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th~·pc>or wr(!~~hes in behalf of their altars. On the oopturc of Deig. 

all~~e rC~flil1ing part.of the Jaut country fubmitted; and as heavy 

fine~::were .. impofed by the general upon the difFerenr Zemindars, he 

contin~ed to. fill his treafury, which enabled him to difcharge the 

arrears.of his troops; at the fame time he ordered a general rejoicing 

throughout the camp. 

The embaffy afore mentioned arriving at the fame time, Nujuff 

Khan.availed himfdf on the occafion to !hew his refped to the 

vizir, by entertaining the commillioners in the moil fplendid man-

ner.He frafted tl,lcm for fcveral days, and then difiniiIed them 

with additional prefents. 

Theconqueft of the Jauts being now complete, Nujuff Khan 

directed his attention to the collection of the revenues, and in re

[;:>rming the abufes which had prevaik~d during the war.. But in the. 

midfrof his arrangemt:'tlts, he was fuddenly called off by letters re

ceived from Delhi, which requin:d his immediate prc£encc at that 

city. Zabita Khan, whofe fllcCefS, as already related, had inflamed 

his rdentmcnt and excited his ambition, was rcfolved to per61l in. 

his rebellion., and actually threatened Delhi with a liege. Previous, 

however, to proceeding to open hoitilitics, he augmented his army,. 

and took intf) his pay large bodies of .')'dks. 

!15'iI~9f.Il),ed, moreover, (:onncCtions with fome of the principal 

c~,fA"iR( that nation; ~1114ii,? order. to render this alliance the more· 

eff~~!1!.ih.<e.embracedtht:~c:,lJ!(ts of thi~ extraordinary fcd, and be

ca1l\~. ~ .. ~p{lyert to :tl~eir faith~ .. The part which the Seiks have borne. 
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in .the tranfaCtions of later times in the upper parts o( ,Hin~oi\aun, 

jufiify an attempt to defcribe their origin and ,progreffive advance

ment to authority in the empire. 

During the reigns of Akbar, Jehanguire, Shah Jehan and Au. 

rengzeeb, the annals of Hindoftaun exhibit a feries o(events and 

brilliant aaions which raifed the empire to t4e firfl: ftCltion~ in the 

hifiory of Afia. Emulating the conduct of their founder thcgreat 

Timoor, thofe princes whilfl: they trod in his fieps rendered their 

dominions fiouriQling and their people happy, and the power of that 

auguft family appeared efiablifued on fo folid a bafts as to bid"de
fiance to the fluctuating and capricious changes of fortune;' but th~ 

feeds of diffolution and decay were internally generated even in the 

height of their profperity; and the indolence.. folly and effeminacy, 
of the princes of later times, overthrew the fabrick of povver, and 
buried the authority of the houfe of Timoor under its rums. Out 

of the fhipwreck of its former grandeur, feveral new and inde

pendent ftates arofe. To the Seils, among others, may be affigned 

an interefting ftation; obfcure in their origin, in a remote part of the 

province of Lahoor, this tribe had nothing but novelty to recom

mend itfelf or attract l1Qtice. 

111 the reignof the Emperor Baber, Nanirk Shllh. fou~derof the 

tribe, . was born at a fmall village named.. Tulbindee, ill the province 

of Lahoor j at an early period of life, .thqextraordinary perfoo, W~9 
poifeffed a good capacity and amiable manners, forfook the w~r14 

and devoted himfe1f to a life of religi9u, aufierity. 10 this ~ 

1late,aided by the effufions of afavid im~ • .NltP~f~ 
I 
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;~.' fyftem of religion, compored from the fpeculative and contempla

"fiV~ theories of ,Muffulman divinity, which he delivered to his' nu

'merous followers as of divine origin. This book he termed Gur

runt, whiCh, in the Punjabee dialeCt, implies fcriptural. Nanick, 

after reaching his nintieth year," ex pired peaceably, and was buried at 

AmritSeer, where his tomb to the prefent day attracts the attention, 

and animates the piety of his numerous difciples. He left two 

c~ldreil, "Lucfroi D6fs and Sree Chund. 

At his l death;'NanickShah; with a- view to render' permanent his 

4ew fyftem, ordained that the fucceffionfhould be eleCtive and,nbt 

'hereditary~ an iordination which, as it, precluded},the {upreme au
thority'from remaining in one family, placed ,the benevolent' and 
diiirrtadred views of ,the founder, in a light truly amiable; '" Sree 

Ghund, "wlilo found means to fecure his eleCtion, prefided over the 

tribe for feveral 'years, nodi' at his death,<~ngajee fuc.ceeded.But 
tbisl ,cuftom , , though it obtained, forrfOOletime, ,ws's/:ttrlength fet 

afide, 'and Gooroo Ram was' the firft who' (Hl:ablifhed~an hereditary 

fucceffion. 

The tribe conti~uing to increafe by the vall number of conveft's 

which it had acquired, had not hitherto attraCled the notice of the 

:tfcH~)bt\ring'~po'Wers; occupied in paying a fcrupulous adherence to 

'tbt"~aws 'andordillations of their founder, . the· Seiks were looked 

'~'(' 'u,'Numlefs;" ':ino1fenfive, devotees; but the period was at 

'_~~h ,th~y wer61~~. adifferent'part, and to contend with 

~~a~irtft imperiaJ*_rity. Teigh Behadur, whofe aCtion! 

l~_f6ttUQes ~ .. hi't.i\a1'\\t¥niemorable, ,Vas the firft who took 

L 
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up urns againlt: the officers or t\.urengzeeb, till alter many bloody 

encounters with the king's troops, he was at length overcome, taken 
prifoncr, and put to death. His fucceiTors, animated by revenge, 

\ 

continued a predatory war with the defcendants of Aurenizeeb, 

and, during the ftruggle, the Seiks acquired a confiderable addition 

of territory. Among the moil: memorable of thefe chiefs, was 

Bundah, who, after a long and fevere conteft, was taken prifoner, 

carried to Delhi, and there fuffered with heroic fortitude an igno

minious death '*. 

In the reign of Ahumud Shah the tribe became very formidable. 

Profiting by the difturhances which then prevailed in every part of 

the empire, the Seiks again made head again!l the government, and 

with far better fuccefs. They conquered the whale of the Punjab, 

(or country included within th(t five rivers which fall into the Indus) 

and even pufhed their arms beyond it. 

In the lafl: reign (Aulum Geer the Second) their dominions were 

bounded on the weft by the country of Cabul, and extended eafl:

ward to the vicinity of Delhi, north by a range of high moun

tains, and to the fouthwefl: they embraced the province of Moultan 

and the city of Tatta, fituated on the banks of the Indus'. Lahoor, 
11' , ~, '1/1,,\ 

the capital of Punjab, was feleCted as their chief ~ity of l'efide~~ 
Ilnd as fuch has ftnce continued. They poffefs manyllarge tOWftSi l 

and among the principal are thofe of PuttiaIi. HWnal, Loeh'lG!iur. 

• See a particular account of this enterprifing chief in Ca~i{J Scott's fecond vQl~me 
of the Hiftory of Deccan. Article Furrok $ttr. .,. . 
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~erhi.rt8.;·6a.ba'bad, :and 'Tartaff'er. 'Fhe Seik territories are faid to 
~ain Ipr6digious quantities of cattle, horfeS, oxen, cows, and 

theep; and grain of various kinds is produced in abundance. The 

predous metals are very {carce; and their trade is for that rearon 

chiefly carried on by barter, efpecially ill the manufad:uring towns. 

At Patt'iali they make excellent cloth, and fire arms fuperior to 

nmfi: parts of Hindoftaun. The collected force of the Seiks is im. 

mcnfe, they being able to bring into the field an army of 250,000. 

men, a force apparently terrific, but, from want of union among 

:tbemfelves, not much to be dreaded by their neighbours. Divided 

into diftind: difiriCl:s, each chief rules over the pbrtion appropriated 

to tim with uncontroled f way J and tenacious of rus authority, and 

.. The lOllowing table, which ,was delivered to th~ author by a Seik chief when at 
Pannepat in 1793-4, will exhibit the fttuation of the different chiefs at that period. 

Beejee Sing 
Tanah Sing 

JeLrah Sing 

Kurrun Sing (of Shahabad) 

• 

Jeffah Sing (of Rarnghur) .. 
Jundut Sing (of Arndt Seer) 
Khofal S41~ (of FU'LOOlah Pore) -
Rem Singl{on the ~'fines of Moultan) 
RWjet Sing (of Ldeh Ghur) • 
~p.r Sing (of Pattiali), Loll Sing, Jufwaunt Sing (of Nawbeh), Gujput 

~,..;n: ,~ 

.sinS (of Chunda), ~d.,pt!ler chiefs - - - -

Total 

L 2 

Mm 
[ l,oOO 

22,000 

%4-,000 

12,000 

J 2,000 

2"1-1000 

2:1,000 

4-0,000 

')0,000. 

20,&00 

24-8,000 
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jealous of his brethren, it feldom happens that this nation makes an 

united effort *. 

The Seiks are armed with a fpear, fcymetar, and excellent match

lock. Their horfes are {trong, very patient under hatdthip, and 

undergo Incredible fatigue. The nien are accufiomed to' charge 

on full gallop, on a fudden they {lop, difcharge their pieces with a 

delIberate aim, when fuddenly wheeling abollt, after performing 

three or four turns, they renew the attack. The ihock is impreffive 

when offered only to infantry, but againfi artillery they cannot fiand. 

It is a fact well known and eftahhfhed, that a few field piece~ is 

fufficicnt to keep in check their moil numerous bodies. Imucd 

-from their infancy to the hardfhips of a military life, the Seiks are 

addicted to predatory warfare, in a manner peculiar to tll~mfelves 

alone. When determined to invade a neighbouring province, they 

affemble at firft in fmall numbers on the frontier, when having firft 

demanded the raki or tribute, if it be complied with, they retire 

peaceably; but when this is denied, hoihhties commeQce, and the 

Seiks, in their progrefs, are accufiomed to lay wafie the country on 

all fides, carrying along with them as many of the inhabitants as 

... The alarm once excited in the BritHh government of the formidable pQwer of this 

nation, might be obviated by obferving, that the difcordant and clailiiog interefis of the 

re(pe8ive Seik chiefs prevent almoft the poffibility of a gt"neral union, and evon if dif. 

pored to attack the taritory of our ally, the vi7.ir, they would be neccffitated to keep It 

warehful eye over their own territories, which would be left open to inVilfiot' frrun the 

north. It is well known that Zemaun Shah, the king of Cabul, is defirous of lharing 

in the fertile prpvince of Punjab, and efpecially of getting po1fe~n of Lahoar, ~~. 

tically termed the key of Hindoftaun. His1ate attack,at ~,~ Qf J 796, is ~ prOft'l 
of this afl'ertion. 
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they can take prifoners, and all the cattle. The prifoncrs are deM 

mined as flaves, unlefs redeemed by a pecuniary compenfation.

But though fond of plunder, the Seiks, in the interior parts of their .. 
country, preferve good order, and' a regular government: and the cuI. 

tivation of their lands is attended with much alIiduity. Their revenues 

arc collected at two fi:ated periods of fix months each; and by an" 

equitable adjuftment between the proprietor and cultivator, the. 

latter is'allowed a fifth part as the reward of his labour .. 

Of their religion much information has not as yet been acquired;

but it has been remarked by an inbrenious and fpirited hifiorian, that 

in the aCt of receiving profdytes, they compel them to the perfor

mance of an aCt equally abhorrent to the principles· of the Hindoo 

or Mahommedan faith 'it. Yet, notwithfianding the nature of their 

ceremonies, itis. certain they continue to gain numerous converts. 

The Seiks, in their perfon~, are tall, and of a manly ereCt de" 
portment ; their afpect is ferocious; their eyes piercing and. anima-· 

ted; and in tracing their features a ihiking refemblance is obferva-· 

ble to the Arabs who inhabit the banks of the Euphrates. The 

drefs of the males coniifls of a coarfe cloth of blue cotton, thrown 

loofeJy over the ihoulders, and coming down between the legs, is 

cp,nfined mund the waifi by a belt of cotton. An ample turban of 

blue cloth covers the head, and over this is frequently wore a falli of 

tilk and cotton 1!lixed, refembling both in col(mr and pattern a. Scotch 

-By obliging the Muffulmaun to drink water, in which . {ome Seiks have wafhed· 

thei~{eet, mixed with hog's biOllld,' and the Hindoo with that of a cow. See Captain' 

Scott,Vol;n,'article FurrDR Bier. 
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Tartan. They fpeak the Aufghaun or Poolhto languagc-, with pro .. 

lific additions of Perfian, Arabic, and Hindoovee *. 

From this digreffion let us proceed to relate the tranfilcrions at court. 

Shah-AuIum, who was enraged at Zabita Khan for his repeated acts 

of infolence and dl{refpecr, refolved to take the field in perfon, and 

had for this purpo!e, as above remarked, ordered the captain general 

from Deig. On the minifter's arrival, the king marched out and 

encamped. 

At a fecret con: .... rence held on the occafion, it was refolved, pre

vious to commencing hofiiliticb, to make one effort to perfuade the 

rebel to return to his duty; though had a retro{pecr of his former 

conduct been taken, they would have forefeen the infufficiency of 

any but refolute meafures. Agreeably ~o this refoIve, Rajah Dai

cram, Himmut Behadur, and Lutafut, were rent to Sehaurunpore to 

treat anci offer terms; but for ft>ar of an unfucccfbful iiTue, the king 

and the general followed with the army. The deputation at fir1l: 

• In the year 1793-4, the author was at Panneput in company with Major Charles 

Reynolds, of the Bombay c:fiablifhment, employed by the Britith government on a furvey 

through the Doo Ab; the refult of which, when communicated to the public, will no 

doubt prove :t valuable addition to the geography already acquired. At that time he faw 

tl body of Seiks ther. in the fervice of the great Sindiah; they were abollt one thoufand 

in number, under the comm.1nd of Doolchee Sing, from whofe brother moil of the in

formation above mentiQned was received. The author has to apologife tor giving a 

{ketch fo imperfelt, though he is happy to learn there is another and far better account 

already before the public from the late Colonel James Browne, of the Bengal eftablifh

ment, but which account.the author has not fecn. The account here given ftands merely 

00 hit. own refearches. 

I 
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gave h~p¢sof.apeaceful termination. A conference took place be .. 

twee~ the captain general, MujuqAl Dowla, and.Zabita Khan} but 

unhappily' a mifunderfianding arofe, which proceeded to viol~nt 
altercation on both fides. Whether Zabita K,han, who was of a 

turbulent and haughty fpirit, could not brook the manner of the 

king's minifiers, who talked in a hjgh firain, or whether he was.,. 

determined at all events on refiftance, has not been dearly afcertained.: 

Erom. whatever caufe. it arofe, he was obfcrved as he came {Jut of the , . 

tent to be uncommonly agitated; and without waiting for the' 

minifiers to accompany and introduce him, repaired direCtly to the 

royal tent .. Having paid his refpeCts to the king, he withdrew to 

his ()wn camp ;.. and fuddenly, without affigning any rcafon for fuch .. 

a conduCt. firuck his. tents and went into fort. Notwithfianding f~ 

glaring and infolenLa conduct', . the king d~d not proceed to the im-

mediate punifhment· of the.: rebeL, . On the, contrary, he was per

fuaded. through .the mediation of Lutaf!lt, who, it is afferted, was 

bri~ed la:gely on the.occafion, to pardon him. Zabita Khan was, 

therefore, invited to court~ 'anci, on promifing fubmifiion, \vas again. 

confirmed in his government of Sehaurunporc. The army returned. 

to Delhi •. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Revolt if the Rajah if JVPORE-SuccinEi Account of the Pnncipa

lines of OUDIPORE-JOUDPORE and JYPORE-'The Krn~ 

marches to JVPoRE-Takrng ofNARNOUL and DHANSNEY

Di/krac(.' of MUJUD AL DOWLA-Death of Pnnce FURIC.

HINDA BUKH'I-Death and Chara8er if NUJuFF KHAN. 

ON the return of the royal army to Delhi, Nujuff Khan, who 

had lately been appointed to the government of Agrah, repaired to 

that provmce: about this time news anived at court of the death of 

Madhoo Smg, ruler of Jypore. and of the acceffion of Pertaub 

Sing, a youth of twelve year!' of age, to hili father's government. 

The confiderable fhare whlch this prince bore in the tranfaCtions of 

the court of Delhi, jufhfy our takmg a retrofpeClive view of the 

provinces of Oudipore, Joudpore. and Jypore, or the countries de

nommateu by geographers RaJpootana *. 

When the Moguls firll: entered Hmdoll:aun, they found the inha

bitants in general effeminate and luxurious, and in confequence m

capable of oppofing with effeCt thofe hardy bands who at firfi under 

Zingis Khan, and afterwards his defcendant, the Great Timoor, ac-

• Confult the excellent memoir of a map of Mindot1aun by Major Rennel, to whom 

the authcr begs leave to return his thank~ for hiS liberal and polite attention in permit

in& him to copy the map prefixed to this volume. 
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ardent love of independence, and contributed to rendrr them con. 
tented in their tributary fiale. Aocorclingly. during the reigns of 

Jehanguire, Shah Jehan. and Aurengzceb t the Rajpoot princes,. 

were gradually allied to royal blood *. 

Rajpootallaht, or country of the: Rathore Rajpoots, in the im_ 

perial regifl:er is included in the province of Agimcre. From Jypore 

one of the principal cities, it extends J 68 cofes::: to its north-tvefiern 

boundary of Bekanccr. a city which {kirts the confines of the defaft;1 

to the eaflward it extends I So cofes", and is bounded on that quarter 

by Agrah; weft by the city of Debalpore, on the bank, of the SUIt

luz; and {outh by the province of Guzerat. 

The principa:l river. the Puddar, rifes in the n,ountainous part of" 

the country; and. afte r traverling a van- extent, is difcharged into 

the fea, near the gulph of Kutch. 

Wjrhin the: afore~tnc:ndoned tract are fhe citjcs of Oud'jpore. Joud

pore, and Jypore, including the {hong fortrcffes of Cheitore and 

Rintimpore:; the former memoflblc: for refifiing the arms of tl'le 

emperor Akbar; and the latter fOf having afforded an afylurn to the 

fat'uilies of Shah J ehan and Aurengzeeb. when in rebellion againfi: 

their parents . Thefe countries abound in conon, opium, jl1digo~ 

• See Dow's Hindoflaun - poffim. 

t In mis dcfcriplion Ihe author has availed himfd f of a Pcr"an MS. intidcd 

HutHlin Al Alnu/w", or a gcograpllic:..l aCCOunt of fcvtra l or the principal cilil." and 

provinces of Hindoftaun. 1 r is written by a It':I.med nntive, and contains much cllriOUit 
and ufefal information. 

+ Cofs is equal to (wo Britilh miles. ~ 
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tobacco, and grain of "arious kinds, man of " ,hich artic1es RTC ex

ported to Ahulnudabad, the capital of Guzerat , which returns the 

manufafuncs of Europe and Perlia. They ha\'c alfo a breed of eA

ceUent harres, ,,·hich arc in general ufe among' the Marhattil armies. 

While the empire -flOUrifllCd, the re\"cnues of the Agimere province 

were eftimalcd at twcnty-iix millions; ~hd the diffe rent Rajahs. \vhcn 

unitd l. couJd bring into the field an army of 1.00,000 men , a force 

truly formidable, and whieh proved frequently [Olal to the Mogul 

princes. even in the zenith of their po\\~r ;'Ind tlmhodty. To con

clude our remarks on this fingD lar people. in the words of a fpiritcd 

hiftorian *, to f.heir fituarion enabled them l O reraliate injuries ;o the 

.. cemor of rhe empire j but attached to their font ns ground on . 
" which thei'r deities as well ns their ancdl:ors had lived, few of 

,i their princes had been ambitious of incrcafing their territory.'" 

T owards the clore of the lail century, Jyfing, a princc 'no Ids 
celebrated for his warlike t.dents than for his reputation as a philofo

pher and a cultivator of the arts, fOllIlded the modem ci ty of j yporc, 

which he called ]ynagghar. It is ~tuated in the central parts of 

Rajpootanah, and about '40 miles wcft: of Agrah. T he town is 

handfomc and well built; the houfcs are of !lom!, and the firCLt~J 

which are large and fpacious. interfed each ather at right .mgles . A 

citadel, which commands the town, is built upon a ftecp rock, around 

which extends a chain of fortifications four miles in circumfercnce. 

In the town is to be fcen an abfcrvatory. ereCted by the prince afore

mentioned, ta which. during his lite time, m::U1Y eminent and 

• 
• Ormc's Hirtoncdl FrngmC'nts • 

M 2 
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learned men were invited, where the fcience of aftronomy was af. 

JiduouOy cultivated. 

This city has of late years increafcd In commerce and opulence; 

for fince tbe communication through the province of Lahoor has 

been flopped by the Seiks, the merchants from the north have bee" 

accufl-omed to enter Hindofiaull by the foute of Jypore. Rock fa t, 

iron, and copper. are found in the province; and its revenues arc 

dlimated at five millions frerling. 

The inhabitants are wholly Hindoos; and the iT manners are repre ... 

(ented by travellers to be hofpitable and unaffeded. Since the death 

of Jyfing, who may be confidered as the founder of the prefent fa

mi1y, thefe has been a fucccffion of fou( pdn.ces *. Purtaub Sing', 

who, as already remarked, was a minor in the hands of his guar

dians, from inexperience \""as incapable of governing and entirely 

under tht!: guidance of others .. During the late difiurbances I his 

miniflers taking advantage of the abfellce of the royal army, had 

negleCled to fend to court the cuft:om~ry tribute, which Shah-Aulum 
• 

was detenn~ned to ;mniCh. He accordingly aifembled the army. the 

command Qf which waS given to the Nawaub Mujud Al Dowla. 

This nobleman, eager tB gratify his own ambition, had long beheld 

with inlpatlcocc the authority of Nujuff Kl)an: he thought the pre. 

fent opportunity favJurable to his views; and the abfcnce of the 

("aptain general, who was employed in the Agrah province, gave him 

hopes of cflabli!hing his afcendancy over the mind of his fovereign • 

• ])'fins: SC1\'Aii l AUeri ~jn:;J rrithi S:n~ Madhco Sing .. 
• 
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and by the reduction of the Jypore country fix himfelf in power 

without controul. 

The army being affembled, Mujud Al Dowla t • accompanied by 

the king marched againfi Rc\\ ad, a large town in the dominions 

of Pertaub Sing, the place after a !horr refiflance fubmitted. as did 

alfo the forts of Narnoul' and Dhanfney. The [uecers of thefe 

operations induced Mujud AL DowJa to carry the king to q greater 

.difiance, and to proport!' to his majefiy to extend his circui( through 

the provinces of Agimere1,' under pretext of paying his devotions at 

the {hrine of a Mahomedan faint. This plan which ..... as to (epa.:. 

"ate the king from Nujulf Khan, would in all probability have 

fucceeded, had not a circumfiance occurred which bafl:lcd his 

{chemes, and led in the end to important confequcnces. Nujuff 

Khan hearing of the late fuccciI'es, and perceiving the incrc:aCed in. 

fluence of Mlljud Al Dowla, ventured on a perfonal vifit to the roy.,1 

camp; and leaving the care of Agrah to his friend MahomcJ Beg 

Khan, he began his march towards Jypore. The minifters of Per· 

taub Sin~. after the loiTes afore mentioned. finding farther reli£lancc 

vain, now tn:lde overtures of fubmiffion in the 111nlC of their 

mafier, and a negociation accordingly commenced. A large p'Hh

C.1I(h was offered on the part' of the young Rajah. ' and profer. 

lions of loyalty <lnd attachment in his future conduet.-Pending 

tbis treaty, l\lljllff Khan, who was informed of the circum{l;\[)ce, 

tefolvcd it fhouJd not be terminated unti·l his own arrival. He 

therefore, difpatchea an exprefs to the king, requcfiing that the treaty 

fuould not be concluded without him j and on his own authority 

forbJde the Jyporc V.keel to proceed any f ... ther in the alfair. Com. 
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mands diaated "in terms fo forcible had the der.rcd efl'ea:. and Shah. 

Aulum was compelled to acquaint Mujud Al Dowl. of his ae

quiefecnce in the demands of his rival. 

In a few days the army of Nujuff Khan arrived in the lJleigb w 

bourhood of the royal camp. and. to do the general hooour. his ma

jelly fent his third fan, the Prince Yezclan Bukht, to meet and cdn_ 

duct hi.ll'l to the pre(ence. A private conference was held on the 

occ.dian, and Mujud Al Dowla was convinced that the authcnjty of 

his rival was too powerful to be overthrown. Pertaub Sing W'd.S now 

on!ert!d to repair to the royal camp. and on prcfcnting an offc.ing 

of five lacl:.s of rupees, received his majefiy's pardon, and was ce· 

flared to the government of the Jyporc province. The army then 

returned to Delhi, where Nujuff Khan, (oon after Jlis arrivaJ, cele_ 

brated the nuptials of his youngcft daughter with the Nawaub 

,Nujuff Coo)y Khan. The marriage was honolll'cd by the king's 

preft ncc. and in a few days after Nujuff Khan rctlln1cd to Agrah. 

During the remainder of the current year, little occurs at Delhi 

worthy of notice; but the enfulng icafon exhibited a new {eeoc of 

aCtion. ;md OC'cafioncd a confidcrable alteration on the face of af. 

fajrs at court. The Sciks. who for fcveral years had con6ned thcm~ 

felves to tlu:ir own territories, now fuddenly appeared in great 

numbers on the frontiers . A great force under different leaders 

having affemblcd. entert!d the king's territories, and commenced 
their ufual ootlrf~ of plunder and devailation. Thcy foon pene_ 

rrated as far as Carnal, a large city 100 miles oorth of rhe C'apitaJ. 

Of thi, they took poffdlion, and dif"",fcd ..... parties in vamus " 
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directions to overrun the province of Delhi. To repel this darillg 

iovafron, Mujud AI Dowl., a<companied by Furkhinda Bukht, a 

prince of the royal fam ily I were ordered to take tHe field. Twenty 

thoufand men, with a refpcCl:able train of artillery . were foon rcady 

to marcn., Advancing by cafy marches along the: wcftcrn bank of 

the river Jumna. the royal army reached Camal without interruption_ 

At this place Runjeet Sing and Dec Sing, two of the principal leaders 

of the Seiks, difpatched a vakeel to camp wi,l. offers of r: if • 

.lion. They promifed a puifhcu(h of three hcks of rupees, [0 

Ieeal their affociatcs from their predatory incur{iollS. Ml,jud Al 

Do't\'la acquicfceing in the propofal, thofc chiefs were directed to 

attend the royal army in its future progrefs. Accordingly hav

ing evacuated the town of Carn.11 J they joined the millifler. From 

Carnal, Mujud Al Dowla advanced to Puttio.li, a town 60 cofes 

north of the latter," and lituated on the Se.ik frontier. That place 

was defended by Amur Sing, who with a numerouS garrifon, and 

abundance of pcovilions. refolved to fullain a fiege. Amur Sing 

~ad. hO\\."e\ICf, orher motiv~s for lcfifbncc; he was aware that a large. 

reinforcement of Seiks had Jeft Lahore, and might fhortly be ex

peCte.d at Puttiali; nor was he withollt hope that even in the event 

of their non.arrival. and the town being hard prefTcd. but that iJc 

fuotud be able to gain over the minifier to his views, by the aid of 

i.l ll~powerful gold. However this might have been , Mujud 1\1 

Dowla befieged the place in form; hut many days had not dapfed" 

\vbc:n it was announced to the army. that a negociation for peace 

wa~ in train. Amuf Sing conft:l1ting to become tributary, commjf-~ 

nonas were appointed on b0th fides to draw up.tn amicable neary .. 

The ccmfaenccs accordmgly commenced; but an act of treacher» . 
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on the part of the Seiks, and in which it was (ufpetted the miniller 

'lad a confiderable !hare , fuddcnly diffolved the meeting. To re· 

late with preeifion the circum fiances which led to th is breach of 

faith, we muft recollect that the Scik chieftains, who had fubmi ted 

at Carnal, were fliU in the roy!!.l camp. They having received ad

vice of the cxpe{tcd reinforcerncnt of their countrymen being ear 

at hand. fent noti-fic;ation of it to Arnar Sing; at the fame time d. 

vin that chief b.x fome means or other to break off the treaty then 

g. 

Agreeably to this information, Amar Sing .exhibited to the com

miffioners many !huftling eVIDons and pretexts; and to this was 

added an haughty and contemptuous behaviour, which could norbc 

miftaken. Rajah Daieram, the chief commiffiOllcr, perceiving his 
drift, quitted the town of Pattiali, and with 11is affociatcs returned 

to camp .. 

.. 
Meanwhile the lraitOf-s there ondeav.oured by fiudied refpect to 

preclude all fufpicion of their fidelity in .the mind of the minifier. 

Mujud AI Dowla {aid noO{ing; and his illameful fupinenefs on this 
occafion in fuffering the inCults Cuftained by the royal commiffioners 

at Pattiali to pars unnoticed, afforded additional proofs of his colIu_ 

(,"" in the difgraceful {cene. Early on the following morning. 

Runjcet Sing an1 his aifociate fuddcnly left the camp' a party was 

direlted to go in purfuit of them; this party had fcarccly cleared 

the advanced polls of the army, when they difcovered the van 
guard of an immenfe hoft of Seiks. wllo by forced marches had 

advanced thus far unnoticed. At the fame infiant An!ar Sillg. of 
I 
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Pattiali, iffuing out of the fort. covered the retreat of the traitors, 

and with them fhartly aftet: joined the troop, from Lahoor. The 

Seiks now made a violent attack on all fides: accuftomed to a de

fultory mode of warfare, they charged the line in feveral parts at 

once. and by the fiercencfs of their onfet, threw the king's troops 

into confufton. The whole army would no\~ have been facrificed 

had not the officer who, commanded in the fear, by a wel1.dircCl:ed 

fire of his artillery, given a timely check to the enemy. The king's 

troops were, however I compelled to retire; and for four days made 

a difgrnceful and diforderly' retreat. On the fifth day, the army 

reached Panniput, under the walls of which they encamped. Here 

the Seiks quitted them; and unfatiated with fuctefs, and fiercely 

thirlliag for plunder, they divided into feparate columns. and 

croffing the Jumna, fpread themfelves over the upper parts of the 

D~o· Ab, committing every where aCts of cruelty. devaftarion, and 

aeath. 

The late difgraceful fcenes ' had excited in the army univerfal 

indignation againfl: Mujud Al Dowla. On him the eyes of all 

men were bent; and numbers [erupled not openly to accufe him 

of having been bribed by the Seiks to betray the king's interefis . 

and devote his army to utter ruin. If, indeed, it be conlidered 

that a finer and better appointed army never marched from Delhi, 

that they Wel l! fiuQlcd with recent fuccdTes . and animated by the 

prefence of a prince of the blood; that this army iliollJd be incom

petent to fuftain the /hock of a tumultuous rabble, appeared incre

dible in the eyes of all men, and proved the reproaches thrown on 

the minifter to be IhiClly merited. EvCl) after the enemy had. re_ 

~ 



HISTORY OF [A. D. [,80. 

tired, inftead 'of remaining on the frontier to recover his foldiers 

from ~eir late deprcffion. he, as if panic !truck, marched pre

cipitately to the capital, thereby leavillg the whole country expqfed 

in hi' rear, and the wretched inhabitants a prt:y to the ravages of 
-thofe barbarous invaders. But he was foon to receive a punilliment 

adequate to his deferts. 

Intdligence of this difafirous event arriving at Delhi, confiema

tion and difmay feized on all. The king was highly incenfed at 

the bafe condud of Mujud Al Dowla; and to prt:vcnt farther ill con~ 

fequcnces. required the immediate attendance of the captain general. 

It was indeed high time for fome effectual interference. On one 

hand the Sciks were filling the 000 Ab with outrage and devafta

tion, while on the other {everal of the Zemindars, availing thcm_ 

felves of the confufion of the times, rofe in arms in many parts of 

the .country. 

The minifter, who by this time had reached Delhi, on his arrival 

1aboured inccfTantly to remove from the king's mind all fufpicion 

of his fidelity . He entered into a long defence of his condud:, 

wherein he attempted to prove that the late difafier was imputable 

not to his want of attachment, but to the common accidents of 

war.; that for himfelf he had ever been one of the foremoft in nal 

"Mld exertion for his majefiy's feevice. 

Shah-AuIum, who was not in a condition as yet to refute the ar

'guments of his miniilcr, (that nobleman's guard. having polf.llion 
" " 

of the palace) apparently accepted h is apologies; but the fcque! 

2 
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inclined ill thinking per(ons to conclude, that the king was in his 

own mind refolved on his difgrace. It mufr here be remembered 

that Mujud AI Dowla, from his extenfive influence at court, had a 

frrong party in his fayour in the army; that he, moreover, was 

in poiTeffion of the king's pcrJon and Ithe citadel, and therefore re· 

folved to oppofe his enemies by force of arms. It was juilly 

feared ,that the contention between the rival chiefs would, to the 

citizens of Delhi, be attended with confiderabJc mifcbief, jf not of 

bJoodlhod . 

Thefe alar~ls. however, were llappily,fubdued by the candua: 

and de.xterity of the captain gencral l who was now on his way to the 

capital. By me-.ms of his emHfaries, difperfed throughout the city, 

he, by large bribes and promifes of preferment. drew over to his own 
views the leading chiefs of the minHl:er's party. Secure on this 

head, he .hefitated not to carry his defigns into inn-ant execution . 

On hjs arrival in the nClgllbourhood, the .prince ,Furkhinda Bukht 

Olnd Mujud Al Dowla were ordered to meet and conduct the captain 
general to courr. Prior to MujudAJ Dowla's qui~ting the citadel, 

he received information of the intended combillt1.tjon agamft him. 
~c was told of the defigns of his enemies ~o fcizc him, and of the 
king'oS acquicfcencc and fecret indignation toward him: finally, they 

recommendt.d hin,l to be UpO~l his gtl;lrd; apc{, in the frrongeillman,,:,. 
ncr, urged him to remain within the citadel, where, with the/crcc 

,be f",{fetre~, qe might bid dcfi'lI1Ge to the united efforts of ,his cne

~~. Staggereil (it the 4nex,Rc4!"ed )intclligcncc, thc minHler for a 
l fl)o~nel1t paufed . J3l1t jrapdl d hy jill unaccountabJe ipfatu;u(on, he 

N 2 
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relied on the k_ing's perron'll favour, and, maugre the intreaties of 

his friend s, r<folved to go on. 

ScarceJy had the prince's retinue quitted the city, when Afranab 
Khan, a young {oldier of rortune, who had been bred in the camp 

and in the family of Zulficar Al Dow 1o, at the head of soo horfe. 

feized on the gate; thence proceeding to the citadel, he compelled 

the garrifon. who had heen Ibtioned there hy Mujud Al Dowl • • to 

Jay .down their arms and eva'cuate the fort. They obeyed: the 
fpirited youth then wok poffeffion for Shah-Aulum in the name of 

his benefatlor. The king havjng taken no notice of this rranfattion, 

it was [uppofed his majeily was apprifed of the whole plan prior to 

its execution. 

By this time the prince and Mujud Al Dowla lmd reached the 

camp of the captain general. After a few complimentary ceremo

nies, the minifl:er was informed that he was no more to vifit the 

king. Perceiving his difgracc inevitable, he begged leave to recum 

to his palace in the city. This was allowed, but a guard was rent 

along with hi~; and /hortly after the whole of his property. 

amounting to more than twemy lacks of rupees, \vas feized, and 

confifcated to the ufe of the captain general. 

In a court fo fruitful of revolutions as Delhi, the removal or de-4th 

of a miniJler is in general viewed hy the people with perfed a~athy . . 
and indifference: yet on this occafi.on, Mujud Al Dowla's conduct. 

in the late expedition had excited a difguframong all ranks; which. 

added to his former ads of rapacity and opprefiion to fupply the 
, 

t 
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extravctgance of .the court, . altogether rendered his difgrace jull1y 

merited. 

Zulficar Al Dowlah, on his prefentation at court, was received 

by Shah_Aulum with marks of the rnoJ1 affectionate refpeCt. In 

return he made an offering of four lacks of rupees, together with 
fome beautiful Perfian haefes for the ufe of the king's ftable. The 

p,alaee of the late vizir Cummir Aldcen Khan was a!ligncd for the 

rcfidence of the new minifler. who from henceforth determined to 

fix his refidence at Delhi. 

The difmiilion of Mujud AI Dowl. from all 11i' employments 

occafioned fome alterations in the arrangement of offices. At the 

recommendation of the captain general, the prince Mirza J uwa\!n 

Bukht was made fuperintendant of the bathing apartments; prince 

Furkhinda Bukht, Meer Atulh, or Grand Maller of Artillery; and 

his majFily honoured the captain general himfelf with the high office 
. of Vakeel Mutluck, or Abfolute Director General of the affuirs of 

the emp~re. 

The commencement of '781 was taken up in preparations for 

punifhing the Seiks. That lawlefs banditti were lUll ravaging tHe 
upper parts of the Doo Ab. 'To challiCe them, Mirza Shuffee Khan, 

a young nobleman who pofTcffcd great military experience. was de

tached .. {rom the capital with a body of twelve thoufand men, and ,- . 
a fuitable train of artillery... After eroffing the Jumna. he went in 

queJ1 ~f the enemy; and after fev~lal ineffectual Ilillmilhcs .ml. 
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• deCultory warfare , he at la([ brought them to a general and deciuve 

action. 

On the J 5th of Augufr, under the walls of Meerut, he attacked 

them with great gallantry and {pirit: the king's troops , i1:imulated 

by the remembrance of their difgrace the preceding year, and bum4 

ing for revenge, exerted on this aecaDon their utmoft: efforts to make 

an honourable amend. Succers cro\\-'ned their willies in a total 

overthrow of the enemy with a terrible !laughter. Sal11b Sing. their 

leader. w ith fevcral other commanders of nOle, were !lain 0 11 the 

{pot, and upwards of 5000 men. Difpiri tcd at this 10(s , the Seiks re

turned in the utmofi confufion. ('roiTcel the J umna with precipitation. 

and finally took refuge in their own territories. \vhich afforded relief 

to the miferable inhabitants over whom for the {pace of {everal 

months [bey llad exercifed [he moil uncontroled and unbounded 

feverity. 
, 

After ,he viuory, Mirza Shuffee Khan humanely direCted his · 

attention to the dillrelTes of the inhabitants. ; and to afford them 

folid proof::i of his benevolent in tentions , he, in the name of his 

.majdlYI granted them a remiffion of taxes for a year. 

Order being once more rellored , he returned in triumph to the 
I 

capi tal. H ad the adva~t,1ges we have ,\bove detailed beenpurCucd 

with a vigour proportionate to the occafion, there is ~oubt but .t 

the moll fubftamial benefits would have acrued to the~,n catiTe. 

The enemy were totally difpiritt:d with ~hcir lolres ; nnd by nfltura l 

confequence. were at variance with each other, and incapable of 
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refiftance. H ere then \Va; a moil favourable opportunity affordtd 

for extending the king" influence from the environs of his capital 

even to the Attock ; and of efiablifhing his authority on fo feeure 

and permanent a bafe as in future to have cffeClually precluded all 

attempts of his ambitious neighbours, or, what was to him of more 

confequence. to keep within bounds his own rebellious fubjeCts.

Unfortunately for the fiate, there advantages were not followed up; 

nor could the prime mi ll iner be prevailed on to re-aflemble the army 

for an invafion of the Punjab . He was now advancing in years, 

and had become indolent, to which it might be addc:d the minificr 

couJd not without jcaloufy behold the abilities and riling fortunes of 

Mirza Shuffee Khan. H igh {pirited and aCtive. that nobleman had 

gained the attachment of the foldiery in a very uncommon degree; 

and by acts of liberality and munificence, he was c<lrcful to confirm 

them in their fentimcnts. 

Meanwhile, as the perfon mo!\: fit for the appointment, Mirza 

Shuffat was nominated to the comm:1I1d of the fromier nation; and 

accordingly having received his di fmifliun from the prefcncc, atten

ded by a conuderable force, i1e repai red to the city of Panniput. 

About this time ambafladors from Lahoor arrived at court.

They brought letters of fubmiffion from the principal chiefs, whkh 

were accompa..'1. ied by a large pailhcuih in 'money, and a promifc of 

the; paymeht in future of a regular tribute. The city of Carnal was 

Hkcwife reftored to the king; and the ambalTadors moreover made .. , 
~ pecuniary compenfation for the lotre, fuftained in the late in-

vafionl 
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Shah-Aulum now celebrated the nuptials of his fecond fon., 

Prince Akbar Shah. with a princefs of the royal family. The 

ceremony was performed with much fplcndour at the houfe of the 

minifier, '\\,:ho took tbis opportunity of grati fy ing hi s mafier by 

beftowing liberal prefcllts on the new-married pair. 

Toward the latter end df the current year. died the P rince Furk. 

hinda Bukht. His remains were interred in the muu{oJcum of 

Humaioon, the general repofitory of the afhes of the hou fe of 

Timoor *. 

The death of the prince was followed fhortly after by that of the 

miniftcr. He had been much afflicted for {everal preceding years 

w ith a revere rheumatic· complaint. This was increafcd by a com

plic:lt.ion of other difordcrs occafioned hy an irregular mode of 

life. which at length inflamed his humours to fuch a degree of acri

mony as rendered life a burthcn to him. In this deplorable fiate. 

he languilhed for feveral months, till in the month of April '782, 
he expired in the palace of SefdarJung, lineerely regretted by his 

fovereign, who viiited him during his moefs. and lamented by the 

inhabitants of Delhi. who loved and revered him. He was b.uried 

in the fepulchre of Ali Mirdaun KJ,an. 

Mirza · Nujuff Khan Zulfiear AI Dow!a Wa6 a native of Perna: 

by the mother'. lide, he claimed 'his defemt f rom the royal houfe of 

Sefi, who" at the commencement of the prefeDt century, fat on 

Vide Appendix .. 
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the throne of Perfia. When Nadir Shah ufurped that government. 

J1C pm under confinement all the relati,'c branches of the royal fa

mily who remained . Among thofe wefe the mother of Nujufl' 
Khan: {he had t wO children, himfelf and a fi iler, named Khadecja 

Sultaull. 

[n '746, Mi rza Molll.tTun, brother of Sefdar jung, Soobadar of 

Oude, was rent on an ernbatly to the Pcrfi:l.I1 COllft . By his inter. 

ccAion, the family obtained their liberty; when the mother, pre. 

ferr ing to rCOl :1in in her native country , Mirza 1\1 0hu111111 carried 

back in to Hindofiau ll Mirza Nlljuff Khan and his fi ner, at that 

time about thirteen years old. This princers was {hortly :tfrcr mar

ried to her deliverer, and had by him one fon, who, in procef.'i of 

tim<: , became governor of Allahabad. f'h that !lation M ahmud 

Cooli Khan, the perfon above mentioned, was, by order of Shuja 

Al Dowl. , moft bafely afTallinalcd *. 

Mirza Nujuff Khan, at the time of his nephew'S deceafc, was 

likewjfe in the vizir's fcrvice.-But Shuja having taken an aver

fion to him. which moll: probably arofe from an unworthy jealoufy 

of his fuperior accomplifhments. treated him in feveral inftallces 

with marked difrefpefr . The high fpir;t of Nujuff Khan could 

not brook thefe indignitjes, and accordingly quitted for ever the 

dominions of Oude. 

In the year 1762, he repaired to Patna, where Coffim Ali Khan, 

• At the fort of J elau1ab3d, about five miles difiant from Ihe city of Lucknow • . 
o 
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Nabob of Bengal, at that time held his court. That prince taking 

N ujufF Khan into his ferv icc, he was promoted to the command of 

a body of :Mogul hur[e. H e was employed dlJring the war that 

foon after broke oul between the Soaba and the Britdh govcnunmt, 

and was rn. fcn t 3t the mtack of Oudah Nulla , and other places; 

and on al l on"aliens conduded himfelf with vigour, lpirit, and 

gallantry . 

On the defeat of Shuja DowIa at the memorable b:mle of Buxar, 

and the tota l ruin of the afiairs of the unfortunate Coffim, :M irza 

1\ujuff Khan being unwilling to tfUft [Q the vizi r's clemency. 

fought an afylum in Boghilcund . H ere he remained unt il the treaty 

of Allahabad in 1765. when he 'was rent for by Shah.Aulum; and 

:I.l his rccommendallon, Lord Clive gave him a penfion of two lacks 

of rupees, chargeable on the: revenues of the Corah province ~. 

On his majeily's retreat from Allahabad , Nujuff Khan accom

panied the court j and from that period he rofe , as we: have fcen in 

the preceding pages, to the fiff! offices and higheft honours in the 

!late . 

Mirza Nujuff Khan, by his powerful influence, h igh military 

charaCter. and unrelaxed attention to bufincfs, was wel l fitted to 

conduct. the aifairs of the empire with a vigorous and fiead y hand . 

He rellored orucr and tranquillity to the ahnoft-ruincd provinces; 

~ See the reports of the {deCt conlmitll!e. , 
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:lod by his wife adminifiration, recruited in a confiucrablc degree 

the exhaufl:cd finances . 

Though continually furroundcd by numerOUi and warlike cne. 

mies, the abilities of rhe captain gencr~tl were equa l to rhe ccnlelt. 

By a {lendy and nndc\,btillg purfuit in his ddigl1s, he .\t length 

triumphed over all his enemies , and ftaped the fruits of his well . 

earned labour!> by creClin,g for himfdf a noble princip:1liry. This, 

('onfi!lil.g of the t)ro\'ince of Agrah, of whi<.:h he was governor, 

the adjoining countries of Merta and IV1acilcri, the whuIe of the 

Jaut territories , and gre~tcr part of the 000 Ah, altog-ctlll:r yidding 

a revenue of two minions ficrling . His eflablilhmellt \'as magni .. 

ficent and extenfive ; and he lived in a manner worthy :.l prince. 

To great Ikill in military affuirs, Nujuff Khan aJded the happy 

talent of being able to conciliate the attachment of ilLS troops 

in an uncommon degree. The foldicrs admired his paticnce under 

adverfity. his affability. gencrufity. and manlinefs of fpirit; and 

though. from a variety of circllml1:~ces. and the fluctuating 

changes incide"nt to an A~atic army. they were not unfrcq uently 

thrown into difcontent , and (orne times even to mutiny, 1\llj l1ft· 

Khan. on thefe critical occafiol1s, never failed, by his addrcfs and 

dexterity, to p:tcify the rnoll: unruly without a diminution of his 

own authority.·-A rare and fortunate example' . 

That no other perron was equ:!.lly capable to combine and keep , 
togt:ther ruch a variety of difcordant interefts as the policy of an 

o • 
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Eaftern government ever exhcbits, was effeCl.ually evinced in the 

.xamples of his fuccclTors. 

Upon the whole, we may, with juftice. afcribc to Nujuff Khah 

the character of an aple llatefman, 11 lkiIfuJ commander, and a hu

n;ane and benevolent man. Polite and affable in his manners to 

all pe.rfons, which j$ indeed proverbial to his countrymen. he was 

generous to his dependants, and ftrittly juft. His death was de

{avedly regretted by Shah-AuIum, who certainly owed to Mirza 

Nujuff Khan a fituation morc refpeetable than he had before, Of 

was hereafter. ddlined to experience * . 

• T.he fo~ing account of the family of NujuH' Khan is extradcd from a Perfian 

MS. in the author', pofT"dlion; it is entitled KJulZanoh Omro/J, or Biography of the 

MCiUl Nobility, a work frequently mentioned by Oriental hiRorians • 

• 
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CHAP. VII . 

Tra'ifa8ionJ at Court fUl!fifjUl·1t! 10 fhl Death of Z V LFI CAR At. 

DOWLA-AFItA S I AB KH AN appointed MiniJIer-DilfCllfioll.f 
omong the MOG U L Lord.f-E/~'lJaliOll qf MIR Z A SH u rFE E K.-l A N 

-Intriguu-Hf! jJ ajJaJ/inoted biforc DEIG-Re~flppointmC'1II of 
AFRASIAB KJ-lAN- .. Rtjldlioll.r. 

UNTIL Nujufl'Khan 's death, afFJ.in at COllft, though at times in

terrupted by temporary dHfentions and difagreemc:nts betwixt rhe Mo

gul nobles, had by the active vigilance of the captain-general been 

amicably fettled . But their turbulent fpirit, however, r<::flrained 

dudng his life time, now broke forth with a fury wh ich was to

tally ungovernable. Hence in the [c-qud of this hiflory we 0,,11 

be reduced to the painful necefIi ty of recording fcenes of violence, 

anarcllY, and bloodihed. Shtth-Aulum advancing in years, and 

diftitute of that energy and vigour of mind fo necdfary to ftern the 

torrent, was compelled as occa1'ions demanded to yield to its force. 

and the unhappy 4ing, in the evening of life, had the mortification 

to perceive hi$ authority totally annihilated , and himfclf become a 

wretched pageant in the hands of his rebellious [ubjects . 

Among the principal competitors for power was Afrafiab Khan . . 

This young {oldier, bred jn the camp, and under the eye o{ the 

late captain-general, had by his military talents acquired the affec_ 

tions oJ the army. He was nominated to the poll: of Arnetr AI . 
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noticc of Afrafiaq Khan, and on receiving information of it from 
his emjll~ries, he determined by a vigorollS mcafnre, at once to 

bring the matter to iffue. Repairing to the palace, he, in peremptory· 

terms demanded the difmifiion of Mirza Shutfce, and (old the king 

thar perceiving his enemies had formed 3. pJan to fubvert his autho ... 

rity. jt was incumbent on him by every means in his power, to prc~ 

vent ruch an ad: of injuftice. 'That with refpeet to the appearapc 

of Mirza Shuifce at the capital, he muf'l: be called on to allign llis 

motives for quitting his fiation on the frontiers witqout leace ob

tained, and in manifefr violation of his oath of allegiance. 

Afrafiab Khan concluded with remarking the improper oondutl of 

the Pdncefs Khadejee Sultaun, whom he knew acted jn concert with 
his ene.mies. and urged t~ necefiity of laying fome reftraint upon 

her ambitious and intriguing fpirit. He charged. her with a defign 

ro degrade his majefty's authority; and finally concluded his re
monftrance. with a requifition for that princers immediately to de ... 

liver up the rortrefs of Agrah, with "the cannon and warlike ftorcs 

contained therein. Shah-Aulum under the reftraint of his minUter 
acquiefced in his demands, and accordingly Mirza Shuffee was 

called UpOD by Jetter to .fiate his ,rcafons for having quitted his fiation. 

This vjgorous meafure, though it alarmed Mirza Shuffee. did not 

incline him to rclin.9.uifh his l?uri"uits. Inllead of anfwcring fo th", 

charge, he advanwl his ",amp oppofite the Ajimere gate of the 

city, which he clofdy hlockaded. " 
• • 

The afpea: of affairs was gloomy. ,The rivai rl>iefs .were~ 

determined to reft the iifuc oftheir.refpeltive claims. to tb<.{~ 

and a fcene .of tumult and horror was .ppreba>daI by.1hcop"' .... 'Il 
, 1 
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inhabitants. At this crifis of affairs an unexpeCted d rcurnfr:mce 

arofe, which defeated the defigns of the prime minifter I and gave the 

palm of fuccefs to his opponent. During the difputes above re

lated, Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani, who was governor of Agrah 

on the part of Nujuff Khan, availing himfdf of Ihe confufton of 

the times. refolved to palticipate in the fpoils . He left Ihe fort of 

Agrah, and began to plund~r and Jay waite the country. but his 

vengeance was principally direCted againlt the Jagheer of Afrafinb 

Khan, of whofe authority he was jealous . Afraftab Khan deeming the 

prcfervation of his efiare preferable to maintaining his authority at 
court, determined to retire. But previous· retaking that fiep he delivered 

over the citadel to his affociate Mujud Al Dbwla, and-at his departure 
told the king he would" foon return, and take venge."'lOcc of his ene
mIes. He then with a felect body of horIe took t~e road to Ag'ra'" 

Scarcely had Afraftab Khan left the .city, when Mirza Shuff"ee 

Kh:m marched in with his whole force. His {uccefs was rapid. 

having fecured the gates and principal avenues to rhe palace, he 
detached a party to {urround the houfe. of Mujud AI. Dowla, 

Lutafut Khan, Nujuff Cooli Khan, and other chiefs, attached to 

his rival. After a ihort, but defperate refiftance. in whiep {eventl 

were flain, thofe noblemen were compelled to fubmit; and Mirza 

Shuffec, elevated with his fuecers, repaired in triumph to the palace. 
He was immediately invefted with the dignity of Arneer Al Omrah, 

aad rbe. fupreme adminifuation of affiirs. Tranquillity bein£" 

JdUJced in the city, Mirza ShuJfee paid a vifit to the Printefs 

Khadtja Sultaun. After mutual congroruJations the princefs pre

ICnood him with & large fum of money, of which he w ... much in 
p 
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want, and to confirm his authority by every means in her power. 

{he befio~ved on him in marriage the only remaining daughter of 

her dcceafcd brother. The nuptials were celebrated with rou h 

fpJendour at her own charge. 

Arrived at the height of his ambition. it might naturnlly be con

jectured that Mirza Shuff"ee woulJ omit no precautions to confirm 

his iluthority upon a folid hafts . But in his fubfcqucnt conduct he 

was highly reprehenfible. That conduct which had acquired him 

the affection of the troops and [he fupport of the officers, now ap

peared to have forfaken him. His demeanour on a fudden became 

haughty and imperjous. which excited murmuring and difcament 

in the br~{l:s of his affociates, and their effetl: were for him but too 

foon apparent. In the mc:an time we mull: direct our attention to 

the depofed m,inifter. Afrafiab Khan bearing of the late revolution, 

wifely refolved to make Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani his friend. 

He being equally well difpofed to a compromife, a treaty was ac~ 
cordingly drawn up. in which ,it was agreed to join their forces and 

march forthwith to Delhi, to reinflate Afrafiab Khan in his autho. 

rity, and afterwards !baring in a mutual adminiftration. 

In,the mean time their views were advanced, thouJh unintention_ 
ally toward. them, by the difclofurc of a plan which had becn con_ 

certed under the aufpic~s of the Pn,!ce JuwaulJ Bukht, which pro
~ duc~ a new revolution in affairs. that prince, who had Jong been 

indignant at the degraded fituation of the royal authority I thought, . , -
the ahIenee of Afr~fiab Khan a favourable op.ponunity for pro • . 

fecutin~ a plan for ,he king's re lief; ~d, of taking a1h~ri. of',t,1:>c ,l 

government to himfelf. I;le had fVr this purpofc privately gained 



SHAH-AULUM. t07 

over to his views Lutafut Ali Khan, Mahomed Yacoob , and fome 

other lords. To the weight of their influence, was added that of 

Mr. Pauly, a French officer, who commanded the difdplined bat. 

tations of the latc Samrao. . . 
The plan of operations having becn thoroughly dige!led. Mirza 

Juwaun Bukht, accompanied by his affociates, difclofed it to 5hah

Aulum. They ftrenu.oufly urged his majefiy to difmifs Mirza Shuffce 

Khan from his c"mpJoyments, and to re-affume nis authority. and 

puoHh the rebels. They concluded by recommending the immediate 

arren of the minifrer. whom Mr. Pauly.undertook to {ecure. Shah

Aulum fignify ing his acquicfcence. the confpirators prepared to 

carry their plan into execution. It was however rendered needlcfs 

by the voluntary departu re of Mirza Shuffce Khan. He was that 

very morning exercifing his troops on the rands of the J umna, 

when he received an account of the plan for his denruetion. He 

faw his danger. and finding his troops infufficicnt to face the com

bination·, prudently rc(olved to retire. The Nawallb Mujud Al 

DowJa and about 1000 horfe, accompanied him in his flight . 

They took the road to Agrah. On Mirza Shuifu's depal'turc . the 

king mounting an elephant proceeded direetly to the J ummo· Muljed-, 

where he received the compliments of the nobility. and difl-ribu ted 

a large fum "f money to the troops. His majeUy then invelled the 

PrjnceJuwaun Bukt with the office of Ameer A1 Omr:th, :tnd re---., ~ 

turned to the palace. But this triumph of the court was of very 

sbort duration. and the principal aCtors in the late tranfa!tion were 

. ~Tht principal mofqut in the city of Delhh Sec Appendix .. · 

p 2 

.. 
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foon dellined to cx~riellec a fad re~erfe of fortune. Indeed every 

attempt of this ill-fated monarch to emancipate himfelf from doe 
re/lrainlS impofed by his rebellious fervants, kerus .only in the 

clufion to have rendered bis fituation more wretched. 

Mirza Shuffee and hi. a!fociate on quitting Delhi, determined to 

feck an afylum in the camp of his inveterate foes. But it muil-be

recollected that circumfiances were now materially alt.ered. He. 
li-"e them, was a fugutive. and a fcnfe of their common danger had 

moreover naturally reconciled the cKiled chiefs to a combination of 
Iheir mtttual interell. Mahomed Beg, Mirza Shu/lee, and Afrafiab 

Khan, having met in tb.e neighbourhood of Muura, after a'mu

tua) interchange of compliments. drew up a foltmn treaty to the 

following effdt: I. An equal divifion was 10 be mad" of the lands, 

poffe!fed by the late Naw.ub Zulficar Al Dow!.. • . Mirza Shuff"" 

Khan to be fe.inflated in the pofi of prime minifter, and to remain 

at Delhi. 3 . [n confider.tion of Afrafi.b Khan yielding up hi~ 

claim to the chief djrettion of affuif.S, he w~s to· be left in joint au

thority with Mahomed Beg Khan, to rule in the 000 Ab and {outh 

weft of the Jumn... The: treaty was concluded by an unanimous 

aCfurancc of inflicting on their enemies the moll: exemplary punHh

ments . The unit<:<! forces of tbele powerful chiefs then commmccd 

their march towaras the capital. On the road they were joined by 

Pertaub Row of M""bcri. On reaching J"ereedahad, a town about 

tw<lve miles foulh of Delhi, the confederates encamped, and f,om 

hence,refolved to dictate to the emperor their own term.. A~ 

ably to .his refolution, Mujud AI Dowl. was difparched to court: 

He was comrniffioned in the lIame of lhe cOllfedellller b> dltlille 
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to Shah-AuJum, their ",folution to maintain their allegiance to his 

majefiy. but ot the fame time to ltate - the necellity of relloring to 

Mirza Shuffee Khan, that authority of which by the machinations 

of his enemies he had been fo unjuilly deprived. 

The arrival of this tmbait:,dor created the mon alarming appre. 

IInfions in the king's mind. A council was affembled on the oc

cafion, when Prince ]uwawl Bukt fpiritedly propafed to oppofe 

the rehels by force. He obferved to his maje!ly with much j udg

ment, that lhould the rebels obtain their infolent demands .. there

was no reafonable ground in future to hope that any- refpea would 

be paid to his majefiy, but that the traitors, as the natur:ll t:ffea of 

an ea[y oomplianc.e, would not fell fat ished without the complete 

degradation of the royal authority. The prince was fupportcd in 

his opinion by the whole council, and Mr. Pauly affirmed that his 

own force was of itfelf fufficicnt to overthrow and difperfe the rebels. 

But the king with a pl1ft11animity totally unworthy of him, which 

afofe from a frar of fufiaining inful!~ 1l1oulJ the rebels be fuccefsful, 

rejeCted the falutary advice of his fOil, anJ commanded him in 

concert with Mr. Pauly to enter uuo an amicable agreement with the 

confederates . Many perfons at Delhi fe rupted not to affirm, ,b.t 

the king on this occafion, was fwnyed by the intrigues cnrrying on 

in the haram. That the Princefs Khadejee Sultuun, the auot of 

Miu;a Shutfce, had pcrfuadcd his majefirro pal.'ific mc:lfurcs. It is 

moil probable that to the latter cauCe may be attributed his irrefolu~ 

ti"", Pauly and Lutafut ,her.folJ', were charged with the ncgoci_ 

arion. and to give appearance of greattrcordiality on the part of hjs 

majdly, the P,oo Juwaun Bukht was direCted to accompany the 
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commiffiollcrs to the rebel camp. Mean while a plan.. of which 

AfraJiab Khan is faid to have been the contriver. was agitated in the 

councils of the confederates. They agreed fa the propofitioos for , 
peace, but, infrigated by a revengeful fpirit, defcended to the perpe-
tration of an atrocious ad:. 

A general reconciliatjon of part ies being agreed to, and ~roper~ 
";1tified by the refpettive fignaturcs, Prince Mirza Juwaun Bukhr, 

accompanied by Pauly and Lutafut, left the city and proceeded to 

the:' confederate armies. But (caredy had the devoted vict ims entered 

the camp, when a party of horfe, who had been placed in arnbufcade. , 
fuddcnly ifruing froln Ibeir concealment, attacked and difperfed the 

followers of the cOn1ll1iffioners, feizcd and overpowered thofe un~ 

fortunate men. and by a bloody procefs (huck off 'he llead of Mr. 

Pauly. and deprived Lutafut of fight. The army of the r<beJs then 

attacked the battalions of rhe commiffioners, whom as they were 

totally unprepared fOT the treachery, were eafily overpowered. To 

the prince they promi red implicit obcdic-nce , and fh ortly after in his 

company entered the city in triumph. 

Shah~Aulum, thus reduced, was conftrained to receive the rebel , 

\·.ith apparent' fatisfad:ion and marks of refpcCt. Mirza Shufl\.-e 
was rcinfiated in his- authority I and the other chiefs wrre honoured 

with titles and cljgni~ics. 

From the .fcendoncy thus acqljired by Mirza Shuffce. had he 
purfued an upright c;onduCt. there Was ""try prolped of hi~ :lutllbiif)! 

being permanent. But it foon apptam:l that1hehlt recoIttllillti/M'l,r 
• 
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tbe contending chiefs was temporary and infincere. T he prime 

lDinifi:er. in order to refiore tranquillity to the province of Agrah. 

which had fuffered much by the tumults before mentioned, reColved 

to repair th ither in perf on : he took with him the prince Solimann 

Shckoo. We may recollect: the fl-ipulati ons made in the treJty of 

Ag'rah the preceding y.ear. M.homed Beg Khan ~hmdllni , who 

dccmed himfelf the principal infirument in the. rcfloTlltion of the 

minifi3's authority., now calle.d on him for the performan(,e of his 

agreemellt. H e demanded hi s {hare of the lands of the late Zulficar

AI Dowla. Mirza Shuifee, whether he thought his authority too . 

fi rmly eflablifhed to be again (haken, or je<llous of divided . fway . 

refufed compliance wi th the terms of the treaty. 

Mahomed Beg Khan, jufily inccnf~d at this hrcnch of fait ll, gave 

v.ent to the natu ral ferocity of his difpoli tion, and rcfolve~ to take 

a fevere revenge. It is probable, however, that the miuifier m iglw 

have warded off the blow, had he not by an aCt of equal folly and l 

injufiicc, hurried the whole body of the Mogul nobil ity into atl:s of< 

apen hoftiIity. It will be necclTary here to develope the caufes of' 

fudden revolution which led to the eXlinCtion, not oniy of his au .. · 

thority. but his life . T o an unbounded ambition, Mirza Shuffc~ ' 

unfortunately added an inextinguilhablc avarke: atl:uatcd by that 

unworthy paffion . he in a fatal moment determined to rerume thofc· 

land, which haJ been granted by the late NlIjllff Khan as Jai,dmJ, 

f.{)r the maintenance of the troops of the different Mogul lords. In 

lieu of thefe, he determined it ' ihould henceforth be dilburf«l by 

monthly payments from the royal treafury.. H is commands, when 

Ilotified to the different chiefs, excited unlYcrfaJ murmurings and dif .... 
• 
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content. But Mirza Shuflee e.oforccd obedience to his orders.

Fatal were the confequences which fonawed this ra!h and impolitic 

mcafure. The commandc:rs, irritated at the unworthy treatmen.t, 

w ith jufiice deemed their ferviccs merited a return far different; and 

under the impulfe of paffion, hurried themfelvcs into the commiffion 

of a crime of the blackell dye. Afrafiab Khan, Mahomed Beg 

Khan, and other lords, entered into a confpiracy to alfaffin:u the 

rninifier; and bound thcmfelvcs, after the perpetration of til deed, 

to place Af rafiab Khan in the authority of the deceaied, and to re

nore the Jaiedads. The mor.e effeClual1y to conceal their intentions, 

it was agreed to invite Mirza Shuffee, who was hy this time ad .. 

vanced towards Agrah. to an amicable conference, to reconcile and 

fettle their mutual difpu,es. 

On the "3d of September at the CUl'tCllt year, the two annies 

met, and encamped in the neighbourhood of Deig. Though the 

confpiracy we have before related. had been planned with the utmoll 

{«reey and caution, it, by {orne means or other, tcaCbed the cars 

of Mirza Shuffee's friends -; -aud previous to the intended interview, 

the prime ·miniller was wamed of the treacherous defigns of his 

enemies. But Mirza Slmifee rejelled tbe information as a conce:ed 

falf.hood; and totilly ... gardlef. of perfonal fafc:ty, accompanied 

by a few followers, he proceeded on hi, vilit. Tbe army of 

Mahomed l!eg Khan was dawn out as if ready to r<CCive and com. 

pliment tbe miniller. Each of the chiefs was IDOUDIIed on hi< ele. 

phant; as the animal on whi£h Mirza ~ rude approached the 
OIber, Mahomed Beg Khan, confOllllabIe to ciohliJhed ufage • ..
up, faluted, awl. embraced his Jiyal, but ito the pc:IfllljDWa of. 
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that act, having fcized hold of the minifier's right hand, which 

was the fignal agreed on, Mirza lfmaed Beg, his nephew, who 

fat in the Khawaf, *, plunged a dagger into the body of the devoted 

viCtim. He groaned, fell back , and expired. A defperate action 

enfued between the armies; but at length Afrafiab Khan, exerting 

his influence, pcrfuaded the troops of the late minifier to join the 

confederates. The body of Mirza Shufiec was taken up by his 

followers, and interred in the fort of Dcig. 

Of this event Afrafiab Khan having fent notification to Delhi , an 

anfwer was received, exprdlive of the king's approbation of the 

deed. At the fame time a firmaun arrived, which conftitut .::d Afrl

f~han . Amee..!......bl Omrah. and moreover gave permiflion to 

appropriate to his own ufe the effects of the late mininer. Finally, 

Afrafiab Khan and prince Solymaun Shekoo were ordered to re~air 

to the capital with all poffLble expedition. 

The indifference with which this important trufi \Vas conferred 

lIpan Afrafiab, creates a fufpicion that the fate which had befallen 

Mirza Shuffee was not difagrecable to his majcfty. A ecncrous 

mind, on this furmife, deplores the humiliating fituation of a def

ccndant of Timoor, fanCtioning aCls difgraccful to humanity, and 

fubverfive of the principles of moral and {ocial order. 

Whe" Mirza Shuffce was a«afHnatbd', his brother, Zein Al Abu-

• The Khawars is the bac~ feat.on :ln1eJeph:ult, in whieh II perron is ufualJ}"placed 

.\f~th , a Chr.wn·, or fun. At COllrt, a~ aN~ th~ nobililr, it is deemed the higbdl 

f1~r to be placed there. 
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deen Khan, was governor of Meerut. T he king, tenacious of the 

power which he derived from that lituation, determined upon his 

removal. A mandate was accordingly iiTued for th .. *t.~«lobler;nan's 

appearance at court. He was received with refpett . Shah-Aulum, 

after condoliBg with him on the death of his brother, intimated to 

him the neceHiry there was to refign his govemment. Zein Al 

Abudecn. v,rho was a man of impatient temper, in feeret burnt with 

indignation at this unworthy treatment j at the time, however, he 

faid nothing; but on retiring from the hall of audience, he repaired 

to hi s own palace. whence he privately departed. SenfibJe that this 

conduCt: would enrage the King , he haflened to Meerut; and deter

mined to rclift the royal authority. he there collected around him his 

friends and dependants. 

Intelligence of this defection reaching Afrafiab Khan, he affem

bled the army. led it to Meerut, and invefled the town. He had 

determined to have punilhcd the rebel in the molt exemplary man_ 

ncr; but th is determination was overruled by the advice of his 

confidenlial officers. They Ieprefented that his power in the fiate 

was as yet infirm, and it therefore became him firIl: to make over

tures for negotiation. to which. in all probability, Zein AI Abudeen 

would affent. Nor we're: they dece'ived in their conjectures. Inti

mation being g iven, a. treaty was fet on fOO l ; and Zein Al Abudeen 

con{enting to fubmit to his majefty's clemency, was pardoned . He 

was recdved at court with hono'J r. and a flipend out of the royal 

trcafury was allotted for his [uppert. 

The prime minifter returning to Delhi, was received with great 
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diftinCtion. He anfwered Shah.Aulum with proteilations of per

petual attachment; and as proof. prefented his majcfl:y with an 

offering of three lacks of rupees , and forne valuable Perii.:m horfes. 

Cuttub AI DnwIa was now rent to command in M eerut; and 

Nujuff Coali Khan, fon. in-law to the late minifl-er, who had till 

now relided at Meerut, was directed to remain at ('ollrt. 

In the heginning of I j84. Major Brown, who had beell com

miffioned on a deputation to the king by the fuprcme council of 

Calcutta, arrived at the capital. The Major was received with high 

refpea; and in behalf of the Britilh go\'crnmcm, prefcnted Shah. 

Aulum a h:mdfomc paifhcufll. 

The arrival of this deputation excited various emotions 10 the 

mind~ of the Delhians; fome were of opinion that the period wat:: 

at hand when Shah~Aulum would return to the protcttion of his 

oldcJl: and. in truth. his beft friends. the Englilh, others again 

conjeCtured that the intent of the embaffy was, to arrange with the 

minifier the concerns of the royal family, Thefe, during the late . 
.commotions, had arifen to a height which was truly difirefsfllL 

But the real eaufe of Major Brown's arrival" was in confcquence 

of orders h~ had received from his government, not to decline any 

overture that mig ht be made for affording a military aid to the royal 

caufe. The Seiks had for feveral years back. by their predatory 

iacurfi.ons into 000 Ab and Rohilcund, excited alarm in the go": 

• See the proceedings of parliament on the trial of Mr. !-tailing" 
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vemment of Afuf Al Dowl.: and Mr. Haf1:ings . the Britifh go

vernor. with his ufllal difcernment , dccmtd [he exertions of the 

court of Delhi might, at the prefent jund ure of aflilirs. prove a 

benefical counterpoife to the rifing pO\ver of the Seiks. 

Many days had not c1apfed ftnce the arrival of Major Brown, 

when an event occurred which created much confullon in the palace. 

and led, in its future confequences, to concerns of momentolls jm~ 

port. The: heir apparent, prince Mirza Juwaun Hukht, difgufied 

at the dai ly infults he received from the minifier, refolved to throw 

himfclf on the protection of tJ>c vizir and the Englifh: he hoped 

thereby to procure cafe to himfe1f, and an alleviation to the difireffes 

of his family. Efcaping from the palace at midnight, he cralTed 

the Jllmna. and repaired to Lucknow. But as the fortunes of Mirza 

J uwaun Bukht will hereafter be detai led in their proper order, it is 

here only necelTary to point out the immediate effeCts of his flight 

from the capital. 

Afrafiab Khan , confcious of rhe ill treatment the unhappy prince 

had. through his means , endured, was fearful of the vlzir's· refent: 

ment. He thought. therefore. that the mon cffeClual means of 

obviating this would be. to perfuade the heir apparent to return to 

Delhi. Accorrl ingJy, he I in the king's name, fent letters to the 

vizi.r and Mr. Hafi ings, who was then at Luck,now, demanding, in 

[Crms moil peremptory , the immediate return of the fugitive prjnc~. 

Although Shah-Atilum. by affixing his fcal to the difpatch ... ap-

' . 
• Aru( Al Dowla. 



SHAH -AULUM. "7 
parently fandiol1cd the demands of his minifier. it JS certain, that 

in his own mind he was not aver(c to the c(cape of his Ibn . . If. 
indeed, his unh:tppy fttuati on be thoroughly confidcred, it js not to 

be wondered :at he {hould encle:lVour by any means in his POWCf'to 

obtain rel ief. 

Some days after the departure of the letters before mentioned, 

Major Brown, the Bririlli AmbatTador, was requcficd 10 proceed to 

Lucknow. He accordingly repaired thither. Afrafiab Khan deem

ing his authority fully el1ablinle<i, now th rew off the 111afk. and ex

hibited himfclf in his natural colours. He fir1t propared to the 

king to march to Agrah. the objeCt: of \\ hieh he affirmed W:l.S the 

fefl-oration of that province to order. H ad he reiled here, it would 

have redounded to the honour of Afrafiah; but impelled by a jea

loufy againfl: Mahomcd Beg Khan totally unwarrantable, he, at the 

clofe of the conference, in vehement language urged the king to 

revenge the alTaffinatioll of the late miniilcr in the punifl101ent of 

Mahomed Beg. His mnjefly perccivilJg the invidious drift , turned 

from the miniiler with coldne[s , and retired into his haram. 

The {ouree of this extraordinary demand may, without difficulty. 

be tmced in the rivallhip of the two chiefs. Mahomed Beg Khan, 

though eertai!1ly guilty of an atrocious acr, deferved not puniilimcnt 

from the hands of Afra.fiab. It has before been feen , that the 

minifir-r himfelf, in conjunttion with the Mogul Sirdars, ha.d urged 

and fiimulated hinl to the deed; a.nd for this he was now to become 

a [aerifice at the ihrinc vf his imperious £oadjutor. 

~ 
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Afioniihed ~t the king·'s abrupt departure, Afrafiab Khan, in 

fullen filcnee, retired to his own palace. Giving loofe to his refent

ment, he there determined on a meafure equally violent and unjuft. 

At the conference above mentioned, the Nuwaub Mujud Al Dowla 
had bc.-:cn prefcnt. That nobleman having endeavoured to diiTuade 

the king from his intended expedition to Agrah, the officious remark 

paffed not unnoticed by the .haughty fpirit of Afrafiab. He now 

direClc:d Nujllfr Cooli Khan, his dependant, to lead a party of guards 

to the palace of Mujud Al Dowla, and feize his perfon. His or. 

ders were obeyed with alacrity, and the unfortunate man again found 

himfclf in the courfe of a few {hort hours reduced from affluence 

and command to penury and a prifon. His property was feized. 
and convened to the minifier's ufe. Muj ud Al DowJa was after

wards confined in the fort of Agrah , where he died in J 788; not 

much regretted. except by Shah-Aulum. whofe confidence he had 

fo frequently abufed by the eommiffion of oppreffive acts upon his 

fubjeCt.s. He was an intriguing artful courtier, avaricious, and in

folent. Shah-Aulum. when informed of this outrage. was filled 

./ with the deepeR indignation . He refo1ved therefore, at all events, 

to throw himfelf into the hands of the Marhattas; and by a foreign 

aid. to relieve himfelf from the inftlpportable infults daily offered 

him by his own fubjects. 
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SHAH-AULUM. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Rife and Progrrfi if l\1.'\DHAJtE Sn;oIAH, Ruler if MALWAH, 

from tbe EjlnMijhmenl if biI Family in llJi11 Provin(e wuii hi! 

l ntelfertllcc ill /be Po/itics if the Court of DELHl-l lll rigua 

if AFRASIAB KH AN-His D Mlh alld Chma{/er-SlNDlAH. 

iJ mode PlI'mc ft1iJJijler. 

FROM the preceding {cenes of parry violence, the reJder will 

with pleafure follow hillory through the more edifying detail of 

geographical information. We {hall procctd, therefore, to take a 

rctrofpedive view of the Malwah province, in its fluctuating flate 

uuder;l fucceffion of rulers. But the confiderable influence acquired 

by Madhilioo Sindi"h in the politics of Hindoll,un, prcvioll fly de

mands attention to the rife and pfogrcfljvc:: fortune of Ihis cAtqor. 

dinary man. 

Madhajce Sindiah Putted Bah:ldur \\a5 dc:fcended from a Rajpol'lt 

fami ly. His father, Ranojee Sindiah. was an officer in the fer vice 

of Bajerow. who, in the latter cnd uf thl.' reign of Rajah Sahoo, 

w.:ts Pailhwah of the Marhana Rare. The fupinenefs and effemi

nacy of the court of Delhi, and the difiraCled fiate of the empire 

toward the clore of 'he reign of Mahmud Shah. rendered eafy the 

fubjugation of the Malwah province. On that expedition Ranojce

Sindiah accompanied 'he Pai!hwah. 'fhe fervices and ability dif- . 

I 
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played by Ranojec du rmg the campaign, were rewarded with the 

management of the province, which was conflJ·mcd in jagil(';cr to his 

defecndants by Rajah Sahoo. Ranojee had fOllf fo: lS : Appag«, 

Tagec. 'fookagee, and Sindiah. Appagee was {lain in.Je civiJ broi l 

in the Jynaghur province; T ookagcc and Tagee pcrill1cd in the 

memorable battle of Panni put in J762. 

Sindiah, in that aCtion , though only fevcnteen years of age, dif

played a gen ius and fpirit which well foretold his future greatnefs: 

being defperatcly wounded, and unable to follow the route of the 

few fmviv ors of the Marhatta army. he was (ccfelly taken care of 

in the camp of the AbdaJlec. Recovered from his \\lounds. he was 

privately removed from this afy lllm, and by h is protectors conveyed 

into Deccan. He then affumed the government of his patrimonial 

enate of Ougein. From his intcnfc application to bufinefs , aided 

by the endowments of a vigorous mind, he foon acquired confidera

blc influence in the Marhatta fiatc; and was early confidcred as one:: 

of ~he principal Jagheer Dars. In 1770, he accompanied Holkar 

and Bcefajee into Hindol1aun, where his actions have been recorded 

jn the preceding pages. 

Malwah *, the g reater part of which is the inheritance of the Sin

diah.family, is in length two hunclred and forty-five cofs., in bfeadth 

two hundred and thirty. On the north it is bounded by the At'imere 

Soobah; on the fouth by Baglanah; on the eall by part of Agrah 

• FOT the following detail of the Malwah province. the auth?T is happy to confers 
his obligations to Major Charles Reynold~J furveyoT general on the Bomb.,y dbblinl

mcm, who furnifilcd him with the materials colleCted by himfcJf on the (pot. 
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:md Allahabad; and on the weft by Guzerat. The principal rivers 

that flow through this fertile and extenfive tract, :tre the Chumbul, 

the Sind, and the Nerbuddah: but it is watered by many 6ther 

{maller fircams. Though higher than the refl: of Hjndollaun ~ tHe ._ 

land of Mal wah is in general fertile; in it are reared numerous 

herds of cattle; and it abounds in opium , indigo. and tOb3CCO .

In former times the revenues were computed at four millions flcrling; 

this, of late years, however, has been much reduced; and even 

Sindiah, in his colleClions. can realize only a million. 

The Patan princes of the race of Khuljec having conquered that 

province from the Hindoos, fixed their feat of government at 

Mando. , It was during the long and glorious reign of the renowl1ed 

Akbar, that Malwah was gradually, alienated from the Patans.

Raving annexed it to his empire, it remained in his family until the 

cloCe of 'he reign of Mahmud Shah. 

The Zcmindars and roldiers of fortune here, as in other parts of 

the empire, during this turbulent period, divided amongfi them the 

different provinces. , Out of there arore fevcral indcpendant fiates; 

thofe ftates encroaching upon the imperial authority, by degrees 

threw off all but a nominal allegiance to the houfe of Timoor.

Hence, the authority of the Soobah became frequently circumfcriDed 

to the environs of that city, which he chofe for his relidence. The 

~jah of Chundeely, deCcended from the ancient princes of the 

country, feized on the north~aft parts; the fouthem were occupied 

• A lu~ city, fifty miles diClant from Ougtin. 

R 
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by the Keeche,. To the w<award the petty Zcmindars ~f Annunt. 

warah and Sooudunah a!fumcd the fiile of independant princes. and 

in the ('"cntre of the province was erected. the nabo~lhip of Bopau!. 

Whilfi thefe r~bcls were bidding defiance to the royal authority, 

a new and more formidable enemy. the Marhattas, foon dcilroyed 

the hopes of thofe petty fovereigns, and made thcmfclves mafiers 

of the whole province. At this period, Kullich Khan. the famous 

l\izam Al Mooluk, was governor of Deccan . He alfe, difguficd at 

the h:vity which fiigmati:t::ed the councils of the court of Delhi. re

{elved to render himfelf indcpcndant. To avert, however. t.he ven

geance of the royal arms, he {ecectly invited the Marhattas to an inva_ 

lion of the Malwah province. Delighting in predatory warfare, the 

propofal was received with avidity . The immenfe Marhattahofi was 

commanded by Bajerow; Rajah Gheerdi r di reCted the imperial 

forces. Defperate was the hattIe which foon enfued ; but victory 

dedaring for the invaders, with incredible rapidity they overran both 

Malwah and the rich province of GlIurat; and their viCtorious 

arms were afterwards carried to the cvnnnes of Bcianah and Agi

mere. 

'fhe peay fovereigns \\'ho had affumed indcpendancy f in conCe. 

'luonce, obligecl to yield up the beft part of their po{fe{Jions. were 

reduced to d1e payment of an annual tribute: but the Nabob (If Bo

paul and a few other Rajahs were fiill permitted to retain a part of 

their territories, and .to exercife over them an authority fubordinate 

to the contrOll} of the Marhatta government . 

• 
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Millwah was then divided into three !hares: the firn was allotted 

to Bajerow; the fr.cond to the Marhatta prince, Rajah Sahoo ; the 

third to the family of Mulhar Bolkar. Sindiah. as we have feen. 

inherited that part of the province ben-owed on his far her by Baje

row. But hya train of fuccefsfu' operations, he was enabled to 

appropriate to himfd( a confiderable portion of the Circar lands . 

Too,kajec Halkar, who inherits the third divifion of the M alwah 

province, f'ince his acccl1ion has refided at Indore, a city thirty miles 

diCtant from Ollgein. 

Ougcin, the modern capital of Malwah, is liwatcd on the eafiern 

bank of 'he Sipree river. in lat. 23.12. N. andlong. 75. 48. W. 
• • 

The city is , from its antiquity, of confiderablc nOfe in the empire. 

The monuments ",~hich it exhibits of the piety and fuperfiition of 

its Hindoo fovercigns. are fiilI regarded with veneration; nor have 

the Patln emperors contributed lefs to its embelJifhment. Among 

a variety of gran~ and vc;:nerable ruins, travellers mention wid! ap

plaufe an edifice ereCted by Na/lir AI Deen Khuljee in 'he ninth 

century of the Mahomedan rera. About on~ mile and :1 hal f cail; 

" of the city is a large g loomy building of an o&anglliar form, and 

the whole of ~he materials of fione. Its foundation is an artificial 

ifland, which is formed by a deviation of the weflern channel of dle 

frream in the bed of the Sipprcc, and is connetled with the oppofite 

bank by a flone bridge of fix'een arches. The building con fins of 

a . variety of fp"acious chambers. confhut1ed upon a level WIth the 

water: throughout thefe, by means of refcrvoirs, the: water is con

veyed in different channels. and hence, by artificial cafcades . dif ... 

charg~ itfdf inw the Sipprce in pleafing murmurs. . The apart .. 

R 2 
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ments 10 this ddightful retreat are cool and falubrious. To ea.ch 

reeers are fafl:cned rings of iron for the purpofe of attaching purdahs, 

or fkrcens made of the aromatic root called Khufs. Thefe, when fprin

klcd with water from without. not only g ive an agreeable ccoiners to 

the entering air. but entirdr exflude the ulc1cmcncy of the fultry fea

fan. Vi c have before remarked that, among perfons of diftindion, 

this luxury is common throughout Hindoftaun. lnto thde watery 

abodes, when defirous of repofe. and fatigued with the toils of 

fiate, the princes of the houfe of Khuljce were accufiomcd to retire. 

During the periodical mins. the lower parts of this building arc en. 

tirely overflowed, and an amazing force of water acts againll it: 

but fo grea t were the pains befiowed on j ts ereltio!'), and the matc

rials of fuch wonderful folid'ity, that after a Japfe' 6f three centuries. 

·it remains entire, and fiil} continues to attraa: the admiration of the 

fpcctator.-We refume, afrer this digreffion, the th(cad of our nar ..... 

ration . 
• 

Sindiah, on his return from Hindollaun in 1774, employed ills 

utman exertions to extend his influence, and enlarge his patrimoniaL 

territory. Bold and afpiring in his views, he purfued the plans of, 

his future aggrandifement with ardor and unremitting perfeverance. 

He had greatly increafed his revenues , and rendered his country 

highly flourifhing, whcn fix years afterwards was formed the grand 

Marhana confederacy. Joining with that league, he became a prin

cipal actor in the [cenc, in which it was vainly hoped to have over ... 

tbrown the Britlih empire in the Eaft. It wai, however, happily 

dilTolved, and the fcheme rendered abortive, by the prompitude and 
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v,igor of the Britifh cpuncils, aided by the brilliant afcc:ndancy ac. 

quired by Britifh -arms under theaufpices of Coote and Goddard. > 

Sindiah , who during that memorable conte!l: had exhibited the 

conduct of an active and able leader, on its cooelufion; turned his 

arms againft Gohud til. In 1782. at the head of a numerous and 

well.appointed army. he entered that ,province for a fecond time, 

and with a fairer prorpect of -[uccefs than in his former expedition. 

The reigning prjnce, Rajah Chutler Sing. fearful .of th'c itTuc,_ 

endeavoured, by. foliciting an alliance with the BritHh government, 

to avert the impending fiorm. Accordingly, by his amhal1ador at 

ualcutta, in Tccompcnce for an interference of the Englifh in his , 

behalf, he promifed an annual Nuzeranah of four lack, of rupees • . 

It does not however appear that fuch an alliance was, at the prcfc1)t 

junCture, deemed acceptable to the Supreme Governmcnt of Bcngal. 

Although !:;indiah's extenfive views of con quill, and the notoriety 

of his ambition, were. to the council ,pbjcds of fufficient magnitude 

_to excite alarm, .ftilJ the. fide1ity which th:u prince Jlad invariably 

obferved in his tranfaCtions with the BritiCh nation, his uprightnefs, 

and, above all , his faithful and fieady adherence to treaties, had im

r.rctTed the minds of government with fenrirnents highly favourable 

toward him. • 

The.allJance with the Ranah was, therefore, rejetled: but it was 

deemed eligible by the council to endeavour effecting an amicable 

• A province lituated about fixty .com weft of Agnh, and origioalJy ruled b~ R.2j
po« princes. 
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compromifc betwixt the contending part ies . Con(onant to this re· 

fol ve, Mr. David Anderfon·, thc Britilh ambaffador at Sindiah's 

Durb:u, was direCted to afcertain his fentiments in regard to the pro· 

poCed mediation, But Sindiah, either in eonfequeuec of repeated 

breaches of faith on the part of Chutrcr Sing, was.an!m::tted with a 

[piri! of perfonal refentment againfl him ; or, impelled by a ddire 

long entertained of extending his dominions, dcdined the proffered 

interferenc;::c. After a dcfultory warfare of two years , the reduCtion 

of Gohud was finally <fleeted; and, on the 24th o( hlov. '784, 

Rajah Chutte,r Sing furrcndered him felf to his opponent. 

Sindiah hav ing thus acquired the province of Gohud. now direc~ 

tcd his ''''bole attention to the aff:1 irs of Delhi, During the tranfac~ 

tions before melltioned , Jle had maintained a correfpondence with 

Mirza Shutfee Khan, That nobleman entering into his views, had 

prom ifcd him his entire affillancc an.d fupport in irs execution. But 

on his arrival on the north of the Churnbul with an army of thirly 

thoufand men, Sindiah heard of the death of his affociate. Deem • 
• 

ing the opportunity for which he had fo long and fo anxjoully 

I fought, nowarrivt:d. he, f~om his prdent fiation, difpatched Jctters 

to the court of Delhi. In thefe, after declaring his intentions of 

feftoring the royal family to its former fplendour, he made a requell: 

to Shah·Au1um to remove with his court to Agrah; at which place, 

• To the -z.ealous 2nd faitluui ex.ertions o( this gentleman, OIS well as thole of his 

brothe r, Mr. James Andenon, who Iucl'eeded him, may be cludi~ afcribed the con. 

ciJiatory condua. o( the Ma.rhatta government, at a momentout and interefiing period, 

in enterinl; into an alliance which has hitherto becn p~(crved with fideUty o~ lhcir part. 

See the repons of the (elect committee on the fCC(l{ld Marhatta war. 
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the Mil'rhatta chief informed his majcfry. he would, to' the fatisfac_ 

tion of all parties, arrange and fettle the .ffJirs of the empire. 

Afrafiab Khan , on receipt. of thefe letters, laid them before the 

king, and urged his majefl-y to an immedi::ttc compliance with the 

contents. Shah.Aulunl, who for a long time poffeffed neither in_ 

fluence nor authority, affented to the propofal. and the royal tents 

were ordered to be got ready. The prime minifl-er, after nomina

ting Nujuff Cooli Khan to the government <U the fort and city of 

Delhi, pitched hi . camp without the walls. On the enfuing day, 

the army took the fClute to Ag~ah. 

The high pitch of auth~rity to which the minillcr had arifen, 

gave him entire cantraul in the 11ate; and whiHl: his order of march 

in this expedition was marked with the moil luxurious extravagance, 

inconvenience and diftrefs attended the family of his fovereign.

On the march, the prime minifier received letters from the viz ir and 

the BritiOl governor general ·. ACtuated by the impulfe of a liberal 

mind, thofe powers, on the prefcnt occa{ion, urged in the moil: pref

ling terms the relcafe of the Nuwaub Mujud Al Dowla; and re

commended to the minifter a different treatment to his unhappy ' 

fovereign. But the unrelenti ng fpirit of Afrafiab was not to be fof

tened; intreaties or threats were to him alike indifferent. Mujud 

Al Dowla was ordered into a d ofer ' confinement; and Afrafiab ' 

Khan , leading the emperor in triumph, encamped under the walls of 

Agrah. 

• Mr, Hatlings . 
• 
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Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani had taken a ll:rong pofition about 

.forty miles from that l,lace. and the l\1arhatta prince was now ad

."anced to Futty Pore. 

Such was the fituation of the contending parties, w.hen Sindiah 

opened a negotiation with Mahomed Beg. Anxious to acquire a . . 
thorough knowledge of the fentimcnts of the M ogul nobility, and 

-to learn the extent of their different views and expeCtations. Sindiah 

p roceeded in a mann~r cautious and circumfpctt : as a preliminary 

ftep, ' he called on Mahomed Beg to exculpate himfelf from the 

charge of murder. In extenuation of his crime, that nobleman 

th rew the od ium of ~ the tranfaClion upon the prime miniftN. He 

had alledged, and truly, that Afrafiab Khan had not only inll:ignted 

him to the deed, but bound himfelf by 'he moll: {olemn ties to fup

port him in it when executed. Regarding himfdf, Mahomcd B,eg 

profeffed a ready obedience to the commands of the Marhatta. and 

·that if 'he would fo far jnterfere as to p.rocure the king's pardon, he 

would henceforth attach himfe1f to his for~unes. Meanwhile he 

declared his intention of remaining quiet in his prefent pofition.

'To there inGnuations. Sindiah in reply declared that, {atisfied with 

{uch a declaration, M ahomed Beg might rely on his interference in 

procuring the pardon required. Whilft the above negociation was 

pending, Afrafiab Khan beheld 'he mo' io~s of Sindi.h with a 

watchful and jea'lous eye-: fufpeCting an acccffion of influence from 

the fubmiffion of Mahomed Beg, ne prepared to circumvent it by a 

counter treaty. But ,thefe deligni were frufira tc:d by an accident 

whi.eh at once put a period 100 his ambition and his life. 

1 
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To relate with preciiion the particulars of this e\'cnt , we mutt 

recur to the lituation of Zein Al Abudcen. That nobleman, the 

reader wi ll recolleer to have been for§-iven: but J\fraliab well know. 

iog his difpofition, would not be cary while he remained at liberty ; 

on this account he had hi therto been detained in, wh:lt by the natives 

of Hindoflaun was deemed, an honourable confinement. Upon the 

firfi letters, however, that l-'affed between Afrafiab Khan and Sin

diah , at the particular requdl: ~of the latter , Zein Al Abudeen was 

rcleared. He appeared in the camp. but reColved to be avenged of 

his brother's death. An occafion roon offered . ]n the month of 

November. an interview took place in the vicinity of Fuuy Pore 

between Sindiah and Afrafiab Khan. After the ufual interchange of 

civ.ijiries, Sindiah returned to his own camp. Rajah Himmut Behadur 

and feveral other officers of the army having Jikewife taken leave, 

there remained in the tent Zein Al Abudeen and Afrafiab Khan. 

Zein Al Abudeen, whnfe plan was already formed, now entered 

into cooverfation with the minifier. In terms apparently cordial, 

and in the mofl: refpectfuI manner, he propoCed to him for the future 

to live upon a more amicable footing; expreffcd his wifh that all 

former differences Ihould be forgotten, and urged the ncceffity of 

henceforth confolidating their mutual intcrefis . 

Sufpended at the unexpectednefs of this addrefs . Afrafiab Khan 

remained for a time abforbed in filence. But about to have replied, 

Zein Al Abudeen*" with fury ~n his countenance, rafe from his feat, 

a fignal. upon which Maddoo ]kg came up. and plunged, his dagger 

• MS. Narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan. 
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into the breall: of the devoted millifier. He expired 011 the fpot.

A violent tumult enfuing, fcveral perfons were !lain; but Zein Al 

Abudeen having effeCted his ef"apc, fought and found proteCtion in 

the camp of Sindiah. 

Thus perifhed Afr.16ab Khan, a man of turbulent difpofition and 

impetuous manners j but with great ¥crfonal bravery. he pofTcfTed 

abilities for war. ZuJficar Al D owla having adopted him into his 

family. trained him to arms. Confiderablc were the Cervices which 

he rendered the fiatc, whilfi under the guidance of his patron; de

prived of his falulary counfels, the pa:Hions of Afrafiah, always 

uncontroulHble, hurried him into meafures the moil bOJd and f~n

guinary. The c:llI[e of his ruin may be traced to his unguardednefs 

in permitting Zein Al Abudeen to recover his liberty. In that in

fiance circumfpetl, he might perhaps have terminated his career 

happily. 

The conduCt of the Marhatta chief in countcnancmg Zein AI 

Abudeen after the perpetration of fo foul a crime, calls loudly for 

the feverefi reprehenfion; it is a thong prefumptive proof that he 

was acce(fary to the deed. In recording the tranfatlions of a wicked 

and diffipated court, the impartiality of hifiory demands the Itriftcfi 

fcrutiny; whilfi the ' multiplied affaffinations which, in later times, 

have difgraced the p.olitics of Delhi, in a reflecting and fvfceptible 

mind, muft excite horror , 

When . the tumult occ.fioned by Afrafiab Khan's death had fub. 

fided in the camp, Himmut Behadur and the Mogul officers, as jf 

I 
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by preconcerted agreement, repaired to the tent~ of the Marhatta 

chief. After complimenting him on the death of. his ri va l, they 

affured him of their unanimous fl1pport in his adrninifiration of 

affairs : they doubted not but his majefiy would confer on him the 

office of Ame~.L9mrah . for which he was fo c:m inently quali fied. 

Thefe a/Turances Sindiah received with real littisfad:iol1; and the two 

armies having joined , he led the united forces to Agrnh . We mufl 

now for a whi le tum afide to U1C fi tuatioll of the king, who, during 

tht" late negotiations, had remained in the fort of Agrah. 

The Nuw<lub Mujud Al Dowla, who, as before remarked, was 

confined by order of the late minifier, hearing of his r ival's death, 

perfuaded the Kil1adar of M eerut to connive at his dcape. This 

bt:ing effeCted, he, in company w ith Cuttub Al Dowla, vifited the 

king. Shah-Aulum received him wi th kindnefs, and directed him 

to remain near the prefence. This would in all probability have 

led to an immediate return of his I~onours and employments, had 

not his enemy, Shuja Dli Khan, governor of Agrah, in conjunction 

with Rajah Daiemm, endeavoured to imprefs the king 's mind with 

fufpicion s of his fidelity. But their malice failed of effeCt; for 

the king, convinced that there was no rcafon to fufped: Mujud Al 

Dowla of any difloyal intentions. heard theif remonllrances with 

difguft, :lod commanded them to defifi. 

But the infolent mannef in which they had urged their demands, 

convinced Shah-Aulum that he was entirely in their power; and 

having little to hope for any refpect from them in future, he refolved 

to quit Agrah altogether. The arrival of Sindiah would, he hoped 

s z 
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and expected, fpe~ ily afford him the means of puoilhing their pre

{umptiollJ' . Blit in order to lcitve no rciom for lhvfc noblemen to 

fufpctt his intentions, he ordered the greater rart of his family 10 

remain behind; then taking Mujud Al Dowb along with him, his 

houle-hold troops cfcorted him to Delhi. 

IVlahomed Beg Khan, to whofe fituatiol1 we muft now reem, re

mained, during the late tranfaClions, in his entrenched camp. Sin

diah, on Afrafiab's death, wrote to Mahomed Beg to repair to 

Agrah. A conference enfued. and a penfion of 16,000 rupees per 

month was allotted for his fupport out of the revenues of Shekooa

bad, A few days after, 8indiah, with his ufllal policy, re{elved to 

employ rhe abi lities of his newly-acquired dependant on a difiant 

expedition. By removing Mahomed Beg from the {cene of action 

in Hindofiaun, he effectually prevented any cabals for counteraCting 

his own defigns; and the probability of his being taken off while 

employed on active fervice was an additional motive in the mind of 

this politic chief. He therefore reqlJcfied of Mahomed Beg to 

proceed to the conquefi of Rhago Ghur, a firong foracfs in Deccan, 

and bordering upon Sindiah's patrimonial efiate. The C01.1otry of 

Keetchwara, in which the before-mentioned fortrefs js fiwated. was 

then in a flare of actual rebellIOn; -and to Mahomed Beg was com

mitted tlle double charge of reducing it under obedience to Sindiah, 

and the fubfequent management of the diflriCts. Haying made the 

necelTary preparations for his departure, Mahomed Beg Khan , ac

companied by 5000 men, proceeded on his- expediton to Rhago 

Ghur. 2 
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The greater part of the Mogul nobility having by this time de

clared for Sindiah, he now repaired with confidence to the capit;\J. 

His expe{tations were fully anfwercd; for, whether Shah. Aulum, 

difguftcd at the thraldom in which he had been held lincc the death 

of Nujuff Khan, expeded by a ch:mge in the government to ex

perience fome rcpofe. or whNhcr he, on th is oceanon, made a virtue 

of neceffity, has not been clearly afcertained. To Sin'diah, however, 

the event proved highly favourable. In the month of January. the 

Marhatta chief entered Delhi. He was received by the kiflg with 

every demonfiration of fatisfaCtion, and treated with d iftinguiOlcd 

honour. In fu ll Durhar, his majcfiy invcficd him with the office of 

Ameer Al Omrah; and as an additional mark of favour , ordered a ----patent to be made out for the Pai nnvah of the Poonah Durbar, 

(under whofe authority Sindiah proferred to aCt ) confiituting him 

Vakeel Mutluck *, or Abfo] ute DireCtor General of the affairs of the 

Em;ire.~vith the Neabut of that 6fnce to Sindiah himfclf. On re .. 

ceiving his honorary drers, the new n;iniflcr prefented an offering of 

five lacks of rupees, and rc:: tircd from the prefcnce . 

• The office of Vakcel Mutluck in Hindollaun is paramount almon to fovc-reign 

authority, inafmuch as it empowers the perfon holding that office to mire troopi at plea

(u~. It may appear remarkable that the Paifhwah, who is ~he head of the Marhatra 

empire, fhould deem it any acquifitifln to his authority to rtt'Civc- an office from what 

he confidcred a5 coming from a nomina l cmperor of Hindollaun: yet it thould be rc

,mcmbert'd , that however weak and impotent the prefcnt dcfccndant of Timoor i ~ cf. 

teemed, it om conrinoCf;, and ever will continue, a defirable ohje8 among the native 

I'0wen to make ufc of his name towards completing their own t1ggrandifement. 
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CHAP. IX. 
r 

OcrtlrrcllceJ 01 Court-II/ar agoilljl ]VPORE-!l1Iriguu of ,be Mo

GUL N ohility--SINDIAH is difeoU'd-RelirtS arroJr theCn UM

DUL-Il1/riguu of GHOLAUM CADIR KHA N- A ccount qfBE

GUM SOMROO-GHOLAUM CADJR KHAN btjifges Ihe Palace-

He is reputftd and pardollcd--Prillcr MIRZA ]UWAUN BUKHT 

-Revic'w ql biJ L ift-Dealb and Chnrafie!". 

DURING the late violent commotions. the provinces had fallen 

into difordcr and decay . Their rcftoration was the lirfi object to 

which the attention of the new minifier was direCted. The office 

of Dewaul1. or fuperintendant of the revenues, had long been under 

the management of Daieram. His conduCt of late had, in many 

infiances, been highly reprehenfible; but his behaviour towards the 

king at Agrah, determined Sindiah to remove him fro m office. The 

Dew::lIlfhip was accordingly befiowed on Naraien Dafs, a perCon of 

capacity. and a fkilful financier. Remaining a (hort time at Delhi, 

during which he difpored of fcveral offices and employments. 

Sindiah affembled the army for the reduCtion of Agrah. 

The commencement of the current year was marked by the de

parture of the Bririlli govemor general from India. In quitting this 

important truft. Mr. Hafiings had the fatisfadion to perceive him

(elf followed by the unanimolls good willies of the princes of Hin

tloftaun. and the prayers of the natives. On the prcfent oeealion. 
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the king, the vizier of the empire, the nazim of Deccan and the 

court of Poonah, all Cent letters to Calcutta; in t{lQfc were exprcO'"c:d 

their regret for the governor's depa rture, and contained moreover 

moft ample tefiimonies of the high opinion they ente rtained of his 

abil ities, integri ty, and good faith *. 

On the arrival of the army before Agrah, Sindiah fummoncd the 

governor to furrender the fort. H e declared alrc, that by a rdiftancc 

to the royal authority, the governor could have no hope for pardon. 

T reat ing the fummoll s with contempt, Shujah Dil Khan prepared 

for a vigorous rcfifiancc. Sindiah commencing his approaches. two 

batteries were foon opened. and began to play upon the fort with 

confiderable effect. . Part of the curtain was thrown down, and 

fevcral guns within difmountcd. The governor in the mean ti~ne 

was not idle. He rcp3. ired the breaches wi th inccfI'ant aCtivity, and 

by his own fpir ited behaviour animated the garrifon. A month had 

dapfed when Shujah Dil Khan, foccreeing the ultimate reduCl.ion. of 

th~ place , endeavoured . by an act oratr~med refpcCt, to moUiry Shah

Auium. That part of the royal fanli ly who, as before fcell, re

mained in the fort of Agrah, were now liberated} and fent with 

an cfeon to Delhi, wJliclJ they reached without molcftatioll . 

• Time, ..... hich rcmoves thc \'cil from the intrigues of policy, has cyinced, that the 

idL~s cntcrtainbd by the natives of India, of that iIlullrious character, were jun. Hi. 

countrymen have beheld with a fatisf.l.cHon, lI.lmofi uni'lcrf.'\I , the honourable award of a 

Brinnl Senate; an award rio lcfs honour.lble to the eliaI'JC\l.'1'of Mr. liaOings, than 

grateful to his mind, l1arr .. fl'ed .by the degrading circumfbnCts attendant on a pro(ecution, 

which i8 without JXlTaJlel in the annals of mankind. 

- . 
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Silldiah percciv.d that the floge advanced but nawly; he hoped 
therefor~. that by opening a negotiation with fume loading men 

among the befieged , to gain them over to his inlerefts. Tho event 

anfwered his willies. The Cutwal and {everal other officers ha.ving 

been bribed by a largel fum ofrooney and a prornife of perCona! fe:tu

rity. agreed to deliver up one of the gates of the fort. On a pre ... 

concerted fignal, a {el iCt body of troops prefenting themfolves, 

were admitted by the treacherous Cutwal, and , before the governor 

or his affociate Daieram could rece ive lOformarion, were overpowered 

and taken prifoners. They were immediately put into clofe con

finement, and fent off to the camp. Sindiah, when po(fdfed of 

the fort, by not permitting it to be plundered. aCled with becom

ing policy; he, however, exaCted confiderable {urns from the moil 

wealthy inhabitants, which he difiributed as a largers to the army. 

Of the whole of the polfefiions of the late Afrafiab Khan there 

now rmained only Ali Ghur. That fort is fituated in the tipper part 

of the 000 Ab. Ie had been fortified with great ..... care. and in it 

were depofited the family and treafures of the deceafed Nuwaub. 

Jahaungire Khan, his brother, commanded in .Ali Ghur. He ha~ a 

Hrong gareifon. and the liege was expected to be long and bloody. 

Early in the month of July of the current yeae Sindiah appeared be

fore the place. Contrary. however, to aU expeCtation, it held out 

but a fiu..rt. time. It has been imagined that the fears of the women, 

for the preferv3t.ioD of their honour and eficCts, had ioclined the 

Killadar to pacific mcafures. Certajn it is that Jehaungire Khan. lig

nifying his readinefs to negmiate. a treaty was accordingly drawn 

up. and agreed to by the refpective parties. To Khadim HaiTeen 

Khan, e1defi fon of the deceafed Nuwaub, a jaghire was allot.ted. 
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amounting to a yearly revenue of a Jack and a half of nlp~s. To 

the Begums were promifed an honourable afylum, and to Jehangirc 

Khan perCona] farety. It appears, however, that this treaty was 

very ill adl)ered to by the Marh.tta Chief; for on the place being 

furre.ndercd , the Begums and Jchangire Khan were (fOnt under a 

fhong guard to the fort of Gualior. and there detained in confine

ment. The young NuwauIJ, indeed. was received by Sindiah with 

great attention, and direCted tn remain in the royal camp. Sindiah 

then took po!Tcffion of the fort, and with it the whole of the !(ca

furts of Afrdiab K.han, amounting, as it has been affirmed, In 

fpecie, jewels, and valuable articles, to a crore of ru~es . 

. 
The fall of Ali Ghur efhbliOled the miniOer', authority on a 

firm and fetid bafis. Having before reduced under obcdien,C'c rhe 

greater part of the. Doo Ab and the countries fOllth~wen of the 
Jumn., he now found himfelf maOer of the whole of the poWef

fions of the late Zulficar Al Dowlah, with an acquifition of revenue 

of two crore of rupees. 

intelligence of thefe important fucccfTes reaching Delhi, Shah

Aulum demonflrated hi' fati,fadion by fign. l mark' of favour. 

Thefe were conveyed to the prime minifier in ' three hundred fuperb 

Khillut', to be diOributeJ by him to the officers of (he army. Nor 

was Sindiah It-[s liberal in his return. Twelve lacks of ru~s were ..",.. 
allotted for the lupport of the king" houfchold; .and he moreover 

fent rich prefents to court . 
• 

About this time the prince Juwaull B~kht, the heir apparent, then 
T 
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refiding at Benarcs, forwarded to court a pailhcufh. o( one Jack of 

rupees. This teftimony of attention afforded great canColation to 

the king's mind. He now, for the firfl: time /inee the death of Zul

ticar Al Dowlah. experienced (orne repofe from the tumuhuol.ls 

cabals which had {o long difgraced his court, and filled him ~lth in

quietude and anguifil. 

The departure of Mr. Hafiings having occafioned fome changes 

in the Britifh adminifiration, perfpicuity requires that we bring 

under one head (ueh tranfaCtions under that government as bear rda

tiun to the court of Delhi, during the current year. Sir John Mac

pherron fucccecled Mr. Haffings in the chair. That gentleman. 

equally weB inclined with his prcdeceffor to pay every attention in 

his power to the king's interefts, took an early opportunity of fignl~ 

fyjng the fame. ,He confirmed to the Shah Zadah the generous aid 

he had received the preceding year, and through him affured his 

majefty, that the Britifh government would, 00 all reafonable-occa~ 

{ions, extend their aid in fupport of his authority. 

On th. part of Sindiah Mr. James Anderfon had {ucceeded his 

brother as ambaffador to that Durbar. Major Brown, who had rr~ 

tided at court for forne time paft, was now recalled. 

On the fide of Oude, Major Palmer, who had reuded at the 

court of Afuf A~ Dowla the two preceding years, was ftOW, at his 

own requeo-, removed. To him fucceeded Colonel Harper, who 

took an early opportunity of paying attention 10 the king, which he 
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ugnified by letters, accompanied on the part of the gO~"ernor general 

hy a paHhcu(h fuitable to the occafion . . 
FrQm thefe digrellions Wf! return to affuirs at court. After the 

capture of Ali GhUf, Sindiah repaired to Delhi. where, on his ar. 

rival, his whole care und attention were directed to fettoring good 

order to the government, in all afFJ.irs . both foreign and domefiic. 

Shah.Nizam Al Deco, a confidential fcevant of th~ minifier, was 

?-ppointed to the fupcrintendance of the royal hopfchold, to .... hidl 

his majdlyadded ,he governmen, of ,he fort and city of Delhi. 

Toward tbe clofe of the current year died Zabita Khan, ruler of 

Sehaurunpore. a man, whofe long and aCtive life had been marked 

with a variety of alternate fucccfs al~d misfortlUlc. 

Taken comparatively wi,h his father Najeeb AI Dowlah. Zabita 

Khan appears to have been of inferior capacity; his frequent rebe)4 

liDos, and the native turbulency of his temper. had totally cftranged 

from him the king's mind, and the account of his de-ath was re

cejv~ at court with indifference. 

Zabita Khan was fucceedcd in his territories by his cJdcfi (on 

<Oho~m Caudir Khan. He was a youth. proud. cruel. and fero

-ciotIs. His nrll.ceon a1Turning the government was ,he expulfion 

oS. hi, .. de Abul Khan. This nobleman was a' the time advanced 

in ,eaR, and admired for hi. exemplary rnan"ners. On his degrada_ 

tion Gholaum Caudir ordered his e/feces to be feized and contifcated. 

T 2 
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This bold alI'umption of the government, without ' confulting the 

court, o;r petitioning for a continuation of the Sunr.ud! agree.:"blc 

to the cllablifllcd ufage of Hindoll:aun, gave great offence to the 

king. But Gholaum Caudir, well aware of the confequences, pre

pared to fuppert his rebelljon bJ open violence. The fort of 9hofe. 

Ghur was according!), put into a fiate of defence, and the means of 

aJTemhling a confiderablc force was afforded him by the confifcati'on 

of his uncle's proJ'erty . 

In thore acts Gholaum Caudir exhibited the nrfl fymptoms of 

that f..\jabolical fpirit which defignated the ,adions of his future life. 

To 11im it was refeIved to difgrace the hellfe o( Timoor, aDd to add 

the 1aft outrage to the mjfcries of a long and moil unfortunate reign. 

But previous to entering into a detail of the intrigues of GholalltI,1 

Caudir~ we muil: for a while carry forward the aflairs of Sindiah, and 

his operations ",ith the neighbouring flates. 

Intelligence or the derection of Gholaum Caudir had fcarcely 

arrived· at court, when the prime minill:er was alarmed by an ae. 

count of the rebellious defigns of the Jynaghur prince. Pwaub 

Sing. informed of the late tranfacUons ilt Chafe GPU[, had at the 

f.'lme time withheld his aecllfiomed tribute. He thought the prefent 

opportunifY favoul4lblc to a dcfign long entertained of rendering 

himrelf indcpendanr. Sindiah prepared to fubd"" him bY' force, 

but the advice of the Rajah's eonfid.ntial fervants plll .... d for 

the prefent matters prO\cc:ding to extremity. TheYt foref«ing ruin 

to his caufe "hile Sindi'ah continued (0 powerlul in tb. fiat •• per. 

ruaded Pcrtaub Sing to delift. Their advice was attended with 
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effect:. 'The~ tribute was {~nt, and an addjtionru paifhcufh which 

accompanied it ap~a{ed the rcfentment of Shah.Aulum. 

RefpeLted on all fides by the country po\vcrs, 'this fortunate 

Marhatta chief now faw with exultation his authority arrived at jts 

hi~hefi extent, The faClious fpir it which had been exhibited by 

theMogol nobility was quelled; and Sindiah's fubfequent condutt 

toward that powerful body contributed both to reconcile them to 

his caufe, and att<lch them to his 'pedon. Thus eligibly fitllated, 

had Sindiah properly appreciated his good fortunc, he might have 

{ecured a power corpplete and unimpaired to the end. Unfortu

nately, however, a (pirit of avarice gaining g~ound in his brcan, 

i n.clined or impelled him to deviate from that line of liberal policy ' 

by which, at the lirft advance of " his authority, he hJd been wifely 
guided. This de\~iation led in its confcquences to events of it moft 

ferious natll •• an"d had well nigh proved the utter defl:rultion o~ the 

miniller. But in order to e~ ... plain the..cauCes of an aCl: which, in irs , 
executioo, was follov.ed by a revolution in the {late. it will be here 

neccfTary to detail in a more particular manner the nature and tenure 

of the Jaiedads , or, as known in Hindoftaun, thofe lands which arc 

ap!",opriated for the fl'pport of the troops_ 

In moil: of the courts of India, certain porI ions of Jand are fet 

apart for the payment of the army j thefe are termed Jaiedads I a -tmure which fecUres to the poffeffor a fure and eafy colJe8ion: tbey 

a~ made over tp the commanding officers, who. txciufive of the 

advantages they derive from thefe affignments in realizing their pay, 

..,. moreover enabled to retain • numerous bO,dy of depend.nt. , 
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Thefe incrcafcd 'theil' confequence in tbe fiate, and not unfreq~ntly 

afforded them the-means of ~rfonRl fafety. when their turbulent am

bition led them to rebel againfr their fovercign. It was thefe Jalc .... 
dads that 'the Minifl'er determined to rcrume ; and for the eaufes 

before mentioned, their refu01ption at this junCture was equally dan_ 

gero1l3 , impolitic, and unjufi: yet did Sindiah perfift; and though 

- having the examples of Mirza Shuffee and others of his predeceffors 

before his eyes, he, with a pertina.city approaching to infatuation, 

carried his reCoIves into effeCt. Confidecable murmurs there were, 

but the great force of Marhatus kept up by the minifier, prevented 

for the preft:nt any open ad: of hOiul ity on the part of the Mogul 

officers. In feerer, however, Dred \\ ith refentmenr, they refolved on 

vengeance. The blow was gradually preparing. About this time 

Naraieen Dauf..:; , ,\ ho, (mee the death of Afmfiab Khan, had COIl

du(ted theaffdirs of the KhaJifa, was fuddrnly, withollt aecufation, 

di[mifihi from his employment, and his property, to, "latge amount, 

openly cOQfifcated for the minifier's ufe. The vacant office was 

confirmed on Shah-Nuzam Al Deen. 

Such repeated acts of injufiice excited ext~me difguft. Rajah 

Himmut Beh.dur, \\ ho had fo eminently aIlifted the defigns of Sin

diah, was not the lalho experience an ungrateful return. An account 

of his Jaieda.d, together with ceflain balances, f<lid to be due to the 

royal treaflJry I were demanded of him jn the moll peremptoty terms. 

But Himmut Behadut, indignant at the controu) . auempted fo be 
exerted over him. refolved to withhold 1111 f~ture fuppon from his 

ungrateful aflOciate. ~itting the cowt. theftfore, he withdrew 

to his cn.te neat Bindtahood, and prepared for ",6fiance. 
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The- downfall of the minifter's authority was accelerated by a 

Tupture with the Rajah of JynaghuT, againft whom a war now 

feemed inevitable. 

Pertaub Sing, though hirnfelf of weak capacity, and enervated 

by effeminate ploafures. had nevertheJefs, during a long interval of 

peace, incrcafcd the revenues, and extended the commerce of his 

country. He now reCoIved openly to declare his indcpcndallce bf 

the court; and having, as a prelude to his rebellion, wilhhdd the 

cufiomary tribute , he began to collect forces, and prepare himfelf for 

the C0I1{cqucnces. But previous to entering into a detail of the war 

againfi Jynaghur, wc: muil recur fora while to the fituation of Ma

homed Beg Hamdani, who bore a confidcrable {hare in. that war. 

Mahomed Beg. the reader will rccollett. had been fent into the 

COuntry of Kitchw!u<l, where having reduced the fan refs of Ragho 

Ghur. and fettlec1 the affuirs of the province, he remained in th::u 

ftation for three years. Sindiah now ordered him to the ~apital, 

where he arrived at the commencement of the current year . As· he 

brought with him a confiderablc body of his Mogul tr~ops. the mi

nifter received him in a manner apparently cordial; but dreading his 

power and influence whilft at the head of an army. endeavoured to 

perCuade him to ditband his troops. 1'0 this Mahomed Beg gave a 

pofitive rcfufal j and the intelligence of the revolt of Pertaub Sing 

arriving atcourt, deterred the Marhatta prince from enforcing com

pliance. Mahomed .Beg. who retained jn his breafi a deep refent. 

ment. was refolved, as opportunity fuould occur, of gratifying it 

to the full extent. He had fince his ret~m entered into a corrtfpon- . 

denee with the prince of J1naghur, which was terminated by an 
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alliance with that chief. Mean while Sindiah having made the nc

cef1~ry pret arations for the campaign, committed the care of the 

capital to his deputy Shah Nuzam Ai Deen, and mar.ched towards 

JYnaghur. Pertallb Sing. attended by a numerous army. which he 

had feemired by alliances with fevcral of .the neig:hhouring Rajpoot 

princes, was encamped ,on the. frontiers of his dominions.-The 

effect: of that difgufi:. long entertained by the Mogul officers, now 

began to manifeft itfelf to the detriment of the frime miniller. 

Scarcely waS he arrived in the pre fence of .the enemy when he re

ceived information of a defeCtion among his own troops. The 

'Mogul nob ility. headed by Mahomed B'g Khan. had fecretlyentered 

into engagements with Pertaub Sing •• whofe fplendid offers of 

' money and employment in his {('rvice at once gratified t11eir avarice, 

ami afforded them the means of being revenged for the indignities 

they had (uftained from the Marhatta prince. Through the agency 

of Rajah Dai.eram a treaty was formally drawn.up. by which it 

was- fettlcd. that on the approach of the minlfl:er's army. Mahomed 

lkg and 'he other Mogullclrds fhould join Pertaub Sing. Accord

jngly, attended by their wholc force, they. in the faC!e of Sin

diah's 3.tmy: went over to the enemy . .Aftoni<hed, but' not dif

maycd at his treacherous aCt, Sindiah with his remaining force he

fitated not to givc inllant battle. The action which enfued-was long 

and bloody; bur Mahomed Beg Khan Harndani having b«-n flain 

by a cannon ball, the Moguls received a cbeck. and were thrown 

into fome confufion. Pertaub Sing. ii' formed of this accident, 

hafiened to tho fpot. and conferred 'he command of 'he Mogul. 

upon lfmaeellkg. nephew of the deceafcd chief. !fm.cd Beg re_ 

newing the combat with ardour, foon recovered from the difordcr, 
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and rdlored tbe fuccers of the day. But the event would have ftill 
remained doubtful, had not forne difciplincd battalions, formcrJy in . 

the {ervice oCAfmfiab Khan. at this critical moment, fuddcnly gone 

over to the enemy, by which the Marhattas werc ,difpirited beyond 

repair. The: affair w~s immediately decided; Sindiah retreated 

from the field with expedition, and was ,~bljged to take refuge in the 

fort of Alwar, the capiral of his allYt the prince of Macberi. 

That ch'ief received the fllgitive with cordiality and rcfpcct: but the' 

revere check which Sindiah's authority had fufta ined in the laCs of 

the late battle, :md the difperfcd fiate of the Marbatta army. con

vinced him [hat he could not lung hold his fituation at court. Col

leCting. therefore. the remains of his difcomfitcd forces, he quitted 

.Alwar, and retiring fouthward acrofs the Chumbul, repaired to 

Gualior-, there to wait for reinforcements from Deccan. 

Had the Jynaghur prince on this oceanon made a proper ufe of 

his victory. it is proQable rhe Marhatta influence in Hindofiaun 

would have been totally annih iJat("d; but content with. having, ckared 

Jlis dominions of the invader, Pertaub Sing. after firll: detach~ng 

the Mogul force under !fmace! Beg to befiege Agrah, which pl~cc 

was -!till in the hands of the Marhattas, he himfelf returned to 

Jynaghur. 

The fort of Agrah wa' defended by I.,ackwajee, the Marhatta 

general; he had with him a !lrong ,garrifon. with abundance of pro

vifiol\s and every' thing requifire to {ullain the attack. But the in_ 

habitants of the city, totally unprepared with any means of relif

tancl1, and intimidated by thre-.us of military execution, qUIetly fub-. 
u 
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mittcd on th~ iirll approach of Ifmau l Beg. That chief having laid 

the inhabitants under a fevere contribution, now formally demandt:d 

a furrcnder of U1C fort, to which Lackwajce rtplyjng in the negative, 

I {macel Beg commenced the fiege. 

OUf attcnlion muft now be direCted to the difagreeabJe iiruation 

into 'W hich the king had been thrown by the defeat and fubfequcnt 

acparture of 'the Marhatra army from Alwar. Prior ·to that-event, 

Sindiah had received ~rtain intelligence that the late defertion of the 

Mogul officers was owing to the intrigues of R ajah Daieram. R eft

acfs and torbulent .in d'ifpolidon, that nobleman was cbrftinuaUy em

ployed in fomenting the intr.igues and -rcv.iving the difcontent .of the 

Mog ul nobility; and ,through his negociation, the treaty 'before 

mentioned with 'Pert{lub Sing had been effeCtt!d, Sindiah, lin ac_ 

quainting his deputy, Shah Nuzzam Al Deco, with 'this circum

_fiance, urged him to inflict exemplary puniflu;nent 'upon t-he traitor . 

Mis orders were obeyed; for having caufed Rajah Daio:am to be 

. a'rteited and Ibrought to .court, the ferocious deputy, even in the royal 

pre fence. gave orders for ,the unhappy wretch to be trodden to death 

" ,under the feet of an elephant · . 

• 
. ' 'Although, by this fanguinary deed, the deputy evi~ced a deter_ 

mined fpirited to fuppon the Marhatta authority , the aCCOUnts of 

his maller's defeat and fubfequent movement-towards Dt:ccan, .pre

pared him to expect tho moO: unpleaf~nt iffue. He accordingly 'PUt 

the fort and city of Delhi into the ,beO: pOffible ft.te of defence, Cilf 

thefe pr~autions he foon found there was fuffici<mt need. Gho1aum 

• MS. Narrative of Syad Rl2'Z.i Kh:tn, 

I 
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Cadir Caw\1, who, as before remarkl.'d, had aAcmhled all army, now 

~ctcrmincd to employ it in the ad vanccmcnt of his ambitiolls 

fchcmes. In a few days he arrived on the cnftcrn bank of the 

Jumna. and encamped oppofitc the citadel. The Rohillu chief. 

however, relled not his hopes of fuccefs whoJJy on arms. He had, 

attached to his intcrells a perfon. of great infh~cf1cc, 01.& w~l in the 

councils, as over the mind of the king. This man was Munroor 

Ali Khan. the Nazir - , who, bred up with Shah.AuluO'l. had, from 

his caTHell: YOllth. been a confidential {crvant, and load¢d with a 

profufion of honours and diftinguifhed kindne(s ; but forgeoful of 

the duty he owed his fovcreign, or gr&titl1~lc due to his benefactor, 

the treacherous Nazir joined in the intrigues of the rebel. By the 

advocates for the Nuzir it has been afferted, that hatred againll the 

MaIhatta government was the real caufe of fo c:xtraprdinary a con

duCt. From whatever motive it arore, certain it is, the Nazir W4S 

determined to introduce Gholaum Cadir into the adminiftration; and 

had accordingly fent letters to the rebel, urg ing his [peedy appearance 

to demand of his majefly the vacant office of Arneer AI Omrah. 

Great was the confl:ernatiol)l oecanoned at Delhi by the arrival of · 

the Rohilla army; but Sbah Nizam AI Decn •• !lifted by Defmo.uk. 

fon_in_law of Sindiah. prepared to repel the invader. Unhappily 

fOI tbemfe!ves •. they defpifed the force pC Gholaum Cadir; and 

lulled, into a f.1tal {ceurity I were contented with detaching a fmaIJ 

force aemfs the river, giving poCitive orders to' the commanding 

officer to make an immediate attack 011 the enemy IS camp. Of this. 

inattention they. in the fequcl. had caufe to repent; the battalions. 

• Superimmdant of the hou(ehold. 
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Oil the,vt!ry firll ouCet, were driven back and difpC'rfed by the "Ro

hillas with great laCs; they purfucd them to the banks of the river, 

where, boats not being at hand. many threw themfdves into the 

Jumna and peril11cd miferabIy: the few who furvived , afhamed td 
appear before-the deputy, difperfed themfch'cs over the city, and, as 

ufud in Hindo(lauu, began to plunder. 

The deputy feeing the difafirous pofiure of affairs, and having 

by t.his time received intelligence of the traitorous defigns of the 

N-azir, prepared by a fpcedy flight to fave himfclf from the ven

geance of the conqueror. Accompanied by Defmouk, he withdrew 

privately from Delhi, They repaired to the fort of Builum Ghur, 

a place twenty miles {outh of the capital. - Hera Sing, KilJadar 

of that place. received them wirh humaniry: .but Shah Nizam Al 

Decn not deeming hirnfdf fufficicntly fafe at Bullum Ghur, retired 

from thence to D cig, which fii11 acknow1edged Sindiah's authority. 

Defmouk repaired to his fathcrpin.law, whom he joined in the 

neighbourhood of Gualior. 

On the flight of the deputy from Delhi being made public, Gho-

1aum Cadir prepared to reap Ihe fruits of his bte fuecefs. H e:: 

CTo{fed the river with a felect body of troops, and went direct. to the 

king'. palace . On hi. arrival, (agreeably to a concerted plan) he 

was introduced by the treacherous Nazir to the emperor. When. 

honoured with the cuftomary khillur. Gbolaum Caudir preferred his> 

petition for the invcftiturc of ,the office of ~meer AJ Omrah, and con- · 

C1uded with protdlations of fidelity and attachment to his majelly's, 

Ecrfon. Shah-Auium, pcreeiyjng himfclf witbout refourcc, was' 
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conftraltled, much againft his inclination, to grant the requeft or Ihis 

wrbulcll! chief. . Having acquiefccd in the demand, the palent of 

creation was ordered to be got. ready, and the Rohilla with a refpeet ... 

ful obeifance retired from the prcfence. 

• 
Though by compulfatory means Gholaur'(l . Caudir had thus at_ 

tained the defired objeCt, his power was by no means fecurely efta-, 

blilhed. Several perCous welI attached to the Marhattn govcmment~ 

as likewife to the king's perCon, fiill rrmaincd in Delhi. Thefe, 

indignant at the UI)worthy treatment of their fovereign, and pitying' 

his degraded fiate, refolved to make one effort farthe reftoration ,of 

his authority, Amongll olhers was the Begum Sojnroo, who at 

that time had confidcmbJc ipfiucl1ce in the councils of DelhI. This 

lady, wife of Somroo, (a name too well known to Englilhmen by 

his infamolls conduct at Patna.) now commanded the difciplint-d 

battalions which he had raifcd. and was morever pof'feffed of a con ... · 

adorable jaghir . .. 

As this lady will bear a confideraole flla re in the remain ing tr:m( ... 

actions, we lhall proceed to a condfe retrofp,etl: of her fitunt,ion 

and progrcfs to authority . 

Son\fOO, a German adventurer, whom a fpirited author- has em

phalically fiiled .. the bloody agent of the cruelties of Meer Coffim," · 

after 5he ruin of his mafi~r's affairs , rcthed jnro the J aut province. 

He was there taken into the fervicc of the late Zulficar AI Dowla •. 

then in tbe plenitude of his power. In addition to his difciplinedl 

• C2pt1tn Jonathan Scou, Hift of DccC1ln, Vol.J l . 
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bnt"Jions. N'!.iuff Kh.n gave him the command of a body of 

Mogul horre; an f or the fuppoJ:t of the whole, affigncd him the 

Pcrgunnah of Scrdhau,;a. fltuatcd in ti'. upper pllrt 'of 000 Ab. as 

a Jaie::clad. Somraa, previous to his death, which happcnd ip 

J 7i8. married the. daughter of a Mogul nobleman, whore far;nily I 

from the un(ettlcd lbte of the times, had fallen into difircfs. This 

lady, the prcfent Begum, at the pcrfuafion of her hufband, em

braced the Chrifiian faith. She rcceivca frqm the king the title of 

Zecb Al Niflaa. or. OTI)ament of the Sex; and on Samreo's de

miCe, was continued in command oyer the troops, and confi.rmed by 

Nujuff Khan in the management of her Jaghjre. 1n the centre of 

the ruined province of Sehaurunpore, i,n t\\renty .. ninth degree N. lati. 

tude, and abollt fixty mi1es diflant from the capital. rifes the {mall 

but fertile principality of Serdhauna; it is h01.mded on the north by 

the town of Berhauna, on the eafr by Nowlah, well by the Hingun 

river near the town of Bernaha. and [outh by the dHlrict of 

Meerut.. Its extent from north to {outh is thirty-fix miles, and 

twenty-follT from call: ' to weft. An unremitting attention to the 

cultivation of the lands , a mild and uprjglu . adminifiration. and 

care for the welfare of the inhabitants, has enabled this fmall trad: 

to vie with the moil: cultivated parts of Hiodofiaun, and to yield a 

revenue of ten lacks of rupees per annum. The rivers Hingun 

and Crilhna, which traverfe this valuable jaghirc, afford an ample 

fupply of water; and the foil. naturally fertile. produces in abWl_ 

dance grain of all kinds, cotton, fugar .. cane, and tobacco. ~ 

The town of Sedhauna. where the: ,Begum g~y refides. IS 

of confiderable extent. pJeafantly fituated, and commanding a rule 
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view of the mountains of Himme1eh to the notth~eafl:. A fort 

near the town contains a good arfenal and foundery for cannon. 

Five battalions of difciplined So.poys, commanded by Europeans of 

different countries, and about forty pieces of cannon of variolls 

oalibres, conftitute the [oJ'e< kept up by Begum Somroo. With 

thefe and about two hundred Europeans, principally employed in the 

fervice of artillery, ihe is enabled to maintain a .refpcCtable fituation . 

among the neighbo~lring powers .. 

While the furrounding lands exhibit the effcCl:s of defolation nnd ' 

difue(s, the ilourjfl:lillg appear,lnce of this Jaghire impretfes the ' 

mind of the traveller \(lith fenfations rnofi: gratifying; and it is upon 

this principle. that, deviating from the rigid line of hifiorical preci

fioo, we embrace ~he opporttmity of paying a tribute defervedly due 

to the fpirit, activity, and talcnts of this noble l.dy. Endowed by 

nature with mafculine intrepidity, 'affified by a judgement and forc~ 

fight dear and comprehcnfive, Begum 5001roo, during the various 

revolutions above detailed, was enabled to prefcrvc h~r country un· 

molefl:ed, and her authorjty unimpaireJ. In the fuccetlivc admi4 
nifuation of Zuliicar Al Dowla, Mirza Shuffee, and Afrafi.b Khan, 

!he was confirmed in her poffeffions; and when Sindiah arrived at 

fuprcme power, he added to the extent of them by a grant of fome 

other lands fouth-well: of the Jumna. In the war againft Pertaub 

Sing. Begum Somma with her force was 1l:ationed at Pannjput on 

the frontier. and in committing fa important a tfull: to bee I..harge 

'Was ['Jfficient proof of the idea .th~ N1arhatta chief had conct:ived 

of her capacity. Her conduct now evinced tl'at that confidence had 

not been mifp1aced, and her {piThed exertions In defence of the.: 
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king's Oluthorilyacquired defervcd appIauCe In the breafb of all. 

To this lady, then, Gholaum Cadir, on retiring from the prtfencc, 

made offers of alliance. Aware of her influer.cc at court, the artful 

RohiJJa endeavoured, by the moll fiudicd refpect to acquire her fup •. 

port in the extenfion of his ufurped authodty, aiTured her of a 

grateful return on his part, and finally proffered l-:cr an equal {lure 

in the adminiftration of affairs. The profpect was tempting i but 

the Begum, \\'ell acquainted with the characteriil:ic pe.rfidy of the 

Rohilla, and ~efolved to defend her fovercjgn, rejeCted all his folici~ 

tations i and to give proof of her refolution to maintain the king's 

authority 1 fhe with her whole force repaired to the palace, and de. 

dared her intention of f.1crificing her life in his majefty's caufe. 

Her appearance gave great confolation to the king~; and fome other 

ofllceri at the fame time afTembling troops, the court began to talk 

in a higher (hain toward the rebel, Matters drew near to a crifis, 

Gholaum Cadir, baffled in his attempts to :lcq~ ire the Begum's 

fupport, when informed of what had pafTed. was inflamed with 

I?tvage fury, Going to his camp on the oppofi te bank of the 

Jl1mna, he thence difpatched a mefTcnger to COUrt, demanding, in 

terms mull: peremptory. the immediate removal of Somrao's wife, 

adding, that in the event of non-compliante he lhould proceed to 

hoftilities, His melT age having been treated with the contempt 

it defcfvcd. Gholaum Cadir commenced a heavy cannonade 

upon the royal pdacc*. This was anfwered from fome artil1C'ry 

in the fort, from the guns attached to the Mogul battalions in 

his majel1y's fervice, and from a battery which had been ereCted 

wi,h gr ... expedition by Begum Somroo. Confiderablc damage 

.. Syud Rttl.i Khan's MS, nam.tk't. 
~ 
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was done to the palace by this outrageous infult; but the king'S 

troops· behaving with great firmnefs and fpirit. it is molt probabl. 

the Rohilla would have been compelled to retire. For the prefent. 

however. he was Caved by the treacherous machination of his a«o. 
ciate within the fort. The Nazir fuddenly declared, that the royal 

treafury was exhaufred, and refufed to make any farther difbucfc. 

ments for tbe troops. This untoward circum.fiance on fa critiC'.l1 an 

occalion, greatly embarrnfTed his majefty's affairs; but as the ur

gency of the cafe required fame immediate fieps. the royal jewels 

and {evera! art icles of the houfehold were depoftted to raiCe a fum 

of money. which was immediately given to the foldicry. During 

this difgraceful {eene. intelligence arrived that the Pr~ncc Mirza .. 

Juwaun Bukht, accompanied by a large army, was on his march to -the capital. Of this event the Nazir conveyed private jnformation 

to Gholaum Caudir, and fOfefeeing that the prince's arrival would 

difconccrt his perfidious fchemes. he ftrongly recommended the Ro. 

hma to make immediate overtures for a pacification, to which he 

doubted not the King would agree. No time was to be 1011; Gho· 

laum Caudir. therefore, having lignified to hi~ majefiy his linccre 

contrition for the late infult, prcfented a h::l.Odfornc pai01cuill in ready 

money, and moreover prornifed to reflore all the royal1::tnds in 000 

Ab which he had lately ufurpcd. To thefe offers Shah-Aulum. 

who knew the infincerity of the Rohilla, would not have confented, 

but, urgecfby the repeated folicitations of the Nazir "whom by a blind 

infatuation he deemed a faithful fervant, at length acquiefced in the 

propofals. The terms being ftuled. an honorary drefs was dil~ 

patched over the river to Gholaum Caudjr Khan, who immediately", 

after receiving it, {huck his camp, and rctumed to Schaurunpore. 

x 
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Scarcely had he departed when ktters from the prince Mirza 

Juwaun Bukht arrived at coUlt" In thefe, after acqua:intin~ iUs 

father of his npid apprDach. be congratul. t. d him"" the profpod 

now afforded of pllnilhing the rebel. and eametlly requeai~g the 

king not to ~nter 'into:- terms. The ~ntimatioll arrived too late. 

To account for the prince's re--'ppearancc at the capital, we m,uft 

now proceed to a brief rev,jew of the .ocourrences of his life. 

The death of Nujeeb AI Oowl. it> t ,69. and ,he intrigues of the 

Marhatt., having. ~s already rdated. recalled Shnh-Aulum to his 

capital, the prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht from that period continued 

to refide wjtb his father. During the vaTious'revolutions wl;lic;h. 

occurred, the prince. by living ;n a retired ib.tc, and forbearing to 

interfere with public .affairs, dcaped from the perilous fituation df 

the contending part,ies. But the conduct of Afrafiah Khan having j 

as before remarked, excited in his brcaft a juft indignation. Mirza 

Juwaun Bukht reColved to Ceek an .Cylum at the court of Oude. 

In the year 1784 he effected his efcape from the palace; and accom_ 

panied only by a few pcrfons, he crofTed the J umna, and afterwards 

the:: Ganges, from whence he repaired to Rampore, the capital of 

Fi?ooolah Khan -. He was received by that chief with every atten

tion due to his high rank. and treated with proCuCe hofpitality. At 

his departure. the benevolent Rohill. direCted a detachment of horCe 

to accompany him to the vizir's frontier . 

• See a particular detail of the prince', efcapc, tranflatcd from the PUllan language, 

by Captain Jonathan Scott, at the end of a very intcreftinc memoir '\\Tincn by Mr. 

Haffings, late sovcmor~ of India., 
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On his anival at Lucknow, the prince was received by the vizit 

and the Britilh governor-general, who had lately repaired to Oudc, 

in order to make forne arrangements in the affairs of that province. 

ht Mr. Hailings' fuggefiion, the vizir was indueed, not only to 

extend his prottCtion to the fugitive prince, but to allow him a pro:.. 

vitIon of four lacks of rupees for the fupport of hi . el1:aOlifilment, 

and, moreover, furnilh him with (1- houfe and every fuitable com'c

eience becoming his dignity. On the governor's depa'rwrc for Be
RUes, the prince, from motives of gratitude, refolved ro accompany 

him t.o thar place, where an event occurred which awakened his am

bition, ... nd determin~d him to return to his father's court. Hearing 

ot the death of Afrafiab Khan, the prince applied to Mr: Hafting • ./ 

t<> aff'tft him with an armed force. to accompany him to Delhi, for 

the rec:wvcry 'Of his authority; but the governor, not deeming him ... 

{df authorized to interfere in the politics of Delhi, declined his 

affenf. Mirza Juwaun Hukht, on thc governor's departure for 

Calcutta, returned to Lucknow, wherc' he had not long been, when 

a vifible allcrarion was perceived in the beh;wiour of Afuf al Dowla. 

The- enufe of the breach that cnfued between them has not been cor

-redly afcertained; by fame it was alledged, that the want of punc

tuality in t·he- payment of the princels ftipend" occafioned a Olarp 

animadverliort on his part; on the other h::mc! it was affirmed, and 

probably with' fome rearon, that the vizir was not illtogethcr fa well 

pJeafed at the diminutlon his own revenues fufiaincd in granting the 

:lllowance before mentioned.i but fuch fentimcnls were furcly un

worthy of the vizir of the cmpir(.. whore family had rifen to power 

by the favour of his majdly's ancefiors, and on which ;}ccollnt the 

~rincc ought to hav~ been treated w:th all imaginable kindncfs. 

" . 
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Certain , hO\\1~vcr, it is , that the prince. in confequence of the flights 
which he received, determined him to remcn-e from the court of 

bude. In J 785. lie repaired to Benares, and made another. though 

incffect uaI~ ~ttcmpt to inter,eil the BdtHh government in affording 

him affifiance for tbe ' re-e.frablifilment of h~s authority at Delhi . 

His application failed of fuccers; but Mirza Juwaun Bukht was 

allured that an afylum for himfelf and his family would always be 

readily granted within the company's territories, and as his highnefs 

declined returning to Lucknow. an order was iffued upon the com

pany's treafury at Benares, for the payment of the ftipe.nd which 

had bexn allowed him by the vizir. In a lituation fa eligible. Mirza 

Juwaun Bukht, had he properly appreciated it, might have palled 

the remainder of his day s in happinefs and comfort; but a"fefiIefs 

fpirit of ambition impelled hiJ!l to enter into the politics of the times, 

and in the end caufed him inconceivable anxiety and the moil: bitter, 

though unavailing, regret. Not however, to anticipate 'Our nan-a~ 

rative, it is here fufficient to remark, that ab.out this period Earl 

Cornwallis, who had been nominated to the fupreme government in 

India, arrived at the city of Benarcs in his way to the vizir's court. 

To him , the Shah Z.1.da in the moil preffing manner, renewed his 

folicitations for affifiance from the Englifh; but Earl Corn.wallis, 

adopting the fame line of conduCt as his predecefTors, was com_ 

pened to give a decided negative to 'his requcfis. The governor

general*. however, from motives highly to be commended, ferioufly 

advifed the prince to remain where he was; he atrurcd him that the 

• MS. nam.tive of Syud Rcni Khan. 
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re(~Cl: entertained by the Britiih govemrnent towards his illull:rious 

houfe, would ever be evinced, by rendering his hjghnefs fuch af. 

fiftance as did not militate againft the general line of policy which , 
they had ado~ted in their concerns with the princes of Hiodofiauo, 

and. finall , his lordlhip concluded witie obferving to hi"s highnefs, 

that the company's territories would always afford him a fafe. and 

honourable afylum. 

Soon after this conference, the governor-general 'p\1f{ued l1is jour

ney to Oude, whither the prince followed him . By the good offi. 

ces of Earl Cornwallis; an interview between the prince and the 

vizirwas effeCted, and an apparent reC'onciliation. cnflled:1 we affirm 

apparently only, for the fuMequent condua of tbe vi,it, after !'a,J' 

Cornwallis's departure. fatisfied the prince that this reconciliation 

was pretended. Abandoned by the court of Oude and finding he 

had nothing to expect from the Englith government, Mirza JU \yaun 

Bukht now diretted ,hi!; whole attention toward railing an army *, 
Himmut Behadur, the Ghofficn, and (orne other chiefs, having of. 

fered their Cervices on this occwon, invited the ,Prince to a confe

rence on the plains of Bindrabund. in the neighbourhood of i\grah. 

By their affifrance, he, in a £hart time, alTcmbled a conlidcr.lbJe 

force, and being at the fame time joined by the Mogul chief, Ifmacel 

Beg. the prince took the road to Delhi. 

At the dofe of· me current year he arrived in the neighbourhood 

of the.city, where he was met by his family and his brother, the 

• It v.:as at this time he wrote the letter, which appears in the appendix, NO.3' 
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prince Akbar Shah. The next morning he made his entry into the 

capital in great Jlate, ,vhen Shah-Aulum, by the warmth of his 

embraces, teftified the joy which be experienced on the retum of the 

heir apparent after fo long and diftreffing an abfence. The prince 

was. immediately invefted with the fole management of aWairs; and 

there once more fumed a' profped: of relief from that vexation 

which the royal family had for a feries of years undergone. The 

Marhaua ufurpation was overfhrown, and .the rebellious chief of 

Sebaurunpore had lately made ample Cubmiffion : appearances [0 

flattering wcr~, however I by the machinations of an ungrateful and' 

wickacL man too foon ovcr-clouded. The Na:zir, envious of the 

princ¢!s authority I and confbnt in his attachment to the turbulent 

Gholaum Cadir I fet at work every engine to fow ditfention in tftc' 

royal famil:r. and alienate the king 's mimi from his Con. 

Some days after the prince's arrival. the Nazir, ill concert wIth 

other lords whom he had gained over to his party, demanded in full 

Durbar the payment of certain arrears, which he alleged to be' due 

to the troops from the royal treafury. The funds being at that time 

infufficicnt, he well knew this demand would embarrafs the prince; 

but , contrary to expectation, the prince, with much fpirit, appealed 

(0 his fatber, and declared that as the affignments for thofe ~rrears 

were given due;ng the Nazir's adminifiration, he alone ought to Ix 
held refponfible for their liquidat ion. To this opinion the king not 

only atfented, but in fevere terms commanded the Naz:r to delifi:. 

Though ~.ffied in a liill attempt, the Nazir was firmly reColved to 

try a C«ond; in which, much to the difcredit of Shah-A"Ulum, he 

\Vas buttco fuccefsful. Secure in the confiddlce of his fovercign. 



SHAH-AULUM. 159 

which he fo lhamefully abured, he had the audacity to infinuate to , 
the king fufpicions of the prince's loyalty. On this occa{,on, he 

dbCorved to hi, =jdly, tbat the high pitch of authority to which , 
he had clevated his fan, would no doubt infpire him with the defign 

of riling fiill higher; and that as the king was now rapidly ad· 

vancing in. y.enrs, and conf~quellt1y incap.1.ble of vigorous exertion , 

the profpeCl: of afccnding the throne of Hindoflaun was too feducing 

to be paffed ov.cr by a perron even lefs ambitious than <his fon: that 
his late efforts crowned wj~.'hfucccfs , and being at the head of an army, 

gave ,him entire and UtlcontToulcd authority J and thefe advantages . .' were, when opportunity -offered, powerful inducements. as well as 

fit infiruments, for the completion of his moil a(pi,ring views. 

Thefe iufinuations, however unworthy, made a tdecp impreffion 

upon a mjnd debj}jtated by age, and obfcured in its intelleCtuu vigor 

and energy by a long feries of defpondency and misfortune. 'I'he 

audacious prefumption of the intere~ed fervant was forgotten, iUld 

an eye of fufpicion caft upon the fcrvkes of a faithful and hitherto· 

beloved fon. 

• 

The dii:Cts of the Na.ir's. treachery foon became al'Parent.
Mirza Juwaun Bukht, who, finee his return, had bdrowed unre .. 

mitting .attention to the 1'e-efiab1Hhment of good order and tranquH ... 
lily at the capital, now {olidted the ki~g's permillion to take the 

""",maod of tbe army, and at the fame time for his majdty to 

accompany it in perf on during its progrefs. He pointed out the pro
pri<:ty and good effi:ct that might be expected from his maje1ly'. 

making .. cin:uir through the Doo Ab, whieh, he judicioufly ob-
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ferved, would contribute much to calm the minds of the people. 

agi'tatcd as they had been during the late trouLlrs i and give additional 

COil requence to his nnajeily's authority, now rr.eilabliUlcd under fuch 

happy allfpices. 

This propofal, however falutary and wife. was, to the afionial

tnent of the prince, rejected by his father with the molt frigid in

die-efeocc. He now too plainly perceived that fome feeret machina

tions had been fet on foot to inllill into the king's mind the moO: 

bafe and unjuft {ufpicions; and therefore, difdajning to remain at 

court, where he was treated fo unworthiJy, he determined to remove 

to a dillance. in hopes that time and abfence would cQntribute to 

efface fuch imprcilions from his father'i mind. Having obtained 

the king" pcrmillion to repair to Agrah, of which place he had 

lately been appointed governor, the prince, accompanied by his 

whole family and a {mall c[cort, quitted the court, to which he 

never more returned. , 

Ifmaccl Beg, who was at that time bclieging Agrah, at firfl: re

ceived the prince with the utmoft .refpeCl: and fuhmi11ion: but his 

fubfequent conduCt evinced, that in his heart this ungrateful chief 

was aauated hy fentiments far different from the loyalty and, fidelity 

due to his fovereign; and perceiving the untoward fiate of his affairs. 

he looked only to the pre{crvation of his own confequ~nce. 'l.'he 

prince, compelled by urgent nccepJty and t,he very low fiate of his 

finances, requeJled of Ifmaecl Beg to adjuil the 1lIWrs of the pro. 

vince, and to make over to hi~ a {uitable afiignment for, the {uppon 

of the fmall force which had ac~ompallicd him from Delhi, and 
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