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TO 1'IIR 

KIN G's Molt Excellent M A J EST ,-. 

-s- --

MO!>T GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 

W E your Majefty's moil: dutiful fuhjeCls, the Fjeld Officers, Cap

tains, and Subalterns, fervmg under the Prdidcncy of Fort WIlham, 

and bearing CummlfilOos H1 your :rv1ajdly'S Almy in India, ammated 

wIth the warmefi: fentiments of affeCtion and loyalty to your M.ljdty's 

perfon and government, and With fjncere attacbment to Ollf natlVe 

Country, beg leave to approach your Royal11rcfence by thi~ ollr hum

bk Pctltlon. 

We receiv("d with the mo!!: lively gratitude, as an a(lurancc of your 

Majcfiy's Royal £,vour alld confidcration, the arrangement mad!: by 

your "f\.'}ajcfly's comm.1nd in the year 1788, for the adjufimcnt of R.lllk 

botween your MaJcfiy's and the Ea1l1ndla Company's Officer::.. Our 

confidence in your Majcfry's wl1dom and equity afi'urc:, us, that tllls 

mark of your Majcfiy'~ attention to the ju1t and dutiful reprefcntations 

of your fClithful fubjetl:s in India, was intended to ~c alh.:quatc to the 

A very 
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very effc::ntiaI purpo(es fer which it was granted, but unfortunately rJr 
• • 

us, the orgamzation of this Army renders your MSijefiy\ inter.llon in-

effeCtual. 

permlt us with the utrnofl: deferellCe (0 Itpre(ent, that the Cum

m,ll1Jmg Officer of a Battalion in this [ervlce, hold~ a Rank eql..al unIt 

to tbJt V. hleh IS held by the o.fficer invdl:ed with the command of a 

Company JIl your Majdly's Army. Thus the {upenor authorItt 

may be cxerufcd by hun WhOk command u. inferior. A confcgucncc 

contradIctory to the end fur Whllh Rank is conferred, and fubord1l1Jtioll 

reqUIred. 

The Rank of our fuperior Officers is etJual1y inadequate to the im

portance of the StatlOm they fill, and to theIr length of fervlee. In 

every other army In the world, the ranks of General Officer and Co .. 

land ,lre annexed to the Commands~ which~ in this, are held by Field. 

Officers and Captains. If fuch rank be deemed expedient to render 

efficient in their fiations thofe who have the 11.lppU1c[~ of fcrving their 

country in fituations lc(s remote from your ){oy.tl Perron, and fup

ported by the whole weIght and authority of your Crown and Govern

ment, it would not become us to attempt, by any arguments, to Ilrove 

to JOur Majdty's wIfllom and ddccrnmcnt, that equal Rank is nt:ccf

fary, in a lhHJPt part of your dommions, fLp.trated frum the Mother 

Country amldll- natIOns, {hangers to our language, l}ablts, and reli. 

gion., and fo far out-numbenng us, that the Empire, which the zeal, 

fpirit, and activity of your fubjc<ls h.we annexed to your Crown, has 

been ju!Hy {aid to be upheld by Opitlion alone. 

Allow 
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Allow us moft.refpecrfulJy to fubmlt to your Majcfly the following 

fiatement, which, we tmfi-, Win eVince how deeply the Intercfts of our 

Native Country are involved in the prayer of our prcfent Petltion. 

Tae Colonels in the Eafi India Company's Army ha\c fe.rvcd, on an 
• • 

average, from thIrty to thuty-three yc,lrS; their LICutenant Colonels 

from twenty-feven to thirty ycar~; thcH Major!:. from twenty-five to 

twenty-feven year::. j their CaptJlllS from twenty-one to t\\!cl1ty-fi\c 

years; and their Subalterns [rom ten to twenty-one },C.lfS. 

If the prefcnt EfllblJihmcnt contiruc." all attalhment, zc.ll, and 

ardour mull: give way to llOpe)d~ ddpondcncy" OUf Officers, of 

every rank, mull: be debarred the rxerc&: of their experience and of 

thf'ir local knowledge, by the infenority of thtir fituations in the line. 

This eVil, inherent in our [yfi-em, mufi nccdTarily increafe until our 

Efiabhihment {hall be new-modelled; nor is the grievance confined 

merd, to the confideratlOn of bemg denied a Rank which IS deemed 

adequate to correfpondmg ftations in your Majefty's fcrvicc. It carries 

with it a tacIt IrnpeaLhment of the talents and fidelity of thofe, whom 

their lot has placed orIginally in the Eaft India Company's Scrvi<.e, 

inftead of your Majell:y'~. To obtmde our merIts or ollr fen"ices on 

your Majefiy's notice would not be becoming, and, we truit, is not 

necetfa.ry. We appeal to the hinories of the two lai1: wars, to the tefti

momcs of your Majefiy's Officer!:. with whom we have ferved, and to 

none with more pnde and ccafidcncc than thofe which have been borne 

by the difringuifhed Character at prefcnt in command of this army. 

'I'he total want of General Officers, and the inadequate proportion 

of Field Officers and Captains, throughout aft our Efiabllfhments, 

compared with the numbers of fimilar Ranks in yom- Majefty's Army, 

3 fubjeCts 
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fubjetl:s us to (upu(cffiom, '" hile fcrving with thcn~, wllich are de

grading to our Ch.uaCl:er, whether a!> Military Men, or a<; Britdh Sub. 

jech. We have, therefore, addrc!fed the Court of Dirdtors, [ollcit

illg their confiJeratlOn ()f there circumfiances, and of the pecuUar 
• • 

hardfhips refulting from them; and we humbly intreat that your Ma-

jefly will be gracioufly pleafed to bcilow upon us Commiffions in your 

Army correfpondmg with fuch Rank, as may be conferred on us by 

the Company, conformably to the arrangement m<ldc in the year 1788, 

for adjut1mg thc claims for Rank between YOllr Majdly'5 a 1d the 

Company's Officers. 

That your Majefiy may long and happily reign in the hearts of an 

undivIded people, and that the cxtenfive and l1lvaluable pofTcf1ions, 

whIch, under the aufpicc!> of your Majefly and your IIlufirious Predc

cellars, have been acqUlred by the bravery, and maintained by the 

fieaJy attachment of your fubjeCls, fet"Ving in the Eaft Indies; may 

fur ever remain to your Majefty and your Royal d('fcendents, the fup

port and ornament of the BrltIfh Crown, is the ardent prayer of, 

Your MAJESTY's 

Moft dutiful, 

H. Brifco, Colonel 

Alexander Hardy. Lieut. Colonel 

John M 'Gowan, Lieut. Colonel 

J. Macdonald, Major 

T. Bolton, Major 

Robert Dawes, Maier 

Loyal, and devoted Subject r: , 

J. Keaman, Captain 

Herbert Pyetinch, Lieut. 

J. Hlckland, LIeut. 

·Samuel Sears, Lieut. Colonel 

Robert Murray, Lieut. 

M~ Duncan, L:eut. 

W .. Howard~ 
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W. Howard, Lieut. 

James Nath. Rind, Lieut. 

C. -Smyth, Lieut. 

Andrew Cumings, Lieut. 

Richard Willoughby, Lieut. 

Andrew DouB, Lieut. 

S. Kelly, Lieut. 

John Munro, Lieut. 

Thomas Geo. Wtlliamfon, Lieut. 

Frederick Trench, Lieut. 

Edward AIlJfon, Lieut. 

George S. Browne, Lieut ... 

WIlliam RabMl, Lieut .. 

Charles Chriftie, Lieut. 

M<llcolm M'Leod, Lieut. 

Andrew Y oWlg. Lieut. 

James Atkinfon,. Lieut. 

John Gordon, Lieut •. 

John Harri~, Lieut. 

W. Hemmmgs, Lieut. 

T~ Leigh, Lieut. 

Benjamin Cuthbert, Lieut. 

T. Long, Lirut. 

T. S. ,Bateman, Lieut. 

A. Orme, Lieut. 

James Pennington, Lieut. 

Robert Wilfon, .Afiift. Surgeon 

John Aihworth, Lieut. 

J,. Ranken,. Aifl1lant Surg~on 

Thomas Salkield, Lieut. 

William Rennie, Lieut. 

W. M. Baker, Lieut. 

A. Watkins, Lieut. 

N. Saumarez. Lieut. 

William Dick, Lieut~ 

1. W. Adams, Lieut. 

John JoUie, Lieut. 

James Hunter, Lieut. 

James Pnnglc. Major 

Robert Blair, Captain 

Robert Carruthers, Enfign 

Lawrence Rawfiorne, Lieut. 

W. Dunn, Lieut. 

Robert Turton, Lieut. 

D. Spencer Freeman, Affift. Sutg. 

Robert Lo-we, AiIifiant Surgeon 

John Law, Affifiant Surgeon 

James Powell, Lieut. 

M. M'Grcgor, Licot. 

Gilbert Macleod, Affifiant Surg. 

George Foull!>, Lieut. 

Henry Cheape, Lieut. 

Thomas Martin, Lieut. 

J. A. Gore, Enfign 

Alexander Roberdon, Lieut. 

J. Salmond, Lieut. 

Richard HenlY, Lieut .. 

William Mackintoih, Captain 

B John 
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J uhn Ea'de, Lieut. 

Thomas Madic, Lieut. 

George Hutchmfon, Liellt. 

Rodemk Frafcr, Lieut. 

W. M. Birch, Lieut. 

V. Marfllclll, Captain 

L. Grant, Captain 

'V Illiam Anderfon, Affift. Surge 

John Mawbey, Captain 

RIchard FOl bes, Lieut. 

Edward Hall. Lieut. 

N. Stewart, CAptain 

S .. Knowles, Captain 

J,lmes Denny, Affitl. Surgeon 

Robert Francis, LIeut. 

Charles Scott, Captain 

J. P. Keble, En{ign 

Ed ward Inglis, Afiifbnt Surgeon 

W. Adam&, L1.eut. 

Robert Hetzler, Lit:ut. 

Richard Acl:lms, Lieut. 

H. Hyndman, Captam 

Wllflam'Palmer, Major 
W. G. Palmer, Lieut. 

William Campbell, EnfigR 

J. H, Bcllaffi~, Enfign 

W. Hunter, Affiftant Surgeon 

R. Ram[ay, Captain 

John Wallace, Lieut, 

James M' Dougall, A ffi fr. Surge 
David Robertfon, Enfign 

T. W. Clayton, Captain 

W. Geo. Maxwell, Lieut. 

Richard Ralph, Lieut. 

John Ralph, Lieut. 

J. Powell, Capt. 

G. Raban, Lieut. 



TO THE 

HONOURABLE THE COURT OF DIRECTORS 

OF THE 

Eaft India Company~ 

HONGlURABLE Sl'RS. 

'T HE Field Officers, Captains, and Subalterns, of a principal Divi .. 

Lllon of your Forces folicit your favourable attention, while they addrefs 

you on a fubjecr, not ]ds conned:ed with the honour and interefls of 

their Country, and of that refpcdable body to whofe immediate fervice 

they are devoteu t than it is eifcutial to the well.bcing and efficiency of 

your Military EfiablHhments in India. 

The inadequate Rank held by the Officers of this Army I when com .. 

pared with the {e(ponlibility and extent of their Commands, has been 

long felt, and'lOJ.J.g fubmitted to without complaint; in the hope that {heir 

tituation would at length ~ttract marks of regard, propo.rtionate to the 
J z~ 
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!leal' and attachment [hey have ihewn to your Service, to the Teftimo

uials \\ hich every fucceffivc Commander has given of their profeffional 

merits, and to the folid advantages at.:'.cruing from their exertion.; to . -
theIr (Quntry, and to the Eaft India.Company. 

The mllitJry rrofcffion ,has, in all ages, and among all nations, been. 

confiJered the road to honourable dlfiinction. The revenlles of no 

fbtc luvc bcen {ufiicient to admit of its bdl:owing adequate pecuniary 

c.ornpen[ation on tho[e, who bad {acrificed the invaluable {ca[on of 

youth to the tods and hJrdfhips of the field, and devoted to their 

Country's glory and fafety, the tlmc employed by others in the acquifi

tlon of a provifion to fupport a, decent dignity in the wane of life._ 

Honours, therefore, and dlil:inctions have alwc1Ys been the effectual 

fubfiitutc; the unbought defence of natIOns. 

In the Infancy of your Afiatic, cftab1i{hments, the Rank of Field 
Officer was attained in a fhorter courfe of Service than is now endured 

in acquinng that of a Limlenant. In proportion to the Augmentation 

of our numbers, has our progreffion through the different gradations-of 

Rank been retarded, till at length the probability of promotion is pro-

traded beyond the pn>bable duration. of lifc:. 

While Y.1ur territorial acquifitions were {mall, this Army was nece": 

{afily confiituted on a reduced fcale, nor was it of confcqqcnae by what 

appellation the Officer was difii'o-?,uifhcd, while a command was an.

nexed to his Rank, adequate to his Cervices, and while he waS" not 

fub-jell:; as he now is, to a fuperfeffion founded neith'3r upon- length 

of fervice nop fuperiority of talents. This·neceffity no longer exifts, 

and the inexpediency has been proved in numerOUb infian£es- during the 

two 



[ 3 ] 

two laO: wars. Your Battalions, headed by SubaIterns of twenty years 

{tanding. have been e>.pofed, by aaing in concert with his Maje.fiy's 

frOOrS, to the inexperience of a youth accidentally dropped into the 
• 

~ommand of a Platoon or Company, by the cafualty of the day, or 

the courfe of general duty. 

Our gracicus Sovereign has already borne teftimony to our deferts, 

by opelllng the Path to equality with His own Officers; but the con

fritution of the Company's Army renders this equality illulive. The 

Commanding Officer of a Company in his Majefry·s holds equal Rank 

with the Commanding Officer of a Battalion in the Company's fervice. 

and confequently may contlouI-him. 

Rank is given as the concomitant of refponfibility, to render tho 

perron in trua fecure in his fituation, and efficient in his command. 

In our fervice, oommands- of importance are renderod nugatory, and 

the fupenor rank of an infcnor agent fubjeCts us to degradation, and 

the chance of failure, which a military fpuit ,-all III brook. 

Equally inadequate is the rank of our Superior Officers to the im .... 

portance of the itations they hold, and to their length of fervice. In 

every other Army on earth, the rank of General Officer and Colonel is 

annexed to the commands which are here held by FIeld Officers and 

Captains. That which might have been once expedient, cannot now be 

necefiary, and is not jufr. With the acqUllition of Emplfc and of . 
Riches, the number of y<>ur Military Corps has necc1ranly incrc.-r[ed 

without addition of Rank to your Officers. On the contrary, all the 

General Officers have been ftruck off. The Rank of Colonel is deemed 

adequate to our deferts, and to the utmoft extent of our capacity. 

C F~om 
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From the hour tlMt an Officer has attained the nation to wIllch the 

hlgheft degree of refpcClabillty 1hould be annexed, he ib in reality Jc~ 

graded, by,m ll1fuperable bar to th,lt Rank, which is deemed not .:>nly 
t 

rcafullJ.blc, but expedient 111 all adler arml<:S, and in the immedIate 

fcrVlce of his own SovereIgn. The grcJt incrcafc, during late years., 

of his M,tjef1:y's Troops ferving in India, makes a {bll more mortifYing 

and injuriou~ change in the fituation of the Company's Officers; inaf

much as the commands to which they had looked, as the reward of 

their long and faithful fervices, are held by Officers in HIS Majefty's 

Army of higher rank, but who have not ferved one half, many not one 

third of the time, and who aHa, from a want of locdl knowledge, 

cannot be fuppofed fa well qualified to fill fueh natIOns. Thus you 

WIll ohferve the difparity of Rank and of Command pervades every 

gradation of the fervice. 

We, therefore. moil: refped:fully and earnefily folieit that the Re

gulatiOn \\ hieh forbIds the advancement of any Officer in the Compa

ny's SerVIce above the Rank of Colonel, be done away, and a reafon

able proportIon of General and FIeld OHicer~ be allowed, on this Efia

bhfhment, that this may be no longer the only army in the world in 

which fuch a prohlbitlOn exifts. 

We further requcft that a Rank more adequate to the fituation and 

refponiibIlity of your MIlitary Servants be conferred J .lince, tIll that 

he obtained, the apparent equalIty between his Majefiy's and Com

pany's Officers is, and muft contin'u.e, illufive and llugatory. 

To evince how deeply your intcrefts, and even your exiftence in this 

Country, arc involved 1Il the l"eformation of your pre{ent. fyftem, the 

~llowing 
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tollOWlllg ltatcment of flds, with the conkqucnccs naturally deduci

ble from them, wjII fuflicc. 'The Coloncl~ m the KIf\: India Comp~my'!, 

J' ... rmy have fcrvcd, on an avcragr, from thirty to tlurty-three YC:1fS ; . . 
thur Lieutenant Colonel., from ltwcnt) -fl:\'Cll to thirty yc,u~ i theIr 

Majors from t\\cnty-hvc to twer:ty-fevcn years j their C.1P:,Ul1<: from 

t\venty-one to t \\ cnty-five YCclrS; and their Sub,lltcrns from ten to 

twenty-one years. If the plefl'llt FfbbllfhmLnt contmues, It is eVI

dent. that all atLlchment, zl.l.1, awl ardour, mufi: Ul\C way to hOt)(:Jd~ o . 

defpondency, or degener.lte into incurable apathy. The Office} s of 

tlw, Arnly will, in a few 1Ie,11":, more, confiil oulv of men broken 
J J 

do,"\ n by the prdfure of time. and by the Lltigucs and cxpofmc infepa-

Table from a military life, 111 a climate d~fi:ruaive to EuropeJ.n coni~l

tutions, inficad of poiTefiing that robufi bodily fircngth and energetic 

vigour of mind, nccdT.·uy to pl.ll1 the original defign, and eiTcntJal to 

the fucce[5ful execution of all the entcrprizcs of war. 

It is a faCt demanding your mufi: ferious confidcration, Gentlemen, 

and the attention of the Britiih Government, that the acquifition of 

your tcrritori,tl po!Teffions in thiS country W.lS made by a band of men 

fo [mall, that it would not be thought l)rudent, at the prefent time, to 

detach a party of equal firength beyond your frontier: yet their prefcrva

tion is only to be ft.-cured by armies nearly as numerous as thofe whllh 

may be brought agdinfr us. But the [oldier of the preCent day i!>, in 

no refpect, inferior to him who contributed to the victories of Law

rence and of Clive. Where, then, .are we to look for the caufe of this 

alarming reverfe; but in the progrefs made by our neighbours in the 

Military Art? This evil carries with it the aggravation that it can nei

ther be obviated nor prevented from increafing, finte every renewal of 

J hofiility 
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hofrility contribuLs to make our CnCfJ1!CS better folJiers, and marc for .. 

midable opponent". 

No increafc of revenue em fupport the cnormou3 expcnce of a larg~ 

Europcan force in IndIa. On the native troops, then, VvC mui1 depend 

for Oll.! prefervation, and It IS e\'ident tlldt for dlclr fUl'cnority to thcIr 

countrymen, in the fcrvlce of their own fiatc'), they arc IlIoc-bted to the 

!kIll and fplrit of European Officers. To prdLrve that fuperionty., 

and to bal.mee the impmving difciplinc, ar.ld confcqllent increaflng 

firength of the ncighbounng powers, the proportIOn of officcrs mua 

be augmented. It is notorious that Serjcants WIll not anf wt"r this end: 

but the fituation of a. fubaltern is not a Gtllation for lIfe. He mull: be 

young. vigorous, and aCtive; he mufr be animated by the profpeCt of 

IcadlOg the Corps. in whIch he is now learning to command, a..'1d ac· 

quiring the confidence of his foldit'rs by proving that he_ ments it. 

Under the di!clplmc of their Britlih leaders, and animated by their t"x

ampk, we have feen the Natives of India meet, at the charge of the 

bayonet, the veteran Troops of France, and meet them with effeCt. 

It was the invariable opinion of one of your oldeR: and moa refpee .. 

table Commanden, that fcarcely too many European Officers could be 

pnfied to a BJ.ttalion of Sepoys, particularly to lead them on to adioa. 

That opimon has lately. received the fa.ndion of our prefent Hlufrrious· 

Chief,· by his appointing additional Officers to the Bengal Battalions, 

fcrving on the Coaft, and by his acq1.liefcence with a part of the nume. 

rous applications made to join the army during the late war. 

We do not preiume to prefcribe to you the organization of your Se

poy Efrabliiliment: permit us,. however, with deference to {uggefi,. 

that" 
.,. Earl Cornwallis. 



[ 7 ] 

that the now defec1:ive fyfiem wouU be imptoved hy :mnexing the rank 

of FielJ Officer to the comm,md of a Battctl;on, and by promoting to 

a fuperior rank, a proportion of the fenior Sub'l1terns of the Army, ailli 

pofiing them to Sl pay Batra1ion~. , 

"here is fiiIl another fubjeCt, the fiatement of which, \\e arc ,11TuIel', 

""Ill be futhClcnt to llItereil: your juil:lce and hum.ll1lty in our beh.tIL 

1vlore than twenty years are {pent 11\ your fen ict: before \\ e can arrive 

at the r,mk at C<l.ptdln, and .lCtlr ten yc,tl'S more it mufl: be an in!bn(c 

of unufual good fortune, If the fCI VlCC flull enable any of liS to r<. v!fit 

our native country; but as if this were not fufficient, the door I~ {hut 

again!1: a tcmpordry return by the ne(.effity of an abfolute repgn.1tion, 

and confequent lois of pay. In hadhncfs and {eve-my this regu1.ltlon 

(If your {crvice il:,mds unequalled. 

The Officer in the King's Army pofTdTcs pri vikges utterly dcrued to 

him In the Company's. Thf' fonner not only returns to Ellrope, when 

reafonab1e caufes call him thither, and [or the reiloratlOn of his health, 

but further, to prtferve his fervices to IllS country, :md that he may 

rnamtam the refpec1abl1ity cffenti.ll to his RatIOn, hlS pay i::. regularly 

contmued. 

Let us now engage your attention to the fituation of the latter, who 

holds a Commiffion in His Majefiy\ fervice alfo. Should the urgency 

of his domeftic concerns demand his return to Europe, or a conil:itu. 

tion enfeebled by the climate and the duties of his profeffion, requIre, 

as a Iaft refollrce, a trial of his native alr, what mufi be his fn.lwb!> 

when he contemplates his dreary fituanon? Defiitute of a provdion, 
• 

which might enable him to procure the comforts and afiiibnce fa rca. 

D ~ifite 
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y'Ullitc to .111l \ Ilte the prdiure of (hfeaic, and contribute to rC-llwlgo

ntc lm c:-.ll4ldlul ir.1111c, he finks un::kr the dccumulJh .. d \' eIght of 

bl.lIly Ilb .Ill I of rncntal ucfponJulLy ! 

'11m, Gentlemen, I.'> no ImJgll1JI y' pICture, but a feene that l~ dally 

pailingbcfore our l)l-". To expJ.tlate furthLr onlt \\udJ, we are plr

JU.ll1LJ, be unmu.1Iuy; fur \H .. L.U1l1ot admit the H.lca thJ.t you would 

deliberately wdh to ilulilLc thLlr ltveE, whofe confhtutJOm have been 

Imp_llred 111 yoUl iel \- I{ C. 

Vic, thclefore, vdth the fullcfi confidence m your jufiice, and the 

rca[()n,1blcne[~ of our Il pi cfL 11 t.lt 1011 , rcqudl: that )' ou ,\III no longer 

'" lthhold flOm the OHiun of your Allny tl1.lt pnvlkge, whIch Ius 

l\1.1Jdry\ enjoy, of lctufIlmg to Europe lor a limited time. Our player 

Lxtcnlh to a furlough of tlllLC years, \\ lthol1t pnjUlllce to rank or 10[s 

of P.1Y, but fubJcB: to the rcfignatlOn of the fituatlOn or commJ.nd an

nexed; and, aftu rcturn to India, to be re-admltted on the duuent 

firength, unclel the prc.fwt e~lfi'ng regu1.ulODS. 

To thofc ,,110 luvc only vlcwed the objeCt at a diftancc, and who 

hnc not, hke w,. [uifered under the incfcafing weight of the gne

vanlC~ \\ hllh we now follCIt you to redrers, It may appear, tll.lt what 

has been long i"ubmlttt.d to, and I~ apparently inherent In the confhtu

{wn of tlm aim}, C,l11l1ot be fo oppreffive as we now repfefent. In 

your eyes, Gentlemen, we truft it WIll be no flight recommendatwn of 

our prefcnt foIicltatlOns, that from the commencement of the late war 

to the prefcnt hour, when every fiipul.ltion of the Treaty 15 on the point 

of bemg completely fulfilled, not a murmur has efcapcd to interrupt 

lhe harmony of ffiYlual co. operation, or fiacken the [prings of joillt ex .. 

~ .ertion 
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-ertion ag.\infi the common enemy. The Jifrlplincd cOllrJge ~f your 

troops, and the aninuted cxertlOm of their k.ldcrs have (under Provi

dence) dlifuicd the blciling., of Peace. not only through the Bntifh do

miniom, but to the rcmotdt (:Ol~_{ of th~ tL'nJtonc~ of thclr Allies. 

W care a!fured, thncfore, th.1t III iL~zlllg tilt. prefcnt oce.dIon, we {h:dl 

evince as v.ell the ficadinefs of our <ltt.lch':'.':nt to you, .H, the [cnfibility 

WIth which \\'e feel the pecuhar and .lImon mtoler.tblc hardillips of ollr 

fituation. 

Such, Gentlemen, is the plain, uncxagger.ltcd ftatcmcnt of dlc pre

{ent fituatlon and future profpcas of your military fcrvants in IndiJ.. 

I t I~ mdifputJ.bly true, that dcfp()ndcncy pen',Hies .1.11 the ranks of the 

Bengal Army from the dreary profpca before tht'm. PromotiOn to the 

junIOr cl.dlcs IS nearly hopclc[~, and entirely precluded from th<.: [enlOr. 

ThCIf jufl: d.um to a rccompcnfc for their fervlces i& denied, and the 

~hanlc of bemg rcfiorcJ to their friend:, and country 1:' removed to a pc

riOd [0 diftant and [u uncertain, as to llcken the expectatIOn even of 

the mofl: fanguine. But we rcfign with the moa implicit confidence 

into your hands a caufe whIch is not more our's than it is your own; 

nor can \ve allow a c'oubt to cxifi:, that you will fed \vith m, the ex

pcdlcnlY of renovJting that zeal, by whICh your acquifitlOns were ori

ginally made, by whIch they mufi be maintained, and on wluch the 

permanency of their duration does ultltnatcly depend. 

We have the honour to be, 

W 1th perfea: conuderation and refpeCt, 

HONOURABLE SIRS, 

Your moil faithful and devoted, 

Humble Servants, 

Cawnpo(}r, Feb. 1793-
I 

H~ BriCco, 
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II. 31 i(co, Colonel 

Alexander 11.1r.!v, Licllt. Colonel 
.; 

John l\1'COWJ.ll, Lieut. Colonel 

J. ~L' don.tId, M'ljor 

T. Bolton, M.ljor 

Robot D'l"C~, Jl,rJ.jor 

J. hCJrJ1<lI1, (',lptlll1 

llln('~ Atldnlull, 1,1(,1 t. 

John Codon, L\\'ut. 

John ;\{1WOlth, Llcut. 

T. Leigh, Lieut. 

\V. Hemmings, Licut. 

\VdlIam r .all) , Llcut. 

T. S. B.ltl.'lTIJI1, Licut. 

A. Ormc, Llcut. 

Robert Wdfon, AHifi. Surgeon 

Jamc~ Nath. Rmd, Lieut. 

C. Smyth, Lieut. 

John Munro, Lieut. 

Andrew Cuming." Lieut. 

I~ndrew Doul1, T .. ieut. 

\v!!1i'ltn R .• ban, Lieut. 

Thomas Geo. 'VIUlamfon, Lieut. 

S. Kelly, Llcut. 

Rilhard \Villoughby, Lieut. 

Fredenck Trench, Lieut. 

Edward AILfon, Lieut. 

Ceorge S. Brow~e, Lieut. 

Andr.ew. Y oung. Lleut~ 

\i 

1 
II 
I 
\ 

W. Howard, LIeu£. 

Ch,lrks Chrifile, Lieut. 

M~Icolm M'LcoJ, Lieut. 

Robert "0;1 urr.1)" Lieut. 

11m!) Che,lpe, LIt:ut. 

J. RJl1ken, AfIil1:ant Sllrgeon. 

ThornJ.s Salkidd, Licut. 

J 01.11 I-L1fn~, L\lUt. 

WllllatT. R< ntlle, Lieut. 

T. Long, Licut. 

W. 1\'1. BaLer, Lieut. 

A. Watkim, Lieut. 

N. S.1UmarC7, Lieut. 

James Pennington, Lieut. 

WIlliam Dick, Lieut. 

Herbert Pyefinch, Lieut. 

J. W. Adams, Lieut. 

James Pringle, Major 

James Hunter, Lieut._ 

John Jollie, Lieut. 

M. Duncan, Lieut. 

J. Hlckland, Lieut. 

Robert Blair. Captain 

Robert Carruthers, Enfig:n 

Lawrence Rawfiornc, Lieut. 

W. Dunn, Lieut. 

James Powell, Lieut. 

Robert 
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Robert Turton, Liellt. 

M. M'Grcgor, LIeut. 

Thomas MartIn, Lieut. 

George Foulls, Lieut. 

Robert Lowe, AtTi1bnt Surg~on 

D. Spencer Freeman, AfilfL Surg. 

Samuel Sean, LIeut. Colonel 

J. A. Gore, Enlign 

Gilbert Madeod, AfTifhnt Surg. 

John Law, A111fhnt Surgeon 

Alexander Robcrt[olJ, LIclit. 

RIchard Henry, Lieut. 

W 111Jam Mackintofh, CaptJ1l1 

Thomds Macfie, Lieut. 

John Eade, LIeut. 

George Hutchinfon, Lieut. 

Rouerick Frafer, Liellt. 

W. M. Birch, Liellt. 

D. Marflull, Captain 

WIlham Anderfoll, Affifi. Surp;. 

L. Grant, Clptam 

John Mawbey, Captain 

RIchard Forbes, Lieut. 

Edward Hall, Lieut. 

N. Stewart, Captain 

\ 
S. Kno\\ lcs, (\p,lin 

I • 

II J.l1nc~ Dell'l)', Afliil. Sl' gcn:l 

Rt)bdt FL1l1l is, Lll'Ut. 

('hull-;, S, ott, (',lpLlIll 

11 J. P. Klbk, EnC,...:,n 
II 
[) 

II Elh'LUli Indls, AiLitmt ~;llrOCOl1 
u h , 

I \V. Ad,lt11S, Llellt. 

nohL'rt Hctzkr, Ll':ut. 

I Rich,ud AJ,llTIS, 1.1l'l1t. 

II H. Hyndm.1l1, C.lpLnn 

II 
\1 

II 
II 

II 
:1 

I) 
Ii 
\' 
L 

/1 
II 
II 
II 

\i\/Jlll.1l11 P,tImcr, l\Lljor 

VY. G. P,tlmcr, Llcut 

\i\/illl,lI11 C,nnpbt:ll, Elllign 

J. II. Bc1bi1i.;;, Enfign 

W. Hunter, Ailifbnt Surgeon 

R. RJI11f.1Y, Ca pt,un 

John \Vall.lcc, 1,lcut. 

James M'Dollg,dl, A.friJl, Surg. 

David Robertfon, Enjign 

T. \V. Clclytvn, C,tpt,ll1l 

, \V. Geo. Mn.\\t:l1, LIl'l:t. 

'I JRllch'lRrd lR;11pI
L
1, Lieut. 

/1 01n a PI}, leut. 

J. Powell, C,ll1t. 

\i 
I 

Addreffcs and Petitions to the fame effect were tranfmlttcJ from each 

Military Station fubfcribed by the whole of the OHicers prcfmt. 

E 
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SEC'IION L 

= 

PETI1'ION to His MAJESTY-, and ADDRESS to the Honollrable the 
~OUR T of DIRECTORS. 

"W E therefore moft refpeCtful1y and eamemy folicit that the re-

" gulation which prohibits the advancement of any officer in the Corn

" pany's fcrvicc above the rank of colonel, be done away; and that 

" a reafuuable proportion of general and field officers be allowed on 

" this eftablifilment, that this may no longer be the only army in the 
" world in which fuch a prohibition exifts." 

The officers of the Bengal army, in foliciting a proportion of gene
ral and field officers, adequate to the complement of troops, are natu

rally governed in their ideas by the numbers of each of thefe ranks, 

whic.h it has been found expedient to appoint to the Britifh forces, 

when on foreign fervice: for, being now component parts of the fame 

machine, the artificial combinations of each muft be made, as nearly 

as poffible, to accord .. or the organization of the whole will necef. 

farily be disjointed, and the operations of both perplexed and embar

ra(fed. Attention mutt, at the fa~e time, be had to local fituation 

and circumftanccs. The general and field officers on his Majefly'i" 

army lJ11 are fo numerous, that, in this particular, tne two fervices bear 

.no analogy to each other, nor can the Briti!b. eftabliiliment be referred 

A to, 
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to, in order to reguLte the number!) of I)fficcrs of thefe ranks, whi<.b 

would be e.x pCllIcl1t, anJ nuy be juftly dumt.d for the army in Indld, 

though th~ l.1ttt.r, 111 the nmnber of men, much eXl.ceos the former. 

That our d.Ulll<', therefore, l1uy be anawgom to realon, and con[e;:

qucntly compauble \\ tth the profpLflty and rcfouree!. of that p~ut of 

the empuc, to the fel unty and prLfel vdtlOn of \\ hleh we are immedi

ately devotcd, thcy muH be aciJ ptLd to local clfcllm.lt:ances of iitucltion. 

This naturally 1<:-.1<"1:. u!. to a fUl vcy of the internal orgalllz .ltion of the 

almy m Beng.ll, the purpofcs for whIch 1t is maintamcd, and the na

tUfe of the [el VleL on '\\ Ineh it IS employed. 

The countlicl> pofidfLd by the Entd11 nation, under the Prdidtnt-y 

of Fort Wl11idln, in Bengal, are the provinces of Bengal and DJhar, a 

fm<ll1 part of Onif.1, and the Zemecndarree of Benare!.: but the tenor 

of our eugagementl> with the Nawab Vlzcer having thrown the deftnce 

of th.lt Pnnce'~ dominions wholly on the army in JJmgal, thelr fecu

nty, al> wdl from natural fituation as from pohtlCcll expcdienty, i~ be

come dlcntlal to the tranquilhty and f.lfLty of our own territOrIes, and 

the dlfpofitlOn of the forces, under the Prefidency of Fort WIlham, lS 

atcord mgly adapted to thIS objeCt. It becomes ncccffary, thucfo}'(', 

to comprizc, in this defcnption, as well the whole line!) of fr,mtier of 

the V lz"cr':. country, as of the Britifh provInces, together with the 

prindpal nuhtary fiatIons which it has been judged expedient to oc

cupy, in order to guard the poffcffiom of both from internal commo

tlons, and from foreign attack~. 

This extenuve frontier is bounded by the kingdom of Arncan, to 

the fouth-eaft, and by the river Soobanrecka, on the fouth-weft; the 

3 ka 
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rea CO:lil: extend'ing from the fouthern extremity of the Chittagong 

province, to the mouth of that river, forming the bare of a triangle, 

from the eafl:ernmofl: point of which a line being carried to nearly the 

27th d~gree of northern latltacle, and thence di3gonally north-weft to 

Hurdwar. from whence retuflllng fouth-weft, to Pip1cy, in Jel1.1fore, 

will indofe the whole arC,l of the territories of the BritiOl n,ltion and 

its allies immediately dependent on the Government of Bengal. 

The provin{:e of Bengal and the northern divifion of Bah:::r, are, 

by natural fituatlOn, in a great degree proteCted from the inroads of 

an enemy. Moreover, to the north and eail, the adjacent countries 

are pofTdled by nations nelther populous tlOr warl1ke, from w:10m 

latle is to be apprehended beyond the temporary inclIriion of an IIl

armed and irregular bandltti. TIlls frontier IS Iikcwife defended by a 

chain of mountams, hy large rivtrs, and hy extcnfivc forefts. To the 

fouth, the coaft is fccurcd from a manti me att,lCk, by {hallows, and 

the debarkation of troops WLJulJ be fatal on a dcfcrt llrand, covered 

with impenetrable woods, and inter{eCied by innumclable inlets of 

the fea, wlth only one port (and tl1.lt of diflicult aceel"s) in the {pace 

of three hundred mIles. Thm the command of the na\;igatlOn of the 

Ganges, w lllch I from its intricacy, (0\\1 ing to the pcrpetu,d fhiftll1g 

of the f:mds) is only known to a few ELiropc,lIl!> in the pilot krvlce, 

fccures Bengal from being attacked with {uccds by any EuropLan 

pow~r. To tran{port and l.md ten thou(l.l1d Europeans, Vv ith guns 

and flores, would be impraCticable, and equally fo, for an army of 

that lhength to attempt it on the land fide. We have;; every refourcc 

of money, provifions, and flores, requifite f0r ,the largdl: force. The 

lower parts of Bengal, where the troops of an Eurppean PO\\ er muff--

land, 
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land, are amincntly unhealthy. If landed farther to. the fouthward, 

they have ihll morc difficulties to encounter, in having a greater dif

tance to march. The climate would fight for us, by ddhoying num

bers. A partizan war of pofts might b~ carried on, without hazard

ing a general engagement, till fatigue, hunger, and difeafc, com

pleted their overthrow. The many large river& wInch take their 

courfe alfo through the interior parts of thefe provinces, protect them 

during the rainy feafon, from the incurfions of the neighbouring Mah

rattas, the only power from which any formidable invafion is to be 

apprehended; while the diftriCls to the eaftward of the Ganges are (0 

entirely fecured by that barrier, tha:t no infra nee occurs on record of 

their having been difturbed by thofe aCtive freebooters. 

On the north, fouth, and eafi:, therefore, our dominions are little 

ljable to foreign attack. The naturally weak parts are that tract of the 

\,,'eftcrn frontier of the Vizeee& territories, from Hurdwar to Ram

gaut, in extent /4() mIles; the Ganges, during eight months of 

the year, admitting the pafTage of troops at numerous fords, and thus 

cxpoling the whole of the Dooab to the northward of Furruckabad, 

with the provinces of Rohilcund and Oude, as far as to the weftern 

bank of the Dewa, to the annual depredations of bodies of irregular 

horfe, whom we erroneou{ly c1afs under the general denomination of 

Siks-b~~t who, in reality, confifi of Siks, Mahrattas, difbanded 

troopers, Hindoftannies, and of every defcription of banditti, who 

can provjJe themfclves with a match-lock and horfe, for the purpofes 

Df plunder. Thefe annually affemble in the defolated lawlefs difirith 

to the weftward of the J umna, and iffuing forth at the com!llcnce

Jllcnt of the dry feafon, incrcafe in D.umber as they proc.edi, and 

car? 
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carry nre and £word through the defence1efs * countries in their 
courfe. 

In the event of our bein~ engaged in hofiilities with the Mahratta, 

or other neighbouring States, that part of the Benares Zemeendarree 

fituated to the fouthward of the Gange_s, together with the whole of 

South Babar, is more particularly expofed to the eruptions ~f that ac

tive enemy, who would meet with no obfiac1e to interrupt their pro

grefs, through the numerous inlcts to be found by the paffes in the 

hills, on the fouthern frontier of Benares and Bahar. The fiations of 

Dinapoor and Chunar, together with all thofe within the Company's 

provinces, being defiitute of cavalry, could only furniili prol~Ction to 

the towns and diftricts in their vicinity. and would in yam attempt to 

interrupt the progrefs, or prevent the ravages of horle in an open 

country. 

Nt-
To the fouthw.-r, the nch provinces of Midnapoor and Burdwan 

I' 

are likewife open to an invafion, a!> ",,'f'1I from the fauth, through Cut-

tack, as to the northward, from the eafy cou1munication between 

thofe countries and South Bahar; witnefs the numerous erll ptions of 

the Mahrattas, and the depredations committed in thofe fertile d11: 

tricts during the latter periods of the Mogul empire. and our own 

fituation in I7 80, from an undlfciplined and (under any other circum

fiances) a defpicable rabble, notwithfianding that a refpeClablc dc-

• I fay defence1efs, becaufe the detachment of artillery and infantry llatlOned at An
nuplhee.r: is neither fufficientiy ~umerous to furnifh guards for the various fords, nor. 
while unprovided with cavalry, can it aCl: with eff'eCl: againft an enemy confifting wholly 
of horfe, and confcquently always able to elude their purfuit on a plain~ the whole face 
of the couDtry being a level Curface. 

B tachmcnll: 
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tachrnent ~f artil1 'ry and infantry lay on the northern bank of the 

Sorban ree k,l. 

The :\1 my maintained by the Eafi: India Company in Bengal being 

dcfigncJ for the fecurity of their poffeffions againft internal infurret

tions and foreign 111 n{i on , their dlfpofition is confcquently governed 

by thde ebjdh. With that view, it has been judged expedient to 

occupy fix pnnCipal {tatlons, in the vicinity of large towns and capi

tals of provinces, and to poft fmaller detachments, as well on thofe 

pal ts of tht:: frontiel mofi: acceffible, as at the principal cities (in 

"hiLh the Company's rq1refentativc ufually refldes) for the [upport of 

the Clvil authority, the protecbon of the trcaftuy and publi(. records, 

and to .dTiit, \\-hcn called upon, in realizing the rcvcnues.* 

The fo11o\\ ing are the fix principal ftations : 

tIl:. t Fort William, with B.urackpoor, where the Native Infantry 

rcquifitc for the ganifon duties of that fortrefs are cantoned. There 

,lifo furmfh the ncceifary guards for Calcutta and its environs. 

2d. Berhampoor, in the vicjnity of Mordhedabad, the refidence 

of the Nawab of Bengal; to guard the interior of that province, 

.. It has proved in vain that repeated orders have been 11fued, prohibiting the concelors 
from employing Sepoys in reahzing the rents. ~:y are employed for this purpofe in 
every dlfiriCt: nor has It yet been found practicable to colleCt. the revenues without the 
appearance at leall: of mIlitary force, and too frequently their interference is unavoida
blc.-It IS the invarIable praCtice of the country powers to ufc military force in the col .. 
leC\ion of the revenues, and hence the neceffity has been entailed on us. 

t See Apr~nJix A •• 
together 
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together with its fouthern frontier, and ready to reinforce" the garrifon 

of Fort William, or replace a vacancy of troops at Dinnpoor. 

3d. Dinapoor, near th~ city of Patna, to guard the interior of 

Babar. 

4th. The fortrefs of Chunar, a dcpot of aores for the fupply of 

the field futions, and the cantonment of a brigade, to guard the pro

vince of Benares. 

5th. Cawnpoor, for the proteCl:ion of the Vizeer's capital, LULk

now, and to preferve the tranquillity of his dominions. 

6th. Futteh Gur, in the vicinity of Furrochabad (the capital of 

the Patan Rohillas) to join the Cawnpoor divifion, if ncceffary, for 

thc protection of the Vizeer's dominions; alfo to furniih the detach-. 
ment flatloned at Annapilieer for the defence of the weftern fron-

tier. 

In addition to thefe, are to be enumerated the two fuborrlinate fl:a

tions at Mldnapoor and AMapfheer, the firfi dependent on Berhanla 

poor, and defrincd to guard the fauth-well frontier, the latter de

tached from Futteh Gur, far the proteCl:ion of the wefiern boundary of 

the Vizeer's dominions. The remaining dependent flations, at Chitta

gong, Dacca, Tajpoor, G~, Hazarrec, Burragong, Benarcs, and 

Jonepoor, are each occupied by a battalion of fepoys, to fupport the 

authority of the civil magiftrate and collector, and as guards for the 

provincial treafuries. Of late, a battalion has been employed in 

Affam, and will probably be permanently ftationee in that country. 

4 The 



[ 8 ) 

The Native Corps at Lucknow is detached from Cawnpoor, and plac~ 

under the authority of the Britiili Refident in that capital, as far {lS. 

relates to requifitions for guards, detachment$., and efeorts, and. to 

the protection of the Company's reprefentative at that court. 

The two invalid battalions of Native Infantry at Mongheer furnith 

cfeorts, when wanted, to boats with public property and frores, 

proceeding up and down the Ganges, together with fmall invalid 

garrifons and parties, where required. 

The invalid companies of European artillery and infantry at Chunar 

garrifon that fortrefs, and fumifh a fmall detachment for the fort of 

Buxar. 

The army at Bengal, at prefent, confifis of the following corps :* 

'fwo fkeleton regiments of Native Cavalry. 

Three battalions of European artillery, with thirty companies of 

Native Lafcars, forming a brigade of artillery. 

His Majefiy's 76th regiment. 

Six battalions of European Infantry. 

Six brigades of Native Infantry, each !enuiong of fix battalions. 

Four companies of European invalids . 

... See AppeDdix B. 
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"rwo battalions of Native Invalids. 

The number of officers on the f'taff of this army are fix colonels of 

infantry. The Colonel Commandant of artillery is on the effeCtive 

ftrength of one of the battalions. The Colonels of infantry COM

mand the fix principal Hations, and their dependencies. The remain

ing field officers are fix lieutenant-colonels, and fix majors, attached to 

as many European battalions, and the like number of lieutenant.colo. 

nels and 1'f\1 jors to the 'fix brigade!> of Native Infantry. Th .... above 

field officers are aU fixed at the principal flations, which are the hea.d 

quarters of their refpectlve corps, the lieutenant-colonels commanding 

the brigades fiationed at Berhampoor and Futreh Gur excepted, the 

former detached with two battalions to Midnapoor, and the latter with 

the fame force to Annapfhecr, for the defence of the refpcdive fron

tiers. The fingle battalions detached are fubjcCl: only to their refpee .. 

tive captains commandant, and to the authority of the colonels com

manding the fiatiom, on which they are dependent. Thus fituated, 

the whole of the corps (invalius f'xccpted) are, in point of equip .. 

ment, conftantly on a war efiabliiliment, aud in a continual rotation 

of active duties, being engaged in guarding a frontier of great extent, 

in fllpporting the authority of the Britiih Government, in the proter • 

tion of its allies, in maintaining the police, and In preferving the 

tranqUlllity of the whole. An army of lees than 30,000 men, thus. 

{pread over an uea of 2 I 5,000 (quare miles, to controul nationb 

fcarce1y yL"I: habituated to our fovereignty, (where the higher ranks of 

people are naturally difaffeCl:ed, from difappointed views of ele~tion) 

and in the vicinity of warlike neighbours, abounding in cavalry, mull' 

be at all times prepared for every exigency, and can feared! have. 

&00 many cemrical politions, at which it may affeI1lble in force, in the. 

C event 
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event of ~dden internal commotion, or foreign invafion. Yet. Oft II 

furvey, it will be {Qund that through the whole extent of the Britifb 

poa-effions in Bengal, with thofe of its allies, not one fironghold or 

tenable fortrefs is occupied, except Fort William: the forts of Chu

nar and Mongheer being in a ruinous fiate, that of Buxar trifling. 

and all incapable of refifting a refolute attack, or fl:anding againft a 

blockade, for the moa inconfiderablc {pace of time; no magazines of 

provifion. or forage, being colleded in any of thofe places. The dlf

tance of the Native Battalions, which are detached, from the princi. 

pal fiations, on which they are depen eot. is, generally, fo confider

able as to preclude the timely arrival of a remforcement from thence. 

in cafes of emergency, while thofe corps, which are fiationed more 

in the vicinity of each other, are yet fubjeCl: only to the authority of 

their refpechve commandants, no one of whom is invdled with any 

power of controul over the others, or can quit his own poft, but at 

the rcquifitlon or with the approbation of the civil magifirate of the 

difiritt. OUI troop~ are thus liable to be cut off in detail, before ef. 
fedual rehef can be afforded, or authority delegated, to affemb1e a 

force adequate to the eXigency of the occafion. 

Tlus inceffant call on the vigilance and alertnefs of the forces.. 

is faid to have been the motive whith induced Lord Clive to 

form the army into brigades, each comprizing a proporti.onat!e -C~ 

plement of artillery, with European and Native Infantry, and (had a 

competent corps of cavalry been attached) provided with eYf!ry requi

fite for, prompt and vigorous exertion. This arrangement continued 

with little alteration for feveral years, and proved, in every refped, 

adequate to the pUfpofe, expeCted from it. In a. courfe of time, in

aovabons wen: ma~et till at lcn,Bth we fee the name of bri" I'e-

3 .wu 
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main without its retaining any of the principles of the original defi,gn, ,. , 
or the features of its prHline form. How f.u thefe refpective deviations 

have tended to melioration, cannot well be afcertained, the changes 

made jn the fyaem having fucceeded each other fo r.:lpidly, as fcarcdy to 

admit an examInation of [heir principles, much kfs to affurd the op

portunity of proving them by the only unerring criterion, e,rperience 
• 

of the effect produced. Whatever may have been their individual merit. 

it is an incontcflable faCt, that thefe deviations fr.om the original de .. 

fign have divdlcd the Bengal army of the properties whICh were in .. 

tended to have been inherent in its confiitution. Our co~ps arc no 

longer, as formerly, calculated for prompt movements, and decifive 

operations. The feparation of the artillery from the brigades, the reoO 

moval of the cannon from the Native Bcltt<lIlOIlS, the confequent defi

ciency of Lafcars, and of good cattle for the guns, and, above: all, a 

tufpicious jcaloufy. degrading to the miht,uy chaidtter, which will 

ever check the ardour of exertion. have all concurred to deaden that 

energy, which formerly characterIzed the Bntiih troops in India. Added 

to thefe, the 100fe diftribution of tingle battahoni, and the want of a 

general fuperintending authority over the remote detached flations, leaves 

us expofed to difafters, which, lIke a [park falllng on a train. would, ill 

their confequences, be felt to an alarming eAtent: for, owing to the 
confined and rcf1:rided authority, invefied in the Officers commanding 

Native Battalions. their divided commands. and the want of definite 

infiruClions, applicable to evtry probable emergency, nothing could be 
undertaken in concert, till the arrival of orders from the Prefidency. or 

from the head-quarters of the divlfion, to which they flood attached; 

together with the requifite fupply of artillery, frores, cattle, apd, m 

fhort, of almoft every etfential for active operation, tq be conveyed to 

a diftance, pollibly, of fome hundred miles. 

If 
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It the permansocy of our fovereignty in ACta rells on the balls of 

our unquefiioned fllperiority, and of a prevailiug belief that we are in

vulnerable to attack, it behoves us to ufe every precaution to guard' 

againfi the chance of f,lllurc in our military operations, whether olrenLi\-&:! 

or defenfive. The man trivial check, received by the fmallcfi detachment 

of our troops, not only expofes the whole political body to a mortal blow. 

but contributes to efface from the minds of the natives, fubjcCl: to our 

Government, that impreffion by which our dominion W.tS fi111: efia

blifhed, and to which we are indebted for itE continuance, and there

fore tends, in its confcquences, to accelerate ~hc arrival of that period, 

which, with equal certainty. awaits the man firmly eficlbhfhed en)pire~, 

J the weakefi of the human ra<.:c. 

Under the circumilanccs above derailed, it is evidently cxpc:dit.nt, tha~ 

ofikcrs of experience fhould be invefred with authority, over a cert,lin 

number of fubordinate fiations. the moil: contiguous to each other, and 

beft fituated to afford ~utua} aid and fupport. It wi1l be the duty of 

fuch officers to infped: the troops and flores at each fiation, to regulate 

the difpofition of the detached pails, and, in cafe 'Of attack, or internal 

commotion, to adopt fuch meafures as may be requifite for the fafety of 

the difl:rid in which they cBmmanc:t 

Firft. then, iI' i~ fl1ggefled, that a competent bocly of light cavalry 

be raifed for the defence of the wefrern frontier, to be pofted at Annap_ 

fheer, inftead of remaining at Cawnpoor and Futteh GUT, where the 

<ountry is proteCted by the rivers Ganges and Jumna, nejther of which 
is fordabJe for a con1iderable diftance above thofe ftations~ . 

Secondly, 



[ J3 ] 

Secondly, a corps of native artillery (Golch-Andaz1""t-6 be raifed and 

attached to the brigade of European artillery, III addition to the Laf

eMS: to perform likewlfe all marine duties. 

Thirdly, The corps of Europc,m jnfantry, and artillery, bemg -at prc

fent on a fyil:em fundamentally bad, 1hould be reformed, and the regl

ments put on the fune efbhlifhment, in the complement of officers ami 

men to each as his Majdl:y's regiments in IndIa ~ the lame mode to be 

adopted for recruitmg them. 

Four~h]y, The number of European officers attached to the Native 

Battalions to be incrcafed, and, m refpect to appointment, rL1Ccd on 

the fame efiabhfhment with the European corps. The battJllOns to 

:ontinue at their prefent ftrength In rank and file, to confift of two gre

nadier and four battalion compal1lcs, with a Capt<lln and two Lleutc

tenants to each of the flank compalJies) and a CaptaIn. Lieutenant, and 

EnGgn to each of the battalion compaOles. 

FIfthly, The brigades of l\:;1tivc Infantry to confiil: of three battalions 

each, to be commanded by a Bngadlcr, WIth a Bflgade Major, and. 

~J.rter Mafier~ effective il:aff. 

Sixthly, The Commanders of European regiments to h~ of the rank 

of Major General, to act and move with theIr regiments. ~ ~ 
CI ..... ~~ d".., 0d1~~-~ ~ .--.c.- ~.~ 

Seventhly, ~Z General Officers on the il:aff of the Bengal army 

(exclufive of the Commander in Chief in India) to act as reviewing 

Generals; one for the principal fiations within the pr~vinces, the other 

for thofe in the field. 

D 



A'PPENDIX A. 

THE pre(cnt military efiablifhmcnt of Bengal conGas of two regi

ments of Native Cavalry. in all 468 rank and file, with two non-corn

miffioned officers, EUIOpean, and CJght European commiffioned offi

.cers. One brjgade of European artillery, of I I 10 rank and file, 

with 86 European 'Commiffioned officers; to which arc attached 

thirty companIes of La fears , natives. His :Majefiy'6, j6th regIment 

of rank and file, with 43 commiffioned officers: fix European 

battalions, in the Eafl: India Company's fervice, 111 number 35 S2 

rank and file, with 168 officers; of fix brigades of Native Infan

try, of fix battalions each: in number 23.140, includmg N.ative 

Officers, with 7'2. European non-commlffioned and 3iS European 

commifiioned officers. 
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STATlON8 COltPsin t194 

FDrt William and{ 
Barrackpoor 

Ten compan t!s qf European Artillery, with 
their complel1lt'ot of hat ive Larears, 

HIs MJjelly's 76tb Reglt1lent. 
Two banahons of European Infantry. 
SIX batta\lon& of Sepo}s. 

Berframpoor Hcad{ {One tWtalion of European Infmtry. 
Q!!.-trtera lwo batulitons of :::ep")6. 

b'l"lttkrNrrJ 
Mtdnapoor Two battal,ons of Sepoys. 
Dacca One bat'allon of Sepoys. 
Chlttagong One battaholl of ~epuy5. 

MOllghcer 

Dmapoor Head 
<l.!!arte rs 

&prltdnICvs. 
Hazzarree 
Ga~a 
TaJpoor 
AHam 

Buur 

Chunar Head 
Q!ldr~eJS 
D,p'nC> rlcia. 

Eu:rn~on~ 
Ber~res 

J?"~pour 

Cd"'''} Jor He .. d 
Q~ ... , \lrS 

r·~~1/dnh). 
ytnow 

Two battalions of Inv.l!ld Sepoys. 

f 
rTwo comrames of EUropean AnIHer;·. 
~ Four compdnteS "t Laredrs. 
, Two b3ttailons of ElJropean Illfantry. 

1 
LTwll ba tahons of Sepoy!. 

Olle b.tt taholl of ScPO} s. 
One baltallOn of Sepoys. 
Ope battdhon of Sepu~s. 
One baUdhon of "epuys. 

Detachment of European and Natn e Invalids 

r rOne c!mpany of Imaltd European Arhllery. 

{ 

~ Three cOlllf'trl es 0\ In\dbd l>urop.lnfantry. 
L Three baltahons of Sera} s. 

One b,ttahon 01 ::'''\,0''. 
_ One battalion or ';;CpuI' 

One batt"ho'l of ~<:I-'0) s. 

{ 

rOne I"~g ment of :-, ... 11 e Cav~lq. 
j 1\\(l CompanIes 01 "'.rtlil rl. \Ith Lareals. 
'\ One b,I[I.lIlOn of 1!,1Irorea" Infantry. 
LF,ve battalions "f " 1'0, s 

One b ... ttdllOn 01 Sep'" " WIth Artillery. 

• 
Fun"h Gur Head {{Hdl! a Compan, "f "'.rrIlle,,·, \\ Ith Lafrars. 

<l!'arters One re~lIl1e!lt at "'~l"e l. .. ;alq. 
n"pl'Tulmry. ~nllr \ .u-allons ot SCpOH 

Annup!1Ker {H~lf a co",p.·'\ 0\ A>I,lIc!), \\lth Larcar~. 
1 \\0 batt3I.un, .... f Scpo». 

NatIve Caval!). 

European Ar'ullery 

N.ltlve Laf,.art. 

ElJrOpelir Infant/). 

1ft bnzaM. 
NatIve Intantry. 

'j 2d l?ngade. 

! 
, ,d brigade. 

, 4th hr gade. 
I 
15th brigade. 
16th bng~ue. 

I European Imal,ds 
Native 1m ahds 

DISPOSITION OF THE BENGAL ARMY Iii '79-!-' 

I 
~.,~ r.,g:'I=t"~rl:;~ ,1. Principal Sta- ~"3 ~ ;: -:; ~ :: ~ ~ I d:= ... ~ StatIons of 

tlonsoiDI. -::: ::'~",,' ~ _-""""1:;- D'~llionsof BrJUades 
vllionsof ng >0 2 5 ~" a,c l _5 :' C Corps ,iIld"SiU. 

.h. A~y i: ~ ~~:' ~I_~_;I_~_"_~ i ~I ~{~I'_ -1-R-eg-I-n-le-n-t.l-f-ul-~-:h-on-:-.: 
I 1 D'Ho Cawnpoor. r'o (, OIU} an.es I ortWlllum. 

Prefidency. 3 I . J I' UlttO. ~Inapoor. 
"' :> Ditto. Com n, oor. 
L I DItto. Futleh Gur. 
r >0' cumpan.eSlfortw.tIJ.un. 

J I 4- D,tto. DlnapDor. 
, I 4 D ,to. Ca"nroor. 
U 2 D,tto. FUlleh Gur. 

r I' 1 RB !, j76th:FOl t \V '1'3m. I 2 'It"t tong I 
-< I I D tio. iBerbrlpcor. 
I \ 2. DI tJ. ,DI'lapcor 
lID t,'J. ICd"'fl} our. 

3 P,ttaho'ls Chllnar 
I D He \ 1) lrragong. 
1 D tlu. I']one}oor. 
[ Dltto BelJares-. 

Prcfidency. 30 

7 

Chunar. 6 

~:;t'f I ;. g;. 
0- Q.. 
~~~ 

;; ii"1l . -f -Mile&. 
to 

!f' .. .. 
6 , I 2 132t'"110(,5 I D.~aDOOt'. , I' D "W 'Yah. r f9 

I 1 
I I : g,;:~: ~~~~ree •. j Dm:IpooT. 

, I I J Dttn T~:; o';or .J~. 
C't\'npo~r ! 6 I 5 B1' ],ons ca'~l'vor. I "I DItto Luc l.<W. ,. 

IFlltteh Gur 16 I 14 B~ttdl,ons 'If utte -nr. 
] D tto. Anmlpt'heer ISO 

Prer. lenn " 6 6 Ba!t~llOns Barralkpoor 

I'BerhJIlll-oor 6] Dnto 'w~erhamFO[J1 ii 
I z D'IO. \lIdnJpoor I~ 

I J D tlo. DJcca "~ 
• I I I D tt • hl·t~['ong \ ljS 

, If I.J. I I 4 l,. on r 1 " '""50 ( !lllnar 
i I I 2.:0 Lompan es '\lonl,heer 
r .-.-:-.--- ---,- -- -- ------,--------.....,.. 
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SEC 'T ION ll. 

OF C A V A L R Y. 

THE fouth-weft dilhiCt::; of Bengal and Bahar, and the weftern 

provinces of the Vizeer\ domimon<;, have a great extent of frontier 

expofed to the incurfions of the neighbouring powers, viz. the Iviah

rattas, the Siks, and the Durranmes, the fubjeeh. of Timur Shah.

The forces of all thefe nations pnncipally conull: of cavaJr~ 

evident, therefore, that defectIve as we are in this dfenti,ll..." our 
"'" poffeffions in India ever lye open to an invafion, and we fhall in vain 

oppofe their ingrefs, or attempt to check their rapid movements through 

a champaign country, which has no natural barriers of mountains, or 

rivers, to ftop their progrefs, and is delhtute of walled towns and far

treffes, of fufficient ftrength to protect the per[ons and property of the 

inhabitants. To eftabldh a connected chain of pofts, for the fecurity 

of a frontier of fo great ",tent, and in every part eafy of accefs, 

would demand a very confiderable augmentation of our infantry efta

blithment. Yet a frritill body of highly dlfciplined cavalry would be 

found fufliclent for its proteCtion, and would moreover (were fiuJ, to 

be formed and a breed of ferviceable horfes produced wlthin out' 0\\0 

territories) enable us, in the event of a war, to complete a refpeCla

ble carps of light horfe, equal to cope with any number of incgular 

~a'Valry, that could be brought againft them. 

DUring 
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During a\~our[e of .lL'llve operations 10 the £dJ, no fupcriority in 

dJfclplmc, or iCJcnc(', Lm comptnf.lte for the want of cavalry, when 

act 111~~ agamf1: an enemy provIded WJth horre. \Vere proof~ \\ ,l1tmg, 

the (. Hnts of the.: two Ld1: ,,\ J.r:. affJrd numerous mfiancc.:s, l1l confir

mation of tbi:;, nili 1 tlon. 

By their late conqucfls, the Mahuttas hJ.vc extended tht:Jf poffer. 

{ions to the wd1:ern boundary of the V Jzccr's domullont., and the 

whole fouth-wdl frontier of the Bflttih provIncc~ IS bordLfed by the 

tcrntory of thule flate",. The Ellropean offIcers, in the fen ice of 

~1adhajec Smdla, have, in addItIOn to his numerous boJies of hodc, 

furni!hed him with a corps of reguLu Jifclplmed mfamry, hitherto 

unknown In the armies of the Mahratta St,ltes. After expenencing 

, the .,td~ant3gcs ,,111ch his inf:mtry has denved from the mtroduCtion of 

the ElltSpe,m t,lCtic, and dbmating it by the important acquifitions 

whIch he has in confcquence made, it may be pl~fumed th,lt he ~ in l 

not faJ] to adopt the fame mode for the improvement of his cavalry: 

and on revertIng to the [bte of the M yforean horfe, in the year 

1749, compared wIth thofe brought unto the ficId, and oppofed to us, 

during the two tdl: wars with that power, we {hall, by ancllogy, find 

caufe for fcrious attentlOn to the upid improvement of our warlike 

and rcfl.1ds n~ibhbour", in the milit.lry artl. An accurate account of 

the army acting at prefcnt under Sindu., in the countn("s bordenng on 

the Vizcer's domimons, is hereunto annexcd.~' The character of 

thefe troops, and the t,\lents of thelr chief, may be eftimated by the 

extent" of their acquifitions. They arc now in the undillurbed potref-

..fIon of all thore countries extending from the foot of the northern 

mountams to the rea, through which the whole of the valuable horfeS' 

to be procured 1O. the Dritdh or Vizecr's territories muft pafs. Any 

3 attempt 
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at'ternpt~ therefore, to augment our cavalry, after we nlall h:;Are been en

gaged in hofbht!es with thofe States, would prove" ineffectual. A 

plan for eftablifhing a breed of horfes, of the firfi: quality, withm 

our own province'S t has been lately prefented to the Bengal Govem

ment, by an officer of that cftabhfhment. The ability and pcrfpicuity 

difplJyed in this propofal, together with the importance of the fi.Ib

je6t, not only in a military, but in a commerclal point of vic;w, cntt .• 

tlc it to the ferious anention of all tho[e~ who are entrufied with the" 

adminifrration of Indl:!. affairs. 

It is [aid, that the Directors, 10 all their general letters to lkngaJ~ 

have uniformly recommended to the Government of that Prefidency, 

In the event of being engaged in a war, in defence of the Vizeer or 

Gther Native Power, to require of that ally, that he fhould furnilh his. 

, (ontingent in cavalry. The Nawab Vizeer had in his fiabIc:s at Luck .. 

JlOW, in 179"3. not lefs than 3000 horfes, folely for his priv.'lte life, 

I,tlany of them of the full quality, yet never mounted, but on occa

iions of ceremony and for parade. Every argument 1hould be em

ployed to prevail on that Prince to co-operate with us, in furming a re

fpeCt.able corps of cavalry; a meafure which would put him to no ad· 

ditional expence, fince the horfes are already fed at his charge, and it.. 

would only be necdfary to difband a part of the irregular and ufelefs 

rabble, that now djfgrare his. fervicc, in order to fupport this new eftA.,.

bldhment. 

E 
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$ E C t[ ION IlL 

o FAR TIL L E R Y. 

T HE Brigade of Bengal Artillery has evinced, by its fervices during 

the two laft wars, the excellence of the corps. The prefent mode of . 
fupplying it with recru~ts is the fame as that adopted for the European 

!nfantry; but the Artillery having, by prefcription, the ad vantage of 

priority of felection from the whole of the men received from Europe; 

it has never fuffered fo materially, either from the deficiency or quality 

.of the recruits. as tht: BattJllions of European Infantry. Were a re

cruiting company eftablifhed (with the fandioR of gOJJernment) at 

Woolwich, and the recruits trained for a certain time with the Royal 

Artillery there, a greater proportion of men, properly qualibeJ for the 

(ervice, would be procured, and many would be faved, who, after thei..r 

arrival in India, fall a facrifice to the climate before they are fufficiently 

inftruded to be fit to join their Company, and confequently before 

they have been capable of performing any fervice. An academy alfo 

might be eftab1ifhed for Cadets of Artillery, appoinred by the Eat! 

-India Company, to remain there .twelve months at bft previous to 

their embarkation, and l if on examination found qualified) to proceed 

to India~ as acting officers, in charge of the men, the whole under the 

3 authority 



authority of one or more officers of each eftab1iIhmc:nt who may have 

been in Europe on duty or furlough~ 

Were a Conlpa'l'ly of Nauve Artillery-men lGoleh Andaz) added to 

(tach of the European Com panics, tHey would prove a moO: effential 

aid, and by faving the latter from expofure to the fun, during the hot 

feafon, would preferve many, who now f.til a faentice on common 

camp, or canlonmcnt dutIes, and thereby .. dd to the fucngth of the Eu

ropean Artillery Corp~ in the field, when the fervlces of e"ery indivi

dual are of importance. In action they would be employed as G\ln,. 

Lafears, an indifpenfable aid in India, of which the deficiency was {o 

much feJt during the late war, as to occa1ion draughts of the whole 

eftabli1hments attached to the artillery and infantry corps in Bengal" 

{the train at the field fiations not excepted) by which the guns were: 

~dt unmanned, and confeq-uently ufclcfs~ 

In the time of peace tne corps of Goleh Andaz, being principally 

ftati<med in Fort William, would perform all marine duties, and thus 

prevent ddelti()ns from the Battalions of Native Infantry an their re

moval from the Upper Provinces to the PrefiJency: the apprehenftons 

Qf being thus employed having ever been the chief caufc of their quit

ting1heir colours. This l'orps 1hould be compofed entady of Nat.ives. 

€If Bengal, and 'p<lrticularly of the c1afs of rea-faring mem, who being. 

accullomed to that mode of life~ and enured to the climate of th~ lower 

part of tIle Delta of the Ganges, would feel no repugnance at' being 
• 

:fi.!lofted for that particular duty. Their pay ~lauld be. the fame as that 

of the Gun-Lafcars, and the European officers appointed from the corps

Q£ attillery. To infima: tne Natives in the management of guns will, 

llb 



in Europe, be deemed a fuggeftion pregnant with danger to the exit:. 

tenet of European power In Afi.a. It JS difficult to dI:lce fhong im

prcilions, and to change rooted oplOiollS; but it is well known to 

thoft: who are moil: intin1.ltcly acqu.llntd wIth th~ch:u.lctcr of the Na. 

tlves of Hmdol1dl1, that It is to the rcgul.lr ll![clplmc ,ll1U mdhod pur. 

fued in Ollr fervice. and above: all, io the prefcnce of Britdh ofI1ccrs 

they are Indebted for theH fuperiority-that the fame man, if tramfcrrcd 

to the [ervlce of one of the country powers, finks to a level with thof<.:: 

around him. The government of Bengal, by dlfcharging at once 

5 or 6000 difciplined men at the clofe of the bfi war. eVinced. their 
.~ .. 

freedom from apprehenfion on this head. WIth re[pett to the army of ,.. 
M yfore, confe:ffedly the moO: formidable corps in the fcrvice of any 

Native Power, its excellence is to be attributed entirely to the body of 

~rem;hmen who have long been attached to the army of that ftate. 
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SEC T 10 N IV. 

EUROPEAN INFANTRY. 

ALTHOUGH our EUr0pcan force mull: ever be confidered the paTIa

Jium of our defence in India, and the key-frone by which our fove

rcignty is maintaim:d: yet it is not lcf~ certam that, to pre[crve our Afia

.tic dominions by an ar:11Y compo fed .of Europeans alone, \\ ould be im

rraCticable, and that, were it poi1lble, yet the drain of men from the 

mother country ,vould be fo great, a£ to counteract. all the advantages de

.rived from the pcilleilion of theIR. The European troops i1lOuJd he conf.idCrcd 

:as a corps of rc(crve, to be brought forward only on occafions of import

.ance, and as a neccfiary b."dance to cnfure the fieadincis of the native I 

.corps. The refpetl:ability, lherf'fore, of this body of men is an objeCt 

.of much more ciTential confequence than it;) number, finee in thi!> parti .. 

:Cular the difproport,on ever muft be fuch, that the balance can only be 

maintained hy a perfuafion of their decided fuperiority in dlfClpjille and 

valollr~ 

It has been affcrted, and ",ith truth, that" the European character in 

" India cannot be raded too high, and that if the natives fllOuld be ac

~ .. cuH:omed to look on perfous in the Britiih fcrvicc with indifference and 

"" coptempt, they WIll rapidly annihilate .our empire there, and.with it 

H the very few Europeans by whom that country is held in fubjetlion."* 

III Letter from t~e Right HQl10urable H. Dundas, to tbe ChalfmaQ of the Court of Direc-

-(Qfs. 
F Provilion 

I 



Provifion has thtrcforc been wifely made, in a bte act of the Legiflarure, 

for obviating this evil, by rel1:ncl.mg thole. 1\1l0pe,ms who may be li

cenCed to relide wlthm the Company\ pofTcffions, to a fixed refidence 

within ccrtJIn lunlts, anti thus Leeuring the regularIty of their contiuct, by 

placing them under the Immediate lye of authonty. Yet the military 

(h.,rJ"-l<.:r of the Briu!h nation, on \\hich our fccur~ty depends, is de

graded, by conflmtIy fending out, as reeruH~ for the EuropeJ.11 Infantry, 

wn:tchc~ who arc the ouOC,lt1S of their native country, men worn down 

anll debilltlted by dlfeafe, contracted by, every fpccie~ of vice and de ... 

bJuchcry. The cfi"l:ct produced by eAlubiting ftlch fpeCtacles In the 

char,H~tcr of Bnttfh f~ldiers to the "yes of the native~ of IndIa need not 

be told. Y d, Lhould a contempt of the natlOn,\1 (l1.lr,l(:tcr once 1 ceome 

general, Its rdloration would be atcemptcd in V.lm, nor would the 

00\\.111fa11 of our Afiatic empIre be long protra{ted. How [Ir the prdent 

mooe of fupplying the Eaft India Company\ armiCS With Europ".U1 re

cruits i~ advantageous to their fer'fice, will be beft determined by thot'£ 

whofe fituations have afforded them the oppoftunity of infpeding thcfe 

men from the time of theIr embarkation to the period of thei.r exifrcnce 

in IndIa, which to the greater tlUmbcr is of no long ouratIOn. Of late; 

indeed, numbers have jUdiClOUfly been remanded home by the return of 
the {hips that conveyed them out, by which the Eaft India Company was 

rcl~eved, a~ well from an enormous incrcafe of their hofpitaI charges, as 

from the eX,k)enfe of mamtaining men ·in the 'character of foldiers by 

whom no fervice could ever be pel formed, and whofe appearance and 

depravity of conduct mu(\: tend to depreciate, in the eyes of their Aiiatic 

fubjettes, that opinion of European fuperiority by which their fayereignty 

is maintained .. 
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Of thofe who might be fit for fcrvicc, on their en1bl kation, the trLlt. 

tnc.nt on board fIlly i~ gcner,\lly fueh a5 to c.mCe numerous clfu,lltlcS lltll". 

wg the voyage, and m,my of the (urvlvors arc [0 irretrievably injlilcd III 

lhl!.r health, thelt in a very few YC.lrs tht:y become .m illcumbrance .l~ 111. 

vcdid~. Fronl the rccrult~ not being under clurg.: of officcrs, willIe on 

thclr paiT<tgc, dJil:afc:s are contrJaed, in confl:qllence of n<.gl<:tt, expo. 

fure, and want of clcanlinefs. ILtving UfU,llly dl{pofcd of the ncccfllrir:s 

with which they were furlllihed, they rem.un entlrely without lhe means 

of defentt' agamft bad weather, and the frequent changes 01 clImate 

tl1.lt are cxpenenceu 011 the vOYJgc, whde the mdely of thc-ir COll(iItlOll 

and wretched appearance hut too frequently luhjctt them to brutJI and 

contemptuous treatment. Tlms they ufuaIly land in India-emaciated by 

ficknd~ and dli11eartencd by the fuficnngs they. have undergone. Such 

clfcumfiances cannot but render the men who arc cxpofcd to them very 

unfit to fupport the mllirary charaCter of a difiant nation, In the eyes of 

an acute and dl1~:erning people, who yield theu obedience to char,\eter 

alone; who are tlmId only becaufe they are yet ignorant, and who, by.l 

concurrence of fortunate events and brilliant fuccdTcs, were rather fur

prized than overpowered. 

With fuch materials to compofe our European corps, it cannot crL"te 

fUrprize that uneafinefs :fhould be felt by the officers \\ ho ferve in them, 

and that a general anxiety :fhouId prevail to be removed from a fituation 

whence neither crc,llt nor fatisfadion can accrue. That under all thde 

-difadvantages, .corps :fhould have been made which, in point of Jifci. 

pline and r~gulanty, do credit to the Britlih name, would {cJrcely obtain 

belief; but that the affertion has been verified on unqueilionabfe autho

rity. Such inftances clearly prove that the general inferiority of the 

£.aft India Company's European battalions, in the ~Ee.atance" and cha-

raCte.f 
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raaer of the men, taken individually, (fur collectIvely they have alwaYI 

acquitted themfcIvcs wIth equal credit) is entirdy to be attributed to the 

mode in which they are recruited; that th~ prefcnt fyfiem is radically 

had, and it may be prefumed, from the good fiate of fome of the corps, 

tlut were the fame mode adopted as is purfued in his Majefry's fervice, 

the Eaft India Company's European (troops would not be deficient in any 

of thofe requifites that confhtute military excellence. 

There are four principa1 fi<ltions in Bengal and Oude, which it has 

been judged eXpedll:nt to occupy with European infantry. It is thereTore 

fllggcfied that the number of regiments of Emopean infantry, on the 

Bengal efiahlifhm~.l t.. be four, each to confit1: of the fame com-
~~~_t7L J 

plement of comn ~ officers, non-commifiioned and private, as his 

Majefiy's regiments in India: the Rritifh Go..vernment to be applied 

to for permiffion to fix all a convenient fituation in England where the 

recruit!. enlified may be affcmbled, and difciplined p«vious to their em

barkdtion. A proportion of officers from each of the Prefidencies to 

have charg(, of and train them. Thefe ofiicers, or others, who may 

be in England on furlough, to embark with them for Indla, and to con

tinue their fupcrintendance on board, where thofe for the infantry wIll act 

as marines, qnd the artillery-men .ferve at the guns. By fuch means, 

not Icfs than one-third who perifh at prcf.ent, iu confequence of neglect 

and Improper t.,.eatment~ during the voyage and by expo[ufC to the [un 

i.rnrl)edialely after their landing, and before they arc fea10ncd to the eli

mJ.te, for the purpofes of inftruClion, will be preferved to the Eaft India. 

Company and to the nation. On a .calculation, it is proved that by the 
• 

death of every {oldier fent to India, a lofs of 2001. is incurred. The 
charge attendmg an eftablithment of four companies for the recruitmg fen.. 

,vice will be found not to exceed 2201. per month; fo that conlid.eratiOll$ 

.of ... 



of a:conomy, as well as of humanity and policy, can for the adoptiiJ!l 

of this meafure. Young men of charader, and of faber habits of hfe, 

will thus be induced to offer thcmfelves for the India fcrvice, a fituation 

wherein the private foldier enjoy.) marc real comforts, and is more 11beraI1y 

paid, and more amply provided, than in any other dfmy in the world.

The oHicers employed on the recruitJ'ng duty wiII be rcfponfibh: to tbeir 
I 

rcfpcdive regiments that the men enlified arc in every refpect qualified 

for the (ervice. A knowledge of each other will produce mutual confi

dence and attachment between the officers and men. The Europc.m in

f:mtry will from refpecbhility become the moa hoaour.tble CUfp". The 

prefent reillefsncfs of the officers. proceeding chiefly from if lIttle farif. 

fadion and credit accruing to them, while this body of men is compoled 

of bad materials, as at pre(ent, a change of iyll:em will remove the cau(e 

of this irnpreffion. The allowance made to the officer.) of the l1.ltivt' 

corps, to enable them to furnilh themfdves with camp eq~ipage and 

carriagr, has proved fatisfactory to them, ami a confider.lblc f.lV1!1g to 

Government. Let the famt: allowance be made to the ol1iccrs of Eu

ropean regiments. The regimental itaif l1wuld IJkcw;[e be appointed 

ll1yariably from the corps. In his M'ljdl:y's army, the off-red:om:lgs arc 

the perquifitc of the comm.mda.nts of regiments. The officer::: ('ommar:~i

jng regiments in Iudi", are equally entitled to thi~ advantJgc, and tJIl of 

late enjoyed it, wHh forne difference in the mode of dlfi:nbution. As 

their rank", ill, in l1lofi iituations, place them in the command of ftations, 

.md their a!lo\vances will, in confequence, be liberal, ~ as a compenfdtion 

for the additwn;tl duty and refponfibility to which they are fllbjccted) the 

two field officers next in rank, on whom the immediate charge of the 

regiment. and the conduct of its difcipIinc wIll fall, ihDUJd p,uticipate in 

this emolument. The general officers holding European regiments, who 

nl<1y proceed to Furope, or be found unfit for field [ervi~e, to refign their 

G command5; 
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Hcommands: the former pro tempore, and on their return, to wait a- va .. 

canty, the latter to have a ptovifion made fot them.- under certain limita

tions. 
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SEC'l'ION Yo 

NATIVE INFANTRY. 

ON the efiablifumcnt of native troops we mull, in a great meafure, de

pend, as well for the permanency of our Aliatic poifeffions, as for the 

advantages Great Britain denves from them; finee no acquifitiQIl of wealth, 

or increafe of territory, would' compenfate for the dram of men from the 

mother country, and the confequent injury to population, were IndIa re

tained by an army conLifiing folely of Europeans, expofed, as they muil' 

be, to the malignant influence of the climate. It is to be hoped that no 

mifiaken apprehenfion, or jealoufy will deter us from improving the dif

cipline of the Native corps, and adding to the cunfidence they repofe in 

their firength, whIle under Britiili officers. The refpeCtabllity which is 

attached to every individual in our [ervice, in the eyes of the people of 

India, is our beft fecurity for their peaceable fubmiffion to our' Govern

ment. The fidelity and attachment of the Native troops are en[ured by 

the ft:ongefi: tie, that of felf-intcrefi:. The private fepoy dreads dlfmif

fion as the tCverefi: punifhment, as the forfeiture of a comfortable fub· 

fiO:ence, and ruin to h1s profpeCl:s of advancement. So numerous ale the 

candidates for admiffion, that in Bengal the N ad ve battalions may. jn a 

very 
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very thort (pace of time, be augmented in any degree that thall be re

quired. Two recent regulations have. alfo, contributed to render our 

military fervlce fhll more eftimable in the eyes of the people of India. 

The provifion made by aCt of Parliament for the regular payment of the 

army was fatisfattory to all, but moft effentially beneficial to the private 

foldier., who hai it not in his power to provide againft future exigencies. 

The reguI.ttion rdative to the difcharge of fepays, by which they are no 

longer fubjeCl:ed to difmiffion at dl[crction. has alfo produced the hap

piefl: effeCt, by rendering the fituation of the private foidier permanent, 

while hl~ condutt,is regular and milit,uy. and thereby preferving to each 

that claim. to advancement which is ~ue to long and meritorious fervices. 

Nor is it folely ~n a military point of view, that the value of fituations in 

our army is to he contemplated, as contributing to the fafety of our Afi~ 

atic dominions. 1t ~s at prc:fent, and has long been cuftomary., among 

the middle clafs Qf farmers and landholders, as well in oW" own dillrids • 
as in thofe of the Nawab Vizier, to fend a youth of the family to the 

BntiLh army, as a {epoy, whofe fituation therein is a pIoted:ion to them 

againft the impofltions and extortions of the natives. employed in the 

colleCtion of the revenue ; as he becomes a channel by which reprefenta

clans 4n" made to the European ofijcers of his corps, and by them are 

conveyed to the Company's civjI fenrant, fup~intcnding the province. 

or to' Government J without the inteIVention ()f thofe whofe intereft it 

mi&ht be to lupprefs their complaints. Redrefs is thus obtained with 

morc fa.cility .and certainty, .and in confequence fewer infl:ances of op-

preBion 
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prdlion occur. ~y ruch collateral ties of attachment, the internal tran

.quillity.of our territories is fecured, during the periods that our troops are 

.employed on foreign fe.rvice. The fon is the pledge of the father'6 fide

lity, and his protector againft extortion. 

That an eftablilliment which thus contributes fo effentially to the pro

tection and happinefs of our numerous Indian fubJt:Ct:s, and fecllres to 

Great Britain her moil valuable foreign po1Teffions, fhould be rendered 

as efficient as is pollible, muft be the willi of every friend to his country. 

It is admitted, that the fuperiority of the fepoys in the Britilh fervice 

over their countrymen in the armies of their native Princes is to be attri. 

buted folely to their European officers. Under thefe, their fieadinefs in 

action has withftood the charge, and gain~d the palm of victory from 

the veteran troops of France; yet the complement of officers confifts of 

no more than one captain al\d eight fubaltems, with an adjutant, to a 

battalion of fix hundred and forty men. The Commanding Officer and 
. . 

the ftaffbeing exempted from detachment, there rem:!ins, on a fuppo

{ttion that every ORe is prefent and fit for duty, but one officer to move 

with eighty men. The manners and habits of the fepoys being lefs re

pugnant to the natives of India than thofe of the European foldiery, and 

their conftitutions being more inurea to the intemperance of the climate, 

mooe corps are more frequently called upon for detachments, and more 
, 

.employed an general line and-camp duties. Indeed there are feveral ha.. 

raffing duties, futh as pickets, cattle, and baggage guards, &c: &c. 

to 



to \\- hicIt Europeans are [elJom or never expofed. Their officers, bc

fides thufc dutie~ peculiar to the native line, are alfo incident to the fame 

rotations of duty with thofe of the Britifh regiments though out-numbered 

Ly the bttcr in the propOI tion of three to one. In his Majefty's re-giments 

the complement of oHicers under tpe ra.nk of Major is to the men as one 

to -nineteen. If, as ha~ been allowed, the fieadinefs of troops in attion de-

pends much on the prefence and example of their officers, and on the con

fidence repofed in them by their men j and if the above proportion has 

been found not more than adeq.!Jatc in Britlfh regiments, it will be 

fuperfluous to urge by further argument the expediency or jufiicc of an 

increafe of European officers to the Native corps in IndIa. It has before 

been obferved, that the fCEoy battalions during the intervals of peace are 

placed in fituations, where they mufi at all times be prepared to att on 

emergency. They are, moreover, fubjeCl: to confiant requifitions 

for detachments, as well on occafions of internal commotion, as tu 

protcCt an exteniive and open frontier againfi predatory incuriions. It 

is on fueh defultory expeditions that the European officer is unremit

tingly expofed to the cafualties of the fervice, and to the intemperance 

of the climate, yet in his efficiency are involved as well the fuccefs, as 

the prefervation of his party. Recent in fiances might be adduced 'in 

proof of this aifertion, and it cannot be too often repeated, that no pre

caution fhould be negleaed to avert the mofi: trivial failure, which in its 

con(equences inevitably tends to efface the impreffion of our fuperiority 

{rum the minds of our Indian fubjeds. Such have been the invarial11e 

3 fcntiments 



fentiments of every officer of experience who has fer..:ed in India. To 

thefe we are able to add the opinion of our late refpeCbble Commander 

in Chief, exprdfed in the two general orders annexed,. an opiniun which 

appeals to have been frill more deeply impre1fed on his Lordlhip's mind, 

after having on fo many occafions witnc1fed and borne tefiimony to the 

e1fential and indifpenfable fen'ices of the Native troops during th<.' arduoui 

conteft which he had, at the period the Jaft order was iifued, concluded 

with fo much advantage to his country and glory to himfelf; yet as hl!\ 

Lordlhip roufi have been feniible, that, with the prefcnt complement of 

officers, this mofr judicious order could on very few occafions be com

plied with, it is evident that he could only mean to imprefs on the mind 

• " G. O . BY EARL CORNWALLIS, 81h May 1789. 

• , The Commander in CtlieC thinks it proper to d'ired:, that when a detachment of Native 

Infantry is fent out of the ftrength of fifty men or-upward, with a probability of ufing their 

ArmIlJ the charge thereof is to be committed to an European Officer." 

ee C. O. BY THE MARQ..UIS CO'RNWALLIS, 1.4thMaY93' 

" THE Commander in Chief having reafon to fuppofe, that the GeJ'leral Orders of the 

&C 8th of May 1789, "direCl-ingthat when a detad\IllCllt of Native Infantry is k.!1t out of 

., the firength of fifty men or upward, with a probability of ufing their Arms, the cbarge 

fC thereof is to be committed to an European Officer, "-have been deviated from In fome 

milanees, he thinks it proper to order, that Subaltern Offic::rs thall be fent on Com~ 

mand with all detachments of Native infantry exceeding In number half II Company,· 

whether (uch detachments be compofed of men of diffel'ent Companies or not. Com. 

manding Officers of Sepoy battalions are enjoined to pay firia attention to thiS regulation, 

and to carry it into immedi..tc cirea, by detaching European 06icc-rs to take the ;ommand 

Gf Polls,; .re tbere h.p~s to be detachrrn:nts 1)£ the a~ove firelJgth without tbem." 
\ 

.. Tim ty eig ... t rank and nJc. 
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of his fucreffors t~ neceffity of adhering to it in every infrance poffible., 

till the fervice coulJ b~ fup plied with the requifite additional number of 

officers from Europe. 

By reftoring to 1he Native Battalions the two pieces of ordnance, 

which were formerly attaohed to each, a great acquifition of reat 

flrcngth would be gained at an -inconfiderable ex·pcnfe. The -confi

dence repofed by the Sepoys in their cannon was carried to a pitch bor

dering on fupedhtion. They became objects of even religious venera

tion when they had leen them ccntributing to their victories, and ena

bling them to oppofe with effeB: the attacks of a veIY fuperior force. 

The Lafcars att.lC.hed to the guns were always choice men, feleCted with 

much care by the CommandilJg Officer, whofe credit and fucce[s de .. 

pended much on their freadine[s and !kill. The Grenadiers voluntarily 

trained themfclves to the management of fhe guns. The froutefr and 

.fineft cattle were procured to draw them, and kept under the Command_ 

ing Officer's eye. It is too well .known how much the want of Bul

locks and Gun Lafcars was felt dUTing the MO laft wars: yet no 

provifion has been made on the coaft againfi a fimilar exigency. 

In confequence of this deficiency, the movements of our armies 

have never 'kept pace with thofe of the enemy, whofe attention to 

this important article of military equipment has been affiduous .and 

unremlttll~g. During.the late war in Myfol'f't eJ/ery ferviceable bul_ 
• 

lock attached. to the army in Bengal was draughted and tranfpoJted 

~y fra, at a great expenfe, -to the coaft, and in confequence of this ha-

zardous 
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2:ftTduus, but necdT,uy, mC:lfr.:r.?, t! l' tlO0p~ un th.lt dlloll1Lmt:nt incapa

citated f10m a~livc OppuGtlL.l Jl) tLl: l\Cnt of an a~t.llk. "Verc tbe t\\O 

pieces of orJnanct>, with thclr hll:od, '> and L.1fcaI5 , again a.ttached, a 

Fefpectahlc train of artiik.lj' wC1~ld h~ ,It all tim:::!> In r('aJincf~ for fo

t.cign fcrvjce. The 1\,ltive troop~ \\ oulJ gain an incrc,lfe of fircngth 

and of confidence, \\hlCh 1'5 the foundatIOn of COUT.lge. At prefcnt, 

when gun:, Jrc required for icrvile withm our 0\\11 proVIllCCS (whi<.h 

occurs vcry frcquelltly) the delay that attends making an applIcatIOn to 

the BrigJde fbtion, anJ [wdmg them to the dc..t.lchc:d C0.rpS, i!l prod.uc

t-ivc of mJny ill cunitqucnccs. 

It has been fuggcficJ, that by forming the 1';,ltivc InCmtry at all tl"e . 
J'rdidencies into one gener.ll .umy, to be cmplQ)'cd indi[cmllmcHe1y at 

the dIfferent Settlements, thofe local attachmcnt~ :md conl't'Cliun& th,tt 

arc fuppofed to deter tht Scpoys from proceeding on fU1<.:ign {crvice, 

might In a great degree be overcome. It i" to be rcculldled, that by 

wcakening thofe ties, we {hall lofe a very {hong pledge of fccurity fur 

their fieadinefs and fidcllty to us. An army of unconneCl:cd ad ...... rl

wrers cannot be trufted in trying fitu:ltions, and in contdls of a doubt

ful iffue. The majority of the Natives in om {crvice at prefcnt are 

creditably connected, and no c1afs of mcn in the world morc attached 

to their rclations, not only by tics of affection, but by confi.dcratioll') of 

a religIOus and moral nature; the defcrtion of parcnt~ or rcl.1tivls, and 

leaving them to lJnguiili in poverty and diftrefs, being deemed i~ Hm

doftan a ~rime of the blackefr dye, dooming the agglcfTor to preflIlt 

infamy, and inevitably entailing futucc punifbment. Adverting to thi". 

the Government of Bengal, \\Ith equal humanity i\l1d polICY, durmg 

the ~ate war in the Camatick, provided, for their Scpo)'S on that fcrvicc, 

;a channel of remittance through their puhhc depal1mcnt.)f by gr:mtif1'\J 
2 hilI. 
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1)i11s on their colTedors in the vicinity of the place where the famifies of 

the men had their rclidence. During the penodical r.cliefs in Bl:ngdl, the 

applications made by the NJ.tive Oflicers and Sepoys for permiffion to vi

fit the places of their nativity arc (0 numerous, as iufficiently to evince the 

lively concern thc:fe men feel for the welElre and happinefs of their rela

twns: every OIlC, on thefe occafions, carrying with him the little purfe he

ha~ been ahle to accumulate frorn lllS P,ty: and it 15 obferved, that where 

thie; permJ!11011 11:> lIbclally granted, the corps is reroTted to by men of 

crcdJtat,/c (onneetions, whoi"t fteaJincfs and attachment to the ~-:rvice 

m;ty III c¥cry lituat'on be relIed on. The tent:ts of the Hll1doo.and Ma

hommcdm rellgion~ both cnjotnll1g mJTflagt at an eJrly period of li~e. 

cchbacy is confidc~cd ddgraceful. The charaClerifhc delKacy of eafiern. 

natlOllS ill aU that relates to th~l: women IS well known. The Sepoy 

leaving the female", 0f hi~ family a fuflicient provdion dUTing hIS ab

fence, masche!. chcerfuJIy, wlllle confident that the period of his (epata

ti~n from them will not exceed the duration of the f.ervice on which he 

is to be' employed. But were the Native of BengJl fuhjeCl to be tnmf .. 

ferred to the eftabliihments under_ the Preficlencies of Madr,as and Bom

bay, his inter.courfe with bus family mufi: necdfarily be interrupted for 

longer periods of time: the great difrance,. and the (frequently hoftile) 

countrie~ tlut intervcD.e, rendering the communication h.uardous and 

uncer.tain. 

1'ru;. uniol1i, therefore, of the Native Infantry under the different Pre

fidencies would tend to difcoUl:age the middle rank of people from enter

ing into our fervice, and we ihould thereby lofe that [eeurity which w~ 
now po1fefs for th: tranquillity of oor provinces during foreign wars .. 

and probably exchange an orderly, refpeaable body of men, for a band. 

Q£ lawlefs vagabonds. 

Another 
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Another very forcible objedion pre(ents itCelf to oppo(e the plan of 

[~nning the Native troops on th~~ffabIf{hments into one army. The 

people of Bengal, and of the northern provinces, of Hindollan differ 

widely from thofe of the Malabar and Coromandel coalls in language, 

local habits, and peculiar prejudices. The European Officer who had 

been attached during a feries of years to the Sepoy corps in Bengal, 

would, on his being removed to Madras or Bombay, find himfelf dt.fi

cient in that knowledge, to the acquifition of which the greatcll part of 

his life had been devoted. The interchange of officers between plc\ces 

fo diftant would be attended with a confiderable increafe of expenfe. The 

men, inftead of having officers whom, from long habits of intercourfc, 

they regard as their countrymen, wmlld be commanded by ftrallgers, 

with whom few of them would remain. The averfion of the Natives 

of Hindoftan from any atfociation with fo~eigners is well known; and 

it is to the confidence they repofe in their European officers that we are 

indebted for prevailing on thetn to proceed on difiant expeditions. This 

confidence has been acquired by affording them proteCtion and redrefs, 

waenever their religious rites have been inttrnJpted, or their prejudices 

treated with contempt. They find that their officers make themfelves 

acquainted with their language and peculiar habits, while from ftran. 

gers they are liable to fuffer as much from ignorance as they could from 

defign. The numerous volunteers that pre1fed forward to proceed to 

the coaft by fea during the late war, and the readinefs with which the 

Sepoys offered themfelves to embark for Sumatra, fufficiently prove, 

that the averfion from fea voyages is wearing away. To change the 

prelent fyfrem with the view of overcomin& this prejudice is unnecef
fary, and might prove injurious to the fervice. 

I &traBl 
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E~II aEl from GENERAL 'ORDERS ijJ'ued by EARL CORNWAlLIS, ~2d 
January, 1793' 

Par. 39th. The Commander in Chief congratulates the detlchment (Lieutenant-Co

lonel Cockerell's) on Its return to the Bengal Province!, and defires that before the repa
ratIOn of the corp~ wlllch compoCed It, Lieutenant-Colonel Cockerell WIll convey to 

them fcverally his hearty approbation of theIr conuua, upon the fervice on which tbey have 

been employed, wIth Co much glory to themCelvel>, and fo much benefit to the public. 

In the courft: of that Ccrvlcc, he had frequent occafions to commend their patience un
der fatigues and difficulties, and their gallantry in aaion: and he has now ,mly to add,. 

the adherence and fidelIty of the Native Officers and Soldiers, on a fen--ice fo C'xtenfive 

in its duratIOn, and fo diflant from the Prefidency to which they belong, will be a me

morable proof of the attachment of the Bengal Native SoldIery to the Britith Govern
ment in India, and wdl ever reflea the highefl credit on the European Officers, through 

"hofe jllfl: and conCIliatory treatment that detachment wa~ obtained and prcferved. 

40th. To the NatIve Offictrs and Sepoys compofing the Volunteer Battalions, :ll1d 
to the Volunteen dlfperfed throug~ the other corps of the detachment, the Commandtr 
in Chief defires that hl~ peculiar fatlsfacbon may be exprelTed for the alacrity with 

which they ofi(>red thcmfclve~ to jom the army, engaged in an arduous and remote 

war, by a conveyance fo mllch at variance with their feelings and inclinations. It IS a 
plcal1ng reflectIOn to hun, lhat during hIS command of the army, a fpirit has been thewn 

by the NatIve SoldIery of ["cnficlllg theu prejudIces to their duty, and of overcoming 
their n.lturaI reluctance, when the Il:.tt ... has occafion for thf'ir ft'rvlce~ :-and he trults that 

the example wlllch has been fet by the Volunteers of embarkiRg on board of {hip, a.l1d 

the rcports wlllch they Will fpread Jmongll: their felIow.foldiers, of the great care and at
tention bell:owed by Government, and Officers of thlPS, to rend ... r their fituation during the 

voyage as comfortable and commodiOUS as pollible, will completely rem6ve from the 
lllInds of the Native Soldiers in the fervlcc of the Company, that averaon to fe4 voyage! 

which III 1rmg prevailed among them • 

• pd. The c/,ndlla of Lleutenant.Colonel Cockerell in the field, of Major tt.u1J'alf, 
and other Stalf-Officer~ of the detachment, and of the Commanding -Officers oC corps: 

was on \.! dfcrent occafions noticed, and in terms of {trong appr~bation, 111 the' General 

Onlc's of the Army; and the Commander in Chief has great pleafore'in noW deehtriiJ-g1 

that Lieutenant-Colonel Cocketell, in the gl:neral cODlm~~ of the defach.~eph'~'!ll.
lllfdl.ctl fo unremitting an attentIOn to the care of the men under his charge, and to the 
important object of !:economy In public expenfes, as lO entitle him to the fuUeA ap

probation and th:lI1ks of Government; wMUl: the accounts received from every quartel 
of the orderly behaVIour of the Troops during their march to and from Madras, as well 

4 in 



[ ...... ] ." 
In our countries, as in thofc: ol our Friends and Allies, are unqueflionable proofs of difei

phne and regularity, which have been maintained m the detachment. 

43d. Notwithflanding the reluCl:ance the Commander m Clllef mufl: always feel in 
dlfpcnfing with the fl:andmg regulations of the fervlce, yet, In the bell-=f that many of 
the European Officers of the detachment, after fo long an abfcnce from the Prefidency, 

mufl: have private bufinefs to tranfaCl: in Calcli'tta, and that it wdl be extremely fatls

fying to the Natives, after a feparatlOn of fo many years from thl'ir f,llnJhe~, to be al
lowed to vlfit and remain fome time with them, he has been induced on {hofe accounts, 

as well as on confideration that their mcritorious fervices have a claim to more than 

ordmary indulgcncies, to recommend to Government, aad has obtained t}lclr f.tIlCtioll, 
to grant leave of abfence, Without the forfeiture of their batta, in the followwg m.lll

ncr: 

44th. Thc European Ofht'crs belonging to the B.lttalion~ which do not come to 

the Prefidency, are permitted, to thc extent of half In each BattallUn, to be abfent at 

one time, for the periods hereafter fixed, and after their return, the other half to be OIl. 

lowed the fame mdulgence. 

45 th • Officers belonging to Berhampore, 3 months. 

Danapore, 4 ditto. 

Chunar, 4! ditto. 

Cawnpore, 5 ditto. 
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SEC ,. ION YI. 

RAN K 0 F 0 F F ICE R S. 

" W E further requcfi that a rank more adequate to the fitlutlons anct 
" refponfibility of your military fcrvants be conferred. tince. till that 

" be obtained, the apparent equality between his Majefty·s and the 

" Company's officers is, and will cOlltinue, illufive and nugatory." 

It is prefumed that no doubt will be entertained of the expediency of 

granting rank to thofe officers in the India fervice, who by feniority hold 

fituations to which extenfive authority and confequent refponfibiJjty are 

anil!'xed. During the infancy of our India fettlements, while the ad .. 

vantages they yielded were derived folely from the profits of the trade, 

in the fmall military efiablithments which neceffity obliged the Com .. 

pany to maintain, a reduced fcale of rank was with propriety adopted J 

while the celerity of promotion, and the advantages annexed to the fu

perior gradauom, proved a recompenfe for this inferiority. A total 

revolution has fillce taken place in their fituation, while the original 

contrad:ed principle of their military fyficm remains unchanged. In .. 
• 

fiead of merchants holding, by a precarious tenure, a few acres of barren 

foil, we behold them fovcreigns of an extenfive territory, rich, popu .. 

Jous, and fertile, CJljoying the- higheft confideration for their wealth, 

ltrengtb, and re{ources, and cxercifing the influence' thefe gh'" them 

K ~a 
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over the lurrounolng nations. Their military officers, from proteflillg 

a petty faCtory, are become the leaders of numerous and confederat,d 

armies, and are entruftc;d with the coadLl~ ()f Important political tranf

c:CtlOllS. It muft be expected that men in every fituation will find their 

jufllevel. The prefent age is that of ratiocmation. I am entrufied 

with a charge comprizing various and important concerns, and fubjeCt,. 

confequently, 10 proportionate refponfibllity. SImilar itations, in all 

other fervices, are dignified by adequate rank and difrindlOn; my claim,. 

therefore, to there is juft and equitable. Judging from paft events, it 

~ppears, that where claims are accurately defined. and rights clearly un

derfiood, true wifdom is !hewn in acceding with chearfulnefs to the 

firft propofitions, which are ufually made with delIberation,. and con{o~ 

nant to equity. To deny or to procraftinate is only to lay the founda .. 

tion of difcontent and di(aifrCtion, to produce irritation and heat, which 

fcldom fail to cany men beyond theil' fira views and defigns~ To with

hold that which is d~e til] the demand be made, may be done without 

pofitive injufiice j but he who is refufed that to which he has an unde

niable title, wiU not always be iltisfied with mere jufiice, he will e~.;~ 

reparation. The (enior officers of the Indian army are, by their length 

of fervice, entitled to the highefi denominations of rank known to the 

Britifh Military Efiablifhment. They are entitled to the rank annexed 

to fimilar fituations in his Majcfly's army: whIle the importance oj 

their ftations. ~be exten6ve authority with which they are invefted, and 

the confequent lefponfibility annex;d, remder it expedient to animate 

their exertions, and to reward their ferv:ices with hOllO\l~blc diftinc
tions.. 

With a view to adapt thefe their j~fi: claims to local fituatiOlls and 
circumfiances, it j:; 1uggefted to promote the fix Colonels of .infantry 

on 
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on tbe Bengal cfla.blHhment to the tank of General Officers. 'the 
two {eniots fO: be put on the Staff, and to aCt as Revjewing Generals. 

The four jurliors to command (our European regiments, each of ten 
/. 

companies J wit~ a recruiting company in Europt. ~ 6-er-u_~ 

,/~6~~~7;~~~ 
Ine corps of Native Infantry to be formed into twelve brigades, each 

to con tift of three battalions, a body of men fufficiently numerous to 

fin the eye. and occupy the attention, whether engaged in adion. or 

perfonning their evolutions in the fehool of infiruCt:ion. The officer 

commanding each brigadt' to have his due rank of brigadjer, to move 

on all occafions with the corps he commands, and to ell-ablifh hi'S 

Head ~arters in the fituation mofi centrical to its pofition. Thi~ ar

rangement appears lefs liable to objection than that of potting briga

diers to Native Regiments of two, thrre, or fouf battalions, theif pro

per defignation being that of officers of infpeCtion and controlll, which, 

fhould they be appomted to command regiments, would invefi, in the 

fame perfoo, powecs, which, tu produce the end propofed, fhould be 
"'-1eparated. 

The claim for fupcrior rank being conferred on the officers rQm

tnanding Native Battalions is founded on the following cO.1fiderations: 

1 fi, That at prefent the officell holding this command has no higher rank 

than that'wbich js amexed to the command of a Company in his Ma

jelly's aImy, and confequcmtly, ill the courfe of fervice, may be com

manded by the latter, by which the fupcl'ior authority is inve11:ed in 
• 

him whofe charge is inferior. :z.d, That in his Maje11:y's army there are 
fl. 

two Field Officers effeCtive on the ftrength of each Regiment, in order 

to obviate the chance of its falling to the command of a junior officer, 

whofe experience has not qualIlied him for a charge of that magnitude. 

3 3d, That 
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3d., That the command of a Native Battalion is not attained in ler,than 

twenty-five years fervice, whereas at the period that redlM=ed rank was 

annexed to the command, it was ufuaIly attained in a moderate term of 

year!. In confequence of the augmentation of the Eafi: India Com-
\.' 

pany's forces, and confequent increafe of officer~ who all ,rife in ro-
• I 

tation, the cOllrfe of promotion has been retarded in fo great a degree, 

that it bears no proportion to the rife in his Majefty's army, and fub

jeCts the officers in command of Native Battalions to frequent fuperfef

fion from their juniors.· It is to be recollected that there is no analogy 

'* N. B. I n order to evince the accuracy of the f1:atements made by the officet's of the 
Bengal Army in their Petition to 'his Majef1:y, ana Addrefs to the Court of Direaors, 
the following table is annexed, fpecifying the intervals at whiob me diff'aent gradatjons 
of rank were attained at fucceffive periods of time in the lall: thirty years. 

Names and prefcnt Rink. , Cadet. Lieut. I Capt. r Battn. Major. 
I 

Lt. Col. ColDnel. 

-
Colonel H. Brifco 1763 1766 1769 I77S 1781 1788 
Lieut. Col. W. Duncan 1766-7 1774 1778-9 1781 1793 
CaptJin R. Groeh« '769 

"78 
1781 1794 -Captain W. B. Davii 1777. 1793 

Licut. T. Ibm fay 1784 1794 

From this ftatemcnt it appears, that Captain Grueber, the junior Captain in the Bcn
gal Army appointed to the command of a Native Battalion, had ferved upwards of 
twenty-five yealS in India, "hen he attained that command, which tJe-Ctm only continue 
to hold with the ranll of Captain. In the year 17'16, Ca,ptaiD (~hen Lietatenant) 
Grueber nood 111 from t'he command of a Battalion. In the fame year Captain (theD 

En{jgn) W. B. Davis {lood 3'40 On a calculation it -appears dlat Captain Davis will 
lIot arrive at the .command of a Battalion ill lefs thaD tWe.tIty.n.iae reM's (rom his enter
ing the fervice. The junior Lieutenant in the Bengal army, Lieutenant T. Ramfa], 

has beln in the fervice ten years, and had on me 111 of January, J 794, 47 S ~ce~, 
ktween him and the junior Captaia commanding a Battalion. Taking tbe refult of 
the abl)ve calculations &Ii a guide, Lieutenant Ralllfay mull: remain in the arlll')' thilty

tight years lonp befor~ he can attain by {eniority the command of a Native Battalign. 
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between -the relative duties of commandants of regiments in his Ma-

jefty's, and in the Eaft India Company~s armies. In the former, the 

command of a regiment is conferred as an honourable and lucrative re

ward for {ervices, and is fo far a finecure, that the General Officer hold

ing it is, by u1age, feldom prefent with hiB regiment m quarters, and i1:ill 

lefs frequently in the field: nor does he., when with it, afTumc the com

mand, having u{ual1y a {upenor one in the line. Bu.f: the -commandant 

.of a battalion is never feparated kom his corps, and lS, durmg a great 

part of the time he holds the command, detached in utuations where 

he is .independent Qf any fuperior mJ>litary authority on the {pot. and 

where his conduCt roufi be guidea by his own difcretion. The fiatlOu 

he fills, therefore, may be faid to comprize as well the fun(1-ions of .1 

General Officer, as thofe of am officer in the immedlate charge of a re

giment. 

With refped: to the dfe6t, which :conuderable promotions in the Na

tive Corps may have, as well as on the King's troops in India, as 00 

thofe officers who may remain in the Company's European corps, aftCiI --their transfer to his Majefiy's fervice, it is to he confidered, that the offi-

cers attached to the Native Infantry will frill continue to rife by fem

ority in rotation: th.eir courfe of promotion, therefGre, mull <:onftqutntly 

be flower than that.of afficers in the King's European army. As the 

..acce1IlOD of n.nk claimed by the Eafi India Company's officers i~ 

inferior to that which his Majeil:y's in fimilar itations enjoy, and frill 

fllQte Co, when their Icfped:ive length of fervice is compared~ the pro

"refs of promotiGn wild, notwithftanding, continue conlidecabII more 

.accelMHed ill his Majefty'8 anny, than in the Eaft India Company'l>. 

With regard to tholt officers who may remain in the Company's Euro

pean troops. after their transfer to the King's fervice: as the fcniors of 

L each 
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each denomination will have the Optioll of remaining in the Native
Corps, or of being transferred with the European, the gradations ~f 

rank which may hereafter be gamed or loft, Ccinnot juflly give umbrage 

to either. 

It has already been obfcrved, that the command of a Sepoy Battalion 

wa~ formerly .1tt.1lncd 111 a much lefs protracted courfe of fervlce than 

.It prefent: nor was It then .C as to the fdr greater number it mufi now 

be) the ultImate c1igibk fituation which the fervice afforded. Yet 

at prcfent no adv.mtage or fource of emolument (a partial 111ate 

of the furplus of off-reckonings excepted) is allowed to the officer 

holdmg thl~ command, though, prevIOus to attaining, it half a life and 

upwards muft be paffed in India in a fubaltcrn fiation. To the fitu.1-

tion of commandant of a Native Rlttalion, fhould be annexed thofe ad

vantages, which are cllfiomary in other armies, to which they are wdl 

entitled from their length of fervice, in an uncongenial climate, at the 

expenfe of the moft valuable enjoyments of life. Let, therefore, tIle 

allowances be made adequate to the fituation, to the period o(Ji~ 

paffed in the fervice before it is attamed, and to the importance of the 

charge. WIth the pay, &c. of a Field Officer, let him enjoy the ofF

reckonings of the corps as in the Bntiili army, and fuch an allowance 

as m'ly enable him to provide a competency for old age, and to retire 

from the ferviv>, before he becomes an ufeJefs and expenfive incum

brance to it. Let the Officers in command of CompanleSt with the rank 

and pay of Captains, exerclfe the authority and perform the duties of 

that r~nk, with the fjlme ref ponfibihty, as officer.s ,in fimilar fituations in 

European regiments. Till this be done, regulations and check~ wiH.. 

prove vam. Laws to be enforced muft be equitabl@. 

N.&. 
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N. B. By the propofed acceffion of rank, the rank of Major Ge

neral will be confined to officers of thirty-two years ilandmg. The ju

nior Colonel will be of twenty-eight years ilanding in the fervice. The 

junior Lieutenant Colonel of twenty-fix years. The jW1ior Major of 

twenty-three years. The fenior Captains of the fame, and the juniors~ 

of not lefs than fourteen. The fenior Lieutenants of the Llmc .. 
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SEC ~ ION PII. 

c: 

SUCCESSION OF OFFICERS. 

IF it be expeCl:ed that the European officers, attached to the Native 

troops, fhould continue as at prefent, confiantly prcfent with their corps, 

and affiduous in the performance of their refpeClive duties, all promo~ 

tions mull: be made, as hitherto, by fe~iority in rotation. This regu~ 

lation once laid afide, the door is opened to every fpeclcs of l11triglle 

and circumvention; while perpetual refort to the Capital and to Europe 

(w here preferP'lent w ill \V ith much more facility be attained than by a 

~torious difcharge of profeffional dude .. ) mull necdfJfiJy prove prc

judicial to the public fervice. In no army in the workl. is there a Luger 

proportion of officers prefent with their regiments, th.ln 111 that of the 

Eaft India Company. Nor is it to he overlooked, til.1t hy p.lHi11b 

through the feveral gradations of rank, men neceiT,mly gain a prJc:tICJI 

knowledge of tlleir profeffion j while the regular rife to fi tuat;ons of 

Jifiinction and emolument, by precluding the motives for fulJ(.'itatiun 

.and attendance on men in power, leaves the mind difengaged from fdf

interefted views, and undliturbed in its attcntiOl~.c profcffional duties. ,.. 
Moreover the effect, which this certainty will produce on the minds of 

tbofe, who are thrown into fituativns, wherein much muft be left to their 

.difcrerion and integrity, is fufficiently evident; nor. is it to be expected, 

M that 



that he, whofe advantages are cafual, and uncertain, a11d to whom tne 

()ccafion may never again recur, will, in general, ad with that degree of 

moderatIOn and forbearance, whKh are ufually -teen mone, whofe pro{

pe~1s of independence are well founded. 

The opportLlnities af1'6rded of 'adV,U\cirlg 1l1l!rit, and difrmgUlfhing 

gC11l11S, may be urged in fupport of the contrary fyJ1em. But, except 

in a few folwllJ mHancc~, what has merit been but a plea to for

warJ the fortuncs of tho[e, whom inclinatIOn prompts to {erve? nor 

'\\ ill the 111011: fcrupulous adherence to the rule of advancement by [e

niurity, l'rcc1uJe occafions of affording {cope for {upcIlor talents, and 

bdlowing on dc[crt Its due reward. Reafons, not Ids forClble,lre to be

urged againfl- granting pcrmdlion to dlfpofe of commlilions ill the Na

tive troops for money; a prac:t:tce whIch, by unhinging and unfcttlrng 

every man's mind and pro{pects in hfe, in confcquence of the perpe

tual fluctuation around him, WIll render him difcontented WIth hIS fitua

tion, and gcner::ttc a propcnfity to change, and a refilefbncis, that mufi: -
prove highly detriment.:tl to the publiC weIf lre. By fuch a practice, 

and the confequent frequent interch.:tnges and removals, that mutual 

confidence, which fubfifis between the Scpoys and their European, 

Qfficers, and which is the foul and firength of the corps, will be loft ;.. 

the men, alarmed and difgufied by the intrufion of firangers, will n09 

longer confider the fervice an eligible and deiirable fituation. 

The principal argument to be adduced againft invariable fucceffion' 

by feni~rity, is, that in numerous armies, the fucce.ffion of the officers. 

to the fuperior gradations of rank, is fo much retarded, as to be pro

tracted beyond the dUT:\tiun of that period of life, wherein the body and 

mind poffefs vigour for the complete exercife of their functions.; the 

higher. 
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I!igher ranks not being att.lincJ, till the conftitution IS impain.d, and 

tbe frame unequal to the f .. ltlgUCS and hardf11lps of aClive frrvice. To 

obviate this, InCOnvclllcnre, every itate has found It ex pcdlent to make 

a provdl0n for the veteran In the wan~ of life. Let fuch be provided 

for worn-out oilicers of the Indl .. ll1 army, fufficient to el1.lble e,l(:h to 

[upport, with credit, in hiS I!ativc country, the rank in lIfe \'lluch he 

nMy h,1V(: att.lll1ed. Let the conditIOns, under which it may be accepted, 

be ltbcr .. t1, idleJ.d of being loaded With fuch as render the prefent fund 

no rehef, the allow:mce bClI1g inadequate to the fuppI)' of the moJ1 mo

derate wants. 

\Ve do not hefitate, therefore, to recommend the continuance of pro

motion by fcn:onty 111 rotatIOn, rather th,1I1 by purchafe or {election, a~ 

""veIl in the fuccdIiol1 to rank, as to the command of ('orp~ and il:atIOI1S, 

as the befi {ecunty for the prefervation of that fuboru!Il:.1tlOI1 and regu

larity, on whiLh the permanency of the Bntifh foverugnty in Imlt.l, ll1 

fo great a degree ~pends. Let It be ever prdent to the mmd~ of tllOfc, 

~bo -may be entrufied with the arrangement of our [yitem of govern

ment in Afia, that opinion is the b3.!i~ on which The fabnc rcfis. 

From a change in the prefcnt mode of advancement by {cnwnt}, for 

that by favour or purchafe-jcaloufy, JiiTenfion, and dlfgu{l would 

be diffeminated amongfi the EUfOpeJn officers. The N,ltlves of India, 

though fubmiffive and obedient to the fieady hand of authonty, arc by 

nature inclined to levity, and confhtutionally intrIguing and fond of 

change. The feeds of contention and of circumventIOn OIlLe fown I 

would quickly {pread through the whole corps. 

By military men, fuperfeffion is not merely felt as an injury, but as 

Il reflection on their profcffional character, and is, therefore indelible. 

1 
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SEC 'I' ION rIll 

Of the TRANSFER of the EAST INDIA COMPANY'S ARMY 10 His 

MAJESTY'S SERVICE. 

To the reprefentations made by the Officers of the Bengal army of 

the hardiliips under which they 14bour, and their defpondent fituation, 

it may be objeCted, that in fuch circumfiances it appears extrao!'dmary, 

that his Majefiy's gracious offer of admiffion into his fervice was in fo 

few infiances accepted. In order to obviate mifconception, the princi-
• 

pal caufes, whieh operated to dlfcourage thelr acceptance of that offer, 

arc here detailed. 

In the firfi place, the terms on which the EaR: India Company's Of
ficers would be transferred to the King's army were not explicitly made 

known. The only condItion they were acquain~ed with was that which 

to the Company's Officers appeared not only mjurious, but degrading 

an~ infulting; viz. that though their army r . .mk 10 his Majefiy's fer. 

vice (which hnd been refl-rided from preceding tht: 15th of June, J 783) 

ihould be fenior to that of hi& Majefiy's Officers in the four reglmenu, 

yet that their regimental rank tbould be jUnior to that of all the King's 

Officers of the fame denommations. It will be f.ud, that thIS .is an 

invariable rule in his Majefiy's army, To whIch It may be replied, that 

had the Rroyal Regi.mcnts been old corps, or had the Company's Of

bcers been in a liwatioD, to have made their election, at ,the time when the 

N Kmg's 
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Kingt. Officers were appointed, and had negleded the occanon. the con

dition would have been equitable and merited; but they being in India t 

.and thofe corps raifed in Europe, they could not accept a fituation, the 

offer of which had not yet been made to them, and thus fufter.ed by a 

phyucal impoffibil~ty. 

Secondly, From [uch unpropitious appearances doubts arofe, whe

ther the Company's Officers, who accepted commiffions in one of the 

four regiment~, dcflmed to be permanently fiationed in India, would 

enjoy the priv11ege of purchafing, or exchanging with officers, of the re

giments on the Britifh dlabldhment, in Europe: and it was reported., 

that, on an inquiry b~ing made at head-quarters, the reply given was jn 

the negative. 

• 
Thirdiy, The Company's Officers entered his Majeay~s army, under 

the difadvantage of being fubjeCl: to pay the full price of the ne~t com· 

mimon they wight have an opportumty of purchafing, Without h('in~ 

pecmitted to difpofe of that ~vhich they had received. Few, thecefare -found themfelves if) a fituation to encourage their hopes of advancement, 

by ,tht remoYal; and the greater number adhered to the army, in which 

thelr beft years had been paffed, in preference to one in wh~h they 

were lI,lI!rnown, and confequently could not look for promotion from 

favour, or the oc(afion of fpeedt1y gaining rank by meritorious fer. 

VIces .. 

That the apprehenflOns entertained were not irrational, has finee ap

peared in the only inftance where a reference has been made.; when ~ 

was decided, by the authority of the Minifter at War, that the anny 
rank ef the Com»any's Officers who accepted commiiflOm in bis Ma-

jeily's 
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jefiy's fervicc was confined to India only, and that on their removal to 

Europe, it fhould be dated only from the period of their accepting his 

Majefiy's commiifions, inficad of the period at which it was fixed by 

his Majefiy's Mmificrs, in concert" ith a Committee of the Eaft India 

Company's Offi(crs. in the year I 78S j to whil.h the [mClion of the 

Royal word was given. 

The Britifh Government will, in its wifdom, decide .on the pro

priety of transferring the army in India to his Majdly's fervice; nor 

have the Officers prcfumed to deliver their fcntirnents on a meafure in

volving conlidcratiQns of politicl} expediency J but as the mode in 

which the transfer 1hall be effected, and the prine! pIes un which the 

confequent arrangements ihaII he made, will be deciGve of their future 

welfare and character in lIfe, they cannot be deemed prcfumptuous in 

~cI.lfing their prefent fituation, and the refult of the c.xpcc.ted ch.mge. 

, The length of fervice of the fenior Officers of the Bengal army, and 

th~efs of promotion, have been clearly and accurately 

"nat&ePin theiT Pctltio~ to his Majdly, and Addrefs to the Court of Di .. 

rtClors. Thefe fiatements have bc.cn fubftantiated by arithmetical caIcub.

tions in the foregoing pages . .on the refult of thofe .calculations, they tru.ft 

they may urge the expediency of c.onferring on them rank more ade. 

quate to thei.r length of fervice, and to their refpeCtivc military fhtions ; 

a meafure indirpen{pble to the efficiency of the Officers on the EflablWl

mcnt, and conlCquently to the mamten.U1ce of the national po1Tefiions in 

India. It only remains to dlfplay the rumous confequcnct~ of ,I transfer 

of dw Company'f, corps of European, or Native Inf,mtry, to theoKing's 

feIVice. -prevloUb to the organiza.tion .of them w jth the <. orrdi1onding army 

of the Brulfh Military Eftabh1hmcnt. 
COM-



COMPAllATIVE ST ATEMtNT oj the R.ELATIVE PROPORTIONS 0/ the 
, c 

feveral RANKS in his MAJESTY'S Regiments of Infantry in India 

and the EAST INDIA COMPANY'S Corps if Infantry. 

rroportion of different ranks in his Majefiis regiments in India, in

cluding the recruiting company: 

Subalterns, 

Captains. 

Subalterns., 

No. 31- to 

3 to 

Total of fubordinate ranks 

IO} to 

13i to 

I Captain. 

I Field Officer. 

1 Field Officer. 

I Field Officer. 

Proportion of the different ranks in the Bengal Infantry on the pre-

rent eftablifhment : 

Subalterns, - No. 51 to I Captain. 

Captains, 31 to I Field Officer. 

Subalterns, 18! to I Field Officer .. 

Total of fubordinates ~Il to 1 Fiela officer. 

Rcfult of the transfer of the European Infantry on its prefent efra.

bliihment to the corps of Native Infantry after the feparation ~ 

Subalterns, No. 9~ to I Captain. 

Captains, 3 to I Field Officer~ 

SubaJtern~' • 28 to I Field Officer 0-

Total of fubordinates, .. 31 to I Field officer. 

Defl:r~ing the chances of fubaltern promotion to the rank of Captain in 

the proportio~ of 44 to I, and to the rank o£ Field Officer jn the pro

portion of I 3 to I. 

Contonant, 
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ConfOllant, therefore, to the principles of jullice, an~ to conJidera

~~ of prudCJ:lt.ial pqli<:~ .no transfer of the whole, or any part, of th~ 

E:aft India (;ompany's fQrces to his Majefty's fervice can be eH'cdcd, 

previous to the e~ualization of the two corps, in regard to the numbers, 

and rank of their Officer'. The Officers of his Majefry's army, after 

the equalization, to have :l fair proportion of all proftlotiom. refultlllg 

from the union, on the ground of the relative number of the King's Of

ficers to be permanently ftationed in India, to all the Officers of the 

Company's three Prefidencies, who ihall be tTansferred. The only 

object to which the Offi('er in the Eaft India Company's army can 

look with any degree of certamty. as a compenfation for a long fepa

Jation froll}. his country, and from thofe conn~Xloni which give llfe its 

value. and as a provifion for old age, i$' the acquifitioll of advantages 

annexed .to the fenior ftations in the fervice. But in the event of a tran{-. . 
fer, that certainly is loft,.. by. the intr.oduchon of his Majelly'b general 

and field officers, who w ill enjoy a thare, (and from bemg more 11U .. 

me16m~ part of the fuperior commands. The Officer in 

~a ~ll thus facrifice the object, to the acquifition of which his hfe 

has been devoted, and to which, by the conditions on which he en

tered the Eaft India Company's {ervice, he has an undoubted tltk. all 
the {olid principles of fair and equal juftice, therefore, he claims, on 

being transferred to the King's {ervice, that gradation of rank to which 

he finds hin}.felf entitled on ·mode11ing the Eolfl India Company's army 

by the fame fcale which regulates the King's; viz. Colonels command

ing ~tionst that of General Officer-Lieutenant Colonel& command • 

. ing brigades, that of Major General-Captains commandmg regim.nts, 

that of CQlone1-and Lieutenants ,ommanding companies, that of Cap. 

tain. The ' Offieen, who 1hall be transferred, to have the fame privIle~es 

aod immunit1esas are enjoyed b.y Officers, originally In hl~Majefiy's army, 
o and 
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and to enjoy thefe, as wel1ln Europe, as in Afia.' The ldtgtb of fervice 

of the Eaft India Company's Officers, and the contiderationJ that thj .. 

fervice has been performed.in India, confer a fair claim to the tint pro

motions refulti~g from -a transfer to ·his Majefiy"'s aqny. on their part 

unfolicrted. 'The :11mitation voluntarily propofed by the Eaft ;India 

Company's Officers, requiring a fervice of fifteen years and upwards, 

as a qualification for the rank of Field GfIicer, and of twelve years for 

that of Captain, muft effeCtually prevent their acquiring any undue ac

ceffion of rank, ovor the Officers -of his Majefiy's troo'ps~ 

1:n the event of a transfer of -the whdle of fhe Company"'s forces, Eu
ropean and Native, to his 'Majeil:y's fervice, the Indian efrablUhment 

to be totaUy feparated from the Bntilh, and the vacancies, for Officers 

in the former, to be fupp1i~d 'by cadets from Europe, of a 11mited age. 

Adverting .to the mode in which the different gradations of rank are at

tained in the King's army. and -the canfequent frequent removals, a,nJ.. 

perpetual fluctuation of Officers 'between 1ndia and &':l:~1S -an in
conteftable truth, that no interchange -between 'Officers of the Br~fh ai1ct 
Indian armies can take place, without deil:ruCl:ion to the eftabliiliment 

of Native Infantry: a -corps whofe value and efficiency depend on the 

mutual knowledge, and confidence repofed by the men in their Euro

pean Officers, whom, from long habits of intercourfe, they regard as 

naturalized to the" country, and whofe conciliatory treatment, and good 

faith towards them, have achieved -a con'llilefi over the rooted preju

dices of a people, diftinguitbed, above ail others, for a tenacious adhe. 

r~n~ to the cuiloms of their forefathers, and for an averfion {.rom the' 

illtercourfe of 1hangers, aod an abhorrence of every fpecJes of innovatioR 

.. --who can only be rendered efficient as a corps, by making their pecu
~iar tenets, ~heif partialities ;md antipathies, the infuumenta.of it5 me-

.cltani fin a 
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&'anlrm l '\VniCb~ to De brought ilttO .operation, muft be clearly under
Rood, ..and tduched with .a cautious haRd.; fince an error, whether prO'

ceeding from ~norance or defign, would .de'prive the flate of the indif. 

pen fable lervices .of a ,peop1e, whofe acute feelings and capricious tempec 

require a rule uniformly ftea4y, but tempered with mildncfs, and mol

lified by liberal toleration. 

The transfer of the Eafl: India COl11pany"s ArmieSlo the King's fervice, 
and the . .confequent introduction of his Majefiy's .()fficers, wiU prove 

molt: prejudical toothe forme~ by eJOCluding them from thofc honouf

able fituations, which, at the period they deyoted their (rrvices to t~ 

Eaft India Company" were the fair and avowed objeCts.of their expec .. 

tation, as a reward far a long ,and faithful difcharge of their duty. 

And, however ready they may be to facritioe private advantage to public 

expediency, yet .they could not fubmit to a degradation, which they 
"ruft would be as unmerited, as it would be intolerable, to men of ho

nou~-ore-fifi~d devoted to a. profeffion whofe fidl: 'principle is the 

sD'aintcMIlce of charaaer.. J 
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SEC cr ION IX. 

OFF U R LOU G H. 

T HIS application is fo firongly fupported by every confidelatioh of 
good policy and humanity, that, like a felf-evident propofition, it mun 

be obfcured by argument . Yet it will excite furprize to know, that 

the privilege of revifiting their native couI\try is frill to be follcited as 

an indulgence by the officers of the Eaf\: India Companfs army. 

y. our'~r ~~n..,.~figned for the India fervice ufually embark for that 
coontry., at an early period of lIfe, before the h~bit is fixed, and while 

the confiitution readily adapts itfelf to the temperature of the climate. 

This prathce is, doubtlefs, judicious i but let it not be overlooked that 

this phancy of the habit implies wcakncfs, and that the confl:i'tution is 

frequently impaired, before that period of lIfe when the human frame 

acquires the vigour of manhood. Thus many who have rcccivc;d a 

fhock on their firfr arrival in Afia, linger on a lIfe or long dlfeafc, mi

{crable, and ufelefs to their country. The hope of renovation IS vd.in, 

. for the northern region!> of India are {hut againil: Eurupeans. Even 

thofe who efcape a violent attack, and whofe vigour of hOI!y with. 

frands, fot".a time, the enervating influence of· a tropical climate, be

come, after a {cries of years and unavoidable expo[ure, in a certain 

<degree, enfeebled. Every confideration, therefore, urges the expedi-

p eney 
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cmcy of granting to men, w hofe profeffional duties require a more

than common {hare of bodily vigour, the mC3.ns of renovating that 

health, without which their talents are ufelefs. 

Let us, for a moment, anticipa.te the confequences that mufi natt1rally 

rcfult from the fyilt.m at plefent purfued, of obliging the offi~cn_ in 

India to rdlgn the Company's fervlce, and f..lCnficc theH only provi

iIon, whenc:vcr 111 health, or the urgency of their pnv.Hc affairS, render 

it expedIent they l1u.mld rcvIllt Europe. It is a n,ltural confequence 

that men, thus ellt off for ever from thCH nearefi conneellons, and 

condemned to pel petual eXIle, fhould not only lofe all warmth of 

attachment to their l1atJve country, but refentmcnt ill generated agamfi 

the Parent St.HC, wlllch {huts her g.ltcs agamfi thofe \\ ho have devoted . ~ 

their bcfi years to hel iervlce. This alienation of the affeCtions may, 

for a time, induce inertnefs and ap,lthy, but the human mind, ever 

aCtive in its fearch of happinefs, is conflantly intent on the qrWk-u11 ---that may prefcnt itfelf of melioratmg a fituation, from which t~ere i~ 

no retreat. The prefent condition of .the Eafi: India officen. mua be 

improved by any change. The golden utua\ion& of moil of their
countrymen in the civil line are ever before the eyes, nor is It poffihle 

to forbear co~trafring them with their own, and recalling to mind the 

period at '" hich they both commenced, on equal terms, d1e career of 

life. Let an object be likewife prefented to the mihtary man', of fuf. 

ficicnt magnitude to fix his attention, and cheriili 'hope; that his imagi-

natioll may no longer indulge itfelf in fcenes of ideal devation, and 

dwell on the facilIty with which every gratification, that wealth or 

power can fupply, might be obtained. We have fcen dependencies, 

which, compareq wIth our Indian pofi"effions, were fituated l withm 

the grafp of authority, firft alienated, and then loft f01' ever. Here 

L the. 
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tile mofr timid could not hefitate. The attachment of the Britifh offi-, 
eers to their native country is the tie by which alone her Afiatic domi

nions can be retained. To reftore this attachment, it is requifite that 

a moderate competency Le placed within the reach of every man, be

f'Ore the power of enjoying it is gone. Let it be fecurcd to the ve

teran in his native country. The courfe of promotion wIll again move 

()n. We !hal] no longer behold, in fituations requiring energy and 

exertion, men debihtatcd by age and infirmities: whIle the vigorous and 

active are doomed to drag (mt life In fubaltern ftations. As a tempo

rary relief to thofe, whom III health or private confiderations m,lY call 

to Europe, let the furlough of three years be renewed. Excluuve of 

the confideration that health will be reftored, new ties of affecl1011 

will be formed, and hope kept alive in eveT¥ breafi. The number per

mitted to be abfent at one time fhould be at the difcretiun of the Comman

der in Chief, accord ing to the exigencies of the fervicc. Thefe fhould all 

receive thc~.· :!':'lJlpJ pay, and havt. their paffage provided at a. moderate 

charge, .or the regulation would prove ufele1s. The extra allowances in 

India, though apparently large, are found not mGre than adequate to nt;

Ci:effary expenditure, while in a fubaltern fituatlOn, wlthin our own pro

vinces---and, dunng the two lail wars, proved unequal to the unavoid

able expenfes iru'lLrred by every officer of the inferior ranks. 
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SECTION x. 

o F D 0 U B L E BAT T A. 

T HAT the Double B.ltta, occafionally received by a part of the army 

under the Bengal Prefidency, while on foreign iervice, 1l1Ouid have ex

CIted jealoufy, and frequently become a theme for animadverfion, doe~ 

not create afionifhment. Parti,ll difiintboIls, however trIfling amI in

confiderablc, will always be contemplated with an invidIOus eye; nor 

can it be expcC:ed that the inquIry into the confideratlOm for which . 
they were originally granted wiII, in general, be made at all, or, if 
made, that the inve1bgation will be purfucd with that degw> of tcm

l)er, which is dTential to an impartiJ.I and difintcreHcd d<:cIfion on thl:lr 

reafonablene[s and equity. There ilre cafes, \\here we mJ.Y prove, but 

will never convince. 

-Should it ever become a fubjeCt of contemplation with the Eafr In-: 

tiia Company, to wlthhold that allowance from their olTiccrs, wh!le on 

foreign fervice, it is tru.fled that, previous to their adopting a meafure 

which, in its confequenccs, may convulfe their empire in Ana, they 

will confult the records of that penod, when it was withdrawn from 

the Bengal army, \\Ihile {erving \-vuhin our own pro\~inces, and f"irly 

.!t examme 
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examine the effect, by Rating the profit and 10fs that has been the refult 

of the mea[ure. Before that reduction, neither quarters, or houfe-' 
rent, in lieu of them; neither gratuity, boat and tent allowance, fweepers, 

water-carriers, nor any other contingency whatever, was admitted, or 

even demanded. The Double Batta fiood in lieu of every allowance; 

nor were there then required a milJt,lfY Auditor General and Deputy, 

bdides Pay-mafiers, Deputy P,ly-mafiers, an.i Accountants, e,lch ''lith 

a numerous and expenfi\Te efiablilJ1mCl1t, aud with a large contin

gent allowance for office charges, amountmg, in the aggregate, to a 

fum that "vould lIave provided a fund in perpetUIty, adequate to the 

battJ. of tWice the number of officers now on th(; dhbldhment. Sut:h 

has been the produce of a retrenchment that was made at the riik of 

lofing our AfiJ.tic dominions, and which, but for a nice fenfe of ho

nour in the men who were -deprived of it, would have left our pro

vinces not only defencckfs, and at the mercy of every invader, but 

would have expofed our richefi and mofi populous cities to the ra

vages of an unbndled foldiery.* 

The only part of the Bengal army that receives this allowance, at 

pfcfent, is the detachment fiationed in the Vizier's provinces, where 

neither quarters nor houfe-rent arc allowed, where the climate is fo in

temperatc as to rc,-!uire an habitation not merely adapted to afford !hel

ter, but confhuCled at a confiderable extra charge, in order to guard 

againft the extreme feverity of the weather. As a proof of this, a 

• The offi£ers failed of {uecers, by a confcientious difcharge of their profeffional dutr~ 
in not atlmittmg the private foldiers to a knowledge, or participation of the meafures they 
had taken to fecurc the batta, though fohcited by the latter to accept of their fupport~ as 

foon as It was known that Government had refolved to perfift in enforcing their refolu
lion to depnve them 'Of that allowance; and by continuing to ferve (though withgut ac
ceptmg pay) till officers could be procured to fupp!y their places. 

confiderable 
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~ontiderable expence is annually incurred by Government, on account 

of the private foldiers, for the fame purpofes; which has, iii in forne 

degree, checked th~ mortality that formerly prevailed at the field fia

tion. A furthtr confideration for making this extra allowance is the 

great additional expenct:: incurred in the purchafe of every Europe 

article, in confequcnce of the incrcafed price, accrumg from the rifk 

and charge of a water carriage of 1500 miJcs (that bemg tht' dif

tance, by the courre of the river, of the ncarefi: fiation where double 

batta is drawn) fiom the Prefidency. In addltion to thiS, the pre

fent impoverifhcd flate of the t Vizier's dominions, ha!:. been the oc

calion of an enormous incrcafe in the coil: of every article of durneftic 

<:economy, and neceffary of hfe. The wages of [ervants are Ilcccffa

rily incrcafcd, an unavoidable and heavy fouree of expenditure to 

officers of Native Corps, who form ~ proportion of three to OOf', 

and who, being at all times hc.lble to be ordcled out with detach. 

ments at the fhortcfi notice, muft always be prepared to move, and 

.. The 1ail hot {earon at Cawnpoor was {o revere, as to C:lrry off, in the [pace of three 

months, 60 out of 400 Europeans. In the year 1784 a much greater number peTilhed, 

from the falDe caufe, w1IJch lDuuced Colonel Ironijue, who then comhlanued,. to erder 

Tatties to be provided for the pri"atcs, and they have been furnlfhed by GovcrnrMl')t ever 

fincc ....... Tattzes are frames of wood, ID which the roots of a polrtlcular fpeclcs of gr.11ii 

are mdored, and being kept conunually mOla, arc placed at C;Vl:ry .nenue where lur finds 

accefs: the wind thus deprived of its exccffive heat, is rendered tolerable. 

tIn ordrr to obviate mlfconception, and to perform an aCl. of juilice to the ""I room of 

that Adminiilration which has beHowed happincfs on mil/10m, it I~ proper to remark, 

that the pref'ent deferted fiate of the NawwJb VIZier's country IS not more to b~ attributed 

to the remiffnefs, irnbecillity, and corruption of its own Government, than to the ad

vantages which are enjoyed by every cIafs of natives in the Brltllh tCTfltories, from rhe 

due and impartial admimftration of juftice, and the fecunty there afforded to pedon! and 

property, which is. ftill unknown m thofe regiom fubleaed to the defpoufm and oppref

lion of the Vizier's Minifters. 

I Ire, 



[ 64 J 

arc, on that account, oblIged to maintain additional fervants, and tQ 

be provided wlth evrlyarticle of baggage requifite for a campaign, I 

together , .. lth tilt: CJ.ttk neceffary for conveying them, infieaa of bcmg 

able to adopt tllC reconomic.tl plan of a general mefs, as is ufual in hii 

1vlajdl:y''i regiments-European corps being rarely caBed out in times 

of pe.tee, in confequcncc of their fuffcring fo much from expo[ure to 

the dim.He. 

That part of the B:::ngal army v\- hich receives double batta, is the dc

tachm.:nt {btioncd in the VizIer's dommwns. The necdlity for grant

ing tlm allov,,'ancc to the oflicers wlllIe III thofe remote provmces, is 

fuflicIcntly eVldent: It only rem,tlllS to fiate the .tggn:g.l.tc amount of 

the extra bJ.tta, and to compare the proportlOn.ttc hllllS received by the 

rcf}lCcbvc rJ.nks, with the .dl?\\am.es made to hiS Majefiy's officers, 

extrJ. to thofe made by the Eail:: India Company to their officers on the 

Benga.l dlabldhmcnt. 

By the aIIowance of double full battl made to a part of their Zl.rmy 

lInder the Bengal Prefidency, the Company, or rather the VizIer, in

curs the: extra expenee of Sonat rup. 8943, or l. .97.7 2S. zd. per men

iLm; a fum that, when com rafted wllh the en{,fmous charges incurred 

by the Compdny for the original con£tructiol1, and fubfequent repairs of 

the cantonments at Berhampoor and Dinapoor, will prove to convic

tion, that the aggregate expen~e of the two field Rations has been much 

,exceeded by tlMt of the cantonments withm the provinces, where 

,half batla only is allowed. In truth, it is a well-efiablifhed fact, and 

it will be attciled by every officer on the efiabliihment, that this allow

ance is not more than adequate. to the provifion of quarters, and to the 
)Jnavoidable inueafe of expenee incurred. 

The 
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The only foundation, then, that remains, on which to rell: an argu. 

ment for withdrawing this allowance, is the jealoufy it ha~ been fouad to 

.exclte in fituatlons where his Majc1l:y's and the Company's troops, un

der two dtffere.nt Prefidencies, hJ.ve been occafionaUy ferving together. 

In order to determine how far the Bengal troops may be jufily ronh

dered as a corps favoured by partIal ddlindions, it will be nccdhry, 

after havmg flated the real amount received Ly a part of the ofllcers of 

that efrablifhment, under the dcnomination of doubk batta, to inquire 

whether any, and what equivalcnt, is enjoyed by ofliccrs fcrving under 

we other Prefidencies, to contraft the lituatlOns m "hlCh they are rc

fpeCtive1y placed, and the expcnccs to which they are each liable, in 

the courfe of their profeflional duties, fince It is an efiabhthed aXIOm, 

in political reconomy, that the price of labour, or, in other word~. 

the confideration that is made for fcrvic.es of every kind, mua ever be 

)'cgulatcd more by fituation and circumftances. th'1l1 by the quantity. 

or quality, of the fcrvice performed. 

l{is Majefiy's officers draw every allowance of pay, batta, &c. whlCl, 

is made to the Company's officers under the {,tme Pr{'fidcnc~th 

them, and take their tour at the field fiation in roiler \\1th the Com

pany's European battalions.. 

The colonels ot his M'ljefiy's regiments {ht!O!1cd in India enjoy an 

handfolTIt annuity of nearly 20001. from their corps, while In the E.lil: 

India Company's army in Bengal, the allowances m Hie to ofJiccrs 

commanding regiments, when contrafied with the expcnee of living ill 

India, are very- inadequate to their fiation, in confequence of the 

Curplus of the off-reckonings of thofe corps being partially dlfhi-

R butcd, 
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buted,. and the commandants of regiments thereby deprived of a fair 

and .equitable pcrquifite, fanClioned by mih'ary ufagr. 

The C.lpt.llI1S of hi~ M.1je{ly's army draw each 561. IDS. per annum, 

feli non-dTcctlves. Tholl: in the Company'~ have no allowance of 

tIllS kmd. 

The Capt.llns in his M.lje{ly's army, while in India, draw 7s. per 

day fllbfiflcncc, and 3s. 6J. is pai3 them in Europe, called arrears, 

maklllg, in all, 151. ISS. per menfem. The Company's capta;ns 

draw 120 Sunat rupees, equal to ficca rupees, I 14 : 9: I, whIch, at 

the exchange the Kmg's officers receive their pay-vIz. 2S. sd. per 

:UCl.a rupee, IS 131. I 5s. 6d. making a difference of 21. os. 6d. per month 

in f,lVour of his Majefiy's c<liJtains, and the mfenor ranks in pro

IJortion. 

The Eafi India Company profeCs to pay their troops at the Came rate 

as his Majcfiy's ,ue paid; a captain. therefore, ought to receive "lOS. 

pcr~-but he, in reality, receives four Sonat rupees, equal to 2S. 2d. 

each, making 8s. 8d. His M2I.jefiy's officers 10Ce a fmaller propor

tion, in confcquence of rcceivmg theIr King's pay artd arrears in ficrling 

money.-Thc Guvernor-General, Members of Council, and Judges,. 

'if< A lolrge proportion of the furplus of off-reckonings has, of late years, been taken-. 
from the olncers, by prefcripllOn and uf.lge entitled to that allowance, to make an addu IOn 

to the Incomes of Lu:uten.mt-Coloncls Commandants, Majors, and Adjutants, of Eu

ropean b:1ttlllOnti. The proprtety of rendering thefe laborious and important fituations 
lucrative, IS not here conteHed i but how far it is confonant to equity, to make them fo. 
at the expl:nce of theIr brother officers. Should it be deemed expedIent to Increafe the pat, 

uf his Majefiy's field and llaff' officers, would it be deemed equitable to reqUIte of the 
Commandants of regml~l1ts to make good tbi& increafe? 

prudently. 



prudently receive their falaries in Engliih money, or an amount equi

~alent to it. 

The field officers of his MajeO:y's regiments, on the coaft, have, 

fince the year I7H3, fhared in" gratuity fund, from whlch the Com

pany's officers, of fimdar rank, have been excluded .. 

Lieut. Colonel's {hare, per men. 
Major's dJtto _ 

Or, fterling-

Lieut. Colonel's fhare, per ann. 

Major's ditto 
-

Pag. Fan. 

83 14· 
41 28 

c. s. 

399 18 

199 19 

This fund is 111ared not ont, by field officers, but by captains ill 
command of his MajeO:y's regitllcntS. On an applIcatIOn bemg made 

by a c;:aptain in command of one of the Company's European batta

lions, for the !hare he was entitled to during the penod of his com

mand, It was refufcd. 

The off-reckonings of £cld officers on the coafi are fixed at 600 pa

godas per month, Oir current rupees, ":400. Thofe on the Bengal efta

bliiliment, (Lieut. Colonels and Majors of European batt.llions ex

cepted) recene only 1000. 

Captains commanding Native Corps on the coaft receive 500 pago

das, or 2000 current rupees, per ann. oft-reckonings. In confequence 

of the partial appropnation of thl~ allowance in Ben&'ll, the fhares of 

captains of Native Corps feldom exceed 1500 rupees. 

3 
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If to the above be added the various contingencies of Peon money. 
occafional allow,lnccS for fitting courts martial, together with thofe< 

made for hor(es, candles, frationary, &c. whlch are enjoyed equally 

by the llaff of his Majefiy's and the Company's troops, under the 

Madras Prefidency, and which are unknown to the arm y in Bengal. 

the aggregate cxpcnce incurred by .the Company will be found t:.> faU 

little, if at (lIl, fhort of the fum recelwd by a part of the troops in Ben

£,11, under tl1e uenomin,ltlOl1 of double b,ttta, with this convenience, on 

the fide of the latter, that, being a rcgul.tr allowance, to be drnvn only 

within certain limits, its amount IS fixed j nor are the officers of Go

'vcrnment fubjec1ed to lofe their time 111 the invefiig,\tlOn of vexatious 

and irregular demands. as mull necdfarily be the cafe when there arc 

numerous contingencies. 

\Vith rci'i?ett to the Bengal troops occafionally ferving on the coafl::, 

the European officers mufi: necefianly be fubjeCl:ed to a great increafe of 

expencc, incurred on a march of [orne thoufand miles, with cattle, bag

gage, and [crvants, the bfi of whom never £.111 to enhance thcir demands 

in ftItJportlOn to the dlfiancc they travel from ho~e, the increafcd price 

of provifions, and the dangers and h.udfhil1s to which they are 

habIe .. 

When to thefe fuperior advantJ.ges enjoyed by l1is l\1ajdry's Officers, 

is added the conVCl11ence of exemption from monthly mufiers, and con

fequEpt privilege of being abfent either on bufinefs or pleafure, without 

incurring 10[s, as in the Cornpany»5 fcrvice ; together WIth the indul

gence of viiiting their native country, when motives of convenience or 

interefr call them to Eurupe, without forfeiting their paYi while. the 

£:ompany 's Offi~er cannot obtain his paifJge-money, but whcn llck-

ncis 



fiefs compels his departure, and, even then, fubjed: to a conditional 

IIttefiation on oath of his poverty, wah totallofs of pay while abfen~ : 

on a comparative fiatement, we might be warranted in f.lying, that 

his Mdjefry':' Officers enjoy advantages incident to the two {ervIn's, 

with an exemption from the inconveniencies, and local difildvant~geSt 

fufiained by their countrymen in the Company's army. 

Should the jufiice of granting allowances, adequate: to the una"oid

able expenditure of tho[e, whofe hves arc devoted to theIr (ol1tllry's 

fervice) in an uncongcni.d dimate, be ever difputeJ, the folIowing con

fideratlons wIll, at lcafi, evince It'> politlCal c}.pedlency. The revenues 

of thofe terri tones, acquired by the g<lllal1try of the arnllc!' 111 Indi'l, 

after defraying every incident charge, kave, m time of peace, a fmplus 

of nearly two millions fierlmg. Of this.the Company can invei1, in 

the produce and manufaCtures of their provinces, litdt: more than one 

millIon fierlmg for the European market. The remamder, if IOLked 

up in the trcafury, or tent home in f peCIc, muit gradually impovcrif}J, 

and ulttmately ruin a country, where neIther gold nor filver mmes arc 

found, by fubtraCtmg annually [0 great a portion tiom the bencral eire;!;, 

lation. The whole of the income of the fuborumate Oi1lLcr~, and the 

grcatefi part of that of the {upenor r.Inks, be1llg expended 111 the Com

pany's dominions, or in thofe of thcn" {ubfidl.lry Alhe~, revcrt~ in a 

ihort time to then trcLlfury, after ailoruwg a I1VddlOOd to the bbori

om, huiliandman, and to a numerous and mJufinow. d,lfs of ,1ltlLms. 

A judicious and candid author of a tne publication, -AI- whui~ accu

rary, penetration, and local knO\vlc,lgc, would mtimatc a long reu-

oj\o Bntilh India <lnalyzed. 

s dence 
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dence in India, did he not afi"ert the contralY, fumifhes the followin~ 

juft and pertment remark relative to this lubjecr : 

" It cannot be expected that Officers of credit will go 4000 Ieaguas 

" from their native country, to fight againfr a hot climate, and pafs 

" their lives abfent from friends, who are moll dear to them, unlefs 

" thofe difadvantages arc in (orne meafllf(' counterbalanced by emo

" Iuments, which enable them to fupport theIr rank genteelly.~) 

The Company's military fervice, as it is at prefent fituated, will 

henceforth hold forth no objeCt of inducement to engage in it, but to 

thofe whom their ddIipation or cnmes may preclude from an afylum in 

their native country. If men of this dc[cnptlOn arc once permitted to 

officer their armies, it reql\lfCS not the gift of prophecy to foretell 

the event. 
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.At a Meeting if the OFFICI:llS fiationed lit CAWNPOOR, in O/lober 

1793, the following Particulars 'Were fobmilted for their Confide.

ration. 

AT a period when the corps compofing a principal divifiuu of the 

army, cantoned at this fiation, are on the eve of fcparatmg, it mu([ 

afford a very high degree of fatisfaClion and mutual congratul.ltion, to 

reflect. that every public meafure, which has been confidcrcd of J. ten

dency to procure that relief from our prcfent dcfpondcncy, to which, 

frum the length and magnitude of our fervices, we are mofi indubita

bly entitled, has been fupport~d with an unanimity and firmnefs that, 

if followed up with perfeveranee. mu1l: cnfure fueeefs. To [ceure a 

continuance of that unanimity, on a found and rational b~fis, is the ob

jeCt of the prefent meeting. 

Since the laft general meeting, m.my articles of intelligence have 

been received, that have given rite to propotitions which will be now 

confidelcd, and, if "pproved, the meeting will ratify them as infiruc ... 

tions to the Committee in England. 

It will, in the firil: place, be proper to advert to the fituation of the 

fervice, at the time of fubfcribing to (he AddrelTes and Petitions, and 

to compare that with the l'refent moment. 

a 
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The hard1l1ip felt by this army, when aCting \\ ith his lV1ajefiy~s 

forces, was the eVIl which called dllcHy for redrds, and it was left to 

Government to place us on fuch a footing as might relIeve us from 

the (uperi.dlion to which we \Hre fubjeCt; to this was added a claim 

to participate in thofe indulgenccs to whIch hi~ Majefty's officers were 

accufiomcJ. I Lld the.: face of affairs remained unaltered, this wouU 

h,1\ c been fuHicicnt to hJ.ve cnfured us from injury; but fince, by the 

Llfl difpatchcs from EUlOpe, mtell1gence hJ.s been receIved of a nature' 

very alarl11ll1£ to tbe interdt,:, of the Company's forces, and "hen 

, .. c comp,lre thefe pnvate informations with the ObVIOUS mtentIOns of 

Government, and the opinions of thofe who havc influence m direct

ing the meafures reLlting to this fubject, it 1':' but prudent that we con

liJcr theJr tendency, and, WIth that moderation which is 10 cflcntial to

unanimIty and fo conducive to fucccfs, frame fome fyfrcm, whereby 

Ollr expectations may be made known thereon, and our rights and pri

vileges defended, as well as that our future fituations in life mlY be 

rendered refpccbble, which, from aUf fidelIty and length of fervicc7' 

w~ay f~1.irly clalm. 

The probability of the Company's troops being wholly or partially' 

incorporated with his Majefiy's army, is the firfi and principal object 

of confideratlon: as to the mode of effecting this, we mufi at pre-

fent be ignorant; but, when we confider that the o.ffice~ of the 

Kmg's forces will exert themfelves to the utmoft to obtain every ad-· 

vantage over us, it becomes expeJlent that our efrablithments fhouldi 

join m an effort to bring about the union in fuch manner as thall rat~er 

tend to alleviate than increafe the grievances of which we haNe aJreadyt 

aiked redrefs. let is evident, that jf no prevIOUS explicit arrangerrient~ 
kJDade, we fhall be fuperfeded in every rank and fituation; there~ 

fare" 
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tore, it is our duty to endeavour to prefcrve the eftabliihment inviolate, 

in regard to promotion and local or temporary command; lince, 

:lliould thefe be loft, our refpetbbllity in this country, and our hopes 

of returning to Europe, mufr vantOl. The only mode of avoidmg 

tll\S blow, fu de1hutiive to our honour and to our welLue, is the at .. 

t,unment of rank more plOportionate to th,lt of officers, invc11:ed with 

fimilar commands 111 his Majeily's army; fince it mufr be ObVIOliS 

that, by the Ildlux of 1115 Majefty's officers, which will of courfe en

fue, the number of limilar rank!, is fo much greater on their efiabhlh .. 

ment, as to gIve them the advantage of fuperior rank, in c\'cry fitua

tion, Whl:fL tlle Kmg'5 officers of the Britt1h may meet 10 dut,~s with 

thofe of the Indian eftabhfument. 

I ft, It is therefore the opmlOn of the fubfcribers to the following 

propofitions, that the prefent is a period mofr momentous to the inte

tells of every officer of this army, fince, whatever may be the fate of 

the Eafl: India Company, it is not to be doubted that a total or partial 

transfer to his Majefiy's fervice will fhortly tdke place, or that the 

Company's European corps will be reduced, and their place- fup'plj~Q.. 

by King's regiments. It is upon the conditions of that tram fer thdt .111 

our future hopes of honourable independence, and of return to our na

tive country, arc now reficd: it is, therefore, incumbent on liS (1('0: an 

ignorance of our {entiments and expectations fhould operdte to our dc

tr.iment) to take fuch meafures as will meet WIth effect every [,ropoCt

tion that may be made relative thereto in Europe, und c'xpIll111y to 

GOnfi.de our fentiments to a CommIttee in London, who ilial! be re

ctucfied to ftand forward, and empowered to nJJ.kc 1ueh rcpreientatlOns 

AOd exertions in OU~ behalf" as may be reqUlute tor the avow.!l and . 
maintenance of our rights. 

r 
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"2d, Agreed, that half a month's actual pay of each rank be fub. 

fcribed, ,to defray all the probable charges ,in England and ill India; 

<\fld it is fuggefted.. as the moft fair and convenient mode, that each do 

fubfcribe the above fum, at two or three equal payments, within three 

months after their general adoption by the majority of the fiations. 

3d, That two-thirds of the amount fubfcribed be remitted to Eng .. 

land, to be at the dlfpofal of the majority of the Committee, to an .. 

f wer the neceit'1!y expenfes there, and that the remaining third be re. 

ferved to anfwer demands in this country. 

4th, Agreed, that the officers of the Company's fervice now in Eng

land be requefied to eleCt a reprefentative Committee for the whole of 

the Company's army. 

5th, Agreed, that the reprefentative Committee in England be re

quefied to call, at their difcretion, by publIc advutlfement, general 

meetmgs of the Company's officers prefcnt in Englanrl, ()n Ol'c,tiions they 

I:!llY ~eem of importance to the interefh of the amJY in India, and 

that this army will defray the expenfe attendll\~ t:l" meafures that the 

majority of fuch general meeting may deem it neceifary to adopt. 

6th, Agreed, that iu:h general meetings be invefted with power 

and authority to anf wer for, and in behalf of the officers in India, on 

fuch points, propofitions, and meafures, as may affeCt the interefts~ 

honour,~and welfare of this army, and which may require an imme .. 

diate a.vowal of their fentiments; but that their determinations be go.. 
¥crned by the inftrudions, and communications made to them, fr0111 

time to time, by the army in India. 

7th, Agreed, 
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7 th, Agreed, that no offer of a transfer to his Majdly's fervice, 

whether partial, or total, can be accepted with our prefc~ dtlpropor

tionate rank (when compared to our length of fervice, and to the rank 

of his Majefiy's officef')) without ruin to our hopes of advanceftttdt. 

8th, Agreed, that in the event of a tran~fer of the Company's Euro

pean Artillery and Infantry Battalions to his MajeHy's fcrvice, the Of. 

ncers in each battalion, fo transferred, {hould have an cxclufive rigbt to 

fuch promotions as may occur in their own corps, and that thole corps 

fhould be transferred with the fuB complement of Officers. 

9th, Agreed, that in the event of fuch a transfer, the Officere; of 

every rank fhould have the preference of entenng the King's (crvlce by 

feniority, to complete the corps fo transferred; but in the event of any 

vacancies remaining after fuch option has been given, that the next 

ranks £hall have the right to fill them under the followJl1g rule; viz. 

That, to complete thofe corps, every Officer, who fhall have fcrved 

twelve years, !hall have a claim to enter his Majefty'::; fervice with the 

transferred corps, with the rank next above that he may poffefs, nflt fu

perior to that of Captain; and that to entitle an Officer to an advance of 

one gra.dation in any of the ranks above that of Captain, he £hall have 

krved not lefs than ,6fteeu years. 

I()th, Agreed, that thofe \\ ho may be transferred to his Majdly', 
.. " without a title to fuperior rank, from their length of fcrvi~c, are 

yet eatitled to army and regimental rank, in all fitlJarions, from the 

cefation of hofhhues at Cuddalore in 1783, provided their commlf:' 

fiona lie of that, or of a prior date; and that fuch as bear commiffions 

b of 
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of a date fubfcquent to that evCtlt, are entitled to rank agreeable to the 

date of their commiffioDs. 

I I tho That in the event of a general transfer of the Company's army 

to the King's fcrvicc, it be entirely confidered as a dilhnd body, and 

not fubjctl: to the mtroduction of his Majefiy\ Officers. 

r 2th, Agreed, that as our public addreffes have already expreffed 

what our idea~ arc, rcfpctting the prefent deft:Ctive fyfiem of the 

Sepoy corps, they ihoulJ be as clofdy as poffible adhered to, ihould 

the transfer of the European corps take place; and the Committee in 

Europe will confider us as a{fcnting to, or di1fenting from, whatever 

may be propofeJ, relating to thofe points, as far as the propofitions 

coincide with, or milltJte ag1mfi thefe our general ideas. 

13th, Agreed, that copies of the Addrefs and Petition from this 

ftation to his Majefiy, and the Court of Directors, be tranfmitted home. 

by our agents, together with this declaration of ollr fentiments; and, in 

,prder to guard againfi mifreprefentatlOIls, and to obVIate the many 

caufes of di{fatisfactlOn, that will enfue from an ignorance of our ex

pectations, in the event of an arrangement, involving the deareft inte

refts of this army, that the above papers be laid before a'General Meet

ing of the Company'!". Officers in England. 

14th, Agreed, that immediately on the arrival of the above ~di[

patches in England, an application be made to the exifiing Memb~rs 
of the Committee elected in London in December 1787 (which ad

jufted" in concert with his MajefiyJs Minifiers, the claims of ~nJt tJe~" 
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t~·een the King's and Company's Officers) to call a General Meeting of 

~e Company's Officers in London, In order that the vacancies which 

have occurred in that Committee may be filled up. 

I sth, Agreed, that the above propofitions be fubmitted to the {evenl 

fiations of the army. 

The foregoing Refolutions being intended as a guide, to direCt the 

Committee of Officers In England, in the claims they are to makt. in 

behalf of the army in India, in the event of a change in the conlljtu .. 

tion of the Comp.my'!> Mlllt,uy Eftabhfhmcnt!., it were to be "vifhed, 

,hat fome perf on adequate to [0 important a charge, who may be going 

to Englan-d immediately, and who JS acqud.inted with our fcntiments 

on the fubject, mIght be authOrIzed to take chaOrge of,... and lay them. 
• 

before the CommIttee in England: and that the charges of this depu-

tation, and fm.h other expenfcs as may be incurred by the profecution 

of this bllhnefs, be defrayed from the fund efiablifued by fub[cription& 

Of the expediency of this meafure, there tall, \\<e believe, eXlft no dif

ference of opinion; but, were it doubtful, the conduCt of the Officers_ 

of the Madr.as Efiabliihment, who, 10 DecembeI lafi t deputed hl)mc a 

Gentleman of their own body for the very fame pUfpofc, would calL 

on us to adopt a limllar mea{llre. 

~grc:ed, that Lieutenant Afh worth be requefied to take charge of the. 

papers, an~ to aCt in behalf of the Bengal Eftablifhment agreeably to 

the above Rc[()lutions. 

Agreed, tha~. Lieutenant Sahnond be requefied to .ad in concert with 

~-neutenant Athworth. L 

Agreed. 
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Agreed, that the Medical Efiablifl1:ment be included in the foregoiltg 

Refolutivns. 

Agreed, that ,every Subfcriber be rcquefied to fend the amount of 

his fubfcriWOD, agreeable to the propofal in Article No. 2~ to Mr .. 

John Beecher. Deputy Paymafter. 

Agreed, fIlat the Prymailer be requdled to pay two-thirds of the 

amount .received to our agents, who iliall be requefied to lodge it wlth 

the Committee in England. 

Agreed, that ·the original inihuc\:lQns, with the fignatures., be de

livettd to the agents, and that they be inftruCled not to entruft them 

to any other hands. 

H. Brif-co, Co'lonel 

Alexander Hardy, Lieut. CGlonel 

john ~1·G().wan, Lieut. Colonel 

~ Macdonald, Major 

Samuel Sears, Lieut. Colonel 

Robert Blair. Captain 

T. Bulton, Major 

Rohtrt Murray, Lieut. 

George S. Browne, Lieut. 

John Afhworth, Lieut. 

T. G. ,williamfon, Lieut. 

H. Cuming, Lieut. 

Frederick Trench, Lieut. 

Rich<\cd Willoughbv, Lieut. 

Geo. Rankill~ At'fifbnt Surgeon 

J. M. M'Grcgor, Lieut. 

w. Dunn, Lieut. 

Robert Carruthers, Enfign 

Robert Turto~ Lieut. 

Robert Lowe., Affi1l:ant Surgeon 

John Law, Affillant Surgeon 

DA Spencer Freeman" Anifi. SurgA 

J. Hawis, Lieut. 

Thomas Martin, Licut. 

Thomas Salkeld, Lieut. 

J. JoUie. Lieut. 

J. AtkinfOR t Lieut. 

Charles Chritlie, Lieut.. 

Herbert 
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'Herbert Pyefinch, Lieut. 

William Raban, Lieut. 

John GarcIon, Lieut. 

-So Kelly, Licut. 

William Hemmings, Lieut. 

Andrew Young, Lieut. 

W. M . Baker, Lieut. 

M. Duncan, Lieut. 

William Dick, Lieut. 

Lawrence Rawfiorne, Lieut. 

A. Doull, Lieut. 

C. W. White, Major 

James Powdl, Lieut. 

Gilb. Macleod, Affifi. Surgeon 

William Lally, Lieut. 

Malcolm M'Leod, Lieut. 

. Henry Cheape, Lieut. 

T. S. Bateman, Lieut. 

Geo. Foulis, Lieut. 

Benjamin Cuthbert, Lieut. 

Robert Dawes, Major 

James Hunter, Lieut. 

J. A. Gow, En~gn 

J. Hickland, Lieut. 

John Munro, Lieut. 

Andrew Cumings., Lieut. 

Ro~ert Wilfen, Affift. Surgeon 

Edward Allifon, Lieut. -N. Saumarez', Lieut. 

Alex. Robcl.tCon, Licut. F \V. 

C. Smyth, Lieut. 

Richard Henry, Lieut. 

J. W. Addms, Lieut. 

James Nath. Rind, Lieut. 

JJmes Penllington, Lieut... 

W. Mackintolh, Captain 

Ceo. Hutchifon, Lieut. 

Tho. Macfie, Lieut. 

John Eade, Lieut. 

Roderick Frafer, Lieut. 

A. Orme, Lieut. 

D. Marfhal1, Captain 

Z. M. Burch, Lieut. 

Wllliam Andcrfon, Affifr. Surg4 

Lewis Grant, Captain 

WIlliam Rennie, Lieut . 

John Mawbt:y. Captain 

T. Long, Lieut. 

Richard Forbes, Lieut. 

Edward Han, Lieut. 

N. Stewart, Captain 

S. Knowles, Captain 

James Denny, Affifrant Surgeon 

Robert Francis, LIeut. 

A. Watkins, Lieut. 

Charles Scott, Captain 

James Pringle, Major 

I J. P. Keble, Enf~n 

c W.Adams, 



W. Adams, Lieu!. 

A. Knox, Lieut. 

Robert Hetzler, Lieut. 

Richard Adams, Lieut. 

P. Grant, Li~ut. 

Thomas Kearnan, CaptaiR 

L. Simpfon, Lieut.. 

1. H. Hutchinfon, Liem. 

David Robertfon, Enfign 

T. W. Clayton, Captain 

Wm. George Maxwell, Lieut. 

John Ralph, Lieut. 

Richard Ralph, Lieut. 

J. Powell, Captain 

[ 

T. Nicholls, Lieut. Cofone1l 

P. Cochrane, Surgeon 

J. Salmond, Lieut •. 

1. WaHace, Lieut .. 

W. Howard, Lieut; 

H. Hyndman, Captain 

I 'Iv. Palmer, Major 

·n. G. Palmer, Lieut. 

Wm. Campbell, Enfign i 

J. H. BeUaffis, Enfign 

J dmes M' Dougal, Affifr. Surgeon 

W. Howard,. Lieut. 

H. Vincent, Captain 

J. H. Radcliffe, Lieut-

We the underfigned officers of the Futtey Chur ftation, having care.' 

...{ully perufcd and confidered the foregoing proceedings and refolutions. 

of our brother officers of the Cawnpoor {tation, have adop!ed them as. 

our own, and have added our fignatures, in tefiimony of our app.roval 

of the fentjmcnts contained in them. And we do app.oint Captain 

Richard Scott, in conjunction with the two gentlemen named in the 

Caid reColutions, to be our agents in Englftnd for the purpofes therein 

fpecified : 

J. Erlkine, Lieut. Col. 

A. Hartle, Major 

J. Bateman, Major 

G. Mcnee,. !"laY'" 
2 

J. Boujannar, Captain 

James Price, Lieut. I
S. Watfon, Captain 

P. Ewart, Affiftant Surgeon 

Fr. Gaf-



llr. Ga[coigne, Lieut. 

~. B.lrreH, Lieut. 

WJlli,\m Franck1in, Lieut. 

Alex. Mltlhcl, Lieut. 

Thomas Brougham, LIeuC'. 

J. N. Smith, Lieut. 

W. K Gardner, SurgeoA. 

Samuel Cuoper, Lieut. 

Thomas WIllett, Lieut. 

John Towers, Lieut. 

George Clancy, Lieut. 

Richard Lambert, Lieut. 

John DKkens, Lieut. 

Gab. MartindeII, Captain 

J. Burnet, Lieut. 

William Keafuerry, Lieut. 

Richard Frith, Lieut. 

W. Frazer, Lieut. 

James Lawtie, Lieut. 

Thomas Morgan, Lieut. 

M. Fjtz Gerald, Lieut. 

E. S. Conway f Lieut. 

Thomas Morgan, Affift. Surgeon 

James M~Lean, Lieut. 

Waltet Mayberry, Lieut. 

Jamea Griffiths Hoare, Lieut. 

Jl. Maurice, Lieut. 

Richard Cowlithaw, Lieut. '. James Pritchard, Lieut. 

William Sneyd, Lieut. 

JJ J 

Thomas.S~llnton, Lieut. 

George Barclay, Lieut. 

Whitwell Butler, Lieut. 

1. C. Mitchell, Lieut. 

M. Litt]e, Lieut. 

B. Litton. Lieut. 

P. Lambert. Lieut. 

J. Allie, Lieut. 

J. D. Michie, Lieut. 

J. P. Pigott. Lieut. 

Charles Stewart, Lieut. 

Juhn Malcolm, Lieut. 

Robert Str. Graham, Lieut. 

R. M. Bolgthaw, Lieut. 

Robert Dee. Lieut. 

T. Penfon, Lieut. 

H. Vincent, Captain 

Alex. lvlurray, Lieut. 

AI. Gibb, Affifiant Surgeon 

Andrew BLtrgh, Lieut. 

R. Davie!., LICUt. 

R. Davies, by permiffion, for St. 

George Allie, Lieut. 

A. Campbell, Litut. 

John Ranken, Lieut. 

James MaxweI1, Lieut. 

D. Orme, Lieut. 

i Henry White, Captain 

J. Barton, Captain of Artillery 
CHUNAR 
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C HUN A R S I G NAT U RES • 

. Cbunar, OEi. 24, I i93' 

Rcfol yeu-That it is the opinion of the Officers and Staff of thi:. 1l:a

tion, that fome officers of rank fhould be joined in the 

, deputation from the Bengal army. 

Refol vcu-'fhat· the Officers and Staff of this fiation, ha" ing full con.-. 

fidence in the zeal and integrity of Lieutenant-Colonel 

William Duncan and Major R. E. Roberts, who are go

ing to Europe in the ihips of this feafon, do earnefily 

follcit them to joig in the deputation, and requefi Lieute

napts Afhworth aod Salmond to lay the whole of the 

papers before the above gentlemen, on their arrival at the 

Prdid<:ncy. . 

Refolvcd-That the above Refolutions be communicated and recom

mended to aU the {lations of the army; and that a cow 

of the fame be tranfmitteu to Lieutenant.Colonel Dun

can and 'Mdjor R. E. Roberts. 

Charles Ware, Lieut. Colonel 

R. Baillie, Captain 

John RC!!.cl, Lieut. 

M. C. Davorcn, Lieu~. 

William Cuppage, Lieut, 

J. Bullock, Llel!t!. 

J. Marley, Lieut. 

Charles Webber, Lieut. 

\V. H. Cooper, Lieut. 

H. Lennox, Lieut, 

J. F. Smith, LIeut. 

Charles Frafer, Lieut. 
W.B.Da~is~ 



W. B. Davis, Lieut. 

George Prole, Lieut. 

James Pearfon, Captain 

H. Rofe, Lieut. 

George Ball, Lieut. 

John Macgrath, Lieut. 

Thomas Evans, Lieut. 

James Tetley, Lieut. 

P. Douglas, Captain 

J. Vanrcnen, Lieut. 

Thomas Cuft, Captain 

G. H. Pine, Lieut. 

P. Black, Lieut. 

D. Orme, Lieut. 

George S. Mounfey, Lieut. 

William RIdley. Lieut. 

Sidney Crefar Jones, Lieut. 

Thomas Fetherl1on, Lieut. 

John Dyer. Affifiant Surgeon 

[ 

W JlIJam Sheppey Greene, Lieut. 

M. Hiffernan, Lieut. 

J. Gould, Major Brigade 

C. Brietzcke, Lieut. Adj. and Q[. 

Mafier, 3d Brigade 

Lewis Thomas, Lieut. J 3th Bat. 

C. Gore~ Lieut. 13th Bat. 

W'm. Hinckfman, Lieut. 

Jcf. Richardfotl, Lieut. 

W. Odell, Lieut. 
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N. M'Leod, Captain 

D. M'Leod, Lieut. 

Robert Dennis, Captain 

W. Denby, Captain 

J. W. Hopkins, Lieut. 

Wm. S. Atkinfon, Lieut. 

T. Wharton, Lieut. 

S. Adams, Lieut. 

Charles White, Lieut. 

James Davidfon. Lieut. 

W m. Yule, Lieut. 

Robert Campbell. Lieut. 

John Hender{on, Affifl:. Surgeon 

T. i'cnfon, Lieut. 

J. Maxwell, Lieut. 

G. Scott, Lieut. 

R. B:mne. Lieut. 

G. Eagle, Lit::ut. 

A. King, Lieut. 

F. Maynard, Lieut. 

J. P. Drummond, Lieut. 

C. Grecn, Major 

J. Mordaunt. C.lptain 

E. Baker, Lieut. 

Andrew Dunn, Lieut, 

W. Shipton, Lieut. 

R. Dubois, Licut. 

James Telfor, Lieut. 

Bernard Rofe, LIeut. 

d St r..corge 
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St,. George Afhe, Lieut. 

R. Lucas, Major 

Jame!> Kellie, Lieut. 

John Owen, Lieut. 

S. W. H.trgrave, Lieut. 

P. Hay, Major 

W. Mac Culloth, Lieut. 

P. Dow, Lieut. 

G. Mac Namara, Lieut. 

J. Delamain, Lieut. 

W. Spottifwood, Affift. Surgeoa 

R. Benili, Lieu.t. 

DINA PORE SIGNATURES. 

Dinapore, Nov. 30, 1793. 

WE the undennentioned officers and ftaff of the !latian of Dina .. 

pore, having carefully perufed and confidered the proceedings of our 

brother officer~ at Cawnpoor, are, with them, fully convinced of 

the importance and neceffity of a Committee in England, to 1tand for

ward and be empowered to make fuch reprefentations and exertions in 

our behalf as may be neceffary f<>r the avowal and maintenance of our 

.rights; and, though we hope and trufi that the apprehenfions of our 

brother officers are ill-founded, we willingly accede to the fecQIld ar

ticle of the Cawnpoor proceedings, in granting the neceffary aid to 

obviate apprehended injury: and, having the fulleft confidence in the 
• 

zeal, integrity, and abilities of Captain Richard Scott, do recommend 

that Lieutenants Alhworth and Salmond do communicate and conWlt 

with him, on their arri\fal in England. 

We 
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We alfo entirely agree in opinion with our brother officers at the fta. 
lion of Cbunar, that fome officers of rank 1hould be joined in the 

deputation from the Bengal army, and highly approve of the nomina. 

tion of Lieutenant-Colonel Duncan and Major R. E. Roberts, whom, 

with Captain Richard Scott, we carnefily and particularly requcft to 

take upon themfelves the office of our rcprefcntatives with the: others 

ih the Committee to be formed in England. 

Ed. Rawltome, Lieut. Col. 

James Nicol, Lieut. Col. 

T. Harding, Major 

John Fenwick, Captain 

Hugh Stafford, Captain 

R. Bruce, Captain 

J. Hawkfilaw, Captain 

A. Morrifon, Lieut. 

D. Ochterlony, Lieut. 

Ad. Fcrgufon, Lieut. 

E. S. Broughton, Lieut. 

T. HIckman, Lieut. 

J. H. Gillman, Captain 

G. Cruttenden, Lieut. 

John Baillie, Enfign 

}. Arnold, Lieut. 

W. Mac Dougal, Captain 

Daniel Cunnmgham, Captaia 

lobn HIlliard, Capt-un 

Geo. Hardyman, Captain 

W. Moifes, Lieut. 

James Irwin, Lieut. 

3 

L. B. Morris, Lieut. 

R. Walker, Captain 

R. Bruce, Major 

J. Smith, Lieut. 

Man. Mac Namara, Lieut. 
• 

Geo. \VIlton, Lieut. 

Ed. Parry, Lieut. 

J. Halllffiond, Lieut. 

R. Morrell, Lieut. 

W. Moore, Affifi. Surgeon. 

B. Menley, Captain 

Adam Freer, Surgeon 

C. C. WIlfon, Lieut. 

Greg. HlCkman, Lieut. 

}. Kennedy, Afiifiant SurgC'on 

'fhomas Jaffray, Captam 

W. Cooke, A{ftfbnt Sur~eon 

George Rcddie, Alliil:ant Surgeon 

John Paten, Allifiant Surgeon 

Thomas Ha w kim, Lieut. 

R. E. PaJry, Lieut. 

John Daw[on, Lieut. 

John 



John-·Stewart, Lieut. 

Ar. Davies, Lieut. 

G. Carpenter, Captain 

Robert Patron, Enfign 

J. W. Johnfon, Lieut. 

P. Burrowes, Lieut. 

W. A. Thompfon, Lieut. 

R. Enfhaw, LIeut. Artillery 
Charles Witt it, Captain 

John Wittit, Lieut. 

[ 16 ] 
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Alex. Caldwell, Lieut. Artillery 
J. S. Pafchaud, J:ieut. Artillery 

W. Sloane, Lieut. 

W. W inbolt, Lieut. 

W. H. Green, Lieut .. 

J. Scott, Lieut. 

W. 'f. Ormyng, Lieut. ArtillcJ1' 
W. Vanas, Major 

Robert Amos, Lieut. 

M 0 N SHY. R S I G NAT U RES. 

Monjhyr, Decemher 2, 1794-. 

THE Officers and Staff ftationed at Dinapore having expreffed my 
\ 

fentiments in their proceedin.gs entered in this book, dated the 30th 

November lan, I fubfc.ribe with them. 

G. Bunington, Lieut. Colonel 

Patrick Scott, Lieut. 
! H. Bennett, 'Captain 

B'ERHAM-



[ 17 J 

B E R HAM P 0 RES I G NAT U RES. 

E. Clark, Major 

John Teafdale, Captain 

John Gillanders, Captain 

Mark White, Lieut. 

D. H. Dalton, Lieut. 

J. Ander[on, Lleut. 

F. Mac'Culloch, Affift. Surgeon 

CHITTAjONG 

Robert Limond, Captain 

H. Imlack, Lieut. 

Tho. Bainbi-idge, Affift. Surg. 

C. W. Lamborn, Lieut. 

Berbampore, Janual:V 2., 1793. 

Henry Read, Lieut. 

Henry J,\qncs, Lient. 

A. ('h.trron, I jelH. 

T. Darr,lh, Lieut. 

P. Caitldy, Enflgn 

J. Mdllng, Lieut. 

Robert Spottifwood, L1CUt. 

S I G NAT U RES. 

Chittnjong, January,s, 1794. 

James Davidfon, Lieut. 

John Tomkins, Lieut. 

E. Mac'Culloch, Lieut. 

W. Sturrock, Lieut. 

PB.:CSlD£NCY SICNATURES. 

Lod. Grant, Captain 

W. Ranken, Lieut. 

C. Middleton, Lieut. 

T. Macan, Lieut. 

Samuel Jones, Lieut. 

Daniel Gillies, Lieut. 

W. Pryor, Lieut. Adj. and QM. 
B. H. Kelly, Lieut. 

Francis Rutlidge, Lieut. 

Samuel White, Lieut. 

e J. &eadley, 



J. Bread1cy, Capt-un 

WillIam Hdl, Llcuf. 

Geolge Benfon, Lieut. 

R. lIodgfon, Licut. 

D. Smith, Liwt. 

Robert Berne, LICllt. 

Robert Nairne, l,leut. 

T. Green, Captam 

Pans Bradnuw, LICUt. 

Daniel J -,yons, Lieut. 

John Hunt, LIeut. 

E. Voyk, Licut. 

D.lVId Lyons, Lieut. 

James Clarke, LICUt. 

J. Roll.md, Lieut. 

P. D'Auvergne, Lieut. 

Robert Watherfionc, Licut~ 

John Dc Courcy, Lieut. 

John Lcathart, LICUt. 

JImcs Murray, Lieut. 

DavId Burell, Lieut. 

R. Flith, Captain 

James Morn~, Captain 

R. Grueber, CaptaIn 

W. Vana::., Major 

Chao P. Ri1l:ell, Captain 

Robert Phillips, Captain 

T. N oke, Captain 

Thomas Alcock, Lieut. 

[ r8 1 

Herbert Lloyd, Captain 

R. lV!acan, Captain 

James Dunn, l\lajor 

Vere \VdnKr HuiTy, Lt. Colonel 

R. R.i) ne, C.lpt,un 

T. l\Il. W Iguc1m, LICUt. 

RichalJ Iby, LICUt. 

Fredcm k M.lrfden, Lieut. 

Thomas Harwtt, Capt. B, M_ 

R. G.lhan, LlCut. 

L. L0Vc.cl.ty, Llell t. 

C. H. \VhIte, Major 

Robtrt Young, LIeut. 

J.lmc<; Rotton, Lieut. 

Da\ lel LumfJcn, Lieut~ 

A. D. Monteath, Licut. 

PhilIp Crump, Licut. 

Gervofe Pennington, Lieut. 

John Horsford, Captam 

A. Legertwood, Captain 

Leille Ralph Grave, LIeut. F. W. 

George Johnfion, Lieut. 

Thomas HIll, Lieut. 

Thomas Greene, Lieut. 

,G. Mafon, Lieut. 

T. Ramfay, Lieut. 

W. Sandys, Lieut_ 

T. M. Elwood, Capt. ArtiHery 

T. W. Forlnom, Lieut. F. W .. 
W. Ward ... 
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W. Wardlaw, Lieut. F. \V. 

W. E. F,wan~, LIeut. Artillery 

J-l.mes Colims, Li':llt. 

J. BertH., Llcut F. \V. 

J. Burma, C<ll LlID AItIllcry 

C. Scaly, LIl'lIt. F. W. 

John fOJ t,'r:, Ll{,Ut. 

J. H. HcnJcrful1, Sur~con 

Ja. Taylor, Licllt. F. W. 

Edward Mont.lguc, Major Artll. 

Henry Gl".lCC, Lieut. 

E. W. Butler, Licut. 

J. D. Sherwood, Lieut. 

'9 ] 

I 
C. W. Galc, Lieut. 

E. Darell, Lieut. F. W. 

~ 
!I 
I 
I 
I 

F. BCdgh,lln, LIeut. F. W. 

\VI11IdITI R,ltl1,lY. C.l.pt. Altillery 

A. GLd~, Clpt,lin Altdkry-

S .. lInuel Noble, Lieut. F. VI. 

Robert DougLls~ LIcnt. F. W. 

Rlchard Kltlha, Litllt. F. W. 

John Hope, Licut. F. W. 

\"1. rv1. Cdmeron, Lieut. Col. Eng. 

G. Raban, Lieut. 

H A Z Z A R R E E B AUG S I G N A 1 U RES. 

A. W. Hear[ey~ Captain 

J. Collins, Lieut. 

R. TCl1lfon, Lieut. 

J. W. Fofier, Lieut. 

. {J. Cummings 
Stgned 

Robert Amos 

Hazzarret Bdug, y,mUdr)' J 3, J 794. 

J. Campbdl, Licut. 

James Plumer, LKUt. 

Franci& Dfl1mmond, Lieut. 

J. Robm{on, AHilt.tIlt Surgeon 

}Not bemg prcfcnt. 

TAJPORE' 



,.. A J P 0 RES I G NAT U R. E S. 

J. WithetAon, 
H. Saunders 

R. S. Allen 

J. Pugh 
C. Shand 

'lajpore, january 14, 1794. 

E. Reid 

J. J. Rind 
G. Menes 

J. Clidiaale, Surgeon 

Lieutenant Townfhend, abfent for his health. 

Lieutenant Sloane, abfent on command. 

J. P. Adj. 

GYA SIGNATVREI. 

John Rattray, Captain 
L. Dubois, Lieut. 
Henry Wadley. Lieut. 

W. O. H. Knox, Lieut. 

G. Rithards, Lieut. 

Rob(rt Skirv~ Lieut. 

James Meek, ABiB:ant Surgeon 

Lieutenants Dunkley, O'Donnell, and Nangtea~ ~ntellt by ,leave. 
Lieutenant Kerin on a detached command.-

w. ~ Adj. 



It i. prepofed to raife Nine Regimentl of cavaJry'l 
each ot 500, the two Regiments at prefent on the 
Eftablilhment to be incorporated. The whole Corps 
to confift of Toen Regiments, each commanded bY] 10 
aLieutenant.Colonel. with a MlIJDt, each TlOop by 
a Captain, with a Lieutenant. There will then bean 
additton of Two General Officers of Cavalry, each at 

Ten Lleutenant·Colonels additional • • • • • 
Ten Majors ditto • • • • • • • • • • 
Fifty.eight Captains ditto, there being two • • • 
Fifty.two Lieutenants, there being eight • • • • 
Additional Expenfe of Nine RegIments of 500 Men} 

8 
6 
4 

each, wIth all contingencies, llO,OOO Rupee. each -

ao 
15 
6 
4 

150 90 
ISO 90 
7560 
50 60 

R •. Jill. 

10800 

8400 

.73 18 
171188 

180000 

Toul Additifal E.xpenfe of Cavalry per Month. • 

Thirty.fix Regiments of Nationa.l Infantry on the Ben. 
gal Eftabliiflment, to be put on an Efiablifhment 0 

European Officers nearly fimilac to his Majefty's. 

- - - - - - - - 2,5°,7sD 

General Officers on the fume Allowances a8 at pre. -
fent • • • • • • • • • • • • 

The Six Colonels of being promoted to the Rank Of] 

Thirty L1t!uteoant.Colonels additional (thtre being 
nO\v fix) . . • • • • • • • • 

ThlIty Majon, oitto, ditto • • • • • • • 
Two h\fndred and fixteen Captains (7 to each) there} 

being thirty-fix • • • • • • • • • 
Thirty-fix CaptalO Lieutenants • • • • • • 
The Cann: NIlllIber of Lieutenants, as at prefent. • 

8 

6 

4 

20 150 -
litO _ 

75 -
50 -

Additional Expenfe, of Nlltionallnfantry Efiablilhment - - - - - _ - - 1,)1,200 

. One Ad4litional Brigade of Native Infantry in the Vi 
zier's Territories, in beu of Mutayennah Troops. 

One General Officer auditional •• • • • • 
SIX Lieutenant-Colonels dItto • • • • • • • 
SIX MajOrs ditto. •• ••••• 
Forty.two Captains dItto . • • • • • • • 
Six Captain.Lleutenants dItto • • • • • • • 
Fifty-four Lieutenants ditto. • • • • • • • 
One Brigade of Natives with all contingencic. •• 

10 
8 
6 
4 

150 - ISS5 -
ISO - -
1:Z.(J -

75 - -
5° -
50 - -

- - - -

3085 
5940 

45°0 
Ii'z6lZ 
I7°4 

15336 
• 60,000 

Ol.nC. IIUm. 

Total Additional E.xpcnfe of a Corpa of Cavalry adeq,late to the proteaiOJ1 of the} 
Vizier's DOlllmiollS, lind to fupply the Place of Mutayennah Troop. • • • 

1t.!Xr I R.. pet" an-

.,)0,756 JO,01J,07s 
• • Total Adrlitlonal hy.penlc of a Corps of O~18 to the Native Troops neally fimilar} 

to hIS Malcfry's Efiablitllmeot, VIZ. 1 Lieutenant-Colonel, 1 Major to ea~h Regi-
ment of Eight Compan\eS; '1 Captains and 1 CaptaUWieutenant COlllmandlDg 1,$J,lIoo 18.14,400 
COn)panle~. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Expenfe of One Additional Native Brigade Enr the Service of the ViZier in lieu of the} I,Q7,tJ-.. 1-,93.9&4 
l\1utayennah lCI cgular .. 4 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 'V.~ 

• • Total propofed Additional Chargee, St. Rs. • • • ~.09-7S3! 6-s.IJ'3~ 
All the CalculatlOlu are made on Pay and Full Batta with Tent AlIowaJlee confomtabl)' to t~e exi~ Re

gulation., andHorfe Allowance to the Cavalry. The Bazars, it j~refumed. will reycrt to the fo~!r"~ 
u the prefcnt One was experimental and has tailed in ita o~jca. The Commitlion Ql du: Refcnuel ie £up. 

lJIofed to be continued as herecofm:c. . 



ASTfMA1fB of SAVINGS and' of tlie~R.ear!XPEN$£ accruing &om .tbi 
propofedAugmen~ation of CAV:ALRY: and INFANTR.Y. 

The Vizier" M\ltayeMab Troops corr them annualty •.•••••• 
'rhe .~dditional Regiments of Cavtllry being fpedfieally for the ProteCtion of hi. Do.. 

~imolll, ~nd t~ perfonn the Duties of the Mutaycnnah Troop. Ire to be paid at 
his Charge. a& 18 the propored Ad,.htlOnal Bngadc of Infantry for hi. Service. 

Nine Additional Regiments of Cavalrr., per Annum • • • • • • • 
One Bngade of Native Infantry, of Silt Regtment. 

Br which a Saving accrues to the Vizier Annually of 

Il .. 
7Sss66• 

The Additional Cav.ury aDd Infantry for the Vizier's Service being thul provided for. there I'C'main} 
~e Additional Chargcp (If mcreafed Efrabh1hment of European Ofhcera to the Nallve Troop', he- 1&;14l4OQlll 
109 an Annual Charge of • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • 

"f,hi. Calculation is made upon the nuuiber of Offi
cera at prefeDt attached to European BattalwBl, IIOd 
the propared Increafe to N atlve ReglmeDts~ 

44 Lieut. Coli. i abfeat 
.1'0111 a proportion of ~ of 411 Majors f ditto • 

j 
~ 

j 
z -
7 
7 

§ ..!. 

!1< . .. ~ ~ 
t • .,il 8 
:;::!ficj 
g'~ :3 
:I;"~ 

-600 
4~0 
I Q 

&...1 .L:! - < j! j .5 ~ 
f-o li 

"Sl :B'tl 
5 8 !i :E :E 

- 150 7$0 
[- UIO S70 

36 H IZ91 the Officers abfent thcrC}360 Captains i ditto • 
wlll be a fufficlency for 36 Capr. Lleuu .;; ditto 
the Recrultlllg Service 348 Llcutenanu i ditto 
for the Charge of Men 36 Enfign& ~ ditto • 

66 
5: 

I So 24 So l1li.4 
ISO 24 50! 11114 
1110 lIZ 50 1811 

to and from India, &c. 
T,otal Annual Savings by ~~ 

Fay_Mailers being an ufe1efs Medium between Officers asm the Military 
Pay.Malter and Auditor General, It IS propofed to difconunue thofe Ap. 
pomtment!. In future, the Commandants of Stationl, and COrpl, an4 
the Stall' to ~allfmit thelf Re\lJew Rolls, pi operly Iluthenucated, With th" 
PdY Bills annexed to the Military Auditor G~lIeral, who, after Audit, 
{(;lids them to thi: Pay-Mailer. General, by whom a Draught IS tranfl1l1tted 
to tile Officer OPi the Collettar nearelt the Stalion, for the Amount. 

5.1Z 5° 
3.990 

17460 
1,344 

ls,991Z 
1,09:1 

POllf Pay-Mafrers with Office <. 'hal ges, COmputed at ea. 3500 per Mo. 
F,oUf Deputy Pay-Mallen \\ u;' ,ditto, clltlo ea. 2. 500 pel Mo. 

14.0 00 
10000 

St. R •• 114000 

T~ Hoaourable Company'. European Corps bein.g completed, and re
cruited in die fame Manlier as hiS MaJeity'. Neglments, It 15 prefumed 
tbat the EftahlifhmeSlt of European. in Ben~allllll be ample, exclufive of 
the 76th Regiment, hy \vhICh an bpenfc is Ulcurred AMllally of • 

63000 

47880 
11095110 

161118 

1,55,90 4-
13 104 

.,1I8,co~ 

-'--. 
Amount of Sa\·jn&Si 12.09976' 

Iteaf fucrea{e of Expenfe for tile &DIal Eiabli.OUnent, per Anoum . 
N. B. Should it be deemed expedient to .n~~ the HODOurable Comp~ny" Eurnpean Regiments fr!"B 

6DBlaDk and File to 8as, the ftrengtb of bl' MaJeUy'!, the prefer¥3l1on of Men, IDG confcqqellt Sa~" 
byt~ propo.fec:Li)fiem ofRcttuiting, will JlfOVldcJot tbe lncreaft; of i!.x~n(e. 


