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TO

THE RIGIIT MONOURABLL
THE MEMBEIERS

OF THE

BOARD of CONTROUL.

MY LORDS AND GTNTLLMEN,

S your Right Honourable Board

is invcited with the controlling
power of this country in all matters
of Eaflern regulation, Itake the Liberty
of infcribing ro you the following
Account of the Operations of the
Southern Forces on the Coalt of Co-
romandel, and a View of the Englith
Intercils in that quarter of the Globe,

The
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The remarks which T now prefume
to lay before you, are the refult of
perfonal obfervation, unbiafled by
prejudice or partiality ; and it will
aflord mec the moft unfeigned fatif-
fa&tion, if any thing contained in
thefe pages fhall prove at dll deferv-
ing of your confidcration.

1 have the honour to be, with great
refpedt, '

MY LORDS AND GINTLIMEN,

Y our moft obedient

and very fauthful Servant,”

W. FULLARTON.



ADVERTISEMENT.

IN order that the lnal diferiptions and
milttary operations mentioned in the follow-
ing Wark may,be rondesed more intelligible,
Mr. FapuN, Gesgrapher to i Muajefly,
bas completed a Map of the Southern Pro-
vinces of Bdia, from Mudras ‘1o Cape Co-
morin, on & large fealey according to the
Plans of Colone! Kelly, Captum ] i'&‘!ﬁ'é’f,
and other accurale Surveyors.

In thic Mup, the movements of the South-
ern army, durmg the Campaigns of 1782,
1783, and 1784, are futhfully traced, and
the errurs of former Tupographers are cares
Sully corredied.
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Engliyh Interefts in India,

LETTER L*

MY LORD,
T would afford me the greateft fativfac-
tion, if the tranfu@ions which have
occurred fince my departure from Englind,
enabled me to lay before you any informa-
tion that might prove interefting, and that
might tend to cvince the fentiments of
& Ths letter was written on the paflage from India to

Furope, fubftquent to the Letter addrefled to Lord Mac-
artpey and the Selelt Committee of Fort 3t George.

*B refpect
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refpect and veneration which imprefs me
when I venture to addrefs your Lordfhip.

If the expedition in which my regiment
embarked had been fuffered to purfue its
original object, the tenour of our operations
might have afforded a narrative not unde-
ferving your attention ; but our after-defti-
nation againft the Cape of Good Hope,
our progrefs from thence to India, and our
fubfequent proceedings there, furnifh fo
inferior a fubje@ of communication, that
I fhould have been unwilling to intrude
upon your ferious engagements, had not
the ftate of our Faft India pofieflions be-
come an obje& of general importance to
this country.

Although thefe confiderations and your
Lordfhip’s goodnefs may incline you to
receive indulgently fuch obfervations as my
recent opportunities fuggeft on this fubject,
it is far from my intention however to tref~

7 pafs
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pafs upon your patience, with any detail
of particulars relating to myfelf, or to the
events that preceded my arrival in the Eaft,
farther than to requeft your perufal of the
papersinferted in the Appendix. My chief
object is to lay before you an unbiaffed
ftatement of rgcent occurrences in India,
and of our a&ual fituation there.

The principal exertions during the con=
cluding period of the war with Tippoo
Sultaun, were made by the forces fouth of
the river Coleroon, which I had the ho-
nour to command; and our operations were
fo intimately conne&ed’ not only with thofe
on the Malabar coaft, but with all the
tranfations that occurred within the range
of hoftility, that no juft view could be
given of the one, without a correfponding
ftatement of the other.

In my addrefs to the Government of
Fort St. George, the diftrefsful condition in
*B 2 which
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which I found thofe countries when ap~
pointed to the fouthern command, is faith-
fully related ; the rife and progrefs of mili=
tary meafures in the fouthern countries, as
well as their interruption by a pacification
with Tippoo Sultaun, are likewife recapi-
tulated; the local mifmanagement and
inherent grievances that have reduced our
affairs upon the Coaft to the laft fymptoms
of decay, are afterwards explained; and
my obfervations conclude with fuggefting
fuch meafures of reform as appear indifpen-
fuble to the prelervation of India. A
copy of that narrative accompanies this
Letter, together with feveral authentic
communications neceflary to elucidate the
{ubject.

You have heard much, my Lord, and
read more, of the mifgovernment in India.
There have been declamations without end
on the peculations of the Company’s fer-
vants,~ang ac&s without number to re-

trieve,
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trieve, if poffible, the Company’s affuirs:
but thefe declamations have only tended to
afcertain the rhetorical cftimation due to
the perfons who delivered them,=—and ihofe
a&ts have too frequently confiumed the cvils

they were meant to 1emedy.

In treating of this fubje& it never fhiould
be forgotten, that the leading principle of
all Eaftern inftitutions is permanency 3 but
the principle, or at leaft the practice, of all
Englith politics in India, has been produce
tive of the moft pernicious inflability. By
the firft, laws, manners, rites and regula-
tions are handed down from age to age
undiminifhed and unaltcred ;~—Dby the fe=
cond, the general order and arrangements
of the country are torn afunder with capri-
cious innovation: and to enforce a {yftem
fo deftru@ive of the decareft tenets of the
natives, the continued opcration of violence

is required.
*B 3 The
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The diftribution of the Gentoos into
Talyngas, Malabars, Marattas, Canaras,
and Malleallums, as well as into the dif-
ferent fects of Bramins, Rajahpoots, Nyars,
and into many inferior fubdivifions of
merchants, labourers, and artificers, has
remained inviolate fince the -promulgation
of the laws of Brimha, whofe Shafter con-
tains the ordinances of their’ faith, and the
pandes of their jurifprudence. Thefe in-
ftitutes have withftood the ravages of time,
the irruptions of invaders, and the revolu-
tions to which, in all recorded periods,
thofe countries have been expofed.

The wifdom of the Moorifh conquerors
of Indoftan failed not to preferve this an-
tient fabric of Indian adoration. In fa&,
the Mahometan governments apparently
reverence the rites of the Gentoos, who
ftill conftitute the mafs of fubjeéls on the
peninfula. Under the Moors, they are
liable to oppreffions incident to all arbitrary

govern-~
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governments; yet their tyrants have min=
gled policy with force: and as the Goths
adopted the manners of thole nations whom
they conquered, fo the Mullulmen have
affimilated with the cuftoms of their Indian
fubjeéts. They encourage them in huf-
bandry and manufalurc—employ them in
their armies—entruft them with their
finance—and, above all, preferve to them
the purity of their Cafls, the fandlity of their
Bramins, and the pomp of their religion.
So fully do the Moonth princes fecl the
neceflity of treating with refpet thofe cuf-
toms and opinions, for which the moft timid
of Gentoos would facrifice his life, that Hy-
der Ally never failed to make large endow-
ments to the chief temples or pagodas.
In 1781, when his army invefted Trit=
chinopoly, he waited in perfon on the
Bramins of Seringham Pagoda, with a
propitiatory acknowledgment to Viftnou,
the tutelary deity of that fanCtuary. By
thefe means, in addition to fuperior talents

*B 4 in
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in war, and a vigorous adminiftration in
peace, the Moors have extended their do-
minions over the richeft parts of the penin-

{ula.

The Portuguefe, on the other hand,
whofe 2rms and enterprife obtained a
geographical extent of territory greater
than the circuit of the Roman empire in
the days of Auguftus, blindly zealous to
propagate the Chriftian faith, fouad it
eaficr to conquer kingdoms than to fubvert
eftablithed dofirines. By viclating the
tenets of their fubjeéts, they have ceafed to
be accounted among the powers of India.

Happily for the Englith interefts, into-
lerance in matters of religion has not
mingled with our Indian policy. But in
our civil and military condud, intolerance
has united with inftability, to violate the
moft revered inftitutions, and to force pa-
cific powers into meafures for our exter-

mination.
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mination. So fully are thefe affertions veri~
fied by every circumftance attending the
origin and growth of our power in India,
that on a convi&ion of our reftlefs and un-
ftable views, was founded the policy of the
Mogul, the Nizam, the Marattas, and other
ftates of Indis, who latety affociated to ac-

complith our deftrultion,

It is not neceflury for me at prefent to
enumerate the various tiansformations by
which the private merchant grew into a
powerful fovereign, with formidable armics,
large revenues, rich manufadtures, induftrie
ous fubjets, and territories more extenfive,
populous, and produive than the moft
flourithing kingdoms of Europc. My inten«
tion is, to convince your Lordfhip that, not-
withftanding the enterprife and talents By
which various fubjeés of this country have
fignalifed themfelves during the courfe of
Indian operations, no individual efforts

can
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can prevent the fuperftruture from tébtter-
ing, while the groundwork is fo infecure,

In the earlieft periods of our aggran-
difement Lord Clive exerted his utmoft ef-
forts to corre& the vices of our Eaftern
fyftem. His letters to the Court of Direc~
tors reccommended an acconomical detail
in the departments of publié expenditure,
a regulated watchfulnefs over the defen-
five preparations of the country they had
acquired, a conftant attention to the com-
mercial purpofes of their inflitution, a rigid
juftice and iuviolable fecurity to their fub-
jects, and a liberal encouragement of indut-
try and cultivation. Above all, fays he,
you muft fupport a permanent fyftem of
conciliatory meafures towards the country
powers: for while a doubt exifts refpec-
ing your pacific inclinations, their fears
will incite them to form machinations to
effe& your ruin,

Although



ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 1

Although the current inftrutions from
home to the different Prefidencies have been
in unifon with thefe admonitions, our Eaft-
ern governors avowedly have difobeyed all
orders ; they have commenced hoftility,
negotiated for peace, and renewed the war,
juft as fuited their convenience.

I will not carry you farther back, my
Lord, than 1767, when the Government
of Madras, affter flagrantly offending the
Nizam, by occupying the Circars under the
pretence of a firmaun or charter from their
then dependant the Mogul, fent a deputa«
tion, to {ubmit their claim to the difcuflion
of the very Nizam who was the injured
party in the queftion; and, without fa-
tisfying him for the violation, farther than
by a huddled compromife to pay him a tri-
bute for the Northern Circars, entered into
engagements with him to a& conjundly
againft Hyder Ally, then invaded by the
Marattas, No fooner was this union

formed,
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formed, than it was diffolved; and the
Nizam feparating from the Englith army
under General Smith*, immediately joined
Hyder, and continued in hoftility againft
us; but after feveral unfuccefsful engage-
ments, he became weary of the conteft,
and returned with his army to Hyder-
abad.

The after-narrative of that difgraceful
warfare, as exprefled in General Smith's
letter to Lord Clive, exhibits the moft
firiking picture of our Eaflern councils.
There we may learn, by what inverted
policy it is poflible to defeat the beft-found-
cd expeltations; to render abortive the
exertions of the ableft general, and braveft
army ;=~how an enemy may be reduced, by
repeated lofs in battle, to propofe the moft
favourable terms of accommodation; and
yet, thus weakened and exhaufted, how he

¢ See General Smith’s Letter to Lord Clive.
may
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may be enabled to triumph over évery dif-
after.

My reference to thefe facts is only
meant to evince, that the contempt which
Hyder Ally ‘entertained for our councilss
and his enmity towards our cflablifliment,
however ruinous to our interefts, originated
in our aggreflions. 'We had hardly breath-
ed after the war with Hydcr, when the
public confternation was excited by unpro-
voked hoftility with the Maratta flates,
apainft whom, whatever might be the
oftenfible pretext, I know not of any fub-
jec of complaint, excepting that they held
pofleflions on the Malabar coaft, extending
from the northward of Surat to the vicinity
of Goa; while our Prefidency of Bombay,
exclufive of their ifland, were circumfcribed
within the narrow limits of a fa&tory at Su.
rat, and another at Telicherry. Your Lord-
fhip has no doubt obferved in the printed

and
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and official communications refpeéing that
conteft, a mafs of incidents, compared with
which, the indignities incurred by the
Madras Government in the preceding war
of 1767 with Hyder, almoft ceafe to ap-
pear difrcputable®,

Hoftilities at laft commencing between
the Englith and French, the Englith were
again involved in war with Hyder Ally.
Under thefe circumftances, it became necef-
fary to confider of a pacification with the
Marattas. Negociations were opened ; but
as we had fought without concert, fo we
treated without communication. The Ge-
neral negotiates, the Government of Bom-
bay negotiates, the fupreme Board negoti-
ates, the Reprefentative of a higher Power
negotiates—all differ, all counteract each
other; and thc Maratta Government found
it fo impoffible to reconcile their contradic-

® See Pechell’s account of military affairs at Bombay.
tory
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tory propofitions, that they continued the
war as the only means of fecurity with fuch
unexplicable adverfaries. Long afterwards
however, on the eve of our diffolution,
as the fine gqua non of our exiftence in
India, they forced us to purchale peace
from them, and to reftore all the poffeflions
of which we*had robbed them, excepting
Salcet ; having firft wafted the treafures of
Bengal, reduced Bombay to.a ftate of
infolvency, and expofed our condu& to
the whole world, as a lafting monument of
perfidy and weaknefs.

We now arrive at the moft eventful pe-
riod that the Englith have experienced in
Afia, furpafling every previous misfortune
in the iniquity from whence it fprang, and
in the calamity with which it was attended,
From the date of the difgraceful treaty
with Hyder Ally in 1769, till the year
1780, our rulers in the Carnatic feemed to

have
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have forgotten that he ever had invaded
them, or rather that he ever could in-
vade them again. The fuperior genius
of Hyder perceived, that the territories
and pofition of the Englith, as well
as their proficiency in military {cience,
would render them defirable allies, and
give unequivocal fuperiority to his forces
when conjoined with theirs; but experience
proved, that he could not rely on men fo
difunited and unprincipled. To adopt a
neutral fyftem, neither promifed fecurity,
nor fuited his decifive character. What then
remained but hoftile mcafures, againft a
nation with whom alliance or neutrality
appcared alike unfafe ?——Flis campaigns
during the preceding war expofed their
vulnerable parts ;—their difregard of mili-
tary preparation marked out the Carnatic
as an inviting fidld of new acquirement ;—
and the growing profligacy of each fucceed-
ing Government, improving on the rapa-

city
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rapacity of that which preceded it, con-
firmed the hatred which our previoys
condu@ juftified*. Hyder's enmity was
roufed to indignation by our attack on
Makhee, a French fettlement under his pro-
tetion: ftill more was he incenfed at
the negotiation with Bazalet Jung, brother
of the Nizam, and proprietor of Adoni, by
which that prince ceded to the Englifh the
Guntoor Circar, upon condition that a
force fhould be employed in his defence.

This ftipulated force actually marched
under Colonel Harper to Inikonda, in its
way to Adoni ; but in confequence of va-
rious procraftinations fo many months
were wafted, that Hyder had full leifure
to poft a ftrong party at the entrance of
the pafs near Inikonda. The Colonel, find+
ing the enemy in great ftrength, and that
their orders were to attack the Englith if

® This was the cafe, nntil the unalierable reflitgde of
Lord Macartney checked the progrefs of venality.

they
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they fhould attempt to march acrofs Hyder's
territory, receded from the enterprife.

Bazalet Jung, on this occafion, expe-
rienced the treachery of Europeans; for,
relying on our good faith, he had ceded
the Guntoor Circar, and afterwards difco-
vered that the movement of, the troops to-
wards him was dclufive, and that the de-
lays which enabled Hyder to prevent their
march to A'dOni, were fraudulently contrived
by the Madras Government, in order to de-
feat the performance of their flipulations.
On the other hand, had we fulfilled our
engagements with Bazalet Jung—had we
marched a refpe&able army to Adeni, fuch
were the advantages of that fituation, that
while we could have maintained it, no power
in India would have ventured an invafion of
the Carnatic ; for Adoni* menaces Myfore,
Beddanore, the countries of the Maratras,

® It is fuperior, 1n a topographical point of view, to

any 1oterior pofition in the peninfula.
and
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and the Decan, while the natural ftrength
of that fortrefs, and the refources it com=
mands, fecure it, if well garrifoned, againit
any danger from a native power: but all
thefe confidcratinns were facrificed—Bavalet
Jung was difpleafed—the Nizam offcnd-
cd—and Hydcr exafperated.

Every pov.;er in India faw the daﬂg&
that threatened the Prefidency of Madras ;
and the Carpatic was actually over-run by
Hyder with an army of 100,000 men, at
the very moment when that Government
boafted that he durft not meditate hoflility.
The melancholy and difgraceful events that
followed, are too unpleafing to admit of
obfervation. The fate of Colonel Baillie's
detachment, and the fubfequent retreat of
the army to Madras, are freth in every me-
mory. After the furrender of Arcot and
the chief forts to Hyder, he appointed
rentecrs—colleted the revenues— coined
money—and exercifed all a@ts of fave-
reignty, being de facto Nabob of the Car-

*Cz natic.
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natic. It is unneceffary to enlarge on the
fubfequent tranfadions: the arrival of Sir
Eyre Coote from Bengal —the junction of a
detachment from thence with Colonel Pearfe
—the battles of Porto Novo, Pulaloor,
and Shulengur, and the other operations of
the Carnatic army; or to recapitulate the
fucceffes of the fquadron under Sir Edward
Hughes*, againft Ncgapatarr': and Trinco-
maley, which formed the concluding inci-
dents of the'year 1781. It is only meantto
offer fome remarks on our political fituation
in thofe countries, in order to prove the
errors of our paft condué@, and to fuggeft
what appears to be the leaft objectionable
mode of permanent reform.

* That diftinguiihed Admiral exhibited, in the reduc-
uon of thofe important places, the fame fuperior condu@®
which he afeerwards difplayed in his naval ations with the
French, ; 4y

Haviag had the good fortune to ferve with sy regiment
on board the fquadron during the courfe of thofe engage-
ments, 1 capnot mention the rame of Sir Edward Hughes,
witheut npnﬂing the warmeft fentiments of agtachment

and refpett, ‘due to fuch profefional merits aad inefumable
private worth.

In
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In this flage of our difafters, the frag-
ments of the Cape expedition arrived at
Mudras t. It is impoflible to imprefs your
Lordfhip’s mind with any adequate repre-
fentation of the deplorable condition of
that Prefidency 3 no would it be an agree-
able tafk to expatiatc on fuch extremes of
human wretchednels as were there expe-
rienced. If ady fcene of danger and diff*
trels could infure concord and co-operation
among men, the full difplay of thofe virtues
might have been expeted at Madias,

Hyder was in pofleffion of the country —
Tippoo about this time cut off our fouth-
ern detachment with Colonel Braithwajte
—the French were landing a body, appa-
rently of fufficient force to decide the con-
teft. In this fituation, our apprchenfions
of the encmy, as well as the defire of reco-
vering the reputation we had loft, thould
have excited us to a& with cordial effort ;
indced, no profpe@ of defence remained,
but in the united energy of every indivi-
dual connefled with our caufe.

+ Fcbruary 1782,
*C3 Under
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Under fuch circumftances, your Lordfhip
will hardly credit the affertion, that the bufi-
nefs of the war was by no means the main
obje&t of attention. Councils—generals—
feamen—foldiers—and civilians—{ervants of
the King, Company, and Nabob, feemed
almoft to have forgotten that the encmy
were at their gatee, and that they had any
adverfarics to contend with but each other.

Such pernicious counterallions, at a mo-
ment too when the public diftreffes ought
to have precluded all pritate contention,
excited my furprife.  On tiacing the fource
of thefc diforders, it appeared that they
did not oiginate in any blameable dif-
pofition of the parties; on the contrary,
the leading charalters were diftinguifthed by
{uperior talents, and eminent in the dif-
ferent walks of life to which they belonged.
From a difcordant principle in the politi-
cal part of our Indian fyftem arofe thofe
cvils, which were too inveterate to yield

to any palliative expedient. Individuals
5 are
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are in a great meafure out of the queftion;
tor the difunion alluded to, is not the cel-
lion of one man, or fet of men, againt
another ; it is not of one periad, or of one
Piehdency; but it is a gencral contention
—a thock of fituaions—and a war of de-

partmems.

In this critical ftate of affairs, it was
moft fortunate for the prefervation of our
Indian territories, that Lord Macartney
had affumed the Government of Madras
in the preceding June. From the firft
moment, hc dedicated his time and talents
to reftrain abufe, with an undeviating vi-
gour and uprightnefs of intention. Could
he have imagined or forefeen the ruin and
diftration in which the preceding Go-
vernments had involved the eftablifhment,
it is not probable that he would have left
Europe, to adventure on the manage-

Cs ment
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ment of a country fo overwhelmed by
every {pecies of calamity, that fuch Forti-
tude, integrity, and perfeverance as he
poffefled, could alone hive prevented its
condition from becoming irretrievable :—
but to a mind like his, when once en-
gaged in an important public obje&, no
difficulty could appear unfurmountable, no
combination ef embarraflments exceed the
reach of his exertions.

In a thort time he concluded an arrange-
ment with the Nabob of Arcot, by which
the revenues of the countries under his
Highnefs’s authority were refcued from
mifmanagement, and affigned to the Com-
pany, in order to fuppoit the exigencies
of the war,— The fecurity of Madras,
which he found a&ually experiencing the
feverities of famine, was provided for
with the utmoft wifdom and difpatch.
—The ineficient defenfive fyftem on which

the war had been conducted in the Carna-
tic,
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tic, he endeavoured to cxtend into of-
fenive operations, and every cHort was
made by the Civil Government to cnable
the -Carnatic army to advance into the
enemy’s poffcflions of Myfore.—The
fiege of Negipatam was undertaken by
the dire@tion of the Governor, and
proved fuccefsful, notwithftanding the op-
pofition againft that meafure by the
Commander in Chicf.—Troops were alfo
&nt to enable the fquadron to reduce
and garrifon Trincomaley. =~ The previ-
ous extravagance by which the finances
of the country had been walted and
public credit overthrown, was reftrain-
ed by a firm and rigid hand. The moft
anxious retrenchment was enforced in
every dcpartment ; not a fingle malver-
fation, negligence, or abufe, feemed to
efcape the penctrating obfervation of the
Governor; who, ata crifis the moft diftrefl=
ful and alarming that the Englith had

cver
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ever experienced fince their eftablifhment
in India, exhibited an affemblage of
talents, energy, and reitude, of which

few examples can be traced in any coun-

try *.

In order to account for the rife and
progrefs of thefe diffenfions, and of that
difcordant principle in which they origi-
nated, your Lordfhip will be pleafed to re-
colle@, that the {pirit of our primary efta-
blithment in India knew no power fuperior
to the Company’s Government. This au-
thority, perplexed and wavering as it might
be rendered by the politics of tﬁe different

‘Prefidencies counteralting each other, had

¢ However firong my inclination is to do juftice to the
merit of Lord Macartney’s Government, it would ill be-
come me to attempt a detal of the great and complicated
tmofaftions in which he was engaged. Deflitute of ma-
terials, and wpequal to fuch sn undertsking, it only
remains for me to exprefs my hopes that his Lordfhip will
be induced to give the Public a hiftory of the important
affairs which he condo@ed with fuch diftinguithed ability.

yet
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yet fomewhat of- unity in the idea of its
formation ; fo far at leaft, that the native
powers, confidering the Company as the
fountain of all Englith authority in the pe-
ninfula, regulated their conduf by fuch com-
munications as were conveyed through the
medium of the Company’s reprefentatives.
While this preyailed, the Nabob Mahomed
Ally, and other native princes in our al-
liance, condu&ted themfelves with the utinoft
deference towards the cftablithed Govern-
ment ; and though at times they were fe-
verely preflfed by fome rapacious members,
they fclt a degree of fecurity, and enjoyed
an intercaurfe of good offices, that bordered
on profperity.

The errors of the Company’s manage-
ment having attralted the attention of
Adminiftration at home. an a& of the le-
giflature was pafled in 1773, by which
the powers of fovercignty were continued
in the Company ; but the authority of

parlia-
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parliament afflumed an executive interfe-
rence in thofe very powers of fovereignty,
by the appointinent, recommendation, or
eonflirmation of certain officers of juftice,
and others to be eftablithed in India.  The
power and diguity of the Crown had, at
an earlier period, been brought into direét
competition, though not on equal terms,
with the power and fovereign authority of
the Company. An embafly had been fent
immediately from the Crown to the Nabob
of Arcot, unavoidably in oppofition to the
power of the Company. Vehement dif-
putes arofe between the Ambaflador and the
Prefidency of Fort St. George. The Go-
vernor and Council conftituted the regular
authority of the fettlement, and pofiefled
the powers of adminiftration ; while the
other claimed fuperiority as reprefentative of
the Sovereign. The Nabob and all the other
native pringgs were perplexed. They had
been taught, that in the Company was vefted

the fapreme authority of England, as faras
refpected
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refpe@ted India—that no other power had
any right of interference there. Now
they are told, the Company is nothing
more than a private body of merchants,
without confequence or confideration in
their own countiy, and who are foon to
lofe all power. and confequence in India.

In this fituation of affuirs, what fhall the
unfortunate Nabob belicve 2—~how fhall he
act?—A hoft of needy adventurers poflefs
themfclves of his confidence, impofe upon
his credulity, and taint his mind with opi-
nions that have fince proved his deftru@ion.
“ Your Highnefs (fay thefc adventurers)
“ muft fhake off your conne@ions with
“ thofe traders ;—you muft now adhere to
the fovereign power and majefty of Eng-
“ land: You, Sir, are an independent
“ prince ; — you are guaranteed in your

“ territory of the Carnatic by the treaty
“ of Paris;——the kings of France and
¢ Spain have ratified that treaty, and the

“ king
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“ king of England is your prote&tor,—
“ Throw off, therefore, all dependence on
“ the mercantile affociation.”

You will not be furprifed, my Lord,
that an Afiatic Prince, who cannot recon-
cile the contradiGtion of a body of mer-
chants poflefling fovereignty, fhould have
been deceived by language fo congenial to
his natural propenfities ; efpecially when
confirmed by the folemnity of public letters,
and an embafly from the Sovereign.

From that moment, his attachment to
the Company was fhaken :—he fpoke light-
ly of their power, difregarded their fer-
vants, and counterated their intentions.

The Government of Madras refented
this defection, and forced him to confefs
that his new allies were either negligent of
their promifes, or unequal to refift the Com-
pany, in whofe hands the executive con-

trol {till remained.
Since
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Since that time, the Prefidency of Madras
has been a continued fcene of countera&tion.
The Senior Officer of the fquadron has
ufually reprefented his Majefty at the
Durbar, and that fituation tends to ren-
der him, ex afficio, an objet of jealoufy to
the Company’s Government. The Com-
mander in CHief on fthore has likewife held
an authority from the Crown, fo indefi-
nitely expreffed, that he could neither fub-
mit to the government without incurring
profeflional unpopularity, nor refift with-
out exciting ruinous commotions.

When Sir Eyre Coote aflumed the com-
mand of the Carnatic army during the ad-
miniftration of Mr. Smith, he had been fuf-
fered to engrofs the whole dirc&tion of the
war. The fucceeding Government found
by thefe means all | power and confe-
quence centered in the General. As the
Governor and Council of cach Prefidency,

by
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by the Company’s conftitution, are the de-
legates of their authority, it feemed ne<
ceffary that the Board of Madras thould
have fome control over operations for the
conduc and refult of which they ftood re-
fponfible to their fuperiors.~They repre~
fented thefe circumitances to the Supreme
Board, but fentence was pronounced againft
them, and the General was confirmed in the
unparticipated dirc@ion of the war. The
movements of the army however did npot
profpe: :-—the fame nartow limits marked
their progrefs:—the fame dcficiencies of
draught, cattiage, and conveyance, aswell as
of grain and money, ftill fruftrated all hopes
of profiting by fuccefs, and defeated every
fuggeftion of vigorous endeavour.

The Supreme Board, after much acri-
monious difcuflion, revoked their fentence,
and replaced the controlling power in the
hands of the Madras goverament: but

2 another
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another cvent foon afterwards occurred,

which put reconciliation at defiance.
The Supreme Board dctermine to refcind
the affignment of the Nabob’s territory to
thc Company, and to reftore his Highnefs
to the management of his own country.—
They farther refolve, it is faid, to enforce
this edit by military power. Sir Eyre
Coote is thercfore invefted with full autho-
rity for that purpofe, and on his'return to
the Coaft in April 1783, is inftructed at all
events to carry the order into execution.
His death, which happened in the fame
month, is fuppofed to have prevented much
bloodthed in the fettlement : for it is under-
ftood that the General was determined to
enforce, and the Government to refift, the
order of reftitution; at a time too, when
the country belonged more properly to Hy-
der and the French, than to either party.

The fucceeding Commander, General
Stuart, was involved in difcuffions fimilar to

D thofe
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thofe between the Civil Government and
Sir Eyre Coote.  The campaign under that
Gencral againft Cuddalore, was interrupted
by a ceflution of hoftility between the Eng-
Lih and French. Thofe dangerous neigh-
bours were thus left in poffeflion of a poft,
the lofs of which would probably have
obliged them to abandon 'India, had not
the difunion of the ruling and executive
powers difkracted our meafures, and added a
farther proof, that under the influence of dif~
cordant principles, neither time nor means,
circumflance nor opportunity, can enfure
fuccefs. The General was fuperfeded in
the command of the army, called to the pre-
fidency, and afteiwards rcinanded to Eu-

YOpe

Sir John Burgoyne fucceeded as Com-
mander in Chief of the King’s troops.
He afferted powers and privileges that the
Goverument declared to be incompatible

with
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with the conftitution of the Company. He
perfifted, and was fuperfeded by a Colos
nel on the Company’s eftablithment, who,
on this occafion, was raifed to the rank of
Licatenant General, and Commander in
Chief upon theCoafl.  Sir John Burgoyne,
in confequence of this promotion, claimed
the exclufive command at leaft of the
King's troops,~~and was arreficd.

Another Cencral became fenior of the
King’s fervice, and fubmitted. The remain=
ing Generals had figned a remonftrance
againft the violation offered to the royal
fervice by the arreft of their Commanders,
Some of them adhered to their declara-
tions, and left the country; others, pliant
to the times, enjoyed the benefits of unfer-
viceable, but not unprofitable, ftations.—
After this detail, your Lordfhip will not be
furprifed at any difturbance that has fince
occurred in thofe poffeflions.

D2 {t
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It is not within the limits of my purpofe
to enlarge upon the alts of the legiflature
now exifting, on thofe that have been pro-
pofed refpeiting India, or on the proceed-
ings of Parliament in their late capacity as
a Court of Inqueft *.
of Guvernor and Commander ftill remain

The pretenfions

in collifion with each other;j—the King and
Company ftill continue in that country to
be contending powers,—while the Company
and Nabob arc bound over to perpetual
variance. Between the civil and military
no line is traced; no redrefs for the latter,
no mode of coercion for the former, and
the warfare of the Prefidencies is extended
and confirmed.

My Letter to the Sele®@ Committee
of Fort St. George contains every other

& Since this paper was written, the powers of Go-
vernor and Commander in Chief have been wuited in
the perfon of Lord Cornwallis, and other importaat ar-
rangements have taken place for the corre@ion of our In-
dian {yflem,

material
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material incident refpeCting the concluding
period of the war, the circumftances under
which the peace with Tippoo Sultaun was
concluded, and the enumeration of internal
evils on the coalt of Coromandel. In the
difcuflion of thofe imporrant particulars, 1
have not helitated to fuggelt the detail of
means by which alone I conceive it poflible
to eflc& a renovation in the laft, Thefe
obfervations on the interior mifgovernment
of the country are, in their peneral tenden-
cy, not only applicable to Coromandel, but
to the other Preflidencies; and as fimilar
evils operate in each, correfponding remes
dies muft be applied to all.

If our condition be defperate upon the
Coaft, it will appear not lefs deplorable in
Bengal ; when we confider that the decline
of that Government has advanced with
rapid ftrides during peace, while Madras
has fuffered the devaftations of war.

D3 But
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But before we enter on a particular view of
this melancholy fubje&, it may be necef-
fary to flate the extent and local circum=
ftances of our pofleflions in that quarter.

The provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orif~
fa, as poflefled by the Britifl, and including
Denares *, contain an area of 162,000
fquare miles; their annual revenues are

fuppofed to have amounted, in happier
times, to .§,000,00c/. fterling, and their
population to 11,000,000: the province
of Oude and its dependencies compre-
hend an area of 53,286 fquare miles,
yiclded a revenue of 3,500,000/ and main-
tained 20,000,000 of people,

It muft be obferved, that the Mogul Go-
vernment in India was a foreign and oppre{~
five government; and confequently, that the
countries under its authority were far from
having attained their higheft period of im=-
provement. It is likewife demonftrable,

¢ §ec Major Rennell’s Memoirs,
that
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that Bengal and the lower parts of the other
provinces, being extremecly fertile, and
chiefly adapted to the cultivation of rice,
ought to maintain a greater number of
people on an equal {urface, than any the
moft fertile country where rice will not
grow ; becaufe rice yields two or three an-
nual crops, and the average of each crop is
comparatively greater than that of any other
grain.  Let us now compare the produce,
population, and revenucs of thefe countries
with thofe of Great Britain, which, accord«
ing to Major Reynell, contains an area of
90,400 fquare miles. The population of
Great Brituin may amount to 8,000,000,
and the prefent revenues arc about
14,000,000/. By this ftandard your Lord-
fhip will be able to judge of the compara«
tive value of the Englith poffeflions in Ben-
gal; and if to thofe you 2dd the coaft of Co-~
romandel, its area being 635,044 fquare
miles, ancient population g,000,000, and
revenue in former times 3,ooo,oolol., the
sggregate of thefe territories will form a

D4 domie
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dominion nearly equal in revenue, and far
fuperior in population as well as in extent,
to Great Britain,—to the richeft and moft
produdlive kingdom, in proportion to its
area, that ever exifted in the temperate zones.

In former times the Bengal countries were
the granary of pations, angd the repofitory
of commerce, wealth and manufa&ure in the
Eaft, Veflels from all quarters poured out
their treafures on the banks of the Ganges,
and the numberlefs nations that people the
northern regions of Indoftan, as far as
Cafhmire, Lahore and Thibet, including a
range of feveral thoufand miles, ufed to de-
pofit their riches there, as the great mare
and centre of their traffick, But fuch has
been the reftlefs energy of our mifgovern=
ment, that within the fthort {pace of twenty
years many parts of thofe countries have
been reduced to the appearance of a defert.
The fields are no longer cultivated,~—exten~
five tralts are already overgrown with

thickets,
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thickets,— the hufbandman is plundered,—
the manufaCturer oppreflfed,~—famine has
been repeatedly endured,—and depopula-
tion has enfued. The diftri&ts are farmed
out to Renters, or Zemindars,—and the
colleftions, as well as all other bufinels
relating to finance, are committed to a
Provincial Chicf, who reports to the Com-
mittee of Revenue. The Renter holds by
a precarious tenure, while it cofts him
fo much to procure and maintain his fitu=-
ation, that if his exaions bear proportion
to his ritk and advance of money, they
muft be extremely fevere indeed. Neither
would it fuit the views of a Chief to be
lefs induftrious in the bufinefs of extortion,
They muft thercfore be unufually inexpert
if they do not between them contrive te
diftrefs the inhabitants, to ruin agriculture,
and to defraud the Government of at leaft
thirty or forty per cent. of the ftipulated
payments. This they manage by flate-
ments of approaching want, which they

them-



42 A VIEW OF THE

themfclves have occafioned ; by accounts
of provincial works, which are never per-
formed ; by unjuftifiable dedu@ions, and by
connivance at the defalcations of the ma-
nagcrs.

The: hufbandmen and Ryots dependent
on thefe‘depredators (compared with whom
the feudal Serfs were in a ftate of freedom)
are in their turn happy mortals, when con-
trafted with the weavers and manufatturers.
If the former be plundercd of their grain,
the chaff at leaft is left for their {ubfiftence;
but fuch is the fyftem of commercial regu-
lation that the wretched manufaQurers have
hardly a refource. The Commercial Chief,
to whom they are fubje@, and who, under
the Committee of Trade and Manufadture,
is charged with the bufinefs of inveftment,
affigns to all the portion of their labour,—by
a fmall advance pretends to an appropriation
of their induftry,—denies their right to ufe

their ingenuity for their own advantage,~
eftablithes
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eftablithes a ruinous monopoly, by the
abufe of power, and treats them as bondi(-
men toiling for his bencfit. The confe~
quence is, defertion among the weavers, a
decreafing  inveflment for the Company,
enormous acgquilnion for himf{f, and a
futal flagnation of all trade and manufadture

throughout hws dittridl.

In Oude, Rohilcund, and all the upper
counftries within our influence; the natives
are, if pdfiible, flill more diftrdfitd, Va-
rious hordes have been driven to dcfpai{ by
hardfhip and exa&tion. They have affem-
bled in formidable force, and menaced the

whole country :

the hufbandman goes
to the plough with a firclock over his
fhoulder, while the Government is too
feeble to reftrain thefe outrages, and too
much deprefled to afford relief,

If we truft to our military on the Bengal
¢ftablithment for prote@ion againft thefe
alarming
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alarming enormities, we fhall find, thatentire
corps have exifted on paper, who, exclufive
of the €ommandant and Staff, never
had any exiftence but on paper; and
it will farther appear, that thofe Sepoys
who have a real exiftence, are neither well
difciplined, nor regularly paid. The de-
crealing produce of the cowvatry is con-
fumed by the utmoft contrivance of profu-
fion ; and fo wafteful is the mode of contri-
bution, that the country of Oude, period
after period, has fallen into arrears, leaving
the cahaufted prince without mecans of fup-
porting his government, or of maintaining

Lis family.

When Lord Clive, by his treaty with
Sujah Dowla, reftored that great country to
its rightful owner, flipulating only in be-
half of the Company forty-fix lacks of
rupees for its military defence ¥, he meant
to proclaim aloud throughout Indoftan, the

* To pay a brigade which the Comp.ny fations in the

’lﬂ\ﬂ“‘. -+ j.u]:{ice
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juftice and moderation of Englith policy, and
to convince the country powecrs, that the
Company rather chofe to be friends and prow
tetors, than tyrants and ufurpers over thofe
they conquered. Litle did that fuperior ge-
nius forefec, that by his boalted treaty the
treafures of a powerful prince were indi-
rectly to be transferred into a finking-fund,
and his whole dominions converted into
an afylum for the fole ufe and benelic of
prodigals and incorrigibles.

It would be a trefpafs on your patience,
my Lord, to expatiate farther on the im=
policy by which a country, fuperior in
wealth and means to the whole kingdom
of England, has been fo fpeedily precipi=
tated, without convulfion or internal war,
into a ftate of a&tual infolvency : neither can
I, without impertinence to your Lordihip’s
ready apprehenfion, enlarge upon the ftrong
fuggeftions that imprefs my mind with the
impending cataftrophe, about to clofe this

fcene of unexampled depravity.
8 But
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But the induftry of the Supreme Board
is by no means confined to Bengal and itg
adjacent provinces ; they have an extended
latitude of power : every other board
and prefidency is fubject to their fway, and
their controlling influence pervades the
whole politics of India. Without difcuf-
fing the merits of this unbounded inter-
ference, expericnce has evinced, that in
its prefent modification, it has difconcert-
ed cvery meafure of the other Govern-
ments, and funk them in the eftimation
of all neighbouring ftates; while the Su-
preme Board ftationary in Calcutta has la-
boured under fuch impediments of dif-
tance, local ignorance and cndlefs avoca-
tion, that in every inftance where they
have defcended to fuch interference, they
have expofed themfelves to public ridicule ;
and after marring the bufinefs beyond all
chance of remedy, have been forced at laft
to throw it from themielves upon the pre-
fidency, to which from habit, viciaity, and
conneion it did of right belong, A
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At one time, they propofe to furren-
der the whole of the northern Circars to
the Nizam for a trifle; at another, they
difpatck a negotiator, to offer the rich pro-
vince of Tinnivelly to the Dutch for lef
than a trifle,* for the uf: of one thoufand
Dutch mercenaries !—Fortunately, notice
of a Dutch war was reccived, before this
extraordinary treaty could be executed,
and the ncgotiator, Mr. Dighton, got no
farther than Madras.—But obferve, my
Lord, fuppofing the province of Tinnivelly
to yield an annual revenue of 250,000/
at twenty years purchafe, the property of
it is worth §,000,000/. At this rate did
the Supreme Board of India, propofc to
purchafe the ufe of one thoufand Dutch
mercenarics i—You will hardly require any
farther illuftration, that though this fta-
tionary Board, circum{cribed in the means of
intercourfe and information, and overwhelm.
ed in the interior bufinefs of Bengal, cannot
cafily accomplifh any public benefit, by the

latitude
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latitude of its control, yet afluredly it is
enabled to defeat all ufeful views of every
other Board, to thwart or over-rule all
plans of public fervice, and, in a paroxyfm
of politieal phren{y, to make away with
half the peninfula.

If it be judged expedient to have a Su-
preme Board of India, in whom all the
controlling powers of Government fhall
ultimately c!oncenlratc, in the name of com-
mon fenfe let it be a Board of Circuit j~—
let it be a Board of infpeCion, as well as of
control, compofcd of members from each pre-
fidency, detached from the embarraffments
and corruption of provincial regulation :—
let it be a Board that can obferve with impar-
tiality, judge with accuracy, and a& with
vigour j—that can move to any fpot in
India, where public emergencies are moft
urgent, and call more immediately for its
prefence. Thus, and thus only, can it be-
come a Board of extended efficiency either

to
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to enforce obedience, reftrain fubordinate
mifcondu@®, or unitc in one connc&ed
feries the vaft and complicated mafs of In-
dian affairs*,

Leaving this gloomy retrofpe, let us
confider how we are fituated with regard to
other powers, and what we are likely to
become on the peninfula. The territories
of hither India, or what has inaccurately
been called the empire of the Great Mogul,
extends 1680 miles in length, 1440 in
breadth, contains an area of 1,138,400
fquare miles, and maintains 110,000,000
of inhabitants, Taking the area of Great
Britain and Ireland at Major Reynell’s
eftimate of 131,800 fquare miles, and
10,000,000 of inhabitants, it is nearly nine

% The preceding remarks on the condition of Bengal
and its adjacent territories are not the refult of perfonal
obfervation, and therefore may be confidered as lefs de.
ferving attention than thofe which I have ventored to
offer on the affairs of Coromandel. There is lintle doubt
however, confidering the natural fertility of thofe coun-
tries, that & mild and permancot adminifiration mighe
foon reftore them to profpesicy.

E times
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times as extenfive, and contains eleven
times as many people as the three king-
doms.

I will not hazard any calculation of the
grofs produce and revenue of that empire,
but they bear more than a due proportion to
this fuperior population and extent. Its foil
affords cvery article for the fubfiftence or
conveniency of man that can be cultivated
in the lowér latitudes. It has for ages been
the feat of manufacture, induftry, and com-
merce. Its inhabitants arc civilifed, inge-
nious and refined, accuftomed to war, and
proficients in the arts, fciences, and cmbel-
lilhments of peace. With fuch fuperlative
advantages, no ftate recorded in the annals of
Europe could ftand in competition with the
Mogul Empire, if fuch an empire did in
fa@ include under one government the
territories to which it gives a name;
but the vaft tract comprehended under that
vague defcription is parcelled out among a
multiplicity of difcordant powers, and peo-

pled
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pled by numberlefs tribes, diffimilar in
manners, language, and religion.

If wc divide the whole region into 114
geographical parts, we fhall find, that of
thefe, fomething lefs than onc part belongs
to the Mogul and his immediate adherents g
to the Affgans, Kafhmirians, Pitans, Can=
dahars, Scets, Abdallas, and various other
northern Hordes, twenty-five parts ; to the
Maratta  States, including DBerar, forty-
cight ; to the Nizam, including Adoni, five
and an half; to the Circar of Tippoo Sul-
taun, including Cudapah, eight and an half’;
to the Rajah of Travancore, one; to the
Englifh, and their adherents, twenty-eight
and an half ; the remainder may be affigned
tc the petty Rajahs, Polygars, and other
claffes of aboriginal Gentoos, who have
hitherto deficd the powers of the crefcent
and the crofs, and, under cover of woods,
mountains, and inacceflible retreats, have
aflerted independente.

E 2 Of
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Of thefe, the Travancore Rajah, the
Malabar Rajahs, and fuch of the interior
Chiefs as never had the misfortune of our
intercourfe, have, I believe, no reafon to
complain of us; but every other individual
ftate has been fo deeply injured and infulted
by the Englifh, that if their refentments be
proportioned to their wrongs, they can
fcarcely ever be effaced.

When the Bengal Government withdrew
their covenanted flipend from the Mogul,
and forced him, by their ufage, to fly from
his refidence at Ilhabad, and to throw him-
felf upon the mercy of the contending
Chiefs and Hordes who infeft the environs
of Delhi, thcy fhould have recollected that,
fallen as he is, and diminifhed in his fplen-
dor, he is ftill of material confequence in
the affairs of India, being the acknowledged
paramount of all the Mahometan poweis
in thofe countries *,

"% M late miniter Nidaiff Cawn had 60,000 horfe
under his command.
The
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The Affgans, Pitans, Doranies, Abdal-
lahs, Condahars, Kafhmirians, and other
hordes of Muflulmen who people the nor-
thern territories of Indoftan, are brave and
warlike, impatient of peace, and eager for
adventure. So unfettled is the prefent ftate
of all thofe northern countries adjoining to
Bengal, that any refolute leader, black or
white, of military reputation, might, on the
thorteft notice, raife an army of 100,000
men, ready to follow him as long as he
could feed and pay them. Even in Qude,
near 150 lacks of the revenue cannot be
colle@ed, but by the aid of a leader, who
conftantly maintains 10,000 troops and fifty
pieces of cannon ready for emergencies. '

The Duab* has been twice farmed out
to Englith gentlemen, on condition that
they fhould raife or employ a force fufficient
to colle@ the revenues of it, with permif=
fion, after paying the ftipulated fum into

* A province mear Oude,

E 3 the
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the Nabob of Oude’s treafury, to plunder
and ranfack the diftri¢ts for their own ad-
vantage: but of late it has become the
receptacle of the rich and difaffeCted leaders
throughout the country, who fortfy them-
felves there, maintain confiderable force,
and aflert a flate of open independence.
The followers of Nidziff Cawu, and of other
great Chiefs, have hitherto been muaintain-
ed by quartering different bodies of them
on particular diftrits, with orders to the
Commander of each body to colle@ the
revenuey of the country, and to fubfift his
troops by force of arms.  Buc by this out-
rageous fyflem, thofe countries are already
c\haufted, and thefe defuoyers, like the
1Huns and the Vifigoths, muft feck for fub~

fiftence and plunder in new acquifitions.

If they direct their progrefs towards Ben-
gal¥*, they will find that country as open
to invafion as it was on the day when we

* Beogal is, however, naturally a fliong country.

firlt
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firft took pofleffion of it :—not 2 fort, not a
barrier, not a poft to refift their progrefs, to
the very fuburbs of Calcutta,

It would ill become me to offer any fug-
geftions unfavourable to the military upon
that eftablithment.  Brave and zcalous they
undoubtedly ate, and would probably de-
feat their encmies as often as they hazarded
a clofe engagement ; but allowing, which
is not the fa&, that they were neither de-
ficient in Furopeans nor in cavalry,—that
their Sepoys were in the higheft ftate of
difcipline, and that the vigor and difpatch
of Government, contradi@ing all former
inftances, fhould enable the army to quit
their cantonments in the beft order on the
firft notice of invafion ; flill we are taught,
by recent and fevere example, that a force
conftituted on the principle of our Indian
armies, without previous well-concerted
meafures of defence, cannot poffibly proteét
an extended country from the rapid devaf-

E 4 tations
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tations of hoftile cavalry. If they fhould
fail in driving us from the provinces, they
are at leaft fure to enrich themfelves with
fpoil, and to render them, like the Car-
natic, a poffeflion {carcely worth contending
for.

The fame ubfervations apply with equal
truth to the Maratta ftates. Their fenti-
ments towards us are not lefs juftly marked
with impreffions of refentment. They
have 1epeatedly afferted the claim of Chout
or tribute from Bengal, which, in their
idiom, is nearly fynonymous with impend-
ing invafion. Their numbers and co-ape-
ration, in contraft with our difcordant
weaknefs, enfure them an ample crop of
laurels, as foon as they fhall refolve to pafs
the Jumna. With regard to the Nizam,
our momentary fecurity is founded on his
pacific chara&ter. Poflefled as he is of a
great and fertile fovereignty, ample reve-
nues, and an army of 60,000 troops, which

he
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he could double with facility on a few
months notice, nothing was wanting bug
determination to have gratified to the full
his enmity againft the Englith, When
Hyder invaded the Carnatic, the Nizam
had only to march a force into the Northern
Circars, and thofe enviable territories muft
infallibly have reverted to their righdful
owner.

But thefe are inferior dangers, when
compared with the firength and menacing
condition of Myfore. The recent growth and
warlike advancement of that flate exhibit a
phenomenon unparalleled in hiftory. Inthe
earlier part of this century, when the Dela-
way or Regent of Myfore marched againft
Tritchinopoly with a great body of horfe,
their troops were in the loweft ftage of
military ignorance; and their unfkilfulnefs
was only equalled by their pufillanimity.
The country was then governed by a native
Rajah, the lineal heir of the Mufnud, He

7 was
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was of the Canara caft, and the great
body of his people were likewife of Ca-
nara or Gentoo defcent. They were hap-
py under his government; but they were

neither rich nor refpectable,

By the ghauts or mountains, on which
the table land of Myfore is elevated, it is
feparated from the Carnatic on the eaft,
from the great plains of Coimbatore on the
fouth, from the Malabar territories on
the weft, and from the countries of Bedv
danore and Ghutty. on the north.—Thefe
ghauts are only acceflible at particular
places, and oppofe no inconfiderable obfta-
cles to the progrefs of invaders. The
fituation of Myfore is remote from habi-
tual interference with adjacent powers ;
its {oil is lefs fertile than the lower coun-
tries that furround it, and its inhabitants
were not enriched by commerce and manu-
fatture, nor by thefe means expofed to their
more p'owerful and induftrious neigh-

bours,
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bours. Under fuch circumftances, it might
have enjoyed its primeval tranquility, had
not a fuperior genius effe¢ted a fignal res
volution in the affairs of that country,

Hyder Naick, or Hyder Ally, the fon
of a Killidar who commanded a fort of
fome ftrength on the confines of Myf{ore,
foon rendered himfelf fuperior to all the
other commanders in the Myfore fervice,
At the attack of the bloody Choultry on
8eringham ifland, mentioned in Mr. Orme’a
invaluable hiftory, he particularly diftin=
guithed himfelf, as well as on every other
occalion in which he cither acted or advifed.
Without dwelling on the gradations of
his conduct, in attaining confidence and
elevation, it is enough to fay that he rofe
to be the prime general and chief minif~
ter of his mafter. Clothed with the au-
thority of thefe employments, and fup-
ported by his afpiring talents, he foon
Jeft his fovereign nothing but the name,

and
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and at laft doomed him and his whole family
to confinement, exhibiting them from time
to time in great ftate, to foothe and pleafe
the people, while he in fa&t transferred the
fceptre to his own hands.—He trained his
peaceful fubjefts to the ufe of arms, by
new modelling the military fyftem; by in-
viting all ranks of Moormen, Rajapoots,
and other warlike cafts, to join his ftand-
ard; by encouraging or rather alluring
French and other Europeans to enter into
his fervice; and above all, by a courfe of
fevere and unremitting duty in the field.
He attacked, and fucceflively fubdued the
numerous Polygars, Chiefs, and petty Ra-
jahs, whofe poffeflions lay within his reach.
He extended his views againft the coun-
tries fouth of the Ghauts, as far as the
confines of Tritchinopoly and Madura,
on the Malabar coaft. He reduced the
Zamorin or Sovereign of Calicut, the Ra-
jah of Paligat, the other Malabar Rajahs,
and rendered the Rajabh of Cochin tribu-

tary
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tary to his Circar. He conquered Bedda-
nore, Goutty, and Chitelldroog; the
countries of Cudapah, Kanoul, and Sava-
nore; thus extending his dominions as
far north as Goa on the Malabar fea,
and acrofs the peninfula to the country of
Palnaud and Ganjam, on the coaft of Co-
romandel.

With thefe, and other interior acquifi-
tions, the Rajahfhip of Myfore grew into
a powerful ftate, 400 miles in length from
north. to fouth, and near 300 miles in
breadth from eaft to weft, with a popu-
lation of many millions; an army of
300,000 men, and 5,000,000/, of annual
revenue. Thefe atchievements were the
refult of intrepid perfeverance. He next
ventured to try his ftrength with the Ma-
rattas and with the Englith,—though he
could not vanquith them, yet he increafed
in felf-confidence, and public eftimation.
His very failures he turned to account,

and,
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and, like Czar Peter, fubmitted to be worfts
ed, that he might learn to be fuperior.

During the long interval of peace with
the Englifh, from 1769 to 1780, the im~
provement of his country, and the ftri+
eft executive adminiftration, formed the
conftant objeéts of his care. Under his
matfterly control, they attained a perfec«
tion never heard of under any other In-
dian Sovereign ; the hufbandman, the ma-
nufa@urer and the merchant profpered
in every part of his domimons; culi-
vation increafed, new manufactures were
eftablithcd, and wealth flowed into the
kingdom. But againft negligence or mal-
verfation he was inexorable. The Renters,
the Tax-gatherers, and other officers of
revenue, fulfilled their duty with fear and
trembling ; for the flighteft defalcation
was punithed with the chaubuck*, or with

® The chaubuck is an infirument for fcourging crimia
nals.
death,
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death. He employed fpies and intelli=
gencers in every corner of his own domi-
nions, and in every court of India; and
he had other perfons in pay, who ferved as
checks upon them, and watched all their
operations.

The minuteft circumflance of detail,
the produce of a crop, the cultivation of
a diftriq, the portion paid to the Circar,
and that referved to the inhabitants, were
accurately known to him :—Not a move-
ment in the remoteft corner could efcape
him,—not a murmur or intention of his
neighbours, but flew to him.—It will hard-
ly appear exaggeration to fuay, that he was
acquainted wirh every {pot, and almoft with
every perfon in his empire, when we confi-
der that he was in a continued round of in«
fpe@ion.—In his Durbar, during the hours
of bufinefs, reports from all corners were re-
ceived :—his fecretaries fucceffively read to
him the whole correfpondence of the day i

to
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to each he diated in few words the fub«
ftance of the anfwer to be given; which
was immediately written, read to him, and
difpatched.

On his right and left hand, during
thefe hours, were placed bags of gold and
filver ; out of which, thofe who brought
him intelligence were rewarded by one
or more handfuls of coin, proportioned
to their deferts ; he was acceflible to all:
every horfeman or fepoy, that wanted to
enter his fervice, was infpeted by him-
felf ; every Jemidar, or officer of any note,
was intimately known to him. His troops
were amply paid, but not a fraCtion was
loft. Thofe who fupplied his camps, garri-
fons and cantonments, were all under ficch
contribution, that almoft the whole military
difburfements reverted to his treafury.
Fhere was no contraltor bold enough to
hazard a public impofition. There was no
commander ingenious enough to fereen

inability
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inability or difobedience, nor a defaulter
that could elude deteflion. He poffefled
the happy fecret of uniting minutenefs of
detail with the utmoft latitude of thought
and enterprife. As his perfeverance and
difpatch in bufinefs were only equalled
by his pointednefs of information, fo his
concifenefs and decifion in the executive
departments of a great government, are pro-
bably unprecedented in the annals of men,
Confcious from experience of his own
ability, and of the weakuefs and diftraQion
of the Englith, he planaed their extirpation
from India, He fummoned all the native
powers to join his caufe :—they hefitated,
He determined to a& alone—and con-
quered the. Carnatic,

His death, in December 1782, left the
accomplithment of his farther defigns to
his fon aad fucceflor, Tippoo Sultaun, to
whom he bequeathed an overflowing trea~

F fury,
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fury, which he had filled,—a powerful
empire, which he had created,~and an
army of 300,000 men, whom he had
formed, difciplined, and enured to con-

queft.

In my annexed letter to the Board of
Madras, the perfpefive of events in the
concluding period of the war, as well as
the circumftances under which the peace
with Tippoo Sultaun was concluded, are
faithfully pourtrayed. The fubfequent pro-
ceedings of our adverfary have confirmed the
prevalent belief, that the prefent ceffation
is only a fhort refpite with a view of
afterwards renewing the conteft, when,
through our negligence and his exer-
tion, he may be enabled to attack us
with fuperior advantage. His condué has
not been equivocal :—his contempt of the
Englith incites him to difdain evafion, and
his enmity is a conftant ftimulus to his hof-
tile preparations. In order more effe@u-

ally
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ally to complete his arrangements for driving
the Chriftians out of India, he had hardly
figned the treaty with our Commiffioners,
when he folicited all the great Mahometan
powers, the Grand Signior himfelf not
excepted, to contribute their afliftance in
ftores, arms and artificers. He eftablithed
forges, founderies and armories throughout
his dominions,—replenifhed his magazines,
which had been exhaufted during the war,
—and new-modelled his army on the moft
efficient footing.

While thefe arrangements are fo formi.
dable as to excite well-grounded apprehen-
fions, his public ats and dcclarations already
afcertain their obje& and diretion. He
has claimed and menaced the Guntoor Cir-
car, adjoining to the country of Cudapah.
If he fhould be fuffered to take poffeflion
of that diftri&, the whole northern Circars
will unavoidably be fevered from the Prefia
dency, and his dominion be extended over

Fa all
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all thofe valuable provinces. On the other
hand, if we refift his aflumptions, he hoifts

And,

under fome pretence or other, a renewal of

his junda®, and renews the war.

the war is unavoidable :—‘he has fworn to
it,—While we, on our part, muft with for
that event, if we mean to regain our cha-
ralter, or cver to be numbered among the
powers of India.

There was a period when peace and for-
bearance formed the principle, though they
never were the praltice, of our Indian po-
licy. In thofe days, inveftment only was
our obje&, and the increafe of territorial
acquifition was reprobated by every faithful
and enlightened fervant of the public,———
Prove yourfelves juft,—prove yourfelves
moderate,—evince to all India that you are
determined to refrain from conqueft,—~was
the found and earneft doctrine of Lord
Ciive to the DireGors. Had thefe tenets

® The banzers onder which Indian armivs fight.

been
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been adhered to from the firlt, our efta-
blithments in India would have continued
peaceful falories ;—we fhould have re-
mained expert, {uccefsful traders, and never
have expofed ourfelves as unprincipled
ufurpers. But, before Lord Clive urged
thofe reftrictive fentiments, they were no
longer appofite: the pacific matk was
thrown afide, and we ftood confefled an
infidious, warlike and ambitious race. From
that moment the name of Englithman
imprefled the mind of every Indian
power with jealoufy and apprehenfion.
Our fubfequent mifconduct and difafters
would already have difarmed their -refent-
ments, if they could be pacified with lefs
than our deftrution. Till of late they
hated, but they dreaded and refpe&ed us.
To judge by our condud, the oderint dum
metuant was our favourite motto ; but
now they have mingled hatred with con-
tempt. We gained an empire by violence
and injuftice, it is true; but we maine

I3 tained





