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the v;poor wretches in behalf of their altars.  On the eapture of Deig,
alltbe rcmgﬁning part of the Jaut country fubmitted ; and as heavy
fines, were impofed by the gencral upon the different Zemindars, he
conti‘h’.u‘ed' to. fill his treafury, which enabled him to difcharge the
arre‘ar_s",of his troops; at the fame time he ordered a general rejoicing.

throughout the camp.

‘The embaffy afore mentioned arriving at the fame time, Nujuff
Khan availed himf{elf on the occafion to fhew his refpect to the
vizir, by engcrtainfng the commiflioners in the moft fplendid man-.
ner. He feafted them for feveral days, and then difmiffed them
with additional prefents.

'The conqueft of the Jauts being now complete, Nujuff Khan
directed his attention to the collection of the revenues, and in re-
forming the abufes which had prevailed during the war.. But in the
midft of his arrangements, he was fuddenly called off by letters re--
ceived from Delhi, which required his immediate prefence at that
city.  Zabita Khan, whofe fuccefs, as already related, had inflamed
his refentment and excited his ambition, was rcfolved to perfit in.
his rcbcllion; and actually threatened Delhi with a fiege. - Previous,
however, to proceeding to open hoftilitics, he augmented his army,

and took intn his pay large bodies of Sczks.

- Hg, formed, moreover, connections with fome of the principal
Chﬁ%{éﬁ of that nation; and.in order to render this alliance the more:
B eﬂ’q;ﬁﬁa!f%‘hc‘embmced the tenets of this extraordinary feét, and be--

_ camg a convert to their faith, ... The part which the Seiks have borne
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in the tranfadtions of later times in the upper-parts of Hindoftaun,
juftify an attempt to defcribe their origin and progreflive ad‘{/ancc-

ment to authority in the empire.

During the reigns of Akbar, Jehanguire, Shah Jehan and Au-
rengzeeb, the annals of Hindoftaun exhibit a feries of events and
brilliant a&lions which raifed the empire to the firft flation in the
hiftory of Afia. Emulating the conduct of their founder the great
Timoor, thofe princes whilft they trod in his fteps rendered their
dominions flourithing and their people happy, and the power of that
auguft family appeared eftablifhed on fo folid a bafis as to bid de-
fiance to the fluctuating and capficious changes of fortune;' but the
feeds of diffolution and decay were internally generated even in the
height of their profperity ; and the indolence, folly and effeminacy,
of the princes of later times, overthrew the fabrick of poy\}er, and
buried the authority of the houfe of Timoor under its ruins. Out
of the fhipwreck of its former grandeur, feveral new and inde-
pendent ftates arofe. To the Sesks, among others, may be affigned
an interefting ftation; obfcure in their origin, in a remote part of the
province of Lahoor, this tribe had nothing but novelty to recom-

mend itlelf or attract notice.

In the reign of the Emperor Baber, Nanick Shab, founder of the
tribe, was born at a fmall village named Tulbindee, in the province
of Lahoor; at an early period of life, this extraordinary perfon, who
pofiefled a good capacity and amiable manners, forfook the wm}ﬁ,
and devoted himfelf to a life of religious auﬂenty In this mdufe
ﬁatc, aided by the effufions of a fesvid imagination, Nanick fmd

1
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*ufyﬁem of religion, compofed from the fpeculative and contempla-
'rvﬁ’v”e theories of . Muffulman divinity, which he delivered to his nu-

‘merous followers as of divine origin.  This book he' termed Gur-
runt, which, in the Punjabee diale&, implies {criptural. ~ Nanick,
after reaching his ninticth year, expired peaceably, and was buried at
Amrit Seer, where his tomb to the prefent day attra@s the attention,

and animates ‘the piety of his numerous difciples. He left two
children, “ Lucfmi Dofs and Sree Chund.

At his-death;* Nanick Shah, with a.view to render permanent his
Bew {yflem, ordained that the fucceffion thould be elective and not
‘hereditary, an:ordination which, as it. precludedthe" fuprémea\i-
thority’ from remaining in one family, placed -the benevolent and
difinterefled views of the founder in a light truly amiable: - Sree
Chund, who found means to fecure his ele@ion, prefided over the
tribe for feveral years, and, at his death, /Angajee fucceeded. " But
this cuftom, - though it obtained for7fome time, ‘was 4t length fet
afide, 'and Gooroo Ram was the firft who eftablithed”an hereditary

{ucceflion.

The tribe continuing to increafe by the vaft number of - converts
which it had acquired, had not hitherto attracted the notice of the
héig‘?hb“bﬁnng ‘poiwers ; occupied in paying a fcrupulous adherence to
#h¢ laws and ordinations of their founder; “the Seiks were looked -
ﬁﬁ% As harmlcfs, inoffenfive devotees; but the period was at

" %ﬁ»; v

h they weréTtonutt a different part, and to contend with
# aphingt imperial-duthority. Teigh Behadur, whof¢ acions
Arkvmis fortunes render-histriameé memorable, was the firft who took
L
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up arms againft the officers of Aurengzecb, till after many bloody
encounters with the king’s troops, he was at length overcome, taken
prifoner, and put to death. His fucceflors, animated by re\:cnge,
continued a predatory war with the defcendants of Aurengzeeb,
and, during the ftruggle, the Seiks acquired a confiderable addition
of territory. Among the moft memorable of thefe chiefs; was
Bundah, who, after a long and fevere conteft, was taken pri‘}oner,
carried to Delhi, and there fuffered with heroic fortitude an igno-

minious death *,

In the reign of Ahumud Shah the tribe became very formidable.
Profiting by the difturbances which then prevailed in every part of
the empire, the Seiks again made head againft the government, and
with far better fuccefs. They conquered the whole of the Punjab,
(or country included within the five rivers which fall into the Indus)
and even pufhed their arms beyond it.

In the laft reign (Aulum Geer the Second) their dominions were
bounded on the weft by the country of Cabul, and extended eaft-
ward to the vicinity of Delhi, north by a range of high moun-
tains, and to the fouthweft they embraced the province of Moultan
and the city of Tatta, fituated on the banks of the Indus., Lahooy,
the capital of Punjab, was fele€ted as their chief g:ityh.oi:. réﬁdtéég:
-and as fuch has fince continued. 'They poffefs many'large towas;

and among the principal are thofe of Puttiali, Huftial, Loch' Ghu¥,

* Sec a particular account of this enterprifing chicf in Captaig Scott’s fecond volume
of the Hiffory of Deccan.  Article Furrok Seer, o l
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Serhind, ‘Shatiabad, ‘and Tamaffer. ‘The Seik territories are faid to
é‘dﬁta’in‘?ﬁ‘édigiﬁus quantities of cattle, horfes, oxen, cows, and
fhéep ; and grain of various kinds is produced in abundance. The
precious metals are very fcarce; and their trade is for that reafon
chiefly carried on by barter, efpecially in the manufacturing towns.

At Pattiali they make excellent cloth, and fire arms fupericr to
moft parts of Hindoftaun. The colleted force of the Seiks is im-
mentfe, they being able to bring into the field an army of 250,000 *
men, a force apparently terrific, but, from want of union among
‘themfelves, not much to be dreaded by their ncighbours.  Divided
into diftinét diftricts, each chicf rules over the pbrtion appropriated
to Hiim with uncontroled fway ; and tenacious of his authority, and

% The following table, which was delivered to the author by a Seik chief when at
Pannepat in 1793-4, will exhibit the fituation of the different chiefs at that period,

Men
Beejee Sing - - - - - 12,000
Tanah Sing - - - - - - 22,000
Jeflah Sing - - - - - - 14,000
Kurrun Sing (of Shahabad) - - - - - 12,000
Jeffah Sing (of Ramghur) - - " - 12,000
Jundut Sing (of Amrit Scer) - - - - - - 24,000
Khofal Sing (of Fuzoolah Pore) - - - - - 232,000
Herri Sing (on the cox“fxi}nes of Moultan) - - - - - 40,000
Runjet Sing (of Loch Ghur) - - - - - - 70,000
%}!{ﬁiﬂg (of Pattiali), Loll Sing, Jufwaunt Sing (of Nawbeh), Gujput
Sing (of Chunda), ap‘dﬁ!ptgmr chiefs - . - - 20,000
Total 248,000
—————
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jealous of his brethren, it feldom happens that this nation makes an

united effort *.

The Seiks are armed with a fpear, fcymetar, and excellent match-
lock. Their horfes are firong, very patient under hardthip, and
undergo incredible fatigue. The mien are accuftomed to : charge
on full gallop, on a fudden they ftop, difcharge their pieces with a
deliberate aim, when fuddenly wheeling about, after performing
three or four turns, they renew the attack. The fhock is impreflive
when offered only to infantry, but againtt artillery they cannot ftand.
It is a fa@ well known and eftablifhed, that a few field pieces is
fufficient to keep in check their moft numerous bodies. Inured
from their infancy to the hardfhips of a military life, the Seiks are
addicted to predatory warfare, in a manner peculiar to themfelves
alone. When determined to invade a neighbouring province, they
affemble at firft in {fmall numbers on the frontier, when having firft
demanded the rsk/ or tribute, if it be complied with, they retire
peaceably ; but when this is denied, hoftilities commence, and the
Seiks, in their progrefs, are accuftomed to lay wafte the country on
all fides, carrying along with them as many of the inhabitants as

* The alarm once ¢xcited in the Britith government of the formidable power of this
nation, might be obviated by obferving, that the difcordant and clathing interefts of the
refpeétive Seik chiefs prevent almoft the poffibility of a general union , and even if dif-
pofed to attack the territory of our ally, the vizir, they would be neccffitated to keep a
watchful eye over their own territorics, which would be left open to invafion from the
north. It is well known that Zemaun Shah, the king of Cabul, is defirous of tharing
in the fertile province of Punjab, and efpecially of getting poffeffion of Lahoor, empha-
tically termed the key of Hindoftaun. His Jate attack;at the.and of 1796, is 2 pragf
of this affertion. )
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they can take prifoners; and all the cattle. ‘The prifoners are de-
rined as flaves, unlefls redeemed by a pecuniary compenfation.—
But though fond of plunder, the Seiks, in the interior parts of their
country, prcl:ervc good order, and'a regular government: and the cul-
tivation of their lands is attended with much afliduity. Their revenues:
arc colle¢ted at two flated periods of fix months each; and by an
equitable adjuftment between the proprictor and cultivator, the
latter is allowed a fifth part as the reward of his labour..

Of their religion much information has not as yet been acquired;:
but it has been remarked by an ingenious and fpirited hiftorian, that
in the ac of receiving profelytes, they compel them to the perfor-
mance of an act equally abhorrent to the principles: of the Hindoo:
or Mahommedan faith *. Ye“t,‘ notwithftanding the nature of their.

ceremonies, it is. certain they continue to gain numerous converts.

“The Seiks, in their perfons, are tall, and of a manly ere& des
portment ; their afpect is ferocious, their eyes piercing and anima-.
ted ; and in tracing their features a ftriking refemblance is obferva--
ble to the Arabs who inhabit the banks of the Euphrates, The
drefs of the males confifts of a coarfe cloth of blue cotton, thrown
loofely over the thoulders, and coming down between the legs, is
éqhﬁned round the waift by a belt of cotton. An ample turban of
. blue cloth covers the head, and over this is frequently wore a fath of-
* filk and cotton mixed, refembling both in colour and pattern a.Scozch

“‘By obliging the Muffulmaun to drink water, in which -fome Seiks have wathed:
their feet, mixed with hog's blood, and the Hindoo with that of a cow. Sec Captain:
Scott, Vol. I1. article Furrck Seer. .
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Tartan. They {peak the Aufghaun or Poofhto language, with pro-
lific additions of Perfian, Arabic, and Hindoovec *.

From this digreflion let us proceed to relate the tranfactions at court.
Shah-Aulum, who was enraged at Zabita Khan for his repeated acts
of infolence and difrefpe@, refolved to take the ficld in perfon, and
had for this purpofe, as above remarked, ordered the captain general
from Deig. On the minifter’s arrival, the king marched out and

encamped.

At a fecret confirence held on the occafion, it was refolved, pre-
vious to commencing hoftilitics, to make one cffort to perfuade the
rebel to return to his duty; though had a retrofpet of his former
conduct been taken, they would have forefeen the infufficiency of
any but refolute meafures. Agrecably to this refolve, Rajah Dai-
eram, Himmut Bebadur, and Lutafut, were fent to Sehaurunpore to
treat and offer terms; but for fear of an unfuccefsful iffue, the king
and the general followed with the army. The deputation at firft

* In the year 1793-4, the author was at Panncput in company with Major Charles
Reynolds, of the Bombay eftablifhment, employed by the Britith government on a furvey
through the Doo Ab; the refult of which, when communicated to the public, will no
doubt prove a valuable addition to the geography already acquired. At that time he faw
a body of Sciks theu in the fervice of the great Sindiah ; they were about one thoufand
in number, under the command of Doolchee Sing, from whofe brother moft of the in-
formation above mentioned was reccived.  The author has to apologife for giving a
fketch fo imperfe@, though he is happy to learn there is another and far better account
already before the public from the late Colonel James Browne, of the Bengal eftablith-
ment, but which account the author has not feen,  The account hexe given ftands merely
on his own refearches.
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gave hopes of a peaceful termination. A conference took place be-:
tween the captain general, Mujud Al Dowla, and Zabita Khan; but

unhappily a mifunderftanding arofe, which proceeded to violent
altercation on both fides. Whether Zabita Khan, who was of a
turbulent and haughty {pirit, could not brook the manner of the
king’s minifters, who talked in a high ftrain, or whether he was..
determined at all events on refiftance, has not been clearly afcertained.
Erom whatever caufe. it arofe, he was obferved as he came out of the
tent to be uncommonly agitated; and without waiting for the’
minifters toaccompany and introduce him, repaired dire@ly to the
royal tent. = Having paid his refpets to the king, he withdrew to
his own camp ;.and fuddenly, without affigning any reafon for fuch.
a conduét, ftruck his tents and went into fort. Notwithftanding fo~
‘glaring and infolent.a condudk; the king did not proceed to the im-

mediate punifhment of the rebel.. On the. contrary, he was per-

fuaded, through the med;at;on of Lutafut, who, it is afferted, was

bribed largely on the occafion, to pardon him. Zabita Khan was,

therefore' invited to court, and, on promifing fubmiflion, was again.

confirmed in his government of Sehaurunporc The army returned.
to Delhi. .
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CHAP. VL

Revolt of the Rajab of JYPORE~—Succiné} Account of the Principa-
lities of Oup1PORE—JOoUDPORE and JYPoRE—The King
marches to |y poRE—Taking of NARNoUL and DHANSNEY—
Difgrace of Mujup AL Dowra—Death of Prince Furk-
HINDA Buru1—Death and Charaéler of Nujurr KHAN.

ON the return of the royal army to Delhi, Nujuff Khan, who
had lately been appointed to the government of Agrah, repaired to
that province : about this time news arrived at court of the death of
Madhoo Sing, ruler of Jypore, and of the acceflion of Pertaub
Sing, a youth of twelve years of age, to his father’s government.
The confiderable thare which this prince bore in the tranfactions of
the court of Delhi, juftify our taking a retrofpective view of the
provinces of Oudipore, Joudpore, and Jypore, or the countries de-
nomunated by geographers Raypootana *.

When the Moguls firft entered Hindoftaun, they found the inha-
bitants in general effeminate and luxurious, and in confequence mn-
capable of oppofing with cffe¢t thofe hardy bands who at firft under
Zingis Khan, and afterwards his defcendant, the Great Timoor, ac-

* Confult the excellent memoir of a map of Hindoftaun by Major Rennel, to whom
the authcr begs leave to return his thanks for hus liberal and polite attention in permit-
ing him to copy the map prefixed to this volune.
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- and by the reducion of the Jypore country fix himfelf in power
without controul. '

- The army being affembled, Mujud Al Dowla, accompanied by
the king marched againft Rewari, a large town in the dominions
of Pertaub Sing, the place after a fhort refiftance fubmitted, as did
alfo the forts of Narnoul and Dhanfney. The fuccefs of thefe
operations induced Mujud Al Dowla to carry the king to a greater
.diftance, and to propofe to his majefty to extend his circuit through
the provinces of Agimere) under pretext of paying his devotions at
the fhrine of a Mahomedan faint. This plan. which was to fepa-
nate the king from Nujuff Khan, would in all probability have
fucceeded, had not a circumftance occurred which baffled his
fchemes, and led in the end to important confequences..  Nujuff
Khan hearing of the late fueceffes, and perceiving the.increafed in-
fluence of Mujud Al Dowla; ventured on a perfonal vifit to the royal
camp ; and leaving the care of Agrah to his friend Mahaomed Beg
Khan, he began his march towards Jypore.  The minifters of Per-
taub Smg, after the Toffes afore mentioned, finding farther refiftance
vain, ‘now made overtures of fubmiflion in jthe mame of their
mafter, and a negociation accordingly commenced. A large paith-
‘cufh ‘was offered on’ the part of the young Rajah, and profel-

- Hions of loyalty ‘and attachment in his future conduct.—Pending

this treaty, Nujuff Khan, who was informed of the circumftance,

e lved it me be terminated until his own arrival. He

fore ) ﬂlfpatchﬁ&‘lﬂ cxp[efs to the king, requefting. that the treaty

{héﬂl&h& be concluded without him ; and on his own authority

forbaﬂ@%@']ypore Vakeel to proceed any farther in the affair, Com-

\

26, 08 j__.
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mands dn&;ted in terms fo fetc;ble had the defired effe@, and Shah-
Aulum.was compelled to acqtmnt Mujud Al Dowla of his ac«
‘quiefcence in the demands of his rival. VT e "*{;
. | : e
In a few days the army of Nujuﬁ" Khan arrived in the neigh-
bourhood of the royal camp, and, to do the general honour, his ma-
jefty fent his third fon, the Priace Yezdan Bukht, to meet and con-
du& him to the prefence.. A private conference was held on the
occafion, and Mujud Al Dowla was convinced that the authority of
his rival was too powerful to be overthrown, Pertaub Sing was now
ordercd to repair to the royal camp, and on pmfcntmg an oﬁ'crmg
of five lacks of rupees, received his majeﬂy 8 pa:rdon, and was re-
ftored to the government of the Jypore province. : The army then
returned to Delhi, where Nujuff Khan, {oon after his arrival, cele-
brated the nuptials of his youngeft daughter with ‘the Nawaub
Nujuff Cooly Khan. 'T'he marriage was honoured by the king’s
pfcfcnoe, and in a few days after Nujuff Khan remmcd to Agrah.'

< ol T

2 Ve

Durmg the rcmamdcr of the current year, Tittle occurs at Delhi-
worthy of notice ; but the enfuing feafon exhibited a new feene of 5
action, and occafioned a confiderable alteration on the' face" of af-
fairs at court.  The Seiks, who forfeveral years had conﬂﬁ&!%ﬂ?ﬁ" :
felyes' to their own territorics, now fudden’iy ‘appeared in gre
numbers on. the froﬁtlcrs, A great force under mrm&’ré“

havmg a{ranl_:}ed ,s:ntcred the kmg s tﬂntoﬂcﬁl
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d'imétions,;,;_-to:_,averrun the province of Delhi. To repel this daring
invafion, Mujud Al Dowla, accompanied by Furkhinda Bukht, a
prinee of the royal family, were ordered to take the field. Twenty
thoufand men, with a refpectable train of artillery, were foon ready
to.march. - Advancing by eafy marches along the weftern bank of'
the river Jumna, the royal army reached Carnal without mtcrruPtlom
At this place Runjeet Sing and Deo Sing, two of the principal Teaders
of the Seiks, difpatched a vakeel to camp withy, offers of f dggni (-
fion.. They promifed a puifhcufh of three lacks of mf?!écs',- to:
vecal their affociates from their predatory incurfions.  Mujud Al
Dowla acquiefeeing in the propofal, thofe chiefs were directed to
attend the royal army in its future progrefs. Accordingly hav-
ing evacuated the town of Carnal, they joined the minifter, From
Carnal, Mujud Al Dowla advanced to Puttiali, a town 6o cofes
north of the latter,. and fituated on the Seik fronticr. That place
was defended by Amur Sing, who with a numerous garrifon, and
abundance of -proviﬁriris, refolved to fuftain a ficge. Amur Sing
had, however, other motives for refiftanee ; he was aware that a large:
reinforcement of Seiks had left Lahore, and might fhortly be ex-
pected at Puttiali ; nor was he without hope that even in the event
of their non-arrival, and the town being hard preffed, but that he'
- thould be able to gain over the minifter to his views, by the aid of
all-powerful gold... However this rnig-ht have been, Mujud Al"
Dowla befieged the place in form ; but many days had not clapfed,.
w was announced to the army, that a negociation. for pcacc
: w;gg\.,trgn.‘ Amur Smgﬁconfennng to become tributary, commif-
fioners, swexerappointed on both fides to draw up an amicable treaty..
The conferences accordingly commenced ;. but an act of treachery,
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on the part of the Seiks, and in whtch it was fufpected the minifter
“had a confiderable fhare, fuddenly diffolved the meeting.  To re-
late with precifion the circumftances which led to this breach of
“faith, we muft recolle@ that the Seik chieftains, who had fubmitted
“at Carnal, were ftill in the royal camp. « They having reccived ad-
“vice of the expedted reinforcement of their countrymen being pear
“at hand, fent notification of it to Amar Sing ; at the fame time lad-
vifigg that chief by, fome means or other to break offthe treaty-then

-gr.' . D i he it : J:”"‘.f
B | sl ¢ i § N s !

gk o
i hgrééably to this information, Amar Sing exhibited to the com-
“miffioners many fhuffling “evafions and pretexts ;. and to this was
“added an haughty“and contemptuous behaviour, which could not be
* miftaken.’ Rijah Daieram, " the chief commiffioner, perceiving his
-~ drift, quitted the town of Pattiali, and with his affociates returned

to camp. . ¥

“"Meanwhile ‘the ‘traitars there endeavoured by ftudied refpect to
prcc]udc all fufpicion ' of their fidelity in the mind of the minifter.
“Mujud Al Dowla faid nothing; and his fhameful fupinenefs on this

[ occaﬁon in fuffering the infults {fuftained by the royal commiffioners
4t Pattiali to pafs unnoticed, afforded additional proofs, of hxs qo]lu- «

‘fien in“the difgraceful fcene. - Early on- the-following. mormng,
“'Runjeet Sing and “his affociate fuddenly left the camp ¢ a party was

. directed ﬁ?"gb‘ in" purfuit of themy this party had fmroclyxglgged

* the advanced pofts of the army, when they. difcovered zs%,gran.
“guard ‘of ‘an immenfe hoft of Seiks; who by forced W
““advanced thus* ‘fm“ unnoticed. At the ﬁmﬂm Mﬁmﬁ

o E & R e ¥

el
-
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Pattiali, iffuing out of the fort, covered the retreat of the traitors,
and with them fhortly after joined the troops from Lahoor. The
Seiks now made a violent attack on all fides: accuftomed to a de-
fultory mode of warfare, they charged the line in feveral parts at
once, and by the fiercenefs of their onfet, threw the king’s troops
into confufion. The whole army would now have been facrificed
had not the officer who commanded in the rear, by a well-dire¢ted
fire of his artillery, given a timely check to the enemy. The king’s
troops were, however, compelled to retire ; and for four days made
a difgraceful and diforderly retreat. On the fifth day, the army
reached Panniput, under the walls of which they encamped. Here
the Seiks quitted them ; and unfatiated with fuccefs, and fiercely
thirfting for plunder, they divided into feparate columns, and
croffing the Jumna, fpread themfelves over the upper parts of the
Doo Ab, committing every where aéts of cruelty, devaftation, and

death.

The late difgraceful fcenes had excited in the army univerfal
indignation againft Mujud Al Dowla. On him the eyes of all
men were bent; and numbers {crupled not openly to accufe him
of having been bribed by the Seiks to betray the king’s interefts,
and devote his army to utter ruin. If, indeed, it be confidered
that a finer and better appointed army never marched from Delhi,
that they weie fluthed with recent fuccefles, and animated by the
“prefence of a prince of the blood; that this army fhould be incom-
petent to fuftain the thock of a tumultuous rabble, appeared incre-
dible in the eyes of all men, and proved the reproaches thrown on
the minifter to be ftriétly merited. Even after the enemy bad re-
N
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tired, inflead of remaining on the frontier to recover his foldiers
from their late depreffion, he, as if panic ftruck, marched pre-
cipitately to the capital, thereby leaving the whole country expofed
in his rear, and: the wretched inhabitants a prey to the ravages of

‘thofe barbarous invaders. But he was foon to receive a punifhment
adequate to his deferts.

Intelligence of this difaftrous event arriving at Delhi, confterna-
tion and difmay feized on all. The king was highly incenfed at
the bafe conduct of Mujud Al Dowla; and to prevent farther ill con-
fequences, required the immediate attendance of the captain general,
It was indeed high time for fome effeGtual interference. On one
hand the Seiks were filling the Doo Ab with outrage and devaita-
tion, while on the other feveral of the Zemindars, availing them-
felves of the confufion of the times, rofe in arms in many parts of
the country.

The minifter, who by this time had reached Delhi, on his arrival
Jaboured inceffantly to remove from the king’s mind all {fufpicion
of his fidelity. He entered into a long defence of his condué,
wherein he attempted to prove that the late difafter was imputable
‘not to his want of attachment, but to the common accidents of
“war ; that for himfelf he had ever been one of the foremoft in zeal
and exertion for his majefty’s fervice.

Shah-Aulum, who was not in a condition as yet to refute the ar-
‘guments of his minifter, (that nobleman’s guards having poffeffion
of the palace) apparently accepted his apologies ; but the fequel
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inclined all thinking perfons to conclude, that the king was in his
own mind refolved on his difgrace. It muft here be remembered
that Mujud Al Dowla, from his extenfive influence at court, had a
ftrong party in his favour in the army ; that he, moreover, was
in pofleffion of the king’s perfon and the citadel, and therefore re-
folved to oppofe his enemies by force of arms. It was juftly
feared that the contention between the rival chiefs would, to the
citizens of Delhi, be attended with confiderable mifchief, if pot of
'bloodfhed.

Thefe alarms, however, were happily {ubdued by the conduct
and dexterity of the captain general, who was now on his way to the
capital. By means of his emiffaries, difperfed throughout the city,
he, by large bribes and promifes of preferment, drew over to his own
views the leading chiefs of the minifter’s party. Secure on this
head, he hefitated not to carry his defigns into inftant execution,

On his arrival in the neiglibourhood, the prince Furkhinda Bukht
~.and Mujud Al Dowla were ordered to micet and condudt the captain
general to court.  Prior to Mujud Al Dowla’s quitting the citadel,
he received information of the intended combination agant him.

- He was told of the defigns of his enemies to feize him, and of the
- king’sacquiefcence and fecret indignation toward bim: finally, they
reeommended him to be upon.his guard; and, in the ftrongefl man-
ner, urged him to remain within the citadel, where, with the T.forc:}
- the poflefled; he might bid. defiance to the united cfforts of this ene-
romviesc o Staggered. at the upexpedted intelligence, the minifler for a
iymoment paufed. But.impelled by an unaccountable infatuation, he
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relied on the king’s perfonal fayour, and, maugre the intreaties of
his friends, refolved to go on.

Scarcely had the prince’s retinue quitted the city, when Afrafiab
Khan, a young foldier of fortune, who had been bred in the camp
and in the family of Zulficar Al Dowla, at the head of 5oo0 horfe,
feized on the gate; thence proceeding to the citadel, he compelled
the garrifon, who had been ftationed there by Mujud Al Dowla, to
lay down their arms and evacuate the fort. They obeyed: the
fpirited youth then took poffeflion for Shah-Aulum in the name of
his benefactor. The king having taken no notice of this tranfaction,
it was fuppofed his majefty was apprifed of the whole plan prior to

its execution,

By this time the prince and Mujud Al Dowla had reached the
camp of the captain general. After a few complimentary ceremo-
nies, the minifter was informed that he was no more to vifit the
king. Perceiving his difgrace inevitable, he begged leave to return
to his palace in the city. This was allowed, but a guard was fent
along with him ; and thortly after the whole of his property,
amounting to more than twenty lacks of rupees, was feized, and
confifcated to the ufe of the captain general.

In a court fo fruitful of revolutions as Delhi, the removal or death
of a minifter is in general viewed by the people with perfect apatlyy
and indifference : yet on this occafion, Mujud Al Dowla’s conduét
in the late expedition had excited a difguft among all ranks; which,
added to his former acts of rapacity and oppreflion to fupply the
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extravagance of the court, altogether rendered his difgrace juﬁl)%
merited.

. Zulficar Al Dowlah, on his prefentation at court, was received
by Shah-Aulum with marks of the moft affectionate refpect. In
return he made an offering of four lacks of rupees, together with
fome beautiful Perfian horfes for the ufe of the king’s ftable. 'The
palace of the late vizir Cummir Aldeen Khan was afligned for the
refidence of the new minifter, who from henceforth determined to
fix his refidence at Delhi.

The difmiffion of Mujud Al Dowla from all his cniploymmt;
occafioned fome alterations in the arrangement of offices. At the
recommendation of the captain general, the prince Mirza Juwaun
Bukht was made fuperintendant of the bathing apartments; prince
Furkhinda Bukht, Meer Atufh, or Grand Mafter of Artillery ; and
his majefty honoured the captain general himfelf with the high office

-of Vakeel Mutluck, or Abfolute Direétor General of thcuaﬂhiiljgir-;q‘f .

the empire. !

The commencement of 1781 was taken up in preparations. for

punithing the Seiks. That lawlefs banditti were ftill -’WE&#& thic -
upper parts of the Doo Ab. To chaftife them, Mirza Shuffee Khan, .
~ a young nobleman who poffeffed great military expericnce, was,de-
tached £rom _the capital with a body of twelve thoufand men, and-
1éihﬁ.ntablc train. of artillery.  After crofling the Jumna,, he went in
qu:ft of the enemy ; and, after, feveral incficctual ﬂumuﬂacs and .

1t ‘1 8 18104 ¢l BTl . ' T3



94 HISTORY OF [A.D. 1781
a defultory warfare, he at laft brpught them to a general and decifive
action. " \

On the 15th of Auguft, under the walls of Meerut, he attacked
them with great gallantry and {pirit: the King’s troops, ftimulated
by the remembrance of their difgrace the preceding year, and bumn-
ing for revenge, exerted on this occafion their utmoft efforts to make
an honourable amend. Succefs crowned their wifhes in a total
overthrow of the enemy with a terrible flaughter. Sahib Sing, their
leader, with feveral other commanders of note, were flain on the
fpot, and upwards of sooo men. Difpirited at this lofs, the Seiks re-
turned in the utmoft confufion, croffed the Jumna with precipitation,
and ﬁhally took refuge in their own territories, which afforded relief
to the miferable inhabitants over whom for the {pace of feveral
months they had -exercifed the moft uncontroled and unbounded

feverity.

After the vidory, Mirza Shuffee Khan humanecly directed his-

. attention to the diftrefles of the inhabitants ; and to afford them
folid proofs of his benevolent intentions, he, in the name of his
‘majefty, granted them a remiffion of taxes for a year.

r Qrder being o;1cc more, reftored, he returned in 'triur'n'p'h to the
capital. " Had the zidvaht:\iges we have above detailed been purfued
with a vigour proportionate to the oceafion, there is nog loubt but
the moft fubftantial ‘benefits would have acrued to théga'l catife.
The enemy were totally difpirited with their Toffes ; and by natural
confequence, were at variance with each other, and incapable of

i
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refiftance. Here then was a moft fayourable opportunity afforded
for extending the king’s influence from the environs of his capital
even to the Attock ; and of eftablifhing his authority on fo fecure
and permanent a bafe as in future to have effectually precluded all
attempts of his ambitious neighbours, or, wl;at was to him of more
confequence, to keep within bounds his own rebellious fubjects.—
Unfortunately for the ftate, thefc advantages were not followed up;
nor could the prime minifter be prevailed on to re-affemble the army
for an invafion of the Punjab. He was now advancing in years,
and had becomne indolent, to which it might be added the minifter
could not without jealoufy behold the abilities and rifing fortunes of
Mirza Shuffee Khan. Higl'; fpirited and active, that nobleman had
gained the attachment of the foldiery in a very uncommon degree ;
and by acts of Iiberality and munificence, he was careful to confirm

them in their fentiments.

Meanwhile, as the perfon moft fit for the appointment, Mirza
Shuffai was nominated to the command of the frontier ftation ; and.
accordingly having received his difmiffion from the prefence, atten-
ded by a confiderable force, he repaired to the city of Papnipui.

About this time ambafiadors from Lahoor arrived at court,—
They brought letters of fubmiffion from the principa] chiefs, which
were accompanied by a large paithcufh in money, and a promife of
thq payment in future of a regular tribute.  The city of Camnal was
hkqwnfe reftored to the klng, and the ambaffadors moreover made
A pecuniary compcnfatmn fpr the loﬁ'es {uftained in thc late m--:

Vaﬁog.
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" Shah-Aulum new celebrated the nuptials of his fecond fon,
Prince Akbar Shah, with a princefs of the royal family. 'The
ceremony was performed with much fplendour at the Loufe of the
minifter, who took this opportunity of gratifying his mafter by
beftowing liberal prefents on the new-married pair.

Toward the latter end of the current year, died the Prince Furk-
hinda Bukht. His remains were interred in the maufoleum of
Humaioon, the general repofitory of the afhes of the houfe of

Timoor ¥*.

The death of the prince was followed fhortly after by that of the
minifter. He had been much afflicted for feveral preceding years
with a fevere theumatic’complaint. ‘This was increafed by a com-
plication of other diforders occafioned by an irregular mode of
life, which at length inflamed his humours to fuch a degree of acri-
mony as rendered life a burthen to him. In this deplorable ftate,
he languithed for feveral months, till in the month of April 1782,
he expired in the palace of Sefdar Jung, fincerely regretted by his
fovereign, who vifited him during his illnefs, and lamented by the
inhabitants of Delhi, who loved and revered him. He was buried
in the fepulchre of Ali Mirdaun Khan. ’

Mirza-Nujuff Khan Zulficar Al Dowla was a native of Perfia:

by the mother’s fide, he claimed his defcent from the royal houfe of
Sefi, who, at the commencement of the prefent century, fat on

Vide Appendix 1.
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the throne of Perfia, 'When Nadir Shah ufurped that government,

he put under confinement all the relative branches of the royal fa-
mily who remained. Among thofe were the mother of Nujuff
Khan: fhe had two children, himfelf and a fifter, named Khadecja

Sultaun.

In 1746, Mirza Mohuflfun, brother of Sefdar Jung, Socbadar of
Oude, was fent on an embafly to the Perfian court. By his inter-
ceflion, the family obtained their liberty ; when the mother, pre-
. ferring to remain in her native country, Mirza Mohuffun carried
back into Hindoftaun Mirza Nujuff Khan and his fifter, at that
time about thirteen years old. 'This princefs was fhortly after mar-
ried to her deliverer, and had by him one fon, who, in procefs of
time, became governor of Allahabad. T that ftation Mahmud
Cooli Khan, the perfon above mentioned, ;vas, by order of Shuja
Al Dowla, moft bafely aflaflinated *.

Mirza Nujuff Khan, at the time of his nephew’s deceafe, was
likewife in the vizir’s fervice.~But Shuja having taken an aver-
fion to him, which moft probably arofe from an unworthy jealoufy
of his fuperior accomplifhments, treated him in feveral inftauces
with marked difrefpe&t. The high fpirit of Nujuff Khan could
not brook thefe indignities, and accordingly quitted for ever the
dominions of Oude.

In the year 1762, he repaired to Patna, where Coflim Ali Khan,

* At the fort of Jelaulabad, about five miles diftant from the city of Lucknow.
(0
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Nabob of Bengal, at that time held his court. That prince taking
Nujuff Khan into his fervice, he was promoted to the command of
a body of Mogul horfe. He was employed during the war that
foon after broke out between the Sooba and the Britifh government,
and was prefent at the attack of Oudah Nulla, and other places;

and on all occafions conducted himfelf with vigour, fpirit, and

gallantry.

On the defeat of Shuja Dowla at the memorable battle of Buxar,
and the total ruin of the affairs of the unfortunate Coflim, Mirza
Nujuff Khan being unwilling to truft to the vizir’s clemency,
fought an afylum in Boghilcund. Here he remained until the treaty
of Allahabad in 1765, when he was fent for by Shah-Aulum ; and
at his recommendation, Lord Clive gave him a penfion of two lacks

of rupees, chargeable on the revenues of the Corah province *.

On his majefty’s retreat from Allahabad, Nujuff Khan accom-
panied the court ; and from that period he rofe, as we have feen in
the preceding pages, to the fisft offices and bigheft honours in the

ftate.

Mirza Nujuff Khan, by his powerful influence, high military
character, and unrelaxed attention to bufinefs, was well fitted to
conduét the affairs of the empire with a vigorous and fteady hand,
He reftored order and tranquillity to the almoft-ruined provinces ;.

® Sce the reports of the feleét comimittee. -
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and by his wife adminiftration, recrvited in a confiderable degree

the exhaufted finances.

Though continually furrounded by numerous and warlike ene-
mies, the abilities of the captain general were equal to the conteft.
By a fteady and undeviating purfuit in his defigns, he at length
triumphed over all his enemies, and reaped the fruits of his well-
carned labours by erecting for himfelf a noble principality.  This,
confilling of the province of Agrah, of which he was govemor,
the adjoining countries of Merut and Macheri, the whole of the
Jaut territories, and greater part of the Doo Ab, altogether yielding
a revenue of two millions fterling.  His eftablifhment was magni-
ficent and extenfive ; and he lived in a manner worthy a prince.

To great {kill in military affairs, Nujuff Kban added the happy
talent of being able to conciliate the attachment of his troops

in an uncommon degree. The foldiers admired his patience under

adverfity, his affability, generofity, and manlinefs of fpirit; and
though, from a variety of circumftances, and the fluttuating
changes incident to an Afiatic army, they were not unfrequently
thrown into difcontent, and fome times even to mutiny, Nujuff
Khan, on thefe critical occafions, never failed, by his addrefs and
dexterity, fo pacify the moft unruly without a diminution of his

own authority.-—A rare and fortunate example.

That no other perfon was equally capable to combine and keep
together fuch a variety of difcordant interefts as the policy of an
0 2



100 HISTORY OF : .
Eaftern government ever exhibits, was effectually evinced in the
examples of his fucceflors, P ; v
-4

Upon the whole, we may, with Ju{hce, afcribe to Nu_]uﬁ' Khah
the character of an able ftatefman, a fkilful commander, and a hu-
mane and benevolent man. Polite and affable in his manners to
all perfons, which is indeed proverbial to his countrymen, he was
gencrous to his dependants, and ftri¢tly juft. His death was de-
fervedly regretted by Shah-Aulum, who certainly owed te Mirza
Nujuff Khan a fituation more refpectable than he had before, or
was hereafter, deftined to experience *.

® The foregoing account of the family of Nujuff Khan is extraGed from a Perfian
MS. in the author’s poffeflion; it is entitled Khazanah Omrah, or Biography of the
Mogul Nobility, a work frequently mentioned by Oriental hiftorians.
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CHAP. VIL

Tranfaciions at Court fubfequent to the Death of ZuLricArR Atr
Dowra—Arrasiae KnAN appointed Mingfler—Dijfentions
among the MoGuL Lords—Elevation of M1RzA Suurree Kuan
—Intrigues—He is affaffinated before DE1G~—Re-appointment of
Arrasias Knan—=-Refleclions.

UNTIL Nujuff Khan’s death, affairs at court, though at times in-
terrupted by temporary diffentions and difagreements betwixt the Mo-
gul nobles, had by the active vigilance of the captain-gencral been
amicably fettled. But their turbulent {pirit, however, reftrained
during his life time, now broke forth with a fury which was to-
tally ungovernable. Hence in the fequel of this hiftory we fhall
be reduced to the painful neceility of recording fcenes of violence,
anarchy, and bloodfhed. Shah-Aulum advancing in years, and
diftitute of that energy and vigour of miind {o neceffary to flem the
torrent, was compelled as occafions demanded to yield to its force,
and the unhappy King, in the evening of life, had the mortification
to perceive his authority totally annihilated, and himfelf become a
wretched pageant in the hands of his rebellious fubjects.

= Among the principal competitors for power was Afrafiab Khan.
This young foldier, bred in the camp, and under the eye of the
late captain-general, had by his military talents acquired the affec-

_tions of the army. He was nominated to the poft of Amcer Al

-
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notice of Afrafialy Khan, and.on receiving information of it from
his emifiaries, he determined by a vigorous meafure, at once to
bring the matter toiffue.  Repairing to the palace, he, in peremptory:
terms demanded the difiniflion of Mirza Shufice, and told the king
that perceiving his enemies had formed a plan to {ubvert his autho-
rity, it.was incumbent on him by every means in his power, to pre-
vent fuch.an act of injuftice.. That with refpect to the appearance
of Mirza Shuffee at the capital, he muft be called on to affign his
motives for quitting his flation on the frontiers without leace.ob-
tained, and in manifeft violation of his oath of allegiance.
Afrafiab Khan concluded. with remarking the improper conduc of
the Princefs Khadejee Sultaun, whom he knew acted in concert with
his enemies, and urged the neceflity of laying fome reftraint upon
her ambitious and intriguing fpirit. He charged, her witha defign
to degrade his majefty’s authority ; and finally concluded his re-
monftrance, with a requifition for that princefs immediately to de-
liver up the fortrefs of Agrah, with the cannon and warlike ftores
contained therein,  Shah-Aulum under the reftraint of his minifter
acquiefced in his demands, and accordingly Mirza  Shuffee was,
called upon by letter to flate his reafons for having quitted his ftation.
This yigorous meafure, though it alarmed Mirza Shuffee, did not
incline him to_ relinquith his purfuits. Inftead of anfwering fo the
charge, he advanced his camp oppofite the Ajmm gate of the
city, which he dofclyh]ockaded. T e L LT & ok
i } D emeet; wll lae
The afpedt of affairs. w,glnmy Thc ipalichid e adiie
determined to reft the. iffue of their refpective claims.to. the{wordy
and a feene of tumult and horror was.apprehended by, the:peacefil
% |
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inhabitants. At this crifis of affairs an unexpeéted circumftance
arofe, which defeated the defigns of the prime minifter, and gave the
palm of fuccefs to his opponent, During the difputes above re-
lated, Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani, who was governor of Agrah
on'the part of Nujuff Khan, availing himfelf of the confufion of
the times, refolved to participate in the fpoils.  He left the fort of
Agrah, and began to plunder and lay wafte the country, but his
vengeance was principally dire¢ted againft the Jagheer of Afrafiab
Khan, of whofe authority he was jealous. Afrafiab Khan deeming the
prefervation of his eftate preferable to maintaining his authority at
court, determined to retire. But previous totaking that ftep he delivered
over the citadel to his affociate Mujud Al Dowla, and at his departure
told the king he would foon return, and take vengeance of his ene-
mies,  He then with a felect body of horfe took the road to Agrah.

Scarcely had Afrafiab Khan left the city, when Mirza Shuffee
Khan marched in with his whole force. His fuccefs was rapid,
having fecured the gates and principal avenues to the palace, he
detached a party to furround the houfes of Mujud Al Dowla,
Lutafut Khan, Nujuff Cooli Khan, and other chiefs, attached to
his rival. =~ After a fhort, but defperate refiftance, in which feveral
were flain, thofe noblemen were compelled to fubmit ; and Mirza
Shuffee, elevated with his fuccefs, repaired in triumph to the palace.
He was immediately invefted with the dignity of Ameer Al Omrah,
and the fupreme adminiftration of affairs. Tranquillity being
seftored in the city, Mirza Shuffee paid a vifit to the Princefs
‘Khadeja Sultaun. After mutual congratulations the princefs pre-
fented him awith a large fum of money, of which he wag much in

P
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want, and to confirm his authonty by every means in her power,
{he beftowed on him in marriage the only remaining daughtcr of
her deceafed brother. The nuptials were celebrated with ,mur:‘h
fplendour at her own charge.

Arrived at the height of his ambition, it might naturally be con-
jeCtured that Mirza Shuffee would omit no precautions to confirm
his authority upon a folid bafis, But in his fubfequent conduct he
was highly reprehenfible. That conduct which had acquired him
the affe@ion of the troops and the fupport of the officers, now ap-
peared to have forfaken him. His demeanour on a fudden became
haughty and imperious, which excited murmuring and difcoutcﬁf
in the breafts of his affociates, and their effe@ were for him but too
foon apparent. In the mean time we muft direct our attention to
the depofed minifter.  Afrafiab Khan hearing of the late revolution,
wifely refolved to make Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani his friend..
He being equally well difpofed to a compromife, a treaty was ac-
cordingly drawn up, in which it was agreed to join their forces and
march forthwith to Delhi, to reinflate Afrafiab Khan in his a.utho-,
rity, and afterwards fharing in a mutual adminiftration,

dn the'sacan tithe their views were advanccd thou:gh unmtcntlon-'-
ally towards them, by the difclofure of a plan which had been con-: :
certed under the aufpices of thc Pnnce juwaun Bukht wluch ro-.

duced a new revolution in aﬁ'au's That prmcc, who had ]ong bet ctt_
: | = ) 1
mdumant at the dcgradcd fituation of the royal amhonty, 1110 gi(:‘tl'{.
ra g T e ad

the abfence of Afrafiab Khan a favouxabte opportumfy fo; pro-.

fecuting a plan for the king’s rlief, and of taking a ﬂxgr& of#gl’a_n,}
government to himfelf. He bad fpr this pmpoi"c prwately gained.

3 o
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over to his views Lutafut Ali Khan, Mahomed Yacoob, and fome
other lords. To the weight'. of their influence, was added that of
Mr. 'Pauly,' a French officer, who commanded the difciplined bat-
talions of the late Somroo.

The plan of operations having been thoroughl'y digefted, Mirza
Juwaun Bukht, accompanied by his affociates, difclofed it to Shah-
Aulum. They ﬁrenuouﬂy urged his majefty to difmifs Mirza Shuffee
Khan from his employmems and to re-affume his authority, and
punifh the rebels.  They concluded by recommending the immediate
arreft of the minifter, whom Mr. Pauly undertook to fecure.  Shah-
Aulum fignifying his acquiefcence, the confpirators prcparcd to
carry their plan ‘into exccution. Tt was however rendered needlefs
by the voluntary departure of Mirza Shuffee Khan. He was that
very morning exercifing his troops on the fands of the ]umna,
when he received an account of the plan for his def’fru&lon He
faw his danger, and finding his troops infufficient to face the com-
bmatlon, prudently rc[;olvcd to retire. 'The Na'waizb Mujud Al
Dowla and about 1009 horfe, accompamcd ‘him in his flight.
They took the road to Agrah. On Mirza Shuffee’s departure, the
kmg mcmntmg an elephant proceeded directly to the Jumma Mugjed*,
where he received fhc camphmcnts of the nobility, and diftributed
a Targe(i"m of money to the troops. Hls majef’fy then invefted thc ’
P}mc’c‘]uwaun Bukt with the office of Amccr Al Omrah, dnd 1e-

ﬁ to the palacc Bur thla tnumph of the court was of very _
ci“ on, and the Prmcnpal acftors in the Iatc tranfaction wcrc'
A R R
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foon deftined to experience a fad reverfe of fortune, Indeed ‘every
attempt of this ill-fated’ monarch to emancipate himfelf from the
reftraints impofed by his rebellious fervants, feems only in ‘the con-
clufion to have rendered his fituation more wretched. S

Mirza Shuffee and his affociate on quitting Delhi, determined’ to
feek an afylum in the camp of his inveterate foes. ~ But it muftbe
recolleéted that circumftances were now materially altered. He,
like them, was a fugutive, and a fenfe of their common danger had
moreover naturally reconciled the exiled chiefs to a combination of
their mutual intereft. ~ Mahomed Beg, Mirza Shuffee, and Afrafiab
Khan, having met in the neighbourhood of Muttra, after a~ mu-
tual interchange of compliments, drew up a folemn treaty to the
following effect : 1. Anequal divifion was to be made of the lands,
poffeffed by the late Nawaub Zulficar Al Dowla. 2. Mirza Shuffee
Khan to be re-inftated in the poft of prime minifter, and to remain
at Delhi. 3. In confideration of Afrafiab Khan yielding up his
claim to the chief dire@ion of affairs, he was to’ be left in joint au-
thority with Mahomed Beg Khan, to rule in the Doo Ab and fouth
weft of the Jumna.  The treaty was concluded by an unanimous
affurance of inflicting on their enemies the moft exemplary punifh-
ments.  The united forces of thefe powerful chiefs then commenced
their march towards the capital.  On the road they were joined by
Pertaub Row of Macheri. On reaching Fereedabad, a town about
twelve miles fouth of Delhi, the confederates encamped, md:m'ﬂ*
hence refolved to dictate to the emperor mlrwa"' erms. -
ably to this refolution, Mujud Al Dowtla”'ﬁas*'_' ifpatct
He was commiffioned in the name of the confederat
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to Shah-Aulum, their refolution'to maintain their ‘allegiance to his
majefty, but at the fame time to ftate <the neceflity of reftoring to
Mirza Shuffee Khan, that authority of which by the machinations

of his enemies he had been fo unjuftly deprived. TN

The arrival of this ambaflador created the moft alarming appre-
Henfions in the king’s mind. A council was affembled on the oc-
cafion, when Prince Juwaun Bukt fpiritedly propofed to oppofe
the rebels by force. He obferved to his majefty with much judg-:
ment, that fhould the rebels obtain their infolent demands, there
was no reafonable ground in future to hope thatany refpect would
be paid to his majefty, but that the traitors, as the natural effe@ of
an eafy compliance, would not reft fatisfied without the complete
degradation of the royal authority. The prince was fupported in
his opinion by the whole council, and Mr. Pauly affirmed that his
own force was of itfelf fufficient to overthrow and difperfe the rebels.
But the king with a pifillanimity totally unworthy of him, ywhich
arofe from a fear of fuftaining infults fhould the rebels be fuccefsful,
r¢jected the falutary advice of his fon, and commanded him in
concert with Mr. Pauly to enter into an amicable agreement with the
confederates.  Many perfons at- Delhi ferupled not: to affirm, that
the king on thw fion, was fwayed by the intrigues carrying. on
in ‘the haram. ‘That the Princefs Khadejee Sultaun, the aunt of
Mirza Shutfee, had perfuaded his majefly to pacific meafures.  Itis

' mbzn&mmtﬁwmmw attributed his drrefolu-
' '-r-'.;;'-.:._ﬁ Lutafut thereforg, were charged with.the negoci-
ation, and to ‘7 ngmm:dmluy onshe pasy of his
majefty, the Prince ] | any. the
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wﬁianers to the ;'ebel canﬁ :-m while awp&’m‘m
Afrafiab Khan is faid to have been the contriver, was agitated in the
‘councils of the confederates. They agreed o the propeﬁﬁ&fl’c ‘fér
* peace, but, inftigated by a revengeful fpmt, defcended to tHe '
tration of an atrocious act. . 1 ook
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A general reconcxhatwn of parties bcmg agreed to, aﬁd’}npp
ratified by the refpective fignatures, Prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht,
accompanicd by Pauly and Lutafut, left the city and proceeded! to
the confederate armics. ~ But fearcely had the devoted victims entered
the camp, when a party of horfe, who had been ﬁlated’iﬁ 'hiﬁ%fca&c. ;
fuddenly iffuing from their concealment, attacked anﬁ‘”&iﬁerf
followers of the commiflioners, feized and overpowercd thofe un-
fortunate men, and by a bloody procefs .ﬂhﬂt b‘ﬂ'"ihe head of Mr.
Paulyf, and depﬂved Lu!ufm*of ﬁght” A ’I*li&é:ﬁ‘y" of the rebels then

mﬁmﬁ%‘%
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the copfendi,ng,—, chiefs was temporary and infincere. The prime
minifter, in order to reftore tranquillity to the province of Agrah,
which had fuffered much by the tumults before mentioned, refolved
to repair thither in perfon: he took with him the prince Solimaun
Shekoo.  We may recollect the ftipulations made in the treaty of
Agrah the preceding year. Mahomed Beg Khan Hamduni, who
dee;ned himf{elf the principal inflrument in the refloration of the
muyft&'s authority, now called an him for the performance of his.
agreement. He demanded his fhare of the lands of the late Zulficar:
Al Dowla, Mirza Shuffee, whether he thought his authority too.
firmly eftablifhed to be again fhaken, or jealous of divided . {way,.
refufed compliance with the terms of the treaty.

Mahomed Beg Khan, juftly incenfed at this breach of faith, gave
vent to the natural ferocity of his difpofition, and refolved to take
a fevere revenge. It is probable, however, that the minifter might
haye warded off the blow, had he not by an act of equal folly and’
injuftice, hurried the whole body of the Mogul nobility into acts of'
open hoftility. It will be neceflary here to develope the caufes of
fudden revolution which led to the extinction, not only of his au-
thority, but his life, To an unbounded ambition, Mirza. Shuflee:
unfortunately added an_inextinguifhable avarice : actuated by that
unworthy paflion, he in a fatal moment determined to refume thofe
lands which had been granted by the late Nujuff Khan as Jaiedad
for the maintenance of the troops of the different Mogul lords. In
diew of thefe, the determined it/ thould. henceforth be difburfed by,

%WM fromaghe royal trealury. His commands, when:
the differen Chlgf&ﬁcﬁcdumwr&l murmurings and M‘,.
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content. But Mirza Shuffee ‘enforced obedience to his orders.—
Fatal were the confequences which followed this rath and .impblitic
meafure. 'The commanders, irritated at the unworthy tieatq’xetxt,
with juftice deemed their fervices merited a retum far different ;"!and
under the impulfe of pafiion, hurried them{elves into the commiffion
of a crime of the blackeft dye. Afrafiab Khan, Mahomed Beg
Khan, and other lords, entered into a confpiracy to afTaﬁinaté the
minifter ; and bound themfelves, after the perpetration of ﬂ&dced,
to place Afrafiab Khan in the authority of the deceafed, and to re-
ftore the Jaiedads. The more effectually to conceal their intentions,
it was agreed to invite Mirza Shuffee, who was by this time ad-

vanced towards Agrah, to an amicable conference, to reconcile and
fettle their mutual difputes. '

On the 23d of September of the current year, the two armies
met, and encamped in the neighbourhood of Deig. Though the
confpiracy we have before related, had been planned with the utmoft
fecrecy and caution, it, by fome means or other, reached the ears
of Mirza Shuffee’s friends: and previous to the intended interview,
the prime minifter was warned of the treacherous deﬁgns of his
enemies.  But Mirza Shuffee rejected the information as a conce
falfehood ; and totally segardlefs of perfonal fafety, accompanicd
by a few followers, he proceeded on his vifit. ‘The army of
Mahomed Beg Khan was drawn out as if ready to receive and com-
pliment the minifter. ~Each of the chicfs was mounted on his cle-
phant ; as the animal on whnhMuuSh&eﬂmdcappmdndgu

« A

other, Mahomed Beg Khan, conformable to ;,WM ufage, rofe
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up, faluted, and embraced his rival ; ,t_..ﬂ;-t.-z_;_jfr'-..-_;-'~ :;ﬁ'.lf.
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that a&, having feized hold of the minifter’s right hand, which
was the fignal agreed on, Mirza Ifmaeel Beg, his nephew, who
fat in the Khawafs ¥, plunged a dagger into the body of the devoted
victim. He groaned, fell back, and expired. A defperate a&ion
enfued between the armies ; but at length Afrafiab Khan, exerting
his influence, perfuaded the troops of the late minifter to join the
confederates. The body of Mirza Shuffee was taken up by his
followers, and interred in the fort of Deig.

Of this event Afrafiab Khan having fent notification to Delhi, an
anfwer was received, expreflive of the king’s approbation of the
deed. At the {fame time a firmaun arrived, which conftituted Afra-
fiab-Khan, Ameer Al Omrah, and moreover gave permiflion to
appropriate to his own ufe the effeéts of the late minifter.  Finally,
Afrafiab Khan and prince Solymaun Shekoo were ordered to repair
to the capital with all poflible expedition. ;

The indifference with which this important truft was conferred
upon Afrafiab, creates a fufpicion that the fate which had befallen
Mirza Shuffee was not difagreeable to his majefty, A geiterous
mind, on this furmife, deplores the humiliating fituation of a dei-
cendant of Timoor, fanétioning ats difgraceful to humanity, and
fubverfive of the pnnclples of moral and focxal order

“’u = i el by (2

Wik -Mn'za Shuﬁ’eé" was. #ﬂ’aﬁinated "his brothcr, Zcm Al Abu-
L ‘.,."‘ 1]&“1“‘!',..\,!;;:1‘;, =

The Kbayalsis the back feationan; elephaaty in which @ perfonyis ufually placed
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*. (]

© o : Q



114 HISTORY OF [a.p.17983.

deen Khan, was governor of Meerut. 'The king, tenacious of the
power which he derived from that fituation, determined upon his
removal. A mandate was accordingly iffued for thatmobleman’s
appearance at court. He was received with refpect. -@hah-Aulum,
after condoling with him on the death of his brother, intimated to
him the neceflity ther¢ was to refign his government.  Zein Al
Abudeen, who was a man of impatient temper, in fecret burnt with
indignation at this unworthy treatment ; at the time, however, he
faid nothing ; but on retiring from the hall of audience, he repaired
to his own palace, whence he privately departed. Senfible that this
conduct would enrage the King, he haftened to Meerut ; and deter-
mined to refift the royal authority, he there colle¢ted around him his
friends and dependants.

Intelligence of this defection reaching Afrafiab Khan, he affem-
bled the army, led it to. Meerut, and invefted the town. He had
determined to have punifhed the rebel in the moft exemplary man-
ner; but this determination was overruled by the advice of his
confidential officers, They reprefented that his power in the ftate
was as yet infirm, and it therefore became him firft to make over-
tures for negotiation, to which, in all probability, Zein Al Abudeen
would affent. Nor were they deceived in their conjectures, Inti-
mation being given, a treaty was fet on foot; and Zein Al Abudeen
confenting to fubmit to his majefty’s clemency, was pardoned. He
was received at court with hononr, and a ftipend out of the royal

treafury was allotted for his fupport. © . L0 0l

té 4§

The prime minifter returning to Delhi, was received with great
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diftin@ion, He anfwered Shah-Aulum with proteftations of per-
‘petual attachment ; and as proof, prefented his majefty with an
offering of three lacks of rupees, and fome valuable Perfian horfes.

Cuttub Al Dowla was now fent to command in Meerut ; and
Nujuff Cooli Khan, fon-in-law to the late minifter, who had till
now refided at Meerut, was directed to remain at court,

In the beginning of 1784, Major Brown, who had been com-
miffioned on a deputation to the king by the fupreme council of
Calcutta, arrived at the capital, The Major was received with high
refpect ; and in behalf of the Britith government, prefented Shah-
Aulum a handfome paifhcufh.

The arrival of this deputation excited various emotions in the
minds of the Delhians ; fome were of opinion that the period was
at hand when Shah-Aulum would return to the protection of his
oldeft and, in truth, his beft fricnds, the Englith: others again
conjectured that the intent of the embafly was, to arrange with the
minifter the concerns of the royal family. 'Thefe, during the late
commotions, had arifen to a height which was truly diftrefsful.
But the real caufe of Major Brown’s arrival * was in confequence
‘of orders he had received from his government, not to decline any
overture that might be made for affording a military aid to the royal
caufe.  The Sciks had for feveral years back, by their predatory
mcurfions into Doo Ab and Rohilcund, excited alarm in the go-

L # See the procecdings of parliament on the trial of Mr. Maftings.
| i
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vernment of Afuf Al Dowla: and Mr. Haftings, the Brmfh go-
vernor, with his ufual difcernment, deemied the exertions of the
court of Delhi might, at the prefent junéture of affairs, prove a

benefical counterpoife to the rifing power of the Seiks. "

Many days had not clapfed fince the arrival of Major Brown,
when an event occurred which created much confufion in the palace,
and led, in its future confequences, to concerns of ‘mementous im-
port. The heir apparent, prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht, difgufted
at the daily infults he received from the minifter, refolved to throw
himf{elf on the protection of the vizir and the Englifh: he hoped
thereby to procure eafe to himfelf, and an alleviation to the diftreffes
of his family, Efcaping from the palace at midnight, he crofled
the Jumna, and repaired to Lucknow. But as the fortunes of Mirza
Juwaun Bukht will hereafter be detailed in their proper order, it is
here only neceflary to point out the immediate effets of his flight
from the capital.

Afrafiab Khan, confcious of the ill treatment the unhappy prince
had, through his means, endured, was fearful of the vizir’s * refent-
ment. He thought, therefore, that the moft effeGtual means of
obviating this would be, to perfuade the heir apparent to return to”
Delhi. Accordingly, he, in the King’s name, fent letters to the
vizir and Mr. Haftings, who was then at Lucknow, demanding, in
terms moft peremptory, the immediate return of the fugitive prince,
%lthough Shah-Aulum, by affixing his feal to the dif] patchcs, ap-

B/l 1 wi s AL ”}l" ,lJ
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parently fanctioned the demands of his minifter, it is certain, that
- in his own mind he was not averfe to the cfcape of his fon. If,
indeed, his unhappy fituation be thoroughly confidered, it is not to

be wondered at he fthould endeavour by any means in his power‘to
obtain relief.

Some days after the departure of the letters before mentioned,
Major Brown, the Britith Ambaflador, was requefted to proceed to
Lucknow. He accordingly repaired thither. Afrafiab Khan deem-
ing his authority fully eftablifhed, now threw off the mafk, and ex-
hibited himfelf in his natural colours. He firft propofed to thc
king to march to Agrah, the object of which he affirmed was the
reftoration of that province to order. Had he refled here, it would
have redounded to the honour of Afrafiab ; but impelled by a jea-
loufy againft Mahomed Beg Khan totally unwarrantable, he, at the
clofe of the conference, in vehement language urged the king to
revenge the affaflination of the late minifter in the punifhment of
Mahomed Beg. His majefly perceiving the invidious drift, turned
from the minifter with coldnefs, and retired into his haram.,

The fource of this extraordinary demand may, without difficulty,
be traced in the rivalfhip of the two chiefs. Mahomed Beg Khan,
though certainly guilty of an atrocious act, deferved not punifhment
from the hands of Afrafiab. It has before been feen, that fh_e .
minifter himfelf, in conjun&tion with the Mogul Sirdars, had urgcd;'.
and;ﬂ;im-ulated him to the deed; and for this he was now to become.
a facniﬂt‘:e_ at the fhrine of his imperious eoadjutor.

pri = 2
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Aﬂomfhcd at-the King’s abt‘upt departure, Afrafiab Khan, in

{ullen filence, retired to hlb own palace. Giving loofe to his refent-

ment, he there determined on a meafure equally violent and unjuft.
At the conference above mentioned, the Nuwaub Mujud Al Dowla
had been prefent. That nobleman having endeavoured to diffuade
the king from his intended expedition to Agrah, the officious remark
pafled not unnoticed by the haughty fpirit of Afrafiab. He now
directed Nujuff Cooli Khan, his dependant, to lead a party of guards
to the palace of Mujud Al Dowla, and feize his perfon. His or-
ders were obeyed with alacrity, and the unfortunate man again found
himfelf in the courfe of a few fhort hours reduced from affluence
and command to penury and a prifon. His property was feized,
and converted to the minifter’s ufe. Mujud Al Dowla was after-
wards confined in the fort of Agrah, where he died in 1788 ; not
much regretted, except by Shah-Aulum, whofe confidence he had
fo frequently abufcd by the commiffion of oppreflive acts upon his
fubjects. He was an intriguing artful courtier, avaricious, and in-
folent. Shah-Aulum, when informed of this outrage, was filled
with the deepeft indignation. He refolved therefore, at all events,
to throw himfelf into the hands of the Marhattas; and by a foreign

aid, to relieve himfelf from the mfupportablc infults daily offered :

him by his own fubjects.
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CHAP. VIIL

Rife and Progrefs of MavuAJEE SINDIAH, Ruler of MALWAH,
Jrom the Eflablifbment of his Family in that Province until hbis
Interference in the Politics of the Court of DEvLu1—Intrigues
of A¥rRAs1AB KuaN—His Death and Charafler—SiNpiIAH

is made Prime Minifler.

FROM the preceding fcenes of party violence, the reader will
with pleafure follow hiftory through the more edifying detail of
geographical information. We fhall proceed, therefore, to take a
retrofpective view of the Malwah province, in its fluctuating ftate
under a fucceflion of rulers. But the confiderable influence acquired
by Madhajee Sindiah in the politics of Hindoftaun, previoufly de-
mands attention to the rife and progreflive fortune of this extraor-

dinary man.

Madhajee Sindiah Putteel Bahadur was defcended from a Rajpeat
family. His father, Ranojee Sindiah, was an officer in the fervice
of Bajerow, who, in the latter end of the reign of Rajah Sahoo,.
was Paifhwah of the Marhatta ftate. The fupinenefs and effemi-
nacy of the court of Delhi, and the diftracted ftate of the empire
toward the clofe of the reign of Mahmud Shah, rendered eafy the
fubjugation of the Malwah province. On that expedition Ranojeer
- Sindiah accompanied the Paithwah. “The fervices and ability. dif--
o e 2 |
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played by Ranojee during the campaign, were rewarded with the
management of the province, which was confirmed in jagheer to his
defeendants by Rajah Sahoo. Ranojee had four fons: Appagee,
Tagee, 'Tookagee, and Sindiah. Appagee was {lain in g civil broil
in the Jynaghur province; Tookagee and Tagee perifhed in the
memorable battle of Panniput in 1762,

Sindiah, in that action, though only feventeen years of age, dif-
played a genius and {pirit which well foretold his future greatnefs :
being defperately wounded, and unable to follow the route of the
few furvivors of the Marhatta army, he was fecretly taken care of
in the camp of the Abdallee. Recovered from his wounds, he was
privately removed from this afylum, and by his protectors conveyed
into Deccan.  He then affumed the government of his patrimonial
eftate of Ougein. From his intenfe application to bufinefs, aided
by the endowments of a vigorous mind, he foon acquired confidera-
ble influence in the Marhatta ftate ; and was carly confidered as one
of the principal Jagheer Dars. In 1770, he accompanied Holkar
and Beefajee into Hindoftaun, where his actions have been recorded
in the preceding pages.

Malwah *, the greater part of which is the inheritance of the Sin-
diah family, is in length two hundred and forty-five cofs, in breadth
two hundred and thirty. On the north it is bounded by the Agimere

Soobah ; on the fouth by Baglanah; on the eaft by part of Agrah

* For the following detail of the Malwah province, the author is happy to confefs
his vbligations to Major Charles Reynolds, furveyor general on the Bombay cﬁabliﬂp-
ment, who furnifhed him with the materials colleted by himfelf on the fput
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‘and Allahabad ; and on the weft by Guzerat. 'The principal rivers
that flow through this fertile and extenfive tract, are the Chumbul,
the Sind, and the Nerbuddah: but it is watered by many other
fmaller ftreams. Though higher than the reft of Hindoftaun, the
land of Malwah is in general fertile; in it arc reared numierous
herds of cattle; and it abounds in opium, indigo, and tobacco.—
In former times the revenues were computed at four millions fterling ;
this, of late years, however;, has been much reduced; and even

Sindiah, in his collections, can realize only a milliom.

The Patan princes of the race of Khuljee having conquered that
province from the Hindoos, fixed their feat of government at
Mando*. It was during the long and glorious reign of the renowned
Akbar, that Malwah was gradually alicnated from the Patans.—
Having annexed it to his empire, it remained in his family until the
clofe of the reign of Mahmud Shah.,

'The Zemindars and foldiers of fortune here, as in other parts of
the empire, during this turbulent period, divided amongft them the
different provinces. Out of thefe arofe feveral independant ftates ;
thofe ftates encroaching upon the imperial authority, by degrees
threw off all but a nominal allegiance to the houfe of Timoor.—
Hence, the authority of the Soobah became frequently circumferibed
to the environs of that city, which he chofe for his refidence. The
Rajah of Chundeely, defcended from the ancient princes of the
country, feized on the north-eaft parts ; the fouthern were occupied

T
) * A large city, fifty miles diftant from Qugein.
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by the Keeches. To the weftward the petty Zemindars of Annunt-
warah and Sooudunah affumed the ftile of independant princes; and
in the centre of the province was erected. the nabobihip of Bopaul.

Whilft thefe rebels were bidding defiance to the royal authonty,
a new and more formidable enemy, the Marhattas, foon deftroyed
the hopes of thofe petty fovereigns, and made themfelves mafters
of the whole province. At this period, Kullich Khan, the famous
Nizam Al Mooluk, was governor of Deccan. He alfo, difgufled at
the levity which ftigmatized the councils of the court of Delhi, re-
folved to render himfelt independant. 'To avert, however, the ven-
geance of the royal arms, he fecretly invited the Marhattas to an inva-
fion of the Malwah province. Delighting in predatory warfare, the
propofal was received with avidity. The immenfe Marhatta hoft was
commanded by Bajerow ; Rajah Gheerdir directed the imperial
forces. Defperate was the battle which foon enfued ; but victory
declaring for the invaders, with incredible rapidity they overran both
Malwah and the rich province of Guzerat; and their vitorious
arms were afterwards carried to the confines of Beianah and Agi-

merc,

"The petty fovereigns who had affumed independancy, in confe-.
quence, obliged to yield up the beft part of their poffeflions, were
reduced to the payment of an annual tribute: but the Nabob of Bo-
paul and a few other Rajahs were ftill permitted to retain a -part- of
their territories, and o exercife over them an authorify fubordinate
to the controul of the Marhatta government., . . :
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 Milwah was then divided into three fhares : the firft was allotted
“to Bajerow ; the fecond to the Marhatta prince, Rajah Sahoo ; the
third to the family of Mulhar Holkar. Sindiah, as we have feen,
inherited that part of the province beftowed on his father by Baje- |
row. But by a train of fuccefsfuloperations, he was enabled to
appropriate to himfclf a confiderable portion of the Circar lands.
Tookajee ‘Holkar, who inherits the third divifion of the Malwah
province, fince his acceflion has refided at Indore, a city thirty miles

diftant from Ougein.

Ougein, the modern capital of Malwah, is fituated on the eaftern
bank of the Sipree river, in lat. 23. 12. N. and long. 7¢. 48. W.
The city is, from its antiqnitf, of confiderable note in the cmp‘irc.
The monuments which it exhibits of the piety and fuperftition of
its Hindoo fovereigns, are ftill regarded with veneraticn ; nor have
the Patan emperors contributed lefs to its embellifhment.  Among
a variety of grandand venerable ruins, travellers mention with* ap-
plaufe an edifice ereted by Naflir Al Deen Khuljee in the ninth
century of the Mahomedan zra. About one mile and a half caft

- of the city is a large gloomy building of an octangular form, and
the whole of the materials of ftone. Its foundation is an artificial
ifland, which is formed by a deviation of the weftern channel of the
ftream in the bed of the Sippree, and is connected with the oppofite
‘bank by a ftone bridge of fixteen arches. The building confifts of
a.i,varicty of fp‘acious chambers, conftruted upon a level with the
water : throughout thefe, by means of refervoirs, the water is con-
veyed m different channels, and hence, by artificial cafcades, dif=
charge"s itfelf into the Sippree in pleafing murmurs. The apart-
-.\ ‘ Rk 2
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ments in this delightful retreat are cool and falubrious. To each
recefs are faftened rings of iron for the purpofe of attaching purdahs,
or {kreens made of the aromatic root called Khufs. Thefe, when fprin-
kled with water from without, not only give an agreeable coolnefs to
the entering air, but entirely ex®ude the inclemency of the fultry fea-
fon. We have before remarked that, among perfons of diftinction,
this luxury is common throughout Hindoftaun. Into thefe watery
abodes, when defirous of repofe, and fatigued with the toils of
ftate, the princes of the houfe of Khuljee were accuftomed to retire.
During the periodical rains, the lower parts of this building are en-
tirely overflowed, and an amazing force of water acts againft it:
but fo great were the pains beftowed on jts erection, and the mate-
rials of fuch wonderful folidity, that after a lapfe of three centuries.
it remains entire, and ftill continues to attract the admiration of the
{peGtator.—We refume, after this digreflion, the thread of our nar--
ration. -

Sindiah, on his return from Hindoftaun in 1774, employed his
utmoft exertions to extend his influence, and enlarge his patrimonial :
territory.  Bold and afpiring in his views, he purfued the plans of
his future aggrandifement with ardor and unremitting perfeverance.
He had greatly increafed his revenues, and rendered his country
highly flourifhing, when fix years afterwards was formed the grand
Marhatta confederacy.  Joining with that league, he became a prin-
cipal actor in the fcene, in which it was vainly hoped to have over-
thrown the Britifh empire in the Eaft. It was, however, happily
diffolved, and the fcheme rendered abortive, by the prompitude and

-
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vigor of the Britith councils, aided by the brilliant afcendancy ac-
quired by Britith arms under the aufpices of Coote and Goddard,.

Sindiah, who during that memorable conteft had exhibited the
conduét of an active and able leader, on its conclufion; turned his-
arms againft Gohud *#.. In 1782, at the head of a numerous and
well-appointed army, he entered that province for a fecond time,
and with a fairer profpect of fuccefs than in his former expedition.

The reigning prince, Rajah Chutter Sing, fearful of the iffue,
endeavoured, by {oliciting an alliance with the Britifh government,
to avert the impending ftorm.. Accordingly, by ‘his ambafiador at
Calcutta, in recompence for an interference of the Englifh in his.
behalf, he promifed an annual. Nuzeranah of four lacks of rupees. .
It does not however appear that fuch an alliance was, at the prefent
juncture, deemed acceptable to the Supreme Government of Bengal.
Although Sindiah’s extenfive views of conqueft, and the notoriety
of his ambition, were to the council objects of fufficient magnitude
to excite alarm, ftill the. fidelity which that prince had invariably
obferved in his tranfactions with the Britifh nation, his uprightnefs,
and, above all, his faithful and fteady adberence te treaties, had im-
preffed the minds of government with fentiments highly favourable
toward him.

TN & o NSl o o
. The.alliance. with the Ranah was, therefore, rejected : but it was
~ deemed eligible by the council to endeavour cffecting an amicable

® A province fituated about fixty cofes wet of Agrab, and originally ruled by, Raj-
poot princes, - .
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compromife betwixt the contending parties. Confonant to this re-
folve, Mr., David Anderfon*, the Britifh ambaflador at Sindiah’s
Durbar, was directed to afcertain his fentiments in regard to the pro-
pofed mediation. But Sindiah, cither in confequence of repeated
breaches of faith-on the part of Chutter Sing, was animated with a
fpirit of perfonal refentment againft him ; or, impelled by a defire
long entertained of extending his dominions, declined the proffered
interference.  After a defultory warf'aré of two years, the reduction
of Gohud was finally effected ; and, on the 24th of Nov. 17‘84-.
Rajah Chutter Sing furrendered himfelf to his opponent,

Sindiah having thus acquired the province of Gohud, now direc-
ted his whole attention to the affairs of Delhi. During the tranfac-
tions before mentioned, he had maintained a correfpondence with
Mirza Shuffee Khan. That nobleman entering into his views, had

Ipromifcd him his entire afliftance and fupport in its execution. But
on his arrival on the north of the Chumbul with an army of thirty
thoufand men, Sindiah heard gf the death of his affociate. Deem-
ing the opportunity for which he had fo long and fo anxioufly
fought, now arrived, he, from his prefent ftation, difpatched letters
to the court of Delhi. In thefe, after declaring his intentions of
reftoring the royal family to its formel: {plendour, he made a requeft
to Shah-Aulum to remove with his court to Agrah; at which plg_cé,.

PP

* To the zealous and faithiul exertions of this gent]cman, as well as thofe of his
brother, Mr. James Anderfon, who fucceeded him, may be chiefly aféribed the con-
ciliatory conduct of the Marhatta government, at a momentous and interefling period,

in entering into an alliance which has hitherto been preferved with fidelity on their part,
See the reports of the feleCt committee on the fecond Marhatta war.
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the Marhatta chief informed his majefty, he would, to the fatisfac-
tion ‘of all parties, arrange and fettle the affairs of the empire.

Afrafiab Khan, on receipt, of thefe letters, laid them before the
king, and urged his majefly to an immediate compliance with the
contents, Shah-Aulum, who for a long time poffeffed neither in-
fluence nor authority, affented to the propofal, and the royal tents
were ordered to be got ready.” The prime minifter, after nomina-
ting Nujuff Cooli Khan to the government of the fort and city of
Delhi, pitched his camp without the walls. On the enfuing day,
the army took the route to Agrah.

The high pitch of authority to which the minifter had arifen,
gave him entire controul in the ftate ; and whilft his order of march
in this expedition was marked with the moft luxurious extravagance,
inconvenience and diftrefs attended the family of his fovereign.—
On the march, the prime minifter received letters from the vizir and
the Britith governor general *.  Actuated by the impulfe of a liberal
mind, thofe powers, on the prefent occafion, urged in the moft pref-
fing terms the releafe of the Nuwaub Mujud Al Dowla; and re-
commended to' the minifter a different treatment to his unhappy'
fovereign. But the unrelenting {pirit of Afrafiab was not to be fof-
tened ; intreatics or threats were to him alike indifferent.  Mujud
AI Dowla was ordered into a clofer conﬁncmcnt, and Afrafiab
Khan, leading the enfpcror in triumph, cncamped under the walls of
%M Haflings.
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Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani had taken a ftrong pofition about
forty miles from that place, and the Marhatta prince was now ad-

wvanced to Futty Pore.

Such was the fituation of the contending parties, when Sindiah
opened a negociation with Mahomed Beg. Anxious to acquire a
thorough knowledge of the fentiments of the Mogul nobility, and
to learn the extent of their different views and expectations, Sindiah
proceeded in a manngr cautious and circumf{pect : as a preliminary
ftep, he called on Mahomed Beg to exculpate himfelf from the
charge of murder. In extenuation of his crime, that nobleman
threw the odium of :the tranfaction upon the prime minifter.  He
had alledged, and truly, that Afrafiab Khan had not only inftigated
him to the deed, but bound himf{elf by the moft folemn ties to fup-
port him in it when executed. Regarding himfelf, Mahomed Beg
profefled a ready obedience to the commands of the Marhatta, aﬁd
that if he would fo far interfere as to procure the king’s pardon, he
would henceforth attach himfelf to his fortunes. Meanwhile he
declated his intention of remaining quict in his prefent pofition.—
T'o thefe infinvations, Sindiah in reply declared that, fatisfied with
fuch a declaration, Mahomed Beg might rely on his interference in
procuring the pardon required. 'Whilft the above negociation was
pending, Afrafiab Khan beheld the motions of Sindiah with a:
watchful and jealous eyc: fufpecting an acceffion of influence from
the {fubmiflion of Mahomed Beg, he prepared to circumvent it by a.
counter treaty, ~But thefe defigns were fruftrated by an accident-
which at once put a period to his ambition and his life.

1
-
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To relate with precifion the particulars of this event, we muft
recur to the fituation of Zein Al Abudeen. 'That nobleman, the
reader will recolle@ to have been forgiven: but Afrafiab well know-
ing his difpofition, would not be eafy while he remained at liberty ;
on this account he had hitherto been detained in, what by the natives
of Hindoftaun was deemed, an honourable confinement. Upon the
firft letters, however, that paffed between Afrafiab Khan and Sin-
diah, at the particular requeft of the latter, Zein Al Abudeen was
releafed. He appeared in the camp, but refolved to be avenged of
his brother’s death. An occafion foon offered. In the month of
November, an interview took place in the vicinity of Futty Pore
between Sindiah and Afrafiab Khan.  After the ufual interchange of
civilities, Sindiah returned to his own camp. Rajah Himmut Behadur
and feveral other officers of the army having likewife taken leave,
there remained in the tent Zein Al Abudeen and Afrafiab Khan.

Zein Al Abudeen, whofe plan was already formed, now entered
into converfation with the minifter. In terms apparently cordial,
and.in the moft refpe¢tful manner, he propofed to him for the future
to live upon a more amicable footing ; expreflfed his wifh that all
former differences fhould be forgotten, and urged the ncceﬂity of
henceforth confolidating their mutual interefts.

‘Sufpended'at the unexpectednefs of this addrefs, Afrafiab Khan
- remained for a tm@b{qrbcd in filence.  But about to have replied,
Zei | Al Abudeen®, with fury in his countenance, rofe from his feat,
a fignal, upon which Maddoo Beg came up, and plunged his dagger
' ) * MS. Narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan. '

\ . | 5
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into the breaft of the devoted minifter. He expired on the {pot.—
A violent tumult enfuing, feveral perfons were {lain : but Zein Al
Abudeen having effeéted his efeape, fought and found protection in
the camp of Sindiah.

Thus perifhed Afrafiab Khan, a man of turbulent difpofition and
impetuous manners ; but with great perfonal bravery, he poflefed
abilities for war. Zulficar Al Dowla having adopted him into his
family, trained him to arms. Confiderable were the fervices which
he rendered the ftate, whilft under the guidance of his patron ; de-
prived of his falutary counfels, the paflions of Afrafiab, always
uncontroulable, hurried him into meafures the moft bold and fan-
guinary. The caufe of his ruin may be traced to his unguardednefs
in permitting Zein Al Abudeen to recover his liberty. In that in-
ftance circumfpect, he might perhaps have terminated his career

happily.

The conduct of the Marhatta chief in countenancing Zein Al
Abudeen after the perpetration of {o foul a crime, calls loudly for
the feverefl reprehenfion ; it is a ftrong prefumptive proof that he
was acceflary to the deed. In recording the tranfactions of a wicked
and diffipated court, the impartiality of hiftory demands the firicieft
{crutiny ; whilft the multiplied affaflinations which, in later times,
have difgraced the politics of Delhi, in a reﬁc&mg and fufceptible

mind, muft éxcite horror. g o

.'q_, VR 1?

When the tumult occafioned by Afraﬁab Khan’s death had ﬁ,;h-
fided in the camp, Himmut Behadur and the Mogul oﬂiccrs;,.ﬁgs if

"X L
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by preconcerted agreement, repaired to the tents of the Marhatta
chief. After complimenting him on the death of his rival, thc}r
affured him of their unanimous fupport in his adminiftration of
affairs : they doubted not but his majefty would confer on him the
office of Am.et_e_x_".ﬁl Omrah, for which he was {o eminently qualified.
Thefe affurances Sindiah received with real fatisfaction; and the two
armies having joined, he led the united forces to Agrah.  We muft
now for a while tumn afide to the fituation of the king, who, during
the late negociations, had remained in the fort of Agrah.

The Nuwaub Mujud Al Dowla, who, as before remarked, was
confined by order of the late minifter, hearing of his rival’s death,
perfuaded the Killadar of Meerut to connive at his efcape. This
being effected, he, in company with Cuttub Al Dowla, vifited the
king. Shah-Aulum received him with kindnefs, and directed him
to remain near the prefence. This would in all probability have
led to an immediate return of his honours and employments, had
not his enemy, Shuja Dil Khan, governor of Agrah, in conjunétion
with Rajah Daicram, endeavoured to imprefs the king’s mind with
fufpicions of his fidelity. But their malice failed of effeét; for
the king, convinced that there was no reafon to fufpeét Mujud Al
Dowla of any difloyal intentions, heard their remonftrances with
difguft, and commanded them to defift.

" But the infolent manner in which they had urged their demands,
cbn'rmced Shah Aulum that he was entirely in their power; and
havuig"htﬂe to hope forany refpe@ from them in future, he refolved

to quit Agrah altogether. - The arrival of Sindiah would, he hoped
. _\ ¥

- _ s 2
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and expe@ed, fpeedily afford him the means of punifhing their pre-
fumption, . But in order to leave no room for thefe noblemen to
fufpect his intentions, he ordered the greater part of his family to
‘remain behind ; then taking Mujud Al Dowla along with him, his
houfehold troops efcorted him to Delhi.

Mahomed Beg Khan, to whofe fituation we muft now recur, re-
mained, during the late tranfactions, in his entrenched camp.  Sin-

diah, on Afrafiab’s death, wrote to Mahomed Beg to repair to

Agrah. A conference enfued, and a penfion of 16,000 rupees per
month was allotted for his fupport out of the revenues of Shekooa-
bad. A few days after, Sindiah, with his ufual policy, refolved to
employ the abilities of his newly-acquired dependant on a diftant
expedition. By removing Mahomed Beg from the fcene of action
in Hindoftaun, he effectually prevented any cabals for counteradting
bis own defigns ; and the probability of his being taken off’ while
employed on active fervice was an additional motive in the mind of
this politic chief. He therefore requefted of Mahomed Beg to
proceed to the conqueft of Rhago Ghur, a ftrong fortrefs in Deccan,
and bordering upon Sindiah’s patrimonial eftate. The country of
Keetchwara, in which the before-mentioned fortrefs is fituated, was
then in a flate of actual rebellion ; and to Mahomed Beg was com-
mitted the double charge of reducing it under obedience to Sindiah,
and the fubfequent management of the diftri€ts. Having made the
neceflary preparations for his departure, Mahomed Beg Khan, ac-
companied by 5000 men, proceeded on his cxpedi"t?on. to Rhago
Ghur, 2
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The greater part of the Mogul nobility having by this time de-
clared for Sindiah, he now repaired with confidence to the capital.
His expecations were fully anfwered ; for, whether Shah-Aulum,
difgufted at the thraldom in which he had been held fince the death
of Nujufl' Khan, expe@ed by a change in the government to ex-
perience fome repofe, or whether he, on this occafion, made a virtue
of neceflity, has not been clearly afcertained.  T'o Sindiah, however,
the event proved highly favourable. - In the month of January, the
Marhatta chief entered Delhi. He was received by the king with:
every demonftration of fatisfaction, and treated with diftinguifhed
horiour. ~ In full Durbar, his majefly invefted him with the office of
Ameer Al Omrah ; and as an additional mark of favour, ordered a
—™ o
patent to be made out for the Paifhwah of the’ Poonah Durbar,
(under whofe authority Sindiah profeffed to act) conftituting him
Vakeel Mutluck *, or Abfolute Director General of the affairs of the
Emm' the Neabut of that office to Sindiah himfelf. On re-
ceiving his honorary drefs, the new minifter prefented an offering of
five lacks of rupees, and retired from the prefence.

' * The office of Vakeel Mutluck in Hindoftaun is paramount almoft to fovercign
authority, inafmuch as it cmpowers the perfon holding that office to raifc troops at plea-
fure It may appear remarkable that the Paifhwah, who is the lead of the Marhatta
empire, fhould decm it any acquifition to his authority to receive an officc from what
he confidered as coming. from a nominal emperor of Hindoftaun : yet it fhould be re-
.:nmbered. ;hat Wcr weak and impotent the prefent defeendant of Timoor is ef-

teemed, ll {hll mgnnﬁu”i ever will continuc, a defirable object among the native.
pm:m to make l-lfc of I'ns name rowards complcung their own aggrandifement.
i%' ] .
! T+'ﬁ£~
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CHAP. IX. 1

Occurrences at Court—War againfl ¥ PoRE—Intrigues of the Mo-

GuL Nobility—SiNDiau is defeated—Retives acrofs the Crum-

suL—Intrigues of Guoraum CApir KuaN—Account of Be-

cuM SomrRo0—GHOLAUM CADIiR Kuan befieges the Palace—

He is repulfed and pardoned—~Prince MirzA JuwAuN BugHT
—Review of bis Life—Death and Charalier.

DURING the late violent commotions, the provinces had fallen
into diforder and decay. Their reftoration was the firft object to
which the attention of the new minifter was dire@ted. The office
of Dewaun, or fuperintendant of the revenues, had long been under
the management of Daieram. His conduét of late had, in many
inflances, been highly reprehenfible ; but his bebaviour towards the
king at Agrah, determined Sindiah to remove him from office. The
Dewanfhip was accordingly beftowed on Naraien Dafs, a perfon of
capacity, and a fkilful financier. Remaining a fhort time at Delhz.

during which he difpofed of feveral offices and emp]ovments,
* Sindiah affembled the army for the reduction of Agrah.

The commencement of the current year was marked by the de-
parture of the Britifh governor general from India. I'lﬁ;i’f tfmg this
important truft, Mr. Haftings had the fansfa&;q{i to‘pcrceivc him-
{clf followed by the unanimous good withes of the pnnc:es of Hin-
doftaun, and the prayers of the natives. On the prefent. ‘occaﬁon,

R
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the king, the vizier of the empire, the nazim _bf Deccan and the
court of Poonah, all fent letters to Calcutta ; in thofe were exprefied
their regret for the governor’s departure, and contained m;)rcover
moft ample teftimonies of the high opinion they entertained of his
abilities, integrity, and good faith *,

On the arrival of the army before Agrah, Sindiah fummoned the
goveror to furrender the fort, He declared alfo, that by a refiftance
to the royal authority, the governor could have no hope for pardon.
Treating the fummons with contempt, Shujah Dil Khan prepared
for a vigorous refiftance. Sindiah commencing his approaches, two
batteries were foon opened, and began to play upon the fort with
confiderable effe@., Part of the curtain was thrown down, and
feveral guns within difmounted. ‘The governor in the mean time
was not idle. He repaired the breaches with inceffant activity, and
by his own fpirited behaviour animated the garrifon. A month had
¢lapfed when Shujah Dil Khan, forefeeing the ultimate reduction of
tl"ls pl:llce, cndeavoured, by an act of affumed refpect, to mollify Shah-
Aulum. IThat part of the royal family who, as before feen, re-
111§in§:(? _'i:n_ the fort of Agrah, were nbw {ibcralcd, and fent with
an‘ggqqrt_ t_c! Delhi, which they reached wirhout..r{wlc&a.tion.

o “Time, which Temoves the veil from the intrigues of policy, has evinced, that the
ideas entertained by the matives of India, of that illuftrious charader, were juft.  His
countrymen haw: l?@hcld i‘mn ;a;fq‘tis_&&fion, almoft univerfal, the honourable award of a
B;-iafh Senate ; an award 1o lefs honourable to the character of Mr. Haftings, than
gméﬁl tohis mind, harrafled l;y thcdcgmdmg circumftances attendant on a profecution,

- which is without paralle] in the annals of mankind. .

rll‘i_ e e T o
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Sindiah perceived that the fiege advanced but flowly ; he hoped
thereforg, that by opening a megotiation with fome leading ' men
among the befieged, to gain them over to his interefts.  The event
anfwered his withes. © The Cutwal and feveral other officers having
been bribed by a large!fum of money and a promife of perfonal fecu-
rity, agreed to deliverup one of the gates of the fort. ~On a pre-
concerted fignal, a fele@ body of troops prefenting themfelves,
were admitted by the treacherous Cutwal, and, before the governor
or his affociate Daieram could receive information, were overpowered
and taken prifoners. They were immediately put into clofe  con-
finement, and fent off to the camp. Sindiah, when pofieffed. of
the fort, by not permitting it to be plundered, acted with becom-
ing policy ; he, however, exacted confiderable fums from  the moft
wealthy inhabitants, which he diftributed as a largefs to the army.
Of the whole of the poffeflions of the late Afrafiab: Khan there
now rmained only Ali Ghur. That fort is fituated in the upper part
of the Doo Ab. It had been fortified with great<care, and in it
were depofited the family and treafures of the deceafed Nuwaub.
Jahaungire Khan, his brother, commanded in Ali Ghur. He had a
{trong garrifon, and the fiege was expected.to be long and bloody.
Early in the month of July of the current year Sindiah appeared be-
fore the place. Contrary, however, to-all expectation, it held out
but a fhort time. It has been imagined that the fears of the women,
for the prefervatior of their honour and -effects, had .inclined the
Killadar to pacific mcafures.  Certain it is that Jehaungire Khan, fig-
nifying his readinefs to negotiate, a treaty was accordingly drawn
up, and agreed to by the refpective parties.. To Khadim Hoffeen
Khan, eldeft fon of the deceafed Nuwauqugaghue was allotted,
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amounting to a yearly revenue of a lack and a half of rupees. To
the Begums were promifed an honourable afylum, and to Jehangire
‘Khan perfonal fafety. It appears, however, that this treaty was
very ill adhered to by the Marhatta Chief; for on the place being
{urrendered, the Begums and jchangire Khan were fent under a
ftrong guard to the fort of Gualior, and there detained in confine-
ment. The young Nuwaub, indeed, was received by Sindiah with
great attention, and directed to remain in the royal camp. Sindiah
then took poffeflion of the fort, and with it the whole of the trea-
fures of Afrafiab Khan, amounting, as it has been affirmed, in
fpecie, jewels, and valuable articles, to a crore of rupees.

The fall of Ali Ghur eftablifhed the minifter’s authority on a
firm and folid bafis. Having before reduced under obedience the
‘greater part of the Doo Ab and the countries fouth-weft of the
Jumna, he now found himfelf mafter of the whole of the poffef-
fions of the late Zulficar Al Dowlah, with an acquifition of revenue

of two crore of rupces.

Intclligence of thefe important fuccefles reaching Delhi, Shah-
Aulum demonftrated his fatisfaction by fignal marks of favour.
Thefe were conveyed to the prime minifter in’ three hundred fuperb
Khilluts, to be diftributed by him to the officers of the army. Nor
W __:Smdwﬁ lafs liberal in his return. Twelve lacks of rupees were -
lloteed for the fupport of the king’s houfehold ; and he moreover

f&kh@ prefmts to court.

Abaut thwmtheprm Juwaun Bukht, the heir appazent, then
X
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refiding at Benatcs, forwarded to court a paifhcufh of one lack of
rupees. This teftimony of attention afforded great confolation ‘to
the king’s mind. He now, for the firft time fince the death of Zul-
ficar Al Dowlah, experienced fome repofe from the tumultuous
cabals which had fo long difgraced his court, and filled him y&h in-
quietude and angmfh 5

The departure of Mr. Haftings having occafioned fome changc;
in- the Britith adminiftration, perfpicuity requires that we bring
under one head fuch tranfaétions under that government as bear rela-
tion to the court of Delhi, during the current year. = Sir John Mac-
pherfon fuccceded Mr. Haftings in the chair.  That gentleman,
equally well inclined with his predeceffor to pay every attention in
his power to the king’s interefts, took an early opportunity of figni-
fying the fame. He confirmed to the Shah Zadah the generous aid
he had received the preceding year, and through him affured his
majefty, that the Britith government would, on all reafonable-occa-
fions, extend their aid in fupport of his authority.

On the part of Sindiah Mr. James Anderfon had fucceeded his
brother as ambaffador to that Durbar. - Major Brown, who M%ﬂ-
fided at court for fome time paft, was s now recalled. &

T s PR mmrq.-\ :

On the fide of ‘Oud, Major Palmer, who had Wpﬂm
court of Afuf Al Dowla the two preceding years, -m,m at his
own requeft, removed. To him fucceeded Colo WW tho;

took an early opporttmny of ?wmgmtentnm to the ‘hﬁgﬁ which he
3 uk).‘bu‘s«! R ﬂ}
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Wd@y letters, accompanied on the part of | the. .governor gencral

bya M{h fuitable to the occafion. v

fhel= : - -

eﬁmm thefe digreflions we rcturn to afﬁurs at court. ' After the
«capture. of Ali Ghur, Sindiah repaired to Delhi, where, on his ar-
rival, his whole care and attention were dire@ed to. reftoring good
order to the government, in all affairs, both foreign and domeftic.
W\quﬁ,ﬂm g 20 2veihislt W

- .. Shah-Nizam AlDeen a, conﬁdennal fervmt of thc mlmﬁcr, was

~ appointed: to the fuperintendance of the royal houfehold, to which
his :pa;cﬂ:y added the gwanunent of the fort and city of Delhi.

V) Iowud the clofc of the current year died Zabita Khan, mlcr of

Sp@mmngpm, a man, whofe long and active life had been marked

witha wietymf-alt'cmatc fuccefs ancl misfortune.

F

R T T T L
. Taken. mmpmtmcly wnh his father Najecb Al Dowlah, Zabnta
Khan appears to have been of inferior capacity ; his frequent rebel-
lions, and the native turbulency of his temper, had totally eftranged
from him the king’s mind, and the account of his death was re-
m%un with indifference. eeil i 1 v,
USRS ey P P! :
Mtl.{(‘haﬂvwas fuccecdcvd in his territories by hls clde;ﬂ: fon e
ng@youth,. proud, cruel, and fero-
rit act on affuming u'igmmm.was theapulﬁpn
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This bold affumption of the government, without' confulting the
court, or petitioning for a continuation of the Sunnud, agreeable
to the eftablifhed ufage of H'*indoﬁaun, gave great offence to the
king. But Gholaum Caudir, well aware of the confequences, pre-
pared to fupport his rebellion by open violence.  The fort of Ghofe
Ghur was accordingly put into aftate of defence, and the means of
affembling a confiderable force was afforded him by the confifcation
of his uncle’s property. .« .. . By e ool ety Baparon
: I P b 4
In thofe acts Gholaum Caudu' thlb.lted thc firft fymptoms of .
that diabolical fpirit which defignated the actions of “his future life.
To him it was referved to difgrace the houfe of Timoor, and ito-add:
the laft outrage to the miferies of a long and moft unfortunate reign.
But previous to entering into a detail of - the intrigues of Gholaum |
Caudir, we muft for a while carry forward the affairs of Sindiah, and -
his operanons with the neighbouring ftates.. . v w0
' ¥ ai? it
Intelligence of the defection of Gholaum Caudir had fearcely
arrived at court, when the prime minifter was alarmed by an ac-
count of the rebellious defigns of the Jynaghur prince.  Pertaub
Sing, informed of the late tranfations at Ghofe Ghur, had at the
fame time withheld his accuftomed tribute. He thought the prefent
opportunity favourable to a defign long entertained, &Mg
himfelf independant. gSlﬂdJ‘ah prepared to. {ubdue him by force
but the advice of the Rajah’s . confidential fervants pres
the prefent matters. pmf:dmgaﬁp qxttmm; u'l;.‘hgy v - refc .;:.: W oTuin -
to his caufe while qudm gmg;mem;;amﬁaﬁme, ptzkr A
fuaded Pet(aub Sing to defift. Tmmﬁw
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effect. “The tribute was fent, and an additional paifhcufh which
accompanied it appeafed the refentment of Shah-Aulum.

sith i i . L
F ‘Refpeted on all fides by the country ' powers, 'this' fortunate
Marhatta chief now faw with exultation his authority arrived at its
higheft extent.  The factious fpirit which had been exhibited by
the Mogul nobility was quelled ; and Sindiah’s fubfequent conduct
toward that powerful body contributed both to reconcile them to
his caufe, and attach them to his perfon.  Thus eligibly fituated,
had Sindiah properly appreciated his good fortune, he might have
fecured ‘@ power complete “and imimpaired to the end. Unfortu-
nately, however, a {pirit of avarice gaining ground in his breaft,
inclined or impelled him to deviate from that line of liberal policy”
by:which, at the firft advance of “ his authority, he had been wifelf'
guided.. This deviation led in its confequences to events of a moft
ferious nature, and had well nigh proved the utter deftruction of the
minifter. But in order to explain the caufes of an act which, in its
execution, was followed by a revolution in the flate, it will be here
neceffary: to detail in a‘more particular manner the nature and tenure’
of the Jaiedads, or, as known in Hindoftaun, thofe lands which are
appropriated for the fupport of the troops.

. "‘ﬂw 921 TN St

Mtﬁ‘" ﬂw’iﬂonm*of ‘India, certain portions of land are fet-

, .-wwwﬁof the anmy ; ‘thefe are termed Jaiedads, a

feciires to the poffeffor a fure and eafy collection : they
~over to the commanding officers, who, exclufive of the
ntages they derive from thefe affignments in realizing their pay,

- are moreover enabled  to" retain a numerous body of dependants.
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Thefe increafed their confequence in the flate, and not unfrequently
afforded them the means of perfonal fafety, when their torbulent am-
bition led them to rebel againft their fovereign. It was' thefe Jaie~
dads that the Minifter determined to refume; and for the caufes |

“before mentioned, their refumption at this juncture was equally dan-
gerous, impolitic, and unjuft: yet did Sindiah perfift ; and though

- having the examples of Mirza Shuffee and others of his predeceffors
before his eyes, he, with a pertinacity approaching to infatuation,
carried his refolves ‘into effect.  Confiderable murmurs there were,
but the great force of Marhattas kept up by the minifter, prevented
for the prefent any open a& of hoftility on the part of the Mogul
officers. In fecret, however, fired with refentment, ﬂléfrréfoivcd" on
vengeance. The blow was gradually preparing. " About this time

- Naraieen Daufs, who, fince the death of Afrafiab Khan, had con-
ducted the affairs of the Khalifa, was fuddenly, without accufation,
difmiffed from his employment, and Mpmp%nywmeamonﬁt
openly confifcated for the minifter’s ufe. The vacant office was
confirmed on Shah-Nuzam Al Dcen - RN £ <Hopiy

. - w Vi by e 8 ke -.P,L.,,;,;
Such repcatcd als of m_juﬂ:me excited extreme difguft. 'ﬂajﬁh
Himmur Behadur, awho had fo cmhmmﬂyaﬂ'fted wmﬁwﬁ

ungratefnl m‘f @ﬂfsing ‘W'*emu‘&“ re, |
1o his ciﬁmnnw d for refifta
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“The downfall of the minifter’s authority was accelerated by a
rupture with the Rajah of Jynaghur, againt whom a war now
feemed inevitable. :

Pertaub Sing, though himfelf of weak capacity, and enervated |
by effeminate pleafures, had neverthelefs; during a long interval of
peace, increafed the revenues, and extended the commerce of his
country. He now refolved openly to“declare his independance of
the court ; and having, as a prelude to his rebellion, withheld the
cuftomary tribute, he began to collect forces, and prepare himfelf for
the confequences. - But previous to entering into a detail of the war
againft Jynaghur, we muft recur fora while to the fituation of Ma-
homed Beg Hamdani, who bore a confiderable fhare in that war.
Mahomed Beg, the reader will recolleé, had been fent into the
country of Kitchwara, where having reduced the fortrefs of Ragho -
Ghur, and fettled the affairs of the province, he remained in that -
ftation for three years. Sindiah now- ordered him to the capital,
where he arrived at the commencement of the currént year. As he
brought with him a confiderable body of his Mogul troops, the mi-
nifter received him in a manner apparently cordial ; but drmdmg his
power and influence’ whilft at the head of an army, endeavoured to
perfuade him todifband his troops. To this Mahomed Beg gave a
paﬁtﬂt refufal ; and the intelligence of the revolt of Pertaub Sing

arriving at court; deterred the Marhatta prince from enforcing com-

'; ﬁiu?ce Mahomed Beg, who retained inhis breaft a deep refent-

\ gﬁap!efolwd ‘as-opportunity ﬂ!ould occur, of gratlfymg it

- : fi extent. He bad fince his return entered into a corrcfpon- .
l dmcérwmhwm of Jynaghur, which was &nfunamd ‘ay an

‘

1%
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alliance with that chief. Mean while Sindiah having made thene-
ceffary preparations for the campaign, committed the care of ‘the
capital to his deputy Shah Nuzam Al Deen, and marched towards
Jynaghur.  Pertaub Sing, attended by a numerous army, which he
had recruited by alliances with feveral of the neighbouring Rajpoot
princes, was encamped ‘on the frontiers of his dominions.—The
effect of that difguft, long entertained by the Mogul officers, now
began to manifeft itfelf to ‘the detriment of the Primc minifter.
Scarcely was he arrived in the prefence of ithe enemy when he re-
ceived information of a defe&ion among his own troops. The
Mogul nobility, headed by Mahomed Beg Khan, had fecretly entered
‘into engagements with Pertaub Sing,. whofe fplendid offers of
‘money and employment in his fervice at once gratified their avarice,
and afforded  them the 'means of being revenged for the indignities
they had fuftained from the Marhatta prince. Through the agency
of Rajah Daieram a treaty was formally dfa’iﬂi’?‘:p, by which it
was fettled, that on the approach of the minifter’s army, Mahomed
Beg and the other Mogul lords fhould join Pertaub Sing.  Accord-
ingly, attended by their whole force, ‘they, in the face of Sin-
diah’s army:- went over to the "éner'hy". Aftonifhed, but not dif-
mayed at*this treacherous ack, Sindiah with his remaining force he-
fitated not to give inflant batfle.  The action which enfued was long
and bloody ; but Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani having been {lain
by a cannon ball, the Moguls received a check, and were thrown
into fome confufion. - Pertaub Sing, mformed of this accident,
haflened to the fpot, and conferred  the command of the Mnguis
upon 1fmaeel Beg, -nép%ew of the deceafed chief: Tfmacel Beg re-
newing' the comEm with ardour, {‘wﬁ recovered from the Eh{'o?&r,

.
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and reftored the fuccefs of the day.. But the event would have ftill
remained doubtful, had not fome difciplined battalions, formerly in
the fervice of Afrafiab Khan, at this critical moment, fuddenly gone
over to theienemy, by, which the Marhattas were difpirited beyond
repair. . 'The affair was immediately. decided ; . Sindiah. retreated
from the field with expedition, and was obliged to take scfuge in the
fort of Alwar, the capital of his ally, the prince of Macheri.
That chief received the fugitive with cordiality and refpect: but the
{evere check which Sindiah’s authority had fuftained in the lofs of
the late battle, and the difperfed ftate of the Marhatta a.flihy. con-
wvinced him that he could not lung hold his fituation at court.  Col-
le@ing, therefore, the remains of his difcomfited forces, he quitted -
Alwar, and retiring fouthward acrofs the Chumbul, repaired to
Gualior, there to wait for reinforcements from Deccan,

Had the Jynaghur prince on this occafion made a proper ufe of
his viGory, it is probable the Marhatta influence in Hindoftaun
would have been totally annihilated ; but content with having cleared
his dominions of  the invader, Pertaub Sing, after firft detaching
the Mogul force under T{macel Beg to befiege Agrah, which plage
was. ftill in the hands of the Marhattas, he himfelf returned to

Jynaghur.

. The fort of Agrah was defended by Lackwajee, the Marhatta
~general; he had with him a ftrong garrifon, with abundance of pro-
' wvifions and cvery thing reqﬁiﬁte to {uftain the attack. But the in-
hxb*l_p‘ts[nf the city, totally unprepared with any means of refif-
m a,nql Wmd by threats of military execution, qmctly f“h“
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mitted on the firft approach of Ifmacel Beg. That chief having laid
the inhabitants under a feyere contribution, now formally demanded
a furrender of the fort, to which Lackwajee replying in the negative,
I{fmacel Beg commenced the fiege. : \

Qur attention muft now be dire¢ted to the difagreeable fituation
into which the king had been thrown by the defeat and fubfequent
departure of the Marhatta army from Alwar.  Prior to that event,
Sindiah had received certain intelligence that the late defertion of the
Mogul officers was owing to the intrigues of Rajah Daieram. Reft-
lefs and turbulent in difpofition, that nobleman was continually em-
ployed in fomenting the intrigues and reviving the difcontent of the
Mogul nobility ; and through his negociation,  the' treaty before
mentioned with Pertaub Sing had been effe¢ted.’ Sindiah, in ac-
quainting his deputy, Shah Nuzzam Al Deen, with this circum-
ftance, urged him to infli¢t exemplary punifhment upon the traitor.
His orders were obeyed ; for having caufed Rajah Daieram to be
~ arrefted and brougbt to court, the ferocious deputy, even in the royal
prefence, gave orders for the unhappy wretch to be trodden to de_ath

under the fect of an elephant *.

5 'Although, by this fanguinary deed, the deputy evinced a deter-
mined {pirited to fupport the Marhatta authority, the accounts of
his mafter’s defeat and fubfequent movement towards Deccan, ‘pre-
pared him to expect the moft unpleafunt iffuc.  He accordingly put
the fort and city of Delhi into the beft poffible ftate of defence. Of

thefe precautions he foon found there was fufficient need. -Gholaum

* MS. Narrative of Syad RezzicKhan. o
J 1 i



. PSPRR ST L R ‘ ' dn s '~ «
C Acvoagsyl  SHAH-AULUM. Byl
) Qadir Cawn, who, asbefmmked.maﬁkﬂwu ArmYy, now,
. determined to employ it in the advancement of his. ambitious
{chemes. In a few days he arrived on the caftern bank of _Q_he
Jumna, and encamped oppofite the citadel. The Rohilla chief,
however, sefted not his hopes of fuccefs wholly on arms. ~ He had
-attached to his interefts a perfon of great influepce, as well in the
_councils, as over the mind of the king. . This man was Munfoor
Ali Khan, the Nazir *, who, bred up. with Shah-Aulum, had, from
his_earlieft youth, been a confidential fervant, and loaded with a
~profufion of honours and diftinguithed kindnefs ; but forgetful of
the duty he owed his fovereign, or gratitude duc to his benefactor,
.the treacherous - Nazir - joined in the intrigues of the rebel, By the
advocates for the Nazir it has been afferted, that hatred againﬁ the
Marhatta government was the real caufe of fo extraordinary, a con-
duct. From whatever motive it arofe, certain it is, the Nazir was
determined to introduce Gholaum Cadir into the adminiftration ; and
- had accordingly fent letters to the rebel, urging his fpeedy appearance
to demand of his majefty the vacant office of Ameer Al Omrah.
Great was the cnnﬂcmatior; occafioned/at Delhi by the arrival of -
the Rohilla army ; but Shah Nizam Al Deen, aflifted by Defmouk,
fon-in-law of Sindiah, prepared to repel the invader. = Unhappily
for themiclves, they dcfpifed the force of Gholaum Cadir; and
lulled, into a fatal fecurity, were contented with dgtacbmg a {mall
| force acrofs the river, giving, pofitive orders to the commanding
vﬁﬁcr to make an immediate attack on the enemy’s camp. - Of this
on_they; inthe fequel, had caufe to repent : the battalions,
: B :'.:'_"r;':"‘"‘ - * Superintendant of the houfehold. =
: U 2
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ok the very firft onfet, were driven back and difperfed by the Ro-
hillas with great lofs ; they purfued them to the banks of the river,
where, boats not being at hand, many threw themfelves into the
Jumna and perifhed miferably: the few who furvived, afhamed to
appear before the deputy, difperfed themfelves oyer the my, and, as
ufual in Hindoftaun, began to plunder.

The deputy fecing the difaftrous pofture of affairs, and having
by this time reccived intelligence of the traitorous defigns of the
Nazir, prepared by a fpeedy flight to fave himfclf from the ven-
geance of the conqueror. Accompanied by Defmouk, he withdrew
privately from Delhi. They repaired to the fort of Builum Ghur,
a place twenty miles fouth of the capital. - Hera Sing, Killadar
of that place, received them with humanity:'but Shah Nizam Al
Deen not deeming himfelf fufficiently fafe at Bullum Ghur, retired
from thence to Deig, which ftill acknowledged Sindiah’s authority.
Defmouk repaired to his father-in-law, whom he joined in the
neighbourhood of Gualior.

On the flight of the deputy from Delhi being made public, Gho-
laum Cadir prepared to reap the fruits of his late fuccefs. He
croffed the river with a fele€t body of trt;ops, and went dire& to the
king’s palace. On his arrival, (agrecably to a concerted plan) he
was introduced by thv': treacherous Nazir to the emperor: When,
honoﬁred with the c—:uﬁomafy-khiiﬁfﬁ}_ﬁhblaum Caudir preferred his
petition for the inveftiture of the office of Ameer Al Oinrah, and con--
cluded with proteftations of fidelity and attachment to his majefty’s.
perfon.  Shah-Aulum, perceiving 'himfclfgiwm_, refource, was

W
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ThougMJy «compulfatory means Gholaum, Caudir had thus at-
tained. the defired objgé’t. his power was by no means fegprﬁlx_cﬂa-_
blifhed. ~ Several perfons well attached to the Marhatta goyernment,
as likewife to the king’s perfon, ftill. remained, in. Delhi. - Thefe,
indignant at the unworthy treatment of their fovercign, and pi;y__iqg
his degraded ftate,, refolved to make one effort for the reftoration, of
his authority. Amongft, others was the Begum Songmo, Wi %t
that time had confiderable. mﬂucnce in thq‘gqupcﬂs of Delhi., @5
lady,; wife of Semroo, (a name too well known to Enghﬂ;maﬂ! by
his -infamous conduét at Patna,) now commanded the dt{mpl{ggc{
b‘a,ttahons which he had ra.;fcd, and was morever poﬂ'eﬂed of 3_%9}--
fiderable Jaghlra _

fo Dge F B2 I N T | i
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As this lady will bear a confiderable ‘ﬂna'rc in the remainir;étranil'-

- altions, we fhall proceed to a concife :gn[_pc& of her. ﬁ;uq.t.}on

~and progrefs to autthty % et G R, e
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' 1&"30““0%‘ ‘German aﬁgeg&ytr”whgin a ‘pugtcd author‘ has em-

| }giwzs thﬁq,n%g‘w&cq of the late Zulﬂcar Al Dow 1,
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phatically jlﬂed ““ the bloodyﬁg%gﬁldﬂ;ﬁ of Mccr ngﬂim 5
a.fter the ruin of h}yss@;aﬁq,gaﬁ'amhrgg{cd into thc jaut province,.

then in the. phm&gdﬁw _In addition to his d;‘fp
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battallons Nyjuff Khan gave l_um the command of a body of
Mogul horfc, and _for the fupport of the whole, aﬂianed him. the
Pcrgunnah of Scrdimlxm, fgtuatcd in the upper part of Doo Ab, ?s-
a_Jaiedad. Somroo, previous to his death, which happened Ip
1778, married the daughter of a Mogul nobleman, whofe family,
from the unfettlcd Hatc of lhc times, had fallen into dlﬁ‘rcfs This
lady, the prcfent Begum, at the pcrfuaﬁon of her huﬂ)and em-
braced the Chriftian faith.  She received from the king the title of
Zech Al Niffaa, or, Orpament of the Sex; and on Somroo’s de-
mife, was continued in command oyer the troops, and confirmed by
Nujuff Khan in the management of her Jaghjre. In the centre of
the ruined province of Sehaurunpore, in twenty-ninth degree N. lati-
tude, and about fixty miles diftant from the capital, rifes the fmall
but fertile principality of Serdhauna ; it is bounded on the north by
the town of Berhauna, on the eaft by Nowlah, weft by the Hingun
river near the town of Bemaba, and fouth by the difiri@ of
Mcerut Its extent from north to fouth is thirty-fix miles, and
twenty-four from eaft to weft. An unremitting attention to. the
cultivation of the lands, a mild and upright adminiftration, and
care for the welfare of the inhabitants, bas enabled this {mall tract

to vie with the moft cultivated parts of Hindoﬁaun, and to yielda

revenue of ten lacks of rupees per annum..  The rivers ngl.@,

and Crifthna, which travcrfe this valuable jaghire, afford an ample

fupply of water ; amT 41: foil, natu.rally fertile, produces in abun-
dance grain of all kinds, cotton, fugar-cane, and tobacco.

L
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The town of Sedhauna, whcﬂ: tht rally refides, is
of conﬁderab]c extent, plcafantly ﬁtuatcd, M,gpm;nandmg a ﬁnc
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~view of the mountains of Himmelech to the 'nort-h-eaﬁ._ A fort

‘near the town contains a good arfenal and foundery for cannon.

Five battalions of difciplined Seapoys, commanded by Europeans of
different countries, and about forty pieces of cannon of various.
calibres, conflitute the force kept up by Begum Somroo.  With
thefe and about two hundred Europeans, principally employed in the
fervice of artillery, fhe is enabled to maintain a refpectable fituation
among the neighbouring powers.. |

- While the furrounding lands exhibit the effeéts of defolation and'
diftrefs, the flourithing appearance of this Jaghire imprefles the
mind of the traveller with fenfations moft gratifying ; and it is upon
this principle, that, deviating from the rigid line of hiftorical preci- -
{ion, we embrace the opportunity of paying a tribute defervedly due
te the fpirit, activity, and talents of this noble lady. Endowed by
nature with mafculine intrepidity, “affifted by a judgement and fore-
fight clear and comprehenfive, Begum Somroo, during the various
revolutions above detailed, was enabled to preferve her country un-
molefted, and her authority unimpaired. In the fucceflive admi-
niftration of Zulficar Al Dowla, Mirza Shuffee, and Afrafiab Kban,
the was confirmed in her pofleflions ; and when Sindiah arrived at
{fapreme power, he added to the extent of them by a grant of fome
Ioiher lanids ‘fouth-weft of the Jumna. In the war againft Pertaub -

~ Sing, Begum Somroo ‘with ht’rforce was flationed at Panniput on

!

thefrontler, and in committing {o important a truft to her charge -

: was {ufficient pl:oof of the idea the Marhatta chief had conceived .

of [her ca,pa.cxty ‘Hot_m now evinced that that cénﬁﬂcncehaﬂ;
' .;.__pnﬂtqd exertions in- dcfehce of the-
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king’s authority acquired deferved applaufe in the breafts of all:
To this lady, then, Gholaum Cadir, on retiring from the prefence,
made offers of alliance. Aware of her influence at court, the artful
Rohilla endeavoured, by the moft ftudied refpcét to acquire her fup-
port in the extenfion of his ufurped authority, affured her of a
grateful return on his part, and finally proffered her,an equal thare
in_the adminiftration of affairs. The profpect was tempting ; but
the Begum, well acquainted with the characteriftic perfidy of the
Rohilla, and refolved to defend her fovercign, rejected all his folici-
tations ; and to give proof of her refolution to maintain the king's
authority, fhe with her whole force repaired to the palace, and de-
clared her intention of facrificing her life in his majefty’s caufe.
Her appearance gave great confolation to the king.; and fome other
officers at the fame time affembling troops, the court began to talk
in a ];'ighcr {train toward the rebcl, ~Matters drew near to a crifis:
Gholaum  Cadir, baffled in his attempts to acquire the Begum’s
{upport, when informed of what had paffed, was inflamed with
favage fury. Going to his camp on the oppofite bank of the
Jumna, he thence difpatched a meffenger to court, demanding, in
terms moft peremptory, the immediate removal of Somroo’s wife,
adding, that in the event of non-compliance he fhould proceed to
hoftilities. His meflage haying been treated with the contempt.
it deferved, Gholaum Cadir commenced a heavy cannonade -
upon the royal palace®.  This was anfwered from fome a.rtillcrya'
in the fort, from the guns attached to the, ] Mogul battalions in
his ma{eﬁy s fervice, and from a battcly w}uc};,d been erected
with great expedition by Begum Samrgg _ h erable damage ..
* Syud Rezai Kh's Ms oarrative.
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was done to the palace by this outrageous infult; but the king’s
troops: behaving with great firmnefs and fpirit, it is moft probable
the Rohilla would have been compelled to retire. © For the prefent,
however, he' was faved by the treacherous machination of his affo-
ciate within the fort. = The Nazir fuddenly declared, that the royal
treafury was exhaufted, and refufed to make any farther difburfe-
ments for the troops. This untoward circumftance on fo critical an
oceafion; greatly embarraffed his majefty’s affairs ; but as the ur-
gency of the cafe required fome immediate fteps, the royal jewels
and feveral articles of the houfehold were depofited to raife a fum
of money, which was immediately given to the foldiery. During
this difgraceful fcene, intelligence arrived that the Prince Mirza
Juwaun Bukht, accompanied by a large army, was on his march to
the capital. Of this event the Nazir conveyed private informa(ion
to Gholaum Caudir, and forefecing that the prince’s arrival would
difconcert his perfidious {chemes, he ftrongly recommended the Ro-
hilla to make immediate overtures for a pacification, to which he
doubted not the King would agree. No time was to be loft ; Gho-
laum Caudir, therefore, having fignified to his majefty his fincere
contrition for the late infult, prefented a handfome paifhcuflt in }esdy
money, and moreover promifed to reftore all the royal lands in Doo
Ab which he had lately ufurped. To thefe offers Shah-Aulum,
who knew the infincerity of the Rohilla, would not have confented,
 but)"urged by the repeated folicitations of the Nazir, whom by a blind
1mi’faqauon he deemed a faithful fervant, at length acquiefced in the -
propofals. -’*"Th&*ﬂﬁ»ﬁeﬂ?g\-fetﬂcd, an honorary drefs was difs
patched over the river to Gholaum Caudir Khan, who immediately -
after receiving it, “ﬂi‘uck-;hik‘fimp. and returned to Schaurunpore.

l' i X
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Scarcely had he: departed ‘when letters from the prince Mirza
Juwaun Bukht asrived at court, In thefe, after acquainting his
father of his rapid approach, he congratulated him on the profpcé
now afforded of punifhing the rebel, and carneftly requefting the
king not to enter into terms. The intimation arrived too late,
"T'o account for the prince’s re-appearance at the capital, we mudt
now proeecd to a brief review of the occurrences of his life,

The death of Nujeeb Al Dowla in 1769, and the intrigues of the
Marhattas having, as already related, recalled Shah-Aulum to his
capital, the prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht from that period continued
to refide with his father. During the warious revolutions which
occurred, the prince, by living in a retired ftate, and forbearing to
interfere with public affairs, efcaped from the perilous fituation of
the c'onmding parties. But the conduct of Afrafiab Khan having,
as before remarked, excited in his breaft a juft indignation, Mirza
Juwaun Bukht refolved to feek an afylum at the court of QOude.
In the year 1784 he effeGted his efcape from the palace ; and accom-
panied only by a few perfons, he croffed the Jumna, and afterwards
the Ganges, from whence he repaired to Rampore, the capital of
Fizoolah Khan *. He was received by that chief with every atten-
tion due to his high rank, and treated with profufe hofpitality. At
his departure, the benevolent Rohilla dire&ed a detachment of horfc
to accompany him to the vizir’s frontier. -

* See a particular detail of the prince’s eftape, tranflated ffom\h: Pcrﬁan language,
by Captain Jonathan Scott, at the end ofaurymuliwmemmrwrmcn by Mr.
Haftings, late governor-gencral of Indh. ey
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““On his arrival at Lucknow, the prince was received by the vizir
and the Britith governor-general, who had lately repaired to Oude,
in order to make fome arrangements in the affairs of that province.
At Mr. Haftings’ fuggeftion, the vizir was induced, not only to
extend his protection to the fugitive prince, but to allow him a pro-
vifion of four lacks of rupees for the fupport of his eftablifhment,
and, moreover, furnith him with a houfe and every fuitable conve-
nience becoming his dignity. On the governor’s departure for Be-
nares, the prince, from motives of gratitude, refolved to accompany
him to that place, where an event occurred which awakened his am-
bition, and determined him to return to his father’s court. Hearing
of the death of Afrafiab Khan, the prince applied to Mr. Haftings
to affift him with an armed force, to accompany him to Delhi, for
the recovery of his authority ; but the governor, not deeming hims
felf authorized to interfere in the politics of Delhi, declined his
affent. Mirza Juwaun Bukht, on the governor’s departure for
Calcutta, returned to Lucknow, where he had not long been, when
a vifible alteration was perceived in the behaviour of Afuf al Dowla.
The caufe of the breach that enfued between them has not been cor-
reétly afcertained ; by fome it was alledged, that the want of punc-
tuality iti- the payment of the prmtc’s ftipend, occafioned a’ fharp
animadverfion on his part; on the other hand it was affirmed, and
pmba'ély with fome reafon, ‘that the vizir was not altogether fo well
. pleafed at the diminution his own revenues fuftained in granting the
 allowance before mentmned but fuch fentiments were furely un-
i Wdi#l} of the“ wg}f ;;'.*-,. .P;’Ef.! whofe family bad rifen to power
g Wﬂiﬂ fawmfwiu ‘majefly ’s anceftors, and on which accountthe
'ﬁ‘ ﬁve M treated 'with' all fmaginable” kindnefs,
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Certain, however, it is, that the prince, in confequence of the flights.
~which he received, determined him to remove from the court. of
Oude. In 1785, lie repaired to Benares, and made another, though
ineffectual, attempt to intereft the Britith government in affording
him affiftance for the re-eftablifhment of his authority at Delhi.
His application failed of fuccefs; but Mirza Juwaun Bukht was
affured that an afylum for himf{elf and his family would always be
i‘cadi]y granted within the company’s territories, and as his highnefs
declined returning to Lucknow, an order was iffued upon the com-
pany’s treafury at Benares, for the payment of the ftipend which
had been allowed him by the vizir. Ina fituation fo eligible, Mirza
Juwaun Bukht, had he properly appreciated it, might have pafied
the remainder of his days in' bappinefs and comfort ; but areftlefs
fpirit of ambition impelled him to enter into the politics of the times,
and in the end caufed him inconceivable anxicty and the moft bitter,
though unavailing, regret.  Not however, to anticipate our narra-
rative, it is here fufficient to remark, that about this period Earl
Comwallis, who had been nominated to the fupreme government in
India, arrived at the city of Benares in his way to the vizir’s court,
To him, the Shah Zada in the moft prefling manner, renewed his
folicitations for afliftance from the Englith; but Earl Cornwallis,
adopting the fame line of condu& as his predeceflors, was com-
pelled to give a decided negative to his requefts. ‘The governor-
general*, however, from motives highly to be commiended, ferioufly
advifed the prince to remain where he was ; he affured him that the
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refpect entertained by the Britith government towards his illuftrious’
lioufe, would ever be evinced, by rendering his highnefs fuch af-'
fiftance as did not militate againft the general line of policy which
they had adopted in their concerns with the princes of Hindoftaun,
and, - finally, his lordthip concluded with obferving to his highnefs,
that the company’s territories would alw:ys afford’ him a fafe and
honourable afylum, Yo s

Soon after-this conference, the governor-general ‘purfued his jour~
ney to QOude, whither the prince followed him. By the good offi-
ces of Earl Cornwallis; an interview between the prince and the
vizir was effeéted, and an apparent reconciliation enfued : we affirm
apparently only, for the {fubfequent conduct of the vizir, aftcr-—EarF
Cornwallis’s departure, fatisfied the prince that this reconciliation’
was pretended.  Abandoned by the court of Oude and finding he*
had nothing to expeét from the Englifh government, Mirza Juwaun
Bukht now direted his whole attention toward raifing an army *,
Himmut Behadur, the Ghoffien, and fomeé other chiefs, having of-
fered their fervices on this occafion, invited the prince to a confe-
rence on the plains of Bindrabund, in the neighbourhood of Agrah.
'By their affiftance, he, in a fhort time, affembled a confiderable
force, and being at the fame time joined by the Mogul chief, Ifmacel
Bég', the prince took the road 'to Dclhl

t :ﬂu - ry P f

| WAt the clofe of ‘the current year he arrived in the neighbourhood
of th&mty, where he was met by his family and his brother, the
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prince Akbar Shah. ‘The next moming he made his entry into ‘the
capital in great ftate, when Shah-Aulum, by the warmth of his
embraces, teftified the joy which he experlenced on the return of thc
heir apparent after fo long and diftreffing an abfence. The prince
was. immediately invefted with the fole management of affairs ; and
there once more feemed a profpect of relief from that vexation
which the royal family had for a feries of years undergone. The
Marhatta ufurpation was overthrown, and the rebellious chief of
Sehaurunpore had lately made ample fubmiffion: appearances fo
flattering were, however, by the machinations of an ungra{'cfu[ and
wicked man too foon overclouded. The Nazir, envious of the
prince’s authority, and conftant in his attachment to the turbulent

Gholaum Cadir, fet at work every engine to fow diffention in the

royal family, and alienate the King’s mind from his fon.

" Some days after the prince’s arrival, the Nazir, in concert with
other lords whom he had gained over to his party, demanded in full
Durbar the payment of certain arrears, which he alleged to be due
to the troops from the royal treafury. The funds being at that time
infufficient, he well knew this demand would embarrafs the prince ;
but, contrary to expetation, the prince, with much fpirit, appéﬂed
to his father, and declared that as the affignments for thoﬁ: an'ca,rs
were given during the Nazir’s adminiftration, he a]onc ought to be
held refponfible for their liquidation. " "T'o this oplmon the kmg not
only affented, but in fevere terms comt'handed the Nazir to defift.
"Though baffled in a firft attempt, the Nazir was MIy refolved to
try a fecond ; in which, much'to the Hifcre%m-i&ulum, he'

was but too Tuccefsful. &cﬁﬁﬁﬂ?&m h?ﬁ i "
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winch he fo fhamefully abufed he had the audacity to infinuate to

thc kmg fufpicions of the prince’s loyalty. On this occafion, he.

ob[crvcd to his majefty, that the high pitch of authority to whmh

h_g_ had elevated his fon, would no doubt infpire him with the defign

of .riﬁng ftill higher; and that as the king was now rapidly ad-

\?ancing in years, and confequently incapable of vigorous exertion,

the profpeét of afcending the throne of Hindoftaun was too feducing

to be paffed over by a perfon even lefs ambitious than his fon: that
his late efforts crowned with fuccefs, and being at the head of anarmy,
gave him entire and uncontrouled autharity ; and thefe advantages

@,_ when opportunity -oﬁ'crcd, powerful inducements, as well as

fit inflruments, for the completion of his moft afpiring views.

Thefe infinuations, however unworthy, made a deep impreflion
upon a mind debilitated by age, and obfcured in its intelle@ual vigor
and energy by a long leries of defpondency and misfortune, The
audacious prefumption of the interefted fervant was forgotten, and
an eye of f{ufpicion caft upon the fervices of a faithful and hitherto-
beloved fon.

~ The effects of the Nazir’s_treachery foon became apparent.—
Mirza Juwaun Bukht, who, fince his retum, had beftowed unre-
mitting attention to the re-eftablithment of good order and tranquil-
ity at the capital, now folicited the king’s permiffion to take the
q’gnmand of the army, and at the fame time for his majefty to
acvégmpaqy it in perfon during its progrefs. He pointed out the pro-
pricty and good effet that might be cxpected from his majefty’s
making & circuit through the Doo Ab, which, he judicioufly ob-
: 2
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vfgx;ycd, would contribute much to calm the minds of the people,
\agitated as they had been during the late troubles ; and give additional
| éonfcquence to his majefty’s authority, now re-eftablithed under fuch

- happy aufpices.

This propofal, however falutary and wife, was, to the aftonifh-
ment of the prince, rejected by his father with the moft frigid in-
difference. He now too plainly perceived that {fome fecret machina-
tions had been fet on foot to inftill into the king’s mind the moft
bafe and unjuft fufpicions ; and therefore, difdaining to remain at

court, where he was treated fo unworthily, he determined to remove

to a diftance, in hopes that time and abfence would contribute to
efface fuch impreflions from his father’s mind. Having obtained
the king’s permiffion to repair to Agrah, of which place he had
lately been appointed governor, the prince, accompanied by his
whole family and a fmall efcort, quitted the court, to which he
never more returned.

Ifmacel Beg, who was at that time befieging Agrah, at firft re-
ceived the prince with the utmoft refpect and fubmiffion: but his
{ubfequent conduét evinced, that in bis heart this ungrateful chief
was actuated by fentiments far different from the loyalty and fidelity
due to his fovereign; and perceiving the untoward ftate of his affairs,
he looked only to the prefervation of his own confequence. - ‘The
prince, compelled by urgent neceflity and the very low ftate of his
finances, requefted of Ifmacel Beg -to adjuft the affairs of the pro-
vince, and to make over to him a {uitable aflignment for the fupport
of the fmall force which had accompanied him from Delhi, and





