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as Paymafter and Store-kecper of a garri-
fon, Paymafter and Commiffary of an
army, Refident with a country prince, Su-
perintendant and Colle&or of a province,
or Chicef of a fubordinate {ettlement in the
regular gradation towards Council and Com-
mittce. In each of thefe employments, the
current tranfaflions are more weighty, the
refpon{ibility more immediately perfonal,and
the duty niore comprehenfive than ufually
fallto the lot of any unexalted individual in
England. It is in your power to dirc& to-
wards important public purpofes thofe ufe~
ful qualifications, and to do away any cx-
ifting imperfections.

Once more allow mec to repeat the
aflertion, that no fervant in the civil de-
partment, entrufted with the charge of
military ftores in a garrifon, nor any one
holding an appointment with an army,
fhould be fuffered to confider himfelf as
independent of the Commandant. While

R fanion
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fanction is given to fo unwarrantable an af-
fumption, nothing but negligence and dif-
cord can take place. For experience afcer-
tains, that the main contentions in India
have arifen from the collifion of interfering
pretenfions.  Thefe cannot exift, where the
mutual relations of obedicnee and command
are accurately defined. Every officer obeys,
with fatisfaltion, the orders of your Board
as the ruling power of the country; but
very few fubmit without relutance to
the mandates of fubordinates. = 'When
military men, therefore, have had tranfac-
tions only with the Board, your intentions
have becn cheerfully fulfilled : whercas, in
all inftances of inferior interference, ruinous
diflentions have been generated. Let me
add, that the ftrong enforcement of obe-
dience by military trial, renders them more
prompt and ufeful inftruments of public
duty, than thofe of the other fervice, who
aresunder o0 control, and who, by hazard-
ing an eventual but improbable difmiffion,

may
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may commit repcated ads of difobedience
with impunity.

Thus far my obfervations have imme-
diately referred to abufes in your military
fyftem; but what avails the improvement
of that fyftem ; which is only ufeful to pro-
tecl your pofleflions, if wafte and devafta-
tion arc [uffered to render them hardly worth
prote@ing, and uncqual to fupport the force
on which their fufcty muft depend? You
have feen mifery in its worll afped, the
mifery of famine, aburdantly predominant
within the bound hedge of Madras: you
have feen, under your own walls, the in-
fant dying for want on the breaft of his mo-
ther ; the old and the young, the parents
and the children, mingling their laft groans,
and expiring in your kenncls: you have
fcen whole families of fpeftres in human
thape, digging in the entrails of a dead car-
rion; and, when thefe means have failed,
furrendering themfelves with a truly Afiatic

R 2 apathy
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apathy to the wild dogs and wultures that
waited to devour their carcafes: you have
fcen, for months together, a hundred bo-
dies daily coveiing your ftreets, with cir-
cumflances of horror too fhocking to enu-
meratc® ! Nor is it within the bound hedge
of Madras only, that the internal wafting
of the country can be traced: during twen-
ty-feven months of continued movement
through a large extent of your dominions,
the duties of my ftation familiarized me
with the whole gradation of territorial
abufes, neither lefs palpable nor diftrefsful
than thofe with which you yourfelves are
perfonally acquainted.

* Every praflicable effort was made by Government
and by individuals to relieve the diftreffes of the wretched
natives, who flew from all quarters of the Carnatic to
take fhelter under the walls of Madras. Thoufands of
thent received daily diftributions of rice, and many more
were condulled, at the public expence, to the northern

provinces, which had fuffered lefs than the Carmatic by
the calamities of war.

It
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It has been alrcady ftated, that the ravages
of the enemy are by no means the greateft
evils of which thofe countrics have com-
plained. Whilc the territorial management
of the countries now affigned to the Compa-
ny, remained with the Nabob, the oppreflive
practices undoubtedly prevailed that mul-
tiply exaltion through every Eaftern Go-
vernment. Indefinite claims and arbitrary
impofitions fell heavy upon the Polygars,
and other tributaries, The Head Renters
and Amuldars of diftricts, as well as all in-
ferior inftruments of colle&ion, were im-
pelled to harafs the inhabitants, not only to
fatisfy thcir own rapacioufnefs, but to feed
the avarice of their fuperiors; for they
knew that the only tenure by which they
held their appointments, was the frequent
repetition of a bribe. ‘The finances of the
Durbar were involved by an unmethodized
expenditure, and wafted on worthlefs Euro-
peans at home and abroad. At length the
difburfements effential to the current bufi-

R 3 nefs
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nefs of the country were totally obftructed,
and the urgent claims of powerful indivi-
duals introduced the deftructive pra&tice of
granting Tunkaws or aflignments on parti-
cular diftnés, In confquence of which, the
holder of the Tunkaw is vefted with the
power of colleCting the amount of his af-
fignment within a certain fpace and period
by the mofl outrageous means.,

A band of ill-regulated foldiery and bur-
denfome retainers confumed the produce
of the country, and difturbed the labours
of the farmer and manufaQurer. Thefe
canfes of defalcation in the Nabob’s re-
fources, at a moment when the exigencies of
the laic war demanded the utmoft energy,
afforded the ftrong argument of urgent ne-
¢eflity for transferring his territory and re~
venues to the ‘ufes and dircQion of the
Cmnpany.. The truth and juftice of thefe
arguments’ muft of courfe remain, as
leng as the neceflity on which they reft.

At



ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 24

At the fame time it thould not be forgotten,
that during the government of the Nabob,
no European whatever, excepting thofe in
his fervice, was permitted to have any in-
fluence in the country. The Englifh, there-
fore, were exempted from the odium of
perfonal interfcrence, or rather the rod of
Moorith defpotifm was contrafled with the
milder attributes fuppofed to chara&erife
an Englith adminiftration,

When the Company afflumed the fove-
reignty, the transfer of authority from the
cftablithed ruler to an alien power, no doubt,
imprefled the natives with diftruft; in lieu
of which your Committee of affigned reve-
nue have, by their eminent exertions, fub-
ftituted confidence and fecurity. They
have abolithed the deftru@tive grants of
Tunkaws, and other abufes in the country
management ;—they have exhibited great
ability, as well as unblemifhed integrity ;—
and they have rendered the revenues ex-

R 4 tremely
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tremely produflive in moft unprofperous
times. It was not however poflible for
thcm entirely and immcdiately to reprefs
the mifcondu&t of inferior inftruments ¥,
who are eager to perpctuate oppreflion, and
to enforce unufual meafures by unpre-
cedented means.  The fituation of the coun-
try rendered it ncceflary to continue the
pradlice of renting extenfive difiriéts to the
higheft bidder: although every precaution
was adopted to prevent the abufe of power,
ftill the colle&ioms could not be enforced,
unlefs an unreftrained authority were vefted
in the Renter.  Ilis object too frequently is,
to take advantage of the prefent moment,
and, doubtful of futurity in a country at all
times liable to fluQluation, to ranfack and
embezzle, that he may go off at laft enrich-
ed with the fpoils of his province. The
fa&t is, that in every part of the peninfula
where the Renters are eftablithed, not only
® The Black agents, who manage the whole detail of

colleflion in the different diftrits,
the
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the Ryot and the hufbandman, but the
manufacturer, the artificer, and every other
Indian inhabitant, is at the mercy of thofe
minifters of public exaltion®,

The cftablithed pra&ice throughout this
part of the peninfula has for ages been, to
allow the farmer one half, of the produce
of his crop, for the maintenance of his
family and the recultivation of the land,
while the other is appropriated to the Cir-
car, In theicheft {oils under the Cowle of
Hyder, producing three annual crops, it is
hardly known that lefs than forty per cent,
of the crop produced has been allotted to
the hufbandman: yect Renters on the coaft
have not ferupled to imprifon reputable
farmers, and to infli¢t on them extreme fe-
verity of punifhment, for refufing to accept
of fixteen 1n the hundred as the portion out
of which they were to maintain a family,

% While Tinivelly remained under the {uperintendance

of Mr. Irwin, that province formed ap exception not lefs
pleafing thao exemplary from thofe general obfervations.

to
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to furnith ftock and implements of huf-
bandry, cattle, feed, and all expences inci-
dent to the cultivation of their lands.  But
fhould the unfortunate Ryot be forced to
fubmit on fuch conditions, he has fill a
long lift of cruel impofitions to endure :—
he wmult labour wedks after weeks at the
repair of water-courfcs, tanks, and embank-
ments of rivers;—his cattle, fheep, and
every other portion of his property is at the
difpofal of the Renter, and his life might
pay the forfeit of refuful.  Should he pre-
fume to rcap his harvcft when ripe, with-
out a mandate from thc Renter, whofe
Peons, Conicoplys, and Rctainers attend
on the occafion, nothing fhort of bodily
torture and a confifcation of the little that
is left him could expiate the offence:—
Would he fell any part of his fcanty por-
tion, ‘he cannot be permitted while the
Circar has any to difpofc of :=~=Would he
convey any thing to a diftant market, he is
ftopped at every village by the ColleGtors
of Sunkum or Gabelles, who exa& a duty

for
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for every article exported, imported, or
difpofed of.  So unfupportable is this evil,
that between Negapatam and Palagat-
cherry, not more than 300 miles, there are
about thirty places of colledion ; or, in other
words, a tax is levied every ten miles upon
the produce of the country. THus manu-
facturc and commerce are cxpofed to dif-
afters hardly lefs fevere than thofe which
have occafioned the decline of cultivation.

But thefe form only a fmall part of
the powers with which the Renter is
invefted. Hc may fink or raife the ex-
change of fpecie at his own dilcretion, he
may prevent the fale of grain, or fell it at
the moft exorbitant rates : thus at any time
he may, and frequently docs, occafion
general famine. Befides maintaining a ufe-
lefs rabble, whom he employs under the
appellation of peons at the public expence ;
he may require any military force he finds
neceflary for the bufinefs of opprefiion,

and
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and few inferior officers would have weight
enough to juftify their refufal of fuch aid.
Should any one however difpute thofe
powers, fhould the military officers refufe
to proftitute military fervice to the diftrefs
of wretched individuals, or fhould the civil
Supcrintendant remonftrate  againfl  fuch
abufe, nothing could be more pleafing to
the Renter, who derives from thence innu-
merable arguments for non-performance of
engagements, and for a long lift of defal-
cations. But there are ftill fome other
not lefs extraordinary conftitucnts in the
complex endowments of a Renter; he
unites in his own perfon all the branches
of judicial or civil autherity, and if he
happen to be a Bramin, he may alfo be
termed the reprefentative of ecclefiaftical
jurifdi@ion. It would be impertinent to
enlarge on the confequences of thus hud-
dling into the perfon of one wretched mer-
cenary, all thofe powers that ought to
conftitute the dignity and luftre of fupreme

executive authority.
At
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At the fame-time it is but juftice to
remark, that thefe obfervations cannot be
with truth confined to the countries under
Renters appointed in the countries belong-
ing to the Naboh The intcrior mauage-
ment and ceconomy of Tanjore, in defpite
of the reprefentaticns of Mr. Sulivan and
the cxhortations of Mr. Swartz are ftill
more wretched.  So wanton and iniquitous
is the fway of dcipotifm there, that the
goods of the merchant or carrier are fre-
quently feized by order of the Durbar.
If an individual native is incautious enough
to difplay his wealth, the Rajah’s minifters
feldom reft till he is caught and plunder-
ed: whips, fcourges, thumb-fcrews, and
other inftruments of Indian torture, are

daily applied to the unhappy fubjeéts in
every Cutcherry, or court of juftice,
throughout the country. Every one there-
fore who poffefles either gold or jewels,
buries them in fome fecure fpot, and en=-
trufts the fecret only to the moft confiden-

tial
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tial of his family. Hence almoft the whole
fpecic of the country is diverted from the
purpofes of circulation; and an enormous
annual lofs of treafure is thus occafioned
by the frequent removal and extin@lion of
families in that diftracted tcrritory. By
thefe means the moft fertile and once the
moft populous fpot upon the globe, is
alrealy marked with the diftinguithing
features of a defart.

If my information be not incorred, a
furvey of the Circars, or northern territory
of Coromandel, would alfo exhibit a me-
lancholy picture. Neither war nor con-
vulfions have afflited thofe diftrits for
many years that they have been under the
temtonal adminiftration of the Company,
ar. rqf Zemindars dependant upon that
authority. Their defolation muft there-
fore be ftill more unequivocally imputed
to internal mifmanagement,

YWhen
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When we recolle¢t the original obje
of the Englith fetdements in India, the
benelits of a commercial intercourfe with
its once indufirious coalts, we find that it
has long ago been loft fight of in a multi-
tude of territorial concerns, affumptions of
fovereignty, and wanton extenfion of
dominions which our fituation renders us
unfit to govern.  Few of thofe who are
employed in the Company’s fervice will
fubmit to the tedious drudgery of mercan=
tile proceedings; they alpire at fortune
through the more magnifying medium of
contraclts, paymafterfhips, refidencies, and
chicfihips. The native merchants, Ar-
menians, and others, who condued the
trading bufinefs of your Coaft, have fuf-
fered fo feverely during the late diftreffes,
as well as by the abolition of confidence
and public credit, that they have rémoved
to fome lefs precarious fituation, or elfe
remain inative in the hopes of better
times. Neither would the prefent condi-

tion
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tion of the Coaft admit of any immediate
means of re-eftablithment from commer-
cial excertions; for the ftaple articles of
yonr commerce are the produce of your
lands, and thelabours of the manufa&urer :
the dccay and approaching cxtirpation of
that ufeful clals of fubje@s has been
already traced. 'What then is to conftitute
the obje& of exportation? what is to yield
the means of circulation, credit, and re-
fource ? From the fouthward you have at
prefent no inveftment®; in the Carnatic
you have hardly the remains of former
induitry; in the Circars, hitherto undifturb-
ed by any forcign enemy, you find it dif-
ficult to load one annual fhip for Europe.
If the train of this induftion be not falfe,

L]

# Thefle obfervations concerning the decline of trade
and the extirpation of manufalturers, muft not be con-
fidered as entirely applicable to every fpot upon the
Coaft. There are many villages to the fouthward, and
alfo to the northward, where there Rill remainsa fufe
ficiency of weavers to form an invefiment if properly
masaged ; and the French, as well as the Danes, have
Intely conirived to export confiderable cargoes of Coakt

e 3 what
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what hopes can you entertain of lightening
the public embarraffiments, while every
refource in your Government is wafted ?

Your predeceffors left the country ex-
piring under a complication of calamities.
That your wifdom and cxertions fhould
have found means to prolong its exiftence
under fuch a crifis, exceeded the expe&a~
tions of your molt fanguinc friends, and
txcites the admiration of your bittereft op-
ponents.  You have already applied the
firm hand of undeviating retrenchment to
cvery branch of public expenditure, and
labouring under unparalleled impediments
you have perfevered with a vigor and inte-
grity of which there was no example in the
Eatt. By this condu@ you may juftly
affume the merit of preferving the Carnatic,
oppreffed with the formidable invafion of
native and European powers, and the more
mortal wounds ioflied by the govern-

S ments
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ments that preceded yours. But merito-
rious as retrenchment undoubtedly is, you
fecl the inefficiency of that alone to reftore
the public vigour. Fifty lacks of pagodas
remain due by your Prefidency, for fervices
atually performed, or value received :—
from that fum, when audited, you cannot
pollibly make any diminution :—to attempt
fuch a meafure would forfeit the whole
chara&er of Government, or at leaft
would be declaring the Indian Public in-
folvent, and compelling their lawful cre~
ditors into a difreputable compofition.
You have already heard the clamours ex-
cited by fuppofed injuftice in the profecu-
tion of ceconomical reforin.  Too fevere a
retrofpet is not always beneficial, and in
the prefent inftance would prove deftru&tive
of equity and public faith. Perhaps it may
be better to look forward; and inftead of
invalidating eftablithed claims for paft fer-

vices, to take care that every future charge
7 fhall
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fhall accord with that jult proportion which
thould ever exift between the difburfements
and refources of the treafury.

Your debts,-on their prefent footing, are
deftructive of all public welfare,  With
the wifdom and vigour which have diftin-
guithed your adminiftration, if the Go-
vernment were in any degree permanent,
onc year's revenue ¥ of your country ought
to equal their whole amount. Under a
well-cflablifhed fyftem of public credit, fo
inconfiderable a proportional fum, at the
clofe of a calamitous war, would hardly,
caufe a perceptible inconvenience. But
confider to whom, and in what manner
this amount,is due :—1It has been incurred
in a feries of five years of protra&ted and
growing arrcars, in all the fraltions of
pay, batta, extra-charges, and allowances
to Civilians, Contraltors, Soldiers, Sepoys,

# About fifty lacks of pagodas, or 2,coc,000/.
S 2 Arti-



260 A VIEW OF THE

Artificers, Camp-followers, and all defcrip-
tions of men conneted with the peace or
war eftablithment. If the unfortunate in-
dividual, urged by fevere neceffity, though
he muft not hope for money, fhould de-
mand a certified ftatement, he is haraffed
with a long and fruitlefs attendance ;—the
auditor difputes his vouchers, and contefts
his claims.

If at length the certificate
fhould be granted, it remains an ufelefs
docket; on the credit of which he can
neither purchafe nor procure one fingle
article of life. Your government has ex-
hibited a political phenomenon, unprece-
dented in the annals of mankind a ftate
or public indebted almoft to every per-

fon in its fervice, and yet #he funcions
of authority continuing unimpeded by any
ferious commotion. Several circumftances
however have fufficiently denoted the ha.
zard of fuch a fituation. When the em-
barraffments refulting from a treafury ex~
haufted, a country defolate, and a credit

ruined
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ruined in the profscution of a deftrufive
war, impelled you to direct that all allow-
arnces of batta fhould ceafe, at a paiod
when the arrears of the army and diftreffes
of the country rendered that indulgence”
peculiarly indifpenfavlc, the remonftrances
and vigcrous meafures adopted by the mili-
tary evinced the public danger of uniting
the individuals of a community againft the
Government. There is but one alterna-
tive ;—you muft cither liquidate the arrears
due to your cftablithment, or you muft rifk
the lofs of India. If Europe and Bengal
unwifely fhould withhold their aid, that
liquidation cannot poflibly¥ake place but by
the re-eftablifhment of your own credit and
finance : thei;c, as well as commerce, are the
offspring of cultivation and manufacture,
which can exift only by induftry and popu-
lation. Your endeavours to re-eftablith that
natural relation of things have already
crowned the meafures of your adminiftra-
tion ; and when carried to their full comple-

S3 tion,
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The mode of reftoring profperity to your
territories is, in my opinion, cxtremely
fimple. Thefe countrics expericnced the
refincments of civil polity and regulation
fuited to their condition, ages before they
even heard the naine of European. You
have only to reftore the general form and
tenor of the Indian jurifprudence; and
wherce that fyltem, over-rating the preten=
fions of fuperior cafts, tends to the viola=
tion of natural law and public welfare,
there the rigour of Gentoo cnadtments
fhould be mitigated, without deftioying the
eftablithed order and gradations of the
country. Protect the poor from the op-
prefion of the great, reftrain the defpotic
violence of the native lcaders, and let every
one within the limits of the Englith influ~
ence feel that he is fafe in his property,
his perfon, and his life. If this were actu-
ally the cafe, the hufbandman, the libourer,
the manufa&turer, and the merchant would
very foon fly from every corner of Indof-

S 4 tan,
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tan, to take fhelter under a government that
refpected the facred rights and eftablithed
inftitutions of their anceftors, while it
afforded perfonal fecurity and independence,
the offspring of an Englifh polity,

The country flill abounds fo much with
fheep and cattle, that the full complement
for all the purpofes of labour and fub-
fiftence would foon be procured; the
towns and villages would be repeopled, and
the fields recultivated with a rapidity un-
known in other climates. Such is the
natural fertility of thofe countries, and fo
ftrong their propenfity to reprodudion,
that the quick renewal of abundance, induf-
try, and commerce, is the neceffary con-
fequence of fecurity; which implies the
prote&tion of every one ih the poffeffion of
his own, by reftraining all from the forcible
or fraudulent appropriation of that which
belongs not to themfelves. Neither is the
celebrated Dr. Smith’s remark lefs worthy of

oblerv-
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obfervance, that it is the height of imper-
tinence, even for any public body, to inter-
fere in the private concerns of individuals.
How much more pernicious muft the pref-
fure of that f{yftem be, which delegates to
every fubordinate inftrument of public au-
shority, that privilege of individual inter-
ference, not for public welfare, but for
felfith purpofes at the expence of the pro-
perty and induftry of the fubjett!

While the company holds the territorial
management of the country, it is to be
dreaded that this happy renovation cannot
be accomplithed ; becaufe your civil fer-
vants, by the conftitution of your eftablifh~
ment, arc under no reftraint, excepting thofe
of their own fcntiments.  Every one knows
that orders arc nugatory where there is
no punithment for difobedience, and the
fevereft denunciation of your difplcafur;:
againft a civil fervant, only difmiffes him
from a fervice, which the very a& that

incurs
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sncurs your cenfure probably emables and
inclines him to relinquifh. The expedi-
ent of military interference in the bufinefs
of interior management, is fill a more
egregious violation of all good policy and
public truft. For though military men
are far more propcr to be charged with
fpecific orders than Civilians, being an-
{werable for difobedience with their lives;
yet the exertion of the military arm in the
detail of civil regulation implies a total
abrogation of all civil rights, and declares
aloud that no power prevails but that of
force.

You have already found, that ruinous
as both thefe modes undoubtedly are, they
feem mild and reputable, in comparifon
with the only other means of management
that it. has hitherto been found praéticable
to adopt with fuccefs in any part of India—
the delegation of territorial authority to

native Agents, and black Renters, who
have
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have no tie whatever .of chara&ter, per-
manency, or fituation to reftrain them
from the commiffion of outrages too atro-
cious for any European imagination to
fuggeft. What then remains but to pers
form an a& of equal policy and juftice?
To redeem the Englith name from the
general imputation under which it labours,
of violating the rights and honour of our
beft adherents, of coveting the pofieflions
of friend and foc*, and of a total inca-
pacity, from fituation and conftant change
of fyftem, to manage what we {o unjufti-
fiably acquire? Difprove the allegation,
reftore the country and the fovereignty to

% The hardfhips and humiliation which have been en-
dured by the Nabob of Arcot, by the Rajah of Tanjore,
by the Nabob of Bengal, and by the Mogul himfelf,
while under the protettion of the Englith, afford the
flrongeft grounds for other Princes of India to dread an
iptimate connexion with us. At the fame timedt maft be
confefled, that many powerful arguments may be addoced
for retaining the intetior manazgement of the countries
within our influence.

its
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its rightful owner the Nabob* ; —eman-
cipate the Rajah of Tanjore, and all other
Rajahs, Princes, and Zemindars, belong-
ing to your Coaft, from the vexatious inter-
ference of the civil, and from the rough
affumptions of the military power ;—em-
ploy the former in the proper duties of
their ftation, in the bufinefs of officc’ and
inveftment ; and in purfuance of your fa-
vourite fyftem of retrenchment, reduce
their numbers to the proportional diminu-
tion of demand for their fervices. Would
they acquire fortune, let them afpire to it,
not in the fpoils of diftricts, but in the pro-
fecution of commercial operation: as for
the latter, confine them to their garrifons,
ftations, and cantonments ; {uffer them not
to be fcattered through the country, and
remind them that their bufinefs is not ufury
and exa&ion, but difcipline and war. In

® This caanot be fuppofed to take place unnl the pe-
ried for which the Nabob’s revenues were affigned to the
Company be elapfed, and until the obje& of that afiga-

ment be fulblled.
order
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order that this falutary alteration may be
attended with popularity and cffe&, their
profeffional emoluments ought to be fuf-
ficient, without any aid from indire&t
acquirement. '

Should the Nabob, the Rajahs, or the
Zemindars, take advantage of your indul-
gencies, and endeavour to withhold their
ftipulated payments ; fhew them that lenity
and juftice are neither the offspring of
indolence nor weaknefs: but, on the firft
fymptoms of their perfiftance in fuch de-
lays, march a body of troops to enforce
your orders, make them pay the expences
of the expedition, and tcach them that you
will not fuffer intentional mifcondu to pafs
unpunifhed. You have likewife to reftrain
every clafs of Europeans, thé merchant
only excepted, from mingling with the
natives; for when they are familiarifed with
our pratices, they ceafe to refpe@ our
virtues in the juft abhorrence of our crimes,

Above
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Above all, let it never be forgotten, thatin
the prefent flate of national depravity,
wherever a latitude of power is lodged,
whether in civil or military hands, the
eye of juftice muft be more piercing, and
her fword more feverely pointed againft
delinquency, before you can hope to re-
ftrain the rcpetition of abufe.

The reftitution of the revenues and
fovereignty to the Nabob, will no doubt
be oppofed, on the former grounds of
unwife and prodigal adminifiration; af-
furedly, however, this evil may be remedied.
You will alfo recolle&, that the wafte
and prodigality of the Durbar arofe from
the rapacioufuefs of Europcans, who never
ceafed to prey upon the Nabob ; but mif
fortune has fallen heavy on the hoary head
of Mahomed Ally; the piGture of Euro-
pean treachery is drawn in colours too
firong to be cffaced from his remem-
bragee. At any rate let him be removed

from
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from the Prefidency, the chief feat of

intrigue and corruption, and Europeans;
let him be re-eftablithed in the ancient
capital of his Government ; let that capital
be reflored to its former fplendor: he will
there be refcued from the ruinous inter-
courfe of powerful and defigning adven-
turers, and the country will rejoice that
there is again a rightful Sovercign.

But it will be afled, How fhall you re=
firain the Nabob's Government from the
detail of individual oppreflions, arbitrary
exa&tions, and frequent violations of the
rights of property and perfons, incident to
all Afiatic inftitutions? To thefe let me
anfwer, that the proteétion of the country,
and an adequate appropriation of the reve~
nues for the fupport of your eftablithment
remaining in your hands, it becomes yau
to preferve a controlling authority fufficient
to reftrain abufe. The annual amount of
fums due, fervices to be performed, rents

to
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to be paid to the Circar, and grofs produce
of every village, or Muganum on the Coaft,
have been accurately recorded for ages in
the Cutcherries,.or publi¢ Courts of the
ditrits, Should 2 Manager or Renter
exat more than that ftipulated or wonted
fum, sefer to thefe records as the corimon
and flatute law of the country, in all cafes
of revenue : if the mecans of private admo-
nition to the Durbar fhould fail, let your
Board or Government be the tribunal
before which the caufe is cognifable in the
laft refort ; for it is prefumed that no infe-
rior jurifdiGtion could give feutence be-
tween the Nabob and his fubjes. Should
any fervant of the Circar attempt to feize
the property, or reftrain the perfon of an
inhabitant, let the injured party, if all
inferior means of juftice fail, have ultimate
recourfe to the fame fuperior and control«
ling power : let the rulers and the ruled
feel, that under the fan&ion of an Englift

Goverament, the poor a3 well a9 the rich
are
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are entitled to proteflion. It will lcave
nothing to be added to the merits of your
Government, if you cuth oppreflion, and
caufe the pure fircame of Englith juftice to
unite with Indian jurifprudence, and both
to flow in the channcls of facred, immemo-
rial ufage.

It muft be confefled, that the power to
reftrain, implics alfo the power to commit
abufc; and if fuch miniflers of public
vengeance as involved the Carnatic in the
war with Hyder, were again to conftitute
the Government, it would be fruitlefs to
fuggeflt a thought of reformation. But this
letter is addreffed to a Board diftinguifhed
by rigorous and perfevering integrity : we
all know, that your minds cannot be
fwayed by any improper cenfideration ; and
that the animofity of party, though it may
diftralt, has not been able to prevent your
carneft endeavours for the public welfare.
It may farther be prefumed, that the atten-

T tion
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tion of the nation is fo awake to the flate
of India, that the fucceflion to the Govern-
ment in the different Prefidencies will
tenceforth be compofed of able and upright
men; or elfe, that all expeGation of pre-
frving thefe fettlements will for ever be
relinquithed.

Another circumflance is particularly de-
ferving of conflideration. It is a truth pal-
pable to every mind at all acquainted with
political ceconomy, that no country what-
ever 1s more favourably fituated for the fup-
port of public credit, and exteniive circula~
tion, than India. The mafs of trealure has
been fo widely diffufed, the avowed poflef-
fion of private property is fo inlccure, and
the mode of pecuniary tranfa&ions fo dif-
advantageous, that any Government on
whofe integrity and {tability the nattves durft
rely, might form the greateft bank of depofit
on the globe. To the influence derivable
from fuch an inftitution, would be added

the
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the benefits of circulating bank or publi¢
fecurities in licu of fpecie.  Thofe benefits
are proportioned to the extent of country
in which fuch notes or fecurities ean have
currency, to the quantity that may be {ufcly
illucd, aund to the length of time that they
may remain in circulation, as well as to
the gain derivable from the intermediate
application of moncy, when not needed
in the bank. The prefit on bills of ex-
change, difcounting bils, granting cafth
accounts, and other operations of banking
companics, are alfo confiderable. TIn all
thefe particulars, India pofleffes peculiat
advantages : the range of circulation is
more cxtenfive, the probable period of the
notes returning into bank more diftant,
the rate of money higher, the tranfa&ions
more numerous, and the profits on each
tranfaction greater than in any other coun-
try. Had fuch an eRablithment of public
fecurity exifted fix years ago, your Prefis
dency could not have fallen into the ftate

T 2 of
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of degradation which it has experienced ; nor
would it have been opprefled with a mafs of
paltry debts, whofe amount on their prefent
footing may poiﬁbly overthrow the Govern-
ment; butwhich, with the aid of fuch a bank,
could not for a moment have obfiruted the
carecr of public fervice. In that event, Hy-
der, fo far from ravaging your country, and
menacing you within the walls of Madras,
would have been quickly driven from the

Carnatic and from his own dominions.

Such an cftablithment would attach all
claffes by the ties of private benefit; it
would fubjet to your influence every
prinde in India, by enabling you to fupply
his wants, or to fupport his adverfaries,
according as his condu& merited your
friendfhip or excited your refentment. If
fimilar proceedings have exalted the Seets
and other private Soucars throughout In-
doftan, to a weight and influence little thort
of princcly power, what might we not

X expe&k
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expedt from the operation of fuch a ma-
chine, in the hands of a Government
whofe wifdom, juftice, and ftability, thould
entitle it to public confidince*?

If we might venture to fuppofe that
thefc fuggeftions fhould cver grow into
cffec, we fhould no longer have occafion
to dread the courts of India meditating our
expulfion; for the adoption of a fyflem
formed on thefe principles implies fuch
vigour of interior management, fuch en-
creafing opulence, fuch firitnefs in the
detail of expenditure, fuch refpetability of
warlike preparation, and fo dire& a courfe
of liberal policy towards all the country
powers, as would ecither remove théir en-~
mity, or elfe evince their incapacity to fub-
vert a fabric built upon fo fure a baffs,

& No degree of energy and refitude in any individaal
Governor can poflibly produce the benchits in queftion ;

it is the energy and retitude of long eftablithed fyltem
alone, from whence they can be denived,

T 3 I have
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I have now, my Lord and Gentlemen,
Lid before you the condition of your
fouthern provinces, and the tenor of public
proceedings fince you honoured me with
that command. After having ftated fairly
the embarrafiments under which we la-
boured, and the mcans ewployed to over-
come them, I have dwelt with no lefs
pleafurc than acknowledyment on the ex-
ertions of Mr. Sulivan and Mr, Iiwin at
the head of your fouthern revenues, of Mr,
Digby, Mr. Hippifley, and Mr. Orpin, in
other deparrments of civii furvice; T have
repeated the fentiments of obligation due to
Colonel Stuart, Colonel Forbes, and the
other fenior officers of the army, for the
ftrenuous fupport reccived from them, It
has alfo been my particular endeavour to
imprefs your minds with a firong and laft
ing Yenfe of the merits of your fouthern
troops, and I fhall feel the higheft fatisfac~
tien if my reprefentations fhall procure for

them
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them any portion of your indulgence, due
by indifputable claims.

With recard to the obfervations fubfe-
quent to the narrative of thofe proccedings
in which the fouthern army was engaged,
they refer to the caufes which occafioned
the decline of our aflairs upon the Coaft,
and to the condu€t that appears beft fuited
to prevent a repetition of fimilar difafters.
Thefe confiderations, and the motives which
have induced me to fubmit my opinion to
your Ilounourable Board, will, I truft, in-
cline you to reccive them with indulgence,
as the well-intended fuggeflions of one
whole zeal to promote the public fervice
excecds either his abilitics or opportunities
of information on this complicated and im-
portant fubject. Few perfons however have
enjoyed more favourable occafions of en-
quiry into the local circumftances of thofe
territories ; I am confcious too, that my
mind has neither been influenced by preju-

T 4 dice
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dice nor partiality. It only remains that
1 thould apologize for the tedioufnefs of this
addrefs, and repeat my warmeft acknow-
ledgments for the very flattering marks of
public confidenge which you were pleafed
to repofe in me. Moft cordially do I with,
as the beft expreffion of my gratitude, that
the vigour, ability, and integrity of con-
du&t by which your Prefident has been
enabled to preferve the countrics under
your dire@ion, may procure to you the
diftinguifhed honour of 1ctrieving the Eng-
lith intercfts in the Faft,

I fhall now take my leave of your Lord-
fhip and the Board, and bid adieu to the
fubje&t of India.

T have the honour to be, &,
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N° L
Daraporam, 1t June 1783,

MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN,

ITave the honour to inform your
Lordfhip and the Board that the army
encamped before this place on the thirtieth
(afternoon), having made a march of
twelve hours. We immediately infpected
the ground adjoining to the fort, and at
three in the morning proceeded with fome
Euro-
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Europcans and two battalions of Sepoys to
take pofleffion of a very firong poft on the
weftern fide of the river, within three hun«
dred yards of the fort, The men were under
cover before dflight; we opened a fmall
mortar battery at eight in the morning, a
three gun battery before three in the after-
noon, and effeted a breach about fix
o'clock. Parties were fent round the fort
and pettah to prevent the efcape of the
enemy, who did not venture to ftand a
ftorm, and the grenadiers entered at day.
break this morning.

We have fpared the life of every perfon
in the place, and have turned out all the
lower clafs of people; but have thought it
pecellary to detain fome of the principal
inhabitants, in hopes of intelligence from
them. It is a very extenfive place, and
capabl'e of much defence, I am happy to
inform you, my Lord and Gentlemen, that
there is a very confiderable magazine of

gran
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grain in the fort and pettah, which might
prove of effential confequence in the emw
ecution of your orders for offenfive opew
rations to the weftward. A very large
army might be fubﬁ&ed.bin this ncighe
bourhood for a campaign: there is alfo
a large fupply of powder and fhot ia
the magazines here. I fhall have the
honour to tranfmit a particular ftate of the
place, as foon as it can be prepared; and
fhall then take the liberty of fubmnitting to
your confideration my ideas of the eminent
advantages that will refult from the profe-
cution of your orders to the weftward,
provided you fhall judge it expedient to
fend fuch a reinforcement to this army as
may enable us to fecure fome places of im=
portance in the enemy’s country, and at
the fame time to meet his army’in the
field. Should you, my Lord and Gen«
tlemen, determine in favour of this mea-
fure, I may venture to affert that the cone
fequences will not be lefs beneficial than

10 honour-
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honourable: but in the prefent ftate of this
force, I cannot prefume to promife any

permanent advantage.
I have, &e.

(Signed) W. FULLARTON.

The Right Hon, Lorp MacarTNEY,
and the Scle&t Committee, Fort St. Georges
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N IL .

Pandalamcourchy, 13th Aug. 1783,
MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN,

IN anfwer to your Letter of the eighth
of July, I had the honour on the nine-
teenth of July to inform your Lordfhip
and the Honourable Board of my intention
to proceed to Dindigul, in order to wait
your farther commands in that place; and
on the twenty-fifth and twenty-feventh of
July the army marched in divifions from
Tritchinopoly by the route of Touracour~
chy ; for there was not a fufficiency of

water by the fhorter road of Manapar,

At Touracourchy I received a’ public
letter from Mr. Sulivan, containing a fore
mal requifition that I fhould move the army
into the Mellore diftris, and from thence

proceed
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procced myfelf with the detachment to
Shevigunga, in order to enforce the paya
ment of the tribute due in that country.

Your Lordthip and the Honourable
Board, in your Letter of the eighth of
July, were pleafed to give me a difcretion=
ary power of proceeding either to Dindi-
gul or to any other place that might tend
molt effcQually to enable this army to carry
offenfive operations into execution, in the
event of Tippoo’s refufing to accede to the
terms of accommodation that have been
offered to him. In addition therefore to the
weight of Mr. Sulivan’s arguments on this
occafion, and to the refpet at all times due
to his opinion, I conceived it to be my duty
to comply with the requifition in queftion,
as it did not interfere with any orders I had
rectived; but on the contrary tended to
promate every objolt of fervice that this
axwy could have in riew,

We
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We arrived at Mellore on the fecond ‘of
Auguft, and from thence proceeded to
Shevigunga with an efcort, whither two
battalions were previovfly detached. ©On
their approach, the Rajah and his Mini-
fters fled to the woods of Callacoil, and
could not be prevailed upon to return;
but in the courfe of four days I was lucky
enough, in Mr, Sulivan’s name, and with
his fan&tion, to bring them into an arrange=
ment ;3 of which Mr. Sulivan will commu-
nicatc the particulars to your Lordfhip and
the Board, and which I hope will meet
with your approbatien.

At Shevigunga I received a public Let-
ter from Mr, Irwin, urging the movement
of the army into the Tinivelly eountry,
in order to reprefs the infolence of the.Po=
lygars, and affuring me that by this'moves
ment he would be enabled to callei 2 very
confiderable fum for the urgent neceffity of
the troops: about the fame time T was

informed



288 APPENDIX

informed that the military ftores preparing
at Tanjore, and the detachment under
Colonel Start, could not reach Dindigul
fooner than the twenty-fifth of Auguft. I
therefore, with the advice of Mr. Sulivan,
determined to comply with Mr. Irwin’s
requifition, and to employ the interval in
procuring fuch fupplies for the army as
might enable me to carry into execution
any orders you may be pleafed to give me.

1 withdrew the troops from Shevigunga
on the eighteenth, and joined the army at
Trepatchetty. A battalion was left in Mel-
lore, for the purpole of colle@ion, and
the remaining force marched by Pallamerry
and 'Naiglapour to Pandalameourchy, where
we arrived yefterday at two o'clock P. M.
afeer marching eighty miles in four days®.
The quicknefs of thele marches had not
given Catabomanaig time to retura from

mﬁn Shevigyaga marched shove one

the
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the fiege of Chocumpetty; but we fouad
in his' fort about two thoufund armed
men, who fhut their gates, and manned
their walls againft us. 1 therefore refoh'cd
to attack them immediately ; for Catabo-
manaig was very foon expefted himfcl?
with eight thoufand men. We opened a
four gun battery at four o'clock P. M.
breached before feven, and, after a fevere
conteft, took pofleflion during the night.
Notwithftanding the precautions that were
taken, and the corps that we had ftatioped on
the different faccs of the fort, the troops were
fo fagigued that many of the enemy effe@cd:
their efcape.  We have found about fourteen
gi'ns and a quantity of powder in the place,
as well as fome money, grain, and bullocke,
The military fiores thall be approptiated to
the public fervice, and the other arlicleg
disibuted to the troops, or deftroyed,

During the thort time we havc to rcmam
in“Yhid provintd," I' thalt ufe c\*‘efy effort 1o
exgeute fuch objects of fcrvu:e as Mr. Irwin

U fhall
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fhall point out ; for by doing fo I have no
doubt that the arrangements of the country
will very foon be completed by his zeal
and abilities, and that the army, which 1is
ai;eady largely indebted to his exertions,
will be amply fupplied with money and
means of conveyance, and enabled to reach
Dindigul, as foon as the military ftores at
Tanjore and the detachment under Co-
lonel Stuart, can arrive at that place.

I have now, my Lord and Gentlemen,
lzid before you the proceedings in which
the army has becn engaged fince I had the
honour of addrefling you laft. It will
afford me the moft {incere fatisfa@ion, if in
thele faarticulars my condu& fhall merit
Your approbation, and in any degree tend to,
gi_vc_tlﬁ‘e& to your intentions refpeQing the
foture operations of the fouthern troops.

I have, &c.
(Sigaed ). W. FULLARTON,

e the Right Hon, the Governof and Prefident,
and the Sele@ Comamittee, Fort 5. George.
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N° IIL

Camp at Shevigerry, 3d Sept. 1983,
MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN,

Had the honour on the thirteenth of
Auguft to inform your Lordfhip and
the Honourable Board, of the motives that
induced me to move the army from Trit-
chinopoly to Pandalamcourchy, and of the
redudion of that place. Since that time [
have been conftantly employed in ufing
every effort in my power to bring the Po-
lygars into proper terms of arrangement for
their arrears, fo as to enable Mr. Irwin to
{ettle the affairs of this province to the
advantage of the Company, and to {upply
the army with a fufficient fum'fpr.itu
intended operations. As the Polygars res
mained extremely dilatory, notwithftanding
the redu@ion of Pandalamcourchy, it was
found neceflary to march' to this place,
Ua where
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where the Shevigerry-chief was joined by
Catabomanaig and two other Polygars, and
had all together not lefs than fix thoufand
people.  On the approach of the army they
retired from the town of Shevigerry to the
Comby; a ftrong hold in the mountains,
which ncver had been attacked, and which

they conceived to be impregnable.

Mr. Irwin concurred with me in think-
ing that a reafonable accommodation would
be more for the Company’s intereft than
to reduce the place by ftorm. On this
principle I remained four days in fruitlefs
negotiation with thefe refraltory Polygars,
and even fubmitted to truft myfelf alone
among them, in hopes of bringing their
bufinefs to an amicable termination. But
ﬁnding‘ all my efforts ineffetual, I was
under the neceffity of ufing force.

The Comby is fituated in the recefs of an
amphitheatre of very high rocks and moun:
tains,
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tains, and defended in front by a very
firong work, mounting eight guns, and
covered by four miles of thick jungle, in=
terfected with barriers and raviﬁcs; the
whole being inclofed from the country with
a high embankment.

The attack commenced yefterday morn-
ing at feven o'clock. We were fo forty-
natc .as to carry the bank, which the
enemy had lined with many thoufand men,
and to drive them into the woods: we
then proceeded to cut a road through the
juogley and cffected this fervice in feven
hours, under a continual fire of mufketry
and repeated fallies of the enemy, who
were feldom farther from our front thar
thirty or forty yards, and feveral tines
rufhed upon our people with thcir _pikes,
but were as often repulfed. As foon
as we had forced our way to the foot
of the high mountain that commands the
Comby to the fouthward, we advanced tp

U3 gain
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gain the fummit, and by fix o’clock we
had driven the enemy from their pofts
upon the eminence; and from thence we
kept up fuch a firc upon the Comby that
they were forced to abandon the place, and
to retreat through rocks and thickets,
where it was impoffible for us to purfue
them with any effe(t: we have found eight
guns, three elephants, and a large quan-
tity of grain, I cannot fay too much in
commendation of the officers and men in
this bufinefs ; and am happy to add, that
if we confider the firength of the place,
our lofs is extremely inconfiderable, &s will

appear from the enclofed copy of the:
killed and wounded.

I am in hopes, my Lord and Gentlemen,
that this fuccels will bring all the Poly-
gars into an immediate arrangement with
Mr. Irwin; for the letter of the eighth
of Auguft which I have juft received from
your Lordihip and the Honourable Board,

and



APPENDI X 29;

and the approach of the detachment under
Colonrel Elphinfton towards Tiitchinopely,
renders it impoflible for me to think of
semaining any longer in this  quarter;
and 1 thall in confequence move the army
immediately to Dindigul, in oider to cafry
forward thofe important operations whin
you have been pleafed to direct me to pur-

fue from thence,

I thall think myfelf particularly fortu-
natc if my movement to the Tinivelly
counury, and the operaticns that have taken
place fince my arriva), fhall be honoured
with your approbation, and tend to give
eff& to your expeQation from the South-

ward,
I have, ©e.

( Signed ) W. FULLARTO N,

To the Right Hon. the Governor and Prefident,
aod the delect Commuttee, ¥ort St. Cuurge,

U4
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N’ IV,

Fort of Palagatcherry, 15th Nov. 1783,
MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN,

Had the honour on the eighteenth of

OQcber to inform your Lordfhip and
the Honourable Board, that I had received
official information from Tellicherry of a
breach of faith, and a recommencement of
hoftility on ‘the part of Tippoo Saib, againft
Mangalore. The critical fituation of that
important place, and the tenor of my in-
ftru&tiogs, induced me to move towards
Palagat?herry, in order Yo reduce a fort of
fuch eflential confequence to the Englith
intérefts in India, and at the fame time to

pm{ém.e: if poffible, a diverfion in favour
of Mangalore.
After various difficulties in cutting our

way fear twenty miles through the foreft
of
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of Annamally (a jungie till then confidered
as impenetrable for an army), the advance
of the line reached this place on the fecond
of November; but the badnefs of the
roads and inccflant rains prevented the rear
of the army with the battering guns from
arriving till the ninth. T found the fort
covered by a refpeftable glacis with a good
covert way, a very broad and deep ditch
completely reveted, a large berme, and a
very firong commanding rampart. The
figure of this fort is nearly quadrangular,
the dimenfions of its faces gre 528 feet by
432; each angle is defended by a capacious
round baftion with feven or nine embra=
fures, and a baftion of a fimilar conftruc=
tion on the centre of each curtain; it has
only one entrance, pafling through three
gateways, mounts twenty-nine gung'gp the
works, and contained a garrifon of near
four thoufand men.

On
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On the thirteenth, we opened two bat-
teries of fix heavy guns each, one on the
eaft and the other on the north face ;—the
enemy’s fire way foon filenced, and their
defences deftroyed. At night, Captain
Maitland, with a part of the four flank
battalions under his command, took advan-
tage of a heavy rain to drive the befieged
from the covert way. He was fo for-
tunate as to fucceed, and purfued.them
within the firft and as far as the fecond gate-
way ; there he was flopped; but main-
tained his groupd with gréat {pirit and abi-
fity, until an addition of troops ariived.
The enemy was fo much alarmed with this
wmode of attack, that they called out for
quarter, and put us in pofleflion of a fort
capable of makiag a long and defperate

zefiftante,

We have found 50,000 pagodas in the
place, befides a confiderable flock of grain,
pamder, fhot, and military ftores: returns

of



APPENDIR 109

of thefe articles, togethér with aa accu-
rate plan of the fort, and of the attack,
fhall be tran{mitted as foon as they can
poffibly be prepared ; in the mean while 4
feftion of the north face is enclofed. ,Our
lofs on the occafion was extremely incgn..
fiderable, as you will perceive by the an-
nexed rcturn of killed and wounded.

I have been minute, my Lord and
Gentlemen, in the defcription of this place,
becaule its confequence and local fituation
are not accuratéely known to Europeans.
The pofleflion of it commands a fertile and
extenfive diftrict, the adjacent forefts abound
with the fineft teek timber in India, and
the river of Paniani is at hand to float it to
the Malabar fea. The pofition of - this
place equally menaces the pofleffions of
Tippoo on the weftern coaft and tow;rd;
Myfore, by the route of Coimbatour and
Gudgereddy. The movements of this
army, almoft without money, conveyance,

or
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or fubfiftence, exéept what we procured on
our progrcfs afford fufficient proof that
magazmcs of grain eftablithed here would
enable armies to march with confidence and
foeurity from the coaft of Coromandel to
that of Malabar, and thus bring the mili-
tary refources of Madras and Bombay into
one point of union and effect.

I have fet the Killidar and the garrifon
at liberty, with their fide arms and private
baggage, and am ufing every effort to put
the place into the beft ftate of defence, as
well as to prepare every department of the
army for more important operations ; as I
amh very‘ lately informed by Brigadier Ge-
neral Macleod, that Tippoo Saib is flill
blockading Mangalore, and is determined
ifc poffible to reduce it. This has induced
thi¢ Profidency of Bombay to give orders
that General Macleod fhall ufe every effort
to' fave ‘that important fortrefs. 1 have
thi hotloiir to forward a letter from Ge-

neral
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neral Macleod to the Right Honourable,
the Prefident on this fubjeét.

The Rajah of Calicut, or rcprefcntntiﬁ('q-,
of the ancient Zamorins, is now with me,
and we receive much afliftance from the Br=
mins and other inhabitants of this coux,ftry,
on whom I beftow every mark of favour
and protection, in order as much as in my
powcr'to preferve the Englith name from
the ftain too often incurred by violence and
opprefion: 1 have likewife received the
{tronge(t aflurance of friendfhip and fuppert
{from the different Rajahs on the Malabas,
coat. 1 have written to Sir Edward
Hughes, to Brigadier General Macleod,
and to the Chiel of Tellicherry, foliiting
moft earneftly a fupply of battering guns,
powder, thot, and other military ;Ttres;
which could eafily be fent to me by, the
route of Calicut.  Should thefe requifitions
be complied with, and the war with Tip-

poo
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poo be continuedl, I have fittle doult of
being able to march to Seringapatam in
hopes of deciding this deftruive conteft at
the gates of his capital. But fhould your
Lordfhlp and the Honourable Board de-
‘ide on meafures of immediate pacification,
and wifh to preferve pofleffion of the coun-
try between this place and Tritchinopoly,
it is eafily within my power to fulfi] thefe
views, by falling back to Coimbatour and
Erode ; for thefe places, in addition to the
country :;Iready reduced, would add a re-
venue of 700,000/ per annum, and extend
the Englifh territory almoft entirely acrofs
the peninfula.

The wery prefling neceflities of the offi-
cers and troops have obliged me to take
upor my{elf to order a diftribution of the
money. *found in the fort, which I am aware
is a meafure that may poflibly involve me
in perfonal inconvenience ; but which I
prefume no perfon will venture to attribute

to
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to any private conﬁdcraéioq, when it is
explained that 1 have not, on my own.ac
count, received nor ftated any charge to thg
public fince my arrival in_India; but am
applying to the exigencies of the fervide
every fraltion I can either borrow or pree

cure.

I have already informedyour Lordfhip and
the Honourable Board of the very fpirited
condu& by which Captain Maitland of the
feventy-eighth regiment accelerated the fall
of the place. The exertions of Lieutenant
Colonel Kelly, during the courfe of the at-
tack, claim my warmeft thanks. Lieute-
nant Colonel Elphinftone was field-officer
of the trenghes on the night of the thir-
teenth, and conducted the operations in a
manner worthy of his long fervice and digh
military charaer. It would be diffiouls
for me to do juftice to the merits of Colo»
nel Stuart and Colonel Forbes, on this and
every other occafion.

9 Cap-



304 APPENDIX

Captain Byr‘cs the chicf engineer is en=~
titied to my beft thanks for his labours and

ability.

I have, 9.

( Signed ) W. FULLARTON.

To the Right Hon. the Piefident and Governor,
and Sele@ Comunttee, Fort St. George.
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N V.

Camp nt Diadigol, April 26ih, 17842
MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN,

N obedience to your orders of the fif-
teenth of April, I have confidered with
the utmoft attention the important objeéts
held forth by your Lordfhip and the
Board ; and I beg lcave to affure you of my
beft efforts to fuggeft and to promote fuch
mcafurcs and arrangements as may tend
moft effetually to eftablith a permanent
fyftem of proteion and defence through=
out the fouthern countries, to reduce as
much as may be pra@icable the military
expences of the fouthern eftablifbment, and
to enable the army to affemble and to move
with effe® on any emergency. Thefe 1
conceive to be the effential yoints on which
X you
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you dire& me to Jay my feutiments before
yﬂu.-'

With refpeé to the allotment of troops
for the different garrifons to the fouthward,
I prefume that two complete battalions in
Tanjore, and one in each of the forts of
Tritchimopoly, Madura, Pa]amcc;rtah, Ram-
nad, and Kalicoil, including Tripatore,
will be fufficient for the ordinary duties of
the place.

It is not in my power at prefent to con=-
fult with Mr, Sulivan and Mr. Irwin on the
proportion of troops that they may judge
neceflary for the colle@ion of revenue in
the different diftri@ts ; I muft therefore beg
leave to refer in this particular to the opi-
nions which they may tran(mit to your
Lordthjp and the Board. Should Mzr. Suli<
van ftate that the four or five battalions of
Tanjore Sebbendies are adequate to the
purpofe of collettion in that country; and

thould
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thould Mr. Trwin be fatiied with two bat-
talions for the current tranfaltions of “the
provinces under his management; it wit
next remain to be confidered what Sepoy
force in cantonment will enfure the fafety
and defence of thefe extenfive territorius.
It muft not be forgotten that the countries
of Tritchinopoly, Madura, Tinivelly, and
Marawa, contain above one hundred thou-
fand Colleries and Polygars in arms, natu=
rally brave, and habitually impatient of all
regular government.

The Englith poffeflions and refources’to
the fouthward have been fo recently en-
dangered and impaired by the rebellious
fpirit of thefe favages, that I fhall never
prefume to be refponfible for the efficacy of
any arrangement of defence, until the ggoft
refratory of them are difarmedy, their
woods and ftrong holds laid oper, and their
forts occupied on the very firft appeararice
of difobedience, or difrefpet to the Circar,

Xz In
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In conjun&tion with this primary mez=
fure ‘of fecurity, I have no doubt that fix
battalions of Sepoys, cantoned with an ef-
ficient force of Europeans near Tritchino-
poly, and ready to be detached as occafion
infght require, would fulfil every public
purpofe that could occur within the pro-
vinces. - Here I muft obferve, that many
eminent advantages will arife to the fervice
from this propofed mode of anfwering all
requifitions for troops by detachments
from the cantonments, inftead of appointing
battalions to permanent ftations, which im-
paits their difcipline, and is produlive of
various inconveniencies.

Confidering the public interefts no farther
than aé internal and defenfive arrangements
are-m queftion, it will appear to your
Lordflip and the Board by this ftatement,

er with the enclofed return of regular

and frregular corps ferving fouth of the
Coléroon, that four battalions, including the
detach-
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detachments of the fwclfl'x and eighteenth,
can be withdrawn from hence, and that a
body of Mogulleys, Independents, Irrcgu;
lars, and troops belonging™to His High~
nefs the Nabaob, amounring'to ten thoufand
men, may be immediately reduced: fuch,
horfes of the Mogullcys ac are fit for dulty
might be purchaicd for the regular gavalry,
and the horfemen, who are in gencral men
of high cafts and long fcrvice, may be pro-
vided for in fuch manner as may feem beft
to your Lordihip and the Board.

A proportion of the Independents, Ir-
regulars, and Nabob’s troops, might be en~
lifted, or draughted into the regular batta-
lions, and their black officers permitted to
remain as fupernumeraries on the ftrength
of thefe corps. Thus the hardfhigs that
would befal the individuals by redp&ion
may be obviated, and the regul ;lions
which have fuffered fo feverely during the

X3 latg
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late conteft maytbe effeGually recruited,
even to the prefent war eftablifhment of one
thoufand men for each battalion: from this
redudtion alon:?, exclufive of the retrench-
ment of all field-allowances, an expendi-
«tyre of more than twenty-five or thirty
thoufand pagodas per month may be faved
to the Company.

Were thefe arrangements to take place,

a rigid fyftem of difcipline to be maintained
among the troops, the dccayed parts of the
principal forts to be repaircd, and particu-
larly a conftant and fcrupulous attention to
be paid to the ftate of grain, flores, ordnance,
and ammunition in the different garrifons,
I fhould prefume that little »would feem
wanting to the well-being of the provinces,
as far & the military are concerned, provided
a fufficient fund was appropriated to the
fpeedy diftharge of the large arrears fo long
dye. to the troops, who have fought pa-
tiently
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tiently and bravely undef an accumulation
of difficulties. I muft farther beg leave to
obferve, that in my opinion nothing thort of
fuch a provifion can fecure o us the confi-
dence of the Sepoys, on whofe adherence
and attachment our permanency in” this
country muft ultimately depend.

Your Lordthip and the Board are fo
fully.imprcfled with the neceflity of dedi-
cating the momeuts of peace to the purpofes
of preparation, in order to guard againft the
uncertainty of future events, that I cannot
fulfil the duty you have impofed upon me
without fome obfervations on the mode by
which the fouthern troops may be enabled to
aflemble and to move as an army, whenever
a renewal of hoftility fhall render that mea-

fure neceffary.

If it fhould appear to your Lordfhip and
the Board, as it does to me, that there is

not any place on the coaft of Coromandel
X 4 from
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from whence ad army could commence
its operations with move advantage againft
the” Myforeans, or indeed againft the
French at Pondicherry, than from Tritchi-
nopoly, that gatrifon will naturally become
théYepofitpry of all the field and battering
train, ammunition, and ftores of every de-
nomination, neceflary to equip an army for
the field: and, for the fame reafon, as well
as for the convenience of the troops to be
cantoned in its vicinity, a very ample ma-
gazine of grain and other provifions fhould
be formed there; but the determination of
the Renter to countera any meafure of
this nature will require the moft pofitive

orders from your Lordfhip and the Board
to give it effect.

In order that the troops in cantonment
may-at all times be ready to move, I con-
ceive tifat every Captain commanding a bat-
talion fhodld be dire@ted to entertsin, at
the pfual aljowances, 2 number of draught

and
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and carviage bullocks,. tibmplete with: ma-
firies, drivers, gunfey-bags, nofe-ropes and
faddles, agreeably to the proportions {peci=
fied in the regulations for-the conveyance
of the trigade of guns, and their tumb;i}s,
the tents, ftores, and ammunition beln'q(r;;
ing to his corps; fome gun and tent Pai-
cars and artificers ought alfo to be attached
to the battalions; and a fum might be al-
lowed to the officers for furnithing and
repairing their own tents, which would
greatly relicve the embarrafliments of public
conveyance in the army : but fhould any
officer ever abufe thefe indulgencies, a
court nartial and difmiflion from the fer-
vice would foon remedy the evil, A corps
of artillery, complete in Furopeans, Gu-
landars, and Lafcars, under the fenior officer
of artillery to the fouthward, and a_propor-
tion of draught and carriage bullock® for
the ficld and battering train, al:tiﬁ(;jl'l be-
longing to the Commiflary of Stores de~
partment, Dooly Coolies, and public fol-

lowers
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lTowers of all dcfc}f'ptions, {ufficient to equip
the army, according to the firength you
intend it to confift of, fhould conftantly be
cdmplete in the cantonments: and as well
as the bullocks thus propofed to be main-
falud’ U the peace eftablifhment, thefe
followers may be occafionally employed in
the carriage of grain and other bufinefs of
the Circar, on requifition from the fenior
civil fervant of the ftation, taking care al-
ways that the bullocks fhall be attended by
a guard of the corps to which they are
attached. T alfo conceive, that a corps of
pioneers, under the chief engineer, is ex-
tremely neceffary to remain upon' the efta-
blithment.

The expence attending cavalry, and the
difficulty of procuring an efficient body
of them, almoft preclude me from any
obfervhtions on that fubje@; but if it
be your intention to complete that effential
conflituent of an army, I fhall be happy

to
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to have your inftructionf to procure horfes
from Myfore and other places; and at all
events I flatter .myfelf that you will judge
it expedient to encreafe, and to form into
ohe reziment, the three troops of regular
horfe now ferving to the fouth¥rd.

Should thefe arrangements take place,
implying a redu&ion of ten thoufand men,
and .a removal of four regular battalions
from hence, it would be neceflary, on the
renewal of hotftility, to reinforce this fide of
the Coleroon with a force cqual to that now
fuppofed to be withdrawn, and ta order an
additional body of troops to be raifed for
the purpofe of country duty and colleClion ;
otherwife it would be impoffible to render
the fouthern army at all equal to its prefent
ftrength : but in this event, it williprove of
eminent utility to raife regular corps, in pre-
ference to the rabble of Peons, I’;dcpcn..
dents, Fynauts, and other idlers, who infeft
the country, difguft the Sepoys, and im-
pede the recruiting of the_[intta]ions.

With
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With thefe prépautions, my Lord and
Gentlemen, 1 cannot think that any Indian
enemy could ever gain fuch advantages over
us. as have, ona late occafion, endangered
the exiftence of the Englith in the Eaft;
for itis d by fevere experience, that a
number of troops alone is of little avail,
unlefs the means, conveyance, and depart-
ments that conflitute the eflentials of an
army, are maintained on fuch a footing of
effe as your Lordfhip and the Board feem
determined to eftablifh.

I fend this Letter to Mr, Sulivan, that he
may forward it with his remarks and emen-
dations. I fhall only farther entreat your
indulgence for the tedioufnefs of this detail.

I have, .
( Signed ) W. FULLARTON,

To the Right Hon. Loxp MacarTnzy, K. B.
Governor, Prefident, and Sele@ Committee,
Fort St. George.



APPENPIX sty

N VL

A particular Account of the Tanjore Country,
and of its Produet.

HE Yacojee Rajah was the firft man
who took pofleffion of the fort and
country of Tanjore from a Gentoo king;
this event happened on the 7th day of Fe-
bruary 1675, dated, in Gentoo, Rauchina
Nama Sum vacharum, Magah Sudda Sep-
tinee. "It appears, from the books which
are kept in. the palace, that there were
5753 villages, which faid villages were
divided into the five following fubahg or
difiri@s ; viz.
Subah Trivady,
Subah Combeconum,
Subah Mayaveram,
Subah
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Subah Munn#rgoody,

Subah Pattacotah and Valumpute,

The country produced, in
the year 1675, under the Yaco-
jee Rajah, Paddy Cullums

Yacojee’s eldeft fon Shaha-
jee fucceeded*4o the govern-
ment ; and the country yielded
annually, during a reign of
thirty-fix years, Paddy Cullums

Shahajee was fucceeded by
his brother Sharabajee, who
held the government eighteen
years; the country produced
annually — —

This deficiency in the revenue

was attributed to the carelefl-
uefs of his manager.

Tugreojee {ucceeded his bro-
ther Sharabajee, and reigned
fix years; the produce of the
country was annually

3 4

32,050,000

32,050,000

24,000,000

34,000,000
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Tuccajee was {ucceedell by
his fon Baba Saib, who lived
one yeat; the lands produced,
Paddy Cullums

20,000,000

At his deceafe, his wife Sur-
jana took charge of the go-.
vernment for two years; ang
the produce was, per awnum, 20,000,000

At -her death the fon of
Sharabajee ( called Colerajah )
fucceeded to the government
for one year ; the produce was 20,000,000

And Colerajah’s fucceflor
was Pretab Sing, youngeft fon
of the feceafed Tuccojee;-he
enjoyed the government twen-
ty-four years and a half; his
four managers were Annajee
Shanjogee, Ragupaty a Yan-
gare, Manajee and the Dobeer;
under thefe four managers the
country produced every year 17,000,000
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Pretab Sing’s eldeft fon Tul-
jajee Miaharajah fucceeded to
thethrone ; he ef?pléyed theun~
dermentioned managers; viz.
Manojee Huffain Cawn, Sure-
row Balajee Sinda, Dobeer Gi-
ligiliaha, Rachanna Hircar
Rangia; the country preduced,
under thefe managers, every
year, Paddy Cullums =

Some time after this, the Na-
bob took pofleffion of the coun-
try and fort of Tanjore ; he ap-
pointed the Dobeer to be the
fole manager, under whofe
management the country pro-
duced _—

As foon as the Rajah was
meftored to his fort and country
be appointed Bachana Saula
Vencataputty Tondamanapa,
Abmabochy Naick, Gillanapa,
Hircar Rangia; under thefe

15,000,000

17,000,000
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magagers the:coubsry annually
yielded ~ — ~  §§900,000
The two laft year, I belicve,
it ,has fallen az low ’as

13,000,000,

N.B, 'I‘he-foregoinglccounylvas received
from an old man, who'was a wnter under
the ﬁubetr and Manojee in the time of
Ptctab‘Sing, father to the prefent Rajah of
Tanjore. It is given literally from the
Mahratta Tranflation.
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An Account of .the Tanjore Revenues, ex-
dratted from Be Circar Books in the thige
laft Years of the Rajab's Father's Reign;

w1Z.

In the year 1759 = 32 lack of Chuckrums.

1760 — 33 D°

1761 — 37 D
In the twofirft years
of the prefent Ra-
jah's adminiftration,
in the year 1762 — 28 D°

1763 — 33 D’

1771, being the year of the firft
fiege of Tanjore, 34 lack of.Chuckrums.
During the Nabob's
government in the ‘
year 3773383+ D’

1774~ 52 D’

1775, being the year of the Ra-
jah's seftoration, the Nabob received, during

the
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the time the country atas pofle{ed by him,
20 lack of Chuchrums.

The Rajah receir cdl,

in the yemainder of

that year, 1o 10N

Loft by a chan ¢ of

government 10 rI’)“
Inthe year 15576 — 26 1y
1777 =% b

THL L XND
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Page 25, —— 9. for againfl yead to.
3:, —— g. fir renavanion read reformatiod.

49. —— 3. for feries read fyitem.

§2. —— 12, for by their ufage read by their ill ulage,
70, —— 19. for yet cooceived read conceived yet, «
97+ = 4, Note; after bufinefs add of the fervice.
149. —— g. after feveral aad hundred.

dw 1be Plate of the Order of Bantle, for C. Ebert read
C. Lveret.
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tion, will add, to the merit of having pre-
ferved the Carnatic from deftruction, the
diftinguithed charalter of having reftored
it to profperity.

Tt would ill become me in addreffing the
Government of an extenfive country, to
enlarge on the detail of means by which
this reftoration. may be effeted. Permit
me, however, to fuggeft, that the legiflative,
j’udicial and cxecutive regulations neceflary
to the profperity of an Indian Government
are neither complicated nor refined.  There
is one maxim peculiarly applicable to that
country,—that tRere is no evil more dreaded
than innovation, nor any duty more facred
with the natives than cuftom. Let this
truth then be the unalterable beacon and
direory in all plans of renovation refpeét-
ing India, where the continued repeals
and fluuations incident to European efta-
blithments excite the utmoft dread and de-
teftation.

The





