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TUSCU;‘;.{\XN DispuTATIONS
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Marcus Tullius Cicero.
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BOOK I
On the Contempt of DEATH.

S I am, at length, entirely, or to a
. great degree, freed from the fatigue of
defending clients, and the dufies of a fenator, I
have recourfeagiin, BR U Tus,principally onyour
advice; to thofe ftudies which were never out
of my mind, but neglected at times, and which
after a long interval I have reaffum’d: And
fince the reafon and precepts of all arts which
telate to living well, depend on the ftudy of '
wifdom, which is call'd philofophy, I have
ought of illuftrating this in the Latin tongue,
not, becaufe philéfophy, could not be under~-
B fteod



mafters, but it was always my opnmon,,,that

wg have been more happy at inventing” than |

"'ﬁ'ood in thc Greek lmguage. or .by. ﬁf“k i

the Greeks, or that we have improved on what” ‘

ever we havc received from themy which they. !

‘have thought worthy their care aad pams For
with regard to manners and a:con!cny, family
and home affairs; We certainly now manage
¢hemwith more elegance, and better than thcy ;
but our Ar;ccﬁors have, beyond all dxfputc

form’d the republic on better laws and cuftoms.
Whgtthalll fayof our#ilitagy "ahﬁ inwhich,

as our anceftors excéll’d them much'in valour fo
more in difcipline: As to thofe things which
are attaiped not by ftudy, but nature, mnor
Greece, nor any nation, iscomparable with
them; for with whom was there that gravity,
that fteadinefs, that greatnefs of foul, probity,

faith? fuch diﬂingui(hcd virtue of every kind, -

as to equal them with ours? Greece excell’d
us in learning, and all kinds of litterature, agd
it was eafy to do fo where there was no coms
petition ; for amongft the Greeks their poets
were the ancienteft {pecies of their learned. Of
thefe Homer and Hefiod were before - the

foundation of Rome; Archilochus, @*thd‘

reign of Romulus: We received poetry miuch- -

e

later, Livy gave us a fable near five hunrigt $

and ten years after the buxldmg of Rom

l



of M. T.CICERO, 3

th# cﬂ;{n]ate of £, Claudms the fon of Caecug,
- ahd M,Tudxtanus a year before the birth of
nius, who was older than Plautus and Ne-

' vms.
{ g

II. It wa;s th)Ercfore latg “before . poets were
~ either known or received ‘m‘oqgﬁ us; tho’ we
| fidld in the Origin that the guefis ufed to fing, af
their entertainments, the praifes *of famous
men, to tht found of the flute; but a fpeech
of Cato’s.{Bews fuch to have been in no great
¢ efteem, in which he cenfures Marcus Nobilior,
, for cartying pocts with him into hisprovince:
, for that conful, as we know, carried Ennius
with him into Ftolia. Therefore the lefs efteemi
}we(s were in, the lefs were thofe {tudies pur-
fihed: Not but had there been amongft us any
f great abilities that way, they would net
Ve bqen at all inferior to the Greeks. Do we

5 '»77‘ 0

s

ins, a man of the firft quality, to paint, we

ld have been without many Polycletes and
rrhalius’s:, Honour nourifhes art, and glory

s the fpur with all to fiudies ; thofe frudiesare.

lways neglected, which area kind of difgrace

$0 ﬁ, The Grecks held vocal and inftrument- !

al mufick as the greateft erudition, and there-

t is recordtd of Epaminondas, who, in

pion; was the firft man amongf’c the

‘ B2z 4.4 Greeks,

.é-

»

‘ i ne that, had it been commendable in Pa- +
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4 The Tufculan Dilputations Boo\’q I.
- Greeks, that he play’d excellently on the flutte 5

and Themiftocles fome years befor was
~ deemed ignorant becaufe he refufed at an en-\

- tertainment to play on the harp. Foj that rea- "5,
fon muficians flourith’d in Greg‘ce,\and it was |
a general ftudyr; and whoever was tnacqiaint-
sd with it, was not look’d on s fully inftruét-
ed in learning” Geometry was in high efteem
with them, therefore none were more honour-
able than mathematicians, but we:.have con-
fin’d this art to bare counting. and meafuring,

1I1.BuT on the contrary, we foon entertain’d |

the orator; no ways eloquent at firft, but pro-

# mer enough for an harangue, he foon became
cloquenf ; for it is reported that Galba, Afri«
canus, and Lzlius, were -men of lcarnwg};
that even Cato was ftudious, who was an age
before them: Then fucceeded the Lepiduse
“Carbo, and Gracchus’s and fo many greatg
orators after them, even to our times, that we
werevery little, if at all, inferior to the Qrecks?-

~ Philofophy was at a low ebb to this prefent
time, and had no affiftance from our 6wn-lﬁn-\
g;iage, which I have underraken to raife and
illuftrate ; that, as I have been of fervice t&“my\'
" couatrymen, when employ’d in public affairs,
1 may, if po@ib]e,,bc fo to tiem in my retire~
ment: In this I muft take the more pains, ke.
L4 . caul

% §

R sy



‘1. ofM.T.CICERO. g
cafufe mmy books are faid to be written inac-
ﬂy by thofe excellent men, but no great
‘feholars: For indeed it may be that a man gay
think well, xand yet not be able to exprefs po-
litely his fhmxghts, bat for any to publifh
his thoughts which he can neither methodife,
nor 1lluﬁratc, nor entertain hi¥ reader, is an
unpardorﬂblc abufe of letters and retirement :
They therefore read their books to one ang-
ther, an& are never taken up By any but thofe
who claimy the fame privilege’ of - writing.
threfiré‘ if oratory has acquired any repu-
tation, ff¥m’ my application to it, I (hall with
\ more pains open the fountains ofﬁhllofophy

‘from which flow’d all the advantages of the
thheg. But,

H IV. As Ams'rOTLE, a man of ‘excellent
ﬁ;arts, abundangin all knowledge; being moved
{at the 'gldry?noﬁ the rhetorician IIocratcs,
commcnged a teacher of youth, and join'd

_ phnlofophy with eloquence: So it is my defign
not to lay afide my former ftudy of oratory,
/‘@nd yet employ myfelf in this greater and morg
i fnmﬁil art; ’Tﬁ always thought, that to'be
dx abl%tb '!'peak copioufly and elegantly on the
tq&ﬁlons, was the moft con- .

& ( ; to which fubject I have
e dfﬁgemiy app]y’d myfelf, that Lhave already
s B3 4 ventured

-
.




3 } 6 YZe 7 ﬁzdan Dﬁymmm
" ventured: to have fchools, like ithe Grcc}‘fs
As lately when you left us, having muny of
my friends about me, I attempted at my Tuf-
culttm,what I could do in that way ; for as I for-
merly praclifed declaxmmg,whxch nobody conti-
-nued longer than myfelf, fo thisds to be now the
- declamation of my old age. I ordered one to
propofe fomething he would have\difcufs’d:
I difputed on that, either fitting or, walking,
* T have compil'd the {chools, as th: Greeks
call them, of five days, in as. many books ;- it
was in this manner. When ‘bc whe |was the |
hearer, had faid what he though.p proper, . I
difputed againft him ; for this is, you know,
the old an®Bocratic method of dxfputmg againt
another’s opinion; for Socrates :.hought the &
Probablc might thus the eafier be got.at.” Buj
to give you a better notion of our dl{pumubn‘
1will not barely give you an aecount.of
but reprefent them to you as they were carm:d
on; therefore let the mtmduéhon be thus. -

V. 4. To me death fecmsto be ankevil. N

: Wh%t, to thofe who are already dead? or h

thofe who muft die? 4. To M Itxs,aupf
fery then, becaufe an evil? 4. @ctfnnly';g{ '

. Then they, who muft foon: die, and, who &

die fomcnme or other, are both # X

Souappcargtomc M. Then all are mife '

bt




} ' s

-3»

m&N ng T. C!CERO

4. E\wrj one. M. And indeed;if you nrcwnﬁﬂ-.
entwith yourfelf, all that are already born,
ﬂidlw are not only miferable, but alwaysvg
befo; ﬂ)r fhould you maintain thof- only to be
. miferable, who muft die, you would not except
sany one living; for all muft die; but there fhould
be an end"of mifery in death, Bat fecing that the
deadarenpfcrabl'qwe areborn toeternal mifery;
fonthey myft of confequence be rmfcrablc whg
died a }*usdrcd thoufand years dgo ; or rather
all that have been 4. Sofindeed I think.
feeél’}cn

M, Tejl are you afraidwof

\mvés;'iof.Eocytus the' paflage over Acheron,
. Tantalus expiring With thirft, whilg the water

gmﬂru M‘r or xyphns, S

v

with arduous toil togain. e

r" TM fmt’ o/ ‘the mount ig vain 2
) thé inexorable jadges,

,,“.

fore Gracian judges, Do=
“muft plead for yoarfeif

- - eal A&mbly You dre

o k” .Cerbﬂﬂu MD\V tllc marlﬁg .

i

| d mltdamant!ms‘ before whom noe -
r M. Anto ms can defend you jnor, |
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you not believe them? 4. Not in the leatt.
M. 1am forry to hear that. 4. Why, lqbcg?
y Becaufe I could have been very eloguent.in
fpeaking againft them. 4 And who could
not on fuch a fubject? or, what occafion is
there to refute thefe monflers of the«poets ancl,;x
‘painters > M. And yet, you have : “books, of
philofophers full of arguments agamﬁ thefe.
A. Idle enough truly! for, who is fo weak as
to be conceri’d about ‘them ? 1{! If then
there are none miferable in the i a%'egnoﬁs,
thefe muft be none there. A, altoge-
ther of that opinion.’ M., ‘Where then are
- thofe you “call mxﬂi‘abYe’ or what.;ohm do
they inhabit ? if they ‘are‘at all, they muft be
fomewhere? A. Findééd am of opinion; they
care no where. M. Therefore: are’ none
fuch. 4. Even fo, and yet théy are mifera-
ble for this very teafon, that they aresnotat
all. M. T had rather now that you had been
. afraid of Cerberus, than tos{peak thus inaccu-"
3 utely‘ A Why {o? M. Becaufe you ad-
'rmt him to be, who is' nc:%q where is your fa-

ity?  When you fay one is mi € blo,wym

 fuch an one is; when he ‘¥t '( o . A lam
" not o, abfurd as to fay that. it mn ¥
you fay then? - 4. I fay, ﬂr mﬁance,
‘Craffus is miferable in-being depriv'd qﬁ&b
great riches, by death, ThatCI-

. A gy
R I _h‘y“’.‘f‘—“l A




1 4romfnch loryandhcnw |
it all are rgnforable vho :
of this light.. . You are co
bout to thn fame thing, for"to be m era
lmphcs eﬁmce 3. but you jd& NG
denied th thedeahad any eXiftence; if they |
are not, they can be nothing, and if fo, not
miferable. " A. Perhaps 1 do not exprefs what g
I.mean, for 1 lopk upon this very thing not a5
exift, after &avmg been, to be very mxfmble.

M. What, fo,éth notto have been at
all? ¢ oic P aoudke boom, w*

"% g L
mifer: le, bmuﬁtmat;a dwc
felves; if, we are to. 2
ch,mnferablc

mfm wf”'; W




" do you look on ma& zmm“ui
‘ 2 ouf diftrels me  with’ a’ﬁwﬁrd
fory arf! I .will’ not Ht'y‘anef iferable
seneral, but mxfcraﬂe- thiss ‘that they

e not. M. Y6u do'not m ; Crafus
, 1(oraHe ‘but-only m ble" M. Graffs,
: E!Jdentlz fo. (M.’ As if ‘it did, ot nqw,
t whatevey you declare in that manner, e!-

en‘i‘ {hall M a
en therefore bu dn[cra |
 cither ﬁty‘thza,that Grgﬂhs- ‘
ablc;ﬂlat fome }Udgmcq e made
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| VIII WO you glot then pgrcewehm‘
| greatap evil you have deliver’d human
from? A, By what means? M. Becau W
if to die is miferable to the dead, to live wonf‘
be a kind. of infinite and eternal mxfery Now
I fee agoal, which when I kave reach’d, there
would nothing more to be feared; but you
feem to meto follow the opinion of Epicharmus,
a man of Yome difcernment, and fharp enought
for a Sicilian. A What.opxqmn ? for I do not
recolle it. ill tell you if I.can, in
‘Latin, for, you kn_ow am no more ufed to
bring i Latin fentences in a Greek dj cour[g, #

than Greek in a Latin one. ,that is
right enough; but what  i8, thaxt op‘lbpn of
Eplchu'mus? >

M. I would 7iot die, but ” g & \? 1
ﬁw not concerned that 1 _/baﬂ bedead.”
4. 1pov ;cco!hét the §reck but fince you

tely, is a ftate
where
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x2. The Tufenlan Difputations Book I
where you grant there is no evil; o that to be
_‘obliged todie can be no evil ; fof that is to ar-
@"" tjve there where we allow noevilis: 4. I
beg you will be more explicit on this; for
thefe fubtle arguments forceé me  fooner to a
- conceffion than convifion : But what are
thofe more impottant thmgs you whdertake ?
M. To teach you, if I can) that death s not
only no evil, but a good. 4. I do not infift
on that,-but thould be glad to hear, for thould
you not prove your point, yet, you may_prove
that death is no evil: But T will net interrupt
. you, I fhould like to hear a continued dif=
Lo \ M. What,if 1 thould afk ybu a
quﬁhon, tvould you not anfwer? 4 That
has'pride in it ; but I would rather you {hould
;x ot afk, whllt Wherc nccefﬁty requires.

IX M I will comp]y with you, ng.
'5%' plam as well as I can, what you require; bt
ot like the Pythian Apollo, that what fy
?‘5 mu'ﬁ ‘be infallible ; but as a mere man, endea-
_ meng‘at probuabilities,- by con)q&ure, qug{ :
W have o ground to proceed f ther
. probebility,, Let them deal i in demo
e ;-'theym erceive tbmﬁthdyah :
1% and wha@rnclaxm themfelves phﬂofopheu,ﬂq
profeffion, ‘AﬁDo as you pleafe, m*aretﬁ@
to hear you\ M. The firft_thing is to en-)
\i( . - ‘_,'v'»:f""".\;"' vg;:' gm

9 o g Peta
- ' ? v 4 s Fodk. '*."-‘
i L AN s
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the feparatlon of'the foul fftom the bodg T .
- that there is no fuch feparation, but that fo
and body ﬁ%rlfh fogether, and that the foul is
cxtmgm[hd with the bodv Of thofe* who
admit of tbe foul’s s feparation, fome are foﬁis
immediate departure, fome that it continues a i
time, otheys for ever: There is great dlfpute'
even what the foul is, where it is, 1nd whence
it is.deriv’d : #With fomc the heart xtfclf
~feems- to e the foul, ﬁhcncc the evprcfﬁon‘ﬁ
out of heart, bad hearted, and of eme heart; 3*
and that prudwt Naﬁca toace confdl, was
éall’d Corculus, 7. e, wife heartYﬂ E)ln}
Sextus, a man of noble heart. 4¥m edoc
imagines the Leaft’s b)ood to bc the fouls
with others, a certain part of thc brain fecn‘ﬁ ‘
to be ‘the throne of the {o;tl others neither b
; allow the heart nor a certain’ part of the brain
tmpe the foul; but fome would have the heart
to be the feat and manfion of*the foul ; others, ?
“the brain. bo would have thedoul, or fpirit,
to be air, as we genéraﬂy do ; the namée gg
o mg gucb for we fay to breath, toex-
ﬁg, to be animated; &c. and the Latinl word
f*%gbc f%:t lmphabrcatb %'he Soul feems ,
e Stoic, to be fire But what 1
( M faid of ﬂ&e heart’s tﬂooa gnr, and fire, are

q w °Pm‘°“$ the reft are;icnets of parti-
By ped T o culars,

o
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cian and philofopher; he maintains a certain

~ intenfion of the body, like what is called har-
. mony in mufic, tc be the foul. Thas from the
ﬁwﬁgurc and nature of the body, varidus motions
£ are excited, as founds from an inftryment. He
 Ttuck clofe to-his profeﬂion and yet he faid
fomething, “whatever it was, which had been

. faid and explain’d s great while _before by

- s"“ Plato, Xenocrates denied that the . foul had
any ﬁg\rc, or a,,, v thing like matter ; but faid
it was ber, the power of which, as Py«
ﬁafgor&?h 'ght for}:xe ages before, was the
rmtcﬁ in"nature : Elis mafter Plato had ima-

in’d a three-fold foul ; the chlcf 7, e. reafon
%he had lodg’d in the head, as in a tower;and

; X The lateft is Anﬁoxenus both muﬁ- '

being wnllmg to feparate the other twoy he |

,,;? placed anger in the breaft, and defire under*
k “the precordia.  But Diczarchus, ina difcourfe
" of fome learned dxfputants held at Corin
“which he gives us in three books ; in the ﬁf&
of which he makes many fpeakers 3 in the oth
~ two he introduces a certain Pherecrates, an o
. man of Phthios, who, as he faid, was defmnﬁ-
ed from Deucalion ; aﬂ'crtmg,.th!t”’ there is

{

th, |

in fa@ no foul ; and that it is a 'name, with- ! j

out’a meaning ; and that itisidleto fay, anlmaﬁ

\!

|
|
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is there any—dﬁng bsﬁdcs qm {
fathioned, 2s to live and i
from the ccmpcramre of nawp I
rto all botb in parts and induftr
)_ha i bragcd
four knaﬁu fer: of prin
things deduce their origi nal
a certain fifth nature _frg)m vhence co
foul for to thmk forefee, kqm, ot

to;avcnt apy thing, and manyNg r i

memher tolove m hate defi;

m none o



ta ntu Book 1
effed every

of vefe optnions is true, fome
ie: The great queition with

Sl'ﬁﬂ we determine b%ccn them ;
r return togprfubje&? A. 1 conld wilh both,-
soffible; but#t is difficult to mix them;
ore, if without a difcuffion of them we can
rid of the fears of death, let us proceed: to
ofo but if thisis not to be done withdut explain-
~ ing the queftion about fouls, let us have that
. now, the other, another time. M.'1 take
~ that to be beft, which I perceive you are in-
E.’ clm'd‘l\* for re;Abn will evince, that let either
' ‘{ have ftated be true, death can-
: ... For, if eithér the heart, the
_ blood, or Jerign, be ;he foul, certainly, as cor-
" poreal, it 11%101 with the féft of the bedy;
f : "'d

EXting ﬁgd if Ariftoxenus’s harmony, dif-

'-‘__V/'tbr for all feeling is loft with life, and
- where there is no fenfation, nothing can inter-
re to affe@ us: The opinions of others are

! *'bas the moft appearance of

it will be difperfed ; if ﬁrag? 5

thh,m if itis any plcafutc thwa -
’ ‘ 1s, _

|

!
{

ncerted. What fhall I fay of Dxczarcyﬁw;
h .demqg there is any foul ? In all thefe o=
i fh:rc is nothmg to affe& any one after

i
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~evil, 1.do not fy, the immediate deprivation
o fcdfc but, thyt we fhall be deprived. M.
*I have the beft authority in fupport of the o-
pinion you defire to have eftablifh’d, which
ought, and generally has, glleat welght in all
cafes. And firft, 1 have all anthuxty on that
fide ; which ﬁxe nearer it is to 1;s origin and
divine defcent, poffibly by that difcerns truth
the clearer: This very thing theyf, was adopt-
ed by allghofe ancients, whom Ennius calls, in
the Sabine tongue, Cafci; that in death ‘there
was a fenfation, and that, when men departec
thizJife, they were not fo entirely deftroyed,
as :){pcn folutely. And this may appeai
ny other things, fo from the pon-
tifical 1y, ana fyneral obfequies, which men
enfe had not been fo folicitous a-
fageed from any injury with fuck
fevere laws, buk from a firm perfuafion, tha
death was not {o entire a deftru@ion as to leay¢
nothing remaining, but a certain tran{migration
as it were, and change of life; which ufually
conveyed the illuftrious of both fexes into hea-
ven, confining others to the earth, but fo as ftill
to exilt. From this, and thc fcnnments of thq
Romans, |

' In beaven Ramulas with Gpds now. h'ues. \
Eanius faith, on commor. report ‘Hence
_Hercules is held fo grcat aqd propitious a god
- amongfi

S0

&l k
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amongﬁ the Greeks, from whom we received
him, as he is alfo by thofe who inhabit the
borders of the Ocean. Hence Bacchus whs
deificd, the offspring of Semele; and from the
fame illuftrious fame we receive Caftor and
Pollux, ds gods, who are reporéed not only to
have help€d the Romans to victory in their
battles, but to have been the meflengers of
their fuccyfs: What? Ino, the daughter of>
Cadmus, 1s fhe not called Lucotbea by the
Greeks, and Matuta, by us? What? is not
all heaven {not to dwell on particulars) fill’d as
it were, with the offspring of men? 2

: S

XIII. Should I attempt to feart¥l ipte anti._.
quity, and produce from :{%ihat the
Greek_writers have affered; it would appear °
that even thofe who are called fheitprincipal

gods, went from henceinto héaven: Examine .
the fepulchers of them which are fhewn in
‘Greece ; recolle, as you are initiated, what -
is delivered in_the myfleries? then will you
perceive how. extenfive thisdoctrineis. But they
who were notacquamtcd with phyfics, (for they
began to be in vogue many ages after) had no
higher conyiction, tiaan what natural reafon.
could give them; they were not in poffeffion
of the reafon dnd caufe of things; they were
often induced by wtam vifions, and thofe ge-:
: s C D R nemﬁy

o
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? 20 The Tufeulan Difputations Book I.
nerally in the night, to think that they were
ftill alive, who had departed from this life. And
tBis may further bebrought as an irrefragable
argument, that there are Gods, in that, there
never was any nation {o barbarous,.not a fin-.
gle inftance of-that favagenefs, as to b; without
fome notion of Gods : Many have'wrong no-
tions of the Gods, that may proceed fromebad
<uftoms, yet all allow there is a cegfain divine
nature and gnergy ; nor doth this proceed from
converfing together, or confent of parties; itis
not an opinion eftablifhed by law ; and in every
cafe #Qe confent of all nations, is to be look’d
ure : Who is there then that
the lofs of his friends, princi-
agining them deprived of the
f life " Take away this opinion,
with it all grief; for no one
grieves on his owN account. Perhaps we may
“be flightly affected, and uneafy; but that bitter,
lamentation, and thofe bewailing tears have
their caufe from our apprehenﬁons, that he,
whom we loved, is dcpnved of the advantages
of life, and is fenfible of it. And weare led to
this opinion by nature,. without learning, or
the dcdu&itms of reaton,

National Library, Kolkata

T

XI’V But the greateft argument is, that
nature herfelf gives a filent judgment, in
favour of the xmmgmﬁtymhe foul, in that,

“G't

& dg’
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+*Book I. ofM.T.CICERO. 21
all are anxious, and greatly fo, in what relates
to futurity,

Oune plants, what future ages /ball enjoy,
as Statius faith in his Synephebi. What has fle
aneye toin this, but that he isinterefted in pofte-
rity ? Shall thc induftrious hufbandman then
plant tregs, the fruit of whichi*he (hail never
fee? and ﬁmll not the great man found laws,
inftrtutes, a republic? What doth the pfocrca-
tion of chifdren imply ? the contmmng a name;
adoptions, the exaétnefs in wrising wills? .
what the infcriptions on monuments, or elo-
gies? but *that our thoughts run on futurity?
There is nodoubt buta judgmcmmay beform-
ed of nature in general, from théfg ofthe beft
natural dtfpoﬁtmns? and what is a better na- -
tural difpofition in man, than tBol'e difcover,
who look on thenifelves Born for the pwte&mn,
prefervation, and affiftance of others? Hercu-
les went to heaven, he never had gone thither,
.had he not, whilft amongft men, fecurd that
road to himfelf: Thefe are of old date, and
have, befides, the fan&wn of religion.

i Whas, dqyoulmgmn fo mayaad
fuch great men of our republic, who have fa-
crific’'d their lives for its ggod, tbongbz that
their names fhould not continue beyond: their
lives? None ever encountered death for their

C 30 it counry
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country, but'under a firm perfaafion of im-
mortality! Themiftocles might have lived at
his eafe : fomight Epaminondas, and, not to look
abroad for inftances and among(t the ancients,

T miyfelf might : But I know not how therc

adheres to our minds, a certain ‘prefage of fu-

ture ages; and ‘this both exifts mofty and ap-
pears cleareft, in men:of the befteparts, and
greateft fouls. 'Take away this, and whols fo

‘mad as to fpend his life amidft toi® and dan-

- gers?'1 fpeak of thofe in power. What were
the poets views but to be enobled after death ?

Whence then have we,

Bbbold old Egnius bere, ‘who er]l
Thyfathvs great exploits rebears'd.

" He Chalienged the reward of glory, from thofe
whofe anceftors hé had enobled And thus the
famc poet, *

- Let none w‘lsb.tear: my funeral grace, for I

" Claim from my works an immortality.
Why do I mention poets? the very mechanicks-
are defirous of fame after “death : Why did
Phidias include a model of himfelf, in the
fhield of Minerva, when he was not allow’d
to inferibe his name on it? What ‘did” our
Philofophers mean, when they put their
‘names to thofe very books they wrxte on the
:ontcmpt of glory? lf thcn,.umvexfal con-
fent

T
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fent ¥ the voice of nature, and it is the ge-
neral opinion every where, that thofe who have
quitted thls life, are till interefted in fomething ;
we muft fubfcribe to that opinion.  And if We
think men of the greatelt abilities and virtue
fee cleareft into nature, as her mo (g fe& work
it is very®psobable, as every gr*an‘-eﬂdca.
vours mof? for the public goodNghat there is
'fomethmghc will be fenfible of after dc’ath

XVL But as we natarally think thcrc arcGods,
and what they are, we dxfcovex:by reafon; fo, by
the confent of nations, we are induced to be-
lieve, that our fouls fucvive 5 but where their
habitation is, and what they dre, muft be
learned from reafon ; the want of whxch prw-,
ledge, has given rife to the mfemuls ‘and birth
to thofe fears, which “you fct;x* not with?
out reafon, to defprc For our bodms ‘l
ing to the ground, and bemg coverqd R
earth, from whence they are [aid to be i xn;cg ed,
have occafioned them to imagine that t,be dead
continue, the remainder of theiy cmﬁcncc, un-
der ground ; which opimon of thclrs has
drawn after it many €rrors ; which the poets
have increafed ; for the Theatre crowded with-
women and children, has been gredtly éﬁ'e&’cd'
on hcarg'nﬁg th;fc 'Pempou& verrw‘ AL =
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Lo ! bere I am, who [carce mld gain thig

place, _

Thro’ flony mountains, and a drtary wafle;

* Thro' clifts, whofe fbarpend flones tremend.
ous bung,

Where dreadful darknefs [pread itfelf around.
and the error ‘prevail’d fo much, “hich in-
deed at prcf&, feems to me, to be removed,
that altho’ they knew the bodies were burned,
yet they conceived fuch things to be done in
the infernal ‘regions, as could not be executed
or imagined without a body; for they could
not apprehend, how unbodied fouls could ex-
ift ; and therefore, they look'd out for fome
fhape or ﬁgurc From hence all that account of
the dead in Homer ; hence my friend Appins
framcd his Necromancv, hence the lake of A-
vernus, in my neighbourhood ;

.ﬁ'om whence the fouls of undiftinguifi’d
ﬁa 1pe,

" No mortal blood ; rufl from tbe open gate

OF Acheron, m:a’ to this world efcape.

- And they muft needs have thefe appearances

[penk, whzch is not pofible, without a tongue,
@ palate, jaws, without the help of lungs and

des, or without fome fhape or figure; for
 they could fee nothing by their mind alone,
+  they referr'd all to their eyes, Tg withdraw
the.
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evidently be, that fouls, admitting them to be
animals, 7. e: tobreath, or of the nature of fire,
muft mount upwards Bat thould the foul be
a number, which it is faid to be, with more
fubtlety than clearnefs; or that fifth nature,

rather without a name than not underftood ;
ftill it isetoo pure and perfect, not togetat
a great dift&nce from the earth.  Something of
this fort, then the foul is, that fo active aprm-‘
ciple thould not lie immerged in the heart or’

brain ; or, as Empedocles would have it, in the
blood. ;

XVIIL WE will pafs over Dicaarchus,
with his contemporary, and fellow~difciple
Ariftoxenus, both indeed men of learning,
One of them feems never to have been affe&t-
ed with grief, a8 he could not perceiye, that he i
had a foul ; the other is fo pieafed withhis mu-
fical compoﬁnons, that he endeavours to Thew

-an analogy betwixt them and fouls. We may
underftand harmony to arife from the intervals
of founds, whofe various compofitions occafion
many. ha.r;nomcs, but I do not fee how a dif-
pofition of members, and the figure of a body
without a foul, can occafion harmony ; he had
better, lqrned as he iz, leave this to his mafter

',Auﬂotlc, andfollow his ‘tradc, as a mufician ;

\ R -\‘, 4 : good
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good advice is gwen him in that Greek pro-
verb,
. Apply your talerm, where you 6:/3 are ﬁzll’ d.

3. will have nothing at all to do with that fortu-
itous concourfe of individual light, and round
corpufcles, notwithftanding Democritus in-
fifts on their Beéing warm, and avith breath,
4, e. having life, But this foul, fhéuld it con-
fift of cither of the four principles, fyom which
*we deduce all things, is of inflafned air, as
feems particularl‘y'm have been the opinion of
Panztius, and muft neceffarily mount upwards;
for air and fire have no tendency downwards
and always afcen& So fhould they be diffi-
pated that maft be at fome diftance from the
carth ; but {hould ‘they remain, and preferve
 their ftate ; *it is clarcr ftill that they muft be
* carried heaven-ward ; and this grofs and con-
crete air, which is neareft the earth, muft be
divided and broke by them; for the foul is
warmer, or rather hotter than that air, which
1 juft now call’d grofs and concrete; which is
evident from this, that our bodies compounded
of the terrene kind of principles, grow warm
by the heat of thc foul.

m I add, ﬂntthc fmﬂ may .the eder
 efcape from this air, which I have often named,
mﬁ brcak thro’ it; bccaufe notlgng is fw:fter
A : ~ than

o
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than the foul ; no f{wiftnefs is comparabh to
that of the foul which, thould it remain un-
- corrupt, and wu;hout alteration, muft neceffa-,
rily be carried with that vc’locxty, as to penetrate
and divide all this region, where clouds, and
- rain, and Wmds are formed ;. yvhlch by means

of exhalatighs from the earth is moift and
~ dirk: Which region, when the foul has once
got above? and falls in with, and perceives a ,
nature like its own, being compounded of thm
air, and 2 moderate folar heat, it refts with
thefe fires,eand endeavours no higher flight,
For when it has attained a lightnefs and heat
like its own, it moves no more, balanced, as it
where, between two equa wexghts - *That
then is its natural feat where it hag- peneﬁ:rated
to f'omethmg like itfelf, where wanting nothing *
elfe, it may be fupported and maintained by
the aliments, which nourih and maintain the
flars. As we are ufed to be incited to all forts
of defires, by the ﬁlmulus of the boﬂy, and
the more fo, as we envy thofe ‘who are in pof-
{effion of what we long for, we fhall certainly
be happy, when with this body we get n,d of
thefe defires and provocatives ; which is our
cafe at prefent, when, difmiffing all other
cares, we curioufly examine and look into any
thing; wh#;hmﬂmu thendomthgreamrmfca
and employ ourfclvcs cnurely in viewing and

b T | - confidering
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conﬁdcrmg things ; becaufe there is naturally
in our minds, a certain n;[atlable deﬁre of fee~
ing truth ; and the very region itfelf, where we
*thall arrive, as it gives us a more intuitive
view of celeftial things, will raife our defires
after knowlcdge For this beaoty ‘of the hea-
vens, even heré on earth, gave itth to that
philofophy, which Theophraftus ®alls an ih-
heritance, both from father and mogher ; great-
* ly raifed by e defire of knowlcdgc? But they
will in a'part:cular manner enjoy this, who,
whilft inhabitants of this world, yncloped in
darknefs, were defirous of looking into thefe
thmgs with the eyc of their mind.

XX For, if they now think they have at-
., tained fomething, who have feen the mouth of
® the Poatus, and thofe ftreights, which were
~ pafied, by the fhip called Argo, becaufe,
E From Argos, fbe did chofin men convey,
- Bound, to fetch back the golden fleece their prey,
Or they, who faw the fireights of the ocean,
. Where the fwift waves divide the neigh-
B bouring fhores,
By Of Europe, and of Africk. b o B
3 - What kind of fight then, do you imagine that
" to be, when the. whole carth is viewed? not
only in xts poﬁuon, form, and” boundaries ;
” T thofe '

| .l, ] e .' . e J N
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thofe parts of it that are habitable, but thofe
allo that lie cultivated, thro’ the extremities of
heat and cold: For what we now fee we do
not view with our eyes; for body itfelf has no"
fenfation : But as the naturalifts, nay, even
the phyﬁcmns aflure us, who have opened our
bodies, and gxamined them; -there aré certain
perforated cnals, from the feat of the foul to
the efes, egrs, and nofe; fo that frequently,
when either prevented by meditation, or the * -
force of fome bodily diforder, we neither hear
nor fee, tho’ our eyes and ears are open, and
in good condmon fo that we may eafily ap-
prehend that it is the foul that fees and hears ;
not thofe parts, which are but windows*to thc
foul ; by means of which the foul can perceive
nothmg, uniefs the is on the {pot, and exerts
herfelf. How fhall we account, that by the
fame power of thinking, we comprehend the
moft difficult things; as colour, tafte, heat,
fmell, and found ? which the foul could never
know by her five mcﬁenger,s, unlefs every
thing was referred to it, and the was fole Jjudge:
of all. And we fhall certainly difcover “thefe -
things, clearer, and more perfec, wpen ‘the
foul, difengaged from the body, fhall. arrive,
there, where nature leads for at prcﬁ:nt, not-
thhﬁandlﬁg -nature has cpntnvcd ‘with. dac

greatcﬁ:
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greateft fkill, thofe canals, which lead from
the body to the foul ; yet are they, in fome

«way or other, ﬁappcd up with conerete and ter-
rene bodies: But when we fhali be nothing but
foul, nothing will mterfcre, 0 prevent our
fecing every thing as it is.

o'

XXI. It is troe1 mxght be verly large, did
the fubject require it; on the mamv and vari-
ous objects the foul will be entértained with
in thofe hieavenly regions ; when I reflect on
which, I am apt to wonder at the boldnefs of
fome philofophets, who ate fo ftrack with the
knowledge of nature, as to thank, in an ex-

 ulting manner, the firt inventor of natural

-~ philofophy, and reverence him as a God: For

- they declare themfelves freed, by his means,
~ from the greateft tyrants, a_perpetual terror,
‘and a fear that molefted them, by night and

day. What is this dread? this fear ? what

old woman is there fo weak as to fear thefe
~_ things, which you, forfooth, had you not been
~acquainted with phyfics, would ftand in awe of ?

The hallow’d roofs of Acheron, the dread,

. Of Orcus, and the pale fejour of the dead.
W doth it become a ‘philofopher to boaft
* that he is not affraid of thefe, and has

: di&avcred them to be falfe?' Hence we
. may know how acute they were by na-
. ture, who mthout learning, had given into

' i e thefe
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36 The Tufculan Difputations Book 1.
heavens would be overfet, and all nature ftand
ftill, nor be able to acquire any force, by the
* impulfe of which, it might be firft fet in moti-
on. Seeing then it is clear, that whatever
moves itlelf, is eternal ; can there be any
doubt that the foul isfo ? for thaf & inanimate,
- which is moved by an external force; but
every animal is moved by an ipterior force,
* anditsown. For this is the peculiar nature
aﬂd power of the foul ; which, 'if its the pro-
perty of the foul. alone, to have felf-motion,
certainly it never had a beginning, and is e-
ternal.  Should all the lower order of philofo-
phers, for {o I think they may be called, who
diffent from Plato and Socrates, and that {chool,
unite théir force; they never would be able to
explain any thing {o elegantly, nor even under-
ftand, how artfully this conclufion is drawn.
The foul then' perceives itfelf to have motion,
- and with that perception is fenfible that it is
moved, by its own, and not ‘the agency
of another, and it is impoffible that it
thould ever forfake itfelf; from whence arifes
eternity, unlefs you have fomething to fay a-
ioft it.. A I fhould myfelf be very well
Pleafed nbt to have a thought arife in,my
mu;d agamﬁ: it, T am fomuch mclmcd to that
opinion. - P
o R A ‘ XXIV. M.
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XXIV. M. Iappeal to you, if thefe: arga'
ments that prove there is fomething d;vmem
the {oul, are not as firong ? which divine pro-"
perties, could I account how they begun, I
might alfo, how they might ceafe to be; for I
think 1 cam eaccount how the blood, bile,
phlegm, bores, nerves, veins, all the limbs, and
fhape “of the; whole body were concreted and
made ; nay, the foul itfelf, was there nothing °
more in that than a principle of lifc,"mightbe
put upon the fame footing, as a vine or tree,
and accounted for as naturally ; for thefe, as we
fay, live, Befides, were defires and averfions
all that belonged to the foul, thcy are but in
common with the beafts; but it has, in the
firft place, memory, and that fo infinite, as to
retain numberlefs’ things, which m ‘would
have to be a recollection of a fofme“ﬂ?fey*,ﬁq
in that book which is infcribed Menon, So-
crates aftks a child fome queftions in geome-
try, of meafuring a fquare ; his anfwers are
fuch as a child would make, and yet bis quefti-
ons are fo eafy, that anfwermg them, one by
one, he is as ready, as if he had learned geo-
metry. From whence Socrates would mfer
that learni nnphes only recollc&mn, which
he explains more acnrately, in the dxfcovurfe
he held, the very day he died ; for any one

Py o enlively
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entirely illiterate, to anfwer a queftion well,
that is propofed to him, manifeftly thews that
, he doth not learn it then, but recolleds it by
hi’s’ﬁicmory: Nor is it accountable any other
way, how children come to have notions of fo
‘manyand foch important thmgs as are implant-
ed, or as it ere fealedup in ctﬁexr minds ;
which the Greeks call common®notions, un-
lefs the foul before it entered the body had
been well *ftored with knowlcdve ; for he
bolds th#t not to be, which has a beomnmg
and ending ; and that alone to be, which is al-
ways the fame; as what he calls an idea; wea
quality. The foul then fhut up in the body,
could not difcover, but brought with it, what
it knows: So that we are no longer furprifed
at its extenfive knowledge ; nor doth the fou!
clearly difcover its ideas at its firft refort to this
troublefome and unufual dwelling ; but after
having refrefhed and recollected itfelf, it then
‘by its memory recovers them ; therefore to
learn, implies only to recolle@. But 1amina
particalar manner furprifed at memory; for
- what isthat by which we remember ? whatis its
_force? what its nature ? I am rot enquiting how
lg:eat a mcmory Simonides may be faid to have
hpw great Tb,eodc&cs? hqw great that
whg came ambaﬂ'ador here from Pyr-

~ thus?
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hus? or lately, Charmadas; or very lately,
Sceptius Metrodorus ; how great our Horten-
fius : I {peak of common memory, and prin-
cipally of thofe, whoare employed in any con= *
fiderable ﬁud_y or art, of the capacity of whofe

minds it is hard to judge, thcy remembered
o many thlqgs .

XXV, SilOULD you afk what this leads to?
I think we may underftand what that power
is, (for Plato conftantly maintains the body to
be nothing) and whence we have it. It certainly
proceds neither from the heart, nor blood, nor
brain, nor atoms; whether it be air or ﬂrc |
know not, nor am I, like thofe, afhamed to
own where I am lgnorant thatT am fo. Was
it poffible to determine in any doubtful affair
“T would fwear that the foul, be it air or ﬁrc, ls ﬁ
divine. What? I befeech you, can you ima-
gine fo great a power of memory to be fown
in, or be of the compofition of earth ? or this
dark and gloomy atmofpherc ? tho’ you can-
not apprehend what it is, yet you fee what
kind of thing it is, or if not that, yet you cer-
tamly fee how great it is, What then? thall
we imagine, there 15 a kind of meafure in the
foul, into which, as into a veffel, all we re-
member is poured ? that indeed isabfurd. How
thall we form any idea of the bottom, or an);

L.
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 of fuch a fhape or fathion of the {oul ? or how
any at all of its holding fo much? Shall we
nmgme the foul to reccive impreffions like
“wax, and memory to be marks of the im-
preffionsmade on the foul ? Whate'er be the
_chara&ers of words, what of things themfclves?

" or where is that prodigious 1mmeﬂ{cnefs as to

give xmpreﬁions to fo many thifigs ? What,
laftly, is that power which dll:cwers, and
is called invention. Doth he feem to be com-
pounded of this earthly, mortal, and perithing
nature, who firft invented names for every
thing, which with Pythagoras is_the higheft

~ pitch of wifdom? or he, who colle@ed the

difperTed inhabitants of the world, and called
them together into focial life? or he, who

. Confined the founds of the yoice, which are

infinite to the marks of a few letters? or who
obferved the courfes of the planets, their pro-
greflive motions, their laws? thefe were all
great men; but they wlci‘e greater ftill, who
invented food raiment, houfes; who intro-
duced civility amongf(t us, and armed us a-
- gainft the wild beafts ; by whom being civil-
 ized and polifhed, we proceeded from the ne-
- ceflaries'of life, to its embelh(hmcnfs For

- we have prov:dcd great. entcrtammcnts for the

Gﬂ‘é! by inventing and qﬁaleyxfag the variety
dnﬂ nﬁttﬁ'e of 'founds. 'We view the ftars as

wcll
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well thofe that are ﬁxed, as what ara “balled

quamtcd with their revolutnons and moplonsg
acquaints itfelf that it is like his, who de-
vifed thofe fars in the heavens: For whcn Ar-
chimedes defcnbcd ina fphere, the motions of
the Moon *Sun, and five Planets, he did the
famg with "Plato’s God, in his Timzus, who
made the World ; e adjufted motions of dif-
ferent ﬂownefs, and velbcities, if1 ,Qne circle,
Now allowing that what we fee in"the world,
could not be effefted without: a God 3 Archi-
medes could not have imitated the ﬁme mo-
tions, in his fphere without a dwme fouL :

XXVI. To me indeed, it appear,-that thofe
flodies which arg more known, and in greater
cfteem, are not without fomc divine ener y 2
So that I fearce think a poet who produces an
approved poem, to be without fome - divg‘? :
unpulfc on hismind ; or that oratory, aboun
ing with fonorous words, and fruitful fen-
tences, could flow thus, without fome greater
force. 'What then is philofophy ? which is the
parent of all arts, but as Plato faith, a gxft as
I exprefs it, an invention of the’ Godsp ‘This
taught us- ﬁ;&, the wcrﬁnp of tliem Then
Juﬁwe, whxch at;&s ftom xm;n § bc;ng form’d

info
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into focicty: next modefty, and elevation of
foul. Philofopby difperfed darknefs from our
fouls, as it were from our eyes, enabling us to
fee all thmgs that are above or below ; the be-
ginning, end, and middle of every thing. Iam

_convinced entirely, that what could effeét fo
many, and fuch great things, muit®be divine.

For what is a memory of words fnd things ?
what alfo invention? even that tban which

“nothing greater can be coriceived i a God !

for I do nét imagine the Gods to be delighted
with ne@ar and ambrofia, or with Juventas,
prefenting them with a cup; nor do I pay any
attention to Homer, who faith that Gany-
mede-was carried away by the Gods, on ac-
count of his beauty, to give Jove his drink.
Too weak reafons for doing Laomedon fuch in-
jury ! Thefe were mere mventxons of Homer,

~who gave his Gods the 1mpcrfc&xons of men.

1 with he had given men the perfections of the
Gods! thofe perfections I mean of uninterrupt-
ed health, wifdom, invention, memory. There-

~ fore the foul i is, as I fay, divine; or as Euri-

pides more boldly expreﬁ'es it, a God, And

;  thus if the divinity be air or fire, the foul of

man is the fame: For as that cclcﬁml nature
has nothmg earthly or humid ; fo the foul of
man xs alfo void of all thefe : Byt if it is of

: that

.
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that certain fifth nature, firft introduced by
Ariftotle ; both Gods and fouls are of the fame,

XXVIL As this is my opinion, I have ex-
plained it ig thefe very words, in my book Of
confolation, The origin of the foul of man is
not to besfeund in any thing earthy, for there
. is nothing 4n the foul mixtor concrete, or that
has‘any appearance of being form’d or made
out of the ®carth ; othmg even -humid, airy,”
fiery ; for what is there in fuch ltke natures,
that has the power of memory, underftanding,
or thought ? that can recollect the paft ; forefee
future things ; and comprehend the prefent ?
which are divine properties alone; fior can
we difcover whence men could have thefe,
but from God. There is therefore a peculiar
nature and power in the foul, diftinét from
thofe natures, more known and familiar to us.
Whatever then that is, which thinks, which
has underftanding, volition, a principle of life,
is heavenly and divine, and on that account
muft neceflarily be eternal: Nor can God
himfelf, who is known to wus, be conceived
otherwife, than a foul free and unimbarafied,
diftiné from ali mortal cpncmt,ion, acquainted
with every thing, and giving motton ' to it, it=
{elf cnducd, with perpetpal motion. .

- XXVIIILOf
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XXVIH f)f thxs kind and ﬂ?.tu’rc is the
foul of man, Should you bcaﬂvcd then, what
this foul f" where is your own? or w}nt is
it? wiiat anfwer can I make? If I have not
' fa dties for knowing allthat I could defire to
'kuow, you will-dllow me, I hope,c to make
ufe of thofe I have. The foul is not equal to
thc difcerning of :tfelf yet, the fou!, like the
eyc, tho it has no reflex view of “itfelf, fees
other things: It doth pot fee, (which is ef
 leuftcon fequence) its own fhape perhaps not ;
tho’ it poffibly may ; but we will pafs that by:
But it certainly fees that it has vigour, faga-
city, niemory, motion, velocity, thefe are all
great, divine, eternal propcmes What its ap-
- pearance is," or where_it dwells, is not matter
~ ofenquiry 1 ‘As when we behold, firft the lucid
- appearance of the heavens ; then, the vaft ve-

locxty of its revolutions, beyond the imagina-
- tion of ourthought ; the viciffitudes of nights
. and days; the four-fold divifion of the feafons,

- adapted to the ripening of the fruits of the
*f »] earth, and the temperature of our bodies ; and

 then Jook up to the fun, ‘the moderator and
é",:.r governor of all thefe ; mwthsm ‘by the
“‘ mu'aﬁ'c and decreafe of its light, marking as

o were, and appomuag our. Imﬂy days; and
‘v fce'thc ﬁvc p‘ancts Carrted in t’hc fame circle,
i ‘ _ : dmded
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divided into twelve parts, preferving mvauably
the fame courfes, with diffimular motions a-
mongft themfelves ; and the nightly appears
ance of the heaven, adorned on all fides with
ftars ; then,” the globe of the earth, raifed a-
bove the f;a placed in the centre of the wuni-
verfe, habx;ated and cultivated in its two op-
= pedise extremxtxes ; one of them, the place of
our habxxagon fituated io the north polc, un-.
der the feven ftars.

Where the cold nortbem blafis,. thb horrid
Sfound,

Hardens to icey the jkawqy cowr’d gmual.

The other, the fouth pole, unknowi.to us,
called by the Greeks ayriyfova, other parts,
uncultivated, becaufe either frozeh with cold,
or burnt up with heat; but where we dwell,
it never fails in its feafon,

To yield a placid fy, to bid tbe trees.

Ajam the lively verdure of their leaves :

The wine to bud, and joyful in its floots,

Forddl tb’ appraacbmg mntage of m

fmﬂ?’

The ripen'd m to ﬁng whi, ﬂ all arawxd

Full rw’letrg{ﬂe; cmd ﬂamr: deck tbe ;
. ground. |
Then the muintude of cattle, part for food, |
part for nﬂmv the ground others for carriage,

o e gor

‘o :
i
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46 The Tuferlan Difputations Book I,
for cloathing; and man bimfelf made as it
were on_purpofe to contemplate the heavens
and the Gods, and to pay adoration to them ;
faftly, the whole carth, and wide extending
feas, given to man’s ufe. .

 XXIX. Whea* we view thcfc,. #nd num-
berlefs other things, can we doubmthat fome- .-
thing prefides over thefe, or made them'!"If
«they are madg, as is th  opinion ofPlato: Or
if, as Ariftotle thin ,. they are eternal; fo
great a work, and fo great a blefling, cannot
be fuppofed, without a§d1rc&or “Thus tho’
you fee not the foul of madn, as you fee not

" the Deaty, yet, as you .acknowlcdgc u God,

from his works, fo own the divine power of
the foul, ftom its rcmcmbrmg things, its in-
vention,  the qmckncﬁs of it§ motion, and
from every charm of virtue.  But whcrc is it

=

.and 1 sm bnng you reafons for my opunon ;

5 but of thofe clfcwhcrc At prefent, let the

foul refide where it will, you certainly have

~ one in you. Should you afk what its nature

“is? It has one peculiarly its own: Bat admit-
" mgxttoheofﬁre oraxr,udoﬁf‘nota&'ea
e *qudhonmnly obferve this, as you are
there is a God, tho’ you are igo-
raﬁﬁwhei‘ehe refides, and what {hape he is

Of;

C .
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of; fo you fhould be affured you have a foul,
tho’ you cannot fatisfy yourfelf of the place of
its refidence, nor the fathion of it. In our
knowlcdge of the foul, unlefs we are grofly
ignorant in phyfics, we cannot but be’ fttlsﬁed
that it has nothing but what is fimple unmix’d,
uncompoun®ed ; which admitted of, it can-
ot be fepafated, nor divided, difperfed or
par\a and &therefore not perith ; for to peﬂlh
implies partidg afunder, . divifion,-a difunion
of thofe parts which, whilft it fubfifted, were
held togetheg by forne band. Induced by thefe
and fuch like rcafons, ‘Socrates neither look’d
out for any body to plead for him, when ac-
cufed, nor beg'd any favour from his judges,
but maintain’d a manly freedom, not the ef-
fe& of pride, but of the true greattiefs of his
foul ; and on the laft day of his life; he held
much difcourfe on this fubject; and a few
days before he refufed his liberty, when he
might have been cafily freed from his. confine-
ment, and when he had hold, in a mwner.of
that ‘deadly cup, he fpoke, with an air of one
not forced fd"“ dte but as afoemﬂng into
heaven, = = o *}‘- i s

' )ocx;_-.!:‘om @ -hé*\t"hahg‘iit bimfe‘lf:ig»ﬁa_be,‘
and thus he Harangued. . ¢ That therearetwo -
s ways; and that the fouls of men at their de-
< parture

-
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to reflect on itfelf ? oblige it to converfe with
itfelf, and break off its acquaintance with the
ebody ? to feparate the foul from the body ;
then, what is it but to learn to die? Where-
fore, let me ‘perfuade you, to *meditate on
this, and break off your connc&uon with the
body, 7. e. learn to die. ‘'Fhis xs"’to be in hea-
ven whilft -on earth ; and when we fhgll. b5
cagried  thither frocd from’ thefe chains, our
fouls: will ‘make their way with more eafe:
For they who are always linked thus with the
body, even when difengaged make very {low
advances; like thofe whp. have worn fetters
many years ; which when \ﬁ(hall arrive at, we
fhall then live indeed, for this prefent life is
a death, +which T could lament,"if I might. 4,
You have lamented-it fufficiently in your book
of Confolation ; which, when I read, there is
nothing T dcﬁre more than to leave thefe
things ; but that defire encreafes, by what T
have juft now heard. A2 The time will
come, and that (oon, whether oﬁhang back
or prefs B){whrtl fortﬁhc‘ﬁics. Death is fo
far from an cv'l as it iatcl’y appeared
to you, that I ttlat every th’ing i a
greater evil. tow og; thin ” a more defire-
‘blegood__ ‘T"' :thercb]cltﬁchOd '
| %s ‘éotﬁ“ﬁaalons' of “the Gods. 4.
will not do, as there are fome who will

not

3
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not allow of it.. M. Bat I will not ﬁm
oft difcuffing this point, till I ‘have eonéﬁi
ced you, that death can ‘upon no account be
an evil, * 4. How can it, ‘after what I have *
known? M. Do you afk how it can ? ‘there
are fuch fwarms of opponents; not enly Epi- -
cureans, whom‘l regard very little, but 1 know
st how, almoft every man of letters: but
my favourite 'cha:.xrchus, is. very firenuous
in oppofing the immotality of the foul : Fd!'
he has wrote three books, which are entitled,
Lefbiacks, becaufe the difcourfe was held at
Mitylene, in which be would prove that fouls
are, mortal. Indeed; ‘the Stoics, give us as»
long eredit, as the lifeof araven ; they allow the
foul to exift a great whale, bnt are agamﬁ m
eternity. .

XXXII. Are you wdhng to hear Mﬂ-
lowing this, why death cannot be .an evil ...
A,__As you pleafe ; but no one.(hall force me
from m umnortahg M, 1 cogxmad ygn
mdeodzt that; t.bo' *ﬂ w
onouropmlom&fol"*m,; quently di '
by fome. (o concluon; we i wey
change our °Pl ngs th: : :
evxdcnt bat mtb}f ‘i& s fome oblcuyi

wwﬁﬁw
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well to'be: on our guard, 4. ‘You are right
in that, but 1 wilt pi'o\née againft apy accident
M. Have you any dbjection to difmiffing ou
friends the Stoicks ? I mean thofe, who aliow
#hit fouls txift after they leave the body, bu
‘not always. - 4. Yes, thofe Jgho admit o
the only dxﬂiculty in this cafe, “bat fouls may
exift independent of body; byt reje@ inat
which is not only very probable, but the con
fequence of ‘their own conceflion, that if they
may exift fome time, they may fo forever. M
You take it right; that is the very thxng
fhall we give therefore any credit to Panzxtius
when he diffents from his Plato? whom hx
every where calls divine, the wifeft, the ho
nefteft of men, the Homer of Phx!olophcrs
whom he oppofes, in the fingle opinion o
the foul’s immortality : For he maintains wha
‘nobody denies, that every thing which is ge-
nerated will perith ; that even fouls are. gene-
mpd appears_from the. refemblance to thofc
that begot them ; which is as apparent in the
“turn of ﬁmnmnda.ﬁ their bodies.  But he
‘brings. another reafon ; that there is nothing
; wluch is-fenfible of pain, but may allo fall
ll; but _whatever is fubject to diforders, i
-aﬁﬁjw&th;m foul is fenfible of pain,
jac!mforc it may perith,.

>
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XXXIII Thefe may be refuted ; for ﬁhcx
proceed from his not knowing, that on the
fubje& of the :mm‘om.lxty of the {oul, he
fpeaks of the mind, which fhould be. free of
all turbid motion; not of thofe parts in which
thofe diforders, ,anger and luft, have tbcxt feat;
hich he, whom he oppofes, imagines to be
diftih@ and {parate from the mind. Now
this refemblanee is more remarkable ,in beafts,
whofe fouls are void of reafon: But the like-
nefs in men, confilts more in their pec'fam
and it is of nd little confequence in what bo-
dies the foul is lodged; for there are many
things which depend on the body, that. gme
an edge to the foul, many which blunt it.
Ariftotle indeed faith, ‘that' all men of parts
are melancholy; {orthat I fhiould not haye been
difpleated to have been fomewRat duller than
Lam. He inftances'in many, and as if %
matter of fact, brings his reafons for itz *
if the powerof thofe things  that. proceed
from the body, are fogreatas to influence the
mind (for they are the things, whatever they
are, that ocecafion this likenefs,) it .doth not
neceflarily imply, that a fimilitude of fouls
fhould be borp, I have done with thefe like-
nefles, T with: PMMM&“& 3 he
lived with Africanus ; lwould enquire of wm
s E3 wh:ch
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which of ‘his fargily, the ne hc?of Afncanus s
brothet"’w Tike ? pdﬂibly in perfon like his -
fatber ;" in his manners, fo like the moft a-
bﬁﬂdﬁnc& that none was more fo. Who was
the nephew of P. Craffus like, that wife and
eloquent man, inferior to nonc. Or the ne-
phews and {ons of many othel' xcellent men,
whofe names there is no occaﬁoq to menji~.. {

at what are we doing ? Ha%e we forgot,

‘that our ])urpofc was, when we had fufficient-

‘!y fpoke to the immortality of the foul ; to e-
vince, that, {hould the fouls perith, there could
be, even thcn no evil in death? A1 re-

membered it Vcry well’; but I had no diflike

to your ramblxng a httle from your purgofe

whilft you was talkmg of the foul’ s immor.
tality.

XXXIV M I perceive you have fublime
thoughts, and’ would willingly reach heaven ;
¥ am not without hopes that fuch may be our
fate. But admit what they affert; that the
fouls do not remain after death. 4. Should
it be fo, I fee ourfelves deprived of the hopes
of a happier life. M. But what is there of

~evilin that opinion? let the foul perith as the
“body: Is there any pain, or indeed any feel-
ngatdlm!bebedy after death? no on€ in-

Led
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,_ alfqrts tha:, tho ,Epacqms charga%
mgcnms ‘with @xmg k, but _the difciples of
. Democritus deny it. No fenfe therefore res
~ mains in the foul ; {or the foul is no where
. where then is the evil? for there is nothing
" but thefe two. Ts it becaufe the feparation of
. the foul and bqdy cannot be tffelted wit
pam? but Thow!d that be granwd how |

is that® yet I think that is falfe; and tﬁl& it
is very oftenewithout any fenfe, fometimes
even with pleafure, and the whole-is very
triffling, whatever it is, for it is. inftantancous.
" What makes ‘us uneafy, or rather, gives us
- pain, is the leaving all the good things of life.
- Confider, if I might not more properly. fay, the
evil ; what reafon is there then to b;mxl the
life of man? and yet, I mnght, with very
good reafon ; but what occafion is there, when
I labour to prove that none are miferable after
death ; to make life. more miferable, by la-
menting over it? I have done that in the book .
I wrote, to comfort mylelf as well as I could.
1f then our enquiry is after truth, death with~
draws us from evil, not from good. This:is
indeed fo_copioufly. handled: by Hegefia, the
Cyrenian, that he is faid to have been. forbid
by Ptolemy(;pm publi(hing them in the {chools,
beaufe {fome who heard him, made away
E 4 with
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