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PREFACE.

| THE work now offercd to the public is the refult
of feveral years application, during the author’s
relaxation from his profeflional duties, and the

avocation of his leifure hours.

An account of the tranfactions at the court of
Delhi during an interefting and eventful period,
and the incidents and occurrences which have
marked the decline of power of the race of Timoor
under the turbulent reign’ of the ill-fated Shah-
Aulum, (in all probability the laft of that family

C



xviii PREFACE.

who will fit on the throne of Hindoftaun) cannot,
it is prefumed, fail to provc acceptable to a Britith

reader.

A long refidence in India has afforded the author
frequent opportunities of acquiring much local in-
formation; and moft of the geographical remarks
were obtained by him on the fpot, while on a fur-
vey, ordered by the Bengal government, through
the Doo Ab* and adjacent countries in 1798-4;
and on a fimilar occafion through the province of
Rohilcund in 1795-6.

The perufal of the feveral Perfian manufetipts
named in the Appendix, and particularly the Shah
Aulam Nameh, (3 hiftory of the reign of the pre-
fent king) written by Gholaum Ali, a Tedrned

* A eountry lying betwixt the tivers Ganges and Juring.



PREFACE. Xix

native, afforded the author ample materials for re-
lating fuch tranfactions as took place within the
authority and influence of the court at Delhi: and
to his friends, on various occafions, he is happy to

acknowlcdge his grateful obligations.

To Major Charles Reynolds, furveyor-general
of the Bombay eftablithment, Mr. Johnftone of
Lucknow, Major Kirkpatrick, Colonel Palmer,
and Captain Salkeld, of the Bengal eftablithment,
he begs leave to offer his hearty acknowledgements
for the readinefs with which they fupplied him with
a variety of interefting documents for the prefent

work. .

Such are the materials from which the -Hiftory of
the Reign of Shah-Aulum has been compiled;‘
confcious, that notwithftanding the pains and care
| which have been beftowed on it to attain perfection,

c 2



X3 PREFACE.

numerous errors and inaccuracies may have crept
in, the author trufts that the authenticity of the mat-
ter it contains, will, in a great meafure, counter-
balance its defells, and he therefore cheerfully
delivers it to the public, with the diffidence natu-
rally attendant on a firft attempt in this arduous

branch of literature.

Lonpon,
Bedford Street, Bedford Square,
March 15, 1798.



TABLE OF CONTENTS.

CHAP. L

A NARRATIVE of the principal occurrences and revolutions
of the court of Shahjebanabad from the reign of Mabmud
Shab - - - - - - - - -

CHAP. II.
Shab-Aulum refides at Allababad— Nejeeb Al Dowla ar Delb:

—S8uccinét account of the Marbattas—The Marbattas invite
the king to return to Delli—Negotiations—King fets ont—
Arrival ar Delb: - - - - - - -

CHAP. III.

Proceedings againft Zabita Khan—The Marbattas refufe to
divide the plunder— Nujuff Kbhan in high favour— He
quarrels with the Marbattas— His defeat—Pardoned—Ceffion
of Corab and Allababad to the Marbattas---Marbattas retire

to Deccan - - - - - - - -

Pages

39



TABLE OF CONTENTS.

CHAP. IV.

Adminiftration of Nujuff Kban---Conguefls in the Faut country
---Rupture betwixt Shuja Al Dowla and the Robillas---Re-
duttion of Robilcund---Defcription of that country--- Death of
Shuja Al Dowla---Account of the Qude family - - 67

Pager

CHAP. V.

Return of the captain general to Delbi-m-Acceffion of Afuf Al
Dowla--- Embaffy of llluy Khan to Delbi--- Proceedings
againft Zabita Kban---Defeat of the king’s troops---Zabita
Kbhan unites with the Seiks---Succinét account of that nation

-«-Occurrences - - - - - - - 79

CHAP. VI.

Rewolt of the Rajab of “}’_yporc---‘Succi.'zfl account of the prin-
cipalities of Oudipore, Joudpore, Jypore---The king marches
to Jypore---Taking of \Narnoul and Dhanfncy---Difgrace of
Mujud Al Dotwla--- Death ard Charaéler of Nujuff Kban 100

« CHAP. VII.

Tranfaélions ar court fubfequent to the death .qf Zulficar Al
Dowla --- Afrafiub Kban appottéd” minifier --~ Diffenfions
among the Mogul lords--- Edevation of jM:}*za Shuffee Khan---
Intrigues---He is affaffinated before Deigen-Re-ap

ointment
of Afrafiab Kban-- Reflections - - - - . 118



TABLE OF CONTENTS.

CHAP. VIIIL
Pages

Rife and progrefs of Madbasee Sindiab, ruler of Matwab, from
the effablifbment of bis family in that province until bis inter-
Jerence in the polinics of the court of Delbie--Intiigues of
Afrafiab Khan---His death and charaller---Sindiab 15 made

prime mentficy - - - - - - - 133

CHAP. IX.

Occurrences at court—War againft JyporemsIntrigues of the
Mogul Nobility—Sindrab 15 defeated— Retires acrofs the
Chumbul—Intrigues of Gholaum Caudir Kban— deccount of
Begum Somroo—Gholaum Cader Kban befieges the palace—

He 15 repulfed, and pardoncd -~ Prince Mirza ‘fuwaun
Bukbt—Review of his Life—Death and Charalter - - 162

CHAP. X.

Arrival of Ranab Khan in the Doo Ab---Affairs in the Fypore
province---Spirited conduét of Begum Somroo---Occurrences
---Ifmacel Beg is defeated---Funélion of that chief with
Gbhilaum Caudir Kban---Their Intrigues---Shab- Aulum
25 dethroned---Occurrences---Conclufion - - - 196

emreernt e

APPENDIX, I.
An accounr of modern Delbi, - - - - - 199



TABLE OF 'CONTEN1YV,

APPENDIX, I
Pagns
A narrative of the late revolution dr Rampore, in Robilcund,

n 1794 - - - - - - - - 216

APPENDIX, L

Tranflation” of a letter, written in the Perfian language, from
the prince‘ Mirza Fuwaun Bukbt 7ebaundar Shab, eldeft fon
of the king of Delbi, to bis majefly George the Third, king
of Great Britamn, written in the year 1985 : with a copy of

the original - - - - - - - - 243

APPENDIX, III.

Tranflation in verfe of an clegy written by the king of Delbi
after the lofs of bus fight : with a copy of the original - 250



Shah Aulum.
Froman ﬂrjz\gvaz wn the Possesston ofWill "Ouseley Esq”

§ e ¥
AL - - | W=






2 HISTORY OF
ool Moolk., The Abdallee was worfted, and obliged to fly to his

own country. Cummer-o’deen being flain in this war, his fon,
Mohim ool Moolk, was left Subahdar of the province of Lahoor,
and the prince returned to Shahjchanabad. On his arrival at Pannes-
putt ¥, he recei ed the news of his father’s death, and immediately
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed king. He conferred the vizdrat
on Munsiir Allee Cawn, the fubahdar of Owd, who conftituted
Gazooddeen Cawn, buxey of the empire. The new king being
arrived at the city, gave himfelf up to his pleafures, leaving the
aflairs of ftate to his vizir, who ruled with abfolute authority. The
nobles, jealous of his power, and difpleafed with his adminiftration,
formed a confpiracy againft him, and refolved to raife Intezimo
Dowlat to the vizarut. The king, who had great caufe to be
pffended at the condué@ of his minifter towards him, jomed in the
defign. The vizir difcovering the ftorm which was brewing againft
him, determined to evade it by depofing the king. He accordingly
furrounded the palace fuddenly with an armed force ; but not being
able immediatcly to effect his attempt, Gazooddeen Cawn, who was
the leader of the oppofition, and had alrcady levied a confiderable
force, had time to come to the king’s refcue. A war enfued, in
which, after various fuccefs, the vizir was at length worfted, and
retired into the country of the Jauts, who were his friends. Inte-
zam o’ Dowla was now created vizir in the roam of Munfur Allee
Cawn, and dreading, perhaps, the growing influence of Gazooddeen

* Forty-two cofe, or 85 miles, from Shahjehanabad.

t The youngeft fon of Cummer~-o’deen Cawn, and uncle, by the mother’s {ide, to
Gazooddeen Cawn.,



SHAH-AULUM. 3

Cawn, perfuaded the king to accept of the mediation of the Jauts
in favour of Munfur Allee Cawn, who fued for pardon. This was
accordingly granted him, and a khillut, or drefs of honour, witha
thookka*, or letter under the privy feal, pardoning his paft offences,
and confirming him in his fubathip, was fent to him from the king.
Gazooddeen Cawn refenting that the king fhould take fuch a ftep
without his concurrence or knowledge, and at a time when he was
near reaping the fruits of his fuccefles, exafperated at the vizir for
his gratitude, and with the Jauts for having interfered, refolved
upon revenge. Leaving the purfuit of Munfur Allec Cawn, he
invaded the country of the Jauts, and fubdued them intirely except-
ing only a ftrong fortrefs which they pofleffed in the borders of the
country adjacent to Acbarabad. As he had no artillery with him,
and the place could not be taken without it, unlcfs by famine, Abdul
Mejeed Cawn, one of his officers, was difpatched to Shahjehanabad
to requeft that the royal artillery might be fent him ; but the vizir
refufed to part with it, and thut up all the bullocks and clephants
within the walls of the palace, to prevent their being feized by force,
which was actually intended. Incenfed as Gazooddeen Cawn was
at this affront, he was not yet in a fufficient capacity to refent it,—
Malhar Row, a Marhatta chief, being at that time in the country ot
the Rajepoots, where he had been employed 1n reducing their Rajah
Jeyfing, Gazooddeen Cawn invited him to his affiftance; which the
Marhatta inftantly complied with, being (befides the advantages
which muft naturally accrue to the Marhatta power from thefe divi-
fions) ftrongly urged to take the part of Gazooddeen Cawn, from

® When fent by any of the princes, it 1s called Rukaa,
B 2
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the hatred which he bore to the Jauts, who had flain his fon. He
accordingly joined Gazooddeen Cawn with his forces; and a folemn
treaty was made between them, Malhar Row {wearing to regard
Gazooddeen Cawn as his {fon, and the latter to look upon the Ma-
rhatta as his father.  Every thing being concerted between them,
they began their march towards the capital, and were met in the way
by the king and wizir, who gave them battle, and were defeated.
The conquerors proceeded to the city, whither the king and the
vizir had retired, and had fhut themfelves within the walls of the
palace with a few followers, their lafl, but poor, refource. The
chief officers of the city, whom Gazooddeen Cawn’s good fortune
had made his friends, readily obeyed an order from him to furround
the palace till his arrival, when he commanded the wretched king
to be deprived of his fight, and imprifoned together with his
minifter. A prince of the name of Azeezooddeen, being the next
in defcent of the 1ace of Timur, was taken out of the palace, and
proclaimed King by the title of Aulumgheer the Second, Gazooddeen
Cawn affuming the vizarut. This K;plgcncd about the month of
November 1755.

The new vizir being thoroughly eftablithed in his authority,
Malhar Row returned to his own country, leaving Junkoojee, one
of his generals, and a confiderable part of his army, to prevent freth
infurrections, and to colle¢t the revenues afligned as a recompence
for his late fervices.

"The king, who was raifed to the throne only as an inftrument of
Gazooddeen Cawn’s ambition, was kept by him in a flate of the
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moft flavith dependance, being furrounded by the vizir’s creatures,
and not allowed to ftir out without his leave. In order to extricate
him{elf from fuch a confinement, he privately wrote to the Abdallee,
defiring him to come to his affiftance. Invitations were fent him at
the fame time by Munfur Allee Cawn, the Jauts, and the Ro-
hillas.  The Abdallee readily embraced an occafion that promifed
him fuch evident advantages.  An accident happened at the fame
time that greatly favoured the enterprize. Mohim ool Moolk, the
fubahdar of Lahoor, received a fall from his horfe in hunting,
which put an end to his life. His begum, a lady of great {pirit,
had intereft enough amongft the chiefs of the province to procure
their nomination of her to the fubahdarree in the place of her de-

ceafed hufband.

The affairs of the empire were in this ftate, when the Abdallee
invaded it.  ‘The Marhattas were mafters of the greateft part of Hin-
doftaun; a nominal king fat on the throne; the adminiftration was
ufurped by a man who derived his influence and eftablithment en-
tirely from a foreign power ; the chiefs of thie empire had already
declared their refolution of joining the invader; and Lahoor, the

key of Hindoftaun, was governed by a woman,

The Abdallee having marched as far as Lahoor, fummoned the
princefs to furrender; and upon her refufal, befieged the place.~—
After a very gallant defence, he at length became mafter of the city
and of the princefs’s perfon, whom he treated with great refpect,
beftowed the higheft encomiums on her valour and condu&, as well
as on the virtues of her late hufband ; and adopting her formally as

2
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his daughter, confirmed her in the fubahdarree. He left however a
naib with a {mall force at the city, and proceeded towards Shahje-
hanabad. The vizir, unable to cope with fuch an adverfary, went
out with the king and all the nobles, and met the Abdallee at Pan-
neeputt, from whence he was conduted in great ftate to Shahje-
hanabad.

As foon as he had entered the city, letters were difpatched to all
the ftates of the empirc; and the vackecls refiding at the court were
all fummoned to pay obedience to the King of Kings, and to deliver
a tribute fuitable to the income of each feveral province. All obeyed
the fummons excepting the Jauts, againft whom he refolved to turn
his arms.  Before he left the city, he removed Gazooddeen Cawn
fiom the vizarut; and lcaving the king the choice of his own
minifters, that prince conftituted his eldeft fon, Aallee Gowher,
naib of the empire, a poft equal in power to the vizarut, but differ-
ing in the name, in refpe to the quality of the poffeffor.

eaving a garrifon for the defence of the city, and officers to
collet the revenues, the Abdallee marched out againft the Jauts,
who were well prepared for his reception. In two engagements
(probably not general) the Jauts had the better.  Gazooddeen Cawn,
who attended the carr p under a guard of Naffuckchees, reprefented
to the Abdallee, that if he would entruft him with the command of
the van of his army, he would anfwer with his life for the fuccets.
It is not related what arguments were ufed to perfuade the Abdallee
to accept of a propofal feemingly fo chimerical and dangerous. It
is faid he confented ; and Gazooddetn Cawn leading the army, at-
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tacked the Jauts with fuccefs equal to his promifes, It is certain
that they were entircly defeated, and obliged to fhut themfelves up
within the walls of their fortrefs, and to fue for peace; which, upon
their fubmiflion, and the payment of a laige fum of money, was
granted. The Abdallee, plcafed with the bravery and conduct of
Gazooddeen Cawn, refolved to reward his fervices by reftoring
him to the vizarut, and wrote to the king his intention, re-
quiring him to comply with it. The king unwilling to difplace
his own fon for the fake of 2 man whom he hated ond feared,
remonftrated againft fuch a procceding.  To remonftrate was all he
could do ; but his haughty patron difdaining an appearance of op-
pofition to his will, immediately fent his Nafluckchices to feize
and bring beforc him the four fons of the king, and feizing the
cullumdaun* from Allee Gowher, gave it to Gazoodden Cawn. The
princes remained with him in the hands of the Nafluckchees.
About this time news arrived, that the king of Balkh had invaded
the territories of the Abdallee. This obliged him to rcturn home.
Leaving theiefore Nejeeb Cawn, the Rohulla, who by his recom-
mendation had been appointed buxey of the Empire, with the
charge of collecting his revenues, he departed with his army, and
an immenfe treafurc, the fruits of his great fucceffes. He had no
fooner pafled the frontier of Hindoftaun, than Gazooddeen Cawn,
who now became as abfolute as before, of his own authority dif-
folved the otfice of colle@or, which the Abdallee had cenferred on
Nejecb Cawn, and deprived him likewife of the buxey-gheeree,
which poft he conferred on Ahmud Cawn of the Bungefh race.

* The flandith, the badge of the vizirut.
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Nejeeb Cawn, upon this quitted the court, and retired to his

government at Seharunpore.

The three youngeft fons of Aullumgheer, who were enlarged upon
the Abdallee’s departure, returned to the royal palace: but Aiec
Gowher * not chufing to put himfelf in the power of his profefled
enemy, fled to Jedger, his jagheer, and raifed forces to defend him-
{elf againft any attempts upon his perfon. The vizir entreated him,
with profeflions of the greateft attachment, to return; and the
king was compelled to fet his hand to the (ame invitation ; but
without effect. At length the vizir folemnly fwearing upon the
Koran, to attempt nothing againft his life and perfon, he fub-
mitted and came back to the city. A houfe without the walls of
the palace was allotted him for his prefent refidence ; and the vizir
frequently folicited him to go and dwell in the palace with his
father and the reft of the royal family. But the prince, know-
ing that the vizir fought only to get him into his power, evaded
the fnare by various pretences. This artifice failing, the vizir
had recourfe to violence, and one morning by day break the prince
fuddenly found himfelf furrounded by an armed force. With the
few attendants and guards which were about his perfon he ftood
upon his defence, and repulfed the firft attacks ; after which the
affailants {furrounded the palace, waiting ecither freth .ozders,. or
fuccour from the vizir. 'The prince feeing no hopes but in flight,
found means to gain over Mehdee Coollee Cawn, who-guarded .one
of the avenues to his palace; and fighting his way-through the-éther |

* The prefent Erperer
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guards; made his efcape aut of the city. Eetal Row, & Mathatta
general, lay encamped on the oppofite banks of the river Jumna.
To him the prince fled-for protection, and was Kkindly reccived,
Eetal Row fwearing by the water of the Ganges not to betray him,
or deliver him up to the vizir,

‘The Marhatta continued faithful to his engagements ; and not.
withftanding the repeated folicitations of the vizir, kept the priner
in his camp five or fix months,

At length; fearing cither a rupture with the vizir, or that he might
attempt to furprife the prince whil@t he remained fo near, he perfusded
him to retura to Jedger. 'The prince faw the neceility of taking
fuch 2 flep, and confented. He was accordingly conducted by a
frrong efcort from the Marhatta to that covntry.  Here he continued
a few months ; but not judging himfelf fafe in fuch e fituation, he
accepted of an invitation from Nejeeb Cawh, and repaired to him
at Sehaurunpore, Nejeeh Cawn allotted him a monthly income of
50000 rupees for his expences; and treated him with all the refpect
which his birth, and the fimilsrity of their fortunes, naturally de-
sunded from bim.  He had nog forgot the injury which he fuffered
from. Gazooddeen Cawn; and thought he had mow & favouyable

opperunity to refent it. He accordingly fent letters to'Seyed Oolly
i Hafiz Rahmut Cawn, Doondse Cawn, and the other Ro-

Tilla chicfs, to Rajah Soomsjmul, the chief of the Jauts, and Sufaa
o'Powls; inviting them to join him in redrefling the caufe of the
injwed prigee, and frening the king from the tyranny of the vizir;

bt the desad of the Mashastas phliged 'them to decline engaging in

Cc
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fo dangerous a fcheme. Fruftrated in his defigns, and unable to
maintain the prince any longer, or to prote¢t him agamft the vigir,
who was actually preparing to fend a Marhatta army againft him,
Nejecb Cawn perfuaded him to feek for refuge with the nabob Shu-
jaa o Dowla. In confequence of this advice, the prince, after a
twelvemonth’s refidence with Nejeeb Cawn, took leave of him, and
marched with a flender train to Lucnow. He was received by Shu-
jaa o Dowla with the greateft honours, and prefented with elephants,
horfes, tents, and all manner of neceffaries fuitable to his ftate, with
a prefent (a nezeranna) of 3 lacks of rupees. The power of the
vizir was too firmly eftablifhed, and the Marhatta name too formi-
dable, to admut of the nabob’s affifting the prince openly, unfup-
ported as he muft be by any other power. To entertain him at his
court could anfwer no end, and muft neceffarily draw upon himfelf
the refentment of the vizir. All the fervice he could afford him
was to fupport him privately, and wait a fitter opportunity to act
more publickly in hus Yavour. The beft expedient, therefore, that
immediately occurred, and which promifed the fureft fuccefs, was
to attempt the conqueft_of Bengal. All appearances concurred to
favour fuch a defign. 'The province of Bahar belonged to himtas
the lawful Subahdar, a prefcriptive right of the eldeft fofrof the
king. Jafler Allee Cawn, the Subahdar of Bengal, *and“wéhual
governor of the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Qriffs, had
been raifed to that dignity by the affiftance of the Englith, by yihofe
influence alone he continued to poffels it. His gekemment was
generally difliked. His behaviour had drawn sonisimd thie hatred'of
the greateft part of the country. His Jematdars, moft of whom
were once his equals, could not brook the ‘diftance with whichithiey
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were now treated, and were equally obnoxious to him from the little
refpect which they put on in their behaviour to him. The Seapoys,
a numerpus rabble, were in arrears even from the pay due to them
in the time of Serajah Dowla: the Zemindars of both provinces
were ready for a revolt whenever they could do it with fufety ; and
bad already appeared in arms againft the Nabob in that of Bahar,
the revenues of which were infufficient to defray its 6wn current
expences. With thefe advantages a more powerful argumient yet
concurred, which was, the name of the prince, and the veneration
which the perfon of the heir apparent of the empite naturally drew
from the fubje@s of fo defpotic a ftate; amd which was now
heightened by his diftreffes. The conqueft of thofe provinces being
thus enfured, would facilitate the attainment of his grand object,
the freedom of his father, and the fecurity of his own right to the
fucceflion, by the acquifition of fo great a revenue, the increafe of
his force, and the influence this fuccefs would give to his name.

Every thing being concerted for effecting this enterprife, Shujaa
Dowla affifted him with a party of his own forces under the com-
mand of his kinfman, Mahmud Coolly Cawn, the Subahdar of
Allababad. The prince folemnly fwore to beftow the vizarut upon
Shwira -Dowla, whenever he came to the throne, as a reward for his
lopalty, and departed.

#Fowards the cenclufion of the year 1748, the prince croffed the
Gutmmonalla *;x and entered the province of Bahar; where he was

Wm.ﬂiw the provisice of Baliar from the Zcmindaree of Benares
c 2
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foon joined by a number of malecontents, and the difbanded Sea-
poys of Jaffer Allee Cawn. The fuccefs of his firft attempt is too
well known to need a particular relation. Repulfed in his attacks
upon the city of Patna, and not daring to ftand the approach of
Celonel Clive, whofe name, and the rapidity with which he marched
to meet the prince, already feemed to denounce his certain defeat,
he retired with precipitation back to the province of Allahabad;
whither it was deemed, in the then-unfettled fituation of the Na-
bob’s affairs, imprudent to follow him, as a rupture in that cafe
muft unavoidably have enfued with Shujaa Dowla, After this dif-
appointment, he made a propofal of throwing himfelf upon the
protection of the Englith ; which was rejected. He therefore re-
mained at Mukkunpoor, on the borders of the province of Alla-
habad, forfaken by moft of his followers, and waiting, without
any determined plan, for what a better fortune thould throw in his

w Ry .

Whilft the prince was purfuing his projecs in Bengal, a ftorm
broke &ut which threatened to overwhelm his ancient friend and pro-
tector, Nejeeb Cawn, againft whom the vizir fent Junkoojee, the
Marhatta general, with a large force. At the fame time Dettajce
Toppul, another Marhatta chicf, was detached againft Lahoor, which
he reduced, and drove the Abdallee’s Naib out of the country.—
Nejecb Cawn finding himfelf incapable of any long oppofition
againft fo formidable an enemy, calied his old allies, 8ujaa Dowla,
and the Rohilla chiefs, to his afliftance ; and at the fame time fo-
licited the Abdallee to return; who was likewife invited by’ the
other leaders of the fame party.
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Before his allies could join him, the Marhattas had entered his
country. He met them, and gained fome inconfiderable advantages
over them, fufficient however to gain time till he was ftrengthened
by the junction of his fricnds, whe were already on their march
towards him. Junkoojee, fearing left his enemies fhould he too
powerful for him, and hearing of the arnival of the Abdallce at
Lahoor, fent advice to the vizir of his fituation, and detued him
to come to his afliftance.  The vizir replicd, that he was unable to
obey the fummons, having no forces with him fufficient to be of
any fervice, nor money to levy others.  Junkoojee nnmediately fent
him five lacks, with which the vizir now affembled lus people to-
gether, and prepared to take the ficld.

Fearing to leave the king behind him at the city, and fufpecting
that he had leagued with his enemies, and indended to reftore Inte-
zamo Dowla in his abfence, he defired the king to accompany him
on the expedition, which he refufed ; and the vizir in confequence
refolved to rid himfelf at once of his fears by putting him to death.
This bloody refolution bemng taken, he affe¢ted to be fatisfied with
the king’s excufes, marched out of the city, and encamped a few
cofe beyond it ; where he waited the exccution of his plot, which
was effected in the following manner:

Ballabaflrow, an emiflary of the vizir, went to the king, and in-
formed him that a fakeer of great fan@ity had taken up his quarters
at the tower of Feroz Shah; and partly by perfuafion, and partly by
force, carried the deluded king to fee him, and in the way caufed
him to be murdered. The vizir having thus accomplifhed his exe-

1
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crable defign, ordered the palace to be plundered, and the fons and
iclations of the deceafed monarch to be ftripped of all their jewels,
w hich werc converted into moncy for his urgent neceffities.  Mehdee
Collee Cawn and Coja Buffent were left with the charge of the kella,
or fort. The former, by the dire&tions of his mafter, took a
grandfon of Cambukfh, the youngeft fon of Aurengzech, out of the
palace, and pioclaimed him king, by the name of Shahjchan the

Second.

The vizir now proceeded towards Junkoojee, and joined him about
the fame time that Nejech Cawn’s Rohilla allies were arrived to his
afliftance ; and Nejeeb Cawn reached the borders of Nejeeb Cawn’s
country, where he met with a detachment of Marhattas that had
been fent round to cut oft the fupplies of provifions coming to the
Rohilla camp, and put them to the rout. After this he propofed
an accommodation between the contending parties; and a negotiation
enfued, which he contrived to protract till the Abdallee were ad-
vanced as near as Pannceputt, when the vizir was obliged to march
back with precipitation to prevent their feizing the city ; and Shuja
Dowla, who thought his prefence no longer neceflary, returned to
his province. 'The vizir caufed a fhiong entrenchment to be thrown
acrofs the road leading fiom Pannecputt to Shahjehanabad, and en-
camped behind it, waiting the approach of the encmy. st the 'mean
time Dettajee "Toppul, whom the Abdallee had lately driven from
Lahoor, was detached with part of the army to obflru@ the enemy’s
march, and fell in with the van, commanded by Jehan Cawn, by
whom he was attacked, and his army routed, himfelf being flain in
the flight.  Jehan Cawn continued his march, whilft the Abdallee,

ez
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quitting the direct road by the advice of Nejecb Cawn, turred off to
the left, in order to favour the jun@ion of the Rohillas, who were
haftening to him through the defiles of Coonjpoora.  Then pafling
by the vizir, lLe fuddenly arrived at the capital, of wbich he took

pofleflion without oppofition.

The vizir, intimidated by this uncxpecled ftroke, durft not ftand
the enemy, but fled to Akbarabad. The Abdallee leaving Yacoob
Allee Cawp to command in the city, and to put a ftop to the difor-
ders committed there by his people, purfued the vizir and cut to
pieces many of the Marhattas and Mogul troops in their Hight,—
From Akbarabad the vizir fled to the Jauts, with whom he had
made peace a little before the entrance of the Abdallce. The con-
quering army continued the purfuit to that city, and, taking poficflion
of it, halted therc. 'T'he vizir and Junkoojcc fent advices of the
unhappy turn of their affairs to Malhar Row, and entreated him to
come to their relief; he inftantly obeyed the fummons, and marched
to them. During this time the Abdallcc having recruited his people,
left Akbarabad, and advanced towaids the enemy, who declined
coming to action, and fhut themfelves within a ftrong fortrefs be-

longing to the Jauts.

Notwithftanding the expected union of Malhar Row, the vizir
faw that he fhould ftill be in little capacity of withftanding the
power of the Abdallee. He, therefore, fent a vackeel to the Ro-
hillgs to defire their mediation with the Abdallec for obtaming a
peace;, and if. they approved .of .the motion, that Hafiz Rahmut
Cawn might come and fettle the conditions.. The Rohiilas con-'

2.
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fented, and fent Hafiz Rahmut Cawn to the vizir. ‘The demands
of the Abdallee were limited to two krore* of rupees, which
the vizir confented to pay, offering to give thirty lacks upon the
fpot, and affignments on the country for the remainder. At this
interval Malhar Row arrived, and annulled the treaty. Both armies
therefore prepared to renew the war, ‘The vizir continued in the
fortre(s, and the Marhattas marched out to meet the Abdallee.—
Malhar Row commanded the van of the former, Jehan Cawn led
on the latter. They met the Marhattas, were defeated, and fled to
Jeypore, a country of Rajepoots, governed by Raja Jeyfing ; the
vizir followed.

The feafon being far advanced, and the Abdallees ufed to a more
northern climate, being unable to fuftain the fevere heats which now
came on, the army returned to Annoopthehr, a place on the borders
of Nejeeb Cawn’s territories, and not far diftant from the capital,
where quarters were provided for them by Nejeeb Cawn, on the
north-eaft fide of the Jumna. On their way they befieged the fort
of Sabitgher, and took it

From Annoopfhehr the Abdallee fent his Naffuckchees with letters
to Allce Gowher and Shuja Dowla, offering the throne to the former,
and the vizarut to the Jatter. They arnived firft with Shu;a Dowla,
who difmifled them with jetters nf Jis own0,the prince, yxﬂipg
him to feize dthe oocafion, and sctia to Hindeflaun.

# “Two mijlion flesling,



A:D. 1759.] SHAH-AULUM. 19

“This prince had, notwithftanding his defeat laft year, thought
himfelf in a capacity this to renew his attempts upon the province
of Bahar; and being invited by Camgar Cawn, the Zemindar of
Mey, who had lately efcaped from imprifonment, and other male-
contents, advanced as far as Safferam, when he heard of his father’s
tragical end. He immediately caufed a throne to be made, and
affTumed the imperial dignity, taking upon him the name of Shah-
Aulum. He wrote to all the potentates of the empire, requiring
them to acknowledge his title ; and fent a khiliut for the vizarut to
Shuisl’P_owla. That Nabob accepted of the honours conferred upon
him, ftruck coins in the name of Shah-Aulum, and wrote to the

Abdallee and the Rohillas in behalf of the new king.

Soon after the Nafluckchees arrived at the prince’s camp with the
letters from the Abdallee and Shuja Dowla. He returned a fuitable
anfiver to the former ; and to the latter he replied, that after the re-
duction of Bahar and Bengal, he would return to take poffeffion of
the throne ; but that he would never depart till he had wiped off the
difgrace which his honour had fuffered in thofe provinces.

ShuJa Dowla, who waited only to learn the prince’s refolutions,
as Toon as he had received: his anfwer, left him to profecute his de-
f %rﬁs?on ﬁcngal and fet out with his forces for the camp of the
Abdattes” who had fent him repeated fimmdns to attend him.  As
foor: as he was Hiadr Knnoopfhehr, the Abdallee fent forwards His
own vizir to meet him, and bring him in ftate to the camp; where
he was received as the WHY P HE 3¢ king, and prefented in per-
fon with a khillut for that purpofe.

D
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Malbhar Row, after his defeat, had written to Ballajee, reprefenting
the neceflity of his coming himfelf in perfon, or fending a large
army to retricve the Marhatta power in Hindoftaun.  Ballajee was
then at war with Salabut Jung, the fubahdar of Deccan, whom he
had reduced to great diftrefs.  But upon the news of Malhar’s ill
fuccefs, he accepted of a compofition from Salabut Jung, who ceded
to him a confiderable part of the province of Aurungabad; and a
peace was concluded between them.

Ballajee being now at liberty to purfue the war with greater vigor
in Hindoftaun, raifed a vaft army of 100,000 men, and fent it
under the command of his own fon, Bifiwaffrow, His illegitimate
brother, Shemfheer Bahader, Sedathewrow, Ibraheem Cawn Gar-
dee, Antajee Mankefer, Appajee, Jeyajee, and Rogojee, were the
principal men that attended Biffwaffrow. They proceeded diretly
to the country of the Jauts, and were met by the vizir, Malhar, and
the Jauts, on the banks of the river Beea. The river Jumna, which
lay between the two armies, being fwelled to a great height by the
rains, they were cbliged onteach fide to remain inactive.

During this interval Biffwaffrow propofed to the Abdallee a peace
upon the fame conditions which were formerly made with Nadir
Shah. The Abdallee rejected thefe offers-with difdain, and on his
part derhanded that the Marhattas, whom he reproachfully filed the
Zemindars of Deccan, fhould return to their.own territorigs, -nor
advance beyond the river Nerbudda, which was to be the baundary
of their junfdiction: that +his-own pawes:fhduld, extend:abfaridy
Panneeputt and Carnal : and that the revenues of the empire fhowld
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be- colleted by the officers of the crown, who fhould duly pay. the
Marhattas their chout; in the colle@ion of which the Marhattas
fhould have no concern. As ncither fide would recede from their
own conditions, the negotiations had no other effect than to take up

the time which they could not make ufe of to a better advantage.

The city of Shahjehanabad was ftill in the hands of Yacoob
Allee Cawn, the governor left in it by the Abdallee with only 2000
men, of which about g0o were Abdallees.  Biffwaflrow no fooner
learnt the weak ftaic of the garrifon, than he befieged the city, of
which' he foon becamec mafter, and difinifled Yacoob Allee Cawn,
without any other injury than fripping him and his people of their
effeéts. He was no fooner maftér of the city, than he difpoflefied
all the officers appointed by the vizir, and treated him with-fo much
neglect, that he left the army in difguft, and encamped with a few,
followers at Carna-pahree, about two cofe from the Marhatta

camp.

It is probable that at this time they had entered into private en-
gagements with Shuja Dowla, to acknowledge him vizir. He
arrived fhortly after at the camp of the Abdallee; who, by the ad-
vice of the Rohillas, fent him to the Marhattas with freth propofals
of ‘peace ; ‘aid the Jauts were defired to aé as mediators. « He was
received in the charadter of vizir, and with marks of friendfhip, by
Biffwaffrow ; ‘who immediately difmiffed Rajah Dileer Sing, Gaz-
aoddeen €awn’s Vackéc};bfr'om his' prefence and from the"camp.—é-“
Gazooddéen Cawn heing thus rejected by all parties, and deprived

D %
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of all hopes of redrefs, retired into the country of the Jauts, who
afforded hum a fubfiftence.

‘The particulars of the negotiation carried on by Shuja Dowla are
not well known. Two months wese confumed in various con-
forences, without any nearer profpect of peace. It appears, however,
that he was not altogether 1dle, from what pafled during this interval.
Each of the powers that fided with the Abdallece were guided by
their own feparate interefts. In onc thing they all concurred, which
was an univerfal enmity to Gazooddeen Cawn. Befides this, Shuja
Dowla had other material pomnts in view, the fuccefs of the caufe in
which he had engaged with the prince Allee Gowher, and his own
confirmation in the vizarut. Gazooddeen Cawn was already re-
moved. The prince’s title was publicly acknowledged by the Ab-
dallee : nothing was wanting to eftablith his authority but the con-
currence of the Marhattas. To obtain this feems to have been the
bufinefs of Shuja Dowla’s private confercnces with the Marhattas,
The refult was, that Biffwaflrow declared Allee Gowher king, and
placed his fon on the koorfee *, as regent of the empire, during his
father’s abfénce. One condition on which this appointment was
made, was a prefent of five lacks to Biuflwaflrow, for which the
mother of the young prince gave her jewels in pledge to the Ma-
rhattas. This ftep could not but alarm the Abdallee, who was 1n-
cenfed againft Shuja Dowla as the promoter of it. Another cir-
cumftance which happened prefently after, ferved to add to his
fufpicion of Shuja Dowla. Coonjpoora is a firong fortified city
belonging to the Rohillas, fituated about feven days journey to 't

* A chiir of ftatc.
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north-weft of Shahjehanabad. Abdooffummut Cawn, the Phoj-
dar of Pannecputt, refided here on the part of the Abdallee, and
Kootub Cawn on that of the Rohillas. The Marhattas marched
ag;;linﬂ this place, intending to beficge 1t, and were met by Abdoof-
fummut Cawn, and Kootub Cawn, who gave them batile, but
were defeated, and rctreated to the city. The Maihattas, without
allowing them time to recover from the cffects of their defcat, en-
tered the place by ftorm, and put the garrifon and inhabitants to the
fword, and became mafters of the city, wherein was found an im-
menfe booty. 'I'hc two chiefs were taken prifoners, and fent to
Biflwaffrow, who flew Abdooflummut Cawn, and imprifoned the
Rohilla. 'The Abdallece no fooner heard of this lofs, than he flew
mto the moft violent rage. The river which was ftill very high
preventing him from attacking his enemies, he vented his refent.
ment on Shuja Dowla, whom he accufed as a traitor and an incen-
diary, and commanded him to depart from his atmy. By the in-
terceflion of the Rohillas, he was {oon prevailed upon to pardon and
recall him; but as his fidelity was fhil fufpected, he would not fuf-
fer him to encamp within his lines. 'The lofs of a place of fo
much confequence, and the mortification of fcemg his cnemny carry
on his fuccefles with impunity, determined him upon immediate
revenge. He mounted lus elephant, and rode directly into the
river, refolvad to difcover if poflible fome part where it was ford-
able; but the water, .wherever he attempted a paflage, rofe higher
thar the elevated trunk of the elephant. Impatient of longer delay,
he commanded his army to follow lum, and puthing into the midft
of the fiream, he {wam over to the oppofite bank. His troops,.
animated by the example of their leader, did the fame, and ina fow
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hours the whole army was. fafely landed on the other fide of the
river, with very little lofs, which fell chiefly to the fhare of Shuja
Dowla.

As foon as he had 1anged lns forces in order, he marched without
delay to the capital, hoping to {uize 1t before the Marhattas could
arrive to its 1ichief; but he found 1t fo well gairifoned, that, having
no artillery, he was obliged to detill from the attempt, and turn his
attention towards Biffwafliow, who was advanang towards him.
'They met, and the Marhattas were dofeated. It does not appear
that this engagement was very decifive.  Some accounts even make
it texminate in favour of the Marhattas; but this is hardly probable.
From thus period nothing of confequence happened till the beginning
of January. Both armies continued in their encampment. The
Abdallee at Schaleh, four cofe eaft of Pannecputt, and the Marhattas
at Segher, clofe to Panneeputt. About the month of December a
reinforcement of 15,000 men joined the Abdallee, and the Marhat-
tas received a fypply of treafure, faid to be thirty-feven lacks, con-
ducted by an efcort of 8,000 men from Deccan. The Marhattas
were now fo much inferior to the Abdallee and his allies, that they,
durft not flir {rom their camp, but kept themfelves confined within,
a ftrong entrenchment; whilft the Abdallee remained mafter of the
country round them, and cut off all their {fupplies of prowifiens,

Delee] Cawn Rohilla, the %q:}g%ar of Caonjpgera, the capital

of which fhll remained in pofleffion, of the Marhattas, marched intg

that country, and facked all the villageg, frans, whence the cnemy,
mught receive any fupplies; whilt other dutachments, committed: the.
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like ravages in other parts; the Marhattas all the time lying inaive,
nor daring to oppofe them. They were at length reduced to the
greateft ftreights; their provifion was wholly confumed, and the
people and cattle daily wafting away by famine. In this diftrefs,
which every day rendered morc deplorable, Biffwaffrow affrmbled
the chiefs, and it was unanimoufly refolved to truft to the dcfperate
hazard of a battle, rather than thus to perifh by hunger. This being
determined on, the whole army marched out of the entrenchments,
and on the morning of the 14th of January advanced téwards the
enemy. They were now within two cofe of the camp of the
Abdallee, when he marched out to reccive themi., "*When both
armies came in fight of cach other, they cannonaded one another
till towards noon, when they came to clofe engagement with their
battle-axes. 'The fight was mamtained with great dbflinacy, and
various fuccefs, till towards the clofc of the day, when the advan-
tage feemed to be on the fide of the Marhattas, who had penetrated
even to the Abdallee’s camp. At this junctuie, a body of Fickeers
in the fervice of Shuja Dowla rufhed in amongit the foremoft of the
Marhattas with fuch intrepidity and fuccefs, as gave a turn to the
battle. The Marhattas, unable to withftand fo fierce a conflict, gave
back. ‘The affulants purfued their fuceefs, and foon after the rofit
becaie univerfal. Many thoufands of the Marhattas were ffain’id
the fight, and in the purfuit, which was continued the next day;
apd the reft, difperfed about the country, werc maffacred and plun-
dﬁéﬂ‘ by the Zemititlars, or efi‘aﬁ?ﬁ"'aﬂd joined by degrees their
fémf“cdtﬁmanders‘”ﬂﬁhém{hééﬁ ‘Bihader, and Ibrahctm Cawn
G2 “with moft of Rk W“b&ng‘ on foot, were flain.  Shel’
SBBTIRT e "principht "ot Hidér Biffwaflrow, “poifoned his
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women to prevent thar fallthg into the hands of the conquero}, and
’ed towards Narnowl! in the 10ad to Deccan. Biffwaffrow, Mal.
har Row, Junkojec, and other chiefs of note, are {aid to have been
amongt the flain; but this is not certain.  All accounts concur in
icprefeating the Abdallee’s victory as complete.  Shuja Dowla, to
whofc bravery and condu@ the fuccefs was chiefly owing, wus
honoured by the Abdallee with moft fignal marks of his approba-
tion. ‘That monarch embraced him after the battle, ftiled him in
form his fon, and caufed the viay to be proclaimed and regiftered
in his name.  On the 16th of January, by the command of the
\bdalkee, proper officers were fent by Shuja Dowla and Nejeeb
Cawn to take poffeflion of the Marhatta Camp at Segher, and to
take an account of the plunder, which was invaluable, confifting
of the whole artillery, tents, elephants, horfes, camels, and other
cattle and baggage, with a vaft treafure,

Naroo Sanker, the Marhatta governor of Shahjehanabad, fled the
day after the action towards Akbarabad, with all his effeéts and
treafure ; the later of which muft have been’ very confiderable, as
his government had been a continued fcene of rapine and extortion,
It is faid, that he was ftopped in the way by order of Soorujmul
the Jaut, ffnppcd ‘of. all his 111-gotten wealth, and left to purfue‘tis
journey, in equal diftréfs and tetror, to Akbarabad. The niext day,
a detahment fent by Shuja Dowla entered the city, and took pef.
feffion of the place’ and Jehian” Cawst; the former Subahdar; who
Bad pained the aﬂb&i%s‘fg’fnéhc people by his moderate and-juft
adminiftration, was e‘ki)e&cd there fhortly fn thé fame capaciiy®
the 16th, Mirza Bawher, “the 'foh of AHEL GowherFrall™

i
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attended by his court, to vifit the Abdallec, and congratulate him
en his viGory.

It will be proper now to take a fhort fketch of the affairs of Ben-
gal. The princeaffembled an immenfe army, defeated Rajah Ram-
marain, who then’ commanded the forces of ]aer Ally Cawn in
Baha‘r,,wbut was foon after attacked and worfted by the young Nabob
and Major Caillaud, By the advice of Camgar Cawn, he fuddenly
pafled by the young Nabob, and entered the province of Bengal by
the paffes of the mountains; but was fo clofely purfued, that de-
ipamng of fuccefs, he returned by the fame road, and without
‘,loﬁng time laid clofc fiege to Patna, which was gallanny dcfcndcd
bby the Englith garrifon, till the arrival of C aptam Knox with a
detachment of Luropeans and Seapoys, who relieved it. The prmcc
lmmcdiately raifed the fiege and retired to Tckarrec, where he paf-
fed the rains. The young Nabob and Major Caillaud arrived foon
after. Sometime was fpent in the purfuit of Khaudim Huffein
Cawn,  Naib of Purnca, who had fided with the prince, But the
campaign was put an end to fooner than was intended by the fudden
death of the young Nabob twho was ftruck by lightening. The
troops. took up their quarters in Patna In the month of Oétobcr
the. Nabob Jaffer Ally Cawn refigned his government to his fon-in-
law . Coffim Ally Cawn, and retired to Calcutta.

After the rains the two armies agam took the field. A trcaty of
pcatimwgs fet on foot ’o " b;okc off through the means of Camgar
% At(length Majo&wgmac,rwho commandcd the Enghfh
{orqgsﬁ,mmarghed againft the prince, on the 1sth of January, and

E
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attacked and beat him, taking M. Law and the French party pri-
foners. He purfued the prince very clofely for fome days, till the
latter found himfelf {o ftreightened, that he ofiered to throw himf{elf
upon the prote¢tion of the Englith, which was accepted ; and on
the 8th of January he joined the Englith camp, and procceded with

them to Patna.

The province of Allahabad, including the diftrit of Corah,
eftimatcd at the yearly revenue of twenty-two lacks of rupees, was
afligned him in guarantee by the Company ; and, in addition, to
render his eftablifhment fplendid, the Britifh governor, in behalf of
the Company, agreed to pay into his majefly’s tieafury the annual
{fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees from the revenues of Bengal.—
In return for thefe conceffions, Shah-Aulum direéted a firmaun to be
made out, conftituting the Englifh Eaft-India Company perpetual
Dcwaun of the rich and fertile provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and

Oriffa, affording a revenue of three millions fterling.

The city of Allahabad was feleCted for his majefty’s refidence,
where he kept his court in great fplendSur.

The provifion thus made for, Shah-Aulum was certainly ample,
and the terms diGtated by a {pirit of confiftent liberality.

Surrounded \ by his moft faithful fervants, in the 1?0f0m of his
family, and under the generous fafeguard of the Britifh nation, had
Shah-Aulum properly appreciated his fituation, he might no doubt

have paffed the remainder of .his days in tranguillity and comfost,
2
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It would appcar, however, that this prince’s difpofition and
capacity has been imperfectly underftood by his contemporaries.—
The early part of his life had been active and enterprifing ; and his
conduét in extricating himfelf from the violeuce of Gazooddecn
e¢xhibited a fpirit of great gallantry and energy of mind. But
weak, effeminate, and irrefolute, he fuffered himfelf to be wholly
ruled by the will of others. Though apparently fatisfied in his ex-
terior behaviour, Shah-Aulum, even from the moment of his fettlc-
ment at Allahabad, fighed in fecret for the pleafures of the capital,
and was ambitious of rc-aflcending the throne of his anceftors; under
this impreffion, he unhappily fuffered himfelf to be buoyed up by
the promifes of the Marhatta chiefs, and by the unworthy advice
of his own counfellors, who, big with the hope of ruling with un-
controlled {way, urged their {overeign to throw off this dependance
on the Englith, aflert his own rights, and march to Delhi.

Accordingly, after an unquiet refidence of five years at Allahabad,
the emperor ventured on an ill-judged rath experiment, which proved
a fource of inceffant misfortune to himfclf and family ; and which
the woeful experience of twenty-fix years of anxiety, forrow, and
trouble, has but too fatally demonftrated.

Not, however, to anticipate the feries of events detailed. in the
following volume, we proceed to relate the particular circumftances
thit gave rife to this extraordinary refolution of Shah-Aulum *.

amplc details of the tr;mfa&xons, from the deceafe of Mahmud Shah until
176 5, haVe been given by Colonel Dow and Captain Jonathan Scott, the author has
deemed it eixgz‘ble to treat of thofe events with brevity.

2
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CHAP. IL

Snan-Avius refides ar ALLanasap—Nrjees AL Dowran
at DELHI~— Succinét Account of the MARUATTAS — The
MARHATTAS 1nvite the King to return 10 DELH1—Negotia-
tions—King [ets out——Arrival at DELH].

SHAH-AULUM, thus eligibly fituated, in the bofom of his
family, and furrounded by fome of his moft faithful fervants, might
now have fecured himfelf a fafe and honourable afylum for the re-
mainder of his days. But it was the misfortune of this prince to
be fwayed by the counfels of defigning perfons, who, on the king’s
return to his capital, forefaw a renewal of their own confequence,
and an opportunity afforded for the gratification of their ambitious

views.

Buoyed up by the flattering profpe&t of afeending the throne of
Timour, and enjoying the luxury and fplendour of the capital, Shah-
Aulum was perfuaded to liften to the overtures which, about this
time, were made him by the Marhatta nation. The power of sthis
nation, though flowly recovering from the effeéts of the fatal defeat
at Panneeputt, was ftill formidable. Their dominions, in 1770,
were bounded on the weft by the country of the Rathore Rajpoots ;
and to fouth wefl, including the festile provnmé of . Guzerat, Te;vc,-
tended to the Indian ocean, Their eaftern conﬁnc touched ghc ﬁ%‘“
tremity of Bahar and the Cuttack province, bounded.on that fMy

1
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the Soobanrecka*. On the north by the Chumbul, a large and
majeftic niver which rifes in the centrical parts of the Rathore moun.
tains, and, after trav’erﬁng fome of the moft fertile parts of Hina
doftaun, difcharges itfclf into the Jumna on the confines of Dinde.

Within this widely-extended circuit were included the ancient
kingdoms of Baglana and Becjapore, acquired by the valour of
Sevajee, founder of the empire, the provinces of Beiar and Bundel-
cund, Malwah, Cundcith, and Guzurat.

Poonah, a large and opulent, but unfortified, city, diftant 100
miles north of Bombay, is the piefent capital of the Marhatta
nation.

In the latter years of the reign of Shah Jchan, Sewqree, a noble
Marhatta, who drew his lineage from the ancient fovereigns of
Deccan, laid the foundation of his country’s grandeur. Through a
feries of bold operations, attended by uncommon fuccefs, he bafled
every attempt of the great Aurengzechb to depicls his power; and,
during the reign of that prince, he enlarged and extended his ter-
ritory‘,- and died in the plenitude of his power and fovereign fway
over fome ofs the richeft provinces in Deccan . His fon and fuc-
ceffor, Sambajec, was weak and diffolute; but Rajah Saboo, the

# A river which divides Bengal from the Cuttack province.

t In this brief detail of the Marhatta ftates, the author has prmcxp'\lly followed the
mtemﬂmg reports of the fele committce of the houfe of commons on the firflt and
fecox{u Marhatta wars.  Mr, Orme’s valuable hiftorical fragments have alfo been can.

ﬁﬂte& ‘Oééﬁm'ial?y. )
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third of the family, enjoyed a long and fuccefsful reign. Undet
his aufpices the Marhatta leaders, ifluing from their ftrong holds in
the mountains, dcfeended mto the plains of Hindoftaun ; and by a
fucceflion of rapid and brilliant victories, overwhelmed the tottering
fabric of the Mogul power, and fhook the throne of Timoor to its

foundations.

On the death of Sahoo, the authoiity of Serajee’s family firft ex-
hibited fymptoms of decline. The great lords of the empire took
advantage of the fituation of an infant {overcign ; and, affuming an
independant authority, erected the famous office of Pajfbwab, or
Dire¢tor-general of the affairs of the empire: which, in time, em-
braced every department of the ftate, and totally eclipfed the in-

fluence of the royal family.

Bajerow Balajee, the firft Paifhwah, was a man of great abilities,
To the bravery of an intrepid foldier and fkilful gencral, he added
political {agacity ; and after a long and fuccefsful adminiftration,
had the fingular good fortune to tranfmit his authority unimpaired,
and his intluence undiminithed, to his family and defcendants.

A fucceflion of Paithwahs after Bajerow continued- to direét the
2ffajrs of the Marbatta flate, until the middle of the prefent déntury.
During this period the reprefentative of the royallin¢':of:Btvajee,
immured within, the fortrefs of Sittarah, exhbited only. the-pageant
of a fovereign. The idle ceremony of invefting each fucceflive
Paifhwah in his office, the only a& of royalty which he was’ pel-
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mitted to exercife, ferved but to render him an object of pity and
degradation in the eyes of the princes of Hindoftaun,

The great Jaghcerdars, or hereditaty landholders, among the
Marhattas, poffeficd on their own cftates a lnd of fovereign au-
thority ; and the terms by wliach they held their domains bore

ftriking fimilarity to the ancient feudal {yftem of many countiies in

Europe.

In times of war, indeed, when the public exigencies of the ftate
required, thefe chiefs weie obliged not only to furnifl. their quota
toward the geneial ftock, but alfo to appear in the field at the head
of their followers, to dcfend the great banner of the empire,  When
the time of that fervice eapired, they returned ta their Jagheers what
they enjoyed in perpetuity, converting the revenues foldy to their
own ufe. Nor would- they, though frequently called upon by the

Paithwah’s minifters, confent to any diminution therein,

Confcious of their own ftrength and internal iefources, thefe
hardy chiefs were fatisfied with paying a nominal allegiance ts the
commands of the Paithwah ; and as they increafed in numbers be-
came more daring, till at length they threw off the yoke; and the
energy and aétivity which the firft Paithwahs had difplayed ccafing,
the Jagheerdars eftablithed themfelves in independance of the court
of Poonah.

‘A'I‘a&h,i&,;fp far reduced the influence of the Paithwah family as to
give the Marhatta nation the appearance of a great military republic,
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umted by general mtcxeﬁs, but divided and diftin& in the opmtson

of its various cxecutive bmnchcs in which fuuatxon it remams to
the prefent day. At the period now commemoratmg Madl‘oo
Row Nerrain held the office of Paithwah at the court of Poonah |
By an early application to bufinefs, he contrived to uphold lus
authority againft the intrigues of his numerous enemies, and to r¢n-

der his anthority rcfpe&cd

'On the other, hand, three powerful families in the ftate were
fecretly endcavouring to undermine the authority of the Paxfhwah
and ercét their own -on its -ruin. The family of Bhonfelah
rulers of the province of Berar, w lmh they held in jaghxrc from
R'\Jah Sahoo. Moodajee Bhonfelah at this. time- ruled .over_ that
province, and is well known to the Britifh nanon . Allied by blood
to the royal family of Sevajee, this chief was conﬁdercd with: thc
higheft refpect by the whole Marhatta nation; and having- eﬂa-
“blithed his authority on a found baﬁs, he is looked up to by all
parties as a_proper counterpoife to the influence and ovcr'-wcenmgi
ambition of the court of Poonah. . 2., Pillagee Guicawar, or the:
herdfman, whofc anceﬁons wreftcd from the Mogul Furrok Scﬁx”

* See seports of the fclett committees &c.
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The Marhatta force when united might amount to 150,000 men,
the major part of which being horfemen, were accuftomed to a de-
fultory and predatory mode of warfare, entirely deftitute of fcience
or difcipline, but formidable from their numbers and cnergetick
method of attack.  The Maihattas then, as already remark-
ed, having recovaed m a great meafure the fhock fuffained
in their late defeat, appeared ready to renew their efforts, and inter-
pofe in the tranfactions of the court of Delht.  Three chieft of note,
Tookajee, Smduh, and Befgee, had for fome time paft tahen a
favourable pofition with a laigc foice to the northward of the river
Chumbul, in the vicinity of the town of Futtah Pore  Nujech Al
Dowla, who had been placed at the head of the adminiftration at
Delhi, continued 1 that fituation with great credit to himfelf and
benefit to the ftate. An able politician, a valorous foldier, 2nd
pleafant and aftable 1 his manners and demecanour, he ganed the
confidence of the Delhians, and his influence was found fufficient to
uphold the royal authority in the fmall portion of authority which it
ftill retaned. Nujeeb Al Dowla, who was cqually defirous with
the king’s friends for his majefty to return to Delhi, readily entered
into the views of the Marhattas on that head. He had morcover a
more forcible argument to infpire him with that refolution. The
Jauts, who, notwithftanding their late difafter in the lofs of Sooruj
Mull, their fuvourite chief, had made head again under his fon and
fucceflor, Jowaher Sing, and threatened Dclhi with the horrors of a
fiege. In this critical fituation, the minifter entered into an alliance
with the Marhatta leaders, and in concert with them, invited Shah-
Aulum to return to his capital. ‘The Marbattas who had an army
confifting of 30,000 horfe, if fincere in their profeflions of

F
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meliorating the king’s fituation, certainly pofiefled the means, totally
independer.t aither of the Bntifh or any other nation in Hindoftaun,
But it cannot be denied that theu chief aim in uniting with the mia
nifter, and a concurrence with the king’s inclinations, were not dic-
tated by a gencious regard for his interefts, but intirely with a view

to their own aggrandifement.

They expe&ted when Shah-Aulum, through their afliftance, thould
be eftablifhed at Delhi, the whole management of affairs would be
placed in their hands, and were determined that neither Nujeeb Al
Dowla nor any other munifter fhould poffefs influence in the ftate.
This intention, indeed, appearcd manifeft throughout the negocia-
tions ; conformably to the charactenftic policy of their nation, they
inftructed their agent to announce to the king the reward they ex-
pected for their interference, in the prefent cntical ftate of affairs,
and made a previous, though fecret, ftipulation for a ceflion of the

provinces of Corah and Allahabad to be delivered over to them for ever.

To thefe demands, however exorbitant, Shah-Aulum, impatient
of his confinement at Allahabad, and eager te fet out on his in-
tended journey, yielded a ready affent. Nujeeb Al Dowla, when he
wrote at this time to the king, recapitulated the circumftances that
led to the prefent ofters of the Marhatta leaders, and earneftly prefe
fed the neceffity of his {peedy appearance at the capital. ¢ By
*¢ this ftep,” faid he, *¢ the defigns of your enemies will be fruf-
‘ trated, and the rebels punithed; and I fhall have the fingular
¢« fatisfaction of feeing your majefty, before I die, feated on the throne
** of your illuftrious anceftors, and reftored to imperial authority:



A. D, 1770.] SHAH-AULUM. 35

A few days after writing the above letter, this able minifter, at an
advanced age, having laboured under a complication of diforders,
expired, to the great dctriment of the king’s intaefts, and the
general regret of the inhabitants of Delhi, who flill continue to
{peak of his adminiftration m terms of refpectful grantude. This
occurrence, however untoward, made no alteration in the plan
laid down; on the contrary, the king appeared moie eager than be-
fore to commence his capedition; and notwithftanding the {ilutary
advice of the Enghith goveinment, the intreatics of the vizir, or the
remontftrances of {uch of his {urvants who were attached to his real

interefts, he perfifted m hus defign.

Previous to Shah-Aulum’s departure, his munifter, Muncer Al
Dowlah, who had alréady made two journeys into Deccan to concert
meafures with the Marhatta chicts, was now for the laft time fent
by the king to Calcutta to demand the approbation of the Britifh
government on his intended movement. But here he met with a
pofitive refufal; convinced of the imprudence of the ftep his majefty
was abeut to take, the council ftrongly remonftrated againit it;
they told Muneer Al Dowlah that the king was throwing away the
fubftance to gra{p a thadow, and facrificing his folid and fubftantial
interefts to the vain ahd idle gratification of refiding in the imperial
palace; they warned him againft the impolicy of placing confidence
in the Marhattas, the very people whofe perfidious condu¢t and in-
fatiable ambition had already proved fo fatal to many of his auguft
family: They finally prediced that the prefent meafure was equally
dangérous and deftructive to his real benefit, as it would undoubtedly
heweafter prove diftrefling to his recolle¢tion. With thefe fenti-

F 2
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ments, certainly honourable to themfelves, the council of Calcutta
difmifled Muneer Al Dowlah. But though the Britifh government
declined to fanction the king’s departure from their prote&ion, they
permitted him to rctamn 1n his fervice fome battalions of Seapoys
which had been trained and difaiphined after the Emopean method,
having firft, however, withdrawn their own officers. With thefe
and otha aids, particularly a large {upply from the vizir, and the
exertions of the Mogul nobles, Shah-Aulum was enabled in the
fpring of 1771 to affemble an army of about 16,000 men. At his
departure, Shuja Al Dowla, the vizir, prefented a magnificent paith-
cuth, or offering, with four lacks of rupecs in {pecie. He likewife,
in concert with the commander in chief of the Britith forces, ac-
companied his majefty to the fronticrs of the Corah province; when
having again renewed their folicitations to detain the king, but
without effe&t, they took their leave.

On the road, intelligence was received of the death of Ahmud
Khan Bungeifh, the Nawaub of Furookhabad: on which the army
halted, and a meffage was fent by the king’s minifters to the guar-
dians of the infant Nawaub, Muzuffur Jung, to demand the arrears.
due as paifhcuth to the royal treafury for feveral years.

This action, confidering the unprotected ftate of the young Na-
waub, was confidered as oppreflive and unjuft ; but it was vehe-
mently defended by the minifters, on the principle of his majefty’s
want of abulity to enforce his right until the prefent period.

Haffam Al Dowlah and other noblemen had a conference with
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the guardians of the young Nawaub ; at which it was agreed that
paithcuth of four lacks of rupees fhould be given on the pait of
Muzuftur Jung ; for which he was honoured by his majefty with
a khillut, and other marks of diftin¢tion; and a patent was dire@ed

to be iffued from the chancery oflice, confirmmg him Nawwb of

the diftrét.

The periodical rans being now fet in, the king ordered his army
to canton at Nabbce Gunje, a town thirty miles weft of Furooka-
bad, and in the hugh road to Ddhi. At this place Anunt Row, a
Marhatta vakeel, waited the arnval of the royal army.  He was

charged with the following propofitions for the king’s confideration :

1. 'That whatever balance of Chouz * was due from the crown to
the Pathwah family fince the ime of Mahmud Shah, fhould Le
faithfully difcharged. That whatever plunder might be acquired
during the war thould be equally divided between the Marhattas and
the Mogul troops.

2. That on the king’s arrival at Delhi, the Marhatta leaders thould
be confirmed m the pofleflion of their refpetive jagheers: and,
finally, for the purpofe of carrying on the war againft the Jauts and
others, the fum of five lacks of rupees thould be immediately ad-
vanced from the king’s treafury.

* The Chout is the tribute impofed by the Marhattas upon every part of Hindoftaun
that came under their authority fince their firft wrruptions. It fignifics one fourth part
of the net revenue of any ftate or province,
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Thefe propofals, at a time when his majefly was fo near his
capital, caufed lum extreme difguft. He percerved tvo well the
arrogant {pirit by which they weie diftated ; but confcious of his
own inability to refift or evade the fulleft compliance, he acquiefced
in the demand. The vakcel was gracioudly reccived ; and a few
days after the Nawaub Mujud Al Dowla and feveral of the nobility
arrived 1n the camp fiom Delhi, to vifit and congratulate his majefty
on his approach.  They brought with them from the Marhatta
chiefs a variety of coftly prefents; and many foldics of fortune and
adventurers having jomed the royal flandaid, the court exhibited a

gay and {plendid appearance,

The arrival of the Marhatta chicfs enhanced the general fatisfac-
tion ; and on a day appointed, Sindiah, Holkar, and Beefajee, were
introduced into the king’s prefence, and rcccived with marks of

diftinguithed refpect.

Every thing being now fettled, the army continued its march ;
and on the 25th of December, 1771, Shah-Aulum made his entry
into the capital with much pomp and fplendour, and amidft the
acclamations of all ranks of people.
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CHAP. III.

Proccedings againff Zasita Knnax—The MARUAT ras refufe to
divede the Plunder—Nujuir Kuan e high Fatewr—He
guarrels with t/e MARUATTAsS—1lie Defoar—2P.1 doned-—
Coffion of Corant und ALLAIABAD 20 thc MARHATT As—
Suvja Arn Dowvra maic/cs aguufp the MARNALT As—

MARHATTAS se/i¢ 70 Diccan,

THE firft obje® to which Shah-Aulum direéted his attention
after a few days repofc, was the punithment of Zabita Khan, fon
to the late mumifter, Nujeeb Al Dowlah. At the time of his father’s
death, this nobleman refided at Schaurunpoic, the capital of the

province of the famc name.

This province, fituated in the upper parts of the Dooab *, in the
vicimty of the Sewalick hills, m the latitude of 28-29. N. long.
77. 50. W. and about 70 miles Eaft of Delhi, was the jagheer
beftowed upon Nejeeb Al Dowlah, as a reward for the many fervices
rendered by him to the ftate. It commences under the Sewalick
lills, and is bounded on the north by the fortrefs of Ghofe Ghur,
eaft by Sakertaul on the Ganges; weft by the Purgannah of Seam.
lee; and fouth by the town of Meerut. The foil is fertile andi

% The country lying betwirt: the sivers Gangea and Jumna,
2
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luxurious, producing grain, fugarcane, and tobacco, in the greateft
abundance : and until injured by the various internal commoticns
which occurred during the twbulent reigns of Aurengzeeb’s fuc-

ceffors, 1t was cftccmed one of the moft festile parts of the empire.

Zabita Khan, not equally inclined to fupport the royal caufe as
his father had been, deemed the confufcd flate of the king’s affairs
a fit opportunity to facilitate his own ambitious views ; and fcarce
had his father expired, when he applied humfelf to raifing tioops,
who were chiefly Afghauns of his own tilbe, and 1n fortifying the
ftrong holds in his diftn¢t.  Among thefe was the poft of Sakertaul,
fituated fifty mules from the capital, on the weftern bank of the
Ganges. 'This place was felecled by Zabita Khan as the moft
eligible to make an advantageous ftand. He threw up ftrong en.
trenchments ; and having atlembled a numerous body of veteran
Rohillas, refolved to wait the attack of the royal army, now on the
way to punifh his rchcllion,

The king commanded in perfon, and under him was the Nawaub
Mirza Nujuff Khan, who began about this time to be noticed with
marks of particular regard by his majefty, which was the foundation
of his fuiure power. The Marhatta forces were fent on as an ad-
vance guard, and the king and Nujuff Khan followed with the re-
mainder of the troops.

Intelligence of the approach of the royal army being conveyed,to
Zabita Khan, he thought it better, by making a {pirited effort to
overcome his enemies in the field, than waiting behind his entrepeh-



AD 1771 SHAH-AULUM. 4t
ments. He accordingly advanced a few miles in front of his camp,
and offered battle to the king’s troops. The conte(t was bloody,
and for fome time doubtful ; the rebel chiefs, Sadut Khan and Syud
Khan, led on their troops with great fpirit; but the former being
unfortunately flain by a cannon ball, the Rohillas, difpirited at that
event, began to give way. Zabita Khan perceiving the difafter,
ordered a retreat, and was foon compelled to lcave the field of battle
with precipitation.  The Marhatta horfe, advancing with great ra-
pidity, commenced the purfuit of the flying enenﬁy on all fides, and
entering the camp along with the fugitives, they foon got poffeffion
of it, which rendered their victory complete. In the camp they
found a fine park of artillery, together with an immenfe plunder of
money, ftores, and valuable effects of every kind ; and the whole
of the family of Zabita Khan were made prifoners. .

This firft cflay augured favorably for the fuccefs of his majefty’s
arms ; but the avarice exhibited by the Marhattas in th¢ moment
of vitory caufed great difcontents among the king’s troops,
and laid the feeds of internal difcord and animofity. Notwithftand-
ing the ftipulations already recorded, which were entered into at
‘Nubbee Gunj, the Marhattas appropriated the greatéﬁ part of the
fpoil taken on this occafion to their own ufe. They fecured the
whole of the treafure, amounting to.a krore of rupees, without
oﬁ'ewmg to make. the fmalleft diftribution with their gallant col-

‘ "“The king, incenfed at this condud, complamed of it

rmth to the Marhatta leadérs, but without effec. * He found
: Biein "‘mﬂuencc too great to be fet afide, and ﬁhcrcforc ‘dlf.
bt the Mogul nobility neurithed a fecre hatred againft
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them, which they refolved to tnake manifeft on the firft opportunity
that was afforded them.

Meanwhile the army advanced, and took pofieflion of Sehaurun-
pore, together with other ftrong places in the neighbourhood ; fo
that, excepting the fort of Ghofe Ghur, the whole of the provimee
acknowiedged the king’s authonty. The family of Zabita Khan,
who had been taken in his camp, were by order of Shah-Aulum fet
at Iiberty, and fent with a ftrong efcort to the fort of Ghofc Ghur, it
being an inviolable maxim throughout Hindoftaun, and in general

moft religioufly obferved, to refpect the honour of the Haram *,

Having appointed a perfon to command in Sehaurunpore, and
fettled the affairs of the province, Shah-Aulum returned with the
army to Delhi.

The condu@ of the Marhatta chiefs in refufing to make a fair
diftribution of the fpoil acquired by the late victory, made a deep
impreflion on the mind of Shah-Aulum. The prefence of perfons
who had infulted his authority was irkfome to him ; and, in order
to be releafed from the reftraint which they impofed, he requefied
them to march their forces againft the Jauts, who had again affem-
bled in arms under the command of their chief, Rajah Nuwil Sing.
The Marhattas obeyed the order, and departed; but had not been
gone many days, when the king received authentic information that
they were in league with the rebel, Zabita Khan, who. had cajaled

* The Haram fignifies any females of the family, whatevetr may be their rank or
condition.
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them into his views, and’were actually on the point of concluding

a treaty with that nobleman,

Shah-Aulum, determined to make onc cffort to deftroy their in-
iquifous cabals, afked advice from Nujuff Khan. He propofed to
augment the Mogul army, and to raifc new levies with all poffible
cxpedition. The king, who knew his ability, and was convinced
of his attachment, rclied entirely on his exertions; and to give proof
of his confidence, he publicly beftowed on him the office of Pay-

mafter General of his forces.

Nujuff Khan in a fhort time affembled a confiderable body of
troops ; and to animate their zeal on the occafion, he declared it was
for the fole purpofe of protecting the perfon of his majefty againft

the infolent menaces of the Marhatta chicfs.

Thefe precautions were fufficiently juftified by the conduct of the
Marhattas, who, on their arrival in the country of the Jauts, inftead
of profecuting the war, were employed in fettling the terms of a
treaty with Zabita Khan. On the arrival of that chief in their
camp, it was ftipulated that, on his advancing a large fum of money,
they would return to Delhi, and on their arrival, in concert with
him, infitt DOt only on a pardon for his offences, but the inveftiture
- of the office of Amcer Al Omrah*, which his father had enjoyed.
Conformably to this agreement they ftruck their tents, and marched
towards Delhi. When arrived in the neighbourhood of that city,

® Cliief of the nobility, an office of thc higheft rank in Hindoftaun,
' G 2
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they fent a meffenger to hismajefty to require his compliance with
the demands aforementioned; but Shah-Aulum relying on the at-
tachment of the Mogul troops, and the fidelity of Nujuff Khan,
affumed a bolder tone, and difmiffed the meffenger with a pofitive
refufal.

Meanwhile the minifter by the king’s order led out his troops to
battle. He took poft near the monument of a Mahomedan devotee
without the walls of the city, oppofite the gate called Ajmere. His
army was well appointed, having a numerous artillery commanded
by a Irench officer. The Marhattas, who outnumbered their op-
ponents, were confident of fuccefs, and the attack commenced with
great fury on both fides, but an accident which happened to Nujuff
Khan, by the blowing up of an ammunition waggon, and which
caufed a confiderable lofs among his ticops, turned the fortunc of
the day in favour of the enemy, and with great difficuly the mi-
nifter was enabled to draw off a part of his army under fhelter of a
flight entrenchinent thrown up in hafle by the French commandant
of artillery. The Marhattas difliking to attack the entrenchment,
{uddenly wheeled off and attacked the gate of the city which was
near them, hoping to carry it; but Huffam Al Dowlah, who was
ftationed in that place, repulfed them with great intrepidity, till
finding they could not effet their purpofe, they fuddenly withdrew
their army, and retired to a {fmall diftance from the city.

From the iffue of the preceding day, the king faw too plaintyie
could not hope to prolong the conteft; and, at a confultation shich
he held with his Mogul officers, they with relutance advifed him

2
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to accommodatc matters with the encmy, and a negociation
accordingly commenced.  The Marhattas were again invited to
court, whither they repaired the enfuing morning, accompanied by
Zabita khan, who was pardoned, and moreover gratified with a
khillut, 1emnftated m his government of Schaurunpore, and
finally, appointed to the long-expected office of Amcer Al Qmrah.
It has been judged by many that thefe coneeflions fo degrading to
the king, were not wholly occafioned by his inability to refitt, but
partly frota the mtiigues of Huffam Al Dowlah, who, though he
bad behaved gallantly m the late attack, was known to be in the
intereft of the Marhattas.  Their tiiumph was now complete;
and to eftablith 1t in the cyes of all Hindoftaun, they athed and
obtained from his majefty funnuds * for the province of Corah and
Allahabad, which had by a folemn ticaty alrecady been granted to
the Englith.

Though Shah-Aulum acceded to this degradation with indigna-
tion and difguft, ngid impartiality demands that to his own weak-
nefs, cffeminacy, and indolence, be afcribed the real caufes of
his difgrace. His total want of energy in judging for himfelf,
made him always a ready and eafy prey to the defigns of the info-
lent or ambitious. Huffam Al Dowla, who had long been the
perfonal enemy of Nujuff Khan, took this opportunity of perfecut-
ing that nobleman to the utmoft. Supported by the Marhatta chiefs,
he publicly accufed Nujuff Khan as the fole advifer of the late per-
nicious meafures in effeting a breach betwixt his majefty and his
faithful adherents the Marhattas, and, that owing to his councils, the

* A gran:.
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affairs of the flate had fallen jnto diforder; he infifted therefore on
his immediate execution. The king, though well convinced of
the attachinent of Nujuff Khan, was incapable of affording bim
any protection at the prefent juncture; being entuely at the difpofal
of the tiiumphant paity, he would thacfore have fallen a viciim to
the malice of his enennes, had not his own refolute fpuit refcued

him.

When the aforementioned negociation commenced, Nujuff Khan,
who forefaw the gathering ftorm, had retiied prudently to his own
palace; there, animated by a generous mdignation at the unworthy
treatment he had reccived, he collected his friends and dependants
around him, and thefe to the number of 3,000, determined with
their lord to fhare his fortunes. Inftigated by Huflam Al Dowla,
the Marhatta forces were ordered to affault Nujuff Khan in his
palace; the affair began to wear a very ferious afpect, as from the
known bravery of the general, he could not be taken without a
defperate refiftance and much bloodthed. This, however, was
prevented by the interference of Trojakee Holkar; admiring the in-
trepidity of Nujuft Khan, and athamed of the part his country-
men were acting, this generous chief offered his mediation, which
was accepted, and Nujuff Khan direGted to repair to court in order
to receive his pardon. Accordingly, fhll attended by his faithful
adherents, who refufed to quit him, he repaired to the imperial
palace, where he was gracioufly received by his majefty, honoured
with 2 khillut, and appointed to the command of the army. For
this laft favour, he was indebted more to the complexion of affairs
than the inclinations of his enemies.
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During the late commotions wijthin the province of Delhi, others
of a very ferious nature had arifen from an oppofite quarter. The
Rohillas were on the eve of a memorable conteft, in which the in-
terefts of the Vizir Shuja Dowla, as hikewife thofe of the king, were
materially involved. 'The Marhattas, who during the two preceding
years had commutted every fpecies of violence and oppreflion, laying
wafte the countries through which they pafled, and infulting the
inhabitants, had, among other plices, made irruptions into the fine
province of Rohilcund, and by a baibarous fpecies of warfare in
deftroying the produce of the country, excited in that warlike tibe
a juft indignation. Not being of themfelves fufliciently numerous
to refift the encmy, they apphed to the vizir for afliftance, who, in
concurrence with the commander-in-chief of the Butith forces,
agreed to unite and expel the mvadas. Hafiz Rchumut Khan,
chief of the tribe, on this occafion, formed a ticaty with the vizir
and the Enghth, in which he agreed, m rctum for the afliftance
offered, to pay at the end of the war the fum of forty lacks of rupees
to the vizier. In thefe tranfuctions, Shah-Aulum had fecretly born
a confiderable part. Pehding the ticaty, he had puvatcdy confulted
with the agents of the vizir, and had moieover informed the Britith
government * 1t was now as much his carncfl defire to be nid of the
thraldom in which he was kept by the Marhattas, as he had before
been partial to them. He added, hikewife, that cvery exertion
thould be made on his part to counteiact their defigns by conftantly

giving intimation of their intended movements.

In-Yonfequence of thefe engagements, the forces of Shuja Al

* Scc felet reports, paffim,
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Dowla, accompanied by the Englith brigades, joined the Rohilla

army, who were ftationed on the fiontiers.  Pievious to this event,
a very large Marhatta army commanded by Holkar and Beefage
had croffed the Ganges, and laid wafle great part of the country ;
they wac howevar foon repulfed and driven back acrofs the river
with the utmoft precipitation.  The remamder of the Marhatta
army undur Sinduah, attended by Nujuff Khan, who, as already
mentioned, had becn ranflated 1 hus appomtment, now arrived, but
finding the 1ll fuccefs of their aflociates, and obferving the counte-
nance of the Britith troops, they held a confultation upon their fu-
turc operations  Fmding the fituation of affans hoftile to thewr
views, and knowing the king’s mind was now enticly eftranged
from them, they refolved for the prefent to return to Deccan, de-
termined to renew their ambitious fchemes as opportunity thould
offer. Agreeably to this refolve, Sindiah and Holkar firft, and
Befajee afterwards, withdrew their refpective troops, and taking
the route to Jypore, quitted Hindoftaun. Nujuff Khan returned to
Delhi with the Mogul troops.



Mirza Nujuff Khan Zulficar al Dowlah.
From anOruanal wn the Pefigjon of Jonalhan Soolt Esq”
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CHAP. 1V.

Adminifiration of Nuyvrr KnaNn—Conguefls in the JavTt Country
—Rupture betwint Suvya AL Dowra and the RoHILLAs—
Reduction of Rounxrncunv— Deferipiion of  thar Country—
Dcath of Snvja Dowva—decount of the Oune Family.

THE retreat of the Marhattas afforded Shah-Aulum the higheft
fatisfaction : freed from the vexations occafioned by their infolent
demecanour, he hoped he thould once more be cnabled to maintain
his authority in the ftate, and bring his affairs into a better train,—
He was refolved to place his whole confidence on Mirza Nujuff
Khan, who in cvery refpeét was well qualified for the important
truft. High fpirited, and an active, equally a valiant commander,
as of courteous and obliging manners, he conciliated the eftecem of
every one; and by his unremitting attention to bufine(s, he preferved

regularity, and reflored order throughout every department.

The king, to give public proof of his opinion of this nobleman’s
attachment, thought proper, as a preliminary ftep, to difmifs his
rival, Haffam Al Dowlah, from all his employments. His majefty
had long beheld the predilection which that minifter bad centertained’
for the Marhattas, whofe interefts he had dared to prefer to thofe of
 his lawful fovercign ; and refolved to punifh him for his prefump-
tion. He was degraded from his nobility, and all his eftates con-
fifcated to the royal treafury. His appointments were conferred on

H
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Nujuff Khan, who was at the fame time created Captain General
of the forces of the empire, and dignified with other titles *,

The treafuics taken from Haflam Al Dowla, which had been
amafled by oppieflive means, afforded a fund fufficient to anfwer
the expences of a war with the Jauts, who, during the late difputes
at court, had again made head, and were exciting fieth difturbances

in order to embarnafs the king’s government.

About this time, Mujud Al Dowla, a nobleman of confiderable
eminence, was appointed to the office of Dewaun+: and the king,
to encourage his army, caufed 1t to be fignified to the troops that the
plunder acquired during the intended expedition, fhould be divided
amongft them,

The country of the Jauts, fo frequently mentioned, is fituated on
bnth fides of the river Jumna, and comprehends a tra& of 150 mules
in length, by about 60 1n breadth. It extends from the vicmity of
Gwalior, a large tower 60 mules weftward of Agrah, to the fkirts
of the capital ; and contains within 1ts imits many ftrong fortrefles
and other holds.  Towaids the clofe of the reign of Aurengzeeb,

this ingular tribe firft attiated notice.  Emigrating from a remote

* His titles at length were, Khan Sipahi Sillar Hindoftaun, Ruftum Al Dowla,
Ruftumi thind, Zulfwar Al Dowli, Mirza Nujuff Khan Behadur, Ghalib juag.-.-
In Enghth thus:

Leader of the armies of Hindoftaun, Splendour of the State, Ruftum of India,
Sword of the Empire, Mirza Nujuff Khan vi&orious in battle.

+ ColleGtor of the revenucs.
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fpot on the banks of the Indus, in the lower parts of the Moultan
province, and accuftomed to the humble occupations of hufbandry,
they were allowed to fettle themfclves peaceably in their prefent 1c-
fidence. In the courfe of a few years becoming numerous, they
ventured to attack the caravans proceeding to Delhi with fupplies for
the 10yal amy ; and having met with unexpected fuccefs on their
firft attempts, at length became fo formidable as to require the pre-

fence of the imperial troops to overawe them.

Their future progrefs was inconceivably rapid; and amid the civil
wars carried on by Aurungzeeb’s fucceffors, the Jauts found means
to fecuic a large portion of country to themfelves, m which they
built forts, and accurnulated great wealth.  Their natural propenfity
to plunder, which accompanied them m their emigration, has com-
municated 1tfelf to their pofterity, and they are {hill a moft notorious

and daring banditti.

Chura Mun, one of their firft chiefs, was an intrepid foldier, and
remarkably fortunate in his encounters with the imperial troops, who
were frequently compelled to retire with precipitation before this
daring tribe. In later times, Suruj Mull, who fell in an ambuf-
cade a few year fince, was one of thc moft refpectable of their
leaders, He, in 1756, having been dignified with the title of Ra-
jah, or Prince, kept his court with great fplendour. But with his
death their power, in a great meafure, expired. His eldeft fon,
Nuwil Sing, who now commanded the tribe, was not equal to con-
tend with the ability of Nujuff Khan; but being a man of great
perfonal courage, he determined to rifk the iffue ; and for this pur-

H 2
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pofe, befides augmenting his army, he had fortified in the ftrongeft
manner the towns of Deig, Bullum Ghur, and other places within

his jurifdi¢tion.

Zulficar Al Dowla having received his inftructions from the king,
put his tioops in motion, and marched towards the Jauts. In his
way he reduced feveral refrattory Zemindars, whom the late dif-
turbances at court had tempted to revolt from their allegiance. On
thefe he impofed heavy fines, and by this means enriched his trea-
fury to a confiderable amount. In the mean time the Jaut Rajah
hearing of the fuccefs of the captain general, was fearful he might
make an attack upon the fort of Deig, one of his ftrongeft holds,
which, if fuccefsful, would undoubtedly put an end to the war, and
prove utter deftruction to his affairs.  To prevent this, he refolved
to bazard an a&ion; and, agrceably to his determination, threw
himfelf in the way of the royal army. A fharp engagement en-
fued ; but Nujuff Khan’s good fortune prevailing, the Jaut Rajah
was totally defeated, and compelled to quit the field of battle with
very few of his foldiers. He took refuge in the fort of Deig, which
he refolved to defend to the laft extremity.

The plunder of Nuwil Sing’s camp, which was immenfe, pre«
vented an immediate purfuit: and Nujuff Khan, elate with his
victory, fent an account of it to Delhi without delay, The news
of fuccefs, fo important, was received at court with the higheft
fatisfaction; and rewards and honours were conferred on the captain,
general and his army by the king’s exprefs command. He fent the:
general a letter of thanks, written with his own hand, and recoms:
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mended a vigorous purfuit of the enemy, which it was hoped
would bring the conteft to a fpeedy and favourable iffuve. From
the field of battle, Nujuff Khan led the army to Agrah, which
place he invefted on all fides; but not having a fufficient train of
artillery, he was compelled to turn the fiege into a blockade, which,
indeed, is the more general method adopted by the armies of Hin-
doftaun.

During the fiege, he fent detachments to different parts of the
furrounding country, by which means, feveral of the refractory
Zemindars were induced to fubmit themfelves to the king’s au-

thority.

About this time, the Vizir Shuja Al Dowla, advanced into the
Doo Ab with a confiderable army., That prince, whofe am-
bition was great, deeming the retreat of the Marhattas favourable
to his defigns, refolved to appropnate fome of their pofleflions to
his own ufe. He accordingly laid fiege to Etawah, a city on the
frontiers, from whence he expelled the Marhattas, and placed a
garrifon thercin on his own part.  From Etawah he procceded to
Agrah, then befieged by Nujuff Khan, whom he aflifted with an
increafe of force, and feveral fine cannon, which cnabled the cap-
tain geneial to carry on the fiege with vigour. The garrifon, threat-
ened by adearth of provifions, were, withcut difficulty, perfuaded to
capitulate, and accordingly dclivered up the fort and its dependen-
cies to Nujuff Khan. A mecflenger was immediately difpatched.
to the capital with the important intelligence, and carried with him.
the keys of the fort to be laid at his majefty’s feet.
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Shuja Al Dowla at the fame time fent Illuj Khan bis favourite,
to wait on the king, and, in his name, compliment him on the late
fucceffes.  But that nobleman was charged with a fecret commiffion
of a more 1mportant nature. It was to cngage the king’s confent
to the defigns which he now meditated againft the Rohillas, and,
in the event of conqueft, to participate with his majefty in fharing
the country between them.  The jealoufy with which the vizir had
long beheld the Rohilla power, and his alarm at the extenfion of
their influence, fo contiguous to his own dominions, determined
him, though contrary to firi¢t juftice and found policy, to quarrcl
with that nation; and, that a pretext might not be wanting in his
favour, he urged the infraction of the late treaty, and complained
Joudly of the treacherous conduct of the Rohillas in delaying pay-
ment of the ftipulated fum.

The violation of a treaty made under {uch circumftances, and by
which the Rohillas had certainly received material afliftance in the
expulfion of the invaders of their country, cannot indecd be juftified
by any principle of common honefty, though at the fame time the
inordinate ambition of the vizir, and his enterprizing {pirit, were
grounds of alarm, fufficient to perfuade the Rohilla Sirdars to coun-

teract and curb it by any means within their power.

Hluj Khan, on his arrival at court, confulted with Mujud AlDowla
on the foregoing points ; and, as he brought a large fum of money
with him, he found lefs difficulty in fucceeding in his obje&t. A
fecret treaty was at length formed, by which the vizir bound himfelf
not only to defray the expences of the war, but, at its conclufion,

1
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his majefty fhould participate in the diftribution of the plunder as
well as a fhare m the conquered province, o1, 1f more agreeable,
have an equal proportion of country moic contiguous to Delhi. On
the part of the king, he was to fend the army under Nujuff Khan
to the afliftance of the vizir, who was preparing, m concert with the
Britith forces, to take the field.  Shah-Aulum appcared to hiflen to
their propofals with much complacency; yet, as an ingenious hif-
torian * has juftly remarked, he did not heartily concur in the mea-
fure, being averfe to aggrandifing the vizir at the ¢xpenc: of the
Rohillas.  'Whatever were his real fentiments, the captain-general
was recalled from Agrah, and directed to march the army towards
Rohilcund, and the king prepared to take the field, but indifpofi-
tion, whether real or pretended, prevented him from attending the

army, which fet out under the command of Nujuff Khan.

The memorable battle of Cutterah, and the termination of the
Rohilla war which foon followed, are too well known to rcquire
any comment i thefe tranfactions; it may however gratity curiofity
to take a vicw of the then fituation, foil, climate, and productions,

of that celebrated province.

Robilcund, called in Sanferit Curtarr, compichends that trat
lying eaft of the Ganges, between the 28th and 3cth dcgiees of
north latitude, and from 76 to 8o longitude. Commencing n the
vicinity of Loll Dong, at the foot of the Kummow Hills, 1t ex-
tcr;“ds eaftward to the town of Pillibeet; on the noith and weft, it

* Captain Jonathan Scott,
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is bounded by the Ganges, and to the fouth, by the diftri& of Ma-

homedy, in the dominions of Oude.

The {oil of Cuttair is in general a rich black mould, intermixed
in many parts with fand and red earth; it is uncommonly fertile,
and capable of the higheft cultivation, abounding in all forts of
grain, fugar-cane, and tobacco. Few countries have, in truth,
more natural advantages than this ; it is well fupplied with feveral
large rivers, befides numerous {maller ftreams.  Among the firi,

are the Ramgonga, and Dewah, (or Gambera.)

The Ramgonga, taking its 1ifc between the firft and fecond range
of mountains to the north-eaft, iffues forth into the plains of Hin-
doftaun at the Gaut of Colly; and after traverfing the greateft
part of Rohilcund, in a fouth and fouth-wefterly direcion, and
fertilizing the lands, is joined in its progrefs by other rivers, and
finally, difcharged into the Ganges in the vicinity of Kinnouj.
This majeftic river, until late years imperfectly known, is navigable
tor feven months in the year; its fiream is broad and rapid, and its
banks are adorned with many large and populous villages. On the
eaftern fide, the Dewah iffuing from the fame mountains, runs by
the town of Pillibeet. Here are embarked the fineft Saul, Siffoe,
and fir umbers, the produce of the neighbouring forefts that fkirt
the foot of the Kummow hills. At the city of Shahjehanpore,
the Dewah joins the Gamberah, whofe name it afflumes, and after
wathing the towns of Sandy, B:roun, and other places, meets the
Ramgonga near its junction with the Ganges. The fmaller ftreams
are the Coflillah, Nahul, Byghul, Dakra, Bukrah, Beefrab, and
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Yarwufadar; thefe likewife contribute. highly to the cultivtion of
the country, and by means of refervoirs, “luices, canals éndf‘fa‘édﬂe;
ducts, difperfe their waters throughout the corn fields in every di-
rection, but more particularly fo in the jagheer of the late Fyzoo-
lah Khan. |

Another property peculiar to Cuttair, is the facility with which
water is procured ; exclufive of the rivers and ftreams before enu-
merated, the foil is fuch, that by digging a few feet from the fur-
face of the carth in any part of the country, water is procured in

abundance.

So happily fituated by nature, Rohilcund has in all times been
deemed of great political importance. In the early times of the
empire, commerce flourithed. The great citics of Shahabad, Shah-
jehanpore, Bareilly, Biffowlee, Bedaon, Owlah, Mooradabad and
Sumbul, formerly kept up a conftant intercourfe with the caravans
of the north, By them were exported into Cuttair, the products
of Lahoor, Cabul, Cathmire, Candahar and Perfia, rubies, pre-
cious ‘ftones, tuteneage, coppér, iron, tin, lead, borax, dlrugs, Cath-
merian thawls, Carmanian wool, mulcé, horfes and camels; in re-
turn thev received, coarfe cloths, fugar, grain and tobacco.

4Dusing the. feign of the Patan Dynafty in Hindoflaun, many prin-
q@e : f;.pg;hat famllym kept, their courts for a fegies of years in the an-
Wuwa Br.ddonw Tbcrc, +#8,in many parts of Cuttair, arc to.
‘ 2 ﬁccpt edifices, palaces, gardens,,\
0 - Among the firft-rate cxtws,of \

i



38 HISTORY OF [A.D. 1773

modern days are to be placedy Owlah, Biffowlee,” Bareilly and Pil-
libeet, which having been the refidences of thofe Rohilla chicfs
who founded a new empire in Cuttair within half & eentury back,
demand on this occafion particular attention.

The city of Owlah, fituated in the centre, and in one of the fineit
parts of Rohilcund, is built on an eminence, having a commanding
view of the adjacent country. ‘'The river Nywaub Nuddi runs aleng
the “fquth-weftem fide of the city. The town is of confiderable
extent, and adorned with many handfome buildings, moft of which
are now in ruins. Enough however remains to difcover the former
grandeur of the place, and to regret the fatal ravages of deftruGtive
ambition. On the fummit of the eminence is the fort built of brick.
It was ereted about fifty years fince by Ali Mahomed, founder
of the Rohilla government in Cuttair, and here he kept his court.
Within the fort is the palace of Ali Mahomed, a cathedral, and feve-
ral other public buildings. In the envirens of Owlah are ruins of
palaces, . gardens, and mofques; the adjacent country is by nature
beautiful, but the total want of cultivation renders melancholy the
profpe@. Owlah is fixteen miles N. W. of Bareilly, from' Bif-
fowlee fourtecen, and about equal diftant from Delhi and. Pillibeet.
At Biflowlee are likewife to be feen evident traces of thé former
fplendour of the Rohilla government; and it is moreover semagk-

able for being the burial place of feveral of the familyrofzli
Mahomed.

Bareilly, fituated on the battksibf the wnited ftreams.of  Jooah
and Sunkra, is a large, handfome, wellbuilt city. . Jo.was the
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capital of Hafiz Rehumut, and a place of confiderable trade. It is
diftant from Lucknow 180 miles, and from the Ganges 120.=~
Lattly, the town of Pillibeet. This place, thirty-fix miles to the
north-eaft of Bareilly, was peculiarly felected by the difcriminative
forefight of Hafiz Rehumut Khan, as of great importance in its
commercial refources. Tor the encouragement of trade that prince
built a {pacious Shehr Punnah, or Pettah, which is four miles in
circumference. It is furrounded by a brick wall, and within the
enclofure is esected a magnificent mofque. Admirably fitvated on
the banks of the Dewah, Pillibeet, during the Rohilla goverament,
was an emporium of cammerce. lIts ftaples are Saul, Seffoo, and fir
timbers, fugars, and coarfe cloths ; and from the mountains of Al-
morah are.imported borax, pitch, drugs, wax, and honey: of late
years, however, it is melancholy to add, the hand of commerce is
fhrunk up, and the want of a well-regulated police, the total dif-
couragement to induftry, and the vexatious impofts levied by the
rulers have almoft annihilated its once-profitable and fourithing trade.

The revenues of Cuttair are flated, in the imperial regifter at
Delhi, to be five millions fterling. During the flourifhing times of
the empire, the face of the country will warrant the fuppofition, and
+under the Rohilla government, who paid unremitting attention ,to
agricultuse, the, province might have yielded that fum. Aftcr the
m;iquaft.of Raehileund by Shuja Dawla, an offer was made to that
.prince to rent the province for two millions. Since that period the
revenues, from a variety of caufes, have continued to decline; and

“mogder the.prefent government, the province of Cuzzasr with difficulty
yieldsuhd fum of 36 lacks, or about 400,000l. fterling.
12
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Of the inhabitants there yet remains to fpeak. The Rohillas *,
who, it is well known, originally emigrated from the mountains of
Afghaniftaun, about 60 years fince, fettled in Cuttair. They are a
hardy warlike race, equally capable of arms and hufbandry. Their
feudal fyftem of government, fimilar to thofec of Europe mn former
days, has infpired them with ideas of turbulence and ferocity ; at
the fume time they arc uncommonly patient under hadfhips, and
attached to their chiefs by indiffoluble bonds of national affe@ion.
But withal, in common with other Afg]muns, they are crafty,
treacherous, and revengeful.  This chara&eriftic national {pirit, aided
by the impetuous fallies of a ferocious and uncivilized mind, renders
difficult the government of this race. Hence frequent revolutions,
civil broils at home, and wars abroad, have conftantly marked the
Rohilla government under its diffeent rulers. Yet has it ‘been
evinced in more inftances than one, that by kind and proper treat-
ment even this generally-confidered ferocious tribe may be rendered
tractable: that when their peculiarities and prejudices are attended to
by a wife and liberal government, they will prove not only good
fubjects, but even fteady and faithful allies.

Shortly after the battle of Cuttera, Zulfica Al Dowla joined the
vizir and the Britith forces. He was reccived with diftinétion, and
the vizir nominated him to the Neabut of the vizarut, an office more
honourable than lucrative, but accepted by the captain general with
thankfulnefs. Shuja Dowla now thought proper to difmifs him ;

* Confult the account of the Rohilla Afghauns, publifhed by the late Captain Charles
Hamilton, of Bengal.

2
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and in order to attach him more to his interefts, gave a reinforce-

ment of his own troops.

It has been feen that by the treaty of Delhi, Shuja Al Dowla had
agreed to fhare his conquefts with the king, and to make an equal
divifion of the plunder acquired by the war., Confonant to the
1pirit of this treaty, the captain gencral had come from Delhi in
aid of the vizir: but the behaviour of Shuja on this occafion was
neither juft nor honourable. Though immenfe plunder had been
acquired in the late battle, his avaricious fpirit prompted him to re-
tain the whole to himfelf; and when wiged by the captain general to
deliver up the king’s fhare, he peiemptorily dechined it. A con-
duét, in every refpet fo unwarrantable, excited extreme difguft in
the king’s mind ; but having made feveral fruitlefs and ineffe¢tual
endeavours to alter the vizir’s refolution, his majefly at length de-
fifted, and Nujuff Khan wag compelled to return to Delhi.

Shuja Dowla, after fettling the government of the province, and
appomnting Aumils to the feveral diftricts, took his leave of the
Britith commander in chief, and returned to Oude. During the re-
mainder of that year, he employed himfclt in arranging the affurs
of the province of Furrokabad, which was tributary to him; but
having been long afflicted with a violent diforder, which now re-
turned with accumulated violence, notwithftanding every cxertion
and affiftance afforded by hig phyficians, he expired in his palace at-
Fyzabad *.

* In the month of January 1775.
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An hiftoriah ¥, refpectable Sot his. talents, “has ~informed -the
world that the reigning famlly in Oude Were obfcure in their origin
and of lowarth ; but as that information, from accounts precired
at & later period, appears to be incorre@®, we have, with that defe-
rence to fidelity which the impartiality of hiftory demands, detailed
« ‘more authentic account * .of the rife of that family’

SAADUT KHAN.

Saadut Khan, fon of erza Nuffur Al Deen Hyder, known at
firft under the name of Meer Makomed Ameen, was born in the city
of Nifhapore, in the province of Khoraufaun. He was defcended
in a dire@ line from the Imaum Moufa Kafim, of the famxly of
Ali, efteemed in Perfia as of the higheft and moft noble extracion.
"Towards the conclufion of the reign of Behadur Shah, ‘the fon and
fucceffor of Aurengzceb many Perfian families of dlﬁm&mn, re-
‘tiring from the diforders and civil wars which overwhelmed their
native country, foughit an afylum in Hmdqi’raun. At that period
Meer Mahomed Ameen, who had been bred to arms, became defirous
of fignalifing himfelf ; and with the’ laudable hope of provxdmg for
‘'his family, he bad adxcu to his native country, and repaxrcd to La-
‘hore. 'He was received into the 1mpcrxal fervice, ‘and’ ﬂlortly aftcr
took the name of Saadut Khan. - By means o@the fnendfhxp which
‘he formed with’ fcvcral of tht pnﬂmpal officers about- thc»‘%odrt, ‘he

hd Coloml Dow

'+ In this detail the author has pnncnpally followed 2 {mall gcncalogica”l work, cmﬂéd
Owfaf Afoph, or the Genealogy of Afuf ‘Al Dowlay' the $réfnt vizir, -whish' w&sm
cured by the friendthip of " Mr. George Johnitone; mﬁny‘ymrs refident at- kA

1
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was introduced to the emperor’s notice, and ftood high in his favour,
and -continued fo ‘until his death. On the acceffion of Mahmud
‘Shah, Saadut Khan was created a noble of the empire ; and through
the.influence of - his great patron, Sirbullund Khan, he was nomma.-
ted to the government of Akbarabad.—Increafing in favour, ] he ‘was
appointed Soobadar of Oude, and at the fame time prefmted with
the rank of 5000 horfe, and. honoured with a new/ﬁatent of no-
bility *. During the reign of Mahmud Shah he held with applaufe
the higheft offices of the flate; and by his fuccefles in Deccan, and
on the frontiers. of the empire, upheld the tottering fortunes of a
weak and diflolute government.

But in paying this tribute to his abilities, his conduct, whien actu-
ated by bafe and unworthy motives, muft be equally rcprobatcd e
At the memorablc invafion of Hmdoﬁaun by Nadir Shah, when lus
country became a prey to favage fcrocrty and lawlcﬁs outrage, Saadut
Khan, from felfith views and a fpirit of mordmatc ambmon, excited
the vengeance of the conqucror, and by appnfing him of the im-
menfe. riches to be acquired by wﬁtmg thc capital, he brought
mcalculable calamlty upon his fovereign and his fub _;c&s*f ‘He did
not,’ howcver, hve, as has been juftly remarkcd to reap the fruxts :
o«f aconduél' fo trmqherous, dymg fhortly after the conqueroz ’s cn-
trance into Delhi, of a cancer in his back.

Jéegth were™ Boqrhan Al Mw&uk; Itimaud Al“Dowla Mcer Mah

mk Am;‘:én/ Khan,‘ ‘Bchndur Shoukut Jung In-Englith thus : -
r of the empm:, confident Support of the Sme, Mecr Mahmud Amccn Khnn, thc
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SEFDAR JUNG.

When Saadut Khan quitted his native country, he left behind him
an only fifter, married to a nobleman named Jaafer Beg. He pro-
mifed at his departure, fhould fortune prove favourable, to fend for
his family to Hindoftaun, which he did accordingly. But Jaafer
-Beg had died and left two fons, Abul Munfoor Khan and Mirza
Mohuflun, the former better known as Sefdar Jung. Thefe youths
syere received with affgctionate jcém‘d by Saadut Khan ; and to per-
petuate the famuly h'onpurs, he beftowed his only daughter 1n mar-
riage to the clder brother. ‘That princefs, the grand mother of the
reigning Nuwaub, is well known to the Britith nation.  After living
to the great age of ninety, {he expired a few years fince at her palace
in Oude. On the death of his uncle, the young Nawaub Sefdar
Jung was confirmed by the king in hig government of Oude; and
on the departure of the Perfian conqueior, became a great favourite
at the court of Mahmud Shah. Employcd, hike his predeceflors,
in diftant parts of the empire, his fuccefs was frequently brillant ;
and he rofe gradually, to the higheft honours in the flate. ,In addition
to the government of Allahabad, he was appointed to, ﬂlc oflice a,f
Grand Mafter of the Artillery ; and on the death of the celebrated

Nizam Aﬁ;lKMQoluk, ,was made viziz * of the.empire, and dignified

¥ It was nét then the fon of a Perfidn p Inar Wwho ‘ruled over Oﬁde, but a man of
Birlhy and farhily ; 4K Fharever might @iﬁ%&ﬂ mwﬂemeﬁ%é”*w plitical errors, Y s

fervices to his country entitle him, in every unprcéudid’ad mém,*stto an appcllaﬁoh‘%&rb
honourable.
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with honours and titles. He'd‘i'ed in 1756, having the chara&er of
a da,ri\ﬁg,gr'xd' intrepid foldier, and efteemed by his own fubjects as a
, good man and upright magiftrate.

SHUJA DOWLA.

Shuja Dowla, fon and fucceflor of Sefdar Jung, was called in his
younger * days Mirza Jelaul Addeen Hyder. Had this prince lived
in the reign of Shah Jehan, or the Great Aurengzeeb, he might have
attained a hxgh characer in the annals of the empire; but he was
born at a period when the houfe of Timoor was.rapidly declining,
and the fuperior genius of a foreign nation had acquired an afcen-
dency not to be overborn. Shuja Dowla, in hxs conteft with the
Engh{h ‘having ra{hly efpoufcd the caufe of the unfortunate Caffim
- Ali, Nuwaub of Bengal, felt the effets of this afcendency ; and

- after two unccfsful attempts, perceiving his. incapacity to refift, he

wxfely rcfolv:d to coqg;l}gtc ..thc attention of his enemies. He was
not deceived ; the peace of 1765 (well known in Europe) placed
him in a fituation more eligible than what he held at the commence-

ment of the war: for, exclufive of the reﬁoratwn of the conqw:red
.prdvmces, he became, the friend and ally of the Englith; and to
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cement the union by ftill clofet ties, he afked and obtained the affif-
tance of a Britifh force for the protection of his frontiers.

When releafed from the afore-mentioned_ conteft, Shuja Dowia
directed his attention to the augmentation of his army, and to the
management of the affairs of his own dominions, into the govi em-
ment of which great abufes had been introduced. If we take his
character comparatively, bhuja Al Dowla will be allowcd confidera-
ble merit: active and vigorous in his mind, he was bold, daring,
and enterprifing, which he manifefted on various occai}ons,, and in
fituations of danger and difliculty. = His temper was irafcible,
which often led him to commit acts of cruelty ; yet he was an ex-
cellent maglﬁratc, a lover of Jufhce, and anxioufly defirous, of the
profpenty of his country To the mtcmal cconomy of his govern-
ment, he pald a ngld attentlon, and by his ]udxcmus and ‘prudent
arrangemcnts aided by the exertions of fome very able officers, he
cleared his dom:x;mns from the rcmams of a neﬂ of bandnn whlch

“had long mfeﬁed a.nd dxfgraced them Hxs conduc‘t wnth regard to
his nelghbours, the Rohlllas, was on every account the moft ex-
ceptmnablc i and lns hoﬁlle attempt to deftroy thexr power evidently
ormmatcd from a fpmt of ambmon boundlefs as mordmatc and re-
prehenﬁble. nor can hIS undeavours to, extcnuate h}s £

th‘c 1mpoht1c’obﬂ:macy of th R h;ll

i i flb’(h m'v

throwmg the blamg

¢ the ﬁ;pulatcd Jum, i m .any fhape ‘. Jh%lfﬁ the

Gk i e

mcans he uf' to cﬁe& thexr dqﬁruéhon *,

. I‘n the abdve detail’ it has béen ‘the author’s intention to be gmdcd by the
firi@eft ‘impartiality, neither wifhing to exalt to0 high thé chta¥ér of any individual
who merited praife, nor o, abﬁam fxom cenfure when. &Ez,‘, peazed defcrvqng
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CHAP. V.

Return of the Caprain General to Drvrui=—dcceffion of Asur AL
Dowvra 2o the Government of Ouvrt —Embafly of ILLv]
Kuan 70 DEvu1—Proceedings againft Zap1rt A KaaN—De-
Jeat of the King’s Troops—ZasiTa KuanN wnites with the
Stiks——Succinét Account of that Nation—Occurrcnces,

NUJUFF KHAN, on his arrival at Delhi, met with 2 rcception
different from his expe@ations. The king was difgufted with him
for not having infifted in a more refolute manner upon the delivery
of the diftricts which had been ftipulated in the late treaty with the
vizir; and for omitting to urge his right to participate in the plun-
der acquired in the Rohilla war. Shah-Aulum, in fact, fufpected
his minifter to have been influenced onthis occafion more by an at-
tention to his own intercfts than that of his fovereign, as the vizir,
previous to his departure, publicly beftowed on Nujuff Khan the
Neabut * of the vizarut. ‘This fufpicion was diligently foftered in
the king’s mind by the fuggeftions of Mujud Al Dowla, who now
began to acquire an afcendancy over his majefty ; and being jealous
of the authority an# influence of Nujuff Khan, refolved €0 oppofe

+him in every thing, The minifler had long entertained hopes of that
very appointment ; but baffled in his exertions to attain it, he repre-

* The deputythip of the office of vizir, or his reprefentative at the court of Delhi.
K 2
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fenged his, rival as « perfoi defitous’Sf advancmg His owit duthority
overthat of his mafter® Nu_]uﬁ' Khan, however, *had t66 powcrful
a party at court, as well as in the camp, to be eafily fupplanted ; land
the war. againft the Jauts requiring immediate attention, his ﬁﬂait’eﬁy'
appeared fatisfied with the excufes offered by Nujuff Khan. |

“The army again affembled, and the captain general led it*without
delay againft the fort of Deig, the only place of confequence that
remiined to the Jauts. Nujuff Khan having invefted the fort ofi'all
fides, and.completed the blockade,” detached a‘{mall portion from
his: main b'cl)dy&htbughout the adjacent country, and reduced many
of. the Zemindars to obedience,

While the army lay before Deig, an cmbaﬂ'y arrived in’ camP,
fent by the vizir Afuff Al Dowla, That young prince, who fuc-
ceeded to the Mufnud- of Shuja:Al Dowld, was eighteen years of
age. On his acceffion; it was déemed advifeable to réquelt of Shah-
Aulum a confirmation of his patent of the vizarut in his own name.
For this purpofe, Iluj Khan, a favourite fervant, was deputed to
Delhi, attended by a fplendid fuite, and carrying’ with him ﬁfty
“lacks of rupees as a paitheuth. After a fhort‘flay in-the camp, he
proceeded on to the capital, where his fuccefs at firft'fell ﬁaort of hls
expedations. The king did not appear inclined to expedite’the pa-
tent ; andgander various pretences: delayed givin¥ax ?dirbt't mfwcr ——
But a fevere misfortune which at this timié befel his majeﬁy@s armi;
caufed an immediate.and ready affent. Zabita Khan had again bex
come refratory, and refufed to forward the: Ripulated tribute to théi
royal treafury ; and was now prepared to fuypbn his rebellion by
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force of arms. Abdul Caflem Khan, on the part of the king, was
ordered to march an army to attack the rebel. Zabita Khan, who
was pofted in Ghofe Ghur, hearing of that noblcman’s approach,
marched bpldly out, and offered him battle. A defperate conflict
enfued, and the event was on the point of proving favourable to the
royal forces, when a body of Patan horfe, who had been planted in
an ambufcade by Zabita Khan at the commencement of the acion,
came fuddenly out of the place, and fell upon the rear of the king’s
troops with fuch fury as totally to difcomfit them. The genetal was:
flain whilft endeavouring to rally his men; and his fall threw the
troops into fuch diforder, that it was with great difficulty Mujud Al
Dowla, who fucceeded to the command, was enabled to make good:
his retteat with a very {mall party. Zabita Khan re-entered his fort
in triumph.

" Accounts of this fatal difafter arriving at court, created the greateft
confternation and difmay. Fortunately, however, for Shah-Aulum,
at this critical moment he was' relieved by the appearance of Lutaufut:
Khan, one of the vizir’s officers, who broug};t along with him a.
body of 5000 troops, and a train of artillery, for the king’s‘ ufe.
This falutary aid proved of the higheft fervice ; and being relieved
from" any apprehenfions for -the prefent, the court determined to
gmtxfy the vizir for the eflential fervice he had rendered. A patent
was immediately made out, 'accompanied with the infignia of office.
valuable prefents ; and the whole were fent off with much pomp
;ﬁd;;iolemmty undet the ¢harge of four commiflioners named by the:
kmg for this exprefs purpofe.
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During thefe tranfa@ions, Nujuff Khan was fill employcd before
Deig : that fortrefs, which was uncommonty ftréng and -defended
by a numerous garrifon, continued for more than a twelvemonth to
bid defiance to the cfforts of Nujuff Khan. The'répeatéd and
bloody affaults which were made by the garrifon had, however,
much weakened their force, and the health of the ]autz prihée be-
ginning to decline, he entertained thoughts of fubmiffion; .but before
he had time to exccute his refolution, he was hurried off b‘y‘deat‘h.
Runjeet Sing, his brother, fucceeded to the command: he'Wz'ts‘\*Nilli’ng
ta continue the defence to the laft extremity ; but provifions grO\vihg
fcarce, his troops mutinied, and he was compc]led to thhdraw

privately from the fort

- Accordingly, availing himfelf of the opportunity of an extreme
~dark night, and taking with him his family and t'reafures,*“acéoxﬁl
panied by the greater part of the garrifon, he effected his efcape.
On the enfuing morning, the king’s troops, who were prepared for
an affault, were aftonifhed to find the walls unmanned, and no ap-
pearance of refiftance. The general at firft fufpected a ftratagem ;
but on a clofer infpection, perceiving the rebels had actually retired,
he entered and took pofleflion.

A grcat quantity of ammunition and itores, with a'trdin of ar-
tillery, were taken, but not much plunder, which cmumﬁance ex-
afperated the troops, and induced them to commit all forts of v’ 5
lence upon the defencelefs inhabitants.  Not content with mfultmg
them, they proceeded to attack their Pagodas;’ where they broke and

demolifhed the idols, in fpite of the prayeréﬁﬂf“ intreaties urgdd'B§






