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appc1fcd but two prallicabte movements of 

fllfiicicnt moment to make Tippoe ui(e 

the fieg:e of M.mgalore: the one w~s, to 

move by Coimbatour, Settimungulum, 

and the pa(~ of Gudjcrcddy, l':hich leads 

up the gh.mts cr mo ~mtJ.in~ on which the 

kingdom of MylclIc ill c1cn.tcd, directly 

to M rfore fort and Seringapatam: the 

other was, to move againfi Palagatchcrry. 

The delign I had formcd of moving 

to Tippoo's c.1pital, with a view of form

ing .1 permallent dbbli(hmcnt, JllS beell 

3lready fiJ.tcti. For this purpo(c, an inter-

1llediate pbce of ftrength and refcrurccs was 

required, to ferve as a magazine of flores 

and prav,irion, for the profecution of our 

undertakings, or to feeuce a retreat if neeeC

fary. Neither Coimbatour, though the capi

tal of .. rich Rajahfhip, nor Settimungulum, 

nor ArdeneUi, which are the principal forts 
• 

in the dirta Toad from Daraporam to the 

<iry of Scriogapatam, were of fofficien' 

l\reDgth 
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ftrength to juftify our truning any of them 
3S our main dcpofit. lor the uncKpefled 

lofs of fuch a mlg:l.1 ine, while the army 

;night be ft:v cral IllmdrcJ miles advanced 

in an c!lemy's country, furrounded by a 

formid:lblc force, might h3VC fuhjeaed us 

to di[.dlers, of which the F.n~l jnl ar· 

mic3, dcf':lt.. .. "<i and taken ptihmcn. du

ring the w:tr, wen.: md.l1lcltoly rClIlcm

brancers. 

Palagatchcrry hdJ forth ("cry adVolntagc, 

being a pl.1ee of the firft ftrcngth in India, 

v. hile i t )) turitory afforded a fuperabundance 

of pro\'ifion ... The: mount:lins that bound 

the pars which it comman tls, are fi rcngthcn_ 

cd by thiLk forells and (urroundinv; woods; 

':I.OJ. the inrerfccrions of the P.miani river, 

through deep rice grounds, concurrod to 

enable a [mall boLly of infantry to defend 

• r,bgnthtrrr wu rompltlely Itbuill by H ydtr Cine_ 
the war of 1;(7 ",j.1I tilt £!nghtt.. llld.at flimilll~d .id, 
all tbe adnl!lKcs of Ellrojl~u toaflrlllhOIl l p.d drfcllcr. 

Ih. 
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the territory againft any number of horfe. 

It farther commanded the only practi

cable communication between the coaCls 

of Coromandcl and Malabar, and protl\lfed 

us polfefIion of all the countries from T rit

chinopoly by Daraporarn, in ::L track of 

more than ~oo miles. - It opened the 

means of fupply from Travaneorc, Co

chill t and other phccs on the Malabar 

coall.-Ie afforded confiJcllce to the Za
morin, and other diljRc(1L'tl Rajahs, from 

Cochin to Goa, who were flrug~ljng to 

fllake off the yoke of H ydt:r.-It left us a.t 

liberty to difguife our movements, and to 

proceed either by the route of Coimbatour 

and Gudjereddy, or by Calicut on the 

Malabar fea, and the pafs of Damalcherry, 

to the fiege of Seringapatam.-It was be

fidea of ruch intrinfic confequence to the 

Myfore Government, that the reduClion of 

it could not fail to weigh ciTentially in the 

negotiations for peace then faid to be in 

agitation, and promifed to make Tippeo 
Sultaun 
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Sulraun r.life the liege of M.mgalore in 

order to oppo(e our turther progrcfs. 

'Vc ;l(I\'.lnced from Pylny on the twenty_ 

fccond of O.:.1ober, reduccJ the forts of Cu

malum, Ciluckligcrrr, :lnd Annam.ll1cy, and 

paffcd throug-h .l ric.:h country, aboundins

wi!h tlry !;TJin ... , cattlc, wood, and rice fields. 

At Pai.ltchy the ground attains its higheft. 

elevation, and thc llrclms rUll call and weil 

to the Corom::uuld and M • .Llabar feas. Du

ring our ,)'hoie march through thi,s, part of 

the country, the flank brigade under Cap
uin Mai tland, movL·d couCbntly in front, 

occupied pofitiom, and fccured provifions 

for the army. 

From Ann,mllley our progref. became 
truly laborious, being obliged to force OUt 

way through :t fordl twenty miles in depth. 

extending thirty miles acrofa the pafs of Pa-

• Dry cnil) i, tint which 1"1111" .. ichout Hooding the 

Jud, ,hulll"" natcbt01, (.lIIbo, &r"ft, doll, "c • ."b.erc .. 
net ItqgirCi at nltlU, (uron. 10 b.: gndc:r 'Iuter. 

lagat. 
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Jagat. Our ubjeCl: wab to reach Colingoody, 

a poft on the weflern fide of the foreft, 

within flftcen miles of Paiagatcherry. The 

frequent ravines required to be filled up 

before it was peffible to drag the guns actors 

them,-innumcrablc large trecs which oh

firutl:ed the pafTage, required to be ClIt 

down and drawn out of the intended track, 

and then the whole road was to be formed, 

before the cnrriagc~ could pafs. The bri

gades wefC diftributcd to fuccecd each other 

I.t intervals, prc ... cdcd by pioneers, in order 

to dear Wh'lt the ll,1Yanced body had opcned 

for the guns and flores that were to move 

under cover of the rear divifion. 

While we were thus engaged, ah unre

~ittiog rain. extremely unu(ual at that 

Ieafon, commenced. The ravines were 

U1led with watcr,-thc paths became flip
p<ry,-tbe bullocks loft their footing,-and 
the troops were obliged to dl1lg the gun. 

and QIriageo acror. the whole ford\. I 
6 forced 
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fOfced on with the adv~lOce to Colingoody, 

in order to make tbe necefiJ.rr an.mgcmcnts 

with thc people of thc Z:lmorin, who had 

prepareJ for the future fuLfi!kllCc of the 

army, Thl! Jifpo!Jfions of (he inhahitants 

towards us, :md their mc:ms of fupply, eX

ceeded our man fJ.nguine expeCtations. 

The Zatnorin's Vakeel ' iu[ormed the Bra ... 

mills, that we were friends to their cau[e, 

.and carndl: to delivcr them from the yoke 

of Hyucr i that we ollly wHh~d to receive 

the public proportion of (he grain, but none 

from individuals; antl that any perron bt ... 

longing to the camp who {llOuld attempt 

to plunder, would be hanged in front of the 

lines. On hearing thefe declarations, they 

tefiified the ftrongefl fatisfaCl.ion; and tbeir 

confidence incrcafcd when they found that 

the neft offenders were executed.-The 

rains continuing fourteen days without 

intermiffion, the paffage through the fo
ren became dail, more difirefsful, and the 

troop' ~ere expofed in their whole pro-

M gref., 
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gref.l>, without the poffibility of pitching 

rents, or of procuring for them either cover 

er convrnience-. 

Colin goody is fifteen mites from Pala

gatcherryr and the·road lies entirely through 

rice ground~, with iutelft;;Qing ridges co ... 

vered with cocoa and arher trees. TIle 

water and embankments necefTary for the 

tuhivation of rice, render it difficult for 

guns to pafs,. and itnpratUcable fcr cavalry 

to aa. As foon a::; a [ufficicnt force got 

s.hrough the wood, the advanced coepit 

moved to the b:mk* of the Paniani river, 

within random !hot of the works of Pala

gatchcrry J where we took a (ecnre polition,. 

and prepared to invell: the place. My 
J3ramin l-larcarrahs thad encuted a. model 
o(tOO fort in clay, a work at which they 

arc< utrcmely dexteroUf\ j and on an IJands 

we 1~ retoved ac~ounts "r it that appeared 

• Nowol'ftkr .". 
f _ ....... l!"'pI< - .... ;...nc.-.... 

JUdi, Ire.. 
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exaggetatedj but a near infpeClion of ita 
firength impreffcd me with ferious appre .. 

henlinns that much time might be waned in 

its rcdLlt .... ioll. 

On the fourth ofNQ\'embcr, the main body 

of the troops, not including the rear clivi .. 

lion, arri\'ed at our pofilion on the river, 

which we paffed next day, ann encamped, 

about two miles caft from the fort, acro{, 

the great road that leads from Combataur. 

The eJlginccrs' fiore. arrived, and a port for 

them was eftabJifhed, where aU the prepa

rations far a fiege were calleCled. As our 

next abjea was, to circum{cribe the bdieged, 

and accelerate our approaches, with thia 

view we occupied the pettah, or open town, 

on the call. and north faces of the fort: andou 

eaeh of thefe filee. earried forward an a.t .. 

tack. During the whole period of our 
approaches, and in the eonfiruClion of our 

trenches, porollda, and batterie., the hefiege4 
lept a continned me aD' our covering and. 

M. working 
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''Jorking patties. The battering train and 

fiofeR, howevcr, under c.over of the fourth 

b'igadc, reac.hed our encampment On the 

9th, after a [ucceRion of toil that would 

appear irKrcdiblc if n:dtcd in detail. 

Apprehending mach delay from the 

ftrength of the works, and" (he obA:inacy of 

the defenders, cfpecially if they lhould force 

us to approach by rap to the cfeft of the 

glacis, and to proceed from thence by regu-

hn gr:;uJarions aCTOrS [he dItch, we refolved 

M a ieafonabJe opportunity to attempt the 

gateway. 'Ve found i.t Co firongly flanked 

aDd fortified, that it appeared almoft feture 

frOlu any attatlk j howevCl, having no draw· 

bridge, we founded our hopes of actelcratiDg 

the liege on this circumtlance. \Vc did no« 

tberefure per~it any heavy metal wbateveJ 

to be fired till the tbirtecntbf when we open .. 

tel ,.,itb twelve guns and four howitzen 

bom two battcriC3 at 400 r-mIa ~ 
from the <aft and north fae .. of the f~ 

an< 
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,.nd before · funfct thc defences were fo 

much damaged, that the fire of the btfiege4 
conliderably abated. 

The particubrs of our attack, and thC' 

furrendcr of the plaL'c during the night, 

which arc explaillcd at full lcnS"th in my 

Jetter of the 15th of NO\'cmbcr, were not 

more fortunate than un.cxpcCled. \\' e 

found thc fort covered by a. rcrpccbbJc ~Ia .. 

cis, wi th a ~ood CO\'crtway j a \'cry broad 

and decp ditch, compl<:tcly reveted j a large 

bermc, and a very fhong commanding 

rampart. The figure of the fort was nearly 

~uadrangular : the dimenfions of its fac~. 

were 528 fcct by 432: each angle Waf de .. 

fended by a capacious round baLlicn with 

nine embrarurcs, and a bafiion of a fimUar 

conA:rudion on the centre of cach curtaifl. 

It had only one entrance, palling through 

three gateways, mounted a great number of 

guns upon the worn, and contained Ii glr~ 

<if on of 4000 men. 
M 3 O~ 
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On the night of the thirteenth, Captaiq, 

J\hitl:l.Od, with a part of the four flan.k 

bat: Jlion~, took the advantage of a heavy 

rain to drive the befieged from the co\'ert

way. Being fa fortunate a!. to fucceed, he 

purfued them witbin fhe firrt and as far as 

tht" (i'[,"flnd g:atcway, where he wac; nopped, 

but maintained his ground with great fpirit 

and ability until a reinforcement arrived. 

This mode of attack fo much alarmed the 

enern.y, that they called out for quarter, 

and put lJS in porrelTion of a fort capable of 

making a long and ikfrcrltc rcfillance. 

'Ve foulld ),0,000 pagodas in the placc, bc

fides a very large fupply of grain, guns, 

pqwder, {hot, and military flores. 

In my letters to your Lordlhip and the 

Board on this fubjctl, it appeared ne

eeffary for me to be ~inute in a deferip

tion of the place, becaufe its confequena: 

.nd. ~oeal fituation were not accuntely 

b""Q to Europeans. Thit fonrdi """"" 
maud. 
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-mands a fertile and extenG\·c diftria:, the 

adjacent forells abound with the fiueft 

Teek timber* in India, and the river Pani

ani i~ at hand to float it to the Malabar {ca. 

P3lagatchcrry, from its polition, equally me· 

Ilaces the po!lcffions of Tippoo '0]1 the 

wellern waft and towards M),forc by the 

route of Combatour and Gudjereddy; 

while the movements of the fouthcm army .. 

almoft without money or fubfificncc, except 

what we procured on our march, afford 

fuffident proof, that magazines of grain 

cfiabliihoo there v..-auld enable: annies to 

penetrate with confHlcnce and fccurity from. 

the coall of Coromandel to that of Malabar, 

a.nd thus bring the military .refOUTCCS of 
Madra; and Bombay imo one point of 

union and efrea. 

On the furrender of Palagatcberry, the 

place was garrifoDcd by the nineteenth 

• Tetk ti .. bu jJ tqut, if not {upuj,p" to Oak fOf I,b
purpore. of fhipbgi Jolng. Thtrt iJ hke .. "re • lrelt q .... 
tit, of.....,."- i" tht ntighbovhood. 

M t blt-
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bnttJ.lion, with a few Europeans and fomt' 

hrrbUlars under Captain DewJ.r, one of 

yom abldl: officcr~. The 1leir apparent of 

the Zamorin left his retirement in the woods, 

and remained with me titHing the liege. 

In anfwer to hi ~ urgent folicitation~, t1lat we 

{bould rdlorc llim to the dominions of 

which Hyder had deprived his f;tnllly, I 

declared, that in the e"ent of our moving 

by Calicut, we might hope to effect his 

re-cftabliOtmcnt there i and that in the 

mean while he !hould be reinflated in the 

territory of Palng:u, an anCient dependency 

of the Zamorius,-rcquiring only from him, 

that he fhould furniJh gr.lin for the army 

",hile in that ,-icinity, without any other 

obligation, until the conclufion of the war, 
or unlit your Government fuould make 

rome regular agreement with him. 

To eftablHh more fully the Zamoria'a 

.uthority, and to afford him the necef

fary (upPOIt ill hio prcfcnt lituation, ._ 

lug< 



ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. ,s., 

large body of Bramin Harcarrabw. who 

had conftantly remained with me: in can1J\ 

..... ere employed, and proved not only of 

great fen'ice in the bu(inel~ of inreliibl'Cnce, 

but of material influence in conciliating the 

GcntoC's. Accompanicu by them, we fre

<}uclllly rod\! throu~h the adjacent villages, 

alfcmbled rhe head people, and affured them 

of proteCtion. During thefe proceedings 1 

maintained a corrcfpondencc with Brigadier 

GeneTJl Mddcml, Colonel Campbell, and 

the Rdidcncy of Tclicherry, intimating 

my intention of approAching their coafl, and 

atruring General Macleod of my earnefhvifh. 

to co-operate with him in every meafu're' 

that could tend to advance us in full force 

againt! 6eringapatam. Having heard that 

there was abundance of hattering guns and 

military flores at Telicherry, I wrote for 

fueh fupplies as could be {pared, ofJ'enog to 

mon down to Paniani or Calicut, and to 

proceed to Seringapatam, either by the par, 
of Damalcherry, throuSh the country of 

our 
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our friends the Nym, or elre to retum from 

Paniani or CaHcut to Palagatcherry, and 

from thence by Coimbatour, as he might 

judge moil eligible. 

The Admiral Sir Edward Hughes being 

then at Tc:licherry with thr' fq'J:airon, I 

entreated him to fend a ,"eITe1 with fiore. 

to Pani:mi, and, in order to guard againft 

dirappointment, difpatchcd mcffcngers to 

Cochin, to (ccure an (Imrie furr1y at that 

place. General M'lcleod with his difiin

guifhc:.l liherality of charaCter aOured mc, 

that in thc e\'cnt of my moving towards 

him, he w<.Juld unite in profecJ.1ting the 

movement to Seringapatam, without taking 

any advantage of his feniOliry, and witllout 
iaterfcring in the command cf the foutherq 

.,my. Finding, however, that his army 

eould not be put in motion in lefs than two 

JDbnt;ha, f« ..,ant of bullocb and convey .. 

lOlCe i ,~.. "" {ubllantial flock of military 

llor.. <OIIId 1,. expeded ~ T cJichcrry i 
8 and 
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and that we ihould mce.t with extreme 

cbfirutlion in our progrefs through the 
deep and intcrletled mutes lcading from 

Palagatchcrry to C.llicilt j we refolved to 

rdv on. C.ochin for fupplies, and to pro

fecute our mCarUI"Cf. hy CoimbatouTt fiill 

pn:fcrving the utrnoll: union of operation 

with the M,ll .. bar army. 

\Ve arrived before CoimhJ.tour au the 

twemy-f ixth of November, having been 

annoyeJ with rocket!> on the march, by a 

very large budy of hade. Finding that there 

was no glacis, we proceeded immediately to 

erea a battery, hut before we had cITed-cd a 

breach, the KiUidar* furrendcred; and on 

this occaGon we treated him and hia gar .. 

Tilon with the urman kindncf.q, all we had 

before done thofe of Daraporam and PaJa. 

gatcheny. A great quantity of ammuD~ 

tion, flores, and grain, were found in the 
fort; and the adjacent ground. wer.e co. 

• Co ... 1td. of die Iorio 

.orecl 
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vered with abundant crops. The poffeffiol\ 

of this town, being the capital of the 

greatell. anticnt Rajahiliip in the country, 

promifed eminent adv'lntJgc i for although 

not remarkable on account of its military 

ftrrngth, it is held in higher eaimation 

than :.Illy other place hclonging to the My

lorcans in the P.l)'co (;hrlut, or country 

below the mountains. 

We now arrive .1 t the mOrt intcrefting 

momcnt of the war. The f,illli fc, ll of 1\1an-:

galore, ulll1cr its incflim,lblc commander 

Colonel C.lmpbdl, 11.1<1 Ul.Hl o.: a ut..' tl:nc;! 

fhat has been [ddom eqm.lkd and never 

furpaffed. \Vith a handful of mea worn 

out by fatiguc and f.j.min~, he refilled 

for many months a fvrmiJahle army 

onder Tippoo Sultaun. The whole power 
of that prince, affiflcd by the fcicnce of his 

French auxiliaries, could not force a breach 

that bad laog lain open, and he was ~c;

pulf«l in .'.'1attcDlft to carry it by florm. 
'fippoo'~ 
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Tippoo's army, particularly the canBY, 

had fuffcred greatly by a perfevcrancc in the 

fiege during the whole period of the rainy 

feafon. The inrerior affairs of hifl. domi .. 

nions, being unfettled !inee his recent ac .. 

ccllion, 'Were ill extreme confufion. His. 

failure againfl l\hngatore h.1d encouraged 

the Corga Rajah, 3. powerful Chief under 

the mountains tilJ.t ft.:parate the Malabar 

country from My(ore, to aOen independ

ency by anus j \\ hile c\'cry other ancient, 

Rajah on the Malahar fide of India from Goa. 

to Cochin, was eager to repel the tyr.anDT 

of the My(arc Government, to which the 

whole of that cxtcnfivc eoan no longer 

owned fubjctlion. 

General Macleod at ttle head of ,h. 

Malabar forces, firong in Europeans, a.rtW.. 
lery, and native corps, fupportethhefe Ra"'f 
jabs, and laboured with his ufual cnl;:rgy.tq 

complete the f yilem that be had matarialJ¥, 

promoted. There was likcwi(c a force 

.ding 
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atling under General JoneSt againft thd 

t:udapah country, or northern 'poifduons of 

Tippoo Sultaun, where hh power was ill 

dlablUhcd, and the amy under my direc

tion. waa perhapQ the. firongeft foree be.

longing to Europeans that had ever been 

employed in India. The countries we had 

reduced extended lOa miles in length, from 

the diftriCt of Tritchinopoly on the eaft, to 

Ramgarry, thirty miles well of Palagat ... 

cherry, afforded provirions for 100,000 

men, and yielded an annual revenue of 

6oo,oool, while every necefTary arrange~ 

ment had been made for the regular col

lea.lon of theft rerources. 

The fort and p.fs of P.lagatchcrry fe
tared oor weftem fil;l11r, and the interme

date potition of General Macleod', army 
between that place and Tippoo's main anay 
at Mangalon:, logether with the ungular 

comlnnation of ravines, ri.vers and em

bankments tb.t intcrfc<l tb. Malabar coun-

iii.., 
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tries, and the mount:a.ins that dh'idc thetll 

from Myfore, through which the paffdf 

were occupied by our friends the difaf ... 

fed:ed Rajahl, rendered it .lImon impratli

cable for Tippoo to move in that direClion 

againft cur new acquifitions. To attack: 

them by a movement through the palfcs of 

the Chauts, on the cJ.fic:rn flank towards 

Salem and Erode, fuppofl!J a circuit of five or 

fix hundred miles from the pofition ofop .. 
poo's army beforc Mangalorc. His movC'

ments therefore againfl thcfe acquifition. 

could only be attempted by the central paf. 

from Myfore at Gudjcrcddy, which it 

not fifty miles in ftont from Coimb~tour: 

and the poffeffion of th:lt pars affured us an 

immediate accc(s to the clpiral of Tippoo's 

kingdom, commanding a communication 

with our new acquifitions, and with the 
Company', fou.hem provinces. Befidet, 

al far .. the fyfiem of defending ' front 

Raub and rear can eva be extended fron\ 
the pofitiOIl of an army to the topographi.., 

caJ 
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cal circumfi.ances of a country, it would: 

enable us to fecure thore territories from 
any confiderable irruptions. At this period 

too, the chumba or great crop througlwut 

the country was upon the grout1d, and, 
independently of the magazines in our 

front, promifed ample proviJion. 

The Corga Rajah had repeatedly promifed 

Us fupplic8 from his country, extending 

within thirty miles of Seringapatam. There 

p~mifel5 were confirmed by the Zamorin, 

.... ho had abundantly furnilhcd us with 

grain at Palagatchery-y. This Prince likewifc 

engaged forthe affiflance of all 'he Malabar 

Cliiefs, commanding the ghauts or mOUQ

Will that boond Myfore upon the weft; 

and convinced us that they were not oIrlr 

willing to provide for us during the fiegt, 
hilt. to form maga:z.ines in ' Chong pofitioJll 

.:moDt ~the mountahts, tlnd to jo~Q. u& with 
~ .' . 
20 or 30,000 Ny"", if Ruired. 

MUomcd 
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M.homed Ally, and other diftinauDh

cd leaders, ba.d bccn executed in .. 

camp of Tippoo, for exciting cli.faff'eaion. , 
A recent confpiracy had occurred in Setin-

gapatam, menacing the rdeaf~ment of the 

Engliib. prifoners, the cxciufi6n of lip
)lOO'S family, and the re-eftablifhmtnt of 
the anfient Rana, or G~ntoo fovereign o( 

Myfore. In addition to this enumeration 

of ad"ant'ges, we had every rca Con to rely 

on the Gentoo or Caoaca race forming the 

great milfs of inhabitants in Myfore, who 

had unequivocal proof_ of my eameft zeoI 
to fupport their interefb and fa"ourite 
family; while nety circumflance of preCa.t 
fitlL1tion or of furure profpeCl f«au.d -to 

mark this intereding moment a. tbe erir .. 

of the war. 

The If""!,, were immediately pro.idee! 

with tell day' pin, the carriaca r.polred, 
the deputmeplJ una"", .nd lb. arm, 
prepared to m.rch~ My def"" agai.a the 

N -ron. 
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(orts and m;'lgalines of Settimungulum and 

Ardenelli .. J was communicated to your 

Board; and from thence it was my intention 

to pu{h forward to tbe city of Seringapa

t,aDl with the utmoft rapidity that could be 

l::!:oited with precaution. Exulting in the 

bright pt"rfpeCtive that lay before us, we 

felt a painful cagernefs for the moment of 

departure jour expellations, however, of 

reftoring the Englifh name and confe

qucnce in India were of thort duration. 

Your Lordfhlp and tht Board hadjudged 

it expedient to delegate your powerl of 

negotiation to coDlOlillionen. who were to 

Ireat of peate at the Durbar of TIppoo SuI

!&UQ. ID.e!led with full authority by your 

Board 10 giv.< what inllruaioll8 they tbought 

. proper to all troopa of tbe Englilh em-

' . ~1Io11ll1 •• i. 'tua&ed. OQ * baG!" of Lb. Ca
;.n. b,ift lht pat. of Gcteij.rNddy. AtdueUi iud,OIIIo 
tlt top . of u.e ,bauu, Olli the .dented ht or 1&Wc.laG4 

~~ 
played 
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ployed againR the Myfor.an., they pro
ceeded to the camp of Mudeen ul Deeil 

Cawn near Arnee in the Carnade. Be
tween that place and Archetry Waulcum 

they received intelligence, that in conre
queoee of information from the Refideney 
of Telicherry, intimating to me a renewal 
of hoflility on the pan of Tippoo Sulttull 

againft Mangalore, [he army under my com
mand had mond into the enemy's coun
try, and had reduced Palagatcherry. After 
many compliments to my own condua 
and exenions, they direa:ed me fotth_ith 
to reilaTe aU pofb, fom, and counrdc6 lately 
reduced, and to retire within the lImits por .. 
{~fTed by the Englilh on the .wenty-lix.h of 

the preceding July- Thi. letter reached llIe 

on the twenty-eighth orNovtmber, two days 
before my intended march towards Gudje
reddy and Seringapat.... Neither feeling 
myfdf at libeny to difregard an order 10 
peremptorily con.,.ed, nor to ful61 the 
ulmoR exlent of it! li.en1 figniJicatioo, I 

N • IIau4 
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Rated to them the benefits of our politioo, 

and the menacing appearance on the Ma

labar coati i tranfmitdng at the fame: time 

fimilar communications to your Board, and 

inlialating my intention of remaining at 

Cnimbatour until I lhould be farther 

inftruCl:cd. ?\'1y Aid 'de Camp, Captain 

Moody, with the fame view, proceeded to 

Madras; and was fully qualified by know
'ledge and ability to explain our fitua
tion, and to prove that a movement to Se

ringapatam would endanger the throne of 

Hyder. 

During the (u~eeding interval, every 

moment was employed in adding to the ful~ 

nefa of our equipment. R.oc.hin Cawn, tbe 

tommandct of Tippoo\ army in the coun

try of Coimbatour, was informed, that we 

would obfene the corr.tion till further 
lIrden.. Captain Maitl.nd, with the Bank 

,- a...~11 0( intctC'OGrfc ~k piau betWtea RodU_ 
Ca,ro'i dlrap ud 0"". of' whlGh tben: iad heea ~ U· ....,le 1ie1"'teU CDIIlc!ldinr umKl i .. indIa. 

brig:tde, 
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brigade, proceeded to Dindigul and T_ 

jore, in order to bring fupplies of ftore;a 

from the foutbem garrifons. Mr. Digby, 
Paymafter in camp. whofe zeal and publk: 
talents have on aU occafions been confpi

CUOUS, went to procure money at TInive1ly, 

and to concert with Mr. Irwin, Superin .. 
tendant there, a permanent mode of remif.. 

tance and fupply: and u foon as (his rein .. 

forcement iliould be ready to move towards 

us, it wa, my intention to fall back and cover 

the juntiion. In the mean time the third 

brigade was detached by Palagarcherry to 

Cochin, \'there the Governor had prepared.
for us a confiderable flock of arnu:Jc, fiorea, ' 

and ammunition; while the main body of 
the army remained at Coimbitour, ready tg. 

oppofe the enemy. But thel< and all fimilar 

arr8DgemeRts were rendered ~bonive by yOW' 

minute8 of confulcatioD dated the fifth of 
December, direCting me to fulfil the order 
of unqualified reffitution enjoined by your 
Deputies, as tbe prdiminariea of negotiation. 

N3 will\ 
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with Tippoo Sultaun. Thefe papers reached. 
me about the middle of December, and a 
few days afterwards I received from the 
CommiHionen another letter, repeating their 

in~"" 

We bad entirely confumed the grain in 
CoVpbatour,a.nd all that was ripe in the adja.
ccnt Selds. We were not at liberty to move 

ip. our intended coune, nor to look for new 

fllPpliea, which would have ileen confidered 
.. an infraaion of tbe celUtion; it therefore 
bcame necefrary to retufIl to Palagatcherryt. 

where the troops received grain to fubfifi 
them II far as Tritchinopoly and Madura, a 
diftaneoof two hundred miles. On the twen .. 
ty-elghth of Do:ember, the army advanced 
tow.da the fouthern countries j and at the 
r- time three hattalinn. under Captain 
WbeoIer ....... detached to efuort the fiore. 
e.- Coc:hio, with direaiona to .... acuate 

hlopd>crry, ."" to join III by the 
route of Annamall.,. and Pylny, c10fe to 

Ihe 
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the mountains. On our fecond muth we 

were vifi.ed by the Rev. Mr. Swam, whom 
your LordO,ip and the Board reque!led '0 
proceed to Seriogapatam as a faithful inter

preter between TIppoo and th.e Commlf

fioners. The knowledge and integrity of 

tbis irreproachable Miffionary have retrieved 

rhe charatl:er of Europeans from imputa

tions of gener:J.! depravity. A refped:
able cfcort attended him to the neareR: 

encampmenr of the enemy; but he was 

(lopped at Settimungulum, and returned to 

Tanjore. I rejoice, however, that he un
dertook the bufinefs; for his journal which 
has been before your Board evinccc, that 

th~ fouthern army aCled towards our. ene

mies with a mildnefs feldem cKperienced by 
friends in moments of pacification. I'rom 

him alfo you learned, tha.t this coodutl 

operated on the minds of the inhabitanta, 

who declared that we afforded them mcrrc 

fecurc proteaion than the cOInJlllndm of 

their own troops. 

N4 The 



IS. A "JEW OF THI 

The army hAd DOW been fed for -1 
months eQtirely at the ex-pence of the 

enemy j and dirccHons wert given, that 
all grain found in the country lhould 
be ferved out to the troops in lieu o~ 

~a:ua -. thereby faving to the Company an 
advanco (,£ nc:arly 500/. per day for the 

whole time thle army was fo fubfifled. and 

lavin; the troops to make their after ... 

~1"04s in cue they lhould cxpca to r~ 

«ive that g<'!in on the fOQlinl; of ~
tur~ t. 

On the fourth of January ' 784. the 
army arrived :at Ayryacoua, Colonel Stu

art with the main divifion proceeded to 

" ... it 'dt. 'att1 (.,. .It ....... to · tr60pi oyer .'"d 
.~e ,~~~. j;lllievpffllbjjlf,* Wile ia.ahotdd. 

t Some other ILtllliu had thu,~4 tbe COD1~ny wilb 
,hf '-". dW'\'O "''ery fOldift' id dI'~ 'ield. 'zIGl:wilblhndlng 

t""' ,~~ 1.11 In. ~ ..... rm.t *"Iie tMUI~ 
",IICC or die troop" Thlli dII,11I11OUIiI of. lhe grw. fould 

,l", ':' J 'lJ ' ) 1, ' J . ' , ' ~ • ... ... rMi m:t1IJ ,.\JIt ranil, 10 ihe bioelil or indln-
tllMb. Jf I ,. per_in. ,"is P~. die Co.".., 
would tal ...... • ~oo9/. 

Caroort 
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Caroor, on the borden of the Tritchlno

poly country; Colonel F orhe. with a thong 
force, remained in the difhi8:, of Darapo

ram and Dindigulj while Colonel Kelly, 

with another divifion, advanced to Cova

non:: on the borders of Madura and the 

Marawas. This diftribution was intended 

to relieve your provinces from the burdea 

of fubfifting too large a proponion of 
troops. At the fame time the divifiom 

were fo ftationed, as to overawe every 

difiritl to the fouthward, and to form the 

army on the iliortefl notice, in the evCllt 

of a renewal of the war againfl TIppoo 

Sultaun. 

Having: proceeded with tbe Cav~r.c 

divifion, as the moA. central fituatioa, t9 

the foutbward. thefe arrangemenu w .... 
hardly fioifhed· when 1 rea:i\'cd 1'0\11'> 

ordm to ruiTemble ~ army. and. to. ,prc-

pare 
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pare for a recommencement of hoftitity. 

You Iikewife dinCled me to retaill poffer· 

fion of Palagatcberry, in caf~ by any ilcd .. 

dent it fhould have been reftored. I in

ftantly ilfued order. to all the garrifons .nct 

ftations to augment our. equiprn.ent j wrote 

to Mr. Sulivan, Mr. HippilIcy, and the 

other Gentlemen in the civil departments, 

intreating them to procure bullocks, gun

ney bags, and money for the preiIing 

exigencies of the army: and farther made 
a circuit of the fouthern countries to acce

lerate thefe preparations. }"rom Ramnad 

I went to Tinivelly to forward the buflOefs 

of money and conveyance, coIleaing for 

us there by Mr. Irwin j and from thence 

wrote to the Zamonn, exhorting him to re ... 

rain Palagatchury. which h. had occupied 

after it waa abandoned by Captain Wheel

er. Captain Agnew. was (000 afterwacds 

difpatobed wilh • party of Sepoy&, to Colici, 
four battalions from the Rajah of Travan... 

core. who very graciauOy complied with 

my 
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my requelt; and by means of that affin.· 
ante, Captain Agnew would no doubt havo 

enabled the ZaDlorin to maintain the place, 

had not the Zamorin - and his adherents, 

defpairing of fupport, abandoned the fort t 

and retired to their recdfcs in the moun-

tains. 

On the north-eaft border of the Tini .. 

• e!ly country, a letter reached ' me from the 

Commiffioners, dated the eleventh of Fe .. 

bruary near Mangatore, and written in teTIn! 

which not only marked the enmity of Tip .. 

poo, but convinced me that a rupture was 

unavoidable; and this opinion was after_ 

warch confirmed by a detail of particulars, 

jn a letter from General Macleod. No time 

was therefore to be loft: in orderins. die

ftores to join Colonel Stuart', divifion onr 

• The Zamorin and hi. (0110_,. o( t~, Nyu call: a .... 
rigid GentOOI. and "elln'lte the Srllni",. T ,ppoo'. (ol_ 
die". tberefore, daily e~,okd Ihe head, a(m'"T 1,. .. 1Q. 
in fililto(lbe fort. It i, .l'e,ltd that the Z •• oria, U., 
tber th.n ... ited. filch fllOtmHjn. cbole to l\n.Ddon Pala. 
,,,(bl"Y· 

I Caroor. 
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Caroor, and we marched the fame night 

to :Madura. 

On my arrival at Connore·, I found 

that fanlma t, amounting to a lack of pa

godas, had reached tJ.e camp from Tanjor •• 
The impatience of the troops for this {up

ply was proportioned ro the feverity of 

their ~lfirefs ; e.x.cepting .the pnze-mQney at 

Palagatcherry, and the 9fO\king money to 

the parties employed On extra labour, no 

fum. had been ilfucd to the .rmy during 

our whole progrefs, in croiling and re

croffing India. Unfortunately the coin 

in which this paymen~ was received, be

came t. 'more co,pious [ource of diCcontent, 

than all the hardlhip. they had endured. 

~ ft.u pago~t is underilxlod, to be Ibe 
ollir , Iq;&I tinder of your Prefidency: it 

• CoJI)Da ~lIJ" diyiJiOlll "' .. "doDN dttN: it iJ o. 
~ .D'~. 01 the Mar ..... ~UJ'." dwl CW1:IICJ IIIiIoI 
flOta Mad ..... 

. t , ..... an. 6aalI coill of clit!Ucllt nlllt, (OaIpoled. 
of ~ "ci·cop "r. 

t The br pICCNIa ilI..u ei, .. c lhillia,l. 
is 
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is not coined to the fouthward, bu, its p~cc 

had u[ually been [uppiied by the Porto Novo 
pagoda, which is lefs valuable by ten per. 

cent. The Rajah of Tanjore has not 

exerciCed the right of coining pagodas., 
and of late has pm his tribute- in f~nam9. 

The Dutch coinage at Negapatam formerly 

3~ounted to fou'!" or flu lacks of pagodu 

annually, but this has ~en difcontinued 
finee we got poR"elftOn of that city. /u 

there is no gold coin",gc: in any other place 

to the fouthward, nor any regular drcuta

tion of rupees, the whole eUfTe~ of 

thofe provinC'cs, exceeding the J1ltod .. 
that happen to be in u(c, confifts of 

fanams; "f there eury difiria coinr a 

different fott, and no comparatiTe rate 

having ever been efta.blifhed between the 

ftar pagodas and tbore inferior co)DI, 

their "a1ut 8ueluatts acc=ording to th • 

• The triblu, IIDOIlDb U» (QIU' latU o( pa~ •• 
160,OQO/. 

reJatiTt 
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relari ve demand, and the coinage of one 

province is feldom or never at par in 

another. 

'Vhenever it is known that a large ifTu

iug of fanams is at hand, the Shrofl's, Sou

can, olllc.l Dubafhes·, purcha[e aU the pa

godas they can procure. Thus the fanams 

are kept at a high price, till the dilburfe

ment has taken l)lace, and the rate i! fixed 

at the current exchange for the day. But 

no (ooner has this fluctuating coin been 

circulafed, than the pagodas come forth, 

and in forty-eight hours the holders of 

fanams fuffer a depreciation of fix, eight, 

or ten per cent. Still morc appreffive is 

(his medium of public payment, when the 

fanama arc iffued in a province to 'which 

.trey do no. properly belong : for the Tan

jore fanam has no regular currency in any 

• S).roIi. SOIlCln •• 1IJ O"bdhel. Ile ... OOt1ch ....... 
_ken. ~ bl.ck 'ItDU of the EIIonIpt'.IU. 

other 
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ptber province. And this applies 'to all 

coins of that dcfcription, fabricated in Tnt .. 
chinopoly, Madura, Tiniyelly, Ramnad, 

and Shevigunga. 

The commercial evilli from this dcbaJe

ment and diverfity of coin are not le{6 con

fidcrable. A merchant cannot make a re
mittance to any place north of the Coleroon, 

without much trouble and expence in pur

chafing pagodas, or elfe by an unrcafonab~e 

premium to Soucafi. The money rCl'oittcd 

to the army from Tanjore was iffued in 

Tanjore fanams, at the rate of twenty-twa 

and au half per fiu pagoda: but whea the 

Sepoys received this money in diftant en

campments, they found that twer.ty-four or 

twenty-five fanam. were required for a 

pagoda there; nor could they in many iG-l' 

ftaDCea, without enormow. lof" procure Iht 
necea&riea qf life for thofe uncwrent fa-

na"" 
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To prevent as much as poffible tbe 

troop. from (ufFering by a lofs: upon ex

change, which in common jufHce (boola 

raU upon the public, it was propofed to 

Mr. Sulivan, and immediately acceded to 

by him, that the paymafter ihould carry the 

tlifferencc to the account of the Company. 

It was therefore dircdeu, that the officeR 

commanding divifions of the army, fhould 

form a Board to afcertain the lofs funained 

by each battalion, and Mr. Dighy, paymafe 

tain camp, was: infima-cd to gi\'ecredit to 

the corps for the aOlofnt of lofs incurred, 

agreeably to the general ftatement tranfe 
ntitted to me by the abovementioned Board. 

It appeared requilite to be minute, in thi, 

J'CCIPituiation, in order to iOlprefa the necef .. 

lit)' of ",form in the [outhorn pay"''''''' 
'Oli. will be . • £rca.d, by ordering a large 
cal .... of pagoda., and by eD:ablilhing a 
urif or proportional value between the pa .. 
aa4u and fanams, in the fame mOlnner as 

in 
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in Engbnd twenty~one fhillings are at all 

times equivalent to a guinea.. 

My nC";.t objeCt was to concert meafut:ei 
with Mr. Suiiv.:U1 for the fafety of the 

fOlfthern countries, while the. army lhould. 
for the third time. advance into the enemy'. 

dominions. With this view I proceeded to 

Tanjorct and from thence by T ritchino

poly joined the main divifian at Caracr. 

You had been ph~ared to reinforce us from 

the Prctidency with the ninety~eighth regi

ment, a party of European artillerymen, 

and fome heavy ordnance. Other gullS 'Wert 

received from Tanjore, and the exertions of 
Mr. Sulivan' procured us many articles In 

which we had been before deficient. 

During my late progrefs through the 

{outhern countries, Mr. Digby called forth 
every exertion of hill perfonal credit, and iq 
addition tb conveyance for the whole ord .. 

nance.ammunitioo,and fror" of the army, he 
· 0 had 
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hJ.d aClually provided carriage complete for 

300,0 00 fears of rice j which at the rate of 

one fcar per dJ.y for i 5 ,000 1111::11, amounted 

to twenty days provifion, exclufive of 

other conveyance, amounting to ten days 

more. The main body of the army was 

afft"mhlcd at Carnor, excepting the divifion 

with Colonel Forbes, which remained in 
force at Daraporam, ready to join at the 

{horteR: notice. Nothing farther was want ... 

ing but [pedfle orders from your Lordfhip 

and the Board, or from the Commiffioncrs. 

to re-commence hofiility j and 1 had flill a 

plan of operations in view, that promifed to 

lead us to the capital of Myfore by a route 

not lefs favourable than tha.t which we had 

been dire!l:cd to rclinquifh, in cafe it fhould 
• 

have been judged nece{fary to renew the 

war. This e"cnt became extremely pro-
bable from the reccnt conduct: of our ad'ter

raries. Previouny to my arrival at Cuoor 
• • 

• foraging party bad been attacked, and an 

European officer, who fell into the enemy
Nnda, 
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hands, was c10rdy confined at Sanbrydur .. 

gum. The fecond battalion had been ad

Vanced from General J ones's force to tho 

northwart.!, and W.1$ entirely cut to pieces 

by 1irroo'~ troops n:.:ar Cumalum j while 

TippOD himfdf, finding tllat the {outhern 

army was ordered to ab.:mdon his country. 

and that no other force could venture to op .. 

pofe him, rerlificd in his inveftmcnt orMan .. 

galore, and compelled that difiinguilhed 

garrifon to yield at Iaft to the neceffity of 

fdmine, and furrender the place·. 

Notwithftanding the Bagrant treachery 

by which Mangalore was loft, and the deli. 

berate maffacre of General Mathewa, with 

many other captive Engliih officers, the 

treaty of peace was mutually figned on the 

eleventh of February, and exchanged be

tween the Commiffioners and Tippoo Sui. 
, 

• Colo *.mpbdl marched of' _hll .hu few re:ar.li4_ 
illl D'OOpIlO Tnamy. Ipeabl1 to the fjpubcioa whit, 
Tippoo. aad did fooa aft.er. WorD oat _ith fati,... ' 

02 fauo.. 
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taun 1', The treaty fpecified the enlargetnent 

of thc Bulnwanna or Amuldar of Palagat. 

cherry, whom we had detained in order to 

give evidence concerning the murder of a 

party of Europeans taken prifoners near 

Palagat, at the time that Colonel Humber .. 

fionc's army was before that placet. He 

was fCllt with ::m efcort to the camp of 

Nawas Bcgg, and from thence returned me 

his thanks for the good treatment he expe

rienced . . This was the only fubjeCl of Tip-

• ,\$ I have flated It fome length the circum!lances that 
1(.1 nIt 10 conlidn I continuation of the war lIS eligible, 
it might be C'xpcfted Ihat J !llould aJio line n:plallled the 
manY'lId prrhpl unanf",'cnble argUIllCllU thou induced 
the guvernrncnt of M ldru to adopt a contruy condllt\. 
In .ddreiling that Bnard, .n uumeration of chofe argu
tIIel'lt, would hive been fupcr.6 l1oul and imprrtinent; bllt 
rt'll'Ol.Ild be.n iflJuilicc to the merit of their determina
tion, u I omitted here \0 remark, tht the tCllo.r of io. 
ftruUionJ from home, the hIe of Deloci.lion. ill Europe 
and the impoyt,inlC~d conditiOIl of the Comptn,'l telTi. 

ij)tIe. .. toDcurred 10 imptc:'C. Ihe. .. bid IDtft 1ft Jadi. with 

Ibc propriety.nd IlcreffilY of tbat me.(wco. which PfO
ellrc:d to LorJ Mac:UI~J"1 Gonrllillut ~lDtJt ac

k •• 'ft1edau\cDu ~Ild approbation of tlKU (uperion. 

t 'l"hi, pUt, wal plU to dc.ull. ~, tM expre" O"*' o( 
T,ppoo Sululln. 
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poa who had not been immedia.tely re1cafed, 

although nearly 10,000 prifoncrs had been 

takc!} by us during the operations of the 

~outhern anny. The Commilliollcrs alfo 

dircded rae [Q reftore the forts and coun

tries of Cuoor and Darapcram, but to retain 

poffeffion of Dindigul, and tQ {btion a 

{hong force tllcre until the Ellglifll prifollcrs 

fhoulJ be l£\.ually enlarged. 

No time was loft in evacuating the fpeo 

cificd countries i and on the firft of April 

Colonel l 'orhes's divifion moved to Dindi_ 

gul, and Colonel Stuart fell back from 

C.llOor upon the province of Tritchtnopoly, 

with inflruCl:ions [Q depojit all the fiores and 

heavy ordnance of the army in th;1t gar

rifon. 'VJl ilc we remained at DindiguJ, 

the troops in tha.t quarter (uffered a conti

nuation of fatigue, and were obliged to 

march [e\'Cnty miles to the head of the 

Outumpollum valley, to receive the grain 

nccefTary for their current (ubfiftence. 

In 



191 A Y 1 E W 0 F THE 

In ohedience to your orders defiring: my 
opinion on the moll advantageous mode of 

reforming and arranging the foutnern forces, 

I had the honour, on the lwenty-lixth of 

April, to exprefs my fentiment s on that 

important fubjea·, and fbted that the vi

cinity of Tritehinopcly was the mon eli

gible puliliun for a cantonment, where J. 

firong force, complete in e\-cry circum

fiance of field equipment, Ihou1d at all times 

be fiationed j-th.1t the grc:lt ucpofit of 

militolry nares and proviJions fllOUlJ be 

formed there, with the field and hattering 

train, pioneers, :l.nd lllJ.in body of the 

iouthern artillery ;-that tht Commandants 

of corps lhould be charged with the carriage 

of their battalion-tents, fiores, and ammu

nitioD, as well as rice, if requifite, at the 

ufual rates fpedfied in the Company's regu

latioDs. It was alfo fuggel\ed, that when

eyer military aid Ihould be found necelTary 

• See that Letter ill che Appcodill. 

for 
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for the interior bufinefs of the country, the 

civil Chiefs, Refidcnts, and Superintcn

dants !hould addrcfs their applications, nOf: 

to the fubordinate officers c.lfually employed 

in the dil:fercnt diflricts, but to the Southerl!

Commanucr, in oruer th.lt the rcquifition 

might be' complied. with from the maln 

nation or cantonment of the foutherll 

forces. By chefe means the troops would 

be prcfcrvcd ill a confb.nt flati.' of difcipline. 

the jarrings incident to the detail of fubor

dinatc intcrfcrenl.c hetwcen Livil and mili .. 

tary would be avoided, and every COrpl 

would have a rotation of detachment duty. 

An immediate reJuction of Peons, Ty
nautg, and other irregulars, was alfo rCCDm .. 

mended, to the amount of 10,000 meni 

from whence a monthly laving of '25 or 

30,000 pagodas would ariCe. I flattered 

myfelf, that the adoption of arrangerqentc 

propored in that letter would have removed. 

the deficiencies under which the fouthem 

Corces labour j and that, in the event of 

hollilitT 
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hofliliry In that part of India, they would 

ha\'c added fuch vigour to your operations as 

would have precluded a rCllewal of thofe 

calamillcs which occurred dUJ iug the Car

nati..: war. 

By the end of May~ it l!cc::mc'impr:u2i

cable to lub/ifl /0 l...trgc a force ill the Din

dig!!1 cmmtry. A (hong garrifim was 

therefore left in that fanrer", and the di

vilion \Va~ withdrawn to\\,.HJs M,ldur", 

where the Europeans and fome rt.ltive corps 

were cantoned. .'\~ form as the re\ iew of 

the baltaliom was Jilll{hl:d, which had en

gaged me for fcveral month&, three haualionfi 

were detached under Captain \Vhcclcr to the 

Tinivelly coUntry; and, at the fdme time, it 

became neceffary for me to move thither in 

perf on in order to arrange :l permanency of 

payment and fupply for the troops in that 
• 

province. Some occurrences which hap-

pened there ref pelting the PolygaN, Cata

bonUnaigue. and Shcvigheny, were unmc-

diatdy' 
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diate1y communic!ltcd to 'Your Prefident; 

and evinced the rcfraaN), difporit1on of that 

r.lCC. From Tiniv('lly I proceeded by Ne. 

gapatam :l.!1d Tanjorc to Tritchinopoly, in 
order to prO\ ide by per(OTl:l1 clltk\Vours for 

the dinrell{:~ of the troops. 

It now remainl'd for mc to HrHler~~ a. 

duty more painful than an the embarra{f

ments hitherto cxperienccc.l. Your l.on.1-
"lhip and the Board found it rC'luilire ta 

order a reduClinn of many thoufand inde_ 

pendents. and other {outhern irregulars, 

who had been raired by his Higlmefs the 

Nabob M.J.homcd Ally. During the whole 

period of mi~rortunes to the Couthward, 

they nil! bore the rigour of dillrc(s with 

a refignation. unknown to Europeans. 

Among thefe men, there were the maR: 

rcfpeaable foldiers of the call; fome of 

them had followed their fathers into the 

Carnatic, in the day! of DooR: Ally, and 

Anwaradeen Cawn : others had remained in 

the 
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the fcr"ic~ finee the days of Chunda Saheb, 

and the depofed Rana ~r Gentoo queen of 

Tritchinopoly. Many of them had con

tinued fmee the eampaigm of Lawrence, 

Clhe, and Hoof CawII, in a connant {cries 

of military duty. T o thee.: wretched ad

herents, an average of twch'c month ... pay 

was due. 1 he misf(Jrfullcs of the tim e", 

rendered It impolliule to thG.:hJ.rge thore 

claims, for the rcgu\.\r corps of th~ army 

were not lcfs in .:lrrC..lr,,: under Jlu h cir

cumftanccs, to turn them 100fe to milcry, 

while the country W .. H in a {lJ.tc that could 

afford them no Ielief, would haye diftr t:ff

eel the man unfeeling mind. Theyaff.1iled 

me daily with their fuiferings, and the 

only expedient was adopted, that promifcd 

to combine the duties of o1.>edienee with 

the obligations of humanity, by dirctling 

the officers commanding the corps of thofe 

irregulars, to furnifh me with rolls, con

taining the names of each blade officer 

and Sepoy under their command, fpe<::ify-

ing 
8 
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ing the length of fervice, and arrears of 

pay; In order that eaeh of them mighf 

receive a certificate of his demand on the 

Company, to be counrcrfigned by the offi

cer, and by the commandant of lhe garri

[on with \\ hich the corps correfponded; 

and at the fame time delirir,g a particular 

recommend.ttion of every individual who 

11 ad any prctenfion to indulgence. 

This being finiilied, our next object 

was, to difband the raw and undeferving 

rabble, who had been colletied during the 

dillraCl:ed period of the fouthern affairs. 

They were ordered to receive on the firft 

of each fuceceding month, thirty days 

fubftflence in grain, until their arrears 

Ihould be difcharged. The ancient and 

refpefuble part of thofe corps, were to 
be continued on the rolls, until we fllouId 
be able to procure fome adequate pro-

vifion for fo deferving a claf, of pub. 

lic fervants. Itt neither in!l:ance however, 

did 
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did my endeavours prove cffelluaJ. Thq 

t Itter c!afs of venerable vcterans rcm;)ins 

ullpro\·jdcd for j and the mom~ly ifflling 
of grJin depending on your renters and 

civit fef\'ant~ it wa'S not within llic limits 

of my power to enfurce PC', fOtlll:tnLc, So 

nH:Lh was j[ nc~IcL1cJ by the renter of 

Tritcitiuopoly, that after my departure 

from th e fouthwanl, thefc unfurtull,ltc vic. 

\im~, impelled by hunger, were 1.11 [yell to 

fuch e:.;cc(s in their cndcJ.yonrs to procu re 

relief, as obliged the military con; Ill.\Ild~ 

ant to repld; them by force of .:mm. 

T v t :LC(C rainful incidents were addc(l, 

the claims and diflreffcs of the army en

camped ncar Tritchinojloly. The troops 

were accufiomcd to enJure twelve or four~ 

teen months arrears with unexampled for

bearance, and the public followers, at

tendant.> on the army, had long been 

firaoblCfs to any coin; when to this was 

added, a failure of their duny allowance of 

gram 
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grain in lieu of barta, their {'l[e would have 

'been truly defperate, hau nnt Tondiman 

advanced a month's provifion for their relief. 

Such wcr\! the ahu[c~ of the n:ntcr .1t 

Tritchinopoly, that i!l a f.l,'our.ILle 1\.-a l(1I1 

the place W.lS mCflJccd hy f.lInillc. His 

difinclination to hwe l divition tl.l tioned itt 

the diftri(\, fuggdled (0 f1:r.lIIgc .llll ode of ef

fetl:ing their rCI11O\'.11. But by tl L i ~ mach~n.\. 

rion any troops Ids patient tJ,an OUIS would 

have been excikJ to revolt; :lIltl the fort 

of Tritchinopoly would have fallen to 1ip

poo, if he bad thought proper to inydl: a 
at the momcn[. 

So urgent was our dinrc[~ that I found 

myfe1f oblipcd, without any previous c'?1D

munication, to Ji~)cr1c the troops in queft 

of fubfill:cncc; the 78th to Tanjore, the 

Hlnoveriam taward~ Tripatarc, a large 

body of Sepoys towards Madura, and other 

batulions to ~lcl1ore and the Marawas.

At the fame time the 101 ft, and foon after 

the 
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the 98th, were ordered to the Prelidency, 

to embark. from thence for Bengal in their 

way to Europe. 

Your Lordfhip and thc Board were fuHr 

imprclfcd with the neceffity of reducing the 

r"hlic followcr3 and field eftablifhment of 

the army, in order to lighten the burden 

of expenditure, and to liquidate part of 

thofe arrears already incurred j but the 

protraClion of the treaty with Tippoc, un

avoidably induced you to defer that mca

fure, until the mutual rcftitution of Amboor 

and Dindigul £houJd be effetl:ed. That 

event at laft took place, while his crucI 

maffacre was firong in every memory, 

wIUle his infuItiug treatment of tbofe whom 

'he re1eafed excited general indignation, and 

while hi. detention of .00· Englilh 

• He had .ad. liar. be cirt • .afed; ud euoIW ia 
U. frnkt. 

prifonm 
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prifoners feemed to preclude all pacific ex. ... 

pellations ... 

I h.lfi cncu to Fort St. George, to lay 

before your Right :Honourable Prelidcnt, a 
fdithful fia tcmen t of y.:mc fouthcrn aflJirs j 

of our ptoceedings :mo expenditure; as well 

as to explain the IOl'ritorious conc.luft of the 

troops in that quarter, and the eminent 

exertions malle by Mr. SUJivall and Mr. 

Irwin at the heau of the civil departments. 

to prove that even ulcir abilities had not 
been able entirely to correct the evil, 

hitherto inherent in the fouthern fyIlem; 

and to point out rc[ources foc the fpeedy 

liquidation of the army arrears j it was my 

• I m,ft'gain be permi"~iI to rtDluk. thu (uch WftO 
tht embura./fzntntl and diflrtf, undt r whic]1 the di5ttent 
Prendtllcitl laboured, tn,u. llot .. itHbnding tbeft inc/
dna, tbe treat, or peace witb Tippoo Saltlun wu rne-
nlly cODG.der«i IS a lIIu(are e!illbJe for the ElIghlh in
lCreft. ill IlIdi.: II il .1(0' pnvalent cpinion. that j( lhe 
lIepiatioe. ta.d DOC: bee. eolldutlled IIndtr (ome go( .. 

• oorable cirCllmltar:C t., the dift.iIlI"Med knowledge ud 
.bili,in of 5ir Geof'lc 51111111011 wetc peculilrly Idapted 
10 "ocate th moll bnotfi.ci ll ttrllU. 

inten .. 
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intention {rool thence to have embarked 

with my own regiment for Bengal, where 

I fhould have been {cnior officer of the 

K.ing!s (ervlee, and fecond in command on 

that d\abtilhment j but I could not think 

of withdrawing from the fouth ern nation 

while any thing remained for me to re

prefent in behalf of your fouthern forces. 

Permit me now, My Lord and Gentle .. 

men, to offer my ben apologies for the 

tedioufncfs of this recapitula.tion.-It elt-

11ibits various incidents, in their rife, pro

grefs, and completion. ]n this view, it 

may prove not altogether uninterefting to 

thlt dafs of public fen-ant" ",ho wifh to 

derive after-information from paft tramac .. 

tions.-At all events, I prefume, it ha& fuf .. 
n.ciently evinced that our endeavours having 

proved lefs pcrm~ently mmtageous than 

mish' bave been expcacd, arok !rom \be 
clf.cumibncca unaer which we atlcd, and 

can 
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ean neither be attributed to me, nor to tbc 
anny I commanded. 

It ia fully known to your Board, that tbe 
fyfiem of conciliation to which Mr. SuliYan 

and myftlf had rigidly adhered *, does not 

accord with the opinions of any confider

able portion of either fervice. Various 

circumllances of conteillion had for many 

yean excited enmity between the civil and 

military.-Thefe habits of difunion were 

greatly ftrengthencd during the government 

of Sir Thomas RumboJd, when the pre

tenfions of your fubordinate Chief!! "ere 

either eftablilhed or confirmtd. By the 

regulations alluded to, the commandant of 
a garrifoD or province came under the 

detail command of the civa Chief. The 
Chief received reporta and parol.., Jeep< ... 

• NotwUU&ndill, die ~&oA' dlat,..,... ••• ' aD 
,..x. 01 ... ,.... i. IHia. J hid t'" rood rom. • 
'''Old "cry {pecia or dirul5o ... huill, licit .... a:hibited 
• c)IIIT. DOr bet" the (,,~ of a.pll.i., no..7 pa_ 
CoD ia lille COlatry. 

p 
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key. of the garrifort, and had direaion of 

flores, magazines, and defences in the fort. 

Hence it happened during the late war, 

that the command was not delegated to the 

military officer until the enemy were in 

motion againA: the place. Then it was only 

fa dcll!gated, that the Chief might provide 

for his own rafety, and throw the odium of 

furrender on the Commander. Thus, in

ftead of a regular military control, a (yf .. 

tematic animality prevailed: the magazines 
were left without grain, the garrifom with .. 

out flores, and the country fo dcflitutc of pre

paration-, that on the irruption of Hyder 

Ally, the forti in the Carnatic feU an cafy 

prey to thtl! invader. Thefe irritations were 

\0() frequently increafcd by military vehe

mence on the one hand, and by aU"umptiona 

of til. c;!vil mice on the otber. 

At the natives of Indoftan have 1ittle re

fpea for any but tbe military chana.r, 

• let. 1M coauaenc:eapt of th~ war, the loru 
"'"-I'lloat the Cara'bc: 1II'el8 i. petal lIader tItc orMr' 
_. Nabob·. JOftnIUDk 

the 
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the civil fervants, in order to ac

quire confequence, have ufuaUy affumed 

a fupcriority over the military. Thus the 

Chief or Refident was frequently held forth 

as the Phouzd.J.r or General of the provlllce, 

who was prevented by greater ohje& from 

taking the field, but whore mandates the 

foldiery were bound to obey. The recent 
contcfts between Government and the 

military Commanders, together with the 

unufual proportion of king's officers lately 

employed in India, have unavoidably 

thrown into circulation a greater mars of 
opinions adve.rfe to the civil fervicc, and 

given a greater currency to military pre

tenfioos, tban could be expetled from the 

officers of your own e!bbliibment: to thefe 

irritating circumftanccs has been added, 

ttJe extreme preffure of perfona! difuets 

in a pernicious climate, where there is 

pcrpclU21 hoRilily and continued fatigue. 
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During the late war., many oflicen were 

obliged to fell their furniture and wearing 

apparel, in order to procure a fcanty fub

f!lience; while others could not poIlibly find 

meana of appearing as became their Clation. 

]f a pittance of their arrears was to be ad

vJnced. it ofren came attended with cir~ 

cum fiances 10 lingularly difrcputablc, that 

nothing iliort of penury could juftify the 

offer or acceptance; if in Company's bonds, 

they were hardly negotiable j if in Bengal 

bills, the holders of them loll: thirty, forty, 

or fifty per cent; and if the payment 

took place in an out-garrifon, the diferetion 

or caprice of the paymaller atone deter

mined the mode of payment. Needy offi
cers. at the mercy of Cuch a fuperior, have 

frequently fubmitted to .receive a. month'. 

arrcare in rice, teas, wines, and other mer

char:dize·. \Vhen thefe and fimilar incl-

denIO 

• Tile diftrdfn of the CDUtry. thewaat or.oaey. aDd. 
elM: ulamiu.. or W&I. tna4amt it impradicabJc iIr m. ...... 



ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. :II) 

dents recur to your remembrance; when 

you recollect how patiently your troops 

have fuffered, and how bravely they have 

fought j you will umloubtedly admit, that 

their prefent difcontents are not ill founded, 

and thilt their grievances call loudly for 

redrefs. 

It is by the good order and efficiency of 

the military conftitution alone, that the 

Englifil dominions in the Eall can be pre

ferved. This is requifite, not merely to 

repel invafion, but for the current buli_ 
nefs of your poffellions, which you have 

never yet been able to coodull: without 

military power. If therefore, an habitual · 

intervention of the military in detail Of 
civil management, juftifies the appellation 
of military government, there is no country 

Boud of Madru 10 prevtllt thtfe c_ilt. 01). the contrary. 
the ilitportlDt opeutiDns effeCted by that GOYetlllDenl. 

undtr Ihle pretrllrt o[ {lien IembaN,trlUleftl" j, one of lbe 
ft'D"geli trJlimonlrs Ihlt can be lod"Ctd in proof of their 
Ia.\tfltl, fortitude, aDd ~Cflioa. 

P 3 on 
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on earth fo peculiarly entitled to that delig

nltion as the Englifu fettlements in India. 

Defides, as no country can be more habi

tuated to convulfions, wars, and revolu

tions, it follows that the public endtavours 

fuould be ftrenuoully dircCled to obtain per~ 

fC1..1iun in the military fyflcm. 

\Vhcn we compare the difcipline of your 

troops, and the conftitution of your armies, 

with thofe of other European powers in 

India, the fuperiority is e\'idently with the 

Englifh: but when we look back to the 

uays of Clive amI Lawrence, to the [man

ners of their force, and the magllitude of 

their atchievements, we mun confers that 

more recent occurrences have exhibited a 

mOt1ifying contrall.. The hinory of many 
years precedill~ the period of your Govern_ 

ment, is filled with the dttail of our im

policy. The beft regiments of cavalry 
upon the Coaft were driven from Ihe 

Nabob's fen ice to the enemy. Garrifons 

were 
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were lefe delihutc of military fiorcs, or 

provifion : fhamerul aggreffions - were 
committed againfl every native powet': 

unjuft wars were unikilfully condufred: 

there were neither preparations, concert, 

nor precaution: forts fell at the firO: rum

mans, detachments were cut off', armies 

were captured, countries depopulated, a 

ruinous con tell t was concluded by a de

gulling pacification, only to make way 

for fljlJ more humili.1ting events; the 

troops were fiarving, tile treafury empty, 

all credit gone, and all ranks dilfatisfied. 

The empire of opinion, which we had ob

tained in India, was thrown away j and 

there remained a manifeft iropoffibility of 

maintaining the territorial empire in its 

wafted and diflraltcd condition. 

The(e form but an incomplete enumcra ... 

tion of circumRancc5 that mark the hafiy 

progrers of our decline. The Arabi have 

• No (,ith ia our treuin. 
t Wil or 176] wlth Hyder. 

P4 fallen, 
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fallen, the Maals have degenerated, the 

Portuguefe have decayed, the Dutch havo 

dwindled, the French are bereft of terri. 

tory: ..all of them have been great anq 
powt:rful, and conquerors in India; all of 

them have paid the forfeit of mifconduCl. 

The Engliili having attaineu a loftinefs of 

fituation in the Eaft beyond the man afpir

ing fancy of their rivals, arc now precipi

tating from their el<;vation j and thus they 

arc leaving a monitory example to all fu

ture iO!lovators, that no energy of former 

atehievcment or extent of .l[tllal fiower 

can [uppart a Go\'emmcnt while waUing 

with internal principles of dicrolution. 

If we are to look for a renovation of tho 

Englith interefts in Indid, it muA: arife from 

fuch exeI1ions as thofe of your Right Ho

nourable Prcfident. The difficulties with 

which YOll have fuccefsfully contended, the 

counteraCtion you have experiencedt anp 

,.our ability under maft perplexing circum-

fianoes, 
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nances, yield a. well-grounded ex:peClation. 

that in the profecution of a general ana. 

digelled reform, your labours would be 
crowned with the utmoft brilliancy of 

fuccefs. 

Of aU the objea.i within your Preti

deney, the improvement of your milltary 

fyftem is the moll. urgent and the lean dif

ficult. The difciplinc and mancxuvres of 

the European and Sepoy infantry, as well 

as of your artillery and the few cavalry in 

your [ervice, are formed on the ben models 

of Europe; and it is affertcd that, before 

the war, their appearance would have done 

credit to any fervice, :while: their gallantry 

,and endurance form a fubjelt of hiftoriC4l 

applaufe. 

The officers upon the coan are habituated 

to aCt in emergencies with -, facility that 

few fubordinatc officers in Europe ever 

h.v~ 
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have a prorpeet of acquiring. Before an 

officer attains the rank of Captain, he muft 

unavoidably have been often charged with 

the command of parties on diftant marches, 

in the convey;;mce of fiores, in the guard' 

of pofts and ftrongholds, in the bulinefs of 

wlkuiun, aud in menacing of refraflory 

Polygars, together with every other {eries 

of duty which can occur. From hence it 
will be found, that there are fcw fervices 

indeed where fa many men poOefs the 

praflkal requHites of an officer. How 

ftrongly have zeal, knowledge, and ability 
been exemplified during the late contefi9 

by thofe who command your Sepoy b<itta

lions ?-\Vith what·addrefs did they foothe 

1he fufferiugs of their {oldiers, relieve their 

wants, and Tearain the wcll-grounded 
clamours of men, whom the public necef
fities had left in extremity of difl:re(s ~ 

'Thefe confidera.tions fuggeft the benefit of 

rdhainiDg indifcriminate admiffion into the 

fen'ices 
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tt:ryic~, and of fdeCliog a fucceffion of 

deferving officers for the command of aU. 
your corpa. 

The higher orders of your fervicc, no 

doubt, poffcfs in a {WI firongcr degree the 

practical advantages now defcribed: but 

as the military rife in India is by rotation 

without purchafe, it is fcarce1y pollible to 

become a field officer in lcf!:! than twenty 

years. Few conflitutions a.re c(lua!, in that 

climate, to fa long a feries of fatigue. Be

fides, your field officers in gcneral com

mand the confidcrable garrifons. As they 

regimentally belong to the four battalions 

of your two regiments of European in

fantry, thefe corps are frequently left to the 

junior Captains, who are folicitous of pr()oo 

curing appointments to t~e Sepoys, and 

take little intereft in the difciplinc of the 

Europeans. But may not the command of 
an European corps be rendered permanmt 

and advantJgeous, like thofe in England? 

May 
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May not the condition of ancient officers 

be relieved by the efiabli!hment of half.. 

pay, and the pcrmilJiol1 of felling their 

commiffions? By thefe means, thofe who 

are difqualified for z.ealous execution of 

their duty, might retire with a pro\'ifion for 

their 3fter.days, and give opportunities of 

advancement to others more carnell: in pur

fuit of military reputation. 

The growing ftrength and difcipiine of 

your enemies, and our late difafi:ers, point 

out the wifJom of Sir Eyre Coote's re(lui

filions for an increafc of EuropcJ.l1s to form 

the central firength of your armies. He 

maintained that at lean lO,OOO Europeans • 
(bould be conflantly complete for fen ice in 

the three Prefidencics. An ohjeaio? has 

arlfen. from the quick mortality occafioning 

a burdenfomc demand for new fupplies of 
men ~ but thil maybe in a great meafure 

remedied, by falutary preparations for the 

rcceptioD of the recruits from Eurepe,-hy 
ftationio& 
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ilationing them in healthy quarterst enfor

cing: regularity, and reftraining the fale of 
arrack and other pernicious liquors. 

\Vith regard to your Sep('ly~, the public 

fhould be watchful of their difdplinct and 

liheral to conlirm thc:ir nttachment. It is 

by their ~ood conduct that your fettlements 
haH llitherto heen prcf\'rvc(l, and to them 

you arc to trufl: for after-fb.bility. That 

they arc partial to your fl!rvir.e, is evinced 

by recent experience. Let them receive 

the common jufiice due to every {oldier; 

let them be regularly paid and enabled to 

lilhlifi. their families i-let the wife inftitu

rioll of admitting the children of wounded 

or dcferving Sepoys, to be enrolled and to 
draw pay from the battalions, be conti~ 

nued; and the Black: officers be treated with 

indlJlgencc and rcfpea-. It is farther requi~ 
file that the mode of iR'uing pay be (0 

amended as to remove any poffible imputa

tion of fraudulent euaions committed 

.gaiuJI 
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againft the Sepoys, by ufurious ad vances of 
money in the moments of diftrefs, by 
undue ftoppages for articles which dUlef 

have not been furnifued or arc overcharged, 

and by other unjuftifiable practices. In 

that cafe we may venture (0 pronounce, 

that while their expt:rtncfs in mana::uvre, 

the interior a:conomy of thc battalions, and 

the conduCt of their officers, continue to 

infpire them with a fenfe of fuperiority, J1() 

probable events can {hake their adherence. 

& the European officers on the Coaft arc 

not generally convcrf.mt with the country 

languages, it may be farther proper to 

direll, that every one afpiring to the com

mand or adjutancy of a Sepoy corps, {llouid 

6rft leaen the Moorilh or Malabar di.llett. 

Although I cannot pcrfuade myfe1f, that 

it i9 judicious to admit Paria! - into bat

talions with men of reputable cafts t; yet 

• r.ri .... re &AeolltQllsordac country. audau btld 10 
.. 1. ... by tbe GtIIIOOI. 

t C ..... eu the di6'crellt c1uru 01 fcd.! to which Geu-_WOP,. 
7 :Ururedly 
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aifuredly the mixture of Moormen,. Ra
jlhpoots, Gentoos, and .Mal.bars jn the 

fame corps, is extremely beneficial, for it 

fiimulates by emulation, and reftrains all 

dangerous confederacies, which cannot er
cape the jealaufy of contending feeb. I have 

alfo recommended the corps of Topaffeet 

or defcendants of Europeans, who retain 

the charafteriftic qualities of their progeni

tOfS. They form a check upon the other 
native troops, and are more calily main .. 

tained in movements of difficulty; for they 

cat any food like Europeans, and that Corpl 

would al[o become a nurfery (or hundreds 

of children who arc yearly loft to the com

munity. 

The expence. attending your cavalry 

have deprived you of that dTential COD

flituent of an anny. Indeed, tbe fir .. 
impolicy which dro\'c four wcll-apptliatccl 
regiments from the Na.bob's (ervice: to that 

of Hyder, has left you with fcarcely • 

fulli-
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fufliciency of harfe to form • grand ,guard 
in front of your main army.-Allparties ad
mit the n«eBitr of augmenting that branch 

of your eltabliJhment; efpecially u your 

enemy * an bring more than 60,000 hone .. 

men into the field. But the extravagant 

ratel at which your troop horfcs are pur .. 

chafed, the ftlU more extravagant price at 

whjch they are maintained, the unrcafon ... 

able pay of your troopers, and the ta'ViCh. 
,Uowances to cavalry officers, render it 

almQft chimerical to fuggeft the meiUlS of 

new modelling that fervicc. 

Notwithftanuing there objeCliolll, a plan 

had occurred to me, which, if it had beeD. 

my lot to remain in India, fhould haTe 
__ fubminc:d· to your coofideratiOll, for 

nIif"" 5,000 harfe It I moderatf rate.
n. 'frocpel9 to reeeh·. only a fmall p ..... 

pet<ion of pay mono chan tho iofalltly, .Ad 

• ""... SaltaUli. The Manttu cu "'C 100,.-0 • 
.. 4")1 __ M.OOO Mrf .. illlO f" MId. 

the 
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the herr.. to be fed at a very .. duced a1--. 
lowance, without any farther contrall, con

tingency, or extra charge.- Thus the a· 
pence of I. enalry eftabliihment 'Would be 

brought lVithin the limits of the CoaA: 

finances. ~ Neither would amy engagement. 

on the part of Government be required, 
except that the offif:cr charged with the ex'" 

ecution ihould be eftabliihed in one of the 

great northern fiations t and that the Niu..m. 

as well as other country Powers, "'ould 

admit hi. agents to purchafe bones freely 

throughout their tcmtories. Laftly. that 
Govemment {hould order all renters and 

coUeCl:on of revenue in the poffeffiOnt of 

the Company and of the Nabob not to 

charge mote than eight ihiUings, or onc 

pagoda '" 100 meafures, for aU the graa. 
fumllhed to the ta1'lllry, which, .. the .... 
of ooe pagoda p<r month, ..,OUW IH: aa 
.• 1Io.,~ to ...,h hon.. of mo", tlaa three 
meafura per day • 

• A kid of putrc all. .JUd. brf .. VI' f,U. Wi.. 

Q.. The 
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The artillery has become a great inftru ... 

ment of military operations in the f yftem of 

Indian warfare, and has maintained a re

putation hardlY'furpafied in any fervice. It 

may not however be unneceffary to obferve, 

that the augmentation of fo ponderous a 

machinery if. attended with unfupportable 

expenee, and obftrufrs thofe {udden and 

unexpected movements by which the great 

events in India have been atchieved. Hut 

whether it is to be continued on an ex_ 

tended or contraCted [cale, the department 

of fiores, artificers, and conveyance, form. 

ing the great appendage of the artillery, caU. 
aloud for reformation. 

It has already been fuggelled, that aU 
the corp. ought to he equipped with a {u{

ncicnc:y of artificers and conveyance for 

the repairs and movements of their own 

baggage, ftores, and ammunition. Tbua 
they win be at all times ready for emergen

cies, and tl!e frore department will be re-
lieved 
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, lieved from lhe embarnlfmem of carrying 

muf'ket ammunition, with which it is at 

prerent encumbered, a~ well as with variou, 

other article! belonging to the battalions. 

The numerous body of Ll fc3.fs, anificers, 

and other public followers attac.hed to that 

departmeht, COli flit ute the ne~t objett of 

confideration. They filould a{furedly be 

regimented, or formed into corps under 

the command of European officers, re(pon .. 

fible for their condult, proficiency, and 

regular receipt of pay. From the want of 

ruth an arrangement during the late dif

tre{fes, all regular. difburfements to the troop. 

were impeded, and the: public followers were. 

often /hamefully negletled. Much benefit 

would alCo be derived from feparating the 
complement bdonging to the ~ aod hat .. 

tering train; and from eftab~ing~ iq~ch 

untonment a commilWy of ~ .... prqr

,·ided with every article necClJary 'to c~ 
able the clirifion to which he belcjnga. 

0...' 
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to move on the ihortell: notice, without 
reference to the fiore-keepers of garrifoDs, 
who are not fufficiently under military 
control to be entrufted with military pre
paration. 

It is farther extremely requilite, that 
your corps of Pioneers fhould be encreafedt 

not only for the fake of expertnef, and 

difpatch in the preparadons of a 6ege, but 
to facilitate the rapid movements of your 
armies. So attentive was Hyder to this 
branch of his efiablilhmeDt, that he fc1dom 

maintained fewer than J ,000 Commooty 
men, or Pioneen, who preceded his linet 
tlcared the roads, and enabled him to move 
with a colerity f.ldom equ.ued by European .. 

The .bufes. and deliciencies io your 

bulloek department, h.... long been the 
I8bjeCt of compaint. When Sir Eyrc 

• TM pat m.aA of.,., CDG"JU" ia lUi&. is 
,..-01 br ball ..... 

s 
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Coote in J 782 required 30,000 bullocks, 

to enable the Camanc army to move with 
cEred, the totd number adually ferving 

with it did not, I believe, exceed 9.000; 

nor has that army eve, been able to pro

cure a complement for difiant operations. 

To this caufe has been c:hie8y attributed 

the 'failure of the Carnatie war, and indeed 

the evil in quefiion fecms almon. beyond 

a remedy; for the principal black men, who 

ufcd to engage their bullocks" in your 

fervice, have been fuffered to TUn muRer 

upon muller in arrears, after {pending their 

flock, and ftraining their credit on the pub,.. 

lie faith: and at (aft, fuch have been the 

diftrdTel of the times, with marc than rwd?CI 

month. of unliquidated balance due to them, 

and after having loR: many hundreds of their 

cattle through fatigue and fickllefs, they 
• TM nce at which bllllodu ue biRd (Qr ~ 'p.bKc 

fenice if twll lac! • balf p.,odas per mOllt'" for I drall"" 
balJock. lad two ~god .. for I curiale bllllock. n. 
roatkena anD1 hired melQ for kf. b" half ,.pI per 
1II000th ... ,wncy.t .... per «Ilt, 

hlTe 
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hhe been difmifTed from the Company's 

employment. 

It was not ~y fuch means that the En

gHih charatler became refpetbble in this 

country. There was a period no farther 

dUbnt tllJIl the ~Lly;' of CencT.!1 Lawrence, 

when the llJ.ti\'cs of Indofbn held the 

cngtlgcments of an Engh{hman to Be unal

terable; they repreftntcd him with all the 

attributes of prov. cr. ... in war, and of jufiice 

tn peace. Thus confidence and venera

tion werc fo ming-leu ill their cfiimation of 

him, tha~ their fCllfatiom of fl:curity were 

ftrongcr under an Engliih authority, than 

under the heft of their n:J.ti .... c princes. In 

thoCe days the purrc llf the inJi\'iJual was 

ever open to the public exigency, for every 

individual confided ill the faith and credit 

pf the public. It mull be confeffed that a 

ftptk adherence to engagement, and. the 

fanili9' of public faith, were never morc: 

~onfpicuoua than under your Government. 
but 



ENGLISH INTRRESTS IN INDIo\.. ']1 

but unfortunately tIle mifcondua of ypur 

predeceffors left vou ddlitutc of means to 

maintain th:lt promptitllde of difburfcment, 

and liberality of reward, by which the 

Eng-1iili fir!t rofe to eleva.tion in India. 

The next material ohJctl. is, the depart .. 

ment of Engineers, ilLcluding not only 

preparations for bcficgill!;. but [he defen

five condition of yo'.tr fl)rts. You have a 

refpcD.ablc corps of F nginecrs. under an 

officer dio.ingu ifhcJ for his talents of ar

rangcment. An official enquiry into the 

aaual fiate and deficiencies of provifions. 

ammunirio:1, and other military aore", 
would enable you to afccnain the fpecific 

complement that {bould at all times be 

preferved in every garrifon of Coromandel. 

The infpetHon and tlefcriptive report of 

all the fouthern garri(ons, which a're tbe 

maA: important qn your Coaft, have long 

ago been completed ; for, as foon as the army 

Q,. 4 re,umed 
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returned from the enemy's country, Cap ... 
tain Byres· was requefted by me to under

take a furvey of TanjoYCt TritchinopolYt 

Madura, Pallamcottah, and Ramnad. This 

he executed with the utmoft ability, and 

alfo tranfmitted to your Prefidency a Rate-

ment of every particulJT Tefpetling thofe 

gttrrirons, cxpreffed in accurate and com~ 
prchenfive terms: there remains little far

ther therefore, except to beftow a fimilar 
attention on the other forts, and above aU, 

moil rigidly to enforce obedience to {uch 

orden, for replenilhing the mo.gazines, and 

augmenting the complement of flores, as 

your Engineers and a Committee of Infpec. 

tion may fuggeft. But vain will thefe 

meafurea prove, unlefs the ftcres, magatines, 

and fortifications, be fubjeaed to revere aDd 

periodical examinations, and unlds the Com .. 

mandan. of the place b. CIl>hlcd '0 eoforc. 
your inftrqCllom. ' On .b. other hand, if 
the Qillitary!lore-kccpcn and~.u IDa1lagCrl 
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be fuffered to difregard all orders of the 

Commanda.nt, in the direllion of the ma

gaz.ines, and preparations for defence, af .. 
(Uredly the refponfibility in moments of 

attack. fhould likewife be transferred to 

them, that there might be fome rcftfaint, at 

leaft, on their negligence or indifcretion.. 

The late degrading (cenes of [uTrender 

without refiftance at Arcot, Cudddorc, 

Permacoil, and almon at every other place

where the enemy made any vigorous attaCk, 

have fuggefied an cecononUeal expedient 

of deftroying many inferior garrifolls 

through~ut the country. But your Board 

will recollecr, that c\'cry thing Was venal 

on the eoan for years before Hydcr ven

tured an invafion i-that he had fccn::tIy 

purchafed the KiIlidarChips t of Arn~e, 

Gingee, Carnatic Gur, Thiagar, and vari

ou. other poll. of flrcngth. Thefe he..fill. 

cd with cmiJfaries of hii own, who, on 

• Vellore Illd WlAdlnlb "ere the 01l1y C'J:ceptiODI. 

t lilli4u it W Moori1b ComlDlDda.».t or I pIt.u. 
his 

o 
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his lirfl approach, fecurcd the European 

ofIiccr, jf there w~s om', and furrendered: 

for thofe important places were entirely 

gllTifoned by u~dirciplined dependents of 

the Nabob. But \lnief, thefe or fimilar 

poils .lIe re· octupi r lJ, filled with fuprHcs, 

:lnd uefcndcJ by n:g llbn. there can be no 

fccurity of comm Ui1 JC.lti Oll and fubfificnce j 

much lcfs can drcnlivc mcafurcs be effeCted 

from the Carnatic into the enemy's country. 

It will farther be found almofi: imfu(licable 

,to repeople the Camatie, without forts and 

firong holds; for the inhaLit.1.IlIS fly from , 

firuations that alford not protection againQ 

predatory cavalry*. 

DeCides repleniihing thefc inferior forts, 

the country cannot be (eeure without better 
regulation in your confiderable gurifons, 

• Oubi. qutiliOll it i. blltjllfticc tore1lmk that the bell: 
.. iliwy OpiDion. IUCI di'fidcJ; alld at any If.tc there ia 
little dOllbt, thu it there were a rcfpeaable bodT of ca-. 

'fairy ClD the CallI. eRlblithmC1l.t. tbe l\.C4:cBi.t)' of D\.Ii ... 
• _. "e i.rerior fon. wo.ld. ill a llUI .,afwn: (CIe.. 

_lid 
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and a difiribution of your remaining force 

into three great frontier cantonments. The 
main or central one in the C:lrnatie, 1001e

where between Arent Jnd Vellorc ; the 

(ecoorJ, or foutbern onc, ncar TritL:hino. 

poly j an,l the tl.inl at EHore, or in fame 

other northern pc/fil ion. The Ian would 

enable YOli to aCt in def..:n ce of the Circ<l rs, 

in conjunCtion witll th e NiLam, or againfl 

Tippoo'! northern prJ!li.'ilions of CUdapah 

and Kanon!,:l~ clr':1l!nlbnccs mighr lequire. 

\Verc the m..Lin bOlly ot your forces thus 

eOablifhr:d in a conneB:ed range upon the 

enemy's frontiels, the movements of the 

Carnatic army wonhl no longer continue 

I:ircumfci ib ..... d and indfiLi ..... nt as they have 

beell; ncitllCf would TippoD dare to pe

netl ate into your pofrdIiom., lell: you {bould 

retaliate with fupcrior fa.:iliry ag.-1infi his 

own. 

But we cannot cxpe£l: a permanency of 

arrangement in the prcfcnt indefinite nate 

of 
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of military command :-while the power 

that lhould direct and the power that fhould 

obey are at variance, while the fubordinates 

arc at the mercy of contradidory orders 

from contending authorities,-nothing but 

counteraCtion can enfue. The inferior 

officer looks not to his commander for pre .. 

ferment, nor cares for his difplcafurc, pro

vided his acquiefcence with the civil intercfi 

can procure him an appointment. The con

dition of the Commander is rull more humi

liating ;-without weight to refi!\: the en

croachments of the civil {ervice, his oppo

!idan only cxpo{l.:S his weakne[s, and his 

compliance infallibly forfeits the confidence 

of the army;-involvcd in odious dif

cuffionllt and being overwhelmed with 

committee bufinefs, a very {mall portion of 

his thoughts is beftowed upon the dutiC$ of 

bis nauon. Hence, for years pail, there 

have heeD DO regular reviews., no infpeaion 

of the troops on the part of the Com
man4cr in d>ief.-oo eofOlCCIIlcnt of tho 

dlablitbcd 
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eflablilhed regulations of the coon fervi •• , 
and fo little encouragement of parade duty, 

that the difcipline oft~e army depends folely 

at this time on the meritorious attentioQ of 

fubordinate officcrs. 

There appears but onc remedy for there 

inveterate evils. While the power of a 

Governor refts upon a different bafts frC?m 
that of a Commander in chief, the paffion 

for {uperiority will oecaGon violent and 

dangerous collifion. The maCs of the civil 

fervice efpoure the caufe of their Governor; 

the body of the army range under the 1)an, 
nen of their General. The fira are able 

nnd united j-the others aTe (upeTior in ve

hemence and number. The difcontented 

of the civil fenice make common caure 

with the milit.ary i-the obfequious of tbe 

milit&ry take thelter under the wing of 
civil patronage. Hence a general fennent 
is excited:-The civil {emee profecute 

their meaf .... with methodical aIliduity;-
the 
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the military indulge in clamorous excefs. 

The grounds of difcontent are communi

cated to the numerous attendants who fur

round all Europeans :-from thefe they 

fpread through other claffes of the natives, 

and extending over the peninfula in

volve f'Vf'ty Englifhman ill the hatred and 

contempt of all India. The Afiaticil can

not enter into European difiintlions of par

ticipated power :-whilc they behold Ge
nerah fcizing Governors, and Governors 
:l.rrc:fting Generals, they necelfarily think 

ill of either fituation. 

So indifpenfable in aU Eafiern Govern

ment i9 power undifputed and control with .. 

out counteraCtion, that we cannot hope to 

fee a period put to thefe calamities until au

.thority {ball ilfue from one {ource, and flow 
in ODe equal undivided ftream. 'V ere this 

the afe,-were tbe powers of Governor 

and Commander in chief united in the fame 
penon, !!ill fllbjeaing all puhlic .a. of 

Govern-
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Government to the voice of a councilor 

committee, the civil and military would 

forget their .animolities; and iunead of re

ga rdi ng ~ach other as ,=on tcnding fquadroOS', 

they would fed th~tnfdves confederate 

forces auing under the fame le:tder. No 

longer would the dcl iber:nive plans for the 

condutl: of a war be th warted by rcluaant 

execution or atl:ul1 difobcdicnce, nor the 

mol\. allming hopes of decifi \·c enterprife be 

fliRed by the [paring lla.nu that n}Quld [up

port them. Ndther cao it be conceived, 

that fr<.lm this amendment .lny diCadvantagc 

would refult to the milita ry. At prefent 

they have the mortiiil..:ll ion to behold their 

leader without power, illBuence, or reij)cCl: 

in the other cafe , he would poffefs them all. 

Were the fame perron Governor and Com

mander in chief, the officer next.in fe

niority would naturally he cntruned witB 

tbe general condutl of the anny, and 

enjoy c.onfideration due to the -fecond in 
command 
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command of 3 great military eftablHhment. 
Thu, the ungovernable feud. of party 
would be checked, and there wollld be 

fame profpeCl that the public welfare might 
engage the undiflraClcd attention of thafe 
to whom it was eotrofted. 

With regard to your civil {enice, it por~ 
{eIfes many advantages. The young gen ... 
tlemcn fent out in that capacity arc, iu 
IcucraJ, well educated. and on their arri ... 
\'al a.t tbc 'Prcfidency, are admitted to affill 
in the bufinefs of the different offices, in ... 

eluding nearly the whole detail of public 

proceedinV that Can occur in any govern .. 
ment. In faa, fuch hal heen the faJut"'1' 
operation of thefe Initiations, that your 

Pr<6dency alone has produced more men of 
extended capacity in bufin.rs, tban could 

probably be found in .U the public of
fices of London. Thefe acquirementl arc 

extended, u the individual adv...... in 
the lcrvicc. He II fuccdliTcIy employed .. 




