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appeared but two pra&ticable movements of
fufficicnt moment to make Tippoo raife
the fiege of Mangalore: the one was, to
move by Coimbatour, Settimungulum,
and the pafls of Gudjereddy, which leads
up the ghants or mountains on which the
kingdom of Myfoie is clevated, directly
to Myforc fort and Seringapatam: the
other was, to move againit Palagatcherry.

The defign I had formed of moving
to Tippoo's capital, with a view of form~
ing a permanent eftablifhment, has been
already ftated.  For this purpofe, an inter-
mediate place of ftrength and refources was
required, to ferve as a magazine of ftores
and provifions for the profecution of our
undertakings, or to fecure a retreat if necef~
fary. Neither Coimbatour, though the capi-
tal of a rich Rajahthip, nor Settimungulum,
nor Ardenclli, which are the principal forts
in the dire& road from Daraporam to the
city of Seringapatam, were of fufficient

ftrength
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ftrength to juftify our trufting any of them
as our main depofit, For the unexpeted
lofs of fuch a magazine, while the army
snight be feveral hundred miles advanced
in an enemy’s country, furrounded by a
formidable force, might have fubjected us
to difafters, of which the Englii ar-
mics, defeated and taken prifoncrs du-
ring the war, were mclancholy remem-

brancers.

Palagatcherry held forth every advantage,
being a place of the firft firength in India,
while its territory afforded a fuperabundance
of provifion*. The mountains that bound
the pafs which it commands, are ftrengthen-
ed by thick forefls and furrounding woods;
and the interfetions of the Paniani river,
through deep rice grounds, concurred to
enable a fmall body of infantry to defend

® Palagatcherry was completely rebuilc by Hyder fince
the war of 17(7 with the Enghfh, and was furnifhed with
all the advantages of European conflrution and defence,

the
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the territory againft any number of horfe.
It farther commanded the only pradi-
cable communication between the coafts
of Coromandel and Malabar, and promyfed
us pofleflion of all the countries from Trit=
chinopoly by Daraporam, in a track of
more than 200 miles.—It opened the
means of fupply from Travancore, Co-
chiny, and other places on the Malabar
coafl.—It afforded confidecnce to the Za-
morin, and other difaffected Rajahs, from
Cochin to Goa, who were flruggling to
fhake off the yoke of Hyder.—It left us at
liberty to difguife our movements, and to
proceed either by the route of Coimbatour
and Gudjereddy, or by Calicut on the
Malabar fea, and the pafs of Damalcherry,
to the fiege of Seringapatam.—It was be-
fides of fuch intrinfic confequence to the
Myfore Government, that the reducion of
it could not fail to weigh effentially in the
negotiations for peace then faid to be in

agitation, and promifed to make Tippoo
Sultayn
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Sultaun raife the fiege of Mangalore in
order to oppofe our further progrefs.

We ac'vanced from Pylny on the twenty-
fecond of Oober, reduced the forts of Cu-
malum, Chuckligerry, and Annamalley, and
paffed through a rich country, abounding
with dry grain*, cattle, wood, andrice ficlds.
At Palatchy the ground attains its higheft
clevation, and the ftrcams run eafl and weft
to the Coromandel and Malabar feas. Du-
ring our whole march through this part of
the country, the flank brigade under Cap-
tain Maitland, moved conftantly in front,
occupied pofitions, and fecured provifions
for the army.

From Annamalley our progrefs became
truly laborious, being obliged to force our
way through a foreft twenty miles in depth,
extending thirty miles acrofs the pafs of Pa«

® Dry prain is that which grows without flooding the

land, cholum, natcheny, cumbo, gram, doll, &ec, whereas
rice requires at certain feafons to be under water.

lagat,
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lagat. Our ubject was to reach Colingoody,
a poft on the weftern fide of the foreft,
within fiftcen miles of Palagatcherry. The
frequent ravines required to be filled up
before it was poffible to drag the guns acrofs
them,—innumerable large trces which ob-
ftruCted the paffage, required to be cut
down and drawn out of the intended track,
and then the whale road was to be formed,
before the carriages could pafs. The bri-
gades were diftribnted to fucceed each other
at intervals, preceded by pionecrs, in order
to clear what the advanced body had opened
for the guns and ftores that were to move
under cover of the rear divifion.

‘While we were thus engaged, ah unre-
mitting rain, extremely unufual at that
fealon, commenced. The ravines were
filled with water,—the paths became flip-
pery,—the bullocks loft their footing,—and
the troops were obliged to drag the guns
and carriages acrofs the whole foreft. I

6 forced
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forced on with the advance to Colingoody,
in order to make the necellury artangements
with the people of the Zamorin, who had
prepared for the future fubfiftence of the
army. The difpofitions of the inhabitants
towards us, and their means of fupply, ex-
ceeded our moft funguine expcflations,
The Zamorin's Vakeel informed the Bra=
mins, that we were friends to their caufe,
and earncft to deliver them fi:om the yoke
of Hyder; that we only withed to receive
the public proportion of the grain, but none
from individuals; and that any perfon be-
longing to the camp who fhould attempt
to plunder, would be hanged in front of the
lines. On hearing thefe dcclarations, they
teftified the ftrongeft fatisfaltion ; and their
confidence incrcafed when they found that
The
rains continuing fourteen days without
intermiffion, the paffage through the fo-
relt became dail.y more diftrefsful, and the
troops were expofed in their whole pro-

M  grefs,

the firft offenders were executed.
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grefs, without the poffibility of pitching
teats, or of procuring for them either cover
or conventence,

Colingoody is fifteen miles from Pala-
gatcherry, and the road lies entirely through
rice grounds, with inteile@ing ridges co-
vered with cocoa and other trees. The
water and embankments neceflary for the
eultivation of rice, render it diffieult for
guns to pafs; and impra&icable for cavalry
to a&. Asfoon as a fufficient force got
through the wood, the advanced corps
moved to the bank™ of the Paniani river,
within random fhot of the works of Pala-
gatcherry, where we took a fecure pofition,
and prepared to inveft the place. My
Bramin Harcarrahs ¥ had executed a model
of the fort in clay, 2 work at which they
are extremely dexterouws ; and on all hands
we had seceived accounts of it that appeared

* November ad.
$ Harcarmbs are puople who give jatsiligence, fiow
seads, ke,
m“
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exaggerated ; but a near infpe@ion of its
firength impreffed me with ferious appre=
henfions that much time might be wafied in

its redutiion.

On the fourth of November, the main body
of the troops, not including the rear divie
fion, arrived at our pofition on the river,
which we pafled next day, and encamped
about two miles eaft from the fort, acrofs
the great road that leads from Combatour.
The engineers’ ftores arrived, and a poft for
them was eftablithed, where all the prepa=
rations for a fiege were colleted. As our
next obje&t was, to circumfcribe the befieged,
and accelerate our approaches, with this
view we occupied the pettah, or open town,
on the caft and north faces of the fort : andon
each of thefe faces carried forward an at-
tack. During the whole period of our
approaches, and in the conftru&ion of our
trenches, parallels, and batteries, the befieged
kept a continued fire om our covering and

M2 working
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working parties. The battering train and
ftores, however, under cover of the fourth
biigade, reached our encampment on the
gth, after a fucceflion of toil that would
appear incredible if recited in detail.

Apprehending mach delay from the
firength of the works, and the obftinacy of
the defenders, efpecially if they fhould force
us to approach by fap to the creft of the
glacis, and to procced from thence by regu-
tar gradations acrofs the ditch, we refolved
at a feafonable opportunity to attempt the
gateway. We found it fo ftrongly flanked
and fortified, that it appeared almoft fecure
from any attaek ; howevei, having no draw-
bridge, we founded our hopes of accelerating
the {iege on this circumftance. We did not
therefore permit any heavy metal whateves
to be fired till the thirteenthy when we open-
ed with twelve guns and four howitzer
from two batteries at 400 yards diftance
From the caft and north faces of the fort,

an¢
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and before funfet the defences were fo

much damaged, that the fire of the befieged
confiderably abated.

The particulars of our attack, and the
furrender of the place during the night,
which are explained at full length in my
letter of the 15th of November, were not
more fortunate than unexpeQed. We
found the fort covered by a refpeQable gla-
cis, with a good covertway; a very broad
and decp ditch, completely reveted ; alarge
berme, and a very ftrong commanding
rampart. The figure of the fort was nearly
quadrangular: the dimenfions of its faces
were 528 feet by 432: each angle was de=~
fended by a capacious round baftion with
nine embrafures, and a baftion of a fimilar
conftru&ion on the centre of cach curtain.
It had only one entrance, pafling through
three gateways, mounted a great number of
guns upon the works, and contained a gar~

sifon of 4000 men.
M3 On
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On the night of the thirteenth, Captain
Maitland, with a part of the four flank
battalions, took the advantage of a heavy
rain to drive the befieged from the covert-
way. Being fo fortunate as to fucceed, he
purfued them within the firt and as far as
the fecand gateway, where he was ftopped,
but maintained his ground with great fpirit
and ability until a reinforcement arrived.
This mode of attack fo much alarmed the
enemy, that they called out for quarter,
and put us in pofleflion of a fort capable of
making a long and defperate refiftance,
We found 50,000 pagodas in the place, be-
fides a very large fupply of grain, guns,
powder, fhot, and military ftores.

In my letters to your Lordfhip and the
Board on this fubjeét, it appeared ne-
ceflary for me to be minute in a defcrip-
tion of the place, becaufe its confequence
and local fituation were not accurately
known to Europeans. This fortrefs come

mands
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-mands a fertile and extenfive diftri&, the
adjacent forefts abound with the fineft
Teek timber* ia India, and the river Pani«
ani is at hand to float it to the Malabar fca.
Palagatcherry, from its pofition, equally me-
naces the pofleflions of Tippoo on the
weftern coaft and towards Myfore by the
route of Combatour and Gudjereddy;
shile the movements of the fouthern army,
almoft without moncy or fubfiftence, except
what we procurcd on our march, afford
fufficient proof, that magazines of grain
eftablithed there would enable armies to
penctrate with confidence and fecurity from
the coaft of Coromandel to that of Malabar,
and thus bring the military refources of
Madras and Bombay into one point of
union and effect.

On the furrender of Palagatcherry, the
place was garrifoned by the nineteenth

% Teek timber is equal, if not fuperior, to Oak for the
purpofes of fhipbuilding. There is ikewife a great quan-
tity of 8andal-woad in the neighbourhood.

M 4 bat-
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battalion, with a few Europeans and fome
irregulars under Captain Dewar, one of
your ableft officers.  The heir apparent of
the Zamorin left his retirement in the woods,
and remained with me during the fiege.
In anfwer to his urgent {olicitations, that we
fhould reftore him to the dominions of
which Hyder had deprived his fumuly, I
declared, that in the event of our moving
by Calicut, we might hope to effe@ his
re-cftablithment there; and that in the
mean while he fhould be reinftated in the
territory of Palagat, an ancient dependency
of the Zamorins,—requiring only from him,
that he fhould furnith grain for the army
while in that vicinity, without any other
obligation, until the conclufion of the war,
or until your Government fhould make
fome regular agrecment with him.

To eftablith more fully the Zamorin’s
authority, and to afford him the necef-
fary fupport in his prefent fityation, a

large
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large body of Bramin Harcarrahw, who
had conflantly remained with me in camp,
were employed, and proved not only of
great fervice in the bulinefs of intelligence,
but of material influence in conciliating the
Gentoos.  Accompanicd by them, we fre-
quently rode through the adjacent villages,
affembled the head people, and affured them
of proteGtion. During thefe proceedings [
maintained a correfpondence with Brigadier
General Macdeod, Colonel Campbell, and
the Relidency of Telicherry, intimating
my intention of approaching their coaft, and
affuring General Macleod of my earneftwifh
to co-operate with him in every meafure’
that could tend to advance us in full force
againft Seringapatam. Having hcard that
there was abundance of battering guns and
military ftores at Telicherry, I wrote for
fuch fupplies as could be fpared, offering to
move down to Paniani or Calicut, and to
proceed to Seringapatam, either by the pafs
of Damalcherry, through the country of

our
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our friends the Nyars, or elle to return from
Paniani or Calicut to Palagatcherry, and
from thence by Coimbatour, as he might
judge moft eligible.

The Admiral Sir Edward Hughes being
then at Telicherry with the fquadron, I
entreated him to fend a veflel with ftore;
to Paniani, and, in order to guard againft
difappointment, difpatched meffengers to
Cochin, to fccure an ample fupply at that
place. General Macleod with his diftin-
guifhed liberality of charalter aflured me,
that in the event of my moving towards
him, he would unite in profecuting the
movement to Seringapatam, without taking
any advantage of his feniaiity, and without
interfering in the command cf the fouthern
army. Finding, however, that his army
eould not be put in motion in lefs than two
mbonths, for want of bullocks and convey-
woce ; that no f{ubflantial ftock of military
flores coyld be expefted at Telicherry ;

8 and
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and that we fhould meet with extreme
obftruétion in our progrefs through the
deep and interfeCted routes leading from
Palagatcherry to Calicut; we refolved to
rely on Cochin for fupplies, and to pro-
fecute our mcafures by Coimbatour, ftill
preferving the utmoft union of operation
with the Malabar army.

We arrived before Coimbatour on the
twenty-fixth of November, having been
annoyed with rockets on the march, by a
very large body of horfe. Finding that there
was no glacis, we proceeded immediately te
erect a battery, but before we had effected a
breach, the Killidar* furrendered ; and on
this occafion we treated him and his gar-
rifon with the utmoft kindnefs, as we had
before done thofe of Daraporam and Pala~
gatcherry. A great quantity of ammuni.
tion, ftores, and grain, were found in the
fort; and the adjacent grounds were co=

¢ Commander of the fort,

vered



172 A VIEW OF T{E

vered with abundant crops. The pofleffion
of this town, bcing the capital of the
greateft antient Rajahthip in the country,
promifed eminent advantage; for although
not remarkable on account of its military
ftrength, it is held in higher eftimation
than any other place belonging to the My-
iugeans in the Payen Ghaut, or country
below the mountains,

We now arrive at the moft interefting
moment of the war. The ganifon of Man=
galore, under its incflimable commander
Colonel Campbell, had made a defence
that has been feldom equallcd and nevey
furpafied. With a handful of men worn
out by fatigne and famine, he rcfifted
for many months a formidable army
under Tippoo Sultaun. The whole power
of that pringe, affified by the {cicnce of his
French auxiliaries, could not force a breach
that bad long lain open, and he was re-
pulfcd in every attempt to carry it by ftorm,

Tippoo’s
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Tippoo’s army, particularly the cavalry,
had fuffered greatly by a perfeverance in the
fiege during the whole period of the rainy
feafon. The interior affairs of his domi-
nions, being unfettled fince his recent ac-
ceflion, were in extreme confufion. His
failure againft Mangalore had encouraged
the Corga Rajah, a powerful Chief under
the mountains that feparate the Malabar
country from Myfore, to affert independ=-
ency by arms; while every other ancient,
Rajah on the Malabar fide of India from Goa
to Cochin, was cager to repel the tyranny
of the Myfore Government, to which the
whole of that extenfive coaft no longer
owned fubjection.

General Macleod at the head of the
Malabar forces, firong in Europeans, artils
lery, and native corps, fupported thefe Ra
jahs, and laboured with his ufual cnergy ta
complete the fyftem that he had materially
promoted. There was likewife a force

alling
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a@ing under General Jones, againft the
Cudapah country, or northern poffeffions of
Tippoo Sultaun, where his power was ill
eltablithed ; and the army under my direc-
tion was perhaps the firongeft force be-
longing to Furopeans that had ever been
employed in India. The countries we had
reduced extended 200 miles in length, from
the diftri&t of Tritchinopoly on the eaft, ta
Ramgarry, thirty miles weft of Palagat-
cherry, afforded provifions for 100,600
men, and yielded an annual revenue of
600,000/, while every neceflary arrange-
ment had been made for the regular col-
leQion of thefe refources.

The fort and pafs of Palagatcherry fea
éured our weftern flank, and the interme-
diate pofition of General Macleod’s army
between that place and Tippoo’s main army
at Mangalore, together with the fingular
combination of ravines, rivers and em=
bankments that interfec the Malabar coun-

tries,
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tries, and the mountains that divide them
from Myfore, through which the paffes’
were occupied by our friends the difaf~
fe@ted Rajahs, rendered it almoft impracti=
cable for Tippoo to move in that dire@ion
againft our new acquifitions. To attack
them by a movement through the paffes of
the Ghauts, on the caftern flank towards
Salem and Erode, {fuppofed a circuit of five or
fix hundred miles from the pofition of Tip=
poo’s army before Mangalore. His move-
ments thercfore againft thefe acquifitions
could only be attempted by the central pafs
from Myfore at Gudjereddy, which is
not fifty miles in front from Coimbatour :
and the pofleflion of that pafs aflured us an
immediate accefs to the capital of Tippoo’s
kingdom, commanding a communication
with our new acquifitions, and with the
Company's fouthern provinces. Befides,
as far as the fyftem of defending front
flanks and rear can ever be extended from
the pofition of an army to the topographie=

ca}
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cal circumftances of a country, it would
enable us to fecure thofe territories from
any confiderable irruptions. At this period
too, the chumba or great crop throughout
the country was upon the grourd, and,
independently of the magazines in our
front, promifed ample provilion.

The Corga Rajah had repeatedly promifed
us fupplies from his country, extending
within thicty miles of Seringapatam. Thefe
promifes were confirmed by the Zamorin,
who had abundantly furnifhed us with
grain at Palagatcherry. This Prince Jikewife
engaged for the affiftance of all the Malabar
Chiefs, commanding the ghauts or moun-
tains that bound Myfore upon the weft;
and convinced us that they wete not only
willing to provide for us during the fiege,
but to form magazmes in ftrong pofitions
.pmong thc mountains, and to join uswith
30 or 30,000 Nyars if ;cqun'ed.

Mahomed
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Mahomed Ally, and other diftinguith-
ed leaders, had been executed in the
camp of Tippoo, for exciting difaffection.
A recent confpiracy had occurred in Serin=
gapatam, menacing the releafement of the
Englith prifoners, the exclufion of Tip-
poo’s family, and the re-eftablithment of
the antient Rana, or Gentoo fovereign of
Myfore. In addition to this enumeration
of advantages, we had every reafon to rely
on the Gentoo or Canara race forming the
grcat mafs of inhabitants in Myfore, who
had unequivocal proofs of my earneft zeal
to fupport their interefts and favourite
family ; while every circumftance of prefent
fituation or of future profpet feerned to
mark this interefting moment as the crifis
of the war.

The troops were immediately provided

with ten days grain, the carriages repaired,
the departments arranged, and the army
prepared to march® My defign againft the

N forts
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forts and magazines of Settimungulum and
Ardenelli ¥, was communicated to your
Board ; and from thence it was my intention
to puth forward to the city of Seringapa-
tam with the utmoft rapidity that could be
united with precaution. Exulting in the
bright perfpective that lay before us, we
felt a painful cagernefs for the moment of
departure; our expecations, however, of
reftoring the Englith name and confe-
quence in India were of fhort duration.

Your Lordfhip and the Board had judged
it expedient to delegate your powers of
negotiation to commiffioners, who were to
treat of peace at the Durbar of Tippoo Sul-
taun. Invefted with full authority by your
Board to give what inftrutions they thought
_proper to all troops of the Englith em-

* # Settimungulom is fituated on the baoks of the Ca-
yeri, below the pafs of Gudjerreddy. Ardenelii flands on
the top of the ghauts, on the clevated flat or table land

ployed
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ployed againft the Myforeans, they pro-
ceeded to the camp of Mudeen ul Deett
Cawn near Arnee in the Carnatic. Be-
tween that place and Atcherry Waukum
they received intelligence, that in confe-
quence of information from the Refidency
of Telicherry, intimating to me a renewal
of hoftility on the part of Tippoo Suitaun
againft Mangalore, the army under my com-
mand had moved into the enemy's coun=
try, and had reduced Palagatcherry. After
many compliments to my own condu&
and exertions, they dire@ed me forthwith
to reftore all pofts, forts, and countries lately
reduced, and to retire within the limits pof=
fefled by the Englith on the twenty-fixth of
the preceding July. This letter reached me
on the twenty-eighth of November, two days
before my intended march towards Gudje=
reddy and Seringapatam. Neither feeling
myfelf at liberty to difregard an order fo
peremptorily conwgyed, nor to fulfil the
utmoft extent of its literal fignification, I

N2 ftated
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ftated to them the benefits of our pofition,
and the menacing appearance on the Ma-
labar coaft; tranfmitting at the fame time
fimilar communications to your Board, and
intimating my intention of remaining at
Coimbatour until I fhould be farther
infru@®cd. My Aid ‘de Camp, Captain
Moody, with the fame view, proceeded to
Madras ; and was fully qualified by know-
Jedge and ability to explain our fitua-
fion, and to prove that a movement to Se-
ringapatam would endanger the throne of
Hyder.

During the fucceeding interval, every
moment was employed in adding to the ful-
nefs of our equipment. Rochin Cawn, the
commander of Tippoo’s army in the coun-
try of Coimbatour, was informed, that we
would obferve the ceflation till further
¥rders®.  Captain Maitland, with the flank

:" Hl-bill of intercourfe took place between Rochin
Cawn’s amp and owrs, of which there bad been no ex-

“swple between contending armies in India.

brigade,
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brigade, proceeded to Dindigul and Tan-
jore, in order to bring fupplies of ftores
from the fouthern garrifons. Mr. Digby,
Paymatfter in camp, whofe zeal and public
talents have on all occafions been confpi-
cuous, went to procure money at Tinivelly,
and to concert with Mr. Irwin, Superin-
tendant there, 2 permanent mode of remit
tance and {upply : and as {oon as this rein-
forcement thould be ready to move towards
us, it was my intention to fall back and cover
the jun&ion. In the mean time the third
brigade was detagched by Palagatcherry to
Cochin, where the Governor had prepared-
for us a confiderable ftock of arrack, ftores,:
and ammunition; while the main body of
the army remained at Coimbatour, ready to
oppofe the enemy. But thefe and all fimilar
arrangements were rendered abortive by your
minutes of confulcation dated the fifth of
December, direGting me to fulfil the order
of unqualified reftitution enjoined by your
Deputics, as the preliminaries of negotiation

N 3 with
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with Tippoo Sultaun, Thefe papers reached.
me about the middle of December, and a
few days afterwards I received from the
Commiffioners another letter, repeating their

inftrudtiona.

We had entirely confumed the grain in
Coigmbatour,and all that was ripe in the adja~
cent fields. We were not at liberty to move
in our intended courfe, nor to look for new
fupplies, which would have been confidered
a8 an infradion of the ceflation; it therefore
became neceflary to returr to Palagatcherry,
where the troops received grain to f{ubfift
them as far as Tritchinopoly and Madura, a
diftanceof two hundred miles. On the twen-
ty-eighth of December, the army advanced
towsrds the {fouthern countries; and at the
fame time three battalions under Captain
‘Wheeler were detached to efcort the ftores
fivm Cechin, with direQions to evacuate
Palagatcherry, and to join us by the
route of Annamalley and Pyloy, clofe ta

the
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the mountains. On our fecond march we
were vifited by the Rev. Mr. Swartz, whom
your Lordfhip and the Board requefted to
proceed to Seringapatam as a faithful inter-
preter between Tippoo and the Commif-
fioners. 'The knowledge and integrity of
this irreproachable Miffionary have retrieved
the chara&ter of Europeans from imputa~
tions of general depravity, A refpeét~
able efcort attended him to the neareft
encampment of the enemy; but he was
ftopped at Settimungulum, and returned to
Tanjore. I rejoice, however, that he un-
dertook the bufinefs ; for his journal which
has been before your Board evinces, that
the fouthern army alted towards our ene-
mies with a mildnefs feldom experienced by
friends in moments of pacification. From
him alfo you learned, that this conduct
operated on the minds of the inhabitants,
who declared that we afforded them mare
fecure prote@ion than the commanders of
their own troops.

N & The
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The army had now been fed for maay
months entirely at the expence of the
enemy; and direCtions were given, that
all grain found in the country fhould
be ferved out to the troops in lieu of
batta*, thereby faving to the Campany an
advance of nearly gool, per day for the
whole time the army was fo fubfifted, and
lcaving the troops to make their after-
claimg, in cafe they fhould expe&t to re-
ceive that grain on the footing of cap-
ture 1,

On the fourth of January 1784, the
army arrived at Ayryacotta. Colonel Stu-
art with the main divifion procecded to

& Durex 41 ‘the extra fam allowéd to”trdops over and
aboye their payy in liew of fubfftepce while in the feld.
t Bome other armies had charged the Company with
the Barta duete every fotdier in dié field, narwithftanding
thag A fufficiensy of grain had bhown {Eupd for.the mainte-
nance of the troops. Thus thqla’:qqunc' of the grain found
wisditerttld fot1 publit faviag to the benehit of indivi-
dpals. I I had permitted this pradtice, the Company
would have foft 20,000/
Caroor,
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Caroor, on the borders of the Tritchino-
poly country ; Colonel Forbes with a ftrong
force, remained in the diftrits of Darapo-
ram and Dindigul; while Colonel Kelly,
with another divifion, advanced to Cova-
nore on the borders of Madura and the
Marawas. This diftribution was intended
to relieve your provinces from the burden
of fubfiting too large a proportion of
troops. At the fame time the divifions
were fo ftationed, as to overawe every
diftri¢t to the fouthward, and to form the
army on the fhorteft notice, in the event
of a renewal of the war againft Tippoo
Sultaun.

Having proceeded with the Cavapore
divifion, as the moft central fituation, to
the fouthward, thefe arrangements were
hardly finithed® when I received ‘your
orders to reaffemble the army, and to. pre-

]

% Qn the twenty-fourth of Janvary 1784,
pare
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pare for a recommencement of hoftility.
You likewife dire@ted me to retain poffef
fion of Palagatcherry, in cafe by any acci=
dent it fhould have been reftored. I in-
ftantly iffued orders to all the garrifons and
ftations to augment our equipment ; wrote
to Mr. Sulivan, Mr. Hippifley, and the
other Gentlemen in the civil departments,
intreating them to procure bullocks, gun-
ney bags, and money for the prefling
exigencies of the army: and farther made
a circuit of the fouthern countries to acce-
lerate thefe preparations. From Ramnad
I went to Tinivelly to forward the bufinefs
of money and conveyance, colletting for
us there by Mr. Irwin; and from thence
wrote to the Zamorin, exhorting him to re-
tain Palagatcherry, which he had occupied
after it was abandoned by Captain Wheel-
er. Captain Agnew was foon afterwards
difpatched with a party of Sepoys, to folicit
four battalions from the Rajah of Travan-
core, who very gracioully complied with

wy
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my requeft; and by means of that afhft-
ance, Captain Agnew would no doubt have
enabled the Zameorin to maintain the place,
had not the Zamorin* and his adherents,
defpairing of fupport, abandoned the fort,
and retired to their recefles in the moun-
tains.

On the north-eaft border of the Tini-
velly country, a letter reached ‘me from the
Commiflioners, dated the eleventh of Fe-
bruary near Mangalore, and written in terms
which not only marked the enmity of Tip-
poo, but convinced me that a rupture was
unavoidable ; and this opinion was after~
wards confirmed by a detail of particulars,
in a letter from General Macleod. No time
was therefore to be loft in ordering tlie
ftores to join Colonel Stuart’s divifion near

® The Zamorin and his followers of the Nyar calt are
rigid Gentoos, and venerate the Bramins. Tippoo’s fol-
diers, therefore, daily expoled the heads of many Braming

in fight of the fort. It is afferted that the Zamorin, ra.,
ther than witaels fuch enormities, chofe to abandon Pala.

gascherry. ’
1 Caroor,
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Caroor, and we marched the fame night
to Madura.

On my arrival at Covanore*, I found
that faname f, amounting to a lack of pa-
godas, had reached the camp from Tanjore.
The impatience of the troops for this fup-
ply was proportioned to the feverity of
their diftrefs; excepting the prize-money at
Palagatcherry, and the working money to
the parties employed on extra labour, no
fums had been iffued to the army during
our whole progrefs, in crofling and re-
croffing India. Unfortunately the coin
in which this payment was received, be-
came & more copious fource of difcontent,
than all the hardthips they had endured.
The ftar pagodaf is underftood to be the
only legal tender of your Prefidency: it

# Colonel Kelly's divifion was Rationed there: itis on

the confioes of the Marawa cooatry, lefs than tweaty miles )
from Madura.
4 Famams are a fmall coin of different value, compofed
of filver 45d"cop per.
§ The ftar pagoda is worth eight fillings. .
18



ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 13y

is not coined to the fouthward, but its plic:
had ufually been fupplied by the Porto Nove
pagoda, which is lefs valuable by ten per.
cent. 'The Rajah of Tanjore has not
exercifed the right of coining pagodas,
and of late has paid his tribute®* in fanams.
The Dutch coinage at Negapatam formerly
amounted to four or five lacks of pagodas
annually, but this has been difcontinued
fince we got poflefhon of that city. As
there is no gold coinage in any other place
to the fouthward, nor any regular circula-
tion of rupees, the whole eun-c;my of
thofe provinces, exceeding the pugddas
that happen to be in ufe, confifts of
fanams; of thefe every diftrit coing a
different fort, and no comparative rate
having ever been eftablifhed between the
flar pagodas and thofe inferior coins,
their wvalue flutuatés according to the

* The tribute amounts to four lacks of pagodas, or
160,000/,

relative
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relative demand, and the coinage of one
province is feldlom or never at par in
another,

Whenever it is known that a large iffu-
ing of fanams is at hand, the Shroffs, Sou-
cars, aud Dubafhes*, purchafe all the pa-
godas they can procure. Thus the fanams
are kept at a high price, till the difburfe~
ment has taken place, and the rate is fixed
at the current exchange for the day. But
no fooner has this fluGtuating coin been
circulafed, than the pagodas come forth,
and in forty-eight hours the holders of
fanams fuffer a depreciation of fix, eight,
or ten per cent. Still more oppreffive is
this medium of public payment, when the
fanams are iffued in a province to ‘which
théy do not properly belong: for the Tan-
jore fanam has no regular currency in any

® Shroffs, Soucars, and Dubathes, are money changers,
bankers, and black agents of the Europeans.

other
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pther province. And this applies to all
coins of that defcription, fabricated in Trit-
chinopoly, Madura, Tinivelly, Ramnad,
and Shevigunga.

The commercial evils from this debafe-
ment and diverfity of coin are not lefs con=
fiderable. A merchant cannot make a re-
mittance to any place north of the Coleroon,
without much trouble and expence in pur-
chafing pagodas, or elfe by an unreafonable
premium to Soucars. The money remitted
to the army from Tanjore was iffued in
Tanjore fanams, at the rate of twenty-twe
and an half per ftar pagoda : but when the
Sepoys received this money in diftant en-
campments, they found that twenty-four or
twenty-five fanams were required for a
pagoda there ; nor could they in many in-
ftances, without enormous lofs, procure the
neceflaries of life for thofe uncurrent fa-
Dams.

Ta
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To prevent as much as poffible the
troops from fuffering by a lofs upon ex-
change, which in common juftice fhould
fall upon the public, it was propofed to
Mr. Sulivan, and immediately acceded to
by him, that the paymafter thould carry the
difference to the account of the Company.
It was therefore dire@ed, that the officers
commanding divifions of the army, fhould
form a Board to afcertain the lofs {uftained
by each battalion, and Mr. Digby, paymal-
ter in camp, was inftru&ted to give credit to
the corps for the amopnt of lofs incurred,
agreeably to the general ftatement tranf-
mitted to me by the abovementioned Board,

It appeared requifite to be minute in thig
recapitulation, in order to impre(s the necef-
fity of reform in the fouthern payments,
Tlis will be effected, by ordering a large
eoinage of pagodas, and by eftablithing a
tarif or proportional value between the pa-
gidas and fanams, in the fame manner as

in
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in England twenty-one fhillings are at all
times equivalent to a guinea.

My ncxt obje&t was to concert meafures
with Mr. Sulivan for the fafety of the
foythern countries, while the,army fhould,
for the third time, advance into the enemy's
dominions. 'With this view I proceeded to
Tanjore; and from thence by Tritchino-
poly joined the main divifion at Caroor,
You had becn pleafed to reinforce us from
the Prefidency with the ninety-eighth regi-
ment, a party of European artillerymen,
and fome heavy ordnance. Other guns were
received from Tanjore, and the exertions of
Mr. Sulivan: procured us many articles in
which we had been before deficient.

During my latc progrefs through the
fouthern countries, Mr. Digby called forth
every exertion of his perfonal credit, and in
addition tb conveyance for the whole ord-
nance,ammunition,and ftores of the army, be

o had
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had aQually provided carriage complete for
300,000 fears of rice ; which at the rate of
one fear per day for 1§,000 men, amounted
to twenty days provifion, exclufive of
other conveyance, amounting to ten days
more. The main body of the army was
affemhled at Caroor, cxcepting the divifion
with Colonel Forbes, which remained in
force at Daraporam, ready to join at the
fhorteft notice. Nothing farther was want-
ing but fpecific orders from your Lordfhip
and the Board, or from the Commiflioners,
to re-commence hoftility; and I had ftill 2
plan of operations in view, that promifed to
lead us to the capital of Myfore by a route
not lefs favourable than that which we had
been dircéted to relinquifh, in cafe it thould
have been jiudged neceflary to renew the
war, This event became extremely pro-
bable from the recent condu& of our adver-
faries. Previoufly to my arrival at Caroor
a foraging party had been attacked, and an
European officer, who fell into the enemy’s

hands,
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hands, was clofely confined at Sankarydur-
gum. The fecond battalion had been ad-
vanced from General Jones’s force to the
northward, and was entirely cut to pieces
by Tippoo’s troops ncar Cumalum ; while
Tippoo himfelf, finding tlat the fouthern
army was ordered to abandon his country,
and that no other force could venture to op-
pofe him, perfifted in his inveftment of Man-
galore, and compelled that diftinguifhed
garrifon to yicld at laft to the neceffity of
famine, and furrender the place*.

Notwithfanding the flagrant treachery
by which Mangalore was loft, and the deli~
berate maflacre of General Mathews, with
many other captive Englith officers, the
treaty of peace was mutually figned on the
cleventh of February, and exchanged be-
tween the Commiffioners and Tippoo Sul-

® ColondlBampbell marched of with his few remaia.

ing troops to Telicherry, agrecably to the fipulation with
Tippoo, and dicd foon after, worn out with fatigue,

02 taun,
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taun ¥. The treaty fpecified the enlargement
of the Buthwanna or Amuldar of Palagat.
cherry, whom we had detained in order to
give cvidence concerning the murder of a
party of Europeans taken prifoners near
Palagat, at the time that Colonel Humber-
ftonc’s army was before that placet. He
was fent with an efcort to the camp of
Nawas Begg, and from thence returned me
his thanks for the good treatment he expe-
rienced. .This was the only fubje& of Tip-

¥ As 1 have flated ac fome length the circumftances that
led me to confider a continuation of the war as eligible,
it might be expefled that I flionld alfo Save explained the
many and perhaps unan{werable arguments that induced
the government of Madras to adopt a contrary condud.
In addreffing that Board, an enumeration of thofe argu-
ments would bhave been fuperfiuous and impertinent; but
ftwould be an injuflice to the merit of their determina-
tion, if I omitced here to remark, that the tenor of in-
firuétions from home, the ftate of negociations in Europe
and the impoverifhed condition of the Company’s terri-
tories, concurred to imprefs the ableft men 1n India with
the propriety and necefiity of that meafure, which pro-
cured to Lord Macariney’s Government thygwarmeft ac-
knowledgments and approbation of their fuperiors,

+ This prrty was pus to death by the expres order of
Tippoo Sultaun,

pece
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poo who had not been immediately releafed,
although nearly 10,000 prifoners had been
taken by us during the opcrations of the
fouthern army. The Commiilioners alfo
direted me to reftore the forts and coun-
tries of Caroor and Daraperam, but to retain
pofleffion of Dindigul, and tq ftation a
firong force there until the Englifh prifoners
thould be aQlually enlarged.

No tinie was loft in evacuating the {pe-
cificd countries; and on the firft of April
Colonel Forbes’s divifion moved to Dindi.
gul, and Colonel Stuart fell back from
Caroor upon the province of Tritchinopoly,
with inftruétions to depofit all the ftores and
heavy ordnance of the army in that gar-
rifon.  While we rcmained at Dindigul,
the troops in that quarter {uffered a conti-
nuation of fatiguc, and were obliged to
march feventy miles to the head of the
Outumpollum valley, to receive the grain
neceffary for their current fubfiftence.

03 In
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In obedience to your orders defiring my
opinion on the moft advantageous mode of
reforming and arranging the fouthern forces,
I had the honour, on the twenty-fixth of
April, to exprefs my fentiments on that
important fubject¥®, and ftated that the vi-
cinity of Tritchinopely was the moft cli-
gible pofition for a cantonment, where a
firong force, complete in every circum-
ftance of field equipment, fhould at all times
be ftationed ;—that the great depofit of
military ftores and provifions fhould be
formed there, with the ficld and battering
train, pioncers, and main body of the
fouthern artillery ;—that the Commandants
of corps fhould be charged with the carriage
of their battalion-tents, ftores, and ammu-
nition, as well as rice, if requifite, at the
ufual rates fpecified in the Company’s regu-~
lations. It was alfo fuggefted, that when-
ever military aid fhould be found neceflary

® See that Letter in the Appendix.
for
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for the interior bufinefs of the country, the
civil Chiefs, Refidents, and Superinten~
dants fhould addrefs their applications, not
to the fubordinate officers cafually employed
in the diferent diftri&ts, but to the Southern
Commander, in order that the requilition
might be’ complicd .with from the main
ftation or cantonment of the fouthern
forces. By thefe means the troops would
be preferved in a conftant ftate of difcipline,
the jarrings incident to the detail of fubor-
dinate interference between civil and mili-
tary would be avoided, and every corps
would have a rotation of detachment duty.
An immediate redu&tion of Peons, Ty=
nauts, and other irregulars, was alfo recom-
mended, to the amount of 10,000 men;
from whence a monthly faving of 25 or
30,000 pagodas would arife. 1 flattered
myfelf, that the adoption of arrangements
propofed in that letter would have removed
the deficiencies under which the fouthern
forces labour; and that, in the event of

O 4 hoftility
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hoftility in that part of India, they would
have added fuch vigour to your operations as
would have precluded a rcnewal of thofe
calamities which occurred duwiing the Car-

natic war.

By the end of Mayy it became'impradli-
cable to tubfift fo large a force in the Din-
digul country. A ftrong garrifon was
thercfore lcft in that fortrels, and the di-
vifion was withdrawn towards Madura,
where the Europeans and fome gutive corps
were cantoned.  As foon as the review of
the battalions was finifhed, which had en-
gaged me for feveral months, three battalions
were detached under Captain Wheeler to the
Tinivelly country ; and, at the fame time, it
became neceflary for me to move thither in
perfon in order to arrange a permanency of
payment and fupply for the troops in that
provi:‘:cc. Some occurrences which hap-
pened there refpeting the Polygars, Cata-
bominaigue, and Shevigherry, were imme-

diately’
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diately communicated to your Prefident;
and evinced the refra&ory difpofition of that
race. From Tinivelly I procceded by Ne-
gapatam and Tanjore to Tritchinopoly, in
order to provide by perfonal endeavours for

the diftrefles of the troops.

It now remained for me to undergo a
duty more painful than all the embarrafl-
ments hitherto experienced.  Your Lord-
‘fhip and the Board found it requifite to
order a redution of many thoufand inde-
pendents, and other fouthern irregulars,
who had been raifed by his Highnefs the
Nabob Mahomed Ally. During the whole
period of misfortunes to the fouthward,
they flill bore the rigour of diftrefs with
a refignation, unknown to Europeans.
Among thefe men, there were the moft
refpeable foldiers of the eaft; fome of
them had followed their fathers into the
Carnatic, in the days of Dooft Ally, and
Anwaradeen Cawn : others had remained in

the
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the fervice fince the days of Chunda Saheb,
and the depofed Rana or Gentoo queen of
Tritchinopoly. Many of them had con-
tinued fince the campaigns of Lawrence,
Clive, and Ifoof Cawn, in a couftant feries
of military duty. To thel: wretched ad-
herents, an average of twelve months pay
was due. The misfortunes of the times
rendercd 1t impollible to dilcharge thofe
claims, for the regular corps of the army
were not lefs 1n arrcars: under fuch cir-
cumftances, to turn them loofe to mifery,
while the country wuas in a flate that could
afford them no 1elief, would have diftrefl-
ed the moft unfeeling mind. They aflailed
me daily with their fufferings, and the
only cxpedient was adopted, that promifed
to combine the duties of obedience with
the obligations of humanity, by direlting
the officers commanding the corps of thofe
irregulars, to furnith me with rolls, con-
taming the names of each black officer
and Sepoy under their command, fpecify-

mg
8 2
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ing the length of fervice, and arrears of
pay; in order that cach of them might
receive a certificate of his demand on the
Company, to be counterfigned by the offi-
cer, and by the commandant of the garri-
fon with which the corps correfponded;
and at the fame time defiring a particular
recommendation of every individual who

had any pretenfion to indulgence.

This being finithed, our next obje&
was, to difband the raw and undeferving
rabble, who had been collected during the
diftracted period of the fouthern affairs.
They were ordercd to reccive on the firft
of each fucceeding month, thirty days
fubfiftence in grain, until their arrears
thould be difcharged. The ancient and
refpe@able part of thofe corps, were to
be continued on the rolls, until we fhould
be able to procure fome adequate pro-
vifion for fo deferving a clafs of pub.
lic fervants. In neither inftance however,

did
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did my endeavours prove cffetual. The
latter clafs of venerable veterans remains
unprovided for; and the monthly iffuing
of grain depending on your renters and
civil fervants, it was not within the limits
of my power to enforce pe:formance,  So
much was it negleded by the renter of
Tritchinopoly, that after my departure
from the fouthward, thefe unfortunate vic-
tims, impelled by hunger, were diiven to
fuch excefs in their endeavours to procure
relief, as obliged the military conymande

ant to reprefs them by force of arms.

To thefe painful incidents were added,
the claims and diftreffes of the army en-
camped near Tritchinopoly. The troops
were accuftomed to endure twelve or four-
teen months arrears with unexampled for-
hearance, and the public followers, at-
tendants on the army, had long been
firangers to any coin; when to this was
added, a failure of their da'ﬁy allowance of

grain
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grain in lieu of batta, their cale would have
been truly defperate, had not Tondiman
advanced a month’s provifion for their relief.
Such were the abufes of the renter at
Tritchinopoly, that in a favourable fealon
the placc was mcnaced by famine. His
difinclination to have a divifion flationed in
the diftri@, fuggefied (o ftrange a mode of ef-
fe@ting their removal.  But by this machina-
tion any troops lefs patient than outs would
have been excited to revolt; and the fort
of Tritchinopoly would have fallen to Tip-
poo, if he had thought proper to inveft it
at the moment.

So urgent was our diftrels that I found
myfelf obliged, without any previous com=
munication, to difperfe the troops in queft
of fubfiftence; the 78th to Tanjore, the
Hanoverians towards Tripatore, a large
body of Sepoys towards Madura, and other
battalions to Mellore and the Marawas, ~—
At the fame time the 101f}, and {oon after

the
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the g8th, were ordered to the Prefidency,
to embark from thence for Bengal in their
way to Europe.

Your Lordfhip and the Board were fully
impreffed with the neceflity of reducing the
public followers and field eftablifhment of
the army, in order to lighten the burden
of expenditure, and to liquidate part of
thofe arrears alrcady incurred; but the
protra&tion of the treaty with Tippoc un-
avoidably induced you to defer that mea-
fure, until the mutual reftitution of Amboor
and Dindigul fhould be effe€ted. That
event at laft took place, while his cruel
maffacre was ftrong in every memory,
while his infulting treatment of thofe whom
he releafed excited general indignation, and
while his detention of 200 * Englith

® He had made them be circumcifed and enrolled in
his fervice.
prifoners
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prifoners feemed to preclude all pacific ex<
peQations ¥,

I haftened to Fort St. George, to lay
before your Right Honourable Prefident, a
faithful ftatement of your fouthern aflairs ;
of our proceedings and expenditure; as well
as to cxplain the meritorious conduét of the
troops in that quarter, and the cminent
exertions made by Mr. Sulivan and Mr.
Irwin at the head of the civil departments
to prove that even their abilitics had not
been able entirely to corret the evils
hitherto inherent in the fouthern fyflem;
and to point out refources for the fpeedy
liquidation of the army arrears; it was my

# I muft again be permitted to remark, that fuch were
the embarrafments and diftrefs under which the different
Prefidencies laboured, that, notwithftanding thefe inci-
dents, the treaty of peace with Tippoo Sultaun was gene-
rilly confidered as a meafure eligible for the Englith in-
terefts in India : It is alfo a prevalent opinion, that if the
negotistions had not been condufted under fome unfs.
voorable circumftarces, the diftinguithed knowledge and

abilities of Sir George Staunton were peculiarly adapted
1o procare the moft beneficial terms,

inten~
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intention from thence to have embarked
with my own regiment for Bengal, where
I fhould have been fcnior officer of the
King’s fervice, and fecond in command on
that eftablithment ; but I could not think
of withdrawing from the fouthern ftation
while any thing remained for me to re-
prefent in behalf of your fouthern forces.

Permit me now, My Lord and Gentle-
men, to offer my beft apologies for the
tedioufne{s of this recapitulation.~It ex-
hibits various incidents, in their rife, pro-
grefs, and completion. In this view, it
may prove not altogether uninterefting to
that clafs of public fervants who with to
derive after-information from paft tranfac-
fions.—At all events, 1 prefume, it has fuf-
ficiently evinced that our endeavours having
proved lefs permanently advantageous than
might have been expedied, arofe from the

circumftances under which we acted, and
can
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¢an neither be attributed to me, nor to the
army I commanded.

It is fully known to your Board, that the
fyftem of conciliation to which Mr. Sulivan
and myfelf had rigidly adhered ¥, does not
accord with the opinions of any confider-
able portion of either fervice, Various
circumftances of contention had for many
years excited enmity between the civil and
military.—Thefe habits of difunion were
greatly firengthened during the government
of Sir Thomas Rumbold, when the pre-
tenfions of your fubordinate Chiefs were
either eftablithed or confirmed. By the
regulations alluded to, the commandant of
a garrifon or province came under the
detail command of the civil Chief. The
Chief received reports and paroles, kept the

® Notwithfianding the diffepfions that raged among all
ranks of Buropeans ia India, 1 had the good fortune to

avord every fpecies of difcuffion , having neither exhibited
& charge, nor been the {ubjed of complsint from say per-

fon in the counrry.
P keys
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keys of the garrifon, and had dire&ion of
ftores, magazines, and defences in the fort.
Hence it happened during the late war,
that the command was not delegated to the
military officer until the enemy were in
motion againft the place. Then it was only
fo dclegated, that the Chief might provide
for his own fafety, and throw the odium of
furrender on the Commander. Thus, in=
ftead of a regular military control, a f{yi-
tematic animofity prevailed : the magazines
were left without grain, the garrifons with-
out ftores, and the country fo deftitute of pre-
paration®, that on the irruption of Hyder
Ally, the forts in the Carnatic fell an eafy
prey to the invader. Thefe irritations were
too frequently increafed by military vehe-
mence on the one hand, and by affumptions
of the civil fervice on the other.

As the natives of Indoftan have little re-
fpe& for any but the military charalter,

& Before the commencement of the war, the forts
throughout the Carnatic were in gencral under the orders
of the Nabob's government. N

the
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the civil fervants, in order to ac=-
quire confequence, have ufually affumed
a fuperiority over the military. Thus the
Chief or Refident was frequently held forth
as the Phouzduar or General of the province,
who was prevented by greater objects from
taking the field, but whole mandates the
foldiery were bound to obey. The recent
contefts between Government and the
military Commanders, togcther with the
unufual proportion of king’s officers lately
employed in India, have unavoidably
thrown into circulation a greater mafs of
opinions adverfe to the civil fervice, and
given a greater currency to military pre-
tenfions, than could be expected from the
officers of your own eftablithment : to thefe
irritating circumftances has been added,
the extreme preflure of perfonal diftrefs
in a pernicious climate, where there is
perpetual hoftility and continued fatigue.

P2 During
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During the late war, many officers were
obliged to fell their furniture and wearing
apparel, in order to procure a fcanty fub-
fiftence ; while others could not poifibly find
means of appearing as became their ftation_
If a pittance of their arrears was to be ad-
vanced, it oftcn came attended with cir-
cumftances {o fingularly difrcputable, that
nothing fhort of penury could juftify the
offer or acceptance ; if in Company’s bonds,
they were hardly negotiable ; if in Bengal
bills, the holders of them loft thirty, forty,
or fifty per cent; and if the payment
took place in an out-garrifon, the difcretion
or caprice of the paymafter alone deter-
mined the mode of payment. Needy offi-
cers, at the mercy of fuch a fuperior, have
frequently fubmitted to receive a month’s
arrears in rice, teas, wines, and other mer~-

chacdize®*. When thefe and fimilar inci-
dents

& The diftreffes of the country, the want of money, and
the calamities of war, rendered it impraQicable for the
Board
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dents recur to your remembrance; when
you recollect how patiently your troops
have fuffered, and how bravely they have
fought; you will undoubtedly admit, that
their prefent difcontents are not ill founded,
and that their grievances call loudly for
redrefs.

It is by the good order and efficiency of
the military conftitution alone, that the
Englifh dominions in the Eaft can be pre-
ferved. This is requifite, not merely to
repel invafion, but for the current bulfi-
nefs of your pofleflions, which you have
never yet been able to condu& without
military power. If therefore, an habitual-
intervention of the military in detail of
civil management, juftifies the appcllation
of military government, there is no country
Board of Madras to prevent thefe evils ; on the contrary,
the important operations effedted by that Government,
under the preflure of fuch embarraflments, is one of the

firongelt teftimonies that can be aaduced in proof of their
talents, fortitude, and exertion.

Pa on
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on earth fo peculiarly entitled to that delig-
nation as the Englifh fettlements in India.
Befides, as no country can be more habi-
tuated to convulfions, wars, and revolu-
tions, it follows that the public endeavours
fhould be ftrenuoufly directed to obtain per-
feQion in the military fyflem.

When we compare the difcipline of your
troops, and the conftitution of your armies,
with thofe of other Furopean powers in
India, the fuperiority is cvidently with the
Englith: but when we look back to the
days of Clive and Lawrence, to the fmall-
nefs of their force, and the magnitude of
their atchievements, we muft confefs that
more recent occurrences have exhibited a
mortifying contraft. The hiflory of many
years preceding the period of your Govern-
ment, is filled with the detail of our im-
policy, The beft regiments of cavalry
upon: the Coaft were driven from the
Nabob’s fervice to the enemy. Garrifons

were
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were left deftitute of military ftores, or
provifion: fhameful aggreflions*® were
committed againft every native power:
unjuft wars were unfkilfully conducted :
there were ncither preparations, concert,
nor precaution: forts fell at the firft fum-
mons, detachments were cut off, armics
were captured, countries depopulated, a
ruinous conteft} was concluded by a de-
grading pacification, only to make way
for fill more humiliating cvents; the
troops were ftarving, the treafury cmpty,
all credit gone, and all ranks diffatisfied.
The empire of opinion, which we had ob-
tained in India, was thrown away; and
there remained a manifeflt irpoffibility of
maintaining the territorial empire in its
wafted and diftracted condition.

Thefe form but an incomplete enumera-
tion of circumftances that mark the hafty
progrefs of our decline. The Arabs have

#® No faith in our tresties.
+ War of 1767 with Hyder.

P4 fallen,
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fallen, the Moors have degenerated, the
Portuguefe have decayed, the Dutch have
dwindled, the French are bereft of terri-
tory : all of them have been great and
powerful, and conquerors in India; all of
them have paid the forfeit of mifcondudt.
The Englith having attained a loftinefs of
[iruation in the Eaft beyond the moft alpir-
ing fancy of their rivals, are now precipi-
tating from their elevation ; and thus they
are leaving a monitory example to all fu-
ture innovators, that no energy of former
atchievement or extent of actual power
can fupport a Government while wafting
with internal principles of diffolution.

If we are to look for a renovation of the
Enghth interefts in India, it muft arife from
fuch exertions as thofe of your Right Ho-
nourable Prefident. The difficulties with
which you have fuccefsfully contended, the
counteraltion you have experienced, and
your ability under moft perplexing circum-

ftanaes,
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ftances, yield a well-grounded expeQation,
that in the profecution of a general and
digefted reform, your labours would be
crowned with the utmoft brilliancy of
fuccefs.

Of all the objetts within your Prefi-
dency, the improvement of your military
fyftem is the moft urgent and the leaft dif-
ficult. The difcipline and manceuvres of
the European and Sepoy infantry, as well
as of your artillery and the few cavalry in
your fervice, are formed on the beft models
of Europe; and it is afferted that, before
the war, their appearance would have done
credit to any fervice, while their gallantry
and endurance form a fubje&t of hiftorical
applaufe.

The officers upon the coaft are habituated
to a& in emergencies with a facility that
few fubordinate officers in Europe éver

have
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have a profpe& of acquiring. Before an
officer attains the rank of Captain, he muft
unavoidably have been often charged with
the command of parties on diftant marches,
in the conveyance of ftores, in the guard
of pofts and ftrongholds, in the bufinefs of
colleClion, and in menacing of refraltory
Polygars, together with every other feries
of duty which can occur. From hence it
will be found, that there are few {ervices
indeed where fo many men poflfefs the
pradtical requifites of an officer. How
ftrongly have zeal, knowledge, and ability
been exemplified during the late conteft,
by thofe who command your Sepoy batta-
Tions 7—With what-addrefs did they foothe
the fufferings of their foldiers, relieve their
wants, and rcftrain the well-grounded
clamours of men, whom the public necef-
fities had left in extremity of diftrefs!
Thefe confiderations fuggeft the benefit of
reftraining indifcriminate admiffion into the

fervice,
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fervice, and of fele@ing a fucceffion of
deferving officers for the command of all

your corps.

The higher orders of your fervice, no
doubt, poflefs in a flill ftronger degree the
practical advantages now defcribed : but
as the military rife in India is by rotation
without purchafe, it is fcarcely poflible to
become a ficld officer in lefs than twenty
years. Few conflitutions are equal, in that
climate, to fo long a feries of fatigue. Be-
fides, your field officers in general com-
mand the confiderable garrifons. As they
regimentally belong to the four battalions
of your two regiments of European in=-
fantry, thefe corps are frequently lcft to the
junior Captains, who are folicitous of pro=
curing appointments to the Sepoys, and
take little intereft in the difcipline of the
Europeans. But may not the command of
an European corps be rendered permanent
and advantageous, like thofe in England?

May



230 A VIEW OF THE

May not the condition of ancient officers
be rclieved by the eftablithment of half-
pay, and the permiflion of felling their
commiffions? By thefe means, thofe who
are difqualified for zealous execution of
their duty, might retire with a provifion for
their after-days, and give opportunities of
advancement to others more carneft in pur-
fuit of military reputation,

The growing ftrength and difcipline of
your enemies, and our late difafters, point
out the wifdom of Sir Eyre Coote’s requi-
fitions for an increafe of Europeans to form
the central ftrength of your armies. He
gaintained that at leaft 10,000 Europeans
fhould be conftantly complete for fervice in
the three Prefidencies. An obje@ion has
arifen from the quick mortality occafioning
a burdenfome demand for new fupplies of
men; but this may be in a great meafure
remedied, by falutary preparations for the
reception of the recruits from Europe,—by

ftationing
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ftationing them in hcalthy quarters, enfor-
cing regularity, and reftraining the fale of
arrack and other pernicious liquors.

With regard to your Sepoys, the publie
fhould be watchful of thcir difcipline, and
liberal to confirm their attachment. It is
by their good conduét that your fettlements
have hitherto been preferved, and to them
you are to truft for after-ftability. That
they are partial to your fervice, is evinced
by recent experience. Let them receive
the common juftice due to every foldier ;
let them be regularly paid and enabled to
{ubfift their families ;—let the wife inftitu-
tion of admitting the children of wounded
or deferving Sepoys, to be enrolled and to
draw pay from the battalions, be conti-
nued; and the Black officers be treated with
indulgence and refpect. It is farther requi-
fite that the mode of ifluing pay be fo
amended as to remove any poffible imputa-
tion of fraudulent exaltions committed

againft
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againft the Sepoys, by ufurious advances of
money in the moments of diftrefs, by
undue ftoppages for articles which either
have not been furnifhed or arc overcharged,
and by other unjuftifiable pra&ices. In
that cafe we may venture to pronounce,
that while their expertnefs in manccuvre,
the interior ccconomy of the battalions, and
the conduct of their officers, continue to
infpire them with a fenfe of fuperiority, no
probable events can fhake their adherence,
As the European officers on the Coaft are
not generally converfant with the country
languages, it may be farther proper to
dire@, that cvery one afpiring to the com-
mand or adjutancy of a Scpoy corps, fhould
firft learn the Moorifh or Malabar diale&.

Although I cannot perfuade myfelf, that
it is judicious to admit Parias* into bat-
talions with men of reputable cafts t; yet

* Parias are the outcafts of the country, and are held to
be impuie by the Gentoos,
4 Cafts mean the different clafles or fe&s to which Gen-
teos belong.
7 affuredly
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afluredly the mixture of Moormen, Ra-
jahpoots, Gentoos, and Malabars in the
fame corps, is extremely beneficial, for it
ftimulates by emulation, and reftrains all
dangerous confederacies, which cannot ef=
cape the jealoufy of contending fects. I have
alfo recommended the corps of Topaffees
or defcendants of Europeans, who retain
the chara&eriftic qualities of their progeni-
tors. They form a check upon the other
native troops, and are more eafily main-
tained in movements of difficulty; for they
cat any food like Europeans, and that corps
would alfo become a nurfery for hundreds
of children who are yearly loft to the com-
munity.

The expences attending your cavalry
have deprived you of that effential con-
ftituent of an army. Indeed, the firange
impolicy which drove four well-appointed
regiments from the Nabob's fervice to that
of Hyder, has left you with fearcely a

fuffi-
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fufficiency of horfe to form a grand guard
in front of your main army.— Allparties ad-
mit the neceffity of augmenting that branch
of your eftablifhment; efpecially as your
enemy * can bring more than 60,000 horfe~
men into the field. But the extravagant
rates at which your troop horfes are pur-
chafed, the flill more extravagant price at
which they are maintained, the unreafon-
able pay of your troopers, and the lavith
allowances to cavalry officers, render it
almoft chimerical to fuggeft the means of
new modelling that fervice.

Notwithftanding thefe objeQions, a plan
had occurred to me, which, if it had been
my lot to remain in India, fhould have
been fubmitted -to your confideration, for
raifing 5,000 horfe at a moderaty rate.—
The fraopers to reccive only & fmall pro
portion of pey more than the infantry, and

¢ Tippoo Sultsun. The Marattas can bring 100,000,

and the Nisam 60,000 horfe into the field, B
tne
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the horfes to be fed at a very reduced al-
lowance, without any farther contract, con=
tingency, or extra charge.—Thus the ex«
pence of a cavalry eftablithment would be
brought within the limits of the Coaft
finances. "Neither would any engagements
on the part of Government be required,
except that the officer charged with the ex~
ecution fhould be eftablithed in one of the
great northern ftations, and that the Nizam,
as well as other country Powers, fhould
admit his agents to purchafe horfes freely
throughout their territories. Laftly, that
Government fhould order all renters and
colleGtors of revenue in the pofleffions of
the Company and of the Nabob not to
charge more than eight fhillings, or one
pagoda per 100 meafures, for all the gram™*
fornithed to the cavalry, which, at the rate
of one pagoda fer month, would be an
-allowance to each horfe of more thaa three
meafures per day.
® A kind of pulfe on which horfes are fed'tn India.

Q The
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The artillery has become a great inftru~
ment of military operations in the fyftem of
Indian warfare, and has maintained a re-
putation hardly furpafled in any fervice, It
may not however be unneceflary to obferve,
that the augmentation of fo ponderous a
machinery is attended with unfupportable
expence, and obftrués thofe fudden and
unexpected movements by which the great
events in India have been atchieved. But
whether it is to be continued on an ex-
tended or contralted fcale, the department
of ftores, artificers, and conveyance, form-
ing the great appendage of the artillery, calls
aloud for reformation.

It bhas already been fuggefted, that all
the corps ought to be equipped with a fuf-
ficiency of artificers and conveyance for
the repairs and movements of their own
baggage, ftores, and ammunition. Thus
they will be at all times ready for emergen-
cies, and the ftore department will be re-

lieved
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Jlieved from the embarrallment of carrying
mufket ammunition, with which it is at
prefent encumbered, as well as with various
other articies belonging to the battalions.

The numerous body of Lafcars, artiﬁcers’
and other public tollowers attached to that
department, conftitute the ncxt obje&t of
confideration. They fhould affuredly be
regimented, or formed into corps under
the command of European officers, refpon=
fible for their condu&, proficiency, and
regular receipt of pay. From the want of
fuch an arrangement during the late dif-
trefles, all regular difburfements to the troops
were impeded, and the public followers were
often fhamefully negle@ed. Much benefit
would alfo be derived from feparating the
complement belonging to the ficld and bat-
tering train ; and from eﬁablifhing‘iﬂ};each
cantonment a commiffary of floxs, pro-
vided with every article neceffary ‘to en-
able the divifion to which he belgngs,

Q.
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to move on the fhorteft notice, without
reference to the ftore-keepers of garrifons,
who are not fufficiently under military
control to be entrufted with military pre-
paration.

It is farther extremely requifite, that
your corps of Pioneers thould be encreafed,
not only for the fake of expertnefs and
difpatch in the preparations of a fiege, but
to facilitate the rapid movements of your
armies. So attentive was Hyder to this
branch of his eftablithment, that he feldom
maintained fewer than §,000 Commooty
men, or Pioneers, who preceded his line,
cleared the roads, and enabled him to move
with a celerity feldom equalled by Europeans.

The abufes* and deficiencies in your
bullock department, have long been the
fabje of complaint,. When Sir Eyre

® The great mafs of army conveyance in Indis, is

performed by bullocks,
5 Coote
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Coote in 1782 required 30,000 bullocks,
to enable the Carnatic army to move with
effe@, the total number alually ferving
with it did not, I believe, exceed g,000;
nor has that army ever been able to pro=-
cure a complement for diftant operations.
To this caufe has been chiefly attributed
the failure of the Carnatic war, and indeed
the evil in queftion feems almoft beyond
a remedy ; for the principal black men, who
ufed to engage their bullocks* in your
fervice, have been fuffered to run mufter
upon mutfter in arrears, after {pending their
ftock, and ftraining their credit on the pub-
lic faith; and at laft, fuch have been the
difirefles of the times, with more than twelve
months of unliquidated balance due to them,
and after having loft many hundreds of their
cattle through fatigue and ficknefs, they

* The rate at which bullocks are hired for the public
fervice is two and a half pagodas per month for a dranght
ballock, and two pagodas for a carriage bullock, The
fouthern army hired them for kfs by a half pagoda per
month, or ywenty-five per cent.

Q.3 have
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have been difmiffed from the Company's

employment,

It was not by fuch means that the En-
glith charaller became refpectable in this
country. There was a period no farther
dillant than the days of Ceneral Lawrence,
when the natives of Indoftan held the
engagements of an Englithman to be unal-
terable ; they reprefented him with a]l the
attributes of prowels in war, and of juftice
in peace, Thus confidence and venera-
tion were fo mingled in their eftimation of
him, that their {enfations of fecurity were
ftronger under an Englith authority, than
under the beft of tlicir native princes. In
thofe days the purfc of the individual was
ever open to the public exigency, for every
individual confided in the faith and credit
of the public. It muft be confefled that a
ftrict adherence to engagement, and the
fan&ity of public faith, were never more

gonfpicuous than under your Goyernment,
but
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but unfortunately the mifcondu& of ypur
predeceflors left you deftitute of means to
maintain that promptitude of difburfement,
and liberality of reward, by which the
Englith firfk rofe to clevation in India,

The next material objeét is, the depart-
ment of Engineers, including not only
preparations for befieging, but the defen-
{ive condition of your forts. You have a
refpetable corps of IFngineers, under an
officer diftinguithed for his talents of ar-
rangement,  An official enquiry into the
attual flate and defciencies of provifions,
ammunition, and other military ftores,
would enable you to afcertain the fpecific
complement that fhould at all times be
preferved in every garrifon of Coromandel,

The infpe&ion and defcriptive report of
all the fouthern garrifons, which are the
moft important on your Coaft, have long
ago been completed ; for, as foon as the army

Q4 returned
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returned from the enemy’s country, Cap-
tain Byres* was requefted by me to under-
take a furvey of Tanjore, Tritchinopoly,
Madura, Pallamcottah, and Ramnad. This
he executed with the utmoft ability, and
alfo tranfmitted to your Prefidency a ftate-
ment of every particulsr refpefting thofe
garrifons, expreffed in accurate and com=
prehenfive terms: there remains little far-
ther thercfore, except to beftow a fimilar
attention on the other forts, and above all,
moft rigidly to enforce obedience to fuch
orders, for replenithing the magazines, and
augmenting the complement of ftores, as
your Engineers and a Committee of Infpec.
tion may fuggeft. But vain will thefe
meafures prove, unlefs the ftares, magazines,
and fortifications, be fubje@ed to fevere and
periodical examinations, and unlefs the Com.
mandant of the place be enabled to enforce
your inftry@ions. . On the other hand, if

the military ftore-keepers and civil managers

@ Chief Enginegr to the fouthward,
be
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be fuffered to difregard all orders of the
Commandant, in the dire&tion of the ma-
gazines, and preparations for defence, afe
ruredly the refponfibility in moments of
attack fhould likewife be transferred to
them, that there might be fome reftraint, at
leaft, on their negligence or indifcretion.

The late degrading fcenes of furrender
without refiftance at Arcot, Cuddclore,
Permacoil, and almoft at every other place*
where the enemy made any vigorous attadk,
have fuggefted an eeconomical expedient
of defiroying many inferior garrifons
throughout the country. But your Board
will recolle®, that every thing was venal
on the Coaft for years before Hyder ven-
tured an invafion ;—that he had fecretly
purchafed the Killidarthips T of Arnee,
Gingee, Carnatic Gur, Thiagar, and vari-
ous other pofts of ftrength., Thefe he fill.
ed with emiffaries of his own, who, on

® Vellore and Wandivath were the only exceptions.
+ Killidar is the Moorifh Commandant of a place.
his
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his firlt approach, fecured the European
officer, if there was one, and furrendered :
for thofe important places were entirely
garrifoned by undifciplined dependents of
the Nabob. But unlefs thefe or fimilar
pofts atc re-occupied, filled with fupplics,
and defended by regulars, there can be no
fecurity of communication and fubfiftence ;
much lefs can cffenfive meafures be effected
from the Carnatic into the enemy’s country.
It will farther be found almoft impraclicable
to repeople the Carnatic, without forts and
ftrong holds; for the inhabitants fly from
fituations that afford not protection againft

predatory cavalry ¥,

Belides replenifhing thefe inferior forts,
the country cannot be fecure without better
regulation in your confiderable garrifons,

® Onchis queftion it is buc juftice toremark that the belt
military opinions are divided; and at any rate there is
little doubt, that if there were 2 refpe@able body of ca-
valry on the Coaft eftablithment, the neceflity of main-
taining the inferior forts wonld in 3 great meafure ceafe.

and
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and a diftribution of your remaining force
into three great fronticr cantonments. The
main or central one in the Carnatic, fome-
where between Arcot and Vellorc; the
fecond, or fouthern one, ncar Tritchino-
poly; and the third at Ellore, or in fome
other northern pofition.  The laft would
enable you to act in defence of the Circars,
in conjun&tion with the Nizam, or againft
Tippoo’s northern polleflions of Cudapah
and Kanoul, as circuinflances might 1equire,
Were the muin body of your forces thus
eftablithed in a conneéted range upon the
enemy’s frontiets, the movements of the
Carnatic army would no longer continue
circumf{eribed and incflidient as they have
been ; ncither would Tippoo dare to pe-
netiate into your pofleflions, left you thould
retaliate with fuperior facility againft hig

owWn.

But we cannot expe& a permanency of
arrangement in the prefent indefinite fate

of
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of military command :—while the power
that fhould dire& and the power that fhould
obey are at variance, while the fubordinates
are at the mercy of contradiCtory orders
from contending authorities,—nothing but
counteradtion can enfue. The inferior
officer looks not to his commander for pre-
ferment, nor cares for his difpleafure, pro-
vided his acquiefcence with the civil intercft
can procure him an appointment. The con~
dition of the Commander is {till more humi-
liating : —without weight to refift the en-
croachments of the civil fervice, his oppo-
fition only e¢xpofes his weaknefs, and his
compliance infallibly forfeits the confidence
of the army:—involved in odious dif-
cuffions, and being overwhelmed with
committee bufinefs, a very fmall portion of
his thoughts is beftowed upon the duties of
his ftation, Hence, for years paft, there
have been no regular reviews, no infpe@ion
of the troops on the part of the Com-
mander in chief,—~no enforcement of the

eftablithed



ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. ayp

eftablithed regulations of the Coaft fervice,
and fo little encouragement of parade duty,
that the difcipline of the army depends folely
at this time on the meritorious attention of
fubordinate officers.

There appears but one remedy for thefe
inveterate evils. While the power of a
Governor refts upon a different bafis from
that of a Commander in chief, the paffion
for fuperiority will occafion violent and
dangerous collifion. The mafs of the civil
fervice efpoufe the caufe of their Governor;

the body of the army range under the ban.
ners of their General. The firft are able

and united ;—the others are fuperior in ve-
hemence and number. The difcontented
of the civil fervice make common caufe
with the military ;—the obfequious of the
military take fhelter under the wing of
civil patronage. Hence a general ferment
is excited :——The civil fervice profecute
their meafures with methodical affiduity ;—

the
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the military indulge in clamorous excefs.
The grounds of difcontent are communi-
cated to the numerous attendants who fur-
round all Europeané:—from thefe they
{pread through other claffes of the natives,
and extending over the peninfula in-
volve every Englithman iu the hatred and
contempt of all India. The Afiatics can-
not enter into European diftinttions of par-
ticipated power :—while they behold Ge-
nerals {cizing Governors, and Governors
arrefling Generals, they neceffarily think
ill of cither fituation.

So indifpenfable in all Eaftern Govern-
ment is power undifputed and control with-
out countera@ion, that we cannot hope to
fee a period put to thefe calamities until au-
thority fhall iffue from one fource, and flow
in one equal undivided ftream. Were thig
the cafe,—were the powers of Governor
and Commander in chief united in the fame
perfon, flill fubje@ing all public afts of

Govern=
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Government to the voice of a council or
committee, the civil and military would
forget their animofities ; and inftead of re-
garding =ach other as contending fquadrons,
they would feel themfelves confederate
forces a&ing under the fame leader. No
longer would the deliberative plans for the
conduét of a war be thwarted by relutant
cxccution or actual difobedience, nor the
moft allming hopes of decifive enterprife be
ftifled by the fparing hand that fhould fup-
port them. Neither can it be conccived,
that from this amendment any difadvantage
would refult to the military. At prefent
they have the mortification to behold their
leader without power, influence, or refpect:
in the other cafc, he would poffefs them all,
Were the fame perfon Governor and Com-
mander in chief, the officer next in fe~
niority would naturally be cntrufted with
the gencral condu@ of the army, and
enjoy confideration due to the fecond in

command
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command of a great military eftablithment,
Thus the ungovernable feuds of party
would be checked, and there woyld be
fome profpe& that the public welfare might
engage the undiftra@ted attention of thofe
to whom it was entrufted.

With regard to your civil fervice, it pofs
fefles many advantages, The young gen-
tlemen fent out in that capacity are, iu
general, well educated ; and on their arri-
val at the Prefidency, are admitted to affift
in the bufinefs of the different offices, in~
cluding nearly the whole detail of public
proceedings that can occur in any govern-
ment. In fa&, fuch has been the falutary
operation of thefe initiations, that your
Prefidency alone has produced more men of
extended capacity in bufinefs, than could
probably be found in all the public of-
fices of London. Thefe acquirements are
extended, as the individual advances in

the fervice. He is fucceffively employed
as





