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PRE F ACE . 

• 

FRO M the firfl- publication of Mr. Chevalier's 

Defcription of the Plain of Troy to the prefcnt hout, 

few Englilhmcn of liberal education 113ve viii ted the 

Levant without extending their tour to the Troad 

alfo, and examining the [pot with that degrc~ of 

anxious curiofitv which is natural to all who. have . . 

been acquainted with Hom':'r in their youth. 

Engaged as many of us may have been in the 

various purfuits of aCtive life, which have diverted 

our attention from our claffical acquirements, or 

Greek literature more efpecially, ,the name- of. Homer 

kindles again our puffion for his writings and we 

hafien to the [cene of the Iliad, with as much ar

dour as pilgrims once viii ted the Holy city, and the 

waters of Jordan. 

Several 
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Se\<eral of tqcfc tours which hav¢ been ppbliihed, 

and ali , the viGtors of the fpot with whom I have 

converfe'd, unite in bearing teftimony to the general 

fidelity ot Mr, Chevalier; ,and never have I hlard it 
" doupted by any vnc, but that the {!:ream he has af-

, 
fumed is the tfue Scamander <Jf Homer. 

We may be fcverally miftaken, Of have different 

opinions upon fome inferior or fubordinate points, 

but that the general view of the Plain of Troy in 

its actual ftatc at the prefent hour, does clofdy cor

!efpond with all the kadillg circumftances detailed 

in tb~ Iliad, cannot be queftioned by anyone that 

has vifited the fpot with Homer in his hand. 

Such obfervations as I was enabled to make in a 

lhort tour of four days, I here offer to the public 

as they occurred to my mind and were noted in my 
• 

journal.. Some obfer,vations may have arifeB fince my 

return from reflection, reading, or converfation, but 

in my defcription .of the cQuntry I have made it a 
• 

rule to alter nothing in order to give things a bct-
• 

ter appea:ance than they had at the moment the ob-

ject: 
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--- Fuit lIiulll ct IIlg l' I\ ::o 
GJoll,l J ': U ClorUIll I 

•• 

J 4th J line, 1799· AT 5, A. M. I emhO! keel on hoard the 

blig Bon I'cle, about 60 tons, in company with MI. Hope, buund 

for the DJI!\anellc" the Troall, and Smyrna. 

At I I. The wind COll,inl: fUlIl we came to anchor off Topl.ana, 

15, 16. Wind bound. 

17 at 6 P. M. we failed out of the harbour of Conftantinople 

with a fJ ir wind. 

18. The wind being from the fOllthwanl, we made but little 

way. The 111" ,' , of Marn".,." or Proconefu> \Va > a head of u>. 

19. We palld the ifland of Marmora confifting of cragged 

al;d rifted roch, ou t of which the hea"ti!'ul marble mutl: have 

bcelf obtained, from Mlich thIs I!Iand had it, name. At nine 

o'Clock at night a breeze fprung up, and in the morning of the 

20th at day li!)ht we Li!1: anchor at the mouth of the Dardanelle>. 

A 20th, We 
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20th .. We went on fhQre and vifited the Englifh ~onful, Signior 

Tarragani, a Jew, he received us with much horpita16ty~ and affiit

ed us with cv'cry rCflt1if;te for our joumcy to the Plain of Troy. 

1\11'. TJrragani had a large family confi(hng of a fon and fix 

d.\ughters, lome of whom ·'w(.;re married amI h,l.ll rhik1.rcn, who 

all. rcfid!i:;; undq the fame roof, compafed a family tt uly p:ltI i.1r

ehal. A {hiking fimilarity of features pl:f, ,uled the WllOlc, 

which J have before had occafion to obl~rve as well in the 

Eaft Indic& as in. -Perfia. Whilfi: at thl' hOl1fe of the (onful we 

·were introduced to another ]ewiJh gentleman, a Mr. Gormazina, 

fon of the late French conful at the Dardanelles. This gentle

man fome years back had, at the inftance of Count Choifeul, the 

French ambafIador, been induced to vifit the tomb of Achillt:::. <>'HlI 

dig there for relicks; with infinite labour he p~netrated near the 

centfe of the barrow. and at bft found forne curious remains, the 

princ:pal of which wcre ailies, charcoal, and bones. 

It is true that two urns were likewife [aid to be found and 

ren t to Count Choifeul G OU ffi Cf, to which Mr. Chevalier,· 

perhaps out of too much rcfpea: to the Count, has In-;gn~d an 
• 

importanct; greater than they defer\re, though he fj)caks with 

caution. Now'though an urn ought to be found, as urns, lacry

matorics, ti:C. &c. 2.I"C found in tumuli generally, yet the defc;'ip_ 

tion of thefe two has naturany ~ ven rif<! to fufpicion, anu tb fay 

• Dcfcrip"t.ion of the Pl,in of Troy, p. lB. 

tho 
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the leaft, they were poffibly added to th" inventory to enhance the 

value of the 1.abour in opening the ground; if·thi~ was the ob

jeCt, Mr. GOlmazina who was rather imp~{ccl upon himfClf, than 

defirous of impofing upon the count, was dif.lppointcd of his 

reward, part of the rclicks frill lay-upon his hands, ~nd Mr. 

Hope with a laudable zeal for the inveftigatiolll()f antilJuity f'c-. 
warded him more amply for the remains, than t!le Count for hi:t 

more fj)iendid portion of the ornaments; the Lones. ailles, and 
• 

fragments we raw, but it i.> ncccffary to attribute proof cautiouily 

to {ueh evidence, where the curiofity of the virtuofo gives a fpur . 

to the invention of the perrons he employs. 

We took our leave of the Englifh conful, who was an a

greeable nJI.I1, he remembered to have fcc:n Dr. Chandler whilil: 

here about five and thirty years back, and reminucd us of his hiv

ing permitted the Doctor to t.1].:(" his wife's pi{l-urc. 

Before we returned on board, we vliilcd the Afiatic cafilc of 

the D,u dandlcs and infpeEh:d the cmllOll of cnOnnGtH caliber, 

which 1'laced on beds without carriages, appear too uIlweildy i .} 

he of any cfFcll-ivc !(>ryice or inckd to bl' l1rcl\ ofT more than once. 

Vlc f.:Tw l~kcwi fc 'the fa1l10lh can Don of Sjlit :111 Amura t h (I;' • • 
M orad the II. a ... mcnt iol1 t,\ hy De Tott, .11'<1 fOtll1d him ( urrCt ~ 

in thi~ account, as I have fn:queutl y done ;" mall)' ol.h..:I..>. Th e 

Mr. Hope was [0 (;bliging as to offer me a [lli.ll portion of t\lde rel,ck<, will h I 
\cceptcd, a .ld {ball keep with at leaH as much I'Cmrollloa . s tlJ (.lIth vJ Me,le.t". tI,e 

Toolfl ot J ~gernaut. 

A 2 di lJl)C!lT 
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di:tmeter'ls fufficicnt to p>::Imit a man to fit in the infide, and the 

ball bclongil:g to it is of the enormous weight of fifteen. hundred 

pounds. 

1l.1Vil1g obtainell a fermaun from the baOlaw of the Darda

n~lles to the agha of Koum Kala, and the diftriEt: of Troy, Mr. 

H ope en,gaged a. j,miffary to i1ccompany us who had been recom

mended to me at ConfrantinopIe, by Mr. ThoflltOll, a gentleman 

whoft! urbanity of manners and c1affical taftc, rendct his fociety 

equally agreeable 'and inftruCtivc. 

The caftles which defend the entrance of the Dardanelles are 

about a mile arundel', the current {ClS rapidly into the Eg(.'an rea, 

the fides of the hills arc highly cultivated, and covered with rich 

\'crdurc, and the whole fcene is interefting. 

In about two hours with a gentle breeze we rcached the 

Rhxtean promontory, and caft anchor at no great diftance from 

the tomb of Ajax, having in view the Sigrean promontory at the 

di11.ance of about four miles, the cafile of Koum Kala, with 3 

diltallt profpcct pf the iflands of Imbros, Lcmnos, and Samo

thracc. 

Previous to our,ex,curfion we vifit.ed the tomb of Ajax, it is fitu

ated upon the Rh3:tean promontory, and commands a noble view 

of the Hellefpont, the Egean fca, and great part of the PlaiII of 

Troy: the tumulus is of a 'Cir6ular fom, furmuunted at the top 

by a cone, its elevation may be about 60 feet from the level, though 

to the Jlonh eaft it is in a floping direction, its weftern face is iI,-

tircly 
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tircly laid open, and difcovers the rCl11aill5 of fome very rude and 

ancient ma~nrYI with part of a wall funning ,ilcrofs the maffcs of 

eanh, b.ick, flOIlC, and lime with fllClls, appear extremely welt 
• 

conlolidated, and are in J.11 prubability co-cval with the tumulus; 

o~hers have however thought rli5erently, and every OHe 1m, 

a right to [ ,)flU his own judgment on the ipot, but we muft 

nat omil TO notice that though the Rhatcan promontory,· and 

the ~igxan) afC the burying placei of Ajax and Achilles; it 

does not appear that th<.:: Grecian army -occupied the whole 

extent between the two promontories, that would have been 

too large to dt!fend, and. I ibouIJ rather fuppofc from an in

fptEtion of the ground, that the Grecian camp, reached no furthet 

than the_northern bank of the Simois, which falls into the Hel

lefpont ne'lr the modern village of KOllm Kala, about two miles 

and a half dillant trom the Sigrean promontory, indeed- if the 

Greeks had occupied thewhole Ij)acc, here wuulJhavc been no room 

for the Trojan auxiliaries, who it appears hom the loth book 

of Homer, were encamped on the rea fhore. Whilfr fiallding on 

the Cummit of this barrow, I could not but caIl to mind the indig

nation of Ajax) ~hile conbending for the 1rmour of Achilles, anlt 

the beautiiul lines of Ovid, imprinted on. my memory in early 

-Youth. I looked back upon the Sigrean fllOrc. ana felt like him 

the indignation of a {c>ldier. wflen, I refleCted that the prize of va

lour. was carried off by the eloquence of all orator 

Confedere 
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Confederc aueet-. &, vulg. A(lnte corona, 

Surgit ad h05 cJypei dominus feptclllpJicis AjiX' . , 
Vt que erat impatil:ns ir<l', Sig4!a tOMiO 

£iI/era refpex"', &Ia/lemque in /tllore vuJIU: 

Intenden((luc manus, Agimus, pro Jupiter, inquit. 
Ante rates caufam, & mecum confcrtur Ulyfi"u.! 
At non Ikctorcis dubitavit ccdcrc flammis: 
Quas.ego fullinui j quas hac a cla/f\! fugavi. 

or the frill more interefting lamentation:) of the chorus U1 the 

A i'x of Sophocles, 

__________ H 0 TClJccr harh:. 

]''':parc lome hollow £o/!>, (or the remain'> 

Of AJax: Raile him there a monument, 

By after ages ne'er to be forgotten."· 

H~Ying ordered pofl: horfes over night. and made' evel y pre 

paration for our little tour, early in the morning MI. Hope and 

myfclf, commenced our funey of the Plain of Troy, and Mount 

Ida j we ret off from the tomb of Ajax, called by the native~ 111 

"-t'jc,t our round lay along the iJ..irts of a range of,hilb, extending 

to the N. E. on gaining the fummit of this ridge/we bad all opcn-

• Franrklm's Sophocle!, Ajax. 

The reade-- will pardon rhl~ oigreffion, ill eonfideradon that a military man, has 

more refpe8 IOf ;ln anClcnt WatrlOl, tban.an {rator, and.hat a [on, mllY have ajufiltia. 
ble pride, IJl quotIng the bllguage of hll father. 

t 1 wa~ not able to learn whether I" was a fignitic.lnt term in the modern lan_ 

guages of the eQuntn) but Ihollld myfelf conjeClure that III is _" Tepe, the 11I( tumu~ 

Jus In oppolition to /itO Tepe at Si~wn. . 
mg 
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ing view of the Plain of Troy. with tM barrow of JECyetes. abou~ 

Hill(' mile~ dinant, and the ifland ofTcnedos to· the fouthward. 

Proceeding along the fame range, and keeping the ba.~row of 

iEfyctcs {till in view, the country was rough and barren, hut 
• 

G owned with heath, fhrubs, and \Vild lavender,; ill about half - . 
an hour we afcended Ithe range of hills, which' bound .t1l:e vaf,ley. 

of ThymbrJ. and at half pail: eight A. M. by a gentle deCc,nt. we 

came to the view of a temple, dedicated to Apollo, ncar the vil

lage Halilali, in the valley of Thymbra, about five miles diftant 

from the tomb of Ajax. Whilil: traverfing the heights of the val-' 

Icy "f Thymbra. our attention was naturally called to r<flea 

011 the ground we trod, as hearing the fame appellation at this 

hour, by which it was known to Homer, and thongh I have 

learned finee my return, that the cxiftcllce of Troy itfdf is <fc-
• • 

nied, I han at the moment nu dcmbt upon my mind, but that 

as the name of Thimbreck and its pofition proved the geogra

phy ~ the Iliad to be juil:. it was an equal proof lh" Troy 

occupied the fite allotted to it hy the Poet. The rivers iEfopus, 

Rhodius, and Gra~l.i.cus, retained the name!, :1.iJig-nc:l to them by 

Homer, as long ;' $ they were mentioned l~y #lll.cicnt geographers, 

and the towns of Abydu!), Percote, and Z'. lc:a, an: marked as dif:" 
• 

tinWy in the march of, AlexaJ)dcr. al in the page of the Iliad; 

could Homer be true in all the itbuhlinatc geography, and maill

tain a falfehood in regard to the capital alone? but there arc 110 

l'ulns, ('tiam periere ruinee; this. i.n the fir{\- place is a faa that I 

at" 



RI.\I'. I(/; , A:\,D OBSRRVATIONS 

am not COI\\ ih'/'d (If, ,1~1d ~of which I IlI.lIl trett hereafter, and 111 

the tlc .\t, lui m a'l f.:. not 11(,:cc(Cuy to plove the c:xi~cnce of any 

pl~ICt'. 1 here ;1.1..: no l'\Jill~ of the Ilium of StrJho, and yet his 

tdlimony with that of the Macedonians, Romans, Fimhria, Ju-
• 

lin :" alld Augullll '> , j<; fuffil.)cnt to prove \Jut thi:.. Bium as (,'1"-. . 
t ,lij'dy c)iiQ-cd a~ Rome itfli~. and if all the place!. round Troy con-. . 
tinued to e>..iil ill tilt' pofition Homer afilgncd to then t, how could 

it be fuppofcd that Troy was the only fiction? the continuance , 
of the vcry name of Thimbrck is no more extraordinary th..Ul. that 

'of 1'vhtilyn, Smyrna. Erekli, Stanchio, and a thoufand others, 

which arc fEll in being. corrupted indeed by time and the change 

of language, but ftill in being, and though we ihould build little 

upon the ruin ') found there to carry up its antiquity to' the agt: of 

the Trojan war, thet at leaft prove what is demanded for Troy it

relf, ihat there was a town in this {pot, and Stmbo has placed the: 

temple of the Thym,brea:1 Apollo where Homer places Thymbra. 

The remaim of th<Ytemple 0 1 Apollo are ftill vifible, confifung of 

val iOllS blocks of mit} ble, capitals, and columns, pcdeftals, and bro

ken Jbafb, ftrewil!S the ground to a con1idera.blc extent. Molt 

of the pillars wcn~ .o~ the CorinthiIn order and of the moft ex

quifite Parian marble: in traverfing over the fite of the ternp1e, 

I counted upwards of one hu¥red and fifty broken columns 

bef:cles {hafts and capitals, vJhic~l announce the temple to 'have 

been a magnificent building, and to correfpond with the appella

tion given to it by Virgil. 

Da pro-
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Da r>ropriam TIlymbr3!c domum .. 

underneath a fmall oak j, a block of marble two feet in height 

and turned on its flde, there is fculptured on it a car with harfes, 

the feet and hinder part of which Are frill vifible. In the car [.ts 
• • 

viaory with wings, and over the head of the figure I, which is 

much mutilated, runs a cornice, by whick it fhould feem that the 

whole piece had been deftgned to ornament me outlide of a tern· 

pIe; the wing of the figure is fEll entire, the car is fupported by 

two low wheels, the embolfed work of which has perilhed, froDl 

the ftyle of architeaure as well as the deftgn, I fhould (upea it to 

he of a qate anterior to the temple, and that it belonged to a 

mOle ancient period, it is rude enough to attribute it to the age 

of Troy itfelf j there h likewife a pillar containing a Gre.k ifl~ 

fcription, a copy of which was taken by Mr. Hope's painter. 

From the centre of thefe ruins, the valley of Tit ymbra is ex

tremely pleafant, and there is moreover a very fine view vf the 

Plain of Troy, of both the promontories and the Egean fea. 

After furveyirlg thefe rujns, about half paft ten we proceeded 

on through the Valley of Thymbra to vifit other ruins in thar 

neighbourhood, our route lay up the valley in a c:ourfe nearI y" 

eaft~ but over no regula.{ road, ..lore than a bridle way; the [mall 'f. • 
ftream of Tbymbra called by the Turks 'I'bimbrrk SOli, was 

on OUf right and beyond it tIle valley was bounded by the range 

B of 
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of hills called py Home!>, Callieolone, which form a part of 

Mount Ida. In alfuming this name, I follclw Mr. Cllevalier, and 

his CalJieolone is fo truJy confiftent with the difpofltion of the 

,ountry in the defcriptioh of the Ilia<!, that there can be no 

doubt of his correctnefs, it 9~ clofc to the Simms} for that rIver in 

a. mahner marks the foot of the hill by itl com[e. (See 'T. 53') 
• 

Jf>'~fJ?' n'Jp I;J/,'bn ttCrJ~ i~l "AAj.D~':~1 A1kl tbt- hill itfclf rifes 

in Juch a manner as to form a feat for the Gods on the Tr~an 

flde, as from an albphiUteatre to hehold the combat. (T, 149.) 

Pococke has <lefcribed feveral hills of this fort in Alia Minor, 

that have been completed with ftone feats upon their declivity 

for this -purpofe, and imagination might ealily do as much to 

form this into an amphitheatre for the Gods. A fe<ond con

lideration alfo arifes from this proximity of the Simois to Calli

colo~) which is, that it as manifeftly proves the Simois to be 
the eaftem river, as the mention of the Scamander on the left of 

the Trojan line ( .... 498.) proves that ftream to be the weftern of 

the two. Thefe circumftances fo fully confirm the general fyftem 

of Mr. Chevalier, thal no one who has made his obfervations on 

the fpot ~iI1 ealily be induced to call;t in quc!tion. 

The valley <>f 1'hjmbrek, is here about two miles broad, 

richly cultivated and defervin-g the appellation of ,p,,~,,~, 

or fertile, and we paffed thryug\;t feveral pleafant meadows, in 
• 

which we .. a J1umber of Willow and other treet. The road 

now began to narrow and we tntued lOme inclofures of 

vineyards 



.. 
vineyards and orchard., after paRing tbefe we turned to the [outh

ward and enj:ered the-bed of a large torrent thickly fuewed with 

fione., and of confiderabe breadth, thi, torrent dekends from 

the north eafi extremity of Mount Ida, and though now dry, itt 

fioep and high bank. and fiony oo't\)m attefted it. power in the 

winter fea["". . It was moft prooably one of mofo auxiliary 

firearus which Homer has fa correCtly mentioned in his un JJ1ad 

10 have been called for by Scamander when addreaing his brother 

~imoi. to punilh the temerity of Achilles. 

----__ Hafte my Brother. flood. 
And check this mortal that control, a God j 

OUf bravcft heroes eKe {hall quit the fight., 
A1!d Ilium tumWc from her tow'ry height. 
Call tilt" '''J fll.bjeEl flrtams. tJPlli hid Ihlm r(J.", 
F,.tI. ali In) /tJltnlains JwtlI In.'l WIll" ./#M", ; 
Wilh Im)i.ell RtlCKS, and with a load of dt"" 
Cllarge the };Jack Jurge) tmd pour il 011 hIS luaJ. 

Po P'l.- :tift. lliad-line 2.58. 

We ftill continued our route along the bed of the torrent, and 

after a delightful ride of four mile., reaohed and repored in a 

grove of ftately fir trees at the upper extremity of the valley of 

Tlrymllfa, and fituated in a moft romantic folitude. The centre of 

this !!'"ove was formerly a temple ~ f"Perb and beautiful architec

tu'" of the Dork order, which appears from the numerous frag

ments 0' eol_n., capitals' and pedetlals-of the finell- !'arian mar-

B • ble, 
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ble, 1 likewife picked up, and brought away with me, a fmoll 

block <>f very fine al.bafter. 

We could not l(arn. by any lights we had with us what wa' 

the naiure or defign of this temple, but it was moft probably 

dedicated or fome fylvan di\'t'inity; certainly no place could be 
fcleCied O! better calculated "to excite devotion or produce tran

qUIllity of inind. It is about one mile diftant from the village 

of Thimbreck, and is called by the natives, TH 1MB R E C K 

MUZARLICK; 0(; Cemetery of Thymbra. 

After halting about two hours in this !V0ve, we renewed 

our journey to the {outh eaft, until we found ourfelves entangled 

in the mountain, whell tracing back our footfteps part of the 

way we came, ~d turning off at about half the difta/lce, crulfed 

the range of the CaIIicalane hills in a direction due fouth, and 

afcet,ded to the fummit (If one of the higheft, from whence we 

had a :magnificent view of five fucceffive tumuli, the Plain of 

Troy, the Hellefpont, the Egean fea, the tumulus of .!Efyetes, 

and the inand o' Tenedos. We proceeded over this elcv",ed 

ground, and a rugged uncuitivated country, confUling alternately 

of hiII and vale and anfwering perfectly Homer', defcription of 

•• the heights of Ida', many valed, and thickly covered with wood." 

At 5 P. M. we reached the vill~e of Atch Keoi, about feven 

miles to the fouthward of Thijobreck Muzarlick. On 0"," ap

proach to this viIIag. which nands on a commanding eminence. 

we had a line uew gf VIe Plain of Troy beneath, rich and a-

bundantly 
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bundantly fertile. with a diftina view "f Bunarbafhi on the 01"; 

poftte heightf. In tho village we faw two colUlpns of grey gra. 

nite of an order unknown and very ancient. 

The houfes in the Troad are built of mud walls WIth fI:tt 
f90fs and have a fingular appearance. on fome of thefe a number 

of ftork. '-I taken up their abode undifturbed by the propfittqrs. 

who have a great veneration for thent. On one of thet .. roofs' in 

particular were nine birds. and Mr. Hope humouroully obferved 

to me tkere appelU'ed more birds than men in the village. which 

certainly was not populous. Leaving Alch I,,;. we turned' ·tu. 

the weftward. and at about half a mile from the village. difcovered 

a tumulus which I do not recolleCt to haye heard mentioned by 
any former traveller i it bore the I\ame of Mili 'fepe, which in 

Turkifh fi~ifies the hill of ftone. though no colijeatu;' could be 

forn1ed of its deftgn. it being near three miles from Troy. 

The form was like the reft. circular. bUt /Iat 'at the top; the 

river Simois ran to the fouth weft. We. then defcended tnto the 

valley and trotTed the Simois by a ford . . The. river was he,. fuf.. 

ficimtly broad to be refpeaable; and we Were {urprized fa find fa 

much water in it, after we had read Mr. Dallaway"iI aCCOunt, 
• 

though in tt.., middle of fun'I!Ilj:r (2rft 1m",) it was at leaft twp 

b,pndred and fifty yards in breadth, its turtellt rapid: though 

muddy. al)d its bed on either lide txtended \0 above h'lf a mile. 
• t' 

After pam,,!! the river, WI> foon <ame in 6gh! of the village 

of Bunarbafui. and afcendiny the heights of TJoy. t90k "P our , 
quarters 
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'iuartec~iJ\ the houCe of the *Agi1a. , ~qd pqJli!>Jy 91\ ~h. fite of 
:he palace of ol~ Priam, having accolIlplif\leg Illis litr .. pleafant. 

and to us, highly interefting jourru:y. I>y a ~ifGIlitQ.u~., rollte of 
a""'ut twenty Britifh miles. 

The modern' village of pUR~rbafhi. am! lite of antient Troy, 
is lit~ted On on qnjn~Bce at·tIt~l1ppe.r,p'lft of Ihe pla~ and tif.s 

gradu.lly' from the fOllrces.of tlte SqmallgerJ at the dilhutco of 

half a rpile. If a traveller be delirou~ pC viewing ". a<lvantag .. 

the lituation of all~ient Troy. he will place hilllf_If midway, be· 

q>-ql the fpring'~nd the city, and n!"lf to wIJere formedyft~ 
~he ~crean gate. The city of Troy, ap~ars to !jav. b,ee~ , boUfld«l 

,on tb,e ea1t and fOl!tq, by Mount Ida, and nortq and weft, by 

the Simois.an\l Ib.e pl;<in, . From behilld tile viUage IIf 8\11\'1'. . ' 

ballli the hiUs dre g,,apual1y. and at the diftal\c~. of two miles (rolll 

the ~~·s hOllfe 'Ire t","",;Pated Ily the lofty ftqtions of the tom~ 
of HeCtor. a.nll otbF ~gh ground. 

It ~ herq tbat t"~ appellatiQn of I~ .. , 'III''''''''''''' or .. ind foept 
llill"'o ""P'f~ tp ' I~ \Dind of the fpeetator in full forcc ' and 
when ,the Lev"",~r. blow, the fjurries,""oming over the broken 

ri,~s qfJ.~ ,lIlull here be e~r~nced in thei~ ullDoll violence . 
. ~. , r. 

PlacC!l ~ thi,s eminonGC. it requile .• no great Jb:~ch of imagina, 

tion, to \>rillg in rev\~; the trarJfaCHQIlS of. the war. and the fa$e 

of Ilium, as fung \>y th~ divine trd. 

The feveral barrow~ life ~1l m vi~. , all in t41: po/icions they 

ought 
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ought to OCtuM'. and as they imprelTed ~ my om mind with 10 

full a conviCl:lbn, as hot to-leave the fimlleft douSt remaining. but 

that I ftood on the very fit¢ of Troy. or near it. fo I cannOt think 

it poflible. that anyone can p~ttonany vieW, the evidence afforded 

by the difpofition of the eountry rounl!. and 'hefe monuments in 

particular, without complete fansfaaio!, in his ~ind, tnat Hamer 

dekri1led this feene from tharaCl:ers that are indelible. Barrows 

it is true ate common to other countries; but that we £bould have 
. . . . 

a rifiug ground for the pOfition of the city. a plain faited to 

the tonfiiCl:s of the armies, fweeping dOWl'l to the Helrefpom. two 

rivero, oDe On e.cli lide this plain. joining at no great diftonte 

from the fea, added to the different barrows; all in the very plaoe~ 

where they aught to be. cannot be the effett of Wnce. and are 

circumftances fo various, that no country could produce them' al1. 

uulef. it were the vcry fpot deligned. Had I ever been fo fcepticat. 

(and doubts I certainti'nad.) I could not fee two barrows one 

large, and one fmaller at Sig",um. without confefling that fuch 

tMy ought 16 be according to the Diad, and fuclr their place, 1 

could not fee the Rha:teum marked by another barrow, without .,. '" ~ , " 

refieCl:mg fk.t Ajax was encamped on the left of the line. :iiI'd thal . . 
on tlit left he ought to ha,,;,been buried, I could not view the 

barnwi of £fyete,; marked oUr by StrtlJo. arid -fixed at the molt 

advanlOlgeous point for retolUloitfint. without recalling the af

fignllleti! lIIade of it by H"~r ttl this purpofe: but ahove all 

tIP'; vlllen J {1iW 1M,l;atto"«fI'~:rt the-back of Troy. am 
marked 
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marked by the pile of ftor,es, ""hich Homer allots to this, and thi, 

only, I could not help thanking Mr. Morr't fOf pointing out thi, 

peculiarity to my noti(J:, and I muft add my teftimQny to his, that 

fuch is the faa:, the frones are piled as his drawing reprefents them, 

and their appearance i .. not cXd.!;ger2~d.. Now that all there cir
cumftan~<s lhoulll be united in the fpace of a few mile. by acci~ 

den):, .and that they Ihoull all correfpond with Homer, is beyond 

the power of cakulation, if the faCt were not true; no other fpot 

in the world coula be accommodated to the defcription, or anfwer 

to the particulars required, and if this !pot does anfwer wIth fo 

much preeiJion, both generally and fpeciaHy, here and no where 

elfe mull: we look for'Troy. 

I viewed. tomb of HeEtor, not without refie8.ion on the ho

'lours paid tcran hero, at his funeral obfeqlli .. , by the people he 

ha? defended, and the army he had commanded: 1 viewed the me

morial rAifed over his remains, not only as. a.p. incitel\1icnt to 'Valour, 

but as a tribute of gratitude, as perpetual as the exillence of the 

grolJ.nd it lt~nds on; ~d I reverted from thefe teftimonies of his 

glory, tqthe charaa:er of the man, In fpite of the gaUantry of the 
••• 

Grecifi heroes, the fire of Diomell, or the direful veng~ce of 

Achilks, who is th;re'that does not joill with Troy, in lamentill-' the 

lieath of the brave and amiable Heaor? there ·is fomething fo mild, • • 
fo liberal, and gentle in !h"~s 0' this cilief, that a rct9.der i. 

always more interelled in hi. fate, than t;hat of any other perfonage 

in the Jliad, and after hii,dta~ ~. fOQ1:lw univ«fal. Trl'e 

grief 
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grief of a mother, a wife. or a fathcr~ is natUlal and expeCl:eJ, 

but thert> is· fomcthi~g fo intercfting, in the Corrow expreffc(\ b, 
IJden, (the dreadlul c,,,fe of the war,) after the return of tpe dead 

body of Hector, that I cannot rcfifl: tranfcribing it, as equally 

(hiking for the delineation of charaaer, as for the delicacy a,,,1 

beauty of the fentimc:nt. 

Viewing the corpfe, Ilelm thus poun forth J'ler lamentations. 

r. Ah dearer fa.rthan aU my heathen; eire 

" Of Priam's haufe, (or being- Paris' fpoult· 
" \Vho brnught me (wou'd I fief\. had died) to Troy. 
,e I call thy brothers mine; fince forth I came 
~, From Sparta, it is now the twentieth year ; 
" Y d nt'Vo..![ h(' ard lone harn Cpecch from thee 
(I Or taunt mororc~ hut if it ever chanc'J 

r< Th:a of thy f.'lther's hau{e. (clI1::ilc or mal. 
IC Blamed me, and ('ven if hcrfclf the Que..:n , 
" For in the King whatc'cr betel I found 
.< Ah\ays a futher, thou IIOjl i!1urpoJtd 
.. 'Thy gmtle Umptr, and thy gtntf~JPudl 

" 1'(1 joot!: Illtm; therefore', with tile fame fad drops 
" Thy fate, 0 J JeCl.r, and my own I weep, 
H Fur other friend within t1;c ample·hounds 
" Of llium have I nonc, nor hope to hear 
" Kind word ;\gain. with. horror \ in\"d by ,,11." 

24th B~ok, page 666. COWPER. 

As the barrow of this hero, ought to differ from all the others 

in the Troad, from the ve-ry circumfiancc noticed in Homer. 

C - A'TTA'P 
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... A'TTA'P "TnEP9E 

nTKNO~I!.IN AA'E!.II KATEITO'PE1:AN '}'IErA'A.)f!I. 

,\. 797· 

(0 was 1 happy to find, that the ravages of curiofity or avarice, had 

not deprived it of the cha~aeriftic which is peculiar to it; it 

has been opened in feveral l?laces, particularly on the north fide, 

next the Simois, which runs at the foot of the hill, in a winding 

direction, and is loft among the mountains behind. 

Book "+, Iliad. 
oc All thCll theb mules and oxen to the \-vains 

U Join fpeedl !Y, and under Ilium's wails 
" Affemble nun'lerous; nine whole days they toiled 
H Bringing much fuel home, and when the tenth, 
H Bright morn WIth light for human kind arofe, 
f( 'Then bearing n~ble HeCl.or forth, with tears 
" Shed copious, on the fummit of the pile 
" They placed him, and the fuel fired beneath: 
" But when Aurora, daughter of the dawn 
" Reddened the can, then thronging forth all Troy 
H Encompafs'd noble HeElor's pile around, 
It The whole vafi multitude conven'd; with wine 
n Thcy quench'd the pile thr~ughout, lea\o'ing no part 

• ,. Unvifited on.which t'he fire had feized. 
rc His brothers next colleEted, and his friends 
.f His white bones mourning and with tears profufe 
" WeJt'ring their che~s. then in a.golden urn 
" They plac'd them, which wjth mantles foft the-y veil'd 
4< Ma!onian hued and delving buried it, 

" AND OVBB.IiPRE.AD WITH atONES, THE SPOT ADtJ.8T t 

Adjoinin& 
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Adjoining to the tomb of HeCto", is another harrow of ~ 

linaiK'l, fixe coeval perhaps, and formed of accumulated earth, 

but no ftones; it I:' fuppofcd to be that of Priam, but as ~..,e have 

no certain account of the funeral of the venerable king, we can

not identify it like that of his fon. 

A mile diftant from this, and U"Oll a correfpondtng hili to 

the fouthward. is another tumulus, called by the native:, Upfhun 

Tt'pe. which compleats thcfourth tumulus between that and the vil

lage of Atch Keoi, and not ,hra, as has been reprefented through 

miftake; it is not impoflible but the laft barrow nlaY be that of 

Paris, as we learn from Ariftotle that he was buried n(4r* Troy, 

before the capture of that city. 

At no great dillance from the tomb of HeClor, (which 

it overlooks) is the Acropolis, the n(p"Y~""o, tX.XP'l the Arx Alta, -or lofty citadel of Priam, which 10 long bid defiance to the uni-

ted efforts of Greece, and which was at lail: flJbriued by firata

gem. No fituation could be hetter [elected than this for the de

fence and fecurity of Troy. it is as Mr. Manit moll correctly re

marks, H a poi.nte~ and high hill rifing to the fouth eafl of Troy. 

u termimWd on three fides l5y high rockSJoalld the Simois foll s at 

.1 the. foot of thefe under a row of equally llnpendous precipice', 

• Paris W.J~ not buried in Troy, neither do T think HcClor wa~, though CJJC~ ~~

lier is of 1 different opinion, If withj,. the wa1!~, why ~fk Irave of the (,.f':ck.~ to bury 

him? the t umulu$ wbich I have here a(cribed to P,ms, is Qut of the CIty. 

C 2 U on 
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.. on the oppofite fide." Hut the advantages of the Acropolis are 

not perceived fu'fficicntly on the approa~h from ·Bunarbaflli, 

for thi~ purpofe it is necefi"ary to make a detour round the 1dil 

to -the north call, and to take your itation in a corn field on the 

banks of the Simojs, near the foot of the rock; there you may 

peI:ccivc a.tremendous precipice, rifing abruptly to the height of 

four hundred feet, at the bottom of which runs the Simois. 

whofe fiream is ra~id and the bed thickly firewn with fiones. A 

fortl'efs built in modern times on this rock, would doubtlefs be 

extremely formidable, what then mull it have been in a rude and 

early age, when the art of war was in its infancy and tactics al

together unknown? 

After infpeaing the pofition of the Acropolis, vlhat can be 

morc fatisfaaory than again recurring to Homer, an~ fixing its 
, 

fituation beyond all doubt. In the 8th book of the Odylfey we lind 

a circumfiantial detaIl of the confultations among the Trojan 

chiefs refpeaing the fate of the Efron horfe, the caufe of all 

their woe, it is given by D<modocus the bard, who lings the fall 

of Troy divine, to the wanderer Ulylfes then .,nknown. 

(I Alrendy in the horre concealed his band 
U Around, Ul)lfes fat, foc lIiurn'~ fom. 
I< TbC'mielves had dra\'\'fi it to th~ citadd, 
.. A.nd there the mif'chief flood. then firife a.rore 
.. Among the Trojans compaffing the horfe j, 

(( And 



ON THE PLAIN OF TROY. 
o· 

Jf And threefold was the doubt, whether to clcav£ 
" TJile 11011ow·trunk a(under, Of, tip drllwn 
" Aloft. /tJ (ofl il luadlong from Ihl yocks;· 
" Or to permit th' enormou" image kept, 
" Entire to fiand an offc:ring to the Gods. 

CowPEa. 

Exclufive of the Acropolis we learn that there were other 

buildings and templ~s ereCted on the fummit of this hill, particu

larly onc to Jupiter, and another to Minel"Va, to whore flulne the 

Trojan matrons went in proccffion at the inftance of HeClor, 

w hen the army was hard preffed by the enemy as may be feen in 

the 6th Iliad. 

The ex\enl of the ground on the top of the hill jufiifies the 

{uppofition. Mr. Hope and myfelf having with confiderable dif

ficulty fcrambled up that part of 'he freep which faces t~le IOOrth 

eaft; on our reaching the fummit found a pf0digious quantity 

both of {lone and fine Parian marble fcattered over a large 

fpaCl\ and in one particular {pot we traced what appeared to 

have been the fite of a temple t in form of an oblong (quare, 

1 Ihall 

• That is) to the extreme edge of the precipice whe~ the reader will-ptrc~ive the 
'fate"t:h.lt .Iwaited it. 

t ~Ol to (peak too porLttvelY. I fuhmit th~ 1I(ho1e of this conjetlure to the ondour 
of the: rcad:r, and the examination of future travellers; bllt If this hIli Ihould be finally 
determined to be the citadel. I mul\ affirm that there are r,,;lIs of Troy, however com
mon the opinion may be, that 1'lJ11l th, ruins ha'IJl ptri/btJ. I can find no town ill mer 
ages between this hill to the junction of tbe two fivers, but the modern ilIUm of Strabo, 
and if the an:ient IliYIlI or Troy mv.ft be in the plain, ,. 1If11l.., .,.,,,..)~;"~ ,,;},.~. If fa 

1 thiRk 
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'I {hall conchl(lc the :\C'count of the Acropolis by hazarding a 

conject uJ't' not clltirely ill<Jppiicablc to th~ fu~iea . \15 it regards 

th e: JifilTcllce of the Acropolis from the other parts of the city. 

In mallY pJ.rtr, of Afia, but particularly in the Eaft Indies, it 

is, CU flOITI3ry t(' h:!. \-c the t~own or city divided into two parts, 

the one 'of which the ci t,1dcl (if the fituation of the country 

will admit of it ) is always built upon a hill, or on the high

eft ground they c~n {dea, the other or lower town, which con

tains the greater part of the inhabitants, is called the PETTAH, 

anu confid ered in the light of an outwork j it is very canronant 

to reafon therefore tO,allow the poffibility of Patrodus's attempt 

upon the outtr <;(!aJI ojthf cit)" which was below 011 the 'plain, or::It 

Ieall upon a /loping acclivity; thofe who have feen the' hill forts of 

M y(ore, and many parts of the Dekkan, and will compare them 

with the AcropoJis of Troy, may eafily account for the labour of 

a ten years liege, or allow the appellation of the epithet of walls 

built hy the gods themfelves, not to have been exaggerated. 

The idea entertained by many perfons that there are no re-

J think I lhould fay that thel\: are the remains of Dardania,. prior to Ilium and Troy, in 
the ""Mf"-:, of Jd:., but as fat aJ a private opinion is 01 weight, I am inclined to think, 
that the conjecture 1 have adopted, reconciles both afi"erlions of Homer; that tho city 
or pctuh was in the plain, and that the ~itadel was on a precipice, very lofty and ex_ 
porr:d to J.l\ the winds and norms that burn on Jda: This the I.nguage of lhe poet 
in di/ferell t pl4ces requires, and this we obtain by placin, the city on the ground that 
tiKI ~ Bunarb.fui, or by extending it to the Plaia. 

mams 
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mains of a" city on the fite of Troy) or IIthat the ruins thcmfelvea. 

h::we perifhet1. is not· altogether well founded;· on the contrary 

about the Acropolis, and. the environs of tht! city, they certainly arc 

to be found; at Bunarbafhi in the Aga's houre and in the village 

below, are many large blocks of marl:tf.e. columns. of red and grey 

granite, and capitals of columns, one of which we foupd in the 

Itable of the Aga's court yard. it appeared to have formed part of 

a pillar of a temple of Jupiter, from the device of an eagle which 

it contained, and may have been brought hither from forne of the 

temples in the neighbourhood. as its capital which is ronick pre

cludes us from ailigning it to remote antiquity. Rut on the hill 

of Bunarbafhi is an immenfe block of very coarre marble, with 

fame devices rudely executed. particularly the head of a cy

prefs tlce, it looks as if it had belonged to a fountain and is rude 

enough for any age. 

In a cottage near the (aurees of S<.amancler, we found a piece 

of marble about two feet high, no doubt of great antiquity, it 

had the figure of a warrior, well executed in alto relie'IJo; ot thi\) fi

gure Mt. Hope's painter took a drawing, and we regretted much 

that its fize prevented our getlting it on board our fhip. On fur-, . 
veying the groLlnd, many other circuruftances occun Ctl to prove 

the' former exiltence of a city, an~ if fa. certainly that of Troy: 

with 'refpeCl: to the fize M it. many authors and travellers have 

differed, but acknowledging the probability of its having occu

pied the! fpace allotted to it in the fubjoilled map. I fhould not 

think 
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think it could contain lees than forty or fifty thoufantl' inhabi

tants) either citizens or allies, and indeed icfs could' not be given 

to the capital of a prince, who contended for ten years againfi the 

united force of Greece, and who had either in alliance or fubjec

tlOn t the who!, of Afia Mmor. If however the very great length 

of time )\Ihich has elapfe~ fince the Trojan war be confidered, 

ftnJ the numerous changes that have happened in much lefs time 

ill various parts of the globe, (in fome cities even to utter annihila ... 

tion,) be taken into the feale, our furprize and admiration will be 

excited not that we have not more, but that fa much i-s Hill pre ... 

• If with Thucydides we.eftimate the Greek umy at an hundred and twenty thou. 

rand men, the Trojans, according to Homer' s efiimate of one to ccn, would amount t4 

twelve thoufand cirizeu in arms, he6des cbe other nathoc inhabiwm, ani! we ought eer. 

uiniy to dlilTIate the allits at far more than double that number. 
t The kingdom of Priam according to Homer, extended along the coail from the 

£rut~f Phrygia to L efhos. (n. 5+3) inlal!.d it is undefined, it (eealS to have rife" 
from fome tribe of plum!crers iDhabiting the highlands of Ida, which 6rll built Dania. 

Ilia. (Y. 2J6,) on the lkirt$ of the mO'Jntains, and afterwards as they acquired power, 

approacht d the cuafi, and built Troy on the plain, thus Dudani .. is the cIty of Darda

.us, llio.s as Homer \lfes it, the<ity of l1us. Troie (T,.,,,) the city of 1:'r08. (T.230) 

all bUIlt by the re(peClive {overelgns. Plunderers of this fort ftjl! infeft Ida, and the 

AHatic Olympus, ahd if ~f", were again wimollt t. gre-olt imperial power like tbat of 

tbe OthftWl'S, anyone of thefe tribes might extend its inftuence from the hei,hts to , 
the pI":,, 

At the pre(e,.t day in fome parts of Romelia and Bulgaria the roads are tn

feRed by troops of banditti, who defy the Turklili government, (orne of thef. we 

r alred through during the journey of tht!l late military ,"j~on to Turkey, but feeing 

us wei! preparrd and numerous, they did not think pfoptr to .attack us. Thdr'Tt1:elfCi 

are In mount Hzmus, and though wh.fn tak.en the puoilhment is inGan, and ~rrj.... 

ble, yet it d~s not deter them from the commifiion of fimilar enormities Ttley 
law,: phllldcled the princc:fl of Wa1ach~, and d""iaed lMr ao4 hrr (uite for ( •• eral 

uys: 
ferved. 
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fen·ed. )f Troy tould furvive the ravajies of Greece in the hour 

of victory, a,nd incenfed by the vexatious dd~ys of fo long a 

fiegc, Jwl the blood of fo many thoufands of her fons, it is {lill 

more extraordinary that any remains (h~uld have furvivcd the 

direful effeas of Turkiill. rapine, an<\ bigottcd fuperftition. 

His vetus evcr(um eli: Algivis Irion armis, 
Bis nova viClorc.s Gra:!cia lugct :1V05 ; 

Maxima Trojanos retulit cum Roma n('p()t (' ~ 

Atque itcrum Imptrium cum modo 1· ureus habi.:t. 
'sCA) .. IC,r.A. 

Hav~ng refolved to explore Mount Ida, and aCcend to Gargal'us, 

its fummit. or rather the high eft of its hills, we fet off on the 22d 

about five in the morning. We crafTed the Simois at a ford 

about two miles from the village, and by an canerly courf.pro

cceded to the foot of Gargarus, about a mile diftant from the 

ford; on reaching the mountain we found it h1uch fteeper than 

we imagined, and its height from the level of the plain m::ly be 

fomething more than two miles, the firit part of which was by 

a moderate afcent, but the Jatter rugged and difficult of aced!. 

It is divided ilHO three parts or halting ~aces) the intermediate 

ipaces being covcre'd with low oak and other trees .. After having , 
arri~d at the fummit, .you difcovc:r what had not been viflbJe 

from the plain below, an ample platform or table-land of a cir

s:ular form and 460 feet in tircumferenc~, :lnd where no doubt 

D fiood 
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Hood the fanL ~lllJ :111,u' of Jupitci the D..:i!Vl'rcr. On cafting the . , 
l"y (.; around froll1.thi~ fununit, till': virw is magnificegt and exten· 

{hoc, to tit..; right arc Ii.:~n tht highlalld ~ m°l'!' the Dardanelles and 

commencement of thl: Hcllcfpont; on the 1I:ft, the ifland and 

callIe of Tenc:do:-; In the plain below, every circumfrancc as de

iCljbeo hy HOl~'(.r i:. millutLly recognized; the city and towers of 

Ilium helow uur tl:et, the fourers of Sc:unilnder, the rich and fer

tile: plain of Troy watered by the Simois and the Scamander whofe 

fight is obfcurcd 'by it, deep and fedgy banks, the barrow of 

iEfyetes, the Siga:an and Rhretean promontories, and the fit\lJ.tio~ 

of the Grecian fleet, prcfent a fllCCefiioll of plcafing and intcreft

ing objects, while the picture is bounded with a double vi~w of the 

Hellefpont and lEgea.tl fea, and the inands of LemnQs, Imbro" 

and Samothracia. In !hort nothing is wanting to complete the 

fccn&p and the enthufiafm of the moment is perhaps excufable 

when the exulting traveller 1hall exclaim, U Troy exifts." 

When we were upon this fpot, we had Homer and the work 

of Morritt in our hands, we examined the poet by the comment, 

and could not refrain from giving our teftimony to the fidelity of 

both. Gargarus is a fummit tha~ not only overlook. all that 

Homer ailigr.s to th~ frofpect, but is really the higheft point of 

the whole rKlg,", and commands a view to the north and foath 
• 

weft, and when we figured to our imagination, }upitJ!r litting 

here, and Neptune watching his motiOfls from the heights of 

Samothrace, with the Plain of Troy between them, we felt fro~ 

the 
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the fublimiry of rhe poet, the fuperioritl' of their rank, as clearly. 

.' the fubordinate fitu.tion of the other deities,.when onc party 

C:1t on Callicolone, and the other on the retrenchment of Het-
• 

cules to contemplate the fe-appearance of Achilles in the field. 

I have heard finee my return, that Mr. Morritt',s affmnption of 

this height for the Gargarus of the poet, has been. doubted, 

and that his meafure, from Lectum 'have been fuppofed to be 

crroneoufly taken from the diftance between Lecrum and the 

city of Gargarus rather than the mount. TIlis is a queftion I 

cannot enter into, but Homer defcribes Gargarus as the j,igheft 

point of Ida, and fuch was the fummit on which we flood j the 

view we had to the weft was alfo correfpOltdent with the defcrip

tion of the poet, and the view we took to the north was aCfofs the 

Hell.fpont into Thrace, and might well be extended to the Glac

tophagi, Hippemolgi and T"tar tribes (in that age) on th~Da

nube, if we had had the fame powers uf vifion a~ the deity is en

dowed with in the poem. 

One doubt I mull: confers arore in our mind, which was 

that we could not trace the Scamandcr from it" [ouree, but 

the reafon' of this wiJl app<ar in the foll owing pages, when 

we /hall be on the banks of the ftream itfelf. 

·To confirm the topographical correctllcfs of Homer, I alaU 
• 

prodlJCe two inftances the firft from the 14th Iliad, and the 

{<cond from the 8th Iliad, in regard to the direction of Lemno, 

from Ida, which place the father of the gods on hi, own 

D2 proper 
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proper Garg:lfUS, and may tend to cC'rrohorate the impcrfetl 

defcription, ",hi,h I. have rrbove attempted. Fir41, as to the 

conrfe of JU1IO alld Sleep. 

" Togcthcr [orlb the), ""Cllt, Lemno\ they kit 
" And l rllbro~ (it)' tor TIlI'ace, and ill, dark cloud ... 
• < J\1alltll"d, with gliding car fwarn though the air 

" To Ida's Moullt, with rilling wn,tcrs H.:incd, 
~. Parent of [ayage bcafis; at Ltflos firfl 

" They quitt ed Ocean, over pailing high 
" The dry land, wllilc beneath their feet the woods 

" Their fpir)' fummit:. wayc·d."* 
COWPER. 

In the energetic but fimplc language of Homer, I {hall now 

p!ace Jupiter on his fane on the fummit of Gargar.l.ls. 

" To fpring [('(1 Ida, mother of wild beans 
" J f,., (amc, wi/ere jlands in Gargarus his jhrine, 
" Arri\'ing loofed Ius courfers, and around 
" lm·oh ing them in gathcr'd clouds opaque. 
" Sat on the mountains h~ad) m his ~wn might 
<I Exu/I,ng walt tlte t~wers of Ilium ~/I 

.. Btneath his lye. and the whole fleet of Greece." 

COW!,IR-Book 8, line '90' 

• Mr. Morei'c in his admirable vindication of Homer :(.YIi, U on the 6th of,No

vemb-::r '794, I arrIved from LeJbos at tke fouthern part of lda, in company with other 
Englilhmen. We landed about twenty miles belo\v L,ollm, now cape Bata in the 
Sinus #\drameUus, The mountains rife gradually from the promontory of LeCkum in 

long ridges, which unite on tbe right in a high fummit thc. ancient Gargarus." I, 
"0' fhi, Ih, ,our!, tf 1Jm~ f 

Though 
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Though not entirely applicable to, the prefent fuhjed:, I caV.

Ilot rc:frain.from giving another paJTage whic;h I found In the 

Iliad1 and which I fufpect our own gr~at poet to have had ill 

view when he wrote his Paradift Loft. It relates to "the arts 

made ufe of by Juno to deceive the ~igilance of the father of the 

gods, and permit her favorite Greeks to obtail; [omc.advantage. 

Being VII the fummit of Ida, I CQuld not conceive a better op

portunity for inferting it. 

" Beneath thClll earth 
" With fuddcll herbage, teem'd, at once upfJlrung 
" The crocus roft, the lotus bathed in dew, 
« And the eriCp hyacinth with cIlia'ring bells; 
". Thit.:k was their growth, and high above the ground 
« Upborc them; on that Howery couch they lay, 
" Invcf1cd with a golden cloud that {bed 
co Bright dew drops ~JI around." 

COWiI:R-Boc.k 14, line 371.. 

Among the many excellencies obferved in Homer, his c:.pithets 

are not the leafi: to be admired. His '1To"AU7[/det.ItO, "I$'tI~ fpring 

fed Ida, is particularly appofite; during our tour of two days 

from entering the Callicolone or chain of hills that conftirute 

Mount Ida, until we paiTed Troy to the fouth weft, we found a-, 
mOl'g :he hills the beds ,,( feveral torrents, but there are ftill many 

more, <Q the Granicus, iEfepus, Rhodius, and other rivers, which 

all take their rife either from Mount Ida, or the hills behind it. 

From 
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From the torr.o:nts which come down from Ida, andjoin. the wa

ters of the Simoii, it muft be a formidable !heam in the winter 

feafon ; the chain of msml1tains compofing Ida, are not in ge

neral remarkably high, but are abundantly well furnithed with 

wood, which fupplies the T!road with fuei, as in former times. 

Thischain which commences from the province of Myfia to the 

north, is continued in a diretl:ion Fauth Rnd fouth wcll-erly, until 

it is terminated by the promontory of LeClum in the Egean fea 

and from its many' fect Of projecting points, ha3 been compared 

to the Scolopmdra; or, hairy worm, called centipcs,· moll: of the 

hills have fragments of ftone and rock, but on Gargarus is found 

a vaft quantity of martHe, or rather of rock) marLle) veined. 

In the neighbourhood of Alexandria Troa" are quar.ie, of very 

fine granite, from which moft of the relicks found in the CJ"ro.d 

have Been produced. After an intclleCtural feail: of three hours) 

we quitted with regret the interefting profpect, and returned to 

Bunarbafhi. 

DE se E N D J N 0 from the heights of Gargarus, a traveller is na~ 

turally led to vi fit and examine the fourees of the famed Scamanrlcr 

or Xanthu, of Homer; At the foot of the hill, on which Jto~d the 

• It IS r~marJcabie that Homer u(es the tee", n~, whid. poiJibly fupplicd tL.e gto~ 
• &raphers with the idea of the Scolopendra. 

'1'. $9. 

Acropolis 



ON TilE ·PLAL'I! OF TROY_ 3' 

Acropolis about two miles diftant and.near the modern village ef 

Bllnarbafhi,.undcr the fhade of forne willows rifes the hot or firft 

fouree of Scamander; the approach to iT. is by a road paved with 

large ficnes, and appe<\l S very ancient. 

The fountain is about eight feet,broad, the yratcr beautifully 

dear and limpid, ftrongly marking the d'Y>"«;~ ~dUJp of aOffil'r; ri

ling from a bed of the linell: fand imaginable; large flabs of Pa

rian marble have been thrown aefofs the mouth or cifi:ern, in 

which as in times of old, the dames of Troy are ftiH ac(uilomcd 

to wafh their garments, and bleach them on the neighbouring 

bank of beautiful verdure. 

At no great diftancc from the tirft, -is the feconu or coht 

. fill-ing, mqj:k broader but fhallow, it rifes from the foot of 

a low hill, covered entirely with rocks, from which the water 

gufhes through numbedcf;;: nevices, bubbling and trillmg in 

pleafing murmurs. 

By the mudern Turks the Scamander is here termed, Kirk 

Gt'ous Sou; or, the river with forty eyes) evidently fron .. the gufl1-
ing out of its waters as above defcribed. 

In the neighbourhood is fmlnd a very great quantity of mar-
• 

blc but of inl<;ior quality, of which no duubt were made 

thofe canals fo particularly defc~ibed by Homer, but which at 

prefent do not ex ill:, tMugh at both the fountains the Turkifll 

women !till wath their garments and perform ablutions. At this 

prefent time (June) both the fpring' were l,erfeCl:ly colrl, but we 

were 
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were affured by the nativ~s that the water of the tirft was in the 

winter months always hot and emitted a fteam, but that the fe

cond was always cold •. both in winter and fummer: an afler

tion which we find corroborated by the Jucceffivc teftimonics of 

various travelle~s, but part~ularly Chevalier, MOfritt, Dallaway. 

Btit Hon~er muft now as in other inftanccs appear himfelf, . 
and defcribe the £/;arnCirrijiics of thefe celebrated fountains 

which a lapfe of three thoufand years have not been able to 

obliterate; it is thus the poet when verging to the conclufion of 

the Iliad and the fate of HeCtor, deferibes the fourees of the 

Scamander. 

Next by Scamandcr's double fouree they bound.' 
Wl,ere two fam'd fountains burn the parted ground. 
This hot through {(.On .. hing c1t:Jts is fcen to rife, 
With exhalations fteaming to the fkies, 
That the green b;:mks in {ummer'!o heat, o'erflo\vs 
Like chryfial clear, and cold as winter (nows; 
Each guflllng fount, a marble cifiern fills 
Whore polilh'd bed receives the falling rills; 
Where TrOjan dames, (c'le yet alarmed by Grf'cce,) 
\V afb'd thetr fair G"arments in lhl.! days of peace. 

POPJ:-Book 2.2, linr 195. 

In the neighbourhood of thefe fprings the country is I<ncom

monly beautiful, many of the inhabitants have, built their cot

tages on the banks of the river, which flows in a clear perennial 

Iheam 
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ftream through gardens laid, out in pleafant walk" and arbours 

covered witl> grape vines I plantations of walnllt, poplar, and fy

camores are alfo feeo, and an abundant ~rjety of fruit trees, ren-
t ' 

der thefe gardens a moft charming retreat from the heats of fum-

mer. The banks of the Scamander)eing deeply. embowered'with 

(edge, and madh-mallows, conceal the water from the light. 

At a cottage near the fecond fOUl~CC, is to be fccn a blo<:k of 

marble, about three feet in height, on which is fculptured in relit'VD 

the figure of a warrior, well executed. Near troy though fo early 

.in the feafon as the twenty thinl of June, the harvcft was nearly 

gathered in, and what appears to Europeans extrtmelyfingular, the 

female reapers, wore ftraw hats to defend their facet from the fun. 

During our ftay at Bunarbafhi, and indeed throughout the 

Troad, we were received with great politenefs and horpitality. 

]n the country, the Turks (cern to have forgotten that fullercil

lous air of pride and hauteur, which pr ... il; among their brethem 

at the capital; all h.re feemed defirous of giving us a kind reo 

ception and accommodation, the hofl/itable Aga of the diftria ;v.s 

himfelf at Conftantinopl., but the attention paid to us by his fa

lI)ily, gave no caufe to regret.his abknce, to whofe profufe liber

aliry, in a con/hnt and ample {upply of pro~ifions, there {eemed 
to be no bounds. • • 

IS was here for the 6rA.til"e, we had an opportunity of obfer

ving the carts of the 'Iroad, which forcibly reminded us of the war 

rWiol. of Botner, both in their. appearance, and conftrutU"n .• . , 
I;: Dr. 
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.Pr. Chandler, whore interc:fting travels in Mit Minor, afford 'a 

!ich fWld of enteioOtainment, both for the antiquarimvand man of 

ubfl:fvation. thus defcribes them. , 

Standing on the Sigrean promolltory,110W cape .Ycni Cheir 

Janiffary, which overlooks the Plain of Troy, the Dr. n'marks, 

" a long train of low carriages rerembling ancient cars, were then 

,. coming as it were in proecmon. from Mount Ida. each was 

If wreathed round with wicker work, had two low wheels. and 

" conveyed a nodding load of green wood, which was drawn 

" through the dufty plain by yoked oxen or buffaloes, with a 

" flow and {olemn pace, and with an ugly creaking noife:' Do 

we not in this dt:fcription, .recal our ideas to the Grecian follow

ers of the camp bringing in w.oOO from Mount Ida fUf the fune

ral of Patroclus? 

., But Agamemnon as the rites d(:llland 
" \\';th mules and waggon:; fends a chofcn hand, 
" To load the timber and the pile to rear, 
•. A charge confign'd to faithful Merion's care, 
., \Vjth proper il1firumenrs they take the road 
<c, Ax(;~ to cut, and ropts to fling the load: 
.c Firjl marIn lhl n/troy J1H(/es,J~(urtlyjlI1'WJ 

" O'tr MUs, 0'" da/I,s, o'er trags, 0'''' ritts/hey gfl, 

" 7lMpin" high (/ (r III( foruln of Ilu rough groltllJ~ 
u Raul, 1M dolt' ring (ar.q and Ih, flo(k.t 1l1(/IJ bound • .. 

POPE'S Iliad.-8ook 23, line 134. et Seq . 

• T~ new vi!lage. It i, relQarkable that SJr~q bM,1, NUl IWI" aUi> in thi, ooieb" 
bourhood, Ihough Itbink not In tbe Came pla.ce. 

After 
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After an accurate and ple.ling Curve)" of Troy and its environ., 

we dp.termir'ftd to trace the courre of Scamander, from its foun

tains near the tity! until its junCtion witl) the: Simajs and final dif ... 

charge into the Hellefpom. 

We left Bunarbalhi at four o'<j>ck, on the afternoon of the 

t",enty third, taking our departure from the co/dor feco~d fpring; 

our route lay along the {kirts of a hill: to the fouth weft, at which 

time the river was clear and limped, and in a direCtion tolerably 

ftrait; on reaching the level plain, it began to meartder until we 

loft fight of it, amidft the fedges , low rulhes, marlh-mallow, and 

tam:J.rifk, that covered its banks. 

We could now fati sfaaorily account fbr our not having feen 

the Scamav.der, even from the heights of Oargal'us, and which 

Mr. Hope and myfelf, had remarked with no fmall degree of afto

niiliment, it being generally imagined that both rivers wer~to be 

feen, and fa when the country was in high culture and full of 

people they probably were, and this we alfo obferveu that where

evt:r we could obtain a light of the water, the fircam was ftjlI l;rrl

pid, pure, and comparatively deep, rnnning in a channel flOm 

twelve to twenty feet wide, till we loft it in a morafs . 
• 

The reafon was now apparrent , why we did not fce it from 

Gargarus, as the brakes and trees, with which its banks were 

entir~ly overhung, perm~ted only an accidtntal view. We COIl~ 

tinued our ride over the plain, the whole face of which appeared 

one entire ti:Id of cultivation, it was a perfeet level, and I fuoltld 

judge 
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jlldgc the extent. to be about nine miles in length. from Troy to 

the rea, and from three to fOllf miles in breadth ;~"Ne kept the 

Simois on our right, frqm a mile and half to two miles diftant. 

'Vhilft · traverfing the plain, once the theatre of fo many great 

and interefi-ing a~tiolls of thf war, the mind of an obfervant tra

velier will. naturally be imprefred with fcnfations of enthufiafrn ; 

and if the glow of patriotiiin is expecte~t to be felt in the field of 

Marathon, Of the fJ)irit of devotion can be raifcd by the venerable 

(uins of lona, furely tome fmall portion of entltufiafm is exclifa

hie, in him who vifits the land of Homer. 

(I VideJ.aJ uti bdianteJ Pn-gama circum 

{C Rift lugtrell! Grail, premertt Trojano juwntJIS 
It H~t PhrygtJ, inflaTe! (urru CY'ljJllft/J A,hill(J. 

F6:r my[clf I could not pafs over this daffic ground without 

feeling a linccre ardour, even with a mind hurt by recent untoward 

cin:umftances, which had occured in the various and capricious 

turns of my life and perhaps fortunes. After proceeding about 

four miles from the [prings, the face of the plain becomes marfhy 

and overgrown with ruilies, and is& almoft a morafs. 

Wo had now I;n fight of the Scamander altogether, until 

we reached the fide of a hill, near the village of Erkes K~oi, 

where we raw it again. flowing in an- artificial canal matle or 

opened again about fixty years fince, by the famous Hoffa. BoJl", 

Gbazi, the lord high admiral of Turkey; this canal into .which 

the 
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the Scamander has been diverted., commences near the villa~e of 

Erkt:Jkeoi, and after traverfing a dire8ion due feuth, it turns a 

mjII and is difchargcd into the Egean (ea._ about three miles di[

tanto The water of the canal is equally clear with that of the 

native ftream itfdf. In the plain ,low the vil~age we croffed 

over a bridge, Of rather caufcway which had been made arfofs tIre 

Scamander, on:afioned by the ovcrfpreading of the river that 

now had loft itfdf in a morafs, though it.) ancient bed was vifi

bIe: fending on our fcrvants and baggage into the Chiftelick, we 

made an excurfloll from this place to vifit the tomb of JEI)'etc~l 

fituat~c\ three miles to the fouth call: of Erkefkeoi. This tu

mulus is on a level in a- valley, at the foot ~f a ridge of hills COI1-

nected with .Mount Ida, and is a monument of the highcft anti

quity in th\,; Troad. having been erected previous to the war; it 

is called by the Turks Udjuk Tepc, or the chimne) hill. It .. an 

immcllfe mound of earth clofdy beaten, and rifcs from the level 

of the plain, to the height of an hundred and thirty feet. with a 

circumference of twelve hundred. 

From this fpot Politt::s onc of the fOllS of Pliam, (whofe frory 

IS fo pathetical1y defcribed in the 2nd iEneid.) was detached in. 

order to reconntl;tre the poJition of the Grecian camp. and to 01>

fervt the movements 0f the army; certainly no fpot could have 

been fekch.:d more apPQ)priate, as it not only command:) a 

perfeCt: V.eW of the Plain of Troy in every direction, but has 

likcwilu 
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likewif. ~ admirable look out into the IEgean fea, immediately 

"Vel' againft tbe Wand Of Tenedos. 

!' But v~rious Iris, Jove's commands to bear 
U Speeds on the wings of wind throu~h liquid air. 
u In P(jam'1> porch \~ c Trojan chiefs the found, 

," The old confulting, and the youth around; 
fI Po/iu',J foape III/monarch', Jon foe €haft 
U WIuJ from AifJdts' lomb obJervtd the foes, 

e( High on,lhe mound, from whmu In pro/peEl/ay, 
« 'Ihlfields, tht U"IS, Iht navy. lind /hl bay. 

POPE ' S Iliad. 

This tomb we liad kept in view, during the whole of our 

tour, it had been to us a guide, an indelible land mark in afcer

taining the different pofitions in the Troad.. It is vifible from 

Garprus, from the Rhretean and Sigrean promontories. from 

Thymbrek, and Bunarbalhi, and has a view itfelf over the whole 

plain, as well towards the Hc:llefpont, as the iEgean rea, and is· 

• Tbe fame obfervation may apply to the iOand of 'TIII"", which is equ"ily con .. 
it>~uous rrom Y'r., and it5 environs • 

.. • 'ill Ul cOJIfr'ea. ",lUthl, DOCifiiana rami 

.. l.llll~, diVe:. opum, P uami dum Tegoa manehant." 
VIJ.G • ...£neid, Lib. n. 

ft has howenr in one refpcll furvived the kingdom of Priam, and at the pr~ .. 
fat day, prudllCCs Come w tbc bdl: wiDe in tbc A:EhigeJ,.co. 
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in faa the very point where a picket would now be placed, if it 

were neceffary.to give a' fignal to the city of what-.vas paffing on 

the plain. Strabo p 599, mentions that !he barrow allotted to 

1Efyetes lay on the road leading to Alexandria Troas, whicli ac

cords with the obfervation of all our ;nod ern tra~el1crs . but he 

has a mea[ure of five ftadia, whi ch it is difficult to a[cer\ain : it 

rifes however OUt of the plain. like a truticated cone, and is more 

peculiarly adapted to the circumftances required, than any othel' 

barrow in the whole country. 

The [cuing fUJl warned us to dtfcend from the fummit, and 

repail tl) our quarters at Erkelfekeoi; on our return we paffed 

two other tnmuii fituatecl on the rea jhore~ one of which wall 

called by the; natives, Belhek Tepe, the name of the other we 

could not learn , though fome have fuppofcd thefe two have con'" 

tained the remains of Perreleu~ and Protdllau5. We flept. fhs.t 

night at the chiftelick, or COll"try houfe of naff.n Balba, "and OIl. 

the 24th in the morning, infpircd with the hope of finding the 

Scamander. ur at leaft its bed which we had loft on the preced-

ing d.:: y we proceeded to our enquiTy j about half a mile north 

of the "illage we fell in with the bed, and pre(etltly after with 

the liver itfelf, wtlich had very little water in it . By infpecrion 

ot' the mcp of the Troad ':is given by Mr. Monitt in his admira-
• 

hIe defenc~ of .Homer, I ha .... e to obfervc, that though correCt in 

other rc(peCls, he certainly failed in the in!tance of tracing the 

courfe of Scamander. He pro(:eedcd in a uit'eEtion n01 th ancl 

b1 
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by eaft, and continut::d 2is route, over what he calls P~/a: Suman. 

Ja-, and lookcd.no further for the bed of ihe river., Jf lVIr. Mor

ritt has followed Chevalier in the conftruCtion of his map. they 

afe ct:J'tainly both in an error, as I lhal1 proceed to {hew in the 

map fubjoint~ which w,\ made by Mr. Hope on the fpot after 

profl cu·~ing our fearch for'the Scamander with fucccfsful dili

gence. From the place above mentioned, we followed the river, 

in a courfe north by weft for about two miles, its banks as in 

the upper part 0) the plain were overgrown with mar(h myrtles, 

tamarilks, and the country on both fides a morafs, which in the 

winter {earon rnuft be impaffable, and which Mr. Chevalier or 

Of Morritt could notohave penetrated: the bed of the river was fr "'.!. 

quently dry, yet friU retained its original charaaer, the breadth 
• 

being from twelve to twenty feet; whilft mentioning the breadth 

of the river at thh part of the plain I conceive a pafiagc from 

Homel'" will ferve ftill further "to illuftrate the accuracy of the 

poet's general dcfcription.; it relates to the conteit of the river 

Scamander with Achilles, whilft that hero wa!:> committing fuch 

terrible dcvaftation among the flying Trojans; that the prcfcnt 

.crual fituation of the bed of the river Ihould coincide in fo exaa 
• 

a manner is reaUy' furprifing, but the faa is certain. 

.. On the .border frood 
• 

.. A fpreading elm. that overhung the flood; 

.. He feiz'd a bending bough, his fteps to fray; 
" The plant uprooted to hi.a weight gave way, 

U Heaving 



0:\ THE PLAI ~ OF TROY ., 4' 

H Heavin.e the bank and UlHkrm inill<Y all . o. 0 • 

(C Loud flail) the' waters to the Tunl ing fall 
., ~f the thick foliage. Tht: large tru nk doifplaycJ , 

" Brillg'ri the rough flood aCTo(»: T he h..:ru Haj'd 
H On this his weight. and rai~\11!jf')!1 hi~ hand, 
« L eap'd from tlw ('"hm1lld. :mrl T<.!gain'd the land. 

P01'k.'s lI iad.-Book ! 11l. 

I cannot help introducing in thls place, a moil ingeniOtb 

remark of 1\.1r. Blackwell, in hi s enq uiry into the lift;: ~nd writJn;;') 

of Homer ahout forty year.:. finec, and from'which it would ap

llear he had actually vilired the iix:.t, for, if we except the \,'ild fig 

n ee .l ~ld the tomh of Darcianns, we lhall obferve the Plain of 

Troy, <1:, it exills at the prcfcnt day: f~c.1king of HGmer's geo

graphicaJ accuracy, he obfcrves, " The firft which prefcnts itfdt~ 

( I is, that h t:. mufi- h:1vC he!.;]) acquainted with the field of a,:tioll, 

" the Plain of Troy. It waS th is enahled him to dcfcr9be it fo 

" m inutely ; and gives it that air of ycrac.!ty ir bears from thof'l: 

H Jl :tturai i nc idcnt~ he has thrown into hi" n:1rration. He had 

" them, not hy rC:1ding- or lilccubtioll, but (rom thcplaces UH:lll

" J::lves, and lhc pro[pcCts that ariit; f(() ~: l tho culture and difpu

U fi tion of the groun ds. W ho but the m~l1 th :\ t had vicwcd Ihe 

.t heJldingr qf the (00;.f/. and CI cry corner of t ill Ji r:l~b. (,Olll(1 

• H - have d ('rc ~'jhcd or feigned th~ r;<':I)UillC marks of it: til!.: t f)lllb 

u of D.1 rdan i.ls, tht.: fJ)!~ngs of SC;UTI:1IHk-r, the b:ln!'s of SinlOi~1 

U the beach tree, with many other cin.:ur.lflancc.:5, tho.t (lilting uiJh 

(f the environs, and enrich his landfkip? 
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\Ve now lo1'ffight of the bed again for a 1110rt time; but oil , 
ft'~i;"Chif\g perceived it ha<l funk into a marfuy. ground ~o the north 

• 
caft, though our gujdes iufoFllCd us we filOUld fall in within ano-

ther bra,nth more to the weft-ward: we croJTed over thl: :norafs. 

and proceeding north and by .. yeft, again di[covercd tJ l(' river, a

bnu~ a mile difi:al1t from \\'hb:1CC it difappeared, the oed lies in 

the f."unc fh\tc as bt:fofL', FU!"llfC travellc:n may recog:u.:c the fi}ot, 

by oblep:ing and afccnding a fin all round hill as marked in the 

map, which places ,the fea to the wcftward and at the fuut of 

which the river runs; here the ScamaIlde~ is as broad as many 

parts of the Simois, and might well have anfwcred to the appel

lation given by Homer. o?f balOlJJ'I~'~fl; deep and full of eddies, or 

HI ~jcE,,7J LK.etfLet"dp,:" rhe Scamaudcr with a broad marglllo 
• 

From this eminence we beheld the Simois about a mile 

diftant approaching to it.s junCtion with the Scamander, the 
• 

ftream broad and rapid; our fatisfatfion at this difcovcry was 

<nhanc<d by the pleafing a"li honeft recolleCtion, that we had at

tained a point given up by other travellers, who fuppofed the 
• 

Scainander did not e.ift beyond the canal of JIalfan BaCh., whidl 

"M r. Morritt calls. the A';;'is Navigabilis of Pliny, or perhaps de

ceived by then guiues,t or reports of the country people, took the 

matter for granted. Having thus f~llen in again with our riv~r, 

we detelmined not to quit it, and contin\1cd our courfe along its 

• J '1%1 the more inclined to fuppole the latter to have been the caf~) 1$ we found 

mU(h difficulty in ptrfuadiog our guWes to accGmpaPY u.~ who pcrfifted in a/furjns. • . 
the riY~r was loft. 

banks 
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banks for about half a mile, when we were again for a few mo

ments at j.ult, but" foon perceiving the bcd, .our never failing 

guide, we rode- into it. and with the exception of a very few yards 
• 

after tracing it about three quarters of a mile further in'a direc-

tion north and by caft, we:l.t length reached its junCtion with the 

Simois, broad and flowing rapidly a<out tv.,ro mil;s difrapt from the 

Sigean proll1ontory, and five from the vilhlge of Erkeffu Kcoi in 

the direCtion we had followed;* the teft of their junction to a ·fu

ture traveller will be a [mall fione bridge ·over the bed of the 

Scamande.r, twenty yards from its junetion and which obliged 

us to ride out of the bed and in again at the oppofite fide. It 

is matter worthy of remark, that this farf'lo1l5 river fuould frill as 

in the day§ of Homer have two names : at its 10111"CI: as I have above 

remarked, it is called Kirk GtQUJ Su, or the river with forty eyes, 

but on its junCtion with the Simois, which is called by the- Turks 

Chai Sou, the un;ttd ftreallls receive the appellatiun of Mmdrus. 

Aware of the fafcinating attractions of etymology in the inveftiga~ 

tiol1 of a name, I ihould hefitatc in combining the ancient and JJ10~ 

nern n.ames at this diftanct: of tim~, yet the application is {(, un~ 

ftrained and th,: fimiliarityfo~vident, that I think the modC111IlClln<..'; . . 
Mendrus, Scama11dcr, or Sramandros, amount<. to an ai'mofi irrcffa~ 

gable document of its having triumphed over time., and of h:w-

It is neceG":uy to remark in this place, that the fubjoincd map was m,lI:le from 

an 'l' trirw, and not from aBual meafurement: my fellow tra' .. clL·r ~1r. Hope 
vetj"obhglngly favoured me with it, in ol:der to iUuftrate my own idea~ on the fubjclt. 

F1 



ing eftabli!hc.l the accunlcy,of HOIJ;ter.* From hence the Sr2m~n

der in a courL: nCdrl y north, fio,"{s in a broad and Fapia ftream 

along the plain, 1kins thc'wcfiern flanl; of th(! vi llage of Koum 

Kefd, and is finally difchargcd: into the HcHcCpont abllut two 

miles from its jU',lI.:1 ion. 

:At the, mouth of the SCanialltlCr is a very confalt:rablc bar of 

fanel, which pre\'ents aced's to vcfl't:1s of large burthcll, but ,\'e 

were aff'ured by the nar.iYl.;s, that ill the \vinter 1c.lfon the..torre:lts 

from Ida coming {1own with violence, difcharge an immrnf~ 

body of frefh water into the rca, the effcB:: of which is perceivt'd 

a great ",ray off. 

Having thus brougltt the Scamander from its fouree, under the 

walls of Troy to its junction with the Simois. and fin~l dicharge 

into the He1lefpont after a circuitous courfe of twelve miles, f'fhall 

make ;Fft:W obfcrvations on the nature of the foil of the Troad. 

At Bunarbaihi the Turkiih lignification of which is the fpring or 

fountain head, the foil is rieli ann foft and the earth remarkably fine, 

lower down, fat and greafy, in the centre of the l>lain the tan ;\ 

of the com fields was of a reddiih brown. at the lowell: part neal' 

the jUIlt!ion of the river,. the foil w.s of the richcll: black moulJ 

• Ilk, m, U(k, are terml for ri,.en i? almoll' tY'Cry (C'gion of the world. nr..ru 
found the name in Abyl!inia, and chere is an tiki in Kerman, al well as an tfca, EI'k, 
and Uik i.l England and Scotland, and if it were allowable to follow an etymolog) fo 

,cn~tal, 1 lhould fay ICca-Mend.rul was the S~, or river Mcndrus. 

and 
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and anfwcrcd forcibly to the epithet 1b frequently applied hy 

Homer (,f Tp,', 'p.(,';",;,. 'fh, jertil, 'frojan p/.';h. 

Thloughout the Tmad we had occ:1fion to remark that a cou· 

p1c of bufl:'aloes or oxen were fufTIcicnt to draw the plough with 

eail!, whereas in the neighbourhood of Conftantinoplc. it took 
• • 

twelve ur {ilmetimcs fourteen, this can be :1.ccounttd for- only hy . 
the nature of the foil, thrr(' it is a k:.nl and ftiff clav, that of the , 

T10;iU ?oft and rich mould, the plain was covered with nllmrroW!" 

herds of cattle, hodes, o>.t.:J1 and hutT";llo('s.'" 

On quitting the river, we proccetkd to tlu: famous Sigrean pro. 

montory now cape Janiffary, where are to be (cen, the celebrated 

Siga:an infcriptions ann other caftly marbles which have been ac

curately copied by ChiOlull, Dr. Chandler, and other travellers. 

~~tting the fitc of lhc :'lncient Sigreum, now a Crc(!k village, we 

proceeded along the promontory 011 the fllOres of the HcUelpontJ 

at this place fully entitled to the appellation of broad and 

fpacious. 

A t the fwell of the promontory and juft as it begins to rife, 

is the barrow of Achilles, confpicuons for its fize and elevation, 

afar off at fea, it is a vaft monau of earth, heaped up in the form 
• 

of ~ cone, the elevation of its tJ.fi:ern afpea is about one hundred 

a.,nd 1!YIenty feet, and the circumfer~nce flx hundred, the earth 

. 
• The uncommon Ju¥uriancc of the huvcft in the neighbourhood of Tro)'. iU4 

duced me to ,JJthcr Come of tbe wnejlt wrth m.y own hanck, which I hrought to 
England, an.1 preCc:ntcd to Governor Hail-ings. The car is remarkably finc, 

and the' 11:alk long and bearded fimilar to that pf Rohi1cund in the Eatl Indies. 
has 
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Ita .> been uncommonly \\iell beaten, and bids fair to remain ::IS free 

from the ra':ac;cs of time, os it has already done, the Cummit of 

the cone ha s been fillQothnl off, and contains a fmall mud build

ing {'red-cil by a M:l.homctan Dcrvifh, who by a whimfical fingula

I ity of ctrfj)ofitioJl, has converted the tomb of Achilles, into a repo ... , 
fitory fer l}IS own a!hes, and thofe of hi s brethren, two other 

Muilulmalls already repofe ill the cemetry of Achilles. This bar

;:'<)w as has been already remark'd, was opened a few yC8JS lince, by 
• 

Signor Gorrna1.ino at the inftance of Count Choifeul Goufier. 

However other perfons may have thought upon the fllhjcc~ of 

the l"C!-li Cts found in this barrow. I fhal1 with deference prcfume to 

fubmit my own opillion, as. it aroft: whilft ftanding on the fpot 

which inclines to (redit their being .the allies of tAchilles and 

Patroclus, and for this reafon. that if the po:fitioh of the tu

murus be eftablifhed as I conceive it to be beyond all doubt by the 

tdlimony of Homer himfclf, why may we not attach eq".1 cre

dit to the dilloveries made in it? 
The funeral of Achilles is detailed by Homer in fo circum

Ibntiill a manner, and contains moreover fo curiotls a picture 

of the rites of aI!tiquity, that J fhall beg leave to produce it 

as an adLii,ional inftance of the accuracy of the great poet, 

whofe works afforded us fo ,much amufetnJllt, in our prbgre(s 

through the Troad. 

In the 24th book of the Odyll'ey, the /hade of Agamemnon· 

addrelfes that of Achilles in the foHowing manner: 

.. Full 
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"-Full fcventccn day!!, we day anq night deplor'd 
" Thy rleath, both Gods in Hcav'n and mt'n below, 
" But·on the eighteenth day we gave thy cQrfe 
" It!. burning, and fat fh('cp around th~e flew 
" Numerou\, \\ith manj 11 pal1urcd ox moon horn'd; 
" ,,"'c hum'd thee cloath'd in vcfiure of the Gods. 
U ,"\lith honey and with o il fcedjng the fl.a~es· 
« Abundant, ,,,,hi Ie Adlaia':. heroes arm'd 

" Botll horfe and foot t'ncolDpaOing·the pile 
" Clafh'd on their Olidd!. and dcaf'ning was the diu. 
" .But when the fires ' If Vulcan had at Icngtp 
" Confum'd thet', at the da\'on we tiored thy bones 
" In unguent and in undiluted" iUI!, 
« For Thetis gave to us a golden vafc 
.t Twin eared. which 111C profcfscd to h::lvC received 

• 
.. From Bacchus, work divine of Vulcan's hand; 
" Within that YaCe, Achilles! treafured lie. . ' 
.. Tome :tnd the hones of thy departed friend 
" Patroclus, but a ft:j l:lrate urn we g<\V(' 
U To thofe of br;1ve AntiJochus, who moll 
H Of aU thy friends at Ilium, fllared thy loyl. 
" And thy rerpett, thy friend Patroclus nain. 
C< Around both urns 'We placed a noble pile • 
• , We 'WlJrr,OrJ of the jll(red kgrve rfJU, 

H 0" a tall promontory /hooting far 
" hl10 the Jpacioll' Bellefpont, 1}Ii~t all 

" Who ir,,'" Imd who foal! yet be born may o'Vit'".tI, 

i"( fJ'1u record t'1JttI from the dijilmt W8't11.* 

47 
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A' x", fro, ?rpOXOU~ t'1rj '10 ... a'r!j ['''>''~0"1I'Q~''o/ • 

.!r\ Y.!V , 7'1Alq,av~, lit.. '7tOVro('!llV dv6fM-4.V fl1J 
To~, ot ~ijy 'Yeyda'Tl yt:t~ or f46TOT."lo-B!Io' f.lnv?",. 

Od y/fey, n. So. 

H ere then. at the difl:ance of three thoufand years, we hav~ . 
a detail.fo circmnftantial, fuch a coincidence of faCts, and fo ana-. 
logous.h the recent difcoveries, that it mutt CurcJy amount to 

tnllviEtion: nol an item in the above lines but in foee ihape or , 
other tend , to corroborate and identify the tomb of Achilles. the 

funeral pile, the rcfpcCl of the army, the vafe, the fepa rat ion of 

the' afhes of Achilles and Patroclus from thofe of Antilochu:s. 

and 1.IUy the rrco"d'in the erection of a noble pile, frill fpeakir.g , 
in indelible characters, altogether form a chain of minute circum-

fiances, which are in my opinion irrefragable, and I mufF confefs 

I do not envy the feelings of him who is not convinced. 

At no great difrance from the tomb of Achilles, is that of 

his fri~nd Patroclus on the beach, it is fituated in the inclofure 

of a vineyard on the plai~, circular in form, low and flat at the 

top, it might naturaly' be fuppofed that the batrow of a perfon fo 

highly eltcerr,ed a,nd fo l)1uch beloved as P~troclus was by Achil

les, would have been of a larger liu, but fur this we muft recur 

to Hilmer, who will folve ~he difficulty. lit He wa. buried* 

• Of both there barrow ... nry accurate view hal betn takt:n by M'r. Hope's 
painter, which it is to be hoped that Gt:ndemau wiIJ fI/oblj(h when be returDs to 
England from bit ~eftin& journey. 

on 



ON THE PLAIN QF TROY. 4' 
on" the pTain, 01' level of the fea {hore,- fr.' d.Kj~f a~ appear:; f r OID 

the '3e1 Ili .. d. after. colleCting a fufficient quantity of wood 

from Mount Ida, the people returned to the fca fide, and there 

" Each man his Jog 
« For fo the armour bearer of the king
" Of Crete. Mcrioncs had them cnjoin'd 
" BOJ"e after thern, and each his ·burthcn caft 
U Down on the beach re-gular." 

- And again in the fame hook, after the cOI~pfc wa"; bUl''lt 

(( Dcfigning next the compa(s o( the tomh, 
" TIley mark'd its boundary with {loncs, then fillt..'d 
H TIle wide inclofurc hajli/y with earolh, 
« And having hcap{'d it to its height retmn'd ." 

COWI'BIt.'S Iliad. 

The prefent appearance of this tumuluB, exhibit::; every !nark 

of an hallyereerion and unfiniChed rites. We know from Ho

mer that Achilles had always defigned that after death. his own 

aChes Chould be mingled with thofe of Patroclus, therefore there 

was no occafion for making the tumulus fo extenfive at that time, 

bec.ufe fays he in the fame ~k. "afterwards the Greeks who 

" /hall be left in the Chips after my death fhall conftruCt one 

u broader 1U\d loftier." 

111 'i' '45. He fays 
T~f"oll 6' au fLaM '7(o).}..Q/I .)'''; '8DYUq-/J&1 a:V,"?,4 

AJ.,).' ;11'leIX'" ToioJl, &c. 

G f( there 



RB-MARKS AND OBSERVATIONS 

" There let him rcit, with decent honor laid, 
" Till 1 fhall follow to th' infernal (hade; 
fI Meantime .. rea the tomb, with piou's hands, 
fI A COMMON S.TRVCTVRE on the humble fands . 
.. Hereafter Greece fome nobler work may raife 
.. And late pofierity record our praife." 

POPE'S Iliad, Book 23, line 304. 

How {hiking then does
r 

this paffage affimilate with the pre

~t appearance of 1;>oth tombs, the one lofty and compleat 

ftretching out from a tall promontory far into the fpacious 

Hellefpont, the other low and humble, down on the beach 

in an unfiniihed frate. Before I conclude thefe flight remarks 

upon the Troad, it v1i11 be neceffary and an aCt of juftice to bear 

t.eftitnony to the excellent work of Mr. Morritt, and to his general 
• 

accuracy, though he has in one or two points been erroneous, 

which I attribute to his leaning upon Chevalier, but his ingelllous 

conjeCtures, as well as fpirited and manly arguments in his contro

verfy with Mr. Bryant, will ever place him in the light of one of the 

ableit vindicators of Homer, and defenders of the exiftence of Troy. 

From the Sigrean promontory we proe,eeded to Koum Cala, or 

caftle or. the fand, a fortrefs eJ;,eCted by the Turks to defend 

the entrance of the Hellefpont, with a correfponding one on 

the oppofite fhore. This glace I take t~ have been th~ fta

tion of the Orecianfleet, it is a}!,out two miles and a half 

from the Sigrean promontory, the (weep of the fhore refem

bles a bow. N9t far diftant from the village is the Scaman-

der, 
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tier, the north bank of which was moft probably the {fa

tion of A.iax as the Sig:ean promontory was that of Achilles, 

compofing the right aIl11 left wings of the Grecian army; this 

pIa ce will allow ample room both fOl the troops and tents, 

and would, I doubt not, at the p,rdent d:1.y be.fdcCted as a pla~c: 

of dcLalk<ltion, were the fubjugatioll
a 

of the Troad intcnrlc.l-:-
From Koum Cab we croffed the Scamander or Simois> and 

eoall:ing along the fhol'e, of the Hellefpont ~t length reachoa"1!le 

In T'1'(, or tomb of Ajax, the place frc:m whence we fet out, hav

'ing thus concluded a moil agreeable tour of four days, in which 

we had traverfcd about forty miles, and furvcycd the Troad 
. . 

with tolerable accuracy, Jludio minucntf labo.rem, the pleafure of 

'WrIteh .ex~U1:fion was bnly.alloyed by the reflection that it could 

not be of a longer co;\tlnu~nce. 

But before I dofe'inY'work. 1 uught to add a few remarks 

upon the feveral tours, 'in which others as v.'ell as myfdf 

have beeen engaged; the firft is, that though we travel 1:1 the 

Eaft with fufficient regularity to calculate diftancc!l, which can

not be far from the truth, Il:ill I by no means pretend to 

alTert that ou:"' eftimation ~s equal to <!-tl:ual mcaCurement i 

for this purpofe indeed more time is reqnifitc, than I could 

{pare at the moment when I vifw:ed the Troad, but l"'Underftalld 

this ha. been dOlle by Mr. Hawkins, whofe refcarches I hope will 

be given to the public, and to whofe ae~uracy I {hall moll: cheer

fully fubmit fueh obfervations as oecured to myfelf in my hal1:y 

G 2 cxcurfion; 
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,,}!.curfion ; "'We are all milled by imagination as well as the eye, 

and may all have'incurreu errors, which nothing but an adual 
furvey can correct. 

Another defect is obvious, which is, that we have none of U9 

viewed the Troad in the winter when the ' Simois would un

doubtedly -have a very different appearance ; and when the Sca

mander, though a perennial fiream, might Jhcw itfelf to more 

~'ntage. A fheam eonfeifedly diverted into a different cT.an

nel for two thoufand years. cannot be judged by the prefent 

remains of its channel, which has been choaking, and in a 

cour(e of obliteration for the (ame period: from the bed as we 

viewed it in fome pa'rts. I lhould judge that it might fully 

have anfwcred every attribute affigned to it by Homer, but it 
can never be feen again in its natural nate, unlcfs the canal 

were dofed, the channel cleared, and the ftrcam reflored to its 

original bed •• 11 this would hardly be effeCted in any country, 

out in 'Turkey it is impo.JJibl,; all that I pretend to aifert is, 

that J ~m perfeCtly convinced it has been diverted, and that it 

did originally join the Simois, on this head my conviCl:ion is 

as perfect .s that of Mr. Chevali~ or Mr. Morritt. 

A third faCt neceifary to be known, can only be a(ecrtained 

by a v'fit in the winter. wh.ich is, the diftinCtion between the two 
• • 

fprings, at the head of the Scamander; the inhabitant. certainly 

confirmed to us, the fum~ alfertion they had made to Mr. Morritt, 

and Mr. Chevalier. but the teftimony of an European, who had 
reen 



O~{ THE PLAIl: OF TROY. 

reen one (pring reeking, ~nd tI.e other not, who had afc:.:rtaincd 

the differenc(;·of heat between the two, would be more fatisfac

tory rhan any teitimony upnn report. I dq not qudioll the faa, 

for the report was conftant, ftill as a report it cannot hav·c the 

weight of ocular demonftration. 

But abo\-'"e" all it is ftill neceflarv for (orne well informed tf,':-, 

vclJer, to examine on the 4)ot all the circum fiances which occur 

in the poems of Homer, to }Ioint out the true pofition of the <:iJ),< 

itfelf, and this fhould be done, not by a curfory furvcy as Ollr3 ne

ccffarily was, but by a refidence of fome ~ays at Bunarbalhi; on 

this fubjetl there frill remains much for examination, for thougb 

the fountains of the Scamander, ;nd the high. ground to fouth caft 

do lufficicntJ.r lead us to general conc\ufions, it is highly pollible 

that the eye of a judicious obfe-rver would trace out fomething more 

fpecifically true than has hitherto betn obtained; but for t~s 

purpofe more time is certainly requifite than it was pt)ffiblc for us 

to beftow upon ,he difcovery. 

I now fubmit thefe remarks to the candoll' of the reader, who 

will, I truft~ fo far allow the motive for publi(atioo, as he feels 

the ncceffity of cl.. ... nlparing evidence to arrive at truth. 

FIN I S. 

a'" '. - -
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Page 7, Lin~ 18, for JEfopus, rtad iE(t"pu". 

9, - 4, after figur"r, dele I. 

'7 , - 18, for mind, read minds. 
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s 1, - 4, for place) r&ad [}Jute. 




