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who, from long arrcars, had become clamorous for pay, The
Mogul chief lent a deaf ear to his folicitations ; and inflamed: with
pride, accompanied his refufal with difrefpectful language to the
prince, Difgufted at this treatment from a difobedient fubject,
Mirza Juwaun Bukht quitted Agrah, and repaired to the camp of
Gholaum Cadir Khan, who was then in the neighbourhood of
Deig: but meeting with fimilar treatment from that chief, and like-
wife narrowly efcaping from a treacherous plot laid to entrap his
perfon by the perfidious Rohilla, the prince now for ever relinquithed
all hope of re-inftating himfelf in his authority,  As a laft mark of
attachment and affection to his friends, he difpofed of fuch effeéts
as remained from the wreck of his fortunes, which he divided
equally among them ; after which, attended only by his family and
a few felect adherents, with an aching heart he once more took the
road to Benares, and)repaircd to his former afylum among the En-
glith. The generofity of that nation again reccived him, and con-
firmed to him his former allowances under difpofal of Mr, Duncan,
the Britifh refident. To follow his eventful lifc to its clofe, it is
only neceffary to remark, that after fome months refidence at that
place, he terminated both his life and misfortunes. The circum-
ftances which attended his death are particular *.  About the middle
of September of the current year, he paid a vifit to the fhrine of a
Mahomedan faint at the fortrefs of Chunar; and on his return aps
peared much exhaufted by the fatigues of the day and an intenfe hot
fun. Towards midnight he’ grew worfe; and though every affif-
tance was afforded him, both by his own and European phyficians,
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it proved of no avail. At the dawn of day he arofe, and in
great agitation proceeded to the apartments of his favourite concu-
bine, where, on his arrival, he called for an infant child who was
aflcep ; but before the child could be brought, he was attacked with
violent fpafms, and during a fhort interval from pain, had juft fuf-
ficient time to dictate a letter to the Britifh governor-general, recom-
mending his family to the protection of the Englifh nation, which
being finithed, he expired quietly a few minutes after in the forty-
eighth year of his age. His remains were interred with every fuit-
able attention and honours due to his high rank. Agreeably to his
defire, the penfion which had been allowcci him was continued to

his family.

Mirza Juwaun Bukht Jehaundar Shah, though from capacity not
fitted for the bufy fcenes of active life, nor poflefling any talents for
government, was neverthelefs irreproachable in his private character,
and deemed by all an accomplifhed gentleman. To his friends he
was conftant, and to his dependants humane and benevolent. His
domeftic qualities and filial piety have been already exhibited to the
world by teftimony the moft refpectable * : and in his difpofition he
poflefled, in an eminent degree, that charactereftic amiability, which
fucceflive hiftorians have unanimouily attributed to the princes of the
houfe of Timoor.

* Sec Mr. Haftings' Letter from Luckaow, April 1784.
2
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CHAP. X.

Arrival of RANAH KaAN 12 the Doo As—Affairs in the JvrorE
Province—Spirited Condué? of BEGum Somroo—Oceurrences
—IsMAEEL BEG 2 defeated—funétion of that Chief with Guo-
rauMm Capir KuanN—Their Intrigues—~Suau-Auvrum ir

dethroned—Occurrences—~Conclufion.

SINDIAH, who, as related in the preceding pages, had retired
after his defeat acrofs the river Chumbul, and waited for a reinforce-
ment in the neighbourhood of Gualior. The new levies being ar-
rived from Deccan at the commencement of the current year, he, at
their head, entered the Doo Ab. The arrival of the Marhatta chief,
while it encouraged the king to hope for relief from his diftreffes,
at the fame time, awakened the fears of the Mogul lords, who
were well aware that their late conduct towards their fovereign
would not be paffed over with impunity. They eonnected them-
felves, therefore, by firmer bonds, and prepared to refift the Mar-
hatta arms.

I{fmaeel Beg ftill lay before Agrah, but from the active vigilance
of Lukwajee, the Marhatta general, he had hitherto made but
{low progrefs in the fiege of that place. During thefe tranfactions,
affairs at court had affumed a different afpeét; Shah-Aulum quitting
Delhi, marched his army into the province of Jynaghur. Pertaub
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Sing, ruler of that country, in omitting to fend to court the aceuf=
tomed tribute, evinced his difaffec¢tion to the royal caufe, and excited
the refentment of the court. Pertaub Sing affembled his army on
the frontiers, and appeared difpofed to refift ; but on the approach
of the king’s troops, he was, through the perfuafion of Rajah
Himmut Behadur, induced to offer terms of fubmiflion. The latter
chief, who had great influence with the king, had the addrefs to
oppofe his anger, and by promifing, on the part of Pertaub Sing,
a confiderable fum in ready money, and a future increafe of the tri-
bute, he prevailed on his majefty to pardon his difaffe@ion. As
the king’s neceflities were then very great, thefe conceflions were ac-
cepted without difficulty, and, to complete the reconciliation, the
Jynaghur prince was introduced into the royal camp, cloathed in a
{plendid khillut, and, afterwards, in an honourable manner, dif-
mifled to his own capital.

Thefe matters being arranged, Shah-Aulum proceeded on his
route, and*on his march continued to receive the fubmiflion of va-
rious inferior Zemindars, who, from their remote fituation, had
beens€nabled to withhold payment of the revenues, and, for a feries
of years, to bid defiance to the court with impunity. One difcon-
tented chief alone {till withheld his allegiance ; Nujuff Cooli Khan,
who, it may be remembered, took an active part dur}ng the admi-
niftration of the late Afrafiab Khan, was at this time in poffeffion
of the ftrong fort of Gocul Ghur. 'When fummoned to furrender
himfelf to Shah-Aulum, he peremptorily refufed fubmiflion, and
prepared himfelf for a vigorous refiftance. Prior to the commence-
ment of hoftilities, an effort was made through the influence of the
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Nagzir to effe@ an amicable accommodation ; by his advice, Nujuff
Cooli Khan offered, if his majefty would condefcend to confer upon
him the vacant office of Ameer Al Omrah, to which, from his
birth and connections, he deemed himfelf entitled, he would with
all humility, not only immediately deliver up the fort of Gocul
Ghur, but, moreover, forward to court a Paifhcuth of fix lacks
of rupees ; he concluded his propofal by obferving, that fuch a
mark of the royal favour was the only means of preferving him from
the refentment of his numerous and inveterate enemies who were
bent on his total overthrow. Thefe propofals were laid before a
council affembled at that time, and the king, from a defire of pre-
ferving peace, would have acceded to the terms preferibed, but fome
Ieading men in the council inclined his majefty to other meafures ;
they reprefented Nujuff Cooli Khan as a man void of honour or
principle, whofe prefent propofals were only a cover to defigns of
a more ambitious nature, and dictated by the moft infidious policy,
that, when once firmly eftablifhed in the high ofiice of Ameer
Al Omyrah, and beyond the power of controul, he would then treat
his fovereign with his accuftomed infulence and difrefpeét ; they
therefore urged his fpeedy chaftifement.  Swayed by thefe councils,
the king, having firft difmifled the meffenger of Nujuff Cooli Khan,
commanded an immediate inveftiture of the fort. ‘The royal army
at this time was compofed of feveral battalions of Nejeebs, the body
“guard, called the red battalion; a very confiderable body of Mogul
horfz; and three difciplined battalions of Sepoys, which had be-
longed to the Jate Somroo, and were then commanded by his Begum
in perfon, and furnifhed with a refpectable artillery, ferved by Eu-
yopean cannoneers, The head-quarters of Nujuff Cooli Khan were
1
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at a village about one mile diftant from the fort. The remainder
of his force, under the command of Munfoor Khan, were fta< °
tioned in Gocul Ghur. The rebel entrenchments being ftrongly for-
tificd, his majefty dire@ed Rajah Himmut Behadur and Shah Meer
Khan, with a chofen detachment, to erect batteries againft the village,
and with the remainder of his army, he, in perfon, invefted the
fort of Gocul Ghur, 'The batteries of Himmut Behadur foon com-
menced a vigorous fire upon Nujuff Cooli Khan’s intrenched poft,
but at the moment of making an evident impreffion, an unfortunate
accident occurred, which not only changed the face of affairs, but
brought the king’s perfon into the moft imminent peril.

The officers who ferved in the camp of Himmut Behadur, dif-
gufted at their abfence from their comrades in the grand army, and®
harraffed by inceffent duty in the trenches, forgot the danger of
their fituation, and abandoned themfelves to the moft licentious ex-
cefs; nor could all the admonition or threats of their commander
prevail on them to defift; they paffed the whole night in riot and
debauchery, and the foldiers availing themfelves of the pericious -
example, indulged themfelves in fimilar excefs. Nujuff Cooli
Khan, who was equally brave as vigilant, informed by his {pies
of what was tranfacting, refolved to profit by the enemy’s neglect
and folly ; baving felected a ftrong detachment of cavalry, he put
himfelf at their head, and, marching in filence out of his entrench-
ment, he fell with great violence upon the. royal troops as' they lay
buried in {leep, and under the influence of their late debauch. A -
dreadful and indifcriminate {laughter now took place, the lines were !
inftantly carried, and a very large booty acquired by the foldiers of
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Nujuff Cooli Khan, The terror excited by this extraordinary attack
- was fo great, that the news being communicated to the main body
of the king’s army, they were thrown into diforder, and began to
prepare for flight; nor did the mifchief end there, for, to increafe
the difmay, juft at the moment the lines were carried, Munfoor
Khan, who commanded in Gocul Ghur, by a preconcerted agree-
ment with Nujuff Cooli Khan, iffued out of the town with a firong
detachment, and four piecces of cannon. Having, by a circuitous
route, reached the rear of the royal army, he commenced a very
heavy fire from his artillery ; the confufion in camp now increafed
tenfold ; every thing was uproar, diforder, and difmay. The
king himfelf was, by this manceuvre, expofed to the greateft perfo-
nal danger, and the royal tents being within range of the fhot, many:
perfons about his majefty were killed and wounded. In this dif-
tracted, ftate the king was advifed to remove with the royal family,
(there being at this time fix princes in the camp) to the Herawul,
or advanced guard of the army, which was without the range of
the enemy’s cannon. To that fpot, on the firft alarm, Shah Meer
Khan had repaired, and was endeavouring by his prefence and ex-
ample to animate and rally the flying troops. The king’s tents
were accordingly ftruck, and Shah-Aulum, accompanied by his fa-
mily, pro¢eeded to the advanced guard. But the misfortune was
now happily remedied by the magnanimity and gallantry of Begum
Somroo. That fpirited woman was encamped to the right of the
line; her force remained entire, unaffected by the general panic,
and. ftood ready in dreffed ranks. On perceiving the extreme con-
fufion that reigned throughout the line, fhe bravely refolved, by a.
perfonal cffort, to prevent the king’s difgrace; fhe fent a refpe@full
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meflage to his majefty, defiring him to repair to her quarters, and
affured him of her determined refolution to punifh the rebel, or pe-
rith in the attempt. At the fame time, fhe, on the field, wrote a
thort note, which fhe difpatched to Nujuff Cooli Khan, upbraiding
him with his ingratitude towards the king, and threatening him
with immediate and exemplary chaftifement. 'The gallant lady * then
getting, into her palanquin, placed herfelf at the head of 100 of her
own fepoys, accompanied by a fix pounder, commanded by an Eu-
ropean ofticer.  With this detachment fhe proceeded to the fpot oc-
cupied by Munfoor Khan, and advancing upon the rebel with much
{pirit, fhe commanded her palanquin to be fet down, and ordered
her artillery to charge with grape fhot; a well-directed fire from the
gun, affifted by vollies of fmall arms from the fepoys, foon had
the defired effe@. Munfoor Khan, aftonifhed at this fudden and
unexpected check, began to give ground, and having loft numbers
of his men, he retreated with precipitation under the walls of the
fort. 'The king’s troops having now time to breathe, were rallied,
under the dire¢tion of Himmut Behadur and Shah Meer Khan;
moft of them having rejoined their ftandards, attacked the enemy.
in their turn with great {pirit, when after a fhort, but defperate,
confli¢, Nujuff Cooli Khan was compelled to retire, but not before
the gallant Shah Meer Khan had fallen, pierced by a mufket ball.
His lofs was fincerely and defervedly regretted by the king and the
whole army. Order being once more reftored, the king direéted his
tents to be pitched, which done, he bethought of beftowing a fuitable
reward to the gallant female who had preferved him from imminent

* MS. narrative of Syud Rezai Khani, * * o
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deftruction. Haying feat for her to the Durbar, in the warmeft
terms he praifed her gallantry, and thanked her for the fervice fhe
had that day rendered him; he cloathed her in a magnificent veft,
and, inaddition to her former titles, honoured her with the appellation
of * his moft beloved daughter.” It was, indeed, by all acknow-
- ledged, that the intrepidity manifefted by the Begum on fo trying
an occafion, merited the moft honourable reward; to her courage
and refolution was owing, not only the fafety of the army, but her

fovereign’s life.

Nujuff Cooli Khan, difpirited by his late defeat, now condefcen-
ded to talk in a more bumble ftrain, and being well acquainted with
the influence of Begum Somroo at court, he endeavoured to avail
himfelf of her good offices to plead his pardon with the king ; he
declared his fincere contrition for his late intemperate conduct, and
offered, as an atonement, a larger fum of money than what he had
before promifed, with profeflions of fidelity in future. The king,
defiraus of repofe from the fatigues of the ficld, was not unwilling
to liften to thefe folicitations, and in a few days a pardon was made
out for the rebel chief, and he was received at coust. The money
agreed on having been paid into the royal treafury, his majefty re-
turped with the army to Delhi.

Wc muit now return to Ifinaecl Beg, who was ftill employed on

¢

the, fiege of Agrah when he received the alarming intelligence of
the approach of the Marhattas.

 Sindiah, who.as: before obferved, had re-entered the Doo Ab,
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having, in the courfe of his route, recovered feveral fortrefles under
the Mogul chiefs, and reduced them to obedience, refolved to hazard
a general action for the recovery of his authority. For this purpofe,
he firft fent forward his favourite general, Ranah Khan, with 6000
fclect cavalry, and brought,up the remainder of his army in perfon;
They advanced by eafy marches towards the city of Agrah. If-
macel Beg, previous to their arrival, had firengthened himf{elf by
engagements with Gholaum Caudir Khan, and if both parties had
abided by the compact, it is probable their united force would have
defeated the Marhatta army, and deftroyed the hopes of Sindiah ;
but unfortunately for Ifmaeel Beg, his verfatile affociate, at this im-
portant crifis, deferted him, and, actuated either by caprice or
treacherous defign, marched away with his whole force, juft as the
Marhatta army appeared in fight. Thus abandoned, Ifmaeel Beg
did not yield to the dictates of defpondency or pufillanimous fear,
but refolving, by his own activity and courage to counterbalance the
defetion of his unworthy colleague; he prepared him{elf for battle
on the 22d of Auguft, in the current year, under the walls of
Agrah; a defperate action enfued, and {o well was the palm of vic-
tory contefted, that both parties fuftained a very heavy lofs, but for-
tune inclining to the Marhattas, I{maeel Beg was compelled to quit
the field, and almoft alone to crofs the river Jumna ; he fled to the
frontiers of the vizir’s territory ;—the whole of the camp equipage,.
treafure, and artillery, fell into the hands of the conquerors; and
Ranah Khan, on the enfuing moming, made a triumphant entry

into Agrah; which furzendered, after fuflaining a fiege of upwards.

of a year. B2 g . TR T
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#' 'This victory, the moft complete that had been gained by the con-
“tending parties for many years, enfured the afcendancy of the Mar-
hatta authority ; and had Ranah Khan availed himfelf of the general
panic which it excited, he might have taken immediate poffeffion
of Delhi. That flep would have entirely defeated the ambitious
intrigues of ‘the Mogul nobility, and prevented the degradation and
difgrace of the unfortunate Shah-Aulum. But previous to entering
into this melancholy detail, it will be neceffary to recur to the fi-
tuation of the fugitive chief, Ifmaeel Beg, and of Gholaum Caudir

Khan.

Scarcely had the latter chief quitted his affociate, when he repen-
‘ted of his perfidy, and would have returned to his affiftance, but it
“was too late; he learnt the news of his total defeat by Ranah Khan,
and ﬁnding his force infufficient to make head againft the Marhattas,
he deemed it for the prefent more prudent to decline a conteft.—

Quitting the neighbdurhood of Agrah, he fuddenly appeared before
the fort of Ali Ghur, a place then garrifoned by Sindiah’s troops ;—
by a vigorous affault he carried the fort, and obtained a confiderable
booty ; after leaving a body of his own men in the place, he took

the road to Delhi.

"It was at this period Gholaum Caudir firft formed his refolution
'*'"lf&"ﬁrike a decifive blow; he faw the fupinencfs of the Marhatta
~army, and the defencelefs flatc of the capital, and being totally
void of principle, and heedlefs of confequences, he formed and ex-
“ecuted the bold defign of plundering the imperial palace, and de-
ﬂuq:inéf'his'?fqvcfj'cign. In order to facilitate the accomplifhment
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of his plan, he previoufly fent letters to his former colleague, If-
maeel Beg, in which, after many apologies for his late behaviour
towards that chief, he faithfully promifed for the future to fhare
his fortunes. To excite his compliance, he laid open the propofed
method of accomplithing this daring enterprize, and tempted:his
avaricious fpirit with the hopes of rioting in the hidden wealth and
treafures which were faid to be depofited within the royal palace.
To thefe propofals, however nefarious, Ifmacel Beg, though at the
expence of his honour, ferupled not to yield a ready affent. He
accordingly quitted the place of his retirement, and fhortly after
arrived in the camp of Gholaum Caudir. He was received with
every mark of cordiality and refpect, and the two chiefs, after
making a fuitable arrangement of their force, commenced their

march towards the capital.

A Marhatta garrifon, under the command of Himmut Behadur,
ftill occupied the fort and city of Delhi. Budel Beg Khan, Sole-
maun Beg, and other lords, were alfo at this time about the king.
The confpirators, on their arrival at the eaftern bank of the river
Jumna, oppofite to the palace, difpatched a meffenger to court, de-
manding, in infolent and threatening terms, an immediate admif-
fion to the royal prefence. Shah-Aulum, who was well acquainted.
with the perfidious difpofitions of thefe chiefs, refolutely refufed them:
entrance, and relying on the fidelity and attichment of his’ nobles,
hoped, by their exertions, to defeat the traitors’ machinations.—
But, alas, how miferably was the unfortunate prince deceived |
Thofe very men, inftigated by the detefted peolicy of the Nazir,’
entered clofely into the views of the rebel chiefs, and, forgetful of
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the confidence and beneficent attention of their king, during a feries
of .thirty years, they hefitated not to abandon him in the hour of
his diftrefs. To this defection was added, likewife, that of Rajah
Himmut Behadur, who, by a difgraceful and precipitate. retreat
from his poft, fullied his reputation as a foldier, and his loyalty as
a {ubject.

Shah-Aulum was thus left in a defencelefs ftate; and every ob-
ftacle being removed, Gholaum Cadir Khan and his wicked. aflociate.
proceeded to the perpetration of their atrocious defign. Two thou-
fand Rohillas accompanied the traitors : on their arrival at the palace,
they were met by the Nazir, who introduced them into the king’s
prefence.  Gholaum Caudir and I{macel Beg, placing themfclyves on
each fide the throne, performed the cuftomary reverence.  Gholaum
Caudir then reprefented to his majefty, that, forced by the machina-
tions of his enemies, who had {landered his reputation by calumnious
charges, he had come to vindicate himfelf in the prefence.

Shah-Aulum, in reply, declared himfelf fatisfied with the con-
duét of Gholaum Cadir in every point of view ; and in teftimony
of his efteem, embraced the traitor, It was then hinted to the
king, that the hour for his ufual repaft being arrived, it would be
proper for his majefty to retire into the Haram. On his majefly’s
deﬁftm’c, the chiefs, who remained in the audience chamber, en-
w into clofe debate on tha\cptecutwn of their plot. Agreeably to
the advice of MWW of the houfchold, Seetul Dofs,
was;dueﬁdatp regaig m:ﬁlg,hngﬂand acquaint him of the neceflity
exift jjﬁ%&@%aﬁ %;oyal family being immediately
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appointed to attend the army in a progrefs through the provinces ;
that Gholaum Caudir would charge him{elf with the conduct of the
war againft the Marhattas; and that, as a pledge for his own honour
and fafety, the command of the citadel and garrifon fhould be im-
mediately delivered up to fuch perfons as he might choofe to nomi-
nate. In order, however, to quiet the king’s apprehenfions, and
evince the fincerity of his own intentions, the crafty Rohilla with
his own hand framed a treaty, in which, as a return for the confi-
dence that was repofed in him, the traitor folemnly {wore to defend

the perfon and interefts of the king againft all oppofition.

The treaty being properly figned, Seetul Dofs carried it to the
outward inclofure of the Haram, where it was delivered to an atten-
dant, who conveyed it to his majefty. The king having perufed it,
the treafurer was called in. ‘That nobleman, faithful to his king,
frankly told him that no reliance could be placed on the notorious
perfidy of the Rohilla chief. He mentioned the cabals of the rebels
in_terms forrowful and indignant ; and, as a teftimony of his own
loyaity, he offered to return and put Gholaum Cadir Khan to inftant
death. To induce a compliance with his requeft, the treafurer
urged. that there was ftill a fufficient force within the palace to fup-
port the act, and expel the traitor’s troops. But the king, by
fome unaccountable infatuation, refufed his fanction to the deed,
though it was the only probable means of extricating himfelf from
his perilous fituation. He rejected the propofal, and dire@ed the
treafurer to retum to the rebels, and acquaint them with his acqui-"
efcence to the terms of the treaty. { GR NRR W
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_..-Meanwhile great numbers of the Rohillas who had entered the
~ .palace, penctrated in a tumultuous and diforderly manner into every

part; nor was any - {leps taken by their chiefs to repel the outrages
they .committed. ~ Shah-Aulum, informed of the circumftance,
came forth from the Haram, and going to the audience chamber,
requefted of Gholaum Cadir that he would, after placing the proper
centinels within the fort, order the remainder pf his troops to' with-
draw. - The traitor profeffed obedience; but had no fooner reached
the outer gate of the fort, than, inftead of making the propofed
arrangement, he gave the fignal for the remainder of his guards to
enter, which they inftantly did; and in a few moments, the fort
;md palace, as well as the adjoining fort of Selim Ghur, weregin
poffeflion of the rebels.

The king’s guards were now difarmed, and their officers put into
clofe confinement. ‘This additional infult being reported to the
king, he direéted an attendant to go to Ghelaum Cadir, and in
ftrong terms to remonfirate and reproach him for his conduct.—
““ The ink*,” faid the unhappy monarch, ¢ with which the folemn
¢ treaty was written is fcarce yet dry, when he breaks his faith.”
Thg remonftrance proved of no avail; for the rebel having confined
every perfon who might be able to aflift the king, procceded to the
pc,rpctratlon of additional indignities. Entering armed into the au-
dlﬁilt‘c chamber, he infolently demanded aflignments for the payment
of l;us troops, who were then clamorous for their arrears. The
king in vain pleaded his total inability to afford any relief;, but told
the rebel to fcwe upon whatever he thought proper within the pre~

i e # MS. narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan.
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cindts of the palace, After much altercation, and a difgraceful
fcene, the unfortunate Shah-Aulum was permitted to return to_his
Haram, to ruminate on his miferable and degraded ftate,

> N

The plan now approached its termination. Early en t~hc enfuing
morning, the rebels in concert, at the head of a nummc;‘;ls,,I;m;_:g;_‘L,E;_ﬁit
followers, well armed, entered the audience chamber where Shah-,
Aulum was fitting. Completely furrounding the throne, they flerly
commanded the princes of the royal family who  were _prchx;_;‘_tw.;g
retive within - the Haram,.—They obeyed.—~ Gholaum -Caudir then
difpatched a meffenger to the fort of Selim Ghur, which is conti-
guous to the palace, to bring forth Beqi_agéhg,h,-ﬁfqn_gf the late
emperor Ahumud Shah. The traitor then.approached the. throne,
and took up the fhicld and. feymetar,; which, as. cnxblcms__gf oy~
alty, were placed on a cufhion before the king : thefc he configned
to the hands of an attendant, and turning towards Shah-Aulym,
fternly commanded him to defcend ; “ Better, faid the aged mo-
narch, far better will it be for Gholaum Caudir to plunge his.dagger
in_ my bofom, than load me with fuch indignity ;” the Rohilla,
frowning, put his band to his {word, butthe Nazir at the inftant,
flepping up, prevented him from drawing it. With unblufhing
effrontery ‘he then turned towards his fovereign, and audaciqufly
told him, that refiftance being vain, he would do well to comply
with thg'tfaitor’s demand. ~Abandoned by all, the king ;%4(}&:
from his feat and retired to the Haram, and a fe ew minutes after
Beedar Shah madg his appearance ;—he was faluted by, the rc rebels as

emperor of Hindoftaun, under d‘gt; title ;?f M i‘@g&
cuftomary Nazirs hawmg_be,g R;den%mw &w



A.p, 1788 SHAH-AULUM. 17y

to the citizens of Delhi by the found of trumpets and the acclama-
tions of the populace, .

In return for thefe important fervices, the new king delivered to
Gholaum Caudir an order upon the revenues for thirty-fix lacks of
rupees, a grant in appearance confiderable, but, in fa&, of no real
value, as the diftralted ftate of the country, occafioned by the late
difturbances, had totally dried up every fource of revenue or emo-
lument, and the ufurper, though declared fole manager of affairs,
could hope to procure wealth only by extortion. The family of
the dethroned king were now directed to retire within the fort of
Selim Ghur, and thofe of Jehaun Shah to occupy their apartments
in the palace. Jechaun Shah, however, too foon found himfelf an
idle pageant in the hands of his pretended friends. On applying
to Gholaum Caudir to accompany him on a vifit to the great cathe-
dral, to receive the royal inveftiture with the accuftomed folemnity
in the eyes of the people, the tyrant anfwered, that the time proper
for fuch ceremony was not yet come, and that bufinefs of greater
moment firft demanded his attention; in the mean time great diftrefs
prevailed within the walls of ‘the Haram, and the cries of females
were heard aloud.

ﬁé next flep taken by the rebellious chiefs, was to fend a party

of foldiers to the palace of the two aged princefies, Maleka Zimani,

and ‘Sahlbn Mahdl. Thefe ladics were the widows of the deceafed

emp'eror Mahmud Shah, and had, for more than twenty years, lived

in a manner entirely fecluded from the world. As they were known,

not only to be very rich, but to poffefs confiderable influence over
A A A
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the royal family, they were now ordered to court, and, on theirar-
rival, direted to vifit the Haram, and perfuade the females there
confined, quietly to deliver up their jewels and valuable effeéts.
'T'he office was invidious.

Some perfons in Delhi have not ferupled to affirm, that the prin-
ceflfes refufed compliance with the order, and pleaded their advanced
age and high rank as reafons for declining the office; but, on the
other hand, they are accufed of having encouraged the ufurper,
and to have endeavoured, by intrigue, to form a fecret treaty to raife
to the throne a relation of their own. Certain it is they vifited the
Haram, but without the fuccefs expected, and on their return, de-
clined farther interference ; this condué@ contributed only to exaf-
perate the tyrant. ‘With inhuman rapacity he caufed thofe venerable
ladies to be robbed of all their property, which the benevolence of
their emperor, in more profperous days, had beftowed upon them,
and they were afterwards commanded to retire to their own habita-
tion.

The thirty-fix lacks of rupees, as before ftated, not coming into
the treafury, Gholaum Caudir infolently threatened the new king
with his fevere difpleafure, and added; in terms farca‘.ﬁicaﬂy?pgig.:
nant, that as he had elevated him to his prefent dignity, he could,
with equal facility, deprive him of it. = Perceiving the tyrant’s
drift, Jehaun Shah retired into the Haram, and having, ‘partly by
menaces and alternate foothings, conftrained the unhappy women to
~ deliver up their jewels and ornaments, and other valuables, he fent
them in trays to Gholaum Caudir, * The royal family were, by
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this means, reduced to great diftre(s; the ecries within the' Haram
became much louder, and their fufferings more acute; and with
forrow we relate, that to-fo high a pitch was it carried, that fome
of the inferior order of females actually perifhed for want, or urged
by .the ‘bitternefs of defpair, raifed their hands againft their own
lives. Infenfible to the general diftrefs, and unfatiated with plunder,
Gholaum Caudir Khan finding he had nothing more to expeét from
the new king, proceeded to the laft aét of wanton cruelty.  He fent
for the dethroned king and all the princes of the royal family ta
the audience chamber ; on their arrival, he {ternly commanded Shah-
Aulum to difcover his;concealed treafures; in vain did the king plead
his degraded ftate, and the confequent inability to conceal even the
{mallcft article. Inflamed by a continual debauch, which had thrown

him- into a paroxy{m of rage, the tyrant threatened his fovereign
‘ with inftant lofs of fight ; What! exclaimed the fuffering prince,
{we quote the literal expreflions of a native author*) ‘‘ What! will
you.deftroy thofe eyes, which for a period of fixty years have been
afliduoufly employed in perufing the facred Koran

- Regardlefs of the pathetic appeal, the Rohilla, with characteriftic
inhumanity, commanded his attendants to fcize the King. ~Having
thrown him on the floor, the ferocious ruffian implanting himfelf
on: his bofom, transfixed with a poignard the cyes of his vencrable
 {overcign! on the completion of this horrid deed, Gholaum Caudir
~ ardered the wkmgitmbc removed to a diftant apartment. The mife-
rable Ww pdle ‘and bleeding, was conducted to his retreat ; ;
lehv -G R T T '
*ua mur w2 wd Syud Rezzi Khan. -
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there, in all the bitternefs of anguifh, to contemplate on_his now
ruined fortunes. Emphatic, indeed, were the expreflions, of the
{ame native author in relating the fallen condition of his fevereign ;
¢ This wretch;” (exclaims the indignant hiftorian) *¢ this accusfed
wretch, has, inone fatal moment, darkened the bright ftar of the
auguft Timoorian family, and buried in the whirlpool of deftruction
the ftately veffel of imperial authority!” The king, however
cvinced, under fuch accumulated misfortunes, a firmnefs of mind,
and refignation highly honourable in his chara@er; and it may not
be unworthy to remark, that the natives of Afia in general, probas
bly from the principles of predeftination which they imbibe from
their youth, are obferved to fuftain themfelves under misfortune, in
a manner worthy of imitation by the European chriftian.

Shah-Aulum furviving the lofs of his fight during his confine-
ment, folaced himfelf in contemplative reveries, and: in compofing,
elegiac verfes, defcriptive of his deplorable ftate*. = .

~ But from ;fuch'-hwt—rending {cenes, lct us haften to relate the
remaining actions of this execrable monfter.: His next victim was:
the infamous Nazir. This man, through whofe difloyalty ‘and:
ingratitude Gholaum Caudir had been enabled to. pupm;tatilb
atrocities, now moft defervedly experienced the effects of his per-
fidious conduct. He was dire¢ted by the tyrant to.give in.an in-
ventory of his property: and effects, and on refufing to.comply, he,
was feized and put into, clpfc cnaﬁnemcatpwhmlhmm wealth.
{3 Vo Sy il soanle el g 4nes toysdo
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was forcibly taken from him, thus exhibiting to 'the world an ex-
omPiary inftance of retributive juftice for his demerits."

- gitn: o :

15As Ghelaum Caudir’s wealth accumulated, “his avarice rofe to a
proportionate degree ; and blind to the imfnoli'cy' of fuch a ftep, he
refufed to make an equal divifion of the fpoil Wwith his guilty affo-
ciate.  Ifmaeel Beg, incenfed at this treatment, 'refolved to abandon
him. " He accordingly withdrew his guards from the palace, and
retired to his own houfe. From thence he difpatched letters to the
Marhatta general, acknowledging his errors, and offering to atone
for them by profeflions of future obedience and fidelity, and de-
claring his readinefs to join the Marhattas in any meafures toward
the tyrant’s expulfion.’

"The fupinenefs of the Marhatta government during the Tate dif=
graceful tranfaétions, has been defervedly reprobated, and is difficult
to be accounted for on any principle of policy or advantage to the
ftate. Indeed, the unhappy monarch, from a ftrange combination of
circumflances, ‘feems to have been forfaken by all his friends when
hie moft needed their afliftance ; and it is much to be regretted that
the ftate of Britifh politics at that time did not admit of interferenice
on the part of his old and, till now, fmthful allies.

MYJ'" * :.;., -":-.?- . !13 o] \','a.

ﬁmdulh when' informed of the late' tragical events, ordered his
genqai,;%ma’h Khan, to march forthwith to Delhi, expel the traitor,
aﬁdfﬁMMﬁmﬁiﬁMﬁ?édﬂﬁnmmt. Thefe orders were
ebeyed with a willing alacrity on the part of Ranah Khan ; and he
exerted himfelf with fo' much’ diligence, that'the van of the Ma-

2
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thatta army was in fight ‘of the capital, when Gholaum' Caudir
Khan, awakened from his dream of riot and intemperance, re:
ceived the firft tidings of the enemy’s approach. Finding his fitua-
tion in the imperial palace to be untenable, he prepared for flight ;
but previous to his departure, he colle¢ted the plunder, and taking
the new king along with him, with all the princes of the royal
family, together with the infamous Nazir, he quitted the fort by a
private paffage, and croffing the river Jumna, effected his retreat to
Meerut, a town in the centre of the Doo Ab, and diftant about fixty
miles from Delhi.

On the flight of Gholaum Caudir, the Marhatta general ad*
vanced, and took poffeflion of the city and palace.: His firft care
was te releafe the dethroned king, caufe him to be proclaimed: iw
Delhi, and fumifth him with every thing neceffary for his conve=
nience or comfort. Ranah Khan having then placed a ftrong gars
rifon in the citadel, immediately fet out in purfuit of the rebel
chief. Previous, however, to that ftep, he, by order of Sindiah,
aflorded Ifmacel Beg a liberal fupply of money for the payment of
his difcontented foldiers ; and directed that chief to proceed to the
“diftriéts of Rewari and Gocul Ghur, whence he was ‘commanded
to expel Nujuff Cooli Khan, who had beheld with indifference the

late enormities at Delbi. it G eah oesdhCinadilios .

B I Au S

‘Thefe arrangements being ﬁmﬂmd Rmah Khau w@ﬁbd the
Jumna, On his fecond day’s march; he was joined by a Marhatta
chief, named Ali Behadur, who had for fome time paft been em-

Ao P et e aivpg Fy ™ -
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ployed  in. Bundelcund *, and now brought with him a body of
4000 horfe in fupport of the general caufe. The united force then
proceeded ' to Meerut, which was garrifoned by a ftrong force of
Rohillas, who ftill adhered to the tyrant’s caufe. Ranah Khan, not
having any heavy artillery, was prevented from forming a regular
fiege ; he therefore drew a line of circumvalation around, and
blockaded the fort. ‘This mode would, he apprehended, compel
the garrifon to a furrender, by the fupplies from without being com-
pletely cut oft: nor was he deceived in the expectation ; for a dearth
of provifions enfuing, the Rohillas began to fuftain great incon-
venience. Gholaum Caudir endeavoured, by repeated fallies, to
animate his troops, and repel the befiegers. In every encounter the
intrepid chief exhibited a gallantry and refolution that would have
done honour to a better caufe. But finding all his cfforts fruitlefs,
and the garrifon having now become mutinous, he determined to
attempt an efcape. -

:Attcnded by soo horfe, who were ftill attached to him, he, at
their head, ruthed out of the fort, and charged the enemy fo vi-
goroufly ;. that though every endeavour was exerted to take himn pri-
foner, he made his way through the whole line, and accomplifhed
his efcape. But, at length, his own troops perceiving his forlom
condition, began by degrees to drop off; {o that in'a thort time he
was left quite alone ; and, to complete his mifhap, his horfe, ex-
~ haufted by fatigue, funk under him, and he received in the fall a

mmlﬁan. - This accident compclhd him to take refuge in an
- i Wolls ol ok Se %,
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adjoining village, where, being recognifed by the Zemindar of the
place, he was feized, and put into confinement. Information of
this circumftance having been conveyed to Ali Behadur, that chief
fent a party of horfe, who conducted him into the Marhatta camp.
On the rebel’s flight from Meerut, the garrifon furrendered at dif-
cretion. Their lives were {pared, and the princes of the royal fa-
mily were releafed from their confinement, and under an honourable
efcort conveyed to Delhi. On their arrival, Jehaun Shah, after fuf-
fering feverely for his thort-lived elevation, was remanded back to
his former abode in the fort of Selim Ghur.

On the reduction of Meerut, Ranah Khan led his army to Sehau-
runpore, which place, on hearing the fate of Gholaum Caudir, fub-
mitted to the Marhatta authority, who, from that time, have re-
mained undifturbed mafters of the whole province.

Soon after this event, Ranah Khan with the army returned to
Delhi, where by this time the Maharajah Sindiah was likewife ar-
rived, and had refumed his former authority in the ftate. The
punifhment of the rebel was too remarkable to be pafled over in

filence ; nor did his guilty affociate, the Nazir, efcape the juft ven-
geance of his infulted fovereign.

Gholaum Caudir, on hisarrival in the Marhatta camp, was carried
into the prefence of the gencral ; when, after repeated demands to
difcover the place where he had depofited the plunder of the palace,
on his refufing to comply, bhe was delivered over to a punifhment
terrible indeed.  He was firft placed in an iron cage, conftructed for
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to-hlwoﬁiemmbuﬂy free from this 1mpntauen: for, though he can-
nuh‘f'b\! charged with giving directions to degradc the Begum from -
herdignity, his not taking immediate fteps to make reparation for:
the affront,” muft appear to every unprejudiced mind: highly to his
* diferedit. 'On the other hand, it muft, with equal impartiality, be:

confefled, that the condud: of this lady gave h:a' enemies great -
advantage. = _ 1 i

During the whole of her adminiftration, until the period before
us, fhe, by prudence and a circumf{pect conduct, governed her ter- -
ritory with honour and advantage.  Her mo:ps..mf;k&e_ct-her valour,.
and her ‘officers yiclded a ready obedience to her authority.  An un-
fortunate attachment, however, which the formed for one of thofe:
officers, occafioned her fevere vexation and diftrefs ; apd inconfifs
tently with her ufual prudence, fhe had granted him her hand ins.

" marriage. M. Vaiffaux, a German adventurer, was the perfon fe-
leéted; who, ﬂwggh a man of abﬂ:ues, and who had rendered
effential fervice to the Begum in the management of her artiflery and:
other military concerns, was neverthelefs of a haughty difpofition;.
and ftern manners, which, unfortunately fm- ‘both,. pmwd-.the fource:

of a dlfaﬂmua event. - \
i {f’ W bﬂ Yty enGivyp g o) G e
" The Beguni'was firong : e&vfraq&utcﬁep-ﬁy her friends,

,“-@gmggma; in dhis ill-fated marriage,
lick the t Mnﬁllmf‘hnwlhnntynap:eq
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men and 130 picces of artillery, commanded by European officers
of different nations, and directed by the enterprizing fpirit and un-
remitted perfeverance of the general who raifed them. Their fuc-
cefs on a varicty of the moft trying occafions proved equal to their
expectations, and Sindiah confefled his obligations to Mr. Duboigne,
by repofing in him a confidence almoft unlimited, and by the ceflion
of fifty-two diftricts in the Doo Ab, to be appropriated exprefsly
as Jaiedad, for the maintenance of the troops he had raifed. Aided
by his exertions, he, in the period we have mentioned, not only
recovered his former poffeflions, but in the end extended his influ-
ence to the Punjab frontier ; by a rapid fucceflion of victories, he
defeated the Nuwaub Ifmaeel Beg, Gholaum Caudir Khan, the
countries of Oudepore and Joudpore, and Jynaghur; and though he
could not abfolutely wreft thefe dominions from the laft-mentioned

prince, he compelled him to the payment of an annual tribute,

Towards the middle of 1793, his affairs calling him to the weft
of India, he left Gopaul Row, his licutenant-general, to manage
his affairs in the north, and General Duboigne in the center of
his newly-acquired pofleflions. His power may, at this period, be
faid to have reached its meridian fplendour; his arms again ac-
quired an afcendancy over his contemporaries, and he found himfelf
the leader and preponderating chief of the whole Marhatta empire—
from the confines of Lahore, to the fea of Cambay; he poffefled
an authority almoit unlimited ; while the firmnefs, energy, and ac-
tivity, which marked the features of his adminiftration, at the fame

- C.Q



1194 HISTORY OF [A.D. 1794.
time fhed a bright luftre on his character, in the minds of the princes

of Hindoftaun.

At the clofe of 1793, Sindiah prepared for his return to the
northward, with an intention, as it was fuppofed, of pufhing his
arms againft the Sieks ; all looked forward to the future motions of
this enterprizing chief in a ftate of anxious fufpenfe ; but while the
different powers were either alarmed by the fear, or excited by the
hope, of his appearance amongft them, he was fuddenly feized with
a diftemper, which termined his exiftence at the age of 67.

His chara@er has been alrcady delineated by the record of his ac-
tions in the preceding pages; in conclufion it may be remarked,
that from the inceflant perfeverance with which he laboured to bring
to maturity fchemes once formed for his own aggrandizement ; had
his life been extended, he would, in all probability, have become
a formidable antagonift to the interefts of Great Britain; whofe ru-
lers were not unacquainted with his acive {pirit or infatiable ambi-
tion. He was fucceeded in his paternal dominions by his nephew,
Dowlat Row, who has not as yet attained any. pre-eminence among
the prir;cés in the Marhatta ftates.

The few remaining years of .the reign of, Shah-Aulum can afford
little on which to expatiate; or digrefs. Reduced to dependence on
a foreign power for the fupport-of himfelf and :a numerous family,
the duration of his life cannot materially alter his fituation ; the fate
of his family, and eventual fucceffor, 'muft remain' to. be recorded
at a future period, but 47s reign may be more properly faid to clofe

1
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“when he fuftained the fatal calamity before mentioned. Shah-
Aulum, nominal Emperor of Hindoftaun, is in his 7sth year.
His ftature tall and commanding, his afpect dignified and majeftic.
The ravages of time are difcernible on his face, and the recollection
of his misfortunes have imprefled his features with melancholy.
His early youth was paffed in {pirited, though ineffectual, ftruggles,
to reftore the diminifhed luftre of imperial authority, and his con-
duct, whilft contending againft the ufurped power of Gazooddeen
Khan, deferves great praife. But in the greater part of his life,
little can be found deferving the applaufe of pofterity. Irrefolute
and indecifive in his meafures, he too frequently rendered ufelefs
the plans formed by his friends for the recovery of his authority,
while his exceffive love of pleafure, and infatuated attachment to
. unworthy favorites, contributed to degrade him in the eyes of his
neighbours and allies, and render the fmall remains of his dominion
contemptible. All his minifters, with the exception of Nujuff
Khan, were prodigal and rapacious in the extreme ; they perceived
the king’s weaknefs, and, by flattering his vanity and fupplying
his extravagance, enfured to themfelves an uncontroled authority
in the ftate, while they abufed the generofity of their fovereign,
by committing every fpecies of enormity and oppreffive violence.

Shah-Aulum had improved a very good education by ftudy and
refic@ion ; he was a complete mafter of the languages of the eaft,
and asa writer, attained an eminence feldom acquired by perfons in
his high ftation.  His correfpondence with the different princes of
the country, during a very long and chequered reign, exhibits proofs
* of a mind highly cultivated ; and if we may judge by an clegiac
ccC 2
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effay, compofed after the cruel lofs of his fight, he appears to have
great merit in pathetic compofition. In the internal economy of his
houfehold, he is univerfally allowed to be an affectionate ;parent, a
kind mafter, and a generous patron. His trials have been many,
and it is carneftly to be hoped the evening of his life may be paffed
in a peaccful tranquillity ; upon a review of his life and actions,
it may, without injuftice, be pronounced, that though Shah-Aulum
pofleffed not a capacity fufficiently vigorous to renovate the fprings
of a relaxed government, or emulate his illuftrious anceftors, he,
notwithftanding, had many virtues commendable in a private fta-
tion ; but he unfortunately reigned at a time when the royal autho-
rity was in its moft degraded ftate, and when great and fhining ta-
lents were neceffary to render permanent his power, and curb the
licentious effufions of rebellious and difobedient fubjeGts. The
Sun of Timoor, as a refpectable hiftorian* has juftly obferved, is
moft probably fet for ever; and if a continuation of the metaphor
be allowable, it may be added, that the decline and utter extinétion
of that auguft family was referved to the days of the unfortunate
Shah-Aulum. ' '

* Captain Jonathan Scott, from whofe hiftory of Deccan the author is happy ta
acknowledge he has received confiderable advantage, in elucidating the intricacies of
dates under which oriental writers fo conftantly labour,



Lift of Authorities quoted for the prefent I ork.

1. SHAH-AULUM Nameb, or a Hiffory of the Reign of the
Emperor Shab-Aulum, written in the Perfian Language by Gholaum
Ali Khan, a Mogul, formerly in the Service of Prince Mirza jJuwaun
Bukbt Febaundar Shab, and now Refident at Lucknow.

2. MS. of Syud Rezzi Khan, containing the Tranfaélions of the
laft nine Years of the Reign of Shab-Aulum.

3. MS. of Munnoo Loll, a Hindoo, containing the thirteen jfirft
Years of the Reign of Shab-Aulum.

4. Oufafi Afof: a Genealogical Account of the reigning Fgr of
Oude—Author unknown.

5. Hudeeka Al Akauleem: a Geographical Account of the different
Provinces of Hindoftaun, written in the Perfian Language.

6. Captain Salkeld’s MS. Operations of Sindiab and Mabomed Beg
Khan Hamdani, written in the Perfian Language.
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APPENDIX, I

Account of Modern DELHI *.

TI—[E province of Delhi, agreeably to the defcription cf native
geographers, is bounded on the eaft by Agrah, on the weft by La-
hore, fouth by Agimere, and north by the Kummow Hills. Its
length, from the town of Pulwul, near Agrah, to the river Sutluz,
is 160 cofes; and its breadth, from the town of Rewari to the
Kummow Hills, is 140 cofes. It is divided into eight Circars, or
- principal diftri&s, namely, Shahjehanabad, (modern Delhi), Ser-
hind, Hiffar Feiroozeh, Sehaurunpore, Sumbul, Bedacon, Nar-
noul. Thefe are again fubdivided into 289 inferior diftricts, yield-
ing, according to the imperial regifter, a revenue of feventy-four
crore fixty-three lacks of Daums+, or one million eight hundred
"“and fifty thoufand pounds fterling.

Jn the year of the Hijerah 1041, (a. . 1631-2), the Emperor
Shah Jehan founded the prefent city and palace of Shahjehanabad,
which he made his capital during the remainder of his reign. The
|"1 ’ 'I ‘_\_". A ' A

* The following account of the prefent flate of Delhi is extracled from a journal
of obferyations made during an official tour through the Doo Ab and the adjacent dif-
tricts by the author, in company with Major Reynolds, of the Bombay eftablithment,
appointed by the Bengal government to furvey that part < the country in 1793-4.

1 Perfian MS. entitled Hudeeka Al Akauleem,
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new city of Shahjchanabad lies on the weftern bank of the Jumna,
in latitude 28. 36. north. The city is about feven miles in circum-
ference, and is furrounded on three fides by a wall of brick and ftone;
a parapet runs along the whole, but there are no cannon planted on
the ramparts, The city has feven gates: viz. Labore gate, Delb:
gate, Ajimere gate, Turkoman gate, Moor gate, Cabul gate, Cafbmere
gate; all of which are built of free ftone, and have handfome arched
entrances of ftone, where the guards of the city keep watch. Near
the Ajimere gate is a Mudrufla, or college, erected by Gazooddeen
Cawn, nephew of Nizam-ool-Mooluk ; it is built of red ftone, and
fituated in the center of a fpacious quadrangle, with a fountain lined
with ftone. At the upper end of the area is a handfome mofque,
built of red ftone, and inlaid with white marble. This college is
now uninhabited.

In the neighbourhood of the Cabul gate is a garden called Tees
Huzzari Baug, in which is the tomb of the Queen Malika Zemani,
wife of the Emperor Mahmud Shah ; a marble tablet placed at the
head of the grave is engraved with fome Perfian couplets, informing
us of the date of her death, which happened but five years fince,
A. Hijerah 1203. On a rifing ground near this garden, from whence
there is a fine profpect of the city, are two broken columns of brown
granite, cight feet high, and two and a half in breadth, on which
are infcriptions in antier.t charaéters. ' i

About one mile eaft of the city, is the tomb of the celebrated
Jehanarah Begum, eldeft daughter of the Emperor Shah Jehan *,

* Dow, paffim.
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no lefs famous for her wif, gallantry, and beauty, than for her filial
attachment in undergoing a voluntary confinement of ten years with
her father in the caftle of Agrah.

The tomb is of fine white marble, uncovered at the top, which
was formerly filled with earth and flowers. At the head of the
grave is a tablet of white marble, with an infcription in black cha-
facters ; the flab is decorated at its corners with comelians of dif-
ferent colours.

Loty &gl al” (syamy oLl yp 1*9¢
_ vty OLS sab (lyd gy paF A

ooz (DU a2los dupe (iles old Sl o L (e Sl w8

In Englifh thus :

‘¢ Let no one fcatter over my grave ought befides earth and ver-
¢ dure, for fuch is beft befitting the fepulchre of one of an humble
“ mind.”

- On the margin :

““ The perifhable Fakeer, Jehanarai Begum, daughter to Shah
“¢ Jehan, and difciple of the faints of Cheefty, in the year of the
~ ** Hijerah 1094.

. Within the city of new Delhi are the remains of many fplendid
palaces belonging to the great Omrahs of the empire. Among the
largeft are thofe of Cummer-o’déen Cawn, vizir to Mahmud Shah;

'L R DD
'-1 : -
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Ali Merdan Khan, the Perfian; the Nalob Gazooddeen Cawn ;
Sefdur Jung’s ; the garden * of Coodfeah Begum, mother to Mah-
mud Shah ; the palace of Sadut Khan, and that of Sultaun Darab
Shekoah.  All thefe palaces are furrounded by high walls, and take
up a confiderable fpace of ground. Their cntrances are through
lofty arched gateways of brick and ftone, at the top of which are
the galleries for mufic ; before each is a fpacious court-yard for the
clephants, horfes, and attendants of the vifitors. Each palace has
likewife a Mahal, or {feraglio, adjoining, which is feparated from
the great hall by a partition wall, and communicates by means of
private paffages. All of them had gardens, with capacious refer-
voirs of ftone, and fountains in the center. An ample terrace ex-
tended round the whole of each particuluar palace ; and* within the
. walls were houfes and apartments for fervants and followers of every
defcription, befides ftabling for horfes, elephants, and every thing
appertaining to a nobleman’s fuite. Each palace is likewife provided
with a handfome fet of baths, and a Teh Khana under ground.

The baths of Sadut Khan are a fet of beautiful rooms, paved, and
lined with white marble ; they confift of five diftinét apartments,
into which light is admitted by glazed windows at the top of the:
domes. Sefdur Jung’s Teh Khana confifts of a fet of apartments
built in a light and delicate ftyle; one long room, in which isa mar-
ble refervoir the whole length, and a {fmaller one raifed and balluf-
traded on each fide; both faced throughout with white marble.

Ji; 1

* Of this garden and palace a moft beautiful and accurate painting may be feen in
Daniell's Views in Hindoftaun. : -
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Shahjehanabad is adorned with many fine mofques, feveral of
which are ftill in perfect beauty and repair. 'The following are
moft worthy of defcription :

Firft, the Yama Mugid*, or great cathedral. This mofque is
fituated about a quarter of a mile from the royal palace; the founda-
tion of it was laid upon a rocky eminence named Jujula Pahar, and
has been fcarped on purpofe. The afcent to it is by a flight of
itone feps, thirty-five in number, through a handfome gateway of
red flone. The doors of this gateway are covered throughout with
plates of wrought brafs, which Mr. Bernier imagined to be copper.
The terrace on which the mofque is fituated, is a fquare of about
fourteen hundred yards of red ftone: in the center is a fountain lined
with marble, for the purpofe of performing the neceffary ablutions

previous to prayer.

An arched colonade of red ftone furrounds the whole of the ter-
race, which is adorned with o&agon pavillions for fitting in.  The
mofque is of an oblong form, two hundied and fixty-one feet in
length, furrounded at top by three magnificent domes of white mar-
ble interfected with black ftripes, and flanked by two Minarets of
black marble and red ftone alternately, rifing to the height of an
hundred and thirty feet. Each of thefe Minarets has three pro-
jeéting galleries of white marble, having their fummits crowned
with light octagon pavillions of the fame. The whole front of the
building is faced with large flabs of beautiful white marble ; and

- * Of this mofque likewife is to be feen a beautiful painting by the Daniclls.

) DD 2
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along the cornice are ten compartments, four feet long and two and
a half broad, which are inlaid with inferiptions in black marble in
the Ni/kki charadler, and are faid to contain the greater part, if not
the whole, of the Koran.

The infide of the mofque is paved throughout with large flabs of
white marble, decorated with a black border, and is wonderfully
beautiful and delicate; the flabs are about three feet in length by one
and a half broad. The walls and roof are lined with plaid white
marble ; and near the K74/a* 1s a bandfome Zuak, or niche, which
is adorned with a profufion of freize work. Clofe to this is a

Mimber, or pulpit, of marble, which has an afcent of four fteps,
balluftraded.

The afcent to the Minarets is by a winding ftair-cafe of an hun-
dred and thirty fteps of red ftone; and at the top the fpectator is
gratified by a noble view of the king’s palace, the Cuttub Minar,
the Hurran Minar, Humaioon’s maufoleum, the palace of Feroze
Shah, the fort of old Delhi, and the fort of Loni, on the oppofite
banks of the river Jumna.

The domes are crowned with cullifes of copper richly gilt, and
prefent a glittering appearance from afar off. This mﬁfquc was
begun by the emperor Shah Jehan in the fourth year of his zeign,
and completed in the tenth, The expences of its erection amounted

* Kibla literally implies a compafs, but here means a {mall hollow or excavation in
the walls of Mahomedan mofques, fo fituated on the ereétion of the buildings, as al-
ways to look towards the city of Mecca,
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to ten lacks of rupees ; and it is in every refpe@® worthy of being
the great cathedral of the empire of Hindoftaun.

Not far from the palace is the mofque of Rofhun Al Dowla,
rendered memorable to the Delhians for being the place where Nadir
Shah beheld the maffacre of the unfortunate inhabitants, The caufe
affigned by hiftorians for this inhuman aé& is, that a {edition broke
out in the great market place, in which two thoufand Perfians were
flain. Nadir, on hearing of the tumult, marched out of the fort
at night with a {mall force to the Musjid of Rofhun Al Dowla,
where he was fired upon in the morning from a meighbouring terrace,
and an officer killed clofe by his fide. He inftantly ordered an in-
difcriminate flaughter of the inhabitants ; and his {fquadrons of ca-
valry pouring through the ftreets before the afternoon, put to death
an hundred thoufand perfons of all defcriptions,

*“ The king of Perfia,” fays the tranflator * of Ferifhta, * fat,
*¢ during this dreadful fcene, in the Musjid of Rofhun Al Dowla:
“ none but flaves durft come near him, for his countenance was
¢¢ dark and terrible. Atlength, the unfortunate emperor 4, attended
““ by a number of his chief Omrahs, ventured to approach him with
““ downcaft eyes. The Omrahs, who preceded Mahmud, bowed
¢ down their forecheads to the ground. Nadir Shah flernly afked
¢t them what they wanted ; they cried out with one voice, *“ Spare
¢« the city.” Mahmud faid not a word, but tears flowed faft from
* his eyes: the tyrant, for once touched with pity, fheathed his

* Colonel Dow. + Mahmud Shah..
. 2
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“ fword, and faid, ‘“ for the fake of the prince Mahmud I for-
. give”

Since this dreadtul maffacre, this quarter of Delhi has been but
very thinly inhabited. The mofque of Rothun Al Dowlah is fi-
tuated at the entrance of the Chandney Choke, or market ; it is of
the common fize, built of red ftone, and furmounted by three domes,
richly gilt,

Zeenut Al Mufajid, or the ornament of mofques, is on the banks
of the Jumna, and was erected by a daughter of Aurengzeeb, of
the name of Zeenut Al Niflah. It is of red ftone, with inlayings
of marble, and has a fpacious terrace in front, with a capacious re-
fervoir faced with marble. The princefs who built it, having de-
clined entering into the marriage ftate, laid out a large fum of money
in the above mofque, and on its completion, fhe built a fepulchre
of white marble, {urrounded by a wall of the fame, in the weft
corner of the terrace. Here the was buried in the year of the Hi-
jerah 1122, correfponding to the year of Chrift, 1710. There
were formerly lands allotted for the fupport and repairs of this piacc,
amounting to a lack of rupees per annum, but they have long fince
been confifcated, during the troubles this city has undergone. Ex-
clufive of the mofques afore mentioned, there are, in Shahjchanabad
and its environs, above forty others; but as moft of them are of
inferior fize and beauty, and all of them of a fimilar fathion, it is
unneceflary to prefent any farther detail.

The modern city of Shahjehanabad is rebuilt, and contains ;nany :

-
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good houfes, chiefly of brick; the fireets are, in general, narrow,
as is ufual in moft of the large cities in Afia; but there were for-
merly two very noble ftreets, the firft leading from the palace gate,
through the city, to the Delhi gate, in a direction north and fouth.
This ftreet was broad and fpacious, bhaving handfome houfes on
cach fide of the way, and merchants’ fhops well furnifhed with a
variety of the richeft articles.  Shah Jehan caufed an: aqueduét of
red ftone to be made, which conveyed the water the whole length
of the flreet, and from thence, by a refervoir under ground, into
the royal gardens.—Remains of this aqueduct are flill to be feen,
but it is in moft parts choaked up with rubbifh. The fecond grand
{treet entered in the fame manner, from the palace to the Lahore
gate, lying caft and weft; it was equal in all refpects to the former;
but in both of them the inhabitants have {poiled the beauty of their
appearance, by running a line of houfes down the center, and, in
other places, acrofs the ftreet, fo that it is with difficulty a perfon
can difcover, without narrowly infpecting, their former pofition.
The Bazars in Delhi are at prefent but indifferently furnifhed, and
the population of late years miferably reduced. The Chandney
Choke is the beft furnifhed in the city, though its commerce is
but trifling.  Cotton cloths are {till manufactured, and they export
indigo. Their imports are by the northern caravans, which gene-
rally come once a year; they bring with them from Cabu/ and Cafb-
mm-, fhawls, fruits, and horfes ; the two former articles are procu-
rable in Delhi at a reafonable rate. There is alfo a manufactory at
Delhi for hooka bottoms. Precious ftones are alfo to be bad in
the Bazars, and the black and red cornelians of the largeft and moft
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beattiful fize. The adjoining country is well cultivated, and the
neighbourhood of the city produces corn, rice, mullet, and indige.

The city is divided into thirty-fix mohauls or diftri@s, each of
which is named either after the particular Omrah who refided there,
or from fome local circumfltance relative to the place.

It appears that modern Delhi has been built principally upon two
rocky eminences, the one where the Jama Musjid is fituated, namied
Fujula Pabar ; and the other the quarter of the oil merchants, called
Bejula Pabar ; from both of thefe you have a commanding view of
the reft of the city. - With refpect to the ruins of old Delhi, the ex-
tent cannot, I fuppofe, be lefs than a circumference of twenty
miles, reckoning from the gardens of Shalimar, on the north weft,
to-the Kuttub Minar, on the fouth eaft, and proceeding from thence
along the center of the old city, by way of the maufoleum of
Nizam Al Deen, the tomb of Humaioon, which adjoins, and the
old fort of Delhi on the Jumna, to the Agimere gate of Shajeha-
nabad. 'The environs to the north and weft are crowded with' re-
mains of fpacious gardens and country houfes of the nobility, which
were formerly abundantly fupplied with water, by means of a noble
canal dug by Ali Merdan Khan, and which formerly entered from
above the city of Panniput, quite down to Delhi, where it joined
the Jumna, fertilizing in its courfe a tract of more than ninety miles
in length, and beftowing comfort and affluence on thofe who lived
within its extent, 'This canal, as it run through the fuburbs of
Mogul Parah, nearly three miles in length, was twenty-five feet
deep, and as much in breadth, cut from the quarry of folid ftone,
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from which moft of the neighbouring houfes have been likewife
built. Over it, at different places, were built fmall bridges of ftone,
which communicated with the garden houfes of the nobility.

Ancient Delhi is faid, by hiftorians, to have been crected by
Rajah Delu, who reigned in Hindoftaun prior to the invafion of
Alexander the Great ; others affirm it to have been built by Rajah
Pettouvar, who flourifhed at a much later period.—It is called in
Sanfcrit, Indraput, or the abode of Indra, one of the Hindu deities,
and it is thus diftinguifhed in the royal diplomas of the chancery-
office. Whether the city be of the antiquity reported, it is difficult
to determine, but this much is certain, that the vaft quantity of
buildings, both ancient and modern, which are to be found within
the extent above mentioned, as well as their grandeur and ftyle of
architecture, prove it to have been a rich, ﬂouriﬂling, and poqu
lous city. L _

I will only add a fhort account of the royal gardens of .Sé_gz/:mr;
thefe gardens, made by the emperor Shabh Fehan, were begun ‘in
the fourth year of his reign, and finifhed in the fllirtccl'n.!l:ll, on ;hic‘h
occafion, aecording to Colonel Dow, the emperor gave a grand fef-

. tival to his court. "Thefe gardens were laid out with admuablc taﬁc.

and coft the enormous fum of a million fterling ; their prcfcnt ap-

“ pearance does not give caufe to fuppofe fuch an lmmcnfc fum has

~_been 1laid out upon them, though great. part of thc moﬁ _valuable

and coftly materials have been carried away. 2 he cnttancc to them

c is through a gateway of brick, and a canal, lmed with ftone, having

‘,walks on cach fide, pa.vcﬁl wuh bnck lcads‘ ug to th the D'mam
, £E
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Kbana, or hall of audience, moft part of which is now fallen
down; from hence, by the fide of a noble canal, having a fountain
in the center; you proceed to the apartments of the Haram, which
occupy a large extent of ground. In front is an Ivaun, or open
hall, with apartments adjoining, the interior of which are decorated
with a beautiful border of white and gold painting, upon a ground
of the fineft chunam.

On each fide of this Ivaun, enclofed by high ‘walls, are the apatt-
ments of the Haram, fome of which are built of red ftone, and
fome of brick, faced with the chunam afore mentioned, and orna-
ments, with paintings of flowers of various kinds. All the apart-
ments have winding paffages, which communicate with each other,
and the gardens adjoining by private doors. The extent of Shalimar
does not appear to have been very large. 1 {uppofe the gardens al-
together are not above one milein circumference:: a high brick wall
runs around the whole, and the extremities are flanked with o&tagon
pavilions of red ftone, . The gardens ftill abound with trees of a
very large fize, and very old. The profpeé, fouth of Shalimar,
towards Delhi, as far as the eye can reach, is covered with there-
mains of extenfive gardéns, pavilions, mofques, and burial places.
The environs of this once magnificent and celebrated city, appear-
now nothing more than a fhapelefs Keap of ruins, and the cotmtry
round about is equally defolate and forlorn. -

st d o o, Pty b N, LN g
. ‘H;e Jpider batkh woven b;.r web'in the royal paldce’ of rhe Czfars,”
* The owl flandeth centinel on the warcb-rmr.r of Afrafiab I -
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On the 11th of March, 1794, the author accompanied Major
Reynolds, who was at Delhi, on a deputation from the Bengal go-
vernment, to an audience of his majefty, Shah-Aulum.

Adter entering the palace, we were carried to the Dewaun Khbana, .
or hall of audience for the nobility, in the middle of which was
a throne, raifed about a foot and a balf from the ground. Ia the
center of this elevation was placed a chain of crimfon velvet, bound
with gold clafps, and over the whole was thrown an embroidered
covering of gold and filver thread. A handfome famignab *, {up-
ported by four pillass, incrufted with filver, was placed over the
chair of ftate. The king was at this time in the Tufbeab Kbana,
or oratory, an apartment in which he generally fits. On paffing a
tkreen of Indian Connaughts, we proceeded to the front of the
Tufbeal Kbana, and being arrived in the prefence of the King, each
of us made threc obeifances in turn, by throwing down the right
hand pretty low, and afterwards raifing it to the forehead ; we then
went up to the Mufnud, on which his majefty fat, and prefented
our Nuzzirs, or white handkerchiefs, each of our names being an-
nounced at the time we offered them. The king received the whole,
and gave the Nuzzirs to his fon, Mirza Akbar Shah, and two other
princes, who fat on his left hand. We then retired with our faces
towards the prcfcncc, made the fame obeifance as before, and re-
turncd a fecond time to the Mufnud.  Afier a Alight converfation,
we were directed to go without the enclofure, and put on the Khil-
liu'gggl;}gh his majefty had ordered for us. ‘They confifted of light

4 e : _ : b
s B * Canopy.
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Indian dreffes, a turband Jamah, and Cumberbund, made of cotton,
with fmall gold {prigs. On being cloathed in thete drefles, we once
more returned, and after a few minutes ftay, previous to which,
Major Reynolds received a fword and a title from the king, we
were difmiffed, and fome fervants were ordered to attend us, Avhile
viewing the palace.

The palace of the royal family of Timoor was erected by the
Emperor Shah Jehan, at the time he built the new city. It is fi-
tuated on the weftern bank of the river Jumna, and is furrounded
on three fides by a wall of red ftone ; I judge the circumference of
the whole to be about one mile.

The two ftone figures, mentioned by Bernier, at the entrance of
the palace, which reprefented the Rajah of Chizzore, and his bro-
ther Potta, feated on two elephants of ftone, are not now to be
feen.~They were removed by order of Aurengezcbe, as favoring
too much of idolatry, and he enclofed the {pace on which they
ftood with a {kreen of red ftone, which has disfigured the entrance
- to the palace.

The firft,objet, after entering, that attracts attention, 1is thc
- Dewaun Aum, or public hall of audience, ,for_,:ail defcriptions of
people. - It is fituated at the upper end of a {pacious fquare, and,

though at prefent. much in decay, is.a noble building.  On each
fide of the Dewaun Aum, and all round,,the {quare, are aaar.gnegts .
of two ftories in height, the walls and front of which, in the ﬁtnns
of the fplendour of thcemplrc, were adormd with a profufion of

- ‘I\‘
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the richeft tapeftry, velvets and filks, the nobles vying “with:each
other, in rendering them the moft magnificent, ' efpecially on
feftivals and days of public rejoicings, which prefented a grand
fight. Thefe decorations have, however, long fince been difcon-
tinued, and nothing but bare walls now remain.

From the Dewaun Aum we proceeded through another handfome
gateway to the Dewaun Khafs afore mentioned. This building
likewife is fituated at the upper end of a fpacious {quare, elevated
upon a terrace of marble about four feet in height, The Dewaun
Khafs, in former times, was adorned with exceflive magnificence ;
and though repeatedly ftript and plundered by fucceflive invaders.
ftill retains fufficient beauty to render it admired. I judge the build-
ing to be an hundred and fifty feet in length by forty in breadth. The
roof is flat, fupported by numerous columns of fine white marble,
which have been richly ornamented with inlaid flower work of dif-
ferent coloured ftones : the cornices and borders have been decorated
with freize and fculptured work. The cieling was formerly in-
crufted with a rich foliage of filver throughout its whole extent,
which has been long fince taken away. The delicacy of the inlay-
ing in the compartments of the walls is much to be admired ; and
it is matter of bitter regret to fee the barbarous ravages that have

~ been made by picking out the different cornelians, and breaking the
* marble by violence. Around the exterior of the Dewaun Khafs; in
* the cornice, are the following lines, written in letters of gold upon
"i'é’f&iﬂ.of‘whitc marble: '
Y ngeoar t Yo g df ol :
L T ST
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“If there be a paradife upon'}:arth, this is it—"tis this—"tis this.”

The terrace of this building is compofed of large {labs of white
marble, and the building is crowned at top with four pavilions or
cupolas of the fame materials. The royal baths built by the em-
peror Shah Jehan are fituated a little to the northward of the Dewaun
Khafs, and confift of three very large rooms furmounted by domes
of white marble. The infide of them, about two thirds of the
way up, is lined with marble, having beautiful borders of flowers,
worked cornelians, and other ftones executed with much tafte.---
"The floors are paved throughout with marble in large flabs ; there
are fountains in the center, which have pafles to carry the water into
the different apartments: large refervoirs of marble, four feet in
depth, are placed in the walls. The light is admitted from the roof
by windows of ftained glafs; and capacious ftoves with iron gra-
tings arc placed underneath each feparate apartment. Adjoining

the baths is a very fine mofque made after the fathion already
defcribed.

In the royal gardens is a very large octagon room, which faces
the Jumna: it is called Shab Burj, or the Royal Tower, and is
‘Jined ‘with marble. Through the window of this room, the late
heir apparent, Prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht, made his efeape in
1784, when he fled to Lucknow. Great part of the palace has
fuffered by the deftructive ravages of the late invaders, The Ro-
hillas, in particular, who were introduced by Gholaum G;dir*'Khan,

have ftripped many of the rooms of their marble omamcnts and
pavements. '
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Adjoining the palace is the fort of Selim Ghur; it communicates
by a bridge of ftone built over an arm of the river: it is now en-
tirely in ruins *.

* Two buildings, which are equally worthy the infpection of a traveller, have not been -
deferibed in the preceding account ; namely, the Gentur Muntur, or Obfervatory, built
by Rajah Jey Sing; and the Cuttub Minar, or the famous column in the neighbourhood
of the city. Of both of thefe, the Meflrs. Daniclls have brought to England moft
beautifal and accurate paintings, and the latter has likewife been deferibed by Captain
Blunt, of the Bengal engincers, one of the author's companions in the journey before. .

mentioned.
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A Narrative of the Revolution ar Rampore in 1704.

FIZOOLAH Khan, after the battle of Cutturah in 1774, retired
with the remainder of the Rohillas to the Cummaocon Hills. The
events of the campaign' under Colonel Champion, and the fubfe-

quent treaty of Loll Dong in the fame year, are in the hands of
every one.

By that treaty, Fizoolah Khan had a territory allotted to him,
which was eftimated at the annual value of fourteen lacks of rupees*,
" He chofe the city of Rampore as the 'place of ‘his_ refidence, and

feduloufly employed himfelf to the improvement of his country, and
his fubjects® welfare. e FEPRPRY . )

W L G T ore g 5
His virtuous efforts were crowned with deferved fuccefs ; and,
after an uninterrupted and profperous ‘adminiftration of '@chty’ years,
during which ke nearly doubled the revenues of his country, he
" expired in Auguft 1794 lﬁ'fﬁn'po{ﬁﬂion of’ the efteem and love of

his fub;e&s, and in high repute with the native pnmxs of Indxa for
his bcnevolencc gcml‘ol’ftf' ’aﬁlmﬁﬁhﬁu‘ ekl
o 3 A m‘p 30 li.mmt:aﬂ Al _5;'2~'
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Fizoolah Khan left behind him a family of ten children ; feven
fons and threc daughters. His eldeft fon, Mahomed Ali Khan,
{ucceeded to his dominions, agreeably to the eftablifhed rights of
primogeniture, and was acknowledged as chief by the Rohilla tribe.

Mahomed Ali is defcribed by his countrymen as being grofs and
cruel ; and was, confequently, exceflively difliked by the body of
the people, who, from the characteriftic of their natural fpirit, re-
quire from their fuperiors a conciliating manner and kind treatment
as the price of obedience. On the other hand, the fecond fon (by
the fame mother) damed Gholaum Mahomed, who, though a young
man of violent and turbulent difpofition, was by his tribe generally
beloved. He had been the favourite of his father during the latter
years of his life, and had conducted under him the moft important

,bu_ﬁnefs of the gatc. 2

_ By his unremitted attention to the cultivation of the jaghire, he

__had, in a particular manner, gained the efteem of the hufbandmen,

who in fadt compofe the great body of the people ; and the addition

of a handfome perfon, and an affected fuavity of manners, with 2

_ plaufible attention to his exterior demeanor, had riveted him in the

efteem and warmeft affection of the foldiers at large.

t : = Spﬁrrcd on thusﬂby ambition, and having once tafted the intoxica-

_ting cup of pleafure, he could ill brook a fudden defcent into infig-

 nificance ; he fcarcely permitted the eyes of his aged father to be

clefed, whea he entered into a cabal with fome of the leading and
moft turbulent of the Rohilia chiefs.
FF
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A confcioufnefs of his own natural fuperiority over his brother,
ftimulated him to commit a barbarous crime, at which human na-
ture revolts, and at once to rend afunder the bonds of brotherhood

and loyalty.

Gholaum Mahomed having gained over to his interefts the prin-
cipal officers of the army, and, through them, fecured the attachment
of the troops, proceeded to execute the defign formed for the depo-
fition of his brother. Seventeen days after the death of Fizoolah
Khan, Gholaum Mahomed, attended by a felect party well armed,
entered the Durbar of Mahomed Ali. A confidential fervant ap-
prifed the Nuwaub of his brother’s intended vifit ; and at the fame
time cautioncd him to be on his guard, as treachery was intended.

** It is impoffible my brother can entertain evil defigns againit
** me: has he not taken the" facred Koran ?>* was the anfwer of the
infatuated prince. He was too foon convinced of his errror.

On entering the apartment, Gholaum Mahomed, as had been
agreed upon by the confpirators, bore himfelf with defigned haugh-
tinefs and difrefpect towards his brother. This, as was forefeen
and defired, inflamed Mahomed Ali, and excited the irafeibility of
his temper. He broke forth into the groffeft abufe, and, in his un-
governable rage, was fo rafh as to draw his fabre.

Gholaum Mahomed now gave the fignal of attack, and his bro-
ther was inftantly furrounded by the whole body of cenfpirators,
who, after a refolute and defperate refiftance, cut him down. He

4
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was then confined, and fent to the houfe of the late Fizoolah Khan,
where he was received by the women of the family, who having
dreffed his wounds, endeavoured to alleviate his grief and reconcile
him to his fate.

The ufurper was acknowledged by the army and people at Rams -
pore with loud acclamations. Shortly after this event, it was
underftood by letters which arrived from Lucknow, that the enlarge-
ment of the depofed Nuwaub, and his being permitted to refide at
Lucknow, would be acceptable to the vizir *.

A council, confifting of Gholaum Mahomed and his principal
leaders, was held on the occafion, and they were requefted to give
their refpective opinions on the fubject before them.

It has been affirmed, but not corroborated by any teftimony" that
has come within our knowledge, that the ufurper himfelf appeared
inclined to a merciful determination, and would have liberated his
brother. 'This, however, was violently oppofed by fome of the
leaders, and particularly by Nutchoo Khan and Omar Khan, two of
the moft ferocious and fanguinary of the Rohilla tribe: they de-
‘clared, as a reafon for their diflike to Mahomed Ali’s enlargement,
that, fheuld he once quit the jaghire and be allowed to join the Britith

* Tt is neceflary here to remark, that the above circumftance was communicated to

_ the author by a confidential fervint of the late. Fizoolah Khan, who is now living at

Rampore. At the fame time impartiality demands us to flatc, that the credibility of

* the circumftance refts folely on the reftimony of this man, (it being denied by the people
2ofOude) T . ¥

FF
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army, there could be no doubt but all thofe concerned in the late
revolution, together with their wives and families, would, in: the

event of a defeat, be expofed to the moft fevere refentment ; even,
faid Omar Khan, ** to their grinding of rice for the infidels *.”

Thefe arguments decided the queftion ; and it was unanimoufly
refolved to put the unhappy prince to death. But the carrying this
fanguinary refolve into effect was a matter of no fmall difficulty, and
required a difplay of confiderable art and perfidy.

Mahomed Ali, as we have feen, was within the walls of the
Haram, a fan¢tuary which, in Hindoftaun, it is confidered in the
higheft degree difhonourable to violate or pollute. - Gholaum Ma-
homed, therefore, proceeded in a2 manner equally fubtle, as refinedly
cruel.  He fent for a perfon then at Rampore, by name Shah Huffun,
a Syud +, and a man refpected by all for his fanétity, his age, and
exemplary manners. In the prefence of this man, the ufurper {fwore
upon the Koran, that if his ill-fated brother would voluntarily quit
his afylum,.not a hair of his head fhould fuftain injury : he con-
cluded, by requefting of the Syud to prevail upon his brother to
come forth.

_Satisfied with an affurance fo folemn, the holy man repaired to the
palace of Fizoolah Khan ; and there having. repeated what he had.
heard from the ufurper, Mahomed Ali was perfuaded to yigld his

* Which, in Afa, is confidered an office of the moft menial nature.
~ t Defeendant of the Prophet. o . oo |
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affent.” He accordingly quitted his afylum, and was forthwith con-
dutted to a fmall fort about a mile diftant from the city.

Having thus obtained poffeflion of his brother’s perfon, Gholaum
Mahomed next deliberated on the fureft mode of depriving him of
his life, without himfelf incurring the guilt of fratricide. Omar
Khan, whom we have before mentioned as the moft favage of his
advifers, propofed the deteflable method of poifoning his victuals ;
and to this, however incredible it may appear, the inhuman brother
gave his confent. The perfons who had charge of the prifoner
were directed to carry this refolution into effe@t. But information
of the defign having been previoufly communicated to Mahomed
Alij he refufed to eat. For three days and as many nights did the
unhappy prince remain without fuftenance, and in a ftate of torpid
infenfibility. The fourth day, nature being exhaufted, and roufed’
by the calls of hunger, the Nuwaub prevailed upon the humanity of
a water-carrier who attended him to afford him a fmall portion of
ﬂbm‘: of this, which he prepared with his own hands by mixing
it with water, he ate a morfal ; but his ftomach, weakened by fo
long fafting, almoft immediately on fwallowing, rejected the food.

Meanwhile the barbarian, finding his intentions fruftrated, and
impatient of the delay, refolved to complete his bloody purpofe by
the daggers of ‘affaffination. Four wretches, Munfa, Syud Khan,
"Toclléo, and another, were felected for the perpetration of this
horrid deed.

; Norﬁithﬁanding the (ecn':cy with which the order was given, of,
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this, likewife, Mahomed Ali received information, and pc'rééiififfé
that his fate was approaching, he fent an affe@tionate meffage to his
Begum and family, and as a final effort to avert his brother’s ven-
geance, he, for the fake of his family, acquainted the Syud, whom
we have before noticed, of the ultimate refolution of his unrelenting

brother.

The Syud, equally aftonifhed as indignant, at the bafe conduc
of the ufurper, and commifferating the fate of his lawful prince,
repaired to the Durbar of Gholaum Mahomed ; he there publicly
charged him with a breach of faith, and a contempt for the precepts
of religion. The hypocrite, in reply, gave the moft folemn affu-
rances of the fafety of Mahomed Ali, whofe life, he added, was
dearer to him than his own.” But the heart of this ruffian was not
to be foftened ; neither the recolletion of their early years, nor the
clofer ties of fraternal affection, fince arrived at manhood, could
incline to pity or remorfe, and to add to the guilt of affaflination,
he defcended to the meaneft and vileft fubterfuge. 1In order that it
might appear an ac of fuicide on the part of the miferable brother,
orders were given to the affaflins to contrive the murder to that effect.
Accordingly, entering the chamber of the fleeping prince at mid-
night, they put an end to his exiftence by a piftol fhot, and feveral
ftabs of a dagger. When the deed was done, they removed the
body to a fmall diftatice from where it lay, and after placing the
weapon in the breaft of the deceafed, they departed.

sy €
] i ] e S

Next morning intelligence of the deceafe of Mabomed Ali was
conveyed to his brother, while ﬁttug in the Durbar. The ufarper,



AD. 1794.] APPENDIX, II. 223

affeGting the utmoft furprife and aftonifhment, burit into tears, and
lamented, in the moft poignant terms, the unhappy rafhnefs of his
brother, in committing fo defperate an a&. To complete the in-
famy of this diabolical tranfaction, he directed the remains of his
brother to be folemnly interred, and diftributed a confiderable fum
of money in charity, to pray for the repofe of the foul of the de-
ceafed.

In this manner, polluted with a brother’s blood, did Gholaum
Mahomed afcend the Mufoud of Rampore. The neceffary fteps
were now to be taken to fecure the eftablithment of the ufurper.

As a prelude, letters were difpatched to the vizir, in which Gho-
laum Mahomed endeavoured to excufe the atrocity of his conduct ;
he offered, moreover, to his excellency, in alleviation of his guilt,
a Nazzeranah* and Paifhcufh ; and with profeffions of the higheft
attachment and refpeét for the Nuwaub as his fovereign and lord
paramount, he concluded with requefting a continuation of the Jag-
hire in his own perfon.

. It may here be remarked, that this valuable Jaghire had only been
granted for life to its late pofieflor, and confequently, at his demife,
it reverted to the Vizir, as lord paramount of Rohilcundt. It is
true that fome years fince, it had been propofed by the vizir him-

. Nazzeranah, a prefent which is ufually fent by tributary princes in Hindoftaun,
on their acceffion, to their fovereign or lord paramount.

't Vide report of the fcle@ committee for India affairs.—~Major Palmer's embaffy
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{elf, through the mediation of the fupreme government at Calcutta,
“to Fizoolah Khan, to chéiige the tenure of the Jaghire, which was
only for life, into an Altum Gheh, which, by the ufages of Hin-
doftaun, defcends in perpetuity to fucceffors.. A confideration of
fifteen lacks of rupees was then deemed a fufficient compenfation.
By fome means or other the offer was rejected on the part of Fi-
zoolah Khan, and, confequently at his demife, the right of refump-
tion of the jaghire was evident and undeniable,

The vizir, who from his earlieft youth had been immerfed in
pleafure, would now gladly have feized the favourable opportunity
thus afforded him, of confifcating this. valuable jaghire, which
would {upply him with frefh means of gratifying his extravagance, -

His fluctuating mind, however, unaccuftomed to bufinefs, or de-
cifiye exertion, hefitated, and with the imbecility and little craft in-
herent to Afiatic policy, he had recourfe. to temporizing meafures. . -

‘The views of his minifter, Rajah Ticket Roy, a man timid, .
irrefolute, and deftitute of every qualification above that of a mere.
" accomptant, were cafily led to encourage the weaknefs of his mafter.
This minifter forefaw and dreaded the difficulties in, which he muft
unavoidably be involved, fhould vigorous meafures be purfued.

Kb
: , TG Aot

An empty treafury, a deranged fyftem of finance, a weak go- -
vernment, deeply anticipated revenue, and an impoverifhed country,

afforded but {lender means for fupplying, not only the neceffary ex-
pences of the war, but alfo to proyide for the parade and extrava-
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gance of his fovereign, whofe childifhly expenfive turn he knew
would net fail of difplaying its pomp on this occafion. He viewed
with affright the embarrafiments that threatened him, and hoped,
by accommodation, to efcape the impending difficulties, and, at
the fame time, by a large mult, to raife a temporary rclief to the
exigences of the ftate.

The vizir and his minifters, although from different motives,
were united in a defire to accommodate, tempted by the magnitude
of the fum* now offered, as Nuzzeranah, by Gholaum Mahomed.
But, however ftrong the neceflity of the one, or the extravagance
of the other, yet neither would venture on a decifive ftep in an af-
fair fo important, without confulting their allies, the Englifh, who
were guarantees to the ]aglurc Dar by the trcaty of Loll Dong

R LRl T

i Acmrdingly,i the vizir communicated the circumftances of the
event to the  Britifh refident at Lucknow, who conveyed the inti- -
mation to the fupreme board in Calcutta; at the fame time, his
excellency declared his intention to abide by the advice of that go-

vernment.

Tt was fuppofed by many, that the Britith government would
take no ‘part in the bufinefs, and had they been defirous of avoiding
tfohblc, there exifted a plaufible pretext for permitting the vizir to
J fﬁw h1s own mclmatmns

¥ vever, juftly confidered, that were the Engh[h undcr

Mok . SR ~
o~ 'T\‘rmtytwolachqupecn
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the circumftances of their known and intimate connedtion with the
vizir, to overlook this foul murder, and fuffer fo heinowt a crime
to go unpunithed, it would be a conduét utterly unworthy and dif-
honourable, and would not fail to derogate from the national ¢ha-
raler, in the eyes of the princes of Hindoftaun. '

Actuated by fo generous a principle, the Britith government came
to the determination to difpoffefs and punifh the rebel, and in pur-
{uance of this refolution, the two brigades which are ftationed in
Oude, by treaty, were ordered to take the field. Sir Robert
Abercrombie, the commander in chief, being at that time on a
tour to infpect the troops at the upper ftations of the army, was
requefted to undertake the expedition, and for that purpofe, was in-
vefted with the moft ample authority, md aiﬁﬂ:ed by the co-opera-
tion of the refident at Lucknow. 2 ? aia.

Preparatory to the commencement of the campaign, the com-
mander in chief was inftruéted to arrange and concert meafures with
the vizir, for the future goveriment of the jaghire. Sir Robert
Abercrombie accordingly had a meeting with his highne{s at Dala-~
mow, on the banks of the Ganges. He there explained to the vizir,
in the fulleft and moft diftin& manner, that the Englith were deter-
mined to remove the murderer, Gholaum Mahomed, for ever, from
any fhare in the government of Rampore, and that whatever part
of the jaghire it might hercafter be deemed proper to beftow on
the Rohillas, it muft be conferred upon the zry‘&tzz Jon of the de-
ceafed Jaghire Dar. '
B 5% L.l mg uﬁ;g;
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The vizir, it is faid, was not lefs hurt at thn dictatorial ﬂmu;v, of
thls communication, than diffatisfied with its tcuor (fo averfe to hiis
‘;_qwn wifhes) or the wifhes of his minifter. Thcy lookcd to im-
Imcdlate advantage, and eager to {eize the. golden prize, a.nd both
being devoid of every idea of national charac.tcr, laughed tQ fcam
the infatuation and folly of expending blood and treafure, for what,
“\ju their own fingular phrafeology, they _dc_c,m_cd 18 X Nam.c."‘

s

. . g . | L R
. The Nuwaub, exhibiting fymptoms of difaffection, was finally
given to underftand, that without he explicity acquiefced in the
. aboye points, that the Britifh government would take no part in the

. bufinefs,

[N TV oy ALK iy . 4a ¥

c;hatc com,phaucc cnfued. and Sir Robert Abcrcromb:c pro-
ceedcd with all expedition, to Camnporc. and from that place to
Futty Ghur, where he arrived, and affumed the command of the
army.an the gth of Ocgber, 1794; the troops began to crofs the
«Ganges at Futty Ghur, and the Cawnpore brigade baving j,o,iggd_,
. the army was formed a few days after on the banks of the Gamberah

_xiver.

s .

L

Yy ¥

¢§“Memwfﬁle*££€ vxzz: had been collﬁ&ing his army, which, con-
’9{ A.DUMErous g,pg mdlfc;phned rabble of infantry, and about:

hg[fc, and, for the fake of an oftentatious difplay of pomp,
2 Ws of cannon, fome of them of very large dimenfions,

o~y bne fs qulttﬂd Lucknow on the 13th of O&obcr. and,
%o a
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though by eafy marches, he might cafily have come up with' the
Britith general and joined forces, he, on the contrary, appeared
defirous to remain in the rear, and, notwithftanding the prefling and
urgent folicitations of ‘the Englifh refident, and General Martin,
who attended his camp, he could not be perfuaded to advance.

- Being folicited to {fend on, at Jeaft, a body of cavalry, he declined
the propofal, and it was not until the day after the action, that any
of the vizir'’s army joined the Britith, Our narration muft now
lead us to the fituation of thé.Eﬂgﬁﬂz army, in which nothing ma-
terial occurred until the 24th inftant, when it encamped on the banks
of the Sunkrah, a {fmall river, about five lmlcs in advance of Bc-
reilly, upon the high road to Rampore. =" 0 o a0

N . e R,
In the evening of that day an officer was ordered out with a
party of troopers to patrole three or four miles in front, and report
any occurrence to the general. 'That officer reported that 1500 of
the enemy’s horfe were advanced as,far as Millik, a village about
fifteen miles from the Britifh encampment, and that fome horfemen,
about noon, had been feen examining the paﬁ'age of the Doo Forab,
a fmall river in front, and within the vizir’s terntqnes.
On the 25th, the Englith prcfcrvcd thc famc poﬁtio'h, their front, -

to the Rampore road, and the Sunkra river, covering their ,xur, v
and, by a winding direction, protecting alfo the right flank, fo thg,t
it could only be attacked, either on the left or in front, and in _t;;thcr
cafe to the difadvantage of the opponents. o g o -3

i
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.. About two o’clock, P. M. of this day, the commander in chief
was aftonithed at the intclligéncc that the Rohillas, in full force,
were croffing the Doo Jorah, accompanied by the cavalry of the
line. 'The general advanced to a fmall eminence in front, to ob-
ferve the motions of the enemy. A meffage from Ghelaum M_a-
homed was, at this time, brought with aletter to the general, which
Sir Robert would not receive, but defired the meflenger might be
directed to return, and -acquaint his mafter, that the Britith com-
mander would hold no communication with him, until he retired
within the Rampore boundary, and totally evacuated the territories
of the vizir, the invafion of which was highly improper, and ad-
ded much to the atrocity of his crime. That the Rohillas would.
be allowed until the evening of the next day to withdraw their
troops, which, if they did not, the Englith would confider and
treat them as enemics,

_'To this no anfwer was returned, but on the 26th of Oé’tobcl: the
_enemy appeared in a menacing and hoftile manner, fpreading over
the plain in irregular and confufed, though numergus, columns. .

The general who had been to reconnoitre, returned to camp, and
left one of his aids de camp to give timely notice of the enemy’s
; ,,motions The enemy continuing to advance, and form, in an
Wlu manner, the Britifh troops were immediately ordered to
Hmparc for action. ;
-J The firft brigade, confifting of the 13th native battalion, the 2d
European regiment, and the 18th native, with the two regiments

- I
’.
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of cavalry, {oe‘mcd the seferve, and compofed the zight wing of the
army. Thc 3d bnga.de confifting of four pative battalions, foumned
.thc lcft V.ung, and the zd brigade, of equal ftrength, compofcd the
center. To, each battalion in the line ywere attached two guns, and
the grand park of arullcry was poﬁ;d in the interval, between the
centerdivifion and ithe left wing, From an eminence in front,
w.hs';h the enemy were-unaccountably permitted to occupy, they (oon
commenced an harmlefs cannonade; their glins being greatly clevated,
the fhot paffed over the Britifh line. ~About ten, A. M. the linc
being regularly formed, two guuos,, the fignal taadvance, were fired
in the center. The Englifh trooi)s began to advance, and continued
to prefs forward with great ardour, until they met the enemy, who
_came on with unexampled refolution and determined feracity, upen
the points of their bayonets, {word in band. The Britifh astillery
and mufketry did great execution ; but could mot entirely check the
firft onfet. The moft defperate effort of the Rohillas was made on
the right of the referve, where Colonel Burrington commanded, and
fell. The cavalry who were on the right flank, commanded by
-Captain Ramfag, when the encmy bad advanced to about eighty
paces, fuddenly wheeled to the left, by, order of their commanding
officer, who led them into the rear of the referve. . The {uddennefs
of this unexpected and difgraceful nig\;:mgn_t, sand the charge which.
the enemy were theseby infpired to make on the rear, threw the ca-
 valry- into- confufion, and left the gallant 1 3th battalion entirely ex-
pofed : this the enemy perceiving, threw themfelves with the. méﬁ
violence upon the flank of that corps, and many of them havmg_
turned its rear, the whole right wing of the b_a.tnallng,m cut to
picces. Captain Macleod the commandant, a gallant ,gnd\aggm. .
* 4
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7 enced officer, together with four of his fubalterns, fell ; this corps
prefled upon the European regiment, which being alfo brifkly at-
tacked, were thrown into a like confufion. The' Europeans, in
turn, crowded upon the 18th battalion, and, notwithflanding the
fteadinefs and exertion of that corps, animated by the prefence of
their gallant leader, Major Bolten, much deftruction was committed
in a few minutes. The body of the enemy that made this im-
preffion on the referve, had fuffered much themfelves, but in the
tumult, bad’ pafled thro;lgb the intervals occafioned by the diforder,
and were in the rear of the European regiment, when a part of the
cavalry, which bad, by the greateft exertions of the {ubaltern offi-
cers, been rallied, returned back to the attack, and prevented further
mifchief.. The other divifions of the line having maintained an
undaunted face throughout the whole of the battle, refiftance on
the part of the Rohillas, at length, entirely ceafed, and after a clofe
action of an hour and forty minutes, fcarce a man of the enemy
‘was to be feen. s
The Britiflx line halted a few minutes on the ficld of battle to let
the troops breathe, after which, they purfued the enemy to the Doo
Jorah river, on the oppofite banks of which their camp wae ftill
ftanding ; this was plundered by the vizir’s horfemen, who, ac-
cording to cultom, had come up after the a&ion, and whilft the
~ Englith linc was halted, to mark out their encampment, thefe ban-
 ditti reaped the reward due to the valour of their allies.

The Rohilla force, from the moft authentic accounts, conﬁ.ﬁh
of 30,000 infantry, and about 4000 hoife; they had neasly 2000

L
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men killed, and as many wounded whilft the Britifh had to regret |
a dmr-bought vi&ory, in thelofs of 600 menand fourteen officers *,
men of tried reputation in their profeflion, and who had fought
under the banners of Coote and Cornwallis.

‘On the 27th, the army halted to inter the dead, and take care of
the wounded, who were fent back to Bereilly the fame day, where
an hofpital was formed for their rcception.‘ On the 29th, the army.
reached and took poffeflion of the city of Rampore, the capital of:
the Rohilla jaghire, and excepting the widow and family of Ma-
homed Ali, fcarce a Rohillah remained in the place, _the_wholc hav..
ing evacuated the town the day fucceeding the battle. " Loaw

The Britifh general then deemed it eligible to give up the t;)wn_q.
to the management of the vizir, whofe people accordingly took
pofleflion.

Intelligence of the retreat of  the  Rohillas into the Almora hills,
which extend along the eaftern boundary of Rohilcund, having been
received, the Britith army advanced by eafy marches, and on the sth
of November, encamped at the village of Puttah, at the foot of the

~® Names of the officers killed in the a@ion of the 26th O&tober, 1794.—Infantrys"

Colonel Burrington, Majar Bolmn, Captain Macleod, Captain Mawbey. 'L:'m!mm:n
W. Odell, W. Hmckfmn, John Plumer, Jofeph Richardfon, T. Cummmgs, Z.
Birch. #unded: Major R. Bruce, T. Edwards. Lieutenasits : R. Adams, Lewis

Thomas, T. Robertfon, J. P. Pigot, cavalry. Artillery: Killed; Captain Mordaunt. "

wlenants: L. Baker, J. Tilfer. Wounded: (fince dead) Capmm.,Wdh, brigade

or. It may be interefting to the friends of thefe gallant oﬁm mkarfmﬁ';‘ n
Britith government have directed a monument to be mﬁed over their xemains, on the

fpot where they fell. 7 oo --ﬁ' e
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before-mentioned hills. The fame day, Syud Khan, a confidential
perfon, was difpatched by Gholaum Mahomed into the Englith
camp, with propofals on the part of his mafter, that he (Gholaum
Mahomed) would deliver himfelf up to the Englith, with the pro-
vifion of perfonal fafety to himfelf, and an affurance from the Bri-
tith general, that the honour of his family fhould be preferved in-
violate. The Englith commander readily acquicfced in the propofal,
" and ‘about one o’clock next day, the Rohilla chief was met at a
fhort diftance from the Britith camp, by the refident at Lucknow,
and'by him conducted to the general’s tent. He was accompanied
by his younger brother, a youth of 17 years of age, and two of
his firdars, Syud Khan and Omar Khan, the latter of whom was
an old foldier, who had fhared the fortunes of the late Fizoolah
Khan, at Loll Dong, and ferved him from that pcnod until hlS

death

Gholaum Mahomed having thus furrendered his perfon, it was
reafonably fuppofed that matters would fpeedily be brought to a con.
clufion; it foor;, ‘however, appeared, that that chief had, by the
natural craft and corrupt turn of his own difpofition, been led to
hope that bribes, and the all-powerful influence of gold, would fll
fecure him poﬁ'cﬁion of the jaghire. The treafures of his latc fa-
ther, "ﬁuountmg to an immenfe fum, which had been amaffed by a
; ﬁ!" es of the moft prudent induftry and rigidseconomy, were in his
liﬁads, and, though regardlefs of cither honour or honefty, he had
-~ obiervation fufficient to hope that his treafures would not only gild
-l:u£ Crities, but molllfy his encnucs and prove perfuafive advocates -

%ss‘ﬁqm in this, however, he failed ; and though he pofitively
".-‘_H_- 1, . HH'

-
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offered the immenfe fum of a lack of gold mohurs to the refident,
another to the general, and a third to the company, if be could be
setained in the Neabot or deputyfhip of the jaghire, he was given
to underftand by Mr, Cherry, that he muft for ever abandon every
hope of that nature, and that neither the jaghire, nor even permiifion’
to refide within its precinéts, would ever be granted him. After
this ineffectual ftruggle, fome days pafled without any thing Being'
determined, and Gholaum Mahomed, either affected, or really not
pofleffing any influence over his obftinate countrymen, ftill kept aloof
from decifion, which the general perceiving, and that by patience
and forbearance matters were only more procraftinated, it was detcr-
mined to confider the Rohilla chief entirely out of the quéﬁi.on, and
the plan of ‘a feparate - negotiation with the chiefs in the Rohilla
camp was adopted. A general pardon was offered to thofe’ mif-
guided men and their adhcrchts, on their {fubmiffion to the vizir.
Their troops had permiffion to depart to their refpective homes, and
a jaghire of ten lacks of rupees, excluding the town of Rampore,
was offered to Ahumud Ali Khan, the infant fon of the murdered
Nuwaub; thefe terms, however reafonable and confonant to the lic
beral policy which actuated Sir Robert Abercrombie throughout the
whole of thefe tranfactions, were, neverthelefs, reje@ed, and many
evafions and extravagant demands were made on the part of the
il o 4 |
Y ; U
On the 12th of November, however, Gholaum Mahomed, ip-
prehenfive that the other chiefs would now make terms for them-
felves, or probably (as appeared juftified by the conclufion) aGtuated
3
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by more deceptious motives, agreed to {end letters to the Rohilla
camp, with pofitive orders to his firdars to fend out his family and
treafures. . Syud Khan was intrufted with the miffion, and he being
detained by the Rohillas, and no anfwer returned, Omar. Khan,
with pretended anxicty to effect an accommodatiof, propofed to
vifit the camp, and doubted not of his prevailing over his country-
men to accede to terms.

To this Sir Robert Abercrombie, actuated by the humane defire
of terminating the war without a farther effufion of blood, yielded
his affent: Omar Khan went, but never returned.

It was now difcovered, from various channels, that Gholaum
Mahomed himfelf, notwithftanding his profeflions of obedience,
was the fole caufe of the obftinate delay of his countrymen, with
whom he had kept up a fecret correfpondence, and urged the chiefs,
who were his creatures, not to accept of any terms. in which his
reftoration to the jaghire was not a primary article ; and he affured.
them, that being refolute and unanimous in this point, they would
infure fuccefs, ,

-‘._I; was therefore determined to bring matters, at once, to an iffue.
In the evening of the 3d of December, an infolent and contemptuous «
 letter arrived in the Englith camp ; in that letter, after repeating a
: fumpf extravagant demands, they concluded with thefe remark-
aﬂawrds, « If, after this reprefentation, our requefts be denied, |
It,mﬂ bmafpicuous throughout" the empire. of Hindoftaun, blm:

HHZ2 -~
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in the days of Ufuf Al Dewlah, aflifted by the Englith Company,
the Rohilla nation was extirpated.” B4
The drift of this letter was eafily feen through, and at 12 o’cleck
on the fame night, Gholaum Mahomed was fent off under charge
of a regiment of cavalry, who were ordered to efcort him to Takoor
Duwarah, a place about twenty miles diftance from the camp: he
was then delivered over to Colonel Baillic, of the 1t hativc bat-
talion, who had been advanced to receive him, fhould this meafure
be deemed neceffary ; that officer carried him on twenty miles far-

ther, fo that by ten o’clock next day he was forty miles diftant from -

his friends.. ‘The next morning, after fending in a ,p:mclaination to
the Rohillas, which was declared to be final, oﬁ'eringrpar&on, if they
would fubmit, and notifying the vizir’s intention to beftow ajaghi'ré
upon. the infant fon of the deceafed Nuwaub but in the event of‘
farther refiftance, they muft expeét to meet with exemplary pu-
nifhment.

The Britith army then moved down to within a mile of the Ro-
‘hilla intrenchments, and the outpofts of both armies exchangcd a
few fhots, but without any mifchief to either party.

The good effects of this proclamatlon were foon apparent: con-
vinced that by the departure of their chief, all hope of his rcﬁpra..
tion was at an end, and that the Englifh were determined to act wn;h

v:gor the Rohillas, at length, began to treat with ﬁncenty A
9 g

ceffation of arms took place on the sth; but there bemg fuch a :
riety of cla{hma interefts to reconcile and to fettle, and arrange
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féle@ion of the new jaghire, it was not until the yth’inftant the pre-
liminary articles were figned*.  On the gth, the treafures of the late

- ® Tranflation of the preliminary engagement between the Nuwaub Vizir Ul Mu-
malick Afof Jah Afof Ul Dowla Yehihch Khan Bubadre Huzzubber Jung, the l:.nghl'h
Company, and the Rohilla tribe.

* Articie I, When this preliminary cnmgrmcnt fhall be exceuted, hoftilities fhall
ceafe between the Nuwaub Vizit Ul Mumalick Afof Jah Buhadre and his allies, and
the Rohilla army. ' -

“ Arr. 11, The Nuwaub Vizir Ul Mumalick Afof Jah Buhadre agrecs that he has
pardomd the family. of the Nuwaub Fizoolah Khan, deecafed, and their adherents, the
faults which they have comm:ttcd
" Arr. III, The Rohilla army agrec that they will give over, in depofit, to the
Company, whatever may remain of the treafure of Fizoolah Khan, deceafed.~—That
Gholaum Mahomed Khan has delivered an account of the treafure which was left by
the Nuwaub Fizoolah Khan at his death, to the period that he had charge of it.
From that trcafurc the fum of 14,000 gold moburs has been expended fi t‘m.c CGiholaum
- Mahomed Khan lcft thc Rohilla camp, this being deduéted, the balance is  the fum
demanded.

Awrt. 1V. The Nuwaub Vizir Ul Mumalick Afof Jah Buhadre agrees, that he
will beftow on Ahomed Ally Khan, the grandfon of the Nuwaub Fizoolah Khan, de-
ceafed, mohuls in jaghire at the annual Jumma of ten lacks of rupees, and that the

+ town of Rampore fhall be a part of the faid jaghire ; and as Ahomed Ally Khan isa
minor, therefore Nuffur Ulli Khan Buhadre, fon of Abdoola Khan, deceafed, fhall
be nominated the guardian of Ahmed Ally Khan, and the manager of the faid Jaghme,
until Ahomed Ally Khan fhall arrive at the age of twenty one years.

Au V. When the Rohilla army fhall have given over the treafure, as is cxprcﬂ'cd

wthe third article, the armics of the Nuwaub Vizir Ul Mumalick Afof Jah Bubadre,
. the Englifh Company, fhall march from hence, and the Rohilla army fhall dif-
B *, and go wherever they think proper.  Done at Putta Ghaut in the Englifh camp,

5 mjcmlmud Ul Owul, 1209 Hijerah, December 7, 1794.

- e al of the Nawaub Vizir  The feal of Mr, Geo, Fre- The feal of Nuffur Ulh

i MAMUI Dowla  derickC on the pm of Khan, (i
ah KhmBnhd:e the Englifh Company as (LS) it X

’ g rantee to the above a
" : Jung: (L5)
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Fizoolah Khan, amounting to three lacks and 80,000 gold moﬁu'r"s‘,"
were delivered up to the Britifh general ; and on the following day,
the armies commenced their march on their return. 'When the army "'-.
arrived at Bereilly, it was announced, in orders, that his highnefs,"
the vizir, intended to prefent the troops with a donation of cleven '
lacks of rupees, part-of the treafure which had been fent into the
Englifh camp, and was delivered over to the vizir; this was imme-

diately done, by paying it into the hands of the refident at Lucknow, -
and the remainder the vizir carried to Lucknow. S

Thus terminated a revolution, which, though at the firlt appear-

ance exhibited but a flight fpeck in the political horizon of Hin- a
doftaun, had, neverthelf:fs, by a variety of circumftances and inci-
dental caufes during its progrefs, threatened to prove fatal to the

interefts of Great Britain, or, at leaft, of giving a fevere check to
their anthority. To hazard conjecture on an object of fo great
importance, may furely be deemed excufeable, and if it thould ferve
to ftimulate exertion, and animate the conduct of a wife and well-

ordered government, to the prefervation and permanency of the va-
luable poffeflions of Great Britain in the eaft, the obfervation will

not have been made in vain. Of the prefent jaghire, as fettled by

the late treaty, it yet remains to fpeak ; it is fituated in the fineft
part of Rohilcund, and the jaghire is bounded on the north by the

town of Akberbad, on the fouth by Millik, on the eaft by Rooder-
pore, at the foot of the Almora hills, and on the weft by the villg'g’é:'

of Safeny ; it is in length about feventy miles, and thinjr-ﬁxi‘iﬁ!‘f# |

g

breadth; the circumference of the jaghire is 21 miles, and contai B

about 500 populous villages ; the foil, in common with the reft of ¢
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Rohileund, is a black rich loam, interfperfed in fome ‘pfic'efs:‘vv'i'tﬁ:
red earth; the moft fruitful parts are the center and fouth-weft
boundary. The face of the country throughout prefents a delightful
view of large groves of mangoe trees, agreeably diverffied with
gentle declivities and afcents alternately. - ‘This valuable jaghire is
watered by feveral rivers, befides fmaller ftrcams, which contribute
to fertilize and embellifh it., Among the principal are the Ram-
gonga and Coffillah, which have been defcribed in the former part
of this work. :

The jaghire, though fo highly favoured by nature, has, never-
thelefs, been much aflifted by the induftrious fpirit of its inhabi-
. tants, aided by the wife and benevolent inflitutions of the late Fi-
zoolah Khan.. '

«38M ]

gy

Throughout his whole territory, that prince caufed ique&u‘ﬁ_s to
be made, which travetfe the corn fields in all di:pﬂions ; they are
{fufficiently broad and deep, In the eaftern confines, near the Al-
mora hills, the inhabitants avail themfelves of the numerous ftreams.
which flow from the mouhtains, by making artificial dams ; and,
at the proper feafons, inundate their lands, which'is of particulan
benefit to the early crops. All thefe advantages give the country the:
appearance of an highly cultivated garden. .

. ugar cane, rice, and tobacco, are produced in the greateft abune

~ dance, and of the beft quality ; the canes arc from eight to tén fect:
: "_Hﬁ,_‘, _gnt‘l,.thp crops of wheat, barley, and various kinds of grain,
 are nothing inferior to the moft cultivated parts of Hindoftaun ; the'

5 .
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principal manufacture of this jaghire is coarfe cotton cloth,” w[:!ich
is exported acrofs the Ganges into the Doo Ab, and other parts of

the vizir’s dominions, as are likewife great quanntles of gram, fugar,
and tobacco.

Rampore, which is the capital both of the former and prefent
jaghire, is a large town fituated on the weftern bank of the Cofilla
river ; it is about four miles in 'c_ifc,umferencc, and furroundéd by‘-a-i
thick hedge of bamboo, within which are mud _ fortifications, ta-
tally incapable of refiftance.  ‘The town is large,- but the ftreets; as
common throughout Afia, are narrow. There is, however, a very
good bazar, and likewife a mofque, both of them the work of
Fizoolah Khan; during the life-time of that chief, Rampore was
fuppofed to contain 100,000 inhabitants; but fince the late revolu-
tion, great numbers of the Rohillas, in confequence of the reduced
eftablifhment, have quitted the place, and retired with their families
“in queft of a maintenance.

The prefent jaghire is properly divided into two parts, Rampore,
called alfo Muftafabad, and Shah-Abad. The late treaty fixed the
valuation of the revenues at 10 lacks and 70,000 rupees per annum ;
~ but the above eftimate was made from a comparative ﬂatcme;}t'_of -
the Jumma, or gencral collection of twenty-two lacks.’ Thc.re ls.
reafon to fuppofe that the part now occupied by the Rohillas, is. ca- ‘
pable of yiclding a much larger fum; and if the induftrious fpirit \

of its inhabitants obtains permanency, it.will continue to increafe i m . :
value annually *, , 5% o

* During a furvey which was made by Captain James Mouatt, of !he Bungul mgs-

“J
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As a conclufive remark, it may be obferved, that in whatever di-
rcéhon we traverfe the dominions of the late Fizoolah Khan, the
f_amq,mduﬁry and attention to cultivation is exhibited ; and every
gencrous mind will doubtlefs join in a cordial wifh, that no ambi-
tious or ferocious chief will again difturb its internal peace and tran-

quiuiw. . »
nccré, byor;icr of gov&nmm, in the years 1795-6, to afcertain the boundarics of
the jaghire, the author, who accompanicd that gentleman, had an opportunity of a

perfonal infpection of every part of it, and from his inquiries and converfations with
many intelligent natives, he has been enabled to prefent the above documents.

.....
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Tranflation of a Letter from the Prince Mirza Juwaun Bukbt
- Yebaundar Shab, cldeff Son of Shab-Aulum, to b8 Majefly
George 111, King of Great Britain, mentioned in Page 157.

»

EXORDIUM *—~INVOCATION TO THE DELITY.

“« O THOU whofe praife is the firft object of the light and
¢ {plendour of dignified nature, with the celcbration of which the
“ thoughts and actions of the moft exalted monarchs ought ever to
« commence ; the dazzling brightnefs of whofe purity emanates like
“ the {un over the face of the whole creation, and the myfterious
«« power of whofe mighty arm is univerfally difplayed from the
* loweft carth to the higheft heavens. Counfel and affift in thy
‘* mercy, thy chofen prophet, Mahomed, whom thou haft appointed
“ the mefﬁ:ﬁgcr of thy truth to the children of men, and ftrengthen
*¢ and, confirm his righteous defcendants, and followers and compa-
‘“ nions, who are the foundation of the right way |

“ To the moft illuﬁrioﬁs prince, adorning the univerfe, in dig-

& All the letters from princes and great men throughout Afia are introduced with a
_fimilar exordium. For the Infha or formula, the rcader may confult the Ayeen
Akbary of Mr. Gladwin, or Dr. Balfour's ingenious tranflation of the Infha Her-
' Y12
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“ nity like Feridoon*, the monarch diftributing juftice over the warld,
“ cherifher of friends, and dreadful avenger of enemies, whofe
*“ throne is refplendent as that of Alexander, and magnificent as
““ Gemfhid+, of afped brilliant as the {un, and of aufpicious fortune,
¢ the moft exalted King of England, great as Durius 1, wife, mag-
* nanimous, lord of royalinfignia, who collects tribute from mighty
““ kingdoms, be it known and underflovd; Prior to this addrefs, your
*“ fuppliant has in the moft explicit manner reprefented to the throne
“ the afylum of the univerfe, that the difturbances which have arifen
“ within the empire of Hindoftaun, the diifenfions among the no-
‘¢ bility and Omrahs of high renown, the rebellious defigns of the
‘“ wicked, plots, treafons and confpiracies of difobedient fubjects,
* have been related to you by order of the imperial prefence our re-
“ nowned fovereign and venerable parent, (the Khakan§ of the
““ world, the bright taper of devotion of the great lord of the con-
““ junction (Sahib Keraun ||), and refplendent torch of the family of
“ (Goorgaun €) to the Nuwaub of exalted dignity, Mr. Haftings,
** Behauder, governor-general, that he might come to the aid and
*¢ afliftance of the royal family.

* In this expectation fora period of four years we (the prince)

* A king of Perfia famous for his juftice.

t A king of Perfia who is related to have built the palace of Perfepolis.

$ Darius the fon of Hyftafpes or Kifht-Afp.

§ Khakan, a Scythian or Mogul title, according to hiftorians firft adopted by the
great Timoor on his conqueft of Tartary, and fubfequently affumed by all his pofterity
who fat on the throne of Hindoftaun.

§ Sahib K::r?un From an aufpicious combination of the plancts at the time of his
nativity, or according to others, on his acceffion to the regal dignity.

« Goorgaun—the family from whom Timoor was defeended.
2
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** have refided with our friends the Englith, and our brother dear
* as life the vizir of the empire, and during that period we have
“ not failed to folicit from the counfellors of the Eaft-India Com-
. pmy the reftoration of our imperial authority, and the nc-eﬁa.bllﬂl-
‘“ ment of our paternal dominions.

~*“ During this interval, from the relaxed ftate of the government,
*“ and, in confequence of the arrival of the deceitful Marhattas, and of
o Sindiah (who is chief of the feditious) thofe difturbances and rebel-
‘‘ lions 1ncreafing in tenfold proportion have augmented the diftrefs
‘““ of our auguft parent ; and notwithftanding the wholcfome advice
‘¢ and falutary council given from the throne to the aforefaid chief to
*¢ conciliate the attachment of the ancient nobility, and extend protec-
*“ tion to the diftreffed peafantry (a conduét which, under divine fa-
‘“ your, gives fecurity and permanency to empire) that ungrateful
** chief, regardlefs of the royal will, has eftablithed himfelf in con- =
‘“ tinued and unvaried oppofition, until, having by his improper con-
‘¢ duct exafperated the Rajahs and princes of our empire, and particu-
** larly the moft illuftrious prince of Jynaghur, the pillar of fidelity,
‘“ Maharajah Pertaub Sing, as likewife the ruler of Joudpore, both of
““ whom are allied by blood to the royal family. Thofe warlike chiefs,
““ upiting to punifh the fource of oppreflion, gave him battle, and de-
*¢ feated him, {o that, deprived of his office of Amcer Al Omrah, or
¢ chief of nobles, he fell at once from the fummit of imperial favour,

% and was precipitated into the abyfs of annihilation and contempt.

* Amidft thefe viciflitudes of fortune, the machinations of the re-
¢ bellious increafed to an extent almoft immeafurable.

-
!

1
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't‘.;(__)n onc.ﬁﬁi‘c. Gholaum Caudir Khan (fon of the detefted Afghaun
«« Zabita Khan, whofe whole life tvas employed in confpiring againft
«« the fafety of the ftaté) has erected the ftandard of sebellion. 'His
“ example cnéouraging others, the difturbances became fo formi-
¢« dable as to penetrate even to the threfhold of the imperial palace,
“ fo that pur auguft parent was neceffitated to adopt the moft ftre-
« auous efforts to extinguifh this deflructive fire.

“ For this purpofe, he difpatched repeated and urgent commands
“ to this your fuppliant, as likewife to the governor-general of high
« dignity (Earl Cornwallis) as to our dear brother the vizir of the
““ empire, to come to the afliftance of the imperial court.

‘ But it appearing that on the arrival of the imperial demand,
“ ncither the governor-general or the vizir of the empire had re-
¢ ceived your majefty’s commands to that effect, they were of
e cdnﬁ:qucnoc conftrained to withhold the affiftance required.

““'We, therefore, girding the loins of circumfpeétion with the belt
¢ of refolution, and cafting our eyes towards future events, and the
““ mercies of divine providence in this ftormy ocean of our diftrefs,
““ rely on your majefty for the reftoration of our authority; and if
‘“ your majefty, who adorns the throne of the univerfe, will gracioufly .
«« condefcend to iffise your high commands to the governor-general to:
 effect the rcﬁoratfqn of the royal autherity in thefe kingdoms,
*“ punifh our rebellious fubjeéts, and re-eftablifh the auguft houfeof
“ Timoor, fuch condu will be perfectly confiftent with the dictates
““ of generofity and the ufages of fovercign princes; and finally, the



APPENDIX, IIL. 249
“ sefult of this kind interpofition by eflablifhing the repofe of the peo-
‘“‘ple of God, and affording peace and plenty to a diftracted empire,
““will render your Majefty’s name renowned among the princes of
« the earth, S el

*¢ As our honoured parent, his imperial majefty, bound by every
“ tie of gratitude, regards your majefty as a brother dearer than life,
*“ {o this your fuppliant hopes to be honoured by the endearing appel-
““ lation of your nephew. .

“ For the refl, may the fun of your majefty’s grandeur and pro-
““ {perity be perpetually refplendent in the fphere of glory and aufpi-
“* cious fortune.”

The above letter was written at the commencement of the'year 1787, previous to the
prince’s departure from Lucknow to Delhi the laft time; though the author has not
been able to learn from the moft diligent inquiry whether it was ever fent to England,
but as the fubje@-matter of it contains a faithful piéture of the wretched ftate of the
royal family at that period, he has deemed it worthy of infertion.

4 .
To Major Oufely, whofe acquifitions in caftern literature have already -
fo much benefited the Public, the author begs leave to offer his hcarty_
thaaks for theufe of the elegant Perfian type of the above letter, with-
out which affiftance he fhould have fuftained much inconvenience.
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Tree Tranflation, in Verfe, of an Elegy compofed by Sba.b-dufkm
qﬁ'ﬂ‘ the foﬁ qf bis Sight, as quoted in chapter Icfb page 180.

o ,!l;- ,WI—{IEIREl{v\r_i‘th bnght pomp the ftately domes arife,
In yon dark tower an aged monarch lies, .
Fotlorn, deje@ed, blind, replete with woes,

In tears his venerable afpeét fhews ;

As through the lonely courts T bent my way,

Sounds ftruck my car, which faid, or feem’d to fay,

~¢¢. Lo, the dire tempeft gathering from afar,

¢ In dreadful cloqu has dimm’d the imperial ftar;
¢ Has to the wmds, a.nd broad expanfe of heaven,
45 My, ftate, my myalty, and kingdom given ;

5, 'lzqnc was, O King, when clothed in power {'ﬁpremc, -
da@hj vgcg‘vg[as heard, and natlons hail’d the theme ;

:‘&Noy fad rcvq:fe for ford:d luft of gold,
< By tr Qrous wxles, thy throne, and cmp:rc fold

l"& j" *a .-...,?-.:’-
3 %Wﬁtﬁﬂ fix lines, wh)pb are ;ncreiy mtrodu&ory, andm be
A __..;%n_t‘ MmummmMmgchMmug
e _,dm mnmmntofﬂwclegyi mdxeklng’mwnwor&u.
.:,_-.".' ":,"_ : KK 2 ’
N T S
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“See yon fierce Afghan"’ with- intemperate hatte, o g o
Gleams like a meteor thrpugh the palacc wafle, e _.,Z.s %
Frowning, terrific, threatens with a grave |

Thy progeny, O Tlmoor, good and brave;

Yet, not the tncatmant from th? inhuman foe,

Not all my kingly ftate in duﬁ l:ud low,

Can to this breaft fuch torturmw pain 1mpart

As does, O Nazirt, thy detefted art ;

But tho’ too late, the day of reckoning come, . -

The tyrant whom thou fcrv’dﬁ has feal’d thy dooﬁ:

Has hurled thee, rebel, headlong from the height

Of power abufed, and done thy fovereign right :

Chafte partners of my bed, and joys ferene,

Once my delight, but now how changed the {cene |
Condemned with me in plaintive ftrains to mourn,,

The fcanty pittance from our offspring torn!

The viper, whom with foftering care I h'ur&,, |

Deep in my bofom plants his fting accurft ;

Riots in blood, and heedlefs of his word, : . A

Pants for the ruin of his fovereign lord. =~
Nobles ingrate}, upheld by power and pride,

To whom our favours never were demcd e R Lt B

See to what mxfcxy and dire dxfgrm:c,h (5 A, S A

Your P“-"l'ﬁdy accurfed, has brought a royal races’ ©© <
ot s Ao i e ;..!.: ;

o Gholanm. Candir dehade. st ey T ot 3h el DATOMN, By 77 <0 gk |
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‘“ Bright northern ftar from Cabul’s rﬁ]ms adval?c;. L_
* Imperial Timoor* pmze the avenging lance, 5
“ On thefe vile traitors quick deftruétion pour,
‘* Redrefs my wrongs, and knngly rights reftore ;
“ Thee too, O Sindiah, illuftrious chief,

" ** Who once didft promife to aﬂ'ord rehef
‘“ Thee I invoke, exert thy generous aid,
“ And o'er their heads high wave the avenging bladc.
‘¢ And ye, O faithful pillars of “my flate,
« By friend(hip bound, and by my power clate,
“ Haften, O Afuf}, and ye Englifh chicfs,
¢ Nor blufh to ﬁ_)bt'l'i'ian injured monarch’s griefs ;

i

*“ But{tay my foul, unworthy rage difown,

* Learn to fuftdin the lofs of fight and throne;

*¢ J.earn that impérial pride, and ftar-clad power,

‘¢ Are bue the fleeting pageaﬁts of an hou_r 3 Ry, 1)

“ 1In the true crucible of dire dlﬁrefs, > _ , e '

*¢ Purged of alloy, thy {forrows foon thall ccafc 3

“* What ! though the fun of empire and command,

““ Shorn of its beams, cnlig’hten_s_g;ﬁ:} the land ;

\ iy
* Timoor Shah, king of Cabul, on hu ﬁthu, thc Abdalleea, Iaﬁ wﬁt to Delhi,
*  was inarried to a princefs of the royal &mily, ‘which gives his l'on, anruun Shah. a
! claim to the tivone of Hindoftaun, e
. f.M‘qulDowla, vmroftheanpm .2 b

4 Itis much to be lamented, that the flatc of politics at Calcutta could not, ‘at
,tha.tnme, admit ofgo\rcmmmtm:crfemg the oceafion—for fuch was the influerice









