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PREFACE. 

T I-IE work now offered to the public is the refult 

of feveral years application, during the author's 

relaxation from his profeffional duties, and the 

avocation of his leifure hours. 

An account of the tranfactions at the court of 

Delhi during an interefting and eventful period, 

and the incidents and occurrences which have 

luarked the decline of power of the race of Timoor 

under the turbulent reign' of the i~l-fated Shah­

AuIum, (in all probability the laft o~ that family 

c 
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,vho "rill fit on the throne of Hindoftaun) cannot, 

it is prefumed, fail to prove acceptable to a Britifh 

reader. 

i\. long refidence in India has afforded the author 

frequent opportunities of acquiring luuch local in· 

formation; and moil of the geographical rcnlarks 

were obtained by him on the fpot, while on a fur­

vey, ordered by the Bengal government, through 

th~ Doo Ab· llnd adj~tent countries in 1793-4-; 

and on a fimilnr occaGon through the province ()f 

Rohilcund in 1795-6. 

The perufal of the fevetal Pcrfian manufetipts 

named in the Appendix, and particulatly the Shah 

Auhint Nameh, (a hiftory of the teign of the pre­

ltnt king) WTittel'l by GlW'btum Ali, a 'learned 
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native, afforded the author ample n1aterials for re­

lating fuch tranfaetions as took place within the 

authority and influence of the court at Delhi: and 

to his friends, on various occafions, he is llappy to 

acknowledge his grateful obligations. 

To Major Charles Reynolds, furveyor-general 

of the BOlubay cftablifhment, Mr. Johnfione of 

Lucknow, ~1ajor Kirkpatrick, Colonel Palmer , 

and Captain Salkeld, of the Bengal eftablithment, 

he begs leave to offer his hearty acknowledgements 

for the readinefs with which they fupplied him with 

a variety of interefiing dOCUluents for the prefent 

work. 

Such are the luaterials fronlwhich the ·1-1ifiory of 

tlb~" : ,Reign of· Shah-A,uIuIn has been COlllpiled; 

confcious, that notwithfianding the pains and care 

whicQJW.ve b,eenbeftowed on it to attain perfeCtion, 

c 2 
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nunlcrous errors and inaccuracies Inay have crept 

in, the author trufts that the authenticity of the mat 4 

ter it contains, will, in a great meafure, counter­

balance its defeCts, and he therefore cheerfully 

delivers it to the public, with the diffidence natu· 

rally attendant on a fitft attempt in this arduous 

branch of literature. 

LONDDN, 

Bedford SJreet, Bedford S'luare, 

Afarcb IS, 1798. 
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HISTORY 

OP THE 

EMPEROR SHAH-AULUM. 

CHAP. I. 

A Narralivt if Ihr pn"dpal Occurrtnrtl and RtwiUlionJ or tIN 

Court if RARJEHANABAD from the R,igll if MAHMVD 

SHAH. 

IN tbe Jaftycar of the reign of Mahmud Shah (A. D. 1747) Abmud 

Shah-, tbe king of the AbdalJees, invaded Lahoor, which province he 

claimed by inheritance from Nadir Shah t. Mahmud Shah fent a 

'1arge army againft him under the command of hi. fon, Abmud Shah, 

_dec! by.me vizir Cummer-o'decn Cawn, and hi. {on, Mohim 

• Ahmud Shoh Doonnee, or AbdaIJce; _, (or Kh>g of ~) • 

.... .....,. nwIe .......... Nadir Sbob .... Mabmud Sbah. the """" _ to 
oil .... ......,;., 1,.. .... of the ri ... Attoc, b<fid<s the ......... of .... po. 

.~.1-!1""" -.. M-. .... CoI>a1 .......... &de, - ..... .. ...... ., ............. -
• 



2 HISTORY OF 
001 Moolk. The Abdallee was worfled, and obliged to fly to his 

own country. Cummer-o'deen being {lain in thJS war, hIs fon, 

}Vlohirn 001 MooIk, \'_.lS left Subahdar of the province of Lahoor, 

and the prince returned to Shahjehanab.ld. On hIS arrival at Panne:!­

putt"', he recei' ed the nc-ws of his father'& death, and immediately 

caufed himfdf to be prochumed kmg. He conferred the vizar'Jt 

on Mumur Allee Cawn, the fubahdar of Owd, who confiituted 

Gazooddcen Cawn, buxey of the empIre. The new king bemg 

arrivell at tbe city, gave himfelf up to his pleafures, leaving the 

affairs of flate to his vizir, who ruled with abfolute authority. The 

nobles, jealous of his power, and difpleafed with his adm~mfiration, 

formed a confpiracy againfi him, and refolvcd to raife Intezamo 

Do-wla t to the vizarut. The king, who had great caufe to be 

pffended at the condua of his minifier towards hIm, jOll1cd in the 

defign. The vizir difcovering the fiorm which was brewing agaillft 

him, determined to evade it by depofing the king. He accordingly 

fllrrounded the palace fuddenly with an armed force; but not being 

able immediately to effeCt his atteml)t, Gazooddeen Cawn, who was 

the leader of thl' oppofition, and had already levied a confiderablc 

forcc, haQ tune to come to the king's refclIe. A war enfued, in 

which, after various fuccefs, the VIZlr was at length worfled, and 

retired into the country of the Jauts, who were his friends. Inte .. 

zam 0' Dowla was now created vlzir ,in the room of Munfur Allee 

Cawn, and dreading, perhaps, the growing influence of Gazooddeen 

• Forty-two core, or 85 miles, from Shahjehanabad. 

t The youngeR fon of Cummer-o'deen Cawn, and uncle, by the mother's !idel to. 

Goizooddeen Cawn. 

I 



SHAH-AULU!\1. 3 

Cawn, perfuaded the king to accept of the medIation of the Jauts 

in favour of Munfur Allee Cawn, who fued for pardon. ThIS was 

accordingly granted him, and a khillut, or drefs of honour, \Hth a 

ihookka *, or letter under the pnvy feal, pardoning his pail: offences, 

and confirming him in his fubafhip, was fent to him from the king. 

Gazooddeen Cawn refenting that the king fhould take fuch a fiep 

wIthout his concurrence or know ledge, and at a time when he '\\ a~ 

near reaping the fruit& of his fuccdfes, exaCperated at the ViZlf for 

hI~ mgr.ltItude, and with the Jauts for having interfered, reCoIved 

llpon revenge. Leaving the purCult of Munfur Allee Cawn, he 

invaded the country of the Jauts, and lubdued them mtire1ye}.ccpt­

jng only a firong fortrefs which they poffcffed in the borders of the 

countryadpcent to Acbarabad. As he had no artillery wIth him, 

and the place could not be taken wIthout it, unkf& by famine, Abdul 

Mejeed Cawn, one of his officers, was dIfpatched to Shahjeh.mabad 

to rcquefi that the royal artIllery might be fent 111m; but the vizir 

refufed to part with it, and ihut up all the bullocks and dephants 

within the wal1~ of the palace, to prevent their bemg fClzed by force, 

which was actually intended. Illcenfcd as G.l.zooddeen Cawn was 

at this affront, he was not yet in a fufficient cctpacity to rerent it.­

Malhar Row, a Marhatta chIef, bCl11g at that time in the country 01' 
the Rajepoots, '\\ here he had been employed 10 reducing theIr RajJh 

Jeyling, Gazooddeen Cawn invited him to his ailifiance; whKh the 

Marhatta inllantly complied wah, being (befides the advantages 

which mull naturally aClfue to thc Marhatta power from thefe dlVi­

~ons) ihongly urged to take the part of Gazooddeen Cawn, from 

• When fent by any of the princes, it 15 called Rukaa. 
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the hatred which he bore to the Jauts, who had {lain his fon. He 
accordingly joined Gazooddcen Cawn with his forces; and a {olemn 

treaty was made between them, Malhar Row (\\Iearing to regard 

Gazooddeen Cawn a!) his fon, and the latter to look upon the Ma­
rhatta as hIS fJthcr. Every thing bemg concerted between them, 

they b~gan thcH march towards the capital, and were met in the way 

by the king and vlzir, who gave them battle, and were defeated. 

The conquerors proceeded to the city, whither the king and the 

vizlf had retired, and had fhut them(dves within the walls of the 

pJ.lale '" ith a few followers, their Ltl1, but poor, refourcc. The 

chief officers of the city, whom Gazooddeen Cawn's good fortune 

had made his friends, readily obeyed an order from him to furround 

the palace till Ills arrival, when he commanded the wretched kiQg 

to be deprived of his fight, and imprifoned together with his 

minifier. A prince of the name of Azeezooddeen, being the next 

in defcent of the lace of Timur, was taken out of the palace, and 

proclaimed king by the title of Aulumgheer the Second, Gazooddeen 

Cawn aifuming the vizarut. This- h.q,pened about the month of 

November 1755. 

The new vizir being thoroughly efiabliihed in his authority, 

Malhar Row returned to his own country, leaving Junkoojee, one 

of his generals, and a confiderable part of his army, to prevent frelli 

inCurreCtions, and to collett the revenues affigned as a recompence 

for his late Cervices. 

The kmg, who wa-s raifed to the throne only as an inftrument of 

Gazooddeen Cawn's ambition, was kept by him in a fiate of the;, 
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moft flavith dependance, being furrounded by the vizir's creatures, 

and not allowed to flir out without his leave. In order to extricate 

himfe1f from fuch a confinement, he privately wrote to the AbdalIee, 

defiring him to come to his affiftance. InVItations were fent him at 

the fame time by Munfur Allee Cawn, thC' Jaut&, and the Ro­

h111as. The Abdallee readily cmbraced an occafion that promifed 

him fuch evident advantages. An aCCldent happencd at the fame 

time that greatly favoured the enterprize. Mohim 001 Moolk, the 

fubahci<ir of Lahoor, received a fall from his horfe in hunting, 

which put an end to hi~ life. His begum, a lady of great fpirit, 

had interefi enough amongft the chiefs of the province to procure 

their nomination of her to tbe fubahdarrce in the place of her de­

,"eafed hufband. 

The affairs of the empire were in this fiate, when the Abdallee 

invaded it. The Marhattas were mailers of the greateil part of Hin­

dofiaun; a nominal king fat on the throne; the adminiitration was 

ufurped by a man who derived hi~ influence and eilablifllment en­

tirely from a foreign power; the chiefs of the empire had already 

declared their refolution of joining the invader.; and Lahoor, the 

key of Hindofiaun, was governed by a woman. 

The Abdallee having marched as far as Lahoor, fummoned the 

ptincefs to furl'ender; and upon her rcfufal, befieged the place.­

After a very gallant defence, he at length became ma1ter of the city 

and of the prmcefs's perf on , whom he treated with great refped, 

beftowed the higheft encomiums on her valour and conduct, as well 

as on the virtues of her latO hufuand.i and adopting her formally as 
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his daughter, confirmed her in the fubahdarrce, He left however a 

naib with a fmall force at the city, and proceeded towards Shahje. 

hanabad. The vizir, unable to eope with fueh an adverfary, went 

out with the king and all the nobles, and met the Abdallee at Pan. 

neeputt, from ",hence he \\ a~ conduded in great flate to Shahje­

hanabad. 

As foon as he had entered the city, letters ,,,ere difpatched to all 

the fiates of the empire; and the vackcc1s refiding at the court were 

all fummoned to pay obedience to the King of Kings, and to deliver 

a tribute fuitable to the income of each feveral province. An obeyed 

the fummons excepting the Jauts, againft whom he refoIved to turn 

his arms. Before he left the city, he removed Gazooddeen Cawn 

flOm the vizarut; and leaving the king the choice of his own 

minifiers, that prince confiituted his eldefl: fon, Aallee Gowher, 

naib of the empire, a poft equa] in power to the vizarut, but differ­

mg in the name, in refped to the quality of the po1Te1Tor. 

Leaving a garrifon for the defence of the city, and officers to 

collect: the revenues, the Abdallee marched out againft the Jauts, 

who were wdl prepared for his reception. In two engagements 

(probably hot general) the Jauts had the better. Gazooddeen Ca"wn, 

who attended the carr p under a guard of NaiTuckchees. reprefented 

to the Abdallee, that if he would entruft him with the command of 

the van of his army, he would anfwer with his life for the fucce1s. 

It is not related \\ hat arguments were ufed to perfuade the AbdalJce 

to accept of a propofal feemingly fo chimerical and dangerous. It 

is {aid he confented; and Gazoodde~n Cawn leading the army, at .. 
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tacked the Jauts with fuccefs equal to his promifes. It is certain 

that they were entirely defeated, and obliged to filUt themfelves up 
within the wall~ of their fortref~, and to fue for pcace; which, upon 

their fubmiiIion, and the payment of a lalge fum of money, wa:a 

granted. 1~he Abdal1ee, plcafcd \\ ith the br,wcry and conduCt of 

Gazooddeen Cawn, refoIved to re\\lard his fervices by reftoring 

hun to the vizarut, and wrote to the kmg hIs intentlOn, re­

quiring him to comply with it. The king unwilling to dlfplacc 

his own fon for the fake of a man whom he luted ,md fe.ll'cd, 

remonftratl:d .lgainfl fuch a procecdmg. 'fo remonftrate \va& all he 

could do; but his haughty patron difdaining an apFCJrancc of op­

pofition to his wIll, immediately rent his NafTud,dllC& to 1eize 

and bring before him the four fOIlS of the king •. 1I.d lclzmg the 

(ullumdaun * from Allee Gowher, gave it to Gazooddcn Cawn. The 

princes remained with him in the hand& of the }\;affuckchces. 

About this time news arrived, that the king of Balkh hJd mVdded 

the territories of the Abrlallee. 'fhi!:. obliged him to return homf'. 

Leaving thcH:fore Ncjceb Cawn, the Rolulla, "ho by h1s recom­

mendation had been appointed buxey of the Empire, wlth the 

charge of coIlt:tting 1115 revenues, he departed with his army, and 

an immenfc treafurc, the fruits of his great fuccefie~. He had no 

fooner paifcd the frontier of Hindoflaun, than Gazooddeen Cawn, 

who now became as abfolute as before, of his own authority dif. 

{pived the office of collector, which the Abdallee had conferred on 

Nfjeeb Cawn, and deprived him likewife of the buxey-ghceree, 

whic4 pofi: he conferred on Ahmud Cawn of the Bungeih race. 

• The ftandilh, the bacjge of the vi7.fu'ut. 
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Nejeeb Cawll, upon tllls quitted the court, and retired· tQhis 

govt:rnmcllt at Seharunpore. 

The three youngdl: fons of AulIumghcer, who were enlarged upon 

the Abdallcc's departure, returned to the royal palace: but .Ililee 

Cowher * not chufing to put himfelf in the power of his profeffed 

enemy, fled to Jedger, his jagheer, and raifed forces to defend him­

felf againfr any attempts upon his perfon. The vizir entreated him, 

with profcfiions of the grcatefr attachment, to return; and the 

king was compelled to fet his hand to the fame invitation; but 

without effeCt. At length the vizir folemnly fwearing upon the 

Koran, to attempt nothing againfi his life and perfon, he fub­

mitted and carne back to the city. A houfe without the walls of 

th0 palace was allotted him for his prefent refidence; and the vizir 

frequently folicitcd him to go and dwell in the palace with his 

father and the refr of the royal family. But the prince, know­

ing that the vizir fought only to get him into his power, evaded 

the fnare by various pretences. This artifice failing, the vizir 

had recourfe tu violence, and one morning by day break the prince 

fuddenly found himfdf furrounded by an armed force. With the 

few attendants and guards which were about his perfon he .ftO'Od 

upun his ddence, and repulfed the firfi: attacks; after which <the 

a tTail ants 1urruunded the palace, waiting either freih . oliders , , or 

fuccour from the vizir. The prince feeing no hopes but in tlight, 

found means to gain over Mehdee Coollee Cawn, who:guarded;-dne 

of the avenues to his palace; and fighting his waYlthloughthe,ether . 
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gardst _de his e(cape out of the city. Eetal Rn, .. M,amatta 
general, lay encamped on the oppotite banks of the riv~ Jummi. 
To him the 'prince Bed· for protellion, and was kindly r«cive«t, 
Ectal Row fwearing by the water of the Ganges l\()t to ~y biai, 
or deliver him up to the vizir. 

The Mar~ continued faithful to hiJ engttgements; and l* .. 

witManding the r~pcated folicitation$ of the vi~ir, Jttltt the prmre 
in his camp Dve 01 UX months~ 

At length, f.earing ,either a rupture w,ith the ,,;$;', or that he might 

attempt toO [urprife the priD~ whiUl he retJlained (0 nc:ar, he perfua.ded 
him to return to ledger. The Pfioce law tIle neceffity of lakinl 
fu.ch a ftcp, aJld confented. He wai ac~ordingly conduded by a 

Shong ¢k~rt (rmn the Me.rhatt~ to that c~uatry. Here he continued 
a few lJU)Rth,; but not judgiJJg bimfe1f fafe in {uch a fituation, he 

accepted of an invi~lltion (roro N~jeeb Cawh, and repaired to him 

at Sehaurunpore. Nejeeb C.wn allc>tted him a montllly income of 
5C~ rupees for IUs e~es; aa4 treated him with all the rcfpeCt 
whidJ his birth, 4tld the fimilarity o~ their fol1unC6, naturally db 

wnded uow. biro. He had Il~Drgot the injury which he fuffe-red 
~ ~ C .. wn; .ad thought he had. now a {avou)';ible 

;~ -t() reflllt it. He &ccordQtgJy fent ~rs to'Sey.e.d Dot. 0.. ~ ,""'m.\tt CaWJl, DODn_ Caw", and the other 1.0-
'lila .dmfi~, '. ~IS90~jmul. the chief of the Jaut4~ aad 6ujaa 
if' ..... ,1 Jp..iDg ,... tc j$)m him in redreffing the dlu(e of tl)c 

m;.d .. -' a,pd fMlriP&' ., kinS {rota the tyranny of the vjZH-, 
.... ..,. PI .1M MaJ .... ,~ 'them t.8 Odne cupgjng in 

c 
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{o dangerous a {cherne. Ri&'ufirated in his defigns t and unable to 

maintain the prince any longer, or to proted: him agamfi the visir, 

who was aC1:ually preparing to fend a Marhatta army agamft him, 

Neje~b CaWn perfuaded hIm to feck for refuge with the nabob Shu­

jan 0 Dowla. In confequence of this advice, the prince, after a 

twe1vemonth's refidence with Nejeeb Cawn, took leave of him, and 

marchtd \\ ith a flendcr train 'to Lucnow. He was received by Shu­

jaa 0 Dowla with the greatefi honours, and prefented with elephants, 

horfes, tents, and all manner of neceffaries fuitable to Ins fiate, with 

a prefent (a nezeranna) of 3 lacks of rupees. The power of the. 

vizir was too firmly eftabh1hed, and the Marhatta name too formi­

dable, to admlt of the nabob's affifiing the prince openly, unfup­

ported as he mufi be by any other power. To entertain hIm at his 

court could anfwer no end, and mufi neceffnrily draw upon hitnfelf 

the refentment of the vizir. All the fervice he could afford him 

was to fupport him pnvatcly, and wait a fitter opportunity to at!: 

more publickly III hIs lavour. The beft expedient, therefore, that 

immediately occurred, and which promifed the fureft fuccers, was 

to attempt the conquefi....af ..Bengal. All appearances -concurred to 

favour fuch a defign. The province of Bahar belonged to himfa-s 

the lawful Subahdar, a prefcriptive right of the' eldefi fnt¥"ef' tne 
king. Jaffer Allee Cawn, the Stlbahdar of Bengal, '~~'ll~al 
governor of the three provltlces of Bengal, Bahar, and ()ri««, , had 

been ralfed to that dIgnity by the affifiance of the EtlgUOl, tw fho{e 

ihfluence alone be continued to 'Pbffefs it. Hi, (g~nt Was 
generally dHliked. His bebavrcmrhad dtawn~_ Nit hlitreti'oi 

the greateft part of the country. His JematdaC"S,. moft of whom 

were oo.ce his equals, could !'lot brook the :«ifi'ance with 'Whi~b~tiey 



w~re'now treated, and were equally obncxious to him from the tittle 

refpett which they put on in their behaviour to him. The Sc:tpoys, 

a nUn'lerous rabble, were in arrears even from the pay due to thenl 

in the time of Serajah Dowla: the Zemindars of both provinces 

were ready for a revolt whenever they could do it \'\lith fafery; and 

bad already appeared m arms agamfi the Nabob in that of Bahar, . 
the revenues of which ,,,cre infufficient to defray its own current 

expcnces. With thefe advantages a more po\wrfu) argument yet 

concurred, which was, the name of the prince, and the veneration 

which the perfon of the heir apparent of the empire naturally drew 

from the fubjOCts of fo defpotic a ftate; ami which was now 

heightened by his diftreifes. The conqueft of thofe provinces being 

thus enfured, would facilitate the attainment of hi5 grand object. 

the freedom of his father, and the fecunty of hls own right to the 

fueceffion, by the acquifition of fo great a revenue, the increaie of 

hi$ force. and the influence this fueeefs would give to his name. 

Every thing being concerted for effeding tlm, cnterprife, Shujaa 
\ 

Dowla affifl'ed him with a party of his own foret's under the com-

mand of. his kinfman, Mahmud Coolly Cawn, the Subahdar of 

Allahabad. The prince folemnly fwore to befiow the vizarut upon 

•• a;.{)owla~ whenever he came to the throne, as a reward for his 

Iqfllt¥;, ~d departed. 

~'irowanij the c.tluuon of the year 1758, the prince eroff'ed the 

~a. iIt~'1 anQ, entered the province of Bahar; where he was 

~ .ti~ the ~ <Jf ilkltar from the Zemindaree of Benarcs 

c 2 
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Coon joined by a number of malecontents, and the difbanded Sea­

poys of Jafier Allee Cawn. The (uccefs of his tirfl attempt is tot) 

well known to need a particular relation. Repulfed in his attacks 

upon the city of Patna, and not daring to fiand the approach of 

('t'bnd Clive, whofe name, and the rapidity with which he marched 

to meet the prince, already feemed to denounce his certain defeat. 

he retired with precipitation back to the province of Allahabad; 

whither it was deemed, in the then-unfettled fituation of the Na­

bob's affairs, imprudent to follow him, as a rupture in th.at cafe 

muft unavoidably have enfued with Shujaa Dowla. After this dif .. 

appointment, he made a propofal of throwing himfdf upon the 

protection of the Englifh; which was rejected. He therefore re­

mained at Mukkunpoor, on the borders of the province of Alla­

habad, forfaken by moil: of his followers, and waiting, without 

any determined plan, for what a better fortune ihould throw in his 

way. 

\Vhilft the prince was purfuing his projects in Bengal, a fiorm 

broke (rut which threatened to overwhelm his ancient friend and pro­

tector, Nejeeb Cawn, againft 'v hom the vizir rent Junkoojee, the 

Marhatta general, with a large force. At the fame time Dettajee 

Toppul, another Marhatta chief, was detached againft Lahoor, which 

he reduced, and dron the Abdallee's Naib out of the country.­

Nejeeb Cawn finding himfelf incapable of any long oppolltion 

againfi fo formidahle an enemy 1 called his old allies, Bujaa Dowb, 

and the Rohilla chiefs, to his aiflfhmce j and at the fame time [0-

licited the Abdallee to return i who was likewife invited by < the 

other leaders of the 1ame party. 
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Before his allies could join him, the Marhattas had entered his 

country. He met them, and gained fome inconfiderable advantages 

~ver them, fuffic.ient however to gain time till he was ftrcngthened 

by the jl.mdion of his friends, who were already on their march 

towards him. J unkoojee, fearing left his enemies {hould he too 

powerful for him, and hearing of the arrival of the A blLdlc:e at 

Lahoor, fent advice to the vizir of his fituation, and dehu:d him 

to come to his afiiftance. The vizir replied, that he was unable to 

obey the fummons, having no forces with him fufIlcient ~o be of 

any fervice, nor mQney to levy others. Junkoojee unmcdiatcly fent 

him five lacks, with which the vizir now a1fcmLlcJ 1\1& people to­

gether, and prepared to take the field. 

Fearing to leave the king behind him at the city, and fufpeding 

that he had leagued with his enemies, and indellded to reRorc Inte­

Z<lmo Dowla in his abfence, he defired the king to accompany him 

on the eXpeditlOn, which he refufed; and the vizir in confequencc 

refolved to rid himfelf at once of his fears by putting him to death. 

This bloody refolution bemg taken, he affected to be fatisfied with 

the king's excufes, marched out of the city, and encamped a few 

c;ofe beyond it; where he waited the e:xccution of his plot, which 

was effeded in the following manner: 

Ballaba~row, an emi1liuy of the vizir, went to the king, and in­

formed him that a fakeer of great ianc1ity had taken lip his quarters 

at the tower of Feroz Shah; and partly by pcrfuafion, and partly by 

£orf~ c~!Iie~ the deluded king to fec him, clnd in the \\ ay caufed 

him to be murdered. The viZll- having thus accomplithed his exe-

1 
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crable ddign, oroered the palace to be plundered. and the {ons and 

lclatiom of the deceafed monarch to be [hipped of all their jewels, 

\\ Inch \\ en. converted into money for his urgent ncceffities. Mehdee 

Collce Cawn and ('oja Buffcnt were left with the charge of the kena, 

(If fort. The former, by the direCtions of his mafier, took a 

gr,mdfon of Cambukfh, theyoungefi fon of Aurcngrecb, out of the 

palace, and plOc1aimed Ium king, by the name of Shahjehan the 

Second. 

The vlzir now proceeded to\\ards J unkoojcc, and joined him about 

the tIme time tIn.t Nejech Cawn's RollllJa dllic~ were arrived to his 

afiifbnce; and Nejeeb CIWll reached the bordt'rs of Nejceb Cawn\ 

country, \\ here he met \\-ith a detachment of Marhattas that had 

been rent round to cut ofF the {upplies of provifions coming to the 

Rohtlla camp, and put them to the rout. After this he propofed 

an accommodation between the LOntcnoing parties; and a negotiation 

enfueo, \\ hich he contrived to protraCt till the Abdallee were ad­

vanced as near as P,umeeputt, \\-hen the vizir was obliged to march 

back with preCipitatIon to pre\'ent their fcizing the city; and Shuja 

Do\\ la, ,\ ho thought hi!> prefcncc no longu neccfIary, returned to 

hi~ pro\ incc. The vizir caufCd a ihong entrenchment to be thrown 

<lerof!> the roaD leading flOm Panneeputt to Shahjehanabad, and en-

(' <lmped behind it, wa1tlt\g the approach of the enemy. 1ft the 'mean 

tlme Dcttajce Toppul, whom the Abdallee had lately driven from 

1,ahoor, was defadu;d with part of the army to obttrud the enemy's 

march, and fell in With the van, comm,mdcG by Jehan Cawn, by 

whom he was att<lcked, and his al'my routed., ~imf(!lf lJeing fiain'in ; 

the flight. Jehan Cawn continued hib march" whilfi the AbdaU~., I 
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quitting the direc1 road by the advice of Nejecb Cawn, turned off to 

the left, in order to favour the junction of the Rohilla:;" who were 

hafiening to him through the defile!> of Cuonjpood. Then pafling 

by tIle vizir, lIe fuddenly arrived at the capital, of which he took 

poHdIiol1 without oppoiition. 

The vizir, intimidated by this uncxpeCled {hoke, dud\: not frand 

the enemy, but fled to Akb,uab,1(L The Abdallec leaving Yacoob 

Allee Cawn to command in the city, and to put ,1 fiop to tbe di[or­

der!> committed there by hit> people, purfucd the vizir and cut to 

piece& many of the Marhatta& and I\10gul troops in their flight.­

From Akbarabad the vizir fkd to the Jtluts, with wh~m he had 

made peace a little btforc the entrance of the Abdalke. The con­

q ucring army continued the pur[uit to that city, and, taking poiIdIiolJ, 

of it, halted there. The vizir and J unkoojce tent ,ld.vice& of the 

unhappy turn of their affairs to Maillar Row, .md entreated him to 

come to their relief; he inihntly obeyed the fmnmom, and marched 

to them. During this time the Abd,lllcc having recruIted hi!> peopl,<-', 

left Akbarabad, and ad vane,cd tOWaI ds the enern y, \\- ho <-kelined 

corning to action, and fhut themfelves \vithin a ihong fortrds be­

longing to d1e Jauts. 

NotwitiAanding the expected union of Malhar Row, the vizir 

faw that he fhould fiill be in little capacIty of withftandll1g the 

power of the Abdallec. He, therefore, {cnt a vat keel to the Ro­

hi~s to de fire their mediation with the Abdallcc for obtaming a 

p~~~;, and i£ they approved .of. the motion, that Hafiz Rahmut 

Cawn blight. corne and fettle the conditions.. The Rohiilas can .. \ 

2~ 
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fented, and fent Hafiz R;thmut Cawn to tlle vizir. The demands 

of the Abdallee \\-ere limited to two krore ~ of rupees. wB+ch 

the vizir confented to pay, offering to give thirty lacks upon the 
fpot, and affignments on the country for the remainder. At this 
interval lVlalhar Row arri\ed, and annulled the treaty. Hoth armies 

therefore prepared to renew the war. The vizir continued in the 

fortrefs, and the Marhattas marched out to meet the Abdallee.-... 

Malhar Row commanded the van of the former, Jehan Cawn led 

on the latter. They met the Marhattas, were defeated, and fled to 

~ypOll~, a country of Rajepoots, governed by Raja Jeyfing; the 
vl'zir followed. 

The ~afon being far advanced, and the Abdallees wed to a more 

ftOrthem climate. being unable to fuflain the revere heats which now 

~me on, the arm,. retumed to Annoo.p1hdlf~ a platle on the borden 

of Nejeeb C~wn·5 territories, and not far diftant from the capital, 

where quarters wue provided for them by Nejeeb Cawn, OD the 

nonh-eaft fide of the Jumna~ On their way they bdieged the fort 

of Sabitgher. and took it 

From Annoopihehr the Abdallee fent his Naffuckchces with1etters 

to Alice Gowher and Shuja Dowla, offering the throne to the {o.tmer, 
) 

and the vizarut to ~ ~tter. They arrived fuft ""jth S!wja Dowla, 

who l1lifmi«ed tbem ... ~ Ietteu !~ ~is o~I!Q~~ priac:a; F~ 
bim. t.o !eiac. o«:afion, and .-.., H~. ' 
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'This prince had, notwith{tanding his defeat laft year, thought , , 

himfelf in a capacity tills to renew his attempts upon the province 

of Bahar; and being invited by Camgar Cawn. the Zemindar of 

Mey. who had Lttcly efcaped from impnfonment, and other malc­

contents, advanced as far as Sa~, when he heard of his filthcr'1'I 
" 

tr'igical end. He immediately caured a throne to be made, and 

affumcd the imperial dignity, taking upon him the name of S~E­

Aulum. He ",rotc to all th" potentates of the empire, requiring 

them to acknO\dcdge hie; title j and rent a khil!ut for the vlzarut to 

Shuja DOVlla. That Nahob accepted of the honours conferred upon 
::..---

him, {truck coins in the name of SI1.lh-Aulum, and wrote to the 

Abdalkc and the RobilLlS in behalf of the new king. 

Soon after the NaiTuckchees arrived at the princes camp with the 

letters from the Abdallc.oe and Shuja Dowla. He retumed a [uitable 

anfwer to the former; and to the latter he replied. that after the re­

duction of Bahar and Bengal, he would retum to take poffeffion of 

the throne; but that he would never depart tin he had wiped off the 

difgrace which his honour had fuff'ered in thofe provinces. 

ShuJa Dowla. who waited only to learn the prince's refolutions, 
~ '(I'" J t 

as "loon as he had received- his anfwcr, left him to profccute his de-

'fi~~ ron Bengal, · and fet ouf with his forces for the camp of the 

~"bi!a~i:' wtio h;d fe'~t him repeatea fummons to attend him. As 

£oOf.' as he was':n;tr "');.hrtool'ihehr, tne Andallee {cnt forwards flis 

O'W'ft" vizir to meet him, and bring him in ftate to the camp; \\ here 

he was received as the .01"1t1(;" i1@~ 'ing ~ and prefented in per­

fon with a khillut for that purpo{e. 

D 
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Malhar Row, after his defeat, had written to B~lllajec, reprefenting 

the necefiity of hi& coming himfelf in perfon, or fcuding a large 

army to retrieve the Marh~tta power 10 Hmdofraun. Ballajee was 

then at wJ.r with Sattbut .Tung, the fubahdar of Deccan, whom he 

h.1fl reduced to great drl1ref!>. But upon the news of Malhar's ill 

iUlCCr~, he accepted of a compofition from Salabut Jung, who cedeul 

to him a coniiderablc part of the province of Aurungabad; and a. 

peace was concluded bet\\een them. 

Ballajce being now at liberty to purfue the war with greater vigor 

in Hindofiaun, raifed a vail: army of 100,000 men, and fent it 

under the command of hIs own fon, Biffwa1frow. His illegitimate 

brother, Shemfueer Bahader, Sedafhewrow, Ibraheem Cawn Gar­

dee, Antajee Mankefer, Appajee, Jeyajee, and Rogojee, were the 

principal men that attended BifTwafTrow. They proceeded direttly 

to the cOlmtry of the Jahts, and were met by the vizir, Malhar, and 

the Jauts, on the banks of the river Beea. The river Jumna, which 

lJ.Y between the hvo armies, being {-,veIled to a great height by the 

"lins, they were obliged on\ieach fide to remain inaCtive. 

During this interval Biffwaifrow propofed to the Abdallee a peace 

upon the fame conditions which were formerly made with Nadu 

Shah. The Abdallec rejected thefe offers'with difdain, and on his 

part demanded that the Marhattas, whom he reproachfully- fiilm the 

Zemindars -of Deccan, fuould fct'llm to their,own territories, -nor 

advance beyond the riiVer Nerbudda" which was to be'the boood!ltlJ' 

of their junfdiclion; that fhis'1)W6 po'We~·thou}d,extemilla&rf#tai 

P:mneeputt and Carnal: and that the revenueS of the empire fuoqtd 
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~ collected by the officers of the crown, who ihould duly pay, the 

Marhattas their chout; in the collection of \vhieh the Marhattas 

{hould- have no concern. As neither fide \vould recede from their 

own conditions, the negotiations had no other effect than to take iIP 

the time which they could not make ufe of to a better advantage. 

The city of Shahjehanabad was fiill in the hands of Yacoob 

Allee Cav.:n, the governor left in it by the Abdallee with only 2000 

men, of which about 500 were Abdal1ccs. BiiTwaffrow no fooner 

learnt the weak Hate of the garrifon, than he beficged the city, of 

which he foon became maHer, and difmiHcd Yacoob Allee Cawn, 

without allY other injury than fhipping him and his people of their 

effects. He was no fooncr mafier of the city, than he difpofTefiedJ 

all the officers appointed by the vizir, and tre<!ted him with· fa much 

neglect, that he left the army in difgufi, and encamped with a few! 

followers at Carna-pahrec, about two cofe from the Marhatta 

camp. 

It is probable that at this time they had entered intI) private en­

gagements with Shuja Dowla, to acknowledge him vizir. He 

arrived {hartly after at the camp of the Abdallee; who, by the ad­

vice.6f the Rohillas ({ent him to the Marhattas with frefh propofals 

of'peace; ail<'l the Jauts were defired to act as mediators. ,He was. 

reteived in thecharaCier of vizir, and with marks of friendiliip,by 

BiifwaffrQw; who''immediate1ydifmHfed Rajah DiIeer Sing, Gaz .. 

~d~ItCa.wn's vackeel,: ,.from his'prefenee and from thecamp.~' 

Ga~.?Cawn ,hemg"'ithus rej~d:td·hy all parties, and deprived 

'D' ~ 
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of all hopes of redrefs, retired into the couhtry of the Jauts, who 

afforded 111m J. fubfifl:cnce. 

The particul.lrs of the negotiation carried on by Shuja Dowla are 

not '\-,ell known. Two month~ we;e confumed in various (on­

ft.r.:nces, wlthout any nearer profpect of peace. It appears, howe'rct, 

that he was not altogether Idle, from what paffed during thh. interval. 

Each of the powers that tided wlth the Abdallee were guided hy 

their own feparatc interefts. In one tlllng they all concurred, whIch 

was an univerfal enmity to G.lzooddcen Cnvn. Befides this, Shuja 

Dowla had other material pomts 111 vievv, the {ucce{b of the caufe in 

whkh he had engaged \Hth the pnnce Allee Gowher, and his own 

confirmation in the vizamt. Gazooddeen Cawn was already re­

moved. The prince's title was publidy acknowledged by the Ab­

dallee: nothing was wanting to eftablilh his authority but the con­

currence of the Marhattas. To obtain this feems to have been the 

bunnefs of Shuja Dowla'5 private conferences with the Marhattas. 

The refuIt wa~, that Blffwaf1row declared Allee Gowher king, and 

placed his fon on the koorfee '*, a!l regent of the empire, during his 

father's abfence. One condition on '" hich this appointment \vas 

made, was a prefent of five lacks to BI!fwaffrow, for which the 

mother of the young prince gave her je",els in pledge to the' Ma­

rhattas. This fiep could not but alarm the Abdallce, who WelS lll­

cenfed againfi Shuja Dowla as the promoter of it. Another cir­

cumfrance which happened prefently after, ferved to add to his 

fufpicion of Shuja Dowla. Coonjpoora is a ftrOllg fortified city 

belongll1g to the Rohillas, ntuated about reven dllYS journey fu'tt#: 

• 1\ cluiir ot !late. 
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north-weft of Shahjehanabad. Abdooffummut Ca:wn, the Phoj­

dar of Pannecputt, rdiLled here on the p.ut of the Abdallee, and 

Kootub Ca\\-n on that of the RohillJ.s. The Marhattas marched 

ag~inft this place, intending to bcfiege It, and were met by AbJoof­

fummut Cawn, and Koowb ('.1\\'n, '\"ho gave them bdtllr, but 

were defeated, and retreated to thc city. Thc M,llhatla-" \\ Jthollt 

allowing them time to recover from the effects of then defeat, en· 

tered the place by /torm, and put the garriion and inhabitants to the 
" 

fword, and became mailers of the city, wherein \vas fOund an im-

menfe booty. Th~ two chiefs ''.ere taken prifom·rs, and fent to 

Bii[waRrow, who flew Abd.ooffummut Cawn, and Imprifoned the 

Rohilla. The Abdallce no fooner heard of this 10Cs, than he flew 

mto the moft violent rage. The river which was frill very high, 

preventing him from attacking his enemies, he vented his refent .. 

mcnt on Shuja Dowla, whom he accufed as a trait()r and an incen .. 

diary, and commanded him to depart from hIs atmy. By the ill" 
tercelIion of the RohilIas, he wac, Coon prevailed upon to pardon and 

recall him J but a~ his tidelity \\ as fhll fufpeCl:cd, he would not [uf­

fer him to encamp wIthin his lines. The Ids of a place of fo 

much conCequence, and the mortificatIOn of fccmg his enemy carry 

on his fucceffes with impunity, determined him upon ill~mediatc 

revenge. He mounted IllS elephant, and rode dilectly into the 

river, refoi,··;d to dilcover if poffible fame part where it was ford­

able; but the water, .wherever he attempted a paifage, rofc higher 

that ... the elevated trunk of the elephant. Impatient of long~r d~l:aY"t 

hC;fo~m~.ied 11is army to follow hun, Oi\.nd puihing into, the midft 

of ~thc i\r,e.a,R'l,' ht; fW3,Ol over to t~~IRPpofite bank. His troops" 

animated by the example of then, lea~er, did the fame, and in a [C~· 
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hours the whole army \\ as, fafely landed on the C'thl"r fide of the 

nycr, v. ith '\ try little lof~, \\ hlCh fell clucfly to the {hart' of Shup 

Dc)\.,la. 

A<; [0011 as he had Janged Ill'> forces m 01 def, he m,trched without 

de1.1Y to the capItal, hopll1g to fuzL It beful':: the Marhatta~ could 

a..rnve to Its nItef; but he found It [0 YH:ll gdlnfoned, that, havmg 

no urtlllery, he was oblIged to dell/1 flOm the attempt, and turn his 

attention toV\lards BdTwaHio\\, "lw \\ .It> ad \ ,mung towards him. 

They met, and the Marh~tLl" ,\ c.:re d,j"e,ltcd. It docs not appear 

th.at this engagement W1S H')} den1i, c. Some account.; even make 

It telminare in favour of the Marhatt.l~; but tIm JS hardly,probable. 

Ft9m tillS period notlung of confc(luencc happened ull the beginnmg 

of January. Both armies contlllued In their encampment. The 

Abdallee at Schaleh, four <;ofe eaft of Pannecputt, and the Marhatt:t.s , 
at Segher. dofe to Panneeputt. About the month of December a 

reinforce~nt of 15,000 men joined the Abdallee, and the Marhat­
tas received a fypply of treafQrc, ~id to be thirtY"'Ifeven lacks, CQn­

ducted by an efcort of 8,000 men from Deccan. The Marhattas 

were now fo much inferior to the AbdalIee and his allies, tpat ~hey~ 

durtt not fhr irom their camp, but kept themfelve.s coq.fined witjlin; 

a .f1:rong entrenchment! whiIft the Abdctllee remained.. mafter 'Of t~ 
country round them, and cut off all their {uppl~~~ o£ Pl9tYifWAP, 

De1et~ Cawn RohilIa, t" ~'P~ar of ~qRPjsqR.ll-t~~~he faR~t;aJ. 
ot \\ hlCh ftill remamed in po~~,giQ\,~9J tr~ ~ar~,~'il}edj)~ 
that country, and facked,.all th~~vilJ;lfe~ ["PIt ~~l)C~. ~~ CRFIW) 
might receive any fupplie6; whiUl ather ~ments\oommitteA •. 
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like ravages in other parts; the Marhattas all the time lying inactive, 

nor daring to oppofe them. They were at length reduced to the 

greateft {heights; their provifion was wholly confumed, and the 

people and cattle daily wafting away by famine. In this difirefs, 

which every day rendered more deplor,tble, BIiTwaffrowaffrmbled 

the chiefs, and it was unanimoufly refolved to trufi to the ddpcrate 

hazard of a battle, rather than thm to perinI by hunger. Tl'is being 

determined on, the whole army marched out Qf the entrcnchm~ehts, 

and on the morning of the 14th of January advanced towards the 

enemy. They wert now wHhin two cofe of tht 'camp of the 

Abdallee, when he marched out to receive thenl. r '\Vhen both 

armies came in fight of each other, they cannonaded one another 

till towards noon, when they came to dore engagement with their 

battle-axe!. The nght was mall1taincd with great obftinacy, and 

various (uecefs, till towards the clore of the d~ty, when the :tdv..tn­

tage feemed to ue on the fide of the Marhatta~, who had penetrated 

even to the Abdallee's camp. At this jundmc, a body of F::tckeers 

10 the fervice of Shuja Dowla ruChed in amongil the foremol1 of the' 

Mat-hattas with fuch intrepidity and fllcce(~) as gave a turn to the 

b<.ttle. The Marhattas, unable to withftand fo Berte a confiU1': gave 

hack. The affilllants ptirfued their fuetef!:!, and foon alter the rdlit 

berame univerfal.' Many thoufands of the Marhattas were ft.tin1lrl 

the flg1'*, 'a.11~ in t'he pllrfuit, which was continued the next d.:ty; 
aud the refi:, difperfed about the country. were maffacred and plun. 

~~J by the ZetnitUiar~; ot ercaf~d"'a:fid joined by degrees their 

:tAt"tdthmander~!;~~&hlhtdt\ 11illatler, and Ibr,lhtb Ca\\n 

d~, '~th moft o(~t _: ib-~g' on foot, we're 1101111. She!q, 

d,dh~?l'dic i prihCip1if f101l&t 1Q1dder Bifi~aHrow, 'poifoncd hi., 
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,~~omcI1 to l,rc\ cnt thur f<llliflg into the hands of the conqueror, and 

fCtl w"'arJs )l\arnowl in the wad to Deccan. Bifi'\valfrow, Mal.. 

J1Jr Rt>w, JlIllkojc(', and other chicf& of note, arc f:tid to have been 

:lln,)ngil the flain; but thi::. i::. not certain. All accounts cot-lcur in 

lcprc{c.1ting the Abd,lI1cc's victory as complete. Shllja Dowla, to 

\\ hofe bravery and conduct the fuccefs was chiefly owing, w~s 

honuured hy the AbdJlJcc with mon fignal marks of his approba­

tIOn. That monarch embrJccJ 1111~ after the battle, fiiled him in 

form his fon, and c,mfed the VlctOl y to he proclaimed and regiftered 

in bis name. On the 16th of January, by the command of the 

\bJaUec, prop!!r' officers \\ ere fent by Shuj:l Dowla and Nejecb 

Cil\Vn to take poifeffion of the Marhatta Camp at Segher, and to 

take an account of the plunder, which was invaluable, confifring 

of the whole artillery, tents, elephants, horfes, camels, and other 

cattle and baggage, with it vail: treafure. 
; 

Naroo Sanker, the Marhatta governor of Shahjehanabad, fled the 

day after the action towards Akb.uabad, with all his effeCts and 
, " 
treafure; the lMter of which mufl: have been' very confiderable, as 

his ,governmLn~ had been a continuea feene of rapine -and extortion. 
It is {aid, that he was fropped in the way by order of Soorujmul , , 
the Jatlt, {tripped 'of;, ~11 his ill-gotten wealth, and left to pUrf~~hlS 

journey, in equal di{tr~(s ind'terror, to Akbarabad. Th~t*"t day, 

a det.hhmcnt fent by Shuja Dowla entered the city, and took paf .. 

f~mo:~ of the place"; ~nd jehan" CWrt"; the former SUhbdar; who 

had t:3.ined th~ a~d:ibfi5'~r' ~he people by his' ~rate antf -jui 
'adminiftration, wa~ eXJ,ett(d there lhorHy m tbt~~e capacfY':~'" 
the 16th, Mirza 'Baw'her/"'the tfob. of Aife~' GQW'her,;~. 

1 
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,~~~ended, by his court, to vifit the Abdallec, and congratulate him 

~n his victory. 

,It vdll be proper now to take :l 1110rt fi.;.etch of the affairs of Bell~ 

gal. The prince'a!fembled an immen(c army, d~(~ated Rajah Rf!m. 

marain; who then' commanded the forces of Jaffer Ally Cawn in 

Bah~r;)~utwas foon after attacked and worfled by the young.Nabob 

an4 Major Caillaud. By the ad vice of Camgar Cawn, he' fuddenly 

paffed by the young Nabob, and entered thcprovince of Bengal by 

the paffcs of the mountains j but was fo clofeIy purfued, that de­

{pairing of fuccef<>, he returned by the fame road, and without 

I,oling time laiddofe ficge to Patna, which was gallantly dcfemlcd 

by tl~e EnglWl garrifon, till the arrival of, Captain Knox with a 

detachment of Eur~pea?s and Seapoys, who relieved it. The prince 

imm<;!diately raifed the liege and retired to Tekarree, where he paf­

fed the rains. The young Nabob and Major Caillaud arrived foon 

after. Sometime wa~ fpent in ,the purfuit of Khaudim H uff'ein 

~awn,. Naib of Purnea, who had fided with the prj,nee. But the 

campaign was put an end t?/ooner than was intended by the fudden 

~eath ,of the young Nabob ~ho was firuck by lighteIling. The 

~fP9ps took up tqe~r quarters in Patna.' In the month of OCtober 

the.Nabob Jaffer Ally Cawn refigned his government to his fon-in-
'., 

l~w"Cofiim Ally C<iwn, and retired to Calcutta. 

After.,(he rains th,f; t\Vo armies again took the field. A treaty of 
.. '," \ , ' . .J ,.r"~ 4.' ': ',', , " .' :, " . , "' ; . ' . 

~~~~~Jet ,~n fo~t;t:'~'~~~\r-f~~kc offt~ro,ugh the meansof Cam~ar 
S:a~,;l,~~~ !~gth,~,aJy~~~~a~,~ ~h~ c9mmanded the Enghf,h 
(qr~J!~':rrup-shed:againft the;'p~ince, on the )t;th of January, and 
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attacked and beat him, taking M. Law and the French party pri­

foners. He purfued the prince very clofdy for fome days, till t~e 

latter found himfelf fo ftreightcned, that he ofiered to throw him!~lf 

upon the protectiOn of the EnglIi11, "hich ,\-vas accepted; and on 

the 8th of January he joined the Engliih camp, and proceeded with 

them to Patna. 

The province of Allahabad, including the dillriCl: of Corah, 

eRimatcd at the yearly -revenue of t\vcnty-two lacks of rupees, was 

affigned him in guarantee by the Comp,ll1Y; and, in addltIon, to 

render his efiabliihment fplendid, the Britifh governor, in behalf of 

the Company, agreed to pay into hIS majc:fi y'~ tlcafury the anrlual 

fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees from the revenu\es of Bengal.­

In return for thefe conceffions, Shah.AuIum directed a firmaun to be 

made out, conftituting the Englifh EaR-India Company perpetual 

Dcwaun of the rich and fertile provinces of Bengal, Bahar, apd 

Oriffa, affording a revenue of three millions fterling. 

The city of Allahabad was {elected for his maje.fry's reudcnce, 

where he kept his court in great {plend~ur. 

The provifion thus made for. Shah-Aulum was c¢rtainly ampie, 
and the terms dictated by a fpirit of confiftent liberality. 

Surrounded \ by his moft faithful fefvants, in the bofotn of his . . 
family, and under the generous fafeguard of the Britiili nati?n, had 
Shah-Auium properly a.ppreciated his utuatio1'\. he might no \dQu~t 

have paffed the remainder of ,his days in tr.anquiUity a~d comfwi 
2 



SHAH-AOLtJl\1. 

It would appear, however, that this prince's difp61ition and 

capacity has been imperfettly underfiood by his contemporaries.­

The early part of his life had been attivc and cntcrpri1ing; and hi" 

conduct in extricating himfelf from the violence of Gazooddccn 

exhibited a fpirit of great galtmtry and energy of mind. But 

weak, effeminate, and irrefolutc, he fuffercd himfclf to be whoIIy 

ruled by the will of others. Though apparently fati~fied in hib ex­

terior behaviour, Shah-AuIum, even from the moment of his fettlc­

ment at Allahabad, fighcu in ferret for the pleafures of the capital, 

and was ambitioUb of rc-a[Lenc.lll1g the throne of his al1Cefiors.l under 

this impreffion, he unhJPpily {uBered him{elf to be buoyed up by 

the promiees of the Marhatta chief", and by the unworthy advice 

of his own coun{ellors, who, big with the hope of ruling with un~ 

controlled [way, urged their fovc:reign to throw off this dependance 

on the Engliih, afTert his own rights, and march to Delhi. 

Accordingly, after an unquiet refidence of five years at Allahabad, 

the emperor ventured on an ill-judged ndh experiment, which proved 

a fource of incefTant misfortune to himfc1f and fa.mily; and which 

the woeful experience of twenty-fix years of anxiety, fonow, and 

trouble, has but too fatally dcmonfirated. 

Not, however, to anticipate the {eries of events detailed. in the 

foHowing volume, we proceed to relate the particular circumfiances 

Ut.ft gave rife to this extraordinary refolution of Shah-Aulum lit. 

~ a~ple details of the trFfaCl:ions, f~om the deceafe of Ma~rnud Shah u,ntU 
1765; have been ~iven by Colonel Dow and Captain Jonathan Scott, the author hat 

, ! "iI "i", I deemed It' e 19t"ble to treat of thore event'> With brevity. 

I: :2. 
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CHAP. II. 

SII.\l{~AULUl\l rtjiJes at ALLAHABAD-NcJEEB AL DOWLAH 

.It DELHI-SU(cinEi Account of the MARIlATTAs-The 

MA RHATT AS invite 'he King 10 return to DELHI-Negotr'a .. 

lions-King fits ollt-Arrival at DELHI. 

SHAH-AULUM, thus elIgibly fituated, in the hofom of his 

family, and furrounded by fome of his mofi faithful fervants, might 

now have fecured himfclf a fafe and honourable atylum for the re­

mainder of his days. But it was the misfortune of this prince to 

be fwayed by the counfe!s of defiguing perrous, who, on the king's 

return to his capital, forefaw a renewal of their own confequence, 

and an opportunity afforded for the gratification of their ambitious 

VIews. 

Buoyed up by the flattering profpeCl: of afcending the throne of 
Timour, and enjoying the luxury and fplendour of the capital, Shah .. 

Aulum was perfuaded to liften to the overtures which, about this 

time, were made him by the Marhatta nation. The power-'of ~is 

nation, though ilvwiy recovering from the effeCl:s of the fat&1 defeat 

at Panneeputt, was frill formidable. Their dominions, in 1770, 
were bounded on the weft by the country of the Rathore Rajpoots J 

~d to fouth weft, including the fertile provi11c¢ bi:Ouzerat,t ex .. 
_ I l: <, , ~', 

tended to the Indtan ocean. Their eaftcm coptin~ tOl/ched}~~~I~'" 

tremity 9£ Bahar and the Cuttack province, b01.JI1ded,on thit.J~y 

1 



SHAH-AULUM. 

the Soobanroeka *. On the north by the Chumbul, a large and 
majeftic nver which f}fcs in the centrical parts of the Rathore moun. 

tains, and, after traverfing fome of the moil: fertile parts of Hin .. 

doftaull, difcharges itfc1f into the Jumna on the confines of nll1de. 

Within this widely-extend'ed circuit were included the ancient 

kingdoms of Baglana and Beejapore, acquired by the valour of 

Sevajee, founder of the empIre, the provinces of BCl,U .md Bundel­

cund, Malwah, Cundcifh, and Guzurat. 

Poonah, a large and opulent. but unfortified, city. difiant 100 

miles north of Bombay, i~ the pident capital of the M;lrhatta 

nation. 

In the latter years of the reign of Shah Jehan, Setwajt!e. a noble 

Marhatta, who drew his lineage from the ancient fovcrcigns of 

Deccan, laId the foundation of his country'!:. grandeur. Through a 

feries of bold opftIations, attended by uncummun fucccf5, he baffled 

every attempt of the great Aurengzeeb to dep1<.:fs hiS power; and. 

durin~ the reign of that princ(.·, he enlarged dnd extended his ter: 

ritory.; and died in the plenitude of his power and fovereign 1v.ay 
ove!' fome of, the richeil: provinces in Deccan t. Hi!. fOIl and fuc­

ceifor, Sambajec. was weak and di[folutc ~ but Rajah 8.1hoo, the 

• A river which divides Bc-ngal from the Cuttaek province. 
'f< r I ~ 

t )n this btief detail of th~ Marhatta Hates, the author hJ~ principally followed the 

illte.:e.a
l 
in~ reports of the felec.\ committee of the hOllfc of commons on the firll: and 

<i , ", ~ i Iil 
fecono M\lrhatta wars. Mr. Orme's valuable hiftorical fragment6 have alfo been CCfn,. 

fu1tM~(.Inal~y. c 
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third of the [,lmily, enjoyed a long and fllccefsfu} reign. Undet 

his aufpices the MarlMtt:l leaders, ifiuillg from their ihong holds in 

the mountains, ddccndcd lt1to the plains of Hindofiaun 1 and by a 

fucccfiion of rapid and brillIant vidolie~, oven"hclmed the tottering 

fabllc of the IVlogul power, .1I1d fhook the throne of Timoor to its 

foundatlOns. 

On the death of S&hoo, the authOIity of Serajee's family nrft eX­

hibitt!d fymptoms of decline. The great lonh of the empire took 

advantage of the fituation of an infa.nt fovercign; and, affuming an 
independant authority, erected the famom office of Ptlijhwtlh, or 

DireCtor-general of the affairs of the empire: whlC.h, in time, em­

braced every department of the frJte, and totally ecl~pfed the in­
fluence of the royal family. 

Bajerow BJ.lajee, the flrft Pailhwah, was a man of great abilities. 

To the bravery of an intrepid [oldier and fldIfu] general, he added 

polmcal fJ.ga<..ity; and after a long and fuccefsflll admmifiration: 

had the Lingular good fortune to tranfmit his authority unimpaired I 

and his int1uence undim1flllhed t to his family and defcendants. 

A fuc('cffion of Paifhwahs after Bajerow continued- to dire-a: the 
dffajrs of the Marh~tta flate, until the middle of the prefent ;~tury. 

During this period the reprefentative of the royal >lini'JQf,,'<8eYajte; 
immured wit,qiq" the fortrefs of Sittarah, .exhibited o1l1y~ t~..\pageahC 

of a fovcreign. The idle ceremony of invefting ~ach fucceffivc 

Paifh""ah in his office, the only aCt of royalty whith he was·pct: 



mitted to exercife, ferved but to render him an objetl of pity and 

degradation in the eyes of the pril1lC1> of Hindoitaun. 

The great Jaghcerdars, or h<':I<.:dlt,llY Lndhvlders, among the 

Marhattas, potfeHed on their 0"", n dbtlS a Lllld of fovcrelgn au­

thority; and the term~ by 1,\ LH. h they ht:ld their domaills bore 

{hiking fimilarity to the ancient feudal fyficm of many C()UlltllL'S in 

Europe. 

In times of war, indct:d, ,\hcn the public exigencic:; of the flate 

required, thefe chjef~ WelL: obliged not Ollly to fumi{l, their quota 

tow:lId the genclal Hock, but alfo to appear in the field at the: head 

of their followers, to defend the greclt b .. mner of the empIre. When 

the time of that icrvice c:>.pin:d, they returned to their Jrrghecrs \\ hat 

they enjoyed in perpetuity, converting the reV(.l1Ue~ fokly to their 

own \lle. Nor w0uld- they, though frequently called upon by the 

P<\ilhw .. lh's milliiters, confent to any diminutlJll therein. 

Conf~ious of their own firength and internal JCfOUfCes, thefe 

4ardy chi~f!l \\ere faticfi.ed with paying a nominal allegiance to the 

<;oxpmanos of the P ..li1h wah; and as they incrcafcd in numbers be­

t;ame more d~ring, ull at length they threw off the yoke; and the 

epergy and ~~tivity whith the firft Paiihwahs had difpJayed ccafing t 

the Jagheerda.rs c:ftabliihed themfelves in indcpenuance of the court 

of .foonab. 

:r~&.,JQ far reduced the'influence of the PaiOlwah family as to 

give the Marhatt\ lltltion the appearance of a great military republi~, 



united. by g<7neral interef!l, .but ,d ivided and diitinCl: in th~ ()~ta~~" 
of its various executive' branches, in which iituation it re;~~i~sto 
the prefent day. At the period now commemorating, ¥ad~o'() 

Ro"v Ncrrain held the office of Paif1wy"ah at the court p£ P<;>omih. 

By an early application to blliincfs, he contrived to uphold)lis 
. . ; 

authority againfi: the intrig\lesof his numerous enemies, and !,to r~n-

del' his allthority rcfpeCted. 

On the other hand, three powerful families in. the .frate.were 

fectetly endeavouring to undermine the authority of the Paiihwah, 

and ereCt their OWllon its ruin. I. The family of. ~horifelah, 

rulers of the pr~win~e of Berar, which they held injaghire from . . 
'Rajah 8ahoo. 'Moodajee Bhonfc1ah at this. time;:;fuled ,over.that 

province, and is well known to. the Britilh nation. '. Alliedby.blood 

to the royal family of Sevajee, this chief was confidercd with, the 

highefl: tefpeCl: by the whole M.arhat~an~tion;; and having .efta:­

bliihed his authority on a found bafis, he is looked up to bY'J.all 

parties as a proper counterpoife to ,the influence and over~weenirtg' 
.. "., -.i' 

ambition .of :the court oCPoonah •. ,.~.:.Pi~lagee Guicawar,Qr~he, 

herdfman, whofe ancefroc-s :wre1!t:d,.fr~m"thc!. Mog~':lf~,rokS~r 
aU the couJ;1try at the feot;of t~~:)3aWtt~b~~tmb~t~s.;~~~d ~roni 

" ,,' , \ /. ,'( '. ,', ,~ ,~ " . '," /.,:.~~;f.. ,:~~;r;:')"1 :,' I'· ..... 

Ahu!-Iludabad ~ the capital,of,.,puzzerat,. :to : tQ.ejQr(,:~f:.~R.~a.un,oo... 
the co~t.·of Copka~.; .1:h.i.~:i~m~ly (whofe jaghir~1.;'~.::~J~:wife a 

\ . ,.:",' .':'~ • ":("i"~<'\~:"~' . 

grantft()~ ~.<ljah . B~~oo ) .... ~~#.~a~i~li~c~.}Vi~~i~~~,Bf1~i~ .. Sw-
vf!mme~~ i,a~t~ng:.~he.feCQ~;,;Ma~~tt~'~,f":':'~'3. ~~~~ lIQ}~r' 

~'::."' ..• ,~ "', :',.' , " , ::' _'~ ;.'. '. ", "". ~ .. :,>, '~ ; < ~" "''>/',?' "'" ,,",,,, ' ,'"'. .. 

and;"Madhai~e~ma~,>.wPGj9'~ty::J1ll,ar7d·.the.M:~W:~~·.Pfpv~:" 
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The Marhatta force when united might amount to 150,000 men, 

the major part of wlllrh being horfemcn, '\.-\ ere accuftomed to a de­

fultory and prcd,\tory mode of warf,uc, entirely ddl:itutc of fciCI1CC 

or difcipline, but formidable from thelr nllmbcr~ and cl1crgctlck 

method of attack. '1 he Madlattas then, as alrc.tdy remark. 

ed, haVing recovucd III a grl'.1t mcafure the f1lOck fufl.lined 

in their late defeat, n ppe.lll'd ready to renew their effort", and inter­

pore in the tranfJ.cl!om of the court of DeIhl. Three chieft. of note, 

Tookajee, SItH.it.lh, .1I1d Bl(tgll, had for fOlUe time pafi taken a 

favour,lblc pofition \\lth .'t Lugt tOile to the northward of the river 

Chumbul, in the" Icil1lt) of thl' to\\ n of Futt,lh Pore Nujccb Al 

Dowl.!, who had been placed .l.t the heJd of the adminifiration at 

Delhi, continued 111 that (itU.ltlOn with great credit to himfelf and 

benefit to the :frate. An able polItIcian, a. valorous foldier, ;:md 

pleaf'lOt and .dt:tbk 111 his manners and demeanour, he gamed the 

confidence of th(' Delhians, and hIS influence was found fufficient to 

uphold the royell authonty 111 tLe fmall portIOn of authority which it 

frill retamed. Nujeeb Al Dowla, who wa:; equally defirou') with 

the king)s fncnds for hi., majdly to return to Delhi, readily entered 

into the views of the Marhattas on that head. He had morcovt:r :t 

more forcible argument to infpire him with that refolution. The 

Jauts, who, notwithfianding theIr late difafier in the ]ofs of Sooruj 

Mull, their favourite chief, had made head again under his fon and 

{ucceffor, Jowaher Sing, and threatened Delhi with the horrors of a 

liege. In this critical fituation, the minifter entered into an alliance 

with the Marh<ltta leaders, and in concert with th(ffi, invited Shnh­

AllIum to return to hIS capital. The Marhattas who had an army 

confifiing of 30,000 horfe, if fincere in their profeffions of 

F 
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meliorating the king)s fituation, certainly poiTcffed the means, totally 

indcpendeLt uth(r of the BntIfh or any other natIOn in HindoHaun. 

But it cannot be denied that then chief ann in ul1ltmg wIth the mi ... 

niaer, and :l concurrence ,\ ith the king'il inclmations, were not die .. 

tated by d genclo11s regard for his interdh, but mtlrcly with a view 

to theIr Ov\ n aggraudifemcnt. 

TheyexpeCl:eu when Shah-AuIum, through their affiftance, fhould 

be cft:tblifhed at Ddhi, the ,,,hole management of aff.lirs ,,,ould be 

placed 111 their hands, and ,\ere determmcd that neIther Nujeeb Al 

Dowla nor any other mmifter i110uld poiTefs mfluence in the frate .. 

This intention, indeed, appe,lIcd mamfefi throughout the negocia­

tions; conformably to the charactenftlc policy of their nation, they 

infrructed their agent to announce to the king the reward they ex .. 

petted for their interference, in the prefent cntical fiate of affairs,. 

and made a previous, though fecret, fiipulation for a ceffion of the 

provinces of Corah and All<!hab'ld to be delivered over to them for ever. 

To thefe demands, however exorbitant, Shah-AuIum, impatient 

of his confinement at Allahabad. and eager to fet out on his in .. 

tended journey t yielded a ready afff'nt. Nujeeb Al Dowla, when he 

wrote at thi~ time to the king, recapitulated the drcumfiances that 

led to the prdent offers of the Marhatta leaders 1 and earnefUy pref. 

fed the neceffity of hl~ fpeedy appearance at the capital. U By 

" this fiep'" faid he, H the deftgns of your enemies will be fruf .. 

u trated, and the rebels punifhed; and I ihall have the :lingular 

u fatjsfacbon of feeing your majefty, befoIe I die, feated on the throne 

.. of your illuftrious anceftors, and reftored to imperial authority~ , 
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A few day<; after writing the above letter, this able minifter, at an 

advanced age, luving laboured under a complIcatIOn of dlfordcrs, 

expired, to the great detriment of the hlI1g ':, mtlreih, dnd the 

general regret of the mhabitants of Delhi, ,\ ho {hll continue to 

fpeak of his admmdlratlOl1 Ifi terms of refpedfuI gratltude. This 

occurrence, howevel unto\, ,uJ, m,lJe no alteratIOn in the pl,m 

laid down; on the contr,uy, the king appeared mOle eager than be­

fore to <.ommcnce IllS u.pedltion; and notwithftanding the hlutary 

adVIce of the EnglIih govetnmcnt, the lI1treatic& of the vizir, or the 

remon:ll::rances of fucll of hI.'> iL p",mb \, ho were attached to his real 

interefis, he perfificd mIll'> ddlgn. 

Previous to SIuh.AuIum's departure, his mllufier, Muneer Al 

Dowlah, who had already made two journeys into Deccan to concert 

meafures with the :rvlarhatta chiefs, was now for the IaIl: time fent 

by the king to Calcutta to demand the approbation of the Bnti!h 

government on his intended movement. But here he met "ith a 

pofitive refufal; convinced of the imprudence of thL fl-ep his majefiy 

was about to take, the council firongly remonfirated agaill1t it; 

they told Muneer Al Dowlah that the king was throwing away the 

fubftance to grafp a !had ow , and facrificing his folid and fubfrantial 

interefts to thf' vain and idle gratIfication of refiding in the imperial 

palace; they warned him againft the impolicy of placing confidence 

in ~the. Marhattas, the very people whofe perfidious conduCt and in­

tatiable ambition had already proved fo fatal to many of his auguft 

fafni~f.' They finally predided that the prefcnt meafure was equally 

dangerous and defiructiveto his real benefit, as It would undoubtedly 

hC1'eafter ,rove dlfi:refiillg to his recolleCtion. With thefe fend. 
F 2 
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ments, certainly honourable to them felves, the council of Calcutta 

difmiffed Muneer Al Dowlah. But though the Britiili government 

declmed to Gmtbon the king)~ departure from their protection, they 

permItted 111m to rctam ll1 his fervice fome pattallOns of Seapoys 

""hleh 11<1J lxen tramed and dl1c'lplmed after the EUlopean method, 

havlllt? fidl:, ho,,,e\cr, wlthdra,,,n their own officers. 'Vith thefe 

and Otllli <lids, partIcularly a large fupply from the vizir, and the 

exertIOns of the Mogul nobles, Shah-Aulum was enabled in the 

fpnng of I771 to afiemble an army of about 16,000 men. At his 

departure, Shuja Al Dc)\\-la, the vJzir, prefented a magnificent paifh. 

culh, or offenng, with four lacks of rupees in {pecie. He likewife, 

in concert WJth the commander in chief of the Britifh forces, ac~ 

companied his majefiy to the frontiers of the Corah province; when 

having again renewed their folIcitations to detain the king, but 

without e£fed, they took their Ieene. 

On the road, intellIgence was received of the death of Ahmud 

Khan Bungedb, the Nawaub of :Furookhabad: on which the army 

halted, and a meifage wa~ fent by the king's minifiers to the guar. 

dians of the infant Nawaub, Muzuffur jung, to demand the arrears-, 

due as paifhcuih to the royal treafury for fevcral years. 

This action, conliuering the unprotected flate of the young Na. 
waub, was conhdcred as oppreffive and unjufl:; but it was vehe .. 

mently defended by the minifters, on the principle of his majefiy's 

want of abIlity to enforce his right until the prefent period. 

HaEam Al Dowlah and other noblemen had a conference with 
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the guardians of the young NU'W.1uh; at which it was agreed that 

paifhcuili of four bck<> of lupce5 fhould he givcn on the palt of 

Muzuffur J llng j fOl 'A 1mb hl: was honoured by }w, nUJcil:y '\\ Ith 

a klllllut, and othel mal h of dJi1mCtlOnj and a p.ttUlt 'A .1<, dmBed 

to be iifued from tht.. ch.:l.l1ccry oflicc, confirmmg hun Nu\\ Hlb of 

the difl:nct. 

The periodical r:uns being now fet in, the kmg ordered his army 

to c,mton at N.lbb(e Gunjc, .l town tlmty mIle!> weft of Furooka­

bad, and in the lllgh road to Delhi. At tIm place Aillmt Row, a 

Marhatta vakeel, waIted tLe arrival of the lOyal army. He was 

charged with the following plvpofitlOm for the kmg'& confideratlOll : 

I. That whatever babnlc of Chou! * '\\clS due from the crown to 

the P:ufhwah family finee the tIme of Mahmud Shah, fhould Le 

faithfully (hfchargcd. That whatever plunder might be acquired 

during the Wdr fhould be equally dlVidc.d between the Marhattas and 

the Mogul troops. 

2. That on the king's arrival at Delhi, the Marhatta leader!> fivlUld 

be confirmed 111 the poifeffion of their refpective jagheers: and, 

finally, for the purpo(e of carrymg on the war againfi the Jauts and 

others, the {~lm of five lacks of rupees iliould be imme.diatelyad. 

vanc.ed from the king's treafury. 

'" The Chout is the tribute itnpofed by the Marhattas upon every part of Hindoftaun 

that came under their authority fince their firft lnuptlOn&. It fignifici one. fourth part 

()f the net revenue of any fiate or province. 
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There pl'Opof.1Is, at a time when his majdly v\ M fo near his 
capital, caufed lum extreme dlfgui1:. He perceIved too \Yell the 
arrogant {pmt by \v l11ch the. y \'\ elC dIctated; but confcious of his 

own inJ.bllIty to refii1: or evade the fullen tompltJllce, he acquiefced 

In the demand. The v,lku..l ,\a~ glJClOUfly received; and a few 

days after the N.lwaub Mujuo Al Do,dd ,md fcveral of the nobi1ity 

arnved In the camp flOm Delhi, to vdlt and congratulate 1m majefiy 

on his approach. They brought \vlth tbem fwm the Marhatta 

chiefs a variety of comy rrcfcnt~; and many foldlu~ of fortune and 

adventurers hn lI1g jOll1ld tht: royal {hnd,u d, the court n.hlblted a 

gay and fplemhd appearance. 

The arrival of the Marhatta chiefs enhanced the general fatisfac­

tiOI1; and 011 a day appomted, Smdl'lh, Holk,u, and Blefaj('e, were 

introduced into the king's prefencc, and received with marks of 

difiinguiihed refpeCt. 

Every thing being now fettled, the army continued its march; 

and on the 25th of December, 1771, Shah-Aulum made his entry 

into the capital with much pomp and f plendour. and amidft the 
acdamatiom of all ranks of people. 
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CHAP. III. 

Procredings tlltl/njl ZAlllTA KHAN-The MARH \T rAS nJid'-' to 

divide tbe Pltmdu - N U J U J I KII AN lIi /J/c~b };rn uo -lIe 

9l1mrc/r 'lNth tic MARlIATTAs-lhr Dd,.tt-P,/110nf'd­

[filio'! 0/ COR"I.H dlld ALLI\IlI\DAD to th, lVIARHATTAS­

SIlUJA AI. DOWLA 1JhllrltS ag'llljf the 1YIARHA1.'IAS­

MARHI\TTAS }L/IIC to DI CCAN. 

THE firfi objeCt to whI(h Sh.lh.Aulul11 directed his attention 

after a few days repor", was thc puntfhmcllt of Zabita Khan, fon 

to the late mmdler, NUJceb Al Do\\ lah. At the time of his father's 

deat11, tlw; nobleman refided at Sdl'lUrunpol~. the capital of the 

provl11cc of the fame n.LlW.'. 

This province, fituated in the upper parts of l.ht' Dooab *, in the 

vicimtyof the Sewa/·ick hIlls, m the latItude of 28-29. N. long. 

77. 50. W. and about 70 miles Eafi of Delhi, was the jagheer 

bcfiowed upon Nejeeb Al Dowlah, as a reward for the many fervlces 

tendered by hIm to the fiate. It commences under the Sewahck 

hills, and is bounded on the north by the fortrefs of Ghofe Ghur, 

eaft by Sakertaul on tpe Ganges; weft by the Purganndh of Seam .. 

~! and fouth by the town of Meerut. The tOll is fertlle andi 

.. "he country lymg betwh.t:the riv.ers Ganges. and Jumna, 

z. 
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l~urious, producing grain. ftlgarcane, and tobacco, in the grcateft 

abundance: and until mjured by the varIOUS interual commotions 

which occurred dunng the tUl buknt reigns of Aurengzeeb'& fuc­

ceffors, it "" as citce-meo one of the moit fel tIle parts of the empire. 

Zablta Khan, not equally inclmed to {upport the royal cau{e as 

hIS father had been, deemed the confufld fi .. lte of the kmg's affairs 

a fit opportlllllty to facIlItate Ius 0\\ n ambIt 10m. views; and {carce 

had hIs father expired, \"hen he applIed hlIufelf to rading hoopS, 

who \"ere dueHy Afghaum of hb own tI!lK, and In fortIfymg the 

fhong holds 111 his lhfinCt. Among thde "as the poft of Sakertaul, 

fituated fifty mIles from the C.1Pltcll, on the wefiern bank of the 

Ganges. ThiS place was felcCl.l d by Z.lbIta Kha.n a& the moft 

eligible to make an advantagcom fianJ. He threw up thong en ... 

trenchments j and havmg a1Icmbkd a numerous body of veteran 

Rohl11as, refoIved to \\3Jt the attack of the royal army, now on the 

\\ay to pumfh IllS rlbdlion. 

The klilg commanded in perCon, and under him \"as the Nawaub 

MIrza 1\illjuff Khan, v. ho began about this time to be notIced with 

marks of particular regard by hIS majefiy, which was the foundatiQn 

of hl& future power. The lVlalhatta forces were Cent on as an ad­

vance guard, and the kmg and Nujuff Khan followed with the re­

mainder of the troops. 

Intelligence of the approach <1£ the royal army being conveY~~/fo 

Zabita Khan, he thought It better, by makmg a fpirited e.ffQ~:to 

overcome his enemies in the :field, than waiting behind his en~ .. 



SHAH -AU LUl\L 

ments. He accordingly advanced a few miles in front of l~i's Camp, 

and offered battle to the king's troops. The contdl: was bloody, 

and for fome time doubtful; the rebel chiefs, Sadl!t Khan and Syud 

Khan, led on their troops with great fpirit; but the fonner being 

unfortunately flain by a cannon ball, the RohilJas, difpirited at. that 

event, began to give way. Zabita Khan perceiving the diftti1cr, 

ordered a retreat, and was foon compelled to leave the field of battlC' 

with precipitation. The Marhatta hor{e, advancing with great ra. 

pidity, commenced the purfuit of the flying enemy on alllldcs, and 

entering the camp along with the fugitives, they foon got poffeffion 

of it, which rendered their victory complete. In the c<!mp they 

found a fine park of artillery, together with an imrnenfe plunder of 

money, frores, ~nd valuable effects of every kind; and the whole' 

of the family of Zabita Khan were made prifoners. '. 

This fidl dray augured favorahly for the fuccefs of his majefiy'& 
arms; but the avarice exhibited by the Marhattas in the moment 

of viCtory caufed great difcontents among the king's troops, 

and laid the feeds of internal djfcord and animotity. Notwithfiand­

ing the ftipulationsalready recorded, which were .entered into at 

Nubbee Gunj, the Marhattas appropriated the greateft part of the 

{poi! t.~n on this occation to their own u{e. They fecurcd the 

whole of the treafure, amounting to. a krore of rupees, without 

,ofiering to make. the {malleft difiribution with their gallant col~ 

J~S¥es. "The king, i~cenfed at this conduCt, complained of it 

r~:M~th to thtMarhatta leaders, but without effed. :;Re found 

ft~"Iit)fluence too 'great' to be ret· alide, and.·therefor~ "dil~' 
M~;jtF~t,the MoguliWbitity;,.ne,urHhed aJef!r"'~~~~' ag~(t" 

G 
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them, which they reCoIved to Ifnake manifeft on the iirft opportunity 

that was aftorded them. 

MeanwhIle the army advanced, and took poffeffion of Sehaurun­

pore, together with other thong pIctees in the neIghbourhood; fo 

that, e}..ccpting the fort of Ghofe Ghur, the whole of the provmce 

acknowiedged the kmg's authorIty. The family of Zablta Khan, 

who had been taken in his camp, were by order of Shah-Aulum fet 

at lIberty, and fent with a thong ercort to the fort of Ghofc Ghur, it 

being an inviolable maxim throughout Hmdofiaun, and in general 

mofi religioufly obferved, to refped the honour of the Haram *. 

Having appointed a perCon to command in Sehaurunpore, and 

fettled the affairs of the province, Shah-Aulum returned with the 

army to Delhi. 

The conduct of the Marhatta chief~ in refufing to make a fair 

difiribution of the fpoil acquired by the late vidory, made a <leep 

impreffion on the mind of Shah-Aulum. The prefence of perfons 

,,,ho had infulted his authority was ukfome to him; and, in on!er 

to be releafed from the refiraint which they impofed, he rcquefied 

them to malch their forces againfi the Jauts, who had agam alfcm .. 
bled m arms under the ~mmand of their chief, Rajah Nuwil Sing. 

The ~Iarhattas obey~d the order, and departed J but h~ I;lOt, seen 
gone many days, when the king received authentic info~ation that 

they were in league with the rebel. Z~bita Khan, who, l\1¥i c,ajqle~ 

• The Haram lignifies any females of the family, whatever may be their rank 0.­

condition. 
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them into his views, and were actuaUy on the point of concluding 

a treaty with that nobleman. 

Shah-AuIum, determined to make one effort to deftroy their in­

iquit'bus cabals, afkcd ad~ice from Nujuff Khan. He propofed to 

augment the Mogul army, ~ll1d to raife new levies with all pofiible 

expedition. The king, who knew his ability, and 'was convinced 

of his attachment, relied entirely on his exertions; and to give proof 

of his conildrncc, he publicly bcftowed on him the office of Pay .. 
mafter General of his forces. 

Nujuff Khan in a 1l1Ort time atTembled a confiderable body of 

troops; and to animate their zeal on the oecafion, he declared it was 

for the {ole purpofe of protecting the perum of his majcfty againft 

the infolent menaces of the Marhattu chiefs. 

Thefe precautions were fufficiently jufiified by the condufi of the 

Marhattas, who, on their arrival in the: country qf the Jauts, infiead 

of l'rofecuting the war, were employed in fettnng the tC'rms of a 

treaty with Zabita Khan. On the arrival of that chief in their 

camp, it was ftipulated that, on his advancing a large fum of money, 

they would return to Delhi, and on their arrival, in concert with 

him, infift'= only on a pardon for his offences, but the invcfriture 

of the office of Amcer Al Omrah *, which his father had enjoyed. 

Conformably to this agreement they firuck their tents, and marched 

t~, Delhi. When arrived in the neighbourhood- of that city, 

., Cllicf J dw nOOility, . aft o(fice of the .higheR. rank in Hindoftaun. 

G 2 
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they rent a metfenger to hisoJmajefty to require his compliance with 

the demands aforementioned; but Shah-Aulum relying on the atw 

tachment of the Mogul troops, and the fidelity of Nujuff Khan, 

aff'umed a bolder tone, and difmiiTcd the meffengcr with a pofitive 

refufal. 

~1eanwhile the minifier by the king's order led out his troops to 

battle. He took poil: near the monument of a Mabomedan devotee 

without the walls of the city, orpofite the gate called A jmere. His 

army \\ as well appointed, having a numerous artillery commanded 

by a French officer. The Marhattas, who outnumbered their op­

poncntt>, were confident of fucccfs, and the attack commenced with 

great fury on both fides, but an accident which happened to Nujuff 

Khan, by the blowing up of an ammunition waggon, and which 

caufed a confiderab1e 10fs among hi~ tlOOPS, turned the fortune of 

the day in favour of the enemy, and with great difficuly the mi­

nifter was enabled to draw off a part of his army under fhelter of a 

flight entrenchment. thrown up in hafle by the French commandant 

of artillery. The Marhattas difliking to attack the entrenchment, 

fuddenly wheeled off and attacked the gate of the city which was 

near them, hoping to carry it; but Huffam Al Dowlah, who was 

ftationed ill that place, repul fed them with great intrepidity, till 

finding they could not effeCt their purpofe, they fuddenly withdrew 

their army t and retired to a fmall difiance from the city. 

From the i1fue of the preceding day, the king faw too plainly~fte 

could not hope to prolong the conteft j and, at a confultation·JWkiltl 

he held with his Mogul officers, ~hey with re1U:Ct<U}ce advifed him 
1. 
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to accommodate matters with the enemy, and a negociation 

accordingly comme-nLed. The Marhatta& were again invited to 

court, whither they repalfed tbe enfuing morning, accompanied by 

Zabita h han, who was p,mloncd, and moreover gratified with a 

khilIut, lcmfiatcu 111 hIs government of Schaurunpore, and 

finally, appointeJ to the long-expeCted oHiec of Amcf.r Al Omr.lh. 

It ha& been judged by m,ll1Y th.lt thefe c.oncdliom fo degrading to 

the king, \\cre not wholly occ..lfiol1cd by hl~ in,ll)llity to refiit, but 

partly frolLi thc Intliguc~ of Hufid.m Al Dowbh, who, though he 

had behaved ga.lla.ntly III the late attack, was kno\\n to be In the 

intercfi of the Marhattas. Their tliumph was now (oI11plete j 

and to efiabhfh it in. the eyes Qf all Hmdofiaun, thq 'liked and 

ohtained from his majcfiy j1nnuds * for the province of Corah and 

Allahabad, which had by a folemn ucatyalready been granted to 

the Engldh. 

Though Shah~Aulum acceded to this degradation with indigna­

tion and difgufi, ngld ImpartIalIty demands that to his own weak­

nefs, effemmacy, and indolence, be afcnbtd the real caufes of 

his difgrace. HIs total want of energy 111 judging for himfelf, 

made him .llways a ready and eafy prey to the dcfign~ of the infl)­

lent or ambItious. HuifJm Al Dowla, who had long been the 

perfonal enemy of Nujuff Khan, took this opportunity of per{ecut­

iug that nobleman to the utrnofr. Supported by the Marhatta chiefs, 

he publidy accufcd Nujuff Khan as the fole advifer of the late per­

nicious meafurcs in effecting a breach betwixt his majefry and his 

faithful adherents the Marhattas, and, that OWIng to his councils, the 

.. A gran~. 
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affailS of the 11ate had fallen jpto diforder; he in{ifit'd therefore on 

his immeui,lte e>.eclltion. The king, though ''veIl convinced of 

the attad1tnent of Nujuff Khan, wa~ incap.lblc of afYoH..1Ing him 

any protectIOn at the prefent junCture; being clltlldj at the dlfpofal 

of the tliumph<1I1t l':llty, he would thucfOlC haH' f.tlkn <l vdilln to 

the malICe' of his ('ncmIC~, had not Il1s own refolutc fpllit rd<-lIeu 

him. 

\Vhcn the aforementIoned ncgociation commenced, Nujuff Khan, 

who forcfaw the gathering {tonn, had rct\led prudently to his own 

palace; there, animated by a generous 1l1(hgn<ltion at the un ,vorthy 

treatment he had rccci vcd, he collected hib friends and dependants 

around him, and thde to the number of 3,000, determined with 

their lord to ihare Ills fortunes. Infiigated by Hufiam Al Dowla, 

the Marhatta forces were ordered to aiTauh N ujuff Khan in his 

palace; the affair began to \"car a very ferious afpeCl:, as from the 

known bravery of the general, he could not be taken without a 

defperate refifiam .. 'C and much bloodfhed. ThIs, however, was 

prevented by the interference of Trojakc:c Holkar j admiring the in­

trepidity of Nujuff Khan, and aihamed of the part his country­

men were aCting, thi~ generous thief offered his mediation, which 

was accepted, and Nujuff Khan directed to repair to court in order 

to receive his pardon. Accordmgly, ihll attended by his faithfw 

adherents. who refufed to quit him, he repaired to the imperial 

palace, where he was graclOufly received by his majefty, honoured 

with a kbillut, and appointed to the command of the army. For 

this Iail favour. be was indebted more to the COlDplrXton of alfain 

than the inclinations of his enemies. 

J 
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During the late commotions wjthin the province of Delhi, others 

of a '!Vcry ferious nature had arifen from an oppotite quarter. The 

Rohillas were on the eve of a memorable contefi, in which the in­

terefts of the V lZlr Shuja Dowla~ as hkewlfe thofe of the king, were 

matenally ll1volved. The Marhattas, who durmg the two preceding 

years had commItted every fpedes of \ io]cnce and opprcfiion, laying 

waile the countne& through 'II; l11ch they p,dlcd, and infulting the 

inhabitctnts. had. among othel pllcrs, made IrruptIOns m(o the nne 

province of Rohilcund, and by a balbarow. fpecies of warfue in 

defiroying the product" of the country, cAClted m that warlIke tube 

a juft mdlgnation. Not btlI1g of thcmfelves fufficlcntly numerous 

to refifi the enemy, they apphed to the VILir for affifian(c, \\ ho, in 

(.oncurrcnce with the (omm,mder-in-chief of the Blltlih forces, 

<otgreed to unite and expel the lllV.ldClS. Haf1L Rdlllll1ut Khan, 

duef of the tribe, on this occahon, formu.i d tlC.lty \\-!th the vizir 

.md the Engllfu, in which he agreed. 1\1 rLt.Irn for the ailiihnce 

offered, to pay at the end of the 'War the fum of forty lacks of rupees 

to the vizlCr. In thde tran(tctIons, ~h"h-AuILim Iud fecrctly born 

a con1iderab1e part. Pe~djng the tlCdty, he l},lJ rllv,ltdy confulted 

with the agents of the VIZlf, 3nd had m()lCOHf infoIIned the Britilh 

government * it was now as much illS c.undl ddile to be nd of the 

thraldom m whIch he was kept by the Marh,lttas, a~ he had before 

been partIal to them. He addul, Ilh WI fe, that every exertion 

{hould be made on hIS part to cmmtclact theIr defigns by confiantly 

giving intimation of theIr intended movement.'>. 

In-1tiomocquence of th~fe engagements, the forces of Shuj.l Al 

• Sec feleCt reports, pojJim. 
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Do\da, accompanied by the Engltfh brigades, joined the Rohilla 

;urllY, "ho \\erc fiationed on the flOnticrs. PI('VIOUS to tlm, event, 

a very Luge 1\1cuhatta army commanded by Holkar and Beef,lge 

hali croffed the Ganges, and laJd "aile grc.lt part of the country; 

they \\ u e ho\" e\ <:1 l(xm 1 cpulkd and dn ven o.lck acrof~ the n vcr 

With the utmo11: prCClplt<ltlOn. The remall1der of the Marhatta 

army undLr Sll1lklh, attended by NU.Juff Klun, ,,,ho, as already 

mentIOned, had h(,(11 runi1.lted 111 11l~ d.ppollltment, no\\ arnved, l'ut 

findl11g the III fu(cef" of thelf ai1oClatc~, and obfc1vmg the counte­

nance of the Bntlfh troop", the) held a confultdtlOl1 upon their fu­

ture operation<; FlT1dmg the iltuatlOll of a.ffills hofble to thea 

\ le\\", and kno\\ mg the hmg's mmd was now entlJdy e11:ranged 

from them, they refoh ed for the prcfent to return to Deccan, de. 

t(rmmed to renew their ambJtIOu~ f('hemes as opportllnIty fhould 

offer. Agreedbl} to thiS refolve, Smdluh and Holkar fir11:, and 

Bet:ljee aftent, aids, \\ Ithdrnv their refpcebve troop~, and takmg 

the route to J) pore, qUitted Hmdofiauu. NUJuff Khan returned to 

Dellu \\ lth the l\1:ogul troop5. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Admr"lliJlrat/on q[ NUJUFF KHAN-COllqll~jl.f r'n !be JAUT Corm!ly 

-RlIjJtllre bet'lC'I'.x'f SIIU] '\ AL DOWLA and til£' ROIIILLAS­

Reriu!:I/()!1 ~l ROllI LC U ND-Dtjcnj>iioll '?f tbdt CnmtlY­

])calb r:/ SIIU]A DowL!I-/1ccoun! 0/ tbe DUDE F,l/7UI.y. 

THE retreat of the Marhattas afforded Shah-Aulum the highefl: 

f.ltisfadion: freed from the vexations occafioned by their infolcnt 

demeanour, he hoped he 1houlJ once more be enabled to maintain 

hi!' authority in the flate, and bring his aft:lirs into a better train.­

He was refolved to place his whole confidence all Min'.:! Nujuff 
Khan, who in every refpect was well qualified for the important 

trui1:. High fpirited, anl1 an attive, equally a valiant commander, 

as of courteous and obliging manners, he conciliated the cHcem of 

everyone; and by his unremitting attLntlO1l to bufine[", he pre(crved 

regularity, and rdlored order throughout every department. 

The king, to give public proof of his opinion of this noblcman:~ 

attachment, thought proper, as a preliminary fiep, to difmifs his 

rival, Haffilt"Y\ Al Dowlah, fr~m1 all his employments. His majeil:y 

had long beheld the predilection \vhich that minifter had entertained' 

for the Marhattas, \\·ho(e intereils he had dared to prefer to thofe of 

his lawful fovercign; and refolved to puniih him for his prefump­

tion. He was degraded from his nobility, and all his efiatcs C011-

nfcated.to the royal treafury. His appointments were conferred on 

H 
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Nujuff Khan, who was at the fame time created Captain General 

of the forces of the empire, and dignified with other tales *. 

The trcafuH.s takcn from H,\!fam Al Dowla, V\ hleh had been 

am,l!f(.d by oppleiIive means, affOldcd a fund fuffiClcnt to clllfwer 

the expenees of a war wlth the Jauts, \\> ho, during the late dl{putes 

at court, had agam m.tde head, and \\-ere excltmg fIdh ddlurbances 

in order to emband.f& the kmg's government. 

About this time, Mujud Al Dowla, a nobleman of confidcrablc 

eminence, was appomted to the office of Dewaun t: and the kmg, 

to encourage hlb army, callfed It to be figmfied to the troops that the 

plunder acqUlred dunng the mtended c)..peditlOn, fhould be dIvided 

amongfi them. 

The country of the ],lUts, fo frequently mentioned, is fituated on 

bnth fides of the nVCl Jumna, and comprehends a tract of ISO mIles 

in length, by ,1bout 60 111 breadth. It extends from the vlcll1ity of 

Gwahor, ,1 large tower 60 mIle& wdh\ard of Agrah, to the {lurts 

of the capital; and contams wltlun Its limits many ihong fortrc1fes 

and othlf holds. Tow,uds the clore of the reign of Aurengzeeb, 

this {Ingular tnbe firft attIacted nOW.e. Emlgratmg from a remote 

• His titles at Irngth were, Khan Slpahi Slllar HindoHaun, Ruf'!:um Al Dowla, 

Rufiuml Hmd" Zultllar Al Do~h, Mm.a NUJuff Khan Bl.hadur, Ghalib Jung.-.~ 

In J.<;ngh{h thus: 

Leader of the armies of Hmdofiaun, Splendour of the State, Ruftum of India, 

Sword of the Empire, Mirza NUJuff Khan victorious in battle. 

t Collector of the revenues. 
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fpot on the banks of the Indus, in the lower parts of the Moultall 

province, and accufromed to the humble occupations of hufhandrYt 

they were allowed to fettle thcmfclves pc,lceably in their plefcnt JC­

fiJence. In the courfe of ."l few years becoming numerous, they 

ventured to atLlLk the C<U,lvans proceeding to Delhi \\ ith fupplies for 

the lOY,lI ,1lmy; ,md luv1I1~ met \\ lth unc}..pccted (uccd;; on their 

111'11 ,lttcmpts, at length became (0 formiJ,lbic ,15 to require the pre­

fence of thc lmpen,ll tlOop~ to over,lWC them. 

Their future progref~ '\\',lS ll1conceivably rapid j and amid the civil 

wars carried on by Aurungzeeb's fucccfion, the Jaut~ found means 

to (ecUle a large portIOn of country to thcmiCIvcs, In which they 

built forts, and accumulated grc,lt v. eaIth. TheIr natural propenlity 

to }Jlunder, which accompallleJ thcm 111 their emigration, has com­

municated ltfclf to their poftenty, and they arc fhll ,1 moft notoriolls 

and daring banditti. 

Chura Mun, one of their firfi chiefs, was an intrepid foldier, and 

remarkably fortunate in his encounters \\ith th!:' imperial troops, who 

were frequently compelled to retire with precipitation before this 

daring tribe. In later times, Suruj Mull, who fell in an ::unbuf­

cade a few year lince, was one of the moil: refpectable of their 

leaders. He, in 1756, having been dignified with the title of Ra­

jah, or Prince, kept his court with great fplcndour. But with hIS 

death their power, in a great meafure, expIred. HIS clddl: fon, 

Nuwil Smg, who now commanded the tnbe, was not equal to con­

tend with the ability of Nujuff Khan; but bemg a man of great 

perfollal courage, he determined to rilk the iiIue,; and for this pur-

H ~ 
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pofe, betides augmenting his army, he had fortified in the frrongefl: 

manner the towns of Deig, Bullum Ghur) and other places within 

his jurifdlCtion. 

Zulficar Al Dowla having received hi.) illfrruCtions from the king, 

put his tlOOpS in motlOn, and marched towards the Jauts. In his 

way he reduced feveral refractory Zemindars, whom the late dif. 

turbance~ at court had tempted to revolt from their allegiance. On 

thefe he impofed heavy fines, and by this means enriched his trea­

fury to a confiderable amount. In the mean time the Jaut Rajah 

heanng of the fuccefs of the cJptain general, was fearful he might 

make an attack upon the fort of Deig, one of Ius frrongefr holds, 

which, if fuccef~fu], would undoubtedly put an end to the war, and 

prove utter deftruClion to his affairs. To prevent this, he refolved 

to hazard an aCtion; and, agreeably to his determination, threw 

himfelf in the way of the royal army. A iharp engagement en­

fued; but Nujuff Khan's good fortune prevallmg, the Jaut Rajah 

was totally defe,lted, and compelled t'J quit the field of battle with 

very few of hi!> foldiers. He took refuge in the fort of Deig, which 

he refol vcd to defend to the laft extremity. 

The plunder of Nuwil Sing's camp, which was immenfe, pre"" 

vented an immedlatl purfuit:' aud Nujuff Khan, elate with his 

victory, fent an account of it to Delhi without delay. The news 

of fuccefs, fo important, was received at COllrt with the highcft 

fatisfatl:ion; and rewards and honours were conferred on the captaiQ. 

general and his army by the king's exprefs command. He lent the! 

general a letter of thanks, written with his own hand, and re~Gnt"'! 
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mended a vigorous purfuit of the enemy, which it was hoped 

would bring the contefi to a fpeedy and favourable iiTue. From 

the field of battle, Nujuff Khan led the army to Agrah, which 

place he invefied on all fides; but not h,wing a fufficient train of 

artillery, he was compelled to turn the fiege into a blockade, which, 

indeed, is the more genera] method adopted by the armle5 of Hin­

doilaun. 

During the fiege, he fent detachments to different parts of the 

furrounding country, by which means, fcveral of the refraCtory 

Zemindars were indu(.cd to fubmit themfdves to the king's au­

thority. 

About this time, the Vizir Shuja Al Dowla, advanced into the 

Doo Ab with a confiderable army. That prince, whofe am­

bition was great, deeming the retreat of the Marhatt,ls f~lVourable 

to his defigns, re!olvcd to appropnate fome of their poffefiions to 

bis own ufe. He accordingly laId fif"ge to Etawah, a city on the 

frontiers, from whence he expelled the Marhattas, and placed a 

garrifon therein on his own part. From Eta\Vah he pWl"'ceded to 

Agrah, then befieged by NujufF Khan, \\thom he affiih:d wah an 

increafe of force, and icvcral fine cannon, \\ hllh enabled the cap­

tain genet:!} to carryon the fiege with vIgour. The garnfon, threat­

ened by a dearth of provifions, were, wlthGut difficulty, pcrfuaded to 

capitulate, and accordingly delivered up the fort and it!> dependen­

cies to Nujuff Khan. A mcHenger W.l!> immediately dlfpatched, 

to.the1oapital with the important intelligence, and carried with himl 

the keys of the fort to be laid at his majefty's feet. 
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Shuja Al DO\d,l at the fame time fent Illuj Khan 11is favourite, 

to wait on the klllg, and, in hi& name, compliment hllll on the late 

fuccdTes. But th,lt nobleman was charged with a fcuet commiiIion 

of a more Important nature. It Wd.S to engage the king's confent 

to the dciigm \\ hich he now medit,ltcd againfi the Rohillas, and, 

in the event of conqudl, to p,utiClpate with his m.ljefiy m fharing 

the country between them. The jealollfy with which the vizir haa{ 

long beheld the Rohilla power, and hIS aLum ,It the cxtenfion of 

their mfluence, fo contiguous to his own dominions, determined 

him, though contrary to finel jufiice and found policy, to quarrtI 

with that nation; and, that a pretext might not be wanting in his 

favour, he urged the infraction of the late treaty, and complained 

loudly of the treacherous conduct of the Rohillas in delaying pay­

ment of the fiipulated fum. 

The violation of a treaty made under fuch circumfrances, and by 

which the Rohillac; had certainly received material affifiance in the 

cxpulfton of the invaders of their country, cannot indeed be jufiified 

by any prin<..iple of common hondlT' though at the fame time the 

inordinate ambitIOn of the vizir, and his cnterprizing fpirit, were 

grounds of alarm, fufficicnt to perfllade the Rohilla Sirdars to coun­

teract anel curb it by any means within their power. 

Illuj Khan, on his arrival at court, conflllted with Mujud Al Dowla 

on the foregoing points; and, as he brought a large fum of money 

WIth him, he found lcfs difficulty in fucceeding in his object. A 

fecret treaty was at length formed, by which the vizir bound himfelf 

not only to defray the expem:es of the war, but, at its conclutton, 

1 
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his majefiy fhould participate in tlle difinbution of the plunder as 

well as a {hare In the conquered province, 01, If rnore agreeable, 

helve an equal proportion of country mOle contiguous to Delhi. On 

the part of the king, he was to fend the army under Nujuff Kh,m 

to the afIifiancc of the VIZIr, who was preparIng, 111 concert with the 

BntIfh forces, to take the field. Sh.th-Aulum appcdfcd to bilen to 

their propofah "Ith mud1 comple-teeney; yet, as an ingenIous Illf~ 

torian"* has jufily remarked, he did not heartIly concur in the rnea­

furc, being averfe to aggrandding the VIZlf at the (.xpen~.! of the 

Rohillas. Wh,ltever were his real {cntnnents, the captain<-general 

was recalled from Agrah, and <-hreded to mareh the army towards 

RohIlcund, and the king plep.ned to take the field, but ll1difpoli­

tion, whether real or pretended, prevented him from artendll1g the 

army, WhICh Cet out undcr thc comm.lIld of N uj uff Khan. 

The rnemorable battle of Cutterah, ,md the tcrmll1ation of the 

Rohllla war whIch loon fol1o\\ cd, are too well known to r(.q Ulce 

any comment In theic tranfaCtions; it ll1ay however gr.ltIfy CllflOiity 

to take a Vll w of the th(.n litu,moIl, fod, dJtll,He, and productIOns, 

of ,that celebrated proVll1cc. 

Rohilcund, called in Sanfcrit Cuttill) , compllhc:nd~ th.it tract 

lying eafi of the Ganges, between the 28th alld 3('th dcglees of 

north latitude, and frorn 76 to 80 longitude. Commenung In the 

vicimty of Loll Dong, at the foot of the Kummow Hills, Jt ex-
'I: 

teqds eafrward to the town of Pllhbeet; on the nOlth and weft, it 

• Captain Jonathan Scott. 
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is bounded by the Ganges, and to the fouth, by the dill-ria of Ma .. 

homcdy, in the dominions of Ouele. 

The foil of Cuttair is in general a rich black mould, intermixed 

in many p .. lrts with {and and red earth; it is uncommonly fertile, 

and capabIc of the highcfl: cultivation, abounding in all forts of 

grain, fugar-cane, and tobacco. Few countries have, in truth, 

more natural advantages than this; it is well fupplied with feveral 

large rivers, beiidc~ numerous {maller ftreams. Among the fir11, 

are the Ramgonga, anJ Dewah, (or Gambera.) 

The Ramgonga, taking its life between the firfr and fecond range 

of mountains to -the north-eaft, iffues forth into the plains of Hin­

dofraun at the Gaut of Colly j and after traver:Gng the greatefr 

part of Rohilcund, in a fouth and fouth-wcfierly direCtion, ~nd 

fertIlizing the lands, is joined in its progrcfs by other rivers, and 

finally, difcharged into the Ganges in the vicinity of Kinnouj. 

This majeftic river, until late years imFerfeC11y known, i~ navigable 

for ieven months in the year j its fiream is broad and rapid, and its 

banks are adorned with many large and populous villages. On .. he 

eaHern fide, the Dewah ifilling from the fame mountains, runs by 

the town of Pil1ibeet. Here are embarked the findl: Saul, Siifoo, 

and fir timbers, the produce of the neighbouring forefts that :fkirt 

the foot of the Kummow hills. At the city of Shahjehanpor~, 

the Dewah joins the Gamberah, whofe name it a(fumes, and after 

wafhing the towns of Sandy, B::roun, and other places, meets the 

Ramgonga near its junction with the Ganges. The fmaller ftreams 

are the Coiftllah, Nahul, Byghul, Dakra, Bukrah, Beefrah, and 
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Yar-wufadar; theCe Iikewife contribute. highly to the cultivati6ft of 
the country, and by means of re{ervoir$~ ,flukes, canals and"a'c~,('e..;. 

duCts, difperfe their waters throughout the corn fields in every di­

reCtion, but more particularly fo in the jagheer of the late Fyzoo­

lah Khan. 

Another property peculiar to Cuttair, is the facility with which 

water is procured; cxclufive of the rivers and ftreams before enu­

merated, the foil is fuch, that by Jigging a few feet from the fur­

face of the earth in any part of the country, water is procured in 

abundance. 

So happily fituated 'by nature, RohHcuttd has in all tim~s been 

deemed of great political importance. In the early times of the 

empire, commerce flourifued. The' great cities ofShahahad, Shah. 

jeJtanpore, Bare illy , BitTowlee, Bedaon, Owlah, Mooradabad and 

Sumbul, formerly kept up a confiant intercourfe with the caravans 

of the north. By them were <,?xported into Cuttail', the products 

of:Lahoor, Cabul, Caihmire. Candahar and Perfia, ,rubies. pre .. 

ciousi\ones, tl\teneage, copper, iron, tin, lead/borax, drugs, Caih­

mer-ian fhawls, .Carmanian wool, mules, horCcs alid camds; in rc­

tUnl,lhev:" received, coarfe ,cloths. fU2:ar,!!rain and tobacco. 

'Q#~,.~.teign of;~he.:.Patan Dynafiy in HindoUaun, many prin .. 

~~£~iatfatnil}r~~k~Pii t~il; c;:ourts for a J~es of years in the an­

~~~\<at~\.Qf Bc<J.aoJ;t.~~,,,,::tJ;t~re'I'~~6,ill,many parts of Clttta~r, ,arc to 
ij~ '.'" , .', " , '. . • • ,. 

l1~~,'_::(~e,;.,rtmains o(,~pce~t, edific~s, palaces, gardens, 

mQ(q~~~~.eg~s and m~\lfoie~~s. AlYlo~g the firft~rate ~itics of 

J 



HtST{)tt:Y, OF 

modern days are to be pla'Cedl Owlah, Bitrowice, ~ BtfeiJIy and Pi!. 

libeet, which having been the refidences of thofe R()hiUa chiefs 

who founded a new empire in Cuttair within half a tentury back, 

demand on this occdion particular attention. 

The city of Owlah, fituated in the centre, and in one of the find\: 

parts of Rohilcund, is built on an eminence, having a commanding 

view of the adjacent country. The river NIi"li!iJub Nuddi runs a}eng 

the -fQuth-weftem fide of the city. The town is of conflderable 

extent, and adorned with many halldfome buildings, moft of which 

are now In rums. Enough however remains to difcover the former 

grandeur of the place, and to regret the fatal ravages of deftrucHve 

ambition. On the fummit of the eminence is the fort built of brick. 

It was erected about fifty yeaTS fince by Ali Mahomed, founder 

of the Rohilla government in Cuttair, and here h~ kept his court. 

Within the fort is the palace of Ali Mahomed, a cathedral, and fc~­
ra:} other public buildings. In the environs of Owlah are ruins of 

palaces,. gardens, and mofques; the. adjacent country is by nature 

beautiful, but the total want of cultivation renders melancholy the 

profped:. Owlah is· fixteen miles N. W. of Bareilly, fl'omlBif­

fowlee fourteen, and about equal difl:ant from Delhi and·Pillibt!ltt. 
At Bitlowlee are likewife to be feeb evident tra€e6 of the ~r 

fplendour of the Rohilla government; and it is n1'Ore()ver",~­

able for being the burial plate of feveral of the fakdt,l.IIt~ii 
Mahomed. 

Bateilly, ntuated on. the baH.k~I.f the'~ ~ms .. .r)fAJboab 
and Sunkrt, is a lArge, ltandfome<,' wtf~ city. I ~ ift l""~. 
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capital of h1diz Rehumut, al)d a place of confiderable t,radc. It is 

diHant from Lucknow 180 miles, and from the Ganges 1 ~O.-" 

Laftly. the town of Pllhbeet. This place, thirty-fix miles to the 

noruh-eafi of Bare illy , was peculiarly feled:ed by the difcriminative 

forefight of Hafiz Rehumut Khan, as of great importance in its 

commercial refources. For the encouragement of trade that prince 

built a fpacious Shehr Punnah, or Pettah, \"hich is four miles in 

circumference. It is fttrrounded by a bri<.k wall, and wIthin the 

ettclofute is etcCted a magnificent mofque. Admirably..fitllated on 

the ,banks -of the Dewah, Pdhbeet, during the Rollllla government, 

was .an emporium of commerce. Its fiaple~ are Saul, SetToo, aDd ,fir 

timbers, fugars, and coarfe cloths; and frQm the mount.1ins of AI. 

morah are,imported borax, pitch, drugs, wax, and honey: of late 

yean, however, it is melancholy to add, the hand of cotnmel'ce is 

furunk up, and the want of a well-regulated police, the total dii:' 

rourag¢ment to induftry, ana the vexatious impofis levied by the 
l;ld.erS have almoft annihilated its on~,.profitable and flouriiliing trade. 

The revenues of Cuttair are ftated, In the imperial reglfier at 

Delhi, to be five millions fierling. During the fiouriiliing times of 

the .elllpire. tlle tate of the country will warnant the fuppofitlon, and 

lUlJ,der (ile RohiUa gQverol\lent, who paid ~nremitting attention ,to 

.{.ie~tUfC, the.. Frovince might have yielckd that fum. After the 

~Qq~ ,Df ,~~kWld ay Shuja Dawla, an offer w~s made t~ thtt 
Ipfince to rent the province for two milliolils. Since that I*riod the 
revenues, from a variety of caufes, have continued to decline; and 

·'~~prefent government, the province of Cuttair with difficulty 

tields,.th( fum of 36 lacks. or abollt 400,0001. fterling. 

I 2 
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Of the inhabitant~ there yet remains to fpFak. The RohiIlus·, 

who, it is well known, originally emigrated from the mountains of 

Afghanifiaun, about 60 years fincc, fettled in Cuttair. They are a 

hardy "varhkc rare, equally capable of arms and huibandry. Their 

feudal fyfiem of government, hmlJar to thofe of ~urope III former 

days, has infpireJ them '" ith ideas of turbulence and ferocity; at 

the f.une time they arc uncomm~nly patient under hadfhlps, and 

attached to their chicf1> by indiffolublc bonds of national ai1ection. 

But \vithal, in common with other Afgh,wns, they are trafty, 

treacherous, and revengeful. This charaCteriibc national fplrit, aided 

by the impetuous fallic!> of a ferocious and uncivilized mind, renders 

difficult the government of tillS race. Hence frequent revolutions, 

civil broils at home, and wars abroad, have conlhntly marked the .. 
Rohilla government under its difJclcnt rulers. Yet has it been 

evinced in more inftances than one, that by kind and proper treat­

ment eve;:n this generally-confidered ferocious tribe may be rendered 

tractable: that when thcir peculiarities and prejudIces are attended to 

by a wife and liberal government, they will prove not only good 

fubjects, but even fieady and faithful allies. 

Shortly after the battle of Cuttera, Zulfica AI Dowla joined the 

vizlr aTld the Britifh forces. He was received with difiincl;ion, and 

the vizir nommated him to the Neabllt of the Vlzarut, an office mOre 

honourable than lucrative, hut, accepted by the captain general with 

thankfulnefs. Shuja Dowla now thought proper to difmifs him; 

• Confult the account of the Rohilla Arghauns, publiChed by the late Captain Chatl~ 

Hamilton, of Bengal. 

2. 
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and in order to attach him more to his interefts, gave a reinforce­

ment of his own troops. 

It has been fcen that by the treaty of Delhi, Shuja Al Dowla had 

agreed to than! his conqueHs with the king, and to make an equal 

divifion of the plunder :lcg uired by the \\ ,1r. Confonant to the 

fpirit of this treaty, the captain general had come from Delhi in 

aid of the vizir: but the behaviour of bhuja on this occHfion was 

neither juft nor honourable. Though unmcn(e plunder bad been 

acquired in the late battle, his avariclOu6 [pint plOmpted han to re­

tain the whole to lumfelf; and when Ulged by the captain general to 

deliver up the king's {hare, he pClcmptorily declmed it. A con­

duct, in every refpeCl: (0 unwarrantdble, excited extreme dj(guft in 

the king's mind j but havmg made {everal fruitlcf& and inefft:dual 

endeavours to alter the vizirJs refolutlon, hIS majdly at length de­

fitted, and Nujuff Khan wa~ compelled to return to Delhi, 

Shuja Do" la, after fettling th<.' government of the province, and 

appomtmg Aumih to the fcveral dlirrich, took hl!) leave of the 

Britiih commander in chief, and returned to Oude. DUrIng the re­

mainder of that year, he employed himfclf in arranging the affaIrs 

of the pro~mcc of Furrokabad, which was tnbutary to him; but 

having been long afflicted w1th a violtnt di(order, ~hH..h now re­

tup~ed. with accumu1ated violence, notwlthfranding every exertion 

2n~ amftancc af10rded by his phyficians, he expired m hIS pala,e at· 

Fyzabad *. 

ott< In the month of January 177 5. 



An :hHtorian Ii ,~fpeCtahle '. ,his talents ,'has 'informed ;the 

wor,Id that the reigning fllmilY1n Oude Were obfcure ,in their orig·}u 

and of low birth; but as that information, from accounts prcc~red 

at a luer :pe'riod, a.ppears 1:0 be lncottred, we have, with that d~fe~ 
I'ence to fidelity which the impartiality of hiftory demaads, :detai1ed 

1ilmore authentic account· ,of the rife of that family'. 

SAADUTKHAN. 

Saadut Khan, fon of Mirza Nun-ur ArDeen Hyder, known' at 

nr.tI: under the 'name of Mecr Mahomcd Ameen, was horn in the city 

of Nif'hapore, in the ptovince of Khoraufaun. He was defcended 

itl a direct line from tlle Imaum Moura Kafim, of the family 6f 

Ali, efieemeo in 'Perna as of the higheR and moil noble extraCtion. 

Tow~rds the tontlullon of the reign of 'Behadur Shah,l11e 'fon and 

fucceffor of Aurengzeeh, many'Peifian families of'difiinCtion, re­

;tiring from the diforders and civil wars whiCh overwhelmedthe'ir 

native country, fought an afylum in Hindon-atm. At that period 

Meer"Mah~med Ameen, whohad'heen bred to arms, became deiirous 

of figni!.liIing'himfeIf; ana -with the 'Jaudablehope 0'[ providing for 
'his family, 'he bad adieu to'his native country, a~d repairedtoLa­

hore. 'He was received 'into the imperial rervic~~ arid'th6ftlyafter 

to'Ok the name ofSaadut Khan. ' By m~s 0kthe'ifieriami~p '~~iCh 
4he 'formed· with 'feveral ?f ;,the; prirtcipiii;om~rs . a:bouf;tHi'i1I:bUrt,~' he 

• Colonel Dow. 
t tn this d~tai1tbe'aut~or has principally folJowed'a (~~l1genealogica1 work, entidM 

OWfar Mopb, or the ~lOgy of AfufAJ DoWl\!l,ithe~/v.ttit~ ;w'htt&.wt~~­
cured by the friendthip oPMr. ~,JbbnR.uneJRlitn1~rS refident at~A 

I 



w.as introduced to the·emperor's notice, and ftood high in his favour, 

and -continutd ·fo until his death. On the acceffion of Mahmu~ 

. Shah, Saadut Khan was created a noble of the empire; and through 

the.influence of, his great patron, Sirbullund Khan, he was nomi~,i" 

ted to the governtnentof Akbarabad.-,.Increa1ing in favoW',/be:<wa.s 
appointed Soobadar of Ol:lde, &nd at tbe- fame time pr~J~ed with 

the rank of 7000 horfe, and honoured with a ne~/~~tent of no .. 

bility *. During the reign of Mahmud Shah he hdd with applaufe 

the higheft offices of the flate ; and by his fucceiTes in Deccan, and 

on the frontiers, of the empire, upheld .. the tottering fortune$ of a 

weakR:nd diffo]ute government. 

But .in paying this tribute t~ his al>Hities', his .condud:; Wht11ad4-

ated'by bafe and unworthy motives, muft be equally reprobated.­

At t~ memorable invafiQ~ of Hindoftaun by Nadir Shah, when l~is 
country·became.~ prey to favage ferocity and l~wlcf.., Ou(rage"Saadut 

Khan, from felfiOl vjewsand II fpirit ,of inordinate ambition, excited 

the vel?geance of the."c,()~ue:or, and, by appriiing him of the im:­

mmteric~s to be aC'luired',by v~fItiog, th~ ,~apjtal. he ~rought 
incalculablec~amitrup~n hisfovereign and his ftlbjedst. He did 

~t,h9wev-er, t.l~~~.h~~.bas' been ju~ly rema~kc~d,' to~eap the .frui~s 
o:~a.cpndl,1d fo.trea,SlherOl~ls, dying, 1hordy after the ~onqueroI'S ~u-
:~,\' ,t ~ ',,' "';~", . ;.~ ....... \' . "'. "'., , '.'-" ,'~" 

tr~l}Ct i~~p D~. ()fa (:an~er in his buck. 

tlljs,:!&:~dat"~,~~i'~nm:AL'M~~k. It~aud Al'Dowla ·Mecr '~-. 
~@AtlleCn Khan;:B~ur~uk~tJung. In Englith thus : ','; .. '. 

'Uar ~ th~ efl)piTe,C()~~! ~uppott o£ the Stale, Meer Mahmud Ameen '~ban, the 
'···;;,;W~,~ " . 

! ' !. '. ::>fe¢* volume of; .~ ... ~~. inter.cftingHifhny Ofi~' SuccoKol'l.of .. 

~-. 
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SEFDAR JUNG. 

When Saadut Khan quitted hIs native country, he left behind him 

an only finer, married to cl nobleman named Jaafer B~g. He pro­

mifed at his departure, ihould fortune prove favourable, to fenJ for 

111S family to Hmdolbun, which he did accordingly. But Jaafcr 

-Beg had dH::d and left two fons, Abul Munfoor Khan and ~lir~a 

Mobuffun, tbe former better kno:vn as SefJar Jung. Theft youth~ 

M"el"1! received with aff,Ctipn'ltc :regard by Sa.ldut Khan; and to per­

petuate the famlly hon~urs, he bd1:owed. his only daughter m mar­

riJge to the elder brother. That prmcefs, the grand mother of the 

reigning Nuwaub. is well known to the Britif'n natIon. After livmg 

to the great age of ninety. fbe expired a few years fince at her palace 

111 Oude. On the death of his uncle. the young N.l'\I',raub S"fdar 

J ung was confirmed by the kjng in hi~ government of Oude; and 

on the departure of the Perfian conquclOf, ~~ame a great favourite 

at the court of Mahmud Shah. Employed, 1tkc his. predecellors, 

in di~nt parts of the empire, his fucccf.s ,vas frequently bnlllant; 

and he rare gra~ually' to the hlghefl: hOllUUf5 in the 11:at~" _In addition 

to the governmept 9f Alltlh{lbad, he 'Wa5 appointed tQ~ihc ofi~t. 1J,f 
Grand Niafl:~r of ~1e Artillery; ancl on the de~\th of the c,tiIebrat~d 
N izam 4lli,Mooh.k: 1 was,~ vJZ)1r -* ,Qff~c/,~p~ ... !t,asWrl. ~gnified 

.. It wa~ ntit then the fon of a Perfian ~~rar ~ho hied ~ver6(\de, but a .tnan of 
...... " IJt!:..J:"I' ~.iI!t. _.. "" • b ;i,oj.d ~ '>1/1 .. , ~ .. :.ilt_ " ~.J.,;",.-;, • • " ii.iif,~" timn and.T'.tmt y; lI1HT''W'mn:em .nllg l' na~ J1'fS"''HeMtm,;''l)f po11t1cal errors, his 

fervices to his country entitle him, in ev~ unpre~~dieed ~'j:to an appclIafi~~ 
honOUfdbk. 



,with honours an.4 titles., Hed,ied i1\ 1,'56, baviJlg the charad:er of 

a daring and intrepid foldier, and el~eemed by his own fubjecb a~ a 

good man and upright, magiftrate. 

SHUJA DOWLA. 

Shuja Dowla, fan and fuccefforof Sefdar jung, was called in hi. 
, . 

Y0l!Pger~ days Mirza Jelaul Addet'tl Hyder. Had this prince liv~ 

ill the reign of S,hah Jehan, or the Great Aurcngzeeb, he might have . ' 

'attained a highcharader in ,the annals of the empire; but he was 

born at a per~od when the houfe of Timoor wassapidly declining, 

a.nd the fupetior ge~ius of a foreign natj~n had acquired an atan. 
deney not to be overborn~ Shuja Dowla, in hiscont~1l with the 

, , , . . 
Englifu"having ralhly efpoufed the caufe of the unfortunate Caffim 

, " 

Ali, Nuwaub,of Bengal, felt the effeds ,of this afcendency; and 

after two uncefsful attempti, perceiving his, incapacity to refift, he 

wifely r~folved to co~cili.ate the attention of his enemi~s. He was 

not decd ved; the peace of I 765 (welJ kn?wn in Europe) p~aced 

him in a Gtuation more eligible than what he held at tm::<:<?tnmence .. 
ment of the war,: 'for, exduGve of the refiorationof the.conque .. ~ 
provinces, .~ be~e,;the friend and ally of th~ Englilh; and to 



cement the union by frill clofet tie~.,~,~e afked and obtained the affif­
tance of a Britiili force for the protection of hi~ frontiers. 

When rcleafed from the afore-mentioned., cpntefi, Shujapo~la 

direCled his at~tcntion to the augmema,tion of h,is army, and to tne 
. . . 

management of the affairs of his own dominions, into the gov,em­

ment of which great abufes had been introduced. ,If we take His 

charaCter comparatively, Shllja Al Dov\:Ia will be allowed conbJera­

b1e merit: active and vigorous in his mind, he \vas bold, daril1g. 

and enterprifing, which he mat~ifcfied. on various occa~ons, and in 
fituations of danger and difliclllty. ,His temper was irafcible. 

which oftel1 led him to .commit aCts of cruelty; yet he was an ex-
. ,.., , -, t " , 

ce11ent magifiratc, a lover of jufiice, and anxioufly defirous. of the 

profperity of his c~untry .. To the internal economy of hi~ $()vcrn-: 

ment, he paid a,r,tgi~attcntion;. and by his judici?us ~nd'pr~'iel}~. 
arrangements, ai~ed by t~e exertions of f9me y~ryal>.le()ffice.t:$, h~ 

• -~. ";~ ~~ ",'e, I.~', , • " j ••• - t, I P '-,' " ,.,' 

cleared his dominions from the remains of a nefi of banditti which 

had 1011q- i~1fe~ed 'and\i~l~fgraced '~:~e~: : His'fOJ1dua 'with regard t~ 
his neighbours, the RohiU,as, was on every account the moil: cx­

cep~i.on~hlc~ ~?d h,i~ 'h!?fhl,~ ~ttempt to dcfhoy their P?\Vcr evidently 

ori~inat~d~fr9m .afpirit.?'rrambitio~l, boundlefsas in~r9i~'!-te and r~,­

p:ehenfible ~ nor: c~,n:h~s; eIlde~,v~~r~}o,~i'ftc:~ua.te, ltA~:~f:8.n.~~q ,~..)' 
thr.~\v.irn8, t~e ;b~a~~fe:,"~~,~c i~?P9rWif,(~?~~~~cy R[::.$~i~~~9\1~t~)~~. 
r~fufing ,~~e;I~,i~~~arg~\~.~7:~,~~gH~;~.~~~l~w:~),:!W",.~PY fhaB~ jl1~if~htqe 
m~;~n~ he ur,~, f<;>,;~~e~,~h,~.~!,.i%ftIuCtion*. 

• .In the abOve detail' it has beeri'thc alithod intention to be guided' l by' the 
ftriaeft 'impartiality, neithet''!ithii'lgto ~xalttOohigh'tM~1tr of any individual 

who ~~ritedpnUfe~ nor 'p . .a:b~frU!1l,~~_J~lle.tl, ,,~~d ,,deferving 
, • 1" "" " -, ,', ' ••.• " I""" • 
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CHAP. V. 

Return if the Captain General to Dr,LIII-Acc1!iOl1 of ASUF AL 

DOWLA to the Government ~r OUDr:-Embajjj q( ILLuJ 

KHAN to DELHI-Proceedings agu"!J' ZADITA KUAN-D,,­

.pat if the Ki~g' s Tr()()ps-Z A BIT A Kll AN rmill'.r wit/) Ih 

S"cIKs-SucrinC/ Arcount of that Nutlon-Ocrflrrcnres. 

NUJUFF KHAN, on his arrival at Delhi, met with OJ reception 

clifferent from his expectations. The king was difgufted with him 

for not having infifted in a more rcfolute manner upon the delivery 

of the diftriCts which had been ftipulated in the late treaty with the 

vizir; and for omitting to urge his right to participate in the plun­

der acquired in the Rohilla war. Shah-AuIum, in fad, fufpeCl:ed 

his miniftcr to have been infiuenctd on "'this occafion more by an at­

tention to his own intercfts than tbat of his fovereign, as the vizir, 

previous to his departure, publicly beftowed on Nujuff Khan the 

Neabut,:lf of the vizarut. This fufpicion was diligently foftered in 

the king's mind by the fuggeftions of Mujud AI DowJa, who now 

began to a'.quire an afcendancy over his majefly ; and being jealous 

or the authority 'anef'infiuence of Nlijuff Khan, reCoIved to oppofe , 
1 him in every thing. The minifrer had long entertained hopes of that 

"'ery appointment; bUl baffled in his exertions to attain it, he repre-

• The deputyfhip of the office of vizir, or his reprefentative at the court of Delhi. 

K l 



f~".hi .. ti vcJl; as a perfori' defi~~~S\;df' 'ad:~aric1t1gl1is . owr."~uthbrHf 
oier"thatof..his mafh~i~:NuJi1fi'<Khan, ho*t-vei;';had too powerful 

a party atcou~tt as well as in the camp, to be 'eafily fupp1aritedi~and 
t4~:war, againft the Jauts requirihg immediate attention, hi~ thaj~fty 
appeared {atisfied with the eXc\lfes ofreredby Nujuff Khan.-

'The army again affembled, and the captain general led if'with6ut 

delay againft. the fort of Deig~ the only place of confequence that 

replained ,to the Jauts. Nujuff Khan having il'l'vefied the f6rt o~al1 
fi9~t.and,coropleted the blockade,' detached a·· fmaTI portion from 
h~~:main ~dy,thtoughout the adiacent country, arid reduced miny . 
of the Zemindar& to obedience. 

While the army lay before Deig, an embaffy arrived in carilp , 

lent by the vizir Afuff Al Dowla. That young prince, who fue: 

ceeded to ,~Mufuud'()f. Shuja:Al . Dowla~ was eighteen years of 
age. On his acce(lion"it was deemed advifeable to reque1l of shih. 
Auium a cODfirmatio~ of 'hii']>atentof the viz:arut in his own name. 

For thi$ purpofe,nh~jKhah,;: ,a favourite ferv~nt, was deputed to 

Delhj~ attended, by'a fplendid fuite, and carrying with him fifty 
'lacks of ;rupees as a pailhcuill. After a !hort uftay il1,·the camp, hC 
proceed£d on to th~ capital, where' his fuccefsat ~rft'ftUih()rt of his 
expectations. The.~ing did not appear inclined toej(~ite;lth~"p£: 
tent; an~der v.uiQus. pretenCes' delayed"givjnt~aif~~-arJwer.­
But a fever4 misfortune ',which at: thii ;titri~'befel his -majdf~*'afin8~i 
caufed an in1med~~~)$.dJea9y;atrm't. ZabitaKhan'had again be~l 

come refractory ,and refufed to fo:rwarddle·::Qi~.ted tribute to tlW; 

royal tteafury j and was now prepared to {up~ his rebellion 1;, 
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force o(arm6. AbQ.~Cafi"em Khan, on the part of the king, was 
ordered to march an army to attack the rebel. Zabita Khan, who 
was poLled in Ghofe Ghur, hearing of that nobleman's approach, 

marched boldly out, and offered him battle. A defperate confliCt. 

enfued, and the event was on the point of proving favourable to the 

royal forces, when a body of Patan horfe, who had been planted in 

an ambufc;adeby Zablta Khan at. the commencement of the action, 

came (uddeilly out 'of the place, and feU upon the rear of the king" 

troops with fuch fury as totally to difcomfit them. The general was 
• 

flain whilft endeavouring to rally his men; and his faUthrew the 

troops into fueh diforder, that it was with great difficulty Mujud Al 

Dowla, who fucceeded to the oorrimand, was enabled to mak~ good' 

his retreat with a very {mall party. Zabita Khan re-entered his fort 

in triumph .. 

AccOunts of this fatal difafter arriving at court, created the greateft 

conftemation and difmay. Fortunately, however, for Shah .. Aulum, 

at this critical moment he was: relieved by the aprearance of Lutaufut 

Khan, one of the vizir's officers, who brought along with him a 

body of 5000 troops, and a train of artillery, f9r tht king's ure. 

This falutary aid pro\'ed of the higheft fervice J and being relieved 

from.any.apprehenfions for ,the prefent, the court determined to 

gmt,!fy tb~.viz~r fQI the efiential fervice he' had rendered. A pa.tent 

waS immediatel, made out, 'accompanied with the infignia of office, 
~ \~>;:"I" . • 

-~;.,viiluable prefcots; - and the whole were (ent off with much pomp 

~.lole":,~ity under the charge of four commiffioners named by. the. 

king for this ,exprefs pUfpA)fe. 
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During thcfe trarifactions, Nujuff Khan was mIl employed before 

Deig: that fortrefs, which was uncommonly n'rongand.defended 

by a numerous garrifon, continued for more tha'n a twdve:mpnth to 

bid defiance to the efforts of Nujuff ,Khan. The repeated ami 

bloody airaults which were made by the garrifon had, however, 

much weakened their force, and the health of the Jaut prihce be­

ginning to decline, he entertained thoughts of fubmiffion; ,but before 

he had time to execute his refolution, he was hurried off by death. 

Runjeet Sing, his brother, fucceeded to the command: hew~s~ilIi.ng 
to continue the defence to the laO: extremity; but provifions growing 

fearee, his troops mutinied, and he was compelled to withdraw 

pri vate1y from the fort. 

, Accordingly, availing himfelf of the opp0l1unity of an extreme 

dark night, and taking with him 'his family and treafurrs, :accom'~ 

panied by the greater part of the garrifoo t he' effected his~fcape. 

On the enfuing morning, thc'king's troops, who were prepared for' 

an affault, were alloni!hed to find the walls unmanned, and no ap­

pearance of .refifiance. The general at firfi fufpeCted a firatagem ; 

but on a clofer infpection, perceiving the rebels had actually retired, 

he entered and took poffeffion. 

A great quantity of ammunition and Hores, with a: train ot 'ar: 

tillery, were taken, but not much plunder, which cireumfrance ex­

afperated the troops, and induced them'to commit all fo~s"o(v1j~~ 
Jence upon the defencelefs inhabitants~ Not' content with i'ntulti~~ 
them, they proceeded to attack their Pagodas ~;where they brok~iItrti:I 
,detnoliihed the idols. in {pite ofth'e:prayers:_iritreaties 'ur-,,~lt1f 




