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tained it by courage and expJoit. We 

efiahli1hed over tbe Aflatics an afcen

deney founded on fuperior energy and 

fkiU in every mental and bodily exer

tion~ 

Whether it be for the inter~fl of England, 

every circumftanee cnnlidcrcd, to retain 

her Indian polfelIions, is a queftion too 

intricate and important for me to determine; 

but it appears an irrefragable truth, 

that if We are to exifi. at aU in India, 

it muft be in the charaCter of a great, 

warlike and territ ori,J.! power-a power 

at all times able to exalt our allies, and 

to deprers our enemies. We may farther 

venture to arrert, that if any other fyftem be 

adopted, it will in fad prove an abfolute 

run:ender of that country. 

The meane by which it is yet concei'Yed 

praatcabte to refut"m our civil and military 

dboblilhments having been exprclfed at large 

in my annexed correfpond<i>ce with the 
Board, 
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Board, it is unnecerrary to enumerate them 

at prefent: one thing however is indifputa .. 

Me, that if Government hope to preferve a 
lhred of their Indian empi.re, not a moment 

muft be loft in correCting the alarming out

rages under which it labours i-in removing 

thofe caufes of dilfention that threaten its 

exiftence i-in reforming thofe abures, civil 

and military, by which its firength has been 

wafted,and its power decayed; and in bring

ing every man, me.afure, and refource, of 
thofe diftratied fettlementa, into one decided 

point of obedience, co-operation, and dfeCl. 

Could we flatter ourfelves, that there is 

yet vigour, union, and integrity enough 

in the nation, to atchieve fuch a re-efta

blifhment, it would not be chimerical to 

indulge the mof\: exalted expetlation •. -
The intrinfic value of thofe poff'effionl 
would then be fuUy known to us. We 
lhould then recognifi: the ineflimable be

riehts, of which an equitable and' united: 
Government cou1d render them procitJc.-

F 4 tive 
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tiYe beyond all aggregate refources in the 

DridJh empire. The countries fubjeCl to our 

irlAuence under any adminifiration that did 

not openly cherUh difcord, and exult in mal

,'enation, would yield an annual revenue 

of 10,000,000/. nerling, and would increafe 

in value with every fubfequent improve

ment. The manufactures of thofe countries, 

If at all encouraged, would afford employ

ment for the whole commercial ftock of . 
:England. The fhipping'" engaged in thac 

trade would fwell into a formidable arma-

..... t prdent rht' IndIa (h ip. Ite mere nadiag velTeJ.. 
wirhout (orce, d,rc'pll ne, or dtfence; and in lilne Il(war 
I TC in danger Ilfblhng a prey tOefery well. armed ptiYllecr. 

But the. Ilightcft obfen.tioo inuit. {utitR, that tbc,ougllt 

10 be III c:onItrul\(d on the principle of Iwo-dcckc". It Ihc 

D 'IK" ladilthip' an. lnd. Improving 011 that Inodel, Ihat 
they fho.ld be .11:11 'Tlned, (omplelcly 1'JI."n~ lod (lib.. 

jed 10 aivil 06ctn unJer the areid e< o( war. la (hI enD" 

""beGever Ibey laad their WI.!' eomplelllelliland inflrullioa. 
on t..rd. tb~'WO.ld fQrm .lIttl r~ptriOtto.,.y probable 

arue.k, {( it lbo.leI t'Vcr be j .. drcl &lIpeGieat to Mil. 
lbipt 01 fcwee io IJldl,. a whole n.",lIIi,ht be COIlar.&4 

at ~J. a"Q at other place. 00 the Mala"" coal. 
_bcq, T_ ti.bu ~ •. 

£lent 
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ment for the national defence. The r&o 

fourees or finance of thofe cftablilhment:t., 

where 1000/. can hardly be raifed at this 

moment, might be fixed on fa {ecure a 

bafts as to fuppart a pile of public credit, 

more wonderful than that of London or 

of Amftcnlam, and enriched by a drrula

tion more exrenfive than the whole ex" 

change of Europe. 

To crown the {nics j werc it pomble 

for us ever to be confifiem, ever to be 

upright, ever to be truned, or ever to be 
truft-worthy in the EaR j I may venture 

to affert, that the. idea fuggellcd in my 

annexed letter to the Board, of granting 

permanent fupport to the Gcntoo intereft; 

throughout the Peninfula, in oppofition to 

their invaders and opprdfors, would unal· 

terahIr attach the great IDafs of the inha

bitants to our cau(e, and leaving their 

native Rajahs in the full interior direaio.c 

of their diftriCls, would afford UI a volun .. 

lOry 
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tary contribution more than fuflidcnt to 

defray the whole ordinary and contingent 
c::harges of our Indian cfiablifhmcnts. 

An efficient re .. efpoufal of the eaufe and 
uuerefts of the great Mogul, and of the 

MulTulmen who predominate north of the 

Peninfula, is by no means incompatible 

with that fyft:em, and in the prefent flate 

of the northern countries, would render 

UI the immediate Paramounts of Indoftan. 

Thus, ruy Lord, I have prefumed to Jay 
before you a fort of Mofaie tablet of our 

pall: proceedings and prefent fiate in India. 

The component parts aTC not fitted and 
difpored with the {kill and ingenuity of 

• profefi'ed .rrift; they are only paffing 

1ketches, whofe utmoft effeCt will be pro

duced, if they exhibit to your nice difcern~ 

ment, any juftncfs of perfped:ive or accu

racy of delineation. In tbe whole coune 

or my obfervations I have endeavoured to 

reptefent men and things in their true pro-

2 portions, 
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portions, and to place them in their relative 
politions. Having freely exprelfed my fen ... 

timents on points of fuch importance to 

the Britifh Empire, I !bould not take the li

berty of fubmitting them to your LordOlip's 

infpeCtion, were I not perfuaded that they 

convey a faithful portraiture of the fubjeQ: 

in its real aepea; and that they tend to 

confute the fallacies of fame former pro ... 

duCtions, which feern pencilled by a 

biaJTed hand, to millead the national judg

ment, and deceive the public eye. 

With every fentiment of attachment and 

refped, I have the honour to be, '&c. 



LET T E R II.-

To Lord MACARTNEY and tht SEL!CT 

COMMITTEE of ForI St. GrOJ.GE. 

MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN. 

BEFORE I embark for Europe, allow 
me to exprcfs my be~ acknowledge

ments for the approbation with which you 
ha.ve difiinguilhed me, Lince I have had 

the 

• Thi. Letter was brgllll i1l India. aad it wu 1D1N 
to ban delivered it u • (Ort of ~_III ,.",;. to the &c.IocI 
of Madra •• before Ulydepart'llre frolJl thlt Willi"'. Ha.iaJ' 
befta prnelloted howey« by uu,oidable boi •• ,. aM 
fnvc iIlDcU, (,0,111 Millin, my illteatioa. I left I 0lIr1 
of it It tile Cape of. Good Hope, to be {mwarded rn. 
Ulaace &0 Pon St. George; bin tbauoP11aait aot JWIICW . ...... 
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the honour to comm:md the troops and 

g:lrrifor.s fouth of the ColcrooH.-Pcrmit 

mt: falthcr to obtrude on your Lordlhip 

and the Board, a brief rCl.llion of my 

proceedings in the command of the [authern 

forces, and of other incidcllH. material to 

the: welfare of your fauthern territorie!t. 

Independently of an impulfc f O !lolte the 

particulars of my condut't while entrufted 

with a public charge, I cannot think of leav

ing India, without prefcllling to YOll in 

one view the merits of the fouthern army 

the difficulties under which it laboured, 

and the fervices it has performed.-I flat-

)h&u .. ben Lord Macartney r.iled froID dleoee. Sinee 
thll bIDe I h .. c made many :lIterati,, !! , and additions, fllil 
pur."ing ,be form of addrer, in whieh tbe Letter w •• 

triai • .u, ... ittf;lI. 'fbi. cimlmftaate h .. belflyed •• 
illl. (u-ual rioi.riocu of oRielal proprie'1. in explaining 
to me Board UriCUI intidellU .Dd local parlin!an, WHit 

"",aid! they 'Nne pre .. ioYfly U'qWDtcd I blH withOll't a de. 
"'ilol '"' ,wue. ,be WOtIc. (ould bardJ,l1a .. c heeD rcn. 
~ _tUliaibie lD u.. anua1it, or P.uJQPua ruden. 
la ,.".... tor. •• fDP1 .. beea (AI 10 lbe COiIrt of 

Dinlloo. tJM,c " "'Y "' fDrwutkd to fort SI. ~. 
i., ....... tit oo~ OD lM rcc:onIt of o.a' pntade.e,. 

ler 
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ter myfdf alfo, that the circumflaJlcel 1ft 

which I aaed, enable me to form an unbi .. 

a(fed fl:,ltcmcnt of lc[ources as they exiIl: ill 
thofc fouthern countries, of embarraiTmcDte 

as they have been. felt, and of ttanfac

tions as they ~ave been conducted; afford

ing at the fame time, well-grounded hopes, 

that, by fpeedy meafures of reform, what 

is bcnefil.ial may be improved, and what 

is amifs may be correett:d '\i-. 

To introduce more diflincUy the narrative 

of military proceedings that occurred during 

my command t, it may be necefTary to foli~ 

cil your attention to a detail of the miefor-

• The eKorts made by Lord Macartney" £OftnllDnt 

to rcftore the r.fe!y of the SOlltbcrn COllolrict . .. .,.e ..... 

pIal >' and {LicceC,fdl; blJllht: cOllfu{~tI In which th, •• 
and o!hrl Clrcumliancci had inolved tboC. lerritofiCi. 
rendered it IIDprad1ClIobJe 10 cafTy into jm.Miau CJ&C!IC1Ioo 

liDO a COl¥lpieu and general (vftem of reform_ 

t J proceeded !o the SotIdl"ard in Oliobet' 1711:. t. * 
C'oUllJlud of Ihe K ing" troo" OR that lla(ioa I lad hi M.,. 
Ji'IIJ 'lUI appointed to focued Col4MJ Lt.-, .... 
guaaJ CDJIIa1&JI.d of the fozu. Coad~ 01 tke ri.., Co. 
leroo •• 
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tUIlC" which prcviouny to yqur Prefident's 

arrival in India had almoft entirely exhaufied 

the refourct's and ruined the inhabitants of 

every difiriCl: fonth of the Coleroon.-Your 

poffcffions in that quarter are of fufficiem 

magnitude and value to call forth the moll: 

vigorous endc3,Yours fUi their proteaion; 

but fuch was their condition when you aJ:' 

fumed the government, that, without your 

opportune attentions, they muIl: inevitably 

h.1ve been fevered from the Engli[h do:ni

nlOns. 

Thafe territories, in my opinion, had not 

obtained their due £hare of efiimation 

under any former Government: divided 

into varioul!o dill:riCls, hdd by different 

t~nures, and occupied ,by tribes at variance 

with each other, many parts of them 

remained uncultivated, and .almofi: uncx

Plo~'; 'Nor was it, pra~cable for the 
mod IIIlighl..<.l "f y_ renanll, to furm 

a jut!' appret.iation of tlie " 1ien,lIts !hey 
afFord, 
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afrord, unt~l, by the alJignrnent 01 the Nabob 

of Areat's' revenues to the Company, you. 
were inveA:ed with the intern~l manage ... 

meht of there countries *. 

From the river Cateroon, their northern 

boundary, which divides them frOIn the 

NabobJ'hip of Areat, to Cape Comarin, 

the fuuthcTn extremity of the Peninrula, 

is not lefs than 300 miles; and from the 

fea which forms their limits on the eaft, 

to the countries of Caroar and Dindigul, 

belonging to TippoD Sultaun, and the Ra ... 

jahlhip of Travancore, upon the well, i, 
on an average *at leaft 150 miles. Imme

morial mifmanagement, and late dif.tfter, 

have hitherto rendered thore countries un ... 

produtlivC'; but u.nder a fyftcm in any 

• The 111 .. It~Dl •• t (OlIc ... 4 i1I ~, ced of th.,.., 
11S" b" ... "a M.hluntd AliT and Lord U~c.rtlt'l" 
lovc,nJIIUt. rrniollA,. CO d .. t aU1IQ,ClkD1, !b. Co .. • 
panJ" icr'""",,, aoe at ..... to "'tat ... I. 1M unko
J'W ...un q{ Il. Halle •• 

G degre. 
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degree permanent, and founded on the 

equitable principles that have hitherto 

directed the cond uCt: of your Lordlhip and 

the Board. they would undoubtedly yield 

an annual revenue of I ,000,000 t. fterling. 

Of lllo[c l~rritorics, the Rajahlllip of 

Tanjore is the man fenile .. j-it is watered 

by a multiplicity of ftream~, which by means 

of embankments and refervoirs, are divettt.:u 

into every field i-it annually affords two 

or three luxuriant crop;; of rice j-the forefts 

abound wilh valuable trces ;-the coun

lry i ... ovcrftockcd with fheep and cattle j

and formerly teemed with .an indullrious 

race, who were expert in agriculture, and 

habituated to manufacture ;-whiJe {ueh 

arc the natural benefits it enjoys, that no 

fpot upon the globe is fuperler in produc
tIons for the ufe of man • 

• The fllllhiina geolTaphical Ie.ub, _!.Kb. Iuft 
hN1l i.fUted '.ce !he Lent''' ..... origiatlly writ ••• , 
.... 01114 !.lYe beeu (vptrdIJo ..... r ~0ItJ, _me lIoaN. 

You 
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You are wen aPPrized, howeTer, that 
from the eflabliihment of the reigning 

family of the Maratta race in 1765- to 

the prefent period, there has been ruch • 
progreffive diminution of cultivation, that 

the annual produce of late YCln is lef, by 

fifty per cent. than it was a century ago.

As Europeans never interfered in rAe rna .. 

nagement of that country, and as it has 

been feldom ravaged or invaded, jts decline 

rolla be attributed to the malverfation 

of its Marana or Gentoo adminiftration: 

but even in its impo.,erlfhed fiaret, it 
ufed to produce, before the late war, about 

reventy-five lack.s of cullums of rice, worth 

about eleven lack!! of pagodas, or 440,000/. 
fterUng :-of this, 160,000/. '\ViS paid a. 
tribute for your protetlion, agreeably to 

the ftipulation of '776, lifter the laft c..gt 
• The COIIDtry of Tlnjore eolltaintd 5753 ' 1O\W!I, al\d 

-nU.Jt, at the dme .. bu the Maraua ,onrnma.Dt wu 
clbbltllrd. ' 

t S« 1\e .... Ill btt.dlett of Tujore pro~bce. 1a lM 
ApptDdix. 

G. 
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of Tanjnre, when the Rajah became a 0"1-

butary of the Company.-The difficulties 
that oc.curred in reducing that capital, the 

firength of the worlc.s, and obfiinacy of 

the defenders, evince its importance in a 

military view -: -neither do the inferior 

forts, and the riven, rice lido. and embank

ments that interfetl: the country, afford lefs 

eminent advantages io. the moment of 

invafion. 

The fiate of Tritchinopoly, extending 

from the weflern limits of TanJore along 

the Coleroon, which divides it from the 

Carnatic on the north, till it reaches Tip

poo's dominions on the weft, near Caroor 

and Dindigul, including a range of fifty 
miles by fony, is circumfcribed on the 

{outh by . the country of Tondiman, and 

by the woods of Nattam inhabited by Col-

• TanjOlC ... (.ppored (0 coatairt 100,000 iIIltabitaDU 
pte,;..Dy to the tkJl:ruCtioll (Aa, followed HycUr". it; 
roptioa. 

leri"-
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Jeries.-Thotlgh lefs valuable than the coun. 

try of Tanjore, the vicinity of the Cole
roon ftm renders it extremely produaive 

of rice. Under the Nabob Mahomed Ally'o 

management, the expencC'!\ of col1eO:.ion 

abforbed the greater part of the rev_cnue 

arifing from this rerritory, which is at pre

fent lot to a renter under the affignmen,t of 

the Nabob's revenues to the Company· for 

about ten lacKs of rupe6s, or 100,000/. 

In prorperous times, however, it po~cffe8 

the meiW; of extended cultivation, and con

fequent increafe of revenue. The fize and 

fituation of the city, the abundance of fu~ 

fiftence in tlu: difiriCt, and the long relidc:nce 

of the Nabob Mahomcd Any's recond fon 

the Amecr UI Omrah at that place, ha\'e 

rendered it the favourite ell:ablilhmentt of 

the MulTulmen to the foulhward of the 

Coleroon~ The two great Pagodas of ]um .. 
bakiA:na and Seringham, on the adja~:cnt 

ll1a.nd of SeJ:ingham, command' lhe ven~~ra
tion of Gentoos; white every (pot on that 

G 3 in,nd 
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Wand on the oppo"te or northern fide of the 

Coieroon, about Semiaveram and Volkon ... 

dab, a. wen as on the plains of Trirchino

poly,are recorded fur the bloody conteLl. of 

ChundaSaheb, AnNe, Clive, and Lawrence, 

and mark with daffieal reverence the fcene 

of thofe atchievementa. But above all, it 

becomes important in a political and mili .. 

tary view, as the nrongeA: and moft ad ... 

?anced garrifon upon your frontiers towards 

the territories of Myforc, and the beft po

fition f(lr cantoning your army, in order to 

menace that power ., 

The country of the Colleries, including 
the territoiiea of Tondiman, Mellore, aDd 

Natum, txtends from ule fea-coan to the 

.confines of Madura in a range of fixty 

mUe.by flxty-fivet. With the exception of 

fome 

• _ See _,. Letttt co die loud. 4at.d rH a6d1: cl April 

1"4' . 
t Tod .... h Ief •• ecoki .... tcd diu lI.i. 1teirll_rs. .... 'U at aU .1 P"'- Ward( tM ad faithf.J .d. -.. 
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fom~ [potS which have ac;cidentally be~D 

cultivated, it is overgrown with thicket&, 
and inhabited by ",vag<: trib.,.. Before ,hu 

country can. be rendered valuable, the 

woods mull be cleared, the ftrong holdl 

occupied, and the Colleries compelled to 

relinquilh their predatory habits: for, in 
its prefent condition, fenile traas arc loft 

to cultivation, and the wild inhabitants., 

amounting to 30 or 40,000 men in arma 

under different Chiefs, are ever ready to 

increafe the public danger in tbe momenta 

of holliHty. 

The territory of Sbe\'igunga, or the Lit

tle Marawa, ftretches from the fca-coaR. 

on the cail, to the difirias of Mellort and 

Madura on the wea, and from the country 

of Tondiman and the Nattam Cellerie! 

I.e,. .. , of the Nabob Ilid of Ihe ComplUly. The (,lIher of 
the pre:(ent Chief, by hi, IirrllQcfJ alld atucbmtnt. in the 
d.Y' of GeGeral LI .. rea~. fllll'Plieil tile (0'" Ie TrUdti
lIopoJy wic ... F"YIUoP., It I time whc.a tJlw c: .. fe {H ..... 
__ fperale. A.ul lhe. N.bob~ Cealible of UlC oblis:alioll. 
C'Ycru"""uch exempted hila frolll uiblllC, • 

G4 ~POll 
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upon the north, to the territories of the 

Great Marawa, on,. the {curb; CODtaining 

about fifty miles jn. length and forty 

in breadth. The foil in general is un ... 

friendly to the growth -of corn, though not 

quite deftilute of running firums. or ani .. 
fici .. l rcfuvoin j but the country is ove(
grown with thorns and bullies. The 

wooda of Calicoil extend nearly forty 

miles in circumference. They are Ce .. 
cured with barriers. and other defences 

around the fort of Calicoil, which is fituated 

in the centre of the thickets, and conlidcre<l 

as a refuge from exaction or invafion. 

Thefe woods, and the furrounding country. 

alxmnd with 1heep and cattle:-th.e inha .. 

bitant, are numerous, anei un bring 

1 a,OOO fighting mcn into thc field1 armed 

with (words, pikea, {P...... and firelocks. 

Though. I.e. 'bai1>arou. than tbe Collerk, 

thoirlDelghboan, ,}'et ani tnlHndufl.,-ha' ... 
made Iitde progrefa among them. The 

country 
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country 'II capable 6f great i"'J>rO'"-'> 
bUI al preCeot hardly yield. more I~.'~ 

lacks of rupe"" '" the Rajah, who pa". 
onc lack and 75,000 rupees to the Nabob 

of A~ot *, The Rajah IS of the Tafti'! 

family, and a' defcendant of the ·(overeigns 
of the Great Marawa, from which Sltt.i

gunga was ftparated at novety diftaht periodj 

At the reduClion of this territory in 1773 
by G eneral J ofeph Smith, the Rajah hning 

been killed, hi.s widow, then With child,' 

and fome of the leadi n~ peopl' <If the' 
country, .efcaped into the Myfore domi

nions, Ilnd th~re lind under the l'romllioD. 

of Hydtlr AU y, until the commencement 

of the late wall. During that period, the 

country was managed by a renter i and, I,,' 
quiet time!!, the people acknowledged tbemJ 

fel ... '" be tributaries afde Nabob Mab.,. 
med. AUy. B.t , ... hile , 'heir wood ... cr 
barrio .. ,uo fuffered t<> """a" .tbcir ~ 

• JduoD.cd Ally. 
featon 
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feo!tIon ""'1 be d ... ded on the firft profpell 

"r thdr ptofitlll~ by difturbance. 

TIu: G1ut Mara .. ., or Rajah of Ram

ud. OQCoples a covntry fifty mil~ iu 

loagth, and thirty in breadth, extending 

from the boundaries of Shevigunga and 
Mellore upon the north, to the fea upon 

the ca.ft aDd fouth, and to the confines of 
TiniveUy 00 the weft-Nature has heeLl 

little more propitious to this principality, 

than to that of Shevigunga; yet arts and 

induftry b~ve made fuperior progrefs.

The country is well peopled, th~ inhabit .. 

ants are civilifed, and the villages full of 

weavers, who manufaClure tho cottons pr~ 

~tlCod by the lHljlten! land.. The tity of 

JbmnlHl, .. b .... "'" Rajah ufuaUy ,.fides, 
10 I.., aDd refpotbbly footifi.d. The 

"-oift is ft:inod with I tnek of <>pen 
..,wIllY, thoe ·ihoIt ... immmenblc herd. 
of cattle: Th. -.nn .. are equal to five 

• 
Iac:b ol rnpeea a year, and the tribute to 

the 
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the N~bob i. one lack and 7$,<>00 ~ 
The redu/.l;ion of the oountry in th .,... 
• 773 by General JoCeph Smith, and a gam. 
fon of the Nabob', troop" CO«llIamI, Ita
tioged in the capital, hue depmed dB 
native prince even of perfonal freed.,.. 
Still however he is venerated hy G~ 

on account of his high defcent, and ... the 

guardian of the facrec.l waters and Pagoda 

of Ramiferum. 

I come now to the fiate of ~d1U'at 
bounded by Mellore on the cafl, by tbe 
Nattam Colleries on tbe north, by the 
country of Dindigul, belonging to Hyder. 

on the weft, and by Tinivelly on the Couth. 
Its territory is not more than forty. five milII 
in length and thirty-five in breadth, and ill 
anoua) rcvenue is diminUhed to 34,000.L 
When tbe Gentoo ll.ajab T rimol ........ 
reigned there in the Jail «otury, bU terri'
tori.. ~cd 01'er /Dally p"rta >Of the 

fouthem ..,UDtri... Hi. trafur.. were 
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-grear, and the monuments of magniAcence 
left by him, which are hardly furpaffed in 

any 'age or country, frill remain a mdan~ 

choir contraft with prefent poyerty and de .. 

populanon. The gallant rclifbnce made by 

Mahomed Hfoof, when he difclaimed al~ 

legiancc to tbe Nabob Mahomed Ally, is a. 

fufficient proof that when the works are in 

repair. thia place may be defended againft 

the mof\: powerful Indian f'nemy; while its 

'Yicinity to the country of Dindigul , helong

in! to Tiproe Sultaun, renders it a pefiticn 

of capital importance in the event of any 

future operations againn that power. 

The faa but not the leaft eonflderable 

of ,ODf fouthern territories is Tinivelly, 
.. bid> ... divided by • ridge of inaeeeffible 

aovAtaiIw .oD the north from me wild val. 
k7t of.W au.p ",d·OutumpoUam belonging 

... '{ipPt'l SWta\llllo. kftrc:1<:ha to tbe con-, . 

1i1l'J,ef ~ .... as>q Il\ .... d on the north

f'-ItI!'IIIl ~ ~ea ·W. Jl>e. r.. upon. the 
9 fouth, 
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fouth, and horners on the w~ wjth ... th~ 

Rajahfhip of Travancorc, both t~inatiRi 

near Cape Comorin. Its furrace is gCDf:rally, 
flat from the fe.l coaft, till it approachQl 

the mountains on its northern bouud.uy~ 

Nature has been peculiarly bO\,lmiful to 

this province:-The river. by which it ia 
intcrfelled, enCure luxuriant crops of rier. 

and the driefi: parts. yield cotton in abun

dance. The produLtions that enrich the 

neighbouring ifland ofeeylon would Bouriih 

here, and might render us the rivals of the 

Dutch in the cinnamon trade: but the 
particular tenure under which Tinivelly 

has been held, the convulCions it baa 

endured from the firft intrufiona of the 

IVJu(fulmen in the courfe of this century, 

and the depravity of it. rutel'8, have 

counteraaed the benefits of nature. Evea 

when a native Rajah govenlcd tbi, P"O'" 

vince, the 8at and opea country oru, 
was redGCed t and ,tas Ie(' for · fpecih 
fums to 'great renCfXt who were iD~ 

with 
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with ddporic powers, and baralt"ed the 

peacdul fubjed; while 'fariOUfI leaders, 
poffeffing conftderable territory, maintained 

.armed force, and withheld their ftj pulated 

tribute on tile fi.rft appearance of difl:urb

ante. nere chiefs, who at p~fent amount 

in number {O thirty-two, arc capable of 

bringing 30,000 brave though undifciplined 

troops into the field; they have alfo for
tified towns and {hong-holds in the moun

u,in,;, whither they retire in cafes of cmer~ 

~cy. 

&fuJe the territGry that there chjef~, who 

as well 115 their fubjects are called Polygars, 

palTer. uRGer the range of hills that forms 

the northern bO\lndary of TioiveUy, many 

of them bold ample tracks in the flat and 
cultivated country. Adverfe to indufiry, 

they fwrer their own poifeffions to remain 

VI~, ~hile lhey invade each other, ..and 

pjuIId'i" thcit ill<!ufuiQUI neighbours. Such· 

~ tho. drnd. of !hof ....... ".'" that ••• ry 
. diftrill 



ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 91 

ditlria: in the province has been fonted 
to purcha(c t'heir forbearance by enOl'lD~ 
contributions. In this fituation, you haft 
rather caufe to wonder that your {uperin

tcndant, Mr. Irwin, lhould have been 

enabled to procure fo large an increafe of 

revenue, than that the produce of thi. 

country lhould in no recorded period have 

born any proportion to its natural advan· 

tages. 

The preceding obfervations can only be 

confidered as a hally outline of the Com
pany's pofieffions fDuth of the Coleroon; 

which, ill extent, arc nearly equal to the 

Camalie; but in point of foil, water, fitu ... 

tion, and capability of improvement, fur

paCs any diftritt unda your control. 

The calamitia with which the iovaGem. 

of Hyder Ally in 178 r overwhelmed tile 

Carnatic, fell heavily upon the fouttiem 

countries. No Cooner bad the multitudei 

9 under 
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under that nvager pouTed down from the 

mountaiDt of MyfoTC, tban defolation ex.
tended acror, the Coleroon. Thou{;lnd. 

of hi, plundereR overran the countries 

of Kivdorc, TanjoTe, Tritchinopoly, and 

Madura. A moll IlL'<.uriant crop, with 

which rhe ground was Il[ that time co

vered, was infiantly (wept off, and every 

,,·ater·dyke and embankment totally de. 

firoyed. The inhabitants who cfcapcd the 

[word, fought {beher in tlle forts; where, 

adding mifery to difiref!l, they pcrilhed 

in the flrc('ts; while rhe whole country, 
laid walle by fire ami (word, exhibited 

the rad reality of a bener ",I conBagration. 

At length: ~Hydcr, having left nothing 

to ddlroy in the Carnatic, and -rcgardlefa 

of our force. which from the time of Col()... 

nct Baillie', defeat had never ventured 

froQJ. ira cnc.ampm(nt .. near Madru, fe

(ol.cd 10 lead in perfon hiI.Uloriou. umy 

to the lOuth"anI. MeT rcmw.i", Com • 
.. ceb _peel ' .. ithin .... ~ ',lhat' of 

Tanjore, 



tNGLISH INTERESTS IN ' I NDIA, 97 

'ranjore, he proceeded to inveR:: Tritchino .. 

poly, nnd threatened t,o fill up the ditch 
with his Moormen's flippers. The repeated 

checks {unained by the Company's troops 

in that qUlrter, the corps that Hyder had 

cut off, and the forts he had reduced, {pread 

fa general a. conflernation, that the im .. 

portant and defcncclcf.s garrifon of Tritchi

nopoly fcemcd rC::ldy to li.lffcnucr. In that 

event the fouthcrn countries mull have 

fubmittcd to his power, had not the rcpulfe 

of Sir Eyre CootC'5 army againfi Chilum

brum elated Hyder with the hopes of 

defeating the only force that <.:QuId codan

.geT his conqudl:. This induced him to 

renounce mor..: fuliJ, tll01lgh Ids hrilliant 

profjm:ts, and to fight the b.lttJc of the 

IfLJuly I7S1 at Porto Kava. 

N'otwithfianding his ill (ucce['I in that 

engagement, and his perfonal ab[cnce from 

the fouttiw~rd, our ~aii.u.rs in that quarter . . . . . 
ilill remained in great confufion. The Tan .. 

H Jore 
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jore country was occupied by the enemy, 

who fecurcd its crops and cattle, rcpulfed 

the Company's troops at Tricatapooly, Put ... 

ticottah, and Trivelor.e, and confined them 

within the fort of Tanjore. There, the 

granaries were empty, the R~jah's fubjcth 

difaffeded, and he himfclf accufcd of nego

tiating with Hyder, and of introduci0b 
arms clandetlincly into his palace. He 

likewife {uffered the whole crops of his 

country to be colleCted by the enemy, 

while he refined every folicitation to fill 

his magazines, and provide for impcndin{; 

events. 

The defeat of Colonel Braithwaite in 

February J782, and the lofs of his detach ... 

roent (attacked by a powerful army under 

Tippoe Sultaun), would have proved a 

Jeadly blow, had it not been warded off by 
the atlh'e abilities and conciliating manners 

of MI'. Sulivan, to whom the fafety of Tan
jore and of all the [outhern provinces was 

then 
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then juflly .fcribed. The fubfequent cap
ture of Colonel Horne, proceeding to the 

fouthward from the PreGdency with mili
tary fUFplies, added extremely to the diftrefs 

and cmbarra.ffment experienced at Tanjore. 

In the pro .... inces [outh of Tafljore and 

Tritchinopolr, the profpea was not lefs 

abrming. 111c Great MJrawa coUntry was 

infefted by a hoO: uf rebels under Maupely 

TJ.ver, a reb.tion of the reigning fJ.mily, 

who over-ran the territory, occupied its heft 

pofitionsJ and for many month Ii invefied the 

garrifon of Ramnad. 

The Little Marawa country was con

trolled by Perry and China Mordcen, who 

afrer the murder of the late Rajah in 17731 

had fled to the protell.ion of Hyder, and 

returning at the time of his invaficn, 

maintained the couatry under his autho

rity, k~ping the infant Rajah a ftatc-pri_ 

foner, and ravaging the territories of the 

Companyan9 Nabob. 
H. The 
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The diftrids of Manum, Mellore, and 

Palemery, were fo haralfed with Colleries, 

Polygarl\, and the enemy, that your troops 

and fubjec:ts were often attacked within 

range of the forts, and the fentries fired at 

on the works. All the Polyt;'ars of Tini

yelly Wt!l l! in rebellion, and clafely con

neCl.cd with the Dutch government at 

Colombo, from whence attempts Were me

ditate(l, in conjunClion with them and 

with Maupe1y T .tver, to reduce thofe 

countries [tnd the Marawa dominion::;. 

l"\e.lr loa ,Goa Polygars amI .Collcries were 

in arms throughout the fouthern provinces, 

and, being hoftile to Government, conti

tIered public confufion as the only fafcguard 

againft punifhmcnt. To repre[s thefe out

rages, and, to retrieve your affairs in the 

prefcnt exiscney, your fouthern force was , 
inadequate. The trcafury was drained,-

tIle country d~OplllJ.lcd,-the revenues cx

iacJ .by the enemy,-:md the troops undif-

ciplined, 
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ciplined, poorly fed, and unfuccefsfully com

manded-. 

The complicated dangers arifipg from 

this fituation of the country induced you, 

in September 1782, to fend a rdnfolce

ment of Europeans and Artillery to the 

Soutlnvanl, under the (;ommano of Colonel 
Lang:. You wcre led to hope that this de

tachmcnt, when reinforced by the troops to 

be colleEted from every quarter of the 

South, might have materially promoted tb~ 

views of Colonel Humberfione, who was 

then at PJ.uiani, preparing to proceed againfi: 

Palacoltcherry, and to rClletratc into Coim

batour, according to the plan fuggeIled by 
Mr. Sulivan, approved of by your Lordlhip 

amI the Board~ and afterwards carried into 

• S.ch wa, the nate or IIJ'~ ir. to the Southward ",heo. 
Lord Macutney'l Government commenced, and {Qf 

(orne time afterward s agthorit1 ill military manera wu 
naed in Sir Eyre Coote by the Supreme BOlld ;: bar 
a. (oon a. Ihu u thorilY Wat re{tortd to ,he Goye~t1t 
and SeJea CoaulIiuee. tbey made thl\' !Daft meruoriollJ 
ItjfJft.. to pro,ide (Of Ibe fakly of the (oll.thern COllntnn. 

cxecutioq 
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execution by myfdf. But from a variety 

of circurnfianccs it happened, that the 

operations of Colonel Lang were confined 

to the redutlion of Caroor, Aravarcour

chy, and Dindigu1. Being limited in his 

movements to thofe difl:riCls 'of the enemy, 
anf! to the track between Negapatam, Tan

jore. and Tritchinopoly, the [onthern coun

tries continued nearly in their former fiate 

of defolation. Many a!l the reprercHt.uions 

were that reached your Board on this fub

jefl:, it ," .. ould have been ddirabh: for you 

ill rerum to have beheld the mal velfatioll s 

that Jlad been committed, the mif..:ri t;s that 

were endured, and the patience of your 

fubjeas under unfupportablc grievances. 

The ravages of the enemy, however, 

were by no means the greateft evils thlt 

thofe diftrias had fuftained. There were 
inherent and increafing caufes of decline; 

cuJtivW.on waa ncgleaed.-tbe huiband
men were killed or driven o~-the cattle 

were 
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were wild,-and the fields were defolate. 

Yet over this wildernefs, the Renter, the 
• 

Amuldar, the l\1onagar, the Tetre1dar, and 

all the infiruments of public exaCtion, ty
rannifed with unabating rigour. The forts, 

excepting T Jnjore, were ncgleCled and de~ 

caying i-the military flares Iud been in a 
great mcafurc expended or embezzled j and 

thofe that now rcmaiuf.'d were ill conllrulted 

:lnd worfe arr:lIlg~d ;-Ihc militJ.ry Store .. 

keepers, Grainkeepcrs, Paymaficrs and Com~ 

mHfJ.rics, belonging to the civil fcrvice, were 

habituated to difavow any controlling power 

in the Commandant of the place i-nor 

were the cxhorlJ.tions :l.Ild example of Mr. 

Suli"J.n fuflicient to corrett the evil. Hence 

diforder arofe in thafe dcpartm~nts. The 

civil and military, the King and Company's 

officers, were at variance. The adherents 

of the Nabob were loud in their complaint" 

:tgaintl: Europeans, while the Tanjorines 

extended their avernoll to all cla.ffea of our 

tountrymen. The large arrears due to the 

H 4 troops, 
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froop ~ , and other grievances, rendcred it 
illl l'laaicable for officers to maintain Uria 
dd~ipJinc in their corps; as it required the 

1JtOlo/l cffort~ to prevent mutiny among 

men, who, brave anu faithful as they un· 

douhtcul y were, could IlJrdly he blamed 

fur d..tmourand complaint when Icuuccd to 

procure fubfi(l.eIll.e by fcHino their own 

children! 

The difcorJlnt powers of the civ il l'(;r

" ants in thc differcnt ucpJ rt mcnts increafc4, 

the evils alro...' :'Ldy enumerated. Such \\'as 

the c:xtCllt of thole evils, that the abldl 

r er[ons at one time defpaired of retric\'ing 

your affdirs in that quarter; nur was it held 

pr;Ldicablc to maintain the fouthern army 

in the field , difpirited by defeat, and 

dc1lltute of refources * . 
• No clrtumftance could tend more ck:1tly to evinto 

the auritoriDtn effort. of Lord Mataru~ey. tban hi! h~V1Pg 
beea able to Ulrie"e the (oulhcrn provillcci from the 

.. rfldK.c:i Cotidiliofl to which he rOGlld them reduced 011. his 
acufiua. to the GonrAmclll. 

Some 
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Some preceding incidents, however, p'rov

ed the inefficiency of that dcfenfivc fynem 
under which the Carnatic war had \beell 

condutl:ed, indicated off'enfive openlltioD 

as the only means of future profperity, 

amI confirmed the merit of thofe endea

,'ours made by your Lordthip and the 

Doard to attack the enemy in his own pof

fdIl on~ "' . On this principle Colonel Hum_ 

bcrfl:onc had ~acd on the Mal.tllar eoaft. 

H e obliged Tippoo SJ.ib to march aCTOrS 

the peninfuJa, and to retire with laCs from 

• Lord Mu:utne]"3 (ynem of PTDltrOling otrcnliVl~ 0".. 
taU(, IIJ df:J JII II f lPI'uU Suitaun doc. him p«:uliar honour, 
Il ot o" lf 0 0 .1Cw uot of the judgm~nt thai fuggdled thero 

i J e:t ~ . and the "'go~r "'lIh which they WCIt: carried ililO 

endwon In Clomenu of grtat dl ffi clJhy. and Ig.irlR tho 
()plOiolll of powl'tful 0pj><lnent" "'t a]fo {tom the: emi. 
lIent {ucur, "'Jlh .... h l~h they w' re attended. Ilelid. 
duetting the fouthern army to penetrate Into tbe Irlch'l:t 
polfeffiolll ofT,ppoo Sul,auD, hll LordOlip reinfOtCl~d cbe 

MaJabu umy "nder CoJoneb Macleod and Humber"to_e. 
and (otmed • confidu able (an:e in Ibe Notthern C:ilean,. 
under Genua' JODn; tb .... dillr.a'Dg tbe en~my'. 'auc ... 

lion, atld eubh,., ~ E.,hJh arm. 100 ~.aiA dIdI
afundcDCJr 

the 
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the engagement in November 1782 at Pa.

niani *. The fubfequent fuccefs of Gene

ral Matthews againft Mangalore, Bedda

nore, and the principal forts of the adjacent 

countries, ftill farther evinced the wifdom 

of Mr. Sulivan's opinions, and of Colonel 

Humberftone'H operations. Tippee was 

forced to march from Arcot to Bcdda

nore; his father's death in December 1781 

lmving made him crnfs the peninfula from 

Paniani. to Arcot. This event relieved the 
Carnatic, and was the fidl: circlImfbnce 

during the war that gave :l turn to our 

affairs. For the movements and counter

movements of the Carnatic army, and 

even the repeated defeats fuftained by 

Hyder, had prQved of little ultimate ava~ 

in the decifion of the conten • 

• It it ilDpoliihle for me 10 do jllllice to Colonel Hllm. 
_Iou at ..... lId II, •• oJIiccr. A aan-adve of Ihe 

fe"Ktt he perfollaed ill com.,Ad of the fotCtI 011 1he 
MaJ4ibar cod. wOllld lIOnS conyiociDB proof Df hI. di{. 

~i&cd aulir,II1Y ta!ellU. Illd add tn the n!fHt .... hlch 
hi. aDtilReI, )0(, «cdoned io. the minds of aU wbo lae. 
g -w ud JW dauaQu. 

At 
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At this crifis it was fortunate for the 

Englifh intercfls, tholt your Lordfhip and 

the Board refolvcll to dirctl the fouthem 

troops to make every effort againO: the 

enemy. The firO: objeB: of my command 

was to augment our field force, by batta ... 

lions from Tanjore, Tritchinopoly, aDd Ti

nivelly. The zealous ti.lpport of Mr. Sulivan 

anll Mr. Irwin fpt.::cdily cn::tuled me to equip 

the army, and to profccllte ofTcnfivc opera

tions ; which rour I.ordfllip and the Hoard 

jullged to be effenti:ll to the re-cfb.blifhmcnt 

of the public wclfolre. 

The high (en(c I entertained bf tit. 
treaty formed by Mr. SuIivan under your 

Government, for the reftoration of the 

ancient Gcntoo family of Myforc, formerly 

depofed, and fUll cO:lfincd by Hyder, was 

only equalled by my attachment to the 

fyftem of conciliating all daffes of the 

natives. This was no Jefs congenial with 

thc general teno[' of your conduCt, thl;Q 

with 
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with the fpirit of Mr. Sulivan', negotia .. 

tions, and was requifite to gi ve effect to 

his enlightened views. ]n fupport of thefe 

ideas, the abilities as well as in8uence of 

the Bramina rendered it effential to trcat 

them with particular indulgence; and by 

fimilar attentions the numerous Polygars 

cf Dindigul were reconciled to our inte

nils, a~ has been fully evinced by thc 

fupplies derived from thofe pofTemons while 

under our Government. 

The dcpcnocnts of his highneE thc KJ.
bob· felt thcm[ch'cs extremely humbled 

by the affignmcnt of his territory to the 

Company. For however eligible and iodiC ... 

pcnfable this meafure might appear on 

principles of public ncecffiry, h could 
not fail to deprive his adherents of their 

power and fituation. As far as depended 

• At the dcpettdcDU or the Nlbob Ife in guera1 MI_ 
~,~ thi. obfer¥uioD c\oes DOt apply to the Gen_ 

..... "'0 tb,m lAe ,rea, bod, of jnllabitRb.lD the N+

... ·1 ('cul.a,. 
UPOI\ 
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Upon me I endeavoured to convince tbcm 

all, that their want; fhould be relieved, their, 

rights proteCled, and their confequence 

maintained. They were pleafed to credit 

my declarations, and by there means we 

rc:flr.lined the dinatisf.lCtion of the inhabit- · 

ants and native [oldiery, _many of whom 

arc warmly attached to the Nabob, and were 

ready to burll: forth in the man alarming 

difordcrs. The fJ.mc principle formed the 

rule of my conduCl towards the Rajah of 

Tanjorc and the other chiefs wh01e countries 

feU within [he limits of my command

confcious, that all our rneafures refpcaing 

the native Princes and their fubJech, fhould 

be directed by liberal concdIion and unhi- ' 

:.\{fed juftice. 

My next endeavour was, in conjundio.a 

with Mr. Sulivan, to unite all 4efcriptiotll 

of men in cordial exenions to retrieve the 

public interefts, and to enure the troops to 

difcipline and enterprife j without which. 

they 
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they neither could be fubflilcd, nor could 

we hope for tlny reputable termination of 

our il1-f<1ted conteft. Thar there attempts 

na\'c not proved entirely unproduCtive of 

important public benefits, has been repeat

edly tcfiilicd by your Board in terms molt 

Battering to myfeJf. 

'By the 25th of May, the army marched 
from Dindigul towards Daraporam, which 

feU to us en the 2d of June"'". That 

valuable place affords ample fupplics of 

grain 

• The p.'Irljcl.lbrs of Ill!: ,lftllCk: and (artender o f rhi, 

piKe l~ exprdl'ed iII. &1 Letter of the ad of June. 
addrdl'ed to the Go,ernor lnd Sclcll Committee. One 

c:in:umlbnce defervc l 10 be mentioned. In order 10 prove 1he 

ingcnoity of inl ' IIigcllccn III India. 'When the army cn. 
u'Q!ptd before Darapoum. it wu not pralhcablc to .p. 
"..:I&cb (0 eta!' cht (orl al to drttrmint with prrcij'jon Iho , 
..oft advantJgeol1. POint of attack; but a Braman Ha •• 
ca.rrab up\aiaed ntry particular rtfpeliing Ihe polilioa or 

the workr, and the nature of the ground ruijmllillg 10 tbe 
J,la"" in (uch turns., cn l bltd me to draw a plln (roa hi. 
drr;,jption. The Adjutant General Cl.ptll.ll\ Oram di.d 
lite {ame, from tbe ICCOUnti of another Intelligencer. 
0. eoaiparing the "il'O plan., thu. drawn from "nrbal 

i.form ... 

9 
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grain and cattle, is capable of conliderabJe 
defence, and is far udvanced in the enemy', 

country, being equally diftant from the two 
coaRs. Although the pofition of an army 

there would always be of cminent.,.advan
tage, it w:ts more peculiarl~o when we 

r~duced it, becau[e Tippoo Sultaun had 

recovercd Beddanorc, cJpturcd Grneral 

l\lattTlcw3, and invdlcd Mangalorc. The 
fouthcrn army was not in fuGicicnt fircngth 

to think of mal ching to Seringapatam *, and 

was fo fJ.r from Lcing able to oppo[e the 

whole power of Tippoo Sultaun, that we 
caulJ not c\'en afford to garrifoo Darapo

ram, and were obliged to dcfl.roy the fortifi

cation. Yet we might affilredly have re
duced the rich traCt that lies below the 

iDform:uion. wc found filch topographical rt{trnbllncCl 
,ha.t we marched a body of ITOOP' In a dade: 'lIgbr. 
cro6'ed • river, and occllpied a Ilrong pofition withia 
400 yard. of the fort, from wheDee we eufted Ollf batte .. 
rin and elftded a breach • 

• TAt capital of Myron. 

moun-
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5lOuotains of Myfore*, whieh would pro~ 

bably have forced Tippoo Sultaun to raifo 

t~c fitge of Mangalore, and march his main 

~ again~ u.s j or if Tippoo had perfifted 

aga1"' alore, we lbould have amply 

fubfifted Iii , have reduced a valuable 

territory, and prepared for morc important 

conqucfi:s. 

Ceneral Stuart·s order on the 31ft of 

May, to march towards Ilim at Cudddorc 

with the utmoft expeuition, ohliged me 

to rclinquifh thafe a{kall fage'l, You 

were plcafed to think f.1vourably of my 

precautions for the defence of Dindigul, 

which was garrifoned with the fixth Car .. 

• Ihtcndillg (I,.." Caroor 10 Comb~lour, JOQ rro. 
the bonom of Ihe hl !h to the ,or-lines of Madllr. Ind 

Trib:hillopoly. A tOuntry aboundi",.in ncry kind o( 
pnxlullion for the fupport or armie., Ind whicb m,y be 
confidr'~ Ii I ,h.ia o( ma,uiDti ebblifhed by TippoQ 
Suh,un (or the inv:!' fi op of tAr SO\lthtro Pro"intel, ill 

,h, fSUlr m:UUler It lhe Bur •• ,,1 tOlllll11 May be tOll· 

fldend u .ffordiDa IIi. ,lie. lAC", of iav" .. '" .... 
llatic: 
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barie battalion; and a body of the N.Ilet.'. 
independents·, Some heavy gun. and IiI\:o 
Jitary flores were lilt:ewife thrown ioto the 

place, and direc!lions given that grain migt. 

be collelled, wood prepared\.-a.D:~ ef
fort made to enfure a def.~ refiClance

The fort of Aravarcourchy t had been d ... 

fl:royed foon after its reduaion; and, in obe_ 

dience to your ordt:rs rerpcCling the demoli .. 

tion ofCaroort, mines wereeonftrultedt and 

the works blown up. My infi:ruttions to the 

fauthern commandants refpeding the diClri

butien of their troops, and preparations for 

defence, likewife received your cOllunend .. 

arion • 

., Dindiglll hfifll~led in Irich 'rllIey Ortheflmtlll", 
.boen Jifry mile, fOllfh.llteR Uom Caroor. The IOWD i, 
I.rge, aad well forn~ed I in principalll"ngUi COIlUe illo 
• v,rt hi,h •• d almol lftacQli.b1t rkkj Of! "Ucla tlwAI i. 
a fortrcJ. ,hit IIllglll be rCDcUred i.P"'iUbfc: ben lAo 
(0111"'. arJn7 took che piKe' by Jiorlil ia M.y 1783' 

t Ar.,,~hy .,., caw by IK .. 1I illl April 17", 
AbOliI SOO ~Ic _re killed i. ,b •• tt.ck. ~ . 

f CIU'DOI' Ii. place of Yirt conGdnable ftrelilp. ere)' 
.u. ... ~ .. poI, ••• t.Itc ftODlicrt oftke M,Cor. _iaioIu I ... ICdute'd by tU fouchctl!. .,111, ill April .7.'. "'~r RVft'Jlwrc&. of opeo I~chtt. ad .. w..t 
.... .... lid~. of Jll'Wiiozu. A:c:nt. alld a_..mo.. 

I Oil 
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On our arrival at Tritchinopoly in June, 

the troops were fupplied with grain, the 
gun-carriages rt"paired, cattle collected for 

"the army at Cuddclore, and boats p~ovided 

for croffing the Cavery and Coleroan, 

which with two intermediate fircams were 

then unfontable. At I'vlnnfurpct on the 

northern bank of the eoIcToon, I recei,Tcd 

farther inflrutl:ions from General Stuart 

to m.nch without delay to Cuddclore. 

The injunCtions of your Board no lefs 

pointedly directed me to reerofl> the river, 

and continue to the fouthward. But you 

had been pleafed to inveft me with a dif

cretional latitude of aCl:illg as exigencies 

might require; and intelligence had reached 

me: that Suffrein's iquadron had anchored 

at Cudde1ore, that a difembarkation of 

many thoufand men was intended, and 

that the Englith army was haraffed with 
III. duty of the trencbes. It appeared 

therefore to be moll congenial with the 
gcocr:a1 tenor of your intentions, that we 

Ihould mareb towuda Gencral Stuart, being 

;1 ,on(ciou~ 
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tonfcious that the public fafcty could ha.ve 

no exifience if his army were ddeJ.ted. 

Colonel Forbes, who retnJined jn command 

of the [outhern pro\,jnccs, iu!i)ireo every 

Olle around him with a full reliance Oil his 

zeal and military talents; and I {hall ever 

gratefully acknowlcJgc, that on the flrft 

communication of {hofe proceerJings, you 

were plc:lfeu to honour me with your 

nprrobation. 

Upon our arrival witlJin three forced. 

mJrches of General Stuart's camp, a ce{[a

tion of hoftility with the French was 

announced, and we returned towards the 

fouthward -. The fJmc dil!>atchcs intimared 

General Stuart's fuji~cnfion, and that Ge.

neral Bruce commanded the Carnatic army. 

I wrote to General Bruce, offering to !"ake 
an unexpetled movement againft the fort of 

Salem; whieh fecures the mofi important pafa 

from the Carnatic into Myfore, and CO~

tained many months provifiom for an army; 

adding, that nothing would be requifite on 

the 
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the part of General Bruce, but to fend a 

force fufficient to garrifon the place, until 
he cowd move thither with the troops from 

Cuddelore. The General finding it neeef

rary to rejcCl: this propofal, we left him to 
nru~gle with his difficulties, and proceeded 

fa Munfurpet. 

My intention was to move next day by 
T arriore to reinftate your tributary the 

Rhcddcy in his paternal inheritance, and 

to advance againft the forta and maga'l.inea 

of Settimungulum, Namcul, and Sankerry

durgum on the north of the Coleroon; from 

thence to crofs the river and beficge Erode, 

with a view of eftablHbing a thong gani.[on 
at that place, and in order to prepare {up

plies for moving, when fuBicientJy mn
forced, againft Serin~.patatD. Bot Our 

~pcaatian, were difappointed by you< 
intimationa of an ariniftlce with TIppoo 

• t • • 

Sultaun. 

Daring the courfe of there proceedinga, 
it .. as found impraaicable to carry into 

C%C-



ENGLI.H INTRIlESTS IN INDIA. "7 

execution the {aJutary melfures intended 
by your Board, for the re-ellabliJhment .of 

public authority in your {outbero province-. 
'Which unavoidably remained in thair for
mer' coofufion. The Polygars, Collerie8, 
and other tributaries, ever fince the com ... 
mencement of the war, had thrown off 
all appearance of allegiance. No civil ar
rangement could be attempted without a . 
military force, and nothing Iefs than the 
w hole army fecmed adequate to their re

duction. While fuch a confiderable portion 
of the {cuthern provinces remained in 
defiance of the Company's government, 
it was vain to think of fuppo~ing the cur

rent charge. of the ellabliilimcnt; far lelil 
wuld we hope to redQ,ce the arrears, and 
to prep.re for important operations, in' the 
probable event of a recommencement of 
hollilitr. It became indifpenfabl. there

fore, to rcflore Ibe tr';"quillity. of thof. 
prpvmce. by vigorous military meafureo, 
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as the ouly means that could render them 

produtlive of revenue; and in this view, 

your wife arrangements for augmenting 

the fouthern force, proved not lc[s bene

ficial, than in their influence on the opera

tions againft the enemy. 

You had been plea(ed to reinforce us 

'With 500 Europeans and two battalions of 

Sepoys under Colonel Stuart, immediately 

after the liege of Cuddclore; another de~ 

·taehment of equal fire-ngth marched to

wards l IS under Colonel Elphinfion. 1t 
was my intention to have j oined thofe 

corps at Dindigul, in order to act againfi: 

Tippoo, in cafe he O\Ould not - accede to 

the terms ·propofed; but finding· tbilt the 

detachment co-o.ld not reach' ni'hdig\il ' for 

1,Jla~r weeks,' · it appeared eligible to ern

pl"J the i~ermedi~te fpace . in fulfilling 
the objed:a already Rated. In concurtence 

thdore With the r<quitltions of Mr. 
SuIivan, 
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SulivAn *, we proceeded to MeUore, in 

order to awe the rebellious Colleries of 
!,hat dillriCl:. We left a firo"g body en
camped there, wd marched witb the 

remaiuing troops on the 4th of Auguft to 

Shevigunga, about twenty miles eaft from 
thence. The two Murdecns, who rule 

the little Marawa, fled precipitately with 

their young Rajah to the woods of C.lli

coil, and colleCted their force to the 

amount of I o,oo~ men: nor could they 
be prevailed on to return to their hahita .. 

tions and truft to my affurances. 

Befidcs the .immediate difcharge of their 

arrears of tribute, I demanded from · theil' 

deputies 90,000 rupees, in >compenfation 

to the Company for the ravages they had 

committed; and concluded with declaring, 

that if thefe conditions' \Vere nOf fulfilled, 

we ihould attack their woods, ftorm their 

• R~6JeDt of TaoJOf~ ... d 5Dperillteodaot of diJahi 

f'C'IC"" of Tri~1 ud WI Maraw ... 

14 fort, 
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fort, and drive them from · the ..country. 

NOlwitbll..nding the procrallinating ipiri< 
ofGentoos, they paid near 40,000 rupees, 

and gavo fecUl1ty for their remaining debt. 

, The l~nity and difp.leh of this Iranfae. 
t~on (for it was concluded in four days) 
.tlfunled a cordiaJ fatisfaCtion when con

trailed with the circumftan~es of th~ cXfe .. 

di~on in 1773, againft this very place, 
O~ that occafion the Rajah, trufting 'to the 

WOO~8 and barriers that furround the fort 

of Calicoii, and expeCting to conclude the 

bufinefs by negotiation, conceived himfelf 

in fecllrity when the place was furprifed, 

and he waa killed on the attack. I rejoicec! 

tp mitigate tqe rigorous treatment whi~~ 

the ileliMP~!,ey of !he fue,eJror. or father 
pf hiJ miniCtust merited. in confideration 

pf. the feyeriti~ wi1ich the predcc~or ~~ 

uperienced • 

..... .." _ remained • more important 
~~~ . , 

1!IIdcrtaking. The n_ Polypa of 
Tinj. 
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TmlveJly, who had rebelled on the ... tn

IbCIIcemtnt of the wart committed daB,. 
ravagea from Madura to Cape Camorio. 

They fubdued forts, and occupied diftriao 

belonging to the Circar-, or held by a 
tenure different from their OWD. Mr. 
Irwin, fuperintendant of Madura .and 

Tinivelly, had repeatedly urged me to 
proceed again{\: the Polygan, in order to 

reflore tranquillity and recover the reve
nues. It was now for the firft time in 
my power to direCl my operations towarda 

that quaner, at A moment when the mol: 
powerful of the Polyg.... in confeclOtacy 
againft your Government, and in alliance 

with the Dutch, had afi'cmbled .. or 
• 40000 men, and were attuaUy belicgl"8 
the fort of Chocumpctty, a Polygar place 
of fome !lrength, below the hill. that 
form the north-weft boundary of the pr0-

vince • 

• C"uar aeu;. tk. "w,. powct of u. cou.ti7 .... 
~.IIDIII tJlla ...... 

Whco 
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When it vra:, uet~ined thal we fhouJd 

march into T iicivdl,.." during, the intcnral 

requifite for Colonds Stuart and Elphin

lton's detachments to reach Dindigul, my 

objeCt was to, llTi~e an \l.nexpeCI:ed blow, 

and to intimidiLte the Polygars into fubmif

(ton. Of all the Tinivelly chic-fsT the prin

cipal in power aDd delinquency, excepting 

Shcvigherry, ~fas Catahominaigue; he was 

~ally eng:ltgcd at the Clege of Choc.um

pdty, from w bence his furt of PandaJam

c:owchy, on thl~ fomh .. eafi quarter of Tini

tell,., is dillant more than feventy mile~1 

The wuaJ route to Tinivclly paffes by Ma

d1.lf&;1 and thl:: Pol)'g~rs, hearing of oUJ 

movelIldQI;I to~rard, Shcvigunga, cxpected 

~.la ,\bat 4iro(lion. ,To £'VO\lI this opi
....... ~eD' for the anD.J .were <lrdere</ 
toobe preparet at Madura; m.y real inte~~ 

den ..... pet1fetlly conceoled.; ."d we 
moved off with the force from SheviguQt;a, 

in the evening 'of the 8th of Auguft, to Tri .. 

~Ctty; • PUlte twenty uUles oIiftant on 
the 
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the fauthem border of the Mellor. c0\lDlry. 

We there joined the remainder of the arm,.., 

and leaving the fevcnth batulion and fame 

irrtgulars under Captain Oli, ('1" to rdtuin 

the Colleries at Mellon, proceeded next 

morning by Pallemery, Pandalgoody and 

Naiglapour, and reached the fort of Panda .. 

lamcourchy on the fourth day, being 100 

miles from Shevigunga *. 

As [oon JS the line approached the fort, 

a flag was fent, defiring the headmen to 

open their gate$ and hold a oonftrcnce 4 

they refured. The cightC'eD~pounden w.~ 

therefore halted in the rear of an embankir 

ment facing the north~eaft angle of ~ 
works; a hally battery was confiruded • 

and in three houn; we were ready 10 OPell 
on the ballion. The works were manned 

with f .. eral thoul&nd poople, and every 

ciTcumfta.nce denoted an intention of refi~ 

• FahrnKil'. thmDome:tQ ..... frcqllelltl,lboYe 110 
tltvm 4Uil1the6 ~ 

anee. 
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anee. It wac; material to ftorm without 

delay, in order to ftri.k.e terror by difpatch. 

and alfo left Catabominaigue with his con

federate chiefs might hailen to obftruCl our 

operations. We opened on tbe bailion j 

but finding ourfelves retarded by its thick .. 

ners, we refolved to breach the adjoining 

curtain, and to render the defences of the 
ballion untenable .by the befleged. They 

kept up a (onftant a.nd well-direfred fire, 

and notwithftanding our 1.ltmoll effort., it 
was dark before a pra£ticable breach Wa..& 

tff"etled. The attack was therefore deferred 

until the moon {bould rife. The· !torming 

party confifted of two compani.. of Eu

!'<>pc.ns, fupportcd by the thirteenth and 

twenty-fourth Carnatlc batu.lioo6,. and conti

hued in the rear of the battery: the 'Cavalry, 

the ruft, and light inf.n~ battalions, were 

pORed at right aftgl" w;!h .he nthet three 

Aliellt angles of the fon, with detachmenll 
fxontIng each gateway, in Older to prevent 
Ibe befieged from r(l:ei1'iog fllPl'liet, or 

makine 
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making their e[cape, while the other troopI 

remained to defend the camp, which ..... 
within random-lhot. 

Our next objeCt was to remove a {hong 

hedge fronting the breach and furrounding 

the whole fort, as is the pratlice in the 
PoJygar fyllem of defence. This danger

ous fervice was eff'e{ted with unufual {kill, 
by Enfign Cunningham, commanding the 

pioneers; and about ten at night, with 

the advantage of bright moon-lhinc, the 

ftorm commenced. Our troops, after thel 
gained the Cummit of the breach, found, ltD 

{ufftdent Cpace to lodge themfelvca.; and ~ 

interior wall having no nope or talus, they 
could not pu£h forward from the Cummit ~ 
they advanced. The defenders were nu

merou" and oppofed U8 fo vjgoroufiy with 
pikes and mufquetry, that we were obUged 
at laft to retire and reach the batttry, with. 
confiderable flaughter on both fides • . ~_ . 
mediate meafuxes werc takca to renew the 

charge ; 
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charge; but the Polygars, difpirited with 

their Jo[s, abandoned the place, and fallied 

forlh at the eafiern gate. 

The corps pofted round the works were 

fo cxh:lUfted by the preceding ma.rchc~, 

that many of the fugitiYes cffeelcd their 

efc.lpe: the refl were taken prifoners. TIle 

breach was covered with dead bodies, and 

the place contained a large affortment of 

gum, powder, iliot, arms, and other mili

tary fiores, which were of courfe applied to 

tIlc public fcrvice: 4c,ooo pagodas were 

alfo found, and immediately diflributcd 1('1 

the troops. Your Board were pleafed to 

confirm the diftribution, on the footing of 

prize-money; tllan which no meafure could 

more effectually tend to animate the army , 
in our after-operations. Some other facts 

rerpeffing thefe tranf.ll\:ions, and the treaty 

between the Dutch Govcrnment of Co

lombO and Catabominaigue Cof which the 

original was taken in his fort), were referred 
to 
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to in my Ietrers of the 13!h of Auguft, .a ... 
drelfed to your LorJfllip and the Board-. 

HJ.ving left CJptain J acobs with five 

COmpa11 1 C~ of tht: 25th battalion to garriron 

the pl ... cc, I procc:eded to Palamcottah, in 

order ro ilifpeCt the fiatc of that fort; .nd 
from thence moved with the anny by Shan
kanakoil to Shc\'igerry. It was hoped that 

the rcJutlion of that firong-hold, belonging 

to the mofl: powerful of all the Polyga.rs, in 

addition to the fall of PandalamcourchYt 

would intimidate the lefs confiderabIe ·offend ... 

ers, and com'ince the whole confederacy 

that their treatment would be proportiooed 

to their mi fcondutt. Belides, the uutrages 

committed by the Shc"igerry Chief 'Weie 

atrocious, and coula not be forgiven with

out a total furrender of your ,authority. 

He had barbaroufly murdered Captain Gza. 

ham Campbell, and cut off a dct2Chmeat 

• Ste the letter of Uit IJtIl or AuZd. ill.rerte·d ill 1M 
Appudix. 

under 
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under command of that officer. On formet' 
occaflOns, be bad beat off confider.hIe 
detachments, and avowedly prote8:ed your 
r:nemie~ who thought tbemfelv81 fecure 

in the fort of Shevigerry. He had eID

lelled magazine. fuflicient to f.pply tbe 

I'>utch force that was expelted from Co-
lombo, as well as to relift the moft tedious 

blockade; for he did not conceive his fort 
could be ftormed, and every circumfiance 

in hi, conduCt: marked, that he held him .. 
{elf beyond the reach of military power. 

On our arrival before the town of She-

vigerry be retired to the thickets near 
four miles deep in front of hi. Camby *, , 
which it coven and defends.. He manned 

the .. bole extent of • AroDg embanlcment, 

.tIIat feparatea the wood and opcn country; 

.... joiMd by Caubo..unaigue, .. ilb other 

aIIOc:illr:d Polygon, and mu&.red 8 or 9>000 
IDeD,in arm&. 

• A ftrH,-holci it. "_tIbU. 
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In the pretent inftance lenity would J:lave 

lieen. accoWlted imbecility; but the ap
proach of Colonels Stuart and EJphinfton 

to Dindigul, aDa Tippoo Sultann's refufal 

of the propored accommodation, rendered 

me extremely a.nxious to nniih this Poly .. 

gar warfare, in order to proceed towards 

the enemy's frontiers. The Shevigerry 
chief and llis a!fociates were therefore 

informed,. that we meant immediately to 

attack the place, unlefs they would CO~ 

Vene the Head Polygars of Tinivelly, 

amounting to thirty~two chiefs, liquidate 

all arrears, and refund the amount of de .. 

predations committed tince the commence.:: 

ment of the war, agreeably to autbenti ... 

cated vouchers in the different diftrilb. 

It was farther intimated, that if they, on 

the part of the confederacy, would engage 

to pay 120,0001. in lieu of all demandt, 
their pmpofal Ihould' be forwarded to the 
fuperint.ndant of revenue (Mr. Innll). 
and on his. acceptana:. that the troops 

K would 
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would be withdrawn, and that they would 

be recommended to forgivenefs. They 

wifhed to confer with me, but refufed to 

vifit me in camp. As their dinruft nofc 

from various outrages committed againft 

them by former commanders, inftead of 

;nneafing their apprehcnfions by refent

mentt I propafed to meet them alone and 

unattended at their own barrier; adding 

that if any accident beJel me, it would not 

pafa unrcfented. The Shevigerry chief, 

Catabominaigue, and the depofcd Polygar 
of Chocumpetty, Wilh a large retinue, met 

me in from of their embank.ment. Before 

they finifhed their explanations, it was 

dark, and a mufket inadvertently fired in 

the rear alarmed our advanced picket, who 

thought it was aimed at me. .To prevent 
the ill confequences of that miftake, I took 

Iea.e of the PoIygars, cxprc/liog my wilh 
10 hear of their acceding to the terma 

pr<>p<>fod. We refcained from hol\ility 
n~day. but finding that they trilled with 

our 
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our propofals, the line was ordered under 

arms on tbe morning following, and we 

made the difiribution of attack. It proved 

as defperate as any conteR in that fpecics 

of Indian warfare j not only irom the 

numbers and obftinacy of the Polygars, 

but from the peculiar drcumllances which 

had acquired this place the reputation of 

impregnable. 

The attack. commenced, by the EUlOpe
am and four battalions of Scpoys moving 

againtl the embankment which coven the 

wood. The Polygars in full force oppofcd 

us, but our troops remained with their 

firdocks fhouldered under a heavy fire, 

until they approached the embankment j 

there they gave a general difcharge and 

ru!hed upon the enemy. By the vigour 
of this advance we got poJTcffion of the 
fummit, and the Polygar. took poll on the 

verge of the adjoining wood, difputing 

every ftep .. ilb great loli On both lid ... 

K • Aner 
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After reconnoitring, we found that the 

Camby could not be approached in front. 

We proceeded therefore to cut a road 

through impenetrable thickets for three 

miles, to the bale of the hill that bounds 

the Camby on the weft. The pioneers 

nnder Enllgn Cunningham laboured with 

indef.ltig.lble indufiry; Cdptain Gardiner 

of the l02d fupported them with the 

Europenm, ano Captaiu Blacker with the 

third and twenty-fourth Carnatic battalions, 

.advanced their fidd-piece~ as fall:: as the 

road W.15 dean'd. Thefe were firength

coed by tl'OOpS in their rt:ar, formi.ng a 

communication wjrh thofe in front j for 

,this purpafe two other battalions were 

pofted within the wood, and as foon as 

we gained the embankment, the camp 

'lhoved nCar it. and concentrated our force. 

We .coptiDued to cut our way under an 

. ~lDabati.g tire from 8,000 Polygars, who 
.o~tly prtffed "POll out advan<ed party, 

2 ru1hed 
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ruihed upon the line of attack, piked 

the bullock! that wefC dragging the guns, 

and killed many of our peoplc. But there 
attempts were repulfed by perCeverance, 

and before funfet we had opened a palTage 

entirely to the mountain; it is txtremely 

high, rocky, and in many places almoft. 

perpendicular. Having refolved to attack 

from this unexpeCled quarter, the troops 

undertook the fcn'i t c and attained the 

fummit. The Polygar parties polled to 

guard that eminence, being routed, after 

much firing on all hands, we defcended 

on the other fide and flanked the Camby. 

The enemy feeing us mafters of the moun .. 

tain, retreated under cover (If the night, 

by paths inacccffiblc to regular troopSt and 

we took polfcffion of the wonderful recefg, 

The particulars refpeCling ordnance, fiores 

and provifions, found in the place, are 

ftated in my letter of the third of Septem .. 

ber*. We left the third and ninth bat ... 

• Sec LetCU of the third of September, ill the AppendLc. 

K 3 uJiOIU 
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talions to {ecure the magnines, and moved 

the army to Shevlepatore within four 

marches of Madura, in order to awe the 

northern Polygars of Tinivelly. 

It was little more than a month finee 

we had left Tritchinopoly. Your autha ... 

rity Was re-eltablilhed throughout the whole 

track that we had tr&verfed, extending more 

than ,300 miles: and befid«;s the arrange

ment with the Shevigunga Rajah, we were 

malleI'S of the two ftrongeft places belong

ing to the Polygars. We remained fome 

time in cxpell:ation of their propofing a 

general accommodation, but they knew 

that Tippoe !till invefted MangalQre, and 

that we muA: quickly join tbe force at 

Dindigul. This intelligence corroborated 

their fpirit of procraftination. I therefore , 
convened the Vakeels·, whom the chief 
Polygan had ICnt to treot with m. in 

camp, and direCted them to inform their 

• Vakeea arc Up"licl, aa-tl. or _'odd ... 

rcfpea! •• 
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refpeClive principals, that we lhould leave 

lhe province on tbe twenty-firf\: of Sep

tember j adding, that if they did not return 
to their allegiance, I fhould make a vow 

to Siveo, the Gentoo god whore attribute 

is 'VtngfOnct, to march back and fpread de

firufrion throughout every poffeffion of 

the defaulting PolYgJT$: this declaration 

alarmed the whole affembly. My letters to 

Mr. Irwin expreffed my regret on leav

ing the province before any fettlement waa 

concluded with the Polygars; and in 

return he forwarded to me the terms on 

which he thought it expedient to rellore 

their forts to Catabominaigue and Sbe

vigerry. 

Vakeels from thefe chieH waited on 

me at Trimungulum*, and ftipulated, in 

the name of tbeir mafiers, that they would 

pay thirty thouf.nd chuckrums t acb, in 

• TruIIIlD,.lulJI it £Iiee.. milEI {outa .... e!!: of )bel ..... 

t A ca.dl:taa iI '*"_ Jdi tia&A • pa,od •• 

K 4 lieu 
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lieu of all preceding claims. They like ... 

wi fe gave their bonds for fifeeen thoufand 

pagodas, or 6,000 /, each, in conliJeratioQ 

of the reflitution of their forts. Oblig...ltions 

were farther exadcd, that the defences of 

Pandalamcourchy fhould be demolilhe:d, 

that the: gun!l, flores, and ammunition 

fhould be removed to Palamcouah; that 

the road which we cleared to the Camby 

of Shevigerry .fhould continue open; that 

the means of defence fhould be removed 

from the place, and that the [outhern 

commander~, and rhe Company's troops, 

fhould at all times be aumittcd within their 

forts and barriers: I concluded with in

junClions to obferve a marc fuhOliffive 

conduQ, if they valued their lives, proper

ty, or pofterity. As foon as the reilltu[ion 

of the forts and prifoners· could poffibIy 
,ue place, the tbird and niQth battalions 

• Among th. ptifoften thue lUI . daughter (If e.ta· 
1Io_11l1igl&t, who, u _II., ,II tbe othtn • • .-olllltlni 

11 --r Pt. .... , .....,. ueMCd.,jf.ll. * ~ atWlt*" 

\lIldq 
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under Captain Mackinnon, were direCled 

to march from Shevigerry, and to join 

the force at Dindigul, whither the army 

proceeded by the route of Madura. 

Your Lonlillip and the Board arc not 

unacquainted with the unworthy practices 

by which the f..:rtilc province of Tinivelly 

has fuffered finec the dilreputable expedi ... 

tion thither under Maphuze CJ.wn and 

Colonel Heron. Their defeat by the Nat 

Coleries ncar Madura was not more dif .. 

graceful, than the principles upon which that 

and fubfcquent armaments againft tbe Poly
gars have been conduCted. Though clear 

fiatcment!> and fpcciiic charge,:, leaving no 

retrofpeft of exaction, together with fimpli .. 
city of arrangement, and difpatch in execu

tion, arc the great barriers againft malverfa. 

rion, the oppofite of fuch condult conftantly 

prevailed; until your Lordfhip and tho 

l!oard affumed the management ofthofe ter ... 

rito"'" DOthiog wu 4cfinitc-nothing "as 

'OlIo 
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concluded; partial payments were received; 

pan claims were left for future fettlement; 

many months were wafted in fitting out an 

expedition, and ftill more in performing 

flight fervices. During the whole period of 

protratlion, the Renter, the Amuldar, the 

Phouzdar, and the European commander, 

'Were reaping the harvt:ft of cormption, and 

rowing for an after-growth of peculation. 

The Polygars are fuhtle and acute :-they 
I 

took advantage aHa corrupt a fyftem;-and, 
notwithftanding their internal feuds, they 

united asaini\: a common invader. They 

adminifiered to the avarice of their oppo

nenl by bribes, and to his paffion for com

. mand by procraCtination. Thus the pro-

vince was impaired,-its cultivation failed, 

_its manufaCtures diminifhed ;-every new 

Collettor and Commander entailed new 

-viI .. and .. ught tbe Polygars to confider 

their pe(hcu{b.· not as a juft tribute to their 

• Mcda uiMlapIWb, .. wao~4 oI.rg~ ..... 
fave .. 
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fovereign, btU as a price to purchafe the 

forbearance of opprefi"ors. 

The conduC! of Mahomed Hfoof CaWD 

deferves to be exempted from this general 

accufation. While he ruled thofe provinces, 

his whole adminilltation denoted vigour 

and effect: his juftice was unqueflioned,

his word unalterable,-his meafures were 

happily combined, and firmly executed;

the guilty had no refuge from puniiliment: 

his maxim was, that the labourer and the 

manufaCturer fhould be the favourite chil

dren of the Circar, becaufe they afFord 

ilrength and comfort to the public parent; 

hut that the Polygar and the Collery, 

though equally entitled to truth and juftice, 

have no pretenfion to indulgence, hecau(e 

they are the worthlers prodigals who waite 

their own means and ravage thofe of othen. 

" Let them become Zemindan," [aid he, 

" and cultivate their own Jands, inllead gf 

" plundering their ioduftriollt neighboun; 
" " thea. 
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" then they lhall be cheri!h.ed: but while 
" their halJit is idlcncfs, and their bufinelS 

" devaftation, I will treat everyone as a 

" public enemy, who wields a pike, or 
" wears the turban of a Polygar." On 
comparing the Hate of that country with 

his conduct and remarks, I found that wif

dam, vIgour, and integrity were never more 

c:onfpicuous in any perfon of whatever c1i~ 

mate or complexion. 

On my arrival at Dindigul, an order of 

encampment wall tranfmirted to your Hoard 
jn two lines *, containing one European 

arul three Sepoy brigades, befidcs four flank 
battalions that aCl.cd as a fifth brigade. Our 
artillery confiUed of fixty.five pieces of 

cannull with field-ammunition, and 10,000 

battering {hot i the engineers' department 
was ftoTed with beficging tools and other 

implements i the pioneer corps was ftrength
wed; the cavalry, excepting three troops, 
wcrenativcs and irregulars; they amounted 

• See .'" uDCU41late. 
to 
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to 1000 men, and ferved to Bank the bag
gage 011 the line of march. The CommiC .. 

fary of Stores depJ.rtment, including the 

conveyance of artillery, required a nume .. 

rous rednue of draught and carriage cattle: 

there we had for fevenl months ufed unre

mitting efforts to procure; and by the af .. 

fifiance of Mr. Suiivan, Mr. Irwin, and Mr. 

Johnfion, in addition to our own exertions, 

we affembled a greater nu~r of bullocks 

than ever were attached to any .Engliib 
force in Iodia. 

The Agent Vichuller .... obliged '0 ....,. 
vcy arrack and provilions for 2000 Euro

peans. But 'the bufinefs of the Grain .. keeper 
was f1:itl more embarraffing; where 14,000 

fighting men and many thoufand public 

followers* were to be ' fubfifted, without 

money or other means of {upplYI except 

• The puhlic (oUowrn coalill or lIrun (or the tutl. 
lIlrl,efl of blilloch, ulii«U, ud dooJ,zaea to t:IInl eN 
6ck ud woude4. 

{ucb 
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fuch m:lga:l.ines of the enemy as we were 

enabled to reduce. It had been the ufage 

of Indian commanders to levy duties on all 

articles bought or fold in the hazar or mar

ket of the army. Under whatever fanWon 
this cullom took its rife, it is an odious tax 

upon the foldier for the benefit of his fupe .. 

rior.-I permitted no [uch practice. 

Another material object was the mode 

and order of marching.-The praaice on the 

coaft has been to form the Sepoy corps three 

deep, and the Europeans two deep, and then 

to move by files with a thong advance guard, 

and a run ftronger rear guard, in order to 

cover the carts and other wheeled convey

ances th.tfollow the line: the baggage j. then 
difpofed of on the right or left Bank, ac

cording to the nltlUe of the ground over 

which the army i. to pafs, and covered by 

a ftmng (orcc, to repel the rapid ch.argea of 

die enemy's cavalry, 

It 
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It is afferted that many benefits attend 

tbis mode in India; that if the line is Ib!o 

tacked on either flank, it is enabled to form. 
with much celerity by a fimple movement 

of converfion; and,that if a cbarge be made 

in front or rear, the corps have only to ad

vance, or countermarch and form a front tQ 

the attack. But a large army marching by 
files is many miles in length, confequently 

there is little communication between dif .. 
tant parts of the line; neither can a Com. 

mander obferve the whole extent, or know 

the flatc of different divifiona. If in ~ 
fig by files, a movcment to the front or 

rear is neceffary in line of battle or by carpi, 

much time is loll: in the man<ruvrc, and .... 

the precautions requifitc in the face of aa 

enemy. The Carnatic anny, adhering to 

this principle, have frequently been canooa,.. 

aded many hours before they could form 
the line for ailian. 

To 
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To remedy tbefc evils I propofed to 

form the army into five divilions, and to 

diCpofc them in filapc of wbat in anotber 
(deuce is called a quincunx. The European 

brigade being ufually placed in the centre of 

the line, fhawd form the centre di\'ilion of 

th~ tlui liCUItX, with a SCPlIY brigade in 
£tcot, another in the rea r, and onc on each 
lank: the battering train and baggage to 
move under cover of the dh'ifion leaft likely 
to be charged; and the brigades to move, 

Dot by fi tc~ but in columns, and at ruch 
-difranccs, that whenever it may be necdfary 

to f.orm the line to the front, flaM, or rel'f, 

~ I:entre brigade, and that which is to 

~c the right and left wings, may oc .. 
GlJlTtbc whole intermediate fpace. Thw, 
If the line he attacked in fron~ the centre 
-tarigade and the two flank brigades immedi_ 

.ely form ,a line to the front, and the ad
'flnCC and rear brigades take tt.clr ftations 

either u a fecond line, as a baggage-guard 

and 
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and a refervc, or to extend the main line. If 

the line be attacked, or if it be meant to at

t.tel.: on the right or left flanks, the centre 

brigades, with rhe front and rc:tr brigades, 

face to the right anu lefr, and form the line, 

while the two brigades that wcre the J1.1.nk 

divifions on the lirie of march are paned as 

circumfiallccs may require. Thus, in every 

paffible poinl of attalk, the line is quickly 

formed, the oagg:lge proteCted, and the 

army prepared for aaion. 

Your infiruCliolls of the 18th of Augufl 

direfled me to remain on the frontiers, 

ready to act offenfivcly, in calc of an infrac .. 

tion on the part of Tippoo Sultaun; and for 

this purpo[e, the .army mm'cd to re-oc ... 

eupy Daraporam. \Ve found that the ma

gazinea which we left there in June bad 

been greatly confumed; but there fim 
remained a fortnight's fubfiftcnce for the 

troops. 

L From 
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From the ultimate objelt of a movement 
to the capital of Myforc, we had never de .. 

,·i;lted. Guns, {hot, antI flores, had been col. 

h:acd from the fouthern garrifons, and nu" 

mcrous artificers were employed on our car .. 

ri<lgcs and conveyance. The zeal of Mr. 

Sulivan, Mr. Irwin, and Mr. Hippillcy, 

had forwarded oUt views; and the Rajah 

of Travancore had been folicited for an 

adnncc of {bres, in the event of our may .. 

ing againll. the [outhern pofreffions of Tip

poo Su!t:nln . Thit. could not f..liI to coin

ddc with [he wiD}c,:; of the Rajah, which 

induced him to fupport Colonel Humber

flone on the Malabar coafi during the pre~ 

ceding },f'ar, and to reinforce his army with 

fc\'cral battalions. 

A conllant carrcCpondence was aI(o car

tied on with the Zamann, or ancient fon'" 
reign of Calicut, and the other Rajahs on 

t111: Ma1tbar fide of the ptninfuia who were 

c1if.lIHle<l to tbe Myforean WUrp.tiOD; and 
no 
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no circumtlan.::e was om itt~d tbt :Ippcared 

conducive to the important opcLltion which 

we h,ld [0 earncfily in v~<!\V: hut alt hougb 

the army had acquired lirl.:nglh amI cHi

cienc)', yet we pOlr~Jcu not th,It fulnels of 

equipmellt which cannot he accompldllcd 

with an empty trcarllry. Tanjorc ano. Trit

chinopoly had not yct recovered from the 

calamities which they h.uJ experienced: the 

Marawas amI Tinivdly were new in their 

allegiance. Thofe countries therefore, far 

from affording {uffiLient payments for tile 

army, could hardly be fupporcd compctentt 
under {uch circmnfbnces, to ilcfrJ.Y the cur

rent charges of their g,Hrifom, although the 

wife arrangements of YOllr fupcrintcndant! 

gave 'us every reafon to expect a rapid iu

creafe of revenue. 

The gentlemen \Vho zealoufly fupplied us 

with ftores and conveyance, were obliged 

to employ their perronal credit, trolling to 

the future folvency of Government; the 
L :1 native 
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n.nivc troops were. twelve months in arrear: 

our ordnance, though numf!rous, was of in

convenient calibers: the carriages had fuf

fered by our continued marching: gunney

bags for carrying: rice, ('opper hoops for 

!Juwut:l -harre!s, cordage for dragging the 

guns aCfofs a country unexplored by ar

mies, and various other articles in the Com

miIf.lry of Stores' uepartment, were defi

cient indeed, when compared with the fup-

plies that the CJ.rnatic army daily rccci\'ed 

from the Prcfidcncy. Abo,'c all. the want 

of mOVer rendcted it impoffible to pay the 

Head Black Men, who had employed bul

locks in the fcrvice for fuch a length of 

time, that their private funds were exhaufted, 

and their f.lith in the Comp:my impaired. 

DurinS' former wars there ever had been 

frequent payments to the troops, which en

abled them to procure fuppJies from the 

traders and inhabitants., even in the enemy's 

oountry. Under there circumftances, the 

con-
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conv~yance of many clays pro\'ifion was not 

int'iifpcnfahly requirer.l: whereas the want 

of maga zines anr.l money left us no fceurity 

of fubfifiencc, except the grain we could 

carry with us, or fl.!ize as we adnnced: for 

this purpor, fb.t cments were proeurer.l of 

the grain depofited within two hundred 

miles of our front and flank; and fe\'cral 

dred people were employed 011 that and 

other bufinefs of intelligence. 

It was farther necelfJ.ry, not Dilly to con~ 

ceat our own intentions, lJUt to difcover 

thofe of the enemy; for W3.ut of fimilar 

prec3.utions, three Englifh armies had been 

cut off or taken prifoncrs in India. 

As no one Harearrah can poffibly keep 

pace with the rapid movements of the My

fore cavalry, confidential intelligcncers were 

eftabliilied at every confiderable town in the 

Myfore dominions, as well a3 in the ene

my's camp, and in the Durbars of tbe Ra-
L 3 jabs 
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jah ~ inirnicJl t<1 TippoD Sultaun. On the 

fidl IHl liu.: d a'1y material incident, thefe 

intdl igcllccrs dlfj).ltched fmall cadjeans*, 

"hidl were more raridly conveyed to me 

than any horft: coulJ travel, by T appals or 

relays of CulkriL's, fla tioncd at moderate 

tlifl:.LllCC' l and unfufJH:cl..:d hy the enemy. 

Ii.Lrcarrahs., Pt:Oll ~ , Jubby- mt'n.:h,Ults, :wd 

Sepop. wc:'~ ,LlJu confl,lotly tr.l.ycrfing all 

rarts of the e Lemy's countryj others, can-y

ing dilju tchcs to i\IJdl,L<' and the [onthern 

pro\"iLlc t: ~ , to Tra\'.lncorc, to Corhin, to the 

l\tJ.l.lbar R. ! ;jh~ , to Ccn cr:Li i\j,u..lcuu at Can

oanort', to Colonel c'LLlLpbdl at l'v1.mg,liore, 

and to the Rdidency at Telicherry. Thein .. 

tellibenee of every individual was carefully 

regillered, and tended to confirm or to 

refute the various intimations conflantly ar .. 

riv~ng:. 13y thefe means, during many 

months of continued marching through a 

country },lmoft unexplored, we neycr once 

.. Cl.ijeant ate ,hide: lr3fet. refcmbhnt tile p.pyru., 
"' wbieh lbe Gtntoo, IIrmc. 
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failed in our fupplics, nor did any material 

incident e[cape our knowledge. 

Thc difcretionary powcrs with which 

your Board invdteu me, rendereu it my 

peculiar duty to coltlidcf the moue of waf

fare moll. likely to clifirc{; the enemy. The 

fyftem of a war in Inuia, which is to depend 

on field operation!;, mu{\. ever be expofctl to 

difappointmcnt. In the w:u of J 767, 

General 1. Smith pur[ucd Hyt]cr's army in 

a fcrics of rapid marches, ill orJcr to bring 

him to a decifiyc aCtion j but Hyder, after 

leading him through the Myfore country ill 

various directions, marched paft our army 

to Madras 'f, .tnd intimid:ttcd the Govern ... _ 

ment into a difrcputable treaty. 

It was obvious that our circumtlanccs did 

not admit of war on {uch conditions: that 

{hong forts muft be reduced, territeries pof-

• Rcrore mu e\'cllt lock place. GrDerai J. Sta.ith " .. 
tulrd 10 the p~adeDcy. and tile army "'" commaaded. 
b,. Coload fitzgerald. 

fclTed, 
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fdred, their magazines and revcnues rendet'

cu rrodu(tivc; and that we mull. proceed by 

unexpectcd firidcs, to fuch pofitions as might 

prcfen·c a communication with our own 

pro,·iIiCCS, forming at the fame tim e regular 

fiages towards thc capital of M yfofe. This 

impb ..:J thJ.[ \VI:: ,verc to .. 11.1 on the priflCiples 

of a bclicging army, to make lodgments 

as we auvJnecJ, and fiiH to prefs forward; 

to di.minifh the rereu rees of the enemy, 

while we incrcakd our own; to oblig..: him, 

either to fuffer us to proceed ulllnolcfied in 

the profecution uf (lpcr .. aioa~, of whil.h the 

the ulrimJtc obJcc1 \\".15 the overthrow of 

his government, or elfe to compel him, in 

the obftruaion of thefe proceedings, to 

afford us the wiillCd-fQr opportunity of a 

clore engagement in the field. Such was 

the fyftem on which I prapafed to act. 

trufting t~at the inefficiency of the oppofttc 

or field fyfiem, as evinced in the couduCl: 

of the war of 17671 and in the late Carnatic 

W¥. would be held futlici~t iQ induce " 
change 
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,ch:mbe of mcafurcs j for an army conll:ituted 

3S Hyder's, \\ ith a fupcr:\bundance of 

cleph.\nt~, camels, bulloch, and caxalry, 

mnO: ollt_ll1:m;h..ln a.rmy formed of infantry 

like om~,-ullqualilicd hy principle ;:md 

fllrln:l.ti on to commit the lh:vaflation of a 

Maraua or I'vI~'li Jr(:an army. Our field 

operatiuns arc neitl]er .alarming to the 

enemy, nnr pmduCl:i\c of adv.llIt..lge to our 

(JWH rallfl' ; .ll1tl Olll' ron.cs, when conrti. 

hned for lidd operati ons only, paCs through 

a country, amI leavc no vdligc of their 

[en.' ices. 

On the fOUlth of Oaohcr I fcprcfented 

our aiJrmillg [Ituation, in cafe Tippoo 

Sultaun fhoutd leave us long in a fiate of 

unccrt.linty; and added, that to remain 

upon the frontiers, in expectation of events, 

would be impoffihte, for we could not hope 

to procure more than a month"s proYifion 
within the diftriCl:: that to fall back upon 

the Company' a fouthcro poffeffions, would 

fruftrate 
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frufl ratc your intentions, and exhauft the 

proJucc of thofe countries. Bcfidcs, fo large 

an army unpaid and unemployed, is ever at 

the mercy of the firO: incident that may 

Clccafian difeantent. Thefe conflderations 

induced me to ldli cir from your Lardfhip 
.H Ld llLc BO,IIJ, ~ l.ttituul.! or purveyance, 

e\'en in the cncm) '.., cpuntry, in c.de his 

protraction:. fhoulJ cnd.lLlgt.: r the f..tfdy of 

the troops, fa Lritic:dly fituJ.tcu. 

On the Iixtecnth of n ... 1.obcr the army 

mlrchcd towJ.rd :.. })lll)', about thirty 

milcs {outll of DJ. r,lraram, in arch:r to put 

the renter of Dindigul's family in poflcffion 
of their inheritance, or petty R<1jahlhip of 

Pyioy. Thc.y atfurcd me of gr.lin and 

cattle at that j)iJcc j and thi:. WilS the 1<Ill; 

refource we had to expect, without 

advancing into the enemy's country, or 

falling bact on the {outhern pro\'inces. 

MoA: fortunately, while imprdfed with the 

approa.ch of thefe impending diliiculties, an 

official 
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official letter from Men: Frith and Patter .. 

fon, members of tllC rcfidency of Tcli .. 

cherry, informed me of are-commence

ment of hoflility, on the p.ut of Tippoo 

Sultauo, ::t~ain(\ l\lan~alorc. I eonfequcnt_ 

Iy held myfdf bound by your infirudiollS 

of the eighteenth of Au~un, to take imme .. 

diate meJ.fllTc~ to Tch::nt the infraaion. 

On the eighteenth of OElcbeT it became 

my dllty to inform your 13oJ.rd, of the 

cmbJ.rrJ.ninellt s under which we laboured, 

and to intimate my intention of moving 

in full force to the wdlward. The imme.

diate ol'Jen of this movement was the 

ft'lief of M311l!alorc: the ultimate objed: 

was, the rcduction of Hyder's family, or 

at leaR the attainment of a re[peClabJe 

accommodation. Our expeCtation of Ie

Heving Mangalore, by an actual appear

ance before the place, was ~ceedjDgly 

remote; for we had not le{s than 500 miles. 

of an enemy's country to travcrfe. There 

appeared 




