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wjth themfelvts. There is too an Epigram 
of Callim:lchus, on Cleombrotu~j of Ambra_ 
cia; who without any mi fortune befalling 
him, as he faith, threw himfelf from a wall 
into the fea, on reading a b k of Plato"s. 
The book I m;:ntion d of Hege6as, is on 
men's fiarving °themfelves' i wri en an account 

• of fomcbody who ook that method to ... g{t .,. 
rid of life, but being prey n e ~y his friends 
he rcc~ons up to them the ,mi[eries of hu­
man life: I might do the fame, tho' not [0 

fully as he, who thinks it oot worth any 
man':; while to live; I P<l[s over .oth rs. Was 
it even worth my while', for, had I died be­
fOI'e I was deprived of the comforts and ho­
)'IOurS of.my own family, and what J re eived 
from my public .fervices, odeath would hav~ 
taken tile from the evils of life, not its bl [­
fillgs. 

T P opo[e therefore anyone, who 
nev r knew diilrefi; who never receiv d a 

low from forll.ln : Imagine that Met Ilus, 
who was honour d with four fans; but Priam 
ha fifl V, feventeen of which wer 1 giti mate: 
Font ~ hOld the fame po 0 ; over both, tho' 
(h 0' ci ed it but on one: For Metellus 
wns 1 id n hj funeral pile by many fan and 
daughters,. nephc s and nieces: But Priam 

fell 
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fell by the h~ d of al} enemy, a er having 

. . fled to the ltar, deprived f [l) gr . tar 
ny. Had he died before the ruin of 1 is kiog- • 
dom, his fons alive 

Wi h a/l !Jis migbty wealth elate, 
Under. ri ch canopies oj fia.,te. 

Would .he th h ve been taken from good or 
evil? It mig [eem at that time, from good; 
yet furely, th would have b en to bis advan­
tage; nor iliould we have had th~fe n urnf 1 
\'er[es, 

Lo! theft-all perifh'd in onejlamimr Pile;~ 
'Ihe joe, old Priam did of life beguile, 
And ru:ith his blood, thy altar,JO'Vt, defi ." 

As if any thing bt.tt~r could have happenc:!d 
to him at that time, tban to loCe hi ' jifc fo; 
which had it fallen out f~on("r, would have 
prevented thofe confequences; or at leaft he 
would have been infenfible of tbem. The 
cafe of our friend Pompey, was fumethtng 
better; when he fellfick at Naples, tbe ca· 
pol' an put crowns on th if heads, as did 
thofe of Put Ii; the people flocked from the 
country to congratulate him: It is a Grecian 
cuftom, an a fooJifh one; yet, it is a fign of good 
Ii rtune. But the queRion j J had he died, 
would he have n taken from good or evil? 
C(,~1in}y from evii. He h d not been engaged 
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in a war with hi brother.in-law; he had not 
taken up arms before he was prepared; he had 
not left his own houfe. nor fled from Italy; 
he had not, after the 10fs of his army, fell un-" 
armed into the hands of his enr.my, and been 
put into chains by them: His children had not 
been deftroyed ;' nor his whole (","tune in the 
po.ffi:fiion of the conquerors; "'ho, had he 
died at that time, had died in aU his glory ~ 
who; br. that delay of death. in 0 what great 
and terrible misfor~uncs did he fall? 

XXXVI. The[e thiQgs are avoided by death, 
which tho' they {bonld never happen, there 
is a poffibility they may; but it never come 
into mc:ns heads, that fuch things may befall 
them. Everyone thinks to be as happy as 
MeteUas; as if the number of the happy ex­
ceeded that of the miferable; as if the~ was 
any certainty in human affairs; as if there 
were more rational foundations for hope than 
fear. But {bould we grant them even thi • 
that we arc by death d prived of good things; 
mull tho dead therefore want the good 'things 
of life, and be miferable on that account? 
they muO: necelfarily fay fo. Can he. wh,o is 
not, want any thing? To want, has a me­
lancholy found, and has its force from hence; 
he had, but has not; he~defires, requires, wants. 

Such 
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Such are, I fuppofe, the diftreffes of one to 
~ hom fomething is wanting. Doth he w~te 
to be blind, is mifery. Is he in wantof children ~ • 
not to have them, is mifery. This is fomething 
with the living', but the dead are neither in want 
of the bleffiois of life, nor life; i~felf; I fpeak of 
the dead as notexifting. But vvould any fay of us, 
who do exift; that we want horns or wings? 
Certainly not _ Chould it be afked. ~hy not? 
The ani"wer would be, that not to hafe what 
neither cuftom nor nature has fitted you for, 
would not i !lply a want of them, tho' you 
were fenfible YOll had them not. This argu­
ment £l'lOuld be' preffed over and over a~int 
·that being eftablifhed, which if fouls are mor-
tal, there can be no difeute about j 1 mean, 
that the deftruCti.on of them by death IS fo 
entil1 as to remove even the leaft fufpicion 

f of fenfe remaining. This tben bemg 
well grounded and eftabliChed, we mull cor­
rectly define what the term to want, means ~ 
that there may be no miftake in the word. 
To want, then, lignifies this; to be without 
that, you wolild be glad to have; for incli ... 
nation for any thing is implied in the word 
want; excepting when we fay in a dift"erent 
fenCe of the word, that a fever is wanting to any 
one. For it admits of a different interpretation, ' 

hen you are without a certain thing, and arc. 
feofible 



60 The T~Ii:ulIJ11D!fpttta.tions Book I. 
fenfible you are without it; but yet can eafily 
difpenfe with your not having it~ You can­
not apply this expreffioll to th'e dead, that they 
want; or that they lament on that account. 
This is faid, that they want a g~ d, which is 
an evil to them: But a living man doth not 
want a good, uli11t:fs he is difrre!fc without it; 
and yet, w..e may underftand, how any man 
alive may want a kingdom. en I alTert 
th·s of yoo, I cannot (e too mEtth art in ex­
preffinge mytelf: The cafe is diffi rent with 
regard to Tarquin, when he was drove from 
bis kingdom: But quite incomprehenfible, as 

, to the dead. For to want, implies to be fen­
fibte; but the dead are infenfi~le j therefore 
the dead can be in no want~ 

" 

XxxVII. Bui· what otcafion is there to 
philofophize h re, when Philo ophy is rt­
de concern d in it? How .often have not only 
our general) but whol~ rmies, ruilled on cer­
tain death? w ich w s it to be feared, L. Bru­
tUs had not ell in fight. to prevent tbe return 
of that Tyrant he had expelled: Dedus the 
Ii ther, had not been Gain in fightmg with 

e Latin: Nor had hi fan, when engaged 
ilh ( e Etrufcans; or, his nephtw with 

Pyrrhu , expo ed the [elves to the enemies 
darts. Spain h d not fcen the Scipio's fall in 

one 
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one campaign, fighting for their auntry j the 
plains of Cannre, P ulus and Geminu ; Venu­
fia, Mafcel!us ; the Latins, Albinus, nor the • 
LU,cani Gracchus: But are any of thefe mife­
fable now? nay, not even then, after they 
had breathe~ th,eir laft: NQr. can anyone be 
miferable after he has 10ft all fenre. But as to • that, that it is affiitliog to be without fenfe t 
it would be 0, if the meaning was that any 
one was really in want of it, but as it is evi­
dent there can be nothing in that, which has 
no exiHeoce what can there be afflicting in 
that which can neither want, nor be fenuble? 
We {hauld have had this over too often. but 
that here lies aU that the foul {h d ers at. 
from the fear 0 death. For who ever can 
clearly apprehtnd, which-is as manifeft as the 
light.; that when both foul and body are cori­
fumed, and there is a total deftruCtiOD; ha 
which was an animal, be~omes nothing; 
will clearly fee, that th re is no difference be­
tween a Hippocent:mr, which never had ex­
jftellce, and king Agamemnon; and that M.: 
Craifus is no more cone rned about this prefent 
civil war, than I was at the facking of Rome, 
when he was in bcin~. Why then iliould 
Camillus be affi Cted with the thoughts of 
thefe thi gs happening thr hundred and 
fifty years after? And why lhouId I be uneafy 

at 
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,the thoughts of {orne nations PQffeffing itft; f 
Q[ this city. ten thoufand ~ears hence ? Be­
ca~ fo gr,eat js our regard for oor country, 
at, not to be meafored by"" our .own feeling, 
~t by the aClulJ.l fafety of it. • 

XXXvIII. g!ath then, wbi-!:h threatens 
us daily, ffom a thoufand accidents, arid by 
the very lhortnefs of ' life cannQt be far off, 
doth not ckter a wile man from 9laking provi­
llon for. his country and his fumi y, that 

• may extend to difiant ages, and frorp. regard-
ing pofterity, of which he (nay ha"e no 
fenfatioQ. Wherefore a· man may, tho' per­
fwa,4ed that his foul is mortal, act for eter_ 
~ity., not from a defire of glory, which he 
wilt be In{enfibJe of, but from a principle of 
virtue, which glory will attend, tho' that .is 
not his view: In nature indeed it 15 thus; as 
our birth was the beginning of things with us, 
death will be the end; and as we were 110 

ways concerned with them before we were 
bom, fo we Olall have none after we are dead. 
amtider thus, where can be the evil? (eeing 
death has no connection with ~ either he 
d • or yet thoCe that are alive: the one are 
net. the other have no,thing to do with it. 
They who make the leaft Of -death, compare 
it to lleep; as if anyone would live ninety 

years. 
~ 
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years on condition, that a~ the expiration of 
fixty, he would fleep out the remainder. The 
very f wine {bould not accept of life on thok • 
terms, much Ief: I: Endymion indeed, if you 
Jinen to fable~, flept once on a tim~, on Lat­
mus, a mo.ulltain of Caria. I imagine he is 
not as yet avr.;ake: Do you think he is con­
cerned at the Moon's b(ing in labour, by whom 
he was lhrow~ into that fleep, that {he might 
embrace him in that circum franc jO for what 
fuould he be concerned for who has nOo fenfe? 
you look on -fleep as an image of death, and 
you take that on you .daily; and have you any 
doubt of there being no fenfe in death, w.heri 
you fee there is none in fleep, which refembles 
\t? 

° 
XXXIX. Away theh with thofe follies that 

fpeak the old woman; that it is miferable to 
die before our time. What time do you mean? 
That of nature? She lent you life, as money, 
wjthout fixing a time for its P'lymenr. 
Have you any grounds of complaint then, that 
{be recalls it at her pleafure? For you receive 
it on thefe terms. They that complaift thus;. 
a low, that to die in childhood, is ~tera i · 

jf in the cradle, more fa;' yet na Ie ha 
n more exa!t with them in demanding 

'back 
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back w n:lt (be gave: They anfwer by faying, 
ucb hav not taft d the fwe ts of life; the 

• other hld great expeCtations from what be 
had already elijoyed. They judge 'better ill 
other things, and allow a part· to be prefera­
ble to none? wIW ' not fo in l~fi ? Tho' CaI­
limachus is not amifs in faying, l110re tears ha 
flowed from Priam, than his on; yet they ' 
are thou ht hap ier who h:iv lived to old 
age. It .would be ' ard to fay why; for I do 
not apprehend the remainder of life would be 
happier , with any: There is /lothing more 
agreable to a man than. pr~dence, which old 
age.. as certainly {hips him of, as any thing 
eWi: But what age is long? or what is there 
at all long to a man? Doth not 

Old,age, tho' uizregardeli )lilt attmd 
Oil childhood's paJUmes, as the Cflres of OU11l? .., 

But becaufe there is not ing beyond old age, 
we call that long: All thefe things are faid 
to be long or (bort, .according to the propor- I 

tion of time the time of life they be r, th y were 
given us for. Arifiotle faith, there is a 1 ind of 
beans, born near the river Hypanis, which runs 
from a certain part of Europe ioto t e Pontos, 
whofe life confifts but of one day; thofe 
that die at th.e eighth hour, cUe in full a e; 
thofe who die when the fun fees very old , , 

efpecially 
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~fpecially whe~ the days are at the' longeft; \ 
compare our long ft age, with eternity, and 
we !hall be found ~s lhort-lived as thofe l~ttle • 
~nimals. 

• 
XL. Let us then defpife all thefe follies, 

for what foftet n,ame can Lgive · to fuch levi­
ties? a.nd let u lay the foundation of our hap­
pi-nefs in the ftrength and greatne[s of our mind, 
in a contempt anti difregard for aU e-4rtll~ things, 
-and in the prl:\Clice of every virtue. f·or at 
prefent we are .nervated by the delicacy of our 
imagin,ations, that lhould we leave this world 
before the promifes of bur fortune-tellers ar: I 

made good to us, we lhould think ourfelves de:' . 
prived of fome great advantages, and [eeOl dif­
appointed and forlqrn: Bqt if through life ~ 
we are in continual fufpenfe, ftill expeCting, ftill 
defiFing, and are in continual pain and tor­
'ture: Good Gods I bow pleafant mull that 
jo~rney be, which ends in fecurity and eafe ! 
How pleafed am I with Theramenes! of 
how exalted a foul be appears! Though we 
never re~d of him without tears; yet that 
excellent man is not to be lamented in his 
death; who, when irnpriC'lned by the com­
mand of the thirty tyrants, drank off at, one 
draught, as if h~ had been' thirfty, the 
poifoned cup, and threw the remainder out 

. F of 
IJ' 

• 
• 
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of it, with iuch force, that it founded as if 
{ell. On hearing the found of it, he with a 
{mile faid, I drink this to the handfome eri-

c tias; who had been the mofi revere againfi 
him: For it is cufromary with the Greeks, at 
their banquets to name the . per Con to whom 
they intend. t'O deliver the rep. This ex­
cellent man was pleafant to thetlafi., even when 
be had received the poifon into his bowels, 
and truly foretold his deat}?, to whom he; 
drank. of the poifon, which foon fol1owed. 
Who thit thought death an evil, could ap­
prove c:f the evennefs of temper in this great 
man, at the infrant of dying: Socrate& came 
2t few years after to the fame prifon and the 
fame cup, by the like iniquity of his judges, 
as Tlieramenes by that of the tyrants. What a 
fpeech is that which Plato makes him ufe before 
his judges, after they had condemned him to 
d ath? (C I am not without hopes, 0 jugges, 
that it is a favourable circumH:ance to me, that 
I am condemned to die: For one of thefe 
two things muO: neceffarily be" that either 
death will dep'rive me entirely of all fenfe; or 
by dying I thal1 go hence into fome other place; 
wherefore if I am deprived of fenfe, and 
death is like that £Jeep, which fometimes. is ·fo 
undifiurbed, as to be even vithout tbe ifions 
of dreams; good Gods! what gain i it to die? 

. 
• 
~ 

or 
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or what length of days can be prefe~-able to 
fu~h a night P And if tlJe conftant courfe of 
future time iliould tefemble that night, who is 
happier than I ~m? But if what is {aid be 
true, that death is but a removal to thofe regi­
ons where th fouls of the depaTted dwell; 
that frill mull: . be 010 e happy; to have 
efcaped from thore who call themfelves judges, 
a d to appear efoce fuch as are trull fo, 
Minos, Rhadamanthlls, iEacus, Tciptole .. 
mtlS ; and to meet with thofe who have liv ci 

• 
wi h jufHce and probity! Can this change of 
a 0 e appear othcrwife than gre t to you? to. 
conver[e with Orpheu, Mufreus, Horner; 
Hefiod, is a privil ge of ineflimable v. lue ~ 
I .would willingly, were it po$ble, die often; 
in order to prove the 'certainty of hat I [peak 
of. Wh t fatisfaCtion muft it be to meet with 
Palamedes, Ajax, and others, betrayed by the 
iniquity of their judges? t would prove the 
wifdom even of that king of kings, who 1 d 
fueh mighty troops to Troy, that of UJyffes 
and Sifyphus: or iliould I be cond mned as 
I was here, for {ueh an enquiry. And as fot 
you, my judges, who have abfolv d me, y6 need 
not fi ar d ath, for nothing bad can befall a good 
man, whether dead or living, nor are his can .. 
cern over-looked by the Gods, nor has this be .. 
fel me by chance; no: have I ought to charge' 

• 
F ~ . , chofe 
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thofe with, who accufed or condemned me, 
but their intention of doing me ·harm." In 
this manner he proceeded; but nothing I more 
admire than his Iaft words, " But it is time, faith 
he, for me, to go hence to dea"th; you, to yOUl 
employs of life; th~ immortal Gods know 
which is beft; indeed I bdieve no mort a' 
doth. " 

XLII. I had preferred this man's foul to al 
the .fortunes of thofe who fat in judgment or 
him: Notwithftanding he Ahh, the God 
only knew which W;tlt beft, be himfelf did 
for he had ' determined ' that before. but h 
held to the laft, ' the maxim peculiar to him 
of affirming nothing. 'And let us hold tl 

this,. not to thmk any tbing an evil, that j 

a general provifion of nature: And let u 
aff"ure ourf! lves, that if death is an evil, 't: 

an eternal evil; for death feems to be tb 
end of a miferable life; but if death is 
mifery, there can be no end. But why do 
mention Socrates, or Theramenes, men di 
tinguiChed by the glory of virtue and wifdom 
When a certain Lacedcemonian, whofe name 
not fo much as known held ' death in fJJe 

• contempt, tbat, when led to it, by the EphoJ 
he looked cheadUl and pleafant; and being th, 

. interrupt d by one of his enemies, C Do y( 
. ~efpj 

r 
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defpifetbelawsoJLycurgusr he anfwered, lam 
greatly obliged to him, for he has amerced me 
in a fine which I can pay without borrowing, or 
taking up at intereO:. This was a mar wor­
thy of Sparta r that I am ~lmoft perfuaded 
of his innocepcy, from the g. eatne[s of his 
foul. Our c' y has produced many fuch. 
But why £bould I name Gener91s, and other 
great men, wh Cato could write, th~ legions 
have with alacrity marched to that pIac , from 
whence they never expeCted to return? With 
DO lefs greatnefs of [oul, fell the Lacedremoni­
ans, at Thermopylre, Qf whom Simonides: 

Go,jlranger, tell the Spartan;, here we lie': 
. Who to foPPOrl their laws durfl boldly .tjie. 

How nobly did L onidas their general [peak? 
march on with courage, my La cd monians; 
to night; perhaps, we £hall [up in the regions 
below. This was a brave n~tion, whilft the 
laws of Lycurgus were in force: One of them 
when a Perfian had faid to him in converfa­
tion, We £hall hide the fun by the number of 
our arrows and darts; replied, We £hall fight 
then in the !hade. D9 I talk of their men? how 
great was that Lacedremonian womao, whofent 
her fon to battle, a~d hearing that he was flain, I 
bore him, faith Ole, for that purpofe, that YOll 

might have a. man who durO: die for his country. • 
F 3 XLIII. It 

• 
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XLIII. It is admitted that the Spartans 
were bold and hardy: The difcipline of the 
republic greatly promoted this. What? have 
we not reafon to admire Theodore, the Cyre .. 
nean, a Philofopher of fome difl:inCtion ? who 
when Lyfimacnus threatened tr:, crucify him, 
bid him keep thofe menaces for his courtiers. 
Theodore is indifferent whether he rot in the 
air, or ttnderground: From wh~ch faying of the 
l'hiloiopher, an occafioD is given m~ of fpeaking 
to the cuftom of burying, ~nd 'rs ceremonies, 
which will require hut few words, efpecially 
if we recolleCt what 'has been before faid at 
t e foul's infenfibility. The opinion of Socrates 
in this is clear, from the book which treats of 
his de~th; of wpich we pave already faid a 
good deal; for when he had difputed about 
the immortality o~ the foul, and the. time of 
his dying was near; being afked by Criton, 
how he would be buried; I have taken a great 
deal of pains, faith he, my friends, to no pur­
pofe, for I have not convinced our Criton, 
~hat I !hall fly from hence, and leave "no part 
of me l?ehind? notwitbfl:anding, Criton, if 
you can ~vertake me, wherefoever you get 
hold of me, bury me as you pleafe: But be­
lieve me, none of you ill b ble to r ach me 
when J fly henc~. That was exc 11 n 1)' f:li~f 

for 
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for he allows his friend,Jo do as he plea[ed, 
and yet lbewed his indifferenc.e about any thing 
of this kind. Diogenes )-Vas fomething rough­
er, tho' of'the fa.ine opinion t but as a Cynic, 
he expr.eff'ed himfelf fomewhat harfl1er; he 
ordered himfeli to be thrown any where with­
out burying; ~en his frjen,ds replied, What, 
to the birds and · beafts? by no means, faith 
he, place my ftruf near me, that I mtty drive 
them away. They anfwer, How can you do 
that, for you ~ill not perceive them. How 
am I concerned then in being torn by thofe 
animals, if I have no fenfe ? :<<\naxagoras, when 
he was near dying at LampCacus, and wa~ 
aiked by his friends, whether, if any . thing 
lhould happen to him, he would not choofe 
to be carried to. Clazomen~, his co~ntry, 
made this excellent anfwer ; No, fays he, there 
js no occaGon for that, all places are at an 

. equal difta.nce from the infernal regions. There; 
is ' one thing to be obferved on the whole of 
burying, that it relates to the body, whether 
the foul live or periili: now with regard to 
the body, it is clear, that, let the foul live or 
not, hat has no fenfati . 

XLIV. But all 0 things are full of errors. 
Achilles drags HeCtor, tied to his chariot; he 

. thinks, I [uppo[e, be tears his ilelli, and 
F 4 that 
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that HeCtor feels the pain of it • therefore he if 
revenged, as he imagines j but Hecuba 'bewail: 
this as a fo're misfortune: 

1 jaw (a dreadful, fight!) gnat He80r jlain. 
. . 

Drag'd at :Achilles' car along the plain. 
What HeCto~?" or how long wifl he be HeCtor 
Accius is better in this, and chilles is fome· 
times more reafonable, . 

I 

I HeClo,' s body to his fire c~nveld, 
Hector Ifint to tbe infernal/hade. 

It was'not HeCtor that you dragged along, bu' 
a body that had been HeCtor's, Here anothel 
ftarts from under~round, and will not fuffe l 
l1is mother to fleep; 

qO tbee 1 call, my once lov' d parmt, hear, 
Nor longer wite, thy fleep·relieve thy care; 
~hine eye unpitying me is clol d-ariJe, 

.. Lingring 1 wait the unpaid obfequies • 
. When thefe verfes are fung with a flow ane 

melancholy tune, fa as to affeCt the whoh 
theatre with fadnefs, one can fcarce help think. 
ing thofe unhappy, that are unburied: . 

Ere the devouring dogs and hungry 'Vultures; 

He is afraid'he £hall not have the ufe of hi: 
limbs fo well, if they are torn to pieces, bUI 

. is under no {uch apprehenfions if they arc 
burned: 

NOI 
l 
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Nor leave my naked bon'u, my poor remains, 
To jhamefuJ violence, and bloody flains. 

What could he fear, who could pour forth 
fuch excellent -verfes, to the found of th flute? 
We mufi therefore adhere to thi , that nothing . . " 
is to be regarded after we are dead; tho' many 

. revenge themfelves on their dead enemies. Thy­
efies, in fome ~09d lines of Ennius, prays, firfi-, 
that Atreus may perilh by a £hip-wreck, which 
is certainly a very bad death; {uch an exit is 
'Very lhocking! then follow thefe unmeaning 
expreffions~ 

-May,. 
On. the /harp rock his mangled carcaft laJ~ 
His intraiJs torn to hungry birds a erey, 
May he convu!ft.ve .writh! his pendant fide, 
And with his clotted gore the flo~es be died. 

The frones had as much feeling as he who Jay 
on them; though Thyelles imagines he has 
wilhed him the greatefi torture ': It would be 
pain indeed . were he fenfible. 'But as be is 
not, it can be hone 1 then how very' unmean­
ing is this? 

Let him,jlill hovering 0' er the StJrgian wave, 
Ne' er reach/he body's peaciful port, thegrave. 

You fee what "miftakes they are under; he 
imagines the body has its haven, and that 
th dead are at rell in their graves. Pe- . 

lops 

• 
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l~ps was to blame not to have informed and 
taQght his [on what regard was due to every 
thing. 

{ XLV. But there is no occafi n to animad­
vert on the opini?ns of particulars, when you 
may obierve wtlole nations to £:11 into thofe 
~rrors. The Egyptians embalmed their dead, 
and kept them in their houfes i the Perfians 
drefs them over with wax, ' that they may 
preferve their bodies as long as pollible. It is 
cullornary with the Magi, to oory none of 
their order, unlefs they have been firft torn 
by dogs. In Hyrcania,' the people maintain 
do~s for the public ufe, their nobles have their 
own ': W,e know they have a good br~ed of 
dogs; but ev ry one, accordillg to his ability, 
provides' hirnfelf with fome, in order to be 
torn by them ; and, they hold that to be the 
beft interment. Chryfippus, who is curious in 
aU kinds o£ hillorical facts, has coneCted ma­
ny otber tllings of this kind, but fome of them 
are fo off"enfive as not toadmit of being related. 
All that has been faid of buryinO', is not worth 
our regard, with refpect t9 ourfelvec, but not 
to be neglected as to our friends, provided we 
ar perfuaded that the dead are infenfible: but 
the living indeed {bould confider what is due 
lQ cuftom ",nd opinion, but they £hould in this 

<;onfider 
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confider too, that the dead are no ways interefied 
in it. Eut death truly is then met with the 
mofi tranquillity, when the dying man can • 
comfort himfelf with his own praife. No one 
dies too foon who has finilhe. th courfe of 
perfect virtue: Death might have called on 
me often ve;~ feafonably, oh how I willi it 
had ·' for I have g ioed nothing by the delay: 
I had gone 0 er and over again the .duties of 
life; nothing remained but to conte d with 
fortune. If reafon then cannot fufficiently 
fortify us to a-contempt of death, let our pall 
life confirm us in the conviction that we have 
lived too long: For ~otwithfian ing the d, -
privation of fenfe, the dead are nOt wi : 
out that good which properly belongs to 
th m, the praife · and glory they have ac­
quired, tho' they are not fenfible of it: For 
altho' the.re was notbing in glory to nJak it 
defirable, yet it follows virtue as its {hadow. 
Bu the judgment of the multitude on good 
men, if ever they form any, is mote to their 
own praife, than of any real advantage to the 
dead j yet I cannot fay, however it may be 
rec iv d, that Lycurgu and ~olon are with­
out, the glory of their Jaws, and the public 
di ciplin they ftabli ed: r that Themi- . 

fi 1 s nd ,nondas ave not the glory 
of their martial lrtue. N e tune Ihall fooner 

. , bury 
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bqry Salamine · with his waters, than the me. 
mory of the trc;>phies gained tbere, and th( 
·Bce6tian LeuCl:ra thall periili fooner, than the 
glory of that attion. But the fame of Curius1 

Fabridus, Cala inus, the two S.ci io's, and the 
two Afr : nus's, Maximus, Marcellus, Paulus: 
Cato, Lrelius, .afld num cHefs (1thers, £hall reo 
main longer with th m. Whoever has ca.ugh1 
any refemblance of them, notdl:imating it bj 
commOR fame, but the ret!. appla\lfe oj 
good men, mar with confidence, ihould il . 
be necefTary, approach deathci which we 
know to be, if not the chief good, at leafi 
no evil: Such an QDe 'would even choofe tro 
die, whilft he was in profper'ty i for all th~ 
favour that could be heaped on him, would 
not be 10 agreable to pim, as to lore tbem vex-

• 
atious.;rhat [peech of the Lacedalmonian feems 
.to have the fame meaning j whQ, when Dia­
goras the Rhodian, who had himfelf been a 
conqueror at th~ Olympkk games,. faw tWe!) 
of his own fons conquerors there, he approach­
ed the old man, and congratulating him, [aid~ 
You lhould die .pow, Diagoras, ror no gr(,3teli 
happinefs c.n attend you. The Greeks look 
on there, as grea,t things; perhaps tbey think 
too high of them, rather did [0 then. He, 
who [aid this to Diagoras, looking on it as [ome­
thing very extraordinary, that three out of 

4- one 
c. ' 
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one family fuoul~ have been conquerors there, 
thought it could anfwer no purpofe to him, to 

. continue any longer here, expofcd only to a re- . • 
ver[e of fortune • 

• 

XLVI. I Plight have given a fatisfatlory 
anf wer in this oint, with feW- words, as you 
allowed the dead were not miferable: But I 
ha ve laboure . it the more for this reafon~ 

becaufe this is our greatefi: confolado!l in the 
Ioling and bewailing of our friends. For we 
ought 'to beat with difcretion, any grief that 
arifes from ourfelves. or on our own account, 

'. I 
1 fi: we !bou Id [eem to De influenced by 1i If-
love. But !bould we fufpeCt our departed 
friends to be under thore evils, which they 
are generally imagined to be, and to be fenfible 
of them, fuch a fufpition would give'us into­
lerable uneafinefs: I wanted, for my own fake. 
to pluck up this opinion by the root; and 0(1 

that account I have been perhaps too tedious. 

XLVII. A. You too tedious? not indeed, 
to me. I was induced by the former part 
of your fpeech, to willi to die; by the 
latter, to b indifferent, or at leaft not to be 1 
uoeafy about it. But on the whole I am 
convinced that then~ can be no evil in death. 
M. Do you expect that I lhould give y{)U 

an -
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~n epilogue, like the Rhetoridans, or thall 
I forego that art? A. I would not have 

I you give over an art you have fet off to fueh 
adva:ntage; and you was in the right in that, . 
f()r~ to fpeak the truth, it has fel you off. But 
what is that epilo$Ue? for I lhOl~d ge glad to. 
hea it whatever it i~. M. It i~cufi:omary in 
the . fchools, to produce the opinions of the 
immortal Gods on death j nor a thefe opini .. 
ons the fr·uits of imagination alone, but have 
the authority of Herodotus and many others. 
Cleobis and Biton are the firll: dley mention, 
fons C}f the Argive priefre(s; itis a known fiory; 
as jt was necelfary me fuould be drawn in -a 
chariot, . to a ·certain flated facrifice, folemn!· 
zed Ilt a .. temple, fome confiderable difiance 
from the town, and the cattie that drew it, 
went very. £lowly, thofe two young men I 
mentioned, pulling off' their garments, and ;m­
ointing their bodies with oy}, applied them. 
fel.ve~ to the yoke: The Priefiefs being thug· 
conveyed to the temple drawn by her two 
fons, is' faid to ~lave entreated the Goddefs to 
befrow on them, for their piety, the greateft 
gift that a God coald cohfer: the young" 
men, after having feafied with their mother, 
fell afleep; and in the mOfning they wero ' 
found dead. Trophonius and Agamedes are 
faid to have put up the fame petition,. who 

having 
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having built a temple to Apollo at Delphj, 
'{upplicaring the God, deUred of him fome ex .. 
traordinary reward for their care and' 1 bour, 
particularizing nothing, but only what was 
beft for men. apollo lignified that he would 
b {tow it the thir day at fun-riling; on 
that day they· were found a ad. This they 
fay was the p«rticular determination of that 
God, to whom the reft of the Deities have 
affigned the pro inee of divining. 

XL VIII. 'there is another little fiory 
told of Silenus, who, when taken priCon r 
by Migas, is [aid to h:rve ad him this 'pre­
[em, for his ran[om i he informed him, th f 
never to have been born, was by far the 
grea:eft blcffing t~at could .happen to" man; 
the neareft to it, was, to di very- {oon: 
Which very opinion Euripides makes ~fe o£ 
in his Crifphon, 

When man ;s Dorn, 'tis fit with fllemnfhew, 
We JPeak our fenfe of his aproaching woe, 

, With other geJiures, and a different eye, 
Proclaim our pleafure when he's bid to die. 

There is fomething like tbis in Crantor's 
Confolation; for he {aid. that Terimeus of . 
Elyfia. bemoaniijg heavily the lofs of his 

, fon, .came to a place of divination to in­
form 



~ 
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to inform himfelf hy he as vilited with 
fo great affliCtion, and received in his tablel 
thefe thtee verfes : 

7'houfoot to murmur at Euthj'nous' death! 
'Ihe blooming youth to fate re.Jgns his breath: 
That fate, whereon yoU$ happineJi depends, 
At once the pth;nt and the Jon ~ifrjends. . 

On thefe and fuch like autho~ities they affirm 
this caure to have been d termined by the 
Gods. • But Alcidamas, an locient Rhetori­
cian) ·of great reputation, wrote even in praife 
of death; by recounting the evils of life; he 
has much of the ora or, but was unacquainted 
with the more re~1ed ' arguments of the pbilo-
1Ophers. With th Rhetoricians indeed t~ die 
for our. country, is always not only glorious, 
but ha py: They go back as far as EreCtheus, 
~hofe very daughters underwent death, for the 
rafety of their fellow citizens: They infiance 
C6drus, who threw himfelf into the midft of 
his en mies, dreffed like a common man, that 
his royal robes might not betray him; becaufe 
the oracle had declared the Athenians conque· 
rors, if their king was {lain. Mencrceus is not 
ov rlooked by them, who, on the pObliihing 
of an oracle freely gave up his blood to his 
country. Iphlgenia ordered herfclf to be 
conveyed to Aulis, to be facrificed, that her , 
blood ,might be the means "of {pilling that of 

hc:r 
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her enemies. From hence they proceed to 
inllances of a frether date. Harmodius and 
Arifl:ogiton, Leonidas the Lacedzmonian, and 
Epaminondas the Tbeban, are much talked 
of; they were not acq~ajnted. with the many 
inftances in our <;puntry, to give a lift of whom, 
would take up {po much time; fo great is 
the number of thofe to hom an honourable 
death was alway defireable. otwithft nding 
it is thus, we mufi: ufe much p rfu on, 
~nd a loftier fhain of eloquence to bring men 
to begin to with to die, or to eeafe to be 
afraid of eath. For if t t laft day doth 
not occafion an ntire extinCtion, but a· · 
change of place only, what can be more 
defirable? But if it defl:roys, . and abfolutely 
puts an end to us, what is preferable to the 
having a deep fleep fall on us, in th midft 
of the fatigues of life, and thus overta­
ken to fleep to eternity? which lhould it 
be the cafe, Ennius"s fpetch exceeds Solon's i 
for our Ennius faith, 

Let none hdlfJ'W upon my ~jJing bi r 
One nudlifsf~b, or unIl'fJ/Ailing tar. 

But that wife man, 
Let me not Iln/ammted die, hut o'er my hief' 
BurjJ forth tbt tendtr jigh, the friffldf. I(a,.. 

l 
Should it . ndced be oar cafe to know the time 

. ' . G appointed 
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appointed by God for us a die, let \IS pre­
pare ourfelves for it, with a pleafant and 
grateful mind, as thofe who are delivered 
from a jail, and eafed from their fetters, 
to go back to their eternaf a d (without dif­
pute) their p n habitation; or to be divefi-: 
ed of all fenfe and tro1lble But !hwld we 
not be acquainted with this decree, yet 
(houl4i we be fo difpofed, IS to look on that 
laft -hour as happy for us, tho' lhocking to our 
friends; and never imagine that to be an evil, 
which is an appointment 'of the immortal 
Gods, or of 1tur.e, the common parent 

~. of all. For it is not by hazard or with­
out defign that we have a being here; but 
douotlefs there is a certain power, concern­
ed for human 'nature; which wOllld neither 
bave produced nor provided for a bing, 

,which after navinggon through the labours of 
life, was to fall into an eternal evil by death. 
Let us rather infer, that we have a re­
treat and haven prepared for us, which, 
I wi!h, we could make for, with crouded 
fails; but tho' ~e winds £bould not ferve, 
yet we !hall of courfc gain it, tho' fome­
wh tIter. But how can that be miferabIe fOF 
one which all muft und€,Igo? I have given 
you an epilogue, that you might Dot think I 
had overlooked or negleCted any thing. A. 
. . lam 

\ 
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I aID perfuaded you ha ve not; and indeed thfLt 

ilogue has confirmed me. M. I am gl d it 
s had that effect; but it is now time to 
nfult our healths; to-morrow, and all the . 

me we con~inue here~ let us confider this 
bject; and priQcipally that whkh mayeafeour 

ain, alleviate ou; fears; and leffen our defires, 
hich is the greateft advantage we can reap 
om the whole of philofopby. 

The End of the fh 

• 
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I. NEOPTOL.MU& in Enniua indeed faith, 
that the ftudy of philofophy, mode. . 

rately purfued, was expedient for him; but to 
give himfc If up entirely to it, was what h 
did not approve of. As to my part, BR tiTUS, 
J am perfectly perfuaded that it is expedient 
for me to philofoRbize; for what can I do 
better, baving no employ? but I am not for . 
proceeding but a little way in it, like him : 
For it is difficult t acquire the know1c:dgc 0 

OJ ~ 

• 
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. a little, without acquaintir g yourfclf w~tb 

many, or all its branches; nor can .you well 
felect that little but out C!f a great number: Nor 
can anyone who has acquired fome knowledge 
thereof, avdid endeavouring ~t more, with the 
fame inc;linafion. But in a life of bufinefs, like 
Neoptolemufls: and .in a rnilttary way, that 
little may have its ufe, and · yield fruit, tho' 
not [0 plentifully as the whole of philofophy ; 
yet fueb as in fome degree fLiiy at times leffen 
our d~fi,re$, our forrows, ana our fear~: JuO: a~ 
the et'reCl of oW" late Tufculan di(putations 
(eem<=d to be a great contempt of deatb; 
which (contempt~is ef no fmall efficacy to the 

"ridding the miJ;ld of feat: For whoever dreads 
what cannot be avoided, can by no means 
live withapy fatisfaCtion. Bot he who is under 
no f~ar of death, not only from the neceffityof 
dying, but rom a perfl1aflOO that dea~h itfelf 
hath nothing terrible in it, has very great fe­
curlty for a h ppy life. However, I am not ig­
noran., that many wilt arenuC>ufiy oppofe us j 

which can be- no otherwife avoided than by 
not w.riting at all For if my orations, which 
were addre1lCd to the jud,men a d approba­
. of the pea Ie, (for hal is a popular art, and 

. the e ea of oratory is popular applaufe), cn­
iItl'Iil1l1lJ:1'1·r fome bo are iGllincd to with-hold 

eir praife from ry thing but what they 
are 
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are perfuaded they can attain to themfelves, 
and. who confine goot! fpeaking to what they 
may hope to reach, and who declare, when 
they are overwhelm'd with a flow of words 
and fentences, that they prefer the utmafi po. 
verty of thought and expreffion to that pI nty 
and copioufnefl ; (from whence' arofe the kind 
of Attic orator which they who profeffi d 
it were firangers to, and which is alre dy fi­
lenced, and laughed out of the very ceurts of 
jufiice); what may I not expeCt, when "at pre­
fent I cannot l)ave the leafi countenance from 
the peopl , by which I was upheld before? For 
philofopby is fatisfi d with.! a few judges, of 
herii If induftriouOy avoiding th multitude; 
who are j alous of it, and utterly di pleafed 
with i : SOlhat, iliould anyone undertake to 
cry down the whole, be woula bave the people 
on hi fide; or {bowd be attack tbat, hich I 
particularly profefs, be might have affiftjlnce 
from the fchao" 0 the other philofopbers. But 
I have anf wercd tbe detratlors of philofophy in 
gen ral, in my HorteDfius. What I ~d co. 
fay in favour of the Acadcmick , is, I think, fuf .. 
ficiently explained io my cademicks. 

. But yet I am fo far from dcfiring tb.t 
none fuoul write agaiDR: that it . bat 

moft .... Ilcruy covet; for ilofop 
r been in ell ft in Ot icfelf, 

G 4 from 
• 
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from the £lrength it acquired frorr~ the con­
t<:ntions and difputations of t eir learned ; 
therefore I recommend to a who have abi. 
1ities, to fnatch this art alfo, from declining 
Greece, and tranfport it to \IS; as our ~n­
cefi:ors by their £ludy and indufrry imported all 
their other ar ,'wh'ich w'ere wor having.Thus 
the praife ot oratory; raifed frohl a low degree, 
is arrived at fuch perfection, that it mufi now 
decline, and, as is the natur 'of all things, 

. verge 'to its diifolutioo, in a very {hort time~ 
, Let philofophy then, from this. time (pring a­

frelli in the Latin tongue, and let us lend it our 
affifiance, and let l\s bear patiently' to be con­
tradiCted and refuted; which they diflike 
who are devoted to certain determined opini­
ons, a~d are und~r fuch obljgations to maintain 
th~m,. that tho' th yean fupport them by no 
argumeots, they are forced to abide by the .. ) 
to avoid the jrpputation of ficklenefs. We who 
purCu only prob hili ties, and cannot go be-
yond what is likely, can confute others witb­
out obftinacy, and ar prepared to be con­
futed ourfelves without re[entment. Befides, 
were there Uudies brougnt home to us, we 
lhould not wa Greek libraries,' in which 

t'1 in nile number of books, y rea .. 
ltitude. f ~udrorslmong them; 

comtno praCtice with many to repea 
the 
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the fam.e tbings which have been wrote by 0-

thers, whien fc .rves nb pufpofe, but to ftufftheir 
{helves: and tnIS will be our cafe, if many ap­
ply themfelves to this ftudy. But let us excite 
thofe, if poffible, who have had a liberal 
education, abld are mafters of a.n elegant ftyIe, 
and philofoppize with rearon and method. , . . 

III, For there is a farther certain tribe who 
~ . 

would willingly ~ called p~ilofopher§, whofe 
bOoks in our language are faid to be numerous, , 
which I do not defpife, for indeed J never read 
them: but becau(e the authors themfdves de­
clare that they write witH~ut a~y regul~rity. or 
method,without elegance or ornament : I do not 
chufe to read what is fo void of entertainment. 4 

The eis nb one in-the leaft aequainted ~ith let­
ters but know,s the ftyle and fentiments of that 
{chool; wherefore fince they are at po pains 
about expreffion, I do not fee why they iliould 
be read by any but one another: let them 
read them, jf they pleafe, who arc of the 
fame opinions: For as all read Plato, and the 
other, Socratics, with thofe who fpftlng 'from 
them, even they who do not allow of their 

opinioQs, or are vCfJ ' i~~8t about them, 
but f<;flt(le apy, pt tbeir own difc' ., take 

picurus, or Metrodorus into . l¥pd&}- (0 

they alone 1'ead thefe Latin books, who allow • 
- ~ ~ 
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of their tenets. But, in my opinion, whatever 
is publiilied, iliould be recommended to the " 

c r~ding of every man of learning; and tho' we 
may not fucceed in this ourfelves, yet neverthe­
lefs we muft be fenfible that tbJs oug~t to he 
the aim of every writer. I am pleafed with 
~he manner of ' the Peripatetics~ and Aca­
demics,o difputing on both fid of the quef­
tion· not folly from its being the only me­
thod of d fcovering the probabJ ,( but becaufe 
it froe s the greateft [cope for rearoning; 
a method that Ariftotle £lrft ~aq.e ufe of, af­
terwards all the Arift.otelians; and in our me­
mory Philo, whom· we' have often heard, ap­
p~i'nted one time to treat of the precepts of 
the Rb~toricians, another for philofophy i to 
which cufiom I w·as brougttt to conform hy 
me ns of my friends at my Tufculum, where 
our leifure time was fpent in this manner. S 
that as we did yefterday, before noon we ap­
Flied ourfclves to fpeaking ; and in the after­
noon went down into the Academy: The 
difputations held there I have acquainted you 
~itb, not, in a narrative way, but almofi: in 
the fame words in wcb cpey ere carried on, 

V\ The difcourfe then was introduced in 
WI manner, w hilll w were alking. and t ' 

orelia fo hat thua. A. It is not to 
be 
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be expre{fed how much I was delighted, or ra­
ther edified ~yyour difcourfeof Yeft.erday. Thd 
I am confcious to myfelf that I was never • 
over-fond Qf life, yet at times, when I have 
confidered th t there would be an end to this 
life, and tbat I mull fame time or other part 
with aU its ~ood things, a dr~ad and uneafi .. 
nefs has intr tled on my thoughts; but noW'. 
believe me, I am fo treed from that kind of 
uneafinefs, tlfat I think it not w'ottn any re­
gard. M. I am not at all furprized' at that, 
for it is the effeCt of philofophy, which is the 
medicine of our fouls; it difcharges all ground .. 
lefs apprebenfions, fre~ u6 from defires, dri'lel 
away fears: but it has not the fame influence 
over all; it exerts itfelfmo , when iJ falls ill 
~ith a difpofitiol) proper fQr it. For fortune 

doth not alone, as the old proverb is, affift the 
bold, but rea on more fo; whkh, by certain 
precepts, as' t were confirms even courago it­
felf. You was born naturally great and foaring, 
and with a contempt for all things here; there­
fore a. difcourfe againft death had an cafy pof­
~ffion of a brave foul. But do you imagine 
that thefe {arne afgu~nts have any {oree with 
thofe very perfons who have invented, canvaf .. , 
fed and publithed them, cepting indeed (orne 
few particular polfons? For how few philofo­
phers will you meet with, whofe life and 

blanners 
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manners are conformable to the d:a tes of rea­
fon ? who .look on their profeffion, not as a 

. means of difplaying their learning, but a a 
rule for their praClice? who follow their own 
precepts, and comply with thei~ wn decrees? 
You may fee foqte of that levity, that vanity, 
that it would • have been better- for them to 

. have been ignorant; fome cove to s of money, 
fome· ambitious, many fiaves to their lufts; fo 
tbat theit'difcourfe and their ac.Ylons are moil 
ftrangef, at vari nce; than which nothing in 
my opinion is more unbecoming ~ for it is jult 
~s if one who pfofeffed teaching grammar, 
fitould fpeak with "mpropriety; or a mailer 
of"mufic, flog out of tune; it has the worfe 
appeara~ce, bwcaufe he aa contrary to hi 

rofeffion: So a p'hilofopher, who errs in the 
conduCt of hi life, is the more infamous, be ... 
cauCe he mifiakes in the very thing he pre .. 

nds to teach, and whilfi: he lays down rules to 
regulat life by, is irregular in his own life. 
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this fentiment of Accius is falfe, and attc:r-=d 
without any foundation~ 

'Ihe ground you flw on, is ·~f fmall avail,; 
~o yield a crop good feed can Tte'l.U" fail. 

So all minds do not anfwer their culture: aod 
to go on wit tbe comparifon~ s the field oa­
tu1'a11y fruitfu~ cannot produce a crop, witbon 
dreiling, fo neither can tbe mind, without im­
provement; uch is the weaknefs ' of eitbcc 
w~thout the other. Whereas philofopBy i the; 
culture of the. mind: This it is which plucks 
up vices by the roots; prepar the- .mi,nd £; 
the receiving of 14 d, c.ommits them to i 
or, as I may lay, fows them, that, when oomc 
to maturity, they may produce a lentiful' 
harveft: Let u~ pree cd. then as w bc... 
gun; fay, i you pleafe, what fhall be tbe (ub- • 
ject of our difputation. A. I I k on pain to Pc 
the greateft of all evils. M. What, greater than 
infamy? 4. I dare oot indeed aac rt that, nd 
I bluth to think I am fo foon driven from my 
oj>inion. M. You. ould have had greater 
reaCon for blu{h.ing, had you perfev red in it; 
for what is fo unbecoming? what can appeu 
worfc to you, than d"fgrace, icbdoefs, 
immorality? To avoi which, t paiq. 
lhould we not ooly not refufe, but i1Iingty 
take on Qurfel,es? .A.. I am eo rely of that 

opinion. .. 
I) 



,94 1he 7.(ciJ4n D!fputatians Book If. 
pinipn; but notwithftanding that pain is not 

the greateft evil, yet Corely it is an evil. M ; 
,e Do , you perceive then bow much of the terror 

of pain you have given up on a (mall hint? A. 
I fee that plflinly, but I {bouid e glad to give 
np more of it. !d. I will. endeavo Ii atit, but 
it is a gr,eat und'ertaking, and I ~un bav~ no 
contr.adiCtion. A. You {hall have none; as I 
behaved yefterday, fo now I will follow rea[on 
wh ever· {he- leads • 

• 

v). Firtt then, I will {peak ~o the weak .. 
ners 'of fome, and thy various feCts of philoCo­
pgers; ' he head of 'wh6m, both in authority 
and ntiquity, was .Ariftippus, the Socratic, 
who helitated not to fay, that pain wag the 
,greateft of all evjls. Nex Epicurus eafily 
gave in'to this effeminate and enervated opini.­
on. After him Hieronymus the Rhodian, [aid, 
that robe without pain was the ' chief good, 
fo great an evi~ 'did pain appefll" to him. The 
refi, e~cepting Zeno, Arifio, Pyrrbo, were 
pretty much of the fame opinion you was of 
juft now, that it was indeed an evil but there 
were many worfe. Therefore w~at 'nature 
herfelf, and every generoUs foul difavows1 

that pain (bonld be called the greateft of evils, 
JJld which au yourfelf renounced when in .. 
fa~y appeared incontraft to it, is this what 
philofopby ~he miftrefi of life continues to 

m intain 
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main,tain for fo many ages t What ty 
life, what praife, what reputation w.ould 
of fuch confequence, that a.l11an 1hould ~ de 
firous of gaining it at the-expence of fubmitting 
to bodily pain,dwhen he confider:s pain as the 
greateff evil? On t~ Jo~ht;.r fide, what dif .. 
grAce, what ignominy- would· he not fubmit 
to, that be might avoid pain, when perfuadCd', 
bat it was £Pe greaten 0"£ evils? BefJdes, 

what perfon, who looks on painQ as the 
greateft of evils, is not miferable, not only 
when be aau~lJy feels pain, but when be re­
flects that it may befaH him? hence it {ollo 
,tbat e~ery 'man is miferable. Metrodorus jn­
deed thinks him perfectly bappy, whofe boay 
is free from aU diforders, and has an ati"ut1nce 
tBat it will alwayt continu fo; but who is 
there can be afi'uced of ~hat ? 

I VII Epicurus truly faith fuch things as U-
is defign was to make people laugh j for he -

-affirms fomcwhere, that if (J wife matI was to 
k burned, or put to tbe t()rture; you expeCl 
~rhaps; be lhould fay that he would bear it, 
that he would {"pport himfelf under it with 
,efolution ! that» fo help me, Hercules I WOUld 
be very commendable and becoming that very 
Hercules 1 adjuretl; but this will not fatis£y 
EpicurasJ a rob ft and hardy man! No, if he 



96 T'lJe r t1CtJ1tm Df(putations Book II. 
was in. Pbalolris's Bull, he would fay,. bow 
fweet it is? how little do I regard it! What 
fweet r isit not fufficient, ifit is notdifagreeable ? 
but thofe very men who deny pain to be an evil, 
to fay, that it is agreeable ta any, one to be 
tormented; they rather fay, that it is hard, 
afBitliog, unn:tturaJj but yet no evil. He 
who faith it is the only evil, and the very 
worft of all evils, yet thinks a wife man 
would pronounce it [weet. I do not re­
quire of you to fpeak of pain in the fame words 
which .Epicurus doth, a man ' as you know 
devoted to pleafure ; . he' may make no differ­
~co if he pleafes, b(;tween Pbalaris's BulI, and 
hi's own bed: But I cannot allow this wife 
man tQ be (0 indifferent about pain. If he 
bears it 'With co rage, it is. fufficient; that he 
lliould" rejoice in it, I do not expect; for pain 
is certainly {harp, bitter, againft nature, bard 
to fubmit to, and bear. Obferve P.hiloCletes: 
we may allow bim to lament, ' fo~ he faw 
Hercules himfelf grieving loudly thro' ex;. 
tremity of pain on mount Oeta: the arrow& 
Hercules prefeoted him with, were then no 
confolation to him, when 

'J'he vipers bite, impregtllZting his veins 
Iy.itb poi)Qn, r(J~Jl d bi~ w!tp Jts bi~ter paim. 

And 
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And therefore he cries out, defiring he p, aDd 
wialing to die, .. 

Oh! that fome friendly btmd its aid would 
lend, 

My body from this rock's va) height to fend 
J nto the brjn deep; r m air on fire, 
And by this ja!al wound, mrifl JOon expire-. 

It is hard to f~f' he was not oppreffed ' with 
c\7il, and gr . t evil too! who ~as obliged to . 
cry out in this m nneI'. 

VIIl. But I t us obferv~ Hercules himfelf, 
wh was fubdueci by pflin': at the very time. 
he was in quefl of immortality by dying. 
What words doth Sophod s here put .in his 
mouth, in his Trach.inicc? whQ, when Deianira 
had put upon him a tunick dyed in the ' cen­
taur's blood, and it !luck to his entrails, faith, 

What torturu I endure, no words can te/I, 
Far greater theJe, than thoJe which eTjl be--

Jfe/~ . 
From the dire terror of tby. co,yort, Jove j 

E'enfl~m Euryflheul direcommal1ds abO'lJ(; 
'Ibis oj thy daughter, Oeneus, is the fruit, 
Beguiling me with her envenom'd fa if', 
WhoftcloftcmbraC(, dotbon my entra;/sprey, 
Cor!foming lift; my lungs forbids to play j 

H cfh~ 

• 
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q'he blood flrfakes my vez'1Js, my nianly heart 
Forgets to beat; ener·valed each part, 
lfegleCls'its ojjice, whi!ft my fatal doom, 
Proceeds t'g11obly,from the weaver's loom. 
q'hehaI1diffoe, ne'er hurt me nor thefiera 
Giant, ijJuing from his parent earth. 
N e'er could tl!e 'Centaur fuch a "blow etiforce, 

_ No barborousfo,e, nor all the Grecian force; , 
~his arm no javage people eouM 'U1itbfland, 
Whoft·realms I travers'd, to re}orm tbe land. 
Thu;, tho' I ever bore a manly heart, 
I fall a viClim to a WOma11'S art. 
41!tfl, 171.'1 jon, if thou' that 1zame doft hear, 

. !vi} groans preje':f'ing to tby mother's tear; 
.convey ker here, if: ,in thy pious heart, 
'I'hy 1'R~ther flares 110t an unequal part: 
'Proceed, be boM, thyfather' s fate bemoan, 
Nat ions wiil johz, you will not weep alont. 
o what a fight is thz's flme briny jource, 
Unknown before, thro' all my labour's courfl? 
:that 'Lu'rtue, which could brave each toil bUf 

late, 
w.ith 'lvom,m's'weaknejs 1tOW bewails its fate. 
Approach, my fon, behold thy father/aid, 
Awither'd carcafe, that implores thy aid; . 
Let all beho/(J! and thou, imperious Jove, 
On me direCf'f6y light'ningjrom 4hove; 
N ow all its force the poiJon doth a.lfumt, 
Andmyburnt elltrails with itsjlameconJume. 

. , Crell 
, . " 
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Crd/ fallen, un-em'brat;' d I nO'l£) let fall, 
Li/JlejS, thoJe bands that lately conquer'd ail; 
When the Nemtean 1i0ll OW1l'd their foret, , 

And he, indignant fiU d breathleft corpft : 
:the ferpent jle·w, of tho Lemean lake, . 
As did the H)rrdra of its force partake: 
By this too fill the Erymantbian boar: 
Een Cerberus did his wenk flrengtb deplore. 
:this jitzerwJ al"'t did overcome rwith ettJe. 
'That dragon, guardian of the golden jle~ct~ 
M y many confjuejls letflme othets trace; 

.It's mine tofoy, I never ImewdiJgrace . . 
Can we then defpife pai~, when we fee Her .. , • 
cules in fuch intolerable pain? 

IX. Let us fee wh~t LEfchyI fays, wbo,wa 
not on Iy a poet, but according to report a Pytha­
gorean phiIofopher: How doth he rna e 
Prometheus bear the pain he fuffered for 
the Lemnian theft, when he cfandeftioely ftole 
aW y tbe celeftial fire, and beilowed it on 
men, and was (everely puniChed by Jupiter for 
the theft. Faftened to mount Caucafus he 
fpeak thu~, 

Thou heav'n-born race of([tt. 'IS berefoflofJlmd, 
Behold thy brother! aJ the jailors found 
With CtJ1;t tbe 00 tom, and tblir flips confine 
'I'D Jome!aft flore, with anchor and.wifblzm: 

• H 2 So 
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SO, by 10'Ul s dread decree, the' God of fire 
Confines me here, the'ViCiim o/'Jove's ir . '. 
With baneful art, his dire machine he fla ' IJ' 

From fuch a God, what mortal e'er eftapes? 
When. each third day Jhall [tiumph o'er the 

night. e 

'['hen dot~ the 'Vulture with his talons light, 
Seizing my entrails; which in rav'110US guize, 
He pr.cys on! then, with wing: extended flies 
AJo}t, and brujheJ with his plumes tbe gore: 
But when dire Jove my liver doth rejlore, 
Back he returns impetuous to h~'s prey, 
Clapping his wings, he cuts th' etherial way .. 

. ,. ''['hus do I nourijh with my blood this pejl, 

Confin'd my arms, unable to cont~ft, 
Intr~atil1g only, that in pity 1~ve 
Wottld take m; lift, and this curs'd plague 

rel?1ove. 
But endlifs ages pafl, unheard my moan, 
Sooner flail drops dilfolve this very jlone. 

We {carce think it poffible not to call one af­
feeled in this manner, miferable; if fuch ~ 
one is miferable, then pain is an eviJ. . . 

X. A. Hitherto you are on my fide; I wil 
fee to that by and by; in the mean while 
whence are thofe verfes? 1 do not remembei 
them. M. I ill inform you, for you are iI 

~ the right to afk; you fee that I have mud 
, 0 leifur.: 
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leifure~ ./1. What then r M. I imagine, when 
yOU was . at Athens, you attended frequently 
the fehools of the philofophers? .A.. Yes, and 
with great pleafu~e. M. You obferved then, 
tho' none of them at tbat time were very elo­
quent, yet the~ ufed to throw in ver[es in their 
harangues. A. Dionyfius the Stoic ufed to 
apply a great many. M. You fay right i but 
they were rep,eated without any eh ice or ele-• • 
ganey. But our Philo gave you a {ew ' fe-
lea lines ana well adapted; wherefore fince I 
took a fancy 'to this kind of elderJy declama­
tion, I am very fon~ . of. quoting our poets, 
and where I cannot be fupplied from thc;m. 
I trannate from the Greek, that the Latin 
language may want no ornament in "his kind 
of difputation.· • 

XI. But do you fee the ill effecb of"poetry? 
The poets introduce the braveft men lament­
ing over their misfortunes: they foften our 
minds, and they are befides fo entertaining, 
that we do not only read tbem, but get them 
by beart. Thus, what with poetry, our wantof 
difcipline at home, and our tender and delicate 
manner of living, virtue is become quite ener­
va~ed. Plato therefore was right in banHbing 
them his cvmmonwealth, where he equired 
the beft morals, and the heft form o~ govern­
ment. But v re, who have all our learning 

H 3 from 
• 



102 The rufculan Dffputations ook II. 
from Greece, re d and learn thefe from our 
chil hood; and look on this as a lib ral and 
learned education. 

XII. But why are we . gry with the 
poets? we may find fome philofophers, thofe 
maner& of virtue, who taught-that pain was 
the greateft of evils. But you, yOl,lng man, 
when you faid but juft now that it appeared 
fo to you, upon being a(ked, 1r greater thall 
injamj, gave up that opinion at a word's fpeak .. 
ing. Suppofe I aile Epicurus the [arne queftiol1. 
He anhvers, that the leaft pain is a greater evil 
tpan the greateft j famy: th~t there is no 

'~vil in infamy itfelf, unl fs attended with pain. 
What p in then muft attend Epicurus, when 
he faith this very.thing, that pain is the greatefi 
evil, for no hiDg can be a greater difgrace to a 
philofopher than to talk thu. Therefore you 
allow d nough, wh n you admitted infamy ~o 
appear to you a greater evil than pain. 1£ you 
bi e by thi , y II will fee how far -pain (bouI.-:! 

be refilled: And th tor nquiry {bould be, 
noffo mu h wb tl r p i b an viI, as how 
tl mi b fortifi d for refi iog it. The 

fi m trifling arglll;nents, that 
if t .. difl e ab ut a word. 

n y doyou impofe up· 
on n , Z DO?.f; h n ~'on ny, what ag-
pe r very dr adful to me, to' be an evil, I am I 

.' de.ceiveV 
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deceived, and am at a 10Cs to know wh ,what 
is to me fo miferahJe, {hould be no evil. The 
anfwer is, that nothing is an evil but what is 
bafe and vicious. You retum to your trifling, 
for you do not remove what made me uneafy. 
I know that paip is not vice, .J qu need not in­
form me of that: but {hew me, that, to be in 
pain or not, is all one; it has nothing to do, fay 
YOll, with a ha 1'y life, for that confifis. of vir­
tue alone; but y.et pain is to be avoided.: If I 
afk, Why? it is difagreabJe, againft nature, 
hard to bear, woeful and affliCting. 

XIII. Here are many words to exprefs th~t. 
varioufly, which we call by the fingle word, 
Evil. You are defining pain, infiead .of re­
moving it, when you fay, it i diCagreable, un­
natural, {carce to be born: nor ar yo'! wrong 
in faying Co, but the man who vaun 5 thus, and 
maintains nothing to be good but what is bo­
nefi, nothing evil but what is bafe, lhould not 
give way to any pain: This would be wi£hing, 
not proving. This is better, and has more truth 
in it, thlt all things which nature abhors 
are to be looked on as evil; what {he approv s 
of, are to be confidered as g f)d: This admitted, 
and the difputc about words removed, that 
which they with reafon embrace, and which 
we call hone l, right, becoming. and fom -

H 4- time 
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tim s include, under the general name of vir. 
tue, would appear to {ueh advantage, t~1 
all other things which are looked on a! 
th gifts of fortut;le, or the good things 01 
the body, would feem trifling~n.d infignificant : 
No evil, nor a.1I the coli tti"e body of evil! 
together, 'would be comparable to the evil oj 
infamy. Wherefore, if, "as you granted in the 
beginning, infamy is worfe t an p'in, pain i! 
certainly nothing; for whilfi it !hall appeal 
to you bafe, and unmanly to groan, cry out: 
lament, or faint under pain, whilft you have 
any notion of probity, dignity, honour, ane 

• keeping your eY~'on ' them, yO\! refrain your. 
felf; pain will certainly yield to virtue, and 
by the influence of imagination, will lofe it~ 

whol force. For you my£\: ither give up virtue: 
or d 'fpife pain. Will you allow of fuch a virtue 
as prudence, without which no virtue can 
iDd ed be conceived? What then? will thaI 
fuffer .you to labour and take pains to nc 
purpofe? Will temperance permit you to do 
any thing to excefs? Can juftice be maintained 
by one, who through the force of pain betray~ 
ecrets~ one that· difcovers his confederates, and 
reUnquilbes many dutie of life? How will you 
aCt confiftent with cOtlrag ,and its attendant~. 
gre tnefs' of foul, refolution, patience, a con· 

. tempt for all w rldly things? ,Fan you heal 
. your[eU 
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yourfelf cal ed a great man, when you lie 
groveling, dejeCted, and deploring yourfeJf~ 
with a lamentable voice; no one would call 
you a man, in (uch a ~ondition: Therefore 
you mull: either quit all pr tenlions to courage, 
~r pain mull: laid afleep. . , 

XIV . You know very welJ, that tho" part 
of y~ur Corinthian furniture be gone, the 
remainder is fafe without that; but 'if you 
lore one virtue, (tho' virtue cannot be ioft); 
ihould you, I fay, acknowledge that you was 

{llort in one, you would be £.lripped of all. Can 
you then call Prometheus'a brave man, of .a· 
great foul, endued with patience, and fieadinefs 
above the i"rowns of fortune? or Phil Cletes, 
for I chufe to inftance in him, rather than 
yourfelf, for he certa-inly was not brave,' who 
lay in his bed, watered with his tears, 

Whofl groans, ofwailings, and wbaft bitter . , 
crus, 

With grief inceJ!ant rend the very./kif!. 

I do not deny pain, to be pain; for was that 
the cafe, in who t would courage confitl? But 
I fay it {bould be afT waged hy patience •. ,ii e 
is fuch a thing ~s pad nee: if there isJ,lofuch 
thing, why do ~e fpeak fo in praife of phi~o .. 
fophy? or why do w glory in i .na e? 'n 
vex S liS, let it fling us to the heart j if you have 

• no 

.... 
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no defence, fubmit to it; but 'if you are fecu': 
red by Vulcanian· armour, i. e. with ref< lution, 
oppofe it; {bould you fail to d? [0, that guar­
dian of your honour, your courage, would 

. forfake and leave tou. By tbe I ws of Lycur-. 
gus, and by thofe which ",ere given to the 
Cretans by Jupiter, or which Minos receiv­
ed from that God, as the poets fay; the youths 
are trained up to hunting, running, enduring 
hunger .and thirft, cold an ~ heat. The boys 
at Sparta are fcourged [0 at the altars, that the 
blood follows the lalb, nay, 'fometimes, as I 
beard when I vras there, they are whipped 

< to death; and not·one of them was ever heard 
to cry out, or fa much as groan .: What then? 
Shall . men not be able to bear what boys do ? 
and {hall CUftt>ffi have more force than rea­
fon ?' 

. 
XV. There is fame difference betwixt la-

bour and pain: they border upon one another, 
but with a diftinCl:ion. Labour is a certain ex­
erci'te of tPe mind or body, in fome employ 
or undert"king that requires pains j but pain 
is a au p motion In the body, difagreeable to 
our fc nfes. Both thefe the Greeks, whofe 
1 nn-uage is more copious than ours, exprefs by 
the ¢ommon nam of nf~O~,o therefore they call 
indufi ious· men, pain's- 'king, or rather fond. 

of 
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flaborir; we, more pertinently, laborious; for 

there is a difference betwixt labour and pain. 
ou fee, 0 Greece, your barrennefs of words 
metimes, tho' , you think you always bound. 
fay then, tberejs a 'difference betwixt labour 

nd pain. When Marius was cut for a fweI. 
ng in his th igh~ he felt pain; when he he.ad­
d his troops in a very hot feafon, he bour-

: Yet they bear fome refemblance to ooe 
nother; for the-accufioming ourfelves to Ja­
our, makes us fupport pain \Yith more' afe. 
n this reafon..the founders of the Gred n 
fm of government, provided that the boc;li s 

their YOl1th iliould be' fir ngthened by Ia­
our, which cuftom th Spartans transfirred' 

even to their women, who in other citi ,8 re 
more ddicat ly cloathed, and .not expofc d to 
the air: Rut it was otherwife with thpm.' 

'['he Spa,,/an women, with a manly air, 
f Fatigues and dangers with their hujhands 

/hare; 
7"hey in fantajJic fports ha"Jc no delight, 
Partners with thmJ in e~erci.fo and fight. 

CIl t ere laborious exerci(e~ pain interferes 
:omerimes, t ey are thrown down, receive 
;)! ws, have bad falls and are ruifed , and thy 
( bour itfelf h r ens them againll pain. 

t. (15 to mil itary fervic , (I [pea of our 
wn l not the Spartan J for they marched flow 

• to 
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to the found of the dllte, and fcarce a word oj 
command was given without an a"apefi: ;~ 

you may fc e whence the very name of an ar 
my (Exercitus) is derived; great is the labour 
of an army on its march, .then confider that 
they carry more than a fortnight's provifion, 

• • r" and whatever eIfe they may want: then the 
burthen of the £lakes, for as to fhield; fword, or 
helmet, they look on them a no more incum­
brance than their own limbs, for they fay 
anns are the limb of a f~ldier, which they 
carry fo commodioully. that when there is oc-

o cafton they throw down their burdens, and 
• ufe their arms as''1''eadily as their limbs. What 

'is the exercifes of the legions? What labour 
in their running, encounters, !bouts! Hence 
it is, that they make fo .flight of wounds in 
aCtion. Take a foldier of equal bravery, 'but 
unexercifed, and he will feem a woman; 
but why {bould there be this {enuble difference 
betwixt a raw man, and an old foidier ? It is 
true, the age of youn~ (oldiers is for the mof\: 
part preferable, but it is praCtice that en­
ables them to bear labour, and defpife wounds. 
Thus you fee, when the wounded are carded 
off the field, the' raw untried [oldier, though 
but tlightly wounded, cries out mo{\; fhame­
fully, but th l110re brave experi~nced veteran, 

, only 
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only enquires for fome one to drefs his wounds, 
and fays, 

P atroclus to thy aid I muft appeal. 
Ere worje enJu[, my blteding wounds to beal; 
~ he Ions of JEjeuiapius are employ'd, 
No room for me,jo many are iJnnoy'd. 

XVII. This is certainly Eurypilus himfelf, 
experienced mali ! - Whilfi his friend.is con­
tinually enlarging on his forrows, you m ¥ ob­
ferve that he is, fo far from weeping, that he 
amgns a reafon why he fhould bear,his wounds 
with patience. 

Who at his enemy ' a fooke direCls, 
His Jword to light upon hi11lJeIJ expeas • . 
Patroclus I imagine, were he a mall, would 

Jead him off to his chamber to bind up his 
~ W9unds; but not a word of that, for he en .. 
. quires how it went. 

Say how the Argi'Uts hear themfllves infight? 

He could not expre(s their toils fo wen by 
word 3s,what h had fuffered himfel£ 

Peact! a"d m, 'lIJOIUIds 6ind up; 
But tbo' Eurypil~s could DOt, lEfop could. 

When Hectgr's jfJrtune prifs d aur yiiI;ing 
. troops, 

and 
• 
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and he explains the refl, tho' in pain; [0 un­
bounded is military, glory in a brave man! 
Cannot a wife and learned man atchieve what 
this old foldier could? yes, indeed; and in a 
much better way; .but at pre{e.nt I confine my­
felf to cuftom and praCtice. I arp not yet come 
to [peak of rea{on and philofophy. You may 
,often hear o~ diminutive old women living 
without victuals three or four da, S; but take 
away a· wrefl:1er's provifion but for ODe day, 
he wi'l implore Jupi ter Olympius, the very 
God for whom he exercifes himfelf : he will 

J cry out, It is intolerable. Great is the force of 
~ufiom ! Sportfmeri.will con~nue whole nights 
in' the [now: they w ill bear being parched up­
on the .mountains. By cullom the boxers will 
not fo much as utter a groas, however bruifed 
by the'cefius. But what do you think of thofe 
who put a viCtory in the Olympicks on a foot­
ing with the Confulate formerly? What 
wounds will the gladiators bear, who are 
either Barbarians, or the dregs of meo ? How 

I 

po they who are trained to it, prefer being 
wounded to the barely avoiding i ? How often 
do they appear to confider nothing· but tbe 
giving fatisfaetion to their mafiers or the p ople? 
for when covered with wouI?d, they fend to 
their maft~rs tc? learn their pleafure; if it is 
their will, they are ready to lie dowQ and d1e. 

4 What. 




