: s ‘-'.’WWDue&ors on Benga[ﬁfgm ; "1:.‘

% Provinces, and {or not ﬁ;:mndiug their %cﬁ" and conqrw to thoﬁ gcnenl

e prmtlplcs of juﬁ:lce which ﬂ\e : uld be;ﬁl

‘After a ate therean, a %{p&mn was p fed, Whetbnr nhe Words [and the,then
Governor :w:ca the Wprd [ h] and the rd [far] fhould ftanﬁ as pm of the
fud R lutmn: s R L

And the an&m bcmg ncconimaly put, ' Bt

It pafied in the Negan\re. b L ke Ay

Another Queftion bcmg propofed form&mg the fiaid Refolution, by mfcrtmg the
';’Vords [ﬁqnm!yr@cmd] b":vcenthc Ward [C#hm] and thc Word[ for] and the Qm(tmn
cing put, H g A el

The fame paﬂ'cd in t.hc Aﬂirmmve.

And another Queftion faci; Whethcr the Words {of juftice] berween the Word
[prmup!e:] and the Wordbmm[? Id (tand as pnrtof the flthRcfu}utmn,

And the Queﬁion being accordingly ;iu:,
It paffed in the Negmvc, 5 S g e

And thereupon thc faid Refolution, as now amchded. ivis agrccd to, and ftands as fol-
lows, viz. o

RESOLVED, That thiis Cém-t dd!h‘tgie: with the faid Commm’ée that the A
ment made with Sujah Dowla, for the hire of a part of the Company's Troops for. the
teduétion of the Rohilla Country, and the fubfequent fteps taken for carrying on that
War, wefe founded on wrong policy, were contrary to the general Orders of the Com-
pany, frequently repeated, for k pmg their Troops within the bounds of the Provinces,

and for not extending their ; and were nlfo contrary to thofe® general prmc:plu
which the Company wifh fliould fuppemd. o
: ' d'.‘..- ‘T‘ !
s
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At a Court of Dire&ors held on Tucfday the sth ’

- of December, 1775.
Reparts from ﬂ'se?coﬁmm of the whole Court, dated the 2gth and zoth No-

I 73&11 d and | taining their fureher eedmgs on the

nee o Cour:, : fﬂ:nf' gg’mﬂ:,‘n confider of thé"Smof the Com-
#Gmrding w0 thc &dv;wme:wm“ in the cuurﬁ:ot' this year,

M&iﬂthur Reports;
ix uon, as foon as it could

.l_ Ordess 5 buz
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Proceedings of the Cotirt of Proptictors on Bengal Affairs.
At a Court of Dire@ors held on Wednefday the
6th of December, 1775. *° =

.

. 4
"I HE-Refolutions of this Court of the 28th and 2gth November lafl, atd the 3t and 5th
initant, relative to the Company's Affairs ar Bengal, were read.
A

At a General Court of the United Company of Mer-
chants of England trading to the Eaft-Indies, held
at their Houfe in Leadenhall-Street on Wednef-
day the 6th of Decembery 1775, at Twelve o’Clock
at noon; :

. ¥

PR BBl N

John Roberts, Efq. Deputy Chairman, with moft of the Direc-
tors, and a very numerous appearance of the Generality.

T HE Deputy Chairman acquainted the Court, that the Court of Dire&orshaving taken into
confideration the Differences which, awn'diamhe Advices reeeived inthe courfeof this

year, appeared 1o have arifen in the Superior Council i Bengal, had palied feveral Refo

Juriong thereon, which are ready to be fubmitted to this Court. TRE '

And the faid Refolutions being thereupon called for, were read, being as f S vin

“ RESOLVED, Thag this Court is of opinion, that the Agreament 'ﬁ’&ﬂ“ﬁ
“ Dowla, for the hire of a part of the Company’s Troops for the redt of the

¢ hilla Country, and the fublgqucm fleps taken for carrying on that Wai

 wrong policy, were contrary to the general Orders of the Company, free
« for keeping their Troops within the bounds of the Provinces, and §
«*Territarits ; and were 3lfo contrary to thofe general principles wi
* thould be fupported.” - =i

“* RE}OLVED, That this Court is of opinion, that the wh
“ overnor-Genetal and Mr. Middicton fhould have b
“ bers of the Superior Council, who ought to have received
¢ ing the tranfactions of the Company’s Agent ar Sujah Dowla"
“ Jase ther condudt at thar crtical period.™ Ui
» 2y

g



« RESOLVED, That ﬁ urt
< arrival of the Anfon, or fome furthe m Bengal, before a pr:cifc Judgmcn:
& canbe form:d relmu o the future i‘ﬂefournssafc at
v Wiy £ e AL T <

* Troops from the* :{ s lilm
¢ was agreeable to the the Ce punyl gener 3 but m

* firvation of Mffairs atﬁmum between the Compp.ng and Su,ph Dowl-,. mdn%lher
¢ circumftances, the Court thmk the l‘emﬁmg lu&ily might have hcen at-

¢ tended with: mnmwm, i 4 !. %5 47y
The Court taking the above Ry eon‘naanim gt

+An Amendment: was prdpofed to the firft Rclhlunon, by prcﬁxmg to, 1t lhc follow-
mg Words. \nz

That mmuy'kw mc«wmmwmgﬁamam ty of Warren
Haftings, Efg. an gﬂda&lﬁ*w fwnﬁ:wﬂlg mh.tmdugwﬂbm
procf, yet they are of opinion with G’mg“m:,

And the Counmﬁdwus of m&,&mendmm:,h oy

And the 22d Par:gnga of the Letlrr to the Sele& Committee at Be 1, dated -

the 11th November, 1768, alfo the 45th Pamgraph of the Le:tep mthc’s Coms
mittee at Bengal, dated the 28th Auguit, 1771, and . )

The Inftruétions from the Governor and-Sck&.Gnmﬁnee at Bengnl to Sir Robert
Barker, dated the gota April, 1772, entered on l:he faid Committee’s Confulmions of

the {fame date,

§ Afier a Debate of great length and the Qucfhon bmng put fur thefnd Amend-
ment,

_The fame paficd woanimonlly in-the Aﬁmm ives
And then the Quc&:on being put on the faid amended Motion, it was

RESOLVED UNAN{N@USLY “Th o? mzwimg this Court hath the higheft
opinion of the *Sctvices and Tntegr Warren Ha: Efq. and cannot admit
a_fufpicion of corrupt motives opcraﬁug on his condu@ without proof, yet they are
of o inion with their Courc of Dircors, thac the Ag t made with Sujah Dowia

the hme of a part of the Campanys I.‘roop; or the Reduftion of the Rohilla
Gonntry. 5‘ S:ltp;' carrying on that ‘War, were founded on
wrong Policy, w!mcpo:rnr,y 1o gnerg]ardm of the Company ;'rcquemly repeated,
for keeping their Tmopt w of the vames, and for not extending
their Territories 3 and were m t.hofc Ge&rsl ?rmciples which theCom-
m wuh -ﬂm!d

e | ' '
SED TN ANIMC doigmewlthlheﬂ ion of the
mp f 1 Cor Bexwee ﬁcmggcncral and
embm of the Superior Cquycil, whe

Ct s of the Compmy s
w© m@hﬂ fllm Wdu& at that cricical

... :thourtofﬁireﬁbn,dm

i '.‘}ﬁflf._i;u nm!l'ary to wait the

. "(bmc further Adﬂqlril_ﬁan B:ﬁ _
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158 * Letter from the Court of Dire&ors to the Goyernor-General and 'Counncil,
to the future Refources of that Pre-

before a precife jydgment can be formed re

fidency. b | RN :
o And then the Court, on confidering the fourth Refolution of the Court of Directors,
on the Queftion, . PN G RN A &

' RESOLVED, That this Court do agree in og'm‘ian with the Court of Dire€tors,

that the Meafure of recalling the Troeps from the Rohilla Expedition, as foon s it

could be done with propricty, was agreeable to the Spirit of the Cémpany’s gene-

ral Orders 3 but confidering the fituation of Affairs at that time between the Com-

any .and Sujah Dowla, and other circomftances, the Court think the recalling them
fo haftily might have been attended with inconyeniencies.
A Motion being then made, d X

[} -]

« That it is the Opinion of this Court, that’ the infinvations thrown out by three
* Members of the Council-General of Bengal, in their late Difpatches, againft Mr. Hait-
« ings, whereby it is intimated, that his motives for engaging in the Reduétion of the
¢ Rohillas were not the oftenfible Motives he has affigned, and that he afled therein
‘ contrary to his judgment, are injurious to the Chara&ter of Mr. Haftings, and ought
"¢ not to have been made ufe of, unlels accompanied with the grounds and reafons
« on which fuch infinvations are founded, whereby the Company might have been en-
% abled ro judge for themielves on a point of fo much importance to ic as the Cha-
« rater of the Gqvernor-General of Bengal.”

And it being thcrcu;.m moved to adjourn,
The Court, on the Queftion being put, ©
p Adjourned accordingly.

Extra&t of Letter from the Court of Direors to
the Governor-General and Council at Fort-Wil-
liam in Bengal, dated the 135th of December, 1775.

|
E
E : Par. 1. w HILE we were indulging the hope that fo perfed an harmony would
. have prevailed amongft the Members of the new Adminiftration in Bengal,
| s is neceffury.te give vigour to the A&s of Governmen', as well as dignity to your Coun-
eils, how great muft ous concern and difappointment be, on finding that diffenfions have
| . arifen fo early, and operated fo far as they appear to have done from the feparate Addreffes
of our Governor-Geperal and the Majority of the Board, as well as from the Minutes on
your public Records? We are far from difapproving a difference of opinion on any mca-
e fure; on the contrary, we confider it as the duty of every Member of your Board to expre(s
hiis fencifadnts with freedom on every fubject. ~ Our concern proceeds folely from obferv-
ing a warmth of altercation, which threatens to deftroy that mutual refpe@ and confidence

we were {o folicitous to promote when we recommended harmony among yourfelves,
. < TR : -
2. As the feparate Addreffis of our Governor-General, and of the Majority of Council,
to the Court of Diretors, and of the latter to our late Chairman and e Clnim;'u.

i arc entered upon your Records, we fhall *confider .them as Proceedi :

E Ceuncil, and as l{'chj reply to thole particulars '-whinh'uuﬂr_:_‘ ire our oblervation b ;h'lldlmpum'l;f
or determination ; and herein we gd‘lfbég'uided by that equal regard which we: bear

F a 5 % - "

- amrae e
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] dated 15th of December, 177;. ! :
towards every Member of your Board, exprefling our approbation of fuch meafures as ar#
P right, and reprehending thofe which appear to us ucIJ:rvfng of cenflire ; but betore we

Rr:fcccd_ to thofe particulars, we think it neceffary to communicate to you the following
olutions, ngrezs 1o by.a General Court of Proprictors, held on the 6th inftant, relatjve o
fundry objeéts on which you have been divided, ' ¢

o o

. RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, thac notwithRanding this Court hath the higheft

opinion of the fervices and integrity of Warren Haftings, Efquire; and cannot aduit 4 fuf-
picion of corrept motives operating on his conduét without proof,.yet they are of opinion
with their Court of Dircétors, that the Agreement made with Sujah Dowla, for the hire of
a part of the. Company's T'roops for the Reduction o the Rohilla Country, and the fub-
I fequent fteps taken for carrying on that War, were founded on wrong palicy, weie cons

trary to the general Orders of the Company, frequently repeated, for keeping their Troops
within the bounds of the Provinces, and for not extending their Terfitories; and were
alfo contrary to thofe general prificiples which’the Company wifli fhould be fupported. °

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That this Coutt do agree with the Opinion of the
4 Court of Direétors, that the whole Correfpondence between the Governor-General and
Mr. Middleton fhould have béen laid before the Members of the Superior Council, who
ought to have received every jinformation rrfpc&in% the tranfaétions of the Company’s
Agmoc;. at Sujah Dowla’s Court, in order to regulate their conduét ac chat critical
peri

RESOLVED, That this Court do agree in Opinion with the Courr of Direors, that it
is neceffary to wait the arrival of the Anfon, or fome further Advices from Bengal, before a
precife judgment can be formed relative to the future Refources of that Prefidency.

RESOLVED, That this Court do agres in Opinion with .the Court of Directors, that
the Mealure of recalling the Troops from the Rohilla E xpedition, as foor as it could be
done with propriety, was agrecable to the fpirit of the Company’s general Orders; but

| confidering the fituation ofg fairs at that nme between the Company and Sujah Dowla,
. and other circumftances, the Court think the recalling them fo haftily mighc have been
attendtd with inconveniences. '

3. ‘Having thus laid before you the fenfe.of the Proprictors at.large oni- the above fub-
je&ts, taken after the moft candid examination of your Records, we proceed to make fuch
further Obfervations, and to give fuch Orders and Inftruétions, as from the nature of your
Advices and the fituation of our Affairs in Bengal appear to us neceflary,

4. We difapprove all fuch diftant Expeditions, as may eventually carry our Forces toany
firuation, too remote to admit of their fafe and fpeedy return to the proreétion of our own
i Provinces in cafes of emergency. 4

5. We alfo urterly difapprove and conderiin offenfive Wars; diftinguithing however
between offeniive meafures ‘unneceffarily undertaken, with a view to pecuniary advan-
tages, and thofe which the prefervation of ourHonor; or the protection or fafety of our
Pofleflions, may render abfolutely necelfary. 4

|6, The attention pudby the M’a‘brity'tb the tenor ard fpirit of our Ordets on this
# l'u'bjc& is kighly ble to us; mﬂj it is our moft pofitive dﬁe&idn, that no deviation
from thofe Orders be permitted but umthe moft urgent and abfolute neceflity, as that
alone can juftify a departure from them; for the profpect of any advantages, however
alluring, can in no wife be adequate to the pernicious conlequenced which mult refulc from
ex of difobedience to our Orders.
i -l gl v '3 ?
" ». The fentiments exprefied by the Majority in the 36th Paragraph of their Addrefs, coin-
-,-Xemaly with our own. Thei Wm?:uion toendeavour mmaﬁlmin Peace in India, and
vigoroully to defend our Poficflions and Allies, cannot be too much applauded; we there-
 fore firictly cnjoin every Member of our Council to concur heartily in fuch meafures as
: m*f.:maqﬁ- accomplifhing thefe Wwpoﬁ
Yy ¢ CHRT Ay sl (R B ol

a = :

5 -

in conquering the Rohilla Country for Sujah-

dily " . =57
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- :I- ’m‘
uunder in Chief' a8 Iy

perfon, on any aécdunt oF firtt

“adopred, ‘aﬁ rrpw mlh :
et

o the Tre m‘nﬁfm&”ﬁwh
Treaty fulfilled; itis never-

seneral tenor of our
y our Servants with S¢
aace of his ﬂipulaumﬂ

10. ?hﬁ;ﬁ) ener ‘Baiker's _
lﬂa' g‘*e !ﬁhf' i all \ ' i i |
:h:te'li“%sud%ﬂdﬁ ‘ﬂﬁ} : .r.. 6" of Policy forbad ger Servantsto extend their
yiews beyond et ' ; d the obtaining of a_proper indemnifi-
caion for chargfs o bemcurtcd m’tﬁl!‘nf dse ROB:'ﬂnm a p&*aa:wn: and we think”
;hen;e was great prol that thole . & have been accomplifhed
13

without gbccm fliies.  Bur en n&mg into an Agreement
with the Vizer, %ﬁh‘ﬁ 1o Toom 'Fbr‘w&fﬁmudn ywith the Rohallas, it was gceemim 'y
the duty of our Prefident and Council © hay F:vun dn’ immdiate'md abfolute refulal 1o
all requifitions 10 injurious to the’ repuaatlon of the Company, and t-afpccmlly for en

in a ailtant :pedl:tidn, wherein want of fuccefs ‘might have been am: xia?anﬁ

confequences.

ar. 1is withi grens [}usfn&ion we find, that nlthough hoftilities were commenced with
an_apparcnt_determinaton to exmr‘mmm the Rohillas, a more honorable erd has been
put to that Wur, and that a provifion is made for the of Hafez Rhamet Khan, This
circamftance is the more Abh- to us, a5 it feems to have been effcéted by the inter-

fition of our Commander in Chief, and will, We hope, read toeffice any unfavourable
inpreffions which the rarr tuken by our Scrvm;s againt thc R.omih.s m;r have occalioned
amongft the Nanm of Ind

12. The return of our TrOOpt from the ‘Rohllla Gountrv’l; an event’ hug‘ldy accgptzble
to us; and fromt &cnera] teior of your Adv: We are hd mhtp:. that thl: money then
due trom Sujah Do ‘ﬁ.'tfx\ E} m unforefven acciden pnymcnt of
any part has b&udﬂiyee,wt diréﬂ ahu’ynn ‘hpna m%imrgl;therwf'

13. We by no means approve the idea of conumﬁn to defend the Subah of Oude in
the Rohilla Country; you are therefore in future firictly o cdhﬂncsyourfclves to the
Letter and Spirit of our Uﬂ:lcn on that {uhje&, dn#& ﬂhMakc!;, 1775

14. Tt is with equal furprize apd conccrn tlm we db'ﬁrve; ém "_Gﬁr Mmute! of Countil
R Pt et e e
wi ue Vantof the Had 3
fhould propofe the reimquihng Eqﬁﬁijﬁb ‘ crty, 2de IW Cﬁme.

Rohilla Country to the K @ﬁlm
Grant of<he Sovercignty of 1 Ill 'itiﬂ Blhi’r

15. We t#e ic for granted th
appeared to you na !ﬁfq
neverthelefs think it
tions for your future guidan
be ever made by you ta




‘ R 1 ‘.'._.‘._ - ._ 'I .ﬁ ‘_‘. '.1:
28, The in opportunity for rendering this meafure fill
lm:gﬁﬁs altory. ' : eannotﬁhulbc i huimuch%ependfﬂpouuﬁ
fupport, and therefore will, we perfuade ourfelves, readily confent to defray the whole

éxpenfe of a Brigade, to be employed in the defence of his Dominions. The n:r:eﬂhz-
ﬁig::htions on your part will be, that our Troops fhall not march beyond the line of thofe
Territories which Sujah Dowla pofitfied in confequence of the Treaty of 1765, ang the
Provinces of Cbyah and Allahabad, which were ceded to him by the,T'reaty of Benares; and
that they fhall be at all fimes fubjedt to your recall, in cafe they fhall be wanted for our
own immediate fervice.  Upon thefe principles we dire¢tyou to contlude a Treaty with
Sujah Dowla’s Succeffor, and to affure him that the moft effedtual afitance thall be
rded him by us, in cafe his Country fhall at any time be invaded. -

_19. We find the Brigade lately employed with Sujah Dowla confifted of two Battalions
of I-?;:ropcans, fix Battalions of Sepoys, and one Company of Artillery; and this objeét
appears to us of fo great importance in every point of view, that we think a complete
‘l;.'.pgude fhould be ftationed in future with the Ph.bub of Oude, and paid by him, as bcforc‘

20, And 25 a good Body of Horfe would not only be of great ufe in time of action, but
alfoof fingular fervice in preventing the incurfions of Indian Enemies;, who frequently
ravage the Country with Cavalry and retire before Infantry can come up with them, we
fhould deem it an cflential fervice rendered the Company, if you could prevail on the
Nabob of Oude to keep up a Body of Horfe, to be difciplined and officered by Europeans,
and under our command.

21. Innegotiating a defenfive Alliance of this nature and extent, no pains muft be fpared
to convince the Nabob, that our views terminate folely in the prefervdtion of his Country,
and that the Troopsfo to be kept for his defence will not occafion a great additional
charge to him, becaufe his own Forces may be diminifhed in proportien to the ftrength
acquired by our affiftance. .

22. The fafety of fo Iarge a part of our Army requires the utmoft attention ; you will
therefore be particularly carefyl that the refpective Corps be fo ftationed as to admit of
a fpeedy junction in cafes of emergency.

23. Whatever number of Troops may be thus entertained by the Subah of Oude, we
muéa in repeat that the whole expenie muft be borne by him; but due care muit be
taken that fuch expenle be not increafed by any unneceflury charge whatever.

24. As. the important Fortrefs of Chunargur was ceded to the Company by Sujah
Dowla, you are by all means to keep pofieflion thereof. A proper number of Europe-
ans muit be ftutioned there, and the command of the Garrifon muft be entrufted ro
nonc but able and experienced Officers.

25, We dire¢t that the Fort of Chunargur be forthwith repaired in fuch manner
as all be neceflary. Icis neverthelels our Order, that the charge of thofe Repairs be
included in th® Sum already aurhorized to be expended on Public Works, and that
the Rriftelt frugalicy be oblerved in conduting fuch Repairs, <

26, Aithough the Office of Vizier of the Empire was confirmed to Sujgh Dowla b
our influence, we arc uncertain how far the paft conduét and prefenc fitvation of Shng

Allum may rendersic pradent for us now to interfere in the appointment of an Offi-

cer of fuch nominal authority in his Service; but in cafe, from particular circumftances;

it fhall appear to you neceffury to take a part in the recommendation of a Perfon to fill

that Office, on that it may contribuce to the prefervation of Peateia the Country, we
fhall approve of your acting accordingly.
27. The conduét of our late Council, in empowering the Prefident to prepare In-
~ frutions for Mr, Middietons as Agent at the Court of Sujah Dowla, wichour order-
~‘ing them to be fubmitted to the Board for cheir infpetion and approbation, was very
improper ; and ic is our éxprefs Diretion, that no fuch independent or fEparate au-
thonity be ever delegated to any Governor or Member of Council, or to any other
~ Ferfon whalsever; buc that all Fafiruétions to Public Agents be laid before the Coun-
- ail, and figned by a Majoricy of the Members, before they be catried into execution.
LI FRE AR L $'C a8, As
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.28. As the Appointment of Mr. Middleton was made Wlﬂq i nd Couneil;
his Gorrefgmdegg:‘ fhould have been addreffed -;o_x'hl_li. or fpeedily and unrefefvedly
laid before them by, the Prefident; and we cannot avoid expreffing our difapprobation
that any part t.hcte%}' has been with-held from the ptrufal of our Supreme Council.

i LaTs

29. Obferving that Extradls of Letters have been laid before the Board, we dire,
that whenever %he Gavernor-General, Commander in Chief, of any of our Council,
fhall introduce to the Board any letters or Cortelpondence wrote 3o them, or to- or
by any of them, or‘by any Perfon whatever, by their or any of their direciions or
privity, relaring to the Affairs of the Company, the whole of fuch Letiers and Corref-
pondence Thall be produced to and laid before the Board. '

.

30. Onscomparing the Statement of Cafh in the Provincial and Khalfa Treafuries,
tranfmitted by the Governor-General, with that correéted by the Majority, we apprehend
the apparent difference arifes from the different modes of flgting thofe Accounts. We
think the Governor’s Statement could not be‘accurasc, as the periods for which it was taken
were diltant, ang*confiderable remittances had been made between thofe periods from fub=*
ordinate Treafuries to the Khalfa, and confequently fome of thofe remittances might be
twice reckoned in the Account; on the other hand, it does not appear chat any Eftimate is
made of the amount of nearly one month’s collection then in receipt at the feveral fubor-
dinate Treafuries.

1. In order, therefore, to obtain from time to time 2 more perfect Cath Account, we
direét, that our fubordinate Revenue Councils tranfmit Cafh Accounts every month, dated
the fame day of the month, and that they {pecify the date and amount of their laft remic-
tance to the Khalfa, ghat you may be certainly informed whecher fuch remittance be re-
ceived at the Prefidenc jor not; you are then to ftate the Balance of the Khalfa Freafury
for the fame day as the Accounts of the fubordinate Treafuries are madé ap to, dnd to
tranfmit fuch Accounts, properly adjufted, o us by évery Ship for cur informvation,

g

32. As you have acquainted us that we may expeét the Genewal Books of the Serle-
ment and further Advices by the Anfon, we fhall upon the arrival of ehat Ship take into
confideration the fubjet of our Revenues and Refources in Bengdl, and communicaté 10
you our Orders thereon fo foon as convenient.

48. The proprietyeof paying off fo foon as may be the Principal of our Bond Debt,
as well as of reducing the Intereft payable thercon, appears fo evident to us, thar we
cannot omit the prefent opportunity of direéting, in addition to our Ordersand In-
firuétions given in March laft, that you conltantly apply, from time to time, all Sur-
plus Monies not wanted for the Exigencies of Government, or for the Provifion of
our Inveftment, or for Aids to our other Prefidencies, or China, towards the dif~
charge of fuch Pyincipal Money as may be owing by the Company on Bond, or on
Intereft Notes in Bengal, until the whole fhall be paid, except fo much as is ®r-
dered to be difcharged by Bill$ of Exchange, and as hath been direéted to be appro-
priated ro the Ey‘mcnt Penfions to our Military in England, and alfo fuch fmall
Sums as may be the property of Widows or Orphans, who fublift upon the Tnterelt paid
them by the Company ; but even with thefe excepdons, swe think ic improper, that our
whole Dgbt at interelt in Bengal fhould exceed the amount of twenty Lacks of Cur-
rent Rupees, i Loy 's

39 We have noticed the condult of our Board of Trade refpeQing the- of Two
angd an Half per Cent, levigd upon our Inveftment, and the Commt®reial Profits arifing
from Salt and Ophium ; and having taken into confideration their _G]iih’iw.'-lhé;m% '
feparate Opinions of our Governor General and Council on the fubjeél, we are con-
vinced of the propriety of the Opinion of the Board of Trade, and of the neceflity of
preventing our Commercial Privileges in Bengal from being infringed - by makingim- =

proper or woneceflary additions to the apparent amount of our Revenues, . n.:’

e
i

Y

-

40. The letting. of Salt Lands, as part of the znnua? Rent is fometimes
Salt, the Khallary Tax, and the Doty paid on Salt ar the Cuftom Houfe,
doubt Articles of Revenye, and as foch proper_ohjedts of your Departaye
we cannot allow that Profits ariing from Sales at Austion come wnder that
tion. We therefore diret, that you deliver*over' tour Board: of Trade,
may be, all Salv received, or.which may hereafter be receivid by you, either
ment of Rents, or as the Surplus of the Dilkritts; at Prims Colt, neceffary C
eds and that our faid Board of 'l rade {#ll the fame ac Public Auétion,

] ’
. ' e gl AL




scember, reve. : -

of oar Tnveftment, in liké minner a8 we have direfled
duce of our Confignments from hence, in the 17th Afticle of
aétions, dated che 2gth of March, 1774: ol '

41, As the Ri:’vé_n.ﬂe Courcil at Patna are of opinion, that :hg Ophivm Bufinefs
may be more conveniently conduéted by their Board than by &u} commercials Ser-
vants, on that gonfidergtion only we direét, that the Provifioh thercof be continued
under your managsment, bur that you confign the fume, when provided, to our
Board of Trade at Prime Coft, who ate to difpofe thereof ac Public' Au&ion, and to
apply the Produce towards the provifion of our Inveftment, ¢ :

3

42. Wedifapprove the levying of Two and an Half per Tent. upon our Iavellment,
as it occafions ‘a fititious increafe of our Cuftoms at Bengal, and a fallacious sAccount
of the Prime Coft of our Imports from thence. On this fubject we' dired, thar the
Officers of Revenue continug to iffue Rowannahs as ufualy in order to prevent impo-
fitions by individuals, and that the fame be regiftered for your information 5 and alfg,
that all Rowannahs iffued on our account be regularly compared with’the Amount of
Goods pafied Duty-free, under the Denomination of the Company’s Inveftment s bur

ou are by no means to receive any Sums of Money from our Board of Trade as an

mpoft or Duty levied on Goods which compole our Inveltmert.

43. As the cuftom of receiving complimentary Nazirs, of prelents, i§ hot only. Hable
to abufe, but alfo contrary to the late At of Parliament for regulating India Affuirs; we
much apprové the determination of the Majority to refule aif fuch prefénts, and direét,
that ftrict obedience be paid to the faid A&, not only by all the Mémbers of our Council,
but by every perfon in our Service, and by all Britifh Subjects refiging in India under

our pmtE&ion. L "

44. The attention fhewn by our late Prefident and Council to hereditary Zemindars,
and the care taken to exclude Banyans'and other Servants of Reévepue Officers from [farm-
ing of Lands, in the general Syltem formed for that purpofé, gave us the greateft facis-
flﬂinn; and it is ﬂwrefgcrc with great furprize we read on your Minutes of Council, that
Banyans of Calcutta, or perfons prote&ted by them, occupy the place of Zemindars, and
farm the, Revenues; and that to fuch caufes the large Balances in arredr may truly be
imputed.

* .

45. This fubje& appearsto us of fo great im orante, thit we dire& you forthwith to
inveftigate it fully; and if you fhall ﬁnf former Regulations inefltCtual for preventing the
evils enumerated on your Proccedings, you are forchwith to apply fuch remedics as the
nature of the cafe fhall require, for eradicating all improper mfucnce i obnining Farms
by perfons prohibired by the faid Regulations. '

40. In regard to Penfions being allowed to fuch Zemindars as have really compounded

withGovernmenr for the profits of theirZemindaries, it feems to us butjult chat chey fhould

receive their annual Allowance; and as to the effeét which fuch conventions may have

upon the Country, we apprehend they moft be falutary, becaufe extortions, frauds, and

=~ embezzlements of Zemindarry Dutins and Collectors are thereby torally prevented. Bueir

ou fhall find thar collufive bargains have been made, and that Stipends are alloyed to
%e.mindnrsi without an equitable confideration received by us for fuch Stipends, we dircét,
that you regulatethe fame in fuch manner, as fhall prevent further impolition upen the

Company on this account. - _
4. Your Proceedings relative to the Ranny of Burdwan and Mr. John Gralam, to the
‘Smﬁ and the Contractors, and to the Writ of Habeas Corpus iffued againft one of

~ the Company's Parmers at Dacca, have been duly artended to; but as'the materials before

" usere incomplete, we can.a prefent give no direttions on thofc Proccedings. We fhall

colledt che principal facts as they appear to us, and take the opinion of Counfeh thereon,

4 e will be tranfmitted to you by another but early conveyance for your information
Wk idance 43

) gul Z :
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Carinjay and to the fubtequent Ceffion of

, the' Maratta Chicf; and although the materialy
i - Inftractions on every point relative to
rove, under every circunftance, of the Mﬁqms

' 1 ;qu Advices received from our Slr*vants ar .
Salce and
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Ragobah, and direét, that you for

thmrprdermwnn:ldm vt — ‘
49. In'attending#o this objeét, you will not fail to communicate our fentiments to the

Commander of His Majefty’s Squadron, or to requeft fuch countenance and fu t from

the King’s Ships, as fhall from tme to time be neceflary for the lecurity of esur Poffcflions,

and for the advantage of our Affairs on that fide of India. byt $

52: We fee no material inconvenience that can attend the meafurement of the Dacca
Lands, and therefore dipec that it be refumed and faithfully accomplifhed,eif it fhall not
have been done befare the recgipt of thefe our Orders.

53. 'We find on your Eftimate of extra Receipts and Difburfements one Article, which
flates upwards of Nineteen Liacks of Rupecs, as appropriated towards difcharging old Sale
Balances; this requires the ftrictelt inveltigation, We obferve feveral claims originally
smade by Nativgs in their own names ares now remewed in the names of Europeans,
which we deeth very irregular. . -

" 4. Our Committee of Revenue in 1771 were of opinion, that Government had
connived at the frands of their own Officers, who might poffibly have received greater
advances of money from Salt Merchants than the produce of the Diftricts could bear;
that if the whole of thofe advances had not been brought to account, the Balances then
climed muft be a clear lofs ro the Reyenue; and in cafe they have been accounted
for, it feems evident that there has been an anticipation of the Revenues to the amount
{pecified.
™o 4
55, It is therefore ur Order, that you pay no part of the faid fum of nineteen
Lacks of Rupees for Salt Balances, until you fhall be fully convinced that the Claimants
have an undoubred right to receive the fame from the Company.

56. We direét that you pay to the late Chiefs of Revenue Countils, or their Attorneys or
erpreﬁ:nta:ives, the Sums which would have been due to them refpeftively, if their annual
Allowance had béen to the fame amount only which you have granied to the prefent
Chiefs of thofe Departments. 3

57. As the Bank in Bengal does not nﬁpur to have anfwered the purpofes for
which it was eftablifhed, nor the Plan to have been freed from thofe objeétions we
made to it in our Letters of March lalt, we fully approve the abolition thereof.

58. In theasth Arficle of our General Iaftrutiops, dated the 2g9th of March, 1774, we
directed you to continue fuch of our Servants in the Colleétion and Management of
the Revenues, as were or had been employed with reputation in that Department ; and
defirous as we are of giving ¢hat fanction to your Appointments which in general we
deem neceffary, in order to avoid the appearance of a divided authority, and tw pre-
vent our Servants in the Revenue Department from entertaining expectations of pre-
ferment, by any other means than a diligent and faithful difcharge of the Doties aflign-
ed them by you, it is with relutance we declare, that we cannot confiftently ap-
prove ®f all your Appointments; but having, on a former occafion, oat of regard to
the Publick Service, and to_the Conduct and Abilities of Mr. Purling, particularly re<
commended Jum to our Prefident and Council in Bengal, and Mr. Bathoe having alfo
had the recommendation of the Court of Dircors, and as you have nor flated any

 xeafons to induce us to alter that good apinion which we have hitherto entertained of

temy® we are at a lofs to account for your inattention to our recommendations 3 how=
cver we will not firally determine on’ this matter until a future conveyance,

et

contained in the Papers of your Secrer Department, we referve our anfwer to your
General Advices for another Letter, and ?.-j this p!gle'e On!yld?fh::wwre ho;ew'“
fenfe of duty will animate you to an exertion of your urmoft abilities in the mﬁ&

of our affairs, with that cordializy. anl harmony fo ellential o the ingerclt of the |

Company. : |
Loudon, l!he ‘5“‘ Ak $ 1 L‘- i 1‘ 1 ' ""-.I;-'. ' “" 4 '.‘-J||I .:.r ”a"-:?
December, 1775 ' " Al R T e

+

60, Havipg thus given you owrdfentiments and direions’ on fubjeéts of mpol'hm :

.
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rlu-Aavulm md Procmdmgs féééwed by the Anfbn. :

Declaration of the Governor-General relal:xve to AR
ﬁgmng Letters in the Secret Departmcnt.

Extra& of Secret Confultations, Fort-William; 24th of
March, x775. .

HE Governor-General, in figning the General Letters in this Department, thinks {
it neceflary to declare, that he does not mean thereby to acknowledge any Pro-

ceedings as legal which were carried on by General Clavering, Mr. Monion, and Mr,

Francis, and recorded as Minutes of Council in the ablence of the Governor- e

Gengral, and after he had diffiolved the Council. His Signature to thefe Letters is

only meant, in obedience to the Orders of the Court of Diretors, for the authentication

of the fafls narrated in them, withour conveying any afient to the opinion which .

diftated them, or approbation of the Mcafures themieclves.

(Signed) s

WARREN HASTINGS.
g .

Extra&t of a Letter from the Governor-General and ll
Council, in their Publick Department, to the
Court of Direftors, dated the 24th of March, ;

" 17755 received in London the 1ft of January, % |

1776. _ ;

WE hoped to have informed you by this Ship of the line having been

drawn between the J uﬂfdt&mn of the Supreme Court of Judicgeure and thag Supreme ]
Court of [u- -

of Coqntry Coum, and to have “given you our opinions of it’s grobnb e effeéts, but ;oo

. this fill remains undec:dcd We underftand, however, that the Supreme Court have
_ declared peremptorily nft any other Criminal Jurifdiction exifting in Calcutra than |
tht eftabli fhed by the Cﬁ;‘m'r; but whether their Civil Jurifdi€tion is to exilt exclulively
- in the faruc Kinirs, or whether a; is to extend to the Dr.wa::;. Officers, and Dc%cmcllm:} (A
ém throughout the Provinces, remains yet for decifion, We apprehen : _
Tg ‘w ermined for. tﬁgg,gq__'__ n, thac the confequences may prove hureful to the<Cols . ;
etion "ind a if the Jurifd is confined ro Calcutta, that great embarrafiment |
-4 mq thargb m the mar it of the Revenues, as this City, being the Seat, a4
Government au& ter of the Collecions, becomes occafionally the reforc of every ¥
and fubftancd in the'Country. Thefe confiderations we fubmit t you in the
, and will take.care to 'hdﬂfebyouof ch: ultimate decifion of the Courn on

Tt £ Sk i "'-E:tm&

S
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% Extra& of a Letter from the Governor-General and
Council at Fort-William, in their Secret Depart-
ment, to the Court of Diretors, dated ‘the 24th
of March, 1775 ; -received in London the 1ft of

January, 1776. -

"
" L o

" Hoxonastx SIRS, : oy ] ; /

. W E had the honor to addrefs you in duplicate from_this Department by the Bute
z and Pacifick, under date 24th of laft Month. .

Mabob of 2, Soon after the departure of thefe Ships, we refumed the confideration .nf the
Oude. conditions on which it would be expedient to renew our Treaties with the Nabob of
Oude, thould he require it, : <

3. The fubjeft was ‘agitated in Council with every degm of attention and cir-

+ Appendix cumftantial difcuffion which it’s confequences demanded. The opinions and arguments

No. 41. A, of the different Members are fully recorded in the Proceedings,i to which. we beg leave to
refer. The Relolations of tb{ Board upon them were in fubftance ‘as follows: | .

tft. That we fhould agree to guaranty to the Nabob the .poﬂ'eﬂion of his an-

K cient Dominion of Qude without any limitation, and of thofe of Corah and Allaha.
1#.' ; bad conditionally, *till your determination on the Treaty of Benares be known. ' -
b - ’

i 2dly. That we fhowd not take upon us the defence of the Conquefts of the late Vizier
4 :

ﬁ{‘f‘ . in’ the Doaub, or in any (hape interfere in it's affairs,

e 3dly. That the Company having fulfilled their Engagements with refpe@ to the

ilL-:.» :_' -~ Rohilla Ex edition, we fhould not guaranty the poficifion of that Country to him.

4thly. That it fhould be an Article in any new Treaty with him, that the Rajah of
Gauzepore fhould be rendered totally independent, and be lefe to exercife a free autho-

i rity_in his own Dominions, fubje&t only to the payment of his Tribute,
il ‘ sthly, That in return for the guarantee and prorection which we thus agreed to afiord
it - the Nabob, we hould demand from him the Ceffion, in favour of the Cotupany, of the

' "Fribute now paid to him by the faid Rajah of Gauzepore.
6thly, That it fhould be flipulated in the new Treaty, thatin cafe of our 'I’mopc ' R
- m to the affiftance of the Nabob, he fhould pay a Monthly Subfidy equal to |

- 4 Thefe Refolutions were communicated o the Refident at the Nabob’s Court, and
he was inftruted to regard them as the ground-work of any Treaty which fhall k
negotiated berween the Nabob and this Government; but® thar he fhou :
Propofals, yntl all the claims in vircue® of his late Father’s B nts 1

pany fhall have been adjulted, and paymeat made or fecurity

i ihall appear due. - g ' st

oy 5. We alo inftructed Mr. Briflow,

B artcles above fpecified, to affure him

and in a refpettul and amicable ma

we propoled in the Treaty, and fo
- * _.‘;“I_,' fy

*
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| Bombiy, advife their Attack of Saler, &o—Nunpcowan:
ave W liberty, in cafe he fhiould find the Nabob difpofed to comply with the Ceflion
gf"rthc.’l‘rim&ﬁl.ﬁn"h;" ,whiqh?: look Maﬂcﬂ‘uu Plu.l article for the
 Company’s Interel, to yicld fometing In i aicle of e Subidy. for e Froops,
and to intimarte, as from himfelf, thit we may content ourlelves with the prefent "
Stipulation, o, fome 'M:ﬂlﬁm@”ﬂmﬁ-%f the real expenfe. =~ .

6. But if the Nabeb fhould pofitively refufe o treat on the terms above-mentioned, :
we then dire@ted Mr., Briftow to fufpend all further negatiations with him, informing 3
him at the famg time, that i is our determination ‘in this cafe to wishdraw our Troops E
from his Country, and to notify to us his precifc Anfwer, 3

] Th'g 4B . .

_ 2, The Jaft Letters from Mr. Briftow advife us of his arrival ar Fyzabiady and of
his being ready to fet out to jointhe Nabob, who, we leacn by Letters from Colonel
Gallicz, was arrived at Mingy-Gaut,, where our Brigade was eucamped. .

» B i .
*8. Colonel Galliez, who. was with the Nabob at Mindy-Gaut, wriths us, that he
had received three Lacks of Rupees in money, befides a Tunkaw on Cheyt Sin &
for fix more; and that he expetted to receive other fix Lacks in a few days, whic
%?uld complete the payment of the forty Lacks for our affifftance in the Rohilla

ar. 3 i

11, Since our laft we have received a Letter from the Prefidency of Bombay, explaining Bombay.
their motivest for the Attack of Salfer and Baffven, and allo advifing us of rheir differeng +Appendix; &
negotiations with the Maratta Chiefs, of which, they inform us, they have given you due No. 5. ot

intormation. Y

S =

3 -
12, The tardinefs of their Advices almoft precluded us entirely from giving any di-
. reftions for their condu& in rthe operations confequent on thefe tocalures, and we have
of courfe fufpended our judgment upon thm, but have affured them, that we will aft
ford them fuch fupport #s may be neceffary for preventing any injury to the Company’s
Affairs, We have pofitively difapproved of their treating with Ragobah, and have di- sy
rected them to fufpend all further negotiations with him. , f _

13. Late accounts from the Coaft of Malabar mention, thatan En thad hap-
pened between the Marasta Fleet and the Revenge and Bombay Orabs from Bombay
off Cape Dobbs, near Fellicherry, in which the Admiral’s Ship of the Enemy's Fleet
blew up and was catirely deftroyed. .. -

14. The Prefidency of Fort St. George have detached one Battalion of Seapoys to the Fort Sz
aMiftance of that of Bombay by the way of Anjengo, and have alfo embarked two George.
Companies of Europeans from Madrafs on the fame Service,  'We have approved of their
condhiét inuthe prefent inftance, but Rriétly enjoined thgm for the future w fend no |
Troops out of their Provinces; unlefs for the immediate fecurity of their own Serlement, 120
without our fpecial leave. b $ : |

R . Ly »".
15, We find the Prefidency of Bombay have allo applied to Sir Edward Fughes for the girRawerd A-!
affiftance of his Squadron ; he has ordered the Sca-Horfe and Swallow for tﬁlt Service; Hughes, |
but he thought it neceffary, that he fhould be made acquainted with the grounds and rea- |
_ fons for| their rupture “with the Marattas at this time, and we agcordingly tranfomtred - y 3
‘him Copies of all the jaformations we had reccived on thar head. '

16, On the rithvinftant a Letterd was delivered into the Boatrd from Maha Rajgh'-wdiﬁ_.._ &
- Nuxpecomas, § yherein he charges the Governor-General with fundry malverfations in N 55: i
[ ~_the courfe of hisadminiftration as Prefident of the late Government, and with having re- R N
 ceived feveral fums of money from Munny Begunv and from himfelf for fayours be- hd M6
e n them through b uenee, A Copy of this Charge was ordered o be deli- i
W~ ¥ VErT ] ;‘.'_<_ I a1
- gl 8 : 17. A

1l orm Rajah Nuwocosman are annexed
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22 _‘I‘hc erd Ifa rtncccﬁ‘:ry to rcqmrc the amfdﬂqmof Cantoo Bnboo,
:htﬁvw\’t‘&nw, ‘Em uNDCoMAR on his examination- infa#mcd the Board, had ap-
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~ ' | Ranny'of Rajefhahy.——Report of Mefirs. Young and Anderfori: =~ . =~ 169 © |

was fignified to Colonel Leflie, and ke was ordered to fend in to the Board the papers re-
quired of him by the General.  1n reply, the Colonel expreficd his fortow at having gi

caufe for the cenfure, fully explained to the Board the nature of his claim on Colonel
‘Champion, and declared he was not poffefied of any vouchers in fupport of the demand
he had made againft Colonel Champion,but that hé trufted folely to fuch proofs as hefmight
be able to eftabRfh before a Court of Law: _ .

i T

. We are,

. Pl T et
) AT |

Honorable Sirs,. '
Your moft faithful

- -
. ;] humble Servants, ®e

Fort-William,
24th March, 1775- WARREN HASTINGS,
J. CLAVERING,
GEO. MONSON,
RICHd. BARWELL,
P, FRANCIS.

Extract of a Letter from the Governor-General and
- Council at Fort-William, in their Revenue Depart-
ment, to the Court of Dire&ors, dated the 25th of
March, 17753 received in London, the 1ft of

, January, 1776.

7. Rajah Ramkiffen, the adopted Son of the Ranny of Rajefhzhy, having come down to
Calcarra, o fupport the accufations and complaints which have been prefented to us on the
art ‘of the Ranny, and the Farmer having likewife abfented himfelf from his Diftrict
ith a view of defending his Caufe, the Governor-General reprefented to us the irrcgularity
and impropriety of this ftep, without their having previoully obtained the permiffion of 4
.. the Board, and la_idelsforc us two Letters § from the Chief of the Provincial Council of 1 Appendiny
. Revenue at Moorfhedabad, pointing out the dewriment that might arife to the Revenues Noosz. 8
fram their abfence 3 we directed them therefore immediately to return; leaving Vackeels  ®
| tomake fuch reprefentations as they mighr with to lay before usjeand in the interim we
. have referred the petitions for invetigation to the Provincial Council of Moorfhedabad
;-,"}‘%& to the Superincendant of the Khaifa Records. «
!_E‘lk;&'};i'hb Rajah applied-to us,_in anfwer to this Order, for leave to remain at the Prefi-
_-.»%. ¢ aswe did not approve of the unufual ftyle of his Lecter, we thought it neceffary
‘our Order for his setura, .~ .

l":i

mpanying this Addrefs you will receive a Copy of the Report of Mefirs,.Young
ich we were prevented from tranfinitting to you with our lalt Letter. ;‘Apps:udix, :
Pyas: . ‘.

Sy 16, We
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Mido " Bridjoo Kifhore.——Governor-General diffolves the Cotliil. :

16, We deemed it neceffary to call thefe Gentlemen before us, that we might aﬁ'!r_tainﬂ
the suthenticity of their Proceedings, and to put them upon their oaths, that we mighe
obtain information fram them on feveral other points that occurred during their circuicy
ahd as the exzmination of the feveral perfons, whole evidence we thought it proper 1o re-
ceive, Was 2 dury which would take up fome time, and could be as accurately made by
a part of the Members, we refolved to appoint a Committee for that EJUFPDIC.
.

17, General Clavering and Mr. Barwell accordingly undertook this tafk, and you will

find their feparate Progeedings annexed o the broken Set which accgmpanies this

Letzorn. .
.

cular circumitance in thefe Proceedings we beg leave to call your atren-
| to them for a full reldtion of the facts, The two Gentlemen who were
employed on the inveftigation did underftand, that the Contraltor was willing to make
tem a conlideratdon for a favourable repost of the Commiflion entrufted to them; and |
vou will ublerve®n the courle of thele enquiries the tenders that were abiolutely made to

them, and the fpecific fums.

L] .
15, To a parii
& i tion, referring you

| 19. Copiss of thefe Proceedings have been forwarded to the Attorney for his guidance
" ® in profecuning the Suit of the Molungeesagainft the Contraflors; and as it appears, by
the Account laid befure us the 14rh inftant, in purfuance of the orders of the Committee,
that a large quanticy remained unfold of what the Contractors reported to be depofired in
| the Gulihs, we have given directions for the Salt to be delivered into the charge of the
' Agent oi the twenty-tour Pergunnahs, and for puiting him on the lame footing as thofs
o other Diftriéts 5 an® ave have fornifhed him with fuch additional Inftruions, as we
« -doubt not will prevent the like complaints from the Molungees in future, recommending

at the fame ume to his particular care that they are not opprefied.

-

& Appendix, 28. Having received from Bridjoo Kifhore a Petition,} praying for an examination to be
5. No. 35. C. made into the charges preferred againft him by the Ranny of Butdwan, we tranfmitted
s it to her, and requred that fhe fhould make good her {pecifick churges againft him withia

; Dridjon  the limitted time of thirty days, or we fhould proceed 1o his acquittal — We alfo informed

. Kifhore  hev, that unlels fhe fthould be able to give fome latsfa@ory reafons for having exprefid

A her apprehenfions of higr own and her Sou’s life, we fhould think lizde credit was to be
given to any other part of her Petiion,

A;' _29. She accordingly prefented to us a Letter, accompanied-with fundry Accounts fpe-
33 cifying embezzlements, and that fums had unjuftly been paid away by Bridjoo Kifhore
A to [undry of the Company’s principal Servants and others thercin mentioned, * Thefe pa-

" 4 Appen v, Pers are eniered at Jarge on our Proceedings,t together with our reatons for deputing Mr.
~ No.35.D. Ellior, the Superintendant of the Khalia Records, to the Rauny immediately, to aleertaip

:, v the onginality of them, »

_ 30, His report is alfo entered, rogether with our feveral opinions and debates on this

;. g‘ Appendix, fubjet; and as our further refolutions are alfo recorded at lagge,|| and too volaminouste be

- MNeess B parricularized in this Addrefs, we muft refer you to them; oblerving only, that the Boagd

: _ gmg of opinion that the Ranny’s requeft, to have a day fixed for herfelf the Rajah and her
Servunts to receive the Khelaug,which the Board underitood to be cuftomary,might be cam- . .
plied with ; the Governor-General deeming 1t an indignity offered to him, detlared he
would not lummon a Council for that purpofe. . e TR

& Contained 31, A debate§ arifing upon this declaration,the Governor-General gave it as his opinio

- 1 Yo : . . " e Fr g TR

3 _I_ﬂ:ﬂ-&;ﬂ:&: :;::c!i\ndd;hs:mt flllllh?'lty of fummoning and difolving the meenngs-._?!‘ th#}Coﬁn;ﬂs—- ek 2

j . Jurity were of a contrary opinion, e s i Spainls

o Touy - g\ i
: S e W

-
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LA 32. The Board refclving to call before them Biidjoo Kifhore and oom pnarain Chow
. & the Governor-General declared that he difiolved the meeting of ;lﬁ Bos ol tha

2 ; would not acknowledge the Proceedings of the Members in his abfence

R the remaining Members being of opmion, that this Declaration exprefl
- 1_39{:@28. fingle Opinion of the Governor-General, continued to fit, and on

o 35- % Genusal Clavering, the fenior Member prefent, into the Chair, -

A . 2 It

2%




b { | Gover#r-ceneral’s_Scw refufe to attend the Majority at a Eﬁrﬂ{ ’

; " : I Tese
23#Cantoo Babno and Kiffen Churn Chatrerjea, the head Servants of the Govcm@_ﬁﬁﬁi—
tal, having retufed to pay obedience to the Summuons fent them for gtendance, the Mem-
[ *_bers then prefent have confidered it"as a great indignity, thar the former, who was a conli-
derable Farmer, fhould prefume to refufe complying with an Order for his attendance, and
dire¢ted an Account of the Farms formerly and at prefent held by him to be laid betore

the Board. . e

v

L]

34. We have ordered complete Copies of the informadion which ‘was received from the
perfons we exdamined to be fent to the Company”s Actorney, that he may tike the Opi-
nion of Couftfel in what manner to proceed in recovering the money that muy be due
to the Company. &

>

35. The Board being affembled as wfual on the 17th inflant, | and having refolved 0 4 Appending + |
fend for the Governor's Servants, Cantoo Baboo and Kiffen Churn Chatterjea, and the Go- No. 594,
vernor Genzral having declared it his belief, .thnl: it was the intention of the Board to pyo- b

*ceed to adls of violence againit his Servants; and the Board having refadved, that it was -,
their Opinion that the atrendance of thefe people fhould be required, and  was ablolutely '
nceeflary for the fupporr of the due authority of Government; the Governor-General
declared that he diffolved the meeting; but the Majority of the Board not admitting lis
authority for fo doing, continued to fiz, and required the immediate attendance of Cantoo el
Bamboo and Kiflin Churn Chatterjea, but not being found, orders for their atiendance
next Council-Day have been left at their houfes.

oL

Sl

36. The Members that continued, being a Majority of the Coungil, have recorded
their Opinion in fupport of their Refolution, that the Board was pe difivlved by ihe lole
authority vefted in the Governor-General. . g

37. An Accountf of the Farms, Talogks, and Zemindary held by Cantoo Baboo hav- £ Appendix,
ing been delivered in agreeably to our®orders, the Board have only adjoined a re- No-foo L

‘mark, and referved thedr tuture obfervations until they can collect into one view the reafon : .*'_-
for the extraordinary indulgences which appear to have been fhewn to him. - . ".'
3

38. Adjudging, for feveral reafons that are fet forthin a Minute§ from Colonel Mon- ¢ Appendix, = ¢
fon, that Bridjoo Kiffore had been an unworthy and unthrifty Scrvant to the Rajah of No. 5. F. ":ﬁ
Burdwan, and an improper perfon to be employed by the Comparty, or to huld any Of- .
fice of confidence near the Rajeh, we refolved to difmifs him from the Rajali’s fervice, i
and to permit the Ranny tolaippoint fuch perfons as fhe hight think proper for the fu- :
perintendance of the Rajah’s Education or his Houfchold.

39. The Rajsh of Burdwan attending agreeably to the former Refolutions of the

Board ta reccive the inve&ituﬂhe was accordingly prelented with it by General Cla- || Contained
\ veting, then in the Chair as eldeft Member prefent; and having communicaied to the it "ffl_Ppeﬂgu'-,.} =
{ Rajah thesRefolutions we had taken of difmifling Bridjoo Kifhore from his f{ervice, we :?'. 35 Py
1 direéted our Sceretary to wait on the Ranny, and deliver to her our recommendation of i
\ ‘Lola Cofhall Ghund and RoopnacdinChowdrey, prefenting her at the fame time with the S
Drefles allotted for herfelt and herServants, who baying E,ivcn him a Nuzzer of nine )
. Gold Mohurs, as atoken of re(peét to the Board, he delivered it to us, and we have ordered 'r3
-t to be puid into the Khalls Treafury with thofe which had been pr::li:nl‘.cd;-hy the

e - ‘I_'r.‘.hﬁ_ N .: - : ;

9* ! - - ' : o
.'k’- . 46, The Boud ferceiving thar the Zemindary of Baharbund had been granted o =
kpaut Nundee,q foand, by their enquiries of the Roy Royan, that he is the Son of ¢ *Appendi:

o0, commonly called Cantoo Baboo, and arc furprized to find, that inftead of No. 6¢

T T '.Cmnﬁ‘ .
7 “being'a Man f uiblta’_n_‘cgmdﬁcxed.i_rhlu now appears to be a Youth of ten or twelve years
LA eEagd, T | AN o :

.

4 - -

-1 % .

";ypuﬁ’opies of a Petition and ﬁ';ergl_-l’a ;
Kaworkegf to our Secretary, containing fun
ve clofed the above Letter; and we forwa

A
lges v
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373 . Of the Power claimed by the Governor-General fo diffolve the Council.

I 4 Conmined alfo numbers in the Packett a Letter from General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and "Mr.
- in Appendix, Francis, addreffed ta the Honorable the Governor-General, together with a Letter frome -
No. €1, 4. Mr, Barwell to the Board on that fubject.
— 3
. We are, with great refpet,

Honorable Sirs, 3 #
Your moft faithful humble Servants, -

' WARREN HASTINGS,
Fort-William, the » s J: CLAVERING,
25th March, 1§75. GEO. MONSON,

¥ RICHd. BARWELL,
' : P. FRANCIS.

L a

—

Letter from the Governor-General and Council at
Fort-William, in their Secret-Department, to the

4 *  Court of Direfors, dated the 29th of March,
1775 received in London the 1{t of January, 1776.

IHovorasLe SIRS, "

" WE clofed our annual .Difpatch with the Books and Papers of this Prefidency two
days ago; it was fent by the Anfon, Caprain Tryon.

Our feveral Letters by the Ships of this feafon will inform yoy fully of the divifion
which has taken place in our Councils, and of the origin and fubjets of it, and we wait your
decifion upon them.  But there is one circumitance which has occurred lately, which in
our opinion, demands more inftant determination, and therefore we have refolved to dif-
patch this over-land, to enfure as much as poflible the arrival of the advice with you, in
cafe the other channels dhould fail,

The circumftance alluded to, is the claim made by the Governor-General,of a power } of
diffolving the Council at his pleafure, againft the declared fenfe of the major part of the
Members prefent.  The fubject is difcufied at length in the Confultations fent home by
the Anfon; the Governor-General and Mr. Barwell afferting, and General Clavering,
Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis denying the legality of fuch a power; but in cafe that
Ship fhould not be arrived before this Letter, we tranfmit youCopies of all the argumens
on this fubjett, that you may be' furnithed with the proper materials, and be ¢pabled to
tranf{mit us your Inftruétions upon a fubject of this importance by the earlieft and moft

ipeedy opportuniry.
We .are, . »
- 3 Honorable Sirs,
with refpect, .
% Fort-William, s You {t faithf -3 .
B oR March, 1-7s. our moft faithful .
* humble Servants, . .
' e : WARREN HASTINGS, -
J. CLAVERING; .~ |
+«GEOQ. MONSON, . T
/ RICHd, BARWELL, ot
* P."FRANCIS. -

& 1 This Power was exercifed on various Occafions, but th icul T o, ¥
their proper Heads in the Appendix, are wholly omiteed in :hi‘?;mﬁn:dtgg riﬁi’;.ﬁ;w e
ings relace fridlly to the Fower cliimed by the Governor-General, of diffolying the
at his Pleafure, independent of the Confiderasions which induced him to exercile that

% g 4 5
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174 Of the Power claimed by the Governor-General to. dlﬁ'olgp the Couneil.
o - " PR .‘.‘. ‘] --_?f‘ii_;- f‘
. g |

. Extra& of Revenue -Confultan@ns,_'_fl?q\:tfw;ng%
PPt ot I4-th March’ > 1'775; e o I- 4 = :
Mr.Frand'«cJ BE G leave to afk the Governor-General “l“trmﬁl?ﬁigfq' patio ,*..W]-,,_- dk 3
Queftion to is his opinion, that if he, opany future Govumnr-Gcnei%;”._ﬂ;i._ Glvernmcnt is flow
,‘f';_‘(’,';‘n‘c’;,,. conftituted, fhould refolve not to fefid out fummons for the  meeting of the Council,

there could for that reafon be no Couhcil affembled 2~ % 4 . |

T

|
|
|
i

., GOVERNOR-GENERAL. g . v S RMA
Goverror-  Cales may pofiibly occut, and have occurred in the courle of human ‘gﬁ’di:ié which
Gener.I's  hove rendered it necefliry 1o break through the moft pofitive inftirutions, and the
Reply. necellity has been commonly deemed a jutlification for the breach of them. It is the
rule of this Service, that the Prefident only can fummon rhe Meetings of the Beard
- o and difiblve the Meetings. I believe T may Vtﬂ't\%: to affirm, that there is not an in-
. flarce in the Company's Annals of the Council having either been fummioned by any
other anthority, or adjourned by any other ; and I conceive it to be a point indifputi-
Lle, that all the former rules and ufapes of the Service, which have not been abio-
gated or changed by the late Aé of Parliament, and the Initructions of the Court of
Directors fubfequent o ir, fhill remain in full force, * If a Caie (hall ever occur, in
which the Prefidént fhal! refufe or neale@ to fummon the Members of the Couacil
1o meet for the difpatch of real bufinefs, and an evident lofs and injury is likely to be’
fuftained by the Company during fuch fufpenfion, in fuck cafe the other Members of
the Board might be joftified in bieuking through the prefenbed forms, and in affum-
ing an unauthorifed Power for the intereft of the Company. “In any other initance
thele proceedings would in my judgment be unjoftifiable, and even in this illegal,
lince the Members of the Board do not exift as a Council, but when they are legaily
affembled, and no individual bur the Prefident has a right o affemble them, .

Mr. Francis begs letve to put a Quettion, e o
Mr Francis's 44

Queftion e~ My queftion is, Whether this Board can legally be diffolved or ﬁjoumcd by the fole
gm-;i;ng thcf authority of the Prefident, againft the confent of a Majority of the Members prefent?
Authorty o a
the Freivent M. FRANCIS,
the Ccu'uciF. - N ..
Mr. Francis's I think it capnot.  * . ¥y : o A el

s  Opinion, . o i PG g S : e '

Mr. BARWELL, S o '

L, § Iy

iy i ol LA ey L
Mr.Barwell’s Tt hasiever been cultomary and ufual, and T find no e}grel‘s ,igtésﬂ_'t&io:l of the ufages
Cpmion. that have prevailed, either in the Comp.ny’s Inftruétions, or the lirter or fpiric of the

A& of Parhament. ~ The power of affembling the Council 1 conceive cn%svip he Chair;
the Power ot breaking it up of courfe, 1 underitand, reits in the fame Station. 1 cannut
poflibly fuppele, that any caufe, but fuch a perional enc as :
through neceflity, will induer him to adjourn the Board 5 and |

¢ does prevail, the bufinefs and 1nterett to which our attention
«ed from.  The end propoled trom cur affembling not being like
Guvernor-General will ftund fully aequitted for adjourning the E
all 1o the Powers under which the Members of this Board aét, nor
opinien upon then.  Wienever che dntesedts of the public requ
von, 1 fhad communicae thofe points to the knowledge of ¢
will take tuch micafures; with the concurrence of his Councilf as
merits.  Without thie Governor-General’s auihority in a publi
the Board, ic will be in my option 0 pariuke or nyt w o
Membem. It is my duty to communicate with them 3 bue
nications as irregular and wawarraneed, and. fltall dereore
Lght, wobe fuble juencly introduced in a more regular fomm,

iﬁ'ﬁt
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OF ‘the Power cluimed by the Governor-General to diffolve the Council, * 174

L] 3
The Honorable Mr. MONS ON. . . !

.

1 think che Governor-General may afli mble the Council as ofterras he thall think propet, Mr Monfon's
but that he muft do it twicea week, or at the requifition of a Majority of the Megnbers, Opinion. < |
1 do not apprehend ehe diffolution of the Board to be in the Governor-General folely ; the: ‘
Queftion ot adjournnitnt fhould be firft pur, and if carried, that Meeting is diffolved;
tor if the authority of fummoning and diflolving theCouncil was withtheGovernor-General
only, bis power would be abfolute and defpotick, and the means of conveying information
1o our Employers totally precluded. 4 a

GENERAL CLAVERING. E N .

1 agree with Colonel Monfon, for the reafons he has fo properly utged. Ganeral gla_
Y vering's Opis
» * nion,

- GOVERNOR-GENERAL. : - .

1 have already given my opinion upon this fubjeét inmy anfwer to the Queftion pro: Governor-

pofed by Mr, Francis, and in the Minutes of the Board in the other Department of 8‘!"‘."“‘.’ |
yelterday,and repeat it now, that the Board have no authority unlefs fummoned by myfelf, """ *
or when the Meetings of the Board are formally diffolved by me. Arguments drawn _‘
from the practice ot other Affemblies cannot apply to this, In inftances in which other '
Aflemblies are fummoned for bufinefs by any of their own body, it is in confequence of
fome pofitive law or eftablithed ufage. No fuch law or ufage has ever prevailed in this
Government; a Majority of the Members of the Board have afferted a contrary opinion;
but I conceive it to be ulelefs to colleét opinions on a fubjeét of this kind, The Majority
may continue to fit by their own authority, as they did before the opinions were colleéteds
I will not fic with them, nor acknowledge their Proceedings to be degal.  Onee more how-
ever let mie repeac the Propofition which I lthve already made, thatany examinations which
have my conduct for their obj-&, may be taken by a Committee of the Board. You may
certainly ohtain by this means all the fatisfaction which you can receive in a Meeting, which ’
1 cannot acknowledge to be Jawful, and at which I cannot be prefent.  If you have the
honor of your Prcﬁgcnt at heart, which you have repratedly, and 1oo repeatedly declared,
at a time in which you are wounding it in the moft efflential manner, you will acquieice in
this Propofition; if you gejeét ir, the Court of Directors, and thofe td whom thefe tranfac.
gions will be made known, may judge of your motives.

Mr, FRANCIS. ’

-

. M

1 think irvery neceffary that the Court of Dire@ors fhould be informed, that no Member Mr. Franciss
of this Board, to my knowledge, has ever expreflfed a wilh, that the Governor-General Remark.
fhowld be required to give his perfonal attendance at the Board, in Gany cale in which i
would be perfonally difagrecabie to himfelf to do fo.

The General’s Queltion being read again, Mr. Francis agrees to ir.

The Honorable Mr. MONSON,

GENERAL CLAVERING, -

GOVERNOR-GENERAL. : - ¢

g are for the Queftion,

Iim-'fminﬂ:‘_i_t- I thﬁikﬁm duty to declare that I diffolve the Meeting of this Board, Governor-

IF the Memberscontinug tofic I hall nor ackaowledge their Proceedings to be legal, g;gg;;_ﬂf .

> AR 3 s e {
GOVERNOR-GENERAL and Mr. BARWELL withdraw. |
SR 1 g e R WARREN HASTINGS,
R a T AN o U iy _ RICHd, BARWELL.
 This Declaratic ‘w.iﬁa;u@i's; bein 'm{g{.‘% 1o the Rellution of the Board, o e
expreiles lﬂw - but bis fingle opinion, an : at iccan have no weight or folution ia
'wnlg:eﬁwfwﬁ-n. fep B0 R concquee
e .'-'T e -.._“,r_ . '
~ RESOLVED that General Clavering be defired to take the Chair. . Genenl ﬁc.’;
ol a7l o it
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Read tl‘)s:‘é;‘;fuhlubg,
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'fr % : I DECLﬁRE tha:ﬂxewnﬁés'. "Iqu:t the Council,” ﬁh’eﬁ' :
e v

faid on leavinly the room 1 do not remethber; ‘but 1 know
knowlm #&n& of the Councsl after I had qumed thc,ﬁom, nd
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GRS e General Chvcrmg movca that the Pmceedinga of xh: :ﬁtll %"b Tﬁwﬁﬂ mll
s and approved. Srs W, 3344 l?.tx :wbl’m
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iy~ - Mr. Erancis agrees. , ; e A e TS e “:- b ool s B N

xS “® 47 et _:'1.\ X

B . Mr. Barwell —Thg Proceedings of the Board of that day I- 3 Thed’rocecdln as

i after the diffolution of the Board by the Governor-General the Majority of the Members

have certainly a right to introduce on the Proceedings; but T cﬂ.ﬂm it merely in the ame
light as any Confulation which two, three, or four Members of the Board, affemblin ih
any other place but the Council-Houfe, may with qﬁd-;ﬂ% m. conduéted an
wroduced ‘in a Minute, as_the refult of their wmt | ations, - The fub-
ject which is treated on in this addition ‘to ‘the C ition of the nftant I have
from the firlt declared to be i tnpmper, andl Inok -- n !

Govcmor-sztlhuespwﬁw:hu { ptlenien, WhOIOARLQUNIZance ot the o |

. Charges broug| byN'o‘nncoun the accufauon.  Theére s
fomething ﬁ'.ﬂkmgyi .pe,rm Az Accul v at the ame i
bunal, that I own it could have aﬂ'orded m’e’c:t atisfad

propoled, in delivering my opinion whcntlﬁim&tcrwu' irft initro
and thed{blra&cr and dlgmt)? of the firft Oﬂicer'dﬁﬂicGw erap

* " nion of the Natives, by promujg-mng;h whole Co
autharity was raken out of the

s | Manfon.— lgmm!heMﬂ’.i’on--
ol et Garcrnor-GcncﬂlIﬂhlyTomﬂbMthli ;

Tﬁeﬁwcrnar-ﬁ‘ma'il -q‘l
. Board of which Iamthe

" S‘m%lr . Fraacis, held. a%‘nit ep
: 10 be diffolved, I'donot acl

ot Wapprovc them. ‘.x’}




: of ihc Power clahi;ed.W'c Governor~General to diffolve the Coundil.

in his abfence (when he had quitted the Chair in oppofition to the Rnle of the Majority)
were not the Aéts of the Board, nor legal, which declarations he has been pleated 1o cop-
firm by his Letter to Mr. Richard Sumner of the 18th inftant, recorded in the Confolia-
tions of the Revenue Departmient 3 *we beg leave to lay before the Board our realons for
thinking his opinions nd conduét above-mentioned are not warranted by Law; and we
requeft thar he wilf be plealed to communicate to us the argumentsy which induce him to
think that fuch epinions and fuch conduét are conformable to the At of Parliament which
conftitutes the prefent Government. We for ourlelves are canvineed that his conduét in this
refpect is illegal,and the public declaration he has made ofs his opinion, tends manifeftly
1o encourage a general refiftance to the authority of this Government, and to the fubver-
fion thereot. 4 '

If the Governor-Generat can legally diffolve the Council at his plealure, it follows of
wcourfe,. that any Aéts done by the remaining Members in his ablence are not the A ctsbf -
the Board, nor legal. - But we deny the Power claimed by the Governof-General in this
refpeét, as we know no fuch authority in him ; though (uppoling he ever had been in-
velted with fuch Power, it is clear that the fame® is takeh away by the laze At of Purlia-
ment, by which the Conftitution of our Settlements in India is wholly new modelled, and
the whole Civil and Military Government of this Prefidency is velted in a Governor-General *
and four Counfellors, in like manner, to all intents and purpofes whatloever, as the fame,
at the time of paffing the A&, were, or might have been exercifed by (he Prefident and
Council or Sele@t Commirttee. This Claufe feems to us not ac all to apply or extend to
the particular mode in which the Power given fhall be exerciled, but enly o fix and alcer-
tuin the extent of it.  The fubfequent Claule defcribes and defines the manner in which it

fhall be carried into execution ; and it is enaéted, *¢ That in all Rufis whetfoever, or wherein

“ any difference of opinion fhall arife upon‘any Queftion propofed in any Confultation, the
“ {aid Governor-General and Council [hal be bound and conciuded by the wpinion and de-
“ cifion of the major parc of thole prefent.” Suppofe then a Quettion to arile, whether the
Council fhould be difiolved, the Majority of the Members fhould be of opinion that it
fhould nor, in oppolition to the Governor-General, does not the Aét exprefsly declare, that
he by name fhall be bound by the decifion of fuch Majority ? Suppofe again that he
fhoulkd*be of opinion that the Council fhould not be difiolved, and tue Majority prefent
fhould be of a contrary opinion, would it be ac all confitent with the Aét, that he alone,
or that he and one other Member fhould continue fitting and do bulinefs ¢ If he could do
the one, we think he might with equal propriety do the other; there feems to us the fame
realon and the fame right for each.

In every A, whether of a public or private nature, the rule of conftraétion ought to be,
that the intent and purpofe for which the fame was made and done ought to be fubitanti-
aljy purfued, How could this be the cale, fuppofing the Power of difiolving the Council
was velted in the Governor-General? Whenever any bulinefs came ro be agitated, which we
will fuppofe he hould not approve of, how eafy a matter would it be for him immediately
to diﬁg ve the Council, and fo tories quoties whenever the fame Cafe fhould happen.
This would all public bufipefs but fuch as he alone chofe to enter upon, and in :-g':ﬂ
make him abfolute. In both Cafes it would be diretly to counteraél the moft obvious ends
and purpofes of the Aét of Parliament. ' - )

- From whence the idea of this Power arifes we are at a lofs to conceive, ublefs from the
nature of the Powgrs vefted in His Majefty’s Governors in our American Colonics and
Plantations. There, it is true, the Governor is the fole Repréfentative and Deputy of the
King, and, as fuch, has the Power of diffulving or proroguing their Provincial Aflemblies
~as he thinks pyoper; but then fuch Power is annexcd to the Office by the original Confti-
tution granted by the King to thofe Countries, and exprefsly confirmed by Flis Majefty's
 Commiffion and Inftructions to each fucceeding Governor, which is by no sngens the cafe
‘here. Neither is there, as we conceive, the lealt analogy between the Conftitution of chole

W - Countries and this 3 but even fuppoling there ever had been, no doubt can be entertained,
iR ‘but thar the whole of the Conftitution of all thefe Countries is liable to be new modelled:
- and reformed by the general fuperintending power of the Britith Legiflature, and is in

pect fu to their control,  Here the Parliament has chouglit proper 10 inter-
d has clearly drawn the lme. o
o Raop iy

{tructions from the Court of Dire@ors were, or ought to have been, "l this Act

: , the fole guide, as we apprehend, for the Governor, or rather Prefident and
1 o by 3 fuch I’ &tions are ﬂ‘h.l in fome meafure 10 be followed, bycnot ®

: ;}f',' g Yy . - wholly:
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o

wholly fo. The Coprt of Dircétors may, it is nltroct the (';overnorgGencra! and

Council, as to'the partitular manner of carrying the A€t into. execution § but were they w0

" give any one Inltruction which might even indireétly tend to countc(a& ity it would noty

| — we prefame, be doubted, but that fuch Inftrudtion oug%cw be wholly difrégarded. If fo, and
there 1s no particulur authority given to the Governor-General, cither by the King, the Par-

liamient. or the Court of Direétors, ‘to exercile the Power in queftion, Jwe do not fee from

whence it can originate ; the Name of Governor-General is, with all ‘due deference, no-

thing,—a mere empty found. The privileges and powers annexed to futh title are what

alone make it valuable tg it poffeffor, or refpectable to others. What fuch privileges and

powers are, can only be known alncl defined by a reference had to the grant by which

fuch title ¥ conferred ; that in the prrl’cr}é- cafe is the A& of Parliament, and we do not

find that it either exprelsly or implicitly, "direélly or indirectly, gives any fuch Power as

* o thatclaimed by the Governor-General, ;

*We think thegwefence of the Governor-General is not effential to the Conftitution of ae
Council, fince the Adl provides, that in his ablence, and fuppofing the remaining Members
to be equally divided upon any Queftiop, *¢ The eldeft Counfellor prefent fhall have a

* cafting voice, and his opinion fhail be decifive and conclufive.”

(Signed)
J. CLAVERING,
GEO. MONSON,
; P. FRANCIS.
v “
The GOVERNOR-GENERAL:
3 —_— H 1S Queftion has already been put and amply difcufled at the Revenue Board

,on the 14th.inftant. T do not recollect any arguments or authorities, by which
I can fultain my part of the Queftion, ftronger or more appafite than thofe which are
contained in my Minute upon that Quefiion, and in - my Minute in reply 10 a prccr.dinF
Queftion of Mr. Frameis on that day upon the fame fubject. If, on the revifal of thofe
Minures, and on an attentive perufal of the Minute now delivered in by the Majority,
1 (hall find 1t necefiary to ufe any further arguments on the fubjeft, I will record them
for the prefent I fhall only declare, that I abude by my former refolutions.

Mr. Francis moves, that a Letter to the Honorable the Court of Dire@ors be immedi-
ately drawn up and difpatched over-land, to acquaint them of the difference which has
unhappily arifen in this Council between the Governor-General and Mr. Barwell on she
o i one hde, and General Clavering, Coloncl Monfon, and Mr, Fraicis on the other, re-
fpedling a Power claimed by the Governor General te difilve the Council at his pleafure 3
the former afferting, and the latter denying tie legality of fuch a claim. Thar the ar-
guments on both %dcs be slfo tranfmitted to the Court of Diretors, with"the unanimous
requelt of the Board, that a decifion of the above Queftion be obrained and tranfmitced
to this Government as foon as poffible,

g

Mr. Barwell. T fee no objection to it at prefeat; if any fhould occur to me afterwards
I Mhall fend them in, g ! oo .

Colonel Monfon agrees.
L]
. General Clavering agrees. 3 AR ' _
- .
i The Governor-General. I cannot refufe my affent to the Queftion, wifhin equalllr,r'ilurith-t
& the Gentlemen from whom I underftand the Propofition wc‘ome"'izn"ﬁﬂyt&iﬁon of ity
| my fentimgnts uafupported but by a fingle Member of the Board impofing cvery difad- ol
vantage on me, 1o which nothing but my f;nfe of the duty which 1 owe to the refpectable .
Powers from whom I hold my apipointment could induce me to fubmir. But there are =~
many objections to the propofal, which would have diffuaded me from being the
it. 1 do not approve of detached Queftions being fent to the Covre of Dire
ing (as I do) this only a point of a connetted and deliberate Syftem,
&, firlt formation of the Counail, and continged withour interm 10 thi:
SR s _ b o
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our Advices on this fubject complexcfwould require a great variety of materials on bot
fides of the queftion. It will be fearce poflible to commit thefe to Cypher in the midft
the voluminous Difpatches of the laft Ship of the feafon, and it will be dangerous to tranf-
miit them in plain writing.. However, .s the Qucflion has been put and refolved on, oI will
‘endeavour to pedorm my. part in the preparation of the Advices which are to be thus

tranfmitted. . ; 3 b
+ AGREED, “That a Letter to the Honorsble the Court of Directors be prepared ac-
cordingly, to be tranfmitted to them over-land. gk

Extra&t of Secret Confultations, Fort-William, the
3d of Apnl, 1775.

The Governor-General delivers in the following Mi-
nute, and requefts that one Copy may be fent in
Cypher with the Letter writtenon the Subject, to go
over-land to the Court of Direftors, and that ano-
ther Copy may be ferfs with a Duplicate of that
Letter by the Anfon,

T H E- Gentlemen of the Majority having fet forth in a Minute, dated the 20th inftant, The Gover-
that I have repeatedly. claimed and endeavoured to exercile 2 Power of diffolving sor-Gene-

¢ ghis Council in it's feveral Deparements, and that I have repeatedly afld publickly declared fﬂl"_M!:““"-‘

“ my opinion,that any Aéts done by the Majority of the Council in my abfence (when 1 had :’:dl:#)h-:‘»:;:

«¢ quitted the Chairin oppofition to the fenfe of the Majority) were not the A@s of the Cougcil,

« Board, nor legal; and having requefted that I will communicate to them the arguments,

+ which induce me to think fuch opinions and fuch condutt are conformable to the A& of

¢ Parliament which confticutes the prefent Government ;"

T’think it properin the firfl place to inform them, that ryy opinions and condudt, ‘and
the arguments on which I ground niy fupport of both, fland already recorded and fully
ftated in the Minutes of Confultation of the Public Department, duted the 1 zth inftant,
and in thofe of the Revenue Deparement, dated the 14t inftant.

For the further information of my Supcr‘iors,*l next relate the grounds on which
this Queftion arole, and proceed to aflign my fons at large in fupport of my pare

On the ioth inftane, a Packet, containing an Englith Addrefs to the Board from the
Rannee of Burdwan, with fundry Accounts in the fame Language, and a Copy of the former  *
in the Perfian Tongue, was brought to the Council of Revenue by a Servant of

Mr. Jofeph Fowke, the Agent of 1 Clavering. In thefe Papers a formal Charge
was produced againlt me, of having received, in the anonth of May or June,, 1773, & Bre= g
1{ent_-;{E'r_om Bridjoo Kifhore Roy, th_t:ngan of the Rajah of Burdwan, amounting to 15,000

O the 1 xth ififtate Mr. Francis delivered to the Board a fealed Letter from Rajsh
MDCOMARy containing a fpecific Charge againft me, of having in September 1772
a Prefent from Munny Begum of 3,54,105 Rupees, and other Charges of indefi-
ceived by me, as Prefents from fondry other perfons, to the appareatr amount

'wlhjw&nhmﬁeoﬁgindmwhmd. and is profiged , 2
' £ ; ’ On
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. Onthe 1 3th inftant a Motion was made by Colopel Monfon, and fupported by General
Clavering and Mr. Francis, that Rajah Nunocomar (hould be called before the Board,

and required to produce the proofs of his allﬁl;iom. To this I ftrongly objected, declar-
ing that I looked upon the Members of the Majoricy themfelves as my Accufers, that they
were therefore unfit to fit in judgment me ; that 1 would net fuffereche dignity of the
firft Magiftrate of this Government ro be debafed, by fitting to be asraigned as a Criminal
ar the Council Board, of which he was the Prefident, bya man of a charaéter [0 notorioufly
infamous as that of Rajah Neunocomar ; and that ] difclaimed cheir right, jn any refpect, ta
ereét themlelves into &' tribyal 1o judge my conduéts that I had no objeétion, and would
confent £o their forming themfelves into, a Committee, for the purpole of obtaining fuch
information as they required, but would not fuffcr them to bring lucfl a bufinefs before the
Board, They perfifted in their purpofe, and I declared the Meeting difiolved 5 1 accord+
ingly departed, Mr, Barwell did the fame; the other Members paid no reguard to my

® declaration, bug continued ro fit. e
-

The next day, being the 14th, the Council being affembled in the Revenue-
Department, a like Motion whth that of the preceding day was made by General Claver-
ing, that Bridjoo Kifhore Roy, and Roopnarrain Chowdry, who was the cSu'im:ipad Agent in
the accufation preferred by the Rannee of Burdwan, fhould be called before the Board
for the like purpole of enquiring into thofe accufations. I objeéted in like manner, and
repeated my Propofition, that a Committee fhould be formed for thefe enquiries, but
without effeét ; I again declared the Meeting diffolved and left them; Mr, Barwell

did the fame,
L]

On the 17th a Courtil was fummoned at their requeft for fpecial purpofes expreft in
their requifition ; T'met them, Mr. Barwell did not atend. Tnflead of proceeding to the
bufinefs for which they had been exprefsly affembled, a Motion was immcdiatcﬁr made
by General Clavering, and fupported by the other Members, that Cantoo Baboo and
Kiffen Chaterjee, my principal Servants, thould be called beforesthem, for the purpoles of
queftioning them concerning a fuppofed conterapt fhewn to the authority of the Board,
in having refufed to obey the like fummons fent to them by the Majority in their pre-
ceding Meetings, held after my declaragion of their diffolution, and of fuppgrting the
authority of the Board, As I'had caufe, from the terms of the Motion, from the violence
of their former proceedings, and from their refufal to give me the affurance which I de-
manded of them, of the perfonal fafety of my Servants if they appeared before them, to
apprehend fome difgraceful treatment of thele men, which, in the eyes of the people of this
Country, would have been equal to the greateft perlonal indignity offered to myfelf, I after
repeated remonftrances again proceeded to the laft but incfectual refource which was lefe
me, and a third time declared them diflolved.

How far T was jﬁftiﬁcd in my fulpicion of the violence which might be intended 8 be
offered to the perfons of my Servants, will belt appear from a Motion which was aétaally
made by General Clavering, at the public Council Board on the 2oth inftant, to inflict a
punifhment on my Servant Cantoo Baboo, to which none but the meanelt of the people
are ever lentenced, that he fhould be pur into the commoh Stocks.

L
* 1 have been thus particular in the detail of the tranfa&ions which gave rife to the Quef-
' tion now btfore the Board, becaufe, in whatever way it may hcrea%ur be determined by
thofe who are to be the judges of ir, nothing can fo effectually juftify my condudt, in pro-
‘ceeding to fuch apparent éxtremities, (for, in effec, they are rather @eclarations of a Right
than the exercife of a Power) as the violence of thofe who compelled me to it.

L]
I Mall now proceed to the Queftion itfelf, which 1 fhall take the libérty to repeat in
words moge aplﬁicablc to the fn.t%'cfbin debate, s g

o

T am called upon to communicate to the Board the ar uments, by which I fupport
claim to diffolve the Meetings of the Council, and my opinion that the Acts done

Majority f the Board after fuch a difiolution are illegal ; and why 1 think fuch a d
and fuch an opinion, conformable to the €At of Parliament which conftitutes the p

Government. . :
4 s . : . . 4 SN e
I anfwer, that my claim and opinion are grounded on reafon, and the immemorial ufage
of the late Prefidency, approved by the Court of Direétors, and paffed into a pofitive Law
by the Aét of Parliament, - . T wf e
3 o Ch T AT
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¥

e !-g:wcr of fummoning and diffelying the Council mult exifty fomewhere ; it is
Feaonable thac it fhould exift in the § f it:

of the Council do not poflets any: authority, as fuch, but when they are aflembled ; they
cannot therefore affiémble the miclves, beeaule thar would be ro exercife an aét of authprity,
The Governor only chenefore has the Power of aflembling them ; it is cquﬂlﬁ reafonable
that the fame Powerdhould diffolve them. 1 this privilege refted onlyewith the collective
budy of the Council, and the Prefidear had no authority to diffolvé them, a prevailin

Fattion'in the' Qouncil would always have itin their power to fteal in or obtrude bufinels

on ti:e Board, for which the orher MEémbers were unprepared, and to impofe fuch infuls
and indignities tGpon their Prefident, as he could nog othdtwife avert than by an inftane
refignation of hisOffice and of the Service ;a Cale neceflary to be ftrongly guarded againit,
as the temprations to force him to fuch a refignation are powerful inp a body whofe num-
ber is fmall, and whofe fuceeflion to the ﬁrlt Poft in the Government is immutably

Jxed. - . Y '

Our Honorable Employers have an undoubted right to the afiiltance and advice of
every Mcember of the Boardy this they cannothave, wnlels cach Member has an op-
portunity of confidering and deliberating on each Queftion before it paffes into an
A&t of the Board. Such sn opportunity cannor be aflcertained to them withoue the
exiftence of this Power, ' ; '

The bufinefs to be difcuffed at each Meeting of the Board, (except the current bufi-
nefs, which is always fuppofed to be che firlt in courfe of dilpatch) ough: to be fjrci-
fiedin the fummons by which the Council is convened, and, withoug the confent of each
mdividusl Member, bufinefs not fpecified in the fummons capdor legally be entered
upon 3 bur if'a Majority, rotwithftanding the realonablenels of the objection, will per-
fit 1w go through with fuch bufinels, the only means of preventing illegal A&s from
affuming the fanction of the Board, is, thit the Governor-General, as Prelident of the
Aiﬁ:_m!;ig"', fhall difiolve the Meeting, This Power, as he apprehends, is no more than
what s incidental ro, and univerfally excreifed by the Mayory or other Prefident, of
evrfg‘,Co‘:omion in England. -

L ‘ R

Thae this Right, fcﬁ?ndi:d in reafori; has been fupported by the immemorial ufage of the
former Prefidency, and of all the Prefidencies eitablithed by the #lonorable Company
to this day, I appeal to - the Confultations of this and the other Prefidencies; I appeal
to the Court of Direétors? whether they have not ever underftood this to be the rule,
‘That the Prefidents bave univerfally the Right of fammoning the Councils is not dif-

. puted. That they alone have that ;’omr; and ‘that they have a Power of diffolving
the Councils, ‘is equally cereain, if there never yer was an inftance of any Council’s being
citger aflembled, or of their Meeting continued, in oppofition to the authority of the
Prefident. T firmly believe thar no fuch inftance did ever occur; if fuch ever did
in this Government fince the €ime in which I have been acquainted with che Ser-
vice, that i< fince'the year ‘ﬁ' -may be eafily traced on the Records which are in
the poficfiion of the Hanorable Coure of Direftors, and I am willing o truit to the
iffue of fuch a fearch as decifite of the Qucftion.

R ¥ d}; Power which I have defcribed has been: confirmed by the Court of Di-
reétots, L sppeal to the General Laftruétions of the Honorable Company, written with

" the lkmwlfng of the exercife of fuch a Power, and not forbidding it.

S bodd s VAT Ly - ey S AL .
o Ja_f'nﬁer-nig[{i Eﬁﬁgﬂﬁﬁibl'e,‘ and having exifted in and been exercifed by the Prefident

Sertemgent, Has it been abrogated by the A& of Parliapent? No, it has in
wordl;‘;aen confirmed;  the N'_ﬂ‘hdiy_c of the At produced by the Gentlemen

jority, hotigh with. an atempe o explsin it away, is diredt in poing t0
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and Revenues Mall remain in thg pofiefiion’
 hercby vefted in the faid Governor-Gene-
rt-William in Bengal, in like manner,
fame now are, orat any time heretofore
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* The Péwers iven in like manser, to all intents and \u_%dﬁs , a5 the fame now
are, orat any t?:'c %‘crelofore might have b J.:a:ii'ed by lﬁe refident and Council
or Seleé Committee. Such a Power was heretofgre exercifed by thg Prefident, it follows,

* - reddegdo fingula fingulis; that it may be exe by the Governor-General, who is fub-
fituted in his place.— Iam at'a lofs to find out why this Claufe feems te the Gentlemeén
of the Majority enly to fix and afcertain the extent of the Poweis, when the words -
plainly and exprefsly* apply both 1o the. extent and the mode of exercifing them. Their
conftruction is forced and wanatwral. Tiad the Legiflature meant 1o confine it to the
extent only, they would have ufed fewer words,"and by that means have conveyed
their meaning morc clearly ; *inflead of, “ In like manner as the fame now are, or here-
¢ rofors amight have been exercifed,” they would have left out * In like manner,™
which “plainly refer to the mode of exercifing, and have fimply vefted fuch Powersin

« , the Governor-General and Council ‘as were v in the Paelident and Council. They
have not been contented with vefting the Governor-General and Council with che Pow-

¢rs, but have lted them in like manner as they were herctofore exercileds

1 underftand it to be a rule of conftreftion amongft Lawyers, that in all Aés of Par-
liament, or Granis, every word, if it can, confiltently with the general tenorof the
Aét or Grant, fhould have an effeét given to ity and if poffible, that no words fhould
be rejefled. By my conflru&ion, the clear and obvious cffeét of all the words is given to
them confiltently with the Aé s by the other, the words * In like mannner,” which are
cperative, are totally rejected.

It is by no means true, as is aflerted, that ¢ Ouwr Conftitution in India hath been wholly

« pew-modelled.” ‘I\epfubﬂantiil operation of the A&t on the Conftitation, has only

« been to annihilate the' Prefident and Council appointed by the authority of the Honoras
ble Company, and to eret, by it's own authority, a new ong limited 10 a lefs num-
ber of Members in it’s ftead, to give thar nuthber a greater peemanency in their Offives,

and to fix a certain fucceffion 1o the chicf Office. of the Governtnent, The very lame
Powers, and no others, as far as they relate to the government of this Settlemerit, are
velted in them, as were velled in the Prefident and gouncil and Select Committee, and
the mode of exercifing them is enaéted to be the fame. They Rtill remain Servants of |

the Honorable Company, and are required * To pay due obedience o all fuch Orders™
¢ as they fhall recewve from the Court of Directors.” : S .
'The Honorable Company have confidered the Conflitution no funther altered, asis.
. evident from the ggth Arucle of the Inftructions, in which they treac the new asa
I, continuation of the old, and clearly intend that the Goverament fhould be adminiftered
i . as formedly. They exprefsly diret, that the Governor-General and Council Thall l'trim":‘-
l attend, not unly to the ftanding Orders of the Compapy ‘communicated to their Prefi-
. deney. of Fort-William, but t all fuch Orders and rn ructions as the Cogrt of Direft-
t = . ors rranfmitted to the Governor and Council, or the Seie@ Commitree.  Had

B
they fimply nor altered their former Orders and Inftrutions, [ apprehead thofe Or-
ders and Initru@ions would have been the proper rules of attion for the Goverpor- |
General and Council. e : o 5'
The other Claufe in the A&, cited by the fame Gentlemen, does not, in my opinion,
apply to the Queftion; ¢ Thatin all Cales whaifoever, whercin any difference of opi-.
* nion fhall anjc upon any Queftion propafed in any Confuleation, the faid Governor-
“ General and Council fhgll be bouna and concluded by the opin?uh and decifion of
“ the major part of thofe prefent.” This is no more than would bave been implied
had atnot been exprefled; it is the law of all Aflemblics, excepe there is an exprefsst
provifion to the conwaty, and no argument can be drawn from the Legillature Gmply.
exprefling that which would have beey implied. The reafon for introducing it feems
be torgive the alling voice. *¢ Al Cd_fg." mult mean all Cales properly before the E
and which they bave aright of deciding upon. It cannot apply w a Queftion
cerning the manner of exercifing the Powers, the A& ng before determil
point, that it (hall I.rm:ln like manner, to all intents and W
“ ar the tific of pafling the Aéty were, or might have b exercifid
¢ and Council or :l’hé SEh&Cummume b Twi;m j rfhin #e
ftitution of the Courcil, of which the Power' o
The worcs conltrued in the fenfe of the Gen
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* Of the Power claimed by the Governar-General to difiulve the Coundil.
" -t'l'u- Mijority of ‘excluding the Goverpor-General, or any Member of the Council,
from their Debates, and evea frot the Service. U

Lt e proved '-iﬁlyj'.‘ﬂ,fghlt to diTol the Aflembly, it follows of courfe, that ®after a
@ifludun i of jr by mp the remaining Members are no Board 5 and confequently, fuch
“Acts done by d::u‘;-‘ssr_cQuire the authority of the Board, are illega). *

Tho Cs.ﬁa ?J“"- of 't_ﬁ'e Gn\;cmar-Gcneral aloﬁa; or with one Mcn}lbcr. continuing to ficaf-
ter the Majority fhall be of opinion that the Couvncil houldebe difivlved, docs not ftand on

v the fame reafons as my claim of diffblving i, g

T am not apprized"()f any ufage concerning it, and therefore. do nor know that it has ®

been confirmed by the A& Such a claim might poflibly be confidered as an attempt w

yeltin mylelf thole Powers, which T think illegally claimed apd injarioully exercifed by the

Majority, of compelling the Members to halty decifions on matters they have not been per-

mitted to confider; but the inconvenience would potbe dangerouy, for it would be in the

Rt;wtr of the Majority who voted for the diffolution, by continuing to over-rule the
inority. My clam’is to prevent illegal aéls, not to. enforce them.

What the Gentlemen of the Majority have been pleafed to advance, concerning the
Governor-General diﬂ'o}vin%thc Council; when any bufinefs may  cone before it which
he thall not approve, “and by that means opping all public bufinels, is an argument
drawn from the peflible abule of the Power, not the legal excrcifi, of it.  There are no
Powers which may not be abufed, bur thatis no ar[fum::nt agmnlt the exiftence or pro-
priety of the Power; the abufe of the Power is illegal. I hadnot ‘in contemplation the
Yowers of the Governors of the American Colonies when I afitrted “this <laim; I agree
thcre is no anal between thofe Confticdkions and this; the Gentlemen mighe therefore
have fpared themielyes the trouble of fuppoling arguments for the purpofe of confuting
them, as they were never infifted on or thoughtof by me.

T am ,not apprized of any Inftruétions fent out by the Court of Direftors tending
diretly cr indire@ly to counteradt the lare Statute, and think iy as unbecoming as
unncceliary. toenter into a difcuffion, before the Cafes happen, in what inftances obedience
is, and in what not, 19 be paid to my Honprable Mafters. 1 have the fame guide for my
condudl fince the At of lEarliainent as 1 had hefore, implicitly to obey all their lawful
commands. I have not received, nor will prefume I fhall receive Orders which i may
be neceffary for me to difputes  Tdo not fee why the Gentlemen have introduced this into

. their Minute, except their diligence has found out, that the Right of diffolving the Council
by the former Prefidents has 1€ foundation in ﬁoﬁtivc [nftruétions érom the Hme_g@e
Coutre’ of Diregtors, which think hi hl;;pwba'b »
ity or becaufe they exped, from the juftnefs
\ pofitively confirnung it, and mean, by impofing fuch confiruétion as they think fic upon
. the A&, 1o give gougee of their intention to difobey them. '

or neceflity of the claim,to receive Inflruétions

That I have been placed at the head of the new Adminiftration I fhall ever efteem the,
_higheft honor, as it implies a national approbation of my conduét. 1 am told that the
~ Nameof Governor-General is a mere empty found 5 yet 1 efteem it a title intended by the
- Legiflatare to give additional dignity to my Station; and cannot be perfuided that
«  the Parliament, at the inltant in which they approved my condudt, amﬁiigniﬁcd my
. Station, if they did not mean to enlarpe, intended to abridge thofe Powers which my
. Predeceffors had gnjoyed, which Lwas then aftually in poffefion of, and which ar this day
- are exercifed by ail the Prefidents in the Seutlements belonging to the Honorabje

.

il I'II . " '1. pe . Y

e pever afler ﬂ-ﬂ-!h"-méﬂﬁn@_km all occafions necefliry to conflitute a Coun-
bfence from . the Prefidency by ficknefs, or any o&z unavoidablew caufe, [

anable myfe areend, ) ‘has §erciofore been the pradtice, ever give

;ﬂin&%ﬂ ~and the ¢ldeft Member prefent will.,
‘in’ fie the Prefidency, it has been the rule

L4

thoughel have not time to inveitigate «
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AR Gencral Clavermg Goﬂmel Mﬁhfo;r, a%er Franc:s,

'Fh « deliver into the Board the follomng Minute, in
ozt confcqugnce of that ¢ given in by the Gov egnor—'
e . General at the laft Council, and defire that' Copies

|"* « of it may accompany hxs by the Anfon, aqd in
.5 B Cypher overland. |

Minute from General-Clavering, Colonel Monfon,

e S v and Mr. Francis.

p_ _ s * I0igN .- * Fort. Wﬂham, 4th April 1775
JGeneral Cla- [ N layin before the Bom-d our reafons for t}nnkm%zhat the Righe clumcd, an&&?cwrr
i "‘;‘“ C°|° exercifed by the Governor-General, of diffolving the Board ar his Elenfure, againft

: :ner"I'}r::' the declared fenfe of the Majority, was illegal, we confidered the ﬁ"crentrﬁetwmim
e cis’s Minate frictly as a Queftion of pofitive Right; an a.vmdcd entering into any narrative gtbdmr-;
R L) on the Go-matter not immediagly neceflary for the determination of it.  We therefore . A

vernor'sPow- ¢ha of the Governor-General's M:nutc on this fubjet, in which he ‘departs from the -
e avive cH::nof Right, and enters generally into a ftate thofe Proceedings aI:: builwﬁdg;f ol
whm‘: in bis opmlon, juftify his refolving to exercife tth'ﬁH’t now in difpute, Sumnlii:g
our condu& to have been blameable in any degree. whatfoever, it will not convey a - Power |
: to the Governor-General which the Law has not. alto\yed ium; nor fhould, in- pointof
regularity, the Governor-General’s ftrictures upun olt be “intruaﬁccd into the prefm:
argument. ; . ] o A
It appears to us, that the 0pm|on mamtamad w he Governor:
conclufion; thar the Members of this Council have only a delib
ters or points of bufinefs as fhall be laid before us by him, and
other bufinefs, which he may deem offenfive g; i
immediately difmifs us. gy, AL

16 this conftrulion of the Al of Packiament. ﬂ:u)i" e
, cil then becomes merely a Board of rcfcrcncc, an
1. . abolute. :

¢ With refpeét to the Governor- s rep tion o} ndué
| & - felves that the Honorable Court of Directors will not fuﬂbr“thﬁl‘.j i
By ag#inft us euntil they fee the whole flate of our Ptoccndmgs" ]

k- Confultations fent home by the. A.ufm. 4
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| Of the Power claimed by the Governor-General to diffolve the Coundil.

Extralt of a Letter from the Court of Dire@ors to the
GovernorsGeneral and Council at Fort-William,

dated the 31t of January, 1776. .-

Par. 15. Y the Ship Anfon we have received a*duplicate of your Secret Letter dated

B the 2gth of March, 1775, and alfo your feparate Minutes, dated the 20th of
March, and 3d and ;th of April, relative toa Power claimed by the Governor-Genes,
ral of diffilving the Codncil at his pleafure, agamnft the declared fenfe of the major part
of the Members prefent. » .,

16. The Anfon having been obliged to put into Igeland, we have not yer received
your Book Pucker, and confequently the Proceedings of the Majority, after the Goveraor-
General and Mr. Barwell had withdrawn from the Board, are not before us. :

17. The importance of the Queltion, Whether the Governor-General is legally empow-
ered to diffolve the Council at pleafure, contrary to the declared fenfe of the Mujority, is
fo great, that we have judged it proper to ftate the Cafe to lome of the moft eminenc
Lawyers in this Kingdom, and to have their Opinions, before we finally decide thereon 3
which Opinions we have not yet been able to obtain. But howevtr the Queltion may be
determined relpedling the legality of the Power, 'We are clearly of opinion, thatit ise
highly improper that fuch a power, which may be attended with the moft fatal confe-
quences, fhould be exercifed by our Governor-General, or by any Prefident of our Coun-
«cil'3 and thercfore, t prevent further inconvenience, and rowlly to fupprefs all claima
of this kind «in future, it is our exprefs Command, that no Meeting of our Council
(the Members having been duly fummoned) fhall be diffolved, or adjourned, by the au-
thority of our Governor-General, or of any Prefident for the time being, without the
confent of a Majority of Members prefent ac every fuch Meeting of our faid Council.

L ]

18. And if it (hall hereafter happen that the Governor-General, or any Member or Mem-
bers of Council, not being a Majoriry, fhall think proper to withdraw from the Council
Board, and leave a Majority of the whole Council ficting, and if fuch Majority fhall be
of opinion, that it may be neceflary, and for the good of our Service, to proceed to the
difpacch of public bulinefs, we hereby direct, that they continue to fir fo loni (and to
adjourn from time to time) as they fhall think it requilite and for our intereft fo to do 4
and that their Minutes, Refolutions, and Proceedings fhall be recerded in the fame Book
and form aswould have been the cale if no Member had withdrawn.

19. It is our further Command, that all Orders which fhall be iffued by fuch Majority,
fo aflembled In Cawncil, as aforefaid, to any of our Servants in Bengal, Civil or Military,
be implicidy obeyed, in the fame manner, to all intents and purpoles, as though fuch

Orders had been authorifed and figned by all the Members of our faid Countil.

‘Aaa At
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the Governor-General to di

-

At a Court of Dire&ors held on W cdnefady the 7th
. February, -1776.

Nathaniel Smi.tlf,.Efquire;. delivered in the following‘: Diffent, viz.

To the Honorablesthe COURT of DIRECT ORS.

GENTLEMEN, ‘

% . PPREHENSIVE the Dircé}'ors Power alone, undet the late reftrictive Act,
“ will nog ¥e found competent to controul the Supreme Council in the Mode of

« exercifing it’s executive Authority, by any pofitive injunétions they (hall give to direé
« the Adjournment of the Coungil in fugare ; and as great doubts do evidently arife on
s¢ the intention of the Legiflature, refpecting the manner by which the faid Council fhall
« from time to time become adjourned, and which will appear from the Dire@ors own
« confeffion in the Letter lately fent to Bengal ;™

« And as very fatal confequences are likely to enfue fhould the Directions given by
¢ this Court on the Mode of Adjournment in future be deemed illegal, or fhould the

«« Court’s Authority © ?rcl'cribe to the Council on the execution of their Power be  dif

« puted by them;”

[

¢ For thefe reafons, 1 defire to enter my Diffent againft that part of the Letter to Ben- -

¢ gal, of the 31 of January, 1776, which relakes to fo confequential a ftep taken by the
¢ Court under i’s own authority, as that of venturing to decide upon a point not clearly
« defcribed by the A&, and which Decifion mult fo materially affect a Conftitution
¢ given by the Legillature to the Supreme Power in India; nor can the Governor-Gene-
“ ral and Council be juftified in paying obedience to your Orders, I apprehend, Emon‘ld
¢ fuch Orders be interpreted as contradiftory to the A& of Parliament under which they
© are eftablifbed.” <

s “ 1 am,
“ Gentlemen,
o * with relpect,
. o 2% Your moﬂ: obedient 2
A o ¥ humble«Seéb;!;‘l.!,,
* « NATHL. SMITH>

ok

“ Fait-India Honle,
“ February yth, 1776.

'
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e A Of cbe‘ﬁﬁ&:f%ﬂ by the Governor-General to diffolve the Council.

C .'A S E . 8 ;v
. . . .
L .
EFORE the A& of Parliament of the 13th year of the reign of His prefent M-
B jetty, forg regulating the Affuirs of the Eaft-India Company, the Company’s Afuine
at Bengal were managed by a Prefident and twelve other pesions, who wers called a Prefi- ‘-
dent and Council, whofe Commiflions were to the fdllowing effect, viz, . \

The Company rcpoﬁng efpecial truft and confidence in the fidelity, prudence, juftice, Exsrac ¢F
and circumipeétion of Aghtve made, conftituted, &c. the faid A. to be Prefident and Gg- Commifion
vernor of and for all the faid Company’s Affaiss in the Bay of Bengal, and gther the Places Woallygrants
and Provinces thereunto belonging in the Eaft-Indies ; and alfo to be Governor and Com- E‘L:::E:;"‘
mander in Chief of Fort-William, and all the Towns and Territories thereto belonging, Council of
and of all the Forts, Factories, and Settlements, Lands, Territories, Countries, and Jurif- Bengal.
diétions belonging to the Company within the Subahfhip of Bengal, and of all the Forees Y, .
which were, or might be employed for the Service of faid Company, in faid Forts, Towns,
and Places, and to execute all Powers thereto appertaining, by Order of the Court of
Directors, and to continue fame during their pleafure. And to the end (4id A. may be
better enabled to order and manage the Affuirs of faid Company, they conftituted ‘and
ordaindd B. C. and D, &c. (naming the twelve perfons of the Council) to be Council
of Fore-Wiliism, for governing and managing all the faid Compan's °A fairs in Bengal,
and the Places and Provinces belonging to the faid Company as aforefaid 5 and the faid <
Company did thereby grant unto the faid' Prefident and Governor and Council afore-
named, or the major part of them, (the Cogncil being duly fummoned) full Power to rule
and govern all the Company’s Factors and Servants under faid Prefidency, and all the
Soldiers and Inhabitants of Fort-William, and all the Towns and Territories thereto bes
longing, and all the Forts, Factories, and Settlements, Lands, Territories, Countries,
and JurifdiGtions belonging to the Company within the Subahfhip of Bengal ; and to do
all fuch other aéts and things, and exercife all fuch other Powers and  Authorities as [aid
Prefident and Governor and his Council, in their refpeétive Places gvhere the faid Com-
any had, or thould have Faétories or Places of Trade, were authorifed to do, according
to fuch Inftruttions as faid Prefident and Council fhould receive under the hands of
- thirteen or more-of the Court of Dircétors of the fuid Company.

Befides the above general Commiflion, the Company for a great many years back have «
had a Commictee at Bengal, which they call a Select Committee, confilling of the Prefi-
dent and fome of the Council, the ngmber of whom varied at diffesent tmes, the Com- X
" miftee. heing fometimes compofed of only three, at otheP times four, five, or fix pet- > o
fons. The firft caufe for appointing this Committee was the troubles of the Company
in Bengal in the year 17545 and at that time the Objeéls of the Committee were, to trear
% with the Countsy Powers, and negotiaie fuch macers with them as were of a more fecret
~ and coniidential nature than were proper to be immediately communicated to the whole
! & Couucil. : i

, I;M‘:-," Afeerwards, when the Company got into a fuppofed ftate of profperity, and their Servants
E " were fuppofed 1o higesbeen guilty of great abufes of their power, this Commitee was ¢
" authoriled ro enquire into and correét fuch abufes. —This (‘.‘ommime was from time
I to tine appoined by Lesters figned by thirteen or more of the Court of Direftors ol A
i withour any fopmal Commifion ; and fometimes the Select Confmittee had power o |
. determine, and carry their Relolutions into execution, and at ocher times they wereonly * @
. to deliberate and propofe matters to the Prefident and Council, who wereew dedde =
™ —Q.{ ﬁfmn' . . . , -," v, C o » 3, - '_'.", 3 '.._Ia:l_'
2 (Far, the better mmagcmcm.nf?{ug‘,l United Company’s Affairs in India, it-wa:ﬁth(m. 2
. enacted, that for the Govenments of “the Prefidency at Fort-William in Bendal, t_hérc'ﬁ'a't.'np. g~ -

Vi ) ! : i Lhe - Al J¥) 5 kic 4
~ fhould bc appointed a Governov-General and fdur Counfellors, and that the wiole Civil 8% 7-
‘ mg&pm:mtpf all the Teriorrial Ac uifitions and Revenues in the Kingdmﬁ} :
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the Power claifned by the Governor-General to diffolve the Council.

of Bcngnl; Bahar, and Orixa, fhould, during fuch timne as the ff‘erriwrial Acquiitions.
and Revenues fhagld remain in the poffeflion of the (aid Upited Company, be, and
were thereby velted ifi the faid Governor-Generzl #nd Council of the fmd Prefidency
of Fort-Willizm in Bengel, in® the like manner, o all intents and purpofes
whatfg=ver, as the fame then were, oriat any ;iuw.:hcrumforc might have been exercifed
by the Prefident and Council, or Seleét-Commpitee, in the faiq Kingdoms.

/LTI
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Tt was enacted, that in all Cafes whatfoever, wherein any differenct of opinion fhould
asife upen any Queftion propofed in any Confultadion, the faid Governgr-General and
Council fhould br bouhd ang concluded by the opinion and decifion of the major pare
of thole prefenty and 1f it fhould happen, that by thedeath or removal, or by the
abfence of any of the Members of the fiid Council, fuch Governor-General and Council
fhodld happen 1o be equally divided, then, and in every fuch Cafe, the faid Governor-
General, or, in his abience, the. eldeft Counfellor prefent, lhguld have a cafting voice,
2ad his opiniog fhould be-decifive and conclufive. -

L
L

By another Claufe in the A&, the Governor-General and Council were direed to
oblerve andobey fuch Orders as they fhould receive from the Directors of the faid
Coumpany. :

It was enacted, that all and every the Rights, Interefts, Powers, Privileges, and
Au:horities, which were then vefled in the faid’ United Company of Merchants trading
1o the Eaft-Indics, and which were not thereby exprefsly taken away, altered, or varied,
fheuld remain to, gnd conginue in the ‘faid: Company, in as full and ample a manner,
to all intents and purpofes ‘whatfoever as if that A¢ had never been made. '

Purfuant to the above A& of Parliament, the Court of Direorsof the faid Company
gave feveral Orders in writing to the faid Governor-General and Council; among
which was an Order, that they thould affiemble in Council twice t every Week, to which
Aflembiies each of the Council were to be duly fummoned. -

The conftant ufage of the Company has been, at all their Prefidencies; for the
Prefident to fummop the other Members of the Council 1o meet together inCouncil
on fuch days, and at fuch hours, as he thought proper; and if cither bufinels or
pleature required the Prefident’s abfence from the Sctclement, he always delegated this
Power to the perfon next n rank to himfelf, This ufage has been purfuc(gi by the
Governor-General and Council, ' ; !

1

‘Various difputes have happened between ‘the Governor-General and  Council at= R
Bengal in their Aflfimblies or, Meetings to cranfaét the bufinefs of the Company ;eand
thoridy before the lait Difpatches came from thence, a Queftion hungpropgf:d bj.-""".
the Majority of the Council, which the Governor-General difa proved, a8 1pro
to be brought before them as a Board, and they (che Majority) infifting to bring
it on, the Governor' General declared the Council diffulved, and thereupon he, and
the Member who' agreed with bim in opinion, quitted the Council Board, and Hg#
Majority fitting, who proceeded in the bufinefs they had prope fed, infifting that it
was a legal Board 5 for that (as they contended) the Governor-General had no power

:."_‘_I:O-‘ﬂ'i'ﬁ'olvc them, but that after the Council were regularly affembled, thgymuu.n&#"?ﬂ
' difcharged without the ,confent of the Majority. : . S T L‘;Q

" The fame condud was held twice afterwards on Q_tleﬁlans I o w‘hﬁm

 The Governor-General and Council have a joint Letter, requeftin
decifion of the Courc of Direflors refpeéing i'.:hch” ~Géperal's pawer of difisly
‘coun“in:&‘ﬁirp"uﬁlw.* .:-r "}'_’_‘.:'_"\:7' i N S T % R a‘l ;
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© Each of the parties have entered their reafons
 their Confultation Book, which areasfollows:
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H E Civil Government being vefted in the Governor and Council, in like manner,
anfl to all purpofes, as it was exercifed beforg by’ the Prefident and Council or Se-

le€t Committee, the, Prefident always iffued or ordered Summons fog the Mecting of
the Council, and it fhould feem that the Council cannot legally meet without fuch Suni-
mons. The Meeting of the Council dcfpcncfa on the pleafure of the Governor, and I think
the duration of it maft do fo too; bur it was as great a crime to diffolve the Council upon

/ bale and Gnifter motives, as it would be to affume the Power of diffolving if he had it

not. I beligve he is the fieft Governor that ever difilved a Cowncil enquiring into his

/ behaviour when he was innocent.  Before he could fummon three Councils and diffolve
e them, he had time fully to confider what would be the refult of [uch conduét, to convince
//' "every body beyond a doubt of his confcious guilt, N e

L} = .

: C. SAYER.
7th January, 1976,

Governor-General’s Addrefs to the Court of Direc-
tors, by the S.hip Anfon, dated at Fort-William,
the 25th of March, 1775 ; reccived in, London the

. 1ft of January, 1776.

Hownoraere SIR S,

HAVE the honor to fend you a triplicate of my Addrefs of the 10th of Janvary, a
duplicate of my laft, and Obfervations on the Minutes fent by the Gentlemen of the
" Majority to your Honorable Court with the laft Dilpacches,

The various and accumulated attacks which have been’made upon me by my Adverfaries
1 « exceed my abilities,and ghe narrow compafs of my time, to repell them by that circum-«
L 5 ¢ ftaotial mode of defence which I kave made ufe of in my former Addreffes. :

I beg leave torecall to your attentjon the original points of controverfy which formed
the fubjects of our firlk Appeals; theéfe were, on their part, . condemnatiorf of the Ro-
hilla War, a juftification ot tneir Refolutions for the recall of the Brigade, and the difinif-
fion of my public Agent from his appointment at the Court of lhcﬂﬁ;izier Sujah Dow-
S la; and on mmf, a vindication of that War, and a proteftation againft their Refolutions.

e o

_ Not trafting -to their ftrength on this ground, they Mifted the fcenedo.t'h-e Tm el !
Benaras, which they cndcavo&t'ed'to ﬂr.cr%, and ‘I have defended. : \ ty,,
L * L . L

>

' 4 [ kRt Ryt

Their next attack was en the management of your Colleétions and Finances y thofe were

" reprefented as in a ftate of mctnthcmg, -.ngﬂu;hefc_ eth[tcd;d’itﬂl,w?l: truth you
© will judge from faéls, which fuperfcde all arguments. -, .

On all thefe prints I have fully replied, and k refts with yoy ro deter:
~of their accufetions and of -my detence 3 neither my judgment nor my confci
allow me for amoment to fear for the iffue of Jour decifion, | A

T this period the contefls between the Majority an
public na:ure, althou?h my conduct m&qm o

hiere, were the ultithate objects of them. Perhaps ks
¥ . i ini =2y Ky I.-:-/ I..' -
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I by the Ship Anfon, dated the 25th of March, 1775+ y

fromvthe defign of the Legiflature in the conflitution of this new Government, invefted
with fuch extended® Powers, and a Charge of fuch vaft importance, to®the Britith State. 1
have long ago in my’ Leter to the Honourable; Court of Direétors, dated the rith
(November, 1773) offered to you my opinion of their effects, at a time when it was im-
poflible for me to forefee the preferg” occalion for the application of it,  *+ ¢

The firfl A"Cfs.nﬁ the Majority manifellly fhew, that their aim was éither, by continual

rovocations to indtice me to throw up my Seat, and leave them the fole uncontrolled,
R‘laﬂfcm of'this valuable State, or, by annihilating my preient influeng, to render me a
cypher in it; &nd, by mifreprefenting the meafures of my fopmer aiminiftration, as univer-
fally tending, and even fyftematically calculated foreche ruin of your interefts dnd the
national honorin this Country, to effeét my removal by a fuperior and legal authority.

The ruling principle andyfpring of all their alions is fairly, but rather unguarded]
explained in their firft Letter of Appeal, in thedeclaration, “That the judtification of thelr
¢ condult muft of neceflity carry with it,and could only be fupported by a trong and deli-
*“ berate cenfure of the preceding Adminiftration.” I have admitted the truth of thisPropo-
fition, in the application of it to fuch of their nreafures®as are directly contradiétory of
thofe of the preceding Adminiftration, bue I will not allow it to be either jolt or fair applied

_to meafures with wgh:ch thefe have no relation; but it isa powerful though trite.policy,
to which the unthinking part of the world have too often been the dupes; to fuch let
sthem addrefs themlelves ; [ trult that my Caufe will be decided by other Judges.

The fubfequent tranfactions have not even the pretext of a public ebje, but are
dire€tly 'and openly leyelled ac myfelf. The ground is popular, mdscalculated to the
temper of the €imes; and whatever be the iffue of them, there are thoufands on whom the
bare Allegations will fix an indelible impreffion. '

On the zoth inftant, an Englifh Letter, Eontaining Englith Accounts, was brought to

! See Appen-

the Board, in the name of the Ranny of Burdwan.} by a Servanc of Mr. Jofeph Fowke, dik, No. 35
charging me perfonally with having received the Sum of 15,000 Rupeesas a Prefent from D goq 45 £,

Dewan Bridjoo Kithore Roy. '

On tht next day a weightier Charge was delivesed to the Board, in the Pablic Depart-

ment,through the hands of Mr. Francis,§ from Maha Rajah Nunmuﬂmn,—rof various Pre- 1 SecAppen.

fents having been received by me, which, on the molt probable eltimation of the indefinite
Sums, added to thofe which are parucularly fpecificd, muft have amounted to many
millions of Rupees,

The Praceedings of the Board, and of the Majority continued by their own authority, on
thofe Accufations,will be found at large in the Confultations of the 1gth, teth, 14th, and
t7thinltant in the Revenue Department, and of the 11th, §3th, and z2othin the Publie
Department, 1 beg leave torefer to thefe Records, as I think it neceffary that you fhould
have the maft complete as well as the molt authentic inTtion of the fubject, ;

Thefe relating to the Allegativns of Rajah Nunpcosar have been committed to the
hands of your Attorney, for the purpofe of commencing a Suit at Law againft mes in the
name of the Company, for the recovery of the Sums faid to have been recaived by me from*
Munuoy Begum in the year 1772; I referve my defence for the fame channel, ndt chufing
to give' my Adverfarics an advantage by anticipating it, nor to, belpeak your premature
judgment on a Caufe thus dtpcndé_r:&.: I do nor mean to reftiict mylelt folely w this mode
of defenee; let the Law have s effe€t, and T am willing, and fliall be proud to fubmit all
my tranfactions, of what nature foever, to your juftice, in any way or form which you fhall

preferibe.  In the nican time [ beg that you will fufpend vour opinion upon my conduct,

except on thofe parts of it on which ged have complereanaterials to decide, ang §v whiah
your earlieft decifion is required; in this decifion the condaét of my Opponcats mult
necéflarily be involved, PoVurr 38 O !

A combined and declared grqioar{iqf}ﬁaﬁﬂ@: have ftood forth as my Aceufers; 1
appeal, for the truth of this aflértion, to,the wholatenor of their canduct fince their arrival
in this Country, and to the undoubted evidences which appear on the public Records of
the lait fifteen days M’[miom,ih’&‘ﬁ ntlemen are themielves Parues, if not the
Erincipals, as in my heare { believe them to be, and fuch the world efteems’them, and che

BENRPE SO e (770 T TR ] i i

. _ Ranny
§ /56 M, Frasch cplamnlon Ry ctrcitfh hmﬂl‘ﬁ.iﬂc& =1t March, 1 annexed o e
—_ See nz.‘aﬁﬂnf?t_:ﬂ & ¢ Majorty Feeived by the Sh1p Anfon. 775 »
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Governor-General's Addre(s to the Court of Directers

Ranny of Burdwan and Rajah Nunocomar little more than Infiruments and oftepfible
Agentsin the Accyfations preferred by them againft nie, .

Whether confidered as my Accufers, or as joint Members of the Adminiftration,
I difcfaim their Right to ereét themfelves into a Tribunal to try my condu&, por
fhould any "confideration prevail upon me tp fubjeét mylclf to fuch a Rate of hu-
miliation, 0 . ; %

As lirde do 1 judge it confiftent with my own honor or your intereft, to fuffer
the firt Membes of this State to be perfonally arrdigned ac the Council Board, and
expofed to the infolence andtcalugnics of a mifcreant like Nuspcomar. Had the Ma-
jority , beon difpofed to accepr of my propofition, of n;ipoi&:ing a Committee for pro<
fecuting their enquiries either into thefe or the Ranny’s Allegations, they might bave
obtained the fame knowledge, and all the fatisfaétion in this way that they could have
evpelted from an inguificion taken by the Board at larde; their Proeccdmacmld
have had the, dppearance at lealt of nghlarit‘y‘, and my credit would have been lfs
affeéted by them. The only point which they could poffibly gain by perfiling in
bringing fuch a fubjeét beforg the Board, was to gain a public triumph over me, and
to expofe my Place andy, Petlon to infult, -

Reduced to this extremity, and fupported only by a fingle Member of the Board,
whole behaviour and resfonings on this occafion will, 1 truft, do him kLonor in our
cyes, although they availed but lirtle againft a precombined Relolution, I had no
aliernative lefr, buc to yield to the indignities offered me, or to make ufe of the au-
thotity, which the ancient and unrepealed Conftitution of your Service has vefted in
the Prefident of"yout Council, to declare the Meeting diffiolved, My Declaration bhad
no effeét with them, ner did T expeét it would, It refts with you to determine,
whether, in this inftance, I ufurped (or, 1o fpeak more properly, alferted) a Privilege to which
I had no lawful claimy or whether I am juftified by the ancient and invarisbie prac-
tice of the Service, and by the neceflity of the cafe, in that Refolution, This point
was debat-d and fully difeufled in the next day’s Conlultation at the Revenue Board, and

of courfe determined by the Majority in favour of the practice which they had already be- -

gun. I cannot addany Argument to thofe which appear in my Minutes upon chis Quettion;
1o prove the legality of my claim; I truft they will be found conclufive in poinc
of fatt; and am cenfident that the reafonablenefs of this Power, and it’s neceflity in
various cafes, will nat efeape your penctradon. Without it, a prevailing Faéionin the
Council might have it in their power, at any time, to fteal in and obirude bufinefs
on the Board for which the other Members were unprepared, and they would
have opportunitics of impofing fuch indignities upon their Prefident, as he could only
avert by a,relignation of his Office and of the Service. In fuch cafes, the only
remedy frems to be, that the Power which funimoned the Meeting fhould diffolve
it; and this {Urelye could nor be more properly exercifed than in the prefent inRtance,

when not only new matter fas artempted to be introduced, foreign from the declared

purpofe of calling the Meeting, but even a perfonal indignity and wanton triumph over my.
weaknefs in the Adminiﬂra_‘g‘ ere prepared for mg. /R Y Ph o
. 2 _
My Adverfaries will doubtlefs alledge, that whatever was the Conflitution for-
 merly in this refpedt, fuch u Privilege does not now exit. Thave carefully exami-
ned thisppine; 1 find no alteration expreffed in the At of Parliament, in refpect o
the Powcrs of the internal Coaftitution of the Council, except one fingle point, namely,
that in the old Ceunci] the ficlt Member was {tiled Prefident, a Titﬁmfpcciﬁnliy
incloding liim in the nomber of the Council, and affigning him only the firft Seat in
it; andin the new Eftablibment he is dignificd by uhfgﬁer and exclufive Title,
and in & pianner Teparated from the other Members, How far the wifdom of the
Legifiarure meant by this dillisélion to extend the Privileges '
Governmenr, is not for me at prefent to enquire; but furely j: is conclufive as
their intention of oveither diminifhing nor ahrng:tfng :
mer Chiets, unlels fecially raken away® by other Cl;%
find in the A& itfclf a pofinve Declaration,  that ¢ of the Go
ral and” Council fhall remain 1o them, in Lke manner, ntents as
they were at any tme before exerciled by m‘kﬂ ts aad Council
in this conftrv@ion, and fuffier a fubjeét too neary to '
9 | .' ""-"i.‘"_'ﬂl'}'.\;,. ' A "...' ;.'J.;' ; -
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| by the Ship Anfm;, dated the 25th of March, 1775, o ;i \193 4

cn my judgment, but [ am confident, whatever may be the Opinion as to the Right,
that with you, Gentlemen, and with all wife and moueratc men, nothing will jlti-
fy the intemperance of my Opponentsy who compelled me, by guery circamitance. of

' ufelefs and indecent provocation, to fly to fuch an expedient, asthe only means of .
faving me from perfonal iafule, ;

. .
You will bferves the attempts that have been. repeatedly made by the Mniority
to compel the*amendance of my two principal Servants before them; in this inftance
alfo 1 prgfume tofffirm, that they have adled withour a precedeft and withour any le-
gal -authorjty, To thofe who Know the cultom and manners of the Codnery, this
will be confidered as an ougrage offered directly to myflf, @nd; Whatever colour may
be given to it, I believe there is not a man in &his iﬁacc that looks upon it asin- -
tended for any other® purpofe: ific were poflible to afcribe it to any osher, the be-
haviour of General Clavering at the public Council Board on the 20th would put
it beyond the poflibility eof a doubr. A w
L]
Again 1 beg leave to refer you to the' perafal of the Confultacfoss upon thefe fub-
jeéts, of which I with that not a fingle word fhould efcape your obfervation,
- L] " 5
Although I have declined entering at this time and place joto a refutation of
the Accufasions which have been preferred againft me in the pames of Nunpcomar, =
and the Raony of Burdwan, yet I do not think it proper to pais them wholly
unanuiced,

You are well informed of the realons$ which firflt induced me to give-any fhare of my
confidence to Nunoc mar, with whofe charuéter T was acquainrgdﬁ)y an experience of
many years. Themeans which he himfclf took to acquire it wefe peculiar to himfelf: he
fent a meffenger to me at Madrafs, on the firfl news of my appoinunent to this Prefidency,™
with pretended Letters from Munny Bc%um and the Nabob Yeteram o'Dowla, the Brother
of the NabobJaffier Ally Khan, filled wittPoitrer invectives againft Mahomed Reza Khan, and
of as warm recommendarions, as I recolleét, of Nunpcoman. I hive been fince informed
by the Begum that the Letter which bore her Seal was a complete forgery, and thar fhe

i was torally unacquainted with the ufe which had been made of her name 'till informed
of ite by Juggue Chund, Nuxpcomanr’s Son-in-Law, who was fenr to her exprefsly to
increat her mot to divulge it.  Mr, Middleton, whom fhe confulted on the occafion, can
atte(t the rruth of this ltory. I have not yer had the curiofity eo enquireof the Nabob
Yeteram o'Dowlah whether his Fetter was of the fame ftamp, but T cannot doobt it

The promife, which he fays T made him, that he fhoald be confticuted Aumeen, that is,
Inquificor-General overthe whole Country, and that | would delegare to hisy my whole
power and nfluence, 1s fomething more than a negative falichood. He did once or twice .
intimate to mea wilh of the kind, but with fo lictle fuecefs thar for ::;Hh he wholly drope

*it. On Mr Reed’s return from the Coslt, where he had b&n'on leave of abience,
Nuapcomar made his application to him for the fame employment, hoping through his  ® =
influence to obain ity Mr. Reed, dedeived by his fuggeftions; broughe the Propofition cnfutution
before the Board, und tupported it with warmthygbut it was rejeted.  The manner in y3th Feb.
which  this matte: was thtn iniroduced contains ftriking proofs of the incendiary 1773
charafter of the man, and the Proveedings will fhew l.hcggn_mds on which the propofition

\\ﬁm,rrjelétmi_. " & .

¥ . : 1 - ’
* Fer the enquiries which were made into the condué of Mahomed Reza Khan and Rajah -
Shilabl'ﬂi'; [%-,gflcﬁvg to refer to the Proceedings themfejves, m which every voucher '
and every evidence that 1 could obrain trom Nuspcamak ure recorded ac length, and you,
will yourflyes be the belt judges of the diligence which was exerted by me in the profecu-
tion of them. Mahomed Reza Khan, who was broughe 16 tlal by your exprefs com-

- . mands, on formal Charges exhibited againit him, was confined under a Guard of Scapeys o
. from April 1772 w Junc 1773, Shicabroy, aithough there had not Been any %exprels
commands rece.ved from you €oncering bim, was i ke manmer confined (rom May
Seaflk 2 ublic norice was given with relpect o bath, thar

P i

he head of the Khalfa.lnnd-th‘e particular
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. Governot-Ceneral's Addrefs to the Court of Dll‘m‘f‘tﬁﬂ :

Terecolle® an information given me by Nuxpcomar, concerning the prerended ufe
tions made by the Rajah of Benares of the Purgunnahs of Keera Mungrore and Bidjygur,
in the Province of Behiar, but at a much more dﬂhn;fi:t:od of tigne than Nuspcoman
has affered. I do not recolleét his mentioning it azain when I fevout for Benares, neither
did 1 ever fndmate the fubject cither to Cheyt Sing or his Minifters, becaufe I knew I -
could nog_fupport the claims and to have made it and dropped it would have been in
every fenfe difhonorable : noc “that [ palied by'it with indifference ominattercion 3 I rook
pains o inveftigate tife foundation of shis itk Wmmcniﬂgd it to ahe particular en-
quiry of Mr. Vanfittart,” who was the Chief of Patan ar the time in which ) received the
firft intimacion of it,  The follawing Le:mé—*md’?n}mv-wﬁich'l received. from -him
contain a complete Sthre of his pretended “ﬁ‘d"ﬁm"’hn F Sl
L ‘ 3

b T
. ks Ny

b ]

Eftra& of a Letter from*George VanSittart, Efg.
Chief at Patna, tq the, Governor, dated the 25th
Septembef, 1772. E 4

“ W HEN T was at Moorfhedabad, you mentioned a report of a Porgunnah’s having
3 been alienated from this Province, and given by Shitibroy to Rajah Bulwant Sing.
¢ Tafked you if you meant Bejugur or Choula; you faid no, thas neither of thefe wasthe name;
“ that the place you meant®was fomewhere in the neighbourhood of Rotas. Since my return
@ hither | have been making particular enquiry, and | imagine Mungrore mult be the Pur-
< gunnah you fpoke of ; buc it is not in the neighbourhood of Roras, it belongs properly-to
A E hahabad, and is fitvaed not far from Benares.  4r paid ic’s Revenue to this Province "ol
“ 1085, or 1677, In 1086 it was all given away to Jagheerdars. Ta 1140 about a ifth
s parc was refumed, and again paid a Kevenve. In 1142 this part was dgain given to Jag-
* heerdars, and the Bahar Government has never fince received a Rupee from it
« About eight years ago Meer Juffier made a prejfenc of it o Bulwant Sing, to whmﬁ: it
*“ was confirmed by Lord Chive and Carnac, and he afterwards procured Sunnuds for it
““as an Alcumgaw from ghe King and the Vizier, Enclofed are Copies of thefe feveral
13 Papcrs.n " p :

_ M:?ﬁrnng_lnm of a Sunnud and Firmaund, from the beginning of the month Shibaan,
in the th year of the Reign of the King Shah Allum,

The Sum of 16,86,083 Daums on the whole Purgunnah of Mungrore, in the Sircar of
Shahabad, in the Subah of Bahar, the Revenues of which amount to 59,000 Rupees and »

€ upwards, is granted, a y to tht Zimmum, from the Jaiter en Qf‘-kﬁb_bg—ﬂl-bgd,gu

trce and unconditional gift o Rajah, Bulwant Sing and to bis ieirs, wi
of any other perfun, and with an’ex 1o from the pnymﬁna{ﬂr"q:ﬁqm ':,
: The Contents of the Zimmum:s ~
Lt 4 ¥ * b .' g ) - . e
The whole of ghe Purgunnzh of Mungrore, in the Sircar of Shahabad, in the Subsh
of Banar, is granted a5 a free and unconditional gift to Rajah Bulwane Sing and his Heirs.
. Tunca (6,850,063 Daums, Jumma of the Purguanah, 50,000 Rupees antd upwards. -
Copy of a Perwannah, under the Seal of the Vizier ul Mul adre
Seeldur Jung, trom the %m Jin the Bth year
¢ ShahAllum, agreeable ©o the abov it )
8th vear*o! the ecfion, the fum of

‘the paymen
is pranted
Heirs,




i .
by“. the Ship Anfon, dated the 25th of March, 1775. .

. : Contepts of the Zimmum. B
The Tunca, as a free gift and donation 10 Rajsh Bulwant Sing, on the whole Purgun-

nah of Mungrore, in the Sircar of Shgliabad, 10 the Subsh of Bahar, 16.83,0‘83 Daums;
the Revenue of the faid Purgunnah 50,000 Rupecs. .

Copy of a Sunnud efrom Meer Mashomed Jafier Khan Bahadre, wntrcn thc 20th of
Rujjub, in the 5rh year of the reign of His Majetty Shah Alium .

In confideration of the attachment and fervices of tite Ing,h and m.ghw Rajah, Bulwant
Sing Bahadre, the Revenue of 16,80,083 Daums in the Pergunnah of Mungrore, ‘with
the Phouldarry and other Durties ufdally paid to Government, are remitted to him, and

given for his own emolument, that he may be always ready to proteét chat quarter. Dated ,
as pboves " ) 5E

Copy of the T'reary undcr the Seals of the Nabob Sabut jung (Lord Clive) and Gencral
Carnac Babadre. *

In the fifch-Article of the Treaty between the Nabob Sujah ul DowIa, and the Nabob
Nudjum ul Dowlah Bahadre, Nizam of the Stbah of Bcngal) and Bahar, and the Englifh
Company, which was acceded ro by His Sacred Majeity, and figned and fealed by the
refpective parties, the Affair of Rajah Bulwant Sing is mentioned as follows :

Article the sth. Rajah Bulwant Sing fhall be eftablifhed and continded® in the Zemin-
darivs of Benaras, Gwzcyorc. and alfo the other Diftnéts which he poffefied at the time
he entered into alliance with the Nabob Meer Jaffier Khan Bahadre and the Englifh,
upon condition of his paying the fame Rcvenucs as heretofore,

Memorandum of Particulars relating to the Purgannah of Mungrore, extracted from the
Records.

From the Records of the year 1085, it was annexed to the Khalfa Shereefs, In the

year 1086 uill che year 1136 Fufielly the whole of the Purguanah e relinquifhed 19
Jagheerdars.

In the year 1140 three Lacks and 5000 Daums reverted in charge to t* e Nizamut, and
remained as a dtpoﬁtc *till the year 1142, and were annexed to the Cabooleat of' Shnhl-
bad; the remaining Sums continued under the Jagheerdars,

From the year 1143 Fuffielly to the 'year 1170 the Records of the whnle of this Pur-

gunnah were re-andexed to the Nizamut. X

From the year 1171 Fuflelly, in the Records of the Nizamut, it was conlidered as fepa-
rated from the authority of the Nizamut. It appeared thar Rajah Bulwant Sing had
obtained a Sunpud for the whole Rurgunnah as an uncnndulorml gift, and was in poflef-
fion of ir. The Sunnud is ot in the Records. .

A true Tranﬂatim" WS
. «Signed)
JFLD'OYLY,
. A&ing Perfian Tanflator, o

The reafons whit:h pmmhd on uhe late Bowdu the Purgunnah of Bahtrbund
to Cantoo Baboo, my Servant, will appear in the Cgﬁumm
1774, in the Revenue Department ; to thofe 1 refer.} You will find that this is not a

S

par: of the Zemindary of Rauny Bowanny, nor' ever ia her poffeflion ; buta MBM or -

of the u:h and rgthof July, N;”i.'i"“
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Diftri@, dependitz ynmediately on Government, and lying on the Frongier of the Pro-
vince 5 tharno kind of indulgence was fhewn to_my Servant in this Grant, but an advan-
tage provided for Government, by the Pefhculh, or Fine, to be paid, and by the frcuticy
whi® the *«Colletions of it would naturally deri®g from being in the charge of a man of

_bufinefs and property, f el e & '

. A TR ..‘ #. 0
The Sonnud was never granted, Thnu_gh’_n_ﬁ?dmwn up, and i my pofiefion from
the time of  the Order of Council 5 nor of courle’the Pefhcafh paid, becaule I chofe
defer the confirmatio of ig *till the afembly of the new Council. ;

v - .
The Majority, in their feparate Meeting of the 17th inftant, have thought proper to
deprive Cantoo Baboo of this Grant for reaions which they are yét to feek.  One 1ndeed
they have affigaed, namely, that the perfon in whofe name it was granced was delcribed

* as a man of crgdiv and property, but prgved on enquiry to be a boy of ten years of age,
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You, Gentlethen, need not be told, that it is the conftant pragtice of the Gentoos to regif-
ter all Deeds and. Contrdéts, and apply forall Grants in the names of their Sons. Lock-
naut Nundee, the nominal Zemindarp is the Son of Cantov Baboo, whom the Board in-
tended by the abowe defeription, g

1 beg leave to drop the immediate fubjeét for a moment, to take notice of the general
reproach which the Gentlemen of the Majority have thought proper to calt upon me, for
having permitted my Servant 1o hold Talooks and Furms to a conliderable amount in the
Province. :

AR

Indeed, fuch is the peculiarity of my lot, that I find T mult defend my(elf even againt the
oppofite Charge, of having permitted him to quic nsany of his Farms. I fhall fay but lic-
tie to both Accufitions,

Cantoo Babogl;wag in pofleflion of his Talooks before my arrival.

Many of his Farms were taken without my knowledge, and almoft all apainft my ad-
vice. 1 had no right to ufe compulfion pr autbority 3 nor could I with jullice exclude
him,  becaufe he was my Servaat; from a hberty allowed o all orher perfons 18 the Coun-
try.  The Farms #hich be quitted, he quitted by my advice, becaule I thought that he
might engage himfelf beyond his abilities, and be involved in diiputes, which 1 did not

“chule to have come before me as the judge of them,

The Enclofure, No, 1.} is a comparative Account of the Jumma and Colle@ions of all
his Farms in the year preceding the Setlement, ,and in the yeass in ‘which he has held
them, with the'Jumma continued to the end of the Leafe.  This, compared with the ge-
neral Accuunu-@i.lhc Benggl Province, will affrd a more convincing proof than any
words can difer, thac he has received no fore of indulgence or privilege from my pro- -
teftion.  Tf t'ul‘fhﬁ"pmofs are wanting the Confultations referred 1o in sy Difpatches
by the Bute and Pacifick contain many inftances of my impartiabity, and fome even of
rigour fhewn him by the Board with my concurrence » particularly, i depriving him of
his Teeka Salt Works? in favour of his Competitor, Cumal 'Dicn, an aét rather of ne-
ceflity than of ftrict jultice, :

L]

As to the Charge of with-holding fromNuxpcouar a Pallankeen which he Jays claim to,
I am afhamed to replysto fo futile an Accufaricn.  The Enclolueest No, 2, delivered to
me by Mudgclis Roy, the Vackeel of Rajah Shirabroy, contains all that T know of this
affair; excepr thy the Pallankeen is in my poficflion, as I am told, for I have never
feen at. : .
odE - : . -

""?I.'_l;g':ppointqmn: of Munny Begum to the management of the Nabob’s Houthold,
and of Rajah Goordafs,and the other Rejations and Dependants of Nuspcomar 1o the De-
waiilly and fubfidiary Offices of theNizamut and Behlagook place in the month of Augaft,
1772.4 My motives in thefe acrangements have been alreac uﬁ;jli)ég:p]aincd-'m you in
the Minutes of ommitgee of Cirpuit und the Generdl Letters of thac year, and in

my Addrefs to your Seciet Committee ;a;gud-m.‘;&,&pmu

i |
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1 believé' there b feasce a3 Bengel whio dost sakihow conitmend ¥ choice ‘of
Munny Begum for the trult afligned ‘:;8’ belicve there were few: "’7 the dif-
¥ 3 _'}:l'._ .« bt ARl " T el - © tinction
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by the. Sh:p Anfou. daml thns 3& of Mn;ch. 1 7y 5.«

tm&mn whu:h was fhewn by me on that occafion to the Family of Nuxpcomar did not
gfford matter of much aftonithment, as his charafter was known to all, and my gpinion
of it to all whakncw me,

You have been pleai’cd to honor me with yow' approbation of every pak of this tranf~

action. .
™ . L ]

It is now fcarcely three years fince I received the charge of the Government of thefe
Provinces frderMr Cartier, of which time the l#ft fix months may be accounted a blank.
The vgriety, multitude, and importance of the arrangements which have Qeen crouded
into the sarrow fpace of time in. which I held this authority arg fully known to you
for their effeéts, the ftate of your Treafury and thc digninutibn of your Debts will be my
beft vouchers. :

How much the Trade of thefe Provinces has benefited during my Adminiftratiop,
the following authentié Accounts of the Cuftoms and Shipping of this Port for fome ye.xrs
pilt abundantly teftify. . ~.

General View of the Calcutta Cuftom <Houfer Colleions aqd
Cafh Accounts for the following Years, viz.

Grofs Duties. | .o puties, | P2id, into tae
Préaflry.
C. Rs. -
1769 | 262756 12 3 | 237960 12 6 | 224306 5 3
J770 | 146801 1 6 | 520934 4 6] 144901 5 6
1771 | 206166 6 3| 183526 13 3 | 201650 13 6
¥ 1772 | 234792 5 6] 205515 4 9 | 307542
.
1773 | 339484 12 3 | 304818 11 3 306192 ‘
1774 | 441045 2 9 | 400966 12 9 | 408592 15 6 4 &
o
Errors excepted, -

(Signed)

Calcuttz Cuftom-Houfe,

1t Jinuarys 1775. B O W. BENSLEY,
. 4 Cultom-Mafter.
. - - 3 -
.
. Bl 5 '
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. tthabgbf: Sriper f{’omﬂ\c ] " '.' which hg ﬁ[ﬁ nn[iﬁmion.of_i".wal 0 ,"‘
1 undertock m${elf the laborious and feproachful tafk of limiting his charges,” from a

T ; "ﬂ’&iw o

' . Sovernor-Oeneral's Addrets to the Cot of Diret
b

Account of the Number of Veffelsarrived -in the River Hughly,
with their Tosnage, from the 1ft of January, f771, to the
grft December, 1774+ - wh : o

v K umb .“L'roan;ge. LTounu?c’f: '
rs. | 3 " P s
: an | ﬁrnv * | | annually. Mo G
‘7776 B 95,. 23,53.1 A5
i o 81 | 25070 : 1,239
: e | owg 26,184 nuag po :
. - . : 4 '
> - !7?3 161 3?!037 |0!833
1774 | Y47 0 7 43,935 6,898 | !

* N. B. The number of Arrivals in the year 1774 being lefs than the foregoing year,
and the Tonnage more, is owing to the many fmall Coafting Vefiels being put down in

the Account for the year 1773, and not included in Jaft year’s,
(Signed)

H. WEDDERBURN,
3 : . . Mafter-Attendant.

For the reft I dare appeal to every man who haslefc Bengal fince the date of my accef-
fion to the Government of it, in the certain afurance that their conctirrent voices will do
me flrict juftice and ample credic.

Foiled in all their repeated attacks upon me, my Adverfaries have recourfe to the Cha
of rapacity, a Charge of all others the moft foreign from my nawre. 1 do notaflere this -
on the empty credit of {elf-prefumption; neither my general charaéter, circumftances, nor
condudt in life, before my appointment to this Government, gre unknown to many of your
Honorable Court ; and a flight review of my meafures fince that [E"iOd’ will manifeft
how little they have been guided by an attention to my private intere

The &"PP'%'”‘E%G& King’s Tribute was an A& ef ‘mine, and I have been often
reproached with it. 18 was certainly in my power to have continued the payment of it, and
to have made my terms with cthe King for any part of it which 1 might have chofen to.*
referve for my own ufe; le would have thanked me for the remainder. '

i,

Your Order for the reduion of the Nabob’s Stipend was communicated toshim in the
month of December, 17713 he remonfirated againft it, and dbfired that ic might’be again
referred o the Company 5 the Board racicly acquiefced i his remonftrance,  and the fub-
fequent payments ul'P}:is Stipend were made as before, 1 mught eafily have availed myfelf
of this plea; I 'might have weated it as an A& of the pait Goyernment, with which 1 had

ir

no caufe to interfere, and joined inaflértiag the impoffiblity of his defraying the vaft ex-
ithout it, which [ could have proyvﬁ by p)nﬁ?lp

penle of his Court antd Houfehold wi
al an of the Nizamut and Behla Eftablithments,

acguments drawn from the aGual 2 _
both the Nabob and the Begum would have liberally purchafed my forbearange.  fn
ders rigidly and licerally into execution. I redaced

of purfuing this plan, 1 carried yow

excefs of his former Stipchd to the fum of his reduced allowance 3 “and 1

tion of viewing the Nabob in a ftate of magnificence fuitable ro. his.
twchrcmonMer at Plaifey, where he had metme the year before with ey
of indigence and meannefs: for this t peal to many.
who were witneflcs of the Nabob' ch the periods

Had 1 been defiroussof reaping an ady

- o
) 4 -

ﬁ‘m the new Set |

. ge | t of the Lands, the
very mcansv_:hlch lemployed were di sally oppofed to it; fince it has been reproached
X » ? L Ry . ( -
" / : 'v i N p
- ¥ - ‘ I‘ JH:.._“-_..'. L."i-_.:'_‘_:.l.‘ r. = '.




.

~foon'as the Tranfporcs arriveds and it is not

i . R : ‘ . ) iy SR, I,_ ,' Ad v
to me by my Adverfaries themfelves, that the Farms, particularly thofe in the fettlement of
which 1 mwﬁuﬂ-lmonwda:mhfhbﬁimi%wmﬂ ' mfn- :

: : » el ST - ol
When the Ranny of Burdwan senewed her intrizues on my acceffion to the Governriient
in 1772, fhe folicied my intercft with profiers of grany Lacks. Prompred equally by ambi-
tion, hatred to Bridjoo Kithore Roy, and the rage of former difappointment, fhe was pre- >
gm:d to have agreed to any conditions that would enfure her a victory oter he?® ey :
ut it will appear, From the carly daié of the Confultations on this fubject, thar her foli-

citations ferved §nly to incite me to-an inltant codclufion of the difpute, by a full and a
effectual confirmation of ‘the decree which. had been pafied upon it in the preceding i
Adminiftration. a - y <

o™

It will not efcape your obfervation, that, notwitBftunding the violence with which [ have
been perfecuted, 1am noteven charged with a fingle inftance of opprefiion, excépt in the

nt of the Purgunnah of Baharbund, which [ have already explained ; there cannot I
s:iardcb;:c a ftronger prdbf that my conduct in this relpet has been wholly unexgep-*
tionable. e . -

To what lengths the violence of my Adverfaries, which has been pmgrcmvcly.impro_\?c-
ing ta this time, will be carried, when the laft’Difpatches of this Seafon will have lefc no

means of further appeals, T can only conjeéture, ; IS

You will fee how effectually they have already accomplifhed one part of cheir Syftem,
by the total extinétion of my authority here, not only by excluding me from a fhace in
the public Refolutions at the Council Table, where [ fit only as an object of the mof
illiberal perfecation, but by fo manifeft a declaration of their power and derermined en-
mity towards me, that it is univerfally believed to be the fureft mead of acquiring an in-
fluence with the prefent Adminiitration to bring Accufations againlt their firlt Membery
as, on the other Ean'd, thofe who are fuppofed to have fhared any degeee of my favour are
the marked objeéts of their vengeance, If circumftances of fuch uotoricty require the .
fupport of formal proofs, 1 might appeal to slmoft every page of your Confulracions for
the irft part of this affercion; but I contene myfelf with infl sacing only the Confultation of
the 20th, in the Public Department, and the enclofed Minute, No. 5, § delivered at the Refeaing
Board yefterday, the 24th, by General Clavering, on which T (hall make no commeng; Col. Lefle,
for the latter, the favours and honours heaped on the Burdwan Ranny and Roopnarrain and contaiag
Ghowdry, and the countenance fhewn to Nunncomar 3 the refulal of the Majority to re. 3‘-},’"&"3‘”‘;'
ceive the vifis of Mahomed Reza Khan when they were offcted thiough me, and bis* *
clofe connexion with them fince the feletion of the Sale Contraétor for the fubjeét of
a civil profecution, becaufe it was fuppofed that Caprain Weller, whom 1 patronjzed, did,
while lﬂring, and his Widow, finze his death, pariake of the profits of :;_ s the

force and intimidations ufed to my Servant Cantoo Baboo ; and the 0

fram the Council of Burdwan, bechule he had my permiffion to go 48 his health :
inftances ftfficient to charalerife both the temper and inflocoge Which rule the adting .
. Members of your State. v A - » 5

I cannot help taking notice of the peculiar difadvantages which T have laboured under,

in the times which feem to haye been chofen (you will judge whether accident could have

rodaced fuch an invariable tmilaricy of effects) for the ingroduction of che feveral mate-
rials which Have the arraigament of my conduét for theit dire

The firt Lereer from the Ranny of Burdwan, which I onfider as the priface to all the o

reft, was fent to thg Board on the 30th of December, after the day fixed for the clofe of the
Pro'dccdiqix. in the height of bufinefs of the Duston Difpatches ; although it is ‘.

led 10 eave Caleutta on account of his forme &mm recurned thither almoft as

\ -putilickty_ nown, that Lalla Koofhalchund, her Agent and prefens Dewan, who had beea *

~was idle in the intermediage

The Ran 'n.’:--'srﬁg_‘p] o Mr. ¢ Nu's?: dic ﬁm‘ib&fm'thcciofeul_&c public |
occedings o@nkg_-&ﬁmhqf%ﬂgqyﬁ dcifick. e 1
harge, in which 1 am dire&tly included, was brought before the Board on the _
Nospconan’s Acculscons on the 11th, and Mabomed Rezs Khan's ;
. e oy el . '-f"'_f':- EI;‘-. .. ‘_"'\l!‘l_ b 'h‘Sh. |
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high 1 believe willbe: Gy
fixeddor the clofe of the Broceed

]

. . *ill the 24th, is o fimilar inftance of chis uncandid mgde of proceeding. “But it is not in
q A thefe inﬂ‘:nmﬁnly that 1 complain of it ; they are the @ filants, and of courfe know the
AR g 4 times and modes in which their attacks are to be"made: unapprifed of boeh, 1 have to
YU encountgr their deliberate and guarded® projefls by the inﬁ.’nﬁt and unpremeditated impulfe
|| A of my owif judgment; and my attention is shus k ;grpctually druwn off from the calls
el of inftant bulinefs eby tlie expectation of freth hoftilities. Do not wondgr therefore,
e Honorable Sirs, if my behavious in any part of thefe difputes fhall appear to you defective
- or improper 5 I am nor yerconfcious- oFany impropriety in it; bue I chink that on man
R occafions I could have provided myfelf with a much completer plan  of defence, had
E . * e been allowed the fame lciF
Pt cering that of thch;g;tacks upon me, g% 3
j o8 * 2 > " ! ... _. J -_( N - - '
EEE I beg*leave in this place to make on¢ fhort obfervation, upon the Right ‘claimed and
- ¥ exercifed by the Gentlemen of the Majority, to examine %ons before them an dath, cven
S ' “in accufations againft the parties themfelves, This you will find to have been practifed
s ,with Bridjoo Killiofe, it theif Proceedings held after my departureon the z4th inffant, in
"y SRk the Revenue Council Chamber.; and on the 17th inftant fentence was formally pafied
R iepe =1k 5 againft him by the fame Gentlemen, exprefsly grounded on his Anfwers to the Queltions
e which had been propofed 1o him. Thus to extort from a man evidence againft himfelf, s
o fo direétly contradictory of the fundamental principles of juftice, that it requires no com-
' ment, Several other perfons alfo weie examined by them on the 14th, and put to theic
s, oaths ; ameafure which hias an immediate tendency tothe fubverlion of juftice. The Inha-
e * bitants of this Country, from the nature of their education, from the form of their owp
i= . Government, and from the timidity of their difpofitions, are equally incapable of bearing
j =% . up againft the frowns of Pawer, and of refilting ghe allurements attendant upon it~ Thus
ghid ) - called beforea fertled Majority, the violenac of whole meafures has filled the Country with
alarm, they will naturally give evidence as'Wuxncomar miy have'told them is expedted;

ure and tranquillity o form it, as my Opponents poflifled in con-
i T T AL . 5 :

fu and having once done fo, they are tied down to fupport it, whether true or falle, when

- AW legally fummoned before tlw_Supren_ne Courtof Judicature. oo

Tn & former Latter I,;.ﬁed \d_nyihlf? m;mc. that Mr. Graham was not guilty of the

th December ; thefe were, 1it. The cruelty and eppreffion wich which he is faid

bms from the young Rajah’s Allowance.
Is oRgwhich T thus pledged myfelf to you, were my knowledge that N

s - Graham did not

Rajah, and the af

: The 1ft and 2d
. " Adminiftration ; and
v ted you aCopy, will fh

and that Mr. Graham ¢
S T Tisghitd Chiarge v

_'hidajhle made me before his departure from Bengal,

fgom Mir. Charles Stast, of ‘which I have already tranfinit-
¢ Orde were carried into execution: by tha c{e

- rpe of a Bond whi

ed the young Rajah of Burdwan from the Ranny his Mother, 2dly, The
ghich he wrelted the feals from her.  gdly. That he had appropriated'to ~

H

s your Records will prove to have heen deliberae A@s of the

” . l..',_.l"

e The requilition whick has bép_.nmdc‘ by th _far,'_lfcn'ﬂir,:i a number in the
Packet the Charges preferred againft M. Barwell by Ceja Kaworke, which T never faw

-~ crimes laid to his charg m..ﬁfedl’ttitihn of the Ranny of Burdwan, entered in Confultation

¥

ny diftint authority fince the death of Tillook Chuad, the forpfer
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~ complete reply.

am | e to reply
ﬂmm prefling wc:ghr 1
Rephcs to the Qrue&lous wl'ncb.l 'llg\"-' Pl‘ﬂ
cerning the fu f his Vindic
channel of the oard 'bmlmcmto

] 1 neceﬂ'uﬂy wait feat.he o) TR

fed to putto ﬂle_Fldd—Gﬁcera and others,con- S

chIhlvcyeﬁnﬂinmnpmd through the .
tiwc it a thotough and effectual exam:utnon; inthe

mean time 1 am not much alarmed, for

ecﬂ’n&sufmrhtp'dduﬁwu N ) *
",,. Ihareththbnortdbg. u

TRk wmm_murpua,' | ' i
: _ Honorable Sirse © * IR

Your moft faithful ko e
Fort-William, . . PR

the #5th March, 1775. apd obedient humble Servagt, . -
. . =

*  WARREN HASTINGS,

Remarks oh the Minute from Generak Clavering,
Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francls, date.d the 25th”

February, 1775 I - .I'e;fll o SO

% TS

ISHALL not ring the changes for ever on the fame trite fubje& My obfervations N

thérefore on this production fhall be confined to fuch paffages of it as contain new T

:E ;:u‘ new but fpcmous argument on the old.  The T fhall pafs without a
el 8 :

"3

i 4- To this what I have {axd on the fubjeét in my Letter per Duunn may

. 6. and the following, The mne{mnm of the Tmty of chras 3
MO dna 0 the Board wl'mn ﬂ‘leMcrcury failed, and privateAdv!
- fame points bore equal authority. o public. Private mfclhgcnee G
rmewcd and that is fufficient for my argument

e 10.§ I hage*readwith aﬂmhpn thtAufmofMe[ﬁmn i
and Omhmd ther: to the attention Courmf ®
¥ vnlu lghts m r.he{tmofihuﬁou -
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Whenc the Zm.ndm are Minots wwmw'm-wmsmw of, or
attentive to bufinefs, the fercling 8 the Rents with them Is fubjecing them to
deprived ofs their_Inkeritance by the mifconduéts of their Servants, upon whom
fear of their Mafters' anﬁndumhnng fulcf. umm: befuppo@dto have fonmch

ﬂucncc as the hope_ of prefent. profict . e

In fome parts of the, Qquatry, efp:cllllg pn ﬁhe Fronnen. t]:ere 18 no fecmty againft
Balances by a fuldof the . and.s, betz:aufe Pﬁrthd'ets arcfm to be founi:l *
b A
How reafonable focver it ap) that the Z:mmdam ﬂ:nuld be folicitous for thc - E
good condition of their own fates, yet it is frequently a maxim of their policy to I!
Jet them rather fall to decay, in order to reduce their Jugima (their rated Revenue.) |
Y'he Zemindars, glpecially in largc Zeminddries, have often been found to pofféfs an in- |
fluence, whicte they have cxrtc:icd to tht oppreflion of the Riots, the injury of Goe
vernment, and the interruption of the peace of the Country, and to deftroy this influ- .
ence has I:men deemed a defirable objedt.
E
|

When men of lEu-v::perry have offered to farmthe Lands on'terms more advantageous
1o Government than the Zemindars would agree 1o, (1 mean exclufively of their Pen-
fions) the late Adminiftration did not think themfelves at liberty to. rcje& their Pro-
polals,

Thefe are whag I recolle@l of the argumchrs which occurred, to prevent the farming
w the Zemindars themfelves from being adopred as the gcneral plan for the fetrlement
of the Revenue; and I know not how they can be obviated, *tll, by proper regulations,
and a courfe of time, the landed propcrty m this Country is put upon -a more defirable
and more permanent footing,

With refpect to the perfons to whom the Farms were gr:mted, they were let with~
out partiality 1o whoever offered the moft advantageous ‘terms, and found good fecu~
rity.  How the Plan of the five years Settlement has a tendency to deftroy all confi-
dence in Government I really do_not underftand.  As rto alienating the :}eau:m of
the people, the fale of Zemindaries has a ftronger tendency to thn pnrpofe dnn the
lcttmg of them in farm. )

+ 53 54 The Revenue ofBurdwan, as expelied 1o e rcalizcd this year by the Pro-
‘r | Council, is cqual to what it paid before the Fumme, and that of M:dnzpom is T
woro " - A& .

which ha admitted Lh.aw.- qlrcady been full explained, I with

The detlu Qion:
the want of unasimity at Board may not extend itfclf to the mmq‘dfqmcﬁ.. Nat
and_occupy the fime which fhould becmployed‘in tﬂfammg the Colleétio ﬂm
ing oppreboIgtiny PRt S

on the 73d Paragra
Elhmmf'nf_ cipts Qliﬂ}ﬁbu tl mfmxmd'by

48: to:the cod. Thie Adaiuiitation wiofs Eortotouc T bE

t!ut in which Ihad ﬂie_ 0]

56. lrumf,_ w&ﬁ I“VC mgfrh:wr _4' : '- ﬂm on
ngeﬁde and mg.mfa
. m 1 s

“cis. 1 could s
g icétwe ﬁnr canl
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uncontetted authority, it is notorious, thacthe Company’s Affairs ¢

& g T 0 m,-(w;z“&’p&'_ of unce
U were on the Jate occalion brought into Parliament by the diftrés which arofe from' their
ﬁ‘- China Trade, and from the heavy Draughis.on them from Bengal by a former Admini-

* " fkrariori, (o which the Inte bore g¢* relation. The Company from thefe, caules became

unable to fulil their Engagements with Government, and applied for relief; Govern-

ment releafed sham from their Engagements, ®bug thoughe it a favourable opportunicy

; . for acquiring a®fharc in the m_ariag:mclpfl.. thofe Affairs in thich. the agion was

e f0 deeply goncerned.  On thefe grounds I conceive the new Adminiftration was formed, |
and pot feam any opinion of the milgovernment of the lak.  1f* that had been the
cafe; 1 thould think - the Perfon who had been ghe htad and the leadihg Member in
“it would hardly have been put at the bead, or even joined in the new Admipiftration.

)  REMARKS on the 3d Letter}. At
: . : - d
. 2. The Sum of 210,000 Rupeés having been calculated by General Sjr Robere
Barker as the expenfe of an. entire Briga.‘z excepting a Battalion of Seapoys in gar-
rifon at Chunargur, I have in confequence fpoke® of the Company’s being relieved
from the whole charge of the Forces lent to the Vizier® In the*Account here referred
to I make the fuppofition of it’s relieving them irom anly a part of the charge, m
«confequence of the aflfertions of the Majority, I will not pretend to fpeak with cer-
tainty on this point ’tll the Paymafter's Accounts have been examined.

4 and 35, Tenclofe a daily Abftra& of the ftate of the Khalfa Treafury for the wholeMonth
of Janvary. It will contradict the aﬂhrg.'of the Majoritys that in genetal the PaEcr
preponderates confiderably, and will fhew that the Pauts &ndmﬂs are too quickly
converted into Specie, to admit of the Bankers making by then: the profits which the 1
Majority fuppofe. The Balances in the Provineial Treafuries are under the control of -
the Provincial Councils, and the Gomaltaks of the Bank at onl} as their Cafh-Keep-
ers, and are always liable to be called upon for immediate payment of the fums in

their charge.
WARREN HASTINGS,

e + -~ Abftradt of the daily Balances in the Khalfa Treafury, for the Month of January.

' "'\ Dates. Ready Mﬂ""' Rilsapd Bty . pogy;

—

receivakle,

6.6931 9

- |15,18,381 11
o |x5,18,351 11
~|15518,351 11

- 1

. -
: Januery 2 16,395,752 ¢
4 5] J ks 3" 1#,39.921 g 410,819
4 18.39.92¢ 6
5 9-39:921 6
6 11,89.921 6
: . ’—?E 1,89.021 6 ,
L TR > E 1,89,921 6 4:05,819
) ,I- -f1 .\.’9 . A 14,18,351 11 G
e | a0 s o

] awﬁawnauwan -



SPW'-“-‘ ' "gh of January laft, we are informed by Mr. Croftes that he has led us intoa -+

¢ Being afked from whom he received this very late communication, he seplies, that

- the Ranny of

| S et
i SR Sea, f.'b_."'-’,u;.-. S L ol by ‘*"' eds "ff: R o 14 (s . 'l? -
' Minute of the Maority, dated 21 March, 1775, containing
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T, ~ For-William, 21t March, 1775.

» .

.

. and Mr. Francis.

-

Minyte from General Claverifg, (:Jolopél _ﬂlﬂohfon’,

HE" Honorable Court of Direfors’ have now undoubtedly fufficient materials -l

before ghem, %p judge of japd determine upon thte propriety of our ebférvations on '
the public conduét of the Governog General, and the meafures of the late Admi-
nillracion. . Fhe caufe in which we have hitherto pleaded is that of the Company
and the Nation, not our own; we havé fupported it fairly, and. wait impatiently for
the decifion. There are but two Articles in the Governo® General's Minuze of the
224 of February thamféem to us to requigg any further notice on our part,

-

He adheres to: the truth of the affchtion contined ‘in his' Letter to the Conitof
Direétors of the 3d of Decemba®, 1774, viz. * That on the zoth of November
* there was a Balagce,of Carrent Rupees 80,49,806 afually lying in the Company’s

& Treafuries, as parucularized in the Account enclofed in that Letcer.” 1

‘We have now called upon Mr. Crofres to explain the Account, and beg leave
refer the Court of Directors to the annexed Copy of the Queltions pur to him and
the Anfwers, as they flood recorded on the Confultations of the Revenue Board of
the 17th inftant, 0r, Croftes declares, “ Thar the Account in queltionavay no: meant
“ by him as the Caffi-Account of the®Company on the goth of November."—
*< That he did not draw ir up with a view to prove, that the Balance ftared by Mr..
¢ Haftings was actually lying in the Company’s Treafuries on that day, and that it
“ does not prove ghe aétual exiftence of fuch‘a Balance” .+ ‘

o \

As we have now the authority of Mr. < Croftes himlelf for affirming, that the
Account  does mnot . prove the truth of the pru?oﬁtinn which the Governor-
General propofed to prove by it, we fhall leave any further Queftion that may.arife
on this fubjeét to be agitated berween him and Mr. Crofies, and ‘determined by
our Superiors, . i . ' Ay

the Account of Arrears due to the King,+ annexed to our Minute, No, 3, 0f2 W\

¢ It feems that he has given credic to the King for onc year’s Tribute ton
much. In his Letrer to Mr. Francis of the 25th of February, of which we enclole
a Copy,} he fays)ghat he had never received any intimation *#l/ the ather duy of ~the Re-
folution of the late Bolrd to wighhold the Tribute fom the 7th of Oétober, 1773, .

he really docs wot recolled?.
'_“ Bd E':-\‘i-_’i'
We leave it to Mr. Croftesto fetdle with the Governdr-General ja what manner
the Credit Jlready given in the Khalfa Lcdﬁer is to be balanced on the other five
of the Account, or whether the” Books of the Trealury are to be altered by erajure
or otherwife. o o'.“; o G ."'.‘. 1 ; : =" ,'., o PR
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- At any other time, or ia a fituation Jefs perplexed and embarrafied 1t

in which we are now involved, we might hplep's_ have puthed our enqui

thefe tanfstions with greater exaélocts and artention 3 but the difficultss we

to contend with increafe upon us every day, and are mcn&&im%b per

e path 2nd mortification, as n ¢ delcourage us in  the
gut difable ulf&wm%umg ' finefs i the . manner
anxiety and®concern wWith -Dire&qr:hr will

the Charges latdly brought
that vxf ' \ﬁgl in S o
the receipt of lar,

or Places 8ifpof

: of their

. g






