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tained it by courage and exploit. We
eftablithed over the Afiatics an afcen-
dency founded on fuperior energy and
fkill in every mental and bodily exer-
tion,

Whether it be for the intereft of England,
every circumftance confidered, to retain
her Indian poffeflions, is a queftion too
intricate and important for me to determine;
but it appears an irrefragable truth,
that if we are to exifl at all in India,
it muft be in the charalter of a great,
warlike and territorial power

a power
at all times able to exalt our allies, and
to deprefs our enemies. We may farther
venture to affert, that if any other {yftem be
adopted, it will in fa@ prove an abfolute
furrender of that country.

'The means by which it is yet conceived
practicable to reform our civil and military
eftablithments having been exprefled at large
in my annexed correfpondence with the

Board,
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Board, it id unneceffary to enumerate thém
at prefent : one thing however is indifputa=
ble, that if Government hope to preferve a
fhred of their Indian empire, not 2 moment
mutft be loft in correCing the alarming out=-
rages under which it labours ;—in removing
thofe caufes of diffention that threaten its
exiftence ;—in reforming thofe abufes, civil
and military, by which its ftrength has been
wafted,and its power decayed ; and in bring-
ing every man, meafure, and refource, of
thofe diftra¢ted fettlements, into one decided
point of obedience, co-operation, and effect.

Could we flatter ourfelves, that there is
yet vigour, union, and integrity enough
in the nation, to atchieve fuch a re-efta-
blithment, it would not be chimerical to
indulge the moft exalted expetations.—
The intrinfic value of thofe poffeflions
would then be fully knownto us. We
fhould then recognife the ineftimable be-
nefits, of which an equitable and' united
Government could render them produc~

F 4 tive
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tive beyond all aggregate refources in the
Britith empire. The countries fubje& to our
influence under any adminiftration that did
not openly cherifh difcord, and exult in mal-
verfation, would yield an annual revenue
of 10,000,000/ fterling, and would increafe
in value with every fubfequent improve-
ment. The manufatures of thofe countries,
if at all encouraged, would afford employ-
ment for the whole commercial ftock of
En‘ghnd. The fhipping* engaged in that
trade would fwell into a formidable arma-

® At prefent the Indha thips are mere trading veffels,
without force, difcipline, or defence; and in time of war
are indanger of falling a prey toevery well-armed privateer.
But the flighteft obfervation muft fuggeft, that they ought
to be all conftruéted on the principle of two-deckers, as the
Dutch Indiathips are , and, improving on that model, that
they fhould be well armed, completely manned, and fub-
je@ 1o naval officers under the article of war. In thacevent,
whenever they had their war complements and inftru@ions
on hoard, they would form a flect fuperior toany probab'e
attack, If it thould ever be judged expedient to build
fhips of force in India, a whole navy might be confiruied
at Bombay, and at other places on the Malabar coaft,
where Tock timber aboupds,

ment
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ment for the national defence. The re-
fources or finance of thofe ecftablithments,
where 1000/, can hardly be raifed at this
moment, might be fixed on fo fecure a
bafis as to fupport a pile of public credit,
more wonderful than that of London or
of Amfterdam, and enriched by a circula-
tion more extenfive than the whole cx-
change of Europe.

To crown the feries; were it poflible
for us ever to be confiftent, ever to be
upright, ever to be trufted, or ever to be
truft-worthy in the EFaft; I may venture
to affert, that the idea fuggefled in my
annexed letter to the Board, of granting
permanent fupport to thc Gentoo intereft
throughout the Peninfula, in oppofition to
their invaders and oppreffors, would unal-
terably attach the great mafs of the inha-
bitants to our caufe, and leaving their
native Rajahs in the full interior dire&ion
of their diftri¢ts, would afford us a volun«

tary
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tary contribution more than fufficient to
defray the whole ordinary and contingent
charges of our Indian eftablithments.
An efficient re-efpoufal of the caufe and
interefts of the great Mogul, and of the
Muffulmen who predominate north of the
Peninfula, is by no means incompatible
with that fyftem, and in the prefent ftate
of the northern countries, would render
us the immcdiate Paramounts of Indoftan.

Thus, my Lord, I have prefumed to lay
before you a fort of Mofaic tablet of our
paft proceedings and prefent ftate in India.
The component parts are not fitted and
difpofed with the fkill and ingenuity of
a profeflfed artift; they are only pafling
{ketches, whofe utmoft effe¢t will be pro-
duced, if they exhibit to your nice difcern-
ment, any juftnefs of perfpeftive or accu-
racy of delineation. In the whole courfe
of my obfervations I have endeavoured to
reprefent men and things in their true pro-

2 portions,
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portions, and to place them in their relatiye
pofitions. Having freely exprefled my fen~
timents on points of fuch importance to
the Britith Empire, I fhould not take the li-
berty of fubmitting them to your Lordfhip’s
infpe@ion, were I not perfuaded that they
convey a faithful portraiture of the fubjet
in its real afpet; and that they tend to
confute the fallacies of fome former pro=-
duGtions, which feem pencilled by a
biaffed hand, to miflead the national judg-
ment, and deceive the public eye.

With every fentiment of attachment and
refpect, Ihave the honour to be, &%,
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LETTER IL*

To Lord MACARTNEY and the SELECT
ComMITTEE of Fort St. GEORGE.

MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN,

EFORE I embark for Europe, allow

me to exprefs my beft acknowledge-
ments for the approbation with which you
have diftinguithed me, fince I have had
the

® This Letter was begun in India, and it was my with
to have delivered it as a fort of campre remdu to the Board
of Madras, before mydepartare from that country. Having
been prevented however by unavoidable bofinefs and
fevere illnefs, from fulfilling my intention, I left a copy
of it at the Cape of Good Hope, to be forwarded from
thence to Fort St. George ; but thatcopy had not reached
Madras
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the honour to command the troops and
garrifons fouth of the Coleroon.—Permit
me farther to obtrude on your Lordihip
and the Board, a bricf relation of my
proceedings in the command of the fouthern
forces, and of other incidents material to
the welfare of your fouthern territories,
Independently of an impulfe to ftate the
particulars of my condu& while entrufted
with a public charge, I cannot think of leav-
ing India, without prefenting to you in
one view the merits of the fouthern army

the difficulties under which it laboured,
and the fervices it has performed.—I flat~
Moadras when Lord Macartney failed from thence. Since
that ime 1 have made many alterations and additions, full
preferving the form of addrefs in which the Letter was
originally written. This circumftance has betrayed me
ing feveral violations of official propriety, in explaining
to the Board various incidents and local particulars, wath
which they were previoufly acquainted ; but without a de-
wil of this natare, the work could hardly have been ren-
gered intelligible to the gencrality of Ewapean readers,
In its prefens form, a copy bas been fent 10 the Court of

Direflors, that it may be forwarded to Fort St. George,
in order to be entered on the records of that prefidency.

ter
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ter myfelf alfo, that the circumflances in
which I a&ed, enable me to form an unbi~
affed ftatement of 1efources as they exift in
thofc fouthern countries, of embarrafiments
as they have been felt, and of tranface
tions as they have been conduéted ; afford-
ing at the fame time, well-grounded hopes,
that, by fpeedy meafures of reform, what
is benefidal may be improved, and what

is amifs may be corrected *.

To introduce more diftinétly the narrative
of military proceedings that occurred during
my command T, it may be neceflary to foli-
cit your attention to a detail of the misfor-

* The efforts made by Lord Macartney's government
to reltore the fafety of the Southern Countries, were exem-
plary and fuccefsful ; but the confufion 1n which the wae
and other circumftances had involved thofe territories,
rendered it mmpraficable 1o carry into immediate execu.
tion a complete and general {yftem of reform.

4 I proceeded to the Southward in O&tober 1782, in the
command of the King’s troops on that flation ; and in May
3783 was appointed to focceed Colonel Ling, o ehe
general command of the forces fouth of the river Co-
lesoan,

tunes
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tuncs which previoufly to your Prefident’s
arrival inIndia had almoft entirely exhaufted
the refources and ruined the inhabitants of
every diftrit fouth of the Coleroon.—Your
polleflions in that quarter are of fufficient
magnitude and value to call forth the moft
vigorous endcavours for their protetion;
but fuch was their condition when you al-
fumed the government, that, without your
opportune attentions, they muft inevitably
have been fevered from the Englith domi-
nions.

Thofe territories, in my opinion, had not
obtained their due fhare of eftimation
under any former Government : divided
into various diftricts, held by different
tenures, and occupied by tribes at variance
with each other, many parts of them
remained uncultivated, and almoft unex-
plored, Nor was it prafticable for the
moft enlightened of your fervants, to form
a juft’ appretiation of thé benefits they

afford,
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afford, until, by the affignment of the Nabob
of Arcot's revenues to the Company, you
were invefted with the internal manage-
ment of thofe countries *,

From the river Coleroon, their northern
boundary, which divides them from the
Nabobthip of Arcot, to Cape Comorin,
the fouthern extremity of the Peninfula,
is not lefs than 300 miles; and from the
fea which forms their limits on the eaft,
to the countries of Caroor and Dindigul,
belonging to Tippoo Sultaun, and the Ra-
jahthip of Travancore, upon the weft, is
on an average ‘at lealt 150 miles. Imme-
morial mifmanagement, and late dilafter,
bave hitherto rendered thofe countries un-
produdive ; but under a fyftem in any

* The affignment was concladed in the end of the yoat
1781, beiwecen Mshomed Ally and Lord Muacartney’s
government. Previoufly to that arrangement, the Com.
pany’s fervants were not allowed to interfere in the territos
‘m % dlht Nabeb.

G degree
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degree permanent, and founded on the
cquitable principles that have hitherto
direted the conduét of your Lordfhip and
the Board, they would undoubtedly yield
an annual revenue of 1,000,000/ fterling.

Of thofe territories, the Rajahfhip of
Tanjore is the moft fertile * ;—it is watered
by a multiplicity of ftreams, which by means
of embankments and refervoirs, are diverted
into every field ;—it annually affords two
or three luxuriant crops of rice ;—the forefts
abound with valuable trees;—the coun-
try is overftocked with fheep and cattle ;—
and formerly teemed with .an induftrious
race, who were expert in agriculture, and
habituated to manufa@ute :—while fuch
arc the natural benefits it enjoys, that no
fpot upon the globe is {uperior in produc-
tions for the ufe of man.

®* The following geographical remarks, which have

been iaferied fiace the Letter was originally writeea,,
would have been fuperiuows, 1f meant only for the Board.

You
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You are well apprized, however, that
from the eftablithment of the reigning
family of the Maratta race in 1765* to
the prefent period, there has been fuch
progreflive diminution of cultivation, that
the annual produce of late years is lefs by
fifty per cent. than it was a century ago,—
As Europeans never interfered in the ma-
nagement of that country, and as it hag
been feldom ravaged or invaded, its decline
muft be attributed to the malverfation
of its Maratta or Gentoo adminiftration :
but even in its impoverithed ftatet,
ufed to produce, before the late war, about
feventy-five lacks of cullums of rice, worth
about eleven lacks of pagodas, or 440,000/
fterling :—of this, 160,000/ was paid as
tribute for your prote@ion, agreeably to
the ftipulation of 1776, after the laft fiege

® The country of Tanjore contained 5753 towns and
villages at the time when the Marata government was

eftablithed.
+ See the angual fiatement of Tanjore produce, in the

Appendix,
G2 of
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of Tanjore, when the Rajah became a tri-
butary of the Company.—The difficulties
that occurred in reducing that capital, the
ftrength of the works, and obftinacy of
the defenders, evince its importance in a
military view *:—neither do the inferior
forts, and the rivers, rice fields and embank-
ments that interfe¢t the country, afford lefs
eminent advantages in the moment of
invafion.

The ftate of Tritchinopoly, extending
from the weftern limits of Tanjore along
the Coleroon, which divides it from the
Carnatic on the north, till it reaches Tip~
poo’s dominions on the weft, near Caroor
and Dindigul, including a range of fifty
miles by forty, is circumfcribed on the
fouth by the country of Tondiman, and
by the woods of Nattam inhabited by Col-

® Tanjore was fuppoled to contain 100,000 inhabitants
previoully to the deftrulion that followed Hyder’s irs

nptlﬂn.
leries.



ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 8¢

leries.~Though lefs valuable than the coune
try of Tanjore, the vicinity of the Cole~
roon ftill renders it extremely produttive
of rice. Under the Nabob Mahomed Ally’s
management, the cxpences of collection
abforbed the greater part of the revenue
arifing from this territory, which is at pre~
fent let to a renter under the aflignment of
the Nabob's revenues to the Company for
about ten lacks of rupees, or 100,000/
In profperous times, however, it poffefles
the means of extended cultivation, and con-
fequent increafe of revenue. The fize and
fituation of the city, the abundance of fub-
fitence in the diftri@, and the long refidence
of the Nabob Mahomed Ally’s fecond fon
the Ameer Ul Omrah at that place, have
rendered it the favourite eftablithment of
the Muflulmen to the fouthward of the
Coleroon. The two great Pagodas of Jum-
bakiftna and Seringham, on the adjacent
ifland of Seringham, command the venera-

tion of Gentoos ; while every fpot on that
G 3 ifland
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ifland on the oppofite or northern fide of the
Coleroon, about Semiaveram and Volkon-
dah, as well as on the plains of Tritchino-
poly, are recorded for the bloody contefts of
ChundaSaheb, Aftruc,Clive, and Lawrence,
and mark with claffical reverence the fcene
of thofe atchievements. But above all, it
becomes important in a political and mili-
tary view, as the ftrongeft and moft ad-
vanced garrifon upon your frontiers towards
the territories of Myfore, and the beft po-
fition for cantoning your army, in order to
menace that power *.

The country of the Colleries, including
the territories of Tondiman, Mellore, and
Nattam, extends from the fea-coaft to the
confines of Madura in a range of fixty
miles by fixty-fivet. With the exception of

fome

# §ee my Letter to the Board, dated the 26tk of April

1784. ;
t Tondiman is lels uncuhtivated than his neighbears,
and has at all dgpes proved himfelf the moft faithful ad-
herent
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fome f{pots which have accidentally been
cultivated, it is overgrown with thickets,
and inhabited by favage tribes. Before that
country can be rendered valuable, the
woods muft be cleared, the ftrong holds
occupied, and the Colleries compelled to
relinquith their predatory habits: for, in
its prefent condition, fertile tras are loft
to cultivation, and the wild inhabitants,
amounting to 30 Or 40,000 men in arms
under different Chiefs, are ever ready to
increafe the public danger in the moments
of hoftility.

The territory of Shevigunga, or the Lit-
tle Marawa, ftretches from the fea-coaft
on the eaft, to the diftricts of Mcllore and
Madura on the weft, and from the country
of Tondiman and the Nattam Colleries

herent of the Nabob and of the Company. The father of
the prefent Chief, by his firmnels and attachment, in the
days of General Lawrence, fupplied the force at Tritchi-
mopoly with provifions, at a time when their caufe feemead
defperate.  And the Nabob, fenfible of the obligation,
ever afterwards exempted him from tribute. )

G s upon
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upon the north, ta the territories of the
Great Marawa on the fouth; containing
about fifty miles in length and forty
in breadth. The foil in general is un-
friendly to the growth of corn, though not
quite deftitute of running fireams. or arti-
ficiul rcfervoirs; but the country is over=
grown with thorns and bufhes. The
woods of Calicoil extend nearly forty
miles in circumference.  They are fe~
cured with barriers, and other defences
around the fort of Calicoil, which is fituated
in the centre of the thickets, and conlidered
as a refuge from exa@ion or invafion,
Thefe woods, and the furrounding country,
abound with fheep ang cattle : —the inha-
bitants are numerous, and can bring
12,000 fighting men into the field, armed
with fwords, pikes, fpears, and firelocks.
Though lefs ‘batbarvus than the Colleries
their neighbours, ‘yet arts and-induftry-have
made little progrefs among them. The

country
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country 'is capable 6f great improvement,
but at prefent hardly yields more thanfiva
lacks of rupees to the Rajah, who pays
one lack and 735,000 rupees to the Nabob
of Arcot*. The Rajah is of the Taver
family, and a-defcendant of the fovereigns
of the Great Marawa, from which Shevi~
gunga was feparated at novety diftaht periods
At the redu@ion of this territory in 1973
by General Jofeph Smith, the Rajah having
been killed, his widow, then with child,
and fome of the leading people of the
country, efcaped into the Myfore domi=
nions, and there lived under the proteion
of Hyder Ally, until the commencement
of the late war. During that period, the
country was managed by a renter; and, iw
quiet times, the people acknowledged themd
felves to be tributaries of the Nabob Maho«
med- Ally. But:while, their woods and
barriers are fuffered to femaim, their difafe

® Mashomed Ally,
fection
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fettion may be dreaded on the firft profpe
of their profiting by difturbance.

The Great Marawa, or Rajah of Ram-
nad, occopies a country hfty miles in
length, and thirty in breadth, extending
from the boundaries of Shevigunga and
Mellore upon the north, to the fea upon
the eaft and fouth, and to the confines of
Tinivelly on the weft.—Nature has been
little more propitious to this principality,
than to that of Shevigunga; yet arts and
induftry have made fuperior progrefs,—
The country is well peopled, the inhabit-
ants are civilifed, and the villages full of
weavers, who manufalure the cottons pro-
duced by the adjacent lands, The city of
Ramnad, where the Rajah ufually refides,
is large, and refpeCtably fortified. The
feawcobft is fkirted with a track of open
woodiand, that -fheiters innumerable herds
of catfle. 'The revenues are equal to five

lacks of rupees a year, and the tribute to
the
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the Nabob is one lack and 75,000 rupées.
The redution of the country in the year
1773 by General Jofeph Smith, and a garri-
fon of the Nabob's troops conftantly fta-
tioged in the capital, have deprived the
native prince even of perfonal freedom.
Still however he is venerated by Gentoos,
on account of his high defcent, and.as the
guardian of the facred waters and Pagoda

of Ramiferum.

I come now to the ftate of Madura,
bounded by Mellore on the eaft, by the
Nattam Colleries on the north, by the
country of Dindigul, belonging to Hyder,
onthe weft, and by Tinivelly on the fouth.
Its territory is not mare than forty-five miles
in length and thirty-five in breadth, and its
annual revenne is diminithed to 34,0004
When the Gentoo Rajah Trimalnaigue
reigned there in the laft century, his terri=
tories extended over many parts of the
fouthern countries His treafures were

great,
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great, and the monuments of magnificence
left by him, which are hardly furpaffed in
any age or country, ftill remain a melan-
choly contraft with prefent poverty and de~
population. The gallant refiftance made by
Mahomed Iffoof, when he difclaimed al-
Jegiance to the Nabob Mahomed Ally, is a
fufficient proof that when the works are in
repair, this place may be defended againft
the moft powerful Indian enemy; while its
vicinity to the country of Dindigul, belong-
ing to Tippoo Sultaun, renders it a pofition
of capital importance in the event of any
future operations againft that power.

The laft but not the leaft confiderable
of your fouthern territories is Tinivelly,
which is divided by a ridge of inacceffible
mountains on the north from the wild val-
leys of Watrap and Outumpollam belonging
to Tippoo Sultayn. It firetches to the con-
fines.af Madura and Ramnad on the north-

ok and eaft, reaches to_ the (ea upon the
9 fouth,
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fouth, and borders on the weft with the
Rajahthip of Travancore, both terminating
near Cape Comorin:  Its furface is generally,
flat from the fea coaft, till it approaches
the mountains on its northern boundary.,
Nature has been peculiarly bountiful to
this province :—The rivers by which it is
interfe@ed, enfure luxuriant crops of rice,
and the drieft parts yield cotton in abun=-
dance. The produltions that enrich the
neighbouring ifland of Ceylon would flourith
here, and might render us the rivals of the
Dutch in the cinnamon trade: but the
particular tenure under which Tinivelly
has been held, the convulfions it has
endured from the firft intrufions of the
Muflulmen in the courfe of this century,
and the depravity of its rulers, have
counteraéted the benefits of nature. Evea
when a native Rajah governed this pro=
vince, the flat and opem country only
was reduced, and was let for fpecific
fums to ‘great rentems, who were invefted

with
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with defpotic powers, and haraffed the
peaceful fubje& ; while various leaders,
pofiefling confiderable territory, maintained
armed force, and withheld their ftipulated
tribute on the firft appearance of difturb-
ance. Thefe chiefs, who at prefent amount
in number to thirty-two, are capable of
bringing 20,000 brave though undifciplined
troops into the field; they have alfo for-
tified towns and ftrong-holds in the moun-
tains, whither they rctire in cafes of emer-

geacy-

Befide the territory that thefe chiefs, who
as well as their fubjets are called Polygars,
poflefs under the range of hills that forms
the northern boundary of Tinivelly, many
of them hold ample tracks in the flat and
cultivated country. Adverfe to induftry,
they fuffer their own pofleffions to remain
wafte, while they invade each other, and
plundex their induftrious neighbours. Such

it the .dread of thole .ravagers, that every
diftrik
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diftri® in the province has been forced
to purchafe their forbearance by enormous
contributions. In this fituation, you have
rather caufe to wonder that your fuperin-
tendant, Mr. Irwin, fhould have been
enabled to procure fo large an increafe of
revenue, than that the produce of this
country fhould in no recorded period have
born any proportion to its natural advan-
tages.

The preceding obfervations can only be
confidered as a hafty outline of the Com=
pany’s poflefions fouth of the Coleroon ;
which, in extent, are nearly equal to the
Carnatic ; but in point of foil, water, fitua-
tion, and capability of improvement, fur~
pafs any diftri under your control.

The calamities with which the invafien
of Hyder Ally in 1781 overwhelmed tHe
Carnatic, fell heavily upon the fouthern
countries. No fooner had the multitudes

9 under
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under that ravager poured down from the
mountains of Myfore, than defolation ex-
tended acrofs the Coleroon. Thoufands
of his plunderers overran the countries
of Kivelore, Tanjore, Tritchinopoly, and
Madura. A moft luxurian{ crop, with
which the ground was at that time co-
vered, was inflantly fwept off, and every
water-dyke and embankment totally de-
ftroyed. The inhabitants who efcaped the
{fword, fought fhelter in the forts; where,
adding mifery to diftre(s, they perithed
in the ftreets; while the whole country,
laid wafte by fire and fword, exhibited
the fad reality of a general conflagration.
At length .Hyder, having left nothing
to deftroy in the Carnatic, and “regardlefs
of our force, which from the time of Colo-
nel Baillic’s defeat had never ventured
from its encampment near Madras, re-
folved to lead in pcrfoh his viGtorious army
to the fouthward. After remaining fome
weeks encamped within random fhot of

Tan_; ore,
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Fanjore, he proceeded to inveft Tritchino-
pely, and threatened to fill up the ditch
with his Moormen's flippers. The repeated
checks fuftained by the Company’s troops
in that quarter, the corps that Hyder had
cut off, and the forts he had reduced, fpread
fo general a confternation, that the im-
portant and defencelefs garrifon of Tritchi-
nopoly feemed ready to furrender. In that
event the fouthern countrics muft have
fubmitted to his power, had not the repulfe
of Sir Eyre Coote’s army againft Chilum-~
brum elated Hyder with the hopes of
defeating the only force that could endan-
ger his conqueft.  This induced him to
renounce more folid, though lefs brilliant
profpects, and to fight the battle of the
1ft .July 1781 at Porto Novo,

Notwithftanding his ill fuccefs in that
cngagcmcnt and his perfonal ablence from
the fout!‘iward our aﬂiurs in that quarter
ftill remained in great confufion. The Tan-

H jore
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jore country was occupied by the enemy,
who fecured its crops and cattle, repulfed
the Company’s troops at Tricatapooly, Put-
ticottah, and Trivelore, and confined them
within the fort of Tanjore. There, the
granarics were empty, the Rajah’s fubjeis
difaffc@ted, and he himfclf accufed of nego-
tiating with Hyder, and of introducing
arms clandeflinely into his palace. He
likewife fuffered the whole crops of his
country to be colleted by the cnemy,
while he refifted cvery folicitation to fill
his magazincs, and provide for impending
cvents.

The deféeat of Colonel Braithwaite in
February 1782, and the lofs of his detach-
ment (attacked by a powerful army under
Tippoo Sultaun), would have proved a
deadly blow, had it not been warded off by
the a&ive abilities and conciliating manners
of Mr. Sulivan, to whom the fafety of Tan-
jore and of all the fouthern provinces was

then
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then juftly afcribed. The fubfequent cap-
ture of Colonel Horne, proceeding to the
fouthward from the Prefidency with mili-
tary fupplies, added extremcly to the diftrefs
and embarraflinent experienced at Tanjore,
In the provinces fouth of Tanjore and
Tritchinopoly, the profpe& was not lefs
alarming. The Great Marawa country was
infefted by a hoft of rebels under Maupely
Taver, a relation of the reigning family,
who over-ran the territory, occupied its beft
pohitions, and for many months invefted the

garrifon of Ramnad.

The Little Marawa country was con=
trolled by Perry and China Mordeen, who
after the murder of the late Rajah in 1773,
had fled to the proteCtion of Hyder, and
returning at the time of his invaficn,
maintained the country under his autho=
rity, keeping the infant Rajah a ftate-pri-
foner, and ravaging the territories of the

Company and Nabob.
Ha The
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The diftri@ts of Madura, Mellore, and
Palemery, were fo haraffed with Colleries,
Polygars, and the enemy, that your troops
and fubjets were often attacked within
range of the forts, and the fentries fired at
on the works. All the Polygars of Tini-
velly weie in rcbellion, and clofely con-
neGted with the Dutch government at
Colombo, from whence attempts were me-
ditated, in conjun&ion with them and
with Maupely Taver, to reduce thofc
countries and the Marawa dominions.
Near 100,000 Polygars and Colleries were
in arms throughout the fouthern provinces,
and, being hoftile to Government, confi-
dered public confufion as the only fafeguard
againft puntthment.  To reprefs thefe out-
rages, and to retrieve your affairs in the
prefent exigency, your fouthern force was
inadequate. The tjrcnfury was drained,—
the country depopulated,—the revenues ex-
alted by the enemy,—and the troops undif-

ciplined,
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ciplined, poorly fed, and unfuccefsfully com-
manded *.

The complicated dangers arifipg from
this fituation of the country induced you,
in September 1782, to fend a reinfoice-
ment of Europeans and Artillery to the
Southward, undcr the command of Colonel
Lang. You were led to hope that this de-
tachment, when reinforced by the troops to
be colleted from every quarter of the
South, might have matesially promoted the
views of Colonel Humberftone, who was
then at Paniani, preparing to proceed againft
Palacatcherry, and to penetrate into Coim-

batour, according to the plan fuggefted by
Mr. Sulivan, approved of by your Lordfhip

and the Board, and afterwards carried into

® Such was the flate of affairs to the Sovthward when
Lord Macartney's Government commenced, and for
fome time afterwards authority in mihitary matters was
vefted in Sir Eyre Coote by the Supreme Board; bat
as foon as that authority was reflored to the Governor
and Sele® Committee, they made thg moft meritorious
efforts to provide for the fafety of the fouthern countries.

Hj execution



102 A VIEW OF THE

execution by myfelf. But from a variety
of circumflances it happened, that the
operations of Coloncl Lang were confined
to the redu&ion of Caroor, Aravarcour-
chy, and Dindigul. Being limited in his
movements to thole diftriQls of the enemy,
and to the track between Negapatam, Tan-
jore, and Tritchinopoly, the fouthern coun-
tries continued nearly in their former ftatc
of defolation. Many as the rcprefentations
were that reached your Board on this fub-
jeét, it would have been defirable for you
in perfon to have beheld the malverfations
that had been committed, the mifcrics that
were endured, and the patience of your

fubjeés under unfupportable grievances.

The ravages of the enemy, however,
were by no means the greateft evils that
thofe diftrits had fuftained. There were
inherent and increafing caufes of decline :
cultivation was negle&ted,—the hufband-
men were killed or driven off;—the cattle

were



ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 103

were wild,—and the ficlds were defolate,
Yet over this wildernefs, the Rentcr,. the
Amuldar, the Monagar, the Tefleldar, and
all the inftruments of public exaction, ty-
rannifed with unabating rigour. The forts,
excepting Tanjore, were neglefted and de-
caying ;—the military ftores had been in a
great meafurc expended or embezzled; and
thofe that now remained were ill conftruéed
and worfe arranged ;~—the military Store-
keepers, Grainkeepers, Paymafters and Com-
miffaries, belonging to the civil fervice, were
habituated to difavow any controlling power
in the Commandant of the place ;~—nor
were the exhortations and example of M,
Sulivan {ufficient to corre& the evil. Hence
diforder arofc in thofe dcparrm:znts. The
civil and military, the King and Company’s
officers, werc at variance. The adherents
of the Nabob were loud in their complaints
againft Furopeans, while the Tanjorines
extended their averfion tc all claffes of our
countrymen. The large arrears due to the

H 4 troops,
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troops, and other grievances, rendered 1t
imp1aQicable for officers to maintain {trit
difcipline in their corps; as it required the
utmoft efforts to prevent mutiny among
men, who, brave and faithful as they un-
doubtedly were, could bhardly be blamed
for amour and complaint when 1educed to
procure {ubfiftence by [felling their own
children!

The difcordant powers of the civil fer-
vants in the different departments increafed
the evils already conumerated.  Such was
the extent of thofe cvils, that the ableft
perfons at one time defpaired of retricving
your affairs in that quarter ; nor was it held
pradiicable to maintain the fouthern army
in the field, difpirited by defcat, and
deftitute of refources®.

® No circumftance could tend more clearly to evince
the meritarious efforts of Lard Macartney, than his having
been able to retrieve the fouthern provinces from the
wretched tondition to which he found them reduced on his
acceffion to the Goverament,

Some
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Some preceding incidents, however, prov-
ed the inefliciency of that defenfive fyftem
under which the Carnatic war had been
condued, indicated offenfive operation
as the only means of future profperity,
and confirmed the merit of thofe endea-
vours made by your Lordfhip and the
Board to attack the enemy in his own pol-
feflions*.  On this principle Colonel Hum-
berftone had a&ted on the Malabar coaft.
Hec obliged Tippoo Saib to march acrofs
the peninfula, and to retire with lofs from

* Lord Macartney’s {yfltem of promoting offenfivie ope-
raucans againft Tippoo Sultaun does him peculiar honour g
not ouly on account of the judgment that fuggefted thefe
ideas, and the vigour with which they were carried into
exe.utton 1n moments of great difficulty, and agsint the
opmions of powerful opponents, Bt alfo from the: emi-
pent fuccefs with whith they were atiended.  Pefides
direfting the fouthern army to penetrate into the riched
pofleflions of Tippoo Sultaun, his Lordfhip reinforeed the
Malabar army under Colonels Macleod and Humberitone,
and formed a confiderable farce in the Northern Circars,
under General Jones; thus ditrs@ing the enemy's atten-
tion, and cnabling the Esghfh arms to regain their
afcendency,

the
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the engagement in November 1782 at Pa-
niani*. 'The fubfequent fuccels of Gene-
ral Matthews againft Mangalore, Bedda-
nore, and the principal forts of the adjacent
countries, ftill farther evinced the wifdom
of Mr. Sulivan’s opinions, and of Colonel
Humberftone's operations.  Tippoo was
forced to march from Arcot to Bedda-
nore ; his father’s death in December 1782
having made him crofs the peninfula from
Paniani to Arcot. This event relieved the
Carnatic, and was the firt circumftance
during the war that gave a turn to our
affairs. For the movements and counter-
movements of the Carnatic army, and
even the repeated defeats fuftained by
Hyder, had proved of little ultimate avail
in the decifion of the conteft,

® Jtis impofiible for me to do juftice to Colonel Hum-
berftone asn man and a3 an officer. A narrative of the
fervices he performed in command of the forces on the
Malabar coaft, would afford convincing proof of his dif-
tinguitbed mulitary talents, and add to the regret which

his untimely lofs occafioned in the minds of all who knew
his merits and his charaller.
At
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At this crifis it was fortunate for the
Englifh intercfts, that your Lordfhip and
the Board refolved to dire& the fouthern
troops to make every cffort againft the
enemy. The firft objet of my command
was to augment our field force, by batta-
lions from Tanjore, Tritchinopoly, and Ti-
nivelly. The zealous fupport of Mr. Sulivan
and Mr. Irwin fpcedily enabled me to equip
the army, and to profccute offenfive opera-
tions ; which your Lordfhip and the Board
judged to be effential to the re-eftablithment
of the public welfare.

The high fenfe I entertaincd 6f the
treaty formed by Mr. Sulivan under your
Government, for the reftoration of the
ancient Gentoo family of Myfore, formerly
depofed, and ftill confined by Hyder, was
only equalled by my attachment to the
fyftem of conciliating all claffes of the
natives. This was no lefs congenial with
the general tenor of your condud, than

with
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with the fpirit of Mr. Sulivan’s negotia«
tions, and was requifite to give effe® to
his enlightened views. In fupport of thefe
ideas, the abilities as well as ipfluence of
the Bramins rendcred it effential to treat
them with particular indulgence ; and by
fimilar attentions thc numerous Polygars
of Dindigul were reconciled to our inte-
refts, as has been fully evinced by the
fupplies derived from thofe poffefions while
under our Government.

The dependents of his highnefs the Na-
bob* felt themfcives extremely humbled
by the aflignment of his territory to the
Company. For however eligible and indif+
penfable this meafure might appear on
principles of public neceflity, it could
not fail to deprive his adherents of their
power and fituation, As far as depended

® As the dependents of the Nabob are in general Ma-
Apmetane, this obfervation does not apply to the Gen-
toot, who form the greas body of inbabitants in the N3~

bob’s country.
upon
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upon me I endeavoured to convince them
all, that their wants fhould be relieved, their
rights prote&ted, and their confequence
maintained. They were pleafed to credit
my declarations, and by thefe mcans we
reftrained the diffatisfaction of the inhabit--
ants and native foldiery, smany of whom
arc warmly attached to the Nabob, and were
ready to burft forth in the moft alarming
diforders. The fame principle formed the
rule of my condu&t towards the Rajah of
Tanjore and the other chicfs whofe countries
fell within the limits of my command—
confcious, that all our meafures refpe@ing
the native Princes and their fubjects, thould
be direCted by liberal conceflion and unbi--

affed juftice.

My next endeavour was, in conjunétion
with Mr, Sulivan, to unite all defcriptions
of men in cordial exertions to retrieve the
public interefts, 2nd to enure the troops to
difcipline and enterprife ; without which

they
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they neither could be fubfifted, nor could
we hope for any reputable termination of
our ill-fated conteft. That thefe attempts
have not proved cntircly unprodu@ive of
important public benefits, has been repeat-
edly teftificd by your Board in terms moft
fattering to myfelf.

By the 25th of May, the army marched
from Dindigul towards Daraporam, which
fell to us cn the 2d of June*. That
valuable place affords ample fupplies of

grain

® The particulars of the attack and furrender of chis
place are exprefled in my Letter of the 2d of June,
addrefled to the Governor and Sele@t Committee. One
circumftance deferves to be mentioned. 1n order to prove the
ingenuity of intclligencers in India. When the army en-
camped before Daraporam, it was not practicable to ap.
proach fo vear the fort as to determine with precifion the
moft aduﬁugeoua point of attack; but a Braman Har-
carrah explained every particular refpefting the pofition of
the works, and the nature of the ground adjoining to the
place, in fuch terms as cnabled me to draw 2 plan from his
deicription. The Adjurant General Captain Oram did
the fame, from the accounts of another intelligencer.

On comparing the two plans, thus drawn from verbal
informa-

9
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grain and cattle, is capable of confiderable
defence, and is far advanced in the enemy’s
country, being equally diftant from the two
coafts. Although the pofition of an army
there would always be of eminent advan-
tage, it was more peculiarlgsfo when we
reduced it, becaufe Tippoo Sultaun had
recovercd Beddanore, captured General
Matthews, and invefted Mangalore. The
fouthern army was not in fuflicient firength
to think of maiching to Seringapatam *, and
was fo far from being able to oppofe the
whole power of Tippoo Sultaun, that we
could not even afford to garrifon Darapo-
ram, and were obliged to deftroy the fortifi-
cation. Yet we might affuredly have re-
duced the rich tra& that lies below the

information, we found fuch topographical refemblance
that we marched a body of croops in a2 dark nighe,
croffed & river, and occupied a firong pofition within
400 yards of the fort, from whence we ere&ted our battes
ries and effefted a breach.

#* The capital of Myfore.
noun-
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mountains of Myfore*, which would pro«
bably have forced Tippoo Sultaun to raife
the fiege of Mangalore, and march his main
w againft us; or if Tippoo had perfifted
agait alore, we fhould have amply
fubfifted th , have reduced a valuable
territory, and preparcd for more important

conqucfts.

GCeneral Stuart’s order on the 31ft of
May, to march towards him at Cuddelore
with the utmoft expedition, obliged me
to rclinquith thofe advantages. You
were pleafed to think favourably of my
precautions for the defence of Dindigul,
which was garrifoned with the fixth Car-

* Eatending from Caroor to Combatour, and from
the bostom of the hills to the cocfines of Madura and
Tritchinopoly. A country abounding in every kind of
production for the fupport of armies, and which may be
confidered as a chain of magazines eftablithed by Tippoo
Sultaun for the invafion of the Southern Provinces, in
the fame manner as the Burmaul country may be con-
filered as affordiog him the meams of invafion on the

exk,
natic
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hati¢ battalion; and a body of the Nabuob's
independents®. Bome heavy guns and nvi«
litary ftores were likewife thrown into the
place, and dire@ions given that grain miél‘
be collected, wood prepared, and,otty ef-
fort made to enfure a defp¥fte refiftance.
The fort of Aravarcourchy{ had been de-
ftroyed foon after its reduction ; and, in obe-
dience to your orders refpcéting the demoli=
tion of Caroor], mines were eonftru@ed, and
the works blown up. My inftru@ions to the
fouthern commandants refpecting the diftri-
bution of their troops, and preparations for
defence, likewife reccived your commends

ation.

® Dindigul isfitvated in arichvalley ofthe (amie name,
about fifty miles fouth-welt from Caroor. The rown is
large, aod well fornified y its principal firength confifts in
4 very high and almoft inacceflible rock; on which there is
a fortrefs that might be rendered impregnable: but the
fouthern army took the place by florm in May 1783.

+ Aravircourchy was taken by affault in April 1783.
Abont 500 people were killed in the sttack. - )

t Caroor is'n place of véry confiderable firenpth, fifty
miles from Thitehinopoly, on the frontiers of the Myfore
dominions ; was reduced by the fouthern army in April
1783, after feveral weeks of open trenches, aud contained
great quantities of provifions, flores, and ammpnition.

I On
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On our arrival at Tritchinopoly in June,
the troops were fupplied with grain, the
gun~-carriages repaired, cattle colle@ted for
*the army at Cuddclore, and boats provided
for crofling the Cavery and Coleroon,
which with two intermediate ftreams were
then unfordable. At Munfurpet on the
northern bank of the Coleroon, I received
farther inftru@tions from General Stuart
to march without delay to Cuddelore.
The injunétions of your Board no lefs
pointedly direted me to recrofs the river,
and continue to the fouthward. But you
had been pleafed to inveft me with a dif-
cretional latitude of acting as exigencies
might require ; and intelligence had reached
me that Suffrein’s fquadron had anchored
at Cuddelore, that a difembarkation of
many thoufand men was intended, and
that the Englith army was harafled with
the duty of the trenches. It appeared
therefore to be moft congenial with the
general tenor of your intentions, that we
{hould march towards General Stuart, being

3 confcious
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tonfcious that the public fafcty could have
no exiitence if his army were dcfeated.
Colonel Forbes, who remained in command
of the fouthern provinces, infpired cvery
aone around him with a full reliance on hig
zeal and mihtary talents; and I fhall ever
gratefully acknowledge, that on the firft
communication of thofe procecdings, you
were pleafed to honour me with your

approbation.

Upon our arrival within three forced
marches of General Stuart’s camp, a cefla-
tion of hoftility with the French was
announced, and we rcturned towards the
fouthward *. The fame difpatches intimared
General Stuart’s {uipenfion, and that Ge=
neral Bruce commanded the Carnatic army.
I wrote to Gencral Bruce, offering to make
an unexpe@ted movement againft the fort of
Salem, which fecures the moft important pafs
from the Carnatic into Myfore, and cop=-
tained many months provifions for an army ;
adding, that nothing would be requifite on

& July 1983,
12 the
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the part of General Bruce, but to fend a
force fufficient to garrifon the place, until
he could move thither with the troops from
Cuddelore. The General finding it necef-
fary to reje&t this propofal, we left him to
ftruggle with his difficulties, and proceeded
to Munfurpet.

My intention was to move next day by
Tarriore to reinftate your tributary the
Rheddey in his paternal inheritance, and
to advance againft the forts and magazines
of Settimungulum, Namcul, and Sankerry-
durgum on the north of the Coleroon; from
thence to crofs the river and befiege Erode,
with a view of eftablithing a ftrong garrifon
at that place, and in order to prepare fup-
plies for moving, when fufficiently rein-
forced, againft Seringapatam. But our
expeftatians were dii'appointed by your
intimations of an armiftice with Tippoo
Sultaun,

During the courfe of thefe proceedings,

it was found impraQicable to carry into
exe~
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execution the falutary meafures intended
by your Board, for the re-eftablithment of
public authority in your fouthern provinces,
which unavoidably remained in their for-
mer - confufion. The Polygars, Colleries,
and other tributaries, ever fince the com-
mencement of the war, had thrown off
all appearance of allegiance. No civil ar-
rangement could be attempted without a
military force, and nothing lefs than the
whole army feemed adequate to their re-
du&ion. While fucha confiderable portion
of the fouthern provinces remained in
defiance of the Company’s government,
it was vain to think of fupporting the cur-
rent charges of the eftablithment ; far le(s
could we hope to redyce the arrears, and
to prepare for important operations, in the
probable event of a recommencement of
hoftility. It became indifpenfable there-
fore, to reftore the tranquillity of thofe
provinces by vigorous military meafures,

13 as
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as the only means that could render them
produ&ive of revenue; and in this view,
your wile arrangemecnts for augmenting
the fouthern force, proved not lefs bene-
ficial, than in their influence on the opera-
tions againft the enemy.

You had been pleafed to reinforce us
with soo Europeans and two battalions of
Sepoys under Colonel Stuart, immediatcly
after the fiege of Cuddelore; another de-
tachment of equal firength marched to-
wards us under Colonel Flphinfton. It
was my intention to have joined thofe
corps at Dindigul, in order to a&t againft
Tippoo, in cafe he thould not accede to
the terms propofed; but finding thdt the
detachment couald not reach Ib)i"fldigu‘lr for
many weeks, it appeared eligible to em-
play the intermediate fpace in fulfilling
the obje@s already ftated. In’ concurtence

therefore with the requifitions of Mr.
Sulivan,
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Sulivan ¥, we proceeded to Mellore, in
order to awe the rebellious Colleries of
that diftri®. We left a ftroug body en-
camped there, and marched with the
remaining troops on the 4th of Auguft to
Shevigunga, about twenty miles eaft from
thence. The two Murdeens, who rule
the little Marawa, fled precipitately with
their young Rajah to the woods of Cali-
coil, and colle€ted their force to the
amount of 10,000 men: nor could they
be prevailed on to return to their habita-
tions and truft to my aflurances.

Befides the .immediate difcharge of their
arrears of tribute, I demanded from -their
deputies go,000 rupees, in.compenfation
to the Company for the ravages they had
committed ; and concluded with declaring,
that if thefe conditions  were not fulfilled,
we thould attack their woods, ftorm their

& Refident of Tanjore, and Soperintendant of affigned
revenses of Tritchinopoly and the Marawas,

T4 fort,
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fort, and drive them from -the country,
Notwithffanding the procraftinating fpiric
of Gentoos, they paid near 40,000 rupees,
and gave fecurity for their remalaing debt.

-The lenity and difpatch of this tranfac~
tion (for it was concluded in four days)
affurded a cordial fatisfaction when con-
trafted with the circumftances of the expe=
dition in 1773, againft this very place,
On that occafion the Rajah, trufting to the
woods and barriers that furround the fort
of Calicoil, and expe@ing to conclude the
bufinefs by negotiation, conceived himfelf
in fecurity when the place was furprifed,
and he was killed on the attack. I rejoiced
tp mitigate the rigorous treatment which
the delinquency of the fuceffor, or rather
of his minifters, merited, in confideration
of the feyerities which the predeceffor had
experienced.

There next remained a more impartant
vpdertaking. The numerous Polygass of
Tini-
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“Tinivelly, who had rebelled on the com-
mencement of the war, committed daily
ravages from Madura to Cape Comorin.
They fubdued forts, and occupied diftriéts
belonging to the Circar*®, or held by a
tenure different from their own. Mr.
Irwin, fuperintendant of Madura and
Tinivelly, had repeatedly urged me to
proceed againft the Polygars, in order to
reftore tranquillity and recover the reve-
nues. It was now for the firft time in
my power to dire& my operations towards
that quarter, at a moment when the moft
powerful of the Polygars in confedéracy
againft your Government, and in alliance
with the Dutch, had affembled 12 or
14,000 men, and were altually befieging
the fort of Chocumpetty, a Polygar place
of fome ftrength, below the hills that
form the north-weft boundary of the pro-

vince,

® Circar means the ryling power of the conatry, and
the ducail of it reveniue,
When
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When 1t was determined that we thould
march into Tinivelly, during, the interval
requifite for Colonels Stuart and Elphin-
flon’s detachments to reach Dindigul, my
obje&t was to, firike an unexpeted blow,
and to intimidate the Polygars into fubmif-
fion. Of all the Tinivelly chiefs, the prin-
¢ipal in power and delinquency, excepting
Shevigherry, was Catabominaigue: he was
perfonally engaged at the {iege of Chocum-~
petty, from whence his fort of Pandalam-
courchy, on the fouth~eaft quarter of Tini-
velly, is diftant more than feventy milee,
'The ufual route to Tinivelly pafles by Ma-
duray and the Polygars, hearing of owm
movement towards Shevigunga, expeled
us ia that direcXion, ,To favour this opi-
nion, prowifions for the army were ordered
tobe prepared at Madura; my real inten<
tion was perfe@ly concealed; and we
moved off with the force from Shevigunga,
in the evening of the 8th of Auguft, to Tri-

ﬁéchi:ny‘, a place twenty miles diftant on
the
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the fouthern border of the Mellore country.
We there joined the remainder of the army»
and leaving the feventh battalion and fome
irregulars under Captain Oliver to reftrain
the Colleries at Mellore, procceded next
morning by Pallemery, Pandalgoody and
Naiglapour, and reached the fort of Panda-
lamcourchy on the fourth day, being 100
miles from Shevigunga ¥,

As foon as the line approached the fort,
a flag was fent, defiring the headmen to
open their gates and hold a cdnféerencey
they refufed. The eighteen-pounders werg
thercfore halted in the rear of an embanbr
ment facing the north-eaft angle of the
works ; a hafty battery was conftructed 3
and in three hours we were ready to open
on the baftion. The works were manned
with feveral thoufand ‘people, and every
circumftance denoted an intention of refift-

® Fahrenbeit’s thermometer was frequently above 110
degrees during thefe marches.
aunce.
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ance. It was material to ftorm without
delay, in order to firike terror by difpatch,
and alfo left Catabominaigue with his con-
federate chiefs might haften to obftru& our
operations. We opened on the baftion;
but finding ourfelves retarded by its thick-
nefs, we refolved to breach the adjoining
curtain, and to render the defences of the
baftion untenable by the befieged. They
kept up a conftant and well-direGed fire,
and notwithftanding our wutmoft efforts, it
was dark béfore a pralticable breach was
effe@ted. The attack was therefore deferred
until the moon fhould rife, The ftorming
party confifted of two companies of Eu-
topeans, fupported by the thirteenth and
twenty-fourth Carnatic battalions, and conti-
tiued in the rear of the battery : the cavalry,
the firft, and light infantry battalions, were
pofted at right angles with the other three
falient angles of the fort, with detachments
fronting each gateway, in order to prevent
the beficged from receiving fupplies, or

making
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making their efcape, while the other troops
remained to defend the camp, which was
within random-thot,

Our next obje&t was to remove a ftrong
hedge fronting the breach and furrounding
the whole fort, as is the praftice in the
Polygar fyftem of defence. This danger=
ous fervice was effe¢ted with unufual fkill,
by Enfign Cunningham, commanding the
pioneers; and about ten at night, with
the advantage of bright moon-fhine, the
ftorm commenced. Our troops, after they
gained the fummit of the breach, found no
fufficient fpace to lodgethemfelves; and the
interior wall having no flope or talus, they
could not puth forward from the fummit as
they advanced. The defenders were nu-
merous, and oppofed us fo vigoroufly with
pikes and mulquetry, that we were obliged
at laft to retire and reach the battery, with.
confiderable {laughter on both fides. "Im~
mediate meafures were taken to renew the

charge ;
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charge ; but the Polygars, difpirited with
their lofs, abandoned the place, and fallied
forth at the eaftern gate.

The corps pofted round the works were
fo cxhaufted by the preceding marches,
that many of the fugitives cffeted their
efcape : the reft were taken prifoners. The
breach was covered with dead bodies, and
the place contained a large aflortment of
guns, powder, fhot, arms, and other mili-
tary ftores, which were of courfe applied to
the public fervice: 4c,000 pagodas were
alfo found, and immediately diftributed to
the troops. Your Board were pleafed to
confirm the diftribution, on the footing of
prize-money ; than which no meafure could
more effeCtually tend to animate the army
in our after-operations. Some other fads
refpe&ting thefe tranfattions, and the treaty
between the Dutch Government of Co-
lombo and Catabominaigue (of which the

original was taken in his fort), were referred
to
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to in my letters of the 13th of Auguft, ad-
dreffed to your Lordfhip and the Board*.

Having left Captain Jacobs with five
companies of the 2 5th battalion to garrifon
the plice, 1 proceeded to Palamcottah, in
order to infpec the ftate of that fort; aml
from thence moved with the army by Shan-
kanakoil to Shevigerry. It was hoped that
the reduction of that firong-hold, belonging
to the moft powerful of all the Polygars, in
addition to the fall of Pandalamcourchy,
wouldintimidate the lefs confiderable offend-
ers, and convince the whole confederacy
that their treatment would be proportioned
to their mifcondu. Beflides, the outrages
committed by the Shevigerry Chief were
atrocious, and could not be forgiven with=
out a total furrender of your authority.
He had barbaroufly murdered Captain Gra-
ham Campbell, and cut off a detachment

® Sec the letter of the 13th of Auguf, inferted in the
Appendix,

under
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under command of that officer. On former
occaftons, he had beat off confiderable
detachments, and avowedly prote@ed your
enemies, who thought themfelves fecure
in the fort of Shevigerry. He had cok
leted magazines fufficient to fapply the
Durch force that was expefted from Co-
lombo, as well as to refift the moft tedious
blockade ; for he did not conceive his fort
could be ftormed, and every circumftance
in his conduét marked, that he held him-
felf beyond the reach of military power.

On our arrival before the town of She=
vigerry he retired to the thickets near
four miles deep in front o‘f his Comby *,
which it covers and defends. He manned
the whole extent of a firong embankment,
that feparates the wood and open country ;
was joised by Catabominaigue, with other
affociated Polygars, and mufkered 8 or 9,000
men in arms.

# A flrong-hold in the mountains,

In
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In the prefent inftance lenity would have
been accounted imbecility; but the ap=
proach of Colonels Stuart and Elphinfton
to Dindigul, and Tippoo Sultaun’s refufal
of the propofed accommodation, rendered
me extremely anxious to finith this Poly-
gar warfare, in order to proceed towards
the enemy’s frontiers. The Shevigerry
chief and his affociates were therefore
informed, that we meant immediately to
attack the place, unlefs thcy would cone
vene the Head Polygars of Tinivelly,
amounting to thirty-two chiefs, liquidate
all arrears, and refund the amount of de-
predations committed fince the comimences
ment of the war, agreeably to authenti«
cated vouchers in the different diftri&s.
It was farther intimated, that if they, on
the part of the confederacy, would engage
to pay 120,000/ in lieu of all demands,
their propofal fhotdd be forwarded to the
fuperintendant of revenue (Mr: Irwin),
and on his. acceptance, that the troops

K would
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would be withdrawn, and that they would
be recommended to forgivenefs. They
wifthed to confer with me, but refufed ta
vifit me in camp. As their diftruft arofe
from various outrages committed againft
them by former commanders, inftead of
increafing their apprehenfions by refent-
ment, I propofed to meet them alone and
unattended at their own barrier; adding
that if any accident befel me, it would not
pafs unrefented. The Shevigerry chief,
Catabominaigue, and the depofed Polygar
of Chocumpetty, with a large retinue, met
me in front of their embankment. Before
they finifhed their explanations, it was
dark, and a mufket inadvertently fired in
the rear alarmed our advanced picket, who
thought it was aimed at me. .To prevent
the ill confequences of that miftake, I took
leave of the Paolygars, exprefling my with
to hear of their acceding to the terms
propoled. 'We refrained from hoftility
next day, but finding that they trifled with

our
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our propofals, the line was ordered under
arms on the morning following, and we
made the diftribution of attack. It proved
as defperate as any conteft in that {pecies
of Indian warfare; not only from the
numbers and obftinacy of the Polygars,
but from the peculiar circumftances which
had acquired this place the reputation of
impregnable.

The attack commenced, by the Europe-
ans and four battalions of Sepoys moving
againft the embankment which covers the
wood. The Polygars in full force oppofed
us, but our troops remained with their
firelocks fhouldered under a heavy fire,
until they approached the embankment ;
there they gave a general dilcharge and
rufhed upon the enemy. By the vigour
of this advance we got pofleflion of the
fummit, and the Polygars took poft on the
verge of the adjoining wood, difputing
every ftep with great lofs on both fides.

K2 After
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After reconnoitring, we found that the
Comby could not be approached in front.
We procecded therefore to cut a road
through impenetrable thickets for three
miles, to the bafe of the hill that bounds
the Comby on the weft. The pioneers
under Enfign Cunningham labeured with
indefatigable induflry; Captain Gardiner
of the 1io02d f{upported them with the
Europeans, and Captain Blacker with the
third and twenty-fourth Carnatic battalions,
advanced their ficld-pieces as falt as the
road was deared. Thefe were ftrength-
cned by troops in their rear, forming a
communicatton with thofe in front; for
this purpofle two other battalions were
pofted within thc wood, and as foon as
we gained the embankment, the camp
moved near it, and concentrated our force.

We.continued to cut our way under an
.unabating fire from 8,000 Polygars, who
conflantly preffed upon our advanced party,

2 rufthed
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ruthed upon the line of attack, piked
the bullocks that were dragging the guns,
and killed many of our people. But thefe
attempts were repulfed by perfeverance,
and before funfet we had opened a paflage
entirely to the mountain ; it is extremely
high, rocky, and in many places almoft
perpendicular. Having refolved to attack
from this unexpefed quarter, the troops
undertook the fervice and attained the
fummit. The Polygar parties pofted to
guard that eminence, being routed, after
much firing on all hands, we defcended
on the other fide and flanked the Comby.
The enemy feeing us mafters of the moun-
tain, retreated under cover of the night,
by paths inacceffible to regular troops, and
we took poflcffion of the wonderful recefs,
The particulars refpecting ordnance, ftores
and provifions, found in the place, are
ftated in my letter of the third of Septem-
ber*. We left the third and ninth bat-

® Sce Letter of the third of September, in the Appendix.
K 3 talions
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talions to fecure the magazines, and moved
the army to Shevlepatore within four
marches of Madura, in order to awe the
northern Polygars of Tinivelly.

It was little more than a month fince
we had left Tritchinopoly. Your autho-
rity was re-eftablithed throughout the whole
track that we had traverfed, extending more
than 300 miles: and befides the arrange-
ment with the Shevigunga Rajah, we were
mafters of the two ftrongeft places belong-
ing to the Polygars, We remained fome
time in expeftation of thecir propofing a
general accommodation, but they knew
that Tippoo flill invefted Mangalore, and
that we muft quickly join the force at
Dindigul. This intelligence corroborated
their fpirit of procraftination, 1 therefore
convened the Vakeels*, whom the chief
Polygars had fent to treat with me in
camp, and direted them to inform their

® Vakeels are deputies, agents, or ambaffadorns,
refpe&ive
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refpe@ive principals, that we thould leave
the province on the twenty-firft of Sep-
tember ; adding, that if they did not retura
to their allegiance, I fhould make a vow
to Siven, the Gentoo god whofe attribute
is vengeance, to march back and fpread de-
ftru®ion throughout every poffeflion of
the defaulting Polygars: this declaration
alarmed the whole affembly. My letters to
Mr. Irwin exprefled my regret on leav-
ing the province before any fettlement was
concluded with the Polygars; and in
return he forwarded to me the terms on
which he thought it expedient to reftore
their forts to Catabominaigue and She-

vigerry.

Vakeels from thefe chiefs waited on
me at Trimungulum®, and flipulated, in
the name of their mafters, that they would
pay thirty thoufand chuckrumst each, in

¢ Trimungulum is fifteen miles fouth-weft of Madurs,
1 A chackram is fomewhst lefs than & pagoda.

K 3 lieu



136 A VIEW OF THE

lieu of all preceding claims. They like-
wifc gave their bonds for fifteen thoufand
pagodas, or 6,000/ each, in confideration
of the reftitution of their forts. Obligations
were farther exalted, that the defences of
Pandalamcourchy fhould be demolifhed,
that the guns, flores, and ammunition
fhould be removed to Palamcottah; that
the road which we cleared to the Comby
of Shevigerry fhould continue open ; that
the means of defence fhould be removed
from the place, and that the {fouthern
commandcrs, and the Company’s troups,
fhould at all times be admitted within their
forts and barriers: [ concluded with in-
junétions to obferve a more fubmiffive
condu, if they valued their lives, proper-
ty, or pofterity. As foon as the reftitution
of the forts and prifoners* could poffibly
take place, the third and ninth battalions

* Among the prifoners there was a daughter of Cata-
pominaigue, who, as well as all the others, amounting

e many hundreds, ware weated with the utmoft ateention.
undey
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under Captain Mackinnon, were direéted
to march from Shevigerry, and to join
the force at Dindigul, whither the army
proceeded by the route of Madura.

Your Lordfhip and the Board are not
unacquainted with the unworthy pra&ices
by which the fertile province of Tinivelly
has fuffered fince the difreputable expedi-
tion thither under Maphuze Cawn and
Colonel Heron. Their defeat by the Nat
Coleries near Madura was not more dif~
graceful, than the principles upon which that
and fubfequent armaments againft the Poly-
gars have been conduted. Though clear
ftatements and fpecific charges, lcaving no
retrofpet of exaction, together with fimpli~
city of arrangement, and difpatch in execu=
tion, are the great barriers againft malverfaw
tion, the oppofite of fuch conduét conftantly
prevailed ; until your Lordfhip and the
Board affumed the management of thofe ter-
ritories, nothing was definite=—nothing was

Ol
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concluded ; partial payments were received ;
paft claims were left for future fettlement ;
many months were wafted in fitting out an
expedition, and ftill more in performing
flight fervices. During the whole period of
protrattion, the Renter, the Amuldar, the
Phouzdar, and the European commander,
were rcaping the harveft of corruption, and
fowing for an after-growth of peculation.
The Polygars are fubtle and acute :—they
took advantage of fo corrupt a fyﬁ‘cm;—and,
notwithftanding their internal feuds, they
united againft a common invader. They
adminiftered to the avarice of their oppo-
nent by bribes, and to his paflion for com~
~mand by procraftination. Thus the pro-
vince was impaired,~its cultivation failed,
~—its manufaltures diminithed ;—every new
Colletor and Commander entailed new
evils, and taught the Polygars to confider
their pethcuth® not as a juft tribute to their

® Pefhcath is the fom paid by thofe who pald of  fa-
’ fove-
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fovereign, but as a price to purchafe the
forbearance of opprefors.

The condu@ of Mahomed Iffoof Cawn
deferves to be exempted from this general
accufation. While he ruled thofe provinces,
his whole adminiftration denoted vigour
and effe@ : his juftice was unqueftioned,~—
his word unalterable,—his meafures were
happily combined, and firmly executed ;—
the guilty had no refuge from punithment :
his maxim was, that the labourer and the
manufa&urer fhould be the favourite chil-
dren of the Circar, becaufe they afford
firength and comfort to the public parent;
but that the Polygar and the Collery,
though equally entitled to truth and juftice,
have no pretenfion to indulgence, becaufe
they are the worthlefs prodigals who wafte
their own means and ravage thofe of others.
“ Let them become Zemindars,” faid he,
¢ and cultivate their own lands, inftead of
¢ plundering their induftrious neighbours;

e 113 thm
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¢ then they fhall be cherithed: but while
¢ their habit is idlencfs, and their bufinefs
¢ devaftation, I will treat every one as a
“ public enemy, who wields a pike, or
“ wears the turban of a Polygar.” On
comparing the ftate of that country with
his condu& and remarks, I found that wif=
dom, wigour, and integrity were never more
confpicuous in any perfon of whatever cli-

mate or complexion.

On my arrival at Dindigul, an order of
encampment was tranfmitted to your Board
in two lincs*, containing one European
and three Sepoy brigades, befides four flank
battalions that alled as a {ifth brigade. Our
artillery confifted of f{ixty-five pieces of
cannon with field-ammunition, and 10,000
battering fhot; the engineers’ department
was ftored with befieging tools and other
implements ; the pioneer corps was ftrength-
ened; the cavalry, excepting three troops,
were natives and irregulars; they amounted

® See the annexed Plate,
to
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to 1000 men, and ferved to flank the bag-
gage on the line of march. The Commif=
fary of Stores department, including the
convcyance of artillery, required a nume-
rous retinue of draught and carriage cattle ;
thefe we had for feveral months ufed unre-
mitting efforts to procure ; and by the afs
fiftance of Mr. Sulivan, Mr. Irwin, and Mr,
Johnfton, in addition to our own exertions,
we affembled a greater number of bullocks
than ever were attached to any Linglifh
force in India.

The Agent Vitualler was obliged to cone
vey arrack and provifions for 2000 Euro-
peans. But'the bufinefs of the Grain-keeper
was {till more embarraffing ; where 14,000
fighting men and many thoufand public
followers* were to be 'fubfifted, without
money or other means of fupply, except

& The public followers confit of Lafcars for the tents,

drivers of bullocks, artificers, and doolymen to carry the
fick and wounded,

fuch
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fuch magazines of the enemy as we were
enabled to reduce. It had been the ufage
of Indian commanders to levy duties on all
articles bought or fold in the bazar or mar-
ket of the army. Under whatever fan&ion
this cuftom took its rife, it is an odious tax
upon the foldier for the benefit of his fupe-
I permitted no fuch pradtice.

rior.

Another material obje& was the mode
and order of marching.~~The practice onthe
coaft has been to form the Sepoy corps three
deep, and the Europeans two deep, and then
to move by files with a ftrong advance guard,
and a ftill fironger rear guard, in order to
cover the carts and other wheeled convey-
ances thatfollow the line : the baggage isthen
difpofed of on the right or left flank, ac-
cording to the nature of the ground over
which the army is to pafs, and covered by
a ftrong force, to repel the rapid charges of
the enemy’s cavalry.

It
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It is afferted that many benefits attend
this mode in India; that if the line is at<
tacked on either flank, it is enabled to form
with much celerity by a fimple movement
of converfion ; and that if a charge be made
in front or rear, the corps have only to ad-
vance, or countermarch and form a front to
the attack. But a large army marching by
files is many miles in length, confequently
there is little communication between dif
tant parts of the line; neither can a Coms
mander obferve the whole extent, or know
the ftate of different divifions. If in march»
ing by files, a movement to the front or
rear is neceflary in line of battle or by corps,
much time is loft in the manceuvre, and ja
the precautions requifite in the face of an
enemy. The Carnatic army, adhering to
this principle, have frequently been cannons=
aded many hours before they could form
the line for altion.

To
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To remedy thefe evils I propofed to
form the army into five divifions, and to
difpofc them in fhape of what in another
fcience is called a quincunx. The European
brigade being ufually placed in the centre of
the line, fhould form the centre divifion of
the quincunx, with a Sepoy brigade in
front, another in the rear, and one on each
flank : the battering train and baggage to
move under cover of the divifion leaft likely
0 be charged; and the brigades to move,
not by files, but in columns, and at fuch
diftanccs, that whenever it may be neceffary
to form the line to the front, flank, or rear,
¢he centre brigade, and that which is to
become the right and left wings, may oc-
eupy the whole intermediate fpace. Thus,
#f the line be attacked in front, the centre
-brigade and the two flank brigades immedi-
ately form a line to the front, and the ad~
vance and rear brigades take their ftations
either as a fecond line, as a baggage~-guard

and
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and a referve, or to extend the main line, If
the line be attacked, or if it be mcant to at-
tack on the right or left flanks, the centre
brigades, with the front and rcar brigades,
face to the right and left, and form the line,
while the two brigades that were the flank
divifions on the line of march are pofted as
circumftances may require.  Thus, in every
poflible point of attack, the linc is quickly
formed, the baggage protc@ed, and the
army prepared for alion.

Your inftrucions of the 18th of Auguft
dire¢ted me to remain on the frontiers,
ready to act offenfively, in calc of an infrac-
tion on the part of Tippoo Sultaun ; and for
this purpofe, the army moved to re-oec- .
cupy Daraporam. We found that the ma-
gazines which we left there in June had
been greatly confumed; but there flill
remained a fortnight’s fubfiftence for the
troops.

L From
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From the ultimate obje&t of a movement
to the capital of Myfore, we had never de-
viated. Guns, fhot, and ftores, had been col«
leCted from the fouthern garrifons, and nu-
merous artificers were employed on our car-
riages and conveyance. The zcal of Mr.
Sulivan, Mr. Irwin, and Mr. Hippifley,
had forwarded our views ; and the Rajah
of Travancore had becn folicited for an
advance of flores, in the event of our mova
ing againft the fouthern pofleflions of Tip-
poo Sultaun.  This could not fail to coin~
cide with the withes of the Rajah, which
induced him to fupport Colonel Humber-
ftone on the Malabar coaft during the pre-
ceding year, and to reinforce his army with
feveral battalions.

A conftant correfpondence was alfo car-
sfied on with the Zamorin, or ancient fove-
reign of Calicut, and the other Rajahs on
the Malabar fide of the peninfula who were
difaffe@ed to the Myforean ufurpation ; and

oo
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no circumftance was omitted that appeared
conducive to the important operation which
we had [o carncltly in view: but although
the army had acquired ftrength and cffi-
ciency, yet we potleded not that fulnefs of
equipment which cannot be accomplithed
with an empty treafury. Tanjorc and Trit-
chinopoly had not yet recovered from the
calamities which they had experienced : the
Marawas and Tinivelly were new in their
allegiance. Thofe countries thercfore, far
from affording fufhicient payments for the
army, could hardly be fuppofed competent,
under fuch circumftances, to defray the cur-
rent charges of their garrifons, although the
wife arrangements of your fuperintendants
gave 'us every reafon to expeét a rapid in-
creafe of revenue.

The gentlemen who zealoufly fupplied us
with ftores and conveyance, were obliged
to employ their perfonal credit, trufling to
the future folvency of Government: the

L2 native
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native troops were.twelve months in arrear:
our ordnance, though numerous, was of in-
convenient calibers: the carriages had fuf-
fered by our continued marching : gunney-
bags for carrying rice, copper hoops for
powder-barrels, cordage for dragging the
guns acrofs a country uncxplored by ar-
mies, and various other articles in the Com-~
miflary of Storcs’ department, were defi-
cient indeed, when compared with the fup-
plies that the Carnatic army daily received
from the Prefidency. Above all, the want
of mopey rendered it impoflible to pay the
Head Black Men, who had employed bul-
locks in the fervice for fuch a length of
time, that their private funds were exhaufted,
and their faith in the Company impaired.

During former wars there ever had been
frequent payments to the troops, which en-
abled them to procure fupplies from the
traders and inhabitants, even in the enemy’s
country. Under thefe circumftances, the

con~
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conveyance of many days provifion was not
indifpenfably required: whercas the want
of magazines and moncy left us no fecurity
of fubfiftence, except the grain we could
carry with us, or feize as we advanced : for
this purpofc flatements were procured of
the grain dcpofited within two hundred
miles of our front and flank; and feveral
dred people were employed on that and

other bufinefs of intclligence,

It was farther neceflary, not only to con-
ceal our own intentions, but to difcover
thofe of the enemy; for want of fimilar
precautions, three Englith armics had been
cut off or taken prifoners in India.

As no onc Harcarrah can poffibly keep
pace with the rapid movements of the My-
fore cavalry, confidential intelligencers were
cftablithed at every confiderable town in the
Myfore dominions, as well as in the ene-
my's camp, and in the Durbars of the Ra-

L3 jahs
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jahs inimical to Tippoo Sultaun. On the
firll notice of any wmaterial incident, thefe
intelligencers difpatched fmall cadjeans*,
which were more rapidly conveyed to me
than any horfe could travel, by Tappals or
relays of Colleries, flationed at moderate
diftances, and unfufpeéted by the enemy.
Iiarcarrahs, Peons, Jubby-merchants, and
Scpoys were allo conflantly traverfing all
parts of the e 1emy’s country; others, carry-
ing difpatches to Madias and the fouthern
provinces, to I'ravancore, to Cochin, to the
Mulabar Rujshs, to General Macdleod at Can-
nanote, to Colonel Campbell at Mangalore,
and to the Relidency at Telicherry. Thein-
telligence of every individual was carefully
rcgiﬂcred, and tended to confirm or to
refute the various intimations conftantly ar-
riving, By thefe means, during many
months of continued marching through a
country almoft unexplored, we never once

% Cadjeans are thick leaves, refembling the papyrus,
on which the Gentoos wnie.

$ failed
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failed in our fupplies, nor did any material
incident efcape our knowledge.

The difcretionary powers with which
your Board invefted me, rendered it my
peculiar duty to confider the mode of war-
fare moft likely to diftrefs the encmy. The
fyftem of a war in India, which is to depend
on field operations, muft cver be expofed to
difappointment. In the war of 1767,
General J. Smith purfued Hyder's army in
a feries of rapid marches, in order to bring
him to a decifive action ; but Hyder, after
leading him through the Myfore country in
various direions, marched paft our army
to Madras *, and intimidated the Govern~
ment into a difreputable treaty.

1t was obvious that our circumftances did
not admit of war on fuch conditions: that
ftrong forts muft be reduced, territeries pof-

# Before this event took place, General ]. Smith was
called to the Prefidency, and the army was commanded

by Colonel Fitzgerald.
e L 4 fefled,
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fefled, their magazines and revenues render-
cd produive ; and that we muft proceed by
utiexpected ftrides, to fuch pofitions as might
preferve a communication with our own
provinces, forming at the fame time regular
ftages towards the capital of Myfore. This
imphod that we were to aét on the principles
of a belieging ariny, to make lodgments
as we advanced, and flill to prefs forward ;
to diminifth the rcfources of the enemy,
while we increafed our own ; to oblige him,
cither to fufler us to proceed unmolefted in
the profecution of operations, of which the
the ultimate objeét was the overthrow of
his government, or elfe to compel him, in
the obftrution of thefe proceedings, to
afford us the wifhed-for opportunity of a
clofe engagement in the field. Such was
the fyftem on which I propofed to ad,
trufting that the inefficiency of the oppofite
or field fyftem, as evinced in the condu&
of the war of 1767, and in the late Carnatic
war, would be held fufficient to induce a

change
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. change of meafurcs ; for an army conftituted
as Hyder's, with a fupcrabundance of
clephants, camels, bullocks, and cavalry,
muft out-march an army formed of infantry
like ours,—unqualificd by principle and
formation to commit the devaflation of a
Maratta or Myiforean army. Our field
opcrations arc ncither alarming to the
encmy, nor produdtive of advantage to our
own caufe; and our forces, when confti-
tuted for ficld operations only, pafs through
a country, and lecave no veflige of their

fervices.

On the fourth of O&ober 1 reprefented
our alarming fituation, in cafe Tippoo
Sultaun fhould leave us long in a flatc of
uncertainty ; and  added, that to remain
upon the fronticrs, in expectation of events,
would be impoflible, for we could not hope
to procure more than a month’s provifion
within the diftrict : that to fall back upon
the Company’s fouthern pofleffions, would

fruftrate
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frufirate your intentions, and exhauft the
proJuce of thofe countries. Befides, {o large
an army unpaid and unemployed, is cver at
the mercy of the firft incident that may
occafion difcontent. Thefc confiderations
induced me to folicit from your Lordfhip
and the Bowd, a latitude of purveyance,
cven in the cnemy’s country, in cale his
protractions fhould endanger the falety of
the troops, fo critically fituated,

On the fixtcenth of OQober the army
marched  towards Pylny, about thirty
miles fouth of Daraporam, in order to put
the renter of Dindigul's family in poficflion
of their inheritance, or petty Rajahfhip of
Pylny. They affured me of gruin and
cattle at that placc; and this was the laft
refource we had to expe®, without
advancing into the enemy’s country, or
falling bacj: on the fouthern provinces.
Moft fortunately, while imprefled with the
approach of thefe impending difficulties, an

official
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official letter from Mefl. Frith and Patter-
fon, members of the refidency of Telie
cherry, informed me of a re-commence-
ment of hoftility, on the part of Tippoo
Sultaun, againft Mangalore. I confequent-
ly held my(df bound by your inftructions
of the cightcenth of Augufl, to take imme-
diate meafures to refent the infration,

On the cightcenth of O&ober it became
my duty to inform your Board, of the
embarrafiments under which we laboured,
and to intimate my intention of moving
in full force to the wellward. The imme~
diatc object of this movement was the
relief of Mangalore: the ultimate obje&
was, the reduction of Hyder's family, or
at lcaft the attainment of a refpeable
accommodation. Our expe&ation of re-
lieving Mangalore, by an altual appear-
ance before the place, was gxceedingly
remote ; for we had not lefs than 5oo miles.
of an enemy’s country to traverfe. There

appeared





