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SECTION I
Of sbe qugftion relating. 29-the Stase of Nature,
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tinued to $'idciaer eftent tharin that of any other
sBimal, Not only the individual advapees fsom
infancy to manhoad, but the fpecies idelf from
rudenefs to civilization. Hence the fuppofed de-
parture of mankind frogy the Rate of cjgyr nature ;
henceaur conjeuresand different opinionsef what
man muft have been in the firlt age of his being.
The poet, the hiftorian, and the moralift frequently
allude so this ancient time, and under the emblems
of gold, or of iron, reprefent a condition, and a
manner of life, from which mankind have either
degenerated, or on wﬁich they have greatly im-
proved. On either fuppofition, the firft ftate of
our nature mud have borne no refemblance to what
men have exhibited ir any fubfequent period; hif-
torical monitments, even of the earlielt date, are to
be confidered a8 novelties ; and the moft conmdl
£ftablithments ol human fociety are to be claffed
among ghe enereachments which fraud, eppref-
§on, or a bufy invention, have made upon the
reign of nature, by which the chief of our griev-
ances or bleflings were pqually wich-held.

Anmont vhe writers Whe have atrempted te dif-
tinguifh, inv the human charalter, its ariginal qua-
Yitics, and to peint out the limits betweeh nature
and art, foie have reprefented mankind in theis
ficfk condition, as paféied of mere animal fenfibi-
mhhommy«mifc o e faculries that render

eth fupériot to the brutes, wichout any political
wrion, without aby means of explaining their fen-

titcents,



Sedt. 1. the State of Mature W 3

timents, and even without poficfing any of the
apprehenfiobs and paffions which the voice and
the gefture are. fo well fitted to exprefs. Others
have made the ftate of nature to confift in perpe-
tual wars kindled by competition for dominion and
intereft, where every individual had a feparate
guarrel with his kind, and where the prefence of
a fellow-creature was the fignal of battle,

Tue defire of laying the foundation of a favour-~
ite fyftem, or a fond expeltation, perhaps, that
we may be able to penetrate the fecrets of nature,
%o the very fource of exiftence, have, on this fub-
je&, led to many fruitlefs inquiries, and given
rife to many wild {uppofitions. Among the various
qualities which mankind poffefs, we fele&t one or
a few particulars on which to eftablith a theory,
and in framing our account of* what man waswn
fome imaginary ftate of nature, we overlook what
he has always appeared within the reach of eur
own obfervation, and in the records of hiftory.

In every other inftance, however, the natural
hiftorian thinks himfelf 6b1ign§ to colie& falls,
not to offer conjeCtures, When he treats of any
particular fpecies of ammals, he fuppofes that their
prefent difpofitions 30d inftin&s are the fame which
they originally had, and that their prefent manner
of life is a contipuance of their firft defimatian.
He admirs, that #is knowledge of the miterial
fv(tem of the world confifts in & colleGion of futa;

B2 or



4 O&F the queftion relating to  Part 1,

or at moft,"n general tenets derived from parti-
cular obfervations and experiments. It is only in
what ‘relates to himfelf, and in mutters the moft
important and the toft cafily known, that he
fubftitutes hypothefis imtead of reality, and cen-
founds the provinces of imagination and reafon,
of poetry and fcience.

BuT without entering any further on queftibns
either in moral or phyfical fubjeéts, relating to the
manner or to the origin of our knowledge; with-
out any difparagementto that fubulty which would
analyfe every fentiment, and trace every mode of
being to its fource; it may be fafely affirmed,
That the character of man, as he now exifts, that
the laws of his animal and 1ntelleCtual fyftem, on
which his happinefs now depends, deferve our prin-
cipal ftudy ; and that general principles relating to
this or any other fubjeét, arc ufeful only fo far as
they are founded on juft obfervation, and lead to
the knowledge of important confequences, or fo
far as they enable us to all with fuccefs when we
would apply either the intellectual or the phyfical
powers of nature, to the purpofes of human life.

Ir both the earlieft and the lateft accounts col-
leCted from every quarter of the earth, reprefent
mankind as affembled in troops and companies ;
and the individual always joined by affeftiomn to
party; while he is poffibly oppofed to another;
tmployed in the exercife of recolleétion and fore-

ﬁgh,t i
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fight; inclined to communicate his own fensi-
ments, and to be made acquaipted with thofe of
others; thefe faéts muft be admitted as the founda-
tion of all our reafoning relative to man, His
mixed difpofition to friepdghip or enmity, his rea-
fon, his ufe of language ang articulate founds, like
the fhape and the erect pofition of his body, are to
be confidered as fo many acttributes of his nature :
t#ey are to be retained in his defcription, as the
wing and the paw are in that of the eagle and the
lion, and as different degrees of fiercenefs, vigi-
lance, timidity, or fpeed, have a place in the na-
tural hiftory of different animals,

Ir the queftion be put, What the mind of man
could pertorm, when left to 1tfelf, and witheat the
aid of any foreign direltion? we are to look for
our anfwer in the hiftory of magkind. Particylar
experiments which have been found fo ufeful in
eftablithing the principles of other {ciences, could
probably, on this fubjeét, teach us nothing im-
portant, or new: We are to take the hiftory of
every acive being from his conduét in the fituation
to which he is formed, not from his appearance in
any forced or uncommon condition; a wild man
therefore, caught in the woods, where he had al-
ways lived apart from his fpecies, is a fingular in-
ftance, not a fpecimen of any general charaéter.
As theanatomy of the eye which had never received
the impreflions of light, or that of an ear which had
pever felt the impulfe of founds, wotlld probably

B3 exhibit
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exhibit defetts in the very firucture of the organs
themfelves, arifing from their not being applied to
their proper funétions; fa any parricular cafe of this
fort would only fhew in what degree the powers of
apprehenfion and fentjmgnt could exift-where they
had not been employed, and what would be the
defeéts and imbecilities of aheart in which the emo-
tions that arife in fociecy had never been felt.

Mankinp are to be taken in groupes, as th.cy
have always fubfifted. The hiltory of the individu-
al is but a detail of the fentiments and the thoughts
he has entertained in the view of his fpecxcs : and
every experiment relative to this fubjeét thould be
made with entre focieties, not with fingle men,
We have every reafon, however, to believe, that
in the cafe of fuch an experiment made, we fhall
fuppofe, with a cplony of children tranfplanted
from the nurfery, and left to form a fociety apart,
untaught, and undifciplined, we fhould only have
the fame things repeated, which, in fo many dif-
ferent parts of the earth, have been tranfatted al-
readv. The members of our little fociety would
‘feed and {leep, would' herd together and play,
would have a language of their own, would quar-
rel and divide, would be to one another the moft
important objelts of the fcene, and, in the ardour
of ‘their friendfhips and competitions, would over-
Yook their perfonal danger, and fufpend the care
of their fclf-prefervation. Has nat the human
race been planted like the colony in queftion ?

Wha
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Who has direGed their courfe ? whofe inftru&ion
have they heard? or whofe example have they
followed ?

Narure, therefore, we fhall prefume, having
given tq every amymal it mode of exiftence, its
difpofitions and manner of life, has dealt equally
with the human race, and the natural hiftorian
who would collect the properties of this fpecies,
may fill up every article now as well as he could
have done in any former age. attainments of
“the parent do” not defcend in the blood of his
children, nor is the progrefs of man to be confi-
dered as a phyfical muration of the fpecies. The
individual, in every age, has the fame race to run
from infancy to manhood, and every infant, or ig-
norant perfon, now, is a model of what man was in
his original ftate. He enters on his career with ad-
vantages peculiar to his age ; but his natural talent
is probably thedame. The ufe and apphication of
this talent is changing, and men continue their
works in progreffion through many ages together:
They build en foundations laid by their anceftors ;
and in a fucceflion of years, tend to' a perfeétion in
the applicatjon of their fact%ic.s, to which the aid
of long experience is required, and to whichgmany
generations muft have combined their endeavours.
We obferve the progrefs they have madg; we dif-
tinctly enumerate many of its fteps; we can trace
them back to a diftant antiquity; of which no re-
cord remains, nor any monument is preferved, to
B4 inform
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inform us what were the opemings-of this wonder-
ful fcene. The eonfequence is, that inftead of at-
tending to the character of our fpecies, where the
particulars are vouched by the fureft authority,
we endeavour to trace if through ages and fcenes
#upknown ; and, inftead of fuppofing that the be-
-@inning of our ftory was nearly of a piece with the
fequel, we think ourfelves wasranted to reject every
circumftance of our prefent condition and frarfie,
as adventitious,*and foreign to our nature. The
Progrefsof'mankind,from afuppofed ftateof animal
fenfibility, to the attainment of reafon, to the ufe
of language, and to the habit of fociety, has been
accordingly painted with a force of imagination,
and its fteps have been marked with a boldnefs of
invention, that would tempt us to admit, among the
materials of hiftory, she fuggeftians of fancy, and
to veceive, perhap$, as the model of our nature in
its original ftate, fome of the anigpals whofe fhape
has the greatelt refemblance to ours

It would be ridiculous to affirm, as a difcovery,
that the fpecies of the horfe was probably never
the fame with phat of the lion; yet, in oppofition
to what has droppe‘ from “the pen®of emunent
wrigers, we are obliged te obferve, that men have
always ap'pcared amonpg ammals a diftin and 2 fu-
perior race; that neither the pofleffion of fimilar
prgans, nor the approximatian of fhape, nor the ufe

' Rouffean fur Uorigine de !'inegalir& purmi les hommes.
‘ of
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of the hand ®, nor the conrinued intercourfe ‘with
this fovereign artift, has enabled any other fpecies
to blend their nature or their inventions with his;
that, in his rudeft ftate, he is found to be above
them ; and in his greateft degeneracy, never de-
fcends to their level. Heus, in fhort, a man in
every condition ; and we can learn nothing of his
nature from the analogy of other ammalg. If we
wolld know hlm,‘c muft attend to himfelf, to the
courfe of his life, and the tenour of his condu&.
With hun the foclety appears to be as old as the
individual, and the ufe of the tongue as univerfal
as thar of the Hand or the foag. If there was a time
in which he had lis acquaintance with lus own
fpecies to make, and his faculucs to acquire, 1t 1s
a time of which we have no record, and in relation
to which our opinions €an ferve no purpole, and
are fupported by no gvidence.

WE are often tempted 1nto thele boundlefs re-
gions of ignorance or conjeéture, by a fancy which
delights in creaung rather th¢n in mercly retaining
the forms which are prefented before it: we are the
dupes ox"&fghgtﬂyg,. which progufes to fupply every
defect of eyr ‘ignq};;\cdge, and, by filling up a few
blanks in the ftbry-of nature, pretends to condud®
Qur apprchmﬁyn nearer to the fource of exiftence:
On the credit’of a few obfervations, we are apt to
prefume, that the- fecret may foon be faid open,

_* Traité de P'efprit.
and
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and that what is termed wifdom in nature, may be
referred to the operation of phyfical powers. We
forget that phyfical powers employed in fucceffion
or together, and combined to a falutary purpofe,
conftitute thofe very groofs of defign from which
we infer the exiftencgof God; and that this truth
being once admitted, we are no longer to’ fearch
for the fource of exiftence ; we can only colle¢t the
laws which the Author of ngtuke has eftablifked ;
and in our lateft as we}l as our earlieft difcoveries,
only perceive a mode of creation or providence
before unknown.

We fpeak of art as diftinguithed from nature;
but art itfelf is natural to man. He is in fome
meafure the artificer of s own frame, as well as of
his fortune, and is deftined, from the firft age of
bis being, to invent and contrive, He applies the
fame talents to a variety of purpofes, and aéts near-
ly the fame part in very different fcenes. He would
be always improving on his fubjec, and he carries
this intention wherever he moves, through the
firects of the populous city, or the wilds of the
foreft. While he appears equally fitted to every
condition, he is upon this account unablie to fettle
in any, At once obftinate and fickle, he complains
éf innovations, and is never fated with novelty.
He is perpetually bufied in reformgations, and 1s
continually wedded to his errors. If he dwell in
a cave, he would improve it into a cottage; if he
has alrcady built, he would ftill build to a greater

exwent,
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extent. But he does not propofe 1o make rapid and
hafty tranfitions; his ftepsare progreffiveand flow;
and his force, hke the power of afpring, filently
prefies on every refiftapce; an effeft is fometimes
produced before the caufe is perceived ; and with
all his talent for proje@ts, h& work is often accom-
plithed before the plan is devifed. It appears,
perhaps, equally difficult to retard or to quicken
his gace; if the projector complain he is tardy, the
moralift thinks him unftable; and whether his mo-
tions be rapid or flow, the fcenes of human affairs
perpetually change in hus management: His em-~
blem is a pafling ftream, not a ftagnating pool.
We may defire to diret his love of improvement
to 1ts proper obje@, we may with for flability of
condué; but we ;miftake human nature, 1f we with
for a termination of labour, or a fcene of repofe,

THE occupations of men, in every conditiod,
befpeak their freedom of choice, their various
opinions, and the multiplicity of wants by which
they are urged : but they enjoy, or endure, with a
fenfibility, or a phlegm, which are nearly the fame
in every fitvation. They poflefs the thores of the
Cafpian, or the Atlantic, by a different tenure, but
with equal eafe. On the one they are fixed 10 the
foil, and feem to be formed for fetclement, and the
accommodation of cities: The names they beftow
pn a nation, and on its territory, are the fame,
On the other they are mete animals of paflage,

prepared to roam on the face of the carth, and with
their
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their herds, in fearch of new pafturé-and favourable
feafons, to follow'the fun in his annual courfe.

Man finds his lodgment alike in the cave, the
cottage, and the palace; and his fubfiftence equal-
ly in the woods, in Bfe dairy, o the farm. He
affumes the diftinction of utles, equipage, and
drefs ; he devifes regular fyftems of government,
and a complicated body of laws; or naked ip the
woods has no badge of fuperiority but the ftrength
of his limbs and the fagacity of his mind; no rule
of condué but choice, no tie with his fellow-crea-
tures but affection, the love of company, and the
defire of fafety. Capable of a great vaniety of arts,
yet dependent on none 1n particular for the prefer-
vation of his being; to whatever length he has
carried his artifice, there he feems to enjoy the
conveniences tl}_at fuit his nature, and to have
found the condition to which he 1s deftined. The
tree which an American, on the banks of the
Oroonoko ™, has chofen to climb for the retreat,
and the lodgment of his famuily, is to him a con-
venient dwelling.  The fopha, the vaulted dome,
and the colonade, do not more effetually content
their native inhabitant,

Ir we are afked therefore, Where the ftate of
nature is to be found? we may anfwer, It is here;
and it matters not whether we ure underflood to
fpeak in the ifland of Great Britain, at the Cape of

* Latfau mceurs des fauvages.

Good
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Good Hope, or the Straits of Magellan. While

this adtive being is in the train of employing his
talents, and of operating on the fubjects around
him, all fituations are equally natural. If we are
told, That vice, at leaft, is contrary to nature; we
may anfwer, It is worfe; itYs tolly and wretched-
nefs. But if nature is only oppofed to art, 1n what
fituation of the human race are the footfteps of
art anknown? In the, condition of the favage, as
well as 1n that of the citizen, are many proofs of
human invention ; and in either is not in any per-
manent ftation, but a mere ftage through which
this travelling being is deftined to pafs. If the
palace be unnatural, the cotrage is fo no lefs; and
the higheft refinements of political and moral ap-
prehenfion, are not more artificial in their kind,
than the firft operations of fentiment and reafon.

Ir we admit that man is fufceptible of improve-
ment, and has in himfelf a principle of progreffion,
and a defire of perfetion, it appears improper to
fay, that he has quitted the ftate of his nature,
when he has begun to proceed ; or that he finds a
ftation for which he was not intended, while, hke
other animals, he only follows the difpofitian, and
employs the powers that nature has given.

Tus lateft efforts of human invention afe but 2
continuation of certain devices which were prac-
tifed in the earlieft ages of the world, and in the
rudeft ftate of mankind, What the favage pro-

icﬁs,
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Jetls, or obferves, in the foreft, are the fteps which
led nations, more advanced, from the architeéture
of the cottage to that of the palace, and conduéted
the human mind from the perceptions of fenfe, to
the general conclufions of {cience.

AcgnowLepgeED defells are to man in every
condition matter of diflike. Ignorance and imbe-
cility arc objects of contempt: penetration, and
conduct give eminence, and'procure efteem, Whi-
ther thould his feelings and apprehenfions on thefe
fubjetts lead him ! To a progrefs, no doubt, 1n
which the favage, as well as the philofopher, is
engaged ; in which they have made different ad-
vances, but in which their ends are the fame. The
admiration which Cicero entertained for literature,
eloquence, and civil accomplifhments, was not
more real than that of a Scythian for fucha meafure
of fimilar endowments as his own apprehenfion
could reach. ¢ Were 1 to boaft,” fays a Tartar
prince®, ¢ it would be of that wifdom I have re-
s« cerved from God. For as, on the one hand, 1
«¢ yield to none in the conduct of war, 1n the dif-
<« pofition of armies,-whether of horfe or of foot,
«¢ and in direting the movements of greator finall
¢« bodies; fo, on the other, 1 have my talent in
<« writing, inferior perhaps only to thofe who in-
<¢ habit the great cities of Perfia or India. Of othes
<« nations, unknown to me, I do not fpeak.”

* Abulgaze Bahadur Chan; Iiftory of the Tartars.
Man
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Man may miftake the obje@s of his purfuir;
he may mifapply his induftry, and mifplace his
improvements. If, under a fenfe of fuch poffible
errors, he would find 3 ftandard by which to judge
of his own proceedings, and armve at the beft ftate
of his nature, he cannot ﬁn%it perhaps in the prac-
tice of any individual, or of any nation whatever;
not even in the fenfe of the majority, or the pre-
vaiJing opinion of his kind. He muft look for it
in the beft conceptions of his underftanding, in
the beft movements of his heart; he muft chence
difcover what is the perfe¢tion and the happihefs
of which he is capable. He will find, on the
fcrutitx, that the proper ftate of his nature, taken
in this fenfe, is not a condition from which man-
kind are for ever removed, but one to which they
mmay now attain ; not prior to the exercife of their
faculties, but procured by their juft application.

Or all the terms that we employ n treating of
human affairs, thofe of #atural and unnatural are
the leaft determinate 1n their meaning.  Oppofed
to affeGation, frowardnefs, or any other defe& of
the temper or character, the natural is an epithet
of praife; but employed to fpecify a condu
which proceeds from the nature of man, can ferve
to diftinguith nothing: for all the aétions of men
are equally the refult of their nature. At moft,
this language can only refer to the general and
prevailing fenfe or prattice of mankind; and the
purpofe of every important inquiry on this fubje

3 may
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may be ferved by the ufe of 2 language equally
familiar and more precife. What is juft, or anjuft?
What is happy or wretched, in the manners of
men ? 'What,in their various fituations, 1s favour-
able or adverfe to their amiable qualities ? are
queftions to which we may expe& a fansfactory
anfwer; and whatever may have been the original
ftate of our fpecies, it is of more importance to
know the condition to which we ourfelves fhould
afpire, than that which our anceftors may be fup-
poftd to have left.

SECT.
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SECT IL
Of the principles of Self-prefervation.

F in human nature therd are qualities by which
itis dlﬁmgulfhcd from every other part of the
animal creation, this nature itfelf is in different
clingates and in dlﬂ"cfent ages greatly diverfified.
‘The varieties merit our attention, and the courfe
of every fiream into which this mighty current
divides, deferves to be followed to its fource. It
appears neceflary, however, that we attend to the
univerfal qualities of our nature, before we regard
its varieties, or attempt to explain differences con-
fifting in the unequal pofieflion or application of
difpofitions and powers that are in fome meafure
eommon to all mankind.

Man, like the other animals, I‘las certain inftinc~
tive propenfities, which, prior to the perception
of pleafure or pain, and prior to the experience of
what is pernicious or ufeful, lead him to perform
many functions which terminate in himfelf, or
have a relation to his fellow-creatures. He has
one fet of difpofitions which tend o his animal
prefervation, and to the continuance of his race ;
another which lead to fociety, and by ialifting
him on the fide of one tribe or community, fre-
quently engage him in war and contention with the

reft of mankind. His powers of difcernmént, or
C his
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his intellettual faculties, which, under the appel-
lation of reafon, are diftinguifhed from the analo-
gous endowments of other animals, refer to the
objetts around him, either as they are {ybjects of
mere knowledge, or as they are fubjects of appro-
bation or cenfure. Hefis formed not only to know,
but likewife to admire and to contemn ; and thefe
proceedings of his mind have a principal reference
to his own charatter, and to that of his fellhow-
creatures, as being the fubjefts on which he is
chiefly concerned to diftinguifh what is right from
what is wrong. He enjoys his felicity likewife on
certain fixed and determinate conditions; and
cither as an individual apart, or as a member of
civil fociety, muft take a particular courfe, in order
to reap the advantages of his nature. He is,
withal, in a very high degree*fufceptible of habits ;
and can, by forbearance or exercife, fo far weaken,
confirm, or even diverfify his talents, and his dif~
pofitions, as to appear, in a great meafure, the ar-
biter of his own rank In nature, and the author of
all ‘the varieties which are exhibited in the atual
hiftory of his fpecies. The univerfal charatterif-
tics, in the mean time, to which we have now
referred, muft, when we would treat of any part of
this hiftory, gpnttitute the firft fubje& of our at-
tention ; and they require net only to be enume-
rated, bot.to be diftinétly confidered.

Tar difpofitions which tend to the prefervation

of theandividual, while they continue to operate
i
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in the manner of inftinctive defires, are neatly thé
fame 1n man that they are in the other anunals:
-Butin him they are fooner or later combined with
reflection and forefight; they give rife to his appre-
henfions on the fubject of property, and make him
acquainted with ¢hat objet of care which he calls
his intereft. Without the inftinéts which teach the
beaver and the fquirrel, the ant and the bee, to
make up their little Boards for winter, at firft im-
provident, and, where no immediate obje&t of
paffion s near, addifed to flothy he becomes, 1n
procefs of tume, the great ftoremafter among ani-
hals. He finds in a provifion of wealth, which he
is probably never to employ, an objett of his
greateft folicitudey and the principal 1dol of his
mind. He apprehengds a relation between his per-
fon and his property, which renders what he calls
his own in a manner a part of himlelf, a con&itucm:‘
of his rank, his condition, and his tharafter, in
which, independent of any real enjoyment, he may
be fortunate or unhappy; and, independent of any
perfonal merit, he may be an objeét of confidera-
tion or neglet; and in which he may be wounded
and injured, while his petfon is.fafe, and every
want of his nature 1s completely fupplied.

In thefe apprehigpfions, while othet paffiong
only operate occafionally, the interefted find the
objet of their ordinary cares ; their motive to the
praftice of mech#Ric and commercial ares their
tempration to trefpafs on the laws of juftice; 4nd,

i C when
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when extremely corrupted, the price of their pro-
ftitutions, and the ftandard of their opinions on
the fubje& of good and of evil. Under this in-
fluence, they would enter, if not reftrained by the
laws of civil fociety,,on a fcene of violence or
meannef$, which wm(ld exhibit our fpecies, by
turns, under an afpe&t mote terrible and odious,
or more vile and contemptible, than that of any
animal which inherits the eirth. ‘

AvtHoucH the confideration of intereft is
founded on the experience of animal wants and
defires, its object 1s not ro gratify any particular
appetite, but to fecure the means of gratifying all;
and it impofes frequently a refyraint on the very
defires from which it arﬁ more powerful and
more fevere than thofe of religion or duty. It
Arifes from the ‘principles of felf-prefervation in
the human frame; but is a corruption, ot at leaft
a partial refult, of thofe principles, and is upon
roany accounts very improperly termed felf-love.

Love is an affeftion which carries the artention
of the mind beyond itfelf, and is the {enfe of a re-
lation to fome fellow-creature as to its object.
Being a complacency and a continued fatisfaction

#n this obje@, it has, indepgadent of any external
event, and in the midft of difappointment and for-
row, pleafures and triumphs unknown to ‘thofe
wh are guided by mere con ¥k rations of interctt;
in gvery change of condition, it continues entirely

e ditin®
/{\d&" ke st ‘_"*\
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ditin& from the femtiments which we feel on the
fubjet of perfonal fuccefs or adverfity. Bur as
the care a man entertains for his own intereft, and
the attention his affetion makes him pay to that
of another, may have ﬁmllar £elts, the one on
his own fortune, the other on that of his fr iend,

we confound the principles from which he ats;
we fuppofe that they are the fame in kiad, only
referred to different objells ; and we not only
mifapply the name of love, in conjunttion with
felf, but, in a manner tending to degrade our na-
ture, we limit the aim of this fuppofed felfith affec-
tion to xhc fecuring or accumulating the conftitu-
ents of intereft, or the means of mere animal life.

It is fomewhat remarkable, that notwithftand-
ing men value themfelves fo much on qualities of
the mind, on parts, learning and wit, on courage;
" generofity, and honour, thofe men are fiill fuppo-
fed to be in the higheft degree felfith or attentive
to themfelves, who are moft careful of aniinal life,
and who are leaft mindful of rendering that life an
object worthy of care. It will be difficult, how-
ever, to tell why a good undcr&andmg, a refolute
and generous mind, fhould not, by every man in
his femfes, he reckoned as much parts of himfelf,
as either his ftomach ¢ his palate, and much more
than his eftate or his drefs. The epicure, who eon-
fydts his phyfician, how he may reftore his relgh
for food, and, by cteating an appetite, renew his
enjoyment, might at leatt with an equal fegard to

C 3 himlelf,
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himfelf, confult how he' might frepgthen bis affec-
thon ta a parent or a child, to his country or to
mankind ; and it is probable that an appeute of
this fort would prove a fource of ¢njoyment not
lefs than the former,

By our fuppofed felfifh maxims, notwithftand-
ing, we generally exclude from among the objecls
of our perfonal cares, many of the happieff and
more refpeéable qualities of human nature. We
copfider affedion and courage as mere follies, that
lead *us to neglelt or expole ourfelves; we make
wifdom confift in a regard to our intereft; and
without explaining what interelt means, we would
fave it underftood as the only reafonable motive
of action with mankind. There is even a fyftem
of philofophy founded upan ‘tenets of this fort, and
fucheis our opinion of what men are likely to da
upon felfifh principles, that we think it muft have
a tendency very dangerous to virtue. But the
errors of this fyftem do not confift fo much in ge-
neral principles, as in their particular applications;
not fo much in teaching men to regard themfelves,
as in lcading them to forget, that their happieft
affeftions, their candour, and their independence
of mind, are in reality parts of themfelves.  And
the adverfaries of this fuppo'%ed felfith philofophy,
where it makes felf-love ihe ruling paffion wit
mahkind, have had reafon to find faplt, not fo
much with its general reprefentaions of human

necure,
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pature, s with the obtrufion of a mere innovation
in languagedor a difcovery in {cience.

WhHaeN the vulgar fpeak of their different mo-
tives, they are fatisfied with ordinary names, which
refer to known and obvious diftinétions. Of this
kind are the terms denevalence and felfifbnefs, by the
firft of which they exprefs their friendly affeligns,
and by the fccond their intereft, The fpeculative
are not always fatisficd with this proceeding; they
would analyze, as well as enumerate the princi-
ples of nature; and the chance is, that, merely to
gain the appearance of fomething newy without
any profpect of real advantage, they will attempr,
to change the application of words. I the cafe®
before us, they have actually found, that benevo-
lence is no more than a {pecies of felf-love; and
would oblige us, if poffible, to look out for a new
fet of names, by which we may diftinguith the
felfifhnefs of the parent when he takes care of his
child, from¥is felfithnefs when he only rakes care
ofhimfelf. For, according to this phile{ophy, as
in both cafes he only means to gratify a defire of
his own, be is in both cafes equally felfith. The
term benevelent, in the mean time, is notemployed -
to ¢ erife perfons wigo have no defires of their
own, but perfons whofe own defires prompt them
to procure the welfare of others, The fad is, that
we fhould riced only a frefh fupply of language,
inftead of that which by this feeming difcovery we
fhould haye loft, in order to make our reafonings

i ﬂm ‘m C4 proceed
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proceed as they formerly did. But it is eertainly
impofiible to live and to aft with men,Without em-
ploying different names to diftinguifh the humane
from the cruel, and the benevolent from the felfith.

Tuese terms have their equivalents in every
t 1e ; they were invented by men of no refine-
mellt, who only meant to exprefs what they dif-
tin&ly perceived, or ftrongly felt. And ifa man of
fpeculation fhould prove, that we are felfith in a
fenfe of his own, it does not follow that we are fo
in the fenfe of the vulgar; or, as ordinary men
would urerftand his conclufion, that we are con-
demned in every inftance to aét on motives of in-
“tereft; covetoulnefs, pufillanimity, and cowardice;
for fuch is conceived to be the ordinary import of
felfithnefs in the chara&er of man.

<A affeftion or paflion of any kind is fometimes
faid to give us an intereft in its obje€ ; and huma-
nity itfelf gives an intereft in the wélfare of man-
kind. This term interef, which commonly implies
little more than our property, is fometimes put for
utility in general, and this for happinefs; info-
much, that, under thefe ambiguities, it is not fur-
prifing we are ftill unablggo determine, whether in-
tereft is the only motive of human altion, and
the ftandard by which to diftinguith our good
from our ill.

So much is faid in this place, not from 3 defire
10 partake In any fuch controverfy, but merely
' 10
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to confine the meaning of the term intereff to its
moft common acceptation, and to intimate a de-
fign to employ it in exprefling thofe objeéts of care
which refer to our external condition, and the
prefervation of our animal nature. 'When taken
in this fenfe, it will not furely be thought to com-
prehend at once 3ll the motives of human conduét.
If men be not allowed to have difinterefted bene-
volence, they will not be denied to have difinte-
refted paffions of another kind. Hatred, indigna=
tion, and rage, frequently urge them to a& in op-
pofition to their known intereft, and even to ha-
zard their lives, without any hopes of compenfi-
tion in any future returns of prefcrmcnt or Pﬁﬁt,

SECT.
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SECT. L
Of the pringiples of Union among Mankind.

AwkinDp have always wandered or fettled,

agreed or quarrelled, in troops and com-

panies. The caufe of their affembling, whatever
i be, is the principle of their alliance or union.

I collefting the materials of hiftory, w&are
{eldom willing to put up with our fubjet merely
as we find it. We gre loth to be embarraflfed with
a multiplicity of particulars, and apparent 1ncon-
fitencies. In theory we profcfs the inveftigation
of gaperal prmcxplcs, and in order to bnng the
matter of our inquiries within the reach of our
comprchenﬁon, are dxfpofed to adopt any fyftemn,
’Iﬁuwn treating of human affairs, we would draw
every confequence from a principle of union, or
a principle of diffenfion. The ftate of nature is a
ftate of war, or of amity, and men are made to
unite from a principle of affettion, or from a prin-
ciple of fear, as is moft {uitable to the fyftem of
different writers. The hiftory of our fpecies indeed
abundantly fhews, that they are to one another
mutual objets both of fear and of love; and they
who would prove them to have been originally
either in a ftate of alliance, or of war, have ar-
-guments in ftore to maintain their affertions.
Our attachment to one divifion, or to ene fe&,
feems often to derive much of its force from an

animofity
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animofity conceived to an oppofite one: And this
animofity in its turn, as often arifes from a zepl
in behalf of ghe fide we efpoufe, and from adefire
to vindicate the rights of opr party.

¢« Maw is born in fociety,” fays Montefquieu,
¢ and there he remains.” The charms that detain
him are known to be manifold. Together with
the parental affection, which, inftead of deferting
the adult, as among the brutes, embraces more
clofe, as 1t becomes mixed with efteem, and the
memory of its early efieéts; we may reckon a pro-
Penﬁty common to man and other animals, to mix
with the herd, and, withaut reflection, to follow
the croud of his fpecies.  What this propenfity
was in the firft moment of its operation, we know
not; but with men accuftomed to company, its
enjoyments and difappointments are reckoned
among the principal pleafures or pains of hunfan
life. Sadnefs and nelancholy are conne&ed with
folitude; gladnefs and pleafure with the concourfe
of men. The track of a Laplander on the fnowy
fhore, gives joy to the lonely mariner; and the
mwute figns of cordiahty and kindnefs which are
made to bim, awaken the memory of pleafures
which he felt in fociety. In fine, fays the writer
of a voyage to the North, after defcribing 2 mute
fcene of this fort, «« We were extremely pleafed tp
f¢ converfe with men, fince in thirteen monghs we
t¢ had feen no human creature®.” But we need

* ColleQtion of Dutch voyages.
no
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no remote obfervation to confirm this pofition :
The wailings of the infant, and the languors of
the adult, when alone; the lively joys of the one,
and the chearfulnefs of the other, upon the return
of company, are a fufficient proof of its folid
foundations in the frame of our nature,

In accounting for altions we often forget that
we ourfelves have acted ; and inftead of the fanti-
ments which ftimulate the mind in the prefence of
its objeét, we aflign as the motives of condutt
with men, thole confiderations which occur in the
hours of retirement and cold refle¢tion. In this
mood frequently we can find nothing important,
befides the deliberate profpects of intereft; and a
great work, like that of forming fociety, mutt in
our apprehenfion arife from deep reflections, and
be carried on witha view to the advantages which
mankind derive from commerce and mutual fup-
port, Burt neither a propenfity to mix with the
herd, nor the fenfe of advantages enjoyed in that
condition, comprehend all the principles by which
men are united together. Thofe bands are even
of a feeble texturg, when compared to the refolute
ardour with which a man adheres to his friend,
or to his tribe, after they have for fome time run
the career of fortune together. Mutual difcoveries
of generofity, joint trials of fortitude, redouble the
ardotts of friendfhip, and kindle a flame in the
human breaft, which the confiderations of perfonal
jntereft or fafety cannot fupprefs. The moftJively

6 tran{pBres
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tranfports of joy are feen, and the loudeft fhrieks
®f defpair are heard, when the obje@s of a tender
affe@tion are beheld in a ftate of triumph or of fuf-
fering. An Indian recovered his friend unexpe@-
edly on the ifland of Juan Fernandes: He pro®
ftrated himfelf on the ground, at his feet: ¢« We
«¢ ftood gazing in filence,” fays Dampier, ¢ at this
« tender fcene,”  1f we would know what is the
re¥gion of a wild American, whatitisin his heart
that moft refembles devotion : it is not his fear of
the forcerer, nor his hope of protection from the
fpirits of the air or the wood ; it is the ardent affec~
tion with which he fele@s and embraces his friend;
with which he clings to his fide in every feafon of
peril; and with which he invokes his {pirit from
a diftance, when dangers furprife him ‘alone®,
‘Whatever proofs we may have of the focial difpo-
fition of man in familiar and contiguous fcenes,
it is poffibly of importance, to draw our obferva-
tions from the examples of men who live in the
fimpleft condition, and who have not learned to
affet what they do not actually feel.

MeRrE acquaintance and habirude nourifh affec-
tion, and the experience of fociety brings every
paffion of the human mind upon its fide. Its tri-
umphsand profperities, its calamities and diftreffes,
bring a variety and a force of emotion, which can
only have place in the company of our fellow-crea-
tures. It is here that a man is made to forget his

* Chaglevoix; Hift. of Canada.
weaknefs,
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weaknefs, his cares of fafety, and his fubfiftence
and to aét from thofe paﬁ'xons which make him difi§
cover his force. It is here he finds that his ar-
rows fly f{wilter than the eagle, and his weapons
Wwound deeper than the paw of the lion,or the tooth
ofthe boar. Itis not alone his fenfe of a fupport
which is near, nor the loveof diftinction in the opi-
nion of his tribe, that infpire his courage, or fwell
his heart with a confidence that exceeds what ‘his
navaral force fhould beftow. Vehement paflions of
anirtiofity or attachment are the firflt exertions of
vigour in his breaft; undes their influence, every
cotifideration, but that of his object, is forgotten ;
dangers and difficulties only excite him the more.

Tuat condition is furely favourable to the na-
ture of any being, in which his force 1s increafed ;
and if courage be the gift of fociety to man, we
have reafon to confider his unton with his fpecies
as the nobleft part of his fortune. From this fource
ate.derived, not only the force, but the very exift-
ence of his happieft emotions; not only the better
part, but almoft the whole of his rational charac-
ter. Send him to the defert alone, he is a plant
torn from his roots: the form indeed may remain,
but every faculty droops and withers ; the human
perfonage and the human charalter ceafe to exift.

Mex are fo far from valuing focicty on account
of its mere external conveniencits, that they are
commonly moft atgached where thofe convenien-

5 Hes
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cies are leaft frequent; and are there moft faithe
ful, where the tribute of their allegiance is paid in
blood. Affettion operates with the greateft force,
where it meets with the greateft difficulties : In the
breatt of the parent, it is moft {olicitous amidft the
dangers and diftreffes of the child: In the bregit
of a man, its flame redoubles where the wrongs
or fufferings of his friend, or his country, require
hiwaid. It is, in fhorr, from this principle alone
that we can acabunt for the obftinate attachment
of a favage to his unfettled and defencelefs tribe,
when temptations on the fide of eafe and of fafery
might induce him to fly from famine and danger,
to a ftation more afflaent, and more fecure.
Hence the fanguine affe€tion which every Greek
bore to his country, and hence the devoted patri-
otifm of an early Roman. Let thofe examples be
compared with the {pirit whiche«eigns in a com»
mekcial ftate, where men may be fuppofed to have
experienced, in its full extent, the intereft which
individuals have in the prefervation of their coun-
try. It is here indeed, if ever, that man is fome-
times found a detached and a folitary beings: he
has found an obje& which fets him in competition
with his fellow-creatures, and he deals with them as
he does with his cattle and his foil, for the fake of
the profits they bring. The mighty engine which
we fuppofe to have formed fociety, only*tcnds to
fet its members at variance, or to continue their in.
tercourfe aftér the bands of affection are broken,

SECT.
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SECT. IV.
Of the principles of War and Diffenfion.

¢ Here are fome circumftances in the lot
o of mankind,” fays Socrates, ¢ that fhew
¢ them to be deftined to friendfhip and amity :
¢ Thofe are, their mutual need of each other;
¢ their mutual compaffion; theig fenfe of mutual
¢¢ benefits ; and the pleafures arifing in company.
¢ There are other circumitances which prompt
¢« thein to war and diffenfion; the admiration and
¢« the defire which they entertain for* the fame
¢ fubjefts; their oppolite pretenfions; and the
¢« provocations which they mutually offer in the
¢ courfe of their competitions.”

Waen we endeavour to appl‘y the maximy of
natural juftice to the folution of difficult queftions,
we find that fome cafes may be fuppofed, and ac«
tually happen, where oppofitions take place, and
are lawful, prior to any provocation, or at of in-
juftice ; that where the fafety and prefervation of
numbers are mutually inconfiftent, one party may
erhploy his right of defence, before the other has
begun an attack. And when we join with fuch
examples, the inftances of miftake, and mifunder-
ftandingy to which mankind are expofed, we may
be fatisfied that war does not always proceed from
an intention to injure; and that even the beft qua-

lkies
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lities of men, their candour, as well as their re-
folution, may operate in the midft of their quar-
rels.

TrerE is ftill more to be obferved on this fub-
Ject,  Mankind not only, find in their condition
the fources of variance and diffenfion; they ap-
pear to have in their minds the feeds of animofity,
and tg embrace theoccafions of mutual oppofition,
with alacrity and pleafure. In thc moft pacific
fituation, there are few who have not their ene-
mies, as well as their friends; and who are not
pleafed with oppofing the proceedings of one, as
much as with favouring the defigns of another.
Small and fimple tribes, who in their domeftic
fociety have the firmeft union, are in their ftate of
oppofition as {eparate nations, frequently apima-
ted with the moft implacable hatred. Among the
citizens of Rome, in the early ages of that repub-
lic, the name of a foreigner, and that of an ene-
my, were the fame. Among the Greeks, the name
of Barbarian, under which that people compre-
hended every nation that was of a1ace, and fpoke
a language, different from their own, became a
term of indifcriminate contempt and averfion.
Even where no particular claim to fuperiority is
formed, the repugnance to uniony the frequent
wars, or rather the perpetual hoftilities which take
place among rude nations and {eparate clans, dif-
cover how much our fpecies is difpofed to oppofi-

tion, as well as to concert.
D Late
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Late difcoveries have brought to our know-
ledge almoft every fituation in which mankind are
placed. We have found them fpread over large
and extenfive continents, where communications
are open, and where national confederacy might
be eafily formed. We have found them in nar-
rower diftricts, circumfcribed by mountains, great
rivers, and arms of the fea. They have been
found in fmall 1flands, where the inhabitants might
be eafily affembled, and derive an advantage from
their union. But in all thofe fitwations, alike, they
were broke into cantons, and affeted a diftinction
of name and community. The titles of fellow-
citizen and countryman, unoppofed to thofe of alien
and foreigner, to which they refer, would fall into
difufe, and lofe their meaning. We love indivi-
duals on account of perfonal qualities; but we love
our country, 2s it 1s a party in the divilions of
mankind; and our zeal for its intereft, is a predi-
Je&tion in behalf of the fide we maintain.

Iw the promifcuous concourfe of men, it is fuffi-
eient that we have an opportunity of feletting our
company. We turn away from thofe who do not
engage us, and we fix our refort where the fociety
is more to our mind. We are fond of diftinctions;
we place ourfejves in oppofition, and quarrel under
the denominations of faftion and party, without
any material {fubje@ of controverfy. Averfion, I'ke
affetion, is foftered by a continued dire&ion to its
particular obje&t. Separation and eftrangement, as

weil
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well as oppolition, widen a breach which did not
owe its beginnings to any offence. And it would
feem, that till we have reduced mankind to the
ftate of a family, or found fome external confider-
ation to maintain their conne@ion in greater
numbers, they will be for ever feparated into
bands, and form a plurality of nations,

Ta: fenfe of a common danger, and the af-
faults of an enemy, have been frequently ufeful
to nations, by uniting their members more firmly
together, and by preventing the feceffions and
aCtual feparations in which their cwil difcord
might otherwife terminate. And this motive to
union which is offered from abroad, may be ne-
ceffary, not only in the cafe of large and exten-
five nations, where goalitions are weakened by
diftance, and the diftinction of provincial names;
but even in the narrow fociety of the fmalleft
ftates. Rome itelf was {ounded by a fmail
party, which took 1ts flight from Alba, her
ciizens were often in danger of feparating, and
if the villages and cantons of the Vollei had
been further removed from the fcene of their
diffenfions, the Mons Sacer might lave received
a new colony before the mother-country was ripe
for fuch a difchargesy, She continued long fo fecl
the quarrels of her nobles and her people; and
kept open the gates of Janus, to remind thofe
parties of the dyti¢s they owed to their country.

D=2 SOCIETIES,
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SocreTizs, as well as individuals, being charged
with the care of their own prefervation, and having
feparare interefts, which give rife to jealoufies
and competitions, we cannot be furprized to find
hoftilities arife from this fource. But were there
no angry paflions of a different fort, the animofi-
ties which attend an oppofition of intereft, fhould
bear a proportion to the fuppofed value of the
fubje@. ¢ The Hottentot nations,” fays Kgiben,
« trefpafs on each other by thefts of cattle and
« of women; but fuch injuries are feldom com-
« mitted, except with a view to exafperate their
¢ neighbours, and bring them to a war.” Such
depredations, themy are not the foundation of a
war, but the effeéts of a hoftile intention already
conceived. The nations of North America, who
have no herds to preferve, #or fettlements to de-

"fend, are yet engaged in almoft perpetual wars,
for which they can aflign no reafon, but the point
of honour, and a defire to continue the ftruggle
their fathers maintained. They do not regard the
fpoils of an enemy; and the warrior who has feized
any booty, eafily parts with it to the firft perfon
who comes in his way *.

Bur we need not crofs the Atlantic to find
proofs of animofity, and to gbferve, in the colli-
fion of feparate focieties, the infloence of angry
paffions, that do not arife from an oppofition of

% See Charlevoix’s Hiflory of Canada.
intereft.
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intereft. Human nature has no part of its charag~
ter of which more flagrant examples are given on
this fide of the globe., What 1s it that ftirs in the
breafts of ordinary men when the enemies of their
country are named ? Whence are the prejudices
that fubfift between different provinces, cantons,
and villages, of the fame empire and territory ?
Wha;t is it that excites one half of the nations of
Europe againft the other? The ftatefman may
explain his conduét on motives of national jea-
loufy and caution, but the people have diflikes
and antipathies, for which they cannot account,
Their mutual reproaches of perfidy and injuftice,
like the Hottentot depredations, are but fymp-
toms of an animofity, and the language of a hoftile
difpofition, aleady conceived. The charge of
cowardice and pufillanimity, qualities which the
interefted and cautious enemy thould, of all others,
like beft to find in his rival, is urged with aver-
fion, and made the ground of diflike. Hear the
peafants on different fides of the Alps, and the
Pyrenees, the Rhine, or the Britith channel, give
vent -to their prejudices and- national paffions; it
is among them that we find the materials of war
and diffenfion laid without the direction of govern-
ment, and fparks ready to kindle into a flame;
which the ftatefman is frequently difpofed Yo ex-
tinguith. The fire will not always catch where
his reafons of ftate would dire, nor ftop where
the concurrence of interct has produced an alli-

D3 ance.
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ange. ¢ My father,” faid a Spanith peafant,
« would rifc from his grave, if he could forefee 2
¢« war with France.” What intereft had he, or the
bones of his father, in the quarrels of princes?

Tuzse obfervations feem to arraign our fpecies,
and'to give an unfavourable picture of mankind ;
and yet the paruculars we have mentioned are
confiftent with the moft amiable qualinies qf our
nature, and often furnifh a fcene for the exercife
of our greateft abilities. They are fentiments of
geneyofity and felf-denial that animate the war-
rior in defence of his country; and they are dif-
pofitions moft favourable to mankind, that be-
come the principles of apparent hoftility to men.
Every animal is made to delight in the exercife of
his natural talents and forces: The lion and the
tyger fport with the paw; the horfe delights to
commit his mane to the wind, and forgets his paf-
ture to try his fpeed in the field; the bull even
before his brow is armed, and the lamb while yet
an emblem of innocence, have a difpolition ta
ftrike with the forchead, and anticipate, in play,
the confliés they are doomed to fuftain. Man too
is difpofed (o oppofition, and to employ the forces
of his nature againft an equal antagomift ; he loves
to bring his reafon, his eloquence, his courage,
even his bodily ftrength to the proof. His fports
are frequently an image of war; fweat and blood
are freely expended in play; and frafures or

death are often made to terminate the paftime of
idlknefs
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idlenefs' and feftivity. He was not made to live
for ever, and even his love of amufement has
opened a way 'to the grave.

Witsour the rivalfhip of nations, and the
pradtice of war, civil fociety itfelf could fcarcely
have found an objeé&t, or a form. Mankind might
have traded without any formal convention, but
thew cannot be {afe without a national concert.
The neceflity of a public defence, has gwen nfe
to many departments of ftate, and the intellectual
talents of men have found their bufieft fcene in
wielding their national forces. To overawe, or
innmidate, or, when we cannot perfuade with
reafon, to refift with fortitude, are the occupa-
tions which give 1ts molt ammating exercife, and
its greateft triumphs, to a vigorous nund; and
he who has never ftruggled with tis fellow-creg-
tures, is a ftranger to half the fentiments of
mankind.

Tug quarrels of individuals, indeed, are fre-
quently the operations of unhappy and deteftable
paffions ; malice, hatred, and rage. If fuch paf-
fions alone poflefs the breaft, the fcene of diffen-
fion becomes an olgedt of horror ; but a cammon
oppofition maintained by numbers, is always al-
layed by paffions of another fort. Sentfments of
affection and friendfhip mix with animofity; the
attive and ftrenuous become the guardians of
their fociety ; and violence itfelf is, in their cafe,

Dy an
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an exertion of generofity, as well as of courage.
We applaud, as proceeding from a national or
party {pirit, what we could not endure as the effect
of aprivate diflike ; and, amidft the competitions
of rival ftates, think we have found, for the pa-
triot and the warrior, in the practice of violence
and ftratagem, the moft illuftrious career of hu=
man virtue. Fven perfonal oppofition here does
not divide our judgment on.the merits of nfen.
The rival names of Agefilaus and Fpamirondas,
of Scipio and Hanmibal, are repeated with equal
prafe ; and war itfelf, which in one view appears
fo fatal, 1n another 1s the exercife of a liberal {pi-
rit, and in the very effelts which we regret, is but
onediftemper more, by which the Author of nature
has appoiated our exit from human life.

. THesk refleCtians may open our view into the
ftate of mankind; but they tend to reconcile us to
the conduét of Providence, rather than to make
us change our own : where, from a regard to the
welfare of our fellow-creatures, we endeavour to
pacify their animofities, and unite them by the
ties of affection. In the purfuit of this amiable
intention, we may hope, in fome inftances, to
difarm the angry paflions of $ealoufy and envy;
we may hope (o inftil into the breaf® of private
men fentiments of candour towards their fellow-
creatures, and a difpofition to humanity and juf-
tice. But it is vain to expeét that we can give to
the multitude of a people a fenfe of union among

them-
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themfelves, without admitting hoftility to thofe
who oppofe them. Could we at once, in the cafe
of any nation, extinguifh the emulation which is
excited from abroad, we fhould probably break
or weaken the bands of fociety at home, and
clofe the bufieft fcenes of national occupations
and virtues.

SECT.
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SECT. V.
Of Intellectual Powers.

ANy attempts have been made to analyfe

the difpofirions which we have now enume-

rated; but one purpofe of {cience, perhaps the

moft important, is ferved, when the exiftence of

a difpofition 1s eftablifhed. We are more concerned

in 1ts reality, and 1n 1ts confequences, than we are
in its origin, or manner of formation.

Tue fame obfervation may be applied to the
other powers and faculties of our nature. Their
exiftence and ufe are the principal objeéts of our
{tuq. Thinking and reafoning, we fay, are the
operations of forpe faculty ; but in what manner
the faculties of thought or reafon remain, when
they are not exerted, or by what difference in the
frame they are unequal in different perfons, are
queftions which we cannot refolve. Their opera-
tions alone difcover them: When unapplied, they
lie hid even from the perfon to whom they per-
rain ; and thair attion is fo much a part of their
nature, that the faculty itfelf, 1n many cafes, is

fcarcely to be diftinguifhed from a habir acquired
in its frequent exertion.

Persons who are occupied with different fub-
jeéts, who act in different {cenes, generally appear

to
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to have differegs talents, or at leaft to have the
fame faculties varioully formed, and fuited to dif-
ferent purpofes. 'The peculiar genius of nations,
as well as of 1ndividuals, may 1n this manner arife
from the ftate of their fortunes.  And 1t is proper
that we endeavour to find fome rule, by which to
judge of what 15 admirable in the capacities of
men, or fortunate 1n the appheation of their fa-
&ulnies, before we, venture to pafs ajudgment on
this branch of their merits, or pretend to meafuie
the degree of refpect they may claim by their dif-
ferent attainments.

To receive the informations of fenfe, is perhaps
the earhicft function of an animmal gombined with
an intelle€tudl nature, and one great accomplith-
ment of the hving agent confifts in the forée and
fenfibiliry of his animal organs. The pleafureg or
pains to which he is expofed from this'quarter,
conftitute to him an important difference between
the obje€ts which ate thus brovght to his know-
ledge, and it concerns him to diftinguith well, be-
fofe he commits himfelf to the diretion of appe-
tite. He muft fcrutinize the objects of one fenfe by
the perceptions of another ; examine with the eye,
before he ventures to touch; and employ every
means of obfervation, before he gratifies the appes
tites of thirft and of hunger. Adifcernment acquir-
ed by experience, becomes a faculty of his mind;
and the inferences of thought™are fometimes not

tg be diftinguifhed from the pereeptions of fenfe.
3 Tay
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‘Tue objects around 'us, befide their feparate
appearances, have their relations to cach other.
They fuggeft, when compared, what would not
occur when they are confidered apart; they have
their effects, and mutual influences ; they exhibit,
in like circumftances, {imilar operations, and uni-
form confequences. When we have found and ex-
preficd the points in which the uniformity of their
operations confifts, we have afeertained a phyfical
law. Many fuch laws, and even the moft import-
ant, are known to the vulgar, and"occur upon the
fmalleft degrees of reflection: But others are hid
pnder a:fccming confufion, which ordinary talents
cannot remove; and are therefore the objedts of
ftudy, long dbfervation, and fuperior capacity.
The faculties of penetration and judgment, -are,
by men of buﬁnefs, as well as of {cience, employed
to ‘unravel 1 intricacies of this fort; and the degree
of fagacity with which either is endowed, is to be
meafured by the fuccefs with which they are able
to find general rules, applicable to a variety of
cafes that feemed to have nothing in common, gnd
to difcover important diftinctions between fubjeéts
which the vulgar are apt to confound.

To colle®t a multiphicity of particulars under
general heads, and to refer a variety of operations
to their common principle, is the objet of fcience,
To do the fTame thmg, at leaft within the range of
his altive engagcmcms, is requifite to the man of
Pkafurc, or bufinefs: And 1t would feem, that che

ftudious
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ftudious and the active are fo far employed in the
fame tafk, from obfervation and experience, to
find the general views under which their objelts
may be confidered, and the rules which may be
ufefully applied 1n the detail of their condué.
They do not always apply their talents to different
fubjeéts; and they feem to be diftinguithed chiefly
by the unequal reach and variety of their remarks,
of by the intentions which they feverally have in
colle¢ting them,

WhaiLst men continue to act from appetites
and paffions, leading to the attainment of external
ends, they feldom quit the view of their objects in
detail, to go far in the road of general inquiries.
They meafure the extent of their own abilities,
by the promptitude with which they apprehend
what is important in every fubject, and the facility
with which they cxtricate themfelves on every
trying occafion. And thefe, 1t muft be confeffed,
to 2 being who 1s deftined to act in the midft of
difficulties, are the proper teft of capacity and
force. The parade of words and general reafon-
ings, which fometumes carry an appearance of fo
much learning and knowledge, are of little avail in
the conduét of life. The talents fiom which they
proceed, terminate in mere oftentation, and are
feldom connefed with that fuperior difccrpmcnt
which the a&iveapply in times of perplexity; much
lefs with that intrepidity and force of mind which
are required in pafling through difficult fcenes.

9 Tue
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Tue abilities of aftive men, however, have a
variety correfponding to that of the fubjeéts on
whxch they are occupied, A fagacity applied ts
external and inanimate nature, forms one fpecies
of capacity ; that which is turned to fociety and
human affairs, another. Reputation for partsinany
fcene is equivocal, tll we know by what kind of
exertion that reputation 1s gained. No more canbe
faid, in commending men of the greateft abihugs,
than that they underftand well the fubje&s to which
they have applied: And every department, every
profeflion, would have 1ts great men, if there were
not a choice of objects for the underftanding, and
of talents for the mind, as well as of fentiments for
the heart, and of habits for the ave character.

Taue meaneft profeffions, indeed, fo far fome-
tines forget themfelves, or the reft of mankind,
as to arrogate, in commending what is diftinguith-
ed in their own way, every epithet the moft re-
fpectable claim as the right of fuperior abilities.
Every mechanic is a great man wich the learner,
and the humble admurer, in his particular calling ;
and we can, perhaps, with more affurance pro-
nounce what it is that fhould make a man happy
and amiable, than what fhould make his abilities
refpe@ed, and his genius admired.  This, upon
a view of the talents themfelves, may perhaps be
impoﬁ'xbie. The effe&, however, will point out
the rule and the ftandard of our judgment. To be
admired and refpected, is to hgve an afccn%ant

among
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among men. The talents which moft direitly pro-
cure that afcendant, are thofe which operate on
mankind,penetrate theirviews,prevent their withes,
or fruftrate their defigns. The fuperior capacity
leads with a {uperior energy, where every indivi-
dual would go,and fhews the hefitaung and irrefo-
lute a clear paffage to the attainment of their ends,

,Luis defeription does not pertain to any par-
ticular craft or profeffion; or perhaps it implies
a kind of ability, which the {eparate apphcation
of men to particular callings, only tends to fup-
prefs or to weaken. Where fhall we find the
talents which are fit to a&t with men 1n a colle&ive
body, if we break that body into parts, and con-
tine the obfervation of each to a feparate track 2

To alt ¥n the view of lis igllow-creatures, to
produce his mind in public, to give it all'the ex-
crcife of fentiment and thought, which pertain to
man as a member of fociety, as a friend, or an ene-
my, feems to be the principal calling and oecupa-
tion of his nature. If he muft labour, that he may
fubfift, he can fubfift for no better purpofe than the
good of mankind, nor can he have better talents
than thofe which qualify hin to aé with men.
Here, indeed, the under{tanding appears to borrow
very much from the paflions, and there 1s a feli-
city of conduct in human afluirs, in which it is dif-
ficult to diftinguifh the promptitude of the head
from the ardour and (enfibulity of the heart. Where

both
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both are united, they conftitute that fupetiority of
mind, the frequency of which among men, in
particular ages and nations, much more than the
progrefs they have made in {peculation, or in the
praétice of mechanic and liberal arts, fhould de-
termine the rate of their genius, and aflign the
palm of diftin&ion and honour.

WHeN nations fucceed one another in the cu-
reer of difcoveries and inquiries, the laft is always
the moft knowing. Syftems of #ience are gra-
dually formed. The globe itfelf is traverfed by
degrees, and the hiftory of every age, when patt, is
an acceffion of knowledge to thofe who fucceed.
The Romans were more knowing than the Greeks;
and every fcholar of modern Europe is, in this
fenfe, more learned than the moft acgomplifhed
perfon that ewer bore either of thofe celebrated
names. But is he on that account their fuperior 2

Men are to be eftimated, not from what they
know, but from what they are able to perform;
from their kil in adapting materials to the feveral
purpoles of life ; from their vigour and condu in
purfuing the objeéts of policy, and in finding the
expedients of war and national defence. Evenin
literature, they are to be eftimated from the works
of their genius, not from the extent of their know-
ledge. The fcene of mere obfervation was extreme-
ly limited in a Grecian republic ; and the buftle of
an a&tive life appeared inconfiftent with ftudy: But

there
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there the human mind, notwithftanding, colletted
its greateft abilities, and received its beft informa-
tions, in the midft of fweat and of dutt.

It is peculiar to modern Europe, to reft fo much
of the human charater on what may be learned in
retirement, and from the information of books. A
juft admiration of ancient literature, an opinion
that human fentiment, and human reafon, without
this aid, were to have vanithed from the focicties
of men, have led us into the fhade, where we
endeavour to derive from imagination and ftudy,
what is in reality matter of experience and fenti-
ment: and we endeavour, through the grammar of
dead languages, and the channel of commentators,
to arrive at the beauties of thought and elocution,
which fprang from the animated {pirit of fociety,
and were taken from the living impreflions of an
active hfe. Our attainments are frequently limited
to the elements of every {cience, and teldom reach
to that enlargement of ability and power which
ufeful knowledge fhould give. Like mathemati-
cians, who ftudy the Elements of Euclid, but never
think of menfuration ; we read of focieties, but do
not propofe to a& with men: we repeat the lan-
guage of politics, but feel not the fpirit of na-
tions; we attend to the formalities of a military
difcipline, but know not how to employ numbets of
men to obtain any purpofe by ftratagem or forct.‘

BuTt for what end, it may be faid, point our an
evil thagcannot be remedied ? If narional affairs

E callgd
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called for exertion, the genius of men would
awake; but in the recefs of berter employment,
the time which is beftowed on ftudy, if even at-
tended with no other advantage, ferves to oc-
cupy with innocence the hours of leifure, and fet
bounds to the purfuit of ruinous and frivolous
amufements. From no better reafon than this, we
employ fo many of our early years, under the rod,
to acquire, what itis not expected we thouldeetain
beyond the threfhold of the fchool, and whilft
we carry the fame frivolous character in our ftu-
dies that we do in our amufeinents, the human
nund could not fuffer more from a contempt of
letters, than it does from the falfe importance
which is given to literature, as a bulinefs for life,
not as a help to our condudt, and the means of
forming a chgrater that may be happy in itfclf,
and ufeful to mankind.

Ir that time which is paffed in relaxing the
powers of the mind, and in with-holding every
objeét but what tends to weaken and to corrupt,
were employed in fortifying thofe powers, and in
teaching the mind to recognife its objeéts, and its
firength, we thould not, at the years of maturity,
be fo much at a lofs for occupation; nor, in at-
tending the chances of a gaming-table, mifemploy
our talents, or wafte the fire which remains in the
breaft. They, at lealt, who by their ftations have
a fhare in the government of their country, might
belicve themfelves capable of bufinefs ; agd, while

8

the
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the ftate had its armies and councils, might find
objeds enough to amyfe, without throwing a per-
fonal fortune into hazard, merely to cure the
yawnings of a liftlefs and infignificant life. It is
impofiible for ever to maintam the tone of fpecu-
lation; 1t 1s impofiible not fometimes to feel that
we live ameng men.

Ea SECT.
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SECT. VI
Of Moral Sentiment.

TPon a flight obfervation of what paffes in
human life, we fhould be apt to conclude,
that the care of fubfiftence is the principal {pring
of human actions. This confideration leads tosthe
ihvention and practice of mechanical arts; it ferves
to diftinguifh amufement from bufinefs, and, with
many, fcarcely admits into competition any other
fubje of purfuit or attention, The mighty ad-
vantages of property and fortune, when ftript of
the recommendations they derive from vanity, or
the more ferious regards to independence and
power, only mean a provifion that s made for
animal enjoyment ; and 1if our folicitude on this
fubje¢t were removed, not omdy the toils of the
mechanic, but the ftudies of the learned, would
ceafe ; every department of public bufinefs would
become unneceflary; every fenate-houfe would be
fhut up, and every palace deferted.

Is man therefore, in 1efpect to his obje&, to be
clafled with the mere brutes, and only to be dif-
tinguifhed by faculties that qualify him to muliti-
ply contrivances for the fupport and convenience
of animal life, and by the extent of a fancy that
renders the care of animal prefervation to him
more burthenfome than 1t is to the herd with which
he fhares in the bounty of nature? If thi# were

his

»
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his cafe, the joy which attends on fuccefs, or the
griefs which arife from difappointment, would
make the fum of his paffions. The torrent that
wafted, or the inundation that enriched, his poffe(-
feffions, would give him all the emotion with which
he is feized, on the occafion of 2 wrong by which
his fortunes are impaired, or of a benefit by which
they are preferved and enlarged. His fellow-
creatures would be confidered merely as they af-
fetted his ifftereft. Profit or lofs would ferve to
mark the event of every tranfation ; and the epi-
thets ufeful or detrimental would ferve to ditinguith
his mates in fociety, as they do the tree which
bears plenty of fruit, from that which only cum-
bers the ground, or intercepts his view.

THrs, however, is net the hiftory of our fpecies.
What comes from a fellow-creature is received
with peculiar emotion; and everylanguageabounds
with terms that exprefs fomewhat in the tranfac-
tions of men, different from fuccefs and difappoint-
ment. The bofom kindles in company, while
the point of intereft in view has nothing to in-
flame; and a matter frivolous in itfelf, becomes
important, when it ferves to bring to light the in-~
tentiops and characters of men. The foreigner,
who believed that Othello, on the ftage, was en-
raged for the lofs of his handkerchjef, was not
more miftaken, than the reafoner who imputes any
of the more vehement paflions of men to the im-

pref®ns of miere profit or lofs,
E 3 May
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Mew affemble’ to deliberate ot bufinefs ; they
feparate from jealoufies of intereft; but in their
feveral collifions, whether as friends or as enemies,
a fire is ftruck out which the regards to intereft or
fafety cannot confine. The value of a favour is not
meafured when fentiments of kindnefs are perceiv-
ed; and the term misfortune has but a feeble mean-
ing, when compared to that of infult and wrong.

As afors or f] peQtators, we are perpetually made
to feel the difference of human condu&, and from
a barc recital of tranfactions which have paffed in
ages and countries remote from our own, are
moved with admiration and pity, or tranfported
with indignation and rage. Ouvr fenfibility on this
fubjet gives their charm 1n retirement, to the rela-
tions of hiftory and to the fitions of goetry; fends
forth the tear of dompaffion, gives to the blood its
brifkeft movement, and to the eye its hivelieft
glances of difpleafure or joy. It turns human life
into an interefting fpetacle, and perpetually foli-
cits even the indolent to mix, as opponents or
friends, in the fcenes which are acted before them.
Joined to the powers of deliberation and reafon, it
corftitutes the bafis of a moral nature ; and, whilft
it ditates the terms of praife and of blame, ferves
to clafs our fellow-creatures, by the moft admira-
ble and engaging, or the moft odious and con-
tempetble, denominations.’

!'r 15 pleafant to find men, who in their fpecu-
lations deny the reality of moral difthhctions, *for-

get



Seét. 6. Qf Moral Seutimens. s

get in detail the general politions they maintain,
and give loofe to ridicule, indignation, and feorn,
as if any of thefe featiments could have place,
were the aéions of men indifferent; or with acri-
mony pretend to dete& the fraud by which mora)
reftraints have been impofed, as if to cenfure a
fraud were not already fa take 3 part on the fide
of morality *

Can we explain the principles upon which man-
kind adjudge the preference of charaéters, and up-
on which they indulge fuch vehement emotions of
admiration or cqntempt? If it be admitred that we
cannot, are the facts lefs true ? or muft we fufpend
the movements of the heart, until they who are em-
pldyed in framing fyftems of fcience have difcovet-
ed the principle from which thof¢ movements pro-
ceed? If a finger burn, we care not for informa—
tion on the properties of fire ; If the heart be torn,
or the mind overjoyed, we have not leifure for
fpeculations on the fubjeCts of moral fenfibility,

It is fortunate in this, as in other articles to
which fpeculation and theory arc applied, that na-
ture proceeds in her courfe, whilft the curious are
bufied in the fearchyof her principles, The pea-
fant, or thgf child, can reafon, and judge, and
fpeak his laxiguage, with a difcernment,*a confift-
.ency, and a regard to analogy, which perplex the
logician, the moralift, and the grammarian, when

® Mandeville,
E4 ¢hey
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they would find the principle upon which the pro-
ceeding is fourided, or when they would bring to
general rule, what is fo familiar, and {o well fuf-
tained in particular cafes. The felicity of our con-
dué& is more owing to the talent we poffefs for de-
tail, and to the fuggeftion of particular occafions,
than it is to any direction we can find in theory
and general fpeculations.

We muft, in the refult of every inquiry, en-
counter with facts which we cannot explain ; and
to bear with this mortification would fave us fre-
quently a great deal of fruitlcfs trouble. Together
with the fenfe of our exiflence,we muft admit many
circumnftances which come to ourknowledge at the
fame time, and in the fame manner; and which
do, in reality, ‘conftitute the mode of our being.
Every peafant will tell us, that a man hath his
rights; and that to trefpafs on thofe rights is injuf-
tice. If we afk him farther, what he means by the
term right ? we probably force him to fubftitute a
lefs fignificant, or lefs proper term, in the place of
this; or require him to account for wha:\is an ori-
ginal mode of his mind, and a fenument fg mhich
he ultimately refers, when he would explain himfelf
upon any particular applicagon of h’ language.

_Tue rights of individuals may relate to a va-
riety of fubjeéts, and be comprehended under dif-
ferent heads.  Prior to the cftablithment of pro-
perty, and the diftinction of ranks, men havza

right
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right to defend their perfons, and to a& with
freedom ; they have a right to maintain the ap-
prehenfions of reafon, and the feelings of the
heart; and they cannot for a moment affociate
together, without feeling that the treatment they
give or receive may be juft or unjuft. It is not,
however, our bufinefs here to carry the notion of
@right into its feveral applications, but to reafon
on the fentiment of favour with which that notion
is entertained in the mind.

Ir it be true, that men are united by inftin&,
that they a& in fociety from affettions of kind-
nefs and friendthip ; if it be true, that even prior
to acquaintance and habitude, men, as fuch, are
commonly to each other objes of attention, and
fome degree of regard ; that while their profpe-
rity is beheld with indifference) their afli&ions
are confidered with commiferation ; if calamities
be meafured by the numbers and the qualities
of men they involve ; and if every fuffering of 2
fellow-creature draws a crotid of attentive {peéta-
tors; if, even in the cafe of thofe to whom we do
not habitually wifh any pofitive gaod, we are fill
averfe to be the inftruments of harm; it fhould
{eem, that in,thefe various appearances of an ami-
cable difpofition, the foundations of a moral ap«
prehenfion are fufficiently Jaid, and the fenfe of &
right which we maintain for ourfelves, is by a
movement of humanity and candour extended to

ouf fellow-creatures,
Wuar
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Waar is it that prompts the tongue when we
cenfure an att of cruelty or oppreflion ? What is
it that conflitutes our reftraint from offences that
tend to diftrefs our fellow-creatures? It is proba.
bly, in both cafes, a particular application of that
principle, which, in prefence of the forrowful,
fends forth the tear of compaflion; and a combi-
nation of all thofe fentiments, which conftitutaie
benevolent difpofition ; and if not a refolution to
do good, at leaft an averfion t8 be the inftrument
of harm*

* Mankind, we are told, are devoted to intereft; and this,
in all commercial nations, is undoubtedly true: But it does
not follow, that they are, by their natural difpofitions, averfe
to fociety and mutual affeftion . Proofs of the contrary remain,
even where intereft triumphs moft, What muft we think of
the force of that difpofition to compaflion, to candour, and
goodiwill, which, fotwithftanding the prevailing opimion
that the happinefs of a man confifts in poflelling the greatest
poflible thare of riches, preferments, and honours, fill keeps
the parties who are in competition for thafe objeéts, on a to-
Yerable footing of amity, and leads them to abftain even from
their own fuppofed good,When their feizing it appears in the
light of a detriment to others? What might we not expe&
from the human heart in circumfances which prevented this
apprehenfion on the fubjedt of fortune, or under the influence
cf an opinion as fteady and general as the former, that
human felicity does not confilt in the indulgences of asimat
appetite, but in thofe of a benevolent heart ; not in fortune
or intereft, but in the contempt of this very obje®, in the
courage and freedom which arife from this contempr, joined
0 a refolute chaice of condud®, dire&ied to the good of toan-
kind, or to the good of that particular faciety o which thc
party belongs :

Ir
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It may be difficult, however, to enumerate the
motives of all the cenfures and commendations
which are applied to the aétions of men. Even
while we moralize, every difpofition of the human
mind may have its thare in forming the judgment,
and in prompting the tongue. As jealoufy is often
the moft watchful guardian of chaftity, fo malice is
often the quickeft to fpy the failings of our neigh-
bour. Envy, affe®ation, and vanity, may dictate
the verditswe givgf and theworft principles of our
nature may be at the bottom of our pi-etendcd zeal
for morality; but if we only mean to inquire, why
they who are well difpofed to mankind, apprehend,
in every inftance, certain rights pertaining to their
fellow-creatures, and why they applaud the con-
fideration that is paid to thofe rights, we capnot
affign a better reafon, than that-the perfon whq
applauds, is well difpofed to the welfare of the par-
ties to whom his applaufes refer. Applaufe, how-
ever, is the expreffion of a peculiar fentiment ; an
expreflion of efteem the reverfe of contempt.’ Its
objett is perfeétion, the reverfe of defe®, This

ntiment is not the love of mankind ; it is that by
which we eftimate the qualities of men, and the
objeéts of our purfuit; that which doubles the force
of every defire or averfion, when we confider its
object as tending to raife or to Gnk our nature.

WHaEeN we confider, that the reality of any ami-
cable propenfity in the human mind has been fre-
quéhtly contefted ; when we recolleét the preva-

lence
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lence of interefted competitions, with their dttend~
ant paffions of jealoufy, envy, and malice; it may.
feem ftrange to allege, that love and compaffion
are, next to the defire of elevation, the moft
powerful motives in the human breaft: That they
urge, on many occafions, with the moft irrefiftible
vehemence; and if the defire of felf-prefervation be
mpre conftant, and more uniform, thefe are a more
plentiful fource of enthufiafm, farisfaction, and
joy. With a power not inferid to that of refent-
ment and rage, they hurry the mind into every fa-
crifice of intercft, and bear it undifmayed through
every hardfhip and danger.

Tae difpofition on which friendthip is grafted,
glows with fatisfaction in the hours of tranquillity,
and is pleafant, not only in its triumphs, but even
1p its forrows, It throws a grace on the external
air, and, by its expreflion on the countenance,
compenfates for the want of beauty, or gives a
charm which no complexion or features can equal.
From this fource the fcenes of human life defive
their principal felicity; and their imitations in
poetry, their principal ornament. Defcriptions of
nature, cven reprefentations of a vigorous con-
du&, and a manly courage, do not engage the
heart, if they be not mixed with the exhibition of
generous fentiments, .and the pathetic, which is
found to arife in the firuggles, the triumphs, or
the misfortunes of a tender affe@ion. The death
of Polites, in the Zneid, is not more affehing

than
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than that of many athers who perifhed in the ruins
of Troy; but the aged Priam was prefent when
this laft of his fons was flain ; and the agonies of
grief and forrow force the parent from his retrear,
to fall by the hand that fhed the blood of his
child. The pathetic of Homer confifts in exhi-
biting the force of affetions, not in exciting mere
terror and pity ; paffions he has never perhaps, in
any inftance, attemvted to raife.

‘WirH this tendency to kindle into enthufiafin,
with this command over the heart, with the plea-
fure that attends its emotions,and with all itseffects
in meriting confidence, and procuring efteem, it is
not furprifing, that a principle of humanity fhould
give the tone to our commendations and our cen-
fures, and even where it is hindered from direét-
ing our condu@, fhould ftill givé to the mipd, oa
reflection, its knowledge of what is defirable in the
human chara&er. What baft thou dome with thy
brother Abel ? was the firft expoftulation in behalf
of morality; and if the firft anfwer has been often
repeated, mankind have notwithftanding, in one
fenfe, fufficiently acknowledged the charge of their
nature. They have felt, they have talked, and
even aéted, as the keepers of their fellow-creatures:
They have made the indications of candour and
mutual affe@ion the teft of what is meritorious and
amiable in the characters of men: They have mdlle
cruelty and oppreffion the principal objeds of their
indégnation and rage: Even while the head is oc.

cupied
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cupied with projects of intereft, the heart is often
feduced into friendfhip; and while bufinefs pro-
ceeds on the maxims of felf-prefervation, the

carelefs hour is employed in generofity’ and
kindnefs.

Hewxce the rule by which men commonly judge
of external a&ions, is taken from the fuppofed
influence of fuch aftions on the general good.
To abftain from harm, is the great law of natural
juftice; to diffufe happinefs, is the law of mora-
lity; and when we cenfure the conferring a favour
on one or a few at the expence of many, we refer
to public utility, as the great object at wluch the
actions of men fhould bc aimed.

Arter all, it muft be confefled, that if a prin~
ciple of affeftion to mankind be the bafis of our
#horal approbanon and diflike, we fometimes pro-
ceed in diftributing applaufe or cenfure, without
precifely attending to the degrce in which our
fellow-crearures are hurt or obliged; and that,
befides the virtues of candour, friendthip, genero-
fity, and pubhc fpirit, which bear an immediate
reference to this principle, there are others which
may feem to, derive thett commendation from a
different fource. Temperance, prudence, forti-
tude, are thofe qualities likewife admired from a
puinciple of regard to our fellow-creatures? Why
not, fince they render men happy in themlelves,
and ufeful to others? He who is qualified to pro-

mote
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mote the welfare of mankind, is neither a for, a
fool, nor a coward. Can it be more clearly ex-
prefled, that temperance, prudence, and fortitude,
are neceffary to the charater we love and admire?
I know well why I fhould wifh for them in myfelf;
and why likewife I fhould with for them in my
friend, and in every perfon who is an objett of
my affeftion. But to what purpofe feek for rea-
fons of approbation; where qualities are fo necef-
fary to our happinefs, and fo great a part in the
perfection of our nature? We muft ceafe to efteem
ourfelves, and to diftinguith what is excellent,
when fuch qualifications incur our neglect.

A perfon of an affe@ionate mind, poffefied of a
maxim, That he himfelf, as an individual, is no
more thgn a part of the whole that demands his
regard, has found, in that prideiple, a fulficient
foundation for all the virtues; for a contempt of
animal pleafures, that would fupplant his princi-
‘pal enjoyment ; for an equal contempt of danger
or pain, that come to flop his porfuits of public
good. ¢ A vehement and fteady affetion mag-
~< nifies its obje, and leffens every difficulty or
<« danger that ftands in the way.” ¢ Atk thofe
¢ who have been in love,” fays Epictetus, < they
« will know that I fpezk truth.”

¢ 1 have before me,” fays another emigear
moralift ®, ¢ an idea of juftice, which if I could

* Perfian Letvers,
¢ follow
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¢ follow in every ipftanse, I thould, think myfell
* the moft happy of men.” And it,is of confe-
quence to their happinefs, as well a5 50 their con-
dud, if thofe cag be disjoined, that men fhould
have this idea properly formed : It is perhaps but
another pame for that good of mankind, which
the virguous are engaged to promote,  If virtue

*‘ fuprerfie good, its beft and moft fignal ef-
fe& 13, to communicate and diffufe isfelf,

To diftinguith men by the difference of their
moral qualities, to efpoufe one party from a fenfe
of juftice, to oppofe another even with indignation
when excited by iniquity, are the commnon indica-
tions of probity, and the operations of an animated,
upright, and generous {pirit. To guard againft
unjuft par;ialitics, and ill-grounded antipathies; to
mmntam that compofurc of mind, whiclf without

impairing its fenfibility or ardour, proceeds in
every inftance with difcernment and penetration,
are the marks of a vigorous and cultivated fpirit.
To be able to follow the ditates of fuch a fpirit
through all the varieties of human life, and with a
mind always mafter of itfelf, in profperity or ad-
verfity, and poffefled of all its abulities, when the
fubje@ in hazard are life, or freedom, as much as
in treating fimple queftions of intercft, are the tri-
umphs of magnanimity, and true elevation of
mind. ¢ The event of the day-is decided.
¢« .Draw this javelin from my body now,”.faid
Epamipondas, * and let me bleed.” .

N
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la what fituation, or- by what inftruction,-ie
this wonderful charatter t6 be formed ? Is it found
in the nurferies of affe@atjon, pertnefs, and vanity,
from which fathion is propagated, and the genteel
is announced ? in great and opulent cities, where
men vie with each other in equipage, drefs, and
the reputatiot of fortune? Is it within the admiced
precinéts of a court, where we may learn to fiile
without being pleafed, to carefs without affection,
to wound with the fecret weapons of envy and jea-
loufy, and to reft our perfonal importance on cir-
cumitances which we cannot always with honour
commaad ? Wo: Butina fitsation where the great
{fentiments of the heart are awakened ; where the
charactersof men, not their fituations and fortunes,
are the principal diftin¢tion ; where the anxieties
of intereft, or vanity, perifh in the blaze of more
vigorous emotions; and where the human. foul'
having felt and recognifed its objedts, like an
animal who has tafted the blood of his prey, can-~
not defcend to purfuits that leave its talents and
its force uaemployed.

Prorer occafions alone operating on a raifed
and a happy difpofition, may produce this ad-
mirable effe®, whilft mere inftru&tion may aﬁvays
find mankind at a lofs to comprehend its, mean-
ing,. or infenfible to its dictates. The cafe, how-
ever, is not defperate, till we have formed our
fyftem_of politics, as well as manners; till we
have _fold our freedom for titles, equipage, and
diftin€tions; till we fee no merit but profperity

F and
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and power, no difgrace bur poverty and neglett,
What chirm of. inftru&ion can cure the mind
that is tainted with this diforder ! What fyren
voice can awaken a defire of freedom, that is held
to be meannefs, and a2 want of ambition? or
what perfuafion can turn the grimace of politenefs
into real fetiments of humanity and tandour ¢

SECT.
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Of Happinefs.

Y YAviNnc had under our confideration the ac-

tive powers and the moral qualities which dif-
tinguith the nature of man, is it ftill neceffary that
we fhould treat of his happinefs apart? This figni-
ficant term, the moft frequent, and the moft fa-
miliar, in our converfation, is, perhaps, on reflec-
tion, the lealt underftood. It ferves to exprefs
our fatisfattion, when any defire is gratified :*It is
pronounced with a figh, when our object is diftant:
It means what we with to obtain, and what we
{eldom ftay to examine. We eftimate the value
of every fubje& by its utility, anfl its influenice on
happinefs ; but we think that utility itfelf, and
happinefs, require no explanation.

Trose men are commonly efteemed the hap-
pieft, whofe defires are moft frequently gratified,
But if, in reality, the poffeflion of what they de-
fire, and a continued fruition, were requifite to
happijnefs, mankind for the,moft part would have
reafon to complain of their lot. 'What they call
their enjoyments, are generally momentary ; and
the object of fanguine expectation, when obrtained,
ro longer continues to occupy the mind : A new
paflion fucceeds, and the imagination, as before,
is infent on a diftans felicity.

F 2 How
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How many refletions of this fort are {uggefted
by melancholy, or by the effeéts of that very lan-
guor and inoccupation into which we would wil-
lingly fink, under the notion of freedom from care
and trouble ¢

WHEN we enter on a formal compusation of the
enjoyments or fufferings which are prepared for
mankind, it is a chance but we find that pain, by
its intenfenefs, its duratipn, orfrequency, isgreatly
predommant. The alivity and eagernefs with
which we prefs from one ftage of life to another,
our unwillingnefs to return on the paths we have
trod; eur averfion in age to renew the frolicks of
youth, or to repeat in manhood the amufements
of children, have been accordingly ftated as proofs,
that our memory of the paft, and our feeling of
the prefent, are'equal fubje@s of diflike and dif-
pleafure *,

Tuis conclufion, however, like many others,
drawn from our fuppofed knowledge of caufes, does
not correfpond with experience. In every ftreet,
in every village, in every field, the greater num-
ber of perfans we meet, carry an afpeét that is
cheerful ar thoughtlefs, indifferent, compofed,
bufy, or animated. The labaurer whiftles to his
steam, and the mechanic 1s at eafe in his calling;
the frolicfome and gay feel a feries of pleafures, of
which we know not the fource; even they who
demonftrate the miferies of human life, when in-

¢ Maupertuls ; Effai de Morale.
tent
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tent on their argument, efcape {rom. thejr for-
rows, and find a tolerableypaltime in proving that
men are unhappy.

THE very terms pleafure and pain, perhaps, are
equivocal; but if they are confined, as they ap-
pear to be in many of our reaionings, to the mere
fenfations which have a reference to external ob-
jets, cither in the memory of the paft, the feeling
of the prefent, or the apprehenfion of the future,
it is a gregt error to fuppofe, that they compre-
hend all XC conttituents of happinefs or mifery ;
or that the good-humour of an ordinary life is
maintained by the prevalence of thofe pleafures,
which have their feparate names, and are, on re-
fle@tion, diftinétly remembered.

T mind,during the greater partof its exiftence,
is employed in ative exertions, not in merely at-
tending to its own feelings of pleafure or pain; and
the Lt of 1ts faculties, underftanding, memory,
forefight, fentiment, will, and intention, only con-
tains the names of 1ts different operations.

15, in the abfence of every fenfation to which we
commonly give the names either of enjoyment or
Juffering, our very exiftence may have its oppofite
qualities of bappine(s or mifery; and if what we
call pleafure or pais, occupies but a fmall part of
human hfe, compared to what pafits in contriv-
ance and execution, in purfuits and_expe@ations,
im,c8ndyét, refle@ion, and focial cngagcmcntsé

F 3 i
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it muft appedr,’ that bur aftive purfuis, ‘ot leaft
on account of their dupation, deferve the greater
part of our attention. 'When their eceafions have
faited, the demand_ is not for pleafure, but for
fomething to do; and the very complaints of a
fufferer are not fo fure a mark of diftrefs, as the
ftare of the languid,

W feldom, however, reckon any tafk; which we
are bound to perform, among the bleflings of life.
‘We always aim at a period-of pure enjgyment, or
a termination of trouble ; and oveslook the fource
from which moft of our prefent fatisfattions are
really drawn. Afk the bufy, Where is the hap-
pinefs to which they afpire? they will anfwer, per-
haps, That it is to be found in the objet of fome
prefent purfmt. If we afk, why theyare not mi-
Yerable in the abfence of that happmcfs they will
fay, That they hope to attain it. But is it hope
alone that fupports the mind in the midft of preca-
rious and uncertain profpeés 2 and would affurance
of fuccefs fill the intervals of expetation with
more pleafing emonons ¢ Give the huntfinan his
prey, give the gamefter the gold which is ftaked
on the game, that the one may not need to fatigue
his perfon, nor the other to perplex his mind, and
both will probably laugh at our folly - The one
will ftake his money ancw, that he may be per-
plexed; the other will turn his ftag to the field;
that he may hear the ¢ry of the dogs, and follow
through danger and hardthip. Withdraw the oc-
#ppations of men, terminate their defires, exift-

ence
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ence is & burden, and the iteration of merory
is a toravent,

‘Tux men of this country, fays one lady, thould
dearn to fow and to knit; it would hinder their
time from being a butden to themfelves, and to
other people. That is true, fays another; for my
part, though I never look abroad, I tremble at
the profpect of bad weather; for then the gen-
tlemen come moping to us for entertainment;
and the fght of 2 hufband in diftrefs, is but a
melancholy fpeétacle,

Tue difficulties and hardthips of human life
are fuppofed to detraét from the goodnefs of God ;
yet many of the paftimes men devife for them-
felves are fraught with difficulty and danget, The
great inventor of the game of fumtn life, knew
well how to accommodate the players. The
chances are matter of complaint: But if thefe
were removed, the game itfelf would no longer
amufe the parties. In devifing, or in executing
a plan, in being carried on the tide of emotion
and fentiment, the mind feems to unfold its be-
ing, and to enjoy itfelf. Even where the end
and the obﬁ:&. are known to be of little avalil, the
talents and the fancy are often intenfely, applied,
gnd bufinefs or play may amufe them alike, We
only defire repofe to recruit our limited and our
wafting force: When bufinefs fatigues, amufement
is gften but a change of occupation. We are not
always unhappy, even when we complain. There

Fa is
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is a kipd of afiCtion which makes an agreeable
ftate of the mind; and lamentation itfelf is fome-
times an expreflion of pleafure. 'The painter and
the poet have laid hold of this handle, and find,

among, the means of entertainment,. a favourable

reception for works that are compofed to awaken
aur forrows,

To a being of this.defcription, therefore, it is a
blefling to meet with incentives to aétion, whe-
ther in the defire of pleafure, or the averfion to
pain. His ativity is of more importance than
the very pléafure he feeks, and languor a greater
evil than the fuffering he thuns,

THe gratifications of animal appetite are of
fhort duration ; and fenfuality is but a diftemper
of the mind, which ought to be cured by remem-
brance, if it were not perpetually inflamed by
hope. The chace is not more furely terminated
by the death of the game, than the joys of the
voluptuary by the means of completing his de-
bauch. As a band of fociety, as a matter of dif-
tant purfuit, the objeéts of fenfe make an unpore-
ant part in the fyftem of human life, They lead
us to fulfil the purpofes of nature, in preferving
the individual, and in perpetuating the fpecies:
but te rely on their ufe as a principal conftituent
of happinefs, were an error in {peculation, afd
would be ftill more an error in prattice, Even
the matfter of the feraglio, for whom all the trea-
fures of empire are extorted from the boards of

fts
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its frighted inhabitants, for whorm alone the
choicek emerald and the diamond are drawn from
the mine, for whom every breeze is enriched with
perfumes, for whom' beauty s affembled from
every quarter, and, animated by paflions that
ripen under the vertical fun, is confined to the
grate for his ufe, is ftill, perhaps, more wretched
than the very herd of the people, whofe labours
and propersigs are devoted to relisve him of
trouble, and te procure him enjoyment.

SensvaLITy is eafily overcome by any of the
habits of purfuit which ufually engage an ative
mind. When curiofity is awake, or when paflion
is excited, even in the midft of the feaft when con-
verfation grows warm, grows jovial, or ferious, the
pleafures of the table we know are forgotten. The
boy contemnns them for play, and the man 8f age
declines them for bufinefs.

‘WHEN we reckeon the circumftances that cdrre-
{pond to the nature of any animal, or to that of
man in particular, fuch as fafety, fhelter, food, and
the other means of enjoyment or prefervation, we
Pmetimes think that we have found afenfible and
a folid foundation on which to reft his feliciry.
But thofe who are leaft difpofed to moralize, ob-
ferve, that happinefs is not connefted with for-
tune, although fortune includes at once all the
means of fubfiftence, and the mieans of fenfual in-

‘dulgence. The circumftances that requireabfti-
nenwe, courage, and condudt, expofe us to ha-
zard,
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zard, and are in, defoription of the pairful kind 5
yet the able, the brave, and the ardent, feem moft
to enjoy themfelves when placed in the midft of
difficulties, and obliged to employ the powers
they poflefs.

SeevoLa being told, that Sir Francis Vere died
of having nothing to do, faid, * That was enough
¢ to kill a general *.”> How many are there to
whom war itfelf is a paftime, who chufe the life
of a foldier, expofed to dangers and continued.
fatigues ; of a mariner, in confhi@& wicth every
hardthip, and bereft of every conveniency; of a
politician, whofe fport is the conduct of parties
and fations ; and who, rathér than be idle, will
do the bufinefs of men.and of nations for whom
he has not the fmalleft regard. Such men do not
£huft pain as.preferable to pleafure, but they are
incited by a reftlefs difpofition to make continued
exercions of capacity and refolution ; they triumph
in the midft of their ftruggles; they droop, and
they languith, when the occafion of their labour
has ceafed.

WHAT was enjoyment, in the fenfe of thas
youth, who, according to Tacitus, loved danger
itfelf, not the rewards of courage? What is the
profpe& of pleafure, when she found of the horn
-or the trumpet, the cry of the dogs, or the thout
.af war, awaken the ardour of the {portfman and
she faMier? The moft animating oceafions of

e Life of Lord Herbert,
himfelf
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humin Bfe, are calls to danger-gnd hardfhip, not
snvitations to fafety and cafe: and man himfelf,
in his excellence, 1s not an animal of pleafure, ner
deftined mevely to enjoy - what the elements bring
to his ufe ; butlike his affociates, the dog'and the
horfe, to follow the exercifes of his nature, in pre-
ference to what are calied its enjoyments; to pine
in the lap of eafe and of afiuence, and to exult in
the mid@k of alarms.that feem to threaten his be-
ing, in Yali whieh, his difpofition to aftion only
keeps pace with thevvariety of powers with which
he 1s furnithed; and the moft refpe@able attri-
butes of his mature, magnanimity, fortitude, and
wifdom, carry a manifeft reference teo the dif-
ficulties with which he is deftined o ftruggle.

Ir animal pleafure becomes infipid when the
fpirit is roufed by a different 'Oh_]C& it 1s well
known, likewife, thas the fenfe of pain is prevented
by any vehement affe&ion of the foul. Wounds
received in a heat of paffion, in the hurry, the ar-
dour, or confternation of battle, are never felt till
the ferment of the mind fubfides. Evenmt tor-
ments, deliberately applied, and induftrioufly
prolonged, are born with firmnefs, and with an
appearance of eafe, when the mind is poffeffed
with fome vigorous fentiment, whether of religion,,
enthufiafm, or love to mankind. Thc ¢ontinued
mortifications of fuperftitious devotees in-feveral
ages of the Chriftian church; the wild penunces,
#ill vo‘luntanly borne, during miny ‘yeats, by
the’ religionifls of the eaft; the contempt in which

famine
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famine and torture are held by moft favage na-
tions; the cheerful or obftinate pasience of the
foldier in thefield 5 the hardfhips endured by the
fportfman in his paftime, thow how much we may
err in computing the miferics of men, from the
meafures of trouble and of fuffering they {feem to
incur. Aad if there be a refinement in affirming,
that their happinefs is not to be meafured by the
contrary enjoyments, it is a refinement which was
made by Regulus and Cincinnatus before the date
of philofophy. Fabricius kgew it while he had
heard arguments only on the oppofite fide*: It
13 a refinement, which every boy knows at his
play, and every favage confirms, when he looks
from his foreft on the pacific city, and {corns the
plantation, whofe mafter he cares not to imitate,

Muan, it muftbe confefled, notwuhﬁan.dmg all
this aétivity of his mind, is an animal in the full
extent of that defignation. When the body fickens,
the mind droops; and when the blood ceafes to
flow, the foul takes its departure. Charged with
the care of his prefervation, admonifhed by a fenfe
of pleafure or pain, and guarded by an inftinctive
fear of death, nature hgg not intrufted his fafety
to the mere vigilance of his uvnderftanding, nor
to the government of his uncertain refleCtions.

Tre diftintion betwixt mind and body is fol-
lowed by confequences of the greateft import-
ance; but the facts to which we now refer, are

® Plutarch in Vit, Pyrch.
not
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not founded on any tencts whatever, They are
equally true, whether we admit or reje& the dif-
tin&tion im-queftion, or whether we fuppofe, that
this living sgent is formed of one, or is an af-
femblage of feparate natures. And the materi-
alift, 'by eréhting of man as of an engine, cannot
make any ‘chatigé in the ftate of his hiftory. He
is 2 being, who, by a multiplicity of vifible or-
gans, perfomxs 4 variety of fun&ions. He bends
his joints, ‘contra&ts ot rel#xes his 'muféles in our
fight, He¢ continues’ the beating of the heart in
bis breaft, and the flowing of the blood to every
part of his frame.  He performs other operations
which we cannot refer to any corporeal organ,
He percewcs, he recollelts; and forecafts; he de-
fires, and he fhuns; he admires, and contemns.
He enjoys his pleafures, or hie endures his pam
All thefe different funttions, if fomeé mcafurc;
gu wel or ill together. 'When the motion of the
blood is languid, the muicles relax, the under-
ftanding is tardy, and the fancy is dull: when
diftemper affails him, the phyfician muft attend
no lefs to what he thinks, than to what he eats,
and examine the returns of his paffion, togethet
with the ftrokes of his pulfe.

Wirn all his fagacity, his precautions, and his
inftinéts, which are given to preferve his being,
he partakes in the fate of other animals, and feems
to be formed oply that he may die. Myriads
perith before they reach the perfe&ion of their
kind'; and the individual, with an option te owe

the
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the prolongation of his temporary courfe to refo-
lution' and conduéty-or to-abied fear, frequently
chufes the latter, and, by a habit of timidity, em«
bitters the life he is fo intent to preferve.

Man, however, at times, exempted from this
mortifying lot, feems 1o act without any regard to
the length of his period. When he thinks intenfely,
ar defires with ardour, pleafures and pains from
any other quarver affail him in vain. Even in his
dying hour, the mufcles acquire a tone from his
{pirit, and the mind feems to depart in its vigour,
. and m the mudft of a ftruggle to obtain the re-
cent aim of its toils. Muley Moluck, borne on
his litter, and fpent with difeafe, ftill fought the
battle, in the midft of which he expired; and the
laft effort he made, with a finger on his lips, was
a fighal to conceal his death ®*: The precaution,
perhaps, of all which he had hitherto taken, the
mott neceffary to prevent a defeat.

CaN no reflections aid us in acquiring this habit
of the foul, fo ufeful in carrying us through many
of the ordinary fcenes of life? If we fay, that they
cannat, the reality of ite happinefs is not the lefs
evident. . The Greeks and the Romans confidered
pontempt of pleafure, endurance of pain, and ne-

le& of life, as eminent qualities of a man, and a
principal fubje¢t of difcipline. They trufted, that
the vigorous fpirit would find worthy objeéts on
ﬁv}gich to employ its force; and that the firlt Gep

* Vertot's Revolutions of Portugil,
o towards
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towards 2 refolute choice of fuch obje@s, was to
thake off the meannefs of a folicitous and timorous
mind.

MankIND, in general, have courted occafions
to difplay their courage, and frequently, in fearch
of admiration, have prefented a {pe@acle, which
to thofe who have ceafed to regard fortitude on
its own account, becomes a fubje& of horror.
Scevola held his arm in the fire, to fhake the foul
of Porfenna. The favage inures his body to the
torture, that in the hour of trial he may exult
ovet his enemy. Even the Muffulman tears his
flefh to win the heart of his miftrefs, ‘and comes
in gaiety ftreaming with blood, to fhew that he
delerves her efteein ®,

Some™nations carry the praljce of .inflkting,
ot of fporting with pain, to a degree that is'eicher
cruel or abfurd ; others regard every profpeét of
Bodily fuffering as the greateft of evils; and in
the midft of their troubles, imbitter every real
affliétion, with the terrors of a feeble and dejected
tmagination. We are not bound to anfwer for
the follies of either, nor, in treating a queftion
which relates to the nature of man, make an efti-
mate of its ftrength or its weaknefs, from the
habits or apprehenfions peculiar to any nation or
age.

® Letters of the Right Honourable Lady M—y Wt
Mdonnes

SECT.
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SECT, VIHL

The fame [ubjeld continued.

Hoxver has compared together the differ-
ent conditions and manners of men, un-
der varieties of education or fortune, will be {a-
Yisfied, that mere fituation- does not conftitute
their happinefs or mifery; nor a diverfity of ex-
ternal obfervances imply any oppofition of fenti-
ments on the fubjeft of morality. They exprefs
their kindnefs and their cnmxty in different ac-
tions; but kindnefs or enmny is ftill the princi-
palarticle of confideration in human life. They
engage in different purfuits, or acquiefce in dif-
fereng qondmons. but, aft from paffitMy ncerly
sﬂu: fa.me, There is no precife meafure of ace
commodmon required to fuit their convcmency,
por any degrec of danger or fafety under which
they are peculiarly fitted to act. Courage and
gcncroﬁty, fear and envy, are not peculiar to
any ftation or order of men; nor is there any
condmon in which fome of the huinan race have
not fhéwn, that jtis poﬁiblc ta employ, with pro-
Pr;c;y* she talents and virtues of their fpecies,

WhaT, then, is that myfterious rhing callcctl
Happine/s which may have place in fuch a variety
of ftationgg and to which circumftances, in one age
or nation thought neceffary, are in another held to
be deftru@ive or of no effe&t? It.is notrthe fuc-

ceffion
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ceffion of mere animal pleafures, which, apart
from the occupation or the company in which
they engage us, can fill up but a few moments
in human life. On oo frequent a repetition, thofe
pleafures turn to fatiety and difguft; they tear
the conftitution to which they are applied in ex-
cefs, and, like the lightning of night; only ferve
to darken the gloom through which they occae
fionally break. Happinefs is not that ftate of
repofe, or that imaginary freedom from care,
which at a diftance is fo frequent an objeét of
defire, but with its approach brings a tedium, or
a languor, more unfupportable than pain itfelf.
If the preceding obfervations on this fubjeét be
Jufty it arifes more from the purfuit, than from
the attainment of any end whatever; and inevery
new fituation to which we arrive; even in the
courfe of a profperous life, it depends more on
the degree in which our minds are properly ‘em-
played, than it does on the circumftances in which
we are deftined to a&, on the materials which are
placed in our hands, or the tools with which we
are furnifhed.

Ir this be confeffed in refped to that clafs of
purfuits which are ditinguithed by the name of
amufement, and which, in the cafe of menwhoare
commonly deemed the moft happy, occupy the
greater partof human life, we may apprehend, that
it holds, much more than 1s commonly fufpeéted,
1in many cafes of bufinefs, where the end to be

G gained
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gained, and not the occupation, is fuppofed to
have the principal value,

T uz mifer himfelf, we are told, can fometimes
confider the care of his wealth as a paftime, and
Iras challenged his heir, to have more pleafure in
fpending, than he in amaffing his fortune. With
this degree of indifference to what may be the con-
Ault of others; with this confinement of his care
to what he has chofen as his own province, more
efpecially if he has conquered in himfelf the paf-
fions of jealoufy and envy, which tear the covet-
ous mind; why may not the man whafe objet is
money, be underftood to lead a ife of amufement
and pleafure, not only more entire than that of
the fpendchrifr, but even as much as the virtuofo,
the {cholar, the man of tafte, or any of that clafs
of 'Perfons who have found out a method of pafl-
ing their leifure without offence, and to whom the
acquifitions made, or the works produced, in their
feveral ways, perhaps, are as ufelefs as the bag to
the mifer, or the counter to thofe who play from
mere diflipation at any game of {kill or of chance?

W are foon tired of diverfions that do not ap-
proach to the nature of bufinefs; thar is, that do
not engage fome paffion, or give an exercife pro-
portioned to our talents, and our faculties. The
chace and the gaming-table have each their dan-
gers and difficulties, to excite and employ the
mind. All games of contention animate our

emalation,
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emulation, and give a fpecies of party-zeal. The
mnathematician is only to be amufed with intricate
problems, the lawyer and the cafuift with cafes
that try their fubtilty, and occupy their judgment.

THe defire of attive engagements, like every
ather natural appetite, may be carried to excels;
and men may debauch in amufements, as well as
in the ufe of wine, ar other intoxicating hquors,
At firft, a trifling ftake, and the occupatign of 2
moderate paffion, may have ferved o amufe the
gamefter; but when the drug becomes familiar,
it fails to produce its effet: The play is made
deep, and the intereft increafed, to awaken his
attention ; he is carried on by degrees, and inthe
end comes to feek for amufement, and to find it
only in thofe paffions of anxiety, hope, and dee
{pair, which are roufed by the hazard into which
he has thrown the whole of his fortunes.

IF men can thus turn their amufements into a
fcene more ferious and interefting than that of
bufinefs itfelf, it will be difficult to aflign a rea-
fon, why bulinefs, and many of the occupations
of human life, independent of any diftant confe-
quences or future events, may not be chofen ag
an amufement, and adopted on account of the
paftime they bring. This is, perhaps, the-founs
dation on which, without the aid of reflec~
tion, the contented and the cheerful have refted
the gaiety of their tempers. It is, perhaps, the
moft fplid bafis of fortitude which any refle¢tion

Ga can
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can lay; and happinefs itfelf is fecured by making
a certain fpecies of conduc our amufement; and,
by confidering life in the general eftimate of its
value, as well on every particular occafion, as a
mere {cene for the exercife of the mind, and the
engagements of the heart. ¢ I will try and at-
t tempt every thing,” fays Brutus; ¢ I will ne-
¢ ver ceaft to recall my country from this ftate
« of fermlity. If the event be favourable, it will
¢ prove matter of joy to us ally if not, yet I,
¢ notwithftanding, fhall rejoice.” Why rejoice
in a difappointment ? Why not be dejected, when
his country was overwhelmed? Becaufe forrow,
perhaps, and dejetion, can do no good. Nay,
but they muft be ertdured when they come. And
whence fhould they come to me ? might the Ro-
man fay ; 1 have followed my mind, and can fol-
low it fill. Events may have changed the fitu-
ation in which I am deftined to a&t; hut can they
hinder my ating the part of a man? Shew mea
fituation in which a man can neither aé nor die,
and I will own he is wretched.

-~

WhHoever has the force of mind fteadily to
view human life under this afpec, has only te
chufe well his occupations, in order to command
that ftate of enjoyment, and freedom of foul,
which probably conftitute the peculiar felicity to
which his attive nature is deftined.

T ue difpofitions of men, and confequently their
occupations, are commonly divided into two prin-
cipal
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cipal claffes; the felfith, and the focial. The firft
are indulged in folitude; andwif they carry a re-
ference to mankind, it is that of emulation, com-
petition, and enmity. The fecond incline us to
live with our fellow-creatures, and to do them
good ; they tend to unite the members of fociety
together; they terminate in 2 mutual participa-
tion of their cares and enjoyments, and render
the prefence of men an occafion of joy. Under
this clafs may be enumerated the paffions of the
fexes, the affections of parents and children, ge-
neral humanity, or fingular atrachments; above
all, that habit of the foul by which we confider
ourfelves as but a part of fome beloved commu-
nity, and as but individual members of fome fo-
ciety, whofe general welfare is to us the fupreme
objelt of zeal, and the great rule of our conduét.
This affe@ion is a principle of eandour, which
knows no partia) diftintions, and is confined to
no bounds: it may extend us effets beyond our
perfonal acquaintance; it may, in the mind, and 1
thought, at leaft, make us feel a relation to the uni-
verfe, and to the whole creation of God. ¢ Shall
¢ any on¢,” fays Antoninus; ¢ love the city of
#¢ Cecrops, and you not love the city of God 2

No emotion of the heart is indifferent, It is
cither an aét of vivacity and joy, or a feeling of
fadnefs ; a tranfport of pleafure, or a convulfion
of anguith: and the exercifes of our different dif-
pefitions, as well as their gratifications, are likely

G 3 tQ
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to prove matter of the greateft importance to our
happinefs or mifery.

Txe individual is charged with the care of his
animal prefervation. He may exift in folitude,
and, far removed from fociety, perform many
funétions of fenfe, imagination, and reafon. He
is even rewarded for the proper difcharge of thofe
funfions ; and all the narural exercifes which re-
late to himfelf, as well as to his fellow-creatures,
not only occupy without diftreflimg him, but, in
many inflances, arc attended with pofitive plea-
fures, and fill up the hours of life with agreeable
occupation,

Turre ® a degree, however, in which we fup-
pofe that the care of ourfelves becomes a fource
of painful anxiety and cruel paffions; in which 1t
degenerates into avarice, vanity, or pride, and
in which, by foftering habits of jealoufy and envy,
of fear and malice, it becomes as deftru&ive of
our own enjoyments, as it is hoftile to the wel-
fare of mankind. This evil, however, is not to
be charged upon any excefs in the care of our-
felves, but upon a mere miftake in the choice of
our objects. We look abroad for a happinefls
which is to be found only in the qualities of the
heart: We think ourfelves dependent on acci-
dents ; and are therefore kept in fufpenfe and fo-
licitude: We think ourfelves dependent on the
will of other men; and are thercfore fervile and

timid :
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pimid : We think our felicity is placed in fubjeéts
for which our fellow-creatures are rivals and
competitors ; and 1n purfuit of happinefs, we en~ -
gage in thofe {cenes of emulation, envy, hatred,
anmimofity, and revenge, that lead to the higheft
pitch of diftrefs. We a&, in fhort, as if to pres
ferve ourfelves were to retain our weaknefs, and
perpetuate our {ufferings.  We charge the ills of
a diftempered imagination, and a corrupt heare,
to the account of our fellow-creatures, to whom
we refer the pangs of our difappointment or ma-
lice ; and while we fofter our mifery, are furprifed
that the care of ourfelves is attegded with no bet-
ter effects.  But e who rcmcm%crs that he 1s by
nature a rational being, and a member of fociety;
that to preferve himfeff, is to preferve his reafon,
and to preferve the beft fuelings of his heart; will
encounter with none of thefe Mconveniencies y
and n the care of humfelf, will find fubjeéts only
of fatisfaction and triumph,

Tue divifion of our appetites nto benevoient
and felfith, has probably, in fome degice, helpcd
to miflead our apprehenficn on the fubjedt of per-
fonal enjoyment and private good, and our zedl
to prove thar virtue is difinterefted, has not
greatl¥ promoted 1ts caufe, The graufication of
a felfith defire, it 1s thought, brings advahtage or
pleafure to ourfelves, that of benevolence termi-
pates in the pleafure or advantage of others:
Whereas, in reality, the graufication of every

G4 deline
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defire is a perfonal enjoyment, and its value being
proportioned to the particular quality or force
of the fentiment, it may happen that the fame
perfon may reap a greater advantage from the
good fortune he has procured to another, then
trom that he has obtained for himfelf.

WHIiLE the gratifications of benevolence, there-
fore, are as much our own as thofe of any other
defire whatever, the mere exercifes of this difpofi-
tion are, on many accounts, to be confidered as
the firft and the principal conftituent of human
bappinefs. Every att of kindnefs, or of care, in
the parent to Ris child; every emotion of the
heart, in friendthip or in love, in public zeal, or
general humanity, are fo many alls of enjoy-
ment and fatisfattion.  Pity itfelf, and compaf-
fion,"even grie{ and melancholy, when grafted
on fome tender affection, partake of the nature
of the ftock ; and if they are not pofitive plea-
fures, are at leaft pains of a peculiar nature,
which we do not even with to exchange but for a
very real enjoyment, obtained in relieving our
obje&t. Even extremes in this clafs of our dif-
‘pofitions, as they are the reverfe of hatred, envy,
and malice, {0 they are never attended with thofe
cxcrt’Jciéting anxieties, jealoufies, and fcar!; which
tear the interefted mind; or if, in reality, any ill
paffion’ arife from a pretended attachment to our
fellow-creatures, that attachment may be fafely
condemned, as not genuine, If we be dit’mj&f’inl

of
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or jealous, our pretended affe®tion is probably no
more than a defire of attentipn and perfonal con-
fideration, a motive which frequently inclines ug
to be conneted with our fellow-creatures; but
to which we are as frequently willing to facrifice
their happinefs. We confider them as the tools
of our vanity, pleafure, or intereft; not as the
parties on whom we may beftow the effects of our
good-will, and our love,

A minD devoted to this cl#f of its affe&tions,
being occupied with an obje¢t that may engage it
hahitually, is not reduced to court the amufe-
ments or pleafures with which perfons of an ill
temper are obliged to repair their difgufts: And
temperance becomes an eafy rafk when gratifica-
tions of fenfe are fupplanted by thofe of the heart.
Courage, too, is moft eafily affumtd, or is r}xthcr'
infeparable from thar ardour of the mind, in fo-
ciety, friendfhip, or in public action, which
makes us forget fubjeéts of perfonal anxiety or
fegy, and attend chiefly to the obje& of our zeal
or affetion, not to the tnfling inconveniencies
dangers, or hardfhips, which we ourfelves may
entounter in ftriving to maintain it.

It fhould feem, therefore, to be the happinefs
of man, to make his focial difpofitions the ruling
fpring of his occupations; to ftate himfelf as the
member of a community, for whofe general good
bis Weart may glow with an ardent zeal, to the

fuppreflion
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fuppreffion of thofc perfonal cares which are the
foundation of painful anxieties, fear, jealoufy, and
envy ; or, as Mr. Pope expreffes the fame fetiment,

‘¢ Man, like the generous vine, fupported lives;
¢« The ftrength he gains, is from th’embrace he
« glVCS % >

We commonly apprehend, that it is our duty
to do kindneffes, and our happinefs to reteive
them: but if, i%greahty, courage, and a heart
devoted to the good of mankind, are the confti-
tuents of human feliaity, the kindnefs which 1s
done infers a happinefs in the peifon from whom
it proceeds, not in him,on whom it is beftowed ;
and the greateit good which men poffeffed of for-
titude and generofity can procure to their fellow-
creadtures, is a participation of this happy charaéter,

Ir this be the good of the individual, it 1s Like-
wife that of mankind, and virtue no longer im-
pofes a tafk by which we are abliged to bc?w
upon others that good from which we ourfelves

*refrain ; but fuppofes, in the higheft degree, as
poffeflfed by ourfelves, that ftate of felicity which
we are required to promote in the world. ¢« You
« will confer the greateft benefit on your city,”
fays Epictetus,  not by raifing the roofs, but by
«¢ exalting the fouls of your fellow-citizens; for

® The fame maxim will apply throughout every gart of
nature. Fo bowe, 21 to empoy pleafure : To bate, is 10 be i pam.

(13 it
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it is better that great fouls fhould live in fmall
t¢ habitations, than thar abje& flaves thould bur-
¢ row in great houfes +.”

‘To the benevolent, the fatisfaltion of others is
a ground of enjoyment; and exiftence itfelf, in 2
world that is governed by the wifdom of God,
is a blefling. The mind, freed from cares that
leag to pufillanimity and meannefs, becomes calm,
active, fearlefs, and bold; capablé of every en-
terprife, and vigorous in the exercife of every
talent, by which the nature of man is adorned.
On this foundation was raifed the admirable cha-
rafter, which, during a certain period of their
ftory, diftinguithed the celebrated nations of an.
tiquity, and rendered familiar and ordinary in
their manners, examples of magnanimity, which,
under governments lefs favourable to the publid
affeGtions, rarely occur; or which, without being
much pradifed, or even underftood, are made
fubjets of admiration and fwelling panegyric.
« Thus,” fays Xenophon, ¢ died Thrafybulus;
¢ who indeed appears to have been a good man.”
What valuable praife, and how fignificant to
thofe who know the ftory of this admirable per-
fon! The members of thofe illuftrious ftates, from
the habit of confidering themfelves as part of a
community, or at leaft as deeply involved with
fome order of men in the ftate, were regardlefs

1 .Mn. Carter’s tranflation of the works of Epittetus.
of
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of perfonal confiderations: they had a perpetual
view to objelts which excite a great ardour in the
foul; which led them to aét perpetually in the view
of their fellow-citizens, and to praétife thofe arts
of deliberation, elocution, policy, and war, on
which the fortunes of nations, or of men, in their
colle&ive body, depend. To the force of mind
colleéted 1n this career, and to the improvements
of wit which were made 1n purfuing it, thefe_na-
tions owed, not only their magnanimity, and the
fuperionty of their political and military condué,
hut even the arts of poetry and literature, which
among them were only the inferior appendages
of a genius otherwife excited, cultivated, and re-
fined.

To the ancient Greek, or the Roman, the in-
\'lividiml was no"thing, and the public every thing.
To the modern, in too many nations of Europe,
the individual is every thing, and the public no-
thing. The ftate is merely a combination of de-
partments, in which confideration, wealth, emi-
nence, or power, are offered as the reward of fer-
vice. It was the nature of modern government,
even in jts firt inftitution, to beftow on every
individpal 2 fixed ftation and dignity, which he
was to mamtam for himfelf. Our anceftors, in
rude ages, durmg the recefs of wars from abroad,
fought for thejr pcrfonal claims at home, and by
their competitions, and the balance of their
powers, maintained a kind of political freedon in

the
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the ftate, while private parties were fubjeét to con-
tinual wrongs and oppreflions. Their pofterity,
in times more polithed, have reprefied the civil
diforders in which the¢ afivity of earlier ages
chiefly confifted ; but they employ the calm they
have gained, not in foftering a zeal for thofe
laws, and that conftitution of government, to
which they owe their protectian, but in prattfing
apart, and each for -himfelf, the feveral arts of
perfonal advancement, or profit, which their po-
litical eftablithments may enable them to purfue
with fuccefs, Commerce, which may be fup-
pofed to comprehend every lucrative art, is ac.
cordingly confidered as the great objeét of na~
tions, and the principal ftudy of mankind,

So much are we accuftomed to confider per-
fonal fortune as the fole object oftare, thafeven.
under popular eftablifhments, and in ftates where
different orders of men are fummoned to par-
take in the government of their country, and
where the liberties they enjoy cannot be long pre-
ferved, without vigilance and activity on the part
of the fubje&; ftll they, who, in the vulgar
phrafe, have not their fortunes to make, are fup.
pofed to be at a lofs for occupation, and betake
themfelves to folirary paftimes, or cultivate what
they are pleafed to call a tafte for gardening,
building, drawing, or mufick. With this aid,
they endeavour to fill up the blanks of a liftlefs
life, and avoid the neceflity of curing their lan-

guors
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guors by any pofitive fervice to their country, or
to mankind,

Tue weak or the malicious are well employed
in any thing that is innocent, and are fortunate in
finding any occupation which prevents the effects
of a temper that would prey upon themfelves, or
upon their fellow-creatures. But they who are
bleffed with a happy difpofition, with capacity and
vigour, incur a real debauchery, by having any
amufement that occupies an improper fhare of
their time ; and are really cheated of their hap-
pinefs, in being made to believe, that any occu-
pation or paftime is better fitted to amufe them-
{clves, than that which at the fame time produces
fome real good to their fellow-creatures.

This fort ofentertainment, indeed, cannot be
the choice of the mercenary, the envious, or the
malicious. Its value is known only to perfons of
an oppofite temper ; and to their experience alone
we appeal. Guided by mere difpofition, and with-
out the aid of refle&tion, in bufinefs, in friendfhip,
and in public life, they often acquit themfelves
well; and borne with fatisfattion on the tide of
their emotions and fentiments, enjoy the prefent
hour, without recolle@ion of the paft, or hopes
of the future. It is in fpeculation, not in prac-
tice, they are made to difcover, that virtue is 3
tafk of feverity and felf-denial,

SECT,
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SECT. IX,
Of National Felicity,

AN is, by nature, the member of a com-

munity ; and when confidered in this ca=
pacity, the individual appears to be no longer
made for himfelf. He muft forego his happinefs
and his freedom, where thefe interfere with the
good of fociety. Heis only part of a whole; and
the praife we think due to his virtue, is bur a
branch of that more general commendation we
beftow on the member of a body, on the part of
a fabric, or engine, for being well fitted to oc-
cupy its place, and to produce its effect.

Ir,this follow from the relation of a part, to its
whole, and if the public good be the principal
objet with individuals, it is likewife tiue, that
the happinefs of individuals is the great end of
civil fociety : for, in what fenfe can a public en-
joy any good, if its members, confidered apart,
be unhappy ?

Tue interelts of fociety, however, and of irts
members, are eafily reconciled. If the individual
owe cvery degree of confideration to the public,
he receives, in paying that very confideration,

the greateft happinefs of which his nature is ca-
i pable;
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pable; and the greateft blefling the public can
beftow on its members, is to keep them attached
to itfelf. Thatis the moft happy ftate, which is
moft beloved by its fubjefts; and they are the
moft happy men, whofe hearts are engaged to a
community, in which they find every object of
generofity and zeal, and a fcope to the exercife of
every talent, and of every virtuous difpofition.

Arter we have thus found general maxims,
the greater part of our trouble remains, their jutt
application to particular cafes. Nations are dif-
ferent in refpect to their extent, numbers of people,
and wealth; in refpect to the arts they pratife,
and the accommodations they have procured.
Thefe circumftances may hot only affect the man-
ners of men; they even, in our efteem, come into
comgetition wigh the article of manners itfelf; are
fuppofed to conftitute a national felicity, vinde-
pendent of virtue; and give a title, upon which
we indulge our own vanity, and that of other na-
tions, as we do that of private men, on the fcore
of their fortunes and honours.

Bur if this way of meafuring happinefs, When
applied to private men, be ruinous and falfe, itis
1o no lefs when applied to nations. Wealth, com-
merce,-extent of territory, and the knowledge of
arts, are, when properly employed, the means of
prefervation, and the foundations of power. 1f they
fail in part, the nation is weakened; if they were

eneirely
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entirely with-held, the race would perith: Their
tendency is to maintain numbers of men, but not
to conftitute happinefs. They will accordingly
maintain the wretched as well as the happy.
They anfwer one purpBfe, but are not therefore
fufficient for all; and are of little fignificance,
when only employed to maintain a timid, de-
jected, and fervile people.

Grear and powerful ftates are able to over-
come and fubdue the weak ; polithed and com-
mercial nations have more wealth, and pra&ife
a greater variety of arts, than the rude: But the
happinefs of men, in all cafes alike, confifts in
the bleflings of a candid, an adtive, and firenu-
ous mind. And if we confider the ftate of fociety
merely as that into which manking are led by
their propenfities, as a ftate to be valued frorn its
effect 1n preferving the g';ecies, in ripening their
talents, and exciting tHeir virtues, we nced not
enlarge our communities, in order to enjoy thefe
advantages. We frequently obtain them in the
moft remarkable degree, where nations remain
independent, and are gf a fmall extent.

To intreafe the numbers of mankind, may be
admitted as a great and important object: But
to extend the limits of any particelar ftate, is not,
perhaps, the way to obtain it; while we defiro
that our fellow-creatures fhould mulciply, it does

not folkow, that the whole thould, if poflible, be
H united



98 Of National Felicity. Pate 1,

united under one head. We are apt té admire
the empire of the Romans, as a model of national
greatnefs and fplendour: But the greatnefs we
admire in this cafe, was mainous to the virtue and
the happinefs of mankifid; it was fousd to be
inconfiftent with all the advantages which that
conquering people had formerly emoyed in the
articles of government and manners,

Tue emulation of nations proceeds from their
divifion. A clufter of flates, like a company of
mein, find the exercife of their reafon, and the
teft of their virtues, in the affairs they tranfadt,
upon a foot of equality, and of feparate intereft.
The meafures taken for fafety, including great
‘part of the national policy, are relative in every
ftase to whatds apprehended from abroad. Athens
was neceflary to Sparta in the exercife of her
virtue, as fteel is to fliht in the prodution of
fire; and if the ciues of Greece had been united
under one head, we fhould never have heard of
Epariinondas or Thrafybulus, of Lycurgus or
Solon.

Wuen we reafon in behalf of our fpecies,
therefore, although we may lament the 'abufes
which fometimes arife from independence, and
oppofition of intereft ; yer, whilft any degrees of
virtue remain with maakind, we cannot wifh to
erowd, under one eftablifhment, numbers of
men who'-may ferve to conftitwte feveraly.or to

5 commit
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cormmit affairs 1o the condud of one femate; ong
legiflative or executive power, which, upon e
diftin€t and feparate footing, wight furnith an
exercife of ability, and a thegtre of glory to many.

Tuis may be a fubjeét upon which no deter-
minate rule can be given; but the admiration of
boundlefs domiricn 1s a ruinous error, and in no
inflance, perhaps, is the real 1uterelt of mankind
more entrely miftaken.

TrE meafure of enlargement to be withed for
in any parucular ftate, is ofren to be taken from
the condition of its neighbours. Where 2 num-
ber of ftaces are cantguous, they fhould be near
an equality, in order that they may be mutually
objedts of refpect and confiderationaand inerder
that they may poficfs that independence 1n which
the political life of a nation confifts.

Waen the kingdoms of Spain were unlted,
when the great fiefs in France were annexed to the
crown, it was no longer expedient for the nations
of Great Britain to continue disjoined.

Tue fmall republics of Greece, indeed, by
their fubdivifions, and the balance of their power,
found almoft in every village the objet of
nations. Every little diftri®& was a nurfery of
excellent men, and what is now the wretched

corner”of a great empire, was the ficld on which’
H: mankind
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mankind have reaped their principal hoffours.
But in modern Europe, republics of a fimilar
extent are like fhrubs, under the fhade of a
taller wood, choaked by the neighbourhood of
more powerful ftates. 1A their cafe, a eertain
difproportion of force fruftrates, in a great mea-
fure, the advantage of feparation. They are like
the trader in Poland, who is the more defpicable,
and the lefs fecure, that he is neither mafter nor
flave.

INDEPLNDENT communities, in the mean time,
however weak, are averfe to a coalition, not only
where it comes with an air of impofitien, or un-
equal treaty, but even where it implies no more
than the admiffion of new members to ar equal
thare of coniMeration with the old. The citizen
has no intereft in the annexation of kingdoms ; he
mutlt find his impertance diminithed, as the ftate
is enlarged: But ambitious men, under the en-
largement of territory, find a more plentiful har-
veft of power, and of wealth, while goverament
itfelf 1s an cafier tafk. Flence the ruinous pro-
grels of empire; and hence free nations, under
the fhew of acquiring dominion, fuffer them-
telves, in the end, to be yoked with the flaves
they had conquered.

Our defire to augment the force of a nation is
the only pretext for enlarging its territory ; but
this meafure, when purfued ro extremes, feldom
Tails to fruftrate itfelf,

Norwitu-
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NoTwITHSTANDING the advantage of numbers,
and fuperior refources in war, the ftrength of 3
pation is derived frun the chara&er, not from
the wealth, nor from the multitude of jts people.
If the treafure of a ftate can hire numbers of men,
eret ramparts, and quniﬂm the implements of
war; the pofleflions 'of the fearful are eafily
feized ; a timorous multitude falls into rout of
itfelf, ramparts may be fcaled where they are
not defended by valour; and arms are of confe-
quence only in the hands of the brave, The
band to which Agefilaus pointed as the wall of
his city, made a defence for their country more
permanent, and more effe€tual, than the rock and
the cement with which other cities were fortified.

Wk fhould owe little to that ftgtefman_who
were to contrive a defence that might fupesfede
the external ufes of virtue. It 1s wifely ordered
for man, as a rational being, that the employ-
ment of reafon is neceflary to his prefervatior ; it
Is fortunate for him, in the purfuir of diftinétion,
that his perfonal confideration depends on his
chardfter; and it 1s fortunate for nations, that,
in order to be powerful and {afe, they muft ftrive
to maintain the courage, and cultivate the vir-
tues, of their people. By the ufe of fuch means,
they at once gain their external ends,and are happy.

Peace and unanimity are commonly confidered
a8 thes principal foundations of public felicity ;

H 3 yet
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yet the nvfﬂ&np of feparate communities, and the
agitations of a free people, are the principles of
polmcal 1tfe, and the fchool of men. How fhall
we reconcile thefe jarring and oppofite tenets ? It
is, perhaps,’ not neceflary to reconcile them.
The pacific may do what they can to allay the
animofities, and to reconcile the opinions, of
men ; and it will be happy if they can fucceed in
repreffing their crimes, and in calming the worft
of their paffiops. Nothing, in the mean tme,
but corruption or flavery can fupprefs the debates
that fubfift among men of integrity, who bear an
equal part 1n the admuniftration of ftate.

A rErFECTagreementinmatters of opinion is not
to be obtained in the moft feleét company, and if
it were, whek would become of fociety ? ¢ The
« Spartan legiflator,”” fays Plutarch, ¢ appears
«¢ to have fown the feeds of variance and diffen-
‘¢ tion among his countrymen: he meant that
« good citizens thould be led to difpute; he
¢ confidered emulation as the brand by which
s¢ their virtues were kindled ; and feemed to ap-
« prehend, thar a wmplmfance, by which men
<¢ fubmit their opinions without examination, is
¢ a principal fource of corruption,””

Forms of government are fuppofed to decide
of the happinefs or mifery of mankind. But forms
of government muft be varied, in order to fuit
the extent, the way of fubfitence, the chira&ter,

anq
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and the manners of different nations. In fome
cafes, the mulurude may be fuffered to govern
themfelves ; in others’ they muft be feverely re-
ftrained. The inhabitants of a willage, 1n fome
primiuive age, may have been fafely intrufted to
the conduét of reafon, and to the fuggeftion of
their 1nnocent views ; but the tenants of Newgate
can fcarcely be trufted, with chains locked to
their bodies, and bars of iron fixed to their legs.
1Tow 1s 1t pofiible, therefore, to find any fingle.
formm of government that would {uit mankind in
¢very condition ?

We proceed, however, in the following fec-
tion, to point out the diftinfions, and to explain
the language which occurs 1n this place, on the
head of different moedels for fubordination angd
government,

H 4 SECT.
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SECT. X

The fame Subjed? continued.

T is a common obfervation, That mankind

were originally equal. They have indeed by
nature equal rights to their prefervation, and to
the ufe of their talents; but they are fitted for
different ftations; and when they are claffed by a
rule taken from this cxrcumf’cance, they fuffer no
injuftice on the fide of their natural rlghts Itis
obvious, that fome mode of {pbordmauon 1s as
neceffary to men as fociety itfelf; 'and this, not
only to attain the ends of government, but tQ
comply with an order eftablithed by nature.

Prror to any political inftirytion whatever,
men are dualified by a grear diverfity of talents,
by a different tone of the foul, and ardour of the
paffions, o a& 8 variety of parts. Bring them
together, each will find his place. " They cenfure
or applaud in a bodys they confult and deliberate
in more fele€t parties; they take or give an af-
cendant as individuals ; and numbers are by this
means fitted to aét in company, aMl to preferve
their communities, before any formal diftribution
of office is made.

‘Wz are formed to a& in this mapner ; and if
e have any doubts with relation to the rights of
movernment
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overnment in general, we owe qur perplexigy
more to the fubtilties of the fpeculatwe, than tg
any uncertainty in the feelings of the heart. In-
volved in the refolutions of qur company, we
move with the crowd before we have determined
the rule by which its will is colleted. We foliow
a leader, before we have fettled the ground of his
pretcnﬁons, or adju{’cgq the form of his cleftion:
and it is not till after mankind have committed
many errors in the capacitics of magiftrate and
fubject, that they think of making government
jtielf a fublc& of rules.

Ir, therefore, in cpnfidering the wvariety of
forms under which focieties fubfift, the cafuift is
pleafed to inquire, What title on¢ man, or any
number of men, have to controul his altions ?
he may be anfwered, None at all, provxm that
his actions have ro cffet to the prejudice of his
fellow-creatures; but if they have, the rights of
defence, and the obligation to reprefs the commif-
fion of wrangs, belong to collective badies, as well
as to individuals. Many rude nations, having no
formal tribunals for the judgment of crimes, af-
femble, when alarmed by any flagrant offence,
and take their meafures with the criminal as they
would with an enemy,

But will this confideration, which confirms the
sicle to fovereignty, where it is exercifed by the
fociety in its collelive capacity, ar by thafe to

2, whom

A
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whom the pewers of the whole are committed,
{ikewife fupporc the claim to dominion, wherever
it is cafually lodged, or even where it is only
maintained by force *

THrs quettion may be fufficiently anfwered, by
obferving, that a nght to do juftice, and to do
good, 1s competent to every individual, or order
of men; and that the exercife of this right has no
Limits but in the defe® of power. Whoever,
therefore, has power, may employ 1t to this ex-
rent; and no previous convention 15 required to
juit:fy his conduct.  But a nght to do wrong, or
to commit injuftice, 1s an abufe of Janguage, and
a contradiCtion 1n terms. It is no more compe-
tent to the colle@tive body of a people, than it
is toary fingle ufurper. When we admic fuch a
prerogative in- the cafe of any fovereign, we can
only mean to exprefs the extent of his power, and
che force with which he is enabled to execute his
pleafure. Such a prerogative 1s afflumed by the
Jeader of banditti at the head of his gang, or by
-a defpotic. prince at the head of his troops. When
the fword 1s prefented by either, the traveller or
the inhabitant may fubmit from a fenfe of necef-
fity or fear; but he lies under no obligation from
a motrve of duty or juflice.

Tue multiplicity of forms, in the mean time,
which different focicties offer to our view, is al-
moi wfinite, The cjafies into which they #iftri~

bute
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bute their members, the manner in which*they“
eftablith the legiflative and executive powers, the
imperceptible circumftances by which they are led
to have diferent cuftoms, and to confer on their
governors unequal meafures of power and autho-
rity, giwve rife to perpetual diftinctions between
conftitutions the moft nearly refembling each
other, and give to human affairs a variety in de-
tail, which, 1n its full extent, no undcrﬂanding
can comprehend, and no memory retain,

In order to bave a general and comprchenfive
knowledge of the whole, we mult be determined
on this, as on every other fubjed, to overlook
many particulass and fisgulannes, diitinguithing
different governments; to fix our attentton on
certain points, in which many agre ; agesthere-
by eftablith a few gencral heads, under which the
fubjeét may be diftinétly confidered. When we
have marhed the charaztentftics which form the
general points of co-incidence, when we have
purfued them to their confequences n the feveral
modes of legiflation, execation, and judicature,
in the eftablifhments which relate to police, com-
merce, religion, or domeftic life; we have made
an acquifition of knowledge, which. though it
does not fuperfede the neceflity of experience, may
{ferve to direct our inquiries, and, in the midft of
affairs, give an order and a method for the ar-
rangement of particulars that occur to our obfer-
yatids,

Waen
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Waen I recolle& what the Prelident Mon.
tefquieu has written, I am at a lofs 1o tell, why
I thould treat of human affairs: But ] too am
inftigated by my refleCtions, and my fentiments ;
and 1 may utter them more to the comprehenfion
of ordinary capacities, becaufe I am more on the
level of ordinary men. If it be neceflary to pave
the way for what follows on the general hiftory of
patiops, by giving fome account of the heads un-
der which various forms of government may be
conveniently ranged, the reader thould perhaps be
referred to what has been already delivered on the
fubje& by this profound politician and amiable
moralift. In his writings will be found, not only
the original of what I am now, for the fake of
order, to copy from him, bug hikewite probably
the fogrce of gpany obfervations, which, in diffe-
rent places, I may, under the belief of invention,
have repeated, without quoting their author,

Txe ancient philofophers treated of governinent
commonly under three heads; the Democratic,
the Ariftocratic, and the Defpotic. Their atten-
tion was chiefly occupied with the varieties of re-
publican government, and they paid little regard
to a very important diftin&tion, which Mr, Mon-
tefquieu has made, between defpotsfim and mo-
parchy. He too has confidered government as re-
ducible to three general forms; and, ¢ to under-
« Rand the nature of each,” he obferves, ¢ it is
¢ fufficient to recal ideas which are familiar ‘with

« men
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« men of the leaft reficition, who admit three
«¢ definitions, or rather three fats: That 2 res
« public is a ftate in which the people in a col-
« le@ive body, or a part of the people, poffefs
¢« the fovereign power: That monarchy 1s that
¢« in which one man governs, according to fixed
¢ gnd determinate laws: And a defpotifm is that
¢« in which one man, without law, or rule of ad-
«¢ miniftration, by the mere impulfe of will or ca-
s price, decides, and carries every thing before
¢ him.”

Repusrics admic of a very material diftinétion,
which is pointed out in the general definition ;
that between democracy and ariftocracy. In the
firft, fupreme power remains in the hands of the
collective body. Lvery office of magiftaey, at
the nomination of this fovereign, is open to every
citizen 3 who, in the difeharge of his duty, be-
comes the muntfter of the people, and account.
able to them for every objeét of his truft.

In the fccond, the fovereignty is lodged in &
particular clafs, or order of men ; who, being once
named, continue for life;; or, by the hereditary dif-
tinctions of birth and fortune, are advanced to a
ftation of permanent fuperiority, From this order,
and by their nomination, all theoffices of magiftracy
are filled; and in the differenc afiemblies which
they conltitute, whatever relates to the legiflatiag,
the execution, or jurifdiction, is finally determined.

Ma..
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MRr. Montefquieu has pointed oot the fentis
1 .
ments or maxims from which men muft be fup-
pofed to act under thefe different governments.

In democracy, they muft love equality ; they
muft refped the rights of their fellow-citizens 3
they muft unite by the common ties of affeftion
to the ftate. In forming perfonal pretenfions,
they muft be fausfied with that degree of confi-
deration they can procure by their abilities fairly
meafured with thofe of an opponent; they muft
labour for the public without hope of profit;
they muft reject every attempt to create -a per-
fanal dependence, Candour, force, and eleva«
gion of mind, in fhort, are the props of dema-
cracy ; and virtue 1s the principle of conduét res
quired4o itsprefervation,

How beautiful a pre-eminence on the fide of
popular government! and how ardendy fhould
mapkind with for the form, 1f 1t tended to efta-
blifh the principle, or were, in every inltance, a
fure dication of its-prefence !

Butr perhaps we muft have pofleffed the prin-
ciple, 1n order, with any hopes of advantage, to
receive the form; and where the firft is entirely
extinguifhed, the other may be fraught with evil,
if any additional evil deferves to be fhunned
wgcre men are already unhappy.

AT
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At Conftantinople or Algiers, it is a miferable
fpettacle when men pretend to at on a foot of
equality : They only mean ‘to thake off the re-
ftraints of government, and to ferze as much as
they can of that fpoil, whieb, in ordinary times,
is ingroffed by the mafter- they ferve.

It is one advantage of democracy, that the
principal ground of diftin&ion bemg perfonal
qualities, men are claffed accerding to their abi-
lities, and to the merit of their aétions. Though
all have equal pretenfions to power, yet the ftate
1s aftually governed by a few, The majority of
the people, even in their capacity of fovereign,
only pretend to employ their fenfes ; to feel, when
preffed by national inconveniences, or threatened
by public dangers, and with the spdouggbich 15
apt to arife in crowded affemblies, to urge the
purfuits in which they are engaged, or to repet
the attacks with which they are menaced.

Tae moft perfet equahity of rights can never
exclude the afcendant of fuperior minds, nor the
affemblies of a colleftive body govern without
the direftion of felect councils. On this account,
popular government may be confounded with
ariftocracy. But this alone does not cdnftitute
the charaéter of ariftocratical government. Here
the members of the ftate are divided, at leaft, into
two claffeg ; of which one is deftined to commagd,
the bther to obey. No merits or defelts can

raife
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raife or fink a perfan from one clafs to the other.
The only effe&k of perfonal charalteris, to procute
to the individual a fultable degree of tonfideratios
with his own order, not to vary his rank. In one
fituation bhe is taught to affume, in another to
yield the pre-eminence. He occupies the ftation
of patron or client, and is either the fovereign or
the fubject of his country. The whole citizens
may unit¢ in executing the plans of ftate, but
never in deliberating on its meafures, or enatting
its laws. 'What belongs to the whole people un-
der democracy, is here confined to a part. Mem-
bers of the fuperior order; are among themfelves,
poflibly, clafled according to their abilities, but
retain a perpetual afcendant over thofe of inferior
ftatton., They are at once the fervants and the
mafterg. of the ftate, and pay, with their perfonal
‘attendance and with their blood, for the civil or
mulitary honours they enjoy.

‘T'o maintain for himfelf, and to admit n his
fellow-citizen, a perfect equahity of privilege and
ftation, is no longer the leading maxim of the
member of fuch a community. The rights of men
are modified by their condition. One order claims
more than it is willing t6 yield ; the other muft
be ready to yield what it does not affume to
#felf : and it is with good reafon that Mr. Mon-
gefquicu gives to the principle of futh governe
mens the nae of moderadion; not of vire.

Tas
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felevation of one clafs % 3 modérated arro-

guhde; .the' fubmilfion of the other a himited de-
ferende. The firft mult bé careful, by concealing
the ihividious part of their diftin&tion, to palliate
whawiis grievous in the public arrangement, and
by “heir education, #ir cultivaced manners, and
improved talents, t6 appear quahfied for the fta-
tions theyroccupy.  The other muft be taught to
yicld, ¥rom-refpet and perlofal attachment,
what could not otherwife be extorted by faroe,
When this moderation fails on cither fide, the
Lonﬁxtunon totters. A populace enraged o mu-
tisy, may claim the right of equality to which
they are admitted in democramcal, flates ; o
nobility bent on dominion, may chufe amoig
themfclves, or find already pointzd out to them,
a fovereign, who, by advantages of #r tumoipo-
pularity, orabilities, 15 ready to feize for his own fa~
mily, that envied power which has already carried
his order beyond the limits of moderation, and ine
feCed parcicular men with a boundlefs ambiton,

Mo arcuizs have accordingly been found with
the recent marks of arifiocracy. There, howeverf
the monaich 1¢ only the firft among the noblés 3
he muft be fatisfied with a limited power; his
fubjeéts ate ranged into clafies; he finds on'every
quarger a pretenee to privilege that circumfcribes”
his authority ; and he finds aforee Mmmrb
confine his adminifiration withis ¢ W
of equity, sand determinagg laws.

1 Unpis
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Unper fuchegovernments, however, the love
of equality is prepofterous, and moderation itfelf
is unneceflary. The objeét of every fank is pre-
eedency, and every order may difplay-its advan-
tages to their full extent. The fovereign himfelf
owes great part of his autMrity to the founding
titles and the dazzling equipage which he ex-
hibits in public, The fubordinate ranks lay claim
to imporsance by a like exhibition, and for that
purpofe carry in every inftant the enfigns of their
birth, or the ornaments of their fortune. What
clfe could mark out to the individual the relation
in which he ftands to his fcllow-fubjc’&s, or dl-
tinguifh the numberlefs ranks that fill up the in-
terval between the ftate of the fovereign and that
of the peafant? Or what elfe could, in ftates of
a gitasrextomt, preferve any appearance of order,
among members difunited by ambition and in-
tereft, and deftined to form a community, with-
our the fenfe of any common concern ?

MonarcHies are generally found, where the
ftate is enlarged, in population and in territory,
beyond the numbers and dimenfions that are con-
liftent with republican govermnment. Together
with thefe cireumftances, great inequalities arife
in the diftribution of property ; and the defire of
pre-eminence becomes the” predominant paffion.
Every rank would exercife its prerogative, and
the fovereign is perpetually tempted to enlarge his
own; if fubje@s, whg defpair of peecddence,

2 plead
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plead for equality, he is willing to favour their
claims, and to aid them in reducing pretenfions,
with which he himfelf is, on many occafions, ob-
liged to contend. In the event of fuch a policy,
many invidious diftinctions and grievances pecu-
liar to monarchical gevernment, may, in appear-
ance, be removed; but the ftate of equality 1o
which the fubjeéts approach is that of flaves;
equally dependent on the will of a mafter, not that
of freemen, in a condition to¢ maintain their own.

The principle of monarchy, according to
Montefquiéu, is horiour. Men may poffefs good
qualities, elevation of mind, and fortitude ; but
the fenfe of equality, that will bear no incroach-
ment on the perfonal rights of the meaneft citizen;
the indignant fpirit, that will not coust_gprotec-
tion, nor accept as a favour what is due*as a
tight ; the public affe€tion, which is founded on
the negle&t of perfonal confiderations, are neither
confiftent with the prefervation of the conftitu-
tion, nor agreeable tc the habits acquired in any
ftacion afligned to 1ts members,

Every condition is poffefied of peculiar dig-
nity, and points out a propriety of condu&, which
men of ftation are obliged to maintain. -In the
commerce of fuperioss and inferiors, it is the ob-
je& of ambmon, and of vanity, to refine on the
advantages of rank ; while, to facilitate the inter-
courfes of polite fociety, it is the aim of good
breeding to difguife, or reject them.

I1a Trovon
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TroucH the obje@s of confideration are rather
the dignities of ftation than perfonal qualities;
though friendfhip cannot be formed by mere in-
chination, nor alliances by the mere choice of the
heart; yet men fo united, and even without
changing their order, are highly fufceptible of
moral excellence, or liable to many different de-
grees of corruption. ‘They may at a vigorous
part as members of the flate, an anmable one in
the commerce of private fociety, or they may
yield up their dignity as citizens, even while they
rarfe therr arrogance and prefumption as private
partics.

I~ monarchy, all orders of men derive their
honours from the crown; but they continue to
hold thgmaas a rnight, and they exercife a fubor-
dinate power in the ftate, founded on the perma-
nent rank they enjoy, and on the attachment of
thofe whom they are appointed to lead and pro-
tect. Though they do not force themfelves into
national councils and public affemblies, and
though the name of icnate is unknown, yet the
fentunents they adopt muit have weight with the
fovereign; and every individual, in his feparate
capacity, in fome meafure, deliberates for his
country. In whatever does not derogate from
his rank, he has an arm ready to ferve the com-
munity ; in whatever alarms his fenfe of honour,
he has averfions and difljkes, which amount to 2
negative on the will of his prince,

INTANGLED
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InTancLED together by the reciprocal tics of
dependence and prote&ion, though not combined
by the fenfe of a common 1ntereft, the fubjeéts of
monarchy, Iike thofe of republics, find themfelves
occupied as the members of an active fociety,
and engaged to treat with their fellow-creatures
on a hberal footing. If thofe principles of ho-
nour which fave the individual from fervility in
his own perfon, or from becorming an enginc of
oppreflion 1n the hands of another, fhould fail;
if they fhould give way to the maxims of com-
merce, to the tefinements of a fuppofed philofo-
phy, or to the mufplaced ardours of a icpublican
fpine; af they are betrayed by the cov.ardice of
fubjeéts, or fubdued by the anbition of princes,
what muft bccome of the hattons of Europe ?

Desrorism is monarchy corrupted. in which a
court and a prince in appearance remain, but m
which cvery fubordinate rank 1s dcitroyed, in
which the fubjeét s told, thar he has no nights ;
that he cannot poffefs anv property, nor fill any
ftation, independent of the momentary will of
his prince. Thefe doftiines are founded on the
maxims of conqueft, they muft be inculcared
with the whip and the fword; and ore beft re-
ceived under the terror of chaius and imprifon-
ment.  Fear, therefore, 1s the principle which
qualifies the fubje@ to ocapy his ftation: and
the fovereign, who holds-out the enfigns of terror
{o fretly to others, has abundant reafon to give

I3 this
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this paffion a principal place with himfelf. That
renure which he has devifed for the rights of
others, is foon applied to his own ; and from his
cager defire to fecure, or 1o extend his power,
he finds it become, like the fortunes of his peo-

ple, a creature of mere imagjnation and unfettled
caprice.

WhiLsT we thus, with fo much accuracy, can
aflign the ideal limits that may diftinguith confti-
tutions of government, Jwe find them, in reality,
both in refpect to the principle and the form, va-
rioufly blended together. In what fociety are not
men claffed by external diftintions, as well as
perfonal qualities ? In what {tate are they not ac-
tuated by a variety of principles ; juflice, honour,
moderation, and fear? It is the purpofe of fei-
ence_nB7 T difguife this confufion in its obje,
but, in the multiplicity and combination of par-
ticulars, to find the principal points which deferve
our attention ; and which, being well underftood,
fave us from the embarraffment which the varie~
gies of fingular cafes might otherwife create. In

he fame degree in which governments require
men to aét from principles of virtue, of honour,
or of fear, they are more or lefs fully comprifed
under.the heads of republic, monarchy, or def~

tifm,' and the gencral theory is more or lfy
applicable to their B.articular cafe.

Forus of government, in fa&t, mutually ap-
proach or recede by many, and often infenfible
gradations.
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gradations. Democracy, by admitting certain
inequalities of rank, approaches to ariﬁocracy.
In popular, as well as ariftocratical governments,
particular men, by their perfonsl authority, and
fometimes by the credit of their family, have
maintained a fpecies of monarchical power. The
monarch is limited in different degrees: even
the defpotic prince is only that monarch whofe
fubje@s claim the feweft privileges, or who is
himfelf beft prepared to fubdue them by force.
All thefe varieties are but fleps in the hiftpry of
mankind, and mark’ the fleeting and tranfient
fituations through which they have paffed, while
fupported by virtue, or depreffed by vice,

Perrect democracy and defpotifm appear to
be the oppofite extremes at which conflitutions of
government fartheft recede from l%a—ci: other,
Under the firft, a perfet virtue is required ; un-
der the {econd, a total corruption is fuppofed :
yet, in point of mere form, there being nothing
fixed in the ranks and diftinftions of men beyond
the cafual and temporary poffeffion of power, fo-
cicties eafily pafs from a condition in which every
individual has an equal title to reign, into onein
which they are equally deftined to ferve, The
fame qualities in both, courage, popularity, ad-
drefs, and military condu, raife the ambitious
to eminence, With thefe qualities, the citizen
ot the flave eafily paffes from the ranks to the
cormhand of an army, from an gbfcure to an il-

14 luftrious
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luftrious ftation. In-either, a fingle perfon maay
rule v.u unlanied fway; and 1n both, the po-
pulace may break down cveiy barrier of order,
and reflraint of law,

Jr we fuppofe that the equality cftablifhed
among the fubjects of a defpotic ftate has infpired
its members with confidence, intrepidity, apd
the love of juflice, the defpoiic prmce,' havmg’
ceafed to be an obje@ of fear, muft fink among
the crowd. If, on the contiary, the perfonal
equality which is enjoyed by the members of a
democrancal ftate, fthould be valued merely as an
equal pretenfion to the objedts of avarice and
ambition, the nionarch may ftart up anew, and
be fupported by thofe who mean to fhare in his
prolite..  When the rapacious and mercenary af-
fembie ﬂﬁmcs, it 1s of no confequence under
what leader they inhift, whether Cafuar or Pom-
pey, the hopes of rapine or pay are the only mo-
tives frqm which they become attached to etther,

Ix the diforder o carrupted focieties, the fcene
has been frequently changed from democracy to
defpotiim, and from the laft too, in its turn, to
the firt.  From amidft the democracy of corrupt
men, and from a fcene of lawlefs confufion, the
tyrant altends a throne with arms reeking in
blood. But his abufes, or his weaknefles, 1n the
ftation he has gained, in their turo awaken and
give way to the fpirit of mutiny and sevenge.

The
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The cries of murder and defolation, which in the
ordinary courfe of military government terrified
the fubjet 1in his private retreat, found through
the vaults, and pierce the grates and iron doors
of the ferazho.  Democracy feems to revive in a
{cene of wild diforder and tumult @ but both the
extremes are but the tranfient fits of paroxyfin or
languor 1n a diftempered ftate.

N

Ir men be any where arrived at this meafure of
depravity, theie appears no immediate hope of
redrefs. Neither the alcendancy of the mulutude,
nor that of the tyrant, will fecure the admunmiftra-
tion of juftice : Neither the licence of mere tu-
mult, nor the calm of deje&tiop and fervytude,
will teach the citizen that he was born for can-
dour and affelhion to his fellow-creatures. And
if the fpeculanive would find that habrod ftate of
war which they ate fometimes pleafed to honour
with the name of ¢le ffote of nature, they will find
it 1n the contell that fublfifts between the defpoti-
cal prince and his fubjelts, not in the firft ap-
proaches of a rude and fimple tribe to the condi-
tion and the domeftic arrangement of nations.

PART
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PART SECOND.

OF THE HISTORY OF

RUDE NATIONS.

SECTION L

Of the Informations on this Subjeit which are derived
Srom Antgusty.

HE hiftory of mankind is confined within

a limited period, and from every quarter
brings an intimation that human affairs have had
a beginning. Nations, diftinguifhed by the pof-
feffion of arts, and the felicity of their political
eftablithments, have been derived from a feeble
original, and ftill preferve in their ftory the indi-
cations of a flow and gradual progrefs, by which
this diftinction was gained. The antiquities of
every people, however diverfified, and however
difguifed, contain the fame informatjon on this
poin?.
' In
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I~ facred hiftory, we find the parents of the
fpecies, as yet a fingle pair, fent forth to inherit
the earth, and to force a fuhfiftence for them-
felves amidt the briars and thorns which were
made to abouud on its furface. Their race,
which was again reduced to a few, had to firuggle
with the dangers that await a weak and infant
fpecies; and after many ages elapfid, the mioft
refpe@able nations took their rife from one or a
few families that had paftured their flocks in the
defert.

Tur Grecians derive their own origin from
unfettled tribes, whofe frequent migrations are a
proof of the rude and infant ftate of their com-
munities; and whofe warlike exploits, fo much
celebratgdin ftory, only exhibit the ftruggles
with which they difputed the poffefficn of a coun-
try they afterwards, by their talent for fable, by
their arts, and their policy, rendered fo famous
in the hiftory of mankind.

ItaLy muft have been divided into many rude
and feeble cantons, when a band of robbers, as
we are taught to confider them, found a fecure
fettlement on the banks of the Tiber, and when a
people,” yet compofed only of one fex, fuftained
the charafter of a nation. Rome, for many ages,
faw, from her walls, on cvery fide, the territory
of her enemies, and found as little to check or ta
ftifle the weaknefs of her infant power, as fht did

afterwards
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afterwards to reftrain the progrefs of her exteaded
empire. Like a Tartar or a Scythian horde, which
had pitched on a fettlement, this nafcent commu-
nity was cqual, if not fupenior, to every titbe 1n
its ncizhbourhood , and the oak which has covered
the ficld with its thade, was once a {eeble plant in
the nurfety, and not to be diftinguifhed from the
weeds by which its early growth was reftrained.

Tre Gauls and the Germans are come to our
knowledge with the marks of a fimilar condition;
and the inhabitants of Britain, at the time of the
firft Roman invafions, refumbled, in many things,
the prefent natves of North America: They were
ignorant of agriculture, they painted their bo-
dies, and ufed for clothing the fkins of beatts.

Suven, therefere, appears to have been the
commencement of hiffory with all nations, and 1n
fuch circumflances are we to look for the original
chara@er of manliind.  The rquiry refers to a
diftant period, aad every conclufion fhould build
on the fa&ts which are preferved for our uvfe.
Qur method, notwithftanding, too frequently, 1s
to reflt cth# whole on conjelture, to impute every
advantage of our nature to thofe arte which we
ourfelves poflefs, and to imagine, that 4 mere
negation of all our virtues 1s a fufficient defcrip-
tion of man 1n his original ftate. We are our-
felves the fuppofed fizndards of pol:tenefs and c:-
vilization; and where our own features do not

appear,
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appear, we apprchend, that thege is nothing
which deferves to be known. But it is probable
that here, as in many other cafes, we are ill qua-
lified, from our fuppofed knowledge of caufes, to
prognofticate cffects, or to determine what muft
have beea the properties and operations, even of
our own nature, in the abfence of thofe ciccum-
ftances in which *we have feen it engaged. Who
would, from mere conjeture, fuppofe, that the
naked favage would be a coxcomb and a game-
fter ? that he would be proud or vain, without
the diftinctions of title and fortune? and that his
prigcipal care would be to adorn his perfon, and
to find an amufement? Even if it could ve fup-
pofed that he would thus thare 1n our vices, and,
in the midft of his foreft, vie with the follies which
are pratifed in the town; yet no one would be o
bold as €5 affirm, that he would hikewife, in any
inftance, excel us in talents and virtues; that he
would have a penetration, a force of imagination
and elocution, an ardour of mind, an affetion and
courage, which the arts, the diicipline, and the
policy of few nations would be able to improve.
Yet thefe particulars are 4 part in the defcription
which is delivered by thofe who have hgg oppor-
tunities of fecing mankind in their rudeft condi-
tion: and beyond the reach of fuch teftimony,
we can neither fafely take, nor pretend to give,
information on the fubjedt.

Ir conjeéftures and opinions formed at a dif
tance, have not fufficient authority in the hiftory
of
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of mankind, the demedlic antiquities of every na-
tion mudt, for this very reafon, be reccived with
caution. . They are, for moft part, the mere con-
jeCtures or the fitions of fubfequent ages; and
even where at firft they contained fome refem-
blance of truth, they ftil wary with the imagina-
tion of thofe by whom they are tranfmitted, and
in every generation receive a "different form.
They are made to bear the ftamp of the times
through which they have paffed in the form of
tradition, not of the ages to which their pretended
defcriptions relate. The information they bring,
is not like the light refleted from a mirroyyr,
which delineates the obje&t from which it origi-
nally came; but, like rays that come broken and
difperfed from an opaque or unpolithed furface,
only give the colours and features of the body
from which they were laft reflected.

Whuzn traditionary fables are rehearfed by the
vulgar, they bear the marks of a national cha-
rater; and though mixed with abfurdities, often
raife the imagination, and move the heart: when
made the materials of poetry, and adorned by the
{kill and the eloquence of an ardent and fuperior
mind, they ioftruét the underftanding, as well as.
engage the paffions. It is only in the manage-
ment of mere antiuaries, or ftript of the orna-
ments which the laws of hiftory forbid them to.
wear, that they become even unfit to amufe the
fancy, or to ferve any purpofe whatever.

Ir
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It were abftird torquote the fible of the Hiad
aor the Odyfley, thedegends of Hercules, Theféus,
or (Edipus, as authorities in matter of fa& rela-
ting to the hiftory of mankind; but they may,
with great juftice, be cited to afcertain what were
the conceprions and fentiments of the age in which
they were compofed, or te charaterife the genius
of that people, with whofe imagnations they were
blended, and by whom they were fondly re-
hearfed and admired.

In this manner fittion may be admitted to
vouch for the gentus of nations, while ‘hiftory has
nothing to offer that is inutled to credic.  The
Greck fable accordingly conveying a charalter of
its authors, throws light on fome ‘ages of which
no other record remains.  The fuperiority of this
‘people # Tadeed 1n no rcumftance more evident
than in the ftrain of their ficlions, and in the flory
of thofe fabulous heroes, poets,. and fages, whofc
tales, being invented or embellithed by an 1ma-
gination already filled with the fubject for which
the hero was celebrated, ferved to inflame that
ardent enthufiaim, with which fo many different
republics afterwards procceded 1n the putfuit of
every national obje@.

It was no doubt -of great advantage to thofe
nations, that their fyftem of fable was original,
and being already received in popular traditions,
ferved to diffufe thofe improvemecnts 'of rteafon,

imagina-
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imaghnation, and fentiment, which geere afeer~
wards, by men of the fineft talents, made on the
fable itfelf, or conveyed in its moral. The paf-
fions of the pott pervaded the minds of the peo-
ple, and the conceptions of men of gentus, being
communicated to the vulgag, became the incen~
tives of a national fpirit.

A MyTHOLOGY borrowed from abroad, a lite-
rature founded on references to a ftrangg country,
and frayght with foreign “allufions, are much
more gonfined in their ufe: They fpedk to the
learned along ; and though intended to inform the
underftanding, and to mend the heart, may, by
being confined to a few, have an oppofite effe& :
Thegy may fofter conceit on the ruins of common
fenfe, and render what was, at leaft inngcently,
fung by the Athenian mariner at his oar, Or re-
hearfed by the fthepherd in attending his flock, an
occafion of vice, or the foundation of pedantry
and fcholaftic pride.

Our very learning, perhaps, where its influence
extends, ferves, in fome meafure, to deprefs our
national {pirit. Our literagure being derived from
nations of a different race, who flourithed at a
time when our anceftors were in a ftate of Barba-
rity, and confequently, when they were defpifed
byﬁthofc who had attained to the literary arts, has
givea rife to a humbling opinion, that we our-
felvés 2re the offspring of mean gnd contemptible

K nations,
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nations, wigh whom the human imagination® and
fentiment had no effett, till the genius was in a
manner infpired by examples, and direted by
leffons that were brought from abroad. The Ro-
mans, frdtn whom our accounts are chiefly de-
rived, have admitted, in the rudenefs of their own
anceftors, a fyftem of virtues, which all fimple
nations perhaps equally poffefs; a contempt of
riches, love of their countty, patience of hard-
ffip, danger, and fatigue. They have, notwith-
ftanding, vilified our anceftors for haging re-
fembled their own; at leaft, in the defe@ of their
arts, and 1n the negleét of convenignces which
thofe arts are employed to procure.

t It is from the Greek and the Roman hifo-
tians, hpwever, that we have’not only the moft
authéntic and inftruive, But even the moft en-
gaging reprefentations of the tribes from whom
we defcend. Thofe fublime and intelligent wri-
ters underftood human nature; and could colle&t
its féatures, and exhibit its charalters, in every
fituation. They were ill fucceeded in this tafk by
the early hiftorian¥ of modern Europe; who, ge-
nerally bred to the profeffion of monks, and con-
fined to the monaftic life, applied themfelves to
record what they were pleafed to denominate
facts, while they fuffered the produétions of genius
to perifh, and were unable, either by the matt;r
they feletted, or the ftyle of their compofitions,
to give any reprefentation of the ative Ipirit of

mankind
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mankind in any condition. With them, a narra-
tion was fuppofed to conflitute hiftory, whilft i
did not convey any knowledge of men; and hif=
tory itfell was allowed to be complete, while,
amidft the evenrs and the fucceflion of princes
that are recorded in the orfler of time, we are
left to look in vain for thofe characteriftics of the
underftanding and the heart, which alone, in
every human tranfaction, render the ftory either
éngaging or ufefuls "

We therefore willingly quit the hiftory of our
early anceffors, where Cxfar and Tacitus have
dropped them; and perhaps, till we come within
the reach of what is connefted with prefent afa
fail}, and makes a part in the fyftem on which we
now proceed, have little reafon to expdét. any
fubje@ to intereft or inform the mind. We have
no reafon, however, from hence to conclude,
that the matter itfelf was more barren, or the
fcene of human affairs lefs interefting, in modern
Europe, than it has been on every ftage where
mankind were engaged to exhibit the movements
of the heart, the efforts of generofity, magnani-
mity, and courage.

Tns trial of what thofe ages contained, is not
even fairly made, when men of genius and diftin-
guifhed abilities, with the accomplithments of a
learned, and 2 polithed age, ccile® the materials
they have found, and, with the greateft fuccefs,

K2 conne&t
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conneét the fory of illiterate ages with tranfac-
tions of a later date : It is difficult even for them,
under the names which are applied in 3 new ftate
of fociety, to convey a juft appreheafion of what
mankind were, in fituations fo different, and in
times fo remote from their own.

Ix deriving from hifterians of this eharaer the
inftru@ion which their writings are fit to beftow,
we are frequently to forget the general terms that
are employed, in order to colle&t the real man-
ners of an age from the minute circumftances
thar are occafionally prefented, The titles of
Royal and Noble were applicable to the families of
Targuin, Collatinus, and Cincinnatus; but Lu-
cretia was employed in domeftic induftry withsher
'mdids, #ahid Cincinnatus followed the plough.
The dignities, and even the offices, of civil fo-
ciety, were known many ages ago, in Europe, by
their prefent appellations ; but we find in she hif-
tory of England, that a king and his court being
aflembled to folemnize a feftival, an outlaw, who
had fubfifted by robbery, came to fhare in the feaft.
The King himfelf arofe to force this unworthy
guelt from the company; a fcuffie enfued between
them;. and the King was killed®. A chancellor and
prime minjfter, whofe magnificence and fumptu-
avs furniture were the fubjet of admiration and
envy, had his apartmentsgovered every day in
winter grith clean ftraw and hay, and in fummer

* Hume's Hiflory, ch. 8. p.278,.
with
4
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with ‘green rufhes or boughs. Even the fove.
reign himfelf, in thofe ages, was provided with
forage for his bed*. Thefe piturefque features,
and chara&eriftical firokes of the times, recal the
imagination from the fuppofed diftinction of mo-
narch and fubject, to that ftate of rough familia-
rity in which our anceftors lived, and under which
they adted, with a view to objefts, and on prin-
ciples of conduét, which we feldom comprehends
when we are employed to record their tranfac-
tions, or to ftudy their charalters.

Tuvcvoipss, notwithftanding the prejudice of
his country againft the name of Baréarian, un-
derftood that it was in the cuftoms of barbarous
nasons he was to ftudy the more ancient manners
of Greece.

Tue Romans might have found an image of
their own anceftors, in the reprefentations they
have given of ours: and if ever an Arab clan
fhall become a civilized nation, or any American
tribe efcape the poifon which 1s admuniftered by
our traders of Europe, it may be from the rela-
tions of the prefent times, and the defcriptions
which are now given by travellers, that fuch a
people, in after-ages, may beft colleét the accounts
of their origin. It is in their prefent condition
that we are to behold, as in a mirrour, the fea-
tures of our own progenitors; and from thence

* Hume’s Hiftory, ch. 8. p. 73.
K 3 we
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we are ta draw our conclufions with refpect to the
influence of fituations, in which we have reafon
to believe that our fathers were placed,

Waat fhould diftinguith a German or a Bri-
ton, in the habits af his mind or his body, in his
manners or apprehenfions, from an American,
who, like him, with his bow and his dart, is left
to traverfe the foreft ; and in a like fevere or va-
riable climate, is obliged to fubfift by the chace?

Ir, in advanced years, we would form a juft
notion of our progrefs from the cradle, we muft
have recourfe to the nurfery ; and from the ex-
ample of thoie who are full in the period of life
we mean to defcribe, take our reprefentation, of
paft manners, that cannot, in any other way, be
recalled,

SECT,
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SECT. IL

Of Rude Nations prior to the Effablifbment of
Property.

ROM one to the other extremity of Ame-

rica ; from Kamfchatka weftward to the river
Oby; and from the Northern fea, over that length
of country, to the confines of China, of India,
and Perfia; from the Cafpian to the Red Sea,
with little exception, and from thence over the
inland continent and the weftern fhores of Africa;
we every where meet with nations on whom we
beftow the appellations of barbarous or favage.
Thhat extenfive trat of the earth, containing fo
great a variety of fituation, climate, vand foil,,
fhould, in the manners of its inhab:tants, exhibit
all the diverlities which arife’ from the unequal
influence of the fun, joined to a different nourifh-
ment and manner of life. Every queftion, how-
ever, on this fubje, 1s premature, ull we have
firft endeavoured to form fome general concep-
tion of our fpecies in jts rude ftate, and have
learned to diftinguith mere ignorance from dul-
nefs, and the want of arts from the want of gapacity.

Or the nations who dwell in thofe, or any other
of the lefs cultivated parts of the earth, fome in-
truft their fubfiftence chiefly to hunting, fithing,
or the natural produce of the foil. They have

K 4 little
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little attention to property, and fcarcely any be-
ginnings of fubordination or government. Others,
having poffefled themfelves of herbs, and de-
pending for their provifion on pafture, know
what it is to be poor and rich. They know the
relations of patron and client, of fervant and
mafter, and by the meafurés of fortune-determine
their ftation. This diftinction muft create a2 ma-
terial difference of charalter, and may furnith two
feparate heads, under which "to confider the hif-
tory of mankind in their rudeft ftate ; that of the
favage, who is not yet acquainted with property ;
and that of the barbarian, to whom it is, although
not afcertained by laws, a principal object of
care and defire. ’

It muft appear very evident, that property is
a matter of progrefs. It requires, among other
particulars, which are the effets of time, fome
method of defining poffeflion. The very defire
of it proceeds from experience; and the induftry
by which it is gained, or improved, requires fuch
a habit of alting with a view to diftant objelts,
as may overcome the prefent difpofition either to
floth or to enjoyment. This habit is flowly ac-
quired, and is in reality a principal diftin¢tion of
nations' in the advanced ftate of mechanic and
commercial arts.

In a tribe which fubfifts by hunting and fithing,
the arms, the utenfils, and the fur, which tie in-
dividual
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dividual carries, are to him the only fubjets of
property. The food of to-marrow 1s yet wild in
the foreft, or hid in the lake; it cannot be ap-
propriated before it is caught; and even then,
being the purchafe of numbers, who fith or hunt
in a body, it accrues to the community, and is
applied to immediate ufe, or becomes an accef-
fion to the ftores of the public.

Wrgre favage nations, as in moft parts of
America, mix with the prattice of hunting fome
fpecies of rude agriculture, they ftill follow, with
refpet to the foil and the fruits of the earth, the
analogy of their principal object. As the men
hunt, fo the women labour together; and, after
they have fhared the toils of the feed-time, they
enjoy the fruits of the harveft in common. The
field in which they have planted, like the diftri&t
over which they are accuftomed to huant, 1s claimed
as a property by the nation, but is not parcelled in
lots to its members. They go forth in parties to
prepare the ground, to plant, and to reap. The
harveft is gathered into the public granary, and
from thence, at ftated times, is divided into fhares
for the maintenance of feparate families®. Even
the returns of the market, when they trade with
foreigners, are brought home to the ftock of the
nation {.

As

% Hiftory of the Caribbees.

4 Charlevoix. This account of Rude Nations, in moft
pou:ts of importance, fo far as it relates to the original North-

Americans,
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As the fur and the bow pertain to the indivi-
dual, the cabbin and its utenfils are appropriated
to the family; and as the domeftic cares are com-
mitted to the women, fo the property of the
houfehold feems likewife to be vefted in them.
The children are confidered as pertaining to the
mother, with little regard to defcent on the fa-
ther’s fide. The males, hefore they are married,
remain in the cabbin in which they are born ; but
after they have formed a new conne&ion ®ith the
other fex, they change their habitation, and be-
come an acceflion to the family in which they
have found their wives. The hunter and the
warrior are numbered by the matron as a part of
her treafure ; they are referved for perils and try-
ing occafions; and in the recefs of public coun-
cils, in_ the intervals of hunting or war, are
maintained by the cares of the women, and loiter
about in mere amufement or floth *,

WHuiILE one {ex continue to value themfelves
chiefly on their courage, their talent for policy,
and their warhike atchievements, this fpecies of
property which is beftowed on the other, is, in
reality, a mark of fubjetion; not, as fome writers

Americans, is not founded fo much on the teftimany of this
or of the pther writers cited, as 1t is on the concurring repre-
fentations of living witneffes, who, in the courfe of trade, of
war, and of treaties, have had ample occafion to obferve the
manners of that people. It is neceflary, however, for the
fake of thofe who may not have converfed with the living
witaefles, to refer to printed authorities.
Lafitau.
allege,
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allege, of their having acquired an afcendant®.
It is the care and trouble of a fubject with which
the warrior does not chufe to be embarrafied, It
is a fervitude, and a continual toil, where no ho-
nours are won; and they whofe province it is, are
in fact the flaves and the helots of their country.
If in this deftination of the fexes, while the men
continuc to indulge themfelves in the contempt
of fordid and mercenary arts, the cruel eftablifh-
ment of flavery is for fome ages deferred; if, in
this tender, though unequal alliance, the affec-
tions of the heart prevent the feverities practifed
on flaves; we have in the cuftom itfelf, as per-
haps in many other inftances, reafon to prefer
the firft fuggeftions of nature, te many of her
after-refinements.

Ir mankind, in any inftance, continue the ar-
ticle of property on the footing we have now re-
prefented, we may eafily credit what is further
reported by travellers, that they admit of no dif-
tinétions of rank or condition ; and that they have
in fatt no degree of fubordination different from
the diftribution of funétion, which follows the
differences of age, talents, and difpofitions. Per-
fonal qualities give an afcendant in the midft of
occafions which require their exertions buc in
times of relaxation, leave no veftige of power
or prerogative. A warrior who has led the
youth of his nation to the flaughter of their enc+

Lafitan,

mies,
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mies, or who hds been foremoft in the chace, re-
turns upop a level with the reft of his tribe; and
when the only bufinefs is to fleep, or to feed, can
enjoy no pre-eminence; for he fleeps and he
feeds no better than they.

WaeREe no profit attends dominion, one party
is as much averfe to the trouble of perpetual com-
mand, as the other is to the mortification of per-
petual fubmiffion: ¢ I love victory, I love great
¢ altions,” fays Montefquieu, in the charaéter of
Sylla; “ but have no relifh for the languid detail
¢ of pacific government, or the pageantry of
¢ high ftation.” He has touched perhaps what
is a prevailing fentiment in the fimpleft ftate of
fociety, when the weaknefs of motive fuggefted by
intereft, and the ignorance of any elevation not
feunded bn merit, fupplies the place of difdain.

Tue charalter of the mind, however, in this
ftate, is not founded on ignorance alone. Men
are confcious of their equality, and are tenacious
of its rights. Even when they follow 3 leader tq
the field, they cannot brook the pretenfions to a
formal command: they liften to no orders; and
they come under no military engagements, but
thofe of mutual fidelity, and equal ardour in the
enterprife®.

“Tuis defcription, we may believe, is unequally
applicable to different nations, who have fade

* Charlevoix,
unequal
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unequal advances in the eftablithment of property.
Among the Carribbees; and the other natives of
the warmer climates jn America, the dignity of
chieftain is hereditary, ar eleCtive, and continued
for life: the unequal diftribution of property
creates a vifible fubordination*. But among the
Iroquois, and other nations of¥the temperate
zone, the titles of magiffrate and fubjef?, of noble
and mean, are as little known as thofe of rich and
poor. The old men, without being invefted with
any coercive power, employ their natural autho-
rity in advifing or in prompting the refolstions of
their tribe: the military leader is pointed out by
the fuperiority of his manhood and valour: the
ftatefman is diftinguithed only by the atteatjon
with which his counfel is heard: the warrior by
the confidence with which the youth of his nationy
follow him to the field: and if their concefrs muft
be fuppofed to conftitute a fpecies of political
government, it is one to which no language of
ours can be applied. Power is no more than the
natural afcendancy of the mind ; the difcharge of
office no more than a natural exercife of the per-
fonal charatter; and while the community a@s
with an appearance of order, there is no fenfe of
difparity in the breaft of any of its members +.°

In thefe happy, though informal proceedings,
where age alone gives a place in the council;
* Wafer’s Account of the Ifhmus of Darien.

4 Colden’s Hitlory of the Five Natiqns,
where
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where youth, ardotr, and valour in the field,
give 2 title to the ftation of leader; where the
whole community is affembled on any alarming
occafion, we may venture to fay, that we have
found che origin of the fenate the executive
power, and the affembly of the people; inftitu-
tions' for which®ancient legiflators have been fo
much renowned. The fenate among the Greeks,
aswell as the Latins, appears, from the etymology
of its name, to have been originally compofed of
elderly men. The military leader at Rome, in
& manner not unlike to that of the American war-
rior, proclaimed his levies, and the citizen pre-
pared for the field, in confequence of a voluntary
cngagement, The fuggeftions of nature, which
direfted the policy of nations in the wilds of
dmerics, were followed before on the banks of
the Eutotas and the Tyber; and Lycurgus and
Romulus found the model of their inftitutions,
where the members of every rude nation find the
carlielt mode of uniting their talents, and com-
bining their forces,

Amoxc the North-American nations, every
individual is independent; but he is engaged by
hi¢ affections and his habits in the cares of a fa-
mily. Families, Like fo many feparate tnbes,
arc fubject to no infpeétion or government from
abread ; whatever paffes at home, even blood-
fhegd and murder, are only fuppofed to concern

themfelves. They are, in the mean time, the parts
of
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of a canton; the women affemble to plant their
miize ; the old men go to council ; the huntfman
and the warrior joifs the youth of his village in
the field. Many {uch cantons affemble to con-
ftitute a national council, or to execute a na-
tional enterprift. When the Europeans made
their firft fettlements in America, fix fuch nations
had formed a league, had their amphy¢tiones or
ftates-general, and, by the firmnefs of their union
and the #bility of their councils, had obtained an
afcendant from the mouth of the St. Laurence to
that of the Miffiflippi*. They appeared to under-
ftand the objelts of the confederacy, as well as
thofe of the feparate nation, they ftudied a ba-
lance of power; the ftatefman of one country
watched the defigns and proceedings of another;
and occafionally threw the weight of his tribe
into a different {cale. They had their alliances
and their treaties, which, like the nations of
Europe, they maintained, or they broke, upon
reafons of flate; and remained at peace from 2
fenfe of neceflity or expediency, and went to war
upon any emergence of provocation or jealoufy.

Twrus, without any fettled form: 3f governrhent,
or any bond of union, but what refembled more
the fuggeftion of inftin€, than the invention of
reafon, they conducted themfelves wi:'h the con-
cert and the force of nations, Foreigners, without
being able to difcover who is the magiftrate, or

® Lafitau, Charlevoix, Colden, &c.
in
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in what manner the fenate is compofed, always
find a council with whom they may treat, or a
band of warriors with whom they may fight.
Without police or compulfory laws, their domel-
tic fociety is conducted with order, and the ab-
fence of vicious difpofitions, is a better fecurity
than any public eftablifhment for the fuppreflion
of crimes.

DisorDERs, however, fometimes ocqur, efpe-
cially in times of debauch, when the immoderate
ufe of intoxicating hiquors, to which they are ex-
tremely addicted, fufpends the ordinary caution
of their demeanour, and, inflaming their violent
paflions, engages them in quarrels and blood-
fhed. When a perfon is flain, his murderer is
feldom «called to an immediate account: but he
has a duarrel to fuftain with the family and the
friends; or, if a ftranger, with the countryien
of the deceafed; fometimes even with his own
nation at home, if the injury committed be of a
kind to alarm the fociety. The nation, the can-
ton, or the family endeavour, by prefents, to
atone for the offence of any of their members ;
and, by pacifying the parties aggrieved, endea-
vour to prevent what alarms the community more
thaa the §ift diforder, the fubfequent effe@ts of
revenge anll animofity®. The fhedding of bleod,
however, if the guilty perfon remain where he
bis commicted the crime, feldom efrapes unpu-

¢ Lafiau,
nithed:
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nithed: The friend of the deceafed knows how to
difguife, though not to fupprefs, his refentment;
and even after many years have elapfed, is fure to
repay the injury that was dene to his kindred or
his houle,

THess confiderations render them cautious and
circumfpe@, put them on their guard againft their
paflions, and give to their ordinarg deportment
an air of phlegm and compofure fuperior to what
is poffefled among polifhed nations. They are,
in the mean time, affetionate in their carriage,
and in their converfations, pay a mutual attention
and regard, fays Charlevoix, more tender and
more engaging, than what we pmfe(s in the ce-
remonial of polifhed focieties.

Tuis writer has obferved, ‘that the nations
among whom he travelled in North America,
never mentioned aéts of generofity or kindnefs
under the notion of duty. They atted from af-
fettion, as they ated from appetite, withaut re-
gard to its confequences. When they had done
a kindnefs, they had gratified a defire; the bufi-
nefs was finithed, and it pafled from the memory.
When they received a favour, it mught, or it
mxght not, prove the occafion of fricpdfhip: If
it did not, the partics appeared to have no appre=-
henfions of gratitude, as a duty by which the ane
was bound to make a return, or the other enti-

tled to reproach the perfon who had failed in his
part.
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part. ‘The fpirit with which they give or receive
prefents, is the fame which Tacitui obferved
among the ancient Germans: They delight in
them, but do not confider them as matter of ob-
ligation ®.  Such gifts are of little confequence,
except when employed as the feal of a bargain or
treaty.

It was thefr favourite maxim, That no man is
naturally indebted to another; that he is not,
therefore, obliged to bear with any impofition, or
unequal treatmentt. Thus, in a principle appa-
rently fullen and inhofpitable, they have difcover-
ed the foundation of juftice, and obferve 1ts rules,
with a fteadinefs and candour which no cultivation
has been found to improve. The freedom which
they give in what relates to the fuppofed duties of
kindnefs and friendfhip, ferves only to engage the
heart more entirely, where it i1s once poffefled
with affection. Welove to chufe our objet with-
out any reftraint, and we confider kindnefs itfelf
as a tafk, when the duties of friendfhip are exaét-
ed by rule. We tierefore, by our demand for
atténtions, rather corrupt than improve the fyftem
of morality; and by our exattions of gratitude,
and our frequent propofals to enforc€ its obfer-
vance, we only fhew that we have miftaken its
nature; we only give fymptoms of that growing
fenfibility to intereft, from which we meafure the

® Muneribus gandcnt, fed nec data imputant, nec :ccepfis
obligantur: 4 Chatlevoix.

Sxpe-
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expediency of friendfhip and generofity itfelf; and
by which we would introduce the fpuit of traffic
into the commerce of affe€tion. In coniequence
of this proceeding, we are often obliged to de-
cline a favour, with the fame fpirit that we throw
off a fervile engagement, or rejet a bribe. To
the unrefined favage every favour is welcome,
and every prefent received without referve or re-
fle¢tion,

Tne love of equalityy and the love of juttice,
were originally the fame: And although, by the
conftitution of different focieties, unequal privie
leges are beftowed on their members; and al-
though juftice itfelf requires a proper regard to be
paid to fuch privileges; yet he who has forgotten
that men were originally equal, eafily degencrates
into a flave; or, in the capacity of a malter, ts not
to be trufted with the rights of his fellow.creatures.
This happy principle gives to the mind 1ts fenfe
of independence, renders 1t indifferent to the fa-
vours which are in the power of other men, checks
it in the commiffion of injuries, and leaves the
heart open to the affections of generofity and kind-
nefs. It gives to the untutored American that
fentiment of candour, and of regard to the wel-
fare of others, which, in fome degree, foftens the
arrogant pride of his carriage, and in times of
confidence and peace, without the afliftance of
government or law, renders the approach and
commerce of ftrangers fecure.

L2 AMoNG



148 Of Rude Nations prior t6  Part 1,

Awmonc this people, the foundations of honour
are eminent abilities, and great fortitude; not the
diftin@ions of equipage and fortune: The talents
in efteem are fuch as their fitvation leads them to
employ, the exa& knowledge of a country, and
ftratagem in war. On thefe qualifications, a cap-
tain among the Caribbees underwent an exami-
nation. When a new leader was to be chofen, a
fcout was fent forth to traverfe the forefts which
led to the enemy’s country, and upon his return,
the candidate was defired to fifid the track in which
he had travelled. A brook, or a fountain, was
named to him on the frontier, and he was defired
to find the neareft path to a2 particular ftation, and
to plant a ftake in the place®. They can, ac-
cordingly, trace a wild beaft, or the human foor,
over many leagues of a pathlefs foreft, and find
their way acrofs 2 woody and uninhabited conti-
nent, by means of refined obfervations, which
efcape the traveller who has been accuftomed
to different aids. They fteer in flender canoes,
acrofs ftormy feas, with a dexterity equal to that
of the moft experienced piloty. They carry &
penetrating eye-for the thoughts and intentions of
thofe with whom they have to deal, and when
they mean to deceive, they cover themfelves with
arts which the moft fubtile can feldom clude.
They harangue in theis public councils with a
nervous and a figurative clocution; and conduéy
chemfelves in the management of their treaties

* Lafitau. 4+ Charleveix.
with
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with a perfe difcernment of their national in-
terefls.

THus being able mafters in the detail of their
own affairs, and well qualified to acquit themfelves
on particular occafions, they ftudy no fcience, and
go in purfuit of no general principles. They even
{feem incapable of attending to any diftant confe-
quences, beyond thofe they have experienced in
hunting or war. They intruft the provifion of
every {zafon to itfelf; confume the fruits of the
earth 1n fummer; and, in winter, are driven in
queft of their prey, through woods, and over de-
ferts covered with fnow. They do not form in
one hour thofe maxims which may prevent the
errors of the next; and they fail in thofe appre-
henfions, which, in the intervals of paffion, pro-
duce ingenuous fhame, compaflion, remorfe, or
a command of appetite. They are feldom made
to repent of any violence; nor is a perfon, in-
deed, thought accountable in his fober mood, for
what he did in the heat of a paffion, or in a time
of debauch.

Tueir fuperftitions are groveling and mean:
And did this happen among rude nations alone,
we could not fufficiently admire the effe@s of po-
litenefs; but it is a fubjedt on which few nations
are intitled to cenfure their ncighbours, When
we have confidered the fuperftitions of one people,
we find little variety in thofe of another. They
are but 3 repetition of fimilar weakneffes and ab-

L3 furdities,
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furdities, derived from a commen fource, a per,
plexed apprehenfion of invifible agents, that are
fuppofed to guide all precarious events to which
human forefight cannot extend,

In what depends on the known or the regular
courfe of nature, the mind trufts to itfelf; but ia
ftrange and uncommon fituations, it is the dupe
of its own perplexity, and, inftead of relying on
its prudence or courage, has recourfe to divina-
tion, and a variety of obfervances, that, for being
irrational are always the more revered.  Superfti-
tion being founded in doubts and anxiety, 1s fof=
tered by ignorance and myftery. Its maxims, in
the mean time, are not always confounded with
thofe of common hfe; nor does its weaknefs or
folly always prevent the watchfulnefs, penetra-
tion, and courage, men ate accuftomed to em-
ploy in the management of common affairs. A
Roman confulting futurity by the pecking of
birds, or a king of Sparta mfpeéting the entrails
of a beaft, Mithridates confulting his women on
the interpretation of his dreams, are examples
fufficient to prove, that a childifh imbecility on
this fubject is confiftent with the greateft military
and political conduét.

Conripexce in the effe& of charms is not pe-
culiar to any age or nation. Few, even of the
accomplifhed Greeks and Romans, were able ta
fhake of this weaknels. In their cafe, it was not
removed by the higheft meafures of civilization.

It
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Ithas yielded bnly torthe l1ght of true religion, or
to the ftudy of nature, by which we are led to
fubftitute a wife Providence operating by phyfical
«aufes, 1n the place of phantoms that terrify or
amufe the 1gnorant.

The principal poiat of honour among the rude
nations of Ameri#k, as indeed in every inftance
where mankind are not greatly corrupted, is forti-
tude. Yet their way of mamntaining this point of
honour, is very different from that of the nations
of Europe. Their ordinary method of making
war is by ambulcade; and they ftrive, by over-
reaching an enemy, to commit the greateft flaugh-
ter, or to make the greateft number of prifoners,
with the leaft hazard to themf{elves. They deem
it a folly to expofe their own perfons in affaulting
ap enemy, and do not rejoice in vitories which
are ftained with the blood of their own people.
They do not value themfelves, as in Europe, on
defying their enemy upon equal terms. They
even boaft, that they approach like foxes, or that
they fly like birds, not lefs-than they devour like
lions. In Europe, to fall in battle is accounted
an honour; amrong the natives of America, it is
reckoned difgraceful®*. They referve their for-
titude for the trials they abide when attacked by
furprize, or when fallen into their enemies hands;
and when they are obliged to maintain their owp
+onour, abd that of their own nation, in the

# Charlevoix,

Ls midit
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midft of torments that require efforts of pati.
ence more than of valaur.

On thefe occafions, they are far from allowing
it to be fuppofed that they wifh to decline the con-
fict. It is held infamous ta avoid it, even by a
voluntary death; and the greateft affront which
can be offered to a prifoner, # to refufe him the
honours of a man, in the manner of his execution:
‘“ With-hold,”’ fays an old rhan, in the midft of
his torture, ¢ the ftabs of your kaife; rather
¢ let me die by fire, that thofe dogs, your allies,
“ from beyond the feas, may learn to fuffer like
“ men*,” With terms of defiance, the vi&tim,
in thofe folemn trials, commonly excites the ani-
mofity of his tormentors, as well as his own;
and whilft we fuffer for human nature, under the
effect afits errors, we muft admire 1ts force.

Trz people with whom this prattice prevailed,
were commonly defirous of repairing their own
lofles, by adopting prifoners of war into their fami-
lies; and even, in the laft moment, the hand which
was raifed to torment, frequently gave the figh
of adoption, by which the prifoner became the
child or the brother of his enemy, and came to
thare imr all the priviteges of 2 citizen, I their
treatment of thofe who fuffered, they did not ap-
pear to be guided hy principles of hatzed or re-
venge: they obferved the point of honour in ap-

* Colden.
Plyisg
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plying as well as in bearing their torments; and,
by a firange kind of affeCtion and tendernefs,
were dire¢ted to be moft cruel where they in-
tended the higheft refpect: the coward was put
to immediate death by the hands of women: the
valiant was fuppofed to be intitled to all the
trials of fortitude that men could invent or em-
ploy: ¢ It gave me joy,” fays a1 old man to his
captive, ¢ that fo gallant a youth was allotted
¢ to my fhare: I propofed to have placed you on
¢¢ the couch of my nephew, who was flain by
¢ your countrymen; to have transferied all my
¢« tendernefs to you; and to have folaced my
¢ age in your company : But, maimed and mu-
¢¢ tilated as you now appear, deethis better than
« hife: Prepare yourfelf therefore to die like a
¢ man*.”

It is perhaps with a view to thefe exhibitions,
or rather in admiration of fortitude, the pri}]ciplc
from which they proceed, that the Americans are
{0 attentive, in thetr earlieft years, to harden their
nervest. The children are taught to vie with
each other in bearing the fharpeft torments; the
youth are admitted into the clafs of manhood, after
violent proofs of their patience ; and leaders are put
ta the 1eft by famine, burning, and fuffocation i

® Charlevoix,

+ Zb. This writer fays, that he has feen a boy and a girl,
havmg bound their naked arms together, place a barning coal
between them, to try who could endure 1t longeft.

1 Laftau,
It
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It might be apprechended, that among rude
pations, where the means of {ubliftence are pro-
cured with fo much difficuity, the mind could
never raife itfelf above the confideration of this
{ubjedt; and that man would, in this condition,
give examples of the meaneft and moft merce-
nary fpirit. The reverfe, however, is true. Di-
refted in this particular by the defires of nature,
men, in their fimpleft ftate, attend to the ob-
3edls of appetite no further than appetite requires;
and their defires of fortune extend no further than
the ineal which graufies their hunger: they ap-
prehend no fuperiority of rank in the pofieffion
of wealth, fuch as might infpire any habitual
principle of covetoufnefs, vanity, or ambition:
they can apply to no tafk that engages po imme-
diate paffion, and take pleafure 1n no occupation
that ffords no dangers to be braved, and no ho-
aouls to be won.

It was not amoag the ancient Romans alone
that commercial arts, or a fordid mind, were
held in contemnt. A like {pirit prevails in every
rude and independent fociery. <1 am a war-
« rior, and not a merchant,” faid an American
to the governor of Canada, who propofed to give
him goeds in exchange for fome prifoners he had
taken, ¢ your cloaths and utenfils do not tempt
¢ me; but my prifoners are now in your power,
«¢ apd you may feize them: If youdo, I muft go
¢« forth and take more prifaners, or perith in the

€« attempt
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¢ attempt ; and if that chance fheuld befal me,
¢t 1 fhall die like a man; but remember, .that
¢ our natton will charge you as the caufe of my
¢ death*.”” With thefe apprehenfions, they have
an elevation, and a ftatelinefs of carriage, which
the pride of nobility, where it 1s moft revered by
polithed nauons, feldom beftows,

THEy are attentive to their perfons, and em-
ploy much ume, as well as endure great pain,
in the methods they take to adorn their bodies,
to give the permanent ftains with which they are
coloured, or preferve the paint, which they are
perpetually repairing, in order to appear with
advantage.

THEIR averfion to every fort of employment
which they hold to be mean, makes them pafs
great part of their time in 1dlenefs or fleep; and
a man who, 1n purfuit of a wid beaft, or to fur-
prife his enemy, will traverfe a hundred leagues
on fnow, will not, to procure his food, fubmic
to any {pecies of ordinary labour. ¢¢ Strange,”
fays Tacitus, << that the fame perfon fhould be
« fo much averfe to repofe, and fo much ad-
¢« dilted to floth +.”

Gawmes of hazard are not the invention of po-
lithed ages; men of curiofity have looked for their

+ Charlevoix,
4+ Mira diveriitas natare, ut idem homires fic ament iner-
tiam & oderint quictem,
origin,
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origin, in vaie, among the monuments of an ob-
fcure antiquity ; and it is probable that they belong-
ed to times too remote and too rude even for the
conjectures of antiquarians to reach. The very fa-
vage brings his furs, his utenfils, and his beads,
to the hazard-table: He finds here the paffions and
agitations which the applications of a tedious in-
duftry could not excite: And while the throw is
depending, he tears his hair, and beats his breaft,
with a rage which the more accomphithed gamefter
has foretimes learned to reprefs: He often quits
the party naked and ftripped of all his poffeffions;
or where flavery is in ufe, ftakes his freedom to
have one chance more torecover his former lofs *,

‘Wit all thefe infirmities, vices, or refpectable
ualities, belonging to the human fpecies in its
yudelt-fute ; the love of fociety, friendfhip, and
public affection, penetration, eloquence, and cou~
rage, appear to have been its original properties,
not the fubfequent effe@s of device or invention,
1f magkind are qualified to improye their manners,
the materials to be improved were furnithed by na-
turé; and the effect of this improvement is not ta
infpire the fentiments of tendernefs and generofity,
nor to beftow the principal conftituents of a re-
{pectable charaéter, but to obviate the cafual abufes
of paffion ; and to prevent a mind, which feels the
beft difpofitions in their greateft force, from being
at times likewife the fport of brutal appetite, and
of ungovernable violence. ,

® Tacitus, Lafitau, Cha:‘levofx.
‘WERE
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Were Lycurgus employed anew to find a plan
of government for the people we have defcribed,
he would find them, in many important particu-
lars, prepared by nature herfelf to receive his in-
ftitcutions, His equality in matters of property
being already eftablifhed, he would have no fac-
tion to apprehend from the oppofite interefts of
the poor and the rich; his fenate, his affembly of
the people, is conftituted; his difcipline is 1n
fome meafure adopted, and the place of his helots
is fupplied by the tafk allotted to one of the
fexes, With all thefe advantages, he would ftiil
have had a very important leflon for civil fociety
to teach, that by which a few learn to coinmand,
and the many are taught to obey : He would have
all his precautions to take againft the future in-
trufion of mercenary arts, the admiration of jux-
ury, and the paflion for intereft: He would fhill
perhaps have a more difficult tafk than any of the
former, in teaching his citizens the command of
appetite, and an indifference to pleafure, as well
as a contempt of pain; in teaching them to main-
tain in the field the formality of uniform precau-
tions, and as much to avoid being themfelves fur~
prized, as they endeavour to furprize their enemy.

Fox want of thefe advantages, rude nations in
general, though they are patient of handfhip and
fatigue, though they are addifted to war, and avg
qualified by their ftratagem and valpur to throw
terror inte the agmics of a more regular casmya

yet,
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yet, in the courfe of a continual ftruggle, al-
ways yvield to the fuperior arts, and the difcipliné
of more civilized nations. Hence the Romans
were able to over-run the provinces of Gaul,
Germany, and Britain; and hence the Europeans
have a growing afcendency over the nations of
Africa and America.

On the credit of a fuperiority whith tertain ra-
tions poflefs, they think that they have a claim to
dominion; and even Czfar appears to have forgot-
ten what were the paffions, as well as the rights
of mankind, when he complained, that the Bri-
tons, after having fent him a fubmiflive meflage
to Gaul, perhaps to prevent his invalion, ftill pre-
tended to fight for their hiberties, and to oppofe
his defcent on their ifland *.

THERE is not, perhaps, in the whole deferip-
<tion of mankind, a circumftance more remarkable
than that mutual contempt and averfion which
nations, under a different ftate of commercial
arts, beftow on each other. Addifted to their
own purfuits, and confidering their own condi~
tion as the ftandard of human felicity, all nations
pretend to the preference, and in their practice
give fufficient proof of fincerity. Even the fa-
vage, ftill lefs than the citizen, can be made to
quit that manner of life in which he is trained:

® Crfar queftus, quod quum ultro in continentem legatis
miflis pacem & fe petiflent, bellum fine canfa intuliffent. 2:4. 4.

He
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He loves that freedom of mind which will not
be bound to any tafk, and which owns no fupe-
rior: However tempted to mix wich polifhed na-
uions, and to better his fortune, the firt moment
of liberty brings him back to the woods again;
he droops and he pines in the ftreets of the popu-
lous city ; he wanders diffatisfied over the open and
the cultivated field; he fecks the frontier and the
foreft, where, with a conftitution prepared to
undergo the hardthips and the difficulties of the
firvation, he enjoys a delicious freedom from
care, and a feducing fociety, where no rules of
behaviour are prefcribed, but the fimple ditates
of the heart,

SECT.
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SECT II.

Of Rude Nations undeyr the Impreffions of Property
and Intereft.

IT was a proverbial imprecation in ufe among
the hunting nations on the confines of Siberia,

That their enemy might be obliged to live hike a
Tartar, and have the folly of troubling himfclf
with the charge of cattle*. Nature, it feems, in
their apprehenfion, by ftoring the woods and the
defert with game, rendered the tafk of the herdf-
man unneceflary, and left to man only the trouble
of feletting and of f{eizing his prey,

Tus*indolence of mankind, or rather thiir
averfion to any application in which they are not
engaged by immediate inftinét and paffion, re-
tards the progrefs of induftry and of impropriation.
It has been found, however, even while the means
of fubfiftence are left in common, and the ftock
of the public is yet undivided, that property is
apprehended in different fubjects; that the fur and
the bow belong to the individual ; that the cottage,
with its furniture, are appropriated to the family.

Whaen the parent begins to defire a better pro-
wifion for his children than is found under the pro-

® Abulgaze’s Genealogical Hiftory of the Tartars,
5 mifcuous
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mifcuous management of many copartnefs, when
he has applied his labour and his fkill apart, he
aims at an exclufivé poffeffion, and fecks the pro-
perty of the foil, as well as the ufe of its fruits.

WHen the individual no longer finds among his
aflociates the fame inclination to commit every
fubje& to public ufe, he is feized with concern
for his perfonal fortune; and is alarfed by the
cares which every perfon entertains for himfelf.
He is urged as much by emulation and jealoufy,
as by the fenfe of neceflicy. He fuffers confider-
ations of intereft to reft on his mind, and when
every prefent appetite is fufficiently gratified, he
can at with a view to futurity, or rather finds an
obje& of vanity in having amaffed what is be-
come a fubje&t of competition, and a2 matter of
univerfal efteem. Upon this motive, where vio-
lence is reftrained, he can apply his hand to lu-
crative arts, confine himfelf to a tedious tafk,
and wait with patience for the diftant returns of
his laboar.

Trus mankind acquire induftry by many and
by flow degrees. They are gaught to regard their
intereft ; they are reftrained fron rapine; and
they are fecured in the poffeflion of whac they
fairly obtain; by thefe methods the habifs of the
labeurer, the mechanic, and the trader, are gra-
dually formed. A hosrd, collefted from the fim=
ple produltions ¢f mature, or a herd-of cattle, arey

M in



162 Of Rsude Nations umder the  Part 11,

in every rude nation, the firft fpecies of wealth,
The circumftances of the foil, and the climate,
determine whether the inhabitant thall apply him-
felf chiefly to agriculture or pafture; whether he
fhall fix his refidence, or be moving continually
about with all his poffeffions.

In the weft of Furope; in America, from fouth
to north,gwith a few exceptions; in the torrid
zone, and every where within the warmer cli-
mates; mankind have generally applied themfelves
to fome fpecies of agriculture, and have been dif-
pofed to fettlement, In the north and middle re-
gion of Afia, they depended entirely on their
herds, and were perpetually fhifting their ground
in fearch of new pafture. The arts which pertain
to fetglement have been practifed, and varioufly
culti.vatcd, by th¢ inhabitants of Europe. Thofe
which are confiftent with perpetual migration,
have, from the earlieft accounts of hiftory, re-
mained nearly the fame with the Scythian or Tar-
tar. The tent pitched on a moveable carriage, the
horfe applied to every purpofe of labour, and of
war, of the dairy, and of the butcher’s ftall, from
the earlieft to the lageft accounts, have made up
the riches and equipage of this wandering people.

But In whatever way rude nations fubfift, there
are certain points in which, under the firft impref-
fions of property, they nearly agree. Homer
cither lived with a people in this ftage of their

proggefs,
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progrefs, or found himfelf engaged to exhibit
their chara&er. Tacitus had made them the fube
je¢t of a particular treatife ; and if this be an af-
pect under which mankind deferve to be viewed,
it muft be confeffed, that we have fingular advan-
tages in colle&ting their features. The portrait
has already been drawn by the ableft hands, and
gives, at one view, in the writings of thefe cele-
brated authors, whatever has been {cattered in the
relations of hiftorians, or whatever we have op-
portunities to obferve in the atual :manners of
men, who fhll remain in 2 fimilar ftate.

In pafling from the condition we have defcrib-
ed, to this we have at prefent in view, mankind
ftill retain many marks of their earlieft charaéter.
They are ftll averfe to labour, addi&ted to war,
admirers of fortitude, and, in the langdage of
Tacitus, more lavifh of their blood than of their
fweat*, They are fond of fantaftic ornaments in
their drefs, and endeavour to fill up the hiftlefs in-
tervals of a life addicted to violence, with hazard-
ous {ports, and with games of chance. Fvery
fervile occupation they commit to women or
flaves. But we may apprehend, that the indivi-
dual having now found a feparate intereft, the
bands of fociety muft become lefs firm, ard do-
meftic diforders more frequent. The members
of every community, being diftinguifhed among

* Pigrum quin immo et inegs videtur, fudore acquirere quod
poflis fangwine parare,

M2 themfelves
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themfelves by unequal poffeflions, the ground of
-a permanent and palpable fubordination is laid.

TresE particulars accordingly take place among
mankiad, in pafling from the favage to what may
be called the barbarous ftate. Members of the
fame comimunity enter ipto quarrels of compe-
tition or revenge., They unite in the following
leaders, who are diftinguifhed by their fortunes,
and by the luftre of their birth. They join the
defire of {poil with the love of glory; and from
an opinion, that what is acquired by force jullly
pertains to the viftor, they become hunters of
men, and bring every conteft to the decifion of
the {word.

Every nation is a band of robbers, who prey
withoyt reftraint, or remorfe, on their neighbours.
Cattle, fays Achilles, may be feized in every
field ; ,.and the coafts of the Aigean fea were ac-
cordingly pillaged by the heroes of Homer, for
no other Peafon than becaufe thofe heroes chofe to
poflefs themfelves of the brafs and iron, the cat-
tle, the flaves, and the women, which were found
atnong the nations around them.

A TarTarR mounted on his horfe, is an ani-
mal of prey, who only inquires where cattle are
to be found, and how far he muft go to poflefs
them. The monk, who had fallen under the dif-
pleafuse of Mangu Chag, made his peace, by
promiling, that the Pope, and the Chriftian

X princes,
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princes, fhould make a furrender of all-their
herds *.

A simiLar fpirit reigned, without exception,
in all the barbarous nations of Europe, Afia, and
Africa. The antiquities of Greece and Italy, and
the fables of every ancient poet, contain exam-
ples of its force. It was this {pirit that brought
our anceffors firft 1nto the provinces of the Ro-
man empire; and that afterward, more perhaps
than their reverence for the crofs, led .them to the
Eaft, to fhare with the Tartars in the fpoils of the
Séracen empire.

Frowm the defcriptions contained in the laft fec-
tion, we may incline to beheve, that mankind, in
their fimpleft ftate, are on the eve of ereéting re-
publics.  Their love of equality, their habit of
aflembling in public councils, and their zeal for
the tribe to which they belong, are qualifications
that fit them to act under that fpecies of govern-
ment; and they feem to have but a few fteps to
make, in order to reach its eftablithment. They
have only to define the numbers of which their
councils fixall confift, and to fertle the forms of
their meeting: They have only to beftow a per-
maept authority for reprefling diforders,-and to
enact a few rules in favour of that juftice they
have already acknewledged, and from iaclination
fo firictly obferve.

Rubrnquis.
M3 But
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Bur thefe fteps are far from being fo -eafily
made, as they appear on a flight or a tranfient
view. The refolution of chufing, from among
their equals, the magiftrate to whom they give
from thenceforward a right to controul their own
attions, is far from the thoughts of fimple men;
and no perfuafion, perhaps, could make them

adopt this meafure, or give them any fenfe of
its ufe,

Even after nations have chofen a military lead-
er they do not intruft him with any fpecies of ci-
vil authority. The captain, among the Carij
bees did not pretend to decide in domeftic dif-

putes; the terms jurifdittion and government were
unknown in their tongue *.

Berore this important change was admitted,
men. muft be accuftomed to the diftinction of
ranks ; and before they are fenfible that fubordi~
nation 1s requifite, they muft have arrived at un-
equal conditions by chance. In defiring pro-
perty, they only mean to fecure their fubfiftence;
bus the brave who lead in war, have likewife the
largeft fhaie in its fpoils. The eminent are fond
of devifing hereditary honours; and the multitude,

who admire the parent, are ready to extend thar
efteem to his offspring.

Possessions defcend, and the luftre of family
grows brighter with age. Hercules, who perhaps
& Hiftory of the Caribbees.

was
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was an eminent warrior, became a god with pofte-
rity, and his race was fet apart for royalty and fo-
vereign power. When the diftin&tions of fortune
and thofe of birth are conjoined, the chieftain en-
joys a pre-eminence, as well at the feaft as in the
field. His followers take their place in fubordi-
nate ftations; and inftead of confidering them-
felves as parts of a &mmunity, they rank as the
followers of a chief, and take their defignation
from the name of their leader. They find a new
obje&t of public affe@tion, in defending his per-
fon, and in fupporting his ftation; they lend of
their fubftance to form his eftate; they are guided
by his fmiles and his frowns; and court, as the
higheft diftinétion, a fhare 1n the feaft which their
own contributions have furnithed.

As the former ftate of mankind feemedstq point -
at democracy, this feems to exhibit the rudiments
of monarchical government. But it issyet far
fhort of that eftablithment which is known in
after-ages by the name of monarchy. The dif-
tin&ion between the leader and the follower, the
prince and the fubjeét, is ftill but imperfeétly
marked : Their purfuits and occupations are not
different; their minds are not unequally culti-
vated ; they feed from the fame difh; they {leep
together on the ground; the children of the King,
as well as thofe of the fubject, are employed in
tending the flock; and the keeper of the fwine
was a prime counfellor at the court of Ulyfles

M4 Tuz
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T sz chieftain, fufficiently diftinguifhed from his
tribe, to excite their admiration, and to flatrer
their vanity by a fuppofed affinity to his noble de-
fcent, is the objeét of their veneration, nat of
their envy: He is confidered as the common
bond of connetion, not as their cammon mafter;
is foremoft in danger, and has a principal fhare
in their troubles: His gloryaplaced in the num-
ber of his attendants, in his fuperior magnani-
mity and valour; that of his followers, in being
ready to fhed their blood in his fervice *.

Tue frequent practice of war tends to firength-
en the bands of fociety, and the prattice of depre-
dation itfelf engages men in trials of mutual at-
tachment and courage. What threatened to ruin
and overfet every good difpofition in the human
breaft,, what feemed to banith juftice from the fo-
cieties of men, tends to unite the fpecies in clans
and fraternities ; formidable, indeed, and hoflile
to onc another, but, in the domeftic fociety of
each, faithful, difinterefted, and generous. Fre-
quent dangers, and the experience of fidelity and
valour, awaken the love of thofe virtues, render
them a fubje® of admiration, and endear their
poffefors.

ActuaTeD by great paffions, the love of glory,
and the delire of vitory; roufed by the menaces
of an enemy, or ftung with revenge ; in fufpenfe

* Tacitus de moribus Germanorum,
between
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between the profpé@s of ruin or conqueft, the
barbarian fpends every moment of relaxation in
floth. He cannot defcend to the purfuits of in-
duftry or mechanical 1#our: The beaft of prey
is a fluggard ; the hunter and the warrior fleeps,
while women or flaves are made to toil for his
bread. But thew him a quarry at a diftance, he
is bold, impetuous, artful, and rapacious: No
bar can withftand his violence, and no fatigue can
allay his aétivity.

Even under this defcription, mankind are ge-
nerous and hofpitable to ftrangers, as well as
kind, affeCtionate, and gentle, in their domeftic
fociety *. Friendfhip and enmity are to them
terms of the greateft importance: They mingle
not their fun&ions together; they have fingled
out their enemy, and they have chofch- their
friend. Even in depredation, the prin€ipal ob-
je&t 1s glory; and fpoil 18 confidered as the badge
of viftory. Nations and tribes are their prey:
The folitary eraveller, by whom they can a.quire
only the reputation of gencrofity, 18 fuffered to
pafs unhurr, or is treated with fplendid muni~
ficence.

TuaovcH diftinguithed into finall cantons under
their feveral chieftains, and for the moft part fe-
parated by jealoufy and amtmofity ; yet when
preffed by wars and formidable enemies, they

¢ Jean du Plan Carpen. Bubruquis, Cefur, Tact.
fometimes
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fometimes unite in greater bodies. Like the
Greeks m their expedition to Troy, they follow
fome remarkable leader, and compofe a kingdom
of many feparate tribes. # But fuch coalitions are
merely occafional; and even during their conti-
nuance, more refemble a republic than monarchy.
The inferior chieftains referve their importance,
and intrude, with an air of equality, into the
councils of their leader, as the people of their
feveral clans commonly intrude upon them *.
Upon what motive indeed could we fuppofe, that
men who hive together in the greateft famiharity,
and amongft whom the diftin&ions of rank are fo
obfcurely marked, would refign their perfonal fen-
timents and inclinations, or pay an implicit fub-
miffion to a leader who can neither overawe nor
corrupt ?

MivLitary force muft be employed to extort,
or the hire of the venal to buy, that engagement
which the Tartar comes under to his prince, when
he promifes, ¢ That he will go where he fhall be
¢« commanded ; that he will come when he fhall
« be called; that he will kill whoever is pointed
« out to him; and, for the future, that he will
¢« confider the voice of the King as a fword §.”

ThesE are the terms to which even the ftub-
born heart of the barbarian has been reduced, in

® Kolbe : Defcription of the Cape of Good Hope.
4 Simon de St. Quintin,,
gonfequence
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confequence of a defpotifm he himfelf had efta-
blithed; and men have, in that low fife of the
commercial arts, in Europe, as well as in Afia,
tafted of political lavery. When intereft prevails
in every breaft, the fovereign and his party can-
not efcape the infetion: He employs the force
with which he is intrufted, to turn his people in-
to a property, and to command their poffeflions
for his profit or his pleafure. If riches are by any
people made the ftandard of good or of evil, let
them beware of the powers they intruft to their
prince. ¢ With the Suiones,” fays Tacitus,
¢¢ riches are in high efteem; and this people are
<¢ accordingly difarmed, and reduced to flavery*.”

It is in this woful condition that mankind,
being flavifh, interefted, infidious, dcceitf"ul, and
bloody, bear marks, if not of the lealt cu-
rable, furely of the moft lamentable fort of cor-
ruption . Among them, war is the mere prac-
tice of rapine, to enrich the individual; cgm-
merce 1s turned into a fyftem of fnares and impo-
fitions; and government by turns oppreffive or

weak.

It were happy for the human race, when guid-
ed by intereft, and not governed by laws, that
being fplit into nations of a moderate extent, they
found in every canton fome natural bar to its
farther enlargement, and met with occupation

®* De moribus Germanoram, 4+ Chardin’s Travels.
cnough
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enough in maintaining their'independence, with-
out beirf} able to extend their dominion.

THERE is not difparity of rank, among men in
rude ages, fufficient to give their communities
the form of legal monarchy; and in a territory of
confiderable extent, when united under one head,
the warlike and turbulent fpirit of its inhabitants
feems to require the bridle of defpotifm and mi-
litary force. Where any degree of freedom re-
mains, the powers cf the prince are, as they were
in moft of the rude monarchies of Europe, ex-
tremely precarious, and depend chiefly on his
perfonal character: Where, on the contrary, the
powers of the prince are above the controul of
his people, they are likewre above the reftric-
tions of juftice. Rapacity and terror become the
predominant motives of conduét, and form the
chara&er of the only parties into which mankind
are divided, that of the oppreflor, and that of

thegppprefded.

Tais calamity threatened Europe for ages, un-
der the conqueft and fettlement of its new inha-
bitants®. Itgghas actually taken place in Afia,
where fimilar conquefts have been made; and
even without the ordinary opiates of effeminacy,
or a fervile weaknefs, founded on luxury, it has

* See Home's Hiftory of the Tuders.—There {eremed to
be nothing wanting w effablith a perfedk defporifm in. that
houfe, but a few regiments of troops under the command of
the Crown,

furprized
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furprized the¢Tartar on his wain, in the rear of
his herds. Among this people, in the peart of a
great continent, bold and enterprifing warriors
arofe: They fubdued by furprize, or fuperior
abilities, the contiguous hordes; they gained, in
their progrefs, acceflions of numbers and of
ftrength; and, like a torrent increafing as it de-
fcends, becamne too ftrong for any bar that could
be oppofed to their paffage. The conquering
tribe, during a fucceffion of ages, furnifhed the
prince with his guards; and while they themfelves
were allowed to fhare in its fpoils, were the vo-
luntary tools of oppreflion. In this manner has
defpotifm and corruption found their way into
regions fo much renowned for the wild freedom
of nature: A power which was the terror of every
effeminate province is difarmed, and the nurfery
of nations is 1tfelf gone to decay *. '

‘WHERE rude nations efcape this calamity, they
require the exercife of foreign wars to maintain
domeftic peace; when no enemy appears fgom
abroad, they have leifure for private feuds, and
employ that courage in their diffenfions at home,
which, in time of war, is employed in defence of
their country.

¢« Amonc the Gauls,” fays Czfar, ¢ there are
¢« {ubdivifions, not only in every nation, and in
< every diftri¢t' and village, but almoft in every
¢ houfe, every one muft fly to fome patron for

® Sce the Hiftory of the Hauns.
<« protection,
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¢« protetion®. In this diftribution of parties,
not only the feuds of clans, but the quarrels of
familjes, even the differences and competitions of
individuals, are decided by force. The fove-
reign, when unaffifted by fuperftition, endeavours
in vain to employ his jurifdiétion, or to procure a
fubmiffion to the decifions of law. By a people
who are acguftomed to owe their pofleffions to
violence, and who defpife fortune itfelf without
the reputation of courage, no umpire is admit-
ted but the fword. Scipio offered his arbitration
to terminate the competition of two Spaniards in
a difputed fucceflion: ¢ That,” faid they, < we
¢ have already refufed to our relations: We do
“¢ not fubmit our difference to the judgement of
* men; and even among the gods, we appeal 1o
¢« Mars alone 1.”

It is well known that the nations of Europe
carried this mode of proceeding to a degree of
formality unheard-of in other parts of the world:
‘The civil and criminal judge could, in moft cafes,
do no more than appoint the lifts, and leave the
parties to decide their caufe by the combat: they
apprehended that the victor had a verdiét of the
gods-in his favour: and when they dropped in any
inftance this extraordinary form of procefs, they
fubftituted in its place fome other more capricious
appeal to chance; in which they likewife thoughe
that the judgment of the gods was declared.

* Dec Bello Gallico, lib. 6. + Livy.
Tax
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Tas fierce nations of Europe were even fond
of the combat as an exercife and a fport, 1In the
abfence of real quarrels, companions challenged
each other to a trial of {kill, in which one of them
frequently perithed. 'When Scipio celebrated the
funeral of his father and his uncle, the Spaniards
came in pairs to fight, and, by a public exhibi-
tion of their duels, to increafe the #emnity *,

Ix this wild and lawle{s ftate, where the effes
of true religion would have been fodefirable, and
To falutary, fuperftition frequently difputes the af-
cendant even with the admiration of valour; and
an order of men, like the Druids among the an-
cient Gauls and Britons t, or fome pretender to
divination, as at the Cape of Good Hope, finds,
in the credit which is paid to his forcery, a way
o the poffeflion of power: His magic wand zomes
in competition with the fword itfelf; and, in the
manner of the Druids, gives the firft rudiments
of civil government to fome, or, like the fup-
pofed defcendent of the Sun among the Natchez,
and the Lama among the Tartars, to others, an
early tafte of defpotifm and abfolute flavery,

W are generally at a lofs to conceive how
mankind can {ubfift under cuftoms and nianners
extremely different from our own; and we are
apt to exaggerate the mifery of barbarous times,
by an imagination of what we ourfelves fhould

* Livy, Lib. 3, + Cafar.
fuffer
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fuffer in a ficuation <0 which we arc not accuf-
tomed. But every age hath its confolations, as
well as its fufferings®*. In the interval of occa-
fional outrages, the friendly intercourfe of men,
even in their rudeft condition, is affeftionate and
bappyt. In rude ages, the perfons and proper-
ties of individuals are fecure; becaufe each has a
friead, as will as an enemy; and if the one is
difpofed to moleft, the other is ready to protect;
and the very admiration of valour, which in fome
inftances tends to fan&ify violence, infpires like-
wife certain maxims of generofity and honour,
that tend to prevent the commiflion of wrongs.

* Prifcus, when employed on an embafly to Attila, was ac-
cofted in Greek, by a perfon who wore the drefs of a Scy-
thi n. Having exprefled {urprize, and being defirous to krow
the caufe of his ftay in fo wild a company, was told, that this
Greek.had been.a captive, and for {fome time a flave, till by
obtained his liberty in reward of fome remarkable a&ion. <1
¢¢ 1ive more happily here,"” fays he, ** than ever I did under
¢« the Roman government: For they who live with the Scy-
¢« thians, 1f they can endure the fatigmes of war, have no-
¢ thing elfe to moleft them ; they enjoy their poffefions un-
¢ difturbed : Whereas yqu are continuvally a prey to foreign
*¢ enemies, or to bad government ; you are forbid to carr
** arms in your own defence; you fuffer from the rcmiﬁ'ncg
¢ and ill conduét of thofe who are appointed to proted you;
s« the evils of peace are even worfe than thofe of war; no
¢ punifament is ever inflicted on the powerful or the rich ; no
¢¢ mercy is fthown to the poor; although yoor inftitutions
¢« were wifely devifed, yet, in the management of corrppred
*t men, their effe@s are pernicious and cruel.” Excerpra de
lqaﬁombw.

1+ D’Arvieax’s Hiftory of the Wild Arabs.

Mzd
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MeN pear with the defefts of their policy, as
they do with hardthips and inconveniencies in their
manner of living. The alarms and the fatigues of
war become a neceffary recreation to thofe who are
accuftomed to them, and who have the tone of
their paflions raifed above lefs animating or trying
occafions. Old men, among the courtiers of
Atrtila, wept when they heard of heroic deeds,
which they themfelves could no longer perform*.
And among the Celtic nations, when age ren-
dered the warrior unfit for his former toils, it was
the cuftam, in order to abridge the languors
of a liftlefs and inative life, to fue for death at
the hands of his friends {.

WrrH all this ferocity of {pirit, the rude nations
of the Weft were fubdued by the policy and more
regular warfare of the Romans. The point'of how
nour which the barbarians of Europe adopted as
individuals, expofed them to a peculiar difadvan-
tage, by rendering them, even in their national
wars, averfe to affailing their enemy by furprife,
or taking the benefit of ftratagem; and though
feparately bold and intrepid, yer, like other rude
nations, they were, when aflembled in great bo-
dies, addicted to fuperttition, and fubje(t to panics,

¢ D’Arvieux’s Hiftory of the wild Arabs.

+ Ubi tranfcendit Alorentes viribus annos,
Jmpatiens zvi fpernit novifle fenectam,

Siling, libe 1, 235,

N Fuyy
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THEY were, from a confcioufnefs of their per-
fonal courage and force, fanguine on the eve of
battle; they were, beyond the bounds of mode-
ration, elated on fucce's, and dejeéted in adver-
fity; and bring difpofed to confider ever, event
as a judgment of the gods, they were never qua-
lified by an uniforio apphication of prudence to
make the moft of their forces, to rep:ir their
misfortunes, or to improve their advantages.

Res'oNED to the gavernment of affe¢tion and
paflion, they were generous and faithful where
they had fixed an attachment ; inplacable, frow-
ard, and crucl, wherethey had conceived a diflike :
addilted to debauchery, and the immoderate ufe
of intoxicating liquors, they deliberated on the
affairs, of ftate 1n the heat of their riot, and 1n +he
fame danrremus moments, conceived the defigns
ofmllxmry cnterprife, or termmated their domel’uc
diffenfions by the dagger or the fword.

In their wars they preferred death to captivity.
The vitorious arinies of the Romans, in enternng
a town bv affault, or in forcing an incampm.ert,
have found the mother in the aét of deftroying her
children, that they might not be taken; and the
dapger of the parent, red with the blood of his
fa nily, ready to be plunged at laft into his own
breait *.

* Liv. lib. xh. 11. Dio Caff,
In



Scét. 3. Imprefions of Property and Interef. 179

In all thefe particulars, we perceivé that vigour
of {pirit, which renders diforder itfelf refpectable,
and which qualifies men, if fortunate in their
fituation, to lay the bafis of domeftic liberty, as
well as to maintain aganft foreign enemies their
national independence and freedom.
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PART THIRD,
OF THE HISTORY OF

POLICY anxp ARTS.

SECTION 1
Of the Influences of Climate and Situation.

HAT we have hitherto obferved on the
condition and manners of nations, though

chiefly derived from what has paffed in the tempe-
rate climates, may, in fome meafure, be applied to
the rude flate of mankind in every part of the
carth: But if we intend to purfue the hiftory of our
fpecies in its further attainments, we may foon en-
ter on fubje&s which will confine our obfervation
to marrower limits. The genius of political wif-
dom, and of civil arts, sppears to have chofen his
feats in particular tratts of the carth, and to have
feleted " his favourites jin particular racés of

men,
N 3 Manx,
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Man, in his animal capacity, is qualified to fub-
filt in every climate. He reigns with the lion and
the tyger under the equatorial heats of the fun, or
he affociates with the bear and the rain-deer beyond
the polar fyftem. His verfaule difpofition fits him
to afflume the habits of either condition, or his
talent for arts enables him to fupply its defefls.
The intcrmediate climates, however, appear moft
to favour his nature ; and in whatever manner we
account for the fad, it cannot be doubted, that
this ammal has always attained to the principa
honours of his fpecies within the temperate zone.
The arts, which he has on this fcene repeatedly
invented, the extent of his reafon, the fertility of
his fancy, and the force of his genius in literature,
commerce, policy, and war, fufficiently declare
either a diftinguillied advantage of fituation, ora
natural fuperiority of mind.

TxE moft remarkable roces of men, it is true,
have been rude before they vrere polithed.  They
have in fome -cafes returaed to rudenefs again:
And it is not from the actual pofleffion of arts,
fcience, ar policy, that we-are to prgnouace of
their genius.

TurRy is a vigour, a reach of capacity, and
a fenfibility of mind, which may chara&erize as
well the favage as the citizen, the flave as well
as the mafter; "and the fame powers of she mind
may be turned to a wariety of purpofes. A

modern..
4
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modern Greek, perhaps, is mifchievous, flavith,
and cunning, from the fame animated tempera=-
ment that made his anceftor ardent, ingenious, and
bold, 1n the camp, or in the council of his nation.
A modcrn Italian is diftinguithed by fenfiodicy,
quicknefs, and art, while he employs on trifles the
capacity of an ancient Roman; and exhibits now,
in the {cene of amuleinent, and in the fearch of a
frivolous applaufe, that fire, and thofe paflions,
with which Gracchus burned 1a the forum, and
fhook the aflemblies of a {everer pepple.

Tue commercial and lucrativedits have been,
in fome clunates, the principal objet of mankind,
and have been retained through every difatter; in
others, even under all the Auétuations of fortune,
they have fll been negle@ed; while 1n the tempe-
rate chimares of Europe and Afia, they hive had
their ages, of adimiration as well as conteinpt.,

In one flate of fociety arts are {lighted, from
that very ardour of mind, and principle of attivity,
by which, in anpther, they are prattifed with the
greateft fuccefs, While men are ingroffed by their
paffions, heated and roufed by the ftruggles and
dangers of their country; while the trumpet
founds, or the alarm of focial engagement is rung,
and the heart beats thigh, it were a mark of
dulnefs, or of an abje& fpirit, to find leifure for
the ftudy.af eale, or the purfuit of improvements,
which have mere conyenience or cafe for their
objett,

N 4 THE
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Tuz frequent viciffitudes and reverfes of for-
tune, which nations have experienced on that
very ground where the arts have profpered, ate
probably the effefts of a bufy, inventive, and
verfatile {pirit, by which men have carried every
national change to extremes. They have raifed
the fabric of defpotic empire to its greateft height,
where they had beft underftood the foundations of
freedom. They perithed in the flames which
they themfelves had kindled; and they only, per-
haps, were capable of difplaying, by turns, the
greateft improvements, or the loweft corruptions,
to which thetlatmian mind can be brought.

Onx this fcene, mankind have twice, within the
compafs of hiftory, afcended from rude beginnings
to very high degrees of refinement. In every age,
whethet deftined by its temporary difpofition to
build or to deftroy, they have left the veftiges of
an active and vehement {pirtt. The pavement and
the ruins of Rome are buried ia duft, thaken from
the feet of barbarians, who trod with contempt on
the refinements of luxury, and fpurned thofe arts,
the ufe of which it was relerved for the pofterity of
the fame people to difcover and to admire. The
tents of the wild Arab are even now pitched among
the ruins-of magnificent cities; and the wafte fields
which border on Paleftine and Syria, are perhaps
become again the nurfery of infant nationss The
chieftainof an Arabtribe, hikethe founder af Rome,
may have already fixed the roots of a plant chat is

o



St&. t. Climate o Situsiton. 186

to flourith in fome future period, or laid the foun-
dations of a fabric, that will attain to its grandeur
in fome diftant age.

Great partof Africa has been always unkno#n;
but the filence of fame, on the fubje& of its revo-
lutions, is 2n argument, where no other proof can
be found, of weaknefs in the genius of its people.
The torrid zone, every where round the globe,
however known to the geographer, has furnifhed
few materials for hiftory; and though in many
places fupplied with the arts of life in no contempt-
ible deggee, has no where matured the moré im-
pottant projeéts of political wifdom, nor infpired
the virtues which are conneéted with freedom, and
which are required in the conduét of civil affairs.

It was indeed in the torrid zone that mere arts of
mechanifm and manufature were found, among
the inhabitants of the new world, to have made the
greateft advance: It is 1n India, and in the regions
of this hemifphere, which are vifited by the vertical
fun, that the arts of manufacture, and the practice
of commerce, are of the greateft antiquity, and
have furvived, with the {fmalleft diminution, the
ruins of time, and the revolutions of empire.

ThHe fun, it feems, which ripens the pine-apple
and th tamarind, mfpxrcs adegree of mildnefs that
can even sffuage the rigours of defpotical govern-
ment : and fuch is the effelt of a gentle and pacific

7 difpofition
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dupoﬁtxon in the natives of the Faft, thatno con-
queft, no irruption of barbanam, tcrimnatcs, as
they did among the ftubborn natives of Europe,
by a total deftruction of what the love of eafe and
of pleafure had produced.

TraNsFERRED, without any great ftruggle,
from one mafter to another, the nauves of India
are ready, upon every change, to pusfue their in-
dultry, to acquiefce 1n the enjoyment of life, and
the hopes of animal pleafure: the wars of conquelt
are not prolonged to exafperare the parties engaged
in them, or to defolate the land for which thofe
parties contend: even the barbarous invader leaves
untouched the comme:cial fectlement which has
not provoked his rage : though mafter of opulent
cities, he only incanps, in their neighbourhood,
and legues to his heits the option of entering, by
degrees, on the pleafures, the vices, and the page-
antries which his acquifitons afford : his fuccef-
fors, fhill more than huniclf; are difpofed to fofter
the hive, in proportion as they talte more of its
fweets; and they fpare the inhabitant, together
with his dwelling, as they fpare the herd or
the ftall, of which they are become the pro-
prietors.

True modern defcription of India is a repetition
of the ancient, and the prefent ftatc ot Chinais
derived from adiftant antiquity, to which there is
no parallet in the hittory of mankind. The fuccef-

fion
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fion of monarchs has been changed; but no revo-
lutions have affected the (}ate. The African ahc}
the Samoide are not more uniform in their ig=
norance and barbarity, than the Chinefe and the
Indian, if we may credit their own ftory, have
been in the prattice of manufatture, and in the
obfervance of 4 certain police, which wascalculateq
only to regulate their traffic, and to prote&t them
in their application to fervile or lucrative arts.

Ir we pafs from thefe general reprefentations of
what mankind have done, to the more minute de-
fcription of the animal himfelf, as he has occupied
different chimates, and is diverlified in his temper,
complexion, and chara&er, we fhall find a variety
of genius correfponding to the effets of his con-
du&, and the refult of his ftory.

Mav, in the perfe&tion of his natural faculties,
is quick and delicate in his fenfibility ; extenfive
and various in his imaginations and refletions ;
attentive, penetrating, and fubtile, in what relates
to his fellow-creatures; firm and ardent in,his
purpofes ; devoted to friendthip or to enmity ;
jealous of his independence and his honour, which
he will not relinquifh for fafety or for profit:
under all his corruptions or improvements, he
retains his natural fenfibility, if not his force;
and his commerce 1s a blefling or a curfe, ac-
cording to the direCtion his mind has received.

Bur
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Bur andér thé extrénics of heat or of cold, the
adtivé fange of the huifiai f6ul dppeirs co be i
mitkd ; and men aré of inferiot 1mpor§axicc, either
as friénds, or 4s encrhics. 1i thie oné extreme,
thidy aré dull and flow, modérkte in theit defires,
féguldr and pacific in théir maittier of life ; in the
éther, they are feveriflt in theit paffiohs, wesk in
tbeir jodgments, 2hd addicted by cémperdmént o
animal pleafate, I both thie hédst is thercendry,
and makes important conceflions for childith
Bribés : i Doth the fpirit is prépaiéd for fevirude :
14 the oné it is fubdued by fear of the future; in
¢he other it is not roufed: even by its fenf€ of the
préfent.

‘Tur nations of Europe who would fettle or
conquer_on the fouth or the north of cheir own
bappict climates, find little refiftance : they estend
their dominion st pleafure, and find no where a
ltmit but in the ocean, and in the faticty of conqueft,
With few of the pangs and the firuggles that pré-
cedé the reduétion of nations, mighty provincés
have been fucceflively annexed to the territory of
Ruffia; and its fovereign, who actounts within
his domaim, cntire ¢ribes, with whom perhaps
none of his emiffaries have ever converfed, dif-
patched d few geometers to extead his empire, and
thes to éxecuté a projedt, in which the Romans
were obliged to empjoy their confuls snd their
legions®, Thefe inodern conquerers compldia of

® See Ruffian Atlas,
rebellion,
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rébellion, where they meet with repugnanee;
and afe furprifed at being treated as cnemies,
where they come to impofe their tribute.

I appears, however, that on the fhores of the
Eaftern fea, they have met with nations + who
have queftioned their title to reign, and who have
confidered the requifition of a tax as the demand
of effefts for nothmg Here perhaps may be
found the genius of ancient Europe, and under
its name of ferocity, the fpirit of national inde-
pendence 1 ; that fpirit which difputed its groynd
in the Weft with the viCtorious armies of Rome,
and baffled the attempts of the Perfian monarchs
to comprehend the villages of Greece within the
bounds of their extenfive dominion.

THe great and ftriking diverfities which obtain
betwixt the inhabitants of climates far removed
from each other, are, like the varieties of other
animals in different regions, eafily obferved. The
horfe and the rain-deer are juft emblems of the
Arab and the Laplander: the native of Arabia,
like the animal for whofe race his country is famed,
whether wild in the woods, or tutored by art, 1:
lively, attive, and fervent in the exercife on which
he is bent, This race of men, in thctr rude ftate,
fly to the defert for freedom, and in rovmg bands

+ The Tchutzi.

t Nates to the Genealogical Hiftory of the Tartars,
vouched by Strahlenberg.

alarm
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alarm the frontiers of c;nPlrc, and ﬁnkqa ferror in
the province to which their movm g éncampments
advance®. When roufed by the profpe& of con-
queft, or dxfpoled to a& on a plan, thcy fpread
thcxr domm:on, and their fyftem of imagipation,
over mighty trats of the earth : when poffeffed of
property and of fettlement, they fet the example
of a lively invention, and fuperior ingenuity, 1n
the pra@ice of arts, and the ftudy of fejence.
‘The Laplander, on the contrary, like the affociate
of his climate, is hardy, indefatigable, and patient
of famine, dull rather than tame; ferviceable 1n
a particalar tra&; and incapable of change. Whale
nations continue from age to age in the fame con-
dition, and, with immoveable phlegm, fubmit to
the appellations of Dane, of Swede, or of Mufio-
wige, according to the land they inhabit; and fuf-
fer their country 1o be fevered like a common, by
the line on which thofe nations have traced their
limits of empijre.

IT is not in the extremes alone that thefe vari-
eties of genius may be clearly dlﬂmgmfhcd
Their continual change keeps pace with the vari-
ations of climate with which we fuppofe them
connefted: and though certain degrees of
¢apacity, penctration and ardour, are not the
Iot ‘of entire nations, nor the vulgar properties
of any people; yet their unequal frequency,
and unequal meafure, in different countries,

* D’Arvieax,
are
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tries, are fufficiently manifeft from the manners,
the tone of converfation, the talent for bufinefs,
amufement, and the literary compofition, which
predomuinate in each.

It is td the Southern nations of Europe, both
ancient and modern, thit we gwe the inveniion
and embellifhment of that mvthology, and thofe
early traditions, which continue to furnith the ma-
terials of fancy, and the field of poetic allufon.
To them we owe the romantic raleg of hivalry,
as well as the fubfequent moddls of a more ratio-
nal {tyle, by which the hearr and the imnagination
are kindied, and the underttanding informed.

THe fruits of induftry have abounded moft in
the North, and the ftudy of icie ce has here re-
ceived its mott fohid unprovements: The efforts
of unagination and fentiment were moft frequent
and moft fuccefsful in the South,  While the
fhores of the Baltic becamre famed for the ftudies
of Copernicus, Tycho Brahe, and Kepler, thofe
of the Mediterrinean were celebrated for giving
birth to men of genius 1n ull 1ts variety, and for
having abounided with poets and hiftorians, as
well as with men ot {cience,

Ovw one fide, learning took its rife from the
heart and the fancy, on the other, it is ftill con-
fned to che judgment and the memory. A faith-
ful detail of pubtic ranfaétions, with lirtle dif=
cernment of their comparative importance ; the

treaties
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treatics and the claims ef nations, the births and
genealogies of princes, are, in the literature of
Northern nations, amply preferved ; while the
lights of the underftanding, and the feelings of
the heart, are fuffered to perith. The hiftory of
the human eharafter; the interefting memgir,
founded no lefs on the carelefs procecdings of a
private life, than'on the formal granfa&ions of a
public ftation; the ingenious pleafantry, the
piercing ridicule, the tender, pathetic, or the
elevated ftrain of elocytian, have been confined
in modern, as well as ancieng times, with a few
exceptions, to the fame latitudes with the fig and
the vine.

Tusse diverfities of natural genius, if real,
muft have great part of their foundation in the
animat frame: And it has been often obferved,
that the vine flourifhes, where, to quicken the
ferments of the human blood, its aids are the
leaft required. 'While fpirituous liquors are,
among fouthern nations, from a fenfe of their
ruinous effeéts, prohibited; or from a love of de-
ceticy, and the pofféflion of a temperament fuffi-
ciently warm, not greatly defired; they carry in
the North a peculiar charm, while they awaken
the mind, and give a tafte of that lively fancy
snd ardaur of paflion, which the climate is faund
to deny.

Tre melting defires, or the fiery pafions, which
in one climate take place between the fexes, arein
another
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gngghet changed into a fober tonfideration, or &
patience of mutual difguft. This change is

narked in crofling the Mediterranean, in follow-
ing the courfe of the Miﬂifﬁppi, in afcending the
mountains of Caucafus, and in paffing from the
Alps and the Pyrenees to the fhores of the Baltic.

Tue female fex domineers on the frontier of
Louifiana, by the double engine of fuperftition,
and of paffion. They are flaves among the native
inhabitants of Canada, and are ch;cﬂy valued for
the toils they enduf and the domeftic fervice
they yield *,

Tue burning ardours, and the torturing jea
loufies of the fcragho arid the haram, which have
reigned fo long in Afia and Africa, and which, in
the fouthern parts of Europe, have fcarcely given
way to the difference of religion and civil eftabhifh-
ments, are found, however, with an abatement of
heat in the climate, to be more eafily changed, in
one latitude, into a temporary paffion which ine
groffes the mind, without enfeebling it, and ex-
cites to romantic atchievements s By a faggher pro-
grefs to the north, it is changed into.a fpirit of
gallantry, which employs the wit and the fancy
more than the heart; which prefers intrigue to
enjoyment ; and fubftitutes affectation and vanity,
where fentiment and defire have failed. As it
departs from the fun, the fame paflion is farther

* Chazlevoix.
compofed
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compofcd into a habit 4l domeflic mmﬁﬁ% of
frozen into a ftaté of infenfibility, under which
the fexes at freedom fearcely chufe to unite their
fociety.

T uEsE variations of-temperament and charater
do not indeed correfpond with the number of de-
grees that are meafured from the equator to ‘the
pole s nor does the temperature of the air #felf
depend on the latitude. Varteties of foil and pofi-
tion, the diftance or neighbourhood of the fea,
arc known to affeét the atm®#Bhere, and may have
fignal effets in compoling the animal frame.

Tue climates of America, though taken under
the {ame parallel, are obferved to differ from thofe
of Europe. There, extenfive marthes, great lakes,
aged; decayed, and crouded forefts, with the other
circumftances that mask an uncultivated country,
are fuppofed to replenifh the air with heavy and
noxious vapours, that give a2 double afperity to
the winter; and during many months, by the fre-
quency and continuance of fogs, fnow, and froft,
carry thes inconveniencies of the frigid zone far
into the temperate. The Samoiede and the Lap-
landcr, however, have their counterpart, though
on a lower latitude, on the fhores of America:
TheCanadian and the Iroquois bear 2 refemblance
¢0 tht ancient inhabitants-of the middling climates
of - Furope: The Mexican, like the -Afiatie’ of
India, being addicted to-plesfure, was funk in ef-

feminacy;
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%ninacy;‘ ana m the acighbourhosd of the wild
and she free, had foffered to be raifed on his
vicaknefs a domincering fuperftition, and a pes-
manent fabric of defpotical government, .

Grear part of Tartary lies under the fame
parallels with Greece, Italy, and Spain; but the
climates are found to be differenc; and while
th@®thores, not only of the Mediterranean, but
even thofe of the Atdantic, are favoured with a
moderate change vicifficude of feafons, the
eaftern parts of Euﬁe, and the northern conti~
nent of Afia, are affliCted with all their extremes.
In one feafon, we are told, that the plagues of an
ardent fummer reach almoft to the frozen fea; and
that the® inhabitant is obliged to fcreen himfelf
from noxious vermin in the fame clouds of fmoke
in which he muft, at a different time of the Vear,
take thelter from the rigours of cold. When
winter returns, the tranfition is rapid, and with
an afperity, almoft equal in every latitude, lays
wafte the face of the earth, from the northern
confines of Siberia, to the defcents of Mount
Caucafus and the frontier of India.

%

Wirs this unequal diftribution of clithate, by
which the lot, as well as the national charatter, off
the northern Afiatic may be deemed inferior to that
of Europeans, who lic under the fame parallels, a
fimilar gradation of temperamint and fpirit, hows
ever, has been obferved, in following the meridian

O.2 on
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on either era& ; and the. Southern Tartar has over
the : Tongufes and the Samokde the fame pre-
emjpence, that certain nationi of Europe a
known to poffefs.over their northern gpeighbours,
ficuations more advantageous to both,

Tut fouthetn hemifphere fearcely offers a fub-
je@ of like obfervation. The temperate zone is
zhere ftill undifcovered, or is only known in ewo
promontories, the Cape of Good Hope and Cape
Horny whigh ftretch into erate laticudes on
that fide of the line. But favage of South
.America, notwithftanding the interpofition of the
nations of Peru and of Mexico, is found to refem-
ble his counterpart on the North; and the Hot-
tentot, in many things, the barbarian of Europe :
He is tenacious of freedom, has rudiments of
poli'cy, and a national vigour, which ferve to
di&inguifh his race from the other African tribes,
who are expofed to the more vertical rays of
the fun.:

WaiLe we have, In thefe obfervations, only
thrown out what muft prefent itfelf on the moft
curfory view of the hiftory of mankind, or what

#‘hay be prefumed from the mere obfcurity of feme
nmons, who inhabit great tra&s of the earth, as
‘well as from the luftre of othErs, we dre ftill un-
‘sble to explain the manner in which climate may
affeét the temperathent, ot fofter the genius of
its inhiabitans,

Tuat
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Taar the temper of the heart, and the intel-
lectual operations of the mind, are, in fome mea-
fure, dependent on the ftate of the animal organs,
is well known from experience, Men differ from
themfelves in ficknefs and in health; under a
change of diet, of air, and of exercife: but we
are, even in thefe familiar inftances, at a lofs how
to conne& the caufe with its fuppofed effet: and
though climate, by including a variety of fuch
caufes, may, by fome regular influence, affeét the
chara&ers of menggve can never hope to explain
the manner of thofe influences till we have under-
ftoodgy what prohably we fhall neveg underftand,
the ftructure of thofe finer organs with which
aperatians of the fou] are connected.

WHEN we point out, in the fituatioff of a peos
ple, circumftances which, by determining their
purfuits, regulate thei§ habits, and their manner
of life; %nd when, inftead of referring to the
fuppofed phyfical fource of their difpofitions, we
affign their inducements to a determinate conduét;
in this we fpedk of effeéts ‘and of caufes whofe
conne&ion is more familiarly known. We can
underftand, for inftance, why a race of men like
the Samotiede, confined, during great pars of 'the
year, to da'rk"ncfpr retired into caverns, fhould
diﬂ’qr in their manners and appreh‘mﬁons from
thofe who ‘are at fiberty in every feafon ; or who,
inftead of feeking relief from the extremities of
gold, are employed in fearch of . précautions

O3 againfl
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againtt the oppreffions of a burning fun. Rire
and exercife are the remtedies of cold ; repofe and
fhade the fecurities from heat. The Hollander
is laberious and induftrious in Europe; ‘he bea
eomes mmore languid and flothful in India®,

GREAT extremities, either of heat o cold, are,
perhaps, ifi a moral view, equally unfavourable to
the a&ive genius of mankind, and by prefenting
dike infuperable difficubties to be overcomg, or
firong inducements to indolence and floth, eqhally
prevent the firft applications of ingenuity, or
limit their pgogrefs. Some intermediate dggrecs
of inconvenience in the fituation, at once excite
the fpirit, and, with the hopes of fuccefs, encou~
rageitsefforts. ¢ Itis in the leaft favourable fitua-
s tiops,” Fays Mr. Rouffeau, ¢ that the arts have
« flougithed the moft. I could fhow them in
« Egypt, ds they {pread with the overflowing of
¢ the Nile; *and in Attica, as they mouhited up to
¢ the clouds, from a rocky foil and from barren
« {fands; while, on the fertile banks of the Eu-
“* rotas, they were not able to faffen their roots,™

Wiaeee mankiad frem the feft fublift by toil,
sl in.the midft of difficukics; the defe@s of their
fireation are fuppliad by mdukx s apd while dry,

¥ The Dn& fajlors, who were employed ‘in the fiege of
Malaco, tore or burnt the fail-cloth which was givel\ thein to

make tents, thae they mijphtnoe heve the trouble of making o
piccking them. Vo, de Marelinf,

tempting,
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tempting; and healthful lamds are left anculti-
vated ¥, the peftilent mdrfh is drained ‘with gredt”
labour, and the fea is fenced off with mighty bar
riers, the materials and the cofts of which, the
foil to be gained can fearely afford, or repay
Harbours are opened, and crouded with fhip-
ping, where veffels of burden, if they are not
conftru®ed with a view to the fituation, have not
water to float, Elegant and magnaificent edifices
are raifed on foundations of flime; and all the
conveniencies of human life are made to abound,
where nature does not feem to have prepared a
receptian for men, It is in vain to exped, that
the refidence of arts and commerce fhould be de-
termined by the poffeflion of naryral advantages.
Men do more when they have cerrain difficulties
to furmount, than when they haye Iuppofed
bleflings to enjoy: and the fhade of the barren
oak and the pine are more favourable to ghe
genius of mankind, than that of the palm or the
tamarind,

AMona the advantages which enable nations to
run the career of policy, as well as of arts, it may
be expected, from the obfervations already made,
that we fhould reckon every circumitance which
enable them to djvige and to maintain themfelves
in dxﬁm& and chpgndcn: commu;;mcs The
{ocxcry and concourfe of other men are not mosg

4+ Comvpare the M‘o‘l‘!!\mguy with that of Holland.
Q4 neceflary
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neceffary to form the individual, than the rivalthip
apd competition of nations are to invigorate the
principles of political life in a ftate. Their wars,
and their treaties, their mutyal jealoufies, and the
eftablithments which they deyife with a view to
each other, conftitute more than half the occupa-
tions of mankind, and furnifh mategials for their
greatett and moft improying exertions. For this
reafon, clufters of iflands, a continent divided by
many natural barriers, great rivers, ridges of
mountains, and arms of the fea, are beft fitted
for becoming the nurfery of independent and
refpe@table na)tions, The diftinétion o{, ftates
bcxng clearly maintained, a principle of political
life is eftablifhed in every divifion, and the ca-
pital of every dlf’m& like the heart of an animal
f;ody, commuricates with eafc the vital blood and
the national fpirit of its members.

TrEe moft refpectable nations have always been
found, where at leaft one part of the frontier has
been wathed by the fea. This barrier, perhaps
the ftrongeft of allin- thc times of ignorance, does
not, however, even thcn fupercede the cares of a
national defence ; and in the advanced ftate o
arts, glvcs the grcateﬂ: fcoPe and facility tq,
commerce.

Turivine and independent nations were acs
eordingly fcattered on the fhores of the Pacifis
and the Adantic, They fusrounded-the &ed.fs::

t
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the Mediterranean, and the Baltic; while, a few
tribes excepted, who retire among the mountaias
bordering on India and Perfia, or who have
found fome rude ettablifiment among the creeks
and the fhorgs of the Cafpian and the Euxine,
there is {carcely a people in the vaft continent of
Afia who deferves the name of a nation. The
unbounded plain is traverfed at large by hordes,
who are in perpetual motion, or who are difplaced
and Baraffed by their mutual hoftilities. Although,
they are never perhaps actually blended rogether
in the courfe of hunting, or in the fearch of paf-
ture, they cannpt bear one great diftin&ion of
nations, which 1s taken from the t¢rritosy, and
which is deeply impreflfed by an affettion to the
native feat. They move in troops, without the
érrangcmcnt or the concert of nations, they be-
come eafy acceflions to every new empire among
themfelves, or to the Chinefe and the Mufcovize,
with whom they hold a traffic for the means of
fubﬁ&ence, and the materials of pleafure.

Waere a happy fyftem of nations is formed,
they do not rely for the continuance of their fepa-
rate names, and for that of their political inde-
pendence, on the barriers ere@ted by nature.
Mutual jealoufies lgad to the maintenance of a
balance of power ; and this principle, more than
the Rhine 'and the Ocean, than the Alps and
the Pyrences in modern Europe; more than
the fraits of Thermopyle, the mountains of

Thrace,
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Thrace, or the bays of Salamine and Corinth in
ancient Greece, tended to prolong the fepara-
tion, to which the inhabitants of thefe happy
climates have owed $Héir felicity as nations, the
luftre of their fame, and their civil accom-
plithments,

Ir we mean to purfue the hiftory of civil fociety,
our attention muft be chiefly directed to fuch ex-
amples; and we muft here bid farewell ‘to thofe

regions of the earth, on which our fpecies, by the
effects of fitvation or climate, appear to be re-

ftrained in their national purfuits, or inferior in
the powers of the mind.

SECT,
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SECT. IL
Fbe Hiftory of political £fiablifbments,

E have hitherto obferved mankind, either

united together on rerms of equality, or
difpofed to admit of a fubordination founded mere-
ly on the voluntary refpet and attachment which
they paid to their leaders; but, in both cafes,
without any concerted plan of governhment, or fyf-
tem of laws.

Tue favage, whafe fortune is compriftd in his
cabbin, his fur, and his arms, is fatisfied with that
provifion, and with that degree of fecurity, he
himfelf can procure. He perceives, in treating,
with his equal, no fubjeét of difcuffion that fhould
be referred to the decifion’of a judge; nor does
he find in any hand the badges of magiftracy, or
the enfigns of: 3 perpetual command.

T ue barbarian, though indyced by his admira-
tion of perfonal qualities, the luftre of a heroic
race, or a fuperjority of fortune, to follow the
banners of a leader, and to att 3 fubordigate part
in his tribe, knows not, thar what he performs
from choice, is to be made a fubjeét of obligation.
He atts from affections unacquainted with forms ;
and when provoked, or when engaged in difputes,

he
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he recurs to the fword, as the ultimate means of
decifion, in all queftions of *#ight.

Human affairs, inthe mean time, continue their
progrefs.  'What was in one genera#ion a propen-
fity to herd with the {pecies, becomes in the ages
which follow, a principle of natural union. What
was originally an alliance for common defence,
becomes a concerted plan of political force; the
care of fubfiftence becomes an anxiety fpr accu-
mulating wealth, and the foundation of commer-
clal arts.

Mankinn, in following the prefert fenfe of
their minds, in ftriving to remove inconveniencies,
or to gain apparent and contiguous advantages,
arrive at ends which even their imagination could
not anticipate; and pafs on, like other animals, in
the trad of their nature, without perceiving its
end. He who firf} faid, ¢ I will appropriate this
s field ; I will leave it to my heirs;” did not pex-
ceive, that he was laying the foundation of civil
laws and political eftablithments. He who firft
r%mgcd’ himfelf under a leader, did not perceive,
‘that he was fetting the example 6f a permanent
fubordination, under the pretegce of which, the
rapacious were to feize his poffeffions, and the
arrogant to lay cfaim tohis fervice.

Mew, in general, are fufficiently difpofed to oc-
*rupy themitlves in forming projeéts and fchemes:
Bur



Sc&t. 2, Tde Hiflary of pelitical Efablilbments. 208

But he who would fcheme and proje& for others,
will find an opponege in every perfon who is dif-
pofed to {cheme for himfelf. Like the winds that
come we know not whence, ‘and blow whitheérfo-
ever they lift, the forms of fociety are derived from
an obfcure and diftant origin; they anift, long be-
fore the date of philofophy, from the inftinéts, not
from the fpeculations of men. The crowd of
mankind, are direCted in their eftablifhments and
meafures, by the circumfiances in which they are
placed ; and feldom are turned from their way, to
follow the plan of any fingle projettor.

Every ftep and every movement of the multi-
tude, even in what are termed enlightened ages,
are made with equal blindnefs to the future; and
nations ftumble upon eftablithments, which are
indeed the refult of human ation, but mot the
execution of any human defign*. 1f Cromwell
faid, That a man never mounts higher, than when
he knows not whither he is going; it may with
more reafon be a2ffirmed of communities, that
they admit of the greateft revolutions where no
change is intended, and that the moft refined poli-
ticians do not always know whither they are lead«
ing the ftate by their projeéts.

Ir we liften to the teftimony ¢f modera hiftory,
and to that of the moft authentic parts of ¢he an-
cient; if we attend to the pradice of nations in

¢ De Retz Memoirs,

every
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every quarter of the world, and in every condis
tion, whether that of the bagharian or the polifia
ed, we fhail find very litde reafon to retraé this
affercion. (No conftitution is formed by ¢onoert,
no governtent is copiedfrom a plan. The mem-
bers of a fmall ftate contend for equality; the
members of a greater, find themfelves claffed in a
certain manner that lays a foundation for mo«
narchy. They proceed from one form of govern~
ment to another, by cafy tranfitions, and frequently
under old names adopt a new conftitution. The
feeds of every form are lodged in human nature;
they fpring up and ripen with the feafon. The
prevalence of a particular fpecies is often derived
from an imperceptible ingredieat mingled ia the

fpil.

‘We are therefore to receive, with caution, the
traditionary hiftories of ancient legiflators, and
founders of ftates. Their names have long been
celebrated ; their fuppofed plans have been ads
mired; and what were probably the confequences
of an early fituation, is, in every inftance, confi-
dered as an cffett of defign. An author and 2
work, like caufe and effe&, aré perpetually cou-
pled rogether. This is the fimpleft form under
which we can confider the gftablithment of na-
tions : and we afixibe to a previaus defign, what
came 40 be known only by experience, what no
human wifdom could forefee, and what, without
the concurring humour and difpofifion of his age,

no
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no autherity could enable an individual to exes
wdte,

Ir wen, during ages of extenfive reflection, and
employed inthefearchof improvement, are wedded
to their inftisutions; and, labouring under many
acknowledged inconveniencies, cannot break loofe
from the trammels of cuftom ; what fhall we fup-
pofe their humour to have been in the times of
Romulus and Lycurgus? They were not furely
more difpefed to embrace the {chemes of innova-
tors, or to fhake off the impreflions of habit: They
were not more pliant and duétile, when theirknaw-
ledge was lefs; not more capable of refinement,
when their minds were more circumf{cribed.

WeE imagine, perhaps, that rude nations muft
have fo ftrong a fenfe of the defeéts under. whieh
they labour, and be fo confcious that reformations
are requifite in.their manners, that they muft be
ready to adopt, with joy, every plan of improve-
ment, and to receive every plaufible propofal with
implicit comphiance. And we are thus inclined to
believe, that the harp of Orpheus could effedt, in
one age, what the eloquence of Plato could not
produce in another. We miftake, however, the
chara&eriftic of fimple ages: magkind then ap-
pear to feel the feweft defets, apd are then leaft
defirous to enter on reformations.

Taz reality, in the mean time, of certain efta-
blithmeats at Rome -and at Sparra, cannot be dif-
[ puted ;
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puted : but it is probable, thdt the government of
Both thefe ftates took its rife from the {ituation
genius of the people, not from the projeéts ot
fingle men; that the celebrated warrior and fatef-
man, who are confidered is the founders of thofe
nations, only ated a fuperior part athorig niums=
bers who were difpofed to the famt inftitutions;
and that they left to pofterity a renown, pointing
them otit as the inventors of many practices which
had been already in ufe, and which helped to form
their own manners and genius, as well as thofe of
their countrymen.

It has been formerly obferved, that, in many
particulars, the cuftoms of fimple nations coincide
with what is afcribed to the invention of early
ftatefmen ; that the model of republican govern-
ment, the fenate, and the affembly of the people;
that even the equality of property, or the com-
munity of goods, were not referved to the inven-
tion or contrivance of fingular men.

1r%e confider Romulus as the founder of the
Roman ftate, certainly he who killed his brother;
that he mighe reign alone, did not defire to come
under reftraints from the controuling power of the
fenate, nor.to refer the councils of his fovereignty
to the decifiodbof a colle&tive body. Love of do-
minion is, by its nature, averfe to reftraint; and
this chieftain, liké every leader in a rude age, pro-
bably found a clafs of men ready to intrude on his
éouncils, and without whom he could not proceed:
He
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He met with occafions, on which, as at the found
of a trumpet, the body of the people affembled,
and took refolutions, which any individual might
in vaindifpute, orattempt tocontroul; and Rome,
which commenced on the general plan of every
artlefs fociety, found lafting improvements 1n the
purfuit of temporary expedients, and digefted het
political frame in adjufting the pretcnﬁons of par-
ties whicH arofe in the ftate,

ManNkIND, in very early ages of fociety, learn
to covet riches, and to admire diftinétion: They
have avarice and ambition, and are occafionally led
by thefe paffions to depredations and conqueft;
but in their ordinary condu&, ate guided or re-
ftrained by different motives; by floth or intem=
perance ; by perfonal attachments, or perfonal
animofities ; which miflead from the attention to
intereft. Thefe motives or habits render mankind,
at times, remifs ot outrageous: They prove the
fource of civil peace or of civil diforder, but dif-
qualify thofe who are aftuated by them, from
maintaining any fixed ufurpation ; flavery and ra-
pine, in the cafe of every community, are firft
threatened from abroad, and war, either offenfive
or defenfive, is the great bufinefs of every tribe.
The enemy occupy theit thoughts ; they hdve no
leifure for domettic diffenfions. It is the defire of
every feparate community, however, to fecure it-
felf; and in proportion as it gains this object, by
firengthening its barrier, by weakening its enemy,

P or
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or by procuring allies, the individual at homre be-
thinks him of what he may gain or lofe for him-
felf : The leader is difpofed to enlarge the advan-
tages which belong to his ftation; the follower
becomes jealous of rights which are open to en-
croachment, and parties who united before, from
affe@ion and habit, or from a regard to their com-
mon prefervation, difagree in fupporting their fe-
veral claims to precedence or profit.

Wren the animolities of fa&tion are thus awa-
kened at home, and the pretenfions of freedom
are oppofed to thofe of dominion, the members
of every focjety find a new fcene upon which to
exert their altivity. They had quarrelled, per-
haps, on points of intereft; they hall balanced
between different leaders; but they had never
@nited as citizens, to withftand the encroachments
of {overeignty, or to maintain their common rights
as a people. If the prince, in this conteft, finds
numbers to fupport, as well as ta oppofe his pre-
tenfions, the {fword which was whetted againtt fo-
reign enemies, may be pointed at the bofom of
fellow-fubjeéts, and every interval of peace from
abroad, be filled with domeftic war. The facred
names of Liberty, Juftice, and Civil Order, are
made to refound in public affemblies; and, dur-
ing the abfence of other alarms, give to fociety,
within itfelf, an abundant fubject of ferment and
animofity.

j
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Ir what is related of ‘the little principalities
which, in ancient times, were formed in Greece,
in Italy, and over all Europe, agrees with the cha-
racter we have given of mankind under the firft
impreflions of property, of intereft, and of here-
ditary diftinctions; the feditions and domeftic wars
which followed in thofe very ftates, the expulfion
of their kings, or the queftions which arofe con-
cerning the prerogatives of the fovereign, or pri-
vilege of the fubject, are agreeable to the repre-
fentation which we now give of the firft ftep toward
political eftablifhiment, and the defire of a legal
conftitution,

WHAT this conftitution may be in its earlieft
form, depends on a vasiety of ciicumftances in the
condition of nations: Itdependson the extent of
the principality in its rude ftate; on the degree of
difparity to which mankind had fubmitted before
they began to difpute the abufes of power: It
depends likewife on what we term gecidents, the
perfonal charaéter of an individual, or the events
of a war.

Every community is originally a fmall one,
That propenfity by which mankind at fuft.unite,
is not the principle from which they afterwards act
in extending the limits of empire. Small tribes,
where they are not affembled by common objeéts
of conqueft or fafety, are even averfe to a coali-
tion, If, like the real or fabulous confederacy of

P2 the
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the Greeks for the deftruétion of Troy, many nas
tions combine in purfuit of a fingle obje&, they

cafily feparate again, and aét anew on the maxims
of rival ftates,

Traere is, perhaps, a certain national extent,
within which the paflions of men are eafily com-
municated from one, or a few, to the whole; and
there are certain numbers of men who can be af-
fembled, and act in a body. &f, while the fociety
ts not enlarged bevond this dimenfion, and while
its members are cafily aflembled, political conten-
tions arife, the ftate feldom fails to proceed on re-
publican maxims, and to eftablith democracy. In
moft rude principalities, the leader derived his
prerogative from the luftre of his race, and from
the voluntary attachment of his tribe: The people
he commanded were his friends, his fubje&s, and
his troops. If we fuppofe, upon any change in
their manners, that they ceafe to revere his
dignity, that they pretend to equality among
themfelves, or are feized with a jealoufy of his
affuming too much, the foundations of his power
are already withdrawn. When the voluntary
fabjet becomes refraltory; when confiderable
partics, or the collectrve body, chufe to a& for
themfelves; the fmall kingdom, like that of
Athens, becomes of courfe a republic.

Tae changes of condition, and of mamners,
which, in the progrefs of mankind, raife wp o
nations
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nations a leader and a prince, create, at the fame’
time, a nobility, and a variety of ranks, who
have, in a fubordinate degree, their claim to dif-
tin€tion. Superftition, too, may create an order of
men, who, under the utle of priefthood, engage
in the purfuit of a feparate jnterefl; who, by their
union and firmnefs as a body, and by their incef-
fant ambition, deferve to be reckoned in the lift
of pretenders to power. Thefe different orders of
men are the elements of whofe mixture the politi-
cal body is generally formed ; each draws o its
fide fome part from the mafs of the people. The
people themfelves are a party upon occalion ; and
numbers of men, however claffed and diftinguith-
ed, become, by their jarring pretenfions and fe-
parate views, mutual interruptions and checks;
and have, by bringing to the national councils
the maxims aud apprehenfions of a particular or-
der, and by guarding a particular intereft, a
fhare in adjulting or preferving the political form
of the ftate.

‘THE pretenfions of any particular order, if not
checked by fome collateral power, would termi-
nate in tyranny; thole of a prince, in defpotifm ;
thofe of a nobility or priefthood, 1n+the abufes of
ariftocracy ; of a populace in the confufions of
anarchy. Thefe terminations, as they are never
the profefled, fo are they feldom even the dif-
guifed objeé of party: But the meagures which
any party purfues, if fuffered to prevail, will
lead, by degrees, to every extreme,

P 3 In
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In their way to the afcendant they endeavour
to gain, and in the midft of interruptions which
oppofite interefts mutually give, liberty may have
4 permanent or a tranfient exittence; and the
conftitution may bear a form and a character as
various as the cafual combination of fuch muli-
plied parts can effect.

To beftow on cemmunities fome degree of po-
litical freedom, it 1s perhaps fufficient, that their
members, cither fingly, or as they are involved
with their feverad orders, fhould infift on their
rights ; that under republics, the citizen fhould
either maintain his own cquality with firmnefs, or
reftrain the ambition of his fellow-crtizen within
moderate bounds; that under monarchy, men of
every rank fhould maintain the honours of their
private or their public ftations; and facrifice nei-
ther to the impofitions of' a court, nor to the
claims of a populace, thofe dignities which are
deftined, in fome meafure independent of for-
tune, to give ftability to the throne, and to pro-
cure a refpet to the fubjedt.

Amrpst the contentions of party, the interefts
of the public, even the maxins of juftice and can-
dgur, are fometimes forgotten ; and yet thofe fasal
confequences which fuch a meafure of corruption
feems to pgrtend, do not unavoidably follow. The
public intereft is often fecure, not bccau[c indiyi-
duals are difpofed to regard it as thc end of theis

condudt,
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condudt, but becaufe each, ia his place, 15 deter-
mined to preferve his own. Liberty is maintainegd
by the continued differences and oppofitions of
numbers, not by their concurring zeal in behalf
of equitable government. In frec ﬁates, therefore,
the wifeft laws are never, perhaps, diftated by the
intereft and fpiric of any order of men: they are
moved, they are oppofed, or amended, by differ-
ent hands, and come at laft to exprefs that me-
dium and compofition whtch contending parties
have forced one another to adopt.

Wuen we confider the hiftory of mankind in
this view, we cannot be at a lofs for the caufes
which, 1 fmall communities, threw the balance on
the fide of democracy, which, i ftates more en-
larged 1n refpe& to terntory and numbers of peo-
ple, gave the alcendant to monarchy ; and which,
in a variety of conditions and of different ages,
enabled mankind to blend and unite the charace
ters of different forms; and, inftead of any of
the fimple conftitutions we have menuoned *, ta
exhibit 2 medley of all.

In emerging from a ftate of rudenefs and fim«
plicity, men muft be expetted to act from that {pi.
rit of equality, or moderate fubaidination, to
which they have been accuftomed. When crowd-
ed together in cites, or within the compafs of a
fmall territory, they act by contagious paffions,

¢ Part Ja Sedt. 10,
P4 and
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and every individual feels a degree of importance
proportioned to his figure in the crawd, and the
fmallnefs of its numbers. The pretenders to
power and dominion appear in too familiar a light
to impofe upon the multitude, and they have np
aids at their call, by which they can bndle the re-
fradtory humours of a people who refift their pre-
tenfions. Thefcus, King of Attica, we are told,
affembled the inhabitants of its twelve cantons
into one city. In this he took an effectual me-
thod to unite into one democracy, what were be-
fore the feparate members of his monarchy, and
to haften the downfall of the regal power.

T e monarch of an extenfive territory has many
advantages in maintaining his ftation. Without
any grievance to his fubjefts, he can fupport the
magnificence of a royul eftate, and dazzle the ima-
gination of his people, by that very wealth which
themfelves have beftowed. He éan employ the
sinhabitants of one diftri¢t againft thofe of another ;
and while the paflions that lead to mutiny and re-
bellion, can at any one time feize only on a part of
his fubjects, he feels himfelf ftrong in the poffef-
fion of a general authofity. Even the diftance at
which he refides from many of thofe who receive
his conimands, augments the myfterious awe and
refpect which are paid to his government.

Witu thefe different tendencies, accident and
gorruption, however, joined to a variety of cir»
cumftances,
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cumftances, may throw particular ftates from their
bias, and produce exceptions to gvery general rule,
This has attually happened in fome of the latter
principalities of Greece, and modern Italy, in
Sweden, Poland, and the German Empire. But
the united (tates of the Netherlands, and the Swifs
cantons, are perhaps, the moft extenfive commu-
nities, which, maintaining the union of nations,
have, for any confidcrable time, refifted the ten-
dency to monarchical government; and Sweden
is the only inftance of a reputlic eftablithed‘in a
great kingdom on the ruins of monarchy.

Tae fovereign of a petty diftrict, or a fingle
city when not fupported, as in modern Europe,
by the contagion of monarchical manners, holds
the fceptre by a precarious tenure, and is.perpe--
tually alarmed by the fpirit of mutiny in his peo-

ple, is guided by jealoufy, and fupports himfelf
by feverity, prevention, and force.

Tue popular and ariftocratical powers in a
great nation, as in the cafe of Germany and Po-
land, may meet with equal difficulty inmaintaining
their pretedfions; and, in order to avoid their dan-~
ger on the fide of kingly ufurpation, are’obliged
to with-hold from the fupreme magiftratc even
the neceflary truft of an executive poyer.

Tur ﬂatcs of Europe, in the manner of their
firft fettlement, laid the foundations of monarchy,

and
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and were prepared to unite under regular and ex-
tenfive governments.  If the Greeks, whofe pro-
grefs at home terminated in the eftablifhment of fo
many independent republics, had under Agamem-
pon effe€ted a conqueft and fertlement 1n Afia, it
is probable, that they might have furnifhed an
example of the fame kind. But the original in-
habitants of any country, formmg many {eparate
cantans, came by flow degrees to that coalition
and union into which conquering tribes, in effe&t-
ing their conquefts, or in fecuring their poflef-
fions, are hurilied at once. Cefar encountered
fomne hundreds of independent nations in Gaul,
whom even their common danger did not {uffi-
ciently unite. The German invaders, who fettled
in the lands of the Romans, made, in the fame
diftné&, a number of feparate cftablithments, but
far more extenflive than what the annient Gauls,
by their conjunctions and treaues, or in the re-
fult of their wars, could, after many ages, have
reached.

Tue feeds of great monarchies, and the roots
of extenfive dominion, were every where planted
with the colonies that divided the Roman empire,
We have no exaét account of the numbers, who,
with a feeming concert, continued, during fome
ages, to invade and to feize this tempting prize,
Where they expelted refiftance, they endeavoured
1o roulter up a proportional force; and when they
propafed to fettle, entire nations removed to fhare

m
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in the fpoil. Scattered over an extenfive province,
where they could not be fecure, without main-
taining their union, they continued to acknowledge
the leader under whom they had fought; and,
like an army fent by divifions into feparate fta-
ticns, were prepared to affemble whenever occafion
thould require their united operations or counfels,

Every feparate party had its peft affigned, and
every f{ubordinate chieftain his pofieffions, from
which he was to provide his own fubfiftence, and
that of his followers.  The model of government
was taken from thit of a military fubordination,
and a fief was the temporary pay of an officer pra~
portioned to his rank *.  There was a clafs of the
people defticed to military fervice, another to la-
bour, and to culuvate lands for the benefit_of their
mafters. The officer improved his tenure by
degrees, firft changing a temporary grant mto a
tenure for his lif¢; and this alfo, upon the ob-
fervance of certain conditions, into a grant in=
cluding his heirs,

Tn: rank of the nobles became hereditary in
every quarter, and formed a powerful and perma-
pent order of men in every ftate. While shey held
the people in fervitude, they cifputed the claims
of their fovereign ; they withdrew their attendance
upon occafion, or turned their arms againft him,

@ See Dr. Robertfon’s Hittory of Scotiand, B. 1. Dalrym,
gie's Hik, of Feudal Tenures.

2 T hcy
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They formed a ftrong and infurmountable barrier
againft a general defpotifm in the ftate ; but they
were themfelves, by means of their warlike retain-
ers, the tyrants of every little diftri&k, and pre-
vented the eftablifhment of order, or any regular
applications of law. They took the advantage of
weak reigns or minorities, to pufh their incroach-
ments on the fovereign; or having made the mo-
narchy ele@ive, they, by fucceflive treaties and
ftipulations, at every eletion, limited or under-
mined the monarchical power. The prerogatives
of the prince have been, in fome inflances, as in
that of the German empire in particular, reduced
to a mere title; and the national union itfelf pre-
ferved in the obfervance only of a few infignifi-
cant formalities,

‘WaEeRe the conteft of the fovereign, and of his
vaflals, under hereditary and ample prerogatives
annpexed ro the crown, had a different iffue, the
feudal lordfhips were gradually ftript of their
powers, the nobles were reduced to the ftate of
fubjects, and obliged to hold their honours, and
exercife their jurifdictions, in a dependence on the
prince. Tt was his fuppofed intereft to reduce
them to a ftate of equal fubjettion with the peo-
ple, and to extend his own authority, by refcuing
the labourer and the dependent from the oppref-
fions of their immediate fuperiors.

I this project the princes of Europe have vari-
oufly fucceeded. While they proteGied the people,
and
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and thereby encouraged the pradtice of commer-
cial and lucrative arts, they paved the way for
defpotifm in the ftate; and with the fame policy by
which they relieved the {ubject from many oppref-
fions, they increafed the powers of the crown.

BuTt where the people had, by the conftitution,
a reprefentative in the government, and a head,
under which they could avail themfelves of the
wealth they acquired, and of the fenfe of their per-
fonal importance, this policy turaed againft the
crown; 1t formed a new power to reftrain the
prerogative, to eftablifh the government of law,
and to exhibit a fpectacle new in the hiftory of
mankind ; monarchy mixed with republic, and
extenfive territory governed, during fome ages,
without military force.

Sucu were the fteps by which the nations of
Europe have arrived at their prefent eftablithe
ments : in fome inftances, they have come to the
pofleflion of legal conftitutions; in others, to the
exercife of a mitigated defpotifm ; or they con-
tinue to ftruggle with the tendency which they
feverally have to thefe different extremes.

« THE progrefs of empire, in the early ages of
Europe, threatened to be rapid, and to bury the
independent fpirit of nations in a grave like that
which the Ottoman conquerors found for them-
felves, and for the wretched race #hey had vasi-

quifhed.
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quithed, The Romans had by fow degredy
extended their empire; they had made every new
atquifition in the refult of a tedious war, and had
been ‘obliged to plant colonies, and to employ a
variety of meafures, to fecure every new poffef
fian. But the feudal fuperior being animated,
from ‘the moment he gained an eftablifhment,
with a defire of extending his terrbtory, and of
enlarging the lift of his - affals, procured, by
merely beftowing inveltiture, the annexation of
nmew provinces, and became the mafler of ftates,
before independent, without making any mate-
rial innovation 1n the form of their policy.

SeparAaTE principalities were, like the parts of
an engine, ready to be joined, and, like the
wrought matenials of a building, ready to be
ere@ted. They were in the refult of their ftruggles
P -+ together, or taken afunder with facility.
The independence of weak ftates was preferved
only by the mutual jealoufies of the ftrong, or by
the general attention of all to maintain a balance
of power.

‘Tre happy fyftem of policy on which European
flates have proceeded in preferving this balance
Q;Aquegrcc of mtoderation which is, in adjufting
wc‘lt Ntrc%ies, bgcprp; habitual even to vi€torious
sadl powerful moparchies, does honour to man-
ﬁggd, and may, g'vc hopes of a lalting felicity, to
be derived fpom a prepofieffion, never, perhaps,

equally,
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Wqually"frong in any! former period, or antong
|any number of namms, that the firg conquering
people will ruin thernfelves, us well as their rivals.

IT is in fuch ftates, perhaps, as in a fabric of
a large dimenfion, that we can perceive moftgdif-
tin&tly the feveral parts of which a political body
confifts; and .obferve that concurrence or oppo-
fition of interefts, which ferve to unite or to
feparate different orders of men, and lead them,
by maintaiping their feveral claims, to eftablith
a variety of political forms. The fmalleft repub-
lics, however, confift of parts fimilar to thefe,
and of members who are actuated by a fimilar
fpirit. They furnith examples of government di-
verfified by the cafual combinations of parties,
and by the different advantages with which thofe
parties engage in the conflilt,

In every fociety there is a cafual fubordination,
independent of 1ts formal eftablifhment, and fre-
quently adverfe to its conflituion. While the
adminiftration and the people fpeak the language
of a particular form, and feem ro adnut no pre-
tenfions to power, without a legal noaunation
in one inftance, or without the advantage of here-
ditary honours in another, this cafual fubordina-
tion, poffibly arfing from the diftribution of
property, or from foine other circumftance that
beftows unequal degrees of influence, gives the
£ate dts tone, and fixesgits charadler,

Taz
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Taz plebeian order at Rome having been long§
confidered as ,of anwinferior condition, and ex-
cluded from the higher offices of magiftracy, had
fufficient force, as a body, to get this nvidious
diftinttion removed; but the individual fhill atting
uggder the impreflions of a fubordinate rank, gave
in every competition his fuffrage to a patrician,
whofe protection he had experienced, and whofe
perfonal authority he felt. By this means, the
alcendency of the patrician familiest was, for a
certain period, as regular as it could be made by
the avowed maxims of artftocracy ; but the higher
offices of ftate being gradually thared by plebeians,
the effeéts of former diftin&tions were prevented
or weakened. The laws that were made to adjuft
the pretenfions of different orders were eafily
eluded. The populace became a faltion, and
their alhance was the fureft road to dominion.
Clodius, by a pretended adoption 1nto a plebeian
family, was quahified to become tribune of the
people; and Czfar, by efpoufing the caufe of this
£a&tion, made his way to ufurpation and tyranny.

In fuch flceting and tranfient fcenes, forms
of governmeng are only modes of proceeding,
in which fucceffive ages differ from one an-
other. Falion is ever ready to {cize all occa-
fional advantages ; and mankind, when in hazard
from any party, feldom find a better proteQion
than that of its rival.  Cato united with Pompeyp
in oppofition to Cacf'ar, and guarded againft no-

thing.
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thing fo much as that reconciligtion of parties,
whichwas in effeft tobe a co‘bination of different
leaders againft the freedom of the republic. This
illuftrious perfonage ftood diftinguithed in his age
like 2 man arhong children, and was raifed above
his opponents, as much by the juftnefs of his
underftanding, and the extent of his penetration,
as he was by the manly fortitude and difinterefted-
nefs with which he firove to baffie the defigns of
a vain and ehildith ambition, that was operating
to the ruin of mankind.

Artnovon free conftitutions of government
feldom or never take their rife from the {cheme of
any fingle proje€tor, yet are they often preferved
by the vigilance, aivity, and zeal of fingle men.
Happy are they who underftand and who chufe
this obje& of care; and happy it is for mankind
when it is not chofen too late. It has been re.
ferved to fignalize the lives of a Cato or a Brutus,
on the eve of fatal revolutions; to fofter in fecreg
the indignation of Thrafea and Helvidius; and
to occupy the refleCtions of fpeculative men in
times of corruption. But even in fuch late and
ineffe&tual examples, it was happy to know, and
to value, an objet which is fo important tc man-
kind, The purfuit, and the love of it, however
unfuccefsful, has thrown its principal luftre on
human nature,

Q. SECT.
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SEC#STION Il

Of National Objelts in general, and of Effablifbments
and Manners relatsng to them.

HILE the mode of fubordination is cafual,
and forms of government take their rife,
chiefly from the manner 1n which the members of
a ftate have been otiginally claffed,»and from a
vattety of circumftances that procure to particular
orders of men a {way in their country, there are
certain objects that claim the attention of every
government, that lead the apprehenfions and the
reafonings of mankind in every {ociety. and that
not only furnifh an employment to ftatefmen, but
in fome mealuic direét the community to thofe
infututions, under the authority of which the
magiftrate holds his power. Such are the na-
tional defence, the dutribution of juftice, the
prefervation and internal profpenity of the ftate.
If thefe objects be negleéted, we muft apprehend
thar the very fcene in which parties contend for
power, ful privilege, or equality, muft difappear,
and fociety itfelf no longer exift.

Tue confideration due to thefe objeéts will be
pleaded in every public affembly, and will pro-
duce, in every political conteft, appeals to that
common fenfe and opinion of mankind, which,
ftruggling with the privase views of individuals,

and
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and the claims of party, may be confidered as
the great legiflator of nations.

Tuze meafures required for the attainment of
moft national objelts are connetted together, and
mutit be jointly purfued ; they are often the fame.
The force which is prepared for defence agamnit
foreign enemies, may be likewifc employed to
keep the peace at home: The laws made to fe-
cure the rights and liberties of the people, may
ferve as encouragements to population and coma-
merce: And every community, without confi-
dering how 1ts objects may be clafled or diftin-
guithed by fpeculative men, 1s, in every inftance,
obliged to affume or to retain that form which 1s
beft fitted to preferve its advantages, or to avert
its nusfortunes.

Narrons, however, hke private men, have
their favourite ends, and their principal purfuits,
which diver(ify their manners, as well as their
eftablithments. They cven attain to the fame
ends by different means; and, ke men who
make their fortune by different profeflions, retain
the habats of their principal caling 1n every con-
dition at which they arnive. The Romans be-
came wealthy in purfuing their conquefts ; and
probably, for a certain period, increafed the num-
bers of mankind, while their dipofition to war
feemed to threaten the earth with defolation.
Some modern nations proceed to dominion and

Q.2 enlarge-
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enlargement orn the maxims of commerce; and
while they only intend to accumulate riches at
home, continue to- gain an imperial afcendans
abroad.

Tue characters of the warlike and the commer-
cial are varioufly combined: They are formed in
different degrees by the influence of circumftances,
that more or lefs frequently give rife to war, and
excite the defire of conqueft; of circumftances,
that leave a people in quiet to hmprove their do-
meitic refources, or to purchafe, by the fruits of
their induftry, from foreigners, what their own
foil and their climate deny.

THE members of every community are more or
lefs occupxcd with martters of ftate, in proportion
as their conftitution admits them to fhare in the
government, and fummons up their attention to
objelts of a public nature. A people are culti-
vated or ummproved in their talents, in propor-
tion as thofe talents are employed in the pratice
of arts, and in the aflairs of fociety: They are
improved or corrupted in their manners, in pro-
portion as they are encouraged and directed to act
on the.maxims of freedom and jultice, oras they
are degraded into a ftate of meannefs and fervi-
tude. But whatever advantages are obtained, or
whatever evils are avoided, by nations, in any of
thefe important refpefls, are generally confidered
as mere occafional incidents :. They are feldom

admitted.
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admitted among the objeéts of policy, or entered
among the reafons of ftate,

‘We hazard being treated with ridicule, whep
we require political eftablilhments, merely to
cultivate the talents of men, and rto infpire the
fentiments of a liberal mind: We mult offer
fome motive of intereft, or fome hopes of exter-
nal advantage, to anumnate the purfuits, or to di-
rect the meafures, of ordinary men. They would
be brave, ingenious, and eloquent, only from
neceflity, or for the fuke of profit: They mag-
nify the ufes of wealth, populatuon, and the other
refources of war; but often forget that thefe are
of no conlequence without the diretion of able
capacities, and without the fupports of a national
vigour. We may expe&, therefore, to find
among ftates the bias to a particular policy taken
from the regards to public fafety; from the de-
fire of fecuring perfonal freedom or private pro-
perty ; feldom from the confideration of moral
<flects, or from a view to the real improvemeng
of mankind,

Q3 SEC
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SECTION IV,
Of Population and Wealth.

HEN we imagine what the Romans muft
have felt when the tidings came that the
flower of their ciry had perifhed at Cannz; when
we think of what the oraror had in his mind when
he faid, ¢ Thart the youth among the people was
¢ Like the fpring among the feafons;” when we
hear of the joy with which the hunt{inan and the
warrior 1s adopted, 1n America, to fuftain the ho-
nours of the family and the nation; we are made
to feel the moft powerful mouves to regard the
increafe and prefervation of our fellow-cruizens.
Intereft, affetion, and views of policy, combine
to recommend this objet; and it is treated with
entire neglett only by the tyrant who miftakes his
own advantage, by the ftatefman who trifles with
the charge committed to his care, or by the people
who are become corrupted, and who confider their
fellow-fubjcéts as rivals in intereft, and competi-
Yors in their lucrauve purfuits.

Amoneg rude focieties, and among finall com-
muniues’in general, who are engaged in frequent
ftruggles and difficulties, the prefervation and in-
creafe of their members is a moft important object.
The American rates his defeat from the numbers
of men he has loft, or he eftimates his vi¢tory from
the prifoners he has made; not from his having

remained



