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who. from long arrears, had become clamorous fo·r l':1y. The 

Mogu1 chief lent a deaf ear to his folicitations ; and infla med wld, 

pride, accompanied his rcfufal wi th d ifrcfpcCtful 1:U1 g' uagc to the 

pnnce. Difguiled at this treatment from a cii fuhrl ticilt fubj ca . 

Mirza Juwaun Bukht quitted Agrah. and repaired 10 the c:lmp of 

Gholaum Cadir Khan, who was then in the neighbourhood of 

Deig: but meeting with fimilar treatment from that chief, and \ikc

wife narrowly cfeaping from a trcacllt:!fouS plot laid to cr.lrap his 

perC on by the perfidious Rohilla. the prince now for ever reJin'luithcd 

aU hope of fe-infiating himfclf in his authority. As a Jan mark of 

attachment and affeCtion lO his friend s. he difpofcd of [uch effects 

as remained from the wreck of his fortunes, which he divided 

equal1y among th(!m; after which. ;ltfcndcd only by his family :t lld 

a few felcd: adherents, with an aching heart he once marc took the 

road to Bcnares, and repaired to his former ar}'ium among the En_ 

gliih. The gencrofity of that nation again received him, and con

finned to him his former allowances under difpofal of Mr. Duncan. 

the Brilifh refident. To fo)Jow his eventful 'life to its clore, it is 

only neceffary to remark, that after fame months rcfidcnce at that 

place, he terminated both his life and misfortunes. The circum .. 

ftaneet; which attendt!d his death are pouticol.u.. About the middle 

of September of the current year, he paid a viiit to the ihrinc of ::t 

M ahomedan faint at the fortrers of Chunar; and on his return ap. 
peared much cxhaulted by the fatigues of the day and an intcnfc hot 

fun. Towards midhight ·k · grew worfe; and though every allif

tance was afforded him, bOlh by his own and European phyficians, 

• MS. NUTal:ivc of Syud Rcni Khan. 
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it proved of no avail. At the dawn of day he afofe, and iPl 
great agitation proceeded to the apartments of his favouri te concu~ 
hine. \-\"here, on his arrLval, he called for 3n infant child who was 

aflcep; but before the child could be brought. he was attacked with 
violent fparms. and during a 1110 rt interval from pain, llad jufi fuf

ticic:nt lime to ditlate a Jetrcr to the Brili(h governor-general, r~com

mending his fam ily to the protection of the Engl i!h nation. which 

being fini!hed, he expired quietly a few minutes after in the forty_ 

eigluh year of his age. His remains were interred with every fuit

able: attention and honours due to his high r,ank. Agreeably to his 
defire, the pention which had been allowed him was condnued to 

his family. 

Mirza Juwaun Bukht Jehaundar Shah, though from capacity not 

fitted for the bufy (cenes of aetive li fe, nor po{fe{fmg any talents for 

government , was neverthelcfs irreproachable in his private charac!ler,. 

and deemed by all an accompliftled gentleman. To his friends he 

was conftanr, and to his dependants humane and benevo]ent. His 

domdlic qualities and filial piety have been already exhibited tOJhe 

world by teilimony the moll refpeet.ble . : and in his difpofition he 

poifciTed, in an eminent degree, that charatl.ereftic amial>ility, which 
fucceffive hifiorians have unanimoufiy attributed to the princes of the 

houfe of Timoor . 

• Sec Mr. Ha.fting,- LenerJl'Otn Lutbow, AprilI7S+~ 

z 



A. D. 1788.) SHAH·AULUM. 

CHAP. X. 

Arrival qfRANAH KH.AN ill/he Doa AS-Affain illlh~ JVPORt 

Pr()'TJinc~Spiriud Com/liB if BEG UM SOMRoO-OrtUrrtncu· 

-IsMAEE L BEG i,difeattd-JuII8ioll if tbat Chiifwitb G"O
LAUM CADIR KUAN-Tht'ir llllrigun-SHAH..AuLUM U' 

dethrollld-Occurrrnccs-Conc!ujion. 

SINDIAH. who, as related in the preceding pages , had retired 

after his defeat aCTofs the river Chumbul, and waited for a reinforce

ment in the neighbourhood of Gua1ior. The new levies being ar

rived from Deccan at the commencement of the current year, he, :It 

their head, entered the Doa Ab. The arrival of the Marhatta chief, 

while it encouraged the king to hope for rdief from his difire(fc5, 

at the fame time, awakened the fears of the Mogul Tords, who 

were well aware that their late conduct tOwards their fovereign 

would not be patfed over with impunity. They conne(ted thcm_ 

felves, therefore, by firmer bonds, and prepared to refill the Mar

hatta arms. 

l(maeel Beg ftill lay before Agrah, but (rom the aClive vigilance 

of Lukwajee, the Marhatta general, he had hitherto made but 
flow progrefs in the liege of that place. During thefe tranfaClions, 

affairs at court had alfumed. different .fpeet; Shah·Aulum quitting 

Delhi, marched his anny into the province of JynaghuT. Pertaub 
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Sing, ruler of (hat country, in omitting to fend to court the accut 

tomed tribute, evinced h is difaifdtion to the fby a) l'uufe, and excited 

the refentment of the court. Pertaub Sing afTcmblcd his army on 

the frontiers. and appeared difpofed to rcfit1; but on the approach 

of the king's tfOOPS, he was, through the perfuafion of Rajah 

Himmut Behadur, induced to offer terms of fubmiilion . The latttt 

thief, who "had great influence with the king, had the addrefs to 

apporc his anger, and by promifing, on the part of Pertaub Sing, 

a confiderable fum in ready money, and a future incrcafe of t'he tri

bute , he prevailed on his majefiy to pardon his di f.'dfed ion. As 

the king's neeeffities were then very great, thefe conceffions were ac

cepted without djfllculry J and, to complete the tvconcjIiation, the 

Jynaghur prince was introduced into the royal camp, cloathed m a 

{plendid khillut, and, afterwards, in an honourable maruler, dif .. 

mificd to his own capital. 

Thcfe matters being arranged, Shah-Auium proceeded on his 

route, and"ol) his march continued to receive the fubmiilion of va· 

rious inferior Zemilldars, who, from their remote fitua tion, had 

bce~nabled to withhold payment of the revenues, and, for a (cries 

of years, to bid defiance to the court with impunity . One difeon

tented chief alone ailI withheld his allegiance; Nujuff Cooh l~.hart) 

who, it may be remembered , took an act ive parl during the admi .. 

nifinuion of the la,'c Afrafiab Khan, was at this time in poffeffion 

of the fir9ng (ort of Gocul Ghur. VJ hen fummoned to {uffender 

himfelf to Sbah-Aulum , he peremptorily r<fufed fubmillion, and 

prepared himfelf for a vigorou$ refi1lnn~e. Prior to the co~menc('

ment of hofiili,ics, an cfl'prt w~s mali. through 'he jnJlucnce of the 
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Nazir to effect an amicable accommodation; by his advice, Nujuff 

Cooli Kh.'ln offered, if his majefly would condefcend to confer upon 

him the vacant office of Amcer Al Omrah, to which, from his 

birth and connettions, he deemed hirnfclf entitled, he ''"QuId with 

all humility. not only immediately del,ivcr IIp the foTt of GocuJ 

Ghut, but, moreOVCl, forward to court a Paifllculh of fix lacks 

of rupees; lie condudcd his propofal by obferving, that fueh a 

mark of the royal favour was the only means of prcferving him from 

the rcfcntment of his numerous and inveterate enem ies \\'110 wCte 

bent on his total overthrow. Thc·fc propof.lls were laid before a. 

counci l afTcmblcd at that time, and the king, from a defire of pre

{erving peace, would have acceded to the tcrms prdt:ribcd, but fome 

leading men in the council inclined his majctly to Other meafures ; 

they reprefcnted Nuj uff Cooli Khan as a man void of honour or 

principle. whofe prefent propo(;t!s \\'CIe only a CO"!'I to dcfigns of 

a more ambitious nature, and dictated hy the:: mon infi<.lio\.J s policy , 

that. whell Ollce firmly dbblifhcJ in the high oHiLC of Amcer 

A l Onu-ah, and beyond the powt.:r of controul, he would thLn trcat 

his fovereign wi th his accuilomed inloJcncc and difrefpcCl; they 
therefore urged his (peedy cbaflift.:ll1l:nt. Swayed by Ihefe councils, 

the king, having firJl difmiffcd the mcffcngcrof Nujuff Cool; K.han, 

commanded an immediate invefiiwre of the fort. The royal army 

at thiS time was compofed of feveral battalions of Nejeebs. the body 

'guard. called the red battalion ; a very confiderable body of M ogul 

horfe ; and three difciplined battalions of Sepoys, which had be

longed ta ~hc latc Somraa. and were then con)m:lndcd by his Begum 

iQ perfon, and furnilhcd with a refpeCtable artillery, fervcd by Eu

ropca1) cannoneen. The.head-quarters of Nujulf Cooli Khan wero. 
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~t a village about one mile diflan t from the fort. The remainder 

of his force, under the command of Mun(oor Khan, " .. ert: fia.

tioned in Gocul Ghur. The rebel entrenchments being (hongly for-

• tified. his majdly directed Rajah Himmut Behadur and Shah Meer 

Khan. with a chofen detachment, to erect batteries againll: the viJIage. 

and with the remainder of his army, he, in perfon, inveftc:d the 

fort of Gocul Ghur. The batteries of H immut Behadur foon com

menced a vigorous fire upon Nujuff Coati Khan', intrenched poll, 

but at the moment of making an evident impreffion. an unfortunate 

accident .occurred, which not only changed the face of affairs, but 

brought the king 's perCon into the moil imminent periJ. 

The officers who {erved in the camp of Himmut Behadur, dlf

gufted at their abfence from their comrades in the grand army, and 

harralfed by inceffent duty in the trenches, forgot the danger of 

·thcir fituation. and abandoned themfdve~ to the molt licentious ex

cefs ; nor could all the admonition or threats of thei r commander 

prevail on them to ddi fi; they parred the whole nig ht in riot and 

debauchery, and the foldiers availing themfelves of the pernicious · 

example, indulged themfehes in fimilar excefs. Nujuff Cooli 

Khan, who was equally brave as vigi·Jaot, informed by his (pies:, 

of what was tranf.Cling, refolved to profit. by the .enemy'. n~glett. 

and folly; baving feleCled a (hong detachmeot of caNalry, .he pUI ' 

himCdf at their head, and, marching in lil~nce out of hi.1Ij entrench_ 

ment, he feU with great violence upon the royal troops as they Jay 

buried in fieep, and under the influence of tbeir late debauch. A 

dreadful and indifcriminate fiaughtcr now took plac~. the lines were 

inftantly carried, and a very large booty acquiIed by the foldi= of 
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Nujuf\' eooH Khan. The terror excited by this extraordinary .ttack 

. was Co gre'll , that the news being comm unicated to the main body 
of the king 's army t they were thrown into diforder. and began to 

prepare for flight; nor did the mifchic:f end there, for, to incrcafe 

the difmay, jull: al' the moment the lines were carried, Munroor 

Khan. who commanded in Gecul Churl by a preconcerted agree

ment with Nujuft' Cooli Khan , iffuct! out of the town with :l {\rong 

detachment.. and four pieces of cannon. Having, by a ci rcuitous 

Ioute, reached the rear of the foyni army. he commenced a verr 

heavy fire from his artillery; the confufion in camp now incfl·n.fcd

tenfold; every thing was uproar, diforder, and difmilY. The 

king himfe1f was, by this manreuvre. expo{ed to the greatelt perra

na! d:lOgcr, and the royal tenrs bcing within range of the thot, many; , 
perfons about his majdly were kil1ed lllld wounded. In Ihis dif_ 

trad:ed, fiate the king was advifed to remove with the royal family,. 

(there being at this time fix princes in the camp) to the Hcmwul, 

or advanced guard of the army, which was withoul the ril nge of 

the enemy's cannon. To that {pot , on the firll alarm, Shah Meer 

Khan had repaired, and was endeavouring by his pre renee and ex

ample to animate and rally the flying troops. The king'! tents

were: accordingly /huck, and Shah-Aulum, accompanied by his fa_ 

mil:Y. pro~ee~ed to the advanced guard. But the misfortune was 

now happily re:medied by the magnanimity and gallantry of Begum 

Somroo. That fpirited woman was encamped to the right of the 

line; her force remained entire, unaff'eded by the general panic. 

and,1\ood ready in drefl'ed ranks. On perceiving the extreme con

fuGon that reigned throughout the line, !he bravely r.colved, by. a 

ll"fonal c/fort, to prevent the king'. difgrace I lb. fent a refl'cctfulJ 
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mcft:.lgc to his majefty . de firing him to repair to her quarters, and 

alrured him of her determined refolution to puni!h the rebel. or pe

rin, in the attempt. At the (arne time, the. on the field. wrote a 

fllort note, which fllC difpatehed to Nujuff Cooli Khan. upbraiding 

him with his ingratitude towards the king, and threatening him 

with immediate and exempla~y chafiifement. The gallant lady III thrn 

getting. into her palanquin. placed hcrfclf at the head of JOO of her 

own repays. :1ccompanied by a fix pounder. commanded by an Eu
ropean officer. With this detachment (be proceeded to the fpot oc

cupied by Munfoor Khan. and advancing upon the rebel with much 

fpirit. Ole commanded her palanquin to be fet down, and ordered 

her artillery to charge with grape nlOt; :J. well -d jrected tire from the 

gun, affi(lcd by vollies of fmall arms from the fepoys , foon had 

the defired effect. Munroor Khan. aftonifhed at this fudden and 

unexpeaed check, hegan to give ground, and having loft: numbers 

of his men , he retreated with precipitation under the walls of the 
fort. The king's troops hav ing now time to breathe. were rallied, 

under the direCtion of Himmut Bchadur and Shah Meet K,han i 

mo'il of them hav ing rejoined their fiandards, attacked the enemy. 

in their turn with great fpirit. when a.fter a {hOft, but defperate, 

conftiCt, Nujuff' CocE Khan was compelled to retire, but not before 

the gallant Shah Meer Khan had fallen, pierced by a mu!ket ball. 

His lofs was fincerely and clefervedly regretted by the king and the 

whole army. Order being once more reftored, the king direded Iri. 
tents to be pitched, wlricb done, he bethought of be(low,ng a fuitabIe 

reword to the gallant female who had ptefervcd hi:n from imminent 
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defiruCtiol3.. Having fent for her to tho Durbac, in the warmelt 

term, he praiCed l,er gallantry . and thanked her for the fen'ice O,e 
had that day rendered him; he cloalhcd her in a magnificent veil, 

and, in addition to l1er forhler titles, honoured her with the appellation 

<)f II his rnott beloved daughter." It was, indeed, by all acknow. 

ledged . Ihat the intrepidity mallifefted by the Begum on (0 trying 

an occafion., merited the moO: honourable reward; to her courage 

and rcfolution was owing. not only the rafety of the army, but ht!f 

fovcl'cign's life. 

Nujuff eooH Khan, difpiritcd by his late defeat, now condcfcen. 

dcd to talk in a more bumble firain. and being wcllacquaintcd with 

the influence of Begum Somrao at court, he endeavoured to avail 

himfdf of her good offices to plead his pardon with Ihe king; he 

declared his fincere contrition for his late intemperate conduCt , and 

offered. as an atonement. a larger fum of money than what he had 

before promifed. wi.th profefljons of fidc:lity in future. The king, 

deJirous of repofe from the fatigues of the field, was not ullwjlJjllg 

co liften to thefe folicitations, and in a lew dl1Ys a pardon was made 

out for the rebel chief, and h<: was received at court. The money 

agreed on having been paid into the royal trcarury. his majefty re

turned with tbe army to Delhi. 

We mull now return to Ifmaeel Be-g, who was ftiJl employed on 

the fiegc of Agrah when he received the alarming intelligence of 

the approach of the Marhattas. 

Si,ndiah . who as before obferY£d, had re-entered the Doo Ab, 
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having, in the courfe of his route, recovered {everal forrrclfes under 

the Mogul chiefs, and redllced them to obedience, refolved to hazard 

a general action for the recovery of his .luthoricy. For this pUfpafe, 

he firfi: rent forward his favourite general, Ranah Khan. with 6000 

[eleCt cavalry, and brought up the remainder of his army in perfon; 

Theyadvanced by cafy marches towards the city of Agrah. If. 

macel Beg, previous to their arrival, had ftrengthened himfclf by 

engagements \vith Gholaum Caudie Khan, <lnd jf both parties had 

abided by the compact, it is probabl~ their united fOf(jC would have 

defeated the Marhaua army. and defiroycd the hopes of Sindiah ; 

but unfortunately for lfmaed Beg, his verfatile affocia(c, at this im~ 

parrant cri lis , defertfd him, and, ::JCtuatcd either by caprice or 

treacherous defign, marched away with his whole {orce, juft as the 

Marhatra ann)' appeared in fight. Thus abandoned, Ifmaeel Beg 

did not yield to the diCtates of defpondency or pufillanimous [ear, 

but refolving, by his own aCtivity and courage to counterbalance the 

defetlion of his unworthy colleague; he prepared himfelf for battle 

on the '22d of Augufi, in the current year, under the walls of 

Agrah; a defperate action enfued, and fo well was the pahn of vic

tory contefit!d, that both parties fuftained a very heavy lofs , but for

tune inclining to the Marhattas, Umace! Beg was compelled to quit 

the ficld, and almofi: alone to crofl> the river Jumua; be fled fO the 

frontiers (.If the vizir's territory ;-the whole of the camp equipage, 

(rcafuce, and artillery, feU into the hands of the conquerors; and 

Ranah Khan, on the enfuing morning. made a triumphant entry 

into Agrah; which furrendered, after fufiaining a fiege of upwarot.-

or a year. 
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This viCtory , the moll complete that had been gained by the 'con

tending parties for many years, enfured the afccndancy of the Mar

hatt. authority; and had Ranah Khan availed himCelf of the general 

panic which it excited, he might have taken immediate polfdTion 

of Delhi . That fiep would have entirely defeated the ambitious 

intrigues of "the Mogul nobi li ty. an'd prevented the degradation and 

difgrace of the unfortunate Shah-Aulum. But previous to entering 

into this melancholy detail, it wi ll be neceftary to recur to the 6. 

tuation of the fugitive chief, Ifmaed Beg, and of Gholaum C:ludir 

Khan. 

Scarcely had the latter chief quitted his afiociate, when he repen

ted of his perfidy, and would have returned to his alliftance. but it 

was too late; he learnt the news of his total deftar by Ranah Khan, 

and finding his force infufficienl 10 make head aga infl: the 1'Vlarhatta$, 

l1c rleetned it for the pre rent more prudent to decline a ('ante{\: ,

~itting the neighb" urhood of Agmh , he fuddenly appeared before 

the fort of Ali Gllur , a place then garrifoncd by Sindiah's troops;

by a vigorous arrault he carried the fort. and obtained a confidcrnble 

booly ; after leaving a body of his own men in the place. he took 

the road to Del hi. 

It was at this period Gholaum Caudir firH formed his refoJution 

'f() {trike a decifivc blow i he c.,w the fupinenefs of the Marhatta 

army. and the defencelefs {late of the capital, and being totally 

void of principle, and heedlefs of confeq ucnccs . he formed and ex

·C'cuted the bold defign of plundering the imperial palace, and de

throning his fovcreigll . In order to facilitate the accompliihment 
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of his plan, he pre\doufly fent letters to his former colleague, If

m ned Beg, in wh ich, after many apologies for his late behaviour 

towards that chief, he faithfcily promifed for the future to O,arc 

his fortunes. To excite his compliance, he laid open the propa Ced 

method of accompliOling this daring enterprize, and tempted his 

avaricious fp irit with the hopes of rioting in the hidden wealth and 

treafures which wefe faid to be depofitcd within the royal pala(>e. 

T o thefe propofals, however nefarious , l(maeeI Beg, though at the 

expenee of his honour, Ceru pled not to yield a ready affcnt. He 

accordingly quitted the place of his reti reml"nt . and lhort1y after 

arrived in the c:amp of Gholaum Caudi r. He was received with 

every mark of cordiality and refpect . ilnd the two chiefs. after 

making a fuitable arrangement of their force. commenced their 

march towards the capital. 

A M:uhatta garrifon. uncler the command of Himmut Behadur. 

fiil! occupied the fort and city of Delhi. Budd Beg Khan. Solc

maun Beg. and other lords. were alfo at this time ahout the king. 

The confpirators, on their arrival at the eaftern bank of the river 

Jumna, Oppohte to the palace, difpatched a meifenger to court, de

manding . in infolent and th reatening terms, an immediate admif

{ion to the royal prefence. Shah-Aulum, who was well acquainted 

with the perfidious difpofitions of thefe chiefs, refolutely refufed them 

entrance, and relying on the fi delity and attachment of his nobJes, 

hoped . by Iheir exertions, to defeat the traitors' machinations.

But, alas, how miferab ly was the unfortunate prince deceived I 

Thofe very men. inlliga ted by the detdled policy of the Nazir. 

eOlereci d6fcly into the views of the rebel chiefs, and, forgetful of 
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·tlfe confidence and beneficent attention of their king, during a reries 

of thirty year~ , they hefitated not to abandon him in the hour of 

his di(heCs. To this defedion was added, Iikewi(e, thaI o( Rajah 

Himmut Behadur, who, by a difgraceful and precipitate retreat 

from his pofr, fuUied his reputa tion as a {oldier, and 11i5 loyalty as 

a (lIbjed. 

Sha.h-AlIIum was thus left in a defcncdcfs fiatc; and every ob ... 

ftacle being removed, Gholaum Cadie Khan and his wicked afocia{e 

proceeded to the perpetration of their atrocious delign. T wo thou~ 

fand R ohillas accompanied the traitors: on their arrival at fhe palace, 

they were met by the Nazir, who introduced them into the king's 

prefence. Gholaum Caudir and Ifmaeel Beg, placing themfclvcs on 

each fide the throne, performed the cufiornary reverence. GhoJaum 

Caudir then rcprcfc:r:-ted to his majelly I that, forced by the machina

tions of his enemies. who had flandered his reputation by calumnious 

charges , he had come to vindicate himfelf in the pre[cnce. 

Shah_AllIum, in reply, declared him(eJf (alislied with the con

duet of Gholaum Cadir in every point of "jew; and in tcfiimony 

of his cfteem. embraced the traitor. It was then hinted to the 

king, that the ho~r for his ufual repafi: being arrivtd, it would be 
proper for his majefty to retire into the Haram. On his mf\jcl1y's 

qeparture, ~he chiefs, who remained in the audience chamber, en

tered into c10fe debate on 'the execution of their plot. Agreeably (0 

Ihe advice of the Nazir, the treafurcr of the houfchold, Sec:tul Dofs, 

was directed to repair to the king. and acq uaint him of the nC(lcfTi lY 

which ."i/kd of a prince of the royal family being immedialely 
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appointed to attend the army in a progrefs through the provinces j 

that Gholaum Caudir would charge himfelf with the conduCt of ' the 

war againfl: the Marhauas; and that, as a pledge for his own honour 

<tllli fafety, the command of the citadel and garrifon fh o\lJd be jm~ 

med iately delivered up to fuch pcrlons as he might choofe to nomi

nate. In order., however, to quiet the king's apprehenfions, and 

evince the {incerity of his o ~vn intentions, the crafty RohilJa with 

his own hand framed a treaty, jn which , as a return for the confi

dence that was rcpofed in him, the traitor folemnly fwore to defend 

the perfon and interd1:s of the king againfl: all oppoCtuan. 

The treaty being properly iig·ncd, Seetul Oafs carried it to the 

our ward indofure of the Haram. \\ here it was del ivered to an atten .. 

dant, who conveyed it to his majefiy. The king having peru fed it, 

the treaCurer was caJled in, That nobleman, fa'ithful to his king, 

frankly told h im that no reliance could be placed on the notorious 

perfidy of the Rohilb chIef. He mentioned the cabals of the rebch; 

in te;rms forrowIul and indignant; and, as a tdl:imony of his own 

loyaity. he offered to return and put Gholaum Cadir Khan to inilant 

death. T o mduce a compliance with his requeft. the treafurer 

urged that there was Rill a fufficient force Iwithin the palace to {upw 

POrt the act, and expel the traitor's troops.. But the king, by 

fome unaccountable infatuation. refufed his {.'\nclion to the deed', 

though it was the only probable means of extricating himfdf from 

his perilous fituation. He rcjet-Ied the propofal. and direCted the 

treafurer to rctum to the rebels, and acquaim them with his acqui

cfcence to the terms of the treaty. 
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Meanwhile great numbers of the Rohillas who had entered the 

palacc, pen~trated in a tumultuous and diforderly manner into e"ery 

part; nor was aAY fieps taken by their chiefs to repel tbe outragc.s 

chey cotnmj~tcd. Shah-Aulum. informed of the circum{hll1ce, 

came forth from the Haram. and going to the audience chamber, 

rcquefi:cd qf Gholaum Cadi T that he would, after placing the proper 

<;entine1s within the fort, order the remainder ?f hi s troops to with

dra w. The traitor profeffed obedience; but had no (ooner reached 

the outer gate o f the fOlt, than , infiead of making the propared 
arrangc-:ment, he gave the lignal for Ihe remainder of his guards to 

enter, which they infian tly did; and in a few moments, the fort 

and palace, as well as tbe adjoining fort of Sc1im Ghur, were in 

porrcfIion of the rebds. 

The king's guards were now difarmed, and their officers put into 

clofe confinement. This additional infult being reported to the 

king •. he direCted an attendant to go to Gholaum Cadir, and in. 

{hong terms to remonfirate and reproach him for his conduCt.

.. The ink *, .. [aid the unhappy monarch, .. with which (he folemn 

" treaty was wriuen is fcaree yet dry, when he breaks his faiLh"· 

The f(:tnonfirance proved of no avall. for the rebel having confined ... 
every P(rfOI1 who might be able to al1~ fi the king, proceeded to the 

perpetration of additional indignities. Entering armed into the au

dience chamber, he infolently demanded aiIignrncnts for the payment 

of hi~ troop.s , who were then clamorous for their arrears. The. 

king in vain rleaded his total inability to afford any relief, but rold 

the rebel to fcizc UpOIl whatever he thought proper within the EtC-

• MS. narrative of Syud Reu.i Khan. 
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cinCts of the palace. After much altercation, and a difgrace~ul 

fecne, the unfortunate Shah-A ulum was permitted to return to h i~ 

H aram , to ruminate on his mifcrable and degraded fiate . 

The plan now approached its termination. Early on the enfu ing 

mornmg. the rebels in concert, at the head of a Illlll1CrOlis band off 

followers, well armcp . entered the audience chamber where Shah-. 

Allium was fitting. Completely {urrounding the throne, they flernly 

commanded the princes of the royal fami ly who were pedellt to 

rctire within the Haram.-They obeyed.- Gholaum Caudir then 

difpatched a mdfenger to the fort of Sclim Ghue, which is conti

guous to the palace, to bring forth Bee~ fon of the late 

emperor Ahumud Shabo T he tra itor then .approached the throne, 

ilnd took up the n~icld ilnd fcymetar , wh id1 , as emblems of ro,r

ahy, were placed on a cllfllion before the king: thefe he conllgned 

to the hands of an attendant, and turn ing towards Shah-Auh,lI11, 

llernly commanded him to defcend; .. Better , {aid the aged mo

narch, far better wi ll it be for Gholaum Caudir to plunge his daggcr 

in my bofom, than load me with fuch indign ity j " the Rohill~, l 

frowning. put h is hand to his fword, but ,thc Nazir at rhl! inflant, 

ftcpping up, prevented him from drawing it . With unblufhing 

effrontery he then turned towardS' his fovereign, and audacioufly 

told him, thdt refinance being vain, he would do well to comply 

with the traitor's demand. Abandoned by all, the king (hen rofe 

from his fea t and ret ired to the Haram , and a few minutes after 

Bcedar Shah made his appearance i""""The was faluted by the rebels as 

emperor of Hindofiaun, under the title of Jehal$ Sh'!,h, and the 

cufiomary Nazirs having been Yfcfentcd t the event was llcoc1aimed 
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to the ci!izens of Delhi by the found of trumpet, and the acdamll_ 

tions of the populace. 

In return fdr thefe important Cervices, the new king delivered to 

GhoJaum Caudir an order upon the revenues for thirty~(jx lacks of 

rupees , a grant in appeamncc confiderable. hut, in faa, of no real 

v:tlue, as the difiraCted fiate of the country. occafioned by the late 

difrurbances, had totally drjcd up every fouree of revenue or erno. 

lument, and the ufurper, though declared fole manager of affai rs, 

could hope to procure wealth only by extortion. The family of 

the dethroned king were now direCted to retire within the forr of 

Selim Ghur, and thofe of Jehaun Shah to occupy their .partments 

. in the palace. Jchaun Shah, however. too foon found himfelf an 

idle pageant in the hands of his pretended friends. On applying 

to Gholaum Caudir to accompany him on a vifit to the great cathe~ 

dral . to receive the royal invefliture with the accufiomcd folemnity 

in the eyes of the pt!Op)e. the tyrant :lnfwered, that the time proper 

for fuch ceremony was not yet l ome, and that bufincfs of greater 

moment firfl: demanded his attcntion; in the mean time great diflrc:fs 

prevailed within the w .. li ls of 'the H aram. and the nits of femal("~ 

were heard aloud . 

• The next fi.("p taken by the rebelliolls ch iefs . was to {enll a party 

of {oldie]':; to the palace of the two aged princetres , Maleka Zimani. 

and S:lhiba MahiU. T hefe ladies were the widows of the dcccafed 

emperor Mahmud Shah . and had, for marc than twcnty years, hved 

in a manner entirely (eeluded from the world, As they were known, 

not anI ;' to be very rich, but to poffcfs confiderablc influence over 

A A 
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the royal family , they were now ordered to court, and , on their ar

rival, direCled to vint the Haram, and perfuadc: the females there 

confined, quietly to deliver up their jewels and valuable effects. 

The office Wai invidious... 

Some perfons in Delhi have not fcrupleJ to affirm, that the prin

ceiTes refufcd compliance with the order I and pleaded their advahced 

age and high rank as rcafoos for declining the office; but, on the 

other hand. they are accu[ed of having encouraged the ufurper. 

and to have endeavoured , by intrigue. to form a fecret treaty to raire 

to the throne a relation of their own. Certain it is they vifited the 

Hnram, but without the fuccefs expected, and on theiT return, de

dined farther interference j this conduCt contributed only to exaf

perate the tyrant. With inhuman rapacity he caufed thofe venerable 

ladies to be robbed of all their property, which the benevolence of 

their emperor, in morc profperous days, had heft-owed upon them,' 

and they were afterwards comm,anded to retire to ~heir own habita

tion. 

The thirty-fix lacks of ru~es, as before flated, not coming into 

the treafury. Gho]aum Caudir infolently threatened the new king 

with his revere difpleafure, and added, in terms farcafiicaJly poig-
• nant, that as he had elevated him to his prefent dignity, he could, 

with equal facility. deprive him of it. Perceiving the tyrant's 

drift, Jeha\11l Shah reti red into the Haram, a~d having, partly by 

menaces and alternate Coothings. conftrained the unhappy women to 

deliver up their jewels and ornaments, 

them in tray. to Gholaum Caudir. 

3 

and other valuables, he fent 

The royal family were, by 
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this means, reduced to great diftre(s; the cries within the Haralll 
Qeqrne much louder, and their fuff"crings more acute i and wi,th 

forrow we relate, that to-fa high a pitch was it carded, that fome 

<?f the inferior order of females actually pc:dflled fOI want, or urged 

by the 'bittcrnefs of defpair. raired their hands againfi their own 

lives. Infenfible to the genernl diftrefs, and unfatiateu with pluod'er, 

Gholaum Caudir Khan finding he 113d nothing more to expea- from 

the new king t proceeded to the Jan .aa of wantoIT' cruelty. He (ent 

for the dethroQed king and all the prince, of the royal fami ly to 

.he audience chamber; on their arrival. he fiernly commanded Shah

Aulum to difcover his concealed treafurcs ; in va.in did the king plead 

hi~ degradcd fiate, and the confequent inability to conceal even the 

fmallc/t article. lnllamed· by a continual debauch, which had thrown 

hiJP in~o a paroxyfm of rage. the tyrant threatened his fOfereign 

with infrant 10Cs of light; What I exclaimed the Cuffering prince, 

(we quote the literal exprdlions of a native author -) •• What I will 
you defiroy thofe eyes, which for a period of fixty years have been 

ailiduoufly employed in perufing the facred Koran /" 

Reg.rdleC, of the pathetic appeal, the Rohilla, with char.ctcrillic 

inhumanity I commanded his attendants to feize the king. Having 

t11rown hilJl on the fioor, the ferocious ruffian implanting himfelf 
on his hofom. transfixed with a poignard the .eyes of his venerable 

f""ereign I on tbe completioo of thi' horrid deed, Gholaum Caudir 

orslqed the king to be removed to a dillant apartment. The mjCe_ 

l"llbl. Shah-Aulum. f;.1e and bleecling, w.s eonduded to hi. rdreat; 

• MS,of Syud R=i Khan. 
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there, 10 all the bittcmefs of anguith. to contemplate on his now 

ruined fortunes. Emphatic, indeed, were the expreffions of the 

£lme native author in relating ,the faHen condition of his fove«~,jgn ; 

co This wretch;" (exclaims th£ indignant hi1l:orian) .. this a~curfed 
wretch, has, in onc {ati\l moment, darkened the bright frar of the 

augyfi Timoodan famill' and buried in the whirlpool of dcftruCtiol\ 
the ftately veiTeI of imperial autl\Drity I" The king, however 

evinced, under (ueh accumulated misfortunes, a firmncfs of mind .. 

and rcfignation highly honourable in his character; and it may not 

be unworthy to remark., that the natives of Alia in general, proba

bly from the principles of predellin.tion which they imbibe from. 

their YOllth, -are obfcrved to fuil:ain themfeIvcs under misfortune, In 

a manner worthy of imitation by the European chrift;al).. 

Sh.h_Aulum furviving the lors of his fight dqring his eOQfine

mtot, folaced himfelf io contemplative reveries, and in compofin~ 
elegiac verfes, defcriptive of his deplorable fiate·. 

II 

But from ruch heart-rending {cenes, let us llafren to relate ~e 

remaining actions of this execrable monfier. is next victim was 

e infamous Nazir. This man, through whofe diOoyal1}' and 

ingratitude Ghol.um C.udir had been cn.pled to perJ>Cll1lte l,i. 

a.trocitics, now molt de{ervedJy experienced the effeels of his per_ 

~dious conduct. He was ..direCted by the tyrant to give in 1Ul m
-.:entory of his prope'!Y "l'd .!fed., anll on ref\!ling I!> ClOl1lply, he 
\~as fdud and put into, c10fe configement. 'l'1~ hio.ill-gelleD wealth 

, 
• 1>15. narrative of 5XOO R=,,~h;u)1 So\ the al'f""b. No. + , 
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wa .fordbly taken from him, thus exhibiting to the \vorld nn ex

omplary -in fiance of retributive jufiice for his demerits . 

• ... A-s GhoJallm Caudir's we;tlth accumulated, his avarice rafe tOlf 

proportiona.e degree; and blind '0 .he irnboJicy of fuch a flep, he 

refu-fed to make an equal di\·i{ion of the fpo'i! with his guilty afTo-· ., 
date. Ifmaeel Beg. incenfed at this trcmmem , rdoh'cd to abandon 
him. He accordingly withdrcw~ his g uards from the palace, and 

redred to his own houfe. From thence he difpatched letters to the 

M arhatta general. acknowledging his errors, and offt:ring to atone 

for .hern by profellions of future obedience and fideli.y., and de

claring his readirtefs to join the Marhaftas in any meafures towardl 

the tyranes cxpuUion;J 

The (upinene(, of .he Marhatta government during the Jate diC~ 

graceful tranfaCtions, has been defc::rvc::dly reprobated', and is difficult 

to be accounted for on any principle of policy or advantage to the 
fiate. Indeed, the unhappy monardl l from a ftrange combination of 
cireumfrances, {eerns to have been forfaken by all his friends when 

Ae rno1\: needed (,heir affiftancc; and it is much to be regretted that 

the fiate of Briciih politics at that time did not admit- of jnterference. 
on the part of his old and, fill now, faithful allies. 

Sindiah, when· iriform<'<I of the Ia.e tr.lgical events, ordered !\is. 
general, Ranah Khan, to march forthwith.o Delhi, expellhe trairor, 

and liberate Shah-Aulum from hi, confinement. Thefe orders were' 

obeyed with a willing a1acri.y on .he part of Ranah Khan; and he 

aenod himfelf with fo much' diligence, .that the·"an of the M .... 

'" 
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thatta army was m fight of the: capital. when Gholaum C30dll' 
Khan, awakened from his dream of riot and intemperance, rc;' 

ceived the firft tidings of the enemy's approach. Finding his utua ... 
tion in the imperial palace to be untenable, he prepared for flight ;'1' 

but previous to his departure, he colleCted the plunder, and taking 

the new king along with him, with all the princes of the cord 
family, together with the infamous Nazir, he quitted the fort by a 
private p3.(fage, and croffing the river Jumnl, effeCted his retreat 10 

Meerut, a town in the centre of the DOD Ab, and difiant about nxty 
miles from Delhi. 

On the flight of Gholaum Caudir, the Marhatta general Kd i: 

vanced, and took poifeffion .of the city and palace. His' .filfi care 

was te ·re1eafe the dethroned king, caufe him to be proclaimed il\1 
Delhi, and fumilh him with every thing nccctfary for his conve_ 
nience Of comfort. Ranah Khan having then placed a ftrong gar ... 
rjfon in the citadel, immediately fet out in purfuit of the rebeJ 

chief. Previous, however, to that ftep. he, by order of Sindiah . 
affordec\ lfmaeel Beg a liberal fupplyof money for the payment of 

hi. difoonten,ed foldiees; and diretl:ed ,bat chief to proceed to th~ 

dHlrid:i of Rewari and Gocul Ghur, whence he was commanded 
to expel Nujuff Cooli Khan, who had beheld with indifference, 

late enormitici at Delhi. 

Thefe arrangements being finifhed, Ranah Khan croiTcd thl> 

JUll)na. OQ his fecoad day" march, he was joined by a Marh.tt~ 

cljief, . named Ali Behadur, who had for fome time pall been em

• 
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played in BundeJcund -, and ' now brought 

4000 horfe in fupport of the gene",1 caufe. 

r83 

with him a body , of 

The united fort" then 

proceeded to Meerut , which was garrifoned by a {hong force ' of 

Rohillas. who ftill adhered to the ty rant's caufe. Ranah Khan, not 
having:' any he:lVY artillery, was prevented from forming a regular 

liege; he therefore drew a line of circumvalation ~round , :lrid 

blockaded Ibe fort. This !1,iodc would, he apprehended, compel 

the garrifoo to a furrendcr, by thl: fupplies from \vi[hout being com

pretdy Clit oft'; nor was he deceived in the expetl-ation; for a dearth 

of provifions en fl.ling, the Rohillas began to fufi:ain great incon

venience. Gholaum Caudir endeavoured , by rcprared fallies, to 

animate his troops , and repel the bcliegers. In every encounler the 

intrepid chief exhibited a gallantry and refolution that would have 

done honour to a better caure. But finding all his cff'orts fruitier., 

-and the garrifon having now become mutinous, he determined to 

attempt an efcape. 

Attended by 500 horfe. who were lIiI! ottached to him, he. at 

tbdr head rufhed out of the fort, and charged the enemy fa vi

goroufiy. that though,every endeavour was exerted to take him pri .. 

foner, he made hi, way throvgh the whole Jille, and accomplifhed' 

his efcape. But, at length. his own troops perceiv ing hls.forlom 
, ' 

condition. began by degrees to drop off i (0 that in a {hort time he 
• 

was left quite alone; and. to complete his miOlap. his horfe, ex-

hauiled by fatigue. funk under him. and he received in tbe foil • 

feveft (OJUufion. This acf. .. idcnt compelled him to take refuge in an 

• A proviDcc CD \be fouth-weft of AUah.'\bad. 
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adjoining village. where, being recognifed by the Zcmindar of the 

-place. he was feiz~d, and put into confinement. Information ·of 

this circumftance having been conveyed to Ali Behadur, that chjef 

fent a party of horfe, who conduCted him into the Marhatta camp. 

On the rebel's flight from Meerut, the garri(on furrcndered at, dif

action. Their lives were {pared. and the princes of the royal fa. 

mily were rdeafed from their confinement, and llOder~ an honourable 

deoft conveyed to Delhi. ·On their arrival, Jchaun Shah, after fuf

fe ring fcverely for his {hart-lived elevation, was remanded back to 

his former ahode in the fort of Selim Ghur. 

On the reduction of Mumt, Ranah Khan led his army to Schau ... 

runpore, which place, on hearing the fate of Gholaum Caudir. {ub_ 

mined to the Marhatta authority . who, from that time, have re

mained undifiurbed mafiers of the whole province . 
. . 

Soon after this event, Ranah Khan with the army returned to 

Delhi, where by this time the Maharajah Sindiah was likewife ar_ 

rived, and had refumed his former authority in the frate. The 

punifhment of the rebel was too remarkable to be paffed Over in 

filcnce; nor did his guilty aiTociate, the Nazir, efcapc the juft ven_ 

geance of his infulted fovereign. 

Gholaum Caudir, on his arrival in the Marhatta camp, was carried 

into the prefence of the general j when, ;tfter repeated demands to 

~iIcovcr, the place where he had depolircd [he plunder of the paJace; 

.on his rcfuling to comply, he 'was de1ivercd over to a puniOlm('nt 

terrible indeed . He was fun placed in an iron (,age, conft-rueted for 
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....,. occaI'i ...... and in thi. fituation Was fufpcnded in frqnt o( the . 

Army. Al\cr fullaining tlic infol .. and indi~niti .. of (he [oldiers • 

.JU& 1)Oti>. """, hands, and fe~, wcr. cut off; and il1 tbi tnuti4tcd 

~ -mif ... ble condition he was. by order of Ali. Schadur} ren. off 

to J?elhi, but. on the jou"ley •• death "lli~~ed the'J'lliferablo wletch 
hom his fufrerings : thus dreadfully "(ouillg for. tb¥rimcs of. his 

;lUage and abandoned Mel-The ~ir, on hi. arrival at. Delhi. 

')wa • .trodden to de:Lth undeNbe f""l 0 an elc:pn:ml. 

The melancholy events pallillg fo .apidly in l'Cvi.". whilft rclating 

the tranfaCiion& of an Afiatic Durbar. can afford to a benevolent 

.... iaillittlct to conlCtlJpiatc with p1~u ... or atlA;Dlion' but tbe pic-

=. hoWev« .diigOOing. mo)C notwilhftaoding be; viewed to 3011-
".antage. "Bcitilh "",de. might. on this revieW', dire~ his infpec

lion inwards ; ad wl.iIe be exetl1ltes ib" infaliat. {piril and dctella

ble ambition whi('h can thus ad-uate men to the commiffion of fuch 

enormities. he \lUly place belDro-bis ~tigued mind the men: plcafing 

~ of the fitualiOfl and invaleable slolling. of hi, native Imd-

...."em .. p. which teaob bim ~bighly 19 vaJ~c and II> V"".,''' that 
h,oppy""""tituEjon. wJ iC\> . ,IQUIldc.l,.upoG an immu. '11111 int

""",naI principle. Iha. a Brjlifh (Qveuiga WI do no w'OlIg. 

Soon afIU Ibe anival of the Marltal" army. Sind"," appointed a 

1~lIII)Itf' .... 4ai8ling lAo .Jepoft4 kiDs till m.,thr_ of bisl!\Cttlors; 

I ..... "..<;e"~~.,. w .. ~t:fQ(med in ~....,4.1ta1L of ~;,...o; with 

IiotI_WO·l1IP-~' ~4~"" W~. WQ~r, a/liiIJcd 
tWi_jc/ly of ni~ ~'" pI rppc;ois I"" aQljum for tIlII Iul'P'lJ of -- .. » 
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his r .... )y and boufehokl, ,ho fuperinlCfl<,!..,ce of which "'16 com:. 

",ilt.d to 5Mh Nizam AJ.Dttn, ~ depend.\(t on thrMamaun <likf-. 

After the terrible ptmilluo1efttOf Gholaum C .. odi, Khan, tl1e ordor 

of our narrative leads t-o the fituation of" Hmaeel Beg. That noble

man. as already obferved, had been dol'''''ho'' by ordor of Sincliah 

to reduce Nuju9' CooJi Khan. at rllat time in the ndghbourhOOll of 

Rewari. On his arrjv~ in the diftriCl. Ifma«l.Beg l\'ClS infoJ11'Jw 

of the dealh of his antagonift, whufe troops were then under the 

command of his widow, a woman of mafculin: fpidt and unboun

ded ambition. Well acquaint<d with the attive bravery of lfmaecl 

• Wlurevcr miiht have been the real intentions of Sindi2h wilen !1<: made thia grant. 
in appearnncc (0 liberal, it cannot be denied but J)is kindnefs (ailed of cffcd; and it 

may be affinned. with jufiiCt:. that frqm the charaCter which this chief originally atfumcd 

of prote&w of eM injured riglm: of the GrcaI: MosuJ. he, ill fIa, became the opprefi'ol', 

Intent only on his own aggrandilCmfnt. ~ in dfeauating hili pw" at the Poonah 

Durbar, tIle M;uhatta due.f deb.incd the unhaPf'Y king in an apparently-honourablt, 

Emf really mifcr.l.ble, ccnfir1l:ment; -and during his own ab(enec, he ddegatcd his power 

to a crafty and ckflg"ing ~nt, who pmnittl.-d the king 2nd hit ramily to wllnt the

com .... ncctffariet. of life: It cin:u.uhtKC wMt/l inAid. indelible difj1-a~ on Stndiah' .. 
manory. This afi"crtion would appear ovcrfinUQCd, a~ the circumllanct, perhaps. tOO 

• highly oolO\lrcd, were it not notorious to aU Deihl, th:u out of the abo"e fum allottttl 

in jaghirc fur the lOng'. maintenance, be hili fddom received more than 50,000 rupeel 

per annum, and that frequently til paid. To be c:onvldCCd of the tNch of this rllet, 
the author, when at Delhi. madQ partlcLllar ~I and " .. alfulcd by aDObIt'tnaG of 
the: epurt, Syud Real Khan, Colonel P .. lmcr', Vakeel I lhar;s was a" actual faCl._ 

This noblCl1l2n rclidoa at rhe capir:tI on IDe p.1rt of the Englifh AmbaG'advr, as _ell 

.. that of tbe -mir, 'Muf AI Dowla, fmo the (ftJrpoie of ~ to WI IbiJtfty tiler. 
lura c( DI'O thana! .... pel rnooth for his pri,'Y purfe~ (1dIIcb. .., ..... Zoa. 
KhaCs i) aDd thi. money, toge:tllcr with a few trifling pIC(t.ntS. .rcaivcd ~n. perm are 
pmented at court, i. 211 the: lineal defcendant of Timoor obtains fo1' the tIlpport of hi~ 

i:lf Vld hi. thirty children, rdiding within the precinB.. of the ~1 palstu. 
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1Irg. the Bcglm propo{cd to him a coalition of interdls, anu,. to 

",,~ite hi. hopes o{ {uced. in a re»(lance to tbe Marballa authority. 

lbe proffered him the forces and Ireafures of her dec .. red lord. The 

natural and hereditary averfloll entertained by Ifmacol Beg ag.inll: the 

Marhatta nation, inained him, without much reSt-frion', ·to accede 

to thefe .propofals. He accordingly marched hi own {.,(Ce to t1te 
town of Canoor, the place where the Begum thea reCided, and 

which was actually befieged by the Marhaltas. 

Notwithfianding every exertion on the part of the enemy. he thr~w 

bimfelf into the place, and endeavoured by reputed and {pirj! d 

fallies to prevent its fall. UnfOitunatcly, in one of thofe (''1lCOlinters. 

the Begum heifelf, who with a gallantry and fpirit not llnCommon 

.among the females of Hindollaun were accufiomed to be prdent in 

action, was fiain by a cannon ball. This misfortune occafioned a 

defeCtion in her troops to their obedience of JImaecl Beg, and 

which Jud , during her life time. been kept within proper -bounds. 

The principal leaders entering i"to a cabal againll the Mogul chief. 

agreed to deliver him up to the Marhan ... with whom Ihey had 

commenced a negotiation. But however fecretJy the treaty. on this 

occaGon, was made, it fO(ln reached ~he ears of [fmacel Beg; and, . 

he, to prevent the effeCts of tbis treachery I was prevailed upon by 

his f,j",d. to. voluntary fumodcr, r<quelling only a guamnre. for 

his perfona) lafcty. Tbis was readily granted him under the faith 

of geacral Pl\l>aigDe.. at that time of high command in the MI. 
lMaDJlY. Son)c _ da" after. IfmaeelBog entued the camp. 

lrotb, wbonce he was tiat off a priConer to the fort of Agrall. in 

whICh ltale he has fm.;e onntinued. Whil. the Marhatta intlUCllCC 
• B • 
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obtains permancocy.t the COIIJ't of D<UU, je i. probable he will COll- , 

tinuc under refiraint, as that politic .md wary people wiU neva futrer : 

fo active and intriguing a man to be enlarged. ,But Ihould ~ny un

forcfeen event, in the hazardous, fy.iletn of the prefent politic;s, occa- J 

fion a decline, or extinction of uleir authority, there js little doubt I 

but tJiis aCtive and vigilanr partizan will again bear a f:onfpkuoul 

1hare in the revolutions. 

Among the numerous adventurers who have (or a {cries of years 

emigrated from tm: regions of the north to the provincea of Hin

dofiaun, few have poffcfTed greater military talents than IfmaceJ 

Beg. Inured to a.nm af an cady pedod of life under the tuition of 

his uncle, Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani, he difiinguilhed him(j,lf 

on feveral occafions by his fuperior valour and abiritr: and if, on a 

review of his chara8.er, we except the ~ulpabili.ty JufrIy -attached (0 

him for the lharc he bore in the: tranfadions of Gholaum Caudir, we 

mul~ allow lfmaeel Beg the merit of an acl"ive, gallant foldiC!f; to 

which, by the unanimous voice of his contemporaries, may be 'added 

that of an accompliChed man, generous in difpofition, and kind aad. 

liberal to hi. followers and dependants. 

Of the fate of the remaining perfons who ihared in the various 

revolution. recorded .hrdllgh this volume, tIK Begum ,llOtNI>O de

ferves norice. The 'fidelity exhibited by this Cpirited lady ·iq.c/c(.,,2C 

of her fove. _ various occaflCn., meritx:d Il bqtcr. n:IIUlI Ihan... 
that which a.e .... dcftined to experience. TJ .. ,. r:hio.fJ; iQ.Jh .. l4a
than. army had long behdd with jealous inq"llI!iII oIIw idllllUN 
!he had acqui1ed. .. itn the king., and Sindith bimfelf ......... 
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'0 haye been whoUy f .... from this imputation: for, .hough he can. 

not he charged with giving direClions to degrndc the Begum from 

her dignity, his not taking immediate fteps to make reparation for 
the affront, mull appear to every unprejudiced mind highly to hi. 

difcredit. On the: other hand, it muib, with equal impartiality, be 

confeiTed. that the condud: of thi& Jady gave ber enemies grear.. 

advantage. 

During die whole of btr adminiilration, until rllC period before 
ll5, {he, by prudence .. nd a circumfpcct conduCt, governed ber ter. 

ritory wit~..honollrand advantage. Her troops refpede<t her valou.r:, 
and her officers yielded a ready obedience to her ,authoritJ . An un .. 

fortunate attachment. however, which file formed for one of thofe 

officers, occafioned her fevere vexation and diflrefs i apd ioconfif_ 
lently with her ufual prudence, !he had granted him her hand in 

marriage. Mt. \'aj([aux , a German adventurer, ~as the perron fe,... 
ledcd; who, though a man of abilides, and who had rendered 

elTentiai fervieo to the Begum in the management 9f her artiflery and. 

.other milieU)' concerns, was neverthclefs of a haughty difpolitiool 
and fiern manners, which, unfortunately for both, proved the fourcc 

of a difaftrous event .. -

The BesIlJJ ... ~ /Irongly difi"uaded f(om Il,;. !lop by her {rjends, 

and by none Il10''' than the king, who, in tbi. iJI.fated marriage, 

Ji:(upled not to pddi& the total downfall of· her authority., a pre

di..- tOO (001\ to be fulfilled. .By the fecret io!ligatioo of the. 
..-,. laten, tbc clUef officers and krvanta of the BeglllIk 

.. ,drool ... .. -Cpi""'l'. and ...col>ed. QD. bet dcpofllioA.-
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To give a {anai"" to thoir proceedings in tho eyes of tho ~Ie. 

they invitee! the .Nuwaub Zuff .. YAh Khan, fon of .he dece.red 

Somroo, by a 'fOrml'f wife. to accept of the government as his joft 

inheritance. This young man, turbulent in manners, and of a 

worthlefs character, had received. throllgh the bounty of the Begum: 

an, ample allowance for his {uppert. eVe'r nn('c IJis father's death J 

bu. his <ondua had given her fuch difgllft, <1"" lLc h.d forbidden 

his appcnmnce at ]Ier own refidencc. He was h\'.:c.g .~ Delhi when 

the offer of the confpirators arrived; undifiurhed hy a,ny ICfl.:ples 

of confcience, and not imprdfed by any fentimcn.t of gratitude or 

affection. be accepted the offer with avidit,f. and repairing to the 

,town of Sirdbawla. in private, he waited the event with impatkncc. 

A few d,ys fubfequent to.he Begum', marriage, tile prepared to 

accompany her hufband in a circuit lhrough her J aghire. They had 

fcarcdy quitted the town of Scrdhauna. when a mutiny broke out 

among her own troops, a.nd at the fame inilant, Zuffer Yah Khan. 

who had been privately Jiving in the town, now ruihed forth with 

a body of Marb,'Qs, {eized on the .own, and was proclaimed Jag

hirl! Dar. Informed of this event, the .Begum eflde-J.voured, by the 

mon ftuclied attention and cogent argument, to induce her troops to 

return to their allegiance, hut in ,'ain; long refolved on their plan, 

.hey were hcedlefs or her folicitations, and feized and confined both 

herfeif and hufuand. This unfortunate man perceiving him{df in 

.be l'0wer of hi, enemies, and difdaining fubmiffion. in a lit of 

defperation put & period to his exifrence I and the Begum was .hen 

• 
• 



.' 

....... '795,] SHAH-AUl-UM. '9' 

....,.,do&d to her capital, only to behold the rebeJlion of her fub. 

jeds, and the elevation of her ungenerous relative, to the Mufnoo-, 

After the fetdemen! of .he government at Delhi, Sindinh dire<!led 

b~ attention to the fubjugation of the different Rajpoot ftates, who, 
• 

. Juring the late difiurbances and frequent revolutions, had become, 
jn a groat meafurc, independent of the court. In this arduous un-

dertaking he was .ffilled by the profemonal abili.ies of an European 

officer of diftinguifhed eminence. Mr,~, a gentleman 
formerly in the fervice of .he Eall-India company, had, of late 

years, upon advantageous offers being made to him. cnt~ into 

that of Sindinh, and on many occaftons had contributed to the af

cend::mcy acquired by that prince over his competitors. Mr. Du

kIoigne, whofe acutenefS" and penetration eoabled him to difccm the 
.an fuperjority whjch difcipline obtains OVer irregular multitudes, and 
cheadvantages to be tlcrived from the introdutlion of European tac

tics, propofed '0 Sindiah to mife a body of troops, cJoa.h<d and. 

difcipli.,.d, as far as the local and religious prejudices would admi', 

after the model of the company's European troops. The propofal 

• Though by this ~e, deprived of ~ aurbority, the Begum paRCd not her 
rime in unavUling lammta-.ioa.. fbc hali many friends, and by their .ron,met, aided 
by chc. came'" JntMUie. of the).ing, the was, in the fuc.:ccding year, ..rclea(ed from 
her confinement, and 0heC lnore, though wnh circumfc.ril.x:d :\uthority, put in poffcffion 
at hn' JRlhire, ... hrit it I, the ."jib of t'l<:ry feeling mind !'he may long continue. 
J4ct ... ., ~ Of our countrymen, 'Who have oecaflOftltlir vifirc:d her ter
ri~ ~ lIoen moft bof~c. and uPKmining. and IlIllOrlg otben" the author 
of thia hiftDrJ is !:JIppy in having :m opponllrlity of adding his teAimooy 01 el1ccm for 
the kiDII oftic:ea a80rdtd himklf and hie comp:mioo., during. fortnip'. tefidtnoc nca . 

. Jwr ~ __ nlion. 
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was =dily accepted on the part of tIle Marhat!O chief, and Mr:1%

boigne, """0 had been raiCed to the rank of g~I, prep .... d to 

carry it into effect . . 

1n the courfe of the cun"cnt year-, the firO: regular brigade ~ve 
• 

'3.uachedlo the Marhatta fetvice. was raired. cloathed. and appointed; 

it confi1l:~d of ten battalions uf 750 men each, feven of which bat

talions were regulars, denominated by the natives, Taling4!. cIoathed 

and armed with muikct and bayonet, like the company's troops.

The tbree remaining battalions were Parans, armed willi matchlocks 

of a new invention; their uniform made after the Perfian fathion, 

and the whole brigade regulars. as weB as matchlocks, were exer- . 

dfed by the manual word of cOD"!mand. as praCtifed in European 

armIes. To render the brigade morc compact, SOO Mewams, or 

irregular foldiers. were attached to perform the ordinary routin of 

camp duties. fo that the troops might be ready, on all occafions;J"or 

aaive (avice-soc cavalry were attached to the brigade. and 60 
pieces of well_mounted and well-Cerved artillery, from 3 'to 6 and 

9 pounders. 

In the Cucc<eding years-of '791-'-3, the [econd and third bri_ 

gades were gradually railed of nearly equal force, with the addition 

of 1000 Rohilla., for the e'prefs purporc oT leadIng t1tC flonning 

partics.-Tht (Olee thus "ifed amount"!, io"llie whole, to '4,000 

• The fullowlnc &tan _ obl;g;ngly _,mUll;"" 

Duboigne hlmfclf, ~·ho is now in England, and to 

ve"l heany _tdpa .. a-
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men and 130 pieces of artillery, commanded by European officers 

of different nations. and directed by the enterpriz ing (pi rit and un

remitted pcrfeverancc of the general who mifed them . Their fuc

cefs on a variety of the moll: try ing occafions proved equal to their 

expectations, :lI1d Sindiah confeOed his obligations to Mr .. Duboigne. 

by repofing in him a confidence almoil unlimited , and by the ce!lion 

of fifty- two difl:riCts in the D oD Ab. to be appropriated cxprcC.~ ly 

as Jaicdad, for the maintenance of the troops he h:ld miCed. A ided 

by his ('xerti tJlls, he, in the per iod \ Vc have ment ioned, not only 

recuvcrcd his former pofTcfiions. but in the end extended his influ

ence to the Punjab froncier; by a rapid fucceilion of victories, he 

defeated the Nuwaub lfmaeel Beg, Gholaum Caudir Khan, the 

countries of Oudcporc and J oudporf' , and Jynaghur; and though he 

could not abfolu tcly wreIl thefe dominions from the laft-mentioned 

prince, he compelled him to the payment of an annua.l tribute. 

Towards the middle of 1793, his affJ.irs calling him to t11C weft 

of India, he left Gopaul R ow, his lieutenUllt-general, to m:mage 

his affairs in the north. and General Duboigne in the center of 

his newly-acquired poffeffions. H is power may, at this period. he 

faid to have reached jt~ meridian fplendour; his arms again ac

quired an afcendancy over his contemporaries , and he found himfdf 

the leader and preponderating chief of the whole Marhatta empire

from the confines of Labore. to the fea of Cambay; he po{feflcd 

an authority almoft unlimited; while the firmneCs, energy , and ac. 

tivity, which marked the features of his adminifiratioll, at the fame 

. c c 
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time thed a bright lulhe on his character, in the minds of the princes 

of Hindoll.un. 

At the clofe of '793, Sindiah prepared for his return to the 

northward, with an intention, as it was fuppofed, of pulhing his 

arms againft the Sicks; all looked forward to the: future motions of 

this enterprizing chief in a fiate of anxious fufpeore; but while: the 

different powers were either alarmed by the fear, or excited by the 

hope, of his appearance amongft them, he was fuddenly feized with 

a diftempc:r, which termined his exifience at the age of 67. 

His charader has been already delineated by the record of his ac_ 

tions in the preceding pages; in condufion it may be remarked, 

that from the ince!fant perfeverance with which he laboured to bring 

to maturity {chemes once formed for his own aggrandizement; had 

his life been extended, he would. in all probability, have become 

a formidable antagonifi: to the interefis of Great Britain; whofe ru. 

leTS were not unacquainted with his active fpirit or infatiable ambi

tion. He was fucceeded in his paternal dominions by his nephew, 

Dowlat Row, who has not as yet attained any pre-eminence among -tbe princes in the Marhatta ftates. 

The few remaining years of the reign ,of, Sh;ll;>·A~IYlll ~an .lford 

little on ~hich to expatiate l or digrefs . ~eduC4l to d~ndenoe on 
• foreign power forthe [upport-Qf himfelC and ,a numerous family, 

the duration of his life cannot materially alter his ii.tu~tion; the, fut. 

of his family, and eventual fuccelTor. lmufi: remain' to be recorded 

at a future period, but i"J reign may. he more properly [aid to clofe 
, 
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• when he fuilained the f.tal calamity before mentioned. 
'9S 

Shah_ 

Aulum, nOr.!?-inal Emperor of Hindofl:aun, is in his 75th year. - -
His ilature tall and commanding, his afpect dignified and rnajel1:ic. 

The ravages of time are difcerniblc: on his face, and the recollection 

of his misfortunes have imprc:tred his features with melancholy. 

His early youth was paffed in fpirited, though ioeffelluaJ, ilruggle., 

to reflore the diminilhed lufrre of imperial authority I and his coo_ 

duel, whilft contending againit the ufurped power of Gazooddeen 

Khan, deferves great praiCe. But in the greater part of his life. 

little can be found deferving the .ppl.ufe of poficrity. Irrerolu •• 

and indecifive in his mea fures , he too frequently rendered urelers 
the plans formed by his friends for the recovery of his authority. 
while his exceffive love of pJea{ure, and infatuated attachmcn,t to 

' .. unworthy favorites, contributed to degrade him in the eyes of h is 
neighbours and allies, and render the {man remains of his dominion 

rontemptible. .Ail hi, miniiters, with the exception of Nujuff 

Khan, were prodigal and rapacious in t!le extreme; tbey perceived 

the king" we.knefs, and, by flattering hi, vanity and fupplying 

his extravagance, en{ured to thcmfeJves an uncontroled authority 

in the ilate, while they abured the generofity of their fovereign . 

by committillg-every ifpeci~ of ~normjty and oppre-ffive violence. 

Shah-Aulum had improved a very good education by iludy and 

refieflion; he was a complete mafier of the languages of the eaft. 
andasa writer, attained an eminence feJdom -acquired by perfons in 

his high ftation . His corrc{ponclenc.e with the different princes of 

the country. during a very long and chequered reign. exhibits proofs 

of a mind highly cultivated; and if we may judge by an elegiac 

c c 1. 
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clfay, compafed after the cruc:llofs of his fight, he appears to haye 

great merit in pathetic compofition. In the internal economy of his 

houfehold, he is univerfal1y al lowed to be a,n affectionate 'parent, a 

kind malter, and a generous patron. His trials have been many, 

and it is carnefily to be hoped the evening of his li fe may be paffed 

in a peaceful tranquillity; upon a review of his life and actions, 

it may. without injufiice, be pronounced, that though Shah-Aulum 

pofreiTed not a capacity fufficicntly vigorous to renovate the fprings 

of a relaxed govemment , or emulate his illufirious ance1l:ors, he, 

notwithftanding, had many virtues commtndable in a pdvate ila

tion; but he unfortunately reigned at a time when the royal autho. 

rity was in its moft degraded frate, and when great and Chining ta

lents were necelfary to render permanem his power, and curb the 

licentious effufions of rebellious and difobedient fubjcas. The 

SUIJ of Timoor. as a rcfpeClable hifrorian - has jufHy obferved. is 

/ moft probably fet for ever; and if a continuation of the metaphor 

be allowable. it may be added, that the 'decline and utter extintlion 

of that augull family was referved to the days of the unfortunate 

Shah-AuJum • 

• Captain Jonathan Scott, from whofe hii1:ory of Decean the author i, happy tQ 

acknowledge he has received conliderable advantage. in elucidating the intricaciu of. 

dates under which oriental writers {o conftantly labour. 

'... • • I •• 

, 
• J • 
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1. SHAH-AULUM Nameb. or a HiJlory of the Reign of Ihe 

Emperor Shah.Au/um, written in th~ Pu:Jiall Language b)' Gho!llum 

Ali Khan, a Mogul, flnn~rly in the Service of Prince Mirza Juwmm 

Bulbt Jebaundar Shab, and now Ryident at Luclnaw. 

2. MS. of Syud Rezzi Kban. containing the TranfoCiionr of tbe 

1'!fI nine Years of the Reign of Shah-Aulum. 

3 . MS. of Munnoo L oll, a Hindoo, containing the Ihirlten /irjl 

Years of tbe Rdgn of Shab-Aulum. 

4. Oqf'ifi AfoI a Genealogical Account of tbe reigning F. i/j. of 
Oude-Author unl.nown. 

5. Hud"la AI Akauleem: a Geograpbical Account of the diff""" 

Provinces of l1ind'!floun, written in tbe Ptrfian LtJIIguagt. 

6. Captain Salktld'J MS. Op"ationJ of Sindiah and Mahomed 19r9 
Khan Hamdani, wrillen in the Perfian Language. 
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Account of Mod~rtI DELHI *, 

T HE province of Delhi, agreeably to the dtfcript ion c.f native 

geographers, is bounded on the ealt by Agrah, on the writ by La
hore, fouth by Agimere, 'and north by the Kummow Hills. Its 

length, from the town of Pulwul, near Agrah, to the river Sutluz, 

is 160 cofes; and its breadth, from the town of Rewari to the 

Kummow HiIIs, is J 40 cofes. It is divided into eight Circars, or 

principal difuiCls, namely, Shabjehanabad, (modern Delhi), Ser

hind, Hitrae Feiroozeh, Sehaurunpore. SumbuI, Bedaoon, Nar

noul. Thefe are again fubdivided into .89 inferior diftriCl., yidd

ing. according to the imperial regifier, a revenue of feventy-four 

crore fixty-three lacks of Daums t, or one million eight hundred 

.'and ,fifty thoufand pound. Iterling. 

,~n the year of \h~ Hijerah 1041, (A. D. t63t-. ) , the Empewf 

Shah Jehan fou ded ,the prefent city and palace of Shahjehanabad, 
I. i, \,; , 

-which he made bis capital during the remainder of his reign. The 
, \ \ I 

• The (ollowing lIccount of the prefent futc of Delhi is extn.Cled from a journal 
of obfCrYluions made during an official tour through the Doo Ab and the adjacent dif· 
triCts by the author, in company with Major Reynolds, of the Bomlny dbblithmen:,. 

appointed by the Bengal government to furvt:y that put -.;; the country in 1793-4· 
t Peman MS. entitled Hudceka AI 1\kaukem. 



200 APPENDIX, J. 

new city of Shahjehanabad lies on the wefrem bank of the Jumna, 

jn latitude 28. 36. north. The city is about {even miles in circum

ference, and is fmrounded on three fides by a wall of brick and {lone; 

a parapet runs along the whole, but there arc no cannon planted on 

the ramparts. The city has (even gates! vi z. L ahore gate, D elhi 

g:ltt.: , A,;"imere gate, Turko!11an gate, M oor gate, Cnbul gate, Ca./hmere 

gate; all of which arc built of frcc fionc, and have handfome arched 

entrances of fione, ,,,here the guards of the city keep watch. Near 

the Ajimere gate is a Mtldru{fa, or college, ereded by Gazooddeen 

Cawn, nephew of Nizam-ool-Mooluk; it is built of red {tone, and 

fitllated in the center of a fpacious quadrangle, with a fountain lined 

with fione. At the upper end of the area is a handfomc mofque. 

built of red fione, and inlaid with white marble. This college is 

now uninhabited. 

In the neighbourhood of the Cabul gate is a garden called Tees 

Huzzari Baug, in which is the tomb of the OEeen Malika Zemani, 

wife of the Emperor M ahmud Shah; a marble tablet placed at the 

head of the grave is engraved with fome Perfian couplets, informing 

us of the date of her death, which happened but five years finee, 

A . Hijerah 1203. On a rifing ground near this garden, from whepce 

there is a fine profpcd of the city, are two broken columns of brown 

grani te, eight feet high, and two and a half in breadth, on which 

arc infcriptions in antier.t characters. 

AboUl one mile caft of the city. is the tomb of the celebrated 

J chanarah Begum, eldeft daughter of the Emperor Shah Jehan-, 

• Dow, poffim. 
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no Icfs famous for her wi!, gallantry I and beauty, than for her filial 

attachment in undergoing a voluntary confinement of ten years with 

her father in the carue of Agrah. 

The tomb is of fine white marble, uncovered at the top, which 

was formerly filled with earth and flowers. At the head of the 

gr;tvc is a tabl~ t of \-... hi tc marble, with an infcription in black cha. 

raCters; the fl ab IS decorated at its comers with conle1ians of dif

ferent colours. 

In Eng!i!h thus: 

" Let no onc fcatter over my grave ought betides earth and ver_ 

II dure. for fuch is ben befitting the fepuJchrc of one of an humble 

" mind .H 

On the margin: 

u The perif11able Fakecr, Jehanarai Begum, daughter to Shah 

U Jehan, and difciple of the fa in ts of Checfiy . in the year of the 

" Hijerah '094. 

Within the city of new Delhi are the remains of many fplcndid 

palaces belonging to the great Omrahs of the empire. Among the 

l.rgcfl are ,hofe of Cummer-o'deen Cawn, vizir to Mahmud Shah; 

D D 
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Ali Merdan Khan, the Perfian; the Na"ob Gazooddeen Cawn; 

Sefdur Jung's; the garden ill of Coodfcah Begum, mother to Mahl. 

mud Shah; the palace of Sadut Khan, and that of Sultaun Darah 

Shckoah. All thefe palaces arc furrounded by high walls, and take 

up a ccnfidcrable (pace of ground. Their entrances arc through 

lofty arched gateways of brick and fronc, at the top of which arc 

the galleries for muGe; before each is a fpacious court· yard for the 

elephants, harres , and attendants of the vifitors. Each palace has 

Jikewj{c a A1ahal. or fcraglio. adjoining, which is fcparated from 

the great hall by a partition wall, and communicates by means of 

private paiTagcs. All of them had gardens. with ca'p3cioliS rcfer

voirs of fione, and fountains in the center. An ample terrace ex

tended round the whole of each particuluar palace; and within the 

walls were houfes and apartments for fervants and follo .. vers of every 

defcription, be fides fiabling for horfes, elephants. and e\'ery thing 

appertaining to a nobleman's fuitc, Each palace js likewife provided 

with a handfome fet of baths, and a Teh Khana 1.llldc:r ground. 

The baths of Sadut Khan are a fet of beautiful rooms , paved, and 

lined with white marble; they confift of five diftmCl: apart~ents, 
into which light is admitted by glazed windows at the top of the 

domes. Sefdur Jung's Teh Khana confifts of a fet of apartments 

built in a light and dc1icate fiyle; one long room, in which i!i a mar

ble refervoir the whole length. and a {maller onc raifed and balluf

traded on each fide; both faced throughout with white marble . 

• Of this garden :l.nd pal:!ce a mofi beauti(ul and atturate painting may be (etn in 
Daniell', Views in Hindo!\auo. 
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Shahjeh:mabad is adorned with many fine 

which arc .frill in perfeCt beauty and repair. 

man: worthy of defcription: 

'°3 
morques, feveral of 

The following are 

Firft, the J ama Mu.rjid- , or grC3t cathedral. This mafque is 

lituated about a quarter of a mile from the royal palace; the founda_ 

tion of it was laid upon a rocky eminence named Jujula PahaT. and 

has been [carped on purpofc. The afcent to it is by a flight of 

Hone fieps, thirty-five in number, through a handfomc gateway of 

red frone. The doors of this gateway 3fC covered throughout with 

plates of wrought brafs, which Mr. B/'rnier imagined to be copper. 

The terrace on which the marque is fituatcd, is a Il1uare of about 

fourteen hundred yards of red. fione: in the center is a fountain lined 

with marble. for the purpofe of performing the nccdfary abludons 

previous to prayer. 

An arched colonade of red frone furrounds the whole of the ter

race. which is adorned with oetagon pavillions for fitting in. The 

mofque is of an oblong form. two hundl ed and fixty~onc feet in 

length, furroundcd at top by three magnificent domes of white mar

ble interfeCted with black !tripes. and flanked by two MinnrCIJ nf 

black marble and red {lone alternately, riling to rhe height of an 

hundred and thirty feet. Each of there Minarets has three pro .. 

jecting galleries of white marble, having their fummits crowned 

with light octagon pavillions of the fame. The whole: front of the 

building is faced with large flabs of beaut iful white marble; and 

f or this morque likc:wifc is to be: fc:cll a beautiful painting by (he: Danie1l5. 

D D • 



APPENDIX, 1. 

along the cornice arc: ten compartments, four feet long and twoo and 

a half broad, \\,h1Ch are inlaid with infcriptions in hlack marble in 

the Nifol:i character, and arc raid to contain the gre!\tcr part, if not 

the whole, of the K oran . 

The jnude of the mofq ue is paved throughout with large nabs of 

white marble, decorated with a black border, nnd is wonderfully 

beautiful and delicate; the flabs arc about three feet in length by one 

and a half broad. The walls and roof are lined with plain white 

marble; and near the Kibla* is a handfome Took, or niche, which 

is adorned with a profunon of freize work. Cloft to this is a 

Mlin6cr, or pulpit, of marble, which has an aCcent of four fieps, 

ballultraded. 

The :lfccnt to the Minarets is by a winding fiair~cafe of an hun~ 

dred and thirty fieps of red fione; and at the top the fpeCiator is 

gratified by a noble view of the king's palace, the Cuttub Minar, 

the Hurran Minar, Humaioon's maufoJeum, the palace of Feroze 

Shah, the fort of old Delhi, and the fort of LOlli, on the oppoute 

banks of the river J umna. 

The domes are crowned with cullifes of ,copper richly gilt, and 

prefent il glittering appearance from afar off. Tius m ofque was 

begun by the emperor Shah Jehan in the fourth ycar of his reign, 

and completed in the tenth. Theexpcnces of its n ettion amounted 

• Kibla literally implies a compa(s, but here me:ms a {mall hollow or excavation jrll 

the walls of Mahomedan mo(que5. (0 fituated on the crc~Uon of the buildings, :LS a1.

way' to look tOWArds tlx city of Mecca. 
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to tan Jack. of rupee'; and it is in e\'cry refpcCl w onby of being 

the great cathedral of the empire of Hindofiaun. 

Not far from the palace is the mafque of Rofhun Al Dowla. 

rendered memorable ru the Delhians for being the place where Nadir 

Shah beheld the maIT.lcre of the unfortunate inhabitants. The caufe 

affigned by hil10rians for this inhuman act: i5, Ihat a {edition broke 

out in the great market place, in whith two thotrfand Pcrfians were 

{Jain . N adi r, on hearing of the tumult, marched out of the fort 

at night with n [mall force to the Musjid of RoChun AI Dowla, 

where he was fired upon in the morning from a IIcighbouring terrace, 

and an officer killed dofe by his fide. He infiantJy ordered ao iD

difcriminate flaughtcr of the inhabitan ts; Hud his fquadrons of ca. 

valry pouring through the !l:reets before the afternoon , put to de-,uh 

an hundred thoufand perfon' of all dcfcription,. 

U T he king of Perfia," fays the tranflator. of Ferifhta, II {at. 

H during this dreadful {cene, in the Musj id of Ro!hun AI Dowl:t: 

.j none but Ilaves durft come ncar him, for his countenance was 

" dark and terrible. At length, the unfortunate emperort, ~ttended 

U by a number of his chief Omrahs, ventured to approach him with 

" downcafi eyes . The Omrahs. who preceded Mahmud. bowed 

H down their foreheads to the ground. Nadir Shah fiernly alked 

*' them what thry wanted; they cried out with one voice, .. Spare 

H the city. U M ahmud {ai.d not a word, but tears flowed £aft from 

~, his eyes: the tyrant, for ooce touched with pity, .1heathed his 

• Colonel Dow .. .. t Ma.bmud Shah •. 
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H fword, and {aid, U for the fake of the prince Mahmud I for-

Since this dreadful ma(facre, this quarter of Delhi has been but 

very thinly inhabited. The mafque of RoOlUn AI Dowlah is Ii. 
tuated at the entrance of the ChandnfY Cholu. or market; it is of 

the common fize. built of red fione, and furmounted by three domes, 

richly gilt. 

ZUmtf AI Mllfajid, or the omarnent of morques, is on the banks 

of the Jumna, and was erected by a daughter of ./Jurcngueo, of 

the name of Zeenut Al Niffah. It is of red frone, with inlayings 

of marble, and has a (pacious terrace in front. with a capacious re

fervoir faced wi th marble. The princefs who built it, having de

elined entering into the marriage fiate, l aid out a large fum of money 

in the above mofque, and on its completion. {he built a fepu1chre 

of white marble, fur rounded by a wall of the fame, in the weft 

corner of the terrace. Here {he was buried in the year of the Hi

jerah 1122, corre1ponding to the year of Chrill, 17 10. There 

were formerly lands allotted far the fuppan and repairs of this place, 

amounting to a lack of rupees per ~nnum, but they have long Lince 

been canfifcated, du ring the troubles this city has undergone. Ex

dufive of the marques afore mentioned, there are, in Shahjchanabad 

and its ' envi rons, above forty others ; b ut as mon of them are of 

inferior fize aod beauty , and aU of them of a limilar faalion , it is 

unnecdTary to prereot any farther detail . 

The modem city of Shahjehanabad is rebuilt, and contains many 
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good houfes, chiefly of brick; the fireets are, in general, narrow, 

as is ufual in mort of the large cities in Afia; but there were for

merly two vcry noble {heets, the fir{l leading from the palace gate, 

through th e: city. to the Delhi gate, in a direction north and fouth. 

This firect 'Was broad and (paci oHS, having hill1dfomc houfes 0)) 

each fide of the way. and mC'rchants' {hops well furn inlCd with " 

variety of the richefi. articles. Shah Jehan caufcd an aqueduCt of 

red none to be made, which conveyed the water til t; whol"! length 

of the firect, and from thence, by a refervoir 'Under ground, into 

the royal gardens. - Rcrnains of this aqueduct arc fijll to be fcen, 

but it is in moil parts choakcd up with fubbifh. The fccolld grand 

fiteet entered in the fame manner, from the palace to the Lahore 

gate, lying can and weft j it W:lS equal in all rcfpeds to the former; 

but in both of them the inhabitants have Cpoiled the beauty of their 

appearance, by running a line of houfcs down the center, and, in 

other places. aCfofs ,he flreet, fo that it is with difficulty a perCon 

can difcover, without narrowly infpcctillg , their former pofition. 

The Bazars in Delhi are at prefent but indifferently furnilhcd, and 

rhe population of late years mifcrably reduced. The Chandl1ey 

Choke is the beft fumifhed in the city. though its commerce is 

but trifling. Cotton cloths are ftiH manufaClured, and they export 

indigo. Their imports are by thc northern caravans , which gene

rally come once a year; they bring , .... ith them from Calml and Cajh

nlere, lhawls, fruits, and horfes; the two fonner articles are procu_ , 
rable in Delhi at a reafonablc rate. There is alfo a manufaClory at 

Delhi for hooka bottoms. Precious !lones are alfo to he had in 

the Bazars, and the black and red cornelians of the largon and mofi 
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beaufiful fize. The adjoining country is weil cultivated, and the 

neighbourhood of the city produces corn. rice, mullet , ilnd indigo. 

The city is divided into thirty. fix mohauls or difiriCls. each of 

which is named either after the particular Omrah who relided there, 

or from forne local circumftance relati ve to the place. 

1t appears that modern Delhi has been built principally upon two 

roc ky eminences, rhe one where the Jllma Musjid is fituattd. named 

juju/a P.'1har .. and the other the quarter of the oil merchants. called 

Brju/a Paha,.~, from both of thefe you have a comm3r.ding view of 

the fen of the city. With rcfpeCl: to the ruins of old Delhi, the ex

tent cannot, I fuppofc. be lefs than n circumference of twenty 

miles, reckoning from the gardens df Shalimar, on the north weft, 

to the Kuttub Minar, on the Courh caft, and proceeding from thence 

.along the center of the old city. by way of the In.1u(oleum of 

Nizam AI Decn, the tomb of Hltmaioon, which adjoins, and the 

old fort of Delhi all the jumna, to the Agimcre gtlte of Shajeha

nabad. The environs to the north and weft are crowded with re

m:tins of fpacious gardens and country houfes of the nobility. which 

were formerly abond'lntly Cupplied with water. by means of a noble 

canal dug by Ai! Merdan Khan. and which formerly entered from 

above the city of Pinniput, quite down to Delhi, where it joined 

the Jumnu, fer tilizing in its Goude a tract of more tIlan ninctymjlcs 

in length, anrl befiowing comfort aud affluence on thafe who lived 

with in its extent. This canal, as it am tbr01.lgh the {uhurh! of 

Mogul Parah, nearly three miles in length, was t\Ven~y-five feet 

deep, and as mudl in breadtb, cut from the quarry of folid ftone, 
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from which molt of the neighbouring houCes have been IikewiCe 

built. Over it, at different places. were built (mall bridges of fione, 

which c~mmunicated \\ ith the garden houCes of the nobility. 

Ancient Ddhi is raid , by hifiorians, to have been cretted by 
Rajah Delu, who rdgncd in HindoJlaun prior to the invafion of 

Alrxandu tht Greal,' others affirm it to have been built by Rajah 

Pettouvar, who flouri01ed at a much later pcriod.-[t is called in 

Sanfcrit. Indropul. or the -abode of II/drat one of the Hindu deities, 

and it is thus diftinguilhed in the royal diplbmas of the chanccry~ 

office. \Vhc:thcrthc city be of the antiquity reported, it is difficult 

to determine. but this much is certain. that the vall quantity of 

buildings. borh ancient and modern, which are to be found within 

the extent above ment ioned, as well as their grandeur and ftyJe of 

architeCl:ure, prove it to have been a rich, flouri!hing, and popu

lous city. 

I will only add a thort aCCOllilt of the royal gardens of Sholimar i 

theCe gardens, made by the emperor Sh.h 7,hnll, we"e begun in 
the fourth year of his reign. an.d finHhed in the thirteenth, on which 

6ccafion, a£cording to Colonel Dow, the emperor gave a grand reC
tival to his comt. ~rhcfe gaTdens were laid ou.t with admirable tafic. 

and coO: the enormous fum of a million ficrJing; their prefe-m ap .. 

pea.rance does not give eaufe to fuppofe (uro an immcnfe fum has 

been laid out upon them, though great part of the moil:: valuable 

and comy materials have been earried awa),. The entrance to them 

is through a gateway of brick, and a canal, lined with .fione. having 

walks on each fide, paved with brick. leads up to the D'ewafi/l 
E E 
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Khfma . or hall o'f audience, moll part of which 15 now fallen 

down; fTorn hence, by the fide of a ndble canal, having a f6untRin 

in the center j you proceed to the apartll1('nts of the [-[aram, which 

occupy a large extent of ground. In front is an ]v aull, or open 

hall, \vith apartments adjoining. ihc imerior of which arc decorated 

with a beautifu1 border aT ,Vhite and gold painting, upon a g.-ound 

of the find\: chunam. 

On each fide of this Ivaun. enc10fcd by high walls, arc the apah

me'nts of the Haram, forne of which aTe built of red fione, and 

fome of brick, · faced with the chunam afore mentioned, and orna

ments, with paintings of flowers of various kinds. An the apart_ 

ments have winding paffages, which communicate with each other, 

and the gardens adjoining byprivate doors. The extent of Shalimar 

docs not appear to have been very large. I fuppofe the gardens al

together are not above one mile in circumference: a high brick wall 

runs around the whole, and the extremities are flanked with octagon 

pavilions of red .none. The gardeGs fiill abound with trees of a 

very large fize, and very old. The profpeCt. [ou!h of Shalimar, 

towards Delhi, as far as the eye can reach, is covered with thc 're

mains of extcnfive gardens, pavilions. mafques, and burial places. 

The environs of this oncc magnificent and celebrated city, appear 

now nothing more than a fhapelcIs heap of ruins, and the country 

round abOllt is equally de folate and forlorn. 

" 'Tbe.fpider hath woven hit web in tbe royal palaen!! the Cd!.fal'!, 

.. The fJ'" .. t:l j/lmduh ccmine! on the waICh_I07.t'er.r bf Afmjiob /" 

~ S.(DI. 
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On the l!.th of IYl:1rch, J 794. the author 3ccomp<'lnicd MriOf 
Reynolds, who was at Delhi, on a deputation from the IXngal go· 

vcrnmenr, to an audience of his majcfiYI Shah-Aulum. 

After entering the palOlce. we were carried to the Dt!'lVtlUl l KballQ, 

or hall of audience for the nobility. in the middle of which was 

a throne, raifed about a foot and a half from the ground. In the 

eemer of th,is elevation was placed a chain of crimfan vclvcr, bound 

with gold clafps, and over the whole was thrown an embro~d.C'rfd 

covering of gold and fiiver thread. A hamlfomcfami(UlOb·. fup

ported by fOllr pillars • .incruficd with {jlver, was placed over tht 

chair of fiale . The king was at this time il.l tllC TlIj6ttlb Kban(1, 

or oratory I an apartment in which he generally fits . On paffing a 

Queen of Indi<Ul Connollghu, we proceeded to th.c front of the 

Tuflrab Khan4, and being arrived in the prcfcnce of the king, each 

of us made three obcifances in turn, by throwing down the right 

hand pretty low, anJ afterwards raifing it to the forehead; we then 

went up to the Mufnud. on which his majcfty fat, and pre(entcP 

our Nuzzirs. or white handkerchiefs. each of our names being an .. 

nounced at the time we o£fc:red chem . The king received the whole. 

and gave the Nuzzirs to his fon, Mirza Akbar Shab, and tW() other 

princes. who fat on his left hand. We then retired with our faces 

towards the prefence, ma~c the fame obcir.mce as before, and re

turned a fecond time to the MufilUd . After a lligJu converfation. 

we were directed to go without the enclofurc, and put on the Khil ... 

Juts wJucb his majefty had ~rdered for us. They conJiaed of light 

.. Canopy. 

E E ~ 
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Ind tan drefi"es, a turhand Jamah, and Cumherbllnd , made of cotton, 

with fmall gold fprigs. On being cloathed in thett drefTes, we ol1('e 

more returned, and after a few minutes flay, previous to which, 

Major Reynolds received a. {word and a tille from the king. we 

were difmiiTcd. and {orne fervants were ordered to attend us, while 

viewing the palace. 

The palace of the royal family of Timoor was erected by the 

Emperor Shah Jehan, at the time he built the new city . It is fi

tuated on the we1tem bank o f the river Jumna, and ito fu rrounded 

on three fides by a wall of red f~one ; ] judge the circumference of 

the whole to be about one mile. 

The two frone figures, mentioned by Bernier, at the entrance of 

the palace. which reprefented the Rajah of Chillore , and his bro

ther Potta, feated on two elephants of frone, arc oot now to be 

fecn.-They were removed by order of A urel1geube. as favoring 

too much of idolatry, and he endofed the fpace on which they 

ftood with a {kreen of red fione, which has disfigured the eotran~e 

!o the palace. 

The tidl objeCt, after entering, that attraCts '3ttenJion, IS ~he 

DewoUIl .dum, or pub1ic hall of audience, for .all defcriptions of 

people. It is fituated at the upper end of a f~cious fquare. and, 

though at prcfent much jn decay, is a I;loble buil~ing. On, each 

fide of the D(WQun Aum, and all round the fguare, are apartments 

of two frodes in height. the walls and front of which, in the times 

of the fplendour of th", empire, were adorned with a profufion of 
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the richcfl t.peilry, velvets and filks, the nobles vy(ng with each 

other, in rendering them the mafi: magnificent, eCpcciaUy on 

fcfiivals and days of public rejoicings, which prefcntcd a grand 

fight. There deC'orations have, however, long fince been di(con

tinned, and nothing but bare walls now remain. 

From the D ('Zf)(lun Aum we proceeded through another handfome 

gateway to the Dewaun Khafs afore mentioned. This buildmg 

likewife is fttuated at the upper end of a fpacious fquare. elevated 

upon a terrace of marble about four feet in height. The Dewaun 

Khafs, in fonner times, was adorned with exceffive magnificence i 

and though repeatedly fhipt and plundered by fucceffive invaders. 

[Ell retains fufficicnt beauty to render it admired. J judge the build_ 

ing to be an hundred and fifty feet in length by forty in bread th. The 

roof is Rat. fupported by numerous columns of fine white marble. 

which have been richly ornamented with inlaid Aowcr work of dif

ferent coloured froncs : tile cornices and horders have: been decorated 

with freize and fculpturcd work. The ciding was formerly in

crufied with a ri ch foliage of filver throughout its whole ext~nt, 

which has been long {inee taken away. :rhe delicacy of the inlay ... 

ing in the compartments of the walls is much to be admired; and 

it is matter of bitter rrgret to fee the barbarous ravages that have 

been made by picking out the different carnelians, and breaking the 

marble by violence. Around t,he exterior of the Dewaun Kha{s, in 

the cornice, are the following lines, written in letters of g~ld upon. 

• ground of white marble; 

~ll.:Jt"j ~'.).r. ~,~,,; ..,.fl 
•• 1 --.10 •• 1 ....... I ..... 

......... ~ ......... 1:;1,- '-- ~ 
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H If there be a paradife upon earth, this is jt-'tis rhis-'tis this." 

The terrace of this building is compafed of large flabs of white 

marble: , and the building is ~ crowned at top with four pavili ons or 

cupol:ls of the f..1me materials. The royal baths blli lt by the em_ 

peror Shah Jehan are ft tuatcd a little to the northward of the Dewaun 

Khafs , and conu!l: of three vcry large rooms furmounted by domes 

of white marble. The inude of themi about two thirds of the 

way up, is lined with marble, having beautiful bord(:rs of flowers, 

worked carnelians. and other ft:oncs executed with much tafie .--

The Aoors afC paved throughout with marble in large {labs; there 

arc fountains in the center. which have pafI"es to carry the water into 

the different apartments : large refervoirs of marble, four feet in 

.depth, are placed in the walh. The light is admitted frum the roof 

by windows of llained glafs; and capacious !roves with iron gra. 

tings arc placed underneath each feparate apartment. Adjoining 

.the baths is 3. very fine mofque made after the fafhion already 

defcribcd. 

In the royal gardens is a very large octagon room. whioh faces 

,the Jumna: it is called Shub Bur}, or the Royal Tower, and is 

lined w,ith marble. Through the window of this room, the late 

heir apparem, Prince :Mirza Juwaun Bukht. made his efcap~ in 

J 784. when he fled to Lucknow. Great part of the palace has 

fuffered by the dcftruClivc ravages of the late invaders. The Ro. 

hUlas, in partic~l a.r. who were introduced by Gholaum Cadir Khan. 

have firipped many of the rooms of their marble ornaments and 

pavements. 
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Adjoining the palace is the fort of SeJim Ghur; it communicates 

by Q bridge of ilone built over an arrn of the river : it is now en_ 

tirely in ruins * . 

• Two buildings, which i\U ~quaHy worthy the in(pedion of a traveller, h:LVC not been ' 

dd'cri~ in the preceding account; namely, the Gtnlur Munlur, or Obfcrvatory, built 

by Rajah ] ey Sing; and the Cuuub M imlr, or the famous column in the neighbourhood 
of the citro Of both of thefe, thel\o'lcffrs. Daniells have brought to England moO: 

beautiful and 3ctUratc paintil'lgll. and the latter has likewifc Ix.'t'n de(cribed by Captain 

Blunt, of the 13engal cngiOtCN. one .o£ tbe .author'. comp::anians in the journq before. . 
mentioned. 

• 
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• 
.A Narrati'Ut of th, Revolution at Rampore in 1794· 

FIZOOLAH Khan, after the battle of Cutturah in '774, retired 

with the remainder of the Rohillas to the Cummaoon H ills. The 

events of the campaign' under Colonel Champion, and the fubfe_ 
quent treaty of Loll Dong in the [arne year, are in the hands of 

every one. 

By that treaty. Fizoolah Khan had a territory allotted to him, 

which was eftimated at the annual value of fourteen lacks of rupees •. 

He chofe the city of Rampore as the place of his . rcfidence, and J 

fedulonfly empJoyed himfelf to the improvement of his coun~ry, and 
hi. {ubjett" welfare. 

His virtuous efforts were crowned with deferved fuccefs; and, 

after an uninterrupted and profperous adminiaration of twenty years, 

during which 1;e nearly doubled the revenues of his country. he 

expired in Auguft , 794 in full poff'effion of the e!Ieem and Juve of 

his fubjelts. and in high repute with the native princes of India for 
his benevolence, generofity, and good faith . 

• About .50,0001. fterling. 



A. 0 . 1794.) APPENDIX, . II. "l'7 
Fizoolah Khan left behind him a family of ten children; feven 

fans and three daughters. His eldefr fon, Mahomcd Ali Khan, 

Itlccccded to his dominions , agreeably to the elh.blilhed rights of 

primogenitllfe. and was acknowledged as chief by the RohilJa tribe. 

~1ahomeJ Ali is dcfcrihed by his countrymen as being grofs anJ 

cruel; and was, confeqllently, exceffive\y di!liked by the body of 

the people. who, from the charadcrifiic of their natural fpirit. rc~ 

quire from their fupcriors a conciliating manner and kind tfCatment 

as the price of obedience. On the other hand, the fecondJon (by 
tbe (arne mother) darned Gholaum Mahomed. who, though a young 

man of violent and turbulent clifpofition, was by his tribe generally 

beloved. He had been the favourite of his father during the latter 

years of his life, and had conduCted under him the moil important 

bufincfs of the fiate. • 

By his l.mremitrtd attention to the cultivation of the jag hire •. 4c: 
had, jn a particul:Ir manner, gained the eflet m of the hufbandrnen, 

who in faCt compofe the great body of the people; and 'he addition 

of a handfome perron, and an affectcd fuavity of manners, with a. 

plaufible attemion to his exterior demeanor, had riveted him in the 

efteem and warmeft -affea:ion of the foldiers at large. 

Spurred on thus by ambition, and having once tailed the intoxica.

ting cup of pleafure, he could HI brook a fudd en defcent into infig .. 

nificance; he fcarcely permitted the eyes of his aged father to be 

e1afed, when he entered into a cabal with fome of the leading and 

mofl: turbulent of the Rohilla cbiefs. 

F F 
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A confcioufnefs of his own natural fuperitlrity over his brother, 
flimuIated him to commit a barbarous cri.me, at which human na

ture revolts, and at once to rend .funder the honds of brotherhood 

and loyalty. 

Gholaum Mahomed having gained over to his interefrs the prin

cipal officers of the army. and, through them, {ccured the attachment 
of the troops, proceeded to exa:ute the deJign formed for the dcpo

fition.of his brother. Sevent ..... aay. after the death of Fizoolah 

lUJan, Ghqlaum Mahomed, attended by a felell: party well armed, 

Ultered the Durh ... of Mahomed Ali. A confidential fervant ap

pri!ed the Nuwauh of his brother'$ intended vifit ;. and at the fame 

time cautioned him to be on his guard, as tJ"eachf'o/ was intended. 

u It is irnpoffible my 1]10the1 can entertain evil defigns againft 
H me: has he not taken tbe" facTed Koran? U was tte anfwer of the 
infatuated prince. He was too (oon convinced of his errror. 

On ent<ring the l\partmcnt, Ghnlaum Mahomed, as had been 

agreed upon by the confpirators, bore himfelf with deJigoed haugh

tinef. and difrefpeCl towards his brother. This, as was forefeen 

and deJi,eu, inflamed Mabnmed Ali, and exc~ted tAe iraiCibility of 

his temper. He broke forth into the grolfcft abufe, and, jn his un. 

goyemahle rage, was fa rafu as to draw his fabre. 

Gholaurn Mabnmed now gave the Jigna! of attack, and his bro_ 

tiler was inllantly furrounded by the whole body of confpirators. 

who, after a refolute and defperate reullanc., cut him down. He 

... 
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Was then confined. and fent to the houfe of the late Fizoof.h KhalT. 

where he was received by the women of the fami ly, who' .baving 

drelTed his wounds, endeavoured to alleviate his grief and recon.cile 

him to his fatc. 

The ufurper was acknowledged by the army and people at Ram • . 

pore with loud acclamations. Shortly after this evc.nt, it was 

underftood by letters which arrived from Lucknow. that the enlarge

ment of the depofed Nuwallb, and hi' being permitted to r<fide at 

Lucknow, woulq be acceptable to the vizir -. 

A council, conftftingo of Gholauln Mahomed and llis princip~ 

leaders, was held on the occafion, and they were requefted to give 

their "'fpettive opinions on the fubjea before them . 

It has been affirmed. but not corroborated by any telHmony' that 

has come within our knowledge. that the ufurper himfeJf appeared 

inclined to a merciful detcnnination, and would have liberated his 

brother. This. however, was violently ojJpofed by fame of the 

leaders, and particularly by Nutchoo Khan and Omar Khan. tw<> of 

the moll ferocious and fanguinary of the Rahill. tribe, tHey de

clared, as a reaCon for their difiike to Mahomed All 's enlargement, 

that, 1hould he' ooce quit the jaghirc and be allowed to join the BritifiJ 

• It is oeceffiiry heR to remark, that the above circumftance was oommunicattid td 

the :luther by a confidenu31 rerv~t of the late Fit.oo1ah Kh2n. woo i, now living at 
RlImpore. At the fame time impartiality demandt us to fiate. that the credibility of 
the circumftance reNs {oldy on the tcnilllonyof thil man, (it being denied b1 the: people 
01 Ouck ) • 

F io' 2 
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army, there could be no doubt but al1 thofe concerned in the late. 

revolution, together with their wives and fanJilies. would, in the 

event of a defeat, be expofed to the mofl: revere rc:fenrment; even·, 

faid Omar Khan, .. to their grinding of rice for the infidels *:' 
, 

Thefe arguments decided the quefiion; and it was llnanimouf1y 

tefolvcd to put the unhappy prince to death. But the carrying this 

f3nguinary rdolve into effeCt was a matter of no final} difficulty, and 

required a difplay of confiderabk art and perfidy. 

Mahomed Ali. as we have feen, was within the walls of the 

Haram. a fanClu3ry which, in Hindoftaun, it is confidered in the 

higheft degree diilionourable to violate or pollute.. Gholaum Ma

homed, therefore, proceeded in a manner equally fubtle, as refinedly 

cruel. He fent for a perron then at Rampare, by name Shah HulTun, 

a Syud t, and a man refpeded by all for his fandity, his age, and 

exemplary manners . In the ptcfcncc of this man, the ufurper {wore 

upon the Koran. that if his ill-fated brother would voluntarily quit 

his afylum,.not a hair of his head.Jhould fufiain injury: .he Con

cluded, by rcquefting of the Syud to prevail upon his brother to 

come forth. 

, Satisfied with an affurance fo Colemn', the holy n:u.n repaired to the: 

paL1et of Fizoolah Kh.n; and there having repeated whot he had 

heard from the ufurper, Mahomed Ali was perfu.ded to yic:ld his 

• Which. in A:ia, is confidered an office of the moft mtnial nature..

t Dckendant or the Prophet. • 
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alfent. H e accordingly quitted his afylum, and was forthwith con~ 
dulled to a [mall fort about a mile d inant from the city. 

Having thus obtained po{feffion of his brother's perron. Gholaum 

Mahomcd next deliberated on the fttrcfi mode of depriving him of 

his life, without himfel f incurring the guilt of fratricide. Oroar 

Khan, whom we have before mentioned as the rnofi ravage of his 

advifers, propafed the deteR-able method of poifoning his viCtuals; 

and to this, however incredible it may appear, the inhuman brother 

gave his caoCent. The perfolls who had charge of the prifoner 

were directed to carry this refolution into effect. But information 

of the defign having been prc:vioufly communif.:ated to Mahomed 

Ali, he refured to eat. For three days and as many nights did the 

unhappy prince remain without fufiellance, and in a fiate of torpid l-

infcnfibility. The fourth day, nature being exhaufied, and TOl\Ccd ' 

by the calls of hunger, the Nuwaub prevailed upon the humanity of 

a . ,vater-carrier who :lut"nded him to afford him a {mall portion of 

JlOUT: of this, which he prepared with his own hands by mixing 

it with water, he ate a morfal; but his ftomach, weakened by Co 
long fafiing, almofi immediately on {wallowing, rejeCted the food. 

Meanwhile the barbarian. finding his intentions fruftrated, and 

impatient of the delay, rerolved to complete his bloody purpoft by 

the daggers of af'faffination. Four wretches, Munfa, Syud Khan, 

Toolloo, and another, were felected for the perpetration of this 

hornd deed. ' 

Notwithftanding the (ccrecy with which the order was given, of. . .' 
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this, likewife, M'ahomed Ali received infonnation, and pcrceivihg , 
that his fate W3S approaching. he Cent an affetliooate me1Tage to his 

Begum and family. and as a final effort to avert his brother's yen: 
j 

geancc. he, for the fake of his family, acquainted the Syud, whom 

we have before noticed, of the u1timate refolution of his unrelenting 

brotber. 

The Syud, equally aftonifbed as indignant, at the bafe conduct 

of the u[urper, and commi1Terating the fate of his lawful prince , 

repaired to the Dutbar of Gholaum Mahomed; he th<rc publicly 

charged him with a breach of faith, and a contempt for the precepts 
of religion. The hypocrite, in reply, gave the m6fi: [olemn affil~ 
rances of the fafety of Mahomed Ali, whofe life, he added, .. was 

dearer to him than his own." But the heart of this ru'ffian was not 

to be foftened; neither the recolleCtion of their early years, nor the 

elofer tics of fraternal affection, finee arrived at manhood, cou1d 

incline to pity or remorfe, and to add to the guilt of affaffination . 

he defcended to the meaneft and vileft fubterfuge. In order that i~ 

might appear an act of fuicide on the part of the mifer.ble brother', 

orders were givr;n to the affaffins to contrive the murder to that effect. 

AccordingJy, entering the chamber of the flceping prince at mid_ 
night, they put an end to hi . exillcnce by a pillol thot, and fevera! 

ftab. of a dagger. When the deed was done, they removed the 

body to a fmall diflar.ce from. where it lay, and after placing <pe 

weapon in the breall of the deceafed, they departed. " 

Next morning intelligence of the deceafe of Mahomed Ali was 

conveyed to his brother, while-uttiRg in the Durbar. The "ufurj><r, 
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~ffcCting the utmofi (urpriCe nnd afionilhment. buill inta tears, and 

lamented, in the moll: poignant terms, the unhappy mOlnerS or.his 
brother, in committing fo defpeTale an aCt. To cODIPlet. the in

famy of this diabolical tranfaClion, he directed the n::.matns of his 
brother to be foJcmnly interred, and diflributed a conudcrablc {urn 

of money in charity, to pray for the repofe of the foul of the de

ceafed. 

In this manner, polluted with a brother's blood, did Gholaum 

Mahomed afcend the Mufnud of Rampare. The necelTary fieps 

were now to be taken to fecure the efiablilhmcnt of the ufurper. 

As • prelude, jetters were difpatched ta the vizir, in which Gha

]aum Mahomed endeavoured to excufe the atrocity of his conduct " 
be offered. moreoyer, to his excellency. in alleviation of his guiJt, 

a Nazzeranah - and Pai1hcufh J and with prafeffians af the highefi 

attachment ~nd Jefpcct for the Nuwaub as his fovercign and lord 
paramount, he concluded with rcqucfting a continuation.of the Jag
hire In his own peri on. . . 

It may here be remarked, that this 'faluable Jagbir. had anly betn 

granted far life to its late palfelTar, and canlCqU<l1tly, at hi. demife. 

it reverted ta the Vizir, as lard paramount of Rahikundt. It is 

true that fame years lince, it had been prapafed by the vizir him-

• ~azuranab, a pment whit'h it ufually fent by tributary princu in Hindoflaun, 
on their acceffion. to their foycrdgn or lord paramount. 

t Vute tepOrt of the {eled COInmittee fOr India atrai .... -Major Palmer', cmbaB"y 
10 Rampo~. 
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{elf, through the mediation of the fupreme government at Calcutta, 

. to F!zoolah Khan, to change the tenure of the Jagh ire . which was 

only for life •• into an Altllm Ghrh, which, by the ufages of Hin~ 

dofraun , defcend s in perpetuity to fucce{fors. A confideration of 
fifteen lacks of rupees was then deemed a fu fficicnt compenfation. 

By fome means or other the offer was rejected on the part of Fi. 

zool41h Khan, and, confequently at his demifc. the right of rcfump

tion of the jaghirc was evident and undeniaol . 

The vizlr , who from his earliefi: youth had !xeo iOlmerfed in 

pleaCure. would now gladly have fc ized the favou rable opportunity 

thus afforded him, of confifcating th is valuable jag-hire. which 

would fupply him with frc!h means of gratifying his extravagance. 

His flu ctuating mind, however, unaccuftomed to bufinefs, or de

cHive exertion, hefitated, and with the jm~cility and little craft jn

hercnt to Ajialic policy, he had rccourfc to temporizing.meafures. 

The views of his minifier, Rajah Ticket Roy, a man timiu, 

irrcfolutc, and deftitute of every qualification above that of a mere 

accomptant, were eafily led to encourage the weaknefs of his mafier. 

This minifter forefaw and dreaded the difficulties in which he ,muQ: 

unavoidably he jnvolved, fuould vigorous meafures be purfued. 

An empty treafury, a deranged fyftem of finance, a weak go

vernment, deeply anticipated revenue, and an impoverifhed country. 

afforded bUl flender means for fupplying, not only the neeeITary ex. 

penccs of the war, but alfo to provide for the parade and utrava-
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gantt of his fovereign, whore chihlifhly expen{j yc tum he knew 

would not fail of difplaying its pomp on this oCOIfion. He viewed 

• with affright the cmbarrafTments- that threatened him, and hoped. 

by accommodation, to dcape the impending difficulties, and, at 

the fame time, by a large mulct, to raiCe a temporary relief to the 

exigcnces of the fiate . 

The vizir and his miniIlers, although from diff'C!rent motives, 

'were uniteI') in a delire to accommodate, tempted by the mngnitude 

of the furn· now offered, as Nuzzcranah. by Gholaum Mahomcd. 

But, however ftrong the neccJIity of the one, or the extravagance 

of the other, yet neither would venture on a decifivc fiep in an af

fair fa important, without confuJting their allies, the EngliOt, who 

were guarantees to the Jagbire Dar by the treaty of LoU Dong. 

Accordingly I the vizir communicated the circum fiances of the 

event to the Britflh refident at Lucknow I who conveyed the inti

mation to the fupreme board in Calcutta; at the {arne time, his 

execUtocy declared his intention to abiJe by tht: advice of that go-

vertlment. • 

It was {uppo{cd by many. that the Briti1h government would 

take no part in the Durmefs, and had they been delirous of avoiding 

trouble, there exifred ~ pla~fible pretext for permitting the vizir to 

follow his own inclinations. 

It was, however, jurur confidered, that were the EngJifb, unrfer 

• Twmty-lwoJacb of wpm. 

CG 
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the oircumftanccs of their known and iutimate conne&ion with the 

vizir, to overlook this foul murder. and fufl'cr (0 heino\~ a crime 

!o go unpunilhed, it would be a conduCt utterly unworthy and di(. 

honourable, and would not fail to derogate from the nation~l 11.1.

ratter. in the eyes of the princes of Hindofi:aun . 

Altuated by fo generous a principle, the Hritifh government came 

to the determination to dj(potfefs and puniih the rebe4 and in pur_ 
{uance of this refolution. the two brigades which are ftatiooed in 

Oude, by treaty. were ordered to take the field. Sir Roobert 

Abercrombie, the commander in chicf~ being at that time on a 

tour to infped the troops at the upper fiations of the anny. was 

requeiled to undertake the expedition, and for that purpofe, was in. 

veiled with the moil ample authority, and afiified by the co"'pera. 

tion of the refident at Lucknow. 

1'reparatory to the commencement of the campalgn, the com
mander in chief was infuulled to arrange and concert mcafures with 

the vizir , for the future govcrnmer.tt of the jaghire. Sir Robert 
Abercrombie accordingly had a meeting with his highllefs at Dala. 

mow, on the banks of the Ganges. He there explained to the vizir, 
in the fullcil and moil diftind 'manner, that the Englith were deter. 

mined to remove the murderer. Gholaum Mahomed,. for ever, from 

any iliare in the ,govemt:nent of Rampore, and that whateveT pari 

of t~e jaghire it might hereafter be deemed proper (0 bellow on 

the Rohil1a~, it mufi hi conferred upon. the irifan! jon of the dc
cufeO! Jaghire D",. 

I 
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"r(lC vi~ir, it is {aid, was not lefs hurt at the didatorial drain "f 
this cOlllmunication , than di!f.·1.tisfied with its tenor (fo averfe to Ills 

OWll withes) or .he withes of his miniller. They loo~ed '0 im

mediate advantage, and eager to fcize the golden prize, and both 

being devoid of every idea of national chara.dcr, laughed [q {co(n 

the infatuation and folly of expending blood and trcarure, for vlh3lt, 

~n tpeir own fingul:u plmlfcology, tbey deemed H A ]'Jame/' 

The Nm,v'9b, exhibiting fymp.0"'r' of dif.lfetl.ion. was tinall;y 

given to unde,rnand, that without he explicitly acquiefced in the 

above point5, that the Dritifil govemmen,t would take no ~rt in the 
Qll1inds. 

Immediate compliance enflled , and Sir Raben Abercrombi~ pro
ceeded, with all c;.xpc:dition, to Cawuporc, and from that place .to 

FUlly cqur. where he arrived, and .!Turned .h. command of .he: 

army qn the ~ll} of Oaob~r, 17941 .he troops began '0 crofs .h" 

Ganges at Fuuy G~ur, and rhe Cawnporc brigade having joined, 

.he army was fonned alew days af.cr on Ihe banks of .he Garnbc",b 

11'Ver. 

Meanwhile the vizir had been coUc:cting his army, which can.· 
• 

Jilted of jl,nUmelOUS and UIld,ifciplined r;<bble of infamry. and about: 

~ooo hOlfe.; and. f9r \h~ f •. ke of an o/len.a.ious difplay of pomp. 

ao':) pieces of CanjlOl\, {orne of them of\ very large pimenfion.:;, 

were dragged alQng with the mult·itude. 

His higlmefs quilled Lucknow on .he 13.h of Otl.ober. and, 

GG. 
• 
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though by ea[y marches, he might cafil)' have come up with the 

BritHh general and joint'd forces, he, on the contrary, appeared 

defirous to remain in the lcar, and, notwithfranding the preffing d 

urgent folkitat>ions of the Englifh relident. and General Martm. 

who attended his camp, he could not be perCuaded to advance. 

Being folicited to fend on, at leafr, a body of cavalry, he declined 

t~e proporal, and it was not until the day after the aCtion, that any 
of the vizir's army joined the Britifh. OUf narration muil: now 

lead us to the fituation of the Engliih army. in which nothing ma

terial oc~urred tmtil the 24th infrant:, when it encamped on the banks 

of the Sunkrah. a {maU river I about five roBes in advance of Be
reilly. upon the high road to Rampore. 

In the evening of that day an officer was ordered out with a 
party of troopers to patrole three or four miles in front, and report 

any occurrence to the general. That officer reported that I SOO of 

the enemy's horfe were advanced as far as MiIlik, a village about 

fifteen miles from the Briti!h encampment, and that fome horfernen, 
about noon, had been feen examining the pa!Tage of the D oo Jorah, 

a {mall river jn front, and within the vizir's territories. 

On tho '5th, the Englilh preferved the fame pofition, their front, 

to the Rampo~e rood, and the Sunkra river, covering their rear. 

and, by a winding direCtion, protecting alfo the right flank, fo that 

it could only be attacked, either on the left or in front, and in either 

c.fe to the difadvantage of the opponents. 
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About two o'clock. P. M. of this day. the commander in chief 

was aftonHhed at the intellig~nce that the Rohillas , in full force, 

were croiling the D oa Jorah, accompanied by the cavalry of lhe 

Hne. The general advanced to a {mall eminence in front, to ob

{erve the motions of the enemy. A mcffage fronl. GhoJaum Ma

homed was, at this time. brought with .detter to the general. which 

Sir Robert would not receive, but defired the meffenger might be 

direCted to retum. and acquaint his maficr I that the BeitiCh com

mander would hold no communication with him, until he retired 
• 

within the Rampare boundary. and totally evacuated the territories 

of the vizir, the invalion of which was highly improper,. and ad .. 

ded much to the atrocity of his crime. Th'\t the Rohillas would, 

be allowed until the evening of the next day to withdraw their 

troops, which, if they did not, 'he Englifh would conJider and 

treat them as enemies, 

"I'o this no anfwel' was returned, but on the 26th of October the 

enemy appeared in a menacing and hofiile manner, {preading over 

the plain in irregular and confuftd, though nllmer~s, columns, 

The general who had been to reconnoitre, returned to camp, and 

left one of his <rids de camp to give timely notice of the enemy's 

motions. The enemy continuing to advance, and form, in, an 

irregular manner, the Britllh troops were immediately o~dered to 

prepare for attion, 

The firll: brigade, con lifting of the '3th native baHalion, 'he 2d 

European regiment, and the J 8th native, with the t"Vo regiments 
, 
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of cavalry. formed the refcrve . and compofed the right w~'g of Ih. 

ar01Y. The 3d brigade. confifiillg of four native battalions, fUlmed 
Ihe left wing. and the ~d brigade • .o{ equal fuength. compofedthe 

center. To each battalion in the !inc were attached two g \1n5. ~nd 

the grand park of artillery was pofted. in the interval, between the 

center dhifiol1 anti the left \~.'jng. From:ln eminence in iront, 

which the enemy wcre.unaccOltntabJy permitted to DCCllPY. they (apn 

cornmcnced.an harmlefs caunOJlade; their g~os beil;lg greatly elevated, 

Ihe .Ibot paffed over the BrUin, line. About teo, A. M. the Iiyc 

being regularly formed, two guns, the fignal to a.dvance, were fired 
_in the center. The EngHfll troops lx-gao ta adYance, and coutinued 

to prefs forward with great.ardour, uncil they met the enemy, w1m 
ca.mc on with ,unexampled refolution and determined f~rocity. upon 

~he points of their bayonets. (wo,d in hand. The BritHh artillery 

and mufketry did great execution; but could not entirely check the 
firft onfct. The moft defper,He effort of the Rohillas was made on 

the right of the referve. where Colonel Bunington commanded, and 
fell. The ~avalry who were on the rightilank. cammanded by 

-Captain Ramfi • when the cnQnY had advanced to about eig-h!y 

paces, fuddenly'wheeled to the left, by order of their commanding 
officct. who ·lcd them into the rear of the fefervc. Tlu: fuddenncf:j 

of this u"expelled and difgraccful movement. and the charge which 

the enemy were thereby.infpired to make 911 the_rear, threw ahc ca

val,),- into-eQnfufion. and .left Ihe gallant '3th .battalion entirely ex

pofed! this the enemy perceiving. threw themfelv.e; with.me u~mofi 
violence upon the flank of that corps, and many of them having 

turned its rear, the whole J)ght wing of the battalion were cut to 

plee.s. Captain M .. leod the_commalJliam. a gallant and .~peri_ 

4 
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enced officer, 1tBgether with fOllr of his fubalterns, fell; this corps 

prelfed upon .the European regiment I \\ hieh being 31fo brjfkly at

tacked, w.ere thrown .into a like confufion. 'fhe Europeans, in 

turn, crowded upon the J 8.rh battalion, and, notwilhilanding Ihe 

fteadinefs and exertion of that corps , animated by the pre(enc~ of 

their gallant leader, Major Bolton, much deftrudion was committed 

in a few minutes. The body of t11C enemy that made this im

preffion 011 the rcferve. bad {uffered mllch themftIves, hut in the 
• 

tumult, had' paffed through thi: intervals occafioned by the difordcr, 

and were in the f('aT of the European rrgim.ent, when a part of the 
cavalry, which had, by the grcalcft exertions of the fubaltern offi

cers, been rallied, returned ba«:: k to the attack, 3nd prevc'1ted fUMer 

mifchief. The other divifions of the line having maintained an 

undaunted face throughout the whole of the battle, re"fiance on 

the part of the Rollillas , ~t length , enti rely ceafed, 2nd aft.r a elote 

atl ion of an hour and forty minutes. fcarce a man of the enemy 

was to be feen. 

The BritiDl line haired a few minutes on the field of banJe to Jet 
the troops breathe, afttr which, tbey purfued the enemy to the 000 

Jomb river, on the oppofite banks of whiel. their camp " ,., ftill 

nanding ; th is was plundered by the vizir's horfemen, who, ac

cording to cuftom, had cOtpC: up aft~r th~ adion, and whiJIl cht 

EngliOl line was halted, to mark out their encampment, thefe ban .. 

ditti reaped the reward dw: to the valour of 'heir allies. 

• 
The Rohilla force, from the man authentic accounts, conti 

of 30,000 infantry, and about 4000 horfe; they had ne;>rly ~ooo 
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mee killed, and as many wounded; wbilft the Britiih had to regret 

a dear-bought viCtory, in theJofs of 600 men and fourteen officers *. 
men of tried reputation in their profefilon, and who had fought 

under the banners of Coote and Comwallis. 

On Ihe 27th, the army halted to inter the dead, and take care,of 

tbc wounded, who were Cent back to Bereilly the fame day. where 

an hofpital was formed for their reception .• On the, 29th, the army 

reached and took porrellion of the city of Rampore, the capital bf 

the Rohilla jaghire. and excepting the widow and family of Ma

horned Ali, fcarce a Rohillah remained in the place, the whole hav_ 

·jng evacuated the town the day fucceeding the battle. 

The Britiih general ,then deemed it eligible to give up the town 

·to the management of the vizir, whofe people accordingly took 

Forrellion. 

Intel1igencc of the retreat of the RohilJas into the Almora hills. 

which extend along the cafl:cm boundary of Rohilcund, having bc::en 

received, the Britifh army advanced by eafy marches. and on the 5th 

of November, encamped at the village of Puttab, at the foot of [he 
• • Names ()£ d.e officers killed in the alt:ion of the 26th Otlllber, J 19~.-fnf""'1: 

Colonel Burrington. MOIj~r Bolron, Captain Mac1~, Captain Mawbcy. Litll/IRQNS t 

W . Odell, W. I:linckfman, John Plumer, Jofepb Ricbardfon, T. Cummings, Z . 
Birch. IYoufldtl: Major R. Bruce, T. Edwards. LitUltflQllfs: R. Adams, Lewis 
Thomas, T. Robertron,~ J . P. Pigot, C2valry. Aftjlf~"'J! XiII"; CaptainMordaunr. 

""""1' : E. Baker, J. Tjlfer. W;'und,d: (fioce ~) C~ptain Well., brjplc 
It rnay be interdUng to the friends of thefe gallant officen., to learn that th£ 

13ritil'h government have diree\ed a monument to be: ereCted over chtir remains, Cln cbe 
{poe where they {ell. , 
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before-mentioned hills. The fame day, Syud Khan, a confidential 

perf on, was difpatched by Ghol.um Mahomed into the Englifh 

camp, with propor.ls on the part of his mafier, that he (Gholaum 

Mahomed) would deliver himfelf up to the Englifh, with the pro

viGon of perfonal rarety to himfc1f, and an affurance from the Bri~ 

tHh general. that the honour of his family Ihould be prefervcd in

violate. The Englilh commander readily acquiefcc:d in the p,ropofal. 

and about one o'dock next day. the: RohilIa chief was mct at a 

iliort diftance from the Britiih camp, by the rc:udcTlt 3.t LtlcknQw, 

and by him conducted to the general's tent , He was accompanjed 

by his younger brother, a youth of '7 years of age, and two of 

his firdars, Syud Khan and Omar Khan, t~c latter of whom was 

an old foldier, who had illared the fortunes of the late Fizoolah 

Khan, at Loll,Dong, and ferved him from that period until his 

death. 

Gholaum Mahomc.:d having thus furrendered his perCon, it was 

reafonablt fupp~.red that matters would fpeedily be brought to a con

duGan; it foon, however, appeared. that lhlt chief had , by the 

natural craft and corrupt tum of his own difpofition. been led to 

hope that bribes, and the all-powerful influence of gold, wouJd j'lj]] 

fecure hjm poifcffion of the:: jaghirc. The treafures of his hue fa. 

thc;r, llttwullting to an immcnfc {urn, which had been amafTed by a 

{tries... 9f the moil prudent indufiry and rigi~conomy. were in his 

hands, and, lhougl~ regflrdlcfs of eitber honour or honcfiy. he had 

obfervation fuftlcient to hope that his tfcafurcs would not only gild 

his cri:ues. but moUify his enemies, and prove J,crfuafive advocates 

in his fa~our; in this •. how(;ver, he failed; and though he pofitivdy 

II Ii 
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off...,d ',he immenfe fum of , lack of gold mohllrs to the reliden., 

another to the general, and a third to the company, if h. (onld De 
retained in the Neabot or deputy{hip of the jaghire, he was g lv 0 

to lInderft.nd by Mr. Oherry, .hat he muft for ever ,abandon every 

hope of, that nature, and that neither the jagrure, nor even permiffion 

to refide within its precinCl" would ever be granted him. After 

this ineffectual ftrllggle, fome day. paJfed without .ny thing being 

determined, and Gholaum Mahomed, either affetled , or really not 

poife/ling any influence over his obftinate countrymen, ftill kept aloof 

from decinon, which the general perceiving, and that by patience 

and forbearance matters were only more procrailinl.ted I it was deter

mined to contider the Rohill. cbief entirely out of the queftion, and 

the plan of ' , (eparate negotiation with the chief. in 'he Rohilla 

camp was adopted. A general pardon was offered to thole mif. 

guided men and their adherents, on their fubmiffion to the vizir. 

Their troops had penniffian to depart to theif refpeCtive homes, and 

ajaghire of ten lacks of n>pees, excluding the to'Ml of Rampore, 

was offered to Ahllmud Ali Khan, the infant fon of the murdered 

Nnwaub.; thefe terms, however rcafonable and. confonant to the lie 
beral policy wbicl> .Cluated Sir Robert Aben:rombie throughout the ' 

whole of th~fe uanfac\'ions, were, neverthekfs, rejeC:ted, and many 
e,vafions and extravagant (emandi were made on. the. part of the 
enemy. • 

On the J zth of November. however, Gholaum Mahomed, ap

prebcDfive that the other chie(s w()uld now make terms for them... 
f.tws, or probably (as appeared jllftlfied by the conclu/ion) .auated 

3 
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liy more d~ceptious motives, agreed to fend lett .... to' the Rohill. 

camp, with pofitive orders to his firdars to fend out his family and 

trcafures. Syud Khan ,was intrufic::d with the miffion. and he being 

d,etained by the RohilJas, and no anfwer returned, Omar Kh:m, 
with pretended anxiety to effect an accommod,uio6, propofed to 

vjfit the camp. and doubted n,ot of his prevailing over his country .. 
mcn to accede to terms. 

To this Sir Robert Abercrombie, attu.ted by the humane deC,re 

of terminating the war without a farther effufion of blood, yielded 

his arrent: Omar Khan went, but never returned . 

It was now difcovered, from various channels, that Gholaum 

Mahomed himfelf, notwithfianding his profeGions of obedience, 

was the fole cauf~ of the obfiinate delay of his countrymen, with 

'l'hom he had kept up a fecret correfpondence, and urged the chiefs, 

who were his creatures, not to accept of any terms in which his 

reftoration to the jaghire was not a primary article; and he affured 

tbem, that being reColute and unanimous in this point, they would 

.i.nfure fuccefs . . 

It was therefore determined to bring matters, at once, to an ifi"ue. 
In the evening of the 3d of December, an infolent and c~ntemptuou. 
letter arrived in the Englifh camp J ill that letter ... after repeating a 
fer ... of extravagant dem.nds, they concluded with thefe remark

abl, words, " If. after this reprefentation. our requefts be denied. 

it will be confpicuous throughout· !lie empire- of Hindollaun, .that 

HH~ 
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in the days of U(uf AI Dowl"h, aflified by the Engliili Company, 

the Rohilla. nation was extirpated . U 

The drift of thi s letter ... was eafily fccn through, 

on the farnc night. Gholaum Mahomed was fent 

\ 
and at 12 o 'c)ock 

off under Ch:Hgc 

of a regiment of cavalry, who were ordered to efeort him to Takoo 

Duwarah. a place about twenty miles diilance from the camp: be 

was then delivered over to Colonel Baillie. of the Ifl native bat_ 

talion. who had been advanced to receive him. fhould this meafurc 

be deemed necelfary; that officer carried him on twenty miles far

ther, fo that by len o'clock next day he was forty miles diftant from 

his friends . The next morning. after fending in a proclamation to 

the Rohillas. which was declared to be final, ofredng pardon, if they 

would fubmit, and notifying the vizir'~ intention to bellow a jaghire 

upon the infant fon of the deceafed N uwaub; but in the event of 

farther refinance, they mull: expect to meet with exemplary Pl.l

nifhmcnt. 

The BritiIh army then moved down to within a mile of the Ro

hilla intrench~ents, and the outpofis of both armies exchanged a 

few fuots, but without any mifchief to either party. 

The goOd eff"et'ts of this proclamation were foon apparent: con

vinced that by the departure of their chief, all hope of his reflora_ 

tion was at an end. and that the Englilh were determined to ad with 

vigor, the Rohillas, at length, began to treat with fincerity. A 

ceiTation of arms took place on the 5th; but there being fuch a va

riety of c1ailiinll: interdts to reconcile and to fettle, and arrange the 
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relect ion of the new jaghire, it was not until the 7th "infiant Ihe pre

liminary articles were f~ned *, On the 9th, the trea'furcs of the late 

.. Trnnflation of the preliminary c"lr-'gt:mcnt bet ..... een the NUW3Ub Vil.ir UI Mu

rn3lick Afaf Jah Afor UI Dowl:t Yehihch Killin Buhndrc H uu.ubl:cr JunG. Ihe [nblHh 

Comp;IOY, :md the Rahill:!. tribe . 

. ARTICLE J. When this p~liminary rng<1gtmcnt fllall he accllted , ho!lililicIO\,,1I 
ceafc Uclwctn the Nuwaub Vizir UI Mumalick Afof Jan Buhadrc: -and hil IlIIies, and 

the RohiUa army. 

• ART. 11. The Nu~'aub Vit.;r VI Mum:l lick Afof J,h Duhadre agt"Ccs tholt he has 

pardonc:d the family of the Nuwaub Fi-t..oolah Khan, dct."t.":lfcd, and the;, adherenu, the 

faults which they have commined • 

• ART. III. The Rohil13 army agree that they will give over, in depoli" 10 Ihe 

Company, wh:Hcvcr m:ly remain of the trea(ure of FizooL1h Klmn, <kc<:lfcd. - That 

Gholaum Mahomed Khan has delivered an account of the lrtll,(Urc which was left by 
the Nuwaub Fi'!.OOlah Khan at hi' death. to the period that he JLld c,haI'M of it. 
F.rom that rrea(ure the (urn of 14,000 gold mohun hal been expended tince Gholaum 

Mahomed Khan left the Rohilla camp. this being dcdu8ed, the babncc is the (urn 

dcmilndeJ. 

An . . IV. The Nuwaub Vil.ir UI Mumaliek At'ilf J ah Duh:'tclre agrees, Chat he 

will bellow on Ahomcd Ally Khan, the gt'/lndfon of the NUW3Ub Pi1.Oolah Khan, elc

tea(ed, mohuls in jaghin: at the annu,,,1 J umma of It'n Jackfl of ru~'1 and that the 

town of Rampore thall be a part of the f.,id jaghire; ;lI1d a.9 AhofTl(.'(\ A Ily Khan is:t 

minor, therefore NufTur um Khan Buhadre, (on of Abdoola Khan, dccca(w, Chait 

be nominated the guardian of Ahmed Ally Khan, :md the m.mager of the fa.id j;\ghire, 

cntil Ahomed Ally Khnn {hall arrive at the age of twenty one years. 

An. V. When the 'Rohilla army 01all have given over the trca(urc, as i, c)Cprtffcd 

in the third uticJe, the armies of the Nuwaub Viur UI Mum:l/ick Afuf ]ah Buhadn:, 

and of the Eng1ilh C~mpany, !hall mareh from hcnct', and the Rohilla army {bOil! dir~ 
pede, and go wherever they think proper. Done at Putta Ghaut in the Englilh camp, 

Ims Sih J emnuud Ul Owul, 1 ~09 Hijerah, Dettmber 7 J I 79 4' 

The (eaJ of the NawJub Vizir The ful of Mr. Geo. Fre- 'me (etl of Nu[ur UUi 
t.n M ... 6ck Moe U1 Dowla dericlt Cherf)' on the. parI of Khan. 
MofJah Yeblbeh Khan Bubadre the Englilh Compilnyu gua. (LS) 
Hnaobber Jim'" nncee to t.X above articlel. 

(LSI 11.', 
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FizooJah Khan, amounting t? three 1acks ana 80,000 gold mohurs, " 
were delivered up to the Britith general; and on the following day, 

the annics commenced their march on their return. When the army 

arrived a.t Bc:reilly. it was nnnounced. in orders, that his highnefs, 

the vjzir, intended to prefent the troops with a donation of eleven 

lacks of rupees, part of the treafure which had been rent fnto the j 

Englifh camp. and was delivered over to the vizir; this was imme

diately done. by paying i: into the hands of 'he refident at Luckno\v. 

and the remainder the vizir carried to Lucknow. 
, 

-rhus terminated a revolution. which. though at the /ir!! appear

ance exhibited but a flight fpeck in the political horizon of Hiu

defraun, had, nevcrthcJ~fs, by a variety of circumfrances <\fld inci
dental cau(es during its progrers. threatened to prove fatal to the 

ioterdl:s of Great Britain, or, at lcaft, of givjng a fevere check to 

their authority. To hazard conjecture on an object of fo great 

importance. may furely be deemed excufeable. and if it fhould rerve 
to fiimul~te exertion, and animate the condud: of a wife and wcll

ordered government. to the prefervatian and permanency of t~c va. 
luable poffdIions of Grtat Britain 'in the ·eaft, the obfervation will 
not have been made in vain. Of the prefent jaghire. as fetrlea by 

the 1,le lreaty. it yet remains to fpeak l it is ·{itu.ted il\ the 6noft 

part of Rohilcund. and the jaghire u bounded on the north by the 

town of Akberbad. on the {outh by Millik. on the eafl: by"Rooder

pore. at the foot of the Almora hills, and on ·the we!!- by Ihe-village 

of Safeny l it is in le~gth .bQut [eventy mile •• and thirty-ux in 
breadth; the circumference of the jagrure is 291 miles, and contains 
about 500 populous vlHagcs ; the foil, in common with the rcft of 
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Rohikun~, i. a black rich l?m, intcrfperfed in fome place. with 

red earth; the mofi fruitful parts are the center and fouth_welt 

bOUl\dary. The face of the country throughout pre Cent. a delightful 

view of large groves of mongoe tree., agreeably diverJiJied with 

gende declivities and afcents alternately. This vaJuable jagbire is 

watered by feveral rivers, betides fmaller lheam., which contribute 
to fertilize and embellifh it. Among the principal aT< the Ram

gong. and CoflilJah. which have been defc,ibed in the former pan 

of this work. 

The jaghi .. , though fo highly favoured by nature, I,.. , never_ 

thelefs, been much aflifted by the indu!l:rious fpint of its inha1.oi_ 

tants, aided by the wife and bene.olent inllitutions ~£ the late Fj,. 

zoolah Khan. 

~hroughout hi. whole territory, that prince ca~fcd aqueouet. 10. 

be made. which travcrfc the corn fields in aU di~ctions; 1heyart 

fufficiently broad and deep. In the eafi~rn confinos, ncar the AI .. 
mora hills. the inhabitants. ayaH thc:mfelves of the numerous firc.nms 

which Bow from -the mounta.ins, by making artificial Jams ; and, 

at the proper feafons, inundate their lands, which is of particola.n 

lIcnctit to tbe earl.y crops. All thefe advantages give the country the 

appearante of an highl)' cultivated garJen. , 

Sagar cane, rice, and toba('co, are produced in the greateft abun .. 

dance, and of the bell: quality; the canes arc from eight to ten feet: 

high, and the crops of wheat, barley, and various kjnds of grain, . 

..., III>thing me.rior to the. mall cultivated parts of Hindollaun; the 
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principal manufaCture of this jaghire is coarfe cotton cloth, which 

is exported aCTOrS the Ganges into the 000 Ah, and oiher parts of 

the vizir's dominions, as are likewife great quantities of grain, fugar, 

and tobacco. ~. 

R ampore, which is the cap.ital both ?f the former and prefect 

jaghirc, is a large town fituatcd on die wefiern bank of the Cafi Ha 

river; it is about (our mOiles in circpmfcrcnce, and {urrounded hy. a 

th ick hedge of bamboo. within which arc m~d fortifications, t't 
tally incapable of refiftance. The town i:r large, bot theJheets, as 

common throughout Afia, are narrow. There is, however. a very 

good bazar, and likewifc a mafque. both of them the work of 

Fizoolah Khan; during the lifc.time of that chief. Ramporc ·was 

fuppolcd to contain 100,000 inhabitants; but fince the late revolu. 

tion , great numbers of the R ohiJlas, in confcquence of the reduced 

ellablifhment, have quItted the place, and retired with their families 
• 

in q lIcfl: o~f a maintenance. 

The prefent jaghire is properly divided into two parts, Ra~pore, 

called alfo Mullafabad, 'and Shah.Abad, The late treaty fixed the 

valuation of the revenues at 10 lacks and 70,000 rupees per annum ; 

but the above efiimate was made from a comparative !l:atement of 

the J umma, or general colleaion of twenty-two lacks. There is 

reafon to (uppofe that the part now occupied by the R ohillas, is. ca. 

pable of yielding a much larger. fum; and jf the indulh iOlls fpirit 

of its inhabitallt~· obtains permanency , it .will continue to increafe in 

value annually * . 
• During:l fun'ey which was made by Capt. 'lin J ames Motlltu, of the Bengd t'llgi_ 
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As a conclufive remark, it may be o~ferved, that in whatever di

reCtion we traverfe the dominions of the late Fizoolah Khan. the 

fame indufhy and attention to cultivation is exhibited; and evc:ry 

generous mind will doubtlcCs join in a cordial willi, that no ambi

tious or ferocious chief will again di1l:urb its internal peace and tran

quillity. 

fleers, by order of government, in the yean 1795.6, to arcert:::Un the boundaries of 
the j aghire, the author, who accompanied that gentleman, had an opportunity of' a 

pcnonal infpeaion of every part of if, and from his inqlliriel and (OIlvcrfuioru W;lth 

many intclli&ent n;'bvCI, he: has been enabled to prefent the above docu.mcntl . 

• 

. . 
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APPENDIX, III. 

TrOf!/lalion of a ulltr from the P ril1f"t Mirza JflWoun Bukhl 

. Jthaundar Shabo tldejl Son 0/ Shab.Au/um. to hI Majejly 

George 111. King of Grml Britain, mrntiolttd ill Pagl 157. 

EXOROIUM--INVOCATION TO THE D'tITY • 

.. 0 THOU whore praire is the fidl objeCt of the light and 

II fplcndour of dignified nature, with the celcbr.ujon of which the 

II thoughts and actions of the moll exalted monarchs ought ever to 

.. commence; the dazzling brightnefs of whofe purity emanateS like 

It' the fun over the face of the whole creation. and the myilerious 

" power of whofe mighty arm is univerfally difplayed from the 

" lawefi earth to the 11iglicft heavens. Counfcl and nffifi in thy 
.. mercy. thy chofen prophet. M ahomed, whom thou hall appointed 

" the melfcngcr of thy truth to the chiJdren of men, and fircnglhen 

H and. confi rm his righteous defccndants. and (olJowen and LOmpa. 

" nions, who are the foundation of the right way I 

.. To the man illufirious prince, adorn ing the univcrfc , in dig_ 

• All tJ.le letters from princC$ and s rc:tl men th roughout Afi:a :ue imroduced wit h a 

!im:!ar exordium. For the In(ha or formula. Ihe reader may ron(uJr the Ay«"n 

Akb3.ry o( Mr. Gl:r.dwin, or Dr. Balfour'. ingenious tranlhtion of the InOla H er

knm. 

J J 2 
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APPENDIX, Ill. • 
" nity like Ftridooll· , the monarch di1l:ributing jufiice over the wdrld, 

.. cherifilcr of friends, and dreadful avenger of C'ocmjcs , whore 

.. throne is refplendent as that of Alexander. and magnificC'nt as 

II Gemjhidt . of afpcCl brilliant as the fun , and of aufpicious forwnc. 

" the moll: exalted King of England, g reat as D.lr/IIJt. wife. mag

.. nanimous . lord of royal in fignia, who colleds tributC' from mig hty 

.. kingdoms. be il known and undCljlo/Jd; Prior 10 th is aJJ rcfs, your 

.. fuppliant has in the moO explicit manner Teprcfentcd 10 the throne 

.. lIv: afylum of the un iverfe. that the difiurbanccs which have afiren 

.. within the empire of Hindo!bun, rhe diifenlions among the no

U bility and Ommhs of high renown, the rebdliou 1i deligns of the 

H wicked, plots, treafons and confpiracies of difobedient filbjcds • 

•• have been related to you by order of the imperial preft:nce our fe

.. nowned fovereign and venerable parent, (the Kh:lkan § of the 

.. world, the bright taper of devotion of the g reat lord of the con

" junCtion (Sahib Keraun II) , and refplendent torch of 'he family of 

" ( Goorgalln~ ) to ,he Nuwaub of exalted dignity, Mr. Halling' , 

.. Bchaudcr. governor.general. fhat he mIght come to the aid and 

.. afiift:ance of the royal family . 

.. In this expetlation for a period of four years we (the prin~) 

• A king of Perfta rnmous for his juOicc. 

t A king of Pcrf1~ who is related to have buill rhe p:tlacc of PerfC'Jl<,lis. 

t Darius the fon of Hyflafpes or KiOn-Afp. 
§ Khakan, a Scythian or MOZUI title, :u:cording to hi{\ori:tn5 firn adoptcd by the 

great Timoor on hit conqucR of Tartary, and fUbfcquc=ntly :1(1'umctt by :LI) his pollcrity 

\\'ho (aLon the throne of HindoA&un. 

~ Sahib KCl'l\un. From an aufpicious rombination of tbe plantts at the time of hi. 
nuivity, or acrording: to others, 00 his acednon 10 the regal dignity. 

4( Goorgaun-the family from whom Timoor w:IoS dct'ccndcd. 
l 
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APPENDIX. 111. 

II have reuded with our friends the Englifh, and our brother dear 

.. as life the vizir of the empire. and during that period we have 

H not failed to {olicit from the counfellors of the Eafi-India Corn

u pany the refioration of OUI imperiaJ authority, and the rc-efiabJiCh

U IDem of our paternal dominions. 

If During this interval, from the relaxed flate of the government, 

H and, in confcquence of the arrival of thedcccirflil Marhattas, and of 

c, Sindiah (who is chief of the feditious) thofe difiurb:mces and rebel. 

" lions mcrcafing in tenfold proportion ha\"e augmented the di{hefs 

" of OUf augufi parent; and no!withftanding the wholdome advice 

" and fallitary council given from the throne to rhe aforcfaid chid to 

" cqnciliatc the attachment of the ancient nobility. and ex tend protec

t( tion to the: difireffcd pea(antry (a conduct which, under divine fa

t( vo,ur. gives fccuriryand permanency to empire) that ungrateful 

to chief, regardlcfs of the rOYOlI will, has dlabliO\cd himfdf in con

" dnued and unvaried oppofition, untit. having by his improper con

" duct exafperated the Rajah:; i1nd princes of our empire, <lod particu

.. larly the molf illuflrious prince of Jynaghur. the pillar of fidelity. 

" Maharajah Pertaub Sing, as likewife the ruler of Juudporc, both of 

., whom are allied by blood to the roya l fami ly. Thofe warlike (hiefs, 

t. uoicing to punifh the fource of opprdlion, gave him battle, and de

.' fcated him , fo that, deprived of hi s office of Amcer Al Omrah. or 

" chief of nobles, he fell at once from the fummit of imperi.\1 favour, 

II and was precipitated into the abyfs of annihi lation and contempt. 

" Amidlt thefe viciffituclcs of fortune, the machinations of the re:· 

,. beUious increafcd to an extent almofl immeafurable . 

1 



A i!PENDIX. Ill . 

.. On on< fide. Gholaum Caudir Khan (fon of the detel1:ed Afghaun 

41 Zabita Khan, whofe: whole life vas employed in confpiring againft 

.. the fafety of the flate) has erected the flaud.,d of rebellion. His 

.. example encouraging others. the dillurual1ces became fo fonni. 

U dablc as to penetrate even to the rhreihold of the imperial palace, 

" fa that our auguft parent was neceffitated to adopt the man .fire

.. nuous efforts to extinguifh this dcn.;uctivc: fire . 

.. For this purpofe. he difpatched repeated and urgent commands 

H 10 this your fuppliant. as likewife to the govcmor-general of high 

" dignity ( Earl Cornwallis) as to our dear brother the vizir of the 

" empire. to l'ome to the allifiance of the imperial court . 

.. But it appearing that on the arrival of the imperial demand. 

U nei ther the governor-general or the vizir of the empire had re .. 

.. ceivcd your majcHy's commands to that effect, they were of 

" confequencc cOI1fi:raincd to withhold the aflifiance required . 

• , We, therefore. gi rding the loins of circ;umfpection with tbebelt 

.. of refolut'ion, and caning our eyes to\'9'ards future events, and the 

.. mercies of divine providence in this fiorfTlY ocean of our dillrefs, 

.. rely on your majefty for the refioration of our authority; and if 
" your majefl:y. who adorns the throne of the univerfe, will gracioufly 

.. condiCcend to iffue your high commands to the govemor .. general to 

., effeCt:. the reflocation of the royal authority in thefe kingdoms, 

.. punifl, our rebellious fubject •• and re-eI1:ablilh the augull houfe of 

.. . Timoor. fuch conduct will be perfectly confiflent with the dictates 

.. of generolityand the ufages of [overeigo princes •• and finally> the 
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.. refult of this kind interpofition bycilablilhing the repo{e of the peo

.. pIe of God, and affording peace and plenty to a dillraited empire, 

I.' will render your Majelly's name: renowned among the princes of 

H the earth. 

" As our honoured parent, his in1peria,1 majcfiy, bound by every 

I< tie of gratitude, regards your majefiy as a brother dearer than life • 

•• fo this your fuppliant hopes to be honoured by the enduring appel-

II lation of your nephew. • 

" For the rell, may the fun of your majefty's grandeur an~ pro .. 

.. fperity be perpetually refplendent in the {phere of glory and aufpi

" ciOliS ,)(tune;" 

The above letterWlil. written at the commencement ofthc'year 1787. previous CD the 

p,jnc~'. departure from Luc\rnow to Delhi the 120ft time i though the ::author hu not: 

been able to learn from the moll diligent inquiry " 'hethcr it was ever (ent to England. 

but a. the fubje8.mauer of it conrail'll ::II ( .. ithful piaurt of the wretched flate of the 

royal family 21 that period, he hat deemed it worthy of iufertioo. · 

• 
To Major Ourdy. whore acquifitions in eallern literature have already 

ro much belle-fited the Public, (he author begs leave to offer his hearty 

thank. for (he-ufe of [he elegant Perfian type of the above lener. with_ 

out which affillance he Olould have fullainc:d much inconvenience. 

KK 
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AP~ENDIX, ·IV. 

Elegy written by SHAH·AULUM 
Lrfs if bis Sigbt. 

qfter tbe 
I 

L. ~j' .;~ S;Hr' ,.)4 r. !l1.:a -
L..~.)IS ~ 01 Jll,,; r~.J!I!lx 

I.. ~.J" (:J~ r.i.>.iS .r ~,.;.r 
L.. \~-,Y. .>J..SiJ o;r .::.l!1,r.- o¥ 
1.. ~.Jlf d ~~ If ~! ..::..-AI 

L. ~.J~ ~ ~ ~y.;3 !lJ) 

L.~\k.. y~ ~4tt ~ .. ..r.- u.... 
L. I§) "'S:' .. ")').:::.""; ~!JlJ O':::'fo 
t.. ~.J!I\j , .>..i.:.,...J "':'~ l:..J~ .. 

L. ~.J~.i r"- ~;,.=F ~ .:.:...;.r ~ I.s: 
I.. ~.Ju; r= ;'~A ~ .r..., 

• 
L. ~.)I.DI j~ ~ r-t... '..JT!" Qj4 

I.. u; C'.::.Jlf .r ... ~ J J"'"':" -' .J ~ 

. L."~)} j!l *- rr ~ J-;4' 

L. ~.Jlf !I~ ~4 #f ~ 4 !I,; 
I.. ~.J1!.J:- II" III J,rf., .::-J> 

L. 'i.J~~ .).jW ,r .).£;4 ~ 
L. ~.)~ L. ~j.1J J) r.. .>J.j' !I'y 

I.. ~.Jt., .""" ~1 ~ ;,1 {}, 
L. ~.)U"!lM ~W-.;o 11 ~.c ~ 

L. g)!lr,.".... !lro' .).6.) I,.,; )4 
4 

,L. ~f)..".a:. ~ .::-l:.:. r. .wJ.)6. ;"" .rc" 

i.)~ ~L;;. ~.J ..$l.; ,,:,1..Ut 

~~~.J~JI""';;'o.MfL.~ 
.) t...)':' ~4J L;;. U ,,;;;' ~~ (:.JWI .) \.) 

,,..,,.,1 ""'1;--.r ,rlif I",,..,.,r 
')4 y,!lul r JtS Co.) u:; jLw~ .... !I;S 

.>...i!ly' r~ If O~~.J'? (:J~.J~ 

"",.,ri-"\,i jt.. .,..) .r 0=.u,. 

li:!I •. \.b"..3 0,) b L.:..J~ '0~-' ~ 

~ .) 4H.J'? ~1 ~I ~ ~ .)b r,f:. 

"";.)\.:a s1';4 J;.,.4> ~ -' l!.J'jjl i~ 

,).v-! t,),.:>..t If l:Jr~ bl}..>J" l:..Jf 

• ...:..-i rS '::'.J~ l:..J1 "r';'Al '>".S'.tIj{ 

.,r,al 4< j "" , l.!.>~'.J" ..J 1 ~ 
~4 ~ r'JJb If .J~ ~t~ 

."..~ ,4 :,.;;,",; ~""':-"..". ..... ' I.. 
~ ~-,.r.-o!,I~jHI.J-,~!J 

olVr ,) l;J1.OL.l fl":';" .;;J,;J 1..)6.. 

.,or fl" (:J~ )1..,;;, .w~,-,", -JV'~ ;,-1.) ...r .r.vD1" "'"..wl"",.w~ 

~"", ~ 4-' ).,...I.slJ )1 .,.wI 
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F,.u Tra'!/laliofl. ill V~rft. if an EI,gy co"'P'lftd by Shah-Aulum 

qfifr t/" loft if his Sight. as 9uoud in chapur loth, png'18<;>. 

• WHERE with bright pomp the !lately domes arife. 

In yon dark tower an aged monarch lies, 

I;:orlorn. dejeded. blind. repfete with woes. 

In tears his venerable afpeCt Chews ; 

As through the lonely courts ( bent my way. 
Sounds {huck my ear, which {aid, or {eem'd to fay • 

• 
. t. ~ La, the dire tempeft gathering from afar, 

.. 10 dreadful clOuds has di01m'd the imperial fiar; 
" .. Has to the winds, and broad expaofe of heaven, 

" My fia[c, my royalty. and kingdom given; 

u Tjme was, 0 King, when clothed in power fupreme, 

U Thy voice was.:. heard, and nations hail'd the theme; 

" No Of fad reverfe. for fordid luft of gold. 

" By traitorous wiles, thy throne and empire fold . 

.. (ha'lc;,thought tbe fidl: Iix liJ)C8, w.h.ich :at rnFrtly introduCtory. and cannot be 
~nted any part of the original 10 be better ca1culatcd to give CatimtUon lO the 
reader, than an abrupt rommenremcnt of the clc=gy, as in the kin&'s awn worlb. 

KK 2. 



APPENDIX. IV. 
, 
... See yon fierce Afghan - witlf'intempcrate harre, 

•• Gleams like a meteor through the ,palace wane, 

U Frowning, terrific, threatens with a grave 

.. Thy progeny, 0 Timoor, good and brave i 

u Yet, not th~ treatm~nt from th' jnhuman foe , 

" Not all my kingly fiate in dufi laid low. , 
" Can to this brcafi fuch torturing pain impart, 

.. As does, 0 Nazirt. thy derefied art ; 

.. But tho' too late, the day of reckoning come, . , 
II The tyrant whom thou ferv'dft has feal 'd thy doom, 

.. Has hu;ied thee •. rebel, headlong from the height 

II Of power abufcd , and done thy fovereign right: 

If Chafie partners of my bcd, and joys ferenc, 

II Once my delight , but now bow changed the {cene I 

" Condemned with me in p);\intivc ftrains to mourn, 

II The [canty pittance from our ofFspring torn ! 

'" The viper, whom with foft:cring care I ,nudt t 

t . , Deep in. my hafom plants his tl:ing accllIft; 

" , Riots in blood, and heedlefs of his wOId , 

'" Pants for the ruin of his fovereign lord. 
J 

U Nobles ingratct, upheld oy power and pride, 

... , T Q whom our favours never were denied; 

.. See to what mifery 3!1d dire difgrace, • 

• 

U Your perfidy accurfcd, ~as brought a royal race: 

• Gbol2Um Caudir Khan. 

t MtUlroor A!i Khll n, (uperintendanl of the houl'ehoid. 

t- The Mogul nobilily who abandoned the king on ti1e approach of the ttli<lo!Il 

, 



APPENDIX. IV. 

H Bright nonhern fiar from Cabul's realms advance. 

(j Impcri:ll Timeer· paize the avenging lance . 

.. On there vile traitors quick dc!lruction pour, 

H Redrefs my wrongs, and kingly rights rcfiore; 

.. Thee too, 0 Sindiah. illufirious chief, 

.. Who once didft promifc to afford relief ; 

.. Thee I invpkc, exert thy generous aid, 

.. And oler their heads high wave the avenging blade • 

.. A?d reo 0 faithfu l pillars of my fiate • 

.. By friendOtip bound. and by my power elate • 

.. Hallen. 0 Afuft. and ye Englifll chief,t. 

" II Nor bluth to {?Oth all injured monarch's griefs; 

" But -nay my foul, unworthy rage difow.n, 

.. Learn to fufia in the Jot<; of fight and throne; 
• 

•• Learn that i~perial pride, and fiar-clad power. 

" Are but the fleeting pageants of an hour; 

.. In the true crucible o£ dire difirefs, 

.. Purged of alloy. thy forrows foon {hall ccafe; 

.. What I though the {un of empire and command, 

II Shorn of its beams, enlightens not the land; , 
• Tirnoor Shah, king of <Abu!, on hi. f.lther, the Abdallee"~ bft vitil 10 D elhi, 

'111'25 married to a prioccfs of the royal &.mily, which gives his fon, Zimaun ShlIh, a 

claim to the throne of Hindollaun. 

t Afuf AI Dowb, vi'Lir of the-empire. 

+ It is much to be lamented, that the fiate of politics ott Ca1cutla coul.d not. at 

that> time, admit of government interfering on the occa.fion- for fuch 'iVaa the influence 
of the Britifh name,. mat had the detachment ftationed at Anopfhire, Only ma~hcd 

Ot:It of their C3l1lonnacnta, the brulallyrant would ha¥c defined, and the king's mid'or. 

UIhCIi been avutOO. 



• 

APPENDIX, IV. 

II Some happic.r: day, a ·pro .. identi~l care 

~ I Again may renov.ate the falling fiar i 

" Again, 0 king, raife up thy i1IUfiriou5 race, ... 

" Cheer thy fad mind, and clore thy days in peace· ... 

• 

• It ml.y not he a~irs to remark, that feven1 MS. copie~ of the above elegy havin{; 1 
been circulated throughout India, variow readings may have OCcurred. 'The one here 

prcfemed, was obtained by the aUlhor whilft at Delhi, and thcrcfor~ appeared to him 

the moCt authentic; but he thinks himfelf bound to acknowledge he has read a pckti: 
verfion of the fame elegy, which appeared in the European Magnine for May, t 797. 

raid to be written by Captll.in Symes, from whofe refearches into the hifiory and anti

quities of the interefti'ng kingdom of A va, the public may expeCt: to ... derive much ufeful 
and infimClive information. 

, 




