
Proceedings of the Court of Diretl:orll on nengal Affairs . 

•• Provinc~, and for not utending their Conquefts , and were contrary to t~Ore gtnerli 
"principles ofjuftice which cheCol1lpany wifhlhould be fupported ;" • 

After !I. DebaIc thereon .. a ~e",ion W:lJ propofed, Whether the Words [4ad IhtoJ/xtt 
G6'Vtr/fOT] b!tW~~i3 the Wprd (D,...vla] 2nd the Word Un'] lboultl ftana as put of die 
faid Refolution; • 

And the Quefiion being accordingly put, 
p 

] c paffcd in the Neg,uive. • • , 
Another Qud1:Jon being propofcd for amending the (aid Refolution. by inrtrting the 

Words UrtgutnflJrtptafld] b~twcen the Word [Cump"']] and the Word [fir] and theQ..ud1:ion 
~ing put, • .. 

The fame paffcd in the Affirm.llivc, 

And another Q.ueftion being propofed, W hether the Words [ofjllfliu] between the Word 
[principIIS] and the Word [whitbJ lhou ld ftand as part of the laid H.eColution. 

And the Q ueftion being accordingly put, 

• • • 
And thereupon the (aid Refoiution, as now amehdt'd, wu agreed to, and ftands as fol~ 

lows, viz. • 

RESOLVED, That tllis Court doth agree with the (;tid Conlmiuee, ,hit the A~I'C(~ 
ment made with Suj;th Dowb, for the hire of a part of the Company's T l'OOps for the 
f'eduaion of the Rohilla Country. and the (ubfequent fieps taken for carrying on that 
War, weft' founded on wro~ policy, were contrary to the general Orders of the Com­
pany, frequently repealed, for keeping their Troops within the bounds of the Provinces, 
and for not extendmg their Conquefts. and were l ifo contrary to thofe&genera1 principle. 
which the Company wi th {}iould be (uppontd, 

, 
• 

• 

• 
At a Court of Dire8:ors held on Tuefday the 5th 

of December, 1775. • 

T WO Reports ftorn \he 'Committ~ of tile whole Court, dated the 29th and 30th No~ 
"cmlxr laft:, bein.l prc~nted end read, containing their further Procttrlings on the 

nfw:nce of COUrt, dited tile 2 1 f1: of th3t momh, to confIder of the State of the Com_ 
pany's A(fajrs.l~ording to the Ad9ices r«eiv('d from thence in the cc.urfeof [his yC:M. 

It was, on the ~u:ftiol'l, • • 
RESOLVED, That this Cour; doth agree wilti the (aid Commiuee in their Reports, 

that the Mealure of lC1:alling th(' Tl'O()ps trom the Rohilla Exp«iilion, II (oon 3S it cou ld 
be done .. ith pro?rit'ty, was J,~rttt:lblC' 10 the Ipirit of the Company '.1 gencr~ 1 Ordc:rs; but 
cODidct't' the (i[u:u.icn of Affairs at that time bctWttnlhe Conlp:l.ny 3n~ SUJah OOl'o'la, and 
other ci1'tum\Uncu, the CQUIt lhink. tne l'ttlUing them fo h,ut;\y mIght have bten _t· 
ICIClad witfi hKOllVm\wclc5, 

At 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• • 
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• 
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Proceedings of the Court of Proprieton on ReDgal A6airs. , 
, 

• 
At a Court of Direaors held on \Vedflcfday the 

6th of December, 1775, ' 
• , 

Tl-lEoRefolutiOl'l5 of this Court ~f the 28th OUld19thNovember hlll, and (be I~ and 5th 
inftant, relative to the Company'~ Affairs at Bengal. were read. 

, 
, 

" 

At a General Court of the United Company of Mer­
chants of, England trading to the Eall:-Indies, held 
at their Houfe in Leadenhall-Street on Wednef­
day the 6th of December, 1775, at Twelve o'Clock 

, 
at noon; 

• , 
PRE SEN T, 

John Roberts, Efq. Deputy Chairman, with moll of the Djrec~ 
tors, and a very numerous appearance of the Generality. 

• , 

THE Deputy Chairman acquainted theCourt, that the Court ofDired:on having taken into 
confitkracion the: Differences which. according to the Advices received in the courfeof mil 

year, appc:lTcd to have ariw:n in the Suptrior Council i~Bengal, h.d pa'tred feveral Rc:fGo; 
lution$ thereon, which ate rtady to be fubmitUd to dU. Court. 

And th, (aid Refolutions being thcmJpon called for, were read, being .. folio .... viz. 

II RESOLVED •. Tha: Ihis COUrt is of opinion, that the Aimmentrmde .ith Sujab­
U Dowlao for the hlTe of a p.Ut of the Company" Troop. for d~ rcdu&ion of the ko-
.. hillaCoun~, and .the fubfcquent r\epa tahn for carrying on thar: War. wm: founded on 
.. wrong P'?hcr, ~ere comrarr t~ the grnt ral Ordm of the CompaI1.lftIIIuendy rqated • 
.. (or k«pmg tI~l r Troops wlthm the bounds of the Provinces., ud for not t'l'UMlng their 
· " Territ.,-its; antf wtre ld(ocontT"ary to thoft general principles wbtth Iht Cotnputy wilk 
" . Ihould be fupported." , 

.. RESOLVED, That thi, Court is of opinion, that the "hole Cormpon4enc:e betwttn 
"the Governor·Grneral and Mr. Middleton nlouJd havc' been laid befun: t .... Mem­
.. . !x1S of the Superior Counci l, who ought (0 have It'eeivm C"ftfJ infonn.hta~pca­
.. Ing the tran(acl!ons of the CompanY's Agent IE Sujab Do_la's Coun, ia order .. "",_ 
.. h.lI:: their condull: at Lh;H crhic.! pcdod/' 

+ ~ RESOLVED, 

• • • 



.. Proc~dings of'the CODn or Proprietors on Bengal Aft.irs. 

.. RESOLVED, That this Court is of opinion, that it is necdf;&ry rU w~it t~ 
" arnval of the Anron, or fome funher Advicel from Bengal. bc:f'ore a prccifc jUdgment 
" COln be formed relative to tDe future Refoure.:s of. dat Prefidency." 

• 
H RESOLVEb. That this Court is of opinion, that the Meafure of recalling the 

.. T roops frum the · Rohill. EJ~i(ion ... lOon ... it could be done wich propriety, 

.. w.n agreeable to the Spirit of the Company's general Orders > but confldt'ling the 
<I Citu:ltion of A ffairs at thlt time bctweocn the Company and 5ujah Dowl., and other 
"circumlb,nccs. the Court think the .ecailing them (0 h;l.ftily mIght have been at .. 
u [codal with incon-.:enicncics." 

The Court taking the .~ve Rdolutionl into confidention, 

'An Amendment was prepoCed to the fint ltcrolution, by prefixing to. it the follow. 
ing Words, vi!:. . • • 

• 

9'bal1IOlwifbjlandJ"lIbis Cowl Nli,hI bi{htji .,;.m. ",be Struiw CJ! InltzrilJ oj Wttrrm 
HtJjU"IJ, EA. ana (."", tUMil • ftifJialRl ,,! '.,..,'MfJIiws qptr41i"l III his (otui«tl fUlll»tiI 
pr,I/, ytl lbey are of opbUOff wilb 1M" Cliff' of Di,.,llws, # 

And the Court conlidering of that Amendment, 

And the 32(1 P:mgr"-ph of the Letter to the SeJcCi Committee at' 8el)g.3.J, dated 
the: 11th November, 17b8, 31fo the 45th Pal'llgraph of the Lette» l'b the SeJelt Como:: 
mitte\! at Bengal, dated [tit: lllth Augun, 1771, and • 

The I nfirlld:ions from the Governor and. Se)rd: COfDrTIittec at Bengal to Sir Robert 
Buker. dated the 301.1 April, 1771 , entc~d on the raid Committee', Confultations of 
the lame date, 

• After . a Debate of great length, and the Quenion being put for the raid Amend! 
rnt:nt, 

The fame plJ'ft:d unanimouOy in the Affirmative J • 

And th!!'n the ~tefiion h!!'ing put on the faid amended Motion, it was 

RESOLVED UNAN IMOUSLY. Th.3.t notwitManding thi,Courr h:tth the highe~ 
opinion of the Service, and IMf'grity of W.llr~n H;l.!lin~1 £fq. and cannot admit 
a fu'ridon of corrupt motives Opel ating on his conduct without proof, yet they are 
of opinion witb. th=ir COUrt ot Dlfectors, that the AgreetTlitnt made with Sujah Oowla 
[or the hire of a pare or the Company'! Troops for the Rc:dtlf.bon ot the Rohilla 
Country; and the (JJb[equent ;)UpS t.&ken (w urrying on that War, wert founded on 
wrortg l>oll(y, w~re contrary to tbe gentnl Orders of the Company, frequently repeated, 
for keeping tbetr l 'roops wlltun the Bounds of the Provinces, and for /lot txtending 
their Ter.,irori~; :md oVere alfo contrary to thofe Gelkul Principles which the-Com-. 
~ny "lin OiOIoUd. be fuppor~ 

Tbc COUrt then hawiaa contiJercd the fecoDd Refolution of the Court of Directors 
00 the Q"ueltiOt',. • 

ItESOLVeD.UNANlMOOJiLY. That thb COUrt do agftt wit'" the Opinion ot the 
CAurt of DMed-orS. that rhc: wbulc Com:fpondence between me Governor.General .nd 
..... WuiOkton thoutd have lxca.Laid before ,he Members of ti,e Superior CQu ociJ, wtu» 
oupt to baw ret<eived every iAformarion mpcaing the rra~rlla:ionl of the Comp~~y" 
Agent III Sujf.b Uowu', Cour" UiI order to regulate theif conduct a l that (rmcal 
~rlocl 

• 
TbWllinl RdOWuoo of the ~rt 01 Oinilol'l being alro conlidered. and the 

Q.odIiO'I polo K .... .' 

RESOLVSD. T.b,at thit COUrt do ~ in opinion wilh the Court of Dircllon, that 
" i. acecl1"ary to wau: doe arrival of the Anron, or fome further Advice'S from 8eO$aI, Rr ~_ 

• 
• 

• 
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, 

• 

, 

• 

• , 

• Letter from the Court of Dircdou to the Coyernor·Gener:11 and Council • 
• 

before I precifc jqdgmcnt can be filrmed reladve 10 'he future Rcfour"Ces of that Pre­
ftdcncy. 

, 

AcId then the Court. on con6dcring the (ourth Rcrolution of lhe Court of D~o"" 
on the QueRion, . ~ ~ • 

RESOLVED, That this Court do agree in opinion with the COlin of Dirdto .... 
that the Mcafure of rt'calhng the Troops from the Rohilla Expedition. as foon at it 
could be d6ne with 'Proptier)'. was a~fttl.ble to the Spirit of the C6mpcany"s ~M4 
nl Orders I but conftr\erln~ the Jituluon of Affi.iT1 III that time ~t.C'Cn t~e Com w 

~any . Iltd Sujah Dowla, and other circomfbnccs, the Court Lhink the n:calltng them 
lu h..ally might have been attended with inconyeniencies. 

A Motion being then made, • 
" U That it is the Opinion of this Court, that" the inlinuations thrown our by thrtt: 

U Members of the Council-General of Beng'}I. in du:ir late Difp:arches. againA: Mr. Han­
.. inK'. whereby it is tntimated. that his motives for engaging in the R~uAion of t~e 
.. Rohillas were not the ofienlible Motives he has affigned, and th:lt M alted therem 
.. contrary to his judgment, ~re injurious to the Ch~ra8:e~ of Mr. Hailing!. and ought 

. .. not to have been made ute of, unlefs accompanu::d wuh the grounds and rc:afonl 
.. on which {uch inl'inuations are founded, whereby the Company might have been cn_ 

." abled to judge for themfe!ves on a point of fo much impomm:e to it as the Cha­
.. raCter of the Gq.vernor.Generai of Bengal." 

• , 
And it being thereupon moved to adjourn. 

The C-ourt, on the Queftion being pur. co • • 

Adjourned accordingly. 

" 
• 

Extract of Letter from the Court of Directors to 
the Governor-General and Council at Fort-Wil­
liam in Bengal, dated the J 5th of Decem"ber, 1775 . 

• 

Pn. I. W H 1 L E we were: indulging the hope that (0 Frfc:& an harmony would 
have prevll11~ :amongfl: the Membt"rs of the new Adminiftration in Bengal. 

iU is nrcdrOlry to gille vigour to the ACts of Governmcn '. as wdl :u dignity to your Coun­
cils, how great mull 01.11 concern and di(appointment be. on findtng [hac dilTcn(lOru have 
arifc:n fo eJrly, and ope:ated fo far as they appear to ha.ve donefrnm the reparate AddrelTt'. 
of our Governor.Gqlerai and the MajoriTY o( the BOlrd, as well as from the Minutes on 
your public Records? We are far from dirapproving 3. difference of opinion on any mea­
Jure; on the contrary, we confider il 3..$ the duty of every Member of your Boud tocxprtfs 
liis fenti'nlnts With freedom on f"~ery fubje8:. Our concern procetd. falely from obferv. 
jng a. lIIarmlh of 31tercauon, which threatens to dellroy that murtaal rd'pe& and confidence 
we were ro folicitous (0 promo~ when we recommended tl.armony amonS ,ourfdves. 

2. A·, the fefar~te AddrdTc. of our'Governor·general • .iad orehe M~ority ofCouncil
9 

( 0 the Court 0 Duocd:ors, and of the laner 10 our iUf! Chairman sod uepury Chairman. 
are entered upon your Records, we (hall ·confider .them as Proceedings or Minutes of 
Council, and as (uch rrply to thofe particular. whicb requite our obIC:r?ioD. direaioo • 
or determination;. and he~in we !baH be guidw by dial: equal rqprd which we bear 

5 • ........ 

, 



• 

• 

• 

• dated 15th of December, 1775' 
towards C'Vtfl' M~mbtt of your Board, cxprtffing our approbation of ruch mr3furt! 3~ ::ut 
right, and rcprebc:nding thofe which appear to us Lc:fervlng of crnmre ; but bc-Iorc .... e 
pro«ed to thore p:anicuillu. WI: think it ntcdfary to communicate to you the follo wing 
Refolutions, agreed to b,.,. Gener~ Court o( Proprietors, held on the 6th jnGilut., n-1uive to 
rundry objttts<ln which you ha\1e betn div ided. • 

• • 
R ESOL VED GNAN IMOUSLY. that notwitMbnding this CCllll t hath the' highdl 

opinion of the. len'iec;s and integrity of Warren Hafting!, Erquirt; and unnot .dmlt u fuf· 
plCion of corr~t mOtivt's olXra(ing on hls cotll.luet wilhout ptoof .. ytt they are of opinion 
wid. their COUrter Oirrlt:ofs, that Ihe Ag~ement m-'Ck: w:tb Suiah Dowl ... , for d;lC hire of 
a part of the C9mpany's Troops for the RcduCl.:ion 0-1 the Rohi·Ua Country, anq the fub. 
f~u~nt fl~ps uke" for carrying on that Wu, w~re r"ounded on wrong policy, wroie COli. 
uary to the general Ord~r.of Ihe Com.pany, frequently reptated, for keeping their 1 roops .. 
within Ihe bounds of the t' rovinces, and for not dtcnding ~heir Tertilories; and were 
Jllfo contrary to thofe general principles which-the Company willt fil0uld .Of fupporu:d. • 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY. That this Couff do agree with the OpiniO"ri or th!! 
Court of Diretton. that the whole Corrtfpondence between the Governor.General and 
Mr. Middleton lhould havc been laid hefore the Members of the SUpt"rior CounCIl. who 
ought to have received evcry .illfothlation rdpeeting the tnnfadions of the Company's 
Agent at Sujah Dow la's Court, in order to regulate their conduct: at [hat critical 
period. 

RESOLVED. ThM this Court do agree in Opinion with the Cotln or P irttlol"S, that it 
is necdTary to wait the arrival of the AnIon, or fame further Advjc~ rrom lkngal, befofe a 
precHt judgment can be fo rmed rtlative to the future Refourcc.:s ot that PreGdency. 

RESOLVED. That this Court do 3.gret in Opinion with the Co\lrt of D ireCtors, that 
the Mea lul"e of reeaUiru;- the Troops from the Rohilla ExpeUition. as foar. as It CQuld be 
done with propriety, was agTttable [Q the fpirit of the Company's ernrn.1 Orders ; but 
oonftdering the fituation of .Jfa i r!~ at that tIme Ixtween the Company and Sujah Dowla • 
and othrr circundh.nct." the Court think the recalling them fo haftily miiht have bttn 
attcndt!d with inconvenience •. 

• 3. H3.ving thus laid before you the ftnfeofthe Proprietors at.large ali the above (ub. 
je8:s, taken after the mott Candid examination Of your Recor(ls, we procttd to make fuch 
further Obfervuions, and to gi VI,! ftlch Orders and I nftrufrion.~. as from the nature of your 
Advices and the fituation of our /\ff .. irs III Bc/"lg.:d appear to us llccdfary • 

.... We difapprovC! aU fuch diA:ant Exproition~ , as may cvehtually ClIrry our Forct, to :til)" 
IiTluation , tOO remote to admit of their 1~lc and rpecdy return to the l'fotcCtion of our own 
Provioces in cafes of cmer(;tncy. • 

5' We alfo utterly difappro.,e and (ondenln ofl'enfive Wat!; dil\inguilhing howNer 
between oifentlve Olcafurcs ul)ntceffJrily undertaken, with a view 10 pecuniary Idvan. 
tage~, and chofe which the prefcrvation of outl-lonori or the protelti()O Or lafc:ty of Our 
PfJtrdflOOlI, may render :lbf9luttly neo:lfary. • 

• 

ti9 

6. The attention pa:d by the Majority to the tenor alid (pirit of our Ordch on this 
fubjc.tt i. t:ighly ~Ie toUS, and It i5 cdr molt: pofitiye dlreClion. that no dc.vbtion 
from thoCe Orders be permitted but upon the molt urgent an~ abfolutc Mceffi ty, as th ac , 
.loDe ca", jullify a dcpanurc from them 0 for the profpea: of any advantages, howev«r 
alluring, Carl in no wife be adequ.atc to ~ peroictous coofequcnct$ which mult: refulcfrolD 
aamples of difobcdicnce to our Orden. • .. . . 

7. The fent~m~uaprrifc.d ~ the Ma,tori ty in the 36th Paragraph ~ftheir A~d re(!.' coin­
cide exaB.ly with our own. Tlltlr determination tocndeavour tornllOtalO Peace 10 Indu. and 
.,igorouO, to ddend our PoR'cmonl and Allies. annot be tOO much. ap~lauded i we there­
fore ftriaJy enjoin every Itfembcr of our Council to concur heartily III fuch mcafurcs u 
..., be -ali" fo< accomplilbiag \:hd'c: ddlnble p'''portt . 

•• We haw-alrady_ in ourl..efter of die )dol March,I.,., 5.exprelTed our extreme concern, 
OIl &odinS tbll oar Arms Ud beea employed iQ conquering the Rohilla CountrJ fur Sujab­

Do_la, , 

, 
, 

, • 



• 

• • 
160 • l .. etter from the Court of DireCtors to the Governor-Cencl'lll and Gou~il, 

01'l'tt .. h, and difapprnt"d the meafurt'4 aod .c hnt no rrs.ron 10 ;lIter our fcnlimtnrs ref­
pefting thH mnlaction. 

• 

, 

• 

• 

9. r,vc not only tOllormn rill: principle which eVt'nulJ.lIy produced thC' oRohilJa War, 
""nety. Ihc incilldlnj{ of thdr Country in the line of defence marJ.-ct.I OUI< fur ollr Cam. 
",Jnder in Chief, a~ Qcing <,antrary (u the Syctem we had adopted. aad rtl)U~OIJlt [0, the 
genet:!1 tenor of our Orders, but we alfo l~ta ll, dif.1pprove tht: cngagcnI\nrs t'nte,co lilt() 

by our Ser"Jnts wnll Sujab Dowla, when Hafd Rhlmet Khan had failed In. the verfb1 tn-

0I;1Ct (If his (l;pul:uiom. · • 
• 

,0. 0":1. fuppofltion that Gener:1J Bl\rktr's (antlien to the Treaty between Suj.~ Oowlll 
lind the Rohillas gave him a right to call '¥'On us to fee that. Tre .. ty tullilled, It I ~ ntv~r· 
Ihtlel , tVldr'ndr. cerlain, that ev~ry principle of Policy forbad Wl,lf Sr'rvanfS 10 tXlrnd th~lr 
,.: iews beyond l lC firil9 accomplilhmcllt thereof. and the obtain,ng of a propr'r lIlMmll16-
cillion tor ChHgts to be incurred ;n cllmng the: Ruhillas to II jun account; :l.lld we think'" 
there was greal pl'()babllil~ .that thofe ~alutary mtafutes lOi~ht ha,vc ~cn DCCOl1'lphOlCd 
~itho\Jt proc('t(lmg til hoAllmu, But In "II C'vcnts,l1Il1cad of r'nteT1~,g IntO:ln Agreement 
wllh thc Vlt,e:r, which kfl no room for a;.'<:olnmooJtiOn wl(h the Rohillu. it was ce:nllin'y 
the dUly of our Pre:lident and touncil to hJVC given an hnnlediale and abfohl(c ~ful.:lllt) 
all requl fi l ion~ fu injurious to th~ f('pllt~tion uf the: C0!11pany. and t'1p:eially for ('~g~lOg 
in a <llnAn( E"EXdmon, wherein want of fuecefs 'nlght have been attended ..... I!.h Jaral 
con(rquC'ncts. . 

II, It is with grtM f; t:isfa£tion we find, th~t although hoftilities ~ commenc~d with 
an apparent Jererminaoon to exterminate the Rohill.oI5. a mor~ honora,blc: cl'd has brt'n 
putto that War, and that a prov.Hon is made- fonhe Son of Hafu Rhamet Khan, This 
circurnlt.oI.nce i. the more :I~\"tt."bk to us, as it ftem~ to hJVC been eft'C.Cttd by the inlt'r­
potition of our Commander 10 Chief, and will, tve hopt'. !ef'ld to L-ofJoiCC Jny unf~vourJble 
Imprdiioos which the put wken by our Sen·ants agJinft fht" Roh. i+13 molY hive cccafionW. 
amongft the Na[JvC's ot l ndi", 

• 
12, The retllrn of our Troops from tht' Rohilb Country is an en'nt hi&hly aecr.ptable 

to W I and from Ihe: ~e.neral \~nl) r vf yOl.lr Advkes \\C arc kd to hvpt'. dl.lt ihe ,noncy c' ('n 
due: Jrom Suj~ DowPJ has bten I'(celVcd; but if. from un'oref I!n :ottllien!., 1,aynlCnt of 
any part h~ br"tn dl:lay~, we direCt: thJ.( yO\l mlil't up"n tl\e IMc111rg~ thereot: 

13. We by no mr':lIlS approve the idea of continuing to defend the Sub:lh of Dude in 
the Rohilla Counlry; you are mt.-refote in Imure ftrifrly [0 confine yourfc1vt's to the 
Le:tter ind Spirit of oor I.l rder~ on th:lt tubjt'lt, dll.lt'd 7th M2rch, 1775, 

14- It is with ~qual furpriz.e;J,ild COrKern that we dbferve, on your Minute:s of Coon!il 
of -' 3th february, 1775. among fevr'ra! ideas luggdt:~d on the rubj~c\ of a lreaty to he 
concluded with the Su(cdTQr of SuJ~h 00)\'101, [hat any ~crvaO[ of the E"lt India Conlpilny 
{hould propufe Lh-: relinquifhing ot a cOlllidtrablc pan of our l'roptrtv, IlnJ.glving up the 
Rnhilla Country to the KIng, in ordC'r fO f~cillUte the obtaiOlng from S~h Allum a 
Grant of ... he !lovereignty of Ilengal and B.iliar to the Cruwn ot Grnt.Britain, ' 

I S, We uke i.' for .granted tha~ the impropritty of the Minute :lJlud~d to mull: na.e 
appeared to you m a hght fo ftnkUlg, :IS 10 hJve precluded all concllrrence tht'rr'in' '" 
n.evert~cler$ thi;tk it lIec~lfaf')' to ill'uc the man: r~~y anJ ~rcmp[~ry DrdC'1'S ,And Inltruc­
tlons toryour tuture gUidance, and therefore dirttl. that no propotal of a hke lenJcncy 
be ever made by you t~Shah AlfulIl, or agreed to, if propokd by hlm, or by any oilier 
pe'rfon. on any aCtaunt or pretl'nce whateVer, • 

• •• 
16. ~lthough the delth of Sujah Do .. 1a may render it n~&:&rr to make new arrans.e. 

ments WIth hu Succetror, we cannot agrtt " 'Ith our CouQcil cbu. 0lU' Tl'Utia with tn,. 
Sute of Oude expired with tht' !kalh of that Nabob • 

• • 
17, The keeping of a Brigade in the fcrvice of ~Subih plo.de iI a meafure we 

t~t~rely ~pprovet (provided it ~ done Wifh ~ free conr\"Pt~rdae.su.1:i~h. but by no me.aot 
Wll'~Ut I';) as 11 tnabies UJ to oACJ'calc cbe ral11n::n&da c( Cf'"Arm-... ,tbc4lt UlCIUtln.l 
adcltuonnl chugt's thereby. but the whole pay aod c~ curac.s mull be boroc l:;, 
tbe Sub.h • 

a .8. The 

• 



bated the ' jib of D""ember, '715-

••• T he dead, of the tue Vizier a,fford! an opportunity (or rtndering this 1TIe1lfurc llill 
more ladsfacrury. His Succcifor cannot but be fenlible how much depends l!pon our 
Cupport, and therefore will, we perfl1ade ourCclves. re~djJy confent to de(n,y the whole 
bpcnre of a Brigade, to be employC!d in the defence -of his Dc,minio"ns. The nccctT.tl')' 
ftipubdons on your part will be. that our Troops !hall not march beyuml the line of thofe 
Territories which Sujah Oowh. poAi::lfed in confequence of the Treaty of 1765, an~ the 
Provinces of Cbph and Allahabad, which were ceded [ 0 him by thc.Treaty of Senares; and 
that they Jhall be at all times fubjeCt: to your recall, in cafe they 11\;1.11 l>c ¥lanted for our 
own im.nlfiliate ferv~ce . Upon thefe: principles we: dirc8:you to contludF a Treaty witll 
5l1j:lh Dowla's Succdfor, and to amlre him that t ile rna{\: .. ffetl:ual affitlance !hall IJe 
afforded him b, us. in cafe his Country {hall at any time be invaded, 

~g. W e find ti\!: Brigade lately employed with Sujah Dowla conrl{\:cd ofnvo 131mlions 
Of Europeans, fix Battalions of Sepoy,_ and o'1e Company of Artillery;, and this 'objet\: 
appear. to us ofro great imeortancc: in every point of view, rhat we think a complete 
BrJgade 01()u\d be ftationt'd 111 future with the Nabob of Oude, and paid by him, as befClre 
din:tl:ed. • '.. 

2.0. And IS a good Body of Horfe would not only be of great ure in time of IEHon, but 
alfoof fingular fc:rvi ce in preventing the incurfions of Indian Enemics, who frequently 
ravage the Country with Cavalry and retire before Infantry can come: up. with rhem, we 
fhouJd deem it an dfenrial fervice rendered the Company, if you could prevail on the 
Nabob of Oude to keep up a Body of I-Jorfe, to be difclplined and officertd by Europeans, 
and under our command. 

21. In negotiating a defenrive Alliance of this nlUlre and exteoe, no pains mult be (pared 
to convince the Nabob, that our vje:ws terminate foldy in the prefrlvltion of his Country. 
and thauhe Troops fo to be kept for his defence will not occafion a great additional 
charse t9 him, bccaufe his own Forces may be diminilhed in proporticn to the ftn:ngth 
acqUIred by OUf amRance. • 

• 22. The fafefY of (0 large II. part or our Army requires the utmolt attention i you wilt 
therefore be particularly care(IlI that the refptetive Corps be fo ftationed as to admit of 
a tpeed) juncl:io.n in c;ues of emerge-ncy. 

23' Whatever number of Trocps may be Ihus entertained by tl¥: Subah of Oude, we 
mult again repeat that the whole expcnle mun be borne by him I but due care mutt be 
uktn that fuch expenlc be not increali:d by any unntceIT.!.ry charge whatevcr. 

24. AJ; the impotunt Fortrefs of Chunargur wu ceded to {he Com pliny by Sujah 
D owl.a, yOll arc by all means to kcep poo-cllian thcrcof. A prop!;r number of Europe. 
aru mult be Ituiom:u there, and the command of the CarriCon mult be entru!led to 
nOlle but able an<.l expcrienctd O~cers. 

• 
:2-50 We dirrtl: Ihat the Fort ofChllnargur be forthwith rcpaired in fuch mllnner 

as filSIl be necdr~ ry. 1t is neverthelcrs our Order, that the chuge of thofe Repairs be 
included in r h~ Sum alre:i1dy authorized to be expended on Public Works, and that 
the firiD-ert frugalilY be obJcrved in conduCt-ing fuch R epairs. • 

26. Aithol1gh the Office of Vizier of the Empire wu confirmed to Suj,h Dowla by 
our influenceJ we arc uncett.:tin how folT the paft cunduli and prefenl fituation of Shah. 
AUu~ may render _i t prudent for us now to interfere in t'le appointment of an Offi. 
cer of lucl\ nominal authority in his Serl'ice) but in cafe, from particular clrcumftanceJ, 
it !hall IIppear to you neceff.try to take a p;trt in t he recommendation of a Perlun to fill 
lhat Office, or. !lUt it mly contribute 10 the p referv:lt ion of Pca~e in the Country, we 
Gull approve of your adlng ac.cordingly. 

-. 
a7. The conduf'l of our Illte Council, in empowering the Prdident TO prepare [n~ 

ftrutlionl for Mr. MiddletOn/ as Agent at fhe COUrt of Sojah Uuwh, without order· 
Ing; them to he fubmiuC'd to the BoanJ for thdr infpetlion and appruh'tion, wilt very 
impropn; and it is our c:.:pref, Dlreebon. thn no fuch independent or ~pU3tc au. 
thomy Ix· e.ver dcleg,l.[cd to al)1 Gov~rnor or Me~,ucf of Coun~ll. or to any Other 
Ycrfcm wharloc:ver; but Ihlt .11 'ktftruBlou, to Pubhc Agents be laid before the Coun· 
c.iJ, and uiacd by a Mifjorily of the Members, before Ibey be catriecl into execution. 

S ( :18. As 

• 
• 
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• 

• 

• 
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.6, J..et .. r fro,!, the ~ourt of birtd';;:;;; the Oovcrnor-Omerol and Council, 

• 

, .. 
.d . As the Appoi ntment of Mr. Middleton wu m~ by our PreCident tnd Council;. 

hi" Correfpondcncc fhould have bet'n addrtff'ed to them, or fpecdily a~ Ilnrcrl:J\.~dly 
laid before' them by, [he Prefident. ;and wccanoot avoid exprcffing our difapprobatibn 
that any put thereot has been with·held from the ptrufal of our Supreme Council. 

29- .obferving that ExtralU of Letters have betn laid bdore the Bo~rd. we dircfl~ 
that whenever the GQvt'rnor.Grllct:l'l. Commander in Chief, 0, II."Y 0[ our Council. 
1h1l1l introduet to the Soard any Letters or Correfpondencc wrote /.0 them, or to or 
by Iny of them. Of oy allV Perfon wh:nevcr, by their or any of th~ir direflipns or 
privity. relaring to the Affairs of tbe ompany, the whtHe of INch LtUm allD C~rrt[· 
p~ndt,,(t Ihall be produotd to and laid before tilt Itoard. 0 

o 

30. 9n:compuing the Statement of Cafh in the Provincial and Khalfa T reafutie •• 
trlnfmitte:d by the Governor-General. with Ullt cortedcd by the M ajority. we apprehend 

• the: apparent difference: atife. from the different modes of j ling thofe Accouol$. We 
t hink the Governor's Statement could not be aeeuut!:, IS the periods for which it W:l.$' taken 
wt. re diltanr, ang"Conliderablc remiuanet.s had been made bt.tween thofe perilXls from fub-' 
ordinate Tre3fuTici to the Khalfa. and confequently fome of thofe remitu.nces might be 
twice reckoned in the Account; on t he other hand, it does not appear rn3t Iny ultimate is 
made of the amount of nearly one month's coUeCtion the n in receipt at the (ever,,1 fubor­
dinate Teeafuries. 

o 

o 

31, In order, therefoft. to obtain from time 10 time :1 more penea Cafh A,ccount, we 
direCt. thac our fubordin:ue Reven ue Councils tranCmit Carb Accounn every month, datcd 
the fame day of the month, and thn t hey fptclfy the dale and amount of their laO: remit­
t:mce to the lCbalfs. ihat you may be certainly informed whether ruch remftu ncq be. re­
ceived at the Prcfidenc',pr not; you Ire then to fine thc 8~lance of the R:halfa TraJurr 
for the f3me day ~s the ACCOUnts of the fubordinate Trcllfuries afe made l1p [0. arM to 
mnfmit fuc h Accounts, properly adjufted, to us by every ':'hip for oor information. 

o • 

3:1, As you have acquainted us that we may expca: the Ger,elo'l l Books of Ihe Settle­
ment and further Advices by the Anfon, we !hall upon the arrival' of that Ship take into 
confideration the fubjet't of our Revenues and Refources in Bt:ngal. and cotnmuninte II) 

you our Order, thereon fo foon as convenient. " 

1'8, The proprietytOf paying off fa foon as may be the Principal of our Bond Debt, 
as well as of reducing the Intereft p3yable thereon, appCJ.rs Co evident to us. that we 
cannot omit the prefent opportunity of d inilinIJ. in addition to our Orders and In­
Ilrut'tions given in March lafr. that you eoof13nlly apply, from time to time, all Sur_ 
plus Motlies not wanted for the Exigencies of Governmenr. or far the Provili :>n of 
our Iu{c{lment. or for Aids to our other Prefidcneies. or China, towards the dif­
charge of fuch Pliocipa! Money ai m~y be owing by the Compan ~ on Bond. or on 
lntl.'n: fr Notet in Bengal , until the whole Ihall be paid, exctpt fo much ;15 is tlr­
dered to be difcharg~d b'l Bim of Exchange, and as hath bttn directed to be appr.>­
priared to the payment 0 Penfionl to our Military in England, and al(o ruch fmaU 
Sums as m,y be. the property of Widows or Orphans, who fublift upon t~e Irm:rdt paid 
them by the CCt~lpany;, but evc:n with [hele excelx iolls,.e think it improper. thllt Oll r 
whole P~bt at Intcreft Itt Bengal {hould exceed the amount of twenty La.:ks of Cur­
rl.'nt R upees, 

39, We h;ve notictd t~e condu.!1- of OUt Board of TllIde rtfpetliog the Duty of Two 
and an HVf per Cent: !evl .. d upon our Invdl:men t. and the Com~rcil11 Profits arilin~ 
from 5111r a~d, Ophium ; and having ul.ken into coniidernion their Opinion, and aiR! the 
J(,plrate Opinion! o~ our Governor, ~enera l and Council on the fubjeCl, we are con­
vinced ,of the propriet y ~f the, ~PJOI01l: of the Doard of Trade, :and of rill.' necdlily of 
preventing our Commc:ret~l , Pmilc:gC:1 In Bengal from heing infringed by maklOg im­
proper or III nneceJTary adullInns to the apparent amount of our Revenue1. 

40, The letting of Sale L"nd,. as pal'! of the annual Rent is fometime5 paid in 
Salt. the ~ h:l\lary T ax, :lnd the Duty paid on S,Ilt ae l IJ.e CuftOnt H oufe, are no 
doubt ArticleS of Reven ut', an,d as fu t h propl.'r . oryjech of your Department ; bile 
~e cannot allow tim:, Pro6ts :nru"g: ftom $tles Itt A~ion ('ome under th1t uc:li:rip­
lion, We Lhc:ref.,rc: d~n:fr, th:u you ddi\'C' r"over to ofS'ur 8&:trd of Tr .. de. fo fOQn u 
may~, all Salt recel\'cd, or,wh,c!t ma~,hc:~aite,. be r ceiv.~1 by you, e,tner i~ ply ­
ment ofRc:nu, or as ,lhc Surplu~ ,of Ihe U,f!:nlh, at Pnm: c on, nt"cdrary Chargc3 tnclud-

• ed; and tlL:1t our raid Board of I rldc: It'll lhe fame .t l'ubUI; AuCtion, and apply Ihe 
pludu(C: 

o 

• 



!)"ed the t;th Or Oecember, r 77 5. 
) 

• 
ptr.doce towards di~ flfovifion of our I., .. eflmt=nt. in like m.lnner as we Illlve dlreCled 
rh(Om 'to apply the produce of our Confignmenu from hen~e . in the 17th Article of 
our Orders and Infttudion!, dated t,he 29th of March, 1 77~' ~ 

41. As the Revenue Council at Patna are or opinion, that th! O phium Buuncrs 
may be more f onveniently co,nduEl:ed by their Hoard than by our coml1lt'rci~ l, Ser~ 
vants, on that confiderit lOn only We dired , tbat the provinon thereof be continued 
undcr your managtment, but that you tonngn tlll: fame, wht'rl proyided, to our 
Board o{ Tti1de 1't Prime edit, who art to difpofe thereof at PublIc Autlion, nod td 
apply the Proq,uce towards the provinon of our lnveftment. 

4". Wed if'pprove the levying of Two and an Half per tent. upon our Invenmenc. 
as it occ~lioru 3. 6!titious ~ncreare of our Cu(\omr at Hengal. lind a fallll.c10US -Account 
of t,he Prime Colt of oar Imports from thence, On this fu bjtlt wei' direa thllt. the 
Officers of Uevenue con[in~ to l1Tue Rowannahs as ofual, in order [0 pre: !J~nt impo~ 
Citions by ind ividuals! Ilnd that rhe fame be: ,regi!1:erC'd for your inform;uion ; Ilild alf"~ 
t?tat __ all Rowannahs lI'fued on our account be regularly compared with "the. Amount of 
Goods pa/fed Duty __ free, under the Denominalion of the Complny 's Invel1:menr; bu t 
you are by no means to receive any Su ms of Money' from our Boara of TrJde as tin 
Impoft or Duty levied on Goods which compore our Inv.eltmerlt. 

, 
, 43· As the curl.om of receiving complimentary Naiirs , or p~rcnl'. is /lot only liable' 

to abufC', but alfo COntrary to the late ACt: of Par'!iJllnent for rtt:;u lating India AifJir! . we 
much approve the detennination of the Majority [0 rt:fule alT fu ch p:rdenu, and direCt, 
that ftrifr oOtdience be paid [0 the faid Alt, not only by :lit the Membeu or our Council. 
but by e.very perfon in our Service, and by all llritill\ Sllhjelt.s reliqing in l nditl under 
OUT protell:ion. • ' 

#. The attentiOn {hewn by our late P reltdent :lnd Counci l 10 hered itary Zemindllfs. 
and the care taken to exclude Ban yani and dther Servant's of Rc:\'tnut: Offitt rs frol11 fatm ~ 
ing of Lands, in the gellleral Syltem formed for thllt purpoc.·, gJV~ us the greatdt fati s ~ 
(alHon; and it is therefOre with gI:tat furprize WI! read on YOll r Mlnutt:~ of C~unci l , tha~ 
Banyans (Jf Calcutta, or perfons proteaed by them, occupy the place ot Zemmd:ft5, and 
farm the. Revenues i and that to fu ch caufes the large UJIMCeS in arrear .mlly truly be 
imputed. 

• • 
45. This fllbjeEt: appears to us of fo great i mp6tto;nc~. thn we direa: you forthwitlt to 

inveJtigare it fully.; and if y OIl (hall finalo fJ1ler Regtihtions indfcfru al for preventing the 
tvils enumerated on you r Pmceccl ing3, you 3re fOTlhwhh to apply fuch remedies ::r.s the 
nature of the cafe {hall require, foreradic.1ting all improp::r influence In obt:unil!g Farms 
by perf on! prohibited by the (aid ReguJations. 

<4-11. In regard to Penlions being allowed to fuch Z emimlars as have really compou nded 
withGovcrnment for the profies ortheirZemindarits, It li.-cnlS to us but~\ln tha t tbey nluuld 
~reive their annual Allowance . and as to the d fc:et: which fuch conventions mly have 
\l pon the Ccuntr~, we apprehend they mull: be falmary, becaufc extortions, fm uds, and 
embezzlement! ofZemindarry Dlt.1ns and Colleltors:lrt thereby lOU."y preventC'd. Dut if 
you {hall find that colJufive bargaIns' have been made, and thal Stipends are alio\ved to 
Zcmindau without an equitabl~ confideradon received by us for flJth Stipend!. we direCt: , 
that you. regulate the (;une in fuch manner. as /hall prevent furt h':r impotiliol'j upon t he 
Com!»ny on this account . 

• 
47, Your Proceedings relative to the Ranny of Burdwan and Mr. J ohn Graham, to the 

Salt--Makersand the Contraltors, and lO the Writ of H abeas Corpus :lfued a~a.inft one ot' 
the Company's Parmers at Oacca, have ~n du~. aUt.oded [ 0> but as the ~a(trjah before 
us are incomplete, we can ,at prefenl give no lretbpns on th~fc. P roc;ed :ngs. We 111:1.11 
cOlIea the prlOciFal fatb as they appear to U5, and u.ko the opinIon ot Coun~l. there91'l, 
which will be tr;1nfmitttd 10 you by another but carly cooveyance for your tnformatron 
and flllure guidance. • 

48. By this conveyance we'tran~rou Copy of .. \({vices received from OUt Slrvanrs at: 
Bombay, relarive to the Capture Sa \(( and Carinj.l, al~d to tbe fub leq uc:nt Ceffio~ ot 
thore places to lhe Company by Ra ah, th<:"Mar:ma ChlCf; al}d although. the mJterl :lI~ 
~IUI'e us do f10t enable us to g ive you partic.ular I n{huaio~, on e.vay p Oint rc:1advt;. to 
,hok imponant events, we however approve, unrler every 'Jrcl,lmf\aOt..e, or the keepltlt; . ~ 

• 

• 

• 
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J64 Letter trom the ourt Df Direflors to the GoVernor-Gill 

• 

, 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

, 

rial! Tcrritofies and PU&Oion& ceded to the Company by the Trw:J concluded witb 
Ra~ball, lind dir(ctJ that you forthwith adopt Ii.lcb meilIUre! as may be ncc;dlAry for 
thm prefervationand dC'fcnc(. ' 

• 
49. loW-attending II) lois objell:. you will not fail to ('ommunicate our fentiments to tile 

Commander of HIS Majdty's Squ"r.Iron. or to n-qudt IUch countenance and rupport from 
the Krng'$ Ships, as !hall from time to time be n(ceflary for tbe I~curity of .ut Poircfiions,1 
lU"Id for the advantage of our Affairs on that fide of India. ( • • 

52; Vie fce no mAterial inconvenience thH can 3ltC:nd the meafuremeAt o( the Dacc;! 
Land .. and therefore direB:that it be rtrumcd and faithfully accomplilhed .. if it 01211 not 
have been done before the rcCC'ipt of tWe our Orders • 

• 
53. We nnd on your Eftimate of extra Receipt. 2nd D ifburfemenu one Article, whicR 

ftau:s upwlrd.o( Ninetttn Lac"s of Rupee" as IPvroprimd towards difcharging old Salt 
Balances; this requires the ftriadl: inve:fiigation, ~e ob-fene feveral claims originally 
tnaue by N:ltiv,s in their own names are- DOW renewed in the names of Euroyeans, 
which we: dce!tl very irl'C'goiar. 

54, OUf Committee of Revenue in 117 1 \",'ert of opinion, that Government hId 
connived at the frauds of t111~ir own Officers, who mi~ht poffibly have received gl'C'ater 
o.dvi1ncc ~ of monq from Salt Merchants than the prOduce of the Diftriets could bear; 
t hat if the whole of thofe advances had not been brought to account, the 8Ollance: Ihen 
ebimed mufl: be a clear Jors to t~ Rcyenue; and in cafe they . have been accounted 
(or, it fttms evident that there h:u been an anticipation of the Revenues to the amount 
fpt'Cified. 

• • 
55. It i, therefore dUT Order, thlt you pay no part of the faid fom of nineteen 

Lacks of Rupees for Salt Balances, until you Ihull be.fuU)' convinced that the CJaimanu 
have an undoubted right to rrceive the fa~ from the Company. 

. . 
56. We direa rh:1t you pay to the late Chiefs of Reven~Ooun~jJ s. or their Attorneys or 

Reprefen tatives. the Sums whkh would have been due to them rrfpetli\'eJy, if their annual 
Anowlnce liad been to the fame amount only which yoo have granted [0 the pr~fent 
Chiefs of thofe Departments. • 

57, As the Bant in Bengal doc$ not appear to have anfweted the purpofes for 
whIch it ~~~ e.!labUlhed, nor the Plan to have ~en freed from thofe objeftiont we 
made to It 10 our Letters of March 13ft. we fully approve: the abolition thereof. 

58. In the '5th Arr'icleofour General InftruaioflS. dated the: 29th DfMarch, ' 77+. we 
ditttl-ed you to continue ruch of our Sr:rVants in the CollrC'tion ilnd l'yfanagement of 
the Re\"cnuts, as were or had been cmeloyed with reputation in Ihllt Department I and 
nt/irous II \j,'~ are of giving <lhal fllnchon to your Appointments which in genera' we 
4tem netetrar)" in order to amid Ihe appearance of a divided llUlhority, and to pre. 
vent OUt ServaOls in the Revenue Th:pOlrtment from enternining expt'.1,1tioflS ('If pre­
fl:rmen r, by Iny othrr me;!.ns than a dihgent and faithful difcharge of lae DOlies IIm,gn_ 
rd them by you, it is with reluaance we declare, t hal we cannot confiftentlv ap­
prove: fJf all your ApP9intmenu; b'ut having, on a former otcalion, O;JC of reg:rd to 
the Pubhck ~rvice, InJ to the Conduct and Abili ties Qf Mr, Purling, piorticularly re­
commcndd! Jllm to our Prefidcnt and Council in Ben"11, lind Mr. Blithoc having alfo 
had the re,commendOltion of the COllrt of, ~iretlor~, :nd :as you .. have not rtaced any 
Icafons to Induce us to al~r that good oplOlon .. hlch we. have Imherto cnte:ruined of 
them" we ~re Oll :a lofs [0 accou,nt for your in,mention (0 Ollr reco mmendacions. bow • 
,"ver we w,1I nOt finlly delcrmlOe on thIS maner until a future convetanc~. 

.60., Ha~i.ngth05} given you owr.renlimenu ;End direllions on fubjech ofimportucc 
COrltllm'! In ,I he ! ape!'s of ynur Secret Dcpartmt:nt. we referw: our anfwer to your 
General Advlce~ for, another Lwtr. and,lO this plfcc only add. thlt we hope a 
fenfe of do~y wlll , lmmoHe )'ou, t? an e:<t:rllon of YOLir utmofl: abilities in the cotl4h.tl 
of our aIlillts. w,[h that cordl.llllY 3.nJ h:tuuJny ~ c(kati :lI to the intttelt of Ih. 
Compal'lY· • ) 

London, the '5th 
l)tccm~r'. 1775' 

• 
• 
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Advioes imd Proceedings received by the Arifon. .65 . , 
• 

• 
Declaration of the Governor-General, rela,tive to 

iignin~ Letters in the Secret Department. • 
• 

• 
• 

ExtraCt of Secret 
• COnful tations, Fort· William, 

March, ~ 77 5· • 
of 

• . 
• 

T HE Governor-General, in figning the General Letters in this Oc:partment, th inks 
it nccdTary ro decillfc. that he does not mean thereby to acknowledge :lny Pro­

ceedings as- legal which were carried on by General Clavering, Mr. Monlon, and Mr. 
Francis, and recorded as Minutt's of Council in Ihe, abfence of the Governor- • 
Gtn~ral. and aittr he had dilfolved the Council. H is Signature to tf)l;!fe L ettert is 
only mtillnt. in obedience to the Orders of the Court of Dirttl"ors. for the authentication 
of the (atls narrated in thein, without conveying any alftnt to the opinion which 
dictated them, or approbation of the Meafurcs tfiem(c1ves. 

(Signed) • • • 

• WARREN B ASTINGS • 

• 

• 
ExtraCt of a Letter from the Governor-General and 

• 

Council, in their Publick 
Court of DireCtors, dated 

received in London 

D epartment, to the 
the 24th of March, 
the Ill: of January, 

to. WE hop:d to have informed you by thit Ship of the line havi ng betn 
drawn between the J urifditlion of the Supreme Court of J udiqture and that !)~p~me t 

of t he Co~ntry CourtS, and to have giyen you our opinions of h'l prob:tblc: elTech, but ~!r Ju. 
this ftill remaIns u ecic\ed. We untlerlhnd. howeVl:r. that the Supreme Court h3ve . 
declared JKremptoniy agamft: any other Criminal J urifiliCt:ion exining in C~ lcutta tnan • 
that dbblilhec by the Ch~r[er; but whether their Civil J uri fditlio n is to exit\: exdu livdy 
in the f:tmc limits, or wlletht'r it i. to estend to the Oewan" Officers, anJ Dependants 
of the Dewanny throughuut thC' P rovinces, rem.tins yC't for deci fi on. We apprehend. i f 
it i. determined for the exten60n. that the conrequences may prove hUT!{u~ to ,hc<:Ol .. 
tellion.; and even if dll.~Jurirdia:ion is confined to Calcutta, that grt-at emb.urafTment 
wi1l accrue thereby to the n.nagcment of the Re .. enue., as this Ciry. being the Selt . 
of Government and C('nler of the C. lkCl:ions, become. occ:alionaJly the refon of eVl:!ry 
man of rank. and fublbnd in the' Country. There conlid~ra[ions we rubmit td you in the: 
mel n timr, and will take care to "advi(e you of the ultimate decifion of the COUrt on 
w fe points a$ (o::on ilS it is r.!cclard. 

T , 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

1~6 

1Ihbtlb of 
O~de. 

• 

l' Ap~ndilt, 
No. +~. A. 

( 

Refolutiohs refpeCll,ng a T 'eAty with the Nabob of Oqdo. 
, 

, 
, 

Extrac9: of a Letter from the Governor-General and 
Council a~ F ort-vViHiam; in their s"ecret' Depart­
ment, to th~ Court of Direc9:ors, dated t;l1e 24th 
of !'1arch, 177'5; .received in London the Ifl: of 
J anuary, 1776, 

• 
• • • • 

H ONOllAlIt.! SIR ~ 

r. WE had w honor to addreC, you in. (tuplicacc from dus Dtpuunent by the BUle 
and Pacifick, under date 1+th of laft Month . 

2.. Soon aflcr the dep:mure of thdc Shipst we refumed the conlideration of .,.~e 
conciitiollJ on which it wow.ld be u~dien[ La renew our T(atin witlt the. NabQ.b of 
Oude./hould he: rt'quirc it. ' 

3. The fubject w~ ·l!.~itau:d m Council with every degree of attention and cir­
cuml'bntial difcuffion whIch it's confcq\1ences demanded . Tne opinions and argum('nts 
of the different Members are fully recorded in the Procetdings.t to whicb we beg leave to 
refer. The ReColution. of the Board upon t1'lem w~r~ in fuhlh.nce as follows : . 

111:. That we {hould agree to guaranty to the Nabob the potreffioo of his an­
cient Dominion of Oode without any limitation, and of thof~ of Corah and Al1ah~ 
b ad condi tionally, 'till yOOT determination on the Treaty of Benarrs be known • 

• 
201y. That we tholid not take upon us the defence of the Conquefu ofthe late Vizier 

in' the Doaub. or in any Ibape interfere in it's affairs. 

3dly. That the Company having fulfilled their C:ng:a~menls with refpec9: to the 
Rohilla Expn!uion. we fhould not guaranty the poffeilion of that Country to him. 

4thly. That it /bould be an Article in any new Trtaty with him, that tbe Hajah of 
Gauze-pore fhOllld be rendered totally indepelldcnt. ;lIld be left to exercife a free authQ­
rity in his own Dominions, fubjta only to the payment of his Tribute. 

Sthly. That ill return for the guarantee llnd proteftion which we thus agr~~~ to atorl:! 
the Nabob, we fbould demand from him the Cemon. in fi\vour of the CofiJptllYI of thl: 
'Iribute now paid to hiw by the laid Rajah of Gauzeporr • 

• 
6thly. That it {hould be RipulatC'd in the new Treatv, thu in caCe of our Troops 

marching to the llUifiance of the Nabob. he £book! pay a Monthly Subfwy cqutl II) 

:he real expenf~ . 0 
• 

•. Thefe Refolutions were communicated to the Re!id~nt at the Nabob', Court, and 
he was inRrull.rd (0 re&ard them as the ground-work of any Trrllty wpieh iha11 b¢ 
nrgo(ia,ed ~twrcm the Nabob and this Government) but that" he fhould liftcn co til) 

Properals, \VI",l all the,c1aims in viruk."' of hi a bte Father's EI1i~e/Ut"nu wi~b the Com. P"l Jban hue b«n adj.ufred, and payment mWe or "curity givell lor the rUQlI wbie" 
tcal app~ar du~. • 

5 . We n!l"o infirufled Mr. BriRow~ in tre;uini with 1M Nabob on lhe diictrnt 
articles above fptcifted. to dure him ct \lUI' fin.cere.nd ftead, attachment 10 bim,. 
and in a r('fpc:cUul :and :amic.ble m:lnncr '0 expore to him ~ur «.110M for tbe limit&tiooa 
we Pl"OEOfed in the Treaty. and for rxpC'c\ ing the rquivalcnt we demand. We rVen 

... pvc 

• 



• • 
aombay ~vi,(e their Attack. of Salfet. &C.- NUlo:DCOMAR. 

,ne h'm Iilxrty, in cafe he (ht)ukllind lite Nabob difpofed to comply" ilh the Ceffi()J\ 
of the Tribute of Gau~l:pore, whi~h. we look upon ~s :In wemi&1 anic~e for the 
Company's Intereft. to yield fomttbiJlg in the article of the Subfidy for the 'Froops. 
lind to intimate, as from himfdf, that We may content ourfdve:s with the prtfent 
Stipulation, or .fome other fum /hart of the real expcn(e. • 

• • 
6. But if the N:loob Ihould pofitivcJy rcfufe to treat on the term! :lbove-mentioned. 

we then direCl:cd ~r. 6ri€tow to fufpcnd all funher negotiations with him, informing 
him at the fame time. tllat it is our determination in this cafe to ~iwdraw our Troops 
from his Country, and to "otify to us his precifeAnfwer. 

• • • 
7. The lalt LetttTs f taro Mr. Briltow adv\fe us of his o.rrival at Fyz-ablC.' , and of 

his being ready to fet om to jo.in the Nabob, ,yho, we IC;lrn by Lttters from Colonel 
Galliez. WIlS arrived at Mindy-Gaut., where our BriS.tde was encamped. 

. . ' . 
~JI. Colonel Gapiez, who was with t.ile N~bob at Mindy·Gaut, wri • us, that he 

had received three Lacks of Rupee, in money, befides :I Tunkl.w on Cheyt Sing 
for fix more; ;lnd thal he exptfted to receive other fiX" Laeks in a few days, which 
would. comp1c:te the paymrot of the for!), L:acks for ou,r affiftance in the RohiUa 
War. 

• 

• 
I I. Sinct our laft we have r(ceivcd :I, Letter from the Pl'tlidency of Bombny, explaining Bombay: 

their motivcst for the fouack ofSalfet and B:l.frcen. anu alfo :l.dvifir;lg us of their difEhen: tAppelldLt; 
• nrSOl i:1tions with the Marana Chiefs, of whic~ . they inform us, they h3VC given you due No. s+ 

iMormadon. • 
• • 

11. The tardinefs of .their Advice'\. almC!ft precluded us enti~ty from giving any di­
rtClions for their condu.3 in the operatia", confequcnt on fhefe !fIcafure" and we h:ave 
of couree fufpendcd our judgment upon t~m, but have alfured them, tn:!t we wiU af. 
ford them fueh fuppon:lS may be n('cefi'ary for preventing :11;11 injury to the Company', 
Affairs. We have pofitivcly difapproved of their treating with n:agob~h, :md have di. 
reCted them to fufpend all further negotiations with him. 

'3. Late aCCOllnu from the CC:I,{t of Mdabar mention, tha~ an Engagement 'had hap'. 
pened betwttn the Marnm. flett and the Revenge .and Bombay Oubs from ~ombay 
otT Cape: Dobbs, near Tdlicbc:rry, in which the Admiral's Ship of the Enemy" Fleet 
bkw lip and Wai emirely rleftroyc,d. 

'4. The Prdidency of Fort St. George have detached one Battalion of Seapoys to the Fon St .. 
Jffifiance of that of Bomb;lY by the way of Anjengo. and /1 il)'e al(o embarked twO CItOfIe. 
Companies of Europeans from Madra(s on the fame Stn'ice. We have approved oft~lr 
conutJa: in. the prcfenc inftJnce, but (tria-Iy enjoined th m for the future t.O fend np 
Troops out of their Provinces. unlef, for the immediate: fecuriJ:y' of th;ir own Settlement, 
wjthout our fpccialleave • 

• 
t 5. We find the Pre6dency of &mbay have alfo applied to Sir Edward Hughes for the SirEc!wri 

affilt:.nce of his Squad ron 0 he has ordered the Sc:a-Horfe and Swallow for that S:rvice. lillillu . 
but he t boUf~ht it necelfary, that he thould be made acquainted with the grounds and rea-
fon, for thcolr nrpture with the Marattas at this time. and we ~cordlngly t ranrmitttd 
him Copies of':lil the .informuions we had received on that he:ad • 

• 
16. On the' 11th inA:ant :l Letter± wu delivered in to the Board from Maha Rajah tApp!'ndi!, 

NUNDCOMAII, S Y'~ercjn he charges the Governor-General with fun.ry malverfalions in No. S'). 

the courlC: of his adminiA:ration as1-'rdident of the bte Government, and wilh having re-
c~ivtd feveral fums of money from Munny Begum and from himfdf for iavoun bt· • 
'Ilowed on them through his influence. A Copy of thja Charge was ordered co· be deli-
Vl'r«! to t he Governor.Generai i~iately. 

J7. A 

! t&t3& of Lute ... uJ Pto«eliings rdaQ~lO the Cba..au ofMahah R.jah N\lJlllcow ..... ate I.!lnexti 
to die AJlfoQ', Pjrf'llCbu. . . . 

• • 

j 

• 

• 

• 



• 

'r,..Ji .. ~' ! ~J;7'l!~~~~i;!~!i:~1\1i!!!i:!!!! ___ "', H' A. I, 

• 

• 

A Vo~wu 

I S. A, we hlQk ~pon thil90i'1t to be clme rQcIt fqiou and im;onant confiqllt(lte, 
we inl'rc }'DUr mo[l:- erlcDlive ptrural Of the ~ "POD .it;! and that ,YOU W4uJd. t... 
VOLlr III wab yout dr,rBon (pddtly as puHiMe c.J tiv: , fUbjea. Wh~ 0!-lT-opmrons 
ara 1'0 ."ide, and ,he Coo~1 10 one.tty divaderl u to aambcr, 1't' think it ni::cdl1wy 
10 adherc·1l.ri6t1y to thdlnt ~ lti ' do .... n at firttfor our Genml IAtcrs, to mcml~n the 
ftlb limply. referring- you altostthtr t~he Confukadonli tot the .tSt1mentl on o.ch &le. , , 

",( ... lI1M_ 0( . 19. For the Oll'>rt' cenainty of conv<'ying.co )'01.1 the intrlligt'n~ or tnil tran.aaion. ,we 
."'= Cou~nl h:lYe, rdolv«\ (~dirpatch a Lentr t txpn:1s over-bnd on dlat hlc;cCl only. and rcqudbng­
tT'" <.in. your-d«llio, upon' 
9'C' ... ",-u,. . 
,.,." 

• 

C.r\tooD.· 

"'~ 

~o; On'1be (;overnor*G'Cnend's 'Wifhdrawing, Rajth N'Ulti-DCOWil.P: was caned in ,before 
the rl1rec Icm.aill·ng M~m~rs rhen conftiruting a Hosrd, and examhKd. on t¥: (ubjtCt of 
II i! L.e.tt r [~e gwc a poGtivc declaration as to the (urns which he bad himfel{ paid to the 
G ovttrfOr-G't"neral, an.d Sav!! in .ne names of rtvwll ptrfons who he (aid were privy to 
the rr:.llfii$o fli . ' }-ft" :Ufo. delivttro in a utter add~ed fO him under alII: s.tal of' Munny 
Be-gmn,. ~rrmng the; eittumll:ance of the Governor"s ha ... ing received two' Ladti 01 n.u~ r'cs tram her. It W3j lho~Ight nccdT~ co ::unhcntic.atc the Seal and.J...etter. by 'eompar:~ 
I(!g them Wll~ others from the f,lme perron in pnfcnce of the ~~rfian l'ranOator and 
hts Moonlh«, who declared the Scallo be thatofMunny Bl"gum, On tbis t ... idcflce:lh;: 
&m~1 allrti on the Go ... ernor to n;(UIIU the S~II19 be had fo acquired, and pay t m i~to 
the Comp3nY'!J Calh i the &cretary was accordingly order.cd to w.it upon hLm .,mh 
tlkit demrtmli to"which the Governor, dediningto :w:k.nowkdge eke authority oftht TIoard 
lhen. fitting, I't"fukd to give an anfwer • 

u. It ).6t to meJltion, th,at the Board had-before fcnt the See~tary to .,.,ai, on tbe 
Govttnol'.Ccneralwil.h thill' moR: I'tfptetfu.l eomphmcnt~t to ~quahlt h\.Q'j tb;lt Nv,"V\;o. 
MAR had .... ithdrad. and to ~uefI: that he vf()u\d J'tlur.u and rt-fume the eh!", bot (0 
lhi5lhe Governot.Geneulreplicxl., that h(l\' jllgji{l"olvcc\ the (ouncil, ht could not :tcknow· 
ledge the- Gcntkmcin then 6tting in that capaCIty, and thnt it ~ tOO latt to fummolOI 1 new 
CounC'.J lor Jh.at night. 

2 t . Th~ BoarJ had alIo thought it necdf:ary to require the attcnd.:lntc of CSlntoo BlIbpo, 
the GO~'~fI'\Pr" 8Jnyan, who., as NUWOCOMAR on his cxamina~iou informed the Board, had SIp. 
plied to h lln in tht' nllme-ofthe.lkgu.m, for the Original, or a Copy of'he~ Letter, in ord~ to 
lI;ct"'rt..,in lhllt fa&; butCantooBl1boo !"Cfufed roobey tht futnmpns,dlc:d:;: ing that thtGo ... ernor 
detained him. and that he would attend wben the Council fhoold be complete. 
The Govern{l, Oenera) has fincc: u'owt'd his orde.;s to Cantoo Babou.noc to obey me 
(\lmmOClSj :lnd Cantoo B:aboo, who has fioce appca~ btWtc: thelloard, hu bren deemed 
~\lilty of: ~rtat indignity to their 3uthority; and it i. yet in ~Jdib:ratiOll what pulUJluucnt 
Ih:!.lllx infliltt:d. on him fo)r the comempt, ' . , 

23. \" e have fcnt a Copy of "he whole e.idence delivemUn .b~ N~nCOM4a. to Qur 
Altorney ;It t .3t1.', tn.lt hemay take tbe advice: of Coua(d, in ",hatlDafu\er it wjU be moft 
proper to proettd, tor the ftcOYerJ' of the fums rpecdkd from the Govermr-GC4Cf:u. for 
fbe Cum~y'!' Ufe •• , 



, 
• 

R3.IlIlY of Raje!ha.hy.--Re'port of lvfeffrs. Young and Anderrori ... 
• was fignified to Colol.l('\ L~fiie, :lond he was ordered to fend in to the Board the pIpers rt· 

qu ir('(f of him by the General. In t Iy. the Colonel ('xprdl'cd his fOrfoW at having g iven 
caufe (or the cenfure, fully expl:l.inc:d 10 the Board the n;Hurt of .his cl:r.im on Colonel 
Champion, and decb.red he w:u not poffo:1red of any vouchers in CuPPOtt of the demand 
he had made againll: Colonel Chalnpion.but that hC trufted (oldy to fuch proofs 2$ hc:'"lnight 
be able [ 0 eftabll lh Wott' a Coun of1.aw; 

We an:; 
• 

H onor.lble Sirs, 

Your moA: faithful 

h"umble Serv:tnts. • 

For.t-William, 
24th March. I77S: W ARR EN H ASTINGS, 

J. CLAVE RING. 
GEO. MONSON, 
I<I CHd. BAR WELL. 
1'. FRANCIS. 

• • • 

Extract of a Letter from the Governor-General and , . 
Council at Fort-William, in their Reve)1U1,: Depart­
ment, to the Court of Directors, dated the 25th of 
March, 1775; received in London, the Ill: of 

• J anuary, 1776. 

• 

• 

, . Rajah Ralflki!Ten. the ado!?led Son of rhe R:mny of Rajefh:.hy. having come down to 
C::ilCIlt!:I, to fu pporr ~he accuf~tions and complaints which !l.Ive been pre rented to us on the 
part of .he Ra nny, and the f:umcr having likewife abfented himfclf from his Difrrict 
wi th. a view ~f defendi~g; his ClUre, [he GO,vernor.-General . reprefent('~ 10 us the irrclJ:ularity 
and Improprtety of thIS nep, wIthout their haVing prevlou lly obr:uned the '\>ermltlion of 
the B:>ard . and \.;tid foro (IS two Letters t from the Chief of the Provinci:l.1 Council of J AppttldixJ 
Hevenut: :n Moorlhcdabad, pointing out the detriment rhat might arire to the Revenues No. f1' 
f rom their abfence ; we din·tied them therefore im mediatdy [0 re turn, leaving Vackeeb • 
10 make fu ch reprefe nrations 3' they miJ?ht willi to by lx:fore !.I i i . and in the interim we 
l::we rd<:rred tile petitions for invt'lt ig auon to the Provinci~l Council of MoorOIt'dJlbad 
ur.d co dll~ Superintendant of the Khal(a Records. • • • • 

s. The Rajah appfit'd to us" in anfwer to this Order. for leave to rem~ in :It the Preii· 
dcncy ; but a~ we ~Ild not approve of the unuf\J~ll1:yle of his Letter, we (nought it necdT.tTr 
to repc .. t ou r Order for his fl:lurn. . . 

I S' Accompan)"ing this Addrefs you will r.ec~ive 11 Copy of the Report of MelTn .Young 

• 

and I .. n:!cr(on.§ which we were prevented from cr3nlinitting to you with. (Jur lal1: Ltner. ~ , A?~ndiJ'. 
No. S8. 

• U u 16., We • 

• 

-

'. 

• 

• 



~-' --- --,--

• 
13ridjoo Kifhore,- Co\,crnor-General diffClives the Council. 

-
I "', We dt'emtd it ntcefTaT)' to caB thefe Gentlemen before liS" that we mig ht :lrt~r,tairi. 

tht ;:udu:nliClIJ' of ~\cir I'rocerdio~s. anu 10 pUt , thc.rn upon thelT oaths,' that ~e .nH~ht 
obtdi n inlurmllilln fr'm them on h:n'J'a! OIher POintS thlt occurred dllfUlg t heir ClfCUII; 
::Ind as the t"X ~minltion of the fen'ra! p~'rfons, whofe evidencc we thought It proper to fr~ 
c.:iH·, ~JS :l limy which woulll ; ~ke up fome time, and coull\ Ix: 3 5 arcura~ciy made by 
.. pan 0:- the t\Jcmbas, we Itlolved to appOInt a Committee for tltat pUT~Ic: . . . 

17. Groera! Cb\,tring nnd Mr. B:arwell accordingly undertOOk l l~ii tafk , and you wi!' 
rind l~eir frp;:rJtc l 'rofcculUgS annexed 10 the brok en Set whIch accW"pames thli 
L el:tf. 

IS, To; p:micu!ar circum(\anpe ;, Ih,:fe Proceedin~s we .brc; Ie-ave [0 call your IItten M 

• tion, rdn!'il+:; fr.\1 to t hem for :l lull rdaTlOn of [he faCts. l l.t: [we. Gent le-,m.en whu were 
l·mplo)'ed ell the IflH.:llig;.um d:d under(\:,wd , that the Co~traaor was \I' llIwg 10 f1l~ke 
tt:'1;111 a cOlilidcra l.lun Ic.r tl fJ.vnura blc repo.[ of the Comnllffiou cotru rled 10 them; anj_ 
you will obfrTve i n ,he lOU ric at theJe: enquiries the [enders that were :I ~luhlle!r made to 

111>:111 , J.nd the fp,'.:ific rums. 

'9, COI'i~sot thefe Procee-dinp ha','e bee-n !orwanled to the Attorney for,his guidancl: 
• in prolt'C\'tll'~ th ~ Suit {}f the M Ilungees aga lnft Ihe Contratl.ors; and a~ It appens, by 

I',e .'\~n'lInt !Jid IJcI~.rc us the IJ!h infbnt, in purfua ncc (.If the orders of [he Committee, 
th,lt 11 I"rg.: qU':InIH\' frm;lint't! un(old (.It what t he COOl taCt DIS reported to be depofited ill 
lhe \..l.,l.lhs. 'vc Il.lve g:ven direCtions for th t Salt to be tldlVCrtd inw the chlrge of the 
Agrnt or th:.- l"lenly,full r Pcrgunnah~, and for pllltln~ hlOi un the 1.lnlC tuo[ing as Ihl:r:~ 
IlllIlI,er UiH r,~h ; lile we h,lYe fUrlUOled him with luch addjt ion.! I nflruCtions, as we 
llOll bt no! \'.ill preve-nt tn! l ike compJainls f rom the Molungees in future, recoollne- ndin'" 
at [be famc wne 10 his particular care that [hey arc not oppreOcd, 0 

• t .>\rr':;1t, ,s. I-bving n,'ccived from Bridjoo Kilbore a P~!i t ioll,t pr~ying fo~ an cxamination to be 
No. ji. L: malle 1000 the charge! prefe:rrcc.1 :lgainft him b~' the: Rann)' r.f Bu!dw.:In, we tranimitted 
• il to hC"T, and reqUired thu {he Ibould make good her Ipe-cihck ch!lrg('s llg:inft him withb 

Dridjoo the: hmittni rime of thirty days, or we fbou!d proceed to his .llqUitUI, - \¥e: alfo informr<J 
};.i!ho,e hn, that uiliers {he lhould be able: to glye (oOle latisfatlory fl'a(ons (or ha\ling eXptl.'Oe:d 

her ;l.pprchcnriom of hi t own and her $on' 5 liIe, wc nlou'IJ th ink linle: credit wa. to be 
gi\'en to any othn part of her 1:'c:ll ion. 

, ~9. She ~ecordingly pre(entcd to us a Le[ter! accompanied, with (~lOdry !\c~ounts (pc. 
Clfy!llg l·m~)I'Z1k?lenIS, ll~d t!,\~t. (ums had unJu!l. ly bl'en pal~ aW;lY ~Y BridJOO KiChore 
10 rUlldry (Jt the Camplny 5 pnnCIIH I S~rvants and olhcr~ Iherelfl me:m:oned. Thefe P"~ 

t Arpc~iJl',pt' rs are c!uertd at large on our P rocetc.1iogs,t together With our fea!OnS for depuring Mr. 
No :'1)' D. EIl,or, the Supt'rlntc.'ndant of th t: KhaUa Records , to the Ranny ImmedlJtcl)" 10 a(cC'rt3ip 

.. lhe Originality of them. • 

30. I-l is repOrt is aJ(o entered , logether with our (eve-rOll opinions :lnd dcbates 01'1 thit 
~. Ap~ndiJ:,fubjcfr; and as our further refolutions are :tlfo recorded at Iame,A and tOD voJ . minou5 to be 
~o. 35· 1:. pa~[icul':l!j~e~ in thi 5 Addrd~, we muft refer you to [hem I obltrving onl}', Ih:a the Board 

being; of <,pinion. that tilt. n anny's r.equcll . 10 h .. ve • day fi xt.d for her(elf the R ajah anrl hcr 
Servants to recr'\lC' the Khebut,wlllch the BO:lrd undaJtood to be cuftomary, migh[ be com­
plied with; the Gove-rnor· General deeming It an indignity o/lc.rcd 10 him det::Jared he 
would not lummon a Coullci l for that purpore. . • 

• • 
,COft\ain~ 3" A dcbalc§ ,arifing u,pon this decia,ration,the. ~ovcrnor~General gave it 35 his opinion, 
N A~~u:,thBt he h~u the ju,e autharlty offummonmg and d lOolvmg the meetings of th; ouneil·_ 

0,;" . ~nd the Po1:lj,!riIY \\'(·I'e of a contrary opinion. • 
, . . . 

32, TI,e Board fe-rillv;n!!: to c:lil bC'fore .~ hem Bridjoo K ilhore and R oopnarai n Chowdrey, 
the Go\·r rnor·Gencral ,ltciJ.red that ,he cl ITolvcd the mcetinll of t he ~aal, and that hI: 
would no! :u:knllw/edge Ihe hoceC'dmgs of the Membcl'll in hi, ab(clIce to be leg31; but 

. the rel'llai?i;t: M.ember~ being of optnion, lha.t rhi s Dccl .. ration expttffed nothing but the 
1;ppeni!rx, finale Opall,>O ~f the Gov~rnor.General , cantlnu~ 10 li t, Md on hi! wi thdrawing.:t \loted 

'lS' B GemrJI Clal'ermg, the femor M c:m !>er ptc:fc:nr, into Ihe Chair, 

• 3 81. Cantoo 
• 

• 



I 
Governor-General's Servants refu te to attend the Majority at a Board. 

33, Canroo Ihbno and Kiff~ Churn Chaucfjca, the head S('r~anH of the C overnor.Gent'­
tal, h ~l'ing rdurcd to pay ubediena: to the Summon~ Irnt them for ~ tt'n \hnct' . the Mt'm­
b('rs thto prrrent have confidcrcd it' us a grcat inchgnitv. t hJt the fcmmr, will) ""a~:I conli. 
de-rable Farmer, (h ,)U ld prefumc to rt'fufc cumpJ~jn3 ... ilb an Ordror Ii>r his :&ttrndancC'. IIIHI 

dircded an Accuun t of the FJrms fvrmt'dy ~!.!\d.n prcfcnt held by him to ue l:1.i J bdlJlC 
the Board. • 

34. \VI! have ordC'rtd complete Copies of the info,mati')n which 'was received from the 
perron! we examined to be rent to the Con\p:IO~'~ /\UOrllt''j , th~ t he may take dte Opl­
fIlon of Couft !eI in what mnnner to proceed in reLovering the mont:y lil.lt mJY Ix: due 
to the Compan)'. • 

• 

35. T he Boo.rd being aIT'embled :1.S lIfual on the 17th in ftanr,t and h:\ving: rt'folvtd to t ArptnJiA 
frnd fonhe GOvernor\ SeTvant.~, Canloo l:bboo :lI1d K,frt'n Churn Cnauerjcl . and dieGo- ~o. 59. • 
vernor Gcn:r:.l h.ty,ng dc-clan:" it his bdir:f, Ih at it w~s the in tention of the iloard to p~o_ 

• cec:d t <\ nth 01 vlol<nc(" aglli nll his SeTvanu;"and the BO:l. rd h:lv,ng rt' fc.l l'C'd, th at it ..... as 
their Op:nion that the amnda ncC' of thefe people !hould be req\lir.·d, and was ;!.bfnlu u: ly 
nect'flary for the fuplJOft of the clue authority of Governmtntj Ihe Govcrnor-Generd 
declared that he dlifolv~ the nlttting; but the M llj"rily of the Jjo.lrd not adlllilling hi~ 
authori ty for fo d<Jing, contmud to li t, and required the immediate aucnd04nCe of Cantoo • 
Bamboo and KilTrn Churn Ch:mtrj.:a, but not being found, orders for theiT aueudJnce 
next Council-Day have been left at their houfes. 

36. The Members th:lt cont inued, being a Majol ity of the Council, b .... ,· rrcord('d 
thclr Opinion in fu.pp oTr of their Rdulurion , Ihat tile BV:l.rd \~as n4Lt JJI'fuh'::d by lhc !ule 
authority vefted in the Governor·Gl'nCTJI. • " 

37. An Account! of the Farms, Talook~, and Z em indary heltl by Canton Baboo hav- L Appendix, 
ing been delivered in a&ree;l.bly to ou r"orden, the BOJrd have. only adjoined are- 1\0. (.0. -

mark, and TcfC'eved the;" tuture obferv:ttions umil tht'y (.In colltCl:: iutu one "icw th t: rt"ufoos 
for the extraordinary indulgences which appear to have !xcn !hewn to huu. 

3S, ,.Adj udging:. for [eve-ral reafons that an- fc\ forth in (I. l\ ·t inut~i from Colonel Mon. ~ A rp~ndix. 
fon, that BrilUoo Kiffore had betn an uJlworthy and unthnfty $~r"'.lnt to the Raj.!.h of No H' F. 
Burclwlln, and:1n Improper perron to be emp\o)'ed by the COl\1p~rty , or 10 hull! any Of. 
fice of confidence m:ar the Raj.!.h, we refolved to difmifs h:m from the Rajah's fervice, 
and to permit the Ibnny to ap point fuch ]Jerfon!! as !he rnight think proper for the fu­
pcrintendancc of the Ruj 04 h's Education or his l--J ouli:hold . 

39. The R3j:1h of Burdw:1I1 attending agrcc::\bly to the fornler Hej(l!u tions of the 
Board fO r.::celVe the invc.ftitu~,D he was accordingly vreftl1tc:d with it by Gener;1I CIII •. " CO"!.;"~ 
vd ing, then in th~ Chair as ddeft Member prtfem; anp having conlnHlnic.lted to the N AJ,~n:u. 
R:ljah tht)oReColut:ons we had (:.Iken of difimffing Bndjoo KiChort: from his f(' ryice, WI": o. h" .. 
direCl:ed our &:C"TCury to wait on the Rann},. and deli ... tr to her our recommendation of 
L oll" Co[hall C;h'lIld a nd Roopnar.in Chowdrey, prefcntl ng her at the flll111: time with the 
Drcffc\ nl1oltl::d for ner{elf ancr her Servants, who having givl:n hb, :I Nuner of nine 
Gold Mohur5~ . 5 a wkC'n .,f re!pdt: to the Board, he ddivtred it to us, ar:d we have oruend 
it to ~ pliid In[e.. lhe Kllltllil Treafury with thofe which htld betn p:-I:fentcd by t~.e 

l~a}:lh . 

'40, 1 he Boald ~ruiv;nJt t.hat tile ZcminJary of B"harliund h;l,d bel:n gr.lntC"d to 
Lucknall t 'Nundl't",CJ found, by thei r enq uiries IIf the Hoy Ropn, th:lt hI: is the Son of f eA rpo:lldiy, 
Klffen CauntOO, cOllll1\only c.:Illt d Call t'.>O Saboo, and arc (urprized . to find. that inllead of No. 60, A. 
being a Man . hltlllo4nce and credit. Itt now appcan to be:1 Youth of ten or [\lclve rurs 
of age. • • . . 

p 0 ~ T S C R IP T . 

A Ccompany;n!; ~'e hav:tile honor lCJ rrll.ofmil' you Capie.of a Petirion and ft'~~r:l1 Pllpcr .. 
which haye 1*l:n ddtven.:.d by c,me COJa Kaworkq to our St'crctllry, ('ontaml~g fund ry 

1f..'Cu(atlon~t :t~lI.i !l£l Mr. B;!fWcll. fince we clofed tI,e 100ve Letter; and y.~ forwll rd to you t Appelldix. 
alfo No. 61 A. 

1 For:t pallit'tliar Dtfeliplioll of Kojah Kewodt,e, .and for an Account of fundry T r~nfaCJioll' 
td l.d!:uig hinhu FU(llcl o(S~ l llI l ,:hl, ~I D.lC(:ll~ fee Ap~lldl:t No. 01 . • 

• 

• 



, 
• 

171 • Or the Power ciaimed by the Governor-Gener'al to dilfolve die Council. 

t <,:()nm.iI1~d .1.1(0 numbcu in the l'.lckt"tt a Lefter from Gt"nrnl Clavuin'g, Colonel ~onron, and "Mr. 
ill Apprl1 d i~ . Franc is. addrC'lTcd to the H onorable rhe Goyernor.G~ncr.l l. togt'ther with II. L cuer froID .. 
Nil, {, " .\, Mr. B",rwdl 10 the HoarJ on that fubjeCl:. - \Y (: 3rt, with great rdpea • 

Honorable Sin. 

• 

• 

, 

• 
• 

• 

F ort-William, the 
25th MlJ'd" ' :;75-

• 

Your man faithful humble Servants, 

. 

WARREN H ASTINGS? 
j. CLAVER ING. 
CEO. MONSON, 
RIeHd. BAR WELL, 
p, F~ANC I S . 

Letter from the G overnor-Genera l and Council at 
Fort- W ill iam, in their Secret-Department, to the 
Court of DireClcors, dated the 29 th of March, 
1775; received in London the dl: of J anuary, 1776. 

HONORABL£ SIRS'Io 
• • 'V'E elafed our annual D ifpatch with the Books and P:tpers of this Prefidency two 

days ago; it was fent by the Anron, Captain Tryon. 

Our fevera! Letters by the Ships of this feafon will inform YOij fully of the divilion 
wh ich has taken place in our Councils, and of the origin and fubjell:s of it, and we wait your 
decilion upon them. But there is one circumftance which has occurred lately, which in 
our opinion, demands more infi::mt determination, and therefore we have refolved to dif­
p:J.tch this over-land, to enfure a5 much 3S poflibJe the arrival of the advice with YOll, ill 
nfe the other channcls lhould fail 

The circumfiance alluded to, is the cbim mlde by the Governor-Ge~ral,of a power:t of 
diffolving the Counci l at his pleafure, againft the declared fenfe of the nujor p;lH of the 
Merr.bers prefent. T he fubject is difcuffed ilt length in the Confuludons fent home by 
the Anfon; the Governor-General and Mr. Harwell affaring, and Gent-Tal Clavering, 
Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis denying the legality of fueh a power; but in cafe that 
Ship fhould nOt ~ aTd'/ed bdore this Letter, we [ranfmit you C-opies of all the arguments 
on rhis. (ubjeCt, tim you. may be' fur~i~ed with .th~ proper materials. and be C[labled to 
tranfmll 1I5 your Infirutbom upon a luhJeCt of tim Importance by the earlie(\: and matt 
fpctdy opportul,ity. 

Fort-William. 
the 19th March, 1715. 

• • • 

"-IVe .nre, • 

Honor:able Sirs, 

with refpcCt, • • 
You r moll failhful 

humble Serv3nts, 

WARR EN HASTI NGS • 
j . CLAV ER ING; 

• GEO. MONSON, 
RICHd. BARWELL, 
P ."FRANCIS. 

11"h~s Power ..... u ~crcifcd on ~:l.Iioll$ O~cafions, but (he particulars beillg fully llat~d und~f 
~hm proper ~eads 10 the Appcndllf, .r~ whully ORl lued ill th is Plact, and the (ull ....... ing P'OC"ted_ 
lOb'. rdau: 1If18~y to (he Pawn t1 ~l med ~y ,"e ,?ov~rnor_Ge~enl, of dlfroh·j ng the C":lUm:i\ 
:ll hiS Plea{urc, IOd~prndt'n t ,,([he ConGam:!"m w~lch Indued hun to exclcifctb41 P"wtr . 

+ ExtrJd" 



• 
tb;i(;:o .. ,.", .... C •• ,".l to JiJfol.,e the Council • • 

• 
• • 

ExtraCl of Secret Coafultations, Fort-William, 

1775· • • March, • • 
• 

Th, G&Vl!.RNOR GENERAL. • • 

I DE C L ARE the Couocil now dilTolved. and I do procell ag:1in!l: 
as :a. Council dunng my abfcnce U Illrgal and unwarranted. 

• 
, 

.ny· ACt, of it 

Mr. ,Fran9s.-1 bl"g leave to a(k the: GDvernor-Grncrl1l whether lie means to qOit 
°t beChair? • 

The: Governor-Genc:ral.-I fh.u not anCwer'your q\JeI\Fon. becaure 1 do not tbink 
it fufficlcotlydefined. 

I quit the Council. 
WARREN HASTINGS. 

• • 
Mr. B:l.rweU.-l think the Gove,rnor raid he difrolved the <'ounei!; it is nnw five 

('I·clock in tllc"cvt:ning.-The Governor, as J underlb:nd him, dtd not f~y I quit [he 
Council, but that r leave it.--l dt<:cm che Cou!lcil as diffolved , ,,'ld unlets I rc. 
\:eive :l. fllmmons !lSleeable to th~ ulilll form f(f)Ol the Governor_Central, whc;fe 
Office fiiJl txin, and- is not YIlColtcd, J do not pfopol~ to p.lrlllkc ill ,he dc:lliltts. 

R1CHA1W BARWELL. 

Mr. B1rwel) withdraws ftom the Board. 
• 

Colond Monfon.- t think the GO'frfnor-Gt"n~r.1J has nt) right to dilfolvc: chi,!! COlln­
cih an Adjourmnent can only takt place by a M:yority of. che. BO:Jrd. The: uuend. 
nf Ihe hour Ihauld not be: mentioned as an excufe: (or poApomng of bufinc:(' of the 
impon:ance: now bt-fore us, in which tbe honor ana reputation of our PI~fidc:nt is at 
fi'.1le; I Lherefore propotc Ihal Gcncr;!1 IIlYcring ~(jiuld pre/ide -as Pn:lidc:nt IJnlil 
Mr. Hol(t:ing~ lh.1U aglln think proper to rtturn to thc: Board . 

Mr. Fr.lI1cis._ l think it indifrenfably nc:c:e:fi'a:y in itfdf, and conformable to Ihe: true 
mc:,UlI!'Ig of that Claulc in the -Acl of Yuliamcnt. which provides, that. in the abrenc;e 
of the Cove,nor General, the e1de{\: Counfe!lor prefent lhould have the caltlng voice, 
wbich is al wd ou olber atc.lion. to the Govcrnor. ThiJ provilion plainly !hew,. 
that the CouQdl may fubfHt independen: of the preft:nce or ab{encc: of th·e Governor­
Geot'r.ll, a:1J that th~r Aels in bi, ab(cncc are legal. 

General Ctwcring.-l could nOt agree to this Motion. were I not convinced that 
the Board coukl IllJt be Jil1Qlved but by a RtfohHion of the Majority. and the Ma­
jority of the &31'd Iw,jng prolfil'kd agaiull hi, rdinqUilhing the Chair, at a time 
... !tt'ft it Wal matt lh.u.mbcnt upon him [0 have RIlt in It, to h:Lve {aced .hij Acculi:n. 
'nd to have vindkuC'd his honor~ in compliance therefore with the Refolution of thc 
Bovd ,1 lake Ill.: Ch.&it. • 

• 

;x . ' EKtraCt: 

• • 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• • 
-
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17+ Of the Power claimed by the Governor-Gtn"nl to dili'olge the CounciL 

• . . ' 
ExtraCl of Revenue Confultations, Fort ,William, 

14th March, 1'775 , 

Mr. FRANCIS: 

Mr. rnllc1.'O nEG !eave to :aile t,he Governor·Genc-ral :1 q \'c:flion fur informarion t_Whether it 
Clucllloll lO .1 is hi . opinion that if he or aoy futurt Govcrnor-Gene ral, as t his GO\'crnment is nnw 
the ~<lVl:'r: L cunnilUtrd. fhould u:folve ~Ot 10 I('~d out (umn\on~ for the: mtt'tlng Qf the CouncIl., 
nor· ene.. Clir re cou ld .for that rcarun be no Cooocil afrenlbleJ ? 

, 
• 

Cnvcuor. 
Genu. I', 
Jtfp!y. 

• 

GOVERNOR·GENE RAL. • 
• • • 

.. - C:l. rrs may ~bl)' occur, and h:ave occurred in the courrc of ~um.:m .affairs, which 
h~ve rendered it nt'(rITJTY (0 break. [h r~ul?? th~ moft pofiuvc In(1mltlons, a,.d. the 
flccdli:.y has been commonl)' (~emed a JUl\ I~CaU{)n for thc breach of them. rt IS the 
rule of d,is Scrvirr, thlll the Pl'tfident only can fu mmon 'he Meetings of the Ho:Ird 
an,I difful ve the Mt't'tings. I bc:li~ve I mlly venture to affirm, that there is not an in­
lhr.cc in t he Compnny'5 Annals of the Counci l rlaving eilht'r bttn fummoned by 3ny 
otha au~ ,ori t)' , l,r adjourned by any olher ; -and I conceive it to be a point indilpul'a. 
LIt'. th:1.t ~II the formtr rules and ur~p't'I of the Service. which have not bern abro­
Baled or chant;ed by tilc btt Act of Parliament. and Ihe Infiru8:ions of tht Court of 
Direc1urs fubft'qurnt ~o it, fiil! remain in full force. If a Cale {hall ever occur, in 
which lhe P refidc:nt chaU refufe or ~(rkft to Cummon tht Members of [he COIll1cil 
to rmel fur Inc: difJ.>:1lch of rtal burtn~fs., 8nd an t:vident lofs and injury is likely to be 
fufillincd by the Company during fuch furpc'nrion. in fudt cafe the mht'r Memben of 
Ihe BolrJ might be iu niSed in blt~king thr&ugh the prefClibed forms, and in arrum­
ing (In unaulhorift.tl Power for the intelTft of the Company. ' In any other inftantt 
Ihere proCt'cding~ w!)l! ld in my judgn~f'n t be ullj utlifiable, and even in this illC~. 
linee the Members of the Hoard do not exift as • Council. bUl when they arc kgaUf 
al1'cmlokd. and no individual but tht' Plcfidcut hu a tig.ht to alI'emble them . . 

Mr. Frand. btgs Ic'''(' to pll t a QlIdl:ion. 

~~:i::~:~' My qucnion is, Whether this Board c::an legally be diffol",ro Of adjourned by the fole 
,.rdill!! the authority ot' the IJ rclidrnt, :lgajnlt' the caofent or a. Majority of the Mcmbl:n prefcnt? • 
J\lItil<lrl'1of 
~e .P:rlidelll Mr. F RAN C I S, 
.)11 .bdo\vl"& 
the CCIIJoci[ 
Mr. Pnt\tU"' I think it cannO[. ~ • 

• Opinion. 

Mr. IlARWELL. 

Mr.C:uv.,tll's 1t has twr b(t:'l cuftvnary :!nd ufu:!l, and I linet no "XVTC'fs ;n!trdia:io~ of the uugn 
l.l',",on, that havt.p.tvaikd, tither ill Iln: COnlp~ny'5 l nfiructiur.J, ur the ktu:r or fpi rlt of the 

Aft elf PHII~ment. ] 'ho: power of alTemblmg the COIJ"ri ! I (OnCtLY'C: eXllts in the Chair. 
the Powt'r .... : hrt:lk ing it upof courli: , 1 u'ldtrlland , n:ih m the fame Station. J cann'~ ' 
poffib1 7 fuppelt, ,hat any caLlie, but fueh :1 pc:.riona l 01'10: as may compel tht Goycrnor. 
through neec-airy. will md ucr hml to adjou rn lI'e Huard; and I think when any loch Clule 
cJIXi prCY1i.il, Ihe hufintfs anll Interctl to which ou r ;m~ntion fhould be din:-t\t'd it Lkpan. 
t'd from. 1 he end propo!t-d trom Our alfC'mbhng not bdng likely to be Aflfwettd. the: 
(,uvernor·Gent'ral \~ ill U:Jnd fully at"qulttt'd for adjourning thc: BMrd. "del not fpe.lk :1 t 
811 10 the PUWI:~ cnd~r which tht: Mtfl}tx:r:o of thl! t:lo~rd .ft, not .willI be led tQ pars IIny 
opinkn ul"'" \helll_ WI ellever the intt'l'c'h of Ihe pubhc require.., puticular aUen. 

< 

tiull, I fh~1 1 (omnmnicatt" th.lCe puinn to [ht: knowltc:l .. e of tne Goycrrtor.Ge:neral, ""he,. 
will [;ilkt tu\.h ml ... fur .... ,o;, wilh the: COnCUrlTflLe of his lOu~ti r. IS he mar chink the objcd 
n,el Its. \\'ithuu( the Uuyernor·{,jelici ai's llU,hnrlty in ;I \,ubh, caU for my Il1tembnCt: :l.t 
tht' Hoard. it WIll t.H: In my o~tlon u) part .. kc or 1<vt ',., the Council' of the lhr« olln'r 
McmbcA.. It i~ my d"l> to cOtJlml,.II\icatc V::,[h dlem;' but 1 ib.lU dt'GIII ..u 1w:h c;:om'JIfoI­
n i"tiu"~ as im:glll"r ami unw:u rant-eu, Jfld JlI.d l 1l ,tUIUI'c: look. uJIOO-dleD' in .. pun", 
l:,.,ht, to be rU'JIt:-lI.l:::Ir ly Illuo)Juced tn a Ql()I'I;tq~ulJr hmo. 



• 
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or the Power cl,umed by lhe Governor-General to djJt'olve tht Council. • 17$ 
• 
The Honorable Mr. M 0 N SON. • • 

t think the Govtrno~nt ... 1 may afT'rmble the Council as o(ttrf' IS he rhall think proper, Mr,McntOnl!.-­
but that he mull do it twic~a wttk. or at the r(qllifition of a Majority of the M~llber$. Opinion. 
J do nOf: apprrhrnd Ihe diCfolutfon or the Board to be in the Governor·General (oldy; thi:"' 
Qucnion ot alIjournrttnt Ibould be firl1: pOt, and if carria:l, that Mttting is dilfolved; 
Jor if the authority~ffummonln8 and dilTolvin ... thc(:oundl was ..... it/t·theGovc:rnor·Gent'ral 
ani,., bis powrr would be.bfolun: and dcfpotick, and the means of conveying information 
to our Empk»fers totally precluded. -' • 

• 
GENERAL CLAVERING. • 

I agrn: with Colonel Monfon, for the t(arons he has fo properly utged. 
• 

• 

C.nft"llt::l .. 
"rrin,'1 Opi • 

• Ilion . 
GOVERNOR.GENERAL. • 

1 have already givtn my opinion upon thi! fubjell: in 'my a.nfwtt to tht Q.uell:ion pro. Com-nor_ 
pof«l by Mr. Francis, and in tm: Minuu:s of the Board in the mher Department of gt~e!"I:» 
ydlerday,and. rcpe~t it now, that the Hoard have no authority unlers ft.lmmoned by myfdf, P~iOQ . 
or when the Mec(in~.~ of the Hoard are formally dilfalved by me. Argumen[~ drllw/1 
from the pradicc ot other Alfembliel eannot apply to eilis. in inri-ance! in which other 
ARCmbltes .re fllmmaned fa r bufinefs by any of rheir own body, it is in conftquence of 
fame politive bw or db,blif}u:d ufage. No fueh law or ufige has ever prey. ned in tbis 
Government; a Majority of the Me~bc:rs of the &ard have alTt:rted a concury opinion; 
but 1 conceive it to be Uklef¥ to colleCt opinion! on a fubj~ of tAis kind. The Majority • 
may continue: to fit by tbeir own aUlhorilY. IS they did before the opinions were collcliect\ 
1 Will not fit with them, nor acknowledge their llrocttdings to be IC:8:d. Once more how-
evcr kt nle repeat the Propofition which I If-lYe aiceady made, that any Cltaminations which 
hav~ my cor.dud: for ,h.ir obj -fr, may be t<l ken by II Commiurc orthe Board. You m3Y 
certainly I)i'uain by th is mrans.1I t he fatisf:H~l.:ion which you can receive in a Meeting,which 
J cannot acknowledge to be la ..... ful, .nd at which 1 cannot be ptdenr. If you have the 
honorof)'our Prdident at henl, which you have rept"l[edly, and tOO rCl-catt'dly dcdared, 
at a time in which you arc wounding It in the moR dJ'c:n[iai manner, you will 3cquiclcc: ill 
this ~)ropo(jlion; if you rejeC\: it, the: Court of I)i~aors, tnd thOfe ltt whom thefe tranfac. 
lions Will be: made known , may judge of your mlJth'ei. 

M,. FRANCiS. 

1 think it v~ry nC'crlTary thlt the Court of Directors Olould be informed, that no Member Mr. Frlncif" 
of thi! BOlrd, to my knowledge. hal ever exprdJ'ed a wilh. th~t the Governor.General Ruul'l! . 
fh()ll ld be n-qulrcd to sive hIS pel Conal t"rndllnce at the ,Board, In 'any cafe 'in wLk" It 
.. !)uld be pc:rlonally dilagree4ble to him(rlf to do (0, 

The GeAc ... I', QueRion bdng rcad again, Mr. Funcis Igrees to it . • • 
Thr Honorable Mr. MONSON, ~ 

afC (or the ~dt.ion. 
GENERAL CLAVERlNG, 

• 

GOVERNOR.GENERAL. 
• 

l am apinft it. I thiok h my d\lty to d«larc that I did"olve the Mttting of this Soard. GO\'('fnllr· 

If the MeOlbcrftOnlinue- rofie I o.all QOC ackoow&edgc the-ir Proceedings tv be Ieg:!l. ~i\?~I'~dlf. 
• • • • eoolnciJ.; 

GOVERNOk·GENERAL.1Id Mr. BARWELL .. ilhd.."w. 

• • 

WARREN HASTINGS. 
RICHd. BAil WELL. 

-:J'lli. ~ of the GOYCl'DOr'" bti~g conm.,.,. to the Rcfoh1lion of the 8".rd. Bo.nl'! lI:e. 
npPCifl'ca abi. buI bilfin&le oplOioD. and1tEsOLVEDthat ir can have no weicht or 11)'~tion iol 
conJequcac.c. .. baluu. con-C1QCIIU. 

RESOLVED tbalGeneral ClaftriDl be defir.d to uke: the Chair . 

• 
• • 

• 

• 

• 
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176 • Of the Pown claimed by the Governor.ocne.ral to diJTolve tb.e Council. 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• • 

• 
• • • 

ExtraCt of Secret Confultations, Fort-W illiam, 20th 
• • • 

March, 1775. • • , 

Read the Confultation of the J 3th infbnt . 
• • 

Th, GO EllNOR.GENIlRAL.. 
• f • 

• 

I DECLARE that the words, "I quit the Council," were: not recorded by me. What J 
rlid on leav~ the room I do not remetllbrr; but I know th:t.t I neYf'r.meanf to Il()'; 

knowledge the uiftence ef the Council after 1 had quitted the room, al}d b:td dedaretl it 
to be dilfoh'ed. 

General CI:.vc:ring movel that ute Proceedin~ of the 13th in{bmt be recorded as rcad 
ar.d approved. ' 

.Mr. Ffancis agrees. 

Mr. Ban'l'ell._ T~ Procttdings of the Board of that day 1 approve. The Practi'euillgs 
after the dilToiution atllte Board by the Governor. Gcoeral the Majority of the Members 
have q::nainiy a right to introduce on the Procet'ding' . but I elleem it merely in the ram" 
light as any Confultation which twO, ehrec:. or four Members of the-Board, affembling in 
any othc:.r pillct but the Council-Houfc:, may whh c:qual propric:ty havt: conducted :trod in_ 
troducw in a MinU(e. as the rerult of thdr joint opi nions nnd <klitx=ratiQns, T he fub_ 
ject which IS rreatW on in chis addition to the Confuharion of the 13th inlhnt' I have 
from the fi r{t dc-dared to be improper, and I look upon it to be more l' lpecially fo, IU the 
GoverQ.or-Genc:ral hu exprefsly charged the threeGenllemC'f1, who fook co~niZlnG<: of the 
Charges brought by NUtlDCOY,u. agllinft him,to ~ parue! In the acculauon. 'rherr il> 
fomething fo ftrikin~y improper in the Accufers and the AccuCed,lhting at the lame tri. 
bunal, tnat I own it could have afforded me extreme fatisfacliun if the altc:rnativ<: J h.d 
propofed, in dcliVl:ring my opinion when this matter was fil1t lntroCuctd, hnd.been pllrfued. 
and the thara.elcr and dignity of the firfr Officer of the Govc:rnnlent n6t lowered in the opi­
nion of the Natives. by promulgating throughout the whole Coufl1ry .. thac all powc:r and 
authority'f:u; takc:n OUt of (he nands of thr Pr!lident. 

Colonel Monron .-..oJ agree to the Motion. adc. no"ledging no power or autilOrit)· ill !.he 
Governor-Gener.1 foldy to diffo! ... e this Board. 

GenerAl Chvering g,grccs to the Motion. , 
1 htGgvcrnor-Gc:neral.-' ilgree to the Motion. fo far as it refpefls tneproca.iings of rhe 

BO:1rd of which J am ·the..Ht:ad. The Proceedings of Gt'nc:rai CiaYeriug, Colonel Monfort. 
and Mr. Fra"cis, held afltr my departure, and after J hat! d«lared the Mc:eling of the 
BO:1rd to be: dilTolvc:d. I do not acknowledge to be the Proceeding. of cht: BlJarJ; ll~f"fe 
cannot approve them. • • 

• • 
GCIlcr.l1 C!a~erjng,Colonel Mon[9D, and Mr. Francis, deliver in the following 

.,. Millute. , 

T HE Covernor-Gener:tlhaving repeatedly ci:lilJ1tQ and C'ndpvourcd to f'lCeu ife a 
Powt:r~t chllolving th is Cou.neil in it', (evenl ~pan .. nlf •• n~ ~vin8 alJo (c pc'.:lI_ 

ctHi' and public-kly d(.clolnd Ins opln'on, that any Alts dtMe by tbe M:lJWHf d mGCGodncil 
3 • ia 

• • 

• • • 



• 
• Of the Power clrumed b the Governor·General to uiffohte the Council. 

in his abr~nce (wilen he had quinetl the Chait in oppofirion 10 I h ~ 110ft of the Mlljority) 
were not the ACts of the: Board .. nor kg.d. which dC'clar~tion~ he h:u been pkllled 10 con­
fir m by hi, Leiter t o Mr. kic hard Sumnc:- uf the 18th inn.nf, r~onlrd in (he Confuha­
liuns of the Revenue Depanmc:nt i · we beg ka\'c 10 Jay !kfaft the' Doate! our rt"al ons for 
thinking his o~inions ~ nd conduCl abo\'e-mt'ntioned lTC nor WlnaUt.N by Law i ;and we 
rtqueft that he wilf be plcafed to communicate [0 us til«: argume nts, which induce him to 
think that rueh opinions and fuch condufr arc conformault: to the Ad of PJr]il1ment which 
connit"utcs the pre1cm Government. We for ourfdves are convinced Ihn his conduCt: in this 
tefpeCt: is illegal .. and the public declaratiOn he h~s made 0' his opinion, tends m~nifdlly 
t o eneoura~e a general refiftance to the authority of ' his Government, :lnu tO,the fubver-
fion thereot. . 

I f the Governor-Gener.lt can legally dilTolve the Council at his pleafure, it follows of • 
• eourr~. that any ACl:s done by the remaining Mcmber~ in his :lhlt nce:ve not the Alh 'bf ' 

the Board, nor legal. But we deny the Puwer claimed by the GtlvcrnQr·General ill Ihis 
refptct, as we know no luch aUlhority in him j though luppoling he ever had been in. 
vefted with (uch Power, it il clear that the fame' is taken away by the: ble Aft of P.I! lia. 
ment, by which the Confiitution of our Seulements in Indi:l i~ wholly new modellr.d , and 
the whole Civil and Military Government of this Ptdideney is veiled in a Governor·Gelleral .. 
and four Counfellors, in like mann!:r, (0 all intents and purpofeJ what/Ot"ver, as the flllnr, 
:1t the time of pamng the ACt, we~, or might h:lVe been exercife\J by IIH: Ptdident and 
Counci l or Seled" Commi ttee. This Cl:tufe (eems to UI not at all 10 npJlly or extend to 
t he particular mode in wh~eh the PowC'r gi'JC'n fball be excrdli:d. but on ,y :0 fix and afeer. 
t:lin the extent of it. The fubfeq uem CJuufe deftribes and dcfinrl> tfle manner in which it 
Shall be carried into executiolll :and it is enacted, .. <J'hat in all tU/tl u!hr:t{atvrr. or when'in .. 
.. any difference of opinion fb:l.U arile uponimy ~eftion propofed in any Confu huion. the 
•• lnid GrNtrnor·GattraJ and Council lhaU be: bound and (cndur/(d by the opinion ~nd de • 
.. cilion of the major r.art of thofe pre(ent." Suppolt thtn aQ.uellion II) ~rik, whether the 
Council fhould be diITOlved, the Majority of t he Membrrs lhoultl be of opinion that it 
fhould not, in oppofition to the Gavanor.Gentral, doe, not the Act cXllrcfsly declue, th ,ar 
he by name 013.11 be bound by the otcifion of ruch Majority? suppOrt agai n thllt he 
fhould-be of opinion that the Council fhuuld not be dl(J11lvcd, and Inc Majority r~rent 
fhould be of a contrary opinion. would it be u all confillcnt with ~e Act, dIU he alone. 
or chit he and one other Member fhould continue fitting and do burinr f, ? If he cou ld do 
t he one, we think he might with tquoll propriety do the other; thele feems TO us the fame 
reafon and the fame right for c.:J.eh . 

In every Aft, whether of a public or priwte natLlr~, the ru l~ of eonftruCtion ought to hr, 
t hat the intent and purpofe for which the fame wa~ made amI done ought (0 be lubllllnti. 
a1Jy purrued. How could this be [he caCe. fuppofing the Power o( dilrolving lhe Couneil 
was vtfred in the Govl'rnor·Gen~ral? W henevcr an)' bu~nc:fs c=me to be ;gitJted. whirh we 
will [uppore he fhould ~ot approve of! how e~ry a Olamr wQu lrl it be for him immediatery 
to d lfi'ol ve tht Councli. and fo totIes quoues whtnever rhe f:lml: Care fhol1ld hal' l'en. 
T his would fr<'P all public buftp efs bUI ruch u he alone chore to ('nter upon, and in tfTt·£t: 
make him :tbfolulc. In both Cafes it would be direCtly to counteraa tht mon obYioUJ end, 
and purpores of the Act uf f'arliament.· • 

From wh~nee the idea of th is Power arires we are at II. lofs to conceive, unlefs (rom the 
nature of the Pow~s l'eOed in His MajeftY'J Governors in our Americ~n Colonies and 
.vlant:1tions. T here, it is Hue, Ihe Goyeroot is thr fule RcprHenu.tive and Deputy at tlie 
K ing. and, as fuch, has the Power of difTulving or prorogul'1g their l'royinciai AITe:mblie.~ 
as he thinks prO'per; bUt then ruch Power is annexed to the Office by lhe orisinlli Conni· 
t ution g ranted by the King to thore Countries, aod rxprefsly confirmed by His Majefty" 
Commiffion and Infirutlions to each fuceeeding Go-.-ernor, w!l ich i~ by 110 U19ns the. c~fe 
here. N either is there, as we conedve, the- leliit analogy uetwcen Ihe Conllitulion of thofe 
Countries and this; but evcn luppo~ng Ihere (ver had been, no doubt can be enrc:rt3incd, 
but that the whole of ~he Conflitution of RUthoft Countries is li3ble to be new modelled 
and reformed by the genenl fupcrinttndi ng power of tjle BritiJ'h LegiOattlrf' , lind is in 
evtry refpefr fu bje8. ( 0 their contraL H ere the Parliament h3.S thougbt pro))cr to inter-
fere, and has clearly draw n the hne. • 

T he InftruClions from the Court of DirC'8.ors were, or ought to h .... e bt'l'n, 'till Ih:s ACI: 
of Parl i:l.ment . the fole cuide, as we 1Ipprehend, for the Governor, Qr r.tlher Prrfidenc and 
Counell here to go by; fuch l nftt uaions are nnl in fome: mt.uure to be iuIlO\\ed. b t n('t • 

Y Y l\hully 
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..... 
Of cllC Power chtimed by the Governor-Ceneral to dif1(,l1vc the Council. 

• 
wholly ro. The Co~rt of Dirt'(~tors may, i~ i ~ tr in.ll:ruCt the ~overnor.General and 
Council, as to [he p:J.r~ltular ,olann,er of curY,Lng, the A~ IntO encuuon : ~Ut. were they to 
give anyone Intt roEh on Whlc1L nllg ht n co tndlro:tl:ly tend to collnteraCt It, It would not. 
we prt:~'mo:. be tlollbtcri, but that flKh InllruClion out.ht to tM= w~o11y dirregatd~. If fo, and 
lb(rt IS no panicul.,r aUthority given to the Governor-General, clther by the King, the Par­
(lament or [ hI" Co urt of DireCtors, to cxerci(c the Power in quefri~n, we ao not fee: from 
whence 'it ('"an origi na~; lhe N.m)!: of Governor·General is, wi lh all ~due deference, no­
thing, , - !l Il\('n' (,mpty fau,lId. The privileges and powers annexed to (uch t i!l~ a~e what 
alone make it valu ~b le tQ It's po!1Hfor, or rcfpethble to others. Wh at fueh "nvLleges and 
poweu are, can only be knol' n a.nd defined by a reference had to the grant by which 
fueh litJe i.s conferred; that in the p~{c:nt cafe is the Aft of Parliament, and we do not 
find lh~t it (' idler ex~rc f' ly ur implicitly, direll.ly or indirc:fUy, gives any ruch Power a5 

• t hat claimed by tIlC~ (jovernor·GencraJ. 

• 

' ''Ve th ink the. [1'rcfenceof the Governor·G~ncral is not elfential to the Conllitution of a · 
Council, flflce the A d; provides, III:\ t lfl his abfcnce, and fLl ppoling the remaining Members 
to be cc;uaJJy di vided upon ally oO!tdtirlp, " The eldell Counfdlor prefcnt {hall have a 
.. ca.ni ng voke, and his opinion OlaH be dcciflvt: and conduli ve." 

• • 
• 

(Signed ) 

J. CLAVERING. 
GEO. MONSON, 
P. FRANCIS . 

The G 0 V ERN 0 It - G ENE R A L .. 

--T H I S ~eltion hu already been put ancl amplr difculTed:n the Revenue Board 
on the 14th in/tanto J <.10 nOt recolleCt.: any arguments or authorit ies, by whieh 

I can fu llain my part of the ~dlion, ftronger or more appolite th:ln thofe which are 
contained in my Minute upon that ~dHon, and in my M inute in reply to a pr~<:edlOg 
~e{\ton of Mr. Fra~i.s on that day upon the rame fubjea . If, on the revif.1 of thofe 
Mn'lUttS, and on an attentive perufal at the Minute now delivered in by the Majority, 
1 !hull find it necdrilry to ufe any further argl.l." ents on t he fubjeCt.:, I will record them ; 
fo r the prefent liliall only declare, that I abl~e by my former refolutions. 

Mr. Francis moves, that a Letter to rhe 1-10norable the Court of DireCtors be-immedi· 
arely drawn up and d ifpatched o ver. land, [ 0 Ilquai nt them of the thfference wh'ich has 
unh~ ppily ari fe n in Ihts Council bet ...... t>en tpe Governor-(X.nerill and Mr. Harwell on itJe 
one li tle, and General Clavering, Colonel Monron, and Mr. Fnu.cis on the other, re· 
fpe8ing a Power claimed by the Gov<.mor Genna! to difio!w: t he Counci l at his ple<tfure • 
the fo rmer alTcrt ing. anti the latter denylOg t:le It:ijlliity of fuch a claim. That the ar­
g uments on both fides be alfo tranfmincd to the C OUrt o~D!reaors. with-the unanimous 
req udt of rhe lloard, . that a deciJion of the above OEeltlon be Obt<llOe<.l and tranfmiued 
to Ihis Government as foon as pemble. 

Mr. Ba.rwell. I fee nO objeCtion to it at 
1 /han fend them in. 

prefent ; if any fuould occur to me afterwards 
• • 

Colonel Monfon aw.ees . • • 
Gtner3.1 Cbvering agrees . 

• • • • 
The Governor·General. I can not rerufe flJY a lT~nt to the ~ell\on, ",ilbing equally with 

the Gendcrllen from whom J untjernand the Propoli.tion U1 {'.orne an euly decifion of it I 
my fentim~nu uA(uppon ed but by a tingle Member ohhe Board imp'Ofing «:very d ifad· 
vantagt' on me, to which nothing but my ffnfe of Ihe duty which l owe ro Ihe refpe&able 
Powers fro m wilom I hold my appointment could induce me to fubmir. But there are 
many objeaion$ to the propolal, which wouid"havc di lTuaded me from being the mover of 
!t. I do lIor approve of detached ~eltions be' ng fen t to the Co~rt of Directors, conrtder • 
mg (as I ?o) this only a point Of a conMEied and delibtrate SyRem. adopttd on the 
lirlt JOrm~ttoll of lhe Councrl, lind COntinlied without iluermitTwn to 'his day. To ~nckr 

- 3 our 



• • 

• Of the Po\ver claimed by the Governor-Gencr~l to diiTolve·the Council: 179 

hUT Advict'$ on this (ut!jt'ct complelc, would require a great varielY 0' materials on borh 
lides of tht' qUl.'nion. h will be (caree pofliblC' (0 commit thefe to Cyphet in the midfi of 
lhe ,'olum;nous Di(patchcs of the jail: Ship of the feafon, "od it will be tbngerous to tranf_ 
mit them in pbin writing. Howcvcr . .. as the Quefii(ln hl5 !xcn put and reCalved on,.1 will 

·endnvour to per/arm In,f part in the preparaLion of rbe Ady.ccs which :tre to be lhul 
f.n. nfmi t(ed. • 

t AGREEQ • . That It Letter to the Honorable the Court of Dirdtors be prepared a(' 
cordingly. to be tr .. nfmitted [0 them over·land. • 

• • 

• 

ExtraCl: of Secret Confultations, Fort-William, the 
3d of April, 1775. 

The Governor-General delivers in the following Mi­
nute, and requefis that one Copy may be fent in 
Cypher with the Letter writtenon the.StlbjeCl:, to go 
over-land to the Court of DireCl:ors, and that ano­
ther Copy !llay be felt:: with a Duplicate of that 
Letter by the Anfon. 

• • 

• 

T H £ · Grntlemen of rhe Majority hllving fet forth in a Mi nute, cllteu the loth infb.nt, The GO;'Cf. 
that .. 1 h:lVe rcpe:ned ly ciain1ed and endeavoured to txereile :I. Power of di{fulving nor:G~nc . 

" this Counci l in it's feveral Departments, and that I h:l.ve r ~:l.tttlly a~d puhlickly declared ral'I. MInIlI~ 
.. my opinion,that any ACts done by the Majl)rity of the Council in my abItnce (when 1 had ond~~ i~h: 
.. quitted the Chair. in oppo£ition to the feJlfe i")f the Majoriry) were not the A6h of the ~~II~t· 
OJ Baud, nor legal; and huving requefted that I will comnumic;ue to them the: arguments, 
.. which induce me 10 think ruch opinions and fuc}1 conduct li l t conformable to the Aet of 
.. Parlillmtm which conll:iwte! the prefene Government ;" • 

l'"think it proper in the fi rn place 10 inform them. that NY opinions and conduCl-, and 
the ar$uments on which J ground my fllppert of both. Hand . Iready rec(mlcd and fully 
Itatro 10 the Min ute. of Conru\[alion of the Public Depanment, dJtcd the J 3th in(tant, 
and in thofe of die Revenue Department, dated the I+th inlhnt. . . 

For the forther inform:uion of my Superiors, ] II next rdate the g rounds 0" which 
this ~e(tion arore, and proc~td to allign my rtafons at luse in fuppott of nly pan 
~i. . 

On the loth inllatlt. a Packet, containing an Englilh Addref, to the Board from the 
RanDee of Burdwan. with rundry Accounu in the fame L anguage, and a Copy oflhe former 
in the Perfil n Tongue. was brought to [he Council of Rev'cf\lJe by a Servant of 
Mr. Jofeph Fowke, the Agent of Genm-:tl Cl3vering. In thde PI1Pers a formal Charge 
was produced againrt me, cfhavi ng received, in the month of Mayor j une,.'FJ, a 17c. 
fent from Bridjoo Ki{hore Roy, the Dewan of the Rajah of Buro w an, amounting to J 5.000 
Rupees. 

On the t Jth inth,nt Mr. Francj, delivered to the Board a fe.tled Letter frvrn Rajah 
N U)l DCOMAR , conlaining a fped6c Charge as. inn: me. of having in September 1 7 7~ 
received a l'1'C'fent from MUllny Btgum of 3,:;".105 Ru(>(,es. and ocher Ch~rges ofindefi. 
I'Ilteiu'llS rrcelved by me, as Pref~nu from rundry other perfons, to the apparent amount 
of m.tI), millions of Rupees, 

t A dllplicate oflhe.!:.oft LetteT _ NCri.ed by the An(_ fx(cre. the orl,iul came lO hlnd. Ind iI prefixed 
.ckCfMirnllft. Sc.pace 17" • 

On 
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• 
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1 So °Df the Power claimed by the Governor·Gerieral to diJTotve the Council; • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• On tbe 13th in'ft il~t a Motion was made by ColOl'd Monron. and fupponed by General 
CI.vering aud Mr. Franci~. that Rajah NUNDOOM AR (hould be ca1!e"d bc:forc the Boaro, 
and required to produce the proofs uf his allegations. To thi! I ftrongly objea:ed, declar­
ing that I looked upon the Membt-rs of Ihe M:tjority themfdvu as my Accuiers. thac they 
were therefore unfit [0 fit injudgment upon me; that 1 wou ld Il~ t fufferothe d ignity of the 
fi r(\: Magiil:rarc ot' t.his Government [0 be.debafed, by fitting to be arraigned as a Criminal 
at tht: Council Board. of which he Wa! the Prdident, by a man of a char;tcb:r fo notarioun), 
infamous as that of Rajah NONOCOMAR. and tnatJ difclairncd their righ t. in any refpect, to 
erea the:mfdves into" t rib~\Il :l1 to jutiSC: my condlla; thac I hild no objetlion. :lnt! would 
confent to their forming th~mfelv~ i. to a Comminte, for the purpofe ot obraining fuc,", 
information as they required, but would not fuffer them to bring luch a bufint'f! bc:fore lh!= 
Bo:lrd. They perfilled in their purpore. and 1 declared the Meeting diifolyw ; I aeeOH.! .. 
ingly clepmed, Mr, Barwell did the fame; the ol h('( Miitlbc:rs paid no regard 10 my 

' declaration, b~ continued [0 fit. • . 
The: next day, being the 14th, the Council being arrembled in the .R.c:venue~ 

Depanment, a like Motion wl'th that tJf the prccedin~ day was ",.de by General Cia vcr. 
ing, that Bridjoo Kin,ore Roy, Rud Roopnatrain Chuwdry, who was the principal Agent in 
the accufation prdtrrcd by rhe Ihnnee of BUrdwan, Ihou ld be called before the Board 
for the like purpofe of enquiring inro t!lofe aeeufat ions. I objeCted in like mllnner, and 
repeated my P ropofition, t hat a Committee /hould be formed for thefe enquiries, but 
without effect; 1 again declared the M etting dilTol ved and left them; Mr. Harwell 
d id the flme. 

• • 
On the 17 th a Coul1til was fllmmoned at thei r requell: for fpeeial purpofes e"prell in 

their requiution; I met them. Mr. Barwell clid not attend. Innt!ad of I}roceeding to the 
bufinefs for which they had ~en exprtIsly alTembled, a Motion was immedi!l.teiy made 
by General Clavering. and fllpponed by t!:c other Members. that Can too naboo and 
K i{fen Chaterjee. my prineip:al Servanu, fhould be called beforc:*them, for thl! purpoftS of 
q uell:ioning tnc:m concerning a fuppofed contel.lpt !hewn to tile authority of the UOlrd, 
in having rJufed to obey the like fum mons feO( to them by the Majority in their pr-:_ 
eeding Meetings, held after my dedat.ulon of thei r dilfolution, and of fUl?p~ning the 
authority of the Board. As ( had caufe. from the terms of the M otion. from the viOlente 
of their former prol cedingl , and from their rcfufal to give me the nfi'urance which t de.· 
manded of them, of the perfonal fafefY of my Ser\'anu if they appeared before them, to 
apprehend fame difgraceful uea,tmtnt of thde men. which, in the eyn of the people of this 
Country, would have been equal to the greatell perlonal indignity ol1'ered to rr.yfr:lf, 1 aftc:r 
repeated remonfi:rancC's again procttded to tbe lall but ineH'eallal refource wllich was left 
me, and :1 third time declared [hem dirrolvcd. 

How far I ~as j uftified in Ply fufvicion of the violence which mignt be intended t& be 
offered to !he pcrfoos of my Servants, will bell: :1ppear from a Motion which W:L5 "d:oJ.Uy 
made by General Clavering, I[ the pllbJic Council Boord on the 20th inll:ant, to inllja a 
punifhment on my Servant Cantoo liaboo. to which none but the meanen of the people 
arc ever fentenced, th:&t he: lliould be PUt into the commo'b Stocks. . ; 

. 1 have been thm p:miculn in the detail of the tranfaaions which gave rife to the Qyt'f. 
tion now bHore the: Board, becaufe, in whatc-ver way it may hereafter be determined by 
thofc who are to be the judges ofir, nothing can fo C'ffeCtually jullifr. my condutt, in pro­
ceeding to fuc h apparent ~uemities, (for. in effeCt:. they afe rathtt aedu:ltions of a Right 
t han the exerci(e of a Power) as the violence of thofe who con,pelled me to it • 

• 
J !hall now protem to [he <41eftion itfeJf, which I (hall take the libc'rly to repeat in 

,,« ds mo;c. applicable to the fubJect-in debate . . 

I am ea~led upon to cO",1m unicate to thl:! ~o3td the ars.u~~nts . by which 1 fupport my 
claim to d!ffulve the Mecmngs of thC' CounCil, and my opl O1on that the Acts done by the 
Majority 'bf the Board :l.ftCr (uch a dilTolut lon are illegal; and why I think fuch a d:.lim, 
and fuch:1n opin ion, conformable to th.e~Act of Patliament which confti tutes t he preft':nc 
G oYC'rnmC'nt. 

1 anfwer, th:l.t my claim and opi nion are grounded on Teafon. and the immemorial ufage 
of the late Prcndency, approved ~y the Court of Direttors, and paffed into a pontive L aw 
by \pe A ft: of P .uJiamen t. -

~ T~ 
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• Of the Power Claimed by the Govcrnor-Gencnl to diJrolvi the Council. 1St 

Till.- Power of fummoniog :m;tI djll"olvinS the Council mull: ('xift . fomewhi:re; it is 
~ealonable thn it loould exiR: ih tht and executive Member of it. The' Members 
of the Cou ncil do nOt J.1l,1tTdl~, llUtho • is furh, bllt .. bien Ihey are afi"~mblt'd; they 
cannot thtreforc a(J'emhlc lhtmltlvt~ bc-t':t!Jfe that would be to C'xcrelfe lin aCt of .ut f&or ity. 
The GoVernor anly tbelfforc !jilt the PO'f/cr of atTcmbling them; it i. equally rCllfoMblc 
that me (ume Powerl(hould dlfroJlve them. If this privilege (cofted onlyowuh the collecbve 
lMly of the Couna1. and the ~rdiJeQt h.ad no authority to eilTolve them. a pre\'ai ling 
FlCtio\l 'in rh~ ,"ounr:ih,ould .!WolYS have it in their powc.r to fieal in or obuudc buflncfs 
on the Bo:Ird. for whieh the OIh("f M~mbt-~ v.cre unp~pared, and, to impore rueh infult 
and indignilies upon thdr Pdi.lcnt, u he could no. o:h~wif~lIv("rt than b)' an inllAllt 
refignilotion of. hisOfficc anu of the Service, a Carc necdfary to be flrongly guatdlKf againft, 
as thl: tempt.ltions to force him 10 fuch a rdlgnalion are powerful in II body whore num. 
ber is f.l1:11I, and whore: flXceffion to tbe ar{\: roft in the Govtrnment is immutably 
Olted. • • 

• 
OUI' Honorable Employer. hue an undoubted righ~ to the :r.mnanc~ and advice of 

evrry Member of the ho.Ird, this t hey unnothavC'. unlcf. rach Member has an op· 
portunity of confidcring Ind dclihenuing on each ~eflion before it raITcs into an 
Ad- of thc Board, Sucb :10 opportumty C:!Jlnot be :tfcertailled to them without the 
c"inente of thi' Power. 

The ~ufin.rfs to be d.ifcuffed at each Meetin$ of the BoaN!. (except the cum'n t buli. 
IId~, whIch IS IIlways luppofed to be d:e firl\ In courfc of dlfplltch) ough: to be f"tci_ 
fied iu the fummons by which the Council is convened, and. withou ~ tht confcnt of each 
indil,jduJi Memtxr, bufincls not fpeclfied in the: fomlnons ClI,llrfot legally be entered 
upon; hut if :I Majority, flotwithl\ nding the rt'J.(ona'Jlene(s of the obJclt:ion, ~III pcr­
fill: (0 gu through with fuch bu(inefs, the only means of pl't.Yc:nting iUes~1 AC\s frum 
:!../Tuming the f.1OCi:ion of the Board, is. th t t hc Govern~r-Generu\, as Pre(iden t of the 
Affembly. fiull dirrolv~ the Meeting. This Power, llS he apprehends, it no more than 
'What I indJenlai (o~ :lnd univenallyeXetcifed by the: Mayor; or other Prelident, of 
c:vcry COl»Oration in England . . 

Th:1t thils Right, founded in rea(o'i! has been (uppomd by the immtmorial ur~gt of the 
(ormer Prtli2ency. and of all the P~fidencie, ctbblifllCd by the t lonorable Company 
to this dolY, I 2ppe,,1 to the. Confultarions of this and the other PreJideocie_ .. I appeal 
to the: Court 9f DirrCtors ? whether they have not ever underflood this to be the rule. 
That the Prefidents bilove ullivcrf3J1y the Right t'lf fummoning the Councils is Oot dif­
pUled. T hat they alone haft: that Po-cr. and thn chey h.ave a Power of dilTol~ing 
the Councils, iii equ311y cmJ.in. if thefe never yet was an in(lanCt' of any Council'. being 
either :dll:mhlc:d. or of their Meeting continued, in oppofition to L1,e authority ot the 
l'r~lid el'lt. 1 firmly bdi(ve that no fLteh innance did c:ver QCCIlt I if fuc:h ever did 
if'! tim GovcrlJrnent fina: the time in which I haye been acquainted with the S"r_ 
vice, that i, fim:e Ihe ycar 1749. it rna, be eaUly traced on the Records whieh are in 
Ihe pom·mon e ! che Hono~ble COUrt of Di~aor.,. and 1 am willing to Iruft to the 
Ufuc: uf fuch a lc:arell u dmfi(e of the ~clbon. 

That Ihr;: P!)Wer which I h.a'P'e defcribl:d hilS hern confirmed by the Cour~ of Di~ 
redon. j ::ppcJl t? the General lqRruftions of the HOllOrable Company, .written with 
the kno ..... l ell~t of t~e ex.CI"d~ of futh a Power, and not forbidding it, 

The Rialu lr.ing IftronJ.ble, and h:.ving uifrtd in and been exercifed by the Pretident • 

• 

• 

• 

of tbis Se~lt~"t, H as it btln abrogated by thc .'\B: of Parlja~c:nt f No, it has in 
C'xprtli ", .. ords bee:n con6rmed~ th~ 6rd Claufe of the An produced by the Gtndc:mcn 
of the Majority, thdUS"' wltb an attempt to explain it away, is dirc:B: in point to • . . . . 
JIrOn u. 

II The .. hak CiYiland Mi~tary Gtmtmm;Dt of ehe faid Prelldrncy, &c. thall, during 
• (ulih Eim( a. the Tt'rtltorilll AcquiRriont. and Revuues !hall rem2in in th; poffclTi"n' 
-. or dte raid (hIilt'd Cumpl/lj. ~. del ar. _reby veRed in che: faid Governor-Gent:­
.. ral .ud Council of tM (:lid .l'1'C'6c!eney pf Fort-WiIIi:l.m in Brng.1J, in lIk~ manner, 
" CO III ia:mus ancLpurpok:s ..... tfocvcr. as lbe Came now arc, or at allY lime heretofore 
0& miafi;r have been nerclf«l." tho PrdicSewu and CounciJ or Selefl ('Qrnttliace in 
II the: bid Kt.CilcNus.· z , • 

• 
• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• • 
J 91. Of {he Power cttill'lcd by tbe Governor·Gcneral to dilT"olve the Council. t 

• 

• 

The P6<t:trs a given in like m:lnn('~ to all iJ1tenu and purpofc:s. a~ (he fame now 
Art' , or 3t any time h'eretofore might h,lIVe be~ ('xe rdr~ by the l'refidcnt .n~ COllllell 
or Selt'tl CommiUt'r. Such II: Power \'Ia., herctMr.t'c cxerclted by lh$- Prefident> n f<lllows_ 
reddegdo rlnguJ.1 finguli!, that it ClUY be cxerdlld by t ~e Governor·GencraJ, w~o is fub· 
ftitum.l in his place. - l am:1I a lor, to Ii~d OUt why thl' Claufe f:ems II; the Gentlemen 
of the M~orily only to 6x and ,,!ct'rtain the t';II ttnt of the pow~s) . wh('n the wor~s 
plainly lind rxprcfsly· 9pply both [0 !he extent and the mode of exerclfing them. Their 
connnll9:ion is forced and unnatural. I Hd Ihe uginlture Incant to confine it to the 
extent only. they wOl,l ld hllve uf~ fewer word, :lOd by to:at meam h3.vl! conveyed 
their me.nin,y more clearly; • inne~ 01, " In like man net 3.5 the fame now are, or llett'.! 
.. tof~re .mIght have been e.erdfed," l~ey would have left OUt" In like mannert 
which plainly refer to Ihe mode of el'ncll'ing, :md hne {imply velled ruch Powers In 
the Governor-Gl'nenl and Council as were vdtcd in the "atrident and Council. They 
have not !xcn contented with ,'eA:ing the Governor~Genera l and COl.:ncil ",ith the Pow-
ers, but h:lve . ,,":Iled them in like nlano;r .as dley wcre heretofore t'xcrciled, 

• 

I \lnuernand it to be I rule of conftrwftion amongft Lawyers, Ihat in nil Ach of Par. 
liament, or Gr<lOll, every word, if it nn, conliLtcntly \~ith thc ge'ncrallenorof tht. 
ACt or Grallt,lhuul.\ have: an dlhfr given t~ it; and if pomble, that no words Ihoultl 
be rejeaed. By my connrutl:ion, rhe clen . lId obviool eO(& of all the words i, giv('n to 
them confitlenlly ",jlh the Act; by theodll:r, the word, " In like man nner," which arc 
cperative, arc tutally rcjeltecl. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

It is by nO mellns true, as is drertcd, that" aor Confiiwtion in Inuia h:'IIh been wllplly 
.. /Jew-moddled." -rt.c.fu bftantill opclJlion of the ACt: on the Conftitlltiun, has only 
betn 10 annihil:ltc the' Prdident and Coonej l :lppointed by thc BuiluJtity of the Honoru­
ble Company, and [0 trea, uy il's own atHhotity, a new onc limited 10 a leIS num· 
ber of Members in it's f't:ead, to give dUH nurfll>er a grutl!r permanency in their OBi. ~'5. 
~fld to fix It certlin (uetdlion 10 the: chief Office of Ihe Govern1ncnt, The \'(ry l:lme 
Powers, and no olhers, as far as they rdale to lhe government of this Settlement, :lre 
vefted in them, as we~ vdit'd in the Prelident and COllncil and SeleCt Committe,. 2net 
the mode of excrciflOg them is enaCled to be the (ame_ They fiill remain St:r'lI'nlH9 of 
the H(lnol'llble Compiny, lind ate rt'quin::d~' To pay due lJbtdiellce to all fueh Orders 
.. as they !hall rtcel1:":C' from the COUrt of Direfl:ors." 

The Honorable Comp2ny have conlldt"rtd the Coofiit1Jt~n no fon:her ahered, 15 is 
evident from the 39th Article of the In!\ruetioru, 10 which they treat the new Il! a 
continuation of the old, and clearly intend th~r Ih~ G1)vernrm:nr lholiid be 3dminillered 
as fOrll1l'fiy. Th~y exprc:(s1y dircti:, ,hal Ihe Goveroor~Gc.:OI:ral and CU\lncii n}all Rritl:!y 
atttnu. nbc lIlily to the ftanding Orden ,of the Company (ommulljeatc:d to tht:ir Prcfi­
deney of Vort- WiUiattl , but to 211 i'uc.;h Order$ and Inl\ruCi:ions at- the Covrt of Dire~t­
on have tranrmiued to the Covernor and Council, or the Sc-icfr Committet'. H ad 
they limply not altered their furmer Orden and I nnrtla:ion~ . I apprehe~ld thvfe Or­
cerS and Inlhullioos would have Deen the propc:r rules of action for fhe Governor. 
General and Council. 

The (ll11er Clauf~ ill t~; A,fr, ~ited by t~e lame Gt'ntlemen , ~ocs not, in my opinion_ 
a~r~Y to the. ~enJOn ; 1 har In. a\l ell!'" wl~atfocvtr! whert'l.n :loy dlitt: rcflce OJ op;­
.. ilion !hall anle upon any ~d\lon proprlfed In ROY Confultauon. the faid GO\'ernor­
.. General and Council !ha)l he bound and concluded by the opinrun :tnd dC:Clflon of 
.~ the major part oflhofe prcf(n~." This is no rnore than wOll ld bave bc~n implied 

• had II not Ucen el(prefr«l. It IS the hllv or alt Alfemblic:., C:XCl'pt Ihc.:re is an exprer. 
provifion to the t'onrraty, and no argll~ent un l'te cir;lWn (rom fhe LcgrOalilre rlmply 
t"Xpreffing thllt whlc~ would hal-I: bct-ll Implied. The reafon for introducing if fc:cms 10 
be t~~i.\I(, I nf\ lJIg VOl~C • • , All C4jt~," molt mean all Cales prupctly Wore the Board. 
anu ,w\lI~ h Ila~y have n right ,of ,lecJ(1IJ1g u,J>on. It cannot appl y to a ~Ienion con_ 
c"~Otnr; the, manner .~f cX'l:rcUing thc jJow~u, ,he ACt Il'aving before dClennined rhat 
point, tlUt It !ha!1 be In like m,mner. to :Ill Intents aud purPOrt S whatroever as Ihe flunr 
•• at the r:rl'le ot paffing the Act, were. or rpight hays: 'm-~ exereircd by the PJ't liden~ 
.. :and Counci l or Ihe &:Ied Cn~m;ttrt" It Cln give tht'm no right fO change Ibe Coo. 
flUutl or. of the COtlr,cil~ of.wh!ch .the Power'of dlROJving is. by the A t\': made a part. 
The ..... ur~s con llrl.lcd to the tenle ot t1.c Gen tlemen of the MaJority, would giYe a Po.'cr 

3 ~ • 
• • • • 

• 

• 



• • 

Of the p'ower claiJned by the Covernor~G 1'Iet:ll to diff'oNe the Coun~jl . ~g3 

In til~ M .. iNity of c"cluding Ill!: Go ... ~ro(Jr·G~nera l. or alJy i\.lu)~r of the Council, 
frv'n t:1 CIT Dtb.ltl!~, Ilnd C\'Cn frotn Ihe Ser~ict. 

If I h~\\'c proved rl'Iy Right to d ' 0 the Alremhly, it follows of courfe, that ' after :to 

Cr«l)urlln of j t by ~ (he renlA;ntng Mcmbers art no Ko:.t.~d; and confeqocntly, fuch 
A~h dOI1C by thtn. :IS require the authority of the Boord, are iilc-gaJ . • 

T h" Cafe Pilt~ of {he Governor.GeneT,11 a lo~e. or with one Me ber. oontinuing to fit af­
ter I hI: Majority OUlll be ot opinlolll thJI Ihe Councillhould.b~ di blvc:J, doc! not ftand on 
the (time rcafuns as my chim of diOulving it. · • , 

I :101 not apprize.d of an):' uf:l.ge concerning it, and therefore do not know that it hu 
been confirmed by the Alt,· SuCh a c)olim might pombly be conlidert'd as an aue.mpt l'O 

.ven in my fdf t!lol~ ,Jowers, which { think ille .lily claim~ :lnd mjuriouny .. xercifed by the 
M3jOrity, of con; II:ng the Member! to h3fiy decifiolls 01\ mlllteTS they have not been ~r· 
mined to eontkler. but the inconvenience would Jlot bt: rJ;mg~ I\lu\, fo r it would be in the 
j>'.hltr of (he Majori t)' who voted for the ditrQiution, by tonunuing to over.rule the 
f'oli nority. My dU Ill is to preycnt iUeg:t1 alb, /lot to ..-ntoree theili. 

• 

• 

vVlut ,he Gentlemen of the Majori ty have been pl.!aret! to advr:nee, concerning the 
Govcrnor·Gem:ral dilToiving lhe Council, when any bulintrs m~y con.c before it wlUch 
he 11):..11 nOt approvtt. and l)y that means !lopping all pubi ie bulinc!t , il an argument 
d rawn fro'1l the pomble abuli:: of the POWCf, nut the legal exert.Ji; lIi it. Thtre I1re no 
l>Owcrs which rna)' not be abt,red. but that is no argument ag(Pin~ the exil1:(ncc or pro- • 
pr~ty of t he [>owtr ; [he abllfe of the Power is illega l. I had not In c.:ontcmpluion the 
J~l}wers of the GO"c:rnors of tht American Coloniet when ( :l(f,.-rn;d l l li ~ dll im ; I ag,ee 
tlt::: re is no analogy ixt wt:"t'n thofe Confiitlhions and ,hi~; th,: GC'ntiemell might therefore 
Mile fp"rl:d themfelvtl tfle trouble of fUjJpoling aT .;umenUi for the purpofe of confuting 
lhem, u they were neyer mlirl:cd on or thouGht of by 1lIt'. 

1 a'll ,not apprized of any t nt1rufrions fent out by the Court of DireC\:on tending 
tlireltl)' or ind:reD.ty to countt'raCt the !:ttt: St.ltUIC', nnd thinL: it. al unbe(omms III 
unnecclluy to emu int.1 a di fClllTion, befo~ the Cafes happen, in what infhncC's obC':d,ence 
is, and in whae not, to be ~:tid LO r.Jy H onorahle Mallen. I h1lvc .the fame guide fot my 
conduct Ii~ the: Act of 1 arl i,1!llCnt as 1 had before, in\plidtly to obey all thei r lawfu l 
cQOImands. I have not ncdved. nor will prefume I th ., 11 rceeiv(: O rd C' n wh ich K may 
be lleccJT.,ry for me to ~ilfput('. 1 d'J not fee why the Gentlemen haye introd uced this into 
their Minute, t'xcept thelf d iligence hus found out. that the Right of diJl'o l llitu~ the Counc.:i l 
by the former J,Jrt litl cr,u hoU Il'S foundation in pofitlve Inf1:rlltl:inns i rom Ihe i I.(ltICtr:lble 
c..:Ou' t of Dir(~(JT'I , which 1 think highly prob:l.ble, though-I hav~ not t:mc to invcnlgittc 
j(; or bec;!ufe they eJl:pr8: .. from [h~ juftnefs or necdIity of the clainl,to recd yc 1 ntlrut\ Ions 
pofhiyely confi:rnltllg, it. and mean, by impoling fuch conf1:rufrion as (my thin:" fit upon 
lhe An, to give ij!JUle of th~ir in:cnuon to clt(obey them. 

That 1 haye be!."n plaCt"d at the head of the new AdminHhation I rhall eve r efteem the . 
ltighctl hnnor, as it Implics :I; maional approbation of nl! a:Juduct. I am told [hu tbe 
N ame ofGo.eroor.Genera l is a merc empty found; yet . eft(c-m it a title intended by the 
Lc:giO:m:n: to give ~hlitiona l dignity to my Statton; and <:,j\nnot be pcrfuJded that 
t he l):l.r!iamcnt, :I.t the inftant in which they approyed my COOIluct. and dignified my 
St:ltion~ if they did not mc-an to en lar:;e, Intendcti to abridge thofe Powers whtch my 
l'rede«lTors had ~njoy('d, which I was then 3CtlJaUy in potfc:lTi:.:m of, aoa whi£h at th is day 
arc c-xercifed by all the f'relidenu in the Sc:ttltnll:nu belonging [0 the. H onorabJe 
COi:llpany. -

• 
1 bavenevc-r alltr[~d that my }1N'f::nce iton all occ:tflOos neccAiry to conl1itute a Coun· 

ell. If by abrc:nce from th~ Prelid~cy by fi c ltnef~, or )tny other unavoidabJe . c:l.uf~. I 
01311 be unable myfelf ro attend.) l "wi/I,:l.3 has ~ereroforc b;:"t'n the praCtice:. e\'cr give 
IKI~.CC of it ro the Council affeniblcd by my orders, and the (,Idtft Member preft:nt w,1I 
of count (ake my pla.ccj and in Ihe COlfc of my 1cavillg tht Prdidel\cy. it iju bc:tn tbe rule ,. 

• 
• 

• • • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 
• 

• 
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184 or the Powcr claimed by the Governor-General to dlff'olvc the Councll. 

• 
to ddt:gate my Offi~ i~ form to the ntlt in fuccclTwn, on who.1l all the Rights of tt.~ 
Prdidcnt dt:vol~ of courfe. • 

.. (Sigrr:d) 

• 

< 

• • • 
• 

WARR EN , HA~TlNGS, . , 
ExtraCl: of Secret ConCul~ations, 

April, 1775 . 
Fort-William, 6th 

• • • 
• General Clavering, Coltmel MonCon, and Mr. Francis, 

• deliver jnto the Board. the following Minute, in 
confequence of that given in by the Gm'ernor- ' 
General at the lafi Council, and defire that Copies 

• of it may accompany his by the 1\nfon, and in 
Cypher overland. 

Minute from General-Clavering, Colonel Monfon, 
, • d • an Mr. Francis. 

Fort. William, 4th A.pril .. 1775 • 

• Gcatral CI&. I N laying ~fore the Boord our rtaCons for thinking,that the Ri~ht claimed, 3nd Powrr 
wrin"Colo- I.':xercifed by the Govanor-Gcneral, of diffolving tne Board at his plcafure, and ag:untt 
n~~~F{oll"thC' declared fcnfe of the Maiority, was ' illegal, we conlidertd the difference betwttn \1$ 

~nJ" Min~~' ftriltly as a ~eftion of pofuive Rjgh[ ~ and avoided entering into any narrative pr othcr 
M the Go-matter not i1nlt)(diatEiy necdbry for the determination of It, We tlu'refaTe objc'1!% tn 
"':nl or'~POW- th:at pan ofthc Governor-General's Minuteon this fubjeB:, in whick he departS from the 
~l~h~Qutllion of Jliehr. and ent~rs g~n~rllily into a ftate of thoVe Proceedings on both lhl~! . 

which, in his opinion, j uftify his refolving to ex~rcife th~ Right now in diTpme. Slippofing 
our condod: to have tx-en blameabl~ in any d~gree whatfoever, it will not convey :I. I'ower 
to the Governor·General wh,ich the Law has not a llow~d him; nor fhOll1d, in point of 
regularity, the Governor.G~ncral·s ilriCtul'Cs upoc .it be intrOOucrd i nto ,hc prt'r~1){ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

argumtnt. _ 

• • 
It appears to us, that the Opinion mailltained by the Govnnor·General 3mounu II) this 

conciufion; th::.t the Membeu of this Council navconly • dd,btrativ~ voice on fu.:h m:;l­
ltu or poinu ofbufil)('fs as [hall ~ laid before liS by him and that if ~ tnUr upon ~ny 
other bu{jn~fs, which he :nay deem offi:ofive to lumftl£' -or cnhCf'wife: irrtgular, he: may 
jmm~iaiely difmifs us . 
• 

If this conn-Naion of the Aa of P:lfliamtnt Ihall appear to be well fO(lndtd, the COUJI­
eil then becomes merely a Board of rc.fere:nc~, and che Goycrnor.Gcner&l in eKed: is 
abfolute:. · • 

With refpdl: to the Governor.General'lnpreltntation of our ronduCl. VIr Ratter our. 
{elves that [he Honorable Court of D ireCtors will not fufFcr their judgmcnt'o be influenced 
agltnft us _ ufl til they fet the whole fl ate of our Procttdings. u they are recorded in tbe 
Conrullations ftnt ho,!!c by the Anron. 

• 
• 

(S;gncd) • 

• • ...... t • 

J, c'UVERING • 
GEO, MONSON, 
P. FRANCIS. 

Ordered, that Copics be; prepared and tranf,!,ittm b, the Aaf'an and Om-Jalld 10 the 
Coun ef DIiUtora. 

3 ~ 1'xtr.1l 
• 



• I 

Of the Power claimed by the Covernor~General to diholve the Counc!.iJ. .r8S 

• 
• 

E xtraCl: of a Letter from the Court of DireCl:ors to the 
Govecnor. Generaf and Council 
dated .the 31 ft of J anuary, 1776. 

at Fort-W nliam, 

• 

• 
Par. 15' BY the Ship Anron we have received a" duplicate of your Secret J-,etter dated 

Ihe 29th of March, 1;75. and :'l Ifo your frpa.rlw: Minutes, dued Ilie 10t h of 
March, and 3d and ~ I h of April, rdative [Q a Po ..... er claimed by dlt: Govern::lr.Genc< 
ral of diffo!v;ns: Ihe CoJncil at his pleafurc, agalnft the declared fenfe of the major part-
of the Members prefcnr. • • • 

16. T he Anron having been obliged to put into I telllnd. we h:lYC not }'C'[ received 
your Book Packet. and confcquently the P rocttdings of the Majority, after the GovcrnoT4 
Gencr.u and M r. Barwe.11 nad withdrawn from the Bo:trd. Ire not befbre us. 

• 
17. The importance of the Quenion. Whether the Governor-General is legally empow_ 

ered to diffolve the Council at pleafure, contrary to the declared fenfe of Ihe Majority. is 
fo grear, that we have judged it p roper to {tile the Cllfe to fome of the moll: eminent 
L a:-"lyers in thi ~ .K:in~dom, and [0 have their Opinions, before we finally decide thereon I 
which Opinions we have 001 yer been able to obtain. But howevh the Q.uel\ion mar be 
determined relpelling the leg~l ity of the Powcr. We are C'learl~ of opinion, that Lt j,. 
highly improper that fuch a power, which may be luended with .he moll: fala l conre. 
quences, Ihould be exereifed by our Governor.General, or by any Prdidem of our Coun­
cil; anll therefore, t" pttvent funher inconvenience, and totlllly to fupprefs all claims 
of Ihis k ind ·in tuture, it is our expre!s Command, that no Meeting of our Council 
( the Memhers having been dul), (ummoned) fhan be diffolved. or adjournt'd. by the olU. 
thority of our Governor·General, or of any Prefident for the time bdng, wi thout Ihe 
(Onrent of a Majority of Members prefcnt at tvery fu ch Meeting of our laid Council • 

• 
18. And if it (hall hereafter happen that the Governor.Genna1, or any Member or Mem. 

})eon of Council. not being a MOljority. Ihall think proper to withdraw from the Council 
Board, and lea ve-a Majority of the whole Council fin ing . and if fu ch Majority {hall be 
of opinion, Ihat it may be neceRary, and for the good of our Service. to proceed 10 the 
di(patch of public buliner~ , we hereby direa. that they continue to fit fo long (and to 
adjourn from time to timt) 35 they {hall think it requilite and for our interen fa to do. 
and that Ibdr Mmutes. RtfolutiollS, and Proceedings Ihalltw: rcctn ded in the fame Book. 
and form as would have been the calc if no Member tlad withdrawn. 

'9. It is our (urther Command, that all Orden which Ihall be ilTued by (uch Majority. 
fo ::dlembled tn Council, as awrcfaid. 10 any of our Selvanu in Bengal, Civil or Military, 
be implicitly obeyed, in thc fllme manner, 10 all intents and purpofes, as though fuch 
Orric:rs had beta :mthori(ed and figned by all the Members of OUt faid Coun~il. • 

• 

• 

• 
• • • 

A •• At 
,. • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
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• 

• 
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• 

-
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186 O f the Power c1~m~d by the Cove rnor-GenerJ.l to difTohe the Council. 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• . 
A t a Court of OireCl:ors held on Vl ednefday the 7th 

• February, 1776 . 
• • 

• • 
Nathaniel Smitlt, .Efquire. delivered in the following D.ilTent, VIZ • 

• 
To the J-lonorablc. tbe CO U R T of D 1 R E ~ TOR S. 

• 
G E 'N T L E MEN, 

· " -A P PRE HEN S t V E 1111: Direaors Power alone, un~r't' the lacc rdl:riaivt Afr. 
.. WLII nor,. "C found competent to c'ont roul d:c: Supreme Council in the Mode of • 
.. C'x crcifi~b n's executive Author~ ( }:. by any pofitive injunctions they fh3~1 give to dircfr 
.. the AdJOu~nment of the Count;,l l In fUlJ.lre i and as gr(~t doubts do eVLdently .rife on 
.. the intention of the LegiOalUre, rcr~aing the man ne r by .... hieh the (aid Council fi ndl 

. .. from time to tim'c become adjourned, and which will appear from the Dirc8.ors own 
.. confdlion in the L r tteT lately fent to Ben gal j" 

" Ami U \'t'ry fa tal confequenct's :.re hkely [0 cnfue lhouJd the DireCtions given by 
" this COUrt all the Mode of Adjournmrnt in ftl lure be dermt'd illegal, or Ihould the 
.. Coun's AUthoriry tV prercribe [0 the Council on the elCecution of their Power be dif 
.< pu[C:d by them j" • • 

• 

• 

• 

" For thefe rtafons, T ddire to enter my Diffcnt aga.inft thn part of the Letter to Br n­
" ~al , of the 310: of J lnuary, ' 776, which rdares to fo conlrqut'nriai a fiep taken by the 
" Court undcr it's own authoritr, as t hat of venturing to drcic1e: upon a point not clearly 
.. defcribed b)' the: Atl. and which D«ifion mull fo mat('fially affett a Conftitut!oll 
.. given by the Lt'gill ature to the Supreme Power in IndiB; nor can the Gilvernor-Gene: _ 
.. ral :lr.d Council be juftified in paying obedience to your OHkrs, I apprrhcnd, [houlrl 
h fueh Ordcri be interprcted a.s contradiCtory to the ACt of Parliament under whiCh they 
" atc tfill.blifhed." c . '. 

• 
.. Eail.l ndia Haufe. 

" .ltebruary 7th. 1776. 

, 

U I am, 

U Genlleme:n, 

" with fcfprCt, 

.. Your moft obedient • 

.. humblc Scrv.:l.Itt, 
• 

" NATH L. SMIT H ." 

• 

At a Court of 'OireCl:ors held on \Vedncfday the 20th 
• • • M arch, I n 6 . 

• 

'I HE Opinions of th~ Attornt )' .~eM'ral. Mr. Wallace. 3~d Mr. Ounnins:. 
vern')r·CcneraJ ta .• InS; upon htmfdf l U dJlI"olve the Cqyntit, were rcOld. 

• • 

• • 
• 

• 

on the Go-

C AS E. 

• 



• • 
or the Power claimed by the Governor-General to dilfo!vc the Council. 

" 
• 

• • 

c • A S ' E. • 
• • 

• 

BE FOR E .the· ACt of Parliament of the 13th yeu of the reign of' Hi, prefent M:i­
jd\y, for. regulati ng the AffJir5 of the Eaft- India Company, the ,"omp:l ny's Affui,. 

ltt Beng'oll were.managt'd by a Prdidcnt and [wdve otht"r palons, who wcr~c31kd :1 Prdi. 
dent and Council, whofe Commiffions Were to the fdl.lowing cili-a, viz. ' .' 

• 

The Comp:my repotinG efp<'ci:!1 lrun- and confidence in rhe fincl;tr. prudcn~. junice, Rw all 0 
and c.ITcUlnlpdlion of A. h!vc made, conftitutcd, &c. the (aid A. to be Prdidcnt and G Cl- Conuniffiol1 
vel'nor of ilod fo r all lhc raid COmp'ilnY '$ AffailiS in the Bay of Htnga l. :lnd plher the PlJces ufU.U)"gf;4nt­

;nd Provinces.lher.;:u~lto bel?n~ing in the !?aft-Indies; and ,al(o ~o ~c Governor :lnd COQl- n!:~tt~~~·te. 
Olandtr in Clutf of Fort. Wilham, and all the T ow ns and rl!rrttOrles thercto txlongmg, Councilor 
Gnd of 311 the Forts, Faa-ories, and Settll!ments. Land s, t erritories, Countries, lind Jurii' .. Denali. 
d illions belong;n"" to tht Company within the Sub:ahfhip of Bengal, lind of a\1 the Forces 
whidl we~. or m~ght be employed for the Service of fa:d Company , in raid Forn, Towns. • 
and Places, and to txccutl! all Powers thercto :'1ppcnaining, by Order of the Court of 
D irl'etors, :lnd [0 continue fame during their plcafure. And to the cnd IJid A. may be 
better eoablt:J to ordcr and nMnage d1C Aff.tirs 01 fllid Compal1Y, riley lonftitutcd and 
o u.b.int1d B. C. and I). &c. (naming the twelve pcrfon~ at tbe Council) to be Council 
of Fort-Wi lti ... m, for go.verning and, managing a~ l the faid Com,plllll" ~Jfairs in Bcngnl , 
and the Placa and Provlllccs belonging to the f.11d Company as aford!ud; and ~he laid • 
Company did thcreby grant unto inc laid Prelident and Governor a:'ld Counci l afon-­
named, or thr. m:~or part of them, (tht: Co,lncil being duly fummoned) full Power [0 rule 
and gov~rn all the ConlPany'9 FaCl:ors and Serv:tnt5 under faid Prdidency. and all tht: 
Soldlt'rs and Inhabitants of Fort-Willi:u:n, and all the Towns arid Territories thereto be~ 
Jonging, and all the Fom, FaCtories. and Setdenlents. L ands, T('f rito;ie~. Countries, 
and J urifdTC~·ions belonging to [hI! Company within the SUbahihip or Bengal; and 10 de! 
all fu choOther :laS :LOd things. and txercire all fuch other l'owers and Aurborities as f.tid 
Prdident and Governor and his COllnci l, in their rtfpc8:ive Pbces .,vhere the faid Com­
p :my had. or Inouhl h:lVC FaCtoric$ or Pl aces of Trade, Wl're authorif," to do, according 
t o fucn l nflruaions as faid Prclidcnr and Council Inould receive under the hands of 
thirteen or more of the COUrt of Dirtdors of the (.tid Company. 

Befid::s the above gener .. 1 Commiffion, the Conlpany for a great many yci'tn back have 
had a Committee at lkng.tl, which l'hey call a Sddt Comrnittre, conhfiing of the Pr~fi. 
dent and fame ot Ihe Council, tht: number of whORl vark-d at dlrrellCnt t'mes, LI~l' Com­
mlt1:cc: he:ing fomctinle:5 compofed of only three. at othe:f times fuur. five, or fix pet­
fans. TI>l. forI! c;lufi:: for apJXliming this Commince was thc troubles of the Comp:!IlY 
in Bcngal in tbe yedr 1754 ; and :If that time Ihe ubjt'th of [he Committee were, 10 trrat 
with ,bC' Count, y P'.lweu, and .neguti.ale lud l matters with them as wereot a more- fecret 
81.J conJiJ"ntlal nature ,h;tn were p rop;:r to be immediately communicatcd to th.e whole 
C~ul\cil. • 

, Afterwuth, whell the Comp3ny gOt into a fuppor«l fiate of pro(perity. antlll~rir Strvanu 
were fuppof\;d 10 h ;t ¢ bl't-n gu.hy of grcat :lbures of tileir powtr, this Cummitte:e wa~ 
aUUlUri ed to ('nquire: into and COff t'Ct: fuch abufes. - Thi! to:1Hnit[~e W:lS frO 'H t ime 
to In;nr. appoinu:d uy Lctter~ figne:.! by thirtttn or more of the (OUrt of ))irrCton 
without any fo~mll COnlllliffion; and fom~irr.es thc SeleCt Con ,juee hold power tv 
detrrm inc. "nd carry th!.'ir J~doill t ions imu executiOn, and at other timl's thry lVere: only 
to ddiber;"re and propafe matters to the Prefidcn! and ClJuncil, who V.er~ tu dec\de 
(herton. 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

F or the better m~nagem~nt of the fa:d Unile,1 Comp:1ny's t\W ... in in Indill, it WAS 13th G~, 
cnach:-d_ tbat for tbe GovCT!lment' of the f? rrlidency at Pon·WilIiam ir. Cer.T;3I, Ihac I.t' . C.p, 6,. 
lhoull1 be appointed a Govcrnor=telltr.ll and f~r Coun(dlors. 2nd tllltt the wlf<.lc: Civil :.ca 7' 
and Mili tary Go\'(:tnn;tnt of aU t :lt TeTltorriJI Acqullitions lind Revenues ill tJll Kin:;,tloml 

W 

• • • 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
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188 Qftht PO\\'rr ch1mrd by the Govrrnor-G .. nt>r.,] to di!folltc th: Couocil. 

• 

Sr..<t. I. 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
of Ikngal, B;ihar, and Orin. J11oul:l, during (uch time :l~ the T erri torial Acquilition, 
and Revenues 1h",lld remain in the pOffc:llion of (~e ClUJ Urutc« Company, be. and 
wtn.: lhe~by vdted in the laid ~ovtmor-~ener~ 1 fnd Council o~' the raid Prdidcncy 
of Fort · Willi:l:n in Bt"ng::.I, In ' the hkc ,manner, to all. Jntenu and purp?~t's 
whalf~: ... ('r, :15 the fa me then were, or at allY tI theretofore mIght have been excrcllc:d 
by the l'rdirltnt and Council, or Sdc:Cl: COmij1 jtt(.~, in the faiq King4oms . . 

• • 
It was enlld.<'d. that in all Cafes y,hatfotvt'f, wherein any differenc.'t: qf opinion /hould 

a~ite upon :l:n)' QudHon propofrti in any Confultali?ll. the (aid . Go"ern~r-Gcn~al and 
COl1ncil th:mld h:- boutu.! ':l.!liJ c()Olcludrd by tiM:' OPII1\OIl IWtl urcilion of the: ITI3.Jor part 
of thOle ·prcknt· and if It fhoulll l.ap,F.". that by the: de::!.th or remo,,:!.l, or hy the 
abft'n£e 01 :!.ny ortht Membtrs of the ~Id Coullcil, ruch G c.l'lcrnor-Ge:neral :!.m\ Counc il 
(h:)uid h\l ppc:n to be equ <l lly tll~ kkd, t~n. and in every fuch Cafe, the faid Governor_ 
General, or, in his ablc:flct' , the elden COllnfdior pref(nt, "hiuld have a cafting voice, 
~nd his (jpjniOl~ fnQuld be decl fl\le and . conciufillc . 

• • 
By another Claufe in the :'ft, the Governor-Gtnrral and Council wert din'lied 10 

obferve arul obt-y luch Orders as thry· fhould recc:ivc: from the D ireaors of the: fa id 
Cvmpilny. • 

It W:l5 ehaaed, that all and every the Rights. I ntl'refts, Powen. Priv ileges, and 
A u.; horides, which wrre rhen ,'e:fit-d in the faid UniTrd Company of Merchants mllling 
l() II! :.- El rt:- l ndi(·~. ~nd which were nor thereby exprefdy taken away, altered. or varie,!. 
fh C'U ld remain to. Vld ContInue in the {aid Company, ill as full and ample:1 m:1nncr. 
[oJ J.!I intents and purpofes wh:1tfoevcr as if th:1t ACt h:1d never been m:1de • 

Purfu~nt to the above Aa of £?arliament. the COUrt of DireCtors of the {aid Company 
g;lve f("veral O rders in writing to the fai(r Governor·General 3nd CounCIl; an)Qngft: 
which was an Order, thu [bey lhould dTemble in Council twice tn every'Veck. to which 
Aflcmbiies each of the Council wire to be duly fummoned. 

The c:;onfhnt uf3ge of the Compan y has been, :1[ all thei r Prtfidt"nciuj for the 
PreJHlc:nl to fum tnop the other M~mbers of the Council 10 n~et together in Council 
on (uch dart. and at fu th huUfs, as he thoug ht proper; and if either bullnefs or 
plealure requ itt:d the Prefl~{ent's abfence from rhe $eulcmt"Ilt. ht always delegated this 
I'ow!!r to the pt!rfon ntxt in rank to himftlf. This uf4ge has bttn purlbed by the 
GOvernor·General anJ Council. 

Various difputts have h~ppened between the' Governor-General :l.nd Council:1t 
Rtng:d in their Afft-Pcnblrc:s 0,". Mectillgs to tr:l/IfaCl:. the bufinef. of the Company; .and 
fhody bt'fort the laft D i(patcht's Clme from thence, 3. Queflion bei ng propo(cd by 
the I\hjority of tnt CounCIl, wh~ch the Governor_General dlfapproved. as Improper 
to be brought btfore [hcm a~ a Board. and thry (the M ajority) inllfling to bnng 
it on, the Govt:rnOr 6ent:1 a1 dedJ.t6:l the Council diffv l v~d. and th;reupon he and 
the Member who agreed W'ltlr him in opinion, (jllitte<l the Council »o:lrd, and ld-[ the 

.Majority IItting. who proceeded in the bufinrfs till Y had propared, infifling that it 
wa~ a Itgae 8\l .. r,1; (or that (as they contt:ndt:d) the Governor-General had no pown 
to d)lfolve them, but that aftenhe Counoil wrre reg ularlyafrembled. they could not be 
difch!rgt'd without the ,(onfent of the Majority. .. 

The {arne conduc9. wu held twice afterwards on ~Iefl:ions rtla~ng to [he fame 
.buflllcfs . 

• • 
The Governor-General . and Cou!lcil have fignc:d :1 joint Letter, rc-quefbnq the 

(It'Clfion of ..the Court of Dlfel'lors rtli>t:~ng Iht Goverl\Or-Genen)'s power of diJTolving 
a Cuul}(;i) at hh pli::lfure. -

• 
• 

E:ach of the parties ":ave entem{ their tt'3fons and argument$ upon the point 1/1 

their Confuiution Mook. which are as folld ..... 5; 

5 T h, 
• 

• 



• 

. I 
to the 
in fltt " 

the 
which 

the r~m. 
pref~n(e of the 

AllCmblY. and conre. 
il&'~blj .larly conv;nc:d. 

" a provllion. in care the 
abfUce of the Governor· 

• 

• 
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• 
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I 
• Govenror-Gc:neral's Add reC,.. to the Court of DireCtors 

, Mr. Sayer's Opinion. t 
• 

) • • 
• 

• · T HE Civil Government being vd1:ed in the: GOl'c:rnor aDd Council, in like manner, 
ane. to all purpofcs, :l.S it W:l5 e"er~ired befor~ b>' [he Pn:fidcllt :and ~.ouncil .or St;­

lea Committee. the, Prdi(!cnt :klways lffucd Or ordered Summons fo{ the Met' tlng of 
the Counci l, and it thouJ~l fc.:m Ihn the Council cannm kgaUy meet \\III thou[ (ueh Suni· 
mons. The Meeting of the Counci l depends on the plcafurc of the Governor, and I think 
the duration of it mtlfr do fo tOO; bUI it wu as great a crime 10 diiTolve the Council upon 

V 
bare and fioiner motives. 3$ it wuuld be to all"ume the Power of dilfolving if he had i[ 
nOt. J bdi/j,ve he it the firft GOl'crn1>r ~hat c.ver diCiolved a Council enquiring iOlo his 
Ixh:aviour when he was innocent. Before he could rummon three Councils :and dilTolve 

.. them, he had time fully to confider what would be: the refu lt of (uch condua, to convince 
' every body beyond a doubt of his c.onfcious guilt. • . 1 

'. , e 

• C. SAYER. 

• 
• • 

, 

, 

7th January, I nG. • 

Governor-GeNeral's Addrefs to the Court of Direc­
tors, by the Ship Anfon, dated at Fort-William, 
the 25th of March, 177 5; "receiv.ed in. London the 
1ft of J anuary, 1776. 

HONORAIILt SIR S •• 

I H A V E the: honor to fr nd you a triplicate: afmy Addrefs afthe: l oth of J an uary, a 
duplicate: of my !:aft, and Obfervations on tht' Minuees fent by the Gendemen of the 

Majority to your 1 Jonorable Court with the laft Di lpatches. 

The various antI accumu!:aterl attacks which have been'made upon me by my Adverfarici 
exceed my abilities, and ~IC narrow compaCs of my timt', to repell them by that circum •• 
ilautial mode of defence which I kave: made u fe of in my former Addrdfet . 

I bcft kave to recall to your auentiPn the original points of conuo\Crfy which formed 
the fubJec1s of our hrft .Appeals; there were, on their part" n condemnatiorf of the Ho~ 
hilla War, a jullificlilion ot their Hefolutions fo r' the recall of the Brigadc, and thc:difmi(. 
lion of my !"ubllc Agent from :lis appointment at the COUrt of the V:zier Sl~ab Dow. 
lu; a.nd on min:, a vindication of that War, :lnd a prorcftation againfi thdr Hrfolutions. 

Not tr\lfiin~ to their Il:rength on this ground, they ihifted the (cene d o the Tn:.uy of 
Bcnar:ts, which tbey endeavoured to decry, and I h:tve defcndc:d. , 

Their ntxt attack was en the mlln:tf;ement of your ColleCl.ions :lnd F inances t thofe were 
rep'rcfenled 15 in a fiatt of irretrievable ruin, and thefc exhaufted; with what trllth )'OU 
wil)juugc fronl{~tb, which fuptrrcue all~ Rrguments. 

On .all thrfe p ... ints J l;ave (ully replied, anu. It refts wi:h YOQ to determine on the junkc 
or thel T aCCU]ktlons :lnd of.nlY dc/eoce ; nclther mv Judgme:H nor my conrcic!'lcc wiH 
allow me: Jor a,momellt tt.I fear lor the ilTue of ,our d(d~on.. • • 

To this pcrioo the (:onteil:s between th~ Majority and me WCrt confined to rubjech of a 
publiC Ila:un:, althou~h m~ condufr and charaCl.er, my credit at hmne, and my inflUt' llcc 
here, we're the ult:t'n:ne obJech of them. Perh:lp$ even thefe rttrufpedions were foreign 

, 
, 3 r",m 



I 

• • 
by the Ship AnCon, dAted the 25th of March. 11775. 

from'the ddign of the LegiBature in the conAitution of this new Government, invenctl 
with rllch extended " Powers. and :t Charge of fueh "aft impomnet'. Hf the BriciA) State. I 
have long ago in my ' Ll'lIcr to [ he Honourable ' Court of Diretl-ors, dated the 11th 
(November. 1773) offi.:rro to you my opinion oftheirdfclb, at a time when it WJ.S im· 
pOmble for me to forefee the prefe~ · ocealion for the application of it. ' • . . - . . 

T he firfi A'as.o' the MAjority manifealy Jhew, thllt ,htir aim W3,<; either, by continu3 1 
provocalion~ to ,in ICC me: to throw up my Seat. and leave them the fole uncontrolled, 
Matter, or this valuabk: State, or, by annihilating my prefent inAuenq . to render me a 
cypher in it; : nd. by mifreprefenting the meafuresof my fo, mer 3.Hminillra(jon, as univcr· 
fally lending. and even fyfiemarically calculated fo r- ,he ruin of your intel'C' S lInJ the 
nalion1l honor in this Country. to effeCt: my removal by a fuperior and legal aut ori'ty, 

The ruling principle anc. fpting of all their aaions is fairly, but rather unguardedl: 
expbint:d in their firll: Letter of Appeal, in thr.declaration. "Thllt the jultifintion of thm 
# ' conduCt muO: of neee/lit)' carry with it,and could only be fupportrd by a n rong and deli· 
.. berate ccnfureofthe precedmgAclminiftradon," I have .:.dmittcd the truth ofthisPropo_ 
fition, in the application of it tQ fueh of their n!'eafures -as arc diret1ly contraditlory of 
Ihofc of the preccdin~Admini£l:r3.tion, but I will not allow it to be either j !ln or f!lir applied 

, to mC:lfures With whIch thefe have no relation ; but it in powerful though trire.poliey. 
to which the unthinking part of rhe world have tOO often bt'tn the dupe5; to ruch lct 

.them addrtfs themfdves; I truft that my Caufe will be decided by oth!:'r Judges, 

• 

• 

The fubfequent tranf;!C't:ions h;!ve not even the pretext of a public objtfl, but :lfe 
d irrtl. lyand openly levelled at myfdf, 'I he ground is poPlll:1r. ~tI -..: .leul.u:d to the 
temper of the times; and wh3ttYer be the ifrue of lhem, thcrt art thouf.ll1d. un ""hom the _ 
ban: Allegalions will file: a!l indelible impn:ffion , 

• 

• 

• 

On the :~:)[h inn-ant, an EnglHh u-m:-, t ont:tiningEngli!b Accounts. wa~ brought co SecA 
the B03rd, In the name . f the Ihnny oi Burdwan,t by a Servant of Mr. Joft'ph Fowke. L NPptrl• 
charsing me p=r(onal ly with having: received the Sum of 15.0v0 !lupt'es l\S a hcfcllt {rom D. ~nd;5 ~ . 
Dewan Bridjoo KillIOrt: Roy. ' 

On the next day a weightier Charge W.l~ deli\'c:ed to [he Board. in the Pllblic Depart­
mtnt,through the hands of Mr. Francis,; from Mana Raj:th NUNPCO IAR,tof variom Pre- t Sft:Ap~n . 
(t'nts having qtcn received by 11'11.' , which. on the molt probJl>lc dlim;HiGQ of the indefinite ~ ~ /1.0. H · 
Sums, .dded [0 thofe which are parucularly fPCCLfiai. muil have amounled to many 
ulillion! of Ruptts. . 

The Proceedings of the Board, and of the Majority cominued by their own illichori ry. on 
t hofe Accufalions,will be:: found lit br~ in the Conruitalions of the I .. th, I lIh, 14111, ami 
17tll infiant in the Revenue Drpartment, and of the I I(h, , }th, lind 20th in the PuLEr. 
Depanment, J beg kave to refcr to thefe Records, as I think it nect<G'ary th:lt }Oll thould 
have the mcfi. complete as \\Iell af the mafr audll,' ntic in~ ;jtion ot' the fubjelt 

Thofe rtlnting to the Allegations of R. ajah NVNDCOMAIl h:lve bet'n committed to the 
hands of yoyr Attot'ncy, f() r Ihe purpofe of commencing: a Suit at Law againfi: m~ In the 
n.1nle of I he Comp;!ny, for tht recovery of the Sumlt faid to have been reCeIved by me from ' 
Munny Be"um i n tht: year li7l i I rc:Jcrve my ddencc fQr the r.101e channel, n~t chuling 
to give myQ Acivufaries an advantagc by anticipating it. nor to bcl~ak your prcmature: 
judgment on a Cllure ~us dependin", 1 tlo not mean to rdbifr r~ yrc:lf fuldy to thIS mode 
of d'dcnClcl iet the Law have. it's efi"ea., Jlnd I am willing. ai1>1 null be proud to (ubm;( all 
my nanfaCl:ions, of what nUl1(e foever. to your jullice, in any Wily or f/irm which you flail 
prcfcribc. In tht! nle~n time I beg that you will fufprnd ,'our opinion upon my eon~lua. 
except on Ihof~ p:li'« of;t nn whil;h ","U h;tve eomplctclmateri"ls '0 decide. and f O whiQoh 
your urlitfl: dccHio.:! is required; in this J~c!lion the conduCt: of my OppOnents mull 
nttdf.:rily be involved. • 

A combined and <kclaml JYl'aiority of the Council have ftood fortll as my Ac. u{er*j 1 
al'pt'III, for the truth of this afrcnion, to.the whol~ tenor of their conduct- Iinc.e their :.&rriv31 
in thi.3 Country, and to ttfe undoubted evjcknct'" which ap~a.r on Ihe public HecorJ& of 
the Jaft fiftl!<'n ddY! Conflllt"riofls, that thcfe G;nll~n'lt:n arc ,I!t:mlelves tlarue., jf not th,. 
i'rincipab. as in my he;lrt t tr.lieve them to be, :md fuch the worltl efkem th::m, and the-

Ranny 

• 

• • 
f 51'\: r.~r, Frua,,', t.xp!~":;lIion e( Ihi.. rircUllft:l.llet. j. hit MI'rIlIlC, ca.t.:d :Ift Mlrch, 'i75, ;!lInaed to ,r.c 

M)III1~ ofLhe W.jori11 r«'<' i~J hllhC' Sl.:p Anliln , _ 

• • 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
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Governor-Gen.eral's AddreC, to the Court of DireCtors . 

Ranny Qf Burdwan and Raj.lh NUHOCOMU liltle mon:: (han Inl1"rUillenu 
Agents in the Acct/ ... tiolls preferred by thc:m 2gainfl. me. • 

• 
Whether conGdered lIS 

I difcpim tpcir Kigh l to 
fhoula any conwderatlun 
miliat ion. 

• 
my AcetlCclt, or as joint Mcmbcl'I of the Adminirlration. 
clct~ thcmfdvcs lolO a T ribunal to uy mr rond uB, nor 
plcvail upon Ole '9 fu'Ojclt: myfclf to fuch 11 (tate of bu-, , 

• 
As little do I judge it cooMent _ lth my 0"" honor or yo~r inte:'cll. to ru8"er 

the firll: Men'!x1.' of (,hh Sta~ (0 be perronally Irraigned at The: Council Board, and 
txpor~ 10 the infolcncc and' calu'tlnin of a mitrrcanl like: NVl'ltlcOMAa. Had rhe Ma­
jority ', bc-on difpofcd to a('crpr of 111)' propofinon. of appointing, a CQmmim~ for pr().o' 
fccuting their enquiries either into [hefe or th~ Ran ny's Alkgltlons. they might have' 
obtained the fame knowlC'd~e, and all the fa liEfaClion in this way . that ther .could have' 
rwptdltd (rom an mquilhion taken by Ih~ Board at I lIr~ ; th~ l r PrO«edJn£,1 would 
h:1\'t h:ld the. {p~.:H;lnCe :11 leaft of r~gtlarity, and my cr~dit would hive been Ic~ 
:!.ifeCltd by them, The only poinr whil;h they could polli.bJy .sain by perlini"g ill 
bringIng (ueh a fubjelt bdor~ th~ Bqard. was to gain II public ulumph over me, and 
to e"po(~ my P.late and·, Perfon to inful! . 

R~dut'ed to this e"ltre mity. and fupporled only by a ringle Member of the Board • 
.... hofe behaviour and reifonlngs on this occafion will, I truA, do hi m l:onor in y04t 
ryes. although they availed but little a~ainft a precombmed Refolutiol1, I had no 
alternative'" left , bu t to yield to the indigmri~s offered me. w to make ulC ot rhe au· 
thOl lty, whIch the andt'nt and unrepealed Connitution of your Service h:u yelled in 
the " rerident of'Y6llf Council. to dccl.ue the Mtc:ting ditrolvrd. My Dt'c1ar:l(ion ' had 
no dfdt with In(nl. 'nar did I t'xprEt it wouhl, I e refls with YOII to determine. 
whttht:r, in th; ~ inftal)ct'.1 ufurped (or, to (peak more pro~rly, arrerft"d) a Privilege to which 
J had no la.wful cI.1im; or whether I am ~uni6cd by the ancient and invari;s:blc puc. 
tic: ot thc: Strvite. and by the nteeffity of thC' cafe, in tha~ Refohl tion. This point 
'<lin dt:batrd .nd {Llily dircul1"'o in the nt'Xt d~)"s Cotlfuhalion at the Re\'enu~ Board, and. 
vi courfe I.ktermil'ed by the: M~jority in fa vour of the praCtice which they had already be- • 
glln. 1 cannot add any Argument to thofe which appeu in my M;nut~! upon th is Q...uellioll~ 
to prove the k{pluy of o'y claim; 1 truft they will be foood concl ufiY~ ill POlOt 
of lift. and am C(lnfiGt:nt Ih:u the rearon.bitnefs of this Power. ~nd it'~ necem!y in. 
variO'U, cafes. ",ill n(lt efclpt your penetradon. Without it, a prey ailing Fad:ion in the 
Council might have it in their power. at any ti me, to !teal in and obtrude bufint'rs 
on fh~ Board lor which the other Members were unprt:PJ r~d. and the, would 
h:lve opportunilies of impo(jn~ (uch indignities upon thdr Prdident, 2S he ~ould only 
al'crt by a relignatiQn of hIS Office aod of the Service. In fuch C!\r~s . the ortl, 
rcm~dy (("enn tu lx-. that the POwer which fummoor-d the Me~ting lhould diffulve 
it) and this furtiy" could not ~ more propt'rly excreifed than In the prcfem inUantt. 
whtn not only new mJttC'r ".a ~ ~lu~mptC'd to be introduced, foreign from t~ declared 
purpofe of e ~dliJlg Ihe Mcttinlt. but even a pc-rfon~1 ind ignity 4nd wanton triumphovcr nl, 
weaknefs in the AJ~l inlnr .. ,i ere ptC'plTc:d for me. 

My AdYerfu;C's "il) doubtlrCs alledge. tbat Whio,C',;er " u Ih~ ConRirutioa for. 
m('dy -in thit rc:fpctt. f\leh :.I "rivil~ge dOC's not now t XIfl-. I h.v~ ca~fuJly c:IImi. 
m'd \hi~ ppinr. J find no alteration cxprrtTcd in the Act of Parliament. in refpdl: (0 
the ~OWtrs uf t be inu:r.nal Conllitution Gf the Cou~C"it. except one [jDlle point, naOlel" 
~hJt In the old C~1UnciJ lhe fid t Member was IIJ\tod l'refKk~. I Title fpecI6call, 
u\clod ll"l(!: 111m in the nLlm'?tr uf the C?unc.il. and affignin, him only the firl Seat iD 
It; :lnd In the ntw EftJbllfomc/lt he It dl(Z.nlfled by a hIgher and ucluli'fe Tide. 
lind in a nllnner 'rcparatcd from the olher Membeuo How far thI: wifdom of the 
J .A:giOJttlre meJnt by thl ' dil\il~aion to l'Xtend \bt" Privikaes of the Chief of tbit 
(5:o\'crn .. tf'lr. i.s not fur me at p"dcnt to c:nquirf\ but furd, it i. c:ondufin II to 
thdr intc:ntion r,f ne-ilher diminilhing nor aurosaring the inheftont Rip .. of the for. 
nler Chids, ullld~ fpcci.llly tllkt"n aw.I" by otht'r Cr,ufct of ,he Afh "OcGdc .. I eYeD 
flnd in the Aft ilfclt" a pofillve D:cb.r,nion. th.1.t dw Riafn. of the GO'I'C'nKII".Qrepr.. 
rJI itnr! Council Ih:l!' remain 10 them: in l , k~ mannc:r, to IU intents ud purpofa. .. 
t hey were af any time belort cl(.trcaird by ~t PreLi.lenti uti CowIcib. I ma, UT 
in this cunll ruBion. aud luffer a ftlbjcC'i tw ocarly allied 10 "'1 t«liRSI 10 imP'*' 

j -

• • • • 
• 



t 

by the Ship An(on, dated the 25 th of l\.f:..rch, '775' • • 

cn my j udgmtnt, but I am confidem, wh.l:.cver may be the: Opinion '.1$ to the Righ t, 
that with you, Gefltlcmcn, and With aU wife and mO(Je:rJte men, nothing w,1I jI.,m. 
f1 the inte:mpe:rarict ,of m)' OpP<Jnent!. who compdkd me, b)' Q\'ery circumltanct uf 
uiclefl and indecent pro \loc:uion, to fly to fuch an cl>pedit:nr, :lS the only m:Jns of 
favioG me from perConal iof"Ic. • 

• ., . -
You will t)bferv~ the attt'"mpn thl t h3ve been- refXMedly maue by the M lljority 

to compt'l the o::r , u:ndance of my two princip:"I J Ser".~nts beforc t"tIem. in this inftance 
alfo 1 pr,fulnt: to~ffirm, that they h:I.Ve 1I.'led without a prtcedt lrt and withou t any le­
gal ·:l.uthor~ t y. To [hnfe who know rhe: cu llom and m,l1lners of the COllntry, this 
will be: conIidered as an outrage oife:rrd \llre..~ly to rnyfl:lf, .;"!nd, ~h1lte vt'"r colour may 
be given to it, I hdic.ve: 1I11:re i~ not a rna:"! in , hiJ Place Ih:l t looks Upllfl it as in­
t c.ndt'd for any ot~cr puqw ft:: if it were poffiblr to arcribe it to any o,~er, the be· 
h llViour of General Clavt:ling at the pubhc Council Board on the 20th wou ld pllt 
it btJontl the poffibility _of:l. doubt. • 

Agai n 1 heg leave to refer YOll 
iech, of wnk h I with th:t IIOt a 

• • 
to the perufal of the Confuh3tiolu upon thcf~ fub-
flngle word (hould e(cape )"our obrervation. 

• • 
Although I have: declined entetin~ at Ihis rime Rnd place jnto a refutation of 

the Accu(1.tion 5 which hJve bten prrftrred Jgainfl: me in the namcs of NUNDCOMAIl. 

and the Ranny of llurdwan, ye:t J I.lo not think it prope:r tu p:lrs tht!'tn wholly" 
un:ll'ltictcl. 

You are weU Informed of the rtafon.st whir h 6rQ inrluCt'd rm to niv-e any !hare of my 
confidrnce to NUNCC 'M AM, with whore chan,&t:r J W3S acqu.llnr. d . by an apcrie:nce of 
many years. The mtans wllich he hirnfdf rook to acquire it we peculiar 10 h;mfdf: he 
fent 11 mtlTcnger to me at M:rd ra(s, on the fira new~ of my appoi nollc.nt to this !'rrfidency,­
with p~e:tcnded Lette:n from Munny 1k ·o m :md the: N:"Ibob Yctcl JIlI O'OOWIIl, the: Brother 
ofche NabobJ afficr Ally K han, filled witl Iliu('t invedivcsagainft v' ai omed RC2a Khan, and 
of as wmll reeommcl'ldations. as 1 rccollett, u f NUNPCOMAIl. t luve lxoen finc(' informeu 
by the Begum [hilt tht: Ltut!r which bore her Seal was ;l complete forgery, and that Jhe 
wail totllly unacquainted wah th~ uf.: whi ch had been m;tde of her nAme 'till informt:d 
of it. by ju~gut Chuml, I\IJNOCOMAk 'S Son .in.Law, whe) W:U fenl to h::r uprdslv to 
Imrl"n htr not to dl~'ulge it. M r. M iddleton, whom Jh~ con(uh~ on the occalion,' c;t n 
lim n the truth of lh is Uorf . I have: not rC't hnd thc curiofity .o e:nquireof (he Nabob 
Yet(rarn o'Oowbh whethC' f his Letter was oftne fame: ftaQ.lp, but 1 cannOt doubt it. 

The prom ire, which he rajs r made him, th;).t he- I'hou ld be conftituted AumC('n. that is, 
J nquifitor.G.ene~l over tht: whole Country, :IOd that I w::wld delegatc t~ him my whule 
~\\"Cr ;).nd InAucnce. 1$ IO:f'tlhin~ more ~han ;l . otgative ~Jlrehood. 'ole did once: Or twice 
Jntim:1.tt to me:;i. wifh of the kInd . but with fo Ilult' fu\!cd' dm for II whllf" he whflily dropt 

'93 

• 

• 

• 

• 

eit . 0 11 Mt R L-eU.' , return fwm the COJ!1:, where h:: h:td b~n un I ~~ve of :lbiCnct', • 
NUNOCOMAR m:Wc his :l.pp1icltion to him for the r:lrll~ cmpl()ym~fIt . hoping through h:. . • 
influence tv ob'4ln it i Mr. Rt'cd, deceived by his rU:tgcdhon~, brou9ht the p"polnion c " •• ,', . . I ~' . . __ ~." D"'",_l II. 
before the, Board. and IUI' I"o rtt: ~ It wit 1 w;:r.nth~ but I! ~ ... as ~Jf>(;u:. I he ~n.nne'r 10 13th J<'cb. 
which tHu mattci WIlS t~n In Lradu,,:d COntains ftnklng proof~ of the Inc~nJlny 177;. 
ch:oratler of the m.w, Jno tht jJrOl.etdings will Ihew the: gl'ounJ) on which the. propoficion 
"''F rrjt'llal . 

-

• Fer tne enq~ir iC:$ which were mlde: into Ihe conduct of Maho:neJ Rna Khan and R njal1 -
Sh,itabrov, 1 bo:g· h:ave to rel<'r 10 the Prucrtding~ t l\t:mlclvcs, in wh it".h evt ry voucher 
and every evidenct:tlml I could oblaln trom l"UNDC·H1AN. un: lecorJcd at length, und you . 
\f lU youlfdvcs be: the bd\judgt~ of thc llr!i~tnce which was I:xeru~d by m~ in thepro(ec ll. 
lion of th In. M .. hollled l:e2a Khln, who w:u brought to tr~a l by your ('xpeeli; COlll -

mand~ on formal Clurc;cs cxhibited ag1.inll hi ll" ...... u c.,nfined under .. Guard (jf Scap"~$ • 
from April 1 ]72. co J une 17i3. Sh!t3broy. :..lthuugh tnc-re had not ~"" any ·t'xprds 
Ct>.lllllanus rece.vcd frum you concerning 11Il, w.n III U:.e: mannt"r cOllfinni from M IlY 
I J 12 10 J une l 77; i an{t \ he molt: pub If" notice w.u given IV ilil reljx-el IU th, thote 
every complaint againa.them would b: heud :tnJ llrittly tmu. • ' . . 

The reafons for appointing a native Officer at the hUll of the KnalC.a, :"InJ tht p3rticul.lr 
ftafons which induced the Comm;mt: to"make choict of the Sun 01 ItllJI.O Doolubf!m ttlt 
th .. , Office , :lppear on lhe Httonlll of that time:. 

C c c J tc:t.ollecl • 

• 

• 

• • • • 
• 
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Gov'crno".Gener:J.rs Add.,c(s to the Court of Direfrors 

Y·recollt'll an information given Ole by NUNDCOMAIl, cnncrrning the prettmlrd ufurpa.­
t ion. marte by lhe Ihiah ot iknart's at thd'urgun nolh! of Kt'cra Mu"bt0re and Bidjn;llf. 
in the Province of B.thar, but at a much more dill.nt peri.:N.1 of ti~ne lhan Nuwoco ...... 
has afTcned. J do not fr'culldl hi.! mt'nlio!1ing it ft~~in when J fc:t out (or !kOUtS, neither 
did I ever intimate tn: fubj#l c::thtr' tu eh!:)·t Sine: or hi~ Mmiflcn, bec:aufe 1 knew [ 
could nil, _ fupptJrt the claim ; .:md ro ~:H'e made it :l1¥1 Jrop}K'd it would hive been in 
('\-cry !C:nre d.lhonoflblc:; not thllt f palled hy it \' ;th indifi(orrnct' oltcinatrt:ltcion i I took 
I'aih~ to mvdtjg:ltt~ tlk founcl"'tion of lhis title, ami rcconullt:'no("d it to Qh(. pllrtlcular aI­

quiry of Mr. Vanntl.trt, · who Wa\ the Chief of Pl\UlA Itt dll: tlfne in whMl J rcc'iivt'd ,he 
lirft intimation of il. T he (o~I~\\·jng LeUt'r ami Vou~h:.'r which J r~C(:!v~ from ·him 
CUOlOlin 1II complettS[~He of'lhisptttcnded uiurp:ttlon . 

• 

• • 
Extract O£ "il Letter from' George VanSi ttart, Efq. 

the. Governor, dated the 25th 

• 

Chief at Patna, to 

Sep~ember, r 7'/2< 

.. W I-I EN J was :H Moodhednbad. you menlioned a nport of a Purgunnah's having 

.. betn a1icnAted from Ihil Provillcc, and given by Sfii[;l.broy 10 Rajah 8ulwanr Sing • 

.. J aCkedy,:>u if yOIl meDII! Ikjugur orChnufa. )'OU fait.! no, Ih,j[ndtiler of,hde",,1I0 thename. 
" that the place you ~e~~[·was fomcwhcrc in t~t' neighbourhuod of H<!tas. Since my mum 
- hithtr I havt' bttn ffi.lking particular (nquiry, and I ima;.t:i ne Mungrore ml\[t be the Pur_ 
•• gu nnah you fpoke of; but It is not in Ihe neighbourhood of ROI:U, it belongs propcrl,..to 
.. Stuhllb,/;(J , amJ is rltu.ltoJ not (IIr (rom Kt'Olues. ~t paid it's ReveLHle to this ProvlDce 'rill 
" 1085, or 1677- In 1086 it INn all given ~way to Ja~heerdan. Ion 11.0 about a 6frh 
.. part w:u rdomed, at.d again paid a I(c:venuc. In II 'P Ihis p.,rt was again given 10 Jag­
.. ot'C'rdars, and rhe Bahar GQvernment has n,-"ver flnce I'tcdved a kupee from it. 
0< About tight yean 11,'0 Meer JaffiC'r madea pre:cnt of it to Bulwant Sin~, to whom it 
" II U ('onnrn't'd by Lord Cl ive and Carnac, and he afterwards procured .:sunnuds (or it 
. < as an Allumsaw fr\~ll . he KLng and the VL:tin. Endofed an: Copit's of ttef; Ceveral 
.. Paptrs." 

Mt'morJndum of a Sunnu,l and Firmaund, fro:n the begi nning of the month 5Mbun. 
in the ~th ye .. r of the P..t'ign of the King Shah Allum. 

The Sum of 16.80.('83 Dallm~ on the whole Purgunnah of MunlVort', in the Sircar of 
fhahJb.td, 10 Ihe Subah tR. Bahnf, the: ReVt"nutS Ot whjch amount to 50,000 Rup~ and '" 

C' upwar(b, IS gran:eJ •. lgr~bly to Ih~ Zimmu:n, from the la Itr end of l ' ubby-ul.Owt'~ asa 
fl ee ;anJ unconditional g;ft t1,) Rajah Uulwant Sing and to ois Heir~, without the afiOcitltiou 
of any I)lht'r perf"n, aDd with ao <"xempt ioll from the payment of all Culloms. .. 

The Contenti of Ihe Zimmum." • 
Tile whole of.the Purcunn:.h of Mungrore, in the Sircar of Sha.h~b.J .. in the Subah 

of B.anar. i . gr:ll'lted Ii. tree and unconditional gift 10 ~aj.lh Bulw.nt Sins ano hi. Heirs. 
Tunc .. 16,80,oli3 O .. UTnS, JI.IIl),Tnoi of til:: Purgunnlh, 50,000 Rupce~ :lOU up .... ards . 

• Copy of a Perwann:lh, under the 5e;\\ of ihe Vizirf 1.11 Mulkl Sujah ul Dowla" Bahadre. 
Sc-ddur j .\ng, Ir m Ihe 1 ~th lIf Shlb.an. in the IIlh year of Ihe reign of His Majefty 

t Sh~.1 AIIIIIII, :lgra':lbk t~ the Above i!lu.!LriolJi Fi~m;J.und of the , 5th of Sh1.baan, In ,be 
8tl! ~('a~ot' the . .. · ~.n, lhe fi.lOl of 16,80,083 Dauml olllnt' wholePurgunnah of Mung~. ­
the Revenue 01 wnie:' :Ul'wurm to 50,000 t{ul'e~s ~nd upw:lrdl. with .. ", exemplion from 
the paytnem of all Dmi.;s from Ihe IYllJdie of I( ubby-ul·Ow, I, egree.tbly to lbe Z imnlum. 
;§ grJ mtd 11.$ a frce and unconditl(:Jn11.sift to Ibj.lh Utlh'o'Jlll S~G DJ.hlldrc .nd 10 bis 
H (IU. • • 

• 
5 

• -< • • 
• 

• 



• • , 

by the Ship AnCeo, dated the 25th ofMarch~ '77S' '95 
• • Contents of the Zimrntlnl. • 

• , 
T he T Unc;!., as a fr« gift and don.:uion 10 R ajl h Bulwant Sing, on the whole P ur un_ 

nah of Mungrolc. in the Sircar of Sh.l1a~d. IU Ihe Subah of Bahar, 16,83,dSJ Daumsi 
t he Revenue of tI~e laid eurgunnah 50,0 Ru~es. • 

•• 
Copy of a Sunnud . froOi Meer MahonKd J affier Khan Bahadrt, written the 2tl th of 

Rl~iub. ,In Itlc 5th rur of the reig n (Jf His,Majelly Sllah Allum. 
• • 

In conudcmion uf the attachmrnt and (ervices of tlte high :In.] mighty R~i :ll\BulwJnt 
Sin"s B:lh,ldrt<, the Revcnue of 16.80,oIt3 Daums in the Pergunnah of Mungrore, "with 
thc Phould:I.HY and olher Dutin ufiJally paid to Government, arc remitted to him, and 
given for his own emolument. that he may be 111WI75 re:ldy to proted. that quam~ r. D:l.lrd . 
:i!l jloove.. • ... 

Cop,. of the Tl'tary under the Seals of the Nabob Sabut Jung (Lord Clivt) and GC'nC'rai 
Carnac B:lhadre. • • • 

, 
In the fifth-Article of the Treaty betweC'n the Nabob Sujah ul Dowb, and tbC' Nabob 

N u(.j um ul Oowlah Bah.u:lre. Nltan} of the Subah of Bt'nsal and Bahar. and the Engiirh 
COlnpany. which was acceded to by H is S:lcrtd Majdly, and ligntd and (ealed by the 
rrfpcdive p:mie5, the Affair of R ajah BuJwallt Sing is mentioned as follows: 

'. ' 
Article the 5th . Rajah Bulwant Sing {hall be efiabli{hed and cont;nded" in the Z emin­

aaTi es of Etnlru. Gauupore. and alfo the other Difi:na, which he pOll'ell'ed at the lime 
he enrert"d inro :lUiance with the N.bc.b Meer Jaffier Khan Bahadre and the Englin}, 
upun condit ion of his paying the fame Revenues as heretofore • 

• 
M emora.ndum of Particubrs relating (0 the PurSl1 nnah of Mungrorc. extradtd from the 

Records. 

From the Record. of the },c3.r 1085. it was anne.xed til the Khalf. Shel'«f~" In the 
r e:&r loH6 \r ill the yelT 1136 FuffeUy the whule of [be Purgunn.h w:u rthnquilhed to 
J ashtc:rdus. • 

In the year I ' 40 t!lT~ L acks :md 5000 Dauml reverted in charge to t Le Ninmur, and 
remained as a d('poliu: 'tiil Ihe yur 1142 , and "etc ,.nnexed t'O the CabooJeat of Shaha. 
bid; the remllinmg SUm$ continued under the J agheerdafs. 

from the yellt 1143 Fum:.!ly to rhe 'year 11 70 the Rt"cord, of the whole of Ihi, Pur. 
gunl.1a~ were re·ant1exed to the N lumUI. •• 

From the }'car 1171 Fuffdly, in the Records of thc Niumut, it was conlidered as [epa­
nted from the authority of the ~iZlmul" It appeared Ihat Rajah Bulwant Sing had 
obtained a Sun~u« for the whole l?urgunnah at an unconditiona l gifr. and W:I$ in poad-
lion of il. TIIC Sunnud rs not in thc I<ecords. • 

• 

, 

• 

A true TranRation. • 

• 

• 

<Signed) 

J. H. D'OYLY, 

ACting Perfla" T,anfiator . • • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The n:a:0"5 which prevailed on the lite Board ro grant the Purgonnah of Baharbund Apptndix 
to Camoo B.lboo, my Scr".ant. will appear.1Il the Cottfulu tion. of t~C: 12th and 1 9~h ,?f J uly, No 61, • 
177" , in the Re v-ernlt' Deputment; to (huft I n:ft'f. t You '11',11 6nd th:at tim a not. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

p:art of tile Zemiod...,y ot' Jbuny BlJwa r.ny, oar ever In her poffcmon; but a Mllhl, or 
• Diiria. • 

, , 
• • 

• • , 
• • 

'. I 
, 



, 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

, 

• 

• • 
Governor-Ceneral's Addrers to the Court of DireCtors 

• , 
n inrid:, dependi iJnmediately on Government, and lyi ng nn th~ Fron:ier of Iht' Pro· 
v\nce; t hat 00 klOrl ofinllulgence ""'a$ !hewn to m, Servant io this G rant, but an ath·an· 
trJBe provided for GoVetilmerH. by-the Pd hculh, or F ine, to be pAid , Ilnd by dIe kcufiry 
whi~ IheoCoileEtlon8 of it I\ould naturally derif" Jrom being in [he chargc of:l nun Of 
b ufinefs :and pro~erty. • .. " 

•• p ~ 

"h~ Sunnuct w.u. nevtr Gl'ln led, "Blough ready dr~wn up, and "', my po£I"dTion fro:'tl 
the time of the Order ot Council . nor of courfe' the I' d heu ib paid, ~cau:(: 1 chofe to 
defer [he con6rmatio/\ of i\, 'till the alTembly of the nc w Coullcil. ( . 

• 
1'1le ~ajority, in thdr (epar,,* Meeting of the 17th inn,nt, ha\'C' thought propt' r to 

depr,ive Cantoo Baboo of tillS Grant (or rea:'on$ which lhq aTe yet to reek. Qile IndrC'd 
t hey have affigned, namely . rh"l Ihe perron in whore name . it waS s,rnnttd WI\! defcrilkd 

- 3..\ II man of cr~ir and property, bm pr~vcd 00 enquIry to bt a boy o( It'n yean: of age. 
Yo~ Gent\.: i\ten, need not be.> told, that I t is the conttant praclice of the Geotoos ro regif. 
ler all Deeds and Contdch. and apply for aU G rantl in tht' nllmes of their Sons. Lock­
naut Nl.olldee, the nominlli Z~l1Indar, is the Sun ofC3ntOu Baboo. whom the Boud in­
tended by the abo "' e deftription. . 

I beg leave to drop the immediate fubled for a moment. to [!Ike /lolice of the general 
reproach which the Gentlemen of the MajOrity hl'e though t proper to Gnn upon me, ((Ir 
having permitted my So:rv!lnc to huld Talooks and Farms to a cunfidcrable ::mount ill th'e 
Province. • . '. 

_ Indttd . fuch is the pel.:uliarity of my lot, tim I find I mun- defend myftlf evt'n agJinll: the 
oppoCite Charge, of h:wmg permiml1 him to qUI[ llJ;iny of hl$ Farms. I fh:lll (ay but lie.­
tic to both Accufadons. 

• 
Cantoo Bab wu in polTC'ffion of hi, Talooks before my :lr/inl . 

.J 

Many 0y,his Farms were taken without my knowledge. nnd almofl al! a.&a.inli: my ad· 
vice. 1 had no risht to u(e compulfion or authority; nor could I with jUllice c.xclode 
him , bccaufe he .... ':\~ my Servant, from iil hbtrt y allowed "to all .:nher perfon! il'l the Coun. 
t t. T he Farms "'hleh he quitted. he qUlmd by my advice •. tx-cau\c I thou~ll[ thlt he 
minht engJSe himfelf bt'yond his abilitiej, and be invoh'eJ In dupuIt'S. which 1 did not 
ch~fe to bave come lxfore roe .:lS the judec of them. 

_,Contained T he Enclofure, No. l ,~ i~ a comp:mltive Accoon~ of the J umma and Col leCtions of all 
iD. ... p~di%, his Fmn. ill thc year prt:ceding the Settlemenr • • nnd in. the yrnrs In which he has helJ 
No.. them, with the Jumma continUed to the end or the Leak. Thi$, compartd wit!'! the ge_ 
• neral Accounts or Ihe » ",og,p' Province., Will afrord a more clluvincinf.l: proof th~fl Iny 

words can bffer, thac he h~5 received no fort 01 indulgence or privilege from my pro_ . 
tetl-inn. If fll rther proof.; are wantiog t he Confll\t:HioM refarcd to in my Dirplcchc, 
by the Bme and Paci6ck contai n many int\ance, of my impani.,IItJ, ,\nd jotlle even of 
rigollr nu::wo him by Ihe Board with my concurrence . p.,nicubrlj'. irf depriving him of 
his T'tek. Salt Works; in flvollr of his Comjll:liwr, Cllnl.olJ O'OIUI, an :let: rather of ne­
ceRity than of nria: jull:ice • 

tllp Adix, 
No. 3. 

• • 

• 

.1\5 [0 the Ch:lrge of with. holding fromNuNOCOlJAR It P'l\1ankeen w'Pich he h ys claim to, 
r am aihamcd to replyeto fo futtle: all Aceufilficn. The: b.nc\o!llC'e,t NO.1 , delil/ered to 
me by MudgC\is Ro~ . t he Vackeel of Haj"h Shitabroy, eOllttlins all tim I know of thi, 
alr"ir; except thJ,l lhe P~nankeen is in my paffdIion, as I am told, for 1 ha\'e Jlever 
fee n I t. -- . . . 

T he appointment of Munny Bt'gum to the management of the Nabob's H oufhold 
and of Raj.lh Goordaf$,and the Olher RcJ ations and Dtpendants of NUN DC OM All. to the De~ 
w and (lJbfiJ iarl' Office. of thtN izamuc and HC!:hla~ook place in d.e month of Augun 
177 .• My n~tivtl in thefe afl an~emC:l1Is have been alrrady fully txplainC'd to you i~ 
t he Miouta of the {.:ooHniucc of Cir[ul t Mod the GenerU Letters of Ihilt yt:1f, and In 

my Addrefs to your S~(;let Cummlttl:e daled the-,ft September • 

1 believe tIIlere is rCRrce a 
Munny BtS\lm lor the trult 

3 • 
• 

• 
• 

• 
man in Bengal who does not now commend my choice of 
anigned tm . 1 btlreve there were ft'w to whom the dif. 

" tinction 
• • 

• 
, 



• 

, 

, by .he Ship A.fon, dated the ~ J.h of M'Ich, , 
tina-ion which was Ihewn by me on that octafion to the Family of NUNDCOMU 4id not 
\frord maHer of much s.ftonllhment, as hi,l charatl:cr WiU known to all. and my Qpinion 
of it lO aU whao knew me. • . . . . , 

You have been pleafed to honor me with yoq,r approbation o( every part> of this tranf. 
aCtion. · . 

• , , 
It is no ... furce4y three years fin~c= I received the cbarge of the Government of thefe 

Provinces frO n1' Mr. Cartier. of which time the l;ffi fix months 'I1lay be accounted a blank. 
The vi\ riety., nlulcitode, and imJ?Orunce of the arrangemenu which have bu '" cfouded 
into the Jlarrow (pace of lime In which i held this authority ar, fully known to you . 
for their dfe8:s, the ftatc of your Treafury and the difJlinutibn of your Debtl will be my 
beR: vouchers. ~ • 

• 

How much the Trade of thefe Provinces has benditt'd duri ng my Adminillration, • 
the foltowing authenti l! AC60unlS of the Cuftoms and Shipping: of this POrt for fame yea1s 
part abundandy teftify. • .... . 

• 

• • 
General View' of the Calcutta Cullom -·H01,[e· ColleCtions and 

• 

Calli Accounts for the following Years, VIZ. 

I I GroCs Duties. N" D' I Paid into tne I' 
e uucs. 7r~arJry. 1 

' 769 1 267.;;6R~.'1 . 3 1 237960 1'1 6 1 'Z'1<4-306 -;-; 

"770 146801 1 6 .1 20934 -+ 6 14490' 5 6 1 

1'77' " 06 ,66 6 31 ,835.6 '3 3 •• , 650 '3 6 

177" 1 '134791 5 6 1 20551 5 4- 9 \ 3°7541 I 
\ 1773 339+8+ 11 3 304818 IJ 3 306~ 92 I 

I 17741441045 '1 91400966 12 91';'08991 15 6 J 

• • 
Erron excepted, 

(Signed) 

Ca1cutU Cuhom.Houfe, 
Ill: Jlnuarr, 1775 • 

• 
, 

, 
• 

, 
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• 
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• 

• 

. 
• 



• 

c 

• 

... . 

, 
, 

. 
• 

• 

, 

• 

• 

I 

C_ot-OeDe!II', Ac1dre6 lit the Cloarr rI ~ ... • , 

Ac';""ot of !'he Number of Volfel. arrived in the River Hughl!,. 
with their T""nige. from .the ,Il of ,January •. t77'. to the 

, 

3rll D«ember, '77+' • 
• 

• 

, 

I 'fcars . 

I' '77
d 

~ J 77' 

~ '77' 'I '773 
~774 I 

• • 

,. 

• /tl. B. The: number of ."rrivals in the year 1077 4 hting lef, thai) the:, foregoing yea.'. 
ud [he Tonnage more, is owing to (he many final! COlnmg Vdl'els bemg pUt down In 

the Accoum fur the year 1773. and not included in laft year~s. 
(Slgn~d] 

, " 
• 

H. WEDDERBURN, 
Malter-Attendant. 

For tr.e rcI\ I dare appul to "cry man wl)o h .. tlcft Bengal finee the d:tte of my accef­
lion to th e: Govern ment of it. in the certain al'urance thac their cooctmcnt voices win do 
me Ilriajufiice and ample ctt:dit. 

Foiled in :all their repcucd anadu upon me, my Advcrfuies have rtcOurfc to the Charse 
of rapacity, a Charge of an orhers the mof\: (ort.ign from my nan.lfe. 1 do not arrett thIS 
on the empty emiit or rd'-prc(umption; ndthet my gr-netal charaCter, circumlhnces, nor 
I.ondu..'\ in life, before m, appoinuntnt to this Goyernment, .re unkrrown to many of your 
H<manble CO",rt; and I flight review of my meafuTt's ranee th2t period, will manifdl 
how link they luve tken gUided by an 2mnttOn CO my pr~vat~intcreJt • 

The flopp'se of me King'! Tribute wu 3.1'1 "a .f' mine, and 1 have betn often 
ITptOachel' wi,h it. It w:u certai nly in my power to have continued the payment of ie. and 
to have m3.de my tmnt'ith the J<l.ng for 3.ny part of it which I might h3.vc: ehofen to· 

r rekrvc foe my <)wn uCe; he would h;lvc thanked me for ,he remainder. 

Your Order for the "rou", ion of the N abob's Stipend W,lS communje::m~d to.him in the 
month of Drctmbcr, 1 ]1 1 ~ "ae rcmonP.utC'd ag3.inil it, and d1:fired th3.t it might'be again 
rdcmd to t~ Cornpany; the Board (aeidy acquit-reed i n his remonftrana:. and the (ub­
(equC'1\[ payments of hi5 Stipend weremaileasIkJore. J mlghtt.afily have availl!d myfdf 
of this plea; I I. ight ha\'e trC'3.ted it as 3fl All 01 the pan Government. with which I bad 
nu caufe to interfere, and ,jQincd in .ifenhg the impoffib.lity of hi, defrari.ng the nit ex­
penre of hit Court and H rmkh4tld without ie, which I could hav~ provt-d by pl.a6b~ 
:wgumenls drawn from the a8uaJ amount ot the Nizamut and Ben!a EQllbltJhmcnu.. aDd 
lxl' h the NabQha nd the ~um would have liber:llly purchafcd my (Otbea.la~. J~ 
ot purruinft tb.;' plan. I cuned flllli Ordtn rigid ly anti Jut-rally into execution. 1 rcducod 
t he 'N a~b'5 Stipc:nd from (he date on whieD. the 6rft notification of " wit made to blm. ~ 
I undmock m, It-V the laboriO"'5 and reproachful ufk of limiting hi, eharats, from In 
~.xctfSQf ~i) ~lIm)er Sti~rI to .the fum 01 .... r4duttd 3.lIo~ance, and. I ~ad _,he ~citfK .. 
lion of VIC g fhe Nabob In a Itan: or IUItIntficence fUiUlble to bl' d'l""'Y widaiD. 
twclvemonc vcr at Plalfcy. where he had mt't me: the )'l:'3t bdorc..whh eYC!Y llPPcvucc 
of ind l&cnce and mC2nndi; far UII. 100 I un appeal (0 Illany Gendcmcn of yOW' Service. 
'Who were wltncfi'!;S of the Nabob', ouod.ciao ... lJocIIlbc pcr;oot which 1 haft related. 

I~ ad t been defirou~o( reaping an advantage from Ihe new Sctdemtnt of the Landt, die 
'llCry means which I cmploycd wen: diarnctric:ally oppof«l to it; fin" it has b«n reproached 
• 5 · 10 • • , 

• 
• 



I ' 

I 

• • • ''19 . 
to me by my Advrrfaries fhemfelvts. that the Fanru.. p.u1.icularly thofc in the- rctt'em~;\t of 
.. ~ich 1 wu perron.Uy concernt:d. were hot bI=,ood th!:ir real value, \ 

• • 
W hen the Rann,. .r Burdwan 5rneww bt't intt~ues on my aOCtftjon to the Goverllment 

in I n'!., !he folicitcd Ifly intt rcft with proffi:rs (If !fIan), Lack" Prompted equally by all)bi. 
tion, hat!'(!d to Bridjoo Kl!horc RoJ, aOO [he r~ of former dif:tppoinrmcnt. fbe W04S pre­
pared to have agreed to any l.."Onaicioas r.h:u would enfore her a v~Ct:ory otcr hel,' Em:my : 
but it will aj1pcaT. fl'Om t hecatly dale ot IheCOllfult,ations un this fubje8, tlt:!r her (oli. 
citations fervca ~Iy to incite hle to an inllllnt cotldu fion of th. dlfpute, by:l. full aqd . 
dfed ua~ contirma[lon of 'the ueu« whit"'· hold betn paned. upon it in tilla precc\lln" 
A dmininl'ation. • .. 

• 
It will not efcape your obfervation. th:lt. notwitl!fr:mding the- vi()l~nce with which I l)lVe 

brt-n perli-t:utcod. 1 am not evt'n charged with a finsie in(t..ncc of opprefiion: exctpt in ~ht= 
grant ot the Purgunnuh of Baharbund. which I have already explain~ ; th'ere can.not r 
,hin;.. he a ftronger prcft>f th;jt my c::mduCt: in thil ~Ipct~ has be;en wholly unl:Xl~p- · 
t ionable. • "'" • 

T o whit lengths the vioknct of my Advtrfaries. which has been progtTffi\'dy' improve­
ing to this time. will be carried, when the tantOifpatChes of t lUs Sl:afOil will have I~t n:) 
mc.!n! of funher ap\Xah, I can ouly conjecture. '. • 

You will fee how efFetl:ually the, h3ve already aecomplHhed one pm artheir Syitcl'lt', 
by the total rxtlnfrion uf ~y aUlhurity here, GOt only by ucludmg me (rom. f1,lare in 
the public Rcfolution s at rhe Council Table, where I fit only IS an obj~tl. of the Q-1Q C!' 

iIliberOlI prrfecution. but by fo nl1nifdl: a declaration of thrir power and dru,'rminrd r\'l· 
mity towards me, th:u it is univerfally believed to be the (~m::ft 111! ar:$ ..,f acquiring an il;!_ 
ftue nce with the prdent Adminiftr:uion to bring AccufatlO liS again(\ thtir firct MeOlberp 
~ on the otntr hand, thofe who are fuppoftii to have fh.arcd any der;ree of my favour an:: 
the m:lrked objeCts of thd r vengeance... If circum{bnces of fueh I.otoriet)· require the: 
foppor! of formal proofs, I might appeal to .Imoft evel}:' page of your C(lOfui rorions fVr 
tht firll part ofthis aA-enioll; but I content myfdf with InllaoClng on ly Ihe Conflllillcion of 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

the 20th, in the Public DeplrIment, and Ihe- cncJoft'd Minutt', No. 5, ~ ddiwred :I.t tbe Rerpelll;c­
Board yeflerday, the '141h, by General Cl:avt'ring. un which I fh:lll make no commenf; <"01. t.t-O;e. 
for tlK: latter, the favours ::Ind honours heaped on the Burdwlln n Il/my and Roopnarr:ain and (Onbia ~ 
Qowdry. and the countenance fhewn to NUHl)cOMAit ; the refuldi of the: f\1aiority It ' reo ~t'nJr~. 
ceivt the Vi(jll of "Mahomcd Rna Khan \.hen they were offi:!ed tluough mt', and his ' o. S • 
elole connt'xion with them {inee \ the Itkaion of tbe S"II ContraCtor fo~ the fubject oJ 
• c1vil pl'Ofecution. becaufe it w", fuppofeJ that Captain Wt'ller. IO.hOl'\1 I p~ tronizcd.. aid, 
.hik living, and his W idow, fin.:e hl!l d~3th . pamkc of the "r06(,5 of the Co.ura8. ~ the 
force and intimidations ured 10 Illy Servant CanlOQ Baboo; ancl t6e d,fllJjdioo .n Mr. Lewis 
from the Council of Hurdw .. n, bedufe he hatl my permiffion to go~. for his hulth, 
~ in{tances fMicien t to ehllraCte:rife bQth. the tttmper and inB~en.c. whkh rule the atting 

. 
• 

--

Members of your Stale. • • 

J C;lnnOt ht'lp taking notice of the ~cllliar dif .. dvant~s wh ich t have bbOlired lIndt'r, 
in the time~ "hic~ fcem to hare be-en chofen (you will judge wmthtr accident c;oulJ have 
produced fuch an invariOl.ble hmilaricy of dfetl:s) for t~ ""rodu8.ion of the fevcral matc­
rials which have the arr:&ignment of my condua: for thew direCt Of ultimlue .int. 

T he lirft Let~rfrom the Ihnny of Burdwan, ... hich I confider as the prHace to ,11 the 
reft, wa5 fent to thli Buarl! on the 30th of Dectmber, after the day fixed for tht' c10fe of Ihe 
proc«dings. in th t:: height of the bu{int~ of the Dutton Difpalcllts ~ although it is 
public:kly km.wn. that Lalla Koorhalchund. htr Agcat and prrfent DeWall, who h;ui tx."Cn • 
comptlkd to ~ave Calcutta on account of his forma- iAtrigues. r«urncd thither alrnofi :15 
.bin IS the T :anfporu arnv~ I and it i. not likel,. that he .oU idle ill the inlamedl3,e 
tiaIc. " . • • 

The- Ran",'s Reply fb Mr. Grahan,"'t Vinc:tic.w. ... fenl in afkr'the clore o( Ihe public: 
Pratet:dinS' on the thfpatch ot the Butt &Ad hd&cll. 

• • 

• • • • 
• • • 

.1. • 

• 

• 

• • 
• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• • 

• 

• I Go\'crrtor~Cl1erarS Ad-elrels to me Coutt of Dirodors 

"hic.h I believe v. in be read ;u ubliqudy .!liming nt the Came end. Ofl' the J 3th~ the <01.1)' 
fixe for dlt li loCe of m! 11rocetdms, now in courw of di(patlh. 

• 
The requifition ' wh~clt ha~ been m:!de by the Ma..wriry for (ending I number in the 

P:lcket lhe Charge, prc:(c:!rt:d ogainft !'fr. Barwc~ 1 by Cnj .. Ka~or,k~. which I ,n~vcr la,w 
'till the 11 th, ;S. :1 fimllar mlbncc:, of th." unt:lndrd mQdc of. proceedIng, Out It I S not 'I' 
theCe iofia'1ces on ly that t complam of It. they arc the tHT.!llams, and of courfe know the 
times and modes in which their 1Itracks "re to be· made: unappri(cd of bOlh, I have w 
t'ncountfr their dc:liberart: :md guarded - projt;fls by tbe inftant anil urlpn .. ~edi (atcd impu lCe 
of my owl1' judgment; and tny :lttenti~n i. r.h~I~ kept ~~~tually drawn ·olr from the caUs 
of inlbnt bulincfs . by tlte expc8:allo(l ot trdh hof1:i lltles. Do not wond~ thrrtfore. 
Honor~ble Sirs, jf my beh:lviou .. in any pm of there difpuft'l thall appear to ),ou defl:ciive 
or improptr ~ I am not yet confciou, o'r any impropriety in i t ; but 1 think that on mnny 
occaflons I coul~ have provided ",yfclf with a much .cQmplcle't plan of drfc:nce, had r 

• bttI, allowed the fame Iei(ure and tranquillity (0 form it, as my Oppont:nu pomrredln con-
ce!"fing that of thd r attacks upon me. • 

r 
I beg' leave ; ~ this place to make o~ !hort obltorvllio~ upon the Right dnimed tlnd 

~xercifcd ~Y the G.C'~tlemen of ~hc.Majorit)', to exa~ine pttf?ns before them on oath, e~en 
' 10 accufattons ag:llnll: the partlcs them(elves. T hiS you Will find 10 have be-eo p.t:8cbferl 
" ,ith Btidjoo Kinlorc, in their Proceedings held aftt.r my dep~ure()n the .. ph infant, in 

the Revt'nue Council Chamber. , and on the 17th inthm (entcnce was formally paDed 
'Gl inft him by the fame Gemltmen, exprefsly grounded on his Aniwtrs to ihe ~efrionJ1. 
'" hich had beeo prepofed to him. Thu! to extort from a man evidence again It himfdf . is 
Co direttly contradtt~ory of the fundamenta l principles of juflitt, that jt n:quires nO com _ 
ment. SeYeral olha Dtrfons alfo were exal'1lin ... -d by th .. m on the 14th. a'nd put to their 
oaths; a meafure wlli& ti llS an immcili:ue tendency [Q toe (ubverJion of junice. The Inha_ 

.. bitants of this Country, from (he nature of their education, from the {ol'm of their OWQ 
Government, and from the timidity of their difporuions, arc eqll.!11y incapable of br-arins 
up againO: Ihe frowns of Power .. and of refining , he allurt'l1lentS 3t1Cudant upon it. Thu& 
called ~fore a fettkd M3joriry, the violen~ of whofe mta(ures hiS liBed the COuntry with 
3larm. they will naturaJ ly give evidence as lfNDCO"lAll m~y hllve- told Ihem is expt"Cted; 
and having once done fo, they are tied down to fupport it, whether true or falre. when 
legally fU!!lmo'ned before the Supreme Coun of J udicuurt. 

1n a former Lcttt.r ItPlcdgtd myfdf to prove, that Mr. Gr3h3m was not guilty · of the 
crimes laid to his charge in the Petllion of Ihe. Ranoy of Burdwan, emered in Confult:uion 
.3oth Dtccmbcr. thefe wefe, dt. ihe crudty :md oppreffion wich which he is faid to 
hll'l'e tepvatcd the young lbjah of BUrUwan hom the Runny his Mother. 2elly, The 
vTr,] t'nce W1tll whil;h he wrdh=d the feab from her. 3dly. Th"t he had appropriated to 
himfdf vcry ...... 1;JtllS from the young Rajah's Allow.ance. 

The grounds OQ ieh Ilhus pledged myftlf to you. were my knowkdge that Mr. 
Gr~ham tlld not po&ft.'""y ~ift ilffr authority flnee the d~:tlh of T illook Chund, the fotm'h 
Rajah, and the: d luranCti whIch he made me before his departure from Bengal. 

The 1ft 3nd 2d Anicles your Records will prove to have been deJibtur.t A&s or the 
Adminiftration; and a utttr irom ~t. CharleR Swart.of"which J h.ve a1 reaCly tranfmit­
tc,? you atopy, wllJ !hew thaI the Ordc:rs were carried ioto exeCUtIOn by 'th.u Gentl~man. 
and that Mr . • Gr.".lham did OOt intetfere. -

The third Ch3~ge you will obfc-ru to have dwindled from many Irllcks of R upees to 
35,000. alld thn Su!"" tlic :a..~ allo~. to have bten paid to Mr, Grah:101 in 
d l rch ;trg~ of a Bond which had .bta.&1vm hIm; ~Ut /he :dreTU" that the Bond was CQl1uLivciy 
gwen, without. nny nl\JOC)' brlftg «:iu~ly received from him. and that c~fcqm:ndJ lJll~ 

.."oney thus pa.1d him w~. to elfc:d. Pmcnt from Bridjoo Kifllore. Bridjoo Kiihort, on the 
coortary. pifi elvc!y denlt'5 th:tt anl Pttknt bas been made by him to Mr. GrJha.m lincc: 
Ihe deOlth of. najah ·' lllook Chund, tt.lftf..t fome lha~Js. &c. to the amount of + c.r 5 
n uptes, \~ Itll rc(pea to th.: olher 9...,-.am.ney which Ih~ Ranny 3.CCures Mr. Grah.lm IJf 
rct~lvmg. It IS not prc terf~ed that tMy _gl.en ftflce the (leath of Rajah Tillook Chuod 
.. nd theref~rc the Accufatu:m, wbC'thcr u ueor falfe is entirdy foreign from her origioai 
th.rge.· 1 he MajorIty b .. ve ~w dcECrmiDtti thar a 'profecOt!on !haU be commell~e4 in [he 
Sup~mc: ul\Jrl 01 J udicature: for tht recGray.of thele Sums, 1 caonot with proprk.ty fa, 
mCJre on thefllbie~t . 

• 

3 J~ 

• 
• 

• 

• • • 



• Minute ofthe Governor-Genleral, dated 25th Mtrch. r77$.· • aDr .. 
• 

t 2m nOt able to reply bl thi, conveyance to Colonel Champion's Vindication. BeGdet 
IhCII more prefIing weight 0 orhrr bu (inef, preventing me, I murt necetTuily wait fo .. the 
Replies to [he ~It'ftions which 1 have propor«i to put to the Fidd·Qfficers and oth~rs.con. 
ccrning the fubJeCts 6f his Vindicttion, which J have yet in vain attempted through the 
ch:mnd of the Douel: • but I mean to give It a thotough and elreCtual examination) in the 
mean time I am not much alarmed~tbr the effl-as of fueh a produCtion. • • 

• • I have the honor to ~. • • • • 
Wilh the grcai:dl: refpcCl, • • 

• 
Honorable Sirs,. 

Your moll (aithful 
Fort-William, • 

tlloi5th March, ' 175' apd obedient humble SerV~tl 
• 

WARREN HASTII<GS . 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• • 

• 

Remarks on the Minute from GeheroQ~ Clavering; 
Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, dated the 25th' 

February,.! 77 5·! 

I SH A LL not ring the changes for ever on the f:tme trite fllhjell:. My ob(ervatidns 
tMrcfore on this produfrion fhall be confined to fueh pa{fages of it as contain new 

m:lIltrr, ur neW but rpecious argument on the old. The fell:. J {hall pars without a 
comment. 

+ To Ihis what r have faid on the {ubj('Ct: in my Letter per Duuon may (erve 
complete ttply. 

6. lind the following. The conditions of the Treaty of B('nar::u were u wtl! known to 
she; world as u) the goard when thcMercury (ail('d. and priv.:lleAdvicesali cOOl"urring; in the 
rame points bore equal authority 10 public. Private: in!ell igence: of the Treaty they had 
received, and that is (ufficic'nt for my argumeOl. 

. 
• 

10.; 1 h:l4'e· readwidl lutentipn tbeAnfwers ofMcffieursMiddlelon,Dacres,andVanSittart,:t t Cllnt.illtd 
and recommend th~h ' to the attemion o~ the: Court of Dirt&rs, as cOOl&ining the molt ill Ap~IIdi.l 
v.tluable: lights 1OtO the fbte of this Country) • NQ •. SI. &lid 

• SI. 

• 

• 

-

}Jut I do not t ecoJleC!: that their defcription of it is unfavourable. • 
• 

All that I recollett, towhich that conftru8.:ion can be appfJed, is, thn the atttmprs of the. 
Baud in 1772 to increafe the Jl,mma haYe provW un(uccefsiul, and that inl1ead 0'( (uch 
aH/.'rt\pu, it "ould be more advirable to eafe the people of a parf of the new impo(uions 
willeh took p\:;ce lxfore that Seultm('nt. 

• 
To lhis Opinion t heanily fubfcribe, and, for my fuller ftntimenu on the rubjed-, refer to 

lhr 37th p.uagraph of the fir,~ part of my laft: Dif~chcs. and 10 the Plan neommtnded by 
PIIr. 8 .lfwd l and myfdf for the new Smkmtnt 01 tile Lands,which will make ::r. pan of lhe 
ptdtnt iJifpatches. • • 

E e ee It.. Neither 

• • 

• • 

, Par IJO. 

• • 
I 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 
• 
• 

• • 

• • 

• 
• 

, -

: 
• , 

• 

• 

• 
• • 

• 

• • • ' Minute of ,b. (J ... "'0I".6 ...... da1cd lsi!> 
cJ:gree of odiWII, and is :ut .a of fCYditJ which lhe late AdmiDift:adOil.,. Wbed .. 
~.. . 

• , 
Where the Zmindus are. MinofS" and.hue tlfty art thetTl~lYn ~1e of, or in­

attentive to bufin"tf~ tbe fetding 6f the Rem.: with them I, fu~aing tbQn to be 
~('pnved 0' their JnherillUl~ bf the . mifcondo& !,f tbeir Servants, upon whom ~he 
tUI (If their Mafters' ZcmllklarJeS being fold . cannot be fup~ to h ..... e fo much tn-

flue-nce as the hopt. of prdcnt prpfit.' ••• 
• • 

In (orne pt rtS of lhe Coontry, efpeci'n,. 00 the Frontiers, there is n'o ICc.riry.lIg~iaft 
B3l:ince, by a fJltof dlf I!.anch, becaufe Purcha(ers are not to be {ollnd • • . . 

How rtafonable fonocr it Ippt2" that the Zemindal'$ thould be felicitous for the 
good condition of Iheir own EI\:t~. yrt it is frtqucntll a maxim of (beif pOlicy to 
kt them rather {::tIl to decay, in order to reduce their JUglma ( their nitro RevcnUt:.) 
'fhe Zemindars.~~inIl1 in 1~~ Zemindaries, hive often ixell: found to. ~1Tefs. an in_ 
fluence, whic", tTiey h: .... e t'xerelted to th!: oppreffion of the RIOts, the injury of Go­
wrnmcm, and tlte: interruption of tftc peace of the COllntry. and to dellroy thia inftu­
toee has been deemed a defiraltle obj~. 

When men of' p~perry' have offered to farm me L ands on tt:rms more advantagtous 
ro Go\'ernnu::nr th ~ n the Zt'mindars ~ould agree to, (1 mun nclufiwly of their Pen­
fion5) the 14tt Adminiftwion did not> think themfe\ves:u liberty to reJeB: their Pro-
pofals. • 

Thefe are,whaf I,rtCollea of the arguments which occurrtd, to prevent tbe' farming 
ttl the Zemindars the'mfdves from beinG adoprtd as the gt'neral plau tor the fctdement 
of the RevcntJr. and I know not how they cln be obviated. 'cill. by p~r rrgulattons, 
and a courfe of time. the landffi properly in this Country is pllr upon -a more dc:&rabJe 
and morc p«m.Ir.ent footing. • 

• • 
W ith terpett: to the perrons 'to whom the Farms were granted, they were: let with ... 

Ollt partiality to whoever olnred the moR: :advantageous ' terms, and found good Xcu­
rity. How the Pl:an of the five years Settlement h~s a tendency to dellroy all confi­
dence in Government I really do not qnderlland. As to alienating the a8'tdioOI of 
the people. the fale of Zt:miftdaries bas a Ihonger tendency [0 this purpofe tbm the 
leuing of them in farm. 

t 53. 54· The Revenue of Burdwan. as expected to be realiud this year by lhe: Pro-­
cial Council, is equal to wblt it paid WOrt the Famine. and that of Midnaporc i. 

(u~rior. 

The deduaioes ""lich ha~en admined have ~Iready b«n (ally explained. Iwilll 
the want of un...,lity at off Board may not extend ltfclf to the PfOYJnciaI Cooncits.. 
and nccupy tbe tbne which tbould be employed in enforcing the CoUediDu IIId cbeck.-
ing; opprdliun. ~ 

.IiG. Vi :lIlfwer to this ParagrarJ/r t.c-g kave to refe: to an, RCJnark' by the Dun. 
£In the 73d ,aragrapb of the Majority', Leeter of the 3Dtb November, ... co the 
Eflimlte t ·of R<'"ipca aDd Dlfburfcmenu uanilniucd by dtc Bute. • 

58. to the end. The Aiabnifbatioa whofe meafures I havc endsvourtd at defmd. it 
Ibilt in whieh I had the honor to prtfide. and mofe meafura mnain Jet ~h­
~. as far as 1 know.,'o)' any man bOt General Clavering. ColoDeJ MoAfoD. and Mr. FnA­
cis. I could DOt call them..., OWA, becauR: they were the cotIa1rrIaf Alb. die • 

• 1t:4ive Body .. nor can 1 COI'K:Cfft' ekbrr & rcafon why theJ fbould,DOl Oe joid -in • 
vindic.atloft Of cbofe mtafurn which 'ftft pecuUarly mu.e. nQI' ill OM: IDIIIIIIr'" 
I could' have tepat.ued m,. OWD ~frum that of II" ~ 4IICe I hi _ P*­
er IU u.adcrtalcc lAY public ~ witfaoUt their cODCdrJ'tnQ!. 

N~i~ Ehe acc:oWlnbey ai-.pf .... in .n~,d~P<~o!.~!~ 
nor die conduion dIcy -.: ~ II) drctr 
fn:m to me cit.r jot!: or t..... J do JMX·botr 
drawn up. it na fUre1, DICtbdi for __ of rbe 

t .fI· • • 
• 
• 



• . .. -
Obfcf\'3t ions on the M:ajoritj's Minute. dared 25 th February, ' 775, ' 

I ~ul1: beg IC:lve to declme ",ceh'ing it :n fecona-hand when I ca~ h.Ye it at: tirft. 
From evcry paper of unCOntctted authority, it is notMious,. that./he Compllny'~ Aff;l.iu 
were on the l.lte occa'tion brou ht inlO P.arltllmeftt by the d]nre!~ which aror.: from Ihei r 
China Tudc, and (r.)m the ,,",cavy DrJulihu on t hem from 8 eng:ll by a former Adminj· 
nt.uion·, w wh ich the Ian: bore qcf ~Iation. The Company from thrfe c3ufcs became 
unable to fulJil th.i r Engag.emtnls .... ith. Goverpment, and applied for "rdicf~ Govern· 
nlt nt rrleafed Pi lWl1 from their Engagements, - bu, tboup,ht it a i6vourable opportunity 
for ;lcq!liring a· {hart in the man~ement of thof~ Affairs in ~hich ' the N;a~on was 
fu deepTy . onccrncd. On thefe rounds J conceive the new Adminilh"tion was formed. 
and not {' ('1m aoy opinion of ' C nllfgovernrnent of the IJIk. Jf- Ih3[ hold been the 
cafe. I filol.lld think [he Perfon who had betn . he hhd and tht: klldi'tlg MClnber in 
it would hard ly have bten, p.ut at the head, or e~en joined in the new Admi_nHtratjon~ 

. . ... R- E MAR K S ou the 3d Letter::: . • • 
3. T he Sli m of 2 10 , 000 Rupets having peen calculated by Gcner:11 Sjr Robert 

Barker 3~ the expellfe of an entire Hrigaael excepdll~ a B;malicn of Seapors in g:lr­
rifon at Ch unarsur, I hnve in confequence (poke- ot the Company', being rdiC'vrci 
from the whole charge of the Forces lent to the Vizier,- I n t he-ACCOUnt hrre rc:ferred 
CO 1 make the fu ppofidon of h's relieving thl'm from only 11 part ofthe .chllrge, I'll 

• oonfequencc of the afTenions of the Majority, J will not pretend to (peak With ccr~ 
tainty on this point ' till the Paym;J,flcr's ACCQUlUS have beC'n c:xam ined . 

4- and S. r enclofe a dailyAbftraa: of the frate of the Khalfa Tre.:r.(ury for rhe whole Month 
of J anuary. It will contradiCt the atrcrciQn of the M3jority# , hllt in general the Paper 
preponderates conliderably, and will {hew that Ihe PaulS and BUls are 100 CJuickJ-y 
converted inlo Specie. 10 admit of the Hankers making by them the profits whIch the 
Majority (uppofe. The Blllanc~5 in d~ ProvinCIal Treafu ries are uncler l lle control of 
the P rovincial COl1nci ls. an'd the Gomaf\-alu of the Bank a(t: on" as their Calh·Keep­
erSt :lnd :m: always liable 10 be called upon for immedinte payment of the lum! in 

• 
• 

• 

• 

.. , 

• 

• 

• 

-

-• 

t heir chargl:. - .. 
WARREN H .~S TINGS. . . 

AbrtraCl: of the daily Balances in the Khalfa T reafury, for .the Month of January. 

D alCS, Ready Money. Si ll, and P~ut'l 
receivable • T OI.1. 

'775 - • 
J~u"'.ly , 16,3'1.751- ~ " 6,69.819 13,06,51' 

Z " I 
• 3 ,8.3" .Q'H 40. 19.819 :&1,59,740 • • 

• 111.3992 1 • 6.114->81 9 19.:Z4,i40 6 • 
5 9-39.921 • 6,84'~ ' 9 I ,24-,740 • • 11 ,119,921 • ,f.,05.819 IS,QS.Ho • • • , l i ,8q,q"H • • 4,05.11 '9 IS·9S,740 • • . " i '.S~.91l 6 • 40,°5.819 15.95_740 6 , 
9 14.1 .35' " 8 1.7.·957 IS.93.3ol1 11 ., 
•• IS-IS.351 " 

, 1.58.9.57 16,77.3°8 II ·s 
" IS ,19d5 1 " 8 1.58.9.57 , 6.77.308 II 8 

" 15. 18'3.5 1 " 8 1.58.957 16'77,3081 , 8 • 
'" 15,IS,351 " 8 1,.58.951 , 6.77.3°8 II 8 

" 
6. IS,2l' .. 8 J .58.951 • 7.1],208 II 8 ,. 6.1 3.8 2. •• .8 10,2.8.9Si! 16,4-1.810 10 ,8 • ., 7,04.0-U 0 8 14-,2.8,958 1J.32,979 0 8 ., 7.05,232 , 8 14.28,9.58 1I 'C, I.,o , • .. 

•• 7.5.5,'132 , 8 ' 4,28,958 21, ,1 90 , 8 • 
'0 7 '55~1 8 14.28,958 21.84,1 900 ; • 
2t 7.n 7 1:1 14.28 .958 2 ,,JJ40. 190 , . 8 

'3 7 • .53.4 4- 0 JIi '4, 28.958 21.82.4-22- o .8 

" 1.5j,464- 0 l' 14.28>9.58 11 ,111.';'22 o .8 
\ " 15,]2.2&2 Q ,8 6,50,00' 2,.81·"l.l o .8 • '. 15,1 9,1 I 0 II 6,SO,OOf 2. 1,69.1 2 & ,8 • 

3' , 6,19,161 ° 18 6.50•001 r"'~' 1 62 ". 3' 11,19,061 o· ,8 3·5°.00' 14.69,062- o ., • 

Fer . 
~ort.- • 

t P. • 
' 44-" • • • • • 

• • • • • • 
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• 

, 
• • 

MiJ\ute of t\e Majority, 
, 

tbted zJll March, 1775, containing' 
, 

• F~rt. W!lIiam, ,11& M~rch. I 77S . 
• 
• 

Minljtc .from General Clave[i flg~ Colopel .Mohfon, 
and .Mr. FrancIs. , . . 

T H E ' Honorable Court of Dircdors~ have now undoubtedly fufficient m~teri:\I' 
befor't: ! hem. 'P I" u e of . and dct .... rmine upon lite propriety of our obt1:rllilions 00 

t he public conJuB: n the Governo, Gc:nual, and [he mc:afurc:s of the latc Adm?­
n iU ration. The COlOre ;n which we. have hitherto pkad«l is that of the Compan, 
and the Nation, not ou r own ; we h:. t fupporced it f:urly. IInli wait impl!.[it"nrly for 

, the decifion. Tht"n.: :Ire but twO ..Arriclts in the CQvernoJ' Gencral's Minute oJ l he: 
2.2 d of February Ih~i:elll to us to rcquit& any funher notice on our parr . 

• 
H e adherts to [he truth of the aJTchion cOIH;l.ined in his Le tter to [he COUrt of 

Dir~Ctor' of th~ 3d of D~c('mb~, '77 4. viz , "That on the 30th of Novemlx:r 
.. there was:l Blll:t~ ce. of Corrent Ru pees 80.+9,806 af1uilll] Iyl"l in the: Company" 

• " Treafur!es, as particularized in the Account enclofed in th .. t utter."' , 

, 

We have now c.:lllcd upon Mr. Croftes to explain the Account, llnd beg !rave to 
refer the COUrt of Dircllors to the annexed CUPy t)f the Qudbons put to hIm and 
the Anfwers. as thcy flood rec(l rdtd on the CO:lfu\t:.1[iom of the Ih venue B.Jard of 
tbe '71h in'hnt. ~r,.Croftes ded aru ... That tbe Ar.count in queilioo wa '!' nor meant. 
.. by him liS ~he C:d1'l-AccOunt of the 'Company on IIle 30 th of November."­
. , T hat he did not draw it lip with :1 vIew LO pron", thM the Balance i\;;ted by Mr. 
" H aftings W.:lS aCtual ly lying in the Company's TreAfur:es un that day, aud that it 
"' docs not prove rile aaual exillence ot~ luch ' a Balance," 

A, we have now the :tuthority of Mr. Crofte~ himrdf for affirming, IhH the 
Acr.ount d~5 not ' prove 1~l t truth of Ihe propoGl ion wh,ich the Governor· 
Gencral pro?O:fed to prove by it, we !halilcave any f\lrther ~dlion Ihat may . arife 
on thi. fubJcCt to be ngit:1tcd between him and Mr. Croftes. ,lnd dctermined by 
our Superiors, ' • 

t ContaiDed In the A ccount of Arrears due to the Ktng.t anne-xe.d TO ou r M in ut C'. NO.3. of 
in J.~pc:n di)C t 'I th of J anuary Jaft~ we art informed by Mr. Crofr('s thl[ he: h3S Jed us inro a 
No,) , ml ke. It fe('m~ that he has given cn'd ie t o the Kin£; for one: yeu's Tri blue: lOCI 

" much. In hlS Letter to Mr, Fra nCIS of the 15th or J-c:brunr!, of wlucll ' .... e enclole 
I a Copy,t he flYs, ,hat he had neye:r rece:iw:d ~ny Intlm:ttlOIl'Ill Ihl ,Ibn' do, of the RI·. 

• (olution of the: lite Bo' rd to w~hho ld thc T ribute p,om 111C 7 tl) of OCt.)bcr, 1771 . 
• Being alked from whom he received th iS \'cry late communieatlon. he rtphes, that 

he rcall] dOll H(JI rt((J/Jtll. 

• 
• 

• 
• I 

\\'e Ie-ave it to Mr. Croftes to fetde with [he Governor·General ilt wh;t nllnnet 
the Credit lIready given in the Khalf:1 Ledger is 10 be bal.meed on the o ther !ide 
of tbe Account, or whether thc Hooks of the Trealury are to be ahe~d by erafun:: 
or Olhtrwife. •• 

< 
At .:lny otlKr tirre. or i. I. rhuat iOfl Ids perple-lI("d tnt! embarraffed tI' an 1I::It 

; n which we ate now involved, we might perhaps hlvt; punled our enquiries in:o 
t hcfe u ;lOr.tliuns with ~realcr cud nels 2nd attention; but the diffieul:i:s we ha\'c 
to conleod wilh increafe upon us every d:ty, and arc attended with {uch perfonal 

• pai'n aod mortifk:Hioo, ~s not only ~rollrag~ us in the execution of our duty, 
but dirable uf (rorn gOIng thrcm h bufinef, 1!1' tll~' manner we eQuid with. The 
anxiety and " concern ~lIh which :i~ COllrl.of Dirctlon will unl.!oubte.lIy h{'ar of 
the Clprg(s l:tt~ l y brought againft Ihe Governor.G C'nernr. caonot be gCo:'31cr t hall 
tbat y.fl ich we f("cI in communicl[in~ them. He now nand. pubhckly attufed of 
the receipt 01' I ~rgc Sum' of M oney corruptly taken fllr'Service's prrformcd by b~O\. 
or l'hcc~ Oifl'of«l of by his inAuencf in his pffice. Maha l~:jjlih NU.NOCOM.u. .:lnd 
the Ihnny 1)1" OurJwan ftand forth 1lS his Accufcn, and defite to be heard in fup­
port of (heir fevcrd' Charges, the former In perron. the latter by her authorized 
:-; l rvanu ; on th<: other hand, the Governor perCIIlI)IOrily denies the: l1'JthorilY of the 

oard to cn4uirc in[(l thefe AccuJations, fnUnd of pumiuing his Acculcr 10 Ippe.1r 
ore him, he illegally ende.lyoutl t<1 diltulvc the noard. and rCpc'atedly quiu ,he 

thair. • 

, • 
• ,.J .. 

• 

• 
I AIDC!CeJ 10 !WI Miatill' . 
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