itations Book I.
elves. « There i Maqungram
-of Callimache ,"% mms of Ambra.
. cia 3 ‘who without any misfortune befulling
hﬂ?"‘ ‘as he faith, threw himfelf from a wall
ito the fea, on reading a bock of Platos.
“The book T mentioned of Hegcﬁas is on
‘imen,*s ﬁarvmg ‘themfelves’; wri?tcn an account
of fomebody who tqok‘ ‘that method to_get
: ﬂdggf hfc but bemg prcvcntcd‘by his friends

e recl ons up to them  the mnﬁenes of hu-
man llfe 1 might do the fame, tho’ not fo
fully as he, who thinks it not worth any
imm 3 W}nlg%to five; T p‘.ﬁ over others, Was
it ﬁ“v"'orthyn'iy w’faﬂs, for, had I died be-
1 M“s lepri ved of the comforts and ho-
nouré of my own ‘fnﬁ»ﬂ’ dnd what I'received
- from mﬁ‘ ﬂ@ﬁhe Jervices, "death would have
’@k‘m ﬁi‘é‘?m&‘ﬁfe e\n!s “of ‘hfc, not its blef-

w-,& g b

£ rp Mg

& V. Propofe Mﬁm any one, ‘who
v %Mﬁm; ‘who never received a
~ Blow from fortune: Imagine that Metcllus,
! Mmﬂ%fwr fons 3 but Priam
 ha m«tmmwﬁhm legitimate:

brtune . power over both, tho'
s "‘§Mt*% éﬂ m“f' Fef Madhs
daoghters, épm and nmeﬁ But Priam
o fell

4




R R PR e

el by ihrhm» ofwa ‘enemy, af‘er"'hnmg .
fled to the altar, deprived of {0 great a proges
ny. Had he died beforcthe rmn of hxs kmgt o
dom, his fons alive i b

With all bis mtgbty ‘wealth elate "

- Under rzcb canopies of Tosers
Would he thcp have been taken from good or
evil? It mighg feem at that time, from good 3

yet furely, that would have been to bis advan-
tage;; nor fHould we have had thefe moquu!

A

verfes,
Lol thef/&all perifh'd in one flaming pi e &)
The foe, old Priam.did of life be ma‘c_t <N
And withbis blood, thy altar,jwo, deﬂk >
As if any thing better could have happened
to him at that time, than to lofe. his'life fo
which had it fallén out foemr would ham
prevented thofe confequences ; or at leaft he
would have been infenfible of them. The
cafe of our friend Pompey, was fomething -
better; when he fell fick at Naples, the Nea-
politaris ‘put - crowns ‘on their heads, as did
thofe of Puteoli; the Mlmﬁncked from the
country toW%: It is a Grecian
cuftom, an a foelith one; yet, it s aﬁgp of good
fortune, Bat the queftion is, had he died,
would he have been taken &omgeod orevil?
Gmam}y frammk 'ﬂchﬂdmb:enmed

'}
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: xg,z - war with | hiabrothnmnrlaw, ‘he had not
taken up arms before he was prepared; he had
. not left his own_houfe, nor fled from Italy 5
l;e,;lgdnqt, after, the lofs of his army, fell un-
armed into the hands of his encmy, and been
put into chains by them His children had not
bqen deftroyed ;* nor, his whole €drtune in the
of of the congquerors ; %vl;o had be
d.v,;da; that time, had died in afl his glory ;
who, by that delay of death, iito what great

: lgd terrible misfortunes did he fall?

m Thefe things are avoided by death,
which tho’ thcy thould never happcn, there
isa 'poﬁibthq they may ; but it- never comes
iito mens heads, that fuch things may befall

em. Every one thinks to be as happy as

Metellas ; as if the numbef of the happy ex-
mded that of the miferable; as if thefe was
i‘ny ocrmuty in_human affairs; as if there
were more rational foundations for hope than
fear. But thould we grant them even this,
that we are by aeaﬁ\ deprived of good things ;
%:m the dead therefore want the good things

life, and “be miferable on that accoum?

: &‘gy mﬁ& neccﬂit’!y(a fo Qa,uhc. wl

‘wa mj&m gl a me-
%\d&dy d, and from hence ;
ﬁ!’haﬂ’,"bu’i ha§ not;ﬁedcﬁm@:?quxm, wants,

Such
ML 3 { .
. \
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' Guch are, T fuppofe, the diftrefles of ‘one to
' whom fometﬁthg'iimnﬂn? “Doth he wafiteyes?
to be blind, is mifery. Ts he in want of childreh ¥
not to have them, is mifery. This is fomething
with the living;, but the dead are néither in want
of the bleffings of life, nor lifg itfelf; T fpeak of
thedead as notéxlﬁmg But would myﬁy oﬁl&.
who do ex:ﬂ’ that we want horns or mngs 7
Certainly not] {houldit be afked, why not?
The anfwer ool be, that not to haye what
! neither cuftom nor nature has fitted you for,
4 would not imply a want of _tho’ .
%wcrc fenfible ygm had them nm : F!l
’yment fhould be prcﬂ'cd over and over ag
that being eftablithed, which if fouls a arc mgr-
. tal, there can be no dlfputc about 3
| that e defiration of them by dcath % (&
: as to remove even the leaft fufpicion
of‘ "fenfe remaining. *'This then hcxgé
. well grounded ‘and eftablithed, we muft cor-
re@ly define what the term to want,. _means ;
that there may be no_ tm&aﬁe in thewo*
To want, then, ﬁgn. . ﬁm tobeym&qg
that, yc;u woild be glad to *!me, for incli-
nation oi-' ’ p t,he Lk
want; Mwe P}‘:qu; ' W@d
fenfe oﬂhc%l'é thau&m um@@y
one. For it admits of&-aiﬂ:'ﬁm '
whcn you are Vnthout a certain thmg, and are.,
i . ; fenfible

-

l ‘
|
l
|
|
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liqu
‘3;' }et can eaﬁly
rnot having it.  You can-
effio !oamdéad that they

# #,‘.r',_nt on %hat agcount.

: 3 ﬁ’%’? a good, which is
m evﬂ to them: 3&\‘. mng man doth not
wani a good unh:é be fs éx&reﬂ'ed without it;

(- a%:d yfet, we may tﬁnderﬁmd foow any man
alive m: want a kin dom. n 1 affert

s Pa%h 5! éannot'gufe too mvg%: art in ex-
nylelf: The cafe is different with
arquin, when he was drove from
2 Bat quite mcotnprchenﬁblc as

‘ Mr”m dead.” For to want, implics to be fen-

Si2

“:Jthc dt,a@ are infenfible; therefore
% bc in no want%

3 "t Q

. 2:0.6'4 1 68 Bu'r ‘whit oecafion is th
hilofophize here,  when Philofophy isg
& concer ‘ed*m%e? How often have not only

enerals, but wﬁolg ‘armies, rufhed on cer-

_”‘%*wﬁch was it to be feared, L. Bru-

d-not fell in fight, to prevent the return

that Tyr ‘ﬁgamégcxpelwé Decius the

;am,gm een’ flain_in~fighting with
'~ ¢ hadhis fon, when engaged

a‘phwv with
el ~the enemies
feen thc,ﬂapw&s falkin

i TR N T e ’j‘ Qﬂc

i, <

"




Pook *

one cam xgn, ﬁgbg'f‘_?, . 'y, the
plains of Cannz, Paulus an

ﬁa Marcellus ; the La
Lucad"i Gracchus: | y of thefe mife-
rable now? fay, not ev“ v then, after they
had breathed hcu' bﬂ’
miferable afw he has loﬁ

it would o, ;f the meamng wgs d
onc was n want of it, but as 1_; 1s
dcnt there can nqthmg in thag,b v 1ph
no cxtﬂcnce’.,vghat can . therc be aff
that which can ncuhcr want, po‘r“"
We fhould havc had this over too ofte
that here lies all that the foul ﬁmég&s at,
from the fear cf death. For wheever.can
clearly apprchend, which-is as manifeft as the
light; that vm:n‘both foul and bqy‘% i
famed, and thercis.a- mtal,dgﬁr‘ :
which was an. apmal - beg

will clearly foe ﬂutshu'p-:’
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thoughts of fome nations pefeffing itfelf
of this city, ten thoufand . ycars hence? Be-
caufe fo great is our regard for our country,
ﬁﬂ to be meaﬁmd»;by our own feeling,
’!wbﬂhu&uﬂlﬁﬁyﬂfu- e

| XXXVIIL Qégth then, whizh threatens
da;ly, from a thoufand accidents, and by
the very ﬁlottneﬁ of life cannet be far off,
doth not deter a wife man from making provi-
ﬁgp.fcr- his country and his family, that
may extend to diftant agcs, and from regard-
?n& Po[tcruy, of which he may have no
fenfatiop. Whercforc a.man may, tho’ per-
fwaded that his foul is mortal, ac for eter.
nity, not from a defire of glory, which he
will be infenfible of, but from a principle of
virtue, which glory will attend, tho’ that is
not his view.  In naturc indeed it is thus; as
our birth was the beginning of things with us,
- death will be the end ; and as we were no
ways concerned with them before we were

~ born, fo we thall have none after we are dead =
~ confider thus, where can be the evil? fecing
; ath has no conne@ion with 7 either the

" dead, or yet thofe that are alive : the one are
, ﬂ ‘the other have nothing to do with it.
| ho make the leaft of death, compare

; as if any one would live ninety

- years
{
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years on condition, ﬁatf&t the éxp]%
fixty, he would ﬂcep out the remainder. - The
very fwinefhould ‘not: accept of life' on thofe
terms, much lefs I ‘Endymioh indeed, if you
liften to fable$, {lépt once ‘on'a timé, oﬁ'[..ﬂ-
mus, 3 m tain of Caria. I i u)e he is
fot as yet oa?;ake Do you | ﬁ?lmkmalge i con-
cerned at the Moon’s being in labour, bywiaom
he was throwp into that fleep; that fhe nigh
embrace him in that circumftance ; for wha
fhould he be concerned for who has no’ fenfe ?
you look on sfleep as an image of death, and
you take that on you daily ; and have y&:;iu’
doubt of there being no fenfe in death, ‘when
you fee there i is none in ﬂccp, whtch Mﬁlbfes
i? ;

XXXIX. Away tbeb wnh @d& ﬂheﬂ!m
fpeak the old woman ; that it is miferablc'to
die before our time, What time do you' mean'?
That of nature? She lent you life, as morey;
without fixing a  time “for its -payment.
lhveymwyﬂndsofMMtM that
he recalls it acher pleafure ? For y cived -
it on thefe terms. They that complain thus
allow, that to diein childhood, 'is Wi}
if in the cradle, more fo; and yet n
bm more ‘exat with . tﬂm :

A SOERNE . G ?‘ o ,m’ﬁ?&

o prat B .

8
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back mﬂie gave: They anfwer by faying,

fuch have not tafted the {weets of life ; the

othér had great expedations from what he

had already edjoyed. They! judge 'better in

other things, and allow a part’ to be prefera-

ble'to none ? why not fo in lifg? Tho’ Cal-

Yimachus i not amifsin faying, giore tears had,
flowed from Priam, than bis' fon; yet they
are th@ught happier ‘who hava lived to old

age.” It would be hard to fay why; for Ido

not\apprehcnd the remainder of life would be

happicr: with any. ' There is flothing more

agreable to a man than prudence, which cld

age. as ‘certainly ﬁnps him ©f, as any thing

elfé = But what age is long ? or what is there

at all longto aman? Doth not

Old age, tho aﬂregarded il attend.
Idbood's paftimes, as the cares cf men?
But becanié therc is nothing beyond old age,
we call that. iong All thefe things are faid
to be. long or fhort, according {0 the propor-
uamof ugne the, nme of life they bear, they were
i 'E. us for, Anﬁo&{e fmh thereis a kind of
hom;aearmc river, Hy@qmg, which runs

hapt:.dtem full age;
: when the fun fets, very old,.
i cfpecnally

L
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vipecially when the days are at the lomcﬁ
compare our 'ongeft age, with eternity, and.
we fhall be found as fhort-lived as thofe lmltr .
animals. "

XL. Let us then defpife all thefe follies,
for what foftet name can I_gnve to fuch levi-
ties? and let uglay the foundation of our hap-
pmeﬁ- in the ftrength and greatnefs of our mind,
ina contemptan‘!l difregard for all earthly things, .
and in the practice of every virtue. For at
prefent we are gnervated by the delicacy of our
imaginations, that fhould we leave this world
before the promifes of bur fortune-tellers are |
made good to us, we fhould think ourfelves de- -
prived of fome great advantages, and feem dif-
appomted and forlorn : But if through life '
we are in continual ﬁxfpcni‘c, ftill expecting, fill
defiving, and are in continual pam and tor-
ture: Good Gods! how pleafant muft that
journey be, which ends in fecurity and eafe !
How plcafcd am T with Theramenes! of
how ‘exalted a foul he a;:pcars! Though we ;
never read of him" without tears; yet jhat,,
excellent man is not va“be’lamen m hu
death ; who, when im :
mand of the drm'ty tyrants, drank of at on
draught, ‘as if ‘ht had b&h”m‘ ths
poxfmd cup, and threw the remamdcr out
F " afs

»
'»
b/
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of it, with fuch force, that it {ounded as it
fell, On hearing the found of it, he witha
finile faid, I drink this to the handfome Cri-
tias; who had been the moft fevere againfl
him: For it is cuftomary thh the Greeks, at
their banquets to name the .perfon to whom
they intend ,to deliver the cap., This ex-
cellent man was pleafant to thedaft, even when
he had reccived the poifon into his bowels ;
and truly foretold his deatls to whom he
drank. of the poifon, which foon followed.
Who that thought death an evil, could ap-
prove of the evennefs of temper in this great
man, at the inftant of dying. Socrates came
a'few years after to the fame prifon and the
fame cup, by the like iniquity of his judges,
as THeramenes by that of the tyrants. What a
{peechis that which Plato fakes him ufe before
his judges, after they had condemned him to
déath? « I am not without hopes, O judges,
that it is a favourable circumftance to me, that
I am condemned to die: For one of thefe
two things muft neceffarily be, that either
death will depnvc me entirely of all fenfe; or
by dymgl fhall go hence into fome other place;
wherefore if 1 am deprived of fenfe, and
death is like ;bat ﬂeep, which fometimes is fo
undifturbed, as to be even without the vifions
of dreams ; 5oodGods‘ what gain is it to die?

R , or
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or what length" of days can be prcfcrable to
fuch a night ? And if the conftant courfe of
future time fhould refemble that nighit, who is
happier~than I 'am ? But if what is faid be
true, that death is buta removal to thofe regi-
ons where thes fouls of the departed dwell 3
that fill muft «bé more happy ; to have
efcaped from thofe who call themfelves judges,
apd to appear Before fuch as are trbly fo,
Minos, Rhadamanthus, /Bacus, Triptole-
mas ; and to meet with thofe who have lived
with JuﬁlCC and probity ! Can this change of
abode appear otherwife than great to you? to_
converfe with « Orpheus, Mufzus, Homer,'
Hefiod, isda privilege of ineftimable value |
I would willingly, ‘were it poffible, die often,
in order to prove the certainty of what I fpeak
of. What fatisfaion muftit'be to meet with
Pa]amcdcs, Ajax, and others, betrayed by the

iniquity of their judges ? T would prove the .
wifdom even of that king of kings, who led .
fuch mighty troops to Troy, that of Ulyfles
and Sifyphus: Nor thould I be condemned as.

I was here, for fuch an enquiry. ~ And as fot :
you, my judges, whohave abfblvod me. ye need
. not fear death, fornothing bad can befall 2 good
- than, whether dead er living, nor are his con-
cerns over-looked by the Gods, nor has this be-
fel me by chance ; por have Iought to charge’
P Xy .. ".* thofe



68 " The Tng/culan Difputations Book 1.

thofe with, who accufed or condemned me,
but their intention of doing me harm.” In
this manner he proceeded 3 but nothing T more
admire than his laft words, < Butit is time, faith
he, for me, togo hence to death; you, to your
employs of Jife; the immortgl Gods know
which is beft; indeed I bglieve no morta’
doth.”

XLIL I had preferred this man’s foul to al
the fortunes of thofe who fat in judgment or
him: Notwithftanding he faith, the God
only knew which was beft, he himfelf did
£or he had'determined that before, but h
held to the laft, the maxim peculidr te him
of affirming nothing. 'And let us hold
this, not to think any thing an evil, that i
a general provifion of nature: And let u
aflfure outfelves, that if death is an evil, ’t
an eternal evil ; for death feems to be th
end of a miferable life; but if death is
mifery, there can be no end. But why do
mention Socrates, or Theramenes, men di

- tinguifhed by the glory of virtue and wifdom
When a certain Lacedemonian, whofe name
~not fo much as known, held death in fuc
* contempt, that, when led to it,by the Epho
- helooked chearful and pleafant;and being th
mtmuptd by one of his- cnemses. Do y«
. defpi

¢
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defpife the laws of Lycurgus? he anfwered, [am
greatly obliged to him, for he has amerced me
in a fine which I can pay without borrowing, or
taking up at intereft, ‘This was a man wor-
thy of Spartal that Iam almoft perfuaded
of his innocepey, from the greatnefs of his
foul.  Our cigy has produced many fuch.
But why fhould I name Genergls, and other
great men, whep Cato could write, thag legions j
have with alacrity marched to that place, from
whence they never expetted to return ? With
no lefs greatnefs of foul, fell the Lacedemoni-
ans, at Thermopyle, of whom Simonides;

Go, firanger, tell the Spartan}, bere we lie,
Who to fupport their laws durj? boldly die.

How nobly did. Leonidas their general fpeak ?
march on with courage, my Laccdemonians ;
to night; perhaps, we fhall fup in the regions
below. This was a brave nation, whilft the
laws of Lycurgus were in force: Oneof them
whena Perfian had faid to him in converfa-
tion, We fhall hide the fun by the number of
our arrows and darts ; replied, We fhall fight
thenin the fhade. Do Italk of their men ? how
great was that Lacedemonian woman, who fent
her fon to battle,and hearing thathe was flain, I
bore ‘him, faith&e for that purpofe, that you
might havea man who durft die for his country.
&y - XLIIL It
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XLIH It is admitted that the Spartans
were bold and hardy: The difcipline of the
republic greatly promoted this. What? have
we not reafon toadmire Theadore, the Cyre-
nean, a Philofopher of fome diftin&tion ? who
when Lyfimachus threatened td crucify him,
bid him keep thofe menaces for his courtiers.

- Theodore is Tndifferent whcther he rot in the
air, or énderground. From which {aying of the
philofopher, an occafion is given me of fpeaking
to the cuftom of burying, anddts ceremonies,
which will require but few words, efpecially
if we recolle@ what has been before faid of
the foul’sinfenfibility.  Theopinion of Socrates
in this is clear, from the book which treats of
his death 5 of which we have ‘already faid a
good deal ; for when he had difputed about
the immortality of the foul, and the. time of
his dying was near;* being afked by Criton,
how he would be buried ; 1 have taken a great
deal of paing, faith he, my friends, to no pur-
pofe, for I have not convinced our Criton,
that I fhall fly from hence, and leave'no part
of me behind? notwuhﬁandmg, Cnton, if
you can overtake me, whereloever you get
hold of me, bury me as you pleafc: Bat be-
lieve me, none of of you wd{beablc to. xcach me
wbén l‘ﬂy heuce. “That was cxccﬂcmly faid,

_ . for
g > Sy ¢ ;
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for he allows his friend to do as he plea’i'ed,
and yet fhewed his indifference about any thing
of this kind. Diogenes was fomething rough-
er, tho” of the fame opinion ; but as a Cynic,
he exprefled himfelf fomewhat harfher ; he
ordered himfelf to be thrown ariy where with-
out burying ; when his friends replied, \ What,
to the birds and. beafts ? by no‘means, faith
he, place my ftaff near me, that I may drive
them away. Thcy anfwer, How can you do
that, for you will not perceive them, How
am 1 concerned then in being torn by thofe
animals, if I have no fenfe ? Anaxagoras, when
he was near dying at Lampfacus, and was
afked by his friends, whether, if any thing
fhould happen to him, he would not choofe
to be carried to. Clazomenz, his country,
made this excellent anfwer ; No, fays he, there
is no occafion for that, all placcs are at an
cqual diftance from the infernal regions, There
is one thing to be obferved on the whole of
burying, that it relates to the body, whether
the foul live or perifh: now with regard to"

the body, it is clear, that, let the foul hve or
not, that has no fenfandm ]

XLIV. But all things are full of errors,
Achilles drags He&or, tied to his chariot; he
‘thinks, I fuppofe, be tears his fleth, and

F 4 4 that

v
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that  Hector feels the pam of it ; therefore he i

revenged, as he imagines; but Hecuba bewail
this as a fore misfortune :

1 faw (a dreadful fight!) great Hesor Jlain
“Drag'd at Achilles’ car along the plain.
What Heétorn * or how long wil he be Hector
Accius is better in this, and Achilles is fome-
times more reafonable,
I Heétor’s body to bis fire con'vey d,
Hector I fent to the infernal fhade.
- It wasnot He@or that you dragged along, bu
a body that had been Hector’s. Here anothe
ftarts from underground, and will not fuffe
fiis mother to fleep;
To thee I call, my once lov'd parent, bear,
Nor longer with thy ﬁee?'rel:e've thy care;
Thine eye unpitying me is clos d—arife,
" Lingring I wait the unpaid obfequies.
. 'When thefe-verfes are fung with a flow anc
melancholy tune, fo as to affe@ the wholc
thutre with fadnefs, one can fcarce help think-
ing thofe unhappy, that are unburied:

Ere the devouring dogs and bungry wultures ;
- He is afraid he fhall not have the ufe of hi

. limbs fo well, if they are torn to pieces, bu

is under no fach apprehenﬁoas if thcy are
bumed 3,

Nw

(
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Nor leave my naked bones, mjfa’ér fe})iqiﬁj 3
To fhameful wviolence, v;‘an’d‘ bloody frains.

What could he fear, who could pour forth
fuch excellenteverfes, to the found of the flute?
We mutft therefore adhere to 'this, that nothing
is to be regarded after we are dead ; tho” many
‘revenge themfelves on their dead enemies. Thy-
eftes, in fome good lines of Ennius, prays, firft,
that Atreus may perifh by a thip-wreck, which
is certainly a very bad death; fuch an exit is
very fhocking! then follow thefe unmeaning
expreflions,
' e i ot
On.the [barp rock bis mangled carcafe lay,
His intrauls torn to bungry birds a prey,
May be convulfive writhe bis pendant fide,
And with bis clotted gore the flones be died.
The ftones had as much feeling as he who lay
on them; though Thyeftes imagines he has
wifhed him the greateft torture : It would be
pain indeed were he fenfible. But as he is
not, it can be none! then how very unmean-
ing is this?
Let bim, fiill bovering o'er the Stygian wave,
Ne'er reachthe body's peaceful port, thegrave.
You fee what miftakes they are under; he
imagines the'body has its haven, and that
the dead arc at reft in their graves. Pe-
p ‘ lops
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lops was to: blame hot to have informed and
taught his fon what regard was due to every
thing,

XLV Bat dlel'c is no occafron to animad-
vert on the opinions of particulars, when you
may obferve whole nations to fall into thofe
errors. The Egypuans emmbalmed their dead,
and kept them in. their houfes ; the Perfians
drefs thetn over with wax, that they may
preferve their bodies as Jong as poffible. It is
cuftomary with the Magi, to bury none of
their order, unlefs they have been firft torn
by dogs. In Hyrcania, the people maintain
dogs for the public ufe, their nobles have their
own: we know they have a good breed of
dogs; but every one, according to his ability,
provides himfelf with fome, in order to be
torn by them ; and they hiold that to be the
beft interment. Chryfippus, who is curious in
all kinds of hiftorical fa@s, has colle@ed ma-
ny other things of this kind, but fome of them
are {o offenfive as not toadmit of being related.
- All that has been faid of burying, is not worth
our regard, with refpect to ourfelves, but not
to be neglected as to our friends, provided we
are perfuaded that the dead are infenfible: but
the living indeed fhould confidér.what is due
to cuftom and opinion, but they thould in this

confider
e .
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confider too, that thedead are no ways interefted
in it. But death ‘truly is then met with the
moft tranquillity, when the dying man can
comfort himfelf with his own praife. No one
dies too foon who has finifhed the conrfe of
perfe& virtue: Death might have called on
me often vcrx feafonably, oh! how I with it
had! for I have gained nothmg by the delay :

I had gone oyer and over again the duties of
life ; nothing temained but to contend with
fortune.  1f reafon then cannot fufficiently

fortify us to a°contempt of death, let our paft’

life confirm us in the convi&ion that we havc
lived too long: For noththﬂah&?ng the da-

privation of fcnfc, the dead ‘are not’ wu?h-'

out that good which properly belongs to
them, the praife «and glory they have ac-
quired, tho” they are not fenfible of it: For
altho’ there ‘was nothing in glory to make it
_ defirable, yet it follows virtue as its thadow.

- But the judgment of the multitude on good -

men, if ever they form any, is more to their

own praife, than of any real advantage to the "

dead; yet I cannot fay, however it may be
received, that Lycurgus and Soloh are with-

out the glory of " their laws, and the public ‘

difcipline they- eftablithed : Or that Themi-

ftocles and Epam:nondas have not the glory
of tbcxr martial virtue, Neptune fhall fooner

bury

(
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bury Salamine with. his waters, than the me.
mory of the trophies gained there, and the
‘Beeotian Leu@ra fhall perith fooncr than the
glory of that action. But the fams of Curius,
Fabricius, Calatinus, the two Sgipio’s, and the

two Afiicanus’s, Maxlmus, Marcellus, Paulus,
Cato, Lalius, and numberlefs ®hers, (hall re-
main longer with them. Whoever has caught
any refemblance of them, not eftimating it by
common fame, but the refl applaufe of
good men, may with confidence, fhould it

be neceflary, approach death; which we
know to be, if not the chief good, at leaft
pnoevil: Such an one-would even choofe to
die, whilft he was in profpérity ; for all the
favours that could be heaped on him, would
not be o agreable to him, asto lofe them vex-
atious.That fpeech of the Lacedzmonian feems
to bave the fame meaning ; who, when Dia-
goras the Rhodian, who had himfelf been a
conqueror at the Olympick games; faw two
of his own fons conquerors there, he approach-

ed the old man, and congratulating him, faid,
You fhould die pow, Diagoras, for no greater
~happinefs czn atiend you. The Greeks look
.on thefe, as great things; perhaps they think
- t00 high of them, rather did fo then. He,
- :who faid this to Diagoras, looking on it as fome-
thing very extraordinary, that three out of
4 one
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one family fhould have been conquerors there,
thought it could anfwer no purpofe to him, to

continue any longer here, expofed only toa re- -

verfe of fortunc. '

XLVL T gight have given a fatisfactory
anfwer in this point, with few words, as you
allowed the dead were not miferable : But I
have laboured it the more for this reafon;
becaufe this is our greateft confolation in the
lofing and bewailing of our friends, For we
ought to beat with difcretion, any grief that
arifes from ourfelyes, or on our own account,
left we fhould feem to Be influenced by felf-
love. But fhould we fufpe& our departed
friends to be under thofe evils, which they
are generally imagined to be,and to be fenfible
of them, fuch a fufpicion would give us into-
lerable uneaﬁncfs I wanted, for my own fake,
t6 pluck up this opinion by the root ; and on
that account I have been perhaps too tedious.

XLVIL 4. You tooxd:om? not mdeed
to me. I was induced by the former part
of your fpcech, to with to die; by the
latter, to be indifferent, or at leaft not to be |
unealy about it. But' on'the whole' I am
convinced that’there can be no evil in death,
M. Do you expe that I fhould give' you

an
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an Jcp!loglc, like the Rhetoricians, or fhall
I forego that art? 4. 1 would not have
you give over an art you have fet off to fuch
advantage; and you was in the right in that,
for; to fpeak the trath, it has fet you off. But
what is that epilogue ? for I thoyld be glad to
hear it-whatever it is, A/, It igcuftomary in
the fchools, ‘to produce the opinions of the
immortal Gods on death ; nor are thefe opini-
ons the frmts of imagination alone, but have
the authonty of Herodotus and many others.
Cleobis and Biton are the firft they mention,
fons of the Argive prieftefs; itis a known ftory;
as it 'was neceffary fhe thould be drawn in a
chariot, ;to a certain ftated facrifice, folemni-
zed at a.temple, fome confiderable diflance
from the_town, and the catde that drew it
went very ﬂowly, thofe two young men I
mentioned, pulling off their garments, and an-
ointing their bodies with oyl, applied them-
felves to the yoke: The Prieftefs being thus
conveyed to the temple drawn by her two
fons, is {aid to thave entreated the Goddefs to
beftow on them,. for their picty, the greateft
gift that a God could confer: the young
men, after havmg feafted with their mother,
fell afleep ; and in the morning they. were:
found dead. Trophonius and Agamedes are
fand to. ﬁave put up the fame petition, who
bavmg
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i having built a temple to Apollo at Delphi,
fupplicating the God, defired. of him fome ex-
traordinary reward for their care and labour,
particularizing nothing, but only what was
beft for men, Apollo fignified that he would
beftow it the thxrd.day at fun-rifing; on
that day they®were found dead. This they
fay was the plrticular determination. of that
God, to whom the reft  of the Deities have

affigned the protince of dxvmmg. %:cu

XLVIIL There is anothcr lxuh ﬁory
told of Silenus, who, when taken prifoner
by Midas, is faid to have ade him this pre~
fent, for his ranfom ;. he informed him, that .-
never to have been born, was. by far the
greateft blefling that could happen to”mans;
the neareft to it, was, to die very-foon:
Which very opinion Euripides makes ufc of
in his Crefphan,

When man is born, ’tis fit with jblmm ﬁm
We [peak our fenfe of bis aproaching woe;

- With other geflures, and a different eye,
Proclaim our pleafure when be’: bid o d:e.

There is ibmcthmg like ‘this m C
Con folatton for he falth thlt Ta‘m%ns of \
Elyfia, bcmoaniqg h&vdy the | lof .af his

'fon, .came to a phcc of ;ﬁmﬁxon Qo in-
form
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to mform imfelf wh he vm vlﬁlcd thb

fo great affliction, and recéxved in hxs table(

tWthfeewr&s ’

Thou foot to murmur at Elitbynam death !

The blooming youth to fdte refigns bisbreath :

That fate, whereon yous bappinefi depends,

A¢ once the pavent and the | Zcfr:erzds.
On thefe and fuch like authorities they affirm
this caufe to have been determined by the
Goas. *But Alcidamas, an jmcnt Rhetori-
cian, "of great rcputauon wrote even in praife
of acath by recounting the evils of life; he
has much of the orator, but was unacquamtcd
with the more reffied arguments of the philo-
; ﬁ)phcrs With the Rhetoricians indeed to die
for our; coumry, is always not only glorious,
but happy: They go back a$ far as Ere@heus,
whofe very daughters underwent death, for the
fzfety of their fellow citizens: They inflance
Codrus, who threw’ hrm?clf into the midft of
his enemies, drefled hke a common man, that
his royal robes might ot ﬁ'eti‘ay him ; becaufe
the oracle had declared the Athenians coné;ue—
rors, iftheir king was flain.  Menzceds isnot
overlooked by them, who, on the publifhing
of an oracle, frecly gave up his blood to his
country. "lphlgmu ordered herfelf to be
conveyed to Aulis, to be’ ficrificed, that her
blood might be the means of fpilling that of

ol s her
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~ her enemies. From heaoe they proooedCo

inftances of a frefher date, " Harmodius and.

Ariftogiton, Leonidas the Laced@monian, and

Epaminondas the Theban, areqmm;h talked
. of ; they were not acquamed with the many
. inftances in-our qountry, to give a lift of whom,
would take up tpo much time; fo great is
the number of thofe to whom an honourable.
death was alwaysdefireable. Notwithftanding
it is thus, we muft ufe much perfuafion,
and a loftier ftrain of doquence to bring men
to begin to with to die, or to ceafe to be
afraid of death, For if that laft day doth.
not occafion an entire extin®ion, but a°
change of place only, what can be more
defirable ? . But if it deftroys,  and abfolutely
putsan end to. us, What is_ p}efcrablc to the .
having a deep fleep fall on us, in the midft
of the fatigues o:h!h, and thus overta-
ken to fleep to eternity ? which fhould it
be the ca{'e, Enmm fp«c@ exceeds Solon’s;
for our Ennius faith,

by LEah T 07 G

Let none bgﬁmupn gm bier i1y gy

0"‘ "“‘ﬂﬁm"" N 4 m‘..,;.-h;
Bot that wife ‘man, . 0 0

Let me nat unlamented Jie, but cﬂ"f"ﬂ

Bur)! furtb the-ténder figh, the friently tear.
Should it indeed be our cafe to know the time
G : appomud
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appointed. by God for us to die, let us pre-
pare ourfelves for .it, with a pleafant and
grmful mind, as thofe who are delivered
from a jail, and eafed from their fetters,
10 go back to their eternal and (without dif-
pute) their own habitation ;, or to be diveft-
ed of all fenfe and tronble. But ‘fheuld we
mot be acquainted with this decree, yet
thould we be fo difpofed, gs to look on that
laft <hour as happy for us, tho’ fhocking to our
friends; and never imagine that to be an evil,
which is an appointment of the immortal
Gods, or of nature, the common parent
.of all. For it is not by hazard or with-
out defign . that we have-a being here ; but
doubtlefs there is a certain. power, concern-
ed for -human’‘nature; Which would neither
have produced nor provided for a being,
.which after having gone through the labours of
life, was to fall into an eternal evil by death.
Let us rather infer, that we have a re-
treat and haven prepared for us, which,
I wifh, we could make for, with crouded
fails ; ‘but tho' *e winds_fhould not ferve,
_ yet -we fhall of courfc gain it, tho’ fome-
- whatlater. But how can that be miferable for
~one. whlch all muft andergo? I have given
~ you an epilogue, that you might not think I

had omooked or neglefted any thing. 4.
Iam
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I am perfuaded you have not ; and indeed that
ilogue has confirmed me. M, Iam glad it
had that effe@; but it is now time to
ofult our healths; to-morrow, aadalkthc
me we continue here, let us -

bject ; and prigcipally that which mayelﬁmr
in, alleviate ouj fears, and leflen our defires,
hich is the greateft advantage we can m
om the wholc.!of WY- e b luody
ot "l z«fzrm. v asslan s dad
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TuscuLAN DisPuTATIONS

.
OF

-,

Marcus Tullius Cicero.

»

BOOK IL
On bearing PAIN. ~

L EoproLEmus in Ennius indeed faith, -
that the ftudy of philofophy, mode-
rately purfued, was expedient for him; but to
give himfelf up entirely to it, was what he
did not approve of. ~ As to my part, BRUTUS,
T am perfeétly perfuaded that it is expedient
for me to philofophize; for what can I do
better, having no employ? but I am not for
proceeding but a little way in it, like him:
For it is difficalt te acquire the knowledge of
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a_little, . without -acquainting  yourfelf with
~shafy; oF all lits branches ; nof can you wel!
fele€t that little but out of a great number : Nor
canany one who has acquired. fome knowledge
thereof, avoid endeavouring at more, with the
fame inclination, Butin a life of buﬁncfs like
Neoptolemus's, and in a milttary® way, that
little may have its ufe, and *yield fruit, tho’
not {o plentifully as the whole of philofophy ;
yet fueh asin fome degree niay at times leflen
our cefires, our forrows; and our fears: Juft ac
the cffeét of our late Tufculan difputations
feemed to be a. great contempt of death;
which (contempt ) is ef no fmall efficacy to the
“ridding the mind of fear; < For whoever dreads
what cannot be avoided, can by no means
* live with any fatisfaction:  Bat he who is under
no fear of death, not only from the neceflity of
dying, but from a perfuafion that death itielf
hath nothing terrible in it, has very greadc-
-eurity for a happy life. However, I am not ig-
norant; that many 'will-firenusufly oppofe us ;
~which can be no'otherwile avoided than by
not writing. at all. -~ For if my orations, which
were addrefled to the judgment 2nd approba-
aﬁmﬁm (ﬁn‘m&mmd

W‘*M Whﬂt what they

f arc
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are pcrﬁmded they can attain to thCIIM* :
and who confine good fpeaking to what they
may hope to reach, and who declare, when
they arc overwhelm’d with a flow of words
and fentences, that they prefer the utmoft po-
verty of thought and expreffion to that plenty
and copioufnef8; (from whence’ arofe the kind
of Attic oratory, which they who profefled
it were ftrangers to, and which is already fi-
lenced, and laughed out of the very ceurts of
juftice) ; what may I not expe@, when at pre-
fent I cannot have the leaft countenance from
the people, by which I was upheld before ? For
philofophy is fatisfied withsa few judges, of
herfelf induftrioufly avoiding the multitude;
who are jealous of it, and utterly dxfplcafed
with it : Sothat, fhould any one undertake to
cry down the wholé, he would have the people
on his fide ; or thould he attack that, which I
particularly. profefs, he might have afliftance
from the fchools of theother philofophers. But
I have anfwered the detractors of philofophy in
general, in my Hortenfius. What I had to
fay in favour of the Academicks, ».Ithhk,fﬁy :
ficiently explained inmy Academicks.. . .~ 7
- 1L But yet I mbﬁ from defiring that
~none fhould write ag

T moft ~Zaeftly covet;

ver Mmmwmm
= | 4 s
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from theMm acquired from. the con-
tcnt&ow and difputations of ' their learned
 therefore I recommend to all who have abi-
fihg ‘to fnatch this art- alfo, from declining
’Gf‘gccc and tranfport it to us; as our An-
Xﬂors by their ftudy and induftry imported all
eir other arts,'which were worth having. Thus
the praife of oratory, raifed frotn a low degree,
1s arrived at fuch pcrfeéhon, that it muft now
daclmc, and, as is the nature of all things,
- verge‘to its dtﬁ'oluuon, in a very fhort time,
. Let philofophy then, from this. time fpring a-
*frefh in the Latin tongue, and let us lend it our
affiftance, and let 6s bear patiently tobe con-
‘tradiGted and refuted ; which they diflike
J(ﬁ\é’ are devoted to certain determined opinj-
ons, ‘and are under fuch owganons to maintain
them, that tho’ they can fquort them by no
argum"é’nts they are forced to abide by them,
.o avoid the impuut:on of ﬁchlene(s We who
Purfuc only’ probabxhnes ‘and’ cannot go be-
Yimd what is l!kely, can’ conﬁ% others with-
oot 6b&magy; and nre’, ,‘pared to be con-
"'ﬁit‘e'd “ourfelves without refentment. Befides,
‘werethefe fudies brought hote to us, we
B T e itk "hb’rsrm, in which
- ghiefe i an infinite namber’ of books, by rea-
: cﬁwwukmmmg«ehms
mon practice wi mytorepe:t
ﬂ'ﬂ“‘ OdW ,_wk!)(f 1) v Jix' bzar o
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the fame things which have been wi&%wjo-
* thers, which'ferves no plﬁ‘po’fc but to ftul
fhelves: and this w:llbe our cafe, if many :{p-
ply themfelves to this fludy. But let us excite
thofe, if poffible, who have had a liberal
educanon and are mafters of an elegant fiyle,
and phllofopbxze with reafon and‘nct'hod

III. For there 'is a farther certain tnbe who
would wxll’m y be ' called phxlofophcrq, whofe
books in our ngua are faid to be numcrous,
which T do not de;p:ﬁ! forindeed I never e,read
them ¢ but becaufe the: authors ihcmfel es 4
clare that they write thhout any regularlty ,or
method wnthoutelegancc or ornamcnt Idonot
chufe to read what is fo void of cntcrtunment. '
Thereis no one imthe leaft acquamted wnth Tet-
ters but knows ﬂi ¢ ftyle and fcntxments of that
fchool ; whcfcf’drc ﬁncc thcy are at no_pains
about ex refﬁon{ ¢ do not fce why they fhould
be ‘read’ y any bpt onc‘ another : let them
read thcm, 1 e, who are of dp
fame opinions : ngr as aﬁ’ rcad Plato, ‘and the
other Socratnci, fg;ung
tﬂcm,fcgcn'&yr, wh do qot alh)y of m
DBINGN'WJ&“ Wf%fm,m
EPWUTM MMMMW
they alone read thefe Latin books, who allol;

. 4 : #



of their M B&m llyﬂpmmn; whatever
is. publifhed, fhould be recommended to the
reading of every man of learning; and tho’ we
may not fucceed in thisourfelves, yet neverthe-
lefs. we muft be fenfible that this ought to be
the aim of every writer, I am pleafed with
the manner of ‘the Peripatetics; and Aca-
demics, off difputing on both fides of the quef-
tion ; not folely from its being the only me-
thed of difcovering the probable, but becaufe
it affords the greateft fcope for. reafoning;
a method that Ariftotle firft made ufe of, af-
terwards all the Ariftotelians ; and in our me-
mory Philo, whom'.we have often heard, ap-
pointed one_ time to treat of the precepts of
‘*m&hdomnng, another for philofophy ; to
which cuftom I was brought to conform by
means of my friends at my Tufculum, where
our leifure time was {pent.in this manner.  So
* that as we did yefterday, before: noon- we ap-
~ plied ourfelves to fpeaking 5 and in the after-
noon went down into the Academy: The
difputations beld there I have acquainted you
with, not in a narrative way, but almoft in
ﬁgmm: mﬁbhhiqucnuiad on,

iy Moy
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beexprefled how much Imdehmw
ther cdified by your difcourfeof yefterday, Tho”
I am confcious to myfelf that 1 was never
over-fond of life, yet attimes, when I have
confidered that there would be an end to this
life, and that I muft fome time or other part
with all its geod things, a dréad and uneafi-
nefs has intrdded on my thoughts ; but now,
believe me, 1am fo freed from that kind of
uneafinefs, that I think it not worth any re-
gard. M, I'am not at ‘all furprized at that,
for it is the effect of philofophy, which is the
medicine of our fouls ; it difcharges all ground-
lefs apprehenfions, frets ué from defires, drives
away fears: but it has not the fame influence
over all ; it exerts itfelf moft, when i falls in
with a difpofition proper for it. For fortune
doth not aloneyas the old proverb is, dffift the
bold, but realon more fo ;- which, by certain
precepts, -asit were confirms even courage it-
felf. You was born naturally great and foaring,
and with a contempt for all things here ; thefe-
fore a difcourfe WM had an caly yol?-
feffion of a brave foul.  'But do you

that thefe Mew have any”fc’ir&'m




rmable to the dictates of rea-

fon ? who+look on their pfofeﬁiou, not asa
: ~o dxfplaymg their learning, butas a
ir pra@ice? who follow their own
epts and comply with theig own decrees?
s: ‘may fee fome of that levxty, that vanity,
thiat it ‘'would” have been - better” for them to
‘have been ignorant ; fome covetohs of money,
fome ambitious, many flaves to their lufts; fo
that theif difcourfes and their actions are moft
firangely at variance ; than which nothing in
ny opinion is more unbecoming ; for it is juft
#s if one who profefled teaching grammar,
thould ‘fpeak with impropriety ; or a mafter
of mufic, fing ‘out of tune; it has the worfe
WD&, becaufe he acts contrary ‘to his
effion: So a philofopher, who errs in the
condué of his life; is the more infamous, be-
caufe he miftakes in thevery thing he pre.
ténds'to teach, and whilft he hys down rules to
thhfc by, is mcgn!ot in his own life. -

R LG R R vl A
= V.LAShmld thwbc &Bcaft, is it nq&p
: #&eﬂmmmdﬁwuﬁ philofophy
2 for what ftronger apmcm
an there «he,.m,wemﬂcnk.ww that
ers live immorally ?
indeed, amwws.ﬁorasau
: MWW %Pd
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this fentiment of Accius i falfe, and-affested
without any foundationy v i e & e

The ground you Jow om, 75 gf fmafl dtﬂa:f il
To yield & crop good jééd can never /mi

s |
So all minds do not anfwer thu: cnltum, M

to go on with the comparifon, -as the field,na+
turally fruitful cannot produce a crop, without

drefling, fo neither can the mind,  without is
provement ; ‘fuch is the weaknefs of cither
without the other.  Whereas philofopliy is the
culture of the, mind : This it is which plucks
up vices by the roots; prepares the mind for
the recciving of feed, commits them /to..if,
or, as I may. fay, fows them, that, mmm
to maturity, they may  produce a.

harveft : . Let. us proceed  then as,

gun; fay, if you pleate, what thall be the fub- *
jet of our difputation. 4. I look on pain to be
the greateft of all evils. A4, What, greater than
infamy 2 .. I dare not indeed affert that, and
1 bluth to think I am fo foon driven from my
opinion. + M. ~You would  have hadx‘gtm
reafon for bluthing, had you perfevered in i
for what'is fo unbecoming ? WM'  af
worfe to you, than difgrace, wick
_.msmouluy?JTomﬁd'A - what
fhould 'we riot “only not '

.take omﬁm»w Muﬂgm&‘ g

o



.’"m yaahumwm that pain is not
the greateft evil, yet furely it is an evil. M,
« Do you perccive then how much of the terror

‘of pain you have given upen a fmall hint > 4.
I fec that plainly, but I fhould e glad to give
8p moreof it. M. T will endeavour at it, but
it is a great undertaking, and T muft have no
contradi@ion. 4. You fhall havenone ; asl
behaved yeﬂ:ﬂt'!ay, fo now I will follow reafon
w‘herever fhe leads.

VI Firft then, I will {peak to thc weak-
m(s of fome, and the various fecs of philofo-
phers; the head of ‘'whom, both in authority
and antiquity, was Ariftippus, the Socratic,
“&Mtated not to fay, that pain was the
gvme&' of all ‘evils. Next Epicurus cafily
gave into this effeminate and enervated opini.
on. After him Hieronymus the Rhodian, faid,
that to be without pain ‘was the chief good,
15 great an evil did pain appear tohim. The
&f%&pﬁg’ Zeno, Arifto, "Pyrrho, were
pretty much of the fame opinion you was of
ﬂow,“ﬂxit it was indeed an evil, but there
ny ‘worfe. Therefore what nature

herfelf, and ‘every generous foul difavows,
hat pair W&Maw cateft of ‘evils
'* ) bﬁrﬂ? ced when in-

P mdoﬁmﬁ to it :sthxs what
y the miftrefs of life continues to
maintain
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maintain for fo many ages? “What duty-of
life, what praife, what reputation would ‘be
of fuch confequence, that a man fhould be des
firous of gammg itat ﬁwupme:ofﬁzbmntmg
to bodily pain, when he confiders pain as the
greateft evil 7 On the other fide, what dif-
grace, what " ignommy wbuﬂ*% not fubmit

to, that'he might aveid pain, when perfuaded,
that it was the greatelt of evils? ‘Befides,
what perfon, who looks “ofi pﬁm‘a as the
greateft of evils, is not miferable; not only
when he a@ually feels pain, but whien he re-
fleéts that it rmiy befall him? hence it follows:
that every man is miferabie.  Metrodorus ins .
deed thinks him perfe@ly happy, whofe body
is free from all diforders, and has an affurance
that it will always: dontxmr-fo; buz who is
therc canbctﬂ'umioﬁxhsc? SR T e
i ok e
L« VIL Epeums wuly faxth &ch‘thngg,wf
his defign was to.make people laugh;_ for bF
afficms. {omewhere, that if @ wife man was
be m«!s.or put «tv«témrm«; IO, S

p:foluuop ! that, fo. me, He:

be very commndéﬁiw’f;’ oming
Hercules 1 W;?ht this will not i 2
£pm;rug aropuﬂ mdhnrdynuu'! z%. if he

e el
ey -,
= Lol A0 it ’h!d%
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was in Phalaris’s Bull;-he would fay,, how
fweet itis? how little do I regard it! Whae
fweet? isit not fufficient, if it is not difagreeable ?
but thofe very men who deny pain to'be an evil,
to fay, that it is agreeable ta any, one to be
tormented ; they rather fay, that it is hard,
affli@ing, unnatural, but yet ‘no evil. He
who faith it is the only evil, and the very
worft of all evils, yet thinks a wife man
would pronounce it fweet. I do not re-
quire of you to {peak of pain in the fame words
which Epicurus doth, a man‘as you know
devoted to pleafure ;' he may make no differ-
ence if he pleafes, between Phalaris’s Bull, and
his own bed : But I cannot allow this wife
man tQ be fo indifferent about pain. If he
bears it with courage, it is fufficient ; that he
ﬂ;onld'rejoiee in it, I do not expect ; for pain

is certainly fharp, bitter, againft nature, hard
to fubmitto, and bear, Obferve Philoctetes :
we ‘may allow him to lament; for he faw
Hercules himfelf grieving loudly thro’ ex-
tremity of pain on mount Oeta: the arrows
Hercules prefented him thb were then no
confolauon to hxm, when '

The vipers bite me bis veins
{W MM rdckd bim p:tp its bitter pains.

B

g e it s
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And therefore he cries omrdeﬂtmg help;* and"

withing to die, b Sy
L LA

Ob! that Jome ﬁ':eadly baud its. aid would
lend,

My body from this rock': ugﬂ lmgbt toﬁad

Into the briny deep 5 I'm all on fire, oot

And by this fatal wound, muj} jbon.‘expitev i v

It is-hard “to'fay, he wis not oppreffed with"
cvil, and great evil too! who was obhged to v
cry out in this manner, o '

VIil. But- Iet us obfcrv; Hercules huﬂﬂf &
who was fubdued by painys'at the very time,
he was in queft of immortality by dymg. ‘
What words doth Sophocles here put jin bis
mouth, in his Trachinie ? whq, when Defunira
had put upon him a tunick dyed in the cen-
taur’s blood, and it fluck to his entrails, faith,

What tortures T endure, n0 words can tefl

Far greater thefe, than tbyi which erft k-',
ell,

Fr{m t5e dire m'ror of tb corybrt Fove s - -

Eenflern Eufxﬂbm: @re cmmands a&lg;

This of thy daugbter, Ocneus, is the |

Beguiling me with ber envenom'd fuity,

W bofe clof: emsbrace, doth on my entrailsprey,

Confuming life; my lungs forbids to play;
B H Te
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The é/aod/br_'/bkes my veins, my nianly heart
Forgets to beat ; enervated each part,
Neglects'its office, whilff my fatal doom,
Proceeds ignobly, from the weaver's loom,
The band of foe, ne'er hurt me, nor the fierce
Giant, iffuing Jrom bis parerzt earth.
Né'er could the Centaur - fuch aBlow enforce,

 No barbarousfoe, nor all the Grecian force ;
This arm no favage people couid withfiand,
W hofe'realms I travers'd, to reform the land,
Thus, the' I ever bore a manly heart,
I fall a viéiim to a woman's art.
Affift, my fon, if thou that name dofl bear,

. My groans preferri mg to thy metheér’stear ;
-Convey ber bere, if, in thy pious beart,
Thy mother fbares not an unequal part :
Proceed, be bold, thy father's fate bemoan,
Nations will join, you will not weep alone.
O what a fight is this fame briny fource,
Untknown before, thro all my labour’s courfe 2
That virtue, which could brave each toil but

late,

With awoman’s weahq/.'cmfw bewatilsits fate.
Approach, my ﬁn, bebold thy fatbher laid,
A wither'd carcafe, that implores thy aids |

- Let all bebold ! and thon, imperious Jove, .
On nie 2"':&'?5} Itgbt ning from above:
Now all its force the poifon dath affume,

n}ﬁamt entra:l: with its flame confume, §
~ Gre

R
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Creft fallen, un-embrac'd I now let fall,
Liftlefs, thofe bands that /ately conquer'd all 3
When the Nemeean lion own’d their force,
And be, indignant fe¥l a breatblefs corpfe :
The ferpent flew, of the Lernean lake,

As did the Hydra of its forcé partake :
By this too fell the Erymantbian boar :
E’en Cerberus did his weak ffrength deplore.
This finewy arm did overcome with eafey
That dragon, guardian of the golden fledced
My many conquefls letfome others traces
At’s mine to fay, I never knew difgrace.

Can we then defpife pain., when we fee Her.
cules in fuch intolerable pain?

IX. Letus fee what Afchylus fays, who was
not only a poet, but according to report a Pytha-
gorean philofopher: = How doth he make’

‘Prometheus bear the pain he fuffered for

the Lemnian theft, when he clandeftinely ftole
away the celeftial fire, and beftowed it on:
men, and was feverely panifhed by Jupiter for
the ‘theft. - Fiftened to mount Caucafus Ke’
fpeaks thus, b
Tbou beav'n-born race #' fl' ttdm bqrgf@ﬂynd:
Bebold thy brother I as the jalors famd
With'caze the bottom, and their fhips conﬁﬁe‘
Tﬂ ﬁme Jafe fhore, withancho cndmfb line:
H2 Se
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S0, by Jove's dread decree, the God of fire
Confines me kbere, the viétim of Fove's irgy
With baneful art, bis dire machine be jbaﬁ?
From fuch a God, what mortal €'er efcapes?
When. each third day fhall tyiumph o'er the

night, . . ;
Then doth the vulture with bis talons light,
Seizing my entrails ; which in rav'nous guize,

He preys on! then, with wings extended flies

Alq;t, and brufbes with bis plumes the gore :
But when dire ove my liver doth reflore,

Back be returns impetuous to bis prey,

Clapping bis wings, be cuts th’ etherial way.

“Thus do I nourifh with my blood this peft,

Confin'd my arms, unable to conteft,

Intreating only, that in pity Fove

Wanld take my life, and this curs'd plague

remove.

But endlefs ages paft, unbeard my moan,

Sooner fhall drops diffolve this very flone.

We fearce think it poffible not to call one af.
fe@ed in this manner, miferable ; if fuch :
one is miferable, then pain is an evil.

= X.A. Hitherto you are on my fide; I wil
" fee to that by and by 5 in the mean while
* whence are thofe verfes? T do not remembe
them. M. 1 will inform you, for you are ii

! the right to afk ; you fee that I have mucl
= o leifur:
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leifure. 4. What then? M. I imagine, when

ou was at Athens, you attended frequently
the fchools of the philofophers? A4 Yes,and
with great pleafure. M. You obferved then,
tho’ none of them at that time were very elo-
quent, yet they ufed to throw in verfes in their
harangues. A. Dionyfius the Stoic ufed to
apply a great many. M. You fay right; but
they were repeated without any choice or ele-
gancy. But our Philo gave you a few fe-
le¢t lines and well adapted ; wherefore fince I
took a fancy 'to this kind of elderly declama-
tion, I am very fond of quoting our poets,
and where I cannot be ﬁ:pphcd from them,
I tranflate from the Greek, that the Latin
language may want no ornament in this kind
of difputation, *

XI. But do you fee the lll effects of poetry ?
The poets introduce the braveft men lament-
ing over their misfortunes : they foften our
minds, and they are befides fo entertaining,
that we do not only read them, but get them
by heart, Thus, what with poetry, our wantof
difcipline at home, and our tender and delicate
manner of living, virtue is become quite ener-
vated.  Plato therefore was ‘right in banithing
them his’' commonwealth, where he -required
the beft morals, and the beft form of govern-
ment, But we, who han all our learning

l'"_ sl g L RE L R e [
\\ yor O
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from Greece, read znd, learn thefe from our |
childhood ; and look on this asa liberal and |
learned education,

XII. But why are we apgry with the
poets? we may § find fome philofophers, thofe
mallers of virtue, who taught’that pain was
the greateft of evils, But you, young man,
when you faid but juft now that it appeared
fo to you, upon being afked, i greater than
infamy, gave up that opinionat a word’s fpeak~
ing. Suppofe I afk Epicurus the fame queftion.
He anfwers, that the leaft pain is a greater evil
than the greateft Infdmy : that there is no
evil in infamy. itfelf, unlefs attended wich pain.
What pain then mult attend Epicurus, when
he faith this very thing, that pain is the greateft
evil ; for nothing can be a greater difgrace to a

philofopher than to talk thus. Therefore you
allowed enongh, when you admitted infamy to
appear to you a greater evil than pain.  If you
abide by, this, you will fec how far pain (hould
be. refifled: And that our enquiry fhould be,
not fo much, whether pain be an evil, as how
the mind may be fortified. for tcﬁfhng it. The
Stoigs infor fsom fome trifling arguments, that
it is noevil, as.if the difpate, was abouta word,
ns. thething itfelf.. . Why. dd you impole up-
on me, Zepot. fm,whmmw deny, what ap..

pears. very dreadful toume, to be an evil, T am
" : du:c:vcy
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deceived, and am at a lofs to know why, what
is to me fo miferable, fhould be no evil. The
an{wer is, that nothing is an cvil but what is
bafe and vicious. You return to your trifling,
for you do not remove what made me uneafy.
I know that paip is not vice, you need not in-
form me of that: but fhew me, that, to be in
pain or not, is allone ; it bas nothing to do, fay
you, with a happy life, for that confifts of vir-
tue alone ; but yet pain is to be avoided: If1
atk, Why? it is difagreable, againft namre, ]
hard to bear, Wchul and afflicting.

XI1I. Here are many words to exprefs tbat.
varioufly, which we call by the fingle word,
Evil. You are defining pain, inftead ,of re-
moving it, when yau fay, it is difagreable, un-
natural, fcarce to be born : nor are yon wrong
in faying fo, but the man who vaunts thus, and
maintains nothing to be good but what is ho-
neft, nothing evil but what is bafe, fhould not
give way to any pain: This would be withing,
not proving. This is better, and has more truth
in it, that all things which nature abhors
are to be looked on as evil ; what fhe approves
of, are to be confidered as good : This admitted,
and the difpute” about words removed, that
which they ‘with reafon embrace; and which
we call honelt;’ rnghg, becoming, and fome-

c Rl . . time
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times include, under the gencral name of vir-
tue, would appear to fuch advantage, thai
all other things which are looked on a:
the gifts of fortune, or the good things of
the body, would fcem triflingand infignificant :
No evil, nor a]l the collectiye body of evil
together, would be comparable to the evil of
infamy. Wherefore, if, as you granted in the
beginning, infamy is worfe tlgan pain, pain
certamly nothing; for whilft it fhall appea
to you bafe, and unmanly to groan, cry out,
lament, or faint under pain, whillt you have
any notion of probity, dignity, honour, anc
. keeping your eye‘on them, you refrain your-
{elf ; pain will certainly yield to virtue, and
by the influence of imagination, will lofe it
whole force. For you mufteither give up virtue,
or defpife pain. Will you allow of fuch a virtue
as prudence, without which no virtue can
indeed be concecived? What then ? will thai
fuffer you to labour and take pains to nc
purpofe? Will temperance permit you to dc
any thing to excefs? Can juftice be maintained
by one, who through the force of pain betray:
“fecrets, one that difcovers his confederates, and
‘feﬁnquhd tmany duties of life? How will you
ﬁ confiftent with wuragh, and its attendants,
“gredenefs of foul, rc{BTutan, patience, a con-
pt for aﬂ worldly things? Can you heas

yourfc!‘

-
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vourfelf called a great man, when you lie
grovclmg, dejeGted, and deploring yourfelf,
with a lamentable voice; no one would call
vou a man, in fuch a condition: Therefore
you muft either quit all pretenfions to courage,
or pain muft be laid afleep.

X1V, You know very well, that tho’ part
of your Corinthian furniture be gone, the
remainder is fafe without that; bat if you
lofe one virtue, (tho’ virtue cannot be ioﬁ) 3
{hould you, I fay, acknowledge that you was
{hort in one, you would be ftripped of all. Can
you then call Prometheus 2 brave man, of a-
great foul, endued with patience, and fteadinefs
above the frowns of fortune? or Phile¢tetes,
for I chufe to inftance in him, rather than
yourfelf, for he certainly was not brave, who
lay in his bed, watered with his tears,

Wbofe gr oams, bewailings, and whofe bitter

cr !(J’
With grief ince[fant rend the ¢ 'uery Sries.

1 do not dcny pain, to be pam 5 for was thlt
the cafe, in what would courage oooﬁﬁl..&t
I fay it fhould be aﬁwagcd by
is fuch a thing as patience 2 if there is 26 fuch
thing, why do we fpeak foe’ meg %
fophy ? or why do we glory in its na

~vexesus, leti fting us to the bcart, you hthe
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no defence, fubmit toit ; but if you are fecu-
red by Valcanian armour, 7. e, with refolution,
oppofe it ; fhould you fail to do fo, that guar-
dian of your honour, your courage, would
- forfake and leave you. By the kiws of Lycur-,
gus, and by thofe which were given to the
Cretans by Jupiter, or which Minos receiv-
cd from that God, as the poets fay, the youths
are trained up to hunting, rynning, endaring
hunger and thirft, cold and heat. The boys
at Sparta are fcourged fo at the altars, that the
blood follows the lath, nay, Tometimes, as I
heard when T was there, they are whipped
- to-death ; and ‘not*one of them was ever heard
to cry out, or fo much asgroan : What then ?
Shall . men not be able to bear what boys do ?
and fhall cuftem have more force than rea-
fon ? , :

XV. There is fome difference betwixt la-
bour and pain, they border upon one another,
but with a diftintion. Labour is a certain ex-
ercife of the mind or body, .in fome empley
or undertaking that requires pains ; but pain
is'a fhatp motion in the body, difagreeable to
our fenfes. * Botb thefe the¢ Greeks, whofe
‘language is morc copious than ours, cxprcfs by
the ¢ommon name-of T, therefore they call

h&lﬁ‘i‘bﬂc men, pﬁms-taking, or rather fond.
»ﬂ}@ " v..._A)‘- S of
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of labour ; we, more pertinently, laborious ; for
ere is a difference betwixt labour and pain.
ou fee, O Greece, your barrennefs of words
metimes, tho’. yon think you always abound,
fay then, there is a difference betwixt labour
nd pain. When Marius was cut for a fwel-
ng in his thlgh he felt pain; when he head-
d his troops in a very hot feafon, he Jabour-
: Yet they bear fome refemblance to. one
nother ; for the accuftoming ourfelves to la-
ur, makes us fupport pain with. more eafe,
n this reafon the founders of the Grecian
rm of government, provided that the bodies
their youth fhould be: firéngthened by la=.
our, which cuftom the Spartans transfecred
sven to their women, who in.other cities: are
more delicately cloathed, and not expofed to
the air: But it was otherwife with them." .
Tbe Spartan women, with a manly air,
[ Fatigues and. dangers with their lmﬁnd;
fhares . v

They in fantaflic ﬁoﬂ: wa no delight,
- Partners with them in exercg/E and jigbt i

[ thefe labonous gercxfcf p;un '_ [
Gmerimes, “they’ are ‘fhrown :
slows, bave bad fgﬂ an d ar cbrgl
.boﬁr'lgfclf hardcm th 2 Rm
s

‘ X\ﬁ As 10 mﬂntq{ ({\ “’ %
w{vn ‘not thc Sp..rtans, for they mar

. v . tO p
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to the found of the flute, and fcarce a word of
command was given without an amapeft ;)
you may fec whence the very name of an.ar-
my ( Exercitus) is derived:; great is the labour
of an army on its march, shen confider that
they carry more than a fortnight's provifion,
" and whatever elfe they may want : then the
burthen of the ftakes, for as to fhield, fword, or

helmet, they look on them ag no more incum-

brancc than their own limbs, for they fay

arms are the limbs of a foldier, which they

carry fo commodioufly, that when there is oc-

~cafion they throw down their burdens, and
.ufc their arms as readily as their limbs. What
is the exercifes of the legions? What labour

in their runmng, encounters, thouts! Hence

it is, that they. make fo -flight of wounds in

aftion.  Take a foldier of equal bravery, ‘but

unexcercifed, and he will feem a woman ;

but why fhould there be this fenfible difference

betwixt a raw man, and an- old.foldier ? It is

true, the age of young foldiers is for the moft

part preferable, ‘:ﬁt is practice that en-

ables them to bear labour, and defpife wounds.

Thus you fee, when the wounded are carried

off the field, the ‘raw untried foldier, though

- but flightly wounded, cries out moft {hame-
ﬁﬂy, but the more br,avc expcncnced yeteran,

only
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only enquires for fome one todrefs his wouads
and fays, \ .

Patroclus to thy aid I muft appeal,

Ere worfe enfug, my bleeding wounds to beal ;
T e fons of /&, ‘/'culapim are.employ’'d,.

No room for me, o many are annoy’d. .

XVII. This is certainly Eurypilus himfelf,
experienced maft | — Whilft his friend is con-
tinually cnlargmg on his forrows, you may ob-
ferve that he is, fo far from weeping, that he
affigns a reafon why he thould bear his wounds
with paucncc £

Who at bis enemy-a _/froke direéts,
His fwordto light upon bim[elf expeéis.

PatroclusT imagine, were he a man, would

lead him off to his chamber to bind up his

“wounds ; but not a ‘word-of that, for he en-
qmrcs how it went, &

, Say how the Afgm;s bm themfelves in ﬁgbt ?
He could. not cxg;gﬁ theu' toils fo weﬁ by
words,asvzhatbg hdfpﬂ'irpd lnmfclf T
- Peace! and my wounds bind-up; .,
But tho' Eurypilus could not, Biopunmid
Where Hector's j‘ﬁune prefid dir yielding
“#roops,

» .

and
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and he explainsthe reft; tho’ in pain ; fo un-
bounded ‘is military glory in a brave man !
Cannot a 'wife and learned man atchieve what
this “old foldier could ? yes, indeed ; and in a
miuch better way ; but at prefent I confine my-
felfto caftom and praétice. Tam not yet come
to fpeak of reafon and philofophy. You may
often hear of diminutive old women living
without viQuals three or four days; but take
away a’ wreftler’s provifion but for one day,
he will implore Jupiter Olympius, the very
God for whom he exercifes himfelf : he will
'~ cry out, It is intolerable. Great is the force of
suftom | Sportfmen-will continue whole nights
in the fnow: they will bear being parched up-
on thegmountains. By cuftom the boxers will
not fo much asutter a groan, however bruifed
by the'ceftus. . But what do you think of thofe
~ who puta viory in the Olympicks on a foot-
ing with the  Confulate formerly ? 'What
wounds will the gladiators bear who are
either Barbarians, or the dregs of men? How
do they who are trained to it, prefer being
wounded to the bafely avoiding it? How often
do they appear to confider mothing * but the
giving fatisfation to their mafters or the people?
for when covered with' wounds, they fend to
their mafters to learn their pleafure ; if it is
thﬁ' will, they are ready-to-lie down and die,
4 : ' What





