confideration the ac-
tive powers and the moral qualities which dlf

tinguilh the nattlr\!, of man, is it frill neceffary tha-t 
we fhould U"eat of his happinefs apart? This figm
fkan.t term, the moll: frequent) and the moft fa
miliar~ ia our conv-erfation~ is, perhaps, on reflec
tion, the .leaft ufld«ftood. It ferves to exprefs 
Qur ~faaion, when any defire is gratified:' I t is 
pronounced with a fight when our -object is diltant: 
It meana what we wlih flO obtain, and what we 
fddom itay to <:x.amine. We eftimate the value 
of every fubje6t by its utility. and its ini1ue~ce oa 
happwefs; but we think that utility itfdf, and 
happlllefs, require 00 explanation. 

Toou men are 'Commoaly efteemed the hap
pielt~ whofe deIires are moft frcquendy gratified. 
But if, in reality~ me poffeffion of what they de
firc, and a continued fruition, were requifite to 
happ.inefs, mank.ind for the.moft part would have 
!"CaCon to complain of their ]ot. What £!ley call 
their enjoyments, are generally momentary J and 
the objettof fanguine expeCtation, when obtained, 
ao longer continues to occupy the mind: A new 
pafilon. fuccetds, and the imagination, as before, 
is intent on ~ dlftW felicity. 
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Ho"," many refteltions of this fort are fuggefted 
by melancholy, or by the eff'e41s of that ~ry lan
guor and inoccupation' into which we would wil
lingly fink, under the notiono.f freedom from care 
and trouble l 

W HEW we ehter on a formal computation of ~~e 
enjoyments or fufferings which are prepared for 
mankind, it is a chance but we find that pain, by 
its intenft.tnefs, jt~ duratipo, or frequency, isgreatly 
predominant. The acbvlty and eagernefs with 
which we prefs from one ftage of life to aDother, 
our ullwdlll1gnefs to return on the paths we have 
trod; Qur averfion in age to renew .the froHcks of 
youth, or to repeat in manhood the amu[emeoc$ 
of children, have been accordmgly ftated as proofs, 
that our memory of the paft, and our feeling or 
the prefent, are'equal fubjeccs of dlfiikc and dl1:" 
pleafure -. 

THIS conclufion, however, like many others, 
dt:awn from our fuppofed knowledge of caufes, does 
not correfpond wIth e~perience. In every fi:reet, 
in every village, in every tield, the greater num
ber of perfans we: meet, ("arry an afpea: that is 
cheerful or thoughtlefs, indifferent, compafed, 
bufy, or animate~. The labourer whiftles to his 
.team, and the mechanic IS at eafe in his calling; 
the frolidome and gay feel a feries of pleafures. vf 
whicb we know not the fource; even they who 
dcmonftrat,e the miferies of human life, wheD in. 

• Maupertlrlt; ~ft'ai de Morale. 
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tent on their argument~ efcape from, t~r 'for~ 
rows, and .find a tol(rab'-t>aftime in proving tbat 
men ace unhappy. 

THE very terms'pleafurl and pai1l, perhaps, are 
equivocal; but if they are confined, as they ap
pear to be in many of our reatonings, tp the mere 
fentatlons which have a reference to external ob
jects, either in the memory of the paft, the feellOg 
of the prefent, or the apprehenfion of the future, 
it is a grilt error to Suppoft', that I they compre
hend all tne conftituents of happinefs or mifery.l 
or that the good-humour of an ordinary life is 
maintained by the prcvalence of thofe pleafures, 
which have their feparate names, and are, on re
flection, diftincUy remembered. 

THE mind, during thegreaterparto(itsexi~nce,. 
is ell\ployed in attive exertions, not in me.rely at
tendIng toits own feelings of pleafure or pain; and 
the hft of 1tS faculties, underftanding, memory" 
forefight, fentiment, will, and intention, only con
tains the names of Its different operaciops. 

IF, in the abfence of every fenfation to which we 
commonly give the names either of enjoyment or 
fuffering, our very exiftence may have its oppofite 
qualities of bappinefs or mifery; and if w1lat we 
call pJe4fu~1 or paUl, occupies but a {mall p,art of 
human bf~, comW~d to what paff(,:~ in contriv
ance and execution, in purf\1its and.e,xpeCtations, 
i~tcc!nd1,laJ reactijo~J afld facial engagements.!: 
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it m~ apptif,: that bur atai¥e pm1lis, . st Inft 
eft acco\tnt of their d_tWr1,. defel'ft. the greater 
part Q£ our attention. When their eccafleos nave 
fai~dT the demanc1_ is not for pleawre,. but for 
fomethmg to do; and the 'Very complaints of a. 
fuft"cr.er are not fo (lire a mark of diLbers, as the 
fta1'lC of the languht. 

WE feldom, ho\'ltt\rer, recko!\ any tIa'fk; which we 
are bound to perform, a.mong the bleffings of life. 
We always aim at a p~riod·of pure enj.ment, OIl 

a lermination of trDuble; and ovedook the fouree 
from which moft of OUI' prefent fari,{aCl:ions are 
really drawn. AJk the bUfy, Where is the hap
pinefs to which they afpire? they will anfwer, per
haps, That it is to be found in the object of fom~ 
pref~nt purfuit. lJf we alk, why they are not mi .. 
"ferabJe in the ab1'ence of that happineCs? they will 
fay, That they hope to attain it. Bm is it hope 
alone that fupports the mind in the midll of preca
rious and uncertain profpe& ~ and would affurance 
of ruecers fill the intervals of expectation with 
JII1Orc: pleating emottons? Give die htmtfinan his 
prey, give the gamefter the gold which 1S ftaked 
on the game, that the one may not neltd to fatigue 
hill perron, nor the other to pe1l'1ex his mind, and 
both will probably laugh at O\lr- foUy!" The ooe 
will ftlikc his money anew, that he may be per~ 
plexcd i' the other will turn his ftag to the fielc!; 
that'he may hear the cry of the dog!, and follow 
through danger and nardfhip. Withdraw the oc
~.tionl of mellF terminate their defU"el', .~xift .. 
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ence is a bunko, aad the iceration or merflorT 
is,a tormmf. 

Till men of this country, tays one lady, Iho\dd 
learn to fow and to knit J it would hinder their 
time from being a burden to themfelves, and to 
other people. That is true, fays another J for my 
part, though I never look abroad, I tremble as: 
the prorpea: of ba~ weather, fot then the gen· 
tlemen come mopIng to U$ for entertainment J 

and the 4ight of a hufi>&nd in difirefs,; j, but a 
melancholy fpeetade. 

THE difficulties and hardlhips en human lire 
:&re fuppofed to detraB: from the goodnefs of God; 
yet many of the pa(times men devife for them ... 
1elves are fraught with difficulty and danger. The 
great inventor of the game of Ilumtn life: kne'" 
well how to accommodate the players. The 
chances are matter of complaint: But if thefe 
were removed, the game itfelf would nO" longer 
amure the parties. In deviling, or in executing 
a plan, in being carried <?n the tide of emotion 
and fentiment, the mind fcems to unfold its ~ .. 
ing, and to enjoy itrdf. Even where the end 
and the obj~a: are known to be of little avail, the 
talents and the fancy afe often intenfely, applied, 
tnd bufinefs or play may amufe them alike. W,e 
only ddire re-pore to .rec.ruit our limited ~nd our 
'Waftingforc~: When b~finefs fatigues, an:wfemopt 
is grten but a change of occupation. We art not 
always unhaPPYI even wben we complain. There 
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is a k~4, 0( ~~ruoo wl\i~h mWs an agreeable 
ftate of the mind; and lamentation itfeU" is fbme
time,s an expreffion of pleafure. The painter and 
the poet have laid hold of this handle, and find, 
amon&r the means of entertainment,. a favouublt 
reception for works that are comp,ofed to awaken 
Qur fqrrows. 

To. a being of this.defct:iption, therefore, it ii, a 
blcffing to meet with illcentives to aCtion, whe,.
ther in the defire of pleafure, or the averfion to 
pain. His aCtivity is of more importance than 
the very ple\fure he feeks, and languor a greater 
evil than the fuffering he thuns. 

THE grltifications of animal appetite are of 
{hart duratiom; and fenfuality is but a dIil:emper 
~f tbt. mind. whtch ought to be cured by rem em
brand!, if it were not perpetually inflamed by
hope. The chace is not more furely terminated 
by me death of the game,. than the joys of the 
voluptuary by the means of completing his de
ba.uch. As a band of focicty, as a matter of dif .. 
tant purfuit, the obJeets of fenfe make an imporr
ant part in the iyftem of human rife. They lew 
us to fulfil the purpofes Qf nature> ic preferving 
the individual, and in perpetuaQng the fpecies: 
but UJ·rely on their ufe as a principal conftituent 
of happinefs, were an error in fpeculation, atlt! 
would be frill more an error in praCtice. Even 
me maftcr of the feraglio, for whom all the trea
.tares of empire are extorted from !tile hoaris of 
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its frighteQ inhabitant$) for whoM' alone the 
choiceA Irtnerald aDd tbe diamond are drawn from 
Ute mi.Ae,. for ~ hom every breeze is enriched with 
pcr(wfllcs" for whom' beauty io a1Temblcrd from 
every quarter, and, animated by paffions thal 

ripen under the vertical lun, is confined to thtr 
grate for hi" ufe, is frill, perhaps, mOFe wreoched 
than the very herd of the people, whore labouPl 
.. lid proper~~s are. devoted to relieve hlitl of 
trou.ble> and. to procure hj.m. enjoyment.. 

SENSUALITY is ealrly overcome by any of the 
habits of purfuit which ufually engage an adive 
mind. When cunolity is awake, or when pallion 
is excited, even in die midft of the feaft when con
verfation grows wann, grows jovial, or ferious, the 
pleafures of the table we know are forgotten. The 
boy contemns them for play, ando tbe man 6f age 
declines them for bufinefs. 

W HEN we reckon the crrC1:lmftances that cerre
fpond to tbe nature of any animal, or to that of 
man in particular, ruch a\ fafety, lhelter, food, and 
the other means of enjoyment or prefervation, we 
it>mc:times think that we have found a fen'tible and 
a folid foundation on which to refl: his felkity. 
But thofe who are leaf! difpofed to moralize, ob
ferve, that happinefs is not conneCted ""it.'A fOll

tune, although fortune includes at once all the 
means of fubfiftence, and ~e means of fenrual in-

, dnlgence. The circumftances that r.equiM:alMli
nelWe, courage, and c,?nduEt, expofe us to ha
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zard; .and are in, defotiption of tlJe. painful kind, 
yet the able, the brave. and the artient, kem mol: 
to -enjoy themfelves ~hen placed in the midft of 
di1ficulti~ and obliged to c·mp!,oy the powers 
they pofJ'eft. 

SPINOLA being told, that Sir Francis Vere died 
of having nothing to do, raid, ., That was enough 
"' to kill a general· .. • How many are there to 
whom war itfclf is a 'Pafiime, who chufe the life 
of a foldier, expofed to dangers and continued. 
fatiguf'1 J of a mariner, in confha: with every 
hardfhip, and bereft of every convenicncy; of a 
politician, whofe fport is tbe condud: of parties 
and faCtions; and who, rath~r than be idle, will 
do the bufinefs of men .and of nations for whom 
he has noc the fmalleft regard. Such men do not 
~huft pain u, pJlefc:rable to pleafure, but they are 
incited by a reftlefs difpofition to make continued 
~xertion$ of capacity and refolution; they triumph 
in the midfi: of thetr ftruggles; they droop, and • "they languilh, when the occafion of their labour 
bas (.Cafed. 

W RIo:r was enjoyment, in the fenCe of db!; 
youth, who, according to Tacitus~ loved danger 
kfdf, not the rewards of courage l Wha:t is the 
profpeci of pJeaful'('~ when ,he found of the horn 
-.r the trumpet, the cry of the dogs, or the fuout 
-ei war, awaken the ardour of the fportfman and 
~. ~ 1 The moLl: animating occaUona -of 

• '.Life of LaId Herbert. 
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'nll'l1U IJk, aM call. _ dahger'pd hsrdQ)ip, not 
_vicati ... to (atet, aatt 'Cafe: and mall himfe-tF~ 
in bi.cxceUence~ is. DOt an lUlimal-of pleafUre, n6I" 

deftiae<i' mett'~ ~ n'l}oy,what the titments bring 
to his ufe; but like his a8Q(:iares, tlrte OOg'and the 
borre, to foll().w the exercifes of his nat\lre,. in PN:
ference to what are catted its enjeyments-; to pine 
in the ].ap of eafe and of alBuence, and to eJfUit in 
the mi~ of alarms., that feem too threaten his be
ing, in «Btl whieh, his difpoH'lion so attio~ only 
keeps pace With thelivariety of powers witth which 
he IS furni~d j and the molt rcfptrtlable attri
butes of his nature~ magnammity, fortitude, and 
~(If~Qm,. carry a manifeft reference to the dif
ficulties with which he is deR:ined to ftruggle. 

IF animal pleafufl! b~com(tr. infipid when the
£pirit is roufed iily a dlifeI!ent 'Ohjeft,. it's weU 
known,.likewife, tha~ the fenfe of pain is prevented 
by any vehement aff'etl:ion of the foul. Wounds 
J!eceived in a heat of pafftOn, in the hurry, the ar
dour,. or confternation vf battle) aret naver felt till 
the ft-rment of the mind fubfldC's. Event ror
ments, deliberately applied, and induftrioufiy 
prolonged? are born with firmnefs,. and with an 
appearance of eafe7 when the mind i!" poffetfed 
wivh fome \tigorotls fentim~nt, whetherof reHgioor 
eJlrthufiafm,. or love to mank.indr 'J"he ~ontinued 
moftrficario'll1J'Of fuperftirious devOtees in·\{eftra~ 
ages 0{' the' Chriftian church; the wild perrant8,. 
.ill volurttnily- borne, during many '~tlt, by 
Uteligionifts of the taft;, the GCJntempt in which 
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famine -and to~re are held by 1J1lOft: fa~. na.. 
tions; the cheertul or obllinate -palienee of the 
!Oldier in the field f the hardthips endured by rhe 
fportfman in hiipaO;ime, 1how how much we may 
err in computing the mifedei of men, from the 
meafures of trouble and of fuffering they {eem to 
iQcur: And if there be a refinement in ~ffirmingol 
that their happinefs is not to be meafured by the 
contrary enjoyments, it is a {e£inernent which was 
made by Regulus and Cincinnatus before the date 
of phtlofophy. Fabricius lwew it while he had 
heard arguments only on the oppofite fIde·: It 
18 a refinemeJlt, which every boy knows at his 
play, and every favage confirms.; when he looks 
from his foreft on the pacific city, and fcorns the 
plantation, whore mafter he cares not to imitate • 

• MA.N" it mufl::.be confeJfed, n,otwithftancling aU 
tllis at1:ivity of his mind, is an animal in the full 
extent of that defignation. When the body fickens, 
the mind droops; and when the blood ceafes to 
flow, the foul takes its departure. Charged with 
the care of his prefervation" admonifhed by a fenfe 
of pleafure or pain, and guarded by an inftinCl:ive 
fear of death, nature h., not mtrufted his fafety 
to the mere vigilance of his uoderftanding, nor 
to the government of his uncertain re'BeCl:ions. 

THE diftinflion betwixt mind and body i$ fol
lowed by confequeoces pf the greateft import
ace i but the fills to which we now refer, are 

• Plutarch in Vit. P¥rrh. 
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not firundtd on any tenets "ha~eF. They are 
equaUY'ttoe, -Whether 1fe admit ~r rejeB: the dif. 
dntl:iGn in'queftion, or whether we fuppofe, that 
this living agent is formed of one, or is 1m arw 
femblage of feparate natures. And the materi
aTIlt, 'by mating Of mati as of an engine, tannot 
make·8tty 'dlaHge in the ftl~ or his hiftory. He 
is a being', who,' by a multiplicity of viAble or
gans, performs It variety of funffiOhs. He bends 
his joints, lcontrafts ot reldxes his' lmufe1es in our 
fight. He continues' the 'beating of the heart in 
his breafr, and the flowing 'of the blood to every 
part of his (rattle. He performs other operations 
which we cannot refer to any corporeal organ': 
FTe perceiJes,' he recoHecb;; and forecafts j he de
fires, and he fhuns; he adn:ires, and contemns. 
He enjoys his pleafures, or l1e endures his pain. 
All theft' different funCl:ions, iIf fome me~rure; 
go weJi of ill together. When the motion of the 
blood is languid, the mufcles relax, the uncler
ftanding is tardy, and the fancy is dull: when 
diftemper a{fails him, the phyfician muil: attend 
no Iefs to what he thinks, [han to what he eatl, 
and examine the rtturns of his pamon, together 
with the {hokes of his pulfe. 

WITH all his ragacity, his precautions, and hi. 
inftintl:s, which are given to preferve his be~gJ 
he partakes in the fate of other animals, and feeins 
to be formed only that he may die. MyriadS 
perilh before they reach the perfeCtion of their 
kiad j and th~ iIldividuaJ, with an option te owe 
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the protongatioa of hil tempora" ccmrfe • refo
JUtion1 and <:onchaftt~1" £6, abjea fear, frequently 
chufes the latter, ami. by a habit of timidity, em .. 
bitters the life he is (0 intent to prcferve. 

MAlf, hoIrever, 'at times, ..exeMpted from this 
mertifying lot, i«mI to aCt .trlaout any tt'gard to 
the leasth of his period. When he thinks intenfely, 
or defircs widl aldour, pleafures and pains froOm 
any other qua11ler affau him in vam. Even in his 
dying bour, the mufcles acquire a tone from his 
{pirit, and the mind feern, to depart in its vigour, 

• and Nl the mld(t of a ftruggle to obtaln the re
cent aim of irs roils. Muley Moluck, borne on 
his litter, and {pent with difeafe, rull fought the 
battle, in the midft of which he (spired i and the 
1aft effort he made, with a finger on his lips, was 
A fighal to CQftccal his death • ~ The precaution, 
perhaPs, of all which he had hithertO taUn, the 
moil: neceffary to prevent a defeat. 

CAN no reflefrions aid us in acquiriAg this habit 
of the foul, fa \lfeful in carrying us through many 
9£ the ordinary fcenes of life? If we fay, that they 
cannot, the reality of ... happinefs is not the lefs 
evident.' The Greeks and the Romans confidered 
p,xltempt of pleafure, endurance of pain, and ne
~lea of life, as eminent qualities of a man, and a 
principal fubjeCt of difcipline. They trufted, that 
the vigorous fpirit would find worthy objects on 
~~ich to employ its force; and that the firtlJlep 

• Vertot's Revolutions of Portugtl. 
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towards a ~\lte choice of fuch objech, was to 
ihakc off the mcaaaeft of a f9liGitQus and timorous 
mind. 

MANKIND, in general, have courted occafions 
to difplay their courage" and frequently, in [euch 
of admiration, have pre{ented a fpeetaele, which 
to thofe who have ceafed Co regard fortitude on 
its own account. ~comes a fubjeCl: of horror. 
Scevola held his arm in th~ fiN', to,fuake the foul 
of Porfenna. The favage inure:, his body to the 
torture, that in the hour of trial' he may exult 
over his enemy. Even the Mulfulman tcars his 
flelh to win the heart of his mifi:1"efs, 'and cornea 
in gaiety ftreaming with blood, to 1hew tnat he 
deferves her efteem •• 

SOMC'nations carry the praCijce of ,inHiaing, 
or of {porting with pain, to a degree that is' either 
trud or abfurd j others regard every profpect of 
t,odily fuffering as the greaten of evils i and in 
the midft of their troubles, imbitter every real 
affliCtion, with the terrors of a feeble and dejeCted 
imagination. We are not bound to anlwer for 
the follies of either, nor, in treating a queftion 
which relates to the nature of man, make an efti
mate of its ftrength or its weaknefs, from the 
habits or apprehenfions peculiar to any nation or 
age. 

• Lettel'l of the Right Honourable Lady .-1 w-
M~ I .. 
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~be lame fubjtl1 (oll/illl/cd. 

WHOEVER. has compared together the differ
ent conditions and manners of m~n, un

eer varieties of education or fortune, will be fa
nstied, that mere fituati6n' does not conftitl1te 
tbeir happinefs or mifery i npr a diverGty of ex
ternal obfervances imply any oppofition of fenti
roents on the fubjetl: of morality. They exprefS 
theIr kindnef's ~ncl t~eir enmity in different ac
tions; but ~indners or en'mity is frill the princi; 
pal'article of conllderatiol1 in human Jif~. They 
engage in different purfuits, or acqniefce in dif
f,~enF C;Onqjti9n.& i but. act fro!ll pa~ nearly 
;he, fa.rne, There is no precife meafure of ac~ 
commo~ation required to fuit Jheir conveniency" 
por any}e&ree of dan~er or fafety under wbicq 
,they are peculiarly fitted to afr. Courage anq 
generoGty, fear and envy, are nat peculiar to 
';lny ftation or order of men i nor is there any 
~ondit,ion in which fome of the human race hav~ 
!lot ibe",:n, that it is pomble to ~mploy, with prQ
prje~y f the talents and virtuf;S of their fp~c;ies~ 

WHAT, then, is that myfterious thing called 
Happinefs which may have place in fuch a variety 
.Q£ fi4tionN and to w hi~h circulTIftances, in ORt age 
or nation thought neceffary" are in another held te 
~e dcftruB:ive or of no effeCt? It.is not;.the·fuc-

ceffion 
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ceffion of mere animal pleafures, which; apar,t 
from the occupation or the company in whidt 
they engage us, can fill up but a few moments 
in human life~ On toO frequent a repetition, thofe 
pleafures turn to fatiety and dHguft; they teat' 
the conftitution to which they are applied in cx
cefs, and, like the lightning of night, only ferve 
to darken the gloom through whIch they occa
fionally break. Hap.pmefs is not that fiate of 
repofe, or that imaginary freedom from care, 
which at a dlftance is fo frequent an objeCt of 
defire, but with its approach brings a tedium, or 
a languor, more unfupportable than pain itfelf. 
If [he preceding obfervarions on this fubjetl be 
juft j it arifes more from the purfuit, than from 
the attainment of any end whatever J and in every 
new fituation to which we arrive; even in the 
courfe of a profperous life, it depends raor~ on 
the degree in which our minds are properly ·em
ployed, than it does on the circumftances in which 
we are deftined to act, on the materials which are 
placed in our hands, or the tools with whjch we 
are furniihed. 

IF this be confeifed in refptCl: to that clafs of 
purfuits ,which are diftinguithed by the name of 
Ilmlljelllml, and which, in the cafe of men v. ho are 
commonly deemed the moft happy, occupy the 
greater part of human life, we may apprehend, that 
it holds, much more than IS commonly fufpettCd, 
m many cafes of bufinefs, where the end to be 
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gained, and not the occupation, 1$ fuppofed to 
have tbe principal value. 

THE mifer himfelf~ we are told, can fometimes 
confider rhe care of his wealth as a paftime, and 
has challengtd his heir, to have more plea[ure in 
{prendmg, ,han he in amaffing hIs fortune. W!th 
this degree of indifference to what may be the con
duCt of others; with chis c:onfinement of his care 
to wh.at he has chofen as his own province, more 
l'fpeci:zlly )f he has conquered in hlmfdf the paf
flons of jealoufy and envy, which tear the covet
ous nund; ""hy may not the man whofe objeCt is 
money, be underftood to lead a lIfe of amufement 
and pleafure, not only more entire than that of 
the fpendthnfr, but even as much as the vircuo{o, 
the fcholar, the man of tafre, or any of that clafs 
of 'perf"ns who have found out a method of paiT
jng their leifure without offence, and to whom the 
acquifitions made, or the work9 produced, in their 
{everal ways, perhaps, are as ufelef~ as the bag to 
the mifer, or the counter to thofe who play from 
mere dlfIipation at any game of {kill or of chance? 

WE are foan tired of diverfions that do not ap~ 
proach to the nature of bufinefs J that is, that do 
not engage fome pamon, or give an exercife pro
parti'oned to our talents, and Ollr faculties. T~ 
chace and the gaming-table have each then- dlan
gen and difficulties) to excite and employ the 
Mind. All games of contention animate our 
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emulation, and give a fJ>ecies of party-zeal. The 
JTlathematician is only to be amufed with intricate 
problems, the lawyer and the cafUlft with cafes 
that try their fubtilty, and occupy their judgment. 

THE defire of active engagements, like every 
other natur~l appetite, may be carried to exc:Clfs ~ 
and men may debauch in amufements, as well as 
in the ufe of wme, or other intoxicating liquors. 
At tirft, a trifling flake, and the occupatiqn of a 
moderate pallion, may have ferved Ito amufe the 
gamefter; but when the drug becomes familiar, 
It falls to produce its eff'et't: -The play is made 
deep, a,nd the intereft increafed, to awaken his 
attention; he is carried on by degrees, and in the 
end comes to feek for amufement, and to find it 
only in thofe pallions of anxiety, hope, and de'll! 
fpair, which are roufed by the ha2ard mto wttich 
he has thrown the whole of hi!> fortllnes. 

IF men can thus turn their amufements into a 
feene more ferious and interelhng than that of 
bufinef!> itfdf, it will be difficult to allign a rea-
10n, why buLinef!>, and many of the occupations 
Qf human hfe) mdependent of any diftant confe
quences or future events, may not be chofen a~ 
an amufemc~t, and adopted on account of ~ 
paftime they bring. This is, p.erhaps, the.foun,
dation on which, without the aid of reRec ... 
tion, the contented and the cheerful have relted 
Jhe gaiety of their tempers. It is, perhaps, the 
moft ~lid bafis of fortitude which any retkCtlOn 
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can lay; and happinefs itfelf is feeured by making 
a certain fpedes of conduct our amufement; and; 
by confidering life in the general efrimate of its 
value, as well on every particular oceafion, as a 
mere fcene for the exercife of the mlOd, and the 
engagements of the heart. "I will try and at
tt telnpt every thing," fays Brutus i U I will ne
et ver ceafe to recall my country from this fiate 
cc of fervlliry. If the event be favourable, it will 
.~ prO\l'f matter of joy to us all; if not, yet I, 
cc notwithftanding, 111a11 rejoice.'" Why rejoice 
in a difappointment? Why not be dejected, when 
his country was overwhelmed? Becaufe forrow, 
perhap~, and dejeetion, can do no good. Nay, 
but they mult be e.J1dured when they come. And 
whence iliould they come to me? might the Ro
man fay j I have followed my mind, and can fol
low" it frill. ~vents may have changed the fitu
ation in which I am deftined to act; hut can they 
hinder my atbng (he parr of a man? Shew me a 
umation in which a man can neither ad: nor die, 
and I will own he is wretched. 

WHOEVtR has the force of mind freadily tb 

view human life under this afpea, has only to 
chufe well his occupations, in ordet to command 
that fiate of enjoyment, and freedom of foul, 
which probably confhtute [he peculiar felicity to 
"Which his aaive nature is ddhned. 

THE difpofitions of men, :md confequently their 
occupations, are commonly divided into t'lP prin

cipal 
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cipal clafi'es; the felfHh, and the focial. The firft 
are indulged in folitude; anci-if they carry a re
fer~nce to mankind, it is that of emulatIOn, com
petitio14 and enmity. The fecond incline us to 
live with our fellow-creatures, and to do them 
good; they ~end to unite the members of focietr 
together; they terminate in i1 mutual participa
tion of their cares and ~njQyments, and render 
the prefence of mcn .an occafion of joy. Under 
this clafs may be enumerated the p~mons of the 
fexes, the affeilions of parents and children, ge
neral humanity, or lingular attachments; abov~ 
all, that habit of the foul by which we confide,r 
ourfelves as but a part of fome beloved commu
nity, and as but individual members of fame fo
cleey, whofe general welfare is to us the fupreme 
object of zeal l and the great rule of our conduct. 
This affection is a prinCiple of ~ndour~ ~Ich 
know$ no partial dl{ijnthons, and is confin~d tQ 
no bounds: it may extend itS effeCts beyond our 
perrona} acquaintancei it may, In the mind, and m 
thought, at Ie aft, make us ftel a rel.ltion to the 1l0l

"erfe, and to the whole creation of God. H Shall 
'! any on~," fays Antonmus; " love the city of 
" Cecrops, and you q.ot love the .city of God ?" 

No emotion of the heart is indifferef)t. It is 
either an att of vivacity and JOY, or a feeling of 
f~nefs; a tranfport of pleafurt:, or a. convuiijon 
Df anguilh: and the exercifes of our different dif
poJitions, as well as their grJtifications, are hk~!y 
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to prove matter of the greateft importance to our 
happinefs or mifert. 

THE individual is ch1l.rged with the care of his 
animal prefervation. He may exift in folitude, 
and, far removed from fociety, perform many 
functions of fenfe, imagination, and reafoh. He 
is even rewarded for the proper difcharge of thofe 
funcHons j and all the natu'Tal eJtetcifes which re
late to hlmfelf, as well as to his fellow-creatures, 
not only occupy without diftreffing him, but, in 
m:1ny inftances) arc attended with pofitive plea
fures, and fill up the hours of life with agreeable 
occupation. 

THERE lis a degree, however, in which we fup
pof~ that the care of ourfelves becomes a fouree 
of pjlinful anxiety and enId paffions; in which It 
degenerates into avarice, vanity, or pride, and 
in which, by fofiering habits of jealoufy and envy, 
of fear and malice, it becomes as de!l:rutlive of 
onr own enjoyments, as it is hoftile to the wel
fare of mankind. ThiS evil, however, is not to 

be charged upon any excefs in the care of oor
felves, but upon a mere mithke in the choice of 
our objects. We look abroad for a happinefl> 
which is to be found Oh)y in the qua)iti~s of rhe 
heart: We think ourfelves dependent on :acci
dents; and are therefore kept in fufpenfe and fo
licitude t We think ourfelves dependent on the 
will of other men; and are therefore fervife and 
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timid: We think ~ur felicity is placed in fubjects 
for which our feUow-creatures are rivals and 
competitors; and m pLlrfuit of happinefs, we en .. < 

gage in thofe fcenes of emulation, envy, hatred, 
ammofity, and revenge, that le.t.d to the higheft 
pitch of ddhefs. We act, in iliort, as if to pre ... 
ferve ourfelves were to retain our w~aknefs) and 
perpetuate our luffenngs. v.,r e charge the ills of 

a diftempered imagination, and a corrupt heart, 

to the account of our fellow-creatures, to whom 
we refer the pangs of our difappoiljltment or ma
]jce j and while we fofter our ITIlfcry, are fllrprifed 
that the care of ourfelves is att-e!ifled with no bet
ter effeCts. But lfe who remembers that he IS by 
nature a rational bdng, and a member of foelery; 
rhat to preferve himfd(, is to prefenre IllS rearon, 
and to prelerve the beft fl clings of his heart; WIll 

encounter with none of thefe rJ1convtl1l(,~cJes, 
and In the care of ImTlre)f~ will find fubJeEts only 
pf f.ltlsfattton and trIumph. 

THE divlfion of oLlr appetite,> mto bcnevulclJt 
jl.nd ieJfi!h, bJ:D probabJy, in fume deglce, l)("lpul 
to mi!lead our app~ehenfion on the fubjeCt of lKI

ronal enjoyment and pnvate gl);)u. and our z~: .. l 
to prove tha~ virtue is ulfinterdrcd, ha~ not 
greatl' promoted Its caure. The grallfic.wotl of 
a felfifh defire, it IS [haught, brjngs JJvahtage or 
pleafure to ourfel ves, that of D<..nC'volene<: terml
.pact's in tbe pleafure or adv:lDt.lge of odler.> : 
Wlrer~~~ in re~llty, [he gratification of C:Vt'fY 

G 4 defile 



Plttl .. 

deure is a perfonal enjoyment, an4 its value being 
proportioned ~ the particular quality or force 
of the ~entiment, it may' happen that the fame 
perfon may reap a greater advantage from the 
good fortune he:: has procured to another, th~D 
from that he hali obtained for himfelf. 

WHILE th~ gratifications ofbenevolencc:. there
fore, are as ~uch our Own !is thofe of any other 
·defire whatever, the mere exercifes of this difpofi
!ion are, on many accounts, to be confidered as 
the firft and the principal conftituent of human 
r.appinefs. Every aCt of kindnefs, OJ" of care, in 
the parel:t to Yris child; every emotion of the 
heart, in friendfuip or in love, in public zeal, or 
general humanity, are fo many aCts of enjoy
ment and fa~i~faCtion. Pity itfdf, and compaf
.fion, . even grief and melancholy, when grafted 
on f~me tender affeCtion, partake of the nature 
·of the frock; and if they are not pofitive plea
fures, are at leaft pains of a peculJar nature, 
which we do not even willi to exchange but for a 
yeFY real enjoyment, obtaIned in relieving our 
bbJ~a. Even extremes in this dafs of our dlf
'politions, as they are the reverfe of hatred, en~y, 
and malice, fa they are never attended with thofe 
excr6ciating anxieties, jealoufies, and fearl, which 
tear the interefted mind; or if, in reality, any ill 
pamon' arire from a pretended attachment to our 
fellow-creatures, that attachment may be fafely 
condemned, as liot genuine. If we be diftnl'ft(u} 
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or jealous, our pretended affeCtion is prQl,ablYllO 
more than a defire of attentipn and perfonal con
fide ration, a motive which frequently inclines u, 
to be conneCted with our fellow-creaturel>; but 
to which we are as frequently willing to iiu;rificc 
[heir happinefs. We confider them as the tools 
of ollr vanity, pi eafure, or intereft; not as the 
parties on whom we may beftow the effdts of our 
good-will, and our love. 

A MIND devoted to this cH" of its affeCtions, 
being occupied with an object that may engage it 
hal:litually, is not reduced co coure the amufc
meors or pleafures with which perrons of an ill 
temper are obliged to repair their difgufts: And 
temperance becomes an cafy talk when gratifica
tions of fenfe are fupplanted by thofe of the heart. 
Courage, too, is moa: eafily affum~d, or is r~ther' 
infeparable from that ardour of the mind, in fo
ciety, friendfiup, or in public acrion, which 
makes us forget fubjects of perfonal anxiety or 
fc.1lJ, and attend chiefly to the object of our zeal 
or affeetion, not to the trifling inconveniencies~ 
dangers, or hardfhips, which we ourfelves may 
entounter in fhiving to maintain it. 

IT lhontd (eem, therefore, to be the happinefs 
'Of man, to make his focial difp06tions the ruling 
fpring of his occupations; to flate himfelf as the 
member of a community, for whofe general good 
bjs teaft may glow WIth an ardent zeal, tq tJu: 
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fupprefrtOO of tho(e perfonal cares whit:h are the 
foundation of painful anxieties, fear, jealoufy, and 
envy j or, as Mr. Pope expreffes the fame fetiment, 

" Man, like the generous vine, fupported lives i 
If The ftrength he gains, is fcom th'embrace he 

f( gives .... 

WI commonly apprehend, that it is our duty 
to do kindneffes, and our' happinefs to reteive 
them: but if, i~reahty, courage, and"ll heart 
devoted to the good of mankmd, are the confti
tuents of human [dlLlty, the ]ununeis which IS 

done infas a happmefs in the pel fon from WhOll~ 
it proceeds, not in him, on whom it is beftoweu i 
and the greate1t good which men pofi'drt:d of for
titude and generolity can procure to their fellow
creatures, is a partICIpation of this happy charatrer. 

IF this be the good of the individual, it IS IIke~ 

wife that of mankind. and virtue no longer im
pofes a tane by which we are obliged to beiPw 
upon others that good from which we ourfeTves 

"refrain; but fuppofes, in the higheft degree, as 
poffeffed by ourfelves, that ftate of felicity which 
we are required to promote in the world. "You 
fC will conkr' the greateft benefit on your city," 
fays EpiCl-et\1l, cc not by r2.ifing the roofs, but by 
u .exalting the fouls of your fellow-citizens i for 

• The' flme maxim will apply throughout every rrt of 
nature. 9". If'flt, II Ie etIJ-:J ,ila/wl: 1', b.", U I, ", ;" pam, 
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u it is better that great fouls fhould live in (malt 
cc habitations, than that'lbjee:t naves ihou1d bur
f( row in great houfes t. u 

To the benevolent, the fatisfaB:ion of others is 
a ground of enjoyment i and exiftence itfelf, in a 
world that is governed by the wifdom of God. 
is a bleffing. The mind, freed from cares that 
lea~ to pufillanimity and meannefs. becomes calm) 
active, fearlefs, and bold i capable of every en· 
terprife, and vigorous in the eKercife of every 
talent, by which the nature of man is 'adorned. 
On this foundation was raifed the admirable cha
racter, which, during a certain period of their 
fiory, diibngUlfbed the celebrated nations of an· 
tiquity, and rendered familiar and ordinary in 
their manners, examplesofmagn,:ni,mity, ,.hich, 
under governments lefs fsvourable to the publi~ 
affections, rarely occur j or whIch, without being 
much prachfed, or even underftood, are made 
fubjects of admiration and fwelling panegyric. 
(r Thus," fays Xenophon, "died Thrafybtllus» 
" who indeed appears to have been a good man." 
What valuable praife, and how fignificant to 

thofe who know the ftory of this admirable per
fon! The members of thofe illuftrious frates, from 
the habit of confidtring themfelves as part of a. 
~Omm\lnrty, or at leaft as deeply involved with 
fome order of men in the frate, were regardlefs 

1 Mer.. Carter'. tranflation of the work., of Epi&all. 
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of perfonal confiderations: they had a perpetual 
view to objeas which excite a great ardour in the 
foul; which led them to aCt perpetually in the VIew 
of their fellow-citizens, and to praCtiCe thofe arts 
of deliberation, elocution, polIcy, and war. on 
which the fortunes of nations, or of men, in their 
,collective body, depend. To the force of mind 
colletl:ed 10 [his career, and to the improvements 
of wit which were made In purCuing it~ the1e,na
tions owed, not only their magnanimity~ and the 
fuperionty of their political and mIlitary condua:, 
hilt even the arts of poetry and literature, which 
among them were only the inferior appendages 
~f a genius otherwlfe excited, cultivated, and re
tined. 

To the ancient Greek, or the Roman, the in
\iividVal was noching, and the public every thing. 
1'0 the modern" in too many nations of Europe" 
~he individual is every thing, and the public no
thing. The ftate is merely a combination of de
partments, in which confideration, wealth, emi
nence, or power, are offered as the reward of fer
vice. It was the nature of modern government, 
even i~ its firO: inftitution, to beftow on every 
individual ~ fi~e4 ftation and dignity, which he 
was to mai~tai'~ for himfelf. Our anceitors" ia 
rude ag~s; d~rjryg the recefs of wars from abroad. 
fought for thc;jr perfonal claims at home, and by 
'their competition;,' and the balance of their 
pomrs, maintained a kind of political freedOJIl in 
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the frate, while privat~ parties.were fubjett to con
tinual wrongs and oppreffions. Their pofterity, 
in times more polilhed. have repreffed the civil 
diforders in which the activity of earlier ages 
chiefly confifted; but they el~ploy the calm they 
have gained, not in foftenng a zeal for thofe 
laws, and that conftitution of government, to 
which they owe their protectiQ11, but in practlfin~ 
apar~, and each for ·himfelf, the feveral arts of 
perfonal advancement, or profit, which their po. 
litical eftablifhments may enable thell1 to purfue 
With fuccefs. Commerce, which may be fup
pofed to comprehend every lucrative art, is ac ... 
cordingly confidered as the great objet!: of na .. 
lions, and the principal ftudy of mankind. 

So much are we accuftomed to confider per
fonal fortune as the fo1e objet!: of 'tare, that even_ 
under popular eftablilhments, and in frates ~here 
different order, of men are fummoned to par
take in the government of their country, and 
where the liberties they enjoy cannot be long pre. 
[erved, without vigIlance and activity on the part 
of the fubject j ibll they, who, in the vulgar 
phrafe, have not their fortunes to make, are fup
pofed to be at a 10Cs for occupation, and betake 
themfe'lves to folitary paftimes, or cultivate what 
they are pleafed to call a tafre for gardening, 
building, drawing, or mufick. With this aid, 
they endeavour to fill up the blanks of a Iiftlefs 
life, and avoid the neceffity of CUrlng their Ian. 

~ 
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guors by any pofitive f~rvice to their country; or 
to m~nkind. 

THE weak or the malicious are well 'employed 
in any thing that is innocent, and are fortunate in 
findil'lg any occupation which prevents tbe effeCts 
of a temper that would prey upon themfelves; or 
upon their fel1ow-~reatures. But chey who are 
bleifed wIth a happy difpofition, with capacity and 
vigour, incur a real debauchery, by having any 
amufement that occupies an improper fuare of 
their time; and are really cheated of their hap .. 
lJinefs, in being made to believe, that any oc<:u" 
pation or paftime is better fitted to amufe them .. 
[elves, than that which at the fame time produces 
fome real good to their fellow-creatures. 

T~IS fort or-entertainment, indeed, cannot be 
the choice of the mercenary, the envious, or the 
malicious. Its value is known only to perfons of 
an oppofite temper; and to their experience alone 
we appeal. Guided by U'le-re dlfpofition, and with· 
out the aid of refieCtion, in bufinefs, in friendfhip, 
and in public life, they often acquit themfelves 
well j and borne with fatisfatl:ion on the tide of 
their emotions and fentiments, enjoy the prefent 
hour, ~ithout recollection of the paft, or hopes 
of the future. It is in {peculation, not in prac· 
ticc, they are made to difcovcr, that virtue is ~ 
talk of feverity and felf-denial. 
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Of Nal;fJ1Ial Felidty. 

M AN is, by nature, the member of a com
munity; and when eonfidered in this 'Ca

pacity, the individual appears to be no longer 
made for himfelf. He muft forego his happinefs 
and his freedom, where thefe inrerfere with the 
good of foeiety. He is only part of It whole; and 
the praire we think due to his virtue, is but a 
branch of that more general commendation we 
beftow on the member of a body, on the part of 
a fabric, or engine, for being well firted to oc
cupy its place, and to produce its effect. 

IF. this follow from the relatIon of a par( to itS' 
whole, and if the pubhc good be the principal 
object with individuals, it is like"ife tllIt', that 
the happinels of mdividuals is the great end of 
civil foeiety: for, in what fenfe can a public en
joy any good, if its members, confidered apart, 
be unhappy? 

THE interefts of fociety, however, and of it, 
members, are emly reconciled. If the inpividual 
owe every degree of confideration to the public, 
he receives, in payIng that very eonfideration, 
the greatefr happincfs of which his nature is ca· 

I pable; 
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pable j and the greateft bleffing the public can 
beftow on its members, is to keep them attached 
to itrdf. That is the moil: happy ftate, which is
moil: beloved by its fubjects j and they are the 
moil: happy men, whofe hearts are engaged to a 
community, in which they find every ohject of 
generofity and zea1, and a fcope to the exercife of 
tvery talent, and of every virtuous difpofition. 

Ann we have thus found general maxims, 
the greater part of our trouble remains, their jt1fr 
application to particular caree;. Nations are dif
ferent in ref~CI: to their extent, numbers of people, 
and wealth j in refpeCt to the arts they practife, 
and the accommodations they have procured'. 
Thefe circumftances may hot only affctt the man
ners of men; they even, in our efteem, come into 
competition with the article of manners itfelf j are 
fupp6fed to conftitute a national felicity, -inde
pendent of virtue j and give a title, upon which 
we indulgr o~r own vanity, and that of other na
tions, as we do that of private men, on the fcore 
of their fortunes and honC1Urs. 

BUT if this way of meafuring happinefs~ *hen 
applied to private men, be rUInous and falfe, it is 
fo no lefs when applied to nations. Wealth, com
mercc:,.extent of territory, and the knowledge. of 
arts, are, when properly employed, the means of 
preferntion, and the foundations of power. lfdtey 
fail in part, the nation is weakened; jf they were 

cntirely 



tntittly with-hdd, the race would pcri1h: TlH:it 
tendency is to maintain numbers of men, but nuL 
to con{\itute happifteft. They will accordingly 
maintain die 1\'retched as well as the bappy. 
They mfwer one purpcSre. but are not thereft)te 
fufficienc for aU t ana are of little fignificancc, 
when only employed to maintain a timid, de
jeaed, and fervile people. 

GllEAT and powerful ftates are able to OVer
come and fubdue the weak J poli£h~d and com
mercial nations have more wealth, and practife 
a greater variety of arts, than the rude ~ But the 
happinefs of men, in aU cafes alike, confifts in 
the bleffings of a candId, an aCtive, and ftrenu
ous mind. And if we confider the ftate of fociety 
merely as that into which maIlki~ are l~d. by 
their propenfities, as a fiate to be valued frorh its 
effed: to prefervjng the recies, in ripening their 
talents, and exci(ing tHeir virtues, we need not 
enlarge our communities, in order to enjoy thefe 
advantages. We frequently obtain them in the 
moft remarkable degree, where nations remain 
indepel1denc, and are (ff a (mall c:~cent. 

To inereafc the numbers of mankind, may be 
admitted as a pat and important objed: Bur 
to emend the limitS of any particUlar frate, is not, 
perhaps, EM way tG obtain it; whJle we de6ro 
that our fellow-creatures Jbo.JId mulciply, it ~s 
not foltow,. char, .. whole JhouJd, if poaibJe, ~ 

H united 
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united ulder one ilead. We are apt td' admire 
the empire of the Romans, as a model of nation:il 

greatnefs and fp~ndollr: But the greatnefs we 
admire in th~s- cafe, was Arinous to t.he'virtue and 

" the happinef:i of mank;~d ; 'it W':ts fouM to be 

inconfiftent with all the advantages which that 

'conquering people had formerly enjoyed in the 
articles of government and manners-. 

THE emulation of nations proceeds from their 

divifion. A c1ufler of flates, lIke a company of 
mcn, find the exetcife of their re;t{on, and the 
teft of their vlTtues, in the affairs they tranfacr, 
11pon a foot of equality, and of fepara.u: intereft. 

The mea(ures taken for fafety, includmg great 
'part of the national policy, are relative in ever:r 
ftar.e to whaf04S apprehended from abroad. Athens 
was neceffary to Sparta in the exerclfe of her 
virtue, as freel is [0 flitlc in the producbon of 
fire; and If the citIes ot Greece had been united 

under one head, we ihould never have heard of 
EpaYrtinondas or Tbrafybulus, of Lycurgus or 
Solon. 

. , 
WHEN we reafon in beha1f of our fJ)ecie~~ 

therefore, althOt1gh we may lament the' abufe<; 
which fometi'mes arife from indepemilence, &nd 
oppofition of inrereft; yet, whilft any degrees of 
virtue remain with mankind, we c~nnot willi to 
«:rowd, under one eftablifhmenr, numbers of 
men whe!'ofIlay ferve -to conLUtute fevcral'. or to 
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~ommit affairs to the CQndllCl. of onf (e~aref on~ 
Jegltlative or executIve power, which, UPQJl it 

dlftinet and feparate footing, might' furrulh an , , 
cxercife of abllny, and a t,hqrtre of glory to maoy. 

THIS may be a fubjeel upon whidl no deter
minate rule can be given; but tbe admIratIOn of 
boundlefs dotnlr ICn IS a rUinOus error s and in no 
inilance, perhaps, is the real Hlterdl: of mankind 
more enmely miftaken. 

THE meafure of enlargement co be wiJhed for 
in any parucular flate, is ofren to be taken from 
the condmon of its neighbours. Where a num
ber of ltates are COntIguous) they lhould be near 
an equalIty, in order that they may be mutually 
objeCts of refpecc and confideratlOn-and ill.4lofder 
that they may pofTers that independence 10 which 

rhe political life of a nation confi!b.. 

WHEN the kingdoms of Spain' were united, 
when the great fief~ in }<'rance were annexed to the 

crown, it wa!. no longer expedient for the na[ions 
of Great Britain to continue disjoined. 

THE finalJ republics of Greece, indeed, by 
their fubdivlfions, and the balance of thdr power, 
found almoft in ev('ry viUage the object of 
nations. Every little difiriCl: was a nurfery of 
excellent men, and what is now the wretchc:d 
c:ornetto{ a great empire, was the field on which' 

H ~ mankind 
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mankind have reaped their principal hotfours. 
But in modern Europe~ republics of a fimilat' 
extent are like Jbrubs7 under the fuade of a 
taller wood, choake4 by the neighbourhood of 
more powerful flates. 111 their cafe, a certain 
difproportion of force fruftrates, in a great mea
fure, the advantage of feparation. They are like 
the trader in Poland) who is the more defpicabJe7 

aDd the lefs fecure, that he is neither mafter nor 
£lave. 

!NDEPJ:NJ;)ENT communities, in the mean time, 
however weak, are averfe to- a coalition, not only 
where it comes with an air of impofition, or un~ 
equal treaty, bot even where it implies no more 
than the admiffiun of new members to 111' equal 
fuar~ b[ con1Mera,ion with the old. The citizen 
has no inttreft in the annexation of kingdoms; he 
muft find his imp<lrtance diminifhed, as the flate 
is enlarged; But ambitious men, under the en
largement of territory, find a more plentiful har
vefr of power, and of wealth, whiJe goversmen, 
itfelf 1S an calier tatk. Hence the ruinous pro
greis of empm~; and hence free nations, under 
the 1hew of 3C\juinng domimon,. [ufFer them
te~vc:sp in the end,. to be yoked with the flaves 
they had conq~red. 

OUIt defire to augment the force of a nation is 
"the only pretext for enlar~ing its terricott. but 
this meafure, when purfued to extremes, fe'ldom 
Talils to fruftrate itltlf. 

f;rOTWITH-
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and fupenor refources in war, the ftrength of q. 
nation is deriv('d .fr~m the charaaer, not from 

the wealth, nor from the multitude of itS people. 
If the treafure of a frau:: can hire numbers of men, 
erea ramparts, and fu!nifh the implements of 
war; the poifeffions' of the fearful are eafily 
felzed; a timorous multitude falls into rout oC 
itfelf, ramparts may be fcaled where they are 
not defended by valour; and arms are of confe. 
quence only in the hands of the brave. The 
band to which AgefIlaus pointed as the wall of 
his city, made a defence: for theIr country morc 
permanent, and more effefrual, than the rock and 
the cement with which other cities were fortified. 

W.E fhould owe little to that ~efma'l-who 
were to contrive a defence that might fupepfede 
the external ufcs of v!ftue. It IS wifely ordered. 
for man, as a rational being, that the employ
ment of reafon is neceffary to hIS prefervatloP; it 
is fortunate for him, in the plJr[ult of dithnction, 
that his perfonal confideration depends on hi, 
char~er; and it 1$ fortunate for nations, that, 
in order to be powerful and fafe, they muft ihive 
to maintain the L:ourage, and cultivate the vir. 
tues, of their people. By the ufe of fuch means, 
they at once gain theIr external endst and are happy. 

PUCE and unanimi~ are commonly cQnfidereq 
f.i ~hQt principal foundations of public felicity 1 

Ji .3 yet 
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yet the riV'£Hhip of feparate communities, and the 
agttations of' a fhe people, are the principles of 
politlcalltfe, and the fchool of men. How {hall 
we reconcile thefe jarring and oppofite tenet~? It 
is, per'hap~;: not neceifary to reconcile them. 
1.'he pacific may do what they can to allay the 
animalities, and to reconcIle the opinions, of 
men; and ir wIll be happy if they can fllcceed In 

ff1Jrcffio;; their CrImes, and in calming the worft 
of their pamo~. Nothing, in the mean tlme, 
but corruption or navery can fupprefs the debates 
that fubfift among men of integrity, who bear an 
equal part In the admmifiratlon of fiate. 

A PERFECT agreement in matters of opinion is not 
to be obtained in the moft (eldt company. and If 
it W".&C, whet.&;. would become of fociety? "The 
" Spartan leginator," fays Plutarch, " appears 
" to have fown the feeds of variance and diffen
" tion among h,s countrymen: he meant that 
C( good citizens ihould be Jed to dlfpute; he 
" confidered emulation as the brand by which 
" their virtues were kindled; and feemed to ap
., prehend, that a n)mplaifance, by which men 
Cf fubmit their opinions without examination, IS 

~, a prmcipal fouree of corruption." 

FORMS of government are fuppofed to decide 
pf the happmef!> or mifery of mankind. But forms 
ef government muft be v,ried, in order to fuit 
tpe ~x~entl the way 9f fubftftence. the chhactex:, 

iH\~ 
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and the m:lnners of different nations. In fome 
cafes, the multitude may be futfered to govern 
themfelves; in others' they muft be feverely re
itraIned. The Inhabitants of a village, 10 10me 
pri,nItlve age, may have been fafdy imrufted to 
t.he conduct ~)( reafon, and to the fuggeftIOn of 
their Hlnocent views; but the tenant!> of Newgate 
Cln fcarcely be trufted, with chains locked to 

their bodies, and bars of Iron fixed to rhelr legs. 
1 low IS It poffible, therefore, to tind any !ingle. 
form of government that would fl-It mankind in 

t.:Vel y condition? 

WE proceed, however, in the following fec
tion, to point out the dlftmCl.ions, and (0 explain 
the langu<lge which occurs In thi~ place, on tht'" 
head of different modds for fubordinatlon ami 
government. 

H+ 5 E C T. 
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(["he fame Suhjetl continued. 

-IT is a common obfervation, That mankind 
~ere origInally equal. They have Indeed by 

nature equal rights to their prefervation, ~nd to 
the ufe of their talent~; but they are fitted for 
different ftations i and when they are claffed by a 
rule taken from this circumltance, they fuffer no 
injuftice of! the fid!= ~ ~heir n:ltur~l righ~s. It is 
obvious, that fome mode of fllbordination is as 

, I , 

neceffary t~ men ~s foeiety itfdf; and this, not 
only to attain the ends of government, but t9. 
comply with an ord~r eftabli1bed ~y nature. 

PRIoa to any ~liqcal inftitll~ion whatever, 
men are ~aJified 'by a gr~a[ dlverlity of talents; 
by a different tone of the foul, and ardour of the; 
paffions, to act a yarirty of parts. Bring them 
together, each WIll find his place.' Tiley cenfure 
~r applaud In a body s they confult and dehberatt; 
in more felect partIes i they take or gIve an af-

I , 

cendant as individuals; and numbers are by this 
means fitted ~o act in company, atll to preferve 
~eir communities, before any formal diftribution 
p£ office is made. 

WEare formed to aa: in this m'fDer; and if 
we have any doubts with reJ,ation ~o the riglsts of 
fit • 

JI'Overnmcn~ 
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government in gen~ra)~ we ow~ QUf perplcxMY 
~nore to the fubtilties of the fp~culative~ than tq 
any uncertainty in th~ feelings of the heart. In
~olved in the refo~~tiQns of Qur company, we 
move with the crowd before we have determined 
the rule by which its 'fill is colleCted. We follow 
a leader, before we have fetded the ground of hi. " , 
pretenfions, or adjuft~~ the fo~m of hIS t:lechon ; 
and it is not till after mankind have committed 
~any errors in the c~p.1icifies Qf magiftrate and 
[ubject, that they thinlt or m~~ns government 
~tfe1f a [ubjeCt of rules~ ~ 

Ir, therefore, in cpnfidering the ¥eriety Qf 
forms ~nder which focleties fublift, the cafuift is 
pleafed to inquire, What title one man, or any 
number of men, have to controul his aCtions ~ 
he may b7 anfwereJ, ~one at all, p~ovided that 
his aCtions h;lve po etfeCl: to ~he prejudice of his 
fellow-cr~atures j but if they have, the rights of 
defence, and the obligation to reprefs the commif. 
lion of wrungs, belong to collecbve bodies, as well 
as to individuals. Many rude nations, having OP 

formal tribunals f{)f t~e judgment of crimes, af· 
femble, when alarmed by I.oy flagrant offen~e, 
and take thew mcaiJre& with the Cful}lnal ~~ they 
would with an enemy. 

]JUT wiU thil con6deration, which confirms the 
tide to (OYellligntyJ where it is e¥ercifed by the 
fQcicty in its colleCtive cap&city, Qf by thofe to 
'~ whom .. ' 
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whom the pewtrs of the whole are committed, 
flkewl[e [upparc the claIm to dominion, wherever 

it is c.lfual1y 16d gt!1.i , or even where it is only 
maintained by forte ?-

TIfTS qudbon may be fufficiently anfwered, by 
'Obfcrvmp:, th:lt a nght to do juftice, and to do 
good, IS competent t<1 !?very individual, or order 
of men ~ and that the excrcife of this right has no 
11!nirs btlt in the defect of power. Whoever, 
therefore, has power, may employ It to this ex

tent j and no I'Tcvious conventlOll J~ required fO 

Juihfy his conduct. But a nght to do wrong, or 
to commit injufliCt", IS an :lbllfe of hnguage, and 
a contradlct1On In termi. It is no more compe
tent' 'to the collettive body of a people, than 11: 

is to.,ary fi~ ufurper. When we admit fuch a 
prer(rgative in' the cafe of any foverejgn~ we can 
only mean to exprefs the- extent of his power, and 
(he force with 'Which he is enabled to execute his 
plca(ure. Such a prerogative 15 affumed by the 
leader of bandltti at the he;ld of his gang, ot" by 
'a dt'fpotlc.prmce at the head of hiS troops. When 
the fword IS prefented by ~lther, the traveller or 
the inhabitant may illbmlt from a fenfe of necef .. 
fity or fear; but he! lies under no obligation from 
a motrve of duty or JualCe. 

THE multiplicity o£ forms, in the mean time, 
whjc~ dllferent tocieties offer to our view, is al.. 

moll Ulfi.nire. J:he c)aies into whIch they tiiftrjr 
bute 
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bute their member.:, the manner in which,they 
ellablifh the legiflative and executIve powers, the 
imperceptIble of"cumftances by which they are led 
to have d~frerent cuil:oms, .1Od to confer on their 

governors unequal meafures of rower and autho
rity, gIve nie to perpetual dlflm[tlOns between 
conlhrutlons the mofl: nearly rdtmbhng each 

other, and gIve to human .lffain; a variety in de
tad, which, In its full' extent, no umitril:anding 
(:an coniprehend, and no memory rctam. 

IN order to have a ~('ner.l1 and comprchenlive 
knowledge of {he whole, w.: mutt be lit (ermined 

on thIS, as on every other fubjctt, to overlook 
many parncuLlis .Ind fisGulJmll''<', diilinglliihing 
<ldferent guvernments; to fix our attentIon on 

certain pOlnt~, in which many ag ...... ; ~thcre-. 
by eftablilh a few general heads, under Wh?lh the 
fubJett may be dilllnc11y conlidered. When we 
have marked the chara~tcllfbcs which (orll1 the 
gen~ral pomts of cO-incidence, when we h,lVe 

pllrfued them to theIr conl(-.qllcnu:s 111 the fevenl 
modes of legtflatlOn, t XC C(1t1O , ~, and j lIdic3t1Jtl"" 

in the eftabldhments whICh relate to police, com
merce, religIOn, or domeftlc life; we have made 
an acqllllition of knowledge, whIch. though it 
does not fuperfede the neceffity of experience, may 
ferve to dIreCt our inqulfles, and, in [he mldil: of 

affalrs, give an order and .l method fat the ar
rangement of partICulars that occur to our obfer

,a~H. 
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W liEN I recollect what the Prelidcnt Mon. 
t([quieu has writttn, I am at a )0[,5 ~o tell, why 
I fhould treat of human affairs, But 1 too am 
inlhgated by my refl~aions, and my fentiments; 
and 1 may utter them more to the comprehcnfion 
of ordinary capacities, becaufe I am more on the 
level of ordinary men. If it be necetfary to pave 
the way for what follows on the general hiftory of 
pations, by giving fome account of the heads un
der which various forms of government may be; 
conveniently ranged, the reader thould perhaps be 
ref~rred to what h'ls been already delivered on the 
(ubject by this profouncl politician ~nd amiable 
moralifi:. ~n his writing!. will be fOl.lfld, not only 
the original of what I ,lin now, for the fake of 
order, to copy from hun,t bu~ hkewile probably 
~ fQJl{J;~ of..ij)any obfervauons, which, in diffe
rent places, I may, under the belief of invention~ 
~ave repeated, WIthollt quot1l1g thelf author. 

THE ancient philofophers treated of government 
~ommonly under three heads; the Democratlc~ 
the Ariftocratic, and ·the De1potic. Their atten
tlon was chiefly occupied with the vanetles of re
publican government, and they paId little regard 
to a very-important diftinCtion, which Mr, Mon
tefq",iell has made, between defpoufin and mo· 
narchy. He too has confidered government as re .. 
qucil:?le to three general forms; "nd, " to under
C( ,J\;and. tbe nature Q( each," he obferves, " it i6 
" fufficient to recal ideas which are familiar "wit~ 

~( mCI\ 
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cc men of tht leaft rC'lct:.:1lUn, who admit three 
It definitions, or rather three facts: That ;t re .. 
fC public is a ftate in which the ~ople in a col
ec leaive body, or a part of the people, poifefa 
" the foveteign power: That monarchy 15 that 
rc in which one man governs, according to fixed 
I( and determinate laws: And a defpotifin is that 
" in which ono man, without law, or rule of ad· 
(' miniitration, by the mere impulfe of will or ca· 
It price, decides, and carries e:very thing befarfl 
If him." 

REPVILICS admit of a very m~erial dift-inaion, 
which is pointed our in the general definition) 
that between democracy and a.riftocracy. In the 
firft, fupreme pow6r remains in the hands of the 
colleCtive body. Every office of 9Mgil\ltwY', at 
the nominatIOn of this fovereign, is open to every 
citizen; who. in the difcharge of hIS duty, be
comes the mJnlfter of the people, and account .. 
able to them for every objeCt of his truft. 

IN the ,fecond, the foven:ignty is lodged in ,. 
particular c1afs, or order of men; who, being once 
named, continue for lUe; or, by the hereditary dif
tinaions of birth and fortune, are advanced to a 
ftation of permanent fuperiority. From thi~ ollder, 
and by their nomination, all the offices of magiftracy 
are filled; and in the different a1fcmbhcs which 
they confritute, wbateYcr relates to the legifiatiQf!. 
the mcutian, or jurifQiction" is finally determined. 

M.a., 
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MR. Montefqui~u ha .. pOlt1ted ont the fentt.. 
ments or maxims 'from which men tntl{\: be fup
pored to afr un~er thefe dIfferent governments. 

IN democracy~ they mull Jove equality; they 
mult refpeCt th~ rights of their fellow-cItizens J 

they muO: unite by the common tIes of affeB:ion 
to the ,ftate. In formmg perfonal prctenfions; 
they muft be fatJ.sfieo wIth that degree of confi
deration they ~aR prOC\II'e by their,abIllties fairly 
meafllred with thore of an opponent; they muft 
l.lLuur for the publIC without hope of profir; 
they muft reject every attempt to cr('are·a per
{anal dependence. Candour, force, and eleva .. 
tion' of mind, in fllOrt; are the props of demo .. 
<:racy, and virtue IS the prmclple of conduct re .. 
quircd,..to i tli.lprelervation. 

How beautiful a pre-eminence on the fide of 
popular government! and how arJendy fhould 
mapk1l1G wlfh for the form, If It tended to efta
blifh the principle, or were, in every infl:ance, a 
fure 1l1lhcatlon of m-prefence! 

BUT perhaps we ml1O: have pofi"dred the prin .. 
ciple, In order, with any hopes of advantage, to 
receive the form; and where the firft is entirely 
extinguifhed, the other may be fraught with evil, 
if any additional evil deferves to be: fuunnelil 
.re: men are al~eady unhappy. 
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AT Conftantihople or Algiers, it is a mife-rable 
fpeEtacle wh«n men pretend to aft on a foot of 

equality: They only mean 'to {hake off the re-
1haints of governmeflt, and to feTle as much as 

they can of that fpoil, which, in ordinary tll11eS~ 
is ingroffed by the mafter· they fel've. 

IT is one advantage of democracy, that the 

principa.l ground of dltltnfiion belllg per{onal 

qllalities~ men are claffed according ta their abi

IIties~ and to the merit of theIr aCtions. Though 
all have equal pretfnfions to pawer, yet the ftate 
IS actually governed by a few. The majority of 
the people, even In their capacity of foverelgn~ 
only pretend to employ tbcir feflfe.s; to feel, when 
preffed by nation;tl Illconvemences, or threatened 

by public dangers, .1nJ with the 4Wou~tllch IS 

apt to arife III crowded affembhes, ta urge the' 

purfuits In -wInch they are engaged, or ta repd 
the attacks wIth w~i(h tbey are menaced, 

THE moft perfett equality of rights can never 

exclude the afcendant of fllperior minJs, nor the 
affembhes of a colleCtive body govern without 
the direttion of {eleCt cauncJls. On thiS account, 

popular government may be confounded with 
anftocracy. But this alone does not conftitute 
the character of ariftocratical government. Here 
the members of the frate are diVIded, at le~ft, into 

two c~affe~ J of which one is deftincd to c.ommll,9.d, 

the 'bther to obey. No merits or defeas can 
raife 
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raife or fink a .,..fQn from one dafs to the other. 
The only dfe,ttofperfonal charac1er~s, to procure 
to the individulill • futtable degree of confidetatio.n 
with his own order.; not to vary his rank. In one 
fituation he is taught to atrume, in another to 
yield the pre-eminence.. He occupies the ftation 
of patron or client, and is either the fovereign 9r 

the fubJeCt: of his country. The whole citizenS' 
may unite in executing the plans of frate, but 
never in deliberating on its meafures, or enaeting 
!u laws. What belongs to the whole people un
c1er democracy, is here confined to a part. Mem
bers of the fuperior order; are among themfelves. 
poOibly, clafied according to their abIlities, but 
retain a perpetual afcenqant over thofe of inferIor 
ibtion. They are at once the fervant~ and the 
mafte~f t",- frate, and pay, with their perfonal 

. attendance and with their blood, for the civil (tr 
mditary honours [hey enjoy. 

To maintain for himfelf, and to admit In his 
fellow-citizen, a pufea equabty of privilege and 
itation, is no longer the leadmg maxim of the 
member of fllt:h a community. The rights of men 
are mo(hRed by their condition. OM! order claimt 
more than it is willing to yield J the other mufl: 
be ready to yield what it do6 not atrume to 
itftJl: and it is ..,ith goed tt'a4On tbat M,. Mon .. 
Jefquieu po to the principle of ruth 'gofttft· 

IIlIbts the acme of ""in'~ iJcIt of tIifI-. 

TB. 



,~:/.tfeWtimt of one' daIS Tt: a: Moderated arro
~ .the· fubruimon of'(he"other a lImited de .. 
~~. 1\efirft mull: b~ c1refi1l. by com.:eru!llg 
me'ih.idiou~ part of their dlfiinetion, to palliate 
1'ihal'l~is gtievou! in the publrc arrangement, and 
by'ttarir educlltion, ~T cultivated manners, and 
impro\*ea ra}ents,,- to appear qualtfied for the fta
nons dreytoccupy. 1'111: ocher muft be taught to 
Yldd, lfrem· refpea and perffJnal attachrn~ntJ 
what could not otherwife be extorted by' flJl"(lt. 
When this moderation fads on eitller fidt", tHe, 
conftitutlon tOtt~TS. A popubce enraged.o mu
tiay, may ~laim 'the right of equality to W1}tbb 
chey are admttted In democraliical fbres t ~.' 
nobility bent on dominion. may chufe amo'ng 
themfdves, or find already pointed Out co them~ 
a loverelgn, who, by .ldvant.1pcs of~~~o
pularity, or ablb t1e~J I~ ready to ltlZe for h1s own fa ... 
mily, that envIed power which has aJrf"ady cafrit,d 
1m order bt yond the hams of lllodl r .Hion, and in--. 
fdtcd p.trocular men With a bOUll/J~l[:' :nnbltibn. 

MON ARCHIES hlve aecordl!1g1y been' fOtlnd with 
the recent marks of arifiocracy. There, howe'lerp. 

rhe monal eh I~ only the firtl: among the nobies J' 
he muft be facisfied with :1 limited po"~r; mlP 
fl.lbjefrs ate ranged into dafies; ht:: finds on ·'ev~ry 
quarter a preteD£:e to privilege rlM.t circumfcrihe~' 
his authoTity; and ;ne finds sit.lree ~,ciem i'tJ.. 
confin~ his adJGn:ittration wi~hiti: (~., 
of equ~,..and dcterminav- law)). 

I UJio*& 



Part t ... 
UNDER fuch .. governments, however, the love 

of equality is prepofterous, and modetation i*1i 
is unneceffary. The object of every tank is pre
eedency:p and every order may difplay·its advan
tages to their full extent. The fovereign himfelf 
owes great part of his autitrity to the founding 
ti.tles and the dazzling equipage which he cx~ 
hibits in pvbltc. The fubordinate ranks lay claim 
to imporsance by a like exhIbition, and for that 
purpofc carry in every inftant the enfigns of their 
birth. or the ornaments of their fortune. What 
clfe c<mld mark out to the indivIdual the relation 
in which he frands to his fellow-fubjf!th, or dif
ti~uifb the nllluberkfs ranks that fin up the in
wrvaI between the fiate of the fovereign and- that 
of the peafant? Or what elfe could, in fiates of 
a ~!{tI!llttJ preftrve any appearance of order ~ 
among members d1funited by ambition and in
(ereit, and deftined to form a community, with
OUt the fenfe of any common concern ? 

MONARCHIES are generally found, where the 
fiate is eBlarged, in population and in territory:p 
beyond the numbef$ and dimenfions. that are con
tiftent with republican government. Together 
with there: circumftances, great inequalities arife 
in the'dif1:ribution of property; and the defire of 
pre-eminence becomes th(l!' predominant paffion. 
Every rank would exereife its pretogativcy and 
the fovereign is perpetually tempted to enlarge his 
own ~ if [ubJeCts, whQ defpair of PfCc~ence. 

~ plead 
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plead: for equality, he is willing to favour their 
thtims, and to aid them in reducing pretenfions; 
with which he himfelf is, on many oecaGons, ob. 
Ji~d to contend. In'the event of fuch a policy, 
many invidious difiinc'bons and grievances pecu
liar [0 monarchical gbvernment, may, in appear
ance, be removed, but the ftate of equality to 
which the fu~jeCl:s approach is that of naves, 
equally dependent on the will of a ma!l:er, not thac 
of freemen, in a condition to maintain their own. 

THE principle of monarchy, according to 
Montefquieu, is honour. Men may poffefs good 
qualities, elevation of mind, and fortitude; but 
the fenfe of equality, that will bear no incroach
ment on the perfonal rights of the meanen: cItizen; 
the Indignant fpirie, that Will not c(\~t.ij..protec
tion, nor accept as a favour what is due" as a 
tight; the publu: atretbon, ",hich is founded Oli 

the negleCt. of pel fonal conGderations, are neither 
confi!l:ent with the preferv1t:on of the conftitu
rion, nor agree~ble tr, the habits acqUIred in any 
franon amgqed to ItS membors. 

EVERY conditIon is po1Tdfed of peculiar dig
nity, and points out a propriety of condua, which 
men of fration are obliged to maintain. ·In the 
commerce of fuperioJ;S anti inferiors, it is the ob-

I 

j.etl: of ambition, and of vanitY1 to refine on the' 
advantages of rank; while,.to facilitate the inter-' 
courfe> of polite fociety, It is the aim of g.ood 
breeding to difguif(', or reject them. 

1 J THOUOH 



Of National Felicity. Part f. 
THOUGH the objects of confideration are rather 

the dignities of fiat Ion than perfonal qualitIes j 

though fnendfhip cannot be formed by mere in
clinatIOn, nor alhances by the mere choice of thl: 
heart; yet men fu united, and even without 
changmg thelr order, are highly fufceptible of 
moral excellence, or lIable to mahy (lIfferent de
grees of corruptIOn. They may aCt a vigorous 
patt as members of the flatt', an amiable one in 
the commerce of pnvate fOCH:ty, or they may 
yitlLl up their dignity as cltlzem" even while they 
1.1lf~ their arrogallLC: and prefumptlOn as private 
p.lrtH:::'. 

IN monarchy, all orders of men deflve their 
llOnOllrs from the crown; but they continue to 
hold ~.IiS a nght, and they exerClfe a fubor
JillJre power in the frate, founded on the perma
nent rank they enJoy, and on the attachment of 
thofe whom they arc appOinted to lead and pro
teet. Though tht'y do not force themfelve:. Into 

national councils and public affemblles, and 
though the name of ienate is unknown, yet the 
fentlments they adopt l11111t have weight with the 
k:wcreign; and every indlvloual, in hls feparate 
capacity,. in fome meafure. deliberates for his 
country. In whatever does not derogate from 
Ius rank, he has an arm ready to ferve the com
munity; in whatever alarms his 1enfe of honour. 
he has averfions and difijkes, which amount to :it 

negative on the will of his prince. 

INTASGLED 
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bTANGLED together by the reciprocal tics of 

dependence and protectIon, though not combined 

by the [enfe of a common Intereft, the fubJeCts of 

monarchy, hke thofe of.repubhcs, find them/elves 

occupied as the members of an :H'1:ve foclety, 

and engaged to treat wIth theIr fellow-creatures 

on a lIbel al footIng. If thofe principle!. of ho

nour which ewe the ll1dlVlduaI from krv!lity 111 

his own perfon, or from becorl1ng an engine of 

oppreffion III the hands of another, Oloulcl fail ; 
If they {boulJ give way·to the In:txim" of com

merce, to the I efinements of a fuppofed phtlofo

phy, or to the 1111fpbced aldours of a Icpubllcan 
fjlint; If they are betrayed by the CO\'·.lI dice of 

fubiCts, or fllbdued by the a nbltlon of princes, 

what mui1: blcome of the t'l.1tlOn" oC Europe? 

DESPOTISM is mon.lrrhv corruFted. jn v. hich :!, 

court and .1 prInce In appearance lem.lln, but In 

which every iubordinale r.lnk b ddlroyed, in 
which the fubjdt IS told, thar he hab no right" ; 

that he cannot polTef" anv plOperty, nor fill any 

llation, independent of the- 11lOmt'ntal y will of 
his prince. Thefe doElllllCS are fO~lI1deJ on the 

maxims of ('onquelt, tht'Y mtlfl be inculcated 

with the whip and the fWDI'd; and ~re bell: re

ceived under the terror of ,haill~ an.:! impri[on

mente r'ear, therefr)re, I!'. the principle wTllch 

qualifies the fubjeCl: to oc<1ipy his f1:atiol1: and 

the fovereign, who holdsoQut the ~nfigns of terror 

fo freHy to others, has abundant n:a[Qn to p-ive 

I J thi$ 
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this pamon a principal place with himfelf. That 
,:enure which he has devifed for the rights of 
others, is foon 3pplied to his own; and from hi~ 
eager delire to fecurt>, o.r to extend his power~ 
he finus it become, hke the fortunes of his peo
plt"J a creature of mere imagination and unfetded 
~aprice. 

WHILST we thus, with fa much accuracy, ca'1 
~ffign the ideal limits that may ddl:ingUl111 confri
Jurions of government,.we find them, in reality, 
both in refpect to the princIple and the form, va
,ioul1y blended together. In what foelety are not 
men cla{fed by external dlfrinEtions, as wdl a~ 

• 
perfonal qualIties? In what frate are they not ac-
tuated by a variety of principles; jualce, honour, 
moderation, and fear? It is the purpofe of fC1-
cnce.n~t1) dlfguife this confufion in its objeCt, 
but, in the multip1i~ity and cpmbinatlon of par
ticulars, to find the rrincipal points which deferve 
our attention; and 'h 111ch, bemg well underftood, 
fave us from the embarraffment which the varie
~ies of lingular cafes might otherwife create. In 
fhe fame degree in which governments require 
men to aCt from principles of virtue, of honour, 
or of fear, they are more or lefs fully comprifed 
\lnder. the he\tds 9f republic, monarchy, or def~ 
potifm,' and the general theory is more or 1c:~ 
~ppliclLbl~ to their "ticular c~. 

FOllMS of govtrnment, in faa, mutualJr ap
proi\ch vf recede by many J and often imenftble 

gr~dations. 
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gradations. Democracy, by admitting certain 
inequalities of rank, approaches to ariftocra<..y, 
In popular, as wdl as ariftocratical governments, 
particular men, by their perfonal authority, :md 
fometimes by the credit of their family, have 
maintained a fpecies of monar~hical power. The 
monarch is limited in different degrees: even 
the defpotic prince is only that m<;>narch whofe 
[ubjeCts claim the f~weft privileges, or who is 
himfelf beft prepared to fubdue them by force. 
All thefe varieties are but fieps in the hifrpry of 
mankind, and mark:" the fleeting and tranfient 
fituation,s through which they have paffed. while 
fupported by virtue, or depreffed by vice. 

PERFECT democracy and defpotifm appear to 
be the oppofite extremes at which cO~ittions of 
government farchefr recede from eac f)ther. 
Under the firfr, a perfect virtue is required; un
der the fecond, a total corruption is fuppofed : 
yet, in point of mere fonn, there being nothing 
fixed in the ranks and dlftinaions of men beyond 
the cafual and temporary pGffeffion of power, fo
ci,~ties eafily pars from a condition in which every 
individual has an equal title to reign, into one in 
which they are equally deftined to ferve. The 
(arne qualities in both, courage, popularity, ad
drefs, and military conduc1, raife the ambitious 
to eminence. With thefe qualities, the citizen 
Of the Gave eamy paffes from the ranks to the 
~omlban4 of an army, from an obfcure to an il-

I 4 l\.lftrioua 
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lufrnous [btion. In- either., a fingle perfon m'ay 
rule v,"c:, unl:111:,cd fwav; and In both, the po
pul~Le may break down I;.VCI y b<1mer of order, 

;lnd rdl.rair.t of la.w. 

IF we furrore that the equality cfrablifhecl 
among the fubj('Cl~ of a defpotlc frate bas lI1fplred 
its members with confidence, Intrepidity, aid 
the love of JuiLce, rhe dcfpQlIC prmce; havlIlg 
ceafed to be an objea of fear, muft fink among 
the crowd. If, on the conti ary, the perfonal 
equality which is enjoyed b.y the members of a 
democratical ftale, ihould be v:11ucd merely ~~ an 

equal pretenGon to') the ()bje'.1~ of avarice and 
ambition, the monarch may ihn up anew, and 
be. fupportcd by thoLe who mean to fhare in hi!. 
proli.t,.. When the rapaciolls and m,rlen.uy af
l\:mule ~rtJ(.s, It IS of no confeguence under 
what 1c~J(:'f they InlJfl-, whether Ca::lar or Pom
pey, the hopes or l.lplllC or l,ay .!rt' the only mo
tive!, fr~m whllh they becomc att<1lhed to either. 

It-< the dlfonler or corrupted {ocletlcs, the fcene 
has been frequcntly changt:d from democracy to 
de(potdm, and from the lafr too, in its tUl'll, to 
the firfl-. From amidfr the, democracy of corrupt 
men, 8,m\ from a fet:ne of lav..Jefa confufion, the 
tFant arLcnd~ a throne with arms reeking in 
blood. Bm hIS abufes, or his weaknetTes, 10 the 
~ation he has gained, in their turD awaken and 
~iv~ wuy to the fpirit of mutiny and (evcnge~ 

The 
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The cries of murder and defolation, which in the 
ord:nary cour!"c of military governmcnt terrified 

the fubjecr In his pnvate retreat, found through 

the vaults) and pierce the glL.tes and iron doors 

of the fera.~ho. Democracy feems to revive in a 

fcene of wIld Jlfordcr and tumult: bllt both tilt: 

extreme!> are but the tranfient fits of paroxyf,n or 

languor In a dlltempered ftate • .. 
Ir men be any where arri,'''d at this meafure of 

depf<wlty, thel c appe:lr~ no un mediate hope of 

n:drefs. Neither the aicendancy of the 111 ultltude, 

nor that of the tyrant, will fecure the aclmll1lftra
lIon of jul1:ice: Neither the ltcence of mere tu

muir, nor the c.dm of ueJeEtjl)fl and {erv~[lJdeJ 

wlll teJ.ch the Citizen tint he was born for can

dour and afi( .. G:lon to hi~ fellow-creatures. And 

If the 11Jecul.ulve woulJ nnl\ that hab;'t'ul\ fl:~re of 

WJr wlllch they .11 e flll1H~tjme~ pleated to honour 

with the name of tbe jl(!tc of lzatUI"(" they WI!! find 

it In the co/1teil that fubfii1:s between the defpoti
cal prince and IllS fLlbll'Ct~, not in the fir11: ap

proaches of 11 rude and iimple trIbe to the condi

tIOn and the clomei1:lc arran;;c.ncnr of nations. 

PART 
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OF TJJE HISTORY OF 

R U DEN A T ION S. 

SECTION 1. 

Of tbe Informations on tbls Subjefl wbICk are derived 
from AntIquIty. 

T HE hiftory of mankind is confined within 
a limited period, and from every quarter 

urings an intimation that human affairs have had 
a beginning. Nations, diftinguifhed by the pof
femon of arts, and the felicity of their political 
eftabhfhmenrs, have been derived from a feeble 
onginal, and ftill preferve in theIr fiory the indi
cations of a flow and gradual progrefs, by which 
this diftinCtion was gained. The antiquities of 
every people, however diverfified, and however 
difguifed, contain the fame information on this . . romt• 



OJ tpe /rl/orm,tions " Part II, 

IN facred hifrory, we find the parents of the 

fpecies, as yet a fingle pair, fent forth to inherit 

the earth, and to ·force a fubfiftence for them.,. 

felves amldO: the bn:lrs and thorns which were 

made tu abOtllld on its furface. Their race, 

which was ~galn reduced to a few, had to thuggle 

with the dJll~erS that await a weak and infant 

fpecies; and after many ages elapftd, the matt 

refi)eClable natlom took their rife from one or a 

few fa.mille:> that had pJ.ftured their flocks In the 

defen. 

TilL Grecians denve their own origin from 
unfettkd tr.bes, whofe frequent mlgr.ltlOns :ue a 

proof of the rude and mfant frate of their com
munities; and whore warlike explOits, fo much 

.cdebtat¢,.in frary, only exhibit the ttruggks 
WIth wInch they d1li1uted the poffdIion of a coun
try they afterw,mb, by their talent for fable, by 

their arts, and theIr poltcy, rendered [0 famolls 

in the lliftory of mankind. 

ITALY mufr have been divided into many rude 

and feeble C.lntom, when a band of robbers, as 

we are taught to confider them, found a [ecure 

fettlement on the banks of the Tiber, and when a 
people,' yet compared only of one fex, [uftalOed 

the charaCter of a nation. Rome, for many ages, 
faw, from her walls, on every fide, the terrltory 

of her enemies, and found as little to check or to 

fiifle the weaknefs of her infant power, a!> ih~ diq 
aftcrwO!rds 
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afterwards to reftrain the progrefs of her extended 

empire. Like a Tartar or a ScythlarJ hOI cle) wl1Jch 
had pitched on a fettlement, this n,lfcent commu
nity was equal, if not fupenor, to every tllbe In 
its neighbourhood, and the oak which ha~ covered 
the field with its ihade, was once a feeble phllt in 

the nudel y, and not to be dlfril1)SLlifned frolll the 
weeds by which Its ,early growth was reltr,:lIned. 

THE Gauh and the Germans are come to our 
knowledge with the marks of a fimdaT condltlOn; 

and the mhabltants of BritaIn, at the time of the:: 

ilrfr Roman inv,liJons, refunbkd, in m,lOY things, 

tht' prefent natlve~ of North America: They were 
ignorant of agnculture, they painted their bo

dle~, and ufed for clothIng the !klns ofbeafts. 

SUCH, thntfGre, appears to h~Vl' becl~ the 
commencement of h!l~ory wah all nations, and 111 

fuch clrclllnflancts are \\'e to look for the ollC;1I1al 
character of n''!l\!~lI1d. The il'CjLllry refers to a 

dlilant ptnod, a!1d e\ ery COJ1clUDOn fhould build 
on the facts \\ hleh are preferved for our ufe. 
Our method, notwirhftandln[:, roo frequently, IS 

to rtIl: tht whole on conjeCture, to Impute every 

advJ.ntage of our nature to thofe art~ whIch we 

ourfdves poifefs, and to Imagrnf', that!l mere 
nf'gatlOn of all our virtues I~ a fuflicient defcnp

tlOn of man In his original fiate. We are our

fdves the fuppofed H::ndards of pol:tenef~ and c!
vilization j and where our own fclt'.Irc::. lip not 

appear, 
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appear,. we apprchendl that thete is nothing 
which deferves to be known. But it is probable 
that here, as in many other cafes. we are ill qua. 
lified, from our [uppofed knowledge of caufcli, to

prognofticate effects, or to determine what mult 
have been the properties and operationsr even of 
our own nature, in the abfence of thofe cincum
fi:anccs in which ·we have feen it engaged. Who 
would, from mere conjeCture, fuppofe, that the 
naked favage would be a coxcomb and a game
fier? that he would be proud or vain, without 
the diftinCtions of title and fortune? and that his 
pripcipaI care would be to adorn his perfon,. and 
to find an amufement? Even if it could tJC [up

pofed that he would thus fhare III our vices, and" 
in the midft of his fordl, vie wj~h the faIlles which 
are pra&ifed in the town; yet no. one would be fo 
bold as ~affirm, that he: would hkewlfe, in any 
inftance, excel us III talent& and virtues; that he 
would have a penetratlOll, a force of im.lgination 
and elocution, an ardour of mllld, an affeetion and 
courage, which the arts) the (hicipline, and the 
policy of few nation~ would be able to improve. 
Yet thefe particulars are d. part in the defcnption 
which ia ddivered by thofe who have h~ oppor
tunities of feeing mankind in their rudeO: ~ondi
lion: and beyond the reach of fuch teftimonYI 
we can neither fafely take, nor pretend to give, 
informauon on the fl1hjecr. 

b cot'ljeCtUres and opinions formed at a di(.. 
can~ have not fuflicitnt authority in the h1'ftory 

o( 



of maftlt1~ the ~eftk antiquities of ~ery fta· 
tiotl n:R1it, for this verr Rafon, be receiv~d with 
cautioa •• They are, for moft part, the mere con
jetlures or the fiB:ions of fubfequent ages; and 
even where at fu1l they contained fome refem
blance of truth, they frill ury with the imagina
tion of thofe by whom they are tranfmitted, and 

• • I. 

in every gennatlon recerve a different form. 
They are made to bear the ftamp of the times 
through which they have paffed in the form of 
tradition, not of the ages to which their pretended 
defcrjptions relate. The information they bring, 
is not like the light refleeted from a mirra",r, 
which delineates the objetl from which it origi
nally came; but, like rays that come broken and 
difperfed from an opaque or unpolifhed furface; 
only give the colours and features of the body 
from which they were laft reflected. 

WHEN traditia.nary fables are rehearfed by the 
vulgar, they bear the marks of a national cha
raCter; and though mixed with abfurdities, oft~n 
raife the ImagiAation, and move the heart: whell 
made the materials of poetry I and adorned by the 
fkill and the doquence,of an ardent and fuprrior' 
mind, they infi:ruct the underftanding, as well as. 
engage the paffions. It is only in the manage
ment of mere antiquaries, or ftript of the orna
ments which tbe laws of hiftory forbid thero to-. 
wear" that they become even un6t to aqlufe the 
fanc.y~ or to fcrve any purpofe whatever. 
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IT were abfmd m-qUOR' th~' (able.of t~ I-Had 
or the Ody1fey~,thekgendsof Hercuks/T41efeus, 
or CEdipus, as authorities in matter of ita: rela
ting to the ,hiftory of ma.nkind; but they may, 
with great juftice, be cited to' afcertain what were 

~ conceptions and fenciments of the age in whidl 
,hey were compofed, or to charaQenfe the gen1us 
of that people, with whofe Imaglna.tlOns rhey were 
blended, and by whom they were fcndly rt· 
hearfed and admired. 

IN this manner fiction may be admitted to 
vouch for the geOlU,!, of nations, while 'hifiory has 
nothing to olTer that is lomled to credit. The 
Greek fable accordingly conveY1l1g a charaCter of 
its authori, throws light on fome 'ages of wh,lCh 
no other rtLOrd remains. The fllperiority of this 
'people fsinJeed In no urcllmilance more eVident 
than in the ftr:un of their fiCl.lOfl3, and ill the flory 
of thofe fabulous heroes, poets,. and ictges, whore 
tales, belOg lOventeJ or embelhlhed by an Ima
gmation already filled with the fubjett for which 
the hero was c~h:br.atcd, iefved to inflame that 
ardent enthufiafm, with which fo many dltferent 

republics afterwards proceeded m the putfuit ot 
every national objefL 

I T was no doubt -of great ad vanta~ to thofe 
natioDs,- that their fyftem of fable was originals 

~nd being already received in popular traditions" 
ferved to dilfufe thofe improven:t:nts 'of 1'fafon~ 

imagina-
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imagination, and 'fentiment, .hieh pre anti!'
wards, by men of the finei talents, made on the 
fable itXlf,~er conveyed in its monl. The par
lions of the poet pervaded the minds of the peo
ple, and the conceptions of men of genY\]s, being 
communicated to the vulga. became the incen-' 
tives of a national fpirit. 

A MYTHOLOGY borrowed, from abroad, a lite
rature founded on references to a ftrans,e countrr~ 
and fral~ht with foreign • allufions, are much 
more ,on fined in their ufe: They fpeal to the 
learned alorw; and though intended to inform the 
underftanding, and to mend the heart, may, by 
being confined to a few, have an oppofite effect: 
Th~y may fofter conceit on the ruins of common 
fenfe. and render what was, at leaft in.n~cent1YJ 
fung by the Athenian mariner at hIS oar, c1r re
hearfed by the ihepherd in attending his flock, an 
occafion of vice, or the foundation of pedantry 
and fCRolaftic pride. 

OUIl very learning, perhaps, where its influence 
extends, ferves, in fame meafure, to depref:. out 
national fpirit. Our litera&ure being derived from 
nation~ of a different race, who flouriihed at a 
time when our anceftors were in a ftate of Barba
rity, and confequently, when they were dcfpifed 
by thofe who had attained to the literary arts, has 
gi;ea rife tu a humblIng opinion, that we our .. 
[elves .are the oJfspring of mean tnd contemptible 

K nation., 



nations; wfh whom the human imagination· and 
fentiment had no effeCt, tin the genius was in a 
manner infpirtd by examples, and ~irea:ed' by 
leffons that were hrought from abroad. The Ro
mans, fntn whom our accounts are chiefly de
rived, have admitte~ in the rudenefs of their own 
anceftors, a fyfiem of virtues, which all fimple 
nations perhaps equally poffefs j a contempt of 
riches, love of their cotlt1try, patience of hard-
1H1p, dan~r, and fatigue. They have, notwith
ftanding, vilified our anceftors for ha¥ing re
fembled ~heir own j at leall, in the defect of their 
arts, and III the negleCt: of convenitnces which 
thofe arts are employed to procure. 

t IT is from the Greek and the Roman hi41o
"fians~ hpwever) that v.re hIve- not only the moll: 
authentic and inftruCl:ivf, but even the moil: en ... 
gaging reprefentatiol1s of the tribes from whom 
we defcend. Thofe fublime and intelligent wri
ters undedl:ood human nature; and could colleCt 
its f'latures, and exhibit its charaCters, in every 
lltuatinn. They were ill fucceeded in this talk by 
the f'arly hiftorian§ of rnodern Europe; who, ge
~rally bred to the profaffion of monks, and con
fined to the monaftic life, applied themfelves to 
record" what they were pleafed to denominate 
faas, while they fuffered the produCtions of genius 
to perifh, and were unable, either by the matt;r 
tIley fdefl.ed, or the ftyle of their competitions, 
to give" any teprekntation of the aetive fpirit of 

mankind 
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mankind in any condition. With them, a narra
tion was fuppof~d to conftitute hiftory, whilft it 
did not convey any kn~wledge of men; and hi[. 
tory itfelf was allowed to be comp1ete, while, 
amidft the event'S and the fuccellion qf princes 
that are recorded in the orCter of time, we are 
left to look in vain for thafe charaaeriftics of the 
underftanding and the heart, which alone, in. 
every human tranfaetioh j render the ftory either 
tngaging or ufeful. ' 

WE therefore willingly quit the hlftory of our 
early anceIfors, where C~far and Tacitus have 
dropped them j and pe'rhaps, till we come within 
the reach of what ill conneCl:ed with prefent af ... 
fair1, and make's a part in ~he fyftem on which we 
now proce~d, have little reafon to exp~a. any 
[ubjeCt to intereft or inform the mind. We have 
no reafon, howtvei, from hence to conclude, 
that the matter icfe}f was more barren, or the 
[cene of human affairs lefs interdhng, in modern 
Europe, than it has bee'n 011 every ftage where 
mankind were engaged to exhibit the movements 
of the heart, the efforts of generolity, magnani
nliry, and courage. 

THt trial of what thofe ages contained, is not 
even fairly made, wht'n men of genius and diftin .. 
guHhed abilities, with the accompliiliments of a 
)earQ~d. and' a. polifhed age, cdlet\. the materials 
they have: found, and, with the greateft fueeefs, 
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C,onnea the Jlory or ill,itet:,.atf? ages w~th tranfac .. 
tiOfls of a later date: It is d!fficult even for thel11, 
trnder the names which ,are applied in a new, flate 
of fodety, to convey a juft apprehenfiop of what 
mankiQd' were, in fituations fo difFerent,. and in 
times fo rcmote from their own. 

IN deriving (rom hiftorrans of this chara6l:er the 
lflftrucrion which thdr writin~s are fit to beftow, 
we are frequently to forget the general terms that 
are employed, in order to colleCt the real man
ners of an age from the minute cil"cumftances 
thar are occalionally prefenred. The titles of 
~DYIlJ and Noble were applicable to the families of 
Tarquin, CollatmulI,. and Cincinnatus; bu~ Lu
cretia ,was employed in d~ic UuhJftry withther 
'mild~~ , a"l1d Cmcinnatus fol{owed the plough. 
The dignitJe~) and even the offices,. of civil fo
eicty, were known many ages ago,. in Europe, by 
their prefent appellatlons;. but we find in the hir
tory of England, that a king and his court being 
afi'embled to folemnize a feftiva}~ an outlaw, who 
had fubfifted by robbery t c;ame to lhare in the (eaft. 
The King hirnfelf arofe to force this unworthy 
gueft from the company; a fcuftle enfued between 
them .. and the King was killed·. A chancellor and 
prime miniIter .. whofe Mag'nifict"»c~ Jmd fumptu
Q~ {\t.rnl~urc were' the fub~ of admiJ:~tion and 
t)Ilvy .. had his apirtment& '~vered e'fery day iR 
,..jn~ I'ith clean flra. and hay, a~..ill fummel" 

• H~o~. ,tiitlory. c~ 8. P .. I7L. 
",itb 
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with 'green ru~ or boughs. Even the fove
reign himfelf, in thofe ages, was provided with 
forage for his bed·. Thefe pitturefque features, 
and charaCteriftical lhokes of the times, recal the 
imagination from the fuppofed difhnttion of mo .. 
narch and fubjeCt, to that fiate of rougb. familia
rity in which our aneeftors lived, and under which 
they aCted, with a view to obJeCts, and on prin. 
ciples of conduct, which WI: [eldom comprehend. 
when we are employed to record their traufac
tlons, or (0 ftudy their charaCters. 

THUCYUIOES, notwithftanding the prejudice of 
his country againft the name of Barbarian, un
derftood that it was in the cuftoms of barbarous 
nalions he was to ftudy the more anCient manners 
of Greece. 

THE R.omans might h.ave found an image of 
their own anceftors, in the reprefencatlOns they 
have given of ours: and 1f ever an Arab clan 
£hall become a civihzed nation, or any American 
tribe efcape the poifon which IS admlOiftered by 
our traders of Europe, it may be (rOlll the rela
tions of the prefent times, and the defcription& 
which are now given by travellers) that fuch a 
people, in after-ages, may beft coHea the ac~ounts 
of their origin. It is in their prefent condition 
that we are [0 beho!d, as in a mirrour. the {ea· 
tures of our own progenitors; and from thence 

• Hwne'. H"11lory. ch. 8. p. 73. 
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we are to draw our conc!ufions with Tefpet[ to th~ 
influence of fituation$, in which we have rearon 
to belie!e that our fathers were placed. 

WHAT fhould difringuilh a German or a ~ri. 
ton, in the habits of his mind or his body, in his 
manners or apprehenfioIls, from an AlllericanJ 

who, like him, with his bow and his dart, is left 
[0 traverfe ~he forefr j and in a like revere or va
riable climate, is obltged to fubfift by the chace ~ 

If, in advanced years, we would form a jult 
notion of our progrefs from the cradle, we mult 
have recuurfe to the nurfery i and from the ex
ample of thOle who are fhll ill the period of ljfe 
we mean to defcnb.e, take our reprefentatiol\of 
paft manl1.ers, that cannot, in any other way, be , 
recall~d. 



{ 13S 1 

SEC T. II. 

Of Rude Nations prior to the EftablifomclIt of 
Property. 

FRoM: one to the other extremity of Ame
rica; from Kamfl:hatka weftward to the river 

Oby; and from the Northern ft"a, over that length 
of country, to the confines of China, of India, 
and Perfia i from the Cafpian to the Red Sea, 
with little exception, and from thence over the 
mland continent and the weftern fhores of Africa; 
we every where meet with nations on whom we 
beftow the appellations of barbarous or ravage. 
That extenfive traB: or the earth, contall1ing 10 
great a variety of fituation, climate, .and [oil,. 
i'hould, in the manners of its inhabItants, exhibit 
all the dlverfities which arife' from the unequal 
influence of the fun, joined to a different nourifu
ment and manner of ltfe. Every quefrion, how
ever, on this fubjett, IS premature, ufI we have 
firfi: endeavoured to form [orne general concep
tion of our fpecies in its rude fiaee, and have 
Jearned to diftingul!h mere ignorance from dui
ne[s, and the want of arts from the wane of ~apacity. 

OF the nations who dwell in tho[e~ or any oth.er 
of the lefs cultivated parts of the earth, fome in
truft their' fl,Jbfiftence chiefly to hunting, fiiliing, 
or the natural produce of the foil. They have 
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little attention to property, and fcareely any be
ginnings of fubordination or government. Others, 
having polfeffed themfe1ves of herbs, and de~ 
pen~mg fOr their provifion on pafture. know 
what it is to be poor and rich. They know the 
rela~ions of patron and client, of fervant and 
mafter, and by the meafures of fortune-determine 
their ftation. This difrindion muft create a ma
terial difference of charaCter, and may furniili two 
feparate heads, under which" to confider th~ hif
tory of mankind in their rudeft ftate; that of the 
ravage, who is not yet acquamted with property; 
and that of the barbarian, to whom it is, although 
not afcertained by laws, a principal object: of 
care and defire. • 

IT mull: appear very evident, that property is 
a matoter of progrefs. It requires, among other 
particulars, which are the effeCts of time, fome 
method of defining poifeffion. The very defire 
of it proceeds from experience j and the mduftry 
by which it is gained, or improved, requires fuch 
a habit of aCting with a view to diftant objects, 
as may overcome the pre1ent difpofitlOn either to 
410th or t? enjoyment. This habit is nowly ac
quired, and is in reality 1\ principal dIflinchon of 
nations' in the advanced ftate of mechanic and 
commercial arts. 

IN a tribe ,\'hich fubfifts by huDting and fifhing, 
the arms, the uteofils) and the fur, which tlte in

dividual 
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dividual carries, are to him the only fubjeas of 
property. The food of to-morrow IS yet wild in 
the foreft, or hid in, the lake j it caanot be a~ 
propriated before it is caught; and even then, 
being the purchafe of numbers, who filh or hunt 
in a body, it accr~s to the community, and is 
applied to immediate ufe, or becomes an accef
fion to the frores of the public. 

W IffRE favage nations, as in moll: parts of 
America, mix with the practice of hunting fome 
fpecies of rude agriculture, they frill follow, witb 
refped to the foil and the fruits of the earth, the 
analogy of their principal object As the men 
hunt) fo the women labour together j and, after 
they have fuared the toils of the feed-time, they 
enjoy the fruits of the harveft in common. The 
field in which they have planted, like th'e fiiifrrict 
over which they are accufromed to hunt, 15 claimed 
as a property by the nation, but is not parcelled in 
Jots to its members. They go forth in parties to 
prepare the ground, to plant, and to reap. The 
harveft is gathered into the public granary, and 
from thence, at frated times, is divided into 1hares 
for the maintenance of feparate families -. Even 
the returns of the market, when they trade with 
foreigners, are brought home to the frock of the 

nation t. 
As 

• Hillory of the Caftbbees. 

t Charlevoix. This account of Rude Nations, in moft 
points of importance, fo far AI it relates to til original North
. Amcri~., 
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As the fur and the bow ~rtain to the indivi
dual, the cabbin and its utenfils are appropriated 
to the family. and as the domeftic cares are com
mitted to the women, fo the prGperty of the 
houfehold feems likewife to be vefted in them. 
The children are confidered as pertaining to the 
mother, with little regard to defcent on the fa
ther's fide. The males, before they are married, 
re'main in the cabbin in which they a,.re born ~ but 
after they have formed a new connection .ith the 
other {ex, they change their habitation, and be
come an accemon to the family in which they 
have found their wives. The hUllter and the 
warrior are numbered by the matron as a part of 
her treafure i they are referved for perils and trr~ 
ing occafions; and in the recefs of public coun
eils, in the intervals of hunting or war, are , 
maintaiaed by the cares of the women, and lottel 
about in mere amufelnent or fioth •• 

WHILE one fex contj~ue to value themfelve~ 
chiefly on their courage, their talent for pollcYJ 
and their warlike atchlevements, this fpecles of 
property which is beftowed on the other, is, in 
reality, a mark of fubjeetion; not, as fome writers 

Americans, is not fOllnded fo much OD thr tell!mony of this 
or of the pther writers cited, as it is on the concurring reprc
fentations of living witncff"es, who, in the courfe of tr<lde, of 
war. and of treaties, have had ample occafion tb obfen'e the 
manners of that people, It is neulf&ry, however, for the 
fake of thofe who may lIot have converfed witb the. living 
Wi tllcJI'C5. W refer to printed authorities. 

Lafitllu. 
allege, 
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allege, of their haYing acquired an afctndant-. 
it is the care and trouble of a fubj-ect with which 
the warrior does not chufe to be embarralfed. It 
is a fcrvitudc, and a continual toil, where no ho
nours are woo; and they whofe province it is, are 
in fad the naves and the helots of theIr country. 
If in this dei1:inatioll of the fexes, wiule the meQ 
continue to indulge themfelves in the contempt 
of fordid and mercenary arts, the cruel eftablifu
ment of {lavery is for fome ages deferred; if, in 
this ttmder, though unequal alliance, the affec
tions of the heart prevent the feverities practifed 
on llaves i we have in the cuftom itfelf, as per
haps in many other inftances, reafon to prefer 
the firft fuggeftions of nature, eo many of he.r 
ilfter-refinements. 

IF mankind, in any inftance, continue the ar. 
ticle of property on the footing we have now re
prefented, we may eafily credIt what is further 
reported by travellersJ that they admit of no dif
tinchons of rank or condition j and that they have 
in faa no degree of fubordination different from 
the diftnbution of function. which follows the 
differences of age, talenes, and difpofitions. Per
fonal qualities give an afcendant in the midft of 
occalions which require their exertion ~ but in 
times of relaxation, leave no vefhge of power 
or pr~rogative. A warrior who has led the 
}1out~ of hi5 na.tiOll to the flaughte-r of thejr ene, 

La4ta~ 
IDles, 



140 Part It:. 

mies~ or who ba.\ been foremoLl in the ('hace, re
tu~n$ upop a level with the reft o£,,his tribe,; and 
..,.hen the only bufmefs is to Qeep, or to feed, caft 
enjoy no pre~emjneDce. for he Oeeps and he 
fecds no bj:tter than they. 

WHEP.~ no profit attends dominion, one party 
is as much averfe to the trouble of perpetual com
mand, as the other is to the mortification of per
petual fubmiffion: cc I love victory, I love great 
" aCtions," fays Montefquieu, in the charaCter of 
SyUa; "but have no relifh for the Ilanguid detail 
cc of pacific goyernment, or the pageantry of 
" high ftation." He has touched perhaps what 
is a prevailmg fentiment in the fimpleft ftate of 
fociety, when theweaknefs of motive fuggefted by 
intereft, and the ignorance of any elevation not 
feundesi bn merit, fupplies the place of difdain . 

• 
THE charaCl:er of the mind, however, in this 

nate, is not founded on Ignorance alone. Men 
are confcious of their equality, and ace tenaciou~ 
of its rights. Even when they follow a leader tQ 
the field, they cannot brook the pretenfions to a 
formal command: they liften to no orders; and 
they come under no military engagements, but 
thofe of mutual fidelity, and equal ardour in the 
enterprife· • 

THIS defcription, we may believe, is unequally 
applicable to difFetent natIons, who have made 

• Charlevoix. 
unequal 
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untqual 'advances in die eftablifhment of property. 
Among the Carribbces; imd, tbe other natives of 
the warmer clID1ates jn America, the dignity of 
chieftain is hcr~i~ary, or elettive, and continued 
for life: the unequal diftribution of property 
creates a vifible fubordination -. But among the 
Iroquois, and other nations of-the temperate 
zone, the titles of magiftrOlt and JuPjefl, of noble 
and mean, are as little known as thofe of rich and 
poor. The old men, without being invdl:ed witb 
any coercive power, employ their natural autho
rity in advifing or in prompting the refolwtiona of 
their tribe: the military leader is pointed out by 
the fuperiority of his manhood and valour: the 
ftatefman is diftinguifhed, only by the atteAtion 
with which his counfel is heard: .the warrior by 
the confidence with which the youth of hi&.~at_ 
follow him to the field: and if their concefts muft, 
be fuppofed to conftitute a fpecies of politiea! 
government, it is one .to which no language qf 
ours can be applied. Power is no more than the 
natural afcendancy of the mind; the difcharge of 
office no more than a natural exercife o( the per
fonal character; and while the community ach 
with an appearance of order, there is no fenfc of 
difparity in the breaft of any of its membors t.· 

IN thefe happy~ though informal proceed~ng~ 
where age ~one gives a place in the counc41. 

• Wafer's AccouDt of the Iahmus of Darieo. 
t Colden's Hiltory of the Five Nations, 

where 
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where youth. atdc:i-or, and valour in the fi€ld j 

give a title to the ftation of leader I where the 
.bole community is a1Tembled on any a~arming 
occafiem, we may venture to fay, that we have 
found the origin of the ftnate the executive 
power, and the affembly of the people; inftitu
tions' for which"ancient legiflators have been fo 
much renowned. The {enate among the Greeks, 
aswell as the Latins,'appears, from the etymology 
of its name, to have been originally compofed of 
elderly men. The military leader at Rome, in 
a manner not unlike to that of the American war
rior, proclaImed his levies, and the citIzen pre
pa~d for the field, in confequence of a voluntary 
~ngagcment. The fuggtftions of nature, which 
dire8:ed the policy of nations in the wlld~ of 
Iu'Dcrica, were followed before on the banks of 
the Eutbtas and the Tyber; and Lycurgus and 
R.omulus found the model of theIr infritutlons, 
wpere the members of every rude natlOn find the 
earlieft mode of uniting their talents, and com
bining their forces. 

AMONC the NQrth-American nations, every 
inqividu:li is independent; but he is engaged by 
hi~ ~edions and his habits in the cares of a fa
mily. Families, lIke fo many ieparate tnbes, 
arc (ubjea to no infpeCtion or government from 
abroad; whatever paffes at home, even blood
fh~ and murder, are only fuppoied to concern 
themfeJves. They are> in the mean time, the pal"t~ 

of 
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of a cantQn i the women aff'erhble to plant their 
tmiize j the old men go to council; the huntfman 
and the warrior joi~s ~he youth of hIs villl\ge in 
the field. Many futh cantons affemble to con
ftitute a national council, or to execute a na
tional enterprife. When the Europeans made 
their firft fettlementS in America, fix fuch nations 
had formed a league, had their amphyttiones or 
ftates-general. and, by the firmnefs of their union 
and the fbiliry of their councils, had obtained an 
:l.fcendant from the mouth of the St. Laurence to 
that of the Mimmppi·. They appeared to under
flaml the objects of the confederacy, as we]} as 
thofe of the feparate nation, they ftudied a ba. 
lance of power; the ftatdinan of one country 
watched the deligns and proceedings of another • 
. tnd occalionally threw the weight of his tribe 
into a different fcak. They had their alliance. 
and their trearie!>, which, like the nations of 
Europe, they maintained, or they broke, .upon 
reafons of ftate; and remained at peace from a 
fenfe of neceffity or expediency, and went to war 
upon any emergence of provocation or jealoufy. 

THUS, without any retded fornl .;)f government, 
or any bond of union, but what refembled more 
rhe fuggeftiun of inftintr, than the invention of 
reafon, they conduCted themfe1ves wiili the con
cert and the force of nations. Foreigners, without 
being able to difcover Who is the magiftrate, 'Or 

• Lllfitau, CharlevDix, Colden, Sec. 
10 
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jn what manner the fenate is compofed, al,!ays 
find a council with whom they may treat. or a 
band of warriors wiili whom they may fight. 
Witlipuc police or compulfory laws, their domef
tic foeicty is conduCted with order, and the ab
fence. of vicious difpofitions, is a better fecurity 
than any public dlablifhment for the fupprefiion 
of.crimes. 

DISORDERS, however, fometimes oC9r, efpe
ciaUy in times of debauch, when the immoderate 
ufe of intoxicating hquars; to which they are ex
tremely addicted, fufpends the ordmary caution 
of their demeanour, and, inflaming their violent 
paffions, engages them in quarrels and blood-
1hed. When a perfon is flain, his murderer is 
(eldom .called to an immediate account: but he 
has a. 4uarre1 to fuft:ain with the family and the 
friends i or, if a fhanger, with the countrymen 
of the deceafed; fometimes even with his own 
nation at home, if the injury committed be of a 
kind to alarm the fociety. The nanon, the can
ton" or the family endeavour, by pre[ents, to 
atone for the offence of any of theIr members. 
and~ by pacifymg the parties aggrieved, endea
vour to prevent what alarms the community mor~ 
tPall tbe 4Y:ft diforde .. , the fub(equent eifells of 
revenge an! animouty-. The 1hedding of blood, 
~eveliJ if the guilty penon remain where he 
.. c:ommitte4 the cril1\e, fe1dom ~kapea UDPU-

• Wtau. 
nithed: 



ni!hed: The friend or the deceafed knows how to 
dlfguife, though not to fupprefs, his refentmcnt. 
and even after many years have elapfed, is fure too 

repay the Injury that was done to his kmdred or 
his houft:. 

THESE confideratlOns render them cautious and 
circumfpect, put them on their guard againft their 
pamons) and give to their Ordl'1dr" deportment 
an air of phlegm and compofure fllperior to what 
is poifeffed among polialed nations. They arc) 
In the mean time, attetl:ionate in [helf carriage, 
and in their converfaclons, pay a mutu,d attenttOll 
and regard, fays Charlevoix, more, tender and 
more engaging, than what we profefs in tne ce
remonial of poliIhed focieties. 

THIS writer has obferved, 'that the nations 
among whom he travelled in North Amer-ica, 
never mentioned ads of generofity or kindnef. 
under the notion of duty. They acted from af
feenon, as they acted from appetite, withQUt rc:
gard (0 its confequences. When they had done 
a kindnefs, they had gratified a ddirc:, the bun
nefs was finithed, and it palfed from tile: memory. 
When they receind a favour, it mtght, or ic 
might DOt, prove the occafion of frieodibip: If 
it did not, the panics appeared to hav~ no appre~
hea60ua of gratitude, as a duty by whkh the Qna 
was ~und ao make a return, or the other C.l1ri

tJed to reproach ~ pcrfoo whQ had failed in his 
L part. 
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part. The fpirit with which they give or Teceive 
prefents, is the fame which Tacitus obferved 
among the ancient Germans: They delight in 
them, but do not confider them as matter of ob
rigation •• Such gifts are of little confequence, 
except when employed as [he feal of a bargam or 
treaty. 

IT was tlldir favourite maXim, That no man is 
naturally mdebted to another; that he is nor, 
therefore, obliged to bear with any impofition, or 
tJnequal treattnt"ntt. Thus, in a prInciple appa
rently fullen and mhofpitable, they have difcover
ed the foundauon of ju!hce, and obferve Its rules, 
wIth a fieadinefs and candour which no cultivation 
has been found to improve. The freedom which 
they g!ve In what relates to tho fuppofed duties of 
kindnefs and friendfhip, ferves only to engage the 
heart more entirely, where it is once poffeffed 
With affechon. We love to £hufe our object with
out any reLtraint, and we confider kindncfs icfelf 
as a tafk, when the duties of friendfuip are exaCt
ed by rule. V\,T e t~refore, by our demand (Of 

attentions, rather corrupt than improve the fyftem 
of morality i and by our exaCtions of gratitude, 
and our frequent propofals to enforce" its obfer ... 
\<anc~ we only fhew that we have miftaken its 
nature; we only give fymptoms of that growing 
fenfibility to intereft, from which we mc:afure the 

" , 

• Muneribus gaudent. {cd nee data impuwlt, nec: acceptit 
obligat\t~ t 'Clr.rtlevoix. 
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expediency of friendfhip and generolity itfdr". and 
by which we would itmoduce ehe fpu it of traffic 
into the commerce of affeaion. In confequence 
of this proceedingt we are of len obliged ro de
chne l favour, wIth the fame fplrie that we throw 
off a fervile engagement, or reject a bribe. To 
the unrefined lavage every favour is welcome, 
and every prefent received without referve ur re
fiealon. 

THE love of equality~ and the love of jutl:ice, 
were originally the fame: And although, by the 
conftitution of dIfferent focletJes, unequal privi. 
leges are beftowed on their members; and al
though juftice iefelf reqUire! a proper regard to be 
paid to fuch prIvileges I yet he who has forgotten 
that men were Originally equal, ea£ily degenerates 
into a Oave§ or, In the capacity of a marter, is not 
to be trulled with the rights of his fellow. creatures. 
This happy principle gives to the mmd Its fenfe 
of independence, renders It indifferent to the fa
vours wluch arc In the power of other men, checks 
it in the commIlIion of injuries, and leaves the 
heart open to the a~ettions of generofity and kind. 
nefs. It gives to the untutored American that 
fentiment of candour, and of regard to the wel
fare of others, which, in fome degree, foftens the 
arrogant pnde of hIS carriage, and in times of 
confidence and peace, without tbe affifiance of 
government or law, renders the approach and 
commerce of ftrangers fecure. 

L'l AMONG 
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AMONG this people, the foundations of honout 

are eminent abilities, and great fortitude; not the 
difiinCtions of equIpage and fortune: The talents 
in efteem are fuch as their fituation leads them to 
employ, the exaCt knowledge of a country, and 
ftratagem in war. On thefe qualifications, a cap
tain among the Caribbees underwent an exami
nation. When a new leader was to be chofen, a 
fcout was feat forth to traverfe the forclb which 
led to the enemy's country, and upon his return, 
the candidate was defired to find the track in which 
he had travelled. A brook, or a fountain,. was 
Ramed to him on the frontier, and he was defired 
to find the neareft path to a particular itation, and 
to plant a ftake in the place *. They can,. ac
cordingly, trace a wild beaft, CYr the human foor, 
Clver many leagues of a pathlefs foreft, and find 
their way acrofs a woody and uninhabIted cOllti
Plene, by means of refined obfcrvatiollS, which 
efcape the traveller who has been accufto.med 
to different aids. They freer in {lender canoes, 
acrofs ftormy feas, with a dextenty equal to that 
of the moO: experienced pilott. They carry ~ 
penetrating eye-ior the tho\lghts and mtentions of 
mofe with whom they have to deal) and whet\. 
they mean to deceive, they cove.r themfe1v~s with 
arts which the moil: fubtile can feldom elude. 
They harangue in their public counc.lls with a 
nervous aftd a ~urative eloctttion. and conda& 
ehemfelvcs ill the management of their treaties 

• LaicaL t Charlevei.x. 
wltb 



SeCt. ,. Ihl Ejla};/ijhlllffll (If Pr'Rtr/y. 

with a perfet\: difcernment of their national in .. 
terefts. 

THUS being able mailers in the detail of their 
own alrairs, and well qualified to acqUIt themfd~·cs 
on particular occafions •. they 11:urly no fcience, and 
go in purfuit of no general principles. They even 
[eem incapable of attending to any diftant confe
quences, beyond thofe they have experienced in 
hunting or war. They intru11: the provifion of 
every f.:alon to itfelf; confume the fruits of the 
earth 10 fummer j and, in winter, are dr.iven ill 
quell:: of their prey, through woods, and over de
ferts covered with fnow. They do not form in 
one hour thofe maxims which may prevent the 
errors of the next j and they fail in rhofe appre
henfions, which, in the intervals of paffion, pro. 
duel' ingenuous 1hame, compaffiotl, remorn:, ot 
a command of appetite. They are feldom made 
to repent of any violence,; nor is a perron, in
deed, thought accountable in his faber mood, for 
what he did in the hear of a palnon, or in a time 
of debauch. 

THEIR fuperftitions are groveling and mean: 
And did this happen among rude nations aJone, 
we could not fufficientlyadmire the effects f)f po
litenefs j but it is a (ubject on which few nations 
are inti tIed to cenfure their neighbQurs. When 
we have confidered the fuper11:itions of one peopIe~ 
we find little variety in thafe of at,other. They 
atc but , repetition of fimilar weakneifes and ab:' 

L J furdities, 
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furdlties, derivel-i from a common fo.urce, a peroT 
plexed apprf'henfion of invifible agents, that ar~ 
fuppofed to gUide all precarious events to which 
human forefight cannot extend. 

In what depends on the known or the regular 
courfe of nature, the mind trufts to irfelfj bur In 

ftrange and uncommon fituati()ns, it is the dupe 
of irs own perplexity, and, inftead of relying on 
irs prudence or courage, has recourfe to dIvina
tion, and a variety of obferv.loces, that, for being 
lrr~tional are always the more revered. Superfti
£1on being founded in doubts and anxIety, IS fof
ured by Ignorance and myftery. Its maXims, in 
the mean time, are not alw.lrs confounded wirh 
thole of coml11on ltfe j nor does as weah.nef~ or 
folly always prevent the watchfulnefs, penetra
tion,. ~d courage, men ale accuftomed to em
ploy ill the management of common affairs. A 
Roman canfulling futurIty by the peckll1g of 
bird$, or a king of Sparta mfpeCting the entrails 
of a be~ft, Mlthndates confulring his women on 
the interpretatton ~f his dreams, are examples 
fufficicnt to prove, that a dlliddh imbecility on 
this fubject: is confiftent wlth the greateft military 
and pohtical conduct. 

CONFIDEN,CE in the etree\: of channs is not pe. 
fuliar to. any age or nation. Few., even of the 
accornplifhed Greeks and Romans, were able to 

{hake off this weaknefs. In their cafe, it was not 
-telnoved by the hlgheft meafures of civilIzation. 

- It 



Jt has yielded bnly to "the hght of true religion, or 
to the ftudy of nature; by which we are led to 
[ubft1£ute a wife Providence operating by phylical 
,c:lufes, In the place of phantoms that terrify or 
-amufe the ignorant. 

The principal point of honoul" among the rude 
nations of Ameri&, as Indeed in every infb.ncc 
where nUllkind are not greatly corrupted, is forti~ 
tude. Yet their way of mamtaining this point of 
~lonour, is very different from that of the nations 

of Europe. Their ordinary method of making 
war is byambukade; afid they (hive, byover
reaching an ell'elny, to commit the greateft Gaugh
ter, or to make the greateft number of prifoner~, 
with the Ie aft haz,m\ to themfelves. They deem 
it a folly to expofe their own perfons In affaulting 
a,. enemy, and do not rt:joice in victories which 
nrc ftained with the blood of thelf own people. 
They do not value themfelves, as in Europe, 011 

defying their enemy \lpon equal terms. They 
even boall, that they approach hke fox-es, or that 
they fiy ltke birds, not leIs· than they devour like 
lions. In Europe, to fall in battle is accounted 
an honollr, among the natives of Amenca, it is 
reckol'l(:d <hfgraceful*. They referve their for
titude for the trials they abide when atUcked by 

furprize, or when fallen into their enemies hands; 
and wh~n they are obliged to maintain their own 
iwnour, and that of· their own nation, ill the 

• Charlevoix. 

midfr 
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midlt of tOl'm~nts that ret1uire efforts of pati~ 
~nce more tha.n of valour. 

ON thefe occafions, they are far from allowing 
it to be fuppofed that they with to decline the ton
BItt. It is held infamous to avoid it, even by a 
volunta.ry death,; and the greateft affront which 
can be offered to a prifoner~ • to refufe him the 
honours of a man, in the manner of his e~ecution; 
tc With-hold," fays an old man, in the midft of 
his torture, "the ftabs of your knife; rather 
" let me ciil" by fire, that thofe dogs, your alhes .. 
II from beyond the feas, may learn to {uffer like 
" men ·0" WIth terms of defiance, the victim, 
in thofe folemn tnals, commonly excites the ani
moliey of hIs tormentors, as well ai hIS own; 
and whllft we {uffer for human nature, under the 
effeCt Qf1ts errors .. we llluft admire ItS force. 

THE people with whom this pra8:ice prevailed, 
were commonly defirous of repairing their own 
loffes; by adopting prifoners of war into theIr fami
lies; and even, in the laft moment; the hand whlch 
was railed to torment, frequently gave the fign 
of adoption, by which the prifOQer became thfi 
~hild or the brother of his enemYl "Del came to 
fhare in all the privileges of a citizen. In theW
treatment of tMfe who fuffi=red, they did not ap
pear to be guided by principles of hatl'ed or re
VQlge; they 1)bfeJ'ved me point ~ honoUl ill a~ 

~ Cold~. 



Sea ~. 

plying as well as in bearing their tOrments; and~ 
by a ftrange kind of affeaion and tendernc;fs. 
were direCted [0 be moil cruel where they in
tended the "higheft refpetb the coward was put 
to immediate death by the hands of women: the 
vahant was fuppofed to be intitled to all the 
trials of forttrude that men could Invent or em
ploy: "Ie g:lVe me joy," f.1yS a,l old man to his 
captive, '( that fo gallant a youth was allotted 
4 ( to my fhare: I propofed to h:we 1'1 aced you on 
(C the couch of my nephew, who was Oain by 
" your countrymen j to have transferl ed all my 
" tendernefs to you j and ro have folaced my 
" age in your company: But, maimed and mu
H tilatcd as YOLl now appear, dee.th IS better than 
C( lIfe: Prepare YQurfeJf therefore to die like a 

" man·." 

IT is perhaps wIth a view to thefe exhibItions, 
or rather in admIratIOn of fortitude, the pri~ciple 
from which they proceed, tha.t the American!! are 
(0 attentive, in therr earhell: years, to harden their 
nervest. The chlldren arc: taught to vIe "Ith 
each other in bearing the fharpell: torments,; the 
youth are admitted into the dafs of manhood, after 
viole", pr()ofs of their patience; and leaders are put 
to the teft by famine, burning, and fuifocation t. 

• Ch.arlevoix. 

t lb. Thlt- writer fays, that he has feen a boy and a girl. 
banag bOlltld their naked arms together, place a hlzming coal 
between them, to ;ry who could endure It lougeft. 

t Laicau. 
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IT might Ale apprehended, that among rude 
nations, where t~ means of fubri1tence are pro .. 
cured with fo much difficulty, the mind could 
never ralfe itfelf above the confideration of this 
fubjeCt; and that man would, in this condition, 
give examples of [he meaneft and moil: merce
nary fplrit. The rc...erfe, however, is trlle. DI
re.ct.ed in this particular by the delires of nature, 
men, in their fimpleft frate, attend to the ob
jects of appetite no further than appetite reqUIres; 
and their defires of fortune extend no further than 
thL rne.ll which gt"al1fies their hunger: they ap
pt'chend no fupenority of rank in the poffeffion 
of wealth, fueh as might mfplre any habitual 
pru}ciple of Co\"ctoufnefs, vanity, or ambltiont 
they qn apply to no tark that enga~es no imme
diate paffion) and take pleafure In no occupauoPl 
that affords no dangers to be braved, and no ho
,&lOUI s to be won. 

IT was not among the ancient Roman .. atone 
t:'at commercial arts, or a fordid mInd, were 
!-leW in contem~t. A hke fpirit prevails in every 
rude and mdependent iooety. "I am a war
&< rior, and not a- merchant," faid an American 
to the governor of Canada, who propofed to give 
him BO()ch in exchange for fame prifoRers h-e had 
tak~n, "your c10aths and utenfils do not tempt 
u me j but my prifoners are now in your poW'cr~ 
~c and you may feize them: If you do, I muft gQ 
~c forth and take more frifQoen, or perifh in the 

(f attempt. 
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H attempt; and If that chance fu,uld befal mr'2 

Cf I lhall die like a man; but remember, ,that 
(C our n:uion will charge you as the caufe of my 
f' death *." With thefe apprehenGons, they have 
an elevation, and a ftate1inefs of carriage, which 
the pride of noblllry, where it IS moft revered by 
pahihed natIons, feldom Qeftows. 

THEY are attentive to their perfons, and em
ploy much tune, as well as endure great pain, 
In the methods they take to adorn their bodies, 
to gIve the permanent ftains with which they are 
coloured, or preferve the paJnt, whIch they are 
perpetually repairing, in order to appear witl\ 
advantage. 

THEIR averGon to every fort of employment 
which they hold to be mean, makes tbern pars 
great part of their tIme in Idlenefs or fleep; and 
a man who, In purfUlt ,of a wdd be aft, or to fur. 
priCe hl~ enemy, will traverfe a hundred leagues 
on fnow, Will nor, to procure hiS food, fubmit ... 
to any fpecles of ordmary labour. "Strange,.' 
fays T J.C1tus, cc that the fame perfon ~ould be 
" fo much averfe to repofe, and fo, much ad. 
H dieted to fioth t.'· 

GAMES of hazard are not tbe in'Vention of po
liihed agel'; men of curiartey have looked for their 

• Charlevoix. 
t Mira diverJitas natur~, Ilt idem homiaes fie ament inel

~am & oderint qllietem. 
origin, 
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origin, in vaia, among the monuments of an ob. 
fcute antiquity; and it is probable that they belong
ed ttl times tOO remote and too rude even for the 
conjectures of antiquarians to reach. The very fa
vage brings his furs, his utenfils. and his beads~ 
to the hazard-table: He finds here the pamons and 
agitations which the applications of a tedious in
duftry could not excite: And while the throw is 
depending, he tears his hair, and beats his breaft, 
,.ith a rage which the more accomp1iLhed gamefter 
has fometimes learned to reprefs: He often quits 
the party naked and frripped of all his poffeffions; 
or where fiavery is 10 ufC', ftakeli his freedom to 
have one chance more to recover his former 10fs·. 

WITH all thefe infirmities, vices, or refpectable 
qualities, belonging to the human fpecies in its 
TuCiell:.ft'\1te; the love of fociety, fnend{hip, and 
public affeCtion, penetration, eloquence, and cou
rage) appear to have been its original properties, 
tim the fubfequent effeCts of device or invention. 
lfmagkiild are qualified to improve their manners, 
t,.ke materials to be improved were furni{h.ed by na
ture.'; and the effect of this improvement is not tQ 
infpirt the ftntiments of tendernefs and generofity, 
nor to beftow the principal confticuents of a re
fpeC\:abte charaCter, but to obviate the cafual abufe, 
of paffion ; and to prevent a mind, which feels the 
ben difpofitions in th~r greateft: force, ftom bting 
~t times likewife the fpon of brutal appetite, and 
~r ullgovemabl~ ~oknce. • 

• Ta.titus, Lafitau, Char1tvoix. 
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WUE Lycurgus employed anew to find a plan 
of government for the people we: have defcribed, 
he would find them, in many Important particu
lars, prepared by nature herfelf to receive his in ... 
ftitutions. His equality in matters of property' 
being already eftablifhed, he would have no fac
tion to apprehend from the oppofite interefts of 
the poor and the rich; hls fenate, his alfembly of 
the people, is confbtuted; his difcipline is III 

fame meafure adopted, and the place of his helots 
is fupplied by the taf'k allotted to one of the 
fexes. With all thefe advantages, he would tiill 
have had a very important leffon for civil foeiety 
to teach, that by which a few learn to command, 
and the many are taught to obey: He would have 
all his precautions to take agamft the future in~ 
truGon of mercenary arts, the admiration of lux
ury, and the paffion for Intcrefl:: He wo~ld ihll 
perhaps have a more difficult tafk than any of the 
former, in teaching his citizens the command of 
appetite, and an Indifference to pleafure, as well 
as a contempt of pain; in teaching them to main
tain in the field the formality of uniform precau ... 
tions, and as much to avoid being themfelve~ fue .. 
prized, as they endeavour to furprize their enemy-

fo.a. want of thefe advantages7 rude nation, io 
general, dwugla. they arc patut of han:Uhip ~ 
fatigue, tbougll they are addi8:ed to war, IIld 11P~ 
qualified by their ftratagem ,,-"d valour to.. tbrow 
tc:rror i,Qto cbe: ~ij1~ Qt; a I,llQfe l'e~~w e.Q'~Y.1 

yet, 
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yet, in the coune of a continual firuggle, al
ways yield to the fuperior arts, and the difcipline 
of more civilized natIOns. Hence the Romans 
were able to over-run the provinces of Gaul, 
Germany, and Britain~ and hence the Europeans 
have a growing afcendency oYer the nations of 
Africa and America. 

ON the credit of a foperiority y,hith tertain na
tions poffefs, they think that they have a claim to 
dominion; and even Crefar appears to have forgot
ten what were the paffions, as well as the right!; 
of mankind, when he complained, that the Bri
tons, after having fent hm1 a fllbmifilve mdfage 
to Gaul, perhaps to prevent IllS invafioll, fhll pre
tended to fight for their hbertits, and to oppo(e 
hia defc~nt on their iOand •• 

THERE is not, perhaps, In the whole defcrip-
-cion of mankind, a circumftance more remarkable 
than that mutual contempt and averfion whIch 
nations, under a different fiate of commercial 
arts, beftow on each other. Addithd to their 
own purfuits, and coniidering their own condi
tion as the ftandard of human felicity, all nations 
precene}. to the preference, and in their praCtice 
give fufficient proof of fincerity. Even the fa
vage, ftill '~fs than the .citizen, can be made to 
quit that manner of life in which he is trained: 

• Cefar qaeftus, quod quulIl ultro in continentem legatis 
.u. pacem a fe peti4Cllt. bcllwn fiDe callfa intulilfcllt. LII, • ..... 

He 
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He loves that freedom of mind which will not 
be bound to any taik, and whICh owns no fupe~ 
rior': However tempted to mix wIth poilflled na~ 
uons, and to better his fortune, the firfr moment 
of liberty brings him back to the woods again; 
he droops and he pines in the ftrects of the popu. 
10m city; he wanders diCfatlsfied over the open and 
the cultivated field; he jeeks the frontier and tiN: 
forefr, where, with a confhtur:on prepared to 
undergo the hardfuips and the difficulties of the 
fituation, he enjoys a delicious freedom from 
care, and a fedllciI'\g foclety) where no rules of 
behaviour are pre[cnbeJ, but the fimple <.l!Et:ates 
of the heart. 

5 EeT. 
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SEC T. Ill. 

Of Rude Natio,.s U11der th( Imprdfiolls of PrDptrIY 
and 1l1terejf. 

I T was a proverbial imprecation In ure among 
the hUl1twg nations on the confines of Slberia. 

That their enemy might be obliged to live like a 
Tarcar, and have the folly of troubling ltimfdf 
with the charge of rattle *. N atllre, it (eerns, in 
their apprehenfion, by floring the woods and the 
defert with game, rendered the talk of the herdf~ 
man unneceifary, and left to man only the trouble 
of feleCting and of feizmg his prey .. 

TWR • indolence of mankind, or rather tllir 
averfion to any application in whIch they are not 
engaged by immediate inftinet and paffion, re~ 

tards the progref:. of indllftry and of impropriation. 
It has been found, however" even while the means 
of fubfiftence are left in common, and the frock 
of the public is yet undivided, that propetty is 
apprehended in different fubjecrsj that [he fur and 
the bow belong to the individual; that the cotragej 

with its'furniture, are approptiated to the family. 

WH1:M the parent begins to defire a better pro
.ilton for his children than is found under the pro-

• Abulgaze'. GCDclilogica1 Hift:ory of the Tartan. 
S mifcuoul 
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mifcuous management of many copartners, when 
he has applied his labour and his ikill apart, he 
aims at an exclufivf po~emon. and feeks the pro. 
perty of the foil, as well as the ufe of its fruits. 

WHEN the individual no longer finds among his 
afTociates the fame inclin:uion to commit every 
fubjeCl: to public 'ufe, he is fd-zed with concern 
for his perfonal fortune; and is ala.ed by the 
cares which every perfon entertains for himfelf. 
He is urged as much by emulation aJ\d jealoufy, 
as by the fenCe of necefficy. He fuffers confider
ations of intereft to relt on his mindJ and when 
every prefent appetite is fufficiently gratified~ he 
can act: with a view to futurity, or rather finds an 
object of vanity in having amaifed what is be
come a fubjeCt: of competition, and a malter of .. 
unrverfaJ efteem. Upon this motive, where vio-
lence is refirained, he can apply his hand to lu
crative arts, confine himfdf [0 a teulous ta1k, 
and wait with patience for the diftant returns of 
hiS labour. 

THUS mankind acquire induftry by many and 
by flow ,degrees. They are I'flught to rrgard their 
Illterdl: j they are reftramed (roln ra,JlnC'.I. and 
they are fecured in the poffeffion of what they 
fairly obtain; by thefe methods rbe halJits of the 
labGurer, the mechanic, and the trader, are gr~
dually formed.. A holiltd» c:olleCl:ed from the fi~ 
ple produaion • .r uttne, at a- herd'of cattle, artf 

M In 
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in every rude nation, the firft fpecies of wealth. 
The circumtl-ances of the foil, and the climate, 
determine whether the inhabitant fhall apply him
felf chiefly to agriculture or pafture; whether he 
fhall fix his refidence, or be moving continually 
about with all his poffeffions. 

IN the weft of Europe; in America, from fouth 
to north,#,ith a few exceptions i in the torrid 
zone, and every where within the warmer cli
mates; mankmd have generally applied themfelves 
to fame fpeClt:s of agriculture, and have been dif
pofed to fenlement. In the north and middle re
gion of Mia, they depended entirely on their 
herds, and were perpetually fhifting their ground 
in fearch of new pafture. The arts which pertain 
to fettJement have been practiCed, and vanoufiy 
cultivated, by th~ inhabitants of Europe. Thafe 
which are conGftent with perpetual migration, 
havel from the earliea accounts of hiftary, re
mained nearly the f.1me with the Scythian or Tar
tar. The tent pitched on a moveable carriage, the 
horre applied to every purpoft: of labour, and of 
war, of the dairy, and of the butcher's fraU, from 
the earliea to the lattft: accounts, have made up 
the dches and equipage of this wandering people. 

BUT tn whatever way rude nations fubfift, there 
are certain points in which, under the firft imprcf
lions of property, rhey nearly agree. Homer 
either lived with a people in this ftage of their 

pro8JCfs, 
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progrefs, or found himfcslf engaged to exhibit 
their charaCter. Tacitus had made them the fub. 
jea of a particular treatife j and if this be an af
pect under which mankind deferve to be viewed, 
it muil: be confeffed, that we: have fingular advan
tages in collecting their features. The portrait 
has already been drawn by the ablell: hands, and 

gives, at one view, in the writings of thefe cele
brated authors, whatever has been fcattercd in the 
relations of llifrorians, or whatever we have op
portunities to obferve in the attual 'manners of 
men, who fbll reml1lO in a fimilar il:ate. 

IN paffing from the condition we have defcrib
ed, to this we have at prefent in view, mankind 
jhll r6tain many marks of their earliefl charatter. 
They are frdl averfe to labour, addll:l:ed to war, 
admirers of fortitude, and, JO the langdage of 
Tacitus, more lavi!b of their blood than of their 
[weat·. They are fond of fantaftic ornaments in 
their drefs, anJ endeavour to fill up the Itfller~ in
tervals of a life addicted to violence, with hazard
ous fports, aud with games of chance. Every 
fervlle occupation they commit to women or 
ilaves. But we may apprehend, that the indivi
dual having now found a fcparate intereft, the 
bands of focicty mull become lers firm) ami do
meftic dlforders more frequent. Tht members 
of_ every community, being diftinguilhcd among 

• Pigtum qnin immo et inqs videtur, (udore llcquirere quod 
!,offis fangume parve. 

M2 thc:mfelvc:s 



Pa~lI. 

themfel ves bf ~equd poffeffioos, tAe! ground of 
-a permanent and palpable fubordmation is laid. 

THESE p~rti,ulars accordlOgly take place among 
mankind, in palling from the [,wage [0 what may 
be qlled tbe barbarous fiate. Members of th~ 
f",me community enter ipto quarrels of compe
tltlon or revenge. They unite in the foHowing 
leaders, who are dlltinguIihed by their fortunes, 
and by the lufire of their birth. They join [he 
de{ire of fpoil with the love of glory; and from 
an opinion, that what is acquired by force jufl ly 
pertains eo the viCtor, they become hunters of 
men, and bring every conteft to the declfion of 
the fword. 

EVER.Y nation is a band of robbers, who prey 
withoqt rearame, or remorfe, on their neighbours. 
Canie, fays Achilles, may be feized in every 
field t .l'and the coafts of [he lEgean rea were ac
corrlingly pillaged by the heroes of Homer, for 
no ()(herfeafon than becaufe thofe heroes chofe to 
poffefs themfelves of the bra.fs and iron, the cat~ 
de, the Oaves, and the women, which were found 
among th.e nations a.round them. 

A TARTAR mounted on his horfe, is an ani
mal at prey, who only inquires where cattle are 
to be found, 1tnd how far he muft go to paLTefs 
them. The monk, who had fallen under the dif~ 
plcafu,c of Mangu C~ made his peace, by 
promiCing, that the Pope, and the Chriftian 

I princes, 
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ptinc~s., 1hould make at furren~r of all· their 
herds -. 

A SIMILAR fpirit reigned, without exception, 
in all the barbarous nations of Europe, Alia, and 
Africa. The antiquities of Greece and haly, and 
the fables of every ancient poet, contain exam
ples of its force. It was this fpirit that brought 
our ancefEors firft Into the provinces of the Ro
man empire j and chac afterward, more perh.lp$ 
than their reverence for the crofs, led ,them to the 
Eaft, to fuare with the Tartars in the (poils of the 
Sltacen empire. 

FltOM the defcflptlons contained in the laft fec
tian, we may incline to believe, that mankind, in 
their fimpleft fiate, are on the eve of ereCting re
publics. Their love of equality~ their ba.blt of 
affel11bling in public counclls, and their zeal for 
the tribe tt) which they belong, are qUllli1eations 
that fit them to ad undt"r that fpC'cie~ of govern
ment; and they feem to have- but a few fieps to 
make, in order to reach its ~ftabli!hment. They 
have only to define tire numbers of which their 
councils tfrdl confift, and (0 feetle the forms of 
their meeting: They ha!e only to beftow a pcr
marre(lt authority for repreffing dlforders,· and to 
enatt a. few rules in favour of that juftice theY 
have already acknewledged~ and from iAclination 
fo ftriaty obferye. 

Rubruquis. 

M3 
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BUT thefe fteps are far from being fa -eafily 
made, as they appear on a flight or a tranfient 
view. The refolution of chufing, from among 
tkeir equals, the magiftrate to whom they give 
from thenceforward a right to contreul their own 
aaions, is far from the thoughts of fimple men; 
and no perfuafion, perhaps, could make them 
adopt this meafure, or give them any fenfe of 
its ufe. 

EVEN after nations have chofen a military lead
er they do not intruft him with any fpecies of ci
vil authority. The captain, among the Car ... 
bees did not pretend to decide in domeftic dif
putes j the terms juriJdiflion and government were 
unknown in their tongue·. 

BEFORE this important change was admitted, 
• men, 'muil: be accuftomed to the diftincrion of 

ranks ~nd before they are fenfible that fubordi
nation IS requifite, they mull: have arrived at un
~qual conditions by chance. In defiring pro
perty, they only mean to {ecure their fubfiftencc; 
bllt the brave who lead in war, have likewife the 
largeft ilIa! e in its fpoils. The eminent are fond 
of devifing hereditary honours; and the multitude, 
who aqn)ire the parent, are ready to extend Welr 
elleem to his offspring. 

POSSUSIONS defcend, and the luftre of family 
grows brighter with age. Hercules, who perhaps 

• Hi1lory of the Caribbccs. 
was 



was an eminent warrior, became a god with pofte
my, and his race was fet apart for royalty and fo
vereign power. When the diftintl:ions of fortune 
and thofe of birth are cGnjoined, the chieftain en
joys a pre..eminence, as well at the feaft as in the 
field. His followers [.ike their place in fubordi
nate ftations i and inltead of confidering them
felves as parts of a 'mmunity, they rank as the 
followers of a chief, and take their defignatlon 
from the name of their leader. They find a new 
objeCt: of public affeCtion, in defendir:g his per
fan, and in fupporting his nation j they lend of 
meir [ubltance to form his ellate; cItey are guided 
by his fmiles and his frowns; and court, as the 
higheft diftinCl:ion, a fhare In the feaft which their 
own contributions have furnlfhed. 

As the former ftate of mankind (eemed.tQ point. 
at democracy, thIs [eerns to exhibic the rudiments 
of mpnarchical government. But it iSliiyet rar 
iliort of that eftabldhment which is known in 
after-ages by the name of mOflarcby. The dif
tinaion between the leader and the follower, the 
prince and the fubject, is frill but imperfetUy 
marked: Their purfults and occupations are not 
dIfferent j their minds are nor unequally culti
vated; they feed from the fame dilh; they fieep 
together on the ground I the children of the King, 
as well as thofe of the fubjeCt, are employed in 
tendipg the flock; and the kee~r of the fwine 
~as a prime counfeHor at the coure of Ulytrn 

~ + Till 
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TN! chicftai.~ f1.1f&iently diftingQi.ihcd from his 
tribe, ~o .eWte their .~lllir.ationJ and t;Q .fll\tter 
their vanity by a fuppofed affinity to his noble de
fcen~, is the objeCt of t!leir veneration, not of 
'heir envy t He is confidered as the comm~n 
bond ,Q.f conneetion, not as their common mailer; 
is for~moft in danger, and has a princIpal !hare 
in their troubles: HIs glory' placed in the .num
ber of his attendants, in his fuperior magnani
mity and valour J that of his followers, in being 
ready to filed their blood in his fervice -. 

THE frequent prad:lcc of war tends to firength
en the bands of Coctety, and the prattice of depre
dation itfelf engages men in trials of mutual at
tachment and courage. What threatened to rum 
and overfet every good difpofition in the human 
brcaft,. wllat feemed to banifh juftice from the fo
eieties of men, tends to unite the fpecIC~s in clans 
and fraternities; formidable, indeed, and ho£hle 
to one another, but, in the domeftic fociety of 
each, faithful, dtfinterefted, and generous. Fre
quent dangers, and the experience of fidelIty and 
valour, awaken the love of thofe virtues, render 
them a fubjed: of admiration. and endear their 
poJfeB"ors. 

ACTUATED by great pallions, the love of glory, 
a.nd the defire of vi~ory; rouCed by the menaces 
of a,n enemy, or dung with revenge; in fufpenfe 

• Tacitus de .WIlI Germanorum. 
between 



Sea.~. lm~" PrtjWti""tlltdmjf. t6J 
between the pr8fpe8::s of ruin or conqueft, tho 
barbarian {pends every moment of relaxation in 
floth. He cannot defcend to the purfuits of in
duf1:ry or mechanical laltlour: The beafi: of prey 
is a fluggard; the hunter and the warrior fleeps, 
while women or naves are made to toil for his 
bread. But !hew him a quarry at: a diftance, he 
is bold, impetuous, artful, and rapaciolls: N () 
bar can withftand his violence, and no fatlgue can 
allay hi~ atlivity. 

EVEN under this defeription, mankind are ge .. 
nerous and hofpitable to {hangers, as well as 
kiRd, affeCbonate, and gentle, ill their domdllc 
[oeitty •. Friendfhip and enmity are to them 
terms of the greateft importance: They min~lc: 
not their functions together; they have fi.ngled 
out their enemy, and they have chofch' their 
fnend. Even in depredation, the prinelpal ob
ject IS glory; and fpoll IS .conuderpd as the badge 
of vl!~l:ory. Nations and tribes are their prey: 
The fohtary traveller, by whom they can a .. qulre 
only the reputation of genero{iey, IS fuffered to 
pafs unhl,Jrt, or is ttre'ated with fpleodid munl,.. 
licence. 

THOVGH diftinguifhed into final1 canton~ under 
their fenral chieftains, aDd for the moft part fe
parated by jealoufy and ~Bim06ty j. yet when 
preffed by wars anq formidable enemies, they 

• Jean dll Plan Carpen. lJphruquu, C~r.lr. Tacit. 
fumctil)Jes 
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fometimes unite in greater bodies. Like the 
Greeks ia their expC%dition to Troy, they follow 
fome remarkable leader, and compore a kingdom 
of many feparate tribes. ~ But fuch coalitions are 
merely occafional i and even during their conti
nuance, more refemble a republic than monarchy. 
The inferior chieftains referve their importance, 
and 'intrude, with an air of equality, into the 
councils of their leader, as the people of their 
feveral clans commonly intrude upon them·. 
Upon what motive indeed could we fuppofe, that 
men who live together in the greatell: familiarity, 
and amongft whom the diftinctions of rank are fo 
obfcurely marked) would refign their per(ona} fen
timents and inclinations, or pay an implicit fub
mimon to a leader who can neither overawe nor 
corrupt ~ 

MILITARY force mutl: be employed to extort, 
01' the hire of the venal to buy, that engagement 
which the Tartar comes under to his prince, when 
he promifcs, (( That he will go where he flull be 
u commanded; that he wilt come when he fhall 
Ie be called J that he will kill whoever is pointed 
" out to him; and, for the future, that he will 
u confider the voice of the King as a fword t." 

THESE are the terms to which even the frub
born hean of the barbarian has been reduced~ in 

• Kolbe: Defcription of the Cape of Good Hope. 
t SUllon de St. <l.!!in'~ 

~onfcquence 
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confequence of a defpotifm he himfelf had dl:a
blifhed; and men have, in that low O:~ of the 
commercial arts, in Europe, as well as in Afia, 
tafted of political Oavery. When intereft prevails 
in every breaft, the fovereign and his party can
not efcape the infeCtion: He employs the force 
with which he is intrufted, to turn his people in
to a property. and to command their po1feffions 
for his profit or his pleafure. If riches are by any 
people made the ftandard of good or of evil, lee 
them beware of the powers they intruft to their 
prince. cc With the Suiones," fays Tacitus. 
cc riches are in high efteem; and this people are 
C( accordingly difarmed, and reduced to flavery·.'a 

IT is in this woful condition that mankind. 
being flavifh, interefted, infidious, deceit{ul, and 
bloody, bear marks, If not of the leah cu
rable, furely of the moO: lamentable fort of cor
ruption t. Among them, war is the mere prac
tice of rapine, to enrich the individual j cam
merce IS turned Into a fyftem of fnares and impo
fitions; and government by turns oppreffive or 
weak. 

IT were happy for the human rac~, when guid
ed by intereft, and not governed by la~s, that 
being fplit into nations of a moderate extent, they 
found in every canton fome natural bar to its 
farther enlargement, and met with occupation 

• De moribus Gennanorum. t Chardin'~ Travels. 
enough 
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enough in maintaining tbrir'indepeockbce, with .. 
out, bel. ahle to extend their dominicm. 

THERE is not difparity of rank, among men in 
rude ages, fuffiC1e1lt to give their communities 
the form of legal monarchy.t and in a territory of 
confiderable extent~ when united under one head, 
the warlike and turbulent fpirit of its inhabitants 
feerns to require the bridle of defpotifm and mi
litary force. Where any degree of freedom re
mains, the powers cf the prince are, as they were 
In moft of the rude monarchies of Europe, ex
tremely precarious, and depend chiefly on his 
per[onal character: Where, on the contrary, the 
powers of the prince are above the controul of 
his people, they are likewife above the reftric
tions of)uftice. Rapacity and terror become the 
predominant motives of conduEt, ann form the 
charaB:er of the only parties into wluch mankind 
are divided, that of the oppreffor, and that of 
thypprdfed. 

THIS ca1.lmity thr~atened Europe for ages, un
der the conquefl: and fettlement of its new inha
bitants". Ic..has actually taken pla.ce in Alia, 
where fimilar conquefts have been ,made; and 
even without the ordinary opiates of effeminacy" 
or a fervile weaknefs, founded on luxury» it has 

• See NQm,'a Hiftory or the Tudora.-Tbere {,.emed to 

be lIotlm\g wapting to e(labhfh a pet'fe& defporifm iD, that 
haufe, but a few regiments of troops IUlder the command of 
tlle Crown. 

furprized 



furprized the4Tartar on his wain, in the rear of 
his herds. Among this people, in the ieart of a 
great continen t, bold and enterprifing warriors 
arore: They fubdued 'by furprize" or fuperior 
abilities~ the contiguous hordes; they gained, in 
their progrefs, acceffions of numbers and of 
firength; and, like a torrent increafing as it de
fcends, became too {hong for any bar that could 
be oppofed to their palfage. The conquering 
tribe, during a fucceffion of ages, furnifhed the 
prince with his guards; and while the}f themfelves 
were allowed to 1hare in its fpolls, were tlte vo
luntary tools of oppreffion. In this manner has 
defpotifin and corruption found their way into 
regions fo much renowned for the wlld freedom 
of nature: A power which was the terror of evuy 
effeminate province is difarmed, and the nurfery 
of nations is ltfdf gone to decay *. ' 

WHERE rude nations efcape this calamity, they 
require the exercife of foreign wars to maintain 
domdtic peace j when no enemy appears flijO'ln 

abroad, they have lelfure for private feuds, and 
employ that courage in their dlifenfions at home, 
which, in time of war, is employed in defence of 
their country. 

(C AMONG the Gauls," fays C~[ar, u tht:'re are 
" fubdivifions, not only in every nwon" and ie 
cc every dift-rice' and village, but almoft in e~ry 
cr houfe, every one muft fly to fome patron for 

! s~ the Hillary of the H WII. 
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cc prote~ion.. In tQir. diftribution of parties, 
not ,9nll the feuds of clans, but the quarrels of 
families; even the differences and competitions of 
individuals, are decided by force. The fove
reign, when unaffifted by fuperftition, endeavours 
in vain to employ his jurifdiCtiori, or to procure a 
fubmiffion to the decifions of law. By a people 
who are aCCjfJftomed to owe their poffeffions to 
violence, and who defpife forrune itfelf without 
the reputation of courage, no umpire is admit
ted but the fword. ScipIO offered his arbitration 
to terminate the competition of two Spaniards in 
a difputed fucceffion: cc That," faid they, cc we 

" have already refufed to our relations: We do 
" not fubmit our difference to the judgement of 
IC men; and even among the gods, we appeal to 

cc Mars alone t ." 

IT is well known that the nations of Europe 
carried this mode of proceedIng to a degree of 
formality unheard-of in other parts of the world: 
The civil and criminal j\ldge could, in moil: cafes, 
do no more than appoint the lIfts, and leave the 
parties to decide their caufe by the combat: they 
appre-hended that the viaor had a verditl: of the 
gods-in his favour: and when they dropped in anT 
inftan€e this extraordina.ry form of procefs, they 
fubftituted in its place 10me other more capricious 
appeal to chance; in which they 11kewife thought 
dlat the judgment of the gods was de<;lared. 

• De Bello Ga.Wco, lib. 6. t !.ivy. 



THE fierce nations of Europe were even fond 
of the combat as an exercife and a fport. In the 
abfence of real quarrels, companions challenged 
each other to a trial of {kill, in which one of them 
frequently periilied. When Scipio celebrated the 
funeral of his father and his uncle, the Spaniards 
came in pairs to fight, and, by a public exhlbi
[ion of their duels, [0 increafe the .emniey·. 

I~ this wild and lawlefs frate, where the effects 
of true religion would have been f01defirable, and 
To falutary, fuperftition frequently difputes the af
cendant even with the admiration of valour j and 
:10 order of men, like the Druids among the an
cient Gauls and Britons t, or fome pretender to 
divination, as at the Cape of Good Hope» finds, 
in the credit which is paid to IllS forcery, a way 
to the poffefilon of power: HIS magic wan" comes 
in competition with the fword itfelf j and, in the 
manher of the Druids, gives the firft rudiments 
of civil government to fome, or, like the fup
pofed defcendent of the Sun among the Natchez, 
and the Lam:!. among the Tartars, to others, an 
early tafre of defpotifm and abfolute flavery. 

WI are generally at a 10fs to conceive how 
mankind can fubfift under cuftoms and manners 
extremely different from our own j and we are 
apt to exaggerate the mifery of barbarous times, 
by an, imagination of what we ourfd yes 1hould 

• Livy, t.ib. J. t C~ar. 
fuffer 
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futrer in a 6tuarion to .. bieh we are IIlQt .aetuf
tomed. But every age hath irs contOlations) as 
well as its fl,llfc:rings·. In the interval of occa
lional outrages, the friendly intercourfe of men. 
even in their rvdeft condition, is affectionate and 
happyt. In rude ages, the penons and proper
ties of individuals are fecure i becaufe each has a 
friend, as 41 as an enemy; and if the one i& 
difpofed to moleft, the other is ready to protea: ; 
and the very admiration of valour, which in fome 
inflances tends to fanCtify violence, infpires like
wife: certain maxims of generofity and honour, 
tha.t tend to prevent the commiRion of wrongs. 

• Prifcus, when employed on an embalTy to Attila, was ac
eoited in Greek, by a perf on who wore the dref~ of a 5cy
thi n. Having exprc/fed faTprize, and being defirou5 to krrow 
the caufe of hu ilay in fo wild a company, was told, that thi. 
Greek.had been ,a captIVe, and for fome time a nave. till _ 
obtained his liberty in reward of fome remarkable aCHon. «I 
.. live more happily here," fays he, " than ever I dId under 
.. the Roman government: For they who live with tht' Scy
co thians. If they can endure the fatlgaes of war, have no
li thing elfe to maleft: them; they enjoy their polfeilioDs an
eI diftur~d: Whereas yqu are continually a prey to foreIgn 
.. enemies, or to bad government j YOIl are forbid to carrl 
If afms in your own defence; you fuffer from the remifrnds 
.. and ill condud of thofe who are appointed to proted you; 
If the evils of peace are ewell Wflr{e tluUl thofe of war; DO 

.. puuirnmcllt is ever Infliaed on the powerful Of t'e riel.; IlO 

.. mercy is thOWI) to the poor; alt1aough YOID" inlUtution • 

.. were wifely devlfcd, yet, in the management of corrppllCd 
o. !tIen, their dtt'ch are perllicious and crue1." Jk~trpla '" 
ht,IIliDRI [,rll. 

t D' Arvieu'$ HiA:ory of .tAe W'&ld. Arabt. 
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MaN j)ea.r with the defeCh of their policy, as 
they do with hardfhips and inconveniencies in their 
manner of living. The alanns and the fatigues of 
war become a neceJrary recreation to thofe who are 
accuftomed to tbem, and who have the tone of 
their parnoJ'Hl raifed above leiS animating or trying 
occalions. Old men, among the courtiers of 
Attila, wept when they heard of heroic deeds, 
which they themfel yes could no longer perform •• 
And among the Celtic nations, when age ren
dered the warrior unfit for his former toils, it was 
the cuftQmJ in order to abricfge the languors 
of a liftlefs and inacbve life, to fue for death at 
the hands of his fnends t. 

WITH aU this ferocity offpirit, the rude nations 
Qf the Weft were fubdued by the pohcy and more 
regular warfare of the Romans. The point 'of ho'!. 
nour which the barbarians of Europe adopted as 
individuals, expofed them to a peculiar difadvan
tage, by rendering them, even in their national 
wars, averfe to affading their enemy by furprifeJ 

or taking the benefit of ftratagem j and thougt. 
feparately bold and intrepid, yet, like other rude 
nations, they were, when ~embled in great bo
dIes, addicted to fuperftition, and [ubject to p:mic •• 

• D' Arvieux'. Hiilory of the wild Arabs. 

t Ubi traDfcendit llorentes viribus annos, 
~patieQ8 .vi {peroit novifre fene8am. 

6,li~. I, •• ,. uS, 
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THEY were, from a conf-cioufriefs of the~r pe~

ronal courage and force, fangume on 'the eve of 
battle; they were, beyond the bounds of mqde
ration, dated on fuccels, and dejeaed in alh'er
fity; and bring dilpofed to confider ever, event 

as a judgmt'nt of the gods, they were never qua
lified by an umfoTlo appile-atlon of prudence to 
make the molt of theIr forces, to rep lir their 
mIsfortunes, or to Improve theIr advantages. 

RES'GNED to the government of affection and 
p~ffion, tf"u:'Y wtre gel,erous and faIthful where 
they had fixed an attach'TIent j i'T'placable, frow
ard, and crud, where they had connived a ~itnlke : 
adJlch-d to debauchery, and the imf1]ojer,lte ute 

of inrox,catln3 liquors, chq delIberated on the 
affdirs of (b,te In the heat of their riot, and In -he 

fam~' dangerous moment'>, conceived the deligns 
of 11111aary tnterpnfe, or tenntnated their domdhc 

diffenliom by the dagger or the lword. 

IN their wars tht'y preferred death to captivity. 

The V'IC"tOTlOtiS armIes of tHe Romans, In entt'lIl1g 

a town bv affalllt, or in forCIng an incamprr.ef t, 
have: fouod the mocher In the act of deftruying her 

ehlkl~enJ that they 'nlght not be taken; and .he 
dagger of the parent, red with the bluud of hIS 

fa ndy, ready to be pluni;ed at Iaft into IllS own 
brc:aJt *. 

• L1V.lib. xli. J J. Dio Caif. 
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IN all thefe particulars, we perceive that vigour 
of limit, whIch renders diforder itfelf refpectable. 
and which qualifies men, if fortunate in their 
fituation J to lay the bafis of domeihc liberty, aa 
well as to maintain agatnft foreIgn ene4mes their 
natIonal mdependence and freedom. 
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PART THIRD. 

OP THE RUTOR Y OF 

POLICY AND ARTS. 

SEC T ION I. 

Of the /njlllt1'Jus of Climate Qnd Silllatim. 

W HAT we have hitherto obfcrved on the 
condition and manners of nations, though 

chiefly derived from what has paffed in the tempe
rate climates, may, in fome meafure, be applied tIJ 

the rude &ate of mankind in every part of the 
earth: But if we intend to purfue the hiftory of our 
fpedes in its further attainments, we may foon en
ter on fubjefu which will confine our ~bfezWation 
to tm'ro1Vcr limits. The genius of political wif
dom, and of civil arts, appears to have chofen his 
feaUJ in particular uaa:. of tbt earth, and to have 
fde~ecl· JUS favourites jn particular races of 
m'tn. 

N3 



th Of the IwjlltncCJ of Part lIt .. 

MAN, in his animal capacity, is qualified to fub

lift in every climate. lie reigns with the lion and 
the tyger under the equatorial heats of the fun, 0& 

he affoctates with the bear and the ram-deer beyond 
the polar fyftem. His verfatlle dlfpofitton fits him 
to affume the habits of tIther concLition, or hiS 
talent for arts enahles him to fupply its defeCl:s. 
The intermediate climates, however, appear molt 
to favour his nature; and in whatever manner we 
account for the faa, it cannot be doubted, that 
this amm:d ha~ always attamed to the prmcipai 
honours of his fpecres wlthll1 the temperate zone. 
The arts, whIch he ha:. on this fcene repeatedly 
in\Tented, the extent of his rea[on, the fertility of 
his fancy, and the force of 1115 geOills in lIterature, 
commerce, policy, and war, fufficiently declare 
either a dilbnglllllied advJ.nt.lge of fiCU.ltlOn, or.t 

naturkrfupenonty of mind. 

THE moll: remarkable r.lees of men, it is true, 
have been rude before they were pohlhed. They 
have in fome 'cafes rttll(w;A to rudenefs again: 
And it is not from the a.Ctual poiTeffion of art~, 
fctenee, ar pohcy, th4t w~ -are to prQQOUllCe of 
thelf genius. 

THult is a vigour, a reach of capacity 7 and 
a fenfibility of mind, wIndl may dtarad'.erize as 
well the favage as the CitiZen, the Gave as well 
as the matter ~ -and the fame powers ,0{ • mind 
may be tu.tn~d to a variety of piu-pofes. A 

modem; 
4-
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modern Greek, perhaps. is mifchievous, Oavi1hJ 

and cunnIng, from th::: fame animated tempera
ment that made hIS ancdtor ardent, ingenious, and 
bold, In the camp, or in the councIl ofhts nation. 
A modl rn Italtan is difrtngullh~d by fenriblltty, 
quiLknds, and art, whlle he employs on tnflcs the 

capacity of an anCIent Roman; and exhIbits nOWj 
in the fcene of amufc:mmt, and an the feareh 01 a 
frl volous appJaufe, that fire, and thofe pallions, 
Wlth whKh Gracchus burned 111 the forum, and 
Ihook the aifembhes of a feverer pepple. 

THE commercial and lucrativeAtts have been, 
in fi)mt' cJllnates, the prmcip.ll object of mankInd, 
and have been rctallled through t!vcry chfafter; in 
others, even under all the fluctuations of fortune, 
tb'ey have ibll been negletl:ed; whiie In rhe tempe
rate chmares of Europe and Aria, they hll}c had 
their a~~ of admIratlon as wdl as contempt. 

IN one fta~e of foeiety arts are fliGhted, from 
that very ard,o,ur of mind, and prinelplt: of acbvlty, 
by whIch, in ,anpther, they are praalft:d with the 
greateft fuccefs. While men are ingro1fed by their 
paffions, heated and roufed by the flruggJes and 
dangers of their country; whlie the trumpet 
found!., or the aldrm of focial engagement IS rung, 
and the heart beats :hlgh, it were a mark of 
dulnefi, or of an anject fpint, to find leifure for 
the ~ef eafe, or the pur(Ult oflmprovernents, 
w/)i(.h have mere conv.cnlC:nce or cafe for their 
objea 

N+ 



Of 1111 Inflame" IJ/ 
THI frequent .icifiitude& and !'eVents of (or

tune, which Dations have expuien~cd on that 
very ground where the arts han profpered, are 
probably the effcfls of a bufy, inventi1'e, and 
vetfatile (pirit, by which men have earried every 
national change to ell,tremts. They have taifed 
the fabric of defpotic empire to its greateft height, 
1Vhere they had beft underftood the foundations of 
freedom. They perifbed in the flames which 
they themfelves had kindled J and they only, per
haps, were capable of difplaying, by turns, the 
greateft improvements, or the lowelt lorruptions, 
to which th~an mind can be brought. 

ON this fcene, mankind have twice, within the 
compafs of hiftory, afcended from rude beginning. 
to very high degrets of refinement. In every age~ 
wheth'et deftint:d by its temporary difpofitioo to 
bUild or to deftroy, they have left the veftlges af 
an aaive and vehement fpirie. The pavement and 
the ruins of Rome are buried in duft'. fhaken from 
the feet of barbarians, who trod with contempt on 
the: refinements of luxury, and fpurned thofe arts, 
the ufe of which it was rderved for the pofterity of 
the fame people to dlfcover and to admire. The 
tents of the wild Arab are even now pitched among 
the ruihs-of magmficent cities; and chewafte fields 
which border 00 Paleftine and Syria, arc perhaps 
become again the nurfery of lnfant nations....· The 
chieftain of an Arab tribe, like:: the fOUl1der ofRorne, 
may hue already fixed tbc roots at a pladt mat is 

to 
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to flouriih in fome future period~ or laid the (oon
dations of a fabtic; that will attain to its grandeur 
in fome diftant age. 

GREAT patt of Africa has been always unkno*n J 

but the filence of fame, on the fubject of its revo
lutions-, IS an argument, where no other proof can 
be found, of .takners in Ule genius of its people. 
The torrid zone, every where round the globe, 
however known tb the geographer, has furrrifhed 
few materials for hiftory; and though in many 
places fupplied with the arts of life in no conttmpt .. 
ible deg;ee, has no where matured the more im
pottant projeCts of political wifdom, nor infpired 
the vinues which are conneCted with freedom, aAd 
which are required in the condua: of civil affairs. 

I T was indeed in the torrid zone that mere arts of 
mechanifm and manufacture were found, among 
the inhabitants of the new world, to have made the 
greatefl advance: It is m India, and in the regions 
of this hemifphere, which afe vifited by the vertical 
fun, that the arts of m~nu(atl:ure, and the prateice 
of commerce, are of the greaten: antiquity, and 
have furvived, with the fmalleft diminution, the 
ruins of time, and the revolutions of emp~re. 

THE fun, it feems, which ripens the pine-apple 
and the tamarind, infpircs a degree of mildnefs that 
can even atruage the ,rigours of defpotical govern. 
nlent ~ and fuch is the effeft of a gentle and pacific 

7 dupofition 
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difpofition in the natives of t~1e Eaft, that no con
queft, no irruption (If barbarIans,. tsnUID;lteS, as 
they did among the ftubborn nati~es tf:"'El!rope, 
by a cocal defirucrion of what the love of eafe and 
of pleafure had produ(ed. 

TRANSFERRED, without any great ftruggJe, 
(rom one'mafier to another, the natIves of Incha 
are ready, lIpon every change, to pUlfue th~lr ID
duftry, to acqUlefce: 10 the enjoy,nent uf lIfe,. and 
the hopes of aDlmal pJe,lfuTC': the wars of conqudt 
are n~t prolong('d to eXJfperare the parties engaged 
in them, or to defolate the land for which thofe 
parties contend: even the barbarous invader leaves 
untouched the com mel cial fectlement whIch has 
not provoked his ragl:: though malh r of opulent 
cities, 'he: only Lncall1ps, in their neighbourhood, 
and le~\4es to hIS heirs the option of entering, by 
degrees, on the plelfLlrc~, th..: YICe~, and the page
annie!> which IllS d.cC],l1rlitl<,n5 afford: hIS (uccef
fors, fttll more than h,illftl(, ale thfpofeJ to fofter 
the hive, in proportion as they t"ftc:: more of its 
fweets; and they fp~re the inh.ibiranr, [o3t"rher 
with. his dwelling, as they fpare thl: hc:rd or 
the frall, of whIch they a.re become the pro .. 
prietors. 

THE modern defcription of India is He-petition 
of the ancient, and the prefent ftatl of China is 
derived from adiftant aNtiquity, to which there is 
no paralld in the hiLlory' of mankind. The {ucct'(.. 

fion 
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fiOf of monarch§ has bee,q ch¥ngeq; but no rC;Vo
lutions have .a[.eded the ~ate. Tl,e ~frlcan ~~1 
the Samoide ar~ not more uniform in their ig
n'orance and barbarity, than the <. hinefe and the 
Indian, if we mar credit their own ftory, hav/: 
been in the practice of manufacture. and in the 
obfervance of a certain police, which was calculateq 
only to regulate their traffic, and to proteCt them 

in their applicatiOn to fervile or lucrative arts. 

IF we pars from thefe general rep~fentations of 
what mankind have done, to the more minute de .. 
fcription of the animal himfelf, as he has occupied 
different climates, and is div~rfificd in his temper, 
complexion, and charatter, we fhall find a variety 
of genius correfponding to the effeCts of his con
duct, and the refult of his frory. 

MAN, in the perfeCtion of his natural faculties, 
is quick and delicate in hill feniibillty; extenlive 
and various in his imaginations and reflections; 
attentive, penetrating, and fubttle, 10 what relatea 
to his fellow-creatures; firm and ardent 10. hiS 

purpofes; devoted ro friendihip or to enmity; 
jealous of his indepelldence and hiS honour, which 
he will not relinquifh for fafety or fot profit: 
under all his corruptions or unprovements, he 
retains his natural fenfibility, if not his force; 
and his .commerce IS a blc:ffing or a curfe, ac
cording to the direCtion hIS mind has req:ived. 

BUT 



in htirt. 
Bux unQCr die e'itremes Oflleat-cSr or cold, the 

tdive range or the human rout appears to be Ii. 
init&1 i and meri are ofiriCericir i~ftaDc:e, either 
as friends, or as enemies. in die one eXtreme, 
tIitf a"~ duli and tio'\V, modbit~ in their defires, 
Hguiltr «rId pacific in dt~ir malUli!r 6fllte j iii the 
Mb~t, ihey are (everifli' in theit ptmttil§, weate: in 
daeir jodgnientS, ttid addiaed by temperam~nt [0 
abimil pieafilte. III bOth tlie h~ is tbercenary, 
and makes important conceffions for childilh 
~: ~"'h the (pirif is ptepmd rCit fevirode; 
lis the bhe if is fubdued by fear of the futun: J in 
fhe Other it is not l'Ou'kd' e't"elt by its ren~ of the 
,rereilt. 

TlIB hanems of Eul'Op\!! fib(; woUld kttle or 
conquer on the fouth ~r the nonh of £heir own 
happier climates, find little refiftance: they eXtend 
ttteir dominion at pleafure, and find no \'fhfl-e a 
limit but in thc:occan,and in thefatietyofconqueft. 
Witlt Ie. of the pangs and the fttuggles that pre .. 
cede eIl* reduCtion of natioos, mighty provint"et 
haft &een fueuffivcly annexed tQ the terrirory of 
ltd., and its tonreigD, who &ttounts 1tithiil 
hiS demam, entire fribes, with whom perhllpS 
nOfte of "is emiJifaries have eftt converfed, dif
patch!d'lt few gmtneten "' ~teftd hia empire" and 
thbi to etecHt~ Jl PK!ie6t, in which the Romans 
.cre obliged to tm]!r)oy their confuls .~ their 
legiOOJ -. There tnodern ~querol'l coMplfia tJt 

• Sec R.diu Atl ... 
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~be1liGn, "h~~ they ~ with repugnance; 
and a1\ furprifcd at beitlg treated as enemies. 
where tht=}' .come tp impofe their tribute. 

I T appears, however, that on the fhores of the 
Eaftern fea, they have met with nations t who 
have queftioned their tide to reign, and who have 
confidered the requititiol'l of a tax as the demand 
of effelts for nothing. Here perhaps may be 
found the genius of ancient Europe, and under 
its name of ferocity; the {pirie of national inde
pendence :t; that {pirit which difputed its groQnd 
in the Weft with the vifioriC)Us armies of Rome, 
and batHe~ the attempa of the Perfian monarch! 
to comprehend the villages of Greece within [he 
bounds of their exttnfive dominion. 

THE ~reat and {hiking divcrfities which obt~iA 
bet\Vi1(t the inhabitants of climates far removed 
from each other, are, like the varieties of other 
animals in different regions, eafily obferved. The 
horre and the r~in-deer are juft emblems of the 
Arab and the LaplaQder: the native of ArabiC\, 
lilO: the animal for whofe r.ce his country is famed, 
whether wild in the woods, or tutored by art, is 
lively, alUv:c, and fervent in the acrcife on,which 
he is ~ent. This'race of men, in their rude frate, 
fly tl? the defert fQr freedom, lind in roving band. 

t '.f~ Tc:IMQi. 

t: N'Qtu to tlae .Qeaea.logiuJ Hillory of ~ T.tJ'taN, 
youched by StrahlCJl~rg. 

alarm 
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alarm the frontiers of cPl.\'ire.., ag4 fh:ilW. a jJ:rror io 
the province to which their ;no~ing eJ~campment~ 
advance lit. When rot&d by the'profpeCt ofco~
~ueft~ or difpoled to act on a plan, tpey fpread 
~peJr pominlon, and their fyftem of im~gi.n.ili1on, 
ove'r mighty traCl:s of the earth: when ..poifefied of 
property aqd of fettlement, they fet the example 
of a lively invention, and fupcrior ingenuIty, 10 
>1 

~'he practice pf arts~ and the ftudy of fcience. 
The Laplander, on the contrary, like the arr~eiate 
of his c1imatt", is hardy, indefatiga/;lle, and patient 
of famine, dull rather than !ame i ferviceable 10 

a. particlllar tr.aEl:~. and incapable of change. Wh~e 
nations continue f~om age to age in the fame con
dition, and, WIth immoveable phlt"gm, fubmlt to 
the appt:llations of Dane, of Swede, or of Muflo
'Vile, i-,.cordwg to th7 la~d [h~y inhaqit; and fuf
ter tht'Jr country to b~ fevered lIke a common, by 
the line on wl1ich chofe na~ions have traced their 
limi~ of empjre. 

h' is not in the extremes alone that thefe v.ari
cties 'of genius '~ay be dearly diftinguiilied. 
Their continual change keeps pace with the vari
ations of climate With whi~h we fuppofe them 
conneCted: and though certain degrees of 
~apa~jty, ptnetration and ardour, are not the 
tot ! of entire nations, nor the vulgar properties 
of any people; yet their unequal freq!lency" 
_ unequal meafurc" in different c9\lIttries" 

• D' Arvieux. 
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tries, are fufficiently' manifelt tram the manne~, 
the tone of e~n verfation; the talent for bufillefs, 

amurell1ent~ and the ~iterary compofitlon, which 
predOllUn.ltt' in eacIt. 

IT is to the Southern nations of Europe, both 
anCient and modern, th It y,e 9we the mVt'nLion 
and ernbelll!hment of th:tt mvthology, and (hare 
early traditions, which continue ro furmfh the rna· 
terials of f.mey, and the field of poetic :tlluliun. 
To theI'll Wt:" owe the rom.muc rale~ of ,-hlvalry, 
as well .IS the (ubfequent moolls of a more r.nio
llaJ ftyJe, by whJch th~ heart and the- imaglOati,?n 
are kmJ.,ed, and the underlbndlng Illformed. 

THE fruits of indufl:ry have abounded moft in 
the l'orth, and the ftudy of lue',ce has here re
ceived In. mult luild llnprovt"lncnt~: The" efforts 
of Imagination and fentiment were molt fr,c:que~t 
and moO: fllcref~f{]1 in the SOL,th. WhiJe the 
fh()r~s of the B.llric brc arl'C fa: ned for the fiudies 
of Copt rnIcm, Tyeho Bra/It:, and Kepl~r, thofe 
of the Mediterr lnt'an wert' celebrated for giving 
birth to mt'o of gelllus 10 ,,11 ItS vari~ry, and for 
having aboun·l{'d with poets and hlftorians, as 
well as with men 01 felenee. 

ON one fidea, karnint?; t'lok its rife from the 
heart and the fancy J rm [he other, it is frIll con-
1)ned co [he judgmem and the memory. A faith
ful dt't:ul of publiC l ranfattlons, with little. dif .. 
~ernment of theu comfla.rative importance; the 

treaties 
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treaties and the claim~ ef nation" the births and 
genealogies of princes;' are, ill the Uteruure'" of 
Northerh nations, amply preferved; while the 
lights of the underftanding,. and the feelings of 
the heart, are (uffered to perHh. The hiftory of 
l~ human €haraEter; the interefting mempir, 
founded no IdS on the careIefs proceeqings of a 
private life, tharton the formal nanfaClions of a 
public ftation i the ingenious pleafantry, the 
piercing ridicule, the tender, pathetic, or the 
elevated Itrain of elocution, have been confined 
ip modern, as well as ancient- times, with a few 
exception!ll to the fame latitude~ with the fig and 
the vine. 

THES~ diverfities of natural genius, if real, 
mutt have great part of their foundation in the 
a~.l frame: And it has been often obferved, 
that t'he vine flourifhes, where, to quicken the 
ferments of the human blood, its aids are the 
Jeaft required. While fpirituous liquors are, 
~ong fouthcrn nations~ from a fcnfe of their 
ruinous etfcets, prohibited; Of from a love of de
cency, and the pofi"effion of a temperament fidn
~ently warm, not greatly defired; they carry iQ 
the North a peculiar charm, while they awakeQ 
the mind, and give a tate of that lively fancy 
Mel araQur of paffiQl1) which the climate \s ~und 
to deny. 

Tan melting de6re$, or the fiery paBiO!)~ which 
in one climate take place betwec(1 ~he {exes:a are in 

another 



tft,hwdwtgcd iato a faber tonfideratioh, ,or a 
pauence of mutual difguft. This change is re
marked in crofting tht Meqiterranean, in follow:" 
ing the courfe of the Miltlffippi, in afcending the 
mountains of Caucafus, and in palling from the 
Alps and dle Pyrenees to tlie tho res of the Baltic. 

THE female fex domineers on the frontier of 
Louifiana, by the double engine of fuperftitionj 
and of paRion. They are flaves among the tultivc 
inhabitants of Canada~ and arc chiefly valued for 
the toils they end'" ana the dOlllcftic fervke 
they yield·. 

TNE burning ardours~ and the torturing jea.l. 
~ • ! • 

loufies of the feragho and the haram. whlch have 
reigned fa long in Afia and Afri~a, and which, in 
the fouthern parts of Europe, have fcarcelr given 
way to the difference of religion and civil eil:abldb
ments, are found, howeverl with an abatement of 
heat in the climate, to be more eafaly changed, in 
one latitude, into a temporary pa@qn whi&h in .. 
groffes the mind, without ~nfeebling it, and clt
cites to romantic atc:hievemena; By a f~her pro .. 
grefs ~~.fIle .~orth; it is .changed into, a fpiril or 
galla~~ry, whicll employ, the wit and the fancy 
mO.~ dlan the beart J whi.;h prefers intrigue to 
enj~yment J and fubftitutes affed:ation and vanityj' 
where fentirmnt and defire have failed. A$ jli 
depms £rom the {un, ~he fame paflion is farther 

• C!1ati~ 
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compofcd iltro a h~birJtr domefiic emt~or 
frozen into a. fta.tt of infettlibilityt 'Under whith 
the [exes at freedom fcarcdy chufc to unite their 
foeiety. 

TtlESE variations of. temperament and charaCl:er 
do not indeed correfpond with the number of de
grees that are mtafured (rom the equator to Ithe 
pole; nor does the temperature of the air ~lf 
Cliepend. on the latitude. Varieties of foil and port .. 
tion, the diftance or neig~lil2.urhood of the rea, 
arc known to atfdl: the atm.ere, and may have 
fignal effects in compofing the animal frame. 

Tli! climates of Ame.rica, though taken under 
the fame parallel, are obferved to diffi:r from thofe 
of Europe. There, exrenfi"e marfhes, great lakes, 
aged; aecayed, and crouded forefts, with the other 
circumfrances that mas:k an uncultivated country, 
are fuppofed to replenifh the air with heavy and 
noxious vapours, that give a double afperity to 
the winter; and during many months, by the fre .. 
qucncy and continuance of fogs, fnow, and froft, 
('arry th.,. inconveni~ncies of the frigid zone far 
into the cemperate. The SaMoiede and the Lap
lander, however, have their counterpart, thougb 
6ft a iowel' latitude, on the {boTeS' of America: 
ThtCanadian and the lroquoi$ beaT a: refemblance 
to die ancient inhabitants"CffthemiddHngdimates 
tJf .-Eutope: Tltc Mexican, like the -Afmtit"; of 
India, being addiaed (O-pldt'uft:, was funk in ef-

feminacy; 



b.,., ana m.tbe aeilhbourho6d '9f the wilsl 
.n~ she .free, had fuJfercd to be raikd Ob his 
4akncfa a domin~ring (uperfiition, ~nc.l a per .. 
maJ.lCDt f_ic of defpotical gQvernll'lent., 

GREAT part of Tartary lies under the fame 
parallels with Greece::. Italy, and Spain J but the 
climates Ilre found to be different; and whtle 
t .. 1hores) not only of the Mediterranean, but 
even thafe of the Atlantic. a.re favoured with a 
moderate change ~ viciffitude of jeafons) the 
eaftern parts of Eu~e, and the northern conti ... 
nent of Alia, are aBEtted with aU tllc1r extremes. 
In one feafon) we are told. that the plagues of an 
ardent fummer reach almoft to the froaen fea J and 
that the"'" inhabitant is obliged to fcreen himfelf 
from noxious vennin in the fame clouds of fmoke 
in which he muft, at a different time of the year" 
take ihelter from the rigours of cold. When 
winter returns, the tranfition is rapid~ and with. 
an afperity, almoft equal in every latitude, laya 
wafte the face of the earth, from the northern 
confines of Siberia. to the defcenta Qf Mount 
Caucafus and the frontier of India • 

• 
WITH thit unequal diftribution of cljmat~,. b, 

_hjch the lot, as well &I the national charaCter. 01 
the oortileCn Afiatic may be deemed inferi<.>r to tlu,t 
of EUropeb., who lie under the {ame parallc:Js~ ~ 
fimiL&r pdation of temperadnt a.nd {pirie, how,. 
~vcr .. has been obfervcd, in followin,& ~ mc:r.idian 
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on either traa ; 'and"th.e.Soutbem Tlfftar, has over 
the I Tongufcs and tbe Samokde the ~fame pre
en'ljpcnce. that certain nations of Europe 1\e 
known to poifefs.over their northern .jlcigbbours, 
ficuations more advantageous to both, 

'tHt fouthei'n hemifphere fcarcely offers a fub
jeet of like obfervation. The temperate zone is 
1£here Lhll undifcavered, or is only known in two 
-promontories, the Cape of Good Hope and Capt 
Horn; 'Wh~ ftretch Into OJPderate latitudes on 
that fide of the line. Bue ffPe ravage of South 
America, ~twithftanding the interpolition of the 
nations of ~eru and of Mexico .. is found to ref em
hIe his counterpart on the North j and the Hot
tentot, in many things, the barbarian of Europe : 
He is tenacious of freedom, has rudiments of 
policy, and a national vigour" which ferve to 
diftingui1h hIS race from the other African tribes, 
who are eapored to the more vertkal rays of 
the fun.' 

WHILlt .e have, in there dbfervations, only 
thrown out what mut1: prefent itfelf on 'the moft 
curfory view of the hiftory.f mankind, or what 

ittar.be prefumed from the mere obfcurity ofr.me 
'.arions, who inhabit great trACts of the earth, as 
:.ell as from the hjt1:re of ot~ers; we are ftiH un-
181e to explain the manner in 1'Ihich climate may 
"affea: the temper~tt or lGfter the pnius of 
, ib inliabitaot. ' 
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THAl" tbe tem~1' of the heart, and the intel
ldt'ual operations of the mind, are, in fome mea
fure, dependent on the, ftate of the animal organ" 
ii well known from experience. Men differ from 
themfelve!l in ficknefs and in health; under a 
change of diet, of air, and of exercife: but we 
~re, even in thefe f4llliliar i~ftances, at a l()f~ how 
to connect the caufe with its fuppofed effeel:: and 
though climate, by includiDg a variety of fuch 
caufes, may, by fome regular influence, affeCt the 
char~aers of men.".,e can never hope to explain 
the manner of thofe influences till we have undet'
ftoodttwhat pro~ably we fhall nevCf underA:and, 
the ftruCture of thofe finer organs with which 
operations of the [ou~ are conneCted. 

W HEN we point out, in the fit1.l3tiolf of 1\ PC'01 
pIe, circumA:ances whrch, by determining their 
purfuits, regulate theM habits, and their man'ner 
of life; "lihd when, infiead of referring to ' the 
fuprofed ph.yfical fource of their difpofrtions, we 
a(flg~ their inducements to a determinate conduct; 
in this we' fpeaik o( tff'ects 'and of caufes whofe 
conneaion is more familiarly known. We can 
\lOderftand, fb~ inftance, why a race of men like 
the Samoiede~ c;.onfined, during greac par~ or.c 
year~ 'to datk'nef".,r retired into caverns, fficnlld 
~iff~r in t~e;r I~anners and apprehwfions from 
thofe wno are at liberty in every fealOn; 'or who, 
,in1\:ead o( feekil18 reljcf frQm the! c~tremities of 
~old, are employed in fearch of, precautio~ 

o 3 againft 
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againft -the opprefiion'l ·ot a burning (un. Rire 
and exercire are the rertledies of cold i repore Iftld 
j)ade the (ecurities from heat. The Hpllander. 
!s laborious and induftriouR in Europe;. (he be.-. 
eome8 more languid and fiokhful in India~. 

GREAT extremities, either! of heat O!f crikl, al'~, 
~rhaps, itt a moral view, equally lInfavounble to 
the aClpve genius of nlanklnd, and by preftnring 
tlike lnfuperable difficultres to be ovaCf)~ or 
Arong inducements to indolene& and Ooth. eq~ally 
prevent the lirft applications of ingenuity, or 
limit their ptogrefs. Same intermediate dtqgrees 
of inconvenience In the fituation, at once excite 
the fpirit, and, with the hope. of fuc::cefl!.,. enc:ou ... 
rage its-efforts. cc It is in the leaft favourable fitua
" tiDp.s, ~ crayi. Mr. RQ\I'ffhul " that 'he lftts have 
.. flouJiihrd the mon. 1 could fuow them in 
ct Egypt, as they fpfead lrith the overfi9wing Qf 
" the Nile; 'flinG in Att,ca, a~ ~hey l1'I~t~d \lp to 
&C the cJ~sJ from a rocky foil and iOJlll Parren 
n fands. whUe, on the fcrijle l;>aaks of tbe Ev. 
" rbtQ~ they wer~ nqt abI, ~ f.~ t~ir fOOts .... 

w'flP.:a mankind (~m t~ flrft JPbGtl: by toilJ 

... U!., the midft -of qiftit;ukiC:'i" th~ dcfcas. of their 
&~on ar. f~iod by ~ ~ aJ'4 while dry. 

• .. The Dill. {afJo~ who were emplO)U 'in th,e ,Ii. ~ 
Mal.co, tote OJ' burnt tho r.u-eJoth w'hkh wlli aivOl\ tIlea to 
saake tents. tbl~ they might 'Bot ~ .. trealtle ef ~,. 
fiuIBSlh... Y.y. " MAte/if!. 

temp~ 
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tempting', and healthful lands are feu UhCtllti·· 

weed t, Ute peftilent mirth is drained 'with "greaf 
labour, and the fea is kneed off' with mightj bar-:: 
riers, the materials aad the colts of which, the 
foil to be gained can !Care1y afford, or repay 
Harbours are opened, and- crouned with filip"
ping, where veffels of burden, if they ape not 
conft:rUC'ted with a view to the fituation, have not 
water to float. Elegant and magnificent edifices 
are raifed on foundationS' of 1lime i and all the 
conveniencies of human life are made to abound~ 
where natll't'e does not feem to have prepared' a' 
receptiet for men. It is in vain to expeCt, that 
the refidence of arts and commerce fhould be de
termined by the poffeffion of natqral advantages. 
Men do more when they have cerrain difficulti~s 
to furmounc, than when they have tuppofed 
bleffings to enjoy: and the fuade of the barren 
oak and cpe pine ar.e mor~ fav(;>urable ~o the 
genius of mankind l than that of the palm or the 
~am~rind, 

AMONG the ~vantages which enable nations to 
run the career of policy, a$ well as of artsJ it may 
be expeCledJ from the obfervations already made, 
that we fttould reckon every circumftanc~ w~~h 
enable them tu djviie and to maintain themfelves. 
in diftinet and in~ep~ndent commuQities. Th~ . ~ . 
fOClety and concour~ of other men 2U'e not mOJq 

<';' 

t ~ate the ibw·df'lIullgary wich that! of Holland. 

o ... neceifary 



l\ecefJ'a.ry co form the individ~al. than lh:e rivallhip~ 
and competition of nations ;u;e to invigor.ce the, 
prin~es of political life io ~ ft:ate. Their wars lI 

and their ueatie$, tb~{ {llutl\al jcaloufies .. and th~, 
tCbblifhments WhiCh they deyife w~th a view to, 
each,other. con~itute more than half ~he occupa
~ons 9f mtlnkinp, and furn\1h tnate~ials fOF their 
greatetl and moft i~proying el'~rtions. For this. 
learon~ c1ufters of iOands, a continent divided br. 
many natural barriers, great rivers, ~~dg~~ 0( 
mountains. and arms of the fea, are' beft fitte«;i, 
for becoming the nurfery of independent and 
f~rp~aable n~tions, The diftinetion of, frates 
i?elOg c~early maintaipe9, a principle of political 
llfe is eftabli1hed i'.1 ev~ry dlVifio~J a\od the ca
pi,tal of every diftrifr, like the heart of an ani.mal 
~ody, communicates with eafe the vital blood and 
the ~nal fpirit of its members. ' 

T~I moll: {d'pectable nations ha,,~ always beln 
round, where at leaA: one part of the frontier h~s 
been wafhed by the fea. This barrier, perhaps' 
w.e ~rongeft of 3:11 in.~~e times of ignorance1 qoes 
~ot, however .. even th~n rupercede the cares of a 
national defence; and in the advanced ftate of 
arts, gives the ~reateft fcor: and facility tQ.. 
commerce. 

THRIVING and independen~ nations w~ -c:;: 
eordingly fcattercd on the 1bores of the' PacitW 

~ me Atl~~ T~.1 fUml~·tbc ~~t 
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t.Jte Mediterranean. and the Baltic i white, ~ ~ 
tribes exc,eRted, who retire among the mOllntai. 
qardering Qn India and Perfia, or who have 
found f01T\~ rqde ettablillu1'Itnt among the creek$' 
and ~I)e 1hor~s pf the Cafplan and the Emtine. 
there is fcarcely a people in the vail: continent of 
ACta who deferves the name of a nation. The 
unbounded plain is traverfed at large by hordes, 
wh';l are in perpetual Q'lotion;, or who are diiplaced 
~nd ~a~afi"ed by their mutual hoftilities. Although, 
th~y ~re never }>(rh~ps ~a:ually blended togeflter 
in th~ courfe of hunting1 or In the fe-arch of paf
ture, ~el c;annpt bear one great ddhnaio~ 1>( 

nations, whicp IS taken ffom t~e t~rritOfYJ aDd 
which is deeply impre1fed by an affection to the 
native feat. They move in troops, without the 
arrangement or the concert of nations, they be
come eafy acceffions to every new empire 'among' 
themfelves, or to the Chmefe and the Mufcovile, 
with whom they hold a traffic for the means of 

\ 

fubfiftence, and the materials of ph:afure. 

W HERE a happy fyftem of nations is formed. 
they do not rely for the continuance of their fepa
ra;te. napl~s, and for that of their political inde
pendence, on the barriers eretled by nature. 
Mutual jealoufies lsad to the maintenance of a 
balance of ,power; and this principle, more than 
the Rhine ud the OceanJ than the Alp$ and 
Ibe Pyrt"DCCI in modern Europe; more than 
the Araics f;tf lbermopyla:, the mountains of 

Thrace, 



Part III. 

Thrace, or the: baya of Salamine and Corinth l!\ 
aacient Greece, tended to prolong the fepara ... 
tion. to w.hich the inhabitants of there happy 
elimates. have owed fl{eir felicity as nations, the 
luR:re of their fiUTle, and their civil accom
pliLhmen~ 

IF we mean to purfue the hinory of civil fociety, 
our attention muft be chiefly direCl:ed to fuch ex
am~les~ and we muft here bid farewell 'to thofe 
regiGns of the earth, on which o'ur fpecies, by the 
effeCts of fituation or climate, appear to be re
fttained in their national purfuits, Or inferior In 

'he powers of the mind. 

SECT., 
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ffht Hiftory cf politictfr £jldlijhmmJs. 

WE have hitherto obferved mankind, eithe! 
united together on terms of equality, or 

difpofed to admit ofa fubordination founded mere
lyon the voluntary refpea: and attachment which 
they paid to their leaders i but, in bo~h cafes, 
without any concerted plan of goV'erhment, or (yf
~em of law~. 

THE favage, whofe fortune is comprif'ed in hi. 
cabbin, his fur, and his arms, is fatisfied with that 
provifion, and with that degree of fecurity, he 
ftimfelf can procure. He perceives, in ~reating. 
with his equal, no [ubjeCt: of difcuffion that Ibould 
he referred to the decifion' of a judge; nor does 
he find in any hand the badges of ma&iftracy, ~ 
the enfigni of ~ perpetual comma-nd. 

I, 

TH~ barbari~, though ind~ced by his admira .. 
tion of ~rfon~ qualities, the luftre of a heroic 
race, or a fupedority of fortune, to follow the 
ba.nners of f;a leader, and to ad. a fubordinate part 
in his tribe, knows noc, that .. hat he performs 
from choice, is to be made a (ubject of obligation. 
lie ads from affections una.cq tl&inted with forms i 
IQq When provQkcd~ or whcJl engaged in difpute-. 

llq 
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he recurs to the {word, as the ultimate means of 
decifion, in all queftions ofOlfight. 

HUM AN affairs, in 'the mean time, continue their 
progrefs. What was in one generafion a propen
fity to herd with the fpecies, becomes in the ages 
whi~h follow, a prinCiple of natural union. What 
'i(4S originally an alliance for common defence, 
becomes a concerted plan of political force; the: 
i=al'e of fubfiO:ence be tomes an an¥lety for accu
mulating wealth, and the found"tion of com mer
ci.1.1 drts. 

¥ANltIND, i~ following th~ prefent fenf~ of 
t~ir minds, in ftriving to remove inconveniencies~ 
or ~ gain apparent and contiguous a~vanta.ges, 
~rriye at ends which even their imagination cou14 
not anticipate; and paf!> on, like other animals, in 
the traa of their nature, without perceiving its 
end. ~e wh~ firft [aid, (( I w,i\l appropriate thi,s 
" field; I will leave' it to my heirs i:' did not pe .. -
ceive, that he was laying the foundation of civil 
laws ,and political «;ft~blifhm~nts. He who firO: 
r'angtd himfe1f und~r a leader, did not perceive, 
~tf1at he was fetting the example ~f a permanent 
fubordination, under the prete9ce of which, th~ 
rapacious were to {eize his pofl"eqionsJ and the 
arrogant to lay cYaim tO'his fervice. 

MEJIt, in general, are fUfficiently dirpofeq to oc.
ft'1JFI t~m{elve5 in (orming projetts and {chernes: 

Bur 
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But he who would fcbeme and projea for others, 
will find an oppon. in every perfon who is dif
pofed to fcheme for himfelf. Like the winds that 
(lome we know not whence, -and blo~ whlth'lrfo
ever they lift, the forms of fociety are derived from 
an obfcure and diftant origin; they aflfe, long be
fore the date of philofophy, from the inftinfts, not 
from the fpeculations of men. The crowd of 
mankind, are directed in their efrabh!hments and 
meafures, by the circumilances in which they are 
placed j and feldom are turned fro IV their way> to 
follow the plan of any fingle projector. 

EVER y fiep and every movement of the multi
tude, even in what are termed enlightened ages, 
are made ~ith equal blindnefs to the future; a~ 
nations ftumble upon eftabli!hments, whIch are 
indeed the refult of human aebon, but "not the' 
eJtccution of any human defign·. If Cromwell 
faid, That a man never mounts higher, than whert 
he knows not whither he is going j it may with 
more reafon be affirmed of communities, that 
they admit of the greateft revolutions where no 
change is intended, and that the moft refined poli~ 
ticians do not always know whither they are lead .. 
iog the ftate by their projeCts! 

IF we liften to the teftimony fi modern hiftory. 
and to that of the moO: authentic parts of the an· 
dent; if we attend to the pr.aetice of nations in 

• De Ilea Memoirs. 
every 
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every quartet' of ,the.woRd; anGt in eveJ'f .coAdi .. 
tion, whethet that of the b_rian or the poli .... 
ed, . 1fe {hall find very litde reawn to retrad: thi, 
affe~don. \ No conftitution is formed by COltOCl"tt 

l\~ govermhent is copkd from a plan. The mem .. 
bers of a (mall ftate contend for equality J the 
members of a greater, find themfelves claifed in i 
certain manner that lays a foundation for mo'" 
narchy. They proceed from one form of govern
ment to another, by ea.~ trantitions, and frequently 
under old names adopt a new conftitution. The 
feeds of every form are lodged in human nature) 
they fpring up and ripen with the fcafon. The 
prevalence of a particular fpecies is ob;en derived 
from an imperCt'ptible ingredient mingled in the 
'Pi). 

W It ~re therefore to receive, with caution, the 
traditionary hlftories of ancient legiOators, .and 
founders of frates. Their nunes have long been. 
celebrated; their fuppored plans haft been ad ... 
mired J and what were probably the con{equencet 
of an early fituation, is, in every inftance, confi· 
dered as an effect of defign. An author and a 
work, like caufe and effeCt, art perpetually cou ... 
p1ed together. This is the funpleft form under 
which we can confider the tftab1i1hment of na .. 
tions: a.nd we af.ibe to a previous defign, what 
oune to be known onJy by experienc~J what no 
hulUn wifdom could. forefce, and what, without 
th¢ ~urrini humour and difpol4ion of his age, 

no 
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00 authotity could enable an individual to ext: ... 
"'te. 

IF IP&D, during ages of extenfive refleCl:ion, and 
employed inthe {earchof improvement, are wedded 
to their i3tticutions; and, labouring under many 
acknowledged inconveniencies, cannot break loofe 
(rom the trammels of cuil:om; what 1hall we fup .. 
pofe their humout to have been in the times of 
Romulus ana Lycurgus? They were not furely 
more difpofed to embrace the fchemes of innova
tors, or to lhake off the lmpreffions of habit; They 
were not more pliant and dutbIe, when theIr know
ledge was lefs j not more capable of refinement~ 
when their minds were mort circumfcribed. 

WE imagine, perhaps, that rude nations muA: 
have fo thong a fenfe of the defects under. whi£h 
they labour, and be fo canfcjous that reformation!i 
are requifite in. their manners, that they mull: be 
ready to adopt, with joy~ every plan of improve
ment, and to receive every plaufible propof" wi.th 
implicit complIance. And we are thus Inclined to 
believe, that the harp of Orpheus could effect, in 
one age, what the eloquence of Plato could not 
produce in another. We miftake, however, the 
charaaeriftic of fimple ages: mawund then ap
pear to feel t~c fewclt defects, aJld are then leaft 
defirou, to enter on reformatton!. 

THI reality, in themean time, of certain eaa ... 
bli1bmc(lts at ROMe -and at Sparta, cannot be die'-

5 puted: 
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puted: but it is probabl~~ that the government of 
Bot~ thefe ftates took its rife from the Litua~ioq. ani. 
gemus of the people, not from the projects of 
tingle men i that the celebrated warrior and btef
man, who arc confidered " tile founders of thofe 
nations, only aCted a fuperior part arhorig num .. 
bers who w~~e dlfpofed to the fame inftitutions ~ 
and that they left to pofterity a renown, pointing 
the,rn out a,s the inventors of many practices which 
had been already in ufe, 81}d which helped to form 
their own manners and genius, as well as thofe of 
their countrymen. 

h has been formerly obferved, that, in many 
pardculars, the cllfioms of fimple nations coincide 
with what is afcribed to the invention of early 
ftatefmen; that the model of republican govern
ment, the ft:nate, and the affembly of the people. 
that e~en the equality of property, or the com
munity of goods~ were not referved to the inven
tion or contrivance or lingular men • 

• IF we confider Romulus as the founder of the 
Roman frate, certainly he who killed his brother j 
y:nat he might reign aJone, did not defire to come 
under reftraints from the controuling power of the 
{enate"nor .to Te(cr the coum:ils of his fovereignty 
to the decifiorflot a collective body. Love of do~ 
minion is, by its ~tyre, averfe to reftraint; and 
this chieftatn, like every leader ih a rude age, pro
btobly found a c1afs of lDen ready to intrude on his 
counc;i1s, and without whom he could not ploctcd ~ 

He 
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He met with occafions, on which, as at the found' 
of a trumpet, the body of the people alTembled, 
and took refolutions, which any individual miaht 

~ 

in vaitt-dllf'ute, or attempt to cantrou} ~ and Rotnt", 
which commenced on the general plan of ev('ry 
artlef .. fociery, found laftiag improvements In the 
purfuit of temporary expedients, and digefred het 
political frame in adjufting-the pretenfions of par
cles which arofe in the fra.te. 

MANKIND, in very early ages of wciety, learn 
to covet riches, and to admire diftinCtion: They 
have avarice and ambition, and are occafionally Jed 
by thefe pamons to depredations and conqueft; 
but in their ordinary conduct, ate guided or re~ 
ftrained by different motives; by Ooth or intem
perance; by perfonal attachments, or perfonal 
animolities; which mifiead from the attention to 
Interell:. Thefe motives or habits rettder mankind, 
at times, remifs ot' outrageous: They prove the 

{ouree of civil peace or of civil diforder, but dif .. 
qualify dwfe who are aCl:u3ted by them, from 
maintaining any fixed u(urpatitln; fiavery and ra
pine, in the cafe of every commUnity, are firft
threatened from abroad, and war, either offenfive 
or defenlive, is [he great bufinefs of eVery tribe. 
The enemy occupy their thoughts. they have !,!O 
leirure (or domeftic ditfenfions. It is the defire of 
every feparate community, however, to fccure it
felf; and in proporciol1 as it gains this objed-, by 

ftrengthening its barrier, by weakening its enemy, 
P .r 
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or by procuring aUies, the individual ,lt home be
thinks ~im of what he may gain or lore (or him .. 

felf: The leader is difpofed to enlarge the advan
tages which belong to. his fiatiQn; the follower 
becomes jealous of rights which are open to en
croachment, and patties woo united before, from 
affection and habit, or from a regard to their com
mon prefervatlOn, difagree in fupportillig their fe
'Veral claims to precedence or profit. 

WHEN the animooties of faCtion are thus awa
kened at home, and the pretenfio.ns o.f freedo.m 
are oppo.red to thofe of dominion. the member!> 
of every fo.ciety find a new fcene upon which to 
exert their aCtivity. They had quarrelled, per
haps, on po.mts o.f intereft; they has. balanced 
betw~en different leaders; but they had never 
.... nited as citiz.ens), to withftand the encro.achments 
of foverclgnry, or to maintain thelt common rights 
as a people. If the prince, In this contett, finds 
numbers t~ fupport, as well as to. oppoCe his pre
tenfions,. the fword which was whetted ag~inft fo
reign enemies, may be pointed at the bofom of 
fellow-fubjech, and every Interval of peace from 
abroad, be filled wich domeftic war. The (acred 
Dame .. of Liberty, Juftict, and Civil Order, are 
made co refound in publIc affemblies ~ and~ dut. 
jog the abfence of other alarms, give to fociety, 
within itfdf, an abundant fubjefr of ferment and 
aoUnofity. 
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IF what is related of 'the little principalities 
which, in ancient times, were formed in Greece, 
in Italy, and over all Europe, agrees with the cha. 
ratter we have given of mankmd under the firfi: 
impreffions of property, of lI1tereft, and of here
dItary difbnClions; the feditions and domefiic wars 
which followed in thofe very ftates, the expulfion 
of their kings, or the quelhons which arofe con
cerning the prerogatives of the fovereign, or pri
vilege of the fubjeCt, are agreeable to the repre
fen tation whlch we now give of tIle fir~t ftep toward 
political efi:abltfhlbent, and the defire of a legal 
con(btutlOn. 

W HAT this confii tution may be in its earlieft 
form, depends on a vatiety of cllcumftances in the 
condition of natIOns: It depends on the e'Xt~nt of 
the pnncipallty in its rude nate; on the degree of 
dlfpamy to whlch mankind had fubmIttcd before 
they began to dlfpute the abufes of power: It 
depends likewl1e on what we term acczdents, the 
perfonal character of an individual, or the eventi 
of a war. 

EVER.Y community is originally a fm:lll on(". 
That propenfity by which mankind at: filft-unite, 
is not the principle from which they afterwards atl: 
in extending the limits of empire. Small tribes, 
where they are not affembled by common objeCl:5 
of conqueft or fafety, are even averfe to a coali
tion. 1£, like the real or fabulous confederacy of 

P 2 the 
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the Greeks for the deftru8:ion of Troy, manyna .. 
tions combine in purfuit of a lingle obje8:, theY 
caCily feparace again, and at[ anew on the maxims 
of rival dates. 

THER E is, perhaps, a certain national extent, 
within which the pallions of men are eafily com
municated from one', or a few, to the whole; and 
there are certain numbers of men who can be af
fembled, and act in a body. if, while the fociety 
is not enlarged beyond this dimenfion, and while 
its members are cafily affembled, polltlcaJ conteu
tions anfe, the fiate feldom fails to proceed on re
publican maxims, and to eftablifh democracy. In 
molt rooe prinCipalIties, the leader derived his 
preroga.Clve from the luftre of hts race, and from 
the yolunrary attachment of his tribe: The people 
he commanded were his friends, his fubjects, and 
his troops. If we fuppofe, upon any change in 
their manners, that they ceafe to revere his 
dignity, that they pretend to equality among 
t'hemfdves, or are feized with a. jealoufy of hiS 
affuming too much, the foundations of his powltr 
are already withdrawn. When the voluntary 
fabjelt becomes refractory; when confiderable 
parties, or the ~ollea:rvc body, .chufe to aet for 
themfelves; the fmall kingdom, like that of 
Athens, becomes of courfe a republic. 

THE changes of condition,. and of mannen, 
which, in the progrefs of mankind, raife QJl to 

n.uiOJl5-
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nations a leader and a prince, create, at the fame' 
time, a nobility, and a. variety of ranks, who 
have" in a fubordinate degree. their claim to dif
tin&ion. Superlbtion. too, may create an order of 
men, who, under the title of priefthood, engage 
in the purfuit of a feparate interefr; who, by their 
union and firmnefs as a body, and by their meef
fant ambition, deferve to be reckoned in the lift 
of pretenders to power. Thefe different orden of 
men are .the elements of whofe mixture the politi
cal body is generapy formed i each draws to m 
fide fome part from the maE of the people. The 
people themfelves are a party upon occafion; and 
numbers of men. however claffed and difbnguilh
ed, become, by their jarring pretenfions and Ie. 
parate views, mutual interruptlOn~ and checks; 
and have, by bnnging 10 the nati()nal councils 
the maxims alld apprehenfions of a particul:ar or
der, and by guardmg a particular jncereft, a 
lhare in adjulhng or prflt:rvlng the political form 
of the ftate .. 

THE pretenfions of any particular order, if not 
checked by fome collateral power, would termi
nate in tyranny j thole of a prince, in defpotifm ; 
thoie of a nobility or priefthood, in 'I the abufes of 
ariftocracy; of a populace in the confufions of 
anarchy. Thefe terminations, as they are ne*r 
the profeffed, fa are fhey fe1dom even the dif
guifed objeCl: of party: But the meajJres which 
any party purfues, if fuffered to prevail, will 
lad, by degrees, to every extreme. 

p 3 1M 
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1~ -their way 'to the afcendant thty endeavour 
to gain, and in the midft of Interruptions which 

oppofite interefts mutually give, liberty may have 

a permanent or a tranficnt c",ittence; and the 
conftitution may bear a form and a dlaraCter as 
various as the cafual combination of fuch multi

plied parts can effect:. 

To bdlow on c0T11munities fome degree of po
litical fre(',lom, it IS perhap!> fllfficient, that their 
member~, C1ther fingly, or as they are involved 
~jth their ft:Yl r J..i orders l 1hould infift on their 

rights; thd.t under republics, the citizen fbuuld 
either maintain his 0\\ n equ.ihty wi th nrmnefs, or 

rettrain the ambition of hIS ft'liow-cHizen within 
moderate bounds j that under monarchy, men of 

every rank fhould maintain the honours of their 
private or their public !tations; and facrf'fice nei
ther to the impolitions of' a court, nor to the 

claims of a populace, tlx>fe dignities which are 
deftined, in fome meafure lOde-pendent of for
tune, to give ftability to the throne, and to pro .. 

clIre a relpeCl: to the fubject. 

AMIDST tlW contentions of party, the intere1h 
(>f the public1 even the maxl1l~S ofjuftice and can
d,ur) are fometimes forgotten. and yet thok fatal 
confequences which fuch a meafure of corruptiQll 

feems to pW"tend~ do not unavoidably follow. The 
public interdl: is often fecure, not becaufe indiTi
du~ls are difpofed to regard it as the end of t~ 

condua, 
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condua, but becaufe eac,b, ia his place, Is,deter
mined to preferve his own. Liberty is maint,unq4 
by the continued differences and oppofitiollS of 
numbers, not by their concurring z,e.ll in behalf 
of eqUItable government. In free ftatcs, therefore. 
the wifdl: laws are never~ perhaps) diCtated b>r the 
intereft and {plrit of any order of men: they are. 
moved, they are oppofed, or amended, by differ
ent hands. and come at Iaft to cxprefs that me
dIUm and compofition whfch contendIng parties 

have forced one another to adopt. 

WHEN we confider the hill-ory of mankind ill 

tIns view, we cannot be at a lo[s for the caufes 
which, In finall communities, threw the balance on 
the fide of democracy, WlllCh, In !tates more en
larged In rerpett to territory and numbers of peo
pIc, gave the afcendant to monarchy; and 1.Vlucb, 
in a variety of con(iltlons and of (hfferent ages, 
enabled mankind to blend and unite the charac. 
ters of dllferent forms j and, Inftead of any of 
the flmp1e contl:itutions we have mentioned ., to 
exhibit a medley of all. 

IN emerging from a ft.e of rudenefs and fim
plicity, men muft be expeeted to acl:(rom that [pi. 
rit of equality~ or moderate fubm dmaclOn, to 
which they have 'been accuftomed. Whencrowd. 
ed together in ciqesJ or within the compafs of a 
fman territory, they aCt by contagious p:\iIionsJ 

• Part :b Sea. 10, 
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and every individuaf feels a degree of importance 

proportioned to ~is figure in the crawd~ and th~ 
fmallnefs of its numbers. The pr~tenders to 
power and dominioQ appear in t(IO famiilar a light 
to jlllpofe upon the multItude, and they have no 
aids at their cal1~ by whIch tlley can bndle the re
fractory humours of a people who rt'fifl their pre
tenfions. ThefLus~ Kmg of Atti:-a, we ilre told~ 
affembled the inhabiunts of its twelve cantons 
into one city. In this he took an effectual me
thod to unite into one democrac,) what were be
fore the feparJ.te members of hIs monJrchy, and 
to haften the downfall of the regal power. 

THE monarch of an extenfive territory has many 
advantages in maintaining his fratlon. WIthout 
any grievance to his fubjects, he can fl1pport the 
magnificence of a royal eftate~ and dazzle the ima
gination of his people, by that very wealch which 
themfelves haye beftowed. He Can employ the 

"inhabitants of one diflrict againft thofe of another; 
and while the paffions that lead to mUfmy and re
bellion, can at anyone time feize oAly on a part of 
his fubjeCl:s, he feels himfclf {hong in the poffef
fion of a general authoJllity. Even the diftance at 
which he refides from many of thofe who receive 
his COn1m'8.nds, augments the myfterious awe anc:l 
refpeB: which are paid to his government. 

WITH thefe different tendencies, accident and 
~orr\lption, however, joined to a variety of cir., 

(\Jmfta.qcc~ 



ctlmftances, may throw particular ftates from their 
bia~, and produce exceptions to ~very general rule. 
This has actually happened in fome of the latter 
principalities of Greece, and modern Italy, in 
Sweden, Poland, and the German E.mpire. But 
the united !lates of the Netherlands, and the Swifs 
cantons, are perJ1aps, the moil: extenlive cominu~ 

nities l which~ maintaimng the union of nations, 
have, for any conliderable time, refill-ed the ten
dency to monarchical government; and Sweden 
is the only tnlbnce of a republic eftabli1hed'in a 
great kingdom on the ruins of monarchy. 

THE fovereign of a petty dif1:ritt, or a lingle 
city when not fupported. as in modern Europe, 
by the contagion of monarchlc:tl manners, holds 
the fccpere by a precarious tenure, and Is.perpe ... · 
luaUy alarmed by the fplrit of mutiny in his peo
ple, is guided by jealoufy, and fupports himfelf 
by feventy, prevention, and force. 

THE popular and ariftocratical powers in a 

great nation, as in the cafe of Germany and Po
land, may meet WIth equal difficulty in maintaining 
their preterlfions; and, in order to avoid their dan
ger on the fide of kingly ufurpation, are· obliged 
to with-hold from the fupreme magiftrate even 
the neccffary truA: of an executive pofer. 

THE ftares of Europe, in the manner of their 
firft fettlement" laid the foundations of monarchy. 

"nel 
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an~ were prepared to unite under regular and ex:
tenfive governments. If the: Greeks, whofe pro
grefs at home terminated in the eftablifhment of fo 
many independent republics, had under Agamem
Aon effected a conqueft and fetrlement in Afia~ it 
is probable, tha.t they might have furniihed an 
example of the fame kmd. But the origlOal in
habitants of any country, forming many feparate 
cantons, came by flow degrees to that coalition 
and union into which conquering tribes, in eJft:tt
jng theIr conqueftl>, or in fecunng their poffef
{ions, are hun ied at once. C;efar encountered 
fome hundreds of independent nations in Gaul, 
whom even their comll"on danger did not fuffi

ciently unite. rhe German invaders, who fett1ed 
in the lands of the Rumans, made, in the fame 
diitnCtz a nUlllba of feparate dlabl1Ihments, but 
far more cxtenfive than what the antlent Gauls. 
by theIr conJuncbons and treatles, or in the re
{ult of their wars, cOllld, after many ages, have 
reached. 

THE feeds of great monarchies, and the roots 
of extenfivc JomlUion, were every where planted 
';'ith the colonies that divided the Roman empire, 
We havoe no exa~ account of the numbers, who. 
t'titb. a feeming concert, continued, during fORlo 
ages, to invade and to feize thiS tempting pri~e. 
Where they expected refiftance, they endeavoured 
~o /l?ufter up a proportiona.l force i and \W1cn they 
propQfed to fettle, entire nations removed to ~ 

in 
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in the fpoil. Scattered over an extenfive province, 
where they could not be fectlre, without l11:un

taming their union, they contlnut'd to acknowledge 
the kader under whom tbey had fought j and, 
Ji~e an army fent by divifions Into ft'parate fta
tlOns, were prepared to affemble whenever occJ.fion 
fuould reqUIre their united oper,ltlons or counfds. 

EVERY feparate party had its paft affigned, and 
every fubord1l1ate chieftain his poJfeffions, from 
which hoe was to provide his own fubfiftence, and 
that of his followers. The model of government 
was taken from th 1t of a military fu bordmation, 
and a fief W.i~ the temporary pay of an officer prQ
portioned to his rank. •• There was a dais of the 

people ueftiIJed to military fenolce, another to la
bour, and to cultivate land:. (or tl'e benefit~of their 
+nafters. The officer unproved IllS tenure by 
degrees, firft chJ.nglng a temporary grant mto a 
tenure for hib life j and thl~ alfo, upon the ob. 
fervance of,certain conditions, into a grant In. 

eluding hiS heirs. 

THE rank of the nobles became hereditary in 
every quarter, and fanned a powerful aod perrn,a,. 
pent order of men in every frate. Whtle 5bey Qcld 
d~ people in fervitude, they dlfpytea th,e cltc"lim$ 
of their fovereign; they withdrew t,heir ~tt~ndance 
upon occafion, or turned their arms againfi him • 

• Si>e :Dr. Robertron's HiJtory of Scotland~ B. t. DalryDlr 
p'.t!iit. I1f Feudid T~.ures. 
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They formed a thong -and infurmountable harrier 
againft a general defpotifm in the ftate ; but they 
were themfelves, by means of their warlJke retain
ers, the tyrants of every little dIihitt, and pre
vented the eftablilhment of order, or any regular 
applications of law. They took the advantage' of 
weak reigns or minorillt:!>, to pulh their incroach
ments on the fovereign; or having made the mo
narchy elective, they, by fucceffive treaties and 
ftipulation~ at every eleCtion, limited or under
mined the monarchical power. The prerogatives 
of rhf' prince have be~n, 10 fome mfiances, as ill 
that of the German empire in particular, reduced 
to a mere ti,tIe j and the national union itfelf pre
ferved in the obfervance only of a few infigOlfi
cant formalities. 

WHllltE the contei't of the f<weteign~ and of his 
vaffals, under hereditary and ample prerogatives 
annexed (0 the crown, had a dIfferent iifue, the 
feudal lordlhips were gradually ftript of their 
powers, the noble, were reduced to the ftate of 
fubjecb, and obliged to hold their honours, an<l 
exercife their jurifdittions, in a dependence on the 
prince. It was his fl1ppofed intereft to reduce 
them to a ftate of equal fubjecHon with the peo
ple, ana to extend his own au thority, by refcuing 
the labourer and the dependent (rom the opprff
fions of their immediate fuperiors. 

IN' this project the prin~es of Europe have v"ri
ouQy fl.Jccceckd. While tbey p rotede4 dle~, 

am! 
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and thereby encouritged the practice of commer
cial and lucrative arts, they paved the way for 
defpotifm in the ftate; and with the fame pohcy by 
which they relieved the fil bject from many oppref
fions, they increafed the powers of the crown. 

BUT where the people had, by the conftitution, 
a reprefentative in the government, and a head, 
under which they could avail themfelves of the 
wealth they acquired, and of the fenfe of their per
fonal importance, this policy turRed againft the 
crown; It formed a new power to reftrain the 
prerogative, to eftabhfh the government of law, 
and to exhibit a fpectacle new in th~ hiftory of 
mankind; monarchy mixed with republic, and 
extenfive territory governed, during fome ages, 
Without military force. 

SUCH were the fieps by which the nations ~f 
Ettrope have arrived at their prefene eftablilh
ments: in fome iflftances, they have come to the 
peffeffion of legal confhwrions; in others, to the 
exercife of a_ mitigated defpotifm; or they con
tinue to ftruggle with the tendency which they 
feveraIly have to thefe: different extremes • 

• THE progrefs of empire, in the early ages of 
Europe, threatened to be rapid, and to bury the 
independent {pirit of nations in a grave like that 
wllich the Ottoman conquerors found fo'r rhern
.felvC's, and for the wretched race tftey had" van~' 

quiihcd.. 
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qui4he<i; The R-omans had ,by Oow dcgrai 
exte*d their empi1'e; tbey had made every new 
atcpiJiEiol'l in the: refule of a tedious W3l', and had 
,been 'obliged to plant colonies, and to employ a 

variety of meafuFes, to fecure every new poffd!
iioO. But the feudal fuperior heing animated, 
flOm 'the moment he gained an elbblifumenr, 
wi~h a deflre of extendIng his territory, and of 
enlarging the lift of his . lffals, procured, by 
merely beftowing inveftiture, the annexation of 
new provinces, and b,·came the mafie~ of ftates, 
before independent, withom making any mate
fial \nnovatlQn 10 the form oftheir pohey. 

SEPARATE principalltles were, like the parts of 
an engine, ready to be JOIned, and, like the 
wrought matenals of a bUilding, ready to be 
ereCted. They were in the refult of their il:rllggles 
I- .~ together, or taken at"under WIth facility. 
The independence of weak 1bus was prefer.ed 
only by the mutual jealoufies of the frrong, or by 
the general attention of all to maintain a balance 
Qf power. 

THE happy fyftem of policy on which Eurepcan 
~tes have proceeded in preferving this balance, 

~e, 4egree of,. ~lderation which is.. w adj~i,ag 
MJ~~ ,~r9.~ies» ~~p~~ habitual even to vi4o{ioua 
F powerful moparchies, does honour to ~

l.l;e .. atld,,:nay, pve hope~ of a lafriJ,lgSeliciry, to 
be'derived ;om a prepoffemop~ nc:v~r, perhaps~ 

equalil. 



lqual1y"'ltrbtlg llllln1't furmer period, or 1IntOl'ig 
"1lny number of nariObt, tltat the-fir-it conquerittg 
people will ruin th~, "IS well as their rivals .. 

I T is in fuch frates, perhaps, as in a fabric of 
a large dimenfion, that we can perceive mo~~ 
tinCt:ly the: feveral parts of which a political body 
confiih; and .obferve that concurrence or oppo
fition of interefis t .which ferve to UnIte or to 
feparate different orders of men, and lead t1~m) 
by maintai':ling theu ieveral daims, to eftabliih 
a variety of polItical forms. The finalleft repub
lics, however, confift of parts fimllar to thefe". 
and of members who are aCtuated by a fimilar 
fpirit. They fUlOlOl ex.lmpks of government di
verfified by the cafual combinations of parties~ 
and by the different advanra:5e~ With wluc.h thofe 
parties engage in the conllll:L 

·IN every fonety there is a c..litl<l! fubordination" 
independent of Its formal efbbldhmcnt, <lnd fre
quently adverfe to Its confiltu[lon. While the 
admindhation and the people JiJeak the language 
of i1 particular form, and feem to admit no pre
tenfions to powe't, without a legal nomination· 
m one mftance, or WIthout the advantage,of here
diraTY honours in another, this carual fuborJma
fion., po,ffibly aIifing from the ddlnbution- of 
PlIOpaty. or from fame other circumfiance that 
beftows unequ..t degrees of influence .. .gives the 
iateits ton~ and fixc:s.~ts. charaCter .. 
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THE plebe,ian order at Rome having been lQnI 
confidered as ,of an ",inferior conditioD~ and e~ 
eluded from the higher offices of magiftra£y.) had 
fufficient force, as a body, to get this Invidious 
diftinCtion removed; but the tndlVidual fhll acbng 
,**r the imprefiions of a fubordinare rank, gave 
in ~very compt:tition his fuffrage to a patrician, 
whofe protdtion he had experienced, and whofe 

perfonal authoriry he felt:. By thiS means, the 
afcendency of the parnclan famihesr was, for a 
certain period, as n:gular as it could be made by 
the avowed maxIms of anfiocracy; but the hIgher 
offices of ftate beIng gradually fhared by plebeians, 
the effects of former diftint'tions were ~reventeJ 
or weakened. The laws that were made to adjuft 
the pre ten Ilons of different orders were eafi]y 
eluded, The populace became a faCtion, and 
their allIance was the fureft road to dominion. 
Clodius, by a pretended adoption Into a plebeian 
family, was quahfied [0 be-come wbune of the 
people; and Crefar, by efpoufing the caufe of thr.s 
faCtion, made his way to ufurpanon and tyranny. 

IN fuch fleeting and tranfient (cenes, forms 
of governmeni are only modes of proceeding, 
in wh:"h fucceffive ages differ from one an
other. Faction is ever ready to fcize all ace .... 
fional advanta!:!:cs; and mankiad, wMn in hJzard 

'-

from any party, fddom find a better proteaion 
than th'lt of its rival. Cato united with Pompq
in oppofition to Ca::f.ir, and guarded againft Il~ 

thing. 
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dUng fo much as that reconcili~tion of parties, 
which was in effect to be a co.ination of different 
leaders againft the freedom of the republic. TIm 
illuftriOllS perfonage frood dlftlngUilbed in his age 
like a man among chiMren, and was raired above 
his opponents, as much by the juftnefs of his 
underfrandmg, and the extent of IllS penecTJtion, 
as he was by the manly fortitude and dJlinterdl:ed~ 
nef! with which he ftrove to baffle the defigns of 
a vain and fhildlih ambition, that was operating 
to the rum of mankInd. 

ALTHOUOJl free conftiturions of government 
feldom or never take their rife from the fcheme of 
any fingle projector, yec are they of [en preferved 
by the vigilance, aebvlty, and zeal of lingle men. 
Happy are they who underftand and who ~hure 
this objeCt of care; and happy It is for mankind 
when it is not choft'n too late. Ie has been re· 
ferved to fignalize the lives of a Cato or a BI'utus, 
on the eve of fatal revolmions; to fofter in [terct 
the indignation of Thrafea ilOd Helvidlus; and 
to occupy the reRections of fpeculative men in 
times of corruption. But even in fuch late and 
ineffeaual 'eltamples, it was happy to know, and 
to value, an objetl which is fo important tc man
kind. The purfuit, and the love of it, however 
\mfuccefsful, hili thrown iu priPcipal luftre Oft 

human nature. 
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OJ National Objefts in general, and of EflahlifhmenlS 
and Ma1znrrs relattng to them. 

W HILE the mode of fubordinatIOn is cafual;, 
and forl11~ of government take their rife, 

chiefly from the manner In which the members of 
a fiate have been ollglnally claiTed,'" and from a 
vallery of circulT1fi:.wces that proeme to particular 
order~ of men a fway In their country, there are 
certain objects that clal1n the attention of every 
government, that lead the apprchenflOIls and the 
reafonings of mankind in every [oeiety. and that 
not only furmfh an employment to fiatefinen, but 
in fome me,lIul c tlIreCt the community to thofe 
111fiautJonb, under the authority of which the 
magiftrate holds hiS power. Such are the na
tional defence, the ddhibution of jufrice, the 
prefervation and internal profpenty of the frate. 
If thefe objetts be neglected, we muil apprehend 
that the very fcene in which parties contend for 
powc::r, [UJ privilege, or equality, mull: dJfappear, 
and [ociety itfelf no longer exift. 

THE confideration due to thefe objeCts will be 
pleaded in every public alfembly, and wIll pro
duce, in every polttical conteft, appeals to thac 
common fenfe and opinion of mankind, which, 
ftruggling with the priv,,~e views of individuals, 

and 
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and the claims of party, may b~ confidered as 
the great leglfiator of nations. 

THE mcafures required for the attainment of 
moft national objeCts are connected together, and 
mull: be jOintly puriued; they are often the fame. 
The force which IS prepared for defence agamft 
foreign eneITIlC'S, may be likewifc employed to 

keep the peace at home: The laws made to fe
cure the rIghts and liberties of the people, may 
ferve as encouragements to pOpUlatlOll and com
merce: And every community, wiLhout confi
dering how Its objects may be c1affed or dIil:in
guifhed by fpeculatlve men, IS, in every lI1ftance, 
obhgtli to alfume or to retam that form which JS 

beft fitted to prefervc Its advant.\ges, or to avert 
its misfortunes. 

NATIONS, however, Id(e private men, have 
their faVOUrIte ends, and theIr pnncipal purfuits, 
which divedify theIr manners, as well as their 
eftabldhments. They even ,lttaln to the fame 
ends by different mtans; and, lIke men who 
make their fortune by dIfferent pro(dIions, rcram 
the hablts of their prIncipal callIng 10 every con
dition at which they amve. The Roman.!) be
came wealthy in pur(umg th"ir C'OnGl1efis' j and 
probably, for a certam penod, mcreafed the num
tiers of mankind, while thea d.fpofirlOn to war 
feemed to threaten the earth with defolation. 
Some modern nations proceed to dominion and 

Q.. z. enlarge .. 
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enlargement on the maxims of commerce; and 
while they only intend to accumulate riches at 

home, continue to- gain an imperial afcendan" 
l1broad. 

THE charaeters of the warlIke and tht commer
cial are varioufly combmed: They are formed in 
different degrees by the i nft uence of circurnftances:. 
that more or lefs frequently gIve rife to war, and 
excIte the defire of conqueft:; of cJtcumft:ances~ 
that leave a people in qUIet to improve theIr do
meitic rerources~ or to purchafe, by the frUIts of 
their indu frry, from foreIgners, what their OWQ 

foil and their chmate deny. 

THE members of every community are more or 
lefs occupied with matters of ftate, in proportion
as thefr confhtutlOn admits them to !hare in the 
government, and fummons up their attentIOn to 

objeCts of a publIc nature. A people are culti
vated or unimproved in their talents, in propor
tion as thoft:' talents are employed in the practice 
of arts, and in the afl'airs of fociety ~ They are 
improved or corrupted In theIr manners, in pro
portion as they are encouraged and diretled to aCt: 
on the.maxims of freedom and juftice, or as they 
are degraded into a ftate of meannefs and fervi· 
tude. But whatever advantages are obtained, or 
whatever evils are avoided, by nations, in any of 
thefe important ref peEts, are generally confidere~ 
al mere occafional incidents:· Tobey are feldom 

aclmitted 
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admitted among the objeCts of policy" or entered 
among the reafons of frare. 

WE hazard being treated with ridicule, when 
we reqUIre politIcal eftabJi01ll1ents, merely to 
cultivate the talents of men, and to infpire the 
fentiments of a liberal mind: We murt offet 
fame motive of intereft, or fome hopes of exter
nal advantage, to anllTIate the fmri"uits, or to di. 
rea the meai"ures, of ordinary Inen. They would 
be brave, Ingeniou5" and eloquent, only from 
neceffiry, or for the fJke of profit: They mag
nify the ufes of wealth, populatltm, and the ot~r 
refotJrces of war; but often forget thar thefe are 
of no conlequence without the direetion of able 
capacities, and without the fupports of a national 
vigour. We may expea, therefore., ~p find 
among ftates the bIas to a particular policy taken 
from the regards to public fafety j from the de
fire of fecuring perfonal freedom or private pro
perty; feldom from the confideration of moral 

effects, or from a view to dlF real im,Pfovemen.t 
of mankind. 



SEC T ION IV, 

Of Population and /Penllh. 

WHEN we imagine what the Romans muft: 
have felt when the tidings came that the 

flower of their city had perifhed at Cann::e; when 
we think of what the orarar hold in his mind when 
he [aid, "That the youth among the people was 
f' like the fprIng among the f"eafons;" when Vie 
hear of the joy wIth which the huntiinan and the 
warrior IS adopted, In Amcnca, to fuftaln the ho
nour!. of thl: family and the nation; we are made 
to fed the molt powerful motives to regard the 
incrc.lfe and prefcrvauon of our fellow-crtlzens. 
Interefl:, affeebon, and views of pohcy, combine 
to recommend this object; and it is treated with 
entire negleEt only by the tyrant who mdl:akes his 
own advantage, by the ft.ltefman who trifles With 
tIle charge committed ra his care, or by the people 
who are become corrupted, and who confider their 
fellow-fubjdl:s as rivaJs in interell:, and competi
tors In their lucratl ve purfults. 

AMONG rude {ocleties, a[ld among finall com· 
munitles~in general, who are engaged in frequent 
ftruggles and difficulties, the prefervation and in
crea(~ of their members is a moll: important object. 
The i\merican rates his defeat from the numbers 
of men he has loft, or he c:1hmates his victory from 
thi: prifQners he has made i not from his having 

remained 


