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NARRATIVE 

o F 

LHUTE N'A NT GENERA L 

S a H EN RY CLINTON, &c. 

B EI NG confcious, that during my com· 

maud in N orth America, my whole 

condu& ,vas aCtua ted by t~u: moil ardent 

~ei\ t for the King's ft rv: .6 , :md rh~ interefls 

of the public, I was eX"f"dingly mortified, 

when I returned to Eng land, after a fervice 

of feven years in that count ry, to fi nd that 

erroneous opi-nions had gone forth refpe£!.iog 

it; and that many perfons had, in conCe­

q uencc, admitted impreffions to my preJu ", 

B duce. 
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duce. A.~xLO~~t therc;.fo!.~,L t~_. ~.xp~~tn ~~.at 
ha~- been mT(interpreted or mifre,Prefented: 
(as indeed might well be expetted, from tbe 

publication of Lord Co's letter 9f the .oth~f 

Oaoh!!r, without being accompanied by my 
anCwer to it) I had propoCed taking an op­

portunity, in the Haufe of Commons, of . . . , 

faying a fe\v words on - fuch p~t5 of , my 
conduCt: as feemed 110t to be fufficiently un­

d~rllood: and I flatter myCelf I Ihould ha';' 

been able to make it ~ppear, that I alted 

up to the utmaft of my powers, from the 

beginning to rhe end of my comm~nd. ! ~'f 

that nOlle O! the misfortunes , of . t~l~ fery. 

unfortunate c~mpaign of J 781 qm, w;ith 

Ihe Cmallell dei~ee 9f jufiice, ,be i'Ppul<d to 
me, 

But ~. ar~ived her: 1Q late in the fe~on~ 

that· 1 was advifed to defer it; and it was 
• - < '. • • • 

judged tbat the gracious reception I had.jua 

m~ with from my, Sdvercign retldered an . ' , 

immediate exp~anation u!1neceffllry. I.was: 
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lIot; ·· hOWever, apprifed to wnat ·degree tlie 

public prejudice had been excited againft 

me eife, I ihould probably have been in­

duced to have 'taken- an earlier opportunity . . 
of offering to· Parliament what. I have to . fay 

on the fubjell . . But the late change in pub­

lic affair~; fumiihi'lg fo much more impor .. 

rant matter for their deliberation, deprived 

"'" of 'he oppor,unity 1 thought I ihould 

have had: 3ml, as by · the prerent, recefs it 
is probable that J mtly not be able to exe­

cute my intention! before a late period, when 

perhaps peculiar -circumftances might force 

me· througn delicacy '0 decline it, I beg 

leave to lay before 'he public the following 

plain. Narrative, which ,viIi, I truft, remove 

prejudice and error. 

I have much to regret that, when this 

bUbnefs was difcuffed in the Haufe of Lord. 

la/Hellion of Parliament, the whole of my 

correfpOQdence, with the late American 

Miuiner, Lieutenant General Earl Corn-

B 2 wallis 
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wallis, and ,the Ad,ni",l. ~omm.ndjag on 

the We!l-Ind;" and American' !lotion ... w" 
Qot producedj or at lea!l fuch patts thereof 

as, being ,necdfary to explaip my ccI1du8:, 

might bave appeared confifiently with Hate 

policy. Bee.ofe the letters which oompofe 

that correfpondence, being written (0 the 

momeut as events happetled, are certainly 

the moll faithful records of my aClioJ19 and 

intentions; and are confequently the clear ... 

eft, fairefr, and mafi une:u:eptionable tefri .. 

monies 1 can adduce in their f\lpport. I 

hope, therefore, I thaI! !land exculpated 

from the Ileceffity of the cafe, fo~ any im­
propriety there may be in my anoeJtillg .to 

this letter fueh 'of them as I may judge 

moil requi~ te for that purpo(e. _ Three of 

them indeed wi'll, I prefume, be found very 

material, (Appendix No. IX.) as they con­

tain my anfwers and QbferyatiQDi upon Lord 

CornwaUi,,-), 'ters of the 20th of O&>ber 

and .d of l:iei-<mber 011 the fubjeCt of 

the 
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the uurortunate coaduGon of the Jail cam­

paign·.in the Chcfap,eak; - which latter [ 

2m klrry to obfen,'c, were given to thc_ 

public, while mine in :l.tl(wer were with~ 

held from it; .~- I hope without dcfigll. 

Although 1 never dared promiCe myfelf 

that any exertions of mille, with my very 

red\lCed force (neill~ly one-third Iefs th an 

that of my predecdror) could bring the war 

to a happy conclufion ; yet I confeis that 

the campaign of I 7~1 rermill:lrcd vfj;ry dif­

ferently frem what I once flattered my­

felf it would; as may appear, by the fub­

joined ex(raD:s of leeters, written in the be­

ginuing of that year, .tt. and w11ich .. were 

trauf .. 

• u 1 am mon exceedingly concerneJ, my Lord, at 

the very y,nfoTtunate affair of the 17 th of J"nu:l ry. (Cow_ 

pet's.) I confers " drea.:!. the confequences. But my 

hope is, It!; it h't:r wilt be, in you r Lordnlip's a1:.iJitic., 

:lnd t::lenions. I t,.vt: much to lameut; th:lt Brigadier-, 
't:nc .... l Arnold's p'I'oje$.\t"d move ' iii favot: t' of your 

LordOliis 
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trallCmiftcd ' to the MinificL 1- Was lett, 

however r into thefe hopes, more by- the 

.apparent difirdles of the .enemy than any 

ll1ateriai (uccefies we had met with;' 

The plall I had formed for the campaign 

'of J 78 I, (upon ' the expeClatiou of a rein· 

forcement 

Lordfll:p!s or~ratjolls will have been l1:opt by the 

appearnnce of the Fren ::li fhips. Difcontent run, 

high in ConneClicut. In -fh Oft, my Lord; the r'e {d~~s 
little wanting, to gh·e a mortal.lhb to rebellion, but ~ 
proper reinforcement amI a pc:rmanGl't {uperiQrity_, 

rea for the ne1t campaign; without which any: ~nt~r:: 

prize aependi ng on water movements mull certainly run 

great rifk. , Until Colonel Bruce arrives, I am t:ncer-" 

tain what reinforcements a~ inltnde'd -for this 'I.:,my. 

'rhe Minifter h;lS however affured me, that evtrypoffible­

esertion will be mJde." - Letter from Sir Henry Clin .. 

lon to 4rd Cor.nwallis, March ,s, q8t. 

" I cannot Cufficiently espreCs my extreme joy at read .. 

ing Walhington's letter. It is fuch a defcription of 

dift~efsJ as may ferve to convince, that wi~h' a tolerable 

reinforeement . from Europe, to enable your bcellalcy 

to determine on an otren5"e campaign,' the year I,SI 

',may 
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forcement -from Burope - from the Well­

Indies-and-from the Southward (after ope­

ration thould eeafe :n that quarter) -added 

to what I might be able to fpare at the time 

from tbe fmall force under my immediate 

command at New-York) was calculated' to 

make a fair and iolid effort in favour of our 

friends- in a dilliitl, where I had fome rea­

fOIl : to believe they were numerous and 

hearty; and where I judged it might be made 

wit~ little danger, evell from a temporary 

naval fupetiority of the enemy. This -plan 

had been fuggelled to the Miniller in the 

year 1780, and more particularly ex­

plained tB him in '78,; notwithfl'llding 

wpich 3 . preference was gi;"en to anotht:r~' 

(Appendix, No. I.) which f~~med to be 

forced 

may probably prOTe tlie g\oriou. period to your commancl 

in Amc!ica: by petting an end' to the rebellion ... ....:. 

Letter ft~ Maj~-gc:nclal.~hii~jps to Sit Ii. Clinton, 

Portfmouth. Virsin i ~ J April J6, 1781. 
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mrced (Appendix, N o. 11.) UpoIl me' by 

Lord Cornwallis's q\.utting tht CafO~ 

where I hact left him iu the GOmIDaad, au4 

marching into Virginia; a menfurc, I muft 

fay, determined upon ~thout my a-pproba .. 

tioll. and very contrary to tr#y withes aoci 

intentiou'S. The Millifier dire8:ed me to fup .. 

pott Laid .Cornwallis and. foli.d ope~";Otl ill 

'Virginia; the danger of which, witoout .'a 

cov.nllg fleet, I had cOllfundy' repoefenred 

to him. He repeatedly and politively pr .... 

mifed me a covering Beet;* and "hen me 
Admiral 

· .Extr~th from Lord George Germaio'.lctters lO Sir 
Rcn~y Clinton: 

Apri! 4, t7 s-j. II Tbe latcc.ef, of the fC:IIron will. I 

inr.agi-nc, ~ent Munf; De: GraWe's undert:lking 'any 

ihiog agail1ft the King's poJTdfioll6 in the Well Indies. 

But it ,is pro~aMeJ as foon as he has thrown fupplie.s into. 

tbe ~everal jt1aruis, .hi: -.ill prc:'CU& to Nortlt ~ 

and join ·the Fcc::nch forces.at Rh~ltla.nd, IUU{.nd~ 

'"nn ttl ,rc:v.i.~ 1l\~ u~hiQg ta.»J(...o£IlC.bdliAJlo. Bat;» 

;S-=· 
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AdW)i;d .. :aitived with die ".val reinforCi •• . . . 

~ f;o"; t~e ··WenAndie,; he wa. ~learJly 
' of 

~t, Gec:arge Rodney's force is little inferior to hit , and. 

,be w~ ~ ~tchfu1 o~' his motions, J am ndt 2ppr~bc~n­
.'\ be will give him time to 'do you any material iin­

j~rr before he comes to your fuccour." 

JibY~ 2, J';81. ' U ~o air Sit 'George"Rodner ,.rill 
. . 

~g1'Ottthree incre regimentl.frGmthe Lt~ ... rd IO.rull 

tierot£"~,:hu~ 'JDOlltbl, tbe(.lugmeil.hti~, or' Jdut 

iort:e mafif 1 ~d tlt.in.k,. be ' eq1;l8l to the utmofi: of 

. Jaur ...mhca." 

J,d, , 1, 1781. . U The arrival of the reinfotcem.mt 

Win, t hope, enable you to lcollec"a immediatc:ly in' the 

cw:~~tj~. of your purp~r~: without wai~. for the 

three regiments from ;h~ Weft Indies "j f~tI 'do not t:J:­

pea: they win jpin you before -the f~aion for"oife~fi,e 
upe,ati'ons',tbere'71s' OYer i when, I hive r~3{~n to Ibe­

~.~ Ute' Frc=nctl fleet will pufh for North -Amer·ic2; 
. ", . . ., . . 

.~ .. ~ GeorgeltoArtel will certainly follow them, to . . , 
:p~ent · .~em , ft~}%1 . givillg yOIl 2ny interruption in YlOur 

OK~~~b~6.~~~ ~ 

j 
. ~ .! 

I m;y . :;.,. i ,'t:i: ~.i·Tht!" pu~fe of the c:ne1b} ",as 
, ,'t ,"". -~ -> ". \: 1'~ " ~' \ . . .... . ,. ; ~. ,-" ',Ii ".,,_.-~ • 

~l'\1idwii ' f1'eh:'; :and Sft George Rodney has betri .p. 

~fed1orH. :;ind' WUf ic:!haiply ' ~ot lofe, {j~hi: ot Monf., 

e D. 
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of opiniolJ l1imfelf, and of couru: coh'ViDC~a 

me, that he had brought that covering fleer. . . 
(Appelldix, No. III.) Therefore, asAdmi-

ral Gravess [quadron ";as ~cknowledged to 

be fuperior ~o that Ul1dcr Mon~ieur de Barrn~, 

1 could 

De Graffe . The \'c'1 proper n~ you took of t.ranf~ 

mining him copics of the l~tters you had intt\tcep~~ • 
.mull confirm him in the reColutio'll be had taken in con­
fc:quence of the for:mer intelligence. But al ia a mat .. 

ter of fo great moment, no precaution {hoard be.omitted, 

or \,ofIib1c continpc;y unguarded , againft, ~:ltrOias of 

the intercepted letters will ~e rent to him from bence, 

and preciCc inftrullionsgi,yen to him to proce~d direcHy 

to North America, )Vhenever Monf. De Craffe qlOiti the 

Leeward IUands." 

July 24, ' -781. 4' Anct I truft, that as ~ir George 

Rodney k,nows De Gn.tre's dc.ftination. and the FreDC:~. 

atknc:'wlc:~gc: his filjp' fail better than their's, - tha,_h.c 
will gel before ,him .. and be in reOldinc:f. to re~cf"f( ~im 

wben be comes upon the: ('odi." 

September 2S, 1781. II t twill betrc ~e: cd 0( 

.Au~- Sir Samuel Haod will haft· b:ecn. with 10,.. 

and that :lfeer his juntlion with Admiral Grin. 01U' fiI,.. , 
vc:rioritT at lea will be: prde:tvcd." 
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I could 110t but fuppefe that the arrival of 

Admiral "Digby (ho4rly expetl:ed)' would 

give us a mofi decifive naval fuperiority.­

And here, perhap.,' it may not be improper 

to remaik, that though. the Miriifter direa. 

'me;"by his letters of the .d of May, and 6th 

'of June, to 'Adopt [.,llid operation in Virginia, 

he IignifieS'to me, his M/tjefry's ilPprobation 

ef my own plan, in a fubfequent letter of 

the 14th of July, telling me 21; the fame 

time, that .. he has not the lean doubt Lord 

" Cornwallis will have fully feen the rea­

" fonablenefs of it, and ha~ executed it with . 
" his wonted-ardor, intrepidity, and fue­
'5 cefs." 

Under theCe circumftaln:es, and with thefe 

a{furances~ I never could have the moa: di.ft:ant 

idea that Mr. 'Wolhlngton h.d ti1e 1e#< hopes 

'of;\ fup~ior Preneh fleet in the Chef.peali. 

and I confe<juentlyn,ver could fuppefe th.t he 

, "'pl1Id yenture to go there. But if he thould, 

l "was, "f.ti.ticd' from, tbe ;eafon.· already 

C ~ ilotell 
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fiated, t·hat r /bould be .able' to meet him 

there ~ith every advantage on my fide, by 

!: •• ing the command · of the waters ' of that 

baj - without which he could not potlibly 

feed hiurmY. · ThUi opiniS", ' has been .lfo 

/in~e con£rmed bY' a letter from - him to 

Count De Graffe, dated 26th of September 

'78" (No. IV. AllPelldix) ' wherein he teU. 

him, if he quits the Chefapeak, the enemy , 
will certainly get poffeffiou 'of it, and he 

mull ditband his army. 

Had ' my correfpondence been produced, 

it '\vollld. have appear~d from it, anl:i the re--. 

turns aecompan"ying it, .:that infiead .. 

feventeen, twenty, nay twenty-foul' thO-u'(-

1iId men, whiCh·it h1l! 'been reponed. 1 ttad 
• 

at New York (after the ~ry ample .. rei ..... 

fi>r<:errient. · as · the Miniiler adrnowkCIges 

(No. V. App~ndix) whidH hadfenl 10' tile. _ .. 
fouthward) I had noi:, ~;""o elfeaivcs.,."nd 

of. thilfe ·not above 9:300 lit for doty," '" 

gula .. &tid proviocial:<.,., But. had J, .had , 

twice 
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twice .that DIlm»<;rr .),ao . no~, knQ,w th~; 

after leaving (Uflici~.Dt garrif~I1S' . .in . the, 

i/land, and pons deponding .(~hich it .. !ld~ 

mitted by all wou.Ld .take ·,6ooG) J -"auld,"" . 

~3S . beep infinuated,. have prev~lltGd . ~h? 

junCtion between Monf. .Ro,hambeau OUjd G't 

ll'eral Wafhiugtpu, which w'a$ rp.ade in . tl~ 

highlands, at lean 5-9 {Dile~· from me; or t4at . . 

J.<:ould have made any dired: mo,!, againS: 

theil- army when joined .. (conJiiling then , of' 

at leaft 1 ~,ooo men, cxciufive of militi,a., 

aB,;,mbLed OR <~h fide ·t\>e .Hud/a,,) with 

any proCpe& of foLid .dvautag~ from it. . Or 

iii ~ •• many;reafons to ·!>eli"ve· that>Mr. 
W·a.(hin:gton would !]love his army ·iuto 

Virginia without • coyeung FlC,!ch aoct. 

as I.-had to .dUnk he would '11Ot,; 1.cou41 
not h .o"" 'preveoited his ·pailing tl;le. Hu41011 
under dlYtn' ,of,w •. forts ·at . Verpl,"ks and 

St.oJ,ey·Points •. ·: Nor · (fuppofi,jg I :had boats 

pr<)pOrly .mann""') ,would . it havec- been .. . &-- · 

·v.ifeabJt' II) . t>a\'C.la)i~!i at Elizabeth 1(>""'" 

In 
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in the face of works which he' might' eafily 

..... e'·,occupied, '(as , they ' ~r" 'onl!' (even 
1I!liles from hi. camp .t 'Ch~th.m) withoUt 

'fUbje<titrg mY'rmy to "be beat; en d</ail. 

Nor <auld I, when inrormed of hi, march 
towards ih<> Delaware, have paffed an army 

10 time to have ma.de!" any irnpt"effioil upon 

him befon! be crafted that river: ' But wltl1 
my reduced force, any attempt of the fW't 

would have been madnef. and foUj" in ' the 

extreme. 

,With what might potlibly bdp.rod from 

luch a Jorce; nothing could be attempted 
, 

~.cept .. gainft detachment. from ~\.~~~ 
IOgton., army, or ,. ( when ,,-emfuI'fOi!" 'm a 

fmall dcg~) agaiuil: Cueh' of 't',, 'dillant nil­
'Ilal-ines .. , might occafiGllal1y'h.pperi to be 

unguarded. Two of the latter oll<:red; one 

~g.illa Philadelphia;.which-I certa.inlylhould 

1>a,e . • t~mpted ,jn Julyr·h..t<LoN ,Com­

wallis {pared me any ' part 'of' ~ ;men; 
but ,~s , his Lordihip' foomrd Nt/> :thiuk ', he 

,'<:o11!d 
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cou14 ~ ho!f\ Woe li"a\ipnl we· ~h Jhougftt 
cligib~., if . 114. ,fpeJ.... me." pa,.,.,r the 

lOrc¢ with him, I wa' obliged to ~lillquiih 

~ .. delign. . The other much more im. 

~rtant, was , agaillll Rhode Hland. I Iud 

diCcovered-by intercepted)etle ... from all the 

French Admir.b "and Generals, that (tount . . 
Rochambeaul • . army 'had "marched from 

Rbode Hl.,od to ·joio Mr. W.a.iogton at the 

White Plains; that their battering ' trai"n 
and ftc;>res for .fi~ge , were left · at PcOYidence 

\luder little 'more thall a militia guard; and 
tlJi,t ,the4- fleet remain. in Rhodo malld 

haroour wit-h· ordeJ"5 t a, foon as l'epaiced, to 

~tiro to Bollon for kcurity. By private in. 

fonnation, which .. lhad at that time; I lOund 

alCo thlt Ibe works· a[; Rhode .lOan'&were 'in 

a gr~t .,.f'lre. '~lq>tled,. and bad only'. 

few invalid~ ai"i-Jnilitiato guard them, 'alld 

that. thOf ~en:',bo,th. tbcre and, at ,ProvidencC' 

·under .great-•. pt>lObc.ouons of; a .. vilit from 

~ .. '" From other motives ·as \viell us my own 

'kuowledge ofthef: polls, Ihad the llrongeft 
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re •• I to eape..'t the fulk1l fuccefs t() an at­

tempt ... ioft them, and ltw..ejp", i,u_di­
ately propofed to A1imiral Grave •• jaint ex­

pedition for that purpolO; which hueadily 

conCentcd to. It was accordingly agr~" 

• between us, that it fuo"ld qe uodeflaken 'as 

fooD os che could alfemblll hi. fleet, and a 
, ' (mall remforcement (hourly e.peaed) fuou14 

arrive from Europe. Tho reinfor~ment ' 

joined' me on the 11 th of Augull. and 

the Adwiral (who had fa}led 00 • ch.ife) 

baving ~eturned to the cbhll on the 16th, 

I immediately ren ed my 'propofal, (A 

pendU. No. VI.) The Admiral iGfo~Ill' 

edme in anfwer. that- be was under Ib~ ne­

ceffilyof feDding the Rebuile to the yri to 

be rentted, alld that he ihouJd take t9. QP­

portuoity wbile that wu doing of fuifling 

a maft 01' two in dw ~; ape! wbeo , , 

thole repai.. were accompli1bcd, he would 

give me timel, notice, ~pp8Qdix. No. 

VIL) Th. fuips were uot ready Oll the 

28th; Sir Samuel Hood, however, ~Irivillg 
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olt thac day, I immediately ordered the 

troops to be embark.ed ; and going to the 

Admirals on Long Ifland, I propofed to them 

that the expedition (ho\:lld inibntly take 

place: but receiving intelligence that evening 

that M onfieu r De Barras had failed on the 

25th, it was of courfe fiopped. Thus, to the 

Admira ls great mortificittion and my OWIl, 
• 

was loil: an opportunity of making the mort 

importanfattempt that had offered the whole 

war. 

E arly in September, to my great furprife, 

( for I fiill confidered ollr fleet as [uperior) 

hearing t:hat Mr. \Vaihillgton was decidedly 

, marching to the fouthward, I r.allcd :. 

couocil of all the general officers, who una­

nimoufly concurred with me in opinion, that 

the only way to fuceouc Earl Cornw::dlis 

was to go to him in the Chefapeak. 

Although I had every n:aftJn to difapprove" 

of Earl Cornwallis's m:u ch into Virginia, 

wjtho~lt COI~1 ulting n1e: (a t rhe rifk of ell -

1) gagmg 
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gaging me 11\ dangerous ope,ration s, for. 

)vhich] wa> not pr~parcd) yet, as I fuppofed 

he aded with at leafi the approb:1tion of clie 

:::M:inifler, I left him as fret as air, whet) he 

ilrr ivcd there, ro plall and execute _aecording 

to his difcretiou ; ;- only recommending to 
• 

him, in cafe he had n Olle of Ilis OWll , the plan 

1 had offered to the i\liniO:clj ; which, not­

withIlanding the 'orilli; n given in the letter 

of July 14-, before quoted,- I did ttot, how­

,ever, find his Lord'hip the leall: inclined , to 

adopt • 

... E.xtract from Lord C eo rge G ermain's . letter to Sir 

H enry Clinton, Jul y q , 1 i s I. - II It ~5 with the nloft 

\O nfeigne\l plc3furc 1 obey his l\'hjdly's commands, in 

expreffing to you his roya l approb:ltion of the plom you 

h:m : adopted for pTofcc uting the: w~r in the pro\'lnces 

fou tll of the D elaware, ;mJ of the fuccoutS you have ­

furniIlH~~d, :JI1d the iI:ftrul tions you }l ;U'C givcn for car. 

rying it into cxcclltion. The copies of the \'cry i;npor~ 
tlut corrcCponJenee wh ich fo fortunately felI into your 

hlnds, (i nClorcd in your dirpatch) fll"-W the rebel affil.irs 

to bc 21 moU dC'fper:1tc, and !!tat nothing but the Cuc. 

CtU 
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:'dopt . . And th,t letter, which I dia not re­

ceive till S.cptember, fou nd me deeply and , 
tIungcroufiy-eilgaged ill the operation he h:la 
forced me in to. 

Atid 11ere, perh.aps, it may be proper to 

give the reafons \,rhich induced me to rccom ... 

mend 

cd$ of fo me e~tr:1ordin:tryenH:rpriu can give: ,"igou( 

:lnu alli,·jry to their caufe; and I confers I am well 

pleafed that they have fixcti upon New York 3S tbe 

objel\: to be 3ttcmpted, as I h:wc not the Icall ilOlibl 

but that the troops you had remaining with ),ou, after 

the ample rcillforccmcmJl vou fa judicioufly (ellt to the 
'. " J • 

ChcCapcak, would be fully fufficicnt under yeuT com -

mand to ~cpd any force the enemy could bring ag~i nft: 

you. I coUlI.lot clofe this letter, without repeating to 

you the \·ery great fatisfaaion y~ur <tifp:ltch has giveR' 

me ; ';Iud my mott. entire and hearry coillddencc with 

you in the plan you have propafed to Lord Goinwall isJ 

for dHlrdling the rtheb, and r-ecovcring the f(:'lUthcrn 

pro,·jnces to . the King's obediem·e. - And as his Lord­

(hip. when he received you r letters of tbe 8th and I nh 

of June, w ill have fuHy fccn Ihe rnfollablenefs of it, 

I have not tbe leal\: doubt Qut Ilis ~rdJhip hM execut~d 
it-with his wonted ardor, ilHrepidiry, and fuccefs • 

• + 

• 



( '0 ) 

mend to Lord Cornwall;" to fecure a naval 

fratio!! for large fbips, if one could be found 

hat walt capable of being for~ified and main­
tained againll.~ temp;orilry fupl!riority of the 

coeroy at f f:.;.l, pgre~i1ble ~o ,the inftruaions 
• which I h.Q \jefore given to General. Phil. 

lips, and which were of courfe to be now 

confidered as fuch to, his Lordfllip, (Ap. 

pcncji" No.)):.) 

• 

Although I ought pot to have apprehend. 

ed that tbe enemy could hav~ ba.d • (uperi· 

ority -at fea, after the alTurances I had re­

ceived from the Minilh:r, I yet ahvays 

wiihed to guard againll even a poffibility 

of it. Finding, tberefore, by 4>i'd Corn· 

\V3Uis's. letters, that on hi !i arrival in the 

Chcfapeak, be had no plan of hi, own til> 

propofe: and that he did not incline -to . 

, follow ~he one I had offered to his COIl-. . . 
fjderatio ll, I r~omrqe:ll~ed tbe taking are­

~ f lI"tlable c\e£enfive.lla, ion ei~/lef at Willia C. 

~ bur», or' York (tbe latter of which .bi. 

l Lordfh~l 



('" ) , 

LordOlip had inforD)ed tpe ip 0 letter, dated 

~6th of. ¥ay, he was inclined, from· the 
reports wpich h'ad been mode 'to him, to 

think .well of as' a naval frarion and p1ace 
of arms) ,and left his Lordlhip at liberty 

to keep all the troops he had in Virginia, 

(amounting to about fe,'en thoufand men) • 
• 

But thinking that he might well fpare thred 
• 

' thoufand, I defired he would keep all that 

were" Iieceffary for a refpeCtable defenfive, 

a.nd defultory w~ter movements, and fend 

me. of three thou(aud men . ail he could. 

His Lordihip tniCconceiving my intentions 
( as will, I truft, be -manife!l: to w hoevcC" 

reads our correfpondclyce) and confide ring , 
my _call for three thoufand~ rrlen as uIleon,'" 

.dirional, tell s me that he could not' with 

. the ren)ainder keep Yor~ and Glouceftor; 

ana that he Mould, therefo.z:e, repafs James .. 
riSer and go to the ftation at Portfmouth~ 
Which reCol.ution · {r conhf,) furprifed me, 

as 



• (' .. ) 

as he. had a J,de before, in tne letter aoo\'e:­

quoted, reprefented that poll a>' unhealthy, 
• • 

and requiring' an army to 'defend ' it. 011 

receipt of his' Lordfhip's k n ee; I immedi­

ately con(u}ted the Admiral, who ,vaS' o£ 

o£. opinion, that a naval fiation for large· 

.1hips was abfolute1y Ilc~drary, 311'd recorn-
o 

t:nDI;"ded ~ainptoll-road . . 1'hcrefore iu my 

kner of th'e l'lJth July; I c.1ir~aed his. 

L p,rdfhip to examine and fortify Qidl Point' 

Comfort, which the Admil"Jl and I thought 

v,;auld CO\'e r that Road, and 'in which therC! 
. . 

had been a fort for t1Tht purpoft for. fifty 
years, though probJbly thell in ' ruil~s. But ­

his Lordlbip informing me in h,is l~~~c.r 

of the z7th of J uly, th~ t it was the ~pi­
nion of. the captains .of the navy, the 

engineers, and himfelf, that any works . . , 
c!cC\:cd on Qld P.oiot Comfort, " might 

" be eafily dellroyed by a fleet, aod wouiu 

U not aufwcr the purpofe; ::md that . ~ . , 
~' thcrdore, according to the fpirit of tmy 

u OI'dcrs, 



( 23 ) • 
, 

".orders, lie thould fcize York and 0100. 

H cenee ,~s the only harbour in which he 

" could hope to be able to give effc&lal pro­

" teaion to line of baule {hips;" I fuppofed 

his Lordlbip-had entirely app,roved of thor~ 

pons; and that after examining them w ith 

the officers of tbe Kin,g's ihirs and his cng!: 

neer, he would let me know if he fhould fee - - , 
(cafon to alter his opinion; and confequt;ut-

ly I did not objeCt to the choice lIe had 

made ; . nor indeed had I ever caufe to do fo 

before I faw his letter of tJ1C 1 1 til of Ocro:r. 

ber, ~vhich I did not rcceiV'c until the 16th, 

the ~ay before he oficre.d to capitulate,' when 

forthe fidl time 1 £9\lOd hisLordlbip thought 

unfavourably of thcU,lJ FQr on the 16th of 

4ugufi, his Lardlhip told ,me that he.!houl~ 

applr to the _ Commodore fQr a lbip to fend 

me a flate of things at' York, and brin~ him 

back my commands j by' which l .w<l.S of ': 

courfe to underlland that his Lordlbip ,i-ould 
- . 

fend e hjs OW11 and the Commodore's opi-
, 

plon 



• 
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Dion of York add Gloucefier, after !!i. en-

gineer had made a moll: exalt [urvey, which 
he-told me he ",as employed in; and of"',vhich 

I expeCted a copy, as his Lordihip had-befOre 

'fent me of the one taken of Old Point COln­

furt. But not Teceiving thofe from his Lord­

ihip, I naturally concluded' th.t the p¢fi of 

York and Glouce'ftcr was fliel! as his Lord-
• 

fhip and the Commodore appfoved; efpeci­

aUy, as his Lordll;.ip./ in his letter of the 

22.d of Augufr, was pleafed to fay, " the 

H engineer has finithed his furvey and exa • 

. t~ rnination of this place, (Yark) and has· 

H propafed his plan for fortifying it; which 

" appearing judicious, ] have approved, and 

~, direa ed' to be executed."" And in the fame. 
letter it was farther implied, that through.. 

the exertion of the noops, the works \vould 

1 "be tolerabfy complete in about fix weeks 

from that period: and from hi, faying aUo 

l [} rhe fame- letter, u r will not venture to 

lE'take 



( 2S ) • 
CI take any ~p thU might retard ' the elbi': 

that~ 

*1iJO~et 

• 



, 
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f' ive hod ieafon to hope!' III /l\or~, I think 

his Lordfhip appe.rs to h~ve unpliea. in aU 

I,i, letters, (e"cept tbat of the 17th o( Sep' ' 

tember, the day he heard ft;orn Li<.;:utenant. 

Conivay of th eJ nayy, that ~dn{i De, Gr.affe~ 
by the junCtion of Monfieur "e Barras, bad , 
thirty-five or thi rty-1ix f. il of the line) thaf 

he could hold out a. long as his p.rovifion~ 

hftea:.J whkh' was; by <his Lordfhip's ow .. 

:'calculation, to the end of Gaober at lean: , . . 
Froln all \flele"circuinfiances, 1· l1a4 flat.:. 

" tered.myfelf, Ilfat the works at ''York'''ould ,I. ~ , . 
]lave been tolerably tomplete by' the 9th tif 

, , 
OCtob"r, 't11<; day Mr, 'W-:,fh"ington ~opeited 
' " b • '" " n. h In ., d f " I ' ll1S attenes agam.1l t e : an rom t le Opl~ ' 

• ~ 4". • 

llion.given inc QY "certain" offieers of ri.,l'k; 

ivho had J~tely com6 'frolfl Lird CtinnyjJiis 
t. v k r " " d ' - " 1 ' fi [oJ at lot· , was Ul) er no appre ':ken lOllS 4 • •. t 
his Lordfhip before the ' tatter end ' of tha~ 

• I \ .. "" 

month; 'as I co'UIJ not cooc.lve r'tiat · !he" 

enemy cou1d poilibly' bring 'gaina hini 

fIlCh 



, 
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fuel. a po,verful batq:rirtg train a, would de· 

moliih his defences (fueh .as-! h.d rcaCo., to 

hope they wo~ld be) ill (0 lI1.orl a ffae~ <If 
tl,lne~aS J nine .dr teil ~ys/ 

Althoujl)l ,l' llever ga.ve Lord Carow-allis 

"flilr.llfes of th. · exertions of theoavy pefOle 
my let~er of~he HthofSeptem~r. Whetl I 

:.did it jl).. conCequenccofa cqun~il of ''far, CQm~ 

. 'Ffed of flag and ~ell.er:ll otfu:er,; I cer",iuly 

.!)eyer r;ave his I,o,dJhip the leal]:. reafQJl Ip 

.fuppof.e they would uathe rpacje •. a,l alway. 

took i~ for .granted, before i\dmiral Qraves's 

jetter to me of, the 9th . of ?eptember, [hat 

our fleet was f.uperior to that of the el}emy .. 

. Norj iapeed, ~id I know b.fece I 'r~ei\'<lI 

. ·J..ord Comwallis's letter of tbe 17th, (whi!;h 

·\Vas-not ~ptiLthe ;3d.9f ?eptemberythat the 

'~uemy IlI!d:tbirty.fixJail.of the li~ orthat 

·Modfieur de .Bar"" 1!3d, not alre~dy ' jAinkd 

Mo.fleor de Grafi"e before the ailion of till; . . 
5th of September. But even agaiUil: this 
fPferiorit" great as it was, the Admirals 

., 12 'f wer~ 
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~e~e clearly of .opinion, tha! a joint attefPpt 

ihould be made by us to [uccour tile fleet ~Ild 
. r .. ,~,. 1..1 
?nilY 'in the Chef apeak. I certoinly. there-
- :lj "~1' ... t .)l 1.HJ . ' ~ 

fore," never t&cl dnaye iunte to 1115 Lor~l" 
" 'r. ... j' 

1bip. that their 6,xerti{tis· wQulq-not be' made. 
'1 • • : r.,) 1)".\ ... 1..1'" ... u: 

The whole of tHIS matter may. { 1111}<. ~~ 
j ,~ ! I ) .. -!.. .. .... 

{ummed up'aS'fo1Io\vs : • .. 
-oJ}'..; ... ... 

'. Y..oid · Corn\vaTlis's' march into Virgilli~~ 

without copeu ti'ng his\:o~mander;in Chie~ 
~ . I· . I 1'1 
£orced1us' in~o "foli~ oB~r3tiOll~n 'that province. 

• rd. • , , .. d .l ... u~. · 

Being' tliere; as his'Lordlliin tOHld 'IlQt fuq, 
, - 1. p " 

fifi "his l.rmy· with'6ui h\lving a pi;ce of ~r11ls 
to cbve{ hitm~itii.n"6 s, ~~. "&c. &c. it pe-

" ~ :"1.,1 .-rl.. .. _ . ' .,. j , . 

came' abfufutely1 heceifarj-' ' t ei fill 011 fOlIle. 
• '1 " . 

healthy and 'refp~dable "fia!io,~ ~ ' fka ~ouI~ 
be made f~cuic-'hgarnfr a ' te'miiofirY"fliperl~ . .. . . ...:u~. f. ~ . 
ontY'of the enemy at' fea " ' and ' vo'rlo and ... ~ . " h"!( < 

Oloucefier ' [oem iq ' ha e : b~n' <It/' ginaHy 
,.J .. '.J t- l!~ 

!hougllt Dr by' Lord ' l;ornw lis 'addi ~p-
q. 1 .. , 

proved by mHorthat purpafe. 'But by his 
. .. , . h • . ':.1 1.'1,.., ... 

fordllup s mlfc~nc.el\img my -4~f~~fS, ~e 
~u,~~ed the Ne¢!< of York, and ~onfequc~tl~ 
,~ relUl, 

~ .ID~ 



Ixclinqllithed.every idea of occupying· thofe . . . 
. po!ls. Soon afterwards, the Admiral think-,. 
lug a navafnati~n for large !hips abfolutely 

, , 1 -
neaeffary, and · recommending Hampton . , . 

Road, J direlled,Lord Oornwalli~ to examine 
I " ,.~ • . ' 

an'd furtuY 'OldYo'nt Con;f'!ft in James Ri-
ver; UUl his I:.oidthip not approving cf that 

ilatiOn, made ~hJioi<e of York and Glouce,flet. 
'1:"u • I .... ~ • . , r pe~feruy.agree .. with _Lo\? Corllw,allis, 

tbat tb,ab 1 d6ri his pafts • . after' he ha~ ~Uce: 
• >.\r~'! 

P¥eJ 4i ' felf, ' (alt~allgll by daipg fo 'he 

.~n;g~lfa e tart ~ ~fJ'i ~ ;aicpy) ')'auld \lave 
peen dlCg(a~e.ful, !lay, p'crl;aps,[atel '19 ·our. _ 

future p qfP!'{):~ .o~tfialbli1h'\';rt in the Cj1e- " 
f.,peak;o~vllei! l1ll:h • m;~i'ure ilIQuld be " Ur 

, • <'" ....'~ ;Ii.... • 

fhorifed 'liy ;Y~Qy'eriug fI;et, ·But ev';"' th. 
. j I ',f<'- ' ," L Itl 

,\ili~fort)ltie, great as' it .m.y JIe • pr~feuted, 
I would h:\\)g.'1\c!en pr~fe:'b~ t~ ' tI e o.jl"lJyhjch, 

\ I '11 ... "rlp;'," an 
,hap.pened; ana . tll~e fQre J t i4 ,hi,- Lord, 
\ I.{ )uR ~' 'ld tU JJ,.i (, ... 

ihip, in converf.1tioll I 'had with,bim be .. 
• .\b~ 'V'''' 'I'!JI J 

,fore J {c"lllIs let!er of the, 29!h,of OCl:ober 

\f~ 9: f~l~ie(f a 'N.,';~ York', I h~d COl1c~iv~d 
. P.?pe~ 

, . • 



( 30 ,) , 
-hopes, that \!elween the time of the French 

.&e!ot's arrixing in tlte ,Q1efapeak, . and, his re,-
• 

~vipgill.fi>rP.,l'lli9£l frp!!, Ijle, th~tSir Sam~el 

~'!liPO'd ha.dj'!iPed Mr. Gra¥~s, r\v.h i~~ ~as not 
'Il;itil tile I3t~ ofSepJ~mbe[, or between that 

,Pttle an,d . th.c j '",,/ljQP ' of ~f' W~fhillgton 

lwith· tve 'M.''lpis +)e ]a F,,:),.et!e, ""'I,>.en hi, 

~rdfhip Qe.>lld froll! I,ie!lCenant Conway of - , 
~be navy, thaJ th9 ffi~mr ,w; r; thirty,/ix fail 

',w ,?e line, h~. wp~Jd Piwe.,trjed to <[pape 

~itn. Part of \lis army to, the .fputhward; a 

./tep which, !,;,{tainly w041d h~ye been jufti­

iiable, althou,g!> i" the ~Quve(f.;ion alluded 

1<>. his Lordfhip , did no, f.eifIl tq think it 

"",~ld , unlefs 1 had gil'ell hirQ .jfurances , 
"'hat the ~avy c9ul<l pot ~fternpf JO fuccour 

rpim! which ottfurancei? ~~~ycr, I p~r. 

F,inly could not l"'ffibly h~v" giy" n bim, ' 

- If. therefor., Lord ~o1llwal~s's lette, of 

~rh~ ~oth of 000ber, gi\ling an account of. 

the unfortunate conclufion. of the c.mpaign, 

.by tbe fU<render of York Town, (Appendix, . , 
~ ~o! ' 
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~<l. YllI.) could ever have been underltoo4 

to imp1y th,t the poll! of York and Glou" 

tefter'were not his Lotdlhip's ' OW1'- choice. , , 

in preference t'o- Ola Point COfutUrij which 

I had 'recommended td ilim; or that I had 

tver reCeivtil infOrDl~tidn fr<>milfis Lordlhip; 

that t iie g obnd at eidlcr wa. unfavouroble, 
• . till tbe day befo e he had offered to capitu-

late ~ . or that -JnBW ~yet given him any atru .. 
r.nces of, the:: eien;/ons of the navy, bblOn: 

my Jetter to' him of the Hth of Septemller, 

'wh icll he atltnow ledges be qid not receive 

till the '9tb ~ ot that any a{furanees what­

foever given by dle could have prevented hi. 

nttacking tbe Marquis De la Fayette, before 

.Mr. W.lhingtori jOined that ciJeneral, whlch 

was on the ,.,th of September; I am per­

fuaded it wilt! appear that.dforc 'implications 

I ate not founded on 1myorders I gaV'e his 

I Lordlhip, and ' cabnot be fupport<'<l by any 

part of OUT corrcfpondehcc. And as J took, 

,an opportunity .,f telling hi. Lordfhip t1~ 
f<lIne, 

• 



, ( ~. ) , ; 

~anie; in a letter I fent him before flc t.,iJeJ 
from New;y~,k, dated Ie ' d and I'otit , r "', 
of Dc""mve~ ('Yhic~ ,)e!~er'l ~9we~e(; di<J, 
not a-ppc<lt uvhel\' tfiisl parr ,0 6ui ' J;fe~ 

'1' I . ~ 1_ 

(pdndepce) was' propl1~ ',ll fore 59.\:/ ' ute 
.of Loid,), l C;UlI/Rt, -do ht hi T ~rdlhip is 

.j 11];'1.,1 1 
convinced .!h:rr :o/\1:itd ,'Iher¥in , a erte~ i! 
"h' I'" ' , ·ng t. .. J 1 ·.rw ... ~.'" 

.' I lui ltol1 
-, 1#.td 'Cdri,waIljl iv~, '/;I';'fe~ io .tell m~ 
tbilf his'tW t"', oc the 20th· f Clllcher, waS ",., . (" 

,wrIttett qifder great agit~tjqn o'f mind and in 

a g(Cjlt hprrot; No' jDan eouJd,pafiihly fee1 

of"r his Lordihip; ~hd hi. dte~dtul- firu'atlod, 

morc ~han! I did. A lid I will ~etlt~te eo . 1: . i , -.f ) 

fay, no man coula be more ,1Il;< iou's; or woMdi 
. , ... J.(' 

. ,have gonq grente Jellgtiis to ,fuccour him. , , ~ 

Nbr ·t\~ill this, r trun~ be dOl) ted , ~ when i:t is. 
fl'Collecred 'that the propo!:,1 firll: came from 

. I , 
me for emb:trkillg fix mOll and men f< r that 

.,. ,J 
1lurpdfe ou board ~n iiife!ior,flcet of t\Vellty-

fege,1 fail p'f t~e line, illcllding t~O fifties;· 

t<l tbirtY'fix; allG therehy putdng the' fate 
~ . of 

. 
• 



, 
, ~f\b~.rj~"Po"'1I"r.?c\' ~he~ i%eX~(~oQ~ 

tPot fl .et, 'f arlJlYi Il9: rcli,,,y.,.t~ 9t'i'l~ '4'r~) 
ap /!is,mpt £<lip- ni .. / " . ti,! 1. ' 

n ~e . # 1 ~lt !~hal f.llj'~ l%entip~s. 
cpul,q ~ Q . I"'v<; b'fflo =He ut~tj,mF: . ¢W. 
theJ~~!-c;Jeep;1,ed QJ. PJ?iI~O~l:~ tQs"J~Hi9~) . ' <i,l."of ~ar4:pc 'I.~,#Ptelltb9'~llll' f~ere, 
"l!jI,S • eve7y ,reafon'- ' hone ·tlta' #10; ij,.et\ 

t '!. ' . ( t .1 J, .. , .. ' ,u-,., .0 . J n 

would be ready to ' fail 011 the .\':!;?fj~<!,>-J. 

bll"--cl'p't ~'l;"\\>'iDJqJ, f~1dih';'}~lI"~i­
ti'Jll Iya~ F ' r !~: ~,m.e i;, J:ffidiP.9S 1,0; 
emllwil; and -dia .~".J\y . ~n ,fo .ea,Jy, '0.. _ - . \ o:.<,'Tln"r'l'" I 1f ' .. ..)(j!J I , . 
Q?J:obl'r. ,iJ~ ~e':ffil'd,,jl !f,°1 fll ,C;rH'C~!)r~aJ, 

, OJ1i!!iq'a,,qf , th . A!lmir"!s, thtrJJ~:I' l:ye!ll.\'4. ' 
, a.I~l!~ugILW!)¢g9F ·!f 'f.¥m~' IEfl~:!lI ,. o~-. 
ilrl,l~ t\l,e ' cha'l'lfi! ,I "¥~rJ. -Ii~er~ 'J< as tp • 

t w t .• , I'SJ - Otn.,,!, 1."1 

2>,'Y;vepl tile pair1\&" . ! ~~~,lIegE. Ghiefs, 
bgthl, P~ffiJg~~.of.tw; \1#,3pe~ ' -PI' ld, ,Ihe. 

t!~il •• '{~hich .~r"fd '1n~J, ,! "2~\" 
"'" fPIP.'I!;'nf,.-- !fav.., !>fe F¥t 1''' ~r on: 

'hf_J?lI>ucelle~., ~ ~ j~ll~h'lJ~!) _ *" , · 
part of Lord Cornwallis's corp. ou ,h'a{ [Isle 

1 • Jl' 

. F was 



was .. (,. i but if they ha<l<beon put rf Ihd.:e, l 
ev~. in ('j:frpes; River, altiio:uah a :junffion 
wlth his Lordlhip in -Y1dt!¢ ,WlJUltI ' nave ., , 
been 1l:areely prailiea61e';lt trughitiave- been 

made in fome" other p Tt', ' or at leatt ~t.u~n • 
diverhon' miglit J>Fe heM , made' *' the 

trooDS 'Under Imy cqmman:d ~s · might -h.v~ ' 
I.' • , 

raved part of'llis Lordihip's 'corps,. (Appen - , . <fix, No: 'XI.) .., ~ 1. • J.. , 
, f • •• • 

I mufr~ f th"erefore: repeat .that I tame6f, t 
and evh b!haU, that ' thore · ~ertious ' ~uld 
not have b~~n (made i 'tUn :i!J BeC:rufe: fr~ni 
tbe 'prtkem~llai fderii 'oPthe Admiral:; ~hO" 
were t ~;ldu' us:' ;na:'·fcO'Ih the-t;.ibl· 
\vhich:\ - are\:! ' f" ¢on1pi~~ouk ~He'; ): ' hl~ 
pofed t'lte o~ to them'; ~u Wil ie ! fr~"! 
th'ei "'e~alhpie \¢ •• td'rri'm'~hi';ated '100',':iH 
r~nk' n"tlie tr en amY wi! I ~hie ;- !i~ " l' 

d;t {h~{J ' ehbe' ~rli!y 'liep/ ' 

fully' q ' ate~ ' 1 ' ltave~IbO:y' I\!art<m ~o 
think we JJloula h~~ h';a ~ ",oil 'l!o';'p et~l 
{u~c'efs • . J ~ • ~. .'1111 I ~ -& :; 1 J I 

, !. ., 
- But 

, 
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Bilt at the fame time, that truth compels 

mo to. iinpu~ ounnisfurtunes Ilitilllately to 

t \le wal of a cov.ering tleet in the CHef apeak, 

I thi~ ih righ to declare that, as a Jatl~ 

offic;er,,1 do not fed myfClf a competent , 
. judlJ!' of thel'r9priery and praaicability of 

naNaloperation.. Nor can l "as a fervant-of 
• 

. i:h~. State, ~ntrufied with an important, but 

partial command, p~efume to enter· iJ1to the .... ~ .. r:-' 
counfels ot Minifrers ; who, from a mo,e 

• • 
elevated ftatipn~ U\vey anq,balance the whole. 

(yftem of " the campaign, and the general 

fafety; ,nd welfare of the empi,e •. • 
• j 

Upon 

... " 1 am,' powever, ~ware . of thC\ difficulties Admi. . .. 
!linration mull: nece[farily be expofed to: from the va. 

i 
titty of important matters which demand its attention. 

• l... ~ilU4' ;'" 
And (ar be It from me, my Lord, to Impute the delay. 

I' have e:lp~ri!nl:ed to any of the King's Miniftcra; but . -. 
1 ~annol avoid lamclJ,tinc -that they do bappen, and I 

trembleJor the .. fatal coafcquenic$ wbich may poffilily .. - \ 

{omc tim' or otb~r CJ1{u~. _ Sir He.arT Clin~'i Icttc( 

"t o Lord GC(lrgc GcrmalD~ dated April 3°, . 1111 • 
• 

\ • 

.' 
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Wilh given ;ocihe 9per;itions 1 ,Had j>toje~d. 
my knowledge oftne 'change h~pened it{., . " 
late to ext;icate me'rr m th c oo(equen!lOi 

" of [;ord- CornwalliS's iUIfa ea -march into 
.. 1 , ; h.. . 

Virginia. and the oraerl fliey 1!.a probably 

bcta(jooei"1fF';re~elng nllirly hof tho e¥il. 

, 

";;J I. 
which would rer3Jt'f tn1fthlS ifat'41 ,move , 

I'C! ' 
I;)le .\ ulbnt I- 'Jieaid' 'f'i t: ' 1 immediately at 
the time COOlmutllcated my ap~rehenfioos td 
t11 A'inedc:II'l ' Miniilq. And as nI¥ letter 

~o " h:m 'dr .. h'e ' I Sf of:J'ul , t18~. {peaks 
oJ' ft_ t, ~:J~1 

veFy ~ully_ 011 <tillS and" ot11er~matters, f 
, • -ilt- ... ~ ;. -. .. } 

• which t fear tjle 1',ubli~ has been hitherto 
, "f. / -

equaU" mifurfofl1l.e!i.i 1 /hall take i(le' liber~ 
torcoBcJudtY~dlis ·N:U!I:lth:e,l.vi th rhe foJ low-

.inf~xtr B:'frord if : 'f hr.. ''\ .d. J I J 

Ji}~ I ." ~ ,,) : I. oJ ' I can 
.,,', P~')(j,7 J t. IJ _ .... 

• "iU"J'l:.., Ij.", ",. , I . 
the tworld' ,lOl}fl 13f,connt for the" dt(:lppoil'l ments you 

u; ,. t.· 'I" 
fomd.iOl.tS fuJrer)/ ~ nut yp).I ~y reft O1!ruredJ tit."t every 

• _I. ' , 

4epar~~oi GovermqeHt is amdou5 'to furntfb yOa 
• I. I'" , 

with tDe moQ: eEedual,...m.eaqa o.~ ca gi.t,l.g .0;1 the' war 

• with lich\oor to LYcn~dq{. Joo y.'jth adl'~ntage to the 
~ '" .. . 
State.-Et.tnaM'rom Lord a ,forge Germain's Letter t~ - . 
:tir Henry ClinfonJ d;ttcd Jilly 7th, 1781 • 

• 



: .. t ~n f~y little more to you, Lo 
k1t,p's flnguine hopes of the fpeedy rcduc-

, " tic!l!. cf the fou\hern province., than to la-
1llI!I)t th~t ~h<: prefent flate of tlie war tber 

a()t. 4,0~, altogether ptomife fa Satt,ering all . . 
t eVCllt... Many untoward illcidents, of which 

• yqur Lord(hie was npt aRprifed- 'haye thrown 

'Us /00 fur bac~ to be able to recover very 

{Qcx;, even what \ve have .1atdy Ipfi: there. 

for i£.(as I have oft!'" before fuggelled) tlfe 

goo<l"vill; of . the inhabitants is abColutely 

~6t~ to repin ~a country, after we have 

c~.nquered it; I-fear ·it will be forrleti~e · be ... 

fore we can recover the confidence of thofe -in Drolina, as their pall fufferings will of 
• • .. • 1 

eourfe make them cautious . of publicly for· 

W'l/'ding the King's 'interefls before there is 

the ftJOngeft cert:linty of his army being ill , ' 

,:t ,condition to fupport them • • LIb. II, there-

fore, mQfi. cordiaUy join \~ith your Lord .. 

fhip, in condemning the bad -policy of raking 

polfdlion of pl.ces at on~ time, and aban-
,- ~,. 

aoolllg 
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doning them at anothe,r j and~ jn the:opi;lion'\ 
, r , ,~ •• 

tbat rhe war Ihould be condutled lJpO';; 
permanent 'and· fettled plan ~i·~o qpe(l, tSf 
fhturjog and: preferving wllit-hlii beencreY' 

, . , 
. cOfered. But · if there ma~ims~ 'ba~ It>eiri,l 

on any occa6on, .. deviated :f;om ~jul the Psw 
prog[efs of the war; I 'ni.u~,' ''i\l' ·~flice ''~ 

, rnyf~lf. dec1'1re, · thatJjt h~sr~~ver'be~h-~,J 
• { .. -. t ' 't I 

rs,lted by mY ' order~; -except, bUIf!,h /I{ 
• • ~ . ":! • I'" - 1'" 

cafe· of Rhode· Hla"d. ? Thls "I' dbulit no 
I ' ,. 

wHl 'oppear from.lhe iMlrl!choil~°r. g'Ove'io' 
Gen ~-Qll umi} 'ahd: the !dfhe1---generallio5!! 

ceis, 1vhom' 1.1 {ent oQ ,s expe'diriO"ns 'fo thel 
ehefapeak. " For if Lord- ~o\:Il~vatils m:Wf , 
i (defult'ory,triove iuto ~or k"@iroli'n1t}--£n8';'l 
without ~ ffirtie'fufiicient totrb'le'h}' tor .~\ • 
"ifi"n,; to fiIppo'tt ' them, II vifed'lbj pro\:l 

",atiOIT, th~ I;oyJiitls'to joiil:hlrn; 'a d ft~t-· 
wards found it neccfiary to"'6it if1l'4. MOnal,. ; , '1 , 

(tillritl; of t1* province; ' ~~'Ii~ 1:ci~ ld . 
1\\\"0. time (0' give hem) !l1f5l4Itlial;' I: .. lh' 

f!1fu.aed you; Ulrdfbip wil aek'nowledg8 
'tIl/i ho 



. 
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~e '<lid not, .a- unqq Iny .infi,ucUons : t""!i 

'lP~.-iO f!1i .. _ IlP.£~· tttrc,t * W.ijmipg 
• • 

~D: ,and, fI\9fqqu~~t • '1l9.~~ fr"fu tlt!!!C , .tol 
YMm~iat in ,~~.g(-eqU~liCfil o.f<4p»-orp~r$I ; . on} 

t)!e~ cont"".!' ,,"'~ I fo'~"I;ap " he!l.lph'PPJ) 
~eq~E;t,Af;'; lhem, th9u1d ·. te'~11IYl 
,, ~v~ endea\\'ouroo to' 1H~vc Qaptlhim,'l coukl,' W >h L .... f " ... •• 

• 

I.:Ju.V",kp.O'~ll h.is intentiOn.s i~ jlf9pet. lip: . ' . 

lill'.,( ,fPo~" '. !>is .Mf<\q,ip:' t~oy~ntent~" 
• :~~!?iqh)S 'PutL qe cqnfeJ)i,d " ha.,,-~cn;, 4 

'.apid ,as.I0\lrklr,d~p eepcM~ I.av~ ,lot.lo, . , . 
q!illF~,~ ,,,,,n£'l!!lPs~ (u~~ef.rgl!x d!'9W'y~ 
~.COlfV;;~~)~is,,1 as;,! 110pe tl"$l 1.)1 0' .... 

• 
• ig;>..Ere{l'e!hL'I'~dV~l~ .tbfol!JtCi'.!11cc$ty. of v1;:) 

l\,?£'!.us:~!;t;\99sr,iJl51\e [~'vi5Q J ,hisl'!!UllJl)yG 

~.th'1oprfl:CI\~r"[if"·J ' .~ '~J1 ' l!owe.y!'Nt · 
• • 

~ ,.UO\-"~ltffi,;'al ,to'lllJltinctin'lioy.sJ'l~i . . . 
h;jve little · Il-ql!bt.-~K!:Y wm~ fO~9 -t91!l<h 
a,t ; )e.It:~'tj!ll;t;lpI1'j' R"wc,s,,(~l t ~. U ,. >I .. . . . 
Llt,q th~Il-)l,'Il"J ~y' f.q~a;be~~t;, t~ 

. c;t~"l ~i'h th:Cl1\fongeft J~aj"'"1J'es.,.rij .t l/9l 

'O);\l1 C,!ll"ber"lQre f~r!ve'itJ.x. dSflJou ~llel\-,,! 

d -
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am to fee...an hODourable end put to this 
, . ~. 

moll: burtheDCome war. And if I emai.) in 
the copmiaDd. that no ~r~~ ';'qrs of mille 

/han be wa')fing to execute, in, the ;"lIeit .. $~" ~ 'j 

manner, the .Kring's pleafuJ"F an~ commanpSeJ 

Of ~ tbc; IO,OOoti mel~ I ~ f9!icit~d". ollly 4000 ; 

were ev~n I promi[e,d; 39d nq portion of 
thefe, e)(cept+a: fe," recruits, has yet joine~ 

t~jt part ,9f ,thf., army, , rou~J...orcJlhip's 

.' hft letters, hqwever, g~vp me. hopes, that 

three B'iti!lj battalions and t ~o tho Cand . j '- , , 

fix hundreq.german trooRl' may, be immedi­

atel ~xpeaed. t Jf ~\,. thefd arrive, I /han 

then be able, ati' a\ proper (eafon to reinforce 

the Chef apeak-corps \'CrYi .~onfiderably; and'­

if a reinforc~ment does p:ot lik~wife come 
, -

to the. 11(~nch "'!Dament alr~ady here, fueh 

. operations<may be e rrj~d on as may perhaps 

produce fome advantages 'in the courfe of 

the Winter. But ' if our reinforcement does 

not arrive, and t~e French culd receive 
G 'th~irs) 

I 
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theij's, - I thillk we thaI! h've every thing to 

~Rprehend. . .' I 

i ' " Before I C ofe, however, I beg leave to fay 

a word or two in explanation of 't~o obfer­

varian's, in the Com~iilit;ners of Accoul,lts 

Seventh Rep'OTt j' in or~lcr' t~ obviate any im .. 

plied cellfn;e, they 'Pay be [uppofed' to point 

againtt me as Comman~r in iChief of tile' 
, ( l • 

army in NOrfh Americ'a.. .I. 
• . I 

• rhq Somm~{flOners are ' pl<iafed to fay. 

" It· 'PPI'ars th, t- the number of thQ forces - . 
' .' decrc~feq every yea" from 778, 'but the' 

.". -Ii .. 0 . / 
c.' lUllC for the extraQrctll\<I(Y fet;vlces Qf that 

~, army gr~at1y epcre~fed,. d..urhlg the lame 
U peli0,4.)1 oJ. 

• j 

A d again, "m the ,ceQ,w·t ot the ,ifue$ 

i ~ : -to the qfficers ' in the' {Qur Q.epartIllcllts, 

' .' we find that dIe warra-'lts iffi\ed to th .. . . 
': ~arter.m'lfior's.gener:iJ, ij.m;e . lhe· "6th-. 

" . Jul)l '1.780, '''Ild tq Ih.~ B:u: .. ac~·mafter~ •• ; 

' t gejlor. l uncc r.he 29fh JUlle 1.78';, .and to 

tc .the Commiifaries-gelleral, finee the z:sth 
.. , of 



( 43 ) 

" ,IJf May ' 778, have been all temporary, 

~, for {urns DIl accollnt -j atld that 11G final 

f.' warran~ has been p'ral~t,~ ~nce thofe (e~ 

" fevcif,-l 'peri~ ~.. 50 that thefe fums have 

" beep. ilfued, .. ~v~th~t eyen the cerempllY 
• 

" of p quarterly abllraCl" and ~he confi+ 

' f denq.al relian>-e ,QU the officer.. fhat: his . ' 
" vouc)ae~. ,arc fo~th ~oming/' 

I arrived in London manr d~ys bel;'", the 
• 

Co~miiftql1ers of A~.counts delive((.~d in [heir 
Seventh !J..eport to the Houfe of Common., 

}-lad thofe " Gentlemen called qpo.) me, as , , 
, ~heY did on Sir William Howe, ,and ~or<J 

Cornwalli~; had they examined cerFain .otJj .. 

Fees of the clifferenF departments. \vho arrll'ed 

in Engl.~d ,at the.t;me 1 did, and who an~ 

Ilollneed Ihemfclves to them; and, had they 
iJ ~/ " I 

read,ali the ~e~rt, ,of ,the ' diffc;eilt Boards 

pf General Officer~ ~lld lYlagifuates, that' 

had been appointed QY lIje ~t New York, to 

.enquire> into ,the, e;opefiditure of I'~,blic mo­

ney. ~~l) \vll!>11 rerO"rts had be~Jl lent to the 

G 2 Lqrds 
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Lords Commiffioners of the T re.fury maJ!y 
' l ~. c' ,12, .1 1' h' mon hs, befoteJ " I 3tn penuaac;u hat t CI.f 

." 1U ,td"ll' d '·' h Repprt f'. ~yould not l'i'ave ap~re 011 t e 
• ' • t j," 

t.ble.,of the Houfe of 'Cdrh;),'ons in th;:.th,pe 

it has <lone. For ;vl\eh'theY'\V~r~\ informed 
f ; ~. "j) ~lJJ! 

Cas they.~vo.uld h.ve"been 'e1 the means[j ull: 
} '''1Jr\~· ~ 

Il:ated) ,t/lat-all the- nloi purchafed for the 
1'. l ' I,'JI (i"'t" I, . 
lupply, oflhe .army )lUrIng tHe w ole perIod 

, • "'r J I" 
of my command, was pald for In America 

, ~ p 

by my ~arran tsflwhere11s before "then it u(, d 

t o be paid/or in Engl{lri'd; 1 tha't c~nfiderabie , 

fums of mOllcy were ..paid on my ~arrants 
~ -1 t 

for e~pen.ces iru:prred during tne cOfllmand 
• .1 

ofmy-prqleceifof;)which could ll~~ qe
1 
~rovgpt 

, .. _U 
t o aCCQunt Cooner ; "'I tha't provifiQ1lS to ~ very 

• . fu.(. 
confiderablc amouo, werecpurchale i Ame~ 

rica, j ap~ paid, for iii' Ametita ~n my u~~r_ 
t "Ir i1j~"l 1.1 t 

rants, f.or lth" fupply of d ie . arm~~ 'wh~ch 

mig/lt otj}en"ife , have be';n e~pofei to the 
. "d'" C all h" H' ,r , 1IU" " great:e~_"J' h l-.rels; · :v Ie together amount:~ 

f J 1 j .1,.:l1 .,~' ,:~ 
ed to ~e,rJy; >1,500,000 1. ana that t e. .. l1l­

\ n ,f 
"e~f~ qf pQiJ!; d~r·ing my c?mmand, .at 

, . . .) Savannah, 
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Savannah, S\m es. ;rq,,;n,tCape-li'ear, Portf· 

mouth, ,P.enpbfcot, &c. j{equiung cacl\ their 
" ,lIf 

re(pe~i:~ ,~~.aBIJt~_we9t!, a~ld,ed1 of\\ cdl'lrIc to 
the extraordmanelii , of~ my anDY; and that, 

"'1" 1 I 
beudes thefe · a lde 1l)any others which I 

. 'I. 'H ~ 

could enu\merate, fh~peculiar .circumfrances 

of my command ex-poCed me to many' ex~ ,. . 
pences unknown t'o my predecelfor ;, it is 

r ~. • 

prefumed, thofe Gentlemcl1r would have 3d .. 

mitred, tha t tne jncreaf(:"ofl the if{'ues for 
• 

the ~~troardinary fervices of the army un .. 

der my command, was accounted mr. 
This ma.ttcr, h0'rever, went, by my de'· 

fi re, through a very full and formal invem~ 

gatio1l1"in Augufi 1781, before a Boa-rd of 

generai officer, and magifbrat.eli (of which) , .. 
Lieutenant-g~ner:al Robertfotl"was Pre~dent) 

under :J!he tj;le of a Cornpa(ative View of 

Jt,;xpences incurred. from the gIft D ecember, ' 
. - . 1 lll~ ~ 

"175, to the ',6th qf,l\1ay, '77S, (tlie. time 

of ~ir William H .... owe's conunand) and of 

what ,va, pa, by me, between the 26,h of 

May 



May \ 778, and the Silbof D"I"'mb~r '780 • . 
WhicH producednthe following repor/: from 

that Board. II)" I I" I 

"I The great nationaL. expcnce JIl the 

" fidh period'o£ <Sir William .'How~·s CQm. 
" maud, arofe from the whole navy, and 

" a very numerous Heerr, of t'canfports, be .. . . 
" iog employed in attending the move ... 

" roents of thCf army; no p~rt of. which 

" appears in' Sir . William Howe's · war", 
U rants. 

" The expenee of the. ~a'rtertmafier­

" general , Barrack .. mail:er .. general, and En ... 

" gineer aepartments; were neceffarily' fmall, 

" . while the troops were on board thips, or 

" had th.l'" fupplie. from tranf ports, 

.' pu,iog part 1)f the -lir/} period, the 

" great articJ.e of clpencc, rum, was pro" 

" vided (or by a foofra&t made in ,t,;ng­

" land, and paid for there. WJ}ereas~ du,. 

" riqg the [econ~ pertod, th~ rucp. was pur ... 

I t fhafeq 
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II ' chaf"Od byAthe (lommiffa"Y-geueraJ, and 

" paid ;for by ~h. Commander io Chief'. 

"warrants. A very large quantity of pro­

' ~ viRens purchafed alfo during the latter 

" period, fwells th .amount of the war-

" rants; ~ 1 

" But(what delhoy. a pallibility of draw-
• 

U iog any juft conclufian from a comparifon 

U 'of the amount of the warrants in thefe 

,," two periods; arifes from this; that a great' 

" part of the elfpence incurred by Sir Wil­

d liam Howe, was paid by warrants granted 

U byl Sir Henry ClintonJ' 

This report having been regularly, .. nf­

mitte<f tothe'rreafur:y, 1. mull fuppofe it 

was laid ' beroreJ the ComrniffiGhers of Ac­

counts, Had j r been.read by thofe' Gentle­

men,. it is .pt:efumable - it would have. at 
lealt, accompanieil tbeirs: , , 

With regard to rhe fecond obfervntion 

.lIuded to, refpelling ,my not granting filial 

warrants to certain departments from certain 

periods ; 



peliods ; if the commiffioners 'bad rcad aIf the 

above pap~rs, I think it would have occurred 

to them; that as a Comrniffary of Accounts' 

hJd been commiffioned, an w~.· aaually 

employed in auditing the accounts of the 
" "'" I'" -, differen t depdrthlCll ts', I could not, wi~h 

propriety, g rlUlt fi nal warrants to any of 

the departments upon tfleir quarterly ab .. 

ilraCls (as had been before plaClifea) .un-.. . 
till their acco\mts had been firft audited 

:Uld certified by the Commiifary. 

As to the mode of fopply which I found 

eltabliihed, when I fucceeded to the coin ... 

mand of the army in North Amer..ica, and 

which 1 underfrOO<\. had been approved 0)'" 

Gov~rn ment, I certainly could not, in pru­

denie, have made :lOy al erations or reduc· 

rion in it, as long as I had otrenuve :opera-­
riou in view. The iuftant, however, that 

I received orders to place the army 'Upon ~ , 

frriCl defenuve, I propofed fueh a reauClion 

as could take place. ADd when I obtaiJl~d 

hj~ 
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" his Majefty's permiffioll to refign the com .. 

tnand, I 

be(tfon, 
• 

me, 

r~mrnended it to' General Ro--
... .~ '. J~ ..a t 

who }'vas appointed to fucceed 
• r ~41 ~ 

. " • 
(Sign'cd) " '-11m 

• f;o"r 1 'j~. " 
• 

'( ,,-

.'( 

:.Jilt d 

.. H; eLI, N TON," 

• , , ' 

• , 
" 

. 
t " t. 

I'" ~~ I .1 

, .) 

"-I,,. II 

I 

I 
. 

H AI'PENDIX, , 

- . 
"";,,,,-,If J .. ~ 

"'i,.~1i; J • " ""' 
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A P PEN D I X . 

NUMBER 1. 
• 

• 
Exlro[l if a Leiter from L ord Ctorge Ctr-

main 10 Sir Henry Cli~IO", doltd Mil)' 
, 

. 
"CONCEIVING thereforefo highly as 

~ . . " 
J do of the importan~c of. the Soutbern pro-

. . vinces, and-of the vafi advantages which muft 
. .. -: - t 
at~nd the profecuuono of the w~r upon the 

• prefent plan of extending our conqueRs .from 

{euth to north; it was a great ~ortification 
to me to find, by your inftFuCtion to Major­

General Phillips, that it appeared to be your 

inte.ntion that only a. part of the troops be car .. 

ried with him {bould renlam in the Chefl-

Hz peak. 

• 
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~ _. '"i ~ 

peak; and that ·he and. enerall ~r!Wld 
" ·u: no t 

thould 'ittufl\ 0 ( ' ew 0 k, leavin" nl a 
- . - , '0'" ,i2 ~G fiI'1..':'''''' ' .. .:: fuRio P for to. ferve lor " ... rno)JJ , ... 1" , ' i\ :>'0 'l'ffi l UO{ 

pofts' ibey'lniglit ' abl' in bVi[£ini ,,?~.'Ir 
I r tb ,,0 ~ tt l.:lf 

ideas, therefore, of the 1m ortance f rss: 0 
Ollnl1 an~LJIS J t'" 

v~ring~ih P'ptovlnco 'ap arin". 0", f.~ pifull 
I - ~ · ;iMIiu.' ~ . l.-~ ·,n,ol :.I h" .fl.. 

ferenl 'm ~ mme, .oug t It p:?r~5. ' tr",r 

the advice of his Majefty's other fcrvants , 
upon the fubjell .Unni ~eit: QPidibJU concur­
ring entirely with mine, it has "been 1.1 bmi • 

\ . • '=' \ . .,\~ i~ ~ "\')\"'3.'\..1 1. ' ") \ 
ted to.:ihe:K, ng; 'an . am ~~~ laRged. R*.\. 

. M ,,- \, • ')" ' I . hiS ajeny, to'" C U31.nt you that t Ie r<; 1 

, 'ery of the SOllthern Province$ and the pro-

"_ 'ecuti n 'if, JQ ' l.bYoF\tlHingcoli ~ • ' 
from f>lll 'l~tb is .,to,"'",,<o ti&l;;,d" a~" 

');. .... 9- , • 
the chic a "EiIij>a !;Objcitcf< tire'- mp" _ 

C It ~ L 
me,!! ,of .1 f9m; l/114ef'!l'0Uf ciiJ\'IIililrtl,UI 

_Oi.... • d 
which ~ e f'pafF.!I.~pmj f< ~(bf'tti 

rlaces)il hi.< .~j<;lio:i (pCl!H!i0h~ il liI"it 1~ 
a«oIDPlilhodlo""" d; J:1GO bJ1JXiI,.s n ....... d1 

, • ,'It{ ~ "f. 
" The three regiments from lre1aud, and 

the Britifh recruits that went with them, .are, 

I truft, 
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. r.u 'bn <I J 11 , • 
I ·trull, well" cn - heir ay . y hi. . eb~ 

t --.n:, n £':>1 ;ho ~ ., 0 nlU .. 
Ch2r1<,~ ,., ; alid s Sir peor~e .!lnAnEr 

1 10 ~·,,:u 01 ~ Il~'»J 
will tn k I 'b&' ee mo S c itnents" fIRUl I 

...-- ,~1' n~ ''OIiV en rlh [J&l rI~ crn: I, 

tbe '~vatd' Inand, betore 1 the llu r ane 
, ~1 IQrrtj :ltU 0 ;HO 

month's;' 'Be ;;"augmentation of yo rlforce . ,!.. A. :l ,r"qi1& ;;{:mn 3~ r' 
mull; .. thoUid hin', be OIJ .1 to the UW'ft 

f\. 1 ., \ ,! lit; .,."J , ... en 1 

of yourwlthes. . . t< rl .,~ 
-del! I 

I l t). f. r j ,) .. ",1. 

- , • . Jot!1 ~ '1 du1 :,p 
or f(. J N rUlIM' B J:; R ~ 

. -' [1' 101'1.1 I H. .. a J • 
EXlra'EI of a Lemr from Lor.d Oeor,ge"G,,-

l r r:: ..... i I r· do' 
mat" 10 'Sir Hror; Cli"lon, da!e~ J~nt 6, 

J 7SI ~ j JJ /1 u.J ;1d. ! , t II ........ 1·... . ~ 

" I, ~.I;' <iLl;.. therefore,o¢}" obfen'~ fi( ia.: 
dition to .• t ,haye hithetto.writfen,ut'Le'· 

the ;ubi~Jh~t1 I atn \!\vdt; pleafe<! ll ,. fitta · 
Lord tCo.tpjwallis~s cwiniQn enti'rel., tt.blJ~i ~ ... 

. h' 'h . d'';-;'' ,. Gr..) M·' w it m.p"cO. t e gretltlmportano: O( p lricn,g . --T I ,.[ .,_ 

. the war ,po \1)< fide :of VirgiDia wi b ~n lie '" 
. • hi r , 

force that can be fpared uDIlI tbat pro ( co IS 
III ,I r rcduced",'t :; Iii? -, -

, 

N.UMBER 
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,N q M B E R t ill. 
• 

Copy of 11' Leller fr.om JRrlJ£ . 4dlllirill Sir 
S. Hood 10 SirlJFl Clinton, ~4 if Cap. 
Henry, Ali'gujl.S, 178, . • I , 

" S I , 
" HEREWITH you 'will receive a dupli-. ' 

cate of tbe' letter 'I had the -honour to write " , 
you by' Licu~. Delanoe of the AC1ive brig, In 

cafe any misfortune !boule have bdlllen ber 

in returning to Ne\¥ Yark. I am now 

fleering for Cape Henry, in. oz:der to examine 
We ellefapeak, From thenee- I /h.ll proceed 

~ 

to the Capes of the Delaware; and not feeing, . .' . 
CT hearing ~ny. thiog of Dc Gra6'e, or any 

dctacliment of fhips b. might ~av~ Jent upon 

this toaft, fh~1l then ",ate the heft of my 

way off Sandy Hook: This 1 ba .... eOll1mu~ 
lIicated to Rear Adminl Grava , in ' order 

that be may det~r-mtne my anchoring or tlot,. 

as ,be {<jng's ["vice may ~uire. 

" I ha\!'C" 
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• 

" I have the honour to fend YOll . my liJ'!e 

of battle, by which y~u will fee the nun,ber 

and force of his MajefiY' qu drcn under my 

command'; and," il trutt, you wil~ think it 
equal, fully to defeat any defigns of tbe e,Pe­

my, let De Graue oring 0, kndwhat'fiups he 

may, -in aid to thofe under De Barras. . ,. 
• . " I ha,:c the honour to.be, &c . 

• 
(Signed) ." S~M. HOODr 

.. 
N U M B E R IV. 

CopyoJ a 'Leiter fr~m Gtntral fYajbinglo. I. 

e .... t De Grq/fr, dolrd Williamjbwrg, Stp-

I..o.r r6, ' 78 , . 
, , .. 

. 
" 1 AM unable to defcribe to your Excel-, 

l<1\cy the pail)ful .ami,l<ty. und~r ~hich I have . . ~ ~ 

laboured. fince the rp:eptjojl of the letter you . , , 
<Jicime the bonour to writeme of the '3d in-

,J • ( •• 

flant. The motioA.Df the naval force under . . 
your command~ whkh 'yqw; Exq;lIency fays, 

. -. . • I . 
may pollibly happen,- fin,e' the .nformation 

• • communicated 
• 

• 



• 

Ii .., "Ic"". iL1 ~ 
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.after a prodigious expence, fatigue, and exet. 

tions; but tHo' probable diilianding of the 

<o-wbole '!trm}; .. for the prefent"feat of . war he. 

ing filch, as ftbfoll1!e1y precludes the uk 'of 

lv;-rggons, frelIt ,the great number of large 

ri,'ers which interfecr the country, there will 

be it total ,vant of provifions, unlefs this in­

convenience is rtmedied by waler carriage. 

This provin,:" h., been fo e1haufied by tbe 

ravages of the ene~y, and by the fopport 

a]ready gi,'en ' to our force :;, that fllbfiftence 

,mufr be drawn from a diftance, and that can 

,be dotle o11ly by 3 fleet fuperior in the .Bay. 

" I earneftly beg your Excellency would 

confider, . that if, by moving your fleet from 

the fituation agreed on, we tofe .the prefent 

opportunity, we !hall never he.reafcer have it 

I in our p'OwCr to 1hike fo' d~cifive a flroke, 

th3t the ,B-rirlfh will labour' w.ithout intermif ... 

fIon to fortify a 'place fo ufeful to their !hip. 

ping; and that then the> period of an honoura.­

ble pellet will belfllrt.her-difulllt than ever . 

• J L .. I " The 

• 
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. "The confidence I have in your Excellen .. 

ey's manly fpirit and n.aval talents leaves me 

'tio 'aoubt <hilt the 'ronfiderntibn of the confe. 

quences that mult foll6'w your ~ep~rture.from 
the Bay will determine Y0l> to u{e, .n pomble 

means for the good of'the \common caufe. 

-From the a!lurances of the-moil expert {ailors, 

I am' perruaded that YOll' Excell~ncy may 

take fuch a pofiticn in Itne Bay ~s to leave no .. 

thing to be apprehende!l from an attempt of 

the Englilh fleet; that this pofitico ,will aUhe 

{arne tilDe facilitate tbe op~rations of the fiege, 

fecure Jthe tranfportation of our prov~fions by 

water, and accellerate our approaches by Jand .. 

. jog our heavy artillery and warlike neceffaries 

in York River .:lImofi clofe to our trenches. 

U The force {aid to have arrived \lnder Ad .. 

. miral Digby, as~the news comes from t~el.Bri • • 

;;tlib themfelves, may not 'only be. eXa'ggera. 

ted, but perhaps abfolutclr {alfe ; but fuppo • 

.fing'it to be trne,' their whole forco noited can- ~ 

pot kfucir'jls tOi\ive->tlrem n-r hope"of fue· 

'T ( '1'fI ' 
! 
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.cefs, fn' the atucking your~fle~, I 1£ the. pcifi­
_tion fOJ ,yapr ,/hlp.s '\\> r!~t,a!l 'n,\lor, v.:hich 

;we agrc~d uRon, ,.has fiQco appeared ~mpraj2:i • 

. cabk·, . therCU)s frill anot1wr mcaf\ue may, ~ 

adopted J which,- though much inferior as 

to tbe fecurity and facility .jt. will give to our 

Jand operations, may ftill be of advautage to 

OUf affairs-. The meafuret I mean, is to,eruife 

off. the Bay, fo as to 'keep the Capes always in 

fight, and to pre\fcnt any Englifh vdleis get­

ting in . 

.. Whate"er plan you may adopt, I ,m to 

prefs your Excellency to perfevere in the 

Jcbeme fo happily concerted between us ; but 

jf you lhould find infurmountable obfiacles in 

the way, let me nltimately ~g of you not to 

relinquiCh the ' Iaft mention~d altern3tive of 

.. preventing all ve!fds from the enemy entering 

tbe Bay of Chef.peak. 

. i', Ihe . Britifu Ad<:>jeal may manreuvro 

his fleet, and endeavour to draw you from the 

main objeEt we., have in \ ' ICW; but I can 

1 z never 
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n:ver believe, 'that 'be wlil feriouOy with to 
bring on a.lgenersJ aCliou \~ith ~:v flctt, .Aybafc 

force, I will annver fur it;T is Cupdior to the 

mofl eX:Jggeratetl 'accounts we have ot theirs • . 

Palfed experience has tanght I,them nOt to 

hazard themfelv~. wilh equal numbers; :mil 

has drawn from them, though unwillingly, 

the man refpeaful opinio. 5 of thei r enemy. 

" Permit me to add" that the abfence of 

your fleet fro m the Boy may fruCirate our de­

fign upon the garri fon at Yark. For in the 

prerent fituatioll of m:Ht!r5, L ord Cornwall is 

might evacuate the' place with the lors of his 
< 

artillery, baggage, :lnd a few men, f:lcrifites; 

which would be high] y j utlifiable from the 

dtfire of [,ving the body of the army.' , . 
~ U The Marquis -de la Fayette, who does 

me the bonour to carry this letter to ycur 

Exce1Jwcy, will explain to you better than 

:tny other perron, or than I can do by· letter, 

many particulars of our~ prefent pofition. Yonr 

E~ccUenc1 is acquainted with his caudour and 
, 

talents, 
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talents, which ~itles him to your confidence 

I ha\'e .ordered ~il)l not to pafs the Capc for 

fear ' o£ accjdel!t, : in cafe you ihould be at 

' [ea. 11/ this be [o!- be. will inclofe tbis difpatcb 

inOi~ Jltter from himfelf, . 
, 

" I have the honour, &c. 

" G. W ASHlNGTON." 

N U M B £ R V. 
f 

Ex/rna f rc1I1 [ ,ord George Germain's Ll/~ 

ter to Sir Henry Clinton, dated Oc1ober 12, 

'781. • 
" IT is a great fatisfaClion to me to fi nd • your ideas of the importance of fecuring a na-

val ftation in the Gbdapcak c;pal\le of giving 

proteClion t9 the King's fhips, :tppointed to 

"jntetcept the navigation of that Bay, fa en­

tirely- COil;c~ded with my own; and that the 

plan 'yap had conce;rted for condua;ng the 

military operations in that quarter correfpondi-
with 
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with what I bad' fuggeael it; my former 

letters to yoo on lhat fnbje~ I .ruft) there­

fore tnat I Lord Cornwallis: ,!i ll :' retitin' the 

whole of the troops you "1-~ very ' ~toperly 
fpared for the fer vice in the Ohcfapeak ;~pr if 

he has fent you any part, tl\.'lt YOQ win re­

t urn them to him. And as fOOil as the heats 

are abated, tranfport a ilrong dctac!lment to 

Baltimore, &c. 0;> : 

" The pro\,ifion you made for the {onthem 

[en ice was certainly moft am pl\!. And I h:l\"e 

always confidcred sod fpoke of it as 3 ircunl 'f 

f.l-ance highly to your bonour; and as an evi­

dence of yo nr being a-Ctu:lted by the purdt 

zeal for the publ ic fen' ice. And thoug11 r .. Iii 

ment excee~in~ly that froIn a conc~lrrence of 

untoward events, the fueters was 110t (!q\~al·.Jl! 

the" fanguirie expcd ations I 11ad cntatained, 

I never imputed any part of tbe difappoint ­

mellt to a deficien cy in your ru..£p1i~:': I .. 

N UM-
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~ !d.f1·· IJ VI. 

#ep'!J{ .. C!j"loti'..s , L eiter {. 

Graves, dated /ll!gpji 16, 

CANNOT 'fay I <redi~ the reports of 

the French being; upon tht! coafr. Should 

they prO\'e falre, and there was lit tle prob3bi. 

Jity of their coming for a week or tell d,lYs , I 

think thofe could not te bmer employed than 

in ' a vifit to Rhode-Wand, The recruits I 

have lately received enable me to make this 

offer, whenever you think it prudent to at· 

tempt 'it. If you determine, 1 requefi that Cap­

tain Duncan may direCt the water-movements 

of the army." 
.1.1' " 

Ex/rall from Sir R enT)' Clinton's Letter J9 

R~(lr:.ddtllirnl GT'ti'Vei, dUied AUgU.fl18, 

. ' tS,: , -', 
.. WHENEVER, Sir, YOll think the fleet 

under your comm3nd is 
1 • 

in number :md fiate 

equal 
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equal to the undertaking, an you \vill gi.ve 

me tw~nty-four b'burs 'noti e, e"ery thing 

fhall be immedT:lte1y emoa ed; and I flf.,!l ..... , 

with ple-a{ure accompany yo (.tP;t~Q.rl"fac~"'" 

N U M B 'E:" VII. ' \, 

EJ.'/raCis f rom Rear~Admiral Gravu's LeiUrJ 

Jo Sir H. Clinton, daled I S and 2 I Augu), 

1781 . 
, ' 

• 
• , IN anfwer to Y01.lr prapo'fition, 1 can 

only aCfllre YOll by letter, what I bad the ho­

nour to declare in pc;COI1; that I am ready to 

concur with your Excellency i~ any ' enter· 

prize where you found' a probability ,of fue­

cefs ; and rhlt I would rilk 'the {quadran 

whenever YOll , thougbt it advifeable to rifk 

the army. ' ":. • 

,, ' The Robufie is fo Jeaky; I am forced to 

fend her to the yard for reparation;\ and I 

fufpea that her . guns ~nd he:tvy furniture 

nlUfi be taun out to <nable the iliipwrights to 

4 ' e~am jnc 

, 



.. ~ ....... IIIoJ .. _t-. .. pe4ib1 ... 
'Jilt.,.... ...~, dill ';Ild.nge 

-"'I~~~l.JI!if!lo , iilfo ..... " I..... a,.tWo hte 
you iIJ ... val capoocity, .. A"IIuft, 

I ', . ~ .... *i .. will"u .. dy 
is yet impof('tbIe to Conn,a, judgcment upon, 
I. we caDIIot 'If! karl\ the extenl of her de. 
rea.. no. Pruden: wilt, I am confident, he 

ready ia. mIlCh lef .. time; amI fo ,,:ilI all tbe 

"h~ft\ip<, ~ l>a.y~ &WI • dQulrt. 
. . ' ¥fur ~1!<1\<y may reli a(fu~ that 

~.JI'IIite 4>aI1 ~ given. and aHarl.)' as 

\IIfi todcte~ upon tbe day the fqua-

~ bo; lit If> IIAj for I wDuld not with 

, 'WIc ~y .Q\~ lie 1<4" 

NUMBER' VIlI, 

~ .. t./"" .IiMj#;IJ/'$@vll*', £pI" I. Sir 
~ 1W<f".,.,., yJrgitrill, 30 DC. 

~~"''''''',,"''I 
~'(',<:~~WojfAWI'."~ to iaform 

• ";;:""!\rctlkniy,. Ib.t r Ioave been forced to 
!C Slye 
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ton '5 troops a Willi3'mfbur'g '; 
notwitliflanding tfie difpatlt • • 
hue attack'ed tliem in tDe' 01" fie d, w - e 

-Ii: migln have &'~n fi,lt poffibl. Ib; t Fort lie 

1Voukl havefavour<d the gallalltry of tlie lla!td. 

{u! oft,oop' gnder my ommand. ltul.1ieing 

a1fured by yout E:tcdlency's "etl<" tbat ev y 
poffible mel ns WQuiol be tried, by tbe n,avr 

and 



'. 

was now Ill\\~h diminHhed. 
K • "4 



_ ,I 
68 p D 

.f ' (.<l , (uc~.yfll~ defeJlFe, I,~l _fever., in oul t 
{itu~n, .,was perhaps i.rnpp ~~:~:~i~ 
plafe eauip ,only~ be red\:o ~ ao mtre..,?Qhed 

camR, fqbiF.# jn moil: (places 4 t0' , enfi~e ; 

:w.d-the S tou ud jn , gencr.allA d ifadvantageOtl i , 

that .nothing but the neccfiitY ,of fo rtifying it 

a s a paft to proteB:. tbe n aVf)l could have ,indu. 

ced any perCon to ercCt wt!feks upon it:' , , 
, , 

1 " 
'Copy of a Lcll!r from Sir Hen'ry Clinto,;' 10 

Earl Cornru.:aflis, daled 3d November', I 7S T', 
,1 I), 

{This lew::r W:l' 110t produccll i~ t.he H oufe of Lords.~ 

" My Lord, 

I< AFTER the con,'crfation 1 had with 

your LordOlip before 1 (ent your lette r to be 

publifhed, in whicJ) we fe<:med fo pt rfeEtly to 

agree, I mull beg your Lordlhip's purdon fOf 

again . troubling you on th~ fubjett ~\.lt l 

being informed, perhaps o fficioufly . that 

fome people here fllppo[e there are pafiages jn 
, 

\ . 



· , 

~~, Hit l'tlter-:.o.vJlJ?( V~on\'~Y :m ide3' ~th':u you had ,- , 
~!o-1 " qCJl~ by1lnyotdt'r5.1ota1?e dlepofi nf , 
Y>tifl- · ,;l ~thoog t ,",vas no Jour 0\"'11 prefe ­
re,;:,1el;f) tha t 1 0U' had reprHented the de'fW:ls 

of rhe g re und; and ' were detained therc 'cb'n­

tta'f"Y t CJ yohr· 'O\~n j\,dgell1ent;- nnd likc}\'i~ 

tliat I h :ld prornifcd tfl'c exertions of the: navy 

bt:'forc my Jetter of the 24th of September : t 

::\ m pcrfuaded your LordOlip w ill rC:ldily cx­

cufe my requefiing a. m ore (ormal a\'owal of 

your fcntime n ts , -letT: I fhotl td have then m if. 

taken them. Becauft". if 111 :1t fhould un for_ 

nfltt:1y be th ~ cafe. I may perhaps be under 

the necdfity of taking me;J lilrc~ to nbvi:ltc 

your lettcr bcing viewed in the fam e light ill 
~ r . 
Enp)and . 

... 1' 

vi l.OI.: 

oj" 

" I htl\~e the honour, &.: . 
, . 

'4 1 B .. CLINTON ... " 
ul _. I. ~, Ip "r, 



01 

c~ iIt Earf.C.t:1IIIWIIlisls.ul 
(:/inJ •• , Hld.N= rari 

18} 

j'SIR, 

, 

.. YESTERDAY afternoon I was boo 

nour~d with you.-Extellenc,f' letter oC th; 

30th of November. 

" I do not recolleCt: that any cony rfatioR 
pajfed between US the other day, before tb 

publication of my letter, relative to my rea_ 

fa s for takinJ: Ir,ffion of the ,poll. of york 

and Glouccfter. But, in my anfwers to our 

difpatchc" dated the 8th ',!Id lIth 'lf July, d~ , 
reaing me fa pofitively to .po~ef, a harbour 

in the Che&pea}< for line of battle /)tip!. y!!ur 
Excellency will 'fee, that, after finding tha~ 

WOrk, on Point Comfort could not proteil ~ 

paY~1 
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~a"al fQrce in . ampron R~, thought that 

'~Vted in Grill ionc. to our orden by 
, • 0. ~. of ' I t. taKAlt-. .., . 1 t. po. tnought it 

unnm Ty.lift .~ ..... to a minute detail Of'tire, 

d~?o:mtage, of t1ie':~ouiid, ~th.r OIL my 
6t ft e""min«tion of it in the mon~h of Jilpt. 
or on my' return to i.t in Auguft; becaufe, on 

if (.« ~. 

the tirft occafion. as 1 bave already h.d the 

honour of explaining to your 9ceJJ ' cy, I 
did not, after feeing it, entertainfor a moment 
an idea;,r. upying it, not !hinking mylfJf at . 

liberty, by tb. inftru!!ions under, which I then 

. aed. to detaill the greater part of the force in 

Virginia or the puif>ofe of fecuring a harbour 

for '!hips I5f tlieline,' altd, on my feturn to it 
, . 

in AuguG. I tnought it then !>'acme my duty 

to' make the beft ofit I could, ,h~ving no other 

h.i'bOur to ropofe ~n its place. ., 

" I n regard to the promife of th~ exertions 

o£tbenavy~viotl, to your letter of the 24th 

• Of september, 1 tali only repeat what I haa 
• the 



,-
\tie habOVi JWlcdIell<l)l ill 

• • all A • ...... .-/il.b .allr,,*,,~. " 
'Iti\boclt.y porticuJlr4llflNc4i11' 1IJ~:!,'J1:. 
'" ""f"tC that 4aIe all -.~-~ "'It 
IIl1iformly bopel of rolief i a~ mat l.li~ DO 

...... frQ!J!, .",.~th~m.l.!liappo/i: that you 

had loft tigbt of the poffibilil1 Rf. oII<Ctil\t; it., 

Alia t~t, JIQder ,w.' ....... .a.r Ii,iou, ... 
IIctliPn. (did DIlt llUfk that i\ .,QkUW ba,' • 

. beta ja4ljJi.!>l~ itt ... to ....... .cwa ..... 
, ith O)lr lIum,tollS 6dt,:.ulery;. ~ cocl 
{hiPl'~; or If> rijk ad lIdioa....,.. ~Il 
¥"baliility; -w. .. iR~"""'" ..... ~ 
p",dpital~·thI> loIJ i<>f tlicm. 

.. My letta' r..- Y1llOk. 411'"" tbc .... of 

~. was .,ictea II ... '.""'...... f . ' 

NlhI'""",in """,. .... II Q"1I0 it. 
il!rrupttd "" tI 5 MsUfifUlh,.sd I ..... 
....... QI',ihS • ..,. ~ .... ",,,_",,j4fijD 

"I"~ dIotlrJ1l11' Sf 14 ...... ~ 

" G!iItIIu~s~s, 



x. , 
~f"t~ th~"jHold'ct1ots 'th{"l*occ!lled .rI1O'oxrremi,,, 

, ·i~~-J'~.))§ ~~ fi.lr.ren<k~.'lJT '1' II' , ,'J 

.1 V"; 11 ~''''',l,J~ rIQ '{, ~ .~ "l :.l; l;r' &1:)U '. 
o " . na\"e tne honour, c. 

'I ,iU J 111L t.~l JI) ;:11 

,.., Jt .J .f/tlJI) " CO.RNW AU '5." \ ~--,.I' 

1", ,. '{ 

" " 
1:.1 lH " N ~ ,M a E. ~ IX. 

o.py oj tr'L,t/,n jronrSir. Hewr)' Chi,lonlo Ea,' 
..... tJli{'lI".lI'aliisy dal,d N,w rork, u f. and IOlh 

·:rDtctm/Je,-"I7 8r• ,') 

~I This'Ullef ~~ ilQt read in HM libu'fc of Lords.1 
" , 

" 
, 

" ,My Lord 
, ' , 

t' AS y;our' Lordlhip is pJe-<lCcd, tn -your 

iottdrlof.J.th,is <lay, !O re~vert to the circlIm.fian('c 

()j:<YQur quitting Williarp!bu;g Neck "nd rre.r 

paGing: the tjames ~ivcr, fo < j::ontrary ,to' 'he 

i nte.ntioos, rwiilied .. tp expn:fsi in my letters of 
,thea Ilh and.<l,\t1\ .of JUIl', and thof<. referred 

!OoJ;y,belll, and which 1 Ihough\ they \vould 

,have'..ctearlX,explained. Your Lordfhip wi ll, [ 

~(1.rc." forgiv~ I!!~, if 1 .once more repellt that [ 

L .:0 
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am ofopiniop,,ifthofcletter, I"d ~ prepet /", 
Iy underftood by y,eur L<1rd4ip!-X d/ ' 

at leaft ,hal'e he/itated before~u .dopt d that 

meafure. For I humbly prefume ·it wi . ap. ~ 
pear, upon a re-peru(al of them, that it was 

my defi,e to recommend to your LordChip the 

taking a healthy defen fh'e ftatiOll, either at 

WI.Uiamiburg or Yorke; and, after keeping 

what troops you might want for the ample 

defence of fuch a pait, and defulLOry move­

ments by water, to fend me [nch a proportion 

of the corps (mentioned ; o a lift) as you conld 

fpare, taking them in the fucceffion tliey are 

there placed. Y O llf Lordlh ip, on the cOn­

trary, tmderfrood thefe as' comTeying a pofiti ve 
• 

'Order to fend me three thoufand men, (~y 

- which you fay your force would (have been 

reduced to about t wo thoufand four hundred . , 

rank- and file fit for duty ; ~ ha\'ing{ it is 

" p refumed, above 1 SOO fick ;) and waS pleafed 

to ten me, in-yonr anfwer, that you co~ld not, 

_I" 'confinent with my plans, make fafe defenOve 

poft. 
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poGs at York and G1oueefttr, (both of which' 

'would bC neeetrory for the protellion of lbip­

ping;) and tbat you Ihould immediately re­

pm Jame"River, and takemeafures for com· 

plying with my tequifition. 

" I own~ my Lord, that my opinion of the 
obvious rrteanirtg of the letters referred to, 

continues fiill the fame; and I am exceedi.ngly 

forry to find, by the letter you have now 

honoured me with, that it differs fa widely 
(rom your Lordlhip's. It is plain, however, 

we cannot both be in the right. 

" My letter of the II th of J ul y diretls your 

Lordl!.ip to fortify Old Point Comfort, ill 

the mouth of James Ri,,-er, with the intention 

of fecuring Hampton Road, which the Ad­

miral reeommendcg as th~ beft naval ftation, 

and reqllcGod I would occupy. But your 

Lordlhip', letter of the 27th of 1 uly inform. 

me, you had examined Old Point Comfort, 

with the officers of the navy, and the engi­

neers, and tbat you were all of opini~n, a pOll 
1. • ther. 
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ihere " 'ould not anfwc:r the purpofe; alld~ 
that you lhonid, therefore, irt com'pli3nce' 

. . -
with tbe j)tjqi of my orders, {eiz..e Yorlt and -

G1ouceOcr, being the only hnrbOlJf in }.vhicht 

you coo19' hope to he abl,e to give dfetr/(fd 
prolecti(iIJ to line of b:mle fhips . Suppofillg', 

therefore, of cOllrfe, t~at your Lordthip ap- ' 

proved, in every re[pea, o( Y~rk and Glon­

(i,cfier, from the prefereJllce you had thus 

ginn them to the pon I had recommended, 

1 .did "ot .oppofe tb~ choice you had made; 

. huving never l'ecei\'cd the leaft ~ljl.,lt fro;n 

YOll f LorJ(hip that the ground Qf Y or1\ was 

l11'Jfa\'Ourahk, or li:lhle t~ , be enfiladed till 

after yon had capiculatep. 

" \Vitll refpea to your Lordf11ip's having 

.t~en influenced if! )'our conduCt, by the hopes 

of relief, { \;,hidl yon fi,lY was uniformly held 

9ut to 'you in (lll my letters) your L ordlhip 

c,pno' be inknr,blc, 'hat the poHibility of 

c:jr,<i\jng i, "u!l .h,,·e ootidy depended IIpoll 

lh.s: exerliohs 9f the n,avy; which, as 1 was 

not 
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Jlbt at1thorifi:d to ' promifi: .before the '4th ofi 

Sep'll!lllber, 1 am perfuaded your ' Lorda,ip 

will readily :tcknowledge~ that if your letter 

. . of the 20,h Oaoher implies I had done fo be­

fore ..tihat period, the implication cannot be 

fupported by any thing I wrote previous to 

my letter of that date, which you received 

on the 2?th. 

"As, therefore; my letters of the 2d and 

6th of September, which promife only my 

owo exertions, did not reach your Lordihip 

bdure ,be 13th and 14tlj of that month, :m1 

you did not be.fore then know of Sir Samuel 

Hood's arrival, or of Mr. Graves~s having 

more than fc\'cn fail -of the line to rombat 

-Monfitnr De Gr"aiIe's force, which on the 

29th of Augllft you bad l;card confined of at 

Jeafi twenty-five f.'Iil of the line; your Lord-' 

Ihip confequently could na\'c no hopes of re­

lief before that tIme. And with refpea - to 

your efcape to New-York~ imm~di3.tely OQ 

the arri\'al of Geoer .. l \V' iiihington"'s tr~ ~f . , 
W iIli'Ullburg, 



,8 A P PEN D I X. : . 
• 

Williamlburg, which your letter of the zoth · 

of OCl:ober implies you were prevented frQm 

undertaking. by the rt:ceipt of Il' e of the 

24th of September; I muft beg leave to ob­

fervet that if it bad been ever praaicable 

after the time your Lordlhip mentions (which 

I am free to own I do not think it was) it 

muft have been between that period and the 

time of the enemy's force appearing before 

Jour lin·es. It may , thertfore, be pre[umed, 

you could not have been prevented by any 

thing I [aid in that letter, as you did not ie .. 

ceive it until after the latter event took place. 

But I readily admit, my Lord, that nonc' of 

my letters could give you the leafi rC3fon to 

fllppofe that an attempt would not be made to 

. fucconr you. 
• 

+- u Y OUf Lordfhip wi1l, lain perfuaded, .rifo 

forgive me, if I again t ake notice of the too 

iwfitive manner in which you arc pleafed ·to 

fpeak of the opinion I ga· .. e you, about the 

£ailing of the fleet; as my word:; were, " there 

• '"1 ... 1: J!l is 
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.. is ,every reafon to hope we (hall fiart from 

" hence ahout the 5th of 0 8:ober." And in 

my letter of the next day, for {etiT that 

!hould appear too pofitive, I fay, "It is fup.' 

" pofed the neceftilrY replies of the fleet will 

" detain lIS here to the sth of next month; 

" and your LordChip muf\: be fenfiblc that un. 

u forefeen 3i:cidcl\tS may le~.then. it out a day 

.u or two longer." 

\Vi th regatd to entr:tnching tools, the want 

of which YOUT L ordfhip fa much complains ; 

of, 1 can only fay, that by the: returns made 

to me by the Adjut:mt.general, it appear:; that 

two thoufand five hundred had breD fent to the 
•• 

Cbefapeak by the Engineer, finee General 

Po.mold's expedition, inc.1ullve; and that the 

fidt moment a requifition \vas made for more, 

(which was not before the l 3d of Augufl) I . . . 
ordered an additional fupply to be fent, 'Y.hich 

• • 
were prevented from going, by the arri~al of 

the French fleet. I own, however, tha;t i.. Was 

not at that time Ytry llneafy on this {core, 35 

1 fup-



, 
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I CJPpofed it pomble for your L ordfllip to 

have colleCled 'a fufficiency from the neigh . 

belllTing pla ntations any time before the in: 

"dliture was oogun . 

.. Derember 10. -I had wrotc thus far , 

my L ord, immediately after the rr-ct:ip t Of )' Ollf 

Lordihip's letth of the l-d in!bnt. But C?I1-
fidtri ng that it was paffible. YO ll might ilOt . . 
ha \-e adverted to the ir.1plications, w hirh your 

letter of the 20 th of 08:ober m:ly be thought 

to bear, from the grea t agitation of mind and 

hurry 'in wh(ch you tell me ·it- w.as wri(un, I 

was lIhwi1'ling " 0 give you ut th <l t time more 

:rouble on tht fubjc:l:'{:':'" in the honea h-op~ 
that your Lordfhip's c<l ndouc \\ in induce you 

mon 'formally to dira vow your haying a'ny 

'filch intentions by writing that lcw:r, in c~tt! 
• " ou fifld, GIl your :nri\'al infllg)an~, t ~~t . , , 

~ .. H ~1 . , t ~ t , . ,)1 '4.~" 
,the p31lages' of I (wlncn nCl ~'e taken notl t'c 

00 are ' undedlood as I rurpkr-;rl~Y;uay hr 
• ., • ,.I; 

A nd I theref6re' in'tended to' h:n"c [tnt tf1is 

1cncr to a friend to be ddi\'e~ t' d' to' you 'in ' 

2 Loudon, 



• 
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t.-lon; bat a .... "C.~dcrl. ,.r l.iter of 
tI.. sd inftaat, (which Ihl"" ".. _lcifury: 

• • 
to do /iiii:e "y puIllic difpatcbos,.... dokd) 
hm of amion, that it is propnv y ..... .l.o{,J. 
fuip Oiould receive my anew .. to it he .. . 

n 1 bav. tbe honour. ~ • 

(Signed) .. H. CLINTON. 
• 

, . S. Havillg for~ot to fpeak til the part 

<i yollr Lordthip" letter of the 2d inftant. 

where you uy. 'I do not recoUea that "'1 
• cODvufatioli paffed between us tb."tbcr day. 
• befo~ the publicatio)1 of llly kt~. rdativ. 

• te air -... lOr !'Ioiil!J 1"'Holl of t'" 
• th. 1"'~' pC ¥lIIk,and GlpW;dlcr; 1 bea" 
leave to do it here: 

"It is true. my Lord. 1\0 ,"",ver1iltioll 
paired from your LordJhip <Ill that fu.Rjea.. 
But w~ ia I\Ie CQIlY<Pa~ion al1~d~ to, I 
mentiow.d lUll b,a4 diRaC!l10u to ull!lll.oe 
Old Pow Comf~ IIIIIi "ttlfy it, btI~ Il!.r. 
diCapPIOYUIg o{tba&~'lov.. had IiWoW lCQrl<. 

M · and 
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and that tberefore Y O[ 

J.h 
a. your Lordthip~ 

preference ; as 1.0 were. pleaf~ riot to malGe 
.~ .Ot1J I1'rr tU 1 ;'J 

\lie ~qy anfwer.) took 't for granted you 
(I :tIl J;\IV 1I)f1' I 

.. g~G"d. wi'h me ' ' 
" 0. ~ ""( , . It>ld'~I<N'rr.o N. 

u [.~ehtenarit.general J~ "l":u1J 
u E.1rl Gornwal~is ~t T 1 I 

I ' 
NU ~ B J;) R 'IX. -'.T' 

• • J n . " 
E,'trttlJ of a Leiter from Sir Hmry Clintoft; 10 

• < .< , 
L orti George Germdfne, daleo JJccembir 3, 

• 1 It 'Y. 
1781 • 4 -
.. Y O U R LoiJlfuip will ,bave received 

in my'Difpatch. No. 146. the COBid of Lord 

Oornwallis's letter to me of tbe . dth "L Oc­

tober. his capitulation for the ~bfts ofYbrk 

and Glollcefier. and tbe otper pa\i<rs w~ich 

accompanied i,i. But your Lofdfuip will per- • 

ceive, that I declined making atiy remark! 

upon his letter until I f.1w his LortHhip; khow­
ing that iny wbole corrtfpondence )vith hini 

> 

being in your. Lordlliip's pofI'effion. every 

thing whicll wanied explanation Eould readily 

be 
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be cleared up. H is Lold!hip having arrivec! • 

J ~'II " • • 
here on the 19:th u timo, 1 ave had fe\leral 

llJ:-r lot h . o J ~\ ., • 
~on'9'erfatlons With 111m; and) h e Qw"' tne 

honoll~li . lo[.,! for your rtthip'~ infOr­

mation, the cop'y of a fetter I wrote bini on 

the [ubjeCt, with his Lordlhip's anfwer.' 

4' I perceive by Lorq jOornwallis!s letter of 

the 20th of Ottobe" that his opinion of the 
.' • • l: 

peft of ~ork is very unfavouraBle; ahd Ihe 

fince telh me~ that he docs not think the 

enemy will be able to make a {hong onel of it. 

H i d"'is FlOrdlhip, however, /nOt been 10 very 

dJcided in his fentiments' of the ~poft, all the 

3ccounts I had ever beforeJ'eceived of the fitu­

arion a~·d defenfibility of the ground would, 

I confefsr have' inclined. me to· have jthougll~ ' 
well of it 11 l' J • < • 

t!b:rb ... , 

~ U M-
• 

• 
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Copy,".! aq Dtfu~ fro I lr .. ry Clinton, la, 

., liAra''(}tol" .. I' GWmpr , J;r,'li 'j)ec:'ber 6, 
" _L. _I, f 

8 d1 Id 1'1 ~IYVfJl f f) "! 

17 OCI \ 
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' ~ My Lord, ,I: I I' J . , . 
I 'f' .u I have Co often had 'the honour 0 deliver"!" . , . 

~llg the fame fentimen r to yot:r ~rdfhip, 
that I mull beg your pardon fl'lr 'gain tioubling 

J 
you .w;th the repetition,. that 1 have ever beer. ,', 
of opinion that ol"'ration Ihould not be IJhdet· 

t ken in the Chef apeak, witliont haVihg ~ 
na 1 fuperiority ·in th~fe teas i ttrtd to.,1 the , . 
wP!1~ of it, and perhaps to ~~~t alohe, a~\ we 

.1. 
tq impute qur late misfortql'!~jq 'thal quar .. 

• , II 

ter. Thererore, when I di8 myfelfthe ho oue 
. '" I 

of fending you a copy of 'Lord ... ttR~nw~mS'$ 
letter ..to me of the .oth' of Oaober, Idid not 

"h . 
think it necelfary to trouble your Lordlhip, , . 
with apy remarks upon fome palfages of it, 

which might feem to imply, that' his 'Lord­

Ihip 
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ih'P·b':.d bee!> foue\! .lib i b'<!d poft by my 

orders, notw~nping he had Ilprefentcd iu 

defeEts, .land had bten indua:d, to remllin Jllere - . " .' ,. \ " 

conl't.try lto hi. jllagment by the pofiti ••• tru-
ranees l. had tiVJ'D. him of relief ; efpttially as 

yqu, Lordlhip was pQtretred of our correfpon­

dence, which could in tq-e fllll c:fi .manner in· " . j, ~ .-
llalidate c\'err, im.plic~on'Qf tba fort, and I 

. . 
\\I i ~c:d t? ~a:vS at!, oppo~tunity of fpeaking to 

Lord Cornw~li. before ,1 Jai!l an)' thing on 
.. " I. ~ • , I 

fa delicate ~ rui?jeql;,~ I.J" J , . . 
H Since Lord Con~wall j s's arrival beret, 
.~ {. ' 4 

have had a e:ood deal of ,collverfation wi.th is 
\ " f" Lordlhll' upon th i! plIfipefs ;, by which; and 
• ... 4- /.J 

by the anfwer he has (ent me" to a· lencr I 
... , f I 'f f. I ' • 

wrote him thereoq. (copIes of yhich are ill .. 
clore,h 'it ~pPFa:s, tha~. his Lordfhip admits 
. ( .rll ~ . 
this was not the cafe. But as I..,ord CornwfI.t· 

< ' 
lis's. difavowal ii not fa explicit and direB: in 

ilil )erter, as I cou~d wiili-, and I think jufiice 
'1 

~o my charatler re "ir .. , I beg your Lord-

jhip--; a' tc:ntion 't~ the ronowing obfer;<ltions ; 
which 
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wbiclll bope1:be'&nxietyl1'.:Ja!llli'1l*,raJly reel 
on this" ~.fio.;.'W:i1l plead my 'CJ[Cufe for 

lroubliriiryo\t"";\h; :tbough tbeyfmay·not be· 

necefi'ary to vlnili~e mnVith:ynur, Lord{hi~. 

who is ",,!ready fo: competent:tO judge • 

• I am pc.fuade'd that it 'will-.ppear by 

' my letters , to Loid Cornwalli. of the> lth 

.nd 15th of June, and , thoR: referred to by. 

thein, that I reeom-mended -hi'S takiDg a 

healthy, defenll.e ltation, either at Williamr. 

burg, or York; and defire3 that, after keep. 

~ what troops he might want for ifs molt 

• .)ple aefence ana defultory mO\'eme~ts by 

\Vater, his I Lordlhip would fend me .:fuc-h a 
proportion of the corps '(mentioned in a lift) 

, . 
us he could [pare, taking them ;n the' fuc, 

coffion iney are there placed: ' aut hi. Lord, 

-fuip, on ' the contrary.- u'nde;-ftandin~ tha~ 
' thefe !etferS conveyed a 'pOlltive ordc!r to fend 

• m .. rr>re;' tboufand men, (DY wbich h~ fays 

lJis-fdrce would have been reduced \p ,aboul 

two 
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two tholifand four hundred rank"and file fit for • 
duty, having pOobaID'y'",uhat.timq;n~mer9u, 

lick) %oId> mc' i his loafw;.. ~Jhe could 

. nof,- onfiftentJ wilho my pJaqst~mnke "fafe 

de~ftli.e poft. at..;Y ork a!,dJ8Ioucidter, (both 

which woUld be lIlCCdfary, for ·,the. ' protellio.n 

.of /hipping) . and tqat he fboqld immediately 

repaf. IJ ame!7ltiv~{ • ..an_d take pteafure, fur 

complying' wilh my requifition. Finding, . . . 
therefore, that hi,- Lordlhi,p had fo entirely 

mifconceivc:d~ my intentionsl 1 ,immediately 

C'Onf~lted witb. Rear Admiral Grave, UpOll 

the ,cubjea of his letter; and the Ad,' al 

being of opinioll that a na~al ftatio in 

enefapeak fur' laq;e lhips was .bfolut<ly re· 

quillte, and tbat HalDpton Road appeared 

to be the fitteft for the purpofe, 1 defired 

his Lordlhip, at the Admiral's requell, to exa­

mine Old Point Comfort in tbe mouth of • 

J~' River, and fortify it, upon the fup­

.polltion that a work there would fecnre that 
harbour ; 
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, hnrbour; and , iLhiS,Lardfu;p.~iought i! poll 

'Il Yark n=lUrr to _c()\'.r Old !liDt Com. 

{ort~ he .oW;" •• llbtrLJi I to i take, ' hat ~UO. 
,. , ,.. ' I 

This order I'Vas fent to Lotd Cornwallis , , 
in my, k~ter 'QC the~ ,J~ th''''£ rJul ra nd hi' 

J.ord(hip' ,"rl<~r \0 jt'ti, datedth., '7th ; 

,"""rp nl he jnfor'an. ~. ,tn.I q~~iqg~ .. x •• 

milled Ol~ }'oint 'Comfort with the CQP' 

tain'pf tho King's fhi~, and tbe .,ngjnee(s. 

, • .od being .11 ·01'- '1PiniO;>D II> po:ft tbere rwcuJd 

not anfwer t110 purport" be (hould, in compli­

ance with the Cpirit of m)< orders. ! fei t'" yo{k 

and GJow:eller. b,ing .the only harbour irt 
• 

which he conld hope to be able to give of· 
fe~llal protetlion to line of battle fuii!' . 

Copi« 'of thefe letters are inclofe4 for your . -
Lordfuip to refer' to; and (trull it will ap' 

pear from t)lern ; that the poll .t York WA. 

f;. in th is in fiance. entirely his Lordihip's cpoice' 
But ne,-er having recti ved any reprefentariOn 

{rem his LordJhip. by which I could ba.e 
I the _ 
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the Jeaft conception he thought tbe ground 

~ifadyantageous ' and uble to enfilade, (as 

. ftated in' hii Jetter of the ~olho of Oaober) 

'and, fupp"fing from ~he preference his Lord­

' p,ip had 0 thus given it 0 tbe o~e i had reo 

!'ommendtd, that ·he fullfapp'roved of York 

and GJoucefter, I own I did r.\)t oppofe , hi. 

laying bold elf them, as I could not enter­

-taln the '{malleft doubt of ,th~ir being defen­

libie, and fuch a poft as I had told hi. 

Lo dthip I wanted. And, indeed, If hIS Lord­

lhip-;had ,not now informed me that it \V~s a 
• had one, the .. gernefs with which I under-

{land tbe French have fince feizedand are for ... . . . . 

\ifying it, wouldi inc.linc. mr: ftill to thirik , 
well of it. o , 

- .. With refpelt to his Lord!hip baving 

been inlluen,ced in hi. condna by the hopes' . 

of relief, (which he i. pleafed to fay J uni­

formly held out to him in all my letters),hi, 

Lc;d1hip could not be infenfible that the pof-

N libility 
• 
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fibi\itv of elf.SUn .. 't mult ve entil-ely de; . ),1 . ~ Q .l.... ~ _ , 

pcnded· . .upo" the~ exer 'om of t~, . I . whi~hl 
as J 1\~' aS, not authqri r.edllto pr,Aomife hj . bea 
fore tb~ council of (,wa~ h I o1Yt~ '::.~t? of 

~ . ,.,. " 
September,- J am per(uagOO lPtt \h< iinplica-
tion liu his 'Lo.,lipip's lett~r .. !l;at I ~;ad P,!,S 
fo Wore that period" C')100t be, ("ppotted (iJ 
ipdero hls Lordthip now(l feems fo ;ckho'\vl 

ledge) by 'aoy ,thingd wrot~ to-thim, pre\fO~'1 
td my Jetter ~f" thlt date, whii:h he r~'ceiv~ci 

• 4! • ~ 

on the .19th. As, h hrreforer my letters ibf 
, . 

ih ... d an<\ 6th of Septemb r, '\vhich proll\ife 

only my' own exertions, did } not readls hi ' . ' 

LorMhip ' before I the 13tH and ,'4th" of that 
, ',,, A 

month, and' he 'did 'not beftir1,.'-fhhl''''krlo\'' of 
, . - .' 

Sir 5. Hood'"§ arrival, dr th :1t Admi~l'C3rav'es 
) p. , . j t ~ 

haa morc than ft:\lc{1' fal l of the Jine 'to com-

~ bat Monfie'ur c1e 'Gtaffc;:'s fo~c~. whore arrrta ~ 
, .. 

l't'" a)lpear fr ~, hI! ' Lordfhip" el\ers, he 
n ,. . I 4 ( ", -
Knew of on the 29t1\. .() AllgUft, and fiT-
pofed h m be -twfllty-five r~j ;g the line, 
~ . . his 
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his Lordfhw confequently did not Tecei~c . . , 

from m~ allyoopes of rc1 ief, be'fore that ti me. 

,( Wit~. re'gard to bis" 'Lora{hip's efta'pli 
to N'e~ ~York,~ iml1,.1ediat'elyr ad the arrival 

'l.f Oeneral W.lIlington's t roop' at "Vilfiamf­

burg; ~hich hisJ lttt~r of the 20th of 'Claoher , , 

iPlplies-< hJ -was prevented .from und~rtaklng 
• • 

by the reecipt-of lnitre of the 24th of Sept. 

\.. .cannot help_ bc1ng of opinlon. that:l re: 

iieat .afte.t Mr. Wfg{h-ington ,joined, was im· • • 
praCticable, rand that it \"\a5 at no ~ti1De u> be 

etfeaed to the northward, for r~afons which . , 
I ga vc pis Lordfhip. But had it been ever 

po/fible, after <he lime: his L-orp{hip ,mo,,­

clODS! it mu ll. I thiqk, have beep ... bet~vcen 

teat Eeliod~nld-lhC1 lime pi ~he enemyt~1 f9ree 
~reien5inJ; !t{elf ,Refore ,th~ , lines '{f I Y prJ< ; 
and it is c n~eqtlentl;Yl prefumable, his Lord. 
(hip was n6t pm'enled' by)' ally' th 'llg I faid " 

.. ... 1 ' - j . I-

i!1 thar-letter, as he ~cknowjejdges .he did ,not 

r~cei~e it ~l1til ~fter the latter I event IfO(lk 

place. , 13 t"! readily,.'dmit, my , L<\l:d .. tba t : 

) Nz none , 
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none of my letter,,"cpuld give hi. ~ihip 

• the leaa.J.e.fon ,~" l fQl'p9Je !t a~J~D a~t<:mpt 
'. , 

'you!d 1lf/t.)lC mac\e,Jo fw:cour hil)!, tbough, 

I ' mulleonfefs, I thip)< hi'i, Lo(<l1hi fpeaks , 
in his .letter rother tQPTpoGdve\y of.:thc upi-' 

ni~9. I. ~\te in mine;, .. )lS1 t9 the ~'!!le of the' 

fleet's ;faili gl , MY1 \fords being, }f 1J'here js t . ' 

• ev~ryn teafon to hope w~"(halJ 1lart :from r 
• • hence abou~ the , 5Jh pf..Q£\ ber,' oo..Aqd 

len even that: fhollld be ,thoJlgh,t, p.Qiiti\5e. 

1 the next. ]lilY tpld jJit1)." • t h~tMl1nforefeen 

• ~ccidents may , 1~J1~h~n it .qpt .. &)1 tOr 

.. two longe;.· ~ rt1 "n":.. :'! bm: .," j 

, ." Tile oom~laint , his Lordihip\llakes. of , 

the ' want. of !ntrencpiyg , t<1OI~...., l ~ can only 

anfwer,', by {'Mi'1cg,' ~h!fil i.t @Ppe¥1 !fro!ll't~ 

Adjllt'JlI·gencral's ,retgf!1> ' to l l)!e,~llu, two , 
th ufand five. pqnd£e9 .. p- l!(~n feQ~ br tbe 

~ 

engineer to til< Chefapepk • witp t e, ditli r,J1,t 
, .- , ' 

exped~tians, /ince th~ one c~lJl91a:Oded ,1'1,. -! 

.G9'er:p Arnold inclofive'; ~nd !he. firn mo-
, . 

ment VCfluifitroD,was madeJqr 1Iiofe, {which, 

was 
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was" .not pefdre! Itis 'Jliordfhipis 'letter of tbe 

2'1d br A ugufl» ~ ¢tdefed an adaltion.! furl 
, ply, to be fenr, whieN 'Wete 'ptevenWl frdm 

going by he artival of;;tb French flat. 
But I mn uYjn, 1ft I~'ordt' that I \VBS not 

,then vert "neafy on this fcore. as I 'fl. ere'd 
l11'yfelf . if w:iS poffible"lbr 1Iils .Lotdlhip fo 

have colleCle\l what h8'c wan'tea from ' tbe , . 
ncighbouFin~ ptant'3rions1any time btfdre 'tne , , 
in,vefiifilre was hegb. ' ~ - I 

c·, No mao, my Lelld, c3'n feel more ft:nfibly 
than kdid for the uhha~pYfituatidh of Lord 

Cornw'lllis and his, gallant army; whofe mel 
tiioriou "concJucfi,' fplrir, a'nB z!~1, on :ill oC. 
cafibn., 'mull' heightrn our 'ankiety alld (bn-

• 
cet.rl1flrr"their Iltefent fate' ; and tbei'efo~e as ' 

bi,,;,Lot!dlhlp"i~ p!eafed to tell me that his 

Iefief lit IMlz"thi of Oaoher was 'writ/eli 

, undeI' great igitatioh bf mind) and in great 
hurJ.y, h'icl\ mightl poffibtY"h:1~e prevented ~ 
his adverting to the implications \vhiclt it 
m.y he thol1gbY to hear, I dhD'Ot, at prefent, • 

wi'" 

• 
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~.i{h to give his ordfhip more trophle 9n 

the (ubjell, altho~gh bis anCw; r of ,tbe .d 

inllant is not Co explicitly f ti rJaor): as.I 

expcaed it would have been; fo I if. th~ ' 
,~ . )' I. ,1 ~ 

pafi"ages in that letter, w11iCh I hflv taken 
.. ',{' 1 -, " 

, notice of, fhould be- und rllood in ~I!rope 

in any refpeCt to my prejudjc~, l~ canno~ · 
~ . 

doubLhis L!,rd teip will hay t~ ndour enongh 

moll formllly to .diflvo v his h in!!, 
" ,t It 'f.!' q 

{uch intentions. But if is L ord iW CQn-
-: • f .. • 

• 

tnry to m)' exeoellationn fhall not be ,iJ},r 
, n , ll l 

elined to do fo, I mull be oblig<;d, ~num 
i j ~.J 'tit.J 

reIullantly,- 'Noll earneftly to . e\l Il ou~ 

!-ord~ip to render me th" juf!.i.ce, (~cjl. , 
I am ,perCu.dod you tbi k I defeive,) by pub., 

lifhing tbis I tter. ' • U1 ,. 

'.; • fJ niJ 
, I have tbe honour/ &c. • 

.1 
, , 

.. H. CLlNTOl>l," 

" 

NU M· 
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, 
x. 

" . ~ .. ,1" 
ExlraC! from Si'Jf. eliniop's InjlruC!iollS- 10 

'Major.'f1eJrrnl'hilips, ,'daled March 10; 
C "~ 8c . ! J( t (;... t ,.~ I 

fJI J' ... ' ~ t' " • 
., 

· :;'·' 'IF· t~e Aam'ral difapproving of P~rtf-. " 

tfiobtH, Nlia requirii;g ii tortified 'ftation for 

large IHl 'irl t e 'Chefapeak, ihould' prppofe 

Ybrl<T6wn, Or Ofd"Poinrdmfort, "if p'of. 

1Hfion 'ofheiilier- can :::t:)~ llacquired and milin-. 
--, d f_~"!L , .J "'II<' 1< r ~.I , talne ';'Vltnou~ great fl or OlS, you are 

. .. ' I ' ~ 

at li l!etty to,'ihk~ ' polfcffion ' iJereof. ~ But·i£' 
the IIbjeaio',s are fucll ii you think forcible, 

you mllft; afur ft.ting ,hofe objecl.ions. de-- . , 
d ine it tiJl' folid operation'l take , place In 

... ~'\,-J"'. ' 
th~ Chef.peak." • . , I 

I . ' 

ExlrnCl 
• 



" 

II ~ the"Gl0'l!l"~ ,[1M., f D ot 

:1,.440' foeDJ ilolified, '. ,r ~, P.9Jl 
I.ldrs4''''.folt~ th,~~~~ovc. £, .~ 

: &x, .gaina~t. itjoay DOt ,be p~lqo a~-

t~mpt ' i't, in jj)~ c"" fOlDfthiagflll'iy. ,pof.' 

flbly be !1pnt 'It. Old PoiDt Co'lill>!t to ve.r 

~~ lb~, lying 1ri .li@mptOQ. flIiIc!" wbl/: is 

ied<PDcd.ll g~,one. 4/ pciljl c~. ~ f~­
~!IU!I, WC'I!IJlI\ ,C:OIli.en( Pl!rl! , 'th~-

< 

ing tbe 'C~efapW<. 'wit,!> friP'IIJ _ ~ 

armed vdfet.. wh~ ·wiij- ~lw..JY jind 

~ rity againA: a fuperiOr bam for<F ill, 
• 

beth lI,iver," 

-- , , 
N 'U t4-
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N U M B E R XI. Vide p. 7· I. IS. 

ExtraS from Sir Iltnry Clin)on's Leiters' t. 
, Lord George G""lIZin. 

OCTOBER 30, ' 780. ..! lhall in a few 

day. fead to 'Charles·lown, all' iht m:ruits 

beloncin, to the fouthern 'rmr, which will 

be about eight hundred. And then, includ-
• 

ing the corps under Gen<nl Lc:fiie, Lord 

Cornwallis will have full I 1306 dfdlive 

rank and file under his orders. , 
April 5th, t 7 ~i. .. After tpe reduaioil 

of Charles-town, Lord Cornwallis informed 

me, that he thought the force. I left with him 

fully competent to the defence.of South, and 

moft pr",",hly the redu8 ion of North Caro­

lin.. .! , had, therefore, at tbat time no other 

intallion~threat.ned 'as we w~ by the n· 
peaed arrival of a Frt~(h fleet and army in • 

Rhode-Uland) thaD to knd an expedition in. 

ID Cb.lir.ptAk, merely by way of maki., a 
o . . tIl". __ 



- . 
• • 
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• 

d i ver~ ~ bis / ~0'fih~"sr~'f?r~ \ ~til wore 

{olid OF.9tiop Jnight "'l!~ ' p,l ~e~l.. !>ich 
Q\ .,,, " . ,'\ 1\ "· . \ 1- ~"L 

was ... l) hope Jtha aaequ~r- rcUffo?cements 

from Eu(opc. wbufa; h«~~;e:,abJl '~eI to lln­

d~rtalte .~I:)'T\ in the I l'rej(:l),t~ lIf.!r.1'! JW9Qls, ! 

hpWM .... !'.~, ·",!)¥,qc\jng. t!Jg ~IY :rMti9'lih 
eK!ili91\! •• \\thj~h.> ""~I'I . Pl ~d}: .,t><;:~¥Rn .;11-' . ' 
tLf~1.p~d Q:/rp)'fo'lIis's . ~~o!\, IOA.\@ ~ 
ts ~ak,e) i. N~r'y ,{~r ..jl',nn jQ!~ ~h~ ¥~ 
I p.~ 6:p ~ ~.,cf'J\<ak 1(II),th G~<aP;\ I$-e,l1i.c.; 
(,ng. wi>i,h l)};~c;l pUll und~r" hi!! I:.OfPillip-a' 

'¥.~1!.,t9 a. MlIrer . cO-QEoqtiop j'.\l<iQg, 

t!>s~Of~, Pill <j;fi'04S tQ liNIUe g po!(,.!n 
tk.~ ~'Il' t'l cor~ the ~i'1Il'! , f~~' wh,ic~ 

'l},;ru.\ ~.~I)g there; wli. '~ t)I~,fun~ ~ 
,yiili\tJ1Il to giv Loq! C"l:1I' @,l~ eve affiAA 
>fce' '!' t 9_we~; l [eqs .thidiiif ~no . .m-t 
II .1 ~I)t, ;llMe h~l q~~<A"..of f\!igWin 

'l!/i r~\ Id; ~,I\i.\:\>. ~ tlwqgl1 0911<1. 098, 

tiSz: . • !1IA",,.:me ""iib ~ tpJltt 

*''i~ 'w <! wiJ). I dotMIJ 'lilt, !b-iI; • godcq 
~~ movemhltt .o the army 1n Caro-

h lin:t. 



)(to , . 
1i!'~ . ' p~_l W (hihg~Q/ti havi!lgfdet.chcq 

_,-body, o{f/ltr"-0p$ltp thl' fo ,u;\tl+'ard' .n4 th'e 

r. F ~IjaMlg <:m».~rW jf\.~ l)ei~ ed, .no­

the!. fre!ll tlJ!ii, II'y. .$.I,lbode>ig.ntl, " itl) 

f n. ' flnl~t'n$ "j"ter»ioo ~Qf.J int.en:uR!iug our· 
.oJl<~4tiRq. i~d6irgiei~ 3n.d' ,m, ~rQlip.'; 

1 w~, indl1.~d 0. fena. to the Chefa~3k ano,- ~ 
,. r .. • 

~h( ~ it' - Ellra n; pfiQFipaUj ft~mkI\e' 

slit"19~PFmY~I"i!w."'rMai'!~ g1"" .... 1 PpiI- ' 
).ipf. . · . ~il tQd'.~ fe, "".1 detacbmep'1," ypil{ 

,~",d,(\1AB w,iJ! !l<J~y' "r~ ~in$'> 9#t \t,it\1 
.~r ij',J afotUl (j)\.l,.or~_Cornwal~~. _ ~ut" '1'" 
.G'lIleral: W.fhillgton's Jetter to 1:-1r. ,HarriJQp 

.(a ,(OP), of }Vhich your 40rdlhip wjJl fee'~ 

amonsl\ ~be ,intera;pt; d le\tm illcloli;d) ,inf­

JJ1at~ .. tbat~ thore wijl'riot, lifi, 0pp'dfed tQijlis' . 

(Lor . ~~ above tWf .bl;mfmd ¢qntinerlt4is .... 
jillare ~'" 'ilern:r.4qreen J",~,\:jtq jlin'. be­

Jar ; I {lIm .j ~Q ' hope tthat, : .. H~ his 

L ord ' 11 bas eftabli~ him{dfli~ . ~Jt~"'" 
<;a Ii , a; \'ecYJ "9n~<l'3 l~ ,P."rtiob 9f\his 

rar"'l1."" v be.,ji>iq:jI • .to atr"nJ~Jl c,\\" ,ying i»~ 
. {'"d" 0 • execution 
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G aWnIjl/1i~ f«.i her~~:ib"'" a Lord 

rii ~I ap lil. "'<co .prap 'f<" or lbe 
~!\\I\e o""f~a~lBf<lbol\ ~;fo';nd>"rallj­
~ e dft1l'ote tTIIJM"cftRgnOd :inlltaccxlDlingly 

a.n I t<r'MajpYfgbferalt i>lIillip.,nin ,(Orne 
'{ 0;' ion.' ' hoU wiIHI.hInlMori:: 'bit,de. 
to hI I. 'Ilo;<ll<>'lq bua .!til b.oubol Jm}"1f 

a:>a:·u f .~' a empl ,,{~rtflhe fdl'fslin the,bigh 

'·ll~an ,dljj/:I1I! II ,t o:Fm"hue "dl,lib&ati be 
,,;j 1 . ' , 'r "I 01., ' lL" , , "'. I • t o ugn 3a \"lleaO c, anu nornlbg' u: Ouer-!i In 

itt, ' :11' - 1 4b\ . 'r = M IS q a pr loa y remlor\.'C' a-

• )0 -gtn P jlllF , -.ria d,f a: -hi I~ c;rry 
ch o'petalio.-:· llh n't1mclh" E"ffc'thklly 

'lUG av rjr lifho{("Jdl Lordl~or~l\vaH ,1 uniil ,£Orne 
;)""1'" '''etl rtil L" ~ ' " .-d pac n IX aeterMmea il~ lO toe ampcngn. 
"",[ ~r, unill BMw"il, brdthip j lfucceli,l the 

.""! f8 ~e he cs , '1'l",ft~","'ce>lOfil~ fp:i",,~om 
.' " ar i1ln~~' and tlie--t2rtliln!:y' b~,th.(.1'lival 

.. he 'fti ~glm t$~qn~teilacd ~ . '·in Ofc.t us, 

.)}"-li W'.iJ Q, lmtof!iS e ~ d~iae'lfinJtnytJpoo il. 

Your Lordfhip will, howe"er, fet'",. in­

e10red opinjom, what were be operation. J 
.,H hac!' 

" 

• 
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• 
f had plal\..d! ""<fh~fuitg camp igo. _U),qD 
• the fllpp'l>6poq. tha ·LllnL.GPrIlWJl!I: J!f­

ceede<Lniml the ~Iina .•• <jIq!1.lb)Vi':!. !}.'11,~" 0 

fpal .. ... ooUfide\6hl f!;e li"p.~ ru~" Jtli 
• the "'n,tbobfj{iid·rlD<nl,!l~qp.!'j).e~.l oul ot 

• ave :hacLdl du~ti "f 1L~!S. ,.Jl,u,t,·i o!l'y 
prefent reduced ftate and profp;8s .~ e, ot 

, flat td: myftlf wllb,aqy.' ,qk!'9-i ,the f ... eneb 

,.j 1houlHlilHie ,.irif9n:eq. YOllr Lordlhio 'II; 
- , p '0 11.Il e ft.£; • 

" ~~m ¥l"f~~«!, JUJlge 0 L " 19ono t?it be 
r t V9) -rif cal. \:(F9f'f"viW ega(d tOtlo~r efforts - ,~. l' t· .... p l.i.hJ 

. ..., in ) th~ rCbC(3oealr" "yonr,!, rdfui knows 
• ~ ~.,"JI r. ... (<or , •• "'or 

IJ\oW1DlIc\l .,thei r lIcc, f, and even. the fafety 
Y , T . '1 .., I 1 lJ no 

Of(t~· arm me ' t tbpre, \ iI de.v;nd uoon.our 
•. ~. '1'; l' jJ 1£.;O 1,/' )/.t 

~j,. "Qg , dj:eide4 'n ... . a~ fUReriority in ,tbde 
• I un '!. ~ _ J I, J CH •• q: 

.,f fel!; _" cd.>l. , Ib "'"Ie. an do, ub • that 
f -I,,' ' ~ n l tr ~ t n: .1U 

rT n ~V;l Effc;a}1ti,W\ ~i~l J>e tak;'~"J t,! f gi me, 

! OJ J~~. ~iPl<,ly • qce c( t~ cRn\r~~ (Jleing 
~ljsl:Yl>\ ,h!llBf8 ' ps •• Il'JJ '!\\'f',anes, ~ lIeb" 

• • J1v~'J nYJ;i15 ,~ '1l • J.w& ',US,, nfe • 

• "!Sq.1 ."""·"",I,.U.,, qllllbc ',U,''{' 
.1 /''''1'> ,dJ 'UII wIll , •• nimp b,1ol> 

. Tbe 
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: '4tYe ... r~j~fofcqmept :)1. ~ 'ed ~ry ~v~ 
~mly .1):.' ., j d I '.\1 e bi r )y. ad<~ u;; r 
fa l ,'ferf1.cf' r ' o7,irc ' ;'"., I ni'oll 'fincerelx 

' . .k r\ t"' . it ' If.. .~ 
w, ilb . it ~l~d .", ' "'uQ lbte .to h e fent it in 

~ ..- • ....1 .I,l '" • r" T 

~be full !'/'t nt}' '!YlDber ~ inl'~"e. :!F.~· 1 
;.eq1iefted. t!~o~v~ver,\ t fE I-Y.e{~~t redUCdd ~~t l 
!,f Gen~r,l J aPJ ~~O!1' /!.>~ , ~tJe P\o~"~M1 
#I,. t: js! I <h' petJ.of ,an !1Hgt1)ent~tion 10 ~hf 
rreDC? annaqiesl/ ao4 th~ F~r~l!y ,~~,! ~. 
J li-.wife "onP' flf theil , Britifh repimeRts 

II) •• ;..o!4J.rL" , . ,. .. \, Pr oJ 

• n- "_thonrouJ rettuits J' inillg me in a 
1"'" r'fft." '1r"' . • ~..... ~. .). 

{bon im~ !..tog,JthfJ;'., ..,~~itit }b~. exp:a_ati~~ 
J h .. , !jf :Lo5d, Cornw: llif s futcef. ~~ Car,: 

~iPa'l. en ,bl!!'lr.him to fen.? '!1r a c.~nfid,<rable 

.:ei iiQJ;celJll\~\ " frQm ''lenc:~, ronder the ap­
;F.<'lral'ceo;9f,Jl!X fi,uatWp lef, critical. ~n? 

.1-lh~\I'., t~reli>re, only a<ld, my ~rd, tha,t 

c \~ b~ .. ~jngJ,. does mc: the ~onqur,. ~.p 

" ttllt 'Pe, ~Vi'h rtl he . ,clllll)1land of t\l i' arm_, 
• ~"I" ~ 'tii 

_~,_,\,' ll ~P!<>IJ <t. be,:ll'1'~,It ,ofl my nO! . 
abilities, for the promo'ing his fer,v"c : '(' . 

taki oS" the lib£Ity, ho\ve ver, to reprefent 

-



, -

A .p E 'N-D [X. "'04 ' , 
- .... !I ~. ~, 

(a~Ithink it m u,v), wqAt ~ .ntag~s may ' 
f ' (J ~ I.{ 1 (1 ,. 

be bbtained bX(l3 ~~.irl0P.1I. !o ce;'./jii(g-what-' \ 
evil. may be.o ,he'lld r ",N.,"an, ~f ial 
, .~ ',,~ n ~ . _,J -"." 1 

fUffide%on.,. ,," b~ :JItt,uun l~ ~ ' .~ J 

April 30 I I -, ~L,' ,,' Vou "f.o'rdffiin will' • 
f rl fJo tJ 4,'''''!',. C: i 

have feen in t p'hc;r adJ thb honbur ,to :G 
~ t ) j • 

ferid ' You in mz - Iaft difpatthl- wllat- JOf<!< I) 
'ii· ~ <:J~ • . 

judged w9.0Jd Ilc reSjlrilite 'fdl"t~i; 1m" n 
- . ~1 V. • .• 

)l.ro lefs~ my, 1:.0 cdl th.an .d,ao'B mel! Tank' 
• , ... I l' I • 

• W Ii e, ~ fPt dllty, -incked I ,"it)l'ib~.r. 

ell !d"'1~ ~~;e. > J3)lt'th-e i.nblores! l.t.ntM 
• I'" 

wiil {he<y iour~ L~rdUllp -,b'at afr& leavihlf ' • 

,lfc!re I/qfis" to ,h'oi! '.prefon' . gafrifoif., 'aria 
fei vini- ";660 men in the poft ih ElIza-btt 
Rive (fuppofiog it- may .. Ino~ "Ibe fouod n~­
~elfary to ~Cli(''y anoille ft3.tion)' 1 -/Hall ijt 

.. , _ r " 
bave quite 5000 me? for it, tnlCfs' the three 
~attaljo~s expeCted fro~ i the Weft lndie$ 

, -1 . .TT. 1:."" ", .. ' I· 
arnve ID proper :tJ mc~ and condition for fer, 

vice, 'or Lord Cornwa~lis ,{hould hC ab e 

\q.~r~ from' his d~fen(j ve in Carolina (when , 
he d ermines vpon it) a confiderable part 

~ of 
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of the army u~ bi. immediate. coro­

m.od> which. however. hi. Lord!hip's let­

~ .oJ the ~ctb inaant, gives me no hopes of, 

or indeed that he will even fpare mc the three 

~iments COahng from Ireland. 

". :With there 50°,°, however, my Lord, 

1 may poRibly determine to rilk, even by 

~fultory mov~nts, ~e trial of this ex­

.peri'!'ent, Ihoul,d I lind, tbe report given 

me of our friends In that country prOperly 

" .. ~. If it fuccttds . s fully as our f.n­

,uine friends would perfuade ~s to hope, we 

may poffibly be. able ta maintain ourCelve. 

there with a fmall force; but if we are in a 
~ 

~tuation to give the experiment a fair trial, 

ud it then fails, '1 Ihall, I confelS, have 
• 

little hopes .fterwards of re.efiablilhing order 

oq this continent i which 1 am fiee to own 

1 think ca.n never be effeCled without tbe cor­

dia! aflifiance of numerous lrieo~s, /lee. 

[ IncloftJ .. 
• • 
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InC1iftd in the abO'lJe Imer the following 
• UlraCis from Sir Henry Clinl.~'s Iellers to Md-

jor General Phillips. 

April. 26, 78 r.­
" Lord Cornwallis's arrival at Wilming ... , , 

ton bas confiderably chan~d the comp_e~ion 

o( our affairs (0 t~e fouthward; and ~h ope­

ra.tions to the northward rnufi: problMy give 

place to thore in favour ol · hil tordlhip, 

~ which tit preferft .appear to require OUf more 

immediate attentloh. I know nothing of hi' . , 
Lor {hip's fituationt but 'What_ I have learnt , 
from. his Ittter to m~ of the loth, WE,ch ' you 

'II • ~ • 

• have rea~. I had great hopes, befOre I re-

ceived this lettef that hi, Lordfhip woul~ 

have beeri in :1 conditiort to {pare me a .confide­

rable J>ar~ 'of his aroiy (tom Carolina for tho 

opet.tions i)' Cller.peak; but you win obrer~e 
from i7 that infrcad of reAding any part of his 

prefent for.ce· thitJ1eri he propo{es to detail' 

:1 p..a·~t of the reinforcement ,oming from Eu­

tope for his more fcuthern operation~, even 

thol1gh they iho;]ld be defenfive. I ihall 

therefore 



l<iIJ A "l'" N'lJ IlC. ' , . 
therefore taR~ the Qpio1iolls of Ihe gencrgl,pf. 
, . ' 
fic~" pear 1l1~, I'pon I~' p!:"l.~t ftate Q£ <?u~ 
affairs, · and, afterw~rd. f5.Ps\:-Y'W !i ~>r~in" 

(qrseq tr frbJJ1, \bis.g(my,. ) as ellmay judg~ 

=11><;.~W1e ,\I'ill>,tQJ~j1\>J~i!j:1lC ity ill !\l~£>Oft, 

'It ,I\:aft,_ ",,:9\1.:,ve i~lAaiJl ~q~ ior~~t !<:~, "I 

• i\pti1 30, :' 1i1~l> r;r t~ . fa!l~ • • '11£ 
1;,9r<;\ ~1''l''a!lis llro}1Pfes. "'o~per@li\tl~t!> YOII] 

• 
fpall ~\h .is ]J;lfQr.~h"3\1oJel\ !>t Iuuf) ,all~ 
y.q'; !ee npn; th.t will '!Psr'!l"{"JJW'\e'if@h.~ 
I t~in.k th$ b,fi irU{intti . Q.J!I' • ,hi> f+"l!Y.r. 

• • I , 

'1'4 ~,\yh~t yo'! a1J,d .G,~!!I'Ta! Jl\ rYQld ~a"" 
w.9pofe~ to We,il! 1;'11,,]ge, Iq, Ql, YOlll1igjgt 
l~;tH of th,e 1-8~ · i!\!l~\t . . (!'pc .,9'l.ly 11'il!i1 
YJ9,\! rUlI ' ir, (r~ a ~~\!\>lar)l.'p~ri\Y b£ 

th~ e!lYIJ'Y ~IJ f~ ; ,il,;" ~mYiYJ'~ •. ~P iJi!l]!Qu) 
t~Ol ~~ye; ' an qugl\t" ifl1' 'Wi ·OP~,iqull · Je,r 
~triW..F!::en 'l'i;h [o!l" tiiJ.-; . ,Q!vp-ITlI' ~;AA'PJtb 

, i¥formatjon 9f. YOllr in,t~de~ mo~t, ~<I<, ir 

lh'jlj!?IF I . wiIHollo\v . YOI' l i,t.l/J i-I, _ )l'i! 
fu~Q; ... l.i!1~1!.r~infQrcell)'J1 1 ",1 Cilil aMh~ ~I'l"" 

[I'i'J~' r, . 

· • 

.. ~ 

• 

U If.L 
L , 



, 
1<>7 

" If the next pacKct dod ',llot fathfy Die it' 
"""'- I ilihll proe.bly ' retire anH Jen.e th'e 

co'mmahd lto"J....ord COI:f1\\":llli ; 'to (vhom it 
will be my ad.,l£ ',o try lhe only ~.periment 

that in my tdpirlion cin Op~r'<Itef if the ehe -in 

Carolina' 'has failed For :iS to Virgini., I , , 

kno~ none whici7 can reduce tbat provihce ih 
ona campargn. ,(~ 1 I I 

U As you feemed to think,! before YOlI re-
, , ' 

ci;II,a llid' Cbrn\VMli s', leiter that all air'ea: 

operation in ,f:h'Our af1,is tordl1llp would 

<die ,ttY tb~' end of M. y, « e, p"y let me 

reeel"" Geneta! Arnold's, and yorlr opinion 

as T"on"os pOffib1e ; '1 conteCs, I am not C.n­
gulne. but ifithe exptrimenf can !:>e tried' witba 
out any other rilk th:tn from the enemy's {u­

pel'idrity at Cea I il,ould wiih to do it, • 

" "Slmfd-:Lord- Cornwallis determin'e oil , 
a. defen e--in the Carolin:1s, he furely cannot 

want :my of the European reinforcement, and 
w ill of coueCe, fend it to you, and all [neh 

, ..Qther as {hall arrive; thus.rcilJ,forced, if after • 
P 2 lca'"ing 
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1e"'ing a fufficient garrifon in Elizabeth Ri. 

ver, you can proceed to -1 thInk 've fhall 

be in force to give this a fair trial; ahd I may 

ieave you in the command there, un)ef~ thing. 

fh Quld take a more fa"ourable turn in tho 

CaroJiqas, an4 Wd· Cornwallis's prefence · 
• • 

there be )10 !qnger n«draLY. . 0 \mtil they 

do, I Ihoiild im~~ine !j:e:will tfo~ q it \herp. 

:-; "f t ., 

N. B. Thefe two letter! wid, other dif. 

patches fell int",Lord Cornw~is·. han,d, on 

General Phillips'., ~eath > alld, wero- 0 "'ped by 

,l,is I"ordfhip ; ·and tbe'<c:xPi'dition, therein pro. 

I'ofrd,recom',!endcd to his confideratiQn. -

.. 
NUM· , , • 

• ib1." ..... 
• 
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N U M' B E R XU ';YOkg. 37.1.6, 

d' .. 
F..t/rnt], jrPl1L-8ir Penry Cliliton'oS L elkr.J ( • 

.Lord: (;egrge /krmain, ~ 

M"1'o, 178 1. 
" .B U'T ihou1d Lord Corllwalli, perfift fn 

• . his intention of joining Majol--general Phil-
lips, as mentioned in his letter to that GencT:lI 

Officer, I thaU te under fome' apprehenfions 

for every-part of South Carolln., except Char-

1es- to't\~n, 3nd even fot Georgia, unlds the 

fpeedy .rri"a1 of- tlie reinforcement expellecl 
from Euro~, may-enable the officer, com­

manding in South Cardlin .. , to take po!l in 

force in fome healthy !lotion in the back coun­

try. • 

" May 22. Not\Vithftan~ ing the pur-

port of thefe letters, I am yet in hopes, from 

'Lord Cornwal lis's Jetter .. to me of the 24th, 

that his Lordfhip will. not perlift in attempting 

• j~naioll with Major-general Phillips, as I • 

J am 

• 



• 
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am apprehenliveJitmay he attended with. fomo 

ria" not only \<! his 0"'.. arp., but to that· 

of GenerallPhillips, /houJd tnat General Of­

ficer not'have heen joined in time by tbe re­

inforlj<D\ent I bave' feut" him. And I even 

)lave my .doubts whether his Lordlhip's march 

io the nortfiward will dra\~ after him, as he , . . . . 
(xpcas, the rebel Genef'al , <Greerr; who, I 

fear, will endeavour either to inveft Ca~den, 

or, by ilationiog himftlf betweeD that place 

and,Charlefiow.n, ~<r Lord Rawdon's 'fitu, 

~tion very j}azardous . .... 1 am therefore ill;duce~ 

~ flatter myfClf,_thaq"!rd Cornwallis, wben 

he hears of .y.rd Rawdon's [ueecf, againft 

GreeD, ",ill r.~t\le(.aaa<cb, into South Carolina 

either by U1e d4:..ca.!Oule aLCrofs Cre.;k aDd 

Camden, or by that of Geofge "v'own ; or even 

'- by ,,,,harka!jon, , though he Ihould be.obligtd 

to leav<;. hi.s c.·valrr hehirul until '"dfils can be 
fent for ,t~em, tban attempt the prepofed junc­

tion with General PhiUip' ill the way he men-
• tiobS , 
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tions; which I molt f .... ly OWll( appears to 

me, for the rea[on. I bave fiated, not only 

dan~rou. '\0 ll9~q cqrps in¢he attempt, buf 

",plete witp \he worR oonf«i\1~es to our 

lOutbern PrQvillces In""eir prcfcDtRat'e." 

.1 P -II 

N U M B E R - A"!II. Vi& p. 37. I, ". 

'" • 
E~lrtUlr frOtlt Sir Hlnry err,tolls £tllm I. · . · Lord Gl.;ge Gm1ll1in. , 

luJ,y, J 8" J ~g.. ;w,The extraCt. from mY' 
cor~ereoDdence ";,ith . ~l CQrnwa1W. which 

I hl\vf hac! t~ POnQW,to tranfmit fro", time' 

to tUne to yo~~d."'ip, will /hew, tbat I 
left in ~arJlli~ 'k ftry fIllr prop.ortihn.of my 

_,rmy.., ~ ru~lI-~ bis Lo~/hj.p.thbUgbt rufli", 

• 

, cisn~ tQ.I~ur~j];;gl!t~ and.remver N orth c.~ 

ro~~a;. Wi wb~jw' leW for . me to aa' 
\ with in this quarter, I took the field imme· . 

di~te!y upon my arrival here. General Lefiie', 

· , 

tXp<dition 
n 



e"peditio!,- to the . Che{hpeak took ph e after; 
o • • 

wards.; ~nd fome unfortunate .... eve.nts in Caro-
o 

lin'> clmng for frill farther reinforcement and' 

c~.operation, foon reduced this part of my" 

ar~y to' a defenfh:et almoh as:lo\v in numbers ' 

~s Sir Willi:l1n HO\ye left me in 1777. If onr 
fu~{[es~ . there~rr, in t~ {onthern Pro:Y-inces 

have not .nfwered your LordOtip's expea •• 

tions, it caDn()t~ l 8m certain, be imputed either . , 
to the fmalillefs of th~-II'lI!ll5ers I left t here, 
or the tardinds or .fcantioefs with which I 

have fince fuppl\ed the digen'cie< of that ·f.r. 
vice. Tllough I am frro~li lmprdfei with . , 
the Importance 'of reco\'crin irglAia, I fear 

the.tentire'reduaion of fo:populous.a province 

is not-to be ellJic~ .. d fro';' ~n~ operation folely 

there..; ~\inlefs."our fr-itnds in it were more ' nu- I . .. 
JDCI:OUs, ~nd:.wcrc heartilf'iriclined to affift us', 

not, only in: conqueiing, Ibbt 'in k~ping it. 
;'1 I I II': 

J , 

July 
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• July 25- "No man, my Lord, laments 
more, fincete1y than. I do, the long cQntinu:mce 

of the weflerly winds, which pre"ented the . . 
fail ing of the \OVallWick'scollvQY; ~nd I hope 

your Lordlhip will pudan me for again re­
peating, tbat had the reinforcement ~iled as 

early as was promifcd, and the three b.'ttalioll~ 

not bttn detained In the Weft rodies, Ilhould 

pJhaps by this rime have made fucb movc­

",ents as would hal'e obliged the enemy tQ 

be apprehenfive for their own pofieffiolls, in, 

llqd of IDI'ditating the attack which tbey now 

threaten againfi this poil." 

Auguft9. "I am entirely of your 'Lord-

1hip's fentiments with rcCpt ... 'to Lord Corn .. 

wallis having done a. IlXlc11 in North Carer 
Iina as could bave been effeCted ",ith his force • 

• • But I bave to lament the caufes whIch reduced , . 
it fo low ill nqmber; and that bis Lordlhi~ 
was induced tQ perfift. in Ihis pI 0, after it be .. 
came ob"ious that be Was not able to efiabliCh 

Q . bimfelf 
• 
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himfelf there, and f llpport ana arm.lhc"i-oyal-

ills; ~y.h i(h were theftjbjdil!a>f lIis ~~r~h into 

the lhea~tf of th at- 'Pl'o~incc" to."'" 

From L ord Cornwall is'?fOrmer letters,' I 

had every reafon 10 fuppofe he thought hi'."­

felf in f>lfficienl fireng,:h 10 command the fuc­

cofs he hoj>ed for. \'fad his Lordthip, bow-. ' 

ever, .upon Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton's mif.. , , 
fQrtune, called upon me for-a reinforcemerft, 

or had I even known it in time, I am perfuzdea 
your L ordth ip will do me the jllfiice' to ac­

knowledge. th.t it was abli>lute1y out of my 

power to a{fifi him more than I did. efpecially 
when jt is confidered, tlnt at 'this ~oinent his 

Lordlhip p as a<Hng with him, and in the 

rliffertnt pofts under hie; command, nineteen 

'Br·itifh, eight German, and fourteen Provin.-
• 

cial battal ions, befides detachments fronl four 

'ilritilh battalions, and lagers, artiilery and ­

cavalry; whilft in my preCenr thre;tetied'fitu­

"tibn, 1 have (through my carneft defire to 
• fllpport 

• 
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fupport his operations) left myfdf only eight', 

Britilh, eleven German, and (our Proyiocial 

battali~ns, belides artillery and cavalry, for 

thofe in ,tlii, qU@J'\er. o • 

. ", " It.-, 'ut .v, 
- On.tnmno til rl • . ~ 

,ft H >II 
f" .... "I! ''0 

• 
.# 

t • · .- n 
, 

"" • r')('! 'IJ . I 

- ~ ,)£.; , n 

f 

• "'l '. • • 
J 

THE E N D. 
" • n 

• 
q"" " 

)1>1,,1 • • ""xl 

• 

Iihs , 

• 
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ERRATA, 

PJ.r 
10 thc }lotcJ 8, 

Ltne. 

3J 178J J vice 17824 . ' 
- 12, tith:r, vice tmb • 

• "19, Py4babt, before N, ~t the begin.. 

ning of the line. 

46, 16, tlxir, vice tlnu • 

... 51, .. 10J ~,. aftcr ammplijhuJ. • 

• 

'; 

• 
: • 


