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TO 

'tHE RICHT JHINO~'R)"ILL 

THE MEMBERS 

OFT H E 

BOARD of CONTROUL. 

l :Y LO !(!H A N )) cr:-: fLlMlN, 

A s your Right Honourable Board 
is invcilcd with [he controlling 

l)owcr or (his country in all matters 
ot Ea f1 ern regulation, I take the liberty 

of infcribing ro you the following: 

Accou nt of the Operations of the 
Soulhcrn Forces on the Coall of Co .. 

romandcl, and a View of the EnglHh 
Imcrcfls in that quarter of the Globe. 

The 
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The remarks which I now prefume 

to lay before you, are the reruIt of 
perfonal obfervation, unbiafied by 
prejudice or partiality; and it will 
afford me th(:: molt unfeigned fatif
fa ct ion, if any thing contained in 
thefe pages (hall prove at all defcrv· 

ing of your conlidclation. 

I have the honour {Q be, wirh great 
rcfpc\..9:, 

MY 1. 0Rn~ A N !) CI~rl.I"Mt~. 

Your moll obedient 

:and very f:uthful Servant, . 

w. FULLARTON. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

IN ordtr li",1 1/', J", <II ",jeri!li,", ant! 

miM'If)' !Jftralionr 1II0I1;(;tJ£ ,/ in tll(' JMluw .. 
ing H" i,k llltl)'./it nlldotd lIJotl' inll'i/(I(ib/(, 
Mr. F.IDl:N, Gr',!r"!!,,.r III II" M<lirjly, 
has tofJI.!lie/cd a AlII! (f 1/;( SUfI/htrll Pro .. 

vinet] 0/ hldlO t !; alll lvftl9filJ " fj Cllt C(J~ 
mnrl1J, on a lur,gt }lJ!c, duortillig 10 tbe 
Plall' of Colontl K,/(I', Gillam /I'(fjt:b" 
ol1d olber fl((lIralt SurvtJ{JTJ. 

In fbi, M,lr\ the llJrJ'VC1lWIII ,!/Ihr SOIl/b .. 

(rn arm)', durl11g t!lr Campdig", if 1782, 

1783, and I iti40 are ("llb/.lly Iroat!, ant! 

tb, erfOri if former 1Ipo;!lIypbers are (are' 
Jully (arreeld. 
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Etlglijb fntcrcfts In fIIditl. 

L F. T T F. R I. ' 

M V LOR D, 

I T would afTord me the grc:lrdl f.ltj ·.fac

tion, if the tranf.Lflinns whi! 11 have 

occurred lillH': my departure from Ellg:J.md, 

cn.1blcd me to by before you (Iny i nforma

tion that might prove intcrdling, and that 

might tend to evince tile fcntimcnts of 

• Thu Iwtf .... 1\ written on 'he pllf~gC from India to 
Furope, (ubr(qu~nt 10 the Leutraddrdferl to Lord Mac • 

• rtDry an.! thor :,c1e!t Commluec of f\/Tt St, George • 

• B rerpea 



:! A ViEW OF THE 

refpeCl: and venerati~n which imprefs me 

when I venture to addrefs your Lordiliip. 

If the expedition in which my regiment 

embarked had been fuffered to purfue its 

original ohjeCl, the tenour of our operations 

might h:lVC afforded a narrative not unde

ferving your attention; but our after-defti

nation againn the Cape of Good Hope, 

our progrers from thence to India, and our 

fubfequent proceedings there, furnifh. fo 

inferior a fuhjea of communication, that 

I lhouhl have been unwilling to intrude 

upon your ferious engagements, had not 

the fiate of our EaR India poffeffions ~ 

come an objca of general importance to 

Ihi, tounlry. 

Although thefe conCiderations and your 

Lordlhip'. goodner. m.y iocline you to 

receive indulgently ruch obfe:rvations as my 

recent op(>Ort\lD!ities fuggefl Oil this fubjea, 

iUs far ~ my inteotion hownu to trer-

7 par. 
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":lfs upon your patience, with any detail 

of particulars relating to myfelf, or to the 

events that preceded my arrival in the Eaft, 
fJrthcr than to requeft your peruial of the 

paper9 inferted in the Appendix. My chief 

objeCt is to lay before you an unbiaffed 

fhtcment of r&cent occurrences in India, 

and of our aaual fituation there. 

The principal exertions during the con ... 

eluding period of the war with Tippoo 

Sultaun, were made by the forces {auth of 

rhe river Col croon, which I had the ho

nour to command; and our opel'ations were 

fa intimately conneCled' not only with thofe 

on the Malabar ccaft, but with all the 

tranfaLlions that occurred within the range 

of hoftility, that no ju!l: view could be 

given of the one, without a corrcfj){)nding 
ftatement of the other. 

In my addrefs to the Government of 

Fort St. Peorge, the diftrefsful condition in 

·B 2 which 
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which I found thofe countries wIlen ap

pointed to the {outhern command, is faith

fully related; the rife and progrefs of mili

tary meafures in the fouthern countries, as 

well as their interruption by a pacification 

with Tippoo Sultaun, are likewife recapi

tulated; the local mifmanagement and 
• 

inherent grievances that havc reduced our 

affairs upon the Coaft to the laft fymptoms 

of decay, :"re afterwards explained; and 

my obfcnoations concIuue with fuggefting 

fuch meafures of reform as appear indirpen. 

f"ble to the prcfcrvation of lndia.-.'\ 

copy of that narrative accompanies this 

Letter, together with [everal authentic 

communications ncceOary to elucidate the 

fubject. 

You have heard much, my Lord, and 

read morc, of the mifgoTCrnment in lod~a. 

There have been declamation! without end 

on the peculations of the Company's fer

vants,--anp afu without number to re-

trieve, 
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trieve, if poffible, thc Company's aIi'Jin.; 

but thcfe lkdolmltions h.we only tcndcJ to 

afcc:rtain the rhl'torical cflimJ.tion dl1e to 

the per/om who delivered thcm,-.lIld Ihofc 

ads have too frc tlucntly confiunt;J. the ..:vils 

they were: mCJ.nt to lenlr.'~ly. 

In treating: of thi:. fuhlctl it ncver fllOulJ 

he forgotten, 'that the leading principle of 

all Eal'lcrn mftitutions h. pcrm:lIlClu,:y; but 

the principle, or at leall the pr~ticc, of all 

Englifh politics in India, hall been produc

tive of the moA: pernicious inflability. By 
the tirft, laws, manners, rites and regula

tions are handed down from age to age 

undiminiOled and unaltered i-by the {c

cand, the general order and arrangements 

of the country are torn afunder with capri

cious innovation: and to enforce a iyfiem 

fo defiruc.1ive of the deareR: tenets of the 

natives, the continued operation of violence 

is required. 

*B 3 The 
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The diflribution of the Gentoos into 

T aJyngas, Malabars, Marattas, Canaras, 

and Malleallums, as well a.1II into the dif

ferent feas of Bramins, Rajahpoots, Nyars, 

and into many inferior fubdivifions of 

merchants, labourers, and artificers, has 

remained inviolate flnce the 'promulgation 

ot the laws of Brimha, whore Shaller con

tains the ordinances of their' faith, and the 

pandects of their jurifprudence, Thefe in

ftitutes have- withftood the ravages of time, 

the irruptions of invaders, and the revolu

tions to which, in all recorded periods, 

thofe countries have been expo(cJ. 

The wifJom of the Moorifh conquerors 

of Indoftan failed not to preferve this an

tient fabric (If Indian adoration. In faa, 

the Mahometan governments apparently 

reverence the rites of the Gentoos, who 

mil conftitute the mafs of fubjeds on the 

peninfula. Unller the Moors. they are 

liable to appreman! incident to all arbitrary 
gavern~ 
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governments; yet their tyrants have min;", 

gled policy with force: and as the Gorfu 

adopted the manners of thore n.ations whom 

they cOIHJuered, fo the MulTulmcll have 

allimilatcd with the cufioms of their Indian 

fubJetl:s. Thcy cncourage th~m in huf

bandry and manuf.lfturc-employ them in 

their armies- cntl'uft them with their 

finance-and,' above all, preltn·c to them 
the purity of th(,ir l.:.llh, the fandity of their 

Bramitu), and the pomp of their religion. 

So fully do the Moonfh princes feci the 

.neceffity of treating with rerrcO thole cuf .. 

toms and opinions, for which the moil timid 

of Gentoos would [,I(:rificc his life, that H roo 
der Ally never failed to make large enuow

ments to the chief temples or pagodaa. 

In J7SI, when his army invclled Trit .. 
chinopoly, he waited in perron on the 

Bramin, of Seringham Pagoda, with a 

propitiatory acknowledgmenr to Viftnou, 
the tutelary deity .of that fantluary. By 

thefe meaO!, in addition to fupcrior talents 

°B 4 In 
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In war, and a vigorous admini,firation in 

peace, the Moors have e.:"tended their d0-

minions over the richeft parts of the penin

luia. 

The Portuguefe, on the other hand, 

whofe ,rms and enterprifeo obtained a 

geographical extent of territory greater 

than the circuit of tlit. Rorn'.:m empire 10 

the days of Auguflus, blindly zealous to 

propagate the Chriflian faith, found it 
c,dieT to conquer kingdom; than to fub,'crt 

efiabliilied doarinc~. By viobtillh the 

tcnets of their fubJctls, they have ccakd to 

be accounted among: the powers of India. 

Happily for tbe Englifh interefls, into

lerance in matters of religion has not 

mingled with our In~ian policy. But in 
ollr civil and mil~taty condutl, intolerance 
has united with illftability, t() violate tbe 

mon revered infiirutions, and to force pa
cific' powers into mcuures for our exter-

mination. 
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mination. So fully are thefe alfertions veri

fied by ev~ry circuml1:ancc attending the 

origin and growth of our power in India, 

that on a conviction of our renld .. and un .. 

flable vicw~, was found.:u the policy uf the 

Mogul, the Nil..ilm, the l\-bratt.t 1>, aud other 

ftates of Indi.!, who latelyaffociatcd to ac ... 

complHh our ddlru .:.1ion. 

It is not nccdfJry f OT me at prcfcnt to 

enumerate the varions tl ,UlsfO'rmations by 

which the private ll1<.'n.:hallt grew into a 

powc:rful fovcrcign, WII :, fOTmiJablc armies, 

large revenues, rich mauuf,lClurcs, indullri .. 

ous [ubject .. , and territories more cxtcnfivc, 

populous, and produtlive than the mof\: 

fiourHhing kingdoms of Europe. My inten.
tion is, to convince, your Lordlhip that, not

withflanding the enterprifc and t.alents hy 

which various fubje8::s of this country have 

fignalifed themfeh'es during the coune of 
Indian operations, no individual drort. 

can 
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can prevent the fuperftruClure from totter ... 

ing, while the groundwork is fo infecure. 

In the earlicfl: periods of our aggran

rlifement Lord Clive exerted his utmon efoO 

forts to correct the "ices of our Eafiern 

{yflcm. His letters to the Court of Direc

tors recommended an a:conomical detdil 
• 

in the departments of public expenditure, 

a regulated , watchfulncfs over the defen

five preparations of the country they had 

acquired, a conflant attention to the COIll

mercial purpofcs of their infiitution, a rigid 

juftice and iuyiolable {eeurity to their {ub

jects, and a liberal encouragement of indut:' 

try and cultivation. Above all, [dYS he, 

you muft fuppor! a permanent fyftem of 

conciliatory meafurcs towards the country 

powers: for while a doubt exifts refped

ing your pacific inclinatiom, their fears 

.m incite them to form machinations to 

~.a your ruin. 

Although 
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Although the current infirutl:ions from. 

home to the different Prclideneies hav~ been 

in unifon with thefe admonitions, our F.aft .. 
ern governors avowedly have difobeyed all 

orders i they have commenced hofliliry, 

negotiated for peace, and renewed the war, 

juft as fuiled their convo.!nience. 

I will not ,:arry you farther back, my 

I.ord, than 17'67, when the Government 

of Madras, alfter flagrantly offending the 

Niz.am, by occupying tile Circars under the 

pretence of a finnaun or chaner from their 

then depcndan-t the Mogul, fcnt a dcputa .. 

tion, to [ubmit their claim to the difcuffion 

of the very Nizam who was the injured 

party in the ,qucfiion j and, without fa .. 

ti:;fying him for the violation, fanber than. 

by a huddled eompromife to pay him a tri

bute for the Northern Cirears, entered into 

engagements with him to atl conjunCllr 
againfl Hyder Ally. then invaded by the 
Marattai. No fooner waa this union 

formed, 
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formed, than it was dUfolved; and the 

Ni .. m feparating frop> the Englilh army 

under General Smith·, immediately joined 

Hyder, and continued in hofiiliry againft 

us j but after fever.!l unfuccefsful engage .. 

ments, he became weary of the conteft, 

and returned with his army to Hyder .. 

• bad. 

The after-narrative of that difgraeeful 

warfare, as txprdfed in General Smith '$ 

letter to Lord Clive, exhiLlts the mo{t 

flrik ing picture of our J':aflt:m councils. 

There: we may Icarn, by what inverted 

policy it i, poflible to defcat the bell-found

ed expectations; to render abortive the 

exertions of the ableft general, and brave{\: 

army;-how an enemy may be reduced, by 
repeated lofs in battle, to propofe the moft 

favourable terms of accommodation; and 

yet, thus weakened and ewufied, how he 

• See GtAcral Saith', L~tter to I,.ord. Cli'e. 

may 
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may be enabled to triumph over "'d"f dir
after. 

My reference to thefe facts is only 

meant to cvinct:, that the contempt 'Which 

H yJcr Ally' entertained for our councilSi 

and his cnmity towards our cn:lulifllmcnt • 
• 

however ruinous to our intere{ts, originated 

in OUf aggrcffions. 'Vc ha(t hardly breath

ed after the war with Hyder, when the 

public conficrnation was excited by uopro... 

"oked hofiiJity with the Mar3tta ftatCEt t 

againfl whom, whatever might be the 

oftcnlible pretext, I know not of any rub

jcCl: of complaint, excepting th:lt they held 

potrcffions on the Malabar coaft, extending 

from the northward of Surat to the vicinit)" 

of Goa; while our PreCidency of Bombay. 

exclulive of their iOand, were circumfcribe4 

within the narrow limits of a faClary at Su

rat, and another at Telichcrry. Your Lord_ 

/hip has no doubt obferved in the printed 

and 
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and official comtnunieations refpeCling that 

conteA:, a mafs of incidents, compared with 

which, the indignities incurred by the 

Madras Govemment in the preceding war 

of 1767 with Hyder, a}moft ceafe to ap

pear difrcputable*o 

HofHlities at Jaft commencing between 

the Englifu and French, the Engli£h were 

again involved in war with Hyder Ally. 

Under thefe circumftances, it became necef

fary to confider of a pacification with the 

Molrattas. Ncgociations were opened; but 

as we hJ.d fought without concert, fo we 

treated without communication. The Ge

neral negotiates, the G overnment of Bom

bay negotiates, the fupreme Board negoti

ates, the Reprefentative of a higher Power 

aegotiates-all differ, all counteraCl: each 

other; and the Maratta Government found 

it fo impoffible to reconcile their contradic-

• SH fed!.eU'. UCODat of military al'ain at Bombay_ 

tory 
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tory propofitioos, that they continued the 

war as the only means of fecutity with ruch 

unexplicable adverfaries. Long afterward. 

howevcT, on the eve of our diffolution, 

as the jillC q"a null of our ex-iftenee in 
India, they forced us to pun.:hafe peace 
from them, and to renore all the po(feffionl 

of which we 1L1d robbed them, excepting 

!)J.lcct; having: lirft wafted the trcafures of 

Bl!ngal, reduced Bombay to. a ftate of 

infolvcney, and expofed our conduCl: tQ 

the whole world, as a lafting monument of 

rerfid y and weaknefs. 

\Ve HOW arrive at the man eventful pe
riod that the Englifh have experienced in 
At1a, furpaffing every previous misfortune 

in the iniquity from whence it fprang, and 

in the calamity with which it was attended. 
From the date of the difgraecful treaty 

with Hyder Ally in 1769. till the year 

1780, our rulers in the Camatic feemed to 

have 
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have forgotten that he ever had invaded 

them, or cather that he ever could in

vade them again. The fuperior genius 

of Hyder perceived, that the territories 

and poutioo of the Englifh, as well 

as their proficiency in military {dence, 

would render them defirable allies, and 

give unequivocal fuperiority to his forces 

when conjoined with theirs j but experience 

proved, that he could not rely on men fo 

difunited amI unprincipl~d. To adopt a 

neutral fyfiem, neither promifed fecurity, 

nor fuiteo his dccilive chara{ler. What then 

remained but hofiile mcafurcs, againft a 

nation with whom alliance or neutrality 

appeared alike unfafe ?-flis campaigns 

during the preceding war expofed their 

vulnerable parts i-their difregard of mili. 

tary preparation marked out tbe Carnatic 

as an inviting field of new acquirement;

and thc growing proBigacy of each fuccccd

ing Govcrnment, improving on the rapa-

city 
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rapacity of lhal which p ..... detj it, "
firme" the hatTe" which our pr •• '
conduct juftified·. Hyder's enmity Wal 

roufed to indignation by our attack on 
Mahee, a French fettlement under his p~ 
tcaion : fiill more waa he iounfed at 

• 
the negotiation with Bazalet J ung, brother 

"f the Nizam, and proprietor of Adoni, by 
which that p.rincc ceded to the EnglHh the 

Guntoor Cirear, upon condition that a 
• 

force fhould be employed in his defence. 

Tbis flipul.t.d force .l1uolly marched 
under Colonel Jiarpcr to Inikonda. in ill 

way to Adoni j but in confequence of va
rious procl4fi.inatialU fa many month. 
were wafted, Ibat Hyder had full Idfure 
to pofl a flrong party at tbe entrance oC 
the paU ncar lnik.onda. The Colonel, find
ing the enemy in great ftrcngth, and thai: 
their orden were to attack Ihe EngWh it 

• TIU ... u 1U cak. nUl t.k auh,n." ft6i*. 01 
Lord MacutrJe, checbcl lit. Pf'OI1I'(. of .... ..,. 

C they 
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they J'hould attempt to march acrors Hyder's 

territory, receded from the enterprife. 

Bazalct Jung, on this occarlOO, expe

rienced the treachery of Europeans; for, 

rel ying on our good faith" he had ceded 

the GUlitoor Circar, and afterwards difeo

vered that the movement of. the troops to

wards him was dclufive, and that the dew 

lays whic1~ enabled H ydt:r to prevent their 

march to Adoni, were fraudukntly contrived 

hy the M.l(lr.l s Covern ment, in order to cle

fc.1t the perf 01 malice d their nipulJtion~. 

On the other hJlld, had we ful fi lled olJ r 

c:\gagcment~ with llazalct Junb-had we 

lll:lrched a refpc(tablc army to Adoni, (uch 

werc the ad'fantages of that firu:ltion, that 

while we conld havc maintained it. no power 

in India would have ventured an invafion of 

the Carnltic; for Adoni· menaces Myfore. 

Be..hl:more, the t:uul ~trie .. of the Mar:ma~ 

• It il fupetiot, III a lopoguphicaJ point of ,jew, 10 
I'll) 10Wiot polilum 10 lhe penjn!III~. 

and 
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and the Decan, while the natural ilrcngth 

of tholt fortre('!, and the rtlourccs it COQl

molmis, fecure it, jf well garrifoned, againfi: 

.any d.Ulger from a native power: but all 

thefe confidf.rati 'ms were facrificed-Ba.7alet 

lung was d~fpJc.:lft:d-fhc Nizam offend
ed-and H yd..:r exafpcratcJ. 

Every pm';er in India faw the dangl\

that thn::J.tcncd the PrcliJcncy of Madras; 

ilnd the Cm,atic \\3<; actually ()vcr·run by 
Hyder \n\h an ilrmyof 100,000 men, at 

the very moment when that povcrnment 

boallcd that he durn not meditate llOfiilir,. 

TIle md.UlchoJy .lll<j di/gca.cefuJ events that 

followeJ, an; too unpk.tling to admit of 

UUfCTVJ.tioll. The fate of Colonel Baillie's 

detachment, and the fubfequcnt retreat of 

the army to Madras, are freili in every me

mory. After the furrender of Areot and 

the chief forts to H )'der, he appointed 

renters - colletled the rcve.nues - coined 

money-and excrcifcd all a6:s of foye
reignty, being de jaO, Nabob of the Car-

'* C 2 natic. 
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natie. It is ulloecc:Jl'.u-y to enlarge on the 

fubfequeot tralilfaaions: the arrival of Sic 

Eyre Coote from Bengal-the junClion of a 
detachment from thence with Colonel Pear[e 

-the battles of Porto Novo, Putatoor, 

ane! Shulengur:, and (he other operations of 

the Carnaric army; or to recapitulate the 

fucceH"es of the fquadron under Sir Edward 

Hughes·, againft Negapata~ and Trinco

maley, which formed the concluding inci

!.lent! ofthc'Ycu 1781. It is only meant to 

offer fome remarks on our political lituation 
ill thofe coun1tries, in order to prove the 

errors of our paft condutl-, and to fuggefl 

what appcara (0 be the Jeaa objeClionable 

mode of permanent reform • 

• That dillin,r:wJlled Admiral exhibited. in the reduc. 
lion of thofc impolI'tlnc p!I«:S, tbe {IDle fllperior [oodud 
wh~ be.btw ... ~bdifpl~1ed ill hi •• avaladions with the 
Frucb. l II 

Huiq: ua ~e ,good fortune to fUfe with my t'Cgimellt 
on lIGan! th. (q'IlMl:wII dUring tbo: coW'fe of thofe enaage. 

Illutt. r 0.'" m.ntdoo. tiM: nme of Sir Ed .... ud Hlighet. 
wilkut eJo.,p"tlill,lhc ,...rmea 4:,o"mCIItI ~ ~Iathllleni 
an:! rer~. '. tv fuch profdollil Dlcriu aad iDellunablc 
,..inu: worth. 

In 
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In this fillge of our diranel's~ the frag

ment:; of the Cape ('x~Jition ~rrivcd ot 

MoHir.ls or. It is impoffib!c to impn-fs your 

Lordfllip's mind with any ::tdequare r<'prc .. 
fcnr.uion of the dcplorahle condition of 
that Prcfil.kncy ; noo would it he an ;\grcc
able ufk to expatiate on fuch exrremCfi of 
human 'fretchcJne('1 ~~ were rh l.° rc expe
rienced. If arfy fcenc of danger and diCJ' 

treE eQuId infure cOllcorJ .:lnd co-operation. 

among men, tbe full uiJi)iay of lholi.: virtues 
might have been expcOed at M..IulJ.!:I. 

Hyder was in poOcffion of the eoulltry
Tippeo about this time cut off our fi lluh. 
crn uct.lchm c-nt \\ ith Colonel Braithwaite t 
-th~ I-rc:nch were bndlng a body, Qppa

rently of fufli cient force to decide the eon

teft. In this fituatJon, our 3pprchcnfions 
of the enemy, as well as the defire of reco
vering the reputation w(' had lofl, thould 

have excited liS to aQ with cordial effon; 
indeed, no pro{pcO: of defence remained, 

but in the united energy of every indivi
dU:l1 connell.ed \ovith our cilu[e. 

t Ffb,uary 1781. 

• C " " 
Under 
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Under fueh ~ireumfhnecs, your Lordlhip 

will hardly credit the affcl tion , that the bufi

nefs of the "'ar was by no means the main 

objeLl: of attention. Councils-bcncrals

fcamen- folcliers-and ei\·ilians-(\!rv.lnts of 
the King, ~omp.my, and ~abob, {ecmcd 

almoll to hwc fOfbott..: n tllJ.t the enemy 

were at their ga.te~. and til:.t they had any 

adverfarics to content! with but tach other. 

Such pC!rnicious COUl~tcr.1{Uons, at .1 mo

ment too when the public diflrclrc~ ought 

to ha,"e precluded .111 pm .ltC ('oBtention, 

excited my furpri fe. On tl.tL~Jlg the (ollrce 

of thefe difon.lers, it appearcll that they 

did not o,iginate in any blameable dil:' 

pofition of the partie.'l; Oil the contrary, 

the leading chara8:ers were diftinguiihed hy 

fuperior talents, and eminent in the dif

ferent walks oflife to which they belonged. 

From.a difcordant principle in the politi

QI part of our Indian fyftem arofe thofe 

evils, which were too inveterate to yield 

to any palliative 'expedient. Individuals 
5 are 
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arc in a weat meafurc nut of the queflion; 

ti)f the J!l·union alluded to, i~ !lot th~ CQI

lifion of one 1ll.1n, Of kt of l11en, .Igah.ft 

another; it i ~ not at one perIod, or (If one 

Plc!ideucy; but it i~ a g~llcr.11 ('Ollt(' 1l110n 

'" -a !hock of ofitua~ioll),-.l11.1 d W.ir of d.e-

partments. 

In this critio\ flate of :\{fairs, it wac; 

moll fortunate for the prefervaiion of our 

Inui;\Jl territories, that Lord Macartney 

had. afrumed the Government of Madras 

in the preceding ] unc. From the firfl 

moment, he dedicated his time and talents 

to rdlrJ.in abufe, with ao undeviating vi

gour and uprightncfs uf intention. Could 

he haye imagined or forefeen the ruin and 

diftraClion in which ~he preceding Go

vernments had jnvolVf~d the eftablifhmenr, 

it is not probable that he would have left 

Europe, to adventure on the manage-

C4 rocot 
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ment of • country fo overwhelmed by 
ctery fpecie! of calamity, that fuch forti

tude, i ntegnty, and perfeverance 3S he 

polfdfcd, could alone hi.ve prevented itl 
conditi6n from becoming irretrievable :

but to a mind like his, when once" en

gaged in an important public obje8:, no 

difficulty could appear unfu~mountable, no 

combination of cJIlbarralfments exceed the 

reach of hi'!! exertions. 

In a (hart time he concluded an arrange .. 

m'fot with the Nabob of Areot, by which 

the revenues of the countries under his 

Highncfs's authority were refcucd from 

mifrnanagcment, and affignco to the Com

pany, in order to (urrOH the exigencies 

of the war. - The feeuTity of Madras, 
which he found aawlly experiencing the 

feverities of famine, was provided far 

"i~h the utman wifdom and difpatch. 
-The inefficient defenfive fyftcm on which 

the 'war bad been dmduCled in the Cama. 
tic, 
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tic, he cnde;wourcd to c...:tcnd into of

fenLin: operation4, a!ld evcry cfi"urt wal 

made by the Civil (;(l\'l'r,unent to enahle 

the ·Camatic ~rmy to IH1Vililte into the 

enemy's ruff...: ITion!i of Myforl',-Thc 

fiege of Ncgap.'tlm W,1!i undcrt.tkcn hy 

the dircllion of the Governor, alld . 
proved fucce("ful, notwithflanlling the OP'"' 

poli lion againll: that meafurc by the 

Commander in Chilf.-Troops· Were atfa 

{ent to enable the fquddron to redu~ 

and gamfon Trincomaley. - The preri

ous extr;\\'a~ancc by whkh the finances 

of the country had het."fl wafted Ina 
puhlic credit o\'crthron'll, 'Was refhain. 

cd by a firm and rigid h:\nl1. The molt: 

anxious retrenchment was enforced in 

every department; not a lingle malve~ 

ration, negligence, or abu{~ feemed to 

ercape the penetrating obfCn'ltion f:L the 
Governor; who, ata crift. the moil diircfi"

ful and alarming that !be Engliih hill 

ever 
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eH! experienced fillee their efiablilhment 

in India, exhibited an aifemblage of 

talents, energy, and rectitude, of which 

few examples can be traced in any coun

try·, 

In oruer to account for the rife and 

progrefs of thefe dHfenfions, and of that 

difcordant principle in which they origi

nated, yol1r Lordihip will be pleafed to re

collea, that the fpirit of our primary cfia

blifhment in India knew no power fuperior 

to the Company's Government. This au

thority, perplexed and wavering as it might 

be rendered by the politics of etc different , . 
Prefideneies counreraaing each other, had 

• HC)tWel'tr !rODg "1 inclination is [0 do jul1ice to the 
IM'rilof Lord Macarrney'l Government, it wOlild jJJ bt
aBle a. 10 attempt. dttad or the grut aDd complicated 
ta.DfaAioM ia .lIkh be wu engaged. Detlitute of 111..w.. ..Ill ~eqll&l to (ach.o ,utdertakiag. it only 
maaia. fix me to uprrfi Itt, hop" cUt hi. Lordlhip will 
.. idoeelll to riw the Pllbltc I biAo,.,. of the ilOportlDt 
II6in .~" cutl.acd wirJa (uck diAillCIli!Ud abiller. 

yet 
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yet fomewhat of~ unity in the idea of ita 

formation; [0 far .:st leafl, that the native 

powers, (onfidering the Comp.:sny as the 

fountair. of all Englinl authority in the pe
ninful.l, regulated their comluCl. by tuch C'Jm

munications as were conveyed through the 

medium of the Comp:my'.... repre(l'lltatives. 

\Vhile this prcyaibl, the Nabob MJhomed 

Ally, and (jther n~ltive princes in our al

liance, cO:ldu(ted thcmfdvcs with the ulmoft 

deference towards the clhblifhed Govern

ment; and though at times they were fe
verely preffed by fame T:tpacious memben, 

they felt a degree of fecuriry, and enjoye4 

an intcrcaurfe of good offices, that bordered 

on profperity. 

The errors of the Company's manage

ment having atrratlcd the attention of 

Adminiftration at home. an a8:: of the Ie.. 

ginarure was pa/fed in '77 J. by which 
the powers of fovereignty ,were continued. 

in the Company; but the authority of 
parlia.-
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parliament aJTumed an executive interfe

rence in thofe very POWf'rs of fovereignty, 

lJy the appointlnrnt, recommendation, or 

fOlllirtll.uion of Cerral!l officers of juIlice, 

and others to be cl1:ahli!hcd in I ndi.l. TIle 

power .wd dignity of the Crown had, at 

an carlt~r period, been brougl!t into direCt 

competition, though not on equal term!:, 

with the power and fovcreign authority of 

the Company. An embalfy had been rent 

immediatdy from the Crown ta the Nabob 

of Areat, unavaid.tbly in oppofition to the 

power of the Company. Vehement dif

putes afofe between the Ambatf.ador and the 

Prefidency of Fort St. Geor~e. TI,e Go

vernor and Council conflituted the regular 

authority of the f<ttlemcnt, and pofltffed 

the powers of adminiftration; while the 

other tlai.med filperiority as reprefcntative of 

the Sovereign. The Nabob and all the other 

native prin .. were perplexed. They had 

been taught, that in the Company was vefted 
the fapreme authority of England, as far is 

refpolled 
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refpetled India-that no other power had 

any right of interference there. Now 

they are tolLl, the Company is nothmg 

morc than a rri\'atc body of merchants, 

without con[cqucncc or confHlcration in 

their own coufltn-, ami who :Ire foon to . ' 
lofe all power aJlLl c.ollfequcncc in India. 

In this fitu;tion of aif.lin;, what fllall the 

unfortunate Nahob believe ?-how {hall he 

aft ?-A holl of necdy adventurers poffefa 

themfdves of his confidence, impoCe upon 

hi!> credulity, amI taint his mind" ith opi

nions that have /inee proved his dcfiruc1ion. 

" Your Highncfs (CJ.y thefe adventurers) 

U mufi. {hake off your connections with 

" thofe traders i-YOU mun now adher~ to 

" the fovereign power and maJc!ly of Eng .. 

It land :-You, Sir, are an independent 

" prince j - you are guaranteed in your 

" territory of t1le Carnatic by the treaty 
" of Parisj-th(! kings of France and 
" Spain have ratified that treaty. and _ 

" king 
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U king of England is your proteCtor.-

" TIlroW off, therefore. all dependence on 

" the mercantile affociation." 

You will nor be furprifed, my Lord, 

that an AJiatic Prince. who cannot recon .. 

cile the contradiction of a body of mer~ 

c:h.1n£s poffeJJing foveroignty, iliouJd have 

been deceived by language fo congenial to 

his natural propenfities; efpecially when 

confirmed by the folemnity of public letters, 

and an embaffy from the Sovereign. 

From that moment, his attachment to 

the Company was !haken :-he fpoke light

ly of their power. difregarJcd their fer

vants, and counterall:ed theiT intentions. 

The Government of Madras refented 

this defeCtion, and forced him to confers 

that ~is new allies were either negligent of 
their promifes, or unequal to refifi the Com

paAy, in whofe hands the executive con
trol Rill remained. 

Since 
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Sincc that timct thc Prdidcncy of Madras 

has bccn a continut'd fcene of counteratl:ion. 

The Senior Officer of the {quadran has 

ufually reprefented hi, Maje!ly at the 

Durbar, and that fituation tends to ren· 

der him, tx '!fficio, an objeCt of jealoufy to 

the Company's Government. The Com
mander in CHief on {hore has likewife held 

an authority from the Crown, fo indefi

nitely expreffed, that he could neither fub

mit to the government without incurring 

profeffional unpopularity, nor refill with .. 

out exciting ruinous commotions. 

\Vhen Sir Eyre Coote affumed the com

mand of the Carnatic army during the ad

minillration of Mr. Smith, he had been fuf ... 

fered to engrols the whole direCtion of the 

war. The fucceeding Government found 

by thefe means all ' power and eonfe ... 

quence centered in the General. As the 

Governor and Council of each Prefidency, 

by 
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by the Company's c::onfiitu,tion, aRe the de

legates of their authority, it feeTllcd !le" 

tc{fary that tht Board of Maqras fuoul4 

have rome control over operatioDS for the 

conduCl: and rcrult of which they naod rt .. 

fponfible to their fuperiors.-; They repre-. 

fcnted thefl! LircUlOilan(;es to the Supreme 

Bo.trd, but {entence was pronour.ced 4sainft 

them, and the General W/IS confirmed in the 

unparticipated dircaion of the war. The 

movements of t~le nrmy however did no, 

profpc: :··-thc fame Il:muw limits marked 

their progeds :-the f~me deficiencies of 

draught, CJ.t liagc, anu con"cyance, as well as 

of gr,dn and money, {lin frunrated all hopes 

of profiting by fuc-cds, o.nJ defeated every 

fuggdtion of vigorous endeavour. 

The Supreme Board, after mu(:h acri~ 

moniQl1s difcufIion, revoked their fentence, 

and replaced the controlling ~er in the 

iIaDdt of the M.Or.. gQv~r~nt: bill 

• another 
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another ("vent foon afterwards occurred, 

which put reconciliation at defiance.

The Supreme Boan..I determine to refcind 

the affigmnent of the Nabob's territory to 

the Company, and tn reRore his Bighncrs 

to the m:lOlgement of his own country.

They farther rcroh-c, it is [aid, to enforce 

this edia hy military power. Sir Eyre 

Coote is therefore invcfied with full autho

rity for that pUfpofe, and on his' return to 

the_Coafi in April 17S3, is infl:ruClcd at all 

events to carry the order into execution. 

His death, which happened in the (arne 

month, is fuppofed to have prevented much 

bloodlhed in the {e[Clement: for it is under

flood that the General was determined to 

enforce, and the Government to reJifi" the 

order of reflitution; at a time too, when 

the'country belonged more properly to Hy

der and the French, than to either party. 

The fucceeding Commander, General 

Stuart, was involycd in dj(cuffions fimilar to 

D thore 



H A VIEW OF TH~ 

tlw f(: between the Civil Goycrnrnent and 

:'jr Eyre Coote. The campaign under that 

(Jeneral againfi CudJalore, was interrupted 

by a cclT.ltion of holl.ility between the Eng

iJ{h and French. Thoft.: dangerous neigh

bour~ werc thu ~ left in poITeffion of a poft, 

Ihe lOIS of " .. hich would probably hayc 

nLliged them to abandon 'Inuia, had not 

the difllnion of the ruling and executive 

r owers dill.raftetl our mcafurcs, and added a 

farther proof, that under the influence of dif. 

L:onhnt principles, neither time nor means, 

{ircumfLl11cc nor opportunity, call enfure 

fu cccfs. The General was fuperfcded in 

the command of the army, called to the pre

liJertey, and aftel wards remanded to Eu

rope. 

Sir John Burgoyne fucceeded as Com
nllndcr in Chief of the King's troops.
He aiferted powers and privileges that the 

Gonrumcnt dccl'lfed to be incompatibJe 
with 
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' Vilh the cOllfl:itution of the Company. He: 

perfi!lt:J, .Inti was fuperfl.!Jl.!d by a Colo. 

ne1 011 the Comp;.IIY's eil. .. l1JliOlmcllt, who, 

on this occalioo, W.I '> r:J.ikJ to the r,ltd..: of 

l ,iclItenaflt GenerJ.I, and Conlln:ll;Jer in 

Chief upon the t C' .. dL Sir John Burgoyne, 

in co1tfcqll~ncc uf lItis promotion, cl.timcd 

the cxcluu\'c ~() mmJlld at lc :1fl: of the 

King:\ troops,-anJ. Wl3 arreftcd. 

Another Ceneral became fenior of the 

King's fCn'icc, and fubmitted. The remain-

ing Generals had figned a remonftrance 

agaiuft the \'iolation offered to the royal 

fer\'ice by the arreO: of their Commander!>. 

Some of them adhered to their declara

tions, and left the country; others, pliant 

to the times, enjoyeJ the benefits of un{cr

'viceable, but not unprofitable, fi.a.tiontl.

After tbis detJ.il, your Lardlhip will not be 

furprifed at any diflurbance that hal tiDee: 
occurred ill thofe poJfeUions. 

Da rt 
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It is not \vithin the limits of my purpofc: 

to enlarge upon the aCts of the legiflature 

now exifiing-, on thofe that have heen pro

paCed rcfpelting India, or on the proceed

ings of Parliament in their late capacity as 

a Court of Jnqucfl: lJ-._ The pretenlions 

(Jf Guvernor and Commander frill remain 

in collifion with each other;-the King and 

Company nm continue in that country to 
be contemling powers,-while the Company 

and Nabob arc bound oyer to perpetual 

variance. Between the civil and military 

no line is traced; no redrefs for the latter, 

no mode of coerdon for the former, and 

the warfare of the Prelidcncies is extended 

and confirmed. 

My Letter to the Seidl Committee 

of Fon St. George contains every other 

• Sinu this paper .'u wriUeD, the powm of GG
Telhor ... d Comulalldcr in Chief hnc bte.. a.ited ill 
the perron of Lord COTOIV.Uil, ud other importnt af

nngemtnll bare taken place for &M ,0rrcilloJl of ollr I •. 

4w. ry8.I1:". 

material 
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material i'1c.idl!nt rcfpeCting the concluding 

period of the war, the circumllanccs under 

which the peace with Tippoo Sultaun was 

conciuJC'd, and the enumeration of internal 

nib on the coaa of Coromandcl. In tbe 

dir,ufflOn of tl\oCC important particulars, 1 

have not hcJit.ttcd to fuggdl:: the detail of 

mean!. by whkb ~Ione I conceive it pomble 

to cfica a rcnovJ.tion in tbe 1'..:111. 1lleCe 

obrcrv~ti(Jns on the interior mifg<,'vcrnment 

of the country :lre, in their l!,cneral tenden

cy, not only applicable to Coromalldc1, but 

to the other Prcfidcncies; and as limilar 

evils operate in each~ correfponding reme_ 

dies mull:: be applicd to all. 

If our condition be dcfperatc upon the 

eoan, it will appear not lefs deplorable in 

Bengal; when we confider that the decline 

of that Government has advanced with 

rapid firides during peace, while Madras 

has Cuffered the devaftations of war. 

D J But 
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But before we enter on a particular view of 

Ih is melancholy fuhject, it may be nec~f

Cary to fiJ.te the extent and local circum

fiances (Jf cur polfelIicns in thJ.t quarter. 

The provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orif ... 

fa', as pc; ffdTcd by the DritiOt, and including 

TIo.:nares *, cOlltain an area of 162,000 

{quare miles j their annual rc\'cnucs are 

fuprofed to have amounted, in happier 

times, to '5,000,000/. fterling, and their 

population to 1 1,000,000: the pro\'ince 

of Ollde and its depend.cncies compre

hend an area of 53,:86 fqu:\re mile!', 

yiclded a revenue of 3,500,000/. and main

tained 20,000,000 of people. 

It mun he obfcrvcd, that the Mogul Go. 
vernment in India was a foreign and opprc:f

five gove~nmenti ancfconfequently, that the 

countries under its authority w~re far from 

having attained their higheft period of im
provement. It is likewife demonftrablc, 

• See ~hjOl' llclID.cU'.l4cmoill. 



~NGLISH INTERBSTS IN INDIA. 39' 

that Bengal and the lower parts of the other 

provinces, being: extremely fertile, and 

chiefly adapted to the cultivation of rice, 

ought t') maintain a greater number of 

people all an equal furface, than any the 

moll ferrile country where rice will n~t 

grow; becau[e rice yields two or three an

nual crops, and the average of each crop i! 
comparJ.tivcly greater than that of any other 
grain. Let us now compare the produce, 
population, and rc\'cnucs of thefc countries 
with thore of Great Britain, ''\'hich, accord .. 
ing to M.ljor l~eynell, contains an area of 
q6,400 /<ju:trc miles. The population of 

Great Oriuin may amount to 8,000,000, 

and the prdent revenues arc about 

14,OOOtoool. Dy this llandard your Lord

illip will be able to judge of the compara

tive value of the EngJ,ifh pofTdIions in Bcn

Kal i and if to thofe you ;:.dd the coall of c~ 

TOmandel, its area being 65,944 {quare 
miles, ancient population 9,000,0.00, and 

revenue in former time3 3,ooo,opol, tho 

.ggres~te of thefe territories will form a 

domi. 
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dominion nearly equal in revenue, and far 
fllperiur in populAtion as well as in extenr, 

to Great Britaint-to the richeft and moft 

produ.!lh,e kingdom, in proportion to its 

area, that ever exifted in the temperate zones. 

I n former times toe Bengal countries were 

the granary of natioU3, and the rep()fitory 

of commerce, wealth aud manufuaure in the 

Eaft. Veifels from all quaners poured out 
their treaf~res on the banks of the Canges, 

ano the numberlefl> nations that people the 
northern regions of lndofian, as far as 
Caihmire, Lahore and Thiber, jncluding a 
range of fcveral tboufand miles, ufcd to de-
poCit their riches tbere, a6 the great man 

and centre of their traffick. But fuch haa 

been the reruefs energy of our mifgovern .. 

ment, d1at within the i'hon [pace of twenty 
yeara many put. of thofe count rica have 

been reduced to the appearance of a def .... 
The fields are 110 longer culti.ated,-utell
five U'la. an: aim.d7 overgrown with 

\hic;kCll, 
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thicket8,-the huibandman is plundmd,

the manufallurer opprdfed,-famine has 
been repeatedly endurcd,-and depopula

tion has enfued. The difiriCts are farmed 

out to Renters, or Zcmindars,-and the 

colleCtions, =!s well as all other bufincis 

rdating to finance, are committed to a 

Provincial C1.l.icf, who reports to the Com

mittee of Revenue. The Renter holds by 

a precarious tenure, while ~t cons him 

fo much to procure and maintain his fitu

ation, that if his exafrions bear proportion 

to his riik and advance of money, they 

mufi be extremely revere indeed. Neither 

would it fuit the views of a Chief to be 
le[s induftrious in the bufinef.'I of extortion. 

They mnn therefore be unufually inexpert 

if they 00 not between them contrIve te 

difirefs the inhabitantA, to ruin agricultu~ 

and to defraud the Government of at kaft 
thirty or forty p<r cent. of the ftipulate.! 

paymeo... This they manage by ftat ... 
.... nts pi approao:hi0l: want, whl<:h they 

them-
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theinfdvcs have occafioned; by account, 

of pi O\'incial works, which are never per

formed; by unjullifiabJe deductions, and by 

connivance at the defalcations of the ma

nagers. 

The· hufbandmen tlnd Ryots dependent 

on tllcfc'deprecJators (compart"d with whom 

the feudal Serfs were in a Hate of freedom) 

are in their ,turn happy mortals, when con~ 

traficd with the 'weavers and tnJ.nubdurers. 

If the former be plundered of their grain, 

the chaIr at learl is Idr for their fubfi flcnce; 

but fuch h the fyficm of commercial regu

btion that the wretched manufaCturers have 

hardly a refouree. The Commercial Chief, 
to whom they arc fitbjetl, and who, under 

the Committee of Trade and Manufacture, 

is charged with the bufinefs of invdlment, 

affigns to all the portion of their labour,-by 

a fmall advance pretends to an appropriation 

of their indufiry, - denies their right to ure 

their ingenuity for their own advantage, __ 

<ftabliChca 
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dlahlillle~ a ruinous monopoly, by the 

ahufe c-f power, and trcat !o, thcm as bondC

men toil ing for his benefit. 1'RC conCe

quenee I.~, defcrrion among: the weavers, a 

dccre'lfm.; invcfi m( nt for the Cumpany, 

ellormuu~ .ll~lu dL\ il)n for himft..1t~ and a 

f\ltal n.i~ll:l!ion of all tr,)tI\.! :mt! manllfcltturc 

through out hw> dilhicl. 

In Ou.le, 'R ohilcunu, :m.\ all the llppcr 

count ric .. "lIh;n Ollf influence; thl'" natives 

afC, if pt nihk, niB more diflrd:ld. VJ.

rious horde:. have been driven to dcfp:tir by , 
hardlhip d'HI c:,(:lClion. They have a£l'cm

bled in formlJ.11JJe force, .and menaced the 

whole country:-the hu!b.mdman goea 

to the plough with a firclock over his 

ihoulder, while the Government is too 

feeble to reftrain thefe outrages, amI too 

Pluch depreflcd to afford relief. 

If we truft to our military on the Bengal 

,ftabliJhmcnt for prote<lion >gainft t~clC 

.!arming 
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alanning enormities, we fhaii find, that c:~ntire 

corps have exilled on paper, who, exclufive 

of the Commandant and Staff, never 

had any exifieoce but on paper; and 

if will f.uther appear, thal thofe Sepoys 

'Who have a real cxillcncf, arc neither well 

dilCiplineJ, Jlor rcgularJy paid. Tlle de

c:rt'.lliug produce of the COlX'ltry is (on

{limed by the urmon contrivance of profu

lion; ami f~ wallcful is the mode of comri

bution, that the country of OllJC, pc:riocJ 

after pl:riCld, 11",5 fallcn into arrears, leaving 

the c~haufl.cd prince without mean<; of fup

portinb his govc:rruncnt l or of maintaiuing 

Ilia t~Hnily. 

\Vhen Lord CIiYf', by his treaty 1with 

Sujah Dowl~ rdiored tbat great country to 

its rightful owner, fiipulating only in be

half of the Company forty-f." lac ... of 
rupees for its milit:uy defence·, he mle<tnt 

ro proclaim ~oud throughoUC Indofian, the 

• To p-y a. Wi,adl wb.i(h lhe COD'IlJtly tarioM iZl tW 

jumco 
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jullice and mooer:luon of Englilb poticy, lnd 

to convince the country powers, thOlt the 

Company rather chafe to be friends and pro

tellors, than tyunt, anel ufurpcrs over thofe 

they conquered. I .iuk did that fupcrior ge

nius forefee, ·that by his hoallcd treaty the 

trcafures of 3 powerful prince were indi. 

redly to be tiam fcrrcd into a finking-fulld~ 

and his whole dominions converted into 

an afylull1 for the {ole ufe :llld benefit of 

prodigals and incorrigibles. 

It would be a trc(pa(. on your patience, 

my Lord, to expatiate farther on the im .. 

policy by which a country, fuperior in 

wealth and means to the whole kingdom 

of England, haa been fo fpeedily precipi

tated, without convuilion or internal war, 

into a nate of afiual infolvency: neither can 

I, without impertinence to your Lordihip', 

ready apprchcnfion, enlarge upon the ftrODg 
fuggelli_ that imprcu my mind with the 
impending ca.tatlrophe, about to ~ofc thit 

feeDe of unexampled depravity. 
8 But 
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But the illlluftry of the Supreme Board 
is by no means confined to Bengal and its 

adjacent provinces; they have an extended 

J.Jdtudc of power: c\'cry other. board 
an.d prcfldcncy is fubj clt: to their fway, and 

their controlling- influence pervades the 

,,-hole politics of India. \ Vilhaur difcuf

fing the merits of this unbounded inter

ference, experience has evinced, that in 

its prcfcnt modification, it has difconccrt

cd every meafure of the other Govern

ments, and funk them in the eflimation 

of all neighbouring ll..ltcs ; while the Su

preme Board fiationary in Calcutta has la

boured under fuch impediments of dif

tance, local ignorance and codIcfs aVoca

tion, that in every innancc where they 

have defcended to fuch interference. they 

have expofed themfdves to public ridicule; 

and after marring the bufineli beyond aU 

chance of remedy, have been forced at laR: 

to throw it from themfelves upon the pre-

£idmcy, to which from habit, vicinity. and 

co!",cCUon it did of right belong. 



ENCL1 .SH INTERESTS IN INDIA . • , 

At one time, they propofe to furren .. 

der the whole of the northern Circ:l.rs to 

the Nizam for ;l trifle; at another, they 

difpatch a. negotiator, to off!.!! the rich pro

vince of Tinnivdly to the Dutc1i for IcCs 
than a trifle; for the uf.: of one thoufand 

Dutch mercenaries !-Fortunately, notice 

of a Dutch war was received, before this 

extraordinary tre~ty could be executed, 

and the negotiato:, Mr. Dighton, gOt no 

farther than M3.dras.-But obfcrve, my 

Lord, fuppofing tIle province of TinniveUy 

to yield an annual revenue of 250,000/. 

a.t twenty ycars purchafc, the property of 

it is worth 5,000,000 I. At this rate did 

the Supreme lloard of India, propore to 

purchafe the ufe of one thoufJ.nd Dutcb 

mercenaries!-You will hardly require any 

fanher illuflration, that though this fia

tionary Boolfd, circumf..:rihl'll in the means of 
intercourfe a.nd information, and overwhelm~ 
cd in the interior bufinefs of Bengal, cannot 
cafily accomplilh any public benefit, by tb. 

latitude 
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latituJc of its control, yet affuredly it i. 
CJl.Jhlcd to defeat all ufeful views of every 
other Board, to thwart or over-rule all 
plans of public fervice, and, in a paroxyfm 
of politi~al phrenfy, to make away with 
half the peninfula. 

If it be judged expedient to have a Su

preme Board of India, in whom all the 

controlling powers of Government fhall 

ultimately concentrate, in the name of com ... 
mon fenfe let it be a Board of Circuit ;

let it be n Board of infpeClion, as well as of 

control,compofcdofmembers from each pre .. 

fidency, detached from the embarrafT"mcnts 

and corruption of provincial regulation:

Jet it be a Board that can obfervewith impar ... 

tiality, judge with accuracy, and atl: with 
vigour i-that can move to any fpot in 

India, where public emergencies are molt: 

urgent, and can more immediately for ita 

prefence. Thus, and thlU only, can it be
come a Board of cxlcnd~ eftici=1 tither 

to 
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to enforce obedience, reftrain fubordirtate 
mi(conduCl, . or nnite in one connctled 

{cries the valt and complicated mafs of In

dian affairs·. 

I.eaving rhi,s gloomy rctrofpeCl:, let us 
confider how lve are firuated with regard to 

other powers, and what we Irc Hkely to 
become on the peninfuIa. The territories 

of hither India, or what has i~accurately 

been called the empire of the Great Mogul, 

extends 1680 miles in length, 1440 in 

breadth, contains an afca of J, 131:1,400 

{quare miles, and maintains 110,00:>,000 

of inhabitants. Taking the area of Great 

Britain and Ireland at Major Reynell'. 
efiimate of 131,800 {quare mHea, and 
10,000,000 of inhabicants, it is nearly nine 

• The JnTCCdill., re.arlc. 00 the ('oDdition of Ben,.. 
.nd iu adjaccllt u~nitorie. Ire bOC tbe 'cfult of perfooal 
cbfcrnrioo, and IDerefore m.y be COllfidemi '1 I,f. d ... 
ferrinl .CceIlUo. tit... I~r. which I haft YCntllftd. lO 
...... 011 .be atai,. of CorOlU!ld.el. Tbc,. u lillie do.bt 
lLowner. coaIlderiDI ue utanl fertility of ,hole ('ou." 
N. fhl. mild _ permlAcet ad_init,atio. mirht 
roo. rduR lDtm to pro{pc,ity. 

E times 
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times 3S extenfivet and contains eleven 

times as many people as the three king

doms. 

I will not hazard any calculation of tne 

gro('1 produce amI revenue of that empire, 

but thcy hear more than a due proportion to 

this fuperior population and ~xtcnt. Its (oil 

affords cvery anicle for the fubflfience or 

convenieney of man that can be cultivated 

in the lower latitudes. It has for ages been 

the [eat of manufaClurc, indufl:ry, and com

merce. It s inh:1.bitants arc civilifcd, inge

niolls :1.nd n:finctl, accufiomcd to war, and 

proficients in the arts, fcicnces, and cmhcl

lifllTnCnlS of peace. \Vith fuch fuperlalive 

advantages, no fiate recorded in the annals of 

Europe could fiand in. competition with the 
l'vlogul Empire, if fuch an empire did in 

faCt: include under one government the 

territories to which it gives a name j 

but the vaIl. tract comprehended under tbat 

,-ague defcription is parcelled out among a 

multiplicity of difcordant powen, and pee ... 

pled 
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pled by numberlcfs tribes, diffimi1ar in 

:manners, languJ.gc, and religion. 

If we tlivide the whole region into 114-

geoguphical pam., we fhall find, that of 

thefe, fomethiilg lc[s than one part belongs 
to the Mogul and his immediate adherents, 

to the Affgan;, K:dhmirians, Pitans, Can

dahars, Sc~tr." Abd.IlI.l.s, and. various other 

northc.:rn H ordes, twenty-five parts ; to the 

M..lratta St,\te~, including Derar, forty .. 

eight; to the Nizam, including Adoni, five 

:md .an half; to the Cirear of Tippoo Sul

taun, including Clldapah, eight and an half; 

to the Raj.lh of Travancore, olle j to the 

Englifh, and their adherents, twenty-cight 

and an half: the remainder may be affigned 

te the petty Rajahs, Polygars, and other 

clafTcs of aboriginal Gentoos, who have 
hitherto defied the powers of the crefcent 

and the croCs, and, under cover of wood., 

mountains, and inacceffible retreats, have 

afferted independente. 

E, or 
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Of there, the Travancore Rajah, the 

Malabar Rajahs, and futh of the interior 

Chiefs as never had the misfortune of our 

intercourfe, have, I believe, no reafon to 

complain of us j but every other individual 

flate has been fa deeply injured and infulted 
by the Englilh, that if their refentments be 
proportioned to their wrongs, they can 

fca.reely ever be effaced. 

\Vhcn the Bengal Government withdrew 

their cO\'cnantcd fiipcnd from the Mogul, 

and forced him, by thtir ufage, to By from 

his relidence at llhabad, and to throw him

felf upon the mercy of the contending 
Chiefs and Hordes who infeft the environs 

of Delhi, they lhould have recolleCted that, 

fallen as he is, and diminilhed in his fplen

dar, he is run of material confequence in 
the afI'.urs of India, being the acknowledged 

paramount of all the Mahometan POWC1S 

in th9fe countries * . 
• H .. I_Ie cniftiftcr Nid&iJr Caw. hid 60.000 hone 

The 
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The AJFgans, Pitans, Doranie" Abdal
lahs, Condahars, KaJl1mirians, and otber 

hordes of Muffulmen who people the nor

thern territories of Indofb.n, are brave and 

warlike, impatient of peace, and eager for 
adventure. So unfettled is the pre(ent ftate 

of all thofe: northern countries adjoining to 

Bengal, that any refolute leader, black. or 

white, of military reputation, might, on the 
ihorteft notice, Taife an army of 100,000 

men, ready to follow him as long as he 
could feed and pay them. Even in Oude, 

near ISO Ja:ks of the revenue cannot be 
collefred, but by the aid of a leader, who 

conftandy maintains 10,000 troops and £if?' 
pieces of cannon ready for emergencies. 

The Duab - has been twice fanned out 
to EnglUh gentlemen, on condition that 
they Ihould raife or employ a force fuBioient 

to col.leCl the revenues of itt with pcrmif
f,oo. after paying the ftipulated f~m into 

the 
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the Nabob of Oudc'~ treafury, to plundet 

a,lId fanfaek the dlfiriQ-s for their own ad

vantage: but of latc it has become the 

rec('placle of the rich and difJffeCled leaders 

throughout the country, who fortlfy them

fdves there, lllJintain conficJerabJe force, 
~nd affert a fiaLe of open independence. 

The followers ofNid ziff CJ.wu, and of other 
great Chiefs, have hitherto been m,lintain

ed by quartering different bodies of them 

on particular difiriOs, with orders to the 

Commander of each body to coHea the 

revenues of the country, and tu fHbflfi hi~ 

troop:. by force of ann ~. EtH by this out-

1.1gl'UllS 1)l1cm, tho[e countries a,rt: :l lrcady 

l" haulkd, ,lIlt1 thefe dellloyers, like the 

j luns and the Vjfigoth ~ . lllUfi: ie~k fur fub~ 

fl(lcnce and plunder in new acquifitiops. 

If they direD: their progrcfs towards Bcn
gaP", they will find that country as open 
to invafion as it was on the day when we 

• Bt.,SIl P, ho~ver. DatQully a filon, (Ollntry. 

fil'ft 
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lirA: took polfeffion of it ;-nat a fart, n9t a 

barrier, not a poft to rcfiA: their progrcrs; to 

the very fuburbs of Calcutta. 

It would ill become me to offl'r any· fug

gefiions unfa~ollrable to the militJ.ry upon 

that eflablifhment. Br:\\'c and lcalollS they 

undoubtedly a't'e, and would probably de

feat their encmies a~ oftcn a ... they hn7ardcd 

a clofc engagement; but allowint;1 which 

ii\ not the faa, that they were neither de

ficient in Europeans nor in cavalry,-that 

their Sepays were in the higheft fiate of 

rlifciplinc, and that the vigor and difpatch 

of Government, contradiCling all former 

inftances, {houlJ. enable the army [0 quit 

their cantonments in the beft order 00 the 

lirft notice of invafion; fiill we are taught, 

by recent and revere example, that a. force 

confiituted Oil the principle of our Indian 

armiest without previous well-concencd 

mea(ures of defence, cannot poffibly protctl 

an extended country from the upid devar~ 

E + tatio", 
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uuono of hoftile cavalry. If they Ihould 

fail in driving us from the provinces, they 

arc at lean fure to enrich themfe1ves with 

fpoil, and to render them, like the Car. 

I',latic, a poffdIion fcarcely worth contending 

flJr. 

The fame ubrervations apply with equal 

truth to' the Maratta frates. Their fenti

menta towards us are not lefs juftly marked 

with impreffions of refentment. They 

bave lcpeatedly affcrted the claim of Ghout 

or tribute from Bengal, which, in their 

idiom, is nearly fynonymous with impend_ 

ing invafion. Tbeir numbers and co-ope

ration, in cantrall with our difcordant 

"calmefs, enfure them an ample crop of 

Jaurds, as {OOll as they £hall refolve to pafs 

the J umna. With regard to the Niz&nl t 

ollr momentary fecurity i8 founded on his 
pa.cific cbaraCler. Poffeffed as he is of a 
great and fertile. fovereignty. ample reve

nues, and an army of 60,000 \loops, which 

he 
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he could double with facility on & few 
months notice, nothing was wanting ~ 

detennination to have gratified to the fuU 

his enmity againR: the Eng!ilh. Whe!l 

Hyder invaded the Camatie, the Nizarn 

had only to m~rch a force into the Northern 

Circars, and thofe enviable territories muft 

infallibly hav~ reverted to their rightful 

owner. 

But there are inferior dangers, when 

compared with the ftrength and menacing 

condition of Myfore. The recent growth and 
warlike advancement of that Rate I!xhibit a 

phenomenon unparalleled in binary. In the 

earlier part of this century, when the DeJa
way or Regent of Myfore marched agaioft 
Trit<hinopoly with a great body of horfe, 
their troops Were in the loweR fiage of 
military ignorance; and their un£k.ilfuJoef. 
waa only equalled by their pufillanimity. 
The country was then governed by • native 

Rajah, ~ lineal heir of the Mufnud. He 
7 waa 
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was of the Canara caft, and the great 

body of his people were likewife of Ca

nara or Gentoo defcent. They were hap

py under his government; but they were 

neither rich nor refpeCtablc. 

By the ghauts or mountains, on which 

the table land t,f Myfore is" clc\'atcd, it is 
feparated from the Carnatic on the eafr, 

from the great plains of Coimbatore on the 

fouth, from the Malabar territories on 
the weft, and from the countries of Bed .... 

danorc amI Chutty .. on the nonb.-Thefe 

ghauts are only acccJlib\c at particular 

places, and oppofe no inconfidcrable obfta

cles to the progrefs of invaders. The 

fituation of Myforc: is remote from habi

tual interference with adjacent powers; 

itt' foil is lc[s fertile than the lower coun

tries that furround it, and its inhabitants 

were not enriched by commerce i1nd manu

flaure, nor by thde means expofed to their 

morc pOwerful and induCtrioU8 neigh-
hours. 



BNCLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. Sf 

bours. U rider fuch circumftances, it mif;bt 

have enjoyed its primeval tranquility, had 

not a fuperior genim eEreCled a ligna! re':' 

volution in the affairs of that country. 

Hyder Ntlirk, or Hyder Ally, the fon 

of a Killidar who commanded a fort of 

fame firength 'On the confines of Myfore, 

foon rendered himrclf fupcrior to all the 

other commanders ill thl;! MyfQrc fervice. 

At the attack of the bloody Choultry on 

8eringham Wand, mentioned in Mr. Orme'. 

invaluable bifiory, he particularly difiin

guifhed himrelf, as well as on every other 

oCLation in which he either a(ted or advifed •. 

'Vithout dwelling on the gradations of 

his condua, in attaining confidence and 

elevation, it is enough to fay that he rofe 

to be the prime general and chief minif

tet of his mafier. Clothed with the au

thority of there employments, and fup

ported by his afpiring talenrs, he (oon 

J~ft hi> [o.troiS" nothing but the name, 

and 
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and at laft doomed him and hi, whole family 

to confinement, exhibiting them from time 

to time in great fiate, to {aothe and pleafe 

the people, while he in faa transferred the 

{ceptre to his own hands.-He trained his 

peaceful fubjel\:s to the ufe of anns, by 
new modelling the military fyftemj by in~ 

viting all ranks of Moonnen, Rajapoots, 
and other warlike cans, to j oin his frand .. 

ard; by encouraging or rather alluring 
French and other Europeans to enter into 
his fe!'Vice; and above all, by a courfe of 

revere and unremitting duty in the field. 
He attacked, and fucccffi,,'ely fubdued the 

numerous Polygars, Chiefs, and petty Ra~ 
jahs, whofe poffeffions lay vrithin his reach. 

He extended his views againft the coun

tries fouth of the Ghauts, as far as the 
confines of Tritchinopoly and Madura, 
on the Malabar ccaft. He reduced the 

Zamonn or Sovereign of Calicut, the Ra .. 

jah of Paligat, the otber Malabar Raj.he, 
IIIId rcnde=l the Rajah of Cochin tribu-

tary 
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l&ry to his Circar. He conquered Bedda .. 
nore, Goutty, and Chitelldroog j tbe 

countries of Cudapah, Kanoul, and Sava

nore; thus extending his dominions as 
far north as Goa on the Mab.bar fea, 

and acrofs the peninfula to the country of 

Palnaud and Ganjam, on the cDall: of Co

romandeL 

\Vith thefe, and other interior acquifi

tions, the R ajahfhip of Myfore grew into 

a powerful fiate, 400 miles in length from 

north. to fouth, and near 300 miles in 
breadth from call: to weft, with a popu

lation of many millions; an army of 
300,000 men, and 5,000,000 /. of annual 

revenue. Thefe atchievcmcnts were the 

refult of intrepid perfeverancc. He next 
ventured to try his ftrength with the Ma ... 
rattas and with the EngIilh,-though he 

could not vanquiih them, yet he increafed 
in {elf-confidence, and public eftimation. 

Hia very failures he turDed [0 accouDt, 

and, 
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and, like Czar Peter, fubmitted to be war1\: .. 

ed, that he might learn to be {uperior. 

During th~ long interval of peace with 

the EngliOl, from 1769 to 1780, the im

provement of his country, and the firia ... 

eft: executive adminil1:ration, formcJ the 

confiant objeC:h of Ius C.lrc. Under his 

maftcrly control, they attJ.ined a perfec

tion never heard of under any other J n

dian Sovereign; the hufbandman, the ma

nufalturer and the merchant profpered 

in every p:trt of his domirllom; Luhi

vation increafeJ, new manufactures were 

efiabliO\cd, and wealth flowed into the 

kingdom. But agaiilfi: negligence or mal .. 

vcrJation he was inexorable. The Renters, 

the Tax-gatherers, and other officers of 

revenue, fulfilled their duty with fear and 

trembling; for the flighteft defalcation 

waa puni£hed with the chaubuck·, or with 

• nc thallb.dt it •• ia/l.rllmcal for rcour,i~, uici • .... 
death. 
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death. He employed fpie, and intelli-

gcncers in every corner of his mvn domi

nions, and in every court of India; and 

he had other perfons in pay, who ferved as 

checks upon them, and watcht:d all their 

operations. 

The minutell: circumfiance of detait, 

the produce of a crop, the cultivation of 

a diftriCl, the portion paid to the Cirear, 

and that rcrerved to the inhabitants, were 

accurately known to him :-Not a move

ment in the remotcfi corner could efcape 

him,-not a murmur or intention of hi. 

neighbours, but fl ew to him.-It will hard

ly appear exaggeration to [.IY, that he Will 

acquainted wirh every fpot, aud almon with 

every perron in his empire, when we confi

der that he wa~ in a cantioued round of in ... 
fpeaiooo-In his Durbar, during the hOUR 

of bufinefa, reports from all comets were re

ceived ;-his fecretarie. fucceffively read to 

!aim the whole correfpondence of the day:_ 

to 
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to each he ditbted in few words tbe {a&. 
fiance of the anfwe1' to be given; which 
was immediately written, read to him, and 
difpatched. 

On hi, right and left hand, durin~ 

thefe hours, were placed bags of gold and 

ftlver; out of which, thofc who brought 
him intelligence were rewarded by one 
or more handfuls of coin, proportioDed 
to their deferts j be was acceffible to all; 

every horfeman or [epoy, that wanted to 
enter his fervice, was infpeCled by him
fclf; every Jemidar, or officer of any note, 

was intbnately known to him. His troops 
'Were amply paid, but not a fratticn was 

Joll. Thofe who fupplicd his campa, garri
iOns and cantonments, were all under fllCh 
contribution, that almoft ,be .. hole military 

di/burfomcntl reverted to bia treafury. 
"Fbcn: _ no """traa.. bold dlOUgh to 

hazard . ' pIIblle impolition. There _ 110 
--W \ngaIiOUl enough to been 

iD&bilIty 
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inability or difobedience, DOr a defaulter 

that could .Iud. d.te~lion. H. polfdfed 
the happy feeret of uniting minutenefs of 

detail wi~h the utmoft latitude of thought 

and enteT)1rife. As his perfcverance and 

difpatch in bufinefs were only equalled 

by his pointednefs of information, fo hi. 
concifenefs and dedlion in the executive 

departments of a great government, are pro ... 

bably unprecedented in the annals of men. 

Confcious from experience of hi, own 

ability, and of the weaknefs and difiratlion 

of the EngJilh, he planned their extirpation 
from India. He fummoned all the native 

powers to join his caufe: -they hefitatfd. 
He determined to aCl alone-and COD

quered thc_ Carnatic. 

Hi. death, in Deceinber t782, left the 

aocomplillunent of hit farther delign. to 

bia {on &ad {uecea-or, Tippoo SUicaUD, to 

~ h. bcqueathe6 an overBowing tr_ 
F fury. 
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fury, which he had filled,-a powerful 

empire, which he had created,-and an 

army of 300 ,0 00 men, whom he had 

formed, difciplined, and enured to con~ 

quefl. 

In my annexed kttrr to the Board of 
Madras, the perfpeClivc or events in the 

concluding period of the war, as well as 

the circumftances under which the peace 
with Tippoo Suhaun was concluded, are 
faithfully pourtrayed. The fubfequcnt pro

ceedings. of our adverfary have confirmed the 

prevalent belief, that the prc(ent cea:'1.tion 

ill only a 1hort refpite with a view of 

afterwards renewing the conteR:, when, 

through. our negligence and his exer

tion, he may be enabled to attack U8 

with {uperior advantage. His condud: haa 

not been equivocal :-his contempt of the 

EngH:fh incites him to difdain evafion, and 

lUe enmity is a conRaDt ftimulus to his bof

~ preparatioD8. In order man: e&<a .... 
ally 
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any to complete his arrangements for driving 

the Chrillians out of India, he had hardly 

figned the treaty with our Commiffionera. 

when he folicited all the great Mahometan. 

powers, the Grand Signior himfelf not 

excepted, to contribute their ailiRance in 

nores, arms and artificers. He efiabliihed 

forges, founderics and armories throughout 

his dominions,-rcplenifhed his magazines, 

which had been exhaufled during the war, 

-and new-modelled his army on the maft 

efficient footing. 

While thefe arrangements are fa formi. 

dable as to excite well-grounded apprehen

lions, his public atl.s and declarations already 

afcertain their objca and direCtion. He 

has claimed and menaced the Guntaor Cir

car, adjoining to the country of Cudapab. 

If he lhould be Cuffered to take poffeffion 

of that diftritt, the whole northern Circar • 

.. ill unavoidably be Cevered from the Prdi. 
dency, and his dominion be extended over 

F • all 
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all thore valuable provinces. On the other 

hand, if we rdin his alTumptions, he hoifts 

his junda *, and renews the war.-And., 

under fome pretence or other, a renewal of 
the war is unavoidable :'""Ihe has [worn to 

it.-While we, on our part; muft wilh for 

that event, if we mean to regain OUf cha

raClef, or ever to be numbered among the 

powers of India. 

There was a period when peace and for

bearance formed the principle, though they 

never were the practice, of our Indian po

licy. In thofe Jays, invefiment only was 

our objeCt, and the increafe of territorial 

acquiiition was reprobated by eyery faithful 

and enlightt=ned fervant of the public.

Prove yourfelves jull,-prove yourfetvea 

moderatc;---evince to all India that you are 

determined to refrain from conquefi,-waa 

the found and carneft dOCtrine of Lord 

Oi •• to the Direllora. Had thefe teneta 

• Tu blum 8116H whici. &diu .,. .. &rt. 
beeu 
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been adhered to from the 6rft, our efta
blifhments in India. would have continued 

peaceful factories j-we fhould have re

maind expert, fuccefsful .traders, &nd never 

have expofed ourfe!ves as unprincipled 

ufurpers. But, before Lord Clive urged 

thofe reftriClive fentiment !:, they were no 
longer appofite: the pacific ma!k was 

thrown arule, anJ we flood confeiTed an 

infidious, warlike and ambitious race. From 

that moment the name of EnglHhman 

impreCfed the mind of every Indian 

power with jealoufy and apprehenfion. 

Our fubfequent mifcondud and difafiera 

would already have difarmed their ·refent

ments, if they could be pacified with left 

than our dcftrutlion. Till of late they 
hated, but they dreaded and refpected us. 
To judge by our condua, the odtri~1 tI"m 

m(/uant was our favourite motto; but 
noW they have mingled hatred with con

tempt. We gained an empire by viol~ce 
and injufticet it ia true; but we main .. 

Ii 3 taincd 




