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NARRATIVE

O F

LIEUTENANT GENERAL

Siz HENRY CLINTON, &c.

B EING confcious, that during my com-

mand in North America, my whole
condu@ was a&uated by the moft ardent
zeal for the King’s ferv' ‘e, and the interefts
of the public, I was excgedingly mortified,
when 1 returned to England, after a fervice
of feven years in that country, to find that
erroneous opinions had gone forth refpe@ing
it; and that many perfons had, in confe-

quence, admitted itnpreflions to my preju-
B duce.
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duce. Anxious, thercfore, to explain what
had’ been mifinterpreted or mifreprefented,
(as indeed might well be expeted, from the
publication of Lord C.’s letter of the zoth of
October, without being accompanied by my
anfwer to it) I had propofed taking an op-
portunity, in the Houfe of Commons, of
faying a few words on fuch parts of my
conduct as feemed not to be fufficiently un-
derftood : and I flatter myfelf I fhould have
been able to make it appear, that 1 ated
up to the utmoft of my powers, from the
beginning to the end of my command ; and
that none of the misfortunes of the fér;r
unfortunate campaign of 1781 can, with
the fmalleft degree of juflice, be imputed to

me. |
But I arrived here 10 late in the feffion,
that-1 was advifed to defer it; and it was
judged that the gracious reception I had juft
met with from my, Sovercign rendered an
immediate explanation unneceffary. I.was
4 ‘nat,
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hot; however, apprifed to what degree the
public prejudice had been excited againft
me elfe, 1 fhould probably have been in-
duced to have taken an earlier opportunity
of offering to Parliament what I have to. fay
on the fubject. But the late change in pub-
lic affiirs, furnifhing fo much more impor-
tant matter for their deliberation, deprived
me of the opportunity I thought I fhould
have had: and, as by the prefent recefs it
is probable that I may not be able to exe~
cute my intentions before a late period, when
perhaps peculiar circumftances might force
m¢ through delicacy to decline it, I beg
leave to lay before the public the following
plain Narrative, which will, I truft, remove
prejudice and error.

I have much to regret that, when this
bufinefs was difcuffed in the Houfe of Lords
laft (effion of Parliament, the whole of my
correfpondence, with the late American
Minifter, Lieutenant General Earl Corn-

B2 wallis
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wallis, and the Admirale gommanditg on
the Weft-India and American fatiens, was
not produced; or at leaft {uch parts thereof
as, being neceffary to explain my coridud,
might have appeared confiftently with flats
policy, Becaufe the letters which compofe
that correfpondence, being written to the
moment as events happened, are certamnly
the moft faithful records of my ations aad
intentions ; and are confequently the clear-
eft, faireﬂ', and moft unexceptionable tefti~
monies 1 can adduce in their fupport. 1
hope, therefore, 1 fhall ftand exculpated
from the neceffity of the cafe, for any im-
propriety there may be in my aaneging to
this letter fuch ‘of them as I may judge
moft requifite for that purpofe. Three of
them indeed will, I prefume, be found very
material, (Appendix No, IX.) as they con-
tain my anfwers and obfervatians upon Lord
Cornwallis’s. }gr&ars of the 20th of Oftober
and 2d of December on the fubjet of

the
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the unfartunate conclufion of the laft cam-

paign in the Chefapeak ; which latter [
am forry to obferve, were given to the
public, while mine in an{wer were with-
held from it ; --- I hope without defign.
Although I never dared promife myfelf
that any exertions of mine, with my very
reduced force (nearly one-third lefs than
that of my predeceflor) could bring the war
to a happy conclufion ; yet I confeis that
the campaign of 1781 terminated very dif-
ferently from what 1 once flattered my-
felf it would; as may appear, by the {ub-
joined extralts of letters, wntten in the be-
ginoing of that year, * and which were

trani=

% « Tam moft exceedingly concerned, my Lord, at
the very unfortunate affair of the 17th of January, (Cow-
pet’s.) I confefs I dread the confequences. But my
hope is, as it ever will be, in your Lordfhip’s abilitics
and exertions. I have much to lament; that Brigadicr-
general Arnold’s projedted move if favour of your

Lord.lhip"s
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tran{mitted” to the Minifter. I- was led;
however, into thefe hopes, more by the
apparent diftrefles of the enemy than any

material fuccefles we had met with.
The plan 1 had formed for the campaign
of 1781, (upon ‘the expectation of a rein-
forcement

Lordfhip’s operations will have been ftopt by the
appearance of the French fhips, Dilcontent runs
high in Connecticut. In-ﬂmorl, my Lord, there febms
little wanting to give a mortal ftab to rebellion, but 1
proper reinforcement and a permanegnt fuperiority at
fea for the next campaign; without which any enter-
pﬁzc depending on water movements mult ccrtaiﬁiy run
great rifk. . Until Colonel Bruce arrives, 1 am uncer-
tain what reinforcements are intended for this army.
"The Minifter has however affured me, that every poflible
exertion will be made,” — Letter from Sir Henry Clin«

ton to Lord Cornwallis, March 5, 1781.
¢¢ I cannot {ufficiently exprefs my extreme joy at read-
ing Wathington’s letter. It is fuch a defcription of
diftrefs, as may ferve to convince, that with a tolerable
reinforcement. from Europe, to enable ynu.r Excellency
to determine on an offenfive campaign, the year 1781
) may
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forcement from KEurope — from the Weft-
Indies—and from the Southward (after ope-
ration thould ceafe in that quarter) — added
to what I might be able to {pare at the time
from the {mall force under my immediate
command at New-York) was calculated to
make a fair and folid effort in favour of our
friends— in a diftrs& where I had fome rea-
fon: to believe they were numerous and
hearty ; and where I judged it might be made
with little danger, even from a temporary
naval fuperiority of the enemy. This plan
had been fuggefted to the Minifter in the
year 1780, and more particularly ex-
plained te him in 1781 ; notwithftanding
which a preference was gi.ven to another,
(Appendix, No. L) which fcjemed“to be

forced

may probably prove the glorious period to your command
in Amc!:ica,' by putting an end to the rebellion.” —
Letter from Major-general Phiilips to Sir H. Clinton,
Portlmouth, Virginia-, April 16, 1781.
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forced {Appendix, No. 1I.) upon me by
Lord Cornwallis’s quitting the Carolinas,
where I had left him in the command, and
marching into Virginia; a meafure, I muit
fay, determined upon sithout my approba-
tion, and very contrary to my withes and
intentions. The Minifter direéted me to fups+
port Lord Cornwallis and {olid opesation in
| 'Virgiﬁia; the danger of which, without a
covering fleet, I had conftantly reprefented
to him., He repeatedly and pofitively pro-

mifed me a covering flect ;¥ and when the

Admiral

* Extralls from Lord George Germain's letters to Bir

Henry Clinton : I
April 4, t';B%. ¢ The latenefs of the feafon will, 1
immagine, prevent Monf. De Grafle’s undertiking any
thing againft the King's poficflions in the Weft Indies,
But it is probable, as foon as he has thrown fupplies inte
the feveral iflands, he will proceed to North Americe,
and join the French forces at Rhode Ifland, snd-endea.
veur to.revive the espiting caufeof zchellion. Bnt-=
Sie
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.&dnﬁi*ki..afﬁvgd with the naval reinfordes
‘ment from the Weft-Indies, he was clearly
of

Sir Gearge Rodney’s force is little inferior to his, and
he will be watchful of his motions, I am ndot appréﬁe:n-
five he will give him time to do you any material iin-
jury before he comes to your fuccour.”

Msy 2, r981. ' Ahd as Sir ‘George Rodney will
bring you three more regiments fromthe Leeward Illands
before the hurricant months, theaugmentation of ‘your
force muft, I fhould think, be equal to the utmoft of
_Jouc withes.”

July .7, 1781, - ¢ The arrival of the reinforcement
will, I hope, enable you to rrocec'a immediately in the
execution of your purpofe; without wzi&_, for the
three regiments from the Weft Indies ; for I Hp not i=x-
pect they will join you before ‘the feafon for offenfive
operations thete 'is over; when, I have reafon to be-
lieve, the French fleet will puth for Nort]:;Ameriqa;
and Sir George Rodrey will certainly follow them, to
prevent: them i-'m_;:ci giving you any intérmpﬁun in your
opgrations.”.

3!1"!?’{3,“1‘131 ¥ The purpofe of the enemy was
fang kidwh here, and Sir Gch;ge i{b&n'é} has been ap-
prifed'af i, and wilt ée?iéia!y'not lofe, {ighi of Monf,

C De
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of opinion himfelf, and of courfe convinced
me, that he Liad brought that covering fleet.
(Appendix, No.'IH.) Therefore, as Admi-
ral Graves's {quadron was acknowledged to
be {uperior to that under MOll'lﬁE\ll.' de Barras,

I could

De Grafle. The very proper fttp you took of tranf-
mitting hith copies of the letters you bad intercepted,
muft confirm him in the refolution he had taken in con-
fequence of the former intelligence. But as in a mate
ter of fo great moment, no precaution thould be omitted,
or poflible contingency unguarded, againft, =xtraéts of
the intercepted letters will be fent to him from hence,
and precife inftrutions given to him to proceed direétly
to North America, whenever Monf. De Grafe quits the
Leeward Iflands.”

July 24, 1781, “ And Itruft, that as Sir George
Rodney knows De Graffe’s deftination, and the French
acknowledge his ihipé fail better than their's, that he
will get before him, and be in readinefs to receive him
when he comes upon the coaft.”

September 25, 1781, “1 truft, befpre the end of
Augult, S8ir Samuel Hood will bave been with you,
and that after his junétion with Admiral Graves our fu-
periority at fea will be prcf;.rved."
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I could not but fuppofe that the arrival of
Admiral Digby (hourly expeéted)® would
give us a moft decifive naval fuperiority. —
And here, perhaps, it may not be improper
to remark, that though the Minifter dire&s
‘me, by his letters of the 2d of May, and 6th
of June, toadopt folid operation in Virginia,
he fignifies to me his Mgajefty’s approbation
of my own plan, in a fuBfequent letter of
the 14th of July, telling me at the {ame
time, that “¢ he has not the leaft doubt Lord
¢ Cornwallis will have fully feen the rea-
¢ fonablenefs of it, and has executed it with
¢ his wonted ardor, intrc.pidity, and fuc-

st onlne
Under thefe circumftances, and with thefe
affurances, 1 never could have the moft diftant
idea that Mr. Wathington had the leaft hopes
of 4 {uperior French flect in the Chefapeak ;
end I confequently never could fuppofe that he
would venture to gothere. Butif he thould,
‘1 was fatisfied from the reafons already
Cz ftated
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ftated, that T fhould be able to meet him
theére With every advantage on my fide, by
kaving the command: of the waters of that
bay — without which he could not poffibly
feed his army." Thig opinion has been alfo
fince confirmed by a letter from him to
Count De Grafle, dated 26th of September
1781, (No. IV. Appendix) wherein he tells
him, if he quits the Chefapeak, the enemy
will certainly get poiTeﬁi:m of it, and he
muft difband his army.

Had my correfpondence been produced,
it ‘would have appeared from it, and the re-
turns ac‘compar‘iying it, that inftead of
{eventeen, rwenty, nay twenty-four thou¥-
and men, which-it hus been reported 1 trad
at New York (after the very ample. réin-
forcements - as. the Minifter acknowledges
(No. V. Appendix) which 1 had fent to the:
fou.thward) I had not 12,000 effeltives, and
of thefe not above g;300 fit for duty, re-
gulars and provincials. .« Bat had 1 had.

twice
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twice .that number, 1.do not. know that;.
after lcﬁving {ufficient  garrifons: m the,
iflands and pofls depﬂnding {which it is ad-
mitted by all would, take 600c) I gould, as
has been infinuated, have prevented the
jun&ion between Monf. Rochambeau and Ge-
neral Wathingtou, which was made in .the
highlands, at lealt 50 miles fromm me; or that
Tcould have made any direét move againft
their army when joined. (confilting then  of'
at leaft 11,000 men, cxclufive of militia,
aflembled on each fide the Hudion) with
any profpect of folid advantage from it. Or
ifl hadas many reafons to believe that.Mr.
Wafhington would move his army into
Virginia without a coverng Fiench fleet,
as I had to think he would not; L could
not have preveated his paffing the Hudfon
under cover .of this: forts at, Verplanks and
Stoney-Points. - Nor - (fuppofing I had boats
properly .manned) :would . it have. been - ad-.
vifeable' to have+landed at Elizabeth town,

mn
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in the face of works which he might eafily
have occupied (as they were only’ feven
miles from his camp at Chatham) without
fubje@ing my army to ' be beat,’ en detal.
Nor could I, when informed of his march
towards the Delaware, have paffed an army
in time to have madé any impfeffion upon

bim before ke croffed that river. ~But with
my reduced force, any attempt of the fort

would have been madnefs and Folly i the
extreme,

‘With what rmght poﬁ'xbly be fpared from
fuch a force; nothing could be attempted
except againft detachments from Mg Wagh-
ington's army, or .(when -reinforéed in a
{mall degree) againft {uch of it's diftant ma-
.gazines as might occafionalty happen to be
ungu'avdcd. Two of the latter offered, one
againdt Philadelphia, which 1 certainly thould
have attempted in July, -bad- Lowd : Com-
wallis fpared me aay: part -of: 3000 men;
but as his Lordfhip: feemed to think he

i ‘conld
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could mot hold the fations we. both thoughe
cligible, if he. {pared me any partof the
force with him, I was obliged to relinquith
this defign. ~The other much more ima
poftant, was againft Rhode Ifland. I had
difcovered-by intercepted letters from all the
French Admirals -and Generals, that Count
Rochambeau’s. ar:;:y 'had ‘marched from
Rhode Ifland to join Mr. Wathington at the
White Plains; that their battering' train
and ftores for ficge were left at Providence
under little more than a militia guard ; and
that their fleet remaingl in Rhode Ifland
harbour with otders, as foon asrepaired, to
retire to Bofton for fecurity. By private in~
formation, which Lhad at that time, 1 found
alfo that the wotks at Rhode Ifland-were in
a great meafure difmantled, and had only a
few invalids and -militia to guard them, aud
that they were both there and at Providence
under great apprehenfions of a vifit from
us, - From other motives as well as my own
knowledge of thefe pofts, 1had the ftrongeft
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o that day, I immediately ordered the
troops to be embarked ; and going to the
Admirals on Long Ifland, 1 propofed to them
that the expedition fhould initantly take
place : but receiving intelligence that evening
that Monfieur D¢ Barras had failed on the
2 5th, it was of courfe ftopped. Thus, to the
Admirals great mortification and my own,
was loft an 0pportu1.lity of making the moft
importan€ attempt that had offered the whole
war.

Early in September, to my great {urprife,
(for I ftill confidered our fleet as fuperior)
hearing that Mr. Wathington was decidedly
-marching to the fouthward, I called a
council of all the general officers, who una-
nimoufly concurred with me in opinion, that
the only way to fuccour Earl Cornwallis
was to go to him in the Chefapeak.

Although I had every reafon to difapprove
of Ear] Cornwallis’s march into Virginia,
without confulting me, (at the ritk of en-

D gaging



g @m' dangerous oPerarmﬂs, for
w‘@ﬂ: 1 was not prepared) yet, as I fuppofed

i l-c Pl "ﬁ—

o Y 1

v "he* acted with at leaft the approbation of the -
b ~ Minifter, I left him as fret as air, when he

‘arrived there, to plan and execute according
to his difcretion ; — only recommending to
him, in cafe he had none of liis own, the plan
1 had offered to the Minifter ; which, not-
withftanding the opinion given in the letter
of July 14, before quoted,* 1 did#ot, how-
ever, find his Lordfhip the lealt inclined  to

adopt.

* Extra&t from Lord George Germain's Jetter to Sir
Menry Clinton, July 14, 1781 — It 1s with the moft.
unfeigned pleafure I obey his Majefty’s commands, in.
exprefling to you his royal approbation of the plan you
have adopted for profecuting the war in the pro;?nc:s
fouth of the Delaware, and of the fuccours you have '
furnithed, and the inftruions you have given for car-
rying it into execution. The copies of the \'c'rf impor-
tant correfpondence which fo fortunately fell into your
hands, (inclofed in yourdifpatch) fhew the rebel affairs
to be almoll defperate, and that nothing but the fuc-

cels
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adopt.  And that letter, which I didn t‘m. ﬁ
ceive till September, found me deeply : a"nd

dangeroufly engaged in the operation he h\‘d‘
forced meinto.

r
And' here, perhaps, it may be proper tu, '

gw e the reafons which induced me to recoms
mend

cefs of fome extraordinary’ enterprize can give vigour -
and adlivity to their caufe; and I confefs I am well
pieafed that .thcy have fixed npoﬁ New York as the
object to be attempted, as I have not the leaft doubs
but that the troops you had remaining with you, after
the ample reinforcements you fo judicioufly {ent to the
Cﬁcfapeak would be fully fufficient under yeur com-
: mand Lo rapel any force the enemy could bring againft
. ycm. I cannot clofe this letter, without repeating to
' you the very great fatisfa@ion your difpatch has given
me ; and my moft entire and hearty coincidence with
you in the plan you have propofed to Lord Gornwallis,
for diftrefling the rebels, and mcovcrmg the fouthern
provmccs to_the King’s obedience. And as his Lord-
thip, when he received your letters of the 8th and rrth
of June, will have fully feen the reafonablenefs of ity
Iia\rc not the leaft doubt but his: Lurdﬁ'np has executed

it 'iuth his wonted ardor, increpidity, and fuccefs.
€L ;



'on for large ﬂnps, if one could be found

'au'ﬁat was capable of being fortified and main-

~ tained againfta temporary fuperiority of the

enemy at fea, agreeable to the inftrutions

which I had before given to General Phil-
lips, and which were of courfe to be now
confidered as fuch to, his Lordfhip, (Ap-

~ pendix, No. X.)

Although I ought not to have apprehend-
ed that the enemy could have had a fuperi-
ority at fea, after the affurances had re-
ceived from the Minifter, I yet always
wifhed to guard againft even a poffibility
of it.. Finding, therefore, by Lord 'Cor!i-
wallis’s letters, that on his arrival in the
Chcf:tp_eak, he had no plan of his own te&

. propofe,” and that he did not incline ‘to

*. follow the one I had offered to his con-

e S

fideration, 1 rgc_:omrqcn_ded_ tﬁe t_ak_ing;a ree
fpeCable defenfive ftation either at Williamf+
burg, or York (the latter of which his

laordthx



Lordﬂsup had mfprmcd me ina later, JM
26th of May, he was inclined, from ﬁp
reports ‘which had been made to him, to
- think well of as a naval ftation and place -
of arms) and left his Lordfhip at liberty
- to keep 4ll the troops he had in Virginia,

(amounting to about feven thoufand men).
. But thinking that he might well {pare three

thoufand; 1 defired he would keep all that

weré neceflary for a refpetable defcnﬁve,
" and defultory water movements, and fend
me of three thoufand men-all he could.
His Lordthip mifconceiving my intentions

"."(és' will, T truft, be manifeft to whoever'_

. reads our correfpondence) and conﬁdcnng

t+ 1

my call for three thoufand men as uncon- |
dition'al, tell'_s me that he could not with
“the remainder keep York and Gloucefter;

and that he fhould, therefore, repafs James-
river and go to the ftation at Portfmouth.
Which refolution (I confefs) furprifed me,

- as
it



1 ._'#pt of his Lordfhip’s letter; I immedi-
~ ately confulted the Admiral, who was of
_of opinion, that a naval ftation for large-

W fequmng an :mny to defcpd i O_a

thips was abfolutely ncecflary, and recom-

mended Hampton-road. * Therefore in my.

detter of the! 11th July, I direfted his
; I(."grdﬂlip to examine and fortify Old, Point

Comifort, which the Admmal and I thought

- swould cover that Road, and in which there

bad been a fort for tiiat purpofe for fifty
years, though prebably then in'ruins. Bu‘t_'---_ J

~ his Lordfhip informing me in his letter -

of the 27th of July, thal:_ it was the épil- ‘;

- mion of the captains -of the ‘navy, 'tbc

engincers; -and. himfelf, that "any ‘works .
ereCted- on Old Point Comfort, *¢ might
“ be eafily deftroyed by a flcet, and. WQuid""'
“ not anfwer -the - purpo{c; jand t'h:l:

© ¢ there efore, :u.cordmg to the {pirit- “of ! my

~ % orders,




;. ceﬁer, as the only h:u'bour n wh;c&ﬁ~|
¢ could hope to be able to give effectual pro-
¢« tection to line of battle fhips ;” I fuppofed
his Lordfhip had entirely approved of thofe
pofts; and that after examining them with

the officers of the King's thips and his engi~
neer, he would let me know if he thould fee
reafon to alter his opinion ; and confequent=:
ly I did not objeét to the choice he hﬂd;)r
made; nor indeed had I ever caufe to do f&? .
before Ifaw his letter of the 11th of 0&03‘*-'
'ber, which I did not receive until the 16th,
: thc_d__ay_before he offered to capitulate, when
for the firft time I found his Lordfhip thought *
unfavourably of them. For on the 16thof
Auguft, his Lordthip told me that he fhould
- apply to the Commoddre for a fhip to fend ‘
me é. ﬂatc of thillgs at York, and bring him
back my «commands ;. - by which I.was of-
courfe to underftand that his Lordfhtp would -
Q:nd me hzs ugvu and the Commodore s opi-
: pion
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mion of York aud Gloucefter, after his ena
gineer hid made a moft exact furvey, which
e told me he was employed in; and of which
- I expetted a copy, as his Lordfhip had before
{ent me of the one taken of Old Point Com-
' fort. But not receiving thefe from his Lord-
thip, I naturally concluded that the poft of
York and Gloucefter was fuch as his Lord-
thip and the Commodore approved ; efpcci-
ally, as his Lordfhip; in his letter of the
224 of Auguft, was pleafed to fay, ¢ the
¢ engineer has finithed his furvey and exa-
“ mination of this place, (York) and has
T propofed his plan for fortifying it ; which
¢ appearing judicious, I have approved, and
¢¢ direCted to beexécuted.” Andin the {fame
letter it was farther implied, that through.
the exertion of the troops, the works would
4y ,be tolerably complete in about fix weeks
~ from that period : and from his faying alfo

in the fame letter, “ I will not venture to
“ take
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% e had reafon to hope.” in fhort, I thiq;k
his Lordfhip appears to have ifplied in all
his letters, (except that of the 17th of Sep- -
tember, the day he heard from Licutenant
Conway of the navy, that Monf, De Graffe,
by the jun&ion.of Monfieur de Barras, had
thirty-five or thifty-fix fail of the line) that
he could hold out as long as his provifions
1afted — which was, by his Lordfhip’s own
-I'calculation, to the end of O&ober at leaft.

From all thefe eircumftances, 1 had flat-
tered myfelf; that the works at York Muld
have been tofcnhly complete by the gth of
O&Ober, the day Mr. Wa‘fhmgton ope‘hcd
hlS batterles agamﬂ them :'and from theopi--
mcm gwen e l}y certain officers of rank,
-:w'ho had latcly come frorh Lcird Cbmwdlhs

'''''

euemy coula pOfTbTy bl’mg agamﬁ "hzm
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fuch a powerful battering train as would de-
molith his defences (fuch as T had reafon to
hope they would be) in' fo fhort a fpace of
tjme as nine or ten ‘days.’

Although T never gave Lord Cornwallis
affuranges of the exertions of the navy befors
my letter of the 24th of September, when I
didit in confequenceofa council of war, com-
' pofed of flag and general officers ; 1 certainly
never gave his Lordfhip the leaft reafon to
fuppofe they would not be made ;. as I always
took it for granted, before Admiral Graves's -
letter to me of the gth of Septcmhcr, that
our fleet was fuperior to that of the enemy.
Nor, indeed, dui I know before I received
* Lord Cornwallis's letter of the 17th, (which
‘was not until the 23d of Scptcmbér)‘ that the
‘enemy had, thirty-fix fail of the Im.t{ar or that
“Monfieur de Barras' had not already ' jbined
Monfieur de Grafle before t,hc aftion of the
sth of September. But even againit this
: ,ﬁlpenontr, great as it was, the Admirals

' E? were
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were clearly of opinion, thata jointattempt
ﬂ':ould be'made by us to fuccour the fleet and
arﬂly in ‘the Chcf'ipeak. I ccrtamly, there-
fott, never could have luntcd to his Lorg-
thip that theu'exemons would not be' made.
Thewhole of this | matter may, I thmk, bc
fummed up'asfollows:* -

" Lord Cornwallis’s march mto ergnua,
without €onfulting his Lommandcr in Chief,
forced'us 1r1to folid operatmu in that provmcc |
Being' thcre. as his Lordlhip could not {ub-
fift “his army mthout havmg a Placc of arms
to cover his magazmes, &c &ec, &c. it be-
came’ abfolutely” nec:eﬁ'ary ta ﬁx on fornc
healthy ‘and ‘refpectable ﬁatloq, that couId
be made fecure” agamﬁ. a tcxﬁpbrary fuper]-
ority. of the enemy at’ fea; i am{ Yark and
Gloucefter’ feem to have becn tmgmally
thought of by Lord' Cornwalhs, and, ap-
proved by me for that purpofe. Put by his
Lordfhip’s mnfcmlcei\fmg my orders, he
qumed the Neck of York, and cpnfequcntly .

1y
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relinquithed every idea of o.ccupying thofe
-poﬁs. Soon a.ftcrwards, the Admiral think-
ing a naval ftanon for large thips abfolutely
neceflary, and recqmmepdmg Hampton
Road, 1 directed Lord Cornwallis to examine
and fortify 'Qld Point Cdﬁ;fqr'; in James Ri-
ver 3 But Lis Loi'dﬁlip not-ap.proving of that
ftation, made cba.ce of York and Glouceftet.

I perfe&ly. ag:ee with. Lord Comwaliu
that to abazidon his paﬁs, afte; he had otice’ .
fixed h;@n,ﬁalf, (altl:_xqugh by doing fo he
might fave part’ of his -army) would have
been dlfgra;:e,ful, nay, perh'\ps fatal to our
future profpects of pﬁabhﬂzment in the Che- .
fapeak,"” wheh ﬁi,ch 3 meafurc ﬂwuld bc e
thorifed fby a govcrmg ﬂeet But even that,
‘x;usfurtuﬁe, grﬁat as it may bc reprefented,
would have been reﬁ:rab;c:to tlle onepyhich

'happened! 511& ég-‘elfore 1 tp}d i Lord-
thip, in é«éonverfauou I had | with him - be=
fore I fdnt lits letger of the, ,zqth of O&ober.
\fg ge yﬁh;éd’ alt 'New York I had conccwe,d

popes
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hopes, that between the time of the French
feet’s arriving in the Chefapeak, .and his re-
ceiving information from me that Sir Samuel
“Hood had jeined Mr; Graves, which was not
until the 13th of September, or between that
-time and the junétion. of Mr, Wathington
with: the Marquis De la Fayette, when his
Joordfhip heard from Licutenant Conway of
the navy, that the ;usl;:gr werg thirty-fix fail
‘of the line, he would hgve tried to efcape
with part of his army to. the fouthward ; a
ftep which gertainly would have been jufti-
fiable, although in the converfation alluded
40, his Lordfhip did not feem to think it
swould, unles 1 had given him aflurances
ghat the navy could not attempt to fuccour
him 5 which affurances, howeyer, I gers
tainly could not poffibly have given him,

If, theyefore, Lord Cornwallis's letter of
-the 20th of O&ober, giving an account of
the unfortunate conclufion of the campaign,
‘by the furrender of .York Town, (Appendix,

i ' " No,’
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No. VIIL) could ever have been unde:ﬁood
to imply that the pofts of York and Glous.
tefter were not his Lordfhip’s ‘own- choice, '
in preferéntb to Old Point Comfort; which
I had fecommended to him 3 orthat T had
ever received information from lis Lordfhip,
that the grotnd at eitlier was unfaveurable,
 till the day beforehe had offered to capitu-
late § or that ¥lihd ever given himany affu-
rances of the exertions of the navy, before
my letter to him of the 24th of September,
which 'he acknowledges- he did not regeive
till the 2gth; of that any affurances what-
foever given by me could have prevented his
attacking the'Mai‘qﬁis'"Dela Fayette, before
Mr. Wathington joined that General, which
was on the 2%th of Septentber; I am pér-
fuaded it wilt appear that thofe implications
‘are not founded on any orders I gave his
" Lordfhip, atid cahnot be fupported by any
part of our Eorrefpondence. And as I took
an oppoitnnay of telling his Lordfhip the
' : fame,
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{amie, in a letterI fent him before hie fzulecI
from New-Vork, ‘dated the 2d and roth
of December (Whnh Lcttf;:, *however, dxd-
fiot appear ‘when this', part. of ?ur porrc-
{ponderice was pmdﬁcqgl b;fore the IHou{é
of Lords):1 cannot -doubt his Lordﬂ'np 18
convineed that what | I  therein aﬁ'crted i

it oA
. Lp)‘d ‘Camwa.lhé w*aﬁ f:lea&d to fell me
Ehﬁt his! létter, of the zoth:of oaober, was
writter urider great ag'ltatxon qf mmd and in
a great burry:  No tman ‘eould paﬂibly feel
for. his Lordfhip, and h hxé dt’ea:dfu} ﬁl‘uatlon,
more, than I dxd ,And I wilt ventu:‘e to
fay, no man coul& be more arﬁxxous, or would
 /have |gone greater lengths to fuccour hnn
Nor will this, T nruﬂ;‘, be doubtcd when itis
recolleted ‘that the propoial ﬁrft came from
me for embdrking fix tl;ouﬁ;nd men for ‘that
. purpole on board an inferior, ﬂcet of EWeﬁty-
feven fail of the 511:19& mcludmg tﬁ&%ﬁxes,
tof thirty- Gx, and thcrc!w gutting the fate
of
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,of.sbmwﬂcawme the joint exccrionsof,
the fleet and army,lp i‘e‘h,ew'thatnoblc Lord,
gudnhls Eﬂ?ﬂt 90’15" gi oitthaio.l: ki

o haye : to lammt that t.h;ﬁ:r apus
cauldaathavcbeqn made mt:mc. AlL
the,Admirals feemed of ¢ “opinionat, the coun~,
cil of swar of the 24th Septembenthat there,
Was - cvcry :ezfon' to, ‘hope that the' feer
would be rcady to fail on the 5th of Oo-
bet.. The troops intended: for, the-jexpedi- '
tion had bceu for fome time in'réadinefs to
.embark, and did aqqally d? fo carly in,
Qétober, , Tt feerncd, alfo 19 be the general,
opinion of the Admirals, that thg't;qeﬁ}y,
although fuperior in pumber, | gquld,nov ob-.
ﬂm& the channel «tp }I?rk riyer, fo, as to
prvent the paffage of our flest, much lefs,
bath, paffages of the Cliefapeak, Could the
tmg:gs, gh;_ch unhq:kgd undpt‘w J‘;p.madx-
ate mﬂm{i’ /bave beep put fﬂ fhore.on.
the Gloucefler, fide; a jundtion, with the

part of Lord Cornwallis’s corps on that fide
W y F . was
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w;th hls I.nrd‘ﬂ'up in. «‘M*'wmﬂi%f
! bncn ﬁ::lrccly pmﬁhcablé‘ it iﬁight have been
made m fome: o;hnr pqrt’.;'}or%nt leaft fich
dwerﬁons mlght ‘have beén - mdm‘tsr‘ the’
troops undér my commnn& as “might ‘have’ -
faved part of His Lordﬂﬁ'p § corps, {ﬁpp&b .
dix, No: XI) e ’ A N g
I muﬁ therefore, n:peat that T+ ihen{',
and_evet- fhall, that thofe exertions' could”
not have becn made n tiﬂzé‘“ Bada'ufeg from’
e prdcfonal rﬂent of t‘he‘ Admirals who'
were to condud’ us, 4nd" “from - the"ical
- which. appi.ared fo coﬁfinﬁaows “when T'pro-
pofed the move to thedt’; arid WhicH) froih
their exathple ‘wis communicated i&v-m
rmké“fﬁ"fﬂc ﬁééqf’;' and vﬁth"wh.lq.:h, ,.1!!‘39
o b8 ’bietnfp*eﬁ;f fhpfe*qk“the iy hept’
fully&;&f pace’. l*h«mﬁm X
ik we hld b K it St
fuccefs, ! 40 #3 _ °‘*"“'“ e Yo s
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Bu at the fama( mﬁe, tlmt truth comp.-ls
MW our misfortunies 'nlﬁmmly to
the want eiadlndllb Mﬁ[the “Ciieﬁpeak
I think ‘it right! to’ declare  that, as aland
oﬂim,olcdo “not: feel . myfelf a tompctént
: Jugmoﬁche.propmq and pm&ma'bﬂlty of
naval operations. « Nor can'l, as a fer\_ra.nt, of
‘the State, qntruﬁcd with 'an important, but
partial Mmmd, prcfume to enter. into the .

Y
, counfels of meﬁers, who, from a_ more

ele\;atqd ftation, furvey and balance the whole
{yftem of  the campaign, and the general
fafctyﬂzdmlfaﬁre of the cmpire.‘ '

Fz e ~ Upon

¥ 6 Iam, howeur, aware of thq difficulties Admi-
mﬂ:ratmn mu& neceﬂ'ar:ly be expofed to, from the va-
riety of :mportapt maters, whzch demand its attention.
And fari‘i:e it fxom ma, my Lord to nnpnt; the delays
I have expcnen'ced to gu;r of 1 the ng s Minifters ; but
Icannﬂtimid):lmemmg thkt they do ‘happien, and I
tremble, £or..the fatal. MW' which' may poflibly
fome sime o oxbesenu S Hosry s e
20 Lord George Germain, dated April 30, 1781.
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L;cutcnant—cow 3rqce Wmﬁl Jnlﬁngu aveid
an md’takcs for, a6 - Wi t\;ﬁfh&hm of Fyolm-havmg
cvery ‘Teafon to be fitisfied with the wa&wn fhewn to

you by the ng, and with t thc p:mﬁ;am deﬁrc of his

ﬁxmﬂ:{:rs to glve ybu all poﬂible f;;p;rti 1 could not
hellg rcgrctt:ng that there fhould have been the Epaft ap-
Ecar;;c; :ai" hat wanl: of coﬁﬁdmcé'bétwm m, wlm.h
ﬁ::g’ﬁi 5rejtﬁfét’“é public  fervice. . Your nfﬁanmon
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Jepsﬁ&m findilig every attentioh on my pats tothofe
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ﬁif’eiy'ﬂ‘feméee&% Carryinig on i different parts of
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% given to the operaﬁons I had proje@ed,
mxgwledge of the change happened tdo
lat?ﬂtq e;tm:a:e n&e ‘from the’ éﬂﬂfaquew
_of Lord gmmﬂn‘s’s ‘{ilifatéd “arch into
v Vmgxétg,j and the orders they had" probably
. oa;qﬁoned- F‘carre.-i'&tantrlgj ity " of “the evils
- which wmald re?ulIf' from''this fatal mové
o the softant T Heard OF it,'1 immediately at
the time communicated my apprehenfions to
 the American "Minifter. - And as my letter
- to h:m ‘of ’the I&h“of]uly:, 1781, {peaks
very . fully on tﬁxs and” otlier ‘ matters, of
© which 1 fear the ‘pubhc has ‘been ‘Hitherto
equally mxﬁnformﬂd, I ﬂlall take the liberty
to ‘conclude" this Narranm wth rhe fojlow-
mg éx’tr:r& from ity '
% Ican

ﬁ“ mld muﬂ: acconnt for the dnfappomtm:nts you
- fometimes ﬁlﬁta Béat you may reﬁ: :ﬂ'nred, tliat every
- department of ﬂbyuwneat is a;mqua »to i'umr.ﬂ: ydn
 with the woll effe@tual ;means: of caxrying on the war
wxzhrm “to. youcfelf, and with admtage to the
State. ~—Extradt from Lord George Germain’s Letter to
~ 8ir Heary Clinton, dated July 7th, 1781.
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e war- fhould ‘b&nmu&ﬁd ’upmr‘a‘
pcmﬂhent 'and fettled plan- “of- mqucﬁ, by’
femnﬁg and l!refcnnng what his been. rey
: corered ‘But if thefe maxims have beéen, 2
on any accaﬁon, deviated ‘from ' the pzﬂ? '

mgrefs of ‘the war; I muft, i Juﬁme to
| myﬁ:lf declare, that it has neéver 'I'Jéen WAt
mﬁted by'my orders; except, vaﬂj" h i
cafe’ of Rhode-Hlatid. * "Fhis T doubt néeh-.
will appear from. the inftruions T Fave to! |
General Leflie, and the other “geiteral offid
0ers, whom I fent on’ expedl?:ons to' the
ehei‘apak' “For 'if Lord Corawallis 'made’ .
al d‘efultbry move into horth Carolina) and)}
without a_force fufficient to prote& ior prov’
ﬁﬁdﬁs tf'f fbppott 3thérn, ﬁﬂte&’%yvpmdbd
m&n‘dg, “irhﬁ Loydhﬁs ‘to join Him, and ‘after-
wards %‘ound it neq:ﬁary o ‘quit ft&ﬁfrfenﬂlf i
m&e& of that province, ! befoie e’ eotld.
NévEE e t'e"gi% fﬁawu’lf:aé&du ‘I atw
peifuaded yolu' Lordthip will“aeknowledge

me - 5 he
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he *did not, aét under my infiructions § =
nor, were this Lovdthip’s retreat to Wilming-:
ton, a.nd fubfoquent move from’ ﬁque.m.
Yu;g1ma,, in conﬁ:quéncq of yny orders : on)
the contraty, as I foréfaw 3l ithe “unhappy,
confequences of " them, T, thould" certainly,
l}fwc endeavoured to thave fopt:him,» could
I ,}lave[known his 'int'cntfon'a' in propcr times; =
i (wh:chur mnﬁ:be cqn_ﬁ:_ﬂid ilava_ M'n MJ
rapid as your Lordfhip expeed) liave niot 1o,
nyy, fincere concern been fuccefsfnlly degifiver
1 am convineed, he.is, 'as 1 hope werall arey,
- imprefled with, the abfolute neceflity of vi-
gorous exertions in the fervice of his countyy,
at-the, prefent: crifis, * I miney however, -
baye not been/equal tomy inclinations, 1
have Hittle daubt; they  will be! found tobe,
at leaft %‘3?1:'109“’1 powers. /41t by o
¢ 1 Thall now, whﬁ;&gm&m,
. clude with  the- flrongeft affiiranges, that nof
mm can-be more fervently defirous than .k
arl am
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am to fee.an .honourable end_put. to thxa
moft burthenfome war.. | And i I remaip in
the command,  that, no endeavours of mine
fhall be wanting. to .m;c-cuqé, ip,,;hp_ _fqueft;_
manner, the King’s pleafure and commands.
Of the 10j000. men L folicited, only 4000
were, even ! promifed; and no portion of
thefe, except a few recruits, ‘has yet, joined
this part of the jarmy. _Your Lordthip’s
laft letters, however, give me Hopcs, that
three Britith battahons and : two thoufand
fix hundred German troops, may be immedi-
~ atelylexpeQed. | If all, thefe _amvp, I fhall
then be able, at, a;proper feafon to réinforcc
the Chefapeak corps very. conﬁderébly and
if - reinforcement does not. hkew1fe come
to the French armament already here, fuch
operations may be carried on as may perhaps
produce fome advantages in the courfe of
the Winter,  But if eur remforcement does
not arrive, and the French .Qlo,uld feceive

G theirs,
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theirs, I thu}k we ﬂxall have bevery thmg to
aEprcheud ; ‘

Before I clofc, hcrwever, 1 beg leave to fay
a word or two in explanation of ‘two obfer-
vations, i the Commiﬂioners of Accounts
Seventh Repart 5 in order to obviate any im-
plied cenfure, they may be fuppofed to point
againft me as Comymander in Chief of the
arn;jr i‘n North America.
' The Commiiffioners are pleafed to fayy
« It appears that the number of the forces
¢ decreafed every year; from 1"7;;8, ‘but the
¢ iffue for the éxtrao‘rdiixary fervices of that
 army greatly encreafed, durmg the fame
€ pei 10d Ad 3 . \

And again, “ In the sceount of the Lﬁhes
“ to the officers in the four departments,
“ we find that the wa;rfart_t_s iffued to the
“ Quarter-mafter's-general, fince the r6th
“ July 1780, and to the Barcack-mafter’s«-
* general fince the 29th June 1580, andte
¢ the Commiffaries-general, fince the zs5th
' « of
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“ of May 1778, have been all temporary,
¢¢ for fums on account ; and that no final
¢¢ warrant has been granted fince thofe fe-
¢ feveral penods, S0 that thefe fums have
¢ been iffued, without eyen the ceremony
““ of a quarterly abftral, and the confis
“ dential reliance on the officer, that his
¢ vouchers are forth coming.”

I arrived in London many days before the '
Lommiffiopers of Agpounts' delivered in thejr
Seventh Report to the Houfe of Commons,
Had thofe Gentlemen called upon me, as
.they did on  Sir William Howé, and Lord
Cornwallis ; had they examined certain offi-
cers of the different departments, who arrived
in England at the time k did, and who an-
nounced themfelves to them ; and had they
read all the Reports of the different Boards
of General Officers and Magiftrates, that
had bwn apgomted by me at New York, to
enquire into the expcnd:turc of P“bhc mo-
aey, gall Whlph reports had been fent to the

G2 Lords
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Lords Commiffioners of the Treafury many
months before) I am perfuaded that their
Report, . would not have' appeared on the
table of the Houfe of’ Commons in thc thape
it has done. - For when'they were informed
(as they,would have ‘been by the means Juft
ftated) thatall the rum purchafed for the
fupply, of the army during the wholc pcnod
of my command, was paid for in America
by my warrantsy whereas béfore then it ufed
to be paid for in Bngland; that confiderable
fums of :money Wwere paid on my warrants
for expences incurred during the command
of my predeceflor, which could not hpbroﬂght
to account fooner ; that proviﬁous"'gdl avery -
confiderable amouns wcre"purc_hafed:in Arﬁe- |
sica, and paid for in' America on ‘my war-
vants, for the fupply of the army, ‘which
might otherwife have been expofed to the
greatef} diftrefs; all'which’ l'ogether am.ount-
ed to nearly 1,500,000l and’ that ttxe m-'
creafe. of pofls, dur-mg my commaud at
Savannah,
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Savannah, Charles Town,iCapeFear, Portf-
mouth, Penobfcot, &c. requiting each their
rcfpe&we e{tabhﬂlments, added of courfe to
the cxtraordmanea of. my army ; and that,
bcﬁdes thefe, ‘and. many others ‘which ¥
could enumcrate, the peculiar circumftances
of my co_mmand expoled me to many ex-
pences'unk_nb'wu to my prcd-océﬁ’or; it is
prefume&, thofe Gentlemen: would have ad<
mitted, that the increafé of the iffues for
the extroardinary fervices of the army uns
der my command, was - accounted for.
This matter, however, went, by my de-
fire, through a very full and formal invefii-
gation, in Auguft 1781, before a Board of
general officers and magiftrates (of which
Lieutenant-general Robertfon:was Prefident)
under the title of a Comparative View of
Expences mcurrcd from the 31t December, -
1775, to the I6th quay, 1778 (the time
of Sir Wﬂham ‘Howe’s command) and of

what wvas pzud by me, between the 26th of
May
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May 1978, and the guftiof December 1780, -
Which produced: the following rcport from
that Board. -

¢ The great national. expence in the
¢« firft period of Sir William Howe’s coms
¢ mand, arofe from the whole navy, and
¢ 2 very numerous fleet of tranfports, be-
“ ing employed in attending the move-
¢ ments of ‘the army; no part of . which
¢ appears in Sir .William Howe's - wars
¢¢ rants,

“ The expence of the (mer-maﬂer-
¢ general, Barrack-mafter-general, and En.
¢ gineer departments, were neceffarily fmall,
«¢. while'the troops were on board thips, or
¢ had thus fupplies from tranfports,

¢ During part of the firft period, the
¢ oreat article of expence, rum, was pros
¢¢ vided for by a contradl, made in Eng-
¢ land, and paid for there.: Whereas,. du-
¢ ring the {fecond period, the rum was pur-

: g chafed
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¢ chafed by the Commiffary-general, and
¢« paid for by the Commander in Chief’s
“ warrants. A very large quantity of pro-
¢¢ vifions purchafed alfo, during the latter
¢« period; fwells the amount of the ware
¢ rants. : _

¢« But what deftroys a pefiibility of draw«
“ ing any juft conclufion from a comparifon
¢ of the amount of the warrants in thefe
“ two petiods; arifes from this; that a great
¢¢ part of the expence incurred by Sir Wil-
“ liam Howe, was paid by warrants granted
¢ by Sir Henry Clinton.”

This report having been regularly tsanf-
mitted to 'the Treafury, L muft fuppofe it
was laid “before' the Commiffieners of Ac-
counts. Had it been read by thefe Gentle~
men, ‘it is" prefumable it would have, at
leaft, accompanied:theirs: - «

With regard to the fecond obfervation
alluded to, refpedting my not granting final
warrants to certain departments from certain

periods ;
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petiods ; if the commiffioners had read all the
above papérs,z 1 think it would have occurred
to them ; thatas a Commiffary of Accounts
had been commiffioned, and . was a&ually
employed in auditing the accounts of the
different depgr&ne“nt's, I could not, with
propriety, grant final warrants to any of
the departments upon their quarterly ab-
ftrats (as had been before practifed) un-
till their accounts  had been firft audited
and certified by the Commiflary. +

As to the mode of fupply which I found
eftablithed, when I fucceeded to the com-
mand of the army in North America, and
which 1 underftood had been approved by
Government, I certainly could not, in pru-
dence, have made any alferations or reduc-
tion in it, as long as 1 had offenfive opera-
tion in view. The inftant, howwe}, that
I received orders to place the army upon a -
ftri& defenfive, I propofed fuch a reduétion
as could take place. And when 1 obtained

his
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APPENDIX.

NUMBER 1

Extraét of a Letter from La-rd George Ger-
main to Sir Henry Clinton, dated May

2, 1781,

“(CONCEIVING therefore fo highly s
"1 do of the importance of the Southern pro-
" vinces, and-of the vaft advantages which muft
_attend the profecution® of the war upc;n the

prefent plan of extending our conquefts from

fouth to north ; it was a great mortification
to me to find, by your inftruétion to Major-

General Phillips, that it appeared to be your
intention that only a part of the troops he car-
ried with him fhould remain in the Chefa-
' H2 peak ;
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Ink and that he and Gencra} Arnold.

thould i&ﬁnhlfo‘ke‘v 'Y;;][;: Ieavmgﬁnlm&
fufficiesit force to fe-rve Hf'cn' mg;,r}lfons n. the
_ pofts'they mlght ‘cﬁth.fh in V:rgpm%.l,_ Your
xdeas, tberef'ore, of thc 1m£ortancc of TS0,
vering “that’ provmcc appcarmg to be, fo difs;,
ferent from mine, 1 thought it proper to.afk,
the advice of his Majefty’s other fervants
- upon the fubjedt ; and their opinions concur-
ring entirely wnh rnme, 1t has b::n fubmu;-
“ted to-the Km\g ; b3na I am’ complandcd by,
his Majefty. to* 'acquamt you' that the rcco- _
very of the Southern Provinces and the pro- ;
_ fecutign of the war, by pufhing: rour web%}]{xeﬁls '
from ﬁ;qjh to,north, is  to be confidered ‘as"’
the chief and principal objeét for the{bm?foy“
ment of f all the, forces,1 undetoyour commiand,”
whith. ca.ﬁJJe fpased from the defence of ‘the
placcs in ms Majefty’s pofleflion;! antil'ie 5"
accompllfhﬂ%’}"qblw, lisan bswqh od dsa 2843 1
* The three regiments from Ireland, and”
the Britith recruits that went with them, are,

1 truft,
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1 truft, wcll on fhcu‘ way by gln ;;me to.
Charles T%Wn aha as S:r Gcorge, Rodney:
will’ brmg you ]ﬁn;ce more. regiments from,

the Teeward' Iﬂands bcfore the hurricane

months, the augmentat:on of your force °

muft, ‘1 fhotild't think, be eqqa] to the u;moft
of your withes.

NUM BER"L"

Extraét of a Lester from Lord .Gearge Ger-
main to Sir Hmry Clinton, dated j’w 6,
1781.

« L SHALL thereforc otﬂy‘ obferve in ad-

dition to all I haye hitherto. written’ upon the
the fuh;g&, that 1 am' well, pleafed t6 find’

~ Lord f(;omwalhs s opinion entirely coincides

with mine of. the greatimportance of pufhing

the war on the fide of Virginia with all the -

force that can be fpa.red until that provmi:'e" xs

NUMBER

g
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“Copy ‘¢y’ ‘\a Leiter. from Rear . Adniral, Sir
8. Hood to SiroHuClintoiy. M off Cape
Hem;y, Axg:g@ 25 ey vhin i 2] ol i

<SR, ‘
« HEREWITH fou ‘will receive a dupli-
cate of the letter. I had the honour to write

you by Licut. Delanoe of the A&wc bng, in
cafe any misfortune thould have btfallen her

Al Aol 06 tai s g

in rctummg to Ncw York N - am now

- fteering for Cape Hem-y, in order to éxamine

the Chefapeak. From thcnch fhall procl.ed
to the Capes of the Delaware and notmﬁemg,
or ‘hearing any. thing of De Grallé, ‘or any
detachment of fhips he might have fent upon
this caaﬁ,ﬂmllt‘bennmrhcbeﬁufmy
way off Sandy Hook. - ThisT have. commu-
mnicated “to Rear oﬁdﬁmd Graves, in “order

“that he may determine my aa&wnguw not,
as the King’s fexvice miay require. - "

¢ T have
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T ¢ havc the hanour to fend'you my lind |
of: battle, by W.hlch jmu will fee the number
and force of MMA ﬁy quuﬁdfon under my
command ; and, I truft, youw will think it
equal, fully to defeat any 'defigns of the ene-
my, let De Grafle bring or fend what {hips he
may, in 2id to thofe under De Barras.

e e b

¢ Ihavc the honour to be, &c

(S!gned) et okl “-SAM:-HOO_D.

NUMBER Iv.

Cogrlgf a Letter from Gerierad Wafbington to
- Count De Grale, dated W' 117 mﬁurg, Sep-
Mr 26 r\yih. v |

« 1AM mabfc t;o defcnhe tp yonr Excel-
lnncyvﬂ'k pamful amty un&er yu.blch I have
laboured ﬁnqc tbe’ mecpt;on of Athe letter you
aﬁm tthmnour to wnteme.pi the 23d in-
fant. - l'ﬂ:nmﬁﬁﬂmbf the qﬂl_ﬁprce under
yoﬁr&pmnﬂm@:kh yous. Eapgu.r.ncy fays
may poﬂib_ly hppenr ﬁnga, the information

4 communicated

-
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aftera prodxglous cxpcncc, fatlgue, and exer-
tions; but thie probable difbanding of the
whole army ; for the prefent feat of war be-
ang fuch, as abfolutely precludes the ufe. of
waggons; fromr the great number of large
rivers which interfet the country, there will
be a'total want of provifions, unlefs this in-
convenience is remedied by water carriage.
This province has been {o éxhaufied by the
ravages of the enemy, and by the fupport
already ‘given 'to our forces, that fubfiftence
nuft be drawn from a diftance, and that can
be done'only by a fleet fuperior in the Bay.

“ T-earneftly beg your Excellency would
confider, that if, by moving your fleet from
the fituation agreed on, we lofe the prefent
opportunity, we fhall never hereafter have it

. in our power to ftrike for decifive 2 ftroke,
that the Britith will labour without intermif-
fion'to fortify a place fo ufeful to their fhip-
ping ; and'that then the period of an honoura-

ble: pmce‘mll be farther-diftant than ever.
R ity oy Wl gt Besi g A “Fhe



a3 ¢ The aoliﬁﬂenccl have in your Excellen-
« ey's manly fpirit and naval talents leaves me
1o ‘doubt that the confideration of the confes
quences that muft follow your departure from
the Bay will determine you to ufe all poffible
means for the good of the icommon  caufe.

From the aflurances of the moft expert failors,
I am perfoaded that your Excellency may
take fuch a pofition in the Bay as toleave no-
thing to be apprehended from an attempt of
the Englifh fleet ; that this pofition will atthe
{ame time facilitate the operations of the fiege,
~{ecure the tranfportation of our provifions by
water, and accellerate our approaches by land-
‘ing our heavy artillery and warlike neceffaries
in York River almoft clofe to our trenches,
¢ The force faid to have arrived under Ad-
* miral Digby, as the news comes from the Bri-
“tifth themfelves, may not only be exaggera-
ted, but perhaps abfolutely falfe ; bat fuppo-
fing it to be true, their whole force united can-
not beduch as to give them-any hopes of fuc-
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cefs in thc_.at_uskmg your fleet. 1f the poﬁ-

_tion for your fhips to lie-at an anchor, which
we agreed upon, -has fince appeared impracti-

«cable, there; is ftill another meafure may be
adopted 3 -which, - though much inferior. as
to the fecurity and facility it will give to our
land operations, may fiill be of advantage to
our affairs. The meafure, I mean, is to cruife
off the Bay, fo as to keep the Capes always in
fight, and to prevent any Englith veficls get-
ting in. -

“ Whatever plan you may adept, I am to
prefs. your Excellency to perfevere in the
dcheme {o happily concerted between us; but
if you fhould find infurmountable obftacles in
the way, let me ultimately bcg of you not to
relinquith the laft mentioned alternative of
-preventing all veflels from the enemy entering
the Bay of Chefapeak.

#¢ The Britith Admiral may mangeuvre
his fleet, and endeavour to draw you from the
main obje®t we bave in view ; but I can

12 never
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evet Bi-.hcve“ that e wﬂiufeﬁouﬂy mﬂl to
bring on a general altion with 'a fleet, whofe
force, I ‘will anfwer for ity is fuperior to the
moft exaggerated accounts we ‘have of theirs, -
Paffed experience has tauight ‘thém not  to
hazard themfelvgs with: equal numbers; and
has drawn from them, though unwillingly,
the moft refpeétful opinions of their enemy.

¢¢ Permit me to add’ that the abfence of

your fleet from the Bay may frufirate our de-
fign upon the garrifon at York. For in the
prefent fituation of matters, Lord Cornwallis
might evacuate the place with the lofs of his
artillery, baggage, and a few men, facfiﬁces; \
which would be highly juftifiable from the
defire of {aving the body of ‘the army.
= Lhe Marciuis de la Fayette, who does
me the honour to carry this letter to your
Excellency, will explain to you better than
any other perfon, or than I can do by letter,
many particulars of our prefent pofition. 'Y our
E‘rccllcncy is acquainted with his candour and
talents,



' mthtary operations in that quarter corre{ponds

talents, whlch N ltlcs him to your conﬁdena.-.
I have ordered him not to pafs the Cape for
fear of accadeat, in-cafe you fhould ‘be at
“fea. /1f this be fop he will inclofe this difpatch
ina ¥tter from himfelf,

"
“ I have the honour, &c.

“ G, WASHINGTON.”

NUMBER V.

Extrait from Lord George Germain's Let-
ter to Sir Henry Clinton, dated October 12,
1781,

«“ IT is a great fatisfattion to me to find

.your ideas of the importance of {ecuring a na-

val ftation in the Chefapeak capabile of giving
protection to the King's fhips, appointed to

" intercept the navigation of that Bay, fo en-

tirely ‘coincided with my own; and that the
plan “you had concerted for conduting the

with
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with what 1 ha&‘fuggcﬁc¥ in my former
letters to you on that fubjedts Itruft, there-
fore that' Lord Cornwallis: will. retain the
whole of the troops you =io very properly
fpared for the fervice in the Chefapeak ;ror if
he has fent you any part, that you will re-
turn them to him.  And as foon as the heats
are abated, tranfport a ftrong dctachment to
Baltimore, &c. 9
¢ The provifion you made for the fouthern
fervice was certainly moft ample. And I bave
always confidered and {poke of itas a circums.
ftance highly to your honour ; and 2s.an evi-
dence of your being d€tuated by the Pﬁrcﬂ
zeal for the public fervice. And though Ilag
ment cxcccdmg‘ly that from a concurrence of
untoward events, the fuccefs was not equal to
the fanguine expe&ations 1 had entertained,
I never imputed any part of the difappoint-
ment to a deficiency in your fupplies” - ...

NU M-



NUMBER VI

X ‘E‘&;mﬁ Jfrom Sk Henry, Clinton’s. Letter o

1781 ‘“—" =

“/ CANNOT fay Icredit the reports of
the French being upon the coaft. Should
they prove falfe, and there was little probabi-
lity of their coming for a week or ten days, I
think thofe could not be better employed than

in ‘a vifit to Rhode-Ifland. ‘The recruits I
~ have lately received enable me to make this
offer, whenever you think it prudent to at-
tempt it. If you determine, I requeft that Cap-
tain Duncafi may dire& the water-movements

of the army.”

Extralt from Sir Henry Clinton’s Letter to
Rear-Admiral Graves, dated Auguft 18,
Sk vy -
« WHENEVER, Sir, you think the fleet
under your command is in number and ftate

13
H

gqual
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equal to the undcrtaking,- anfl you will give
me ‘twenty-four hburs ‘netife, - every thing
fhall ' be immediately embaked s and I{kall <

with pleafure accompany yojt pre&ifaumic”

A ;

NUMBER "VII N

Eutracts from Rear-Admiral Graves's Letters
to Sir H. Clinton, dated 18 and 21 Auguft,

1781. | ) | |

¢ IN anfwver to your propofition, Ican
only affure you by letter, what I had the ho- 4
nour to declarein perfon; that 1 amready to
concur with your Excellency inany ' enter-
prize where you found a probability of fuc-
cefs; and that I would rifk ‘the fquadron
whenever you, thought it advifeable to ritk
the army. SRS
¢ The Robufte is fo leaky, I am forced to
fend her to the yard for reparation ;' *and [
fufpect that her ‘guns and heavy furniture
mufi be taken out toenable the fhipwrights to
4 - ! examine
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cacked 1R, in'fo wrpfepated & fire, by 15"
potverful an dtnfy and aveillery, dothing bt
the hopes of relief wotld havé indiced 'meé to
aftempt its defence.  For T would “eithier”
have endeavonired tb\éfdpé‘té New York, by*
rapxd marches from' the Glodcetter m* i
mEdlite?y'bﬁ“tﬁe areival of General Wafkifgs
ton’s troops at Williamfburg; o T would;’
ndtwuhﬁhndiug“ the difparity” &“nuﬁi‘b&r}
have attacked them” ﬁr'éhétpeﬁ'ﬂ&ld: %&? '
it might have been juft poffible that Fortdne
m&:ﬂﬁveﬁm&dthe*gﬂmy of thie Hand-
fual of troops wnder ‘my tommand, But, being
affured by your Excéllency's fetters thit evety
(mﬂi ¢ ‘means “m ﬁe’m%ﬁw
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_ ¥ 15, 1 could not think -
iDes tq;;cptpuﬁnzirtbg of thofe
R rm#ﬁ“%m K5

r two days in a firong pafition, in

front of this place, in hopes of being attacked,

upon, obferving that the eucmy weze taking
meafures which could not fail of turning my
lc.ﬁt,ﬂankm a ﬂwrt teme; and recclymg, tk};

{ccpxgc}, evening, your letter of the 24th Sep-

tem}pg. anforming . me that the relief would

{ail abous the sth gf Og&ober, I mthdrew :

within the works on the night of the zgth of

Scptember; hoping, By the labour and fiem-

né‘p, of the 9P protrad the defence un;

Fxﬁﬁ&d._-.ﬁ?m.,lhe, ﬂrmmts_. Df t_la; r,toops,

Byt every difadvantage attended their labour ;

&m‘l‘ﬂ‘ks were  to be coptinued under the

enemy’s fige sc.and our flock of intrenching-

199185 which did not much cxcccd four hun-

dred when s began fo work in the Tatter end
of Auguft, was now much diminithed,

K 2 “ A

c'-ﬂd ‘_"
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'8 A {uccefsful defence, ., haw: 7
fituation, was perbaps. impo Wsm
place could ,only, be recka an intreyched
camp, {ubjet in.. moft, places «to enfilide ;
and the ground in gencral {o difadvantageous,
that nothing but the neceffity of, fortifying it
as a poft to prote the navy could have indus

ced any perfon to ere€t werks upon it.”

Copy of a Letter from Sir Henry Clinton to
Earl Cornwallis, dated 36 November, 1781.

[This lctter was not praducell in the Houfe of Lords.d

¢ My Lord,

¢ AFTER the converfation 1 had with
your Lord(hip before 1 fent your letter to be
publifhed, in which we fecmed fo perfeétly to
agree, I muft beg your Lordfhip’s pardon for
again troubling' you on the fubje&. But,
being informed, perhaps officioufly, that
fome people here fuppofe there are paflages in
1 that
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ifhconvey an idea that you had

2 e by iy orders to take the poft of
Yor t Avas mnot'your own prefe-

%) that you' had repréfented the defééis
of ‘the ground; and were detained there ‘can-
trary to your' own judgement;— and likewile
that T had promifed the exertinns of the navy
before my letter of the z4th' of September: I
am perfuaded your Lordfhip will readily ex-
cufe my requefting a more formal avowal of
your {entiments, deft I fhould have then mif-
taken them. Becaufe, if that thould unfor-
nately be the cafe, I may perhaps be under
the neceflity of taking meafures to obviate
your letter being viewed in the fame light in

Eﬁgland.

¢ ] havethe honour, &ec.

ud s s« H, CLINTON.”

) 4l iiTs
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publication of my Jetter, relative to my rea

fogs for taking po¥flion of-he pafts of Xa&h
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works on Point Comfort could not proteft 3
naval

Refiuvely to pofiels o harboye,
in the Chefa _,“’;‘f-‘.«‘a&%ﬁ‘ﬁ“_ﬁ%’
Excellency will fec, that, after finding
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ﬁl‘& examiniation of it in the month of June,
or on my return to lt in Auguﬁ beca.u{'c, on
the firft occafion, 2 Fhave already had the
honour of explaining to your Escellency, 1
did not, after fecing it, entertain for a moment
an idea of occupying it, not thinking myfelf at
liberty, by theinfira@ions under which I then
afted, to detain the greater part of the force in
Virginia for the pdrpoﬁ of fecuring a harbour
fot Thips of theline§ and, onmy réturn to it
in Auguft, T thoﬁghﬁﬂhen’ beacmie my duty
to make the beft of it I could, having no oﬂm"
hﬁﬁ“oﬁt”{woﬁropufe'lﬁ it plaoe. R AR
“ Tn'regard to ﬂﬂ;‘promx{"e of the exertions
ofﬁ‘#'rmfpr@% to your Ietter of the 24th
' diber, T can only repeat ‘%ﬁ‘lhad“
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; m!é the Gncidedes tha:pm:dﬂed the oxtremny
: m‘.mﬁ’;?-utus 14 furrender. ovd )i

; i I‘hase the bonour, &c
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Copy of a Letier from Sir Henry Clinton to Earl
3 Q@ornwnllisy dated New Vork, 2d and 10th
~iDecembery 17814 - iy
'.iliﬂis'lxiie? wa$ not read in'thé Houfe of Lords.

"

“. M ly Lord

- ¢ AS..your  Lordfhip is plcafcd, in vour
‘ietubof-!ehls day, to revert to the circumfance
of your quitting Williamfburg Neck and. xe
pafling the James River, {o-contrary to the
intentions I withed. to exprefs in my . letters of
the zath and 15th of June, and thofe, referred
to: by them,: and,which L thought they would
baveclearly explained. Your Lordfhip will, [
hope, forgive me, if [ once more repeat that [

L am
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am of opinion, if thofe letters had been proper, )

pear, upon a re-perufal of them, that it was

my defire to recommend to your Lordfhip the
taking a healthy defenfive ftation, ecither at
Williamfburg or Yorks and, after keeping

what troops you might want for the ample
* defence of fuch a poft, and defultory move-
ments by water, to fend me fuch a proportion
of the corps (mentioned in a lift) as you could
fpare, taking them in the fucceffion they are .
there placed.  Your Lordfhip, on the con-
trary, underﬁood thefe as conveying a pofitive
order to fend me three thoufand men, (by
* which you fay your force would have been
" reduced to about two thoufand four hundred
‘rank and file fit for duty ; — having, it is
" prefumed, above 1500 fick ;) and was pleafed
to tell me, in your anfwer, that you could not,
““confifient with my plans, make fafe defenfive
pofts
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pofts at York and Gloucefter, (both oF whdtth
‘would be neceffary for the protecion of fhip-
ping;) and that you fhould immediately re-
pafs James River, and take meafures for com-
plying with my requifition,

“T own, my Lord, that my opinion of the
obvious meaning of the letters referred to,
continues flill the fame ; and I am exceedingly
forry to find, by the letter you have now
honoured me with, that it differs fo widely
from your Lordfhip’s. It is plain, however,
we cannot both be in the right.

¢ My letter of the 11th of July dire&ts your
Lordthip to fortify Old Point Comfort, in
the mouth of James River, with the intention
of fecuring Hampton Road, which the Ad-
miral reeommended as the beft naval ftation,
and requcﬁcd I would occupy. But your
Lordthip's letter of the 2th of July informs
me, you had examined Old Point Comfort,
with the officers of the navy, and the engi-
sieers, and that you were all of opinion, a poft
' : A 2 there

-
[ 4
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there would not -anfiver the pnrpufe- and

that you fhould, thercfore, in compliance
with the fpixit of my orders, feize York and:
Gloucefter, being the only harbour in which:
you could hope to be able to give efediual
proteciion to line of battle fhips. Suppofing,
therefore, of courfe, that your Lordthip ap-
proved, in every refpet, of York and Glou-
cefter, from the preferemce you had thus
given them to the poft 1 had recommended,
1 did not oppofe the choice you had made ;
_having never received. the leaft bint from
vour Lordthip that the ground of York was
~unfavourable, or lable to. be enfiladed till
after you bad capitulated.

¢ With refpet to your Lordfhip’s having
been influenced in your conduct, by the hopes
of relicf, (which you fay was uniformly held
eut to you in all my letters) your Lordfhip
cannot be infenfible, that the poffibility of
effecting it muft have é-ntir:ly depended upon
the exestions of the mavy; which, as I was
not

el
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not authorifed to ‘promife before the 24th of
September, T am perfuaded your Lordfhip
will readily acknowledge, that if your letter

- of the 20th O&ober implies I had done fo be-
fore that period, the implication cannot be
{upported by any thing I wrote previous to
my letter of that date, which you received
on the 29th.

% Asy .thcrefove,' my letters of the 2d and
6th of September, which promife only my
own exertions, did not reach your Lordthip
before the 13thand 14th of that month, and
you did not before then know of Sir Samuel
Hood's arrival, er of Mr. Graves's having
more than {even fail of the line to rombat
Monficur De Grafle’s force, which on the
29th of Auguit you had heard confifted of at
Jeaft twenty-five fail of the line; your Lord-*
thip confequently could have no hopes of re= .
lief before that time. And with relpeét-to
your efcape to New-York, immediately on

_the arrival of General Wafhington’s troops it
Williamiburg,
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Vi.r’illiamfburg, which your letter of the 20th-
of O&ober implies you were prevented from
undertaking, by the receipt of mine of the
24th of September; I muft beg leave to ob-
ferve, that if it had been ever praQicable
after the time your Lordthip mentions (which
I am free to own I do not think it was)it
muft have been between that period and the
time of the enemy’s force appearing before
your lines. It may, therefore, be prefumed,
you could not have been prevented by any
thing I faid in that letter, as you did not re-
ceive it until after the latter event took place.
‘But I readily admit, my Lord, that none” of

my letters could give you the leaft reafon to
{uppofe that an attempt would not be made to
fuccour you.

¢¢ Your Lordfhip will, I am perfuaded, ilfo
+ forgive me, if I again take notice of the too

-

pofitive manner in which you are pleafed “to
fpeak of the opinion I gave you about the
Giling of the fleet ; as my words were, ¢ there

" 1s
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“ is every reafon to hope we fhall flart from
“ hence about the 5th of Oétober.” And in
my letter of the next day, for fear that
thould appear too pofitive, 1 fay, ¢ Itis fup-
¢¢ pofed the neceflary repairs of the fleet will
¢¢ detain us here to the sth of next month;
¢¢ and your Lordfhip muft be fenfible that un-
*¢ forefeen accidengs may lenfthen it out a day
¢ or two longer.”

With regard to entrenching tools, the want
of which your Lordfhip {fo much complains-
of, 1 can only fay, that by the returns made
to me by the Adjutant-general, it appears that

two thoufand five hundred had been fent to the
Chefapeak by the Engmeer, fince General
Arnold’s expedition, inclufive; and that the
firft moment arequifition was made for more,
(which was not before the 23d of Auguft) I
ordered an additional fupply to be fent, w_h:ich
were prevented from going, by the arriv_q% of
the French fleet. 1 own, Lowever, that lwas
not at that time very uneafy on this {core, as
1 fup-
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I fuppofed it poffible for your Lordthip to
have collefted a fufficiency from the neigh-
bouring plantations any time before the in-
veftiture was begun.

« December 10. 1 had wrote thus far,

my Lord, immediately after the receipt of your
Lordfhip’s letter of the 2d inftant. But con-
fidering that it was poffible you might fot
have adverted to the implicaéians, which your
letter of the zoth of OXober may be thought
to bear, from the great agitation of inind and
hurry in which you tell mé 1t was written, I
was uhwilling to givc you at that time more
thit your Lordfhip’s candour will induce you
moft formally to difavotw your having any
fuch intentions by wriling that letter, in cale
« vou find, on your arrnal in Tongland iy tl-.;rt
the paﬁﬁges of it (which I have taI-.cu non 2
of) aré’ underflood as I(ﬁ:fpxﬂ t'ﬁt-y may be
And T thérefoie”intended to have fent this
Tetter ¢o 4 friend to be delivered to you in
2 L ondon,
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and that ths:qﬁérc;l York was yc.::ur Lordﬂﬁp"b‘
preferences as youwcrchuﬁednot to make
me any anfiver, 1 took ,li; for' granted you
agreed with mes

Hil g1 o0

O wHA ' CLIN'TON.
« Lfeutenant.general . ;. . .,
¢« Barl Comwallls-"

NUMBER IX. .

Estrait of a Letter fr:on; Sir }EI}nry Clinton, to
Lord George Germaine, dated December 3,
1781, g

« Y OUR Lotdfhip will have reccived
in my Difpatch, No. 146, the copies.of Lord
Cornwallis's letter to me of the 20th of Oc-
tober, his capitulation for the pofts of York
and Gloucefter, and the otheér papers which
accompanied it. But your Lordfhip will per-

ceive, that T declined making any remarks
upon his letter until I faw his Lordfhip ; know-
ing that my whole correfpondence with him
being ih your.Lordﬂiip's- poffeffion, every
thing twhich wanted explanation could readily
be
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be cleared up. His Lordﬂnp having arrived

i 5 [e e

here °.!‘1fh$,19'§h u tuno, f havé had feveral
converfations thh hims 3 and I have Hiaw the
‘honourito/inclofe, for your Lﬁraﬂ&fp‘ﬁ' infor-
mation, the copy of a letter I wrote him on
the fubje&, with his Lordfhip’s anfwer.

« ] perceive by Lord Cornwallis's letter of
the 20th of O&ober, that his opinion of the
poft of York is very unfavourable; and he
fince tells me, that he does not think the
enemy will beable to make a ftrong one of it.
Had his Lordfhip, however, 'not heen fo very
decided in his fentiments of the poft, all the
accounts | had ever:before received of the fitu-
ation and defenfibility ot ' the -ground would,
I confefs; 'have inclined 'me to- have thought

- welk ST e w6

Ma - N U M-
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Cipy of aLétter from Si¥ Elonry Clinton, 4a
wdord 'Georgé Germam, Ja;‘rd Deceméer 6y
1781 |

¢ My Lorla,

¢ ] have, fo often had the honour ofdaliv;::;a
ing the fame fentiments to your Lordfhip,
that I muft beg your pardon for again troubling
you with the repetition, that I have evc;; beer:
of opinion that operation fhould not be under-
~taken in the Chefapeak, without having a
:Nl {uperiority in thefe feas; and to the
want of it, and perhaps to that alone, are we
to impute our late misfortune in that quar+
ter. Therefore, when I did myfelf the bonour
of fending you a copy of Lord Cornwallis’s
letter to me of the 2oth of O&ober, Idid not
think it neceflary to trouble your I.O‘l‘dlﬂ]ig
with any remarks upon fome paffages of it,
which might feem to imply, that his Lord-
thip
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fhip bad been  foreed dnto 4 bad poft by my
orders, notwithftanding he had reprefented its
 defedts, and had been induced to remain. there
contrary 'to his Judgmcnt by the pofitive affu-
rances | had given him of relief ; efpecially as
your Lordthip was pofieffed of our correfpon-
dence, which could in the fulleft, manner in-
validate every implication.of that-fort, and I
wifhed to have an qp.po_rtuuity of {peaking to
Lord Corawallis before .1 faid any thing on
fo dehcate a fub_lc& & )

K Smce Lo:d Cornwallis’s arrival here,
have had @ good deal of converfation with 1‘
Lordﬂnp upon this bufinefs s, by which, and
by the anfwcr he bas, fent me-to a letter I
wrote h:m the.reon, (copies of which are in-
clofcd) it appears, that his Lordfhip admits
this was not the cafe. . But as Lord Cornwal-
lis's dxfavowal is not fo explicit and dire® in
his lctter, & I could wifh, and I think juftice
to my chara&er requires, 1 beg your Lord-
fhip’s attention to the following obfervations;

which
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whichi T hopethe anxiety T muft naturally feel
on this' occafion;  ‘will ‘plead my excufe for
troubling yowwith ; though they'may not be
neceflary to vindicate me'with your Lordthip,
who is already o' competent to judge.

« T am perfuaded that it will -appear by
‘my letters .to* Lord Cornwallis -of the 11th
and 15th of June, ‘and thoft ‘referred to by
them, that I recommended “his taking a
healthy, defenf ve ftation, either at William{-
burg, or York; and defired that, after keep-
g what troops he might want for its moft
an¥ple defence and defultory movements by
water, his’ Lordfhip would fend me fuch a
proportion of the corps (mentioned in a lift)
as he ‘could fpire, taking them in'the fuc-
ceffion they are there placed.” But his Lord-
fhip, on the ‘contrary, u‘ndei'ﬁanding that
“thefe letters conveyed a pofitive order to fend

" me three thoufand men, (by which he fays
hisforce would have been reduced to about
twa

r
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two thoufand four hundred rank'and file fit for,
duty, having probablyat that time a numerous
fick) told me in-his ‘anfwer; that he could
“not, ‘confiftent : with- my - plans,  make fafe
defenfive pofts at York and Gloucefter, (both
which would be neceffary. for -the protection
of fhipping) and that he fhould immediately
repafs  James River; and take meafures for
complying  with - -my requifition.  Finding,
therefore, that his Lordﬂ'up had fo entirely
mifconceived my intentions, I immediately
confulted with Rear Admiral Graves upon
the fubje& of -his letter; and the Admigal
being of opinion that a naval. ﬁatioj
Chefapeak for large fhips was abfolutely re-
quifite, and that Hampton Road appcared
to be the fitteft for the purpofe, I defired
his Lordfhip, at the Admiral’s requeft, to exa-
mine Qld Point Comfort in the mouth of
~ James River, and fortify it, upon the fup-
pofition that a work there would fecure that
harbour ;
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Jharbour; :and if his-Lardfhip thought a poft
at York neceflary to cover. Old Point Com:
fort, he was ap liberty taltake that glfo.
"This order ,was fent to Lotd . Cornwallis
in my letter of the .x_nhl,:of -July, -and his
Lordfhip’s anfwer to it:is dated the ajth;
wherein; he informs 'ne, - that having exa-
wined Old Point Comfort with the Cap-
tains of the King's fhips and the engincets,

; and being all of opinion apoft there would

not anfwer the purpefe, he thould, in compli-
ance with the {pirit of my orders,  {eize York
and Gloucefter, being the only harbour vint
which: he conmld hepe to be able to give ef-
fegtual proteétion to line of battle  fhips.
Copies -of thefe letters are inclofed for your
Lordihip to refer’ to; and I truft it will ap-
pear from them, that the poft at York was
in this inftance entirely his Lordthip's choice:
But never having received any reprefentation
frem his Lordfhip, by which I could have

: 1 : the .
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“the leaft coticéption he thought the ground
difadvantageous and Tiable to “enfilade, (as
" ftated in’ his letter of the 20th of O&ober)
" and; fuppofing from the preference his Lotrd-
fhip had ‘thus given it to the one T had re-
commended, that he fully approved of York
and Gloucefter, Town1 did not ‘oppofe his
laying bold of ‘them, as T could not enter-
tain'the fmalleft doubt of their being defen-
fible, and fuch a poft as I had told his
Lotdfhip I wanted. And, indeed, if his Lord-
thip had not now informed me that it was a
bad one, the eagernefs with which I under-
ftand the French have fince feized and are for-
'tifymg It, would’cmdme me ﬂ:zll to think

well of i it.
o Wit refpect to his Lordfhip having

been influenced in his condud by the hopes =
of relief, (which he is pleafed to fay T uni-
formly held out to him. in all my letters) his
Lordfhip could not be infenfible that the pof-
N ., fibility
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ﬁhilrtj,q!; eﬁ'p&uig it muft have ﬁﬂt y ﬂc-
pcnded npon the exertions of. t&:ﬁ%;ﬁh&& o
as I was, not_authorized to pr l;m;rbe-
fore the council of war hqld thdzu:h of
September, 1 am_perfuaded ithat the. imPht:a-
tion'in his TLordfhip's Icttez that Ihhd donc -
fo before that period, cannot be i{uppofud (a¢
ipdeed  his Lordfhip now*feems to acksiow
]cdgcj by any thing 1 wrote. tO*him, p’rcimmi
to my letter: ‘of that date, “which hc received
on ‘the 29th. As, “therefore; my letters bf
the 2d and ‘6th'of September, ’wlﬁdb 'pi*o:h‘iff
only my ‘own exertions, did 110t - reach Yﬁ“s’
Vordthip ‘before the 13th and "r4th" of that
month, ‘and he dtd not‘héﬁtb-fhcrf’kﬂbw ﬁ'
Sir S. Hood‘s arrival, or that Adm:ral i‘irans:é; _
hid morc than féveh! Gl of t'He Tine to com-
bat ‘\‘IOnﬁeur de Gl‘aﬂé s forcc, whofe amvml
it"ap pear‘s rﬂ&d‘j his’ ord pé”leﬁ e gc
khew of on“the zgﬂ: ‘of Anguft, anﬁ"ﬁ?t
pofcd rrfo Ve %y five” ik “F'the 1‘.‘.{e,
. “his
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h.ls Loréﬂ'qp conﬂ:quently did not reccwc

from me any dees of ‘relicE before that time,
e Wzﬂl 'ncgard to lusr 'LOrdfhlps cfcape

qf Gc_ncrai Waﬂungton s troops at Williamf{-
burg; ‘which his letter of the zoth of Oober
implies- he was prevented from undertaking
by the receiptof mine of the 24th of Sept.
l.__»-.cannot help being of ‘opinion,. that'a re-
i_z:}rat.x after.-Mr. Wathington joined, was im-
practicable, and that it was at no time to be
effe@ted to the northward, for reafons which
I gave his Lordfhip. - But had it been.ever
- poflible,, after the time- his, Lordlhip men-
tions, it muft, I think, have been -between
that period and the time of the enemy’s force

prefenting itfelf before the lines of | York;
and it is Egnfggllggﬂyipxqfumablg, his Lord-
fhip was not preyented by, any, thing I fuid *
: in that }_Fr‘te.r, as he ~acknowledges he did not
recewe it grml after the latter event tock
- plaqc. B,.ltl,:cadlly admit, my Lord, ;hat_-

N 2 _ none

-
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none of ‘my. letters,‘could give his Lordfhip

. the leaft reafon to fuppofe (that an ‘atteriipt

would not be made to fuccour him, though,

I'muft-confefs, I think his L;Jr%ip‘tffpcaks:

in his letter rather too! pofitively of the opi-
nion I gave in mine, -as; to. the tune of the
fleet’s failing, ) My, words being, ¢ There is
¢ every reafon to hope wethall ftart from '
¢ hence, about. the. sth - of O&ober.’ - And

left even that fhould be thonghy pofitive,

I the next daj‘ told him, * that unforefeen

¢ accidents may lengthun it out a day or

¢ two longer.” | . - 1 "

#¢ The . complaint hls Lnrdﬂllp makes oE
the want. of intrenching . tools, T, can only
anfwer, by {aying, -thdt, it appears from’ the
Adjutant-general’s returas, to, mey ."h”’," two .
thoufand five hundred bad. been fent by the .
engineer to the Chefapeak with- the; ﬂ‘ﬁfl’ﬂll‘
expeditions, fince the, one: commanded. hy
General Arnold mclnﬁvc. and  the firft mo-
ment a requifition was made for more, (whtch

2 was
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was not 'before his Lord(hip’s Tetter of the
22d of  Auguft) 1 ordered an additional fup-
- ply tobe fent, 'which ‘were prévented from
going 'by ‘the arrival of the French fleet.
But 1 muft own, ‘my Lord;" that T as not
then very uneafy on this fcore, s T flattered
myfelf it was  poffible: for 'his , Lordthip to
have * colleted what he wanted from' thé

nmg!ibounng pkmtanons any time béfore the
 inveftiture was begum. il
#¢« No'man, my Lerd, can feel more fcnf bly
than I'did for the unhappy fituation of Lord
Cornwallis and his gallant army, whofe me-
ritortous condudt, 'fpirit,; and zéal, Yon il oc-
cafions, muft heighten' our ankiety and con-
ceen for their “prefent “fate’; and thérefore a5
his“Lordfhip ‘i pleafed to tell me that his
letter of the' 2oth' of O&ober was written
- under gréat agitation of ‘mind’and in ‘great
hursy, “which ‘might poffibly ‘have prevented
his ‘adverting “to" the implications’ which it
- may be thought to bear, I cannot, at prefent, -
£v with
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with to give his ﬁmﬂﬂmap more tropblc t,m
the {ubject, although his anfwer of the 2d
inflant is not {o explicitly fatﬂfa&ory as, 1 '
expefted it would have, been; fol-,[ if thc
paﬁ’agcs in that letter, whzch I havF t.a,kcn
_ mnotice of, fhould. be- und;:rﬂood in Europe
in any refpe& to my prejudice, I/ cannot -
doubt his Lo?dfhip will have candour gnongh
moﬁ fonpally to dlfﬂVO&J.hlA@ haying, any,
fuch mtcntmns. But if .h1s Lo;dg;m con-
trary to_my cxegc&auon, fhall_not, be ,ip-
clmed to do fo, I muft be obliged, though
relu&andy, moﬁ eamciﬂy o, requeft jyoux
Lordﬂ'up to render me that juflice, (which -

I am perfuaded you think I defefse); b:qnqb-
hﬂunﬁjdus letter, .

e o oy e

i aiila sl s Lepomistede; Bidor (AN i
2l “‘ I i:avc the honour G
f g r ey

\ . H. CL]NTON."

-
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Extraét _ﬁ'om Sir-. H Cbam 5 Iy?m&zam to
M:.yar-Gmeral sz! ipsy| dared Marcb IO,
u xysk* Hlgea!
T IRV R T S R fIR) 00y
i TR the Admlrai “difapproving of Portf-
mouth, and f&qm!" ng a fortified ‘Ration for
lafge ﬂ'ilfis i’ the ‘Chiefapeak, fhould propofe
Yorki Tewn, ‘ot Old Point Comfort, if pof-
~ feffion 'of “citheér can bé ‘acquired and mam-.-
taied *mﬁ&o\m great rifk " or Tofs,” you are
atfiberty t6-take ‘Poflaffion thereof.  But.if
the objections ‘are fuch as you think forcnble,
you muft, after ﬁatmg thofe OBJe&IOI'IS, de-

cline it tlll folid opa-atlons talne place in

the Chefapeak.” -
’ '/I' ':.‘- ?-b‘, " . r .l =5 % -, ! I
Extras
LU M ‘
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zrr quh-?' X hﬂ"m‘fi‘

Sy e
wf“é-‘?@ L ST
- gm- Offcer for bis G ‘

¥ oINS % oRe i h
46 BUTif the heights of, York, and $'i°l:°

&Ftﬂeumw m 1
o
 lhors & infue beiore the caemy, canmove  force,

“&e. againft it, it may not be advifeable, to at-
tempt it, In that cafe fomething; may, pof-

“fibly be done at ©Id Point Comfott to cover

“farge thips lying iri Hampton soad, which is
meaxwmw I neither %hﬁ'
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NUMBER XL Videp.7. 115

* Extraét frm Sir Hmy Clinton's Letters 1o
Lard George Germm '

OCTOBER 30, 1780, «1 ﬂ‘lall ina few
days fend to Charles-town, all the recruits
belonging to the fouthern army, whichwill
be about eight hundred.” And then, includ-
ing the corps under General Leflie, Lord
Cornwallis will have full 11306 cffeftive
rank and file under his orders.

Apr'li sth, 1981, ¢ After the reduftion
of Charles-town, Lord Cornwallis informed
me, that he thought the force I left with bim
fully competent to the defence of South, and
moft probably the reduition of North Caro-
ina. -1 had, therefore, at that time no other
intention (threatened as we werg, by the ex-
pe€ted arrival of a French fleet and army in *
Rhode-Ifland) than to fend an expedition in-
to Chefapeak, merely by way of making a

'« S diverfion
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diverfiop-in hianrd(hiP’-e'W until; more
fohd OPcmtm}l might' take uglgees i Whnch I
wasoin “hopes: that. a&equgm remfo&emmta-.’
from Eurepe, would have enabled the to un-
dertake . earlyn in ithe | prem_m,_}{ Events, -
hosyever, wotwithftanding the very glorions,
exegtions, which. were made at Camden,, -
tered Lord Comwallis’s ituationdo much as -
to ke it necqffary. for fiim. to eall the vorps -
1 bad fent o Chefapeak with Genetal Lefliey
(and. which 1 had puti-under; his Lordfhip’s’
oxders); 0 a. nearer .co-gparation: ' Being,
therefore, fiill, defirous o fecure ia poft-in
that, bay to cover the King's, frigates: which
might  be acting there ;. Wiwﬁb‘mm '
withing to give Lord Corawallis every: affift=

- ance, in, my powes; L fent. thither anothet
detachment, under the' orders .of Brigadier-

« gengral Arnolds, whigh, ! thouglynotifa. cons
fiderable; as  the former met with the fullef
fucgefs; ;and willy, I doubt not, have greatly
Mfmmmm nﬁ,.the army /in Caro-

lma b
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ting.r QF.WI,MQM ‘having sdetached
a body, of stroaps to. the fouthward;-and the
French :having, embarked .in their flect, ano-
ﬂl&i, from theis Rumy at Rhode=i{land, wWith
én  apparent iftention. of nterrupting ‘our
%’#ﬂ% WJHWWDHA ‘the 4Qgrqiinas,-'-'
1 was induced tofendito the .-Che.fapqak ano-
ther. expedition’ (drawmn principaily from ithe
eliteof my army), upder Majorsgeneral Phik- -
Jips, i Alli thefe ) feveral - detachmentsy youy
Lordfhip will perccive.are acting, eithex Wh '
or in, fayour af.lfurd Cornwalkisi But,..,
Generak Wathington’s letter to Mr. Harrifon
(a copys of swhich. your Liordfhip will fee -
amongft the intercepted letters inclofed) inti~
matesy, that, there will mot ke .oppofed ta his'
Loxdthip, above: two:thoufand contimentals
 more, than General Green had: with him be:
forasecl am Jed (20, hope ‘thaty when his
Logdfbip. ‘has - cftablithed - himfelf int Noreh-
Canglinay: avery, confiderable. portion ‘of his.
jarmy nay be. Wﬁ-ﬂlﬁ,ﬂ in'catrying!ints

Jhed” execution



100 APPENDIX
" exbeutivn I flich fiviler > operations, as Lord
* CorWallis*may> thave' €6 .propofes or the
“whole orfuchiparteas fhall befound pradi-
edble of thiole ¥ had defigried, énd accordingly
" expldiied to"Major<general Phillips,~in {ome
"Rofivetfitions”I ‘had ‘witkivhim before his.de-
'pm‘fm-c ru:w)w bus awfl beoshss oo Ny
Cand ffan a’t’teﬁlpt ﬁpomthe forts in tl'.\e high
" finds” HAN' H6%,7 on ‘miature deliberation be
tﬁ‘éugh?i‘di‘i'fcﬁb}t and nothing 'elfe offers in
“ihis" él‘ﬁaﬂel"’ T Thalt prbbably reinforee ‘Ma-
jor -géneral Pﬂullps, ond’ dite® hiny'to carry
o on Tuch oPeranons 28 'may’ moft” effetrtally
avour’ thdﬁ- of Lord Coriwallis; uitil fome
" plan can 'be detérmined on- for’ the camipsign.
" For, tintil T know Ris Lordfhip's fuccefs;! the
7 f8#te e cdn, Th Fonfeduence of it, fpare from
37he Carolinas,” and the ¢ertamty of thelarrival
L of the i Feginents “interided roeinforet us,
1758 will be ihpofible 6/ dedide finilly upon it.
Your Lordfhip will, however, fee’by the in
__clofed opinions, what were the operations l
sl “had .
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" had planned. forthe enfuing campaign, upon
the fuppofition, that- Leord, Cornprallis fuc-
-ceeded vinithe Carolinas,, .and, was able to
* fpate a.mﬂﬁt&rtbkf_fomc-ﬁ';;m thence., . With
 the ten thobfisd/men I requefied, I:fhould not
~have hada~doubit: of fuccefs,  But in my
prefent reduced fiate and profpeéits I dare not
« flatter myfelf with.any. , ,&nd if the Erench
+ fhould #ill be reinforced, your Lordthip will,
- ham perfuaded, judge our fituation to be
- leven critical.  For with regard to _qﬁi-;eﬁ:ru
~in the Chefapeak, your, Lordthip_knows

howmuch  their_fuccefs and even the fa‘fcty

- of the armament there, will de upon, our
- haying a,decided maval fuperiority in thefe

i feas, . Apd. /1, therefore, cannot doubt that
every  precaution will be taken, to: gwq; me,
at leaft, timely. notice of the contrary being
likely, to. .hgpgg,q, as. my, ignorance of fuch®

. an event, might. bgmgﬁhfml din its confe-
’ m'{ xrrawod [liw qifiboT woY

‘-’}u it Sy sadw :noimoo batols

[ g

,_-:f' - | | The
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« Thf;\, Jnfo;cmncp} ag,\efl {n‘r? Wag
oply 'wha; 4 pqglgdft? hc Darcly adcquaﬁ
to the fervices rc,qun-ed ap& 1 moll ﬁncga-el‘g
il 't it B QT 8 have fent it _in
the full extent of numhers,@c% in thc time I

requefted. Howcver, th p:ffcnt rcduccd ﬁatf_-
of General Waﬁnngton, the }lttle probab;ht_r
there is, 11 tht, of an aqgn;cntgtmn to the
French a:mameqt aud thc' ;grtamty there i i
1 likewife. bope, of thc ﬁx Britith re)glmcntsl,
andy oo, thoufand recruits jpining me in a

fhort : time; : together, xvith the cxpc&atlon _
1 haye of Lord Corn'w"alhs s fuecefs in Caro-

lina; enabling . him to fend me a conﬁdcrablc
reinforcement  from thence, _,rendcr the ap-
pearanses of, my fituation Jfs critical.  And
1-fhgll, thercfore,, only add, my Lord, that
while the, Kingi does me the honour, to
o ;ruﬁ;mc. with the. pnmmanﬂ of this army,
¥ will employ. it to, the,npaoft of jmy poor
abilities, for the promnﬁmg nxs ferv;c;m,'
taking the _liberty, however, to reprefent

il rmc sl : : (GS.Q
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(as“I thmk it ﬁ’ly ‘ﬂui‘y) whﬁt adyantagcs may’
be ‘bbtained ‘by an addmonal forc:“, ‘afid what'
evils may be -1p9tchcndcd from fhc wm of &l
fnfﬁdent onb _ : T
Apil 30, 17 s: g chx I'.ordﬂup will: ..
have feen in thz papﬂr 1 had’ the honour to -
fend’ you m my laft difpatch, what force ¥
Judgeil Woﬁld be regmﬁtc “for this ‘fervieed: <
Not !c{é_, my Lord, than 1o,cmo men rank-
ahd “file, ﬂt for dm'y, indeed I with they....
could'be more.  But the intlofed revams !
will {hcw your' Lm‘dﬂ‘up that after lcavmg’
thefe pq&s to thcx,r ‘prefent -garrifons, and
feavmg 1000, .men in the poft in El:zabﬂtli
R:ver (ﬁtppof ing. it may, not ‘be found " ne-
ccﬂ'ary to ocmpy another ftation) I fhall ﬁ& -
have qmtc 5000 men for it, umlefs the three
battahc%ns expe&ed from ' the Weft Indlcs
arrive m proper time and condition’ for fers
vice, or Lord Cornwa'lhs fhould be able
1200 gp::'q ftom his defenfive in Carolina (when

_he d y;tcrm:ncs upon it) a confiderable part

A

2 of
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of the army under his immediate com-
mand ; which, however, his Lordthip's let-
ter of the 1cth inftant, gives me no hopes of,
or indeed that he will even fpare me the three
regiments cm:mng from Ireland.
«“ With thefe 5000, ‘however, my Lord,

1 may paﬂ_ib]y determine to rifk, even by
defultory movements, the trial of this ex-
periment, fhould I find, the report given
me of our friends in that couniix properly
founded, If it fucceeds as fully as our fan-
guine friends would perfuade us to hope, we
may poffibly be able to mamtam ourfelves
there with a fmall force ; but if we are in a
ﬁtuanon to give the expenment a fair trial,
and it then fails, I fhall, I confefs, have
little hopes afterwards of re-eftablifhing order
on this contment s which I am free to own
1 think can never be effe@ted without the cor-
dml a{ﬁ{’tance of numcrom ﬁ'xends, &e.

{ Iucl ofed

e

el



APP E'N'T,B' o o 105
Inctofed in'the: above sletter  the following
extraéis from Sir Hm Clmrm s Ieirer.r 4 Ma-
joerrd Pbﬂ:ﬁ:
_ g'll 26, 1981,
§ LOId Comiv:ﬁiss 'armra at W‘immg-
ton has cqnﬁdenbly changid the cothpfcmon
of our affairs to the fouthWard and all ope-
r%tmns to thc northWard muﬁ probabl give
place to thofe in favour of ‘his Lordfhlp, -
, . which at prefert appear to require our more
immediate attention. I know nothmg’of his
.I.Of(lﬂ'llps ﬁtuatxon, but what Ihavc learnt
from bis léttet' to me of the toth, which you
,;.hhire read. I had great hopes, before I re-
emvcd this letter that his Lord{hip“ would
. havc bu:n in a condition to {pare me a confide-
rable part. of his army from Carolina for the -
operations in Chcfapcak but you wnﬁ%bfcrv:
: fmm it, that inftcad of {ending any pm“t of his
prefent forcc t.h;;ber, he propofes to detaill
a w of the renforccmmt coming ﬁ.'om Eu-
rope for his more fouthern operations, even
though they fhould be defenfive, 1 fhall
o 2. P therefore
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thereforc take the opinions of the general pfa
ficers near we, ‘wpon the prefent fate of our
affairs, -and afterwards fend.you fuch a;rein:
forcement from this.army,as we may judge
can be,dane with tolerable fecurity. to this poft,
at leaft, while we remain fuperior atfea. . -
. APF][ 139y ‘..'19'.&43:.'. zrgﬂrﬁh’si&m PRTLT )
Lord Cornwallis propofes noeperation to yow
foon (that is, béfore the month.of June).and
you {ce none that will operate for.him diredily.,
I think. the beft indircé? one.in his favour.
will be what you aad Gencral Aruold have
propofed to me in Number 10 of youy; joint:
letter of the 18th inftant. The only xifk
you run-is from a temporary fuperiority  of,
the enemy 3t fea 5, it is, however, an iwpor-|
tant miove, and. ought, ip, my opinion,, to-
be tried even with fome rifk,  Give me timely,
- ipformation of your intended wmove, and,if
peffible L will follow -you ,intg = with,
{uch;afmall reinforcement asl can at th:#iqc;
fm ,-_ A 1S, o4
Undd 5 : Ml A lf:

bl
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% 1f the next packet does not fatisfy me in
s | flall 'probablyretire and Jeave the
command ‘to ' Lord Cornwallis j to'whom it
will be my advice’ to try the only experiment
that in my Opinion can operate, if the bhe if
Carolina has failed: For 45 to Vn-gmra, --
know. ione whicl caf reduce that provmcc iy
ong campaign. : ‘

« #s you ﬁ:emed to tl:ﬁnk,' before you re-
céived Liord* Cornwallis’s tetter that all dicet
operation’ in ‘fdeour -of his Tiord(hip would
ceafe by the'end of Muay, &ec. pray let me
receive 'General Arnold’s, and your opinion
as foon‘as poflible 3'1 confefs, I am not fan< .
guine, bt if the experiment can be iried with-
out ‘afty other rifk than from the'enemy’s {u-
peridrity at fea Tfhould wifh to do it.

. «SpuldTLord" Cornwallis determine oif

a defenfive in the Carolifias, he farely cannot
want any of the European reinforcement, and
will of courfe, fend it to you, and all fuch
»other as fhall arrive ; thus reinforced, if after
P2 leaving
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leaving a fufficient garrifon in Elizabeth Ri-
ver, you'can proceed to ———1 think we fhall
be in force to give this a fair trial ; and I may

feave you in the command there, unlefs things
fhould take a more favourable ‘turn in the

Carolmas, and Lord Cornwallis’s prefence
there be no. langer neceflary.  For until they

do, 1{hould imagine he'will tfot quit them,

N. B: Thefe two letters with  other dif-
patches fell into Lord Cornwillis’s hands on
General Phillips's- death and were opened by

‘his Lordfhip ; -and the expedition, therein pros
pofed recommended to his confideration,.
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& oo bodeeil ad mokioes v Senofd ¢
tn § bire £ Wl 2 dr Aes Bt any -

Laxtraéis from Sir Henry Clintow's.. Les'#mta
Lord-G:arga @ermain, ley B

¢ ALBVWIRNG S

“May 20, 1481.
~ “BUT thould Lord Corrwallis perfift in
 his intention of joining * Major-general Phil-
lips, as mentioned in his letter to that General
Officer, I fhall be under fome apprehenfions
for every part of South Carolina, except Char-
les-town, and even for Georgia, unlefs the
fpeedy arrival of the  reinforcement expefted
from Europe, may enable the officer, com-
manding in South Cardlina, to take poft in
force in fome healthy ftation in the back coun-
try. : ; .
“ May 22. Notwithftanding the pur-
port of thefe letters, T am yet in hopes, from
Lord Cornwallis’s letter to me of the z4th,
that his Lordfhip will not perfift in attempting
a jun&ion with Major-general Phillips, as I -
1 am
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am apprehenfive it may be attended with fome
rifk, not only to his own &orps, but to that
of General Phillips, fhould that General Of-
ficer not have been joined in time by the re-
inforgement 1 have fent him. 1 And I even
have my doubts whether his Lordfhip’s march
to the northward will draw after him, as he
expeéts, " the rebel: Genetal Green; who, I
fear, will endeavour either to inveft Camden,
or, by fationing himfelf between that place
and Charleftown; render Lord Rawdon’s fitue
ation very hazardous, . I-amtherefore induced
to flatter myfelf, that Lord-Cornwallis, when
he_hears, of Jiord Rawdon's: fuccefs againft
Green, will rather merch into South Carolina
eitber by the dire&.route of Crofs Creéeck and
Camden, or by that of George Town 3 or even
by embarkation,  though he fhould be-obliged
to leave his cavalry behind until vefféls can be
fent for them, than attempt the propofed junc-
tion with General Phillips in the way he mens+

; _ tions ;
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tions; which I.muft freely own- appears to
me, for the reafons I have ftated, not nnly'
dangerous to beth corps -in the attempt, but
replete with the worft: confequences to our
{outhern me:h-xhtlr.ptuﬁaﬁfhﬂu" 4

NUMBER! m MP 37 l .
Extm&: frm Sir- Hury Ciinton's Letters 16
\ ’
LwJ'G&b?g‘eGemm

July 18,, :}8&. 95 Thce:tu&s from my
correfpondence with Earl Cornwallis, which

* I have had the honourito tranfmit from time
mtonmmdwml? will fhew, that T
left in Carolina. 3, very fair proportion:of my

. army, and fuch,as his Losdfhip thought fuffi~
| cient to, {coure; Sonth;, and recover North Ca-
rolina. . With whatiwas left for: me to af
 with in this quarter, I took: the ficld imme-
. diately upon my arrival here, General Leflie’s
‘ Wk 3 e e enit) Qx'pcdmon
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expcdmon to the Chefapeak took place afteis

wsrds s and fome unfortunate events in Caros=
lina calling for itill farther mnfurcement and

cooperation, foon reduced this part of my

army to a defenfive, almoft aslow in nunibers

as Sir William Howe leftme in 1577.  If our
fuccefies, therefore, in'the fouthern Provinces
have not anfwered your Lordthip’s expetta-
~ tions, it canot, I'am certain; be imputed either
to the fmallnefs of the numbers 1 left there,

or the tardinefs or {cantinefs with which I,

have fince fupplied the exigencies of that fer-

vice. Though'l am firongly imprefled with

the importance of recovering Virginia, 1 fear
thesentire reduion of fo-populousa province

is mot to be expedted from an operation folely
there ; amlefs our friends in it were more nu-

merous, -and were heartily inclined to affift us
not only in conquering, ‘but in keeping it.

4 -.,J-',_n_ _: - J.i} TR T o -_“_.._\._...:' A "J‘uly

=
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July 25. “ No man, my Lord, laments
more fincercly thanI do, the long continuance
of the wefterly winds, which. prevented the
failing of the Warwick’s convoy 3 and 1 hope
your Lordfhip will pardon me for again re-
peating, that-had the reinforcement {giled as
early as was promifed, and the three battalions
not been detained in the Weft I'ndies, 1 fhould
pe.{-haps by this time have made {uch move-
ments as would have obliged the enemy to
be apprehenfive for their own pofleffions, in+
ficad of meditating the attack which they now
threaten againft this poft.”

Auguftg. ¢ Iam entirely of your Lord-
thip’s fentiments with refpeét to Lord Corn-
wallis having done as much in North Caro-
lina as could have been effe&ted with his force.
But I have to lament the caufes which reduced
it fo low in number; and that his Lordfhip®
was induced to perfift in his plan, after it be-
came obvious that he was not able to eftablith

Q himfelf
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h:mfclf there, and fupport and arm the Loyal- -
ifts; whwh were the ob}cﬁ:nf ‘his ‘march into
the heatt of ‘that province?s ~liwd - o0on
. From Lord Cornwallis’s former letters, T
had every reafon to fuppofe he thought him-
felf in fafficient firength to command the fuc.
cefs he hoped for. Had his Lordfhip, how-
ever,.upon Lic:nénant-colon;:l Tarleton’s mif-
fortune, called upon me for*a reinforcement,
or had I even known it in time, I am per{uaded
your Lordfhip will do me the juftice to ac=
knowledge, that it was abfolutely out of my
power to affift him more than I did ; efpecially
when it is confidered, that at this moment his
Lordfhip has a@ing with him, and in the
different pofts under hic command, nineteen
Britifh, eight German, and fourteen Provin-
cial battalions, befides detachments from four
‘Britith battalions, and Iagers, artillery and
cavalry ; whilft in my prefent threatened fitu-
ation, I have (through my earneft defire to
~ fupport
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battalions, befides aftillery-and. cavalry, for
thofe in this quarter. . . .. Wk mord
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