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Marcus Tullius Cicero. 
N • ~.~ tI ~ . • . e o • , .... . . ' ., 

BOOK 1. 

On the Contempt of D EAT H. 

i. AS I am, at length, entirely, ~r to a 
great degree, freed from thefatigue of 

defending clients, and the duties of a feoator, I 
li~ve recourfeagain,BR uTus,principally on your 
f.dvice, to thofe ftudies which were never out 

.. 

. . of my mind, but neglected at times, and which 
tafter a long interval I have reaffum'd: And 
iince the reafon and precepts of all arts which . 
elate 0 living well, depend on the ftudy of 

-wifdom, which is call'd philofophy, I have 
. thought of illuftrating this in the Latin tongue, 
,not) becaufe philMophy, could no~ be under .... -
' B !t~o~ . 

. \.~ , 



lions 
.frood in the Greek language, or by . Greek 
mafters, but it was al ways my opinion, tha 
W& have been mo~e happy at inventi[)~/ than . 
the Greeks, or that we have' improved on what .. \ 
ever we have receivd from thenw Vi hich they." \ 
·have thought worthy their care a!'rl I'ains: For 
with regard to mannt.rs and recon my, family 
and home affairs; 'We certainly now manage 
.them with more elegance, and bette than they; 

• • but our Allceftors. have, beyond all dlfpute, 
form'd the republic on b tter Jaws and cufloms. 
W l}1alllfayofou it3lY atr in'whi~!], 
as our ancefiors exc 'd them much'in valour, fo 
more in difcipline: As to thofe things which 
are attained not by fiudy, but nature, nor 
Greece, nor any nation, is comparable with 

-them; for with whom was there that gravitYl 
that fte dinefs, that greatnefs of foul, pro ity, 
faith? fuch diftinguilhed virtue of every kind, . 
as to equal them' with ours? Greece excell'd 
us in learning, and all kinds oflitterature, aQ 

it was eafy to do, fo where there was no com .. 
petition; for amongfi the Greeks their poet9 
were the anclentefi fpecies of their learned. ot 
there Homer and Hefiod were before thd 
foundation of Rome;' Archilochus, in th 
reign of Romulus. We received poetry much', 
later, Livy gave us a fable near five hundred. 

' -and ten years after the building of Rome, in) " -, ( 

, • the' 
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th . confulate of C. Claudius, the fon of Crecu~, 
a d ~ Tuditanus, a year before the birth of 

nnius. who was older tban Plautus and Nre-
vius. 

1 ' ' ft) ) 

1/ II. 0 It w~ th~refore lat~-'before . poets were 
I either known Of received amongft us; tho' we 

f 
fi in the; rigin that the guefts Hfed to fing,at 
their entertainments, the ptaifes ·of famous 

\ , men, to th~ round of the flute ; but a fpeech 
t. of Cato's, (Hews fuch to have been in no great' 
, efieem, in which he cenfures Marclls Nobilior, 
~ for carrying poets with him into hirprovince: 
) for that con[ul~ as we know, carried Ennius 
\~ith 'hirn in:o ~toli a . T.herefore the lefs efieem • 
. F' ets w rc In, the le[s were thore ftud}es puri 
fi ed: Not but, haa there been amongO: us any 

f great abilities that way, they would not 
"ve bet;n at all inferior to the Greeks. Do we 

j magine that, had it been commendable in Fa
ius, a man of the fidl: quality, to paint, we' 
ould bave been without many Polycletes and 
ant a ~us's: Honour nouriilies art, and glory 

1 ~ the fpur with all to Hudies 1 thofe fiudies are' , 
lways .~eglea:ed, which are a kind of difgrace 

, Q ny. 'The Greeks held vocal ami infirumen,t- ! 

~l mufick as the greateft erudition, and th~e- ' , 
fore it is record1::d of Epaminondas, who, in: -. 

opinion, was the firft man amongfl the 
B 2 Greeki', 
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4- The' Tufculatz T5ifputatio'l1s Boo"". I: I 
~eeks, that he play'd excellently on the fl ut\r-; • 
ana Themill:ocles fame years befo~ wa( 
dee~ed ignorant becaufe he refu[e~ at an en":\ 
tertalllment to play on the harp. F o·~ that rea- \ 
fon muficians ftourilh'd ' in Grea:e, and it was 1 

a general fiuds ; and whoever ;"JS nacquaint- ' 
,d with it, was not Iook'd on (1 5 full,y infiruct
cd in learni~g: G~ometry was in high efieem 
with them, therefore none were more honour
able than mathematicians, but we -.have con--fin'd this art to bare counting and mea[uring . 

. , 
III. Bu;:- on the contrary, we foon ente·rt i l'd 

the orator; no ways eloquent at fidl, but pro-
. -"er enough for an harangue, h~ foon became f 

eloquent; for .it is reported that Galba, A[ri ... 
canas, and Lrelius, were ·men of learn l! .g}; 
that even Cato was fiudious, who was an ag1 
before them: Then fucceeded the LePidU5'J 

. Carbo, and Gracchus's and fo many grea 
orators after them, even to our times, that w 
were very li ttle, if at all, inferior to the G reeks 
Philofophy was at a low ebb to 1is re[en 
time, and had no affifiance f;om our own lan
guage, which I have undertaken to .raj[e and 
illufirate; that, as I have b en of [ervlce to m~ 
countrymen, when employ'd in public affa irs . 
I may, if poffible, be fa to tlfem in my retire 
ment: In this I muft take the more pains l '! 

caufc 
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c fe many books are faid to be written inac-

' urat~y, by thof~ excellent men, but no great 
'fcholars: For indeed it m~y be that a man ay 
think well, and yet not be able to expre[s po
litely his thonghts; but for any to pubiifh 

. his thoughts ~hich he C~f} neither methodife; 
nor iUurtrate, nor entertain hIs reader, is an -
unpardo ble abu[e of letters and retirement : 
They therefore read their books to one an -
ther, an are never taken up by any but thofe 
who cl~im. the fame privile~e· of writing. 
Wheretbfe If oratory has acqUJred any repu
tation", f~m' my application to jt, I {ball with 

, more pains open the fountains of ."fhilo[ophy, 
' from which flow'd all the advantages of the 
. ther. But, 

IV. As AItlsToTLE, a man ()f 'excellent 
parts, abund nt in all knowledge; being movcd 
at the glory of the rhetorician Ifocrates, 
commence~ a teacher of youth, and join'd 
philofophy with eloquence: So it is my defign 
not to lay afide my former fiuely of oratory, 
and yet employ myfelf in this greater and more 
fruitful art j for I al ways thought, that to be 
able to fpeak copio fly and elegantly on the 
nl.9ft important quefiions, was the moO: con
fummate phHo.fOphy; · to which fubjetl: I have 
fo diligently apply'd myfelf, that I havo alr.eady 

. . B 3 ventured 



P .. The 1Zifculan Difputations . 
ventured to have {ehools, Ii·e ' the- Gree . s: 
As lately when you left us, having rmny l 
my' friends about me, I attempted at my Tuf
cul~m, what I could. 40 in th~t way; for as I for-
merly praCt iCed declaim~ng, which nobody conti-

-nued longer than my~e1f) fa this~s to b~ now the . 
dec1amation 0 myoId age. I order~d one to 
propofe fomething he would ~ave ~i{cuis'd: 
I di{puted on that, e~ther fItting or walking, 
f have eompiL'd the (chools, as t~ Greeks 
call them, of five days, in as many books; it ' 
was in this manner. When he w hv \was the 
hearer, had faid what he though proper, I 

. difputed againfi him; for this is, y~>u . know, 
'the old ana'Socratic method ~f difputing againft 
another's opinion; for Socrates thought th ~ 
probable might thus the eaGer be got at. . pu) 
to give 10u a better notion of oar difputation1 ... 
I will not bardy give you an aC,count of them I t 
but reprefent them to you as they were carried' I 

on; therefore let the introduCtion be thus. .. 

V. A. To me death feerns to be an evil. AI. 
Wh , to thofe who are already dead? or t 
thofe who mufi die? A. To both. M. It is ami- I 

fery then, becaufe an evil? A. Certainly. M. t 
Then they, who mufi fopn die, and who muil:' 
die fome time or other, are bot.h miferable ? A. 
So U appears to me. ¥. Then all are mifetable? 
'. . . .. - , .. A. Every; 



I' 

ljOOk I. of M. T. CI CERO. 7 
A. Everyone. M. And indeed, if you are confift
em with yourfelf, all that are already born, or 
fhall be, are not only mifera Ie, ut always 'U 

e fo; for {bould you maintain thofl only to be 
miler ble, who mull: die, you w uld not exc pt 
anyone living; fO I all rnufi die; but there Olould 

an end- mifer in death. But feeing that the 
dead .are mlferable, are born to eternal mifery; 
for they ft of confequence be miferabl , whQ 

died a hundred thoufand y~r a 0; or rathe 
all t at have been born. A. Sa indeed 1 think. 
M. Te e, I befeech you, are YOll afrai of 
the tme , headed Cerberus low, the r arin 
w. ves of Cocytu , the paffage ever .Acheron. 

, , Tantal~s xpiriog ith thidl, while t e water 
ouches . chin; or i yphus, 

Who ftl.oeat~ with arduous toil to gain -
. ''Ihc ~ceflifommit of the mount i~ vain? 

Perhaps too, you dre the in arable judge, 
Mioos and Rhadamanthus, before whom no 
oCraifus, nor M. An onius can defend you; nor, 
fince the caufe lies before Gr:Ecian judge, 00-
mo{\henes. But you mufi plead for yourfelf 

" before a very great Affembly: You dread p r
, ,haps th . fe, and therefore Jook on death as an 

eternal CVI • 

I. A. Do you tak6 me to be mad enough ' 
. e ~redit to fuch things? M What ? do 

you 



8 'Tbe T ufculan D!fputation.s Book I. " 
you not believe them? A. No~ in the leaft. 
M. I am forry , to hear that. lA. Why, I bc:g? 
}4. Becaufe I could have been very eloquent in 
{peaking againft ,them. A. And who could 
not on fuch a fubjet1? or, what occafion is 
there to refute thefe monfters of theepoets and ' 
painters? M.'--And yet, you ha ' books of 
philofophers full of arguments againft thefe. 
,A. Idle enough truly! for, who is)o weak as 
to be concerfl'd -about them? If. If then 
there are none mife~able in the infernal regions, 
there mull be none there. A. I ~ altoge
ther of that opinion: · M. Where tn arc 
thofe you call miferable? or what 'place do 
they i~hal:ilt? if they are at all, they qluft be 
fomew e·? A. I indeed am of oplDion, they 
are no where. M. Therefor~ there are none 
fuch. 4. Even fo, and yet they are mifera
hIe for this very reafon, that they are not at 
all. M. I had rather now that you had been 
afraid of Cerberus, than to fpeak thus inaccu-" 
rately. A. ,"Thy fo? M. Becaufe you ad· 
mit him to be, who is not, where is your fa
gaeity ? When you fay one is mifera~)e, you 
fay; fuch an one is, when he:: is not. A. I am 

. not fo ab urd as to fay that. M. What is it 
you fay then? A. I fay, for inftance, that 

' Cratrus is miferable inrbeing depriv'd of fdth 
great riches by death. That Cn. Pompey wu 

« ' fa. 
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Co, in being taken from {nch glory and honour. 
upon the whole, that all are mW rable who arc 
deprived of this light. M. You are come a
bout to the fame thing, for '\to be mifer ble, 
implies an exifience; but you juil: now 
denied that-me dead had any exifience; if they 
are not, t can be nothin~, and if fo, not 
miferable. A. Perhaps I do not exprefs what 
I mean, for I look upon this very thing not to 
exift, after aving been, to be very miferable. l 

M. What, more fo, than not to have been at 
all? the fore, thofe who are not yet born, arc 
miferable, . becaufe they e not; and we our
felves, if we are to be miferable aft r death. ' 
were miferable before we were born-:, But I 
do not remember I was miferable b~or~ I was 
born; but I {bould be glad to know, if your 
memory is bettc'r, what yo recollect of your. 
felf, re you was born. . . 

• VII. A. You are pleafan ,as if 1 had faid, 
they are mifcrable who are not born, and that 
they are not k> who are dead. M. You fay 
then, that they are fo? A. Yes, becaufe they 
are moft mi1i Ie not to be, after they have 
been. M. You 0 not obferve, that you affert 
contradiaions; for what is a greater contradic. , 
tion, than that fuq&Jld only mi-

ra • wt Oolould be at .al which is 
npt; 
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Dot; when you go out at the Capene gate, and 
teethe tombsofC~la[inus)the cipio's, S rvilius's 
)\4etellus's-, do yO~J look on them a miferable? 
A. ~ufc yod diil:refi me with a word~ 
hence for war I wH not' f~y they are miferable 
In generaJ, but miferabJe for thrs: that they 
a no. M. yeu do not fay th M. Crafl'us 
is rnif0raole ; but nly m' rable M. <;raffus . 

• A. Evidently o. lv!. As if it di'f not follow, 
that whatevet yoq dec1a~e in that manner, ei
ther was, or was flOt. Are you, not acq~aint< d 
with the firfi principles of logictf r ~his -is 

, the nril: thing they tay down, Whatey;er r .af
ferted. (for {o, I render the Greek terf!l d!t4JfHt., 
I may e;pre s it otherwife when I fhall find a 
be ter)isth refor a~erted cau eiti either true' 
or falfe. hen therefore you .fay miferable 
Cra£fus:.you either fay this, thatM. Cralrus is mi-
ferable, that forne judgment may be maiJe he
ther it ~ true or f: fc, or you fay notbi.ng. A. Well 
then, I now own that the d are not mife
rable, finee you have drawn from me a con
'~ffion, that they who are not at allJ ct . t 

'be miferable. What then ? that . are alive 
are We not wretched, feeing w muft aie? Cpr 
what is there agreea in life, wb~n we Ul11ii 

< night and da ~ . ~t ~ay jofi:antly 
die: ? ~ 
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VIII. M. Do you not , 'then perceive how 
great an evil y,ou have deliver'd human nature 
from? A. By what means? M. Becaufe, 
if to die is miferable to the dead, to live would 
'be a kind of infinite and eternal mifery: Now 
I fee a go ~ which when I It:ave reach'd, there 
wou d nothing more to be feared; but you 
feem to m~ to follow the opinion of E picharmus, 
a m~n of ibme difcernment, and {harp enougn 
for a Sicilian. A. What opinion? ,for I do not 
recolleCt it. M. I will tell you if I can, in 
Latin, for. you kn.ow, I am no more ufed to 
bring in Latin fentences in a Greek diJi ourfe, 
than Greek in a Latin one. A. Arf'i that is 
right enough; but what is that; opl'nion of 
Epicharmus? . 

·M. I would not die, but yet , 
Am not concerned that I jhall be dead. 

. I DOW recollect the Greek, but fince you 
hay oblig'd me to grant that the dead are not 
miferable, proceed to . convince me, that it is 

, not m'f( r l>te to be under a neceffity of dying. 
M. That is afy eno,",gh, but I have greater 
things in h • A. How comes that to be fo 
eafy? and what are th~ things of more con-
fequenc? M. Th : be aufe if there is no 
evil after death, deat ,itfilf be none; for • 
~bat fu that 'immediately, IS a fiate 
I . • - wpere 
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where you grant there is no evil; fo that to be I 

obliged to die can' 'be no evil; I for that is to ar
rjve there where we allow no evil is. A. I 
beg you will be more explicit on this; for , 
thefe fubtle arguments force me fooner 'to a 
concefiion than conviCtion: But' "what are 
thofe more impSltant things you fhder take? 
M. To teach you, if I can, that J'eath . not 
J->nly no evil, but a good. A. I d not infift 
on that, but lhoulq be glad to hear, for {bould 
you not prove your point, yet, you may, prove 
that 'death is no evil: But I will n~t inte rupt 
you, I {bould like to hear a cont·inued''''clif
courre. M. What, if I (bould aIk. yOll' a 
quefi~op'.: t\rould you not anf wer ? A . That 
has pride it) it; but I would rather you {bould 

cnot afk, but where neceffi ty r~quires • . 
IX. M. I will c~mply with you, and ex

plain as well as I can, what you require; bu 
not like the Pythian Apollo, that what I fc Y 
mufi: be infallible; but. as a mere man, endea
VOUI i.ng at probabilities, by conjeCture, for I ' 
have 00 ground to proceed furtp.c on, than 
probclbilny. Let them deal in demonftratioDS, 
who fay, they can perceive things as they are, 

• and who proclaim themfelves philofophers, by 
profeffi n. ~. Do as y<?~ pleafe we are ready 
to heal' you. M. The firfi: ~iag is to en .. 

• quito 
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quire, what death, which {eems t be fo well 
known, is; for fame irnag'ine Death to be 
the feparation ' of the foul from the body; foo1t: 

. that there is no fuch feparation, but ,that foul 
a,nd body p'~ri{h together, and that the foul is 
extinguiili"d' with the body. Of thofe who • admit of tpe foul's feparation, fame are fo r its 
immediate departure, fame that it continues a 
time, othets for ever: There is. great difpute. 
even who t the foul is, where it is, ~nd whence 
it is . d riv'd: With fome, the heart itfelf 

-{~ems ~ to the fo ul, hence the ex-preffions, 
out of heartt bad hearted, and of ne heart; 
and that prudent Nafica t . ~ co J., was 
call'd Corculus, i. e. wife beart~~l)~·lEli.u? 0 

Sextus, a man of noble he rt. . ~ :1~~docles 
imagines the heart's bloOd, to ,~e " the foul; 
with others, a certain part of tJ1e brain feems 
to be the throne of the {; ~l; others neither 
allow the heart nor a certain part of the brain . . 
to be the foul; but [orne would have the heart 
to be tht: feat and ma.nfion of the foul; other J 

the brain. ~ome would have the foul, or fpirit, 
to be air, as we generally do j the name fig
nifying as much, for we fay to breath, to ex
pire, to be animated, &c. and the Latin word 
for the fpirit implies breath. The oul feems • 
to Zeno he eStoic, to be fire. But what I 

( havt: 1aid of the heart's blood, air, and fire, are 
gcner"l opinions; the reO: are ~enets of parti-

o - •• : • culars, 
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culars, of which,there were formerly many 
amongfi the antients. 

X. The Jatefi is 'Arifioxenus, both mufi
cian and philofopher; he maintains a certain 
intenfion of the body, like what is.' oalled har~ 
mony in mufic, t(" be the foul. Too from the 
figure and nature of the body, varidbs mo!ions 
are excited, as founds from an infirlJflent. He 
huck clofe to· h is profeffion, and fot he faid 
fomething, "whate.ver it was, which had been I 

faid and explain'd a great while obefoie by 
Plato. Xenocrates denied .hat the. foul had 
any fig re, or ~j' thing l'ke matter; but [aid 

. it was .t-si1l1~'.uer, the power of which, as Py-" 
. t ag~Orai:" bppght.. fome ages before, was the 
.greatefi in ":'ilature: .F!is mafier Plato had ima-
gin'd a tJ:1ree:rold foul; the chi~f, i. e. rea[on 
he had lodg'd ih h~ head, as in a tower; and 
being wilr ng to feparate the other two, he 
placed anger in the breafi, and defire under · 
the prrecordia. But DicCE~rchus, in a difcourfe 
of fame learned difputants, held at Corinth, 
which he gives us in three books ~ in tpe firO: 
of which he makes many fpeakers ; in the other 
two he introduces a certain Pherecrates, an old 

" man of Phthios, who, as he faid, was defcend
ed from Deucalion; afferting,. that there is 
in faCt no foul; and that it is a name, with- 1 
out"a meaning; ;md that it is idle to lay) animals, . 

- -. ....., " 
. .. . IJ1r,: 
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or animated; that either en nor bealls Lave 
minds or fouls; and that 1 that power, b.J 
which we aCt or perceive i qually infufed iato 
ev~ry living cr ature, an is,. infepuable fro 
the body, for ~t then would be nothing; nor 
.i6 there a~~ng betides one fimpJe body, {i 

faihioned. as to live and h e its fenfation. 
from the em perature of naCor. Ariftode, 
fu ior to all both in parts and induftry, ([ 
always ex cpt P!ato) having e'nbraced thefe 
four known forts of princiJ5les, from which all 
thi gs d.educe tl.eir original, imagines there is 
a certain fitth nature, from whence comes the , , 
fou\'; for to think, fore fee, t learn, teach, 
to invent any thing, and many t 

remember, to love, to hate, defir 
be pleas'd or difpleas'd ; ere, a 
are, he thinks,· 'in. none of tho 
He adds fifth kind, which no name, and 
thus by a new name he calls he foul u7u..I;tH., 

.as it were a certain continued and perpetual 
motion. 

XI. If I have not forgot, thefe are the opi
nions of all, concerning the foul. I have o
mitted Democritus, . very great man indeed, 
but whQ deduces the foul from t e ortuitoascon
COUl of light. and round cor Cd as with 

them, 

• 
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them, the crow~ _jf atoms can effeCt every 
thing, Which of"iJ:hefe opinions is true, {orne j 
G,od muA: determin ~: The great queftion with 
us is, which has the moft appearance of 
truth: Shall we determine b .tween them; 
or return to our {ubject? A, I cou a '''filh both; 
if poffible; but4t is difficult to &n3x them; 
therefore, if without a difcuffion of ~m we can 
~et rid of the fears of dea th, let us raced! to 

dofo butifthi~is notto be done withootexplain
ing the queftion about {ouls, let us have that 
now, the other, another time, M, .· I take 
that to be beft, which I perceive you are in
din' d ; for r~ .pn will evince, that let either 

m'l have ftated be troe, death can-
'--....---~ -

1 ~· • .For, if either the heart, the 
• n, be 14e foul, certainly, as cor-

poreal, i ill ' eriili with the re::ft of the bcdy; 
if it iliould be ;, it will be difperfed; jf fire, I • 

extinguithed; if riftoxenus's harmony, dif
concerted. What {ball I fay of Dicrearchus" 
who denies there is any foul? In all thefe 0-

pinions, there is nothing to affeCt anyone after 
death; for all feeling is loft with life, and 
where there is no fenfation, nothing can inter-
fere to affect: us: The opinions of others arc 
charged with hope; if it is any pleafure to you 
to ~a tha' fouls, af~~r they l~a!e the body, 

!Ilay, 
.. 
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evil, I do not f.aY, the immediate depri~atio~ 
of fenfe, but, th~t we {ball be deprived. M-

el have the beft authority in fupport of the 0 

pinion you deli're to have efiabliih'd, whic~ 
ought, and generally has, gl~t ,weight in ~lj 
cafes. And £irft, I have all antiquity on that 
fid ; which the nearer it is to r,: origin and 
divine de::fcent, pollibly by that difcern. truth 

• the;: clearer:. This very thing the', was adopt 
ed by all.thofe ancients, whom Ennius calls, i 
the Sabine tongue, Cafci; that in d~ath ther~ 
was a fenfation, and that, when en departed 
thi~ife, they were not fo entir'eIy deftroyed 
a~ to \peri [olutely. And this may appea 

~""illa~~ any other things, fo from the pon 
, ano fjJ<;,.neral ,obfequies, which ~e ' 

enfe had not been fo folicitous a 
bout, or ced from any injury with {uc 
revere laws, bu from a firm perfuafion, tha 
death was not fo entire a deftrucrion as to l~ 
nothing remaining, but a certain tranfmigratio 
as it were, and change of life; which ufuall 
conveyed the illufirious of both fexes into hea 
ven, con6ning others to the earth, but fo as fiiI 
to exifl:. From this, and the fentiments of th 
Romans, 

, In heaven Romulus with Gods now lives. 
Ennius faith, on 'commol! report : Hene 

Jlercules is held fo 'great and propitious a go 
among 
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amongft the Greeks, from~hom we received 
him, as he is alfo by thofe who inhabit the 
borders of the Ocean. Hence Bacchus '\\~$ 
deified, the offspring of Semde; and from the 

..fame illu~rious fame we receive Cafior and 
Pollux, as gods, who lire repo.~d not only to 
have helpt'd the Romans to victory in their 
battles, but to hav.e been the me1fengets' of 
their fuc (5: What? Ina, the~ daughter of) 
Cadmqs, IS the not called Lucot ea, by the 
Greeks, and Matuta, by us? What? is not 
all heaven ,IlQt to dwell on particulars) fill'd as 
it were, with the offspring of men? -XIII. Should I attempt to fel J\1t antJ ....... 
quity, and produce from "iWhat the 
Oreek writers pa.ve afTer eo; it uld appear 
that even thofe who are called heii\principal 
gods, went from hence into aven: Examine 
the fepulchers of 'them w hich are fhewn in 

·Greece; recolleCt, as you are initiat d, what 
is · deliv r d in the myfieries? then will you 
perceive how. extenfive this doCtrine is. But they 
who were notacquainted with phyfics, (for they 
began to be in vogue many ages after) had no 
higher conviction, than what natural reaCon 
could give them; they were not in poifeffion 
of the reafon :fod caufe of things; they were 
often induced by certain viflOns, and thofe ge ... 

. • C 2 .. : ner.aOy 
, . 
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nerally in the nigJ-tt, to think that they were 
frill allve, who had departed from this life. And 
tlljs may further b~ 'bronght as an irrefragable 
argument, that there are Gods, in that, there 
never was any nadon fo barbarous;', not a fln .. -
gle infiance o~ hat favagenefs, as to b~ with9ut 

~ 'fome notion of Gods: Many have- rong no.. 
~ tions of the Oods, that may proce~d from-bad 
\'\ ~ufioms, yet!lll allow there is a ce~ain divine . 
~ nature and ~nergy; nor doth thi~ proceed from 
~~ conveding tbgether, or coqfent of parties; jt is 
~ not an opinion eftabliilied by law;. afld ir:t every 
\J cafe' aQe confent of all nations, is t9 be look'd 

C\I on as a )Q w ure: Who is there then that 
~ ....eid '00\ ~ t the lofs bf his friends, princi .. 
~ paUy fro ' rna ° °ng them deprived of the 
~ - convenience f life? Take llway this opinion, 
~ and you ~em . with it ' all grief; for no one 
l~ grieves oh his ow account. Perhaps we may 
'1 ' ~ fiightly affected, and uneafy; but that bitter. 

lamentation, 'and thofe bewailing ~ears have 

I
II their caufe from our apprehootio's; that be, 
~ whom we loved, is depriveli of the advantages 
~ of life, and is fenfible of it. And we are led to 

ti ~ this opinion by nature,: without learning. or' 
i ~ the dedutti~ns ~f re"lon. , 

.~] XIV. But the greateR argUment is, that 
~.jj n~~ure herfelf gives ' a fitent judghlent, in 
~ Z fav~~ of the ~ll.lmOl"tality ~e foul, in that, .' , '.au 

. "' , 



.. '. B~k I. ifM. T. CICERO. 21 
all are anxio\ls, and g~catly fo, in wb~t relatei 
to futurity, , 

One plonts" what future ages /hall mjoy, 
a~ 'Statius faith in his Sync:phebi. Wh3,t has e 
~Q eye to in this, but that he is interefted in polle
,riW? Shall the induftrious huiliaQdman theq 
plant tre~~i the f,\lit Qf whicll·he {hall never 
fee? aQd t.hall not the great man foune! laws, 
in£litutes, a republic? What doth the procrea
tion of chI ren imply? the cpntinuing a name, 
adoptio~s, the erc~Ctnefs if) wr~jng wills l 
what t~ infcriptions pn monJJments, or elo
gles? but -that our thought, rpn on futurity? 
There is no doubt but a judgment may be.form
ed of nature in g.eneral, from ~~fe of the beft 
natural difpofitiOns? and what ii, a Petter ' na .. ' 
lura} difpofition jn man, ~an ' t ()(e difcover, 
who look on thtmfelves born fOf ~he protection, 
prefervation, and affiftance of hers? Hercu
les went to heaven~ pe never had gone thither, 

.had he not, ~hilft amongit men, fecur'd that 
road ~o himfclf: Thefe are of old d~e, and 
have, ~fides, the fanttio,n o( religion. 

~ , 
, XV" What, do you imagjne fo many apd 

fuch great men of 0 rcp\Jblic, who have fa
cr~fic' d their lives for its good, thought tP~ 
their natpcs iliould not cQntiJlpc hcyqruJ their 

o 

Jjves? None ever encountered death for their 
C 3 cou'\try 

'. 
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country, but under a firm perfuafion of im ... 
mo~tality! Themiftocles rpight have lived at 
his eafe: fomight Epaminondas, and, not to look 
atroad for inftances and amongft the ancients, 
I myfelf might: But I know not how t,here 
adheres to our minds, a certain ' pref~ge of fu.;, 
ture ages; and"this both exifis mq(l1J and ap-: 
pears cleareft, in men' of the bdbparts, and 
greateft fouls. Take away this, an~ who'\s fo 
mad as to fpend his life amidft toi and dan- ' 
gers? I fpeak of thofe in power. What were 
the poets views but to be enobled after death? 
Whence then have we, 

BMoid old E~nius here, 'who erjl, 
,!hf.fatj.J)'" great exp/pits rehears'd. I 

He chanen$e<!l~e rew~rd of glory, from thofe 
whofe ancef\ors he ~ad enobled. And thus the 
fame poet. ~'. . • 

Let nonew'h.ktears my funeralgrace,ftr 1 
Claim from my worlu an immortality. 

Why do I mention poets? the very mechanickso 

are defirous of fame after death: Why did 
Phidias include a model of himfelf, in the 
thield of Minerva, when he was not allow' q 
to ' infcribe his name on it? What 'did our 
Philofophers mean, wh~n they put their 
names to thofe very books ~hey write on the 
~ontempt of glory? If then, .' univerfal con-

" f~nt 
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neral opinion every ,where, that thofe who have 
quitted this life, are ftill interefted in fome thing; 
we mufl: fubfcribe to that opinion. And if we 

think men of the greatefl: abilities and virtue 
fee cleareLl into nature, as her m fea work; 
it is veryep.·obable, as every g an endea-
vours molt for the public goo t there is 

'fom~thin he will be fenfibk of after death . 

• . 
XVI. But as we naturally think thc're areGods, 

~nd what they are. We difcover by rcafon; fo, by 
the confe~t of nations, we are induced to be
lieve, that our fouls [urvive; but where their 
habit~tion is, arld what they ~1i~, .-mull: be 
learned from reafon ; the want of which know
ledge, h~s given rife to }be il:(er~ft1~, and birth 
to thofe fears·, which you fe~ " not with: 
out reafon, to defpife: For our bodies 
jng to the ground, and being covered 

• earth, fr,om whence they are faid to be interred, 
have occafioned them to ~magine that the dead 
continue, the remainder of their exifience, un
der ground j which opinion of theirs, has 
dra Wrl after it many errors j which the poets 
have increafed j for the Theatre crowded with 
women and children, has been greatly aff'I!Cted 
on hearing th~fe pompous verfcs, 

.. C4 La! 
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Lo! here I ant, who /carce could ga~ tfji~ 

place, . 
'Ihro' jony mountains, and a drtary wtYte; . 

• Tbro' clifts, wboje /harpen' d jones' trementf· 
'ous hung, 

Wi!erc dreadful darlmefi fpread itjeU aroun4. 
~pd the error prevaird fo mQch, ~hich in
deed ~t prefent, [oems to me, to be~ remo~ed'. . 
that altho~ ~hey knew th~ bodies were burned,, ' . 
ret they co~ceived {uch things to be done in ' 
the infernal rregions, as ~ould not be executed 
pr imagined w~thput a bQdy; for t ey could 
not appr~hendJ ~ow unbodi~d fouls could ex
ift; and therefore~. they loo~'d OQt for forne 
~ap~ 0t ~gure. fr~ hence all that accoun<t of 
the dead in !Iom~r; hence my friend Appius 
frameq his Necromanc¥; hen~e the lake of A
~ernus, in mr' neighbourhood ; 

~rom 'lJ}henf~ ~h~ fouls of un,dijlinguijh' 4 ~ 
flape, . , 

No mor:tal blo~d; rufo from the open gate ' , 
Of 4+~(ron, al1d /.0 this world tfcape. 

And they muft peeds hav~ thefe ,appearance. 
(peak, which ~s oot pollible, without a tongue, 
, palat~, jaws, V(itho~t the help 9f lungs anq 
~s~ or without fome {bape Qr figure; fo.r 
~ey 'fould fee npthing by, their mind alone" 

• Wey ref~rr'd all to their eyes. To withdraw 
, • • '" I.. ..' • • ,. " t~~ 

• 
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evidently be, that fouls, admitting them to be 
animals,' i. tL to breath, or of the nature of fire, 
muO: mount upwards: But {bould the foul be 
a number, which it is faid to be, with mor; 
fubtlety than ,~learnefs; or that fifth nature, 
rather without a name than not underftood; 
.am it is. 0 pure and perfect, not to get at 
a great dift ae from the earth. Something of 
this (ort, thfn the foul js, that fo active a prin- . 
dple ilioul not lie immerged in the heart or" 
brain; ,or, as Empedocles, wo'uld hayc it, in the 
blood. ' 

• 
XVIII. WE will pafs over Dicrearchus, 

with his contemporary, ;m'd fellow~i[ciple 
Ariftoxenus, both indeed ' men of learning. 
One of them feems never to have l>een affe~ 
ed with grief, ~ he could not pe(~eive, that he ., 
had a foul; the other is fo plC!afed with his mu
peal compofitions, that he endeavours to Thew 

. an analogy betwixt them and fouls. We may 
underftand harmony to arife from the intervals 
of founds, whofe various compofitions occafion 
~any harmonies; but I do not fee how a dif
pofition of members, an'd the figure of a body 
without a foul, can occafion harmony; he had 
better, learned as he k', leave this to his mafter 

.. t\rillotle, and follow his trade, as a Olufician; 
good 
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gOod advice is given him in that Greek pt;o

¥erb, 
Apply Jour talentl, 'Whirl yOII he)ilJ1't j/tilf J. 

will have nothing at all to do with that fortu,;. 
ito concourfe of individual light, and round 
~orpufcle6, nptwithfianding DemQcritus in:' 
fills on their tking warm, and . th breath, 
i. e. having life. But this foul, ill uld it cofi-
fift of either of the four principles, am which 

· we deduce all things, is of infla d air, as 
feems pa.rticularly'to have been the opinion of 
Panretius, and mull: nect;ffarily mount upwards; 
for air ~ncl fire have no tendency downwards, 
~nd always a[ce~~: So lhould they be diffi
pa~d,. !hat muO: be at [orne diftance from the 
earth; but £bould they: remain, and pr fe:rve 
their ftate ~ . it is clearer frill that they muft be 

• carried heaven-ward; and this·Ogrofs and Con
crete air, which is neareft the earth, muft be 
divided and broke by them; for the foul is 
-,varmer, or rather hotte~ than that air, which ' 
I juft now cali'd grofs and concrete j which is 
~vident from this, that our bodies compounded 
~f the terr~~ kind of principles, grow war~ 
by the heat of the foul. 

• XlX. I add, that the Caul may . the earler 
~pefromthisair, wh'chIb.e Dfrea named, 
~ brea~ ~ro' ~t ~ beca~f~ ~ot1ling is fwifter 

• . ~m 

( , 
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.:. than the f6ul; no f wiftnefs is comparable t~ 
~ tbatof the foul; which, {bould it remain un
~ ~. corrupt, and wiIhout alteration, muft necdra-. 
.'. .rity be carried with that velocity, as to penetrate 
- a.nd divide ~11 this region, wlif!re clouds, and 

.: rain, and t.rinds are formed j n \Vhich by means 
'~f exhala~&s from the earth, is moift and 

~ ,. ' 

. dar~; Which r~gion, when the foul has once 
• got above,- and falls in with, and perceives a ~ 

nature like Its own, being compounded of thin 
air, an'd a moderate folar heat, ' it 'rells with 
thefe fires,~ and endeavours no higher Bight. 
For . when it has attained a lightnefs and heat 
like its own, it moves no more, balancCi.d, as it 
where, between two equal weights.· 'That 
then is its natural feat w here it ha~ 'penetrated 
to fomething like itfeIf, ~here wanting pothing • 
eIfe, it may be fLlpported ann maintained by 
the aliments, which nourilh and maintain the 
ftars. As we are ufed to be incited to aU forts 
of defires, by the ftimulus of the .body, and, 
the .more fa, as we envy thofe 'who ate in pof ... 
fe{flOh of What we long for, we lhaU certainly 
be happy, when with this body we get rid or 
thefe defires and provocatives ; which is our 
cafe at prefent, when, difmiLfmg all other 
~res, we curioul1 y -examine and look into any 

, thing; bieli we iliall then do with greater cafe • 
~ employ oorfelvcs entirely in viewing and 

. - - -- - - ~o~fi~e~m; 
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confidering things; becaufe there ' is naturally 
in our minds, a certain infatiable defire of fee.., 
ing truth;· and the very region itfelf, where we 
-{hall . arrive, as · it gives us a more intuitive 
view of celeilial things, will ~ajfe our defires 
after knowledge. For this beauty ' (if the hea
vens, even her<! on earth, gave .itth to that 
philofophy, which Theophraftus tails ap ih. 
heritance, both from father and mOfher ; great-

• Iy raifed'by tl deure of knowledg~ But they 
will in a 'Partlcular manner enjoy this., who, 
whilft inhabitants of this world, . veloped in 
darknefs, were deflrous of.l~oking· into thefe 
things. with the, .eye of their mind. . ,J 

XX: For, if they now think they have at- I 
tained fonietbing, who have feen the mouth of 

• the FO;ltu~, and thofe fireigllts, which were 
paffed, by the £hip caned Argo, becaufe, 

From Argos, foe did choJen men convey, 
Bound, tofttchback th! goldmjleece theirprey. 

Or they, who ~w the ftreights of the ocean, 
Where the fwift waves divide the neigh

bouring jbores, 
Of Europe, and of Africk.-

What kind of fight ~heD, do you imagine that 
to be, when the whole earth is viewed? not 
only in its pofitioo, farm, and boundaries; 

thofe ' 
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thofe parts of it that are habitable, but tbofe 
al[o that lie ~ultivated, thro' the extremities of 
heat and cold: For what we now fee we do 
not view widi our eyes; for body itfelf has no· 
fenfation: But as the naturalifrs, nay, even 
the phy1ic~ns affure us, who have opened our 
bodies, an~ sxamined them~ .there arc! certain 
perforated ~nals, from the feat of the foul to 
the e~es, ~~rs, and nofe; fo that frequently, 
when eithe~ prevented by meditation, ~r the • 
force of [orne bodily diforder, we niither hear 
nor lee, tho' our eyes and ears are open, and 
in good con-dition; fo that we mayeafily ap- ' 
prehend that it is toe foul that fees and hears; . 
not thofe p,arts, which are but windows:tp the 

, foul; by melns of which the foul ca.n perceive 
nothing, ull~efs {be is on. the fpot, 'and exerts • 
herfelf. How t1"lall we account, that by the 
[arne power of thinking, we comprehend the 
mofi difficult things; as colour, tafre, heat, 
{mell, and found ? which the foul could never 
know by 'her five mdrenger;, unlers every 
tl ing was referred to it, and llle was fole judge' 
of all. And we {hall certainly difoover thefe 
things, clearer, and more perfeCt, when the 
foul, difengaged from the body, thallarrive. 
there, where natllre lead5; for at prefent, not- • 
withftanding .nature has contrived, with the 

greateft 
• 
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greateA: lkill, thofe Canals, which lead '. from 
the body to the foul ; yet are they, in fqme 

• way or other, ftopped up with concrete an.d ter- 1 

rene bodies: But when we !hall be nothing but 
foul~ nothing will interfere,. to . prevent out' 
feeing Civery thing, as it is. . . ~ 

XXI. It is true-} ~igbt be vety larg~, did 
the fubject require it; on the m~iy and vari.;. 

.. ous objeCls the foul will be ent~rtained with
in thofe lieavenly regio~s; when I reflect on 
which, I am apt to wonder at thr- boldnefs of' 
fame philofophers; who a~e fa firuck with the 
knowledge of nature, .as to thank, in aD ex-

_ ulting: manner, the firA: inventor of natural 
philofophy, and reverence him as a God i Fat 

; they declare themfcrlves freep, by hi's meanSj 
fr<;»m the- greateft tyrants, ' a perpetual terrorj 
and a fear that molefied them, by night and 
day. What is this dread? this fear? what 
old wo~an is there fo weak as to fear thefe 
things, which you, forfooth, had you not been 
acquainted with phyfics, would fund in awe of? 

Tilt hallow' J roofs of Acheron, the dread, 
Of Orcus, and the pale fejour oj the Ilead. _ 

And doth it become a ppilofopher to bOaft 
• that he is not affi'aid of thefe, and has 

difcovered them to be falfe? ( Hence we 
may know how acute they were by na
ture, wh~ ~i!h?~t learning, had given in,to 

- thefe 
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thefe things. They have gained, I know not 
what, · who have! learned, that when they die, 
they nlall ,poriili entirely; which being admit • • 
ted, for I fay nothing to it, what is there agree
able or glorio~s in it? Not that I fee any rea
fon, why ~~hagoras's and fI.ato's opinion 
might not be. true: But ilioul~ Plato have af
figned.no reafon, (ubferve how much I efteem 
the man,) th\ weight of his autho.rity would 

. have born me down i but he haG br~ught fo 
many rea Cons, that" to me he appears, to have 
endeaVOllr'd ero convince others i himfelf he 
certainly did. 

• 
XXII. But there are many who labour" the 

other fide of the queRion, and condc;mD fouls 
to death, as <-apitt1lly conviaed rnor have they 
any better argument, againft the eternity of 
the foul~ than 'their not being able to com;eive 
a foul without a body; as if they could really 

, .' cooceive, what it is in the body; its form, 
. fize, arid feat: That were they able to have 
a full view, of. all that is now hid from them 
in a living body, the foul would be difcerni
hIe by them; Of, is it of fa fine a contexture, 
as to evade their ngbt? Let thore conftder 
this, who df4llY they Qan form any idea of the 
foul, w'thOllt t~e body,'if they can conceive 
what it ]5 10 he body, As to my own pars, 

D when 
, . . ' 



34 The XuJculan D!fputations Book t . 
when I refiell: on the nature of the foul, I am 
more difirdred, to conceive, what it is, 'in the 

• body, a place' that doth not belong to it, than 
what it iS j when it leaves it, and is arrived ' at 
the free lEther, its own habitati~n, as it were. 
Could we apEr,hend nothing but what we fee, 
certainly we could form no nf>t~on of God" 
nor of the divine foul, freed fro~ body.. Di-

• c~archus indeed, and Arifioxen s, becaufe it" 
was har4 to underfiand the fou , and its pro
perties, afferted there was ~o foul., It is indeed 
the difficult~fl: thing imaginabl<!, to difcern 
the foul, by the foul. And this, doubtlefs is the 
meaoing of the precept of Apollo, which ad
·vift!s· everyone to know himfelf. I do not 
apprehel\d his intention to have: been, that we 
·jhould inform ourfelves of Qur members, ou.r 
ftature; and make; nor doth Self imply our 
bodies; nor do I, who fpeak thus to you, ad. 
drefs myfelf t9 your ,body: When therefore 
he faith, know yourfelf, he faith this, Inform 
·yourfdf of the nature of your foul; for the 
body is but a kind of veffel, or receptacle of 
the foul: Whatever your foul doth, is your 
own aB'. To know the loul.tbeD, unlefs it 
bad been divine, would not have been a pre_ 
q:ptoftbat exCellent wif~om, ~s to~be attribut
ed to a God; but iliould tlic foul not know 

\ . what 

. . ( . 
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whatitfelf is, will you fay, that it doth not 
perceive itfelf to be? that it has motion? on 
which is founded, that'reafon ofPlato's, which 
is explained by Socrates, in Ph:edrus, and in
ferted by me, iii my fixth book of the Re .. 
public. •• •• . .' 

XXJII. That 'which is always moved, is 
eternal; but \hat which gives motion to ano- • 
ther, and is moved itfelf from fOllle othel1 
:lufe, when that motion ceafes, mull necelra .. 
i1y ceafe to .xift. That. then alone. which 

Celf-moved, becaufe it is never f~rfaken by 
tfelf, mull continue to be always inoved • • Be .... 
des, it is the fountain and beginning of motion 

to every thing el re; but wbatev.er is Jirft, has 
no beginning, fo, all things arife from that 
. rft; itfdf cannot owe its rife to any thing 
lCe; for it would nQt be the firft, had it pro

ceeded from any t~ing elfe. If it had no be .. 
ginning, it never will hav~ end; for tbe ori
ginal being extinguilh'd, itfelf cannot ~ to-. 

flored from any tbing elfe, nor produce any . 
thing from itfelf; inafmucb as all things mua:~ 
neceffarily arac, ftOGl that irft caafe. TAu it 
comes about, that the- beginping of motion ~ 
mull: ari~ frOl'ft itfelf, bKaufe it it itfelf, moved 
by itfclf, and t~ can neither hue a begin .. 
mng, Dor ceafe to be; otherwife the whole. 

Dz heavena 
• • 
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heavens would be overfet, and all nature ftand 
frill, . nor be able to acqu ire any force, by the 

• impulfe of w h1<;h, it might be firfi fet in moti
on. Seeing then it is clear, that whatever 
moves itfelf, is eternal; cim there be any 

I 

doubt that the. (oulis fo? for tha. is .inanimate, 
which is moved ~y an extern fcirce; but 
every animal is moved by an :iJ1terior force, 

• and its own.. For this is the p culiar nature 
and power of the foul; which, jf its the pro
perty of the foul. alone) to have felf-motion, 
certainly it never had a beginnineg, 'and is e
ternal. Should all the lower order of pbiJo[o
pherS', for fo I think they may be called, who 
diffent from Plato and Socrates, and that fchool, 

• 
unite their force; they never would be able to 
explain .any thing fo elegantl,t, nor even un~er
ftand, how artfully this conclufion is drawn. 
The foul then perceives itfelf to have motion, 
and with that perception is fenfible that it is 
moved, by its own, and not 'the agency 
of another; and it is irripoffible that it 
{bould ever forfake itfelf; from whence arifes 
eternity, unlefs you have fomething to fay a
gainfl: it. A. I £bould myfelf be very well 

.. pleafed, not to have a thought arife in,my 
mind againft it, I am fo muc@ inclined to that 
opinion. ' 

XXIV. M. 
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XXIV. M. I appeal t~ you, if thefe argo
ments that prove here is fomething divine in ' 
the 10ul, are not as {hong? which divine pro
perties, could I account how they begun, I 
might alfo, how'they might ceafe to be; for I 
think I can eaccoun t how tn~ blood, bile, 
phlegm, bones, nerves, v~ins, all the limbs, and 
iliape l>of th whole"" body were concreted and 
mad'e; nay, '{he foul itfelf, was th~re nothing 
more in that than a ptii1ciple of life, ~might be 
put upon the {arne footing, as a vine or tree, 
and accounted for as naturally; for thefe, as w~ 
fay, live, Be fides, were defires and averfions 
aU that belonged to the foul, they are out in 
common with the beafis ; but it has, in the 
firf!: place, memory, and thoat fo infid'i'te, as to 
retain numberlefs things, which Elata would 
have to be a recolleCtion of a former 'life ; for 
in that ~ook which is infcribed Menon, So
crates aiks a child fame queftions in geome- ' 
tty, of meafuring ~ fquare; his anfwers are 
fuch as a child would make, and yet his quefii
oos .are fo eafy, that anfwering them, one by 
one, he is as ready, as if he had learned geo
metry. From whence Socrates would infer, 
that learning implies only recollection, which 
he explains mooe acura~ely, in the difcourfe 
he held~ the very day he died; for anyone 

D 3 ~ntirely 
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entirely illiterate, to anfwer a quefi:ion well, 
that is propofed to him, manifdUy lhews that 
he doth not learn it then, but recollects it by 
his memory: Nor ~s it accountable any other 
way, how children come to have notions of fa 
many and fuch important things, aG are implant
ed, or' as it ~ere [ealed up in eir minds; 
which the Greeks call common notions, un-
lefs the foul before it entered t Ie body had 

• been well -flared with knowle&ge; for he 
holds th;tt not to be, whi h has a beginning 
and ending; , and that alone to be,s,which is al
ways the [arne; as what be calls an idea; we a 
quality. The foul then {hut up in the body, 
could not difc:over, but brought with it, what 
it knowa: So that we are no longer fur;prifed 
at its extenfive kno ledge ~ Qor doth the foul 
~learly difcover ~ts ideas at its firfi: relort to this 
troublefome a~d unufual dwelling; but after 
having refrelhed and recqIleCl:ed itfc If~ it then 
by its ~,emory recovers them t therefore tq 
learn, implies only to recqlleCl:. ~ut 1 am in a 
particular manner furprifed at memory; fo~ 

what isthat by which we rememb r? what is it~ 
force? wllat its nature? I am riot enquiring'how 
great a memory Simonides may be faid to have 
had; how great Theodectcs? how great tha~ 

. . 
~f~~a~~ w~o came a~b~!fador here from Pyr-:-

• fhus~ 

o • 
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}) us? 'or late! y, Charmadas; or very lately, 
Sceptius MetwdorU3;, how great our Horten
£Ius :' I [peak of common memory, and prin
cipally of thofe, who are employed in any con- • 
hderable fiud'yor art, of the capacity ofwhofe 
minds it is -hard tc? judge, they remembered 
,[0 many tbiQgs. • • ,. 

XXV. S~OULD you alk what this leads to? 
I think we may underftand wha~ .that power • 
is, (for Plato conftantly mai~tains the body t.o, 

.. be nothing) and whence we have it. It certainly 
proceds neitJJer from the heart, nor blood, nor 
brain, nor atoms; whether it be air or fire, I 
know not, nor am I, like thofe, a(ham~d to 
own where' I am ignorant, that 1 am fo. Was 
it poffible to determine in any doubtful affair 
I would fwear that the foul, be it air .or fire, i; 
divine. What? I befeech you, can you ima. 
gine, fo great a power of memory to be fown 
in, or be of the compofition of earth? or this 
dark and gl~omy atmo[phere? tho' you can
not apprehend what it is, yet you fee what 
kind of thing it is, or if not that, yet you cer
tainly [e~ flow great it is. What then? {hall 
we imagine, there i§ a kind of meafure in the 
.foul, into which, ~s •• to a veffel, all we re" 
member i$ poured? that indeed is ahfurd. How 
L)laU we form any id~a of the bo~tom, or any 

~- - '---- .J)i 
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of fuch a fhape or falhion of the {oul? or how 
any at all of its holding fo m ch? Sh.1l we 
im~ine the foul to receive' impreffions lil~e 
yi~x, and memory to be marks of the im
preffions made on the foul? Woote'er be the 
charaCters of words, what of things themfelves? 
or where is th~t prodigious im fenefs as to 
give impreffions to fo many things? YVhat, 
laftJy, is that power which di 0vers, and 

o is called invention. Doth he {eern to be com
pounded of this earthly, mortal, and perilhing 
nature, who firO: invented nam for every 
thing, which with Pythagoras is the hlgheft 
pitch of wifdom? or he, who col1eeled the 
difperred inhabitants of the world, and Called 
them tog,ether into focial 1 ife? or he, who 

• confined the founds. of the yoice, v hich arc 
infinite to the ma'rks of a few letters? or' who 
obferved the courfes of the planets, their pro. 
greffiv.e motions, their 1 ws? thefe were all 
great men; but they wete greater, !lill, who 
invented food, raiment, houfes j who intro
duced civility amongft us, and armed us a
gninll: the wild beal1s; by whom being civil
iEed and poliilied, we proceeded from (he ne
ceifaries of life, to its embclliiliments. For 
we have provided great entertainments for the 
ears; by inventing and qualifying the variety 
and nature of founds. We view the {lars as 

well 
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11 thofe that are fixed, as what are called 

improperly wandering. The foul hat is ac
quainted with their revolutions and motion, 
acquaints itfdf that it is like his, who de
vifed thofe £lars in the heavens.: For when Ar
chimedes defcribed in a fphere, the motions of ~ • • the Moon, · Sun, and five Planets, he did the 
fam with lato's God, in his Timreus, who 
made the orld; he adjufted motions of dif- • 
ferent flow~efs, and velbcities, in pne circle. 
Now allowing that what we fee in'the world, 
could not effected without. a God; Archi
medes could not have imitated the fame mo
tions, in his fphere without a divine foul. 

xXYI. To me indeed, it appear, that thofe 
iludies which ars= more k own, and.in greater 
efteem, are not without forne divine energy: 
So that I fcarce think a poet who produces an 
approved poem, to be without forne -divine 
imjmlfe on his mind; or that oratory, abound. 
ing with fon~rous words, and fruitful fen_ 
tences, co ld flow thus, without fome greater 
force. What tben is philofophy? which is the 
par nt of all arts, but as Plato faith, a gift, as 
I exprefs it, an invention of the Gods? This 
taught us firfi, the wor ip of them: Then 
jufiice, ~hich ~lfifes from men's being form'd 

~n,o 



42 tbe Tufculan D!/Putlltions 'Book I. 
into fociety: next modefiy, and elevation of 
foul. Philo[ophy difperfc:d darknefs from ,our 
fouls, as it were from our eyes) enabling us to 
fee all things that are above or below; the be
ginning, end, and middle of every thing. I am 
convinced entirely, that what could effect fo 
maay, and fuch great things, mllfiObe divine. 
For what is a memory of words !nd things? 
what al[o invention? even that t~an which 

• 
nothing greater can be co~ceived In a God ,! 
for I d,o not imagine the Gods to be delighted 
with nectar and ambrofi~, or with Juventas, 
prefenting them with a CU'P) nor do I pay any 
attention to Homer, who faith that Gany
mede ·was carried away by the Gods, on ac
count of bis beauty, to give Jove his drink. 
Too weak reafons for ~oing La~medon [uch in
jury t Thefe were mere inve~tions of Homer, 
who gave his G0ds the imperfections of men. 
I willi he had given men the perfections of the 
Gods! thofe perfections I mean of uninterrupt
cd health, wifdom, invention, memory, There .. 
fore the foul is, as I fay, divine; or as Euri
pides more boldly exprelfes it, a God. And 
thus if the divinity be air or fire, the foul of 
man is ' the fame: For as that celefiial nature 
has nothing earthly or humid; fo the fo~l of 
wan is alfo void of all thefe: 'But if it is of 

- ~ha~ ' 
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that certain fifth nature, firfl: introduced by 
Ariftotlt; both GoBs and fouls are of the fame. 

, . 
XXVII. As this is my opinion, I have ex-

plained it iO thefe very words, in my book Of 
confolation'. The origi n of the foul of man is . 
not to betf'liund in any thing earthy, for there 
is nothing i n the foul mixt or concrete, or that 
has ·any appearance of being form'd or made 
out of the eea'rth ; nothing even -humid, airy,· 
fiery; for what is there in fuch ltke natures, 
thflt has t~e power of memory, underfianding, 
or thought? that can recolleCt the pail: ; forefce 
future things; and comprehend the prefent ? 
which are divine properties alone; nor can 
we difcover whence men could ~ave thefe, 

. but from God. There.is therefore a peculiar 
nature and power in the foul, difi:intl: from 
thofe natures, more known and familiar to us. 
Whatever then that is, which thinks, which 
has underfianding, volition, a principle of life, 
is heavenly and divine, and on that account 
muil: neceifarily be eternal: Nor can God 
himfelf, who is known to us, be conceived 
otherwife, than a foul free and unimbaraifed, 
dillinet from aU mortal concretion, acquainted 
with every thing, and giving motion to it, it. 
f~lf endued ~~h perpe~al motion. 
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XXVIII. Of this kind and nature is the 
foul of man. Should you be afked then, what 
{his foul' ! where is your, own? or what is 
it? wI at anfwer can I make? If I have not 

o 

fa tie for knowing all that I ' could defire to 
now, you will ' a'low me, I hop to make 

nfe of thofe I have. The foul is n t equal to 
the difcerning of itfelf; yet, the io\.l"~, like tIle 

-eye, tho' it ,has no r flex view ofn itfe1f, fees 
other things: It doth not fee, (which is of 
le .. ft con[equence) its own ~ape; perhaps not; 
tho' it pollibly may; but we will pafs that by: 
But it certainly fees that it' has vigour, faga
city, memory, motion, velocity; thefe ar' all 
great, divi~e, eternal properd s: \Vhat its ap
pearance is, ' or where. it dwells, is at matter 
of enquiry I As when we behold, firft the lucid 
appearance of the heavens; then, the vaft ve
locity of its revolutions, beyond the imagina
tion of our thought; the vicillitudes of nights 
~nd days; the four-fold divifion of the feafons, 
adapted to the ripening of the fruits of the 
earth, and the temperature of our bodies; and 
then look up to the fun, the moderator and 
governor of all thefe; view the moon, by the 
increafe and decreafe of its light, marking as 
it were, and appointing our hcly days; and 
fee the five planets) carried in the fame circle, 

divideq 
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civided into twelve rarts, preferving invariably 
the fame courfes, with dilIimular motions 'a
JIlongft themfelves; and the ' nightly appear 
ance of the heaven, adorned on all fides with 

, fiars; then,· the globe of the earth, raifed a
bove the fia, placed in the ceptre of the uni
ver[e, habiJ~ted ' and cultivated ill its two op-

'" nafue extremities; one of them, the place of 
1'''''' • . I 
our habita 'on, fituated to the north pole, un-,. 
der the feven fiars. 

Whcre the cold northern blafls, with horriJ 
.faun , 

Hardens to ices the foowey cO'Ver'd gT'fJuntl. 
The other, the [outh pole, unknowd .to us, 
called by the Greeks ctm~eova, other parts, 
uncultivated, becau(e either frozeh' with cold, 
or burnt up with heat;' but where we dwell, 
it never fails in its feafon, 

']'0 yield a placid Jky, to bid the trees 
Afjume the lively verdure if their Icaves:, 
The ville to bud, and joyful in its /hoots, 
Foretell tb' approaching vintage if its 

fruits: 
The ripen'd corn to fing, whi!Jl a/I around 
Full riv'/ets giide; and flowers deck the 

ground. 

Then the. multitude of cattle, part for food, 
part for tilling the ground, others for carriage, 

Dfor 
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for cloathing; and man himCe1f made as it 
were on purpofe to contemplate the heavens 
and the God~, and to pay adoration to them; 
Yaftly, the whole earth, and wide extending 
feas, given to m n's u e. • . 

XXIX. When- we view thefe, . nd num
berlefs other things, can we doubt-that fome- .'. 
thing prefides over thefe, or mao them! If 

ethey are ma~, as is t . e opinion oP'Pl to: o'r 
if, as AriC:otle thinKs, they are eter jal; fa 
great a work, and [0 great a bleffing, cannot 
be [uppo[ed, without.a director. Thus tho' 
you fee not the foul of man, as you fee not 
the D~ty; yet, as you acknowledge 'Q God, 
from bis works, fa own the divine power of 
the foul, ftom its remembring thing, its in
vention, t,he quicknefs of its motion, and 
from every charm of virtue. But where is it 
feated? fay you. My opinion is, in the head, 
and I can bring you reafons for my opinion; 
but of thofe elfewhere. At prefent, let the 
foul refide where it will, you certainly have 
one in you. Should you aik what its nature 
is? It has one peculiarly its own: But admit
ting it to be of fire, or air, it doth not affect 
the queftion; only obferve thi , as you are 
cODvinced there is a God l tho' :you are igno
rant where be refides, and what lbape he i 

of i 
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of, fo you {bould be affured you have a foul, 
tho' you cannot fatisfy yourfelf of the place of 
its reiidence, nor the fathion of it. In our 
knowledge of the foul, unlefs we are grony 
ignorant in phyfics, we cannot but be fatisfied 
that it has nothing but what is fimpie unmix'd, 
uncompou~ ; which admiued <>f, it can-

iii 

t be fepaflated, nor divided, difperfed or 
par~, and ttherefore not periili; for to perUh 
implies parti~g afunder, a divifion, "'a difunioll .
of thofe parts which, whilft it fubfifted, were 
held togeth by fame band. Induced by thefe 
and [uch like reafons, Socrates neit er look'd 
out for any , body to' plead for him, when ae
cufed, nor beg'd any favour from his judges, 
but maintain'd a manly freedom, n,?t the ef-
Ii tl: of pride, b,-!t of the Jrue greatl\efs of his 
foul; and on the laft day of his life; he held 
much difcourfe on this fubjetl: j and a few 
days before he refufed his liberty, when he 
might have been eafily freed from his confine
ment, and when he had hold, in a manner, of 
tbat deadly cup, he fpoke', with an air of one 
not forced to die, but as afcending into 
heaven. 

XXX~ FoR. fo he thought himfelf to be, 
and thllsbe,hanngued. "Thattbereare two 
~c ways, and tha.t the fouls of men at their de
- CI partarc 
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" parture from the body, took .different roaeL1 
" for thofe that were polluted with vices, tba 
"are common to men, and had given them., 

o ,I felves up entirely to .unclean defires; blinded 
" by which, they had habitua. d themfelves 
cc to all manner of debaucheries, or had laid 
"deteftable fch·e~es for tbe f n of their 
" country; took a road wide Jf that w . , :~ 
e, led to the affembly of the Go s: But they! 

• Ie who ha prefer ed themCelve; perfeCt a d 
" chafie; and free from the flightefi contagion 
ce with the body, -and had kept emfelve al
eC ways at a diftance from it J and whilfi 
"on earth, had conform~d to the life cJ the 
" GOds; fou~d he return cafy to thore, f am 
" whom. they came. " Therefore be reIn e , 
that all good and wi{e men ~ould take xam
pIe from the fwans, who are not without 
reafon, facred to ~pono; but particularly, be
caufe they fecm to have received the gift of 
divination from him, by which forereeing 
how happy it is to die, they leave (his world 
with tinging and joy. Nor can anyone doubt 
of this, unlefs it happens to us who think ill_ 
tenfely of the foul, as is common to thofe who 
look earnefily at the fetting fun, to laIC tlle 
fight of it entirely: fo the mind's eye viewing 

• itfclt fometimes grows duB, ~nd.for that re-a
ion 
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fon we become remifs in our contemplation. 
Thus our rearoning is c rried like one failing 
on the immenfe ocean, haraffed with doubt. • 
and anxieties, not knowing how to proceed, 
but meafuring back again thofe dangerous 
tr cts he had ·paffed. But thefe re6edions are 
of long fia' and borrowed from the 

eeks- E v to left ~his world, as plcaf-
ed Wl 1 an pport nity of dying; for that 
God who prei1d s in u, forbids our' departure 
hence without his leave. But when God 
himfelf ih 11 ive a juil: caufe, as formerly to 

oerates, lately .to Caro, and often to many 
others ; cert inly e"c~y man of (enfe w,?uJ 
gl dly exch· nge this dark nets, for that light J 

not that he would forcibly break frpm the 
h ins hat held him, for .that would be a

g inil: 1· w; but walk out, like one difcharg_ 
cd by a magifrrate, or fome lawful authoriry. 
The whole life of a Ph ilofophcr, is, as the 
fame faith, a meditation on death. 

XXI. For w.bat do we elfe. when we 
call off our minds (rom pleafurc, i. t. feom 
OUI attention to the bOdy, from the manag. 
ing our eftates, wbidi we do merely on the 
body's accounh when from duties of a public 
nature, or fr Jm 11 other employs whatfoeVirr, 
wbat, I fay, do w.: eIfe, but invite the foul · 

l!: to • 
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to reReCt on itfClf? oblige it to cOriverfe with 
itfelf, and break off its acquaintance with the' 
booy? to feparate the foul from the oody ;
then, what is it but to learn to die? Where
fore, let me perfuade you, to ·meditate 011 

thi$, and break. gff your connettion with tb~ 
body, i. e. learn to die. This if to be in hea~ 

, . 
ven whilfr on earth; and when we tba J v 

.. carried thither freed from thefe chains, our 
fouls- wm -make their way Witil more eafe :
For they who are always li~ked thus with the 
body, <even when dif~ngaged rna °e very Howl 
advances, like; thore whp . ave worn fetters 
JIlan¥ years; which when !hall arrive at, We 

1hall then live indeed, for this prefent life i 
a d~tb, .·~hich I could lament, if I might. A. 
You have lamented-it fuffici~tly in your book 
of Conlolation; which, when I read, there is
nothing 1 defire more than to leave thefe 
things; but that d.elire ehcreafes, by what I 
have juft now heard. M. The time wilt 
come, and that foon, whether you hang back 
or prefs forward, for time lije. Death is to ~ 
far from bclng an evil, as it lately appeared 
to you, (hat I fufpett, that every tbing is a 
greater evil to man; or nothing a more defire
able good; if we become thereby either Gods 
oorfelves, or companions ' of the Gods. A. 
This '~lll not do, as there are fame who will 

not 
o · 
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not 110 of it. M. But I will not leave 
off difcuffing this point, tm I have convin
ced you, that death can upon no account be 
an evil. A, How can it; after what I have 
known? M. Do you afk how it can ? there 
are ,fuch (wanDs of opponents) pot only Epi
cur ans, whom-I regard very little, but 1 know 

-ow, almofr eery " man of letters: but 
my favourite iC~lrchus, is very llrenuoUi 
in oppofing thee immortality of die foul. : For 
h~ has wrote three books, which are endd d, 
L {blacks, be ufe the difcourle was held 
Mitylene, in which he, would prove that {ouls 
-are mort 1. Indeed, 'the Stoics, give US . IS 

long credit, as the life of a raven; th y allow tile 
foul to exift a great while, but are aga~nft it 
eternity. 

XXXII, Are you willing to hear, even al-
10 ring tbis, why death cannot be an evil? 
A As YOll pleafe; but no one lball force me 
from my immortality. M. I commend you 
indeed for that; tho' we" lbould not depend 
on our opinions; for we are frequently dillurbed 
by fome fubtle conclufion; we give way and 
change our opinions in things that are more 
evident; but in this there is {QfllC obfc it, .. 
Should any thing.of this kind happ::n, it is 

a well 



.. 

52 The Tufculan Difputations Book I 
eJl to be on our guard. A. Y oLl are right 

in that, but I will provide again£l aoyaccident 
M. Ha e you any objection to difmiffing ou 

. friends the toicks? I mean thore, who a1im~ 
that fouls xifi after they lea ve. the body, bu 
not always . • /1. Yes, thofe .~o admit 0 

the only difficulty in this cafc, . hat fouls ma~ 
exift independent of body; b~t reje nat 
which is ot only very probabl , but the con
fequen of their own cODceffion, that if the) 
may e)tiO: fome time, they may [0 forever. M 
You take it right; that is tife very thing 
fhall we give therefore any credit to Panretius 
wJTen he diffents from his Plato? whom he 
every where calls divine, the wifeft, the ho 
nefieft ' of men, the Homer of Phllofopher 
whom he oppofe's, in the £Ingle opinion 0 ' 

the foul's immortality: For he maintains wha' 
nobody denies, that every thing which is ge. 
nerated will periCh; that even fouls are gene. 
rated, appears from the refemblaoce to thoft 
that begot them; which is as apparent in th 
turn of their minds, as their bodies. But h~ 
brings another reafoD; that there is nothing 
which is fenfible of pain, but may al[o fall 
ill; but whatever is fubjeCl: to diforders, i~ 

fubjea to death j the fQul is fcnfible of pain~ 
therefore it'may perilh. . . 

XXXIII. 
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X XIII. There may be refuted; for they 
proceed from his not knowjng, that on the 
(ubject of the immortality of th foul, he 
fpeaks of the mind, which 1110uid be free of 
all turbid motion; not of thofe parts in which 
thqre diforderi ,. anger and luft, ' have heir feat; 
which he, w m he oppofes, imagil es to be 
di III and p rate from the mind. Now 
this ref< mblan is more remarkable .in beafl , 
whofe fouls are void of reafon: But t e lik -
nefs in men, conGfts more in their pe~foi1 j 

and it is of n~ little confequence in what bo
dies the foul is lodged; for th re are many 
things which depend on the body, that ive 
an edge to the foul, ~any which blunt it. 
ArHlotie indeed faith, that all men df parts 
are melancholy; f<1 that I lhbuld not haye been 
difpleafed to have been {omewliat duller than 
I am. He infiances in many, and as jf it was 
matter of fact, brings his reafons for it: But 
if the power of thofe things that proceed 
from the body, are fo great as to influence the 
mind (for they are the things, whatever they 
are, that oecaGon this likcncfs,) it dotb not 
neceifJrily imply, that a fimilitude of fouls 
fhould be orll. I have done with thefe like
nelli s. I willi ..Pan::etius could be here; he 
liv d wi h Africanus; I would enquire of him 
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which of his familYJ the nephewof Africanus's 
brother was like? poffibly in pedon like his " 
father; in his manners, fo like the moll !l
bandoned, that none was more [0. Who was 
the nephew of P. Cra(fus Ek~, that wife and 
eloquent man, .inferior to non : Or the ne
phews and fons of many othef excellent men, 
whofe names there is no occafi~n to mens i ,: .• ( 

t what are we doing? Ha~e we forgor, 
that our l>urpofe was, when we-had fuffident
ly fp()/{e to the immortali ty of the foul; to e
vince, that, (hourd the fouls peri~h, there could 
be, even then, no evil in death? A. I re-

r "'/ membered it very well'; but I had n') difiike 
to' your rambling a little from your pllrpofe, 
whiift .you was talking of the foul's iml or. 
tality. . 

XXXIV. M. J perceive you have fublime 
thoughts, and would willingly reach heaven; 
1 am not without hopes that fuch may be our 
fate. But admit what they afTert; that the 
fouls do not remain after death. A. Should 
it be {o, I fee ourfe!ves deprived of the hopes 
of a happie,r life. M. But what is there of 
evil in that opinion? let tbe foul perith as the 
body: Is there any pain, or indeed any feel
ing at all in the body after death? no one in-

deed 
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deed afferts that; tho' Epicurus c arges De-

. mocritus with faying fo; but tb difciples of 
Democritus deny it. No fc nfe th,erefore re
mains in the foul; for the foul is 00 where J 

where then is the evil? for there is nothing 
but thefe two." ·]s it becaufe the feparation of 
the foul and y cannot be ~tfeCted without 
p~in? but llioelJ that be granted, how fmall 
is that. yet I. think that is falee; and that it 
"is very often -without any fen fe, fometimea 
even with. pleafure, and the whole 8 is very 
triming. whatever it is, for it is inftantancous. 
What makes ·us une fy, or rather, gives us 
pain, is the IP.aving a11 the good things of life. 
Confider, if I might not more properly fay, the 
evil; what rea[orr is there then to bewail the 
life of man 1 and yet, I might, with very 
good reafon; but what occaGon is there, wh n 
I labour to prove that none arc mieerable after 
death; to lU~ke )ife~ more miferabl, by la
menting over it? I hav done that in the book 
I wrote, .to comfort myfe)f as well as I could. 
If then our enquiry is after truth, death with .. 
draws us from evil, not from good. This is 
indeed fo copioufiy handled by H gefias, the 
Cyrenian, that be is faid to h v hoen forbid 
by Ptolemy from publi!hiog them in the fchools, 
becaufe fome who heard him. made away 
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